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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

-r

f | ,
It is convenient sometimes to put old wine into new botties, not

with the object of improving it by the transfer, bui so that, when -

br onght from its cellar il decanted, it may be more ready for
the table.

Something similar to this has been attempted in the following
pages ; in other words, the writer has gone to sources of information
wostly old and mouldy, snd has drawn from them some account uf
‘the by-uone times and celebrities of Calcutta, with the view of
putting it info an accessible form, unencumbered with details,
‘and suitable for the majority of readers.

The subjects thus deali with are those which will aiways be
Jhisocicaily associuted with this city, and whieh, it ‘may be pre-
waied, all who come Lo India would wish to read about, or would
| ﬁwwdto be reazonably acquainted with,

“These papérs lay no claim to commendation as regards their

Aiterary getding ; sovoral of them appeaved from tine to time 1n
the Englishman with thc object of interesting rather than
instrocting the general newspaper rcader, and by the courteous

permission of 1ts preprictor they are collected and reproduced now

with but little change from their ﬂphemaral garb. .

| The article on Madame Grand appeara now for the first time,
and it may be added that the account of the famous trial contained
"in it is derived from official and other records not before printed.

The extracts from the series of private lettors from the Gﬁvernﬁr.
" Goneral to Mrs, Hastings are also now published for the first time.
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS.

pro
that by which Governor Prake and others fled to the boats. The
steeple in that of the frat Calcutts Church, which stood just outside
the fort, and was destroyed during the fighting in June, 1756. In
the year following the publication of this print, the steeple of this

church was blown down doring the forions hurricane, earthquake

anc sform.wave by which Calentta waa nearly overwhelmed in the
night between the 1ith and 12th of Uctober, 1737, The Gentleman's
Magazine, of 1738-9, in anmouncing the catastropbs says, “In
(algota (sic) alone, a port belonging to the English, two hundred
houses were thrown down, and the high magnificent stecple of the
Ernglish church sunk iuto the ground without breaking.” Mr. C.
Weston, however, who just remembered the great storm, used o
teli that the ohurch steeple “fell prostrate.”

ToroerarHIOAL Skrrom .

Showing position of Old Fort William, in relation to the river
Hooghly, and to present localitics, — Adapted from a sketeh
by Mr. Bayne i the Asiatic Society'y Jouraa!l: in the reduction,
the site of the Ravelin (fronting the opening of the roud leading
eastward} seems t0 far away from the gateway, to cover which
it was hurriedly dug. It was into the ditch of this nnfinished earth-
work that the bodics of thuse who perished in the Black Hole were

thrown on the morning of June 21.

- 1 r ] L] *

Bracxk HoLz vroM Parane Groun,

(Xeneral view of the arrangement of the Chambers (with thelr

arched openings), which were constructed againat the portion of

the K. curtain lying between the main gate and the 8.E. bastion,

The end room nearest to the bastion being the Black Hole. The

ground plaz at the foot of this view in a modification of that given
¥ Mr. Bayne in the journal referred to already.

PAQE

T

. 20

THE Brack HOLE A8 REEN FROM THE VERANDAR . . . . FrozTmemece.

Agn enlarged view of the Southarn end of those bere, showing
the prison cell as led into from the barracks; and the * piazzs
bétween the double row of arches, where the prisoners were sitting

when ordered to go behind into the barracks, whence they were |

immedistely driven into the Biack Ho 1



ILLESTRATIONS —sonkind.

Poareart oF J. Z. HoLwerL . . . - .

From a photograph of & family painting by Reynolds, lantmﬁ by
his great grandson, Major W. A. Holwell -

& 4 - *

Brack Hore MONUMENT IN Orp CALOUTTA . L
A street view, showing Holwell's Monument standing in fropt of -

the gate of the old Fort, From Grandpré’s “ Voyage.”

PHILIP FrANCIS (Carieatare} . . . . . . - . Coa e

This appeared in his memoirs, by the fate Messrs. Parkes and
Merivale. 1 am indébted to the courtesy of Mesars. Longmans,
Green and Oo. for permission to reproduce it.

MapaMx GBRAND .

" From » ph (taken for me by Mr. Cad&j} of the painting,
. now in Baptist Mission College at Serampore, near Caloutta.
. The tradition and belief st Sersmpore Ao that this portrait was

taken by Zoflany. This great tor could not have arrived in
Tadia antil Iate in 1783, a8 he wan professionally engaged in London
down to Jauuary or Fe inthat year. If he wae the artist who
~executed this portrait, e Crand must have sat to him in
Europe in 1781 or 1782. There is no explanation forthcoming as
to how her portrait got to India (if not painted there) and egpecially

" %o where it now in, She had pear relatives living ntChM@g:;ﬁ
~ if the porteait was the work of Zoffany (in Burope) it may have pe

gent out Lo them by her, and found its way thence in course of Ume

to the neighbouring Danish settlement of Berampore (%)

Paiscessk DE TALLEYBAND .

From s photograph of the small painting by Gérard in the Musée
. at Veraailles, |
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CORRIGENDA.

Page 15, tenth line, for “south-east ” ra;'uf.“ mﬁth,.ﬁe‘gjl_;_,“

»» 40, sixth line, for ¢ here” roud ‘;naﬁr_""

»» 0, ninth lina, for “rtalant_; " read ::: tallents. ” - |

» 96, fivst line of aml_nd fwbnotafar “ painted ” read 5 prini;éd.”

»» 112, eleventh line from bottom, for ‘“ north " read *“ south,”

. 172, second line frﬂm- boitom, Jor << Mr. Impey’s” read ‘¢ the
. Impey.” | |

. 195, jer “ pressinmo ” read < pessimo, ”

207, Ei_gﬁﬂl line, for ¢ James ” read ‘.‘erneu." | |

» 219, m line from bottom, for ¢ coffee” read * coffree.”

;» 809, ninth line of footnote, for *“ South Park St.,” read ¢ Park 8t.”

1’_ -

The following frotneot: was omitted at page 33, viz. :—It is atated by Liewt-
Col, I. R Trnes (" History of the Bengal Luropean Regiment,” now ‘
Mr agter Fusiliors), that five of the survivors of the Bisck Hole wers arolled
45 ofticers in the nucleus of the Bengal Battalion which was formed anew from
sources and remnant. of all sorts, and o ized 88 & regimuent by Clive at
Fulta about the ologe of December, 1756. The five were Messrs Mills, Dickaon,
Meadows, Walcol and Moran. Colonel Broome {“History Bengal Army”)
montions only the last two as having enteved the Battalion, cne of whom
(Waleot) died within & fow woeks. Lieut-Col Innes quotes no special
authority for including the. firet three, but their having been ealled om, or
having volanteared, to 8o serve is more than probable. Their connection with
the regitnent must have bewn very texiporary, as before the end of February, i.e.,
n '3 than twe months, their names do not appear in the regimental roll given
by t'-lonel Innes. Indeed we know that one of them {Mills) was commanding
e Uompany's yacht when Holwell left Caleutts in February, 1757, -









Tus Firat Fdition of this book met with & more genercus reosphioil
than the writer could have reasonably expected. | e

. Tn the hope of making the Second Edition more worﬂay of W
~ favour of its readers, the book bas been submitted to ‘thorough
mvlmﬁn, which has resulted in the greater part of it being
re-written. The Chapters have been re- -arranged, and much
new matter has been supplied to each. An ampler sclection is
. given from the letters of Warren Hastings o his wife, to whiek
have been added u few characteristic specimens of letters written
by Mre. Hastings, all hitherto unpublished. A short extra
Chapter and an Appendix also appear in the present Edition.
. The first article, which has now been expanded into a long one,
- traats of an event iy Indian history long anterior in poing of tims
4o the period mainly contemplated in the title page.  Siill fhe
wlb}ect is one which almost of necessity finds & place- in-any booi
b purporting to speak of Qld Caleutta. Two ef the views ﬂlmiﬁﬂ:
this article (i.e., the Frontispiece and that-ai-page 21) were drawn)
by Mr. S. de Wilde from data ‘supplied by me. Thw- mh&"
information regarding the structural or axchitectyys fe&tm of 04
Fert William iz too mesagre fo admit” oI gocusaey in mpmmfmﬁg
them. These views therefore are but appraﬂmate restorations
- .of a portion of a building which ‘s lomg gonped 8 exist. Whet
hae been chiefly aimed t in them i to- ‘show W@ﬂ
Mtia» of the rooms, vem and obh ] m rﬁfen&t Yo hj
;mtmpﬂﬂﬂeu,nem wmmkmu, o0 thak. the résder may
t% rendily ‘undﬂm'ﬂ.i*ﬁ&m Eﬂbmﬁ wea, and how
¢ ﬁr fetims got entrepped. - Allusion bas been made in the text te

ﬁt‘h? strange mmaneepﬁmn whmh rathar widely emsbad-——wen i




vi

Calcutta itself-—on theso pmnts from a penod not ?ary loifg after
the oceurrence of the notorious calamity.

I have to express my thanke to Major W. Antrobua Hulwell,
. recently residing in Canada, now in Jamaica, for kindly placing
- a% my disposal ‘photographs of two old family portraitd, of his
- great-grandfather. One of these has been repecrduced for this
volume. The photagraph of the other (a picture of ji¥eiit. historical
interest, in which the chief survivor of the Blaek. Hole:is seen
aupenntendmg the erection of & monument to his “faﬂow-gm ”}
did not take in all the figures and details, and for this" pther

reasohs was, I regret, cunsldered not well adapted fm I¢ el?zen
on a small seale, |

The frequent fopographical allusions throughont the bﬂdk show
that it was originally wriiten for Caleutta readers especially.
~ Though it professes to be mainly a mere gossiping volume of ‘?hght
_ reading, dealing chiefly with social Anglo-Indian life during a 'Nry’
inferesting period in the last century, let me venture to say that I
have spared no eflort to at least try to make it historically aecu-
rate—s0 far as it goes—even in {rivial details,. The materials for
the following sketches have been gathered in many instances from
- perishable sources not easily accessible, such as old graveyqrds,
~ dessying newspapers and records, and similar chronicles, ‘ywhigh
Father Time and his devastating allies seem to devour more hing: ity
~ in India than anywhere else, to the irreparable loss of the seare he:;,
after trustworthy historical evidence. Wherever I ‘éould find a
- eotemporary authority (even though comparatively ﬂ'bacurﬁ) whieh*
. tbe ravages of the white ants and the damp, &c., had still spared, I

" have made use of 1t in preference o any other. *The only history

wurbhumg#th,t wnm ab: the hme of which it treate; the.
history-of what was.done i Mﬁmd ou} of the mouths of
" those who did and saw. Ons frech draught of such hmtory is

‘warth more than 3 thousand Fobumes -of -abstracts and r&mnm'

. and suppositions and theories ” (Ruakm) |

- 1888, H. E. B.




ECHOES FROM OLD CALCUTTA.
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- CHAPTER 1L
THE BLACK HOLE, 1756.

}.—Tae CarrunRE ofF CALCUITA.

- **We have always thought it strange that while the history of the
%paniah Empire in America is familiarly known to ail the nations of
urope, the great actions of our countrymen in the East should, even
amnng ourselves, excite little interest.

¢ It mlght; ha.t‘e heen ez:pected that every En hﬂhman whﬂ ta.kaa
any interest lu any part of history, would be curious to know how a
hundful of his countrymen, separated from their home by an iminense
ocean, subjugated in the course of a few years one.of the greateat -
Empires in the world. Yet, unless we greatly err, this subject is t0-
1most readers not only mslpid but posltlvely dmtaateful P— acm&ky

‘Tor indifference thus reflected: on by the hmtonan is not
contined to the English residing at hnma ; it characterizes ,them -
when they come to live in India also. - But if thésojourners in -
India manifest a want of acquaintance with, or but little interest
in, early Indo-British history, the reason may partly be found in
the circumstance that the majnnty of Eurc'peans come to India,
for real hard work, and that, engrossed in the busy present, they
eannot concern themselves with the past. This, perhaps, is
specially the case of those whose lot is cast in the large centres
of commercial and official activity. Spesking for Caleutta, where
life is always ut high pressure, the past seems, almost of necessity,
to be a sealed baok, which it would be unpraﬁta.ble to open; and
the generation of the present goes om, knowing or caring little

-of the generations which dwelled there before it.
- B



2 - ECHOES FROM OLR..CALCUTTA.

Still one would think, that to those who are tired of the
warfare and controversics of modern politics and literature, or
fatigued with the routiue of business, or with the wezary galeties
which constitute the conventional rﬂnnﬂtﬂny of modern Calcutta
life, it would be a relief to occasionally try and seek refuge in a
by-gone world, and in ifs records to learn something of the social
and political life of their predecessors. Such a mtmpect far from
beimg profitiess or dull, wouid at least enable them to -take an
intellig feut interest in the many sites and scenes in their mdst,
which are intimately associated with memorable events, and with
the historie names of their own countrymen, and which are now
daily passed by without even curiosity heing awakened, because so
little is known of those who tlourished or who faded in Caleutta of
the olden time,

The twenticth of June is associated with an ovent which
occurred in the infancy of the chief city in India, for which it wiil
be for ever notorious. So universal is this notoriety, that perhaps
it is no CIagy reration to say that the words “The Black Hole ﬂf
Caleutta” have grown into a proverbial expression of comparison,
peculiarly qqueative, among all ]'"rrflish-speakin-‘r nd European

nations.

The facts about the taking of Calcutta in 1756, and the traged*,r
in which it culminated, are of course known in a general way to

most readers, and fan*uharl to the students of history; still it may
be worth while to retell, in the interest of the busy and the eurious,
a few of the leading events which led up to, attended on, and
followed the capture of the settlement, when strmggling into growth;
to enter into one or two topographical details connecting old with
modern sgites, which may scem necessary for illustration; and to
unbury a foew of the half-forgotten names of those actore who
played their parts in the scenes, which chiefly conspired to stamp
the main incidents with the notoriety attaching to them.

It may be convenient to mention at once, so as io avoid the
" necessity of too frequently particularizing references while golng on,
that recourse shall be had for facts, to the original confemporary
authorities (first hand) on whom writers on the subject have relied,;
by this means an opportunity ray be afforded to the gleaner, of
picking up occasional details of circumstances, which the historian
either omits as not essential to his narrative, or disposes of in

gensral terms,

The authorities alluded to are the Blue Book cnntammg the
report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons,



~ ticulars of the military transactions which my having been appointe
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THE BLACK HOLE, 3

assenibled in 1772 to enquire into. the state of British affairs in the
East Indies; 1t gives the evidence of several who had been in
Bengal during the war; amongst others of Clive, and of Mr. Cooke,
who had been Secretiry to the Govermor and Council of Calcutta
in 1756, and one of tae survivors of theBlack Hole. Public letters
alidressed to the Court of Directors from Fualta in 1756, and one
from London in 1757, hv J. Z. Holwell, the historian par excellence
of the DBlack Hole. These letters wer written when all the
circumstances to which they related wers ~ecent, and when there
was 1o lack of living testimony to contrever: any statements which
this most able writer may have put on recorl,

Anocther original suthority which shall i placed ander contribu-
tlon may be also stated here. Amongst the Hatines manuseripts in
the Dritish Museum, may De found twe detaind accounts of the
siege and capture of old Fort William. The firstof these is closely
written in ® clerkly hand on several sheets of ‘oolscap; it has
been correéed in its spelling and punciuation in myny places, at a
date apperently long subsequent to the original writing. The
narrative bears internal evidence of being the couposition of
a junior civil servant who was an actor in the sceny whichi he
describes, ¥

The second occupies fourteen pages of foolscap ; judging by the

" erasures and corrections it seems to he the original itself, 1t was

written from Fulta immediately after the taking of Calc\ita, an

its author was Captain Grant, the Adjutant-General. 3 i
nothing to show to whom it was addressed. 1t begins thus
the siege of Calentta and Fort. William and the causes of t
of them will undoubtedly be represented in various ways, I
my duty as well as my having had once the honour of your
quaintance and countenance, require that I give you at least the

to act as Adjutant-General during the troubles enable me fo do,\
with more certainty than I could had I been stationed at any par- )
ticulgr post.” The fact of Warren Hastings having preserved these -
accounts suggests that he attached historical value to them. They
do not differ in any material way from the accounts available from
other contemporary sources ; but they add oceasional details which

L bave not found in any other writings on the subject, and this

‘_ = L JEE——

% Tn the same volume of the Hastings MSS. is aleo a long sccount of the

seizare of the Kdsimbdzdr Factory in June, 1768 ; whether or not written by
- tha suthor of the Calcutts capture is not very clear,

B 2



4 ECHOES FROM- OLD CALCUTTA.

inclines me to believe that tiey have not hitlerto been consulted
for historical or literary purpcses. . |

Al Vardh Khan closed his long life at Murshidabid in Apnil,
1756, and was succeeded in the Viceroyalty of Bengal, ete., by his
grandson (who was also s grand nepbew), Mirza Mahmood,
young in years, but old in vice; a weak pampered despot known to .
history by his title of Sirsj ud Dowla (Lamp of the State).

'The young Nawab ver:soon found pretexts forguarrelling with the
English settled in his p.ovince, in furtherance probably of a long-
formeddesign founded on the anticipation of getting possession of the
vast wealth which ramour credited them with having accumulated.
They had lately hartoared at Caleutta and refised to give up a
subject of the Naw.bs wham he accused of absconding with re-
cenue that had nic been accounted far. ‘They had also stapidly
neglected to send to Mnrshidibad the customary congratulations
and presents on 4 change in the Soubaship. This gave Tise to &
suspicion that tie Englsh yresumed to look with disapproval on Sira)
ad Dowla’s el.vation, and were disposed to favour some of the other
agpimntﬁ o ‘he Musnud, as Al Vardi’s nomination of his gmndsnn
to sucessd Hm, was by no means generally acquieseed in throughout
the state. 16 so happened that the English were commencing
about this time to repair their fortifications at Calcutte in expecta-
tion of & nupture with the French ; this came to the ears of the

Nawab & he was setting out with a large army to chastise his
" oousin «d rival, the Raja of Purnea. He at once sent orders that
the rersirs should be discontinued.* An expostulation from Cal-

—r —— —rw - e
- - -

A m -

According to Holwell, Siraj ud Dowla, In attacking the English, acted on the
dvice of the old Nawab, given solemnly a few days before his death. * Keep
i view,” the old man is alleged to have aaid, “the power the Kuropesn
pations have in the country. Think not to weaken all three together. The
power of the Eoglish is great. Reduce them first : the others will give you
Iittle troubla when you have reduced them, Suffer them not to have fortifica-
. tion or soldiers.” Folwell’s statement about this was challenged by some of
his contemperaries, but he maintained its sccuracy end gave some confir-
mation of it. It iv inconsistent with what the Mahomedan historian ;ﬂ
he heard Ali Vardi say some years previously, when urged by his favourite
goneral, Mrutaphs Khan, to attack Caloatta. The old Viceroy put this advice
down to what would to.day be called * jingoism,” and remurked to his son-in-
Jaw, * Mustapha is & soldier who lives by his sabre ; but what wrong have the
English done me that X should wish them ill 1 Then he added words which
the French translator of the Persian thus renders in Epglish, and which
show that the sagscions AH Vardi recognized the formidable grestness of
England on the sea, *‘ Look at yonder plain covered with grase; ghounld you



THE BLACK HOLE. i 3

cutta reached him at Rajmehal, and-proving anything but satisfac-
tory, he put the Purnea expedition aside, and directed. the. march
of his army on Murshidabad, sending forward a large detschment
to invest the Company’s fort ot Kdisimbazar, close to his capital.
By the 1st.of June the Nawab himself was back at Murshidabad,
and partly by threate, partly by treachery, he managed to seize Mr.
“Watts and other officials at Kasimbazir, and to get posseseion of
the factory with all its guns, ammunition, stores, ete. (4th June).
The easy and anmple success of this the first act of hostility put
the Nawab in heart for following it up ; he had encountered no
resistance ; he was now well provided with artillery ; what was fo
prevent him from driving the foreigners out of Calcutta also, and
capturing snd plundering their settlement, 1 he only acted with
promptitnde and vigour before they could proceed further with
their defences, and before the season of the south-west momsoon
was advanced enough to bring them assistance by sea? He imme-
diately set out for Calcutta by forced marches so as to get over the
around before the daily-expected rains ghowld delay his progress,
The number of the forces constituting his army have been variously
estimated ; adopting those given in the Adjutant-General’s, and the
other manuscript above alluded to, he had with him 30,000 foot,
90,000 horse, 400 irained elephants, and 80 pieces of cannen, most
of them light guns taken at Kasimbézir. About 20,000 of his
troope were armed with muskets, matelilocks, and wall pieces, the
rest with lances, swords, bows and arrows, etc. Fully 40,000
tollowers and banditti of all sorts are said to have attended the
army to take part in the plunder of Calcutta, so strong was the con-
fdence in the success of the expedition. Messrs. Watts and Coliet
accompanied the march as prisoners in the Nawab’s camp. In
seven days this host covered the distance between Murshidé-
bad and Hugli whenee, and from Chandernagore, the immediate
crossing of the tiver was effected in an immense fleet of boats as-
sembled there for the purpose. From the French and Dutch fuc-

f—— - — -t —

— - —

sot fire to it there would be no stopping ita progress, and who is the man then
who shall put out s fire that shall break forth at een snd from thence come
out upon land ? Beware of lending an ear to such propossls again, for they
will produce nothing but evil.” The truth probably is that Alf Vardi modified
these views lster on, and while quite alive to the advantages of Europesans
¢rading in his province, desired thas they should confine themselves to trading,
and pot import their Western quarrels into Bengal, and becoine too military;
and he advised his successor to enforce thia.
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THE BLACK HOL:’

western end of the present Bengal Government {**wiikir'y ) build-
ings. Finally, in spite of remonstrance from the; seatef Tiectors;
and apparently from some of the local military fBeers, thegrhole of
the defensive work had been allowed to fall into such a state of bad

repair, as to be quite unfit to resist any well-organized attack.~The -

curtains and terraces were so generally shaky as not to admit.of
cannon being used on%them. The defensive fire was wauimly -
restricted to that frond the bastions and gdate, wenkesh-part of -
the fort was the south side, as there, for the pylliose of providing
“inereased accommodation, wareliouses called “ the new gewlowns ¥
had been built a few years before the period we are comeerned
with. These are desceribed as being constructed “contiguous te
-.the south curtain.” They occupied the space between the south-
“Ywestern and south-eastern bastions, and intercepted the flanking firg
of these. To compensate for this military blunder, the roof was
made strong enough to carry a battery of light guns.
In June, 1756, the Governor of the settlement was Roger Drake.
The garrison proper coneisted of about 180 men, only a third ol
whom were Europeans; they had never had any active mi-tary
training. They were under five officers ; of these Captain Buchanan
 was the only one of any great experience. To supplement the
“fighting strength, the European and Armenian inhabitonts” were
enrolled as militia ; most of these had never handled a musket before.

Poons also were enlisted in larze numbers for quasi-military duty,

who showed their zeal by deserting at the earliest opportusnity, -
111 adapted as the Fort was for defence (it was In reality much
Jess so then that at Kasimbazdr), still the ‘best hope of & protrasted
.. Swlding out, til} relief or withdrawal offered -by the river, isy in.
" “4rusting to it, -and in concentrating the garmson and European
““iihabitants within it, having hrst demolished as many as possible
- of the adjacent houses overlooking it. Unfortunately, the Fort was
- prohounced incapable of defence, und it was arranged by the too
many counsellors who were suffered to have a vaice in the matter,
to meet the enemy in the principal streete and avenues, and at
improvised outposts. No better scheme for spreading out and
wasting the, untrained and insufficient defending force could have
been devised. It is very evident, from the cotemporary records,
how little Caleufta realized, even at the eleventh hour, what an
avalanche was ghout to burst on it. One writer (Hastings’ MSS,)
. says, “The military were very urgent for demolishing all the
houses, knowinf that if once the enemy got pessession of the white
“ houges, there would be nostanding on the factory walls. However,
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the pulling down the houses was a thing they would not think of,
not knowing whether the Company would reimburse them the
money they cost.” Captain Grant says, on the same head,—

‘It may be justly asked, why we did not propose the only
method, that as I thought then, and do now, could give us the
least chance of defending the place in case of a vigorous attack—
the demolition of all the houses adjacent to the Fort, and sur-
rounding it with a ditch and glacé? But so little credit was then
given, and even to the very last day, that the Nawab would venture
to attack us or offer to force our lines, that it occasioned a general
grumbling and discontent to leave any of the European houses
without them. ... And should 1t be proposed by any person
to demolish as many houses as should be necessary to make-the
fort defensible, his opinivn would have been thought pusilanimous
and ridiculous.” Further on, however, this authority gives another
reason, viz., that both time and gunpowder were wanting for the
necessary destruction of buildings., Trenches and breastworks
were therefore made, and all the narrow passesleading to the town
were obstructed by ditches. *Intrenchments,” writes the junior
civilian, ‘‘werc begun tobe thrown up across the park, and a ravelin
to defend the front gateof the factory, but had no time tofinish them.”.

Three principal outlyiug batteries were also constructed and
mounted. One about 300 yards in front of the main gate (about
where now stands the Scotch church). Another to the south
of the Fort, at the edge of a creek leading to the Salt-water
Lake (¢.., at the corner of the old burial ground, aboul where
Hastings Street, Council House Street, and Government Place now
meet), The third was to the north on the bank of the river
(about at the foot of Clive-ghat Street). A large number of peons
and burkundauzus occupied posts at the Mahratta Ditch, but
they went over to the enemy. In fact, with their small force, no
gerious attempt was made to defend this work, though it was dug -
only three or four years before. 1t covered the settlement only
on the north and east ; it was abandoned before being continued
to the south, 'The English also endeavoured to get assistance fromn
the neighbouring Dutch and French factories. The former begged
to be excused ; the latter offered a defensive and offensive alliance,
provided the English would quit their settlement for Chanderna-
gore, whose fort could be much better defended. “ We wrote the-
latter a very genteel letter,” says the indignant young civilian,
“ thanking them for their offer of assistance, and as we were v
very great want of ammunition, requested they would spare us a
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quantity of powder and shot. To this we had no reply till the
Nabob was near Calcutta, when the Frenchmen put off their
grimace, assuring us of the impossibility of complying with our
demand, as they might provoke the Nabob by it. That we should
expect the ¥rench woukl assist us and be dupes to that fantastical
natioh is most intolerable. However, when the Nabob demanded
supplies of powder from them soon after, they could then fin.i
sufficient to give him 150 barrels, and could connive also at the
desertion of near 30 men, which joined the Nabob's army before the
taking of Calcutta, and commanded the artillery under Monsieur
St. Jacque.,” Captain Grant, the Adjutant-General, also mentions
the presence of Europeans with Siraj ud Dowla’s army at Caleatta.
I have seen this faet stated nowherc else, save in these two manu-
scTipt accounts.  Grant says they learned from prisoners taken
while the attack was gomyg on, that the enemy had with them
“20 Europeans and 80 Chittygong Fringeye, under the com-
mand of one who styled himself Le Marquis de St. J aque, a French
renegard (sic), for the management of their artillery.” The English
also had a French licutenant fighting on their side, o Monsienr La
Beavme, who Grant says “was a French officer and left Chander-
nagore on a point of honour.” He behaved very gallantly before
he escaped.

The result of the “ tragedy of errors,” as Holwell calls the hurried
preparations for defence, which were all in the wrong direction,
was that on the evening of the 18th June, on which the enemy had
surrounded the town, they were in possession of all the outposts on
which the chief dependeme had been placed, and had driven the
English inside the Fort, |

011 the 16th, the enemy first appeared to the northward of Cal-
cutta and trmd to force an entrance there, but being warmly
received by a battery at Perrin’s Point (Chitpur), they turnad off
eastwards towards Dum Dum, and from that direction on the
morning of the 18th swarmed all round the town, plandering and
setting fire to every bazaar in their way, On the 17 th, the English -
also set fire to as many bazaars as they could to their front and to
the south as far as Govindpore, ‘¢ when many of our people bemg
detected plundering, were instantly punished with decapitation.”

On the 18th, they issued orders that no quarter was to be given,
a8 the jails could hold no more prisoners, and naturally enuugh
they apprehended that the Nawab’s forces would similarly ret.ahata
The baunt of the fighting on this day fell on the outpost which
firet received the enemy coming from the eastward, The battery
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stationed with this object opposite the Mayor's Court was partly
selt by a detachment of the militia, commanded by Holwell. It
was in a very exposed position, and was very obstinately defended.
%o heavy was the fire on it from the points of vantage near, that
«itly the men necessary to work the guns were at last allowed to
reriain in it the rest got under cover within the Court house and
rook up the places from time to time of those who were shot
G o WL

At length Captain Clayton, the military officer in charge, directed
Holwell to go to the Fort at 5 pun. to report the state of things
and get orders. Holwell returned with orders from the Governor
to withdraw, *and to spike up tlhe cdnnon we could not bring oft.”
L, unfortumately, they seem to have heen unable to drag away
any of the guns, save one field-piece, the heaviest of which (18-
nonnders) were afterwards turned against their position with
fisastrous effects. The loss of this battery led to the recall of all
the others with undue precipitancy, and finally to the abandonment
on that night or following morning, of all the cutposts, including
one at the Governor's house (present Metcalfe Hall), which ex-
posed the southern defence, and a ghat leading down to the river.

In addition to those carrying arms, who with their families re-
trcated to the Fort, there were also huddled together about 3,000
“ unnecessary people,” variously styled ¢ black Chrishans,”
Portuguese, “ slaves,” &e., who all sought refuge, and added to the
ronsternation and confusion., “ Provisions,” wrifes the Adjutant-
(teneral, “had been laid in, but proper persons had not been
appointed to look after them ; and the general desertion of the
black fellows, amongst whom were all the cooks, left us to starve
in the midst of plenty. All the men at the outposts had no refresh-
ment for twenty-four hours, which occasioned constant complaint
and grumbling all'this night, We were so abandoned by all sorts
of labourers, that we could not get carried up on the ramparts
cotton bales and sand-bags for the parapets of the hastions, which
were very low and the embrasures so wide that they hardly afforded
any shelter.” Late on the evening of the 18th as many as possible
of the ladies, women and chiidren, &c., were got on board the ship-
ping. Two members of Council who were also acting as officers of
militia, Mesars. Manningham and Frankland, embarked with the
ladies, having “tendered themsclves” for this duty ; or, as the young
civilian’s account puts it, “our colonel and lieatenant-coloacl of
militia preferred euntering the list among the number of women
rather than defend the Company’s and their own property. Aecord-
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ingly they went off with them, and though sevcral messages wero
cent them to attend council if they did not choose to fight, still
no persuasion could avail” Messrs. Holwell and Cooke give
similar testimony on this head, Meantime the enemy contented
themselves with throwing a few fire arrows into the Fort ; they wero
very busy plundering, and bringing up the guns that had fallen
into their possession. ; |
Two councils of war, which the civilian remarks were much too
public and general, were held during the night, when, owing to
failure of ammunition amongst other reasons, the Fort was pro-
nounced no longer tenable, and a plan of orderly retreat by the
river was proposed by Holwell for the following night, the interval
Leing employed in getting off the-Company’s records, treasure, &e.,
&c.  No resolution was come to, and nothing was settled save that
retreat wne inevitable. * In this state of irresolution, attended
with great confusion,” writes Captain Grant, “did we remain without
fixing on any settled scheme till near daylight, then adjourned to
wait what the morning might produce in hopes of making our
“retreat next might.” . |
What ¢ the morning” produced was this . «June 19, }iv daybreak
the enemy began playing upon the church and factory from two
18-pounders ; they fired with wall-pleces and small arms from
"every hole and corner, and ail our efforts to dispossess them of the
houses proved ineffectual. Appearing in prodigious swarms all
round the factory, they struck a panic in many, expecting every
moment the place would be stormed, and as no quarter was given
none could be expected.” Captain Grant says that the artillery
from the Fort during the early morning did “terrible execution”
amongst the crowded enemy, but did not at all keep down the
attacking fire. Soon occurred the incident which obliges us fo
lock back on some portion of the defence of Calcutta with
Bnmilistion. | T . o
As this is the first and only instance In the history of British
‘India, in which those bearing the names of Englishmen, and placed
in & conspicuous position in a time of war, set an example of
. cowardice, desertion and inhumanity, it will be better to let an
eye-witness or two speak $o the facts. The Adjutent-General's
_ecoount goes more into personal detail than any that 1 have seen.
iJ¥e certainly is a witness well qualified to testify about a stampede
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from the Company’s honse to the wharf, but when I came down I found
it to be falze. On my return (sic) to the back gate, I observed the
Governor standing on the stair head of the Ghaut ; I eame up to him
ts know if he had any commands, but found him only beckoning to
hig servant who stood iu a ponsay a little above the Ghaut. T saw
nambers of boats setting off from different places with Europeans in
them. The Guvernor just took time to mention ihe bad consequences
of the ships dropping down, that it discouraged everybody ; sccing the
boats set off and not another then at the Ghaut, except a budgerow
which Mr, Macket and Capfain Minchin were going aboard of, he called
to me that he found everyone were providing for their own security,
and without giving me time to mako answer ran up along shore to the
ponsay where his servant wasaboard. I first thought he only wanted to
speak to his gervant to secure the hoat, but seeing him step in in somewhat
of a hurry I followed, and before I came into the boat desired to know
what he was about. On his making answer that he was going on hoard
the ships, I earnestly entreated lie would first acquaint the garrison of
11s design.  He represented the impossibility of making a regular re-
treat on many accounts, and sald when they saw him retreat such as
coitld poasibly find boats would follow. Looking behind, I perceived
Mz Bﬁﬂkﬂt and Captain Minchin setting off, and the stairs full of
Europeans pressing to do the same. I considered the retreat to be
general, and that everyone who could lay hold of a conveyance would
choose to escape falling into the hands of a merciless enemy, and so,
with Mr. O'Hara, thought it justifiable to follow the Governor in a state
of such apparent confusion and disorder, though greatly grieved to see
how mauy of my friends and countrymen were likely tn fall a sacrifice
for want of boats, as I believe there was not anotherat the Ghaut when
the Governor came awsy.  We got on hoard the Dodalay, where Messrs,
Frankland »td Mamninghais were with most of the women, 1 then
represented ro the Governor the cruelty of abandoning so many gentle-
men to the mercy of such an enemy, and requested he would order the
ships and sloops to move up before the Fort, by which means we should
be able to send the boats under their cover to bring off our distressed
frieuds.* But the captain of the ship, representing the danger it would
be attended with, and the impossibility of getting the ships back in
case they went up again before the Fort, the Governor thought proper
not to inslst on 1t.”  The junior civilian adds this scrap of information:
“ Upon the Governor going off several muskets were fired at him, but
none were lucky enough to take place !

——— - m———— _———r - —— — - e . W —am r—— e . —— e T

* Minchin and Grant were subseguently sentenced to be dismissed the
service for desertion of {heir posis. Grant successfully pleaded the circam-
stances stated above--his urging the return of the Governor's ship—as he was
afterwards reinatated. “It does not appear,” says Colonel Broome {‘ History
Bengal Army’), “that they were triese by court-martial, but that they
receivad their sentence of dismissal from the Governor and Council, most of
whom must have blushed to record their decision.”
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Drake is said to have behaved with courage up to the moment of
his flight, cheerfully taking his part with the lowest in-the-labour
that devolved on all. He must have lost his head and yielded to
evil example and the impulse of terror. ¢ What weak heart,” a8 -
Thackeray finely says,  confident before trial, may not sucoumb
under temptation invincible !”  But his subsequent conduct when
lie had opportunity for reflection admits of no palliation. Indeed,
it may be gathered from the civilian’s narrative, that the
Governor tried to swagger when he was safe down the river and the
relieving squadron from Madras was insight. “ We hoisted Eng-
lish colours just without the Dutch bounds at Fulta, when: Mr.
Drake seemed to wake from his lethargy and affixed an
advertisement at every public place, wherein he desired to be
aceused in writing, and know in what he had been guilty during the
late troubles. . . . 1 took the liberty of answering if, wherein
I acquainted the Council Board of the 11l consequences attending a
junior servant’s taxing a merhber of the Doard of ill-conduct
without a sanction from the Company for their so doing, and
that they must not eonclude from no one’s doing it at present
that they should not whenever the Company thought proper to
demand it.”

Tneredible as it may seem to-day, the civilian deserters do not
appear to have been called Lo account bv the Home Government ;
Manninghain, Frankland, and Macket are even promoted in Couneil
in a despatch dated 11th April, 1758, Drake’s name does not
appear as Governor in any despatch sent out after the news of the
taking of Calcutta may have reached England. He was associated,
however, under orders from home, as one of a Select Committes
with Clive and two others. What a yea-nay-thing he appeared to
that man of action may be gathered from his Lordship’s-evidence
before the Parliamentary Committee, viz. ;' ‘It was taken into

. consideration by the Committee whether they ghould undertake the
attack of Chandernagore at the risk of displeasing the Nawnb and
having his anny to encounter, Mr. Drake gave an opinton that no-
vody could make anything of.” “ We voted,” adds .Clive, * Mr.
Drake’s no opinion at all.” Malcolm says, that eventually * it was
rasolved to dismiss Mr. Drake, upon whose incompetency all appear
to have agreed.” ¥ |

‘ 'gf: Groﬂa in his “ Voysge tothe East Indies’’ in the aothority for the very im.
probabie story that Drake pleaded his being & Quaker a8 & reason for a man
of peace hurrying away from & scene of bloodehed, &c. Veltaire got hold of
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Wlen matters had come to this lamentable pass, the remnant of
the besieged with one accord masisted on that being done which
should have been done a week before, namely, that seniority, and
all ideas founded on pipe-clay and red-tape, should be disregarded,
and that the one man who seemed best adapted for action in the
crisis now reached should be given uncontrolled com mand.

John Cooke, a Bengal ecivilian, thus gave evidence before the
Parliamentary Committee :—-

“As soon as it was known the Governor had left the Factory, the
-gate towards the river was immediately locked to pravent sny further
ﬁaaarti&n, and the general voice of the garrison ca.lferd for Mr. Holwell
to take the charge of their defence upon him. A council being hastily
summoned, Mr. Pearkes, the senior then on shore, waived his richt to
the Government in favour of Mr, Holwell, who thereupon acted in all
respocts as Commander-in-Chief, and exerted his utmost ko encourage
everyone.*  Signals were now thrown out from every part of the Fort
for the ships to come up again to their station, in hopes-they would
have reflected (after the first impuise of their panic was over) how cruel,
as well as shameful, it was to leave their countrymen to the mercy of
a barbarous enemy ; and for that reason we made 1o doubt they would
have attempted to cover the retreat of those left behind now they had
secured their own ; but we deceived ourselves, and there never was a
single effort made in the two days the Fort held out after their desertion
to send a boat or vessel to bring off any part of the garrison. All the
19th the enemy pushed on their attack with great vigour, and having
possessed themselves of the church, not thirty or forty yards from the
east curtain of the Fort, they galled the garrison in a terrible manner,
and killed and wounded a prodigious number. In order to prevent
this havoe as much as possible, we got up a quantity of broadcloth in
bales with which. we made traverses along the curtains and bastions ;
‘we fixed up likewise some bales of eotton against the parapets (which
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this excuse, hnd thus cynicaily observes on jt: Le Gouverneur de Calcutta
nommé Drak etait bien different du fameux amipal Drak. On a dit, on a
ecrit "qu'il etait de cette religion nazaréene primitive professés par ces
respectables Pensylvanieus que nous connaissons sous le nom de quakers, Ces
primitifs dont la patrie est Philadelphie dans le Nouveau-Monde, et qui
doiveat faire rougir le notre, ont 1a méme horreyur du 3ang que les brames, Ils
regardent la guerre comme un crime. Drak etait un marchant trés habile et
un hoonéte homme : il avait jusque-la caché sa religion ; Il se declara ot le
cons-il la fit embarquer aur le Gange pour le mettre A couvert.” -

* Clive must have recognized that Holwell was & man fit for command at a
eritical time. In 1759, when Caleutts was denuded of troops during the
hoatilities against the Datch, the militia was called oul, consisting wmaiuly of
the European inhabitants, for the defencs of the fort and settlement, and the
corninand entrusted to Holwell by Clive,
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were very thin and of brickwork only) to resist the cannoxns balls, and
did éverything in our power to baflle their attempt and hold out, if pos-.
sible, till the Prince Grorge (a Company’s ship employed in the country)
could drop duwn low encugh to give us an opportunity of getting on
bosrd. This ship had, in the commencement of hostilities (on the 16th),
bden ordered up to Perrin’s to assist that redoubt in case the enemy
madg a second attack ; but after they wheeled their army round towards
Dumdumma, - the party at that post was withdrawn, aa no longer
necessary, and the Prince George directed to fall down to her station,
opposite the south-essé bastion of the Fort. She was in sight about
noon of the 19th, and was now the only glimmering of nope left us fo
escape falling into the hands of the Moors. Our situativn and distress
- was therefore communicated to the commander of her (Thomnas Hague),

and he positively diveeted to bring his ship as near the Fort as he could
without loss of time. These instructions were transmitied on board by
_the hands of Messrs. Pearkes and Lewis, and we began now to enter-
tain some expectation of making a general retreat, notwithstandin
what had happened in the morning; but it was otherwise determine
by Providence, for, by some strange fatality, the Prince George ran
aground a little above the Factory (owing to the pilot's misconduct,
who lost his presence of mind) and was never after got off,

‘The enemy suspended their attack as usual when it grew davrk;
but the night was not less dreadful on that account. The Company’s
house, Mr. Cruttenden's, Mr. Nixon's, Doctor Knox’s, and the martne
yard were now in flames, and exhibited a spectacle of unspeakable
torror. We were surrounded on all sides by the Nawab’s forces which
made a retreat by land impracticable ; and we had not even the shadow -
of a prosrect to effect a retreat by water after the Prince George run .

und. e .

¢ O the first appearance of dawn of the 20th June, the besiegers re-
newed their cannonading—they pushed the siege this morning with =
much more warmth and vigour than ever they had done,” &w

Holwell's account of the same transactions shows that, 'de;pﬁmtﬂ
as the position of the remaining defenders was, even still there
would have been safety for all, and disaster would kave been balf
retrieved, if the panic-stricken deserters had arrajgéd: for some of

the vessels and boats coming back on the floed tide, and anchoring
under the guns of the Fort. | . .

¢ Your Prosident, with the rest of tlie ships, vessels, and boats,
followed ther the 19th about nine in the forenoon ; they lay in sight
of our Fort and flax fiying until the 20th. About eleven in the fore-
noon they saw the Prince George, our last resource, was agroucd, and
could not come down to our succour, and heard us engaged with the
enem.y during all this period. They know the desperate state they
had left and abandoned us in, without a&l}?ouib ity or means of
- escape or retreat ; and this their own doingl * They were sensible we

-
-
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had not ammunition to defend the Fort two days, or if we had, that
our strength, with continued - fatigue, watching, and action, wss
exhausted, and that we were reduced to the wretched alternatives of
either sacrifieing our lives by resolving to die sword in hand, or sux- -
render ourselves to an enraged and merciless enemy : and yet neither
ships, vessels nor boats were sent to favour our retreat, inquire what
was our fate, or whather we existed or had perished. |

‘“ A single aloop or boat sent up on the night of the 18th might have
hailed us from the bastions without risk, even if the place had been in
possession of the enemy, the contrary of which they would have been
ascertained of, and the flest might have moved up that night. Thia
motion would have put fresh spirits into us and given dismay to the
enemy alrimdfr not a little disheartened by the numbers slain in the
day when dislodged from the houses round us, Had the ships moved
up, and our forces reunited and part of the ammunition on board
them been disenibarked for the service of the Fort, the Suba might
at last have becn obliged to retreat with his army, or at most, the
effects might have been shipped off on the 20th even in the face of
the enemy, withcut their having power to obstruct it, and a general
- retreat made of the whole garrison, as glorious to ouraclves, all circum-
stances considercd, as a victory would have been. The gentlemen
would then have found a plan ready formed to the minutest circum-
stances for a genoral retreat that would have been attended with no
disorder, eonfusic n or difficulty, if proper resolution and command had
appeared. Had your President, as was incumbent on him, hoisted
his flag on board the Dodalay, of which he was likewise part owner,
and moved up even on the 20th, not a man or vessel but would have
followed him, an< he would then have been early enough to have given
a new face to thizgs ; but in place of that he rendered himsclf totally
inexcusable by nci only quitting us himself, but in telling others, and
amongst them sor-e of the officers of the militia then on board the
Dodalay, that the retreat was general, thereby cooling the resolniions
and endeavours of those who were returning to us, and had neveronce
entertained a thought of quitting the Fort,” Elsewhere, Holwell
says ‘—* Had we been joined in our councils, and the ships continued
under the protection of our guns, or been brought back,* and any, the
least command ex«rted, we had it in our power to leave the Suba the
bare walls of your Fort only, without & gun in it that would bave.
been of any use to him, or injury to us or the shipping.”
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* AW the accounis agree that ome excuse for their not comirg back
was, because {matehless argument in the ouths of officers deserting their men,
of soldiers and gailers a-hundﬂning their cnmra.den} k Captah{ Yﬂlll'lg', COMe
suander of the Dodalay, represented it a¢ a dangerous attempt”!! The
civilian’s manuscript aads that this vessel would not even give a cable and
snchor to aid in the attempt to get off the stranded Prince Georye, mupporting the
refusal on the ground, that as the bad weather was at hand all the gear wotild
be needed for herself. If it were possible to apportion the scorn which hiatory
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The Fort was fiercely defended for about thirty hours after the
Governor left it, and this against an enemy flushed with every kind
“of success, and enabled hour by hour to bring a heavier fire to bear
upon every part of it. |

By noon of the 20th, of the one hundred and seventy men left
after the descrtion, twenty-five had been killed, and about twice
ag many wounded, owing mainly fo an attempt of the enemy to
carry the northern curtain by escalade, under the support of a
heavy musketry tire from a remnant of Mr. Cruttenden’s house
(present Bonded Warehouse). All were exhausted, and (according
t0 some) many of the lower ranks were under the influence of arrack.,

Great pressure had been put on Holwell to make overtures to
the enemy for & cessation of hostilities, pending the ascertaining of
the pleasure of the Suba. He strongly opposed this as futile ; how-
ever, to quict his own people, he caused letters to be thrown over
addressed ‘o two of the Suba’s generals, explaining that the de-
fonce of the Fort was persisted in in preservation of life and
honour. By this, too, he hoped to gain time to put in execution a
scheme of foreing + retreat that night through the southern barrier
by the river side, and of raarching to the cover of the ships lying
at ¥ Surman’s.”  This, he says, they meditated, * having no depen-
dence on the clemency of the enemy we had to deal with.”

For more than two hours after the repulse of the northern attack,
the encrmy disappeared, lat abont 4 p.m, word was brought Holwell
that a man was advancing with a flag, and caliing out to cease
firity, and offering quarter in case of surrender. It was hastily
agreed that this should be answered by the showing of a flag of
truce, with which Holwell repaired to the S. E. bastion
Soon afteryyards “ multitudes of the eneny came oubt of their
hiding places round us, and flocked under the walls.” In answer
to Ilolwell, one of the encmy’s officers called out that the Suba
was there, and his pleasurc was that we should strike our colours
and surrender. Before ILiolwell could reply, Mr. Baillie, who
wes standing by him, was wounded, and an attempt was simultane-
cusly made to foree the S. W. barrier and eastern gate. A gun
was brought to biosr on the latter, and the enemy ordered to with-

—m
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deals out to the chief culprits in this disgraceful flight, and dastardly skalking
from duty, fuil measure pressed down and running over must fall to the lot of
the selfish and cowardly sailor who thua belied every tradition of his gallant
calling.
* Or, *Surman’s Gardens”—about the site of Coolie Bazsar, or more
modern “ Haatings,”
C
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draw, which they did, the flag of truce was taken down, and
Holwell “hastened to the parade to jssue orders for a general
discharge of our cannon and small arms,” ¢“The momeni I
arrived there, Captain Dickson, who now commands the ILively
(grabb), at present in our service, and just after him Ensign Walcot
came running to me and told me the western gate was forced by
our own people and betrayed.” Ome account says that some of the
defenders tried to escape by that means, as during the brief truce
the enemy stormed the S. W, bastion * under cover-of a prodigious
thick smoke.” When Holwell rushed from the parade fo the &. k.
bastion, where Captain Buchanan was in charge, he found some of
the enemy’s colours planted even there. “I asked him how he
could suffer it ; he replied he found further resistance was m v’
The sight that met Holwell’s look round convinced him that it
was 80, as *the Moors,” with the id of bamboos and ladders, were
swarming in by the 8. W. bauriers and by the new go-downes,
This was the end. The storm:rs refrained from bloodshed,* and
took to looting instead, depriving the gentlernen of their watches,
buckles and any valuables they had about them. To the first
native officer whom he saw coming towards him from tho S. W,
hastion, Holwell delivered his pistols, and was told to irstantly
order the British colours to be cut down. - This he refused to do,
saying that, as masters of the Iort, they raight order it themselves.
His sword was demanded then, but this he declined to give unless
in the presence of the Suba.  With this object he was conducted
round the ramparts till they came opposite 0 where Biraj ud Dowla
was outside. Holwell salaamed to him from the rampmit, and ther.
delivered his sword to tho Jemadar. The Suba returned the
salaam frow his litter, and then moved round by the northern
curtain and entered the Fort by the small river gate. His younger
hrother was with him.  Helwell “had three imterviews with him
that evening, one in Duwbar” At first he -“expressed much
resenbment at our presumption in defending ihe Ford against his
army with so few men, asked why I did not yun away with my
Governor, &c., &ec., and sevmed yuuch disappointed and dissatisfied
ot tho sum fonnd in the treasury; asked me many questions on
this subject, and on the conclusion he assured me on the word of
o soldier that no harm should come to me, which he repeated more
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* Thix unexpected forbearance should be remembered to the credii of the

enemy, to whom “no quarter " had been given, snd frow whom the defencers
acknowledized they could not hope for any.
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than once.” Even Grant, the Adjutant-General, acknowledges the
stubborn defence offered by those who stood by their trust and
‘their colours to the last, and who determined that the captors
should have to pay dearly for their prize. To say, as Macaulay
does, that ‘“the Fort was taken after a feeble resistance,” is to
ignore the latter stages of the struggle snaintained chiefly by the
civilians,* The enemy’s list of killed and wounded warrants the
belief that the resistance on the whole was the reverse of feeble.
Holwell, in his first report of the loss of Caleutta written to the
Bembay Governmentin .J uly from Murshiibad, to which the Nawab
and most of his officers had refurned, says, “ Of the enemy we
hilled first and last, by their own confession, 5000 of their troops
and 80 Jemadars and officers of consequence, cxclusive of their
wounded,”

‘ T TANK SsgQuaRet i
_.sz.._...__

* Gholam Husein Khan, the cotemporary writer, pays this tribute ¢ Hol well
and hisfellow.defenders. “ Mr. Drake finding that matiers want hard with him,
abandoned everything, and fled without so mach as giving notice to his
countrymen. He took shelter on board of a ship, and with awmall namber of

friends and principal persons he dissppeared at onoce. Thrse that remained,
finding thﬁnﬁulﬂ?ibnndnued by their chief, concluded their cass must be

desperate ; yet most of them were img with such & sense of honour,
tha:t, prefarr{ng death to life, they fought it out uatil their powder and ball
failing at loat, they bravely drank up the bitter oup of death ; some others,
" seized by the claws of destiny, were made prisoners.’ H o
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CHAPTER 1L .
. ‘ o
THE BLACK HOLE

. 9.—THE IMPRISONMENT.

Tae captors were In possession of the Foxt about six o'clock in
the evening of the 20th of June ; 2! that time of year in Calcutta
there is still an hour orso of daylight remaining. For the due -
understanding of what occurred iiexb, ‘s little explanation as to the
arrangeiment of certain rooms in a portion of the Fort will be
neCessary. |

The main entrance to the Fort was through a fortified gate
in the eastern curtain wall. At cach side of this gate extended
a range of chambers adjoining the curtain; in other words, the
whole length of space inside of, or backed by, the curfain was
Jivided into sections of the needed dimensions by light cross walls;
the roofs of the rooms so obtained was the patupetted terrace above.
We are now concerned only with the chambers on the left of the
gate, i.e., betweel the gate and the 8. L. bastion. The first room
on the luft of anyone entering the Fort by the east gate was called
“ the court of guard ;” 1t was simply the room occupied by the
soldiers who were on duty at the main gate The next room O
the left, and led into from the guard room, was & larger one called
the barracks. Further still to the left, beyond the barracks, and
separated from 1t by a partition wall, was the last room, adapted
for and used as a cell.  Along the back of the barracks and of the
last room ran & platform, raised from the ground; and wide enough tor
men to lie on. The chambers were about fifteen feet deep from
east to west, where they ended in. arches; at their west entrance,
running along the ground between the arches, was a low so-called
parapet wall. These arched entrances to the chambers opened into
% verandal ; the latter was probably about twelve feet deep from
east to west, where it also ended in arches, which led into the open
area and parade ground of the Fort. Anyone looking east from
the body of the Fort mto the chambers thus described must there-
fore see them throngh a double row of arches, between which
longitudinally intervened a passage some twelve feet wide, some-
times referred to as a ¢ piazza.” The outer and the inner arches
were opposite each other. Those who may not be familiar with



) .|l.. 7 . b1 Y, -

NVTId aGaNNOHD : i
ZT avVvEaAVvV 4 . ] b o8 . | N
] @ W : _“..w ____...m.mﬂ » il * . n. ; 7 % .

Y g NV u S A

" iy
i A, T
i .|.la.- I

fold” - , VLLAOIVO WVITIIM E.mo._m a’io






THE BLACK HOLE,

the ordinary Indian verandah, with its arches and valmme Will:
now, perhaps, understand what Holwell wishes to conviy Whén-
he says the barracks  were open to the west by arches auda xmulh
- parapet wall, corresponding to the arches of the verandah withagt®
‘+ Before the chamber,” writes Orme, “ was a verandah or open.
gallery of arched masonry, and intended to shelter the soldiers from-
the sun and rain; but being low it almost totally obstructed the
chambers behind from the light and air.” In fact, the low arched
masonry opening (outside) was found probably to be the most eco-
nomieal and durable expedient for keeping out the drving rain, to-
which during the long south-west monsoon, chambers opening to
the west wers exposed.

Dark, dismal and stiffing, as this accommodation for the well-
behaved soldier was, it must have been paradise when compared with
that provided for the refractory onse, when, maddened to insubordi-
nation by arrack, mosquitoes, and heat, he was “run in” fo the
punishment cell at the further or southernmost end of the barracks.
The dimensions of this prison room are roughly given by Orme as
“ not twenty feet square.” Holwell calls it a cube of about exghteen
feet ; but Cooke particularizes a little more, and says i{ was about
eighteen feet long and fourteen feet wide. It was obtained by
cutting off some feet from the length of the barracks by a m\:‘gﬁ
wall rvaching to the roof; in this interposed wall was a door whieh
opened inwards, The custody of any occupant, and intensified
heat, gloom, and isolation, were secared by building up the iwo
inner arches of it, which looked on the verandah, leaving in. amch
- of these a barred opening ealled by courtesy a window. It ‘win
bounded on the east and south by dead walls (Z.e., by the ovslsin
wall and hy a portion of the 8. E. hastion), on the no Hﬂw
partition wall and door, and on the west by the bricksd-atp asehes
the windows in which, strongly barred with iron, afforded the only.
inlets for light and air from the dark verandah. No wonder that
in barrack parlance this chamber, a vile and stupid tmp of
western barbarity, weni by the name, which through &
calamity has become historic—the Black Hole, . 77

The number of people who became priséners, on the Fort falling
into the enemy’s hands, was one hundred and forty-six ; they were
of all sorts and conditions, black, brown, and white., Most accounts
agree that there was only one woman mongst them. Mﬂ:ny_ of

this shattered remnant were wounded ; all were in s state of extreme
exhaustion. When it was dark ‘they were directed to collect, all
‘without distinction, nnder the arched, verandah described, and to =it

e
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down quietly in one body. Thia fhay did, their backs being turned

to the borracks and its prison, and their faces looking out west

towards the parade ground of the Fort, where *were drawn up
about four or five hundred gun-men with lighted forches.” Besides
the guard imunediately. over them, * another was placed at the foot
of the staire at the south end of the verandah leading up to the
‘8. E. bastivm, to prevent any of us ascaping that way.” At this
time the factory buildings were on fire to the right and left of the
collected prisoners, and as the flames advanced towards them they
apprehended that their death by suffocation and fire was designed.

This fear was strengthened by their seeing, about half-past seven,
' some officers with torches going into the chambers at their right and
at their hacks, as though they intended to set those on fire also. A
hasty determination was come to “of rushing on their guards, seizing
their scymitars, and attacking the troops on the parade, rather than
be thue temely roasted alive” Before attempting this, Holwell
went back 1o the torch-bearers, and found that they were merely
looking for a place to secure the prisoners in for the night, * the lnst
apartment they examined being the barracks of the court of guard
behind us.” | - -

What occurred immediately after this had better be given in

Holwell’s own words ;—

‘¢ We observed part of the guard drawnup on the parade advance to
as with the officers who had been viewing the roonws. They ordered
us all to rise and go into the harracks to the left of the conrt of guard.
In we went most readily, and were pleasing ourselyes with the prospect
of passing a comfortable night on the platform, little dreaming of the'
infornal apartment in reserve for us. For we were no sconer all witnin
the barracks, than the guard advanced to the inner arches and parapet
wall, and, with their muskets presented, ordered us to go inte the
room at the southermost end of the barracks, commonly called the
Black Hole prison ; whilst others from the court of with clubs
and drawn scymitars, pressed npon those of us next to them. This
stroke was so sudden, so unexpected, and the throng and pressure so
great upon us next the dvor of the Black Hole prison, there was no
resisting it, but, like one agitated wave impelling another, we were
oblived to give way and onter; the rest followed like o torrent, few
amonget us, the soldiers excepted, having the least idea of the dimen-
gions or nature of a place we had never seen ; for if we had, we should
at ull events have rushed upon the guard, and becn, as the lesser ovil,

by our owu choiee cut 1o pieces.”
Tho following incident occurred just before they were locked up.
“ Here T must detain you a ttle to do honour to the memory of a
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man {0 whom I had in many instances been a friend, and who on this
occasion demonstrated his sensibility of it in a degree worthyof a much
higher rank. His name was Leech, the Company’s smith, as well as
clerk of the parish; thisa man had made his escape when the Moors
entered the Fort, aud returned just as it was dark to tell me he had
provided & boat, and would ensure my escape if 1 would follow him
through a passage few were acquainted with, and by which he had
then entered. (This might easily have been accomplished, as the

guard put over us took but very slight notice of us.) I thanked him
in the beat terms I was able, but told him it was a step I could not
prevail on myself to take, as I should thereby very ill repay the
attachment the gentlemen and the garrison had shown to me; and
that I was resolved to share their fate, be it what it would ; but pressed
him to secure his own escape without loss of time, to which he gallantly

replief that then he was resolved to share mine, and would not leave
me.’’ -

Holwell, having been amengst the first thrust into the prison,
gained onc of the windows (that neavest to the dour), into which
he took two of the youngest wounded officers, who soon died either
from euffocation, or under the awful pressure occasioned by all
trying to get near the opening, It was now about eight o'clock.

The night was the hottest and sultriest of the whole year, that

immediately beforc the first fall of the monsoon rains; these did
not begin till the night of the 21st, when it rained in torrents.
When the heat and smoke proceeding from the huildings  on
fire all’ around are taken into account besides, no estimate coming
up to reality can be formed of what the stifling temperature must
have been.
It would serve no useful end to recall in any detail the sufferings
of the victims in the Black Hole. Those curicus about such
matters can find in Holwell's narrative a minute account of the
ten hours’ incarceration:—-*“ Nothing in history or fiction approaches
the horrors which were recounted by the few survivors of that
night.” - S |

What Holwell's experience was may be summarised thus: On
realizing the trap they were in, he still acted as their chief,
and besought them to try and keep calm, as the only chance of
escape from death. At first they listened to his entreaty, and
nothing was heard save the cries and groans wrung from the many
wounded. He next promised money to an old Jemadar of the

—— rmErer———————s— = = - W r

* This noble fellow’s gratitude and fide: iy cost him his life; he died in the
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guard to try and get the door opened or the prisoners divided ; this
could not be done. In a few minutes all were streaming with
perspiration, giving rise to infolerable thirst. Many expedients
were proposed as a possible means of getting more room, or some
movement of air. All, save Holwell and two or three next him,
- got out of their clothes, An attempt was made to sit and rise
alternately at word of comm.and, but this proved fatal to the weaker
captives who, so tightly were they wedged, had not strength to
struggle to their feet again, and were trampled to death by their
stronger neighbours. From time to time fruitless efforts were
made to force the door.” In about an bour all except those at the
windows were becoming outrageous from thirst, and cried for
water. The old native officer, through mistaken pity, had some
brought inr skins. Then came the wild raving and the agony of
struggle ; all control was lost. 1lolwell and the two wounded lads
took in the water as fast as they could, in hats squeezed through
the bars, but the little that reached the lips of those clutching at
1t merely intensified  their terrible thirst. More agonizing to
Holwell even than his own thirst, was the feeling that he could
not reach those at the back of the prison, who implored him with
parched Lhroats for one drop, “calling on me by the tender con-
sideration of friendship and affection, and who knew they were
really dear to me.” So cagerly was the water raged for, that those
who had posts of vantage at the other window, left them and the
life-saving air, to fight to that at which it was; not till later was it
brought to the further window also. This awful scene went on
for two hours, to the devilish enjoyment of the guards without,
who kept the supply of water going, and held up lanterns to the
bars to enable them to see the frenzied struggles for it in the crowd
within, Entrealy and abuse were alternately resorted to, for
inducing or provoking the guards to shoot their tortured vietims,
who now longed for any death which would close their sufferings.
By about half-past eleven the grealer number of those still living,
the occupants of the windows exeepted, were delirions. It was at
length realized by all that the insufficient water merely added fuel
to the fire, and shrieks were raised for “air, air.” To got to this
as a last cffort several who were behind leaped and scrambled on
the backs and heads of those in the front rows, and grasping the
bars so held their position while life or strength lasted. By degrees,
ag death mercifully released the greater number, the air admitted

sufficed to keep alive those whose endurance, or place near the
ohemnihoe wae favonrahle far irvival M iv fvwvonta thvoo f1iat oo
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sixth of the whole) were taken out alive when the door was opened
at dawn on the 21st of June. Holwell’s personal remembrance of
the night ceased at 2 a.m., as he then (for the second time) gave up
the struggle of life, and sunk into what he believed and hoped was
the shadow of death. Wonderfully touching 1t is, to read of the
obedience and affection which this man inspired, and which the
sufferers preserved for him in that den of horrors, while reason
lasted, or until all distinetions were lost in the common agony, A
few brief extracts may fittingly exemplify this, as well as the
nobility which our poor countrymen manifested in the hour of
extreme trial, : |

When the striggle for water at the window had been going on
long, and Holwell’s immediate companions were dead at his feet,
he thought it useless to prolong his pain and misery while being
slowly and surely pressed to death. |

‘“ Determined now to give up everything, I called to them and
begged, as the lagt instance of their regard, they would remove the
- Pressure upon me and permit me to retire out of the window to die in
quiet. They gave way, and with much difficulty 1 forced a passage
into the centre where the throng was less by the many dead. I
travelled over the dead to the further end of the platform. Death I
eXpected as unavoidable, and only lamented its slow approach, though
the moment I quitted the window my breathing grew short and pam-
ful. Here my poor friend, Mr, Edward Eyre (Member of (Council},
came staggering over the dead to me, and, with his usual coolness and
-good uature, asked me how I did ; but fell and expired befors I had
time to make him a reply.” -

Soon, however, the deprivation of air caused torturing pains in
the chest, and the instinet to seek it was so ovérpowering, that in a
very few minutes he was pushing his way to the opposite {(further)
window, and, by “an effort of double the strength I ever before
possessed,” gaiued the second rank and grasped a bar.

“In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and difficulty of breathing
ceased, but my thirst continued intolerable. T called aloud for water
for God’s sake. I had been concluded dead, but as soon as they heard
me amongst them, they had still the respect and tenderness for me to
cry out, ‘give him water, give him water;’ nor would one of them
at the window attempt to touch it until I had drunk.”

A vivid idea of what the throng and pressure were, even when
the floor was strewn with dead, will be got from his statement that

“IL:]H ﬁ‘- 1-1-'::' A . a am a-] . B 1..._.. o
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was on his back and head, a Dutch sergeant on his left shoulder,
and 8 Topaz (native-soldier) bearing on hls right. He could only

have aupportad these from being hunaelf pmpped and gustained by
.pmum n.ﬁ mund.

‘*h ﬂm mnk ulm behind ING WAaS &0 nﬁoer of one of the ships whose
namé ek Carey, who had behaved with much bravery during the siege
i "ﬂﬂ, s fine woman, though country bom, would not qtut him, but
ai:ﬂnmpnnied him into the prison, and was one who survived) Thia
ﬂoor wretch had been long raving for water and air ; T told him I was

etermined to give up life, and recommended his gaining my station.
On my quitting he made s fruitless attempt to get my place, but the
Dutch sergeant who sat on my shoulder supplanted hlm Poor Carey
expressed his thankfulness, and said he would give up life, too ; but it
was with the utmost I&hour we forced our way from: the window qaveral
in the inner ranks appoaring to me dead standing). He laid himself
- down to die, and his death, I believe, was very sudden, for he was a
short, full, sangnine man, His atrength was great, and I imagine had
he not rat.u‘ed with me I should never have been able to have forced
my way. | found a stupor coming on apace and laid myself down by
that nt old man, the Revd. Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay dead

with his son, the lieuten a.ut, hand in hand, near the aauthernmuat wall
of the prison.”

- v - " " . . 'y - - . -

¢ When the day broke and the gantlemen found that no enireaties
could prevail to gat the door opened, it occurred to one of them (I
think tn Mr. Secretary Cooke) to make search for me in hopes X might
have influence enough to gain a release from the scene of misery.
Aoccordingly Messrs. Lushington and Walcot undertook the search,
and, by my shirt, discovered me under the dead upon the platfnrm

Tha took me from thence and, ima g I had aome signs of life,
bmu ht me towards the window I h ﬁrst- possession of ; but as lifo
wan equally dear to every man, and the stench ‘from the dead

bodies was grown intolerable, no one would give up his station in or
near the window. 8o they were ubhged to carry me back again. But
soon after, Captain Mills (now captain of the Company’s yﬂ.cht), who
was in poasession of a sest in the window, had the humanity to offer
to reaign i8. I was again brought by the same gentlemen, and placeds
in the window.”

. One of those who searched for him had good reason to remember
tlie garment, the identification of which saved the life of its wearer.
Holwell, it has been said already, was one of the very few who did
not strip. He went into the cell without coat or waistecoat (a
covetous “ Moor ” had relieved h'm of the latter while sitting In the
verandah), but he retained the s st of his clothing.
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¢¢ Whilst I was at the second window, T was observed by ond of my
miserable companions on the right of me in the expedient of allayl
wy thirst by sucking my shirt-sleeve. He took the hint, and o
me from time to time of a considerable part of my store ; though, after
1 detected him, I had ever the address to begin on that sleeve first,
whon I thought my reservoirg were sufficiently replenished, and our
mouths and noses often met in the contest. This plundever, I found
afterwards, was a worthy young gentleman in the service, Mr. Lush-
ington, one of the few who escaped from death, and since paid me
the compliment of agsuring me he believed ho owed his life to the many
comfortable draughts he had from my sleeve.”

The “voung gentleman” referred to here was Henry Lushing-.
ton, wlio was then but cighteen years of age. How eventful his
short life was ! He eluded death at Caleutta merely to meet 1% at
‘4 massacre surpassing in atrocity that of the Black Hole,” for
only seven years later he was among the first of Sumroo’s slaugh-
tered victimsat Patna.®*  His knowledge of Persian got him attached
to Clive as interpreter and secretary ; after the battle of Plassez he
played a subordinate part in an incident destined to become histo-
rical-—theo forging of Admiral Watson’s name to the fictitious treaty
devised for the deception of that badly treated man, Omichund.
By Clive’s vrder it was Lushington’s hand that signed the name
which the Admiral himself declined to write. A raonument and
bust were erected to young Lushington’s memory in Eastbowrne
church Ly his father, the vicar of thie parish. In the lengthy in-
scription on the monument it was told how Lravely he confronted -
bis murderers. < Whil& the sepoys were performing their savage
oftice on Mr. Ellis, fired with a generous indignation at the dis-
tress of his friend, hc (Lushington) dazhed upon his assassins un-
armed, and, seizing one of their scymitars, killed three of them and
 wounded two others, until at length oppressed by numbers he greatly
fel),” &, His parents were afterwards buried in the same church
by their own desire. |

‘¢ Tn humble hope that they by hiws renown,
To distant ages will be handed down.”

When Holwell was taken to the window he slowly revived, and
just then, he says, “theSuba, whohad received an accountof the havoc
death had made, sent 1o enquire if the chiefsurvived " ; on the Suba

e — —————— = ro—

» Ali the mournfully intereating facts that could be collected about the Patra
massacre (1763) mgmuuht together by Mr. Beveridge in the Calcuita He-

view, O r, 1884 and 1886~-two artic' s well worth reading,




25 ECHEOES FROM OLD CALCUTTA,

being informed that he was alive, ‘““an order came immediately for
our release, it being then near six o’elock.” This and another passage
in Holwell’s narrative would go to show that the young Nawab spent
the night at the Fort, but the early hour at which he proceeded to
business does not bear out Macanlay’s amplification that he “slept
off his debauch.” It is strange that Mr. Secretary Cooke says dis-
tinctly, * between six and seven (Z.¢., p.m.} Siraj ud Dowla left the
“Iort, the charge whereof was given to Manick Chund as governor.”

However this may be, it is, I think, beyond dispute that the
Nawab had nothing to do with the mcasures adopted for securing
those who fell into his power. e very probably gave orders that
they should be confined for the night ; this order was delegated, as
usual in the Fast, to several gradations of igniorant subordinafes.
When it came to be ascertained that such a thing as a military
prison exisied ir the Fort, the question as to the best place of con-
finement must have appeared solved ; the guard were carcless as to
the dimensions—indeed, they probably were as ignorant of what
these really were, as the tlirong were whom they were driving in.
Callous brutality and fear of responsibility on the pari of the ban-
dits who had charge over the prison for the night must account for the
door not being opened acain, when the insufficiency of space was
80 horribly demoustrated. But where the Nawab deserves execra-
{jun is, that he showed no concern whatever on learning the next
morning the terrible sufferings of his prisoners during the previnus
night. His narrow mind was occupied iu appraising the plunder
that had fallen into his clutches, and giviug vent to his vexation and
disappointment at its being go much below the exaggerated amount
that his greedy imagination had expected. He sent for Holwell,
who wag lying exhausted on the grass outside the verandah, and
when supported to his presence unable to speak, he directed some
one to give him water and to place “a large folio volume ™ for him
t0 sit on, and then questioned him about money. Next, according
to the civilian’s manuseript, “ Le issued orders for every European *

—— e —t el L e e e - e ——— - . e e ——— e m—— B: mF = = - — — — i r " 0

* Four of the survivorswers handed over to Meer Muddun, one of the generals,
under the conviction that there was buried treasure, whose di-covery might be
extorted from tbem. These were Messrs, Holwell, Court, Burdatt, and
Ensign, Walcot. Meer Muddun sent them to Murshidibid. This joviney
lnsted over s fortnight 3 the prisoners were conveyed in a leaky hoat, with no
ghelter over them by day or night. 'They lay on bambros, and were often half
imn ersed in water. Their food was rice aud the water aiongside. Their
hodius were covered with large painful boils, ar was the case with all those who
cnrvived the Blzek Hole; in this ndition they were heavily irpned. Hol-
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to quit the place before sunsct under the pcnaty of cutting off their
nosge and cars,” and ““orders were given out \y heat of tom-tom
tuat ihe town should not auy longer be ¢?led Caleutta, but
Allisagore,”  Most of the survivors made theliway to the ships.
The grestest kindness was shown by the Dully at Chinsura and
Fuita to all the British refugces down the river . Stores and com-
forts of all kinds were liberally sent to them . by Adrian Bisdam
the Duteh Governor,  Nevertheleas, discase ran vly apongst thgm:r
and =5 pitiable was the condition they weve reducetgo before the
cool dry season came, that many must have wished th_}r'had died on
their walls at Calcutta |

The fact of a woman surviving the DPlack Mol ig a most
extraordinury one ; her husband, poor Carey, probubly xested his
strength as long as he could in helping her o Wilstand the
pressure and sbruggling near the window whore <he Mgt have
been, and it may perhaps be to this that her escape was maly dne.

I am much indebted to Mrs. lI*ﬁ;ury Beveridoe, at pPrsen’ in

—_— — Y L] - ur— — - . - il
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well, though in extreme psin himself, was obliged to tend and feed K, gtijt
more helpless companions. On arrival at Murghidibad, they weve lod in Ogjpng
through the crowded city, On their way up, and afterwards, they receled
every mark of active sympathy and kindness that they wore allowed to a#i)
themsslves of, from the gentlemen of the Dutch and French factories. Ity
only fair to say that of the extreme brutality of the treatment suffered |
those four gentlemen on their agonising journey to his capital, the Na
knew nothing till afterwards ; and when he himseli reached Hughli, where hs
roleased Waits and Collett, on his return from Calentta, he enquired for Hol-
well and his fellow prisoners, and expressed anger at their having been sent to
Murshidébsd. Soon after his arrival there, when the prisoners managad to
attract his notice as he passed by in his palankin, he seems to have but Jast
recalled their existence, and he at once ordered them their liberty, diroaiiﬁ
at the same time that, when their irons were cut off, they were to. be condu
wherever they chose to go, and that care was to be taken that they suffersd no
‘trouble er insult. And cven when pressure had been put on him by his
courtiers to detain Holwell, and hand him over to Manick Chand to be
“ gquoezed ” on the plea that he must be able to q:ocurommy, the young Na.
wah replied, ¢ It may be ; if he hae anything left, let him keepit ; his sufferings
have been great ; he shall have his liberty.” Siraj ud Dowls was brought up
in a bad school for thedevelopment of genorosity, ot any other landsble quality.
The over-indulged favourite of the old Nawab never probably had
wish thwarted, or never had s mentor who would venture to tell him the
difference between right and wrong. His short life in said to have been fruitfui
in vice and crime. Very probably it was. Bul writers (amengst recent ones
let me notably except Colonel Malleson) have dwelt on these, and have kept out
of sight the few good acts whish might fairly be shown, not in excolpation, but
in mitigasion of damages.  So %rue iv it that “ men’s evil manners live in
brass ; Sipir virtues we write in water.”
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C‘,';,I_Icut.t,a’ for Iett.' e et thﬁ bhook to which she refers in t-hﬂ
following letter wri n by her some few years ago to the Calcuita
Englishman, whig was copied into some .London papers, and
transorihed thepof by me into the first adition of this book as a
record of histogigl lnterest, though I had not then the pleasure oi
knowing whou 9 writer’s initials stood for. The gentleman who
chromiclos hisw#it to Mrs. Carey was, 1 think, sn attorney in the
N . as one of that name was practising in Calcutta
from 1780, ayl died there early in this centnry. __ S

«T am abt to quote the following interesting notes from & flyleaf
.t the end 4 our copy of Holwell's ‘ Tracts.” They are presumably
.o the hap writiug of the former owners of the book :(—

‘ Note 1--—August 13th. 1799.—This forenoon, between the
hours ofeen and eleven o'cloek, visited by appointment, in company
with W Charles Child, at her heouse in Caleutts, situate in an
angle :t the head of the Portuzuese Church Streef, and east of the
- ohupd Mrs. Carey, the last survivor of those unfortunate persons
whe Mere imprisoned in the Black Hole at Calcutta, on the capture
of a8t place in 1756 by Suraj ud Dowla. This lady, now filty-
oifib (B8) years of age, as she herself told me, 18 of a size rather
Aove the comumon stature, and very well proportioned ; of a fair
osticia colour, with correct regular features, which give evident
marks of beanty which must once have attracted admiration, She
confirmed all which Mx. Holwell has said on the subject of tho
Llack Hole in the foregoing letter, and added that, besides hor
husband, her mother, Mrs, Elleanor Weston (her name by second
marriage), and her sister, aged about ten years, had also perished
therein, and that other women, the wives of soldiers, and children,

had shared a likc fate there. L
(Bigned) TromMas BoiLmau,

« Note 2.—Mrs. Carcy died Saturday, March 928, 1801,

« Note 3.--(Written by another hand.)-—Mrs, Carey was made
the suhjeet of some very pleasing Latin verses by Dr. Bishop, Head
Maater of Merehant TayloPs’(where Clive was educated). ~See
« Nenice Poetice’ (p. 230), A.D. 1766:

¢ Quum jussn Boi, Calcottics in arce, tyranni
Captiva heu | subiit tristis fata manus,
Et passim furibunda siti, moribunda calore,
Corpora robustis succubuere viris, -
Foemina languori, horrorique superfuit, omnes,
Tam varie mniseras feemf & passa vices.
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Scilicet ants pedes, spirantem extrema maritum,
Viderat illa, pari meémbra datura neci ;

Nec mora ; prosiliunt oculis quasi fontibus unds.
Et subita humectant ora gementis aqui ; '
Hinc vita, unde dolor ; nescit sitiendo perire,

Cui sic dat lacrymas quas bibat ipsa fides.'’ )

(See H. B. Wilson's ¢History of Merchant Taylor™s”School,” p.
1098).”

Th)e. above may be thus translated :—* When, by the command
of an Eastern tyrant, a captive band suffered, alas! 2 cruel fate in
the Fort of Caleutta, and on all sides strong men fell, maddened
by thirst and dying with heat, 2 woman outhved the weakness and
the horror, a woman endured sil the turns of such varied misery.
She saw her husband breathe his last at herrfeet, and was about to
yield herself to a like death, when lo! the waters leap from her
eyes as from springs, and bedew her lips with sudden moisture.
(rrief gives her life. She cannot die of thirst, to whom fidelity
itself thus gives tears for drink.”—A. S, B.

If this survivor's statement is given correctly by her interviewer,
there can be no doubt that others of her own sex were amonyst
those shut up. Mrs. Carey could not have been mistaken as to
- her mother and sister. Holwell certainly does not say in so many
words that only one woman went into the prison, but his phrase,
“one hundred and forty-six wretchés exhausted by continual
fatigne and action,” seems to allude to men only. Cooke does say
that there was only one woman ; still,-the probability seems to me
to be in favour of the evidence attributed to Mrs. Carey. The
retreat by the boats was such a hurried and disorganized one, that
it is very unlikely that every woman and child but one was got off.
Holwell and Cooke might easily have been mistaken coliidering
that the thrusting into the prison occurred in the dark, and that
in the morning they were very unfit for any observation, even were
time or opportunity for it afforded, which was not the case, as the
dead were immediately thrown promiscuously into the ditch of the
unfinished ravelin and covered with earth, .

It 18 suggestive of uncertainty as to the number that went into
the Black Hole, that Holwell, in his letter to the Bombay Govern-
ment from Murshidibad on tle day after his being set at liberty
(July 17), gives it at “about one hundred and sixiy-five or one
hundred and seventy,” and says that ‘“ about sixteen ” came out:
So that 1t 1s evident that the numbe 5 accepted by historians were

' .




32 ECHOES FROK: OLD GALCUTTA.
only adopted by Holwell for hie narrative, sftor he had had an

opportunity of mmpqﬁng notes with other survivors. .
The relegation to « arem, which tradition assigns as the fate of
Mes. Carey, rests on no substantial basis, Holwell -says vaguely,
“ the rest who survived the fatal night gained their liberty, except
Mra, Carey, who was too young and handsome.” No poor creature
merging from $he ordeal that she did could then look either young
¢ htideome, ébd the probabilities would be that she' tottered on
alorig ‘with the rest towards Cooly Bazar, where the ships were still
in gight, Orme (who accepts the belief of her being the only.
woman) consigns her to Meer Jaffir; while Macaulay gives her to
the Prince at Murshiddbad (Siraj ud Dowla), 2 discrepancy sugges-
tive of the untrustworthy evidence on which the story is founded,
at all events in its ordinarily accepted significance. |
Within the last three or four years T had the pleasurs of making
the acquamtance in India of a near connection by marriage of a
direct lineal descendant of Mrs. Carey, who was in a position to
give much interesting information about her, as he had often
intimately conversed with one who had been brought up by her.
My informant, s European gentleman of the highest respectability
‘and intelligence, gave me to understand that the few direct
- descendants of Mrs. Carey now in India, would be unwilling, as
many reliring peeple are, to have any reference made to them by
nane in print, go that in deference to this feeling I am not able to.
mention a good deal of what the gentleman I allude to told me if."
conversations which I had with him. I may, however, authoritep- "
tively say this much: Mrs. Carey was not carried off by “the
Moors ”* atb all. On fhe contrary, she remained in or near Caleutta,
and before very long married again, her second husband being a
military officer of field rank. By this marriage she had two sons
and, I believe, one daughter. During her later life ahe reverted to*
the Hame of her first husband. She was buried in the Moorgehatta
{Catholic Cathedral) churchyard, Calcutta ; the site of the grave
wae aiterwards, I think, absorbed by some enlargement of & portion
of the chaeeh. There is in existence still a well-executed miniature
of har painted on the inside of the lid of a txjalet box ; it certainly
testifios t0 . the tuth of what Holwell records about her personal

appearance, for the ariist has shown her in her comely youth,

* b _;.: . ) .

* The Mnhomm mm & circumstance about which, however,
sll other cotemporaries ace stlent, viz., that soon after Drake’s flight some women
~ of the English fell into m*m af Mirsa-Envir-Beg, an o sttached to
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Holwell's list of the survivors of tha Black Hole* gzmthe names

of eleven Europeans (including Mrs, Carey and young Luhington),
Of these I have been unablo to trace anything of Jnhnﬂﬁm.ﬁr of
Captain Dickson of the Live y¥. Nor of Secretary Cooke, beyond
that he beeame member of Couneil and afterwards in Eﬂg’*‘&ﬂﬁkﬂ'ﬂ |
e7idence befory the Parliamentary Committee of 1772; his name,
SCIANZS to say, is not mentioned in the despatch from the Directots,
November, 1757, in which twe vears’ service are allowed to his
follow eivilians, Lushington aud Burdett, “for thejp sufferings and
T ool behavicar,” Richard Court, who leld the rank of senior
merchant in the Service, was nominated to Conneil for « behaving
very well,” but he can scarcely have enjoyed thig promotion, as he
died in 1758, His house wus bought by Government In that year, -
* for the holding of Couneil.” Patrick Moran got a commis. ion
and, aceording to Broome, rose to the rank of captain : the same
nuthority says thai Ensign Walcot died soon after he and his eom-
nanlons were released at Murshidab4dd, Rut length of days was
givon to (at least) three of those whe came out of this great triby-
lation. John Mi Is, the humane sailor who gave up his seat at the
window to Holwell, proved hj mseif, when on leave in England a
few yoars later, 1o be of the same kindly unselfish nature, for he
warried a widow who loved him for the dangers he had passed,
The lady who became Mrs. Mills, and returned with him to dndis,
was a celebrity on the English stage, much admired both as Miss
Birchill and as Mrs, Vincent, for her melodious voice sid amiable, |
simple disposition, She was the Polly Peachum in the Bepgdur's -
Opera, thus praised by Churchill in the Rosciad * (edn, ‘T765).

“Lo! Vincent comes with simplo gyace m’d ;
She laughs at paltry{ arts and scorns parade ; ’ e
—Bature through-horis, 3 ' |
Whilst Glay once more owns Polly |

; . LS Jr .- ...'.'
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Mra, Mills died in June, 1802, at Hampstead, London,* aged 67.

Her husband long outlived her, retaining his -mental facuities
well preserved till shortly before his death. His pecuniary re-
sotirces must have fallen ghort in advenced life, as the East India
(‘ompany then generously assisted him with an annwity, on some
friends of his making, without his knowledge, a representation in
his favour to his old employers. Hs died at Camden Town, Lon-
don, in September, 1811, aged 89. But though Captain Mills
survived the Black Hole for over fifty years, he was no! the last
survivor. Tha Gentlemnn’s Magazine in noticing his death, says
that his fellow prisoner Burdett, ¢ late of Faling, now a resident at
(Lotton, near) Sonthampton, is still in existence.” For how long
further this patriacch continued to defy the Old Man with the hour-
glags and the sickle, my seaichings have failed to discover. John
Burdeti, a young gentleman volunteer, as Holwell calls him in one
report, had scen the British driven to their ships in Bengal, and as
a captive of its Nawab had been led in fetters through its
capital ; yet he lived into the Regency of Queen Victoria's uncle.
What a ereation of yesterday does our Indian Empire seem, when
wo reflect that there are many persons still alive in England, who
must have seen, or conversed with, survivors of the terrible Black
Hole. . *
Holwell, too, lived to a fine old age in England, where he died in
1798, aged 87. I cannot, however, take leave of this remarkabie
rman with a bare record of his death. Though this sketch already
{ar exceeds its proposed limit, still 1 must not grudge something in
concjusion regarding the career and the memory of one to whom .
Indian history owes so much.

John Zephaniah Holwellt was the son of a London merchant and
the grandson of -John Holwell, well known as a learned mathe-

.
_— [

* I bappemed to come across her epitaph quite lately in & collection {Can-
sick’s) of those rescued from old St. Pancras Churchyard. It begins :
#_And art thou then in awiul silence here,
. 'Whoee voice 86 oft-has charmed the public ear,
Who with thy simple notes could strike the heart
Beyond the utmost skill of Iaboured art,” &e., &e.

+ I bave laid under contribution for this notice some letters which Major W.
A. Holwell was kind enough to write to me, giving items relating to his great.
grapdinther’s domestic history. To this gentleman there descended many
family papers and relice of great historical interest. Some of these were, he
tells.me, destroyed, to his never ceasing regret, by a great fire in Quebec in
-}331 s on & date, too, of ominous significance in his family histery, vix., 20th of

une.
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matician and astronomer, who wrote towards, tha alose of .the 17¢h
Century, who was Royal astronomer and surveyor,of Crown lands,
and mathematical preceptor to the Duke. of Monmouth, and who
was deputed to lay down a plan of New York, The Iathér and
grandfather of this gentleman gave their lives in support-of the
Stuart cause, which involved the loss to their descendanta of an
- ample patrimony in Devonshire which bad been in the family for
generations, J.Z. Holwell was born in Dublin, and baptised at St.
‘Werburgh's Parish Chiurch ; the certiticate, m which he is deseribed
as the son of Zephaniah and Sarah Holwell, is dated 23rd Septem--
~ ber, 1711, The officiating clergyman was the Rev., Edward
Synge.®* At an carly age he was sent o a school at Richmond (in
Surrey), where he greatly distinguished himsulf in classics. His
father having determined to bring him up to mercantile pursuits,
he was removed to an academy in Holland, where he acquired a
knowledge of French anl Duteh, and of book-keeping. He was
next settled as a clerk in the counting-houss of a banker and
“husband of ships” al Rotterdam, a friend of his father’s, who
agreed to take him into partnership aftera stipulated time. After
some fime here, his health broke down under bard work; and he
went {or a trip to Ireland, and he returned from that country with
a fixed aversion to the hfe of a merchant. The profession of
medicine was next adopted for him by his futher, who had him
articled to a surgeon in Bouuthwark, on whose death he was placed
under the care and instruction of Mr. Andrew Cooper, the sabdor
gurgeon of Guy’s Hospital. On lis quitting the hospital, he wix
engaged as surgeon’s mate on board an Indiaan, which qrrived in
Caleutta in 1732, From Bengal he made two or three vayages inthe
Company’s ships as sarzeon. While so engaged, he studied .Arabie,
which after a prolonged stay st Mocha and Jeddah he spoke fluently.
After he had received an appointment on shore, he wént $wice in
medical charge of * the Patna party,” about four hundred  fighting
men, which annually left Caleutta with the Company’s frade for
tho Patna Factory. On these occasions be hore a rank which seems

- ——_— " T

- % In one old notive of Holwasll that T have ssen, this clorgyman is ailadaed to

as © the celebrated Mr. Synge.” Whai he was celubrated for in particular T am
not wble to say, unlcss it was for being in sdvance of his times and his cloth
snd {or devising liberal things. In reéiding lutely Mr. Leoky's * Leaders of public
opinion in Ireisnd,” 1 found this mention of bim: " In 1725, when the penal
laws were st their height, a . Protestant Wn named Singe ina very
remarkable sermion, preached before the Irish House of Commons and pub-
lished by its order, urged the duty of gr’nling perfect toleration to the

Catholica.”—0 si ne omnes, -
' n €
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to have heen revived of late years, viz., that of *surgeon-major.”
After having served for a short time as surgeon to *he Factory at
Dakha, he returned to Calcutta at the end of 1736, where he was
- elected an alderman in the Mayor’'s Court. In or about 1740
he was appointed assistant surgeon to the Hospital, and having been .
bronght on the fixed medical establishment under orders from home, *
he soon became principal surgeon to the Presidency. He tells us
himself that for two years successively he was elected mayor. |
In 1748 ill-health obliged Lim to return to England ; during
the voyage Jie drew up a plan lie had formed for correcting abuses
in the Zemindar's Court at Caleutts, and proposed it to the Court
of Directors, who, adopting it, appointed him perpetual zemindar
“{a posi carrving with it fiscal and magisterial duties) and twelfth
in Council, |
On his arrival in Calentta as a covenanted eivilian in 1751, he
began his system of reform, which eventually gave such satisfac-
tion &t home, that his ‘annual salary was mised from two to six
thousand rupees ; and a prohibition against his rising in Council,
which was at first stipulated, was removed. By the time that the
war broke out he had risen o the position of seventh in Council,
gn] his release from Murshiddbdd he made his way to the ships a3
uita. | |
Being shattere.l in health, he was sent Lome with despatches in
Yebrawy, 1757, m the Syren, a slonp of ounly eighty tons, and
had a perilous, hul rather quick, vovage of five months, during
which he wrote his narradiva of tiie Black Hole,  In eousideration
of his distinguished and meritorious services, he was nominated by
a large majority in the Court of Directors to return to Bengal as
suceessor to Clive, bub this he secms to bave modestly declived in
favour of Mr. Manningham ; he was then numed second in Council.
sut o fresh election of Directors having oceurred befare he started,
the above arrungements were reversed by a majority of the new-

—_— e . —— f————— e mhf = e ——— U — - _ . . o= —_—— e —
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* #1In obedience to your commanda of March, 1742, we appointed Mr. John
Zephaniah Halwell on:: ¢f your surgeons in this ertablishwent in the room of
Dre. W, Tindsay, who departed this life of a fover,”——{fixtract from Bengal
drepatch to Conrt of Directors.) |

+ 'The news of the loag of Calentta is poblished in the Zondon Charonicle, in

‘the copy from June 7 to #, 1757, in an “extract from: a letter reccived by
the India ehips arrived in Ireland.” The Court of Directors knew it on
June 4, ie, nearlv twalve montha after it cccurred. On July 22 in the
garge year they learnad from Holwoil of the recovery of Caleutta. This was
annonuced in the London papers of July 30. Neither the o83 nor the
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comers, who “were not friendly to him, and he. was rolegated to his
old position of seventh in Council. However, on hig mmlm
- Celeutta, he found himself fourth, owing to thé departrad  of
sentors ; and in 1759 he becane second. By virtne of this pos bidn,
he succeeded Clive as:temporary (zovernor on the latter's pro-
ceeding to Euarope in February, 1760. Ie hLeld the govermQeship
but for a few months, P
The Court of Directors of those days was broken wup:- jmto
factions, Holwell did not pull well with them, nor did Clive,and
icrimonious letters passed between the Bengal and Home Govern-
ments, In'a well-known despatch* from Fort William, December,
1759, the Governor ( Clive) and Council wrote, -

~ ““Permit us to say that the diction of your letter iy most unworthy
{of) yoursslves and us, in whatever relation considered, either as master
%o servanta or gentlemen to gontlemen. Mere inadvertences and casual
neglects have heen treated in such language and sentiments, as nothing
bat the ‘most glaring and premeditated frauds could warrant, . . .
Faithful to little purpose if the breath of scandal has power to blow
AWay 1 one hour the merits of many years’ service,”

The answer to this, written a year afterwards, wag,—

“We do positively order and direct that immediately upon the
receips of this letter, all thope persons 54l remaining in the Company’s |
servics who signed the said letter of the 23th Decernber, viz., Neatvs,
J. Z.Holwell, &e. &c., be dismissed from ths Conipany’s sexviss: And -
you are to take care that they be not permitted on a.ng
10 continue in India, but that they are to be sent to Eng M3y DY RS
firat ships that retaro home the same sesson you rgmﬁ?ﬁ DY,

This was what the oft-expressed contmendation hﬁv
came to. One is glad to think, howeves, thﬂtldng
despatch reached India,—indeed, bufﬂm,it__ﬁfuq;"" Red, i v
had the self-respect to write to Mr. Vansittait,

- -
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will not suffer me lengtr%' hold a servioce, in the course of which my
steady and unwearied xeil for the honour and intereat of the Company,
might have expecird a more sguitable return.” -
The permission waa given, and concern expressed at the loss of
so valuable a ague. .- Ha retired in September, 1760, :
On vetursing to - Kngland, Governor Holwell, as he was generally
known, devoted much of his leisiire to literary pursuits, wrting on
historical, ‘philosophical; and social seience subjects, He was
slways ready to enter ‘the lists where matters relating to India
'were i controversy. - His best known works ere his ‘ Narrative ”
and *Interesting Historical Events relative to .the Province of
Bongal,” &c. He was a deep student of the religion and customs
of the Hindoos, and published a work on their “ Mythology,
Cosmogony, Fasts, and Festivities,” many valnable and 'emripus
materials towards which, in the shape of ancient manuscripts which
‘he had collected, were lost at the capture of Calcutta. Like many
another Englishman, Holwell was “ not without honour, save in his
own country.” It was left to an illustrious foreigner to appreciate
and eulogise what he had done for Oriental literature. Voltaire

peys him this nngrudging tribute :—

“ ('est co meme Holwell qui avait appris non seulement la langue
des brames modernes, mais encore celle des anciens brachmanes.
C'est lui quia éerit depuis, des memoires 8i precienx sur 'lnde, et quit
a traduit des morceaux sublimes des premiers livres Ccrits dans la
langue macrée.s, . . . Nous saisissons avec reconnaissance cette
occasion de rendre ce que nous devons & un homme, qui n'a voyagé

ue pour s'instruire. Il nous a devoilé ce qui etait caché depuis tant

e sidcles. . Nous exhortons quiconque veut s'instruire ecomme lui,
3 lire attentivement les anciennes fables alligoriques, sources primitives
de toutes les fables qui ont depuis tenu liet de véritéa en Perse, en
Chaldée, en Egypte, en Grdce, ¢t chez les plus petites et les plus
miserables hordes, comme chex les plus grandes et les plus fiorissantes
nations,”

¢ These things,” continues Voltaire, *‘ are more worthy of the study

_of the wise man than the quarrels of scime dealers about mualin and -
dyed stuffs, of which we shall be obliged in spite of ourselves to say
& word in the course of this work.”* |

Holwell died at Pinner, near Harrow, on the 5th of November,
1798.+ | |

—— . a—r ma m oTrE oA o — -

* Fragmens historiques sur I'Inde.
+ Though Holwell sttained tbe great age of (at loast) 87, he was far out- -
siripped iu longevity by bis mother, ‘who lived to be 102, and even then did not
die of oid age, but was accidentally burned in her bed on the 21st Janvary, 1763,
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In noticing his death the Gentleman’s Hmuﬂ}%fh”
ons “in whom brilliancy of talents, benignity. -of .sping -deeiad
vivacity, and suavity of manmers were 80 eminent!

_ y uaited aalo
render him the most amiable of men.” But the best ploof of the
high estimation in which he was held by his fellow men haa.been
already shown in the general call for him to take the lesd; when
matters looked most critical and alarming, and in the angalith
veneration and gentleness evinced for him by his panting felfew-
captives in the moment of their own great extremity. Let us now

- ———— e rr A am
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haviug on the same evening, according to the family tradition, *danced &
minuet with her grandson on the occasiun of the anniversary of his birthday.”
Holwell was twice married; three of his children survived him, wiz.,
1.t .Colonel James Holwell, of Southberough, Kent ; Mra, Birch, wife of W,
Birch, Esq.; and Mrs. Swinney, widow of Rev. Sidney Swinney, D.D. Xt
would appear from the copy of his will amongst the family papers that he
died wealthy, a8 might be inferred from his baving been in Bengal when

- svery revolution there meant so many thonsands distributed amongst the

gentlemen in Council ; and there is no reason 1o suspect that Holwell did not
tall in with the fashion of the times. Still it is stated on Mr. Weston's tomb-
stone, in Calcutta, “‘ he manifested & grateful mind by cherishing in his old
age his former employer and benefactor, the late Governor Holwell "-—guod
mirum. Possibly after devising his moaey, as shown in the copy of the will
which his descendants have, he may have dropped it into one of the many -
-pits always yawning for simple and benevolent old Indians, At all avents if
what is alleged on the Calcutta tombetone be not a miatake, Holwell had not
cast his bread on the waters in vain. Charles Weston bad served his tirne a8
surgeon’s apprentics to Holwell, and had once accompanied him to B
On Holwell's getting into the Civil Service, Weston also ch Jrin vt

« What could 1 expect,” said he, *‘from [ovllowing the medighl PEEIMNOR,:
when I saw a regular-bred surgeon and so clever & man as. Mr. Joaivetg SR
no imore than 50 rupees for three months’ attendabe A ‘

withoat a&won; _
. wa# the mmallest of his charitien. He died on
and is buried in South Park Street Ceme:ary.
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s66 what “‘ respect and tenderness,” to use his own simple words,
succeeding generations of Englishmen in Calcutta have shown for
his memory. |

Holwell erected at his own expense a monument * to the memory
of those who died in the Black Hole ; he hal it placed over their
rude grave, and had inscribed.on a stone tablet on its front, the
names of forty-eight of our countrymen, an act so natural, so kind ly,
and.go deserving of all sympathy, that one would have thought that
every Englishman in Calcutta would have regarded the monu--
ment’s preservation ds a personal trust. Yet it was allowed to go to
ruin, and its demolition was so effectually completed, that no know-
ledge survives of what became even of its Insceription marble,
The generation sojourning in Caleutta in 1821 substituted no
memorial for that which was suffered to disappear in their time.
Since then, for 66 vears, Calcatta has been allowed to be without any
commemorative structure, or sculptured tablet of any kind sacred to
those few ¢ faithful found among the faithless,” whose memory .
their fellow-sufferer, who best knew their deservings, wished and tried
#0-honour. This is all the more strange when it is borne in mind
that for more than half this long period, the province of Bengal,
including the metropolis of India, has been under the continuous
rule of successive members of the Covenanted Civil Service of
India, the order to which Holwell himself belonged, and in behalf -
of which he spoke up to the Court of Directors in these words :
“From the militia, ahout 65, chiefly Lluropeans, entered as volun-
teers 1 the battalion (st of them your own covenunted servants)
in whose just praise I can hardly say enough. They sustained every
hardship of duty greatly beyond the nilitary themselves: and
though their bravery may have been egualled, I am sure it has not
been exceeded by any set of men whatsoever,”

Several of those over whose remains Holwell's Monument stood,
were Bengal civilians, from’ members of Council down o junior
writers, The youngest of them ‘all was Robert Byng, aud it is a
co.ncilence worth recalling that in the very mouth of J une, 1750,
in Which an order went from England to Gibraltar, to arrest and
send home Admiral John Byng to his4rial and exeeution at Ports-
mouth, his young nephew gave up lis life in defending Caleutia.
Every scction of an Anglo-Indian community as it exists to-day
was represented amongst the gallant few whose names Holwell
wrote on his monument, in memory of that Sunday night in June,

- gt ———— mm— = === _—— i i o
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* See supplement for some details relating to this and to its site.



THE BLACK HOLE, . 41~

Just 131 years ago; nor did he omit to enumerate the lowlier vie-
tuns, though'he could not name them. There was the clergyman,
the civilian, the merchant, the sailor and the soldier. To the re-
proach of Caleutta, their neglocted dust has for so long been silently
crying out (dum lacet, clamat) against the carelessness and thoughtless
indifference which have consigned it to oblivion and disrespect.
“ Dcubtless,” as the lndian historian says, when advocating the
claims of other neglected men, “ doubtless, they are the represen-
tatives of a gigantic disaster, not of a glorious victory. But the
heroism of failure is often greater than the heroism of success.”

SUPPLEMENT.

NOTE IN REFERENCE TO TBE SITES OF THE DBiick IIOLE AND OP
Hoiwerr’s MoxcMexT.

Ix the former edition of this ook the question, * Where was the
Black Hole” % was considered. Discussion on this point would
now be oui of date, owing to later information bearing on it having .
sinee come to Hght,  Buot it may be of interest to those readers not
resuding m Calcutla to be told something relating to the site of ity
and to iz identilication, A little, too, remains io be added come
cerning the old monument so historically connected with the Black
Hole tragedy,

The old Fort of Cndeuttn was nearly all taken down about 1818
to make way for the present Custom-hounse, built on a great portion |
of ifs site.  Its demoiition must have huen a work of great labour
owing to the soludity and closencss of its masonry, in the cement of
which, traditinu says, molasses and chopped homp had been mixed.
Lowd Valentia, writing of his visit to Calentta in 1803, says: * The

Nack Hele 19 now part of o godown or warehouse ; it was filled
with goods. snd 1 rould not see it.  The little Fort is now used as
a enstora-iouze,” A vesident of Caleutta aiso, who visited the cell
itsell in 1812, has left a very brief record of the appearance it
presente. | o

It 18 likely that the disappearance of the Fort led by degrees to
the losing memory of the site of the tragedy of SBunday, the 20th of
Juue, 1756, a result easily intelligible in such a changing and
Hloeting vommunity as that of (European) Caleutta; indeed, even
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before the levelling of the first Fort William, erroneous ideas seem
to have been locally current, not only as to the scene, but as to the
cireumstances of the Black Hole catastrophe.

At all events, it may be stated generally that the couple of
generations sojourning in Calcutta since the demolition of the old
fortress, manifestéd little concern about its history or topography.
1t is true that some well-informed writers (notably Mr, Marshman,
the Rev. J. Long, and . Norman Chevers), who deprecated this
indifforence amongst Enclishmen residing in Caleutta, made contni-
bations from time to time to the local journals and periodicals
about the antecedenis of the eity ; but the interest which they
iroused was languid and ephemeral.  Similar attempts to attract
popular attention to Caleutta antiquities, were resumed by another
pent in more recent years, and would have been equally barren of
resitlts, but for a eircumstance which soon after oppurtunely vacurred
to enlist public interest in a site, inseparably associated with the
. gtruggle for Lritish supremacy in Bengal. |

Much that had come to be only conjectural regarding the top:-
graphy of the old Fort, was either confirmed or disproved in 1883,
when Mr. R. Roskell Bayne, C.E., of the East Indian Railway,
read a paper on the subject hefore the Asiatic Society, Caleutta.
This gentleman, in preparing for the foundation of the new Kast
Indin. Railwey Office in Clive Strect, came down on what he saw
raust be the nerthern onrtain and Lastions of the levelled old Fort,
and he at once teok careful notes of what Jie then and subseguently
mieovered, with the view of being able frem these fixed data, and
by the aid of old cuiline plavs with scales and measurements, to
plot out and verify the recorded deseriptions of the Fort to e ‘uund
in the evidence of conteruporary writers,

The measurcincnes taken by me,” writes Mr. Bayne, “comprised
thie whele of the nerth-east bastion, a portion of the nortli-west
sulficient to determine its junction with the curtains, all the north
cartain, with ahout 150 feet of each of the east and west curtains.
All these dimensions 1 have acenrately taken, and with these und
Orme’s figures 1 have laid out the east, ihice west, aud alse the south
sides.”” Mr. Bayne found Orme’s figuves to he exect on the north face.

Particular attention was directed to ascertain, by measurements
from 1lic trustworthy starting-points just found, what must have
heen the position of the Black Hele, the guestion of whose site
jiad heen recently under public discussion, Hitirerto all that was
kpnown with certainty regarding it was, that 1t was at the southemn-
most end of the chambers usew as barracks, which were hackeu by
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the eastern curtain, and that it was appro.imately of certain
dimeansions ; wlhere the sontiern end of the estern eurtain was
covld not be told until its length (which was kwnwn from record)
could be raeasured off frown sts now found northen starting-point
The resudt of the plotting it to seale near the souh-east Hiﬂm of
the TFort, was to disclose the curions faet, that he Blaek Hole
chamberhuad remained almosiuite unbwlt over, and Hat an aecurats
map of it, which pad only to be unburied, wns lgpa (not very
nany feet frony the place which econjecture had a&{é-m;l;_ to it)
ander a roadway in the Postoffice encloaure betwee the opinm
godowns of theClustom-honse and the (eomparatively)ney Postofice.
When opportunity offered, perimission wis obtaired ‘o make a
few confirmatory excavations within the old tort precifuts, under
Mr. Bayne’s supervision, andd in October, 1=, the Bl
cleared ¢ floor level, was brought to light with 1t< cneln
verandah walle and their pillars ; 3% was only neeessary e
these built up to their recorded height (say 18 fert), anid ©
put on, tu see the actnal chamber as deseribed by Liviwell und Yepqe,
on tae floor of which we were stonding  Looked ut thus, thégil
seemed somowhat narrower and longer, 7.e., more an ollong thay
sjuare, then one would gather from contemporary cvidence, g

was about 22 feet in longth by about 14] feet in width, the lat
meagurement very elosely agreeing with that assigned to it by Johm, -
Cooke. Only three of the boundaries of the cell were uneovered, =
ns the fourth (the southern) would be just wnder a portion of the:
Post-offiee building. The boundary last found was the thin per- -
tition wall which divided the cell from the barrack. One only of
the walls, the castern (curtain), was purposely uncovered to any
depth ; this was found coated with su.ooth white plaster (which
quickly became the prey of relic colloctors). ‘There were two con-
crete floors uncovered ; the lower onn secemed to have been liable
to inundation, as what looked like river silt was found on ii—a
circumstance which perhaps led to its having beeni raised at soms
time by several inclies. Guided by the portions of the columns
which werc unburied, one could determine when looking westward
the position of the arches which carried the windows of the eel],
and could point to the part of the floor where, beyond all reasonable
doubt, Holwell first stood with the two wounded officers and took

m the* water from the verandah.®

 * T cannot profess to be more than n;iproﬁmntaly accuratein the above few
remarks about these excavations which I Ead the opportunity of seeing in pro-
gress. These and others in the limits and vicinity of the old Fort, will I hope
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Theaxcavation wes allowed o remain open for some short tanse, and
abtiracte] very nurerons visitors, and received much popular atten-

tien. the Geversment of Bengal with ready interest sympathised .

in the yonerally-fit desire, that so very historical a site should be

T S ————————— R ] - - —_—— . e o= me r e e e e—— - e e
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eofora loug be darribed with profussional exactnesa by Mr. Bayne, G. 1L, wiien he
can o length fi-d leisure to treat of thewn in a furiber contributisn for the
Asiatie Rocioty Thcre yat awaits solution a question cf much historica! and
surchmulngi-:&lﬂﬂtﬂ"ﬂ” to Calcutta, viz., the origin, use, and history of the
greade snd 888 s00L 10 be soon ab the sopthern limits of the old Fort. The
attanliin. ;_.,}_:h M. Baync bas oiven to the remaiua of old Fort Witliam,
counled wif Bis iechoical fnowledyge, would invest with muck weight any
::.piﬂiﬂn on e gnbivet which he wight Lotd,  Speaking for myself, 1 strongly
inoline ti € omnin shat this mece of building within the Pust-oftice enclo-
sgre fa gportion of ihei which Orme says was- erected coutiguoua to the south
curtaingout 1747, anlwhat Hol.wvell calis the “new godowns to the seathward”
{allndgf B0 st page 7+ Its structure and the nature of the lime used in it
ghow #uo De fairly contemporary with found remains of the old Forb. A difh-
mulbyd determining its identity arises from the fact that recent excavation

I o #0WD, that tho sreade was huilt not against the cuctain, but on it 5 d.¢., its
3o {N.) eolnmnsg stand on the curtain which muast have been taken down to
wdand level to admit of this. VWhat provision existed in the shape of & work
3’;'#311 further anuth, perhapato cover the open- godowns, there is, 1 believe,
e @vidence to assist us to conjecture. Where all defence was maintaived in »
apry-go lucky atyle, that to the southward was acknowledged to be the
worst. The massive pointed arches and the low powerful columns show to-
day ibai they were dosip = < Lo bear great weight. As a matter of fact a bat-
tery of seven 4-pound. s and a fire of small arms were worked from the roof
of the '‘new rodowns.”” Tn rbort, the arrangement for gettiug more ware-
Louss room resulted practicel vy, 1 believe, in an extension of the Fort fo the
woutuward, rme zaye tha' 9e roireat of the party holding the Governor's
house (site of Meteaiiu Hati vow) “ exposed thg range of warchouses sdjoining
to the sounth curtain.'’ Tf, as I suggest, there Was in reality no longer a south
curtain, Orme’s remark rcan orly properly apply to the building erected on
and out from it.  The eastern cortinuation of the range of archies has long dis-
appeared, Lut thoge ihat reinain are well worth being saved from destruction
and being decently cared for. They carried the roof which took a very pro-
minent part in the defence of the Fort, and against them were placed the
gealing ladders by which that roof waa reached by Siraj ud Dowla’s soldiery.
“ At midnight {of the 183th June).” writes Qrme, * the enemy were heard ap-
vrosching to cecalade the terracss of these warehouses ; on which the Gozernor
ordered the drums to heat the general alarm.” And two days later, as we
have already seen, the warehcuse roof was the stage of the last act in the hold-
ing out of the old Fort, as the crowd of stormers on it which met Holwell’s
gaze on his returning to the S.E. bastion told him that the defenders were at
the enemy's mercy. In nny case this cloister-like structure with its double
row of shapely Moerish arches is a very curious relic of old Caleutis, and
gshould not be converted to base usea, If my contention, as to what it is
the remaining part of, be correct, it is incomparably the most interesting his-
torical monumsnt in India in connection with the British,
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marked,’and directed that what, for the present, was sonsidered the
most practlcabla thing under the circumstances should be dnﬂe
namely, that as the Toadway v under which the chamber la% w
essential to the Post-office traffic, the excavation should be ﬁlled in
and decently paved over with granite, and that a tablet bearmg this
inscription should be placed on the most convenient spot bhewe -

 The stone pavement close to this, marks the pﬂsmnn a.nd Rize
of the prison celli in old Fort ‘William, known iz history as the
Black Hole of Calcutta.”

HorLweLLs MoNuMEXNT.

The bodies of those who perished in the Black Hole were buried
outside the Fort, in the ditech of the unfinished ravelin: so we are

told by the chief survivor and historian of the event, who put up a-

- monument to their memory. The 1avelin was an earthwork harriedly
thrown up to cover the main gate ; the monunment was presumably
erected as near as possible to where the bodies were thrown in,
Old maps show it, and Lord Valentia alludes to it, as facing the
gateway, 2.2, that in the eastern curtain.
. There is no record that I know of to show In what year tlu:
monument was put up. As Holwell got himself painted in the

ity
o

supposed act of supervising its erection, 1t raises the presnmption : .
that the structure took place before he left India in 1760. This =

circumstance, too, indicates sfrongly the 1mportance whiﬁh ‘he

attached to this act of his,

A popular- impression prevailed that the monument mémtgfl o

the site of the actual Black Hole; indeed, I can voueh fer: the
more or less general currency of this belief in Calgutts, up o quife
recent years. A curious instance, showing. how an insecurate
_'lecougt of an mmdm; of world-wide . nnbgjﬂty can hﬁmn credence,
‘aves ik tha pliss of He cocurresce, maey b noticed here, H only to
m otmmiihd il memory in Indissand

¢vents, if pervert Mi&whgmﬂedngwmt
B prosieilive period by 1o megns rewmote,
Grandprd,.a: Fiotich offiser; who “wrole an account ‘entitled ¢ A
Voyage to the Indian Osean and to Bangal, undertaken in 1789.90”
(also mﬂsmrmwh aﬁuﬂmgtothatahngﬁfﬂa}mtta,
says:—* The conqueror, when he got”possession of the Fort at
Calcutta; had the prisoners “which -he took there thrust one upon
another into a hnla outside the Fort, from which those only were

in deteil even the most
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fortunate enough to come out alive who happened to be uppermost
in the heap. The rest weie saffocated. - In remembrance of =0
fiagrant an act Oi barbarity, the Englich, who were conquerors 1N
iheir turn, erected a monument between the old Fort and the right
wine of the building occupied by the civil officers of the Company
o tho very spot where the deed was committed.” It may be
prosumed that this wriler merely retailed the gossip which ‘he
gathered In Caleutta itself, only thirty-four years after the ovent
whieh he thus so erroneously describes. -

The old monument was a familiar ebject to (Calcutta for about
sinby years. Grandprd gives a drawing of it, which, when com-
pared with that in the fromtispiece of Holwell's narrative, would

-~ siiggest that the original design had been somewhat departed from.
This is Grandpré's description of it :— A pyramid tnincated gt :

the top, standing upon a squars pedestal having a design in sculp-
ture on each of its sides, and an inscription im. the KngBsh: and
- Moorish* Ilanguages, dembin& the occasion on whiok it was

andad with ‘afi iron railing fo prevent access

-

. {4 has-ahrabey platited abott it, and exhibits a mournful
 appearihee, nokxaisuitable to the-event which it is intended to
commemporate.” ‘+Under the Trench traveller’s plate is written :—

«Vus du monument nommé Black Hole 4 Caleutta.”

Why such an historical monument should have been taken down'

in 1821 must now, I fear, be luft to conjecture. For some years a
beliof seems to have been current in Coleutts that it was removed
ont of duference to the wish of the Marqguis of Hastings, who,
tradition alleges, considered that its convinuance had become
politically undesiral:ie, either as likely to wound the sensibilities of
our native fellow-subjects, or to recall too prominently at the seat
of (Government a hideous disaster to British arms, which 1t would

* ‘Claghin Philip Btanhope, who paid his first visit to India in 1774, snd after-
' warde wibbe uider the :ig-dg plume of A siaticus, published at Caloutts in 1803
& little book with the tit « Sketches réapecting Bengal ;™ the second part
‘records the he $a sud sbout Calcutta, These would seem o have been
collected Wit much personal gars, for, speaking of his publication, he aays :—
“Tn thl” compilation I. have wooed truth with the address of a Jover: to
acruire her favour I heve coramuned with rich and poor: for her I have
traversed the streetx of Caleuits,” &c. Amongst the epitaphs, Amaiicus
givea the inacriptions en the front and rear of “the monniment’’ just se they
appear ipn Holwell's plate. ' He makes no mention of the Moorish inscription
acted by Grandpré ; yet, when a tombstone has an inscription in Oriental
characker {as on that of Hamilton, the Embassy physician, whose skill won
e A i Twrornr Waar kh Rivar. 1717} dsiatiexs is carefvl to’
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thrown on it if only out of respect for 8n opinion evep vaguely
attributed to the head of the Government gt the time, I looked
through the only logal newspapers of 1821, which weps available .
in Calcutta, to iry and learn what the genera] vojce had to say i

the matter, and came across two allusions to the subject in the
Caleutta Journgl, 1Ip one, satisfaction is expressed af the taking
down of *he montment over the well-remembered Black Hole,”
because the editoy can see no henefit in keeping alive in the minds
of the natives the horrors suffered by Englishmen ¢ at the caprice of |
@ Mahomedan despot.” TIn the other a contributor signing himgelf.
“ Britannug * ig highly indignant at what he describes ag ap « act of
sacrilege,” gn( advocates that ag ap inadequate atonement “ the

If:lﬂtingﬂ had any personal connection with tha matter, - The
(}DVE.TT]OI‘-GEIIEI'&FE name waa, gt ga later. dete pnsaibl;fr, unfairly -

reason, or ratherp eicuse, was sought for an got of vandalism, for
- which Calentta might well have felt ashamed.

e — e a _——e _—

" A “policy ” auch B8 18 attributed to the Government of 1821 would, jn
OUr own time, remove the Cawnpore memorial, and a century baci would have
forbidden the tomilemoration of the Patna INassscre, vet the following

extract from « Proceedings ™ will show the part taken by the Governmen t of
1784 ahout that ;— .

general mowrning was ordered alsg When the news of the masaacre

A monument, too, was erected to th- memory of the Alain, to which the
Bengal Government in 188 suppiied an inscription $ublet, .
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Simpler reasons will perhaps account for the demolition. In all
probability the founder of the monument omitted o provide funds
for keeping 1t in repair. During the closing year of his life in
Wl too poor to do 80, if it be true that he fell

into pecaniary itficulties ; theé maintenance of his monument was
therefote anybody's business—with the proverbial result. Tradition
says that it had been siruck by lightning; Britannus testifies to
«its dark and weather-beaten appearanct .” the French traveller
thinks it * mournful.” We may infer that it liad become unsightiy,
and that 1t was pronouiced 0 be too monumental for a principal
thoroughfare in the heart of a city, even then pluming itgelf upon
its palaces; then the recent rezing to the ground of the old Fort
suggested that the monument so associated with 1ts fortunes might
appropriately share its fate. Very probably our predecessors ifn-
tended to save the original - tablets as some amende for neglect
. followed by deplorable activity ; but even this would seem to have
- been ultimately omitted or forgotten, as I am enabled to say that
every offort possible, to try ond trace what had become of them, was

. made in valn 80018 three or four years ago.

‘The newspaper references also exemplify the popular inaccuracies
. - yegarding the position and object of the monmment. 1t was not
_égver the Black Hole: » 3t was not “raised by the piety of a better

.. generation,” but by that of one man. It was not a tribute to the

" memory of “ the fow Dritish inhabitants in Benga ? 4 who met &

- tragic fate,” but o that of all those, with no distinction of race or
. eolour, who did their duty in defending their fortress to the last,

and who came by & terrible death in the presence of *thelr
surviving fellow-sufferer.” - -
These are the comrndes, soldiers and citizens, black as well as
white, whose menories Holwell wished to honour ; and whose
names, so far ag he could cecall’ them, he hoped to hand down, in
Calcutta ab least, 1o well-earned respact. The trust thus bequeathed
and accepted, though anfortunately lost sight of for too long, will
not, 1 have reason 0 believe, be altogether forgotten. 1t may not
" be feasible,* or indeed now Jesirable, to carry out the suggestions

—_—— —— . - —
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» The exigencies of traffic in stich » busy crowded cily as Calcutta must
seripusly limit even the beat wishes or intentions in this direction, Those who
bave given most attention to the matter eunsider that the site of the mopument
" as shown in old plans was where the tram lines cross at the western end of
Dalhousie Square (vorth) (T am referring to Calcutta a8 T knew it up to 1886).
Tt was wot found practicable, so far a8 ] sm informed, to confirm this by an
b weB O . the spot. But othes excavations, which Mr. Bayne and I

- - ey mp——— g 'Ehﬂ“ﬂh traces



THE BLACK HOLE. 49

inade by Britannu~x in 1831 ; but it would he & gracions M#ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬂ
patt of the Bengal (mmmmant which so promptly reepiy
the general wish to mark the swht of the Black Hols, to’ . ‘,
some appropriats monumental design, combining . ormam

- utility, recognition of the other historic site so mowrnfully miaﬂ
with 1t. Independently of this Calcutta ought to, and ‘Irﬂl 1 lrnat,
have put up in its oldest cathedral, as a means of locally perpetuat- .
tng the main object of Holwell’'s monument, & copy in ma.rblﬁfﬁ

the tablet which bore the names of the prulclpal sufferers,

7o

The Memory
af \

Edw. Eyre, Wm. Baillle, Esgrs., The Rev. Fervas
Lellamy, Messvs. Fenks, Revely, Law, Coales, Vali-
court, Febb, Toriiano, . Fage, S. Fage, Grus, Street,
Harod, P, Felhnstone, Ballard, N. Drake, {arse,
Anapton, Gosling, Dud, Dalrymple ; Captains Clay-
tont, Buckanan, Witheringlon ; Licuts. Bishap, Hays,
blagg, Simpson, ¥. Bellamy ; Ensigns Faceard, Scot,
HHastings, C. 11 da’frﬁurrr Dumblelon ; Sta Cﬂﬂm '
ffunt, Osburne, Furneli ; Messrs. Carzy, Leech, m !
son, Cuy, Porter, Farker, Caulker, Bendall, A!hm I
who with sundry other Inhabitants, Military and
Militia to the Number of 123 Persons, were by thei $
Lyrannic Violence of Sivaj ud Dowla, Suba of Efﬂgll, ' &
Suffocated in the Black Hole Prison of Fort Wlﬂlﬂ
in the Nﬁr&r of the 20k Day of Fune, 1756, and pro-i}
miscuously thrown the succeeding Hmm M Hf ’
Ditek of the Ravelin of this Ploce, - - E .
This . -. |
|

Monument 55 Erecied
2 heir .S’rw:nng Fellow S#j‘w,
¥ Z ﬂ GLWELL.

[FRONT "OF THE MOSUMENT.]



" CHAPTER IIL |
PHILIP FRANCIS AND HIS TIMES, 177479,

1. T'RANCIS AS Juxivs.

IT is a very remarkable coincidence, that there should have been
living in Calcutta ab the sune thne, the two mmen whose lives have
since been the subject of more sxiraordinary investigation, than has
hoen directed towards any statesmedl o¢ modern or probably ancient
LIMmes.

The whole public life of Ilastings, we are told, ** was stibjected
to a serutiny unparaileled in the history of mankind.” Perhaps
the only life of which something sumilar can justly be said 1s, that
of his volleague and bitter opponent, Philip Franecis. It 18 true
‘that only a portion of Franciss varly earver has como in for this
oxhaustive scrutiny, but that portion has een retrospectively rarn-
sacked, not only 1 itg public, hut m its private letails as well. 11
has occupied the attention of ihe ablest writers and peliticians, and
taxed the ingenuity of e subtlest controversialists and critics ;
their object being to trace Lis identity with that of the invisible
political censoT, whose writings to the public press under various
pseudonyms, but especially that of Junius, created s0 profound &
censation in Fangland in the carly years of George the Third. The
interest accordingly concentrated on the pre-l ndian caveer of this
remarkable man, has been s0 absorbing, that the ycars passed 1n
India have been comparatively overlooked. For the student of
Indian history, however, be <hould have an interest quite mdepen-
Jent of his Kuropean celehrity.

If (to give bub a single instance) to be in advance of one’s time
is an indication of greatness, Sir Philip Franeis must be ranked as
a great Indien statesman. 1t is claimed for him in his biography
that, within a short time after his arrival in Caleutta, he sketched
out in a letter to the Yrime Minister of England a plan for the
governmert of India, which was not appreciated for many years,
and was only adopted 1n ‘tq main features nearly a century later.
It is also beyond doult that he sent home 8 land-revenue scheme
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for the “ permanent settlement ” of Bengal,* which, thuu h carried
out hy Lord Cornwallis and associated with his name, was first
ﬂﬁmmﬂy planned and advocated hy Francis; yet, unfortunately,
this 1s the period of his carcer of which his bwgraphera have least
to say.

For the present, however, we are concerned rather with his per-
sonal, than his oflicial, life in India, and, with this view, it is
proposed 1o recall two or three notable ineidentr in it which will
bring bhefore us some typical men and manners of Calcutte in the
last ecentury. And as the general reader may very pardonably
now-a-days plead, that he has forgotten a good deal connected with
the topic of the ** Letters of Junius,” it may perhaps be allowabls,
for the better uanderstanding of pusalble allusion afterwards, to
levote this first chapter to. something preliminary, touching the
mysterious performance with which the name of Philip Franeis is
notortously associated, and to refer as briefly as will serve for
introduction to his Faropean antecedents.

To many readers such introduction will, of course, be super-
Hunus,

Haupmly, 1t 13 now almost universally coneceded thatl the calm of
solution has settled on the once fiercely disputed question of the
authorshin of the ¢ Juttﬂm of Junins T-—a question henceforth
11\{*1? to have Lut Little aths aetion, suve for the casual antiquarian,

v the burrower amuu;,:,;[. the curiosities of literary and political
hhtt)‘[‘}'

The claims of three dezen or more candidates fo the Equwnﬂsl
honour, which were advocated from time to time, were hopelessly |
abandoned one after another. The cuse made out for the claim
raised for Philip Franeis, however, ztands forth only the more con-
vineinuly, the ampler the investization, the wider the range and
natiire of the serutiny applied to it till at length a vast array of
independert arguments and cire umstances have been brought
togeilter with ever-accumulating foree, which all tend to furnish
the same conclusion, to lead to the one ultimate mmference. To
this aceumulation of circumstantial evidence, has been added the
material evidence afforded hy the professional examination of the
handwriting of Junius, minutely compared with that of Franecis,
and of socine other candidates, by the late M. Chabot, the expert
(published by the Hon. Mr. Twistleton some years ago), which

el e - — s —— - - - —_ — [ ——| — —

¥ Francis laid claim to this in $ne Houae ~f Commons in February, 1306,
in the debate on the erection of a wonuuwent to Lord Cornwallis.

x 2
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annihilates all other elaimants, and leaves no room for doubt that the
hand which wrote the ¢ Letiers of Junius " was the hand of Philip
Frapcis.* In the face of this last evidence, the stoutest believers
in the inviolability of tlie Junian scerel (notably the Quurierly
Rerview) confrssed themselves converts ; and even the late Mr.
Hayward, Q.L., the most subtle and uncompromising of them all,
he guthor of ¢ The Franciscan Theory Unsound,” was silenced.

The marvellonsg fact thus becane Jemonsirated, that the caustic
writer, the audacious State satirist, whose accurate information and
cavenomed shafts perplexed and wounded even the highest, proved
t5 bo a clerk in the War Office, whose craf and subtlety i guard-
ing the seeret of his newspaper writings were such, that he was
wholly unsuspected by his contemporzaries, and that his name was
Lever even mentioned in conneetion with the famous Letters, tal
forty years after the appeerance of the last one.

When *Junius Identified with 2 Distinguished  Living
C‘haracter” was published in 1814, Sir Philip Francis was an old
wian, retired from public life, but moving in the highest soclety.
He then shrank from the greatness thrust upon him, heavily
weizhted ss it would have been with shame. Jle must have felt
{hat 4o have acknowledged then that Junius and Francis were one,
would have been to confess that, for some busy years of his early
manhond, he had been a treacherous, dark intriguer—a marvel oi
duplicity and turpitude—a character that no anilities T however
splendid, no services howoaver unrivalled, conld redeem.’ Aecord-
ingly he disowneid the impeachment in an evasive sort of way to

e —— e e — T —— e o e ———— o ——— ——— = T P — e e n - ~—

* My, Hayward's contvibution to the Tunisn controversy under the above
title {or © Mure sbout Junius™) ia xaid to have made a convert of the late
Chict Justice Cockburn, ¢ Five ouf of six ¢ the best intellects of my ac:
quaintance,” wrires Hayward, “ think the Franciscan theory rudely shaken,
% not drmoliched.”  * But Lady Palmerston wrute to him in January, 1868,
““ Many thavks for your pamphlet about Junius, which hes amused and
jnterested me very moch, Dewvs ral of your chjections are startling, but still 1
am convineed Francis is the man ; and his manner, which [ remember 80 well,
was quite of a picce with his dashing 8'yle of writing.” Three years later
(1871} when M. Chabot's exhaustive analysis of the hand writing was puhiisbed,
no one came forwara with an atiemnpl t., refute bis argument in favourof Francis,
whicl seetned to he unassailably based on the only foundation of:any real
valis in »uch a controveray,  (See Appesdix B.)

+ Awmongst the letbers received in his yuush, preserved by Philip Francis,
wns oue from his tat' er written to the claver hoy at bt Panl's School, which
contains this pa-page-—'" Genius and ahilities are in general very happy
pogsesBious 3 Yot &N injudicions mse of them nakes the possessors odious, aund
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the world, but, at the same time, did not conceal from his second

wife that he wished her to understand that it wasg true.. |
The dizappearance of Junius has beenh somewhat loosely described,.
as clogely connected in time with the resignation of the War Offioe
by Francis, an event that was the precursor of much scurrilous
abuse of Lord Barrington, the Secretary at War, in the final letters
to the public press written by Junius, not under that sighature,
but under several changes of pseudonym ; letters which are abao-
lutely stupid in their vulgar malignity and abounding truculence,
end strangely contrast with the choice, incisive langunge and the
admirable style, of which the author of Junius showed himself at
one time to be master—especially in his earlior letters. The
popular idea was that Junius ceased to write on his identity be-
commng known to Ministers (it is suggesied by Brougham that the
discovery was probably made by the Secretary at War); and the
question arose whether a prosecution should not be instituted.
The story went that Lord Mansfield was consulied, but the Chief
Justma, having had quite enocugh of the temper and ohstinacy of
Middlesex juries in the cases ﬂf tha printers, strongly protested
against courting a -maxedignal defeat iu the person of the principal,
and recommended a humiliating resort to conciliatory, instead of to
violent measures—that the dreaded Junius, in short, should be got
rid of by hush-money. Junius himself said in thg most emphatie
of his wntmgs, in the dedication of his collected lettars o the
English nation, “ If I am a vain man my gratification lies within a
narrow circle, I am the sole dﬂpnaltary of my own mmt, and it
shall perish with me.” One would think that a secret shared in by =0
many, a secret that all England was on tip-toe to discover, would soon
be on the high road to 1u11w=mal divulgence ; yet, in spite of this
- and of its inherent improbabilities, the story gained the credence of
some high authorities. Lord Campbell, who adopted it from Lady
Francig, a firmm believer, thus gives the pith of it : “Junins, from
the acquittal of the printers till the beginning of the year 1772
(when he made a treaty with the Government and for ever disap-
peared), exercised a tyranny of which we can form little coneeption,
living in an age when the press is more decorons, and we are able .
by law to restrain its excesses.” . . . “At last the
great boar of the forest, who had gored the ng and almost all his
court, was conquered, not by the spear of a knight-errant, but by a
littls provender held out to him, and he was sent to whet his tusks
‘in a distant land.” The provender heve alluded to was a seat in
the newly-appointed Council to tha Governor-General of India,
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wiith » salary of tafi thousand pounds a year. The story, however,
was necessarily exploded on the publication, a few years ago, of the
 memoirs and gorrespondence of Sir Philip Francis, when it became

evident that, during his time in India, he carned on a friendly
correspondence with the Prime Minister, Lord North, who would
have scorned the friendship of a newspaper assassin Whom he had
bribed to silence, and that, whatever may have been the cause of
_ his retiring from the War Office, he left it osfenstbly on good terms
with the head of it. It also came to light that he lived ever after,
both in India and England, in amicable, nay, even affectionate
relations with his old chief, who we were asked to believe had the
strongest reasons to at least suspect, that Francis was the man who,
under a disguise, heaped on him such flowers of rhetoric as “the
bloody Barrington,” * the name ‘that implies everything that is
mean, cruel, false, and contemptible,” the * fawning frattor to every.
party and person,” the “asstduous parasite.”’* ' :
" The tyranny of Junius alluded to by Lord Campbell depended a
good deal, probably, on the well-concealed mystery of the auther-
iu;g, and jis also sscribable as much to the political circumstances
“under whieh he made his appearance, as t0 the force of his writings.
The time was out of joint when he came to sel it right. The
whole system of Parliamentary representation had become rotien.
A well-meaning king, who, it must be allowed, had the courage of
his convictions, and extraordinary tenacity of purpose, wes adopling
the scheme of personal rule {in which he was 80 thorough a believer),
aided not by loyal, but by obsequious ministers. The people
meanwhile were disqusted with "the corruption of an oppressive
oligarchy. The disease had reached such a critical period, that
~ festering wounds, to be healed, had first to be exposed and opened
up, and in this operation the pitiless knife of Junius did signal
garvice. In cestigating abuses, weapons in his armoury too
frequently resorted to, were no doubt libel and shameful personal
slander ; his aim was, perbaps, not purely the public welfare, but

B

—_—

* Trom Calcutta Francis wrote to Barmington, telling bim of the distracted
governroent, and adding, “ Again I commit myself to your lordship's patron-
age.' Tord Barrigton wrote back: #J love you both (Clavering snd
Francis) 8o much that I cannot wish you to continue loog ir a situation o
painful, though so creditable to you.” On his return from India, Francis was
a frequent guvst at Brocket {Lord Barrington’s), and lived with him in such
intimacy, that, if there were no other reason for conceslment, it would have
been impossihle for Francis to at)w himself as Junius (so says Mr, Merivale).
Lord Barrington did not die $ill 1793,



. T

PHILIP FRANCIS AND ‘HIS TIMES. a3

the result was the public gain. We shoyld have diffienlty now in
understanding the extraordinary popularity of the writings of this
formidable censor, unless we keep in view the stormy days when
(reorge the Third was young. Nevertheless, many of the letters of
Junius are instructive and enjoyable reading still—-all the more sq,
perhaps, that their wit has ceased to sting or their invective to enrage.

Even to Francis’ most intimate relatives his Indian appointment

was a couse of wonder.  An Ameriean cousin, a lawyer, writes to
him ;-

‘“ I have perused the Rogulation Bill carefully, and am of opinion
that it will answer all your purpures effectually, It gives you vast
power and a vast salary. But how did you get this appointment? It
is miraculous to me that a man should resign his office in 1772; and in

1773, without any change of ministry, be advanced in so-very extra-
ordinary a manner, ‘

““Your merit and abilitis I was always ready to acknowledge, sir;
but I was never taught to think much of Lord North’s virtue and

discernment: ; ihis treatinent of you has in some measure redeemed him
in my opinion,”

His biograplier, Mr. Murivale, calls his appointment a “ provoking
mystery— -an extraordinary promotion from the position of a young
and obscure retired clerk in the War Office,” thus re-echoing an
objection of the Court of Directors when his nomination by
Parllament was brough! to them. It is unfair thus to sum up
his qualification for a high oilice by a reference to the comparatively
humble cne recently held. Let us sec what his training had
been. Immediately afier leaving St. Paul’s School, with the repu-
tation of being 1ts cleverrst scholar, he was appointed to a clerkship
in the Secrctary of State’s office. When only eighteen he was
sent as scerelary to General Dlich during the Expedition to the
Frenclt eoast, resulting in the destruction of Cherbourg. After
vthal hre was distinguished by being nominated secretary to a Speeial
Embassy to Lisbon. Ilaving thus gained much official experience
and knowledge of men, at an exceptionally early age, he returned
fo the Becretary of State’s office and betook himself to deep study
of political science, and especially of the constitution and laws of
England.  We next find him sclected to be occasional amanuensis
during eightcen months to the great Pitt, a period and an oceupa-
tion to which Francis thus alluded long afterwards in the House of
Commons :—* Int the early part of my life I had the good forfune
to hold a place very 1nconsiderable 11 itself, but immediately under
the late Earl of Chatham. He descended from his station to
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take notice of mine, and he honoured me with repeated marks of
his favour and protection.” After that he was given the respon-
sible berth af’ clitef clork in the War Office, which he voluntarily
osigned aibe fosrs afterwards, presumably because he was super-
"$#Hés natre was even known favoursbly. to the King, who,

weitine to Lord N orth, says:—*“ As to the other gentlemen who

qualificatigns, cxcept Mr. Francis, who is allowed fo be a
man of talents” (sic). Many a man without a fourth of these quah-
fications Hus been appointed since to the Supreme Council in India,
and it may be safely predicted will be in the future, without his
nomination being called a mystery. Francis’s own explanation is
the simplest, and most probably the truc one; viz., he accidentally
heard that one of the intended councillors (Mr. Cholwell) had
declined the nomination, and just in the nick of time Francis
applied for it to Lord North, who wished to bring his Regulating
Act cut and dried, with the proposed councillors named, before
Parliament. He also said that Edmund Burke, though he opposed
the New Indian Act, “spoke handsomely of me in debate as a very
proper person for the oflice.” |
The interest which Francis brought to hear was that of Lord
Barrington, to whom, with a contfidence which seemed to defy
detection, ke boldly applied, and from whom he got the most
~ getive and bandsome support. The appointment took place in
June, 1773—<.2., fiftcen months after Francis’s retircment from
the War Office. The merits of his antecedents were alone
sufficient to get him an appointment which, it must be remem-
bered, was practically going a-begging at thc eleventh hour. It
had also been declined by Burke, possibly by others. It will be
scen later on how small the prize seemed to Francis on realization,
and how little it satisfied his tastes or his great ambition. |
It is also necessary for a further elucidation of the “mystery ™
to bear in wmind who his fellow-councillors from England were to
be—+two military officers, General Clavering and Colonel Monson,*
with powerful connexions, to whose share these Indian loaves
and fishes fell, mainly to satisfy Court and Parhamentary in-

—r — — - i
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» I have to thank Mr. Beveridge for the knowledge that this was the
lant Monson mentioned by Orme as serving with great bravery inthe wars
in the Uarnatic. It ia & carious coincidence that one of Francis’s colieagues waa
the friend and brother-in-arms of Sir Wm, Draper, who provoked some of the
earliest letters of Junins. - Clavering was Brigadier General at the attack on

e . _a_ wvmra  ITa lad tha Pemtiah foroa 1 THOTROTL :

. havﬂ applied to yon~ 1 do not know anything of their persomal
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finence. The presumption was never sanguinely enfertained
that, either by ability or previous training, were they fitted. for
the duties of the high and novel position assigned to them;
and this was amply verified in the days, few and evil, allotted to
them in Caleutta. Some make-weight therefore was essential ;
and where could this have more suitably been found than im the
hard-working, well-trained official of such varied experience as.
the ex-Chief Clerk in the War Oftice, who was then thirty-two
years of age, and in the enjoyment of the full ripeness of his
cultivated talents? Francis might be relied on for the brains
and the work : his coll-agues for the deportment. That Francis
himself comgplacently fell in with this apportioning of their
respective functions is tolerably clear. In one of his earilest
lotters from India, written to the brother of Edmund Burke, he
says, “When I see this glorious Empire, which I was sent to
save and govern, tottering upon the verge of ruin,” &e.

To Lord Clive he wrote, “Look sharp after the fate of your
jaghire. . . . T will not scruple to say to you what I have
never suggosted to any other person, that if I aw recailed, or if an
arrangement should take place under which I cannot exert myself
with effect, you may as weil take leave of Eengal for ever.”

When we mark the egotism here, we are not surpised to learn that
his nickname in Caleutta was * King Franeis,” “ Francis the First.” *

Though Philip Francis may in his early life have schemed as.a
political adventurer, and may have been disparagingly sneered at as
““ 5 more War Olfice clerk ” when selected for high preferment, 1t
must not be forgotten that he justified the selection by the exhibi-
tion of a virture whieh enabled him to look down on all his
predecessors and wost of his contemporaries, and which, standing
supreme as a qualification for exalted position and infinence in
India, earned this florid, Lut truthful tribute to his memory from
an ex-Lord Cliancelior,

‘“ He had been an Indian satrap in the most corrupt times, and
retived from the barbaric land washed by Ormus and Ind, the land
of pearls and gold, with hianis so elean and a fortune so moderate,
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* A voluminous writer of pawphlets about Indian matters (Price), who was
an uncompromising foe to Francia, accounts for the above nickname thus :
“ Once in India an inirvepreter was pressed by Xrancis to explain to an
ambaseador what & great mau he {Franeis) was, and being at a loss for a proper
comparison to illustrate his power, desired the man to deacribe bim a8 being
the fifth part of a king.,” FPrice apostrophises Xrancis sa ¢thou virtuous

"
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that in the fiercest storms of faction no man ever for an instans
dreamt of questioning the absolute purity of his administration.”*

Any modern Indian administrators who may perhaps be dreaming
of fame, or even flattering themselves that their memory will out-
live their generation, may derive some prospective consolation from
the reflection, that this brilliantly-gifted man sojourned for six
yoars of the prime of his life in Caleutta, waging a constant war
against unscrupulous government, and endeavouring to maintain,
wlhat he betieved to be, the cause of right against wrong, and yet
that he has left behind hin scarcely the shadow of a name. Were
Philip Francis to be mentioned in ordinary conversation in Calcutta
to-day, his name would be unknown to many as that of an Indian
statesman, or would he dimly recognized in connection with some-
thing relating rather to social than official life. It would be
associated probably with some passages .in onc of Macaulay’s
essays, and the question would be asked, if he were not the man
who was angry because he did not land under royal honours from .
Fort William ; or the remark would be hazarded that he was the
profligate who ran away with somebody’s wife, and then fought a
duel about her with the Governor-General under a big tree on the
maidan, or under two trees * so well known as the trees of destruc-
tion,” as the story sometimes goes.

Let me, therefore, as my object is chiefly to gossip about old
times, make a starting-point of the vaguely rememwred circum-
stances just alluded to, and eudeavour to get rid of some of the
inaccuracies with, which time has embellished them. We may as
well see in the first place what were the actnal fasts in connexion
with the landiug at Calentta of Francis and his feilow-councillors,
and what was the etiquette observed as placed on official record.

Before recalling the incidents of the duel between the Governor-
General and the senior member of the Council, a still more
memorable duel which followed hard upon the landing of the new
arrivals must be detailed.

It may thep be of interest to turn cur attention more to the
social doings of Francis and his contemporarics ; to take a look at
their every-day life, and to see what some of them thought of an
Indian career. A survey, too, may be taken at the press and other
institutions ¢f Calentta a hundred years ago.

—_— e
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* Brougham evidently dil not place any value on the insinuations of 20
rabid a politfeal apponent as Major Scott, who challenged Francis ir the House

of Commone (1787) to account for the source of the money which he bronghi
Erivem Todia nosw and aheva the cavnea from his oficial salars.
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There is ne anecdote more frequently repeated regarding Caleutia
and its passed-away celebrities than the one which tells of the
~ chagrin and disappointment said to have been evinced by the
newly-arrived Members of Council, because they were not received
with a “royal salute” on their landing at Chandpal Ghat on. thn
19th October, 1774. The. story, .too, is paraded whenever it is

‘desired to quote an apt illustration of mighty events springing frow
 little causes. Thus Macaulay says — |

¢ The members of Clounci] expected a salute of twenty-one gins from
' the butteries of Fort William. Hastings allowed them only seventeuii.
They landed in ill-humour. * The first civilities were exchanged with
cold rescrve. On the morrow commenced that long quarre! which,
after distracting British India, was renewed in England, ard in which
‘all the most eminent statesmen and orators of the age fook adlive
part on one or the other gide.” o

~ Two other well-known writers on India allude to the citcumstance
as though Philip Francis were the head and front of .the vexation
at the breach of etiquette, and therefore alune responsible for the
subsequent embroilment ; and tradition as it exists to-day adopts
this view, and Francis (possibly because he alone is of historical
importance) is gibbeted hy common consent when there 18 no
evidence whatever to show that he was more to blame than his
fellow-passengers in the new Council. Mr, Marshman saye on the
subject, speaking of Chandpal Ghab (Calcutta Review) i— . |

¢ Yt was hers that the author of Junius counted one by one the
gung which boomed from the Fort, and found: to his mortification
that their number did not exceed seventeen, when he i expectod
_ pineteen. This circumstance appears to have laid the fom dstior of the
jmplacable hatred he manifested towards Hastingd, an which for six
. years exposed ihe administration of the comntry to contempt. Is 1t
‘unveasonable to suppose that if his self-esteem had been gratified by
two additional charges of powder; -The. unsesmly and dangerous

“opponition, &e.”
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Sir John Kay follows suit, and holds up Francis in particular.

‘“ Ax they neared the batteries of Fort William they were greeted
with & salute of nineteen gums. Having calculated, upon what
roasonable grounds it is impossible to conjecture, that thay would have .
veen received with a royal mlute &ec., Francis, who had left England
in 3 position to which no one wuuld have touched a hat, was eapanmlly
incansed, He appears at once to have drawn the sword and thrown
away the hcabbard. From that moment he became the bitter, unre-
lvating snemy of Warren Hastings, &c.”

Lt will be seen that the two authors just quoted differ slightly in
the number of guns given and expected. Bub no one refers to the
anihority on which such sweeping assertions are made, The -
following extracts from a musty blue-book will perhaps give a
juster idea on the meriits of this question than seems to be genorally
jicld.  Whatever the new Members of Council may have said In
snclety about the want of ceremony attending their landing, or
whatever soclety may have said for them (which is just as likely),
it 13 certain that they made no official complaint or representation
ahout the slight, and there seems no ground whatever for attributing
early action in the matier to Francis more than to anyone else.
‘Ihat some reflections on the inferred or apparent want of courtesy
were freely indulged in socially is more than probable, and the fact
of Hastings grappling with them before they had assumed a tangible
oificial form was a. blunder, as it laid him open to the retort of “qui
s’excuse s’accuse,” which the opposition in their rejoinder (evidently
from the pen of ancm) were not slow to avail themselves of. |

Before referring to official documents for information on this
subject, we may see what can be gathered from contemporary
private sources. It may be premised that the four Judges, appointed
by the New Regulating Act for India, started from England at the

same time as the new Members of Council. The former sailed in -

the 4nson, the latter with their party in the Ashburnham. Francis
wae Mpamed by his brotherinlaw, Alexander Macrabie,

Between the two & warm friendship of old standing existed.
Amongst the many sins attributed to Francis, closeness in money
matters was one ; but his treatment of his bruther—m-law a young
man of about his own age, showed the utmost kmdnesa and
generosity. A few years before Francis resigned his War Office
appointment, Macrabie had left England for Philadelphia where he
had obtained the managing clerkship in some British mercantile
house, but the place did not seem to suit him, and Franecis, who
~ was not over well off himself, wrote to him, *“ We have long since
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agreed how easy it is to find fault. but whoever fails you, be always
asstired that my heart will ever be open ; 1n short, if you cannot
determine on any plan where you are, you have nothing to do but
to return to my house and stay in it until something else can be
thought of.” A month later he wrote again : “I need not repeat
what I hope you are convinced of, that though all fail, my house is
your sure retreat, co- be not unhappy about a disappointment more
or less”* When the Indian appointment came to Francis he
provided for his brother-in-law with the post of private seeretary.
Macrabie repaid all this kindpess with an affection amounting to
devotion, |

On the voyage, and in India afterwards, Macrabie kept a diary,
some extracts from which find a place in the memoirs of F rancis,
who had preserved it among his own papers. The recorded
observations of the sccretary very probably reflect with tolerable
accuracy the feelings of his ehief, and of the other councillors ; he
comments with jealous censoriousness on the inadequate attention
hestowed on them. -

The Judges were the first who fell under his displeasure ; they
monopolized all the homage while the ships anchored for ton days
in Funchal Road, for the diary notes:—

* We observe that tho commission with the great seal constantly
attends the Judges. The Chief Justice has stolen a march on the
wentlemen of the Council in point of precedence, a mark of distine-
tion which takes from the dignity of the latter without doing any
credit, in my opinicn, to the other honourable gentlemen.” -

A man in this frame of mind is on a Pinnacle looking out for.
slights, which then, of eourse, are seen in abundanece. |

At Madrus the pestilent Judges are in the way again, but the
Secretary scems to have been comfortod. S

“Supreme Court always take the lead of us. They sail better than we
do, and their charter gives them precedence.+ Their worahips Janded

k
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* But affectionate friends though they were, not even to him did Francis
confide anything touching the Junius mystery. Macrabie wrote from America
to Francis in March, 1770,—* Junius is the Mara of malcontents, His letter to
the Kingis past all endurance as well as all compare—who the devil can he be 7

1+ Francis bimself thus remarks on this precedence : ** The Chief Juatice of
the SBupreme Court of Judicature, who is ot a member of the Council, imme-
diately takes place of all those persons {except the Governor} to whom the
regency cf the country is committed ; and the same pre-eminence is secured
to the present puisne judges over those who shall succeed as in Council. The
natural c¢onclusion in the mind of the native must be that the judicial is the
tirst power, and the judges the first persons in the State.”
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two days befows . "What marks of honour and respect they may
have been dislitpwished by, I know not; but nothing could exceed
e editzacts will be sufficient to show the morbid anxiety
«whirh one individual, at all- events, must have looked for-
d -to the approaching official reception of *“our party ? at
Caloutte. Accordingly he there resumes his censorship :— |

¢ Exactly at noon, a comfortable season for establishing the stiquette
of precedency, the whole party are disposed in three boats, and both
muli‘ta safely landed at the capital of their jurisdiction. The proces-
sion to the Governor's house beggars all description ; the heat, the
confusion, not an attempt at regularity. No guards, no person to
receive or to show the way, no state.”

- B
-

Hia appetite for ceremontial distinetion had, however, Becumﬁ 80
keen by this time, that he hints that even the smallest crumbs
“would have been acceptable ; for he adds, | |

. ¢ But surely Mr. Hastings might have put on & ruffied shirt !"

- -Francis himself, writing to a cousin in America a few days
afterwards, says simply: “We landed here October 19, upon
which occasion the acelamations were as loud and the congratula-
tions as sincere as wé expected.” Not a word about the insufficiency
* ¢f the guns in all the private writings.

- {nly once does Francis himself refer to the reception at the
" Linding. and then no doubt with displeasure, but he seems rather
‘to be reflecting General Clavering’s opinion than his own. The
allusion occurs in a private memorandum reviewing public trans-
actions since their arrival. ~

_#¢The mean and dishonourable reception we met with at our !andi'ng-
- e Clavering the second shock.” , .

“Frebdlls blographer did net sttach much importance to his coh-

nebkihy with the suggested cause of the ferrible six years’ war that
" #¢llowed, for ho says jn a footnote : The common story that the
" three new Members of the Council took offence at being greeted
with a salute of nineteen guns only, instead of a royal salute, finds
no confirmation that T* can discover in the Francis papers,” The
biographer had probably never seen the despatches from which the
following extracts are made.

Extracted from Governor-General’s letter to the Court of Direc-
~ tors, dated 3rd December, 1774 :—

447 am ashamed to call the public attention to a subject so exceed- -

e



PHILIP FRANCIS AND HIiS ¥IMES. g 3
ingly frivolous as that which I am now compelled 10-enter yponin my
own-further justification., They accuse me of having failed in paying
them the honours due to them. Their accusation sagainst me om this
head is confined to the following particulars: Ounly seventesn gune
wore fired on their arrival; troops were not drawn out to receive
them ; they were met at my own house, and not at the Council-homes’;
there was a delay from Friday till Monday, three days, in the order
for issuing the new commissions in Publiec Orders ; and, , the
proclamation of the new Government was not made with sufficient
parade. - |

“To these five articles I must reply separately— .- g

¢¢13¢,—The orders given for the salutes were, that soventoem guns
should be fired for the Chief Justice and the J ucigaﬂ ; the like number
for General Clavering; fifteen, as ordered by the Court of Directors, -
for Sir Edward Hughes ; and thirteen for each of the Members of the
Board, if they come separately ; if they should all arrive at the same
time, the higﬂaﬂt salute directed to be fired for the whole ; and this
was agreeable to the practice which hitherto had been observed—1I had
no other rule to go by. They did arrive together, and were accord-
ingly saluted with seventeen

¢¢9nd.—If they had landed at the Fort, the garrison should have
been under arms to receive them. It appeared to me unmilitary to
draw troops out of garrison to compliment their landing at a distance

from 1it. :
¢ 3rd. I I could have defined their expectations*of being received,

not at my house, but at the Uouncil-house, or if 1 eould have imagined -

that this was considered a matter of any sort of significance, 1 cer-
tainly should have answered their wishes; but the circumstane
neither occurred to myself, nor was it suggested to any other persow;,
I thought then, and truly I think still, that the deputing the semioz-
Member of the Board to wait cn them in the river, and attend them
to town, and the assembling of all the other gentlemen of the wold
Council at my house for their reception, were ample marks of atien-
tion and respect to them.

¢t 4th.—The delay of three days in issuing the commissions was
occasioned by & request of mine, dictated by my feelings "on firat
perusing them. I had before received private intimation of their pur«:
port, but Thy information was not complete, and I was hurt at the

extraordinary reduction of my authority which was to take place, and |

the apparent inconsistency of investing the second person in the
administration with greater ostensible powers than the first. While
I was agitated by these considerations, I requested this time do deter-
mine within myself whether I would acceps of this new Goveransent,
or conclude the period of my services to the Company with the close
of the late administration, before they were published ; and when my
request was acquiesced in, I did nouv expect to have found it stated as
an exceptionable part of my conduct. ' '

4 Bthe—With respect to the want nf_M in proolahping the new



(4 ECHOES FROM OLD CALCUTTA.

Government, the members of the Board have themselves been to blame
for any deficiency in this particular. They forined a majority, and might
have ordered what pomp and ostentation they pleased, but it is extra-
ordinary that they shnuil agree to measurcs and then throw the blame
of them upon me. I am averse to parade myself, and have never
used it. I proposed a written advertisement as the usnal mode of
proclamation here ; they thought a military attendance necessary,
which - was accordingly ordered to attend upon the Sheriff, whom I
thought the proper oflicer to publish a Civil Government. But it may
be necessary to remark that if there was any deficiency of respect in
“my conduct on the above occasion, it could not be personally intended
against them, since the new Government was its object, and I myself
had the highest interest in the honours paid to it, being the head of
that Government.

“Upon the whole, I must remark that I paid them higher honours
than had ever been paid to persons of their rank in this country ; as
high even as had been paid to Mr. Vausittart and Lord Clive, when they
came in the first station as Governors, men whose names will ever
stand foremost in the memoirs of the people of thig country, and who
.merited ag much from their employers as any who have filled, or are
. likely ‘to ‘fill, that atation. I wrote letters severally to the three
- gen en at Madras, bespeaking their confidence, as a measure
necessary to the safety of the Company. The Board sent their senior
member down the river to meet them ; and, as a mark of personal
respect fromn me.-one of the gentlemen of my staff attended them ;
the whole Council assembled at my house to receive them on their
landing. What more could 1 do without derogating from my own
rank 7 But they seem to have considered themselves as the Govern-
ment, and to have required the honours done to it entire to be paid to
thetr own persons, forgetting that they were only a part, and that it

hl

was from the head they expected such concessions.”

Extracted from minute of General Clavering, Colone! Monson,
and Mr, Franeis, dated 11th January, 1775, and received in London
the 18th of Julw 1775, containing observations and remarks on the
zovernor-General’s appeal fo the Court of Directors, of the 3rd of

December, 1774 :—

““21. Some inattention to ceremonies on the part of the Governor
in the mode «f cur reception is supposed to have had a share in
creating or confirming in us those hostile resolutions which we are
accused of haviig formed against him. The first objection we make
to all that the Governor has said on this article is, that it is a defence
without a charge. We leave it to our superiors to judge what sort of
consciousness i8 implied in mo hasty an anticipation of charges not
-advanced against him, -

- %22, Qur second vbjection would be to his statement of the facts,
- wo thought it worthy of owselves or eomsistent with the prosecu-
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tion of business of a far heavier nature, to descend to such a detajl.
As for the rest, we hope it will be thought too much to be belioved,
on no better evidence than Mr. Hastings’s bare affirmation, that we
are ‘capable of engaging in measureas which, if they are such as he
describes them, may subvert an empire, merely to revenge an omissijon
of ceremony, for which the alightest concession from Mr, Hastings
ought to have beenr so sufficient an excuse, that we could not have
declined accopting it without betraying an injudicious appearance of
hostility to Lim and disgracing ourselves. -

““23. If the charges of a personal failure in the-respeets due to Mr.,
Hastings had had any foundation whatsoever, we think it ought not
to have been described by so Bross a term as that of a * warfare of
scurrility.” The expressions to which he himgelf applies and confines
that description are on record, and referred to by himself. Qur
superiors will judge whether they have a reference to the public
measures of the late administration, or personally to Mr. Hastings ;
and whether, supposing them to be directed against measures only,
they were or could be too strong for the occasion.”

Before Francis had been six months in Tndia Lo wrote a leifer
to the Prime Minister, showing how he at first strangely under-
valued the ability of Hastings, “If in thiz or any other instance
the Governor-General’s comdluct, or the motives I attribute to him,
should appear vpon examination to Imply a weakness and want of
Judgment in him that exceed probability, T can ouly say, with an
appeal to your Lordship’s future observation, that withous denying -
iim some liftle falentis of the third or fourth order, we were._ as
much deceived with regard to his abilities and judgment as to his
other qualifications.” Macaulay’s sagacity gave hhmn the deeper
insight into Hastings which, no doubt to his cost, Krancis got laker.
" Quick and vigorous as his intellect was, the patience with which
he endured the most cruel vexutions till a remedy could be found
resembled the patience of stupidity.” “Of the numetous servants
of the Company who have distinguished themselves as framers of
nuinutes and despaiclies, Hastings stands at the head., He was,
indeed, the person who gave the official writing of the Indian
Government the character which it still retains. He was matched
against no common antagonist. But even Francis was forced to
acknowledge, with sullen and resentful candour, that there was no

contending against the pen of Hastings.” o

Y



CHAYTER IV. |
PHILIP FRANCIS AND HIS TIMES.
9 NUNCOMAR, 1772

¢ Aw Tndizn Government has only to let it be understood, that it
wishos a particnlar man to be rnined, and in twenty-four hours it will
be furnished with grave chirges, supportad by depositions 80 full and
circwnstantial, that any porsen anaceustomed to Asiatic mendacity
would regard them ag decsive . . - Hagstings was now regarded
as helpless, The power to nake or mar the fortune of every man in
Hengal had passad, as it spemed, into the hands of the now Counell-
lovs. . It would have been strange indeed if, at such &
tanctire, Nuncomar had romained qniet. ‘That bad mau ~as stimnit-
ated at once by malignity; hy avarice, and by ambition. Now was
the time to be avenged on his old enemy, to wreak a grudge of seven-
years, to estaklish himself in the favour of the majority of the
O>uncil, to become the greatest native in Bengal. From the time of
tho arrival of the new Counciilors, he had paid the most marked
aourt to them, and had in consogquence been excluded, with ali
indignity, from the Government-house. He now put into the hands
of Francts, with great ceremony, a paper containing several charges of
the most serious description. By this docament Hastings was accused
of putting oftices up for sale, and of receiving bribes for sufiering
offenders to escape . . . . The triumph of Nuncomar seemed to
be complete. He held a daily levée, to which hia countrymen resorted
in crowds, and to which, on one occasion, the majority of the Council
condescended to repair. His house was an office for the purpose of
receiving charges against the (ovenor-General, . . . - On a
gudden, Calcutta was astounded by the news that Nuncomar had been
tnken up on & charge of felony, committed, and thrown into the
common gaol. The crime imputed to him was that six years before
" he had forged & bond. The ostensible prosccutor was & native. But
t was then, and still is, the opinion of everybody, idiots and
‘Dbiographers excepted, that Hastings was the real mover in the business.
‘*he rage of the majority rose to the highest point. They protested
agcainst the proceedings of the Supreme Court, and gent geveral urgent
messages to the Judges, demanding that Nuncomar should be admitted
‘> bail. The Judges returned haughty and resolute answers. All that
the Council could do was to heap honours and emoluments on the
family of Nuncomar ; and this they did. In the meantime the assizes
commencoed ; a trme bill was found ; and Nuncomar wad brought
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quantity of contradictory swearing, and the necessity of having every
word of the evidence interpreted, protracted the trial to & most unusual
length. At last a verdict of guilty was retyrned, and the Chief Justice
pronounced sentence of death on the prisoner. : |

That Impey ought to have respited Nuncomar we hold to be perfectly
clear, Whethsr the whole procecding was not illegal, 18 a guedtion. -
But it is ccertain, that whatever may have been, according to technical
rules of constructivn, the effect of the Statute under which the trial
took jlace, it was most unjust to hang a Hindoo for forgery. The
law which made forgery capital in England was passed witLout the
sallest referouce to the state of society in India.”

e

NUNCOMAR. I
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The foregoing passages from Macaulay's essay on Warren Has-
tings give the pith of the historical 1ncident, to some account of
which it 13 proposed to devote this chapter.

On looking to the record of the train of occurrences which. con-
spired to give importance and political significance, to the first great
crimninal trial before the new Supreme Court at Calcutty, and to the
circumstances attending it, we trace the aetive brain and busy pen
of Philip Francis, and see that he was a priniec mover m those
events. He had colleagues who aeted with him, 1t is true, but so
greatly did this aggressive man tower over them, and over all his
Calcutta contemporaries —but one-—in abilily, energy, and subtlety,
that the cye is idly bent on those, thoir prattle is comparatively of
no aceount. JIudecd, it may reasouably be sald, that had Philip
Francis never been to India, the trial or the execution of even so-
prominent a native as Nuncomar, would have been but a nine days’
wonder ; history would have had no cognizance of it.

Again, when Francis's fellow actors had long passed away, the
course of events led to the half-forgotten forgery drama, being
brought into stronger light than cver on another stage ; even there
while the story of Nuncomar, and of the alleged political and judi--
cial atrocities of wlhichvhe had been the victim, is being passionately
told in all its harrowing details to an English audience, behind the
scenes we ses Philip Francis-—* the voice is Jacob’s voice, but the
hands ure the hands of Esaun,” . . B

Thexefore, as the period of Calentia life with which thess sketches
deal, is that indicated in the title@f * Philip Francis and his Times,”
the trial of Nuncomar claims early notice. o

It is not proposed just now to'follow at any length in the well-
‘trodden stops of those who have discassed the political or technical
features of the proseculion and it result. The object rather is to

hﬁ,baﬂk for a litile across th@%ﬁtewening century, m;d while
P o 9
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bringing into light from mouldy volumes, a fow of the dimly remei-
hered facts and circumstances attending a celebrated trial and exect-
tion, to recall the names of some of the more prominent actors n.
a geene which brought Calentta :1to such unenviable notice 8 little
over one hundred years ago. Which profoundly moved public feeling
in England, engaging the serutiny of her Partiament, and exercsing
the keenest attention of some of her greetest orators and statesmen,
one of whom, Fdmund Burks, is deseribed as having had “as Lively
~m idea of the execution of Nuncomar % o3 of the execution of De.
Dodd.” |

From his earliest days Nuncomar was ewployed 1 various offi-
cial capacities npdet the (Native) Governmmnent of Bengal In the fime
of Siraj ud Dowla he was Governor of Hoogly. Trom then, during
ihe several changes of government in Bengal, hoe led an intriguing,
agpiring, and unprincipled career. Though his life had not been
free {from some adverse vicissitudes, his' talents and experience
gnined him wealth, and his services 10 the Government ab Murs-
hidabéd, and to that of the Company at Calentta, raised him to the
position of a very influential and conspicuous Personage in Bengal.
The title of Maharajab was conferred upon him by the Empevor
<hah Alim about 1764, Inappearance he has been described as tall
and majestic in person, robust, yet graceful. When the misfortune

whieh has Dumortalized his name Lefell hin he was nearly seventy
vears of sze

When 1he charge of forgery was lnid against Nuancoms on the
sty of May, 1775, Mo, dinstice Lernaisire happened to be the sitting
TNATESITALE | for the judges of the Sl_tprmuﬂ {‘aurt were then also
justices of the peacs for Caleutta, an ohjectionah.e arringement,
which snvolved the eventual trial of a prisoner ab the nslizes, by a
judge who had already come 10 & comelusion as to his guilt.,  Le-
majstre requested ihe assistance of Mr. Jusiiee Hyde, who attended
with him the whole day till ten &'clock atb night, ¢ when, 1o doubit
cemaining in the breast of either of ms upon the evidence on the

art of the Ciown,” a commitment was made,

The folluwing copy of their waprant will explain matters, and
will show that two of the judges who afterwards took a most pro-
minent pard in the irinl, thus eariy applied the statuie law which
made forgery in Ualenita not & Doisdemeanour, bul felony, and so

* 1 Liave retained tuls faulty spelling becauae the adoption and use of it by
the great ones of the past huve made it classic i—

great ones of the past wn¥® M- 0 T e word means the son ol Nanda
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far committed themselves to an ﬂpmmn pon whak '

appeared to be a duubiful, or at all events ‘rﬁrj' ATTR @Fkﬁt ﬁ.
law, o

** T the Sheriff of the Town of Cileutta and Factory af FOH W M 5%
- Bengal, and to the Keeper of His Majesty's prison at Cﬁcteﬁtl.

‘¢ Receive inte your custody the body of Maharajah Nu

herewith sent you, charged before us upon the oaths of Rohmm
Persaud, Cumal-uil-Dien Khan and uthera with feloniously ’
as true a false and counterfeit writing nbhgatory, knowing thi saute -
to be false and counterfeit, in ﬂrder to defraud the.executors of

Bolakes Doss, deceased : and him safely keep until he M h--
discharged by due course of law.

“8. C. Lmuﬂ:m*
‘““Jorx Hypr,

““Given under our hands and seals this sixth day of May in- tfh&
‘year of Our Lord 1776.”

It may be here explained that the bond or deed which thﬂ
accused. was charged with uttering, knowing it to be forged, pur-
ported to be the acknowledgment of a debt to him from a native
shroff, or banker, incurred several years before. The banker died
1R June, 1769, and when his affairs were being wound up some
few months afterwards, Nuncomar’s bond was, with the other
claims, settled by the executurs on its being paid, Nuncomaz cam
celled it (by tearing it dowmwards at the top for & cuupla of inclitly
and gamg a receipt in satisfaction of his claim. These doot neiie; S
others relating to the banker’s estate, found their way efter: » 2O SDI0
the Mayor's Court, presumably in its capacity as a court of SROPEss.
Other money also of the deceased banker came 1nto Nenstmarls
possession, but the amount of that in this bond alone wikntdily
70,000rs. ; if this was obtained by fraud, the crime wes oxné ofgrel
enormity, for it deprived the shroff’s family of balf thsir substeee
1t was the betrayal of a trust, too, which in all cmmttm eveh.

—_—— e . —aa—T L .

» Tha pamphlﬁt.eermg ship cnptam Jos Price whn lt thﬂ
served on the Grand Jury), has a curious :ltatament about mmm

one of his letters to Burke, viz., “ It ia very aingular that the jadge who som-
mitted the rajah was on but indifferent terma with Mr. Halﬁngla—no enmity
between the men themselves ; it was » Jady war, which sometimes will eugage
and draw aside the attention of the wisest of mankind. I mention this be-
oause it was confidently said that the justice acted in ebedience to the wishes
of the Governor.” en only one justice wos referred to, Lomaistre wans-
most kely to be the man. Couald it be that uwumnﬁmﬁﬁ. or-pomibly io-

mﬁdmtl 50, to the favourite, M, Im .Jﬂ and thereby aroused the dis-
pknmre in the celestial ‘mind ?
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most wicked men have been found reluciont to violate; for the dead
man had been his friend, and said to Nuncomar, who came to see him
in his last illness ;  Here are my wife and daughter : 1 recommend
them to your care, and I wish you to behave to them as you have
behaved to me* , |

" When the two Justices were about to go away, Mr. Jarreft, an
attorney, came in and requested to be heard on the part of the
prisoner. He represented that Nuncomar t“wag a person of very
high rank, of the caste of Brahmins,” and that he would be defiled
if placed in the common gacl. But it appeared there was no other
place o confine him in, and the Judges considered it 1mproper that
he should be sent to a private house.
"~ Under pressure they agreed to consult the Chief Justice, which
they proceeded o do at once at the Chief Justice’s housze. o

%o result of the conference was the following note to MI.

the Under-Sheriff :— - :

. “Oyen congultation with the Lord Chief Justice, we are all clearly
“ o epision that the Sheriff cught to confine his prisoner in the common
= S 8, . LEMAIRTRE."

‘The prisoner was committed on Saturday; on the Monday |
following he sent a verbal message to the Chief Justice through the
jatter’s moonshee, saying that he eould not eat, drink, or bathein ...
the place where he was confined without losing his caste, © The
Chief Justice sont back the messenger to learn from himsow he
might be accommodated, 1o which Nuncomar made answer: “Thal
the only accommodation consistent with his castc was, that he should

or should be admitted, and that he might be at liberty to wash onee
a day in the Ganges.” . |
On being told that such indulgences were impossible, he con-
tinned to abetain from food, and sent petition to Government
getting forth the danger he was in of losing his caste, owing o his
close confinement, although the jailer had given up two good rooms
in his own quarbers to him and his attendants, which were detached
from the rest of the prison. ﬁ
. At a meeting of the Council on 9th May, 1773, Greneral
. Clavering says:—*‘1 acquaint ihe Board that I received a letier
« from Mr. Joseph Fouke, who 13 just.come from visiting Maharajah

] L

. Nuncomar, acquainting me that it is the opinion of the people who

* Mr. Beveﬂdgé: « Nanda Kumar,” p. 31.
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are ahout him that they do not think he can live another day
without drink. He rays his tongue is much parched, but that his
spirit is firm. In the conversation that he had with the Rajah,
the Rajah told him, “ Don’t trouble yourself about me; the will of
Heaven must be complied with. I am innocent.” -

Qovernment directed the Sheriff to wait on the Chief Justice,
and represent to Lim the situation of the prisoner. ,

In answering this, Sir Elijah sent the opinions® of some pundtts
on this subject, who, having visited Nuncomar in confinement,
declared that Die could not perform his ablutions, nor eat where
Christians or Mahommedans inhabited ; but that, if he did so, he
might be absolved by penance (prauschit), Against these opinions
Nuncomar protested, and deswed that other pundits might be
consulted at Nuddea, who were of 2 higher caste and better informed.
This favour having beendenied him, he persisted in his resolution
of dying rather than defile himself.

« Translutions of the opiniuns of the four Pundits, K isgen, Jewnan Swrmah,
Bannisser Surmak, B i-sen Gopal Surmah, and Gouree Count Surmak, when
questioned by Impey, Chambers, and Lemaisire af Impey's house,

If a Brahmin is confined, washes, eats, and drinks in & house where a
Mussulman or others live, he must do the pemance known by the name
chundraeen, but as that species of penance lasta for ome month! and as the
men of this age have not strength for so long a penance, it has been altered, -
and inatead of performing chundracen the Brahmin must forfeit eight milch
cows and their calves ; but if it shonld eo happen that the Brahmin is poor
and unable to do this, he must pay thirty.-eight cawns and seven puns of
cowries? ; having paid the Brahming for the trouble the; will have in his
affair,’ and having paid for the serrand, or cleansing cake,” and fed a cow, the
Drahmin is purified.

The whove penance is for one day, snd the same penance must be performed
for every day he remains in confinement.

A Brahmin who is confined within four walls of » prison in which Mussul-
mans and others live, and is permitted to inhabit a house not under the same
roof with them, though within the walls, to perform his ablutions with water
of the Ganges, and to eat and drink of things. mixed with the water of that
river, and who washes with and drinks of the water of the Ganges, when he is
et at liberty will nut lose hiy caste.

Ezxplanation of the Pundils,

1 In ancient times, when men lived to the age of one thousand years, then
atrength was proportionately greater, and they could fast & month or more
withont endangering their lives, or without copsidering it & very severe
punishment.

2 The price of a milch cow, with its calf, is from three to four rupees, and
the value of the cowries is about eight rupees.

¥ Seldom amounts to above two rupees.

. T TR B (S i r g |
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On Wednesday, the 10th of May, the Chief Justice sent Dr. -
Murchison (fathér of the late Sir Roderick) to see him, who
doubted that he had been entirely without food since Saturday,
but reported that if he had been without sustenance for the time
" above mentioned, it was necessary he should fake some before the
- next morning. It wag after this report apparently, that, according to
the evidence of Matthew Yeandle, the jailer, the Chief Justice, on
thé night of the 10th, tried to get Lemaistre to consent to let the
yrisoner go outside the prison gate, but' Lemaistre would not give
is sanction. However, Yeandle was empowered by Impey (and by
Hyde, it is presumed, as he too was present when the jailer came
~ to the Chief Justice’s house) to grant the permission. It may be
~inferred, I think, from the jailer’s deposition on this subject, that
~this indulgence was only to be for once, and for the purpose
- of  teking the sustenance - suggested by Dr. Murchigon. On
¥eandlo's hastening back with the peérmissioh about 10 o’clock at
g4 4hs priscmer 4id aot than avail himsalf of it, but waited till
kit 10 g8d 12 o'clock ‘next forencon, when “ he walked to the -
- apteae airths sald prison without any assistance, and did nob
Appder’ anywiys exhausted, and had ‘recovered his speech and
Jlfied in the same tone of voice he usually did.” ~
' Fventually a tent was pitched for him on the top of an outhouse
within the prison walls. His counsel offen visited him in prison,
‘and believed “ his mind was perfectly at ease on that subject”
(accommodation). All his friends, too, had free access to him,
amongst whom were the witnesses who afterwards appeared in hisg
defence, He was also visited by the aide-de-camp and by the
secrefary to General Clavering, and by other Europeans (friends of
“ the majority ”)*, and messages of condolence were sent him by the
ladies of General Clavering’s household and by Lady Anne Menson.
At no period of his incarceration was he ironed. His food con- -
sisted of sweetmeats for the most part.
The Crimina! Sessions following the commitment of Nuncomar .
were opened on the 3rd of June, before the Chief Justice and the
three puisne judges. '
'Pending the erection of a new court-house, on the Esplanade
where its successor stands now, the sittings of the Supreme Court
were at first held in the old Mayor’s Court, on the site of the
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* In the preceding month, when Nuncomar and Mr. Fouke were charged by
* Haatings with conspiracy, and the judges had seen cause sufficient for holding
them to bail, the three now memb rs of Council paid Nuncomar the compli- -
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" present 5t. Andrew’s Church. This was a somiewhat spatdoni
building, but consisting only of a ground floor and oneé gtorey ; a
long room in the latter was used for the conducting of frials, and
also for the purposes usually served by public assembly rooms,
This structure was pulled down in 1792, |

There is no record of the cases which may have occupied tha

earlier days of the term: they were probably unimportant. The
King v. Nuncomar was called on the &ih of J une, |
The following gentlemen composed the jury —

John Robinson (foreman), | John Fergusoh.
Edward Scott . Arthur Adie.

Robert Macfarlin. John Collis,

Thomas Smish. Samuel Touchet.
Edward Ellerington, Edward Sutterthwaite.
Joseph Bernard Smith. Charles Weston,

From an observation which the Chief Justice made in his charge,
viz,, “You have been resident long in the country, some I see who
- were born here,” it may be inferred that af least two of the jury
were Eurasians, It is unlikely that there were more, because a
Native, owing perhaps to prejudice, would as a rule much prefer to

entrust his interests to the pure Furopean than to the Eurasian, -

and would have weeded out the latter clement in his challenge,
Mr. Weston was probably one of the gentlemen born in the country,

but his well-known character for benevolence the most eatholic,

would have overcome such prejudice. Joseph Smith was at the

time & “ junior merchant ” in the Civil Service. The prisoner had

the privilege of challenging twenty on the panel ; he exerted it in
thie cases of eighteen, reading their names out from g ‘paper in his
hand.  Amongst those directed to stand aside were Richard John-
son (also in the ivil Service), Bernard Messink—who afterwards
was cunnected with tha Indinn Quzette—and Tilly Kettle, the artist,

- Who soon after took the Chief Justice’s portrait, So far ag intel-
ligenee govs there ought to have been no lack of it in the class -

whence the petty jury was drawn. -

The name of thic counsel for the Crown was Mr. Durham, for the
defence Mr. Farrer (with him Mr. Brix). Farrer was the firat ad-
vocate admitted hy the Suprerne Court ; he had only arrived in India

in the previous October. He made such good use of his time that -

he retired in less than four years with £60,000 (0 says Price),
~ His'purse would have been still fafer perhaps but for his gam-
- bling experience. Francis alludes to Barwell as ¢ sitting up all night
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winning Farrer’s money.” Ho forwards sat in Parlisment for
 Wareham. The aliquid amart in s lot was that his health never
recovered the fatigue and anxiety of the Nuncomar trial. He was
a close ally of Francis ; this should be kept in mind should any
bias appear in his ovidence ab the impeachment of Impey. Francis
writes in his diary, ¢ Mareh, 1778, Farrer going o Fngland ; under-
stands my cause there heartily.” - -

After the jury had been sworn, afl objection was made by Farrer,
at the instigation of his client, to the gentleman who it was pro-
posed should interpret during the trial “as being connected with
persons whom the prisoner considered as his enemies.”
¥ This was Mr. Alexender Ylliot, ¢« gminently skilled in the Persian
and Hindustani languages,” an ‘ntimate friend both of the (Governor-
Genetal and of the Chief J nstice, and, strange to say, son of Sir
Grilbert Elliot; who took so leading a part in the House of Commons
‘on the motion for the impeachment of Impey thirteen years after-
watds.* He could scarcely have been twenty years of age ab thistime.
" Obdef Justice.~The principal interpreter of the Court is absent.
Phe gentlemen of the jury have heard the jnterpretation of the
aaaistant interpreters on other occasions. Do you, geutlemen, think
we shall be able to go through this cause with the assistance of
those interpreters only !

Juiy.— We are sure We shall not be able,

Chiof Justice—It 18 a cruel inginuation against the character of
Mr. Lot

{Here Mr. Elliot begged he might decline interpreting. |

Chief Justice.— Ve mush insist upon it that you interpret. Y oU
<hould be above giving way to the imputaticu. Your skill in the
languages and your candour will show how little ground there 18 ior it

Counsel.—1 hope Mr. Eiliot doesn’t think the objection camie
from me ; 1f was suggested to me. |

 Chief Justice.—~Who suggested 1t}
Counsel.—1 am not authorized to name the PErsorn.

y
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* ‘Young Elliot died early in India (1778). Hastings was much attached to
him, and wrete some vorses to his memory in imitation of Horace. Sir Gilbert,
in writing to his wife { Webruary, 1783) of Hastings at his impesachment, says,
« T never saw Heatings till to-day, anl had mob formed anything like a just
:dea of him. I never saw & mOIo niserable-looking creature, but indeed be
1aa 80 much the appearance of bad health, that ¥ o not suppose he resembles
oven himself, Ko Jooks as if he cpuld not live a wook. I always feel uncom-
fortable in the reflection of his cor.nections with Alick, and I cannot say I was
e site o the ides of sceing him to-day.”
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The jury then, as well as the prisoner’s counsel, begged that Mr.
Liliot would act as interpreter. B

When the prisoner was ordered to the bar to be arraigned, Farrer
asked that Lie should not be put into the dock, but be allowed &
place near his Counsel ; nor that he should be obliged to hold up
his hand, but be allowed to identify himself by declaring that he
was the person arraigned.  Doth requests were refused. -

He was arraigned and the indictment read. Then followed a deal
of technical skirmishing where various legal points were raised and
disposed of. The most important of these was a plea to the juris-
diction of the Court which was read. The Chief Justice gave a
decided opinion against it, and was concurred with by Hyde and
Temaistre. Whether Justice Chambers said anything or not, M.
Farrer (whose evidence before the impeachment commitiee is the
authority) could not rernember.  This plea, however, was withdrawn
for technical reasons, © more especially as the Coutt had so strongly
intimated an opinion that if not withdrawn, but left to be formally
deeided against as upon a record, that in that case the defendant
wonld Le precluded from pleading -over not guilty to the indict-
wment,” -

Mr. Justice Chambers then called for the indictment ; and after
reading it said he had great doubts whether or not it was well luid,
being for a capital fclony on the 2nd Georgs IL. ; that he conceived
that act was particularly adapted to the local policy of Fngland ior
comnercial and other reasons ; “that he thought the same reasons
did not apply to the then state of Bengal” (sic. Calcutta?); ¢ thet
it would be sufficient, and as far as the Court ought to go, to con-
‘sider Bengal in its then state, as upon the same footing that Eng-
land had been between the statute of 5th Elizabeth and that of
2nd George 117 : | |

“ He therefore proposed from the Bench that that indictment
should be quashed and that the prosecutor might be at liberty to
prefer & new one.” The Chief Justice and the other two judges -
were, however, of a contrary opinion, and considered that the trial
ought to proceed.® o

- —

* Tmpey at the bar of the House of Commons ssid that Chambers made
this proposition more in favorem vite than from any sound reason in law 3 and
added that he then understood that Chambers was convinoed he was wrong by
Tmpey's siguments ; * he Aost vertainly acquiesoed ; I never understood him
. to have been overrnled, and his subsequent nonduet, #f any doubt could be en-
tertained, proves most manifestly that he wis not.” Nevertheless, Chambers’
" openn expression of opinion about the indictment moade this stromg impression
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This interposition of one of the Judges anticipated a similar
objection to the indictment which the defendant’s advocates were
preparcd to make, and they thought it prudent to let it rest on the
grounds which had been stated. |

After some further sparring the prisoner was called on peremp-
torily to plead—‘ Mr. Justice Lemaisire adding, to the best of my
recollection, nnder the pain of being considered as standing mute,”
—i.e., under the pain of being convicted. He accordingly pleaded
not guilty in due form. On the plea of not guilty heing recorded,
the prisoner was asked by whom he would be tried, to which he
answered, “ by God and his peers.” '

The Clourt asked whom the Rajah considered as his peers? His
counse! said he must leave that to the Court. |

Chief Justice: A peer of Ireland tried in England wounld be
tried by a common jury. The Charter directs that in all criminal

- prosecutions the prisoner should be tried by the inhabitants of the
~ town of Calcutta being British subjects.” The issue which the
~ Court had to try was whether the jewels-bond* was genuine or not:

—

on the prisoner's Counsel : I thought at the time, and evep until within a few
days of the prisoner’s execution, that this was a certain greaaga of his life being
safe, let the event of the verdict be what it might, and such my opinion I re-
peatedly communicated both to the prisoner and to his friends, a8 well as to
Mr. Monson, General Clavering, &c., 0" He also advised Nuwcomar to
arrange for sending & person to K ngland * in case the verdict should be agaiust
him.” There is a good deal in Farrer's evidence which suggests that he had
no great contidence in his client’s case.

* Some readers may be curious to see the wording of this document ; it waa
written in Persian ; the following trauslation may perhaps make more clear
what has already been said about it, viz,:—

# 1 who am Bolaukee Doss.
‘“ Ag a pearl necklace, n twisted kulgah, a twisted serpache (i.e, turban
osnaments) and four rings, two of which were of rubiea and two of diamonds,
were deposited by Rogonaut-Roy Geco on account of Maharajah Nundoconar
Babadur, in the month of Agear in the Bengal year 1165 (1758) with me in
iy honse atb Moorshedabad, that the same might be sold ; at the time of the
Jefeat of the army of the Nabob Meer Mahomed Cossim Cawn, the money and
offecta of the house together with the aforesaid jew: la were plundered and
carried away. In the year 1172 Dengal style (1765) when I arrived in Cal-
cutta, the sforesaid Mabarajah demanded the befure-mentioned deposit of
jewels. I could not produce the deposit when demanded, and on sccount of
the bad state of my affairs was unable to pay the value thereof, T therefore
promise and give it in writing that when I shall receive back the sum of two
lakhs of rupees and a little above, which is in the Company’s cash at Dacca,
according to the method of reckoniug of the Company, 1 bave agreed and
gottled, that the sum of forty.eigat thousaud and twenty-one sices rupees ia
the principal of the amount of the eaid deposit of jewels which is justly due
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its publication was not denied : if forged thers could b& m ﬂ’ﬂ%

that the prisoner knew 1t fo be so,

The evidence on the part of the Crown purponted to Bth
Bolaukee Doss not only did not execute the bond, bué never:owe

the money, that its statements were all false and its etteetaum

all fergerlee &e., &e, .
The evidence for the defence, on the other band, mamta.merl thet

r!—

the whole business was genuine, and witnesses were produced who'
saw the deed executed, and who gave a detailed eeeeunt of the -

transaction from their own personal knowledge, &ec., &c. Al these
allegations involved a display of eentredietory eweenng which mhat-

have been startling to those' whose experience had hitherto- Beeﬁ.'

Iimited to Western Ceurte of Law.

Were the Nuncomar case to be committed fer tnal before the "

High Court of Calcutta to-day, with all its facilities for enquiry,
derived from the accwimmulated experience of an additional century
of native litigation, the investigation would probably be considered
an intricate one. It is no disparageinent thercfore to the Supreme
Court to surmise what up-hill work it must have proved to the
Judges of 1775, who had been but a few months in the country and
wore unfamiliar with the eustoms and habits of thought and dealing

of the people. To instance the accounts alone, which formed. 80

prominent a feature in the case ; how complicated and perplexing
these must have seemed, as well ag the strange deeum'_’-:'
“ ¢xhibits ” which, like the accounts, were in divers languagesy W%
which, with every word of the evidence, had to be filte “ e
| umleretanding drop by drop through an interpreter

An unusual dleedventege tee et which the first j

by me, and over and sbove that a premiam nf four annas npds ¥
Upon the payment of the aforesaid sum from the Comr feri iy
that sum without excuee and evasion to the said Mabarsh
above reasons given these words in the form of a bond m .
when it is necessary it may be carrisd into exeovtion. -: 3 -_;'_;-:.;
- “Writler on the seventh day of the menth ma h 0 INagT i
1172 {20th Auguss, 1765). | oo TR S
*1t is witnessed—
“ManAB Rov. |
# Bemueucr, the Vakeel of Seat-
Bolaukee Down. -
m:noo-bonnen MAROMED, "’
Copied from Mr.
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was no member of the tribunal of longer or of local experience, who
could show a friendly light to his brother ; each had to cautiously
grope his way. And this difficulty was intensified when i1t became
manifest to them, as it soon did, that the counsel for the Crown
was a broken reed to lean on, for Mr. Durham (in spite of his pre-
nomen being Hercules) was unequal to the labour of the prosecu-
tion, especially that of cross-exariination. Accordingly, the judges
(Chambers excepted) took this duty on themselves, and carried it
out in prodigious detail, recalling witnesses cver and over again,
Added to all this, there must have been very present to them the
consciousness that, they were conducting this capital trial under the
eyes, it may be said, of a critical and hostile andience, in the shape
of the prisoner’s-influential supporters in the Government, and that
all the patience and temper which they could command were
needed.

Readers in India will be able to appreciate the remark that the
physical surroundings were not over favourable fo a command of
tha judicial virtues which it was so desirable to have in hand.

o ‘fllw-trial commenced on the 8th of Junse, and went on for eight
days, the intervening Sunday included. The Court, as was then
the rule, made no adjournment, but one of the judges, at leass,
always remained in the Court, or in a room adjoining and open to
it. 'The jury retirel to another adjoining-room (under charge of
the Sheriff’s officers) to take refreshment or sleep.
" The Court sat each day from eight in the morning till late at
night. The verdict was not given till four o’clock in. the morning
of the 16tk. - -

On each of those days the temperature at that season of the
year, in that crowded room, must have stood for several hours
“between 92° and 98° Fahr. The thirst produced by such heab

had (while on the bench, at all events) to be endured ; or, a8 a
perilous alternative, to be assuaged by ‘a bumnper of tepid water %::am
the common tank in ¢ Lall Diggee,” whose reputation was by no
means unstained. Ice, there was none ; in those hercic times people
had to pant through the hot days and hotter nights without it ; or,
worse still, without swinging punkas. Possibly standing behind
the judges’ chairs were a bearer or two lazily waving fans of pea-

-——— n

was in the cases that may bave come before them during this or possibly »
proceding session. There was a formal assize openzd at the end of ths previous

. year, but Farrer said no business was done. It wouid probably be correg to
say that Nuncomar’s case was the first important criminal one which came

balfeze thiz Bench or any member of it for decision. .
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cocks’ feathers, partly with the object of con tributing to mmpmmg
ceremonial ; but the comfort derivable from this must hdve been

very equivocal. In fact, the judges arrayed in their red robes and
heavy wigs (rather than abandon which, in those hrave old days,
they would have undergone dissolution) must have been in 8 most
distressing condition, from their heads to their trickling fingers,
None but those who have had the privilege of living inside the -
Calcutta ditch during the wouth of June, can feelingly understand,
what an awful experience this prolonged trial must have been to
all engaged in it at such a time, i.e,, the heavy sultry week just
before the rains. It is suggestive that the ome memory of the
Nuncomar trial, which Calcatta tradition has not let die, is that
of the four judges solemnly refiring “three or four times daily to
change their linen.” | o

On the second day, counsel for the prisoner informed the Court
that the Maharajah had been taken ill in the night, which rendered
him incapable of taking his trial. The Coutt desired Drs. Anderson
and Williams to examine the prisoner, which they did, and reported
that he had now “ neither flux nor fever, and was very capable of
taking his trial.” |

‘When the case for the defence had been going on for some $imne
a curious circumstance occurred, owing to the severe cross-
examination o which the prisoner’s witnesses were submitied by
the judges. |

Nuncomar begged permission to be allowed to leave the dock
and speak in private with his counsel. Accordingly he and Farrer -
retired to the end of the Court-room. Neither could understand
the language of the other, so an interpreter had to be made use of.
The old man warmly thanked his advocate for the pains he bhad
taken to save him, and said he was convinced fhat his exertions
would be fruitless, as the Court were decidedly his enemies. He
grounded his belief of this, on the difference beftween the tzgatment
shown by them to his witnesses and to those for the prosecution.
He concluded with an expression of his intention to give no further -
trouble, but subinit at once to his fate. Farrer strongly dissuaded
him from those ideas, and assured him that the Court would do
Lim justice; but as the treatment he spoke of made such an
impression. on him, that he (Farrer) would seek a means of com-
municating his apprehension to the judges, and would tell him with
what result later on. | | ,
 Tmmediately after his own dinner that day, Farrer, with much
reluctance, sought an interview with the Judges in the room where
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they were dining, and with their permission told them what had
passed. between him and his client. The Judges explained why
they thought this oxamination necessary (i.e., the inefficiency of
the Crown prosecutor to cross-examine the witnesses for the
defence, ag sufficiently as Farrer had cross-examined those for the
prosecution). Mr, Justice Chambers said nothing before the other
Judges, but when he and Farrer were alone, he told him that his
communication gave him great uneasiness; and he particularly
Jesired the advocate to tell the prisoner from him, that every qucs-
tion he should put to his witnesses would be as much in support of
them as against theny,* and that he would put as few as possible.
Farrer conveyed this message, and tried to relieve his client’s mind
ag well ag he could.

Qo tie wearisome trial plodded on for four or five days more.
The cross-examination by the Judges was longer and more rigid
than ever—Lemaistre and Hyce taking a more conspicuous part 1n
it than the Chief Justice. B

At length, about midnight of Thursday, the 15th, the counsel
for the defemce closed his evidence. Then an incident occurred
pregnant with warning 1o all prisoners and captives who may
venture to take in hand such a double-cdged tool as “evidence.”
The Courb were informed that Nuncomar had something to say.
He desired that one of his own witnesses should be re-called and
questioned as to a ¢ karar-nama ” (s written statement of account) ;
with what result we shall see. |

When he had closed his case, Farrer, utterly exhausted, guitted
the court and went home to bed, and the Chief Justice began his
summing up in the eatly morning of the 16th.

"One can fancy the scene now arrived at in that muggy, oul-
lighted ecourt-room.  Ths motley standing crowd, the outside
portion of if, unable to hear, let alone to follow, the drama going
on, many of them no doubt more than half-asleep, till roused by
Ha vague intelligence that the denouement was coming ; but

ep or awake determined to await, with the patience of the
Hindoo, the fall of the curtain.

By an exceedingly hard ruie then in force, counsel for a prisoner

— e

* 1§ Chambers’ mesaage to tha prisoner can be understood as at all implying
that the other Judges did nel observe this even-handed eonduct in their cross-
okamination, it would be impossible to witbhold sympathy from Nuncomar's
expressed apprehensions to bis counsel. But Farrer nowhere challenges the
iairness of the judges’ questions. -
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charged with felony could mnot address the jury.* The Court,
liowever, allowed the prisoner’s counsel to hand up any peints or
observations which they desired to make, and undertock to read
them to the jury, This concession, such as it was, the counsel
availed themsclves ¢f.  They were also told by the Bench that if
Nuncomar desired to urge anything in his own defence it would be
1aberpreted.  But he suid nothing, *

Very different opirions have been expressed about the Chief
Justice’s sumrming up. In the article of impeachment azainst
Impey, drawn up thirteen years afterwards, it is described as
characterised by ¢ yross and scandalous partiality.” It seems to
have displeased some. by what is not in it, as much as by what is
in it. It would be inconsistent with the ohject of this sketch of the
trial to give the charge here, but readers may form some idea of the
inipression likely to be made on the jury by this the concluding
portion of it. ‘ :

“ Theve is certainly a great improbability that a man of Maharajah
Nuncomar's rank and fortunet should be guilty of so mean an offence
for so mnall a snum of money. It is more improbable, as he 1s proved
to have patronised and behaved with great kindness to Ballakey Doss
in his lifetime, that he should immediately after his decease plunder
the widow and relations of hig friend. There does iikewise appear to
have been a snit in the Adalat, which must have been a civil agit ; but
it does not indeed appear that Mohun Persaud was a party ;:and, in-
deed, for what reason I know not, neither side thought fit #5 produce
the proceedings, - AR

‘1 have made such observations on the evidence as the bulk of it,

—1 mar - -

* Sir J. Stephen condemns the essential badness of this rule, and says it
was 8 pity the Court did not hold that it did not apply to India. Allowance
must be made, however, he adds, for the influence of technical rules over pro-
fesmional wen. KEven the small relaxation allowed was a point strained in the
prironer’s favour. This detestable rule lasted long enough into the present cen-
tury (1857} to be denounced by Sydney Swith in these scathing worde: *“ When
the prisoner says to the judge that * he leaves his defence to his counmel ;' we
have often blushed for Englishk humanity to hear the reply, ‘¥odur counsel
cannot speak for you ; you must speak for yourself.’ .And ghis is the reply
given to a poor girl of eighteen, to a foreigner, to a deaf man, to & stammerer,
to the rick, to the feeble, tu the old, to the most abject and ignorant of human
beings. It is a reply, we must say, at whizh common sense and common
fealing revolts, for it is full of brutal cruelty, of base inattention of those who
make laws, to the happiness of those for whom Iaws were made. We wonder that
any jurymsz can convict under such a shocking violation of all natural justice.’’

i The Mahommedan contemporary histerian ohronicles s report” -that
Nuficoinar’s estate amounted to fifty-two lakas in money, and as much more

" in other property.

ak
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and the few ninutes J had to recollect myself, would allow me to make.
vou will consider the whole with that candour, imnpartiality, and
Attontion which have been so visible In every one of vou during the
many days you have sat on this cause. Yuu will consider on which
side the weight of evidence ltes; alwavs remembering that, in eriinal,
and more especially in capiial cases, you must not weigh the cvidence
i golden scales ; there ought o be a great difference of wejzht 1n the
opposite scale before you finnd the prisoner guilty. In cases of pro-
serty the sfake on eacli side i egual, and the least preponderance of
~vidence ought fo turn the seale ; but in & capit.! ~ase, a8 there can
be nothing of equal value to life, yon shoutit be thoroughly convinced
that there does not remain a possibility ol mnocence before you give
your verdict against the prisoner.

¢« The nature of the defence is such that if 1t s not believed 1t mnst
prove fatai to the party, for if you do pot believe 1t you determing
ihat it is supported by perjury, and that of an aggravated kind, as 1%
atternpts to fix perjury and subornation of perjury on the prosecutor
and his witnesses.

¢ You will again and again consider the character of the prosecutor
and his witnosses,—the distance of the prosecution from the tume the
offance is supposed to be commitied,—the proof and nature of che
confessions said to be made by the prisoner,—his rank and fortune.
These are all reasons to prevent you giving a hasty and precipifate
holief to the charge brought against him ; but if you believe the facts
sworn against him to be true, they cannot alter the nature of the facts
themselves,  Your sense of justiceaud vour own feelings will not allow
vou to comvict the prisoner unless your consciences are fully satishiud
beyond all doubt of his zuilt. If they are not, you will bring in that
verdict which, from the dictates of Liumanity, you will be inclined to
sive. But, should your consciences be thoroughly convinced of his
being guilty, no eousideration, [ am sure, will prevail on you not to
give a verdict according to your oaths.”

At four o’clock the same morning Jarrett, the prisoner’s ultorney,
went to Farrer's bedside and woke himn up, to tell him that the
jury had just brought in & verdict of gaity. And when the beaten
advocate dragged himself out of bed some hours later in the
motrning, he found on his table this n.te from his junior :-—

<t Pear Sir,—It is with infinite concorn I cemmunicate to you what
you 1mayjprobably have already heard from Messrs. Jarrett and Fox-
croft, that the Rajah hath not ualy heen found guilty, but Mr. Durham,
»n behalf of the prosecutor, hath undertaken to prosecute Mir Asad
Ali, Sheikh Yar Mahomed, and Kissen Juan Dass, for perjury at the
hstance of the Court. How unlucky is the Rajah 10 have brought
this misfortune upon himseif by desiring the last examinatiop of Juap
Dags, which hath overset all the weight +f his former evidence. Sir

Elijah, in summing up the evidence, observed that having proved from
the first moment of his ¢xamination iill the time the evidence was
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closed a fair and candid witness, he would have directed the jury to
find him not guilty, as he Inoked upon the existence of the corornama

clearly proved by him till the moment he prevaricated in his examina-
tion after the evidence was closed. I enclose the notes you gave Sir
Elijah, of which, ag well 2s of mine, he made use ; after ﬁaﬂng taken
acme rest, which. Iam much in want of, not having slept more than
twe bours since three o’clock yesterday morning, T will wait on you to
consult what steps are necessary to be taken, in which I will with
pleasure wlford you every assistance in my power, as I really pity the
old man’s case.
‘1 am, dear Bir, very truly yours,

“¥riday morning. | “C. F, Brix.”

The advocates in the next few days devised every scheme they
could thuuk of, which offered a chance of saving the prisoner's life.
These, in the fivst instance, ook the form of applications to the
Court on technieal grounds.

A week alter the verdict a motion In arrest of judgment was
made by [Farrer, ‘“though still being very ill,” before the full
Bench. IEach Judge gave his opinion against the arguments put
forward. Chambers spoke last; the conclusion of the mote of
what he said, taken down by Farrer, roading thus : “That was he
alone to pass sentence, doubts would still remain in his 1nind as to
the indictments () eapital.”* TFarrer's next note on this day’s

- rmA aEsrama o — . —m_a

* Copind from Farrer's evidence in Beveridge's “ Nanda Kumar” : the
hiatus is provoking. It is but fair to mention that Farrer's memory is not
supportad by what Impey himself said in Farrer's prescnce at the bar of the -
Commons. * He (Chambers) not only aat through the whole trial, but
coneurred in over-ruling every objection in arrest of judgment, assented to the
summivg-up of the evidence, was present and concurred in the sentence.”
Then he read a letter which al' the judges had signed aseerting their
unanimity, * Whatever representation may be made $o the contrary.” On
the day of the exucution Jistice Chambers officiously wrote to Impey, advising
that thz “malefactor’s’ goods abou!d be acized by the sheriff; this *ought
not, I think, be dulayed a minute.” Home years aiterwardes he judicially
" held that the statnte nnder which Nuncomar was cenvicted did not apply to
Calcutta. If Lie was belizved to have really concurred in the sentemce on
Nuncomar, ihe hardihood aud indecency of Franciz in writing ae follows to
him, twelve years aiter, were astounding : ¥ Impey’s going to Lncknow to
take those depositions is the blackest and tasest transaction, except one, that
hae vet dishonoured the British administration in India” The  except one”™
can unly refer to the Nuncomar irial-—and this up to the face of the judge who
wrots that be concurred in it all 1! * Limber ” and “ Sir Viner Pliant ” were
the appropviste nicknames under which this weak-kneed judge went in vulgar
Caloniin. Bome very inditfereni lines by Mrs. Thrale on Chsmbers’ portrait
{by Reynolda) at Streatham have this suggest*ve beginning :—

“In this luminous portrait requiring no shade
Hee Chambera’ soft character sweetly displayed,” &e.

b |
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proceeding is, * Sentence per Chief Justice—a definitive centence
- —must not expect mercy—death.” |

In those days the warrant for execution was a copy of the
calendar {or list of cases tried at the assize) signed by the Judges
.nd handed to the sheriff.- The calendar, in this instance, does
not appear to have been signed “before the 24th July. The Court
appointed no time for the execution ; this was left to the discretion
of the sheriff. Saturday, the 5th of August, was the date fixed on.
Then various petitions for respite to admit of an appeal to the
clemency of the King in England were proposed ; these were to be
from several sources. Some, though prepared, fell to the ground ;
arcongst these was one which was to have reached the Judges
through the Council ; this died at its birth, owing to Clavering and
Monson declining to have anything to do with it, though Francis
approved of the measure. Some did reach the Judges, and included
one from the condemned man himself; onie from some of the native
inhabitanta ; and one from the Nawab of Bengal. All were unsuc-
gessful, - No movement in the prisoner’s favour was made by the
“European commanity. * |
~ An incident connected with the getting up of one petition 18
worth recalling.

On a former oceasion, In 1765, a nalive named Radachurn
. Mittre had been tried in Caleutta for forgery under the statute
made applicable to Nuncomar's case, and sentenced 0 death, and
teopdernd inin the condemned hole.,” A petition was sent in to
Governor Spencer from the native community of Caleuita, asking
cither a reversal of the suntence, 0T 4 respite pending an application
o the throne.

The petition pointed oud, amongst otler reasons for this, that
the jury had recommended the prisoner L0 Inercy. The prayer
was granted, and Radachum Mitive got a free pardon from the
King.

Farrer now prepared a pesbioi t0 the Judges for the signature of
the jury, praying for a stay of execution and o recommendation to
the sovercign for mercy, pleading * the very advanced aze of the
nnfortunate criminal,” &e.,, & This he sent to the foreman of
the jury on the last Qay of July* That individual returned a

it ——— — — et —— [ — - . mm e s m mmm e oW = —_ -

» On this same day, 3lst JInly, Nuncowar wrote a letter to Francls im-
ploring big inferposition in his behalf. 1t 18 signed ¢ Nundeoomar,” and 18
- rarked in Francis' jetter.-book & translate from the Bengal original.” The -
upgrammatical Foglish of the translation seems to make the appesl all
the more piteous, One sentence, which has & Scriptural tone, is, " 1 410 DOW
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pompous platitude about ““a British juryman’s oath,” whmh had no
connection whatever with what he was asked to do. [Fatrer
explained the position to him in a clear, manly note, adding
‘‘ suffice it for me, in compliance with the earnest solicitation of an
unhappy victim, to have acquitted myself to my own feelings in
having made the application ; you will judge and act for yourse |
The rejoinder that the juryman (his name was John Robinson--it
is difficult to allude to him with becoming fnrbearanca) made to
this, was an hysterical whine about his ‘ conscience ” and -his
“tender feelings,” which were ¢ very much hurt,” &e., &c. Into
bis note he drags ‘¢ the veneration I have for the Bench of Judges,”
and then sends the correspondence up to the Chief Justice. This
he effected through a Mr. Belli, who, in a covering note, rcmarks
that ¢ the word victim in Mx, Farrer’s address is very remarkable.
This business gives Mr. Robinson much uneasiness, and he hopes
Sir Elijash will permit him {0 make a complaint to him if Mr.
Farrer persists in his solicitations,”

When Farrer next appeared in court, the Chief Justice ad-
ministered to him a severe reprimand, and told him his eenduet
was derogatory to his professional character; that no advocate in
England, who had a proper regard for the dignity of the Court,
would have so acted. Juries must be protected from improper
application to them. What did he mean by unhappy victim$”

Farrer gave the respectful explanation, which, it ia to ha haped,
would have satisfied most judges, ‘“Dbut the Chief J hios still
seemed to dwell on the expression ‘unhappy vietim’”; bub M.
Justice Chambers, I think, interposing, the m.att«al.‘ ended there.”

Eventually this frustrated petition found its way back to the
hands that drew it up. One man alone out of the twelva “drew
near the nature of the gods in being merciful,” and eame o
Farrey’s house, though he did not know him, and signed it there.
Amongst the Parlmmentary papers connected 'with the Nuncomar

caso the petition may be seen in print ; at the foot of 11; 8 the name
¢¢ Fdward Ellerington,”#

—E

thinking that I hava but & short time to live, for l.mong the Engljah gentry,
Armmum, Moores, and Gentoos, few there is who is not agamat me, but

thoes that are not for me is cnntmua.l]y devieing all the mischief thauy cAn
ine against me.” ‘

" I heliavﬂ it was in Mr. Beveridge's article on Warren Huastings in the
* Calcutta Réview, some years ago, that I firet read about this proposed petition
. tm the jury. Ever since, whenever I br'ypened to ba turaing over old

OF naws in Calcutta, X kept a look-out for this honourabls name,
h:ﬂn ho'po of g some clue a8 to who or what its owner was, but I never
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Wlile these petitions were getting but few signatures, and no
succoss, there was o canvass made for signatures {0 representations
of another kind, which was highly successful, viz,, addresses
expreseive of confidence and satisfaction were tendered to the Chief
Justice and to the Supreme Couré by various gections of the com-
munpity. One of these (presented to the Chiel Justice himself) is
from ¢ the free merchants, free mariners, and other inhabitants.”
The little adjective is singularly inappropriate in this respect, that
the address is remarkable for its servility. It can find no more
suitable ground for praise and thanksgiving, than. the pains he
« bestowed, during the late trial, in patiently investigating the
evidence.” It extols him, too, for *repressing the spirib of
litigiousness, and the chicanery, and quirks of practitioners.” At
the head of the names of the eighty-four inflated persons who signed
{his imprudent panegyric, stand those of Playdell, the Superintendent
of Police, and Robinson, the foreman of the jury. The Grand
Jury paid similar homage ; s0 did forty-three Armenians. Nor were
the natives (Hindoos of good position, $00) behindhand with their
meed of honeyed praise ; in an address with a hundred signatures
~ they asked the Court to helieve that * confidence and oy sprang
up in our hearts, and we are thoroughly convinced that the country
will prosper, the bad be punished and the good be cherished.” If
would have been more decent if these representative bodies had
repressed their overflowing gratitude, if only for a few days. The
Chief Justice, however, complacently received and replied to all,
and gratified the free” admirers by consenting %0 sit for his
portrait for the town-hall, - |

While these dramatis persone were thus bandying compliments
the Hamlet of the play was lying in jail awaiting his execution.

Where was Nuncomar hanged? If there were an indisputable
foundation of fact for Macaulay’s account of the profound venera-
tion manifested for the prisoner's hereditary and religious dignities
(apart from that attaching to his great wealth and former influential
. position), one might suppose that, among a people so eminently

p—
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sucoeeded, Omoe 1 met with an anpouncement that the * house of the late
Edward Ellerington ** was to be sold. (1780). I could find no local record of
his death. Whoever he wag, he wore © pobility’s true badge.”

" % Farrer told a committee of the Houge of Commons (1781) that he
believed several of the addresses presented by the natives were ‘‘ tae sffects of
fnfluence and fear.” Thia is sor swhat obscare : fear of whom 1 Prosumably
‘of the judges, whom the natives therefore thought it prudent & conciliate
beforehand with bypooritical adulation. | | -
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conservative as the Hindocs, some trustworthy information ~would
be forthcoming as to the exact locality where so deplorable a shock
to their religious feelings was inflicted. Ons might reasonably fancy
that the terrible story would have been handed down between the
ihree or four intervening generations so faithfully, that evenr the
very spot could be pointed out where the life of him who was
«the head of their race and religion,” who “had inherited the
purest and highest caste,” had been so degradingly taken. Vet it
is far otherwise. Frequent enquiries in Calcutta, amongst natives
of every creed and condition, reluctantly led me to thé conclusion
that there does not exist in native Calemfta to-day, any tangible
tradition as to the identity of the place where this * Brahmin of
the Prahmins ” was put to death. ~

Certain circumstances, however, which are beyord dispute,
render it all. but certain that the place assigned to the execufion
by the Rev. J. Long in an old number of the Calcutta Review 18
correct—viz., in “ Cooly Bazaar, close to Hastings' Bridge-—a plat-
form being erected for the purpese.” Ina Calcutta newspaper of |
1793 it is incidentally mentioned that © near the Cooly Bazaar”
was the usual place of execution. It is in evidence, too, that the
execution of Nuncomar was visible from the ramparts of the New
Fort. Captain Price, who was in Calcutia &t the time, says that it
wag to the Coundy jail that Nuncomar was committed, so referred o,
I suppose, a8 being outside the ditch. Lhe jail in question would - .
be that on the site of the present Calcutta jail, and so in the direc-
tion of Cooly Bazaar. e

The following is the account of the execution written. by
Alexander Macrabie, the sheriff, whose distasteful duty it was to see

" 1} carmed out:—

« H parinethat some persons had supposed Maharajah Nuncomar would
make an address to the people at his execution, 1 have committed to
writing the following minutes of what passed both on that oocasion,
and rlso upon my paying him a visit in prison the preceding evemng, :
while both are fresh in my remembrance.

¢ Friday evening, the 4th of August. Upon my entering his apart-
ments in the jail, he arose and saluted me in his Usuak-aganner.
Afjer we were both,zeated, he spoke with great ease and su dseming
anoconcern that I really doubted whether he was pengible of his

. app! ing fate. 1 therefore bid the interpreter inform him that I
. was come to show hifm this last mark of respect, and to assure him that
- gvery asttention should be given the next morping which could afford

" %ism comfort on so melancholy an occasion ; that I was deoply con-
. séyned that the duties of my office made me of necessity a parby in it,
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but that I would attend to the last to mee that every degire that he ha-
should be gratified ; that his own palanquin and his own servants
“hould attend him ; and that such of his fricnds who, I understood,
were to be present should be protected.
¢¢ He roplied that he was obliged to me for this visit ; that he thanked
mae for all my favours, and entreated me to continne it to his family ;
that fate was not to be resisted, and put his finger to his forehead—
¢ Crod’s will’ must bo done. He desired that I would present his re-
pects and compliments to the General, Colonel Monsoon and Mr.
Francis, and pray for their protection of Rajah Gourdass ; that they
would please to look upon him now 2s the head of the Brahmins, His
composure was wonderful; not a sigh escaped him ; nor the smallest
alteration of voice or countenance, though I understood he had not
many hours before taken a solemn leave of his son-in-law, Roy Radicum.
I found myself so much second to him in firmness, that I could stay no
longer. Going downslairs, the jailer informed me that, since the depar-
tyre of his friends, heshad been writing notes and looking at accounts
i his usual way. I began now to apprehend that he had taken his resolu-
tion and fully expected that he would be found dead in the morning;
- ik on: Baturday, the Bth, at seven, I was informed that everything
_.-wis in readiness at the ’Fﬁl for the execution. I came here about half
an hour past seven. e howlings and lamentations of the poor
wretehed. people who were taking their last leave of bim are not to be
deseribed. L have hardly recovered the first shock while I write this -
ahout three hours afterwards. As soon as he heard 1 was arrived he
came down into the yard and joined me in the jailer’s apartment.
¢¢There was no lingering about him, no affected delay. He came
cheerfully into the room, marde the nsual salaam, but would not sit
£311 T took a chair near him,  Seeing somebody look at a watch, he got
up and said he was ready, and immediately turning to three Brahmins
who were to attend and take care of his body, he smbraced them all
closely, but without the least mark of melancholy or depression on his
part, while they were in agonies of grief and despair, I then looked
at my own waich, told him the hour [ had mentioned was not arrived,
that it wanted above a quarter of eight, but that 1 should wait his own
time, and that I would not rise from my seat without a motion from
him. Upon its being recommended to hima that at the place of
exacution he would give some signal when he had done with the world,
he said he wonld speak. We sat about an hour longer, during which
he nddressed himself more than once to me; mentioned Rajah |
Gourdass, the General, Colonel Monson, Mr. Francis, but without
any seeming anxiety; the rest of the time 1 believe he passed in prayer,
his lips and tongue moving and his beads hanging upon his hand. He
+hont looked to me and arose, spoke to some of the servants of the jail,
telling them that anyihing be might have omitted Rajah Gourdass
wonld take care of, then walked cheerfully to the gate and seated
himself in his palanquin, looking around him with perfect unconcern.
As the Deputy Sheriff and I followed, we could make no observation
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upon his deportment till we all arrived at the place of execution. The
crowd there was very great, but not the least appearanece of a riof. .
The Rajah sat in his palanquin upon the bearers’ shoulders and Ipoked
around at first with some attention. 1 did not observe the smmallest
decomposure in his countenance or manner at the sight of the gallows
or any of the ceremonies passing about it. He asked for the Brahmins
who were not come, and showed some earnestness as if he apprehended
the execuiinn might take place befure their arrival, f took that
opportunity of assuring him ¥ would wait his. own time ; it was early
i1 the day and there was no burry. The Brahmins scon after
appearing, I offered 0 remove the officers, thinking that he mighi,
Luve something to say in private : but he made a motion not to do &,
»1.01 sald he had only 4 few words to reinind them of what he had said
concorntng Rajah Gourdass and the care of his zenana. He spoke to
me and desired that the men might be taken care of, as they were to
take charge of his body, which he desired repeatecly might not be
touched by any of the bystanders ; but he seeined not in the least
alarmed or discomposed at the crowd around him. 'There was some
delay io the necessary preparations and from the awkwardness of the
people.  He was no way desirous of protracting the business, but
repeatedly told me he was ready.  Upon my asking him if he had any
moie friends e wished to see, he answered he Lad inany, but this was
not & plice, nor an oceasion, 1o look ror them. Did he apprehend
there might be any present who conld nrot get up for the crowd 7 He
mentiored one, whose name was callad, but he immediately said, ‘It
was ol no conseguence ! probably he had not come.” He then desired
ing 1o retmember him fo General Clavering, Colonel Monsor, Mr, Francis,
and looked with the greatest enmipesure, When he was not engaged
in conversaticn he lay back in the palauguin, moving his lips and
tonguc as before.

““I then caused him to be asked about the signal he was to make,
which eonld not be done by speaking, un aceount of the noise of the
srowd. e said he would snike a motivn with bis hand ; and when it
was retresented to hum thet it wenld be necessary for his hands to be-
tied in order Lo provent any involuutary motion, and I rocommended
his Juaking a wotion with Lis foot, Lie said he would. Nothing now
remained excent the lnst painful ceremony. T orderved his palanquin
to be brought close nnder the gallows, but he chose to walk, which he
did more eveet chan I have gencrally seen him, At the foot of the
steps whivh led to vhe stage he pus his hands behind him to be tied
with 8 handkcerehief, looking around at the sam+ time with the ntmost
unconcern,  Soine diificulties arising about the cloth which should be
tied over his face, he tcld the people ihat it must not be done by one
of ns. 1 presented to hiw a subaliern sepoy officer, who is a Brahmin,
and eame forward with a handkerchief in his hand ! but the Rajah
porhred 4o a servant of his own, who was lying prostrate at his feet,
and beckoned him fo du i,  He had some weakness in his feet, which,
added to the confinement of his hands, made him mount the steps with
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dificulty; but he showed not the least reluctance, scrambling rather
forward to get up. fle then stood erect on the stage, while 1 examined
his countenance as steadfastly as I could till the cloth covered i, to
aeo if I could observe the smallest symptom of fear or alarm, but there
was nob a trace of it. My own spiriis sank, and I stept into ray
palanquin ; bui before I was seated Lie hiad given the signal, and the
stage was removed. sould observe, when I was n httle recovered,
that his arins lay hack in the mwue position in which I saw themn first
tied ; not could I see any contortion on that side of his mouth und
foce which was visible. In a word, his steadmess, compusire, and
resolution throughout the wlole of this melancholy transaction werc
equal to any examples of fortitude T have ever read or heard of. The
body was taken down after hanging the usual time, and delivered o
the Bralimina for burning.”

This account was read thirteen years alterwards by Sir Gilbert
Eiliot in the House of Commons (when Le moved for the
impeachment of Impey), who then added :--

¢ While this tragedy was acting, the gurrounding multitudes were
agitated with grief, fear, and suspense. With a kind of superstitions
incredulity, they could not believe that it was really intended to put
the Rajah to death ; but when they saw him tied up, and the scaficld
drop from under him, they setup an universal yell, and with the most
piercing cries of horror an] dismay betook themselves to Hight,
rnning many of them as far as the (anges” (which they were ut
already), “‘and plunging into the water, as if o hide themselves from

such tyranmy as they had witnesced, or to wash away the poliution
contraeted frot viewing such a spectacle.”

The foundation, it it deserves to be so called, for this peroration,
which was skilfully followed by Macaulay, was derived from ihe
evidence of a witness before the Parliamentary Committec, a
Captain Cowe, who saw the execution ¢ from the parapet of the New
Fort, not quite half o mile away,” anil who said that ¢ thers were
eight or ten thousand poople assembled, who, the moment the
Rajah was tured oft, dispersed snddenly, erying, ‘Ah baup-aree,’”
and that “many of them even ran 1nte the river from the terror of
secing o Prahmin exncuted.” The Committee did not, aprarently,
~sk this witness how he heard the words e testified to if e was
halé 4 mile off, e eaplained * Ahbanp-aree " to he “an exclama-
tion of the black prople upon ilie appearance. of anything very
alarming and when they are in oreat pain.”  The Parliaiuentary
srater, bowaver, preferred to transtaio i into < universal yell, with
the ruost piercing eries of horror and dizmay.” Macaulay, 16 may
be remarked, converted tue modest ' aany of thern ” of the eye

R 1]
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Captain Price, who was also examined before the same Com-
mities, did not at all approve of the false impression likely to be
conveyed by this evidence of Captain Cowe, and accordingly pro-
eoedod to demolish it in his usual downright fashion. He wrote to
Edmund Burke that Captain Cowe’s statement “ deserves no credib
at all: De had no kvowledze of the customs or manners of the
peuple, having himself been bred in the navy and came to Bengal
a very little while before the majomty.” He then gave his own
gxpilanation as follows --—

““fhe exclataation, fAu-baup-a-ree,’ and the saying the people ran
into the river on the Rajah’s being turned off, convey improper
notions to thoe mind of the reader. . . The fact is as follows: ad
o calf been knocked on the head they would have done the same ; the
cxclamintion canuot be rendered inte English, the idioms of the
languages are so very different ; but if a Hindoo was to sce a house on
fue, to reccive a smart slan on the face, break a china bason, cut his
finger, see two Europeans boxing, or a Sparrow shot, he would call
vut, An-banp-a-rec.” When the Rajah was hanged it was to them a
very extraordinary sight, and 1t was natural for Hindoos to suppose
that it in some degree defiled them. The remedy was at hand ; near
tn the gallows where the Rajah . suffered runsa branch of the river
(tanges, the waters of which river, in the idea of all the Hindoo nation,
cloanss them from every kind of impurity. Had a common pickpocket
suffered, had a Buropean spit by accident on the outer edge of their
outer garment, had they touched any dead animal, or fifty thousand
other the most trifing causes would have induced them to go and
'~ purify themselves in the Ganges. At all hours of the day and night,
at all seasons of the year, thousands of them are seen, memn, worlen,
and children, mingled tcgether indiseriniinately dabbling in the river,
to purge away the impuritres of bedy, soul, and garment at the same
instant and by the same means.”

We all know that any large city will vomit forth its riff-raff 1n
thousands to enjoy an execution ; such people have mo delicate
sensibilities to be wounded ; morbid curiosity is their motive. This
observation applies to the East as well as lo the West. I
fancy that respectable apd religious Hindoos kept away then
as they do mow from such debasing spectacles. “] have many
more friends,” answered Nuncomar to the Sheriff at the foot of the
scaffold, * but this is not a place, nor an oceasion to look for them.”

A few words may be said in personal relation to each of the four
judges who conducted this historical trjal, though the materials to
admit of this are scanty. | .

Stephen Cmaar Jemaistro—to begin with the one who died first
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__would seem to have been a protege of the licentious Lord
Qandwich.® Impey writes of Ium as being * violeni beyond
measure,” and {with Hyde) «“in direct oppusition to me in every-
thing.” = Francic hints that Hastings was well disposed to
Temuistre. e appears to have been 2 convivial man and to have
for some time joined the high play indulged in by Irancis and
others, His house in Calcuita was on the sitc of the present school -
in Free-School Street.  Lemaistre Jied in November, 1777, and was
buried in Somth Park Street Cemctery ; his tomb never had an
inseription ; it is one of two cast of, and near to, that of (General
Clavering, which it resemblos m shape.

The vacaney in the Supreme Court caused by Lemaisire’s death
was eventually filled by Sir Win. Jones.

1f Twpey had a difficult colleagne to pull with in Lemaistre, he
had a still more diffienlt one in Hyde. ¢ He is even abusive ol
the bench, which T have never becn provoked to reply to,” writes
Tmpey to Dunning; and to Tharlow he complains, “For the conduct
of Lemaistre I cannot account. As for Hyde, T much fear the
roturn of the old disorder, but 1t 1s 00 delicate a matter to touch’
upon. Ho isabsolutely under the management of T.emaistre. What
yon said to me concermpg Hyde frequently oceurs to me. He 18
"1 honest man, but is a great coxecmb. His tongue cannot be
kept still, and he has more parade and porap than 1 have yet seen
in the Enst. I write ilis fo you In confidence and beg it may nos
be mentioned, except to Dynning” The little weakness for parade
in his brother thus remarked on by the Chief Justice is exemplified
in this entry in Hyde's own note-book —

« 4th Tern
« Monday, 25th October, 1772.
¢ Pregent

¢« Mr. JusticE HYDE.

Y cape to the Court in my Scarlet Robe to-day, because it is
the day of the King's accession, and is therefore treated by the
Courts of Law in England as a Gala day, to appear in their finest
cloaths, and I think it proper, moat particularly in this place, thai
all manner of tokens of respect to His Majesty should be shown,
and especially by those who have the honour of holding offices
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* Though a Secretary of Sta’? and Lord of the Admiralty, this nobleman 1is,
perhaps, beat known fo fame 88 the protector of Miss Reay, whom Parson
Hackman shot through jealousy sutside Covent Garde 2 Theatre in 1779,
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under His Majesty’s authority on his appoiniment. Al signe of
loyalty to the King of England are too much neglected in this
country. 1 believe they did not even fire a salute af the Fors,
which is a shameful neglect, if it is not worss—a designed’
disrespect.” 1 -

Mrs. Fay, writing from Calcutta in 1780, says that on the first day
of every term * the professional gentlemen all met at a -public
breakfast at Mr. Justice Hyde’s house, and went thence in proces-
sion to the Court House.,” Fortunately, the procession had not far
to go, a3 Hyde lived next to the Suprems Court, in a house on the
site of the present Town Hall, for which he is said to have pad
twelve hundred rupecs a month, Hyde was & married man anda
great favourite in social life, where his hospitality was genuine. He
died in harness {(aged 59) after twenty-one years’ uninterrupted ser-
vice, handsomely acknowledged in a Government notification which
also referred to the virtues of his private character. He was buried
(July, 1796) in South Park Street Cemetery. The tablet on his tomb
records his ¢ boundless benevolence,” and speaks of him as “a
model of unexampled, yet cautiously concealed charity.” Never-
theless, the tomb of this first parent of the High Court in India
has been allowed to become a model of neglect, neither unexampled

nor concealed, I am sorry to say, in the cemeteries of Calcutia.

« Chambers supports me and behaves handsomely to me,” is what
Impey writes when giving his confidence to Dunning regarding the’

Chambers was the only one of the first four judges who may bo
caid to have had an English reputation prior to coming to Indis. -
He was born at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and was educated, with &g
future luminaries, Lords Stowell and Eldon, He was a membar of
University College, Oxford, and Vinerian Professor of Law. Hs
had the distinction, too, of being a friend of J ohnson’s, and, a8 &"
member of the literary club, of Burke and Reynolds, &ec. Jobin.
son was very fond of Chambers, as may be seen in the frequent
veferences to him in Boswell, It was in Chambers’ rooms in the
Teraple: that occurred the scene which Boawell tells withr such
humour, on eoming out from which the great man was in such eon-
vulsions of laughter that ho was obliged to lay hold of one of the
posts near the foot pavement at the Temple Gate, _Fﬁmuq-_hg'mt, |

o % A few yoars later a Ualnﬂhpwwm Sonmected
wiih the opening of term which hea ouk of uee, viz : that “ many ladiea
ey e TR = . e et 9t I Tormas e et o i ﬂ»’rmﬂ .anl'.“
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forth peals so loud that in the silence of the night his voice seemed
to pesound from Temple Bar to Fleet Street.” ‘I then accompanied
him to his own door,” writes his faithful satellite, ¢ where he gave
me his blessing.” When Johnson was setting out to join Boswell
for their journey to the Hebrides, Chambers went with him as far as
Newcastle, When Chambers sailed for India the fact was com-
~ ynunicated to Boswell in a letter which alone should confer immor-
tality on Chambers’ name, ag it there happened to be linked with that
of one who, es a minstrel and as a man, is familiarly loved wherever
English is spoken, “whose sweet and friendly nature bloomed
kindly always in the midst of a life's storm and rain and bitter
weather.” 'The passage has been often quoted as exemplifying what
Thackeray refersto as “the great wise benevolence and noble merei-
fulness of beart” of Johnson, but let me honour this page by quot-
ing it once again. “ Chambers, you find, is gone far, and poor
Goldsmith is gone much further. He died of a fever, exasperated,
as I believe, by the fear of distress. He raised money and squan-
dered it by every artifice of acquisition and folly of expense—but
Yot not his failings be remembered ; he was a very great man.” |
- Chambers was the bearer %o Caleutta of a letter of introduction
 $rom Johnson to Warren Hastings, the original of which is now
amongst the select manuseripts in the British Museum. Macaulay
alludes to this circumstance, saying how ‘‘the old philosopher referred
in the most courtly terms, though with great dignity, to their short,
but agrecable intercourse” when Hastings had been last in England.
Macaulay does not mention the ostensible object of J ohnson’s letter,
though it is worth hearing in mind in copnection with a’ certain
Jetter written by Hastings afterwards. The letter which Charobers
took with him concluded thus :— ~

« T am now going to take leave, perhaps a very long leave, of
roy dear Mr. Chambers ; that he is going to live where you govern
may justly alleviate the regret of parting ; and the hope of seeing
both him and you again, which I am not willing to minglg with
doubt, must at present console as it, can, -

“ Sjr, your most humble servant,

« March 30, 1774.” - ““ SAM JOHNSON.

" Before Hastings or Chambers saw Europe again, poor Johnson’s
kindly heart was still. |
Macaulay closes the Nuncomar episode with this passage :
«Tt is a remarkable ciccumstance thai one of the letters of
Hastings to Dr. Johnson bears date s very fow hours after the
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death of Nunccmar., While the whole settlement was in commo-
tion, while a mighty and ancient priesthood were weeping over the
remains of their chief, the conquetor in that deadly grapple’ sat
down, with characteristic self-possession, to write about the tour to
the Hebrides, Jones’ Persian (iramamar, and the history, traditions,
arts, and natural productions of India.” .

The letter here referred to was simply Hastings' courteous acknow-
ledgment of the letter brought by Chambers a few months before,
The multitudinous cares and worries undergone by the Governor-
Geneeal since the arrival of the councillors and judges, must have
left him no leisure for private correspondence. By the association
of ideas, the recent trial may easily have turned Hastings’ mind to
the introduction brought him by one of the judges, which he had
nob yet acknowledged ; and his far-seeing sagacity may have suggested
to him that the opportunity was a suitable one for paying attention
to, and reciprocating the friendliness, of so powerful an influencer
of public opinion as Johnson.* .

1The above passage .from Macaulay’s brilliant essay is a notable
ingtance of the way in which he sometimes strains the facts for the
purpose of literary effect. As a matter of fact, Hastinas’ letter to
Johnson is dated 7th of August, Z.e., twe days after the death of
Nuncomar, forty-eight hours after the Brahmins had burned all
“rcmains” of their chief, The words “a very few hours” keep
out of mght the more literal realities, whose colour would not
harmonise with the effective picture intended.

Chambers, like his colleagues Impey and Hyde, arrived in Indin
married.” Theylived for several years in a garden-house at Bowani-
pore. They had also a town house in, 1 think, Old Post-office
Street. They lost several children, as may be seen by the inscrip-
tions in the family tomb in the South Park Street ground. Thar
¢ldest boy was lost in the wreck of the Grosvemor on his voyage.
to England in 1782, 8ir Robert Chambers became Chief Justice
in 1791 ; he was knighted some years before. He remained m
India till 1799, and died near Paris in 1803. His widow brought
his body to England, and it was buried in the Temple Church; where
a monument by Nollekens was placed to his memory. At the date
of the Nuncomar trial Chambers (as Hyde also) wds 38 years of age. -
Lady Chambers survived him till 1839, when she died, aged about
81. Their daughter married Colonel Macdonald, the son of Flora.

~ ® Yn fact, it would scem that the other gide Hd -try umsuccessfully (through
Fowke) some vears afterwards to qet Johnson to sake up the Nuncomar case.
See Beveridge's ¢ Nun'a Kumar,” p, 161 n. .
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There is a very good likeness of Chambers* in his robes (a half-
length, with his hand up to his face) in the judges library in the
High Court of Caleutta, This was taken at Caleutta by Home (H.
A copy of it is o the hall of University College, Oxford, having
been presented by Lady Chambers. |

There is scarcely anything interesting of a personal nature 1o be
retailed about Impey himself. Though older than auy of the
colleagues who left England with him, he survived them sll. lie '
was but little over nine years in India, having, as is well known, .
been recalled to answer before Parliament certain charges against
his conduct as Chief Justice In India. The motion for his impeach-
ment was lost in the House of Commons. He died at Newick
-Park, in Sussex, In 1809, and was buricd ab Hammersmith. He
was forty-threc years of age ot the time of the Nuncomar trial.
[ have a note that it never fcll to his lot again to pass another
capital sentence, but I am wnable to quote any authority for this.
It is probably true, as Farrer told the Parliamentary Committee,
that during his residence 1n India he knew of no one executed
save NUNCOmar. | .

There are two portraits of Impey in his official costume in the
Caleutta High Court—one by Kettle, which shows a very marked -
double chin. This is probably a faithful likeness, as it has been
engraved for [mpey’s memoir by his son. The othert is a more
pleasing one. [n this his full-length figure s standing with one
hand raised, as though the subject were addressing an audience.
In both portraits the facewearsa <c]f-satisfied and rather benevolent.
expression.  SIT Flijah lived in Calcutta on the site of a house now
o convent, behind the Roman Catholic Church in Middleton Row.
The map of 1785 shows that there was a round tank where the
church now stands. The house was surrounded by an extensive
decr park {enclosed by walls) lying betwee, but not quite up to
Camnac Street and Russell Street; a gate in the. southern wall
opened. into Middleton Styeet. The present Middleton Row was
the avenue which led mp between trees through the park from -
« Burial Ground Road” to the dwelling-house. The name of the
ahove road was changed to ihe more euphonious one of “ Park

- — - —_— —— - —m

- s

* At a first glance this portrait reminds one of that of Bishop Berkeley in
the examination hall, Trinity College, Dublin. .

+ The name of the artist painted undger this painting is Zofiany—1782.”
1f it be by Zoflany the date is.wrong, as he did not leave England till 1785 ;

he may have arrived in Calcutta in time to paint Impey, who left in December,
1783. | o
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Street,” becaase it led past the Chief Justice’s park. - The eastern
ends of the gardens altached to the houses in Russell Btreet (z.e., 12,
and 13), occupied a century later by Chief Justices Peacock,
Norman (who was murdered when officiating as Chief J ustice), and
Conch, were once a portion of the park of their earliest predecessor,
whose name, thanks to Nuncomar and Macaulay, will be knowu to
fame when those of his successors will be quite forgotten.

- —_ ..

POSTSCRIPT.

In the first edition of these collected sketches, it was thought
best to keep clear of the controversial topics in which the trial of
Nuncomar has proved so fruitful. - Their introduction would have
mterrupted the narrative and would have been unnccossary, and
indeed unsuited, for the simple object whicli I hiad before me, when
recalling and re-telling for modern Caleutta some of the moat
noted episodes of its early days,

A wriger in an Indian periodical, who did me the honour of
noticing my small volume, took me to task, in a friendly way, for
this omission, and urged that it was a duty, not to be put aside, of
anyone who raked up the embers of this old tnal, to express an
opinion for the general reader as to how far the obloquy attaching
to the memorics of llastings and Impey in connection with the
name of Nuncomar was merited. -

One difficulty in fulfilling this suggested duty, arises from the
. necessity of first arriving at the opinion—of making up one’s mind
in short, whether to adopt the popularly-accepted belief as to the
unscrupulous Iniquity of Hastings, and the judieial turpitude of
Impey, or to resignedly take a place amongst the unbelioving
“idiots anud biographers” scoffed at by Macaulay.

It is very evident that there is room for & wide diversity of opinion
on the subject, when we see that the {wo authors who have most
recently taken it up, and treated it with a breadth and closeness
of scrutiny, and an amplitude of detail never before atitempted,
have each come to conclusions diametrically opposed to those of
the other. -

It would be presumptuous, as well as superfluous, on my part

to offer any opinion : s to the way in which the author of ©“ Nuncorar
H '
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and Tmpey "* has acquitted himself of the task thati he took upon
wim. It may be Jlowable, however, to Bay thie much, that the
work of SirJames Stephen gives evidence that he entered on the
minute inquiry which b necessitated, 1 3 Liberal spirit, and eon-
Junted it with CORspIcUOUS impartiality, and with a desire 12 find
sut and to tell the whole truth.

A very inadequate idea would be formed of the scope of “The
voal of Nunda Kumar 4 from 1ts title, for 1ts author Lias euriched
L5 elaborate detail with an amoutt of Wistorical information (some
Learing on, BONE collateral to the main subject), which shows
nrprising yogearch, and a quceessful diligence o tracing out the
antecedents and surronndings of many of the actors in the drama,
(nite extracrdinary. To addition to the qualification of a mind
trained to habits of patient investigation, Mr. Beveridge has also
L,ronght to Dbear on 2 labour, which he has thrown himself into
with great eatnostness, at acquaintance with Bengal, its languages
and its people, derived from many years' residence amongst them,
and & lopg experience of practical judicial work.

1 have been under obligation to Woth these works 1n compiling
the foregolng narrative. They nust be studied attentively by any-
one desiring to know the full details of an event closely connecied
witly the first workings of the Regulating Ac, and Supreme Court
(‘Larter of 1773, which miatk the ereation vf Dritish India.

As this book may, perhaps, meet with readers who have nob
had access to, or lewsure for, the exhaustive works just referred to,
it may be permissible for me, in the interest of such, 10-83Y what
was the impression, when I laid those hooks down, left on Y
mind as to the roasonableness ‘of the conclusions to which each
oxaminer of the facts invited his readers. '

Mr. Beveridge has avowedly written chiefly for lawyers and
<tudents of history : by these he wishes to be judged.

As & layman, writing in a discursive unmethodical way, for only
lay readers, I must for obvious reasons avoid the technical matters
in controversy, and confine 1wy remarks %0 the few main points
which are of general interest.

And first, as to the guestion which has still the mosb import and
interest for us. Had Nuncomar a fair trial ¥ - M= Peveridge falls
far short of adopting the extravagant language in which tho charge

= L —n — ._..._r-_.———'-','_"_‘,__-.--—-'—-'-—l-- L ———
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» i The Story of Nuncomar and the Im peachment of Sir Elijah Twpey, PY
ir James Fitzjames Qtephen, K.C.5. 1. , -
+ #The Trial of Nunda Kumar,” by H. Beveridge, ,engal Civil Service,
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under thm head was set forth in thﬂmohanm mpeaahénd ;-
whero it is alleged that throughout the trial Dfpey mmielhd m-;
ardent wish and determined purpose to effect the prisomer’s yuin-
~ and death, and with this in view summed up the Eﬂdmce “ with.
gross and ‘scandalons partiality.” But he gnaa a good way in the
same direction when he says that the trial was unfairly conducted,
that the destre of the judges was to break down Hunmr’i
witnesses, that in ﬁﬂrtmular the Chief Justice’s manner was bad
throughout, and that the suniming-up was unfavourable. 8ir James
Stephon’s answer to this article of the Parliamentary charge is, that
the trial was scrupulously fair, and that the summingup was
perfectly impartial and gave every possible advantage to the pri-
soner ; that Impey’s conduct in the trial was mot only just, but. -
favourable and indulgent to Nuncomar., I can only say, for
myself, that the way in which 8ir James Stephen has demonstrated
this satisfies me as to the soundness of his conclusion.

Mr. Boveridge has a good deal to say, and does so with much
force, on & vulnerable point in the charge-—1 mean the passage
(guoted in the narrative) beginning, ‘‘ The nature of the defence
is such that if it is not believed, it must prove fatal to the party,”
&e. Sir James Stephen allows that here the Chief Justice went
too far (as regards an Indian tria], as I understand Jris foot-note),
and Mr. Beveridge shows that pridoners are now never convicled
(in Indian courts) brrause they st up false defences. |

Mr. Bev Prxdge believes that Nuncomar was innocent,*and so did ‘
the # majority ” before him, and he certainly strikes on snggestions
favoursble to him which were not so put to the jury, and brings
forward muech, if I may venture the opinion, which seems to render
it probable that the jewels-bond was genuine, and that some of the
evidence for the prisoner was more worlthy of credence than 1t was
held to be. He considers that the Chief Justice * wag not patient
enough, or had not enough knowledge of the circumstances to say
whether Nuncomar was guilty or not,” and that the jury were
“prejudiced and incompetent.” He distinectly repudiates any
insinuation that the jury or Impey knowingly condemned an inno-
eent man, Very probably, Impey and his brethren twould have
been better fitted to conduct the trial if they reckoned their
judieial axpenenue in India by years instead of by months ; and.aa

=1 —

- % Nuncomaxr's conviction seems to have hln mlinly dus to the effoct
‘produced on the jury, by what was comsidered %o be the perjury of hi

"2
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for the very probable prejudice of tho jury, that is a consideration
which, as Sir James Stephen says, does not affect the value of the
evidence, but it does affect the value of the verdict apart from the
evidence. It is too late in the day, however, to now speculate on
a point which no one is ever likely to determine, Viz., whether
thare was a mistake or not in the verdiet. Neither this question
nor that of the machinery of the Court Lave anything to do with -
the animus imputed to the Chief Justice. Regarding this, I think
ihe inference is fully warranted, which Sir James Stephen bas
drawn from a study of Impey’s general behaviour during the trial,
namely, that so far from showing a desire to secure a conviction, he
would have been pleased if the jury bad relieved him of further
responsibility by acquitting the prisoner.*

The most grievous charge that Impey had to answer, was that
which may be noticed next, viz., that when Nuncomar had been
convicted and sentenced to death, he eorruptly refused fo respite
him pending the submission of his case for the consideration of the
Qovereign. Mr. DBeveridge speaks with no uncertain voice here :
« The execution was iniquitous, even on the supposition of Nunda
Kumar's guilt, and was the result of a plot to stifle inquiry into
bribery and corruption.” His view is more definitely put in the
following vigorous words which are meant to apply perhaps as
much to the sentence as Lo the refusal to vespite:  What I and
evary honest man who Knows the facts blame Lmpey for 1s, that he
allowed himself to be prejudiced by his partiality for Hastings, and

—— i — | —— ] o ——— e T —— — d R — AR P "y —_— . —— e T

* Any inference deducible from pative tradition, which ia necessarily vague,
must of courss be of little velue; hut a8 in some remote degree hearing on
the actual convietion of Nuncomar, I may mention that I often spoke on 'ﬂ
subject with respectable native genilemen in and near Calcutta, to ascertan
what impression they bad on the subject, handed down by tradition or other-
wise., When any apswer was ferthcoming, it was ncarly always fo the mame
purport, viz., that Nuncomar came to grief from having imprudently quarrelled
with the Liord Ssbib of the day, which quarrel was faken Gp by the “Sahib log”
{European rentry) of Caleutta, who, ae jurors, paid him cut for it ; and that
what the verdict would be, was 5 foragone conclusion from the fidelity of the jury
to Hastings, not from the partislity of the judges, whom tradition peemead to
kold quite blameless in the ratter. 'That Nuncomar was apprehensive of the
Lostility of thwe jury 18 evidenced by the extensive challenge which he resorted
to jn such 3 small European community. And that native litigants regarded
the jury, not the jndges, as the arbiters of their fate, for good ot for evil, may be
inferred froin this passage in a petition to Guvernment from rnz Ramuat 1Ias
(Caloutts, 1767): " I have heard much of the justice of the English law.”

. %] am vory desirous of laying my oase beforg the juries at the uext
gensions.”  {Selections fxom “ Unpublished Records ¢ Government”)
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his hatred of the majority, and that he hanged Nunda Eumar in
order that peculators in general, and his friend and patron Hastings

in particular, might be safe.” Sir James Stephana answer to this
charge is : that Impey had no power to respite ; * that the whole of
the Court was responsible for the course taken; that they were
vested with discretionary power, and that they exercised it in gopd
faith to the best of their judgment, and on reasonable grounds, thus
fulfilling their only obligation in the matter.

To a Member of Parliament {George J ohnstone, Governor of
West Florida), who seems to have referred about the execution to
Impey, the laiter gave the chief motives which he said actuated
himm in deciding not to grant a respite—they are motives which
would, and most prnhably did, equally influence the other judges.
Their substance is thus bneﬂy given : * That the crime was aggra-
vated by pegjury and forgery, and that the Executive Government
had by their conduct made it impossible for the Court to respite
Nuncomar without incurring the loss of their own independence and
the suspicion of having been either bribed or intimidated.” Sir
James Stephen says that the motives aileged by Impey deserved to
be attentively considered, and might have. honestly convinced rational
men that Nuncomar ought not to be respited—regarding the question
as one of discretion. He does not say that they fully justified the
deecision of the judges not to respite. *“I think,” he concludes,
‘“ that this proceeding was not unjust, though 1 do not affirm that
it was not mistaken. Lastly, I do not helieve that Impey or any, Qf .
his colleagues acted as they d1d in order to serve a political . |
. I see no reason whatever to doubt that the motlm at&tod by
Impey were not the predominant and true ones. He was not over
#iing the consequences, I think, when he wrote : ¢ No explanatwn
could have made the naiives understand that the eacape from justice,
if the sentence Lad pot been carried into execution, had not been
oceagioned by the artifice of the prisoner, unless m&ed it had been
aftributed to curm?tmn or timidity in tha judges, or & controlling
power in the Gnvﬁ-ﬂ-(}&neral or Council.™ Whether or not tl:u&y |

* No doubt, as Sir James Staphen allows, if Impey had succeesfully used his
influence with any one of the judges in favowr of ;m pite, that, with hig cast-
ing vote, would haﬁra been degirive ; but this does not meke him personally
' e with a refusal to respite. Inhilowudn&mhﬁmthaﬂmauf'
" Commons he said : “ Though called $0 amswor as for acts done by m Y
those acts not only werk not, but wesild not have bsen done by me mdlﬂduﬂly "
--Kie words I have pu!; in italios are nok meiﬁva of Imm s haviog had greas
- influence over his colli'gues,
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ought to have been above or regardless of conmsequences 18 another
question. No doubt very perfect people would have been, but
judges, like other men, can only act according to their lights. One
is naturally perhaps disposed at this.distance of time to think that
the deciding ot to respite the prisoner was a blunder, becanse—
to mention no other reeson—it put such a weapon into the hands
of the majority ; and to ask whether the authority of the Court,
new though it was, could not have been vindicated by some measure
far short of summary execuiion. But no one i1s now in a position
to estimate the significance which the interferences of the Council
wore to the judges, or to appreciate all the local circumstances which
urged them to the course which they adopted in- defence, as they
believed, of the trust committed to them. We probably have no
conception of the jealousy with which the new Councillors on the

one hand, and the new Supreme Court on the other, guarded agaigst
eneroachment on their exclusive privileges. This very power of re-
prisving was a sore point with the new Government ; it ‘was a pre-
rogutive nob only conferred by Charter on the judges, but taken away
froms - the Executive power; so that Francis when discussing the
Regulating Act, &c. (Appendix Vol. L Memoirs), complains “we
are Tob trusted with the exercise of mercy possessed by our prede-
cessors, We can neither stop a prosecution, nor pardon after con-
vietion. TFEven ihe office of recommending to the Royal mercy 18
reserved to the Court of Judicature.” The assertion of their power
and position, and the resenting of all interference with their functions,
would seem to have been a ruling passion with the new judges. It
i3 conceivable that men, thus bristling with the importance of their
. office, may not always have been in the {rame of mind best adapted
for dispassionate judgment. Two years before Impey’s letter to
Governor Johnstone, he wrote this to Thurlow (1776) :—

¢The hauteur, insolence, and superior air of authority which the
new members of the Council use to the Court may be partly discernible
in the style of their minutes, but on the spot they maintain no colour
of decency. My conduct to them has been abselutely the reverse, and
I believe they are the more angry with me for it.”

3

And this two years later :—

- ¢ Bvery dispatch from England brings accounts of actual or intended
addresses to Parliament or H.M.’s Ministers levelled against the
Court. At present one, said to be presented by the Company to Lord
Weymouth, is in the possession of Mr. Francis, which has been .
dirculated sbout the settlement with intimatic . that by the next
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aﬁviua intelligence will arrive that ¢ the wings of the Cotirt have been
clipt,’” - o

To Dunning, in the same year (1778), he wrote :—

“It was extremely painful to me to inflict the punishment of
imprisonment on him (the Company’s attorney), but the only possille
meanr of supporting the least credit and authority in the Court, is to
show that though the Governor-General and Council may not be
punishable personally for ontrages committed agamst the Court, yet
it is out of their power to protect their agents, ¥ -

Mr. Beveridge specifies the corrupt motives which he maintaina
were rightly attributed to Impey, thus “ there are many kinda of
corruption, and in this case, I do mnot suspect Impey of killing
Nunda Kumar for & money reward. But if he strained the law in
order to conviet him, and if he, in Macaulay’s words, ‘sitting as a
Judge,” put a man unjustly to death in order to serve g political
purpose, he acted corruptly.” The kind of corrnption alleged does
not lie at his door, if the fasts marshalled by 3ir J. Stephen estab-
lish, as they seem to me to do, that he wus tried and convicted
according to the ordinary course of law; and that thg, stay of
execution was decided against by the Judges in the due exercige of
their discretion, as the occasion did not appear to them a proper
cne for mercy. The decision may have been a deplorable mistake,
but, right or wrong, it was come to in good feith. ST

Was Hastings the real mover in the business? as Maceulay pats’
it. This is the point which Mr. Beveridge thinks the aost -
Inferesting of all, and he has elucidated his consideration ot it .
with a curious knowledge of local and general eontempomnecus
higforical matter. He maintains that there i3 strong circumstantial
evidence that Hustings was the roal prosecutor. Sir James Stephen
thinks ¢ that Mohup Persaud was the real substantial prosecutor of
Nuncomar, and that Hastings had nothing to do with the prosscu-
tion; and that there was no sort of conspiracy or understanding
between Hastings and Impey in relation to Nuncomar, or in rela-
tion to his trial or exccution.™d The arguments i support of these
very different conclusions should be read in full. .

* These extracta are from the Impey M8S., Br. M.
+ Bir James Stephen, relying mainly on evidence of Farrer, shows that the
criminal proceedings grew nnturﬂl! cut of & previous civil suit, My, Beveridge
givesreasonafor questioning Farrer's memory, and contends that there had been
uo attempt at & prosscution before May, 1775. But ng, for argument’s
sake, & ‘ mover in the business” to.bhe necotsary, why ahould not this be
‘Durham, the Comp-ny's lawyer? Csptain Price says that he 1as the man
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My, Beveridge’s contention has enabled me to go only as far as
allowing that he suggests further grounds for suspicion that
Hastings was connected with the prosecution. It is but just lo
Mr. Beveridge, however, to mention prominently the one point in
his argument which has made a stroug impression on me, 1t will
be remembered that the foreman of the jury complained to the
Chief Justice about Farrer in connection with a proposed petition
for respite, and that Impey in open court censured Farrer—with, 1
think, some display of truculence.® Permission for LRobinson to
make his complaint had been solicited by a Mr, Belli, who for-
warded certain correspondence to the Chief Justice. Mr. Beveridge
states positively that at the -time Mr. Belli was private secretary to
Hestings,-and a member of his household. "His note to Impey did
not say that he was authorised by the Gowvernor-General to act as
the go-between, and he may have o acted on his own motion; hut
it iz not unreasonable to suspect, that if the foreman of the jury
could not approach the Chief Justice without an irtroduction, the
introdaction with which he would provide himself would be

&

from some one more important than Mr. Belli in his privafe
capacity® In any case-it shows great indiscretion, to . say
the least of it, on the part of Impey (considering the rumours
that must have been then going about) to be holding com-
munieation with smyone in Government House at such a time,
But though the Delli incident, ag known to us, may be very difficult
to get over, i must, T fancy, have admitted «f an explanation
which would absolve Hastings of complicity with it. It appeared
on the Parliamentary rccord as an item, I presume, of the pro-
ceedings. Did it give rise to comment

Francis was prompting the impeachment, and must have known
oJl the circumstances of Belli’s position in Caleutta. His ingenuity,
if anybody's could, would have brought inte full significance an
incident so suggestive of more than suspicion at a primd facie

olance ; yet there is no evidence, that T know of, that this was

- who set the ball rolling {apparentiy towards the ead of April). Price mays
that he did so to squeeze money out of the Rajah, * on the idea that he shounld
be sble to guash the evidenve.” But Durham is known to have been a frierd
of Hastings ; is it violentiy improbable that on finding a good opportunity of
discrediting Hastings’ accuser, he made use of it—with a vengeance? A
lawyer would have known the full value of carrying the war into the enemy’s
country, and how to do it at the right time ; and he wounld take good care to
work in such & manner that sven the Governor-General should not know who
the Deus ex Machina was. K -
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attempted. Does not, as Macanlay argues, the failure of severe
malevolent serutiny entitle one to he considered fres of those
blemishes which it has not hrought to light? But all arguments as
to Hastings heing the prosecutor, &o., are unnecessary if, as Mr.
Deveridge maintains in one of his chapters, that he practicaliy
admitted “having employed Impey to hang Nuncomar.” This 1s
adopting Macaulay’s view of the significance of the words, “ My
fortune, honour, and reputation,”* for which Hastings wrote he
was once indebted to the support of Impey., Sir J. Stephen con-
sirders that the passage 1h which those words oceur obviously refers
to the snppmt given by Tmpey and the other judges to Hastings
when he subiaitted his resignation question to them,

Mr. Biveridge brings forward much to show the inapplicability
of the words to the resignation support. He argues that if Impey
hud been against Mastings, then the decision of the rest of the
judges in his favour would have s-rved his purpose ; that, as a
fact. Hustings was only half pleased with the sitpport of the judges
on that aceasion, and told his Iriend Sulivan <o, anl expressed
gratitude for ouly Barwells support ag that eritical e,

As Wir James Steplen shows, in the same vear in whicl
Hastings wrote the ahove words in reference to Impey, {he latter
wrote 1 a siwilar strain to Duunine oloat Haslings, viz.,, “The
pewer which s exerted against e wonld not have existed in the
hands in which it is if 1 had not helped to keep it there,”

It is elear that impey attachod mueh merit to the action of the
fudges in the resignation dispule from this passage n ancther letter
of bis to (Governor Johnstone ( 1778 -—MSS, Br. M.

1 think 1i impﬂsﬂbie for any impartisl persons (and such the
Directors ought to be) not to sce that the J wlges have had, in all their
Tagni ot and proceedings, attontion to the interegls of the nation and
Compansy.  Why else interfere to quiet the disturbances at Madras !
Why mediale betwoeon Mr. Hastings and Sir John Clavering, when,
cacl eliuimed and actually possessed the seat of the Governor-General
i difterent departiuents,  1f the judges, at the risk of censure if they
were wrong, hiud not interposed; to what must they have appealed 1

* These words, or words of exactly similar import, seem to have been in
fashionable uge nt this time. Mr. Beveridge shows that Hastings nzed phrases
like these in correspondence in April and May, 1775, with reference, toc,
to Nuncomar's accusations. - Agsin, in 1788, he wrote “1ny name and fortune
would be blasted.” In one of the addresses to Impey oocurs the phrase, “ our
raputations, onr fortunes, and, perhaps, our lives ;" and in Impey’s lettar to
Johustone, he aspeaks of “my fortune and character”” In fact, the phrase
was ore or less of a " rmula used In no verv definite cansa.
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Did anything remain but the ratio ultimae regum? It was expeoted,
and all the bazaars were shut up.”

There can be little doubt, I think, that Impey and Hastings
referred to the same occasion for support, in their respective letters.
To hold that they referred to the hanging of Nuncomar, involves
the agsumption not only that they had counspired to iniquity, but
that each had the folly and transcendental meanness to peach on
himself and on his fellow-conspirator ; Hastings to one of the
Court of Directors, and Impey to the head of the Bar in England !
The whole controversy might be perilled en the answer to this
single question. Did any two men, subject to the ordinary
impulses of human nature, ever act in such violation of its
ingtincts 1 * |

Mr. Beveridge is too shrewd a writer (as many pages in his book
show) not to feel conscious that some excuse iz necessary to account
for Hastings’ unnatural and compromising ¢ confession” of the
desperate remedy to which he had been driven once, so he 18 con-
jectured to have been off his guard when writing to Sulivan.  © If
Impey did hang Nunda Kumsr 1n order to serve Hashtings, we can
not doubt that the latfer would feel gratefal to him, and an
expression of his feelings might easily slip out in an unguarded
moment.” For these reasons I hold that Macaulay's Intultion
was right, that Hastings was referring to the Nunda Kumar case,
and that he accidentally and virtually confessed that lmpey
had hanged Nunda humar in order to support him.” Warren
Hastings bad few “unguarded moments » in his life—probably
never—when he had his pen in his hand. Here is what he wrote
of himself in March, 1775, in the midst of all the concerted attacks
of the new Councillors ;:—* I thank God T have hitherto possessed
both my judgment and understanding andisturbed.”  And this 18
what Francis, no mean judge of character, wrote of him in 1776,
after a close persopal study :-—* His reserve, whether naturai or
acquired, is so excessive, that I firmly beliave he never reposed an
entire confidence in any man.” ¢ The effect of his singular equa-

s aq— e ——— TP e

* There are innumerable letters in the Ilastings ¢nd in the Impey MSS.
which passed between these {wo men : #0me in ovigire!, some in rough drals.
They sre on ail sorts of official and Jdomestic subjects. Hastings often con-
sulted Tmpey on eertain guestions, and Tmpey not unfrequently asked favours
of Fastings on behalf of hie friends, but always in s beconming, delicate
man. or ; everything was straightforward and open. (Clertainly if there was &
# houd of infamy ' between them, no sign of presuming on it crept out in their

private correspondence.
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nimity,” says Macaulay, “ was that he always had the foll command
of all the rescurces of one of the most fortile minds that ever
existed : aceordingly no complication of perils and embarrassments
could perplex him.”

Mr. Beveridge, however, hos the satisfaction-—and it is no smasll
one---of fecling that his'study of the Nuncomar episode has justified
him, 1n adopting the conclusion of the great honest statesmen who -
believed in the guilt of Hastings and of Impey. He has ranged
himself on the winning side, And ne one seems to know this better
than 5ir James Stephen.  *“1 am sorry for him,” he says (speak-
‘ing of fmpey). “I believo bim to have been quite innocent;
but this bock will be read by hardly anyone, and Macaulay’s
paragraph will te read with delighted conviction by several
generations,”

When Macaulay was hut proposing to the Edinlnrgh Reriew the
articie on Warren Iastings, which has fastened such a stain upon
its subject, he wrole to the editor, ““I hardly know o story so
interesting, and of such various interest. And the central figure
i8 in the highest degree striking and majestic. I think Hastings,
though far from faultless, one of the gheatest men that England
ever produced. He had pre-eminent talents for government, snd
great literary talents too; fine taste, a princely spirit, and heroic
eqianimity in the midst of adversity and danger. He was a man
for whom Nature had done much of what the stoic philosophy
pretended {o do for its disciples. *Mens wqua in arduis’ iz the
Inscription under his picture in the Government House at Caleutte,

aml never was there a more appropriate motto.” e

With what hesitation must he have brought himself Yo eanclade
that such 2 mean once connived at another’s death to shield him-
self from the charge of corruption. The earnestness and reluctence
of his belief in Hastings’ fellowship with the alleged crime, are
indicated by the sophistry with which he attempts to" half con-
done 1, and by the fiercer light into which he drags, as if to
relieve his conscience, the criminality of him who was but a
subscrvient instrument. - | ‘

The Nuncomar story which Macaulay .told, with such con-
summate skill that it has petrified into polished marble, was but
the revival of that of which Francis laid the foundation in
Calcutta, and perfected in England. With it the ex-Councillor |

went to Burke and Fox and Gilbert Elliot,
“ And in the por“hes of their ears did pour the leprous distilment "
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with such gratifying effect, that he was soon able to write to one of
o band in Calcutta whor Hastings calied the lees of Mr. Francis,”
« Impey will certainly be demolished, and, I think, with public
diggrace. . . - You will be delighted to read my ORATNI-
nation before the Select Committes, and still more that of Mr.
Shakspeare ; between us Impey and Barwell are fairly made as
black ag the devi. . . .« « - But for the demolition of the
Supreme Court of Judicature Wwe should have no consolation in
this transitory life.” |

When he saw that the impeachment was a-ripening, he wrote
with prophetic exuitation 1o another kindred spivit in Calcutta,
« Tet the event to their persons be what it may, the charges will
gibbet their characters to all eternity.”

The name of Impey may with ruth be substituted for that of
the Duke of Grafton in the following passage,* and with peculiar
appropriateness, as the artist was in each case the same. It was
Junius who etched the popular portrait of the Duke of Grafton;
it waa Junius, foo—with the mask laid aside—who did the same
for the first Chief Justice in India, © The portrait, which has.
been bitten info the national memory by the acid of J uning, has
never been obliterated. A popular conception which has lagted
for a generation is likely to lust for a century, and when it has
outlived a century it may die, but cannot be eorrected. Doing
penance, Grafton (Impey) will continue to stand in his white sheet
beneath the very centre of the dome 1n the Temple of History."f









CHAPTER V.
PHILI? FRANCIS AND HIS TIMES,
" 3.~DvuEL BETWEEN FRrancis aNp Hasrivas, 1780.

Trovas it is stepping aside from the order of events, this histo-
rical occurrence in the Calcutta life of Francis may now be recalled
Before coming to details, it will not be Huperﬂuuua, even fof Indian
readers, to explain the origin of this duel, which has become
obscured by the dust of time. Some believers in the cherchez la
femme doctrine have pressed this combat into their service as ono
more proof of its almost: universal application. IFor instance, a
Calﬂutta reviewer, writinig about twenty-five years ago, says :—

-« Nearly ﬂppomta Ahpora Bridge stood two trees, called ¢ The
traeu of Destruction,’ notorious for duels fought under their shade ; ;
here Hastings and Francis exchanged shots in the days when Eurcpean
women were fow ; jealousy often gave rise to these affairz of honour.”

And M. Charles de Rémusat, discoursing on Junius and the -
Memoirs of Francis in the Ievus des Deuz Mondes, in 1889,

v rites - —

2 Ce récit prouve que, cuntmwemnt & des supp nﬂtm- aow

épetées, la bﬂauté de Madame Grand fut cﬂmpletument étrangere sux

melés de Hastings et de Francis, et que ce n ‘est pas elle qui lau.r mit
les armes 4 1a main.” (The italics are mine.)

Substantizlly the cause of the quarrel wae this (says I“mnm’s-
biographer): “ Francis had promised Hastings not to interfere
with his conduct of the war against the Mahrattas, then camed an
near the Malabar coast. Hastings wanied ¢o carry on

against the same enemy on the Jumna. Francis deemed himself
not precluded by hm pmmlsa from opposing this. Hastings main-
tained that he was.” Some sort of informal compact had been
'negotmted between the two, with a view to the public service being
__caryied on harmonigualy, when Barwell was about to lﬂava ylia
If Francis had not given a promise 61 CO-OPOTe t Hastin
Barwell would not have gone, as it was Barwell’s vote in Goune.ﬂ
which at this time gave Hagfings the prepo ponderance, Franois, it may
be mentioned, wrc'e. a JéttSr to s friend on the night pmadmg the
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duel, denying in the most solemn manner that he had given assent
to the measures which, it will be seen, Hastings with equal
stead fastness said he had. |

At the end of Jume, 1780, a minute signed by Francis and
another member of the Council, Wheler, was sent in to the Secre-
tary to Government withholding their consent from the muilitary
operations, the immediate execution of which the Governor-General
considered of the utmost importance, and making propositions
which would frustrate his policy. Ilastings, through the personal
intervention of Sir John Day, seems to have tried to preval on
Francis to come to some accommodation, but without success, and
on the 3rd July he wrote the celebrated hostile minute which
provoked the duel, -

Though written and dated on 3rd July, it was not made use of
for about eix weeks. The reason of this delay was probably due
to the illness of Francig, who under the above date has this entry
in his jourmal:—*July 3rd. . . Feeling the approach of a
fever very strong upon me, about noon very ill and forced to go
to bed.” “4th. Worwse. H. goes up the river with Mrs. H.”

Hastings knowing what the resalt of his minute must be, deter-
mined probably to wait for Francis’s recovery, and meantime to take
Mrs. Hastings out of the way.

Both he and Francis also expected despatches in August announe-
ing whether or not Hastings was to be continued in the Government ;
this, t0o, may have suggested to him the desirability of waiting. In
the local newspaper the Governor-General’s departure. from the
Presidency is chronicled-—Sooksagur being given as his destination,
accompanied by the intelligence that, on his journey up the Hooghly,
he was saluted with twenty-one guns from the Danish and Dutch
Settlements of Serampore and Chinsurah. On Monday, the 14th
of Aungust, Hastings returned to Calcutta and wrote to his wife
whom he left with the Governor of Chinsurah: ¢ I have seen
nobody and heard nothing. But Ihavea letter from Madras which
mentions the arrival of the Company’s ships. The only news of
consequence is that it 1s determined that I am to remain as long as
1 choose, but wilh the same associate.” ThewordsI have underlned
most probably indicated to Hastings the hopelessness of carrying
on the Government barmonicusly, aud the conviction that the con-
test hetween him and his associate must now be d outrance.—The
minute must no longer be withheld.
~ Francig's journal of this dabe (14th) wecords—* Mr. H. does not
aterm 1] the eveninz. No Council. At night [aceive his minute,
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which he says he had reserved tjll my return, with a private
note,”'¥ |

Hastings’s minate is long ; it will be sufficient to give an extract
or two from the most provocative paragraphs in it. Though called
forth by & minnte {rom two of hig colleagues, he avowedly treats
the latter as salely that of Francis, -

‘* I did hope iliat the intimation cotiveyed in my last minute wourld
have awakenied in Mr. Francig’s breast, it it were susceptible of such
sensations, a consciwusness of the faithless part which he was acting
towards wme. I have been disappointed, and must now assume a plainer
style and louder tone. 1Inp a word, my objections do not apply to the
special matter of his minutes, to which I shall separately reply, but to
the spirit of opposition which dictated them.” , 7 777

‘e ]l;y the sanction of this engagement and the liberal professions
which accompanici it, I was seduced Lo part with the friend (to whose
GORCIOUs Support steadfastly yielded in 1 course of s1X years I am in-
debted for the existence of the ljttla power which Ihave ever possessed
in that long and disgraceful period) to throw myself on the werey of
Mr. Francis, and on the desperate hazard of his mtogrity. My auth Ority
for the opinions 1 have declared concerning Mr. Francis depends ony
facts which have passed within my own knowledge, 1 Judge of his
public eonduct by my experience of his private, which 1 have found
to be void of truth and honour, This is a severe charge, but tewper-
ately and deliberately made, from the firmg persuasion that I owe this
justice to the public and myself as the only redress to both, for arti-
fices of which T havo been g victim, and whicl threaten to mvolve their
interests with disgrace and ruin. 'The oniy redress for a fraud for
which the law has made ne nrovision is the exposure of i,

The Governor-General, as we have seca, sent a cony of this minute
to Francis on the evening before the Couneil day on which it was
to be officially read, because he gudged it « unbecoming o surprise
hnm with a minute at the Couneil table,t or to send it first to the
secretary,”

What happerned on its being read we learn from Francis's Journsl.
“ August 15, Revenue Board. When it was over I took him into a
vrivate room and read to him the following words ;—

* In some Chancery proceedings, taken against Haatings in 1504, it appears
‘“ that abont the month of July, 1780, he applied to & woalthy native # telling
bim that he was in great want of the sum of three lakhs of Bicea rapess.” Hae
got the loan, paid by instalments. 'The coincidence of hisbainﬁin urgent need
of funds when he knew that a duel must tollow his plain speaking io Francis,
sugprests the iuea, I think, that he may with this loan have ocobtemplated an
additionsl provision for his wife in case of his death, A copy of the judgment
in the Chancery <ase ia given in M, Beveridge's Nunda Kumar. .

t The Council Ifouss where this scene oocurred was that shown in Wood's
wmap of 1784, 4.e., at the N.E. corner of Conteil.hanke e o 10 ¥ 0od
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i ¢ My, Hastings,—1 am pre paring a formal anawer t¢ the paper you
qent to e Jast night.  As soon a2 it can e finished, I shall lay it
hefore youl. Bub you mus, be sensible, sir, that no answor 1L can give
to the matter of that paper Gl be adequeie to the dishonour done e
by the surms ¥0M have made use of.  You have left me no alternative
but v demand personal gatisfuction of you for the affronts yon have
offured me.’ A3 soon a8 { hact read the preceding words to Mr. Haas-
tings, he said ‘ ho expocted ihe lemand and was ready to answer it "

A place and time of mecting were fixed hefore they parted.
Francis further writes in his diury on the same day that he * men-
tions the affair to Watson, who happens to dine with me; hs
agrees 1o provide pistols in order to prevent suapieions.” Colenel
 Watzon wax the chief engineer atb Fort William, Mi. Hustings
engagod the «orvices of Colonel DPearse, the Cominandant of
Artillery, to whom he wrote on the evening of the 15th August,
asking him to breakiast tho pext morning. He then, after enjoin-
ing secrecy, asked Colonel Pearse to be hie second in a hostile
meeting which had been arranged for between him and Mr. Francis
t5¢ Thursday morning, the 17th of Augnst, The entryin Francis's
journal for the 16th of August 18—

¢ Enuployed in settling my affairs, burning papers, &o., in case of
the worst—dull work.””

That for the Tith—

¢« Aprived at the grovnd near Belvedere near an hour before Mr. H.,
wlio comes about BIX with folonel Pearse.  Watson marks out a dis-
tance about fourteen COIMNON -achs, the same he said at which Mr.
Fox and Mr. Adam stord.™ My pistol missing fire, I changed 15 ; we

 — _ —  —————
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uilding then called Accountaut-General's ofice, now the Treasury, The old
Government House atood as now hetween O1d Qourt-house Street and Council-
house Street, but did not oxtend so far weat as the present Government House
Joos, the Council House intervening between the former and Council-house
Sereet,  In other words, the Coumecil Houss and Government Houze wore
togetber on the grousd now formioy the Government House enclosnre, the
former being west of the Jatter. There was an older Council House still which
was condemned in 1764, a8 il adapted for the “ privacy which ir often requisite,”
Tradition, I -lo not know with what truth, p'aces the older Ciogneil House,
month of the Exchange, on & site nowoecupied by the office of the private secres
tury to the Viceroy.

# The allucion to Fox and Adam’s duel, which impressed itsell on the mem-
ory both uf Colonel Watson and Mr, Traneis, shows that, among the English
in 1ndia, the standard of propriety or fashion in most things was regulated
then, s3 now, by the customs prevailing 1n England, and especially in high life
in England. The account of the duel which determined the guestion of
distance betweun the combatants at Alipore could only have receutly arrived
in Calcutts, ss it was fought on 99th November, 1779, Fox was attended by
hia friend Fitzpatrick, son of |L¢:-rd Ossory, and Adaia by Major Mackenzie

. T - S .
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then fired together, and I was wounded and fell: thought my back:"
bone was broken, and of course that I could not wurvive it, * -

Sir Elijah Impey writes on the same day to g friend -

“ This morning Mr. Hastings and Mr. Franeis fought with pistols ;
they hoth fired at the same time. Mr. Francis’s ball missed, but that
of Mr. Hastings pierced the right side of Mr. Franeis, but was pre-
vented by a rib, which turned the ball, from entering the thorax. It
went obliquely upwards, passed the backbone without ip juring it, and
was extracted about an inch on the lefs side of it. The wound is of no
consequernce, and he is in no danger, ™

Colonel Pearse, who was Hastings' sccond, and whose detailed
account of the duel has heen published, * says ;- ‘

““ The next morning, Thursday, August 17, 1 waited on Mr. Hastings
1n my chariot to carry him to the place of appoimntment. When we
arrived there we found My, Francizs and Colonel Watson walking toge-
ther, and therefors, soon after we alighted, I looked at my watch and
mentioned sloud that it was half-past five, and Franeis looked at kis
and said it was near six. This induced me to tell him thar my watel)
was set by my astronomical elock to solar time, The placa they were
a6 Was very improper for the business ; it was the road leading to Al
pore, at the crossing of it through a double row of trees that formerly
ﬁaod been a walk of Belvedere Garden, on ihe wostern side of the
house.  Whilst (olonel Watson went, by the desirs of My, Francis, to
feteh his pistols, that gentleman proposed to go asids from the road
into the walk : hut Mr. Hastings disapproved of the place, bacause it
was Tl of weeds and dark The road itself was next menftionsd,
but was thought by everybody too public, as it wus noar riding time
ad people might want to 188 that way ; it was therefore agreed to
walle towards Mr, Burwell's honse (the present Kidderpore Orphanage
Asylum} on an old rosd that separated his ground from Belvedere
(since the official vesidiuce of the Lieutcnant-Governor of Bengal),
and tefore he (we?) had gone fur, a retired dry spot was chosen us
proper place. -

““As soon as the suitable Placy was selected.” continues Colonel
Poarse, “I procee lod to load Mr. Hastings’s pistols ; those of Mr.
Francis wore already loaded.  When T had delivered one to Mr, Hag-
tings and Colonel Watson had doma the same to Mr. Francis, finding
ti.o gentlemen were Linth acquuintsd wish the modes usnall}_r obseryed
olt those cecasions, T iook the Liberty to tell them that, if ¢
hx their distanc., it was the husiness of the seconds to measure it,
Colenel Watson namediately mentisned that Fox and Adam had taken
fourteen pacos, and he recommended the distance, Mr. Hastings
obrerved . was a great distance for pistols ; but as no actual objection

* Reprodured in Vol. IL., Calcutta Review.
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was made to it, Watson measnred and I counted. When the gentle-
men had got to their ground, Mr. Hustings asked Mr. Francis if he
tond before the line or behind it, and being told behind the mark, bhe
aaid he would do the same, and imediately took his stand. I then
told them it was a rule that neither of them were to quit the ground
¢l they had discharged their pistols, and Colonel V¥atson proposed
. thab both should fire together without taking any advantage. Mr

Fastings asked if he meant théy ought to fire by word of command,
and was told he only mesnt they ‘should fire together as nearly as
conld be. These preliminaries were all agreed to, and both parties
presented ; but Mr. Francis raised his hand and again came down to the
present ; he did so a second time, when he came down to his present—
which was the third time of doing so—he drew his trigger, but his
powder* being damp, the pistol did rot fire. Mr. Hastings came down
from his ({iI‘EHEI‘lt o give Mr, Francis thne 10 rectify his priming, and
this was done out of a cartridge with which I supplied him upon finucd-
ity they had uo spare powder. Again the gentlemen took their stands,
both presented together, and Mr. Francis fired. Mr. Hastings did the
anmoe at the distance of time equal to ihe countiny of one, two, thieo
distinctly, but not greater. ‘His shot took place.. Mr. Francis stag-
gered, and, in attempting to sit down, he foll and said he was a dead
ian. Mr. Hastings hearing this, cried out, ¢ Good God ! 1 hope not,’
and immediately went up to him, as did Colonel Watson, but I ran s
call the servants.”

Another parb of Colonel Pearse’s narrative says i—

¢« When the pistols were delivered by the seconds, Mr. Francis said
he was quite unacquainted with these matters, and had uever fired a
pistol in his bfe, and Mr. Hastings told him he believed he had no
adlvantage in that respect, as be could not roenilect that he had ever
iired a pistol #bove once oT twice.” Alzo—< While Mr, Franciz was
lying o the ground he taid Mr. Hastings, in consequenes of something
which he said, that be best knew how it affected bis aflars, and that he
had better take carc of himself, to which Mr. Hastings answered that
he heped and believed the wound was not mortal, but that if any un-
fortunate accident should happen, it wzs his intention immediately to
surrender himself to the Sheri LY

When Franeis was shot, Colonel Pearse says .« ran io call the
cervanis aad o order a sheet io be brought to bind up the wound.
1 was absent xbout two minutes. On my return I found Mg
Hastings standing by iy Frapcis, but Colonel Walson was guno
to feteh o cot or palapquin from Belvedore to carry him to tOwn.
YWhen the sheet was brought, Mr. Masbings awd myseH hound it

- ———r—. =y L .. — r—  — L — . . = —— —

> sovvemporary (G. F {}rand) says in his parrative: “ The secondd

Laired the powder for their respective frisnds.”
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around his body, and we had the satisfaction. to find it (a'z) was-
1ot in & vital part, and Mr. Francis agreed with me jn-aminion us.
80CD a8 it was mentioned. T offered to attend him {0 tows: in my
carriage, and Mr. Hastings urged him to go, ag m carriago was
remarkably easy. -Mr. Francis agreed to go, and . therefors, when
the cot came, we proceeded towards the chariot, but were: stopped
by a deep, broud ditch, over which we could not earry the cot ; for
this reason Mr. Francis was cogveyed to Belvedere.” I
~ The place originally fixed for the meeting probably corresponds
to the second gate (from the western side) leading into Belvedere
compound, Franeis proposed to turn aside into what was ssemingly
8 disused, overgrown walk of Belvedere, close to their left ; bat
Hastings, who, apparently, meant to do mischief that morni
(witness his remark about the fourteen paces and his deliberation
tn firing his pistol), and therefore wished to see clearly, objected
on the score of the weeds and darkness caused by the overhanging
- trees. Somebody then- proposed the main Alipore road, but he
was ontvoted by all the others. Colenel Pearse does not say
(although thére weroe only four of them present) who the
individual was who had so little regard for appearances as tc
s.ggest the public road ; possibly it was his own principal, the
daﬁight—luving Hastings. After this proposal was rejected,. they
turned to their right into the cross-road leading to the west, snd
from which branched off, as we venture to assume; the “old
road ” already alluded to. - i ‘?’% .'
It 18 evident they could not have been far from where-
the carriages, as it may be presumed the servants, from' the eslling
of whom Colonel Pearse returned in “two minutes,” wers pyees
and perhaps a chapprassi or iwo, and Belveders must havs heen
close at hand, since Colonel Watson himself went there to fetck 2
cot, leaving the two combatants by themselves. Wha$. ousitrred.
after the binding with the sheet is not easy to follow. The duel-
lists, on first arriving, drove up to the plage of .appointment.
Why, then, not take the cot back into the ‘tasin road to the
“chariot” by the way which Colonel Peasse hiagd - gope ‘and:
ﬂtumed s0o quickly? The supposition that eceurs 3o me is this:

ey probably thought it prudemt to carty. the wounded man
as little in the carriage as they could, as the cot must have been
eagler for him; they therefors directed the carringe to' po on
towards Alipore bridge, meaning o ke & eliort- and disgonal cut
acrosa country with the ooty apd plck ap the carriage at the
“Belvedero aide- of tite hridas; ao 4isy procseded through the low
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marshy ground in the direction of the present Hermitage compound
and the Zoological Giardens, till they were pulied up by & deep
watercourse, a very likely thing to meet in the height of the rainy
seagon. There they had to retrace their steps, and finally emerge
" by the cross-road into the main-road, where they had first assembled.
Mr. Francis was probably in much pain and weakness by this time,
and was eounselled to give up the idea of going into town, but to
make for the nearest port—Belvedere. Uunless records or trusi-
“worthy tradition point to another locality, I am inclined to think
that the compound of No. 5, Alipore Road, holds near iis northern
boundary the eite of this memorable duel. “
The account goes on to say that Hastings and Colonel Pearse
went to Calcutia to the residence of the former * to send assistance -
to meet Francis, but he had been prevailed on fo accept a room at
lvedexe, and there the surgeons, Dr. Campbell, the principal, and
Fesegis, the Governor's own asurgeon, found him. When Dr.

-

- Fapeiigtarued, ho informed the Governor that the wound was
rpab-thital.” % After the first confusion had subsided,” writes
Francis himself, ¢ and after I had suffered great inconvenience from
being carried to a wrong place, 1 was at last conveyed to Major
Foley's* house on & bed.” -
Having escaped Hastings’ bullet in the morning, Franeis had
next to encounter the dangoer of being put to death during the day
by a well-intentioned, but armed and meddlesome man, for he tells
us that *the surgeon arrived in about an hour and-a-half from the
time I was wounded, and cut out the ball and bled me twice in the
course.of the day.”
The next entries in Francis’s journal are--
“ August 17.—Mr. Hastings sends to know when he may visib
me.” '
« August 18.—In these two days the pain I suffered was very
congiderable.”
« August 19.—Desire Colonel Watson to tell Mr. Hastings as
. civilly a8 possible that I am forced to decline his visit.”
« Auygust 24.—Return to Caleutta.”

# 1 have a suspicion that this name should have been copied * Tolly's”
from Francis's papers, |

+ The entry on 24th disproves the old story so often told in Calcutta, viz.,
that the late Mrw. Ellerton remembers sesing Francis in & palanquin crossing
over the bridge at Tolly’s Nulla “all bloody from the duel.” It is certain that

Freancis did not cross Alipore bridge for & week after the duel. 8he msy,
- e S T T R e N ra . omwie e dv whn wan auch & suriogs

1 .
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The aceount concludes with a formal assuranse that:* bokhphstist
behaved as became gentlemen of their high rank and atution. Mt
Hastings seemed to be in a state of such pe tranguillity, thit a
spectator would not have supposed that he was about &b setioh out
of the common course of things, and Mr. Francis's deportment was
such as did honour to his firmness and resolutfon.” - - .- i ik

Warren Hastings, writing a few days afterwards y his frisnd,
Lawrence Sulivan, says :—* I hope Mr. Francis does net think of
assuming any merit from this silly affair, I have been ashamed

that I have been an actor in it, and I dsclare to you upon my honouse:. <

that-such was my sense of it at the time, that I was much distarbed
by an old woman, whose curiosity prompted her to stand by ea.spee- . -
t+trass of o scene so little comprehended by the natives of this part
of the world, and attracted othera of the same stamp from the ad-
jacent villages to partake in the entertainment.” | ;

T subjoin here, a8 being of special interest, three letters from
Warren Hastings to his wife relating io this duel ; they have never
boeen published before that I know of. |

No. 1 is very steadily penned, though written immediately on
his return from the duel. It fully bears out the state of “ perfect
tranquillity ” vouched for by his second.  Like most of his letters
to his wife, it is dated merely with the day of the week.

¢ Culeutta, Thursday morndng. -

-

=
P

¢¢ My DEAREST MaRIAN,—I have desired Sir John Da¥ to inform .
on that I have had a meeting this morning with Mr. ndisy WHD -
Eaa recaived a wound in his side, but I hope not dangerous. & gkaxl
know the state of it preseatly and will write $o you again, Ha-la gt
Belvedere, and Drs. Campbell and Francis are hoth gone to atieng iim
ihere. -1 am twell and unhurt. But you must be content $0, Thesir- this.

Jink between old and modern Indian days, died ouly in 1858, Hor 8
South Park Street Cemetery is quite close to that of Sir W, Jomew, "~ In he
memoirs of Carey, by Dr. George Smith, is the following pasengs abott hee ;—
« Corrie (first Bishop of Madras) married the daughterof Mirs. Ellertets, who
knew Sirampore and Carey well. 1t was Mr. Ellerton who, whea an’ foudige
planter st Malds, opened the first Bengali school, snd made thy st bk
translating the Bible into that verpacular.” Not loga.
Bishop Wilson, whose gﬁmtssha Was, }wrot; :: her “
Henry Martyn's pagoda ( iram Ry T ﬂdﬂmﬂd
and Ghyrretty Ghat and house IP:r;ir Eyre Coote's Sikoe 3-the spoiank @over-
nor of Chinsurs snd his fat Dutch wife sve olill Bu:her soind, < When she
visited him with her first husband (sho. was then siftesn), the o Dutchmsn
eried ont, *Oh, if you would find'mse woch & skos VW 1 woﬂﬁﬁﬂm
“n Wﬂ_ mpm."' e ;_..!;__-'.-._} , ST : . -- .

* The Advooate-Goneral
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from me; you cannot see me, I cannot leavé Calcutta while
| . Fragcis is in any danger. But I wish you io stay at Chinsura.
1 hﬂ e in a few days to have ye pleasure of meeting you there. Make
my cuml)t.a to Mr. Ross, but do not mention what has passed. My
Marian, you have mupled all my thoughts for these two days past
and unrenuttedly.

‘“ Yours ever, my most beloved, -
“W. H.”

“ Thursday evening.

“My BELDVED Marran,—I despaiched a letter to you t]:us morning at:
seven o’clock under cover of one to Sir John Day, whom I desired to
break the subject of it to you before he delivered it, that you might
not be a.la.rmecd by any sudden report of what sed hetween Mr.
Francis and me this morning. T hope you. ra:::ewed it. before dinuer,
as the hurkaru had strict injunctions to be quick, and thege was no

-other riek of the letier missing you, but that l}f Sir John's having left
Ohingura or being out of the way. 'I have now the pleasure to te yuu
‘Bt Mr. in no manner of danger, the havi
Aogh &rmﬂar part of his back juat "below the ahoufdar, but;
i ponetrating or injaring any of the bones. Ax you say, Who
Irsiows what may -happen ; who can look into the needs of time, &e.
¥ ’hﬂﬁ sent the rice to poor Naylor, but 1 fear it is too late for diet or
medicine to do him sorvice. Mr. Motte* will return you your key.
I have also given him in charge your hundred gold mohurs which you
desired me to carry with me. I am obliged to sta.y in Calcutta at Iaaat.
until Mr, F. 13 known to be free from all danger, lest my absence
should be called a flight, so that I cannot join you this week but do
not !t this bring you to Calcutta before the tuue you have ﬁxed for
your returm,

““I an well and the remuins of the influenza are scarcely perceptible
about my ancles (sic). You do not tell me how you are. Do not pre-
sime upon your good appetite, and be abstemicus at night.— Adien,

. ‘““ Yours very affectionate,
. Wmamn Hasrings.”

* This name often occurs in the private oorregpondence of Hastings, Mr.
Motte wan a free merchant ; in 1766 he undertook a journey to the diamond
mines in Orissa by direction of Clive, and wrofe an account of it, He after-
wards lived at Benares, and moved thence to Hooghly, where the Hastings
used to visit M. Motte, who was a great friend of Mzs, Hastings. For zome
time Mr., Motte held a police appointment in Calcutta, where his name is atill
preserved in “ Mott's Lnna " About that time he must have got into ﬁmuinl
difficultice, a8 in 1731 there is an advertisement in the newspaper
meeting of his creditors. Amongst the Impey manuscripts in the Bntuh
Mmum there is & petition from Mr. Motte written from tke Calentta Jail in
1783, in which this friend of the G’u?emur-Generaln begl thnt hll craditoﬂ

L7 ___-_.l. t _  we  ow s om
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Did I tell you that I had a lotter from Soott, who mentions his m |
ng young Touchet, my lion zebra all In ect health, Pray teli Mrs.
Motte so., Calcutta is horridly damp and dismal besides,

““ Caloutta, Friday moming.

“ My pEarR MarIAN,—I have received yours. You must not be
angry ; perhaps it is best that what has passed has pessed, and it may
be productive of future good. My desite that you would not leave
(hinsura proceeded only from the apprehension lest, by a precipitate
departure, your spirits might be agitated and your health affected by
not chusing (si¢) proper seasons and making the fit preparation for
your voyage. Do now as you please. You will find me here free from
both sickness, anxiety, and trouble ; and if you chuse to stay longer
where you are, you may have the same satistaction of knowing that 1
am so. Mr, Francis continues well and I pronounce his cure certain.
Poor Naylor is dead.* Will you let Sir J. Day know that there is no
reason for his returning to town. -

T will write Lo him myself. I am sorry to hear Lady Day is sics ;
my compts. to her, to Bibby Motte, and Mr. Ross, .

| ““ Yours ever,
W, B
You are much obliged to Col. Pearse.t

—— - R - - . - -
—— LN W CE—— e— = = e - - - . - —_—

* Bes Apvendix L.

t Colonel Thomas Deane Pearse, of the Artillery, who died a few miles up
the lionchly, where ho went for changa of air, in June, 1789. His body was
brought to U'sicutta and buried in South Park Street Cemetery, where the
tomb is still to be seen. The newspaper of the day says that eight officers
eane from Barrackpore to carry the body to the grave, but arrived too late,
Lord Cornwallis was present at the funeral, or, as the local chronicler puts 1t,
“ F1is Lordship attended and drop’t a tear with the crowd.”



| CHAPTER VL
PHILIP FRANCIS AND HIS TIMES,
&
4,-—HoME AND Socian Lirg, 1774-1780.

(L)

UxpEer this heading it is proposed to say something about the
general routine of life in Caleutta during and about the period
that I’hilip Franeis sojourncd there, keeping him as the ceniral
figure, so to say, of the society wlose sayings and doings aud
amusings, &c¢., may come under review.

 Culled from many sources, the contents of the next chapter or
two must necessanly, I iear, be of a rambling, discursive nature.

In thus gossiping upon the social life of Francis and his Caleutta
cotemporaries it may be interesting to see, as a preliminary, whether
there are any data which would help us to say where he resided.

~ In his own and hLis brother-in-law’s letters allusions are found to
three houses cecupled by Francis. Thuy, in the December of the
year of their arvival, i.e.,in 1774, Macrahie writes 1—* The expenses
of this scitlement arc beyond all conception.  Mr, F'w—— pavs £500
a year for a large. but rather mean house like a harn, with hare
walls and not a single gl window.” 1 have foned no clue to
the whereabouts of this house.

The same authoriiy writes thaf, by the following February,
Francis had purchased what Macrabie calls a “ Lodge” in the
neighbonrhood of Calcutta, which, he suys, * eonsisis of a spacious
hall and fomr chambers, surrounded by a verandah and c¢olonnade,
and =iands in the midst of twenty aores of ground, pleasant to the
bast dcgree,”  In another letter Lie says that Franeis ¢ talks alreads
of quitting Caleutta, or of having ouly s small house by way of
office an:dl dressing-room. None but friends to be adwitted here
(the Luodge): Lady Lipey yesterday, Lady Annc and Colonel

- Ty e e W an  — T

T e — - — — - ——— ——r

* A lady, writing from Calcutta in 1733, says (—* Glass is 8 dear com-
modity in (Calentta, and imported solely from England; on which account
& ol

the Governor's house is almost the only one that can boast that distinetion.”
Venetisns and windows of cane-work were mostiy in vogue, '




HOME AND SOCIAL LIFE - 121

Monzon to-day.” The Lodge so described I believe to be on the
site of the house Lm-f?.u}'siﬁd for many years as the official residence
uf the Cotlecior of tue 24-Pergunahs.

As Mr. Franciz hought f"lb Lodge in 1775, and sold it to Mr.
tavius for Rs. 30.000 in April, 1780, it is not likely that he lived
in any other subarban residence durmg his sojourn in India. In
Colonel Call's map, dated 1786, the names of the residents in
many of the suburhan houses are given, and that of Mr. Francis
s attached to the house on the site indicated. The present house
15 & doublesstoried one, therefore the ¢ Lodge” musi have been
“added to or rebuilt, as from Macrabie’s description it waa originaily .
a bunzalow, but on an ample scale, as Messrs. Livius and Collings
lived there with Francis for a time,

It 18 evident that the Lodge stood on low marshy ground, such
as the neighbeurhood of Tolly’s Nullah might have been expected
to be, from the following letler addressed to Francis by some

humnorrus fellow (signing lhimself D), who had been reading
Pliny's Ipistles :—

¢t 3lst Murch, 1779.—1 was in pursuit of you last night near twe
hours without success. I went first to your * willa infer prdudes,” whete
I found not the amallest vestige of society. I tlien returncd £ tows,
and, quittimg my chariot, I took to iny litter and procecded 1 it to
your housée near the Capitol, where, to my utter aswonishment, I found
the same appearance of desertion and desolation., It struck me that
you might bave repassed the Rubicon, and with your siaves have gone
again upon some private plan of pleasuras into Cis-alpine Gaul %t €.y
Chandernagore). While [ was ruminating upen these things, a Ligu-
rian tax-gatherer (Maerabie), whom I rmnmuber to have seen samon
our followers, informed me that, having been forced by certain putri
xhalations from the marshes m which your vitla stands to dlsoontmua
mr weekly symposium there, and having at a late meeting at Nasi-
anus drank {oo deeply of I alernian , yolu t had retired with two females
ontemplation and Temperance), with whom you had been very late
ade acquamt-;d to the gardens of Rufillus (Livius), near the fourt
me on the Falernian “fay to enjoy with him and his
troniug Macer (Watts), the feast of reason and the flow of soul, or
~epareyourself for the more momentous matter that may be dabated
1¢ Senate this day,” &c.

1 wonld seem, however, that Francis did not cmlt-ent Jiimself
th a small housc in town for an office, &c., from this entry in
acrabie’s journal :—

““ st Felruary, 1776. —Weo have at last engaged a capital house,
best in town ; but such a rent] £100 a month is SNOIMOUS ;
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neighbour Collings and 1 must cortribute towards 1t.” And Francis
sayd, 4 month later, in a Jetter to John Burke (—*¢ Here I live, master
. of the finest house in Bengal, with a hundred servants, a covatry
house, and spacious yardens, horses and carrisges, yet so perverse is
:ny nature, that the dovil take me if I woald not cxchange the best
dinner and the best company Y ever saw in Bongul for a boefsteak and
claret at the Horn, aud let me choose my company.”

Whers was this vaunted house? It 15 stated by & witness ol 2
tital in Calcutta in 1778, in which Francis was a principal, that
lie recogmized the defendant as “ Mr, Francis, who Lved Lehing
the Playhonse.” The Playhouse referred to was one which stood
in the bI(.‘Iﬂb now cuiled “ New China Bazar,” behind (north of})
Writer’s Buildings.* A reference to old maps shows that the
house (apparently a very large one)standing about this time nearest
.y the theatre, on the north, is one at the corner of Old Fort
(Ghaut Strect and Clive Street; there 18 ne house near it, awd
ils site exactly corresponds -with that now occupied by the
Oriental Bank.

-Tradition assigns this as the site of the house lived in by Clive,
whanue Clive Street derives its name,

In the absence, therefore, of any direct evidence to tho contrary,
the probability 1s great that this was “ the finest house in Bennal ?
for which Francis paid 1000 rupees a month, Here he gave his
dinners and halls, and Lers, oo, we may suppose he spent the
day before his duel with Hustings, in horning papers which it is
not unlikely could hive thrown much light on the Junins question -
and here he wis brought wounded a w vek aftor the dusl i

In the Jast wntnr; work occupied mach less of the Furo
pean’s time in Calcutta than now. The young civilian, for instane
went to office during the het weather from 9 am. fo ¥
and during the cooler months from 1O to 1.30, and again {re
7.30 to 9 in the ovening. 'When a despateh had o be se.
to England special attendance in the evening was enjoiped. T
casy-goiny pacet+ of the official rank and file was adopted b;r

e M —————— g el B T ] ———

* This was known as the * New Playhouse.” Mr, Ii, C, Stu:ndnle, i
very curious and useful historical account of the Caleutta Collectorate,
the pottah of the criginal grant of land (1st Juune, 1775H), on which it
built by private subseription. The off theatre was in Lall Bazaur, on
sonth side ; Williamson, the auctioneer, or, as he aiyled himseif, ¥ Ve
Maaster,’”’ ret up there afterwardes. |

+ Chief Justice Impey writes to his brother : —** I fake great care to -



HOME AND SOCIAL LIFE, - -

rest of the community. The periodic arrival and departups of 4lis ,
Europe ships gave a temporary stimulug to all business, and @en
the comfortable jogtrot was resumed. The comr 5 |

amount of routine work to be got through admitted of s iy
rational allotment of time for public or other duties, and for soekk
reireshment than prevails in these busy days, BRI
A very good idea of how an ordinary day was disposed of ean
be gathered from the letters of Miss Sophia Goldborne and of Mg,
Fay, written from Caleutta in the time of Warren Hastings, and -
from diaries and letters preserved by Philip Francis, and from gther
similar and cotemporary sources, = If we follew & day’s routiem,~
some obsolete old customs and fashions will be brought into view, = :
~ The early morning ride or walk was taken by the generality of
the men and by some of the ladies, just as now. .4 light breakfast
came off about 9, or earlier. « The fashionable undress, except in
the article of being without stays (and stays are wholly unworn in
the East) is much in the English style, with large caps or otherwise,
a8 fancy dictates. No care or skil) i left unexerted to render the
appearance easy and graceful, a necessary circumstance (adds Miss
- Goldborne), as gentlemen in the course of their morning excursions
confinually drop in, who say the prettiest things imaginable with
an air of truth that wins on the credulity and harmonizes the
heart,” L
Two o'clock was the usual hour for dinner ; in Woa f
for-this “ the fivseur formed the person anew.” Those  who
did not wear ornamented caps had artificial flowers ‘“ intermrized

i

Yith their tresses.” Powder was used in great quantities on the hair, -
~ atlemen generally sat down in white Jackets.* In descrihing :
dinner the lady last quoted 8ays :—- A

To every plate are set down two glasses ; one pyramidal (like hob-.
glasses in England), for Ioll shrub (8cilicet, claret) ; the othor a.
non sized wineglass for whatever beverage is most agreeabls. - Ba.
‘R every two persons is placed a decanter of water and tumbler for
ating at pleasure. Hosts of men on all occagjons present themnelyes
linner, but the sexes are blended (I will not say in pairs, for the
L are out of all proportion to the female world) 30 as to aid the puy-
8 of gallantry and good humour. . . . . e e e
attention and court paid to me was astonishing. My smile was
meaning, and my articulation melody ; in aword, mirrors are almost

* It waa not till Lord Wellesley's time that white clothlsig began %o be
oconsidered tro undress for publio ocoasions, and thaé cloth ‘csime into gexteral
use. So writes Lord Valentia, . e e T

L
-
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aseless at Calcutta, and self-adoration idle, for your looks are re
in the pleasure of the beholder, and your claims to first-rato distinc-
tion confirmed by all who approach you.

‘that period, insomuch that it is no infrequent thing for each man to
despatch his three bottles of claret, or two of white wine, before they
break up.” '

This young lady was a fresh arrival, and was a member of an
official’s household who saw a good dzal of company ; one is no,
therefore, surprised at her remarking that ‘¢ wine is the heaviest
family article, for whether it is taken fashionably or medicinaliy,
avery lady (sven fo your humble servant) drinks at least a bottle per
diem, and the gentlemen four times that quantity.” Nor to learn,

. that after such potations « the ladies at Calcutta retire (after dinner)
- DA S0 enjoy their private chat, for to aleep is the object of their .
aililae anid - the occupation of their time—a refreshment that alone

.

) o them to appear with animation . In the evening.
ity both ladies and gentlemen entirely undress and repose

-

on their beds in tht same tnanner 58 at the midnight hour, and on_
. awakening are & second time M&Wﬁﬁﬁfﬁr’é@w
" thus a second time in the twenty-four hours came forth armed atall

points for conguest. P |

‘At sunset Calcutta became alive again ; society went out for 1ts

airing ; those who could not afford vehicles walked amongst the trees

-nd shrubs round the great tank in Lall Diggee, or on the ramparts of

the old Fort. The more prosperous went in chariots and phatons of

Tnglish build. Ladies of fon, we're told, adopted the latter,

« always make a point of having & gentleman companion who 1

ot his ease, the office of managing the reins, &c., being Wh

assumed by the lady —the horses finely set out with silver nel

guard their necks. from insects, and roins elegantly decorated.

finish the whole a kittesaw (a kind of wmbrella) is suspended

unfrequently over the lady’s head, which gives her the true Eas

* The hair dresser was indispensable in tbose days of powder and pome
not only for ladies, but for gentlemen too, who twice daily passed unde
hands. The lowest pay which & native hair-dressey got Was two ¥
monthly, but in msny instanced it ranged much higher; each genil
antertained the services of & hair-dresser as well as of a * shaving-barlbae’
There were two Frenchmen settled in Calcutts as hair-dressers. O
of them, M. Malvaist, charged two gold mohurs monthdy . for drosaing Indios
hair ; the other, M. Sive}, charged eight mmhhﬂiﬂ for onm hair-cul

snd four ru for hair-dreseing, and half: mﬂ’nﬁﬁw&

T
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ur of appearance.” The roads in and about Caleujls ware rex

%:ﬂcllnﬁhat along the river did not yet exist. The * Cotams m,g |
only drive, but the dust, for which it was remarkable, teripered the
enjoyment of an airing taken therg. Many resorted to the ziver
for its cooling breezes, though its Burface and its banks must have.
presented many unsavoury sights. Private budgerows and pinuaoes,
many-oared and of a size and magnificence not often seen now,
were then in fashion. Whole families went for theijr avening
alring in them. Some carried bands of music. - The gilded youth
of the period rather affected being attended by an African slave or
two from Bourbon or Mauritius (called Coffres), who to their pther
accomplishments added that of being able to play on the Frerich horn. :
On return from the Course, tea or coffee was served in every
house. Formal and friendly visits were paid at this sensible hour,

each visit being very short, as s lady would, perhaps, have several
to pay, and then to hasten home to receive her own ecallers.
(zentlemen also were allowed to make their calls in the evening,
J’after tea, and if asked to lay aside their hats it was understood
Y

L

that they were invited to stay for supper. This was generally
announced at ten o’cloek, cards or music filling up the interval ;
the company generally broke up about midnight. “In ten minutes
after your return home,” writes Macrabie, * the servants desert and
leave you to your meditations.” et

This entry in the Secretary’s diary tells what the social ﬂw
and suppers were like, viz. :— - B

“ November 3 (A party at the Claverings).—We have been in the
heart of the enemy’s camp. The whole house of Barwell, with Sir
Impeg and Lady. We wanted only the Governor to make it complebe,

““ Kntre nows, the evening was stupid enough, and the supper de-
testable ; great joints of roasted goat, with endless dishes of oo fish,
With respect to conversation, we have had three or four songs
screached to unknown tunes ; the ladies regaled with cherrybrandy,
and we pelted one another with bread-pills a la mode do Bengal.,”

It was probably the suppers which were accountable for this
entry :— o
“ September 15, 1775.—This bile is the devil, Mr. Francis has
another attack of it, and has headache and fever. I will make him
dine quietly at homre, though we are invited to a card and su
. He says he cannot be sick, with any degree of comfort, unless
18 dear wife is at hand.* - S L

L

* 4] charge yon,” wrote an Ame:iﬂﬁ aonﬁnta Francis, when starting for
Tndis, “ not to let Macrabie play the qencwith you, . He is & mighty man
for physic, and will be offering you doses every day : but don’t you take them,

1t you do he will work you to death before you get to Fort Wi #
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o the Caleutta Sunday in the olden time, Miss old-
borne's letiers disclose a privilege allowed to gentlemen which
wonld seem to have been highty valued. It may be premised that

-+

the church which <he refers to was the room ™h the old fort seb
adide for tho purpose. She calls it “ a ground-tloor, with arrange-

inent of plain pews.” T4 lay between the remains of the gateway

and the Black Hole, and was used (under orders of Governinent in
1760) as 8 chureh for over twenty-five years, though much %00 '
small for the ‘nereasing congregation.

¢« ] have been ab church in my new palanguin (the mode of genteel
conveyance) where all ladies are approached by sanction of ancient
custom by all gentlemen ipdiscriminately, known of anknown, with
hands to conddct them 0 their seat. Accordingly, those

iah to-~change their cond@itign (which between our-

cld fellows} on hearing of & ship’s arrival make &

to this holy dome and eagerly tender their services

" Tike most nEW arrivals in Indie, Francis and his friend were

exercised at the number of servanis that inexorable custom
planted on them, The remarks Wrung from Macrabie on this head
have lost none of their force and appropriatensss after the lapse of
more than & century :— |

¢¢ Opne hundred and ten servants to wait upon 2 family of four
people, and yeb We re economists ! Oh monstrous ! Teil me if this
land does nob want weeding! - . . - - The domestic CAIes
in this eountry to the person who thinks it in the least degree esson-
tial to his welfare that bills should be oxamined before they are paid,
and that servants who are born and bred rogues should cheat within
some degree of moderation, will find full emplnjment for his faculties.

To superntend this tzibe of devils and their geveral departments we
have a nuUMEerous coilection of banyans, chief and subordinate, with
their train of clerks, who fill & large room, and are constantly em loyed
in controlling of snther conniving ab each others accounts. &ﬂ AT
cheated in every article both within and without doors. . . -« ¢ °
My greatest comfort i8 to turn them o1l out and loek the doors.
These brutes possess every btad quality except drunkenness and. inso-
lence : indeed they make full amends for the first by stupefying them-
solves with chewing bang, and their want of the other 18 protty well

supplied by & most provoking gravity snd indifference.”

The Court of Directors struggled hard against the tendency on
the part of their employées 10 entertain many servanis and to
the parv OF 7% " "o 1757 they directed that a_junior ciyikian

- - Ry B uﬁl’i a ﬂ"ﬁi'-nrkl g
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ihat he should not keep a horse, or have & ‘garden - hodse, Bt wear
other than plain clothes. SR

From the earliest days of the English gettlement in Bengal,
servants appear to have been a fertile scurce of worry, and to have
alwoys been adepts at the passive resistance and the organised
combination to injure and annoy, which characterise them, to this
day. In the old proceedings of Government it may be seen that -
this matter was often taken into consideration at the instance of
the inhabitants complaiping of the “insolence and exorhitant wages
exacted by the menial gervants.” T R

A set of rules were drawn up of a very stringent natare for the
mutual observence of master and servauts, Rates of wages were
accurately defined for each class of servants, and to avoid the
market being spoiled by the wealthy or the careless, to the prejudice
of his poorer neighbour, it was ordered that ¢ if any master presurae
to excecd the established rate of wages on any pretence whatever,
he shall be debarred all redress from the Court of Zemindary, and
the protection of the Settlement shal. be withdrawn from him.”
Servants leaving 'without stipulated notice were punished very
. geverelY. |

To show that all the law was not ofythe side of the Kuropeans,
it may be noted that a Mr. Johnson: was visiged with fine for
striking his servant, and- for non-pay many
was cast into prison ; whence he- Oalaone
release, urging that he had been three fzonids
gome gaol, having not the wherewithak:to ‘pay or _
common necessaries of life” In 1788 it was vesolved that an
office be established in Caleutta for keeping a register of all servants,
but it was soon found that the Kuropeans would not take the
trouble to combine for vigorous action; they neglectad to send
their servants for registration, or %0 employ only registered ones;
they lazily preferred to let the old state of things go on, 8o that the
_gervants became literally the masters of the sibuation. Between
1760 and 1787, servants’ wz™es bherame doubled, sad, m many

instances, trebled in amount. \verage rates existing to-day
are pretty much the same as f a hundred years ago. The
reason for this is probably tk ants look aw much to their
gains from picking and stealing © -~ Manviunctionanes -

who have a place in old lists ha

the wig-barber, hookaburdar, .
person relieved his waster of th.

. menta ; his pay was four rupees & . v
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fancied), ¥ Compridor,” who bought the table supplies—pay, nomi-
nal, 7.¢., three rupees ; power of exiortion very enviable. The lady
who wicided the broom had her native appellation tortured into
the composite word * Harry-winch.” Hoer indispensable functions
were appraised at the modest sum of one rupee monthly, or 1n case
of a who'e family, two rupess. | _

It is worth noticing that the designation ¢ punka-puliers ? does
not occur among the lists of scrvants employed at the period with
which we are concerned. ‘The swiuging punka, as in use now,
dates after Francis’ time in India. By comparing various references
to (omestic life in Calcutta at the close of the last century, 1b 15
possible to fix within very narrow limits the date of the introduc-
tion of the hanging punka into India. The letters of Miss (rold-
horne were written about 1783-4, hut were published under the
§itle * Hartly House, Calcutta,” in 1789, In describing 2 dinner,
she says, “ during the whole period of dinner boys with flappers
and fans survound you, procuring you, at least, a tolerably com-
fortable artificial atmosphers” Bui M. L. de Grandpré on his
voyage to Bengal, undertaken in 1789-90, says:

* To chase away the flies and occasion a free circulation of the air,
many houses have a Jarge fan from the ceiling over the eating table,
of a square form, and balanced on an axle fitted to the upper part of
it A servaunt atanding at one end of the room puts it in motion by
means of a cord which s fastened toit, in the same manner as he would
ring a bell. Besides this, there 13 a servant behind the chair of each
o dividual with another kind of fan made of a branch of the palm free.
The stalk serves for a handle, and the leaves fastened together and cut
into & round or square shape give 1t the appearance of a flag. By
those contrivances a littie fresh air is procured.”

These two extracts show that the hanging punka caize in
between 1784 and 1790. The following paragraph, which I found
‘0 the Caleuita Chromicle for Deceniber, 1792 (quoted from the
“ Journal ”), makes it evident that the institution wus in {ull
swing, viz., *“ It is not generslly krown that the punkas which we

suspend in our rooms are ma yriginally introduced into this
country by the Portuguese ; ¢ used to this day in Spain.”
Ti is probable that the use of unka was not extended to the
hed rooms for a por” 77 introduction, and was reserved

ne glossary of * Anglo-Indian Terms,”
some exceedingly curious and interest-
ke wrhiioh show Fhat tha £vtie Anclo-
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Before leaving the subject of servants, a further i,
this head inte the custors of the last century, may b
referriug to the summary mode in which the police dealt w
class (and others) when brought up as offenders.* This -
fairly exemplified by a few ordinary extracts from the .
sheet of the Superintendent of Police in 1778, C. 8. Playdell.

““Jobu Kingwell, against his cook named Runjaney, for run.
away {rom him and beating another servant who had boen engaged
his place. It appears that he had one of hie ears cut off for son.
offence. The present complaint being fully proved—ordered he re.
ceive ten rattars and be dismissed. | -

““ A slave gi-! of Mr. Anderson, Piggy, having again run away from
her master and being apprehended by the Chowkedar—- ordered her
five rattans, and be sent t0 her master, '

“Monleal, a boy, was apprehended by the Pykes of the 8th Division,
The boy Lias been frequently punished in the cutcherry for robbery,
and but a few days since received twenty rattans and was sent over the
water never to return, notwithstanding which he has thought proper to

- — - TTTTER s T R ter—— e L —— e - — m e - ——

Todian pnnkah was known to the Arabe as esrly as the Bth centary! A
young Spavpiard, in whose company I once travelled, told me that the punka
19 an old institution in Seville, where it was introduced, ke thonghé, either
fromn the Moors or from Spanish America. The popular tradition in Calcutta
i1 that the prosent punka was the device of a Burasian clerk whoae duties lay
in one of tho small low-roofed rooms of the present Fort William, and who
vne day, being driven frantic by heat and mosquitoes, slung the half of the
camp table at which he was writing to a beam overhead, and attached a rope
to it, which he pat iute the hands of & bewildered cooly, with instructions to
pull it.  If ehis be the erigin of a contrivance to which suoceeding generations
of Anglo-Indians ¢we so mueh, it is humiliating to be obliged to record that
the name of this benefactor remains unknown to fame, |

® Tae publicity with which prisoners wers punished was s nofable featurs
in Old Calcutta. Mlisa Goldburne describes the maching in which those con.
vicked were conveyed to priscn, ““The wheels of this machine are fourteen feet;
high, and under the axle is suspinded 2 wooden cage (sufficiently large to
contain a couple of culprits) perforated with sir-holes, and in this miserabile
plight, guarded by Sepovs, they are exhibited to the eyes of the populace.’
The following ie but a typical inctance of what must alnost daily have been
seen in the Calentta streets, I take it from an original note kindly placed at
my disposal hy Mr, Belchambers, Registrar of the High Court. The culprit
was a poor Hindoo woman—her critne perjury, * Let her be smprisoned in the
common gaol until Friday rext, on that day let her be taken to the Lall
Bazaur and there placed in and upcn the pilory for one honr—mnext day let
her be taken to the police office upd whipt from thence to the house of My,
Willonghby Leigh in the Row Pazaar and back again.” This whipping was
*epeated in public twice more at intervals of s month, and then she was
relegated to two years hard labour ! Surely all this wae, as Macaulay says,
"in tho highest degree shocking to all the notions of Hindooa.” Yol this
Lkappened in 177y, twenty-four years after the execution of Nuncomar,

K
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Ordered to receive fifteen rattans, and to be again sent
ater (i.¢., across to the Bowrah side of the Hooghly).

vn Scott coniplaing against Banybub for not complying with
aise to repair his carriage. Ordered ten slippers. (It may be
ol for readers not in India that blows with a shipper are con-
{in the Bast as adding insulb to injury). |

ol. Watrson against Ramsing, ag an impostor receiving pay ad i
,pter when actually nothing mere than a harber. Ordercd fifteen
ans, and to be Jrummed through the Cooly Bazar o Col. Watson’s -

8.

¢t Jacob Joseph against Tithol, cook, for robbing Liim of a brass pot
and a pestle and mortar. Ordered him to be confined in the Hurring-
Barree till he malkes good the things.

« M. Nottley against Calloo for putting a split bamboo and layng
there in wait purposely to throw passengers down and apparently to
rob them. Ten rattans.

¢ (Joja Jancose against Qarah, the slave girl of Coja Offean, for
running away ; it appears she has frequently done 1t. Ordered her
[ifteen rattans, and to be kept in the thannah, 1st division, till her
" master returns.

¢ Mr, Lovitt against Nurging for induciug one of his slave girls,
named Polly, to rob him of & quantity of linen of sorts, the above girl
Polly giving evidence against him, Five rattans.

«‘Mt. Wilkin's servants having undergone the rice* ordeal, Golaut,
a dye (wet nurse) in his employ, appeared to be the guilty person, and
on coufirmation of her delinquency she gave the Mullah a silver
punchu from her arm, and promised s further reward of Ras. 10.
Ordered she be confiued in the thannah of the 3rd division till some
further lights can be obtained on SUKPICIOLL.

—— = — - = e o Em e W — —_ . m—— - — — —_ -
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» When & theft was committed ic a household, it was usual to send for
gorne man reputed to be wise and religious, whe asgeinbled all the servants,
and on their denying knowledge of the theft, each was sworn to this effect,
The wise man then with befitting solemnity took down all their names and weut
kome, he aid, 10 pray. To dizcover wbo bad made the falze oath, the follow-
ing procedure wWas adopted next worning by the religicus detective : Some rice
was half-soaked and then dried in the sun, aud o tola weignt (generally
weighed against a square Akpar rupee) given into the hand of each of tic
agsembled servants. At a signal all were directed to put the rice into their
mouthe smd chew is, aud then to spit it out on a piece of plantain lsaf given
for that purpose. Al were warned that from the mouth of whoever had lied
to the holy man, the rice would come furth, nut like nilk, but quite dry and
analtered. Uhe theory was that Icar and excitement kept hack the malivary
{low necessary to mastication—an cffect, however, just as likely to resuit In
+he case nf those nervous and innocent as in that of the cousciously guilty.
When Mr. Motte had a police appointment in Calcutis, thig method ol detec-
tion was s successfully adopted that @ set of grave men were kept for the
purpoee called Motte's Conjurors.”  See Mrs. Parke's © Wanderings of a Fil-
grim,” Vol 1st, where an lustance of successful resort to, this ordeal is yelated,
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‘ Hulloder Gossein against Bulloram Byraggee for "¢@iNlig.
neck, while he was asleep, & gold necklace, &e. On exanln:
the prisoner he confesses the fact, and being from appearance (
lost one of his ears) an old offender, ordered that he be sent t.
Justice Sir Robert Chambers, and that the jewels be Likewise sent
him as further evidence, )

‘‘ Birnarold Pinto against his slave girl Pek eytase for runhing aw:
this being the second time of her being guilty of the like offerce, .
prevent her doing the same in future,—ordered she receive five rattan.
and be returned to her master, |

‘ Lourmerey, Bearer, against Mahomed Ally, an old offender, for
robbing him of a number of turbands, all of which were recovered and
produced in the office. Ordered he receive twenty rattans, and be
turned over the water not to return on pain of severe punishment.

‘“ Ramhurry Jugee against Ramgopal for stealing a toclsey dannah
off a child’s neck ; he says he was running along, and his hands caught -
1 it by accident. Ordered him twelve rattans.

* Cortib, a Portuguese, against Ms boy, Jack, for stealing a silver
spoon ; the boy at first confessed the-fact, and said he hLad given the
Bpoon to a shopkeeper, who, on being summoned, declared his ignor-
ance of the whole transaction ; he then accused another person, who,
on examination, proved to be as little concerned as the first ; in short,
Jack appears a complete little villain, and the whole of his account
nothing hut lies. Five rattans. -

““ Samah Goalah,confined October 5th,is now released under a penalty
of being hanged if ever apprehended by any one.” (The *penalty®
promised here under such wide possibilities was probably a grim pro-
fesaional joke om the part of the police clerk.) : | BT

Here follow four cases which I beg to commend to the notice of -
modern Calcutta Magistrates ;- - | )

‘“ Banker Mahomed against Rumjanny complaining that the wife of
the latter abused his wife. It appearing, on examination, they were
voth equally culpable,—ordered each to be fined Rs. 5 for giving
trouble io the Court by making trifling litigious complaints.

*“Mr. Cantwoll against his Matraney for stealing empty bottles,
This she has practiscd some time, and constantly sold them to a
shopkeeper Bucktaram, which he himself confcsses. To deter others
from following 8o pernicious an example,—ordered Bucktaram twenty
rattans, the Matraney ten rattans, and ‘both to be carried in a eart

~sound the town, and their crime published by beat of tom-tomm. =
% Mbr. Sage against Khoda Bux and Peary for receiving advances of
wages, neglecting business and hiring themselves to others befare their

e ents to him are expired. Each ten alippers.
A4 ﬁ Dawson against his Mosalchee, Tetoo, for atealing his wax

candles and preventing other servants from engaging in his service by
tradncing his master’s character. Ten rattans,” -
S | <o
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{ifficult it seems now to reslize the state of things which
got & glimpse of here. Slavery in full bloom ; the right of
hip under it being so recognised that its mere plea was suffi-
to justify (in law) an English Magistrate in ordering -a POOT
who in running away had presumably acted in self-defence; to
beaten with rods ” and sent back to the fangs of her master.
3ome idea may be formed of the ill-usage given to slaves in Cal-
.tta at this time, from the fact that even ten years later, when
Jublic opinion was becoming enlightened, the Calcutta Chronicle
calls out against ¢the barbarous 1.4 wanton acts of more than
savage cruelty daily exercised on the slaves of both sexes, by that
mongrel race of human beings callod Native Portuguese.” Most of
the slaves were the children of the poor who.had been sold by their
own parents from their inability to support them. =
~ With our present knowledge it is strange 10 reflect that, at the
- time referred to in the police record, & prominent. member of the
- Govepmment, under the agia of which this great iniquity flourished,
yyag the champion of political and personal liberty, the renowned
funius. Tt may be, however, that the hateful aspect under which
slavery presented itself to Philip Francis in Calcutta was not with-
out its effect ; for we find him afterwards in Parliament as one of

the most ardent and zealous supporiers of Wilberforce in Lis efforis
for the abolition of the Slave trade.*

(IL) y
His biographer tells us that Francis had no curiosity about. ira-
velling in India. In his voluminous writings he left behind no

e e ———— —

# For some allusion to slavery as it existed in former times in Indis, and to
the barbarous punishment and mutilations executed on criminals under the
orders of the Dritish Covernment, see two curious and instructive &) ioes
to Mr. H. J. Cotton's “Revenue History of Chittagong” {1880). The natives of
{ndis, however, were not the only siaves there. Histo and local
yaake frequent allusion to Africans, called there Coffreca. In the newspapers
of 1781, many advertisements occur as to the dispoesl by sale of Coffrees. One
is offered for 400 rupees who understands the busivess of butler and cook.
Some seem to be valued for their musical skill, and dexterity in shaving and
dressing snd waiting at table. There i8 an advertisement alzo for *three
handsome African ladies of the true aable hue, commmonly called Coffreomses,”
between fourteen and twenty-five, for marriage with three of their own oountry-
men. 'The advertisement is long, and ia too often repeated to be & mers joke,
though it straios at being suggestively indecent, In all probability it means
this, that there were Englichmen in Caleutta & hundred years ago who mot
only bought and sold African slaves, but weat in for the breeding of them for

I, B N
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observations about scenery or places. He never moved s humdzed”
miles out of Calcutta, where he buried himself in buainess and 3w
& most extensive correspondence. “ He keeps four of us in con-
stant employment and is sometimes dictating to all at a time,” writes.
his private secretary. The hours not devoted 4o this were giveli.
up to card-playing and to the other social recrestions in vogue.
Though he was remarkable for a hanghty and unapproschable
manner, he seems to have had the good sense to cultivate the socil
acquaintance of the ladies, even of his official foes, %I prefess to
andmire beauty,” he writes, “ on both sides of the question, and am
not afraid to pay my respects to an agreeable woman even in the
snemy's camp. In spite of all their politics Mrs. Hyds and Lady
Impey are pleased to except me from my friends, and, as I take
cars to acknowledge their respective merits, allow me, in that
Instance at least, to be a just and generous enemy. 'As long as they
show me the same counter  4ce they may be sure of the same attach-
ment.” He seeras to * #e been amused, too, by the ordinary
gossip of Anglo-Indiarnfociety, and even to have cynically recorded
the petty heartburnings of ladies arising out of that stil] vital ques-
tion as to who should call on whom. Of course the problem which
most immediately exercised the upper crust of Calcutts soeiety in
those days was, as to what social recognition should be extended
to the lady who was to become the wife of the Governor-Genezsl,
as 800n as a legal divorce from her hushand had been obtained; T
The earliest announcement of this lady's serival dn” Celeutis -
is to be found in some curious old letters pieserved. amengwt
the Hastings MSS. The writer was a Dr. Tysoe Satl Hikmeock.
who in his later life attended more to commercial “entospiline
than to medicine ; he was in some respects a protege of Ha
who was very liberel to his family. . This gentleman died in
Caleutta in 1775.  The letters were written to Mrs, Hanoook 3
England. Under the date April, 1772, he writes :—* I promised:bo -
- give you some account of Mr, Hastings. He iz well and has beim -
in the Government six days, during which time I have seen hivy
twice. His residence at Madras has greatly increased “his fortgsh
reserve, and he seems inclined to break through many Bengal s
toms. This is not much relished by the present-inhabitants.”
- (He then enumerates the members of his staff, and coptinues)—

- %There is & lady, by name Mrs. Imhoff, who is his principal .
Javourite am the ladies. She came toIédm g1 board ﬁia-mnm
ship with Mr?ﬁnaﬁnga, 18 the wife of a gygstleman who has been an
-ofiost-in the German service, and came -out a cadel to Madras,

S ": . vd Tl -
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Finding it impossible to maintain his family by the sword, and
having a turn to miniature painting, he quitted the aword and betook
himself to the latter profession. ‘After having painted all who chose
to be painted at Madras, he came to Bengal the latter end of the year
1770. She remained at Madras, and lived jn Mr. Hasting's house on
the Mount chiefly, I believe. She is about twenty-six yesrs old, has
a good person and has been very pretty, 18 sensible, lively, and wants
only to be a greater mistress of the English language to prove she has
a great share of wit. She came 0 Calcutta last October. They do
not make a part of Mr. Hasting'’s family, but are often of his private

nentioned Mrs. Imhoff, but I know everything relating to Mr
Hastings is greatly interesting to you.”

Again he writes in the following Febmary 1773):

¢ Mr. Imhoff is going to England. T shall give him & letter of
introduction to you: his Lady stays here. Ag—— He intends

returning in the servico.” ¥ ) o
*Whether Hastings’ love a8 « patient of delay * in this instance,
as has been allged, is perhaps open 0 doubt. Dut there can be
no doubt that his attentions to Mps, Tmhoff placed herin a very
equivoeal position, to &y the lesst of it, ab Madras first, and al
Calcutta afterwards, when his late colleague, Macpherson, could
thus venture to write to him from Madras in reference to o lady:
the occasion was when the condemnation of INuncomar became
known, and when it was considered prudent that Hastings should
take precautions f01 his personal safety : « Do not employ any black
cook ; let your fair femnale friend oversee everything you eat.”t

Mr. Percy Fitzgerald 1n his % Kings and (Jueens of an Hour,”
says that the Tmhoffs were friends of the Royal robe-keeper, Mrs.
gchwellenberg (the © oid hag from Germany,” as Macaulay Wwas
betrayed into styling her in his indiznation aboub Fanny Burney),
and that through her (ueen Charlotte’s influence was solicited for
Jesve from the Fast India Directors for ihe Imhoffs to go to Madras.

Francis also writes on this sulbject to a ¢riend in England, but
the venom in his letter deprives it of the historical value which 1t

would ﬂtharwiae have: ,

f— —— e ———

n _ .

* T have copied this exactly as written and punctuated, retaining the capital
letters of the old style. Tt is not very clear what the dash is intended for ;
it is a deliberate heavy line, over 1all an inch in length, with no full or other
_ atop after it. It seemsa to me that the words ‘‘He intends,” &c., were the

| alleged renson given to sociuty for Mrs, Tmhof's remaining in India, but the
dash i meant to cohvey to Mre. Hancock the writers own jdes as to the real
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¢ T complete the character, as it will probably conclude the history,
of this extraordinary man, I must inform you that he is be marri
shortly to the supposed wife of a German painter with whom he has
lived for several years. The lady is turned of forty, has children
grown up by her pretended husband, from whom she has ohtained a
divorce under the hand of some Geerman prince. 1 have always been
on good Lerms with the lady, and do not despair of being invited to the
wedding. She is an agreeable woman, and has been very pretty. My
Lord Chief Justice Impey, the most upright of all possi le lawyers, 18
to act the part of father to the second Helen, though his wife has not . -
apoken to her this twelve month.” |

He thinks it worth while to write the following tittle-fattle in
his journal ;— .

¢« July 5th (1777).—Sup with Hastings at Im ey's,—Long faces.

¢¢ July 9th.—-News of Imhoff’s divorce, and inpas of her marriage
with llastings. . '

¢ 12th..—The Chief Justice very low. His lady enraged at the
match and distressed about the future visits.

«“ N.B.—The dames for a long time were bosom friends.

¢94th.—-An entertainment made on purpose this night at the
Governor's to effect a reconciliation botween Lady Impey and Madame
Chapusettin ; the former sends an excuse. A mortal disappointment.

‘< 96th. --Sup at Impey's. Her Jadyship swears gtoutly that Madame

Imhotf shall pay her the first visit—an idea which I don't fall to
encourage.

99th. —-Mrs. Imhoff sups at Lady Impey’s by way of submission.”

Though the marriage came came off ten days afterwards, Francig’s |
journal 1s silent about it, so we unfortunately lose his sententious
aceount of the fostivitics with which it was said, by the native
historian, to have heen welebrated.

Tn the vestry records of St. Johw's Cathedral, Calcutta, 1t appears
that the marriaze was solemnised on Friday, the 8th Auecust, 1777,
by the Rev. William Johnson. Tiw bride was married under her
maiden name of ‘Miss Anna Maria Appolonia Chapusettin.” i/
Hastings is described in the marriage register as ““ The Honourabis
Warren Liastings, Esa., Governor-General of India.”™*

{t is curious that the name % Marian,” by which Mrs, Hastings
is best known, was not one of her propsr. Chrstlan names at all.

As she was born in 1747 she was thirty years old at the time of

L e e . mtm b e e b o kP T - — - e
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* Ip the old reeords, &e.. © Eequire ” always follows the names of gentlemen
* who derive the prefix ¢ ifononrable™ from official position only: this is not
~ the usage now i india. -



136 FCHOES FROM OLD CALCUTTA.

her second marriage. Iastings was fifteen years older. Francis
in writing to his wife shortly after the marriage, says of Mrs.
Hastings :— The lady herself is really an accomplished woman.

Jhe behaves with perfect propriety in her new station, and
deserves every mark of respect.” The Governor-General’s wife,
however, does not seem to have forgotten the humble pie that Mus.

{mboff had to eab in the matter of that first visit to Lady Impey,
for a8 soon as ever her position is assured she promptly brings the
Lady Chief Justice to her bearings :

< Gep. 20th (L777). —Lady lmpey sits up with Brs. Hastings ; vrdgo-
toad-eating.

«« 91st.—At the Governor's, Mrs. Hastings very handsomely acknow-
ledges my constant attention to her.

« 99,3, - -Mrs, Hastings returns Lady Clavering’s visit, attended by
Lady Impey in forma purLperis.

« Octobor Dth.-—Supped at Tmpey's; a8 gracious as ever. Many
symptoms convinoe me ihat Mrs. H. and Lady Impey hate one another
as cordially as ever.

¢t gth. —Lady Impey furens against Mrs, H. worse than ever.

¢« Nov. 4th.—Sup at Impey's. Explanation with the lady, she
awears that Hastings has deserted them. Complains of his ingratitude,
ote. 1 believe their hatred is sufficiently cordial, but there are sem«
ties which cannot be dissolved.

v¢ Jany. 8rd, 1778.--Formal supper at Tmpey’s for Mrs. Wheler ¥
Mrs. Hastings sends a silly excuse, an jutended slight to Lady Impey.”

Francis took his share in dispensing the hospitality which was
then oxnected not only from tho head of the Government but from
e Members of Council also. Twice a week he gave a public
hreakfast to ahont phirly guests. This old custom died out In
Pengal before the close of the last century, but I beheve public
hreakfasts at Government liouse Madias, still survive, He
frequently gave dinner parties also where often fifty sat down.
‘The Governor gave very large public dinners on 411 national boli-
days, these on New Yoear's day and the King's birthday being
followed by a hall and supper to tho whole ¢ settlement.”y  Over-

— ram— L. = . — —r— | — —_— ——— i — T — _—--—-_.-—-.;-——_--—.._-.-_.._.__....__,__ -

* Nrs. Wheler had arrived in the previons month. Francis writes of her to
his wife :—* She appeared in pablic for the first time at our hall in wonderful
splendour. At s] ght of her hoop, ail onr heautjes atared with envy and admira-
tion. ¥ pever szw the like in all my life.”"—-She was the first wife of Edward
Wheler, Member of Council, and survived the climate only seven months, Her
tombstone tells that her name had been Harriet Chichely Plowden.

+These were Leld either at the Old Court House or at the Theatre, Govern-
ment House not being larye enough. Grandpré, the French traveller, com-
ments, even in 1790, on the poor sccominodation provided for the Hoglish
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flowing loyalty was a very prominent feature of these festive
celehrations; * toasts as usual, echoed from the cannon's mouth,”
and ““merited this distinction,” says an old Calentta newspaper,
“for their loyalty and patriotism.” Thera is a yecord of one of
thinse parties (that of I1st January, 1787, given by Lord Comnwallis,
who no doubt merely kept up a time-honoured custom) which
lasted from two o'clock onoc day till four the next morning, as the
ladies after supper “ resumed the pleasures of the dance and knit
the rural braid in emulation of the poet’s sister Graces (sic) while
some disciples of the jolly god of wine testified their satisfaction in
peeauns of exultation.” Lord Comwallis, who led the most abstemious
life himself, wrote to his Young son (Lord Brome) ahout another
festive occasion when he gave a concert and supper to all the Settle-
ment, and tried to have illuminations which the rain put nut ; * the
supper which could not be put cut was a very good one . some of
the gentlemen who stayed late, however, were nearly extinguished
by the claret. Seven of the fnest ladies of the place and twelve
centlemen sang the Coronation anthem, so that on the whole 1t
was a magnificent business.” |
In the letters of a gentleman who visited Calcutta in 1779 is
cgiven a copy of a card of invitation 1n which Mr. and Mrs.
Hastings “request the faveur of his company to a concert and
supper at Mrs. Hastings’ house in town*-—a postscript requests him
to bring only his “ huccahadar.” This infroduces us to a custom
happily passed away. So indispensable was the hooka ‘that at all
parties it was admitted to the supper rooms and card rooms—even
to the boxes in the theatre, and between the pillars and walls of
the assembly rooms. |
Grandpré describes all the hooka bearers coming in together with
the dessert, each carrying his master’s hooka—and the consequent
clamour and smoke which filled the room. - | '
The rage for this scrt of smoking was commoner with ¢ country-
born ladies,” one of whom fascinated Miss Goldborne with her

pe—

- —_n

Governor-General, “ He lives,” he writes, “*in & house on the esplanade,
opposite the citadel—many private individuals in the town have houses s«

. The houpe of the Governor of Pundicherry ia mach more magnificent.”
1t was not till the time of Lord Wellesley that the Governor-General of India
had a residence in which he could receive his public guests, The first oocasion
on which the State rooms in the present Government House were lit up, was
in January, 1803, when Lord Wellesley gave a ball with a display of illumina-
tions and fireworks in honour of the general peace. KEight bundred persons
were supposed to be at the ball. Lord Valentis was present. |

* Tradition points to No. 7, Hastings' Street, aa being this house.
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graceful attitude waile enjoying her hooka, the long ornamental
cnake of which was coiled through and round the rails of her
chair.  But it exiended to some English ladies too ; 1L was con-

sidered a high complinrent on their part to show a preference for a
gentleman by tasting his hooka. It was a pomnt of pelitencss in
such a case for the gentleman, when presenting the snake of the
hooka, to substitute a fresh mouthpiece for the one he was using,
Masquerades were a very common means of amusement in the

old days ; dominoes were advertised for hire, also various female
costumes for gentlemen; and evidently the fun raged fast and

furious. They geuerally wound up with suppers, at which in the
cold weather, frosh oysters and ices were to be had In abundance.
Miss Goldborne says the ice¢ came from “some slender inland
rivulets of the Ganges,” by which she probably meant to indicate
the “ice fields” that were worked near Hoogbly then and much
later. Theatricals were in special favour amongst Calcutta pleasure
scekers, the subscription -theatre being shut off from the southerly
wind by Writer's Buildings, was furnished with windsails on the
rvoof “to promote coolness by a free circulation of air.” The
auditorium consisted only of pit and hoxes ; the prices of admission
were to the former eight rupees, and o the latter one gold mokliur.
Tho characters were all taken by gentlemen amateurs.* Mrs. Fay

—_—— - ———

* Pefore very long, however, this fatal draw-back to dramatic sxcellence
was got rid of. and lady amateurs took the iemale characters ; indeed they
sometimes went further and took a turn at some of the male characters. A
Calcutta paper, in 1790, is most enthusiastic about one of these performances,
and comes out with an ode * On Mrs. sppearing in the character of
Lucius in the tragedy of Julius Caanrat the Calcutta Theatre.” - This begins:—

“ When with new powers to charm our partial eyes,
Thy beauteous form appears in virile guise,
Such tempting graces wanton o’er '—

and then the poet becomes 8o carried away by his theme as to be guotable no
farther. Mrs. John Bristow had the honour of being the first in Calcutts
who brought lady actors into fashion. She had a private theatre of her own
in her house in Chowringee, in Lord Cornwallis's time, and was a finished
performer ; her strong points were in comedy and in humorous singing.
- “Polly Honeycombe” was a favourite character of hers. Referring to
another of her performances, an adwiring critio says, * she went through the
whole of the humorous part of ‘ The English Slave in the Ottoman Seraglio’
with & justness of conception and success of execution most admirable.
Magnificently decorated by art, and more beautifully adorned by nature,
the extravagancies of the amorous Sultan seemed juetified by her charma.”

Mrs. Bristow went to England in January, 1790, and for long Calcutta
refused to be comforied. S
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saw * Venice Preserved” acted there in 1780, the part of Beélviders
being taken by a Lieutenant Norfor. The performances were by
no means confined to the cool weather, and in addition to the most
ambitions musical entértainments, Euch 48 the whole of Handel’s
* Messgiah,” included anything from * Othello” or * The Merchant of
Venice” down to the * Irish Widow ” or the “Mock Doetor’—m
short, Seneca could not be too heavy nor Plautus too light for them. -
But dancing was the chief enjoyment to which Calcutta socisty -
in the last century devoted itself. All writers about the Englmh
Settlement in Bengal, remark with surprise the insatiable ardour
with which this pursuit was followed. - There wasmno special season:
- for it, public and private balls went on all the year round. The
cool weather merely intensified the dancing fever, a.nd added to the
number of *assemblies” which could be concentrated within the-
month. ‘1 attribute,” writes Lord Valentia, ‘‘consumptions
amongst the ladies to their incessant dancmg . . . A small
quiet pa.rty seems unknown in Caleut
- Minuets and country dances were most in fashion. At public
bals it was the custom to lead the ladies out to the minuetis
aecording to the rank of their husbands. Those sladies whose
husbands were not in the Services, were led out in the order they
- came into the room, and this was the rule also in fhe case of
unmarried ladies. Country dances, however, were more in en%'at
favour; one notice of a ball says that ¢ the lively country dance .-
runners were bounding and aboundmg ”  This active elamﬁnt i
dance appears to have enhanced its merits because a professor of the
art soon established himself in the Settlement, and undartook forofie.
hundred Rs. to teach any lady or gentleman * the Scotch step inits
application to country dancing,” and a variety of other uteps dn
addition to ¢‘the athletic and agile.,” When Macrabis saw ﬂanalm
first in India, he made this note about it : “If splendout accom-
panied lLeat, a ball in India ought to be uncommonly splendid,
The appearance of the ladies even before country . danoes:.was -
rather ardent than luminous. The zeal and actlvﬁy'wﬁiﬁ which -
“they exert themselves in country dances is exercise enough fur—ﬁm
spectators. By dint of motion these children of the sun in a very -
few minutes get as hot as their father, and then it 1s not safe. to
appmach them. In this agitation they continue, literally swims
“ming through the Jance, until he comes himself and mminda them -
of t.he hour.” In fact peﬂpla who had to make the best of Indisn -
life in the times referred to, seem to have acted.up to the belief
that great heat, like great cold, is hest defied by wulent exercise, -
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In connection with this hasty retrospect at a few of the hospi-
talities and pastimes of Old Calcutta, it may be allowable now to
take a cursory glance at some of the queens of society who, in the
time of Philip Francis, graced those festive gatherings. In doing
%0 we ahall see whether their cotemporaries have thrown any light
‘on their personal claims to-this social distinction. | '

To begin with Mrs, Hastings, and to answer the homely ques-
tion, *“ What was she like?” The description left of her by Mrs.
Fay will help us. The writer was the wife of a barrister who
arrived in Calcutta in 1780 ; she spent a day with Mrs. Hastings
at Belvedere in May of the same year, and thus recorded her
impressions ;—*“ Mrs. H. herself, it is easy to perceive at the
first glance, is far superior to the generality of her sex, though
her appearance is rather eccentric, owing to the circurastance of
her beautiful auburn hair being disposed in ringlets, throwing an
. #ie of elegant, nay, almost infantine simplicity on the counte-
- Jbaoe, most admirably adapted to heighten the effect intended to be
“yphodeesd. Hor whole dress, too, though studiously becoming,
peing &b vartance with our present modes (which are cerfainly not

#0),. perhaps for that reason .she has chosen to depart from them.
* As a foreigner, you know, she may be excused for not strictly
conforming to our fashions ; besides, her rank in the Settlement
sets her above the necessity of studying anything but the whim of
the moment. It is easy to perceive how fully sensible she iz of her
own consequence : she 1s, indeed, raised to a giddy height, and
expects to be treated with the most profound respect and deference.
She received me civilly, and insisted on my staying dinner,” &e.

Another extract from Mrs. Fay's letters will exemplify the
deference paid to Mrs. Hastings, who attended a party where Mis.
Fay was, The latier was asked by the lady who brought her « ¢ If
I bad paid my respects to the Lady Governess1’ I answered in
the negative, having had no opportunity, as she had ot chanced
to look towards me when I was prepared to doso. ¢Oh, replied
the kind old lady, ‘you must fix your eyes on her and never take
them off till she notices you; Miss C has done this, and
so have I: it i3 absolutely necessary to avoid giving offence.’
I followed her prudent advice, and was scon honoured with a
complacent glance, which I returned, as became me, by a most

respectful bend. Not long after she walked over to our side, and
conversed very affably with me.”

Miss Goldborne gives ys another glance at her :~—¢ The Govemnor’s
dress gives you his character at once, unostentatious and. sensible..
- His lady, however, is the great ornament of places of polite resort,
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for her figure is elegant, her manners lively and engaging. and her
whole appearance a model of taste and magnificence.” :

Her beaatiful hair must have been one of Mrs. Hastings’ chief
attractions, because when she first appeared at Court, on her return
from India, she presented herself in her own simple hair unfrirzed
up or unadorned (%) with the pyramid of gauze-powder, feathers,
pomatums, &c., then so astoundingly the fashion. This (added to her
splendid display of jewels) made her an object of much observation
'in London socisty.

Lhe first introduction that we have to the social queen who may
fittingly be mentioned next, is in a passage of a letter from Johnson
to Boswell (1774):—¢ Chambers is either married or almost
married to Miss Wilton, a girl of sixteen, exquisitely beautiful,
whom he has with his lawyer’s tongue persuaded to take he:
chance with him in the East.” Frances Wilton was the daughter
of a well-known Royal Academician, Joseph Wilton.* We have
a slight sketch of Lady Chambers, also, from the pen of
Mrs. Fay, who enjoyed her hospitality for a short time in 1780.
“She is the most beautiful woman I ever beheld——in the bloom of
youth ; and there iz an agreeable frankness in her manners that
enhances her loveliness and renders her truly fascinating.” 1In
“ Hartly House” she is mentioned amongst the drivers of gaily
caparisoned horses on 