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POLITICAL PROSPTCTS OF BRlTISTI INDIA

In wuting upon India, two qualifications ame cssential to
success — an acquaintance with the people of that country, and
a fambarity with the tastes, feelings, and picjudices of the
yeading public i England, The former may ensure accwmacy,
but by the latter alone can even a patient heaung, much less
popularity, be expeeled, Wondeifully coticet as ave the 1émarks
of Bishop Ileber, considering his opportumties, hus Journal owes
1ts eatensive encnlation mainly to the clegant, yet thoroughly
Lnglish-mmded, tone m wihici® 1 1s wutlen ; wule the late
Colonel Sleeman’s published neeount of s own “ Rambles” as

an “ Indian Official,” though replete with 1auch more cnriouns
information than the accomplished Bishop could possibly collect,
is hamdly known d¢ven by name, hecause the wuter, fiom long
residence among those whom he desciibes, was wanling i11
knowledge of those whom he sought to addicss.  Though India
15 no longer the stianger-land 1t was when the works just eited
appeared, thewe 1s still the same distinetion to be obseved
between the classes who, egher by puble speaking or witing,
undertake to t1eat ofits concerns, and thereis stll, as formerly,
100m to 1egiet that the most knowledge generally resides with
thogse who are least gifted with the avt of airesting the public
attention. No man really acquamted with the people of Upper
India can open a newspaper without groaning in spnit to ohserve
the wmning flueney of language which is made the vehicle of
the most cnormous misstatements, and this foehng is oflen
agmavated by a consgousness of is own n ability, even with
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tiuth ot his baek, to cope with ciror atmed with this power of
words.

Still 1t scems almost hike shiinking fiom a duty, for one who
has {aken an active part m the government of owm Indian
limpne, to 1chiain, at sueh a cusis as the pmﬂuht, from at lenst
attempting to mmpait some of the 1esults of his oxpenence to
those who can have no practical knowledge on many points, the
final decision on which is, nevortheless, cerbain to be influenced
by thewr convic.ions.

At the present moment, 1f 13 feaiful 4o look at the confhet
of passions and piejudices thiough which om 1ulers will have
to fight thew way, ere they can anive al a sound and safe
deeision on tle couise to be pwmisucd, after the suppression
of a mutimy which has given our power m the Dast thoe 1udest
shoek 1t has ever yet had to sustam. Among ourselves, how
many ate the darling theoiies, speculations, and predictions,
likely tp be either impeitlled or diseredited by the final vesolu
tion, whatever 1t may be, to which those who have to 1egulale
the futwe admmnistiation of owr colossal dependency must
eventually come | Among om Lastern subjects, at the same time,
what a fieiee medley of passion® must be agitating the bieasts
of thousands of gulty, and milhons of inmoeent, men of evary
grade and class, as they awaid the deereo which 18 to fix ther
futme fate! With the cvei~benevolent, but sometimes self-
sufficient, ardova of the British prosclytizer, and the no less bene-
volent, and m no degree moie diffident, zeal of the Biitish utih-
taran, on the o01e side; and the chrome, sullen fannticiam of the
Moosulinan, with the fitful but almost objectless {my of the
Hindoo, on the other, theie 18 a prospect of such an angy clash-
mg as may 1ender 1t diflicult fo1 the sober voiee of 1enson to be
hemd, At such aseason, it 18 to be hoped that, 1cekless of the
pest as the present nge m geneial 13, 18 may be permutted, in
groping our way to the furnie, to avail omselves of the gudance
of the views and senfiments of one of those leading men of
former days, to whom we owe 1t that we have sueh an empire to
legislate for. Thelately published ¢ Iafe of Sir John Maleolm *
supplies cxactly what is wanted,

Maleolm may, indeed, be taken as one of the best specimens
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of the good Sepoy officer. 1le was, 1t 15 true, fiom an carly
peiiod of lus emicer, continnally employed in Ingh politieal posts;
sepataling hin 1n some measwie from the Madias amy, to
which he belonged ; yet we ae fold by lis bwogiapher, “That
the habits and feclings of a soldier elung to hum throughowi, his
carcer  Whatever might be lus official enviionments, lus heart
was continually tuwinimng with a tender and sympathising inteiest
to the smgle-poled tent of the subaltein officer, and the matted
hut of the fathful Sepoy”  In this 1cadiness to sympatluse,
not only with “the fmthiul Scpoy,” but with natives of every
class, lay tho sceret of Maleolm’s exlisoidinany suecess m win-
ning the aftections of all over whom he was placed 1n anthority.
Such sympathy, though an engine of wondious potency in
dealing with Aswatics, 1s, it may be fewmed, 1egmded by the
cunnming workmen of the piesent day as an implement too 1ude
and sunple for their handiing  Instead of lemmng fiom the
natives themselves, as Malcolm did, how {o make them happy,
we now-a days undeitake to teach them what they alone can
thoioughly understand,

Ounr designs arc doubtlegs benevolent, but they are cavried
out with so hitle conmideration for the feelings of those to be
affecled by them, that, coming in the shape of mifhicted blessings,
they move often estrange than concihate, Take, for example,
the law not many yeais sice passed by the Legislative Coune:l
in Caleuttn, to permil the resmairiage of Ilindoo widows. Ab-
stiactedly viewed, no enactment could be more just, bul 1t was a
dnect mfringement of thit tacit compast, not to meddle with
the somal rilations of the people, m vitue of which we had
1tled with ease and piofit to ourselves for a whole century,
Thosge who advocated this measnre doubtless laid much stiess
on the precedent of the Suttce, abolished 1 1829, without any
of the evils predicted having ensned. But the coses wee not
pmaliel,  Tone Suttee was an outinge on the feelings of hu-
manity, and even worldly morality called for its suppression,  Its
aboliion was preeeded by a long discussion, m which many
intelhgent Tlindoos mgued 1 favour of the proposed prohibitory
enactment. Thus we had a pmly amongst the Ilindoos them-
selves, and the whole of our Mahommeds 1 subjeets on owm side ;
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snd thus it was thet this gieat mensmo was emrried thiough
without any sticnuous opposition, o1 cven distinetly marked
discontent, A great moial triumph was thus achieved ; and it
bad been well, pethaps, 1f, contented with this sucecss, wo had
refipmed fiom any sinnlay act of duneet Iegislative interference
for a century. The Widows’ Re-mairinge Bill, to nse an Inglish
Parhamentmy phiase, was diveeted agamst a pwcly prvate
evil, and of the waoilang of whieh natives alone could judge, fm
the most experieneed amongst owmiselves know hitile or nothing
of them n thewr domestie sphere.  We have only to figure to
omstlves what onr {cohngs would be, il » eonqueror, obtaning
sway m Cheat Bitamn, were to pass a law 1cmoving the restiamts
at present nnyosed by onr cced and code on the number of
wives to be lawfully wedded by each man, and we may forn an
idea of the shotk given to the feelings of om Indian subjeets by
this mdication of a dispomtion to let our legislation tiespass
upon pomts nct to be alluded to, even m conversation, without
a violation of Fastern 1deas of decorw,

In the present state of owr information 1especting the move-
ment still m progiess among those who constituted the flower of
odl native axmy, we can only speealate on its sod.ce and ongm ;
but 1t is proballe that, when the whole tiuth shall be disclosed,
it will be found that 1t was to this very 1e-marniage enactment,®
and other analcgous measnies, that those pomnted who wished
to work upon the veliglous feolings of the Sepoy, and stu hum
up to acts of sudden and mwuderons muitny, Who those 118ti-
gators were, whether a Baahmumeal conclave m Bengal, o1 a
Mahommcdan cabal at Delly, Lucknow, o1 Caleuttn, matiors
little , all that 1s heie a1gued for beng, that m this natance oy
own legislation has probably fwimshed them with a weapon of
offence against owselves,

Among the varons 1cagons assigued for the rceent 1evolt,

* The followmng passage in a lette, dated 12th May, and g ven to us with
the sadly consolatory intination that tie Idy who wiole 1t died at Cawnpeic
hefo ¢ the mnssace, 15 shiongly confirmotasy of the opinlon stated in the tent.
' They, the 1atives have an adea ¢1at™the Goveinment are Lying to convert (hem
to Chustioruty , and whet with the nmustake of the emtridges hemg greared with
cow’s fat, and th s now law allowmng 11 ndoo widows to mawry, whick I ank has
@ greal derl to da 13efh if, they e frantic about i,
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pone iy more frequently dwelt upon thwm the scanty and de-
fective officenng of native battahons, in consequence of the
pumber of miitsiy men who are employed in the political and
civil depmtments  The practice of thus draming the syny of
its cleverest members has cert unly heen cartied too fav, but it was
the encomagemeul afforded by the prospeet of such advance-
ment that made Maleolm and otheis what they weie, by stimu.
lating them to quabfy themsclves for the lighesi political
offices. The evil, too, 1l must be remembeied, is not one
inhetent i the sysfem, but m ght at any tume have been cor
1ccted by each successive Governor-General, if he had porceived
the mischief now alleged to have thenee 1csulled,

But, m tiuth, no Indian ruler, when he wants aid m the
management of a newly-aequired terntory, can 1esist the tempt-
ation to employ the fittest avalable peison he can find, and
this will genarally be a mmlitary man, becaunse the Civil Service
has few hands to spare fiom the dutes of the oinginal settled
provinees of our empue. No man m this way il the thing
agamst which he wiote more than the late B C. Naper, who
not only drew nulitary men fiom thew regiments to act m crvil
capacities, bur diove away six of the amest civilians who were
sent to s asmistance 1 Scmde.  The practico, 1f 1f, be an evil,
is only one of the many attendaut on the too-iapid giowih of
our empue, and 1t would probably be best corected, not by
debaning young mmlitary men fiom all hope of politieal pro-
motion, and so preventing the development of much latent
talent, but by rendenng the command of a batlahion so luciative
and attiactive, as to mduce the juniois to 1emain with their
veguments, in the hope of altammg to that post,

But i 18 not so much on the number, as on the character
and capaaty, of the Iinglish officeis piesent with a Sepoy
vattahion, that its cflicency depends, In former times, when the
attachment between them was at its height, the officers were,
we heleve, fewer 1n proporfion to then men than they ate now ;
but then they weie almost all good colloguial Iinguists, or m
the way of becoming so; and though somewhat wanting m the
giaces of Dmopean society, had obtined an msight mio the
social system of Asatie life, such as their moe accomphished
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successo1s secm to think it beneath them to aecqune., The
Sepoy officer of the present day, equal to s predeccssor
comage and conduct m the field, and geneially his superion
book-knowledge, 1n manners, and perhaps i moals, falls {a
shori of lnm 11 pont of 1eal aequamtance with those under hig
command,

This defeet, though in some degiree imputable to the systen
which makes escape fiom lus 1egiment the gient objeet of every
young officer’s amution, 18 stll mamly attubuatable to the in-
cicased facilities of mteicourse with Ingland.

Young men vho ae fiequently refreshing then acquaintanee
with then mother-countiy eannot scttle down fo India as their
lome, 1n the samec way as was done in the bygone days, cie
stcam was known, and & 1etoen fo Dngland was looked toiwad
to as a 1emote and baely-possible contimgeney,

Tastes acquired m Lhwope do not readily counform to ex.
clusively Asiatic pmsuits ; the native nantch 18 more than nsipid
when the opera lives in 1ecent 1ecollection; and thus theie is no
community, even of amusement, to bring the Emopean and the
native officers into somethmg hike social inteicourse with each
other, It 1s wwpossible hue to conceal the fact, that the m.
creased number of our fawr cowntrywomen i the Hast has
probably made the sepsiation between those classes wider than
it was before. It 18 alleged, wo know not with what truth,
but 1t is alleged by nabtives, that their best fiiends among
Bwopean funetionaies ae lost to them fiom the moment of
therr mamage 3 and they generally mmpute the colder reception
they meet with at any but busmness hows to the mfluenco of
the lady of the house,

It wounld be easy to fill many pages with nstances of the
friendly feelmg that formerly subsisted between Linglish officers
and Sepoys of every ghade, and also between the latter and the
common Lwopean soldiay, classes apparently dissociable by
natwe; bul 1t 15 enough to diaw attention to the following
werdent n Maleolm’s life, 11 ovder to show how endurmg may
be the 1ecollection of kindness m the mmnds of men of the same
elass as those whose enotumbies of mgrabitude, as well as cinelty,
we ale now deploning,.
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The fust greal opening stroke of Lord Wellesley’s builliant,
pohiey, m 1798, was the disperqion al ydeabad, m the Decean,
of & force under Lionch officers m the py of the Nizam, In
tlus hazardous enteipuse, Malcolm, ng Assistant to the Resi-
dent, bore a conspicuous pait, After the teema for their sur-
render had been scttled, the hyes of the Fiench officois wore
placed 1 jeopamdy by a mubiny smong the native soldicrs
1ecently under thewr command  Maleolm was despatehed to
enlm the tumulf, bhut soon beeame hmsell involved 1 the samie
peul with those whom he came to roseus.  Ilis eseape 1s thus
descubed by Mr Kaye:—¢ Among the ciowd of mutineers
were some men who had {oumeily belonged to Maleolm’s com-
pany, in the 20th battahon, but had duycited to the Iench
corps, They now iecogmsed themr old officer, and went at
once to hig assistance. Ile had been kind to them in former
days, and they had not forgotten his kindiess.  Lafting himup,
and heaing him away on then heads, they reseued him fiom
the hands of the infunated mob,”

While confiasting this hitle aneedote with the termble tales
brought by cach successive mail, 1t 15 difficult so to divest ous-
selves of fthe partialities of nation and 1ace, as to bo able to
deaide fairly on the guestion of who 1s changed, owisclves, o1
those over whom ow sway has latherlorested, on moral influence
rather than on supeuor physieal foree?  The probability mising
out of our own progresstvo nature, and the stationary chatacter
of the Amatic, 18 turned into céitanty by om knowledge of what
has laiely been going on among owr Indian 1uleis, both at home
and abroad 3 and we must pronounce that 1t 18 we who are not
what we were, A peiceplion of this fact 18 indwated in the
question smd 1o be asked by natives, ¥ Whether the Linglish
sentlemen of the present day are of the same casto as those of
foumer times?” It is moue distinetly shown in the following
extract from the pamplhlet of the late My, Fiancis Ilosley
Robmson, of the Bengal Civil derviee, published in the year
1856, Ilaving lLeen officially compelled to make & eommumni-
cation to an old rethied officor of Gmdmer’s Luecgular Ioise,
and to o Mahommedan of 1ank, calenlated to hmt the eligious
feelmgs of both, My, Robison thus desciibes what followed ;-
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¢ T shall never fogel the looks of mortification, anger, and, at
fitst, of mercdulity, with which this aunouncement wus 1cceved
by both, nor the bitter uony with wlieh the old Russulday
romairked, that no doubt the wisdom of the new gentlemen
(Salbilogue, so they designate the linghish) had shown them
the folly and ignotance of the gentlemen of the old tune, oy
whom 1t pleased God, neveitheless, to bestow the government
of Indha.”—(Page 17 )

But 1t is needless to cite authouties in supporl of what, so
far fiom being denied, 18 with all of us moie o1 less a subjees of
congratulation, That theie was much room for impmovement
i the manneis and morwals of the Anglo-Indien co nmumty of
former days, musi be admilted cven by those who 1cg ot that
this impiove nent has not come unmngled with a ceitain
unwinning beatmg, in Dnghsh functionaaies of evely giade,
towards all natives but those who evinee a disposition to
Luiopeamze,

Our 1egamental officers, not heing exempt fiom this change,
it may be doubled whether an marcase to ther number would
have abated the ovik of secanty mtucowse between them and
the native soldiery ; and 1t certaunly would have added hittle to
their geneial efficiency, under a system of cenfralisation cal-
culated to lessen thew mfluence and deaden thewr zeal. The
conclusion to be diawn from what has just been stated 13, that
it is not by the madequate officering of our mumy that the
pendimg muflny has been provoked, nmd, on general grounds, 1t
may be nsserted that such a cause is totally msufficieni to
account for the event Insuboidination m a baltalion on two
night thus be brought about, bat i scoms absurd to sappese
that a lmge body of men would thiow away pay, promotion,
penston, and tush mte fiantie execsses, thiough mere disgust at
the meompetency of theiwr leaders, Such mcompetency may
fuinther then ends, when 1cvolt has been 1csolved on, but 1t
lequiles some mnoie stuiing mobive to cngendor the spnit to
give bitth to so desperate & movement,

Annexaticn, and consequent extension of our dneet dome
nion, comes next in the hst of canses assigned for this evolt,
Whethar such extension he matier for piaise or blamne, it 18
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desnable at the outset to make it clear to whose account it ought
to be charged

An exmmnation of the vanous bluebooks published smnce
the year 1838 wall show, that 1613 fiom Downing Sticet that the
pohey of extenmon has of late yeas, m almost every instance,
emanated,  The prophutic protost of the Chawrman of thie Conrt
of Dunectors, the lnte My, Si. George Theer, aganst the mva-
aion of Afghamstan 13 on 1eemd; and we know that some, who
ought to have studied 1t befoie, conld hardly, when they did
peruse that able document, bumg themselves to belicve that 1t
was nof written after the cvenl, The questionable sequel to
that unhappy wa, the sezure of Sande, was, we all know, eon-
demned by the same Court.  The conquest of the Panjaub, to
he stre, was forced upon us by eweumsta ices, and of that even
the natives do not complain. On the thice remaming Indian
annexations (for Pegu falls not within the lmts of India) cunacd
thiough by the late Government of ow astein Lmpne, what
judgment was pronounced by the Cowt of Ducetors is uncer-
taun ; but 1t 1s well known that each of thesc steps has been
taken n dircet opposition to the declmed opnuon of some one
or other of fhen ghlegt sepvants m Indin &

On the whole, then, 1t may be assumed that er Majesty’s
Mimsters, and not the Cowrt of Divectors, are the authois of
that annexalion-policy alleged by some to be one main cause
of the prevailing disorder,

Aremairk of Lord Metealfe’s, made 11 the learing of the
authoi, in the year 1836, deseives {o be here 1ceoded,  When
an opiion was expressed 1 favour of senling some shght aid
to Dost Moohammed, the then 1eignmg aud fuendly chief of
Afghanistan, Loid Metealle’s 1eply was:  Depend upon 1, that
the swest way to bung Russia upon ouiselves 1s, for us to cross

¥ Tha pxton andd popnlalion of pach of the thies provinees thus annexed may

Le 10ughly stated as follows —
Beiar, in Centinl India, 15 70,000 squaie mites n extent, with a2 populntion

of 3,100,000,
Satarn in the south-west, 14,000 sgumea miles jn extent, with a populat on of

1 500 000
Oude, on the notth east, 20,000 square miles m octent, with a population of

3,000 000
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the Indus.” Ilad the Dast Indin Company and ils setvants
been allowed at that juneturc to 1ule the countiy, for which the
Butish pubhie persist m boldmg them responmble, it 1s pretty
clear, fions what has just been stated, that the wa m Afphan.
stan, and all 1s humbling and damaging consequences, would
have been avaded, That the smee-ensumng anncxations would,
i that case, have all of thom been avorded, eannol be confidently
gsserted; bub thus mueh 1s clear, that 1 the plunge made m the
Afghan affair owx Government seemed 1o gob uid of all those
seruples abowe the nights or others, sud stk adheronce to agiee-
ments, whieh sufficed to hamper such week politicians as Wel.
Imgton and Maleolm in dealng with the native princes of then
day.

Whale these two men of 2 former age wers engaged together
n setthng torwms of peace with the beaten Malnattas, a question
arose ag to whether the important fortiess of Gwalion should
helong to us o1 to Sendimh, The Governor-Geneial, Loid
Wellesley, was for keepmg ; his illusirions brother, and Mal-
colm, for 1euigming it to Sendiah. In a letier to a puvate
filend on the subject, Maleolm argued that the meie fact of
doubt cxistmg ought to decide the case m favour of the weaker
party; “T'or,” he wioto, “1f we decide o case of disputable natuie
in o own favour, becanse we have powet, we shall give a blow
to our fmth thai will, im my opimon, be more wjurrouns to our
wterests than the loss of fifty provimces  What has {aken us
through this Jast war with sneh unexampled success ?  T'nst, no
coubt, the gallantiy of our mimies, but, secondly, and hmdly
secondly, our 1eputation for good furth,” In the same stiam his
gloiious colleague, then plain Axthur Wellesley, wiites on the
same subjeet “Ywonld seemfice Gwalior, or evory other frontier
of Indin, {en times over, w2 ouder lo preserve our eredht for
scitpulons geod faith,  'What brought me through many diffi-
culties .n the war, and the negotiations of peace? The B.itish
good faith, and nothing else,”

The wisdom evimced m these sentencos, wiltten by two of
our most distinguished countrymen more then filty yemrs since,
recewves a most mortifying confirmation fiom the following hnes,
penned m the Lnghsh language by a most mntelhgent Brahnm,
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on the 28rd of June last, at Indore, the capital of Tlolkm’s
domumons, in Centaal India:——*There can be no doubt thot
much of the distuibanco owes its 11se to ihe bad name our
Goveinment have lately acquired through annexations, People
don’t keep 1t a sceret now, and say that our Government has
beeome farthless (¢ be-ceman’), and none but the meicantile com-
munity would be glad to sec order restorel, I was glad to know
fiom your kind favour that they did not v avmly wish for annex-
ation m Dngland, This is good, but how one can beheve what
s m one’s mmd when the act is agamst 187 Why weic the
measuics cartied P Indeed, $4e annexation-policy has done the
Goveinment of Indin a harm which will not be emly repaned.”

Passimg flom the question of the value of a reputation for
good fath, it may be mteresting to view the contiasted opmions
of two high authoritics, equally 1emote fiom each other in point
of tume, on the subjeet of annexation, Sir John Malcolm, m a
letter to a fiiend, about the year 1818, thus expiesses himself on
that most important question :~—¢ The native governments are
gbused as intolerably bad. Why, even in this view, the very
contiast of thewr goveinment with ows is strength, Make all
Ind.a mto zillas (civil distriets), and I w1l gsgert that it is not
in the order of things, considening the new sentiments that
must be inlused--—the operation (uncheced by eompavison) of
that dishke to inle which all human bemgs have, and that
depression and evcluswon from all high 1omk and fame, avil or
military, of more than a erore (million} of men, which must be
the consequence of the estabhshment of our dnect authmity,
that onr empue should last fifly years; but if we can confrive
to keep up a number of native states withoui political power,
but as 10yal meiruments, we shall, I believe, exist in Indin as
long as we can maintam onr naval superiol ty in Lmope : beyond
this date it 18 imposuible. But, on the other hand, while we
have that supeiority, no Turopean power, 1 ot even the redonbred
Russians, can shake our Fastern throne, 1f we have wisdom
enough (which I doubt) not to destroy omselves.” *

* Kaye & * Life of Meleolm,” vol, 1 p. 271,
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Phus wrote the soldier-statesman of the beginning of this
century. Lot us now sec how the same subject is treated by an
Bditor of the mesent day, whose very clever paper, ©“The I'iend
of Tndia,” was not long since 1eputed to bo the oigan of the
Supreme Goveinment mn Calentta % T'he policy of anncxation
may be constdered secme One by oneats opponenls convineed,
or otheinise confess by then silence, that they nre logieally
defunct. The dicamers who feared that the empiic would be
weakened. by exiension, and the Oinrentahsts who believed native
goverarients hetter than eivil sed rule, e sheady, fou practical
politics, extinet The more generous class, who mvested native
piinces with a 1ight of property 1n then subjeets, and hold con-
quest to be excusable only by invasion, mc 1apudly passing to
the grave ; they will soon be extinet as the dodo, o the paity
of protection.” *

A smgle plance at the history of the bmef pertod separating
us fiom the date of this mamiesto is cnough lo check ow
dispesition to smile at the arrogance of 1ts assertions. TLven
while it was bemg wiitten, the cxlension of owr dominion over
Oude had caused a Luiopean batfalion io be withdrawn fiom
Cawnpore, and so weakened the chiel military station on the
Upper Ganges, as to prepate it foo becoming the scene of events
so dieadful, that we shudder to 1cad the 1ecital of thewr detmls,
“ Dieamers,” indeed, were they who “femied that the emphe
would be wealened by extension ; but such dicameis as scem
to have seen farther wn then sleep than those who snect at them
did 1 then waking mompents, If the writer of this passage
stood alone, his presumption mght do hitle more than provoke
mirth ; but unhappily beas the oigan of a party,~~and a puty
having in its 1anks many a name of mmk, both in Iingland end
in India, The peenhar charnctenstic of this pmity 1s a fanati-
cism 1n favowr of its own measuwies; so that it eannot be made
to believe that the 1esgsanahle bemg 1w to he found who would
take offence af then enforcement It was to this soit of feelmg
thal Sir Thomas Mumo, though he lived before the paiod of

* 1 Priend of Tndie,” June 6th, 1850.



16

its fuller development, altuded, when he said that #ihe Enghish
are as fanntieal m vegmd {o thew mstitnbonsg as the Mahom-
medans are with then wohgion”

Take tho ease of Oude. Admal that hnumandy 1equired us to
eject in favow of owasclves the very wmlen whom we were
pledged to supporl, m retwn {for the vast cession made to us by
his ancestor al the begmmning of (he eentruy,—admi( nll of this,
for the sako of argument,y—but the question will stall 1emain,
what grownds had we for supposmg that such an cnormous
additon 10 om empire shonld nof hiing with i apropm enable
addition fo our risks? If il weie rensonably to be assumed
that the enltivator, and the agricultwil eommunity geneially,
would gain by tho substitulion of om power (o1 that of the
native ruler, weie theie not many, and Lhose of the moie active
andl encrgetic classes, who would suflex by the change ? Were
there no existing and expectant placemen to have then pride
moitified, their hopes blasted, by the coming in of what tha
wits of Upper India have long since called the © Sweeper’s
1ule 77

Was it not more than imprudence to take no piccaution
against the animosity of such a elags, beyond the lamentable
mensire of biinging over from Cawnpole to Lmelknow-—a dis-
tance of fifty mles—the only Luropean iegiment to be found
along a line of about HO00 wmiles in extent? Ilow is thiy
appaient fool-hardiness on the pat of men of eminent alnlity to
ho accounted foy, hul by imputwg 1l lo n overweening rehance
on the power inherent in their {avouiite measmes to command
the applause and assent of all mankind ?

That some mater al bonefits would acerue to the inhabitants
of Oude fiom ilg annexation was seen. Whal the feelmgs of
any class among them might be was not, thaefore, desmed
wolthy of a thought. Vel theie was plenty of proof, in printed
works, as well as in unpublished despatches, to show that our
selzure of the countiy would mitate a very formidable body
among its inhiabitants, Bishop Hebe, five-and-thirty yems ago,
in his hasty progiess through the land, perceived this; and in
1epealing a cr weigation betweon a friend of his and a howseman
forming part of his eseort fiom Cawnpore mentions that, though
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full of complaints against his own rulers, this man fired up at the
mere suggestion of the extension of Butish 1nle as & 1emedy for
the abuses complained of, and smd thal any tyranny was prcfor-
able to such a degtadation, The late Colonel Slecman, known
even m Durope by ns successful operations agminst the Thugs,
and who knew the natives better than any man of lus time,
when afterweards Residenl at Lucknow, warned the Goveinment
of the umbrage that would be taken by many classes at ouw
seizive of the countiy, mentiomng paiticularly that owmr own
Sepoys would be likely 1o be offended by such a step,

Another Resdent, when compelled, some twenly yems ago,
to address a 1emonstrance to the 1uleis of Qude, on the alleged
disordeis 1 that kmgdom, was met by the sigmficant question,
““ Whether theie had been any emigration fiom thal territory
into omis 7 Eut the warnings of danger were not confined to
India. More than twenty years since, on the design bemng
hinted at m the lIouse of Cammons, the Iate Siv Robert Peel,
not then in powcr, expressed his appichensmon that the absorp-
tion of Oude would shake the confidence of every mdependent
prince in India m the good faith of our Governmeni Thus
wained of the agitation hkely to ensue, common piudence
seemed to 1equue that {he measwie should have been postponed
until, at least, two strong Luropean 1egiments could be added to
our force in Oude, without weakening our strength at other
mportant pomis, hke Cawnpore It was not, however, only
before the step was taken, that the wanings of appronehing
danger must haye been apparent, for the nuthor has himself see
a letter wutten 1n Ilmndee, in the month of November last,
addressed to an officer now m Lngland, commenecing with these
words By the seiztue of Oude all Ilindostan has been
thhown mto consteination.” Yel 1t was at this very junctuie
that the Gotraanmen{ of India, recaiving 1its nstructions duneet
fiom Downing iSticet, was compelled to 1cduce 1ty Buropean
foice by sendmg regiments to Persia. Meanwlule, extension in
another quarter had reduced the stiength of the Duropean por-
tion of the Indian mmy. Pegu, so necedlessly added to our
dominions in 1852 furmshed employment to fomr or five stoul
Furopean. battalions, who were thus virtually lost to Buitish India,
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properly so ealled ; for Pegu, 1t must be 1ey cmbercd, is not a
part of India, but an entndly distiret ecunhry,  Anuexation has,
then, unquestionably contubuted, both dncctly and mdiicctly, to
bung about the disasticug 1evolt of om Beagal at ny  Duccetly,
by woakenmg our Kuropean foice, i spreadimg it ovc1 a wader
suiface , mducetly, by stiirmg up 1 ¢ amumosity of miluentinl
classes, not o1 ly n the counties added to omn 1ule, but also m
the omginal provinces of owr empne Ow annexation of
Sitman and Baar, on the by the n acconnted msufhie ent pler of
defanlt of natwial he s, almmed the IImdoos, wlhile ow suzm e
of Cude galled the Mahommedans, cvery one of whom felt w
puide in the mdependence of tlat prmeipality,  Thus, by these
almost simultincons measuies, we have suppl ed a mobive of
potency to bind m temporary lengue agmust ourselves those two
discordant 1aces, whose dissension was oul stiength ; and thus
it probably 1s, that Mahommedans and Brabmms have been
brought to co opuiate m spicading disaffeelion among ouy
Sepoys of aitl er persunsion.

The last and most chfficull questior 1emains to be con-
sidaicd.  IIms, or has not, any mdiserect meddling on owm part
with thewr rchglous prejudices opaated to provoke our Marom
medan and Ildoo Sepoys, hutherto so faithful, to hicak out into
such a hideous display of perfihous ciuelty as they are even now
exhibitmg to the wolld ®  Tho question is a thoiny oue, and
whoever cnters upon 1f wmust be prepmcd for much miscon-
struetion,

Judging by the analogy of all past listory, there is to be
found i the very feroaty of the Ilindoo portion of the native
soldiery o proof Lhat some religious delusion must have been at
the bottom of thewr hostihity, however mixed may have been tho
molives of then Maliommedan comrades.

The TTmndoo Scpoys have, for nenrly a centwry, been esteemed,
by those who knew them Dbest, to be & lundly dispositioned
race, and, when well managed, over well affected towands their
Dnglsh chiefs, Thal such a body, having 1tewally no wiong
wharewith to garmsh the manifesto issued fiom their 1ebellions
stronghold at Delhi, should have been worked up mto a state of
deadly and nmeflecting {iny, by any feelirg shoit of 1elgous

B
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exaspeiation, would be at vaiance with what wo know of the
history of mankmd.

Excepting m the ono ease of the Iicnch Revolution, the
author can el to mmd no mstance of men beconn ¢ for a4 whale
d vested of tho hnmanity, thiough the act on of any weaker
emotion than on~ of 1el grons wiath It scemsalmost super{luons
to do moic than allude to the 1ccorded mstances of revolting
baibarities perpetinted by me nbeis of the gical Bumopean fannly
it unt guothur, 0 weeow st of & distgice ¢t 0130 “C Tayston uy
pomnt of faith, [t 1s 1emakable, also, that women and childien
have always been the vietims of those oulbreaks of {anaticism,
and that such shwghter has never been aceyunted by ther own
partizans as diseiechtable to the peipetintors  In every 1ccond
of the stiuggles of parties dutig the fust ccntmies of Chisthian
history, we find mention made of women aid mfants bemng
muidered *  Newther sex nov age wae spmed m the erusade
agamst the Albigenses in the thuilcer th, ov m the massaeic of
St. Baitholomew 11 the sixieenth, o the Tiish msuirveetion n
the middle of the seventeenth century; wlule Milton’s eclebhiated

Sonnct tells us how

The bloody ed nontese 1011 &
Mothoer with infonl down the 100ks. ?

Yet Dante devotes a whole canto of his Paradiso fo the
prases of Domuinrek, who was the mam promoter of the war of
extetimination standmng first in this lst; the comt of Rome
1etuined thanks to ITeaven for the tieacheions buteheiy 1n Paiis;
no Roman Catholic wiiter has expressed any great 1 orior (£ the
event m lieland; and the acls denounced hy Mailton were doubt-
less aceounted prous by those whose deseendants have, m our
own days, evineced something like a desize for then 1epetition,

Instances of like baibanty towards females ean be found
cven 1n the Gﬂl]j anuals of Bﬂﬂﬂuud, Uy HPPICAL (iom the fullow-
mg passage m Tytler's « Thistory,” vol. 1, p. 113-——¢Their revenge
seems espeeially to have been duceled against the Tnglish
ecclesiasties who weie possessed of Scottish livings, A puble
edict passed by the Seottish Bstates, m 1206, hiad bamshed these

* See Tulld’s ¢ Profane State,” book v. chap
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mbtuders from Scolland, and tus cowet Wallnet, 1 15 sa d,
mmproved npon with aaclmement 1 erueliy. Some nged phests,
md 1t 15 cven assenled, dthough almost (oo hoin d to b eve,
some helpless women, had than hands tied helmd thon bks,
and m this helpless state were thiown fions Ingh bidges mio
yvets, then dying agomes aftording sport to tlen moeless
captors

If such 19 the power of thus pruerply, even on the conipara-
ively phlegmebic lanopean luempoaament, whal must not its
influcnce bo ovar the more exeitible A lie races £ Wath these
its foree 13 the grealer, heewse 1t 18 the only one that tedls ab
all upon then colleetive feehngs,  Patiiotis no1s al nist noknown
m the Last; no cncionchment not tiespassmg, dnectly or
indueetly, upen thewr achgion would cver tlee exate any
genelal mdigiation.  Bai, then, 1cigio1 s in those reglons so
mterbwined with all social institutions, that none of these can
be tonched without usk of janiing with the grcat master-
prnciple of the Ouental mind, It may be obsaved, also, that
the nearer any Lumopean nation approaches mn chmacta 1o the
people of the Liast, the moie senwitive do we find it on points
affceting 1chgion j and we have »ithin tl e last {ew months seen
o distwibance mise at Delfast, that might lave swollen mfto
something as bad as the massacre of 1641, 1f the restraming
hand of government had been suddenly paialysed m Lieland,
ns 1t has been in Inda, A mimz, mobability 18, we thmefore
think, on the side of those who assett the present Indian
movement to bo essentinlly a 1chglows one; and theie is
nothing in afler-cvents to wauant the adoption of a contramy
conclusion. It is wped by some, for vhom the authow feels
the smeerest respect, though he cannot adopt their opimons,
ihat a movement pambicipated m both by Mahowmedans and
Ilindoos cannot have religion for its souice, because 1l 1s
impossible to behicve that these two 1nces can be actuated by
any communty of fechng on such & pomnt. Thenr antagomsm
may be admutted, without aequiescing in the mference thenee
deduced. The Mahommedan 1s fStute enough, when 1t serves his
purpose; to fagn a regard which he does not feel; and the
thindoo, hewng by far the simpler of the two, may be so blmded

B 2
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by his choler as to lend a willing ecar to the suggestions of lus
hereditary antagomst,  Cardnal Rachelicn was no faend Lo the
Protestants wher be used then zeal as a weapon of oflence
agamst the house of Austiin, yet surely no one will, fo that
teason, deny thal the movoment m Gamany was a 1chigions
one? Tie 1eal queshon 1s, what was the chmacter of that
distempered mood which fitted the Thindoo Sepoy Lo beeome, ag
many belicve, a tool in the ha ds of the more wily and steadily
\11{]1[:[311*0 AMrhornoden Tl Mmod was evle ]"L]y {11%: [}F
extreme 1chigious exasper it on, ansing out of derk suspicions of
o designs, mfused nto Ins mnd tlhiongh some as yet undis
covered agency, snd derving confumation fiom sevaal mdis-
arct ons on the »ut of ow Indmn legislatwre, as of vaitous
mdividual members of the Anglo Indiin eommu nty, some of
whom, we know, rave acted as missionanes, without 1esigning
their military commissions, wh le othas, we have hemd, 1ave
even gone so far as to compel then native seivants to attend
daly at fam ly prayers.  This view of the case 18 suppoted by
the declmation of the Sepoys themsclves, who loudly proelaim
that they me acting m defence of thcn faith, and in ther
manifesto ftom Delln accuse thar vulers of nothing but a design
to make Chustians of them by foice ot fraud,

So great, however, 15 the 1cluctance lo give aiedit to the
Sepoys’ own statement of then own motives, that we see con-
tinual attempts made to account {or thew conducet on somc othe:
prneiple  Not long smee, m defianec, apparently (peihaps m
ignorance) of the fact that for a hundied yemis past a million of
mullions has been falhfully gumded and cseorted by Sepoys
nlone, it was statcd st a pubhe meeting, that thoi motives on
the present oecasion have been entncly sordid, Thiols, of course,
lead to plunder, and aceordingly the Sepoys, having onee bioken
lnnse from authouty, obeyed the wmstmek of all mohs, and 1.fled
the tieasupies, which they had for so many years protected , but,
like those who followed ILord George Gordon m 1782, though
they ended with mllage, 1t was by a 1chgious feehng that they
wele fist set in motion ®

The pomt s not one of meie euriosity, hut of vast prospective
pohtical impoitance, and 1t may not, theiefore, be lost labouy
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to brng together some of the proofs to be colleeted fiom the
bluc-books, of a rchigions fecling havmg been at the botlom of
the discontents which, after loug smoulder! g m the bieasts of
ot native sokdicry, have at last beon {an 1:d mto 1 flame by the
unwise attempl Lo foree the obroxious cutridpe upon the 3d
Cavaliy at Mcerat. At Awmblah, the station on the plans
nemrest 1o Sunla, whae the Commander m Clief was then
residing, no less than fifteen fives were resoted by the canton-
ment magisiiate w have occwnned pewween the 26th Maich and
the 1st May, and these be, ina letter dated 4th May, distinetly
ascribes to ¢ the newly-mbodaced cartindoes,” and the Sepoy’s
inetadicable belief, that “ the wmnovation 18 derogatory both to
lus easte and 1eligion ”

The magistiate fuather remmks, that ¢ similar conflagiations
had cceuncd at Banackpore, Oude, Mearnt, and liahoe, all
owing to the sapposed unpare and tantcd cartudge” These
confingiations, unmistakable symptoms of discontent, as every
reader of lastern tales must know, ouglt to Lave niade the
Commanda 1 Chicf panse befoe he oftacd to the tioops at
Meerut a chowee between the eartnidae and the jal.  The latter
was accepted, and thost consigned to it fiom that moment were
1egarded ns martyis,  The whole Bengil mmy bemny one gieat
milita y famly, the feelng 1apidly spread, and the contagion of
1evolt extended Lo every station  Parie rided 1its development,
for 1t 1s elem thatl, 1 many mstances, the Scpoys flew to aims
under an impression that the Lwmopean tiosps were advancung to
attack them. In a Division Owder of Mayor Genaal Ilemsay’s,
published at Buiackpore on the Sth Apul, the conduct of the
Sepoy, Mungul Pande, then under sentence of death for mutiny,
1s ascitbed to lns having been “in a stale of 1ehgiouns fienzy.”’
In a previous lutter, dated 28d January, the sane gallant officer,
and tho.ough Quentahist, infoins the Goveinmeat, that “ a
report has been spread about by some designing persons, most
Likely Biahmms, o1 agents of the 1eligious Hindoo paity m Cal-
euttn (I belicve it s called the Dhmmima Sobha), that they ({the
Scpoys) are to be forced to embiace the Clnistan fath »  In
the Goveinoy- Genorals Mmute of the 27th Maieh, 1t 18
1ecorded that the men of the 7th Natve Infantiy assigned as o
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reason fo1 thor mutinous movement at Baliampore, that they
thought that “the guns ad Lmopean tioops weis coming;
and they sud they nete prepated to d ¢ aail o1 than lose caste,”
A letter from the Scerctirvy to the Chicf Commissioner m the
P b, dated 16th May, asscrts the “ cmtridge * (which word
is the embodimeutl of the 1chigious feeling) to be the eause of the
existing disaffeciion, 1ecommonds 18 namediate dhsase, predicts
that nothing else will stop the spread of the evil, and ends with
the following 1emaikable passage: ¢ Lven pamishment .l not
prove cffeelive, for the suflaers will beeome objeets of sympathy,
and be looked wron as mmtyrs for thua whgion ”

D, Colvin, the late-lamented Lacntenant-Governoy of the
North-westaan Provmees, m a let o1 dated 22d May, aftc
notieng lus own address to the tioops on parade at Aga, adds
the following r:mamks: “Tdhey all at the moment expiessed
thur belief of my eommunications to them; and L have scen
them in a famibn way on scvernl occasions simece,  They have
undoubtedly been wfceted by a deep distiust of our puiposes
The geeral seope of the notion by which they have been mnflu-
enccd may be expressed n the remarks of one of them, a Hindoo,
Tewartee Bialirm, to the eff ot that men weie ereated of dif-
farent fmiths ; and that the notion attributed fo us, of having bat
ouc 1ehgion, because we had now bub one wnintennupted domi-
nion thtoughout India, was a tyranmical and unpmous one.”

Agam, n a lotter dated 24th May, Mr. Golvin says of the
mutineers: ‘“ Many ai1e 1w the rebels’ 1anks because tl ey could
not get away. Many cortmunly thought we ware tucking tham
oul of then caste; and this opumon s held, however unwiscly,
by the mass of the population, and even by some of the moie
telligent classes. Never was delusion moie wide or deep.
Many of the besi soldiers m the aimy, amongst others, of 1s
most {aithful saetion, the Tuegonla Gavaliy, show o wmaked
1eluclance to engage in a war agamst men whom they beheve
to have been musled on the pomt of 1eligious honour,”” ¥

# Tn conft nntwn of whal. 18 stated in A Colvm s lettu 1egarding the mass
of the population and then foelings, 1t Iﬁny not e out of place to nentiu that a
system of feedrag the priconeis 1n messes  a gystem 10t {0 ba eanicd ont without
accasto wl violation of the laws of crste  has caused ithe nmates of ow jalls to
beco ne ohjeeir of sy npathy to those withont
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The conemient testirwony of thiee sueh anlhoritics ag Goner 1l
Hemsay, Sn Dhin Lawuonee, and BMre, Colin, ougl b to e eon-
clusne; mud those who sbll demur had be ter, pabaps, be lefl
to then prejndices ; nevertholuss, 1 as a3 will to duaw atiention
to a enctmstance showmy, i the stiongest hight, the extie no
i obability of the bepoys having acted under any mfluencs of
fess power than one of 1chgious delusion,  Two wegnnents, tho
26th and the 46th, Inoke out to opuh mutiny al Mcan Meer,
and Scalkole® m the Punjaab, afier they had beeu disnimed, when
guceess was 1mpossible, and swift 1¢t bution eertan, fiom the
proxinily of a stion, Lwopean foree. Theicasonable conclusion,
therefme, 15, that they wore nol qute Hiece nyents, but were
unpelled by the same Innd of force as has often diven our fellow-
subjeets m Incland to crnme, and sometimes Lo 1ehellion

Thicic 18 one othet 1cason assigned for the mutiny, to whicl
ailifciation lends 1ts mtful aad  The wepoys have, 1t 18 con-
stantly 1epeated, been “pampeted and petted ” mto a state of
inswicetion. In one sense, though not m that genurally attached
to the wordg, theie is some tinth m the saymg, ILver sinee that
lamentable expedition to Cabool, whieh destioyed onr 1eputation
for good farh, oud the mestige of our mv.nebuity, the native
aimy has been led Lo think too mueh of 1ts own stienglh and
rmpor tanee, and an wsubordinate spinit, s too often been passed
over, fro 11 the neeessity of gently handling = cord whieh might
snap, if pulled too tightly. The spirit alluded to showed itself
in a very formidable shape before Su George Pollock’s advance
{0 1chiieve ow disasters m Afahamstan; and fuy know how
much his country 1s indebted to that distiagmshed officer for
the patience and slall with which he illayed the discontents, and
1a1sed the “morale” of the native poition of hus mumy, before he
advanced mto the Khyber Pass. Vauous indications of the
presence of sueh s spnit m the Bengel mmy have sinee bioken

# The bth T regulm Cavaliy acted in the soms mannel nf Bhongulpaie, a
station on the Ganges below Patna, on learmang that Sir J Guliam had anrved
off that place, en roude to Upper India with a laige Bwopean force  Another
regiment at Chitsagong, fm down to the sonih-east and completely eut off fiom
the 1est of the mmy, 15 stated 1 the last accounts to have broken out into the

same 801t of hopeless and objectiess muliny,
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out fiom t me fo time, bhut the Indian Government weie powar -
less to apply the only suflicient cheek, by mercasing the nume-
11cal stiength of {1 Dwopean bianch of its force,

In so {m, theiefore, as mere disciphine 1s concer od, thete,
perhaps, 15 some tinth m the asseition, that the Sepoy hns been
over-leniently dealt with at times, when theie was a call for 1igow
but, as 1egards i seruples of easte, 16 can only mean that the
Government have adhaicd to the cor d tions on which the high-
caste men have entered ifs seivice. One of the fist of these
stipulations 18 that of not bemg obl'ged to embalk, When
service beyond the sea was in prospeet, volunteers wete ever to
be found for the duty. Ceitamn 1egiments, ealled ¢ Geneial
Scavice Battalions,” weie 1used, upon an undestanding that
they weie to embark when 1equured.  Of late years it has been
ordered that all recruits arve to be enhsted on this undeistanding.
This order practically excludes the iclations of half the men
in an old 1egiment  mon who served as much m the hope of
being able to push on then kinsfolk, as to advance thewselves.
This ordcr, therefore, savoured of bad faith, and must have
tended to add strength to the distinst of owr des gns, wlnch,
however eugendeied, was, during tlus perod, exaited by the
malevolince of the native and the extiavagance of the Euiopean
press,® until at la:t “the cartindge’ appemed, with its alleged
mgys’ and cows’ {at, to cement the umon of the two classes of
our subjets apainst ns,

I'he cartridge was the proximale cause of the i1evolt; and
the 1evolt itself 15 now becomig the fulerum on which the leve
to upset the Bast 1rdin Company is Lo be madeto1est, Yot the
1evolt proves notling agamst the generd admnistration of
Incha, and only shows that theie have becn gieat mustales
committed 1 the military depaitiment, where the Company holds

* Tlow closely the Englhish piess 18 watehe ! by many of the mma educated
natives may be seen from the following passage, copied from a letler wiitton by
o ITindoo of rank, 1 the month of June last ~-

¢ I eannot buf 12giet the tone of several 1ecent arlicles on 16] gious subjeets,
espec ally one m the Bengal Hukmwn ' headed Clistiamty v Biah u nisw
These thimgs with a gieaced em wdge have led to fenful 1esulls, Tioy ray
pro nole tie cause of Chr stianty but thoy ean hmidly be said to o noto that
of humanity, when they cause so many 11mocent poople Lo be slaughteied ¥’
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but dwvided sway Il was not, be it 1emembered, fiom & servant
of the Company, bul of the Ciown, that the order tssucd which
provoked the explosion at Mcout,  Bud though theie has been
a mutimy, there hag been no msmiection. 'We bhave lost con-
tiol over & laige tiack of countiy, nol by the people duving us
ont of 1t (they were too well pleased with our 1ule for that), bug
by ow Ximopean officials being compellel to flee fiom bands of
mutineers, who soughl to destioy them and plander the countiy.
Cluefs and Princes have stood by us 1o a mmvel, all the trading
classes me with us, so aie the landholdas, and even the pea-
santry, with few exceptions, in evely prov nee but Oude, whete,
as yet, we are regarded as mvaders It behoves us now to
bewais, lest by mdiscreet publie spealung, and prcapitate pas-
sionate legislation, we biing upon omselves the evil fiom which
we scem to have escaped, and cause the vary suppiession of the
mutiny to give buth to a populal msuneetion.

It unfoitunately happens that the Diast India Company and
ity servants, though closely conneeted wth, we¢ mght almost
say, every family in the country, are viewed with unfuendly
cyes by men of cvery class and oider, This piobably mises
fl 1) thl.‘:ll.' lld‘r’l[lg tU l].UH-l ‘Wltll 1 UL G5 'ﬂ"llUHL- lli.l-]JltH H.H(]. Fﬂbllllﬂﬂ
alc 80 foreign to our own, that measures smted to meet theny
wants often stiike those not conversant with Dastern subjects
as being stiange and unaccountable, [t 18 casier to blame than
to lemn, aud & fluent abuse of what they do not understand
enables many to eseape from the mortification of avowing that
they aie1gnorant, Jealousy ever tieads haid upon snccess, and
the East India Company, when left to itself, has been the most
nnifoimly suceessful governing body in the woild  Lvery check
which it has ever susiammed may be tiaced 1 some shape or
other to those distwbing influences which the late Load
Metealfe had 1 s mind when he said, 1 the heaing of the
autho1, that “the 1eal dangers of British India would com-
mence fiom the day when the party spirit of the British Pa-
liament should be brought to bear direetly on 1ts adnunistration.”

The Company’s troops weie suceessful in evety wai, and
cvely war enga,cd 1 was admitted to be justifinble, until the
lnckless Afghan cxpedition was foreed upon the reluctant Court
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m Leadenhall Sticet by the mmistty of the day, m 1838,
Smee then, the Company’s 1ule has ceased to be as fim and
eonsistenl as 1 wWas bﬁfﬂlﬂ, hecanse Govirnor-Gonerals took
ther tone fiom Downing Sticet, and shaped then mcasmes
accortingly,  Still 1t 15 most anyust to tax the Company with
yermssness m those branches of admmistiation over whieh they
wotamed thew sway,  1f thady Government 1 India has cired, 1t
has been less fiom hanging back than fiom advanemg too
wamidly sith its improviments, and striving too havd to keep ap
with “ the spint of the age ™ I the thnty yemd’ settlemont of
the revenue, a vorlkk of immense labow, sere sll that theie was
to show, the agnealtural classes m Upper Ind & evinee by their
present conduet thetr sense of the value of that blessing,
Conscious of 18 own amiety fo piomote the welfaie of ats
subjeets, the Indim Government {or 2 winle forgol the neeessity
of bemg physically stiong, as well as benesolently dusposed. 1t
was conseguently taken by surprise, but has not found the fabme
of:ts power to crumble beneath the shock. Ilow s thas?  Is
1t not a proof U al for one hnndred yems we have bem moving
m the mght din-etion, slowly, 1t may be, 1n the opunon of plat-
form ora.ors, but as vapidly as is consmstent vath safety m such
a country as Indha? Those who “ account mechameal mventions
the great agents m the history of mankmd?” will, of conrse,
blame the Indian Government for nolt having overspread the
Tand wath radlroads. Yot the tinth s, that works of this elnss have
pechaps gone o wmath greater speed than s guite eonsisient with
safety 3 and the only blame attachng to the Government 1, for
not having suffi nently appremated thens tentleney to ereate nlorm
m that Brahmmnieal bhdy whose milninee 16 was folly to yamove,
Another cry, procecding from the same quuier, blames
the Indhan Goveinment for not having covercd thew termtory
with Ewopean colonists, No account 1s taken of the obstacles
opposedd by Natore to Butish colomsation m any but temperate
chimates, Enghishmen will never go to Indin, excopting to mnke
fortunes to be enjoyed in other lands, and under » milder sun.
Londed cstates would by such settlers be mevely beld as sab-
siiaiy fo  commemcwd speenlations.  Should they becowe
nameions, the cffeets of the.domnation of race over race wonld
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be exlbited on a seide to surpass, as 1s well remmked by the
Indoplnlus of “The Times,” all that 15 recarded of the Noi-
mans 1 lingland, o of the Omangemen m Tieland,  In ¢on-
fumation of this view, take the [ollowmp passages 1 a letlor
addressed Lo the author, in the yen 1854, by a most intelhgont
ITindoo geitleman m Bengal —

““ The {act is, that Liwiopean tiaders have obtamed, in many
places m the mbenor of the Bengal Piesidency, almost uncon-
trolled power,—an power which they mie seldom sufficienily
scrapulous not to exert o the myomy of tlose with whom they
come 1 contact, It 19 not exaggeration to say each indgo
factory, together with its suniounding estats, 19 a little kingdom
wilhin itself, wheicin avauee and tyranny hold unlumited sway.
The police 1s too fechle to 1ender effectual aid in supmessing the
lawless oppi1ession of the factor.”

Those who 1mse the ery for colonisation, and other kmdied
measures, ave the onginal authois of the :zlamowr commenced
in Calcuttn, and, though now dymg out, for a while 1c echoed
m London agamst the present Goveinoi-Genewal and his
councillots, These gentlemen, who undatake fo teach the
Governor-Geneial his duty, and choose the most embarrassing
moment for downg so, have, 1 fact, but one g1eat object at heatt,
and that 1s, Lo get 1id of the Civil Service, which stands as a
proteciing baiiter between them and the people of the country.
It 18 with th s end m wview that they have spread ramows of
hisser sion in the Supreme Counal, and sought to stir the
eallant Commander -m-Chief 1mio opposttion to the Goveinment,
of which he is at once s member and the servant.  The fuiious
abuse of My, J P, Guant springs fiom th: same sowmce, and.
tends to the same end. Thai gentlewnan’s talents being un-

questionable, he 15 taved with piresumption and vamity by a
wiiber who, having suved, as he tel's ug, unda S Cha:les

Napier, has caught not a few of the witty old Genewal’s foibles,
among others, that of an outiageous antipathy to the Civil
Seivice. To cxplain to the Tinghsh 1eader the natwie of Mr,
Giant’s mission, 1t 18 nccessmy to state that, as the enemy s
eapelled fiom the iich provinees of Upper India, it becomes
actually necessaiy to provide for thegresuscifation of somethmng
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hke1cgular goveinment, other wise all the rovenue now m abey-
ance would be lost, and the proviaon of {ood aud caviage for
the samy wounld become almost unprachieabl,

Mi Grant’s nusston hes no objeets, one 1s to put together,
mto something ke worlang oudet, the fiagments of ow tem-
poranily shattered systemn of wtewnal govamment 5 the other,
thal of putting as speedy a stop as possible {o the ficiee mea-
sures of vindietiva retalintion, buiming of villnges, and wholesale
haneing, which, however natwial under the ewrenmstances of the
tune, cauld not but hate o 1umous effect, 1l peisisted 1w (o «
moment longel than stan wecess by wartanted. What those
measures wete, will be seen fiom the tollowing passage, extiacted
fiom a letter wutlen at Cawnpoie by an intelhgent young
officer, detained at that station by wounds 1ecetved 1m Gencial
ITavelock’s fiist advance tow.rds Liucknow

“ The Inglish nensprpers are i htfally sloodthusty and
revengeful Sy awe the people here; but I hope a stop will be
put to wholesale hanging I bave seen a lice ornomented with
nme o1 ten Sepoys m a few mwnutes by our men. They just
tied feet together and hands hehind back, ope round neek, and
thiow.ng the other end over a low luanch, up ihe foliow wert,
But these nere fllows caught with aims in then hands  The
talk here 18, ¢ Uuut down every Sepoy I’ If they do, tiey will
keep the ffunes ahive foi long.  As to thew wassacies, I shonld
hke to come 11 upon them aprepes, to teach them mnmers;
but our civihsed officeis and men would, if allowed, swpass
them 1n horrors by way of 1eprsal, which I tlunk as bad as the
original,” ¥

# The followirg is ftom a second lefter fiom the same pen+  * Peoplo at
homa, as well as those hme seem to tave gona mad about r1evenge  TTaif.a-yem
ago tk was nioug, ciuel, and {y1annical to nt o natove, even it he wore unperti-
nent+ and a8 to cll ng hun o ‘ngger * oh, honior | Hul now nothy g 1w 1alf
punishment enough  The magstiate catches a nigger upon so ne so1t of ev denco
he 15 made out a Bepoy, o1 rebel, and of cou so ordured off to the gallows and
gometimes 15 previonsly flogged  The gallows ave muected wheve the women were
muidcred, and the ewdpuib 1s made to e tie ground where blood 18 supy ostd to
exist, and every soldies o1 person gives the ias 11 a 1ok with a ghek 61l U o e
head bleeds, Some ciam g case irto hs mouth, ard 1f the wioteh 1cfuses to
open his month the most gentle pems me not 10501ked ko 1 o1der to compel



29

It 18 hardly necessaiy heie to vepent the 1efatation of the
silly story of the 1elease of 1650 mutimcers by Dy, Grant, tiongh,
m sp te of 1bs maniftst falsel ood, 1t obtaned eredenee 1n quattas
supposed to b above the 1each of vulgar delusion  ITad editors
been capable of eool 1eflcction, a glaace at thie map nmight have
assuied them that the whole was a fabucation, Cawnpoie s
about 200 nul s fiom Benares, If Gene al Nell had taken any
muimeers, 1ed hantl, 1 was most unlikely that he, who had hung
so0 many, shoald suddinly have cestated, and cofiried thew
eases to Mr, Giant, who, without sueh 1efeence, (ould not have
had fime to micimcddle,” But the objeet was to get up a ay
agamnst tho Civl Servicey and so the tale was sazed on, and
wiitten about, until the next mal came m, and the spileful
bubble hmst. We ate as yet without any information as to the
lunits of Mi. Giant’s powers, but we n ay be asswed that there
will be no mtufercnce with the nulitary authonties wheie
maitial law prevails, thougl much will doubtless be done in
anticipat on of the peiiod when el authoiily may with safety
be r1e cstablished. .

The dustruction of all the tecords will make the re-adjust-
ment of the 1evenue, and the 1ecognition of landed tenuies, a
work of the first importance to mdividuals as well gs to the state,
and one which none but an experienced eivil functionary can pos-
sibly petfoim, ILet those who propose to leave all such mattess
in mihimy hands 1eflect whether, 1f a sumilar stoim had vistted
Ingland, and swept away all the title-deeds and documents m
the country, 1t 1s fiom the ITorse Guaids that they wounld have
sought fou the man to clear away the 1ubbish, and 1eduee the
troubled mass into order,®  The great danger that now thieatens

him to do 5o+ and many other ike p2 acfieal jokes me cnnnled 01 Now, I would
hang the enlprit myself and flog hun too with pleaswme hut a8 many nalives
come to enjoy the enferfanment 1 would 1ead the ciime and sentence, nnd
nothing more should be mfhicted, but heie I am consilmed mad, because I aee
any ham m such 1eprisals  What a very Just adea the nstives must have of the
atrocit es they committed when they see us now tiymg om utmost to vie with
thel mgenmty It won & be many months befome The Times ’ will turn 10und,
andl then we shall not have many confessing they agslsted at the fun, ’

® Tt may hewe be allowed to say o woid aboul the tnlaries of Civil seivanis
Ihose who think them too high shouid ask themselves thus gquestion Would
any man with 1000 n year, secured to lum iy London, go ont to live undel an
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Upper Indha 1s deaith, perhaps fanme.  To avat this cnl may
be difficult, a1 d, 1f the sangumary poliicians of Caleutla held
the sway, woild be impossible.  Judgmng fiom the tenor of
their witings, indeed, we may al nost assume that Lhey weuld
exter 1 1nate the fitty imlhens of Uppm India, and then il at
the Government fou letting the land fill ont of coltav o

Of all the abswditios spungmg up m the comse of tlis
discussion, none 18 more cabiavagant than the attenpt to hnl
the mutiny m some way with the tortwmre-story biouglt home
fiom some 1emote province m Southern India, where, as was
well remarked by the Dal of TTanowhy, it is difficult to pio-
teet the people, beeanse they wil not help you to proteet them
selves,” It i3 evar necessary to 1o nmd the purely Tiighish
reader that India 18 a counbiy as Imge as Lwope, and that what
may be tiue of one provuce may never have been heard of m
another.  In the Gangetie portion of Bitish Tudia no such
thing as authoused toitwme has cver beun knowny and this,
mdecd, was admtted m the House of Toids, and accounted for
by the chatable supposition that the haidy chaacter of the
people in that qumta deteried the Coutt of Dueetors fiom
sanchiomng  1ts  ntroducthiom!  As  the author lumis hes
1emaales to the provinees connceted with the Bengal Presidency,
he must Jeave the membeis of the Madias Seivice to difund
themselves, as they are well able to do.  But though 1t 1s
shiange that the ewuel practices of which aman of some note, not
long smee, tol Lafarmers’ mecting that he had milicted a volume
of official prools on u happy party assewmbled ol a counliy seat,
cdid not stir eyon the softer 1aees of Southein India Lo 80 ne nets
of mutmy, it 15 stranger st 1l to know what actually dud onee
povoke a rebellious movement m that very 1cgion.

In the yem 183Y a 1ebellion noke out m the distiict of
Mangalote, on the westein coast of the Indian Pemmsula, Tt

Ind an sun and lead a lonely hfe in the mtenior for less (than double o1 even
treble that sum? NMulbply o stay-at home salmy by il1ee, und yon w1l cone
neay to the Indiay equivalent. Mowzover, whete men ate lmgely tuasted, they
musgt be lmgely prid, and no men a ¢ so Imgely tiusied 1§ the Civil and Politieal
setvants of the Indian Goveinment.—Sce on this point, Lord Maeauluy’s
 Issays on Chive and Hast ngs
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gpread Tike an cp demie, infeebing every clase, oven the oflicers
of Gevam wnd of eve y grade, some of whom 1'ed to dissmade
the Cillect n fiomt sending off the public ticaswe o a veysel
that was Incluly W hand, w ovder that it 1ught be 1eserved for
the msmgents who we ¢ then advancmg towaids the station.
This movement was suppiessed by the anval of troops m
steamers ftom Bombay, and with the ad of the people of the
new ly-conquared provinee of Caoig,  Now, what was the cause
of this msmucetion 7 It was nothiny mote nor less than our
humane subshitnlion of {he proeess of sclling Iand, m 1ealisabion
of public and puvate debts, for the simple cocieive mensuies m
use under Asiatie 1nlers, or what we should eall loiture.  Now,
no one would piopose to allay the discontents on the Dlalabar
coast by the 1¢ mtioduction of the good old pactice of subject-
118 the bodies of defaulters to a hittle suffening, and leaving thewr
lands untouched , hut such instances as the above should teach
those whose knowludge of India 1s seanty, to bewaie of passing
hasty ecnsmes upon the men by whom that extinordmary
cmpire has been governed, with such undcmable suceess, fiom
the days of Clive until the outbieak of the present distuibances,
for which 1t remams to be scen wlo 1s 1esponsible. A letter of
the Duke of Wellington, dated 13th October, 1803, 1s full of
istinction to censois of the class in questien, Writing on the
shsmdity of tiymg to 1educe things in Incia to the Luiopean
standmd, he thus expresses himself:  “In shot, the only con-
clusion to be diawn fiom all iefleetion and 1easomng on this
subjeet is, that the Biitish Government in India is a phenomenon,
and that 1t wi}l not answer to apply to 1f, m 1ts pesent state,
aither the rules which gwde other goveinments, ov the reason-

ing on which these 1ules are founded » #

But the most serious, and certainly the most popular, as
buing the wmust Cuﬁ:ly undci stood, chaige aganst the Indian
Government 1s, that of taxing it with religious indiffeience, and
even hostility, Lo the diffusion of Chiistian knowledge thioughout

its dommions,
At the by-gone peiod, when that chaig: had some appear-

* Charwood, vol  p. 411,
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ance of tiuth, 1t might have been brought ag uust the Govern-
ment of Dugland, us will aw agamst ¢ at of India, The culy
years of this centmy were eatainly not yaus of wchgous /eql,
ard our public men m the Fast pmitook of the apathy which
mevatled amor g o Gallos m oofliee b home, As 1 s
foolmy 1evived m the notha country, 1t was Liadually eommu-
nieated to the dependency.  Bishops wete appomitc 1 chmelies
butli, the numerweal stiength of the elencal bady wiy mereascd,
the stuet, at least the decotous, o stivance of the Sabbath
was cnforced, the utmost hiccdom was allowed to mssiona y
bodies, Amencan as well as Bmtish, whose ngents traversed
the length and bieadth of the eountiy at the pleasuie, and,
mole tlan that, were, when well-mannovcd and good i puists,
cver treated, not only wath politencss, bub with respeet, by
the natives, espee ally by the Ilindoos.  Iigher testimony was
never boune to the moral and intellcetual merits of any hody of
men, than will be found in a speeeh dehvered o the Th ghsh
language by 2 natne gentleman in Calentin, himself a Tindoo,
on the 25th July last, in praise of the Chustinn missionaries
in Bengal

It 13 enidens to obse ve how the disposition to emip at our
Lastein admunstiation veers 1ound with the varymg humow
of the time. At the begumng of ihis eentwy, the Bud of
Ilope winds up the fust pmt of his pocm with an apostiophe
to the Ilindoo Olympus, wnploring its mtervention {o avenge
the wiongs endwed by the “echildien of Biana® at the
hands of the “fiee-born Biitous? of those days, Seiiswatice,
Canideo, and Sunese, are invoked by name, and the “tenth
avatar ¥ 1s hm ed by a Chustian poct with moie than llmdoo
favom. Now a-days the tade is twined, and om eountiymen m
Indin aie accused, with cqual mjustice, though less magi-
nation, of uwndue defeience to the seruples and feehngs of the
people over wiom they weie once sad to tyiannise. Both
charges may, 11 as far as the Gangetic provinees p1e concerned,
be pronounced to be figments The rchgious ;v superstibious
fechngs of own subjeets have, in that pat of ont empue, nevér
heen either ouliaged o1 petted. Salutcs to idols, ov parades m
howour of Ilindoo festivals, nre unknown on the Lanks of the
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({anges, whatcver may be the easc m the Southein Penmsula,
All that emn be alleged against the Comany’s govarnment
m that quarter 19, that 1t has kept farth with those high-casie
men whom 16 1ecewved mio its scaviee, and with rchigious wstablish-
ments fomnd by us i possession of endowments when we took
the land fto nats former r1ulers. Lven m this 1espeet, the leaning
of oul admmustiabion has for the last thuty ycms been ducetly
the 1everse of whai 1s often, wilh ove confidence, assoted.
This will appem ftom the followmy passige taken fiom the
pamphlet of Mi, I 1I, Robmson, to which we have before
efenied : -

“The Government have of late yems systzmatically 1esu ned
all 1ehigious endowments, an extunsie inguny has been gong
on wmto all endowments, giants, and pen:io1s; and in almost
every onc m which the contimuance of 1¢hglo s endowments has
been recommended by suboidmate revenue wflhorities, backed
by the Boaid of Revenue, the fiat of confiscation has been
issued by the Government,”—(Page 17 )

Whether these confiscations, or 1esumpt ons, ss they wele
rplled, were wise or jast, 1s a matter of dispute ; the fact of ther
occurrence 1s unguestioned , and that fact alone is a proof of no
over-indulgenee having been shown to estabhshments having the
suppoirt of cither the 1lindoo or the Mahommedan faith for thew
object, Lt 18 1cmatkable also that the natives themselves coupled
the idea of 1ehgious zcal m their Chiistian 1alers with activity
in canlymg ounl these very measuies,  The author hasmore than
once had the question put to him whether Mr. A, B, and M.,
C. D., gentlemen known for the stiiclness of their views, did
not account it a duly to bear haid upon the Moosulman and the
Brahmin, and the conjunction of these Mtheito dissociable
names stiuck him at the tune as omnous.  If may be reeorded,
as woirthy of notice, that Hurdeo Bukhs, the landholder, to
whose good offices Messis, Ldwnids and Probyn, of the Cil
Service, owed thew cscape fiom the fate which oveirtook the
‘other fugitives fiom Futtehghur, 18 said to have declwed, that
m saving these Inghsh nen, at some hazaid to liuself, he
was actunted by s giateful 1ecolleetion of kindness shown to
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s (ather by tle very gentlonmn ™ flom whose pu pllet the
passage above cited 1s takcn,  Munceh sbress hins boen Indd an the
ense of the Bialim m nabnve oflicar gontly withdinwn from has
1em ent afler his canversnion 1o Chustwnty, Tl event hap-
pened nearly futy yeats ago, 1 yob il s spohen of and puowhed
upon ag if 1t wae an aet of the anling power of the presant day.
"Those concernad in it have long stee passed away, Yt m yustice
to the depaited, let us consider what the enemstunces of our
empue wee mtheyear 1819, Two 1ol wars, that wath Nepal
on the Bast, and with the Mahiattay a1 Pindaniecs on the West,
had just been bronght to a conelusion, at the passions exeited by
the struzgle had not even begun to ¢aol. Runjeet Sy, al the
head of the S1ths, shionger at that time than when they after-
wards tested cwm mettle to the utmost, though his good sense
had withheld him fiom takmg advaninge of ow meiely appaient
difficulties, winle engaged orly with foregn focs, wight have
found, i such a fallng off 0 our own tiocops as we me now
withessing, an oppottumty too tempting fo1 cven his mudnee
to have mithstood, A mutiny m 1819 would have heen a moe
se1lous matter than we find it now, for 2hen therie was no
stearr to shorten distarece.  Trwelve months mast tave elupsed
before any succours eould have reached Tudia fiom Ingland To
assert that no mutiny was to be dreaded, 1w merely to beg the
whole question at 1ssue, and theicfore we must conclude that
they who blane what was done hy the Goverument of the
Mayguis of Ilastings, i 1819, would, 1f they bad heen in power,
have followed a contrary course, and taken thewr chanee for the
consequences, even 1f the loss of the cmpne sdi had Leen
among the 1esalts to be apprchended. What would have hap-
pened 1n that case cannotf, of comse, be known, but whal has
happened we see and feel  The men of 1819 have tiansnutted to
us an empue which has not certaily been brought o jeopardy
by over~adhercnce to then prneiples of government, but wluch

¥ The Iite Mi, P. H Robinson had held the office of Commigsioner of the
Tuttehghm division not long befoie he left Ind'a, It is hoped that the above
angedote nry diaw attenbon to his clever and ou'g nal pamphlet

&
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we mee, nevertheless, now 1educed to o stivggle to preserve a1d
hand down to ow sucecssor s

But m what foim t1e we to tiansmt ¥ 2As an nbsolute
conquest, Lo be ruled ovar m the manw most consonand with
the wishes and passions of the dommant minonty, o1 as & comntry
held by an offimal tenme, where the duly of the Govcinment,
geting as taustee Lo the estate, 15 to cudeavour to administes
it for the henefit of the vanious 11ees mte ested inats well 1 ?
Tee firge of these Lwo nodes of tuto will he 41 ¢ 1 st pupuhu 11
Ingland, and with whit e called “de mdependent Tato
peans ” m Fudia, It wil he populan with that moe nwinetous
tha1 sagnéious class, which hates the bas. India Company, it
knows not why., It may allmie the muustry of the day by the
pronuse of a vast accesston of drcet pover, ficed fiom the
harassing necessaity of having often to contend with men of
superior mtclhgence, whose counsels therersn pre-determanation
to oveniule, To the Ilorse-Guards, also, the ay for a -
modelling of the Goveinment of India, and the re-conquest of
a counfiy whieh has never revolied, musé have an attractive
sound, for it holds out a prospeet of maeased pationage, and
the 11ddance of that standing perplexity —the Company’s amy,
The absolute-conquest scheme will also command the suffiages
of such proselytising societies as seck for the co-operation of
Goveinment, without distmetly declmiing whiat the natue of that
co-operation 18 {0 be. The same scheme will, of course, be m
favour with the *mdependent Lwopean” class i Indha, for 1t
iy with them that it ougmates, Thus tleic 13 a foanndable
display of mtercsts 1n support of a scheme which, nevaitheless,
appears to be fianght with both mjustice and danger. It 1s
unjust to visit millions with peimanent humiliation on aceount
of the misconduct of some thousands, whowm we have omselves
detached fiom the bulk of the peaple and brought into an
avtificial state, moie dwrectly under our own mfluence than that
of any other section of the community, It will be dangeious
to attempt, with our numeiieal digparity, tc mirodunce a system
only to be sustamed by an ever present and ever-watchlul
superionily of physieal foree  Admit that we can conguer and

seatter evely enemy whom we may for the next thice o1 four
( 2
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yems cncounter 'n the ficld, stall the guestion will vemam of,
Ilow 1s the presswe to be kept up whieh, 1 the case supposed,
will continually, be 1cquned to suppress the heavings of discon-
tent? A mmghty force 15 now assembhng onthe Upper Ganges,
—a forge, perhaps, a little In execss to the means of feeding or
moving ; eavahy without hoises, sappeis who cannot wotk
the sun, and mbllery to supersede, 1ather than to co-operate
with, that noble corps of Bengl, pronounced even by Sn Chailes
Napier to be perfeet.  Of all th s anay, if deprived of the assist-
ance of native ticops 1 the discharge of dutus mvolving econ-
tinued cxposme to chmate, at least twenly par cent would,
befoie a year 1s out, be dead, and {ew fortheomng to supply
then place mm wiat would then be considered an unattractive
SeI'Vice.

It 1s necessmy heie to 1emind the Inglish ieader how
almost merethbly small 18 the Dmiopean machinery employed m
the govarnment of India, Excepting at about ten stations, far
apait fiom each other, along a hine of nemly 1200 nules
extent, there 1s not an atmed Luiopean to be seen fiom the sea
to the boundary of the Punjaub, These stations me mostly on
the Ganges and *he Jumna ; whlc to the 155t and left of those
1vels vast provinees, peopled by moie imlhons than half Tmope
contamms, aie governed by hittle knots of Uinghsh functionaries,
sometimes only two or thice, and seldom moie than five or six
in number, with nothing butl native physteal force to support
them 1In its veiy essence, such a system, resting mainly on
moin] influence, is of comse onc of compromise. The prople
yield then obedience to all the fan behests of then 1ulers, bt
expeet 1 1etwin to have thetr soml {reedom 1espeeted, nnd to
be exempt fiom 3l anthontative mtcameddling with their 1eli-
gion They also caleulate upon being subjected to no movel
mode of taxation, and upon the bulk of what 1s levied on them
bemg token W the form of the porbion of the produee of the
land, assigned by immemoilal custom to the ruling powar to
meet the exigencies of the state  Partial devistions from this
comse may be submitted to (though even to these fierce oppo-
sition has at times been made), but any such alteiation of the
whole revenue system, as is evidently contemplated by the advo-
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eates of the * colonising™ policy, would cstrange lom us the
good-will of the now well-affected ngiicultuial class. Two m
stances of open icsistance to fiseal innovat ons may hete be
noticed, the one took place in the yem 1879, when the towns-
people of Benaves, to the nwuber of hall-s-nulhon, lft then
omes and bivourcked m the ficlds, until the Government
yielded to then pctition for the abolition cf a 1ccently imposed
house-tax ; the other ocomied at Barcilly m the yem 1816,
when a police tax, eventaally cusned mto cffect, provoked on its
first enforeement an armed resistance, which soon assumed a
religious Mahommedan aspeet, and was only quclled, with the
loss to the msmgenta of about 1500 killed and wounded, by the
fiimness of thiee compames of Bengal Sepoys.

The proposed substitute for the immemoiial land revenue
has not yct been distinetly stated, but, considering the quata
whenec 1t may be expected to procecd, its tendency most pro-
bably will be {o meke the Indian Goveinment pay foi the cotton
to be supphed to Manchester, Tlis end will be vitually gained
merely by 1educing the assessment on land, and leaving 1t to
the lastein exchequer to find 1n new 1mposts an equivalent for
that of which it will thus, for the fiist tize m the hstoiy of
India, bo deprived,

It 18 impossible to 1ead what daily appems in prmé without
percerving that the scheme of Colonmal Goveinment, onee ciied
up as fraught with blessings 4o the people of Indie, 1s now
bwit upon a studied disregaid, or 1ather hatied, of therr 1ace.
Tlus, indeed, 18 openly avowed by the hasty, and 15 moplicd m
the suggcstions of the more cautious, advoeates of the mcasuie,
To take a specimen of each :— A lctter mnserted in the “ Moin-
ing Post” of the 26th November, and professing to come fiom
Indin to a couicspondent in Paug, conimns the following
passage: “ The hatied of the Bengalese, whatover s calling,
1s such, he will be tieated like a ferocions wild beast; he 18 one,
and we 6 to treat him, forsooth, as a mild and faithfui Iindoo,
Oh, tlus lovely countiy —for in some pmts 1t 18 a paradise
—to think that the 1ace of Ilam should enjoy 1t under a
mild Chustian 1ule, and not appieciate the goodness of God!
Lngland muost make the Goveanment a Colomal one, and no
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native of India, for many yems to come, privileged to cnjoy
s shaie 1 1ta bounty, or hold an oilico of erher fiusi or

1esponsibility.”’
The use her: made of the name “ Bungnlese” warianis s

suspreton that the letler was wutten by a Caleutte ecockncey,
unawaie of the fact, that although owr nalive soldicis i that
quarter are called Bengal Sepoys, Lhete 18 not a Bengalce among
them, DBengalec 18 a nanme caclusively applied to the nafive of
Buugul PLDUGL. Thaio aie fﬂlty willions of this LG, and it
hard to make that pottion of our subjuets the speeial objects of
our hate; for to them the tiiumph of the mutineers would have
been so fatal, that we may be assmed of the sincerity of the
payers which they offered up for our suceess,

The Bengalee 18 a tinmud bemg, and may be dealt with at
cdiscietion ;3 but 1f 18 as well to thuk how the other ¢ childien of
ITam”’ wall relish the scheme for 1educing them to the condition
of serfs m ther own land. X 1s almost usecless to wasto
argument on go vild a scheme as that for Helotizing all Indig,
with 1ts 170 mill ons of inhabitants, of who n one-fonth are not
yet under our dommion, More conmderation 1s, however, due
to a graver projeet, lately pesenicd to the pubhie m the foim
of a letter prmted in ““The Times ” of the 2d December, The
project 18 detamled 1n six separate propositions, and these 1t may
be useful to 1eview serzafom , —

1. “India must be kept fieg fiom exteinal wai, and fiom
further expansion.”

A wise suggestion, doubtless, but the Inglish public must be
changed before conguest can be stayed. I they will be so
blinded by the glae and ghtter of successlul battle as Lo be
unable fo see when a conquest 18 unjust, ns in the ense of
Seinde, or unnecessary, as i tho ease of Pegu, how 1s 1t Lo be
expeeted that men m power abioad, fo whose ¢ gk hosoms
quict” often “is a hell,” will not ho tampted to mdulge in the
entiemg luxmy of mhtary expeditions ?

2, “The lgh lands of India, noith, cential, and south,
must be sysicmatieally filled with Twmopcan colonies

If the mountamous tiacts m the Hiumalaya, Cossyn, and
Neclpher y ranges aie hee alluded to, there 1s no objection to
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the scheme, exeepling as coneting the mletest of the colonsts,
who, 1 thost mountamoeus tiaets, will fiwd veary pleasant places
to 1cde at, but few spols to pronuse cxtensive profll to any
crcat numbor of aguculiural settlers,  Siould we ever recon-
quer the stte of the anewnt Baetiian kngdom, a colony m &
countiy blest with an al wst Buiopean clunate may be feasible,

g “linghsh ¢ tizenship must be reecgnised i Indioas a
distnict eloment, and be cantiously mmpmted as a reward to
mdividuns, o elasses, and o places.”

An attempl to apply the pohiey of a continuous eontinental
emp e, ke that of ancient Rome, Lo a detached dornmnuon based
upon mati une supcriontty, ke outs in Iidin, would probably
i prwckiee fml B L carties with it a semblance of fairness, but
is intvmaically one sided and partial, as will appear from what
is to follow,

A, “ Well-defined political as well as social ughts should
be granted to all Lnghsh atizens in Indn”

The 1eal dndt of this proposition is, thet the Goveinment of
India ought to be placed m the hands of those ¢ unofficial
Lngl shmen who may mgrate to that cowmtiy for a while, to
make o1 to 1cpai a fortune,  This will appear mote clealy in
the sequel.

5, “The Indian Government must not fluctuate with
Bnghsh patty, nor 1its policy he made subsavient to the
slifting polibies of Dwmope,”

This, 1 ke the flist piroposition, 18 a wise one, and farnishes
the best possible migumeni for keeping the Govanment of
India m the hands of a boedy like the Gouit of Ducetors, who,
as the igpmesentatives of o scpaiate eonstitueney, with chateied
rglits, can alone effcet what s hoo tiuly stated to be most
desniable, The same chanman of that Comt who protested
ameillst the Af han wa., m 1838, the Ite DL, St. Geoge
Tucher, said on another oceasion, what en was tine, that

“Indn s of no party.”

gy b done (f gll the Roman previces Towe ¢y 1esemblance Lo But sh
[wla wd tlae the ¢ 1Zuts, ! wity Fen exchiave aght of atomast alion,
st Lo live stocd 10 a positio 1t vary hike th sl of the Civil Seivice of the piesent

day
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6. “The pexmanent burdons of India must, in the long 1un,
be beine by Indie.”

There 18 no objection to be mged agamst this, In fact, it
only appioves of what always has been, for the ITome Ticasuy
has litle canse to complan of Indian wmportunities It is,
however, 1n the omment that {ollows, that the latent mjustice
of the whole scheme is disclosed. laxes are to be voled in
“Priliments consisting of Hughsh aitizens, and of none be
sides.” 'There 19 2 show of consideiation {or the native in the
povision for “imputing Tinghsh eitizenship to uim g8 a 1c-
watd,” but who, tlat knows anylthing of the bearmg of the
1aces towards each other, will fml to peicewve that in such a
motley pmiliament the vowes of the dusky portion would be
diowned by thal of the 10buster wlhites?

The concluding passage of the lekter hiniy at the possinlity
of setting up one of our own Piinecs as King of India, which
very 1der has ere this occuired to two well-informed men of
diftetent countiles and iaces, wilting at the distance of half-a-
century fiom each other. No, 31 of the ¢ Ddmbmgh Roview,”
published i the year 1810, contains the followng speculation
on tue futme Goveinment of Indum -

“ A simple fo m of mbitiary government, tempered by Luio~
peant honowr and Buiopean intelbgencs, 15 the only form whieh
i3 now fit for llindostan. DBut that goveinment shonld be one,
thesinterests of which are identified wilh ihe intaicsts of the
count:y, and mbitiary as 1t must bo, such checks and influences
might easily be apphed as wonld 1ender 1l nmuld and pateinal in
168 exeicise

‘““It has oceunied to ws, then, that the only way to escape
grept evil, hoth to India and to Tngland, 18 at onee to give the
former countiy a government to asell, Instead of sending out
a Governoi-General, to be 1ecalled m a few yems, why should we
not constitute one of our ioyal {amily Ewmperor of indosian,
with heieditary succession® The soveraign would then be
surounded by Britons, and the spiut of Buitons would anmmate
and duneet his government. Buwiopeans of all deseriptions would
be mvited to settle 1 hus country, and to identify then mterests
with those of the nation, The productive powers of Furopean
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mdustiy, under the proteeting hand of a Biitish Government on
the spot, would soon give new Iife and new wches to the state,
and the commaercial enterpriss of Britons would find a field of
boundless extent, every yemw piesenting o moie vast and me-
crous produce fiom wlieh to cull for the commerewl aggrandise-
ment of thew count y,” *

The same opnion, supported by almost the very same 1ca-
soning, 1s expiessed mn the following passage, in & letter fiom an
intelhgent Ilindoo at Indore, dated 23d June, 1857, of which
the fist pail has been elicady given ;—

‘““ As T have always been allowed the mdulgence of wting
anythiig to you that comes foremost m my head, I hope you
will excuse a question fiom me, how foolish soever I may appear
m putting it. Pray, why does not Ingland send out a Kwmng
for India ¥ Swely Iler Most Giacious Majesty would have no
objection to instal the Punce Royal to that high office. Sir
Veinon Smith and Sir George Cleik may come out as wuzeeis,
and the IHonomable Comit of Ducctors nay come out as the
council of state. The puneces, and the ntelhigent gentiy and
noblity of India, may fuinmish matenial to form a pmhament, and
India may be governed in India, and for India; I don’t know
who loses by this plan  This countiy has always been governed
by monarchs, The differeizee of 1eligion between the governox
and the goveined will not mignify a bit, secing how endemied the
Ilindoos had become fo Mohammedan kings., Buf onegeat
point will be gamed. Theie will then be some one to think India
his own, and, so far, to take wteirest in its actual prosperity, A
Goveinoi-Geneial for five yenis cannot take a permanent interest ;
he may do something to secuis a pension or a name, but very
little fo1 the country.

“ But I am afiard I am 118mg from the foolish to the pie-
samptuous, and will cnd here.”

Climate, the gieat bar to evary attempt at Duropeanizing
India, would stand i the way of this kingly project. To give 1t
a chance of suceess, an Dnglish Pilnce, with a retinue of cowmties,
must be found 1eady to take a Lfe-long leave of England, to

¥ Lidinbmgh Review,”’ vol ava p 156



42

become the demzens of a tiopical country  This is as little to he
expected as the enugration of the thousands of substantil
Inghshmen who would be wanted to thiust out, m erush, a
conrespo 1ding number of nalive landboldas, and become the
basis of that demoeiatic despotism so evidently desned by the
mot ¢ ardent ndvoeates of colonisation,

Smce, therefore, mexornble climate opposes every mojeeted
change, why should wo quanel with that cflieral tenmie proved
by expertence to adapt wsell to the poeuliatitics of the veeiproeal
position of Iinglaid and India better than iy device that we
now can lt upon? The still existing, thongh perhaps cypuing,
form of 1ule, givas as fice a scope {o the Lmghsh progiessive
spuit as 1s consistent with a duc regard for the stationary
chaacter of om1 Incian subjeets  lieetnie telegraphs have over-
spread the suifacz of Upper Indin, aud probably contiibuted
to alaam what they bestude, ralways mie advanemng steadily,
rndt have had their sharve in starthmg the Bralimmeal divectors
of the Himdoo mund.  Canals to command the admuation of all
engmecrs have been completed, 10ads and buidges have been
constiucted, schools m willages, colleges wm towns, dispensniics,
attended by native practitroncis educated 1n Culeatta, are yeady
incteasmyg m number 1 the intenor.

The settlement of the land icvenue for thiity years nomi.
nally, but in fact i peipetuity, is a blessmg, theii appiewation
of which 13 shown by the gencial good conduet of the land-
holders 1 Upper India dwimg our 1ecent difficulties,

The labour nitending that settlement was lmmense, and
many a young eviian injmed s health, about soventeen yenrs
ginee, by tarymg at the wost tiying season m tonts, Lo canty
on this most important, though not showy work,

The police and adnumstintion of justice in these Gangetic
provinees will, if viewed with icfeience fo the chaiacter of the
people, not be foond to mertl all the 1eproaches bestowed npon
them, wamnly by that “independent® Duiopan eclags” whom
1518 often the panful duty of om judicial officers 1o 1eprove and
vestramn,  The admission by Loid Biougham, that the Privy

* bee anta, p 27 Letters o n & 1 ve of Bengal
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Counell reversed in appeal more, propotionately, of the de-
cistony of Ilew Majesly's judges of the Supreme Cow d thaa i
did of those passed by the Gompany’s judges, 18 8 clem proof
that the latter eannod o so very bad, notwithstanding whai some
other Law-Lowds have declared  If those sages of the beneh
could be lransported to the banks of the Ganges, and placed at
the head of some tionblisome dstriet m Beugal, they would
goonn discover that an aequantance with the native charactor
and langnage 18 there of mma use n the adnimstiat on of
justice than all thoe knowledge thal can be impoited from a land
ol complicated 1iphts and axbificial halnts hike England.*

If; twinng fiom the subjeet of internal management, we look
abroad to what 13 passmg on and beyond our actusl boundary,
what a wondeiful spectacle of administiative skill meets our
eye ! On this, howevel, as it has been stamped with the 1ecent
applause of our Sovereign, 1l 18 needless and would be perhaps
presumptuous, to dilate,

In one depmtment only has theve been any seious fmlure,
and that one, as before 1emaked, 18 not under the Iast India
Company’s entie sway. The supreme command of om forces
m the Last has slways been held by one of Iler Majesty’s
genierals, and to this ciicumstance, perhap s, may be ascribed that
tendeney to centinlisation which 1s smd to have weakened the
authonty and damped the zeal of commanders of hattalions.
Yot, if the regmmental oiganisabion of the aimy has proved
faulty, how admrably have not its admumnstrative depaxtments
worked! No cues have been heard from owr mmies before
Delln o1 Lucknow like those that reached ns fiom the Giimea.
Notwithstanding the preyailmg distuihs 1cc, the commissanat,
nided by the eivil and political authouitics, has proved equal to

evLI'y cmelgency
There 1s, therefore, but one picat vant to he supplied,

namely, that of a good working native arn1y,
In putting this indispensable force logether, eare will, of

1 Repotts of cases decided by the Suddeyr Cowts wsed to he published an-
nmally. The geries was beogun by the hie Bu W Mncnaughten I still con-
tnucd 163 aepublication 1a Ingland would probably fuanish the Lest 10ply ta

mne 1 that 19 < ul aganist the Co npany s judieial ofl cers
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comse, be taken not to fill 1t with too many men of the same
elass. Geogiaphieal cucwmstances tended to mtioduee this evi)
mto the now d ssolving a1 ny,

The Bombay mmy, bemg diawn fiom the motley population
of a sea hoatd, puttook of the charactcr of those from among
whom 1t was 1aised. The Bingal army, on the contiay, was
formed far inland and diew its reciwts wainly from the agie
eultural class.,  This may account for the soit of {amily fecling
that pervades the whole body  Henceforwmd we maust enhst
from vavnous classes, not, pethaps, mxmy them pronusenously n
the 1anks, but formmg them mto stpmate battalions or compa-
nies, aceording to thew tathe

Gooikhas and Sikhs will, of comse, be lmgcly employed,
yet woe must not cverdo ths, lest, m extimguishing one evil, we
should give buith to another. Lveiy meicenay mimy has s
dangerous aspect, and 1t 1s possible that oven owr own coun-
tiymen, if stationed permanently in large bodies on the Ganges,
might cateh the Pimtonian cohott {eeling, by some belicved to
have been at the bottom of owr Sepoysy’ veeent miusconduet A
great, but not an extravagant, mevease o the permanent Euro-
pean force will be demieable.  Tn Oude, Holnlennd, and perhaps
in Bundlecund, new stations for Duiopean troops will be wanted ;
but m the 1est of Gangetic India (apait fiom the PPunjaub), 1t
will probably be thought enough to add the fortiesses ol Alla-
habad and Dellu, and the town of Dacea,® to the posts to be
in future occupied by that desetiption of force,

Leaving, howevel, the resuseitation of a native mumy on the
Ganges to be diseussed by those professionally famliar with the
subject, let us now consder how the eivil and political branches
of the public admimstintion me hkely to be affected by the dig-
turbing afluence of the late explosion on the nunds of ow
subjects abroad, and of ouwr countrymen both at home and

¥ In the Cosayn hills to the east of Dacet, at an clovation of about 6000 feot
above the level of the sea, theie 15 ab o place called Myiung, a high table-lund
sdmirably suited for a Duropean contonment  The situntion 39 n most command.
ing one, with Assam on the noith and Sylhat on the south, Theie is wates .

carriage fo the foot of the Julls on both sides and the spot w ta be 1eached i
three mprches flom Assam and m two from Sylhot
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abroad  Of all the pauls in prospeet, none aie so formidable
as those to be diended fiom the last-montioned of these two
soutces, Il we could keep our countiymen within bonnds, the
difienlty of eoniecting ov guarding against the suspiaons and
alaims of our native subjeets would be wondeifully dimimshed.
It is & hmd thing to ealm the minds of & very senmtive people,
who ate constanily told by Inghshmen of authority and weight,
that what the Loenl Government assurcs them wall noi he done,
must, and shall, be attempted, 1t 18 tiue that these declara-
tions aie, lo1 the most part, quaificd by a disavowal of any
desiic Lo sco cocrcion o1 bubery employed to cffeet the desucd
end.  But when in the conrse of any diseussion the mode of
stating facts 18 calenlated to make but one impiession, 16
matteis hittle whether the object be expressly acknowledged or
not.,

Detached declaiations, disclaiming the only 1ational conelu-
sion deduable from the premises, will, in such cases, only
excite a susprcion that the 1esl object 15 one that cannot,
without inconvenience, be clealy and explicitly avowed.

The preceding 1emarks bear more Immediately on the
writings and speeches of the proselytizing bodies m England,
who, though enjoying the fullest hberty of porsuasion, are shill
discontented , but they may be often found to apply to those of
pohticel speculators also. Two speciinens of startlng lucubia-
tions of the Iatier class have already been given, but as neithe
of these derive any weighl fiom the quater whence they pio-
ceed, 1L seems desnable o adduce another sample, having the
sanction of the well-known name of the Member fon Shefficld,
This gentleman and his fuiends eannob be said {o have cowted
discussion, for m the 1eporl of what passed at a meetimg held
i St. Matin’s IIall, on the 17th December, 1t appears that all
the speaking was on one mde, and that a gallant captain who
tuied to make mmself heard was, “by a unanimous vote of the
meeting, expelled the 100m 7

The speech thus guarded against any inmediate contiadiction
opens with a {ar and true desciiption of the empiic esteblished mn
India; but goes too far m it adulation of the people of Lingland,
when it asserls the fabiic {o be one of their 1earing, The people
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of England as u nation, actup thiengh its logitiate mgans, the
Parhament and Mumnstiy of the day, contubuted lttle Lo the
completion of the work beyond furmsinng the Hast Tud Coni-
pany with a body of Fuaropran tioops, sluch tlal Company
could, if pexnmtted, cwily have ansed don adsell Thete is, of
course, no question as Lo the power of the nation to deal g af
likes with whatever may have been acquuted by wy of its mom.
bers, but evay mgument adduced to defend the sasuie of the
imperinl estate eeated by the Bast Tndia Gompany thiough the
ngency of 1ty own scivanty may be wscd to Justify tie lnying
hands on all the propeity of cvery 1alway o1 jomt-stock com-
pany m this kangdom. It was by an aceident, tather than by
any deep design, that a tiadmg company was fiom the fiist
interposed between Ghieat Dutain and its depondency, bat lo
that acaident 18 1t mamnly owmg that the present goneration
has got any Fastern cmpite to dispute about., Fiance stmted
at the smme time as Inglal d m the Indian race, but the Diench
ministry divected the operalions of the Pieneh officers, while a
tiad ng Company, mesided ovar by men of the middle oider,
impatled theih own homely vigowmw to the founders of tho
Dﬂglmh dounmon 1 the Dast,

Thus the preat talents of Bussy, and other Thench officais
on the spot, wauie neufialized by comily influenees emanating
from Versmiles; while Clive, with his coadjutors, were serecned
by the mtervenbion of ther eommerenl employers fiom what
would have pioved the equally baneful mtefiienes of the
Bustish Cabinet and Pam i nent,

All this is evidently peicerved by the Me nber for Sheffield ;
but, in lus anxiety to avad aseithing any moent to the Last
India Company, he speaks of Clive as if he had rcemved lus
mandate dieet from the people of England.

The foirce of tiuth soon after extorts an adnussion that the
Bihish, which means the Company’s, 1ule in Indig, has heen o
blessing to those under 1ts sway, though the blessing mught, 1
18 wged, have been greater thau it has been, if 1t were not (o
that double government, wlich seems to be the 6z nofi ¢ ofy all
Indian tefoimas,

If, howeve, it be frue that the Premdent of the Board of



A7

Coubrol e “do exactly as e plewses,” what would be gmined
m pout of vipows hy de Laansfer off ns dulies Lo a pasonige
with wiother desigratien, to vl ot would be 1npossibl s to
Enpart 1 wre power o wcliculy possessed by the fanctionay
who 18 stylod “4the el 1ala of Tadia °

As Lo 1esponsibality, wnloss wo menn to aevive the toios of
Tower Thil, 1018 a tcr noof Itle meamng,  Will the author of
auy blunda m these dys slecp the legs soundly for knowmg
that he is persona’ly wsponsib’e for the neaswie ¢

But wly shoald o constritationnl lnghsinuan feel such a
howtor of a system of double govanment!  Is 1t nol by checks,
sometimes a source of mconvenienee but more often of siety,
that all lnmted Covermmenls must be carried on?  To the
despot or the democint they may be odious, bul no good 1ca-
son can be shown foi theu proving hateful to the mtelligent
member of o really fice commumty, even 1 the regulation of a
conquared dependency, A few mstances of the vicious woilang
of the sysiem in foice would be of moie avail hete than any
general declamation. Wheie any evil has been done, or good
omitted, thare never will be mueh difficulty m determinmg,
whether the contiolled o1 the contiolling authonty 1s to blame,
We may all, even now, find out, 1f he who caused an unjust antd
impohtic war has his seal m Leadenball Seéreet o1 1 Cannon
Row ; and 1f the existmg partition of power docs not shrond hum
from detection, what would be gained by placmig him in o moic
exposed position, while he is at the same tume fo be freed fiom
the wholesome restiaint imposed by tle meie neccessity of
auswerng, even when detetmed o ovenule, the objections of
a body of able and well-informed men? Those who think such
1estiant to be of no use, necd only peiuse the corlespondence
that passed m the yeamr 1838 hetween the Court of Ducetors
und the Bomd of Cortioly on the subjeet of what was called
the Dosses’ elauim upon the Nawab of Qude to pereeive mto what
fearful eivors a home ed statesman, 1f cntuely unchecked,
might fall in dealing with an Indian question. The sketch
that follows of the character of ow Indian subjeets is oo
sweeping n 1ts conclusions for the mduetion on whieh 11 1ests,
There is no good to he done by exaspaating the hatred of
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yace agamst 1nce.  After an allugion to the babmous acts of
the Indian instigents, it1s asked whether linglishmen could
¢ 1 thor wildest fiuy have done such deeds 7”7 Until we seo
order overthiown, the jJuls noken open, and Bi. Gales’s lof
loose, we cannol say of whal Iinglishmen may or miy not be
capable ; hut the passages cited below,® fiom Lotd Noimanby’s
recent account of a “Year of Revolution 1 LPans,” show that
other Duropeans can be gulty of acls equalling “in atrooty all
that we 1cad of the enormitics committed by the Sepoys o1 the

Iberated conviets i Upper Ind a
The next topie touched upon is the eapacity of the Ilindaos

for self-government.s ITere the Iimdoos me spekon of as if they
weie the sole mhalitants of India, no account being wmade of
the millions of Mahommedans resuhing in that land. The
Iindoos me promouneed to be incapable of sclf goveinment,
and perhaps, if tned by & Earopean standmd, they may appear
to be so.  Yet the people whose ancient system of village com.
munities 18 thought {o have contamcd the genm of ow own
municipal institutions, cannot be so entircly destitute of all
admunistiative eapacity as the Member for Sheflield supposes +
Long subjection may have deadened the goveining faculties of

* 4T am sony fo hesy every how {iesh acconnts of the banbailties committed
by the msw gents upon those who fell into their hands; all tending Lo show U at
ne savage tribe could have been moro sino 1o abuke power should they unhapmly
have ohtained the wpper hand, Drvery oue of the Gade Mabile —many of them
lads fiom sivteen to eighteen who ware taken by the n weie hightlully mutilated "
~Vol, it p 07,

ALl that hna been sald of the cruelies puactised an the Gorde Mcinla 18 tiua.
In one placo they took four o1 fire of theso el lien wiio hudd smrandercd as
misoneis stuck o pike thiough thet thioat under the el 11, tied the r handg down,
and placing them m font of a w 1dow, faed helweon the legs, thinking the
soldieig would not 1etmin the file wien they saw the Mob les.,  They eut also off
o heatt from one, filled tha mouth wi h pilel | igh ed o mbeh in it in 1 daheed
round to the tune of ¢ Les Lamptons * TIav ng smpised a s nall Corps de Garde
filled with Mobules, they killed them all in cold bleod ; and soma fe nale monator s
amused themselves wit 4 entling out then tongues and sptimg ng them upon a
cord'—Vol n p 75

T See on tlus subject, General Bugge s ¢ Tndin and T nope eompared ’ p. b,
with the exfract fiom Sn John Malcolm’s lettor on ihe subjoot of ¢ Villago
Gover iment,”! wiitten dwming a day 8 delention on the hanks of 10 Goduvery as
he was moceeding to join tho a1 ny in the field 1 1817
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those mnder ony 11, bt many of the mdopoadont Hindoo
staes, hoth n Bunndleemd ard Ruppootinn, cvnbit every
ontward sizn of bemg 1nled wth noduation and wisd mn
The Ilindoos bemg proaounced to be by natwe placed m oo
state of Huplage, me of conse to be movided with switable
curglots and gimdmany, who, 1t may be presumed, mo to be
taken fiom among the “LInghsh tiadeis wmd mssionaries,”
these bevig the only individnals accounted worthy of tiust m
matters eonneeted with India.

The memhas of the Gompany’s seiviee, both aivil and
mihtay, aie all lumped togetha nnder the name of ¢ Old
Indiang,” and to be cast nside as usel.gs, "Yct it may be well,
with the accounts of then skitful management in the Punjanb,
at Dethy, m Qude and Upper India, before us, to pause a little
before we postpone them to either of tie iespectable classes to
whom alene the people of Lingland ame advised to apply for
information. Thaders or plante s, and missionanies, are lot1
1 a situation caleulated to wap.the r judgment 1egmding the
capacity and conduet of the officers of Government - Both must
at tuncs labows undey a galhrg scnse of submdinatior, for both
cat1y about with them the feching that thewr complex on alone
entitles them to iank with thew official countrymen, to whosc
nuthonty they aie, nevertheless, obhiged often to submut.  Both
arc hable to disappointments and failures, and these 1t 18 a rehefl
to impute to the mismanagement of the local officers, under
whose contiol they chafe. It 13 mght, theicfore, to histen to
their statements, for their opportumiies of acquiiing mformation
p1e gieat ; but m weighing thewr testimony, the enenmstances of |
their position should ever be kept in nund

There was a time when the independent Turopeans affected
to make common cause with the people of the country, and
though cven then they never cried out about the natives beng
nppmssed s0 loudly as when they had themselves been checked
in some act of opmession, still then now openly avowed
hostility to the whole dark-slanned raze must gieatly sumpl ty
the task of the legslator, -No one ecan now decerve humself
into a bchef that he 18 promoting the happiness of the native

population of India by subjecbmg, 1t te the anthouty of legrsla-
1
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tive or other ¢ha nbers, in whieh the nnoflic o Lurop o m clemeny
13 to predommate a

Let us hope, thacfoie, that whatevar noay be the tlmnn{q
to be made m the controllin g anthorty at 1o e, the ada 1 4
tlattie power m Inda may be albuod to va nom the haney
of an official body, stt aput fton than voull for this spee al
duty, and whost pt navy objeet 1l may be to adm ustar the
country for the benefit o s mhintwnts, Liusting £l us hest ty
promote the 1eal mecrcsts of thet own puar -l It 15 1m5
mater al whetl er the body mto whese hnds tho mteinal go.
vernment 1s to be bty sted b 11 be called the C vl Sarvice, ov
1ccenne any other appellation, provid d 1o prue ple be mams
tamned of cmploymg m the tomtnal govanmant of India
those only who have been cdueatcd and tran od capressly for
that daty. Ifa knowledgze of Lt _lish law shall seally prove to
be arequsite for the cflicient  sehuge of avil fur stions, the
addition of & few yeais to the p seubed aeo of adnussion will
probably biing what 18 wanfud mte the 1whs of the Cnil
Serviee.

The ]ll'evﬂi'hn;}, 1mptegsiod ab the present mo nent seen s to
be, that the mutimmy, with the eollateral 11801 eetion m Oude, 18
suppressed. A carcful 10n1s10n of the last acoounts recarved may
warn us against bemg oo hstily asswmed of this condlusion
Much, in & mditery pomt of view, 1umams to be done; and
there will be spill more of avil a1 d polit (ol work to be pa-
founted before that province, wherom aloie wo have as yel en
conntered a hoshile nationality, can be 1cduced oven to the sf iy
of tianquillity enjoyed by it at the time whenf was annoxed to
O POSECSSIONY

In one of those admrable lottars sipped A Civihan,”
1 tely mserted m The Times,” we aie told the sceret of mnch
of {the scsistance cneounteicd w1 Qude

Our fitst admimistiative act has there boen to sup ness the
upper class of landholders, called the Talookdars, and thus to
convert them into foes. It vonld be tcious to cxplam the
nebure of their tenwie, and 1t way be enough to say, that it 1s
not easy to 1ccone le the mamtenance of the otder of Talookdar
with the meseyvation of those ullage comimmities, which present
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the most ploasing fratuie m the old Thindoo system of 1umual
polity.  Still, as the whole of Oude scems to have been for a
length of tuime divided mto Talools, under which, by some
3316 of compromise, the village propnciors st 11 held then ground,
one would have thought that the daiger of abiuptly 1educing
the foimer class mnst have been appuont fiom the fist 5 yet
stich was the confidence folt 1w the mhoent power of a favowtte
measiie to command the assent even of those whom it injued,
thit no precaution whatever was taken age st this most obvious
sk, In Oude, morcover, it ought to be boine 1n mmd, that
all who oppoese us me not chels.

A lettar, dated 23d November, wd beang 11 every hne the
110 Caleutta stamp, tells the 1eaders of the fiist ““Thines ” of
the opepung year, that the thiee million opposed to us in Oude
were composed of feudal 1ctamers and bad characters, on what
i Kwmope would be cal ed adventwers,

“These,” he says, “lave nothing to lose, are fightars fiom
boyhood, and detest the Tngl sh, who prohibit plunder.”

Instead of nothing to lose, 1t would be more concet to sny
that they have cverythmmg to lose ~— all upon which they prided
themselves; and although 1t may not he consistent with our
wleas of the geneial good that they should 1ctain what they
possessed, siill, as they owe us no allegiance, they have an
obvious 1ight to 1esist our cstabhshing owrselves in thew
countiy.

The hatied of all native mdependence that 1uns thuough
this letter shows, thai however great then ability, the unoffiaal
Caleutta pohiticians would, 1t mvestcd with power, soon involve
s & war of races,

Notwithstanding the fidehty nnder trymg elicumstances of
the gieat bulk of the stales to the west of the Jumng, the
corrcspondent calis this pait of India ¢ a pestileat nest of
1ajahlings, nawebs, chiels, wdependent zemmdars, and titled
vagabonds of every knd ¥

Let any one icflect on what the position of cur avmy
befure Delbi would have been 1if the native chiefs 1 1ts neigh
houwrhood had only apphed the means at then command to stop
supplies, and he will peicerve how mueh was owimg to the wise
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policy which bad made them our fuends, It wag o 1emark
made by the two mos intc g, ent Lastem polentatcs with whom
we have of Iate yoms comie mto contact, Dost Mahommed and
Runject Siug, that the scerct of out powel lay n o not having
1educed the native punces of the countiy to despawr  Let s
take tlig saympg Lo Lo, and couple it with what both Wellig-
ton and Malcolm have said on the sticnglh denved from a
reputation for good fmth, and om position may he hmproved by
the vary stinggle thiough which we me passimg.

The peils recently encountered have buen fearful, but tley
are shght m compauson with what would have assailcd nsf the
counsels of the moie violent paty among owsclves had i1
foimer years been adopted. e catinet on of all native mde
pendence was, as may be seen fiom Maleolm’s 1cflections (for-
meily quoted®), long smnce a favonnte doctine of one class of
politicians, who mamtamed om dangas ever 1o have ausen fiom
the mmes of mdepindent states,  That oceasional wars dud
anise from that sonice was Live enough, but these wais only
kept owr troops m exerewse, md averted t e very poils to wiieh
we aie now exposcd.,  We must eva 1omember, that 1t 18 not
only the 1eigning prinee who 1s 1educed to despan by ow octu-
pation of Ins country, but every man among s subjeets who,
from hereditary prefensions or peisonal chaaete, 18 susceptible
of the impulse of amition, even 1 1ts most subdued and best-
1egulated mood.

If o conquests had embnwced (as many desincd) the ten -
tories of all those who have latcly buen standing by, o1 abstain.
g fiowm inqung us, what o tcinble addition would have been
made to ot embanassments

Liven now the furous prejudice aguinst colour, which pic-
vents many of the Inghsh i India fiom discriminating betwecn
the 1ebellions Sepoys and tlhe natives of the coantry, v ho have
m mauy instances suflered a3 much as owrsclves hiom thew
violence, 13 producing a most pernicions effect,

The people at laige, 1t 15 smd 1 many quarters, havdly know
which to diend most, thewr own nuseicant countiymen or the

* Aute p 13
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revengeful Fluiopeans, It is for contending against this spuit,
and stiiving to aveit the consequent usk of arousing a nation-
ality of many mithons inlo hatied and active resistance, that
Lord Canning and Ius coadjutors have been so ficrcely and
wantonly abused 'T'wo classes combine to keep up the outery
rgamst any pause wm the earecr of vengeance, The vaguely
vindictive, who, to use the words of the late Sir Chailes Napir,
“ misteke 11gow for vigour,” and who, to enswe the pumshment
o every erimmal, would make complexion the etiterion of enme;
and the more methodically sanguinary, who diead lest any 1elax-
ation of the estiangement 1esulting fiom diseriminate sever ty
should lead to the fiimer estabhshmeni of goveinment on its
previous footing, and so balk then hopes of sceing their own
favourite schemes speedily intioduced,

Both these classes a1ie miging the Govanment upon what it
has not the power, and ought not to have the desiie, to perfoim.
Notwrthstanding the many questionable acts our 1ules have
lapsed mto since fiist they lent an car to the counsels of those
who anay couqguest, even when unprovoked and aggiessive, m
the gmb of & moral and iehgious duty, theie 13 still so much
1chance 1eposed m our good faith that we as yet 1etam many
poweiful and valuable allies, Nepaul, wath 1ts army of 40,000
have and well-trained soldiurs, the lately conquered Sikhs, and
the latheito nniuly boiduers beyond the Indus, the wealthy
poteeted ehicftmns of the Cis-Sutledge teinitony, almost all the
wm like tithes of Rajpootang, and even the two Mahiatta prinees
of Indorc and Gwalior, have proved fathful to our cause in our
hour of extiemest need. Bub they wio thus fax have stood by
us cannot hut have many feelings in harmony with those of our
own mutimous subjects. .

Community of 1ehgion, and other sympathies binding the
Asmtic faunly of munkind toguther, and disparting them from
the Lwopcan, must, on an occasion like the present, cause those
thus connected by natwe to giravitate fownirds cach other.

This tendeney has been hitherto counteracled by the prestige
of vwn umfonm suceess, by the rclisnce placed in our good faith,
and by the diplomatic skill of those ab e membets of the Indimn
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services who, under the name Hf Politieal Agents, have boen the
objccts of so much sillyab wwe.” Bl the resisim e Lo a1 atwal
impulse must haveahn t, wd shoultd owr conel ek cvar gave 1o
disgust to the gieat body of our own native subjects, they would
certamn y find sympthisers umor g onn natve al ics; and thus a
combiation nnght cnsue too strot g {or us, with all 0w prowess,
to make hend agamst  Now nothiig s 1010 1 kly Lo gonenito
n contrgions freling of hostility Lo s, as o 1see dllering meh-
sion, w1 lunguage, M complogion, 11 hi'nes, Lom ow allics, as
much as from our sabjeets, tlan a contiinaee of syeh mdiy-
cunnnating severity as, 1613 to be femed; 1 shill i practice m
Uppet India,— nol without du ¢t er comiagement from the pross
on both sides of the water  The gircela pmtb of the favourte
measures of those who wiite m suppott of systematic vengenne,
would have a tendency to shake the confidence of ow neigh-
bows m the safety of an alliance with us.  An almast JTudatcal
hatred of them as wdolaters has come i, Lo add sternness to the
feclngs entertamned towards tie people of Thidia by the DBmtish
public at home,

Judging by the tone of ther speeches and wirttings, wo naght
mnagine that ow viss on 1n the Last 18 beliwved by some to be
like that of Joshua, and that we ought to go fomth aceordingly
to smite the obstinate worshiprers of false gods whawer they
are to be found,

To contend by magunent agawnst such an impression would
be useless ; and 1t 18 hae alluded to, only beeause 1t muy aceount
for the very un-Lingish apathy exhibited by the public in gencial
on the subjeet of the “wholcsile hmgings® which, as hias been
shown In & precedimg pssage, - cxeite the disgust even of the
youngest militmy anen on the spot

* It 1 ingtructive to observe lhow cod ally the Goaeal Avthm Wellesloy
co-operated with the Pohtical Agent Tobn Maleoln wlin both we e employe 1
together in the very eatly yeais of the meésent centmy I 1a also mstivetive to
noties how many of those whose wisdo noand ou gy have swed the Punfmd  wd
with it all Ypper Indw, were Ineluded m the lnte S Gharlos Napior & denwnein
tions of the pestilent politicals who thwarted the plais of militaiy commanden s

t See ante, p 28 y
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The Gospel of peace has, 1t 1s t1ue, often been haalded by
wag and tumults, yet 1t 18 not by spreadmg tevror and dismay
an ong those whom we wish to i'ng unde its bemgn influence
that we ought to pave the way for its advance,

“Owm mayer therelore,” to use the woids of one of the
ablest officeis m Upper Indfh, in o 1ceent letta to a fHiead,
‘““ should be, that God wll overtule the passions of sinful men,
not of one, but of all classes,”

Tt aa caunesl bope be added, th at or1 1aleis may not be
temptled to hwiy on a change m the adnumistiibion of ow
Lastern empue at a2 moment hke the piesunt, when men’s
minds me unhinged, and cach suceessive mail bings ntell-
pence of varying and decpemng 1 nport

Tordon Printetly G Hanceay Casto 3t lalueston Bq
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