INDIA AND RUSSIA.

TN

SCINDE RAILWAY COMPANY

TS ORTGIN AND POLICY.

RY

INARDY WELLS, .14,

ORIAEINA OB " RAILWAYSR IN ROHNDLE,

VINCGTT VIRYPAB,

LONDON:
i, & I, N. SPON, 48, CITARING (QRONS,
1804,



s s J— —_—— - P ey

LOKDON . PRITID Y W OTOWIa AWD B0ORE, ATAM ORD BTRTIT ARND CHARING CILO4Y



BXTRAUL,

ﬂiﬂﬂ-‘lt:l-‘-l'h_-i

“T am shrongly improessod with o sonso of tho groal obligation
whieh the rovinco owes o you for having originnted tho dosign
of tho Bailway and of tho Ilsrbour improvemonis, tho twe groad

works on wlhich the fultro commoeroin! prosporily of Seindo must,

in my opinion, mainly dopond,”

1 1L, BARTY W, FRIRD,

{ontantdsadoner ™ Seindn,

8040 May, 187,






A LEVTER
ey

HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF ARGYLL, K.T,,

(Ruonpeany op Braen ror Inpra wy Couxoli,)

lﬂiﬂ., ﬂ’l"., La.

By TARDY WEHLLS, (LI,

Originadur of Luiilwaga i Sevude,






'PITiG

SOINDE RAILWAY COMPANY,

1O IS GRACE TG DUKLE O ARGY LI, KL,

SECRIVIATY OF' HTATLE FOR 1INIHA,

My Lonrp Duke,

I is a duly T owe to your Grace, ns Seototury of
State for India, and to thoe Government of Inding 1t iy o
duty I owe Lo a provinee ol India in which I lTahoured hard
for the Governmoent for several years with aclnowlodgod
boneflt to tho State; and b iy o duty T ows (o mysell ad
thoso dopendant npon me, that L should do mysell the
honour of addrossing the following remuarks o your Graco
in roforonce to o lobter ol Mr, W, Ih Androw, Obairman of
. tho Heindo Ruilway Company, which has appendod 1o it
lottor from tho Chiol Tugiuneor who suporvintendod e
surveys 1o dotormine upon an Indws Valley Railway, whieh
lotters aro duled, vespectivoly, the 6th duy of June, 18G9,
and tho lst duy of February, 1806,

In 1853, being in the employ of the Indinn Governmoent
g un Engincor, I fivst commenent an agitation lor the intro-
duction of Qailways in Seinde, T had well phgorved the
unsafe nevigation of tho Indus; [was all for Ruilways, aud
nothing but Lnilways, My proposals gol inle tho hands
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of the present Chairman of the Scinde Railway Compuny,
without my consont being asked, and at the first annual
meeting in 1856, to my utmost astonishment and surprise,
that Gentleman thus laid down s policy i—

“I desire, in short, to bring practically into operation the
system of Railway communication in India, which I advocated
in 1846, in reference to the construction of Rallways in

another part of the Indian Empire—the Bengal Presidency
—namely, to make use of the navigation of rivers when
practicable, and as it were to supplement, whers water
transit becomes defective, the grand natural highways which
Providence has made for the use of man by the assistance of
the Railway (hear).”

In a book, published the same year by My, W. P, Andrew,
entitled ‘ Buphrates Route fo India, p. 15, the policy is again
described in the following words :—

“Bame Iind of wmproved transit alike applicable fo the
Valley of the Indus and fo that of the Ganges, 'l'mining
from the Valley of the Ganges to that of the Indus and its
tributaries, I would rcecommend procisoely the same modo of
introducing improved transit, substiluting ITydrabad for
Rajmahal, and AMooltan for Allahabad. The Railway from

Kurachee to Iiydrabad will, as formerly explained, avoid
the dangers and delays of the Delta, and debouche on a
point of the river, above which there is permanently open
navigation for 570 miles to Mooltan,”

Being the Advocate and Originator of Batlways in Seinde,
1 objected to the policy of the Chairman in every way in my
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power, becanse [ know such o policy could only end in ruin
{o overybody concerned. Al the soeond mwoling ol the
Seinde Railway Company, Mz, W, P Androw lad grown in
confidence; ho gavo a short definition of his “spwbem,” nnd
proclnimed it wag 1o bo known as “Stenm by Leot nnd
Steam by Wator” Mr. W, [N Androw was not without,
supporters-—his sueeess naturally commundord thenr —but o
him is mainly dune, in opposition to my opintons, tho intros
duction of the system that I muintuin, and will show, has
crippled Seinde and wll the countrivs supplying {rude
thereto,

While this policy was being purstued in ¥ogland, it was
necessary that an Agont shoald boe sent oul*by the Company,
who would support it in India, and in due conrse one arrived,
ITe was not long in showing whal hig polioy was o be towards
the Projector of Lnilways in Seindo, aud ha woon publivly
staled ho was there as tho Advoeato of “Bleam by Lnd wixl
Steam by Wator”; so on May 7, 1857, ho atatod je

“T am woll content on the part of tho Ruilway Company
with tho rivor trado., It must be romembored that an essons
tinl part of the Seinde Railway Company is tho eateblishmont,
of efficiont sleamors bolweon Kolrco and Moolian, Tho
distanco by vail and river from Lahore 1o Juracheo will bo
870 miles, tho flrst-clnsy lares probably Re, 150, and tho timo
conquned, soven days, ‘I'ho distanco from Laloro by Mivzne
poro to Bombay, if thoro wore & conlinuous line, wonld bo
1600 miles— lrslsclass farvos BRedH0, and the time f[or a
porson sufficiently strong to benr the fwligues of continuous
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travelling, three days. Lhe line tf}.Agm from Bombay is
not senctioned. The line from Delhi by Umballah to Lahore
is not undor construction, the Company having totally failed
to comply*with the conditions laid down by the Hast India
Company. DBefore either of these works is completed, a
line of steamers from Kurachee to Suez will decide the

preference of eagy cabins on board a steamer.”

It will be observed the Agent argued upon the down trip
of the Indus as five days. Tho Consulting Engineer, after
nll the money spent and improvements made, now gives
20 days up ond 94 days down as the required time, but
with the reserve that it is the “average,” and in that avorage
is included a down trip I made in 1862, which took 20 days,
with troops on board.

I am bound to do the distinguished Gentleman, who now
occupies the position of Consulting Iingineer, the justice to
say, if he had been in that responsible position in 1857, the
policy pursued at that time would never have besn earvied
out, or, if it had, he wonld not have held that position now.
The Engincer and the Ilotilla Agont say, they have got all tho
viver traffic—¢ very fow boats now pass down below Kotreo,”

Is the Company “ content™ ?

All “means” have been given o “command the end”;
they have done all that the most lavish expenditure of

money could do; steamers, tried in England and approwed,
have been sent out and condemned ; others have been scnt
out, but never floated on the Indus, but cast away on the
Keamares beach; and yot the Consnlting Engincer says the
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carnings of the Builwaf are only 20 por milo por wook.
Your Grace may aslk, Why should il be so? ' My answer
is, what il was to tho Company in 1860,~ Lha siver
not the route of the trafic of the country 1" .

I besed my advico upon porsonal knowledgo and n study
of Captain Wood's I, N, rcporls to Govornnend, in which
I found :—The rivor Indus, aflter it prssos the latilude of
Hydrabad, undorgoes an anuunal olovation i tho lovol of ity
waters; bui tho swoll does not reach anch a hoight as to
produce the offect of inundation in any degree, In this
particular the Indns differs from iho Gangos and from tho
Nile, and resembles tho lduphraies, o pevhaps moro closoly
the Tipris, Such diffieultics have eqused the merchants of the
cowntry to abandon the line of the Indus, and o lransport their
goods by the land routes.”

Beforo I loft Scinde, I hopgoed tha Agent, publicly and
officially, {o condomn tho poliey of “Sioam by Land and
Steam by Wator,” fox il ho did not, ho would give My, 1V, 1,
Andrew bitler ownse o vegret ils future failure, 1 warnod
him the Indian Govornment would somo day way it Wo
wanted you to attract the traflio of tho Panjab, the Northe
"Vest Irovinces, and Oentral Asing yow 2ofused ; you ¢annot
blame us for not reetifying yonr ¢rror: you have aven mado
your lino so ag lo exclude tho trado of Central Asin from
it; it keeps its old routo, and finds ils slow way along ho
common roadd. Look at your Mooltan and Lahore Tines it
is now an oxcellent foeler for our Bombay (and C(eleutin)
Line; it should havoe Leen so to your own, You do not
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suppose passengers will come across from Aden to Kurachee
and be thirteen days ascending the Indus, when they can come
to Bombay and proceed in three days to their destination
at less aost; the times have gone by when the publie will pay
Rsd per diem for lodging in o bow ab the fop of a flab on
the Indus.”

Was I right? What is the result? Mr. W, P. Andrew
for six yeaws has been begging in vain for permission to
extend Railway communication up the Valley of the Indus,
He soes the system almost drifting from his grasp. IHe
hag listened to the advice of thoge who have assisted in
the policy that has not paid. The Projector of the policy
that will pay should have been “sent for®; in him the
Company would have had a true adviser. The Consulting

Engineer now states, to confirm my views of 1850 :—
“Indeed (with the exception of officers in command of
troops), official persons possessed of facilities for travelling
along this route appear fo shun it, and prefer to go to
Englond »id Calentta” (or Bombay).
What more bifter reflection can be east upon the policy
of “Steam by Land and Steam by Water” ?
There was still anothor reason Mr. W. P, Androw gave

-

in support of hig policy of “Steam by Lend and Steam by

Water,” He said it wasg to bo such a great finaneial success ;
declaring that though he wished a guarantee upgn the
capitel to procure stoamars for the Indus, yet such a mattor
was a mere nominal thing, for | the *shareholders might
depend the least interest thoy would reccive upon their
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venturo would bo ‘86 gy cend’ ;" and now tho vory purent
of that system, over which Governmont. have sponi nonrly
ten millions sterling, has tho boldnoss {o ol your (traed,
“gt 43 Feaved ot will vemain @ burthen do lhe TEYONACR af
India,”

The result 10 mo for opposing tho polisy of (he Ghairmun
may be ensily imagined, My Lowl Duko, my profossionnl
prospects wera ruined for life : but theugh poar, while ha and
his condjulors ave riek and prosporons, it is my duly ngnin
to advoente my views, snd proolaim, their policy has wasiod
millions to the State; and now Mr. W, 12, Audrow, and tiose
in his employ, wish 10 avoid tho appoaranco and nelaows
ledgmont of [ailure in the “Steam by Land and Slonm by
Water ” prineiplo, f)y making oul to your Graco {hut the
line laid down from Kurachoo 1o Kotroo 14 o necessary paid
of an Impoerial Line of Retlway up the Valloy of the ndus,

My Lord Dule, I agsure your Graco it is no saeh (hing,

In 1866 tho Governmont of Tndlia rogquired mo fo luy
plans bofore them of such line of Railway s thoy khould
consont fo. L did so, I staled in my roports -1 you
only wish a Loeal Line {o be mado comeoting the Induy with
the Part of Kurachne, then go to Qhillye, tho shorlest cons
necting lino thod could bo made with a good river hanl, I
on the other hand,” I stated, “yon want Lo nlko part of an
Imperial Lnne, which is horesflor fo o oxtondoed towwrds
the Punjab, and carry tho trado of Contin) Asin, tho propor
line to mako is ono from Kuracheo to Sekwan 1 was op-
posed, ay will be vnderstood, {o any main line making Kotroe
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one of its termini, Tho contract ef the Government with
the Seinde Railway Company was submitted to the law
officers of the Indian Government, and upon the clause
which stated the “Line was to go from Kurachee to a
place on the Tndus to be hereafter determined,” gave the
opinfon the line could he taken to Sehwan or any other
place.

The Company was powerless and the Agent was powerless
to give orders in India contrary to the wishes of the Govern-
ment, The Government said:—¢ Only show us by compazxison
you propose to go to the best place, and one we can therefore
approve, and all will be right” I did so; but when I
entered upon the inquiry, I never dreamt or heard of the

Chairman having & « systom of his own.”

My position was one of groat and unenviable delicacy,
When sending my schemes home, upon which the Scinde
Reilway Company was formed, I most especially begged
that e reserve ghonld be made as to the place on the
Indus to which the Iine should go; because I was certain
the Government would require a full inquiry into tho
matter. My Railway propositions were at the time under
comparison with & canal scheme heing worked up by the
late lamented Lieutenant Chapman, R.J5., whose very death,
poor fellow, should havo been & warning, for hp was drowned
by o native boat he was travelling in down the Indus striking

o sunken snag. If 1 had fived upon Kotree, J -:arruo];:, )
Chilkya, there was the canal schemo agatngt me. If I had
ficed wpon Behwan, the advocates of the canal would have
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anid :—* Oh, this is a grentor inquiry {hen contomplaied;
let us carry on the camal whilo it i boing carvied out.”
I went upon the gront goneral principlo thal * Sodnds swanls

o Raslway vight through %, fo open wp the coundry.”
, o
In due comso my roporis camo 1o bo rovioword, Tho late

lamented General John Jucol was Acting Commissioner
Seinde; ho declaved I was right, stating, in aeference (o i

Selvwan Lino +—
“T havo boon along it at all tmes of the year, mul thors

14 nothmg 1o provont its being made.”
Generad II, B. Twrner, BRI, tho CGhiol YWngineor and

Acting Consnlting Iingineor, statod 1

“ If il is evor intended 1o oxtond the Seinde Hailway, (he
line should be 1akon o Sohwan, and no other ling should he
thoughi of.”

Genoral O, . Tremenheero, S K., Aoting Consulling lin-
gincer, not {aking so enlavged o view of tho matblor as
Grenorals John Jacob and 1T, I 'Pmimer, with groad enution,
spid tho lino showld go to Jhillya,

The Govornmont of Bombay and the Governinoent of Iudie
bath approved my rocommondations, bul i wns opposed {o
oprrying out n “Bleam by Tand and Sieam by Waler”
policy ; and my honost convietions and opposition (o sueh o

policy have heen an irveparable loss to me.  Now, tho uftor
broak down of the “Stoam Dy Land and Steam by Wator
system lhas been mado so appareni oven by i« Author, ii
18 to be hoped my day of something bosides rejoiving has
como, The Rathvay Company will sarely recompenss mo for
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_the injustice done me, and Govermpoent will generously con-
sider the sacrifice I mado in endeavouring to save tho wasle
of public money which has taken place in Scinde,

Mr, W. . Andrew states, with bewailing blame, in the
13th page of his letter :—

“The greatest disappointment hes been felt both at homo
and abroad at the silence which Government has hitherto
observed on this vast and most important subject ; and the
more so, that the fact of Government having authorized
the surveys in 1863, had raised the hopes of all interested
in the projected undertaking,

“It is to be deeply rogretted that the statesman-like
policy which was the motive power of the important stops
then taken should not have been adhered to, and that a
work which had already been too long delayed should havo
been thus further deferred,”

There is a strong tincture of injustice in these remarks,
Pormission was given for the surveys in 1857, as is
shown in General John Jacob’s letter, at the end of this
communication. I might fhen have survoyed the country

from IKurachee to Cashmore, or Herai, if I had thought
it necessmry to detexmine the best route for an Imperial
Line of Railway up the Valloy of the Indus. The Persian
wer was on, and there was talk in high army cireles of a
forco going by the Bolan Pass. Who stopped the work
being done? Who ““delayed” the work? Who stopped
the “ statesman-like polisy” 1 wished to pursue, and the
(overnment of India sanctioned ? 'Theso are serious ques-
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tions your Graco must agk, and tho anawor will quickly ocour,
— Tt was tho policy of “ Sloam by Land and Stonm by Walon,”

T fear vory much Mr. W, I Androw, whilo ho deaply
regrets, as T am suro ho sincoroly does, not now Lwing e
powered {o carry oub my Railway systom up tho Lilug Valley,
does not roflect whoilior the publie and tho Govermmend,
think he has beon sulliciently in earncst in wikling for o
new policy. If, even in 1808, he had Loldly acknowledgad
tho faults of his formor poliey, stopped expenditure on the
Kotree Linoe and tho Indus J'lotilla, {hings wounld have
looked differently. "Thero has always scomod lo have bom
a sweot attraction to the Company in tho old cvurse, whieh
did not maturo in tho now ono,

Again reforving to Mx, W, P. Androw's advoency of tho
“Steam by Land and Stoam by Waler ™ systom, allow mo
to draw atlontion to the following passago of lig lotlor at
page 8 i

“I havo said that from Kotreo to Mooltan the communians
tion is maintained by monng of tho Indua Stoam IMlulills,
but in apito of all the oflorts which have boon made 1o rondor
this mode of communicadion with tho Uppor Drovinos ns
perfoot as possible, the shallow, shifting, {roacherous nature
of tho river Indus makos it inoMoiont, wncorinin, unsafo,
cogtly, and—avon undor the most fnvourablo elroumainneose
quite inadoquato to nceommodato with punctuality and dis
pateh tho roquiremonts of Clovernmont, the nocossitios
of commorep, and tho domands of an important- Railway

gystem,”
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Your Grace will hardly conceivo I possible that the fore-
going remarks wore written by one and {he same person
who forced from tho Government & guarantee of five per
cent, upon capital for nevigating the Indus, but who now
states in hig letter to your Grace, that for ¢ fourteon years”
he has advoeated an Indus Valley Railway. In 1856,
divectly I heard of the policy then Deing advocaled by
Mr. W, P, Andvew, 1 wrote to him nearly similar woxds 1o
those I have quoted, My opinions and my warnings went
unheeded by that gentleman in his temporary success,
“Y have o sysfem,” said the Chairmen; “if must produce a
wondlerful success.” I had previously, at a public meeting
at Kurachee, presided over by Muz. (nm;.r Sir Bartle) I'rere;
stated that everybody would be ruined who attempted to
navigate the Indus at o profit,

The Indus Flotilla CUompany enjoys e five per cont.
guarantee; bubt let the poor ruined shareholders of the
Oriendal Inland Sieam Nawgation Company sey, if my
warning was not based on truthful observation,

If the Indus Flotilla Company is o success, why is it not
continued to perpotuate the system of *Steam by Land and
Stenm by Water”? If, on the other hand, it hes proved o
failure, ag I know it has, let it be lLonestly acknowledged,
and some justice done me.

Asserfion is not.proof; let me therefore deal with faots,
and look into the result of this “system ™ of “ Steam by Land
and Steam by Water,"—responsibility resting whore it is
due for the following sad results.
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The Sotnde Rathoay sfonds huse—A lowauil with thoix
contractors, fully foretold by mo, which has loauted ien
years, the expense of which n capablo authority ling sladod
must fall upon the Company, with any dumugos givon, A
debt of 888,000 for guarantoed intovest, with w eredit of
190,0007, Not annual roceipls 23,308L, to pny an annunl

charge of 101,533Z,
The Punjah Radlway.—A dobt of 717,000 for guaranieed

interest, with a debit accouni or loan from Govormmont of
898,000, making iogethor 1,045,000, Not annual xacoipls
24,6451, 1o pay an annual chergo of 99,0761, or, with § por
cent. interost on loan, 116,070,

The Indus Flotillg—~A. debl of 11,0004 for gunranicod
interest, with o debit account or Joan from Govermnmaenl of
236,000, malking togothor 887,0004, Annual inlerest pay-
able 29,038/, Thero is no return of any “nef annunl
recoepis ” for this Company by the Government Dircator
for Indian Railweys; it moey Lo onssumed, therofore, Ll
Company doos not, a8 I said it nover would, pay s an-
penses, If the Governmont wero to offor all tho proporty
of the Indus Ilotilla Company for sale to-morrow, ilal
which hag cost 508,683 would not, I beliove on good anllio-
rity, foloh enough o pay tho Govormmont ftve shillings
in the pound upon their dobt! This is the Company that
wag to pay 26 per cont, profit. The loregoing is the resull,
which eannol be disputod, to the Giovernment, in roferonco
to the Companies represenging tho sysiem ol “Slenm by

Land and Steam by Water ”; but it is not oll; it has addod
a2
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upon tho Consulting-Enginocor’s ealoulation at loast 25 per
cont. to the cost of tho conslruction of the unjab and Delhi
Railways above what they would have cost as portions of a
througle Indus Valloy Railway—end they would have been
mado in one-half tho timo, In this opinion I was supported
Ly the late Mr. Stevens, Agent of the Punjab Railway.
Who is to wonder, with these results, tho Government con-
template taking the Railway out of the hands of the presont
Company, and constructing it under a difforent system ?

But just look at what a crippling offect this * Steam. by
Land and Steam by Water ” system has had upon the trado
of Seinde, DBetween 1846-47 and 1856-567, the sea-borno
trade of Scinde roge from 842,700 to 1,419,187/~~in ten
years it quadrupled itself. If we refer to the refturns of
shipping from 1857-58 to 1861-62, the time during which
the Scinde Line was under construction, the averago yearly-
tonnags of sea-going trade was, indport and export, 110,000
tons; and belween 1861~62 and 1866-67, during which the
Scinde Line was open, it had only risen to 128,000 tous,
and this includes the tonnage of considorable quantities of
materinl for the Punjab and Dolhi Railways. But tho
earnings of the Scinde Line clearly show that the shipping
tonnage is not supplied by that line, It is made up of tho
trade struggling from the right bank and Contral Asia down
the common roads,

I consider these results make it clear that the failure of
the policy pursued has done more to destroy the future
prospects of private Railway enterprise in India than any-
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thing in connection with them. In 1860-57 tho wishos of
the authorities wero opposod, with tho nssistanco of tho
Company’s Agent, in tho provinco in which lo was going
to carry on gront works, which, as Gioneral Johfl Jacob
snid, was “poisoning tho vory sourcos of succoss,” Lho
Agont opposed 1he Government of India—look ail tho result,
Mr, W, P, Andrew opposes the authoritics in Heinde ugain
in 1869: under advice from his Ingincor, ho applics for
p concossion to omrry on work which ho knows iy opposod
to the opinions of tho most able moen now in tho country,
How stands this mattor of the Indus Valloy Ruilwny ?

The faflure of Mr. W, I Androw's policy mado tho
Government anxious to know how it could bo roatifled, In
Scinde & commission was appointed, at tho head of which
was Sir William Morrewothor, who has spent noarly tho
wholo of his official lifo on tho frontior, and 18 now Coms
missioner of Seindo; he rocommends a line of Railway on
the ripht banle of the Indus to Suklur, and that it should
be extondod along the Derajad district to Dhora Ghauoo
Khen and to Mooltan, Ilore ig tho head ol a province,
politically and stratogionlly iho most imporlant in Indin
at this moment, ono of tho ablest military mon in India,
reporting 1o tho Governmont upon the most sorious quoss
tion connected with thoe communioations of the country;
and Mr. 'W, P, Andrew, under tho advico of tho samo
Engincor, wipos oul such an opinion by snying, it is o
“gigantio blunder™; give mo o concossion for somothing

alse,
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Then o Commission was appohied in the Punjab. No
opinion whatever is oxprossed in their report to bear oul
Mr, W. P, Androw's policy of the left-bank line; it only
entered “generally into the necessilty of a Railway, which
everybody must acknowledge, The Punjah Government
never said the lino was to go by Bhawulpoor. The

dispatches of ihe Government of India leave it quito an
open question— They desire at once to canse all necessary
surveys to be completed for obirining a definite and finel
project.”” When “negofialions” are commenced with the
Seinde anthorities in reference {o a line through Bhawul-
poor, it is mnot wunlikely, but rather probable, that the
carrying @ line throughout our own territory, and at a
saving of fifty miles of distance, may appear preforable to
going through a foreign territory, and may show that Sir
William Blerrewether and the Seinde Commission did not
commit themselves to a “gigantic blunder,”

Having then reached Sukkur or Shikarpoor, on the right

hank, the line would be extended down to Sehwan, and then
—what next? The auilhoritics would choose a lino to Kura-
chee by & route which for many years has been a wheel-
road,—save another fifty miles of distance rother than face
the construction of a tunnel 6 miles long through the Luckeo
Hills and other formidable difficulties.

The Government Director hag indicated this advisability
in his report, when he says, in reforence to the East Indian
Railway, paragraph 58, “ The completion of the Chord Line,
which will be opened next yoar, will shorien tho distance
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betweon Caloutta and il places ohovo Luckesornd by 7¢
miles.”

I seid, and told the Company in 1857, that tho systom
being pusued “would novor add to our pgroajness, our

comfort, owr welfare, or our political safoty n India,”
Indeed, almost in My, W. I Andrew’s own words, J seid,

“Wo ghould sock o purswo a policy which will at onco
mainiain our prostige, inspire confidonco in those wo have
undertakon 1o govern, and ab tho samo thme forward their
gociel, commeorcinl, and polilical interests,”

It is bocouso Mr, W, . Andrew did not purauo such o
policy, that ho has mow to ecomo to your Clrace as o sup-
pliant, and say, “Noaxly evory authovity of ominoneo ip
Indis has horne oflicial testimony {o tho importanco of this
line, on politicrl, stratogie, and commorsial grounds,”

Thoey did so “fourteen years agoe,” and it was opposed by
Mr. W. P, Androw, or would now have boon complotod ;
and instond of writing comparativo envious romarks e
specting tho Tinst Indian Railway, proflting, as it largoly
doos, by the Delhi and Umballah Lino, e must Jnow, lad
my advico been taken, tha traflle of that line would now
have been siremming down tho Valloy of tho Indus.

The Enst Indian Railway Company said to Govoramont
in 1856, “ Let us push on our Nalional Bailway,”

Tho Seinde Iailway Company said {0 Government in
1860, “ Lot us oarry ouwl a policy of Sleam by Land and
Steem by Water,”

The two systoms stand oud, proclaiming tho truth of suc
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cess and failurs, What would now®have been the state of
the North-West Provinces, if tho system Mr, W. P, Androw
hag carried out on the Indus, had been carried out between
Rejmahal and Allahabad?

Mr. W. P, Andrew and the Consulting Engincer take a
most restricted view of this matter, They must prepare them-
selves, and the Government must prepare, for & much more
gerious feature of the case; that is, when the Oude and
Rohiloynd Line is opened on to the Iast Indian Line, the
Last Indian Line will rgfuss to take the traffic off the Delhi
and Lahore Line. The trade of the Ganges Yalley is in its
minutest infancy, 6,000,000/, more money must be spont
upon the main line, In a very few years four lines of rails, in

perfect working, will not be competent to transport the pro-
duce of the country, It iaagoing, with the aid of the Oude
Line, to open up a country, where I know, lave seen, and told
the Government, thousands upon thousands of quarters of
wheat and other produce rot on the ground after a run of full
harvests—whon wheat is gelling in Mark Lane at 70s a
quarter, This is from want of the means of carriago. Sugmr
goes unproduced ; cottom, growing like o weed, goes un-
picked, Some people think it i8 the want of irvigation ; it is
not: when this means of getting produce away is perfect, and
goodl common ronds made, the Government difficulty will be
to stop the consfruction of irvigating works, for then will
come sgrarion quarrels for tho lnnd, The study of Indian
Railways by the light of the Iast Indian Line is & most intri-
cate and tentative one, and requires the closest mental study,



( 26 )

from the multiplicity of*ita bonrings, Thoy aro burthoned
with an inexhaustiblo blessing to tho country, but they may
also boe laden with injustico, The Tast Indian Tino will soon
pay 10 per cent, intorost; so would my Diroel Indws Valloy
Line, had it beon commenced in 18506, as wished by tho
Governmont of India, instoad of boing agitated [ox in 1808,
As the intorest incroasos, tho Gtovornmont will lowoer {tho tarilf
for traflic ; indeed, the Company, without compulsion, will
do so, Thon wo shall {ind, as now, in a difforent: degree, one
part of Indin favourod with cheap carringo for thoir produce,
and anothor part with o maximum of chargoe upon thoir trade,

The Chairman of the Yasl Indian 1dno statod in tha Houso
of Commons, thoy rofused to construct the Dolhi and Lahore
Line ; ho said, *“ Wo did noi wantil; wo havo quile onongh of
our own Dbusiness,” In tho light of solfnterest tliy woro
justifiod in doing so, bul cortainly not in tho light of Imporial
policy. 1f tho Inst Indinn Lino pays, say 10 per cont., and
tho Delbi Line pays 4 por cont, but tho lullor assisls o
mako the Tast Indian Line pay the Govermmont 2% por cont.
profit above guaromtos; how far will tho Government bo
ontitled to withhold a proportion of that 24 per cent., whiel
_ might make the Delli Line pay 6 por cont, and low far
ig it just that the enrriage of the Lahore Lino traflla shonld bo
only valued at & minimum tavifl' ralo, hocnuso by othor trafllo
combined tho Fast Indien Line can pay 10 por cont. § T
arguo upon tho Lnhore Line, beenuse I am quilo eovtain the
Rohileund Lino will, very soon after being comploted, pay
o surplus ovor tho 6 por cent. guaranteo.
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Then, again, il it i8 going fo be tiod whether the Lahoro,
Punjab, Indus Flotilla, and Seinde can be combined as one
capital, the Bast Indian Line will naturally say, Wo do not
mind beig liberal to your Delhi shareholders, and assist the
Government to divide with them some of our large surplus
earnings; but surely you are not going to ask us to assist in
raising your sunken steamers from the Indus.

If my Direct Indus Valley Railway had been commenced in
1856, the Chairman and the Consulting Ingineer of the Scindo
Railway must know that the two Railways between Calculta
and Kurachee would now have “ceased fo ba on a different
Jooting” ; and though I do not think the Direct Indus Valley
Line would ever have proved as profitable, as a speculation,
a3 the Hast Indian Line, yet I am satisfled it would havo
caused no pscuniary anxiety to the Gtovernment, as the pre-
sent system is doing; and I firmly believe the two lines
would have worked so harmoniously together, at any timo
one or the other found it necessary, from any exccutive
cauge or otherwise, that shippers would have sont 1000 tons
or more to Kuracheo or Calcutta, ap they might havo boeaen
asked, 'What a difforent picture is the reality ; but I fear it
will continue, unless Mr, W. I, Androw and the Consuliing
Ingineer will deal with the subject more in a manner which

appears to me a “ statesman-like policy.”

In page & Mr, W. P. Andrew states, ¥ A branch line will
be required from Suklkur, ¢4 Shikarpoor and Jacobabad, to
Dadur’*

In page 7, in reference to the main line, he states the
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routcs which prosont "‘ithomrmlvas for choico are throo in
number -
“ 1st, Tntirely on tho loft baulk of thoe Indus.

“Ind, Eniivoly on tho vight Lank,
“8rd, On the xight bank from Kotreo to Suklenr (aboul

hall the whole distance), and crossing tho rivor at Huldouy,
thonee to Mooltan by tho loft bank.”

I submit 1o your Graco thed this slatomont cocoivos you;
there is anothor routo quite independent of all threo, and it
is tho one which should and must be talcon if justico is dono
to tho poor tax-payors of Indin and tho tradors of Seinde
and the Punjab, I is tho lino I recormumonded to tlwe Go-
vornmoent and Railway Compnny more than “fonrieen yoars”
ago, and. which line was approved by tho Covornment of
India, Tt standg well the rub of timo, “TLho line mwust
stort from Kuracheo (Manorw), procecd in tho most divect
way peacticable 1o Selwar, theneo lo Larkhind, whero the
trado of Conlral Asin coming thrvough thoe Dolan Dnss will
bo intercopiod, then prococed to Shilarpoor, throwing out
branches 1o Jacobabad and Sukkur, and oventunlly bo enx
vied on 1o Dhora Ghazoeo IChan, with & branoh {o Mi{tun-
Koto 1o talko,in the trado coming down tho Suilej Bivor,”

Routo No, 8, skotched by My, W. 1), Androw, tnkos the lino
to Sohwan vid Kolreo, making tho distance 107 miles, whon
by my lino it ean bo reachoed in 147 miles, But it will be
gaid the line to Kotrce is mado, Yos, el “gigantio
blunder” hos been commiitod, and tho pavents 6f it wish,
theraforo, to lax the {rade of Seinde and thoe Imperial
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trade of Central Asia with 50 miles E‘f UNNECORSATY cArringo,
encl mako a tunnel perhaps 6 miles long on tho route, Or
if No, 1 route is to bo teken, the whole trade of Contral
Asin is proposed to be passed ovor the Indug above tho
Sukkur Rapids by means of a steam forry, I should have
thought the author of such o scheme had hed enough of
steam forries over tho Indus in the abortive endeavour to
ostablish one at Kotree, Then tho traffie, after being trans-
ported once across the Indus, is to undergo a repetition:of
tho process at Kotree, by o gigantio lridge at that place,
or, perforce, by another attempted steam forry,

Then an objection is taken to my ling betweon Shikarpoor
and Dhera Ghazee I{han, beeauso the lino would ¢ traverso
a country annually flooded to a very great extent.”

If your Grace will rofer to page 70 of My, W. P, Andrew’s
book, before quoted, there will be found My, (Sir Bartlo)
Frere’s opinion “ that not a singlo engineering obstacle to
such extension exists until you reach the hills of Kalabagh.”

This wna also iho expressod opinion of Gonoral John
Jacob, and it can only have been in utler forgetfulness of
the existence and increasing success of tho Bombay, Baroda,
and, Central Indin Railway, now spoken of by Mr, W, D,
Andrew as a competing line, that sny mention could bo
imnade of the “ watershed of the mountain ranges.”

As to any interruption to this line from the “lawless and
unsettled character of the frontior tribes,” that is a mero
pleasantry, Government know full well they can trust that
matter of police to the Scinde Horse and Lahoro Light
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Cavalry to answor for M, W. D, Androw and his Enginoor’s
impginory mavaudors, 1 am mueh afeaid Mr. 'W. I
Andreow’s mind must havoe bLoen aculely sensitivo to tho
foar of tho “wild tribes ™ engonderad in the mind of tho
Enginoor in chargo ol the survoys, lov tho “wild {ribos”
appoar 1o havo fvightoned him from surveying the line tho
authoritics considor tho lLosl {o Lo taken, In rolorenco 1o
ono park whove thoso “wild {ribes™ nro supposoed to oxist,
that is, nearly as far as Mittun-JSoto, Colonel Sir Hoenvy
Girecn, in chargo of that frontior, statos i~ As an oxamplo
of this (safely) T can sialo, that during tho past yoar
upwards of 20,000 emmols, ladon with yaluable morchandiyo,
pagsed through this country to and from British Tndia with
tho loss of only two comels by theft, and those wero ro-
covered and tho delinquents punished,”

But the foar of the “wild tribes,” according to the Engi~
noer, hag proventod all trado botweoen Shilkarpoor and Dhora
Ghoazeo Khanj for ho siales thore “is the covlainly of no
local traflle of any imporionce bobwoon Sukkur and Dhore
Ghazeo Khan,”

‘Thove appenrs horo o have beon gront, I should bo sorry
lo spy intontional, forgeifulness of o plnco enlled *Blittun-
Kole,” tho exit port for the {frade of the fivo Punjab vivors.
H might be thought Dhora Ghazoe Khan was o mero namo
to an izolated spot on tho bank of the Indus, perhaps roquir-
ing, in the Bngineor’s mind, somothing moro than *busgh-
faggols and »ubblo-sione” 1o Joop it as soenre as Iotroo,

Lot mo, howavor, explain in tho words of Lioutonant (now
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Captain) Wood, and Agent of the Sethdo Radlway Company,
and judge whether the Railway is only proposed to be talten
into & country of Bozdar robbes i—

“ Dherae QGhancs Khat is situated about 4 miles from the
river Indus, but in the swell, like most of tho other towns
upon that river, it has a large navigable canal, by which
it may be approached by boats for some months. Dhera
Ghazee Khan has, however, advantages that it will be dif-
ficult to set aside: the town lies at the foot of a pass in the
Sooliman Mountains, that leads both to Cabool and Kandahar,
while it is equelly central with respect to the Indian routes,
It is the largest town on the Indus, and even under tho
Seikh rule it wears an appearance of increasing prosperity.
Its merchants, though they do not speculate largoly, have
an extensive agency, and a considerable command of money.
The country around yields heavy orops of grain and the staples
of cotton and iﬂdﬁéyo; while its home manufacture of sillzen
stuffy, such as Gool-baddens, limorus, &o, is only equalled
by the manufacturing marts of Bhawulpoor and Mooltan,
When to thé above recommendations are added the fairs ab
Peer-Ahdul and Sekh-i-Surwar, I bolieve that, everything
considered, Dhera Ghezee Khan, or rather some spot in tho
vicinity, will nlone be considered as the most eligible place
to lay the foundation-stone of an Indian St Meoreare, By a
reference to the map it will be seen that Sekh-i-Surwar and
Peer-Abdul are towns in the district of Dhore Ghazee Ihany
At each of these places a large mild or fair is annually kept,
That of Bekh-i-Surwar occurs in the Indian month of Wy-
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sekh, answering to our flarch. T4 is hold in honour of the
poor after whom the placo is named, Tho fair lnsts fivo
days, and pilgrims [rom India's firthost shores como to pros-
trate thomsoelves al thoe tomb of Solh-i-Suwar; few como
from the coumirios wesl of tho Sooliman Rangn, and tho
followors of Brahma outhumber thoge of Mahomed; tho
aggregato of Doth cpnmot Lo mmeh under 100,000 souls,
Though commerce I8 not noglected, thoro is little business
done: & Khoragsan, or Affghan horse-denlor, may now and
then exchango an animal of his stud for the preductions
of India or the manufactures of Xuropo; but {this maild s
essentially an nssemblago of dovotional and pleasurablo pum
poses, DBut with such a matorial, and tho examplo of tho
holy Moces, it is ongy to forotell that, when thoe falr s esla
blished, many individuals in thig annual concourse of dovotoes
will becomo as entorprising morchanis as they are now
‘zonlous and bigoted Yakeors’”

Thoro is another placo highor up on tho Indus which
would contribute groatly {o iho tvalfto~—it is Dhore Jamad
Khan. Tho loyally and eniorpriso of ils inhabilants during
the Crimoan war is thus deseribed in tho ¢ Zakore Ol
niolp® 1

“ Dhera Ismael Khan (on tho Upper Indug) has not Loon
far behind Lahore in colobrating the fall of Sebastopol. Theo
official news was receivod with the greatost enthusinem by
all classes, and the inbabitants resolved to have illuming
tions, fireworks, &o. The bazaaxs of the oity wero builliantly
illmninated ; every shroff and wealthy merchant displaying



( 82 )

from 1000 to 1200 lamps beforo hus house, and other ghop-
keepors from 200 to 300 lamps.”

As T have quoted Sir Bartle Frere to support the practi-
cability gf the northem portion of my line, T may, I think,
with advantage quote that distinguishod publiec man in sup-
port of the great importance of the cities on the Indus and
their trade, Ie says, in reference to the Lohanee mexchants,
who I hope the Fogineer will not confound with the feaxful
“ild bribes™ i—-

“These men are the great carriers of the Affghan trade.
They have their homes about Guzni, whore they spend the
summer. Since the trade wvid Tatta and the Indus was
extinguished in the latter end of the last century, these
people have supplied themselves with sea-borne goods wid
Caloutta, Thoey descend the posses before they are blocked
up with snow, between Guzni and the Indus, in vast caravans
of eight or ten thousand souls—the whole tribe moving bodily
~—men, women, children, and cattle—their goods being on
camels and ponies. Arrived in the Derajad, they loave the
nged men, women, and children in black folt tents, with
their flocks and herds in the 1ich pastures bordoring on the
Indus, while the able-bodied men push across the Punjab,
with their goods for sale, either in that province or on the
banks of the Gxanges,

“Lost year (18506) the fivst of this tribe came down to
Kurachee, and told me they would soon all como that way;
that they had no idea of its comparative shortness and other
facilities. 'When I met them, they bad shipped the wool
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they had brought dowh from Guzni on bonrd river boods
ot Dhere Tsmael Khan and Dhera Ghareo Khan, and woro
taking their wnladen camels down to Furaches, oxpuoling
thore to find rotwm loads, with which thoy could go baok o
Affohanisian, A siring of eamols, numboring 5000, oevasion-
ally comos from Bolchara o Dhora Jsmael Khan en tho Dlus,”

Thess are tho citics, the pooplos, and the trade, that Mr.
W. P, Andrew, directod by hig lingincor, tells your Graco
and the public it would bo a “gigantic blunder™ to go and
attract to an Indus Valloy Railway, DBub grant that this is
Imperial tinflie, and go in their minds bunoath considorntion,
lot us look more closoly {0 Grovernmend doeumonts 1o salisly
us there is no local traffie to make Mr, W, D, Androw and
the Gtovernmont pauso bofore lesorfing it for 120 milos of
Railway thiough tho wrotched Bhawulpoor torritory, I havo
not very recont Punjab Governmeni roporis, bul by ono in
18G3 I find that in tho Derajat “the avea irrignied in L859-00
was 08,148 acres; in 180001 it was 05,080 acres; and in
186001 thore wore 80,400 acros undor cotton cultivation,
and that 2,930,000 1ba. of colton wore emporied of tho quane
tiy grown in tho district "——double tho quantity oxporled
from Moollan, “Tho ounltivation of indigo in the Do
Ghazoe han distviet has ineroased so mucly, that the manune
[ncturing apparatug hna beon found insufficient for the quan-
tity ;”, and lastly, thore was thon & population of 910,690
souls, producing o land rovenuo of (18,0007, annually.

Hero was a population onc-half tho whole of Scinde,

through which tho Iingincor goos to get to Bhawulpoor, o
D
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country the Government have no réfison to assist, quite the
contrary ; and he tmrns from this garden of the Punjab with
an exclamation which he could not have used decently if he
had everédeen to the neighbomhood of the city of the district,
which is “ one of the most lovely spats in all Indig,”

But just now yonr Grace hears o great outery from Man-
chester ; in that city the manufacturers and operatives call
“Cotton, cotton!” ¢ India, India!”

Your Girace might think, a gontleman who had been “ four-
teen years” learning India would be very caulious how he
offended Cottonopoli; but let me see whether Mr, W. P,
Andrew, under advice of his Ingineer, does not run a great
visk of doing so. Lhe Derajat district, through whicll the
Scinde authorities recommend the Railway to go, in 186061
exporfed 2,986,000 lbs, of cotton, which would have paid
on my Railway 73004, for carriage to Kurachee. If I take
the average increase of irrigated land from 1859-60 and
1860-61, and apply it to the amount of cotton exported,
the Derajat district would in 1866-67 export 8,000,000 Ibs.,
which would have paid mors than 20,000/ for carriage to
Rurachee, The 2,986,000 lbs, swporied in 1861 48 an offictal
fact! The Governor of the Punjab, in reference to the trade,
stating, ‘“he is himself disposed to think thai, if a loeal
demand were to arise, the production of cottom might be
indefinitely increased ; ” and, again, so enterprising in 1861
were the natives of our own territory, that ¢ the Commissioner
of Peshawur reports that there is a diaposition amongst the
people beyond the border to obtain land for cultivation
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within our ferritory, ’g’l’his is o setisfactory indication of
the gradual chango of habits which contact with ow
more oivilized subjects is beginning to offoot, livon moro
oncouraging Is iho project of a frontior Zomindidy, in tho
Dhere, Ghazeo Khan district—Mussoo Khan by namo~—1o
malke o small canal from tho Indus at his privato oxponso.”
Then we turn to My, W. . Andrvow'’s [avoured cisiriet,
Bhawulpoor, and from his own letter I loarn that in (80606-067,

after the nfluence of the American War, thero was produced
“from 2219 acros 960,000 lbs, of cotlon”; and among tlio
ariicles smported into tho district I find ¢ colfon ™ 11

Horoe is, then, the Derajai distriet in 1860-GL ecapording
2,086,000 1bs, and in 1866-87 by a gonorous caleulaiion
axporting 8,000,000 Ibs, of cotton, and Ihawulpoor is Zmporting
cotion; the former distriet having in 1860-61 39,400 ncros
under cotton cultivation, agninst 2219 acres in 1866-07 in
Bhawulpoor,

It does appoar to me most ineredible thal any gentloman
sont out to inquire into the divoction of an Indus Valloy
Railway, “in a apivit of porfeot impartinlily,” and who stutos
his opinions ave founded upon “intimale personal inapeelion
and study of overy localdty,” should slato tho country in whick
this cotton is produced is o *f desers,”

“ England is erying alond for Collon!”* My, W. .
Androw, wndor advico from his DBngincor, cchoey boelk,
“ Gigantio blunder 1

* Minuto by tho Mosl Noblo the Governor-Goneral of Indin, 20th
April, 1866,

n 2
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But the Engincer may say, W‘rﬁy do I not argue upon
population, look at the population of the highly cultivated
distriet of Bhawnlpoor,” So I turn to the report of Captain
Minching#Political Agent at Bhawulpoor, and I find the fol-
lowing facts ;—Two-thirds of the district are cultivabla; but
ag 1t s not very likely there is any population on the uncul-
tivated parts, I find there are 1111 square miles under
cultivation, and there iz a population of 147 per square
mile~—making 163,317 in the district! And if we rob our
own territory for the pwrpose of populating a foreign one,
it is only capable of containing 261,707 upon the entive
cultivable portion, and a very considerable part of that land
and population would be found away from the route of the

line proposed to be taken by the Engineer.

I think the Emgineer who went out to carry on the surveys,
and meake an inquiry “in a spirit of perfect impartiality,” is
more to be pitied than blamed, First of all, his appoint-
ment was not one that could command confidence in an alto-
gether unprejudiced opinion from him, because, before he went
ont he had publicly recorded his idea that the line should go
on the left bank, Then in paragraph & of his instructions he
i told s~

“You will bear in mind that the primary object of the
survey entrusted to you is to fix, in ag short a time as pos-
sible, upon the route best adapted for a Railway between
Kotree and Mooltan,”

A now namé had been found and given fo this; it wag no
longer “Steam by Land and Steam by Water,” it was now the
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“ Missing Link,” and xﬁ%ll the catoh-cry word has boon taken
to, even b;;r members of the Govornmont, T cannof, doubt
the Iingineer’s determinntion io forgo this *missing linl,”
with the aid of his jfourteen Iuropean Iingincsrs®und “ any
native assistonce which ho may find neocssary,”  No mabler, ib
gseemed, wheve tho process was carviod oul,—on & stoam forry
nt Kotree, or on tho “faggot and rubblestone ” protooted
abutments of a gigantic bridge at that place; on n steamn
ferry above tho Sukkur Repids, or in tho middlo of u G-milo
tunnol in the Lmelteo ITills,—so long ns thoe “missing link "
was but forged. If money could have found out whoero tho
smithy was to be erected, druly it was given oul by (Govorns
ment withont any stint.

My Lord Dulko, it isnob a * missing link ” thatis voquired,
it is & “new chan ™ of sound metal, in tho shape of o groal
national highway, that is required to bo made by tho Hugi-

neer, and thut “ carly,”
I rocommend this 26w ohain now as I did ¢« fonrloon yonrs "

ngo, in these words, “to bring down the trade of Ceniral Asin
that nt present sirnggles through tho Bolan Tass, the pnss
through the Sooliman Mounining at Dhora Gthazeo Ihan, and
the Kyber Pass, It igalso to angwor tho great national poli-
tical uge of quickly moving up troops [rom England to
defend our Western Indian frontior from the fulwre dangor-
ous hostilo encronchments of Idussin,”

Thig line is also strictly in obedienco to the poliey laid down
in Lord Lawrenco’s digpatol, dated 8ih January, 1869 1

“The completion of tho communication bolweon Kuracheo
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and Moolian, with g line on the oth{ér gide of the Indus to
that ocoupied by the main line, form one system of lines that
seems desirable.”

TFuture ninquiry may show the advisability of. another
line in combination with proposed irvigation works in iho
Hydrabad distvict,

I pray your Grace to take a kind of return ticket for
Sehwan along this national highway. Sehwan is the most
productive wheat district in Scinde, General H, B, Turner,
R, Chief Engineer in Scinde in 1301, stated :—

“] found at a place called ¢ Naree, a fow miles above

Sehwan, stocks of Government grain of three succossive

Ifow much of this rotting food of man has been earried
by the “Steam by Land and Steam by Water " system, after

years; it was untterly spoiled, fit only for manuve,”

spending nearly 8,000,000/ sterling? Xt one of poor
General Joln Jacob’s favourite Licutenants state, Colonel
Siv Henry Gureen, in a letter dated 3rd of Oclober, 1868,
relates i

“The valleys of Peshawur, Sarawalk, and Mustang, situated
atb the head of the Bolan Pags, as well ag those at Sallec and
Cuteh Gundava, situated at its foot~—gll of which the pro-
posed Reflway from Suklur to Daduwr would tap~produce
during favourable sensons enormnous quantities of grain,
whicly for want of transport s allowed to vot on the ground.

“In Cuteh Gundava and in the countries abont the Bolan
Pass the same waste was occurring, while the Stato was
paying high prices for grain to exporl to Abyssinia, and
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raising the price of fool in the districts surrounding tho sons
ports.”

What General Turner saw in 1851, Sir ITonry CGlreon snwv
in 1868, Poor Scindo! Now, it is proposed, after {axing
the Schwan wheatl with 50 miles of nunccessary carriago, 10
take this wheat 100 miles out of its natural routo o tho see,
and go tax the Imperial trade of the country, The length
of line from Kurachee to tho Bolan Pasy, Ly tho left bank of
the Indus and Rovee, is 470 miles, with Zwoe Indus Liver
crossings, By my line from Iluraches 2dd Sehwan {he
distance iz 870 milogy by keeping on the western sido of the
Munchor Laeke it can be mado shorter, It Zus no Jndus
River orossing !

I will eall attention to anothor item of Imporial trado—
Wool, Sir Barile Frere stales that 18 milllons of pounds
were exported in 1864-05 from Iluraches, the export ton-
nage of that year being 41,687, but in 18G7~68 Lhat export
tonnage bad inoreased to 111,708 tons, so that il i fuir to
agsume~-as Sir Bartle I'roro ol tho time anticipated, & ¢ sleady
increnss "—tho quentity of wool exported was 48 millions of
pounds, 18G8-69 will show, I am informad, move than an

average incrense. 1 will nob lako advantago of thatj if it
pleases tho FEmgincer, ho may imagine it is produced in
Bhawulpoor.

In tho annual rveport of My, Juland Danvers, the Glovorns
ment Divoctor, to Darliament in I1805-06, that (leniio-
man states the Greal Indisn Poninsunlar Railway Company
has romoved cotton from tho socond-class morchandizu (o
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the fourth clasy *with marked succBss” So I may safely
presume that wool is so classified on the Scinde Railway,
To carry” this wool at 3}d. per ton per mile would cost
on the left bank 186,3807, while by my line it would cost
107,8217, The avgument is equally strong if applied to other
articles of trade. In fact, you tax the Imperial trade 25
per eent, in perpetuity. It has been tried to show the
Grovernment that this Bolan Pass trads 13 2 “local trade.”
Every trade I maintain is Imperial trado which seeks Ku-
rachee for export, no matter whether it wails at Mooltan,

Dhera Ghazee IXhan, Bolan Pags, or Sehwan,
Sir Henry Green, in the letter I have before quoted,

explaing the national character of the trade :-—

“With such advantages, all of which must be improved
upon, I feel certain that if the Railway wore completed, as
snggested, with a branch to Dadur, the Bolan Pass would
gradually become the main channel for the important export
trade from Uentral Asia and the Indion Fmpire,”

I may well append {o this, two accounts of Larkhand and
Shikerpoor, the former teken from tho excellent Seinde
Directory of 1862, and the latter from the Government
report of Captain Wood, LN, :—

“ Larkhind is onp of tho principal grain marts in Scinde

the place derives some commercial advantages from being
situated on the great voute from Southern Scinde to Cuteh
Gundava, Belogchistau and Xandahar, through the Bolan
Pass,”

“ Sthikarpoor—The large money transactions of its banlers,
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and the extensive and #ilfnlly-organized agoney by which
they are diffused, are known 1o allinterested in these matfors,
though the advanteges of such ostablishmonts can only bo
duly appreciated by merchants thomsoelves.” o

But why is this tax of 26 per cont. 1o bo pul upon tho
Tmperial trade, which General John Jacob, in his forcible
language, when reviewing my roporfs io Grovernment, ox-
plained es avising “from a portion of the earth’s surface
much largor than all the country watored by tho five rivows
of the Punjab.”

There might be some roason if' the Punjab frado was not
takon by my line the shortest and best routo 1o tho son; bud
let My, W, P, Andrew give /g reason i

“ Whichever of the routes bolween which tho choico would

appear to lic may be tho better of the two appears {o mo o
bo o question of vory secondary importanee; and I do not
hesitate to doolare that, undor tho wrgent neccssity of 1he
case, 1t wonld be infinitely better that (fovermment would
aceord tho prelorence 1o o routo not absolulely ithe boest,
than that the underiaking should be indefinitely delayed.”
* Mr, W, D, Androw, looking down from his oxalied sphore,
may think it only of “vory secondary importanco”; bul ii
appeaxs to a poor humblo povson like myspll, yowr Graco is
here invited to o most extraordinary proceeding, Right cannut
be done by perpelnnting wrong; surcly bistory is not to iell,
that at such dictation the good of your Grace’s Lenure of
olfice 18 to be oblitorated by ils being velated you did not tako
the best line, it that you toole any, so thal one was mado,
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While Government hesitate to Widgo the llooghly and
connect the supreme Government city with the great not-
work of Imperial Railways, Mr. W, . Androw cannot expoct
Government to sanction a bridge ovor the Indus, which is
quite unnecessary, the practicability of which appears to rest
upon the Engineer staying the advancing waves of that moss
“{reacherous” river, with sovereign contempt, by an evec-
tion of fagpots and rbble-stones; or will, I think, Govern-
ment hastily sanction the passing the national frade of the
country over the Sukkur Rapids by o steam ferry, until the
snme gentleman has experimented upon the lower falls of
Ningara,

But, on the other hand, when Dhera Ghazee Khan is
reached, 1t may appear practicable to bridge the Indus; at
that place, the river has not more geographical water-supply
than the Sutlej at Bhawulpoor; it is comparatively close to
the hills from which the stone conld be obtained, and there
thoe thousands and the tens of thousands who are mentioned
by Sir Bartle I'vero and Captain Wood would work con-
tentedly, while the Scinds Ilorse and Lahore Light Cavalry
watched the Russian Cossacks in the hills. "There is yot
another point which seems {0 have quite escaped the notico
of the lingineer cgrrying on the surveys for an Indus Rail
way, and that is the facility of getting coal from Kalabagh,
where it is known to oxist, 10 Dhera Ghazeo Khan by a
downward water carriage,

Mr, W, I, Androw, at page 8 of his lotter, states :—

“l will only remark hore, thevelore, that the through
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traffie would be more effectually condustod by tho routo on
the left bank, that routo boing shorfer, as woll.ag salor, than
the route by the right banl.”

What ave the facts from official documonts? The roulo
from Kuracheo, vid Kolree and Bhawulpoor, to Mooltan, thul
is the loft bank, is 622 miles; the distance from Kurnchon,
vid Sehwan, Larkhand, Shikarpoor, Dhora Ghoezoo Khun,
that is tho »ight bank, is 498 miles, Withoul entering into
any “problematical” caleulation whother il is cheapor {o
cross the Indus G600 miles higher up then Kotrce, or
whether the river al Mooltan closo to ihe workshops of
the Company in the Punjab is ensior than ovossing the
Sutloj in a foroign state, thero is 120 miles of addilional
cost at 11,000L por mile, equal to 1,410,000, throwing «
taw for ever upon the through Punjab trafis of 70,9501, por
annwm,

Lord Lawronce givos o vory strong reason for taking tlio
right bank, in referenco to tho oxponditure duving con-
struetion ;—

“T4 will mainly run ihrough Dritish torritory and bonelfit
our subjects.”

Take ihe official rond-route distanco from Kotreo 1o Mool
{an, by an apparont shorior routo than ihe Railway is laid
out, 1t is 510 miles, so That my “now chain ™ is shorter than
the “missing liuk” on 1ho left bunk by 17 miles, Tnko,
egain, the two poinis of Rovoe and Mooltan 3 tho loft Danl: is
307 miles, whilo the yight bank is only 260 miles, I beliove
il is only 242 miles uy the line would go,
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The following table will show edirectly the relative dis-

Laneas i
Kuraonsm To MooLTAN, *
Miles,
Vit Sehwin diveot-—right bank ., .. woo.. 498
Vid Kotroe, Sehwan, Shikarpoor, and Dhera Glmzno Khan
—right bank . . bdd
Vid Kotree, Rores, Bhuwulpum-—-—ught and lﬁft hfmk . 0621
Vid Rotree, Roree, and Bhawulpoor—Ileft bank .. ,. .. 022*%

I have no hesitation in declaring, therefors, bearing in
mind that the starting from Kurachee has been made and is
common to all lines, the Gureat National Railway recom-
mended by me, and approved by the Government of India,
General John Jacob, General H, B. Turner, R.I., and other
high officers in India, Ahas greafer political and strafegic
advantages, can be made oheaper, more empeditiously, and with
legs seientifio diffieulties than any so-called “ missing link,” and
that the carnings of the line would be so ewcessive, that the
inorogsed nforest wpon the money empended, would amply
suffice to repay the Government all loss acorwing from the
“ migantic lunder” of constructing the line to Kobree in the first
inslance; and the emporience of the people employed on the
Sainde Lane shows, the population, through and near which the
line would pass, are more veady o work, and betler adapted to
the labour requered, than the effeminate inhabitants of the
Joreign dlates, Kyrpoor and Dhawtlpoor, over whom the
Government have no contyol ; and that for military purposos

* T have given {ho official road-route distunces; the post-office
digtunge is 630 miles,
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the 8 feet 8 inches gowgo will be found best adaptod for
cheap and expeditious construction, ITixecutivo ronsons, more
important than any I can put forward, will I am suro bo
pointed out to your Grace and the Grovernment pL India,
why this line should bo commenaod “ewrly ” ab all * points.”

The Government havo also to hand, My, T, G, Newnham,
Chief Engineer of the present Seinde Railway, who, {rom
his great ability and acknowledged high and honourable
character, would attract many young military Inginoors
on to his staff, and ensure an energotio carrying on of the
work,

But I am most sincere when I sny, I hopo Mr. W. P,
Andrew will carry out my statesman-liko policy ; for howover
much his former policy condemns itself by the vesults, I am
obliged to point to, and however hard I may have Deon
dealt with, I do respect his groat ability, and oannol help
reflecting what futurc roward his cowntry would have givon
him, had he pursued the policy in 18568 he is now advocating
in 1869, instead of spending tho best yenrs of n usoful publio
life upon an attompt to make & policy pay, which had in it,
at starting, the very soods of rottennoss and docay.

There is anothor point which seems to havo hoon lost
sight of by the Engineer, Tho trado of the Kyber Pass,
which comes to Attock, is shipped into boats for Mittun-Kots,
snd then transhipped into o dilforent kind of boal io descond
the river, Now that trade will join a line at Dhora Glhinzoo
Khan, whereas, if o loft-bank line were taken, il could not
possibly seek Railway carriage until it roached Roveo, It ia
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idlo to think it could benr Raeilwaycarriage all round from
Aitoole vi¢ Lahoro to Mooltan,

The policy T recommended ¢fourlecn years” ago I now
press mogh vrgently upon your Grace and the Government.
I now insist upon it as a duty, and in the interests of the
Indian Government, my former generous masters: it was
sanctioned by the Governor-General, as may be learnt from a,
document appended to this letter. It was cast aside with its
Anthor, by Mr, W. P, Andrew, in pursuance of the * Steam
by Land and Steam by Water” policy, if such an abortion
could be ealled a polioy, which I maintain has enabled
Russia to rattle at the gates of India,

'When, in 1856-57, T begged the Railway Company not to
be diverted from a national policy, I entered minutely into
the trade as it would be affected by a line of Railway, I
present gome of those remarks; they, like the direction of
the line, stand the crucial test of time 1

“In 1850-51 we had » trade valued at Rs.62,22,084, while
in 1851-52 we had a trade valued at Rs.73,88,480, showing
an inerease of 18 per cent, Lot us see how much the Indus
contributed to this wealth, In 1850-51 tho valuo of tho
trade of the Seinde ports on the Indus was RBs.12,96,707, and
in 185102 the valua of the same trado was Rs,15,87,884,
not a sixth of the trade of the provincal DBy Glovornmont
documents it is shown that to carry that trado it required
30,496 tons, Well, now, if we turn to the lend frontior trade
of Scinde for the samo year, we find on the #ight bank, that
is, countries west of tho Indus, the velue of the trade was in
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imports and oxports Rs.31,60,¢120, whicl: would givo 00,00
tons of traffic for a through Railwey, so thai wo shoul
actually noglect o trade worth double in valuo fo tho Railwa
to that we go oud of our way to carry (byh Stoam by I..Jﬂlld. an

Steam by Wator).
« Whilo spoaking of Sukkur, T mpy horo montion th

value of the trado of that place in 1851-H2 wag 18,948,138
and the whole trade of Scindo wag R&.71,33,430; and so fa
from the “alassic river” doveloping our trade, tho value o
the trade of Sukkurin 1855-56 was Ra,16,00,000, and yet tho
trade of tho provinco had wison to Rs123,42,637, showing
that in 1851-52 the trado of tho Indus was o sixth of {he
land frontier trade, whilo n 18556-58 tho teado of the
prineipal port of the xiver was only oue-eighth of tho ontire
trade of the provinco, showing olonrly Hie river 48 not the
route of the traffic of thess coumiries, tho trada of which i
struggling to get to this port of Kurachee,”

Mr, W, B, Andrew now atates thoro pro 188,000 tons of
Seinde-produced local traflic on the right bank, whick would go
by tho Schwan and Kuracheo diveet lino s produetion has not
inarensed in Seindo to any groal dogreo since I wroto, yot the
Agent stated my sbudy of tho traflic was “ froth and sound.
When the Engineor reviows tho northorn portion of my line,
he tells My, W. P, Andrew tho country I go through is a
“dasert,” ond to go there iz & “gigantic blunder,” Amaricans
would eall this “ ladderly language” ; but T respectfully stato
it 18 not prgument worthy sn important subjoct, on o right
study of which may dopond tho salety of.wn Tmpive,



( 48 )

If My, W. 2. Andrew had publshed the report of the
Bombay Government, and svhich in fairness he should have
done, I would have verified all 1heso statistics with tho trade
roturns yp to recent dates, Tho report, ag woll as many other
documents from which that Gentleman quotes, are scaled
against me, The truth of my calculations, however, is borno
out by his own publication of Scinde trade roturns, as apponts

on the opposite page.
I am well informed the results are moro startling now, and

that even if there is any export production in the 50 miles
between Adam Wahan on the Sutlej and Mooltan, which it is
hoped is securs againgt the Engineer’s “wild tribes,” that
trade existed when Mr, W. P, Andrew published his book,
and is made to swell the Zeff-bank decrensing irade,

There is one party connected with this controversy about
an Indus Valley Railway, whose interests I am most su-
priﬂeci has but very poor, if any, advocacy from Mr, W. I\
Andrew in hig letter to your Grace., The intorests of tho
shareholdors appear to me to be placed in a most aitical
position; they are told by the Chairman of tho Company,
who they have so complacently obeyed and supported, that
their prospects are 8o poor that ho oven ventures to think and
fear that the great public works he has so persistently advised
them to earry out will remain o “burthen to tho rovenuo.”
But he does not tell them, if the Glovernment decide, as is
contemplated, to make the Railway themselves, they will loso
all the advantages which have boon givon to the Great Indian
Peninsular, the Hast Indian, tho Madras, and tho Bombay,
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Baroda and Central Indian Railways, by the issue of exton-
gion eapital. Turther, experienco shows that in India the
first portions of Indian Lines are gonerally scant in carn-
ings; bud the {ralfic on the upper portions, quite independent
of the traffic brought down to the sea, swells the recoipis to
tho advantage of the stock-holders, Moreover, the presont
prospect throatens them with further ruin, as acknowledged
by Mr. W. P, Andrew and his coadjutors, in reference to the
Delhi and Punjab Lines ; the traffic of which limes is swelling
the receipts of the Tast Indian Line. The Punjab and Delhi
Lines, as rogards the Scinde Ling, is like & men with a {fruit
tree, laden with fiuit, overhanging his neighbour’s ground,
having no Iadder to gather it with, it falls into ithat noigh- |
bow’s store, If the shareholders apply to Government to
cmry oub a national policy, they must and will bo re-
gpectfully listened to, and their interests considered; if, on
the other hand, they are led away to support o patch-work
policy, they must fuil, as the foxmer policy has failed,

In cage this lotter should be scen by any of tho shave-
holders of the Scinde Railway, I will bog them not to delay
walting npon your Grace and memorinlizing tho Government
to let them make an Imperinl Line of Railway up tho Indus,
and offer to deposit the capital in accordanco with the policy
putsued by other lines in India. I am well aware they
have placed themselves in a position to have it seid, “You
cannot complain; tho policy you have supportod-—that of
‘Steam by Land and Steam by Water'—is the one you
subseribed for,” They must trust to the generosily of tho
Govornment, and, above all, fhe facls contained +n this
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lotter. They may ros# assyred, as T havo bofove aaid, the
raceipts and enrnings of the lino from Kurachoo to TYhean,
Ghazee Khan will compensate thoms for tho loss thoy will
sustain for a iime by the Kuracheo to Totreo Lim and the

Indug Flotilla,
T have mado it clear in o former part of this Tottor, Mn

W. P, Androw, while applying for coneossion for A/ Indus
Valley Railway, which is recommenied by his Fagineer,
may be applying {o raise monoy which might bo used to
carry oub a schomo which that Tnginocr pronouncos to lo
8 “ gigamitie Dlunder.”

If I bavoe not intorlacod amatenr Russophobia polilies
in this lettor, with which to weary your Glrace, il is not thad
L am ignorant of tho geography of tho Russinn oncroachs
ments, Whon in 1856 I advocated this Imporial Railway,
I begged the Governmoni 1o havo ib mudo bofore the Russinn
army marched from Oronburg to IKhive and Dokhara, It
hag not boen made. 1 now beg tho Govornmond {o havo
it made boloro the Russian cxmy is encampod at Kandalin,
If it is not mado, Justory will toll whether, if my advies
had. boen taken, it would hove provonted stromms of Hng-
lish blood from ﬂltermg throngh the sandy walors of tho
Indus,

Tho soldier who shows his army which way tho enomy
comoes, descrvos the thanks of his country g and, porchanen,
{from tho humblost ranks may como the man who forololls
the way. I havo, for noarly twonty yoars, deeply studied fheso

madtors, with tho agsislanco of some of tho abloal minda

India, Until theso works aro vomplotod, the Punjnb is not
B2
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safs, Think you, my T.ord Duko, tho Tolos want Loland ;
the Austriong wani thoir rogonily-conquored torritory fron
Prussia 3 or that tho Seikhs want the Punjab, and ag much
more as they can get ? Would the linglishman want lingland
if it were conquered by a foreign country, and had to seo and
bear what the bold, sensitive, and warliko Seikhs havo to seo
and bear evory day ?

I havo tried to study the marches of Aloxandor, Mahomed
of Ghuzni, Timour, Babor, and Nadir Shah, who with more ox
less success invaded Indin by tho way of ‘our western fron-
tior, There is mow o modern Power marching stealthily
along those routes; how that Power works is shown by tho
following manifosto i—

“ Obliged to pursue the cnemy through a country with-
out roads, laid waste DLy the troops which were to havo
defended it ; often opposed by naturo itself; exposed to the
burning sun of summor, and the rigour of winter,—our brave
army, oftor unporalleled offorts, suceeoded in conquorving
Frivan, which was repuled impregnable. It passod the
Arames; planted iis standards on tho top of Adraraf, and
penotrating farther and faxther inlo the intorvior of Persi ; it
occupied Tubraes itsolf, with the country dopending on it.
The Khanate of Trivan, on both sides of the dranes, and tho
Khanate of Malhiclnoan, a part of the ancient drmenda, foll
into the hands ofthe conquoror,”

If the works I havo feobly pointed to the great necessity
of, are comploted bofora Affghanistan hecomes the tool and
vasgal of Russia, then the Punjab will bs safe, and England
will draw the red treaty line that will divido the Russian



( 58 )

Boar from the Britisd Lion; if they are nof, then Russin
will dreaw that line: bo suve, ¢n fime, I pray your CGraco,
that line shall nof be in the middle of the Indus, which position
is invitod by tho advocntos of & left bank Tudus Tilway,

I must not omit to mention tho matior of the improvoment
of Kurachoo IInrhour, of tho imporiance of which gso much
is writton, I was tho flvst porson to bring 1o the notico of
the Indian (rovernment the fact, that by corrying oub simplo
works, principally of oxcavation, the capacily of the harbour,
both in veferonce to its anchorage and entrance over tho bar,
wight bo groatly improved. My opinions wera submitted {o
tho late Mr, Walker, who, without socing tha placo, dosigned
works of various kinds, Ilis opinions have boon supporied
latoly by tho gontloman who originally supplied data for Mr,

Walker's veport,

I wag sirongly opposed fo onoe pieco of work, that is, the
Koamara Groyne; and whatover romarks it may bo thought
bocoming fo oddross yowr Graco in reference to the Corps
of Iinginoers in the Lombay Prosidoncy, as to their being
“ Amatowr Iingineors,” 1 am woll informed tho harbour is
in a very ordbioad state now s oand boloro any more money is
spent upon such spoculativo works as I hear proposed, I
do most strongly ndvise your Groee to order o commission
to thoroughly roport upon tho subjoct, There is nof in
Indin or out of Indiea, a man moroe thoyoughly competent
to hoad that commission than Colonol Fyfo of the Bombay
Corps of Royal Lingineers,

My advico to the Government now is what 1t wag fourteen
vears” ago—oxcavate all tho harbour channols, by manual
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labour and dredging, to thoir utmost® extont, but leave fan-
tastic works alone, unloss the Governmoent can bo assured,
without doubd, that good cffocls havo aclnally been produced
by them ift othor places under similar circumstances.,

To summarize thig lettor, T beg to stato il appoars to mo
ovident, the route for tho Indus Valley Railway must be
dotermined by answers to tho following questions -

Is it cheapest to carry tho hrough traflic from Moolian to
Kurachice by a Railway 493 miles in longth, or in M.
W. P, Andrew's langunge, page 86, * should the produce of tha
country be burdened with wnneocssary charges from the vn-
oresed melenge” of o line G622 miles in longth ?

Is there most trallie on the right bank or tho lolt bank to
e intercepted, en routs, by an Indus Valley Railway?

Is it cheapest to build a bridgo ovor tho Chenab at Mool
tan, and ono over the Indus at Dhern Ghazoo Khan; or lo
build a bridge over the Sutlej at Bhawulpoor, and ono over
the Indus al Kotres, weighing, in the latter cnse, the having
then to pass all the Coentral Asia trade over at Sulkkur by o
steam forry or any other way ?

Is it most advisablo to construct o Railway 408 miles
entirely in Tnglish jorvitory, or o line 510 miles, [80 of which
must be takon through forcign fervitory ?

Or, if the upper portion is alono considerod, is il bost
to construet a line 250 miles entively in Xnglish tervitory,
through a population of 910,696; or to make a line 807
miles, of which 120 miles is through foreign territory, with
only about o moioty of o population of 168,317 ?

Will g right-bank or left-bank lino give tho bost means of
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carrying ont the politica? advico of Sir Charles Travelyoan and
Mz, Grant Dufl, M,P, P

“These lines ought to bo vigorously progecuted as Imporial
Works, and branchies should be made from thoth 1o {ho
oxtromo limits of DBritish leyrilory ot the mouths of tho
Bolan and Kybor Passes, and porhaps, {0 ono or fwo other

points on the FPRONIIER.
““ Above all, wo should pross forward our Railways towards

itho wronmiER, maeke ICurachco o greal port, and complota
Railwey communication through the wholo of tho Indus
Yalley.”

Lasgtly,—Is a fortificd bridgo over tho Indus at Dhorn,
Ghazeo Khan, madoe capable of passing tho irains, a belter
connaction for the Mililary Sintions of the JLPunjab and
North-West Provinces with the “poinds” of ihe fromtior,
than a bridge ovor tho Indus al Sulckur, with o span of 600
foot and 70 feol nbovoe flovd level ?

Having placed thoso most sovious quostions bolove your
Girace, 1 noet the Jingineer upon his schemo and conduet, in
stpersoding my propositions fox tho Indus Valloy i

I say, then, al I{urachce ho hns essistod in, and supported,
measuros which contiaet the tidal inJel of tho harbour, which
must bo dostruclive {o ils eapueity, which ho will find de-
tailed at pavagraph 187 of my Roeport No. 1, dated Lst
July, 1856,

I boliove, wpon the ovidoneo of Genoral John Jucob and
General II, B, Turner, RJE, two most ominent sciontific
oflicory, If I could exomine the ITnginocer’s Roports and
Plans of the Direct Sehwan Line, I should show he hag
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oxaggorated the difficultios of that lifio in comparison to its
utility,. 1 meot him at Kolree, and say, ho has spont
2,260,0000, in constructing a lino, without, during the fiva
years holwns so engaped, publiely stating how far ho did
so in accordance with the principle laid down in the Gth
paragrapl of his lotter i

“T would remark, that the constinction of any portion
of such a line of Railway, withoul reforenco 1o ils best
adaptation for tho conveyanco of the uliimate fhrough iraffie,
is manifestly, in every point of view, unwise, to sny tho least
of it.”

Or, if he has done so, why didl ho spend money on tho
surveys from Kurachoo to Sehwan, and Kotree to Sehwan ?
when, in Qectober, 1863, I colled Is atlontion 1o tho 180th
paragraph of my Ropowt, writlen in 1856, in which X had
detailed the difficulties he brings forward in tho 10th para-
graph of his lettor writton in 1869 1~

That his proposition to bridge the Indus at Kotreo rosts
upon an insecuro foundation, “ecommereially, sivategically, and
i an engineering potut of view.”

I meet him at Sehiwan, whero he should havo gono to, and
sny, his proposals unnocessaxily tax, and will almost dostroy,
the finest wheat-growing distriet in Scinde. I meotl him on
the 16th paragraph of hig letter, whore he proposes n pre-
posterous alternative for carvying the right-bank trade on
the lefi~banlk line, by placing stations on tho canal banks,
such canals not being navigable for more than gix wooks
in the year, and that not with cortninty, and at a timo of
the year when tho people of the country are fully oceus
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pied in irvigating thefr land, and producing the nagricul-
tural iraffic which is marketablo when tho canals ave dry.

" I meot him. on the 20th paragraph of his lotior, and sny,
tho bench marks are no indications of the gonovad height of
tho couniry, for thoy ollen occury from being flxed in tho
cold sonson, in places accidentally used, and not to show tho
hoight of the adjoining counlry, My view of the caso ig
made out by the Engineocr himsolf, for on the right bank he
malkos o rige of D81 in o distanco of 25 milos, while on the
noxt 23 miles ho makos o rise of 26:56; on tho immodintely
opposite bank he makes the vise in the fivst distance 17+41,
and in the second 13'69, Thoso borrowed fgures, the Tin-
gineor statos, are hig “ unensworable arguments.” What arvo
they worth ?  'What did thoy cost ? .

I meot him at Sukkur,’ and say, though iho country,
near the river, [rom ihal place to Kusmore may bo flooded
equally with tho Roreo sido, yot tho line [rom Shiknrpoor
to Dhora Gthozoo Khan is not so flooded, but is porfoctly
gocure, |

I moot him on tho matter of tho floods, ¢ botwoen thoe wator-
shod of the mountain ranges, and the river which roceives
tho periodical torronts which flow from it,” and say, whilo
enginooring science, under great difliculties, has grapplod
with the Nurbudda and Taplee Rivers on tho Bombay and
Barodo Idailway, which rigo 20 fect in as many hours, he hag
only to doal with a rainfall of 8% inches per annum as a
maximun, ‘

I moot him at Dhora Ghozeo Khan, and say, the rivor

Indus at that placo, being only one of flve rivors, must pro-
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sont a more foasible crossing than GUV0 miles lower down,
whore the wholo (lood of the five rivers has to bo dealt with,

I meet him at Rorce, and say, any such schome as tho
stoam ferfy is Impracticabls, or, il' it bo practicable, it is
“ o vostriotive tnonpaotly and delay inthe moans of conveyance,”
and therefore condemned by Limsolf,

I meet him on the score of looal traffic, and say, tho
members of the Scinde Commigsion weve, colloctively,
better judges of tho jfuct than ho could possibly be. But
I am bound to remark upon tho singularly disingenuous
“ psfemate” givon Mr, W, I Androw for the 31st pago of that
pentleman’s lefter to your Graco:—Aifirgf, If tho left-bank
trado of 270,000 ions prodnees 177,000 tons oxport irade,
then the right-bank of 824,140 tons, in the samo pro-
portion, would give 212,000 ions, instead of 198,000 tons,
Secondly, A considerable part of this loft-bank irade is pro-
duced from tho distriels of Mahomed Khan Tanda, Meor
poor, and part of Jerruck, which baing to the sowth of Kolreo
cannot possibly bo brought inio the calenlation as loeal
traffic for a through line,

I meet him on tho scoro of the population, produce, and
traffic of the “Desert” of Derajat, and tho * highly oulti-
vated districts” of Bhawulpoor, and say, it is scl{-cvidont
he unjustly, if he did not ignoranily, advise Mr W, I, Andrew
upon the subject, although his spocial attention was ealled to
it in the Tth povagraph of his ingtructions,

I meet him at Bhawulpoor, and say, thal it is ensior to
cross tho Chenab at Mooltan, than it is to cvoss the Suilej,
considering the dilficulties which have exlibited thomselves
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300 milos higher up, 'Bhis is so important o mattor, that I
foel it 1ight to say, some corrvect idea con be obtained {rom
tho Report to Parliament Dby Mr. Juland Danvors, tho
Governmont Diroelor 18G8-69,

By a roferenco io paragraph 81, I find tho most important
bridges on tho Dolhi Lino aro over the Beas and tho Sullej,
boing two branches forming inio ono rivor lIowoer down.

As rogards tho latltor, My, Danvers states ;-

“The rviver which runs through a valloy flvo miles wido,
and has for tho last 70 or 80 years flowoed along the northern
sido, seoms now disposed to chango its courso to the southorn
side. It has already so far altored iis position as to make if
necessary 1o extond tho bridge, which was originally dosignod
for o crossing of 4000 foet, o furthon longth of 2200 foot,
involving a cost of upwards of 60,0001

Taking one-thivd of tho cost for iho Bons, we have closo
upon 260,0007, to begen with, for an estimato ; ihon thero
must be navigable hoadway of 15 leet, not roquirod abovo;
thig i mado clome ot page 10 of o vory insiruclive pamyphloel
by My, I\ Login, O.J0¥

I, lasily, moot him al Moolten, and ask, in ¢ opening up
Ruilway ecommunicntion between tho land-locked provinco of
tho unjab and its natural port Kuraches,” why he will
transport that traffle 622 miles, when he can do it by a line
of «193 miles in Jongth ¥

In referenco to this quostion I must point out tho Enginoer
makes Mr, W, I\ Androw condemn his own policy, and with

‘Roads, Railronds, and Canals for Indin' DBy T. Login, CO.E,
& T N, Bpon, 1809,
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still stronger argumoents condomn lis own proposed Indug
Valloy Railway. Ta page 43, Mr. W, . Androw sintes i
“I boliovo it will alwnys derive its chief support from a
through firallie. It is only by thus rogarding it that o really
comprelionsive and statosmanliko view of the wholo question
can be obtained,” A line for the through teaflic ean ba made
493 miles in length, why is a line 622 miles long 10 boiaken
and My, W, P, Andrews arguments stultified? The trade
of tho country is not to be taxed jfor ever, bocause & wrong
policy was formorly pursued. The poor people of the
country have done no wrong that thoy are to be permanently
punished. Tho same may Do said of tho Central Asin traffic.
Why ave the traders, who have meinly raised ICurachee 1o
ils present commoereial imporianco, to have o black mail tax
laid upon their goods of 100 miles unnocessay carriago?

Is not if enough to lknow that ithey have for ion yens
continued io take an account {o the inhabilanis of Asintio
Russia that we have made a railway litile or no wso to
them, or to ourselves for protecting or delending our Indian
I'rontier ?

The position of tho Engincor, who wont out wilh pre-
concelved ideas to investigalo the mattor of the Indus Valloy
Railway, is very ocritical, for, if my Direst Indus” Valley
Railway in proved to Dbe the line that should, after all, bo
taken, Mr, W, P, Androw will say i Why, you told me it
wag a gigantie blunder to apply for a concession for that line;
what possible publio reparation can wo offer, aller tho in-
justico the Projector has roceived P”

If Mr., W, P, Androw thinks his Ilngincor is infallible,
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and that tho Seindo guthorities and mysolf are wrong, of
cquuse ho will persist in the policy advised; but I cannot
help thinking vory scriously tho fulwro denlings with tho
shareholdors en masss, instend of in divisions, willj givo riso
10 difficultios al tho prosent timoe, whioh will provo {homsolves
almosl insurmountable when Mr, W, P. Andrew has o pload
the positions of the varions digjointod portiong of tho prosent
oxisting systom of communications np the Indus,

That it may bo all brought into uniformily, with adapio-
tion to an Imporial policy, aliko advantagoous fo Govorn.
ment and the Companios, I have no doubt; and upon thut
must dopend the futuro satisfaction of all partios concornaed,
o result to bring aboul would bo & worthy conclusion to tho
iroublo and vexation tho herﬂtofure-purﬂuut'i‘ policy musi,
havo given 1o My, W, B, Androw,»,

L connot attompl 1o lifl your Ghined’s' mind above 1lio
practicability of sintcsmenship inlo tho rogions of Lnstern
imagination by such language as apponrs in tho Glsl pago
of Mr. W, . Audrew’s lotlor; T must ask 1o bo only ellowed,
in reforonco 1o i, to submit & quostion thai your Graco will
doubtloss sock o practical anawer 1o -

Wiy is your Groco aslod in 1869 to considor “q moro
onlightened polisy than we (P) have hithorto pursued,”
when that enlightoned policy was prossod upon M, W. P.
Andvew by mo in 1856, and sanctionod by the Governmont
of Imclia in 1857 ?

The answor o that simplo quostion will tell who has hoon
JSoroad to lenrn o lesson through the “sad and ferrible enpe-
rionces of the past,”
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T havo wrillon this lottor undor g strong sonso of publie
duly; and I closo if, fooling conscious of the disadvaniages
undor which I address your Grace, ng compared o o gontle-
man in e position of Mr, W, P, Androw: *fourtcen yonrs™
of lucrative employ has enabled him 1o quoto tho writings
of the many friends whoso names so thickly porvade his
lettor; T have no sueh friends, and no such documents, to
assigt mo in tho position I wish {o take up in advocating
again my Direct Indus Valley Railway; but well known to
many of thom, thero was a man, had he lived, would now Do
onlled to tho Councils of tho Nation, and whoso opinions
would have commandod ationlion at this ervilieal juneture of
gdlnirs, who sleepsaihie glecp of death in his self-made homo
in the deserts ol Scindo; HE would have [lelt and said I had
again done ﬂmy duty Iy odrowing attontion to 1his sorious
matier, oven though it is dono with f{oobleness of hoalth,
engondored by the wrong I havo suflered for ¢fourioen
yoars,”

[ havo the honour {0 De,
Your Groeo’s
Most obodiont servant,

ITARDY WELLS, C.Ii,

Originator of Rellways in Scinde,

Crarrorts IIousn, Oprram,
July 16, 1869,
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(Cory,)
ST, Busman, 80th May, 1857,

I rnave tho honour to acknowledgo the receipl of yonr
lotlor of 1ho 18th May, 1857, 1o my address with n!:mmpmﬁ»
ments,  With roforonco {o {hoir subject, 1 beg 1o agsuro you
that I consider thalt you have throughout your connection
with the Scindo Railway acled in tho best possible mannor
for tho intoresis of tho Railway Company, of the Government,
and of the public generally, Tho real intoresis of theso three
partios in this malter are inseparablo. TTaving been [rom.
official position and personal knowlodgo well acquainted with
your vigws, proposals, and proceedings, I am quito at a loss {o
conceive on what prolences the attempt can be made to fix
on you o charge of having “obstructod ™ the work ontrusted
to you, or of having actod in & manncyr in any way injurious
to tho intorcsts of the Railway Cogpany. Such o chargo s
propostorons unless it bo dotermined thay the prospocis of
suecoss and ol advontage to all partios must bo “wvruneEp ”
by careful and extensive observation, by skilful and wnproju-
dicod oxamination, by clenr and extonded foresight, and by
celm and wise disoussion of tho civeumstances velating to and
likely seriously to allect the work in hand.

I havo publiely rocqrdod my opinions vogarding tho line to
bo selected for the Scinde Railway to connect tho river with
the soaport, and L noed not here repeat thom ; but I may
romark that I am quito convincod that 21Mn will show the
soundnaess of your views on the suljeed, Whilo even woro it
olhorwiso,end under any civcumstancos whatevor, it appears
to me to bo certain and solf-ovident that the iruth of the
malier could enly bo aseorininod satisfactorily by tho inquiry
examination ond oxtended survey proposed by you, and this
opinion was confirmed by the decision of the Governmont of



India communicated to tha loual uuﬂmrltuaa wheu I wna on
tllr.a avo of ﬂepm'tura from Soinde. | e

Tad you aoted otherwise than you hmra dnne in this
mattor, ylru might indeed ]mve justly laid yowrself open to
the almrga of- hsmng ohatruqtad the ‘interests of the Railway
Compeny. ~ But'ss the fsts ﬂt&nﬂ; it is my diity, as the head
of the Province ‘at'the time, in justice to yoursalf‘ to - state
.t'liﬁ.t I am dealdﬂdly of opinion that no man is more worthy
of the trust. and. confidence of his employers than yourself';
._and it 18 mth o, feeling of somothing like mdlglmtmn that I
legrn the un‘worthy requital which your services have met.
with from tho Chairman of the Scinde Railway Company,
smd the unjust treatmant which such an able, aclive, zealous,
and trustworthy pub]m gervant a8 yourﬂelf has now received,
I am firmly: convinced that the conduet adopted towards you
'by tho Chaipman of the Soinde Railway Oampany in thig
instance will prove to be-as unwise as unjust, and that such
-pl'uaﬁﬂdmgs towarlls their best sorvants must tend to act most.
111311131:::113137 on the real inferests of the Oumpmly -Such con-
duct—as:poisoning the very sourcos of success—must, in my
opinion, prove of lﬂﬂtmg and most HGIIOIIE chﬂﬂdmnmge to

the parties who may 111*&01115:3 it.

I om, Sir, |
Your most obadwnt'sermnb
B | OJ’:[N TACO B,

Renoral C’ﬂmmmﬂd«ifu Forcos ut ,Buafew,:
lato Acting Uﬂmmism'unm' in Sﬂﬂdﬂ. L

o ITARDY WELLS, Esqs
| &ﬂr, "gﬂni’ &ﬂ-, _' ' |
K URACNEE, |

- LONDON3 FRINTED BYLW. OLOWES AND' SONS, STAMFORD STHRKEX AND CHARING OROss,
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