


£ SUTBOFCN O
ARTICLIN ANTF LU LAR

UM VAL IO

4 LI
INDIAN QUESTIONS,

INC BUDEMNLG

HEVARRS ON BEDROPT AN U AR Ty BIPMentl,
SOCLAL POLIGCY AND MISSIONS TV Tt 1y
AEDLTITL: TS O T BUBLE Fy GOVEL 80 L SO0 1y

CONTIIRUIAD FORI L 1 XL IETINRL A

By HODGHON DPRATT,

BY J0RAT CIVEE HIBIVEVE,
LEE THYY @ O GENIRAT 0L LE1] T8 F Mt R A

: LONFON
ARAPMAN-AND Hp
7 8






ANOTF.

Tue writer of the.e Mmlicles andd lotrers has wt bhown duced
veprint them by oo ko that they possess any peonbian meatil hoyoma
what thay nuoy decive fiem the fiol 1Ind he b rcide Tin Bagal o
wmove bhou t o years, T ocommon wity all whe know inlia b
pesor] esperience < od frel deep infricst in huor prog. 4 the v o
i3 paincd 4o find that Jndian guestions sre fton so Loepbly 1, -
prefwnded in Lng! v de—nven by the leadens of public opwmron, ol
thei soriois exiors are constantly cirenlated in vegod 4o the ehawadtor
of the adrainistr ion, This does not adae fedm any want of ability (v
pabiiotirng bob Bor wwe of b owludge ny fush and, nporieet agnn
to dr Froowution, (ul from ignoance of the Doiucaea of patty «pirit in
fodid, Undu tlcoe civemmsfancen, the oy intons and stdeownis of
tH usa vha have any pecgonal khowledeo f Indin posrgss v Tue, oveud
whete this nmay He wnaccompenied by 21y thing wme en aver v
ability ood common honesty

It is only fair to add, that these artieles wire wiitten during the
ey of o 1esidenrs i Fogland oud skt by the Jato cventy in
Bougal, nud 11 d (he weiter had no opporiundl, of vofoun g fo o fad
gouroes for the cxaet verifcotion of oll tho s dyments he hins madg,
whicly hiowoever, he 1elioves will bo fousd to b anfmiar tindly cortedt ;)
new g he ahle £y wpply this defed in vevi g them oy aepmado-
mmti&”ﬁ%ﬁ%%es unexpeocted recall fo Jdia noecqsar ily pravented hing «
fiom devoting 0 them any wfinube stvention. I T

b e L
Norembey 135}?. *‘~=

™

_?‘ »—h{ﬁ_:i"r #1‘*«.



CONTENTH

Rl

)

4 7
L Rgerwn Graroges on ou Connsos aNp OIWARACKER 0F 00 LNm
Vxzowieviry helug w1eply to o Pamphlot entitled ¢ The Matm

? of the 13 ngal Acmay, by one who hins setved wider S Chark
Napita” oy e s e , t

& % m Cazgerrs Proprrox Ann Bunongas mnmﬁmﬁmii ‘
3. gt Sprrnawd ane oni Orven Beryres g Bevaat, . 'S 1

4, Loogan Poxu ¢ 1w Inoia®; being o congidwation of 1econt poligy 1
o india in seference to Moral and Nocial Reforme, Widow-Ma
Yipgo, &g, . s a N . .. ‘ N

. &
§. Misarons v Tapreg o Dajof 1otiospect of thair hislory and pioswm
f.'-ju{ﬁt*].ﬂn. M . 4 x

[ r w & "

4. ik 30ab A80 val GovopyMnng RCHOGTE IR Tania . N

T Tur Avspearion or Oupn, Avo s Resariony 2amy Mlupvy 5 bein
g review of ¢ The Rebelliea 1 India,” by Jol i Bouoe Novten .

%1' Ixnias 1 aevuore 5 hoing n eonrideration of the wotives whicli Tw):g
* Tod lo the Mutiny, the classes mterented 10 1ba mice g, and 44
repslinLg newessery for ie reprecsivn [writlon Agua )



A SLLLCTION OT f e sape "'»Spi
- AgEMA
ARTICLES AND LETTERS,

176,

RECENT CRITICISM ON THL CONDUCT AND CIIARACTER
OT' TIE INDIAN EXLCUTIVE.

[I"yom tle Deonomdst of Septembo 12, 1867, ]

Frox the peculiar constitution of European gociety in India,
consisting of distinct and sharply-defined classes, not shadin;
off into one another, or “fused,’” as at home,—party-spirit an-
class-prejudices prevail very keenly., Men of more than avey
age strongth of character are of course generally above the en
influences of such a state of things, bul nct so with the ma-
jority One result of this is, that every tlung written by mon
in India, however valuable for facts, dstails, and personal ox-
perience, is tainted by an unusual degreo of one sidednoss *
The evil ig enhanced by the non-existence of & lilerary closs,
like that in Iingland, conssting of men of ugh talent and
education, oo *much alive to the honour of their profession
to engnge In personal squabbles; and so entiicly unconneciod
with the moasures or the men judged by them, that thejr opi-
nions on hoth aie generally marked by candour, tempor, and
impartislity A large proportion of the Indian jouinals ave
adited by men not onginslly of tho litermy profession, hui
who, havs, wiled in other pursuits, have taken to journalisr
as a pg-un—invalided officers, insolvent merchants, &e  Of
course there are many exceptinnﬂ, and among others we would
prominently mention the editors ol thoso able papers the Friend
of India, Mads is ¥Badenceum, and Bombay Times. Al this must
bo borne in mind whén we vead pamphlets o books by Indian
writers ; and more especially when aponymous; for m many
cases the name is withheld simply because 1ts appeardnce
?ould weaken confidengy in the stateraonts made, flom the
act that the writer woujl be recognisel as & notoriogs paxti-

v * The Caloutta Review, n%}urta'riy journal, 18 8 remarkiblo exoeptian, being
condl 10ted on the prinelple of admitting artioles by mant of all parties, s lang: Af o
thav ara wiltten with abiliky antd mofleratiun, ? Sl
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san, and perhaps be known to be excited by strong personal
feelings It should, moveover, be recollected that,. whereas a
« partisan writer on English questions is resirained within cer-
tamn Iimits of misstatement by the knowledge, of his readers,
a writer on Indian questions in England is withqui any such
check, and may state what he chooses with impunity
We will take ag an illustration of these remarks a graphie
and clever brochure, entitled The Hutwmy of the Bengal drmy,
by one who has served under Sir Charles Napier ; not so much
" because it is, in point of impartiality, quite a fair specimen of
the recent criticism on our Indian politics, as because it will
give us the opportunity of 1upidly reviswing the characrer and
~gonduct of the men who have the foremost place in our Indian
Executive,. The Pa,mphlet is, indeed, a striking illustration of
the extent to"which an able writer may be led into puerile
invective and downright misstatement by party-spirit or pos
sibly by personal feelings,” It would really seem that all the
admivers of Sir Charles Napier must, by some necessity, fall
j;xto that great general’s habit of virulent invective against
ery individual however distinguished, and against every body
men howsver respestable, not entertaining his views on
blic questions. Thus, in the pamphlet before us, Colonel
Aich, the Secretary to (fovernment in the Military Depart-
xnent, is described as a “sycophant” and an “ignoramus,”
the megistrates as “unfledged boys;” the Members of the Su-
preme Council as * vain, 1gnorant, and incompetent,”—** Lord
Dalhousie's tools,” Lowd Canming as “weak and vacillating,”
&, & Lake all the followers of Sir Charles, the author’s
leading doctrine is, that Lord Dalhousie was a mischievous and
incompetent man, and the (fivil Service the amin of India.
Agcordingly, the object of his pamphlet is, to show that the
former caused the mutiny, and the latter prevented its imme-
diate suppression We cannot say his success in making out
his case is as great as might have been expected from one who
is so ready to say any thing that seems necessary for his pur-
pose ;
*T'he writer'’s account of the mutiny is remarkal?™ ™hacause,
he states & number of circumstances not before known, and if -
true, of great importance. Ie asserts that even Dbefore the
ex JKing of Oude left that province,—that is to say, more than
eightecen months ago, he and his prime minister had deter-
mined upon 2 plot for overthrowing the British rule, that the
visit of the queen mother to England was merely “to remove
attention from this design ;” that an,alliance was made with
the Iing of Delhi; and that admnta{’ 6 was taken of the (as-
sorted) dissatisfaction of adl the Mussulipan Sepoys in the Bengal
army at the annexation-of a Mussulmarstate, to corrupt them v
"ﬂ@@}\rﬁ of higher pay, &e. The obvious question arises, How
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does the writer know all thess circumstances, no such discovery
having been mgde by any one clse either in the am_plc?r of
Government or out of it, no intimation of any such facts hav
ing appeared in any of the official reports or public newspapers?
Either the whole statement is a fiction, elaborated for the pur-
pose of conneeting the revolt with the annexation of Oude, and
so of throwing the blame on Lord Dalhousie, supposing that
act could make him in any way responsible for such 1esults—
or the writer knows more than he ought to know, and was
admitied to the secret councils of the ex-king, as some of lus
English agents may have been
He proceeds to say that, notwithstanding the dissatisfaction
of the Mussulman Sepoys and the overtures of the king, the
attempt to excite a mutiny would have failed but for the
“ combined ignorance and folly” of Colonel Bireh, the Military
Secretary, in introducing the new gartridges. Of official men,
Colonel Birgh appears to be the writer’s especial béte nozr, and
he reserves for him all his strongest words of abuse. Upon him
is thrown the whole blame of introducing the cartrndges, and
of the delay which he asseris occuried in withdrawing them ;
while Lord Dalhousie 1s accused of having appointed so m-
competent a person to so unportant a trust merely “to show
hig gpite toweids Sir C. Napier.” When a man wiites in this
{ashion, one cannot help suspecting that personal feslings are
at work, The recent ﬂégmml correspondence published on this
subject, and laid before Parliament, 15 directly at variance with
the writer’s statements. He agserts that cartridges besmemied
with hogs’ and cows’ lard had actually heen used , whereas 16
appears that the grease on the ball (to whicl the objection was
first made) was®hat of mutton and wazx, and that ot the timo
the suspicious repori arosd, the practice at the dopdt had not
reached the stage of loading, so that the Sepoys had not heen
called on to bito or even handle the new cartindges. Itis stated
by the Government that nol a single new cartridge has beon
issued to any native goldier from first to lnst. Aguain, so far is
it from being true that nothing was done by the Military De-
partment on the Sepoys’ objections being reported, as the writer
asserts, that orders were promptly given to allow them to ob-
tain wax and oil for themselves to greasc the balls.

he share of blame, which belongs respectively to Lord
Dallionsie and Colonel Birch, having bzen thus explained, 1t
remains to be seen how the writer proves his case agninst the
Civil Service. Ile asserts, in direct opposition to all other
reports recelved from Indja, that the Indian Government have
exhibited the greatest wgnté of “courage and capacity,” alfer-
‘nately ignoring the danggr and falling into panics ; and thig is
explatned by the influence which the ¢ivil servants, who ave
njembers piy the Snpreme Council, sre said to exercise qwesr”

L
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Loid Canning Their sole object 18 represented to have heen
to blind the Governos General as o the real danger, and to
dissuader him from active measures, loest mutiny should pirove
how great had been their incapacity for the government of the
empite they had wsmanajed for upwards of o contmy. In
other words, the way to hide the fact of the mutiny was to let
it go on Such reasoning carries 1ts own refutation with if.
It appears to us, that whether acting or not under the advice
of the members of Council, Lord Canning adopted every pos-
sihle measure that the emergency called for, and that é*nm
fust to last he cxhibited gicat energy and promptitude, There
was no Jloss of time in meeting the various ,objections succes-
sively raised, first as to the grease on the ball, and then on
tha cartridge paper, explanations and assurances were followed
immediately by orders that thd new cartridges should not be
issued (By some acgident these orders appear, however, not
to have reached Meerut) When the mutiny arose, a succes-
sion of enactments and general orders, with a view to its sup-
pression,—the summary punishment of the guilty, the reward
of the faithful, the disbandment of suspected regiments, the
summons of reinforcements from the Cape, Mauritius, and Coy-
lon, the despatch of steamers to intercept the Chinese forces,
the conferring of the amplest powers upon the Commissioners
of the Punjab and Oude to do whatever the emergency called
for, all these and many osher measures hetoken vigour and
judgment in the Executive , while the writer of the pamphlet
hefore us would persuide the FEnghsh public that the only re-
medy thonght of by the Council wasthe suppression of the frec-
dom of the press And, in tiuth, the supervisign of the press,
which at such a time of peril was in numerous ﬁistanﬂes domng
avery thing in its power to wenken the confidence of the natave
population 1 the good faith and power of the Government, was
a measure of the striclest nrgency, as any of our readers will
know who bave studied with any attention tho character of
their comments on the first outbreak of the mutimy
In notling more is the violent party-spnit of the writer
apparent than in the sleeteh which he gives of the personnel of
the Council and Secietaries Tt is full of sarcasm and bittor-
ness, but 18 as incorrect as 1t 1s bitter. Mr Dorin, who is de-
scribed as an “indolent sybarte,” and “ deficient in mental
culture and ability,” was during a great number of years Se-
cretary to Ctovernment in the Financial Department, and was
considered to have shown such great judgment and piudence
in his difficult task during the two Bunjab wars, that whon n
vacancy occurred m Counecil about fivk yems ago, the Court of
Directors, considering thai his experrenyge would be as valuable
as his long seivices wire merttorious, appointed him tb the
"Eagsilt seat It is added that, dwing the ghort time, he acted
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as President of the Council, the Sonthl outbreak occurved ;
but it is well known that this avose {from caunses long hefore ot
work,—that the Sonthal district was, previous to tho outbreal,
undey the immediate supervision of the Government of Uengal,
not of the Council of India, and that if there was any mis-
management 1n its suppression, as the writer states, the blame
does not rest with Mr, Dorin more than with the Council geng-
rally #

}{Vith regnad to the remarks on the limited sphere of M,
J P. Grant’s Indian experience, we happen to know that this
wentloman wag cmployced several years ago on a very impor tant.
and difficult mission to one of the Principal native courts in
the south of India, and that for his remarkable alilities, he
has been on other oceasions specially selected to conduet com-
missions of inquury in various piovinces of the empire, so
that the wuter is altogether incormect in stating that the Ben-
oalees are the only race with which he is acquainted It is a,
mere absurdity to state that Mr. Ghant labours under an im-
pression that the people of Bengal are a type of the 1lindos-
ianees generally, for we suppose such a mistake could not be
made by the youngest ensign in the country, much less by one
who has been successively Secretary to the Government of Ben-
gal, and Secretary to the Goveinment of India in the IHome and
Foreign Departments 1In the article in ihe Calenfta Leview
on Lord Dalliousie’s adininistration we fi 1d these woads: “Mr,
Grant’s official career 18 acknowledged by competent judges Lo
have exhibited inflexible impartiality, high sense 4:}[J honour,

< undaunted love of juslice, and unwearied searcl for truth,”

Since he has been in the Counecil, e 18 known to have distins

guished himsel® by bringing forward, among many other useful

measurcs, the impoitant Bill for the Ragistiation of Under-

Tenures and the Redemption of the Lwd-Tax. As to his

being “an adept at'intrigue,” this is the most unlucky blundor

of all, for My, Grant’s honesty and plain speaking aie o proveb,
General Low, being a military man, 18 lot ofl' easily,—tha
only fact against him being that “ age and climate had already

begun to tell upon hig nerves™ ,
~Of Mz Cecll Beadon, the Secretary t1 the Goveinmant o

Indin in the 1lomeé Department, who we ave told 15 * nairows

minded and unscrupulous,” and “ hated independent Eng-

lishmen,” &c, the Caleutta Beview says m thoe mticle just
now guoted, that when Lord Palhousie determined upon the

* This Sonthal 1ising greatly resembled the Sepoy mubiny 1n some respects:
it was sudden, entirely unfoiosfen, and emu]jjt m 1espect to the loaders wha-
wire ruined by flobt, entirely wghont intelligible ennse.  The wholp population
rose suddenly, and mudered egory man, womah, end ehild whom thiey meb of+
» ather than theit own 1808  "®u¢ when tho PLIAONOLS Wwerd questioned afierwards
as to their motive, they could give none.  They moaly a?{l tiray waie ordered to
¢ do so by fhe priests, and the priests had 1ecolved qrdars from the god
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great measure of cheap and uniform postage, he selected My,
Beadon as gne of the members of the commigsion appointed
to 1eport upon the besi mode of carrying it out, because
“he posscssed thorough business like habits, great energy,
and quickness;” as well as, the reviewer might have added,
‘singular acuteness, and the power of seizing, out of a mul-
titude of crude suggestions, exactly those which were prac
ticable, and of putting them into a working shape’ Mr Bea
don was for years a distinguished member of t&m Council of
Lducation, and hag always shown the greatest zeal 1in promot-
ing the success of the great English College for native students,
in the establishment of a University, and 1n inciting the youth
of Bengal to exertion by throwing open to distinguished stu-
dents the highest posts in the uncovenanted service of the
judicial, revenue, yolice, and education departments As Se-
cretary to the Government of Bengal under Lord Dalhousie, he
distinguished himself in working out many most important
reforms, and 1 initiating measures for the extension of road-
communication, th: improvement of the pohice and judiciary,
the cultivation of the lands in the Delta of the Ganges, the
conservancy of towns, the suppression of aflrays, and many
athers

Fortunately we have been thus able to give a specific veply
tn the remarks made on the character of the leading members
of the Executive (tovernment at (alcutta, and we think we
have shown that they are men in whom Lord Dalhousie and
Lord Canning have not unreasonably placed counfidence. But
even if we had not possessed this specific knowledge, we should
have known that those statesmen were not likely to endanger
their own reputation and the welfare of the empire committed
to their charge by the selection of incompetent advisers In
Indis, statesmen are not fettered in theiv selection of advisers
by the claims of aristocratic connections and the possessors of
votes Mere private interest has less weight there than in any
cointry in the wold, for the simple reason that it would be
too great a 1isk. Where a hundred and-fifty millions of aliens
in race and religion have 1o be goveined by a handful of
Englishmen, and where the very system of government is
almost experimental, 1t is felt that the best men must bo
" taken for the chief posts, no matter whether they have family
interest or not,
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THE CALCUTTA PETITION AND FEUROPEAN PARTIES
i IN BLNGAL

[Trom the Deonomist of Septembey 20, 1857 ]

Wt had occasion 1n a recent article on the character and con-
duct of the Executive at Calcutta, to advert to the very great
bitterness of party spirit and clags prejudices which distinguish
the Furopean community in India It 18 important that tlis
state of things should be clearly understood in England, and
that we should endeavour to get a right view of the relations
in which Anglo Indian parties and classes stand to each othen
For, whatever may be the changes, if any, hereafier made in
the mode of controlling and supervising Indian admnistration,
one thing at least is quite certain, that the English public will
have to exercise more and more the functions of n court of
appeal and reference in Indian questicns. With incroasing
faculities of communication by rail and telegraph, with the
increasing importance of India commercially and politically,
with the more vivid sense of the fact that our possession of
Indin involves a very seiious moral responsibility,—there will
grow up in England a greater interest in India than has existed
heretofore, and a greater readiness to legislate for India in
England, ingtead of leaving the administration of that ampire
to the Indian Executive and the Court of Directors, Whether
India will be the better for parliamentary interference, whe-
ther changes of system made with every new change of party,—
experiments by men possessing no personal acquaintance with
India, and the application of home notions to the government
of a people so different from our own, and posscssing ancient
civilisation and laws peculiar to themselves,—will all tend to
make our tenure of India more secure, our rule moie respected
and welcome, may be doubt{ul, but there can De hittle doubt
of the fact that a change of ihis sort will come. Alieady, the
various parties and classes in India show a growing digposition
to seek the aiud of the inglish publie in the settlement of their
differences, Each pariy -wishes fo secure public opinion jn
England on 1ts own side; and the weakor 1f is in {;ﬁiﬂ, gﬁa
more eager it will be to cnll in the aid of Parliament here
This in itself will tend to mislead us; fo1 the party which hhs
its own way in India will not care to come into court at all, so
that we shall hear only one side. Wo have but to take up any,
Indian journal to discover how much mutual recumination
ﬂlere ]is, and how 1[:]531111:;].v.a:ztM &]1:3 the qums{:in 18 E?b issue, W(e find
re planters. complaming, thet the Indian Goyernnment (as re-
pregﬁﬁeﬁﬁ;fim Civil Service) spekifide thelf Ing g%g@% tg, the
mw. T@gs_ggt_r}vgﬁggﬁ@uﬁ is, that t’LEy do not pu&sﬂggﬁjﬁﬁat
sharg Of place and power To which thsiy abilify and hereditary
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rights entitle them The migsionaiies condemn the Govern-
ment for not making more strenuous efforts to protect the pea

santry from the oppression of the native landloids and Fura

pean planters, while the civil servants defend themselves by
pomting out that these charges contradict each other, and by
pleading generally that they are attacked by all partics Liecause
each asks for more than is equitable or expedient Under
these circumstances, 1t becomes a serroug duty to endeavour
to get a clear view of the position of classes and questions,
without catching the contagion of Indian animosities, or
being musled Ly the vxaggerations and onc sided statcments
which the several partics hring before us. Qur duty is to;
judge impartially. We know less than they do on ihe spot;
but we have the advantage of not being heated or biassed as
they are,

European society in India divides itself into two great divi-
sions, consisting of the official and the non official classes respec-
tively The former comprises the eivil, mmlitary, and “uncove-
nanted” services ; and the latter, the indigo and silk planteis
of the interior, with the merchants and brokers of the Presi-
dency towns The officers of the Civil Service, taken.from the
“upper middle” or professional classes in England, the song of
civil and mihtary officers, or country gentlemen, have always
been 1equired by the FEast India Company to give suilicient
guarantees of intellectual and educavional fivness, by passing &
preliminary examination nearly corresponding o the “httle-go”
ab Oxford ,—Dby a two years’ special traming at the Hertford-
gshire College, where the nominee, farhing to pass the successive
examinations, forfeited his appointment ,*—by passimg an ex-
amination in two native languages ai the Presidency previous
to entering on active duty as “assistant magistrate ;”—and by
further and more difficult examinationst mn those languages as
well a8 in Jaw previous tp veceiving the {ull powers of s magis-
trate. After these admirable secuirties for due quabficaiion
have heen taken, the Bengal civil servant is, at the end of six
or eight vears, appimtad to the grade of magistiate, his aua
being then about twenty six or twenty eight Wa believe that
recently, owing to special and temporary circumstances, pro-
motion has been mcre rapud, while the age and term of sorvice
wa haye given are based on an aveiage of several years. Wae
have been thus particular in stating the age and quahfications
of the civil servants, becanse one of the strongest charges brought
by the Planting Interest agamst the Government is, that the

&
¥ Thege avrangements are now mPlanéd, am i5 well known, by competitive
exnrmmabions resulting in o dirdet appointment tg Indig
t At these examinations ilie officer 18 Yequuiddto conduat a tial, 1ond nativa ~

docpments 1 Ms, and witte his decision 1 the veinaculai in tho presence of
native nnd Enghsh offielnls

.
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preservation of order and justice in the interior is intiustod to
men who neither 1n point of age nor training are fit for such g
position. While admitting that a better training in the prin-
ciples of law and greater experience would be a gain, we think
those charges are marked by very great exaggeration, especially
when we compare these conditions with the conditions of re-
ceiving similar offices of trust in England., When the cavilian
arrives at a standing of about twelve years, he hecomes “ col
lector,” first in a small, and subsequently in o larger district,
in which position he not only realises the (lovernment land
revenue, hut decides judicially all questions of rent between
landlord and tenant, assesses 1evenus o1 lapsed lands, man-
ages estates held directly by Grovernmenk, registers mutations
of landed property, & The civil servant of seventeen years'
standing, or thereabouts, generally obtains the position of civil
and sessions judge, if his previous career affords 1eason for sup-
posing him qualified for that high position Ile then decides
CASCH a{)pealecl from and committed by the magistrate, as well
as civil suits and such as are brought up by appeal from the
lower civil and small caunse courts (administered generally by
native judges) Such 1s the official carcer of the bulk of the
¢ivil service during the twenty-five or thirty years which form
the average term of service The more important posts such
as those of Judge in the Sudder or High Cowrt at the Presi-
dency, of Member of the Revenue Board of Commissioner (or
Prefect) of a Division, of Inspector of Prisons, of Dircetor of
Public Instruction, of Secreta1y to Government in varioug de-
partments,—a1e reserved for those whose abilily and mdustry
have been tried in inferior posts, and who are found pre-
eminently fitted for such vesponsibibiy In the “regular ling”
of the se1vice, senioility recerves some consileration ; butin these
latter posts, hardly any at all —they are reserved as prizes {ox
those who can win them. There is one other featne in tho
constibution of this body which we have not montioned,—tho
fact of its being a “covenanted” service ; that 18 to say, there
ig o “covenant” between the Fast Indin Company and the
civil servant, to the eftect that the latter enters the service on
the understanding that the offices we havn spoacifiad shall ba
reserved exclusively for this body,—that the members shall not
trade or engage in any business on their own account, and
shall obey all regulations and orders of the Company 1n refey-
ence to leave of absence, salaries, pensions, deductions for an-
nuity fund, & In making such a covenant, the object of the
Company wag to secure fqr o specfic texm the services of a
class of persons who woulg not have been willing to take ser-
vice BXGE%t on & guarantge as to the position they werd fo
occupy Now, gonsideriBg that there i8 mo clags of persons in
Indis sufficiently Iarge to provide competont incumbents for
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even one tenth of the posts held by the civil servants, some
such covenant appears indispensably necessary. But because
occagsionally an able merchant or barrister in Calcutta, or an
intelligent planter in the interior, is to be found who would
prefer the duties of a magistrate or member of the Logislative
(Council, this covenant 18 made a gricvance,

Now, the ordinary Earopean population of & district conagists
of five or six officers of the Civil Service,~and, if there is g
vegiment, of a score of military officers,—all 1esiding at the cen
tral station of the district, where the civil and c1iminal courts,
the jail, treagury, high schnol and hospital are placed; while
scattered over the district, at distances varying from ten to fifty
miles from the “station,” ave perhaps twenty indige and silk
factories, with abcut the same number of European planters in
charge of them. The planters are not colonists in the usual
sense of the word any move than the avil and malitary officers,
for the chmate of India does not and never can permit Euro-
peans to bring up their families in India; go that, like the
civilian or military man, the planter’s object is to make a for-
tune and retire to England, where us family have been sent
for health and eddcation The only difference between him
and the official 1s, that if fortunate he may make hig fortune in
two or three years, while the latter hag to wait a quarter of a
century for his by saving & portion of his salary Even if the

lanter were not, from the nature of the chimate, prevented
rom regarding India as a home, and from settling down there,
as he would in Canada or Australia, the difficulizes of obiaining
land 1n_a country alieady pre-occupied by a dense indigenous

opulation would necedsarily prevent the settlement of any
arge Etlrn%&n pcpulation in India The native landholders
rega1d the Europen planters with extrenie jealousy, and throw
great difficulties in the way of letting land to them, and, when
they do, frequently resort to fiaudulent meansures for ousting
them, to open violence, to affrays, the forcible destiuction of
their crops, &¢  On the other hand, in addition to the imper-
fect fonure of land in Bengal, there are not many opportuiiitigs
of buying gdod land, for the sale of such land for arvears of
revenue is not common, while land is every year rising in value
Another difficulty which the mndigo-pluntcr meets with, is the
extreme unwillingness on the part of the native tenantry lo
%ruw indigo, Whether truly or not, they declare that it ex-

auSts the land, and that they'find 1t more profitable to grow
their own crops of pulse, rice, wheat, and sugar cane, &e.

These circumstances sppear 10 us quite sufficient to account
for the small extent tnﬁw]ljnnh Enghghmen attempt to setile in
Beongsl; but the planters and the @gleutta merchants nllege
offier reasons, and astribe the fact to the j ealousy entertained
towards all “ndependent” Englishmen by the Civil Service If
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we ask how any such unnatural feglings are allowed to ailget
their interests, we must turn to the representations that are
contained in the’ petition just receivad from Caleuttn Ilere
and elsewhere the great remedy for all their wrongs is staied
to he their admission to the Legislative Counal, and the sub-
stitution of the Enghsh law and languapge for the acts of the
Indian Legislature and the languages of India in the couris
What is this but asking that the conveniznee and advantage of
_.a, few wealthy settlers may be considered before that of the
.natives of India, who for some reason cr other mistrust and
" dislike the planters, and consider thew inteiests to be dwectly
at variance with their own? Mosl mmportant 1s 1t for the
gradual civilisation of India, its growth in woalth, security,
and knowledge, as well as for-the bonefit of Euglﬂnd, that Kng-
lish capital and enterprise shall by every possible means find
an opening in India, but surely this is not to be agcomplished
Dy, violating the most fundamental principles of equity at the
very outset Yet, because the Government of India and its
Chvil Service set themselves in opposmtion to demands of this
kind, they are accused of throwmg obstacles in the way of Ku-
ropean enterpiise lest thelr authority in India may be wenk-
enod! Wo sincerely respect commercial cnterprise. We believe
that it will do much tor India, indivectly ne doubt guite as
much as just government itself. But we are sure that nothing
could be worse for our rule in India than that the natives should
have reason to suspect that the welfare of the people of Indiy is
gubordinated in the minds of the Government to that of tem
. Porary English settlers A cry of “India for the Indians”
-« would then indeed be certain and not only certain, bul justi-
fied. Our space, however, is exhausted, and we must relurn to
this subject in our next article*

* With refevence to thab part of th s and the sucogeding prirole whick touchies
upoh the 1elntive advantages of the prastical training for hus fiuture duties revelyed
by the junior civil servant, nnd of the training 1eccived by an Engliah bavilster,
poople 1 Enpland should beet 1 mind the very pecubr uﬁ sumstancas attending
the admmistration of justioe in Bengal Thay should recolleet $he enoinous diffi-
oulty in gelitng ot the truth  Thoe Unghsh magisirate decldes by tlhe diveet ov-
dence of the witnesses, and more ﬂﬂpenﬁl!y by that of the police. Tarjmny on the
part of the plaintiff defendant, witnesses o1 policeman,1s of rare ocomrence Tox~

ery of documents equaily so. In Bengal, truth s tha excepiion, perjury the rule

pstead of the police aftording any help, Théy aie maie corvapt, if rossale, thun
the people, orgover, the regpeotable classes of soclety, those whose sintoments
might be most dependod on, think it disgraceful to bo scen in 8 court of justice
evon as witnegses; and if they ean possibly avond atiending when summoned o
give ovidence,~—by 1emoval f0_nnother place, or soro other siratagem they do
80. The consequence is, thaf, in the simplest cases, the mag sttate has to hunk up
all sorts of indireet evidence as to the real motives which led to the action being
brought, as distingwished fiom thele whwlh have haen advanged; to find what
former diaputes, if any, bave oxistedl botween the portfes; to find what 1¢lations
existed between them; whethor t&e}f are really aoyng in thelr own name, o
merely represent other pnrﬁas, in®ho baockpround, of more influende and nostélon,
Lhe writer of these articles has, week after wesl 1lsan long before dnylight, and
1idden geroas ngunu y to the village whioh was tho dwelling-pluce of the parties
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THE ENGLISH SETTLERS AND THL CIVIL SERVICL
IN BENGAIL

LT1om the Deonomast of Qetober 3, 1857, ]

Wn resume our consideration of the relation in which the of-
ficial and non-official classes of the luiopean population stand
to each other in Bengal. The principal grievance alleged by
the latter againsi the former is the thieatenced imposition of

what the local press terms the “Black™ Act ; that is to say, the
ﬂsdﬂptiﬂu of that part of Mr, .N[ibhil-lll:l-yjb vode wlich abolishes
the anomalous system under which there is one law for tho
black and another for the white mhn  Originally, the British
hoin gettler in India could claim exemption from the jurisdic-
tion of the Company’s law courts even 1n the cage of civi] suits
and of misdemeanours, In spite of much dsclamation, and the

absurd assertion that Englishmen had a right to be tried by
Enghish law 1n whatever country they might be, instead of by

the law of that country, this special privilege twas abrogated
some years ago, sxcept in the case of criminal offences of a

in o case before him m ordev that unexpectedly he might make local inquiries
from disinterosted pas ties, and find the tauth before the “ story’ was too well pe
pated After along rde or palangquin journey of some houis, perhaps thaough
rice-fields, thick jungle or hnﬂ‘ swamp the young civil servant niiives in tle vil-
lage  "Lae romour tast the ¢ mag.stiate’” has gnddenly made his appearance flies
like wildfe, old and young, women and ¢inldren, laboureis and land agents, fa
mers and landlords, In rry out to have a look at the sauelh, The plaintf nnd tho
defendant guess shiewdly what he 15 comle for, und are in despair that then atior-
nays are not af hand to advise them ns to the line to be taken by them and thefy
respective witnesses As a last 1esowrce, they vie with one another eageily m
presmng comteous attentions upon the *mmcarnation of justice  Onef ruus for o
stopl for him to sit on, another for an iimbrella, while their friends foteh smoked
milk and indigestible p antaing  Qw youthful magistiate declines theso favoms,
and proceeds to colleet all the most respeetable men of the village togather under
& shady batian, He then takes with lim the plamtif and defendnnt up to anch
of the Little vowd of 1cspectables succossively and asks of each in tuin whether
both paities ncknowledge him to be an impartial man, unconneeted with either,
nnd uninterested In the dispuie. Ile thus collects a sufhieient body of reapeotable
and frustworthy witnesses  He places them apart by themselves undaer g troe,
and minkes them sit down alone, wihilo he goes out of enishot, but not out of sight,
under nnother tree, ard ealls them up to him one by one for emieful 1088 oxn
mnafion 1n the presence of the plmnug and defendant  Thig done, he visits the
land in dispute, if any; makes o sketch of it, calls for the doouments in the cage,
1t any ave required; nnd thus anticipaies cleverly concocted pexjury, forgery, and
the machimations of the detestable fintermiby of low native attorneys, who live
upon frawd and hitigatin, He rmdes off; and after o hasty bathe and bioakfnst,
is in comt by eleven oclock to deeids his endes, with o oleay conseience, though
somewhnt wearied by such n prolude to the six or seven hours’ work in com,
This 13 the gort of timming requisite for n Bepgnl magistrate ond judge In
this way, besides etbing at the truth mn the only way Snsaihla, he obtains almow-
q,lﬁﬂ(fﬂ of the peoplo, their habits, modes of e, prejudices notions, land-tonures,
and lnngunges which 1¢ woith infinitely moiesthan the teining whish & barister
vsiwould bring from Westmingter ov the Old Bailey, .And what buinster of any
Alanding, or any chavacter, would go throngh This sout of undipnified wear and
s Eem;;?w ich to p young elvilian of five-and-twenty s practioable, though not plen-
Ank? .
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sertous kind. Ay regards the latter, it is still necessary that
the native complamant shall proceed against the Knghsh planter
in the Queen’s Court at Caleutta, even though the offence may
have been committed many hundred males up the country, and
shall himself, with s witnesses, proceed at an enoimous ex-
pense to the metiopolis. To say nothing of the hardship that
this involves to native villagers, who regard a journey beyond
therr own district as we should regard a journey to Cential
Africa, the expense involved in engaging Lnghish counsel and
paying attorneys’ hills, the delay and mystery of the whole
proceedings, aic sufiicient to deter any one but a rich man;
so that the agaieved ryol prefers infinitely to submit to his
wrong, and the “independent Anglo-Saxon” has immunity from
justice as well as from trial in a “ Company’s” court To say
nothing of the impolicy of continuing a systema which must
leave a very unfavourable impression as to our good farth and
hmpartiality in the minds of the native population, its injustice
15 s0 obvious, that one can but wonder that 1t has been allowed
to exist so long.

The argument nrged by the planters in favour of their ex-
emption—that justice is badly administered in the Company’s
courts appears to us to tell just the other way. If bad for
them, surely those courts aie much worse for the natives, who
do not possess the advantages of wealth, social position, and
natural cnergy, which cuable the funner 10 setuin English
counsel, and n other ways to do battle with any incapacity on
the part of the judge, or corruption on the part of the witness
‘If the couits are bad, let them be reformoed, not for the sake of
any ong class of the commumity, but for all classes , and we ave
quite sure that notlung is so likely t0 insurve tlhis reform ag the
continued lability to iheir jurisdiction of such a class as the
sturdy English planters, determined to have justice, and to
oxpose any defects in 1he administration of justice by which
they suffer. The evidence taken hefore Parhament in 1853,
and the debates and enactments of tha Legislative Couneil, shaw
that thé improvement of tho comiis has not heen forgotton;
but doubtless there 1s much to be done The objestions wrged
against the Company’s courls by the planters are mainly the
following (1) that the judicial officers of the Civil Service
presiding in these courts have no legal trainmg,. (2) that some
of the junior magistrates and nearly all the agsistantgyudges in
the eivil law-comts are natives, and consequently not above
the reach of corrupt influencesy (8) that the law adminmistered
is not English law, and.J4) that sccurity of person and pro-
perty is placed at 1ho mergy of pexjured witnesses, forged doou-
ments, and fictitions charges. The Indipn officials reply to the
firgt of those asseriions *by stating that, as 1egards the mag}%g
trates’ courts, the simple nature of the law ac TR

B
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" privilege of appeal 1o the judge’s court, and the state of socioty,
render unnecessary the carveful legal training so requisite i
England in consequence of the complex staté of the law and
the very different state of things They point oub that the
£1 oposal to substitvte Enghsh barristers would not answer ; for

ut few persons who had been called to the bar would be found
willing to come to [ndia on the conditien of having to waib for
the post of magistrate until they had gqualified themselves for
Bﬂﬁﬂing the examinationsin Indian law, language, and customs,

escribed in our last article Until so guahfied, their mee
legal t1aaning, it is urged, would be of no use whatever; whle
the tr1aining of the young civil servant, which he gains duing
his career as an assistant, in trymg petty cases under the ¢ye
of the magistrate, 1 conducting police investigations in the
villages, and in taking down evidence in s boundaiy dispute, 18
Just what is wanted. They add that, as regards the higher or
judges’ courts, men who show incompetency for presiding in
them are not promcted, and that seventeen years’ experience in
the magisterial or revenue courts will give any “average” man
sufficient legal training for judicial dutiecs in India (2) In
respect to the native magistrates and assistantudges, it is as-
serted that, as a geneinl 1ule, the charge against them is mot
well founded, that the superior education in the English colleges
which most natives have received who hold these posts has
given them o better moral wnstinct, and that the great danger
of detection and of losing a position they so greatly prize is &
sufficient check. - (3) It 1s wiged that the body of law known
a8 the Company’s Acts and Regulations, based omginally upon
the old law of the country, and specially framed with 1eference
to the mstitutions, tenures, and customs of the people, and
more especially the new code now under consideration, is mucl
better adapted to accomplish the ends of justice than (e
English law. (4) As to the prevalence of paijury in the courts,
and the msecurity of property and person vesulting theiefrom,
no change in the law or the admnistiators could afford any
gufficient 1emedy. This is one of the penaltics which tho
planter must pay fcr coming to India; and he should be sa-
tisfied when he sees that the Government, by momoting the
spread of education, are doing their best to raise the character
of the people,

Strong as is the position here taken by the Indian Govern-
ment, we are aware that thei¢ 13 yet much room for impiove-
ment in the courts, and more still for the greater securiy of
tenure and the suppression of fiaud apd violence on the part of
the native landlords, as well as of porjury in tho witnesses; but
we believe that the governois of thy different provinces and
presidencies, as well ag the Legislative®Council, have honestly
and constantly kept this objcet 1 view, and that the new code

Fds
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will tend greatly to promotle its accomplishment Apait, how-
evear, from what mere snactments can accomphsh, care must be
taken that the vamed and highly responsible duties falling to
the lot of the Indian magistrates, and the high judicial func-
tions which are performed by the judges, are not allowed to
fall into the hands of men whose youth, inexpenence, or natural®
incapacity unfits them for such a position. In our last article
we showed that most careful precautions had been adopted for
many years past to secure the nccossary qualifieations, but we
are quite aware that, during the last two ox three years, the
large increase of territory, unaccompanied by any correspond-
ing increase in the numerical strength of the Civil Service, has
obliged the Indian Government to broak thiough the wusual
rules of age and standing. This should be looked to, and Lhe
strength of the Civil Serviee increased, though how this 18 to
be done in the present state of the Indian finances we kunow
not. It was anxiety to savethe expense consequent on increas-
ing the numerical force of the Civil Service which led to the
fatal practice of employing the best men of the army mn civil
duties ; and the same financial difficulties meet an Indian ye-
former at every turn

There is another improvement, however, which docs not in-
volve this embarrassing question of finance more caro should
be exercised in the selection of the judges It is not sufficient
that persons vory decidedly and olviously ungqualified for the
judicial office should be excluded ; nonc ghould be appointed
who do not show actual and undoubted fitness. Under the
present system, by which there is only ong line of promotion to
the successive grades of magistraic, collector, and judge, every
man looks forwaid to the judicial office loo much as a maltey
of course, in order that he may enjoy ihie salary of a judge’s
appointment as the reward to which ﬁu i+ entitled aflter o cer-
taln numbor of years' service. Now it is quite right that a
certain length of service should entitle & man to a certain in-
crease 1n his allowances, but 1t is nol nesessmy 10 accomplish
this olject that & good revenue or police officer should be made
a judge. Let every civil servant bo enablod to gain some ge-
neral knowledge of all departments during the fiisl years of hig
service, and aftor thal be appointed to cne particular lino,—
either revenue or police or judicial, according as is*special
idiosyncrasy may morve particularly fit liim for the one or the
other,—and lel him get his inevcasoed allvwaneces in thal line,
when time and good service have entutled him to the same
This suggestion is not ourg, but one which has heen fiequently
made by distinguished mgmbeis of the service o which it ve-
fers; and we are suie thyt its adoption would greatly increase
its efficiency. Before dnoluding this pavt of our subject, wo
would call attention to the following impartial testimony from,
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the recent work® of & I'rench gentleman for some years resident
in India :

“We merely affin that, on the average, as & body, by its integrity,

its talent, and experience, 1t [the Civil Service] is equal to its task ;
Hhat never have magistiates of gieater integiity, collectors more dis
interested, judges moie independent, 1uled the destinies of native popu-
lations ;—in a woid, that the great bulk of the Civil Service is a worthy
pépresentative in Indin of one of the nations that lead the van of Lu.

L~"10pean civilisation *

Kecping in view the fact that India is not a Brifish colony,
but an Asiatic empire administered by the British Ciown, wa
do not see how one single class of the Indian community—ithe
English planters can claim a right to participate in the ad-
mimstration, when from the nature of the case all other classes
are excluded from such participation. No such thing as repre-
sentative government can be possible in India for many gene
rations , and so long as that is the case, the planters must stand
on the same footing with the other classes of the population, if
we are not to violate the first principles of equity This would
be the case even if the planters were regaided with confidenco
and attachment by the native population , but it 15 fiequontly
gtated by the Bengal missionaries —who would generally be
regarded as impartial and well-informed witnesses—that the
planters as a class, with of course many excepuions, are con-
sidered by the natives as oppressive, because they compel the
native peasantry to grow indigo for them againgt the wish or
prejudice of the native labourer, so that disturbances and affrayg
are not uncommon. What, then, would the natives think of
our giving the planters the power of legislation

We have spoken throughout of the planters, ag if they weie
the only parties to the recent petition and others of & similar
kind recerved fiom time to tume from Caleutta, because although
they are gigned by many of the merchants, brokers, and trades-
men of Calcutta, these latter classes sign thom more on account
of their sympathy with the planters, whose agents and pavtners
they are, than on tleir own account TFor their own part, they:
only suffer indirecily from any supposed maladministration of
jussice in the interior, as them residence 1n Caloutta gives them
the privilege of resorting exclusively to the Queen’s Comt and
to English law. As regards the mercantile community of the
thiee great Piesid:noy towns of India, we should Dbe heartily
gladly to see their mterests represented by the appointment of
one of their number to the Legslative Couneill = Tho expert
ence and advice of such & man as John Cowie would be valu-
able in the settlewent of commercidf questions, and the mea-
sure’ could he carried out without thé deast semblance of injus-

¥ Las Auglais et PInde, pm I, do Valheuen; Payls, 1857
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tice .—indeed, the appointment might be made for five years,
a native of India and of Great Britain being alteinately se-
lected. DBut it should be understood that such a concession
was not made as a matter of constitutional right, but simply
ag o measure of good policy, and resumable at the will of the
Governor General Such a measure, however, is not likely to
be promoted by the production of such petitions as that received
by the last mal from Calentta, ,
As illustrating the feeling entertained towards the planteis
by the natives of India, the following extract from a speech de-
livered recently at the Lown hall in Calculta 18 worth quoting
The speech was delivered by Baboo Rajendia Lall Mittra, &
native gentleman, who, in point of scientific acquirements and
general ability, holds the very highest place among his country-
men, We do not quote his 1emarks with appoval, for we think
they contain mischievous exaggeration, and are wholly mistimed
at such a crisis as the present; but we do so to show the light
in which the planters are regarded by the people of Bengal. |

“ Davoid of the meaits which characteiise & trne Englishman, and
possessing all the defects of the Anglo daxon race, these adventurers
from Lngland have canried ruin snd devastation to wherever they have

one Ask the 1ed Indian 1n the pranies of Noith Amaics, and he
will say thab the antagonism of the Angle Saxon adventurers hiag within
a hundied yemas 1educed their number from half a mllion to forty thous
sand  What 18 it, but the antagonism of the swoeepings of Ingland and
Holland that has driven the Bosjeman and the Caffie to the inhospit-
able sands of Central Afriea 2 In Aushalin and New Zealand, the bat-
tle is stall being fonght, and ere long the natives of those places will be
numbered with their dinotheiin,—things that were. and yet 1t i these
adventureis who pretend to dread the antagonism of the Yindoo, these
ave the men who having made England too hot for their residetos,
come adf miser icordiam to complain of our mvalry., They telk of thew
energy, education, and high cvilisation Tiey boast of the capital
that they bung to Indin, and the vast number of mon who find employ-
ment from their wealth, Surely never was o more consununate ocase
of making a mountain of 8 molelnll, Taking the cost of the whole of
the indigo produced in this part of the conntry at & million and o lulf,
we shall have searcsly a crore of Duropean agriewltwial capital in afl
India, and for its sako the country could not have a greater curse than
the Anglo-Saxon planters, who havo been by their own mussionaiies
denounced as the grostest tyrants who have ever beon permitted th
fatten on the rumation of inoffonsive and helpless peasants—mon whose
like can be had only in the slave ownes of Viigin ’ !
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SOCIAL POLICY IN INDIA.

[IMam e Deonomst af A iguat 15, 1857 ]

In proportion as it becomes more evident that the iecent
avents alte owing 1o & reli_ious panie, there is an incrensing
disposition to trace its origin to some more remote causce than
that which immediately presents itself Phlegmatic and reason
ing Englishmen will not understand that men who ave still hut
half-savages can act fiom blind and sudden 1mpulses instead of
long entertained and deep-scated improssions  Thus 1g the 1ca
gon. why Messis Whiteside and Disrach find willing hearers
when they seek to ascmbe the mutiny to any such definite
“cause as the digsatisfaction of the Sepays with recent legislation
in India, in connection with the laws of inheritance and of
wdow-marriage  While no evidence of a clear or satisfactory
kind is adduced in support of such a hypothesis, we think there
are many facts which point to an opposite conclusion. In the
first place, 1t must not be forgotten that at least three fourths
of the Bengrl army came from Oude and B,a;j%mﬂt{muﬁ, whera
the action of the Government, 1n respect to social or edueational
rgforms has necessarily had no opportunity, as yet, of making
ifself felt. Then there is the fact that no such cause of dissatas-
faction has heen 1n any mstance brought forward by the Sepoys
themselves When the men of the 19th Regiment had been
dishbanded and expressed their deep contrition, they were ques-
tioned privately as to the motives which had actuated them,
but they professed to be utterly unable to account for their
qpﬁrehensiﬂns, merely alleging that men of other reguments
had told them that the Government intended §o take away théw
Fj@_& Notwithstanding the absencs of personal sympathy and
ree intercourse between the Sepoys and the English officers of
the present generation, which has no doubt rendered the formor
g0 accessible to the influence of designing persons, and so oredu-
lous of any absurd stories concerning Government proselytigm,
1t must not be forgotten that there are many officers of Genoral
Hearsay's standing, who, Yike him, havo always sought and ob
tained the confidence of the native ofhice1s- Yet not one has
ever heard any thing which would lead him to suppose that the
efforts of Governmcent to promote the education of the people,
and the emancipationt of widows, or to'secure the right of pri-
vate judgment 1n religron, were regarded with any sugpieion or
irritation by the Sepoys  Mabitary men of the “old schaol” in
India are notoriously opposed to the reforming tendencies of the
lost twenty years, and would have heex only too veady to deteot
and report any such disaffection Al that Genera ORYBLY,
wlio was adduced by Mr. Whiteside in the TTonse of Commans
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as a witness on this point, is able 1o say is, that “perkaps” the
Dhurmma Sobha E:rr Hindoo Counservative Suciety% of Caloutts
has instilled disaffection into the minds of the Sepoys No
arounds whatever are adduced for the supposition, utterly im-
probable as it would seem to any one acquainted with the
indoos of Calceutia, and with that entire absence of intercourse
between them and the Sepoys, which a difference of langunage
and of habits must necessarily create It 15 nothing but a sur-
mise, which the nature of General [learsay’s political and pro-
fessional prejudices would readily inchne him to adopt 1{)3 i)
mihifary man, he would rather beliove that a military disaster
had arisen from causes beyond the scope of military adminis-
tration ; and as an officer of many yeas’ standing, ho probably
retains the morbid fear of any thing like the progress of “ Euro-
gan ideas,” which was at one time universal in India

With reference to the paiticular Act of the Indian Legisla-
ture, which, as being the most recent step in the course of social
raform, has been more especially selected for comment, the
circumstances which ﬂtﬁ&lr&)ﬂd its passing inte law have been
strangely overlooked, There was no precipitancy or disregard
of public opinion on this question. The movement in its favoun
originated wholly with the native community, and the question
was discussed for years helore it came before the Legislatumie
After that, every opportunity was afforded for a free expression
of opinion on the subject of the Draft Act published for the
public consideration FHor years, many eminent Ilindoos had
written and spoken on the great social misery and ymoral degra-
dation to which every Ilindoo widow was exposed by the state
of the law, which rendered 1t iImpossible for her to mairy again
—gven if she lost her husbhand in ‘childhood ; and the petitions
presented to the Liegislatmie for the legalisation of re-marriags
were not by any means confined to the moembers of what is
called the “ Young Bengal” party, but rzpresented the wishes
of numbers who retain all their old n.tmcﬁment to Iindooism,
and who aie not aoquainted with tho Inghsh language and
Irterature.  'What is still more remarkabls ig, that the promoter
of the mavement wag & Brahmin and Puondit, who possesses in
the lhaghest degree the veneiation and regard of the Hindoos,
in consequence of his pre ominent acquaintance with the saered
language and saiipture of their race. And he commanded the
sympathies of & consideralle number of 1he most distinguished
men of his olass by a sories of publications which showed con-
clusively, by quotations from the saced writings, that the re-
marringe of Ilindoo widows was not forbidden. Soveral peti-
tions were ol course progented by persons objecling to the
proposed Ach, but notwibstending the great length of time
during which the subj?act wns dignpssed, and the natoria%

wiuch the qiestion attained,-vwiFaimi¥igtand that the Sepoys
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expressed no opinwon and showed no interest whatever in the
matter . If as has been said, they vegnrded this Act of the
Legislature as an »bjectionable mterference with thew religious
customs, tiiey would have signed the petitions which wero cir-
culated every wheie for the purpose, or at all events have made
their opinions on the matter known to their offices

It 18, moreovey, an error to suppose that now for the fivsl
tine in the lustory of Indian administration measures have
been mtioduced which are subversive of Ilindoo customs, and
that for this rensen @ther no such attempt should have hoen
made at all as M1 Disrneli asseris, or only made, accordinge to
Mr Whiteside, after an 1mmense mnerease 1n our milrtary foree,
with a miew to crush all opposition, It seems to be forgotten

JBhat the custom of Suttee, ox wadow buining, stood piccisely on
* the same footing as that of widow celibacy. There was as strong
religious sanction for the one 4s for the other, the aiguments
urged against interference with the former rite weio the same
a3 those urged against the later meagura ; while the opposition
in the forme: case was ten tunes stronger than that bffered in
he latter. The greatest alarm was expressed by officials of that
day, who thought that the suppression of Suttee would cause
the loss of India Loid Amherst vesisted the counsels of the
Court of Directors, and it requuaed all the moral courage of
Lord William Bentinck to carry out that great reform. This
was done 1n the year 1820, and from that time to this not only
has theie been no manifestation ofill-feeling, hut the propriety
of suppressing this custom has been so*gencrally ncquiesced 1n
by the whole people of India, that even the Native States have
one by oneg followed our example It is a curious fact, and one
which hag an important befring upon the present question,
that considerable anxiety was felt as to the manner in which
the suppression of the rite of Suttee would be received Dy the
native army, and that a distmguished official of that day 1c-
corded an opinion that the enactment “would be regarded by
the native army with nearly total indifference, as the cuwil en-
getments of the Government generally ure”®;

We believe, thoiefore, that there i3 no ground whatever for
attributing the mutiny to the social reforms initinted o pro-
moted by the Indian Governmant, No doult it maght have hees
otherwigse; and it is not impossible that a vagus perception of
the fact that Hindootsm has been losmg much of its vitahiy,
may have increased the firitation of the Brahmin'S8epoys, which
was aroused 1 the first wnstance by a fear of losing the privi
leges alluded to on a provious oecasign  And if this had been
80, to inquire how it should affect the couise pursued of lato
years by the Goveinment in India—ig an important question,
which 1t s very desirable should he faifly and fully, met in the

% * Keye on the Admimstiation of the Iast India G‘nm];mnk'.
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Touse of Commons If tliere are really any public men who
conceive that the moral and intellectual | rogross of the people
of India should not be promoted, as having a tendency to ex-
cite opposition and to “offend native prejudices,” let that opl
nion be frankly and clearly avowed, that we may see how far it
meets with the assent of the Ifouse and the nation generally.
It should at the same time be clearly understood what has been
the exact nature of the poliey pursued in India, and what ave
the particular measures which are open to question as having
a tendency to excite disaffection  So far as we are informed,
that policy has always been that of stiiet non interference with
the religious tenets of the people, and ertive abstinence fiom
all proselytism, combined at the same time with the steady pro
motion of mental and moral improvement, by facilitating the
piogress of education and the diffusion of knowledge on the one
hand, and on the other Ly the gradual extinetion of customs of
o, degrading tendency, which, though divectly the result of the
native systems of religion, do not form an essentzal pmt of those
systems, ‘It seems to us that while both true policy and public
faath should restrain us from interfaing with the free exercise
of theiwr religion or the performance of the duties it enjoins (in-
cluding, of course, the preservation of caste), we ame equally
bound to promote the knowledge and appreciation of the grent
laws of morality, and to remove all legal impediments t+o the
adoption of such social usages or altered religious views ns
an Improved moral sense may dictate ‘This is the poliey
whicl the Indian Goverhment have of late years adopted; #nd
we think it highly desirable that when msinuations are r1epeat-
edly made, as they have been made lately, that such a policy is
open to question, the ITouse of Commons should give out no
uncertain sound, but state in clear and unmistakeable terms
whether that policy has its support or not. The people of Indig,
ag well as the Government of India, have o right {o demand
a clear expiession of opinion on this pomnt

We feel confident that thero are but few public men who
would not be willing to acknowledge that, cost what 1t may,
our first duty in India is the moral and intellectual elevation
of the people consistently with a duo regard to their relizious
rights; and that we shouid not abstain fiom seecking the co-
operation of the people in abrogating evil and injurious cus-
toms, merely because those customs are in some measure the
result of their religious tonets. » o follow the opposite prinei-
ple—ofdomg nothing that may possibly militate against the pre-
judices of the most ignorgnt part of the native population, to
retard cducation because it would weaken the behef i oceans
of treacle, to punish eduegted Hindoos for adopting the Ohris-
tian religion by civil pendlties, to condemn thousands of women
to moral clﬂgradﬂti::n of the worst kind, merely beoause thege

A
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things arve the 1esulis of Ilindooism-—would be to abrogate all
the duiies which devolve upon us as a civihsed and Christian
people, to legislate in the spivit of Hindoos and not of Inglish
men. _ If the commonest principles of civilisation and morality
comd mto collision with, and ate opposed to, ILindooism, Ilin
dooism must bear the responsibility of such a collision,

ITowever much it may be the tendency of a commercial
people to look at great questions of policy Irom a nairow and
materialist point of view, we believe that these views 1eally
command the sympathy of most public men of whatever
“gchool” And even were it nob so,—were we to take even the
Fery lowest ground,—it would be easy to show that the adoption
of the course we have mdicated would be profitable as well as
1ight, that it is far easier and less expensive to rulo an edn-
cated than an unsducated people; that with the diffusion of
knowledge and civihisation, and a higher morahty, there comes
more intercouise, new wants, and that geod faith which is the
nedessary foundation of extensive trade

e mep—

. MISSIONS IN INDIA,
[Eatracis from a Letter to the Bdior of the Ingiurer,]

¥ * % * Tms subject is indeed important, as you justly
remark, and can ardly be too much kept in view ab a timo
when, on the one hand, selfishness ealls for the suppression of
ail missionary work—nay, of all gocial and moral reform—Ilost
“markets” and “empire” be endangeved, and when, on the
other, misguided zeal would inculcate a demind of all veligious
liberty, and compel the Ilindoos into & nommal avowal of
hristionity. So far from recent events proving that we have
“interfared” too much with 1ehigious prejudices, your articlo
implies, I think, that we ought o have done fir more than we
have done for the inculeation of a purar 1eligious farth 3 that
ag & Chnistien end a ctvibised nation, we have but ill performed
the great and sacrad duties which we owe to the millwus of
Eastern subjects whom (xod has committed to our chaxge,

To somie such general expression of opmon as thig no can-
did man could withhold g assent. But in respect to the spe-
cific instances of neglect hrought forward mn your artrcle, and
more especially i respect to the work done hy the missionaries
of India, I think that your remarks ars caleulated 4o leave a
very unjust impression on the mings of your readers, while
your suggestions, if 1 understand them rightly, as to the mode
in which we should seek to regenerafe India, appear to me {0
be open to the gravest religious objectifing I will now proceed
to notice these two poinisin due order

b
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A great change has taken place during the last twenty
years in the mode of working Missions in India Defore that
time the missionaries, proceethny on thz prigeiple that con-
version was & mattor in which the heas £ was alone concerned,
adopted no measures to awaken or eultivate the minds of the
poor and ignorant classes whom they chiefly addressed Access
to the wealthy and prosperous was not easy, while the learned
Brahmins only bewildered their would be teachors with that
wonderful tissue of sophistay, mysticism, and straw splitting, on
which a Ilindoo Pundit so especially prides himsell, It 18 troe
the mssionaries of that tunc established at thewr 1espective
stations fiee scliooly for the children of the labouvers and arti-
sang, but the secular teachimg was wholly left to the indigenous
schoolmasters, and gave little more than the most elementary
kunowledge of writing, reading, and the arithmetic tables the
missionavies’ part being confined to the Bible-lessons These
Bible lessons were 1n lien of school-fees, but as the child was
always carefully warned by the pavent and piest against 1e-
membering these lessons, and as lie seldom. stayed in the school
beyond the age of five or six, much good could not have been done.
Yo the missionary looked chiefly to the possible though unseen
results of his preaching in the streets, bazaars, and fans, and
weary work it was If his discourse was not altogether stopped
by showers of mud and stones, it was interrupted at every sen-
tence by coarse abuss, irvelevant questions, or loud ridicule of
his inelegant grammar or bad pronunciation. Ilowaver, ocea-
gionally a ray of hope would encourage him, a heaier would
follow him {o his house for {wmither information, or ask for
coples of the Bible and Chwstian tracts. But too often this
turned out to he a mere ruge, with the molive of induecing the
simple-minded man {o recommend the disciple to the magistrate
or judge for a berth in lus office, and thal done, there was no
more interest shown in rehgious thangs I once met with a
missionary who had toiled on in this way through sickness and
privation for nearly fifteen years, distmibuting ihousands of
tracts aif¥l hundreds of Bibles, travelling and preaching, tench-
ing in hedge schools,~—a truly {aithful, laborious servant of God,
and he told me that he could not point to a_single conyergion
as.ihe resulé. of all he had enduved and suffered. There was,
however, one very important work accomplished in those doys,
viz the translation of the Scriptures mto the varwous lan-
guagoes of Ilindostan, aswell as the preparation of school-baoks
and elemcntm*{ seientific works in those langunages, We must

_ never forget what we owe 1o the Baptist missionaiies of Seram-
~ pore,—~Carey, Ward, and Marshman,——who devgted then lives to
thig great woirk, denying thomselves ]l but the bare neoessaries
of hfe that out of their” emall incomes they mght build and
maintain sehools and chapels They lived and died m exile]
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with none of the comforts and conveniences which in modern
days make a tropical hfe endurable, contemmed by the Euro-
pean “adventugers,” and regarded as so mischievous by British
governors that they were not allowed to put a fool beyond the
little Dansh colony of Serampore,

As to any actual tangible and immediate results, then, of
the system pursued in those days, there were hardly any—save
when some great famine or pestilence brought the starving
peasantry to the doors of the missionaries, offering to_be hap-
tised, they and their childven, for the sake of rehief; this lead.
ing, as once in Lower Bengal, to the establishment of entire
“Christian” villages, which are still extant. Bul in these cases
there wag so httle cultivation of the mind and character, and
gross animal habifs were so strong, that it is doubt{ul whetlier
there was any great gain, Still 1t was something to have the
children, although the missionaries in chaige of these wllages
speak very despondingly even of the present generation The
vices and degradation of countries cannot be rooted out 1 one
generation, and these “converts” belonged to a race of men
unusually poor hoth in mind and physique.

The experience of many years proved the necessily of
adopting a different course of action, and abont twenty years
ago the attention of the missionaries was called to the increas-
ing desire among the young men at all the large towns for
mstruction in the Fnglish language and the scicnces of the
West,—followed as this was by the rapid decay of superstition
This rvesult had been accomplished by the Government having
on the one hand established a large number of very efliciont
schools, and having on the other hand promised employment
and advancement in the pubhe service.to all distinguished stu-
dents of good character. Dy Duff, a missionary of the Chureh
of Scotland in Culeuttn, saw that the true field for succossful
work lay among this class. He accordingly went among the
young llindoo students, invited them teo attend lecturves on
Chiistianity, to propose questions or objections, and to main-
tain free and public discussion under his gudance.® ITe was
eminently ﬁtteg for such a task by unusual 1o0adiness, ekien
sive knowledge, and 1eal eloquence, and his influence wag
grenbly felt  “Young Bengal” entered upon a new era. dis-
cussion societies were formed, newspapers and periodicnls sot
on fool; polytheism, Coolie mariiages, widow-celibacy, and
cogte, were condemned as ahominations; and a taste for Eng-
hish Hterature became the fashion. Last of all, Dr. Dufl’ csta-
bhished a great high school and collage for a thousand students,
in which a complete course of instrwction, from the rudimenis
of English and Bengali to ‘conic secteons, Milton, and Ssnscrit,
was offared free of all charge, but on the express conditicn that
évery student should, for a cortain number of hogirs, avej'y dny,
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attend a course of instruction in Bible history, Chrishian evi-
dences, and theology The institution was filled at once, for
schooling fees were required m the (Fovernment collepes, and
those who could not afford to pay them took the risk of con-
version without much fear of falling into any such danger
Other missionary socictics followed that of the Scoteh Clhiurel ;
and there are now upwards of five thoucand students at mis-
gionary institutions in Calcutta and the immediate neighbour
hood  The msible result is not large, for the number of stuo-
dents annually baptised is probably nol more than ten on the
aveigLe, Lut this 1s not tlie ﬂIﬂy lt:f:lllt A kuu wluﬂ;;u (}f
Christ’s gloiious life and teachings, the onderful denlings of
God with man during the Jewish period, are conveyed to thou
gands in a greater or less degree; and the impressions left by
that teaching must contribute to the gradual diffusion of higher
principles of conduct, better feelings, and ultimately to the
public avowal of the Christian name, though not perhaps m
the present generation. IIundreds must he better and happier
men for such knowledge, although they have not the moral
coutage to undergo the sacrifices involved in a declmation of
Chrigtian behef At present the social stigma attaching to the
name of Chrigtian is so great, that the weak and pliant ITindoo
cannot geneially find the requisite gtrength for the excommu-
nication which baptism involves ¢ may call hunself any
thing else a Vedanviss, a Deist, or an Asheist; and so long ag
he conforms to some of the principal ceremonial observances,
he is nol persecuted, The neighbours still have theit proces
siong and music, the women their sweetmeats, and the priest
his offerings, so no one suffers and, tharefore, it 15 o matter
of no consequence what he believes. But dwrectly Chustianity
is embiaced, and gaste is lost, theie is an end of these things.
Besides, Chustinmity is hated for other veasons than these.

v hated by hypocritical Vedantists and shallow sceptics quite ag
bitterly as by the old Ilindoo worshipers of Vishnu and Siva,
—Dbegcausa 1t rebukes their immorahty, selfishness, falschood,
and cowardice,~—hated becnuse it does not fatter their intense
arrogance and conceit,—because it tells them that a conscious
ness of their sinfulness and moral degradation is theé fist step
in the true path. * * ¥ *

From the moment that a Ilindoo is publely baptised, he
becomes an outenst from his father's home, is scoffed at by
friends and relatives, or abused svith foul words, debared {rom
ever crossing the threshold of his home, of seeing hig mother
and sisters again, That iy spite of such persecution, the mis-
sionaries are able, year after year, to induze a small number of
young ITindoos, with all their {imidity and thew strong attaghs
ment t¢ home and famildy, to make thig sacrifige, is o striking
proof of the strength of their convictions, and of their having
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an intelligent living faith  This 1s a result of which the mis
sionary bodies in Ingland and America may well be proud ;
and they feel it~ for year after year are greator oexertions
made, 1immense funds are subsciibed, and men of first rate
ability and scholarship are sent out by the Established Chwch
of Scotland, the Fice Church, the London Missionary Society,
the Church Missionary Soeety, and the Soeciety for the Iropa-
gation of the Gospel. There are no abler or more faithful men
any where than ]51' Duff, Dr. Mackay, Dr Kay, the Itev. Tho-
mag Smith, the Rev. J. Mullens, the Rev James Long, and the
Rev, C, Bomwetch

I ought not, however, to omt stating that in the Upper
Provinces, wheie the progress in Lnglish education has not
been so great as m Lower Bengal, the nussionaries have Dbeon
establishing schools of a very superior deseription, where the
ingtiuction ig given entirely through the medium of the veina-
cular, and noimal schools for native Christian teachois, who go
through a complete couise of instruction in the sciences, San-
soiit, and theology. The magnitude of such a task may be
conceived when I say, that in these schools not a word of
Iinglish 18 used, and that text books have had to be composed
for the purpose, in which the ideas of Butler, Paley, Arnott,
Somerville, and De Moigan, are rendered by teams derived

from the Sansert

¥ ¥ % Tn Bangal the Roman Church does little or no
thing towards the conversion of the natives. I have never seen
or heard of a Catholic missionary in that part of India. The
pests (Portuguese, Italian, and Irish) perform the mass for
their small congregations, and do but litile, if any thing, clse.
The bulk of thewr congregations consists of Portugnrese half-
castes; and I have never seen so ignorant and debased a popu-
lation calling itself Christinn Thelr language is a {'umhle of
Portuguese and Bengali, while thewr habits, food, and mahners
diffex very little from those of the low Mohammedan population,
The following anecdote will illustiate their mental and moinl
condition A Portuguese half-caste, residing at a station whero
a praest had been for some years in charge of a Catholic cone
gregation, came dwing the temporary absence of the latter to
the Protestant chaplam and expressed hig wish to have his
children haptised. The chaplain, knowing that the man wag
leading a life of open immorality, questioned him as to hus mo
tives in making this request ;»when he replied, “ O, of course
they must be baptised, or they will lose ther caste,” I was ro-
siding at the station where this congersation took place, * ¥

[
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TIIE ALLEGED EXCLUSION O TIIE BIBLE FROM
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS IN INDIA.

[Tur following letter was addiessed to the Rev. J. Seott Por-
ter, of Belfast, in 1eply to an inquiry as io the truth of the
assertion that, while the reading of the Koran and the Shastors
was permitted in the Government schools in India, the Bible
was rigorously excluded. The reply was published m the
Novihern Vi |

It should be rememberced that the position of the Govern-
ment schools in India is very similar, in respect to this ques-
tion, to that of the National schools in Deland, When the
Indian Administration first entered on the work of education,
some thirty years ago, there was no desire for instiuction of
any sort among our Indian subjects,—much less for inshruction
in the Iinglish language and the sciences of the West, It was
only by degrees that the people became aware of the gieat ad-
vantages which would accrue from proficicney in these things,
—such as honourable and lucrative employment, and the acqu
sition. of wealth and social position. Moreover, the geneial
belief in Ilindooism had not thon given way, as it has since
Idolatry prevatled in full foicec among all classes; and any
attempt to teach Christianity in the public schools would have
been regarded with anger and disgust The Indian Govern-
ment, therelore, had to choose, as the utish Governmont have
had 1o choose 1n Iveland, whether they would afford a purely
secular education to the people, or none at all

It may be objected to this view of the matter, that the suc
ceas of the missionary schools in India proves that the appie-
hension was misplaced. I reply, in the frst place, that at that
time (Lhirty yoars upgo) missionary schools would not have suc-
ceeded ag they do now, becwuso the Government teachers of
Goldsmith, Cowper, ‘Wddison, Newton, Somerville, and Black,
had not then cleared the wuy for direct religious instruction,
by sapping the foundations of ITindoosm, in a practical demons
stration of the falsshood of 1ts chronology and goography, and
of the supenior morality and nobleness of Christian essnyists
and poets.

In the second pl&ue,f I would point out that even now, with
all the progiess that has been made in destroying supestition
and polytheism, the only natives who send their children fo
missionary schools are thoge who cannot afford to pay school-
fecs, No maen who i8 tolgrably well off will send bis child to
2 missionary school, and Lhave scores of times been applied
to by the sons of poor m8n for o small allowange to save them
from the hardship of attending tlng;.i'missicgam%@ggg}; pad 0
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enable them to go to the Government institutions instead: ]
need hardly say that I always refused As to the asgertion
mads, in the Inguwer and elsewhere, that “the Hindoos read
the Bible in their own schools,” I can only say that, during the
two years I occupied the post of Inspector-Genernl of Schools
for South Beng&F (contaming a population of about ten mil-
lions), no such cnse ever came under my notice, and I believe
the statement to De utterly untrue i regard to the genersi
mactice of the [lindoos It is possible that the DBible may
have been read m one or two Ilindoo schools, but certanly not
11 TLYe

Let it be remembered too, that even to this day, and with-
out any direct religious teaching, our Government schools have
been too Christian for the Mahometans of India, who, with 1a10
exceptions, have gtood aloof from them Rather than learh
science and philosophy from Christian writers, they have al-
lowed the Ilindoos to monopolise all the places of power and
trust wlnch they once held under Government, and which axe
now given as rewards to distinguished scholais in the Govern-
ment colleges.

tven supposing these special difficulties had not existed,
there would have been that great difficully which has attended
the question at home, and which hag embarragsad the wisest
men of all parties, viz. if religlon be taught, who is to teach i,
and Low ? No possible solution could have beea arrived at by
the Government there, any move than at home, which would
not have called forth vielent opposition from all religious bodies
among our countrymen except, perhaps, from tho one hody
whose views were more or less favoured. ’

Such being the facts of the case, will any temperate and
eandid man say that there was any other course open to the
Indian Government than that of providing the best moinl und
intellectual instruction in its power, placing before the pupils
of their schoodls the best works of the Eest ethical and scieniafic
writers of our Christian country, and so preparing the way for
the direct religious teaching of the missionaties, and affording
them this great boon without sueh conditions as would have
insured its rejection ?

In the above remarks, I have taken iv for granted that, by
the alleged “exclusion of the Bible from Governmont schools,”
it is meant that the Bible 1s not made a class-book, and that
divect Christian teaching is ot imparted The words igken
litevally would not convey the truth; for, by a distinet 1eselu-
tion of Goveanment, passed some yaars ago, it was ordored, that
a copy of the Bille should be plaged in evory school and col-
lege libyary, anl I may remark,an explanation, that overy
Government institution has a lendifig-ibimy attached to it,
for the use of the teachors and pupils. The works of many of
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our principal rcligious writers may bo found in most of these
libraries.

The assertion would be still more untrue if it were meant
to convey the impression that the Bible was excluded from all
Educational Institutions having any connection with Govern-
ment In the preceding remarks I have spoken of schools and
colleges supported wholly by Government, and conducted by
Government servants. DBut it must not be forgetten that, thres
years ago, the grant-in-aid sysiem was introduced throughout
India, and that, consequently, the Government now supports
with liberal aid all missionary schools which me willing to ae-
cept it, thaugh direct religious instruction and Bible reading
ig the most prominent featme 1 the course.

It is also a mistake to agsert that, whilo the Bible is ox-
cluded from the Government schools, the Koran and Shastors
are read there, for no dirvect religious instruction whatever is
given in those insiitutions, any more than at University Col-
lege, London, or the Queen’s colleges 1 Treland But, as spme
small portion of the time of tho students is occupied in giving
them o thorough knowledge of their own langunage, 1t 15 neces-
sary that they should read, translate, and parse native works,
and this occasionally necessitates the usz, as a meie lesson in
%Jmigzmgﬂ, of books more or less connected with their religions

elief.

IIaving thus yeplied to thke special question contaaned in
your note, let me take the opportunity of saying a few words
on the general guestion of the interference of Government in
the work of chrigtianising India I cannot understand how it
18 that men, who in England are such warm advocates of the
Voluntary prnciple, who see se much to deprecate in State-reli-
gion, should advocate o line of policy in India which is directl
opposed to that which they desire to sge followed in England,
Why can they not trust the causce of Christian teaching to the
offorts of the missionaries, and the gradual progress of religious
truth to the voluntary offorts of religons wen of all plasses
India and at home? Ilowas it that those who see no disiespact
o religion in tho creation of institutions like that of University
College, London, shotild he so angry when tho same principla
is adopted with [lar greater cause in Calcutte and Madras?
ITow 1s it that Nonconformists in England, who see so clearly
the evils of a State-Chireh int the worldly, solfish, and merce-
nary motives which it brings thto spheres of thought and ac-
tion where all should be pure and spivitual—in 1ty destruction
of fice thought, moral cowrage, and conscientivusness—in ifs
obstrustion to the progress of theology and religious faith—
should call upon the Goysrnment in Indwn to tempt the Ilin-
doog to Iying professions of belief, in the desire of obtainming .
the favour of their rules and employers——in the passion fc©
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place and power, which is so marked a characleristic of the
indoo people? At present, we can trust in the public avowal
of Christian belief by a Hindoo, because thai act involves
severe sacrifice TIhs first step is the most difficult, the most
olorious,~the most essential test of his sincerity. Ile has really
“1o take up his cross,” xn proof of his desire to follow Chrigt
At present a convert suffers much and geins nothing, As a
gencral rule, he is in a worse position in respect to worldly
comforts and emoluments than any other young Bengalces of
good education ; for they are sure of advancement if clover and
well condueted, The convert, instead of becoming a merchant’s
clerk, or an assistant in a Government oflico or law-court, takes
the humbler and less 1omunerative position of a catechist ox
preacher; for thesmissionaries are seldom willing 1o trust these
young men to the dangers and temptations of the world, away
from mission influance, while, on the other hand, they must
keep In view the great object of strengthening the body of nafwve
misgionaries, to whom alone we must look for any great exten-
gion of Chiistian teaching among the millions of Ilindostan. °

Now, what would be the effect 1f Indian Governments and
officials were to hold out femptations to a hp-profession of
Christianity 7 Why, the present test of sincerity, so good for
the convert, and so great a source of confidence to the mission-
ary, would be lost for ever, and the sacred cause would be per-
verbed tu all manner of base and meicenary purposes. Yet;
beeanse we will not do this, we are held up, at public meetings,
in pulpits, and on platforms, in secular and religious nowspa-
pers, as traitors to our own religion, who patromse Vishnu and
Brahma, but deny Christ! Thele may have been truth in such
an accusation a quarter of a century ago, but the assertion now
ig a cruel and ungenerous falsechood, The officers of the army
and the Civil Service show their attachment to their religion by
large subsciiptions to mission schools and churches—Dby their
very regular attendance at public worship even occasionally by
attending missionaty meetings—and by their exemplary lives
and generally high moral conduet.

The Government shows its attachment io Christianity by
the stoppage of all public works on the Sabbath, by making
the evidences of Christianity one of the subjects which may he
taken up for a degree in the University , the obligation of pass-
ing in Jowish history for the same degree, the discontinuance
of any tribute to the Temple &f Juggernath, the Act for the
protection of converts from the logs of ancestral propetly re-
quired by the Ilndoo law, the Actrohibiting the EEL%G of Im-
moral books and pictures; the abregation of Suttee, infanti-
aids, self-immolation, and other such practices, arising out of
the native suparstitions. Yet, with these facts, the English
%Eﬂﬁﬂ and pulpit concur with the Jmgudrer in agserting that

i‘:-..ﬁ'-ﬂ. 8
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the Indian Government “ has not done justice to its own faith”
—has “ connected 1tself with demoralising practices”~—has done
nothing to civilise the people of India !

Such is the reward which public men in India, toilng on
from year to year, for ten or iwelve hours a day, without re
mission from labour of any kind—in exile from the comforts,
security, and Dblessings of home—but labouring faithifully for
the regeneration of India, in the carnest deswre to fulﬁ{ the
great trust delivered to thom ; such is the reward which they
recorve at the hands of their countrymen at homo,

Yiondon, Oetober 19, 1857,

THE ANNLXATION OF OUDEL, AND ITS RELATION TO
THE MUTINY,

belng a Review of # The Rebellion in Indin - Ho v to prevent another,
By John DBruce Notton, Richaidson DBrothery "

[Published in the Leonomist of November 7, 1857 ]

Mn. Nonrow 1s & barrister at Madras, as well known for his
ability as for his active antagonism 1o the Indian Administra.-
tion  IIik ostensible renson for publishing the shove work is,
that the “ Gaggmg Act, as he calls it, provents any comment
in Indin on the events now occwring there, This 15 o 1ather
unfortunate remark for a writer to begin with, who proceeds 1o
assare his readers, “{that no single statement which I have ever
yel, put forward has beon shown to he untrue, or even incor
rect ;” for we defy any man {o show us any newspaper 11 Bng
land which comments more {recly upon the proceedings of the

Government than the Indian press has continued to do singe

tho passing of the Acl alluded to. All that the Indian Govern-

spreading sedition or dhscontent, and of wenkéning the confid-
ence of the native community in the strength of the Government,
That it had no further intention, and that the press was left
[ree 1o make commenis upon the Government, however unjust
or however severe, 80 long as it did not actually endanger the
public safety,—will be sulliciently evident to any body who will
take the trouble to read the Indian newspapers DBut when
native newspapers published pioclamations from the Kmg of
Delhi, and when Xnglish newspapers informed their naiive
renders that the Government had no strength, no resources, no
cloim to respect ox confidence, and when all this time the
preservation of the euipir® hung upon a thread—which thread
wag the confidence of the fative community in English vigouy.,
it was surely {ime to give the Iixccufive Government the
power of restraining such a dengérous abuse of iberty 4 The

thent did was to-prevent the press from being madé o moeans of #

§
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gwearing in for gencral servico all 1ecrnits  All this hag been burning
into thehr souls, and the annexation of Oude has brought things to
o climax’ ¢What has Qude to do with 6% I oxclatmed: ¢when I
was with my own regiments, the men appeared to like the idea)
‘Thue, sahib,' was the 1eply, ‘thoy liked it at fust, for they thought
you pald them to conquel, keep, and tax other countries , but that you
would not exact tax to any amount fiom the country where they eameo
fiom, from their famibes but they found the differoneo ; that instead
of being better, they axe woise off than befiro, that they, the lovdly
Dinhming and Ragpoots, cannot lovd it as they oxpected , that theiv
Bhaces [brethien] in the Nawabee song couldn’s dumia [lord it ovet]
the Nawab, and live fice as they did before; i shoyt, that thoy like
not the fraternity and equality of our law in Oude.’ ’

Such evidence ag this is surely not worth much; and we
have on the other side facts like that reported by a recent mail,
to the effect that Mr. Commissioner Greathed having been spe-
ciatly directed to examine all mutufeers arrested in his division
a9 to the motives which had actuated them, one and all per-
sisted 1n attiibuting their conduct solely to the apprehension
of losing ecaste It 1s not true that the Sepoys have since been
using the very caatiidges which gave rise to this frightful epi-
demic, while the utter abgence of any “ method in their mad-
ness,”—the irregular, fitful way in which the disease has mani-
fosted itself, the sudden changes of feshing which have passed
over men who had withstood temptation for months,~the whole
history of the mutiny in fact,—show that, ag regards the mass
of the army, there could have been no organised pro arranged
plan no conspiracy whatever. TPartisans who have a “cage”
to prove, and pedants who have a pet theory to substantiote,
object to this view »f the matter, but it is the only one war-
ranted by the facts s they appear to unprejudiced men. The
admirable letters of * Indophilus,” 1n the T%mes of the 22d and
23d Octoper, on this subject, are well worth perusal. Theroe ig
far too great a disposttion among all parties to ignore every
fact connected with the mutiny that does not favour their own
theories and prejudices < Mr. Disrach’s party ignorves all ovi-
denge that points to any conclusion other than that of the
mutiny being canasd hy the “unvighteous iust of trwvitnry_”
[he friend of missions will have it that the mutiny has been
saused by too great a vegard for “idolatrous customs.™ Tha
Indian of the old school 15 swme that the colleges, missionaries,
wmd the legalisation of widow marriages, have caused all the
mischief. It would be a wiser and more candid course to wait
intil furthér events, and the complete investhigation which tvill
folloyr when the present conflict is over, shall show more clegnly
what ave the various causes which haye in various degrecs)in~
@peuced the sevaral clasges who have originatod or taken plart
0 this mutiny, This may be very tivesome to hot and im{pa~
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tient politicians, but it will save many frcm the humiliation of
being “ Hangarded” with unpleasant reminisceneces of articles
and speeches which lime will in the end perhaps prove to be ag
absurd as they werc smart
No wonder that so clear headed a man ne Mr. Norion should
every now and then be smitten with a sense of facts being
acainst him , for, in spite of his condemnation of the Indian
olice, eivihian judges, and revenue meddling, he is obhged to
admit that “the great bulk of the people ~ihe ryols and culti
vators of the asml—ara hettor olf mmndear onr Governmoent +han
under any of i1t~ predecessors Qur policy is all in their {avoun
We have released them, at least in the Presidency of Madras,
Arom the thraldom of their lords, who governed them ruthlessly;
we have done much to levelsthe distinctions of caste, and to
raise the pariah to a higher social platform, We have strven
. to educate the lowest, rather than to keep knowledge locked up
exclusively in the breasts of the fortunate few.” And again:
“ Tt is not possible to conceive a greater calamity to the people
of India than the present dissolution of the bonds between
them and us Pen cannot describe, heart cannot conceive, the
misery in storve for the natives of Indin, if every European were
massacred to morrow, and they handed over to their own de-
vices Internccine war, anarchy such as the world has not
witnessed, would follow our destruction™
Exactly so; and this is the reason ihat, although, as Load
Metcalfe says, “the domination of strangers—in every respect
strangers,—in country, in colour, ipn~diess, in manners, in
habits, 1 religion must be odwous,’” they still {eel that, on the
whole, there 1s substantial justice, such as never was known
under native rulers—one law for 1ich and poor—infinitely
greater security of person and properly, and the desire to
govern rightly, notwithstanding occasional blunders arsing
from the fact of our being foreigners and aliens, Although,
ag we have said, theio is no evidence to show that “the po-
licy of aggression, spohafion, and confiscatin which charac-
terised Iis (Lord Dalhousie’s) adminstration” has “loosened
our hold upon the respect of the nalives,” and * shaken their
belief 11 our good fanh and honesty of sntention,” 1v may b
worth while to take this opportunity of considering how fax
Mr, Norton has succeeded in showing that {here has heen any
such policy, and that we have done any thing to justify such
loss of confidence in owr good faith. Wo have not space to
enter into the ciroumstances connecied with the history of all
the Native States “confistated” by Lord Dalhond®s, hut will
select the one which My, IMsraeh would consider to ba the most
{lagrant instance of thisg®jurous policy, viz Oude. |
The posilion taken by Mr. Norvton is, that we claimed &
right which had no existence, of *interforing in the adminis~ »

Lo
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tiation of an ally’s country,” and of “making its Government
square with what we considered it should be;"—that by a
treaty of 1837 wo were bound, in the ovent of misgovernment,
to take only temporary charge of the kingdom j—ihat the evi.
dence contained in the Blue-book as to its misgovernment is
“suspicions” and “cooked ,”—and that a catalogue of crume
gimilar to that contaimed in Gencial OQutram’s i1eport “might
casily be prepared 1n many of our own districts.” Now what
ave the rcal facts so stiangely and perversely ignored by this
and other writeis,—presuming, as they do, upon the want of
information possessed by thew countrymen in all matiers relat-
ing to India?

“ The present dynasty of Qude,” as Mr J P Grant says in
his admirable Minute, “are not, and never have been, inde
pendent sovereigns, but were made sovereigns for the first
time even in name hy ourselves.” They were mere “soobah-
dars,” or viceroys, of the Great Mogul at Delhi, and never dis-
puted his right to remove them at pleasure The Biitish Go-
veinment suceeeded to the position and mghts of the Mogul,
both generally and specially, in relation to the Soobahdams of
Oude. So far back as 1779, Warren Ilasiings complained to
the vizier (for the title of King had not then been assumed)
of the “disorders of the state,” and his “detestable choico of
ministers” Lord Corpwallis, after residing at Lucknow, ob-
se1ved severely upon the “ continued depravity of the adminis-
tration and desolated appearance of the country,” stating that
the “revenue was collected by force of arms, the amils were
left to plunder uncontrolled, and the ryots deprived of all secu-
rity from oppiession In Lord Mornington’s time, the vizier,
finding he could not enrry on the Government, proposed to
abdicate,~~which Lord Mornington stiongly advised him.to do,
and to vest the administration in the Iast India Company,
“ observing the wweterate abuses which perverted the adminis-
tration of justice, and destioyed e foundations of public pros-
perity.” The vizier altered his mind, hut he was compelled
to enter into the treaty of 1801, by which he ongngegl “to
edlablish such a system of administration as should be con-
ducive to the prospamty of his auhjects, and to act in rcon.
formity to the counsels of the officers of the Fast India Com-
pany.” On our part we undertook to proiect the vizier, and
support him by our arms against all foreign and domesiic
enemes. This we have done fawhfully, preserving the ruler
by our trogps from the treachery of kindred, mutiny, and
rehelhon , Wut how has the viziertobseived his part of the
treaty ¥ Why, every successive vesident at the court of Luck-

chow, and every successive Grovernoifieneral, has had to de-

%*p;?qﬂ, in the ptrongest texms that language could convey, the

ﬁambla migrule and oppression exercised ‘over the unfortunate
!
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people of OQude,—the basest prostitution of justice, universal
anarchy, and misery., Lord Wellesley, Lord Mornington, and
Tord Williamm Bentinck, all i1ecommended that the British
(Government should assume exclusive authority in Oude, as the
anly remedy for the grevous sufferings of the people. Let
us make a fow selections at random from the correspondence
of the last fifty years In 1801, Lord Woellesley speaks of Oude
as “one of the most fertile regions of the globe, now reduced
to a condition of the most afllicting misery and desolation ™
A. few yearg after, the resident states that the landholders
wore oxposed to the sysiematic extortions ol the contractors 1o
whom the Nawal farmed tho assessments, and whom he autho-
rised to levy their demands by the most violent and oppressive
means. From 1815 to 1822 ¢ the Bmiish tioops were con-
stantly employed against refractory, Zemindars, and more than
seventy of thewr forts were dismantled ;” while “gangs of armed
robbers, on one occasion 400 in number, made {requent and
desperate inroads into British texxitory.”

At last, in 1847, Lord ITardinge gave the King of Oude
(for the vizier had assumed the fille of King) two years to
establish law and order, telling him that, if at the end of that
time the stipulations of the tieaty were not observed, the ad-
minstration of the country would be taken from him At the
end of that time, the resident, Geneial Sleeman, well known
as a great friend to Native States, reported that * things were
1o better;” “the only persons, save the females, who now see
snd speak to the king are the minister, the simgeis, and the
eunuchs ,” “there are 246 forls having 470 cannons held by
the landholders,” *the Lowns, villages, and hamliets are com-
monly deserled and in yung,? * of judicial courts there ate
none, save alb the capital,” the police “sell their reporls us
monks sold their indulgences.,” “I have before moe & case in
which the wives and children of the landholders and eultiva-
tors of whole towns and villages were driven lately off in hun-
dreds, like flocks of sheep, and sold into slavery.,” In 1804,
General Qutram was appointed vesident and o: ({EI*GEI to send
in o special report upon the state of Qude. Ile, too, 18 known
to have ever advocated the maintenance of the remaining
Native States, but was obliged to ragurt oven o worse state of
things than we have depicted, and declaxed that thers was no
yemedy bul that of assuming the adminictraiion.

The following is an extidet from a ivate letter from
Lucknow, writben before the annexation of Oude, and pub-
lished in the Uuloutie Rewiew -

“ Qude has boon subjecsed to the most fearful ovil wlich we ho-
{ liove con visib o communifyy-—the ovil of p Government which unites

profligney to idwotéy, Slowly, and almost without obgevation, its
propoxby has possed away., Ity revenue bas déelined fiom four mil. ,
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lions sterlmg to seventy lacs of 1upees, Iis population has nob only
been decimated, bubreduced one-half, Twvory land of oider has dis-
appeated. The police has ceased to exist. 'The revenue is farmed o
eighteen Chucklidars, who obtain thew appointments solely fiom bribery
of the low favourttes of the cowmt Tho money which they pay-in
i anticipated years before 1t is due, and is reduced one half by the
numer ous hands through which @ posses  Thoe usnal eourse of piro-
cedwra 1g something after this fagshion, The Chuckiidar, wath a strong
body of troops, selacts o fow villages, or a1ich Zemwndmy, for Ing fiist
demand Tt 1 for the vegulat revenue plus & Solatium. Doth ave
paid with considerable 1eadiness if the village las not been recently
harried, or stovmed, or visited by the king, or by any other pestilence,
The taxation of Qude i8 not by itself very oppressive, and as for the
Solatiwm, that is regarded as a matter of conrse, a mers exproession of
regpect for a superior  This once secured, the Chuckhdar males # new
demand. e shill, howaver, usually covers 1t wath some pretexs, IHis
troops are in revolf, and he mugt pay them ab once; or his commis-
gariat is out of oider, or there is a manufactmed balance of aricers;
or, in short, the lambs father abused the wolf The wilagers, or Ze-
mindars, anticipating something of the kind, are not quite unmepared:
with tears and menaces and impmecations, and gometimes with a show
of hghting, they still pay, then the Chuckhdar comes out without dis-
gmse. ~He seizes all thy women he can lay hands on, and demands a
rangom under the thieat of insults to them, which {0 an ouncntal are
worse than death. Sometimes the terrible threat extorts the remainder
of tha victims’ homd  Sometimeq, partienlarly nmong the Hindang, the
threat fills them with. despair, the unfortunates tuin %ﬂ bay, and, sword
in hand, eut their way through to the Company's tenitory, Some-
times, too, they defeat the Chucklidar, and take to the mountains,

.- More fiequently the willage ig assaulted, all the propeity harrred, and

" thie women sunendered to the lust of the soldimy The sconc is
16peated again and agnin; and the Chuckhdar frequently emerges
from n distriet winch be bas turned into a desevt with sacked cities
# % % Qcensionnlly, as in the mstance of Naupurah, a whols coun-
try is laid waste; but it matters nothing at Lucknow. The king's
favomites have money, and the king has, to use Cailyle’s expression,
‘unspeakable peace within doozs.’ Woe to the Chucklidar, however,
if he presumes to 1etain too muceh of hus wealth, Tho courtiers are
then awake to bumanity ; complaints are listoned to; ho is ordered to
disgorge; tied by the heels to a high roof,, covered «with ofl, and placed
in the sun; thrown among hotnets; buint witl hot wwons' on the win
pits and the thighs The sponge is quekly squeczed, and king and
com tiers quickly get diunk out of the proceeds, % * %

Ag we r0de homewads, T noticed two scenes I shall not readily
forget, The one was tle blackened shell of a house, where o Hindoo, Yy,
his wife, and two chddien were, fwelve months sgo, burné alivae,f
beoause the man was unable to comply with the demand of & favowite

- eunuch for fifty rupees. The king at fivetevesolutely refused 1o prmsh
sthe author of this deed; and when sevengly pressed, placed lim for
ree days in open avpasb.  The second sight was o young woman,

o oYidently beautiful in form, walkimg along,—a man with a pistol on
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half ecock hebind her, ¢ Who is this,” quoth I, ¢ and what is the pistol
for? *‘Piobably she ig gomng to some noble, and does nob like 1t; the
pistol will kill her if she flieg* -

¢ Do these scones never end 1 bloodshed ¢ said I, ¢ It 13 the lasl
day of the Mohmimmn,’ gald he, ¢ The Molnium costs aboul six hun-
died lives o year in Lucknow,’

“Why is not mdigo grown ¥ said I ¢Wcll, it hing been tued; two
Bnglishmen fried it; onec was murdered, the other had fo fly: there
is no seeurity for bfe and property here 'Theve are upwmc%; of one
hundred houses in Lucknow, all taxed and re sistercd, mhabited not by
women but by men, Was Gomorrhawoise? dSuchis Ife in Tucknow.”

Still Loxd Dalhousic was anxious to cscape from the storm
of misiepresentation which he knew wounld follow the adoption
of this annexation measure, but joffered to cany it out hefore
he left India, if the British Government desirved it As to right,
then, there was no doubt. The ruleis of Qude have, in gpita
of warning after warning, for more than fifty years, successively
and systematically violated their engagements; they were not
independent sovereigns either by precedent or treaty, and
were removable at our pleasure: the {reaty of 1801 having
been violated, we had a 1ight either to form new engagements
with the king, or to assume the administration of hig territe-
vies Was 1t not our dugy, as the paramount power, respon-
gible for the well being of the people of this depeudent torri-
tory, to save them from such unparalleled oppression? Waa
we to think only of one man, and sacrifice millions ?

The ouly technical difficulty in the way was the fact that
Lord Auckland had drafted g treaty m 1837, which had been
gigned by the king of Oudoe, and by which it was provided that,
in the event of the state of things not improving, the British Go-
vernmentt should assumo the administralion for a fume. The
treaty was ot once disallowed in England, hut the {act was not
-communicaled to the king, Subsoquently to this, howaever, Loxd
MHMardinge gave the king duc warming of the consoquences of
his taking no siep to improve tho country, and 1t eannotl there-
fore be said, that the ormssion i question adlscted his mterosts
in any way.

Instead of re%g&ting these chages of “rapacity” made by
writers like My Norton, we think it would be wiser to racog-
nise the fact that theis is some overrcling prmeiple or law ab
work, which is beyond our control in reforence o these Fastern
nations No eandid man can fead the history of India without
faihng to obsorve that the great and striking featwe of that
higlory is, that while for more than half a century every suc-
cosgive CGrovernor-Goncigl hpg. proceeded to Indin . with .tha
most sincare aud publicly-declared resolution of preventing any
extonsion of qux territdry,—wlile the last Indin Company afid-
the Parliamont have vied in urging upon their oufenants the:
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observance of thig resolution,~yel in spile of themselves—in
spite of the Court of Directors and of Parliament the terri-
tory has gone on increasing, whethoer the Government were in
the hands of an Auckland, an Ellenborough, or & Dalhousie,

We must acquiesce in the fact, and, recognising thercin the
operations of more than human power, perform the work which
s g0 mantfestly assigned to us, without looking hack to the
past with useless regrets and unfounded complaints.

INDIAN PROSPILCTS.
[Tiom ti ¢ Bleonomist of dugust 8, 1867 )

"

Ir any thing is clear in the history of the late mutiny, it 19 that
the present state of things was not foreseen by any living Dbeing,
and least of all by the actors themselves The evenis of ecach
day have produced those of the next, and appear to have been
more or less ag follows, It having been found some years apo
that the Brahmin Sepoys objected to serve beyond the confines
of Hindostan from fear of being obliged fo eat forbidden kinds
of food, o “ general seryige” order was passed, under which all
new recruits were enlisted on the understanding that they
would serve wherever required The innovation, however, was
locked upon with extreme suspicion by the older men, who
feared that with incieased demands for fgreign service, the 1ule
might be made retrospective, and apphied to them This fear
has steadily increasel and become more lively than ever, as
frosh domands for “general seivice” troops were occasioned by
the extension of our tervitory in Burmal, and then again last
year by the Persian and Chinese wars Precisely at* this mo-
ment arose the rumcurs of an intention on the part of the
British Governmentgio convert the people of India to Chris-
tianity by force. A'thousand stores flew hike wildfire through
every cantonment and hazaar, and the new susprcious looking
cartridges were appoaled to as positive proof of thew truth,
H matters ittle by whom this idea was fostered, by seditious
Praztorinns jealous of their privileges, or by the emissaries of a
dethroned king,—the panic giew from day to day, until every
man in the army firmly believed that his faith and salvation
were in peril,—that the honour of the gods was at stake. Tho
memory of honours grined undédr the %ritish flag, tho attach-
ments to individual officers with whom they had scived in
Oabul and T'erozepore, the habits of o Iifetame,—were forgotten
in an instant in the presence of so great a danger, and the
\Bengal army was gone for ever P

" MhBe events could not but lead t0 another and equally
gorious develonment. When the ITindoo Sennve firat manifeated
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uneasiness aboul the cartridges, they were only laughed at
by their Mussulman comrades, But the events at Meernt and
Delhi at once evoked the old fanatic spirit of Islam, whicl
never sleeps, but ever waits for a fresh “baptism of the sword.”
Tlindoolam 18 toleration itself compared to the higotry of Mo-
hammedanism, Qur rule has little weakened the hatred of 1he
infidel felt DLy every true believer; and every insurrectionary
movement that has taken place in India for the last quarter of
a century hag had its origin in this feeling, The Patna con

spiracy, the religious war in Oude, the IFerazee riots in Kast
Bengal, the Moplalt massucres 1 Bonibey,—are all instances in
point  Fortunately, however, the Mohammedan portion of the
population beats & very small proportion fo the llindeo  One
danger, nevertheless, that we have in some degree to appro

hend at the present moment 1s a religious war, & war 1n which
every trme Mohammedan and some Ilindoos may think it their
sacred duty to take part at any sacrifice, and irespechively of
all political motives, There are, however, other dangers Many
motives besides those of & religious kind must have heen called
into play by the present crisis. Other cbjects must have sug-
pested themselves as easy of attainment, bosides the triump%,
of the truc faith. We have said that Mr. Disraeli was utterly
wrong in treating this as a national rebellion instead of a mili-
tary rovolt We liave sard, and we canuot too strongly repeat
our conviction, that the smass of the population are with ug,
Yot, however much the cultivator apd the merchant ey value
the security and peaco which our rule has given them, there
are, no doubi, some dangerous classes by whom secmify and
peace are rogalded as a nuisance rather than a blesging, Our
monotonous and rigid system of govenment 18 delested by
illiteralo and active chicly, thusting hike savages for physical
cxcitement, and by such men as the debauched King of Qude,
anxious for pleasures which evon the wealth we leave them
cannot buy—Ifor the enjoyment of power, and the rght of
abusing it. 1t 1s one of tho Dest signg of owr influence in
{ndia, thai the native chiefs 1omain 8o long . awe of owur
power, and (aithful to their pledges of alliance  But the intey-
est thoy lake in the prosent crisis is not likely to be diminishod
when, like the chiel of Gwalior, thay find thow armed contin-
gents demanding 1o be led to Delhi. And it musl, no doubt,
e contemplated as not impossible, that any considerable delay
in crughing the muliecrs may encourage not only Seindia and
Holkar, the Mahratias, bub even {the ruler of Nepnul with his
army just returned fom an unsuccessful campaign, snd the
Nizam, to join the Bongal army in an attempt to cush tho
British power. But thoygh such a conlingency should stiv ug
to prompt action, wo hive 1o reason to feal that it will ever ba

roglised. The politegal powors of Indin might hope somealhing
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fiom a revolution ; ithe people at large would have nothing to
hope, and much to fcar.

Now the probability of the dangers we have here indicated
depends mainly on the view taken of our position alike by the
priests and the chiefs, Every day’s delay in the accamplish-
ment of the one great evenl must have increased their hope of
success, and our danger of their rising If Delhi has not fallen
hefore the stimulus of such a hope takes the form of actual
vevolt, wo shall have, no doubt, a great war before us, and, in
that cuge, further ieinforcements must numediately be send
out,—though, even then, in the attachment of the people at
Iarge we shall find the greatest facilities for rapid success If]
on the other hand, men competent to form an opinion on this
important point come to the conclusion, with the {acts before
them as to the number and position of the additional forces
moving to the aid of General Barnard, and other details, that
Dethi would be taken wiethin a week of the last accounts,® there
is probably no fear of the conflagiation extending in the man
ner we have indicated. In that case, the reinforcements already
despatched from England will have been sufficiont.

The conclusion to which we ave led by these considerstions
is, that with every veason to believe that the timely fall of
Delhi would put o real end to our dangers, we should yet be
prepered for the worst ; and that we should be ready within
twenty four hours of the arrival of the next mail to send off
large additional reinforcements, including both cavalry and
artillery, If it ig still thought that we cannof use our steam-
navy for this purpose, steamers of the mercantile marine must
be engaged, on the understanding that the Government shall he
ot liberty either to despateh or to discharge them on the arrival
of the nexi mail In tho mean time, an attempt might be made
to gain the Pasha’s yermission for the tiansit of some portion
of %110 reinforcements through Egypt. And if that 1s found
practicable, the consul at Alexandria should at once send on
orders Lo Suez or Aden (without further reference io England)
for the engagement of transports for the troops cither to Kur-
rachee or Bombay,

In the event of such further demand Deing made on the
strength of our home-forces, the necessity for some such mea-
sure 23 that indicated in our issue of the 25th ultimo hecomes
gtill more urgent We vefer to the suggestion thai an Act
should at once be passed empowering the East India Coin-
(pany to increase thewr Kuropean force, with a view o the re-
hief of some of the Queen’s regiments now in India  We then
_,?fintﬂd out thal & much larger Furopean army must be per-

pnently maintained in place of theegative regiments which
@ﬂve been logh; but 1t must also be borne in mind, thal over

* Written on the 8th August
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11)0?(3 the usual military twanis of the Bengal Presidency,
nmense military police will he neecssary for the next two
vee years, for the suppression of ;‘,H seLious raids and
ys, the plunder of treasuries and {3@bries, Dacoities and
v« JAlesale murders, which may be expectd to take place from.
one end of Bengal to the other, on the part of some fifty thou-
sand disbanded soldiers and five thousand released prisoners.
The extent of this danger will be appreciated when we men-
tion that, in addition to those civil stativns where troops are
ordinmuily mantained, there aie 1n Upper and Lower Bengal
upwards of ﬁf't{ gtations having each a {reasmuiy, a jral and the
ordinary complement of civil officers, without any protection
whatever, except such as is afforded by a few police guards.
armed with nothing better than a sword. DBut in addition to
the maintenance of a military police, the measwme which was so
effective in giving peace and security to the Punjab must now
be adopted and rigidly enforced n Bengal: it must be made a
crime, punis&abl@ with imprisonment, for any private peison to
be found with arms. ;

We think we have sufficiently shown, ot the beginning of
this article, how completely the nature of the case should ox-
clude all pretensions to estimale the course of these events
beforehand ; how utterly they are beyond the limits of human

rescience, as they are out of the range of previous experience,
%3 i8 therefore, we think, most unicasonable that, with oach
change of view, each adoption of new measures, cansed by the
gradual change of events, a cry of dissatisfaction should he
raised, as if those avents could have been forescen. This wasg
the spirit in which the announcement made by Lord Palmexs-
ton in reference to the militia the olher evening was mel. We
hiave nover fo1 a momont doubled ag to tle ultimate result,
The destiny of Dngland i India,—the great puiposes for which
wo have been placed there,—are 100 obvious to admil of such
g doulst ; but the facts placed before ue by the last maal, while
they completely refute Mr, Dimacl’s hypothesis of the popular
character of the Indian Qisnflegtion, indicate the wisdom of
providing against the natural restlessness of ambitions native
chiels, and the necessity of being [ully and lmmediately pre-
parod to meol them,

-

‘THL END.
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