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1 BErLieve that the determination of the site of tém‘i:?lture
Capital of Indin is a matter of very pressing necessity and
great practical importance in view to the settled and 8yS-
tematic Administration and rapid development of the
country. -

As respects Caleutta it is not now so much & question
whether the place is good or bad, as an accomplished fact
thar Calcutta his ceased to be the place from which India is
governed, and that the Government is and will remain in a
sort of peripatetic, or, to use the more expressive Persian
equivalent, “ Kanabadosh ® state, till some other capital is
determined. - For very many years past, in fact, for at least
& whole generation, no Governpr-General has spent more
than & wmere fraction of his term in Calcutta, except Lord
- Canning, who was compelled to do so by events, and who
died from Ipdian disease* as certainly asif he had remained a
few weeks longer in Caleutta and died there. Very much of the
want of uniform system in the administration of India, of
the extreme oscitlations of policy w¥ich have characteriged
the last thirty years, also very much oyvne delay in Legisla-
tive measures which, naturally following from, and indeed
expressly required by the Parliamentuary settlement of 1833,
#re only now in course of fulfilment ;—very much of all this, is
1 take it, dne to the want of a settled seat of Government;

to the separation of successive Governor Generals, new to the .
counntry, from their responsible advisers, and from the adminis-

brative and Legislative Offices. Modern facilities have now
rendered possible the much improved expedient of moving
wita the Governor General the Council and the Heads of

Offices to a hot weather residence in the Hills. T am far from .
assuming that it is_undesirable that the members_ of thae:
Government, should, during a great portion of the year, 860 .

- parte of lndia other than the Capital, provided a good™
many months are - annually devoted to settled adminige:
tration and Legislation at the Capital. On.-tk< fontrary

.

T N - ' B
~ % That Lord Canw ag's very sad death wag caused by’ an Pevitab. “Yver disears is
- understoed to be & fact ‘scertaineff by netual examination. - e
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1 believe that of all things it is most mecessary, in
to bring the different administrations invo rapport with
the Supreme Government, and to render practicable the
. modern system, that the Governor General and the members
of the Adminigtration should from time to time breathe
the official atmosphere of the various parts of l.dia, especi-
ally of 1those which still so persigtently maintain the practice
(it seems to be some relief to the feelings) of calling the
Impertal Government ¢ Bengal” More particularly at a
time whei the eountry has the good fortune to be governed
by a great Indian Administrator of unrivalled experience
and knowledge, a little personal communication and personal
ingpection would in a very short time render -the Supreme
Government real and effective for all India to a degree which
no former Administration could hope to attain. But the
misfortune is, that this is just what the present state of
things seems $0 render nearly impossible. It may be agsum-
ed to be now settled that ip future no Governor General will
spend his hot seasoris in Caleutta, and no Legislative Council
will sit there at that time. 'The hot season must and will be
spent in a temperate climate. No tour can be made in the
hot weather and rains. On the other hand, the nominal
Capital and the Offices being still in Calcutta which must be
vigited in the cold weather, the Governor General is completely
tied down at that season, a vietim to Mosguitoes and Red boxes,
and the tours which always were so beneficial, and now are
go necessary are rendered impossible.

To the outsider_not- acquainted with the mysteries of
Government, it is.only Hossible to realise the extreme necessity
of a better understanding {of that which for want of a better
English word I may call & moral understanding) between the
the Supreme and Subordinate Governments by visiting the
Minor Presidencies and breathing as it were the m8ral atmos-
phere of the Eurdpean world there. The fact is, however
well brought ont into relief by recent public history, and if
in alluding to that recent history, I must make free with the
names of gome eminent men, ¥ trust it wilk not be supposed
that I for one moment attribute to them any other feelings

 than those dictated by that most honorable zeal for the public
gervice by which they are known to be ililusgrated, that I ima-
_gine that ' they personally participate in the pvblic opi-
ions which surrounds them,or that T allude to anything which
is not Known to all the world, Their names ave publie property
and as sach Fdeal with them. Well then bat a short time ago,
it seerrs buf yestr=day, Sir Charles Treveleyan was Gover:
~nor of Mauras ;7 M:" Wilson was Financial Member of -the.
Supreme Courleil; and Sir Bartle Frere wus, I believe, a
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Member of that Council. At that time it was the firm con-
scientious, and universal bLelief of the Madras Public that
‘Madras was oppressed and sat upon; that the Governor Sir
Charles Trevelyan was especially thwarted, contradicted, and
checked in all his beneficent schemes of public improvement
by the Supreme Government, and more particularly by the
Financial Member. Now the scenes are shiited ; the cards are
shuffled. This time the (Mvernor of the lust scene has
becorse Financial Member; the Member of the Supreme
Council, Sir Bartle Frere, has become Governor of ,BOmbay.
This time there exists in the Bombhay Presidency a state of
things exactly similar to that which before existed in Madras.
There is a universal belief that Bombay is especially selected
for oppression by a wicked Supreme Government, and that
the Governor is checked, brow-heaten, and elipt in all his
admirable plans of progress by the Financial Member of the
" Supreme Government, It is really only necessary to place
those two scenes in juxtaposition in order to shiow the absur-
dity of beth. It is not in humun ygature, and it most
certainly 13 not in the nature of such men as I have nawed,
80 to turn their coats and twist their feelings. No one who
reflects will seriously bLelieve that Sir Charles Trevelyan and
Sir Bartle Frere can be each in turn the oppressor and the
oppressed, that Sir Bartle Frere could have taken part in a
policy of repression under which he now suaffers, and that
Sir- Charles Trevelyan, after experiencing the bitterness of
such a system, should no sooner oceupy the Financial Chair.
than he tarns round and indemnifiesfiimself by éxercising it
to the uttermost on the unhappy *=veshor subject to the
sway of his shears. No it is clear that all this is due, not to
the men but to the system. The fact ig, that the functions
of the Supremne Government have been difficult and invidious.
It has not really in its supreme degree governed the minor
Presidencies ; 1t has not had the knowledge and the com-
munication necessary for that.: The function of the Supreme
Government, and especially of the Financial Member, is
rather that of cleeking thun of directing. He is, as it were,
the breaksman of the train who applies the breaks whenever
he thinks the pace too rapid to be safe, or that we are on
Financial declivitiea, or otherwise exposed to serious dangers.
For that purpdle he must have both a thorough knowledge
of the state of the line, and means of immediate communi-
cation with the driver. To drop metaphor, there can, I
imagine, be no doubt that there is habitually much jarring
and friction in the working together of ihe Suprewe and
Spbordinate @overnments; that thert®s sodyethify which
requires a renfedy. A good deal might peghaps be dohe by~
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carrying out such a system of dividing Imperial from Local
Finance, as has been several times suggested bul never carried
into practice—a system by which real Financial responsibility
ghould be throwrd on the local Governments, snd thcy should
have an immediate interest in finding the ways and means, 1n
getting as well as in spending. The Supreme Government;
might then perhaps direct morewand check less. Or if the
views of those who think that India ag & whole should he -
governed in England were carried out, it might then check
lers without directing more. But there are some functions
of n Central Government which probably must always fall to
a-‘Bupreme. Government and Legislative Council in India.
Besides political questions, the necessities of Finance are go
ghifting and so sudden that a real financial control must
always be exercised in India, and in the way of check the.
control of the purse involves alnost everything. In these
days there are few good things which do not cost money. 1t
ean, too, hardly be doubted that the mam feature of the
present system of Legisiature is the best ; that s, that Codes
of great Laws put together by skilful legal mechanists in
England should be examined, tested, paired off, filled in, and
clothed with the little details of practical working by a live
Legislature -on the spot, working among the nen actually
engaged in the matters affected by the Legislation, or whose
existing everyday interests are touched by . The local
Legisiatures gf the different local Governments are no doubt
“an improvement, but trey really are so in the sense of giving
a local power (subsagh.tc"the check of the Governor General,) of
regulatingand experimentingin local affairs, such as was enjoy-
ed in the larger Provinces, efficiently administered under the
~very much misanderstood Non-Regulation system, rather than
~ becamse ‘they have a machinery sufficient {0 wmake great
and permanent laws., Their acts wight pe?haps nore pro-
‘perly be called regulations as distinguished from the Liws
“or Acts of the Imperinl Legislature. The Local Administra-
tions wonld then be Non.regulation in the sgnse of having the
power of making their own Regulations on matters not touch-
ed by general laws. But experience hae abundantly shown
that the active exercise of the control of the Governor Gene-
ral is necessary, and it is not likely that =e can maintain
more than one Council in India 'so presided over, so con-
atitutad,. and so guided by an eminent Jurist as to be
capable bof g large and sustained Iegislation. 1 say ‘so
witlrout *disre¥pect to many able men, for Legislation
is the most, difficuss-of buman tasks, and- able men 1in
~lndid have not _nft'epf‘ specialiy turned their attention that
lﬂ}r' . ' ' ) .
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The moral, Jhen which I would draw is that "there
always must be a Central Government, and Legislature of
India, in Tndia ; that in order to remedy present acknowledged
evils the Capital should be so placed that tb® Governor Gene-
ral and Members of Couneil charged with Departments should
have every facility for frequently visiting the different Adminie-
irations, for communicatingspersonally with the otficial and
- non-official world in each Province, and for realising. local
fucts and feelingg; also so placed that the Government: in jts
perwanent site among its offices, and the- legislature in- its
sittings should, both in respect ol locality and in respect of
climate, be eusily, freely, and safely aceessible from ali parts
of India, both to Europeans and to Natives. The only mode
of effecting this object seems to be to place the Capital in
& good situation, ia such a climate that the hard normal
office work of Government, and the business of legislation .
may be carried on at the Capital without Inconvenience - and
without interruption during the six or, eight months of the
hot weather and rains, leaving the cold weather for the tours
and communings and local® expeiiences of thé Members of |
the Government. The place should be so situated somewhere
on the main Arterial Railways that it. stould be accessible
by rail from all parts of India, at all seasons, without inter- -
ruption ; und it should, if possible, combine a temperateness of
climate sufficient to render residence tolerable and safe for
European visitors, and to attract summer visitogs from many
parts of India, with such an absences of extreme cold, rain,
and damp as should also make it a®. theesame season safe
and tolerable for Native visitors and Members of the Council,
Looking not 80 much to the habits of Englishmeh es to the
degree of warmth’ which the human body can bear with
advantage, and to the bringing together in g European Capi.
tal'of a large Christian population capable of service, and
-even colonisation in various parts of India, it is probable
that, even from a European point of view, a climate as warm
as the South of Europe might be, in meny respects, preferable
to one of a more English character, The programme of the
Government above set fortlr would render the excellence of
the sunimer climate more important than that of the winter
chmate. I mayeadd that while the whole gist of my argu-
ment 18 to avoid distant and -prolonged summer absence of
the Members of the Govermument, I thinkthat we may congider
as ‘entering into the local climate the existence ofy ool places
within a few miles, or a fuw hours, so that if %e cdunot -find
& place perfect jn all respects, (und we prdbablyscannat either E
1n India or in §Buarope) a. placé which €s. quite temperate ix-

. ] n - . . ‘-‘ ol . ‘. L
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it may be possible for families and exotic statesmen to avoid
the heats of a few extreme weeks withobt disturbing the
Jocal current of business or the Meetings of the Council more
than when the Governor General is residing at Barrackpore.
In short, if we can get such a climate as a South Huropean
climate with cool baths 20 miles distant in the overhang-
ing Appenines, Alps, or Pyrenees, we might he content.
~ Before finally dismissing Calcutia as alveady abandoned, it
may be as well to say a few words regarding the climate of
that place. There is probably no place regarding which
there are such extreme discrepancies of opinion. All the
outside world, all England, all India, and almost every one
who visits it as a mere traveller, or for a short tine, believe
" it to be a perfect Golgotha. On the other hand a large pro-
portion of the permanent residents believe it to be by mo |
rueans so bad, some even think that, as tropical climates go, it
is not at all bad. The fact seems to me to be that there are
two sides of the shield, and that this difference of view may be
explained. ‘Appearaices are certainly very much against Cal-
cutta. It may be safely said, that if people do not die there,
according to all the Laws of Sanitary science, they certainly
~ ought todie. A more frightfuleombination of heat, stagnant
moisture, and dirt probably does not exist on the face of the
earth. Putting aside the native town, into the depths of which
no European, except Dr. Tonnerre, has ever penetrated,
and taking gg now matter of notoriety, the foulness of the
drains. and Qitches of-the European portion, it 18 necessary
only take a driverourd any of the suburban roads, -and to
look at the horrible contents of all the Tanks and recepta-
cles of thre dreadful water which oozes out of the soil, and
eombines with filth and slimy vegetation; to wonder how, 1if
there be such a thing as malaria, the human race can exist
on such & locality. The evil seems too frightful, and on too
great a scale for cure. Then, there can be no doubt of .the
sad fact that.the mortality anong .the sailors and passing
‘Turopean population is terrible. 1t 18 equally certain that
‘there have been many striking instances of distinguished
men of mature years new to India, even of Anglo-Indiauvs,
new to Calcutta, to whom the climate has very rapidly
proved incompatible, and that some fatal.regults have ensued.
It may be added that the nature of the climate, combined
Mrith sedentary habits, givesa peculiar paleness and want of
sobustness in appearence to the European inhabitants of
Calcuttss and®hat if they do not die, they are usually in a low
state af 1,i-f§, The paleness of the children as contrasted
~with up-codntry children ia remarked by ¢very passer Jy.
Still the residehts who take a more favorable view are not
. i 4 .
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without much undoubted fact to support them., They see
and know many around them who have really for many
years enjoyed very tolerable health in Calcutta. Though
statistics are very much wanting, there can be little doubt
that the mortality among this class is not wery great. All
sthe statistics which'can be ebtained from Schools, Orphan
Asylums, and guch Institutions seem to show that among
 European and Bast Indian children and -young ‘people, if
there is not much vital energy, there is notwithstanding
singularly little actual mortality. In faet, science 18 ab-fault.
Among the acclimated population of the better classes,
" there is little acute disease., The fever and ague of the
upper Provinces seems to be comparatively scarce, and . the
amount of malarious jungle fever not. at all great. The
* Cholera, wlich every hot season creates such havoc among
the shipping and in the Native town, somehow does not
seem to affect the European quarter to such a degree as to
strike people much. The really fatal disease endemie in
Calcutta appears to be dysentery, and that it would seem
affects new comers much mure than atclimated residents.
It is commonly said, that if Calcutta is to disagree with a
" & man, the evil shows itself very fast indeed, he is not long
left in doubt. But if he once gets acclimated successfully
he may go on for a long time. The truth I take to. be, that
there is a large percentage of European mankind (espe-
cially among men of mature years) who cannot live in
Calcutta ; the remainder may live with ag gregd safety as in
many other places in the tropics. The old Pesidents, the
people who bave lived there among, other people who have
nlso lived there, find it a tolerable place. Those who have
‘not lived there, but have died or fled early in their Indian
career; have no voice in this local public opinien. The
residents realise the bearing of their fate on the general
character of the place less than they would -casnalties
among their own class, and generally speak of them as
imprudent individuals with constitutions notoriously unfitted
to the country, who came there when they mnever ought to
have come, or fell victims to such unlucky accidents as always
will: happen. That is one side of the shield. The mure
distant, but more general public opinion of those who know
little of the residents and of the continued immunity ef so
many among them, is more igfluenced by the striking deaths
of public men and the denunciations of those among theni-
" selves who have fled from Caleutta with their lives.in their
“hands, or by the horriblestenches and pale faces of the City of
*Palaces. Thaa]is the other side of the shield. The ngt resulit,
however, is that, though Calcutta is eby no means so com:
»
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pletely black as it -has been painted, it is not & place wlere
n Council of European statesmen properly can or ever in future
will remain throughout the seven or eight ot months of the
year. 1t may be added that the native m#mbers of the Council
have also repeatedly fled in dismay from the place, and
have spread its bad name among the natives far and wide. =
~ In every way, then, it appears that a new Capital must be

‘sought. Sir Charles Wood- has been represented as saying
~ that the Capital is not to be moved from Caleutta. 1 beiteve

that what he really did say is, that the Uffices of Governmeént
cannot be removed without first settling where they are to go to
—That is, without first finding a better place. Thisis no doubt
80. But if the inconveniences of the present unsettled state
of things are in truth very great, ought not the. question
to be settled as soon as possible? s there any redsom
for delay? Do we not know enough of the country,
of its geography, of ils cliwate, and of Phe mam lines
of commuuications to be hereafter followed, to be able
to make a deliberate survey of the Map of India, and ex-
hausting all the parizand places which are not suitable for the

. Capital, to mark off all the places which are in any way suit-
"able? _Aod then might we not, bringing into a focus all
~ the information available regarding those places, pretty safely

come to a conclusion which 18 the best ? ° It seems to me that

~ the time has come when thisinay be and should be dove. . The

atberinl lines of railway are approaching completion, they

"ami’} slt be open ag 'soon as the movément towards a new Capi-

tal could be \wendered practicable Ly the erection of some of

bt ) o, .
 the most nmesaarmullqugs, We have an enormous mass of

information, and uri"abyndance of geographical, t opographical,

_and statistical knowledge regarding almost every part of the
" conntry, certainly regarding every parb_ in which it could be
“proposed to fix the Capital. We need hardly wait till

ganitury science advances so far that unhealthy places can be
made healthy, and malarious places free from malaria. Of the
great mysteries of nature from which these bad influences

" arise, we do not know so much that we can reasonably hope

to solve them in any given number of years or of centuries.
We must look to naturg for a healthy site and to science only
to keep healthy what nature has given healthy, The general
recoguition of the power of adoption has put a stop to that
gradual absorption of the Native states by a mere process of
natural extinction which was p®ceeding surely and not slowly.
Estepting as the result of political convulsions (which we
trust piay bR far distant) there is no prospect of great addi-
tions of British tgrritory likely very much to affect the,
guegtiﬂp of €ae - Capital. In. fact, the Briti%‘ territory Jn
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India now so completely overspreads all Tndia, up to its ex-
treme natural boundaries on all sides, and the Native states
are 80 much mere islands,in the Great Briiish Sea, that they
could little effect the question in its broades? bearings. Nor

« 8, I helieve, any site in Nutive territory so superior that we
should desire to wait for the uncertain chauce of s summe day
talling in, | |

On uo ground, then, can, I conceive any reason for delay in
dealing with this great question. If," as before said, ubso-
lute perfection is not to be found in-any place in India, vo
political or natural convulsion will make such a place. The
latitude aud the aldiude, the rays of the sun, and the force of
the monsoons caunot be altered, It remalns, then, .only to see
what are the best places available, and whether among them
we tuy not find such advantages as ghall satisfy reasonable
demands.

L would heve remark that it seems to me cleag that if
we once leave the great centres of Kurgpean commerce, it
can be no object to (e the Capital down tu any second-rate
city or place. 'We shall then be free to ream over the face of
the country, and 1o select at will the best spot of gronnd, That
it is in every way most desirable and almost indispensable . to
place the Capital within the influence of a great Knropean com.
wunity, of the representatives of the great Industrial interests,
and-also of ull that is iutellizent, wealthy, and public-spirited
among the educated and civilized natives 1 most freedy admit. It
will soun be seen that I put this us one »f the most important
smonyg the considerations by which tha. Capetal should be de-
termined. But in truth there are but iwo places which con-
tain these elements, viz., Calcuia and Bom bay. Madras is a
toinor and not a rising place. [t is suid that as suon as the
Railways are opened, a good deal of its trade will go to Bombay,
and a great deal more to Negapatam and the extreme =OUtH
coast. All the large Europeun Stations in the interior are
either mere Military Cantonments, seats of Local (ruvernment,
or watering places in the Hills tite resort of u floating popula-
tion. Not oue has any such great loeal civilisation~ that it
would matevially affect the larger community which would
necessarily attach itself to the Capital of India. - And as re.
gards the only plases whick really contain influences whicl
cannot be neglected, 1wy view Js that’if we can place the
Govermental Capital within a few hours journey of, and on the
line of continual communication with, one of ghe preat
Commercial Capitals, and yespecially if we call plade it in
stch a climate tlat visitors and temporary Fesidents {r@n the
Uonnnercial Caggtal will be attractell i laroo nuinbers at
the season when Legislative and other Cownvils are most

r
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active, the objeet will be gained as effectually as if the
Governor (General actually resided in, the Commercial City ;
in some respects, perhaps, better, for in these days it may not
be desirable thaf the servants of Government should be too
much tempted to speculation. As respects the political -
importance of any native eity in the interior, the fact 1s,
that in India great cities have been principally composed of
the Court followers and Court tradesmen of existing dynastiés, -
the consumers of thé surplus produce rather than the pro-
ducers. Production is ehiefly carried on in the country and
in villages, where also reside the Chiefs of local power. Hence
cities have always -in India exercised much less political
influence than in Burope. Indeed, in point of mere size and
population, with reference to the teeming myriads of the
country the Cities are not large. With the single exception
of Lucknow, I do not think that there is in the interior of the
country, & town which would be deemed a very large city in
Europe; there is gearcely one (certainly none which comes
within the number of places possible as the Capital) number-
ing 8o many as 200,000 souls. It must therefore be, in a
political point of view, & matter of comparative indifference
whether we settle our Capital near a town of 100,000 “inha-
bitants created by some comparatively modern half-civilised
‘marauder, or near one of 50,000, or in a wide plain with only
o Yural inhabitants ‘enough to show that it is healthy. Even
ancient Hisgprical and Religious_Associations are confined to
places which we are nst likely to choose. Weare rather in a
position to followrthe £xample of the Mahomedans, who gene-
rally selected their own capitals. Socially, indeed, there
would be many advantages ingfinding a new site of our own.
A well-selected capital in a good climate will (we may reason-
"ably hope) some day becowe 2 great Buropean town, and it
may be well that all the best ground has not been pre-
oceupied by native dwellings, thut we should be free to lay 1t
. out from the first according to our own taste and principles,
and that we should surround ourselves, not with the rag, tag
of some. extinct dynasty, but with foliowers and fellows of
our own, with many of our own race, many of eur own
religion, many more indoctrinated more or less with our own
arts, knowledge, and habits of thought. < In fact, it may be
hoped and desired that there would be one place of permanent
* yegidence in India where we should not feel ourselves aliens
as we now are even in Calcutta, but should be in some sense
at honie as” those who lead the fagshion and dictate the
custorn tather than follow it. A sufliciept population and
sufficient trade womld soon follow a capifjal of the Empire
well placed on one of the new arteries by which the whole

F
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circulation of thé country will be revolutionised. Already
many of our Cantdument Bazaars have risen to be among the
most important places in India, e. g., Cawnpore and others
eagily named ; how much more rapidly woul® rise the Bazaars
of a well-placed Capital ?

With a view, then, to the social advantages just suggested,
1 would study not so much to tix on some congiderabla town
as to find a place affording space sufficient for any amenities
likely to attract something like a European, Christian, and
civilised Native Settlement. I would not place the Capital
itself on some isolated and cramped mountain top, but if
placed in an open situation and tolerable climate we could
have in the neighbourhood a country fitted for European
Colonisation, for Plantation purposes, for the education of
our youth aand the retreat of our age, these would be -great
additional advantages. In fact, so far asg may be possible, we
shoald settle ourselves in a country which we can call more
especially our own,

One more very important consideration®to be kept in view
I must mention, and I may be considered the more sincere in
éxpressing my present belief in its importance, becanse it ig
fatal to a scheme which I once before put forth. Recent
history, longer conmsideration, and a more extended survey
of the subject, have convinced me that, placed as we are in
India, and having, as we almost must have, our base upon
the Sea, the Capital ought to be 50 near the Sea that it should *
uot be liable to cut off from that base.in any political crisis,
The more our facilities of communiaationgare increased b
Railways and Telegraphs the more we depend on means which
-are peculiarly liable to interrupfion at the hands of the weak.
est enemy. I am now, therefore, inclined to believe an easy
access to the Sea to be altogether a sine gua non. At the same
time our Capital nmmst not be so near the Sea that it would
be liable in auy combination of circumstances to a dangerous
attack from the Sea, or that its communications with the
interior might be cut off by expeditions arriving by Sea.
The Suez Canal may be a fact before a Capital founded in the
19th Century crumbles from age. and decay. The Governor
(zeneral must never be driven from his Capital, He must
never be altogether cut off from the Sea, and he must never
be altogether cut off trom the interior.

‘These being the principal objects to be kept in view, it remains
to notice one matter no doubt of great importance, the Finanejal
view of the question. Wherever the Government may be fixed,
offices must be provided. Whether the place $o be gelectegd be a
large station or<h piece of uneuclosed cguutry, (overnmeng
buildings fitted ;nr the purpose will not be dund, But it

Fn
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i well known that in Calentta Government_possesses scarcely
any offices ; they are almnost all hired at an enormons expense.
The offices of the Government of India are, after all, not so
many, and there can be little doubt that thie local offices of
Bengal would more than occupy all the Government bhuild- .
ings. The local aud Commercial requirements of Calcutta now
go rapidly extending and so hard pressed for room, would
greedily ubsorb all the vacant space teft in private buildings.
‘The wnly loss might be on Government House, and even thut
would be hardly too large for the accommodation of a local
Governinent whicl would necessarily rise in lwpertance, and
of the Governor General when he visits Calcutia, A new
Government House at the new Capital would no doubt be
required. For the rest the ouly difference would- be that
instead of charging an annual rent, it might be necessary for
the Government to find the capital money for the erection of
offices. 'The result would probably be a distinct saving in the
end. It would not be necessary to find all the money for build-
ing in one year or in such a way as to derange the Budget; even
ifu loan to take the place of the the annual outlay in rent be
not thoroughly legitimate. 1f not financial considerations,
certainly a wish to avoud 0o great a disturbance of the
labour and supply market would dictate tKe poliey of spread-
ing n move over several years. If the site be once selected
_and.marked out,-the Financial Mimster might begin with
one wing of the new Government House, and with just so
mueh as would sufficc for tne hot weather residence of the
Viceroy and the- most” necessary offices, with, in faet just as
much as.is now taken up on tlie part of Government at Simia,
Q0o much of the offices would then be located in the new site, and
besides the compensation from savings in Calcutta, there
would be the immediate great saving and clear gain of all
" the very great expense of travelling and deputation  allow-
anges and hiring at extravaganl rates at Simia which is now
rendered necessary by the annual migrations of the Govern-
ment. - '[hat being the first step, as labor and supplies
graduslly. settle down 1n a steady current along the new
lines of Railway to meet thenew demand, and as the othcers
of Government proceed in housing themselves, so also would
the erection of public offices proceed, and gradually one
. oifice after another would be transferred to the new Capital
Lrathout too sudden a revolution either at the old or the new
 seat of Government, 1 trust, then, that if a fitting site can
be found, thére is really no such financial difficulty as should
‘gerioully ipterfer with a remedy for presend inconveniences ;
Lut that, on the centrary, the measure whuld ensure very

cousiderable gain as com pared to the pI‘EEEﬂt state of things.
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The sooner a‘commencement is made the Jess will be the pres-
sure ; if the question is delayed till it becomes (as it probably
soon will become) inevitable, the pressure, financial and
social, will be much greater. .

If then it be conceded that a new Capital is wanted, that there
are no insuperable obstacles to moving to a new place when a
place in every way suitable can be found, and that there 18 no
reason for delay; if, moreover, there be a pretty general agree-
ment on the most essential requisites for a European Capital in
Tudia, it only remains to go forth map in hand and to try te find
a suitable place. 1 am sorry that this has not already heen
done by persons fully qualified and authorised by Government,
but as it has not been so, 1 propose to give for anything that
it may lge worth (if it be worth anythimg) the result of a good
deal of private wnquiry and thought., I have, at any rate, had
considerable opportunities of observation. I have for many
years had occasion to turn my attention to the collection
of facts regarding the present condition of India, and have
continued that practice till it has become a labit of my life.
I have once before hazarded a proposition on this particular
subject of the Capital, which has attracted. some notice
(though as I have already said, I have now seen reason to
abandon it) ; and gn the course of several recent tours I have
kept the same subject more especially in view. In fact, being
ong of those people who cannot get on without an object, I
have constituted myself a sort of amateur Commissioner on
the subject. I have made the round of all the British Pro.
vinces in India. It has been my fortaue to be employed in
widely different parts of India, and thus %o have acquired a .
-personal tamiliarity with at least four of the great Adminis-
trative Divisions. During recent years 1 have devoted one
long holiday to Madras and Mysore, and another to Bombay
and the Central Provinces, and have been unceasing in
mquiries {rom persons better acqunainted with those Pro-
vinces. [ have to acknowledge much kind hospitality and
kind tolerance from many residents in those (to a Bengallee)
foreign parts, who, 1f they partake of that political Bengal
phobia which 1s characteristic of their country and race,
are yet to individual Bengallees most considerate, most tolerant,
and most ready to afford the most unwearying assistauce,
and the most ample information. 1 fear that I have. ill
repald their good offices by relentless cross-questioning and

-~ most inquisitorial examination, but while I very much
apologige for thus having been so hard on _them, I trust
Jhat they will believe that I was a man with an ﬂngﬂt, and
that if such a man is a bore, hie at leasf fancrys thd® he has
the public gobd at heart. I have, a% any gate, thoroughly
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appreciated the admirable examples of successful zeal in the

public service which abound in the Southern and Western-
Presidencies. 1 have, I confess, returned half a convert to some
of their systems, especially to one by which a series of great
and good men have succeeded in conferring on the populations
of Western India a happiness and well-being probable unex-
ampled in the country, at the same time that they have given
{0 the land a simplicity of tenure and a marketable facility
which is the first and greatest step towards permanent
material improvement. 1In fine, thinking that an official nan
may in his leisure dabble in wmatters beyond his official
Provinee, and that in such matters a man rightly or wrongly
belteving that he is doing what he can to contribute his mite
to the public weal, may offer his small measure of agpistance
and aid even though he is not paid for the business, I

venture very humbly and respectfully to submit the result

of my inquiries to His Excellency the Viceroy, to the Members

of the Government, to my friends, aud to the publiec.

‘The following are the points to which I have alluded in
my prefatory remarks, as those especially to be kept in view
an selecting the site for the Capital : -

1.—It should be as far as possible centrical, geographically
and politically, and easily accessible from ghe different parts
of India.

2.—I1t should be within easy reach of the sea, but not so
near as to be exposed to danger of attack from the sea;
‘cooteris partbus that Coast wonld be preferable, from which .
there is the most disect and rapid communicaticn with
Europe. SR

3.—The climate should be temperate, and, with such aid
a8 local surroundings may afford, tolerable throughout the
seven or eight warm wonths of the year. At the same time
it should not be too cold, damp, or rainy, nor unfitted for native
constitutions at that season. |

4—The site should be sufficiently roomy, should afford
space for some European settlement, and should possess such
amenities in itself, and in the neighbourhood, as might be
expected to attract settlers, schools, &e. :

5.—It ‘should be within reach of the influences of the
public opinion, of a great European and civilised-native
community engaged in practical business. |

If we cannot find all these advantages combined in the
highest degree, we must compare different places assigning
to each the- relative degree of advantage under each head,
and thus ascertain which, upon the-whole, has the greatest
combination of advintages. - But among the ryquisites which’
I have named are somé¢, which must be cunaidef}-ed, to a great
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degree, obligatory, and without a tolerable mark in which
no candidate can De passed. These are, I think, climate and
nearness to the sea, and perhaps also the immediate proximity
of a great public opinion. If I am right as regards these
. obligatory conditions, our inquiry might be narrowed much.
-1t might probably be assumed that no place within fifty miles
of the sea will answer the purpose. We should, then, but
- have to take a strip round the Peninsula, ranging from 50
to 150 or 200 miles from the sea, and &0 see if we can find
a good climate in that space. If, again, it be admitted that
(as I am myself inclined to think) it is necessary to be in easy
‘communication with and within the immediate influence
of one of the present great centres of Indian business
‘and civilisation, the question is mtich farther narrowed
and becomes simply this—is there within a few hours
journey of Caleutta or of Bowmbay a place suited by elimgte
and position for the new Capital ? We know that there
is no such place near Calcutta. Therefore, we come to the
still more narrow question—is there ssuch a place within
reach of Bombay, within a couple of hundred miles of Bom-
bay on one of the main lines of Railway diverging from that
place ? In short, is there any suitable site in the high country
which exists immgediately above Bombay ?

But lest there should be doubts as to the conditions
which 1 bave laid down, I propose to take a wider survey
of the whole country, and fairly to compare the advantages
and disadvantages of different places in their various aspects.

I shall assume that those who may do me the honor of

reading these pages are possessed of a Map of India, and that
they are aware of the ordinary facts of latitude and geogra-
phy there depicted, and of the course of the Railways now
under construction. From the Map will be apparent the
position of different places in regard to centricalness (if I may
coin such a word) nearness to the sea, and nearness to the
commercial centres. DBut with respect to altitude, climate
and the amenities of soil and surroundings, it will be necessary
that I should go into some details of the Physical and
descriptive Geography of the country. In doing so, I must
apologise for this, that I shall tell little which is not familiar-
ly known to many hundreds. But I think I am to a certain
extent justified by the circumstance thai there are pingu-
larly few who know India as a whole. There is & remarkable
want of intercommunication between the different Presiden-
- 8ies and Governorships—and no Mup of India thgt | know
Jconveys a good idea of the altitudes and physical character
of the interior? 1 can answer for myself%hat, wough I have
tuken a good Yeal of trouble in the Way of,inquiry, I never
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fully realised the character of the countries which I had not
seen till I did see them. Even as regardd ordinary Geogra-
cvhy, 1 once imagined that a low plain extended to the
gouth of the Neitgherries through which the Madras Rail-
way ran to the epposite cosst, and was astonisbed tofind myself .
running through a picturesque hilly country 1,500 feet ahove
the sea on a line abounding 1n steeps, gradients, and sharp
curves. 1 believed, too, I confess, that the Conecan was
a flat country betwcen the ghats and the sea, a sort
of Indian pountine rarshes, and that the Nagpore ter-
ritory was * otherwise called the valley of Berar.” On
the other hand, I uever knew an intelligent, Madras
or Bombay man who did not imagine Rohilkund to
be a delightfully hilly country, and 1 believe there may
be some who would fail to detect the absurdity of the popu-
lagg London Punoramic representation of Cawnpore as a
pleasant tropical-looking place  surrounded by luxuriant
ereen hills waving cocoanut palms and lovely flowers; possi-
bly even there may” be those who could calmly witness the
terrific defence by the Nara of the mountain pass between
Cawnpore an& Lucknow. My impression, then, on the whole
subject i, that though the amount of knowledge regarding
~ every part ¢f India is vast, it wants puttingstogether; and my
atteinpt is merely in a rough way to put together the most
salienit points of our knowledge, so far as regards my present
subject. For the purpose of rapidly- running over with me the
physical geography, I would recommend, to those who have
not at hand a g@ﬁd-u_nd ~ompact map, 2 small Map compiled
by the Surveyor General, and known as Lady Canning’s Map.
It has been published recently under the modest title of
“Map of India showing Railway Lines and Telegraph
Stations,” and for the modest price of two rupees. 1t 1s the
only ‘Map of India which gives the present boundavies of
the British dominions with any approach to correctness, and
also the onlf¥ Map which gives that most important informa-
tion, the altitude of the chief pluces expressed in feet under
the name, 'T'hie new lines of communication are prominent-
ly marked, and most of the hill ranges are given, 1 must
only ask those who use the Map with reference to my
pages to fill in one line of ghats which has been omitted, but
which forms an important geographical boundary. It will
 be found in other Maps and may be filled in with a pencil.
T mean the marked Ghat range which bounds the Deccan, on
the north-afid divides it from Kandeish, Berar,and the Nagpore
country, Teaving the western ghals north of Nassick and-
south of the” lower ’-‘l{‘&ptee it passes south ofr Mulligaom by
Ajunta (the Ajanta Temples are in the range)"in a direction
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nearly due east till it approaches the Wardah near Hengan
Ghat and Chanda, #d thence tails off down the course of the
Godavery. It divides the high land to the south from the
comparatively low land to the north, ande containg some
places possessed of a very good climate. That ,range beipg
‘then, as I have said, run in with a peucil, we may go on to
the business of Geography. |

it 18 probably uunecessary to repeat that India on those
natural limits which were attained and.established by that
great (Governor General whom it has been for a brief time
the fashion so ignorantly and so ungenerously to deery, is on
the land side shut out and walled off from the rest of the
world by the great system of great mountains which extend
In a curve approaching to a, semi-circle from Kurrachee to
Chittagong ; in which any altitude may be attained from the
side of India, and which are for the most part inaccessible
from the other side. Of the highest and most secure portion
of this mountain system, the great Himalayan range, a
considerable extent is British territory, stretching in several
places right up to the cternal snows aud to the borders of
the Thibetan platean of high Asia. From the Indus to the
Sardah, bordering on Nepal, it may be said that, with the
exception of Cashmere, we have possession of the hills or
control over them sufficient to enable us to establish
Sanitaria and European stations at our pleasure. From the
Sardah eastward Nepal ocgupies a large portion of the
range, but east of that again we have Daxjeeling, and we may
soon have something of Bhootan. Caghar and the adjacent
hills are rich in produets but not convenient®omhealthy, and
for the present purpose our observations may be confined to
the proper Himmalayas. Those montains may be said to
rise right up out of the plain in one great unbroken line
with little of gradual transition in the way of undulating
country or low hills of any kind. The presence here and
there of the low outlying range of what is émlled the
Sewalic formation, comprised of mere recent debris (genlo-
gically speaking), forms but a slight and partial exceptign
to this general rule. The outer range of the outer Himalaya
very commonly attaing a height of 7 or 8,000 feet, and a sea
of mountains extends back for 100 or 150 miles to the inacces-
sibly snows. The general characteristic of the range may be
sald to be that as a rule it contains no valleys, po lakes, and

- mo table lands. There is but, as it were, a gigantic sytem of

ravines ; the valleys are ravines and the mountains _rg very
stceply inclined sharp-backed ridges. Certainly from the
Suflej eastward fuere 13 not in the Britifh Hisalayhs a

- single valley of 8ven the smallest dim®hsions except the,

C
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Deyrah Dhoon, which is not in the main range, but happens
to be enclosed between that range anl an unusual local
development of the Sewalic range. That is = fine valley,
ranging say abeat 50 miles by ten to fifteen, and Deyrah in the
centre is 2,344 feet above the sea. Further west the range
opens out a little, we have Cashmere in the interior, ana
the five British valley of Kangra nearer the plains, but
still these are but exceptions and the general character of,
the range is the ~same. Oun the hills throughout the
entire range it may be said. that there 1s mnot one
acre of level ground. The sparse dwellings and fields of
the hillmen are terraced on the mountain sides or ob-
.tained by taking advantage of petty mooks and shounlders
of hills, indistinct alluvial steps,on the sides of ravines, and
small strips of rice land at the bottom. Except on the rare
roads curiously constructed with great engineering skill wheel
and even most animal carriage. is out of the question, aud
even on foot none but a hill coolie, an Inveterate sportsman,
or a mountain sheep, can attempt to leave the ronds.

Within the great system of mountains lies the great
alluvial, or diluvial, plain which also extendsin oue conti-
nuous curve from the mouths of the Ganges to the mouths
of the Indus with a breadth of about 150 to 200 miles,
forming in the different portions of its length Bengal proper,
the N. W. Provinces, and Oude, the Punjab territories,
‘Scinde, with the adjacent desertmand, perhaps, we may add
. Guzerat. Here the contrast to the hills is carried to the
utmogt ; for.as in the hills there is not a piece of fakb
ground suffierent to plant the sole of one’s foot so in the plain
“there is-nowhere, it may be said, an undulation of twenty feet,
and no such thing=as a stone of the smallest dimensions
throughout its whole extent. For our purpose the plain may

* be econsidered as nowhere rising perceptibly "or wmaterially
above the level of the sea.

The wwole of the rest of India may be said to be composed
of ®ne solid formation of a pretty uniform character to which .
the deltag of the rivers and low diluvial lands of limited
extent are mere exceptions. By far the greater portion of all -
this great tract is a rocky and more or lcss hilly formation
considerably elevated above the level of the sea, and it is
contrasted equally with the Himalayas and the plains; for |
" as the one is all sharp-peaked ridges without valleys and the
other all dead level plain, here it may be sad that there 1s
nowlierC either one or the other; all the hills seem to have
flat tops and all the rest 18- undulating high land and
valley, *ills-are _nowhere altogether absint and the country
.is seldom purely mountainous. This forfaation ends to the
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north and south in two apexes conspicuous on the Map, the
city of Delhi and Cape Comorin, which, singularly enough, are
as exactly in the same longitude as if they had been laid out
with a Plumber’s line. If we include Cutgh and Kuttywar
we may describe the whole as a diamond-shaped country, the
poinls of which are Delhi, Cape Comorin, Cutch, and
Rajmehal ; excluding Cutch and Kuttywar as isolated and
separated by Guzerat (which in all its characteristics belongs
to the Great Plain) we might describe the solid country as
a triangle, of which the base, considerab®y bulged out, runs
from Delhi along the Aravallee range and the hills east of
Baroda to the Western Ghats and sqgo Cape Comorin, Thus
placed, the triangle would have its apex at Rajmehal, and
the apex would he connected with the base by the hills
running along the right bank of the Ganges and Jumna on
one side, and by the line of the Eastern Ghats on the other
mde. The geological character of the whole of this region
is, I believe, in its principal features much the same through-
out and very peculiar, large masses of trap being constantly
thrown up over the sandstone and other formations into
hills and eminences, which again are usually capped by the sin-
gular Hat tops composed of red Laterite. The soils (with
the exception, of course, of the alluvial and diluvial deposits
interspersed) seem to be pretty universally composed of two
sorts ; the peculiar black soil said to be the debris of the trap
often ot considerable depth and lying upon a reteuntive kind
of rtibble, and the red soil the debris of the Laterite. Both
are fertile though as different in thejr characters as heavy
and light soils can be. * e |

Delhi as is well known is situated within a few feet of the le-
vel of the plain on the last low spur of‘the red sandstone pro-
Jecting towards the north, so that not only historically but
geographically it i1s a permanent point, It 1s as it were the
last point where a city is not liable to be washed off the
alluvial soil by a change in the course of the great rivers.
Agra 1s also on the edge of the solid formation. For & con-
siderable distance south of Delhi the country does not ggein
to rise to any considerable height, and when it does rife it
rises very gradually to the south and west. Farther east
ocpposite Allahabad and Mirzapore there is a more marked
and sudden rise by a steep ghat line, and as we go south
and west we come to a considerable elevation and a pleasant
~cltmate. Neemuch is about 1,400 feet high and farther on
‘many stations situated widely apart are all placed at a pretty
woiform height of about 2,000 feet above the sea, viz., Saugor,
Indore and Mhd%, Oodeypore, Baitool, Candwara, Seonce,
Hazareebagh a others. In the extrefe wesp the Aravallge
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range culminates in Mount Aboo upwards of 5,000 feet
above the sea. Along the southern face of this high land a
considerable height is also attained in several places.

It appears to.me that the common assumption that the
Nerbudda is the boundary between North and South Indiais &
mistake. Rivers never are ethnological and seldom geographi- -
cal boundaries. The Vyndya range north of the Nerbudda in
the sense of a marked dividing line (a sort of backbone of .
India as it is sometimes supposed to be) seems to be quite
a myth. I mean,%hat it is net an elevated range of hills
forming a real and substantial boundary. The country to
the north having alreadygattained a aeneral height of about
2,000 feet, I believe that scarcely a peak of this range rises |
500 feet above the general level; at any rate, it is certain
that throughout the whole range there is not a spot which
has ever been used or suggested as a Sanatarium on the
smallest scale. On the upper valley of the Nerbuddag
there is not even a heavy descent; the roads seem 10
find their way inte the valley without any very steep or
marked ghats. The range seems in this part of its course
to be merely a sort of old shore marking a very moderate
descent into the valley. Nor is the valley itself in this open:
and fertile part of its course very ‘greatly depressed. dJub-
bulpore on the Nerbudda is between 1,300 and 1,400 feet
" above the sea. It-is only lower down when the Nerbudda
has cut a deeper and narrower gorge into which it rushes
down over rocks and falls that its level is low, jungly and
unhealthy. There the north face of the Vyndyas presents.
a deeper and s¥edper face, but still without rising to any
considerable height above the general level of the country
on the other side. I believe that it is much the same to the
east as regards the Kymore range north of the Soane. 1t may
be said that south of the Himalayas and nerth of the
Nerbudda thereis no available ground whatever above the
general level of 2,000 feet, excepting Mount Aboo which 18 too-
far out of the way to require farther notice as connected.
wi%ur-present purpose.

$iat is called the valley of the Nerbudda seems to be
in fact but a narrow and partial depression iw the general
~level of the high %and, iuto which the Nerbudda runs at

Jubbulpore, and out of which a branch of the Soane rums
the other way, a little to the east of Jubbuipore. Easily the
roads from north to south makes a slight descent to Jubbulpore:
and Nursirgpore, aod easily they rise again to their former
level in the country south of those -places. That country as.
2 plateau reeches its gre:&{tesi: height of 2,206 or 2,300 feet
quite on its southern edge, immediately beftre we come to.
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the steep ghats on 1its southern face which lead down to
Nagpore and Berat; and on this southern face of the plateau
the hills do rise considerably above the general level which
I have just stated—in several places very gnuch above that

' level, constituting what I shall in general terms call the
" Sautpoora range. That range seems to me to be the only
real backbone running east and west.* 1t very well marked
in the small Map which I have taken for reference, though
the name of Sautpoora is there confineq to its western por-
tion. In the sense in which I use the term, it extends from
near Broach by Asseergurh, Baitool, Pachmarree, Seonee,
Ummerkantak, Sohagpore, Hazareebaugh and Parisnath to
Rajmehal, and devides the watersheds of the Nerbudda and
Ganges from those of the Taptee, Godavery, Mahanuddee
and Damooda. To the north of Kandeish at a place in
British territory called Tooran Mull, this range is said to
s attaln a height of upwards of 5000 feet, The Pachmarree
hills in the Central Provinces are about 4,500 feet. Near
Ummerkuntak there is similarly high Jand, and Parisnath
. 18 4,478 feet high. The southern face of this range seems
to be 1n every way the true natural and eihnelogical bouns
dary of North India. Till we come to these ghats the
opulation (with the exception of the scattered Gonds and
honds of the hills) are Hindee speaking, and in all their
characteristics Hindoostanees. Even the widely scattered Coles
ar coolees seem to be aboriginal Hindee speakers, and to have,
if I am rightly informed, no radically different language.
At any rate at Jubbulpore or at Seonee the Mass of the
population (the Gonds excepted) are'just 2s 'much Hindoos-
- tanees as at Lucknow, and I believe that it is the same
throughout Malwa. Immediately under the southern face
of the Sautpoora there is generally a strip of jungly, unheal-
thy, and almost uninhabited country which still more tends’
to make the natural boundary distinet. As soon as we get
south eof this line, we are among the Maratta-speaking
population of Kandeish, Berar, and Nagpore, the Ooryahs of
the Mahanuddee, and the Telingas of the lower Godavery,
in short in Southern India. I shall then designate a®the
northern plateau, the country rising to the south and west
from Delhi, Agra, Allahabad and Saseram into Central
India, and bounded on the west by Aboo and the Aravallees,
on the south by the great length of the Sautpoora range
frem Tooran Mull to Parisnath.

L
L

. ~
. ® , . ' o )

- * T am igelined to suspect that in ancient usc the torm Vyndyas Jluludmr the Saut-

pouras, v ¢ o .
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This northern plateau 1is separated from what I shall eall
the southern platean by a depression much ‘deeper and more
considerable than that of the Nerbudda and forming a much
more distinet geographical division. ,It may be said to extend
right across India from the gorge of the lower Taptee, by
Kandeish, Berar, the valleys of the Nagpore Province, and the
course of the Wardah and Godavery to the Bay ot Bengal;
perhaps it may also be said that the valley of the Maha-
nuddee is in some sense another branch of the same depres-
sion. Both at the western aud eastern extremities where
the Taptee, the Godavery, and the Mahanuddee break through
the western and eastern ghats the depression 18 deep and

“narrow. But throughout a great extent of Central India the

depression comprises some of the most fertile countries inln
dia viz. Bastern Kandeish, the whole of the broad and richvalley
of Berar, the valleys of the Wardah and Wyngunge and the
plains about Nagpore. This country does not descend quite .
to the level of the sea, nor is it so flatan alluvial plain as
the great plains of the Ganges. Low hills and stones are
seldom altogether out of sight, they crop out here aud there,
Sr the soil lies on a stony bottom. DButit is all situated at
a level so low as to make its character entirely tropical. It is
every where, say under 1,000 feet above the sen. We pass from
the watershed of the Taptee to that of the Wardah and Go-

davery without crossing over any considerable ridge or divid-

ing line, and by this route the railway runs to Nagpore.

~ Soon after passing the longitude of Nagpore the valley of the

Wardah becomes narrow, and thence the whole course of the
(Godavery (running'ina south-easterly directions till it spreads
out in the Delta beyond ‘the eastern ghats) runs through a
low unhealthy and very sparsely inhabited country, contined by
hills and jungles. On the other hand proceeding due east
from Nagpore after passing the Wyngunga and crossing (at
it appears no great elevation) a tract of unsurveyed hilly
country and the platean of Chateesghur, the valley-of the
Mahanuddee is reached, proceeding down which to Cuttack,
the gpmmunication with Calcutta may perhaps some day be
opened that way. The whole of the country, however, between
the Godavery and the Mahanuddee, and again from the Maha-
naddee to the bofMers of Bengal is (with the exception
of the strip along the coast) unhealthy, jungly and
sparsely inhabited in the extreme., Tois 18, in fact, the
oreat tract so long marked as ¢ unexplored,” and to the
present dap almost a blank in our Maps. It may be defined
ag extending from the Godavery-to the Midnapore Dis-
trict, and from the ‘castern portion of the ranfe which I have
called the Satpeoras tO the eastern ghats, excepting- only the
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Chateesghur country (discovered by Mr., Temple and marked
in the Map by Réypore) amd the Sumbulpore valley. It is
on account of the difficult inhospitable and savage character
of this country that the railway cc}mmgnicatiun between
Bombay and Caleutta has taken the more circuitous route
of the Upper Nerbudda valley and Allahabad instead of pro-
ceedin: more directly by a continuation of the Nagpore line.
This unexplored country (for such it still ulmost is) seems to be
very hilly and broken, and at the same time for the most
puart lies comparatively low and within the worst fever level,
But on the south-eastern border approaching the sea, as if to
make vp for previous® deficiencies in elevation, the Eastern
ghats rise far beyond their height in any othér portion
of their course. Betwecn the (Godavery and the Mahanuddee
it would seem that at several poinis they reach a height of
about 5,000 feet e. g.at Goleykonda near Vizagapatam, and at
another place near Ganjam. As, however, the healthiness and
practicabilily of these places has not been . ascertained, and
I do not think it probable that under any circumstances
any one will propose to place the Capital of India, there it
will probably not be necessary that I should recur to them,s

To return then to Central India, we muy say that the
depression dividing the northern plateaun from the hLigh
country to the south attains i1ts greatest breadth of about
pixty miles in Berar, and is there a very well defined valley
distinctly bounded by the Sautpooras on one side and by the
gsouthern ghat range (which I requested my readers to run
into the Map in pencil) on the other side. The proper wes-
térn ghats (as the name is usually %ippliad) seem to end at
the Taptee, for beyond that river though a broken hilly
country is continued to Aboo and the Agravallees it is not
so clearly marked as a defined range ruuning north and
south. From thence the north extremity of the proper wes-
tern ghats just south of the Taptee as if the ghat had
taken a turn at right angles, the range which I have already
in general terms described runs east and west. It ig
comparatively low and at first not very prominently
marked, sloping. gradually into Kandeish, but further

- east 1t 19 very well marked and contains, as I have

said some pleasant climates abouw Ajuuta, Booldana,
&ce. It 18, however, more important for my purpose as
marking the northern limit of the southern high land. The
oline of this range and 1ts continuation of hilly country along
the right bank of the Godavery to the eastery ghats may

“be said, .to mark off from the rest of India, th& Decean or

* gouth. countmy. This south eountry eagain_ is priucipally

occupred byethe high land to whish the Jerm Deccan is in
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1ts more general sense i applied, In a more limited sense on
the Bombay wside the Mahratta <ountry sbove the ghats is
called the Deccan. But the Mogul Subadar of the Deecan,
" now called the Nizam, was Governor of all southern India; and
I do nof know why we should not include in the term all his
present territory, and even Mysore. However, let us dismiss
the ambiguous term and speak of the southern plateau.
"That might be described as a triangle bounded by the northern
line already mentioned, the western, and the eastern ghats.
But the country about the lower Kistna and Godavery seems
hardly to partake of this character, and there does not
appear to be any high ground whicH* requires mention in
that portion of the eastern ghats; therefore we may limit
‘the eastern boundary of the southern plateau to about the
longitude of Hyderabad. It extends then for our purpose
from Berar to the Neilgherries, and from the parallel of
Hyderabad to the western ghats. It may be said to have a
general level of about 2,000 feet; the plateau generally
rangmg from 1,500, to about 2,500 feet, and most of the
stations 1n the Deccan being either a little above or a little
under 2,000. Belgaum, Dharwar and Mpysore are about
2,500, while Bangalore alone attains 38,000, The plateau
generally slopes gradually from west to east. All the rivers
rise 1n the western ghats and find their way through the
easlern Ghats to the Bay of Bengal.

The western ghats all along the line rise in ridges to a
considerable height above the level of the platean; but there
are everywhere passcs throngh them little, if at all, above the
ordinary plateau kavels.” In fact, the ghats are not as
generally depicted, a ridge running north and south. The
rise of level, the brgak as i1t were, and upheaval in the crust of
the earth, runs north and south, but the hills are rather a sue-
cession of transverse ridges placed as it were edgeways to this
line of general elevation. The sudden break in these ridges
and subsequent denudation by water courses and landslips
gives to the broken ends a peaked and jagged appearance
when we look from below. But on the other side, where the
ridges run back into the Deccan, the usual flat-topped
character of the hills is observed, and along, as it were, the
flat backs of the ridges, ground is found fitted both for culti-
vation and. for sanataria, not broad but running back in
narrow irregular slips and promontories. On such places at
elevations of from 3,500 to 4,500 feet, say generally aboutk
4,000 feet, are and may be placed Sanitaria in a cool climate
at many points, all along the ghats.. The transverse ridges
themselvas gradually tail off into the Deccangbut some of
the most prominent mey be traced for almosts hundreds of

L . ] -
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miles, ¢. 9. one runs from immediately over Bombay (from.
about Juoneir) to Beder not far from Hyderabad. On one of
the flattest tops of one of these travsverse rideos. imime-
diately over-loocking the drop into the lowkr and,
. therefore, at one of the highest and coolest points, is Mahab-.
feshwar. All over the Decean, occasional flat-topped hills
stand up here and there, and are sownetlimes so large and so
high as to afford room for Sanitaria. There 18 a good one
near Bellary 3,500 feet high, two nesr Bangalore marked
4,600 feet, one in the North of the M ysore country. marked
as upwards of 6,000 high,

Between the ghat ridges, the narrow passes through which
the roads are carried soon expand into the large valleys and
broad irregular high-level plains of which the Decean is mainly
composed. Thus one of the railways from Bombay ascending
the ghat enters on a fine open country through which run
the streams of the Upper Godavery ; aunother similarly
enters the country which supplies the feeders of the Kistna,
and, in fact, follows, throughout most of 1% course, the com-
paratively level lands marked by that water system, till, in
the Madras Presidency, it crosses over by Cuddapah and
finds its way through the Fastern ghats to Madras. |

At the Southern extremity of the Sonthern Plateau, the
Wesfern and Eastern Ghats seem to run together and to be
‘heaved up into the great block called the Nellgherries, which,
again, has a flattish top about 7,000 feet high, South of the
Neilgherries there iz a great depression which does not
altogether sink to .the leve! or charscter of a Plain, the
railway through this depression ranning, as I have before

- #aid, through a country for the most part hilly aud in places
as high as nearly 1,500 feet. Beyond this depression, agnin,
rises another block or ranve almost ag high as the Neil-
gherries and similar in character, which, at a greater or less
elevation, extends (o Cape Comorin, and the different parts
and branches of which are known as tlhe Pulneys and Ana-~
mullees, Travancore and Tinevell y hilis; they ave all parts of
one connected range. There is, it is understood, much fine

-ground on the Pulneys and Anamullees, but they are hardly .
fully explordd, and being in character quite stiiar to the
Neilgherries and more distant, I may for my purpose dismiss
“them and take the Neilsherries alone as the type of the
highest land in this part of India. Near Salew there is an
outWing block called the Shevaroys which attain a height of
5,000 feet and are good for Coffee planting, but these also I
may diswiss 43 represented hy the higher Ngilgherries, , The
lower hilly country in the Salem and sugroundind Districts
I need not here Mriher notice. . .

| D .
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Between the high country and the sea, jon tlie west coast,
the narrow sbrip of lower country is generally broken by hills.
The Southern Concan, and the whole of the low countiry
near oM for several hundred miles south of Bombay, 18

extreinely hilly and impracticable right down to the sea, being .

composed, it may be said, of au eundless succession of small
deep valleys and hills running up to, say, sometimes, as high
as 2,000 feet, e. g. the Materan hill, with a flat top about
that height near Bomnbay, In fact, we have the Ghat country
over again at a lower level. Furthier south in M alabar and
Canara there is more flat diluvial landgpear the sea, but even
here it is constantly broken by low hills which, at various
points, reach down to the sea shore. On the East Coast we
have a less intense variety of the same thing, the less
marked Ghats of the Eistern side of India being succeeded
by a somewhat broader, Jow counmtry, more. sandy and less
moist amd rich bLut still broken by occasional bills even
dowa to the Sea ¢. ¢g. St. Thomas’ Mount, Pualicat, and other
shills near Madras, and Waltair near Vizagapatam. On this
coast we have also the rich Daltas of the great rivers ranuing
down from the ’West&n Gthauts across Inda, those of the
Canvery (Tanjore bistrict) Kistna, and Godavery.

Thus, then, I have, I thiuk, exhausted in general terms the
Map of India, with especial reference to the altitudes by which
the climate is so mueh determined. Setting .aside those parls
which T have dismissed us immaterial to our present purpose
I may say, then, that we have the followiug regions:—

1. The Himmalayas.
- 2. The Great Plain.
3. The Sea Coast.
4, The Northern Pldtesn,

| 5. The Sounthern Platean.

. To recapitulate the position of the two irregular but more
* or less triangular Plateaus; the Northern with its apex at
Delhi hag its very elongated base and highest part in the
‘l.ng range of high land stretching nearly across India Hast

and West from the lower Taptee and the borders of Guzerat

to the borders of Lower Bengal. ™The Southern, with 1ts -

apex in the Eastern part of the Nizam’s territory,"has its base
and highest part along the line of the Western Ghats running

Nortlh and South. The two Plateaus lie, as it were, cornerwise -
to one another, and the South Western corner of one is only

separated from the Northern corner of the other by ihe

valleys of Kandeish and Berar, where the Ghats or walls
which gupport each may frequently be seen at tlie same time

from some spot in fhe interveming valley. The Southern

Piatepu in its = highest parts attains a height somewhat

i
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greater than the gqther, but very large portions of both lie
pretty uniformly abous 2000 feet above the Soa, » |
Next we must lock to the Monsoons and rainy seasons which
so materially affect the climate. The South-West Monsoon
. may be said to blow partially from that quarter at an
- eurber date (especially in the’ South) but it only acquires
strength and begins to bring in the reguilar rains about
the begirning of June. It is chiefly felt as & regular Mon-
soon (that is a 8trong and constant wintd from one direction)
on the West Coast, and in the countries which derive their
supply from that querter, There it comes in from the
Waest with great violence in June and July, and, though the
wind becomes lighter in August, the rains may be said
to last to the begining of October. 1t appears, so far as I
can gather, that they are not quite so heavy in the extreme
South, but going Northward along the Malabar and Canarese
Coasts; they are excessivel y heavy, and so confinue till
towards Bowbay they begin to lessen in intensity. At Bom-
bay they seem to be still very constant, *vapoury; and dis-
agreeable, but the annual rainfall ig not VEry enormous,
say about 80 inches, falling almost exiirely in the Monsoon.
North of Bombay the quantity of rain lessens, in Guzerat
1t is much less, and further North it disappears al-
together, so that in Sinde and the desert, there is no regular
rainy season, and scarcely any rain, The great plain, there-
fore, gets no rain supply from the West, unless indeed any
of the Western clouds find their way to Agra or other
places on the banks of the Jumna, ofewhich we have no in-
formation. The mass of the clouds brought up by this West
- Monsoon are poured out on the Western Ghats, the rain-fall
there rising as high as three hundred inches or more and
rendering all the exposed places on the Ghats and neighbour-
ing hills (e. g. Mahableshwar and Materap® almost uninbabit-
able in the rainy season. But though these very watery cloudg ®
reach to the top of and over the crest of the highest of the
Ghats, it is singular that fhat they go little beyond the out-
er line. It appears one of the most extraordinary phenomeng,
to be seen that on these ridges you may stand at an elevated
- slte and se®one point (near the edge) wlere there is a fall . of
three hundred inches, another, eizht or ten miles further back
where the fall is not above a fourth or fifth of that quantity, and
another half or dozen miles further stil]l -where it is almost
- reduced to a minimum, perhaps is not more than cightecn,
Or twenty inches in the year; and all the while there ig no
vsible obsticle to arrest the progress - of, the vain Qotween
| these places; inf fact, the Monsoon, so {ar as the current of
‘&ir'is concerned® continues its comrse uninterrupted. It geeny
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that the rain-clouds just curl over the tpp of “the VWestern
Ghats,” and in the course of about fifteen miles lose the
whole of tbeir excessive moisture. The country beyond
gets all the béhefit of . the coolness and airiness cansed
by the rain and wind, without the heavy rain itself, and,.
consequently, the climate of this country beyond the ghats
appears to be, during this raivy season, one of the most
delightful in the world. There is just enough rain to water
the ground, (considefably elevated as it is,} throunghout the
monsoon season-; it is never too hot and never too cold, and
there is always a pleasant breeze. Im parts of the Bombay
Deccan the rain-fall is so small as to suffice (in that undu-
lating country) for little more than the rainy season—during
the rest of the year thereis a want of moisture, and the
climate is therefore, taking the whole year round, more dry
than is desirable. This gives the country about Poonah and
along the line of the rail towards Shelapore an arid and
treeless appearance, Bellary and other places in the same
® direction are also very dry. |
In the South, towargs Dharwar and the Mysore country,
the supply rain is better, and there is not the same aridity. The
Southern countries seem also to have showers which mitigate
the hot weather somewhat earlier in the season. The
Monsoon rains from the West extend as far ag the llastern
shats on the Bastern edge of the plateau. On the Neil-
sherries, the fall of rain is not so excessive as to drive away
the European residents, but fhroughout the rainy season, there
is much driving heavy cain, and in_this respect Ootacamund
seems to have no advantage over Simla and the Himmalayan
stations. The South-West Monsoon does not pass beyond the
Mysore country, and the Neilgherry and Puiney ranges to
the country below the Mastern ghats—that is the low
country comprisiffy Madras and the districts on the Hast
® oast—South of and for some distance North of Madras.
That tract alone is excluded from the benefit of those regular
summer rains, and has, at that season, but partial and irregular
showers. . In sil India there are but two tracts thus deprived
of the rains brought up by the South-west monsoon, Scinde
and the desert in one quarter, and the Madras coast in
“another. Tt is this want ot summer rain which gives thelr
preat importance to the jrrigation works of the Madras
.deltas, since the rivers filled by the immense rain-falls of
the western ghats aud the moderate periodigal rains of the
intervesing country are just at their highest when water
s mogt wanted in the Deltas, and it is then, moft easily dis-
tributed frdm the over-filled and over-flowing channels. The
Siuotion is eZactly that ofthe Egyptian ¢lta in reference

.‘.I-
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to the Nile. ~Irrigation works of this character must not be
confounded with those undertaken in countries exposed to
the periodical raing. These latter are of a totally diffarent
characfer, the water being only in demand when the Mveis
_are at their lowest, and they requlre much greater works to
bring the water from a much greater distance.

In the Northern portions of the country watered by the
Western monsoon, 1t appears that, although the Coast supply
of rain is much smaller than farther Sputh (decreasing from
about 180 inches at Mangalore and 120 in the further Concan
to about 35 in Guzerat), whether it be that the clouds find
their way up the Gorges of the Taptee and Nerbudda, that
the hills north of the Taptee are less high and check them
less, that they are lLighter and fly higher—that they are
attracted by the Sautpoora range, or that their course is
checked by the counter current of the Gangetic valley, what-
‘ever the cause it would appear that in the interior the country
is better watered by the monsoon than farther south in
the Deccan. All Central India seems tosreceive its rain sup-,

ply from the west. Berar and Negpore are well watered and
the neighbouring stations on the norshern Plateau are moist,
Baitool and Seonee arve so, and Jubbulporeis in therains de-
‘cidedly moist and tropical. Mhow is dry, but there is more
rain at Neemuch, and Saugor  is cloudy and well watered in
the rains. It appears that throughout Central India there is
@ peculiar cloudiness in the rains, so that at S8augor and Jub.
bulpore the sun is sometimes seldom seen for a month
together, This is probably due to the collection of the
clouds between the two currents, the westerly current and
that of the Gangetic valley to which I shall soon allude.

1t may be generally remarked of all the countries affected
by the direct westerly monsoon that the rain comes with a
much more steady and regular wind than, in the plain of the
- Ganges. It may be expressed that the one is a proper mon-_

‘goon, and the other only a rainy season. This steady wind
makes the rainy season cooler and less muggy. The remark
of course applies in a greater degree to stutions more nearly
and directly exposed to the westerly monsoon than to those at
a distance,-but even at Nagpore, at a scarcely greater elevation
“than Meerut or Delhi, and nearly 500 miles from the Sg¢a, the
rainy season 1s very much cooler and more pleasant than at
those places. 1t may, then, generally be said that all the places
- partaking in the monsocoun of the west coast (except those
where the rain is unendurably heavy;, or where the elevation
| éa too great to make theewind a desideratum) havd, altitude
apart, a pleas®nter climate in the rainse than those of the
Bengal Presidency, and that as almosteall thg stations in the
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interior are placed higher than those of the great plain with-
out being too high, they are as a rule refy much pleasanter -
" at that season, -

- MW addition to what I have said of the moistness #f most
of the stations oh the sowthern base of the nortliern Platean,
I muy here add that the eastern projection of that Plateau,
the Chota Nagpere country about Hazareebagh, receives an
~ abundant supply of rain from the Bay of Bengal, (the rainfall
at Hazareeburh seems to be about 70 6r 72 inches,) so that the
greater part of the higher portions of this Plateau may he
cgenerully stauted to be moist. | | N

- Another branch of the south western monsoon at the same
geason affects the greater part of the Bay of Bengal and the
eastern side of India. In the southern part of its eourse,
this branch is separated from the western branch by the
Madras country, and part of the adjacent sda. Ruunding the
southern extremity of Ceylon, the monsoon takes a south-
westerly direction, and thus keeps clear of that part of the
eastern coast which runs nearly due north aud south. But
as it gets further up the Ray of Bengal it blows more directly
from the south, and the coast also frown about the mouth of
the Kistna, trending more to the east, the monsoon strikes
this coast and brings up heavy rain on all the country on the
~upper part of the Bay. At Vizagapatam the fall seems to
be light, it increases in Cattack, and is pretty heavy in
Calecutba. - The total annuul rain-fall there 1s gbout sixty-five
inches per annum. In Euastern Bengal it 1s much heavier,
and on the hills of the extreme east it is enormous, some-
times it is said as-highs 600 inches in a year.

At Calcutta and in Lower Bengal at this season (and for
some time before in the hot weather) the breeze is hardly
strong aud regular enough to fulfil the idea of a monsoon, but
still there is a pretty constant southerly current to which
that nanme may perhaps be given. Proceeding north this
current is agcain deflected to the west, and so in a weakened
and less constant form 1t proceeds up the plain of the Ganges.
It can no longer be called a monsoon, and is very varying
and inconstant, but still there is, during part of June and
the following months, a general tendency to south-easterly
and easterly winds or currents which bring up the monsoon
rainsy and to which the country is indebted for fertilising
moisture. © As a general rule, then, the whole upper plain of
the Ganges receives it8 rain supply from the east, and this
‘supply, though from a .contrary direction, is moved by the
same impulse and 1s, as it were, part of the, south-west
monsoon. - Proceeding farther up the country, the supply
becomes les§ and less- but seldom fails altogesher till we pass
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~ into tbe waterstigd of the Indus system of rivers. ¥t is
always heavier near the Himalayas than farther from them.
Passi‘)elhi, the flat country to the left is very scantily
water nt nearer the hills the supply continues. Crossing
the Sutlej, the Jullunder Doab is well watered, but at Lahore
the supply 1s scanty and precarious, and farther on the
watered country becomes narrower till' beyond the Jhelum,

- these periodical rains seem to be confined to the hilds.
Everywhere in the plains the breezes being so light and
uncertain ‘and the rain supply broken and interrupted,
it is frequently or generally muggy and hot throughout
the rainy season. In the lower parts of the Upper Pro-
vinces and near the hills the annual rainfall may be taken
to be forty to forty-five inches; further up and further
from the hills it d@minishes to about twenty-five inches. In
the greater part” of the lower Punjab there is no regular
rainy season that can be depended on, and the absence of rain
in the tract between the Punjab the Ocean and the Aravallee
range causes the great Indian Desgert. =

The rain falls heavier and mor@econtinually than in the
plains along the whole course of the outer Himalayas, but
at considerable elevations it is not so:-very heavy as in the
lower hills to the east. The annual fall of rain at Darjeeling
is, I believe, about a hundred and twenty or a hundred and
thicty inches, at Nynee Tal about eighty-five, at Mussooree
about seventy-five, at Simla about sixty-five inches, and at
Murree considerably less.

It is not till very high ranges gf thirteen or fourteen
thousand feet intervene that the periodical rains cease

~in the hills; but far in the interior beyond those high

ranges they are little felt. In the remote Hill regions
twelve or fourteen marches beyond Simla we are nearly
beyond their influence ; it is the same in Cashmeer, and the
rains do not reach into Thibet. -

The Bengal branch of the south-west monsoon scems to
be as it were slewed round to make the north-East
monsoon. Towards the end of the rains the wind in Calcutta
often trends a little to the east—that is, it is more or less
south-easterly or south-south-easterly; but still the brief
wind up of the rains, which often comes down ﬁretty

= heavy in October, plainly comes up from the southern

sea, and 1t never oceurs to any onein the Bengal Presidency
- tostake it for anything else than the tail of the regular rains
~of the southern monspon. At the same time, however, in
fhe end of September and throughout October, and apparently
by the same ifpulse, a good deal of thore centinted rain
seems to be th‘!"own by an easterly witid across the Bay, of
_ - .
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Bengal on the country to the west of the upper portion of
the Bay, and there passes for the north-east .monsoon. The
Cyclones which occasionally occur at this season m to
come up from the Bay driving the water befor em 3
in Lower Bengal they come up from the south, in the northern
districts of the Madras Presidency they come from the east.
The country in the east of the Peninsula which receives a
share of both monsoons is thus rendered moister than those
which receive but a_scanty share of one. These easterly
October rains, though heavy only to the east, seem to extend
in a slicht shape almost throughout the Dbreadth of the
Peninsula, being more distinctly perceptible in the centre,
and less so in the west. Even in Bombay, the stormy showers
usually expected some time in October, cowing from the east
over Klephanta are called Elephantas*. Agd in the Deccan
a small fall from the east is commonly ®xpected at that
season, and is there known as the Madras monsoon. At
Madras itself, however, the monsoon rain usually does not
fall till somewhat later, when the current having been more
decidedly slewed round @mes from the north-east, and
throws the rain and sea on the southern part of the coast.
There though the official monsoon or dangerous season, is
supposed to commence on 15th October, it is generally a
short affair of three weeks heavy rain in November. Inland
the fall is less heavy, but it reaches Mysore, the Neilgherries,
and other inland parts. | '

~ As respects the rest of the year, northerly currents of air
prevail, I believe, for some months on the Indian ocean.
~ In Calcutta the eold weather air generally comes from the

F ~ north. In the Upper Provinces there is no very® prevailing
wind in the cold season, and the nights are usually quite

still.. This absence of cold winds with very cool air and a

~ bright sky makes the up-country cold weather particularly
pleasant and invigoratinz. In Maecrh, April, and May again
westerly wind prevails in the Upper Provinces, and as the
desert and dry country over which it blows becomes heated,
these winds become the hot winds of May and June. e

In the Decean after the west winds of the monsoon, there
seems to be a re-action in a general tendency to easterly winds,
and thgse easterly winds, cold in the cold season and hot in
the hot season, are not popular there. | |

All round the coast during the whole of the season in

-

* EDT‘E.-_—-—T};&’E is the popular derivation of the word, and I never doubted its
authentieig . “but since writing this passage, I'nave been struck oy a passage.
. in Sir Thomas Rog's travels, in which, while he is at the Cour?'of the Emperor at
Ajmere, he says that the Octoler rains are there called ¢ Oliphants.” o
| -
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which the strong *nonsoon is not blowing, the diurnal sea
and land breezes are constaut.. The sea breeze in particular
always Jlows fresh and pleasant and much mitigates the
climate. In the cold weather it has a nartdw range, but in
the hot weather, when the land is heated and the contrast ig
greater, it extends a long way inland, and is more or less
felt at places 100 or 150 miles distant from the sea. On the
west coast at this season it passes the ghats, and late in tle
afternoon arrives at stations some way beyond them. =

I think that I have now mentioned all the main elements
affecting the climate generally, For latitude and proximity
to the sea I have referred to the Map, the altitude and
general conformation, and the winds, monsoons and rains, I
have attempted to describe. Now as to the result on the
climate of particwlar places. | .

Putting altitude apart, it ig singular how much the great
differences of latitude in India are compensated by nearness
to the sea and other circumstances, and, as respects all the
chiet places not materially raised _above *the sea level, how
evenly balanced are their relative superiorities and inferiorities
in the matter of climate. Tuking Calcutta, Ma,dra_,s,-Bﬂmbay,
and any good station in the plains of the Upper Provinces,
it is impossible decidedly to say which is hest, all are so
‘balanced that those who prefer one or the other may, with
some reason, maintain its superiority. I have already dis-
cussed the climate of Caleutts. Comparing it to the Upper
Provinces, it may be observed that, for three or four months,
Calcutta is quite cool erough for ordinery sedentary residents,
g0 cool that.the feeling of disagreeabie heat is altogether
absent. - At the same time the air is not very bracing, there
13 always a good deal of damp, and {he mosquitoes are at that
season terrible. Up the country the cold weather is decid-
edly superior, it lasts lo#ger, is colder and more dry and
bracing without being (till, perhaps, we get up as far ag
Lahore) at all raw or disagreeable. On the other hand, the
hot weather in Calcutta, though, no doubt, very hot, is tem-
pered by the southerly breeze which ofien makas the evenlngs
almogf cool while we are directly within its influence 5 whereas
the heat np-country of the two months from the latter part
of April to the setting in of the rains is tremendons, This
‘heat is, no doubt, quite mitigared during the day by tatties
when the wind does not fail, but the wind very often doss
fail* in the day. At night it always fails, and the hottest
nights of the Upper Provinces are certainly very distyressing.
Quitside, the Bﬂun&ry there then looks like a hpwling, dusgy wil-
aerness, Yet the hot winds are tlmught;mt to be &b the time
unhealthy, thoudh they must try the Europeaw constitution,

E



54 THE CAPITAL OF INDIA.

In the rains, again, the southerly breegz and abundance of
rain makes the first part of that season in Calcutta preferable,
I think, to the Upper Provinces, where there are often very
hot breaks in the weather, and a tendeney to imuggy-
mness. Later in the season, when the wind fails, Calcutta -
is much more moist and wuggy than the drier country but
then again the rains last longer, and there is not so much of
the fever and ague which often attend the hot drying up of
the rains in niany of the less moist stations of the Upper
Provinces, . S L

Altogether, while the climate -of the Upper Provinces is de-
 cidedly preferable in the cold weather, that of Calcutta is
probably on the whole not more, perhaps it is. less-disagree~
able in the bot weather. Again up-the-country, there are
~ great facilities for getting to the hills which are wanting 1

Calcutta where the absence of any means of change is &

‘great disadvantage. Darjeeling 1s yet far distant, besides being:
so rainy for so great a part of the season. Parisnath has
never been utilised as it might be. It is something to  get
to sea in cases’ of serious illness, but till it comes fo that,
people do not much appreciate such.a change. There 18 no
means of spending the Saturday and Sunday in a better
climate. o |

On the whole, T think (reference being had to what I have
before said regarding the sanitary condition of Calcutta), that
Calcutta is a more dangerous place for mnew arrivals, but
perhaps, on the whole, not more trying to acclimated seden-
tary residents, livingrthere all the year round for a series
of years, than would be a similar life at an up-country station.
The up-country residents look more robust, but if they never -
take a change they are much tried. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, with se many hill stations at band, they do get change
and their families do still more. ®Take it, then, all in all, L
think that, as a body, the Europeansin the Upper Provinces
are more robust and more healthy than those in Caleuntta; but
that the difference in the value of Kovropean life 1s not so
oreat as has been sometimes supposed. Although healthy
people leading an active life up-country may look much
hetter than those who sit in offices in Culcutta, stii for
Sedentary Legislators and Administrators fixed for business
in the hot and rainy months, there would be no very great-
advantace of climate at any station in the plaing of the
Upper Provinces. ‘ | d

Madmsg, being only less warm than ab other seasons [or a
short gime in the,cold season, and little cogled Dy the south
west monsGon, has an average. temperature higher than any
of the places” with which I am  comparing it. Still there
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are a good many showers at different times in the year, (the
average rainfall 1s forvy-seven inches), and a fine sea breeze
which seldom fails. The place seems to be free from mala-
rious influences. Some people seem to live rabustly there to a
good age ; and altogether Madras may be deemed tolerably
healthy, decidedly more healthy I think than Caleutta.
There are also wnow excellent facilities for getting away, for
& change, to Bangalgre, the Shevaroys, and the Neilgherries.,

The country under the western ghats js not so unhealthy as
such sub-montane tracts in tropical climates sometimes are,
The hills of the Concan and the whole of the sea coast seem to
be healthy enough. But the low coufined valleys, which
the sea breeze does not well reach, are decidedly unhealthy.
The sea breeze 18 everything in those parts, and at all the
places on the coast to be either cool healthy or yon must be
actually on the sea and exposed to the direct action of the breeze.
T'his, tien, is the case with Bombay. Bombay itself is by no
means an unhealthy elimate ; but parts of the adjoining Con-
can are not heaithy and are very sparsely inhabited, [t 1is
therefore difficult to extend elsewhere than immediately on the
sea shore. 'The situation of the town and island of Bombay.
renders it inthis respect, excessively cramped and inexpansible,
As it stands, however; I repeat that Bombay is by no means
unhealthy for a place in the Tropics. 1t seems to be pretty
free from malarious influences. The cold weather is not
nesrly so cool, or so long protracted, as that of Calecutta j but
from the end of November to the end of March the climate
upon the sea shore seems to be pleasygnt and healthy. April
and May arve hot, but still are tempered by the Sea breeze,
~The rains are heavy, boisterous, constant , aud unpleasant,
but not unhealthy. After the rains, ugain, October and part -
of November are warm. On the whole, Bombay, taken by
itself, seems to be a healtljer place than Calentta, and, taking
into consideration the facilities for change, it is much healthier,
The hill of Matheran, within four- or five hours’ journey by
a very easy route, though not munch more than two thousand.
feet high, 1s, owing to the influence of the sea breeze, suf-
ficiently cool in the hottest weather and a delightful Saturday
change. And in the rains, within one hundred and twenty miles
by Rail, that is seven or eight hours’ journey, is the delightful

- climate of the Deccan,

Thus, then, 1t will be seen that, whilst as I have said the
pro& and cons of many far distant places are pretty well ba-
Janced, still as a place of residence for persons arriging from-.
Europe at a enaturs age, Calcutta is decidedly less | ealthy and
safe than the other places mentioned, botd in ifgelf mnd in
the want of facHity for easily obtaining $hange of air -
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It would be useless to earry this comparison- farther; the
present Capitals of the different provinces are sufficiently good
instances of the climate of the plains and of the ceast, and
no other places, similarly sitnated, are likely to be chosen to
supersede them. The other places on the coast are, 1n climate,
very like Madras and Bombay, Guzerat more partakes of the
¢Hinate of the Upper Provinces, but is, unfortunately, by no
means healthy. _

To find, then, a-better climate, we must look to a great-
er elevation. Firgt I shall deal with the higher eleva-
tions.

At an altitude of 7,000 feet, which is about that of our
hill Sanataria, we secure a cool Huropean temperature
throuzhout the warm wnonths of the year, and in the northern
hills, where there is also a cold winter, the climate might be
described as Euaropean throuchout the year, were it not for
the marked periodical rains. At Simla and Mussooree the
hot weather is in the day like the warmest and most shn-
shiny English suramer weather; the direct rays of the
gun are more powerful, The thermowmeter in the shade in the
hottest times of the hottest days may approach, or occasion-
ally even reach, 80°; usually it keeps some degrees below that
point. The nigbts are cool, and there is never the still
sultriness of Buropean dog days. The rains of the rainy
geason are very constant and disagreeable; clouds and mists
haug a great deal about the hills, and though exercise may
generally be tuken sometime in the day, anything like
distant excursions, or variety is out of the question. After the
middle of Septemiber there ig little rain; the weather becomes
splendid, and in October, November, and December - the
climate i3 unsurpassed in the world, even the latter month,
thougli cold, being usually bright, clear and bracing. In
January and February, there ‘is a liability to snow, and
broken weather. March, t00, is not unfrequently stormy. lun
April thie hill season commences ; the weather then is generally
delightful, At Darjeeling, the rains, and more especially
the mists, commence earlier and leave off later, and the fall1s
heavier j -there is, therefore, a much smaller proportion of
agreeable weather. The faing in the hills, though disagree-
able, are not generally unhealthy. The hill stations are
usually fiee from fever and cholera, but at those above 5,000 ~
feet, the wuter or air, or some other cause, gives a tendency to
bowel disease, which seriously affects some people, and has
sometimes caused-a good deal of mortality in sickly regi-
ments. “On the whole, the hill chmate is probably, in itself,
not nfuch Jess  Liealthy than England, Hat the confined
clhuracter of the grofad, and the want of roo® to move about,
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certainly make the hill stations much inferior to Engla,nd
for the development of a growing human frame,

The snmmer climate of the Neilgherries is about equal to
that of the Himmalayan stations, it seems o be mere matter
of varying opinion which is preferred In the Neilgherries
the warm weather sets in earlier, but is sooner broken by
showers, In the warmest months it is, perhaps, rather pre-
ferable. In the raine there is not much to choose. Alter
the rains the latitude and the interrpption caused by the
north-eagt monsoon render the Neilgherry antumn by no
means 80 splendidly fine as the Himmalayan October and
November. The Neilgherries are {ree fiom winter snow and
storm, but I understand that some of the earlier months of
the year are dry, dusty, and subject to an unpleasant cold
wind.

Probably, the greater flatness and roominess of the ground
about the Neilgherry stations, and the absence of extremes of
cBmate, render them a better residence for permanent inha-
bitants of stationary habits. On the other hand, they have
not the fine scenery and vegetation and the intereeting routes
into the interior (of the Alpine countries, or even into High
Asia) which render the Himmalayan stations more interesting
to a visitor. The advantages are pretty equally balanced ;
but, as 1 have said, for a place of quiet residence, the Neil-
gherrlee are prebeb]y preferable.

‘Uotacamund seems to be not altogether free from a little
fever, and at somewhat lower elevations in those southern
hills fever is unluckily very prerdlent It appears that the
- fover range runs very high in those Parts.» The Wynaad and
other places 4,000 or 5,000 feet high suffer much from this
gscourge. 1t is, therefore, not necessary to consider as fitted
by climate for pur purposes any places at an elevation be-
tween the high level of tha Neilgherriegs and the ordinary
“height of the southern platean.

The Sanataria on the edge of the western ghats in the
Bombay Presidency are not, at the highest point above, 4,500
feet; but then they are within the influence of the sea
breeze, which, in the hot weather, is so constant, that the
~ heat is never oppressive even ab a less elevalion than that
which I have mentioned. At this season tliese places are,
probably, at least as healthy as auny of the higher hill sta-
tions—perhaps more so. Indeed, they seem to be, throughout
‘the year, free from any marked unhealthiness. But during
- the rainy season, the mere force and amount of rain causes

them to be-deeerted the. more so &3 the much befter climate
‘of the Deccan®at that t¢ remain
~on the ghats. @
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A few miles back, however, on the ba.eli,q of -some of the
higher riduzes, places may be found where the climate is good all
the year round, the rains not being heavier than at Simla or
Ootacamund, There is such a settlement for pensioners a
few miles in the rear of Mahableshwar, and another is projected
on the opposite side of the valley. Of course, as we remwove
from the direct effect of the monsoon, we also somewhat lose the
foree of thé hot weather sea breeze 5 but say at 4,000 feet high,
within 15 or 20 miles pf the edge of the ghuts, the breeze is not-
wanting in the hottest weather, the climate is never disagree-
ably warw, and, for a permanent residence in an open healthy
situation, and among cultivated fields, there are probably no
better sites in India than these; the Neiluherries, periaps,
excepted. Sall the rain elimate of thie ordinary plateaun of
the Deccan behind the ghats is so good, that no one wants a

-sanatarimn in the rains and (colonisation being yet 1n 1ts
infancy), the only prople who want a bot weather resort have
been content to go in the hot weather o the stations lookMg
down upon the ghatscenery and the sea from the edge of the
high land, and to come down in the rains to the Dececan
stations, - '

The detached hills, of considerable height in the interiox
of the Decean, are too inconsiderable to be of imporiance for
our present purpose, and Aboo, as I have said, i3 too far out
of the way. q .

‘There remain, then, among high elevations only those of
the Sautpoora range, .

It has been often remarked that, if a new capital were to
be chosen, the nataral and most desirable arrangewent would
be to find a good climate in an elevated situation some-
where on the line of railway which, ranning from Bowmbay to
Allahabad, bisects India into two as nearly as possible equal
portions, and so will form a great central line of communication.
Now, this railway, after leaving the western ghats and the
Deccan, runs throuzh and along the Sautpooras, and if on
them, near the line, a site could be found in other respects
eliyible, it would have many advantages. Unfortunately 1t hap-
pens that no situation combining considerable height, (I mean
something above, say 3,000 feet), space and healthiness 18 to be
found. - A good deal of unhealthiness hangs about the whole
line of this range. Commencing from tihe west, the Jungly
corges through which the Nerbudda aud Taptee fiow to
Guzerat and the sea, and.the hilly country to the norvh
(Rajpeepla . and obher tracts) are at present notoriously
unhealthy, and inhabited only by wild Bheels. «As we go
east, the jungles are still unhealthy. In thé&north of Kan-
deisli, about the Nerlradda under Mhow, andin the jungles

F‘\-
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near Asseerghur there is very bad malaria. 8o it is in many
of the wooded valleys in those parts of the range which run
through the Central Provinces. In Mandlah and other districts,
and thence south-east, the valleys are undiealthy till they
merge in the great unhealthy tract which I have described
as the unexplored country reaching to the eastern ghats.

This aanhealthiness of the valleys also, in some degree,

~ extends’ to many of the wooded bills of the range; the fever
range sometimes goes up to a considerable height, It
may be that much of the unhealthiness of parts of
Kandelsh and other places on this line of country, is i
-great part caused by the ruin of the country, and conse-
sequent growth of jungle, the result of years of frightful
devastation by the harrying raids of the Pindarees and
other plunderers. No doubt much of the country so reduced
to desolation from a previously flourishing condition will
vet much recover. But still some part of the malaria mnay
probsbly be due to the moistness of chimnate, or to other
causes which we cannot, in our present atate of knowledge,
eradicate.

And, 1 truth, the portions of the range which ascend
to o high level are very rare and limited, and in point
of mere space insufficient. Nearest to the sea, and so far.
very favorably sitnated, is the newly discovered Tooran
Mull in the north of Kandeish, said by its discoverers to be
delighttul; but, if so good, it seems strauce that it shonld
yet be but imperfectly discovered; it iz far from the Rarbway,
surrounded by jungle tribes and Native States, moist and
‘probably not very healthy in the rains, andl hardly likely to
be a fit site for the Capital. Nevertheless it may be included
in an examination which I shall presently suggest, |
- A good way farther east we come to the Chikuldah hilis,
which form a pleasant local Sanatarium for Berar, but they

~are only about 3,000 feet high, are not very healthy in
the rains, and are very limited in extent. Pachmarree and
Mohtoor are a little higher, but the same remarks apply
to them. I am sure thatif it were possible for any Iman
combining the utmost energy of bod y and mind, and taking the
greatest interest in the subject, to find a pood Sanatarium for
the Central Provinces in these hills, such a place would,
- ere this, have beeh found by that most distinguished and most
ubiquitous mwan, my friend Mr. R. Temple, Chief Conmnis-
swner of the Central Provinces, to whom I am especially
indebted, both for much of the assistance which enabled me

~ 1o see Cenwral India, ande for much of the Informsation which
I now retail, ®Mu, Temple has not foithd ang théroughly
satisfuctory an® sutficient Sa,natarium_%r Lis.own Provinces;
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and, therefore, it may safely be assumed thrt no very elevated
spot, fitted by climate and space for the Capital of 1ndia, exists
in those hills. Chikaldah on one side and Pachmarree on the
other, will probably always be usefil as local Lot weather
resorts for this part of India, but they will hardly be anything
more, |

The open parts of the adjoining platean are. pretty
healthy and will be presently noticed; at present®i am
dealing only with the highest elevations. Ummerkantak
had once a great, thongh somewhat mythical, name—but it
has now somewhat lost reputation, and has been given to
the Rajah of Rewah. Parisnath, though it may be, ag I have.
already snggested, a good place of local and temporary resord
from Calcutta, is not fitted for anything larger than thad.

I repeat, then, that in the Saulpoora range, there is no
extensive site with a bigh elevation and a climate always
cool and healthy, so that resource must be adandoned.

. Having exhausted the high level climates of from three
thousand to eight thousand feet, I come to the middle placed
plateau climates at clevations of from about one thousand
five hundred to three thousand feet. . ._

The southern plateau may be generally described as
‘vemarkably healthy. In the south the places near the ghats
partake of the unhealthiness which I have ascribed to low
hills in this part of the country. But the greater part of the
Mysore country and the elevated parts of that of the Nizam

- are gener:ﬂly healthy. Dangaiore is one of the best stations
"~ in India. In the nerth of this plateau in the Bom-
bay Presidency, the districts near the ghats are the
healthiest of all, being free from jungle and from excessive
rain and moisture, and, in addition to a considerable elevation
of about two thousand fest, having the advantage of a sea
hreeze in the hot weather and of the cool monsoon breeze
already Jescribed in the rains. 1n the hot weather, no
doubt, the country becdhmes somewhat heated, and there is
gsomething in the same style as the hot winds of the Upper
Provindes, but in an infinitely less degree. I may best convey
to Bergalees an idea of the difference of climate when I
say that-puokahs are almost unknown in the Bombay Deccan
—they do not exist. No doubt they would sometimes be
useful, but the want is not felt to such an extent as to have
lead - to their introduction. In the heat of the day the.
houses are cooled with tatties ; and late in the afternoon the
sen, breege grriving makes the evenings quite pleasant and
the*ﬂig]&lts‘fooﬂl; a night punkah would never be wanted. At
this season, teo, at many points in the neighboliring ghats and
the ridges ranning out {rom them, a relief front the warm wea-

F‘-\.
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ther may be had elgge at hand. The rain climate of the Deccan
I have described, and. it is healthy as well as pleasant. After

~ the raing the weather may again be a little warm for about
a month, but not excessively so, nor is there then any material
sickness. It is only said that the cold dry winds of the foul-
lowing season are bad for liverish subjects.

With _the exception, then, that the eold weather is in-
ferior=yor that of mnorthern India, the Decean climate is
clearly” vastly superior to anything known in the plains s
the hot weather is much less hot and more easily avoided, and
the rains are as superior as the best climate can be to the
worst. That the climate is, in truth, very healthy to the
Kuropean constitution is clearly shown by Military Statistics.
The Deccan stations of the Bombay Presidency are, it would
appear, among the healthiest quarters of the British Army,
An average of ten years’ return in the Appendix to the Report
of the Royal Sanitary Commission shows the annual mor-
tality of the European troops at these Deccan stations to
be only 1% per cent. or between 17 and 18 per thousand.

The northern plateau, with the exception of the jungly
parts on the southern edge to which I have already alluded,
18 generally healthy. Yet here and there the taint of fever
slightly extends into the open country. -_.

Mhow has a very pleasant and healthy climate ; and Malwa
is a very fine and very central country. Mandoo, the o¢ld
.Mahommedan Capital of that part of the country on the
ghats overlooking the Nerbudda, is said to be a beautiful
site. If Malwa had been British territgry, it might have been
very well worthy of consideration for our pretent purpose, but

- a8 1t 18 not, and there is no prospeet of its becoming 80, we
must put it out of the question. It may, however, be mention-
ed that Mhow does not seem to have the advantageof climate
over the Deccan stuations although the latter are u degree or
two gouth at the same elevation of about 2,000 feet. If
1ts more northerly position gives it a- better cold weather, it
has not the same udvantage of the sea breeze in the warm
weather, and it has no higher Sanatavia near it as hage all
the Deccan stations, The death rate among the European
troops is larger being twenty-eight per thousand. And if,
ag being farther in the interior, 1t ig more central, it is also

~farther from the sea and separated from the nearest point
on the sea shore by an unhealthy jungly country.

~_ Naugor, in British territory and about the same height,
had also a mild and good climate, but besides “being very far
from the sem it is off the line of the Rail—has no hill Sana-

taria near it, afld has always labored under a gertaim sus-

Picion of feveris®ness, although at preséht on the whole the -

F
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European troops seem to do well there. Jubbulpore again,
though oue of the pleasantest-looking, and to those with whom
1t agrees most pleasant stations in Ipdia, is unfortunately de-
cidedly feverish. It is perhaps, with reference both to geogra-
phical position and to the great lines of communication, the
most central spot in all India; and in point of situation,
fertility and beauty of vegetation and surroundings. it can-
not be surpassed. But it is only from 1,300 to 1% feet
high and too moist for health. To my view it is too far
from the sea, and, if it were not, the climate is not so good
that it could be recommended.

Seonee between Jubbulpore and Nagpore, is a small station
on an open platean over 2,000 feet high. The remarks made
regarding Saugor apply for the most part to it also. It is
more moigs and, probably, less healthy than the stations
farther west.

Hazareebagh and one or two of the neiphbouring civil
stations are nearly, or quite, 2000 feet high and have a fine
climate. Inthe cold weather the climate of that country
18 delightful and the hot weather is mild compared to the
Plains. - But it is beyond the action of the sea breeze, and the
rainsg are unpleasantly heavy, The Military Returns are for
a limited period, but do not show Hazareebagh to be so healthy
as the Deccan, |

On the whole, then, I think it must be considered that the
climate of the higher parts of the northern plateau are not .
80 good as those of the southern plateau.

Enough has now begn gaid on the all important subject of
clhimate and other"matters to enable us to apply the whole to
the question of the best site for the Capital, all things con-
sidered ; to narrow, by the exhaustive process, the field to the
limits of the possible; and among possible places by com-
paring the advantages and disadvantages to classify them
relatively with reference to the different main elements of
choice which we have already laid down.

~ The five zones of climate which I formerly stated, may now
be redgeed to three, by classing together the plains and the
sea coast as ... - ..). Tropical climates. -
Taking the high hills as...2. Cool climates.
And placing all the ele-
vated plateaus at in-
 ferior heights toge-

ther as + -8

I have -expressed the opinion that there is not sufficient
reason for changing the Capital frem Calcutta t9 any place
in the flaingyof Hindostan. Madras is not ‘central and wot
likely to be preferréd. The question of tfbpical climates

3. Intermediate climates.

- ) .
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seems therefore tq be reduced to a comparison of Calcutta,
and Bombay. Those are, as it were, the only - tropical candi-
dgtes. Awnd if each has disabilities which render it necessary
to seek the real Capital in another zone of «hmate, still the
influences and attractions of those greal cities must be so
considerable in determining which quarter of India is to be
preferred, that I think it necessary to lustitute a eomparison
between them not only as respects climate and locale, but
also as regards political, social, and material character; posi-
tion and prospects. |

In point of population and trade, Bombay is now little, if
at all, inferior to Calcutta, and in point of available wealth
(that is ready money) it is probably superior. In some
respects 1t 1s, however, inferior. The European community
i3 certainly neither so large, nor so varied, nor so advanced in
the arts of material comfort. Bombay is more purely a
Commercial place, and a stranger is much struck by its com-
parative deficiency in the other arts and appliances of eiviliga-
ton and luxury. Inrespect of European shops, hotels, manu-
factories of carriages, farniture, and many other things,
it i3 very far behind Caleutta. One finds that all the
Kuropean articles which are so well made in the great
establishments of Calcutta are in Bombuy imported from
England. Such a thing as a carriage or a billiard table
made 1n Bombay is unknown. The European ecommunity is,
uo doubt, in a less advanced stabe. Tne relative merits of the
two places were well put by a gentleman who had resided in
both,towhom I put the question,which he thought best? ‘Well’
he said, ‘1 think Bombay is the better clinfate, but Calcutta
18 the best place to live in.’ No doubt a good deal of the
present superiority of Caleutta is due to the very presence of
the offices of Government, the location of which is now in
question, and that element with its following of tradesmen
&c. would be transferred to Bontbay or any other: place to
which the Capital might be transferred. But even putting
apart this element, I think that on the whole the indepen-
dent European community of Caleutta is stronger and includes
larger and broader elements of business and opinion. From a
Kuropean point of view Culcutta must, in my judgwment, at
present,-have the preference,

On the other hand the native element, and especially that
very umportant native element which forms a connecting
link between the European and the native, is in, my opiniou,
- decidedly superior in Bombay. It cannot be considered that
in  Calcutta the two raees socially draw much, Together.
I believe that % Indian race is intellectually moge acitte, and
certainly none ® more highiy educated®han the Bengallegs.
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Bat there seems to be a want of practical aptitude about the
Bengallee intelleet and character. It is simgular how little
of the larger commerce, business, and enterprise of Calcutta is
in the hands of Bengallees. 1t is usually not they who push
great Commercial schemes and great enterprises for the
development of the interior. That 18 principally done by
¥uropeans. On the other hand, almost all the Native Bank-
ing business is done by up-country firms, and most of the
Native trade 1n opiwm and other great staples, in every-
thing that requires much speculative enterprise, seems
to be done by red-turbaned Marwarees, and Moguls,
and Arabs, by any one but Bengalees. Their want of that
public spirit which is shown by the natives of Bombay in
their liberal and spirited promotion of public institutions,
has been the subject of much remark. It happens, then,
that there 1s not between Europeans and Bengalees the com-
munity of practical interest and enterprise which best pro-
motes social union. -The development of the Bengalee mind
takiug for the moskpart a purely intelleetual direction, the
race 18 not of the same political importance as some other
Indian races intellectually inferior, and is in no way a
normal specimen of the natives of India from which the
Government can safely judge the tone of the remainder. In
truth it seems that the literary development of the Benga-
lees gives them too much self-respect to consent to associate
with Buaropeans on' the infeMor terms which a conquered
Asiatic race usually accepts, without bringing them into
terms of real intimacy gn an equal footing. Aund it appears
to me to be a fact, much to be lamented, that there is now in
Caleutta less fiiendly and familiar intercourse between the up-
per European commuuity and the upper classes of Natives than
in the least advanced up-country stations. The Marwarees and
o.hers in whose hands 18 much of the trade of Caleuita, are
as rude and uucultivated as in their remote native Towns
and vsith them also there is not inuch social intercourse. In
Boinbay all this is far (therwise., "There the native com-
munity has taken not only an educated and civilised, but
also a highly practical turn. There is no work of great
private enterprige or great public benefit in which Europeans
and Native leaders do not go hand to hand. Amd thus
associated as the two races are in the active business of life,
they also become socially intimate to a degree which is
élsewhere unknown. We have in Bombay a really clese
connection with and knowledge of several of the best and
most impprtant Native races; races which am important
alike if a material, a social, and a politica¥ point of view,
and through whom th% pulse of Native India tay be felt by a
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skilful manipulatqr. The Hindoos of Bombay (both men of
trade and men of the pen, with the Bramins of the Deccan,
and the many Maratta and other Chiefs of the neighbour-
hood who resort to the seat of Government). are excellent
specimens of $heir class, and many of them have been very
Lhonorably distinguished, The Borahs and other Mahome-
dans are among the best of that eclass, pushing, active,
prosperous men, very different from those who dose over the
decline of former prosperity in some parts of India. The
Parsees, though in schools and intellectual pursuits inferior to
the Hindoos, have a singular’commercial aptitude for the
acquisition of wealth, and a most benevolent and - large
hearted liberality in its distribution. Not less important is
their function as a connecting link between European and
Native. Another such link we have in the Jews of Bombay,
one of the most enterprising wealthy and liberal sections
of a wealthy community, It seems as if these two races, the
Parsees and the Jews, had been placed by Proyidence in
Bombay and its neighbourhood to bridge over there the
chasm between HKurope and Asia.

In every point of view, then, the Native community of Bom-
Ea,y seems to me to be a population among or near whom the
geat of Government would be placed most advantageously,
and in this respect Bombay has a very great advantage over-
- Caleutta,

- To return again to the European community ; although I
have said that in this point of view Bombay is inferior, I
have confined that statement to this very present time.
" 'When we look but a very little way into thesfuture, it is clear
that the positive and comparative importance of Bombay
must rise daily, Hitherto, Calcutta has been the sole outlet
for the whole of the great plain even up to Laliore and
Peshawar, and for the countries on eitlier side for a distance
of several hundred miles. The opening of railways and ex-
tension of commerce will; no doubt, maintain and extend the
local trade and the prosperity of Calcutta, but shere is no
denying that, as respects a great part of India, the channels
of trade and communication must soon be diverted to another
route. Already instead of coming down by Mirzapore to
Calcutta; the trade of the Nerbudda valley, Nagpore, and other
parts of Central India goes wholly to Bombay, and even from
the N. W, Provinces and from Mirzapore itself, cotton is carted
aoyoss .to the Bombay Railways. As soon as (two or three
-years hence), by the completion of the Trunk lines of Rail-
way, those parts of the conntry are placed in direct*commu-
- nication with Pombay, most of the goods and all the pas-
- senger traffic willgo to that port. It will ®e the same as regards
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the traffic of the south when the through line to Madras
is opened. Bombay is, beyond, I think, all doubt or
question, destined to be in every way the port of India.
Instead of the present great route from Calcutia to the
Upper Provinces, the grand route will be from Bombay,
through Central [ndia, to the Upper and Northern and even
Kastern Provinces, and the second iwmportant route will be
from Bombay to the South. Bombay, and not Caleutta, must
then he the main starting point and basis of Military, Com-
mercial, Industrial, and Soclal enterprise in the interior of
India. The European commuhity must be greatly extended
and amplified, new demands will create new suppiies; if the
present town will not suffice ; new towns must rise around the
only good harbor on the west coast of India; and altogether
Bombay must rise enormously, and must, 1t seems to me, in a
short period greatly surpass Calcutta, which will be in future
only the prosperous Capital of rich Bengal. |

I couclude, then, that looking to the different elements,
European and Nafive, and to the early fufure as well as
to the present, Bombay is a place of greater importance and
a more poweriul attraction in fixing the seat of Governmenj:

than Calcutta. -
Caleutta has that security on the side of the sea which

Bombay has not ; and if we must choose one or the other, that
~ consideration would probably outweigh all others; but if we
moveintothe interior, the relative attractions are, I think,those
which I have stated. Caleutta being unhealthy and Bombay
ingsecure, I believe that we must move into the interior,
Besides being insccure, the pressure for space, for labor, and
for supplies in the lsland of Bombay 1s already so preat that
to locate the Supreme’ Government, there would be simply
impossible. S |

From tropical climates I now then go on to the cool
climates of the interior.

As I have reduced the former to a comparison of two places,
20 also the®ool climates of high elevation may be reduced to
two, as respects the practical question of selection. For since
the western ghats are all but univhabitable in the rains, they
cannot be classed as possible for a permanent site. And put-
tino aside the remote sites in Mount Aboo, the Pulney hills,
a.ncf the eastern ghats of Vizagapatam, it must, I consider,
be farther accepted as an established fact that, throughout -
central India, there isno good and sufficient site at a high
clevation. Hence by this process of exliaustion we come to
the only possible high climates; vig. n
| ¢ The Himmalayaun Stations and ¢

- The Netlgherries.
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1 have more thn once expressed the opinion that the
permanent Capital should be within reach of the sea, and
that the Himmalayas are thus rendered unfit for our purpose.
I also think that, if that objection were overruled, still the
offices and permanent Capital sl.ould not be placed out of reach
of the ordinary population and traffic out of the course of
affairs and removed from the practical stir of life on a remote

+ ridge in the interior of the Himmalaya. I adhere to the
opinion that it would be better to build our city in some
pleasant site in full communication with the plains on one
side and with the hills on the other. Kangrais out of the way,
and the only place in the Him malaya practically feasible
for such a site still seems to me to be the Deyrah Dhoon
with Mussooree immediately overlooking it. I have stated
the height of Deyrah to be 2,844 feet, [, therefore, ranks
among theintermediate climates, but havin g disposed of it as
too far from the sea, I need not again recur to.it,

The Neilgherries are within a moderate distance ‘from the
sea, and have very many advantages: B, in my opinion,
Lhey are too far removed in a remote corner of India, and too
digtant from the most important populations and the greatest
Political, Military and Commercial centres. They are also
subject to the exception which I have taken against places
too much isolated by height and climate from the ordinary
business and people of the country.

1f, then, the cool climates are subject to certain grave dis-
advantages, we next come to the intermediate climates, and
especially to those which favoring circemstagees render more
agreeable than their moderate altitude would imply ; which,

therefore, are rather cool or temperate than wari ; and which
are within reach of cool pluces for change and relaxation
during the short warm season.

Let us begin from the south., Bangaloreis by far the best
site on the plateau in this quarter, and is, a8 I have said, in
-every way oune of the Lest stations in India. Tt 18,1,000 feet
higher than the platean stations farther north, {(being 3,000
feet), and, consequently, is not quite so hot in tle two or three
hottest months, though it is for a time warm and dusty. On
the other hand, it is.farther removed from the sed breeze and

“hasno good Sanataria quite close. The hill Droogs occasion-
“ally used are thirty or forty miles distant and not very good.
The Neilgherries may be reached in about thirty hours.
Sitated so far sonth the variations are not great, and the.
mean temperature is as high as seventy-six ; the thermometer
rising half # dogen degrees above that point in the warmest
months and falling at most half a dozgn degree® . below it in
the coolest. Tfe place seems to have been not quite so
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healthy as it should be ; for native soldiers *t is stated not to
be very healthy, and though the returns of mortality of
European soldiers are somewhat scanty, I understand that they-
are on an average in excess of those of the Deccan stations.
Still the place is, generally, no doubt healthy for Europeans,
and it possesses what I Liave called the amenifies in a much
greater degreethan the best known Deccan station viz Poonah,
being a green and pleasant place with good gardens and
flourishing cultivatiorr. A good many European Pensioners,
&c. are settled there. Altogether the station is nowhere in.

- India surpassed. But it i3 open to the same objection as the
Neilgherries, that it is too much out of the way of the most
important portions of India. Therefore a more central
position, in any degree approaching to it in other respects,
is to be preferred. I do not think that Bangalore can be
considered possible. "

Bangalore then representing in its most favorable hght
the south, we next come to the Deccan high land
of the Bombay Presidency.” And here I must .premise
that the most well known station in the Deccan, viz,
Poonah, is" by no means the most -favorable specimen of
that country. Poonahis neither an ancient historical site nor
a selection of the British Government. It merely happened to
be the Capital of a modern Mahratta Chief, who eventually
rose to be the head of the confederaecy, and thus for a certain
period it acquired importance as t#e Mahratta Capital.
When we conquered the Peshwah, we as a matter of course
made Poonah the He+d-snarters of the Civil Administration of
the district, and a strong Military Cantonment. Then, beinga

large British station very conveniently situated for access
from Bombay, it also becamme a common resort of those of
the European community of Bombay who could escape
during the rains to the delightful Deccan climate of that
geagon. More especially it has become so since it has been
in direct railway communication with Bombay, from which
it is distant by rail 119 miles. Asa place of temporary:
resort during the rains, probably, convenience of situation
and all things considered, no place could be much better.
The excessive dryness, barrenness, and aridity of the soil
and climate which detract from the place at other times,
are rather an advantage during the rains. Certainly among
~ the temporary visitors the place is highly popular. Buc
permanent residents do not view it in altogether so favoralde
a light. -There is a great discrepancy in the statements
regarding the average fall of rair, which ig vaTiously put
down at 18,722 and 35 inches; but we may take it at
" abeut 25 inches. This rain almost entirely falls in the
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wonsoon months, and owing to the dry undulating uofertile
eharacter of the soil and country, it runs off very guickly.
Hence it happens that vegelation is almost entirely confined
to the monsoon. The only crop is the sparge and scattered
rain crop, The cold weather ciops of wheat, barley, &e. &eo.,
which give a second green season to the driest parts of
the North-Western Provinces, are here altogether wanting.
Trees thrive very badly; the hills are very bare and hot
looking, and in fact during eight pouths of the year
the couotry looks very desert. The same style of country
is continued for a long way to the east and sounth-east
and renders the east wind, somewhat bitter in the cold
weather, and bot and dusty in the hot weather. The place
has vot in the Deccan the reputation of being particularly
healthy, but it caonot be much otherwise as the average
Kuropean mortality among the troops is only 17 per
thousand, and at Kirkee a couple of miles farther from
the town the mortality is still less. There is not only a
want of general greenness and cultivatiop in the country,
but even small gardens cannot be kept up successfully in
the European station and ecantonments during the greater
part of the year. Vegetables are grown in the rains, but
‘water is not obtainable the rest of the year, nothing will
then grow, snd in fruit trees and all other green things.
the place is singularly deficient. On the whole then it ap-
pears that Poonah is a decidedly healthy -place, probably
more healthy than Bangalore, or any other great station
in distant parts of the country with which it can be com-
pared, that it 18 at oue season a particularly pleasant place, but.
at other seasons it is not so. In short it is very much wanting .
in the amenities of Bangalore and such like stations. It is not
very well situated for quick access to-good Sunataria, Ma-
hableshwar being two nights journey, There are some small
- hill Forts used as local Sanataria within a shorter distance,
but they are very confined places. ) |

» The Native town 1s uow a good second rate town of, say
80,000 or 100,000 inhabitants, (I cannot give a very recent
statistic) a great place for Maratta Bramins and the resort of
Parsees and others who follow the European community from
JBombay s but otherwise it has no considerable political im-
-portance. The district of Poonah like the station is one of
- the driest and least productive in the country, .,

Rut both north and south of Poonah the Deccan presents a
much more favorableaspect—ismorefertile, greener, and cooler.,
- All the statioss to the south, Belgaum, Dharwar, Satthra, &e.
are in these resp8cts superior and have altogether - ftaking the
- whole year round) a pleasanter climate. ®hey arealso quite us

Fal
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‘Trealthy, the average mottality of the Europeah trovps tios
where exceeding eighteen per thousand; and they.are generally
- preferred as in every way better stations. Their position,
however, to the.south and out of the way of the muin lines
of communication, puts them at a great.disadvantage for our
present purpose, We must then lock to the north of Poos
nah—and getting to the northern extremity ot the Deccan,
we come again to the other line of Railway, the great line
to which 1 have already referred as bisecting the country
and connecting the great centres of British power and po-
pulation in India, | | -
Let us follow then the conrse of this Railway. Starting
from Bombay it rans through the hilly and rocky country
of the northern Conean, till about the 75th wmile, it
reaches the Thull ghat where an ascent of about ten
miles brings it to the high laud of the Deccan at the very
pretty and pleasant looking place called ¢ Egatpoorah,”
abounding in fine trees and picturesque sites, and where the
Railway officials and others have created quite a: little
European community. ‘Fhis place in the gorge of the Ghats,
thongh scavrcely 2,000 feet high, is never hot in the hottest
weather. The rains are excessively heavy, but do not extend
many miles. 1hence, running past the (Ghat hills (rising to
a considerable elevationon eitherside), the rail passes through a
country at first undulating and afterwards becoming broad
and open enough to be ealled a plain, which it crosses at a
pretty uniforin elevation of about 2,000 feet, till about the
150th mile from Bombay it passes the ridge which I have
neked my readers to fill in peocil,* at a point where the
widee is only marked by a line of smail peaks, and there isa
very gradual slope on the other side down into the lower
country of Kandeish, | - I
-Thence the Rail passes through the south-eastern por-
tion of fertile Kapdeish to Bosawal (about the 270th mile)}
the point where the Nagpore and Jubbulpore lines bifgr-
eate. The former line rung throngh the length of the
rich valley or plain of Berar into the Wardah valley and
thence to Nagpore. The other, which is the main line,
‘ranning up by. Asseerghur crosses vver by a fortunate gap
in the Satpoora range into the valley of the Nerbudda, runs
up the valley to Jubbulpore and thence to Allahabad. Now -
ug Kandeisii, Berar, Nagpore, and the lower parts of the
Merbudda valley lie comparatively low,after leaving the Deccan
we have for our choice only the places which I have already

noticed in surveying the climate. In the ascertained absence
- A S o N . e ,

o
. - L o

' : Lt .
* Notr,—I should, it seems, have called thia range the Chandore range,
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of any sufficient site at a high elevation in Central
India, we have, in fact, on this part of the line only:-fwo
alternatives; one to rest at the highest point of the: lifa-
of Rail in the Nerbudda valley about Jabbualpore: gno-
ther, to carry a branch to Saugor, or to the neighboar-
hood of Seonee, and there to establish ourselveson the platesu
a few hundied feet higher. Now, with reference to eliipate
I have already said, that J abbalpore s certainly not. very
healthy, and that the other places mentioned, though the .
climate is moderate, and they may well be called healthy, are
not free from so much suspicion of fever as to render it im.
-proper to place them in the very first class of climates in
point of health. They are no doubt less healthy than -the
Dececan stations. 1 have also already suggested that ih- my
opinion ell these places are too far from the sea. They are,
as it were, too central, too much surrounded by a great breadth
of India on all sides. At Simla or Mussoorie, if remote from
the sea, we should at leust have an inaccessible rear and
dmpregnable surroundings. At Jubbulsore or Saugor we
- might have trouble in every quarter of the compass. There
- appear then to me to be objections to these sites, -
- One more site in this direction, though not on the Rail or
present lines of communication, I must again mention, - the
eastern extremity of the northern plateau, say Hazareebagh.
The climate there is undoubtedly good ; on the whole we may
eny that taking the year round it ig perbaps néarly as ngreeabla |
& climate as that of placés of similar elevation on the southern
platean. The cold weather is cegtainly finer and more
bracing. On the other hand there is not only a want of the
sen breeze in the hot weather, buf also the heavy full of ruin
renders the rainy season less pleasant, and the climate on the
whole less healthy., The question which hai occurred to me
i, whether the Hazareebagh country might mot #ill the same
- place as regards Calcutta, which the Deccan does with respect
to Bombay, and whether, if abandoning those cities we are to
-aéek new sites in éasy communication with them, we migiit
not as well go to Hazareebagh near Calcutta, as to any place
near Bombay.  Here we are at once met by the practical
fact that. whereas the Bombay community have wlways
resorted” much to the Deccan, the Caulentta community have
never resorted to the Hazareebagh or Cheta Nagpore piatenu,
although that country is a veryold British -pdasession, and
aléhough in fact during very many years, by the line of the
Grand Trunk Road with its ample traveiling gesources;
Hazareebagh was more actessible from. Caleatta than Poouah
from Bombay. *Iu truth the summer advantagessof Hazarce-
bagh have not®een so great as hithertd to attruct temporary
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visitors, and as the Railway has taken another direction, the
plateau is now in practice much more distant from Calcutta
- than 1s the Decean from Bombay. Hazareebagh is 240 miles
from Calcutta, of which about 130 is by rail, the rest by road.
I have already expressed my conclusion that looking to the
future Bombay must be considered a more powerful point of
attraction than Calcutta. And as regardsa a moderate
climate within reach of one or the other, the high land near
Bombay 18— -

1. Much nearer than $he high land available from
Calcutta, : '
- 2, It is on the msin lines of communication while the
other high land is off the line. |

3. It has a decidedly better summer climate, and one to
which people resort for change while they do net do so te
the other. Therefore, I do mot think that we can accept
Haasareebagh. . | '

It may now appear that I am earrying my exhaustive
process too far ; amd that having shown every possible place
to be 1npossible, I am in danger of landing iny readers just
where they were. At an early point of my argument I
suggested that if the necessary conditions of the Capital then
stated were granted as correct, we might, by a short cut,
arrive at the conclusion that the only possible part of the
country is the high land above Bombay, that is the Deccan,
and 1 have frequently used this Deccan country and climate
as a standard of comparison in discussing the merits and
demerita of other places similarly elevated. But I have also
shown the southern Mahratta counjry (Belgaum, Dharwar,
&c.) to be too far south and out of the way, and the Poonah
country to be too dry, dusty, hot and barren during the
greater part of the year. There remains only the North-
Western extremity of the Deccan. That wegion I have
jusé touched without discussing in tracing the course of the
great line of Railway running North-east from {Bombay., I
have stated it to be cousiderably elevated. There is then
one more chance left for us 'yet. In that last sile I hope
to show that we may rest at last. If there is anything
in the views which L have put forth, the best spot, geogra-
phically speaking, is about this point, and if it so ‘happens
thay the spot thus geographically thesbest is also a heaithy -
pleasant plage with a temperate climate and a good political
sibuation, the necessary conditions will be fulfilled. I thimk
that they are fulfilled and proceed to give particulars.

Thetrach to which I allude is comparatively unkimwn, having
been hithertg cut off from the route of passengers by want of

- roads. It has now beeln penetrated by the Raill In the present

=
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month I believe that the Thull ghat will be opened to the pub-
lic putting itin direct railway communication with Bombay
distant about 100 miles. No doubt then it will soon be
better known and more resorted to; meantime I give the
result of my ewn observations and inquiries. First as to the
geographical and political position. The tract in question is
the high land over which the Great Indian Peninsular Railway
Company’s North East line runs from about the 85th to
about the 150th mile. . |

Tn describing the hilly region of central and southern India
as a triangle, I somewhat distorted my base. But if we take
all India together, hill and plain, and leave out of account
part of the desert, I shall not be fgr wrong in saying that
we may consider India to be a triangle formed towards the
east (with an obtuse Apex) on a long base line drawn from
Peshawar in latitude 34° to Cape Comerin in latitude 8°,
Scinde and Kattywar are thrown out of the triangle by the
desert, but they are the more convenient to iy site, so they
will not disturb my argument. Well then the base of the
triangle runs down the Indus to its junction with the Punjab
rivers, and thence across the desert to, and along the western
coast. Tho Apex is formed by lower Bengal. If then it be
granted that proximity to the sea is a sine qua non it follows
that the most central point possible is near the middle of
the base line. Now measure my base line, and it will be
. found that the exact centre falls on the western coast aboub
- 80 miles north of Bombay. Farther to fulfil the conditions
of the Programme aud to avoid maritime attacks, we pro-
ceed gixty or seventy miles inland, that is, not quite so far
trom the sea as Calcutt® In doing so we ascend and cross
the ghats to the bigh land beyond, and there, at the distance
from the sea which I have stated, we are in the Deccan and
on the North-east Railway about the point where I am
making my stand. By line and compass then that is the
true central point. We are about equi-distant from Calcutta,
Lahore and the southern part of the Madras couptry; and
nearer to Bombay, Allahabad, Agra, Nagpore, Indore, Hy-
derabad and other placess S
~ As regards means of communication hardly any place can
be so central, That is apparent from any modern Map
showing the Railway lines, The north-east line as it
proceeds onwards bigurcates and will soon trifurcate. The
main line at Allababad reaches a great centre of communi-
cation. The right or easterly Jine to Nagpore may eventually
by .that more direct-route reach lower Bengal. <A left or
north line ha® been already surveyed to Indore} apd will,
without doubteeventually reach Agra ar Delhi 3y that route. |
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In the other direction also the ruil may be said to trifurcate.
Passing down the Thull ghat we are within thirty or forty
miles of ‘the Bomnbay and Baruda coast line, and should
probably by a eross-communication be saved the acute angle
now required to get on.that Mne, which tukss us through
Guzerat to Ahmedabad, and by which we may some day reach
Scindewnd the lower Punjab. Again from Calliau the Madras
line branches off—while the maiu line goes to Bombay. Thus
it may be s.id that’ we stand on the neck, from which radinte
srx great lines of communication to the east, north-east, west
north-west, north and south, and so to the fartbest parts of
Indiz. In this respect we have u very great advantage over
Poonal, which standing gn the isolated southern line is only
more distantly connected with the more impoitant system,
and with the great political centres by the round-ubout line
proceeding down the ghats and up againin dangerous proxi-
mity to the sea. o

When I have shown my platean to be geographically
central and unrivallgd in means of cormmuunication, the elements
of a political centre are almost given. But I may also say
that takenfrom a political and ethnological point of view, the
result is the same. Wae are at the extreme north-western
point of the territory of the great Maratta-speaking race, the
greater part of which (in the Bombay Presidency, Berar and
Nagpore) is subject to British rule. Closely. adjoining is the
great Hindostanee race which occupies the north country
up to the Sauvtpooras, and.in fect s0 mueh overflows. to the:
south that at the poiut, where we now are, the greater part of
the laubourers, carters, &c, are Hindostanees, and the Hin-
" dostanee language is as current as tHE Maratta. A littie to the
north-west 1s Guzerat. Within twenty or twenty-four hours
journey by rail are all the great seats of Hindostanee popu-
lation and political action on the Jumna, and , Ganges.
Another day will bring the Goyervor General to the Punjab,
to Lower Bengal, or to the farthest parts of Madras. 'This
also I think very important that the situation thoroughly
commands the two great masses of Native territory.
Within eight or ten hours by rail are *Mhow and Indore, which
must always be the main points from which to command
Rajpootana and the Native States of Central India. <On the
other side about the same distance are the British Canton-
ments of Jaulnah and Hingolee, from which the Nizam’s
territory is commanded ; and there will probably sooner sr
later be some tolerably direct communication with Hyderabad.
From no point could the political-fanctions of the Governor
Generalbe*better exercised. | "

The positioh then r&atively to the rest of elndia ‘being §0

i,
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ood, let us examine more minutely the Tocality itself. I
have said that the high land over which the north-eastern line
of the Grand Indian Peuninsular Railway runs at an elevation
of about 2,000 feet extends from the 85th tosabout the 150th
mile, sy for fixty miles; the greatest part of this tract being
nearly a plain varied by a surrounding of hille. This tract
is highly cultivated and watered by several streams, one of
which is the infant Godavery, and the others its tribntaries.
The soil is for the most part a tertile blackish dilyvial logmn bat
not the ordinary black cotton soil—no cotton grows there, In
~ entire contrast, however, to the Deccan country about Poonah
there is (in addition to the ordinary rain crops) a great
abundance of the best cold weatheY crops, such us we see in
the North-Western Provinees; a very large breadth of
wheat, and also sugarcane, tobacco, oilseeds, gram, &e. &c.
Trees thrive extremely well and look well-grown, green and
healthy. The breadth of the open tract being so considerable,
1t 18 In no degree rendered hot or close by the hills, which
on its outer circle nearly’surround it, and which, looking from
80 considerable an elevation, do not seem very high,” But
these hills supply on all sides a great abundance of small
perenmal-running  streams easily used for puarposes of
irrigation, and ‘which give this. country a_cheery well
watered look. At the same time it is entirely free from
anything like stagnation, jungle or nmiasnin; the culturable
part ‘1s exclusively occupied Dy cultivation and the rain-
fall being small (as I have cxplained it 1o be in all the
Decean country ~behind the ghats) the hills ure free from
jungle, except on the wgstern face of the ghats looking the
other way. y
The “bills surrounding this plain of the Upper Godavery
(for s0 I may best describe it) are, on the west the
western ghats; on the north the north. wall®* of the

- Decean (on several high pointssof which are small Sanataria
used by the Huropeans of Kandeish); on the south the range

‘which I have described as running from immediately over
Bombay far east into the Deccan to Beder and the nelghbour-

- hood of Hyderabad, and which here in ils upper portion con-
tains many elevated sites, Between these two last ranges
the Godavery swelled by its many small tributaries fiids its

* way through a fertile valley towards the Nizam’s count
‘passing a little to the south of Dowlatabed and Aurungabad,
.ti® Capitals selected by the Ewperors Mahomed Toglak

- and Aurunzebe respectively, when they severally defermined

to fivd  Cepitals more Tentral than Delhi. From their

o~ -
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point of view the selection was no doubt admirable, and
these are still pleasant places famous for fruits and such
like produce. But from our point of view they are farther
from the. sea, lass cooled by the sea breeze, and less ace
cessible than the site which ¥ am discussing,” and as they
belong to the Nizam, nothing more need be said regarding
them.

The western ghats in which the Godavery takes its rise
are full of cool and pleasant places well exposed to the in-
fluence of the séa breeze, and 1 am told by all the Civil Officers
of those parts that in the hottest weather they can always
pitch their camps at many different points in places 8o cool
a8 never to be disagreeably warm even under canvass.

Of course, after what I have before said, I do not think the
presence of a third rate town to be any recommendation
towards fixing an exggt point, but as a fair specimen of this
plain of the Upper Godavery, let us take Nassick the Head-
quarters of the Civil Establishments and within five miles
of the Railway, This place i8 by rail if anything nearer
to Bombay than Poonah being 116 miles to 119 the distance
of Poonah. The ghat ascenl is also somewhat easier. Nassick
ia about the same height as Poonah—rather higher than lower.
The town is a compact, high built, tile-rodfed place on the
bank of the Godavery, of twenty or thirty thousand inhabi.
tants. Thesurroundingcountry is very fertile and well watered,
abounding in groves, gardens, wells, and small canals. The
mangoe-trees (their appearance is a great test in India) are ae
well grown aud thriving as 1n any place which I know, and
there is a feature which I had never seen elsewhere in India,

- viz. many great native vineyards. Several single vineyards
cover many acres each, the vines being trained high, over trees
planted and pollarded for the purpose, after th2 ltalian fa-
shion. The vine is a great test of climate, and I fancy of
healthiness, Where it thriveg on an extensive scale, both
the climate and the rains must be moderate. In most parts
of India if grapes will grow at all, they are very indifferent

®things, scantily grown in European gardens, pushed to
premature maturity in the hot winds, and rotted the moment
the rains fall. At Nassick they arq certainly abundant, and
they are said to be excellent. Most Huropean fruits and
vegetables thrive so far as they have been tried, but in trath -
the place has been but a small, and hitherto out of the way
statios and there has been little Iiuropean cultivation. Thke
Godavery is here but a petty stream. On one side of the river
is the rich dark soil, on the other the dry red scil, so that
the lattér is ayailable for troops, &c. if it 1s preferred.. The
- fall of rain is little, if at all greater than at PConah.” I have



n .

THE CAPITAL OF INDIA. 57

found only one statement of the annual average,  which
makes it 28 inches, and that is, I think, about correct.

The climate is what I have before in general terms des-
cribed the Deccan c¢limate to be, with the weservation that
we have here the Deccan in its most favorable aspect. Being
the most northerly point of the Deccan, there is the best
cold weather withoutso much of a bitter, dusty wind as
farther south. The irrigation, cultivation, and character of
the soil and of the country to the easterender the heat and
dust of the hot weather also less remarkable than in the
more arid country, Still at Nassick and everywhere east of
the ghats the hot weather is undoubtedly warm during the
day, and without punkahs or appliances it may sometimes
be called hot, disagreeably hot. I believe, however, that the
heat never pasces the point of healtbiness (a cerlain degree
of heat without miasma at one season of the year is pro-
bably healthy,) and the evenings and nighls are at this
season unvariably rendered perfectly cool and agreeable by
the sea breeze. The raihy season is somewhat cooler than
at Poonah, and in every other respect quite as pleasant.

For those who can leave and wish to leave the station in
the warmest weather there is an admirable Sanatarium *(or
a Sanatarium which would be admirable if roads, &c., were
made) on the hill of Angeneer, at a distance of only fifteen
miles, This hill is about the same height, and has almost
the same climate, as Mahableshwar. Tt is very extensive,
-and affords room for any number of Rouses. It is some-
what nearer to the Railway at a poimt somewhat nearer to
Bombay ; and being thus, now that the Railway is opened
through, so much more accessible from DBombay than is
Mahableshwar, I think it probable that if nothing better is
discovered in the same quarter, it will eventually become the
resort of those of the Ruropean community of Bombay who
seek a high elevation. The fact, however, is that there are
endless high sites to be explured in these ranges. One more
advantage of this same part of the country I must add,
viz., the facility for getting down in a few hours to the
sea alr and sea bathing of the cool season on the coast,
on the line of the Bowmbay and Baroda Railway. To thoge
who wish to avoid the drycold of the cold weather, this
would be a very pleasant change, and even in March, when
the upper plateau is becoming warm, the sea shore is still tem-
perate and pleasant. No part of the country is more healthy
~than Nassick and the surrounding district. In fact, glthough,
it may be % tigpes warmdr than Englishmen like, I doubt
whether, on the whole, we could have a climate nsorve fvorable
to life, ahd esPecially to European liff. The only illness to

T
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which the natives seem to be at all subject arises from
exposure to cold and variations of temperature in the cold
weather, and this less'affects Europeans. No plree in India
ander a certain high elevation escapes periodical visitations
of cholera, but that disease is in no degree endemic as in
talecutta and other tropical places, and if at intervals 16 may
appear on the Nassick plain the facilities of escape to the
hills and other places are great. Accurate statistics sre so
rare that almost ali my statements regarding climate,
healthiness, &e. must be comparative, and Poonah 18 so well
known that I shall best establish the status of Nassick in this
respect by saying that I have very carefully enquired of a
number of different officers, both European and Native, who
have long served in and are thoroughly acquainted with both
districts, They are all quite unanimous in saying that the
climate of Nassick is decidedly better and more pleasant than
that of Poonah, and that it is preferable in every way. That,
then, is a pretty safe standard. .

To readers on this side of India I may perhaps best convey
some idea of Nassick thus:—Take a good station in one of
the least arid parts of the North-Western Provinces ; decrease
the open air temperature some ten or fitteen degrees throughout
the hot weather and rains. Suppose the sea within seventy
or eighty miles and a sea bréeze regularly to arrive every
evening and to afford a cool driveand night’s rest; let the
raing be less .muggy, less heavy at one time, and less broken
at another, and at all times more breezy and showery ; throw
in some undulatiops anG running streams and vineyards ; sup-
pose & good hill climate available within fitteen miles—-you
have then the sort of place which I am describing,

I would propose then to select for the Capital some suitable
spot of this kind in the plain of the Upper Godavery, coupled
with a roomy Sanatarium available within a couple of hours.
Between the Railway Station and Nassick there is a high dry
and very open site at present somewhat bare for -want of
water. If water were brought upon this spot from a few
TR =, \ :

miles up the streams on either side, 1t might be a very
admirable location, or many others might be selected and
compared. ‘The facilities for storing and bringing: water
atforded by the undulating ghat country in the rear are
inexhaustible. The fertile and populous countries into which
the rail to the north-east has penetrated and is penetrating
will afford the most aburndant supplies of food and labdr.
When th~ different branches of the rail have tapped not only
Kandeish, Berar, Nagpore, the Nerbudda and Mallwa, but also
_ the great aGd over-populated Gangetic valley at several

potnts, all the labor and food of India will flow to this

Y
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point go far as there is & demand for it; the supply will be
practically unlimited. The supply of animals will also be
great. Kandeish and Central India afford great grazing
grounds, and the cattle are of an excellgpt breed. The
exgellence of the Deccan climate shows itself in the ponies,
the true blood of India. The Deccan poniles, which run in
the sort of poney Curricle called a ¢ Mofussi®’ made in the
. Native Christian establishment at Nassick, are unrivalled in
their way, Kandeish Farming Companjes have already been
attempted, and it would be, I consider, a great prospective
advantage that the present backward state of parts of
Kandeish and the greater portion of the Sautpoora range
gives great opportunity for European enterprise in the way
of taking up waste lands and cultivating those manf' valuable
products of a semi-temperate climate in a tropical latitude,
which now give such promise of wealth and development.
I hope that as these jungles become cleared and cultivated,
their present somewhat feverish character may not impro-
bably disappear; at any rate, we may, from our experience of
the more open spots, be confident that it would be reduced
to a minimum, .
The same sort of cultivation may probably be carried on at
“many healthy spots on the eastern shoulders of the western
ghats, or even on parts of the more moist and juagly slopes
.overhanging the precipices to the west.
- I have yet tonotice the hills to the south of the Nassick
district. I before alluded to the existence of high spots on
the ridges behind the ghats, high enqugh to be always cool,
and yet not so rainy as to be uninhabitable m the rains.” But
the accessible spots of this character in the rear of Maha-
bieshwar are not extensive enough for our present purpose, and
the existence of sufficient sites of the kind being doubtful,
and the elevation not very great, I have not classed these
places among the cool climates of the highest level, In
point of climate, however, by the aid of the sea breeze, they
are probably worthy of that class, and I am informed that the
most extensive high lands of the kind are on this range
south of the Nassick district—that is, in the hilly country
which intervenes between the north-east and south-east
lines of the great Indian Peninsular Railway, and between
- the Nassick and Poonah districts. Here there is much more
than a single range; in fact, there is a very considerable and
higherto somewhat inaccessible hilly district, which tails off
eastward into the range running to Beder. Just across the
ghats due east of Bombay,«and in this hilly country, i®#Joonier,
once a Mahomeldan Capital of the Deccan, and by al} ascounts
a remarkably peetty, pleasant place., A Government Botani-.

- " gl
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cal Garden has been established here. And not far distant
there ig, I am told, much flattish land on the back of the ridges
affording sites a good deal more extensive than Mahableshwar,
and yet removed from the excessive rain. A good site of
this kind in this part of the country, say 3,500 or 4,000 feet
high and suffigiently supplied with water, would have many
advantages. If, as al one time intended, the Railway from
Bombay had crossed the ghats in a single line about Joonier
and therr bifurcated, I have little doubt that somewhere in
this locality wounld have been the true site for the Capital.
But the route proved difficult and was abandoned. It is still
difficult of approach. Possibly, however, a good site may be
found not far removed from the rail, and possibly an even-
tual junction line above the ghats (between the north and
south lines) might be made to penetrate this country. In any
examination of the localities about my proposed site, I would
by no means omit these hills. - Still, my own impression 1s
that a site in a temperate climate, with facilities for getting
away at pleasure, placed on the main routes of population and
traffic, and with plenty of room, plenty of water supply at all
geagsons, and no over supply of rain at one season, would
probably be preferable to a place in a somewhat cooler climate,
less accessible, more cramped, with little permanent water
supply, and too rainy and cloudy in the rainy season. I am
inclined to think that this hilly country may be found rather
a most useful adjunct to the Capital than a good position for
the Capital itself; that opening it out by roads its scanty
cultivation and scanty aboriginal population might be supple-
mented by European Colonists and Kuropean Farma and
Plantations; that we might here have our quiet retired country
houses, our schools, and our peunsion establishments.

The ghats, backed by the sea on one side, and these hills on
another, would go far to maketheCapital impregnable.on those
gides, On the north the deep jungly valleys of the Taptee
and Nerbudda, and the intervening hills would be a sufficient
defence. On the north-east it would only remain to take
advantage of the north wall of the Deccan—the Chandore
range through which the Railway passes to Kandeish. 1f
it should be necessary, the few passes might no doubt
easily be rendered defensible. On the east the valley of the
Nerbudda would be easily held. In ihis elevated plain we
should have, as it were, the Capital in a great park of fifty or

-#irty miles in diameter enclosed in a complete ring fence. ¢
That Qapital wouid be a pleasant, healthy place in a good
climate, puod the Kuropean houseés would be surrounded by
cardens andavineries, and all things pleasant to the eye, which
are so cssential to a permanent abode. Thire would be an

I-"'-
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abundance of pleasantcountryabounding in European residents
and residences in the neighbourhood, and the most abundant
opportunities for change of air, to cool hill climates for those
who wish to avoid the heats of the hot weather, and to sea
shere and sea hathings for those who wish to avoid the chills
of the cold weather or the early heats of March. The rich
and the delicate would have their country cottages on breezy
heights a few miles distant., For seven, eight, or nine months
the work of Government would go owruninterruptedly ; for
four mouths of this time (the rainy season of India generally)
there would be & season when all the world would flock to the
Capital itself. For two or three or four or five months in the
cold season, as the case might be, the Governor General and
the Members of the Government would be free to visit all
India, not in the heavy, encumbered way in which they move
for six months’ residence at a distant point, but light and
unencumbered as official travellers and tourists.

I have thus, then, by an exhaustive process, after going
over the map, tried to show that no dther place than the
high land north-east of Bombay fulfils the conditions neces-
sary for the Capital’; that the high land, in the position
~ which I have indicated, does fulfil these conditions; and that
we may there find a good site in a healthy, temperate climate,
in a pleasant locality, and within easy reach of cool bills on
. all sides, and of the sea on one side.
 To those who have not cared to follow me through the
long process of exhausting all India, and who will either
- take my word for it that there is no suitable place in Central
India, or will accept the conditions with which I prefaced
the search for a Capital, I have more than once hinted that
the result may be reached by a short cut. If the pew site
must be in a good climate near the sea, and within a fow
hours journey of one of the great centres of enterprise and
commerce, we must {ind a good climate near either to
Calcutta or to Bombay. There is no sufficiently good climate
sufliciently near Calcutta ; there is a good climate in the
elevated country near Bombay; therefore the new site must
be in the elevated country near Bombay, and on one of the
two ]inga of Railway leading from Bombay into that elevated
country, Thus put, the question rapidly resolves itself into
~ one between the high country near Bombay on the south-
-east line of Railway—that is, about Poonah—and the countr
¢t the north-east line of Railway—that is the plain of the
Upper Godavery. Both are equally near Bombgy-——within
120 miles,®r say five or *six hours’ journey for ,a tolerabl

fast train. But the one (viz.,, the gite on *+he north-eagt
line) is “much®™etter situated on the main lines of vommuni- <
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cation, and is in that respect much preferable to Poonah.
It is also in a greener, pleasanter, and cooler country and
climate, with infinitely greater amenities for residence and -
greater facilities for agreeable change, and thus in its local
qualities also is much preferable. Therefore, the plain of the
(odavery shouid be preferred to Poonah. In facy, in thus
shaking off Poonah and making a free choice much of the
question lies. Most of those who have thought on the
subject have inclined to the belief that in the Deccan above
Bombay is the only practicable locality. They have taken
Poonah as the type of that locality., Poonah is a somewhat
disappointing place in its appearence, soil, and surroundings,
and it is somewhat off the main lines of important pohitical
communication—therefore, the project has hung fire. A
main object with me is to show that Poonah is not the only
place available near Bombay, that the other line of Railway
has disclosed s much better locality free from the objections
which may attach to Poonah, and that there we may well
establish a pleasantt Head-quarters of the British power, sur-
rounded by British surroundings. To such a locality the
European and civilised native commufity of Bombay will,
during a great part of the year, flock around the Members of
the Government, and the leaders of social progress. The
climate will also attract visitors from all parts of India to so
central a point. Especially in the rains, when this ciimate is
g0 much . superior to that of the less accessible hill stations,
and when so many European constitutions require chkange

from the hotter localities, the converging Railways will
bring great numbers of temporary residents. kvery man
who vigits England from any place throughout, at least,
three-fourths of India will necessarily pass through the
Capital, and those who reach Bombay from the south or from
Scinde, will be within a few hours of it. Native vigitors
would not have the least occasion to complain of a climate
uncongenial to them. Thus, in such a site would be con-
centrated all the threads by which the different parts of
India might be felt and influenced. |

The course, then, which I would venture very humbly to

suggest is this, that competent persons should be directed
to examine the high country on the north-east or Jubbulpere
line of Railway near Bombay—that is, the plain of the Upper -
Godavery and the hills immediately surrounding it; also, all
tE¥hills between this plain and the watershed of the Kistra
to the south towards Poonah, and the British portion of the
Sautpoora range in Kandeish about “Tooran Mull ¢ that they
should lect,and report upon the best site available for a
- Capital cjiy and great European station, and<also raark the

-"‘x""ft B -
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varions Sanataria in the neighbourhood and the ground in

temperate climates available for residence and colonisation in

the surrounding country.

By the time that this is done, it may ppssibly be found
desirable (and "I believe was at one time contemplated) to
assemble the Governor General’s Council at Poonah, where,
with some arrangement, temporary accommodation might
perhaps be found ; and if that were so, the Governor Geheral
and the Members of the Government would have an oppor-
tunity of seeing that part of the country for themselves. If
~ they should be satisfied with any new site selected by the
Commission, there would be no difficulty in at once putting
in hand so much building as would shelter so much of the
Offices as is now taken to Simla and accommodate the
Governor General as well as he is eccommodated at Simnla,
So much might be undertaken in anticipation of the opening
of the through lines of Railway. Meantime, accommodation
for one season might be found at OQotacamund, where the
Supreme Government woilld be brought indo rapport with the
spirit of Madras, After that, one more cold weather residence
in Calcutta, and then the Governor General might in state
open the rail, which by Allahabad will eonnect Calcutta and all
northern and eastern India with Bombay, and so proeceed to
his new residence. The Railways having, then, opened, abun-
dant supplies of labor material and produce, and given every
facility to tradesmen and others who wish to move from
Caleufta, building would go on upon a larger scale; the
first wing of the new Government Hguse would be expanded
into a Government House worthy of the Viceroy, the oflices
would gradually move up from Calcutta as accommodation
is provided. European residences would spring up rapidly,
and on the lines of a native city scientifically laid out, Bazaars
and native residences would rise in clusters'till they eventu.

ally run together into a city. .

-1 shall not be suspected of really wmeaning presump-

tuously to propose to his Excellency the Viceroy, or any

one else, that they should follow a programme thus sketched
out. I merely mean, having propounded my scheme, to give

a fancy instance and iliustration of a mode in which |
infyinethat it might be carried out.

" Since writing the first part of this paper I have heard
‘that it has been contemplated to assemble the Legislative
Ceuncil at Simla, and thus to leave the Governor General free

~ tomarch in the cold weather. That will, no doubt, be a great

improvement on} the present state of things, and for dhe Beason
will be very beneficial. But the question immediatsly fol-
lows—if Che G¢¥ernment is in the hot watherin ﬁhe‘i{ills, aad
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m the cold weather is marching about the country, where
is the Capital? What, then, is Calcutta as a seat of Govern-
ment, but an old and very inconveniently placed record room ?
Moreover, I apprehend that it would not be found desirable fre-
quently to repeat Legislative Sessions at Simla go far from the
seats of active enterpriseand of public opinion. That would
be to make Simla to all intents and purposes the seat of Go-
vernment, On the other hand, to move the offices reguired
for settled Government and Legislation, season after $€ason,
would be very expensive and inconvenient. Necessity would
justify one or two moves till such time as fixed accommodation
can be prepared, but a permanently pevipatetic Government
would hardly succeed. It must come at last to ‘settling
somewhere. Even the annual move from Caleutta to Simla
and back again is cumbreus and difficult and attended with
many inconveniences. It is necessary to stay i1n Calcutta
till the weather is very hot in the plains, and to leave
Simla before it is very cool; the best part of a hill re-
sidence is lost, and,great extremes and sudden changes are
endured. The carriage required when moving “thus for a
proionged residence is ten times as much as would be neces-
sary for a mere tour. I venture to think that if it be possible
to fix a permanent hot weather residence at an early date,
the advantage would be very great.
One more re-arrangement and expense may seem a conse-
-quence of the removal of the €apital, viz., the arrangement
of troops for its Military defence. But my impression is
that this really is not so; that, Capital or no Capital, the
moment the Railways from Bombay are open, the whole
of our Military arrangements (as of everything else) must be
inverted, and that the European troops for the supply of the
whole interior of India arriving and departing by Bombay,
the Depot Stations for their reception must be formed in the
same high country in which I propose to place the Capital.
We have acquired India by commencing at various distant
points on, as it were, the outer rim, and thence we have
worked inwards. The bases of our strength have always
been at those distant and unconnected points—the different
Presidencies. To this day the communication in the. interi-
or between the different Presidencies is very limitéd. Whe
great Bengal Presidency, stretching up from Calcutta, we have
ruled by a line of Military Stations along the grand route
M. Calcutta to Peshawar; the Bombay stationg have been
‘supplied from Bombay; the Madras stations from Madras.
Now, all ¢his will I imagine be changed. HBixcepting, perbaps, a
few coast ptations, all will be supplied from a common centre
by way of Bumbay, which is not only so much mearer to
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Kungland, but will also be nearer and more convenient to all
the great stations of the north, the centre, and the interior
of Peninsular Indis, to Agra and Lahore, as well as to Jub-
bulpore, Nagnore and Hyderabad, The Calcutta route will
only be used by a Regiment proceeding to garrison Fort
William. The great route will be from Bombay through
Central India, and doubtless the tendency will be to post
troops in the cool and elevated stations in the vicinity of
.that route rather than on the Calcutta line, 1t seems proba.
ble, then, that instead of commanding the low parts of India
from several different bases, and by troops quartered in the
hot aud unhealthy low lands in widely separated systems
round the outer rim of India, the tendency will be rather %0
mass the troops in the comparatively healthy and easily held
centre, and thence to command the low-lying countries all
round by the use of the railways eonverging to, or djverging
from, the centre. The general result of a considerable expe-
rience.of hill stations now seems to be this, that the practice of
keeping Regiments for a series of years in low unhealthy. sta-.
tions and then sending them for a time to*high stations in the
Himmalayas is not altogether beneficial. It is very doubtful
whether those very high climates are on the whole benaficial to
a weakened Regiment; one class of disease is too oftem suc-
ceeded by another class of disease. And the eoldier himself
almost invariably dislikes those stations isolated on the tops
“of hills and finds his life insufferably dull. Tt appears that
it would be better that a larger proportion of the Regiments
should be in healthy Cantonmentis which, though for a certain

 season, warm, are never immoderately hot, and that when

the Central Railways are open, the tendency will be to
decrease ' such-- Cantenments as Chinsurah, Dinapore
Allahabad, Cawnpore, Agra, Delhi, Deesa, Ahmedabad
- Barodah, Madras, and Trichinopoly, and even, perhaps, such as
Kussowlee, Dagshai and Wellington § and to place a large Can-
tonment and Depot near the source of the Godavery, aund
increase such stations as Mhow, Asseerghur, Saugor, a better
drained and better placed as Jubbulpore, Poonah, Jauinah, and
- Belgaum; perhaps, also, to make'new stations nearer the edgeof
tlee high lands overlooking Hindoostan. All this may be, but
as T have said, T think it will not be the consequenee of the
new Capital, but a result of the same inversionrof the..old
 gvder of things which seems to render a new Capital
- Necessary. | |
"~ It willabe understood that, although I put ray name to
this paper, I ®claim all the freedom and irrespemsibility-of
‘an entirely urwficial writer, that [ write avow2dlX te make
~ out the case which I put forward, and thit “Wie freely
? - | 1
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expressed opinions and projects put forth are not dogmas on
the correctness and feasibility of which | take my stand or
which I seek to impose on any one else, but simply my view
of the case put ferward for what it may be worth, and in the
hope of provoking some inquiry and discussion. -
As 8 projector I have thought it better to state my ideas
roundly and enforce them by such arguments as I ean
command, rather than elaborately to qualify each statement
“and each argument with the admission that I may be wrong
and that some one else may know much better. All that I
fully and freely admit once for ali as regards all and every
part of my argument. I have stated the means which I
have had of seeing and of hearing, and whether I be taken
as a witness or as an advocate, as a sound projector, or as a wild
schemer, I say again I merely submit the result of a good .
deal of inquiry-and a good deal of thought for anything
that it may be worth, inuch, little, or nothing, I have done
what I can to make wmy vacations useful, and if I have
failed, the power and not the will is wanting. |
~ X add & Table givimg in figures a sort of rough estimate of -
the comiparative advantages of several different places, the
maximum values being assumed to be for purposes of com-
parison somewhat thug :— -

Central position- , oo 10 -
 Climate; immediate and accessory.. 30
+ . Neatness to Sea e 20
- Safety from attack .o 10
Civilised public opinion e 20
“Amenities of situation e 10 7

*

Total ... 100
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