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MPIRE OF Tl MIDDLE CLASSES.

A lagt, thenl The Empire of the Middle Clagses, that noble
and gorgeous Lmpite won by their valour, 1uled by thew fum
and moderate poliey, tranquillized by their wisdom, governed
with only that small leaven of the oligarchic clemnent, which 1t
was impossible to free 16 fiom under a constatution like that of
Cireat Dritain—-that 1esplendent Empne, long gloviowsly and
drin wbly administered the envy of nations, iy aboul Lo pass
away,  LL will no longer oxigh ag the Kmphe of the Maddio
Classes —ag the Tmpue of Clive, Coote, lnt, [lagtings,
William  Jones, Shore, Barlow, Dance, who beal a fleel
of men of war with » fleet of merchantmen ; Qchierlouy,
Munro, Mctealtt, Kdmonstons, Malcolm, Pollock, Nott, Beiry
lose, tony Potbinga, Dldied Potbinger, that wondetlul boy,
whesa marvellons explo, wdinown or forgotten hee, would
have mado lnm e hientenant general m Ruossiy, and m Prances
taised monuments to his glouous memey—dames  Prinsep,
Trovelynn, Hownce Wilson, Kayo, Vineent Lyro, Abbot, Row-
hingon, Oulian, Loambert, HWyerest, Wilson, Nicholson, Neill,
Lhe Lawiences, Willoughly, and s hundred othors, stalos-
men wmul waiiiong, men of htoatwioe, and men of seiene,
who have sprang fiom the Dhosom of the rulirg class  llere
vber ib my very probably be the Lmpre of Lord Chules A,
the Honowable My B, the onowable Mi. O3 bub more,
nuch more than all, of the sons, and nephews, and song-n-
wy, and  grandsons, of Lhe honowable members for D, 1L, I,
4, &g, o the end of the alphabet  Avnd why, it may be
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asked, may nol that clasy produce sintesmen a9 aceomphishe 1
and soldiors as gllant, ay thehr pradeccssors in bhe Bast o
be it from me o say ot b will nob; they will e Ly, sh,
Seolch, and Tuigh gentlemen, Lhat w sy g anongh b s
India that is allogoether 1o be thought ol m the malt v, by,
quite another country, which may some fine morning become
awake to tho fach, thab i I8 & oxtricably povained 1y suel
majorities in Parliantent, as hnve not mado el appoarn o
since the days when Walpole 14 swicd to have smd, thal “evary
man. had hig price.”

Be that as b may, we have to all appearance arrived at (i
cloging act of a magnificent dramng; and in that very acl, full
of tragic, monrnful, glorious interest, manifesting to the whole
world the wmdeiful soladily with which the foundationy of
the Tmpiie of the Middle Classes have been laid ; a flimneys
a cohesion, which nothing but a rule of unrivalled sagacity and
real wisdom ¢iuld have crealed m go short o period, and in o con-
queted eountry o flimness and cohesion, which have 1esistc d and
baffied the terible strength of & mighty conspl acy and niliba y
outbreak, under which half the governmments and nwbions of L
globe would have succumbed  Yes, the Ruleand L e of t ¢
Middle Clagses has done this marvellous deed  Massacrd, unbit y,
inswreetion, 1ebellion, {alse fiiends, and treachoous ftos, e
alike failed to move the steadfnst foundations of om power (p
relax om fron grasp  We ncover quailed, woe never doubbd,
we never wavered.,

“ Groom fought lilte noblo, sgunoe Itke knight,
As fonrlossly and woll

And now that we are, pethaps, al oul to 1csigr ovr groat,
prive, so hardly won, so indomitably kenf, weany v dy wy
fo our successors and the woild, whnt Corlolanus (hiundered in
the ears of the Volsclang—

* AMono we dud it ?

Our successory l—and to whom will the mu agemont of Uhis
magmibicent succession bo fransfereed ? that 1 the guestion
paramount now to all others Lo {ho Crowu ~o muore fon of



7

words  To the Tlouse of Peers 2——thal s nob very probablo.
The nabion 15 alveady sullicently “calons o wi aristocracy, m
which, nevertheless, here 1w madhy, vauy muwy, to honow, to
adiire, and to Do prowd of  The wt'on would uever permt
any 1 aosla which shotld make e Pee s of Ghonb Dubain ity
rudars and manayors, athar divcctly o inditedly, fon the vash
dependency—though they muey possibly < worse,

To the Tlouse of Cmnwns?  Yos T o touse ol Comimons
will, il wo do not prevent o pregnant an cvily bo the astun,
whoever may be the nominal, 1ulers »f In iy, when the presont
sysben of Govanment 18 osbingnicted  To will be suyposed Lo
be manad as othier things ame, by a pleasant ficlion, supposed
to be mat age ! by the Thiee Estwles of 1 ¢ Realm ; bul we all
hnow what that weans in the present di y, and the 1eal, tane
rtlas of Ino1v will )¢ the House f Conmons  'he mombors
ol thht Horomal le House will govan thely tanpr e, no longae
bhe Dphre of i1 e Moldle Classcs, Tub the *Impern or
ttoust or Conmons,” theough the mun sler, by an agice
alle kird of enculuting nrocess ruch w that by which the
ADhO Sieyes trented and absorbed lus # Crand Eloctor ® The
mmister, who, as tho responsible exeentivo, must nveessanly
Inwve, ewher dneclly or indneelly, great control over {ho
no1 unabion of Ing subordimates o1 assistants, will govein fis
Lo vanors, bhe Hovse of Covmmoms, by o judicious distabution
ol Lhe patron we anongsb thew, not only nuongst thow who
uphold his Indimr me vines, Tk nvomgsl €1 o who suppor,
lns 11ens ey i tho absbad, wmd evaylh ng will bo "made
ple want  TLwill Lo something a2 ly on a more subline s le,
1estwbling the process wluch the Cowd of Dircclors have heoen
accuscd ol {ollowing with the proprctors of Tr T Stocle y only
hat whore o mmister and o Tlouse ol Commor s we conee ned,
it may Ve rather p more serions affaiv for the nabion

The good, wy publie 1w simple enougl {0 nnagine, that so
keng, oy the oramal appo ntments to Ind, ervil and nildary,
ate cnly made under & system o competision, that thon job-
bery, nepobism, palaonage, and the ke, aro nb onco cub up,

1006 and hraneh
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T must take leave to doubi whethoer, cven ag r1e9pocds the
onynal appointment, the systom of competition will sceme vy
{rom tho cnonic Hbhay wlich appears Lo 1Te aparb and pmredd
of our gl 1ious constitntion | should not die ol astonishment,
if we found, under the competibion system that a very oxtraor
dimary pmoportion of the sucesssiul candidates wero somy, ov
nephews, or cousing, of munisters of the Crown, ol peers, bhishops,
membors of Parliament courl ladies, wud great bankers; of gon-
tlemen with handsome hvings in their gifl, propuetory of in-
fluential newspapeis, &, &

Gentlemen of Oxford and Cambiuudge have you always been
peifectly and profommdly sabished whon Load Iitzmorion, ;v Lhe
son of the Aichhishop of Swaftham, ox the nephow of the Lord
Chancelloy, figured in the fiist class, and yourselves in the
seccond, that the moie elevated position was enfwrely due 1o
superior merit and acquirements ?

But be that as il may, admit that the best eandidate will
always be the successful one, il is of no vital Importance ; for
the Asmodeus who presides over patronage, jobbirg, and
nepotism, will, T feel satisfied, under the Tmpire of the Tlouse
of Commons, have his head qumters in India

The “programme,” to use & 1ceent coinage, 19 ono of sulficient
simpheity  There 13 n sharp session of Parlimanent, the ministry
is tottering , the daik himbo of unoflicial cgistence, dicaded by
statesmen, “looms n tho distance” Questions ol oxtreme
moment a1c barely canied by half satisfied supporters  One of
vital 1mportance is on the cve of dicussion —«If Duberly,”
says the Premier, adchessing the Sceorotary of State for Tndin,
“If Duberly carrics his amendment, we must, of comso, go oul,
Her Majesty's service and the country will equadly suffer, 1
gpeak In no spirit of self landation, bub our resignation, at this
cutical juneture, would be most dwsaslious {for the Bmpire  The
defeat must be prevented ab any cost  You, my dems Mouni
Vernon, aro, of cowse, acquainted with those in ITer Majesty’s
Indian service who are 1elated to or conneceted with membors
of the Lower ITouse. Let the members m guestion be apprased,
confidentially of course, the thing requires delicacy, but Kater
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will manage it, that if wo remain in office, there arc eertnin
genblomen in the Tndian services of vhose talents and contuet
you receive such favourahlo reports, that you s projared to
rccommend them for immediate promotion  Those gentlemon,
i, {onbunately happens, ae conneeted with members who will,
we brust, fecl it their duty Lo the comndry to supporl ng azains
Duberley’s amendment  The Governot Genewnl, omy fuend
Quaning, who must come home, of comss, if we go oul, will
anderstand the thang, and act accordingly.”

Bul, it might ho wged, the same process may he followed at
present,  The nmmister is as potent for jobs in India under the
“ Binpive of the Middle Classes” as he would be "under the
“« Bmpire of the llouse of Commons” Not so. In tho firsl
nlace, the Govanor General, throngh whom the job must bo
perpetrated, has as frequently been of the purty of the onds as
the parby of tho ing, and woul 1 searely inem obloquy or comumit,
injustice to serve a minwsbry with which ho had no politieal
sympathy.  Agan, the Count of Dircotory hwve had too many
connnetiona, o, at nll evonty PATSOT | for whinm tllgy W0l @
intarested in the savices, Lo permt such joha, besides, o
Governor-Genaral, liequently not on tho lest terms with the
Hovowrable Comt, who might ind i6 diffieull to nveld assisbing
g powerlul minister the chief of hiy ¢ wn party, would bo vary
httle influenced by, a veguest “nob 6o {ogel Jones,” made by
ono of bwonby-lom eldedy, uninflwntt 1 gentlemen v Leadens
hall Streel  Indoed, wider tho Bmpaoo of the Middle Classes,
any assumdd un wsh supercession by Sho oo T Govermuents of
Indin, or of promotion to tho prejudice of stronper claims,
would, in nine enses outb of ten, lhave been the subject of an
appeal to the Court of Directors themsolves ; who, having noe
mterest m stilling such an appeal, ane no motive to slur over
job which would cairy with it litble profit or ploasure Lo their
honourable body, would he fully disposed to give sediess if it
wag Justly due  Bul, in the ense 1 have snpposed, undeserved
promotions and wncarned appointiments in Indin fov the pw-
pose ol bolstaing up a tollering Cebinol in HEngland, whoro
will an appoeal le? Why, from a miunister fo a ministry with
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which ho must st or fodl (for it s too Ulopien to imag ne
that Uovernor-Cona dsl ips will ho given under the pendo g
aysiem withoul relorenee Lo paly), and to serve whch the ‘ol
hag bean jobhe . Dielure lo yourstlves, oly, mosl bl inkip
people, an ablachd Lo the embaasy ab Kobul waa appe d'ng 1o 1y
Lord Palmezston againgt lug supetcession by my Lord Clarendon
~pspceily il the pment of tho more fortunnte youth, tho
supcrecder, hiyppened to bo tho son o1 nephow of & wavering
montbor of the Upper or Lowo [ouse whom the ministy
degived {o conagilinty  The idea 19 Loo jocose.

And lhere 1o me deelare, what I can asserl with o snfe con-
seienco, my unqualified and sinceie conviction, founded on
ncaly twenty-five yeais of local exporience and observation,
that there ean have been no Government in the woild moie
entively fiee, for very many years pasl, fiom favomitian or
jobbory than the local Government of Bengal, I doubt not but
that the other Govarnments in India have been equally frce
fiom those peculiarly English institutions; wnd if T do not ox-
press my conviction wilh equal stiength on that peint, it s be-
couse 1 cannot apoak fiom personal expertence and {familar
Inowledgo,—neithor can T pledge mysclf for the home Govern-
ment, sinee I have not had the honour to e of the bwnty-four
rogigters ol the ordeis issued by the Piesident of the Bonrd of
Contiol  But, as 1elates {o my own Presidencey, 1 xyow (and
T had pexlect opporbrntics of obtaining such knowledgoe) that
I voueh for no moro Lhan the ugid Goalh when T dee me that
during the five an l-twenty years, while I had an oppor tuniby
of judping, no Govornment could have been moe fuce from
jobbery and misapphod patronage than the Govamnent of
Bengal

Thai there may have been occasionally, very, very ramely,
& olvil or mililary appombment given through intovest o1 nepo
tism, ib would be affectation to deny; the puvest of Governois
Genetal 8 but a mon with human aflections, and a kmdly
desro to benefil thoso whom he loves ; we novor complained of

such small devialions (very few and very far botween) fiom the
stilet requivements of juslice; because it was felt that, on the
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whole, the vast civil and military patronage hadd been, and was,
distributed with wonderlul integrity, pmdly, honomably, wisoly,
and with no othor objects i view than a sincere mud congeion-
tious degive fo reward meurt, to promoto emulation in the soviees,
anc to secure the geneial welfare and good government of tho
Empive

A friend of mine, who had veturned to Dngland, afler
having degervedly held some of the highesi appeointmonty in
Tndia, was told by a noble Karl, thon about {o procced to thab
country as Governor-Cleneral, that ha (the Inrl) knew there
was nothing bub jobbery and favouritism going on in his future
Viceroyalty, “ My Lovd,” replied Mr. B, “I havo seen how
things arc managed in India; and I see how things me managed
in Eugland ; I havoe been behind the seenes in both countries,
and T frankly tell your Lowdship, that I have known ol moie
jobbing in this comntry in six months, than I witnessed in
India dning a servico of thirby vcars” My fuend most
asswedly spoke the tauth ; the vexy four of jobs (a sorl of job-
panic o1 jobophobin), from which the public mind in Tngland
1y never freo, shows the prevalonco of the malady. 'Wo have
no fear here of cobra capellas, or Thugs, or hippopotami.

“Oh, peuple vettnoux “—~es the mueh malignad Deputy for
Arias used lo say, “peuple sublime—peuple respeetable,” you
are probably aboul to make your ministers tho gientest job-
maglery in ereation  You foico bhe means ol infinile job upon
them, and yob yon will bo tho very fhet Lo mluperate snd howl
at them [0 cmploying tho power yeu have compelled them
to aecopb—and that powery 1l a corbair proposition, now looms-
ing in tho fulure, should over veecive echeronce and foum,
will be multaplied o hundred fold, It has heon nrged, chielly,
T beliove, by tho barmsters of the Supromoe Comtbs of Calonbia
piwl Mades (with whael ohjeel, it i, of cowmse, quite impossible
to conjectme), that English shall be tho law language, tho
language of all Courls wy India, and that Ionghsh lawyns shall
be appointed judges thoreln,  “ Ifore Heavon [ ag that unlucky
Michael Cassio says, “Toie Ileavon | tlus i o more exquisito
' song than the other” A compobent knowlege of the languages
* 2
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of tha country subject 1o om rule, has always been somod hing
of a stnmbling-block to tho aypning sons of Themis L have
seareely kuown o smglo ‘nstance of a Caleutdn barsler, who
could sbiing togetlier ten sontences m Tindosl wee or Bengally,
with the slightest chance of being understood. T say nothing
of Tamool, Canarvese, Malabms, Ooreahy, Teligoo, &, && Well,
ih 4 now proposed Lo smoolht the dulicully quite awry  We
had an impression thal, in matiters of justico, there shoull be
some mode of mommumication bibween the parties lo a sl
and the judge, 1n a language undaerstood by both ; and that il
would be rather unkind to inform a man, in an “uanknown
tongue,” that he was going to be hanged, aftor a trial, nol one
word of which had he understood from beginning to end
ence the exanminations, in the native languages, at {the Last
Indin College, Hailoybury , the second exmminalion, befoo
entering the service m India, the third after a cerlan priod
of sorvice ; and now, [ believe, a fomth, before an offieer Chil
fill the higher prades But all this, 1t appems, has been a {ool
15k waste of time and nfellect —ovidam theli the B list Inn-
guage shall be the language, and Iinglish jurisconsnlts the
judges of natava Courts and Cutcherries  Boldly cul, the knot,
by declaring, that instead of plaantiffy, and defendants, and
judges, undepstanding more or less of each others’ speceh, thay
shall not understand each other ab all, and thaw {—vhy, thon
the goddess of jobbery (and no doubt theve is such a divin'ty
m the Hindoo Pantheon, which piovides o deity fov every
ragscality), would dance such a dance of joy, as lhing nolb been
seen since Kab excented a findwgo on Lhe Hndy of her iy
band, Lor then there wounld not in all merry England  Seolland,
or Ireland, be an elechioneering allorney, or a well cormect(d
briefless barrister, or a gentec! solicitor, wibth more address than
business, or any gentleman who had eaten hiy terms in the
Temple Hall, who might not aspire to be, per saliwm, judge of
Futtepoore Sieri, or magistiate of Budge Budge, or principal
collector of Reyahmundiy—especially if he had a fiendly
Member of Parhament to whisper a word Lo the Tndian minig-
ter m his favonr. As fm an Indian ervil seivies (il it he
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allowod to exist as & semviee) standing in the way of sudh
appointments, leb us remember what was dono ab Caylon,
where there was nlgo a eivil serviee the members of whicl,
had entered 1t under an assurance that they should not bo
superseded by gentlemon senb from Kngland |

Bat there are other dangas which one may ag well advort
to though they will not, of cowmse, be allowed the weight of a
canary bird’s foather ngamst platform and newspper declama-
tion, working upon popular ignorance and prejudice,

Tudia has cscaped that last, great, unavordable curge of eon
gbitutional governments yparty adminstiation. 16 has heen
spated the cnoimous eval of one Vweroy landing with an
orange ribbon in hig hat, ot another with a bunch of shaw-
rocks m his bufton hoele, to be swoeeded by o thud, with the
otange 1ibbon again.  Bul something of that plensant deserip-
tron will not fail to oceur, when Tndia i governed by the House
of Commons ; that s to swy, o ity nagniticent patronnze does
nob enable the parby in power, ab the time of the transie 4 to re
bein ats  aseendency (mueh to tho Tuddit of emutitubional
government in England), untid that tame whon all things shall,
even lo London diimking water, be puiiied by the incvitable
demociacy promised ug by M de Toequoville

But if that unlotunate India, hitherlo so happily spaved
fiom such & calvunily, sho d bocome a Laltlo ground tor pmbics,
aed it most cartad Ly willal it ccomoes Jhe Bmpire of the Houso
of Commons; magine b viler conbusion woise conlomnded
that must ansue —Ona day the “puti préao,” which appems to
have a pewsonal quarrel with Vishnoo, will be in powor, and
drive out unhappy dusky follow-subjeels to despair by pushing
poselybina Lo the vergo of persecution  Tho next, the “pald
philogoplo,” suceessory of tho forezomy, 1conaclasts, will stand ap
for the extiemest lbety of eonsaence, and proelaim aloud that =
man may, asiar ag they ae conceined, woiship an old shoe, i it
afiords Jum awy comfort to doso  Thon comes a sel into power
~hagghty, imperial, all for absorbtion, annoxation, conguest, if
noeessary, and comploto subyu abion,—sucecodod, possiblywithin
throo years, by anobher sel, who will breatho nothing hut peace
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and love,—ubtely ropudiato the stewn views of their prodoces-
sory, and haston, peil apy, Lo 1estoro ponsioned sullans, and un-
employed 1ajaby . “a hdansporl of 1epublian enthusiasm and
universal philanthropy,” nover equalled sinee the days of the
“peody knife-prindor.  Imagine ihis kind of process, wlich
Great Britnin itself only survives owing to the loughness and
gburdy good seneo of the peoplo; imagine, T say, this kind of
progess ab work among the ignorant but sensitive and inpulsive
1nces of India~n country in which you are lucky i you oflucl
any change after twenty yemts of preparation, and wheie you
approach & reform ag you woukl touch Rob Roy’s sporran, out
of which, urless you handle it with preternatural caution, pops
the muzzle of & Icaded pistol. I feel pmsuaded that a few years of
LEnglish party government would bo very likely to dhive not only
an Indian army, but a much more formidable power, the whale
Indian people, into & 1esistance to your authority, which might
toke a form caleulated to baflle all the might oven of mighty
Dritain, They would politely decline to pay any more revenuo
t0 & Government which kept them in such an mcomprehensible
atate of oternal fidget and bewildexment, Very few of you are
aware that the entire, complete, whole indoo population of
ong of the pgreatest cities in India once walked forth, bag and
baggege (it was not some nonsensical quaircl about & cow and
a pig which always affords legitimato causo for a row between
Hindoos and Maliommedang, bub the imposition of a Paolice 1ate),
and remained in the flelds fov more than a fortnight , and this
happened, not in the times of Ram Raja and the “ Miich-
chicatra,” but while Wellington gained Ssalamanea, and the fust
gent in Europe wore the hest made eoat in the woild,

The Government of the mpire of the Middle Classes may
not have been a perfect Govoinment, but il go far suited the
people Lo be ruled that on all setlled porlions of our dominions
it was a steady methodical, quict Goverumeut-—slow, perhaps
you might call it, but swme, and regular. It was not a rule of fits
and starts and contradictions We didimot one day express our
hitter abhorrence of negro slavery and the next clothe owselves
in nighteaps of cotfon from Georgin, and eat Biazilian sugar,

1
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neither did we at one thno ally oursclves with our follow sub-
jeels the Orangomen, against our fellow subjects the Catholies,
and at another with om {fellow subjects the Catholics, against
our follow subjects the Orangemoen Wo febtered oursolves
with many solf-imposed chaing; but we have woin Lhem
honestly and conscientiously There 18 now a sort of wden thald
the Pailinmentary Empiio would not hesitate to break ono of
the henvicst,—namely, the perpetual sebblement o Benpal,  1f
the Parliament should do this thing, and 3f 16 is t0 bo o sample
of the new system intended to replace our *wadhtion  and
“youtme,” T wish thar honors joy of thar task  Lord Metealie’s
prophecies touching the Sepoy 1evolt, not the vague, general
prognostics of a clever guesser, but distinet and explicib as if
the native troops had sent him a plan of operations, specifying
thine, place, and circumstance before land; Lord Meleallo™
sud, but most true, predictions, I say, have been lmgely quoted,
as emanviing fiom o man of the cearest sngaeity and wonderfil
pescience  Well, if' he 1y to be honowed as o prophet m ono
thing, let due 1averence be paad to his propheey with respect Lo
anobher, I knew Lowd Metealfe woll, and T rvoverenced and
honowed him, for a baver hemb or more clear spirit never
guidod the present or sewamoed the fubwe, T have hesed him
gay, with thab mild equanimity which no danper ever shook, or
pawn ever vanqguished, * WHILANLVLR 1NDIA 18 TOST, 1% WILL BN
LOSIIN e Housk or CoMMONY.”

Men of Ungland, thinl of tlus prophecy when you nie aboud
to change tho system of Indian Government ; remomber 16, is
the conviction of no orvdmary man, and no ondinary stetosman,
but enamo 1o one whose other propheey men joered at, unél it
was misoiably and awlully fullilled,
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« WILAT TIAVE YOU DONI FOR TNDJA?”

The Court of Ducetors of the East India Company, that Lrue
type and o1gan of th Middle Clagses, and bthoso Their oflicors
who have so honomably 1opresented the Middle Clasyes in the
Fagt, have conbmually to endure the 1epelition of one (nckowo
note, teilled forth ir the menowonous and 1etlor dull manner of
cuckoos, less, perhaps with any malevolent desipm, than in
ignorance and prejudice, those besebting sins of the English mind,
wherever Indian and most other {oreign aftuars are concerned

We are asked, with a trivmphant and jaunty air, as it the
question was wholly wnansweiable, “Piny, what have you
done for India? Whal traces would you leave belind you in
India, il you were deprived of your Empire to-morrow ¢

I don’t know wht traces we might leave behind us, if India
ceas(d to be ows “{o morrow,” and 1f we were doprived of the
country by force, amidst mubiny and rebellion, and battle ar d
violence, beeause tho good we have accomplished, not showing
itselt in marble and brass, i mighty edihees, or works like the
Mahomoodee canal, which 18 said o have cost the lives of somo
fiftty o1 sixly thousand forced Inbowas  tho good, Isay, wineh
we have accomplished, not being immedbntely tangiblo Lo sight,
and touch, would, probably, peuish with our rile. But il in
the year 1841, we had Lranquilly handad ovar onr dominion to
the Crown of Gren, Dritain and Irveland, or relinguished it in
bengvolence and good will, 1o the people of Indi, 1 should
then hove seid, and have snick with prde, “We lowwe tracey of
our 1ule mote marvellous, more beavtiful, than all the pya
mids or Taj Mehals in the wold—more glorious than the
glones of Alcbar or Shahjehan, weie those a thousand {imey
more unsullied than they are” We found war, muvder, mis
rule, confusion and desolation, rampant 'El cvery pal of Indin
We leave peace, scewmiby, justice, order, and abundange.

We found the willager at his plough, aamed to the teeth
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uncor tain, despite of his warhlee gear, whether he should aver b
able to goaner the frmits of lig labcur I vllage was near,
he dared not go far a fleld—walled, moated, and prepared lor
defence,  From itg vamparts, il the toe (o hiend) had 1 o lasuro
o1 disposition to storm them, ho might seo “fhe, famine, and
slaughter,” skmry over the smoking {lelds and amongst e
felled {ruib trees, in 1he shape of hordes bl fuious Lioscmen,
who spared no man or thing Lhat erossed Uheir meiciless path,
oxeepb for * chout *

In 18.%, the peasant could gwde bis plough as seeuely in
the hibish Tndun domninions, as he conld in Dorsetshire  ‘Thoe
walls of iyndreds of viilages had fallen into decay, or 10mained
unrepaired, the moats wore filled up, and there was no moic
necessity for maintaining such defences at Nyn Gong or Indra-
putan than there 13 for mamtamming thuvm abt Ivy lhidge or
Rochampton

In 1841—mind, T cling to thid" drbe—frst, beeause T had no
personal knowledge of Indin after that pomod, ani, secondly,
because the government, of the Covrl of Diveckors seomed to
wane, and thal of the Board of Conlrol appemed Lo becomo
more in bho ascendant, aboul the time thab an Bnglish nunwtey
drove on the Allphan war agvinst the foclmgsof the Conet, md
in opposition to the opinions of some o the ablest and wisest,
slatesmen who upheld m Indin the Eopne of the wmuddle
classes,

Tn 1841 {hon, if, in peaceddly rolmquishing o saly, or
handing ib over W the House of Commens, wo had boon asked,
“What tuneey will you lewe m Indw$” 1 should have cone
bnuned my weply m bhis wigo e

When wo wanb to Iny the foundationy of our Sovereignly
with those hardy workanen—Clve, wud Lnwience, aad Popbam,
and Cooto—awo lound that o Maogul neble, with his saite, wght
miive at a eilla_a aboul wght bl sad na foage heing vendy
for hig nuweroug horvses, he woull shout, with many most
ohjuetionablo and wbianslatable ob wrgalions, ©“ Whae iy the
cog of & Zanindar, to whom (his merable rat-hole helongs?
The wealthy, but trerahling Windoo, having (st hadden his six
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yardd of puarl necklwes, Jmnpy w'th anoalds ab st i -
tavny, g icught be ;o the Nuwaub S, “No o wi dy
Kalfr 1 cvlacd fmge, whoe i ib? Cave e o ploee of
cow, pive cow to his fapuly andd dopenlints, g ve cow to
avetyho ly, Al messongor of Alleh D who aie we, that Ui
dog, mul sen af a dog, should langh ab owr hemds ¢ The ow
wag duly adwivistdred, and those buel-lod unfottunabed wote
no longar Bieluning, the oguals of the gods, as thoy hnd been
six oy embior, they weve the dmpmo of fimpwied; doomed
bo & privatson of all sosiad d Inothely comimanion in thas biy
and, bevenftor, to countloss ayes of Lransmigradion, tnough the
boihes of dogs, rats, pigs, valtures, scorpions, and other nuclean
and abhorrent ereatures,

Such was the fate, shortly prior to Plagsy, of the not vary
remoto anceslbor of an mniable and accomplished fiiend of ming,
a native of Bongal—a gentloman, in every sense of the wnd,
andd o man of commanding talents—but that flerce Mogul had
deprived his famnily of their caste My fHiond wag & man of
noble benevolence in his own country, and courted by the vory
best goerety in this , but, in degpito of his wealth, his chaiity, his
infitence, md accomplishments, the lowest and most begpmly
Brabmin mn his heart spab upon hum, and scorned him with s
seorn not Lo be deseribed,

In 184, the highest civil or milibary functionary in Indin
wottld no moig have damed to eommil such an oulange as Lhab
to which the Mogul chief subjected the Zomindar, than o colcnel
of Her Majesty’s guuds dares 1o f1o up the Right Tlonowrsble
The Lord Mayor 1o the tiinngles, and give lnn o hundred
leshes ab the bottom of Ludgade Hill

Nor am I quoting a mere solitary mstance of insolend oppres-
gion The Hindgo women went about uwnvellad, ag I Liwe
myself seen them in a puwe indoo state, until the Heentious
tyianny of the Moguls forced all, bul the very poorvest, to
concenl their facedw when abroad, and ab home to ietirs to
the very secesses of their dwellings, taking advantago of the
Mahommedons’ scruples aespecting the Zenanch  The sty ei-
taes of Sootaj ool Dowlah, who had pregoant women deag. &d

4
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into bis infornal shaunbles, and theve sought, at the oxpense of
his victimy’ hives, to trace the progress of gestation, are remem
bered 1 Bengal even to this day, bu, are too horrible for more
than o passing allusion,

Alout the commencoment of the present cenlury, when wo
found tmme to breathe after years of trying bul glovious con-
{lict, o fearful pest pervaded the great Indian peninsula froin
Cape Comorin to the banks of the Sutlg. The powar and
anergy of the noble Akbar, tho welth of Ins splandid son, tho
astule and wmerciless policy of the tarible Awrungzil, had
proved equally powerless to effect its diminution  "Uhousands
of {ravellers departed annually ficmn, or started {o retan fo,
their homes, and then were heard of no more, "Their hones
whitened no highway ; no chantable Brahmin had received them
sick into hig willage, only to die. "The waters of the Indian
slreams ilowed not over thelr bodies, nor had the wild bensls
borne them to their jungle laiis  Whove aro the dead? 1low
did they pevish?  Ask thai singulavly bonevolent looking ol
gentloman, with a pleasant smile and giey beard, who s {lnn -
ing & pocket handkerchicl in tho ecasiest and most careless
manver iImaginable in front of yonder temple of Kali le ix o
Thug, It 1is he wha dofied the Great Mogul and his hoatcnants
in all the pride of their glrength, and full power of thoir domi-
nion, I{ is that worthy genfloman who will show you tho
vory spob whoro, a fow feot honeath tho cwelally-restored, woll-
gmoothed burf, lie not only e hones of lils human vielims-—sacr -
fices to 1he Lo ible godldess with Lhe nocklaco of sleulls—Ini the
bones ol their very dogs and horses, that not one living evidence
of the femful holocaust should vemain on the enrth,  But amore
mighty goddess than Kali took up the task, which Sultans and
Rayahs had abandoned 1o despair.  Britannia strelchod forth hor
sb1ong and resolube hand, sho giasped the wark after her faghion,
detormined that it should bo doney and the oneo wwiul, onmi-
present, omnimwdering Thug lies bound ab hor feet, like a tamed
wolf ; his claws thawn, his heml cowed, and his spirit broken,
In 1741 —nay, in 1801, the Thug had, for centuvies, beon a powor
i India~~bloody, appalling, tervable  In 1811 hie was, and now,
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he is in 1 diky—avhal ho onee only pretended to be——the peaccful
dweller 1 quies willages, thimking of the onee feaful “1ymwl,”
as o hisbny o’ hygomo days, i, in all probabi ty, ay in
oflcnsive an 1 ndustt ong a ¢ Ryal” w wy in e Bobish d an-
nions  Ghosls of the thouswds wiio perished on lonely 10nds,
in dusly topes ol thick-leaved tices, by the banks of sohlmy
tivers, in the shadyw of deop 1avines in avenging your
murders, in futbering yom mmderor’s body and spivit, so that
Lheir “occupion’s gone,”  have we, ndeed, 1uil no lances of
o tnlo? - .
Did you, kind reador, if 1 happon Lo have ong, ever hear of
a *Wursa?” When we, the Middle Classes, st discovered
that thoe was an Dmphe to be won in far-oftf Hindostan, a
“Wulea” was v proceeding and & word m as common use in
that 1 wppy counbry, es) scially to the south of the Chumbul,
as the word “i1emovu” iy in Jingland, or the woid “deme
nazement” . Kiance 3 and what & 1cmmoval whal a dome
nagement ! T4 was the light of a whole pt)pu]tmbmn of an e
tle*vukwﬂ,ﬂrsnuﬂlinuﬂb—qunn waoraan, and chill, yﬂuvﬂiuu]
old, with their catlle, with all the goods they could syve fiom
their abandone 1 habilations  an oxoduy, hywving for ils goal the
maceessible Junglo, or the eavey of the mountaing, and for its
enuge, the apprruvh of an armed [oec: 80 commnon was s
blessed state of things, that o word sigulying its 1ccuirence,
became fonuliar and nurizcd o tho langnage (hrou sl tho
gouth, cenfial, and great part of N nlh Western Indis, mul ny
the Nujpru of tho Maliablah, the TRohi ol horn, or the
“ Allah Akbwe” of the fureo Arnl and Peisi v moerconaries, no
matbor in whose pay, was heard fom alary, the miseinl le people,
threatened with their [orocious advent, mwde a “ Wursgs )”
lenving thoir homes, and all that they wers unable Lo tians-
porb, as a prey to the Dumahs of Huny Punt the Malivat taly,
or to the matichlockmen of Gholan Mahomined the Altghann
What, as Col Wilks truly obscaves, must have been the stale
of & countiy when such an addiuson as lhe word * Wulsa,”
with all its tennible significance, was pormanently made to its

language?

- gl
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The woid is now merely a philologieal emiosity, for I neced
searcely assmre the most ignorant or most prejudiced of my
count: ymen, that the “ Wulsa” and the Brtish rule have long
been incompatible

In 1711, society in India was in the agonies of dhssolution So
appalling was the condition of the country, that if some slrong,
almost n1resistible power, had not been appointed 1o arrest its
downward progress, that gieat and 11ch peninsula would probably
at this day have been as little removed fiom barbaiism, and
o nevel ceasing anaichy, as Abyssima, [n the whole avilized
world there was no country where hfe and property were held
by tenures so precarious  There was one law, if one could call
it law, for the rich and powerful, and another for the poor
and lowly The law for the wealthy or potent was, that they
should do what seemed right in thewr own eyes——oppress,
torture, murder, abduct, plunder, 1f such scemed fo promuse
them pleasme or advantage, and if they had the stiength
as well as the disposition to canry those pleasantries into
practice. There was another law for {lie poor man, uemcly,
that if he could not circumvent, or cheat, the great oo petty
tyrant who chose to grind him to the earth, he must submit o
be ground with thoe best grace, and all the patience he could
command,

Tivery lolerably comfortable man, or man blessed with o
passable shaie of this wold's goods, wns sgqueezed according
to lus squeczabilily. The small landholder by the large pro
prieto 3 tho large mopricton by the court patasibe ; the cout
paragite by the prime minister ; and the prime minister, either
by tho sovercign, if he had eneigy, or by the sovereign’s
favowite, if he had not  There was a high maxim of state in
Bengal, that the Zemindar was a sponge to lick up and absorh
as much as he could diaw fiom the Ryut, and that when he was
in afit atate to be squeezed and wrung out he was to be wrung
out accondingly for the benefit of the Padishah, As for the
Ryut, he was plundered by all and sundry, with the addition
of Thugs strangling hum on the road, Dacoits at home filling
his ayes with ied pepper Mahrattns collecting chout, and
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Aty mereenaties epirymg ofl his danghtea,  Tie way n smi,
of human midge,—a ey ahike to birdy, fshes, and spiders If
he eseaped from the ever ¢ av ng maws of the moie vielent, ho
was yure to fall a prey mbo tho nots of the moro cunning,

In place of this fiightlol M olstrom,—this chaos of utior con
fusion and discrganisation, wo have intioduced system, 1egu
lmily, opon courts, uprighl judges, and written laws, Thoso
laws may he well or all liaaned, wise o1 loolish ; they may not,
always bo ably, however honestly, administered , bl by them,
and they are printed in the veinacular as well as Tnglisl,
every man may delerming for himselt what ave his rights, and
{ind how to sccure :ediess if ho ig wronged, Above all, we
have enforced equity in the eye of the law, By our code, and
in our courts, no dislinetion is made between the highest noble
and the poorest peasant,—bobween the ficree soldier and the
tiumbling  bunnea, — hetween the wenlthy banker and Ius
aquahid debtor.  “Iline illo lachrymea,”—TIt is therefore that we
ae hated by the prinees and nobles, by 1ho powerfnl land
holders, the wealthy usurers, and the military classes of Tndin,
with the bitteiness which beasts of prey must feel when the
morsel they aie mangling is snatched from their ravenous
JaWS,

While you, my brethren, have been wrangling hae about
aducation, and, to speak without [attery, made yoursclves,
with 1espocl to thal important malter the langhmg stock of all
Dwope, the Hoast Tndian Company have meeled collcges, and
gpread innunaablo sehooly (Liey will become fow enough soon)
throughout the longth and breadtl of their rale.  Nay, I once
saw accomplishad in. Bongal a thing so slrange, o wonderful,
that T senacely dare to narrate 1t, lest i this Innd of sectarian
and party hate, of religious and politieal rancour, it should
scem Iabulous,

A vagt sum of money had been left for the puipose of found-
g a great seminary in Caleutta for the graiuitons ednention
of poor childhen. Crewunsbances, needless to rvelate, eaused it
to he ruled that the lestalor intendod 1o provide for ilhe
education of poor childven whose pavonts were of overy denomi-
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nation of Christiang Three men, neither Toues, or Whigs, ;v
Radicals, but honest, God fearmg men, were nominated to draw
up regulations for the management of the school. One was a
Church of IEngland Piotestant, one was a Roman Cathohie, and
the thind a Piesbytermian, Two of the three were high eccles:
agtics, and of much esteem in their respective churches, and they
all belonged to a secl very much falked of, hut voiy seldom
encountered m these happy islands,—the seel ,of practical
Christians, Well, those tlnee christian gentlemen, earnestly
striving after the righl in the administration of a school of
mixed christian creeds, did succeed in selecting a form of
prayer, and Hhaming some brief sentences of religious exhorta-
tion, founded upon, and comprehending, those glorous pro
mises, those facts and rules of our faith in which all Chrigtians,
of whatever denomination, concur. That form and counsel
were for the use and benefit of the school cluldren collectively,
leaving the nicer shades of doctrine and discipline, which dis
tinguish the various christian commumties, to be inculeated
by the clergymen of that communion in which the children
had been born

If by denominating a Presbyterian, and & Roman Catholic,
practical Clnistians, I have offended any member of the Church
of England, justly incensed against Calvin and the Pops, T pray
him fo excuse me ; orif, by calling a follower of John Knox,
and a follower of Maitin Luther, Christians, I have offended any
gentleman of the Church of Rome, I also of him erave pardon ;
but the fact was, as I have stated it above, and I really wish
that with your astonishing Government of Gireat Britain, which
I hold to bo noxt to that of China in all the excellencies of
“how nol to do it,” and “circumlocution,” you wounld contrive
Lo take a hinl from the way we have managed such matters in
the Tmpire of the Middle Classes, and accomphsh something of
the same kind at home

While the Itast India Company’s Government were sowing
sound and profitable education broadeast over their vast terri-
lory, and the Inglish Government and people were ingeniously
findmg out the way “how not lo do it,” there was established in
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the mpire of the Mid Ve (lassey nuother thing which onght Lo
(voibe the present adiyation of al | ec hom men, as it will
eniito the ¢« Imitat'on and Lt warder of fufite genaal ons,
when they shall wead the marvellous eneer of e st Tndia
Compny, and Judge ther history with minds fice fom bins or
proju lice

The mon of 1 o Middle Clagges in Indin, tho servanis of Go-
vornment bging amongsl the most ackive promolas of tho
movemend, won the freedont of the Tudian Press,  The Ilome
Government of the Middle Classes acquicsce 1 (with themr tie
moendous responsib litics, and, conwidering the nature of thew
1ule, they could do no more)—The Home Government acquiesced
in its iberation, and the press, throughoul the vast, empire in
the Tast, was free, and, when o passing cloud shall have
vanished, will by fice again

Wo have, Liepent, been veproached with having done nothing,
{he memory Whweof would strvive the oxtinetion of owm 1ule
in Indin  Why whal are Taj Mchaly, and Jwnma Musjoeds,
the pa aces and fombs of mmble and Pietro Duro, 1o the
proudest monument of the lighest civihzation an unfcitercd
press ?

For the first thno since the day when the ark 1ested on
Araraly—for thy first time in tho vast regions of Asia, man
has dared to distugs the acls of hiy rulers withoul, heing driven
0 clothe his Lhoughts in apologues, wheiein the elephant sbonds
or the sovercign, the lion is his commandor in chief, the jackall
his prime minister, tho {fox his laowuaror, and all otha broles
the people at tarpe  'While Domosthenes harangned the Athe-
mang, wlile tho senate of awiul Rome defled lanmbal, or
erushed Catiline ; while tho fice towns of Ttaly glowed with all
the gloties of arf, and the splendours of commereo ; whilo the
“ Ricos homlnes ’* of Spain-snid Lo their sovereign,— Senor Don
Alphonso, we ook thee for our king {0 rule us, il yon rule ac-
cording to the law ; if nol, not !” whilo the BDarons and the
Frankling of ingland won lihorty from the Crown :—{or all those
long, long ages the pooplo of Asia provelled, and still movelled
in the dust hefore their saliaps and sullaung , or if they daied to
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1emonstiate against unbearable tyranny, the remonstrance was
entucly of an abstract nature, and pushed no further than
making buids and brutes the exponents of Lheir grefs and
wrongs as in the fables of Pilpay, and that most tivresome of all
apologues, the “ Anwares Soheih,”—for the fiist time, I 1epond,
in the history of Asin, “men having to adwvise the pubhe mght
speak out”

If 2t was an exror, i1t was o noble one j if it was a mistake, it
was a gloiions mistake , and I claim that ervor, if it has been
onc, I claim that mistake for the Government of the Middle
(Clasges with more pride than I should claim to weave fifty new
victories into the 1mperishable wreath of warbike glory which
they have won

‘When I went to Bengal not longer ago than the days when
the first gentleman i Kurope, of whom Mr, Thackeray could
discover a beantifully ent coal, waistcoat and pantaloons, butb
not the man , when that gracious gentleman was, I say, Regent
of these 1ealms, lhe Pmdarrys corried firtc and sword thiough-
out nearly the whole of India, not under direct British rule
« Chout,” thatl 18 to say, the fourth part of your worldly goods,
o1 death was tho agreeabls alternative offered, generally every
cold season, by those ubiquitous maraudes, Before that ter-
1ible cavalry went panic and hovror; behind them they left
massacre and famine, not for a few short leaguces, bul over vast
tracls of countiy  The wail of millions 1 e voice of humantty,
alike called npon the Government of the Dast Indin Compiny
to sweep bhose monsters of 1apme and euelty fiom the face of
the earth A preal statesinan, a great soldier, a truly great
man, the tithe of whose worth was never recognized by any of
the misgrable, sclf seeking factions who ae allowed to govern
Great Brtain—the Meaiquig of Llastings, vigorously, glovously,
and with consummatle soldiciship, gwded the storm which
burst on the heads of those defestable brigwds, thewr aiders and
ahettors , and fiom the Sutle] to the Anemalee mountaing, hom
the India Ocean to the mouths of the Bethampooter, the vory
name of Pindany is only r1emembered £s we remember the
grent plague or the five of London,
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Nor have wo savod the peaceable millions of i fron this
arend seourge alone, T Guael Bhinman tn the Lt e Ni-
panlcse i1t noith, the Aflghany, and bhe deikh, wae all
prepared bo vesl upon Whe prosirato and powoerless gland, and
1end away what pmtion of spoil thiewr wespuclive stacngbh mi_hi
enable them Lo conguer,  All the neiphbowsy of 11k India, in
hor commiad ose eondibion, woro nian fostly of the opinion which
Sit Tivan Dhu, of Tochicl, ontertuned conceining the Svxon
Lowlandsy, that 1t was o plwee “where all men Look theh prey,”
and, genorally speaking, Toth fiiends and {oey eonsidered (ho
whole country as cerbom Afncan tribes consider a caravan—ag,
“ dum fong long,” or thing to he devowed., Cur slhield was
spread over the prostiate land ; the Blhirman was humbled ; the
Scrlch subdued 5 the Nipauleso swept back into the depths of
their mountainy, the Adlghauny tanght Lo diocaduafoewhom ng dis-
asters conld mbimudate  India was saved ab once from domestie
anarchy, 1o less than from tho s wage spoliation of {erocious and
barbarous forergn conguerors oy the fivst thne for moro than
a contwry there was thiough the length and breadih of that
vasl, connlry, 1DAOD, scomily, safety for hile and properly—sa
blessed calm, such ad the oldest man alive could not remaomnber,
Well may the 1cbellions supoy Havildw have saad, m ing me
motial to the mock Emperor of Delhi, that they eoukd nob im
prove upon the gystem of Diibish aude—1ho begl Lhe eounbry
had ever felt”  Well may tho mmtinous army and nmutinous
nohles m thew recent proc ambions have wiged no word of ve
proach against om Govermmnend, om com by of law, our jusiice,
ow fiseal systum, or owm genewnl admmistration, They dured
not to bung chargey of tyranny on mismanagement, or want of
integrity m our Innectionarles wihich overy man could refubo
fiomm his own experience; they could only put forth Lhat
misetable trash about makmg them Chistians by fiaud
foree, to give some colour bo thdir nefinious proceedings

I say nothing of the abolition of those exhilarating acls of
farlh by wlach hundieds of eluldren were annually consigned
to the sharks and alligators af Suugor, wihile hundreds of widows
devoted themselves to the sutice fires all over Bongal, Dohar,
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and Orissa Novertheless, it was effected by the Government
of the Tast India Company The powarful punces of the
Tlouse of Timoor no doubt viewed those infernal fruts of the
idol worsliip which they haled with infinite abhorience, but
they did not dare to atbtempl then suppression ; to dare and to
do was 1eserved for the Lmpiie of the Middle Classes,

Two blacks do nov make one white, wiong does not justafy
wrong ; but we are {old by words, m whieh theie can be no
ciror, to tike the heam out of ow own eye beforo we seek the
mote in the eye of our neighbour Now, when the press and
the platform of England ask uy in a tone of vh tuous mndignation,
“ What have you done for India?” we may, perhaps, bo perlted
meckly to ask m 1eturn, What have you done for Ireland #—a,
country conquercd and held by Ingland under cucumstences
not adtogether dissimilar England, not through a governiment of
the Middle Class, but through a government of the three estates
of the 1calm, 1uled conquered hicland as it thought it for
six centuries 3 but deduet four of contusion and unavoidable
misiule, and say, that from about the restoration of the second
Charles until the coromation of Quecn Vietoria the TEnghsh
Government ol Ireland wag morc or less gystematic and ordeily ;
cantied on in a Chustian, o1, al, all ¢vents, & Protestant spiit,
atid having the welfare of the poople for its objeet Now com-
pare Lhe stabo of Treland, elose 4o your own doows 1emembey,
afler you had ruled it for about o hundred and fifty yems, or
fiom tho Limoe of Charley the Second up to the end of the last
century, andd tho stalo of Indin alter we had been puramound in
that countay nob quibe fifty years,

The East India Gompany, mind, had been beset dming that
period by ecnoin.ons dufficutiics, const.ntly cngaged i wans, not
of their own sceking, and not unhrequently hanpered by the
shifting factions, called Governments, at home  Still have the
goodness to comnpme the state of Deland i 1798 with that of
Indiv in 1848 "fake the worsl, by which 1 mean the most
exagoerated acconnt of our comts m Indin, and compme them
with the Owange tubunals m Iiddand with a party judge on tho
bench, and o party jury in the jury box, things fomiliar enough
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up to o late within the niomary of dlderly muuw Thile L
condilior of the [vish puasant, his hut, Tis atbive, iy mews of
subsistence, iy ignorance his hogray, up to tho time m gues
tion-—ayo, and long afler  Why, il I were to atbempl o clovate
him to the condition of the Itindoo Ryut, as doon ay peace and
a strong government secmed to lum the fivils of hy labows,
the gody of Swergy would hwyl into n langhter as lowd as th
of thewr brethien of Olympus  As for torbure m Iadia, of which
[ may have Lo say more, there was, in the year 1798 and thao
abouts, a pleasant (uantity and agrecable varviety in Inelwnd,
not practisc 1 clandestinely by mishelioving heathens, and sons
of Mahoun, carefully concealing it friom their Lnropean supe
rims, bub hlietod under orders, and sometimes uneer the duect
suporvision cf public functionaics ealling thomselves Chuisti wis
and Enolishmen, glitberng wath gorgets, and opaulelbey, a d
plumes, and all manner ol beaunliful puaphernalia,  Theio was
a man about seven fuel Ingh, called the wallang gibhet; by an
mgenious process & noove was slipped over the suspected Vinegm
FLlE man’s u-ck, and Bhe end of Lhe 161¢ over the giand's shoul
dor , 1 an instant the supposed pikkeman was hoisled with Ing
foet off the ground, and let down agam evary twenty seconds
or hadf & manute, Lo take breath, and bo asked f he would
mako o dewn breast  Then thare was the Town Major and U ¢
“oal” A friend of mine, an Lrish arbist, of some eminence, was
within half an hour of C(he hipngle and wt-of-nine tails ab
the Ridmg ouge Dublm, 1ewuse he Lappened to ben the
name of a aaoppy schoolmastor al Cotk, who wirobe shotl liand,
in which Mr C way also an adcpt The humwe ol jeol was,
to flog iy wnlil Lo confesyed——what, he never had the good
fortune Lo leain

Now, all this, and mueh mopes, in the shape of agiatian out
rige, prvy consphiacy and aelelhon, barbaism, want, and
ignorance, wag, afler you had held Ireland for five or six eenli-
11e8, and for oue-and a~half, or thereabouts, raled it more o1 leey
congtitutionally, alter the King, Lords, and Qommons method
It was an Island but little separated Nown your own, and, o to
speal, under youy very noses, wheie a vagt proportion of the puc-

e
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ple spoke your own tongue and where thos: of yom ownfuth
were amongst the most hardy and bravest of mankind ; where
you had huncheds of thousands of encigetic, sagacious, Seoteh
and English gettlms to aid you i the work of good govern
ment and civilization ; and yet, with all those prodigions advan
tages, what a precions business you made of iuling yousr
conquered country?  You may urge the dificuluies imposed by
a difflerence of 1ehigion between the rulersand theiuled ; but at
least, you all were, or Pt eteriled to be, Chustians  But admib
that the fervois of Catholicism, and the vehemence of Pro
testantism, threw great obslacles in the way of good govern
ment in Ireland, what were those to the greater, which besel
the progiess of the East India Company nnd ity servants in
Indin ? The fierce faath of the Mussulman the cold, uwnap
proachable bigotry of the Hindoo all to % dominated and kepl,
within the bounds of the pubhe good, by the aid of no greator
power Lhan o mere handful of despised Nazarecens and unclean
Feringhees

But, you may say, “nous avons changé tout cela;” good !
he it admitted; you have done so by the mid of a famine.
Well, give us, the government of the Middle Classes, another
century (we don’t want the famine), and then ievile us as
much as you plense, if we shall nol well and nobly have accom-
plished our mission ; butl Lo expect us to do i a hundred years,
mv Indin, what you have been six hundiel in accomplishing
in Treland, 18 somowhat hard measme.

Do nol, imagimne, [rom all this, that I uphold the Government,
of the East India Company—The Dmpne of the Middle Classes

as al all approaching to a porfect or model Government |, 11, is
fall of imperfections ; but, with all its errors and shor tcnmmgs
T'mamiain that 1t 18 the most wonderful and admiable Gﬂveuv/
ment ol a conquered country the world has ever witnessed.
Well-inlentioned, humane, moderate, eainestly degirous of the
people’s good ;—with not one sinecure on ity Immenss estab-
lishments ,~with Courls where the poorest subject may, with
no leave, but his own will, mslilube a suit againsi the
Sovereign, and genorally gain i, as Governmoent knows to
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ite cost, for, 10 the judee Tas sny pmohension: £y lesd i
¢ hould be biked, o, appew Lo b e b, nokevo noof the 81 o
—lio trne fcelings of an Enghsh gentleman, Tml, 1ather unt
{avourable to the pleadings of tho Govermmem U Vacedd &

I maintam that owr Dmpive, tho scttle L porlion, Trw for yonrs
past been beller, hoon more liberally goveinad, than any country
in L npe, excgrﬂpg Grod Rdning, Donen, mod Prosgina Anntivy
of the connlry might do what Lir nleased, go whege he pleased,
and say what he pleased, so that # injruod not his neighbows
Thoro was universal toloration mul protection lor all religions—
thero was no conserpiion no ess-aang, The taxcs were
fixed ; not heavy, nor inequtable  Theie was no mivileged
clags exemptod fiom tmpost ; there was no lavomed class to
profit by & Coin Law. 'There weie no passports  mind, m
o eoniuered country nb passports ! and, there was also, in thal
conquered connlry a Iee Press,  Thiy last, ab least showed,
that, our intention ww {to rule well, whelher wo sueweedcd m
nol  Phere was no Courl, no nnemployed placemen ; no poor
and idle alistoeracy, iving upon the loil ol the poople, Lhere
wag—but lat another voice than minc speak it graver accents,
words infinitely more woil ry of wlontion,

The presont Bishop ot Caleutls, Bshop Wilson, is known
wherevor piety, singlchenile dnesy, and all the virbues of o taue
Clivistian divine are bdd in hounour. Ile lag resided moe
than fwenly years in Indin  1lo Tns visibod, moro than once
nearly every parb of thal immoense bervboy, and bheen
communication with bigh and low of all (reeds,  He, o palgtin
of God, whose staff even T am unworthy Lo Luch, 16 Loo sincere
to colour, too homest to {labbey, ~ he valuey nothing that the
orentest Government on eaith ean heyiow: for yol, o libilo
time, and him, by thé blessing of Gol, will bo that gloious
reward, beyond all price, such ag Hhis world cannot offer,

In his sermon, preachod ab Celeutto on the 1ccent day of hu-
miliation, Bishop Wilson ozpresses himeelf thus . = Things
wera better with them than they wore {formerly—-all ha/1 heen
moving on in the 1ight divection for more then fifty years.past
Never was thers 2 more jusk or heneficent Government than
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that of the British power in Indin  Peace and seewmity o pro-
perty have prevailed—ommerce, and all the Westorn impove-
ments in medicine and the arts have been encowaged  cvery
man stood equal befove the laws  the adminishation of justice
way pure—the taxes were of moderale waighi. Then, as Lo
Chrstianity, ministers of every namne and clasg—missionmies,
fiom all the different societies—were protecled and honomed-—
churches had been raised, and native converts had bheen made
m large numbers.  Chautable designs, to meet new forms of
destitution, woie liberally supported  Chiistian educibion,
in all their missions, and national educalion, not execluding
Chrisbianily, though not directly teaching it, was spreading
throughout the countay, IIis Lordship concluded, by exhot
ing his heaters to east themselves upon the Almighty in tl
present neecessity, to live betler hives for the future, ar
pray earmestly for the restoration of peace and tmnqui]h{
Lieir coundry.”*

Years honce, other hearors of other Bishops may pri-~
the redomation of 1hat wmla 1w which all {hat

Dishop has so tauly enunciated was, effveted, or sm
The Rule of tho Diveclos of v. ("ru?

most fitling Rulers for Thr Eaeinn
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