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"THE EDITORS TO THE PUBLIC.

A FEW WORDS ON MEETING AGAIN.
i

At the commensement of a New Series of a popular work,
Some explanalion is due, poth~to the Public and ourselves,
more especiolly as a publication, under the samestitle, exists.
We Lpve no anxlely to depreciate any conlemporomesus pro-
duction, but, as we gish to gain no credit fro- o the merils of
others, neither ure we inclined to nnsweifﬂr-vﬁleir ertors.* The
work, of whick' this is a'continvation, #gs concluded in
EIGHATY NUMBLERS, Te® LAsT BEING®A MEMOIR OF
Mrs. CHATTERLEY, ruBLisHED Avavst 12, 1826
and we disclaim all knowledge of, or connexion iwith, any dra-
malic biography, from that period uni't the wresent time,

The distinguishing feature of our work was, its communi-
cation of swong facts in plain language. Tt spgke of aclors
and actresses as beings, Whose bysiness il is to amuse—who

~ ghould be respected for their talnis, but not idollzed—iwho
should be remunerated handsorcely, not mwrgnificentlye—wkho
should be applauded, not :ramki_r ved.,  Weendeavoured to
Fhring down the claims of all hiswionic professors lo their
true standard, and we lowed no fawour to the successful

- charlatan, ""/‘J v : f

Whateoer meri? ofher pi-duclions may possess as compo-
silions, it is evident that, from lack of resou_ces, they car 1ot
conlain the iﬂﬁirm.aff:ﬂ that has markett our pages ;s and, as
all scanic memoirs “Aave been hitherto conducted by commii-
nication with those whose lives are to be given io the Public,
it 13 self-evident That the whole wuth cannot be arrived at.
There, we apprehend, rests ihe cause of the extraordinary
sale of the First Series of OXBERRY’S BroGrAPHY,  FVe
kad. no occasion lo resort to Messrs. Wrench, Elliston, &e.
&e. for information. Ilad we deen forced to do so, the
memoirs st have assumed a very different appearance g
Jor who conld turn that which he received as a fuwur,_gm
malter of reprehension? - . -

When we commenced the Bz‘agrap’zy, twe h-d an imense
quantity of anccdote from the manuscr +t of the lamented,
acfor whose name identifies this work. Theseresou: ces wer .
da‘mi;:ished wthough not exhausted, when we concluded. Sir s
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o

that perted, the gratuitous communications ﬂfd" refired come-
dian, and the manuscr ipts which we Rave purchased- of a
deceased one, afford us fresh sources, and almost inexkaus-
tible ones; and we once morasembark on a voyage for public
Savonr ——secure, that our vessel carvies toa much ammmition
fo be run down by any pirale ; and that weare ourselves (oo
much inured\o storm and stress of wealher, to be oveFcome
by eniticar squar.,,

Our pages will, for the ﬁ:tura.; be dedicated fo the notice of
London actors-and actresses in every theatre. Taicne shall
be their recommendation to our notice—we Fequire no olher.
As every memaoir will be incorporated with nolices of conlent-
noraneous profosors, this production will be at orce a history
qf the stage of thy wrisent day, as wefl as the biography of
pawicular individuals.

Whendver the Subject chosen is of insyfficient “interest o
Sl our pages, we shall apBend Lo it a notice of seme cele-
“brated provincial zclor ; and thus afford a view of those who
are likely hereqfier to delight~the Public, Whilst inferest,
ignorance, and caprice, _re recommending performers lo-
metropelitan situalion —whilst one voung man is engaged,
- Becausé he is the manager’s nephew,—>wod young ludies, be-
cause they are endeared io oth-r rulers,” by ties differing
Jrom thos¢of concanguinity ,—it bekoves the press,not only to
. exPose such practices, but to point out *hose individuals who
onght lo occupy the sfalions so uﬂwﬂrﬁu{,ffﬂfd by poor re=-

latives, or unprincipled favourites. Inthis effort, we solicit
the co-operation of our Correspondents ; for, though we shall,
1ot feel bound to adopt their spinions, we will in every case
mace the most gmp e inguiry, and take steps fo oblain an
tmparticl criticism . Fthe performer named, whether ke be the
Javouriteof a Bath audience, or theneglected genius of g harn.

Spectemur agendo ought to be the motlo o° those who,
Hqu;y the Public. We shall, therefore, make nofore pro-
miszs, - The most impartial and “talented part of the press
pronounced our work fo%e the best, if nol the only, Dramatic
Biography that we- cver wrillen ; and our r.ost sfrenuous
SHorts ame bé used, to render the Second Series equal to the
\P“st . Tare EDITnns.

-
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MEMOILR

OF

THOMAS COBHAM,

(OQf the Cobouge Theatre.)
.4_ ‘

w *Isagit to yonur face, and wm%l aay it iﬂ the face of the
*whole world, that I never met a more civil-spoken gentleman,™
-

¢ To tell whesd Tyé becn, g : :
And what faces I’ve seen,
In places where d iny abode took,
I'm sure it would fill a chancery hill,
Or as long be as Paterson’s Rpaddbook.~Ouvircl.
&

4

e

Ir geunius and jplent are to be measured by the standard
of success, then 1s%the hero of the present memoir bélow
Egerton, Serle, and others,” in these requisites.  The
race is not always to the Swift,”’ says.the adage ; and too
fatally is it verified in the unﬁ:-rtunat(.’prtfessiup of which
Mr.CoBrAM is a member, Situations have become ob-
Jects of harter, and wore interest is now requisite to oh-
tain an engagement on the London boards, than is ndkes-
sary for the sccuring a sinecure, Caprice, too, will thrust
ignorance into the station talent shoul occupy; and

it is not unufual to see a man engaz@l to mouth Shake.
o NEW SERIES, VoL. L.—1, o

F 3
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W

speareyand nifeder Otway, on the mere ground of hisdeing
a good bottle-companion, and a favourite of a bacchana-
lian manager. One gentleman, now at Drury, wdas en-
gaged by Elliston, simply * ®or his astonishing impu-
dence.”” These were the ci-degunt Lessee’s own words,
Out present hero lacks the three great requisiies for a
modern metropolitan performer—interest, luck, angd im-
pudence. Whaving tfus commenced vith his deficiencies,
let us pceedbo highistory. .
Taovas Comzam, forty-one years since, began +his
pilgrim’ge of existence ;shaving gcommenced br&thing
in the early part of the year 1786, within the sound of the
celebrated bells, whose clappers confer the (itle of cock-
JEY upon ﬂll‘fnvenie auditors. M'r. Cobham, sen., was
a man of varipus and extemsive knowledge, a devoted
loser of scjence, a profound algebraist and mathemati-
cian, ant celebrated as an arehitectural draughtsman.
Lt was our hero’s misforigne io lose tins parent ere he
had arrived at #m age failygto appreeiate the talents that
were the admigation of anumerous cirele, . .
Master Coenaxm had ®Wow (0 chovse a profession § and
though, at this ear|# period, he falf certain yearnings to-
‘wards that ill-fated e which he aftgrwards pursued,:
they were checked (¢ scotch’s, not kill’d’”) b® the re-
quest of his wglowed mother, that e would become a
prinier, To Iearn Phe art and wystegy of which business
he entered the office of his cousin, Mr. Joséph Aspin, an
eminent printer, and author of se vera]#ingeninu'éi.wurks.
By this gentleman’s instruction he préfited so much, that
he was, in a short time, entrusted with the correction of
the press. In thegourse of hi% avocations in this way,
several vnlunu'nug work#® passed through his bands ;
amongst the rést, an octawo edition of Shakespeare, which
he read conjointly with (he cclebrated Edmund Malone.
The valuable observations of this ingenious commentator
on the text of our ¢ immortal bard,”’ sank deeply into
the mind of oy hero, and gave a facility to his Shuke-
sperian studics, with provedof infinite advantage to him,

N F



MEMOIft OF T. COBHAM, = 5

when he afterwards cimbraced the ‘ﬂrdunusf’wnfessinn nf
an actor, At this time, the late Mr. George Cooke was
plaving in London, and Myr. CoBaaw having witnessed
that actor’s inimitable performance of Skylock, it made an
h'\:;n'lpl‘ﬂs!!iﬂﬂ upon lis mind o8 intense, that he could think
of nothing but the picture which the actor had drawn of
the incgorable Jew.  So powerful wag this Siylock-mania,
that he became a manber of a private theatgd

s - . ®
** Where “prenticed kings alavwn’d (h¢ gapigg street,”

for theﬁurpﬂse of gratifying hi® long-cherishtd dgsire of
atiémpting to pouriray, upon o stage, this difficult charac-
ter.  After encomntering many obsiacles, an- opporiunity
was at length affordeyd, and never did mor# feel more
happy than did our youthful bero, when hegfound himsclf
arrayed in thte “¢ Jewish gabardine.”” The gunlamsg which
was bestowed upon Mr, COBrAM for this premature effort,
(he had not then rcached lis #eventeenth year,) deter-
mined his future desthation, ald he resol®d to subinit to
the public his bistrionic pretensicns, as sooh as he could
procure an engagement, Upon the boards of the private
theatre where our hercsmade his ?sf’ cssay, and which
was in Lamb's Cenduit-street, another actor of the pre-
sent day occasionally apped¥ed. 'This actor is Mr, Kean,
who, at the ®arly age of thirteen, recijed ®iere, Alerap-
der’s Feast, agd LeWis’s poem of Alonzo and Imogine.
From this theatre, Kean was engaged to recite at the Ly-
cewm, and to give his assistance in ¢lucidating an enter-
tainment of singular scenic beauty, called The Egyptian,
in which Milton’s L’ Allegro, was cmbodied by instanta-
neons scenic changes, Mr. Kean degvering the text,
which he did with most felicitous expression, Wg should
premise, that Mr. Kean was then known only by, the
name of Carey, his mother’s maiden appellation, he being
the Master Carey, who, in the year 1800, gave readin®s
at the Reil’s Rooms, Chancery-lane. At this place of
entgritainment he read, or rather delivere¥, the entire
Play of The Merchant of Venice, in the s®le since adopted
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By that celé®rated elocutionist, Smart. . This attempt
{for, merging the question of success or failure, as an
attempt it was wonderful) proves a precocity of talent in
the star of Drury, that is seidom follotved up by maturer
¢excellence, and afferds a trkunphant refotation to the
axiom, that ¢ ciever children prove dull men.*’ )

- Young Kean, alia< Carey, inoculated our presen. hero;
and Corusl under his advice and guidance, quitted the’
printing-office, and:started for Watford, in Hertford:hire,
where he madethis first appearance in the year 1803, under
the marageient of Mr, J8rrold. Mr, Jerrold’s company
contained an infinitude of sucking Thespians ; but tnz ma-
nager proved a skilful narse, for most of his histrionic
» infants thro¥amacingly, Oxberry was there, studying
the rudimentsg J. Russell and Wilkinson, then, or short-
1y aftergords, were also thus employed ; whilst, in ex-
perience, though not in years, Rean was the oldest actor
~amongst them. Month afer month did these gentlemen
remain togethetr, fighting “or first-fate parts ; for, be it
known, that €xberry and Wilkinson 1aid claim to Rollc,
Romeo, and Rickard, as well as their more tragica) asso-
ciates. On the relnoval of the <ompany from Waiford

to S5t. Alban’s, CorrAM quitted the scene of ,dramatic

warfare, leaving the present hero of Drury to persuade
V’ilkinson te“surrender up the Jaffiers to him. A few
nighis previous to his departure, our herqghad to play in
Rome piece, in which himself and Oxberry sustained the
characters of two heroical chiefs—now, TRomAs CoRmAM
had espied, in the wardrobe of the aforesaid Mr. Jerrold,
a certain dress, beclad in which he determined on de-
lighting the polite natives, previous to his exit : but,alas!

any one_of the other performers might have said, with
Graliano, ' '

¥, “ My eye, my lord, can see as far as yonrs.”

Kean and little Wilkey had both viewed this garment
with eyes of raivour, and determined, on scme future oce
casion, to appropriate it to the embellishment of thejr
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own persons; and Oxberry, during his visation ¢o the
wardrobe, on that very day came te a similar conclusion,
and actually carried off the dress, to adorn himself for
the rival chieftain.s ¢¢ Cheleric CoBraxM couldn’t brook
"3t 3*’ and, although his dadWersary was six inches taller,
and two stone heavier, he attempted to regain the dress,
vi et agmis. Foriunately, the managper’s wife inttrfered
"between the belligewent powers, just as Kpﬁ, Wilkeyy -
S&c.qswere joining in the conflict. Vihat the unfortunate
garment suffered in the course of the battl®, it is now too
" “late to ascertain ; but our hero®was, it is saill, figpg into
a wrardrobe basket, still clinging with amiable ‘tenacity
. to the fatal cause of the dispute.

‘¢ YWhat preat ewents from litile BRuses rﬂw A

LY

W. Oxberry declared he wollld sooner resign hig engag®-
ment than the dress, and®yas In consequence discﬁarged.
In a few days, Mr, CoBaAMgalso quitied the cempany,
and his next engagethent wasqat Margas®, where he at-
tracted the attention and kindly notice of Mrs, Davison.®
From Margate our hero went to Guernsey, where he
joined Mr. Hughes’s gampany, and with it returned to
‘England, to the iheatres of Ex®ter and Weymouth.
Dauring tfe season that M#. Corgam was at Weymouth,
his late Majesty gpnoured that place witly his presentg,
and during his residance there, visited the theatre every
evening. It unfortunately happened that, at this time,
cataracts had formed on his Majestyls eyes; in conse-
quence of which, his departure from Weymouth was
hastened, for the purpose, as it was said, of having an
operation performed, whith it was hoped would relieve
him. Such was his Majestg’s eharatteﬁstisé)ene‘vnlence,
+ that, although obliged to wear a green shade, and suffer-
ing much from the lights of the theatre, he continned his
‘vigits to the last evening of his stay, apon which occasgpn
Mr, Couam (it heing his benefit) was honoured witle the
royal command, We have been the moregparticular in
the mention oY ‘this, as it was the last @ight his late Ma-
. m 4
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~Jesty ever donoured a theatre with his presence., OQur
bhero’s next engagement was with Mr. Lieverly, at Wool-
wich, who, belng at that time & member of the Covent-
garden company, had frequﬁntly the. assistance of what
dre termed—stars. . The attructien of these had a power,
fally magnetic influence in congregating a full attend-
ance at his theatre, when the effiorts of those who were
« Jittle kaavn to fame,”’ too frequgntly failed in doing
80, [During the sgason that Mr. CoBaas wvas at Wool-
wich, thé thestre had, at diffcrent times, the assistanee
of Megsrs,-Cooke, Ellisen, Dowton, Munden, ¥imery,
In'cluﬂ%n, Mrs. Davison,Mrs. Powell, Mrs, Mouniain, and
Miss Smith, now bdlre, Bartley, At this place our hero
sustained agguriougly diversified line of business. First
tragedian—first singer-—light and*low comedian, and the
r.otley hero in pantomime. #Not unfrequently bas it hap-
pened, that, after dying *¢ withyharness on his back,”’ in
Rickard, he has finished the labours of the night with
capering throigh a pantoigime as Fearleguin.

* Qur hero, Jike his early friend and companion, Kean,
learned to do every wing that can be dene upon the
stage. They were both known As dramatic defiancers;
for, from their capawilities for sygtaining any line, the
manager who possessed the se-vices of either, might defy
anry other performer to distress him by desertion. JFPan-
gioss, Capt. Macheath, Sir Anthony Absolule, Dennis Bul-
gruddery, Sir Giles Overreach, and Farmer Ashfield, are all
coniained In one season’s list of our hero’s assumptions,
Men thus actively employed, could not, it is presumed,
have had much time for recreation ;3 but,certain it is, that
Mr. Kean found leisure sufficient io do that which awa-
kened the jealou.y and rovegge of a worthy tradesman,
who hit ‘ipoi®the magnanimois vengeance of cndeavour-
ing to get Kean seized by a press-gang. The conse-
dience was, that the erratic Edmund was concealed in a
cock-loft, whilst his dramatic duties devolved on Con-
HAM. Not contented with endeavourify to enrich the
navy, by the seryces of Kean, the cornutkd victim, for

1 T

LB
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what reasons we do not pretend to say, wifled our hero
to enter the army; but CoBraym had no military notions,
any more than Kean had ngutical ooes*; and, whilst his
friend lay perdue in his attical retreat, our hero began
&ying his capacities for thefarmy, by marching away just
before a hallot for the militia had prescribed his route,
We Bave beerrdigressing sadly, andgnust now get back
'to Woolwich. Towards the end of the EEﬂEDIbQIﬂI‘. Stan-
ley,asmember of the company, took hie benefit—whether,
like *Stgnley, in Richard the Third, his “ friends were
ready In the storth,”” we do not®retend to sa§; byt, that
‘they displayed a miserable lack of readiness in the south, -
was too evident ; for, or his night, the Woolwich theatre
was deserted, Attribyting this to a wgt nig or some of »
the other usually asSigned causes of dramatic failure, he
applied to the powers .bat’were, for leage tg take %
second benefit: the m#ager refused permission, the
theatre was closed, and the company dismissed, without
Mr. Stanley again trfing his fjends. Th® present Mrs.
Rartley, then Miss Smith, at that period asmost attrac-
tive star, had promiscd Mr, Stanlby to shine forth on his
gecond benefit; and he,was not a man®to be deterred by
the trifling ohstacles of having no®theatre, no perform-
ers, and no dresses. Messrs.8tanley and CoBrAM cogitated
deepdy, and the result was—the latter placged himself o
the exterior of one o the Woolwich slages, and came to
town. To the Harp he immediately turned his steps, and,
behind a quartern of Seagar and Evans, and a pipe, he -
fonnd his early associate, Kean. To mention the dilem-
ma, and chviate all difficulties, was the work of a moment.
" Douglas was fixed upon a< the play, the great tragedian
remarking, * We can cut 4nna, and g&)f them with songs
instead of a farce.” Still one difficulty presented itéelf.
In one of the scenes, five persons are on at once :—noOw,
this could not be very ingeniously managed by four ingg--
viduals, In search of a friend, (that long search in this
bad world,) Kean and Cosnax prowled fogth; and, be-
beath the Piazzas, met Mr, Chapmang of the Theotre-
+ - & H
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e
| “royal, Cnveff-garden. Few words suffice with good fel- |
lows :—in short, he agreed to assist them. Back went
our hero to hisg expectant friezd, who, during his absence,
was not, as our readers may premise, exactly upon roses.
Fhey immediately took a larfe room at the Navy Taverr®
He of Drury borrowed two Scotch dresges, and Chap-
.man and CoBram providing themselves, they twd the
necessary Werorations. Scenery wad ont of the question,
for the landlord wauld not permit any to be fixedy and
thiey had not aly to fix, if he would. Flaming angpifnce-
bHls wgre Bsued—all Woolwich were awakened—and,
perhaps, the novelty of a performance in a room, did
somewhat fowards attracting an audicnce. The cast of
v the play stMd thuss— Young Norvel, Kean s 0ld Norval,
Stauley ; Glenalvon, Coruax s Lord Randolph, Chapman 4
abid Lady Randolph, Miss Smith, When the night came,
and this lady arrived, she with difficulty restrained hey
Iigible faculties, at the wovelty of her sitwation. She
found herself fddenly tragsported Hom the immense and
brilliant stags of the metropoils, to & room dimly lighied
by a few candles, whére,. with a simplicity worthy the
age of Shakespears, the sacred barrier which should di-
vide the audience fréte the actors, was lterallv nothing .
more or less than the curtainh appertaining to~ the ‘wii-
dow of the woom; which, being hung upon a sfing,
was s0 contrived as to be capable o# being withdrawn to
anrd fro, as occasion required. The briiliancy of the act-
ing, however, compensated for atl other defects. At
the end of the play, Miss Smith spoke Collins’s Ode on ihe
Passions; Mr. Kean recited dlonze and Imogine ; and
Mr. CoBuam sang two comie songs, 10 chase away the
tears with which“the wods of Lady Randolph had be-
dewed the cheeks of the auditors. From this night’s
entertainment, Mr, Stanley and our hero derived some
caXsiderable profit. The tickets were issued at five
shillings each, and- the room was crowded to suffocation
with ail the fo hion of Woolwich and Blackheath, -

oy P -
‘From Woolwicd Mr, CoBaam went to Portsmonti.,
- - [

L
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Here he joined a company which was under e manage-
ment of Messrs."Kelly and Maxfield, After remaining
with these geptlemen for some time, he wag igduced to
accept an offer which was fade to him by the late Mr,
“Shatford, proprietor of the Salisbury and Isle of Wight
theatres. This gentleman proposed to him a liberal sa-
lary, in_consideration of which, he was to take the lead
25 an actor, and to have delegated t& him tha®uties of
stage-manager. Our hero having acgepted Mr, Shat.
ford’s offer, joined his compiny at Newpond, in the Isle
of Wigh® and continued, until e final exit of his em-
. Ployer, the directorof his theatres, and his principal actor.
o Mr. Shatford had been, for many years, the caterer of
public amusements for the inhabitantsyof Saisbury, as
well as for those of sePeral other towns in that neigh-
bourhood. His death left a blank in “‘*hﬂ gtock of
harmless pleasure,”” and wgs much lamented. * |
" Actor and stage-manager at galisbury, Mr. CoBnan
found full employmentg but lovg, which .

“ Will come, when it will come,” *

~found its way to the breast of {rur herofand ¢ gave him
unquiet dreams.”” Miss Drake, thd® leading actress of
the theatre 8was the object ofebis affection. His passion,
it will easily be surmised, found fuet in his nightly enact-
ments of Romee and Jgffier, togher Julid® and Belvidera H
‘““ Love,”” as Simon says, * played at ducks and drakes
with his heart.’”” In fine, the stage-manager madce his
- declaration—found the lady in a consenting cue—her
heart was a prompter for him-she uttered  Yes,” in the
sweetest first music that acto® ever heard—the bell rang—
and, after the ceremony of thes ring, Me curtain was
drawn. Mrs, Cobham is descended from a family of
great respectability in Devonshire, where many of her
relatives possess very considerable estates. 'The happw
coyple remaincd at Salisbury vntil the death of Mr. Shat-
fordgerminated their engagement. Mr, S, Ragsell, better
kriov, as Jerry Sneak Russell, availed mself of their
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services ¥ Ozxford, whére, through the.kindness of Lord
Greaville, the chanceltor of the University, he had obtained
permissien to open a theaige, contrary 1o the University
statutes, which prohibit theatrical athusements altogether,,
Upon this clagsical ground} Mr. CoBraM became a great
favourites and the celebrity he obtained there,induced Mr.,
Penley, of the Fglkstone and Hastings theatres,€o goand -
witness%ﬁ;performunce. Mr. Pesnley bad, at this period,
(1810,) enteredsipon a speculation for opening the West
London thedre, Tl:rtmnham-strec:t,Tﬂttupham-cgurt-rnad,
(terrg incognita to half%f London,) with a. superior com-
puny, and he immediately engaged our hero as leading
ragedian. Sampson Penley, now of Drury, was the
light contlian ;e Penley himself) performed the old men,
and some of the low comedy; and Miss Watson, of the
*Cobguwg; Yliss Jonas, late of the Surrey ; and the Misses
Penleys, were also membersf the company. On Cog-.
HaM™s arrival in towm he found, in the author of the
piece in which he was & make Mis first appearance, his
wardrohc €oe, Oxberry. Their juvenile broils were
- Speedily forgotien. Oxberry had resigned ail thoughts
of the truncheon’, Qs he was enjoying a handsome salary
as the low comediah of the Lyceum, it was got probabhle
that he and Copuam would®have occasien to fight again.
s Marmiony dramatised froor Scott’s poem of the same
name, by Mr, (therry,h’as brotight out, in which Mr,
CoBuAM played the hero, and with so much success, that
the piece had a successful run of thirty or forty nights,
Mr. and Mrs, CoBrAM were afterwards at the Surrey
theatre ;* and from thence they went to perform at the
East London, known formerly as the Royalty. At this
place, the regular dramd was performed in all the varieties
of play,opera, and farce 3 and, although this was a known

v ,
* Whilst at the Surrey, Richard IIT. was produced grith

horses; andyQorrAm was the hero of Boaworth field, with White
* »
Swrey beneath gimn. _
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infringement upon the rights of the two natinﬂai theatres,
yet, the proprietors of these establishments looked on in
ailence, fearful to call the gattention of the public too
“closely to their monovpoly, and having some, and not ill-
grounded apprehensions, thdt if this place of amusement
for the play-going citizens (the Kast London) were
closed,qpplication would be made te, Parliament for a
third theatre. At the East London, Mr. Congrim was for
some i(ime the hero, and performedewith distinguished
success. the principal characters in the whole range of
the draima, The part, however®in which he particalarly
attracted public notice at this time, was Rickard.

The success of Kean had rendered a Richard a deside-
ratum ; and Mr. CoBgan, in the forlern ré®ouns of the
Royalty, received a message from the Upper House. In
an interview which the Covent-garden patgnteeweguest-
ed with Mr. CoBram, he dffered him a handsome sum for
two nights’ performances, and an engagement fov three
years, at an advancing salary from £ 12, should his suc-
cess with the town be complete. The part welected for
his apearance was Rickard ; and our readers will readily
-admit, that Mr, Kean's great ponularity at the other
bouse, in this character, rendered the attempt of it, by
any other persen, one of pdtuliar hazard. Two gentle-
‘men had essayed the performance of if, in*the course of
the season, upon the €ovent-garden boards, but without
BUCCESS, | . *

The way in which Meggott was treated at the Hay-
market, and poor Edwards at Covent-garden, must be
green in the memory of our readers. These gentlemen
had been singled out as victims to th ferecity of the
public, during the Kean fever ; “and the annals of .cruelty
and brutality present nothing more disgusting or dis-
graceful, than the conduct'pursved towards them. Such
was the then terror of the assumption of Richard, (hife
established favourites shrunk from the attempt—even
Kemble and Young declined the contest—¥nd Mr. Cog-
HAM was brought into the field, some®hat against his
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own judgm®ht, but strongly encouraged, by the opinion
of hisfriends. Whatever of diffidence My, CoBram might
have felt in the undertaking, it was in no way lessened
by a circumstance which took place previouns to his per-
formance. On the moraing 8f the day, upon the evening
of which he was to set his all upon a cast, he received
several anonymous noies, apprising him that sevegnl par-
ties had Meen formed, for the purpose of rendering his
atlempt abortive—gnay, one went so far as to asserd, that
above seventysclerks in a public-office were to be mar-
Ehaliml it 2 body, and ® proceed to the tlmatrﬁ-., to put
at rest, by their clamour, all his pretensions to public
favour, Mr. Copuam was disposed to treat the infor.
mation whigh had §een thus cmweied to him, with Iittle
attention ; but, when the evening’s performance come.
meenced, he fognd that his anonymous correspondents had
been correct.  Before the endeof his first soliloquy, se-
veral persons, who had bgen dispersed through the house,
made a simulteneous attagk upon Mm, and continued, by
every specics of annoyance of which they were masters,
to intimidate the actor, notwithstanding that they were
repeatedly put down by the majority of the house. The
uproar which these pMcecdings caused, served of conrse
to mar the performance-—buif®in the hope that Ris sort of
ggrsecution would he discontinued, the play was given
out for a second rgpreseutatiun. Lapon this occasion, the
same attempt ggws made to annoy our here, but the num-
bers of the opposing party being less numerous than on -
the former night, they were kept tolerably quiet until
half-price, when they gained a considerable accession of
sirength, by the entrance of mdany of those who had at-
tended upon the Mrmer etening. The good sense, how-
ever, of the house prevailed ; and the majority of the pit,
in order to mark their indignai@pn of this wnworthy treat-
mgnt, arese from their seats, and cheered our hero with
encouraging and entbusiastic plaudits, Afier this ex-
pression of good feeling, Mr. Cogram continued his
catreer trivmmpha®ly., aad without inierranfion. feave of
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applanse,) to the end of the tragedy. In the.tent scene,
he was honoured with nine rounds of applause! An
opinion prevailed, that this o@position was organised and
_supported by ¢ the Wﬂlve%” a clab, of which Mr.
Kean was the president. ‘

Cur hero has always acquitted-Kean of any participa-
tion in thes conspiracy against talent. 3¥e have got space
here to give any deta®t of the club to which #é%’ave al-
tuded, but refer our readers to the Memoir of Kean, R .
the enlarged edition of Oxderry’s Biographf, for full in-
formation. - d .

Our priuciples being fo tell << the truth, the whole truth,
dnd nothing bet the truth,”” we deem it imperative to
mention a circumstange. which Mr. Cnﬂﬁau’sﬂ-judging
friends might wish to. conceal. To our tale :-——Qur hero
15 exceedingly abstemious, and consequentlg affeetad by'
a smaller quantity of the jutce of the grape, than the ge-
neraliiy of dramatic -p%uﬂ':ﬁﬂﬂrs :#surrounded by anxious
friends, on the day of his appelring at Covent-garden,
who, judging his constituiion by theirs, urged -him to take
a glass, to keep his spirits at their proper pitch of eleva-
tion, Mr. Copuam exceeded the limit of prodence ; and,
though oot in a state of extreme irﬂuxifatinn, was too
much excited to give his 18Ments fair .play. We hate
blinking Facts; and are assured, that Mr Cofuam’s good @
sense will convince hin® that we mention this with no in-
vidious motive, *

* From Covent-garden, Mr. CoBuam returned to the Kast
London theatre, being under articles fo the proprietors,
and continugd playing there P’ilh great success. It hap-
peneds that Mr. Jones, the late patentee, grrived in Lon-
don, for the purpose of recmiting®his forces, at the period
when Mr, Conuam’s articles, with his employers in/the
east, had nearly expired s #hd baving hegrd much of his
ability, he was induced to witness his performance of?
Shakespeare’s King John, with which he was so well satig-
fied, that he proposed to hiin an engagement~ for Crow-
streef, at his firdt salary—making Mrs. C8bham a liberal

N ofier at the same time. .
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Mr. CoRuau, having accepted Mr. Fones’s terms, made
his first bow to an Irish audience at Crow.sureed, Dec,
1817, in the character of Sir Giles Overreach, in Massin-
rer's play of A4 New Way te Pay (Hd Debis, in which he,
was very favourably receifed. His next pwrit was Eer—
fram,in Mr. Maturin’s tragedy of that namec. He re-
peated the latter rharacter several times 3 and, far his per- -
formanl -f it, was very highly complimented by the
'ﬂ.lcﬂr'{ﬂd author, ¢ Mr. CoBaax continned gainingirapidiy

in public eéstimation, until his legitimate claim to the |
rank he held was decived with the audierce of ‘Dublin,
by his fersonation of Macbheth and Richerd, It rarely
happens that tl‘ﬂgm aciors are fosod wseful In the operd-
tic depahent o the theatre; vetpn one gecasion he was

- called upon, and carnestly [‘Ill]‘ﬂ"ti{'d io do the part of

¥ Lord T¥illicm, in The ilaunted fower, in consequonce of
My, Horn’s sudden illpess, akd when no ather vlay counld
“well be substituted, &0 well did he acquit htmu.;]f_ that
he was caeored in several of his Bongs, cne of which was
the difficuld bravura of Spiril of my sainled Sire.  Mr,
Jones considered Mr. Cosnax’s exertions vpon this occa-
sion s0 well deserving of reward, that, in a letter which
he wrote to him tfe next morning, te thantk him for his
services, he enclosed a bhahk-note for £25,° When Mr.
_ Harris obtained the patent for the Dublin teatre, he
re-engaged our hero, who, withi¥Varde, now of Cﬂvent-
garden, divided the luadmg business.

Oar limits oblige us to omit several relations conmeeot-
cd with the Dublin management, which we shallendcavour
to incorporate in some less anecdotal biggraphy; we
have only at present space fo say, that he quitted BPublin
in 1824, and opencd®t the Gobourg, in Fausfuy. Since
which, in addition Lo all the leading tragedy, he has per-

~ formed Hawthorn and Cap*ﬂfaﬂhmtk at thal theatre ;
Tand, for a few weeks, given his services tu that ill-fated
pIace of entertainment, the Surrey.

To takewa view of Mr. CoBram’s eapabilities as an
actor, we must’ speak of bim in those fharacters which
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he has had no opportunity of assuming in the metropolis,
which he has only perforinegd in the far region of the
%alt}r. . .
he great feature of our hefo’s acting is its entire ori-
ginality. Kean, his early companion, who has out-

- stripped Qim in fortune, though superior to CoBmaM in
olher points, falls belogy him in this? G. F. Q(rﬁke was
the great original of which Kean is thy shadow ; and,*
mixing his style with Bologna’s serious pagfomime, the
star of Ifrury made himself #%hak he is, Thouogh only

. fifteen years bave elapsed since the depariure of Cooke,
the present race of play-goers havé forgotien him ; and -
Kean’s imitations remgin undeiected _Dy ¢ million,
though' they are as obvious, though not as servile, as
Young’s attempts to copy Kemble, : s

Kean and our hero haves onc attribute in common—
encrgy. Right or wrong, thepe,is a prevailing spirit
ahﬁu,t the performance®of thesg ‘zentlemen, that leads
the anditor with it. 1t is Kean’s crror to hetoo cxtra-

. vagant and familiar—it is our hero’s to be too elevated,

. oo pompous., Kean is for giving ns tragedy in ah .un-
dress—Copram agdorns her in all the wrmality of a court
suit. Wher®Cobuam has a urt in which he cannot de-

~ generate into grandeu®, he is excellent. Nowdring ean be ®

- more in keeping than his early scenes of *reob Roy. The
careless freedom, and air of bravado, with which he

- ings——*

¢ Come, open your gates, and let me gang free,”

is admirable s but the inflatad diction, thrown into the
characters he is doomed to assumg, at the Gﬂbﬂulf, has
done him an irreparable injury. | :
Our hero 18, by many deggees, the best actor that/has
ever appeared at our minor theatres. In naming himg
. |

——— A -

* These lines are spouted by Mr. Macready, in-direct defi-
ance to the intention of the anthor of the play 8nd the doscrip-
v tion of the novelist.
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with the members of (he royal theatres, we may say. us
we have already said in the first series of this work, that
he might be our third tragedian ; but,remaining wherehe
is, is not the way to becorne se. No man’s genius can
be so. great, or his talgnt so extraordinary, as to with~
stand the temptations to overact that h.'minctr theatre

holds fb.:tg. - o y
¢ As a tragedian, Mr.Cobnam has more genius than
nowledge gy and more physical than acquired povwer of
executios ; his veice 's Mrong and clear, ana his ma-
nagement of it excellent. . .
As a general actory Mr, Cosaay has few .competitors.
His low g dmedy, is pleasing ;s higginging, in the true En-
glish school, unornamented, buf correct and effactive. |
« . Qurherois by far too good, to be condemned to deliver
Mr. Barrymore’s nonsense gnd Mr. Milner’s trash; and
we earnestly entreat hjm to quit a spot, where his taleng
cannot he appreciated, becans. it is not fairly tried.
Surely, Dnblin, Liverpool, Bath, or York, where Shake-,
speare i occasionally acted, . would accord more with
our, hero’s taste than St, _(ffgrge"n_ Fields! |
- Mr. CoBraw ha. two thildren—sop and daughter—
and, as a hushand and a fecher, sets an example, which it
would be happy, indeed, if the members of his profession
strove to imithte. His habits gre domestic ; n_nd,'ral.
though the soul of good fellowship enlivens his board, he
never suffers hilarity to descend to buffoonery, er the .
pleasures of the table fo be disgraced by excess. His
conversational powers are considerable 3 his room-singing
excellent ;. and few men have greater qualifications to
delight as a cenpanigs. ‘ _ '
Mr. CoBraM is five feet five inches in height; of a
dark complexion; and his ¢puntenance marked and ex.
wpressive. .
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oF
"MRS. FITZWILLILAM,
‘ f the Adelphi ﬁmtrc_. 3
| F_L;Ht was n;m_;’fe for blis¥.«==MOORE.

. THERE are a certaif®numberef persons in the dramatic

world, admitted, on all hands, to possess gmeat talenis,

~whom everybody is delighted to se: upon the stage, and

yet who never draw one shilling to any theatre what-

ever. Anattractive and a good pecformer are terms by
N . . . X .

no means synonymous. THe theatres which bave been

.obliged to dismiss, when Liston came to stas, a few year

back, cannot now weniain the numfers he -attracts.
Fashion, caprice—give it what name thou wilt, reader—

rules dramatic destinies; and it is so mere a matier of

chance, that all speculation on the matter is ridiculous.

It is a bitter truth, that our sterling performers never

draw. 'The names of Miss Kelly, Dowton, Fawecett, and
Mrs. Davidson, will not make feve shillthgs difference in
the receipts of the honge ; whilst a dramatie charlatan,
without a tythe of the talent or experience, and none of

the genius, of any one of them, will attract a throng. #

Great, without being popular; delightful, but not
attractive ; talented, but unlucky,—is tke subject.of
our present memoir; who was boro i® the year 1801,

. NEw SzRies, Vor.1.—2., = 7 ¢



20 DRAMATIC BIGG.RAPHY,,

Her lf'zltl:ua‘r‘,r Mr, Copeland, was the proprictor of the
Dover circuit; and little Fanvy was, in very early
life, initinted into the drématic mysteries, being only
three years old when she speit the 'lamps, as the child
in Pizarre. The life of = manager’s daughier, wlo
Plays what ghe pleases, and pleases whenever she plays,
affords little matter for narration. Every yea® added
fresh atiracgions to our beroine ; ﬂnd, at an age when
other females are learning the rudiments of their . ari,
she was a miftress of hers. .

Metropolitan favour ®as still wanting, to give a gur-
rency to ber talents; London being the dramatic mint,
where all metal finds its stamp of value. Miss Booth at
one housend Miss Kelly at the ether, preclueded the en-
gagement of our heroine at either Drury-lane or Covent-
Bardep,end ghe Haymarket was chosen as a dernier re-
sorf, where she appeared, in #e senson 1817, Cicely, in
The Bee Hive, and the Puge, in The Follies of a Day, were
not characters in which i®was possible to create a great
sensation, snd Miss Corrranp, at the Haymarket, wag
regarded miore for her utility than her talent. Og some
occasions, she came forward az the substitute for Missg
Mathews, during her®illness ; but the convalgscence of
that, fair favourite always Consigned our hercine to the
gielf. At the clgse of 1he summer season, Miss CopE-
LAND went to the Olympic theatre,®vhere a snperior com-
pany were then performing, Here, a more diversified
tange of characiers was open to her, and she rapidly be.
came a favoorite. Having thus launched among the
minors, her next step was to Jhe Surrey, then under the
management of Tom Dibdin, where she made her debut
as Madge Wildfi', in ThE Heart of Mid Lothian.

Mr, Dibdin’s talents are various and peculiar, In his
eariy life, he was himself a performer of no mean talent :
B he surrendered the sock, Lo become a dramatie writer,
and passed his life in chserving the scenic exertions of
others, instead of making any of his uwn. The resuit of
these nhﬂervaﬁurﬂ has been a capacity of comprehending,
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at once, the powers and peculiarities of ever; individual
be beholds,  In this way, Mr. Dibdin took measure of gur
heroine, as he had long prdviously done of Mr. Fitz-
william, He also discovereg that the lady and gentle-
man, to use¢ a managerial {erm, worked well together :
and he drew upon his invention for a series of pieces, in
which I® could display their talents to. the besg advan-
tage, ’ o

The only two managers whoe have followed the system
of wriitng up their performers, are, Messrs. Dibdin and
Arnold. The former, by the ®naided exercise of his
own pen s the latter, with the assistance of- Pocock,
Beasley, and Peake., Kunight, Wilkinson, Wrench, nay,
even Miss Kelly, were made by this systemat the Ly-
ceum ; whilst Huntley, Watkin Burroughs, Wyatt, Mrﬁ;
Brooks, our heroine, and her hushand, weu all thos ag-
sisted at the Surrcy. Amdhgat them all, our heroine least
needed such adventitiims aid ; ®for she had the mind to
conceive, and the power to ex®cute, a numerous range
of characters. By the bye, we have named the engage-
ment of our heroine by Mr. Dibdin, without explaining
the circumsiances that led to it, which—as evincing

6 .’H%at great events from little causes flow,—

s »
are worth narrating., ®Mr. Dibdin went to Deal, to give
his son the benefit of sea-bathing, and was wasting a few
moments in Trott’s Room, when the worthy proprietor
commenced an eulogium on the talevts of a young actress,
then at Dover ; but Mr, Dijbdin turned a manager’s ear
to what he deemed the praises of frigndship. and the
matter paseed over, The conVersation had,. however,
awakened the curiosity of Master Dibdin, which was
parfly aided by the fact that he had never visited a provin-
cial theatre,and parily by the information, that the a,{:tralh
In question was very young and very pretty. The young
invalid fairly badgered the dramatist intp an eight miles’
Journey ; and, with a special unwillingnéss to be pleased,
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Mr, Dibdig entered the Dover theatre. One seene from
our heroine repaid his journey, and that night he en-
gaged her. .

The system to which wegdave just alluded, of fitting
parie to actors, has been much abused by the facetious
gentlemen who write reports for newspapers—ihese re-
ports begng generally a species of blank-cartrid®e- criti-
cism—ver®noisy, but never pro ucing any effect—un-
less, indeed, the more slanderous attacks of some of them
may be compared to a cannonade, where every report
carries a wound with if, These gentlemeh have depre-
cated the system—and there they are right : but ihey
have termed it 2 modern innovation—and there they were
wrong. ®Eawnont and Fletcher decidedly wrote for
?articular actors § nay, Shakespeare thought it necessary
¢ throw in a#line into ene of his tragedies, to excuse the
figure of his hero ; for, Taylor, who was the original
Hamlet, had an alderm&nic plengude of flesh; and, to
fit the philosophic prin@e for him, the King or Queen
(#e really Forget which) is made to B e

** Our son i fat, and scant of breath.”

. ¥

o Foote,in The 'ﬂmtﬂrs, and ('Keefe, when he made
the vbesity of Mrs. Webb a sulbjece.of animadversion and
4 cause of merriment, might have shielded themselves be.
neath the example of the Swan of Avon. Mr. Dibdin, by
following the track of O’ Keefe, drew out the capahilities
of our heroine ; and also, perhaps, to a degree, confined
them. For,discovering what $he eounld do inimitably well,
he made up parts& whichehe only repeated herself,and dig
0ot venture to bring her forward in other things, in which,
as she has since proved, she might have been equally suc-
@ssful, DMiss CorEvAwD’s excellence as a musician was
not overlooked by the manager: she was introduced in a
harp song, and executed the accompaniment enchantingly ;
deing eqnal credit to her own fame, und o the talent of
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her instructor, Mr. Suiton, of Dover.* Her sioging was
chaste and excellent ; and, for this accomplishment, she
i3 also under some obligation to Mr. Sutton’s tuition,

Those who recollect the #urrey at the time when our -
heroine < made all sunshine there,”’ surrounded as she
was by a host of talent, now scattered—never, we fear,
to be ™-assembled gn that spot—those wiho #emember
this, will recur to those evenings as bright oncs in their
earthly pilgrimage ; for there was a spirit f conviviality
in the place, not te be felt in thg lofiier domes of Drury
and,its stuperidous rival. You came inio the Surrey, and
greeted four or five faces (Huntley’s, Fitzwilliam’s, and
Mre. Brookes’s, were amongst them) as famigiar to ye—
you had a sort of personal feeling for them all, indepen-
dent of your admiration for their talent—they seemed to
helong 1o one another—xzou could not ﬁn{:yh alty one
but our hercine playing beside little 1'Mz,—nor could
the presence of a muwe fasciigating woman com|rensate
for the loss of the mairon-like, buy delighiful Mrs, B.
—they seemed one fanily of theatricals, bound in an
mnion of affection and of talent.  Their points were made
as if by mutual understanding 3 ac:l this was the mere
effect of Mbitually acting gogether, and understanding
cach other’s style : so that, at lengtih, (to orrow & me=
taphor from mechanisg,) their cxertiofs dove-tailed sg
as to form a complete picce. Colman, speaking of an
apparently peaceful domus, says—

»

* 1t is pleasant to record the praises of orthy man, even
in such transitory pages as ours. "Mhis {ribute is a just and an
honest one, beit ever so perishable. Our recollections of Mr.
Sutton picture many hapuy hours, that the good fellodvship of
the man, and the genius of the musician, once created for us. 1;5
little drcams who now pens this notice of Iijs estimable quad iticW,
and of his enviable talents—one, who remembers him with feol-
tngs of friendship and interest—who rejoices to hear of his wel-
fare—and shail always feel Joy in Iearning of any accession to .
his happiness. L

¢ 3
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* ¥ou would have thought, since tonanted by friars,
That peace and harmony dwelt there eternally
Whoever told you o, wese cursed liars,
Tue holy friars quarrell’d most infernally.”

Inlike manner was the apparent cordiality at the Sarrey—
hollow and artificial—at least, as far as related to two
ar three ¢ its members. Be it premised to our readers,
that Mr. FitZwilliam did love (and was beloved again by)
oair heroine.  His affection was no secret ; for, even-he-
fore the curtain, it wasy rratter of observation ; and, when
they came in contact as rustic lovers, in ilie numberjess
delightful farcettas that Dibdin produced, the audience
fairly symg;thised with what they believed to be the real
state of their feelings, Now, thoungh Mr. Fitzwilliam be

nat that figure of a man whom we should deem
oo 3

“ Framed to makedvromen false 3™
apd though be Iacks, by netrly twelve inches, the altitude
requisite forra Remeo,—yet he had made sad havoce in the
hearts of the ladies at the Surrey side: by which we
gather, that the Surrey lasses are caught by more dimi-
nutive proportions than those necessary to charm dam-
sels in almost every other part of the universe.” Amongst
e many Staiires and Roralanas, of whom Mr, Fitzwil-
linm was the Alexander, was an-aciress at the Surrey
theatre, contemporanecus with our heroine-—mercy to
the failings of a woman tempts us to conceal her name—
she exerted her ingepouity (and what a jealous woman’s
ingenuity is, most of our readers will guess better than
we can explain) to sow discord between Miss CopELAND
and her lover, r]F‘aa.iling'ﬁ;n this attempt, she invented a
series of scandalous stories ; so that the Surrey theatre was

gl “* Kept in continual ferment by the rows”

that thig fair-one instigated. Green-room sguabbles are
scarcely fair sukjects for record ; and we shali, therefore,

-
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omit a detailed account of the bella, horrida bella,*’ in
St. George’s Fields, and thipw by a manuscript of con-
siderable length, which the industry of a friend had fa-
voured us with, Mr. Fitzwilliam was too much attache
ed, to be lared away by stratagem : he, fairly, like the

‘hero ﬂf.the ballad,

&

: L]
“ Doated on FANNY's blue e;r,rea."'

One of her glances overset a vogume of the other lady’sy
splenetic attacks; and Mr. Fiizwilliam took a pliant hour
to gain her consent, but they were not united wntil the
month of Dec. 1822,

Our hereine and her hushand (that was 3 be} were
engaged at Drury. In November, she mmade her firgt
appearance on the buardi_uf one of the Bationat thea-
tred. The farcetta of Maid and Wife, brought pur he-
roine forward as Fanng; a part gMich she made completely
her own, and which she has since delighted the town with
at the Adelphi, where the piece is performed under the
title of The Married Bachelor,

A hundred obstacles were thrown in her way at Drury,
Performems of inferior talegt were thrust forward, and
our heroine secluded ; anda salary of £10 per week did
not compensate her for losing her holdeon public favouf®
Our readers will rame-mber, that Miss CoPELAND was one
of the many who were ill-used by the dramatic tyrant,
Elliston ; so much so, indeed, as to have become matter
of public remark ; that, actuzlly, on one occasion, when,
in consequence of Munden’s illness, 4 piece was changed,
some of the auditora called out, ** Whygnake distinctions
towards particular performers ?* in allusion to the exelu-
sion of our heroine from appearing before them,An con-
sequence of the piece substituted. &

Mrs. FrrzwirLiam quitted Drury-lane somewhat
abruptly, disgusted at the treatment she received at the
hands of the ¢ great Lessee,”” and wgnt into the pro-
vinces 3 from whence she returned to the metropolis, and

4
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snatched a moment to produce ler spouse an heir. After
this, we find our heroine ay Sadler’s Wells and at the
A delphi. | :

We have omitted to mentivn that, previous to going to
Drury, she joined, for a short period, the inhabitants of
the terra incognita, wherein the Royalty stood, Tn that
remote rawipn, Miss CoPELAND played a variety of cha-
racters ; amongst which, Young Norval and Capt. Mac-
fieath were the, most conspicuous. She was, also, if our
memories do not fail, fowsome time at the Cobourg ;: but
whether, in our dreaming recollections, we are confound-
ing Mr. Davidge’s establishment with the Surrey, we are
not sure 5 gad are, “at this present writing,”’ too indo-
lent, most courtecus reader, to look over our immense
files of play-hills,

Our’heroiné is now at Dublin, and returns to the mo=
tropolic at the opening of Vauxhall Gardens, where she
ant Mr. Fitzwilliam are ¢ 1gaged,¥

Comparisons are, it is said, odious ; yet, by a com-
parative view alonc, can any criticism convey to_the
reader an idea of the style and powers of any performer.
We can only comprehend that which we do not know, by
a reference to something liket which we do, Mrs. Frrz.-
WILLIAM's {alent is of the same order as that of Miss Kelly
#0d Miss Booth ; and they are all gomewhat in the school
of Mrs. Jordan, yet they are all digsimilar ; and not one
of them can be called an imitatrix of the great original,
Mrs. Jordan delighted us with self-development—she
gave us the exuberance of her own nature—her smiles
and her tears were genuine—they came warm from her
heart—she felt, aad commaunicated her feeling, She did
many things ill—many things wrongly, with seference to
the character she personated—because she could not
wolly depart from herself., Since her day, Mrs. Mar-
dyn alone has given a glimpse of the girlish galety, the
bounding spirit, that she possessed—but this was all Mrs,
Mardyn did. Funny Kelly shows us mnch of Mrs, Jor-
dan’s simple, unaffected pathos ; but she wants fulness in
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her mirth, to compensatgus for the loss of the British
Thalia, There {s a thinness in the merrimenrt of some
persons—and we feel it %ith our favourite Kelly. All
was jollity with Mrs, Jordan—and you were forced to be
happwy with her. Seme of this spirit bas our heroine—she
carries vou inscusbly wanh her, &

 Miss Booth we have always cﬂnaidnrecfus an artificial
actress s but, speaking of effects, and pot of -causes, she
is in reality a good one ; anddmay stand a compurison, in
Some paris, with our heroine, or even wiith Miss Kelly.
The latter lady would play Mary, (Innkeeper’s Daugh-
fer, ) Annetie, ( Maid and Muogpie, ) Pheche, ighfiller’s Maid)
and Cicely Homespun, better than Miss Booth ; but she
could not play Young Pickle half sg well; and, we
think, would be inferies, too, in Prisci&a Tomloy. Now,
Mrs. FrezwiLLiam cannot pJay the first-named paris with
Miss Bellys; or (& 1atter eith Miss Booth; but she will
be more delightful than either of themgin all of those
characters,

It has been objected to the three actresses we are now
speaking of, that they cannot play the fine lady. Of
course they cannot—nefther could Mrs. Jordan. To play
the fine lady, is to he incapable of njaying the various
characters in which these three tafies shine; for M oue
woman could dooth,

A diurnal critic speaks thus, of one of Mrs. FiTzwiL-
Liam’s performances :—< Miss COPELAND has been so
often commended for the genuine spirit of frank, simple,
and confiding affectidh of her rustic heroines, that it 1
only an offence of tautology to prtise her. The part of
Cicely Homespun is, however, a wonderfully fine vehicle
for the current of such a humour. 'The auathor seems to
have had little in view, beyond soothing the gelf-gpmpla-
cency of human nature, by presenting a set of accidents
and characters best suited ta his indirect flattery. Miss
CorELAND has no difficulty in he® way—she has only to
deliver the dialogue, and she becomgs an enamoured,
lovgly, and inexpert practitioner of the most liberal vir-
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the farnace of experience
up the wild and luxuriant_i | g i
- passion. She defines her character witha justand becuti- =
- ful determiutiqn, awakening momentary doubts of her Wy
8uccess, and satﬁfying them without satiety of expression.’”? = -
- Now, these remarks, if applied to Miss Kelly’s exee
7 cution of the same part, wa.ld, od'all hands, be admitted
. as just; yet are their performances strikingly different, - .
On viewing Miss Kelly, you feel, perhaps more intensely,
g_rief for the situation in which she is placed ; But you
0 not feel an}'fhing individually towards herself, - With
- our heroine, it is precisely the reverse—you seem to
. _apply all your pTty personally te_ Mrs. Frrzwinnran— _

+ Mrs, Fryzwirriam decks it with flowers, and renders it

~ still more dear o us. Miss Kelly thinks muck, more

- ’.'ﬂeeeply——they both feel alike.  We havye no hesitation in

| saying, that where both the ladies répresent a victim of s £

- attempted seduction, Yas in Cicely or Aedeline,) the indig-

5 nation of the spectator is aroused muchgnore powerfully

- on behalf of Mrs. Frrzwirniawm, than of her taleateg .

“+ rival, We never saw Miss Kelly play Madge Wildfire,

~ but we know how she would Play it. How intense—how ' * .

~ tender, she would be! We cap Picture her dying look s
at George Robertson—_ye can diear the dying cadence of | |
“her sigh over her infany’s grave—but the look would

* have mnore reproach in it than the soft _fadil_lg glance of
- our héroine—the tone, '

. would not be one of more

ol
- .

& .:_.:f,g i

__pister 'and Suett, remwrks, that they were the last 'per ' Fﬁ
. formers with whom the public seemed to hold a personal e
{ i oes, she awakens it.
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We never heard a pure criticism upen her exertions. She
had always, by some happy pdwer, gained too much on
the mind of the.spectator, for &0 analytical review of her
powers. Nor is this any sexual fascination; for the
effect is the same upon the male and female visitors of
our theagres. As Knight received the name of every-
 body’s favearite, Mre, FiTzwiLLiam may jest y claim
“that of everybody’s darling,
"~ Such a combination of the broadest hummwur, and the
most touching pathos, as she repré®ents, is indeed as rare
- 85 delightful. Bbe is fitted, by Nature, for those chil-
dren of Nature that Colman has heen so bappy in de-
picting. Let her not soar higher. Plumes aff@ trained
dresses are not for her. She should be for ever mmid
cowslips, in all the simplicity of rural life-g-that is her
world. The drawing-roomsis an undiscovered country,
where she should never obtrude. Let hot any réader,
who has not yet beheld her, gatier from this that she is
vulgar. Nature isnever vulgar, Butshe hus .one of the
refinements or the artifice. of fashion. 'Thank Heaven
- for it !
It is the gut_',r of biographers to point out the faults, as
well as the excellences, of ®he subjects of their stric-
tures. We pause for thought-—but onr Jecollectionsy
afford us nothing for .ensure. There is, it is true, a
.guaintness in her voicgs—bnt is not even this too delight-
ful te be deemed a failing ?
Mrs, FiTzwIrLiay, as a singer, has many qualifica-
tions. Her voice, though peither extensive or powerful,
s of a peculiarly sweet toné, and her intonation perfect,
Of the versatility of her talent, her A ctrfss of all Work,
in which the author (Oxberry) allowed her to excel all
‘competitors, is a sufficient proof; but it is not in these
- things that we delight to behold her, She, who can s&
s powerfully touch the heart, is ill employed, when only
-appealing to the imagination.
" Mrs. FrTzwirtiiam is married to a man who was long
: the favourite of the Surrey, and whose excellent quali-
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ties have procured him a host of friends. They are the
parents of two children ; and the affection which alone
instigated the marriage, hgs contilued to render their
union a happy one, ]

Blest with youth, health, competence, and public fa.
vour—happy in the affections of a husband, and in the
duties of gy mother, we know few®women who are more
fo be envied than the subject of the present memeir 3 if
our admiratien of her as an actress and a woman did not
make us rejoice, in mmon with all who behold it, as
the meed of that happiness she so amply deserves. * -

Mrs. FxyrzwiLLiam is ratber below the medium height ;
of alighgmpmplexion ; blue eyes 3 and her features pelite
buf pretty,

L



ACTORS OFF THE STAGE.
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[ THE cssay which we here present to the public, has
been handed «to us by the edito®of a contemporaneous
production, as better suited to our pages than his own.
We hesitated at publishing it, and thought of softening
soume of the writer’s expressions ;3 but when w’?ﬂeﬂected,
that we had no right to take such a liberty with the pro-
duction of a stranger, we resolved to pridt it at once.
Though tinctured with severity, it contains some strong
truths ; and is, altoggther, as #ir Robert Bramble says,
¢« as much wnlike flattery as &nything we ever heard in
our lives.””  Although we give it a place in our pages,
we beg to be distinctly understood as not identifying our-

- 'ves with the opinions expressed in it, particularly a
ards Mgs. Davison. | |

-

Amidst all the ¢ humbug®’’ served up to the feasts of
the Londoners, the humbug of dramatic biography is the
greatest. Read Gilliland, and you really wonder how
it hath come to pass, that these dramatic saints have not
“been canonized ; for every actor is diipatched from his

pages with an culogium that would grace a Howard.
Then, for their birth—they are all born of ¢ respectable
parents’’—well educated, &ec. &c.—when you, frien

¥EENXEE¥ and all the world, know, that the greatdst
portion of our dramatic performers are unable to state
who their parents were ; and, as to education, three-
. lenths of them have only caught roadside learning, Now,
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there is n_nt’ring criminal in bastardy or ignerance, nor in
the wish of the possessors of these misfortunes to conceal
them ; but there #s somethink dirty, grovelling, time-serv.
g, and unworthy, in persugs, calling themselves iiterary
men, lending their talents to the promulgation of lies,
that they know to be lies, 1t js Wrong, as it regards the
puplic agd the players—i puffs up the latter iflo false
consequence—it deludes the former 3o their estimates, and
often in their dealings. A gentleman will be a gentle-
man, theugh he vends matches—and a player may be a
gentleman, thoeugh he eNacts in 8 barn—biit you capnot
make him one, by barely putting him into a theatre-
royal.  Amongst all the men that the cockneys are taught
to think selemen, Jet us sco how many might pass mus-
ter for such (on the showing of mauner only)in a drawing.
reom. Charips Kemble }— Yes, Young ~——Macready ?
~—Yes—alowing stiffiess to fss for dignity, and provin-
cial habit for philosophic st neglectg Jones—Cooper 7-—
No. Ouoe is as geatec] a®a Hnen-draper, and t’ether as
pert as an apprentice, Mathews you would swear to,
as a well-dressed mountebank—Harley, as a waiter—
Fawcett and Dowton only want pipes, to make them par.
lour pictures for a public-hguse—Walack weniq do, if
he did not speak—Wrench aid Browne are decent fel
laws : Lut the'firgd is a blood, and the second a fop—.
Farren and Liston have™horh been dsed to company ; but
Farren reminds usof a servant who, by long wailing, has
attained some insight into the habits of his superiors s and
Liston looks like a man afraid to move, lest his movew
ments should commit him-—Mynden never tried eéven to
be genteel, and feeds like 4 postboy—Terry seems frosh
from the counter-2 Eljistoh from the dancing-schuol—.hut
the latter is decidedly a good after-dinner copy of the
thing required—Kean can assume the gentleman, hut
1®re is no counting upon him for a moment-—10 dream of
guch beings as Rayner, Keeley, Wilkinson, and the other
fry, entering the list at all, is ridiculous, T¢is too true,
that there are uot Lalf g dozen amongs| the members of
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the three theatres, that any honestly-spoken man counld
say were ** gentlemen,”” looking at that term inerely with
reference to their external behaviour—their < gutward
show.”  As {0 ¢ the inward egrace,’’ a little intercourse
‘serves {o convince every one, that actors have not even a
superficial knowledge upon the commonest subjects : and
this is it (o be wondered at, when it is refleciad what
lives most of them have led—going forth, 1ik® gypsies, to
find homes and bread. Even John Kemble sometimes
showed that he had been in the sawdust 3 and when he
did driuk, drank like a beast-——DBoaden has forgotten that
- ais idel fought at < 'volgar fistycuffs,”” in Bow-street,
opposite the theatre, with Phillimore, an u derling—
Kean breaks out in the same way, but oftener y and the
difference was this: Kemble was a man of colder tempe-
rament, and infinitely more prudence—witht Kean did
weekly, the other did septennially; but, still, the prin-
ciple was the sawme; gbreakingmfortk of their early ha-
bits, through the assumptions of fheir station—Macready’s
beggar-on-horseback.style tells a plain tale; and every-
body knows what Listew, in liguor, is. Such grosspess
can only arise from iniercourse, and particular inter-
course, toog with the vulgar,. Elliston, who was brought
up well, was vulgarised by the Galindos, &c., at Swan-
sca, and thereabouis, one quarter of & century since @
and, when pot-valiant, deals forih the result of his friend=
ships at the Surrey, (sawdust agaw!l) in the genuine
town slang—Incledon picked up his biackguardism at
sea—-50 did Pearmang; yet, he is a spice of a pretiy-
spoken fellow, now. And, pot to speak on the sabject of
morality, does not the mop-and-broom_particularity of
Miss Chester—ihe silliness of Paton—the courtezan ree
finement of Mrs. Chaiterley—the horse-freedom of Mrs.
Davison—the house-maid-ishness of Kelly—the coars

(though delightful) gaiety of the unequalled Jordan—all
repeat the fuct—they came from the vitlgar, and 1o the
vulgar they innately appertain? Their goniility is as-
sumption, and often pretiy successful assumption, too.
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They are trades-people—venders of amugement—and
should he remunerated aceordingly, They should be re-
ceived in society as respectable men angd women—but
they should not be told, thut they are ladies and gentle-
men—which they are now told so often, that their intel-
lects (generally weak) are sp far atied upon _and ex-
cited, t:at a weaver, a sailor, and a baker’s man,* when
they have thanged the shuttle, the mast, and the basket,
for the boards, believe they have changed with a came-
lion power to a thing «f different shade ; and, under this
influenza, run into these expenses that have brenght .
three of our actors into the Gazette, under false pre.
tences, in three montbe, and have caused fall half of the
others t6%ake the benefit of the Insolvent Aet, .

Y ERITAS.

PERFORMANCES OF FrHE FRESENT DAY.

I ———
Ne. 1.
(i —
__ -« S
IT is by no means our intention to furnish regular erit}-
cisms on the exhibitions at our theatres—firstly, because
our space does not permit it; and, secoudly, becanse onr
leisure would be too much_irvaded, if we gave it the
attention it deserves. We intend ocecasionally to glanee at
the efforts of the moment, and do what the diurnal critics
will not, speak fruly and impa riially. -

u MaTHEws has proceeded with all his usnal talent, but

. ]

* Thf—lﬂﬂ o s ﬂl“ e o s o 1 L .
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not all his usual success,—for which many reasons may he
assigned : the proximity of Mr. YaTes, who takes half
price, and the inferiority of his present cntertainment, are
amengst the oumber. “ 7%& Theatrical Gallery” is an
ineffective apology for-a Monopolylogue., The likenesses
are not eeteemed, for nine-teaths of the auditoxs knew
uot the originals; and %t unfortunately happe that the
imitation most likely to be recognised, is MATHEWS's
worst. This invalidates all his pigtures—for those who
hear him mimic KeMBLE badly, will not take for granted
his siriking resemblances of SIJE'IT,:ngG, and Cookg,

YATES'S entertainment is worse as a composilen ; but
his imitations are of living performers, and he gives good
cericatures, that are instantly recognised. #%e bustle of
his mono-drame, tuo, carriesthe house with him ; and the
mindless many are deliyisted by thf manual celerity of his
changes, in which he excels all his competitors. (Qu what
principle this entertainment has been suffered by the pious
- George Colman during passion-week, we know not;—the
playing a comgedy or tragedy 1zcruld incur a forfeiture of
licence, and this performance, which is of a more trifling
tendency, ard of a broader nature,gs pertnitted nightly.,
-~ MATHEwS’S sense of propriety urged him to close his
doors, but we can scarcely blame Yates for pursuing an
opposite course; the closing our theatres at this period is
a relic of catholicism perfectly absurd and uncalled for ;
and we trust to see the time when some thougands of
beings will uot -be deprived for a week of their means of
subsistence, from the observance of a silly custom,/an
osientatious display of religion, productive of ne beneficial
result, but of much real migghicf. |

We caunot avoid noticing the wretched style in which
The Siave has been produced at Druary-lane theatre,
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L
Mr. CooPER was tame and cold, though noisy, in Gambia,

marring all the seutiment, of the character by his - tedious
preciseness. Mr. HoopEr reduced the dashing Matihew
tnﬁtfm'y melancholy pictare of a scheming spendthrift.
Mr. ARCHER made us regret ABoT, who played Linden-
berg admirably; GATTIE was as tiresome as hecgenerally
is: and -Mr. Epwin ygrowled throngh Sem, without
creating one solitary smile, LIsTON seemed infected by
the dulness around hipi, and BRAHAM was in bad voice.
HorN acteg better than he sang; and Miss STEPHENS was
the one star amid the darkness, brightening wherever she
came.  oriticism is thrown away upon such an actor as
CoopER—Tfor he is a mere creature of habit, aud past
mending; wut let him not, when he is ‘next trusted with
Gampia, walk up the stage, n the last scene, with his arm
round Zelinda’s waist. Poor How scemed petrified at the
grossness of the impropriety, and had no resource but to
rurn and kiss the child. Watrack should have been put
in the place of CoorER, and he in that of ARCHER.
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MEMOIR
e OF .., .
 SAMUEL VALE,
f af ti’i& ﬂiyﬂipie, Circus, and Juta‘,!:r's HWelie _Tfamtrﬂ. )

:- [ ! * .
. “ The dashing little squire, s
The very merry, natty, little, dashing, spiashing equire.”

-

*¢ A MAN born to be h;ng'ed,”?éyﬁ an old adage, ¢ will
never be drowned 37 and he whom Nature has slubbered
for an actor, will never setile 1o any more steady pursuit
in life, At the corner of Bonverie Street, Fleet Street,
where Carlisle now vends various publicaiions of a pecu-
liar charactw, ooce Hourisheg a toy and perfumery shop,
over which, in golden letters, the name of & VaLg" ap-
peared. This was the father of our hero. The house i
question I8 remarkable, not perhaps for being the birth-
place of the subject of the present memeir, but inasmuch
a3 it s{ands in three streets and in iwo parishes ; and is
the only donus so singnlarly situated in the metropolis,
Master SamvuEL epened his pair of blue eyes, for the first
time, on the 8d Qctober, 1797, and, to prevent calcula-
tion, as Mathews says, is thirty come Michaelmas. His
childhood passed happily s for, as his father dealt in rat-
tles and toys, SamueL did not lack those prime ingre-,
dients of infant felicity. He did not, like Mozart or
other pracocious individ®als, display any extraordinary
talents in the cradle 5 but, very early in life, his powerful
squalls gave evidence that Nature had provided him with

New Sepins, Vo, I8, ) D
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lungs ﬂf*;} ordinary capacity; and this, perhaps, may
be construed into a tacit kjut, that, as she mukes nothing
in vain, she intended bl for a profession where their
power might be usefully wxerted. Master SAMUEL was
seént at an early age to scheol, and finished his education
as a private scholar at Christ Church; that is o say, he
‘Was a gentleman blue-coat-hoy. JLhe Christma% of 1811
closed ou®hero’s studies; and, after the gastronomical
dities of the season had been duly performed, Master
SaMUEL was placed Jehind the counter of his father,
Perhaps, a toyshop, of all others, is the worst place for a
boy of sanguine temperament; for, every thing around
bim is frigplous, and there is nothing to arrest his atten-
tion—h®has nothing to learn beyond the price of the va-
rious articles, Frowm mere nothing-to-doishness, Master
SamueL hefhn to read dramas, and, ultimaiely, (o think
of enaciing them. When K®an first hurst upon the town,
and when all London wW4s on theegui vive for a sight of
the: pew wonder, Mr, Vale took his son SaMuEL to
Drury ; they pressed through the dense crowd that choked
Vinegar Yard aud Russell Court, and Saumy’s imagina-
tion was not a little excited by the eagerness of the mul.
titude. e saw the mighig magician of the stage-—was
instantly and incurably bitten with the dramatic pho-
Ybia, for which no certain remedy has ever been disco-
vered. The eventful night that sealed our hero’s future
fate, was the one that settled Kean’s; for it was his first -
appearance in the crooked-backed tyrant, Mr, Vale, -
8en., who was an enthusiastic admirer of the tragedian,
saw him in most of his characters, and invariably took -
SaMUEL with him—little dreaming, good easy man, that .
his son was nightly drinking deeper of the fatal infection,
Master SAMGEL VALE now began to study the drama -3
.And, among other characiers, read that of Young Norvalj
with which he became enraptured. He resolved 10 imi--
tate the hero he admired—and, as Douglas took with him

** A chosen servant to divect his steps,”

"
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80 he, Master SamuzL, did take a chosén ser.‘wa,.ﬁi to direct
his. But Norvals steps were to the ficld of war.
fare—our hero’s, to the field of love. Young Namy, it
should appear, chose g High];;nd_laddie-; whilst young
VALE, with a less dignified taste, selected a ruddy cook-
maid., Bnt his choice, it appeared, wag a wiser ofne
for Norval's domestic ¢ forsook his master,’” whilst our
kero’s attendant remaided attached to him,

“ Painful the facts, alas,
Truth urges us historians to relate—*

The young lady was in a situation likely to render Mr,
‘Vale, sen. a grandfather, rather sooner than that worthy
citizen could have hoped to have become 504 Now,
Master Sam had but a slender reliance upon the philo-
s0phy of hLis father, when he made this discovery ;. there-
fore, in the anticipation of this fncrease of the Vales, he
went over the hills and fur away & with no more of the
ceremonials of dr:p-:au*l;ure"':,l than Ihz?packing-up of his linen -
in & blue and white pocket handkerchief, and making a
farewell atiack of no ordinary nature upon the larder.,
SAMUEL VALE said, in the language of Wilford, which
he was then sfudying—:<< This house is no house for mMeue
fly, 1 will—I am reselved—Mi¢ whither 3’ 1In g siate
of glorious uncertainty, he reached the Elephant and
Castle—he stood there, ruminating—pondering, with his
small bundle in his hand., There he was, at the Elephant,
without a trunk, when the Leatherhead coach came up.
Though'the pame of the town was rather ominous, he
mounted the dickey, and, heaying a classical sigh, ejacy.
- fated his own nomen as an adieu, as the dome of Si.
Panl’s faded from his sight. S
At Leatberhead he found a smalj company, under the
superintendance, for we cannot call it management, of a
Mr.Harrison, a gentleman happily unknewn fo fame,
He introduced himself as a Mr. Dornton—perhaps having
It memory the resemblance he bore in circumstances to
the hero of The Road to Ruin-—inasmuch as he was the

*
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cause of agony, if not injury, to a doting father. The
sqi disant Dornton was noy conve yved to the theatre, which
wag, in a stable, - This was peculiarly unpleasant to our
hero. He had quitted Lomdon, leaving one friend in the
straw., and now he found a dozen new ones in i, How-
ever, he had no choice, and was foreed to join them. He
was cast Realize, in The Will—(what a part fr the firat
appearante of a boy of sevenfeen ! ! }»—and he did enact
~-how, we shail not pretend to défine—but such was the
effect he produced ygon the aforesaid Mr. Harrison, that
he gave our hero five shillings to leave him the next
morning. In Realize, our hero peither pealized their ex-
pectati or his own, and he began to think less san-
~guinely-of his new line of life. | |
‘Having thus terminated his first engagement, Master
Samuer stfirted off, by what is emphatically though i-
elegantly termed, ** Shanks®s nag,”’ to Worthing. Hear-
rived there, with his figances tgpering to a close. Two
expedients now presented themselves—either to part with
ihe contents of his blue and white pocket-handkerchiefor
kis watch.* Cleanliness carried it against the chronicler
of time ; and, as ke declares, he scold his hanter, and
bought some trotters for sgoper. Finding mo> company at
Worthing, ke proceeded to Arundel, where he introduced
himself to Mr. Thornton, The facetious warm-hearted
manager had no vacancy for poor BAMvkL, but he sent
him to Gosport, where he had another company, under the
command of a Mr, Nicholson, OY went Master VALE, via
Portsmoutlk. Now, Portsmouth, as our readers know, is
famed for jolly tars,willing !asses.and good grog—our hero
_entered this marine tow with fifteen shillings, the poor re~
. mains of his time-keeper’s worth, in his pockei—he insti-
tuted an inquiry, of a fine showy lass, as to his route to
. Gosport ; byt a pair of black eyes, and a set of teeth that

———

* §o green was our ﬁem, that he s0ld a handsdme bunting-
watch, value at least twelve guineas, for twenty shillings, and
thought he had made a gooed bargain, too - .
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made snow seem sallow, knoecked Gosport and the com-
pany outof our hero’s head-,he was fairly captiveted,
and yielded to the frigate that took him in tow. She was
decked in all the gaiély pecuriar to a seaport—he struek
to her colours, and became purser for the day—-but, alas!
‘ere evening came, his locker was emptied; and, like a
“ ship in distress, she cyt hgr cable; and left her boy. It
was now time to think of Gosport—to gain wiich he had
to cross the ferry, He entered the passage-boat—Dbut,
alas! had not a penny left io seftle the demand of the
boatmen.  The law of thumb is much in vogue with gen-
tlemen of this :ﬁ:scnptmn 3 and, finding our hero unable
to satisfy their demand, they were about to takg it out in
fun, and duck him for his impudence, when an hhest far,
‘who 'was his fellow-passenger, hauled nut his purse, and
paid the ferry fee. »

Penniless, and in no enviahle frame of mind, Mr. VALE
-waited on Mr, Nicholswa. He fifund him in strange. dis-
order—for his leading tragedian had been arrested at
short notice, and the theatre was minus a hero. Mr.
" ¥VALE had no time for reflection, but was sent on at an
hour’s notice, for a long partin The Fisherman of Bagdad.
There is ar*old rule in theggricals, that no actor shail
speak what he does not know. This rule Mr. VALE was
scruopulous in not infringing ; and, though the scene waa~
onte in which he had-to relate the whole story of the play,
he remained mﬂenhly silent.  Mr. Ward, some few
 seasons since at- the Ha}'markﬂ.} was his partoer in the
scene 3 and, after making two or three speeches, he éx-
claimed ¢ Let us retire to awr inner apartment, and T will
hear what you’ve to relate’*—a%id thus got sur hero off.

Thornton arrived the next morning; and, theungh the
report was most unfavourable, he engaged our hero, an
~put him on a salary of fifteen shitlings per week., - Thisw
. was in the summer of 1815,

As the appellation of Dornton had not proved a fortu-

- najge one, and as he feared his stable debii! might meet

mention, he re-christened himself, and was advertised as
DS
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Mr. Brown, at Gosport. Here, in the first month, Mrs
Edwin came as a star ; agd our hero plnyed,.jfﬂnm!bﬂn,r
in The Honeymoon, to her Julicne; and, though he had
nothing to do with the gret creature, her presence was
nearly the death of him. K
On the 20th September, Mr. VALE was to perform .
Count. Virolet, ( Mountaincers,) gnd  Charles, *¢ Vitlage
Lumysr,)—g-the curtain drew up~-and discoveredghimself
and Ward, ( Kibnallock,) leaning on their spades. One
of the seven audilogg in the pit was the ihen worthy
‘owner of the house at the corner of Bouverie Street. No
sooner did onr liero perceive his father’s face, thaun he
dropped tpe spade from bis hands, on the' head of the un-
fortunats fiddler, (one of three,) and decamped. Mr
Vale, sen., however, met lim in the passage, and insisted
on his returhing and playing the parts for which he was
adveviised. After which he supped with his indulgent
parent : a meal,by the b%z, for whéchhe own’d a present
appetite.”” The next morning, our hero bade adieu to the
drama for a while, and took a scat on the exterior of the
London coach.
" Master SAMUEL was once more restored to the com-
forts of his own circle 3 ang, as the advertisements have
it, his past miscenduct was forgiven. He was placed in
€4 situation—but the smothered firé burst into a flame—
he reveaied the state of his mind-—and DMr. Vale, sen.,
with excellent good sense, consented at once to his em-
bracing the profession-—furnished him with money—sand
he went to the manager’s provider, Sims, at the Harp,and
obtained an engagement jn the company of a Mr. Henry,
then astonishing tbe natf¥es at Minehead, in Somerset- -
shive 5 the population of which is, we believe, only eleven
hundred ; therefore, it may be presumed, the scheme was
enotl a successful one ; and, us we learn Ly Crosby’s Ga-
zetieer, that ¢ the herrings have left the coast,”’ we fear,
the gentlemen and ladies of Mr, Henry’s party fared but
poorly. At Minehead, Mr. VaLe did the juvenils trés
gedy—TYoung Norval, &c. The average shares wers
EIGHNTEEN-PENCE PER wEER 111 and they generally dis-
ot
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obliged to doudle, to porform some pieces ; for & specimen
of which, we' copy one wf the hills. Our readers will
remember that Vincent was, at this period, our hero’s
appellation, v
’ Mu, DUFF FISHER -

Hus the honyur of announcing to the Gentry, and Inha-'
hitunts in general of TorQuay, end its Environs, that he
ixtends opening g THEATRE, - '

FOR A FEW NIGHTS ONLY. o
And as [ from the frst establishment nf the Drama) the
wisest Legislators have uniformly considered the Stage ““ g
Fehicle for PATRIOTISM and LOYALTY,'Y and ** School of
MORALITY and DECORUM,” Aatters himself that & Union of
CTALweT and NOVELTY,” with the above, may tend lg en-
ltven the SOMBRE JFinter Season, and be deemed worthy
their Patrogage and Support. - |
" NEW THEATRE, TORQUAY,
* On Wednesday Evening, February 5, 1817,
UL e performed OLMAN's Javourite Comedy o

JOHN BULL: ‘
CO0r, AN ENGLISHM AN'S FIRE-SIDE,
- Peregrine, Mr. FORRESTER, |
8ir Simon Rochdale and John Burr, Mr. CoMERFORD,
Hon, Tor Shufleton~and Dan, Mr. VINCENT, -
Frank Lochdale, Mrs.CoOMERFOR D, Servant, Master FIsggr, -
| Dennis Brulgruddery, Mr. Du¥r FisHER, -
And Job Thornberry, Mr, CLIFFORD.
Mary Thornberry, Mrs. CLIFFORD,
. iady Caroline, Miss FISHER,
And Mre. Brolgruddery, Mrs. FISHER.

- A HORNPIPE, B¥% MASTER FISHER, -
- Towhich will B added a Farce, called '

_ THE REVIEW; .
- Or, JACK OF ALIL TRADES
Caleb Quotem, (Jack of all Trades,) Mr. CLirroRD,
Captain Beauguard, Mr, VINCENT, |
Johi Lump, Mr, Durr Fisuer, |
Deputy Buil, Mr. CoMFRFORD, Dubhbs, Master FisHuER,

' And Looney M“T'wolter, Mr. FORRESTER, -

Lucy, Miss Fisuer, Mavtha, Mrs. COMERFORD,

| And Grace Gaylove, Mrs. CLIFFoRp,
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From this company an unfortunate aflair of the heart
obliged him io fly, and he retuyped to London: but, as
soon as the fair Dido had departed from the vicinity,
our hero resolved to rejoin bis #ormer companions ; but,
to fill up his leisure time, he weat to Peckham, where
Cobhams was then leading the business, and where Brad-
* ley, Mre. Cobham, and Miss Price, were also playing.
The nexé month, August 1817, our hero rejﬁined his
Torquay companions at Totness, where Walluck was
starring. - : - S

From thence Mr. VArLe went (0 some other towns, and
we lost sight of Sur friend Vincent, alias Brown, alias
Dornton, and began to think he hag taken a negv name,
when suddenly we found him st Nbrwich, 5purtﬁg his
real name, and playigg all the light low comedy. Here
he opened, we believe, in Jan, 1819, as Ua.retﬂs, in
- The School for Scandal, with the song of—Here’s fo. the
Maiden. | S . B

During Mr. VALE’s sojourn at Norwich, Messrs. Ellar
‘and Paulo were engaged to treat the natives with an
- barlequinade, «nd, as they had no Pantaloon in their train,
Mr, VALE was solicited to undertake the character.
Anxious to ldarn how to do euerything that is done on
the stage, and to show his zeal for his employer, he
readily undertook the office. Commenced the rehearsal
- with all his euergies'uivakened—hegged the pantomimic
heroes not to mind bow they knocked him abouot, as ke
was not afraid of being hurt, Paulo was in ecstacy, to
find a Pantaloon that would, to use his own words, “ go
along.” The nightarrrived ; andgo it they went. VaALE's
~ first feat was tearing off his disgvise, with such violence,
as {o leave him nearly as | - / -

* Naked as his mother bore him.”

Ellar, however, shufled bim off the wing, and he was

soon sewn into the Pantoloon’s dress again, and com-.

menced tumbling with avidity ; in ten mjnutes, Mr. YaLre

felt himyelf bruised from head.to foof, Tt nexi became
| ' D 5
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gecessary to turn him into a wheelbarrow, and wheel him
off the stage. This is ¢ffected by driving a rollingapin
into the middle of a wooden cheese, the Pantaloon hold-
ing each end of the pin, with his face towards the ground,
whilst the Clown tgkes hold of his ancles, and thus wheels
him off. Peor VALE, not knowing it was necessary to
Keep his arms -stiff, and o# the full stretch, limd all the
skin rubded off his nose 3 havmg travelled, on that promi-
nent feature, from one end of the stage to 1he other.

Nutwnhstandmg these, and many other disasters, SAm’s
courage never forsook him ; ; and the pantomime made a.
decided hit, -and was announced fo1”repetition on the
following &vemng

Th&fext morning Mr. VaLE could scarcely I:I‘ILWI 3 ha,
however, managed to get as far as the lodgings of the
pantomim® people, and was ushered inte a room, where
he saw Mr. Ellar sitting benind the skeleions of some five-
and-twenty eggs. Hwe was ma i courteously saluted by
"the celebrated Palchy, with, * Well, how do you find
yourself this morning '’ To which he replied, ¢ I have
merely called to say, I can’t play the Pantaloon to-night.”’
Eller requested he would see Mr. Paulo on the subject,
which he accordingly did; and P,, like sa old soldier,
plyed the pantomimic recruit with cherry brandy, until he
‘¢ Jaoked upon his scars as wounds of honour,”” and con-
tinyed his pantaloonship during the run. But as the cur-
- tain fell, onr the last night it was performed, ‘¢ He vowed
eternal hatred to these pantomimes. He has kept his
oath—he will keep it !1*

*This oath, be 1t understmd haﬂ merely reference to the
personification of the aged lover, and not to ihe other
personages of pantomime ; for, we find Mr. YALE subsex
quently the stock Harlequin with Crisp. - As he obtained
a liitle comfort in the profession, he increased exceed-
ingly in bulk ; and the traps that had been cut expressly
for him, and which suited his slimmer proportions on en-
tering the company, were found excessively incenve-
nient, shortly afterwards. Of this, a disagreeable proof
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was adduced. Our hero was taking what is technically
texmed’ the lion’s leap, and wdich the uninitiated will
understand to he going head-foremost through a trap
cutin a scene. As far as his head was concerned, Mr,
VaLE accomplished his design well enough; but a very
slight knowledge of anatomy tells us, that there was
something of more pondarous formation to follow, Dread-
~ fu} to relate, this portion of our hero’s animal economy
hing suspended to view, until the Pantaloon and Clown
Tdn on, and absolutely forced him thesegh. The tasteless
auditors testified their disapprobation of this feat of dex.-
terity ; and, on VaLE’s re-appearance, hissed, He in-
staptly came forward, and, puotdng up his- mad!-- said,
¢ Tadies and Gentlemen,—Don’t you like my Harlegquin ?
- =~ Cries of No! no!}~Then I won’t offengd yeu any
more.””  And he religiously Kept his werd, The panio-
‘miwe was finished without its moticy hero, which Mr,
VALE has never since thdight of Msuming. |

In the course of his Norwich engagement, he was lent
i0 Mr. Crisp, at Cheltenham, and performed the light
comedy. for a short period, | )

- Our hero remnined in the Norwich circuit about two

years, during® which ttme, Hke Capt. Ramblaton, he re-
fapsed into" his former irregular habits, and was by no
means a pattern of pudency or sobriety,

Leaving Norwich, he joined Mr. Crisp’s flying com-
pany, as low comedian——the fag of which may be guessed
by the mention of the fact, that going to Cheltenham,
Worcester, Ludlow, and other iowns, Mr, VALE has
travelled - 400 miles per weel, and played each night,
Miss- Ellen Blanchard, now Mrs. Hamblin, and Mrs,
Pope, of Astley’s, were at that time in the company—

and at Gloncester, their places were supplied by Mrs. -

and Miss Jarman, the latter lady now making so power-
ful an tmpression at Covent-garden ; and Mr. Flemington,

now travelling as a ventriloquisi, was second low come- .

dian. Whilst at Gloucesier, Col. Berkeley gave a
tpleadid supper to the performers, on the stage — the

L

)
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Marquis of Worcester in the chair—the whole party
were in the highest glee,%nd protracted their stay till six
in the morning, and camgat 10 o’clock again to rehearse.

‘When Capt. Barlow and Mr. G. W, Reeve opened
the Olympic theatre, (Oct. 1820, Mr, Vale, sen. exert-
ed his interest on behalf of his son, who wgs accord-
ingly engpged, through the instrementality of Mr. Blan-
chard, of Covent-garden theatre, we believe, for three
years, for the walking gentlemen. Our hero opened as
* Buckingham, in RoMester. When The High Road to Mar-
riege was produced, (O xberry, the stage-manager, recom-
mended our hero for Spruce—he played the part, and
sang g a parody on Moore's Legacy, and received a
nightly encore. Through his father’s connexions he
made a grgat benefit, and, at the close of the season, re-
tired to the provinces. |

At Cheltenhamn, he played Hawthorn, to the Rosefia of
Miss M. Tree, but in t#is town ®is most successful effort
was in Nicholas Twill { Teo Late for Dinner ).

At the re-opening of the Olympic, Oct. 1821, our hero
appeared as Logic, of which he was the firs{ represen-
tative.—The Adelphi piece not being produced until a
fortnight afterwards. e *

From the closing of the Olympic, just previous to
Passion Week, our hero went directly to Sadler’s Wells,
where he opened on Easter Monday—there he continved,
under the management of Egerton, till the QOlympic
opened, where, under the same banners, he continued to
perform, ' | -

Whilst at the Wells, in the energy of acting, as he was
riding Dusty Bob’s donkey, he broke the small hone of
his leg ; this accident confined our hero for upwards of
six weeks. On the seventh week, he came to the théatre to
rehearse-—and Egerton, as he shook him by the hand,
gave him his full salary for the whole period of his ab.
sence j—conduoct like this does not need an eulogium, it
i3 its own, During the first week of our hero’s illness,
whilst his name wos in the bills for Logic, Charles Kem-
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ble and another gentleman from Covent-garden, came to

See Egerton’s stud, which werg named as n promising set
- —the engageément of Keeley was the consequence of
. this visit ; and it has been ma®er of considerable chagrin
- to our hero, that a performer of little experience was
performing Logic, and that al} his deficiencies mtst have
~ been visited on poor VALE'whead, his name appearing in
the week’s bhill. . .. ’
. Mr. VALE went from the Olympic to the Surrey,
where, and at the Wells, he is supposed to have sung
The good old days of Adam and Eve, at least 500 times—
He is now once-more at his old guariers, B |
~ Mr. VALE’s style offacting is more remarkable for eage
than any other quality; those who may be in#ined to
doubt his capabilities for the leading parts in low co-
médy, shoald remember that he has not hafl an oppor-
tunity of display as vet in e metropolis. Minor thea-
{res engender a carelegs tone cfacting; and what Mr,
YALg is, and what he might have been, are two distinct
things: The broadest of hroad farces are the characa
teristics of such places as the Wells and the Surrey—and
fun, not humour, the thing sought afier and appiauded ;
the most judicious actor wily be betrayed into extrava-
gance, where he knows that alone will please, for it re.
quires no small share of philosophy to surrender applause,
when ihe means of obtaining it are within sur reacl, Mr.
YaLe's Logic we consider the besi that has been seen in
London, and only second to Mr, J. Russell, who bas done
it to the life in Dublin and elsewhere, Mr. VALE never
forgot that Logic is 2 gendeman—Mr. Wilkinson and
others seemed scurcely ever to have remembered it.
‘Mr., VaLg’s Jerry was also a sound performance, and in
the rural scenes a delightful one. That it was not so . the
subsequent ones was uot the fault of the actor, but of the
sitations intp which he is put by the author. B
Dicky Scragg, isi the parody on The Moid and the Mup-
pie, is a character that VaLg has made decidedly his -
owr-—it is a living picture from Newgate-market, We
have seen fifty such buteher boys; he walks about as if
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the steel belonged to him,and as ihbugh he had been sent
into this world only to cry 4 what d’ye buy ?’’ and to love
Deolly. The insolencé—the peculiar insolence that but-
chers betray, and that seems {6 spring from their eternal
connexion with that inspirer of physical courage, beef—
he hits to the life ; and his vulgar indignation, mixed as it
18 with slang feeling, in the trial %cene, is too good for
the piece ¥ his acting of this, part is faultless, but the
mischief is, that the part is not worth acting at all.

His Maity Marvelloys is also a good perfnrmance. am:'l
his Spiderlimb an amusing one.

But, not to pursue Mr. VALE thmugh & round of chi
Facters. we may say that his stylcis light and pleasing;
not the Yess s0, hecause it seldom varies. Like Harley, we
always recognise the man, whatever he may assume 3 for,
in fact, the acting of bhoth of these performers amuunt to
this: —it is Mr. Harley and"Mr. YALE making themselves
agreeable in public, rarfer than {1y direct assnmption of
character. VALE's Scragg, and Harley 8 Popeling, are
e:.cepnnns to this general remark. M. VALE in his
sphere is as great a favourite, and ‘deservedly so, as Mr,
Harleysi '
wotld either of them succsed in the room f the other,
is doubtful ; but, at all events, we conceive Mr, VarLe
“ would have as great a chance at Drury, as Harley would
at the Surrey,—even though the one might have to en-
" enunter prejadice, whilst the other would come w1th arn
esiablished ¢ name to his back.” '

Mr. VALE is, we are informed, married {o an actress

named Johnstope, He is about five feet six inches in
height, stoutly made, brown hair, and blue eyes, His
countenance is handsome and expressive, and is thought
to have some resemblance to Kean’s; his figure is well
- preportioned, but inclines to mrpulencv.
Mr. VALE sings pleasingly s his voice is a ienor of
some compass, but of limited power ; his ear appears to
be. good, and, in his most difficolt vocal attempts, if he
does not delight, IIE never nﬂ'endﬁ.

r
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"PIOGRAPHY OF PROVINCIAL ACTORS.
————
No. 1.

MR.MONTAGUESOF THE BATH THEATRE,
. Wz present to our readers a sketch of Mr. MoNTAGUE,
not in consequence of his provinci®l notoriety, but of his
‘sterling talent. ..

Mr. MoNTAGUE waa born in the year 1795, at King-
slon= npon-Thames, wherehis father way a land®sgrveyor.
It was intended to bring up the subject of our present
sketch in the same profession, but a compaig of players
being in the town, he was 52 enchanted at witnessing a
representation of Daug.!as, that Je rashly determimed to
.quit & lucrative profession for®one, more alluring than
profifable io the great majority of its followers. His--
trionic fame, with ail its concomitanis, flitted across his
fevered fancy, and so completely *¢ dazzled his eye, and -
_bewildercd _his brain,”’ that, at the age of eighicen, he
*“ left ‘his father’s house,”’ ﬂ*ll‘i made *¢ his first appear-
ance on any stage,” at Andover, under Mr. Thornton’s_
managemertt, in ihe character of Juba, in the tragedy nf
Calo. He continued with this company several months,
playing what is technically terwed juvenile tragedy, -
&c. &e. Whilst here, he took unto himself a wife, a
Miss Hetiling, whose father was a well-known surgeon
for many years in Bath. His next engagement was with
Mr. Eldred, at Harwich, where he supporied every line
of first-rate characters, -whe'ther in tragedy, comédy, or
farce. He accompanied this gentleman threugh the prin-
cipal towns of Norfolk, Suffolk, apd Eswsex. He way
then engaged by Messrs. Maxfield and Kelly, and per-
formed the principal parts in tragedy and comcdy at
Southampton, Winchester; and Portsmouth, At the close
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of the Poftsmouth season, an engagement at the Fasg
London theaire appeared, to offer a fair promise of his
~ attaining some portion of that celebrity which every
yeung actor calculates uppn attaining, Mr. MoNTAGUE
made his first bow to a London audience in the character
of Macdyff, Mr. Rae playing Machefh. His business at
this theatre comprised every variety of character, em-
bracing first tragedy, light comed¥, and melo-drame,
At one peried of his existence, Mr. MONTAGUE was go
far reduced in-finances, as to accept an engagement from
Richardson, celebrawed for his exhibitions at fairs,  We
mention this with no invidions feeling. Mr. MonTAGUR
was respectable even there ; his conduet was a pattern
to the —ove fortunate members of the sock. Poverty
cannot be really degrading, and the brightest star on the
stage, was Mr. MoNTAGUE’s predecessor jn the company.
John Kemble travellcd with & molmtchank, and our
" hero need not blush at the recollection of his itinerantcy,
~ Wenext find Mr, MoNsaGuE nt%he West London Thea
tre, and then at Margats ; from thence he went to Bris-
tol, where his utility was manifested in every line of the
+drama.  After Samuel Johnson’s secession from the
theaire, he succeeded to the light comedy ; Ljs efforts in
that line attracied the notife of the Bath manager, and
ke was accordingly engaged ; he had at first to-com- |

“bat with the provincial press, but having become a fa-
vourite with the ratives, he is now lauded by the very
scribblers who before condemned him., | |
~ Last summer he was enguged as light comedian at |
Birmingham, where, we believe, he returns this year, -
He had an offer of the sitfation @, Penson now holds

at Covent-garden, but declined it, | W
- Mr. MoNTAGUE was one of the hest general actors on
the stage, hut his devotion to a particular Hne, in which
‘e followed the advice of his friends, has destroyed the 5
effect of his serious efforts, Joneg has been his model,
huthe is by no means a servile tmitalor; and, thoughin.
ferior to that actor in the vivacity and bustle of Rovér, .
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Rapid, &c., he is far beforg him in the sentimental
touches that we find interspersed in these “characiers.
Eccentric comedy is Mr, Mexraaus’s forte, he shouid
© mot soar to Belcour, or Daoricourt ; in Fluller, aron Wil-
bfinghurst, &c., he will scarcely be excellod s—less ele-
gant than Jones, he is not so foppish ; and though as mer-
ciirial as Harley, he i®not so vulgar. In his &ne, he is a
betier actér than Frederic Vining, whom he has snecesd-
ei in Bath, We have said that his effurts in comedy
‘have injured bLis tragedy, this is Pculiarly observable
tow m his Maceduff, &c., where tones, sacred to Thalia,
greet our ears most strangely.
It happens, fortunately for Mr. MontacuE, 18t he is
but seldom called on to aftempt those characters, and he
. would consnlt his own interest by declining $hem in tolo.
Amongst the many parts that Mr. MoNTAGUE used to
excel in, sailors were pre.eminent, and his Tom Coffin,
whick he performed at Bilimingh!m, proved that his ta-
lent in this line has not deteriorated, |
Mr. Mowracue is about five feet eight in height 3 pos-
sessed of a “* gond caudle-light coantenance,”’ and hiy
figure is excellent. His voice is melodious and power-
~ fol; and the” litde he hag to .sing, he executes without
giving offence ; his MeMOIry is-very tenacious, and he is
wedded to his art, In privace Iife, his habits are tHase of
a gentleman. Mrs. Montague performs occasionally,
~ but in characters of no importance. They have a family
of five or six children. |

PERFORMANCES OF THE PRESENT DAY,

rep et
No. IT. o
o T ——— .
LiTep as we necessarily are in space, we can only
afford a glance at the various novelties. Covent-garden
.2ad Drury have each produced Easter pieces.” The
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former house carries it hollow in scenery, machinery, and
show ; whilst Drury excels its rival in the interest and
acting of the piece. Gil Lius comes upon us as an oid
acquajotance ; and; though he walks out at Drory very
unlike the picture ig our mind’s eye, still we must wel-
come him. WarLack plays delighifully—Miss PincorT
is very preity, but she is not Donntt Mensia, Has PricE
ever read the novel? A piece, chlled Fast and Shw,
has been brought out, and taken ‘in -again, at this houge.
We are sorry for the Tatter occurrence, as far as regards
BrowNE, who was the Atlas of this silly affair, I Miss
FooTE has, we nre told, atiracted tolerabie houses. to sce
her fairare in Piolante, Lady Teasle, &e. &c. " We can
allow her to-play the fool for four nights, and shall not
visit her préesampiion with severity 3 but we hope, for her
own sake, she will not repeat the experiment.

The Cobourg has a ncw melo-dramatic romantic piece,
from the pen of Mr. H-e%'neu_ ; /it struck ns as superior to
the general run of thesé productions, but the performers
‘bungled the last scene most miserably, One or two ap-
peared to us to be under the influence of something
stronger than dramatic ardour; or did they imagine that
_an Easter audience deserved no attention 7.

Sadler's Wells has opened with an efficient company ;—
though HuckLE, we are sorry to say, has thrown-up ‘his .
engagement. WiLliams and VALE are ihe ¢ great guns’’’
here. =~ . - .

That delectably conducted theatre, the Surrey, has re-
opened, with the entertaining play of George Barnweil;
most of the company would become a barn well, but they
cut sorry figures near the metropolis. n
*_The Pavilion at Whitechapel has, we hear, also opened,
but we have not yet recéived any advices from that dis-
tant region.: YsTEs has had some bad houses (hints) at
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MEMOIR
MRS, WAYLETT,

(Qf the Theatres Royal Drury Lane, Haymarikef, §¢.) .

.

1 n;ig;ht be art, hut ¥ from all have heard
Nature did envie her, her everie word. Martow.

As fair in form, as warm yet pure fu heart,
Love's image upon earth, witheut bs wing.
' L{}EJEI.H‘EIIDH.

. - -

TaE récords of a thejirical liig# are, generally speak-
ing, replete with such a combination of circumstance,
that it is a matter of no trifling difficulty to analyse them
sufficiently, to enable the reader to form a just estimate
of the individnal’s character, to which they refer., The
aunals of the.stage have furnighed us with so much mi-
sery, danger, distress, and ruin, with but some occasional
glimpses of happiness and*solid gratification, that, in
every Memoir we undertnke, we are fearful ithe balance
will operate powerfully agaist the purposes and best
interests of the drama, in the picture it must give of its
professors. .

In the present instance, however, we are under obli-
gations to the stage of no ordinary description, unaccom-
panied with any of those painful feelings we have touched
npen, for an intreduction (o one of the pretticst ladies
and actresses who, at this preseat writing, preside over
its hoards. ‘o - |

Mrs. WavyreTrT is the only danghter of Mr. Cooke, a
highly-respectable upholsterer, in the city of Bath, where
she  was born on the 7ih of February, 1800. The parenis

4' - . ’ E .o
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of ihis talented ]ady'nr‘iﬁinaﬂj intended that her educa.
tion should be exclusivdly directed to the attainment of
those qualifications and accomplishments which would fit
her for the modern drawing-room; and she was consea
quently placed, at a proper age, in one of the principal
seminaries in ber native city, where she assiduously en.
tered upon an initiation into rgost of the branches of
female stﬁd}r,in which she iz now considered a proficient,
It was not, however, long before they found out that the
tendency of her migd, and at least one Jeculiar quality
of her natore, was decidedly dramatic. Mrs. Waviery
very early gave proof of her possessing as sweet a voice,
as Na#ma ever gifted a person with; and it rarely hapa
pens that a possessor feels disposed to throw aWhy snclk
a gift, when it is once clearly de veloped. Mr. and Mrs.
Cooke having no desire to thwart the ambition of their
daughter, which Legan to®exhibit itself fuite as power-
fully as her musical 8ilities, determined to afford her -
every opportunity of heightening the one, and improving
the other ; and, as soon as it was deemed advisable to re-
move her from school, Miss CoorE was placed under the
tuition of Mr. John Loder, the eminent violinist of Bath,

Her father having articled his davghter o Mr. Loder,
this gentleman, by the repeated solicitations of his fair
pupil, and with the consent of her parenis, at last ob.
tained an appearance for her on the Bath stage, merely
by way of experiment, in order that her friends might at
once know her chances of future success, Miss Cookg's
debut took place on the 16th of March, 1818, in the cha.
racter of Efving, in the Blind Boy; the result of which
proved that the actress had not mistaken her own abilities,
and that nature had created them of no common descrip.
tion, The lady’s success induced the managers of the
Bath theatre to gi e her a permanent engagement for a
term of years, and she - accordingly regularly enlisted
under theatrical banners, the beginning of the season
1816-1817, at the Bath and Bristol theatres, re-appears.
ing at the former, and appearing at the latter, in the
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same charaler in which her debut had been so fortunﬂle._
Repeated performances convindtd the management that

they had, in Miss CooxE, a ?al;:ahle acquisition to their

- Company, and she consequently"was brought forward on

every possible occasion; but the character she rendered
80 very prominent, and which obtained for her the highest
order of popularity, wag Madge, in the opera of Love ix
¢ Fillage, a performance which, in her hands, is not sar-

~ passed by any exhibition on tlhe slage. The talents and

Increasing favour of our heroine, ¢htained for her am -
engagement at the Brighton theatre, during the sum-
mer nonths, where she had considerable practice; and
thus, between Bath, Bristol, ang Brighton, Mis; (OKE
continued to perform with increased good fortune, ymti’
the middle of the year 1818, when she wasg pized with
a violent indisposition, which had nearly terminated her
life, ¢ ® .
For full eight months, his ladygtas in the most deli.
cate sfate of health, und of course quile unable to attend
to any theatrjcal avocations but by the best medical aggiste
ance, and constant cars, she fortunately recovered ; and
change of air being deemed advisable, Miss CookE, ac-
companied by, her mother, acegpted of a short engage-

.ment at Coventry, where, in the spring of I819, she

Appeared with complete success, To this visit may,
however, be attributed whatever degree of discomfiture

- Miss Cooxk has had to experience in her short dramatjc

.-,

career. ¢ Marriages are made in heaven !’” the old pro-
verb says; but the experience of almost every day cone.
vinces us that, wherever made, they are at least some-
times very badly made. The beauty, vivacity, and great
talents of the lady of whom we treat, brought at her
shrine, while in Coventry, myriads of admirers4 and it
has heen said that, in two instances, Miss CookE might
have been united to rapk and afinence; bhut such #5
sometimes the Perversily of fate, that we frequently. fol-

low the very dictates, which we know must lead to our

disadvantage, By perseverance, empty threats, and
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-

conlinued persecuniion, }:iisa CooKE was prﬂvaﬂad on io
give her hand to a Mr)>Waylet(, a member of the dra-
maiic company in Luvenlry, while she refused several

handsome offers from guarters of undoubted respecta-

bility, and substance ; but destiny must not be arraigned,

and Mrs, WAYLETT is not the only gifted lady, who has
unfortunately been wedded to ong, the reverse of all she
is so distinguished for, -

From Coventry BMir, and Mrs, W.ﬁYLETT were engaged,
in July, 818, nt Rérmingham, where a knowledge of the
lady’s musical abilities was generally prevalegt,, and
where. she appeared in her celebrated character of
Madge. . Throughout the season Mrs. WAYLETT became
a permanent favourite, and at its fermination accepiled
a short engagement at ** Leicester town,”” where good for-
tune equally followed her. The ahilities of Mr, Waylett
not being of any great extent, and certaiuly not calcu-

lated to further the Y%jnterest generally excited by his .

wife's appearance, the gentleman did not consequently
form any conspicuovus feature, wherever Mrs, WavYLETT
was engaged, From Leicester Mrs, WAYLETT went to
Dover, for 2 short time § of which theatre a Mrs, Taylor,
the aunt of Mr. Waylett;ywas manageress, and here she
was the sole feature and atiraciion. nf the place. Atthe
termination of the season at Dever, she was to have re-
turned to Birmingham ; but the rebuilding of that theatre
not being then complete, she went, for the summer of
1820, t» Leamington, and from thence entered into a
very lucrative engagement, for three years, with the ma-
nagers of the Adelpbi. .Her appearance at this- theatre
- was in Qctober, 1520, and she at once bocame a perfect
treasure to Messrs. Rodwell and Jones, playing a great
variety of business, and in- every character giving uni-
versal satisfaclion,. - .

. - Maving entered into a permanen—t engagement for the
- winger, Mr, and Mrs. WavwrrT concluded one for the
summer at Birmingham, where she had been so great a
favourito; but in s treaty Mr, Waylett stipulated fur

—

f
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the leading situation as tragedizn, ﬂﬂbJE{‘:t to a trml

The attempt was injadicious, £3F his lady’s popularity
was such as amply to provide fyr both; and it very sel-
dom happens that husband and wife can equally support
g first-rate sitaation. The consequence was, that Mr.
Waylett totally failed, and resigned &is proportion of the
engagement. Some time after this, the ill-freaiment
which Mrs. WaAvLETT had long experienced at her hus-
band’s hands (revived, or rather increased by his own
ill-succegs),wmught her mind to the determination of
being separated; and we believe it has ever been w
matter of astoni¥hment, not that she parted then, but that
she did oot part long before. A more unsuitable match
never was agitated or solemnized; for to the beauty,
abilities, and fascinating manners of the lady, were op-
posed all that is reverse in the gentleman. They sepa-~
rated in the September of the year 1821.

Immediately on this, #Mrs, WagLerT performed fnr 2
few nights at Leicester,and then returped to her engage-
ment at the Adelphi, where she continued until the ter-
mination of its season, at the Raster of 1822, In this
manner, between the Adelphi and Birmingham, did our
fair heroine devote her talent® until the end of the sym-
mer of 1824 : when, tempted by the offer of a very hand-
some salary from Mr. Elliston, she made her appearance
at Drury-lane theatre. The peculiar gituation in which
- Mrs. WaAYLETT was placed, by the separation from her
“hushand, added to that malice and envy which superior
talents and popularity always excite, drew uwpon her not
merely the scrutiny, but the calumny of some; and, in
. the Birmingham season of 1828, an atiempt was made,
in ithe most disgraceful manmer, fo depreciate her,cha-
racter in public opinion. A theatrical pamphletf was
there published, the object of which was rendered too
apparent, to have the desired effect ; for he ot only at-
tacked her private character by gross insinuations, but

. denied her any particle of ability. . The latter, however

she might rogret it, Mrs, WayLETT could not prevent—
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the former she could, %d did. She instantly procpeded
against the publisher, and obtained the following contrite
apology from the partiesi -

o the Lditor of A ris’s Birmingham Gazelfe.

Str,—As the solicitor of Mrs, WavLerr, T shall feel
obliged by the insertion of the f6llowing letter, which I
consider necessary to Iay before the public, as a refuta-
tion of the calumnies which have appeared respecting
that lady,in The Bi¥mingham Reporter. Mrs. W AYLETT s
only object being to protect her charactpr, and that obe
Ject having been thus attained, and being also desirous
to spa e the feelings of the Editor’s connexions, ghe hag
kindly consented to wave all further proceedings.

. I am, Sir,
. Your obedient servant, _
. ¢, o Wwu ELKINGTON.

Temple-sirect, Sept. 26, 1828,

To Mrs. Waylett.
> _

MADpAM,~—1n consequence of the notice of an action
at law, with which your solicitor has served me, as the
. publisher of a work entitled The Birmingham Reporter,
I take the liberty, both on the behalf of the Proprietors
and myself, to observe to you, that the work has been®
given up; and, in reference Yo those numbers in which
you very justly complain of the improper mention of
your name, and of some calumnies on your reputation,
1 am requested to disavow any malicious intention on
their parts—to state fully their conviction of the injus-
tice done you, and to express their regret that by an im-
proper mode of criticism, and by admitting into their
columns unexamined communications from Correspon-
denis, they have been the means of injuring you, and
wounding your feelings, they take (his opportunity,
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through me (to which 1 beg !ﬂa:}m aubscnhe), nf most

rospectfuily asking your pardo . :
Y am, Mndam, - -
Your md5t obedient sewant, -

._ Cuas. Buckrox,
~ High-street, Birmingham, Sopt. 20, 1823.

- . -
- In addition to this, the parties implicated %ent Mra.
- WAYLETY £50 for a ticket, in case her benefit might
suffer by the sc urrﬂity* But that was not the case ;—for
she had on this occadion partic ularly, one of the greatest
. houses ever in the Birmingham theatre ; and her reception,
after the ahuse which had been so wantonly and undeserv-
edly heaped upon her, was one of perfect enthusiasff, The
best proof which can be adduced of the total failure of
this attempt to inj ure an unprotected and amishle woman,
.18 to be found in the fact of b¥r having received, during
this and the subsequentseason gf 1824, very handsnme
offers from Sheflield, York, Liverpool, Newcasile, and
other towns; and, in addition to this, she sang at the
Leamington, Wolverhampton, and many private concerts
of the nobliity and gentry of the surrounding country.
Mrs. WAYLETT appeared gf Drury-lane in her estab-
lished character of Madge, and in the few paris she sub-
secquently played, bid fair to rise high in the faveur of
the town; but at this critical moment her evil genius
. rose up, and for the time being obstructed her prospects.
M. Waylett, who had, about a year befere, carried off a
young woman, thinking 1t s well to have ¢ two strings to
his bow,”’ put in a claim on the . Drury-lane treasury, for
.our hereine’s salary, which she properly resisted; and
the law being on the husband’s side, she left London, by
the recommendation of her managers, and sfarted for
Newark upon Trent, where My, Wayleit was perform-
ing; and in an interview with’ that person, in the pre-
sence of his companion and child, Mre. WAvLETTY de-
manded and obtained a release, on his part, from all
' ¢laims on her income, It is but _common jastice, how-
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ever, fo say, that, eve® since, the fair subject of our
narrative has constantly supplied -Mr. Waylett with
funds. *. o |

On the return of Mrs. WavLETT {0 London, she was
doomed to meet a still more remarkable disappniptmeptﬂ
the singularity  of which may be better felt than de.
scribed. The ex-bashaw of Drusy-lane, Mr. R, W. El-
liston, who had recommended this lady to go and claim
het release, and which led to her journey (o Newark, »
apprised her, on hor return, that she had broken her
engagement, and she accordingly -Jeft the theaire.
Comment on this wounld be superfivous.. Finding her-
self thus shamefully thrown out of employment for
the time, Mrs. WaYLETT adopted a most comaeiidable.
instance of economy, that does the highest honour to her
nature. Shc left the handsome apartments she had in
Tavistock-street, and too¥ one very small room for her-
gelf and servant, at 8_trifling weekly rent, where she
continued some time, until she finally concluded a treaty
then in agitation, between her and the proprietors of the
Haymarkét theatre 3 and, immediately on its conclusion,
she visited her family at Bath, previous to the come-
mencement of that seaso:, in April, 1825, Yt is still
further to be remarked, to the infinite credit of this mis-
represented lady, that, during the period she was in this
obscure residence, temptations and offers of the first
magnitede were held out, to prevail on her' to verify the
calumnies that had at one time been raised againsi her;
but no consideration could alter her conduct :—and ‘we
may therefore conscientiously aver, that her prihciple -
onthis point is almost without precedent, ' "

Mre. WAyrerr duly appeared at the Haymarket, with
the same degree of favour which has/aiways attended .
her performances; and, on the termination of the sefson
of 1825, she accepted a temporary engagement at the
Olympic, and then went to Lynn, in Norfolk, for six

weeks, retarning to London for the Maymarket season
of 1826, _ )

e,
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In the November of last year, this lady accepted a
short engagement at Dublin, where she opened in the
character of Phwbe, in Paul #*ry, which part was origi-
~nally written for her by the author of that piece, and
which she good-naturedly, bdt absurdly, resigned to an-
other lady, who refused to act the character allotted to
her. Mra, WAvLETT's success in Dublin has hardly a
pﬂlﬂ.llE], and her benefit-was never cqualled by any
hoase in that theatre EICEpl on the night of lis Majesty’s
.. visit. TFrom D‘ublm, Mrs. WavYLETT returnied, fur a few
weeks, to enjoy the great favour Ehﬂ is held in at Lynn ;
and,is now fulfilling her engagement with the managers
of the Haymarket, where she has only to be more seen,
to be 50 much the more admired.

‘"We have endeavoured to compress, in as ‘Warrow a
cnmpass as possible, these particulars of Mrs, WAY-
LETT's theatrical movements, and now od#vote a brief
Bpace to speak gf her, in a®more general point of view..
Her requisites for the stage sonsist of a ramarkably
sweet voice, and probably more science in mausic lhanh
. with one or twe exceptions, any lady befure the public;
her acting is extremely vivacious, and there is a naivelé
~ in her manner, which is gonite captivating, But we can-

‘not help thinking that Mrg. WAvYLETT’s performances
would be even more effective than they are, if she irusted
a little more to her own powers—in plainer terms, if she
_-was more confident, As a soubrefie, she may be consi-
~dered the best we have—-hecause, as an aciress, she is
equal to,and as a singer, superior to, any Iady under-
taking the same line of business. .
. In spile of the mlﬁreprmﬂntatmnﬂ to which ﬂ'llﬁ lady,
as weld as eyery other in her profession, has been subject,
no one enjoys the admiration of public, oy the esteem of
private circles, to a greater exten%than she does. It has
‘been Mrs, WAVLETT's destiny to be united to a man to-
tally unworthy of her; but the peculiarity of such a
- situation has only operated as a powerful bar against her
listening, for one moinent, to the advarces which many
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worthless coxcombs, of elevated rank, would admit they
had made her, if their @isappointed vanity would allow
them go te do. In Dubrin, Mrs, wWavLerT's conduct
was 50 exemplary, that she wag visited %y the first fami-
lies in the place; and froni a lady of the conrt there,
she was presented with a handsome diamond ornament,
in compliment to her distinguished talents ;3 an addition
to which was made by a wealthy Norfolk family, during
her recent visit to Lynn.

Mrs. WAYLETT's habits are undersiood to be extremely
domestic and retircd: and her various accomplishments
contribute to the happiness and comfort of a _circle of
friends, whe, (to usc the language of Lord Byron) ¢ va-

iue her too much, to envy her guperiority.”
a
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ON EDWARD BERRY.
Ob. 8 Jan. 1760, At. 53,

Light lie the turf—What though no breathing bust,
Of mimic marble, dignifies thy dust?

Yet filial sorrow pays the duteous tear,

And heart-warm friendship heavewa sigh sincere,
Pleased may thy shade tliese humble I‘ltEE receive,
The last sad tribute gratitude can give.

 ON MR. JOHN HIPPESLEY, COM%DIAN.
Ob. 1'w5.

When the stage heard that Deatlyhad struck her John,
Gay Comedy her sables first put nn ;

Laughter lamented that her fav’rite died ;

" And Mirth herself (tis strange !} laid down and cried;
"~ Wit droop’d his head, ’en Huwnour seem’d to mourn,
And solemnly sat pensive o’cg his urn,

ON MR. JAMES QUIN.
Oh. 1766, Ait. T8.

- That tongue, which set the table in a rbar,
And charm’d the public ear, is heard no more !
Closed are those eyes, the harbingers of wit,
Which spoke, before the tongue, what Shakespeare writ,
Cold are those hands, which, living, were stretch’d forth
At friendship’s call, to succour modest worth,
Here lies James Quin! deign, reader, to be tanght,
{ Whate’er thy strength of body, force of thought, -
In nature’s happiest mould however cast,)
. To this complexion thou must come at last.
: D). GARRICK.
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e

MRS. FAUCIT SAVILLE.

Wr have said (hat we should speak of talent wherever
we found it. Obscurity is the misfortune of genius, but the
gtars beam as brightly over the desari where they glow
unnoticed, as they do over the poopled regions of Lon-
don and Paris, where @ thousand admiring eyes attest
their brilliancy. Mrs. SaVILLE is the daughter of an
actor and actress; her maiden name was COLLIER§ of
her birth we cannot speak. She embraced the stage early
in life, as did her brothers,dnc of whom is now prompter
ai the Haymarket. She married a ‘Mr. Pitt, and under
her new name appeared at the East Loudon, when Rae
opened that unfortunate theatre ; from thence she went
to the Surrey. After the death of Mr. Prer, she engaged
at the West London Theatre, of which Saville, under
Amherst, was manager. There ghe performed under her
maiden appellation, as it was decmed advisable to have
Miss, instead of Mrs., in the bills + she thus became ac-
quainted with the gentleman whose name she now bears.
Mrs. SaviLLe has heen at our best provincial theatres,
but now confines her exertions to those of which Mr. Sa-
ville ia proprietor and manager, i, e. Margate, Ramsgate,
Sandwich, Gravesend, and Dover. The necessities of
the theatre cause her to appear in every line of the drama,
but comedy ig her forte, and in this she is rather a per-
. former of particular parts, than of a particular line. Her
Zephyrina ( Lady and the Devil }, Amelia Wildenhaim ( Lo=-
ver's Pows ), Miss Hardcastle, and Violante, we consider
now the best upon the stage; but she should not attempt
Lady Macbeth, Meg Merrilies, or Jane Shore. Her less
lofty assumptions in tragedy are successful. In Desde .
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mong we prefer her to any one, even Mrs. W, West: and

her Mrs, Haller is as good as afiy one on the London
- boards, which, by ke bye, is saying but littie ; but her
‘ appearance is against her in such characters. She is as
. petite as Mrs. Edwin, and rather stouter., Her Phwche

( Miller’s Maid } is next to Fanny Kelly’ss and her act-
g iu Madge reaily rivals Miss Kelly®s, but she cannot
sing, and thercfore she should not play the part. Mrs,
SAVILLE'S greatest merit is originaliiy 3 she does things,
right or wrong, her own way. Bhe hag, to a degree, the
Jordonian laugh; aTid her voice is peculiarly sweet and .
soothing., She is a more natural, though not so finished
20 actress as Mrs, Edwin 3 but now that lady-has with-
drawn herself, Mrs. SaviLLe should be upon the riftro-
- politanhoards, She hasa witchery of manner that, though

o part of talent, for it is unacquirabie, is mod

e delight-
~ ful than talent can pe, and is réwlly such an actress as a

+ lounger to the Tsle of Thanoct shguld visit, even as he

visiteth the recks and the sea~shore-—for she is one of the
lions of the place. '

"FREE AND EASIES, &ec.

- THE amusements of the lower orders must and do take
their tones from the taste of their siperiors, Sixty years
.+ 8in¢o, when the fashionable world patronised the drama,
" and when the Covent-garden manager actually knew by
- observation what his house could contain—spouting ¢lubig
abounded in the metropolis 3 they are extinct, vanished,
. like the race of mammoths—and if it was not for Tom
Rees and Decastro, I showld not know where to look for
living evidences of thejr former existence. The present
age has patronised St, Cecilia, and their devotions have
taken seven-leagued strides since the peace. Singing
did not do much during the war., Britons thought that
no iime for shaking ; hut peaco—the “ piping times of
'~ peace,’ made us melodists, YWhilst the few ¢ the world
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was made for,'' langgished over the out-breathings’
of Catalani, Garciu,&ﬁﬂsm, and Veluti-——the plebeians
were not idle. Mrs. Fubbs,. of (lare-market, visited
what she termed the ¢ Polony, in St. Martin’s-lane ,? and
her daughfer toriured the ¢ peany.”” To this expansion
of wusical taste do we owe the extension of Free and
Jasies ; they have existed, indecd, many years—bat
how ?—in dulness and obscurity. Tt is only lately that
they have blazed into brighiness, Lot us draw a picture
of one of these temples of Apollo.—F¥irst: a room, long
and narrow, with a contipuity of table from one.epd to
the other ¢ at the conclusions of which are two chairs, both
elevated above thelr fellows 3 in thiese chairs sit Presi-
dent™ind ¥ice, with hammers in hand: before each of
these official personages is a plate in which, whether yonu
amoke or fol, you must deposit one penny for tobacco,
The cquity of this arrangéent, 4s far as regards the non-
conformists of the Raleigh scliool, scems dubious; hut
let that pass—-ihc company are rather of a mixcd descrip-
Gion.  Some gents will run in, in their shirt-sleeves ; and,
io judge by cxternals, others come in without any shirts
at all, The smoke is as dense a&s on a battle-field,
though here the only destr-oction s of versc,‘imrter, tunes,

and tobacco. The common wind-uy of these mectings is
a mill, in the spirit of the good old custom at a Free and
Lasy of 178035 on the cards invitatory of which was In-
seribed, ¢ N.IB. Fighting allowed.?’ Thissketchisof the
lowest order of these entertainments s and if von siep on
a Mouday night to The log and Looking Glass, The Cat
and Currycomb, or The Custard and Cheese, or any of the
«« Bunches of Grapes,”” 1 Cow-Cross, Nightingale-lane, ot
Kent-street, you wiil find the brjght originais in all their
glory. ‘ " d

Second. The next grade of Free and Easies becomes
distinguished by having a plans-forte in the room, Here
you will see more coats, and less tobacco; here, too, ap-
pear a set of persous, facetiousty denominated © profes-
gional men’’——gentlemen who sing by the weck at Bag-
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nigge Welis, or less celebrated ncert-rooms, You
will discover one of these 1]&1‘51.“‘5"[:}? a certain swagger
of assumpltion, and; nrobably, by his ¢ %eing very shaun-
ty, though his hair is a little out of his hat.”’ He will have
- -8 sky-blue neckeleth, or a scarlet one, the giff of some
. damsel, who yielded to the charms of his song: he’ll be
unshaven, perhaps, but he’ll have one glove at least—
and especial care he takes, that this evidence of genti-
_lity be not lost npon the company. When he is asked to
“sing, 1he applause will be prodigious, and the whisper
and gaze soon afinounce the fame of the performer; ho
rises from his seat, and marches boldly up to the instru-
ment, shakes hands with the performer, his “ fides Acha-
tes,”” mentions the song and key, and begins,. OR his
entré, the landlord has insinuated a. glass of gin and water
into his hand-~the wages of his worth. The visitors te
these places.tare more regular®than those of Free and
Lasies, Né¢.1: who are apt, oddly enough, to thin ama-
zingly, just about the time they are (rying people at the
Old Bailey, and on Clerketrwell Green, The' CONnse=
quencc of this regularity of visitation is, that certain
“eongs become identified with certain members 3 and when
Mr. Muggs is announced, the pigniste plays the symphony
of his song, without at all consulling the vocalist. The
act of invading the property of another, (for melodies
~ become thus the private property of individuals,) is con-
- sidered little better than a musical misdemeanocar, the
- perpetrator whereof is a vocal Iatrocinist, and the ex-
pressions, *¢ That is Mr, Maggot’s song,”” may be heard
applied to Kelwin Grove, or The HWoodpecher, maugre
« Braham’s claims to their original introdnction.
Third. T'ree and Easies, where ladies are admitted,
. These places are known by a /metaphorical cognomen,
- suggested by the farm-yard ; with which I shall not sully
 my description 5 they differ in degrees of respectability,
 OF, 10 speak correcily, in degrees of dsreputability,
| Here, also, we find o musician, and someihing he calls a
 plano.  Apropos, of these musicians 3 they are of all
I
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soris and sizes, both suith reference to bodily and mental
calibre-—some are, indced, excellent performers—many
tolerable—and séme who have the pleasing peculiarity of
playing only in one kﬂ)". You may sing in F, in A, or
in B, but accompany you in C they will. The company
at different rooms of this sort also differs strangely :—The
Chequers, at Westminster ; The Rull and Butcker, in Smith-
field ; The Golden Ball, Pavilion, &c. &c., have their dif-
ferent coterics. I do not mean to individualise amic
these, or the many nameless receptacles for the same
cempany. The inhabitants (pro tempore ) of these xooms
_ are in better odour with their tailors and hatters than at

the other temples, as claret coats and white toppers tes-
tify ;%the variegated colours of their neckties, too, are
remarkable—from the morene, fastened by a giit ripg,
to the spfuce pink, Here, juvenile Benedicts bring
their wives, and they, %their babes—here, lads take
their intended’s ; and here, ladies with no matrimo-
nial intertions at all may be found. The singing ig not
uswally under the gnidance 'of a president, bat one of the
aforesaid professional gentlemen, who acts as master of
the ceremonies. Here, some good singing (especially
comic) may be heard ; tha/presence of the other sex draws
forth the powers of the vocalist ; the ladies’ songs, too,
are worth hearing, one and all ; from the married dame,
who sits and sings, and. beats her child, to keep it still,
during the symphony, to the bolder fair one, who stands
beside the musician, and emulates the tone and action of
Paion or Vestris. What effect these meetings bave on
the morals of the people, let others inguire ; what effect
they have on our drama, empty benches reply—the fact
that there are, for the first three days in each week, at
least upwards of five hundrefl nightly meetings, of the
kinds I have particularised, in London, and its immediate

vicinity, is singular—time will prove whether it be not
also alarming, W. L. R,
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PERFORMANCES OF THE PRESRNT DAY.
S ——

No. I1I.
P ——

ARGYLLE ROOMS,

A NEw adveniurer has started, in the person of Masior
GrossMiTr, of Berkshire, who is actually giving a per-
" formance of two or three hours® duration, at the Argylle
" Rooms——the child"¥5" eight years old, as it is said. We
“wad hoped that the baby mania was expiring, and that as
Crara Fisper, who is really clever, is expanding into
woemanhood, we should not be again teased wiih chillish
trebles, but they come upon us by one, by two, and by
three, There is Master Grossmrty and a Master Cooke,

- and little BUurkE, and one SeMwrooT or BroaprooT,
we forget which, and Miss SmiTH, god the infant imps at
the Rotunda, and bundreds of others, of whom happily
we know nothing, but who areexiolled by their parents,
each and every one, as being the eighth wonder of the
-world, We are aware, that whoever raises the voice of
censure against these little viewms of avarice, will be
accused of warring with infancy, and be held ag the
libeller of innocent children, rather than the exposer of
an injurious system ; but we must be content to endure
obloquy, supporied alone hy the conscicusness of not
having deserved it. Of Crara FisuEr we say, what we
sald elsewhere long ago, she is an extraordinary child,
but not a great actress, Her Power is that of mimicry,
-in a very extensive degree ; for she can not only imitate
what she sees, but can imitate upon suggestion ; and thus
realise the conception of others, Rupke is duite a dif-
ferent creature—Natare has madgde the boy humorous in
himself—all he does is droll ig the extreme—and this,
aided by a very correct car, which enables him to seize
dialects, renders him the most amusing of the prodigy
.-Species,  Master GrossmiTs 13, we believe, a clever
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child ; but he has the quickness of Crara, nor the
hymour or power of Burkzr. To put a child forward as
Pangloss, or Crack, og Burtoch Delaney, i8 absurd and
offensive enough; but to make a child attempt what
MarnEws alene has fully suceceeded in, s madness, Ty
poor infant is advertised to personate thirty-four different
characters ! and this he attempts without the power of
changing his voice, so as o deceive the worst ear. The
- Hittle creature is dragged into, and out of, nearly three
dozen dresses, agd buries his aching bead in numberless
wigs, until he appears ready to faint with fatigug——and
all to no end—for no 1iilusion is efected—ithe auditof
" neyer, for onc instant, loses sight of Master GrossMITH.
We really know not what {o say of the persons who wit-
ness this exhibition. Their approbation appears to us (o
be cruelty—they are the oppressors, whilst appearing as
the patrons of the chilf, Will any one have the hardi
hood te telt us; that ghis babe’s days are unembittered by
these representations :~—will they tell us his health is not
endangered ?=—will they avow that his future life will
~ not be overclouded by this, the over-excitement of his
" .childhocd ? 'Wec enter our protest against this perform-
ance, as destructive to#the drama, as unenieriaining to
the public, as injuriocus to the child. Those who now pa-
tronise Master GrossviTH, would do better to stibscribe
a sum to be exponded in his edueation, and let the child
Iay the ground-work for future excellence, (in the drama,
if he will,) and not waste his early hours in a fruitless,
tiresome, and afflictingsattempt to accomplish, what,
even in after years, he will find a perplexing task,

—m_mr

-

* Not content with his hetrﬂ1_1ﬂlimt1 performances, the boy
was taken to Greenwich to gxhibit, at the begiuning of this
week. Can it be kis father who employs the infant thas 7,

-



M* TERRY.

w Mk* SIMPSON.

Londen Tublshed by & Vertue, 26./vy Lane



"MEMOIR -

DANIEXL TERRY,

{ Late of é‘urent-garden, BDriery-lane, and the Haymariet, and
g wow of Lhe Adetphi. )

--*—...

A DANIEL come to judyment!
- Yea, a DANIEL t--=Merchant of Fenice.

L . +—

Concgrfing certain nruﬁ, the worthy cockneys en-
tertain a settled opinion, ghicleit is needless to argue
against,.as it is impossilda to controvert, Liston is a
first-raie eomedian, and Y dhing a fine tragic actor ; and,
to deny these matters east (aye, or even west) of Temple-
bar, is tantamount to denying the existence of St. Paul’s
cross, or Bow steeple. They re, with the many, acknow-
ledged truths, that admt not of discussion. Opinions
hastily formed, and ohstinately maintained, when Spring-
ing alike from~the indolent and the foolish, we can but
smile at; but a certain class of individoals, who have
some slight pretersions to notice, bolsfer these absurdities
by their acquiescence with the gruntings of the swinish
multitude. These gentlemen are yclept critics: but
dramatic critics of the present day are very different
creatures from those of former times: they were , our
wits, our poets, our statesmen—men of learning, rank,
and acqrirement. They are disbanded officers, who in-
flict wounds with the pen, though they never did with the
sword ;—retired linen-drapers, who have left the counter
for the press, and who, if imprisonment was honestly di~
vided, ought now toleave the press for the Counter j-=-un-

New Series, Vor. [.—5. . ¥
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employed sons of Escubwpius, who bring the principles of
their first profession into their second, and delight only in
cuiting up ;—lawyers, whgare eqoally briefless and brain-
less, who have never been called to the bar since the day
of their initiation info the sacred mysterics of law, and
who imagipe that, becxuse they are profoundly ignorant
of acts of law, they must be fitted to Judge of the laws of
acting. 7To these may be subjoined, a number of per-
sons who never had any profession at all, and who de-
gcribe themselves by the vague and indcfinite term of
«“ wentlemen,”” for which they can only adduce one .at-
tribute—that of baving nothing to do; and ilhese are
again gibdivided into betting men of ail grades—on the
turf——in the ring—at rackets—and at rouge ¢! notr-—in
short, cvery species of billiard-locust, bazard-huenter,
shuffier, and gambler. Wigsregard to the latter pursnie,
it may be said te be a pErsonal qualification ; for the
term critic, as our reaeers gknow, comes from eriticos,
and is of Greek origin. Howggerfectly consistent is it,
then, that our present race ?f‘dJ{'.l‘itiCE should be Grecks!
These critical gendemen are habituated to one tone of
remark ypon certain actors, as thoogh by cominon con-
sent. They talk of the gface of C. Kemble, even in
parts where grace would he a blemish; und all of them
laud to the skies the sound judgment and correct concep-
tion of the genileman of whom it is now our task to
speak. We have commenced his memoir with a few
remarks upun the pregent race of dramatic critics, for
reasons which will presently appear. |
'Let us now proceed to introduce Mr.TErrY it due
form to cur readers. What sav:our note-book ? ¢ Da-
wienL Terwy, aged 47, boro in Bath, of poor parents, well
educated at -the public grammar-school.” By this it
should seem, that to the year 1780 we are indebted for
our hero’s birth, We find him, when a boy, fond of the
theatre, and employing =) his sixpences {and he was a
thrifty young master) in the purchase of dramadtic gratifi-
cation. When Elliston was first upon the Bath stage,
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our hero became inoculaied withethe fover for acting ;
and it is singular enough that the part of Heartwell, in
The Prize, is stated to have begn that that compieted hjg
riin —if embracing the Stage, or loving the profession, he
rainous. We record this as a singular instance ; for the
Part does not contain a Jige or situation that is, in the
slightest degree, striking or effective,

- With the fire of the drama smouldering in his bosom,
Master TERRY was articled to Mr, Wyatt, the architect ;
and was, for the first year, employed ip drawing houses,
&c,, «Alas! he sighed, and wished (o dra w them another
way. This, though he did turn actor, he has never yet
accomplished ; for Mr, Teruy may be compared to one
of your obstinate bug steady-going saddle-horses, who
Are very good roadsters; and thus far tractagle and va-
Inable, but can never Lo hru,‘ght to ¢draw,

Our heropassed his term o™Brobation (five years) with
patience and perseverance. Ilg had acqiired a deceng
knowledge of his professic 1—but, alas! ap Hnrecomes
mended architect, withon lends or capital, stands, ag
Lony Lee would S¥> ot only no chance of salf o his
porridge, but very Jitle of porridge for his salr, [ we had
Bons,—which, thank Heaven,wio one can say of usl—we
should as readily tie stones about their necks, fling them
into gentle Thames, and expect them to swim, as o im-
mure them either in law or pbysic, or make them clergy-
men, soldiers, artists, Statuarics, or any of the ramifica-
tions of such professions, without patronage or money,
Talent, without fhe chance and power of display, ig like
the stream beneath ihe carth—its brightness and purity
avails it not—and jg remains worse than useless, withoyg
some Kind hand to rempye the strata that zbstructs it,
“ A lord without a fortupe be but a poor ishy-washy
thing, after all,” says honesi Zekiel ; and an archifect
without business, i3, perhups, as deplorable an animal,
He begins with the haopes of building, bt ends i finding
he has only been buildicg hopes; and that, instead
of creating dwellings for others, he is unable to sipport
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one for himself, Fulleef this conviction, Mr. TErRY he-
thought bim of the example of Vanbrugh, who blended
architecture and- the drgma ; and who, if we are to he-
lieve his contemporaries, was famed alike for his light
sallies and heavy buildings.* After a little dabbling in
private theatricals, in which he {of course) played some.
first-rate characters, he slipped clily to Sheflield, and -
there experimentally enacted. ,Macready, who was then
and there manager, cast him, according to ancient cus-
tom, the walking gentlemen; for our hero was a slim,
staid, and pathetic-looking young gentleman, with a
Werter-like countenance—genteel, German, and sombre,
At Sheflield, he remained a few months 3 but the line he
was Mos thrust into, did not satisfy his ambition. Young
Dudley, to 2 mapn that sighed for Belcour.—and Tressel, to
one who would fain havf' enacied Richard, were not
very agreeable substitutese e began to think again on
Mr. Wyait and architeq}ureﬁ;} and welghing his five-and-
twenty shillings in his hand, 2or thus were his weekly ser-
vices remunerated, he aga étermined {o tarn stones
into bread. ¥n 1803, therefore, we again find him at
his original profession.

A few more months of anxious endeavour and unre-
warded iadustry, at length resolved him. ° ¢ Ttis hetter,”’
thought he, *¢ to starve in a profession I do like, than to
suffer inone that 1 do not '**—S8o he closed his compasses,
and went upon the stage.

At the close of 1504, or commencement of the follow-
ing year, we find him (after some probations, of which we
have no correct detail) a member of Stephen Kemble’s
company, at Newcastle : there, also, was his sister, Mrs.
Mason, He performed a variety of business with the
stupendous manager, and remained with him uniil the

—
b

* The reader will remember the epigrammatic epitaph ﬁpﬂn
Vanbrugh :—-

“ Lie heavy on him, Earth,—for he
Laid many a keavy weight on thee.”
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antumn of 1806. A turn of fortene then conducted him
+ {0 Liverpool, where he made slow bat sure steps in public
esteem ; und where, by being content with doing little,
and doing that well, he obtained characters of greater
importance, until he ultimately became, in the manager’s
eyes, an important character, Aftability, bordering on
hamility, obtained him much; and, by seeming to ohey,
he found means almost to FovVern.
In the year 1808, or thercabouts, an attack w
upon him in The Monthly Mirror, in which
to have deluded a fair damsel, and otherwise nmiscon-
ducted~himself ; to which he made g spirited reply,
‘which we intended io Incorporate in this Memoir ; but -
the genius of mischicf, (hat occasionally visits our S dy,
has busily disarranged divers docluments, and, infer alia,
this epistle. Should we find it amid ogr maswof MSS.,
it shail have = place amid thr- Histrionic Anecdotes of
some future number, ;:"‘uf'

[* .
Contemporaneous with T gp #ar Liverpool, were Rae,

a8 made
he was stated

Tayleure, and J. Smith, M4z, Waring, (now no more,)

~and Mrs. Grove., . (‘“‘\_j
We now find Mr, Terry the hero of the Scottish stage,
where he commenced his career in the winter of 1809 ;

sncceeding Meggoit, a powerful actor, though furll of
faults, Whilst at Edinburgh, he became acquoainted with
Mr. Ballantyne, known as the printer of the Waverly
novels, and as the proprictor of a Scoftish journal, For
this same journal, our hero is said to have written the
dramatic criticisms ; and, through that medium, puifed
himself into notice. We shall allude to thiy presently ;
and now praceed to state, that My, Ballantyne introduced
- our kero 1o Sir Walter Scott, who has, on more than one
occasion, proved a warm and disinterested friend,

It was to this connexion that Mr. Terry owes his in
troduction to the metropolitan stage. He made his first
appearance in London, upon the Haymarket hoards, as
Lord Ogleby, on the 20th May, 1812. Afier his second
scason there, he was engaged at Covent-garden theatre,

¥ 3
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where e appeared in September, 1813, Ona disagree
ment as to the value of his services, and the amount of
the remuneration he expected, he quitted Covent-garden,
and joined the forces a. the rival theatre, where he re-
mained, passing his summers usually at the Haymarkei,
until October, 1825, when he, in conjunction with Yates,
opened the Adelphi, which they had purchased of Messrs.
Rodwell 5 and for the liquidation of the purchase~-money
of which, Sir Walter Scott-is understood 1o have become
security, h

Of the domestic history of Mr, TerrY, we may just
remark, that he had a Mrs. Terry, at Liverpool ; Huf who
the lady was, we know not ; and that ke was marricd to a
Miss ®lizabeth Nasmyth, daughier of Mr, Nasmyth, York
Place, Edinburgh, on %5th June, 18185,

We hav  now to consider Mr, TrrRY as he siands be-
fore the public, as an acw ; an author, and a Inanager §
and, alsu, as Re does not sl m.' BEFORE THL PUBLIC, A% a
dramatic critic, Tt is g * our readers should know,
that it has been plainly as  ted in T%e Examiner, that
Mr.TeErrY was the jacka' -ot Theuvdore Hooke, PEOYie
ding him with informatien and with criticis:as. Now, as
The Examiner is not a very obscure priut, it is not PoOsa
sible that this could bave escaped Mr, Terry’s notice 3
and we cannot find that he has dared to refute the asser-
tion. Miss C———¢vnce in our hearing, gave him a broad
hint ; for, as she was jesting about some members of the
theatre,she suddenly stopped, and spe aking to Mrs. A .
but glancing at our hero, said, “ | musl be car&ful what
I say, though, or I shall be terrified in The John Bull.”
The pun 15 the private property of Sir Walier, but its
application was here peculiarly effective. Are we to
attribute to this some cruel notices of that young lady in
The Bull2 For manhood’s sake, we trust not. |

Criticism, we admit, should be anonymous; for few
bear to hear even mild truths. And a man, whose duty
it is to tell severe ones, is justified in shielding himself
from the malice of those who take offence, instead of
counsel. Tt is of no Lnportance to the public, by
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whom a criticism is written, prm‘rid'e:]' that eriticism be
| Just and good. This is true, as regards the public ; but
| how, as it regards the critic, is there not something un-
| worthy and degrading, in a man making one of a party ,
to expose those with whom he associates—to meet, at .«
one moment, with all the-apparent fervour of friendship, . .~
ia Iirﬂ@ﬁar-actur, and then employ:that hand, that has just .~

‘grasped his, to pen acriticism uponhim ? = Notone, mar'&
. Yye, calmly pointing out his errors, and by whick« he
m!ght be benefited, but one which holds ‘him forth to
| public derision and aversion ;—for this is the character R
 of The John Bull criticisms.  If this be not a resison why

an actor should not turn critic upon #is fe , we ldve
yet another. Men in this professioniilw xe of parts
§ with reference to themselves, . w4 Yook not 2t®how the
1 part should be played, but he’\ #hey wouldt themselves _
| playit. On this principle howy * “tand unjustmust be the A
| . eriticism of an actor so limited tike as TERRY ! -
* We make these observatigs, pon the inferénce which
% we are entitled to draw frosa M.. Terry’s silence under 3
| " accusation—an accusation "in all con-
science—for it has long b eatisical circles, B
We recommend to our hero, to tern by a man he 2
professes to despise—we me o s SRR
whose cenduct he will find a 0 i

| con the fu;}uyving passage’t— - . T
| ¢ Absentem qui rodit amicum,
i non defendit, alio culpante, solutos
i captat risus hominwin, famamque dicacis

. ngere qui non visa potest ; commissa tacere = = s
- Qui negquit; hic niger est: hunc tu, Romane caveto.” . =
#

/

_ * What right'l?as a man like DANIEL TERRY to despise even
- the meanest of Heaven’s creatures ? What is his grade, either
- of intellect, attaimwent, or power, that he presumes to speak
- thus of Hazlitt, who is to him, indeed, Olympus to a mole-hill ?
| 'Let Mr. TERRY be more cautious, (as be once was.) He may
& - meet Hazlitt where he least expects it; and he must be self-
" assured, that, in a literary contest, he would appear like a
mouse struggling with a mammoth!

’ F 4
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| part of that drama; the honour of which we readily
~accord him. He has edited a kifid of illustration to a
_series of bad plates, and worse likenesses, meant as re.
Présentations of some of the actors of the present day.
. As a manager, what has Mr. TerrY done ? He has
| taken.a minor theatre, and vaunted that it should rival
& loftier domes. Well, the opening address says something
| for the poetic talent they have secured ? '

.+ % This is the night, big with the fates
Of you, TERRY, and me, Yates!” o

“Oh! pretty, pretty I’” light, vivacious, and new! go
much for poetry! The first piece failed, and then,

| stupendous effort! The Pilot was produced, Wrieten and
invented (what an invention !fitey Mr. Balls and thep

1 came Luke the Labourer, by mhﬁvckstuna-;%d Success,
by somebody else equally clev~<_Why, what a phalanx
of talent the man got together '—~Buckstone, Ball, and a
great unknown! And, then%hi;- liberality to dramatists !
" A guinea per night, every time’it is enacted! Why, it
; is prodigious! And if a_performer is.ill, and the piece
changed, what right has the author to expect his guinea
Preposterous presumption ! With three exceptions, the
pieces they have hitherto produced h
and, in -despite of that, have been __ |
[ public, Why, amid the illustrious obscure, whose genius
he has hired at a guinea a night, he has not secured the
| travelling gentleman who writes for Richardson, we know
Dot ; but we do know, that Poole, Kenny, Jameson, Qul-
"r.'tu_n, Reynolds, Lunn, nay, even Morton, might have been

induced to write for the Adelphi, :

As an actor, we regard Mr. TeErry as the least versa-

| tile upon the stage. It is not versatility to have your
came put in the bills for Dr. Pangloss and King Lear, and
Sir Edward Mortimer and Simpson. He plays them all’
| very much in the same style ; and, seriously do we say it,
when we speak of his comic old men, we aiways include
his Lear. Mr. Terry can.act Simpson—and it has no

Fb
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parallel apon the stage. 1t is chaste, humorous, natural,
almost pathetic 3 for Be blends perplexity with pathos
and, when fairly tired of laughing, you begin to pity him.
He.is also, after Mathews, the best Sir Frelful Plagiary.

Sir Oliver Surface, Sir Peter Teazle, and Sir ddam Cen-

test, he plays well, though he.is inferior to Dowton in
the first. His Green Man,like his &impsen, stands alone—

it is excellent 3 50, also, is his Mephistophiles. His Doctor

Cantwell, allowing for some grimace and vulgarity that is
out of place, is a sound performance, and sgeond baly to
the great Cantwell; his Pangloss is tolerable. And there
wasstop—for, in aught beyond this, he is intolerable.
What can induce a man, who is acknowledged on all
hands t®succeed in one line, to render himself ridiculous
by attempting two or e, we canhot conceive, He is
the drollest tragedian nflw upon the stage. His counte-
nance always bears

it is, by his attempt togmitate John Kemble. 1t has

been our misfortune in town, and in the provinces, to see

his Shylock, Richmond, Macbeth, Pierre, Lear; Othello,
Macduff, &c. &c., and we realfy have been pained to see

the being who could delight us in farce, compel us to, at

once, pity and laugh at him in a tragedy. We remem-
ber, too, his desperate attempt at Falstaff, which Ma-
thews has perpetuated in a doggrel rhyme, in his song of
Four and Twenty Actors—

« There was Munden, who made us laugh in Crack,
And TERRY, that didn’t, when he play’d Old Jack.”

.But our most serious charge against Mr. TErrY, is the

total want of originality. He is an imifator, and a close
one, too, of the late Mr. King. We assert this boldly,
and look to some of our grey-headed subscribers for a
confirmation of the fact. Our more juvenile readers are
referred to Mathews’s excellent likeness of King, in which

they will trace (of course but faintly) many of the points 'ié

of our hero’s acting.

of assumed wisdom ; and this,
in Macbeth, &c., becomes* igexpressibly droll, aided, as
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As a stage manager, Mr. TErrY is alternately over-
bearing and cringing, servile and impudent—on tle Very
ancient principle of knowing wio to kick, docs he dis-
tribute his smiles-and favours ;—wine and spirituons liguors
find favour in his sight—aud he is, occasionally, too
staunch a devotee of the bottle, to do justice to the drama,

We have done——and. Mr. TErrY, or his friend, Theo-
dore Hooke, aided by his dramatic avthors, may treat us
with a sounding philippic in T%he Jokn Bull, if he or they,
or any one of them, think fit. Wo can enly say, that if
he will refgrm his manuers as a man—alicr his stylc as a
writer of prose, and never attempt verse—if he will con-
fine himself to those things he can play, and get pgfect
(and keep so) in them, we shall be happy to record his
praises, As it is, we must tell him, that meither the
Ariendship of a truly great m!l:‘,ﬂr his connexion with so
many troly little ones, can shi’dd him from merited re-
prehension. t

Mr. TeERRrY i5 five feet cix inches in height 3 of a dark
conrplexion 3 and bald,

b ol
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HISTRIONIC ANECDOTES, &c.

+

FOOTE TURBRNED CONJUREIL,.

In November 1757, the Aristophanic humorist having
the fear of being seized by the unfecling wmyrmidons of
John Dee and Richard Roe,-thought it prudent to visit
Dublin.  Upon his arrival he got a room Jmng with
black, and, with the semblance of a light cmitted from a
dark.,lantern, he commenced fortune-teiling, which was
announced to the public by the following hand-bill :—
From Droatheim in Norway, having also visiled in his

Tour the Cities of Peterglargh, Hamburgh, Amsterdam,

and London, (from whicif-last Capital he #s just arrived,)

Ulan Smolenzco Crzern rif, the celebrated Laplander,

born within the confines of the drciic Circle,

He tells things past, prgsent, and to come, by means
of a Quobdas, Kannus, or Drum, handed down for nine
generations from his great ancestor Ulan Gorff, who, in
the reign of Swein, king of Norway, was burng, for being
a Wizard, being charged by some Missionaries with
having a F'amiliar, but was in reaiity no oiher than a Gam,
or good Genius, which is a constant attendant on the chief
sire of each tribe of the Laplanders, and most of the
aborigines, or old inhabitants of Scandinavia, and all the
regions of the North.

His life has been devoted to the study of Asirology;
and he hereby informs the Iearned, that the chief reason
of his present visit to these southern regions of the giobe,
is to have the opportunity of heholding and observing the
expected amazing Comet, or blazing Star, whose appear-
ance was predicted by him in his Ephemeris Septentrio-
nalis, published at Copenhagen and Stockholm, in 17483,
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observed in his own country, the latitude or altitude of
the Pole being there 78 degrees north, consequently the
Comet’s path being below the horizon of Lapland, that
stupendous phenomenon will be dnvisible to all the in-
habitants thereof,

He begs leave to acquaint the'public, that he hath, by
frequent converse with some Bramins, (who, by means of -
the Russian caravans from China and Tndia, have passed
from the East into Norway,) acquired all the wisdoem of
the oriental Magi or Gymnosophists, the same as that of
the ancient Soothsayers, modern Rosyerusians, or follow-
ers of Peter Lully, the «irst European professor of the
Cahﬂlistica‘?and Hermetic Arts, derived originally from
the Pythagorean sect, and hath, according to the unalter-

. . -
able rule and law of the original founder, condenined
hinself to a septennial silence and cessation ¢f speech,
but vtters his responses in writing, void of all ambiguity,
and easy te becomprehended hffrthu meanest capacity.

He therefore professes and ui.2erstands all the myste~
ries of Chyromanchy, Alectromanchy, and Catoptroman-
chy, he having a magicel glass to be consulted upon
some extraordinary occasions. He can alse divine either
by Hydromanchy or Negromanchy, and is fully possessed
of the Art, called, by the Greeks, Oneiocritica, or the
Inte#pretation of Dreams : and will prove to the Virtuosi,
that he hath the true Selinites Lac Lunse, or Moon Stone,
proper for the making of Talismans, only to be found ge-
nuine near the dreadful Volcano of Mouont Hecla, in
Ivcland 3 and though he also hath in his Museum several
of the inystical knots and magical darts of his country-
men, the Samoides and Fiolanders, he sticks chiefiy to
his Drum.

From all which it is evident, (even to the literati.
themselves) that he can inform mankind whéth&r life be
happy or uubappy ; suits ai law, who shall overcome ; if
the party is to be rich, and how wealth may lawfully be
obtained, He answers to all questions relating to love, gal-
lantry, and marriage, as what manner of person wvue shall
he courted by, and be married unto 3 whether at present,
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bachelor, maid, husband, wife, widower, or widow,
whether the party be beloved or not ; children, their num-
ber and sex; also the diseases, crosses,,accidents, or
other fortunate or unfomunate adventures and events, he,
she, or they, shall meet with, or be incident unto, with the
. means of preventing and avoiding them ; and can fore-
tel most people’s business, even before they deliver in
any questiona: all which he performs with due regard to
honour and the sirictest secrecy.

*+% He sells prolific Drops for Barrenness in Women,
the true Arcanum,by which the northeru hive hath an-
ciently poured forth its swarms over the rest gf Furope,
the use of them counteracting the inclemency of that cli-
mate, and invigorales cold and languid constitutions,
Pl'i(.é of the bgitle half-a-guinea, with camplete direc-
tions for uge. -

t 4+ He also hatha few remaining bottles of his grand
Cosmetic Wash, for ithe nvention of which, her Serene
Highness the Archduchege of Livonia presented him with
a vest of sables, and honoured him with a seal ring from
her own finger, and 500 Livonian ducats. Price of this
inestimable secret, one guinea. -

He is to be spoke with at his lodgings, at Mr. Tucker’s,
a portrait-painter, at the house with the Venetian win-
dow, in Usher’s-street, the back of Usher’s Quay, flom
the hours of seven until nine, on the evenings of Mon-.
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays only, the other
parts of his time being devoted to Astrology and the Study
of the Occult Sciences, when he will not be interrupted
On any account whatsoever,

Foote’s scheme proved uncommonly lucrative ; and,
by the folly of his visitants, at half-a-crown each, he is
supposed to have cleared £30 a day. As it was not
supposed the magician could wield his talisman long in
secret, and having relieved the present necessity, a poli-
tical death appeared the shortest method of getting rid of

tho hlanlk art arnd $he Toommom ol ab o T oo oo W
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ed world was deprived of one of its most useful orpa-
ments, by the death of the Lapland philosopher and vir-
tuoso, Ulan Smolenzco Czernznigorff, who is greatly
lamented by persons of all ranks,"sexes, and distinctions.
His dissolution, which was long since predicted by him-
self, was occasioned by an atrophy, contracted by intense
study. He was attended by several eminent physicians,
whom he discovered, by his art, te have mistaken the
state of his case, Many divines, remarkable for their
learring and piety, waited also upon him;, and exhorted
him tb make a full and ample confessidn of his misdeeds,
a5 thé'y werg persnaded that he had certainly practised the
Black Art, and dealt with the Devil, and more especially,
as he gave each of them a succinct account of their —ost
secret transactions s but he persisting, to the last, that all
his knowledge was obiained by means of the Gam or
good Genius that inhabited his, Drum, they denounced
an Anathema against him, and refused him the rites of
their function. He has given -all the products of his
gain, since his arrival in this kingdom, to charitahle uses,
and bequeathed many legacies, parlicularly his Quobdas,
or Drum, to be placed in oar Muoseum, To his trusty
and well-beloved faithful servant Peter, be has left a
great number of original letters and queries from doctors
of Wivinity, physic, and law, lords and esquires, Iadies,
widows, lawyers, kept-mistresses, politicians, courte-
zang, attorpeys, waiting-women, civil and military offi-
cers, belles, beaux, spruce-curates, and many others of
all ranks, ages, denominations, and sexes; iogether with
-several horoscopes rcady drawn for persons, who, he
understood by his Art, intended to favour him with their
company, many of which last will be sent by the said
Peter to their respective owners. The memoirs of seve-’
ral transactions that DLefel him, since his arital in this
metropolis, being a complete secret history of all the
private intrigues, anecdotes, &c, thereof, he ha'th oy
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lic may shortily expect to sce scveral curisus, useful, and
truly valuable discoveries, the benefit of which work is to
g0 also to his man Peter. It appears by & sketeh, fonand
among his papers, that%e had formed the pian of an aca-
dewmy for instructing the youth of this kingdom in the
Pythagorean Philvsophy ; and particularly in the judi
clous art of holding the tongue, which it is thought would
prove of great and singular advaritage fo several per-
sons who speak in public s and that s0 useful an (EIB{RPE -
tion wnay not be lost, it is hoped that such genilemsn ag
have the reputation of this country at heart, will 2ppoint
some place of meeting, to consider of proper ways and
means 1o carry this important design in execution.

A :
"—-—-——-——-—--____.___“F ars Pr——— S p— .
PERFOIRMANCES FF THE PRLESENT DAY.
| e

L™
No, TV,

““ RESIGNATION js the fashiou of the time ; and we are
not surprised, though grieved, at Miss Paton’s., It is
mid to have arisen from a refusal, on the part of the ma-
nagers, to admit some orders written by the lady, and
that, in ithe indignation of the noment, her husband sent
ber articles, and claimed their connterpart.

The present state of our theatres is lamentiable. Y arEs,
at the Adelphi—the managers of the Surrey, and of Sad.
ler’sWells—are losing night ys—the Coburg is barely pay-
Ing its expences—MaTerws’s and AsTLEY's arce logs I
cessful than hitherto—and the two royal theatres losing
three nights oat of six. Pricke has kept the word of pro-
mise to our ear, bat hroke it to our hope, However the
temporary excitement of KEAN’s return may crowd his
benches, let him not anticipate its coniinuation—let hirg
not lay that flatteving unction (o his soul. There are rae
dical defects in his company—he has too many people,
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and oo liftle talent. Amongst the deficiencies are the
following :

- ForTerry - - - - MrsW.BesNerT!

"For Mrs. Epwin = - Miss ELLEN TREE !
For ErristoN - - - Mr, HooPir,

For Miss STEPHEng

and - Mrs. W. GEEsIN.,
 Miss{ZrADDON .

¥Wor Miss Povey - - Miss A. TREE.
F\r KNIiGHT = - - - Mr. Epwiw,
ForMuNpEN - - .

&c. &c. &c.

Drury wants a leading light comedian—a leading cowtic
actress—and a substitute for Terrvy and Muxpex, We do
not expect their like, but we might have something en-
durable. Tt also wants, what wo presume it will now
obtain—»niss Patox. We certainly recommend the
transatlaniic maovager to try, for old men, either Wir-
Liams, { Haoymarket,) Rees, THoMpson,or ButLen, {pro-
vinces ;) or, if they do not suit him, to recal BarNEs
from America—Ilet him try CArcrA¥Y, SsLTER, VAN-
DENHOFF, J. ViNING, Mrs. SaviLLe—in short, let him
personally inspect our provincial and minor theatres, and
not depuie Mr, Hughes, Mr. Dunn, or any other persons,
whose interests, or that of their friends, might influence a
report, Let Mr. Price do this, and he may soon collect
4 company, comprising talent and novelty. His present
company, (with some splendid exceptions-eg to the former
only,) buasts of neither. Mrs, Pore, Mrs, BAKER, and
" Mrs. FrrawiLrram, are superior to most of his actresses,
Wity not wry these iadies? C, Epwarbs is a far superior
performer, in Emery’s line, to any of the recent importa-
tions, T, P, Cooke would be a valuable acquisition, if -
he conld be had; and Horrawp, though kept back by
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_We have little to record of the drama, A Mr. Wyxng,
from York, has been performing Rover, at the Sarrey,
He is a bustling, aninsated - and animating actor 3 but he
is not a light comedian—the besetting sin of the day has
infected him——he is too broad, oo vulgar, for the line he
aims at—that is, with reference to this side of the water,
We dare say, it is refined gentility in S8t. George's
Fields. | |

KEeaw, greatiy®improved in health, and considerably
renovated in pocket, (on dit, } has returned. His Eichard
was a repetition of former beauties aud former-gtitors—
destroying some -scenes, for the sake of a point, and
making others by the same manceuvre. The house was
crowded. |

'\ TO CORRESPONDENTS,

el

 We really use our Correspondents exceedingly 1t ; but we
®iave been inundated with letters, 13. H., Engar DARLING-
ToN, C. G——1, R., LEriza, C. W. B., J. Perxins, &c,
&c., have our thanks. Their wishes shall, as far as pos-
sible, be complied with, F.C.N. writes in a kindly and
sincere spirift; and we feel, on receiving his letiers, as
though they were the epistles of an oid friend. We shall be
glad to avail ourselves of his offer, and happy lo taks any
opportunity of obliging lim. His remarks, we are grieved
to admil, are foo frue. 'To all our Correspondents we say,
 SEND US FACTS, and autherity for them. Dates,bills, &ec.
. @re really serviceable. |
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OF e

:  MATILDA BAKER,

&
£ OF the Adelphi, Olymple, and Sadler*s Wellse Thealres. )

.
: =t =

How many are thera of them ?
BrvmN, zur, I counted "em mysen. ---Mnuﬂ

s — o

TrE name of VINING is idensfied with the provincial
and metropolitan stage, and our present heroine is the
only sister to five brothers in the prefession, and to one
who follows the lers romantic, though probably more pro-
fitable, business of a jeweller., All the world’s a stage—
and MATIEDA VINING became a member of the extensive
company, on the 7Tth October, 1800. Her father had
been for many years cohfidentially employed by Run-
dell and Bridges, and enjoyed at this period a very
lncrative situation. Qur heroine was born with dramatic
bhlood in her-veins, being bound in ties of consanguinity
to several Thespians ; amongst others, Mr. C. Tayior, who
i= we believe, her uncle. On the principle that John
s ced the boat, because his grandfather was a sallor, we
presume those who are of a dramatic fraternity are at-
tached to the stage; and thus-we may account for all,
save one, of our heroine’s family thrusting/their feet into
the sock and buskin. What were Miss MaTiLpA’s inci-
pient steps, we cannot say ; though, says our informant,
‘¢ ag she was very young, very pretty,and very vivacious,
it was very natnral she should embrace the stage.”” Our
first finding of Miss Vinineg is abont twelve years since,

New SERIES, You. I,—6. G
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at Newcastle~upon-Tyne,* then under the management
of our old friend, Mr, Macready; an euloginvm upon
whom will be found in‘former numbers. Mr. Macready
took, we bave been told, uncommon pains in instructing
our hergine, in what is termed the business of the stage,
and made her an actress. As far as this applies to the
technicalitie$ of the art, we do nut‘duuht the fact ; but, as
to the higher requigites, our heroine was as far abn?e]in-_ '
struction, as he was below the power of affording’ it,
MariLpa’s youth, beauty, and simplicit};, made h};.a
favourite—her acting was then so purely unsophisficated
—5%0 mere an ountbréathing of her nature——that even
whege it was wrong, it was delightful. Amid & variety
of business, the part of Cecilic Fitzharding, in Mrs. C.
Kemble’s gomedy of Smiles and Tears, fell to her loi, and
she made that character-her own., Emboldened by this
success, she ventured upon ZLittle Pickls, This was
bold effort, in a company where Mise Booth had been her
predecessor ;- but she was as successful as she was enler-
prising. o . .

Under the banners of Macklin’s proiegeé was Mr.
Charles Wilson Baker, then a promising performer, and,
moreover, a gentleman full five feet eleven, without his -
shoes, Now, it is useless, worthy purchaser, for us to
spin our brains for a novel description of that operation
that commenced with our original parents—i. e. courtship,
There is, we do believe, a fatality in these affairs. ¢ Somae
one somewhere’” says something about half-formed beings
roaming aboui the world -in search of their other half.
This appears to us np fifble: and, thence, matrimony
should properly be termed re-union ; which is self-evident,
a8, say our theological works—¢ By wedlock, the iwo
become one.”” Teo be plain, C. W. Baker foand his better

]
i~ i

* By the bye, previons to this, and when she was but a child,
we think, in 1813, she performed Zorayda, in Rick and Poor,
for the benefit of her brother, W, Vining, at Worthing or
Brizghion. |



-

MEMOIR OF MATILDA BAKER. 93

half'; and, after the usual preliminaries, he became a
perfect creature, by union with.our heroine, on the 20¢h
December, 1817, at Whitehaven,,

We soon after find the happy couple, members of Ma-
son’s company, at Glasgow, where they were retained at

- asalary of five gdineas per week ; which is considered a

handsome stipend in the provinces. From Scotland, our
heroine went to Bath; and then to Ireland ; then, again,
to the Portland-stene,city ; and, from thence, to the Hay.-
market. At the period Mrs. BAkEr came to London, the
sum::,*.ar'tgeatra was stocked with new ladies; and, in
consequence, she played but seldom, Her Priscilla Tom-
boy and Little Pickls were decided hits. She then en-
gaged at the Adelphi, where she, on one occasion, spoke
the opening address. There, from their custom of ruhning
one piece through a season, she had still fewer opportn--
pities of dispiay ; for it was her ill-fate to assume Corin-.
thian Kate, or Sue, we forget which, in that injurious
piece, Tom and Jerry. From the Adelphi, she went to
the Olympic, of which theatre her brother, William Vi-
ning, was stage manager ; and she is now at the Islington
theatre, where she has succeeded Mrs. Fitzwilliam,

We may parodize Sir Lucius O Trigger, and say, * This
is'a mighty pretty memoir, as it stands :”* but vigit not
the sin of its monotony on s, gentle subscriber : it is not
our faults, that we have no moving accident to record of
our heroine. 1t is, doubtless, & very pleasant thing for
Mr. C. W. Baker to have a pretty wife, and to find com-
bined in her all ihat constitutes domestic happiness. It
ie very delightful to have beautiful children, and to find
your wife more endeared to you by her maternal affec-
tion—it is doubly delightful to find the being, who can
please all abroad, thus devoting her soul to ygurself at
héme. But this, Mr. Baker, on which yon groand your
felicity, is matter of peculiar uneasiness to others—it is
Joy to thee, but death to us—inasmuch as Mrs. BARER is
an unasswning woman, a virtuous wife, and a fond mo-
ther, is she a bad subject for biography. Such women



94 DRAMATIC BIOGRAPHY.

are the ruin. of scribblers—and we affirm it, in sorrow,
that our present heroine, Miss Smithson, Miss Stephens,
Miss Carew, and one or two beside, have cost us infi-
nitely more trouble, than.any ‘thers of the many whose
Hﬂ:} we have attempted. -
fortanately occurs to us, that, as man and wife are
one flesh, we may eke out our Memoir with some mention
of the rest of Mra, Baken. So, come furth our common- |
place book—and now for anecdete. Of Mr, Baker's
dramatic talents we are not here about to speak; bat,
we think, the first tale we select will. prove, thit he
' has other gualifications that deserve notice. 'Whilst at
Bath, he, one moonshiny night; heard a splash in the
rivez, opposite his house; he rose, and, ** naked as he..
was,’’ as Othello aays, rushed into the water, and rescued
a fellow-creature, apparently lifeless. By bis exertions,
after a considerable perind, the unfortupate was recover=
ed, The pdrticulars will be found in the following speech,
made by the mayor, G. E. Allen, Esq., on presenting to
Mr, Baker a gold box, and seventy-five guineas ;}— |
“ Mr, Charles Baker—I am deputed, by the gentlemen
present, to communicate to you, the occasion of their
assembiing, and the reason why they have desired your
presence here. 1t is now a wonth past, since the atten-
tion of the public was atiracted by a report, that the
body of a man, who had accidentally fallen into the river,
in the middle of the night, had been taken out of the
water, and ultimately restored to life, by the meritorions
exertions of an individnal who resided in the neighbour-
hood. A minute inquiry‘hra.s instituted "into the facts of
the case, when it appgared, to the complete satiafaction
of all who interested themselves in the investigation, that
You, Bir, being alarmed at midnight, by the report of a
person having fallen into the water, instantly rase from
your bed, hastened to the spot, and, seeing the inanimate
body foating at some distance from the shore, you leapt
ia withont hesitation, and succeeded in bringing" it to
land. Your humanity did not stop here ; for, it appear-
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ed, that you assisted in carrying the body to the hospital,
and continued, for several hours, with unremitting atien-
tion, the use of the methods prescrided for redtoring it to
life, 1n this, also, your benevolent endeavours were suc.
cessful ; and it is to the intrepidity, humanity, and pers
Beverance, you displayed, that an individual has been
Testored to life and being. 'The domestic history of our
country furnishes many glorious examples of the mogt
generous disregard of personal safety, when the welfars -
of'a fellow-creature demanded the hazard 3 but my me-
MOTy $Uggests to me no instance of more meritorious ex-
ertion, when.we duly consider the time of night, the in.
clemency of the season, the dangerous character of the
river, and of the particular spot, together with the ddvs.
bérate persevering and courageous humanity which dis-
tinguished this action. It conld spring only from the
genuine feelings of a benevolent heart, urging, by its
noble and irresistible impulise, to a conduct demtanding
the highest applauee. As Humane and generous actions
are nowbhere so frequent, 50 are they nowhere so highly
appreciated as in this country, No sooner were the facts
ascertained and knoavn, than the Ladies and Gentlemen
you see around you, were anxious to testify their sense .
of your conduct, in a manner at once worthy of ‘them-
selves, and honourable and acceptable to yon., ‘This tri-
bate of their approbation* I am now to offer to yom, in
the name of all present, accompanied by our sincere
wishes, that you may long enjoy the hest blesgings of this .
life—the esteem of your fellow-citizens, and tlie appro-
bation of your own heart,”” K o "
To this Mr, Baker replied as follows :— |

“ 8ir—It is, ¥ assure you, much more difficult to B-

" VeY o you an adequate expression of my feelings o this
occasion, than it was to perform the action that has been

* On the box was inscribed—< Cgralo Balker, ob civem ex wn-

dis e:‘;.‘rptum, ac in vitam reddiium, suo periclo et virtute, 9 Jgm.
n 1B,
.63
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so’ hizhly overrated, by the very flattering manner .
which. you have been pleased to notice it. The natural
dictates of common Lumanity, when a fellow-creature’s
Iife is in danger, should be, at all times, a sufficient ex-
citement to make use of every possible exertion for its
preservation ; and ‘the consciousness of having stccess-
fully performed so sacred a duty, is, in itself, an ample
compensaiion for any risk we may encounter in its ae-
complishment. How, then, is it possible for me fo ex-
press the high sense I entertain of the distinguwished honoar
you have this day conferred on me ¥’ Accept all-I- have
to offer in return—by grateful, but imperfect thanks ;
and I beg fo assure you, that to have merited this ho-
nvurable testimony of your approbation, will ever be
considered by me as one of the brightest passages of my
life.”

We record this circumstance with pleasure. Some
surly cynics might be inclined to say, with Lydiz Lan-
guish, * Why, a Newfoundland dog would have done
the same thing:’’ and, as far as the mere immersion,
(which, enfre nous, good reader, is no joke, in the middle
of a January night,) we should scarcely have thought it
worthy of notice ; but the fact of a man exerting himseif
unremittingly for hours, in the doeubtful case of recover-
ing an apparently drowned stranger, and risking his own
health, if not his life, by remaining cold and wet all the
while, deserves the warmest praise. Of such a being, it
is but common justice to say, < This is a good man.*?

There are no class of females so liable to be scanda-
lised as actresses, Itis a common thing, even in Lon-
don, to hear fellows+bonst of the favours which they pro-
fess to have received from female performers in the
highest rank of the profession. ¢ One of this kidney,””
named Freshfield, was a constant atiendant at the New-
.castle theatre, at the time Mr, and Mrs. BAKER were
members of the company ; and Mr. Baker used frequent-
Iy, to be annoyed by the declarations of this unmanly
braggart. At length, a Pic Nic supper was propesed
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by some gentlemen of Newcastle, and the gentlemen of
the theatre were invited. Mr, Freshfield scarcely suffered
the cloth to be removed, before ke commenced his fa-
vourite topic. Baker, who longed ¢ to feed fat the an.
cient grudge he owed him,”’ threw the contents of his
giass in Mr. Freshfield’s face: blows were exchanged:
and it was ultimately agreed, that the contemptible
boaster should be expelled the room :—which sentence
was ‘instantly carried into execution. The ladies of the
theatre, on hearing of the transaction, publicly returned
thanks to Mr. Baker, for his gallant conduct. Nor can
we pass-over this matter without*>comment. Tt was the
bold and manly act pf an actor, who honoured his profes.
sion—degraded, as it is, by profligacy on the one haad,
and scandai on the other. The first step towards the ex-
altation of the drama, is the removal of the ancient pre-
-judice, that actresses are generally of light reputation.
Some of the best wives, the tenderest mothers, and, de-
cidedly, the best daughters, we have ever Known, are
actresses ; and, we hope, the example of Mr. Baker will
be followed, not only by every actor, but by every lover
of the drama. He that is heartiess enough to hoast of
favours he has received, iz a scoundrel ; but he who in-
vents « lie, to blaat the reputation of a woman, should
not only be scouted from society, but from the face of
creation—he should no longer infest its surface, afier
blighting, or striving to blight, the fairest part of it.
Whilst at Newry, the following circomstance oc-
curred ;—Mr, Baker was returning from a fishing ex-
: cursion, when a boy, who attended him, directed his mi-
- tention to a bag laying in the river, which the lad stated
must be full of eels, most likely forgotten, and left by
- some fisherman. Mr,. Baker got it out of the water, andﬂ,*
- on epening it, discovered it contained the strangled body
of a male infant. He immediately applied io ibe senes.
chal (the chief magistrate of the town)—a jury was sim-
moned-—and one of the jurors happened to be a pﬂ?-

broker, who observed, on the pillow-case with whicHihe
G 4
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little amfortunate was covered; when found,- the word
- and figures, * No. 3068,”” which he knew to be his ewn
hand-writing. On refereiice o his books, it was diseo-
== veted that the article belonged to the wife of a drummer,
- - ‘Emd in the town 5 who was, in consequence, after-
- wards tried for the murder, but acquitted, for want of
.~ evidence. : - - SRl
* At this town, Mr. and Mrs; BARKER enjoyed the patro
.~ nage of the Marquis~of Donegal, and they were: both vy
| “engaged to assist in. that nobleman’s- private theatre.
s Amongst the illustrious actors were, Lord Belfast, Sir
- Stephen May, &c. &¢. Our heroine, Miss Lacy, late of
Covent-garden, and a Mrs. Pritchard, assisted on- thesé
ocansions ; and so anxious was the noble Marquis that
the performances should go off with eclat, that it was no
uncommon thing to see him running, to fetch and carry
the various properties shat were wanting in the different
scenes ; and, on one occasion, he actually went on the
stage during the performance, and placed chairs, which
he knew were necessary to the scene. The audience re«
cognised him, and applauded loudly. This awakened his
£ lordship to a sense of the ludicrous duty which he had
| taken upon himself'; but, unlike most peers, he possessed
more geod humour than pride ; he therefore set ‘the
chairs, bowed his acknowledgments to the auditors, for . 1
their cheering reception, and retired. sty
| Mrs..BAgER’s talent is of an order that is difficult {o
5 | explain. = She ranks, of course, with comic actresses’; and
. * is’considered as a daughter of Thalia, who can yield her
p services to the other Muse, in what we may term the
tragedy of common life, or domestic sorrow. _ Such a %
description might, perhaps, not be deemed an inapt oney
yet that would apply equally, and more than equally, te §
Mrs. Fitzwilliam. Yet these ladies are as dissimilar ig
their styles, as it is possible for two women to be., We
rather think that the fact is, Mrs, Fitzwilliam is a comic
a » Who can be patlietic—Mrs. BAkEr, a pathetic
55, who can be comic. The difference is great, We N

——
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would venture any sam, that wretches who live by scrib-
bling can be supposed to posses-, that Mrs., Fitzwilifam
is, in private lifc, of a sanguine temperament—easily ex-
cited-—easily piqued—easily depressed ; and that Mrs.
Bagen is of a pensive cast—whose nature wouald ircline
her rather to dwell upon soirow, than shake it off, In-
deed, in the expression of her countenance, there is a
glance of suffering——a wistfulness in her eyes—as if the
fids were charged with unshed tears, In'short, her nature
Is not joyous; and, thereforc, though she can be a comic
actress, she is not intrinsically bne. We have seen the
Arnetlie of Mrs, W, West, Miss Kelly, and Miss Booth ;
but the loveliness and power of the first, the native geniug
of the secolid, and the dramatic tact of the third, did not
produce that impression upon us, that Mys. Bxker’s per-
formarce did. If we analyse i¢, we cannot deny that her
eflort is inferior to Miss Kelly’s; bui, in acting, we are
te judge of effects ; and in melodrames this is partieu-
larly allowable. The remark we have made on her 4n-
neite, we may also extend to her Therdse. Li is, indeed,
her Therese, 'We know no actress, but herself, who prac-
tises upon the feelings of her auditors, by a show of en-
durance. There is a meek forbearance in Mrs, BARER’s
manner—a submission to suffering—a humility that goes
directly to the heart. We do not want to inquire a
matter of right or wrong——the very willingness fo suffer,
implies innocence. 1In Annette, where she goes forth to
execution, and in Therése, where Carwin bears her away,
her expressiva is heart-rending. Her Cicely Homespun is
an exquisite performance—not rural enough, we grant—
but this is Nature’s favit, She does not give us a cor-
rect picture of the country maiden, but the beau idegl of
the character—not, in fact, what Cicely was, but what
you could have wished her to be., Contrasted with these
asswnptiond are Mrs, Baxer’s Priscilla, Little Pickle,and
Deolly, in Dofly and the Rat. Nothing can be more hold,
spirited, or romping, than the first 3 but, ever antﬁinnn,
even in this, we canght (or fancied we caught) the cye,
G H
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that seemed to admit this was hut mockery. The per.
formances are excellent, but unreal, Her Dolly, cers
tainly, nearly upset our® theory; for it is an amazingly
correct portraiture of the vulgar domestic 3 and, had it
not been for her prison scene, we should have admitted
the picture to be complete. But Nature will be Nature
still: and the peculiar tofie of Mrs. BAKER, when she,
even in mouckery, becomes pathetic, is too touching for
the situation. Her face, too, which is an elegant one, (a
much higher quality than beauty,) does not seem to he.
long to the character. You wonder how Doily obtained
such features, or, rather, how such features could be the
casket of a vulgar mind. We never saw her < flop
duwn‘f“ (we have no other word that expregses ii,) to
scour the door, without a painful feeling ; as if the actress
was degraded. Tke part does not inspire this feeling,
but Mrs. BagEer dpes. ¥

Qur heroine is about five feet two inches in height ; of
a dark complexion; her eyes are hazel, and, at pighe,
appear black s her face is handsome ; and her appear-
ance peculiarly interesting. She has three children liv-
ing-—two sons and one daughter.,
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'THE ROAD TO THE STAGE, BY,LEMAN THOMAS REDE,
Published by J, Snith, 33, Broad-st. Bloomsbury, Price 3z. p. 108,

We have perused this performer’s Vang Mecym, and,
8% its subject ig intimately connected with that of-our
Pages, we shall indulge in a few observations :—There iy,
in this litile book, (the price of which i3, by the bye, dig- -
propoertioned to its size,) much that ought, and much fhat
ought not, to have heen published. Mr. Rede has thrown
down all the'romance of the psofession, and has laid hare
the miseries of 3 player’s life with too unsparing a fina
ger—Alas! that the world sanuld _know that Mr.
Thompson’s cireuit only allows salarics of fifteen shillings
Per week-—that ¢ Othelts becomes a Moor,*’ through the
medium of < burnt cork pulverised, and mixed with por-
ter i’ and that light comedy calves are made of ragged
silken hose.”” The Tist of al] (he provincial managers made
Us sigh as we read it, tacked as it is g the awful informa-
tion of the amount of remuneration a country actor can
obtain, There are some anecdotes of an amusing, charac.
ter, and some rather of o marvellous description, on fhe
subject of memory particularly, though far he it from us
to impugn the trath of My, Rede’s information upon these
subjects. The observations on the management of the voice
are really valuable ; and Mys, Salmon’s preseription for
singers, we douhi not, an excellent one ; though, for our
OWN poor parts, we should fear to venture upmi such an
amalgamation of different ingredients,

The observations on the disgraceful tricks of benefit-
making, are manly and spirited, but pot half severe
enough; the modes of expressing the passions, &e¢, seem
rather out of place, and are in our opinion useless g the
performer (hat expresses them by rple will never bhe a
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great actor, In the course of some remarks upon new
readings, Mr. Rede has rather injudiciously treated vg
with some of the lucubrations of Mr, W, L. Rede, his
brother, Now, much as we admire ¢ brotherly love,
Matty,”” we don’t like to have it thrust down our throats ;
we make this remark in perfect good humour, for some
productions of Mr. W, L. Rede’s have been occasionally
extracted into our pages, but we must say we prefer his
writings to his readings ; and, though much obliged to him
when-he favours us with the former, we strongly advise
his brother to dispense with the latter. Our greatest oh.
Jections to this book, is its gratuitous disclosures,—there
are certain mysteries in every craft, that should never he
mawe public. Mr. Rede it seems, by page 62, is not now
upon the stage, but he should have fetained a sufficient
feeling for his quondam associates, not to have hetrayed so
many of the little trickswf the art, which, perty in detail,
are (or rather wére) greatin effect.* We cannot see the
utility, certainly not the delicacy, of such an exposure j—
we differ also with this gentleman as to the effect of this
book. He asserts that it- will diminish the number of
Stage-strack aspirantsp—does he really think so? We
believe he has more common sense, and must be aware
that his pages have a tendency fearfully to increase the
oumber of lamp-lighting lords, and mantua-making
queens,’ | L
We make a few extracts at random :—

“ To be in perfect voice, it is necessary to be in perfect
health ;—this is certain. And all the quackeries of em-

* By the bye, Mr. Rede's knowledge of ari thmetic, (tenderly
be it spoken) does uot seem to be so extensive as his insight
into the mysteries of the dramaj for, in his preface, he says,
“* An actor’s duties at the theatre embrace Jour hours in the
moming, at rechearsal, and¥bout Jire at night, bosides sfx hours
for studying his characters, Here,” says our author, * are.
sixvtecr ours devoted to Talavair oleme ¥ TEre 1o 3 1 F Wik



HISTRIONIC ANECDOTES, &c. 103

pirics, or the efforts of medicine, will faijl, if the health is
affected, - |

‘¢ Actors, of all beings, should deast encumber them-
selves with the ridiculous appendages of modern atfire—
cravats. As it is necessary in all shape dresses that the
throat shouid be exposed, they are continually subjected, in
their changes from their ordinary to their dramatic attire,
to catch cold, and bgcome aflicted with hoarseness, the ir-
ritation attending which tends materially go weaken the
vocal powers ; warmth of any kind should not be applied
Lo the throat; bathing in cold water, and gargling with
the same, has been advised, and will be found efficacious,
All stimulants for the voice are decidedly bad ; acids,
whichrestore the tone for an instant, do material injtry
ultimately. In all dasesof ohstruction be it remmembered,
that to gargle the throat is better than to drink ; & gargle
of port wine and water will do wonders with some 8Y S~
tems, but it has an injurious effect on the finer tones of
ihe voice, and shonld not he used by singers.”?

. On benefit-making, Ite remarks—

. ‘“ Men say,over their glasses at night, much more thay
they care to remember over their tea-cup in the morning ;
and if a performer obtains five per cent. on his promises,
he may consider himself fortunate. -

““ Benefit-making i an art. Rayner, it has been said,
could makgl one apon Salisbury Plain. But few have
such a facility. I shall not pretend to lay down any
rules upon the subject, but a few words of advice may
not he thrown away.

* Do not select pieces to exhibit or please yourseif,
~ but to give pleasure to your auditors. |

** Do not make experiments on that night, by playing a
part out of your line; if you are determined io make a
fool of yourself, do not do s0 when all your friends are
around you ; for, of all pernnns,&yuu have ths least right
to disgust or annoy them.”’ |

The book is thus concluded—

** My labours are completed, and I am prepared to
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encounter all the ridicule that the peculiar subject of this
trifle may excite. 1If it obtains any notice at all—if it is
made the mark for the‘l-jests of criticism—1I am content——
it is easier to ridicule the efforts of others, than to make
“gimilar exertions. ¥ beg leave to repeat, that this pro-

duction is not written with a view of increasing the can-
didates for the sock and buskin s on the contrary, I do
hope it may be the means of diminishing their number ;
and, by pointing out the difficulties the profession in-
volves; I am doing a public service. It is looked upon
by young minds as e path of flowers. Experience, too
soon, ‘ kolds up the glass to truth,”” and pourtrays it a
briary way, where the thorns of misery spring up beneath
the” feet of the wanderer, and where the poison trees of
malice and discord everywhere ﬁncgmpasa him. It has
its sunshine 3 but, alas! the cheering beam is not for ali ;

and the generality of tide sons of the drama must be con-
tent to dwell for ever in the shade.”
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No. IIL

MR. BARTON,
‘ . (Of the Manchester Theatre,)

Mg. BArTON is a native of London; Ms brother is an
1:phelsterer in Rathbone-place, and he was. himself origi-
nally intended for business ; wherefore he followed not
the steps of his relative, and the injunctions of his parents,
we cannot say. These notices of ours are mere sketches,
and do noi necessarily involve either dates or circum-
stances. Suffice it, ghat he at length burst forth, mﬂi,
about seven yéars ago, appeared at Margate, where
he rcquired some reputation; he ran through a variety of
business, at various small provincial theatres, and joined
Penley at Boulogne, Bruasells, Calais, &c. He haa also,
we think, been at Amsterdam. We find him, at length,

rthe hero of the Bristol stage, and lastly, of the Manches~
ter theatre, Mr. BarTox is about five feet ten inches in
height, his complexion dark, and his face expressive ; he
has been more than once on the verge of a metropolitan
attempt, for he rehearsed Jaffier, and Charles Kemble’s
character in g irginius,at Covent-garden theatre, though,
for reasons unstated, he never appeared. Mr. Barton,
ag an actor, is fnll of faults,and we like him the better
for it ;—we hate the school of cool propriety, that has
_afflicted us with that walking tragedian, Mr. Cooper,—
“that school, and Baihk, where it is cherished, have spoiled
Warde, and tamed him down to a eareful, spiritless actor,
Bawron dashes on throngh right and wrong, ofien ridi-
culous, frequently mistaken, but always energétic; he
feels all he says, and that goes a vast deal _towards mak-
ing his auditors feel it too; in parts, therefore, where
feeling is the grand requisite, he is eminently successful.
“'R.RWERE ( Rick and Poor) is an instance in our memory.
" Wothing can exceed the beauty or the pathos of his acting,
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in Rob Roy, the scene with Francis, commencing, ¢ My
kinsman sald something of my sons, &c¢.”” We cannot
congratulate Mr. BAHTUH upon his Shakesperlan Aassump-
tions ; and this want“of power to illustrate our greatest
writer, is a grievous defect; but it is one that M¥. BaARr-
TON shares with a performer,some of whose peculiarities wea
are sorry to remark he adopts—we mean Mr. Macready,
Mr. Barron has unhappily caught some of that trage-
dian’s tones, stares, and pauses ; they sit uneasily on MrJ
. Macready,but ve hate them at secoend-hand. BarTon has
no occasion to become a borrower, for of the raw material
for a tragedian, @eNiUs, he has quite as much as the pre-
sent star of America; and the tricks of the stage, that
Macready originally studied from Elliston, are amﬂngst.
the blemishos of that gentleman’s acting,. Bawrow is al--
ways at his best, when he most unfolds his own nature.
Some portions uf his Wallace are really inimitable ; but
he has adopted the vicious habit of playmg portions of a
character, and walking over the course in the less impor-
tant scenes ; so that some of his assumptions may be com-
pared to a plain grey coat, whose duell uniformity is occa="
sionally relieved by siripes of gold, which, however
beautifal in themselves, seem out of place, and ill accord
with the ground on which they are grafied. We have
very freely told Mr. BArToN his faults, perhaps more
freely than we should have done to a provincial actor,
for we do own a sympathy with those who are struggling
up the hill of dramatic fame. Mr, BArToN may be as-
sured that no ill will towards him, induced us to speak so
determinedly of his errors; he has so much of the flower.
of genius, that we are anxious he should throw away the
weeds that obscure it ;—he is not yet thirty, and has a
long career before him. Let him rely on his own mind—
trust to his own resources, and he will succeed ; his face,
figure, and voige, are in his favour., Let him endeavour
to divest himself of a little awkwardness of manner, and
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of a reserved disposition. Though professing tragedy, he
trequently plays leading comedy ; but we cannot accord
any praise to his lively assamptions, |
PERTFORMANCES OF THE PRESENT DAY,
___
No. V.

WEST LONDON THEATRE.

Awn attractive bill of fare, for the benefit of - a very
talented (though too farcical) actor, induced us fo visit
this theatre. And, as it is our intention to speak of al
the London establishments, and to look at the talent dis.
played, and not the arena for that display, we shall devote
a page to (his theatre. The pieces were, Wallace, Al
the World’s a Stage, and The Jubilee at Stratford. In
the first, there was some very good and some execrable
acting. In the second, we were deliglited with the Dig-
jory of H. BEverLeEy. He is a Listonian actor, with
quite as much vis and phiz comica in his composition. In
the afterpiece, an attempt was made to represent the
procession, &c. It was decently gotten up, with refe-
rence to the limited means and room. Falstaff, Shylock,
Ophelin, and Hamlet, wore effectively embodied 3 but
fickard, Macbeth, and a string of others, were badly
dressed and Iooked. We wonder the royal theatres had
not thought of a similar exhibition. The performances
conclnded with a masquerade, in which two. clever chii-
=zen, of the name of Ker, danced with great spirit and
effect. WALBOURN, too, added his exertions in his far-
famed characier, Dusty Bob. There was some singing o
‘no great pretension: and an address, about ¢ Brito
ruling the main,”’ and ** ¢containing all that’s fair on
earth,”” &c. &c., which was singulariy styled in the bills,
" an appropriate address,” in konour of Shakespeare. Mr.

. L. REDE, who stands forward as writer and deliverer
. this precions morceau, might have treated us with some-
; about the Swan of Avon, instead of ringing the
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changes upon topics that Dihdin and Cherry have nau-
seated us with., Wiser people than Mr. RepE bave been
advised to write less, and think more. Really, this Hittle
theatre is quite literary. There is Mr. H, Bu¥igniEy,
Mr. SANTER,; and Mr. NaventoN, (alias HAYNE,) are al}
dramatists. The prompter, too, is an author!!! Se.
riuuﬂly,'hﬂwe‘r_ﬁ there appearato bea good deal of comic
‘talent in the company. Miss WarpoLE (the WWido
Brady) is here, and young OXBERRY, and a bevy of Be-
VERLEYS, and SBANTER, whom we remember-at Bath, and
hisswife, who was a pleasing ballad singer when Miss
Akers, with divers other persons unknown to us, We shall
ake another pilgrimage to Tottenham-street, to see their
Liston, thie first time he is advertised for a part of im-
portance. '

-

ON DPITS.

SLoMaN and HoNEVYMAN are to bave the Surrey (?)
ELvisToN isengaged at the Cobourg, at £50 per week(?)
BENNETT is also engaged there.

A new singer, of the name of WesTow, is carrying all
before him at Bath; and proceeds to Birmingham, where
he is expected to win * golden opinions of all sorts of
people.”” We trust they may not be counterfeits; but
we have as little opinion of the musical taste of the
Brums, as they, or some of them, are reported to have,
regpect for the currency. |

TerrY and GLADSTANES are opening the Cheltenham
theatre. The Colonel has promised his aid ; and a gaJ
laxy of stars have undertaken to support Simpson.

Hammonp, from York, i3 coming to the Haymarket,
we heai. He is a powerful comic singer, and a bold,
~ dashing actor. -

Wourps, of Bath, is engaged at Vauxhall, to perform
in vaudevilles, and sing comic songs, WouLbs is a greai
man in Somersetshire ; but, we fear, the London peo
will not think him a Liston. 'Hupsown, we understan 3
engaged to write songs. - This is the first sensible thin}
Hughes has dene for many vears,
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Thnu Iwing Punﬁh—-—thuu r-art‘hj' Mumtm,
Casting care and #QFTOW fromusy -
Nature before théa seems to pass,
Reflectet in a quizring ylass; '
And thus yon paint as -:,arthj; bubbles,
In all their mlr‘;h wnthmlt their l:ru&hles.

PR ¥ ]

Serious when E]] Sthera }auﬂ"h 1 never excaedmg in his mikth 3
chaste where all others-arce vulgar and ohscene; naking M
meanings where none els¢ counlds and hmghtﬂultlg' thnse tha,t
others had created. He had no equal m our bofhumi, and we
_shaﬂ never luuk on his [ike m age, & | Auun.

; . - L

“ TrAIN up a  child in the way he should go.”” This

- was the maxim that made ihe greatest impression on the
mind of Signior Grimaldi, who farnmished food for the
mirth.of the London public, many years since 3 and this
it was that induced him to introduce little Jogy, at two
years of age, to.the notice of the public. But, ere we
proceed to a mention of the son, let us dedicate a page to
the mem~ry of him, who made mirihfual our grandsires’
hours, and . gave our grandmothers stitches. in their sides,
In the year 1760, his late Majesty took unto himself a
wife; aud, important as the fact of Zer first arrival was,
¢ the mation, perhaps, were more vitally interested by the .
fact, that Signior Grimaldi arrived with her, in the capa-
city of dentist. The Signior was, we believe, desgended
from ihe celebraied Nicoli Grimaldi,* whose praikes Ad-

* The following passage occurs in No. 115 of The Tatler. We
now forget wlere the assertion is made, but we perfecily re-
member it, that this Grimnaldi, who was a famous singer, was an

""""'ancestnr n:-f aur o Hﬂwever, ho that true or false, the
character of this eminent performer deserves the extract:—* 1

NEW SERIES, Vor, 1,—7T. H
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dison sung. Be that as it may, it is certain, the then ii-
heritor of the facetions appellation was as experi’a rer-
former upon bis own feet, as he was upon other pesplels
teeth. " As a ballet-master, the Signior was eng-fred at
Drury-lane theatre, by the immortal Mr. Garrick, de~
ceased. There he played a variety of tricks; some of
which are recorded amongst our histrionic anecdotes.
Sigoior Grimaldi followed up both his callings with land-
able industry; but, on one particular occasion, he was
sent for express, to relieve her Majesty from the horrors
of tooth-ach. Grimaldi, who had ether calls upon hig
time, went in no very agreedble humour-—was ushered
intg the royal presence—and, with . © apv ceremony,
thrusting his hand into her Majesiy’s mouth, forced out
the tooth. His services were ever after dispensed with,
Frowned upon by rug;dty, he sought solace in public
favour,and found it. His drawing the tootl of a patient,
passing it up his sleeve, and substituting that of a horse,
which be insisted off retaining as his own fee, and whi

Y
£

went on Friday last to the Opera, and was surprised to find
a thin house at so noble an entertainment, until I heard
that the tumbler was not to make his appearance that night,
For my own part, I was fully satisfied with the sight of an actor,
- "who, by the grace and propriety of his action and gesture, doeg
. bonour to & human fizure, a9 much as the pther vilifies and des
grades it. Every one will easily imarine T mean Signior Ni-
Colini Grimaldi, who sets off the character he bears in an opera
by his action, as much as he does the words of it by his voice,
Every limb, and every finger, contributes to the part he acts,
isomuch that a deaf man might g0 along with him in the sensa
of it. There is scarcely & beautifiul posture in an old statue
which he does not plant himself in, as the different circuina
#tances of the story give occasion for it. He performs the most
ordinary action in a manter suitable to the greatness of hig
character, and shows the prince even in the giving of a letter,
or dispatching a message. Our best actors are somewhat at
loss to support themsclves with proyper gesture, as they move
from any considerable distance to the front of the stage: but . *
have seen the person of whom I am uow spealing, enter alona
&t the remotest part of it, and advancs from it with such great.
ness of air and mien, as seemed to fill the stage, and at the,
same time commanded the attention of the andieuca with thet
majesty of his appearance.”—Monday, Jan. 2, 1710. .

-
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- the sufferer actually bought of him for a guinea ;—his

" writing * No religion,”’ on his door, at the time others

R Wnﬁ\ ¢ No popery,”” with & view (f conciliating all para
ties, a\ he said ;——and his persnading a fellow-performer

10 have'a face painted on a peculiar part of his frame, -
and te go privately and exhibit it to Garrick j—are tales
the reader will remember, We could multiply their
number ;3 but, unfortunately, the humour of the ancient
Grimaldi was of the Smollett school, and delicacy forbids
detail, . - |

Little Yory, the hero of the present Memoir, was

- ushered into existence en the 18th Dec, 1779; and, on

" the 26th Dec. 1781, made his first appearance, at Drory-

. lane theatr* ;¥ = pantomime called Rebdinson Crusee,
How he passed the interval between hkis birth and his
entreé to the profession, a period of twenty-four months, -

. we are unable to ascertain. He remained as Fairy, Imp,

- Goblin, Cupid, Zephyr, &c. &c., for some -years at Drury;
and, when only seven, had a regular engagement £1 that
theatre. The next year carried his father from the stage
of existence, and left our hero, with the wide world for ﬁ

, him to bustle in. ¥is first appearance, a5 a4 man, was, .

- we helieve, in the character of Orson, ( Valentine and
Orson,) in which his muscular strength, and his fine con-
ception, madé ample amends for his want of figure, ‘

In the year 1798, Mr. J. GRimALDY went a woolng,
and won the hand of Miss Hughes, daughter of the then-

~ proprietor of Sadler’s Wells theatre. This amiable wo-
maun expired, in child-bed, the year following her mar-.

-riage. This was a heavy bereavement to our hero, We

" are apt to identify a man’s real, with his assumed man«
ners; and this is peculiarly the case with regard to per-

- formers 3 and, of all performers, most particularly with

- those who delight us as buffoons. You do no{ dream of

 agony wringing the heart of a Clown. Mr, GRIMALDT i32
man of peculiarly fine susceptibility3 and the shock of
the loss of a young and charming girl, just blooming into

'-f.wumanhuud, whilst he had scarcely the down of manhood’
- . . . 5L ..
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on his chin, preyed upon his spirits, and rendered him for
awlile incapable of purswing his profession.

In the beginning of* 1802, (or the close of the prfee-
ding vear, we forget which, ) Mr, GrRiMALDI led ﬁﬂnd
Iady to the altar—DMiss Bristow—who, on the 2 Nov.
1802, presented her loving lord with an heir fo his estate
and his clownship, in the person of Mr, J. S. Grimaldi,
now of Covent-garden e;lui Sadler’s Wells theatres,

After passing upwartls of a quarter of a century at
Drury, he went over to Covent-garden, where, we think,
he made his first appearance in the most successful of all
pantomimes, Mother Guose. He remained there, and at
Sadler’s Wells, for many years, frequently playing Clown ;
firel at Islington, and then going off, to repeat the task
at the Garden. In some of these expeditions, he has
played some fantastic tricks., Once, we remember, whilst
driving through Holbopn, he passed a crowd, and stud.
denly thruﬂung half his body out of the coach wmdnw he
. gave $ne of his electrical laughs, and exclaimed, ¢ Thﬂre'
they are!’’ in his well-known tonc, The signal was
enough—ihe mob followed the coach—and a host of "his
admirers proceeded to the gailerv, to cheer their fa-
vourite, ©On one occasion, the coach that was hired to
convey him o Covent-garden, did not arrive—GrIMALDI
waited as long as he could, and ultimately was obliged
to run through the streets in his Clown’s dress, followed
by an immense mob——that fashionable part of the town,
Clerkenwell, could not afford him a hackney-coach—he
reached Holborn, hefore he obiained one. We need
hardly say, that crowds, like snowballs, gather as they
g0; and, ere he gained the shelier of a vehicle, some
hundreds were at his heels.

No man has been a greater slave to his profession than
GriwaLpi § playing Clown twice on the same night—
think of that, my masters 3 but, in the autumn of 1814
or'1815, we forget which, Mr. GrimaLDI played at Co-
vent-garden, Sadler’s Wells, and also at the Surrey, it
being the benefit of a very talented little ereature, (now
no more) Miss Dely.
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A joke, that has heen bandied about for the last twenty

ars, is, we believe, our hero’s private property. Some
persgn, who had been holding ar argument with Mr,
GriM LDt, said, rather cnntemptuuuslv, “ Why, you are
only GAIMALDI !"' ““ I know,”’ replied our hero, ¢ that
I am grIM ALL DAY, but | make you laugh all night.”?

At Badler’s Wells, Mr, GrimaLDI performed a variety
of characters, many of a serious description, in melo-
drames, with much effect. He also assumed comic cha-
racters occasionally ; and once, for his benefit, played
Acres, at Covent-garden; and gave promise of great
talent in the regular drama, had his inclinations tended
that way,

With all the degradation that a pantomime actor must
endure, from playing directly to the vulgar, our hero al-
ways preserved a proper personal respect, and exacted
it from his anditors, We have heard him step forward
to apologise, in & case of accident, and, the instant he
spoke, all remembrance of the Clown was lost, adl the
man only was listened to. Once, winlst at Bath, he and
Higman, the bass singer, were invited by a clergyman to
his table. They wenti,and met alarge party ;—the instant
the cloth was drawn, Higman was asked for a song, and
complied-—GRrIMALDI was then asked the same favour,
but declined—he was pressed, but still refused—upon
which his reverend host said, ¢ Why, Mr. GrimaLpi, 1
invited you on purpose to hear a song!’® ¢ Did you,
sir 2°’ said our hero ; ¢ good evening {"’——and instantly
- quitted the house. We thiok we see the countenance of
this vulgar and insolent parson—ithis booby in black, dis-
gracing the cloth he wears, by the conduct of a boor—
we think we see him taking a lesson in politeness from
on¢ who was technically termed a Clopn—a lesson that,
we venture to say, he will never forget, even though he
may not havevpmﬁted by it,

There is a stabilily and respectablllty about Covent-
garden theatre, that we look for in vain, in other estab-
lishments. Nuthmg can elceed the liberality which the

;
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pantomimist meets with at Covent-garden. The Cloten
Pantaloon, and Harlequin, are allowed a pint of wiae
nightly, during the ruy of the pantomime—every o dicle
of dress is provided by, and washed at the expegie of;
the theatre. On hoxing-dav, a dinmer is givey¥ to the
principal persens in the pantomime, at the Piazza Coffee—
house, at which Mr. Farley presides. The leader of the
band is generally of the party. After dinner, Mr: Farley
begs the gentlemen to“enjoy their evening as much as
possible, but, at the same time, to remember, * whom
they have to cope withal”’—viz, the good folks at Drory,
It is recorded 0 Mr, GRIMALDI s honour, that he not
only, on these occasions, never auisported discretion hime
self, but that he was the first 10 check such a disposition
in any of his associates, It may be here amusing to
give our readers a bit of information, that al are not ace
quainted with—i. e. that Messrs. Harlequin, Clown, and

Panialoon,
3

* Shew a most religious scorn for shirts,”

during their professional duties. Indeed, if they were
compelicd to incase themselves in what we dandies
think indispensable, the shirt would Very soon assume the
appearance of Mr. Fooie’s, when he first engaged at the
Haymarket ; which was, as our perusers may remember,
in so dilapidated a state, that 1lte washerwoman sent him
a4 message, that it was impossible to wash it 3 on which
he, facetiously and philosophicaily, desired her to stick
it against the wall, and fling pails of water at it.

The following anecdoto of that inimitable Harlequin,
Fom Eliar, will give some idea of the danger and mis-
chiefs attendant on (his department of theatricals, The
first week of the pantomime entitled Baron Munchausen,
one of the carpenters told Mr. Ellar, that the carpet which
was to receive him, after he leaped through the moon,
was “ very dry,”’ a term used amongst these gentry, when
they desire money for drink—Mr. Ellar, who wag en-
gaged in conversation, replied, ** Wet if, then:'* and
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lid not, as was anticipated, give the degired feec——the
-oqrpenter grumbled, and retired ; and Mr. Ellar took the
pregauntion, for the next two nighd, to say, previous to
takity his leap, (¢ Are you ready?’ and received the
weloolyg reply, ¢ Yes.”” But,on the third, the Satur-
day night, he asked three times, and received no reply,
‘GrivAvor (always nervous) expressed his imapatience ;
and Ellar was compelled to take his leap, in a blessed.
state of uncertainty. To make up for the delay, he
sprang with unusual force—the carpet was held in a wil-
fully careless manner—and poor Ellar, Jjumping com-
pletely over it, fell on his hand, and broke it. Notwith-
standing which, he finished the part, witheat the aodience
discovering what was the matter—nor did he interrupt
the run of the pantomime. 1t is but justice to Mr, Faw-
cett to state, that the moment that gentleman and Mr,
Harris, the then proprietor, were,made acquainted with
the circumstance, they declared that every carpepter in
the theatre should be discharged, if Mr. Ellar would
state he considered their conduct preconcerted, and not
the result of accident, EHar had learned, in the interim,
that the fellow who wus the primary cause, had a faa
mily of six childrens and, therefore, he very nobly
showed bhis charitable heart, by telling what is termed a
white lie ; and, in consequence, the heartless vagahond
retained his situation. Had Ellar fallen on his head, in-
stead of his hand, we should have been deprived of an
‘estimable member of society, and the best Harlequin we
have ever seen. |

We remember Tom Ridgway being treated in a similar
manner : but, in coming through, he seized the carpen-
ters by the hair, and did not loose his hold, until he tore the
locks from their scalps. A hint, that improvéd the gen-
tlemen who received it marvellously, |

- Mr. GrimArLpy had few of these accidents. And this
may be attributed fo the fact, that he is, from his urba-
ity and kindness, invariably a favourite in every theatre,
When he comes-—(we forget that we have nearly Iost
| u 4
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him, and speak in the present tense,)—when he came int
a theatre, he siripped off his coat, clapt on au'uldjar:kt—‘?
and went to work. Su also does Farley. And boe of
these gentlemen did not scruple to lend their assistogce in
any work, however arduous, that aided the I}IISJIEEE of
the scene.

Among the adventures of Mr. GrimavLpl, we record
the following, although we had no lack of *¢ accidents by
flood and field,”” in our preceding Memoir. Mr, Gri-
MaLpl promised a provinecial actress that he would, at
-any time she desired, appear for her benefit. This pro-
mise was made in the fulness of heart, unmindful of how
difficult its fulfilment might be. The lady, aware of his
attracting qualities, exacted the performance of his pro-
mige : and onr hero, like a true knight, set off to that
town, famed for warming-pans and gridivons, { Birming«
~ ham,) directing a friend to send express, should his ser-
vices be in requisition at Covent-garden. As usual, he
drew a bumper ; and the manager offered him tempting
terms to ¢ tarry awhile,”” which Mr. J. GrRiMALDI ac-
“cordingly did. Five nights glided away, and all went
on a3 well as heart could wish ; but, on the sixth—* {ro0d
Iack ! that things shonld fall so crossly !”’——a messenger
from town ran up io the muscle-mover, just as he was
going on for Clown, with the unwelcome information, that
his name was announced for the next evening, at Covent=-
garden theatre. ¢ I can’t play to-night, for I must be
off to town,”’ says GRIMALDY to the manager. < If you ;
don’t play, they’ll tear the house down,’” was the reply. .
Ultimately, GrimaLpr commenced his task, expecting to
leave Birminghan, and post to London by about twelve ;
" but, before he could settle his Birmingham affairs, it was
past four, To mend the matier, the roads were bad, and
the route a” much longer one tham it now is—couple
to these the fact, that the delectable post-boys took the -
wrong road ; for Grrmarpi had bribed them with liquor,
“ to keep pace with his expectancy, and fly ;*’ and they,
from the united effect of stupidity and intoxzicatior, had
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\velled full fourteen miles of the ¢ay, ere the mistake

oted.” The consequences of thfese accumniated diga |
‘aster&were, that this hero of pantodlime did not arrive at
Covendcarden theatre, until the overture to Psrouse was
concludM. He found, in the utmost anxicty, his old
friend, Mr, * * *_ thrust his week’s earnings, £9270, into
his hand—flew to his dressing-room—and contrived ‘to
rush on the stage, in time to save his credit both with
manager and auditors.

 Thus, in hurry and bustle, he pass’d his time.”

Mr. GRIMALDI, o0 one occasion, asked leave of abe
sence for a week, during his engagement at the Wells s
but the proprietor could not afford to lose him 5 he, there-
fore, feeling it necessary to his health, took French
leave, and sojourned a week aw Tunbridge. At the
end of the time, truant like, he rather wished for a
longer holiday, and he tried anothersweek’s recreatiop,
adding a trifle of business to the matter, by enacting a
little, TIn the interim, Bradbury was engaged at Sadler’s
Wells, for a fortnight. Whether this information accele-
rated Mr. GRIMALDI’S return, we know not; but, on his
return, he was solicited by B. to play for his benefit.
1t was agreed they should act Clown between them, (i, e.)
in alternate scenes. Bradbury was well received, and
appeared first 5 but, as soon as our hero-poked his nose
on at the wing, a noise, like the roar of artillery, resound-
ed through the house. “ Jor,” to use the language of
his friends, ‘c surpassed himself;*> and, at the conclu-
sion of the pantomime, Bradbury led him to the Iamps,
shook him heartily by the hand, and made his farewell
bow for that season, / '

Readeér, to show how litile this first of pantomimisis
"knew of his own powers and weight with the andience,
he had declared, in the fnorning, that < It was all up.”’

for Bradbury had completely ousted him out of favour

w with the public. .
| H )
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From: the pature hf Mr. Grimarpr’s perfern.ance, fi%
did not run so mar®s risks as his brethren in genstal,
Most Clowns rely mo¥e upen contortions than huisonr 3
but gur hero made a school for himself. He did #fore by
one look, than his rivals could effect by the ndBst inju-
rious and elshorate transformations. . Most of Mr, GrI-
MALDI's patler (we use the technical term) was his own ;
‘and some of his sayings were exquisite, as he delivered
them, however dull they might appear upon paper, His
style of humour had always a satirical relation fo Qi
every-day emolions. Our readers will remember his
opening an oyster, and, on hearing a complaining neise,
crying, ¢ Ah, poor thing !—well, 1’11 put you out of your
misery !** and swallowing it accordingly-—and then, on
opening a secoud one, and hearing a similar appeal to
his humanity, quieting his conscience, as he gulped it,
with the remark, ¢ Well, I can’t make fish of one, and
flesh of t’other!” We do not know a more perfect and
hgmely illustration of the way in which human pature.
~ Feconciles cruelties as compulsory, than this.

Mr. GrRiMALDY was happy in being under a liberal
management, He was at a theatre where he had only
to suggest, and be sypplied. Harrizs never trammetled
the genias of his performers, by a paltry consideration of
éxpense: and, perhaps, to this may be atiributed the
lead that Covent-garden theatre has always taken in pan-
tomime. The talent of GrimaLD1 was, of course, in- ¥t-
self a host ; but talent without adjunicts is losty and a
-pantomimist, cramped by the meanness of Winston, or the
specious apologies of Elliston, could not have fair play..

It is a task of immense difficulty to give any idea of
Mr, GRIMALDI’s talent. Those who have seen him—and
who has not ?-——can, of course, find no description, to do
Justice to his talent; and those who have not, will not_
have any idea of his talent from description, however:
minnte or elaborate. All that % droll in human action,

Mr. GRiMALDI can pourtray—he can represen} all the
Wﬂl‘kil‘ln‘ﬂ ﬂ"" IR vrde bavras N . 0w L e
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e, sayssome one, *“ can he at a Joss, like GrIMALDL."”’
g is, irideed, true. The hopdlessness of one who
“knowg not what to do next, he hits to a nicety-—he al-
-ways hgpenrcd to us to represent a grown child, waking

. to percedtion, but wondering at every object he beholds.
Then, bis exuberance of animal spirits was really mira-
culous—what a rich ringing langh |—the very voice of
merriment ! Then, the self-approving chuckle, and the
¢ontemptuous look, half pity, half derision, that he gave
to-the dupe of hLis artifice—his incessant annoyance to
Pantaloon—and bis feigned condolence for the very mis-
fortumes of which he was the anthor—his amazement and
awe of Harlequin—his amorous glances at Celumbine—-
and his winks at the imbecility of the doting, and the
dandyism of the young, lover-—his braggadocta bluster-
Jmg—-his cantious escapes from detection—and his ludi-
scrous agony during fustigation, operation duly per-
“formed on Clown, by all the personages of the motley
“drama-—were all Zis, and mis AroNg. He was the very
Beau ideal of thieves——robbery became a science in his
hands—you forgave the larceny, for the humour with
which it was perpetrated, He abstracted a leg of mutton

from a butcher’s tray, with such a delightfal assumption
of -nonchalance—he threw such plump stupidity into his
countenance, whilst the slyness of observation lurked in

. -his half-closed eyes—he extracted a watch, or a hand- |
kerchief, with sucha bewitching eagerness—with such a
devotion {o the task—and yet kept his wary eye upon the
victim of his trickery—-he seemed so imbued with the
" _spirit of peculation, that you saw jt in him, merely as a
-portion of his nature, and for which he was neither
blameable oraccountable, His pantomimie celloquies
with the other sex, too, were inimitable—hig mincing
.affectation, when addressing a dandizette—mNhis broad
- bold style, when making love to a fishwoman—were all
true to Nature. We can scarcely say why, but he al-
ways reminded us of Muanden; and we can’ conceive,
that he would have made much such a comedian. The

1'
]
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¥ : .
roli of the eye-—the y'rop of the chin—ihe elongated res-
piration—was peculiyr 1o both, S R
~ In building, Mr, GrMaLp1, was entirely original4 No
one had so fertile a fancy for formation. His cefriage,
made with Cheshire cheeses for wheels, a coalslfuttle for.
~ the body, and a broom for the axleiree $ with fifty others,
that made us scream again in our boyhood, might be
enumerated. But what use is it to mention these things ? It
was the style in which he joined and subjoined them
~ looked, sindied-—(what a brown study was his!)—and then
rashed, in triumphant joy, when a pew idea flashed over
his exient of countenance! Oh! that we were boys
once more —that we could-again follow him through all
' the mazes of his art—< grow wild in his exploits’*—and
that he, the delighter of our early hours, could once more
feel the spirit and elasticity of youth—that he conld be
what he has been—thewonly purely intellectval Clown we
ever bebeld! .

Time, that has brought us grey hairs and exhausted
Spirits, that has quenched the power of receiving enjoy-
ment in us, should have left the power of giving it to him.
It conld not subdue his mind, but it has preyed upon hig
body. He lacks the physical power-—the health, to do
what ke has done—what he only could do. It is no matter
in what a man excels, He that does any one thing better
than all the rest of the world, is a genius. Grimarpr
has done this. In his day, he was wholly unrivalled—
he has left nothing to compare with him upon the stage,
Our children will langh at their Clowns—but ihey will

‘have oniy a vague notion of what we have beheld. We
rank the- geniue of Grrmarpr with that of Kean; and,
monstrous as the proposition may appear to some, we
give it as the result of long reflection. We hope, earnestly
hope, that his health may permit his re-appearance—
Which is promised, The public will warmly greet a man,
to whom so many arc indebted for the merriest moments
of their lives,

Mr. GRIMALDY is, in private life, an amiable martn, o,
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od hasband, and a fond father ;fof undoubted inte-
Y ; and universally respected. rs. Grimaldi i5 en-
1 in the choruses of Covent-gakden theatre.

4

+

After -this Memoir was printed, we accidentally met
with a friend of Mr, Grimavrp1’s, who has obliged us with
the following account of his appearance, on Monday
night last, and the particulars counccted with it, which
we conceive will be interestiug to our readers, |

¢ On Sunday, 2 message came to my house, stating,
Grimarpt was dangerously ill; and, on Monday, as [
had promised to attend at the theatre for him, 1 called at
his residence, in Exmouth-strect, at four ¢’clock. 1found
him in bed, and in a dreadful state of debility., I said,
“ It is tmpossible you can al‘:pear‘tu-night.” To which
he replied, *¢ { will appear.”” T pressed him not to think
of it, but 1 found him inflexible ; and, upon my further
enfreaiy, he cxclaimed, ¢ P’ll play*%o-night, if it costs
me my life I”>—and be was in so weak a state, that he
burst ivto tears. I then proceeded to the theatre, Ieave
ing Mr. GRIMALDI o bed : and he declared his intention
of being at the Wells by seven o’clock, To the minute
fie arrived, atlended by his medical adviser—he dressed
—and appcarcd ; previous to which, however, Mr. T,
Dibdin had explained his state of health to the aadience,
The receipts of the house were upwards of £150; and
GrivaLpI’s reception was of the most flattering descrip-
tion-—so much so, that poor Jor expressed his acknow-
ledgments in a flood of tears. After he had finished the
part assigned him, I saw him. He was in a high state of
fever. 1In fact, his nerves are in a most distressi;]/g siate
-—and he is, at this moment, confined to his bed, in an
exiremely dangerous state,”” Mr, GRImALDI is one of the
many instances of those who promote merriment in others,
- being the victims of a dreary depression, We have our-
selves heard him poudr forth his lamentations over the
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past, and speak of tf 2 Wells, as ii erst had bheen, in ter ;
of the most bitter d'spondency. His present state Af
health forbids our holing or wishing his re-appearrace.

The agony he endures, lest he should not satisfy the ex

pectations of the public, must tend to increase his -naiady,
and shorten his days, His friends should not arge him

again to perform—he has dene enongh—and may ¢ sleep

with the sunshine of fame on his slumbers,’* withou{ em-

bittering his latter years with wearisome and distracting

eiforts. |
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HISTRIONIC ﬂHEﬂDyTES, 8z0.
il

QU%[JFICATI{)NE REQUISITEG FOR A ,MANAGER.

THEATRICAL Fepresentation, in its ultimate perfection,
must greatly depend on the art of managing or directing
theatrical companies-——which being no less a charge thap
that of presiding over a concurrence of the polite arts,
should never fall to the share of ignorant persons.

As no armies can hope to win batiles without a good
general, so no acting company can hope for success with-
out a duly qualified superintendant, which requires taste,
cultivated by a knowledge of books, and the worid. To
have seen the politer nations of Europe would not be
amiss, as many ebservations made therve might be some-
times usefully brought into nracti®e ot home,

From the freguent occasion of conversing with foreign
gentlemen, and dealing too with for#ign artists, a know-
Iedge of the French and [talian languages wonld be
more than convehient; even necessary, to prevent impo-
sitions on either side throngi mercenary agents,

He ought to be thoroughly acquaivted with the doc-

trine of dramatic pocms, in order to be able to speak to

the purpose with such gentlemen as offer him pieces for
representation, and to support his opinion either in favour
of, or against them.

He should be intimately acquainfed with the art of
acting, not only in the gross, but in all its finenesses, and
possess an intuitive knowledge of the several faculties of
each individual in his company, that upon any per-
former’s decease, defaulting, or any accident whatsoever,
he need not lose a moment’s time in thinkig where to
bestow the part vacated.

‘He should also have previously told young performers
in what cast of parts he would have them to be privately.

studied and ready, in casg of any opportunity present-
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ing itself, which wolld prevent, ina great measure, ¢
‘mecessity of parts béwng read, or of changing plays. )a E

He should never appear chargeable with a partiakty to
undeserving authors or actors, which cruelly condemns the
more meritorious (o pine in obzcurity, while it pbtrudes
FAYOURITE Or $YCOPHANT DUNGES to the public“s resents
ment and derision. )

CN THE MORAL CONDUCT OF THE STAGE.

Let not an expression be hazarded there, that might -
Bot without any apprehension of rebuke be uttered in the
politest company. The political Jicenser does, or ought
to take care in all new pieces: let a judicious inspector
be employed for the old ones, to substitute chaste in the'
place of obscene wit, - | KR
~ Likewise, let the performers of bath sexes behave to-

wards each other with decency and good-breeding, ns
that a green-room, int consequence, may become an ase
sembly of decorum and elegance ; and why not : when
one considers those Oeautiful maxims, those sublime s¢n-
- timents, which they are professionally obliged to study,
speak, or; at least, to hear, M their comic and tragic
performances } - .

From a respectful deportment towards each other,
Wwill naturally follow, that of all other people unconnect-
ed with their art, which by these means would be rescued
from all the odious censure, execrating anathemas, and
fulminating abominations, promulgated against it by riss -
taken zealots, in the barbarous times of religious igno-
rance, |

The stage would become, in time, a desirable resource
for perdons of reputable, or even honourable families, but
reduced, if endowed with talents to shine thereon s as it
gives also to those born in the very lowest rank, an oppor.
tunity. of caltivating such gualifications as Nature hrs:
given them ; that thence, becoming eminent, they are
often honoured with the notice, acquaintance, and friend-
ship-of their superiors. ' '
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PRRFORMANCES OF TEE FPRESENT DAY.
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No. VL

DRURY=-LANE THEATRE.

THE new tragedy, entitled Ben Nazir, after having been
_postponed on MR. KEAN’S account, who, by the bye, had
his part two months to study, was produced iast Mouday
night. On Saturday, Kean did not appear at rehearsal, and
on the night of its representation it is a pitv Mr. Keax did
Bot apologize to the public, and read that which he either
could not or would not study. Th® part which was en-
trusted to the Drury tragedian is about 24 lengths, or
960 lines; and we can positively affrm, that Kean did
nos speak 10, out of the 24: in the middle of the tragedy,

" MR..KEAN thought proper g leave outsix whole pages. We
are informed, that the much-injured author, Mr. Grattan,
expressed himself in these words:—* For myself, [ am
indifferent ; but I extremely regret the resnlt of this night,
on Mz, KEAN'S account.””  Whatever other crifics may be
pleased to do, we shall make no observations on the tra-
gedy, for it has not been heard. If MR. Keaw is ill, and we
believe he is, he ought to have desired the trageéy' to be
again postponed; (it was previously aunounced for the
Thursday.) If the resolt of Mr. KEaN’s habits is, that he
caupot study any fresh .matter, which we believe to be the
case, he ought to have declined the part, in tofo; his con-
duoct, with regard to the author and authoress of The
Ttalians, and of Switzerland, is not yet forgottgn, Of all
thiugs, we abjure hunting a persecuted man ;—but KEan's
persecution is over. He is beginning a new career, of
which his performance of a NEw and POWERFUL PART
(we think it, and Ae thought it so, to0,) is an important era ;
he has thrown away his opportunity—he may live to grieve
- forit. Mr. Grattan has been deeply wronged by KEan,
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and yet more deeply,’njured by a few silly friends conn-4t-
ed with the press, wi.o kept up a perpetual fire of prerimi-
nary puffs, which have ended in ruiniug the piece they pur-
posed to npheld. Wartack, YounNce, Miss SmiTHsON,
and Mrs. W. WEST, exerted themselves fandally; Miss
SuirasoN and MR, YouNGE particularly, for the parts as-
- signed to them were very unimportant. Mirs, W. WesT wag
the pillar of the piece, looking as lovely as ever, and act-
ing better than she has done for some tiine past; she cer-.
taitly averted the fate of the tragedy for awhile, and to
‘this delightful actress the anthor must feel himself much
indebted. We had a like pertion of praise to extend to
her, we remewmber, in conjunction with poor Rak, when
all the other performers uuited to.damn The Fialians,
some years since. | | |

N ~ ON DITS. _

- Unanres KEMBLE goes to America-—and for 3 years (?)

CooPER comes frum thither to Drury; he is a sound
actor, but it is too late in the day for him to expect to
make a great impression, espe&ally as he is a performer
of parts, not of poinis, | . 5

Miss Love is engaged at Drury—Brave! friend Price;
‘you’ll have a good operatic companby; pray, now, look
after a dramatic one. -
~ The benefit pieces glaringly betray the poverty of the
company, for which see Miss KeELLy's bill in particular—
MATHEWS was to have done Tallyho, What ¢an be HaAR-
LEY’S motive for playing The Duerfy ? this is the second
or third old woman he has attempted—a silly and disgust-

inoe mattenera b
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spoke of the way in '&:ﬂch young singers were generally
marted—we did not teean to point to hers, as an aggra-
vated or peculiar case. We disclaim anything in the
shape of hostility, to any actor or actress breathing ; and,
if we were ever tempted to swerve from the liné of jus-
tice, our personal admiration wounld induce us to praise,
rather than censure, our fair heroine : but she has been
picked from our provinces, as the gem of our country
theatres. Such a selection is a tacit libel on the talents
of others, and cannot pass unnoticed.

Seven years has been deemed, from time immemorial,
a proper period for the acquisition of any trade or cali-
ing, be it ever so simple in its details. Is acting so much
engier than stay-making, that a female shall acquire a
perfect knowledge of the former, in one third of the time
she must devote to the latter It should seem so.

Acting, as all its professors know, is an art to be learnt ;
but one that cannot be taught. It is independent of -
rules—for it is the offupring of Nature. It follows with
all things that are matter of self-acquirement, that prac-
tice alone c¢an ensure perfection. Look at the proofs.
To say nothing of the probation of his boyhood, Kean
was, for eleven years, in continual practice, ere he came
to London—Cooke, for more than twice that period—
Mrs. Siddons failed when a novice ; but when her talent
was matured by years of exertion at Bath, she came
forth, our stage’s brightest ornament—Mrs. Jordan learnt
her art at York—Miss Kelly studied hers in Loondon, hut
she was not thrust forward in first-rate characterss ¥he -
proceeded, step by steps nor ventured on the second
eminence, until she had conquered all the difficulties of
the first—C. Kemble underwent the same schooling: we
have seen him greeted with hisses and laughter; but by
" making experiments in minor characters, he at length at-
tnined that knowledge of his art, that has served, in the
absence of genins, to make him an admirable performer.
We might easily multiply instances; for all our sterling
actors and actresses bave passed years in the acqaisition
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of their art, ere they attempted to leid in London., Dow-
ton, Fawcett, Blanchard, Farren, /Macready, Wallack,
Elliston, Mrs. Edwin, Mrs. Davison, Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs,
Davenport, are brilliant evidences of the trath of our
remark.‘

The promotion of a young and inexperienced girl to a
station she js utlerly incompetent to fill, is ruinous fn
every point of view, Iirenders the theatre unattractive
—-it spoils the taste of the town; who become used te
pretty, instead of powerful, acting—it gives rise to a
Bystem of bolstering the creature of the moment into

favour, by the aid of ihe hirelings of the press—and to
- the production of packed andiences, to ° MAKE an ac-
tress,’’ that the managers may subsequently reap a har.
vest from her evanescent popularity.. Londen, which is
looked up to as the school of the art, thus becomes (he
promoter. of a weak and trifling sgyle of acting, which is
retailed by yet inferior performers into the provinces,
until the genuine dispiays of talent become nndermined
'by trickery. 'This is one portion of the evil—and but one
portion of it. How does this act on genius? The sen-
sitive possessor of that curse—for, in such an age, it is no
longer a blessing—that being turns, sickened and dig-
gusted, from the scene—beholding the brightest efforts
marred by quackery, he or she at last loses all excite-
‘ment to exertion—retires into the prouder haunts of re-
flection—Ilives in the noble consciousness of saperior
mind—and leaves the race to those who depend not on
. (e fleetness and power of the steed, but on the jugglery
of the jockey. We have now looked upon the world of
the drama and of literature for some years—we have
suffered much—and, perhaps, speak with some of the
barshness peculiar to losing gamesters—put, if we are
hetrayed into asperity, still the facts remain incom-
trovertible ; nor are they to be doubted, because we ioo
warmly urge them. The miseries of literatdbe we wey
_not here’advert to.” Manifold as they are, they are more
than paralleled by the endurances of a provincial per-

]
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former., Within one dozen years, how many fine aspiring
8pirits. have we known, bursting forth into brilliance !
Where are they now? Crushed and blighted ! They
were not trucklers te poweri—they were not the favon:
rites of the sreal—they were mot connected with thoge
who form the junta that condnct the petty intfigues of
the drama. What beauty; what acquirement, what ming,
have we encougtered in that period! Ave,in our limited
wdlk"thmugh the world, we have seen charms and taleat,
that London will never sec. Nay, they do not exist
where erst they existed, Disappeintment, insolt, and
misfortune, steal the rose from the charming cheek—yn.
hend the spring of talent—and cloud  the hrighiest sun-
shine of genius, A lovely woman, and an actress—far
superior to any youthful performer now in London—died
last summer, after passing len years in the profession, and
never receiving a greater remuneration than forty shii-
lings per week., Ifwa tell yon, reader, that she died of
4 broken heart, we tel] You truly., She saw an aged
mother dependant on*her exertion for sapport, and found
those exertions unequal to the fuifilment of her wishes,
Wearied with hoping—depressed, by beholding the ad.
vancement of inferior actresses, wid superior interest—
her health declined-—her talents srew less valuable, eyen
to those who counld not at all appreciate them—ihe agony
of this conviction made her yet worse—and she, at lengh,
closed her eyes upon a world, of which she was framed to
be a brilliant ernament, Thus ended a dramatic. career,
where beauty, virtue, genius, study, unaided by interest,
Iaid their mistress jn the grave, at the age of twenty-
seven. ** she rests, with no sunshine of fame on fer
slumbers”’-—and her pame ig forgotten, We may reserve
our sorrow—for she is at peace-—regret should be awa-
 kened for the many, who struggied like her, and are yet
struggiing with adverse fortune—whe are strangers to ail
the comfor® of existence, and fegd only by a hope, which
daily grows fainter, uniil it finally expires hefore the
tespairing conviction, that cExIys CR TALENT HAS NO-
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THING T0 D{ WITH ADVANCEMENT- T0 OUR NMETROPQ-
LITAN THEATRES,

Qur national theatres shonld ke the property of the
aation ; and, until they are §n the hands of government,
they will never be worthy of the patronage they seek,
That stef would be, at once, the downfall of all the
pageantry and nousense that ibfects those stupendous
stages. That, and that only, would curb the insolence of
stars, and reward the exertions of unaided talent,

We make no apology for the length of our exordium 5
for, we are well convinced, no friend to the drama of hig
country will deem it misplaced. Our Work is not merely
A repository of the accidents of lives, but a vehicle for
the proamulgation of observations and opinions, useful to
the cause we advucate—~the character of the stage. We
wish to enable our children in afier years to see, through
our mediom, what onr stage was-»we do not wish to
present a heautiful picture, but a faithful likeness.

ELLEN Trer was born ip Lundnp, in the month of
Dec. 1805. To the memoir of her sister (No. 44) wea
refer our readers, for some megtion of her parents ; as wea
are anxious to spare the peruser the tedium of a twices
told tale. The success of Maria inspired her sister with
thoughts of the Stage ; and it was at first determined to
give her a wmusical education, but she evinced po apti-
tudes for a disciple of St, Cecilia ; and not feeling in.
clined to go through the terribie discipline requisite to
make a voice, she decided for t¥e drama,

One of ELLEN’s earliest efforts was (we are informed
by & valued correspondent) at the private theatre, in-

aBerwick-street; where she performed with young Knight,
son of the late comedian, What farther practice she had
1 this way, we are unable to ascertain ; huté in season
18238, she appeared at Covent-garden theaire, for her
sistar’s henefit, as Olivia, in Twelfth Night, She spoke
the heantiful poetry of the character verv nrettllv and
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ing actress, At the' closing of Covent-garden theaire,
our heroine accompagied her sister on & starring expedi-
tion, and performed, especially in the north, with much
approbation, '

Being thus launched into the dramatic ocean, and con-.
voyed, as she was, by one who had braved the billows so
successfully, Miss ELLEN TREE had litile to dread. She
sailed over a sunny sea—she had no rocks to fear—no
storms 10 encounter, Though en a voyage of discovery
in the way of acquirements, she landed as a welcome one
in every harbour; and each new scene was to her a
Jriendly island. -

About the close of 1823, our heroine was regularly
engaged at the Bath theatre, where she appeared as Lydia
Languish, and where she divided with Mrs. Bailey all
the leading comedy. At this theatre, her sister, Ann
Tree, was subsequeniiy engaged.

From the moment of her entering the profession, we
have reason to bheligyve treaties were on foot for bringing
our heroine 1o townj and Mr. Faweett is said to have
declared her not ¢ ripe enough’’ for the metropolis, and
to have declined turning Covent-garden theatre into a
hothouse for the production of dramatic fruits, To Mr.
Harley, the task of arranging with the less scrupulous
powers of the other house was confided ; and to no other
being could such a task have been so properly consigned.
J. P. Harley is better acquainted with the internal ar-
rangements of every London heatre, than any other man
breathing, The ubiguious Mr. Durrant, the indefatigable
Mr. Dunn, or that dramatic Peul Pry, Winston, know
less of the state of all the houses than he does. We
merely state this as matter of fact ; and we do not mean
to draw any inferences from it unfavourable to that come-
dian, to whom it is only justice to add, that the inlerest
he possesses has been often exerted for the premotion of
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actor, nor of his stiff-backed habiis as a man but, in
many points of view, he is an honour, not only to his pro-
fession, but to human nature, -

The treaty at Drury was suspended during the djs-
“arrangenfent of affairs, occasioned by Eiliston’s insol-
vency; and, in the summer of 1826, our heroine, with
her sister, went to Birmingham. There she sustained all
the first comedy, and Miss Ann Tree played Maria Bar-
lington, Mary ( Charles the Second,) Phebe (Paul Pry,}
and ail the first singing.

Before Price, the lessee of Drury, arrived in this coun-
try, some members of the commitice, of whom Calcraft
was one, closed an engagement with our heroine, Mr,
Calcraft visited the Birmingham theatre, to witness the
exertions of the two Miss Trees, and of Salter, the Man-
chester hero, who was then also in trgaty.  The result was,
an engagement for the two ladies, and under extraordi-
nary advantages, Miss ELtexy Treg, in the event of
Success in her first character, was i.:n@be allowed to play
twelve different parts, in a given period ; thus insuring
her being sufficiently before the town.

OFf her performances at Birmingham, where, we are
told, she evinced great improvement, we are not enabled
to speak ; hut, at Baih, she was never considered maore
than a pleasing actress. There we saw her fre quently ;
acd when informed that she was intended for Drury, we,
of course, anticipated that the walking ladies, and juve-
nile tragedy, was the business she was destined to sus-
tain. Miss TrEE is of the Catholic persuasion ; and this
circumstance obtained her many friends in both of the
towns we have named, | S

At the commencement of this geason, our heroine made
ker appearance at Drury-lane theatre, and ran rapidly
through a variety of characters; amongst which, Lady
Leazle, Jane Shore, and Albing, were the most conspi-
cuous.  After her third night, she ceased fo draw ; and
the exertions of Messieurs of The Chronicle, &c. &, were
i vain pue forth, to lure the public back, |

| - 1 4
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-We day it with serrow, but with certainty, that her
course is at an end, A rapid race is generally a short
one ; and the year 1827, the mot briiliant one in Migs
BrLLeN Trer’s history, she will tarn to herféafter, with
the bitterness of regret. The beautiful lines ot Cowper,
on the rosebud plucked too early, contain the prophecy
of her fate. Every succeeding appearance 'has only.
tended {o confirm the fact, that our heroine was unegual
to-the attempt that bad been forced upon her ; and send-
ing her on for Jane Shore, when Mrs. W. West was in the
theatre, amounted to madness. Her friends should have
remousirated against this, instead of asking the part for
her. Miss TrREE may depend upon it, that she will neyer
be able to perform Jane Skore. Years may give her ap
increase of knowledge—not of feeling. She has no in-
tensity—and, without.this attribute, Rowelg heroine can-
not be assumed. '

What Miss ELLexn TREE is, is perhaps difficult to de-
scribe.  What she is'not, we all feel. Her school of act-
ing is that of Miss Foote’s, but she has not Miss Foole’s
fascination, nor hier acquirements. She does not sing so
- pleasingly : which, in Miss Foote, is a knack ; for neither
er or Miss ELLeN TREE have any voice. She does not
dance so elegantly as Miss Foote. She has, perhaps,
more physical power than the charmer we have named
their mental energies are nearly on a par, _

Miss TrE® cannot seize and grasp a character, uniting
all its bearings in one strong and general featyre—she
can only execute common things prettily. But, if she
thus makes great things trifling, she communicates consix
derable power to mere trifles, She could not offend, let
her do what she pleased. We could bear her even in
Belvidera and Lady Teazle: but she cannot act thege
parts: nor should she be suffered to attempt them. Her
talents are suited to such characters as Lady Grace
¢ Provoked Huskand,) Fanny { Clandestine Marriage,.)
Eugenia (Sweethearss and Wives,} &c. &c. She should
fever appear en homme. Her really modest demeansur
destroyed all effect in 4ibinag Mandeville ; and the whole
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play became flat ang insipid. Our personal feeling is
gratified, thongh our dramatic feeling is destroyed by
this ; and we may usethe words Leigh Hunt has applied
1o Mrs, H. Siddons, on this subhjegt—nic She inierests you
* 'With a chastened feeling—you jove the very awkward-
ness with which she wears her male attire—and you are
cven better pleased with her shape, because you are left
.to fancy it.  If the sight.is more accurate in likenesses,
fancy is a better painter of things_ o be hkéd., When .
the generality of actresses Are representing the objects of .
& man’s attachiment, their broadness of demeanonr pro-
duces in the beholders a kind of sjlent disagreement with
the hero’s choice, (hat deranges their satisfaction : hig
compliments became false, his ardour unwarrantable, his
sarrows ridiculous: a delicate Speciator camnot say,
‘ Such is the woman I would marry myself ;* hut a mo-
dest actress,ie y reconfliles this iBconsistency.
Love resnmes its respectability, and with itz respect..
ability, the acquiescence of the audéence.’’

When we consider the short time our heroine has beep
upon the stage, her progress appears satisfactory ; hut
she is unfortunately flattered ino the belief, that she jg
at the head of her profession, when, in fact, she ig only
One amongst our second-raie actresses, and much less
than any of our second-rate actresses were twenty
years-ago.

She has no genius—her mind is neither powerful nor
- eriginal—and, without these advantages, no one cap be
great. 8he will find her level in London, and be reduced
to-the walking ladies, ~ Her face, though very handsome,
has no variety—her €yes are exquisitely beauiiful, and,
on her entres, seem to light up the scene ; but they have
no mobility of expression——they are fixed stars—heaati-
ful, indeed, but unchanging-—lJovely, but soulless. |
 In private life, she ig modest, unassuming, and elegant
—in her attire she is peculiarly plain; so much 80, that
herself and sister might be mistaken for members of the

15 '
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Society of Friends—she is about the common size—~her
face is oval and handsome, peculiarly adapted for the
stage, as her features are powerful-—her hair is dark.
Her salary is, we are {old, ten guineas per week,
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} BETTY COMPARED WITH CHATTERTON.

From the Saunterer, « pm’::dimt paper, by Hrwsox
CLARKE, published at Cantbridge at the time when Betly
had allained the zenith of his popularity.

To Nature Master Betty is muchThdebted ,—his form is
elegant, his eye expressive, and his voice meledious,
Perhaps his countenance is too "Horid and vojuptuous,
To the gifts of Nature he has added the ornaments of art.
His actiion and elocution have heen improved by conti-
nyal practice and instruction, Upon the stage he can sel-
dom be detected in an awkward attitude or a false pro-
nunciation. fEvery sentence is uiered with tuneful har~
imony, and every motion performed with grace and ma-
Jesty. Mis transition from one pasgage to another, how-
ever rapid and abrupt, is edsy and digpified. Tears
succeed to smiles, and madness to sorrow, without suf-
fering the spectators to feel languor or disappointment,

It cannot be denied, however, that his performance is
too artificial and refined. He sometimes appears not to
feel the passion he endeavours to expresss The falls of
his voice are too frequent and unnatural ; he shows too
miich of stage deception. We do, indeed, admire the
ease of his attitudes, and the harmony of bis sentences,
hut we admire the player, not the hero. He has likewise
another very striking fault, which 1 know not how he
will eorrect—his voice is always the same, A good ace
tor should be able to assume a different voice in Hamiet,
Tancred, Douglas, and Richard. Master Betty had not
attained this excellence, After seeing him for the ninth
time we are at once wearied and delighted. | ‘

It has been asserted by a writer of respectable talents,
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of Betty, it must likewise be admitted of Garrick, of
Barry, and of Kemble. Nor does it-lessen the merit of
Master Betty ; for where shall we find another boy, who,
with equal instruction, can display equal excellence ?
Master Betty cannot be praised for performing what he
was never taught, but for profiting by the leszons he hag
received. If he do not possess that power which we dis-
tinguish by the name of genius, yet he possesses those ia-
lents which form the actor. . It is surely sufficiently won-
derful, thata boy of thirteen $ears of age can be instructed
to tread the stage with ease and intrepidity, and (o move
the horror or the pity of an audience. - C

It perhaps will not bé doing him an injustice to com-
pare him with a youthful prodigy of the eighteenthi cen
tury ; to one who, with superior genius, was condemned
1o waste his life in poverty and sorrow—to linger for a
while beneath the frotvn of insolence and pride, and to
pay by grief, indigence, and labour, for a literary immor-
tality. v -

To form the actor, are required elegance of form, me-
lody of veice, vivacity of the eye, and expression of the
countenance ; a mind observing and intelligent, formed
readily to receive impressions, and to retain them; a
memory retentive and capacieus, & conception rapid and
acute, " :

To form the poet, are required, as to form the actor,
acuteness and rapidity of conception, and retention and
capaciousness of memory. But to these must be added
an intimacy with the human heart, profundity of thonght,
and readiness of invention; that genius whichi creates,
that imagination which amplifies; a knowledee of nature
and of man, an acquaintance with science and with books.

The powers of Betiy were discovered when it was yét
€agy to mature them. Before he ventured 0 appear
upon the stage, his talents-had been improved by instru¢-
tion, and his efforts encouraged by praise. 1In the lap of
leisure, secure from the storms, of indigence, he was
never condemned to mourn over the pages of Shakspeare
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by the feeble gleamings of a midnight taper. He enjoyed
all that affection and indulgence could procure—a mind
exempted from pecuniary anxiety—a day unclopded by
the frown of insoience. _

Chatterton owed his improvement 1o his own geniuns
and fortitnde ; he had no praise to animate ; no care to
cherish; no guardian to protect, By him, excellence
was pursued in defiance of poverty, restraint, and incon-
venience. In the hours stelen from labour, and perhaps
from sorrow, he raised his own future immortality. The
most valuable of his productions were the offupring of
difficulty and distress: genius aldne enabled bhim to soar
above the clouds of ignorance, To example or insiruc-
tipn he owed nothing,

The superiority of natural powers must, therefore, with-
out hesiiation, be allowed to Chattgrton, If it be diffi-
cult to arrive at excellence, when.encouraged by leisure,
indulgence, and applause, what must be the genius of
him who can reach the magnificance of poetry amid
grief, poverty, and ignorance? Betty, in the arms of
leisure, was enabled to attend to the precepts of his
friends ; to correct the faults of vnegligence or habit; to
snatch new beauties, and to improve excellence. Chait-
terton, beneath the pressure of poverty, had neither oppor-
 tunity to correct, nor leisure to polish. He did not arrive
at excellence like Betty, by gradual improvement, but
appeared at once in perfect Justre. Betty may he com-
pared to the rising sun, which ascends slowly to its zenith
——Chatterton to the rising sun, which disperses the clouds
that obscure its radiance, and bursts upon the sight with
meridian splendour. All that astonishes in the works of
Chatierton was his own creation—all that pleases in the
performance of Master Betty, has begn acquired by un-
wearied aitention. The genins of Chatterton conguered
-difficulty——the talenis of Betty equalied his ingtruction.
Chatterton is the child of Nature—Betty the pupil of art.
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ployed in proportion to the number of advantages he pos-
sessed.  Chatterton, under the impression of fear and
anxiety, attained a considerable smoothness of versifica-
tion. Master Betty, in the lap of security and indul.
geuce, attained propriety of accent and emphasis, ease of
motion, and grace of attitude. Ut |

The superiority of Chatterton will be somewhat dimi-
nished by the difference of age, Masfer Betty appeared
to the world before be was twelve years of age—Chat-
terton, when he was fifteen.s This difference, however,
will not appear cousiderable, when it is remembered that
Chatterton had but two hoéurs a day in which he could
employ his pen. His manuscript must- have heeg a con-
siderable time beneath his hands, and opportunity could
not allow him to make much correction, But there is a
uore important consideration, A boy at any age, if he
have every other requésite, will be able o express the
passions by his veice and countenance ; but the words of
a language, after evgry other requisite is acquired, must
be gained by observation. The player, it is true, must
feel ihe words he pronounces; bat there is a very mate-
rial difference between this knowledge and that which is
necessary to apply them. Every school-boy can read
Virgil, but how many will be foumd that can put a trans-
lated sentence of the FEneid into its original language ?
It is more extraerdinary, if every other circumstance had
been equal, that Chatterton should have written The Bat-
tle of Hastings, at sixteen, than that Master Beity, at
twelve, should have played Douglas. |

The rewards which Chatierton and Betty have respecs
tively received, are like the circumstances under which
they attained excellence. N

Betty rose at’once to fame and affluence. He was
never condemned to feel the stings of insult and of want,
to strive against poverty, or to bow to insclence and
pride, His talents were, at the same time, admired and
rewarded. He found himself, at the age of fourteen, the-
possessor of a fortune fully adequate to all the elegan-

*
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cies of life; the companion and the faveurite of the
great—the wonder and the idol of .the vulgars for him
no honour was thought teo high; no reward too liberal ;
even the voice of censure was employed in vain, or, if
heard, was heard without attention.

To Chalterton, the voice of praise and the smiles of
fortune were equally unknown., He had no wealth to
_purchase enjoymenf—no name to command aitention.
To him the ephemerie of fashion were the insulters of
ypoverty, and the mockers of disftess. Hope never
brightened his prospecis—no friend to genius ever light-
ened his labours. He did not languish away his youth, in
the possession of pleasure, elegance, or comfort.
penny tar was to him a luzury. He lived in misery, and
died by poison !

LLOYD’S BOOKS,—DRURY DOCK.,

- Admiral Price, formerly an Amerietain trader, has ex-
perieficed, in common with his whole force, a variety of
wweather. Some smooth sailing was followed up by keen
breezes, in which they made way famously. After this,
a dead calm emsued; and the Admiral declares, that if
a breeze does not take pIaﬂ:e, he must end his days in the
flest. A general examination of the vessels in the dock
has taken place. A great number are found not sea-
worthy—many of the best vessels, oo, are astray., The
following is the present state of the efectual force 1—

The Thunder, 74 guns, Capt. Dowton, hoisting the blood-
red flag; considered now as most fit for a fire-ship.

The Lovely, 80 guns, Commander W, West, absuent,
The mate now supplies the captain’s p_lace-:—-—yeﬂ:z flag
afloat—been damaged in squalls lately, and suffered con-
giderably in the late breezes, - |

The Crazy, lost her guns, Capt."Pepe; totally unfit for.
service ; the wind whistling tHrough her portholes.

The Sturdy, Capt. Powcll, Dutch built, and very old.
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The Fairy, a frigate of 36 guns, Capt, E. Tree ; a very
Jight and fast sailer, showy figure-head.

The Braten, 10 guns, Capt. Archer, copper-bottomed-§
‘carries an enormous speaking-trumpet, and acts as a com-
munication boat. .

The Syven, 99 guns, Capt. Stephens, ahuu to retire
fromm service.

The pfndthrzﬂ 60 guns, Capt, Wallack; afaﬂt Eﬂlllﬂg
vessel, carrying too much canvas; lately been baied.

The Grag, 00 guns, Capt. Elliston ;3 completely wreck=-
ed in the Straits of Speculatmu The captain got off ;
with a wreiched crew is endeavouring to make Fort Sur-
rey; has no pilot aboard, .

The Perseverance, 30 guns, Capt. Cooper ; lately ar«
rived 3 having parted company with Capt, Kemble, of
the Shum-shap sloop.

The Pubious, 50 E:I]I.'IE, Capt. M¢Gihbon ; has becn seen
and spoken to twice, but it is doubtful whether she will
ever make this port.

The Changeable, Commander Brown, ThlE is a Liver-
pool trader, loaded with usefill commodities to the Loa-
don market.

The Griper, 30 guns, Capt. Munden 5 laid upm ﬂl'ﬂll]&l‘}".

The Hunks, Capt. Gattie 3 lpaky.

The Butterfly, 60 guns, Capt. Harley,

The Collier, Cornmander Edwin 3 out of repair, nofhing
on hoard, |

Dutch Skipper, Commander Miss Barnett. -

Life Boaf, Corswain E. Kean ; who, although a very
able seaman, retarded his promotion by neglect of duty,
¢ a late occasion, when, as it is stated, through his in-.
altention, a vessel sunk, He belongs to The Genius,
1000 puns, now in a very had state, always leaky. By
advices from Capt. Wallack, it appears she is damagedd
in her store room. |

The Cecilin, 100 guns, Capt. Lennox, alias Paton ; de-
serted from the cnemy, in consequence of some of thc’
viticers not obeying orders,
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The Fanny, 100 guns, Capt. ¥. Kelly; bound to Heart -
Straits. .

The Simpson, 50 guns, Capt. Terry, missing ; lasi seen
in company with Commodore Yates, on a French smug-
gling cruisg ; -and expects shortly to be benefiting by the
Cheltenham +waters. |

- -Ironsides, a Carron-side boat, Commander Thompson ;
uncommonly large bowsprit, but necither rudder nor
_compass. | | .

Ships out of fighting condition.—Zhe Teazer, Mrs. Har-
lowe, haw presented a broad side occasionally, but withno
effact. The late commander wished to turn ber into a

- tender—-deemed imposuible. The Hibernia, 70 guns, Capt.
¥, Cooke ; out of repair, and only sails now in the Ger-
man Qcean.  The Gong, 30 guns, Capt. G. Smith ; got ot
at. sea, and lost her soundings; still useful with a good
pilot. The Charming, 90 guns, commanded by Capt, Da-~
vison ; fine sailer still, but her rigging rather the worse
for wear, and figure-head a little faded.

Several smacks, sloops, cock-boats, luggers, &c. &c.,
siommanded by Noble, Byrne, and the corps de ballet.

Ship-carpenter, Mr. Winston.

¥

DRAMATIC NEWS OF THE DAY,

ErListoN has taken the Surrey, It is now eighteen
years since we remember his first enfreé, in St. George’s
¥ields—the popular, the mdmired Aranzg—ihe single
Singles, 'What be was, and what he is, are yery dif‘erent
things. Then, all he did was admired-—fame and fortune
waited npon him—and he was an 4tlas to whatever world

bo aitempied to support—it was sufficient to put Ais.
name 1M tha hilla and crnsrde o e oo .. LY. 3. -mT
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happy to see him, to appland ‘him once more, With all
his faults, he has been ill.used by the Committee—ithe
precious ggsociation of gentlemen, who know nothing, and
will not be taught. Let the late Lessee of Drury beware
who he epgages—let him turn to the provincgs—mnot to
the mindfs. There are many great agtors ke might en-
sure, and thus make the Surrey a powerful rival to the
mynl theatres., Will he do this? But we shall pot pre-
judge him., We shall speak of hlﬁ‘r for the future by his,
present, not his past, conduect.

. . * e ] . o a.-
_ WEST LONDON THEATRE,

We promisdd Mr. H. BEVERLEY a notice. We have.
seen his Dristram Seppy; it is inimitable. More mercu-
rial] than Liston, he is decidedly more amusing; and,
if he has less of the stultified expression, he has more uf’
the drollery of motion.. Farce-acting has only one crite-
rion-~laughter-—atid that H. BEVERLEY ‘excites in an
equel degree with his bepraised contempotary.

Hunson (who figored at the Mansjon-house, where he
applied for protection againsi those who.pirated his comic
songs) appears at this theatre, with Morean, the Irish
singer, on Tueadaly next, for the benefit of Mr. REDE.
We shall certainly go and see the author of The. Bngsmeaf
Man, Parsun $ CIerk, and Luw, in public.
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HENRY KEMBI.E. |

['Qf the L‘ﬂﬁurj Thmtﬂ.,h-
* | ' L] - .- . .
'Tell him his pramis have been too bpad tobear with.--+Hamiet.
. ) | -.1-‘?-.:.“\. ! - |

- Covrrs gain a name, ere they deserve it, from the cele-
- brity of their dams. Smolensko’s déscendants came upon
the course prejudged to win—the #ame of the father was
- a warranty of the powers of his répresentative. If this
be good reasoning at Nﬂwmarket, 1p 18 false argument at
-the Haymarket ; and, though a redsonable theory at As-
cot and Epsom, i8 a failacious one al Covent-garden and
Drury.lane. The subject of this Mcmoir stood precisely
-in the predicament of one of these colts of famous pedi-
gree, when he first sought metropolitan favour. With
John and Charies Kemble for his uncjes—Mrs. Siddons,
his auni-—his mother, an admirable actress-—and his father,
- a-performer of great judgment at least,—it was warmly
‘anticipated that ke wonld inberit the talent of the family,
But genius is not hereditary; and it should seem the
Justice of Nature, that the descendants of men of genius
-are dull ; lest one race should tax Providence with &
.peculiar dispensation of its blessings to a favoured few,
‘to the exclusion of the majority,
- Mr. Hexry KEMBLE was born under circumstances
that might sugur that the drama marked him for her
own ; for, op the 15th Sept. 1789, his mother was taken
-il, whilst performing Queen Margaret, in The Battle of
Hexham. She was instantly conveyed tu her bouse, in

NEw SERIES, Vor. 1,—90. . -
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Villiers-street, and, in a few moments, she gave birth to
our hero. -

H. KewbLe waseducated at Winchester ; where, having
gone through the regular routine of scheol practice, he
was entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, to study, as
it was hoped, for the baror the church.  His incBuations,
however, naturally enough, were fixed upon the stnge
and, after remaining two years at the University, he left
Euclid and the classics for e sock and buskin. He

commenced his theatrical career at Whitehaven, in Com~™"

berland, under the management of his father, in the cha-

racter of Frank Heartall, in Cherry’s comedy of The Sol- -

dier’s Daughter. He acted some time under tht eye of
his father, in several of the northern towns. There Mr.
Henry KEMBLE was tolerated, as sans of managers
usnally are; but it soon became evident, that he pos-

sessed no genius for the profession he had chosen ; and his _.

mother, in particular, expressed her conviction of the

nutility of his pursuing the stage. It was not in this,

alone, that Mr. Hexnrv KEMBLE and his mamma thought
differently 5 for there was in the company—(twenty to

one, reader, you have guessed what were about to say)

——Well, then—there was Miss Freize, a very beautiful

and charming woman. Poor Harrv was no longer mas-

ter of himself—Love had sivlen not only his §pirits, bhut

his memory ; and the promptor’s duty became, in conse=

quence, so heavy, that Mr, Stephen Kemble is reporied,

about this period, to have had a new one every month,

A sirange revolution, too, occurred in our hero’s notion

of characters. He, that a little while before scouted’
any thing beneath a first-rate part, now gladly performed

walking gentlemen, and singing lovers, (without the

music,) provided they involved the agreeabie duaty of
acting the lover to Miss Freize,

Our opinion of My, HENrRv K EMBLE’s taste on matters
in general, is certainly unfavourable to him ; but on one
subject he certainly evinced a Just discrimination. {n-
assuming in her manners—promising in her {alent-—lovely
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in her person—what a charming creature she was !'—all
love and yowih—ywith ber happy laughing eye, that look-
ed as if care could never dim it—her warm and brighten-
ing smile, which Sorrow itself might pause to throw a
shade npon. Nor, to_speak impartially, can we blame
the lady,%hen we say, that she turned no cold attention
to his suit. Harry KemBLE was then a fine handsome
youth, of a fervent, generous disposition—rather erratic
in his flights, perhaps, but a gentleman in his manners,
and a schofar. We shudder, as we see the ravages that
sixiecn years have made upon that form, How truly may

he sey, with the poet—
“ Non snm gualis eram.” .

We find the locks, indeed, fiying from our temples; but,
when we view the snow that waves over his, we calmiy
reflect on what years and cares hav€ accomplished in the
one cagce, and dissipation in the other.
Mr, Hexnry KEMBLE was not of a®mind to be content-
ed with |
“ $tolen walks on moeonlight giades ;»

- . :
and, finding that his parents were averse fo his marrying
for any thing but gold, he took the approved method of
*“ marrying first, and asking their consent afterwards.’’

Great wasg the confusion caused by this event. The
bride and bridegroom were discharged from the com-
pasy, and threats of eternal veugeance uttered against
the lady, her relaiives, friends, acquainiances, aiders,
abeitors, and well-wishers,

- What right parents have to interfere with the most im-
portant step in the lives of their offsprings, we never could
discover. In this, liberty is even left to the slave.. Half /
the misery, and more than balf the vice, that disgraces
and degrades our unlappy country, weuld he spared, if
women were not tutored, by mothers, to sell their hands,

N . B



]43 NDRAMATIC BIOGRAPHY.

of a wealthy wife, without regard to feeling, hnnnur, oF
passion.

Mr. Stephen Kemble at length relented, and t{mk the
¢ erring pair’’ inte favour ; and Mrs. Kemble was, after
a considerable time, content to forgive, in some degree,
the enormity of two beings, who toved fach other dnecoming
united.

When Mr. KemeLE’s father declined managemeént, our
hero went to Mazfield, Kelly, and Collins’s circuit; and
at Southampton, Portsmouth, &c¢,, delighted the natives,
From thence, he was engaged by Mr. F, Palmer, for
Bath and’ Bristol, and appeared at the latter town as
Bertram.

Those facetions persnns whoe write what are termed
biographical sketches for magazinesy always record that
their heroes were immense favourites in all the provincial
. towns wherein they-enacted ; now, as we differ from
these gentry in one particular; 7. ¢. that we tell thegruth,
and that they do not, we shall lay before our readers one
or two notices from the critigues of the day. One of
which is far superior to what provincigl criiicisms gene-
rally are. ~

Of his Daran, a Bath paper speaks thus :—=¢ It is not
of Iate that we have seen The Erxile played well 3 nor do
wo remember ever to have seen a Daren that pleased us
perfectly, and Mr, H. KemsLe’s pleased us as little as.
any we have seen. One common fault pervades this pers
former’s acting, which is alon¢ sufficient to annihilate the
aspirations of the brighiest genius—he is (0o boisterouss.
by which we would be understood to mean, that his ani-
mation is frequently destitute of discretion, and that, at
such times, he does not exhibit the simultaneous confor-
mity of action and uiterance, by which only passion can
be indicated and defined. In Daran, he was neither
brilliant ner tender 3 nor did he present us with that ap-

h‘l“ﬁ!'l'h‘:r.l"":.nﬂ ﬂ{" MR ETR LR "R TS v “"h':f":l'l T=RT &% hﬂ.ﬂﬂ nlun:'un hﬂﬂ“
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‘nately forgotien, which protected him, of course; against
half our censure; Iet me, therefore, merely record, that-
the audience gaped instead of hissing, and honoured this
performance with peals of .derision, although entitled to
shouts of disgust.” -, . <« . - o .
-~ At Bat?n; Mrs. I{ﬁmhle. occasionally’ performed; and
the follpwing notice of her appearance, will sufficiently
prove the estimation he was held in —* Mrs, H. Kem-.
ble re-appeared, as dgnes, in The Mountaineers, on
Tuesday, March 4, for the benefit of her husband, who
attempted Octavian, and Three-finger’d Jack, in the pan-
tomime of 0bli. The house was very thinly attended ;
and, if the charges were exacted, Mr. H. KemMBLE must .
have been a loser of, at leaat, £25-—a pretty fine for the
indelgence of incapality and presnmption,”” . o
It was our hero’s fortune to be the son of Stephen
Kemble, and it was Stephen Kemble’s fortume to be
called#ipon to take the office of stage-manager of Drury-
lane theatre, No souner was the gr#it Fualstaff installed
in office, than he advocated the engagement of his son;
and, in doing so, he neither acted like an honest man or
a good father. He thrust upon the committee a bad
actor—and this was a dishonest act. He exposed his
80n, and placed him in a situation he could not sustajin—
and this was unparental. Drury-lane theatre opened on
Saturday, 12th Sept. 1818, with Romeo and Juliet ; the
heroine by a Mrs. MKenzie, (formerly Miss Moody, and' |
well known in' the provinces,) and the hero by Mr. H,
KemeLE. Two of the most decided failures it was ever
our misfortune to behold, yet received by the discrimi.
nafing public with the loudest testimonies of delight,
Harry’s roaring, in the banishment scene, we nevey shall
forget. S is reported to have said, that 'I{LMBLE
** had promised to let his Bath friends hear 3’ and, though -
we do not mean to assert, that his tones could have been
audible in Somersetshire, yet are we convinced, that all -
Brydges-sireet and its vicinity must have heen aware,
" through his medium, that they were in Act I1I,S¢cene 11X,
| _ ‘ & 8 .
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Dustmen stopped their "ears, in the galleriesy and we
shall never forget the exclamation of g punchy gentle-
man in that region. He sat in silent astonishment doring
the “ row,” (we choose this inelegant though expressive
term,) and, when it was over, said, it a.tone of admira-
uon and amazement, “ Waar s woier™ .° -

Mr, KEMBLE continued at Drary, playing Carlos, Biron,
Douglas, Macduff, Burnwell, &e¢. &e. In conjunction with
his father, he preduced Zhe Beatile of Flodden Ficld, a -
version of Marmiion ; and which our hero aflerwards
alteved for the Coburg, where it was pilayed under the
title of The Nun of St. Hilda’s Cave. e |

1t was soon discovered that Drury was'not an arena
for the display of Mr. H. KewBLr' powers. The com.
mittee came to the determination of fetting him roar ag
seldom as possible, |
- Tedious it were 5 tell, and harsh to hear, of the per-
petrations of Mr. KExBLE at this theatre. We pass if,
then, at once ; and zhall here Just remark, that, at this
period, his wife made a very successful depogr at the En-
glish Opera<house, as Polly, in L'he Beggar’s Opera.

Mr. KEMBLE, at length, resolved to devote his energies
to theé minors; and lannched at once into Surrey. The
Coburg, Astley’s, (he Surrey, now alteérnately received
him ; and here he plaved all the Zoud parts, Z, e. the
tyrants, and occasionally treated the public with some
attempts ai low comedy—a line which we Kad forgotten
lo state, that he had ocomsionally assumed, when in his
faiher’s company, He was alternately the rival to or
coadjutor with Huntley 3 and when Glossop took the East
Londor, entightened that theatre with hig presence. ¥

Before proceeding to our summary of what our present
hero is, voe shall lay before our readers some extracts from
- asketch of him, in an ohscure publication, published two
" years since. We fear the remarks are too true, to bhe
decmed severe, ' o o
. ** H. KemBLE has, from year 1o year, become lameni-
- ably degraded in the scale of actors, Wheu he first A=
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peared at Drury-lane, he certainly was not taken for a
¢ fery Mars’—nor could it be advasced, that he had
one gualification for the characters he was thrust on for,
H. KEmBLE was looked upon, as Mr. Mason is now con-
sidered—a person who, by the accident of- good connex-
ions, wa® placed .before the public, without one jot of
talent ; possessed of nothing but a name, from which he
borrowed every thing, without returning any thing ;—he
was a speculator on the titde of Kemble, as Mr. Mason is
- at present: he was received in déference to his family.
At his departure from Drury-lane, be seemed to think'
that ali fanuly associations would but impede his progress
to the npmmns of Surrey and Coburg critics ; be there-
fore made a school for himselif—was speedily identified
with the rant, the rhodomontade, and the vulgar and dis-
graceful squabbles which the mismanagement of the Sur-
rey rendered so prolific,  We heareH, KEMBLE is a gen-
tleman of education ; from whatever causes he embarked
in the minor drama, it would have well accorded with his
education and name, to have cultivated that drama—io
have forwarded its respectability and moral enlighten-
ment. Instead of this, Mr. H. KeMBLE falls into the
common rapks with Messrs, Hobbs, Cartlitch, and such
worthies, who may be very ¢ jolly dogs,”” but wholly
innocent of education or gentility. We have now traced
- Mr. KeMBLE to the fnnﬁng which ha himself has chesen,
. and must speak of him in the language of his own adop-
tien. ! |
- ¢ As a miner nctur, qu-l KeEMBLE possesses the
- strongest lungs and weakest judgment, with any per-
former in his station ; all his efforts are to make passion,
, fﬂeling, scorn, every motive and every sensation, subser-
- vient to sound-—to make the windpipe the only commu-
. nication 1o the heart ;-—we regard his opened mouth and
~ a distended bagpipe with equal horror. When this actor
attempts quiet sentiment, his words fall as if from the -
lips of a drunkard, when languagu is broken by hiccups ;
 when he makes love, it is in the half-vulgar, half-buckish
: : K 4

e S
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tone of an énamoured hutkster. He has neither grace,
passion, nor feeling; but he proffers in iheir stead a
nautical swagger, extended mouth, and a seund like the
rippings of a hundred yards of linen. We luok upon
Harrnvy KEMBLE'S tliroat to he the cave of Eolus in model
——wind is its only inhabitant ; and if any@mg «ﬂe in the
brain, it is refused porterage.”’ -

Mr H. KevsrLE joined the minor theatrical Eﬁl&bhﬁh-
ments at a period when they were in their zenith of popu-
larity and prosperity-——when the patent theatres looked
- with a jaundiced eye at the rapid sirides they were
mghtly making in the estimation of the town, We shall
not pause to state, what he might have done for the minor

stage, at any length; suffice it to say, that it was then in
~ his power to raise it to a rank it will now never attain.
His name, his youth, his education—all fitted him for the
task. At Astley’s,the Coburg, and the Surrey, Mr,
KeMBLE enjoyed excellent salaries, the leading charac-
ters, and was aggraggdized by his name being placed in
large letters in the play-bills. He was received by the
galleries with the loudest acclamations, the moment hé
- appeared 5 and he signified his gratitude, by shouting
through his part with all the strength and energy that
Nature wouild allow. And, hnwever false his style might
have been, and that it was false, we need no ghost to ieil
us, yet there appeared an effort to please—a disposition
to do what he could, as well as he could.
+ 8o far we are content todet him escape our censuree—

but he could not pause theré, As if stamping in sawdust,
~and uttering the execrable trash of Milner and Amherst,
- were not enough—as if the name of Kemble was not suf-
fieiently polluted by his association with the lowest refuse
~of the drama—NMr, KEMBLE mnst add his personal assist-
ance——he must not only act with Richardson’s troops, bat
he must smoke and drink with them—roar and revel with
" them——and stagger, unshaven, through the public streets,
- with fellows wilhout education, talent, or character, He
can advance nothing to extenuate this conduct. He is
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happy in his home-—blest in his family—loving and be-
loved by his wife. With these resources of enjoyment,
be sinks to the lowest gratifications, Let him not tell us

of bis disappointed spirit. - What right had he even to hnpe

for the s‘lcce? he has met with ?—Eaccess, for which he is

indebted to Ins ap’]pellatmn, not his talent——to the powers”
of lus relatives, and not to any relative powers of his’
own. 1f our hero be spirit-broken, it is the awakening
from a dream of inflated vanity-—nor can we pity a dis-

appointment, which flows from a hope he had wo preten-

$ions to cncourage, |
«. H. KEMBLE i3 not yet thlrt;,r-ewht 3*&&1*5 old, yet his

hair is as white as snosw—his brow furrowed—and he

says he cannot walk without the asgistance of a stick:

and this is a man who was naturally of a robust consti-

tution, and who possessed physicgl energies saperior to

those commonly allotted to mankind. Can he bear the

reflection of what he is, coupled 1rutll the remembrance of

what he was? And for what has K been thus reduced ?

For society, that he himself blushes to ackuowledge—

creatures, who cannot even speak their indigenous lan-

guage. Huntley held forth an awful ‘warning to our

bero, but he neglected it. -

. We cannot disiniss this subject, without ﬁndeamurmg

to0 awaken gur hero to. a sense of shame, 1i is not (oo

late—for his constitution might yet trivmph over all the .
assaults he has himself committed upon it. We have

heard, that, on a late eccasion, when he went to C, Kem-

ble, to arrange the terms on which he wonld engage at

Covent-garden, he visited his uncle in a state of intoxica-
tion. If this be true, advice . will be wasted upon him,

Mr. KEmBELE may deem us his enemies, for what we h:ure'
already said 3 but he must remember, owr. duty is to thé

public and the profession.  Men who disgrace it in any

way, shouid be themselves disgraced., Mr. KEMBLE has

yet physical advautages for his profession § and his know-

ledge of his art might enable him, in the absence of
goulus, to sustain a secondary station with respectability.

| K5




154 DRAMATIC BIOGRAPHY.

Let him attend to the following rules :~To study not
only the words, but the meaning of the characters he per=
sonates 3 and that not at rebearsals, or in the adjacent
public-houses, but in his own closet. Whenever kis
Judgment tempts him to rant, let him bgsquieg,~let his
epphasis be deep, not loud—=let him chéck his love of
stamping, and remember, that success in acting depends
on the head, not the heel,

Of his private habits, we shall say no more, except to
bid him remember, that he was educated as a gentleman
~—by persisting in his present career, he will find a pre-
mature grave—his life will have excited neither friend-
ship nor respect—his death will be unpitied and unla-.
mented. To all this, we know our hero will reply—s<
do no positive harm, and am no one’s enemy bui my
own.” This mode of, reasoning, if reasoning it may he
termed, has been well answered by the observation, that
no being can be so isolated, as to become independent of
those around him. 18 parents, his children, his relatives,
his profession—all have interests—which are sacrificed
by his acts, If he cares not for his own existence, for
Heaven’s sake, let him care somewhat for the existence
of his reputation, -

~Elliston having taken the Surrey, will certainly rouse
the energies of the Coburgites ; and perhaps Mr, Kgy-
BLE may find i it an incentive to exertion. Nothing but
strenuous efforts on the part of the management, backed
by the warmest assistance of all the performers, can enable
that theatre to withstand the rivalry it has now to combat
with, Mr, Bennett, who is an ardent actor, will throw
our hero into the shade ; and, unless he entirely changes
his habits, he ¥rill even cease to be valuable at the Co-
barg. What state must that performer be in, who is de-
clared to be too bad for the minors? We will anticipate
better things, and shali be overjoyed to hail any Improve«
ment in Mr. KEMBLE’s acting,

1t is due to bim to state, that he is as notorious for being
a warm-hearted generous maun, as bhe is for peing a reck-
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less one. Whilst in the provinces, and when a member
of his father’s company, his interest was always exerted
to serve others—to forward their views, not to mar them ;
and few men ever passed the ordeal of a country circuit,
as ‘“ manager’s son and Ieading comédian,’” with so much
approbathyn. .#p to the present hour, his name is asso-
ciated with many acts of kindness, trifling in detail, though
_great in the aggregate; for benevolence must be re-
corded with refgrence to the power of the giver, not the
value of the gift. * Such a man,” say some would-be-
philanthropists, ¢ should disarm criticism ;** and many of
our Correspondents favour us with similar observations ;
but-the heart must not be allowed to protect the head,

Nor‘are we to admire the Richard of Mr. Claremont, be-
cause he pays his rent, and uses his washerwoman well——-
neither are we to gloss aver evil habits, when we bestow
our praises upon good feelings. OWr duty is to describe
those of whom we write, as they are—neither to attack
with undeserved censure, or wrong éheir contemporaries,
by the bestowal of unmerited approbation. That H.
KeMBLE has qualities of a high order, as a man, we
cheerfully acknowledge—that he is a man of education,
we admit—we war only with his habits, and his indif-
ference to his moral and professional reputation.

Mr, H, KemBLE is about five feet eleven inches in
height ;3 his face i3 expressive, but has not so much of the
family contour as has been stated ; his eye is peculiarly
expressive.
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EDITORIAL MISERIRE,

I DARE say that there are fow amateurs or incipient
professors of literature, who do not think that the Editor
of a Magazine is the most comfortable workman in the
craft. He is not subject to the rejections and mortifica-
tions which sometimes fall to the lot of Jess potential per-
soms, and has the power of patronising his friends and
annoying his enemies just as much as he pleases. AN
this Is very true ; but, to my sorrow, I must dispuie the
inference. 1 was once, in a dark hour of my fate, in-
duced to become the%ord of one of these great creations
myself 3 and, thongh X was deposed immediately after
the publication of gy first number, I obtained quite
enough experience to turn pale at the sight of a proof-
sheet ever after. 1 set to work with the determination of
being popular, and encountered the cares and fatigues of
unriddling hieroglyphic manuscripts, and patching up
broken sentences, with the constancy of a literary mara
tyr. I hunted in holes and corpers for genius in obsen-
rity, that T might display it to the noon-day; and I feiy
my heart warm at the gratitude with which I was about
to be rewarded. I reviewed new publications, paint=
ings, and performances éf all descriptions, with the ten-
derness of a parent to the first pledges of his fondness; [
was on both sides in politiss ; and I never received a
commnunication from the veriest ass, which was not at-
tended to as punctually as a love-letter. Ope would
have thought that, with so many clatims to universal good-
will, 1 could not fai} of obtaining it. Alas! after fidget-
ting and fevering myself to a skeleton, I discovered that

folks of my calling are something in the predicament of
hnrlﬂﬂ-r‘rlﬂ@ ez L - . - - .
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bark they muke, but mistrusted and vilified even when
they fawn for favour. Before I was in power, 1 was
considered a good sort of person enough, and had as many
friends as most people, T comd walk the streets without
thought of danger, and go about my business without fear
of criticisMs Tti'one brief quarter of a year 1 have out-
fallen the fall of Phaeton. 1 have not ouly made no new
friedds, but have lost all my old ones. T cannot show my
face without being hooted like an owl by daylight; and
shall never again put pen to paper, without seeing each
miserable sentence drawn and guartered, and hung up to
public view, as the remnants of the malefactor who pre-
suwmed to lord -it over his betters, Expostulation is out
of the question. A blockhead, who has undergone the
seratching out of a sentence, is as impatient as thovgh it ,
had been lis eye ; a manuscript which Has been returned,
i+ morally certain of becoming wadcﬁng for a pistel; and
I look upon all the obligations which I have conferred as
so many thunderbolts, which are destined to crack my
ex-editorial crown. In addition to all these grievous
circumstances, the numerous assurances which I have
received of the fallibility of my judgment,have altogether
destroyed the confidence which ¥ used formerly to repose
in it.” I feel shy of bazarding an opinion upon the merest
trifle, for- fear it should he disputed. My taste, vision,
and hearing, seem totally different from those of other
people ; and had I not materials to prove what T have
here advanced, I douht very much whether I should
have ventured {o say a word upon the subjeet, Fortu-
nately, when 1 commenced my editorial functions, X
bought a huge band-box to M1d contributions. The fa-
vonrs of my friends soon crammed it to splitting; but
when store-honses of this kind come to be threshbd out
and winnowed, it is astonishing what a cloud of chaff is
produced for every particle of sslid grain. My svhole
treasury was expended in my one campaign, and I set
about filling my box (which has been the very box of

" Pandora in every thing save the article of Ilope) with the
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first fruigs of it. It is now, if possible, fuller than it was
before; and if the reader likes the samples I am about
to give him, I will feast him as long as he has an appe-
tite, The first morceau Thave laid my hand vpon is from
& gentleman to whom I wrote—:* The Editor of the
Magazine presents hig compliments to Mr, s=—-—, and
begs to offer his best thanks for the perusal of his Essay
on Paihos, which he regrets exceedingly his great supply
of that article obliges him to return,’’ -
The reply to this polite billet is as follows ;e

“ 8ir,—1 am extremely glad to have my Patkos again,
as it was only sent for the support of a Magazine which
has no chance of succeeding by its wit. At the same
time I most inform you, that it was a matter of Some coi-
- descension for a person so well known as myself, (in pri-
vate circles,} to snbwit my weorks to the Judgmeat of one,
who is only likely to be conspicuous from his incapacity
lo appreciate them, My friends, upon whose taste T can
fully rely, are of opinion that my Essay on Pathos has
great power; for it was read before them a month ago,
and they have been dull ever since. This, however, is
not said that you may send for it back; and I think it
right to inform you, that I shall listen to no future solici.
tations to write for the Magazine ; and remain,
Sir, yours, &c. &c.” -

One would have thought that the indignation of this
lover of dullness, with whom I had the misfortune to feel
so little sympathy, would at any rate have been counter-
balanced by the kind words of those whose effusions I had
printed in preference. But no such thing. The same
post brought the following from a young beginner, who
had entreated that I wuulll?du Him the favour of cutting
down and altering his papers as I thought best; apd ¥
vow that, in my fatherly anxiety for his reputation, I
spent more time upou them than I did upon my own,

¢ Dear Sir,—Pray be kind enough to inform me which
are my articles in your last number, for they are so ajterw
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ed that I do not recognise them. 1 have no doubt that
they are a great deal the befter for it, and am exces-
sively obliged to you, and extremely sorry that it will pot
be in my power to forward any morc contributions.
Please to beg your publisher b send me his account, as
I am going to take in &nother Magazine-——and believe
me, dear Sir, truly yours, ¢ R

The next liitle note was left at my publisher’s, with
an article ¢ to he_cuntinued," which would have filled a
decent-sized folio volume.

¢ $ir,—I have left the accompanying paper for your
perusal, and shall be obliged by an answer respecting its
admissibility into your Magazine, by to-morrow morn-
ing, Yours, &c.”’

The next day 1 received another billet, to inform me.
that my reply was of extreme consequence, and that, in
fact, the avthor did not understand such unwarrantable
delays, On the third day I reterned the MS, with a po-
lite note, expressive of my sorrow at #y total inability to
get through it in less than a month-—which drew forth the
euhjoined.

‘¢ 8ir.—You have done me a most serious injury, Had
you returned my MS in due time, I could have disposed
of it to a publisher, who has now had leisure to change
his mind. I am deiermined upon having ample repara-
tion; and, if I do not hear from you by return of post,
shall most undeubtedly place the affair in the hands of
my lawyer, I remain, &c¢.”’ |

Thiz, I believe, cannot fail of being thought a litde
unreasonable 3 but, if so, what will be said of the next,
which was written by a son of gpollo, whom I had landed
out of pure friendship to his calling. “

¢¢ Sir,—-I have just seen in your Magazine a review of
my poem, which vou clearly do pot understand, and of
which vou have materially injuredwthe sale, by mislead-
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fact, it is pathetic, People are tired of the sublime, and
the eomparison with Miltog Is ruination to me. I will
defy you, or any one else, (o find a single passage which
wight he mistaken for Milton’s, You eall it harmonioags,
when it is meant o be abrupt and impassioned through-
out.  You call the conclusjon to the storygmoral and
edifying, when nothing can be more. the Teverse, In
short, you have played the deuce with all s greatest

beanties s and the consequence is, that nobedy will read it,
‘“* My friend, Mr, ——, the artisty -is with me, and -
begs that You will not wention his pictare again, haviag

put bhim to great inconvenicnce in contradiciing all that

you have satd." Tt is not like Claude, or Nature, or any
thing else, but is entirely original. The colouring is upon .

anew priaciple, and is not transparent, but opake through-
out, The figures are not well drawn, but are touched
off with a graceful negligence, and, instead of an evene
ing scene, it is intended 1o be sun-rise,

- “ I remain, &ec. .

_ .
My next epistle is from a young spark, who was vne of

H_

five huudred recommendations which came pouring in

from my friends in al) parts of the gtobe. The youth was
described as the yunger son of a country squire, a fine
Young wan, who was thoight by his mother to possess
grear talents, which, of course, I should have ahundant
pleasure and advantage in bringing forwurd. He had
Reéver, it appeared, scribbietl a line in his life, and was
sent to me, like a block fresh from the imbereyvard, to be

hewn which way I pleased. What could I say in such g

case? | asked him ¢o- dinner, and told him that would
apply to him when I had oceasion, In a fortnight after,
came the cursed twopennwpostman with—

“ Dear Sir T have heen watting impatiently to hear

from you, according to promise, being anxious to set o

work, Ihave been staving all this (ime at an hotel, doing
nothing, and at a great expense, upon the score of the
Magazine, and my friends iu the ceuniry are anxious to

y
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see some of my works. Pray Iet me know what I am to
write, for it is all one {o me, by return of post, and be-
lieve me, &e.? - "

I wrote immediately, and regretted exceedingly that I
had been the means of detaining him in_Loadon, assuring
hitn at the same time that the press of matter would not
. possibly permit me to avail myseif of his talents for some -
‘months at least: - Jn about ten minutes came the follow-

ing answer—

- % 8ir,—This is what I won’t stand, I have been stay-
.ing in London at your particular desire, dnd now I’m 1o
~be told you don’t want me. I shali send you my hill ag
-the hotel, as soon as it is made vut, and if you don’t pay
ity Ul see the reason why. Yours, &c.” | | |

The -foregoing are n mere tastc of my treasures, I
have compiaints, and revilings, and expostulations, and-
challenges, and all sorts of entertainigg things, on cvery
subject and in every style imaginable 5 but what I have
-already given is quite enough {0 maintain my opinion of
‘editorial eomfort, T will only add one communication
from my puhblisher, by way of a climax. -
¢ BTy dear Sir,—Here is the devil to pay! Itis abso-
lutely necessary that you should give up the editorship
-of the Magazine. 1 am aware that no one else can pos~
sibly condudt it so well, bu® the: hue and cry which is
raised against you by our correspondents, and the conse-
quent falling off in our sale, are not to be withstood.
;Pra:,r see the reason of this, and give me the pleasure of
your company at dinrer on- Sunday, to meet a party of
your predecessors, who have each in turn been unfortuy
nate enough 1o give similar dissatisfaction. Believe m ;
very truly, yours, .
¢ P.8, You had better not come to me on a week-day,
as there are several persons waiting for you in the shop,
who had better not be suffered to ealch you ? -
v
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SURREY THEATRE.,

““ Tuings done in a hurry,”” says the adage, * canuot
be done well.”” This probably applies peculiarly to the
hasty collection of a company, Mr, ErLisTan only en-
gaged his performers for a week ; and, of course, made
up his mind to having a weak company. A facetious
manager, now in a higher station, when rebuked for leav-
ing an underling to engage persous for him, said, « I
lenve scnurmg#hﬂ provinees 1o those whose province it is
te scour.’ ﬂq_r lute Lessee has, perhaps, heen forced to
do the same. Messrs. AsBURY and Kirk are gentlemen
of the skeleton make, and likely "o remain long upon the
‘boards, maugre their short engagement. Mr. W. Hawz,
who was ‘¢ the beauty™’ of this theatre some twenty vears
since, now devotes‘his talents to the old men ; and a Mr.
FLYNN, who we remember at Hastings, is doing the light
low comedy; a M~. RusseLL, from Exeter, is doing some
serious business, beside Mr. H. KEMBLE, from the Co-
burg ;—Mrs, HaLL {a daughter of Mrs. Harlowe, we be-
Lieve) and Miss ScorT, with the only Meg Merrilies, form
the effective female force. Whilst in aid of each ¢ ‘great
unknown”’ we have named, W. West, YARDLEY, Buck-
- INGHAM, and ELvListoxn himself, appear. 'We cannot com-
pliment Mr. Yarorey, whom we used to think a bass
singer, upon.his country boys. And,really, the prompter’s
duiy appeared to us to be marvellously heavy: he has a
clear harmonious voice: and we inform him, for his satis-
faction, that he was perfectly audible in every part of
the house. It would have been prudent, perhaps, to*
have delayed the opening until a more eguable-company
could have been obtained, and a little more time assigned .
to the gentlemen for the acquirement of the words of
their various characters. However, Mr. ErListoN has
‘“ dashed away ;”’ and, as yet, seems to have no reason
to repent his rashness. He was in high spirits, and played
the Singles delightfully., We heartily wish him successs
and shall be happy, as soon as convenient, to sce him in
‘“ better company.”
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. MISS JARMAN, .

- {or THE ;ugﬂmn-—ﬂumf.; cnv;ff-ﬁmuﬁ.)

e ——

. If to do, weére as &aay aq to know tohkat were good to do, chapels
had been churches, aind poor men’s gottages princes’ palaces,
L ' 5 Merchant of Venice.

A woman naturally horn to fears.«-«King Johin.

Mer years hat youug, but hey expericnce old,

- Her head wamellow’d, but hesi‘j ud%meat ripe. - |
: . - r ond. -
. Two Gentlemen of Ferona. .

* )

. GREAT actresses, like comets, appear only at intervals.
The secession of Mrs. Siddons, an event Harris was ens
deavouring to provide agninst,seven years previous to its
occurrence, left a dreary void, which Miss O’Neill filled.
Though nothing could be more dissimilar than the style of
these two great actresses, ihe ﬂﬂf&_\&as a worthy successor
to the other. Since Miss O’Neill$ retirement, various
candidates have been brought forward ; none of whom
have absolutely failed, and scarcely any pre-eminently
succeeded. In fact, a tragic actress, at the present
period, has much more to contend with than Miss O’ Neill
had. ' On the subject of the revolution in public taste, we
must refer our readers to cur Mewmoir of Miss Lacy,
No. 54, In addition to the difficulties therein enume-
rated, every present candidate has to contend with recol-
lections, not of Miss O’Neill only, bai of her great
predeécessor, Mrs. Siddons is green in our memories——
seen by us, when our fancies were the warmest, and when
New Series, VoL, 1.-—10, ‘ )
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we were most likely to receive impressions, and when fer
own talents were matured by years of practice. We saw
the sun setting, indeed, but setting in greater brightness
than it rose. It is-the misfortune of every young actress,.
that she does nof rememher Mrs, Siddons, and®* we do—she
has never had the benefit of th& lesson, by th# remem-
brance of which we condemn her. Miss O’ Neil] fastened
upon our affections in parts that Mrs.%iddons had not
assumed, for years ; and igwas not until gfier she had so
euﬂﬂed herself upon the town, that all her efforts met
commendation, that she attempied FPolumnia, &c., and
then she foiled. In Juliet and Belvidera, in which Londen
recoliected not her predecessor, she won all hearts, ' Miss
Lacy, Mrs. W. West, Mrs. Sloman, and Miss I, H. Kelly,
were forced to try their fortunes in these very characters
and we have now a new Julie, in the person of our he-
roine. Creating, perMaps, less sensation #an ope at least
of the ladies we have named, it is questionable whether
the will not be the logger remembered. Great flamesdo
not more surely end in smoke, than great expectations in
bitter disappointment. The ill-judging friends of one
talented young creature, who sang the praises of her Juliet
from one end of the kingdom to the other, bave ruined
her. 1In-the present instance, there appears to us to have
been ineriness and apathy in the press, rather than desire
to write our hercine up; and, though a few laudatory
paragraphs ushered her into London, criticism has scarce-
ly kept pace with her subsequent exertions in it.
Frances ELEANOR JARMAN i3 a native of Yorkshire,
baving been born in Hull, in the month of Feb, 1805,
Her mother, whose maiden name was Errington, and who
was an actresa of considerable talent, married a Mr. Jar-
man, a member of the law., The first froits of which
marriage was our heroine, Mrs, Jarman continued for
years in the York company, under the management of the
evergreen Tate Wilkinson : her talent,at length, attract-
ed the aotice of the Bath mauagers, who engaged her for
season 1814, ac¢ that theatre ; and, we (hink, that season
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litfle FaNny made her debiit for the benefit of her mo-
ither., She recited Southey’s tale of Mary the Maid of the
Inn, with all the warm applause commoniy bestowed on
the precocious efforts of infants. .

o the year 1820, Miss JARMAN was regularly engaged
on the Bath stage, where she rapidly, we may say instan-
taneouslytbecame a favourite. Almeost immediately after
her appearance, sh® received an offer from Covent-
garden, which was declined ; and, on Mr. Harris taking
- the Dublin theskre, she accept®d an offer to lead.. At the
close of her first Dublin season, she appeared at sevggal
of our provincial theatres, particularly at those of South-
ampton, Winchester, and Birmingham ;° at each of which
she was eminently successful, and made immense benefits,
At the re-opening of the Publin theatre, she again visited
the Emerald Isle. From Dublin, our heroine passed, as a
star, into the Irish provinces. At Sligo, we remember
she was engagdd for a fortnight; at the cloge of which
she took a benefit 3 and, in compliment to her talent, the
house was so excessively crowded,®hat it was necessary
to call in the aid of the police. A singular and unex-
ampled event followed this proof of the estimation in
which she was held ; for, while making preparations for
her departure, a deputation waited upon her, to entreat
her to remain one fortnight longer on their stake. She
acceded to their request—tock a second benefit, which
was as crowded as the first—and, whilst curtsying her
{hanks to the warm-hearted folks in Sligo, one of her
gallery patrons roared out, in & tone of mingled entreaty
and reproach, © Arrah, Miss JARMAN | won’t you give
us six nights longer }—=S8tay another week, my vourneen b

Whilst in the land of bulls, whisky, and gallantry,
Miss Jarwman had a host of admirers; and we may here
amuse our readers with a tale, for the truth of which we
pledge oursélves 3 though, from motives of pity, (though
it is undeserved,) we shall not mention names.

A gentleman, moving in fashionable circles, hecame
acquainted with. Mrs. Jarman, and was an occasional
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visitor at her house: there he became, of course, on
terms of friendly intercourse with our heroine, It was
well known that this gentleman was relpied, though dis--
tantly, to a nobleman, whose fortune was as great as his
interest was powerful, The ¢ gentleman’ had fre-
quently proffered Miss JArRMAN an introduction to this
noble lord, but which she, from motives of defrracy, de-
clined. On one particular oceasiof he pressed it warm-
ly—urged the very favaurable result an acguaintance
with 8o influential a persos as Lord “— must lead to,
——fod bad actually brought a curricle to the door, (o
convey, the fair Juliet 10 the mansion of his relative,
Though urged by all the eloquence that an Irishman
boasts of, (and with ladies thejr eloquence is preverbial,)
Miss JArMAN firmly declined : expressing, at the same
time, her warmest thanks for the kindness of the offer. .
The gentleman retired, evidently chagrined, and bLe-
came a lesy frequent visitor, Some othet circumstances
tended to create a suspicion ; and, ondnquiry, it was dis-
covered that, being & variance with his relative, the.in-
troduction he had spoken of, could not possibly have heen
effected by him. On ascertaining this faet, Mrs. Jarman,
with the greatest promptitude, called in the assisiance of
a valued friend, who instantly demandead an explanation
of this gentleman, After much bullying and equivoca-
tion, the culprit confessed, that, being ruined at the gany-
ing-table, he had at lengih consented to become the
pander of his creditor ;3 that & persen, to whom he steod
indebted, had offered to cancel his claim, and reward
him, if he would betray our hersine into his hands ; and
he had diabolically consented, and [aid the plot, that the
delicacy and propricty of Miss JARMAN’s conduct had so
happily frustrated.

These details appear almost too romantic for truth; yet,
of their truth we are weli assured. Abduction, in Ire.
land, is a more common occurrence than here 3 and, to
the shame of the land be it spoken, not regarded with suf-
ficient abhorrence.© We are inclined to helje ve that the
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lads of the Emeraid Isle have falsely obtained a charac-
ter for gallaniry, and that they are more indebted to
their brutality, thvin their powers of persuasion, for their
success as suitors. Be that as it may, the plot we have
detailed has scarcely its parajlel in baseness, 'dnd dis-
graces the annals of any enuntry, |

At Slign‘; Miss Jarmaw finally concluded her engage-
mwent for Covent-garden, and.left that town for the prince
of cifies. ¥n her way she visited Bath, where she was
greéted with all the warm welcome due to an actress who
had been reared upon those Boards, and was now aff-
proaching the pinnacle of fame. *

On the 7th Feb, 1827, our heroine appeared before a
London audience, in Julief. Notwithstanding her unpa-
ralieled success elsewhere, her terror amounted abso- .
Intely to agony. We scarcely remember an instance
more distressing gf the malady calledstage-fright. From
The Examiner, a paper long celebrated for the excel-
lence of its dramati® strictures, we egtract this notice of
our heroine’s performance,

““ On Friday evening we attended the second appear-
ance of Miss JARMAN, a lady of some experience on the
boards of the iheatres of Bath and Dublin, in the charac-
ter of Juliet. The stage gualifications of Miss JARMAN
are. of the superior order, both as regards memial and
personal qualifications. In stature, she is somewhat above
the middle size ; rather slender, but finely symmetrical ;
and she possesses features of great flexibility and intel-
ligence. We always regard the part of Julict as a hazard-
ous debit; hecause, to be duly represented, it requires
n-species of vivacity and nefveté in the earlier scenes,
which is as much allied to comedy as to tragedy ; while
the heart-rending pathos of the two last acta calls for
powers of quite another description. It i not, hecatise
Shakespeare has go beautifully united these opposing feel-
ings and trains of circumstances, that many even-gifted
actresses can do the same. Thus, it is frequently found

. that a'well-executed balcony scene, and colloquial dai-
: > TF
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liance with the aged nurse, are followed by an inadeguate
soliloquy wpon the sleeping draught, tame represenfa-
tion of the fatal catastrophe, and vice vPrsa. U
“ Miss JARMAN exhibits little of this discrepancy. Her
balceny scene was performed with great nature and feel-
ing; and she very powerfully conceived and pepresented
the shuddering horror which the imagination of Julief con-
jures up, in the anticipation of waking alone in ihe torib
of her ancestors, Her manner of dying was also forcible-
and effective. As critigjsm, however, must find food,
that in which this lady seemg most defective, is the power
or practice of keeping up an interest in the more level
and less-wrought passages. Her grief had occasionally
something too much of the common sobbing, inarticulate,
and hysterical character ; a failing which no one can
remedy more easily than herself ;. as she bas not to labour
against that deficiency of voice, which the enormons size
of the winter theatres renders so great an obstacle to so
many females, who, are otherwise éﬁﬂfﬁciently qualified.
That of Miss JArMAN’s is finely full and distinctive, and
wiil allow her fo effect much in the exhibition of deep
feeling, with little appearance of effort. It may, how-
ever, be observed, in qualification of this hint of a wailt
of sufficient energy, that the previous experience of Miss
JARMAN, on other boards, has not deprived fier of a great
share of timidity; and that part of the inequality of
marking, to which we allude; may arise from the appre-
hension attendant on a first appearance in Londos ; which, _
to performers who have obtained celebrity elsewhere, is
usuaily a very formidable adventure. We have heen
informed that, hitherio, Miss JArman has cultivated g£éne
teel comedy, much more than tragedy; so that we are
not prepared to say in what manner she is likely to fol-
low up her Juliet. She has, indispuiably, considerable
general qualifications for either line; and can scarcely
fail of becoming a valuable recruit to the London boards;
but we must see her in a character more decidedlv cal.
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Julief, before we can anticipate the exact rank which she
may be expectad to take among the children of Mel-
pomeane,”’ | ’

1t may be bere proper for us to remind the public, that,
_after her third appegrance, Miss Jarvan was taken ill,
‘and confiffed, from the effects of nervons fever; and that,
in consequence of this, another lady was put into pos-
session of Belvidera: a thing which seemed like a tacit
avowal of Miss*Jarman’s inability to assume that part;
when the fact was, she did ot feel herself sufficiently re-
covered to attempt it, at the short notice given het.

It has been Miss Jarmax’s misfortune to acquire noto-
riety in provincial theatres.* Amongst our popular per-
formers, we remember no one who came with a country
character, (if we may use the term,) and succeeded., We
can name many who were thus faged, and who failed,
Miss O’Neill was nunknown, or nearly so—Miss Walstein
was the idol of Dublin—London does not like to have the
idol of another town thrust upon it—=a city can be jealous,
—-Kean was-obscure—Vandenhoff notorious, We say
thus much as an observation—not a prediction. Failure
with Miss JArmAN is out of the question. She has sgc-
- ceeded—and is acknowledged to be a first-rate actress—
hut will she retain the favour of the public #—will she hold
-our feelings, as well as her gtation ?—wiil she be of jm-
portance to the treasury i——for that is the plain question.
If she be not, we must speedily lose sight of her,

* As a proof of her popularity, take this advertisement of bher
indisposition at Dublin :—

“ TwE THEATRE.—We regret to state, that Misy JARMANS in-
dinposition still continnes unabated. This circumstance, which
we sincercly lament on Miss JarmiX’s account, i rendered
more distressing, in consequence of the cnnapi}unus part she
ahould have filled this evening, in the new comedy of The Mad
Cap, for the benefit of the author, 'The disappointment which,
from the same cause, already occurred to this gentleman, has,
wa learn, excited a great ioterest in the publici and a com-
mittee of gentlemen has been formed, as an evening paper men-
tions, for the purpose of giving a more extended patronage to
the author’s night, and®f preventing the consequences from
talling upou him, which auch disappointment mizht oceasion.”

L 4
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No part of our duty is so troublesome and unprofifable
as that in which we attempt to sum uphe talent of the
individuals whose memoirs we sketeh. Tt is troublesomie
" —for it involves wearisome visits to theatres, and racking
of our recollections, to remember e efforts af others,
-that we may place them in juxta pesition. And; after all,
we are’compensated by the accosatien of prejudice or
folly, by the friends of the party. It is wnprofitable—
because it cannot supply the place of knvwledge to those
who have not seen the actor or actress, and it must fall shoyrt
of the feeling of those who have, Acting,at all times, is
easler felt than described ; and the finer points of a pe#.
formance absolutely defy any description. You may
picture the waves in motion, but you cannot make them
move. There is a vitalit$"in every action, that never
can be traced or delineated on paper, any more than-a
bainter can catch mobility as well as identity of expres:
sion. We have seen too little of Miss Jarwan’s acting
to do her justice ; dnd this we candidly admit; but as
we are bound to speak of her powers, we must attempi
the task: BShe has been unfortunate in the period of hee
appearance 3 for, could Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs, Siddons,
and Miss O’Neill, conjointly appear now, we do not be=
ifeve they could wean back the public taste, vitinted by
gew-gaw and music,. The days of the drama are done-—
the sun has set upon Shakespeare, at least, for a while,
There will come a day—we hope there will-—but a dreary
interregaum of frippery lies betweea this hour and ibat.
Rossini ®nd Weber are only the lsaders of a vicious
band—-their paltry imitators are ruining our siage, Miss
JanmaN has been as successfal as-any one could be, who
professed to act tragedy and comedy, in a house wholly
devoted to opera, romance, and melo-drame. She has
been applauded, but not followed—but she has drawn
more than Miss Lacy or Mrs. Sloman did—and yet she
has drawn verv litile. It is not that Mics JapmMan is nat
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. Romeo, A man of fifty, and now looking his years, could
#xeite no interest—and an andience will judge from gene-
ral effects, and not particularefforts ; and the first imprea-
sion settles the after-career. Miss JarmAN has not the
tenderngss of Mrs, Y. West, but she has more force : and,
on a fairview of the merits and defects of these ladies, ia
perhiaps equal to her ; which is conveying a very high
praise. For the general purposes of a theatre, Miss JAR=
WAN is most vatnable—for particular parts, Mrs, West is
superior. In comedy, Miss JARMAN is a finished actress
~—but there is an identity wanting in all she does. We
do not feel with her, and for her. She does all cor-
rectly—elegantly—well—but there is siill something
wanfing, It is a performance—a picture——not the thing
itself—there is a precision &Mout her—an evident preci-
slon—as if she was. setting bounds, for herself, beyond
which she wonld not go—as if she felt the necessity of
keeping her fancy in check—and thf presence of this re-
straint tends to mar the gemeral effect of her perfor-
mances, ' We must see Miss Jarwan when she is more
accustomed (o our boards ; and shall deem it our duty to
Bpeak more fully of her powers., At present, we regard
her as a good actress, both in comedy and tragedy—paos-
sessing an infivite degree of acquirement and power, but
not of first-rate genius. Indeed, we rather deem her an
&ctress of study than of impulse 3 and think her more in-
debted to talent, instruction, and practice, than to pative
power or inclination. With all this, be it rememwbhered,
that Miss JARMAN is much younger than any of the ladies
with whom she has been contrasted ; and that there is
every probability of a few years tending to increase and
develop her powers,

We can none of us see ourselves ; and it is thérefore
of the highest importance, both to an actor and actress,
but particalarly to the latter, to bave some judicious
friend constantly at their elbow. 'That such friends are
scarce, except in our gearest and dearest ties, must be

" uhyious to all. Appearance is of great imporiance on .
r R
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the stagd ; and who is so likely to'study what dress best
becomes us, as those who first instructed us that it was
necessary, in civilised nations, to wear clothing. We
feel we shall be boys all our lives. ¢ Men "are bat chil-
dren of a larger growth.”” -The gitentions of a good
mother is of more conscquence to the ultimate saccess in
life of ;i!.;i;‘ifnung man or woman, than all the masters in
Europe ; and, in-the theatrical world it is, 1o an actress,
of the most vital importance. -Qur keraine enjoys thit
blessing, this protection. Miss Smithson, of Drury-lane
theatre, is equally happy in this particular. Mrs. Chat-
terley, who understands the art of dress better than any
actress we ever met with, has acquired ihat art from. the
extraordinary pains bestowed on her by her mother., It
has always been our opiniow; and flre could not burun it
out of us, that Jobn gnd Charles Kemble were mutually
indebted to each other, for the perfection at which they
arrived io their profession., How much their accom.
plished sister was irfdchied to maternal care, and how.
much she aided hoth her brothers, needs no comment.
Mrs. Jarman’s care and anxiety has been rewarded by
the talent and the amiabie qualities of her daughter. Mrs.
Jarman is the mother of six children, one of whom
{Louisa) is a singer of much promise. Our heroine sings
pleasingly, and is an aceomplished woman 3 shining .in.
the drawing-room, perhaps, even more than in the theatre. .
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ACTORS OF THE PRESENT -DAY. 'w#

Iw there is one national amusement to which the' dtten~
tifhi of Englishmsn has always heen peculiarly directed,
it is to the stage. To the politician, the merchant, the
- Jawyer, and indeed to every branch of society,in its widest
. ramifications, it has presented a temporary refuge from
the cares consequent on the fickle fluctuations of fortupe,
- A theatre may be considered as a temple of concord; a
: shrine ¢f humanity and gundness. All hasten to it with
one feeling of unammuy--—une amiable disposition tn be
pleased. There is no diversity of dpinion—no chilling.
acerbity of temperament, Comedy lightens up a smile
on the countenances; and tragedy d#aws tears from the
eyes of all. The spiri¢ of the actor is infectious; and
passes withh instantaneous impulse info the hea? of his
andience, This is as it should be. And sorely even the
- fapatic himself must confess, that man better serves man,
. und adores Deity, in spreading around the sunshine of his
happiness, and drawing innocent pleasure from its foun-
tain head, than in listening with gloomy composure {0 th&
“enthusiasm and artifice of bigots, :

The stage is the practical school of humaniiy. It is
there we are taught to avoid vice, from the effective man-
. ner in which its concomitant miseries are embodied, and
to pursue virine from the practical benefits it secures,
" What a salutary lesson has Shakespeare given, and Kean
delineated, in the conception and. execution of Othello {
‘What a fine homily ! What a practical proof of the sor»
--yows and fatality of jealousy does it present to the eye
and the heart of the spectator! The Spartans, they say,.
- made their helots drunk, that the sight might sufficiently .
. disgust their c'hi]dren._ The stage goes further: it layk

- -
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open and anatomizes the human heart, that its virtues or
deformities may disgust or ameliorate the humanity of
the auvdience,

We are not yet sufficiently aware of the debf of grafi-
tude that is owing (o the actor. Fo him, in the breasts
of thousands, may be traced the earliest impwises of hu-
man action, that first drew the mind from cbscurity to the
mountain paths of greatness. The Othello of Kean may
possibly have eradicated the *¢ green-eyed monster,”” and
produced a reformaiion in the breasts of many of his
audience, The Macbeih 0f Kemble may, in like manner,
have turned hundreds from the path of ambition, and
spoken a lesson' to the heart, that it can never afierwards
eradicate. Would that the priesthood could say as much!
- For ourseives, if we ever had any lingering feelings of

ambition, any *¢ lust of sway,”’ the Thene of Cawdor, of
the noblest of trnged‘ians, the ¢¢ last of all the Romans,"”’
would have preserved us, The first play we ever saw
was Macbeth, and tié vivid impression of the moment has
never passed away. In the earlier scenes of the'tragedy,
where all was pomp, and bustle, and kingly majesty, we
thought it a fine thing to he Macbheth, tie monarch of the
north, But wheo his noble representative told us, with
downcast brow, that his ¢ way of life had fallen into the
sear, the yellow leaf,”” and ¢* all that should accompany
old age,” was for ever denied to him, we shrunk from
the gorgeous pageantry of ¢ kingly parple,* and ac-
knowledged a lesson of morality that experience will
never ferget. Surely, the actor who has wrought such
reformation in the human heart, deserves to be considered
a benefactor to mankind, at least as mauach, and perhapy
more so, than the Society for the Suppression of Vice, with
all its *¢ appliances and means to boot.”’

We know that some ** carping bigoets’’ will assert that
the drama is the bane of innocent enjoyment ; the hothed
of vice and all *¢ unseemly conduct.’> The fact is. that
both the church and the drama have undertaken to reform
human nature. It is & bard battle of humagity that is ~
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fought Detween the two. The chureh would have you
desert the theatre, that its own finances and congregation
may be bettered, and aitend solely to its own menns of
improvement. It promises fnture happiness for present
abstinence. But the drama secures at once present felie
city. 1If the future %UIHEH, why then it is an agreeable
aurprise 3 if not, you have past improvement, that has at
any rate kept pace with past happiness. i

- L

THE LOBBIES.

It is from the united motives of inclination and duty
that we introduce the manners of the ‘ Box Lobbies’’
to the censure of all those who may peruse our pages,
Every marfwho visits the boxes of our theatres, is com-
pelled to witness a concentrafion of all that is calculated
to lower woman in the scale of humanity. Every man
who is touched with the honounrable feelings of our na-
ture, must blush to introduce any female he respects,
even for a passing moment, into sucli a vortex of all that
is the shame and the disgrace of the sex, The evil we
complain of, is certainly a fair ground even for the cen-
sure of the stage itself. Is it not disgraceful to the police
of our country, that where innocent entertainment and
becoming mirth may be Justly expected, one specics of
vice should erect its head-quarters; and, in defiance of all
decorum and even common decency of behaviour, insult
openly and unblushingly every heholder ?

The purposes of such ar assemblage of eyprians cannot
be mistaken. Nor are they themselves blameable, or at
- most-they are blameahle only in a minor degree. Vie-

tims (many of them, at least) of the duplicity and depra-
vity of onr sex, their retalintion of the evils they have
experienced from us, may indeed be greatly lamented,
but In strict justice it can hardly be condemned. TBut
though we might be tempted, through pity, to excusc the
crimes of the parties themselves, yet we can find no ex-
.cuee for the conduct of “those who encourage them. We
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can hardly find words to express the blame we attach to
the facilities which are afforded them, in the exercise of
their vile profession. The accommodations they receive,
from the present management and structare pf gur thea-
ires, is disgraceful {o human nature |

The box-lobbies seem exclusively devotediv the use
of the persons to whom we have aliuded. Would it be
asserting too much to say, that they were built expressly
for their accommodation? Tt is certain they are the
actual tenants, The avowed purpose of these gForgeous
saloons is the accommodation of the audience. 1In what
does this accommodation consist #  Docs it consist in the:
sale of the wnrsﬁ,!ﬁind of refreshments, at the dearest rate 2
Is it an accommodation, to give to those who may be
wearied with the period-of time which passes in silence
between the pieces, an opportunity to encounter,in the
endeaveur to promesade for a few minutes, the pressure
of an immense crowd,—a crowd through which it is
scarcely possible fg force a passage, and in which eur
ears arc almost always assailed with the vilest ribaldry,
while our eyes are shocked by a sight of the squalid
counienances, the sunk and hollow, the haggard eyes of
those wretched beings, who sacrifice healih, happiness,
and honour, at the shrine of debauchery, to satisfy the
merciless cupidity of the old beldames, who garnish them
out for the transient purchase sometimes of those who are
deceived into guilt, and sometimes of those who are so
base as to glory in its practice} Is thiz accommodation?
IfF it be,'we confess our notions of that which is desirable
are very erroneous. The feelings of humanity are al.
most overpowered while contemplating such scenes. That
they should be tolerated for a moment by the police, is
incredible. Had the ¢ Society for the Suppression of
-Vice’’ attempted 1o remove this nuisance, they would
have immortalised themselves by an exertion both ratioral
and christianlike. DBuat this was highezr game than the
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them. Their exertions added to the burden of misery,
instead of lightening its load. They broke the hearts of
the wretched, who had sorrows enolgh, without the inter-
veniion of this nick-named society.

In order that we may state the abuse we complain of
clearly, we will showghe exact nature of it. The lobbies
are spacidcs rooms, fitted up In the most elegant and
splendid manner, having confectionaries, &c. appertain-
ing to them. At Covent-garden,the andience pass through
them inio the boxes, Proverbial, however, for the recep-
tion of profligacy, no modest woman can pause to ex-
amine their beauty, or admire their brilliance, At
Drury-lane, they are not considered as a part of the
theatre. They are'quite detached from R, They have
there (he appearance of being built expressly for licen~
tious relaxation.

Previous to the half-price, ihese temples of depravity
are empty. At the haif-price these pestiferous beings
enter, fill the upper roxes until the play 1s nearly over,
and then generally destroy the interes of the last scene,
by the hurry and neise which ensues in their competition
to be first in the lobbies, where they are followed by all
the foolish, profligate, and curious part of the male audi-
ence. The theaire ought to he a school of morals, but
_ these peopie muke it a ** nest of vice.”” The effect of

‘the instruction of the stage may be obliterated by the
vicious foly which rears its unhallowed head in that
stracture where it should be particularly probibited.

Under the present regulations of the lobhies, they are
of no use to the greater part of the frequenters of the
theatre, They are.a general nuisance, and their re-
‘moval, or proper regulation, is indispensable. ‘The
sellers of oranges, confectionary, &e. &c., are in’gﬂed
considerable gainers by them, but their gain is ¥ the
price of folly,”’ and ought not to be suffered. They dise
poee of their refreshments at a profit of about a hundred
per cent. on the quantity, and nearly as much on the

r— - F Y
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whom, in return, they accommodate with the care of their
garmenis, while they patrole the saloon in a siate of nu-
dity ; which would not, under any circumstances, be tole-
rated on the boards, These places are no accommodation
whatever to the respectable part of the.audience. No
sober man can take a woman of-sgharacier to them for
refreshment. When, therefore, the curtain%falls, they
are ohliged to hurry through the lobbies as fast as they
can, toavoid the double entendres, and indecencies bhoth
of words and action, which it is fortuaate for them, if
even by such means they can escape. -

The existence of the lobhjes, as they are now con-
structed, is the cavse of these'evils, It is certainly de-
sirable that refreshments should be within the easy reach
ot the audience. Yet the agdience of the pit might as
ressonably demand a lobby fur that purpose, as the audi-
crce of the boxes. At Drury-lane, the proprietors per-
ceived that the lobby was not necéssarily connected with
the theatre ; they therefore erected it separate from the
direct passage to me front of the scene. “Their eontri-
vance keeps the evil from (he view of the modesi, and
those who do not seck i,  For this compliment paid to
good manners, they deserve the commendation of the
public ; vet they had deserved more praise, if they had
aholished the custom altogether ;—if they had not paid a
compliment io licentiousness also, by building her a
chapel under a roof, which ought to be the temple of
good manners, good taste, and true decorum.

OTWAY AND “ YENICE PRESERVED.,'?

Venice Preserved is the last and best work of Otway,
being. written only the year previous to his death, in
1684. One proof of the merit of this tragedy may be
found in the circumstance of its having kept the stage for
one hundred and thirty vears, and found admirers among
all the chariges of dramatic {aste. OQtway copied Nature s
he wrote as he felt. He sought the character of man, by
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consulting his own breast. No tragedy in our language
exhibits connubial love in such strong and Interesting
colours. Our affections are controlled and overpowered
8y the magical thAluence of his muse. No beholder can
remain unaffecied. The heart acknowledges its tran.
~script, and fxes with avidity upon every scene, from the
commencement to the final close, with increasing interest,
vLovers of all kinds we have contemplated on the stage,
as In real life—-tn'satiat}'—hut the happy and honourahle
love of a tender husband and an affectionate wife, repre-
sented, as it is, with all the #uth of Nature, is irresistible,
In the miseries that are inflicied on this hapless pair,
what charms do their mutual endearments exhibit ! When
Belvidera soothes the troublad soul of Jaffier, what co-
quette will ‘mot confess there are charms in marriage,
which nothing but marriage can affotd ? When Jaffier
‘“ hugs his little but his precious store,”’ what misan-
thropic bachelor byt regrets that he hasgmistaken the patli
to happiness ?  On the meriis of this tragedy we need not
dilate. We only desired to add our tribute to the wreath
- already perfect on the brows of Otway, Peace to his
shade!” His misfortunes have amply atoned for his
errors, and phis fame will he as endlegs as the reign of
Nature in the human breasi. The character of Relvidera
is doubtless the principal in the piece; she is the cauge
and effect—the flpka and Omega-—the first and the Jast,
On her account alone, Jaffier shrinks from poverty, and
Joins the conspirators. Her wrongs alone incense him
gainst his new friends—her entreaties alone induce him
0 betray-them. Even in the las¢ scenes, we are only
anxious to learn how she, the author of her woes, will
bear them, and resigning Pierre with esteem, and Jaffier
with pity to the tomb, we reserve for the fate of Belvi.

dera the lamentation of our SOTTOW.
%

PEAFORMANCLES OF THE PRESENT DAY.
- VAUXHALL GARDENS,
THi1s piece of fairy land was opened to the public, for
the first time this season. on Monday the 4(h of June.
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Very considerable alierations have taken place, to pre.
pare for a grand spectacle, entitled, The Batile of Wa-
terivo., Five hundred foot'and horze are fo be engaged at
the same time, in some of the scenes, 'Mr, FArLEY has
the command of the infantry, and Mr. Coox g, the Liver-
poel equestrian, the cavalry; the proprietors are most
sanguine as to the result of this expensive speculation.
In the early part of the evening, the company are enter-r
tained with a litile J_:lramatlc sketch, from the pen of Mr.,
Moncrigr ; haut it i8, in our ppinion,one of his worst pro-
ductions, and it requires thé-utmost exertions on the part
of the actors, to make it go down at all. Mr. WouLns,
from the Bath theatre, and Mr. 8. Ben~veETT, who our
readers may recollect was at the Haymarket, about two
seasons bhack, are among the corps dramatic, together
with Mr. and Mrs. Fitzwitoiam, Honrx from Dyury,
&c. &c. Mr. 8. BENNETT is an excellent actor, and we
sincerely wish we had an opportunity to have a taste of
his qguality in the regular drama.

b
JONER’S BENEFIT.

A crowpgp house testified the public eéstimation of
this sterling comedian’s value: he recited an address, in
which he returned thanks for favours pasi, and was en-
thusiasiically cheered. Mr. YaT€s performed his mono-
polylogue, < Stop Thief,)’—a most decided insult 1o the
public, and the performers, These skelches are perform-.
ances of necessity, in an estertainment where only one’
actor canp appear by the licensing law, and should only
then be tolerated. To substitute the exertions of onz in-
dividual, for such a company as thai at Covent-garden,
is a piece of barefaced insolence on one side, and abso-
lute folly on the other. Joxgs should have known better
than to use his patrons thus; but friendskip, we believe,
was his inducement. Mr. Yares has no excuse, and the
hissing he received wasrichly merited by his egotism, and
will, we {rust, prevent a repetition of the offence. o

~
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- MEMOIR ,

R
 ~JOHN REEVE,
(oF. THE 'AﬁEILPHmAIm_ HAYMARKET THEATRES,)
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¢ A clerk I was in London fray, -
Jemmy, Jemmy, livkum feedle;
Aund went inddots to seethe pl L
L * -5 &

* Come, boys, if here you’ll no lenger atop,
Come then elsewhere, make a night of it, now!
Come to the coffee-rooin—-chine to the oyster-shop,
Prithce, turn out, for a lark or a row ! '
And if the old Charleys % .
- Interiere with our parieys, - - e
_ By springing of rattles, let *ein wnind what they®re a’ter,
Or they 'l think of it many a day, '
And tell of the bloody ir®y, _
For, d—n their old sconces, we’ll give ‘em.no guarter!"
[ . 4 - .
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TaE only instance #n record of an actor’s stepping at
once from the stage of a private theatre to that of a
public one, and hecoming, in his very outset, a favourite,
is furnished by the hero of the present Memoir, From

- Pym’s to Drury was an enormous step in theatricals
- and, though it his been since attempted by one.individual,
it has not been aitended with the same result.

Eejoice, ye cockneys! for of you is our hera! who
was born in the Iast year of the last century, within a few
yards of the Londecner’s landmark, 8t, Panl’s. On Lud-
gate-hill, Mr. Joan ReevE first imbibed the smoky air
of the metropolis, and gladdened the heart of his worthy
papa, & citizen and ¢ommon-councilman of London.

Master REEVE ** was not what the world calls hand-

_ seme’” in his juvenilig ; but he made amends for the lack
b ".of beauty, by an abundance of comicality. After running
- NEw Sgries, Voo, [.—11. oM
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through all the usual routine of suekling, nursing, hreech-
ing, and preparaiory schooling, and subsequently a due
guantity of exertions in whip]‘.-inﬂ'-tupﬁ, and provoking the
master to a contrary exercise, Masier JAckyY was sent
to a superior academy. There he becam® ibe school-
fellow of Frederick Yates. These young gentlemen,
though they sat upon forms, did not stand upon E‘Lremnny
—they soon hecame intimate friends. The similarity of
their pursuits,*for they were each equally bent on mis-
chief, made the:ﬁ still more constant cofipanions. We
believe, for aptness of study, Master Yates bore the paim s
but, in ingenuityg Master REove excelled him. Amongat
the many jokes*fold of these young truants, is, their hava
ing mvenied a sysiem of annovance, now common in
nrcademies. They selected ali the unframed slates, and,
hﬂrldmg‘ them by the strings ‘hefore 1he fire, made them
excessively hot, and t{fn dthemte]y placed them on the
teats, as any of their-schoolfellows vacated them. On
resuming their former situations, we need not say, that
the unfortunates did n8t find their comforts increased by
the warmth thus suddenly communicated, For this
offence, our hero and his partner in frolic were sentenced
to be flogged. Master Yates borg his punishment with
the fortitude of ahero,and in a style that might be deemed
a prognostic of the tragical traits he huhst,quentl:, deve-
loped 3 but ignoble Jacky roared lusfily—frighting the
very school-room * from its propriety.”” Master Yates,
¢ the elder of the twain,’” quitted the academy soon after
this; and our Pollux, having lost his Castor, became [ess
mischievous and amusing, At length, his hour was come §
and he was called from school, to the counter of his
father.

A shop was but ill-suited to the volatility of his dispo-
silivn ; and, like a number of ofher unfortunates, he dis-
covered that the counter was a place of cnnﬁnement. Be-

L 1. . L. ¥ 2+ 5L 13 M~ .5 9% R 1
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*

"of the stage ; and, when the ascension of the shutters pro-
claimed the conclusion of the daily toil, stole forth, at half-
price, to the temples he idolized—those of Drury and the
(iarden. These nightly exits—and, what was vet more
difficult, the sl?bsequent entrances after midnight-——were
subjects for the exértion of all his ingenuity ; as Mr.
Reeve, sen., was inclined to think Shakespeare’s volumes
less valuable than the fedger, and might hay# visited his
derelictions with some severity., Tlow Magdfer JonN, then
rising seventeen, persuaded the housemaflls fo favour his
enire, whilst his parent slumbered profougdly, rests, with
other secicts, in his own bofom ; it is enouM for us biogra-
phers {6 know, that his Nersuasive Powers were sufficiept

“for the purpose. And whether he invoked the aid of the
potent devil, gold-—the morg winning witchery of the «
tongue—oar any more potent incc—:ﬁ%e—is nothing to us,
and buat little to you, reader.

It is an ofd remark, that sons seldom succeed in their
father’s business: at all events, thay do not often par-
sue it with avidity under the parental roof. Whether
this conviction influcnced My, Reeve, sen., or not, we
cannot determine ; but our herd was transplanted to the
honse of Messrs, Nevil, wholesale hosiers, Maiden-
lane, Woog-street, in the Ward of Cheap. Mr. REEvE
had no fancy for his trade—he thought it tronblesome ag
well as unnatnral, always to have stockings upon his
hands—and, as to socks, his ideas were fixed on the sock
in another way, The warehouse of Messrs. Nevill & Co.
Is at the back of Wood-street, the top of which is leaded
and entirely flat—ihis was a favourite refreat of Mr.,
REEYE’s«—and there, nightly, did he pour forth his dra-
matic recollections. Qur hero soon discovered, that
spouting on the flats, quite alone, /

“ Was much more dignified than cutertaining 3*

he therefore looked arcuod lim, and soon found a COompa-
nion for his perambulations. With his new ami he now
bweut forth upon the lemds, rebenrsing singing, fencing,
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—1n short, performing every evolution that he had ever
witnessed in the efforts of Kean, Braham, or Liston, nay,
even of Blanchard and Bradley., That all this could not
be done without disturbing the surrounding neighbour-
hood, our readers will readily imagine® but this fact
escaped the penetration of the stage-struck vouths, who
persisted _in perpetrating Otway, Massiugery Sheridan,
&c., entitythe very watchmen were startled on their
beat. Huriﬁg‘the run of Brutus, Messrs. REEVE and
friend learned $the principal scenes of the play, and re-
hearsed them wut their usual rendezvous. Their per
formance dist rbed the rest of one, who fain would have
slumbered, in the adjoining domus; and, opening the
window of his attic, he thrust his night-cap encased frou-
tispiece forth, and requegted a cessation of hostilities,
REEVE’s friend suggested the propriety of retiring, and
our hero acceded ;»hut his patience became exhausted ;
aud he resolved, once more, to go forth and finish the
scene.  They did sc.  The stars were bright above them,
and ihe window of the adjoining atric being closed, they
presumed that its occupant slept soundly ; and they there-
fore gave vent to their ¢ outhreathings.”” The before-
mentioned inmale of the sky-paglour bad, it seems, like

Lsanc Shove, .

“ Long timea kept
Hls character for patience very laudably ;»

~but this was beyond endurance; and finding eloquence
unavailing, and that. it was useless to expend air upon
them, hc resolved to try the efiect of another elemente—
water 3 and, seizing an utensil, whose name, whilst our -
greatest English cumic aciress has existing admirers, can
never be forgotten, he hurled the contents over the two
actors, whilst they were engaged inythe most passionate
" passage of the scene, Now, Jack REEVE was not the
inan io endure this visitation of the briny fluid tamely;
and, whilst his friend *¢ shook thousand odours from his
dewy clothes,”” he vented his weproaches upon the d'g;:r



MEMOIR OF JOHN RELVE. 185

luger, The angry altercafivn awakened the surrounding
tenantry, many of whom had been previously annoyed by

REeEEvE's nightly rehearsals—they commenced expostu-
I&ng—and ou® hero roared out—

“ Agflourish of trumpets ! strike E-.Iarlun drums !
Let not the heavens hear these women
H.a._il on the Lord's aucinted 17

This was, on hisepart, an open déciaratic 4 of warfare—
braving those whom he should have ccaciliated, The
neighbours now made one common cau e, and pelted
our young hosier with every missile they cowld muster ; at
Iength, the noble Brutus was fain 20 seek shelter from the
showers which fell around him at every side. Ere he had
descended the next morning, s - rsecutors of ihe pre-
vious night had represented his coguct to Messrs. New
vill and Co.—the result was Explanéfiun, altercation, and
departore. | '

Messrs. Gosling and Co., the bank®rs, in Fleet-street,
now installed our hero as one of their clerkss and, whilst -
there, he was introduced to Mr. Pym, the prnprictm of
an elegant little theatre in Wilson-street, Gray’s-inne
“lane. One of the regufatmus of this place is, that no one
shall becoine a member, if under the age of twenty-one;
but our hero found 1heans to evade this, For the sum of
three shillings and sixpence per week, our hero was per-
mitted to enact ; but the impression respecting his talents
being verygunfavourable, he was only assigned inferior
characters, seldom amounting to things of farther ugport-

~ once than the mere delivery of messages.* REgevEsighed
again for the flattened roof of the hosier’s warchouse,
and cursed the garret-bred wretch, whose interference
had turned his dramatic nugsery into an eguatic theatre.

b

* His love of fun was exhibited even in these subopdinate
ilra.rtﬂ. One night, during his personation of a servant, in The
Fheel of Fortune, Weaze. said—* Yon gentilemen must have
‘our little conforts.”  To he sure we must,” said REEVE—* w

1mnust have our little carraway comfits.”

M3
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But curses stick not; and a remedy was what our hero
sought ; he therefore hired the house for one night, and
put up his own name for Otkello and Sylvesfer Daggerwood.
In Othelio he was certainly perplexed in e extreme, but
in Daggerwood he carried all before him. ThLﬁ. effort was
witnesscd by Mr. Rodwell, father of the late proprietor
of the Adex:hi; and he requesied our hevo to play Syl-
vester for hitlyat Drury. Jouw, who, it is =aid, would
fain have playdd Othello 100, acceded 8 his request,
On Tresday~ the 8th Jene, 1819, he made his cssay,
The play selcffted on the occasion was King Henry IV,
Mr. 8. Kemble performcd the part of Falstaff, and our
bhero appeared in the-cheracter of Sylvssier Daggerweod,
« in the interlude which fokowed, The Theatrical Ingui-
stfor gives the followosgreport of his performance :—-
¢ His imitations ¥ do not hesitate to pronounce to ba
the best we have hitherto seen. They do not consist ij
‘the mere adnptiﬂnaaf some single characteristic of ad
actor—they embody the whole of his peculiarities of
voice, gesture, and manner-—they identify the man—and -
you might almost persuade yourself he stood before you.
The least striking were those of Jiston and Harley. Of
the latter, he gave the tread and manner only, but could
not touch his voice. The most perfect were those of Mune.
den, Farren, Mathews, Kean, and D. Fisher. That of
Munden, as Dozey, in Past Ten o' Clock, was excellent,
He comes much nearer to Kean than any one that has yet
attempted it; and D-sFisher he perfectly ideftifies in his
voice, action, manner, every thing. We are yet inclined
io give him more praise for his imitation of Mr. Farren
than any other, because we conceive it to be the most
difticult. Mr. Farren does not possess any bread pecu-
liarity which can be easily seized on, His action is chaste,
and free from all distortion ; and therefore it must re-
quire a very close study, to give any idea of his manner,
This imitation was admirable. Were we not too well
acquainted with Mr. Farren, we %hould have thought himi,

on the stage.
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“ Whether this gentleman’s pewers are confined to
imitations, we are not in a situation to judge. We can
never believe there is much genuine genius, where this
genius for imijation prevails; and yet we are inclined
to suspect, that this young man has in him some humonr
‘of his owny Before attempting any thing like a_characs
ter, it will be necessary for him to lay an em" g0 o &
-pair of very long legs, which seem to have - irresistibie
inclination to run, jump, and dance away w~ith him., We
never 'saw anybody but a Harlequin, d splay so much
vivacity and agility on the stage. His p 1son is never
guiet—he is incessantly dancing and juminag round the
stage—jumping over the chairs_iZhles, and even over
the actors—and we were in sor ¢ doubi whether he would
not fly into the pit, or one of> ~~sceninm boxes,”’

- This performance was so enthusta\ ‘eally received, that
he consented to repeat it on the 3ucéeeding evening, for
Mr. Lanza’s benefit. .

There was now little doubt of ouMhero’s destiny ; but
yet he determined not to resign the hopes of the banking--
house, until he had insured dramatie honours. He re-
ceived an offer from Mr. Arnold, having heen introduced
by a friend, we believe, Mr. Harley. A piece was im-
mediately "prepared for him, and he was announced to
susiain five characters in it, thas :—

1
A

I l' 2" 3‘ 4' 5.
> BY ADVERTISEMENT.

HARRY ALlas,

Dr. ExpALL,

Sam DaBgs, by Mr, % # % » &
- Sir PeTER TEazZLE,

Mr. M.

A considerahle degree of curiosity was excited by this

announcement 3 and we subjoin a criticism of the day
nnoan hia affnrt which w- Baws nhoocoa Baa e Lo o ®g  u
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| ¢ Much as we deprecate and regret the prevailing
. rage for imitation, justice to the author, the exhibitor,
»; and the manager, will not allow us.-to be silent when
-G G ;nent appears,r—;lther in th% piece or the pe;fnrmer That

. such is the case in the present instance, in our npmmn,
-_'_*_-r"" dues not admit of a doubt: and, although a wgiter in The
i e wifor informed us, he considered the whole as

R day.
¢ yery la la\ ndeed ;> a declaration that does as mugh %
_cre_dlt. to his } ywers of expression as lys critical ‘]Ilﬂg'-#
ment,—we do | ot hesitate tb pronounce Mr. * ¥ ** ¥ gpe
of the best imi’ .tors,of the present day, and the piece it
self a pleasyut little vehicle for the exertions of this
whimsical munm." _

~ This night (17th July,‘”Slg) stamped our hero as a "‘-fi
favourite ; ﬂd,when“ «then stage-manager, stepped
forward to announc ,fha piece for repetition, the burst
of laughter and apﬁn 2 was unequivocal testimony of
the excellence of th - tion that had been just given
of his peculiar m Mr. REEVE sustained no other

- charaeter at thg,ml‘ish Opera-house, until his benefit,
when he performed Pedrillo and Crack, after the manner
of Mundan. ‘At the close of the season, theémovelty and
attraction. nffthe imitations havifg subsided, neither ma-
nager or .ﬁtm‘ were anxious to renew ; and Messrs, Rod-
well and Jones being then about to open the Adelphi, he
acceded to an offer made by them ; andj on the 18th
Oct. 1819, (the opening night,) he appeared .as Squire y
Raltlepate, in The Grasn Dragon, and Loxd Grizzle, in 1
Tom Thumb.

At the close of the Adelphi season, Mr. REEVE went &
to Cheltenham, and subsequently to Bristol, where he
was for some time the first low comedian. -

Whilst he was thus proceeding in his prufessmn, he
found leisure also to secure his domestic enjoyment,
by gaining the hand of an amiable lady, whom he hailed
by the endearing title of wife, in the year 1821.

Mr. ReEeve was happy with 1 young and b&autlfué
woman ; and, whilst at Bristol, she became a mothers,

L
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' He was an unusual favourite—received with pleasure in i

every circle into which he entered—and tasting the e
! purest delight at home—his lot was indeed to be envied.
| His pleasures were amid the numbered things too swag

. to 4ast.’ Mrs. Reeve caught a severe cold durid &

.~ accouchen#ent, from which she never recovered”
y less than two months from her becoming' the - g8
& daughter, she expired. - We will turn fror
~ ¢holy portion of eur hero’s history, to-pur £ 1
~ career. He.performed for a short t Al

. theatre, and re-appeared at the Ade

at the close of which, he, in coni
_ §Son, commenced an entertainm’ Ligh

. Air; Mr, Wilkinson perfor b la Ma-___

. thews,and Mr. REEan_mu ' .-/
Torments, in which he susis
piece was the most arduot
characters entered twice,
changes of costume. This entd

s, - Ccessfal, that when Mr. Wilkinsc
: other engagements, our hero supplied
the whole 6Fthe performance himself,"
After this, Mr. REEVE played his Bat
for a few hights, at the Surrey theatre ; bl
™ nor at the Cahurg did he ever produce much
‘sang once or'twice at Drury, on benefit nightS§
| .season 1826, was engaged at the Haymarket T
' years. At the latter theatre he played a diversi
.+ business—Buskin, Major Sturgeon, Caleb Quotem, &c. &8
< 9 ——and, during Liston’s temporary absence, supplied hie™ =
- place. | | -
* Mr, REEvVE is one of those aciors who hn.trz' become
popular of late years, from the possession of a peculiar
~manner, o which all parts can be adapted, but one of
those who seldom attempts to adapt himself to anything.
Qur hero’s ﬁnuw]edg& of his author is never very parti=-
. onlar.. Indeed, on some occasions, we have observed -
?ki " him so lamentably ¢ shy of the syllables.”” ‘as ;u distress
. BB . | M L
g o=

A - S :
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every one around him. That no man can act, unless he
knows the words, is a greyheaded dramatic axiom ;3 buf it

% is as correct as it is ancient. There is an immense deal

bdmie 5 but we really can observe nothing that comes
meunder the definition of acting. It hs® been ob-
Oy 'v. REEVE, that he commenced his career at a

5
i

gig about our hero, se¢ him in whatever he chuses to “.‘

\ and there contracted habits that will be in- <%
m\ Isewhere, These that say this, are little
] wit fﬁe actor or the man. "Mr. REeve has

af 4 of making himself*at home anywhere 3
“appeared at Covent-garden theatre, ere
._:,_ “~2n as much used to and delighted

T W ations 1ys: he text, and communications
\"‘wi s the™ ° iy were with those of Liston.
W 4 S one ¢ i ! rho invariably ﬂhnl_ce hnpds
- with ditors 4 F,:,i:_' wommencement of the piece, and
> kgrgpf_t 1 md of s{ il communication with them, until
“the curtain drops.

“drops. SHhen ourheéro has an aside speech to
deliver, he alwik ;.f"- it at the pit, as if anxious to di-
vide th{'ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ;"hém, and seems really to wink at the
house, whilst B€ 15 cajoling the opposite ﬂhmct'ﬂr upon
the sgagee /[ =
ePpregudice against minor theatres, as niflrseries, is
osing ground ; and it is_strange to imagine how -
rose, wher it is remembered thatdGarrick was

)

| hrﬁhéhi from Goodman’s Fields, (then a wretched minor,)
~and that Shuter and Mrs. Yates came from Bartholomew

fair. A farce H.ﬂtﬂl‘--:ﬂ.ﬂd that, and that only, Mr, REevE
 is—finds the Adelphi a better school than any other ; fnr"‘hq

this reason—that farces and melodrames alone are per-
formed there, ;

In burlesque, Mr. REeve is the best actor of his
day. He bears a striking resemblance to Oxberry, in
Yej'e, vime, wnll figure; and Uxberry excelled in
this business, - We do not mean to accuse Mr. ReEeve =
-of imitaiing the deceased comediun, but his susceptibley ™

ear has certainly imbibed some of his predecessor’s toneg,
- N
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and he has (perhaps insensibly} caught much of his

manner. I1tishard to fix the specific linc of characters Mr.
-Reeve should adhere to. Pedrillo is one of the parts
which embraces all his capabilities ; for Quotem and OI-
lapod he wanls distinctness of utterance and neatness of
manner. _He would scarcely do in Heu of either Harley
or L:atun, tor he is somewhat between both; 'ss mercu-
rial than the first, be is much more mnhllc/é;l the fatier
—-he has miore broad homecr than Har'y, though infi-
nitely legs lightness—he has fore das/ than Listosn, but
less quamtneaa. ..
- As a mimic, (that is, one who conceiv! = and executes a
caricature of an imaginary individual,) be is next to Ma-
thews.  He is superior to Y A€%, though that gentleman
excels him in execative po_-~~3 but Yates has derivewss
all bis tones from the greai Om, mal, whilst REEVE has
drawn his characters from hic o¥n resources, As an
#mitator, Mr. REEVE is more coryz 2 t than either Mathews
or Yates; but he is more confined_—~he does not imitate
half so many as either of his rivals—.*at where they pro-
duce sketches or daubs, he presents finished pictures.

Mr, REEVE's voice is of a peculiar quality—it is, in
fact, a barritone, wit'. a very sweet falsetto.. From Hant
of cultiyation, there is a distressing break hEl‘*ﬂr-EE[l his
natural and feigned voice; but it possesses astonishing
capabiliticg. His song of First vid de Grace Extraordi-
naire is, in’itself, a singular and talented effort.
. Of our hero, as a man, we have the concurrent testi-
mony of his brathren for speakmg in the most exalted
ferms. Of bis kindness to the distressed members of his .
profession, we bave many records, He has always been
ready to give big aid at the benefits occasionally pro-
duced for widows and children of deceased actors: and,
on these occasions, always desired the applicant to *¢ put
him in the bills for what they pleased, and he would come
and do it.”

Mr. REEYE’s love uf the good things ef this life Is no-
- torious. Good wine needs no bush with him. He is one

L
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e - - .
of the sons of night, so eulogised by our modern bard,

and certainly appears determined to live all the days of
his life. Like Bonnel Lhornton, he Jeems determined to
Iengthen his nights, even at the hazard of shortening his
days, We beg to prewmise, that, in saying thus much, we
do not mean to infer that Mr. REEVE is anytling more
than a jo ial companion, and decidedly averse to being
the first tn’B}hak up a party. |

The current: »f our hero’s exXisterrce has, indeed,’run

smooth, with the gne fatal exception of the quenching
that |

““ L7 sht, that ne’er will shine arain
‘et life’s dull stream.”

To this source, perhapsmn h of his bacchanalian eccen.
~wicily may be traced. T. ' _ge the object of a first affec.
tion, at such an age, - . at such a period, is enough to
cast a shade upon a™man’s life for ever. Iis memory
may be chased away ¢n the moments of mirth, byt what |
shall prevent its intrusion upon our solitude ! There it

follows us, whilst ewery surrounding object aids the re-
collection of our loss.

“ The cheerless hearth, the nrcant chair
r Are speechless memories o grief.”

Mr. REEVE is now twenty-eight years of age; and if,
in perusing this Memoir, our readers exclaim, and they
may justly do so, how fortunate has he been as an actor, —
they should remember that he hag been peculiarly ill.
fated as a man, and that his worldly suceess can bat il
tompensate for his domesiic misery,

Mr. REsvVE is about five feet ten inches in height svof
a dark complexion ; and certainv, in firure necoliarloe: .
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EISTRIONIC ANECDOTES, &c.
i

) THE GRECIAN- THEATRE. .

. EscrvyLus, the Father of Tragedy, simplified and
regulated® dramatic representations. He divided his
pletes Intv acts, that contained the expoAiion of the
subject, tha, conduct of dhe Mot, and (W# development
of the catastrophe.. He reserved the printitive chorus ; no
otherwisc, however. than as an auxiliary  for the purpose
of rendering the subject more interesting

The degree of perfection to which H:‘,Ehylus brought
the dramatic art in Grecce, pmfred him great respect
and consideration, to which t & public conduct, as a citiw
zen, materially contrihuied. of one of the boest fa-
milies in Atfica, he distinguished mnseif very early in
the field. He was the pupil of* Pythagoras, and at
twenty-five disputed the poetic priz>. He was the first
who brought two characters forward 0a the stage at the
same time; he invented the robe and the buskin, and
considerably heightened the effect of his pieces by ap-
propriate d{écuratiuns nf the personages. His improve-
ments were s0 rapid and so effectual, that he was imonight
to lave been inspired, . i

ol

Post hunc personz pallague reperter honests
Aschylus et modicis instravit pulpita tignis,
Et docuit magnumque loqui, nitique cothurne.
‘ . Hor, de Art. Pyet,

. This #schylus, a decent vizard used,
Built a low stage, the lowing rebe diffused :

In Janguage more sublime his actors rage,
.+ And in the graceful buskin iread the stage.

““ Pausanius says, that while Eschylus was asleep under
the shadow of a vine, Bacchus appeared to him in a
dream, and commanded him to write tragedies, This
fable arose, probably, from his fondness for wine, for he
wrote as he drank; and, npon all occasjons, invoked
#.g[mllu lesy than Baccirus. Whatever god mspired his
verse, it is certainly full of nature, warmth, and energy.
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His images were gigantic and frightful, and the whole
drift of his pieces was calculated to inspire terror rather
ihan pity or delight. B
[t has been warmly insisted on, agd sufely with good

reason, that Eschylus was less the perfecter of the works
-of Thespig. than the imitator of those of Homer? The Epo-
peeia is a Myre natural assimilation to tragedy than those
inonstrous rh¥psedies which were chanted,ﬁﬁ honognr of
Bacchus; and hough the prieétﬁ, upon %his as™upor all
other occasions were glad enongh to beget an interest
in favour of thfir deity, yet celebrating the achievements
of kings and herces among a nation of warriors, was
more likely to rouse Tew feclings, as it breught them

wacquainted with conduct v 'hich it was both their inclina-
tion and their duty {r fate. Of this, most probably,
Aschylus was awame, and as he imitated the heroes of
Homer with his swbrd, so did he Homer himself with
his pen. . - |

Aschylus servegl at the battle of Marathon, and at the

gea-fizht of Salamis, where Aminias, his brother, com-
manded a squadren of ships, and signalised himself
above all the Athenians. To thighrother odr poet, upon
a pX¥icular occasion, was indebted for his lifg. 1n one
of his pieces he made Thetis, speaking of Apollo, utter
some expressions which were considered as blasphemy ¢
and in another he introduced some equivecal pleaﬁaniries:
in allusion to the mysteries of Ceres. For these crimes
he was chased from fthe theatre, and would have becn
stoned to death, but for Aminias; who, throwing aside
his cloak, and shewing the stump of his arm, reminded
the people of his gallantry at the fight of Salamis, \lejﬁ
moved the spectators to pity, and they pardoned Aschy<
lus, who, however, not liking this indignity, was deter-
mined to withdraw from a place where his life had been

- in danger,

 This determination was confirmed by the neglect his
pieces received, and by the risiflg success of Sophocies:
He retired into Sicily, and was received inte_the court of
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. Hieron, who was then building the city of Etna, which
.+our poet celebrated sn a tragedy of the same name. Here
;he resided three years, covered with honour. His death
. Wad occasioned: by an accidént which deserves to be
‘recorded. - ) o ._ :
" An eagle having soared a great height, with a tortoise’
in his talons, let it fall on the head of Aschylus, of which
.blow hed'ed, and by his death seemed to L& verificd a
:pretgnded “leclaration of the Oracle at ®ciphos, that a
:blow from heaven should accelerate the death of Aschy-
lus.  Of seventy tragedies composed b: him, only seven
are now €xtant. >
It has been said that the seats of the™iheatre broke
.down, during the represenlativirof one of the tragedies
of Lschylus ; and Suidas tells us that it was the cause g
his retiring into Sicily ; but thwe. absord—-for the large
:crowd necessary to bhreak dum; seats, is a proof of
Jhe ecelebrity of Aischylus s but he meaus to insingate,
that with the seats the reputation of Aischiylus, which was
.eclipsed by Sophocles, fell to the grfound.™ -
The operatiou of this accident, however, proclaims in
yery loud terms the fame of Aschylus, for from these
Juins sprun up those magnificent theatres, which were
afterwards so nobly imitated by the Romans. -
- Zschylus had two sons, and five nephews, all of whom
Wwrote wilh various success for the theatre. Bion, his
second son, was ranked among the class of poets called
Railers, and was probably one of those who wrote comedy,
They are said to have written ameng them a prodigious
number of pieces, some of which are yet to he seen; but,
&y Fachylus eclipsed his predecessors, so his imitators
gepved only to raised the superior fame of Saphocles.
Sophocles was born at Colonos, a town of Attica, in
the first year of the seventy-first Olympiad, which place
be rendered afierwards celebrated by his tragedy of
Qedippus of Colonoes, | | |
- Sophocles effected a second revolation in tragedy.
A roduced a third wctor, and angmented the number
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of the chorus to fifteen instead of twelve. He ‘alse”
‘allowed the chorus to have an interest in the main action,
80 that by this means every thing was of a plece, and all.
the performers had such parts allotted - them, as contri-
buted to one uniform and regular design.e

At the age of twenty-five he hore away the prize from
his master, Hschylus, in tragedy. An exlraordinary
occasion was the cause of this contention. yCimod, the
Athenian gen®ral, had found the bones of /[ hescus, and~
brought them irrsclemn pSmp to the city’ dn which a trial
‘of skill betwee . the tragedians was instantly appointed,
Aschylus and ﬁnphucle& strove nobly for pre-eminence,
but, in spite of the acknowledzed and admired merit of
the master, the superior fire and eloquence of the scholar
dore away the palm. |

Before SDpht)tlEEWize was disputed by four dra-
matic pieces comp™sSed under the name’ of Tetralogy,
The three first were tragedies, and the fourth called Satire,
being a species of ¢gmedy ; but this Sophocles altered,.
by opposing, in all conientions, tragedy to tragedy. |

Sophocles did not always appear in his tragedies, on
account of the weakness of his voice, His fame. was not,
howerver, diminished by this; fo if Lschylus merited
the e of Father of Tragedy, Sophocles might with pro
priety be called the Master of it. The admiration and
wonder with which-all Greece spoke of his wisdom, in-
duced an opinicn that he was the immediate favourite
and intimate of the gods. We are told that Aschylus .
condescended to visit®him at his house, and Tully wounld
have us believe that Hercules had an equal respect for®
him. Apollonius Tyanensiz, in his oration beforc Bomi-
tian, tells the emperor that Sophocles, the Athenian, Was
able to check and restrain the impetudsity of the winds.

( To be continned. )
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PERPHRM.&HGEE G TH= PFPRESENT DAY
i - _
" VAUXWALL GARDENS,

. A REPRESENTATION of The Baltle of Waterloo has been
produced. .. Tor vivid civet, and comprehensiy eness of
- action and design, it far exceeds any speciacle we have
~Bver seen. We_ witnessed only the night rehearsal 3 and
understand, that on the performance ther: were consj-
~derable improvements. The ascent on Moreeback, by
CookE, to the summit of the fireework towew, IS a perj-
lous but noble performance. We nnderstand, the ex-
penses already incurred exceed L7000, and that the
nightly salaries of the persons en-oed iy 7he Baitle are
one hundred guineas. Yt will, no d¢ oty Prove very at-
fractive this year., What hovelty are they to present
next? This is a question managers never put to theme-
selves. -
SURREY THEATRF.

+ SouTawzLL and Mercenr Join Envistox. Hackerr
(the Awmerican imitator) has played Rickhard, after the
manner of Kean. Rumours are afloai, that the pa_mt
theatres intend to stop Mr, Ervrston’s career, by infor.
mations against him for playing the regular drama, Each
night of performance he incurs a penalty of £50., Kgaw
wiil, it is said, appear at the Surrey, for fifteen nighis 3
and Miss GrADDON is reported to be ragularly engaged,

o

'BENEFIT ANNOUNCEMENTS,
Or. of the Drury bills has this ambiguous line—

' Jj/
* Mr. Kean has consented to Play on this occasion,”
Is this meant as a hint that he hasg been only walking
through his charazters of lute

FARLEY advertises, that

% Miag C-HESTER has obligingly consented, for the first time,
since her long Ingdisposition.’?
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But to what the lady has consented, as regards Mr, Far-
LEY, does not appear.

*-

"BAYMARKET.

Paul Pry, the eternal three-act-farce, stares us again in
the facc. - JoAN REEVE was animated, Iaug' able, and at
home, as the hero—but he was Joux Regv,.. He never
can divest himself of his personal identityr for a moment. .~
LapoRTE is here, but he seems less effective than when at =
Drary. This house is quite a relief from the afflicting
attempts at-benefit-making, both at Drury and Covent-

. garden. The bills that have issued on late occasions from
© our patent theatres, would have disgraced St. George'’s
Fidlds, in the worst dax3 of its management.

Tt

THE CORURG,

~ Alarined at the atirring a little southward, has taken to
the legitimate drama, 800 3 and Othello, Mountaineers, &c.
are enacting. BexNETT's (thello is bad—noisy, witlioat
heing effective. Nor can we compliment Messrs. Rows=
. p ~HaM, BOCKsTONE, or LEWIL, on their several assump-
tfons of Cassio, Wildlove, Sadi, and Kilmgllock. This
struggle in sweet Surrey for legitimacy will cause work
ofor the big wigs, unless the two show-shops are deter-
mined to relinguish Shakespeare altogether,

-

THE AMPHITHEATRE. |

Considerable dolour has been created by a2 perfor<_
mances at Vauxhall ; and great novelties are inprepa-
ration here, to form counter attractiony DUGRHM
not do hetter than book a friend by the Paris mail, and
let him, at any expense, enzage FrancoNI, Ducrow
need not fear the comparisons and the great Frenct
rider would undoubtedly prove attractive.
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MEMOIR

IISS GRADDON,

¢ Late of Drury-lane Thealre-)

—rrmp—— -
“ At she shall sing ve sonvrs, ton—

Sud ones, that lake the scuses prisoner 3
Or merry ballads, that amuse the mmd."

€ Ts she s0 skifl'd o music, then 2
“ Skill’d, quotha }—Listen I

.

WE have occasion so often to complain of the inroads
of opera, that it may be presumed we are inimical to
musical performers in ~eneral. This, however, is not the
case. There are, perhaps, few persons more susmeptible
of ihe beauties of harmony; but we cannot consent to
by our gratifications at the expense of Shakespeare, She-
ridan, Congreve, and Colman. We know well what quali-
fications operatic performers have to delight; but the
drama should have a higher view.sit should instruce, It
-is well to turn to Rossini and Weber for gratification, and

to rsieve our minds ; but we must look for Shakespeare,
- ‘ur Otway, or Jonson, if we would mend our hearts.
Music, certainly, by ereating and inducing susceptibility,
refines the manners; but we question if its tendency is
eéver to improve our natures, We know this will be an~
swered by the assertion, that particular passages affect us
to tears—awaken us 11 joy or sorrow—nay, even to pity,

and other amiahle feehngs ;—but this arises mf'lel} from
- New Sraies, Voo, [.—12,. N
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-
iis operation’ upon our senses. We regard <he effect of
music as the poetry of intoxication. Ap hundred tales
testify the power of music—but it is the power of the
moment’ only—it thralls the heart, whilst it catches the
senses—and may jusily be compared to pmssion, in con-
tradiction-to love. It is as strong and powerful, though
not ag intense a feeling., Whilst it lasts, it ergages the
whole soul—but when it fades, ¢ it leaves no éreck he-
hind’’—it is ereated instantaneously, and dief as sudden-
Iy. Music affects our semses, and subdtes them—nay,
for a time, engages our very souls—hut it does not ope-
rate on our minds—for it is not intelleciual. We will
instance the Weautiful -ballad of Love’s Yourg Dream.
The words enchant our minds—the sounds our sensations
—and yet the portion of that song that most subdues us,
is the Semitone, the © sharp after the 1), and before the
C natural, in the cxclamation Oh! Here it is evi-
dent that it is not the word ; therefore, our minds are not
caught. But from some law of Nature, as immutahle as
- universal, this sound fouches the very soul, and affects us
more than the united operation of words and music,
through the rest of the song. Music can neither teach or
convince—it can charm, soothe, and entrance us. Xt may
. make__3 better—it can never mak® us wiser. I follows,
that musical performers must partake of the attributes of
music, more or less. They may, indeed, by blending
words with music, render the effects they produce some-
what intellectual ; but the greatest singer of the day, who
. should set the example_to her sisters in the art, as if de-
termined to prove her contempt of this union, has become
famous for singing without any wordr al all ; and pexsons
of less talent have emulated her example; and, though
they have not sang variations alone, have been 80 careless
and indistinct, as to render it impossible to trace a syllable
they uttered,. ' . 3 |

The progress of music in this country has been very
slow, uniil the last twenty years; and, in that period, it
has taken sirides of immense magmitude. Such a gene-
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talisation of any art has not taken place in any other
country, in the same space of time, since the creation of
the world. But the march of music has had regard to the
adornments, not the soul of the art. We have quintupled
our pianists—we have more than doubled cur singers—
and we hcve an hundred who can execute bravuras,
where formaorly we had scarcely one. And this we deeply
regret, The.improvement, we had rather say alteration,
has been in externals only ;—ip reality, we have retro-
graded. Our composers of melodies are few and inferior,
but our harmonists are plentiful ; composition requires
genius—harmonising, talent only. We are told that
knowledge is so generally diffused, that sight-singing is a
common acquirement ; and yet we will venture to SRY,
that, amid all our singers, two out of every three camnot
ging a plain minor melody, like Pretiy, Pretty Poll, at
sight; and it is questionable, whether many of them
could run the minor scale. The fact s, our singers do
not study music, but a series of passawes, which, from the
- modern style of composition, they are Bure to encoanter
¢ in every piece. Persons are astonished at the execution
of brilliant passages, and think them dificult—when, in
faci, this very brilliancy, is often a scheme for gettir — rid
of a difficulty, In the key of D, for instance, i6"drop
from the D to the sharp seventh of the key, and thus
take the octave, is difficult at sight; yet, by running
down the notes, it is rendered perfectly easy ; and, when
done, an ignorant person would conceive, that to read
this rup at sight, must be infinitely harder than to pro-
- duce three successsive notes, The uninitiated concejye
all the difficulty of The Seldier Tired to lie in the triplet
Jassages, when, in fact, the only part of that bravura
that really tries a singer, is that portion of it towards the
close, where there are some great distances to take., 1t
is there that a great singer shows her powers., The ob-
Ject of our present vocalists is to surprise, not to please—.
- to awaken, and not to £abdue. Vocal has become sub-
servient to instrumental music, and modern COmpogers

-
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have written passages for the voice, that a felv years sinee
were confined eniirely to the pianoforte. Amid all our
great singers, we have scarcely two who can execute the
ballads of Pelly; and not oneman who can do justice to
the songs of Macheath. The faulf has Been laid upon
their voices s but it is in their education. Oruament has
heen used to cover the dgfects of Natures fﬂll{], when-
ever a pupil finds a difficulty in idking a passage as it
stands, he introduces a flourish at the phuoxious peint; -+
and thus, if he does not Saisfy, at lease dazzles you, A
man of genius combats with, and does not avoid, diffi-
culties—Dbut pur singers are not geninses. DMost of them
take an old song, {when compelled to sing one,) and Ros-
sini it :—our rcaders will understand this unconth ex-
presaion.  Set such men as Melrose, Sapig, Lee, Horn,
&c. &c., down to some of the exquisite melodies found
amongst our psalms, ang their deficiencies become appa-
rent. A season or (wo since, The Farimer was produced
at the Haymarket.- Mr. Duruset omitied that fine song,
commencing, No more I'l court the Town-bred I'air, and
sung, D¢ mine dexr Maid. We do not think so lightly of |
Mr. Duruset’s judgment, as to suppose he can conceive
the Yatter to be a superior song . but, we presume, that
he Tound himself uneqwal to the execution of Shield’s
composition. This system of substitution may be very
convenlent for ineflicicnt singers, but it only fosters wcir
mannerism, and ruins our old operas ; into which a new-
fapgled air introduces itself as strangely, and appears as
much out of place, as a French dancing-master would
amongst a set of eradite pliilosophers, “~ -
“* The 1talian school of singing is the best,”” we admirt
it-—for Italian songs, for Italian music; but for our sofigs,
for Black-eyed Susan, Auld Robin Gray, Sally in our Alley,
and the hundred melodies we might name, the ltalian
style is unfitted, and it destroys where it endeavours o
embellish them, Our priciitive songs differ from the
Ttalian, inasmuch as ours is the_ triamph of words over
music—theirs invariably of music over words, Let us ~

-
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adopt their school in our bravuras, polaccas; scenas,
&c. &c., but let us keep our ballads pure and nnvitiated.
Do rot let us bave our old acquaintances, Qver the hills
angd far away, S:IIJGHTHEEH Deelish, Gilderoy, and The First
of August, fritlered away by the sparkling of Rossini.
Let us hesr them as our fathers heard them—as Mrs,
Wrighten, Mrs. Kenpedy, Mzp. Mariyr, and Mrs, Blaud,
sang them., We 1v°£1t our singers to give us‘what the
writers of other Qays composed, not what they presume to
think they ought to have compoused.

Music i8 not translatable. Every country has a some-
‘thing in its tones that belongs to itself, to waich the terms
good and bad do not apply; because none but patives
can appreciaie or understand it. The most savage nations
have soundsglear to them; and we cannot call thit bad®
music; which we know to be natural. We wish com-
posers would be conient to leage things as they found
them. This they will notdo. Weremember a child say-
ing—if she could, she would cut the moon into little stars.
, Now, an operation of this pature the modern composers

perform upon old melodies: they dividé and subdiviide
them, until the effect of the whole is gones and though
the particies sparkle a little here and there, there ‘s no
complete effect produced. ~

We could say much more upon the modern schoo! of
composition, it we were not reminded that we were keep-
ing a lady waiting ; so, begging Miss Grapvon and our
readers to pardon us, we proceed.

Miss Grappon was born at Bishop’s Lydiard, near
Tauntcn, in the county of Somerset 5 and so far we agree
with some of this lady’s former biographers; bat, say -

»Messieurs of La Bells Assembtée, Monthly Museum, &c.,
she was ushered into existence on the 21st Sept. 1806.
This we take the liberty of denying,—not, we must admit,
from personal knowledge, but from information which we
can rely on. Whether Miss GRappox be twenty-one or
twenty-ihree, is a matter of very little conseguence ;3 but
wherever a concealment or misrepresentation on this sub-

' | v 3
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ject occurs, we are apt to suspect the friends of ihe party
of other acts of quackery, and to look with a jaundiced
eye on the performer. *¢ If Miss Grappon was born in
the autumn of 1806,”” says our informani, ¢ she wag the
most precocious infant I ever beheld ; for 1 saw her at
Christmas, in the same year, running about jn moroceco
shoes and a white frock, and, moreover, pragling nretty
intelligibly.”” | :
- Mr. Graddon, the father of our heroing, holds a situation '
in tliec house of Messrs, {flementi, in Cheapside ; and has
been, we arc informed, for many yecars connected (as a
dealer) with giusic. Miss Gravpon had, at an early age,
the advantages of instruction § and, say her biographers,
““ at five years old, evinced great talents.”” To pass
over ehie period of infancy, we find her, in 1820, a pupil of
T. Cooke’s ; and, whatever had been the promise.of her
childhood, she thenhad gs few requisites as meost young
ladies. We rernemher'ﬁer soon after this, cither in 1821
or 1822, at Vauxha®. Her voice was then very inflexible
and uncertiain, and her car very defective. We recol-
lect that we considered her efforts peculiarly afflicting, -
and little dreamt that she could, by any chance, attain
poprlarity. ‘

Im 828, however, Freeman's Journal informed us,
that she was sojourning in Dublin, (her father’s native
city, we believe,) where she had made a successful dfie,
on the 28d October. We also heard that she had changed
her instructor, and ha.tsl left Cooke for Signor Liverati,

After creating some sensation in Xreland, she returned
to this country, and was making London vie Liwerpool,
when she was stopped by an offer for a few nights. «She
accepted it, and so delighted the management, that she.
was retained for the season, and proceedéd from thence
te Manchester, .

Her course was as rapid as socces¥ful. On the 234
Oct. 15824, she appeared at the Theatre-royal, Drury-
Iane, us Suswnna, in The Marriage of Figaro. She afters

wards assamed Linda. in Der Frieschutz ¢ in which it was
it -
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acknowledg~d, by all parties, she established her claim to
be considered a first-rate singer. Her course at Drury
was a_short ope. Constant bickerings with the manage-
ment ended in her guitting the theatre ; and she has since
engaged at Yo uxhall Gardens, and appeared at Covent-.
garden, where she sang Love was once q Fittle Boy, a hallad
of Wade’s, in which she regilarly received a .double
encove at Drury. 1If is reported that she enlists under
Elliston’s banners, at the Surrey. We hope, for her sake,
tha¢ this may fior be the case.

We now come fo a consideration of the means by which
Miss GRADDON has so far improved her style, and matur-
ed her powers, that, from being a very iferior vocalist
in 1822, she should hecome certainly an enchanting singer
in 1827, Is she indebted to tuition? We think not.
Perhaps there are few more talented musicians if® Eng-
land than T. Cooke, but he is not a geacher to our taste.
‘He has too much genius, to instmet. In fact, to quote a
friend, ¢ he is not sfupid enough o teach anything.”’
Men uf quick apprehensions may acquire themselves, and
impart these acquirements ; but this they'must do at once,
not by those impercepiible gradations that are requisite
in teaching, In fact, clever people shape their instruc-
flons by their own powers, and think their pupil_ogni-
zant of the principles of the things of which they really
do not. understand an iota. They know their uliimate
duty, and begin with that ; and make their unfortunate
disciples, to use the nursery phrase, ‘¢ Run before they
can walk.”” Of Bignor Liverati we know very little, hut
we bave heard him spoken of highly, by those whose judg-
ments are entitled torespect. To these gentlemen, of
course, Miss GrappoN must owe much—but tuition will
not make a singer. In acquisitioy of all Kinds, the
dcholar’s exertions bear a proporiion of six to two in the
result, Miss GRapponhashad perseverance and industry.
of the most extraordinary kind, To a young and ardent
mind, what a wearisome existence mast hers have been ?

~-~devoting ten or tweTve hours of each day to singing.
N 4
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We remember H. used to practise umder Welch,
who prescribed this rule—#¢ Keep at it whilst vou can
standd—then sit and sing—but keep singing. When _yﬂu
SPIT BLOOD, you had belter ledve off.) -
On the subject of Eingmg, there is very litde real’ kncrw-
ledge. Some have voicgg of exquisite tone and extreme
power, and yet muwnﬁ’fﬁﬂ'erencﬂ of formati®n (in all
the organs by which that voice perfopms its operations)
from another, who has scarcely a tone of any description.
This appears to be one o the secrets uf‘N’ature. 1i 18
- engugh for us to know, that-wherever there is an exparigive
chest,and powerful formation, a voice may be created, pro-
vided the throal has no positive defect. But it is essena
tially necessary to these artificial singers, that they be in
rood health—ihat they avoid excesses or stimulants of
any sort. And here, at once, we perceive the reason of
the scarcity of male wingers. In this country, the nam-
ber of persons who are naturally singers, is small ; but
the number of those who might be made 1o sing, i3 im-
mense; ~ ‘The habiis of our young men are such, that they
cannot endure the training requisite, whilst the weaker
sex, as they are insultingly termed, prove their superi-
ority, by a forbearance and endurance worthy of philo-
sopherm.. 1t is no light task to forego all the piteasure and
“blandishtents of society, to commune only with a piano
and an instructor, and to repeat one succession of notes
(not of songs, which might prove entertaining) for hours
- together. The mere muscular exertion requisite is dread-
fully fatiguing. The result of all this exercise is an jn-
crease of compass, of power, and flexibility ; but it never
gives sweetness, and frequently destroys it. Sweet voices
are always formed by Nature—extensive and puwerful
ones are the result of art. /
. Nature did little else for Miss Grappor than bestow
upor her the formation necessary to make a voice, and
give her a tolerable ear. All else she has done for hera
self. But it is with these created instruments a prevail-
ing propensity to deteriorate—to Tose their extent and
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power. A made voice must, therefore, be kept in a state
of perpetual motion; and, if we be not much misinformed,
Miss Grapoon still finds it necessary to devote six hours
per diem to runaing divisions, ‘practising the scale, trying
cadenzas, and cultivating her shake., All this, so far
from dimiuishing, increases her claim to our admiration.
Miss Stephens, who had a voice, and a_fine one, was suhb-
. Jected to some such regimen for years 3 though now, we

believe, the fascinating Katherne practises only at the

theatre; being well contented with the laurels she has
already won,

Miss GraDDRON, as a singer, is more celebrated for the
power of surprising than picasing. She has more bril.
liancy than taste, and more ompass than sweetness. As
@ bravura singer, she is second only to Miss Paton. ~Like
that iady, when she cornmences any &ifficult and brilliant
passages, she secms to revel in her capabilities, and pours
forth the notes in the very exuberance of her power—sheg
lives in cadeuzas—they seem to revive her ; when the
welody alone has, as it were, palled her ear and slack-
ened her exertions, she awakens upon one of her own
fntroductions—dashes boldly on again—retouches the
air—reverts to the ormament—and plays around_ui, ag
loth to quit the scene of her trivmph. OFf all our singers,
Miss (irADDON appears to us to delight the most in orna-
ment.  Not that she uses it more profusely than others,
but that her style of using it conveys to the auditors a
feeling of the pleasure she feels, ic thus giving the reins
to fancy, and wandering at will. It was with as much
surprise as pleasure, that we heard Miss GrAppoN exe-
cuw the pretty balad, (we speak of the musie only,)} Love
wey once ¢ little Boy; and we are greatly mistaken, if the
andience did not share in our astonishment—we are sure
they participated our pleasure. The simplicity and neat-
ness of her style in this song, is strikingly contrasted with
der executivn of other compositions, and has given us a
igher opinion of this ;oung lady’s taste than we hereto-
iore held., Miss Grappon is considerably below Miss
L)
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Paton in all things—she 15 below Miss Stephens in many
—but she is so, more from the fault of Nature than from
any neglect of the aids of art.  She is entitled to the name
of our third Isuglish singer—a high honone, when we con-
sider the multitude of aspirants in this musical age,

Miss GrrADDON's poéwers, as an actress, af'e not of a
high order 3 but we are inclined e think that her capa-
bilitics arc.  She has had little practice, and has ot de-
voted much attention e this branch of lier profession s
bul Miss Grappox has the wmaterials of zeting in her
hature—ntee discrimination—susceptibility, and animal
spirtl, 1 whl e lier own faals, if she is not o good ac-
tress.  And shewight now relax a lidtle i her musical

devotion, and give a liitle tine o hisirionic study,
.

Since wriddog thiz Mewmoir, ap action has been tried in
the Caourt of King’s Bench; of which we present a con-
densed report.

“ Wednesday BOA June, 1827 ,—Grappov e, PRICE.—
Mr. SBerjeant Wilde, wiv appeared as counsel for Miss
Granpow, stated, thai the action was hrought {o recover
urrears of galary due frem the defendant to plaintifl, the
plaiz’ i having been engaged at"Drury-lane theatre for
three years,al a salary of £8,£9,and £10 perweek, It
appearcd from the statement of the learned Serjeant, that
the amount in question, £20, had been wiihheld by way,
of fine, the original amount being £30, ten of which was
returned, and a premizc of the rewainder, if Miss Grap-
DoN behaved well during the residue of the season. The
fine was levied in consequence of Miss GrADDON réfusing
to resume the characier of Catherine, in The Sioge of RBel-
grade, a part which she had played; and was afterwards
cast Mrs. Geesin. But on the occasion which Fave rise
to this action, Mrs. (ieesin was so much indisposcd, as to
render it impossible for her to attend ihe theatre s—Miss
(GRADDON Was sent to, the day previous fo the intended
performance, and rchearsed the parct, but, on the following
morning, sent an apolegy.  Anpother tady (Miss A, Tree,
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we believey was substituted s but the audience were so
dissatisfied, that it became necessary for Mr., Wallack
to use his persuasive tones to appease them.

“ Mr. Berjeant Adams held a brief for Mr. Price, and
stated, that itwas necessary for the maintenance of good
order in the theatre, that the fines he enforced, ¢ He was
sorTy to say, that Miss GRADDON’S airs before and behind
the curtain, were certainly not the same. Tt was acknow-
ledged, that she was one of the most charming and delight-
Sully fascinating liltle creatures “that ever came into a thea.
fre.”  Mr. Serjeant Adams further stated, Mr. Price had
no wish {0 deprive Miss Grappow of any_portion of her
salary ; and it was his intention, had the young lady
thought proper to conform to (he regalations of the thea-
tre, to return the amount; buet it appeared that Misw
Grappow, finding it more to her advantage to perforin
elsewhere, had left him. -

* Mr. Wallack and Mr. DDunn were examined, to prove
that Miss Guappon had every opportanity of becoming
acquainted with the regulations of the theatre.,

** Mr. Wallack considered Miss Grappon a quick
studier ; and thought she had sufficient time given her to
have recavered the peri,

** Cross-examined.—¢ I have never actually seen me fines
paid, but have known that they have been so, from the
¢ mplaints of those who had suffered. The only instance
at which I was present, was in my own case, having been
once fined myself (o laugh,) That was, however, some
years back, and I have since grown wiser.’

““ The Lord Chief Justice left it to the Jury to say,
whether they believed the defendant was entitled to make
the deduction. If they thought he was entitled, their
verdict would be for himj if not, it weuld be for the
plaintiff,

‘“ The jory returned a verdict for plaintiff, damages
£20.7 _

The only question which the jury should have consi-
dered, or should have bLeen directed fo constder, was,
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whether Miss GrapDoN was engaged to fill <hat line of
character ;3 and if so, whether she had sufficient time al-
lowed her to study {he part., The decision is a vicious
one, for it is given upon no alleged ground.

We are informed that Miss GrAappox’s ewnduct in the
theatre was hauvghty and overbearing. We are sorry if
Miss (ymappow acts thos, for her own sake ; fo? she will
assuredly gain nothing by it ; and she should not suffer
her good sense to be imposed upon by éhe fulsome adula-
tion of her friends, or the wisguided vanify of her parent,

On Mr, Graddon’s examination he stated, ¢¢ that his
davghter had been of age upwards of a twelvemonth,??
So much for a™data firnished by himself, some time back,
lo the magazines, in which he stated 1806 as the vear of
Jer birth,  We should preswue that 1804 was, in fact,
the imfortant year ; though our informant upon this point
declares, that oar bevolne will he twency-four years of
age on the 21st of next September,

Miss GravpoN's fivare 1s petile, bul well formed 3 her
complexion, hair, and cyes are darl 3 but she possesses a
“ good candle-light countenance.”
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—*—_
. OLD ACTORS.

b ay sudced an old fellow—1 remember Garrick’s
furewell, Wpwards of half a centiny fro—and went with
him (when a were boy) fo hear Miss Brent, in 1766, 1
was in Londgn for a week, some time sinee, and et
several performéis that 1 can recollect for leng perinds.
L saw Quoucw, ut Pentonville, nokine well and hearty—T
remember him actiug at the Haymarket with Foorr, in
the year 1775, perhaps earlior thap that, I saw Bavxise
TER—young Jack, as T always have called him—1I was
at tie Little Theatre when he made hiz first annear-w
ance, tor his father’s Lenefit ; and that will be Jorty-nine
yearsago,come Michaelmas. 1 met ) #ox Jounsrone, who
tame as a leading singer (o Covent-garden fortyfive years
stnce, the same yeor that Mrsa, Sroposs (who 1 remember
in London fifty-one xvars age) made lhier great hit,  With
him was MuNDEN, who came to succeed Epwry, cight-and.
thirty years since. Going from thence, through liolywell-
street, past $he Ange’ L encountercd Tow Rrzs, who
was in his zenith forfy years ago, at the Royalty mwhere
Miz, Giois was then acting, and young Bramaw, then
ab ot fifleen, was singing.  And nt the Bank 1 encoun-
tered the well-Kpown _é'a{re of Fawcerr, wiih whom 1
walked from the cider-celiar, in Maidan-lanae, (after
tew.) at five o’clock, ou 21st Sepi= 1791, dp to the oy
market, and went into the pit, {0 see him apuear as Caled,
10 e would be a Seldier—(this part has been altered into
Sem Swipes, for Listox:) that is six-and-thirty vears
swice, and PAwceTT was at least thirty then ; yed he is
as healthy as ever, as (thank Heaven) am 5.7’

Lxtracted from a private letter to the Editor, dated
fasi February, and writt.n by a friend of Mr. Laey, the
former paicntee of Drury, and one who was on intimate
forms with Foore and " Ganrrick.
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A PUNNING COMEDIAN,

At a dinner given lately, a pretty considerable sprink -
hng of performers gratuitously attended. The president
took occasion to compliment the histrionics, and proposed
the health of the ¢ galaxy of stars that had honoured and
favoured them with their presence.,”” A gentledlan, known
in the literary as well as the dramatic world, returned
thanks in the following gpeech ;—s¢ Gentlemen,—Myself
and brethren cannot suffer your complithent to pass un-
noticed. 1In deference to your discrimination, we admit
ourselves {o be stars, and so far the president was in the
right ; but hé”called us a galaxy of stars; and there, he
will admit, he was wrong. The galaxy, as yon remem-
_ber, gentlemen, signifies the milky way; now, thoughwe
be stars, our glasses testify that we are not in the MILEY
way, When the g.otleman compared us to the inhabi-
tants of the blue sky, he should not have accused us of
this devotion to sky-Blue. He need not, however, be
cowed by this remark, for he is not the first president who .
has made a dull. Actors have been compared to starg
because they only shine at night; but 1 fear they arg®
like them, because they are governed by the great bear,
(the r anager;) and still more $6, inasmuch as society
seems generally determined to make lighi of them, and
keeps them invariably at a great distance.”’

|
-

THE GRECIAN THEATRE.

(Conwnued from p. 196,)
ItiscertainSophocles was a genius of transcend ant merit.
Histragediesserved asamodel for A ristotle’s £ri of Pootry,
Plato’s advances in philosophy were compared with the
improvements of Sophocles in tragedy; Tully calls Kim
the divine poet, and Virgil has given him a marked pre=-
ference to all other writers of tragedy. 8o charming
was his poetry, that he was called the Bee; and, to trans-
mit this eulogium to posterity, a hive was carved UpOR
hizs towb, not less to impress thd werld with an idea of -
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the sweetnwss of his verse, than the dilizence of his -
dustry,

Sophocles, like his predecessor /Eschylus, ranked
among the defenders of his country. He commanded an
army in cenj.ncilon with Pericles against the Samians ;
from which expedition he returned rinmphant. His fame
foliowed mim in every thing he undertook, even to old
age, at which time, he is reported to have retained his
faculties with ali the fire and vigour of younth, and of this
there is a remarkable instances

Sophocles had four sons 3 who, tired with so long a de-
pendence on an old man, represented him to the judges
as a driveller,and a person incapablc of gdverning his fa-
mily, or taking charge of his affairs. Sophocles con-
founded them by a traii which they little cxpected, Heg
had just finished his Oedipus of Colonos, and all The an-
awer he made te this unjuse accusedion, was by reading
his tragedy Defore the Judres, which contnined in it such
strength of mind, suck beauty, sueh wruth, and such per-
suasion, that they dismissed him with an aeclamation of
praise, His chiidrea got noibing by this suit, but the
shame and infapyy due to such flagrant ingratitoude.

There are three dilferent accovinds of the death of So-
phocles, Pliny and Vaberius Maximus say” that we died
nf excess of jov, in s ninetv-fifil year, at the success
of oue of his tragedies.  Others sy, that in reciting his
tragedy of Anfigenis, he Rept his hreath so tong, that it
stopped the action of Bis luags; but Lucian tells us that
he was choked by a grepe glone,

Platarch says, that ene ¢f the vons ef Sophocles was a
cotemporary writer with his father, and from other ag-
thors we learn that another of his suns and twe nephows,
wrote pieces beih tragic and lyric. We Know nothing,
however, of these pieces, or even of their titles,

Actors were held in very hign repute in (reece 3 for
the Greeks honaured all ‘liose whase pursuits wore stimil-
Iated by meritorious emulaiion,

It happened, however, tnat the arts which flourished in
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perfection at Athens were little known in Sparta. The
Greeks were divided info two kingdoms by opposite
manners, opposite habits, and appositc modes of thinking.

This circumstance was honourable to the Spartans.
Their manners were so auastere, and thgir conduct so
exact, that they rejected every thing saperflnous; amuso-
inents, poetry and music in particular, were* hut little
encouraged among them ; such, however, as they hid a
taste for, were remarkable for simplicity and dignity of
expression. Terpander,_.who was botlt a poet and a
musician, with Pindar and many other eminent men,
though not Spartans, were admired in Sparta.

Anything but the mere sentiment in music and poetry,
and its force and influehce on the mind, the Lacedema-
nians rejected. Even when Lycurgus instituted the

“senate-of thirty, including the two kings, they met in
the open air, under on idea that a hall, or building of any
kind, prepared for the purpose, might amuse the atten-
tion with such trifles as pictures, or statues, and splendid
ornaments, instead of occupying it on subjects relative
to the general welfare,

Theatres, in like manner, were discouraged. Agesi-
laus, who reigned in Sparta forty-one years, held the
theatr in contempt, QOne day, CXllipedes, a celebrated
Greek tragedian, approached Agesilaus and paid his res-
pect te him, and having waited a considerable time in
expectation that some honourable notice would be taken
of him, said, at last, “ Do you not know me, sir '’ The
King looked at him with contemptuvus disdain, and said,
“ Are you not Callipedes, the stage-player #** At ano-
ther time he was asked to hear a mimic who imijated the
nightingale to perfection. ¢ No,”” said he, ** [ hitve
heard the nightingale herself.?” -

To be concluded in our nexld.
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PERFORMANCES OF THE PRESENT DAY,
el -
DRURY-LANE THEATRE,

Morives of curiosity induced us to visit this theatre on
Friday last, it Javing been stated that MF. Epwiwn, whose
success n the Countrymen was, at the best, but equivoeal,
had requested of PricE a trial in another line of business,
the frishmen. Man and Wife is the dnll play of an infe-
. rior dramatist. 1t requires the finest acting to make it
endurable. It was performed as if the players had con-
certed together, as {o the readiest method of damning it.
Mr. Arcagr was imperfect in that very bad part, Lord
Austincourt ; and PowecrL (who appeared tHe only gentle-
man amongst them) has grown indistinct from age. Hag-
LEY’s Ponder was misconceived altogether ; and, instead
of being slow and reflective, was dapper, pert, an®mer-
curial, Mr. CooPEr walked about ia a naval eniform,
and was called Charles Adustincourt. Words would be
wasted in an atlempt to describe this wretched effort.
Abrupt and obtrusive, without being natural—loud, hut

not impressive—vulgar and noisy, but not impassioned—
- coarse, but not humorous. His performance was taste.
less and soulless. A spruce man-milliner in masquerade
was all he appeared, and not then a genteel one. _Tn his
scenes with Miss ELren TrEE, (who played Helen Worritt
pretiily, not greatly,) he was coid and declamatory—and
heF person and an.mation appeared to have no effect upon
his stoical quietude. His exit was really quite a relief,
Mr, Epwin’s O° Dedimus is beyond v criticism.  We can
only observe, that it was the mos? extracrdinary perform-
atice we eyer witnessed. As O’ Dedimus, he took occasion
to say; ¢ What I have done, I’ve performed ; what I’ve
pe-formed, I'll justify.”” Now, if Mr.,Eowix, having
performed Cornelius, can Jjustify his so doing, we shall be
happy to hear from him. DowToNn’s Sir Willcughby was
mimitable, We wish he had koown a little more of the
part. Yonee and Miss SuiTuson peiformed Falkner
and Fanny well ; and &, Smitvu’s Sailor was admirable.
He is an actor,
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The Adapted Child, a puerile picce, writtef by a citizefi
and a pastry-cook, and which, like its anthor, was origi-
nally supported by puffs, followed, WaALLack’s Michae!
isa fasltiess performance—natural—pathetic~—humorous,
and characteristic. 1t reminded us of J#ck BANNISTER
in his best days; and it is impossible to giiae a higher
praise to the delineation of a sailor.  J. Russert plgyed
Reecord Indifferently ;3 and Mr. ComEr was imperfeet in
the short part of Spruce. DNMrs. Orenr and Miss Pixcore
Ieoked extremely well 3:2-and this is all the author has
allotted them to do. The Day after the Wedding con-
cluded the pegformances, Eirrev Trerthelady, Hoorer
the Colonel. ¢ Knowing what we have scen, secing what
we sce—tame, weak, and inclicctive 3 the lady cortainly

~was ¢onsiderably bettes than the gendeman; and she was
immeasurably below what we cxpect in Lady IPreelove, at
a national theatre. "Hoorrr has caughl some of Coorrn’s
philosophy—his cooclness (in passionate scenes) is quite
refreshing. Thus ewded an infliciion ef five hours—an
exhibition of acting that would bave disgraced a tiird-
rate provincial theatre~—and yet the pouyr suffering Lon- |
doners hore it with exsmplary patience,

- VAUXHALL GARDFNS, .
The Ballle of Waterloo has certainly astonished us, 1t
bears no resemblaned 1o any other performance that e
can call to mind. Tt is (e enly eShibition that bhas
cheated us into a helief of iis reality—a test of its excel-
lence. It reflects lm highest eredic on Farcev and
Cooke. We should have reprobated snch an attempt in
a theatre 3 but as a speciacle, and in a place ftted only
for spectacles, it elaims our praise, Twelve thousand
puersons,-it is said, paid on the first Monday nighl—
(£2409)-—and 980 fowls were demolished, This is likely
{0 zive the proprietors many merry-thoughts § and tiey
may well disuense with any fireeorks in the guardens, for
they must have increased amavingly in the kitchen.
Q200 persons paid te go o the gallery, to see The Baltle—
{L£11).)  Yight such nights would make a gr_at season.
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MEMOIR

PRANCIS BUNTLREY,

W (Qf the Survey and Coburg, and late of Covent-garden Theatre, )

i et
Within is wine—
Brandy ! —brandy !—Schoel of qu'ﬂrm.

* T've kiss’d and ’ve pratiled with ifty fair maids,
And I've changed them as often, d’yc see,”

el —

AFTER the furor for acting has abated in either actor
OF &ciress, it i a very great questicn if they ever rise (o
-~ eminence in the profession, A continued serios of excite-
i ment I1s necesrary to keep alive that energy, which is the
grand essential, und to which Kean chiefly owes his great
success ;3 but can the reader call to mind any performer
who has met with s0 many circumstances, fince wis first
-appearance at Drury, fo call furth all his powers, as Mr,
‘Beanhas? InScotand,a deputaion waited on him, and
- presented him a.sword, for his performance of Mucheth
- in America, public meetings were convened, to pay ho-
" mage to his taleat.; in London, 1.3 sociely was couried
by the great ; and even the action brought against him
by Mr. Alderman Cox, which raised such an outcry among
the puritanical tribe, so far from doing him an injury,
a.sakened hin to renew his soul-stirring efforte, and has
~made him once more the most attractive member of the
profession, | o .

The gentleman, whos. Memoir we now lay before the
public, had, at the period he consented v become an
actor at a minor estalflishment in London, all the requi-

New Srwigs, Vou. 1.—13, . 0
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. L
sites and capabilities for a s'uperinr station immone or other
of our patent theatres ; and such was the evident feeling
of the then preprietors of Covent-garden, who ‘engaged
him, afier he had played some time at the Surrey, under
Mr. Elliston’s management. But love of gase, or a desire
rather to be at the head of the dog, than the tail of the
lion, either made him careless in his hnnnuraﬁ]&"ﬂ‘:ﬂiun
at the theatre-royzal, or restless to be again amongst the

clamour of St, George’s Iiclds, where he has eyer since
remained, occasionally smffering from the® different expe-
rimentalists- that have launched small capitals, and ob-
tained lurge credit, by becoming propriefors of the thea-
tres on the Suttey side of the Thames, But to our tale,
in form :—Mr. Francis Huntney was born in the year
1787, at Barnsley, in Yorkshire, It was his lot to be
deprivet of his father, at a period when he was too young
"to be conscious of hi. loss, o . S
It Iias been stated by a biographer of our hero, that he
received his education at Douglas’s academy, in South
Audley-street, and that he was the schoolfellow of some
of our present nobility 5 but our personal recollections of
frolicsome Frank contradict this nsseriis®™ It is said, in
the work we advert to, that Mr, HUNTLEY was articled
o a su”geon, but this, we apprehend, is also erponeocus,
It is to be lamented, that all actors betray a wish to
. aggrandise their origin  That this has heen forced tpon
- them, by the scorn the world has shownwowards the pro-
fession, we admit ; but that is a bad cause, ihat can only
be sapporied by falseh~od., 1t is no discredit toe Kean,
to have been bred in the sireets—it is no merit of C. Kem-
ble’s, lo have been a student at a college ;—but §f hetors
seek to defend themselves from the general censgre
levelled at their craft, by adduecing, in their  particumr
instances,; the circumstance of having received competent
‘educations, we may he inclined to pardon them; but
what shall we say to a portion_of the press who lend
themselves to the weakness of the actor, and, {0 use a
vulgar phrase, t father the lies me coins " What an
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-actor has b_en, previous to his coming upon the stage, is
o more to an anditor, than what hic wi!ll be when he leaves
it. If Arthur Duke of Wellington were reduced to assume .
the buskin for Lread, afier the first week, all personal
feeling towarJs him would become extinct, and le wouold
be tried by the only fair ordeal for an actor—Lhis dra-
mati~ elent, * Mr. Carles, who now with difficulty obtains
thirty-shitlings a week at our minor theatres, surrendered
a situation under government, produocing nearvly £1000
per annum, 10 embrace the provession, Does this circume
Btance render him a better actor, or protect him from re-
prehension, when he fails in his duty as a performer }
Or does the fact, that Braham was a wandering, un-
friended, ragged boy, in the Minories, take one jot from
the delight we experience in beholding bim in the Serase
kier2 - ~
We have premised thus moch, because our memories
- contradict a vast deal of the s(uff that i3 foisted upon us
in the way of biography; the pracious eoncoctors of
which would fain persunde us, that performers were all
of noble origin, when, in fact, from (he facilities it affords
to advancemenr; it is the profession in which most un-
educated and ‘unporiioned persons enter. To become an
agtor, requires only the possession of a {Jair ow white
pantaloons and stage boots; and we are not aware of any
ather trade thot can be staried on so slight a capital,
We remember - rank Hunvrey about the year 1800,
1801, 1802, and 1803 and, at that time, ke had received
o further education than reading, writing, and cipher.
ing. He'was a blufl, good-natured lad; but kocw as
Iitile abrut the classics as he did of acting, Oh! for a
refrospective glance at our days of boyhood, when Ox-
fin'd-street echoed with our footsteps, and the neighbour-
hood of Soho rang with our merriment ! * FlunTrgY was:
one of the many whom we knew, though not intimately;
and it now hehoves us te tell thee, reader, when, where,
and how,
‘Al No. 97, Berwick=-strect, Oxford-street, stood (nay,
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for aught we know, yct standeth) a priveie theatre.
There, some twenty ycars singe, or perhaps, rather some
guarter of a century ago, congregated divers gentlemen,
stage-struck and moon-strock, though not stricken in
vears, They formed themselvea into three jeparate come
_ panies, at the head of one of which was the well-known
Pierce Egan, who, in his youth, did love the Stag _ and
enact thereon. The second company, if our memories
have not betraved us, called Downe (now of York, and
who failed at Drury as S Pefer Teazle)its manager, in
conjunction with one Hillington, whe subsequently be-
came a favourite in some provincial theatres ; and a Mr.,
Tygot lorded if overithe third set. These companies pers
formed on alternate nights, and our hero was a member
-f Tygot’s gang. These youths occasionally vented their
talents~at henefits at the Haymarkei; and at one of
these, we think, we wemember our hero shining forth as
the villain {we forget his name) in The Prize; and Yierce
Lgan, on that occasicn, sang a song.

‘Tygot’s company, reverently be it hinted, were, com-
pared to us of the other seis, mere vulgarians ; and we
of the Downe and Egan fraternity bestowed upon the
others, on all occasions, a due aud proper share of con-
tempt.— We Tooked on them as a ﬁrur}'-iane-itg does on
an Olywmpian ; which, if thou art conversant with these
mafters, reader, thou Zilt own is treating them scurvily
enough, - -

Woulds, of the Bath theatre, and called the Somerset
Liston, and many a snug citizen who new gladdens-Cheap-
sicle and Broad-street with his presence, then ﬁtrutteci_
before the boxes and pit of Berwick-street.  Ore by one
they ‘litted from ns—some of the poor unfledged draima-
tics were naged in counting-houses»—some * tricd a flighe;»
and winged fheéir way to country companies—some re-
formed, and quitted the sceni¢ paths of briars—and others,
Jaunching into a thousand diﬁsi% tions, found a premature
grave, Alas! for (he multitude we mingldd with then,
save some fow, they are but shodews now!  But we are
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fatiguing yon, reader, with useless retrospections—so let
us retarn to our hero. e sent in his resignation to Mr.
Tygot, and, about | 406, having received his introductory
letter from the managerial provider at the Harp, he got
on the outside of the Brecknoek coach, and bade a long
adicn to London. Mr. R. Philiips, until lately the per-
petral>~ ¢ fathers, friars, &e. at Drory, was then the
manager of a small company, and sceking favour in
. Wales, Unfortunately, it was « gude seeking but ill
finding 3> for te Cambrians did not rciish the Thes-
pilans 3 and eur unforfunate hero was, on his very outset,
initiated into all the miseries and privations of the ro-
fession. His own stock of meney was soun exhausted,
and he retarned to town, completely roined by his Welch
trip 3 at the folly of which, he, to this day, inveighs 5 a
facetious friend having remarked to him, that 'wJonah"
was the only man that ever came tninjured out of the
interior of Wales.”' .

The Lyceum was, at this time, the arena for divers
deviaus performances 5 and, in conj%inction with Laurent,
our hero held forth; acquiring lietle profit, and less fame.
Here, howevesr, " e was noticed by Mr, Be verley, then of
Covent-garden theatre, who engaged him for the summer,
at Richmond. With mr, Beverley he contizued e consi-
derable period, and realy studicd® bis profession. Iie
came into that gentleman’s company as a tyro, he left it
au artist. )

We next find our hero in the Stamford and Nottingham
theatres, but there he did not sustain the reputation he
had gaincd in the garden of. England ; and, for certain
causes unknown to his biographers, he departed.

sAr, Watson, the proprietor ¢pro tem. ) of the Birming-
hz n theatre, engaged Mr. HuntLEY ; and he made his
dedif on those boards, as Otkello, to the fago of Kena.
Our hero met with great applause, but Keap (ihén, as we
think, known . by the nama of Carey) was unnoticed in
Ixgo, (hough warmly applauded in his personation of
Harlequin afterwards,.

T o3

-
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From thig company Mr. Kean seceded, in_consequence
of the discovery of a platonic attachment between himself’
and a lady of the company, who unluckily had a hus-
band, who was o, we will not gratify you with that
tale, reader——suffice it, he was a man In authority—and
Kean soughi safety in ftight. HunTLEY Was left in pos-

~session of all the tragedy-—but he did not long e’ vy ite—-
for an awkward aftair occurring to him, as well as HStittle
coadjutor, he followed bis example, and stole a march.

Irom this period we lose sight of MraHuNTLEY, untif ™
ubout the middle of 1808, when we find him the kiH-devil
of the Bolton theatre ;5 of which Ryley, who opened and
closed at Drugy, as Sir Peter Teasle, was manager. There,
Robert William, the lessec, when en a sfar visit, saw him, .
and engaged him for respectable utility at the Manchestey

-theat: o, and frdm thence at the Surrey, where he opened .
Iy the suinmer of 1809, as Lockit, to the Capt, Macheath
of the manager, and fulfilled his deamatic duties by per-
forming Panteloon in the pantomime that followed.

- It may have becen-vbserved, in the Ifirst Series of thia
Work, that Mr. Elliston was not an especial favourite
with vs, We have, indeed, been ac_.sed of dealing ”
harshly with him. 8ince many of our lines. were penned,
he has fallen into difficnlty—the s.nshine of public favounr
has crased (o encompass him—and he has sudk into the
shade of adversity. ltis no time to remember a man’s
delinguencies in his siuffering s and w therefore eanmel

‘much that we should otherwise have redorded here. Mr.
Elliston is, we are told, bent upon reforum, We rejoice
to hear it. He has no warmer addirers (haw we once
were—and we shall be bappy of an opportunity of again
recording his praises. Passing, then, what we should
otherwise have descanted on, we shajl only remark, tLat
the judg.nent was very guesiionable,’that could assign to
any one performer, Earl Osmond, Richard, Lockit, Mac-
heath, and Pantaloon. ) | |

During Mr. HUNTLEY’s secofid season at the Surrey,
Mr. Harris received an intimatior of his talent, and sent
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for him. A treaty was the consequence and in {his the
Surrey man:_ser interfered, claiming the exclusive ser-
vices of our hero. But, after much discussion, the dif-
- ferences were arranged ; and, on the 27th Nov. 1811,
he appeared at Covent-garden theatre, as King James, in
Morten’s versimn of The Lady of the Lake, called The

Knight of Snowden,

The Labats of Mr. Hunroey were little suited to the
sphere he now moved in: and the following Haster he
returned to the Swrey; from thence he went to Dublin,
where, for two scasons, he led the business.

We bave a note respecting an occurrence about this
period ; but, it having nearly escaped conflagration, and
having thus lost the commencement of it, we forget whe-
ther it appended to our present or some other hero. Howe
ever, we ghall teil the tale here, _ -

At Dublin, Mr. Talbot was, as he deserved to-be, a
- great favourite; and, whep that thcatre closed, he ma-
naged some of the provincial ones himself, 1t was at
one of these that our hero witnessed_the following sceune,
A Mr. Diggs (whose grandfather, as the Dublin boys

maintain, tausht John Kemble fo act) was indebted to
" Talbot, in a suiax sum, for the half of bis receipts on hia
ticket-night ; and Mrs. T., who is paramount, and < has
a voice potential as Mhe Duke’s,”” had informati_z that
the comedian intended decamping after playing in the
firat piece, leaving his character i the farce to another.
T prevent his Zight, Mrs. Tulbot entered his dressing-
room, whilst ke was upon the stage, and carried off his
~ unment'onables. *When Mr, Diggs came to change, he
found that his only pair were missing ; and he immedi-
ately aprlied to the sovereign of the place, (this is the
term they bestow on {heir magistrates,) and Mrs. Talbot
Wwus taken into custody, and was ultimately obliged to
pay a sum far exceeding the ticket-money, to Seitle the
matiter. This, and many other occurrences, gave the lads
of shilelah an idea, that, in the establishment of Mr. Tal-
bot, the grey mare was decidedly the better horse; and

| | o4
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they accordingly greeted the manag{,r and his dame very
frequently with the interrogatory of,  Wlo wears the
breeches ?’>  Mrs. Talbot bore this with exemplary forti-
tude for some time; but, at length, exasperatﬁﬁ ta the
last degree, she went into the boxes with a pair of leathern
unexplainables around her neck ; and the moment the well-
known question was put, she rose and said, ¢ Now yon
see who wears the breeches !’  This nnded [ Tem ﬂtter 3
and having no farther occasion for these embléms of
superiority, she gave them to a performer now attached
{o Covent-garden theatig, who had 1wem transforined
into a pair of stage-boots, which he, to this day, wears.

After this; Mr, HuxnTLEY was at the Clympic; and,on
My, Dibdin’s Paking the Surrey, rejoined that establish-
ment. From thence he went to the Coburg, where he had
-alung paper war with Glossop s which ended, as dramatic
“Warfame always does—in the pariies becoming better
friends. - We then sz him at the Royalty 3 at the West
London, where he opened in (Edipus, to the Jocasta of .
Mrs, Glover, at the time Amherst had the theatres; at
- Astley’s; and then,once more, the hero of ihe Surrey
and Coburg. To ¢ {rack these wanderings,”” would be
. tedious and unprofitable, —

During the run of Giseanni on Horseback, he undertook
the hera; ami thus curiously anndinced his mtentmn of
vncalismﬂ' 3¢ Don Giovanni, by Mr. HeNTLEY 5 on which
vccasion he will actually attempt to sing ! 11"

Mr. HunTLEY s dramatic career bein_thus ascertainen,
we shall, according to our custom, (a custom which some
actors tell us would bg more honoured in the bregch than
in the {}hEEI‘FHHCE,) look at the man. Mr. HoxrLEY lias
becn dying for the last ten years, Ask after him, At any
time within that period, and yea would hear—*¢ Poor
FrANK is at death’s door.’’ In faci, he has used hi.r-
self to the strongest stimulants, and has reduced himself
to a mere machine, only kept goiug by artificial excite-
ments. The rheumatic gout hes been his complaint for
. many years, and.his principal medicine is.brand,r, Neither
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the directiong of physicians, or the entreaties of his friends,
can wean him from his favorite liguer—which he abso-
lutely takes as other men drink malt liquor. Latterly,
his'engagement=at the Surrey, with Honeyman, who kept
& public-hov e as well as the theatre, was one guinea &
night, aAnd as much brandy as he eould drink. We do
net seliave it possible to make him inioxicated—Mhe is
. fairly brandy-proof, And this may probably account
-~ feor what, either way, is much to his credit——that he is
never g0 much affected by liguor, as to be incapabkle of
discharging his duty to the public. His.hands are much
contracted by his disorder, and covered with chalk-stones,
nay, it is said, he e¢an write his name on a wall with his
‘own fingers,

Mr. HunTLEY’s devotion to the fair sex is well knowa.
He was married, we think, in the vyear 18bw, to an
amiable woman, who bore him onc.child ; but, since that
period, we believe they have not lived tﬂgethcr.

" The door-keepers of the Surrcy have had a tedious
time of it ; for Mrs. Huntley’s name was left at the door
for admitta- ~¢; and,.on one occasion, HoNTLEY Bent
round, mdlﬂ'htl}', to know why Mrs, Huntley had been
refused. ** Why, what am I 1o do,str ¥’ said the money-
taker. ¢ I have passed nine Mra,  Huntleys already.”

We believe Mr. HuNTLEY has 4 world of gratirude due
‘o the sex, In his sickness, his ;poverty, and sorrow, he
“has always hac-some devoted fair one, who watched over

his fretful slumbers—

¢ And, sweeter than a fond mother's lullaby,
Over her peevish child,

she cheered him. Circumstances like these tend to give
w8 & better opinion of human nature, It tells us, that
even the wicked and degraded have feelings a8 troe and
as tender, as the more prudent and more virtuous part of
hnman nature. _ -

- Mr, HuntLEY i3 one of the many ‘versatile actors,

whuaa versatility bas proved ruicous. The man whe can
| o5
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do everything, i3 so often called into action, Dat his im«
pertance becomes weakened by the frequent exertion of
his ialent ; and he does so much with such apparent ease,
that managers cannot conceive that to be talented, that is
executed with so little exertion, - Tom Jores, Tfm Ficar
of Wakefield, Lear of Humble Life, Edward the Bluck
Prince, Giovanni, Fazio, E! Hyder, Lockil, Geovge" Larn-
well, Pantaloen, are amongst his many successful nﬂaump-
tiens, QOur here has some of the highest requisites for the
prefession. © Bis voice is ppwerful, clear,%and his under-
tones sweetly pathetic 3 his face very expressive, and his
Cmastery of his featnres wonderfal, We should be SOITY
to say thai Mr.MJuNtLey lacks mind, for that is not the
case; bul he scldow thinks worth while o employ it. He
acts, butdocs not think a part.,  In half the melo-drama-
tic herows of the Coburg. hie roared his tiwe out, and at-
tempted no more 3 bul whilst under Dibdin, at the Surrey,
and when at Ddublin, he was a different man., The fact
is, (zilossop’s show-shop spoiled hkisn. The rabble that
frequented ihe gallerios were bent upon nothing but come
bats; and, when our hero fell, afier a proiracted fight,
long enough to have immorialised a Lownidas, the one-
shilling worthies were always inclined to call ont to the
wﬂﬂr, i~ the language of the boy itr The Children in the
Wood,  Kili him agaln—h& can’t be too dead 1™

Mr. HonteeY’s day is past, He can never hope (ev.en
shalild he recover ail his physical powegs) to become g
first-rate acior. He must confine himself now 10 melo=
drama and romaince. Bu* in this he wourld have fewecom-
petitors. He is a much better actor, even in hi% feeble
and decrepit state, than that milk-and-water gentleman,
Mr. Cooper ; and, ainongst the regulars, may fairly claimh
a place next to Mr.C. Kemble.* What,;Mr. HUNTLEY
conld be, or rather what he._mlght have becn, is not now
our purpose to inquire. What he is, may soon be told.

T

* ﬂur readers will remember, tlmt we vank Warde and Wﬂl—
lack before the manager of Covent-ge rd®n theatre. :
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A powerful pourtrayer of the.ersily defined emotions—a
glorious actor of straightforward delineations. Give him
rage, despdir, fear,or any sirung and decided passion, and
he will communicate its throes to his auditors with the
fidelity and fire of Kean ; but when he comes to the nicer
ghades of character—to the mixed emotions—io those
pithy speeches with which Shakespeare abounds, wiere,
in on» LLu~, many differ&nces and cenflicting passions are
to ve pourtrayed—he ¢ slubbers it in haste” —he seems
- to feel a econsciousness of insufficiency, and hurries over
the passage. Mothing on earth can exceed his—

“* Oh, that the slave had twenty thousand lives !

in Othello ; but he produces no effect at alrby the reply—

% Not 2 jot!—nota jot!*”
S

Again, in Macbetk, his return with the daggers, will bear
competition even with Kemble’s enrreé ; but he fails en-
lirely in— _
' ““ I could not say Amem,™ &¢,
and, in that beautiful speech, beginning—

“ Sha should have died hereafter,

Mr, HuNTLEY is & man of more talent than Fening-——
more acquirement than intwitive dramatic tact. He is
i -tterin Otway, Dryden, Phillips, or Lee, than in Shake-
speare. He may be said to have travelled the highway
of the human heart ; but he has not explored its secret
passages or innermost recesses. ~ He seldom iakes the
trouble to do as well as he conld, and too often sacrifices
his judguient to his love.of apitause. ¢ The gentlemen
un stairs’” too often attract him by iheir noisy approba-
bation ; and for that he foregoes the still sma’} véice of
critical approbation. In his comic assumptions, Mr.
Hu~NTrLEY has a sprightly hiimour and gentlemanly eage 3
but tragedy is decidedly his forte. :
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Mr. HunTLEY is about five ftet (en inches in height;
of a doark complexion. He now, In consequence of his
_complaint, is bent nearly double, and relies Yor support
upon a stick, He is a miserable wreck of what he was ;
and, at the age of forty, presents an awful spectacle of
the effects of dissipation, and a warning to the many hun-
dreds that are treading the same rainous path.
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'HISTRIONIC ANECDOTES, &o.
.

" rRE GRECTAN THEATRE.

(Continved from p, 214.)

Tue dislike of the Spartans to dramatic entertainments
“extended even do their slaves, When the Thebans in-
y Yailed Laconia, they took anomber of the Helotes pri-
' soncrs, whom they ardered to sing the odes of Terpander,

Alemon, or Sperdoni, the Lacedemonian 3 ®he prisoners,’
however, excused themselves, saying it was forbidden by
their masters, :

But though the dramatic art was «lichted in Spweria, 36
Was caressed with enthusiasm in Atkens s ns it was, in-
deed, in all countries into which the Grecians penetrated.
Every general of any eminence had in his camp his poets,
his mosicians, and his declaimers, Ty the i of Alexa

Jander, Hephestion gave to Evius, the nsician, the quar-
ters destined fis Tumenes; who, being affronied, com-
plained to Alexander, and said that e saw plainly the
best way to acquire peomotion wonld be io-throv_away
their arms, and learn™to play uporr the Aute, or to turn
tragedian. | i

“indecd, Alexadler, proud as he was, considered it no
degradation to countenance aciors, and cven to place
confiderce in them. Ifaving a hixh opinion of the wit,
rcadiness, the discretion and honour of Thessalus the
acter, ne sent him on an embassy to Pexodorus, the Per-
sian governor in Caria,fo breax off a match between the
eloest danghter of hat chief and Aridaeus. |

At Alexander’s return to Pheenicia from EZypt, the
people at the sacrifice were enjertained with-music, and
dancing ; and tragedies were.also performed with ihe
Sieatest magnificence. Besides “the persons usually

- chosen by lot from the ..ibes to cenduct these exhibitions,
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Nicocreon king of Salamis, and Pasicrategking of Seli,
particularly distingunished themselves upon Yhis occasion,
Pasicrates risked the victory upon Athenodorusthe acior, -
and Nicocreon upou Thessalus. Alexander interested
himself most anxiously in behalf of the latter. He did~
not, however, lest the assembly should Be biassed, de-
clare in his favour; at the c¢8nclusion, he mln_}inded'
the judges for what they had dong, declaring ¥t he
would have given half his kingdown rather than have seen
Thessalus conquered, o

Alexander had an opportunity afterwards of showing
how unprejudiced was his mind.  When the same Athew
nudorus was dined by the Athenians, for not mmaking his
appearance on the stage at the feasts of Bacchus, he an-
treated Alexander to intercede for him ;3 who, not choos-
—ing tc_oyvrite in his favour, paid the fine for him.
On another vccasion, Lycon, the actor, a native of Scar-
phia, finding that Hs performance dekghted Alexander,
inginuated adroitly in his part that he was in necessily
for ten talents. Arexander laughed at ihe conceit, and
ordered the actor what he so ingeniously demanded.
But the instances of admiration inernich the talents
and conduct of the Grecian actors were held are innume-
rable.  Msghylus, Soplocles, amd Luripides, were ail
actnrs: and, indeed,s0 were most of the Grecia¥ dramatic
writers.  Had not Aristoplanes been an excellent actor,
the world would have lost the hateful Jharacter of Clev,
~ Thus declamation at Athens was the eriterion of ora-
tory. Dolus, an actor, had lost his only child, whom
he tenderly loved, and he was on that day to*perform a
part which had an incident similar to his own_situation.
To render his grief mors lively and natural, he took an
urn, containing the ashes of his son, 'r‘?lh:h 80 Wrolwht
upon hisfeelings, that be drew tears frdm the whole as-
semhlyT - - | -

In short, decinmation was egreemed a great requisite
- towards obtaining a rank in public life, The first men of
Athcns 'did not disdain to praetise it Noevertheless,s,

bl ;
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actofs were not permitied 1o jud;;:e of the merits of public
enterfainments, |

When Demosikenes complained that the worst orators
were bieerd in the rostrum in preference to him, Satyrus,
the actor, to show him how much grace, dignity, and ac-
tion, would add .o the celebrity of a public man, repeated
. 10 him several passages from Sophoeles and Luripides,

with wir'ch Demosthenes was so captivated, that he ever

aflterwards modelied his eloquence from the example of
~she best actlors,

The dramatic art was introducdd into Greece by The-
scus. It gradually came forward, until it was perfected
by Aschylus. The admnirable talents of Alschylus, Sp-
phocles, and Euripides, were superior, when the infancy
of the drama is considered, to any triumvirate since that
time. This great compact once broken, Comedy, —arii-
cuilarly in the hands of Atistophanes, degenerated into
licentiousness 3 and the incomparable (3ents of Menander
came too late 1o save the sinking interest of the stage.

Frowm the parodies of the tragie wriers, hegun by Arig-
tophanes, who was awkwardly imitated by his contempo-

*raries and sug. “<sors, faprung itimes, farces, and the
grossest buffoonery 5 and though the Grecian theatre still
kept up an appearanc of greatness, thosgh there was
often somc brilliancy beanting across the heferogeneous
mass, which obscured that truth and nature to which the
pegple were no lon—er insensible, yet the grandeur and
waguificence of pabiic exhibitions visitbly decrcased ;

until, at length, the fate of the stage too truly foretold the
fate of the empire, - - '

DRAMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, -

- .

The following jeu d’esprit was written in ridicme of a
#erious discussion against a propaesed teagae between the
theatrical potentates of Drury-lane and Covent-garden,
in the last century, for the purpose of interchunging per-

Jormers, and otherwise ¢ nicably supporting their mutual
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interests. The plan un'ﬂun.lhtamiI;gfr had some tendency to
weaken dramatic cownpetition 3 and, ofcourse, as it
alarmed the actors, there was much talk of mutiny, riois,
&e.  The pleasantry of the fullowing supposed corresponi-

dence greatly contributed to restore good humonr to the
green-rgom, - |

Fuilhful Copies of Letters between dovring an® Wiy,
Promplers to the Monopolizers, |

DEArR WiLp, - Drtwry-lane, Nov. 9. 7
Yor God’s sake, lend me a couple of conspirators, for
tn-night. Recceolleet, yon have horrowed one of ours {or
a sirging drifid, and another of our best is Doge of Fenice, -
on Packer’s resignation, o

Entjrely and devotedly yours, HopriNns,

-
Mv Dear Hopkivs, Covent-garden, Nov. U,

I have ordered them to look you out two of our gen-
teelest assassing, and T'Il fake care they shall go shaved
and sober, Pray t® Farren he must play our Arehbishop
to-morrow ; we’tl cut the pare, that he may dress 1im;_
enongh afterwards for your Geaeral, inet7ic Camp. *

~ Yours, perpetuaily,  WiLp.

I>. 8. Tfwyou have a full moo® to spare, I wish yon'd

- . .
lend 1t us for Thursday. 1T send you some lightning that
1 can venture to recommend.

-

Dear Hopgins, Covent=garden, Nov. 11,

Pray how shall we manage without Smith to-morrow |
I depended on your Tending him us™for Flarny Phe Fifik ¢
but 1 now see you have put him wp for CharfesSurfuce. -
Coaldn’t you let him cqme to us, and play two ads of
Harry, as you don’t want him in C{mrl&s till your (hod?
and thew Ifull shall read the rest; with an apology for
Smith being suddonly hoarse, sprained his ancle, &c. &e. -

| . Cordially yours, Wiwn,

P.8. My vesial virgin gets %0 very stout, I wish you'd

lend us Mrs. Robinson for a nighy
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DEArR Winp, Drury-lane, Nov. 11,

By particular desire, our vestal is not transferable, but
we lhave a spare Fenus and duplicate Juno’s ; so send a
hackney-coach for whichever suitg you. The scheme for
Smith won’t do-—but change your play to anything; for

- we'll {fack Tve Camp (0 The School for Secandal, to secure

You an overflpw, .
— Thoroughly yours, Herkins,
‘My DEean FeLLow, Covent-garden, Nov, 12,

-

-~ — P.S. Lenl me a Cupid—mine has got the measles,

Here’s the devil 1o do aliout our Tuesday’s pantomime
—the blacksmith can’t repair our groag serp-at till Fri«
day, and the old camel that we thought quite sound, has
broken down at rehearsal § so pray send as your elephant
by the bearer, and a small tiger with the Iomgest ta** you
can pick out. I must trouble you (oo for a dozen of your
best dancing shepherds for that night ;" for, though L see
youw’il want them for higliwaymen, in 7%e Beggar’s Opera,
they’ll be quite in time for us afierwards,

I'or ever compleiely yours, - WiLp.
Dear Wirp, Drury-lane, Nou. 12,

I just write you a line while the beas(s are packing up,
to beg youw’!l not be out of spirits, as you may depena on
the shepherds, and any other animals you have occasion
for. I have it in orders to acgnaint you too, that as we
don’t use Hendersorn for Falstaffon Friday, you may have
him for Richard, witha dozen and a half of eur soldiers for
Bosworth Teld, only * 2gging you’ll,eturn ’em us in time
for Cox-heath, Totally vours, HorgIxs.

Dea~ Hopxiws, Covent-garden, Noy. 12,
Thank you for Henderson and the soldiers—do let them
bring their helmets, for ours are tinning. The bearer is
our Cupid, at a shilling a nicht, finding his own wings,
' Genuinely yours, WiLp,
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PERFORMANCES OF THE PRESENT DAY,
-remifigp i
COVENT-GARDEN. -

Tuvrsnay, 27l Joane, was devoted for the Dbene- -
fit of Messrs, Evans and Mgars, The perfuitiance
commenced with the new comedy of Lowve and Reason ;
immediately after which, Mr. Evaxs and Mr. G, PrysoR.—
sang. Now, it was our lot once 1o near Mr. BeverLy
say to one of his performers—¢ Who persuaded you
you could sThg, sir #'”  We should like (o ask Mr. . PEN-
soN the same question. The song he selected was Manager.
Strut ; and, although the good folks, who sat in mute sur-
priseg were heartily glad when he made his exif, yei we
never saw a geni 2man who appeared more satisfied with
himself. The Méller’s Maid followed, very indifferently
acted, Mr. Evavs wants expression and feeling, o in-
dispensible for the due personation of ihe character of
Giles., Mr.Evans is a most useful member of the Covent-
garden establishment, but he must notwerink of succeedilfg
either in Giles or Tyke. His comic countrymen are re-
spe-iable;and, when he pleases; nighly so. An admirable
comic song, written by Mr. T. Hupsow, cdlled Barney
Brallaghan’s Courtchip, was sung by Mr. Moreaw, his-
first appearance. We were informJ this gentlemaen 15
not an actor, but are inclined to think that our informant
was mistaken. W~ never saw the celchrated Joun-
sToNE more at his ease than Mr. MoreaN was, from his
entreé to his final exif; which did not occur ugntil he had_
repeated the soag three times. The farce of Raistag the
Wind concluded the entertainments. Jones wasas Cvely
hg & Iad of seventeen, and kept the ﬁldience in good
humour, notwithstanding the lateness of the hour.  Th-
curtain fell at twenty minutes_to one. And, from the a.
pearance of the house, we are inclined fo think Messrs.
Evans and MEears profited by he benefit ; which, as ow

< .readers know, is not always the case.
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"MRS. POPE,

( Late of Drury-lare Theatre, & now of Astley's Amphitheatre. )
s
“ A fine woman—a fair woman—a sweet woman-—**

An inviting eye—and yet, methinks, right modest.
- Oflello.

- I’ll say ke is a tall fellow for his inches.
Ails Fell that Ends Well.

—_—

. e —r—
. |

Tae besetting sin of our minor stage is vulgarity,
About our national th.atres, degraded as they are, there -
is still au air of refinement., Folly thrusts its funTl"s?—cap
npon those stages, but comes unlinked with grossness.
L pon our minor_stages, the worsl vulgarities appear to
be not only tolernted, but admired. 1n the performanca
of our veriodical duiies, we feel it tncumbent to tell a
vast numuer of disagreeable truths; bat we feel con-
vinced that the effect will be beneficial, though the regi-
men be severe, The physic <hat is most eflicacious, ig
guaerally least agreeable.  We shall not pause to define
vulgarity, because definitions are always trouhlesome,
and we detest trouble; and because they are Fenerally
dull and tiresome ; and --ou, reader, detest dulness. Wa
take up the word in its common usance ; that is (o say,
we look upon a man . vulgar, who is 1he reverse of ono -
whoin the world recognises as a gent'eman. But we beg

Nrw SEriks, Voo, 1,—14, i
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not to imply Theodore Hook’s gentility, i.ewenting with
a silver fork, and asking only onee for soup,

Vulgarity may be betrayed in thought, motion, look, |
or dress, as well as in speech, In all these pleasing va-
rieties, we find it at the Coburg, Sadler’s Wells, &c. We
really do not know vne man atvglr minor theatres, who
can make a bow. | - Y e .

' Ere we proceed farther, we beg to be understood as
excepting the Adelphi theatre, which, from its company,
cannot be strictly deemed a nwnor ; though we think very /
litile of Mr. Wrench’s imitations of gentility, and cannot
recognise Meswrs. Elliott and Smith as finished &pecimens
of baronets and noblemen., Those gentlemen who dedi-
cate their talents to minor theatres, have generally a man-
vellous_contemifi for common cleanliness and, though
.we are disposed to allow=them to [uxuriate in uashaven
beards and begrimed faces through the day, we really do
expect that they will perform an ablution ere they appear
at night. * Blessed ure they who expect nothirg.”” The
hands of these comedians would justify an idea, that they
worked as mechanics all day, though theizdabits (like the”
mendicants) are such, that they recognise labour as the -
thing ¢ their<onl abhors,”” Thereare some splendid ex-
ceptions to this ruley and a’well-washed marus occa-
sionally astonishes us even at Astley’s, But then, as if
to keep its fellows in countenance, it befrays its owner by
_the villanous nails cut below the quick, which we, as
well as Chesterfield, held in religious abhorrence. All
this may appear mere trifling; but™we have Byron's
authority {(and, what is much bctier, vur ewn common
sense and common observaxion) for the fact, that the haad
indicates the gentleman; and, if you bave ever sesw,
reader, A~ Romeo or Jaffier, with a paw like a black-
‘simith or carpenter, you have felt the illusion in #o justant
destroyed. Tt is true, at our rinor theatres, Romeo or
Jaffier seldom appears; and this 1t is that shields the
fact of their deplorable formation. from general obser-

yaiton.

- -
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We have chosen to allude to the hands, as, though not
the most important neglect, the one most easily noted—
and we leave it _vith our readers te mark, concur, or dis-
agree, as to the truth of our remarks,

Another merk of the minor theatre is a low siouching
gait—sometimes rising to a swagger—at others, degene-
rating into a shuffle. Their heroes havé a kind of strut
that is indescribable, and their geatlemen (IHeaven help
them ) roll about like drunken bleods. As to their tones,
we could say miuch; for a,vul®ar voice is cornmon at the
minor ; but they wounld plead their inability to conquer
the defect of Nature, upon this score, And, though this
is false reasoning; for Mrs. Mardyn, for cue, who had a
horribly vulgar and discordant voice, (uned hers to
““ sweetest melody;’” yet we will notsurge ihis agaiet
them, but preoceed to pronungiation. The bro®d g is a
mighty favourite over the water ; ¥ud in such words as
command, dance, &c., has a very imposing ellcct, We
do not expect that ali the personw who are engaged (o
spout trasi, at 30s. or 40s. per week, should understand
English—Dbua the siage-manager ought ; and surely either
ke or the prompter mnight discipline the troop a little
better.

Atou; national theatves, the actors generally“phy all
street, wood, or garden scenes, with iheir Laés off —for
~hich they are great fools. But at the minors, they play
their room scenes with their hats en—which proves that
they are great hoors. By the bye, on this subject a word.
Mr. Joncs, Mr, Wallack, and Mr. C, Kemble have, in the
eourse of their lives; been admitied into decent drawing-
reoms.  Did they ever carry their hats there}  Why
ey should sport their beavers in room scenes, on the
stage, when they certainly wauld not d¢o so in wocisty, we
cannut conceive, -~

- The dressing at our national theatres is bad enough;
for,excepting Jones, we know no one man who can dress
himseff well in mode a cloths. But at the minor it is in-
sufferable.  Vulgarity dwells in tha cut of every eoat—
in the {old of every waistcoat, (of which arlicle they cene-
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rally have three or four)—and the wrinkies o every pair
of unmentionables.

Of the ladies, we have as vet forborneso speak. 1t is,
at all times, an unpleasant task to censure women, Thus
are they defended by their very defencelesgness; and by
their lack of power to resist ow repel attack, il seems
very cruelty to wage war with the weak, Aol yeg why
{in reason) they should be protected from censure, when
they deserve it or be denied the beuefit of being told
of their faults, we Kknow noe rl‘hruu;g;rl six volumes,
(on which the toil and attention bestowed, fow can appre-
ciate who have_not been emplioyed on biography,) one
principle has heen preserved ; which has been, rather to
extend mercy than justice o our actresses, 1t 1s true,
tmaif when delingquents called for castigation, we have
dealt it them 3 but, in all teese cases, we afirm, we have
said less (han we might have done, Whetlier the beams
of beauty have the power of extracting the gall {from our
pens, we know not 3 but we certainly Imve avoided, and
shall avoid, speaking of the sofier sex wilth any scverity,
Tenderly, then, be it spoken in the regiwt® of the East
London, Olympic, &c., the attire of the dames is neither
ladglike or tasteful, and implics a wulgarity of style co-
eval ®ith that of their artners, the gentlemen. ®

A very vulgar man m a pariy of gentlemen 1s in an
awkward predicamenty certainly; but a  gentlemaw
amaongst a party of vulgar men is more onfortanately
situnted. 1If he is talentcd, his talent canuol be appre-
ciated—his refinement will become ma¥ier of derfsion—
and his feetings will be wounded by even the kipditess of
his companions. - .

In much such a sitoation as that of thiz unfortunzie
gentlemany do we conceive Mrs. Pope t0 stand, at (he
minor th®tres 3 at d events, with reference to the gene-
ralify of the performers arouud her,

At Brighton, n the county of Sussex, ahout the year
1797, Miss Susan Lucas -

-

¢ iihaled the bfeeze that blew across the sed

~—



MEMOIR OF MRS, POPE, 239

for the first time; that is to%ay, she not only breathed
the sea-air .n that yvear, but breathed for the first time at
that period. My, Lucas, her father, was a brewer, and,
at that eriod, « man of considerable for(une ;5 and he
brought gp ouvr heroine in a style commensurate with his
station. Wh-n a child, she was as accomplished as she
was lovelyw—and this & saying much. DMr. Lucas was
unfortunate in bosiness, He lived gaily—gave balls—
whilst his brewhouse was neglecled—and, by thinking
morc of kops than malft, he became embarrassed. Kkt was
then that Miss Lucas, wite a reselotion that does her ho-
nionr, determined to add her mite of exertion, If not to her
parcnt’s aid, at all events to allevinie g burden.  But,
alas.! the roads to acquirepient For woman are few 5 and,
-after some reflection, the stage presented the only means
of subststence to our hereine 3 who wus resolved not «do
burthen a parent in his adversty, who had so lavishly ex-
pended his fortnue ou her, in the hdlie of prosperity.

Miss Lucas received some lnstructions froin a gentle.
man at Srighton, {Mr, Bew, we besieve,)  For our parts,
we have a strong antipathy to these instracuons for the
stage; but as in this case it appears the gengleman did
no harm, we shall not make any observations upon the
subject, bat ¢ reser € the point”’ for the effusion of our
gall, at some more advantageots apporiunify. ~

Qur heroine appeared at Brighton, in the year 1814, as
Emily Worthineton, in The Poor gentleman, As a native
of the town, and under the ciicumstances of lier appear-
ance, she was of course well received 3 and her looks and
acting v.ould have insured her admiration, had she had no
adventitiona aid.

- An anecdote is told of the Lient, Worthington of the
ight, which we insert for its droilery, rather than its
authenticity. A prompter’s duty, be it kncwn, reader,
is not (o give the line, but the leading word, wnen & per-
former lacks bis ajd as thus:-—*Tis not alone this
mourning suit, good wmother!” If Hamlet stuck, the
prompter would say. ¢ Monrning suit.”  And this, as the
rs .

i
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. . ) ?
leading idea, would, in Mne cases out of ten, prove

sufficient. To eurtale :—The venvrable LienMnant found
his incmory fail him, where he should have saidt A
gallant soldier’s memory will flonrish, thmgh hurgble turf
be osier bound about his grave.”” ‘The Lieutenant got on
famously,until he came to** flourish 3 'mdthgre he (speak-
lngterhnwﬂh)uturkﬂmd ““ (Ysier,”” cried the yrompter.
On which Worthington, drawing bumsclf up with giych
dignity, procceded as follows 1—é A Fallant soldier’s
mentory will flowrish, though s jather wes only a sosier 1°?

After nlaying a short tfnw el Hru-lmﬂ:, Miss Lucas
Jeined Penley’s company, then plaving at Dover, &ec,,
where she was cgeaged as a leadiug aetress,

Scripture inforins us, ¢ that it iz nrot mect for man to,
be alone;”” and though we can find no pmnllui passage -
W ly H:f"dl[l (o wonan, yet the principle inculeated is, we
believe, !t‘i‘{}“'tlhﬂd einalls by vach sex. Now, 1a }I]_
Peoley™s company w¥s a gmnh:umn of imcommon alti-
tude, of pleasing inammers, and of genteel exterior, yelept
Pope,  Now, B Pope is as unpleasant a fallow to
travel with, inside & goach, reader, as vou ever met, But _
this 1s rhegfault of his legs, not of Iianwel ¢ ;UL he pos-
sesses most companionalle gualites, and s the soul of
good leltowshin,  Miss Ltieas did wot meet him {as we
did, tor otr sorrow) asone of four inside 2 night coach,
therefore knew not the annoyance of his long conclusions.
She saw hiin only as, w®believe, most persons see hin—
as a man of talent and urbanity—and he Found favour in
her sight.

How long a courtship acenered berweh this tals couple,
we cannot correctly state s huat, however, the lad¥ ac-
cepted Pope, and made liereEssay on Man, in the month .
of OQctolber 1816.

Some time after this event, the new.marriéd couple
Journeyea novthwars, aud joeined Maeready,-at New-
castle-upon-Tyne. And, says a Lisgrapher of this lady,
“ It is to this 5,1;:[1!:1&111&11 s great falen! as an actor, in-
Etructor, and dircctor of a theatre. vwir heroine, in a great

-
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degree, owes the fame she has acquired in the dramatic
art,”” Now, Mr. Macready (late of Bristol) is, as our
readers know, an immense favourite of ours: and we
therefore are glad of this opportunity of bearing testimony
to his genivs, on the great authority of an anonymous
writer ir The Dramatical und Musical Magazine, produced
it 1823, and duly sold to the butlermen in the vicinity of
its publisher’s, speedily afterwards, Mr. Macread}' is
the very man fo instruct an elegant actress, Ileis a man
of refined manners—sup®rior dictjon—Dhis movements are
graceful and various—his mind is well stored with know-
ledge—his tones are soft and, harmonmus—his address
-bland aud courteous—~his very figure is a model of grace,
Or, if he be not all that we .describe, at least we wish
he had been, for the sake of his enlogist in the aforeskid
Magazine, so liberally patrofiscd by buttermen and other
consumers of waste paper,

With the elegant, courteous,and refined Macready, Mr.
and Mrs. Pore remained some fime. The lady epened
as Angela, ~nd played all the leadmg characters to John
Kemhle, when he came to take his farewell at Newcastle,

After a probation of two years in ithe country, our he-
roine was jntroducced by Kean to Dru-y-lan_ theaire,
where she inconsiderately consemed to appear without an
engagement, Contrary to her cwn wishes, she opened in
Portia, a part.anfitfed to her powers. <The worthies who
conducted this unfortunate theatre, offered her a salary
far Lalow ner yoorits, which she very properly refused s
and. accepting an offer from Bath, went to that city, aud
openee in Cordelia, to the King Lear of Charles Young,
of the Theatre-royal, Covent-garden.

In the city famous for Portland stone, and natﬁmg else,
Mrs. Pore, wonderful to rclate, Jbecame a favourite.
We always wonder, when the present race of Bathonians
admire anything realry gooed. Bath is a city of cere-
mony—conceit and ignuranw liave huilt their palaces
there-—the society 1ive_ in the interchange of cold common-
place Ehlhllﬂs——-—ﬂnd the mind hEI..JIHL": belittied amongst

et -~
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them. 1t is an old saying, that five feet cignt inches,
white pantaloons, hessian boots, a frogged surtont, white
gloves, and a new hat, make an actor a faPouriie at Bath,
Proverbial jokes are often as remarkable for theic truth
ag their singularity, v

A performer is a favourite at Bath oitly in proportion
to the number of letiers of recommendation he bringe s
privale families; when, in truth, the only letter of re-
commendation shonld be talent s for that i (or ought to

be) an universal one, ¥ ow-

The playgoing people have been playgoers for the last
half century, "Jiey are, for the imost part, very old—
and more stupid than old——more prejudiced than stupid.
Scandal 1s the aliment on which Bath cxists, and the thea- -
{rews the ;iacc fartit, There the tooihtess, sightless cote-
ries congregate—poof old women, who like to seo nice
young men upon the sTage—and wretched old men, who
like to peep through their spectacles at pretty women,
The theatre is managed by some elderly gentlemen, who,
to judge by their tooks, must have comwenced the pro-
fession very soon after the death of Shakespeare, and who
have some antedilovian notious respecting  plays and
Players, so long held, that they at lererth regard them ag
truths, ¥ In addition to <iis, a few bad actors, of long
standing, are influential 3 and picces are played for them,
and no one else. .This, We afliem, is Batk, We know,
that had we oceasion, in preparing this Memoir, to consult
with or visit Mrs. Popr heeself, she would tell-us thas she
was very happy at Bath—that the audicnee were ola
gant—and the managers men of talent, &e. &co The
truth of all which we do not doubt, as far as her impression
went ; but it fortunately happens, that we are not obliged
lo go to any-performer, either for information or opinion 3
and are halfpily as unshackled and independent as other
dramatic biographers have been seiwile and adulatory,

For two seasons, Mrs, Porrremained the leading aciress
at Bath, when an offor frowm I’):wi_fri Ldward Marris, of
the Haymarket theatr , bronght ber (0 tows. o Afier
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many interviews, terms could not be agreed o} and
Mrs. Pore, having lost the opportunity of returnipg to
Bath, was sbout (o accept an engagement frow the
“ elegant and urbane”’ Macready, and avail herself again
of his * greai talent as an actor and instrucior 3°* bui an
offer from-the norch, I the mean time, took her down to
Newcstle oncoe 'm{ﬁ*e, then usnder the management of
Vincent De Camp, one of the many good actors whom'
London scems to bave expairiated.  She remained ontil
Ite dishanded his ty 0] and_ then Mrs. Pore came to the
Coburg theatre. -

e Ffmzhu descensus” —the lady has since been at the
Surrey and at Astley’s. She has Dbéen wifd minor per-
formers, not of them——a member of the theatre, not of ihe
company—as much out of plam. as a rose in a cabbage
garden, or a solitary pearl in a garnet necklwce, =

Lest we should be thought pgjudiced with respect to
the Surrcy, Coburg, or Astley’s, we shall lct one of the
theatres answer us, by the prodaction of some of its regu-
lations, |

The fr'lowing were qm{mrﬂ-}t'ﬂm ¢ articles’’ in the
rules of the Coburg theatre, as ﬂmrlu d to the ladies, dur-
ing the Al‘kﬂﬂhld” dj nasty ;——

* The said ———— introducing improper jowes, neglect-
ing or omiiling any part of theevening’s performance, or
repeating any partof a chaiagter that shall have been ex-
punged frors the manuszeript, {(without the manager’s or
proprietor’s eonsent,) or for inatiention, or improper be-
haviour on tb_ stage, during-any part of the entertain-
ments, shall be snbject to a heavy fine, in the option of
the rianager, *

¢« For quarrelling in any part of the theatre, if to the
interrupticn of a rehearsal, or the husiness on the stage,
the sald ~————— shall forfeit one gainea; Mut if a blow
be given, the siriker shail forfeit his week’s salary.

¢« If the said ———— shall play uny tricks with the pro-
perties, dresses, or any other article belonging to the
evening’s exhibitio:., shall forfeit five shillings; and if

- P A
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any of the properties, dresses, or anything appertaining
to the theatre, be wilfully or negligently destroyd® by the
gnid ~———, the full value of the same shall be paid for
by the said ————, * ‘

« That the said —————, inn the articles by herself pro-
— vided, such as stockings, dancing-pumps, bowis, slage-
jewels, feathers, & c., shall be correfpondently negt and
“tlean, under the forfeiture of one guinea; and shall atl-«
here stricily to the dressing of characters through the run
- of a picee, in exact conformity to the origngl dress de-
termined on by the manager, m otMerwise be subject to a
fine of {en shillings. -

*¢ In case &ie sal ————— shall wear part of her dress
under her ewn clothes, or the dress aypertaining to ano-
ther charvacter which she wmay have to perforn in the
course of thy night, or in any picce which slie doth not
belong to, shall forfeit ten shif¥ings.

« Should the said — —— be proved to the satisfaction
of (he prnprleturq that she has remnoved or torn down any
notice put up in the green-reom, (or any other apar imﬁnt,}
by the proprietor or projirietors, she shall forfeit ten
shillings.”? ‘

Of Mrs, Porr’s talents we entertain a very favourable
opinion. 8.2 is wne of the few actré®ses (o whom the
term ¢ unoltrusive’ stricely applice. The reader "will
- be pleased to observe, that we by no means wish to im-
ply, that obtrusiveress is the prevailing feagure of our
giage 3 bot merely that the reverse of it is an vncommon
attribute. There 1s somethiZg in the pmfesﬂﬂu artogeller
very much at variance with all that we consider femniffine ;
and the practice of it is very apt to destroy that s eel
consciousness that most women betray, when forced into
display, Obtrusive is a term which is applicable to few
performers of The preseut day 3 but there certainly are a
few, beneath” whose inflictions we sit in silent muosing,
nighily ; and who, as it were, burst wpon and startle us
at every enéreé. And this really appears tw be the fault
of their natwres, We will, however_liRe deres, ** men-
tion no pames,”” Now, _f there he two or three g atle-
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men, an._ about as many ladies, whom we deem obtrusive
in their style; there are certainly, out of the whole stage,
not more who-can be deemed unobtrasive, of cither sex,
Indeed, the quality seems properly confined to women—
for it wou'l degenerate into sheepishness in men. Ma-
dame Vestris, all mus=t admit to be a fascinating woman,
an:l a charming aciress s but it would be ridiculous (0w
describe her as unobirusive. Neither could that term
apply to Mrs, Davison, or Miss Kelly, or Mrs. Gibbs, or
Miss O’ Neill, or any ofcour great actresses, save Mrs. W.
West, We are almost tempted to say., that to Mrs, Pope
and Mrs. West this term 15 exclusiv L"]‘ Lunﬁ[‘.led (ireat
as is the charm this characterisiic gnes to stcls paris as
Desdemona, Imogen ( Cymbeline, ) and Cordelia, it Mars, or
at least injures the effect of Widow Cleerly, LFH{!& ﬂ_'...rdy,
and a host of similar parts, .

In a confined line, Mrs, Pore has scarcely her equul
upon the stage. It is inelegant and sentimental comedy.
Julia ( Rivals,} Lady Grace ( Provoked Husband,) Char-
dolte { (xamester, ) are perfect in he- hands,  In Desdemona
and Belviaera she is exceedingly good ; but the last scenes
of each, particularly the latter, call for more power than
she has, or at lcas more than she chooses to exert.

It s really dreadful to see su~ha woman at’the Coburg
and at Astley’s—moving amid sawdust, She should be
at one of our national theatres.  And iof Mr. Price he de-
termined to éel a guod cowmpany, this lady should form a
mermber ¢fit. We do not mean (o mention her as a prin-
cipal, but an atjunct. Mrs. PopE must please as a lead-
ing »sctress—she would do no more. In a secondary
station, she need fear no Zompetitor 3 for she assuredly
ftas no mnpermr.

As elegance 1s the dl:,tmgm&hm“' feature of her acting,
wo is it of her thut}—bh{' is tall and exquisttely propore
tigned ; her complex’onisinclined to dark 5 hereyeshazel;
her hdir rather dark.  She is represented to 1s as a most
amiable woman w«nd cxcmplary wife ; and, altogether,
slier i 'mrhqpq the andy Pope tha* ever posscssee s0 1muny
cardinal H:lue -

—_— -
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THE HISTRIONIC PROFESSION CHARACTERISED BY A
MAN OF WIT,

A player {says the author of Hudibras) is a represen-
tative by his calling, a person —f all qualities ® and, though
his profession be to counterfeit, be endeavours to make
his words and actions always agree, It is his labour to
play, and hiy busiTess to turn passion into action. The
more he dissembles, the more he is In earnest ;3 and the
less he appears himse!f, the truer he is to his profession.
The more me deceives men,_the grealer right he does
them ; and the plainerais deating is, the less credit he
deserves. He assumes a body like an apparition, and
can turn himself info as_many shapes as a witch.. His
business is to be someboedy else, and he s never himself
but when he has nothing to do. He gets all hempeaks by
heart, apd yet never mcans what he says. e is said to
enter when he comes out, and to go ou’ when he goes in,
When helswoff (he'stage he acts a gentleman, and ing that
only makes his own part himself. When ke plays love
~and honour in eiligy, the Jadies take hin at his word,
and fall in love with him in earuest; and, mdeed, they
may be truly said to fall in love, considering how much
he is below them. This blows kim up with s« much vantty,
that he forgets what ie is, and, as le deludes -them, &0
they do him. He is like a mofion made by clockwork :
the poet winds him up, and he walks and moves forward,
until his part ¥ run down, and then he is quier © He re-
~ presenis ma.; excellen? virtues as {hey light in his part,
but knows no more of them than a picture dees whom it
resembles ; his profession is a Kind of metamorphosis, to
transform himself out of one shape infy auvother, like a
tailor’s sheet of paper.

—_—
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MCLEDON’S PARLWELL,

On_Friday last, Oct. 8, 1824, the Southampton theatrs
was crowded, L1 consequence of the announcement that
the abuve once-celebrated singer was to sing four of his
most popular songs, and to take Jeave of the stage in a
short address, 1t is ney generally known, that Incledon
made his-debit at Southampton exactly forty years ago,
The late Mr. De Veuile, hearing him sing 2 song at a
public-kouse, was so much struék with his extraordinary
puwers, that bt introducet him o his theatre, e imme-
diately received (he warmest 1ribuje. of admiration, and
rapidly rosc o fame. The songs hie seiected on this
occasion were, Bluck-eyed Susan, Dealh of Admiral Ben-

Jbow, Bcots whu hue wi’ Wellace bled, the celebrated duet
of AI’s Well, with My, Beltou, and ~Then farewell, ~lif
trem=built Wherry., To critic’se tlie singing of @ man up-
wards of sixty, who has undergon® the hardships he has,
would be ridicilous; that was not the thing looked for—
suffice i to sayv; his stnging showew what he once could do.
There was, howeyep, something verr_affecting, and per-
baps pleasiug, in the cotrase (in the duct) bétween his

oice, quivering, and all in want of breath to fill it, yet
still mandy and pow rful, and M. Bolton’s youthful one,
full of cadence and execuniion, Jtis unnecessaryo say,
that he wasnost rapturously applanded, and the duet was
meored,  After the last song, he addressed the andience
nearly as follows :—¢ Ladies and Gentteren — It is with
the sincerest feelings of gratitude I am capable of, that I
#tand lefore yuu this eveningy to return YOUu my most
hearifelt thanks for the distinguished patrosage vou have

_ever conferred on me,  In (s lowii, and on these boards,
1 first appeared as a singer; and the encouragement 1
then receivea from vou has proved, I may sa;, my passe
port to fame.  Ladies and Gentlemen, since that period ¥
have passed through many vicissittdes—I have served
his Majesty in many engagements—there is not a ship in
the navy, nor are h_re many towns in the country, that I
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have ot sang in g but still _‘;nur:ﬂrly liberality has never
~been eflaced from sy memory, Tt is now sixwyears ago
since 1 left the stage, but it has always heen my wish to
appear onc2 more befure you, Ladies Mnd Gemtlemen,
age, sickness, and nfirngities, have altered we much frem
what T once was, but I have always dolewy Lest to please
my kindest patronss aud T repearit, Ladies and Gentle-
men, while I live T shall never forget the ":l||3'[}ll'ltﬁﬂu(1
ﬂucuuragement I have received fromn the inhabitants of
Southnmpton.”” A tremendous burst of applause follow-
ed, and the veleran retived™frowe the stuge for ever.

* QUIN'S GENERO2ITY.

Mr. IRich propoesed to Quin, that the afterwards celes

b ied hﬂmgL Afn Beliamy should wmake her debut as
Monimia, She repeated pwrts of the play to them. At
fength, Quin, cnmpleﬁ:h disgusted, exclaimed to Hieh,
Tt will not do, sir!”’  The nanager coully replied,
though accustoined tovbe guided by his favourtle per-
former in almost e:;;'j,fhcunfern connecied with the thea-
tre, ¢ It shall do, sir?®’  On the first nizhebf her per.

formance, wlen Miss Bellamy retired from the stﬂge.

L)

amidst the loud applause of the aedruce, Quin lifted her
up i Bis armg, and gxclaimed,  Thon art a, divine
~creature, and the troe spirit is in thee !””  Jle afterwards

-

became so partial to hew, that he once addressed her ir,

the following words, as given by George Ann herself, in
ber autebiography ;——¢ My dear givl, you are v*natij fol-
lowed, ¥ licar. Do not Bt the love of fimery, or any other
inducen =ai, prevai. upon you 1o commit any indscre-

tion. Meu, in general, are rascals, You are yoling angd

engaging ; and therefore ought to be douwbly ecauvtious
If you wi_ 2t anything in my power, wli-i money can
purchascy come to nwe, and say, ¢ James Qnin, give me
sucih & thing,” and my purse shall be always at vour
service,”’ -
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A DISAFPPOINTMENT,

The same beautiful aciress was cxcessively pleased
with Pope’s Homer, and having Iearant the.three first
bouks, persvaded Ber father, Lord Tyrawly, to introduce
her to Pope, that she mvight have the pleasure of repeating
ther toihe author himself. Her disgust can hardly be
concelved, when, ou entering, before she had (ime to col-
lect herself or exawmice him, the great littie man rang for
his housckeeper, and diezct® her * To take Miss and
show her the gardens, and give her as much fruit as she
chose to eat,

FAME,

Tthphilu‘i Cibboer zaid, having ask&d his senvant wnat
opinion the world had of him, and_being answered not a
very favourable one, « Well, let them speak of me at
all, and 1 shall be satistied.”’

GARRICKR'S HAV e

Harris, once night, was wailing at the stage-door for
Garrick, whiie he was performing in ihe closet-scene in
Hamlet. * He was 5o struek by his talent,-that _hen Gar-
rick came to meet lim, though they usually called each
other by their christian names, = found himsclf involun-
tarily receding, calling him ¢ 8ir,”” and nowing with reve-
rence, After Garrick had stared in astonishment, and
Har s recovere ' imself so far as to explain, the former
acknowledged, with a smile of gratification, ** that, next
to Paicridge’s description of him in Tom Jones, this was
the most genunine compliment lie had ever received.”
Harris used regularly to amuse lis fricuds, afier dinner,
with this story.

TERENCE'S PLAYS.

A a dioner part:, when most of the company had
drowned their cares amd pleasures alike in the bow1sacred

— b
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to the jovial god, Macklin suddenly and violenJly smack-
ed ihe person next to him on the back, exclaiming, ¢ Who
are you, sir #’* It was a short, fat, Tmsh cleggyman.
¢ Now,sir,”” continued Macklin, not waiiing for a reply,
¢ what is yoor opinion of Tereuce’s plays?’ The poor
parson, half confounded, muttereds ¢ What,‘dn‘yuu mean
his Lalin edition {’> ¢ Do you think,”” rejoinell Mgecke
lin, repeating the smacking operation, ** do you think I
mean his Irish edition, and be d—d to you !’

ON THE RETIREMENT OF A1ss M. ¥REE,®
"

The day, the happy hour is come,
Pregnant with springiog hope and joy,
Thatguides thy gentle virtues home,
Yhere envieus~slasis can ne’er annoy ;
The wish’d-for day. whose coming gives
Al that thy youliful fancy sought,
AN that thy saneuine heart believes
The portion o alection’s lot.

O may the wish thy heart has form’d,
Tl anxrwus liopes ihy breast has heaved,
Be never by distru®t alarm’d,
Or by base treachory deceived
A heart like thine should have reposes
Amid its kindest feelings, whole,
Nor should the biighe of cnvious we s
Arrest the calm ihat fans thy soul.

For thou art one, whose-way was fraught
With wily snares and secret guile ;

Yet thou, by Viriue’s dictates tanght, ™
LEscaped, unhdtm’d, from every toil :

e m—— = o e

* These lines received a promise of insertion at the period,
but wer overlaid. -

- -
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§till nild and gentie in thy path,

Thou kept thy rough, but honour’d road ;
-Serure, at_least, from Virtue’s death,

And all the ills by such bestow’dx

Long sa ling on a troubled sea,
| Where, wreck’a, unnumber’d vessels lie,
. -Thy virtues lit thy genile way,
' And vointed out the harbour nigh ;
At length_the dangerous season past, .
When dreaded tempests threaten youth,
Lts solidgeys are come at last,
Unclouded, in their lovely truth. _

Though oft upon that dreaded wave,
The bark of Virtue has been togt,

Though many- there have found a grave,
Or perish’d on its rocky cosst ;

Yet hath the struggle wreathed their name
En ballowed memory, ever bright,

Which, like pure Virtue’s beacons, flame
With-meteor glory on the night.

But thou, Iess hapless in thy fate,
Hast braved wie tempest and the starm,
And fragrant breezes gratula:e,
Shed o’er thy hours a deathless charm :
"Tis meet ‘hey should-—when oihers see
The cup of joy on such bestow’d,
" They turn their wishful eye= on thee,
~ and travel in thy happy road. OsCAR.

S—

Remarks on the Ancient Dramas produced at The Bull, er
the Fortuse Playhouses. By §ir Prigir SipNEY.

« Tt is faultie,’’ says that gallant knight, *¢ both in
place and time——the iwo necessary companions of all
corporale aclions. For the stage should alway present
but ene place ; and vhe uitermost time presuppesed in -t
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should be both by Aristotle’s precept and cumnun reason,
but one day. There are both many daves and many
places inartificially imgagined. But if & be sojn Gor-
boduke, hbow much more in all the reste 3—where you
shall have A4sia of the one side, and Affricke of the other,
and so many other under kindomas, that th& pluir, when
he comes in, musi ever begin with telling wherdhe i 1§, Oor
else the tale will not be conceived. Now you shall have
three ladies walke to gather flowers, and then wee must
belegve the stage to he a gerdeg, By and®by wee heare
newes of Ehip“rﬂﬂkﬂ in the same place, then we are (o
blame if we accept it not for a rocke, Upon the backe -
of that conles oul a hideous monster with fire and smoke,
and then the miserable beholders ase bound to take it for’
& c1ve; while some in the mean time flie in, represented
with some swords and buck’2rs, and then what hard heart
WIH not receive it for x pitched-field ?’

"EMPHASIS.

When Garrick harplayed some little tin: at Good-
- 'man 8 Fields, Johnson and Taylor went to see him per-
form, and afterwards passed the evening at a tavern, with
him ard exd Giffard. Jnhnsnn who Was ever deprecating
stage-p]ayers, after cefsuring some mistake in emphasis,
- which Garrick had commitied in the course of that night’s
acting, said, * The players, sir, have gotl - kind nf.rant,
with which they run on, without any regard either to ac-
eent or emphasis.””  Bboth Garrick a-d Giffard -were
offiended at this sarcasm, and endeavoured to réfute it;
upon which Jehnsen rejoined, < Well, now, P’ll geve you
something to speak, with which you are litte acquainted, *
“and then we shall sce how just my observg:ion is, Lef
me hear y_w repeat the ninth commandment—s* Thou shalt
not bear false witness against thy neighbour.’’’ Both
tried-at it, and both mistook the enmphasis, whichshould be
Hpcn shall not apd falve. Johnsen put them right, and en-
Jﬂjﬂd the victory with e;rent glee._ 7 |

—_—
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“havy, and was one of the company belonging to the ship
Raven, at the age of ten, and was engaged in the
blockade of Toulony He had also therhonouwof being
with (he Earl of 8¢. Vincent, in (hat great and distin-
guislied victory which gave the gallant admiral his title.
There are many tales on recordof his colirfre: among
others, his boarding an Algerine corsair procufed lym the
thanks of his Capiain, for his truly gallant condnct,

His next nautical exploit was concluded by being
wrecked in the Raven, whick,was cast Bway near Cux-
haven, The fatigne he underwent, for two days and
nights, during 1his calamity, brought on a rheumatic fover,
shich n¥rly cost him liis life.  No soouer did he recover,
than, nothing daunted at past cvents, e joined the Princs
<F Wales, whicleformed part of the squadron commanded
by Sir Rébeft Calder, ennloyed in the blockading Brest
harbour., 1In this and otheg vessels bhe continued, ungil 4
the peace of Amiens, when H@ was paid off, and lefi the
Hﬂ?y. : - »

His devotion to canvass, however, did not forsake him g
for, in Jan. 1804 Mr. T. P. Cookr appeared in a subor
dinafe character at the Royalty theatre ; and such was
the judgment and good taste tha* he displayed on this
occisitm, that Mr. Asdey f:ngﬂgeﬁ hime for thg Amphi-
theatre, upon liberal terms; where he continued until
Laurert, the celebrawed Clown, induced him to enli-t
under his banndrs, at the Lyceum. Ane here he estab-
Iished himseif as an actor of wmore than vrdinary capabi-
tities.

Myr. Elliston, perhaps, fearing that Mr. Gﬂﬂﬂrﬁ W.as en-
Joying more happiness than ought to be his stre, pro-
posed to him to undertake the stage management of. the
Surrey; »ud he commenced this amuvsing_and deiigh[fﬂl
duly ir the year !808. And, notwithstanding all the
mutilated. tragedies (hat were produced by the great
Lessee, at that period, ouwr heromlways appeared to the
greatest advantage, and made himself an universal fa-
vourite. During (he recess, he ook a trip to Tablin, .,

L L —
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H. Johknston had the Peter-sireet theatre there. Oury
hero joined nim; and, after playing a great variety of
characters, tried what he could do in pantomime 3 and
his Cloten 1n a harlequinade, (the title of which we have
forgotten,) added not a little to his stock of fame. After
this, we have hin again at the Surrey, devoting his ener-
gies to the personation of Three-finger'd Juck, Perouse, |
&c. %c., and dividing the tragedy with Cobham, - '

In Sept. 1816, in consequence of having accepted an
angagement from the sub-committee of Drury-lane, our
truly enterprising hero first appeared, in that splendid
iheatre, in the character of Diego Monez, in a melodrama,
called The Quito Gale, and did as much fore the »AaTrt as
‘possible,  The pext thing he was cast, was Bagalelle, in
Zhe Poor Soldier, which he played with irresistible comic
humeour 3 but his Hans Ketzler, in The InnReeper’ s Daugh-
éﬁr‘, was his masterpiece, and stamtDed _him at once as a
Slerling actor, |

Among the individuals that’ the sub-commitiee sygc.
ceeded in uisgasting by their indecisiof and inconsistency,
Yeits our herd, Dut he had cncountered.__o much already
in his weary pilgrimage through life, to sebmit io the
caprice of **holiday and silken fools:’’ he therefore en-
gaged himself to lead w 'th Mr. T, Dibdin, at *he Strrey.
Jhe Duke of Argyle is one of the 21any characters ™in
Which he was eminently successful,

~n ofler from the proprietor of- the English opera-
house, indaced Mr. Coore once more to leave his friends
in 81, George’» Fields, Mr, Cookr, in common with
many, have much +o thank Mr, Arnold for. On his
koards, and under his manazement, Mr, Cooxe had oppor-
lenitics for a full developmect of his extraordinary
povers. Mr. Arnold is, in every sense of the word, a
manager; for it _aatters not who are cngaged fi.der his
banners, He knows that every mortal=has some pec-
Harity ; and if he finds no taleni, he tries to suit the fact
of the individual he is bound to give a salary to, Many

persons have, by this sy-tem, been made nsefn! and amu.
L1 -
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» - ' ’
sing adjuncts to our theatres, whose unaided exertiong

would have been insipid and unsatisfactory., Mr. Wil-
kinsoun owes all his fane 1o the circumstance of this mana-
ger having parts wriflen for his peculiarilies ; atd Keeley,
too, is much his debtor on the same score,

'The Covent-garden proprietors have a'wn had the ser«
vices of Mr. Cooxe; he has blen stage-tanpager of the
Coburg; and is now a member of the A de]pTu. Indeed,
Mr. CookE i3 so nﬂtﬂrwmfy a talented creature, thatevery
maunagerial speculator is anxious to ¢ have a taste of his
quality,” in his gwn domaitw

N

“ Koock’d on t]m wavces, and battling with the deep,”
- -

Mr. CookE displayed his histrionic aptitude ; and many
stories are related of his nautical theatricals, His acti-
Vity, oop,«in carly youth, was very remarkable; his
strength prodigious. Being endowed with a mind supe
rior to his station, and having received the rudiments J?
a good education, Mr, Cooxe atfracted 1be attention and
notlice of his superiﬁr officers s whilst his heartd good fel-
lowship ensure _~im the '1ﬂ"eumn of his messmates. ot
the littie dramatic displays ihat cheer ou¥ sailors :]urmcr '
a long voyage, he fook an active and prominent part
and ‘lierefgre, long before he sem his foot in a regulnr
th¥atre, he may he eaid tv have served an apprenticeship.-
to the scenic art, '

Pearman, pur hefo, and W. Bennett, are, we thaik,
the only marine artists now on the rietropnlitan boards.

It is rather surprising, that, alithough r, COOKE per«
sonated Epuauletie { Fontainbleau,) Irrk Hatiarick, Robin
{ No Song No Supper,} &c, &c., at Drury, lnq éxertions-
were but little appreciated 3 and even at Covi ent-ganden
theatre, he never et that reception that his high talents
desorv._. w ! iy

Mrv CookE has done almost every individual part he
has appeared in, belter than_any other actor whon we
are acquainted wuh conld have done it. His Bagatelle is
far beyond the clumsy correctngss of Gatfie, or the sput-

-
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' terlug of Farley. His sailors afe more steady than Mun-
den’s, (Mon~2n was always a ¢ drunken swab ;%) Jesa
,Tigid than Fawcett's; and only inferior in méllowness to
Jack Banrister’s.-His melo-dramatioperformances equal
those of Wallack; and in serious pantominie, no one (save .
Obi Smith) can stand one moment in competition with him.

We will sclect one or two characters in which ihis ex-~
traordinary -actor is pre-eminefit. First; for his per.
formance of the nameless part in Frankenstein ;—rthe thing
ig & creation of his own brain—it is an embodying of a
Poetical and supernatural Jsion=—it contains no trait of
the theatre—no shade of anything that has been done he-
fore—bhe comes to our view, a mass of moving matter,
~without stimuolus or intellect-——he seems to Bave ¥yvesight
without vision—he moves as if unconscious that he is
moving, and presents ns a perfect and apgalling pictureg
of an immense machive, moving without affy wdct or

®ppropriate purpose, What can be wore dreadful than
his manner of walking against the ballustradé, as if un-
conscious of the natire of the woodun ohstruction, until®
Jforcing it down by mere manual power, be falls to the
gronnd ?  Wl_t can be more harassingtan the respira-
tion which supplies the place of speech?—a feature in
this performance as novel as it was natural. Were wa
inclined to minutely particularise beautie® we wheuld
rname his seizing the sword, gazing off the child, &e. &e.
but description can do no justice-4e an effort like this, or
convey any idea of a performance, every fhta‘of which is
fraught with extraordinary -ndications. of intellect and
acquire.aent, - Th~ dressing of this unearihly being is
another point in which our hero has been pre-eminently
successfu.. The creature, raised from the.particles of
kuman remains gathered from the charncl-house, ishrought
before you in the green, ghnstly hue of putrescent fiesh.
It is, indeed, the realisation of a walking corpse ; and
his lack-lustre eye, and rough and withered air, render
it, upﬁn the whole, the m st finished outré exhibition that,
 the stage of this country ever beheld. a |

Q3
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Let us (urn from this {o hi¥ Hlans ( Tnnkeeper’s Dalghe
ter.) How exquisitely does he depict theGerman!—
hew admirably pourtray two seemingly inconsistent -
qualities-—cowardice and courage! “Hans, drom long
hahits of dangerous exploit, has grown calloas to the
efforts of human-power ; aud could smoke his pipe, whilst
his adversary cocked his pistet, And thid is habit of
hody. DBut, in early infancy, having been tn'ughl.tn_ft:ar |
supernalural agency, his mind is still pervious; and
the map, that would stand with unshrinking apathy before
an cighicen pmmder, siiddews at the wllisper of the namg
of the archfiend. "The selfishness tanght by suffering to a
meAn mind 3 the cool disregard to the wants of others s
and the exquisite indifference to the loss of hwman life ;*
arc 6o many brilliant pictares of real existence, that we

w0uld have wismed the arena for their display had been in
S0 I]?E'ETH,‘:{IH“‘ entertoinment than a melodrame.

Of another order is his Orson in The Iron Chest*
Hans is abrute,because he is unheeding to the wants of his
fellow-men, Orsonwis a brute of asswnptione—one who
glories in the denravity of his own heart, and gloats Over™
the sufferings of his victims, "The first Yharacter is x .
heartless one—the other is a being, whose heart is.wholly
depraved. Kelzler would sec a f2llow-creatare expiring
frowa Mis wolinds, and leave him as he found bgu-—0rson
would goad and increase the wretch’s misery. CooKE’s"
Orsor_we like as wellas Bmery’s.  1is inere pictureseue
—and we'cab dispense with the dasit of rusticity that
Fmery very naturally gaver-it.

We bhave scen our hero perform, chmarterb" in low
comedy, such as Sancho (Lover’s Quarrels, } oand with. |
much satisfaction ; though bis effoerts in this Iime are ex-
ceeded by many of his Cﬂntﬁmpm aries.

His B"-‘gﬂtﬂ!!ﬂ,and indeed, all his I'rf“u:hmﬂﬂ, have a !

g e m———

* Our Feaders eannct have forpot our hero’s exquisite non-
rhalance, whou he exelaims—

“ Billy fellow ! wants to ont his threat ™
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Jightness, mat is wanting in the personations of Farley,
Gattie, and J. Russell, who otherwise have constde-
rable merit in this line. Mathews, Decamp, and our
hiero, are assuredly the best representatives of French-
men now on thestage ; and, as the first gentleman is doing
better things than kicKing his heels as Epaulstte, and as
the sceond seems expatriated from the metropolitan boards,
(wby we cannot even guess,) Mr. Cookpg may fairly
. claim the throne of pre-emiuerﬂre. .

We had nearly forgotieh to name pne of Mr. CoogE’s
happiest efforts—the part of Rinaldo, in Gil Blas. 'This
piece required meore from the actors thaw, pezhaps, any
one that was ever produced ; inasmuch aseach mdividnal,
who was allotted a part of any importance, had, in his or
her early scenes, to perscnate youth ; Tsecond! Lumidare
age; and, lastly, old age. - The keeping the link of -
character through the ravages of time, was a task of no
common order, Gil Blas had, successively, Miss Kelly,
Pearmam, and Bartley, as its reprasentatives. We hesi-
= tate not to afiirm, that the progressiv__-teps of OId Scythe
and -Hour-glass were much more effectually marked by
our bero in his admirable performance. The little pecu-
liarity in his gait an’ utterance were natnrally axagge-
rated ic his concluding scenes, Thiswas like his monster -
in Frankenstein: an effort that stands isolated from its
‘xcellence. ) . v g 0™

In a word, Mr. T. P. CoogE i3, in most paris of the
drama, a su-urising performer. Whether he wounld have
succezd=d in the-first characters™of tragedy, is wratter of
doubi, There is a want of flexibility in his features and
fones, for higher assumptione ; and his expressive face,
*hat so well depicts the strong workings of intense pas-
sions, might . >t so readily pourtray the nice_ shades of
mirtute ones.  In such characters a. Gordon the Gypsey,
Monez, &c., he now stands alone. His muscular frame,
and gigantic appearance, make him a more natural re-
presentative than Wallack, who has too much of the
- Apolio Belvidere about him. Among Mr. CookE’ " per-

| A _ . . o4
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formances, we must not forget to mention his'Wan in Ar-
mour, performed by him in the city piece, called The Lord
Mayor’s Show. The Btility of this pma‘ﬁe whith takes
place on each recurring 9th of November, we leave the
city gentlemen to determine ; but, certadnly, that & man
of Mr. Coox g’s capabilities shoulll be empluycﬁ in such a
scenc, has alwa}s surprised us, We hope he had 'mere
weighty reasons than we can divine, for subwitting to
such a degradation. - We always deemed vocalising at a
city dinner, as a display beueath the dlgnlty of any re-
gpectable member of the profession ; but being encased
for eth'tmn,_'md getting oneself out fo the gazing and
cheering of a holiday mob, is really a step below even &
- singer’s sufferance.
| ~As a_slage manager, our hero has judgment, unwearied
- Industry, and exemplary satience. His directions are
given with mildness] but enforced with firmness.. He
never exerts his authority over the wretch beneath him, or
famely submits to the*blown-up fool! above him.*
" Asa man,weh2> ever heard Mr. CooKE’s name men-<
tioned with respect and delight. X{is manfers are un-
assuming-—his hahits domestic, .
He is married to a very amiableJady, and enjoys the
regard of a Inghly respectable circle of acquamtmnce.

Mr. T. P. CooxFE is five feet eleven inches in height,
and of «. dark complexron,
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By

TONY BRUN’S SALT FISH.
f

Tony Brun, an ergptic vomedian, with more ambition
than ability, was no less remarka#ble for his Eingular sitn-
plicity, than extreme fondness for angling, Wheh he
was member of the Liverpool theatrs, he Mid one even- -
ing several lines in a stream near the town, in hnpaﬂ of -
precuring an excellent dinner for Jie next day. Ta the
course of the night, a thpratrical wagy beroliging to the
same company, went to the piace, drew up his hooks, -
and on some of them fixed red kerrings, and on others
sparrows, carcfully placing liem again in the former
situation. Early in the morning, Tony went with a
friend,-lo secure his expected PTize, and drew up the
Fred herrings ; upon which he said, ¢ Before God ! here
are herrings! and, upon my faith, ready pickled, too 1’?
Proceeding further, he drew the sparrows ¢ shore:
after examining them attentively, he esxclaimed, < God
bless my soul ! this is indec1 very surprisirg ! I don’t -
- wonder ac catching the red herrings, because they were
in their own element, out I really never. before-thought
- Luat birds Ii- cd in water ! T vaould as soon have expected
*o have shot fish in the air! But I will take care and
nor ve disappointed a second time, b}r la.}'mg my lines
here for fresk fish I’ ) .

_ BURNING OF COVENT-GARDE~N THEATREyIN 1808,
b

The fgpllowing uccount of this lamentable event was
furnished by a Correspendent ; and as it contains many
- eb
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mhareshng partlculars, we submit = to our readers m
the state in which it was forwarded to us.

¢ ¥ha destruction of this very elegant theaire h? fire,
is, we are sorry to state, Yo be added to the number of
conflagrations of edirices dedicated to dramatic repre-
_sentations, which have occurred in the course of the last
twenty-ﬁve years. About four o’clock, on Jugsday
" 1orning, - this extensive building was discovered #0 he
in flames ; and so fierce and rapid was the fire, that oo’
exertion cuuld gtop its course. Within less thas three
Bours after its commencemenas the ﬁhnle of the interior
of the theatre was destroyed : nearlv the whole of the
gcenery, wardrobe, musical and dramatic libraried, and
- properties of-all Kinds, were a heap of smoking ruins,
AH the books and papers relative to the concerna of the
theatr+, as well as tt> prodnce of the preceding night’s
perfnrmanr:e,-ﬁ preserved, A considerable number
of engines promptly attes.ded, hut there was a shamefal
want of water for some time, It was upwards of an
hour before some of the erZines could be supplied. They
_aTterwards played with the utmost possible effect for up-
wards of an hour, wirtfi the roof of the theatre fell in
with a dreadful crash, and thus announced the desiruc.
. tion of the interior of this elegani building. The fire
reged wih-mest *violence a. the upp®r end of Bow-
street; the western side 3f which, nearly as far as ‘the
. Police-offica, was soon burned down, to the extent of
seven or e:ght houset, mcludmg the public~ho.se, called
The Strugglers. In Hart-street,.the fiames communi-
cated to the houses on the. opposite side of the stregt
from the theaire, and four of them caughi fire at-the
same moment 3 but, by the great activity of the “pu_ple
and firemen, they suffercd litfle more damage  than a
severe scorching. ~Great apprehessions were eater-
tained for tb~ Safety of Nrury-lane theatre, as~the flames
of fire were carried on by the wind, with foree and in
great quantities, in that direction. = great r;lmher of
-penpie mnunted the roof, ready, in case of actual fire, to
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Leaving L srbetter learninges cirenmsiances to accomplish,
For his proceedinges may appeare to be in haste,
Yet sl together unprofitable his Ifhoug he did not waste ;
For at this daye, and ever, he deserveth the fame
Which all wonkes deserves professinge that name,

This wo. thy knihte Arneway, then mayer of this citie,

Ihis order toke, as declare to you 1 shall,

That by {wentye-fower occupations, artescrafies, or inis-
teries, _

These pagentes should he played afier breefle rehearsall,

For every pagente a cariage to be provided withall,

In which sorte we purpose this Whitsontyde,

- Our pagentes into three partes to devyde.

1. Now, you worshippfull Tanners, tha, of rustame ol
The fall of Lucifer did set o_t, | N

Some wriiers awarrante your maiér, therefore be boulde,
Lustelye to play the same to all the rowtte ;

And y. any thereof stand in any woubte,

Your avthor bis author hath your shoe let bee,

Good speech, fyne players, with apparill comelye.”’

Such were the celebrated Mysteries of Chester.

The first speaking sacred drama was Pellg wossion di
Nostro Signor Gesu Christo, ( Tre Passion of our Lord
Jesus Christ,) by Gialiano Dadi. Bishop of San Leo, who
- fiourished abc_uat the year 1445, ’ v

LINES.TO THE MEMGHEY OF MR, RAE w

0 give_im the tear that humanity claims,
When in life’s warm mermian i¢ flits from our view,
Restrain the cold.murmar that sullenly hlames
The waunt of perfections, the portion of few.
And the’ from the pure path of virtue he swerved,
Deuy not the laure. of fame to his brow 3
Accord him the praise that his genius duserved,
And et pity forbad ws to sully it now.
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How frail is the tenure of aught_upon carth,
- "How sweet are the fiowers temptation keeps planting
Then, in holding the scules of his error an® worthy
Frown not, if some grains to the balance be wanting.
In recording his faults, let us put in array
The virtues that blest and ennobkd his mid of
If the first are nol great, let us weep them awa}: .,
And whate’er be the last, be they loved and enshrined.

While cold and unconscioug be presses his pier,
How deadiy the fog, who c¢ould lcvel a dart !
And where is the friend will refuse him a tear,
For the groeswhat once tortured that motionless heart 3
No, his foe will be silent, his friend be resign’d,
In the heavenly hope that his faults are forgiven,
At thawcai=brightest hope shall illumine his mind —
That he now is a ra2 in tH® regions of heaven.

Then come to the tomb ;—Ilet us hallow the spot,
Where the relics of genius for ever repose;

Adgd his name to the number of those, anforgot,
Till Time shail £% lost in eternity’s close. *

His partners in faine at hiz grave will attend,—
His social companions will weep ﬂ;er his worth,
And t_emearts™he so often could ’rapture and reng,
Will remember the KaEs he has left npon earth,

M. LEMAN REDE._

DRAMATIC AUTHORS IN FRANCE. _

b

A dramatic writer in France is encouraged in a Negree,
and with a punctilions attention to his ease and waterest,
perfectly unknown in any otner country, THe has a right "
to one-twenty-first part of the gross regeipts of his piece,
ev¥ery nighrit is performed in every theatTe of France,
all his lifé. and his heirs for ten years after his death.
The utmost care is taken both to protect his copyright in
‘the piece, and, what may seem more difficult, to secure
him his due share of the profits =ath night, in all the
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theatres nf#Frnm:e, whicli far ‘exceed a hundred in num-
ber. A pi.ticular office is established at Paris, in which
the author needs only enter his name, and he has no far-
ther trodble totake. The office nas its correspondents
and cashiers all over the country, and accounts to the
author for his full profits, for a commission of two per
cent. Atth¥ EI]H! atiom of the two first years, the anthor
of acy popular piece may rely on having cleared nearly
£1700 sterling. After that the profits decrease: but if
. tte author has produced two or three such pieces, he not
only provides decently fowhims®If, but leaves his children
a cowfortable provision for ten years after bis decease.

GARRICK’'S OTHELLO,

TuE annexed letter is selected from 2 publication b
Mr. Benjamio Victor, whose Jract upon mPaeital ac-
currences has been dlﬂ}llﬁf‘d With the '1ppellatmn of ¢ A
HI“H}I‘}’ of the Biage,”” This gentleman enjoyed dn ex-
tensive connexion among the Thespean fraternity, to whom
. his opinions were distribsted with uncomwon candour,
“and obtaino, at least, an attentive f®eption, Many of
his critical retarks are tinctured with zcentencss, and the
subjoined ariicle evinces much free and j mlluuua olser-
vation, We have ofly to premise, in addition, w tma? (rar-
rick relinguished the part of Othello, after a trial or two
to accomplish its performance,_ which subjcc fed hira,
amidst many p-oofs of failure, to the trimphant sarcasms
of Quin, who, when askes by a lady how ke liked Mr.
Crarri:k K in-dikello ¢ OthellowMadam 1”? (replicd fhe
cynic,} ¢ Psha ! o such thing, There was a litile black
boy, li. . f{1r11‘ ey. attending there with the tea-ketile,

who freited and fumed ahﬁﬂt (he dlage, bt T saw no
Dihelln.”

—

Lo David Garrick, ~sg. ]

Dear Sir, - . March 14, 1744,
You are pleased carnestly to desite wmy sentiments of

_



266  #NISTRIONIC ANBCDOTES, &e.

you, in the character of OEheHF.*—-—They wait on you in
the following friendly dress. b |

" My closest attention was never more commanded than
by you last night in Otkello. 1n the mefhoirs of* the late
Mr. Booth—in his theatrical character, Otkello is men-
ttoned—and at the close of .it, I was enthusiast enough
to prophesy—-but last night you Wasg very nEaF_muking a
convert of the prophet himselif.

I own I was most inclined to fear for you in your
address to the senate; but there, even Jhere, you ex-
celled your present rivallt wwose merit lies chiefly in
declamation. -

I found yoy, had very judiciously applied your study
jo all the“great and striking passages in the character.—
The irance} had a fine effect; your manner of falling
Lo it, and recovering from it, was extremely beantiful !

After {Rus happily conquering the difficnlties, and sail-
ing safely by those Tocks on which so many have been
cast away, it would be ridiculous to make the least doubt
of your ability fo acr this character in the utmmst per.
fection, But to srrive at this point, thera are somea

. -
things to be done. 1T thought your pauses, in general,
not long enough, pariicularly in that famous soliloquy—

S Thisfellow’s of exceeding henesty.”

I think you-should look long after him (Jago} before
you spe=nk, and in the three places in that speech, if the
pauses are not 1 little longer than yoif made them, the
transitions appear too sudden ; but your greatest and most
apparent neglect was i the seene in th~ foltrth ace with
Emilia, when Desdemona enters to you, (taking her hand)
}"ﬂ“ Bl Y == ]

“ Let me see your eyes.”

® Mr, Garrick’s firat appearance in this parvt was made on
the Sth., - T :

+ Mr. Qur.

1 This portion of the character, from its extreme length, has
been omitted for many years, to iz regret of many sensible
actors. It occurs in Act. iv. scene 1, of _he orighial drama.
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Tt is evident, the words thar follow—

“ T,00K in my face™

are spoke in anger; Otkello, at thac instant, nhaérviug
the attentive eye of Emilia upon him, quits his Wlfﬂr
with these words—

e Suma of your function, mietrase, ¢

and pushes her out of the room. You will easily obhserve
#his must not be spoken in anger, but in a peevish, smo=
thered contemptiious tone, .nd ¢xactly the same when he
calls her in, and throws the money at her; this you did
last night, not only in a wrong (one of voice, but in too
wuch hurry, -

To fix this npon your mind a little closer, gwe.-ma
leave to observe, that you commit the saw.e fanlt in your

_Huamlet (a part in which you ex¢zl all within my memory)
in the scene with Rosencrans and Guiltiensiern, where they
attempt to discover the true cause of your diserder.
After Hamlet has ridiculed their attempt, by the stops on
zhe flute, he sayg—*¢ S’death! do you think T am easier
to be playedon than a pipe ?”’-—This démands the same
tone of contempt, which you spoke in a loud tone of
anger, by which the srase is quite mlbtﬂ.k'&ﬂ, and the dig-

_nity of the character Tost. v -

" Those gentlemen whoe are in the interest of your rival
(“or by this character and King Jin, the contention for
fame is confirmed) say, that by your features you make
comedy of that famous scene between King John and
Hubert; and why is this? The rcason is cbvious_ Your

- rival shows in his looks and actions all he feels; which
being littiey he expresses little: you, who have a quick
c mception, aided by a large guantity of spirits, are,
perhaps, too art to run into the contrary extreme. 1
must confess, for my own part, I ¢ uld wish, *1 mawy
places in Othello, your geatures were less violen?; becaunse
in all parts of distress there 1s an extreme point, and

~ there the utmost emotion would appear nafurally beavtiful,

- e
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As you have the happiffess Bf a most expressive cotn-
tenance, you may safely trust more (o that swwhiclt, with
your proper and paihetic manner of speaking, would
charm more successfully, if those vioTent and seeming
artful emotions of body were a litile abated.

You sce, sir, I have delivered my sentiments with the
freedom of a real friend, T dare submit (i to the cene
sure of the noble lord T found with you in your dressjng .
room last night, and will even give you his agreeable,
avowed pardality into the bargain, becawse I have a
high opinien of his lorMship’s judgment and regard to
truth.  But, what@ver may be the fate of 1his adventure,
pray believe that in the wide circle of your friends, you
have nov a gleater admirer, nor a more sincere well-
wisher than,

* IDear Sir,
Your faithtful fricod,

And Servant,

s

From a snbséguent letter in the same wiume, datoed
Reptember 14, 1745, we learn that the foregoing remarks
appecared, through an unknown cheanel, in ¢ The London
Covzamt,”” a paper of that period, published by ane Hin-
ton, in 8t, Pacl’s Church-yard, Tlheir appearance is
stronglv regretted by Mictor to Garrick, and after pre-
fessing a Dbelief that the pablication, at Such a Juacture,
was intended ¢ to serve some purpose,’’ he conclides by
an avowal of his readiness to procure Mr. Garriex ¢ gl]
manner of satisfaction possible for this rude injury

S——

[ - e

CURLOUS STORY OF MADAME CATALANL-—FROM A GERS
g
MAN PAPER. -

¢ Madame Angelica Catalani a German.®’

““ Qur readors will shake their heads, when thkey read
the seeming paradox implied in the above superscription,
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However, irrs not an exaggeraied patriotism that would
attempt, by sophistical arguments, to represent the ¢ Queen
of song” &% originally belonging 10 GErmacy, (as a eertain
modern, saperlatively subtle critic bas transformed
Shakespearr mto a German ) but we faithfully relate to
them the ﬁiiﬁv.'ing intdresting facts, from respeciable
authorely, and leave it to them to form their own opinion,
¢ A certain acior of the name of H , said, some -
Years ago, that ¢ e knew Madame Cutalani very well, hqv-
" ing performed with her of the same theatre in Russia, where
she had at that time figured under the name of Miss Doris
Schefer,” This he said at H —, incidontalle to two
icarried sisters of the pretended Doris Schaefers wlhose
attention was cxcited by it, because their parenis hofl a
daughter 6f the name of Doris, who ran away.from theuw
- 2t the age of twelve years, out «f love to the stags., For
a long time they bad obtained o newd of her, till a letter
came from the Netherlands to Magdeburg, the abode of
her parems, in which she deseribed™to them her happy
stuation as a vinger.  Since then nothing more was heard
- of her, and the above assertion was forgoiten. On the
- ast visit of Madame Catalani to B -, where the brother
of Doris did not fail {0 ;o and hear that celebrated singer,
he was scstruck at the first sight with the extraoriinary
[ikeness, that he communicated his astonishment in the
st wngesi terms to his sisters at [I——, and to his Leother
at W . The latter, struck by the coinciding infor-
. mation of his brother, and the actor above spoken of,
took thé mosf ob.jous and natural course, by wnriting
directly to Madame Catalani, and requesting her to give
him information on the subject_ RBut now, reader, mira-
bi : dictn ! Madame Catalani delivered this lefter to the
magistrates at - ———, and desired them to irform the
writer, that he should deliver to the-t magistri_zs the
letter of the runaway danghter, and other famil, papers
connected with it after which, she {Madame Catalani)
wonld explain herself firther upon this affair. 8o things
ttand ai present ;3 and the wriler of these lines can afirm,
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. that the two sisters of the pretended German-Catalani ap-
pear to have a likeness, if not a striking one, to Angelica,-.
whom® he has Frequently seen., Truly, says the reader,
all this sounds very plausibly ; but does not Catalani, at
the first glance, show in every feature the renuine Ita-
lian? But we ourselves also Buspend our rpinion, and
leave it to (he future to decide, whether the histosy of
music will one day say, Madame Cuda!uui a Germum !”

S S | T ———

PERFORMANCES OF THE PRESENT DAY.

i

ENGLISH OPERA-HOUSE,

Quw visit to this theatre has convinced us ‘more than
ever of the correctness-of the aseeriion, that there is- -
scarcely an actor eun the stage, but can exceed his fellow
in a particular phrt,_ TaorNg, who has heen the aversion
of the frequeoters of the English opera-house] from his
fizst appearance plays a character in The Cirnish MinerT,
in which he is so perfectly original, that he has become
the chief attraction in the piece. RBENNETT’s accident
has brought, Mr. Baxen before twe public, in two first-
raté characters; and, notwithstanding the very short
~ potice at which they were undettaken, Mr. BAKER had
industry enongh o bé perfect. He had_only a few howrs
to study them boths; yet he acquitted himself highly to
the satisfaction of the audience.

"

-

SURREY THEATRE,

~ Great half-prices, and tolerable houses at the ascex-
- gien of the curtain, continue to assare Elligton, that he is
‘yet estimated by *he public. The Coburg has engaged
Mrs, M*Gibbon as a kind of counter attraction. The lady

has talent, but she is nearly ankaown te Lunﬁon, and will
qot; we fear, be found to draw.

—
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MEMOIR

OF

W. H. WILLIAMS,

" (Late of Drury-mne Thegth 14 and waurhall Gardens; and now
of Sadier’s Wells Thectre. _

1
B3

—-‘—-.-

Did you know what strugeles T have encountered, yon wmﬂﬁ
8y I periorm wonders.— b heel of Forlune

—wilie—

o

BrograrAY may hefenfarraining, when composed of
fictions ; but it is valuable only, whe,. its basis'is truth,
The que niity of amusing stories thax we ltave in our serap-
hooks is aslumshmg, bot, alas! most of them, like Dame
 Alice’s tales, have only un& fanlte—ts ey are nut irfie,’™
- Iticnot only necessary ihat things he lrue; but, to pro-
dace any good cffect. they muost appear so 00:  Impro-
bable tmuth is often more dangerous than probalmne falsc-
hood. We do hope eur character for veracity is sufliciently
astanlished, and that taies bord ring on the morveilous
mey bhe helieved upon our voucher; bat we have no
anxiety to try the strength-of our eredit in this way, and
thererore frequetly omit matter that would be_at least
interastine, "
- Tn the Memoir that we this day present to oor readers,

- ive have a round unvarnishéd tale of 1he privations of

-t ynuth, on his entering the scenic prnfﬁalnn—demtuta
ﬂllnL of dramatic knowledge and. wardrobe- ~wiih nn
guide hut his inclinations—no director, but hardly and
dearly bought experieiice. The lesson is a useful one,
Eead it—j)onder oo iL—ye pezsesso s of tranquil firesides

- ®mnd friendly fenderﬁ—,remnve not your feet from the

T
=

NEw cER1Es, Vor. I,—16, - - ) W
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hearth of home, to wander through the Liriarygpath of the
drama—ithink of the comfortable cupboard, groaning be-

neath peddings, girloirs, and other adoref viand®—iuhink

of the well-washed hose and snowy linen, that your patere
nal domus supplies and contgins—and then hethink vou -
of scanty pittances—of wretche™ quartery, With your

hetter halves, if Jou have any—of full hearts and emty

stomnchs—think of what talented actors have eadured,

and do endure-—think, then, what your own fate may be,

even with dramatic geniusi Awd,«depend’opon it, gentle

reader, it is abouat t€n to one, you are as destitute of (hat

uncommon quality as Mr, Claremant or Mi, Treby,

We have tuKeo considerable pains to detail the facts.
tilerasly in the following Memoir; and, though happily
fcz us, not from personal knowledge, arc enabled«o state,
that the Sums shared, and the privations suffered, are
accurately detailed, ™ ) .

. We will now pwoceed to history; merely premising,
~ that we do hope Mr, WwrLrranms’s good sense will &1l him,
that these old stories are not reyived with anv malignanga
View with regard {o him, but to benefit othersY Remem-
bering what he was, can reflect no disgrace on him, when
we see what perseverance, industry, and talent, have

made1im, . -

At Weston, near Bath, where popr Lovegrove is taking
his ¢ ev_rlasting rest,”’.on the 23th of May, 1797, (ol
Thursday,) Mr."WiLLiaym IIeNxrvy WiILLfAws's mother,

who | - -
“ Took just nitee months to consicer,
~— - Boetore she would let bimn be horn,™

- ]

was safely delivered of the voung gemtleman, Wwiose life
and adveniures we are about (o record, His father was
a fatmer; but, shortly after our biero’s hirth, instead ot
geiting his Bread by - rowing corn, he determined toinnke
it himself» and accordingly came to London, and com-
menced baker, We_have no retords of Master WiL-
Liams’s adventures, until he was ten years of age, or
thereabouts ; and it_so happened,.that Messrs, Shepherd -

_— L —
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and Daws_- did proposc, during this part of Mr. WiLe.
LIAMs’s minority, to introduce him to the notice of the”
public, <8 Tom dhumd, at the Minwer thaatre, in Cathe-
rine-street, which they had taken for the purpose of levy-
- .“ag contributions on their fricnds. The young gentleman
. appeared, dressed in-vlack stockings and hessian hoots,
there being no fleshings that would fit hied. How he ac-
quitted himself, is not in our power to inform our readers s
_the critics of the day having omitted to mention the per=-
formance. Norhave we asy actount of him, until he wag
seventeen years of age, -
In 1814, he made his appearance at the Rerwick-street
theatre, in the character of Prince of Wales, if Shake-
speare’s Jlenry IV, The plume of feathers, the spangted”
- tunic, an? the tight whites, did the business—and nothin,
but the stage occupied hisatten‘ion from that pertod. He
formed an acquaintince” af Berwicr-street with a Mr.
Richard Jarvis, who spoke of the folly «f wasting time in
private theatres, and advised a Jowmey to a sharing oM~
any at Leatherbead. No sooncr said than done, The
recruits were welcomed by the manageT, and WiILLiAws ™
-cast Jeremy Diddler, to play the very day he arrived. He
.did not know a liue of the part, nor the plot of the piece.
But that made no difference. He walked™on at” noghe,
and got on famously, ungil Sam (Mr. ‘Tomlinsen) addressed
him in these words—¢ VWhepn you’'s2 done, I'll go 15 for
what you’ve sale, isn’t a morsel like it,’” Thiz was the
first disagreeable our aspirant met with in the profession
he had-chosen, ard made him feel very uncomfortable
during.thé remainder of the farce. Not that ho was kept™
fong in thw misery ;- for, as he knew nething of the part,
P said but little; he, however, made up his mind, in
ture, to be as verfect in the words as possible. Taat
atght was devered by our hero to “stter t-;-'l"iﬁﬁj; and
Mr. Williams, sen., received, per post, intelligence of his
son, and was delighted with reading the animated descrip-
tion of his more than byilliant success  The letter spoke
'f glauces from the s*de-boxes, tumultuous applause

S—
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from the gaiiery', and murmurs of up]}rﬁhati_,n from the

"pit. 1t farther suggested, that the comedy of Town anc

Couniry might bhe scn., as the debulante proposca making
his second appearance in’ Plastic, a part be bad seen Mr,
Wallack perform ;3 and the young actor thought, that, wito,
a little attention, he might sirikowwit somenaw heantie:,
The fond father packed up seven sliris, the Mesired co-
medy, and ¥s, 6d, 3 which were lummediately despatched
by the Leatherhead coach, carriage paid.  Tae company

staved one fortnignt at ~.ce EL*t.me amd 1eft ihe town
much poorer than Titey entered it—Ubent their course to
Dorking, in Surrey——staved some time—Dbut absolutely

could nor getthe people te come near the dheatre at all,

Omrche Tast night, for the benefit of the whale company,

*ha receipts amwanted to 850 On Saturday night, Messrs., .
Wictiams and a Mr, Ded:d helda couucil, aud determined
to dine on Sunday, at any rale, (o eFremony they had not
performed foor sen® days.)  Accordingly, at twelve at
night, they started ow~the London roncl, [ the course of
the walk, many plans were timnfnn uity o do away anr
Y Tnpressions that Toight arise In the minds ef =thewr fr lf‘ndb.,
that their theatrical specelation was o fuiduve 5 and they-
looked m vain for au orchard, to gadier a hittle frait, that
mig.t me predented at home, as ¢ a preseat from_Lord So-
and-80’s garden,” In the ¢ wurse of the search, 1[mv dis-
covercl a bean-ficld ; and a LuuplL of hanakerchiefe
were soon f:led, for lh{! prrpose of presentadion, in e
event of nothing betterwffermg. At seven o’clogk, the
__weary foot wanderess arrived at their Jourifey’s end.  Of
~course they had walked up out of choice, and did not.
mind taking a little breakfast, as «t would™snortly be
ready, and most vbligingly condescended to stay dinne ~
tn Jact, were at length induced to honour Mr, William
resider~e, for a co_ple of days, with theTr presence s ane
then tock leave, and walked down to Mr. Bennett’s
sharing company, at Hampton Cdurt. Mr.W.1L opened in
Sharp (L_t,rmrr Vale ,} and BDiggory, in AU the IWorld's a
Siage, and sang tw) comic song, ; ﬂnd Mr, onneit, wﬂ*

e
-
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Fever suffered an actor fo wo wikigul his money, gave Mr,
WirLrianis_his share—three halfpence, "The Monday fol-
lowing was the Mayor’s bespeak, and the manager netted
snfliciert to giwe our liero fenpence fialfpenny : who, con-
sidering this sum ¢ but a poor*pittance’ for a lad of his
. spirity”” particularly as he had acted five parts, and sung
bree songs,wnce moszmade for the metropolis, with se-
rious thoughts of retiring from the stage, without taking
leave of the public.
Love of fame now induced the retired comedian to turn
author ; and he produged_a piewe, called The Country Inn.
- His father being in the habit of nweiing Emery at his
favourite hause, the ffed Lion und Still, in Drury-lane,
handed that great comcedian the M8, who®sentit to Mr,
Beverley ; who is preserving it for some great heegsiog,
we presame, as it has never yet been offgred to the public.
Our actor verified the old saying, % Lot a maw once rub
himself against thewscefts 6€ A thawre, and his destiny is
certain.”  Bruoy was seen, for days, wanderingnear the
gltage-door of the Toltenham-sire thealre, but had uot
- the courage 1o mect the manager, One morningrmw-
ever, Mr. L,everley having heard something of his tiivmce.
irical adventures, desired him to walk in—inquired if he
could sing—-and, being answered in the aflirmative, re-
quested to hear him. He complied, and sung Foor Liflle
Mo, without music, oy the Stage, i the presence of the
whele company, Mr. Beverley engaged him ot twelve
“whillings ver w_ek, and ne appeared in the year'1518, as
the dragoon in Tekeli, and sang Whe! a beauty I did grow!
to a Jouble-encare. Ia the couvse of a fortnight, he be-
camg¢ A useful ‘member of the company, and Fot S0fe
geod peis, with au avgmented salary., Mr. WiLrLrams
sfayed with the West Londow man.ger fe  two seasons, and
then entered- into an engagement with Klanert, of Rich-
- mond, for the wow comedy 3 and, through the w.erposition
of Dad, obtained the services of Emery for Ins benefit,
which produced, afterpaying all expenses, £30. Emery
observed so much improvement in Wirtiams, that he re-
- - R 3
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commended him {o Mauwy®s Mdtiingham rumpauy, then
at Retford. Mr. WILL1AMS upencd at the est-named
town, in the month ef Pec. 18195 and, at ehe end of a
fortuight, the company had to prm:m.,d m']Llllfax, fig-
tance of more than ninety mites.  Alleid, the poskets of
our heroe were large enough Jto have beld sufficient sup-
plies fm* any purpose ,-—ten fslullm-g wias ®H"they con-_
tained. In thiswilemna, he thought on a cousih wie re-
sided at Leeds, and had sojeurncd at his faiher)s bouse
for two montls togethey, He looked at the coachiman
and guard of ihe Leeds leftherg conveniefce, and sceing
they bore the appearance of good natwre, he desired to
be taken towards Leeds, as far as they Lm,l{i__ for five
shillings swthusarting with half his capitai for o ride of,
tZewn y nliles, which was the regular fare, 1le now saw
he had nothing towrust (o but pedestzianism ; and wrrived,
{'nmpletul-r exhausied wiih ﬂmm v, and wiih bot iwo-and-
hlx[wucc in his pockee, i ise JOUSTH S “Uoor, who met him
An the prassage, al caflaimed, * What! just arrived !
Well, you'll recover faom the efifects of your jougey to-
mofTFw. BMind, and ceme 10 breakfast,””  The funimgs;
nrei #ihis unexpected reception caclied, ma¥y easier be
Wonceived than described. Meartsick with fatigue, Jd
disgusied eby the unibinking condiiet of his relative, hie
reachod whe Sdracen’s hmd wlhere Tie fainted fr i eX-
lmuﬂnun, and was put 0 bed.  The next wmorning, affer
partakin~ of an excellet hlLstmt his Lill o mmfuﬂ to_
one shilling and ‘!Ix}lrﬂll{fl" wihichTe paid, =vith gany ac-
-Limwleﬂgmeutb,, for that kindaess from a stranger, which
he looked for in vain, indthose from w hmn eThad a=right
To cxpect it, At fength, arrived at Halifax, and “having
e;plm‘ed his pockets as he went along, he discirvered =
. EIIPEHtE that hatrescaped obmervation before.  Ilis wealtn
intash amounted to one- and-sixpence,  This was throwr
op the ticde of a coller, where he had {dKen lodgings, °
with insfructions to got tea immediately 3 afier which he
retired (o rést. I, reader, vou IMve ever been in the
habit of whing lodsi g4 von muost have remarhed the
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sextraordinary vigilance of the good .folks of the house,
for the first two or thrfe days. Lerg befere our tired
hero ihomght of rising, the young lady of the mansion
came {o inquire what he would like for dinner—steaks or
chops.” ¢ T’m not particular,’” wws thereply. ¢ Trouble
you for the money, sir.”” He changed his mind, and
~ would dine out., Dressed_to the best advantage, hehold .
_ our actor in the sireétw of Halifax ;-~-but he had not pro-
ceeded far, before a bunch of five of Mis craft attracted
his nodce. ¢ Who lias got any money ¥’ was soon ¢choed h
from ear to ear, Sixpence was the gross amount of the
funds of six of Mr. Manly’s company: and, whilst jok-
ing over their misfortunes, a letter Wwas put into tie hands
of one of the party, (a Mr. ﬁhe[}her{},)f‘pﬂﬁtage of which
amounted to ninepence. This caused, for a"moment, an
unpleasant sensation 3 buat was soon succeeded bypsméles
of gratification, when Shepherd produéed from the infegrior
a £1 note, and ﬂ;eng;_mlfly.ﬂivided it with s hre{hren.
In Manly’s company Mr>Wir 1Xws remained, playing
the old men, and assisting in the stawe,r .aiagement, at a
salary of twenty-eight shillingswper week, when he re-
ceived ar offer from York, of twe guinecas, tp play the
__first old men ; and he made his appearance in the™memth
.or July, 1820, at Leeds, in the character of Sir Franiis
Gripe (Busy Bodr ) and the King, in Bontbastes. W,
Chayp.nan was the low comedian, Duting the _1me the
company were at Hull, Mr, Elliston made Mr. WiLLiams
an offer, to play three paris at Drury for an e _gagement,
in the event of his success, This he d&clined 3 but, after-
wards, whran an engagement was Ofiered for the seasom,
it wa= accepte 13 and Mr. WicLtams made his_bow to his
Londe- friends, M the character of Risk. -
 The great Lessee found our hero so wseful, that he en-
tered into a further engagement with .am for three yearss
In the couree of his second season, Mr, WILLInIf._LdEEme
acquainted with a lady named L we, She wds n highly
accomplished woman, and possessed property amounting
to upwards of £4000, Mr. Wi urays ¢ did a bir ofuna-
) r 4
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trimony,*’ and becime a happy man.  Bat the acquisition
of this' sum inducedwhim to Epecyfaie in the coal and wine
trades, in both of which he was most unsuccessrl, Mrs.
Williams paid the debt of nature, we' think, Ebt}ut_ three
years back,

Among the little events during his engagement at Drury,
was the circumstance of Mr. EMiston promising Mer, WiL-
LTAMs's services te the rival theatre Tor one night, and at

a few hours’ notice ; and that, too, at a time when he wWas
in the wills for Major Sturgeon, of which he had onl% had
notice at nine in the morning of the day he was to play it.
Mr. WiLr1ams was busily engage®inacquiring the texrof
Major Sturgeon, on this day, which was, by the bye, Miss
Stephens®s lastbenefit, when he receiveda message, that he
must instan‘t.l'sr study Leperello for Covent-garden, and play
it tratwight, as Liston could not appear, in conscquence
of tl;:ﬂ]: death of hi® father; which, to the credit of our
bero’s industry and memory,we didto iDe satisfaction of
all parties. v *

The folldwing y <as cowurred bétweon Messrs, Elliston
and WiLriams, during aTparoxysm of madness thaP Mr.
Xilliston s sometimes subject to, 1t was our insontion to
ha¥®given our readers an account of the proceedings at
BYw-street, occasioned by Mr, Elliston assaulting MF,’
WiLLrams; but we are inclined to thivk that the followe
ing lettew ffom MY, WrLLzaws to the Edifor of 7he Dmuna,
and the account of the trial of the capse which afterward;
took placey will be more gratifying )

“¢ MR. Drawa—TeaFing there fay be some irzpression,
fo my prejrdice, left on th¥ winds of those-who atteaded
(foTthe press or curiosity) during the heaping of nty harge
against Mr. Elliston, at Evw-sireet, {as Yhat gentleman .
EH‘:EHI to what he Tancied a IThel, &ec. &c.} I beg most
respecemly to lay the facty as they then becwsred before
you. Two years backy Mr. Elliston thought proper {o
call a meetirgy of the performers for the discussion of
__theatrical business, a fiw davs after whicll. there ap-
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