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SCINDE RATLWAY
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AND ITS RELATIONS TO
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", <WOTHER ROUTES TO INDIA,
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e S DAY
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IR j_ij___:“f";/ FROM OFFICIAL BOURCES.
 BY
W. P. ANDREW, ESQ,
-

CHAIRMAN OF THE SCINDE RAILWAY COMPANY,

Author of “Indian Railways and their Probable Resulls, Dy
An Old Indian Postinaster,” “Railwogys in Bengal,”’
“ Ls India to have Roilways ¥ e.

‘“ Heretofore, and until very veeently, avery recruit that joined his corps from England—
every invalid that was sent back shattered to bis home, was obliged to travel the lJung,
glow, weary track to Caleutta, however distant the station at which he was placed, Within
the last two years, the establishment of steam eoymunication regularly on the Indus has
enabled the Government greatly to lessen this evil, This digspateh of recruits by Bombay
to Kurrachee for that large portion of the Bengal anny that is stationed to e westwurd
of the Jumna, and the conveyance of the invalids of the same portion of the army from
Terozepore to the sea, have heen a vust improvement.V—dinute by the Goveranor-General
of Indin, 1853.

‘“ Indeed these two essentials, viz., the Railroad and the Stenmors, may be said with truth
to Le the erying wants of the Pungaub in the Depmitmoent of Public Works.

**These provided, the commerce aud produce of 51105{: territories will be turned to thejr
dui cowmse, vize, the Indus and its feeders apd to thels natural outlet, viz., the Port of Kur.
rachee.,

** Fov the Railroad, the face of the Doab offers an unusual equality of stvface,

Y If carmed out, they (the railway and steamets) would effect more for the development of
the resources of these terrilories than any other waork, ov number of works that could be
devised,"—2'he Chicf Comnihsivieer of the Punjaub o the Government of Indut, 1806

. LONDOX ;
Wwn LI, ALLEN & CO., 7, LEADENHHALL STREET.

T

1856.



THE PROPERTY OF THE
INDIA BOARD

urd regnested to he petrne

wW. LTWIS AND SON, PRINTERS, 21, FPINCH LANE, CORNHILL,



“ The sea stages of the present route to India, exclusive of the
trip across the Channel, are two; one from Muvscilles or T'rieste
to Alexandria; and the other from Suez to Kurrachov) Bombay,
or Calcatta, These stages constitute by far the longest part of
the journcy, being 5075 miles, performed by steamers; from
which an average speed of some ten miles an hour is all thal can
be expected. 'The longer again of these two stages is that from
Suez to Hindostan, as it includes a circuit round two sides of the
triangular territory of Arabia. The first object, therefore, is to
got 1id of the detour by Aden ; and this is to be done by carrying
the passengers to the mouths of the Orontes, instend of the mouths
of the Nile, and forwarding them across the Turkigsh tervritory to
Bussorah, at the head of the Persian Gulf, The railroad required
for this purpose would run along the Euphrates Valley, and ils
length svould mot exceed 900 miles; whereas, its completion
would reduce the distance from London to Calcutta by moroe than
one-half,—by twenty days 1 fact out of thirtv-nine !"-—The L'imes.

“ There is scarcely one important article of tropical production
which is consumed in this country, either as the raw material of
our manufactures, or as articles of daily use, for the production
of which India is not as well or betlter adapted than any other
country; while its dense and indusirious popnlation would seem
to offer an illimitable demand for our mannfactures. Nor ave
there opposed fo these npational and {lattering elements of com-

merce any fiscal restrictions to counteract their beneficinl results,”
®

wThe ITconomist.
“It1s to India that the chief enterprise of British commenrce
and civilisation shounld be directed by an intelligent legislature.”

—Blackwood's Manazine.



EQUIVALENTS IN INDIAN AND ENGLISH CURRENCY.

12 Pie = 1 Anna = 1id.

16 Annas = 1 Rupee = 2s..

100,000 Rupees = 1 Liac = £10,000.
100 Lacs = ] Crore = £1,000,000.

EQUIVALENTS IN INDIAN AND ENGLISH WEIGHTS.

80 Tolas = 1 Seer = 2 lbs.
40 Seers == 1 Maund = 80 lhs,.
28 Maunds == 2240 1bs. == 1 ton.
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NOTE.

An influential body of English merchants and
ianufacturers sent a memorial to Lord Claren-
don on the eve of his departure to the Peace
Congress at Paris, praying that in the arrange-
ments about to he entered into, due regard should
be had to the securing new outlets for the products
of British manufacturing science and skill.

Those who areinterested in theextension of British
commerce should turn their eyes to the once rich,
but now forgotten plains of the Kuphrates and
Tigris, and the great countries drained by the
Indus and its tributaries, and learn the wants, the
capabilities, and the resources of those vas't, inter-
esting, and most important regions.

The author has, as on former occasions, to express
his acknowledgments to the Government Authori-
ties for the ready access to official papers. Mr.
Frere, the Commissioner of Scinde, especially has
favoured him with valuable data as to the trade of
Scinde and the Indus, at once autlientic and recent,
and not otherwise obtainable. General Chesney,
several officers of the Euphrates Expedition, and
more recent travellers in Eastern countries have
also placed him under obligation.
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NOTE.,

An influential body of English merchants and
manufacturers sent a memorial to Lord Claren-
don on the eve of his departure to the Peace
Congress at Paris, praying that in the arrange-
ments about to be entered into, due regard should
be had to the securing new outlets for the products
of British manufacturing science and skill.

Those who areinterested in theextension of British
commerce should turn their eyes to the onece rich,
but now forgotten plains of the Euphrates and
Tigris, and the great countries drained by the
Indus and its tributaries, and learn the wants, the
capabilities, and the resources of those vast, inter-
esting, and most important regions.

The author has, as on former occasions, to express
his acknowledgments to the Government Authori-
ties for the ready access to official papers. Mr.
Frere, the Commissioner of Scinde, especially has
favonred him with valuable data as to the trade of
Scinde and the Indus, at once authentic and recent,
and mnot otherwise obtainable. General Chesney,
several officers of the Euphrates Expedition, and
more recent travellers in Eastern countries have
also placed him under obligation.



THE

SCINDE RAILWAY,

AND ITS RELATIONS TO
THE EUPHRATES VALLEY

AND OTHER ROUTES TO INDIA.

IMMEDIATE OBJECTS CONTEMPLATED,—The
Scinde Railway Company was established to introduce
railways mto the province of Scinde,~—the first section com-
mencing at the port of Kurrachee, and proceeding to a
point on the Indus in the vicimity of Ilydrabad.

This line about 110 miles 1n length, will place Kurrachee,
the only seaport of Scincle, in eommunication with the In-
dus, the great commercial artery of the countries on our
north-west frontier, at a. point where the river becomes
free from the intricacies, dangers and delays of the naviga-

tion of the Delta.
The great political and commercial advantages which

may be fairly expected from this undertaking are clearly
set forth in the despatches of the Commissioner of Scinde
and the reports of the lingineer otficers in the service of’
the Honourable East India Company, who have made 2
preliminary survey of the line. (Vide pp. 65, 74, 77, 81.)
CONTRACT WITH EAST INDIA COMPANY.—
The effect of the contract between the Ilonourable Fast
India Company and the Scinde Ralway Company is, that
the last India Company guarantee a minimum rate of
mterest on the capital of 5 per cent, per annum for 99 years
The Honourable East India Company grant a leasc of the |
land necessary for the railway and works for ninety-nine




2

vears, free of charge. On the opening of the line, all net
profits exceeding the rate of interest guaranteed are to he
divided—one half of the surplus is to go to the share-
holders, and the other half to the East India Company, in
liquidation of the interest they have advanced. When
this interest is repaid, the.entire surplus profit goes to the
shareholders. The Bast India Company reserve a right to
regulate the trains and fares; and as soon as the dividend
exceeds 10 per cent., to lower the fares, but notf so as to
reduce the- profit below that rate. The East India Com-
pany also reserve power, after the first twenty-five or fifty
years, to purchase the line at a price equal to the average
market value of the shares for the three preceding years.
On the other hand, the railway Company have the power,
at any time after the line has been three months in work,
“to require the LEast India Company to take it off their
hands at six months’ notice, and repay them the capital

expended.

PROFITABLE CHARACTER OF THE LINE. —
Irrespective of the guarantee, this enterprise possesses, in
the opinion of those personally acquainted with Scinde and
its resources, a highly remunerative character :—

1st, From the country, presenting a series of firm
and level plains, it is admirably adapted for the
construction of a ratlway. (Videpp. 75,78, 81, 120.)
2nd. From the line being of moderate length and
complete ig itself, having an important town at
either terminus, (Kurrachee, tlhic lower terminus,
the present seat of Government, being the only
sea-port for many hundred miles, and Hydrabad,
theupper terminus, the former capital, being still the
chief entrepdt for the mmland trade of the province,)
thus of necessity forming the most important portion
of any s};stem of railways, or other form of transit,



3

which shall follow the course of the Valley of the

Indus or its tributaries. (Vide pp. 69, 82.)

" 8rd. From the aclual existence of a paying goods
traffic all the year round, which, in the opinion of
the late Deputy Colector of Kurrachee, will have
doubled its present value, and of a passenger traflic
which will have increased tenfold, before a railway
can be in operation. (Vide pp. 80, 104, 116.)

HARBOUR AND PORT OF KURRACHIE—

Kurrachee is the only land-locked harbour on the coast
between Bombay and the Red Sea; it 1s on the sea coast
of the Indus valley, and is the nearest safe port to the
Persian Gulf.

This port is perfectly safe and easy of access for large

ships during the height of the south-west monsoon.

During the last year the following ships, among others,

entered the harbomr of Kurrachee :—

From London. Tons.

Dee.1, Marion, 634, 18 ft. 6 m. draught.
Nov. 23, Norwood, 850, 1bft. Om. ,, -
Oct. 19, K] Dorado, 841, 21 ft. Oin. |,
Sept. 24, James Gibb, 818, 21 ft. 6in,
[Aug. 12, Marmion, 888, 16ft. 3in.
» 6, Kendworth, 582, 16ft. 6in. ,,
July 30, Granger, 878 19{t. 6in.
s a3 Sir James, 640,
»w 26, Alex, Wise, 295, 15 ft. Om. ,,

Monsoon months

., 2, Saxon, 526, 15ft. 2in. ,,
. 5,  Tamar, 556, 17 ft. 10 in.
June 30, Semiramis,* large steamer.

. » 14 Agamemnon, 756, 16ft. 8 in. ,,

(Vide pp. 121, 165, 174.)

P TR
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THE INDUS AND ITS STEAMERS. — From
Mooltan in the Punjaub to Kotree (port of Hydrahad),
a distance of 570 miles of permanently open naviga-
tion, the steamer best adapied for this portion of the
Indus cannot get out and reund by sea to Kurrachee,
nor thread the narrow channels of the Delta. If the
troops and stores could be landed at Kurrachee and con-
veyed by railway to Kotree, a large saving would, accord-
ing to the officer in charge of the Indus flotilla, acerue
to the state on that service, while steam boats of improved
construction could bc employed for the inland navigation
from Kotree to Mooltan.

At present, large quantities of stores, particularly porter,
obliged to be sent by country boats, are found to be
worthless on reaching the Punjaub, the voyage of 800
miles from Kurrachee to Mooltan lasting five months.
During the last season, the cost of transport of government
stores by country boats was about £150,000. By the
railway, stores would be delivered in one day at Kotree on
board steamers, which in a week might deliver them in
the Punjaub.

This railway would exert a powerful influence in pro-
moting the development of the trade of the Indus valley.
The annual losses are very large, from the accidents which
take place in threading the narrow channels of the Delta.
Major Preedy, the Collector of Lower Scinde, states, that
““if one or two boats only out of a batch of siz or so were
lost, it 1s considered a good venture.’

TRADE OF KURRACHEE, THE INDUS, &c —In
the port of Kurrachee, the average of«the shipping is from
90,000 to 100,000 tons yearly, of which about 40,000
tons” were, last year, square-rigged vessels. (Vide pp.
100, 104.)
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The following is the rveturn for boats which run the

whole distance from Kurrachee to Sukkur :.—
1851-2 1,284,920 maunds = 45,890 tons.
1852-3 1,665,120 ,, == 55,600 ,,
1853-4 1,624,740, ,, ~ = 838,026 ,,
1854-56 =~ 1,681,720 ,- ==60,060 ,,
The return of the number of hoats passing any one
station below Sukkur would be much higher than the above.
The number of laden stcamers passing Hydrabad and
Kotree is 170 in the year, with a tonnage of 1,190,000
maunds, or 42,500 tons.
The Government receipts for goods and passengers car-
ried in the river steamers have been—

1852-8, (the first year of the ex- Gross Noet.
periment,) , - Rs. 50,278 Rs. 43,201

1853-4, ’s ’ 59,8656 49,277

1854-b, 1 s 67,981, 60,5664 .

The returns of camel traffic leaving Kurrachee are not
complete,—but, assuming one half of the amounts ascer-
tainable as being intended for the Indus, the total is
112,000 maunds, or 4,000 tons.

The post-oflice outlay on the line 15 £2,400 per annum.

From the recent orders transmitted to Indis, that the
(Government stores for the Punjaub and neighbouring ter-
ritories should be sent from Bombay, up-the line of the
[ndus, instead of as heretofore from Calcutta, up the
(Gangetic valley, a great increase of the above-shewn traffic
must ensue, and a revenue, at railway rates, derived, which
would give a large return on the capital of the Company.
The preceding figurgs convey but a moderate idea of the
amount of tonnage which would come upon the railway.

The increase of the import and export trade is still
continuing, especially in the exports of the staple products

of the valley.



VALUE OF THE SEABORNE TRADE OF SCINDE.

Wool .

Indigo .
Saltpetre .
(Ghee . .
Piece Goods
Silk & Cotton

e

Year Imports.
£

1843-4 121,160
184.4.-5 217,700
1845-6 312,900
1846-7 293,400
1847-8 287,872
184.8-9 844,715
1849-60 | 419,352
1860-61 | 425,831
1851-52 | 489,220
1852-63 | B35,690
1853-64 —
1854-85 o

—

Expoi te.

£

¢ 1,010
3,300
40,600
49,300
164,730
107,133
114,378
196,461
244,122
376,337

ik,

S esieniseninml

ST —

Tatal.

£ ¥
122,160
227,000
363,400
842,700
442,600
451,849
633,731
622,293
733,343
800,000
900,000

VALUE OF STAPLE EXPORTS.

2|

1847 8.

£
18,169
2,825
8
726

1,288

1851.52,

£
75,716
21,695
4,323
9,616

3,021

1862-53,

£
160,000
24,000
0,600
18,300

4,760

1,000,000 *

Inciease per
ceut.n b year s,

800
750
12,000
2,400

960 |

Every increase in facility and safety of transport will

give fresh impulse to all native products.

The export of

wool, corn, oil seeds, saltpetre,t and indigo, madder, and

" . L il —

#* ] have not exact returns of the total value of the Sea Trade for
1853-4 and 1854-5, but the latter was over a million sterling.
t The following shows the growth of the saltpetre export trade

from Scinde ;:—

1847-48

48-49
49-50
50-51
51-52
52-53
53-b4

Maundgg 33

L ¥
33
13
Cwt
E
B
p b

-

0

420
6,052
6,822
13,049
25,066
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other dye stuffs, 13 capable of almost indefimte exten-
sion, .

Besides the Huropean and native troops, European
travellers and native traders will, it is believed, largely
avail themselves of the Indus Valley line of transit, when
relieved of the obstructions of the Delta.

From the large number of passengers proceeding from
the Punjaub and Upper India to Europe, and vice versa,
there can be little doubt but that a direct steam communi-
cation will soon be established between Kurrachee, and
Aden and Suez—this route being actually the shortest,
while it is the safest from the prevailing direction of the
periodical winds. (Vide pp. 71, 165.)

The pilgrims from the countries on our North-west
Border en route to Mecca, and other holy cities, would
supply traffic to the railway, and increase the intercourse
already established between Kurrachee and the ports of

the Persian Gulf. -
LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ OPINION OI’ LINE,—

The Line was preliminarily examined by that late dis-
tinguished officer, Lieutenant Chapman, of the Bombay
Engineers, who reports it to present the greatest possible
facilities for the construction of a railway, with the very best
gradients (in fact nearly level), and at a low rate of cost.
Colonel Turner, the Superintending Engineer in Scinde,
Mpr. Frere, the Commissioner of the Province, and Lord
Elphinstone, the Governor of Bombay, all concur in
desiring the early completion of the Line, which is now
in the hands of the Scinde Railway Company’s en-
gineers; and the yequisite material for a portion of the
permanent way is now in the course of shipment from
this country for Kurrachee. (Vide pp. 65, 74, 77, 81, 127.)

PUBLIC ADVANTAGES OF LINE. — The public
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advantages to be derived from this Company’s exertions
may be thus recapitulated, viz.:—

By the construction of a Railway from Kurrachee to the
Indus—
1st. Greatly increased facilities will be afforded for.

the landing and conveyance of troops intended for

any part of the Punjaub, and neighbouring terri-
tories. (Vide pp. 118, 190.)
2nd. A sum, estimated at £50,000 per annum at 1east
will he saved to government in the transportof stores.
drd. Improvements, to the extent of nearly £10,000
per anpum, may be effected in the Indus Flotilla
service, without any Increased charges on the finances
~ of the province.

4th. A very large sum would be annually saved to the
country in freight aloue, besides the saving in.
loss and damage to goods, which 1n itself wounld
be a very large item. '

oth. Sources of trade would be opened which at pre-
sent are not 1n action. )

It 1s believed that, in accomplishing these objects, a
very large profit will result to the Company.

ACT OF INCORPORATION. — An Act of Parlia-
ment during the last Session, limiting the liahility of the
shareholders to the amount of their subscriptions, and
conferring the necessary powers, has been obtained, with
the concurrence of the authorities.

KURRACHEE THE GATE OF CENTRAL ASIYA.

—“From the Sutlej to the Oxus, whoever wishes to commus-
nicate with any place beyond the sea, must pass through
Kwrachee. Tt occupies a position scarcely less favourable
to commerce than that of Alexandria.”

The port is protected from the sea and bad weather by
Munorah, a bluﬁF" rocky headland, projecting south east-

-
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ward from the mainland, and leaving a space of about two
miiles hetween tlie extreme point and the coast to the east.

The harbour is spacious, extending about five miles
northward from Munorah Point, and about the same
distance from the town,, on -the castetn shore, to the
extreme western point.

« Currachee is a position of very great importance, whether
regarded in a commercial, a political, or a mmlitary point
of view. In a commercial point of view, it may be dcfined
the gate of central Asia, and is likely to become to India

what Liverpool is to England. ‘
Tt has been officially rcported that accommodation exists

for the reception within the harbour, at the same time, of
twenty ships of 800 tons (and any number of smaller craft).

“The climate of Kurrachec is cool in proportion to its
latitude; and uwnder British auspices, the town must
speedily become a most important place. T.at. 240, 517,
long, 679, 2#.%

Its value was manifestcd and tested during the recent
campaigns on the ~uile,

It became the grand .- pot whence our field forces were
supplied with all the miwvtions of war. Thousands upon
thousands of tous of miliary stores were imported into its
harbour. The population of Kurrachce is about 80,000,
and is rapidly ncreasing ; and boats, as well as labowr, in

the harbour are abundant and cheap.

Kurrachee then is mot only the natural port of Scinde,
but also of the Punjaub and central Asia; and the Scinde
Railway, which conncets it with pernmnanently deep water in
the Indus at Hydrabad, is only the first link in that chain of
1mproved communication which must, at no distant period,
connect Peshawer, on the borders of Affghanistan, with the
sed.

itk bt ———y -t v

3 '1_‘1101'1113011'3 Gazetieer.



10

PUNJAUB REQUIRES CONNEXION WITH
NATURAL PORT.—The resources of the Punjaub, with
its 13,000,000 of inhabitants, have lain dormant for the
want of an outlet; the surplus produce of the country has
had no market sufficiently remunerative, owing to the ex-
pensive and defective inland transit, and the absence of
European agency. It is evident, that the demands of the
State, and the wants of the inhabitants on the banks of the
Indus and its tributaries, require the development, with
as little delay as possible, of a comprehensive system of
improved transit from Liahore and Umritsir, by the valley

of the Indus, to Kurrachee.

LORD DALHOUSIE’S OPINION AS TO THE
POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVED TRAN-
SIT BY INDUS VALLEY.—Lord Dalhousie, in his
celebrated Minute on railways in India, dated 20th April,
18538, makes the following suggestions :(—

“1 attach no great valuc to the connexion by rallway of
the several capitals and seats of government, considered
merely ag such. But i1t appears to be of the first iniport-
ance to connect the several Presidencies by a line of rail,
each with the other, and to unite Ilindostan and the
dustricts {o the north-west with the western ports in the
Peninsula,

“Whatever strength there may be in the arguments by
which a general lne through Hindostan has been urged
on political grounds, they bear as strongly in favour of a
junction lime with the Presidency of Bombay. The
military power of the government of India would be
mealculably advanced thereby. The Presidency of Bom-
bay may be said to have no foreign frontier, except in
Scinde.

“ Heretofore, and until very recently, every recruit that
Jjoined his corps from England—every iiwalz'd that was sent
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back shattered to his home, was obliged to {ravel the long,
slow, weary track to Culcutta, however distant the statlion
at which he was placed. Within the last {wo years, the
establishiment of steam communication regularly on the
Tndus has enabled the Govermment greatly to lessen this
evil, The dispatch of recruits by Bombay to Kurrachee
for that large portion of the Bengal army that is stationed
to the westward of the Jumnuw, ant the conveyance of the
invalids of the same portion of the army from Ferozepore
to the sea, have been a wvast improvement. Burthermore,
I hope before long, to see the cost of the conveyance of
troops to India reduced by still another step, and the time
.occupied upon the voyage equally curtailed, by obtain-
ing permission to convey them across ihe Isthmus of
Duez. . '

‘ When Hindostan 1s connected by rail to the westem
coast of India, the conveyance by rail across Egypt will, I
venture to hope, remove any objection which might be felt
there to the passage of foreign troops; while, if the per-
mission should be granted, a corps might leave England
after the heat of summer was over, and might be quartcred
before Christmas upon the banks of the Sutlej, without any
exposure in its way, and with four months before it of the
finest climate under the sun; so that the men would enter
the first heats of India with constitutions vigorous and un-
impaired by the accident of voyage or march.”

When the Governor General penned the above, the merits
of Kurrachee had nol been ascertained; and in Augnst
last, ittle more than two years after the date of the Minute,
we find the Commissioner in the Province of Scinde, pre-
siding at a public meeting at Kurrachee, giving the follow-
ing character of its port :—

GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGES OF KURRA-
CHEE.—“'The idea of a direct communication between
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Kurrachee and Suez was nonew one ; it had been mooted by
the late Sir C. Napier, very shortly after the conquest of the
Province, and 1t would in fact suggest itself to almost any one
who considered the physical configuration of this part of the
continent of Asia. A glance at the outhne map hung up
in the room (which was taken from a parliamentary Blue
Book very recently published), would show the meeting
that from Aden to Bombay the direct distance was 1640
miles ; while from Aden to Kurrachee the distance was but
1435 miles, making a saving of 205 miles—bul this was
during the fair weather. In the south-west monsoon, the
distance to be run from Bombay to Aden was 2170 miles,
which would make a difference 1n favour of the passage from
Kurrachee to Aden of 745 miles, whenever the passage
could be made dweet. There appeared reason to suppose
that the cases would be very rare, in which the direct pas-
sage along the Arabian coast would be impracticable; and
even if a vessel from Kurrachee weré obliged to deviate
from the straight course, the difference would still be many
hundred miles in her favour, as compared with a vessel
going from Bombay. The advantages of Bombay, as re-
garded geographical position, were well known, and there-
fore a knowledge of these facts was sufficient to show the
superior geographical position of Kurrachee as the port of
communication with Suez, and for all parts of India which
were as near, or vearer to Kurrachee than they were to

Bombay.
““ Colonel Turner instituted a series of very careful expc-

riments by boring, and showed most conclusively that there
was not a particle of rock anywhere on the bar; that the
whole was composed, to considecrable depth, of soft sand.
The establishment of this fact of course removed one prin-
cipal ground of the fear which mariners before had-—of
approaching or touching on the bar.
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« But the principal share of the credit of practically prov
ing the absence of any danger in cntering the port, was due
to Lieut. Leeds, the port officer, who with great skill and
judgment, and on his own responsibility, piloted in ships

of considerable burthen, and had practically shown that this
might be safely done, even without any aid from steamers.

The result was, that during the monsoon just closed, four
large steamers from Bombay and Aden, and eight sailing
vessels of from 800 to 878 tons, had come in and gone out,
and with one exception, 1t had never becn found NEeCcessary
to wait even a smgle day for any pavticular tide. And it
must be further rcmembered, that each of these cight sail-
ing vessels was towed in and towed out of the harbour by
a steamer (the Victoria), which, no later than last year, was
employed in conveying passengers at tlte most crowded
season hetween Bombay and Suez.

« Facts like these prove beyond a possibility of doubt,
that there was no difficully whatver in getfing vessels, even
of a considerable size, into and out of Kurrachee harbour
during the south-west monsoon, the most unfavourable pe-
riod of the year.” (See pp. 66, 166).

Brigadier Parr, commanding at Kurrachee, stated, on the
occasion before referrcd to, that, “by the facilities for rapid
communication with. Suecz and Mooltan, which were glanced
at in the Report, and winch the statements they had heard
showed to be strictly within the limits of what was possible,
and he hoped practical at no distant date, it would positively
take less time to move a brigade from Southampton to the
Punjaub, thau it would at present take to move the Kur-
rachee brigade from this camp to Mooltan ; in other words,
you mught have Southamplon, instead- of Kurrachee, the
base of your operations for any campaigns in the Punjaub,
01 any countries beyond i, This facility appeared to him,
as a military man, to afford advantages so enormous, that
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he was sure the meeting would excuse his dilating on the
other aspects of the scheme.” (Vide p. 190.)

RAILWAYS, IN CONNECTION WITH STEAM.-
ERS.—So far back as 1846, I suggested that railroads
should be introduced into Bengal, in connexion with river
navigation, so that the new mode of transit should, mstead
of superseding, co-operate with the old—at all events in the
first instance; and the same views and arguments are as
applicable to the Indus as to the Ganges. |

“ Our opinion remains unchanged, notwithstanding that
the Railway Commissioners have enunciated propositions,
and proposed projects in exact accordance with the views
entertained by the East Indian, or Mirzapore Railway
Company ; but which they have failed to demonstrate, not
even supplying the requisite data, on which to found the
demonstration of the plans and propositions proposed and
enunciated by-themselves—we say that our opinion re-
‘mains unchanged, as to the impolicy of commencing the
rail-road system by an attempt to supersede the river navi-
gation, where it is comparatively free from obstruction,”and
is always available for steam navigation, as is the case
between Rajmahl and Allahabad. The former is situated
at the head of the Delta of the Ganges, and the latter at
the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna, the distance
between the two towns, by the river route, being 500 miles.
But showuld a line be determined on for this portion of the
country, an extension of the Rajmahl line up the Gungetic
valley to Mirzapore and Allahabad, would have many
advantages over the direct route indicated by the FEast
Indian, or Mirzapore Ruiluay Company. These advan-
tages we shall notice in detail when we come to review the
report of the Raitlway Commission. It may, however, be
mentioned now, that although the actual, or lineal, distance
between Calcutta jand Mirzapore by the valley of the
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Glanges, would be 100 miles longer than by the direct route,
yet taking the difference of gradients into account (assistant
power being required on the latier, and pro rata fo the
power required so is the distance) the gain in time by the
direct line, would mot be pore than three or four hours,
whick would be too trivial to be an element in any calcu-
lation of the comparative merits of the two lines, in a
country, where time occupied in iravelling is estimated by

months instead of fours.’*

SAME KIND OF IMPROVED TRANSIT ALIKE
APPLICABLE TO THE VALLEY OF THE INDUS
AND TO THAT OF THE GANGES.—Turning from the
valley of the Ganges to that of the Indus and 1ts tnbutaries,
I would recommend precisely the same mode of introducing
improved transit, substitfuting Hydrabad for Rajmahal, and
Mooltan for Allahabad. The rail from Xurrachee to
" Hydrabad will, as formerly explained, ayoid the dangers
and delays of the Delta, and debouche on a point of the
river above which there is permanently open navigation for
570 miles, to Mooltan.

WANTS OF COMMERCE.~To improve the mecans
of communication, is the primaery duty of every govern-
ment. The steamers at prescnt on the Indus are 1ill
adapted to the peculiar requirements of that river, and
are quite inadequate to meet the pressing demands for
passage and freight. Goods frequently remain months
at Kurrachee and Mooltan from the want of the means

* Indian Railways, by An Old Indian Postmaster. 2nd ed., 1846.
As the Bengal Line is at this moment exciting great attention, both
in India and in this country, I may remark that the Gangelic
Valley Line 1s now being constructed by the East Indian Railway
Company, as above publicly recommended by me ten years ago, and
subsequently in a Report, the original of which is at the Board of
Control.
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of transport on the Indus; and notwithstanding that the
home Govcrnment have ordered out from this country
several additional steamers, of a superior description to the
present flotilla, the residents in Scinde and the Punjaub are
desirous that the impetus which,private enterprise alone can
impart, should he brought to bear on the navigation of the
inland waters of the Indus, in connexion with the railway and
direct steam communication between Kuwrachee and
Suez. .

[ am assured, on the best authority, that ““The steamers
ordered out by the Court of Directors will do no more
than replace those now on the river, which are old and
worn out. They will add little to the available accommo-
dation for goods. '

“T have been,” says the same authority, repeatedly
assured by the government agents for the river steamers,
that they every month reject twice as much freight as the
steamers are able to carry ; and that this freight is applied
for with a knowledge on the part of shippers, that the
chance of its being taken is very small, )

“Of course, if there were ample accommodation, the
applications would be much more numerous.

“The Government river steamers on the Indus never
take native second class passengers for hive. This would
of course be a source of great profit to any private com-
pany, as the natives are most anxious to avail themselves
of steamers whenever they can.

“I have known instances of goods a1 KURRACHEE in-
tended for the Punjaub being sent back to Bombay, with a
view of being forwarded by the Peninsula and Oriental
Company’s boats, via Galle and Celeutta, and so up the
Ganges 0 the Punjaub, because there appeared no hope of
tonnage being available for them in the Indus river steamers
for several months to come?’
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RAILWAY FROM MOOLTAN TO LAHORE AND
UMRITSIR.—The navigation above Mooltan is tedious
and precarious, from the want of water, the tortuous course
of some of the rivers and other causes, except to small steam-
ers and country boats of light draught. The country, how-
ever, between Mooltan, Liahore, and Umritsir, is singularly
favourable for a railway, being almost level throughout, and
having no rivers of any magnitude to cross.

Tn brief, then, it is my opmmion that the line of rails
from Kurrachee to Hydrabad, and another line of rails
from Mooltan to Liahore and Umritsir, co-operating with
fleets of river steamers, of improved construction, such
as those, for example, recommended by Mr. John Bowrne,
from Hydrabad to Mooltan, would at once be the most

' judicious, the easiest, the least costly, the soonest con-
structed, and in every other point of view, the most ad-
vantageous mode of introducing the railway system into the |
Valley of the Indus and its tribufaries.

The local authorities, especially Mr, Frere, the Commais-
sioner in Scinde, Colovel Turner, Superintending Enginecr
of the Province, Sir John Fkawrcnee, the Chief Commis-
sioner of the Punjaub, Colonel Glasfurd, late Executive
Engineer at Liahore, Major Hamilton, late Commissioner
at Mooltan, and Myr. Edgeworth, the Commissioner of the
trans-Sutlej States, corroborate the above views, which the
writer has long entertammed. The last-mentioned gentleman
expresses himself as follows :— _

“But the main and only permaneni improvement will be
the formation of a ratlway from either Umrilsir or Lahaore
to Mooltan.

“With regard to the communication below Moollan, the
main point 18, increased accommodation for travellers and
greater comfort wn the boals,which are af present peculiorly
ell-suited for the purpose.
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“The proposed Scinde Railway will do almost all that is
required for the lower commnunication.

““ For the conveyance of goods, the present steam accom-
modation i utterly insufficient.

“In fine, I may express my, fervent hope that the pro-
posed measure may be carried out, (i. e., direct steam com-
munication between Kurrachee and Suez,) as I am con-
vinced it will be one of very great importance,to the im-
provement of these provinces.”

The Chief Commissioner of the Punjaub, in a recent
dispatch to the Government of India, makes the following
forcible remarks :—

““ Indeed, these two essentials, viz., the railroad and the
steamers, may be said with truth to be the crying wants of
the Punjaub in the depariment of public works. These pro-
vided, the commerce and produce of these territories will be

turned to thewr due course, viz., the Indus and its feeders,
and to their natural outlet, viz., the Port of Kurrachee.

“ IFor the railroad the face of the Doab offers an unusual
equality of surface, while 1t possesses few or none” of the
requisite resources for metalling a road. For the rivers, it
were preferable, instead of improving the navigable strcam,
to concentrate all efforts on the provision of powerful
steamers of the smallest possible draught. The Chief
Commissioner, while deprecating any general extension of
the public works department in the Punjaub for the present,
would yet beg most earnestly to press these cardinal objects
on the attention of the Government. He believes that, if
carried out, they would effect more for the development of
the resources of those territories than any other work, or
nuwmber of works, that could be devised.

“He (the Chief Commissioner) would suggest that, if
possible, private -enferprise be directed to the Umnritsir,
Lahore and Mooltan Raillway. It is understood that
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possibly the Scinde Railway Company may be disposed to

extend their line northwards. ?
PUNJAUBR AND PROVINCES DRAINED BY

THE INDUS. — The provinces on the Indus and 1ts
tributaries are cut off from India by the Great Desert, and
cannot naturally communicate with the sea by any other
route than by the valley of the Indus. Of course, goods do
find their way to the Punjaub, through Calcutta and Bom-
bay, but they have to follow round-about and unnatural
routes ; and if they can be supplied through the direct and
natural channel, the: benefit to the provinces so supplied
will be felt even at Calcutta and Bombay, far more than
the loss of any traffic which may leave those ports, to pursue

a wmore direct and cheaper route.
What are the resources of the Punjaub, North-west Pro-

vinces, and Scinde, which, under the improved facilitics of
communication suggested, are calculated to feed and main-
tain independent steam communication between Kurrachee

and Suez?
AMOUNT. OF MILITARY FORCE, &c.—SUPPLY

OF EUROPEAN GOODS.—The military force of these
provinces, going no further east than Umballa,. numbers
upwards of 70,000 men, more than 15,000 of whom are
Buropeans. This 1s independent of officers, which, allow-
ing for absentees, cannot iall short of 2,000, without taking
into account their wives and children, hesides the covenanted
and uncovenanted civil servants and their families, which
must make the total European population of these provinces

little short of 20,000.
The large supphes of overland goods which the army

we have alluded to must annually consume, would, doubt-
less, form a considerable item in the receipts of the pro-
posed undertaking. We have no means of forming an
estimate of the probable consumption of such goods; but
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some 1dea of their extent may be obtained from a statement

of Colonel Jacob, the Political Superintendent of the Upper
Scinde frontier, and Commandant of the Scinde Irregular
Horse ; that about fifty camel loads, or 24,000lbs., 1s about
the average annual supply of European goods requred by
the regiments he commands; and which, were the proposed
steam communication established, could be forwarded to
him with much greater ease and celenty.

If, then, this be the annual consumption of overland borne
goods of two native regiments, 1,600 strong, what must be
the consumption of an army of 70,000, of which above
15,000 are Europeans, besides civilians,women, and children?

TRANSIT OF EUROPEAN GOODS TO CENTRAL
ASTA —A proper system of transit, once established
through Scinde and the Punjaub, a few enterprising Eu-
ropean merchants at Kurrachee would soon afford a medium
for extensive shipments from the Punjaub and provinces to
the north-west of Delhi, and the distribution of our manu-
factures to the remote parts of central Asia finding cus-
tomers along the valleys of Affghanistan as.far as’ Herat,
and in Balkh, Khiva and Bokhara.

I will now point for a moment to the extensive
provinces of Central Asia, which are now our mnear neigh-
bours, and explain briefly how those important and com-
paratively far advanced countries have been supplied with
merchandize, and have disposed of produce since the
course of the Indus was comparatively closed to commerce
by the exactions of the native princes. To follow the de-
seription the reader must refer to alarge map of Asia. First,
he will find to the north-east of our frontier, in the imme-
diate vicinity, the celebrated valley of Cashmere, inhabited
by a people renowned for their great skill and ingenuity.
Beyond that lies Thibet, famous for its fine goat wool, and
the ma,nufacturf of yarn for the shawls woven in Cashmere,

P f:-p_,.ﬂ_;gﬂm W"‘
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"o the west and south-west we find the Affchan territory,
with the large towns of Cabul, (hizni, Kandahar, and
Herat the Gaze of India; in the same direction, the
northern provinces of Persia. In a north-westerly direc-
tion we find the extensive a.ncl‘ fertile countrics of Turkestan
and Bokhara, with the large central towns of Balkh, Khiva,
and Bokhara; and, at a great distance westerly, we find the
Caspian Sea.

The commerce of this vast territory is now carried on
by so circuitous and expensive a route, that it will be easy
to restore it to the ancient and natural channel of the
Indus, and by that means how much 1t 1s hikely to be
increased, now that it is freed by the supremacy of Iingland
from the political obstructions and exorbitant demands of
the turbulent and semi-barbarous states on its banks may
be readily conceived.

“In former times the Indus was the great highway of
commerce between India and Central Asia; but upon the
dismemberment of the empire of the Great Mogul, ihe
river fedl under the power of a multitude of petty chielfs,
whose exactions gradually extinguished the traffic. One
consequence of this revolution was, that Cabul, Bokhara,
and Persia, instead of bcing supplied from India with
manufactured goods, as had previously been the case,
recelived most of their supplics from Russia, which, from
the facilities of conveyance afforded by the Volga, running
immto the Caspian Sea, was enabled to come into the
markets of the East upon eligible teyms. These advantages
possessed by Russia have, it is understood, been latterly
augmented by the establishment of steam-vessels upon the
Volga and the Caspian; and the Russian are now supplant.
ing the Hnghsh mamifactures in the Punjaub, and even
threatening to do so in the north-westprovinces of Bengal,’*

* Indian River Navigation, by John Bow De, C. E.
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““The imports into Central Asia consist of European
manufactures of every description :—Calicoes, long cloths,
chintzes, muslins, and other kinds of cotton goads, broad
cloths, velvets, mankeens, gold-thread, copper, and brass
wares of all descriptions, cutlery, and jewellery, and, in
fact, of almost every article which compose British exports,
and including considerable quantities of refined sugar. At
present, (besides the valley of the Indus,) there are three
routes by which these imports are received :—1st. By the
Persian Gulf, through Persia ; 9nd. By the caravans from
Smyrma and the ports in the Levant; and 8rd. chiefly, and
by far in the largest proportion, through Russia. Let us
trace the route from the latter, as being the chief source.
Goods erther manufactured in, or imported mnto Russia from
England, France, and Germany, many of them purchased at
the great German fairs, after paying very high transit duties,
are shipped at some point on the Volga, and conveyed by
steam-hoats down that river to the head of the Caspian
Sea. They are then conveyed the whole length of that
sea by other steam-boats established thereon to Balfrush,
where they are again landed. Irom that point they are
conveyed by the eastern caravans by the high road through
Sari to Bustum. At this point one road diverges in a
north-easterly direction to Bokhara, Khiva, and Balkh.
Another road continues onward iIn an easterly course to
Herat thence to Candahar, and so on to Ghizni and Cabul;
. Tfrom whence Peshawur, Attock, Liahore and all the country
of the Punjaub and Cashmere have partly been supplied.”*
¢ The 1mports of Cabul are indigo, cotton, sugar, calicoes,
muslins and shawls; and the exports are horses, the madder
of Ghizni and Candahar, and fresh and dried firuits. The
chief carrers of the trade are the I.ohanee merchants,t a

Wiy
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¥ The Economist.
t Lohanee Merchants. — The following is an extract from a
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pastoral race of Affghans, who occupy the country eastward
from Ghizni to the Indus. The Lohanee caravan usually

il ey,

recenf letter from Mr. H. B. E, Frere:—* These men are the great
carriers of the Affghan trade. They have their homes about Guzni,
where they spend the summer. Since the trade via Tatta and the
Indus was extinguished in the* latter end of the last century, these
people have supplied themselves with seaborne goods via Calcutta.
They descend the passes before they are blocked up by snow, between
Guzni and the Indus, in vast caravans of eight or ten thousand gouls
~the whole tribe moving bodily—men, women, children and cattle —
their goods being on camels and ponies. Arrived in the Derajat, they
leave the aged men, women and children in black felt tents, with their
flocks and herds in the rich pastures bordering on the Indus, while
the able.bodied men push across the Punjaub with their goods for
sale either in that province or on the banks of the Ganges. The lead-
ing merchants precede the main body on dromedaries, taking with
them a few samples, letters of credit, &ec. &c , make their purchases
at Delhi, Agra, Allahabad, Cawnpoor, Mirzapoor, and even: Calcutta,
and return with them express—~collect their families and floclks, and
force their way up the passes. Their numbers generally enable them
to compound with the tribes of the mountains for a reasonable amount
of blackmail, but they have sometimes to fight their way. I have heard
of the wife of an eminent merchant of this tribe, wlose husband had
been detained longer than he expected at Delhl, offering the ** Kallila-
hashee” (head of the caravan) demurrage at the rate of 10,000 rupees
a day, to defer the upward march of the caravan, and enable her hus-
band to rejoin, as she knew that if left behind he would be unable to
follow them through the passes, except at great risk to his life and the

property he might have with him.
““ Last year, the first of this tribe came down to Kurraches, and told

me that they would soon all come that way; that they had no idea of
its comparative shortness and other facihties, When I met them,
they had shipped the wool they had brought down from Guzni on
board river hoats at Dhera Ismael Khan, and were taking their unladen
camels down to Kurrachee, expecting there to find return loads, with
which they would go hack to Aflghanistan,

““’The fact that the merchants who carry on this trade have turned
their attention to Kurrachee as a substitute for Calcutta, seems L0 me

a point of much importance.”
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reaches Cabul about the beginning of June; and after the
rmerchants have disposed of their goods they prosecute their
journey onward to Bokhara. The imports which Bokhara
receives from India are the same as those rcceived by
Cabul. About 2000 camel-loads of goods reach Cabul
from India yearly, and about half this quantity is trans.

mitted to Turkestan.
“The imports into -Bokhara from Russia are—white

cloths, muslins, chintzes, broadcloths, velvets, brocade,
nankeen, gold thread, cochineal, refined sugar, honey, furs,
locks, iron, iron pots, wire, copper and brass, leather, paper,
needles, inferior cutlery and jewellery, hardware, and a
variety of other small articles. English broadcloth is much
prized in Bokhara, but none reaches that country, e:}cept
through Russia or Persia; from which countries, although
its transmission 1s subject to heavy imposts, it can be
brought at a cheaper rate than from India, in consequence
of the expense of the land-carriage through Affghanistan,
which, however, the opening of the Indus would in a great
measure supersede. ]

“ Besides the Russian and Indian trade, Bokhara carvies
on a considerable traffic with China, by way of Cashgar
and Yarkund. The imports to Bokhara, from China, are—
China ware, musk, bullion, and tea. Of the latter article
there are nine hundred and fifty horse-loads, or two hundred
thousand pounds, transmitted annually, although the diffi-
culties of the roads, and the long land-carriage through
Thibet, necessarily much enhance the price. A horse-load
of two hundred and fifty pounds costs sixty tillasin Yarkund,
and sells for one hundred tillas in Bokhara. It is entirely
green tea which 1s carried to Turkestan, and thc best comes
from a place In China called Turkht, and is packed in small
boxes” of Banea tin, from whence it is called Banca tea.
The sugar-candy of China is also imported into Turkestan,
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but being a comparatively cumbrous article, it cannot-be
carried by the same route as the tea, but is conveyed from
China to Bombay, from thence up the Persian Gulf, and
on by land to Teheran: from thence a large quantity is
carried across the Caspian to the Bay of Balkhan, from
whence it is carried to Khiva,* and a small quantity is also
carried by way of Meshed. It is obvious, that if the Indus
were available for commerce, 1t would afford a much casier
route for the produce of China to Xhiva and Bokhara, than
either -the route through Thibet, or the route through
Persia; and many of the commodities which find their way
inta Central Asia through circuitous routes, would neces-
sarily take the route of the Indus, so soon as that channel
of communication was properly opened up.

“The principal exports of Bokhara are silk, wool, and
lamb-skins. The silk is chiefly produced on the banks of
the Oxus, where the mulberry grows in the most luxuriant

— aTeTTeTY,

*® ¢t Khiva, of the site of which Major Abbott gives a new determina-
tion, placing it in latitude 41° 20°, and longitude 60°% is the modern
capital of the kingdom of Khaurasm, the ancient Chorasmin, On the
north-west this is separated from the district of Orenburg by a belt of
steppe inhabited by Kirghese Cossacks, or as Captain Abbott chooses
to call them, Kuss-auks, whose Chief is a nominal iributary of the
Russian government—~an allegiance, probably, secured mainly by the
market which his people find at Samara for the skins that their flocks
produce. On the west, Khaurasm is bounded by the Caspian Sea,
on the south west by Persia and Herat, on the south-east by Bokhara,
and on the north-east by Kokann. Taken roughly, its area extends
about 800 miles from north to south, and 600 from east to west, and
1t entirely separates Russia from Bokhara, and consequently commands
the line of traffic hetween those two places.”

Merv, the principal town of the district of Yoollataun, is an extremely.
important position, as the trade between Bokhara and Persia, and also
that between Khiva and Affghanistan passes throngh it, and con-
templible as ifs present appearance is, it might, with judicious care,
rapidly rise into wealth and consequence.

bt P e —
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manner, and nearly-all the inhabitants are engaged in
rearing the suk-worm during the summer months, The
lamb-skins of Bokhara are renowned throughout the East,
and are only procurable at Karahool, a small district lying
petween Bokhara and the Oxus, These skins are thiefly
carried to Persia ; but the risks of the transport are great,
in cor_tsequex.{ce of the wunsettled condition of the tribes
between the two countries. From these’ causes it is not
possible to negotiate a bill between Meshed and Bc;kha:ra
and the cost of transport is very high.

“ The manufactures of Russia find ready access into
Persia by the Caspian; but Tabreez and Teheran also
receive Russian goods by way of Tiflis and the Caucasus.
Latterly a route has been opened for English goods into
the northern parts of Persia by way of Trebizonde, from
which much benefit has accrued—the southern districts
being supplied- with English goods from Bushire, on the
Persian Gulf. To the north-west of Bushire the Karoon,
a large and navigable river, ascends into the heart of
. Persia; and, under suitable arrangements, goods might be
carried by this route to within a comparatively short
distancé of Ispahan.”*

TRADE OF INDIA WITH CENTRAL ASIA,—
Goods brought to Attok, on the Indus, by steamer and
rail, may be placed in the Cabul, Ghizni, Candahar, Ilerat,
Balkh and Bokhara markets, at a much less cost than hy

the expensive caravan route from Novogorod and the Volga.
There 1s a great trade in silk between Bokhara and-the

Punjaub.
The trade of India, with central Asia, amounts to about

one million sterling. One portion of this sceks egress and
ingtess on the borders of Scinde, and the remainder passes

il e il

* Indian River Navigation, by Joun Bourng, C.E.
F‘
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through the Punjaub., By the former route the trade 1s
carried on by means of the Indus, and by camels, horses,
mules, and more recently by carts ; by the latter route 1t 1is
carried on by multitudes of camels, mules and ponies which
are used in the transit instead of wheel carriages. A string
of camels, numbering five thoumnd occasionally comes from
BRokhara to Dhers Ismael Khan, on the Indus. The mer-
chants travel'armed, and are accompanied by their famailies,
and the caravan constitutes as it were a moveable bazaar.
Silks and wools, groceries and spices, furs from Russia, and
gold with the Bokhara stamp, although extracted from the
Ural Mountains, dyes, books, cloths and metals are the
wares they carry. Arrvived at Dhera.Ismacl Khan, the
families and baggage are deposited, and the merchants
severally start, with their trains and merchandise, for the
south. About 20,000 camels are employed 1 this trade,
exclusive of ponies and mules. A large number of armed
retainers accompany the caravans, besides 8,000 servants,*
The import trade carried on in this truly primitive fashion,
cost~for transit from 6d. fo ls. 64. per ton per mile, and
“amounted on the average of the five years, ending 1849

tO—

Article. Countiy umeci'uce. Value,
Raw silk Bolkhara, Khorasan Rs. 2,80,000
‘Wools Hills north of Cabul, Ghuzni, 12,000
. Aftghanistan, Herat and Bok-

Notions { hara, Persia and Khorasan 85,000
Dried fruits ~ Cabul, Jellalabad and Kandahar 91,000
Red dye Kandahar 1,20,000
Iron Mmes west of Bunoo 33,500
Alum Kalabagh 22,000

Carried forward Rs. 6,43,500

el P T T T ™t —
B e o rel——r—

* Vide Note, pags 23, supra.
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Brought forward Rs. 6,483,500
. Affehanistan, exeept pomegra- -
Raw fruits { nates from Kandahar 22,000
Horse cloths D.-Ismael-Khan 12,000
Gold Bokhara, - 8,00,000
Horses Affehanistan and Persia 1,560,000
Light articles 30,000
Total * - 11,67,500
Add specie payments 6,00,000
Grand total Rs. 17,657,000

“The word which we have translated by the American
equivalent “notions,’ includes, gum-arabic, rose leaves,
assafeetida, yellow amber, medicines, sulphwur, liguorice,
antimony, dyes, and a varicty of groceries, spices, and all
that is pleasant—and unpleasant—to taste and smell. The
phrase ¢light articles’ covers a variety as miscellaneous
as the stock-in-trade of a marine store dealer, or a shop in
the Calcutta China bazaar. It includes Persian silks,
Russia leather, Russia-chintzes, pet animals, great coats,
Ispahan and Damascus blades, fans, punkahs, ermine and
sable furs;”* in fact anything and everything not absolutely
necessary. “ Silk, it will be perceived, is, with one excep-
tion, the most important item. Of the whole quantity
imported, one-half 1s consigned to a single house at Um-
ritsir, and a molety of the remainder to a second. The
latter, moreover, the house of Tukht Mull, imports half the
wool. 'The raw fruits are confined chiefly to Jewan Singh
of the same place, and we may remark generally, that
although the trade is widely scattered, the greater portion
alike of merchandise and profits remains in exceedingly few
hands. The traders are generally * Kabulees,” ¢ Lohanees,’

iy v iy o

* Friend of India.
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and ¢ Purachas,’ the two latter being natives of Daman
and Attocle. The Purachas are remarkable for their branch
establishments. They maintamn them throughout the Pun-
jaub at Umritsir, Mooltan, and Hooshearpore, in Behar,
in Moorshedabad, and at Radhanagore. The only caravans
apparently which reach Calcutta are those which convey

the articles under the head ‘notions.’ *#
The export trade during the same period amounted on

the average to—

P lace, Value

“Shawls Cashmere (Rs.) 6,650,000
Loaf sugar . Jullundur 50,000
Rough sugar (goor) Baree and Rechna Doab 8,000
Indigo Mooltan and Upper India 1,57,000
Coarse native cloth Punjaub 3,64,000
Piece goods Manchestex 3,80,000
Notions Furope 45,000
Total 16,44,000

““The ‘notions’ again include hardware, glass, cutlery,
camphor, cloves, cinnamon, sandal wood, verdigris, quick-
silver, tea, and everything with which Sheffield can tempt
the taste of sema-barbarian tribes”+ The amounts of
exports and imports through the Punjaub, was only
£840,000 ; but it has increased since the estimates wcere
made, and there is little doubt but that 1t, taken in con-
junction with that traversing the provinee of Seinde,
approaches nearly a million sterling, The appearance of
bullion amongst the imports, shows that the balance of
trade is in favour of India, and the trade bcing in every
item susceptible of considerable extension is well worth the

kel aniyeinlini— e iy PR

* Friend of India. + Ibid.
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attention of Manchester and Yorkshire. Inglish chintzes
and broadcloths are greatly esteemed I central Asia; and
broadecloth of light texture, such asledy’s cloth, at moderate
rates, would meet with a ready and extensive sale.

““We have already mentioned the many products which .
Central Asia has to give in exchange ! but thereis one very
important one which appears to have been almost entirely
overlooked, and which is capable of great extension—we
mean sheeps’ wool. All the countries bordering on the
Indus, and especially those to the west, contain very ex-
tensive pastoral districts, where wool is produced in great
abundance. The rapid increase i the supply of wool to
this country from that territory during the last few years,
cven under all the disadvantages which. have existed, and
the great cost of transit and re-shipment from the ports on
the coast to Bombay and thence to England, is the best
proof of what may fairly be expceted with the facilities now
for the first time about to be offered. Little as India is
noticcd as a source for the supply of wool, the quantity
now lmported 18 as large as our whole Australian colonies
produced as lately as 1836. In 1833, the quantity of
sheeps’ wool imported from India was but 3,721 lbs; in
1841 it had risen to about 3,008,000 1bs.””’

“ But 1t 1s quite essential to its suceess that direct com-
munication between this country and Kwrachee should be
established as early as possible, and there can be no doubt
that prvate interest and competition will soon lead to such
arrangements. According to the most recent accounts from
India, it appears that some American trading ships have
already availed themselves of the new facilities afforded
by the improvement of Kwrrachee as a port. A direct
commumecation between the Indus and this- country will
be of even more importance as respects the importation
of the raw productions of Asia, than the export of the
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more expensive and less bulky articles of British manu-
facture.”’*

Our trade with India, important as it is, is only 1o be
regarded as in its infancy. Im 1834 it was scarcely
£4,000,000 in value, while it now amounts to nearly

£20,000,000.
Holding as we do the Tndus from Cashmere to the sea

we have a power which, if “well understood and wisely
improved, puts us m posscssion of the key to the whole
commerce of Central Asia; which cannot be pursued with-
out adding to the prospexity and productiveness of our new
territories.”” .

The Indus debouching into the plains, separates the
Himalayah range from the Hindoo Koosh, and after re-
ceiving the Punjaub nivers and other tributarics, flows
through many mouths into the Arabian Sea.

The Indus and its affluents being now subject to us, it
becomes our duty to re-open to the world this ancient
highway of nations. The resources of modern scicnee
judiciously applied to this linc of communication would at
once not only be of inesfimable benefit to our own pro-
vinces, but would loosen the political hold which Russia
possesses over Centfral Asia by her commercial relations
with that country.

It remams for private enterprise to occupy this mag-
nificent field for commerce and civilization.

The transit duties being abolished and all fisgal restric-
tions removed, and the energetic and turbulent races of
the valley of the Indus having been reduced to peaceful
cultivators of the soil, the life’ and property of the trader
are as safe as in this country, and the advent of the steam
engine, that herald of commerce, enlightenment and peace,

* The Fconomist. + TIhid,
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igalone wanting to enable enterprise to take possession of 4
field which has been hitherto to the British merchant
almost hermetically sealed, and “ with the facilities which
will be afforded to the traders of Cabul, and those who
supply the extensive markets of Khiva and Bokhara; and,
lastly, with the impetus that will be given to the coasting
trade of the Persian Gulf, by the estabhishment of Kur-
rachee as a great emporium of British commerce, 1t 1s not
difficult to foresee that in a few years it must become one
of the most extensive and lucrative markets in our Eastern
possessions.”’®

The importance of completing frunk lines is apparent.
The railway from Lahore and Umritsir to Mooltan, once
in operation, the rivers of the Punjaub, covered with the
smaller boats of the country, will act as feeders of the
railway, which will hecome the highway of an extended
commeyrce; while the river steamers from Mooltan to
Hydrabad, and the railway from Hydrabad to Kurrachee,
will give a continuous steam communication to the natural
port of the valley of the Indus. -

GRANTS OF LAND, EFFECT OF.—Grants of land,
on conditions similar to those recently conceded for tea
cultivation in the province of Kumaon, (page 157) would
rapidly extend in the country of the five rivers, the
cultivation of cotton, wheat, tea, flax,t hemp, and the

mulberry. (Vide p. 157.)

b s L gl

¥ The Economist,

+ Linseed, — Eleven hundred bags of Punjaub hnseed were sold
at Kurrachee on the 26th September last. The average price was
4rs, 8a. a maund. Seven hundred bags, not yet airived, were sold at
drs. 10a., and an offer to sell all that might airive before October,
brought 4rs. 5a. a maund. A quanfity of Scinde hinseed was also sold
at 4rs. 0a. a mdund. These prices are extiemely profitable to the

ETOWers.
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EUROPEAN -AGENCY.—Land obtainable, and the
means of transit established, manufactories of indigo, salt,
saltpetre, silk, and produce marts will spring up under the
direction of Huropean agency; while the inexhaustible
supply of iron ore, and other mineral wealth, lying dor-
mant on the very surface of the soil, will be accessible and
appreciated and cease to be a reproach.

Transport to the sea once provided, the borax, from
the far lake of Mansoreewar, will no longer seek a market
eastward; and the morc useful articles of the looms of Cash-
mere will form part of the exports from beyond the Sutlej,
while the export of wool, the great staple of thc valley of
the Indus, would be incalculably inecreased.

DIRECT STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWERN
KURRACHEE AND SUEZ. — Steam transit in the
Valley of the Indus once fairly established, the overland
route, turning from the Nile to the Euphrates, Aleppo
and Seleucia, will supersede Cairo and Alexandria.
With a rail from Seleucia, by way of Aleppo to
Bussorah, and a steam service across to Kurrachee,
our mails will reach that port in fifteen days, and with
the aid of improved steamers and the rail, passengers
and goods will reach Lahore m a tenth part of the
time now occupied. But years are requived to establislh
and perfect such a comprehensive arrangemceni; and
as it 18 of the utmost Importancc to this country to
have the existing route kept up as an alternative line
of communication with the empire in the east, it is of
primary urgency to give effect to the wishes of the Commis-
sioners and other authorities of Scinde and the Punjaub, as
well as the inhabitants generally, 1hat the countries bordering
on the Indus should be brought ncarcr Europe, by estab-
lishing a direct steam communication between Kurrachce
and Suez. Kurrachee, from its geographical position, must
become the European port of India. It is 205 miles nearer
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Aden than Bombay is to Aden.; and during the prevalence
of the south-west monsoon, it is virtually 745 miles nearer
Aden than Bombay is to Aden.

The present distinguished Commissioner of Scinde has
manifested a great interest in obtaining a direct steam
communication between Kurrachee and Aden and Suez.
He has repeatedly mrged his views on the attention of
Government, and has collected data on the subject from
the Punjaub and north-west provinces which, we believe,
will afford a guarantee that if this project is undertaken by
a private company, and supported liberally by the local
(overnment, it bids fair to become a safe and remunerative
enterprise.  “ It is well known,” observes a Kurrachee
paper, “that the passenger traffic alone from the north-west
provinces vie the Indus to Kwrrachee, has increased four
hundred fold during the past year, and the goods traffic has
expanded itself in a still larger ratio. The expenses which
passengers from up-countryare put to, who prefer the Bombay
to the Calcutta homeward route, are enormous. " Their tem-
porary sojourn here whilst waiting for a Bombay.steamer,
their passage-money hence to the presidency, and their de-
tention there, frequently cost them as much, or nearly so, as
therr overland journey. Now,all these delays, inconveniences,
and heavy charges would at once be done away with by the
establishment of regular and dircet communication with
Aden or Sue_z_: say once a month; and the nataral result
of this arrangement would be, that for one passenger that
now comes down the Indus on the way to TFurope, there
would be twenty who would gladly patronise the new route.
Again, 1t 1s not unreasonable to expect that Government
wonld pay any private company who might undertake this
enterprise, a handsome sum annually for the conveyance of
the mails to and from Scinde,” the Punjaub, and north-
west provinces. The parcels and light goods would like-
wise help to swell the returns; and altogether we think |
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there can be little doubt that such a company, properly
managed, would be a paying concern, and a safe investment
for capital.” |

Were a divect steam communication between Kwrrachee
and Suez once establisheds at moderate rates, numerous
Moslem pilgrims and merchants from the banks of the
Indus, Central Asia, and the Persian Gulf, would take ad-
advantage of this route to visit the holy cities of Mecca
and Medina, especially Mecca, ““the grand mart of the
Moslem world, or the meeting-place of nations.””

We know that thousands of pilgrims annually resort
thither from the Persian Gulf; some fravellihg across
Arabia, others In native craft to Bombay, and thence hy
boat and steamers to Aden and Suez.

Were a company to take up the Kwrrachee and Suez line,
1t might be so arranged, either that the Suez steamers
should touch at Muscat and embark pilgrims thence, which
would not perhaps entall more than a day’s declay; or a
branch steamer might ply between the Persian Gulf and
Kurrachee as a feeder of the Suez steamer; and there is a
considerable traffic in merchandize carried on between the
ports in the Persian Gulf, Muscat and Kurmachee. This
steamer could also carry the Persian Grulf mail; and, viewing
the present aspect of the political horizon, would it not be a
matter of the highest importance to have a regular communi-
cation with the Gulf, upon which we could always depend ?

The thousands of pilgrims who for four months in the
ycar pass through Iigypt to embark at Suez for Arabia,
would gladly exchange the prolonged misery which they
endure in the wretched vessels of the country for permission
to couch on the deck of an English steamer.

According to an authority long rcsident in the Rast,
“The heterogeneous mass of pilgrims (passing through
Kegypt) 1s composed of people of all classes, colours, and
costumes. One sees among them not only the natives of
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countries contiguous to E éypt , but also a large proportion
of Central Asians from Bokhara, Persia, Circassia, Turkey,
and the Crimea, who prefer this route by way of Constan-
tinople to the difficult, expensive, and dangerous caravan
line through the Desert from Damascus and Bagdad. The
West sends us Moors, Algerines, and Tunisians; and imner
Africa a mass of sable Takrouri and others from Bornu,
the Sudan, (Ghedamah near the Niger, and Jabarti from
the Habash.”* (p. 165).

THE EUPHRATES VALLEY ROUTE TO INDIA.
~—%The Indian government contributes £70,000 a year
towards the charges of an extended commumication with
India and China, and the intercourse with England, by way
of Egypt, is now regular and rapid. The prejudices, and
even the impcrial considerations, which favoured the old
circuitous communication by way of the Cape of Good
Hope, have given way before the irresistible desire for rapid
locomotion and intercourse with all parts of the world.
This influence 1s still exerting itself with full force. As
soon as the war with Russia is over, and Turkey becomes
settled down into a state of peace, and is gradually brought
within the range of European enterprise, improvements,
and civilisation, we are satisfied that the desire to secure
the shortest route to India will be revived in full force, and
that eventually we shall penetrate through Asic Minor fo
the Persian Gulf, so as to make that mighty river once
more, a8 n ancient fimes, a highway to the commerce
of the East. If any one had predicted three years ago,
that an Enghish railway would be constructed from Balak-
lava to Sebastopol, the notion would have been quite
derided. It is, indeed, far more probable that this genera-
tion will not pass away before a railway 1s perfected, so as
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* ¢ Pilgrimage 40 Bl Medina and Mecea,” by Lieut. R F. Burton
and Mr. Levick’s *“ Notes on Suez and the Suezians.”’
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to unite the Fuphrates at some accessible point with the
Mediterranean, and thereby shorten and render still more
easy the overland communicalion with the East, through
the Persian Gulf.”’*

A glance at a map will demonstrate the commercial and
geographical advantages of the position of Kurrachee, both
in relation to the existing route by Hgypt and the Red
Sea, as well as to that by the Euphrates Valley and Pe-
sian Gulf, proposed by that eminent authority General
Chesney and advocated by the late Dr. James Bowen

Thompson.
This latter truly excellent and talented gentleman died

lately at Constantinople, after having devoted many years
to the advocaey of the Euphrates valley route, and with his
latest breath he urged the early and emnergetic prosecution
of the design.

The route fiom FKEurope vid Suez and Kurrachee to
Lahore 1s about 2,700 miles shorter than the route via
Suez and Calcutta to Lahore; and by the opening of the
Huphrates Valley Route, the distance will be reduced in
all by 3,594 miles, viz. :—

_ MrLEs.
London to Lahore, vi¢ Trieste, Suez, Aden and

Calcutta - - - . . - - 9,615
Liondon to Liahore, vid Trieste, Suez, Aden and

Kurrachee - - - . - - 6,908
London to ILiahore, vid Trieste, Seleucia, the

Euphrates Valley and Kurrachee - - 6,021+

el e S s el - ek mind

¥ Madrﬁé Athensum.
+ London to Lahore, vig Trieste, Aden and Calcutia.

Miles, Miles
London to Trieste. ’ . 1,503
Trieste to Aden : . 3,000
Aden to Calcutta . : . 3,789
Calcutta to Lahore . . 1,233

——— 0,615
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Independently of the foregoing considerations, the value
of the line of intercourse proposed to be established from
the northern coast of Syria to the Kuphrates, and thence to
Bussorah and the Persian Gulf, will appear still greater
when we estimate 1t as combined with the commercial
importance which the four gréat rivers of western Asia
must add to it. In this respect, General Chesney observes,
that *“ the elevated platean, which extends from the hase of
Mount Ararat info northern Armenta, Kurdhistan, and
part of Asia Minor, contains the sources of four noble
rivers, having their estuaries in three different seas; and
thus, from Armenia, as from the centre of a great continent,
giving an easy communication to the nations of Europe
and Asia.” A reference to General Chesney’s map will shew,
‘¢that by following the Aizil-Irmak through Asia Minor,
we reach the Black Sea; from whence there are inlets into
Russia, Austria, Turkey, &c. In the same way, the 4ras,
by terininating in the Caspian, opens several routes towards
Great Tartary, as well as towards the rest of Central Asia
and China; while the Tigris and Euphrates, with their
numerous ramifications, afford abundant means of commu-
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London to Lahore, via Trieste, Aden and Kurrachee :—

London to Trieste : . 1,503
Trieste to Aden . : . 3,000
Aden to Kurrachee : . 1,435
Kurrachee to Lahore . . 880
e 6,008
London to Lahoe, viz Seleucia, Euphrates, Bussora and Kurra-
chee .=
London to Trieste . . 1,503
Trieste to Seleucia : . 1,600
Seleucia to Bussora (Air Line 660) 1,008
Bussora to Kurrachee . . 040

Kurrachee to Lahore . . 880
. — 6,021
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nicating with Persia, India, Arabia, and the continentgef
Africa.”’* With these regious,an extensive commercial traffic
is maintained -to this day, through the medium of very large
and numerous caravans, which, from a very early period,
have provided the countries traversed by those four rivers
with the produce and merchandise of Eastern Africa, and
furnished the latter with those of Asiatic and European
origin. (Vide p. 200.)

A NEW TFIELD FOR BRITISH CAPITAL AND
ENTERPRISE.—A correspondent from Mooltan writes:—
““Tt is a matter of surprise to not a few here that British
capitalists have not ere now been attracted to this quarter
of the glohe. The Mooltan district presents a field for
enterprise which is enjoyed by but few of the districts
in the Punjaub. The country is intersected by canals
and water-cuts, and is almost entively independent of
the periodical rains. The soil is rieh and fertile. There
18 a vast area of culturable land lying iwaste—the lcase
of which could be obtained on very favourable terms.
The bhanks of the rivers are fringed with luxuriant cul-
twvation. Indigo and cotton ave eatensively grown, par-
ticularly in Shoojabad, where the abscence of cultivation
1s a feature unknown mm the landscape of that portion
of the district. The whole perguna presents an unbroken
scenc of perpetual verdure. The district must have been,
at no remote period, In a very prosperous condition
for the ruins of ancient towns and wvillages are to be
met with everywhere, while the vestiges of numerous
canals indicate that agriculture was the chief means of sub-
sistence of a generation now passed away.”

FIBROUS SUBSTANCES.—The demand for flax,

ol

* Expedition to FEuphrates and Tigris by Colonel, now Major-
General, Chesney, R.A., F.R.8., &e., &c.
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hemp, silk, cotton, and hair is now becoming so great that
the market cannot be supplied with a sufficiency of these
raw materials to keep our large manufactories in full opera-
tion, and India is now looked to as the country whence
these supplies must be derived.

COTTON.—A recent correspondent of an Indian paper
says - In April last (1855), I brought to England a small
quantity of cotton (the raw materal) grown from accli-
mated American cottoun seed in a district on the banks of
the river Jhelum; this specimen [ had shown to several
cotton spinners in Manchester. They pronounced it to be
the finest specimen of cotton they had seen grown in India,
even directly from Amecrican seed, and to be worth from
61d. to 63d. per b,

‘“ Along the banks of our Punjaub rivers lie tracts of
land admirably situated for the growth of cotton. It only
requires steady encouragement on the part of the local
Government, trouble and perseverance on the part of the
district officer, to cover those lands with cotton of the
finest quality. -

“ The cotton that could thus be grown might, with ease
and at trifling cost, be conveyed in country boats, (until
we have, as we ought to have, steamers on those rivers)
down the Indus to Kurrachee, and there shipped for
England.

“Kurrachee 1s a port of great importance; but, like
many things of great importance, not heeded or taken
advantage of. The, one article, cotton, if properly culti-
vated in the Punjaub and in Scinde, would afford export
Jreight for a vast number of ships visiting Kurrachee, while
Glovernment stores for the Punjaub, private property and
merchandize would afford endless import freight, to say
nothing aof the greal number of passengers who would avail
themselves of that route.”
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According to 2 Seinde paper—“ Any one located” on
the banks of the river Indus might observe flects of
boats coming down the river in the winter months, all
laden with cotton.” 'The cotton *brought to Scinde and
shipped at Sukkur comes§ across the J ftysulmere Desert
from Rajpootana, and is either consumed in Scinde or
exported to Affghanistan.

WOOL.—The western presidency yields her millions of
tons annually of this article of commerce (wool), and she is
indebted for it chiefly to the countries which are i greater
proximity to Kuwrrachee than to Bombay. ¢ Why, there-
fore, (says a Kurrachee paper) should we not avail our-
selves of the advantages of our position, and establish a
direct commercial communication with England?

““ There existed one drawback to this beforc, which was
the circunmstance of no European vesscls calling here likely
to receive eargo. The example set us by the Court of
Directors, in making Scinde the highway for troops for the
far north-west, should, however, remove this difficulty.
The Runjaubee, Affghan, and Patan merchants would, we
are certain, be glad to avail themselves of the opportunity
of shipping their wool at Kurrachee, and thcreby avoid a
sea trip to Bombay ; but the first step towards overcoming
the prescnt apathy, must be the establishment of a screw
company,* or perhaps, more appropriately, a working com-
pany, 'of peopie who will undertake and guarantee the
screwing of the wool; and our ships, which bring us
annually cargoes of human beings, for-the service of their
country m India, may reccive in return cargoes of wool

and other raw produce, for the use and the benefit of our
brethren at home.”

" T e L T,
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% This has been accomplished, in some degree, by private enter-

prise, and serews for cotton and wool are about being provided for
Mooltan and Ifurrachee by the liberality of the Kast India Company.
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LINSEED AND FLAX.—“One consequence of the
war with Russia will be, to make us, to a great extent, in-
dependent of many of her staple exports. In the case of
oil seeds, the trade with Calcutta has been so greatly
developed, as to render seeds one of thc most important
features in our trade with that port; and our East Indian
possessions hid fair, at no distant period, to supply the
entire consumption of this country.’’*

Major Hollings, Deputy Commissioner of Shahpore, in
the Punjaub, observes :— During the past season my atten-
tion has been directed to the cultivation of linseed and the
preparation of flax-—subjects which have been taken up by
the Financial Commissioner, Mr. McLeod, with a view to
the exportation of these products to the markets in England.
The position of the Punjaub is peculiarly favorable for the
development of commerce, and there are in it soils and
climates suitable for the production of every kind of fruit
and vegetable. When the mineral resources are betfer
known, it will be found that the Punjaub contains un-
Limited supplies of those valuable manures which chemistry
has lately introduced to agriculture.”

““When intelligence reached us,” says the Bombay Tiumes,
““that war had been declared by our Queen against the
Emperor of Russia, Mr. Frere, the Commissioner of Scinde,
and his friends here, began to consider how they could
assist our manufacturers and their territory by supplying
us with rav material usually heretofore received from
Russia. If we were only able to take their goods during
hostilities, it might be a profitless transaction for Scinde to
supply part of the vacuum caused by war; but one use of
this quarrel is to compel a thorough search of our own
resources, and one loss to Russia from its existcnce will be

the employment of other lands to grow those staples that

et TPl ML ST e

# Messrs, Laing and Campbell’s Annual Circular for 1856.
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it has hitherto supplied. Two productions of Russia which
we buy in large quantities may be profitably grown in
Northern India. Wheat 1s the first, and probably the
more important of these articles. Flax is the second staple
of Russia referred to in the preceding sentences, and which
the friends  of Scinde expect it to supply. Xgypt is a
somewhat similar country, and the flax of the Egyptians
must have been of high quality thousands of years since;
for their fine linen was, at that distance of time, in high
reputation. We have, therefore, no reason to doubt the
capabilities of Scinde to produce fine flax. The value of
the staple in a great measure depends upon its quality.

Very few articles present an equally long range of quota-
tions. It has been sold at £30, and it has brought £140

per ton. The average price in this country is higher, how-
ever, than that of cotton ; -and thercfore no great difficulty
will arise regarding the freight, although the construction
of railways, or the improvement of the Indus, is still an 1m-
portant esscntial to a great flax trade from Northern

India.” .
Some 5,000 maunds of linseed have becn vecently sold

in Lahore at two rupees a maund., This is a price which
amply repays the cultivator, and the demand is likely to
continue, The seed was intended for Kurrachee and Bom-
bay, to be exported to Iingland, where prices wcre then
ranging about equal to seven rupees a maund.

The Bombay Telegraph and Courier, 5th October last has
the followmmg statement, from a correspondent, rcgarding
the sale of the seed sent down to Scinde to be disposed of :—

“We have nmow the pleasure to wait on you with the
result of the first sale of Punjaub linseed, which took
place yesterday, when 1,200 bags were submitted for com-
petition in lots of 25 bags each, and sold at prices varying
from rs, 4 to 4 13-16th per maund of 80 Ibs.
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‘“« After this a lot of 40 maunds of Scinde linseed was put
up, which realized rs. 4 8-6th per maund, and another batch
of 84 packages, in six different lots, which realized rs. 4
8-6th to 4 12-6th per maund.

‘“ Shortly afterwards a batch of 700 bags of Punjaub
linseed, now on 1its way from Muolt-m was sold to arrive
at rs. 4 10-16th per maund. After which the whole of the
remaining quantity of the Punjaub linseed, estimated at
7,000 or 8,000 maunds, was offered for sale to arrive. The
bidders at first showed some hesitation 1n offering for the
quantity in consequence 6f the uncertainty as to the time of
delivery, when it was agreed that the whole quantity that
may arrive before the end of October becomes the property
of the purchaser. With this stipulation, the lot was
knocked down at 4 8.16th per maund.”

WHEAT.—“T1ll within the last two years, we had but a
few isolated cases of this article being imported from India,
and, from various causes, these importations gave no encou-
ragement to 1mporters to continue them. Several thousand
quarters imported in 1854, however, have induced further
shipments; and about 60,000 grs. were shipped at Calcutta
for England during the last year, from January to the
22nd of November. The article being little known, the
importers found it difficult to sell for arrival on satisfactory
terms till November last, when sales on c¢. f. and 1. terms
commenced to be made; and since then to the present
time upwards of 40,000 qrs. have been sold. The highest
price pald for good qualties of soft wheats was 70s. c. .
and 1., on terms considered equal to 80s. delivered; and
this was when the price of good white English wheat was
85s. per qv. The lowest price since the decline in the corn
market has been 62s., c¢. f. and 1., for hard wheat. We
are informed that some few thousand quarters are now on
the way from Bombay (no doubt Punjaub wheat, which is
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the best grown in India) ; and, {from the samples shown, we
estimate the value of the hard at about the same as Spanish
hard, and the soft the same as good soft English, Some
quantity of the Calcutta wheat has lately arrived, and most
of 1t in excellent condition, and its present value on the
spot is 68s. to 72s. per quarter of 504 1bs.”*

With an immense wheat country at ils back, Kwrachee
can at present export no wheat. Scinde hgs almost bound-
less means for the production of wheat, and could, without
difficulty, and at a moderate price, supply the entiwre con-
sumption of Great Britain and Ireland. In these days,
when the price of the guartern loaf 1s a serious matter for
consideration to all housekeepers, and a terror to the poor,
the opening of such a source of supply is hke the finding of
concealed treasure. At present, the capabilities of produc-
tion are useless from the want of means of transgport, Colonel
Turner, Superintending Engineer in Scinde, observes that—
““ In travelling through the country after the inundation of
1831, I found at a place called Naree, a few miles above
Sehwan, stocks of Government gram of three successive
years :—the excessive inundation of that year had swamped
it, and it was utterly spoiled, fit only for manure. At
first T imagined the Kardar must be to blame, but on en-
quiry, I learned that there had been rcpeated attempts to
sell 1t by auction, but that no one would buy it, because
the cost of conveying it lo a market would render it an un-
profitable speculaiion.” (Vide pp. 78, 119.)

Major Preedy on this head remarks, ‘“that as the
proposed Railway was to be constructed entirely in
his collectorate, he considered it his duty to bear tes-
timony to the great commercial advantages likely to
be gained by it, in the transport of large quantitics

' — — T A p— -

* Messis Laing and Campbell’s Annual Circular for 1856
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of grain of all descriptions, which are produced in such
luxuriance in Upper and Middle Scinde. The quantity of
erain which might be exported from Kurrachce, was im-
mense ; when Sir C. Napier was herc—in the year of the
Irish famine, he offered to haveready 11,000 tons of grain
at Kurrachee for transmission, and such a quantity might
and could have been spared without interfering with the
consumption of the country. The cost of carriage now was
so great as actually to prohibit grain as an export. The
price of wheat and grain was at Shikarpore and Hydrabad,
just one half its price 1n Kurrachee, the navigation of the
Indus rendering attempts to bring grain down as an ex-
port very hazardous. Major Preedy instanced a case
where out of seven boats laden with grain which started
from Kolree, but one arrived in Kurrachee, the other siz
being lost ; if one or two boats only out of a batch of siz
or so were lost, it was generally considered a good venfure.
He looked, therefore, npon the grain transport alone to
give a large return—a return far exceeding what Lieut.
Chapman had allowed towards the profits of a railrdad in
Scinde.” (Vide p. 120.)

SALT —Balt, of the purest quality, is formed naturally
on the coasts of Scinde, and the Indian system of taxing
salt is not extended to that province. The immeunse trade
which might be carried on in this article was pointed out
eight or temn years ago, by Lieut. (now Major) Burke, of
the Bombay Engineers, who published a small pamphlet,
giving an account of the vast and practically-inexhaustible
deposit wlence the supply might be derived. But mo
notice was taken of the fact by mercantile men till January
1855, when the captain of a vessel going round to Cal-
cutta in ballast took a cargo. The venture was so succes-
ful that it has since been repeated. The duty paid on
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import of Scinde salt into Calcutta for the portion of the
vear up to August 1855, was Rs. 30,000.

A Company was formed at Kurrachee last year, for the
purpose of exporting Scinde salt to Calcutta., Its opera-
tions have not been very extensive, but so far they ap-
pear to have been successful. Hrom information, supplicd
by the Bombay Government, we learn that about half a lakh
of maunds of Kurrachee salt have been exported {o Calcutta
by the Company since December 1854, and thati, ¢ though
previously unknown there,.it has commanded prices heyound
the prices obtained for Bombay salt, which, next to Liver-
pool and foreign Europe salt, had heretofore stood in the
hichest favour in the Calecutta market.”” But according to
the Scinde Commissioner :— There 1s one cause which
retards the development of this irade, that 1s the apparent
igsnorance, in the mercantile circles in Ingland, that we
have such an article as salt in theprovince, though some
pains had Dbeen taken last year to give the fact publicity
through the medium of the Prospectusof the Salt Company.”

PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT O SCINDE,
— Mr, I'rere 1s leading the way,”” says the Fyiend of India,
““m an enterprise which, if successful, will do more for s
capital even than his own energy. Kuwrachee, from its
position on the Indus, is the natural pert of Central Asia.
From the Sutle) to the Oxus whocver wishes to communi-
cate with any place beyond the sea, must pass through
Kwmrachee. It occupies a position scarcely loss favourable
to commerce than that of Alexandria.” “The produce
which ought o float down the Scindian Nile must either be
carried overland, at an expense which sucks away all profit,
or incur imminent risk of destruction. With an immense
wheat country at its back, Kurrachee can export no wheat.
At Sehwan, the wheat of three years, tens of thousands of
maunds, rotted away under the eyes of Major Turner, for
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want of the means of transport. The trade is already too
large for the flotilla.’’

““ The difficulties of the ITndus commence at a place called
Jurruck. Above that point, the river will bear steamers of
any reasonable burden, and from its rocky bed is exempt
from the incessant changes which harass Lieutenant Gar-
forth in the Hoogly. From thence to Kurrachee, over a
country which presents few natural difficulties, a railway of
one hundred and ten miles, three-fourths of our Raneea
gunge line, would bring goods and passengers to the Kur-
rachee harbour.’”

““ It is this scheme which Mr. Frexe, on the 28th August
(1854), explained to a meeting of all the respectable inha-
bitants of Kurrachee. The prominent and energetic part
taken by My, Frere in the matter is highly to his credit, but
it is unnecessary for us to write his eulogium. He is un-
derstood both in Scinde and in India, and we prefer to
support the undertaking in which he has displayed so com-
mendable an interest.”

Scinde is happy in her rulers. The head of the govern-
ment of the province (now in this country) is identified
with enlightenment and progress; and Mr. Frere’s good
deeds are worthily emulated by Colonel Jacob, of the famous
Scinde Horse, now acting as Commissioner in his absence.
The latter officer established himself about nine years ago,
on the frontier of the Desert between the Indus and the
Bolan Pass, at a village which had then three small shops
and a well, protected from the Desert plunderers by a
small fort. He has now a town on the same spot with
about 7000 inhabitants, exclusive of those belonging to the
garrison ; and the country has, by his judicious measures,
and by the digging of a canal from the Indus, been ren-
dered so quiet that the Desert, for twelve miles from
Jacobabad, has become a sheet of cultivation, and life and
property are more secure than i most parts of. India.
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The predatory tribes of Scinde now cultivate the arts
of peacc; its language has beon reduced to a definite
shape ; its hitherto oppressed inhabitants, who, not many
years ago, trembled to touch the white man’s inoney, have
not only become reconciled to the British mode of govern-
ment, but have quietly submitted to all the imposts and
taxes levied upon them for the internal improvement of
the country. Wells, tanks, roads, bridges, bunds and
canals, have all been, and are now being, construcled, to
develop more fully the latent and long neglected resources
of the land. Such of its products as have already been
conveyed to the continent of India, or to the home market,
have met with a rveady and rcmunerative sale. The de-
mand, in fact, is greater than the supply ; and the distriet
officers are now cngaged in fostering, cncouraging, and
urging on. the cultivation of those staples, which can be
raised at so little cost, from the peculiar soil of the province,
and which are likely to realise such handsome returus to
the producer. The means for the transport of these
productions to other parts of the world will soon be, as it
were, at the door. The number of English vessels chartered
for Kurrachee is yearly mercasing ; and with the improve-
ments now 1n progress, we may expect a large augmenta-

tion to the trade of the port.
KURRACHEE, THE EFUROPEAN PORT OI' IN-

DIA.—To be the nearest point to Europe of all our Indian
possessions, 1s important in many points of view, but more
especially with reference to *“ the Euphrates Valley route ;*
and when the electric wire shall have connected Xurrachee
with the Punjanb (already, therc is reason to believe, de-
cided upon by the Supremme Government), and the pro-
posed communication cstablished with Europe, the ad-
vantage will be great, of being the first to disseminate the
political and commercial intelligence of Europe to the most.

distaut parts of our Tndian possessions,
D
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Hitherto beyond the pale of the electric chain that
spans the empire, Kurrachee is destined, ere long, fo be-
come the chief seat of the telegraph in India. (Videp. 218))

JUNCTION AT KURRACHEE OF EUROPEAN
AND INDIAN TELEGRAPHS.—Mr. Jobhn W. Brett,
the inventor and projector of submarine telegraphs, so {ar
back as 1845, proposed to the late Sir Robert Peel to
connect England with India by the <telegraplic wire,
The importance of Scinde and its port will become really
apparcnt when My, Brett has placed England and India
in daily communication, by passing his clectric wire,
already i the Island of Sardinia, on to Malta, Egypt,
and by the Red Sea (or rather by the Orontes, the
Euphrates, and the Persian Gulf) to Kurrachee; thus
uniting the Kuropean and Indian systems of telegraph in
one magic circle. This would establish a real and practical
bond of sympatly and identity of interests betlween this
country and her most valuable and magnificent dependency,
—place in the hands of Government over 100,000,000 of
our distant fellow subjects, a power of supervision and con-
trol hitherto unknown,—giving at the same time to the ship-

owner and mecrchant a means of imparting and receiving
mformation of mestimable valne—to dissevered familics a
bond which will at once re unite them—to the inhabitants
of two empires widely apart a mode of inter-communication
which would enable them to mect, as it were, face to face—
in a word, the telegraph between England and India will
be at once the pledge and the instrument of good and
vigorous government, and of moral and material progress.
(Vide p. 217).

IDENTITY OF INTERESTS OF PUNJAUB AND
SCINDE.—Mr. Frerc has done good service to the latest
acquisitions of the Britishk Crown in these parts, by advo-
cating independent steam commumnication with Suez, rails
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in Scinde and the Punjaub, and the electric telegraph.
Whatever may be the official and technical difficulties m
the way, sooner or later they must be overcome; there-
fore the sooner the better.

Judging by the past administration of the DPunjaub,
we feel convinced that the authorities want no spur to
induce movement in matters so important and interesting.
The Punjaub may soon be united by the closest adminis-
trative ties to Scinde. Not so to the Agra presidency; and
therefore it should be an additional incentive in these
eminently practical questions that, as the fortunes of
the Punjaub are concerned, so its influence should be
legitimately exercised by its Government, tosecure objects
advantageous alike to both Provinees.

““ The two provinces (Scinde and the Punjaub) have heen
inseparably connccted by the hand which made them.
They have been connected also, by the fortunes of the
great empire to which both belong. They are fhe pro-
vinces of the dndus, as Bengal and Bcehar ave the provinces
of the Ganges. They constitute one scetion of the empire,
and arc separated from every other part of it by rivers,
mountains, the sea, or broad belts of sandy desert. Thaeir
commercial interests are 1nseparably united. DBoth must
ultimately depend upon the traffic of the mighiy river,
which 1s the artery fed by the five veins of the Punjaub.

““ Both depend for their communication with the external
world upon one and the same port. The Punjaub has no
outlet towards the north, but an imperfect outlet towards
the west, and a long, difficult, and expensive, though open
outlet towards the east, This river system, which is already
equal in magnitude, and may be equal in valuc to that of
the Ganges, should be under one governinent, and improved
on one system, devised by a single mmd, Would the
Government place Bengal under onc authority, and the
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ITooghly, from Cutwa downywards, under the commissioner
of Pegu? Yet that is exactly what we have done with
our north-west possessions. Owr Danube has 1ts mouth
occupied, not by enemies, it is true, but by allies, owing
allegiance to a different anthority. (Vide p. 168.)

“ Again, the physical, political, and social characteristics
of the two countries are identically the same. Physically,
the distriets of Mooltan, Dhera Ghazee IK{han, and Khan-
gurh might be districts of Scinde. The soil is the same,
the products are the same, the people are the same, Poli-
tically, both have the same disadvantages, and the same
military necessities. Both have a turbulent frontier to be
guarded, which is identical in character from one cnd to
the other, and which should be arranged on one principle;
and be obedient to one head. The vast chain of military
forts which stretch along the Scindian and Punjabee fron-
tiers, depend upon cach other, and should alike for military
effectiveness and economy depend upon one head. Both
have populations whom it is necessary to disarm and
overawe, and in both an enormous military force *requires
an energetic central administration., The system, too, of
the Punjaub, would suit the province of Scinde better than
that of Bombay. It is less regular, and better adapted to
the fierce passions and uncontrolled habits of a wild Mo-
hammedan people. The revenue settlement, too, 18 more
in consonance with the ancient ideas of the population.
The administration would he infinitely cheaper; for, with
a shght re-distribution of force in the Punjaub, much of the
military expenditure of Scinde might be removed ;—while,
after two years of expense, the customs’ reccipts of Kur-
rachee, as the foreign entrep6ét of Central Asia and the
Punjaub, would totally vremove the deficit. Of course,
with the improvement, the pressure on the more fertile
province would be removed, and the strong counter argu.-
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ment with which we commenced our article becomes of
none effect. Scinde and the Punjaub, then, we submit,

shouwld be united.”
“T{ (the union) would strengthen, not root up, the system

already successful; and on .every other ground it is midis-
pensable. The presidency would be the second of the great
divisions of British India. The immense triangle, broadest
between Kurrachee and Peshawur, and tapering almost to a
point below Mooltan, would cover an area of 130,000
square miles.* This vast area is occupied by a popu-
lation of nearly twenty-five millions, thus :—

Punjaub, by census . . . . . . . 18,000,000
States under control, including Cis-Sutle)

chiefs, and Cashmere . . . . .  §,000,000
Scinde (probably) . . . . . . . . 2,000,000
States under Scinde (at a guess) . . . 1,000,000

Populations of Presidency . . . 24,000,000

““ The revenue, umimproved, would be two-and-a-half mil-
lions. The surplus i1s far more than adequate to the neces-
sitles of Beinde, and Lord Dalhousie would thus have re-
deemed the consequences of the act of Sir C. Napier.
Amid this population, all warlike, is stationed a great
irregular force, which must be directly subjcet to the civil
authority, and 1s apt to be jealous of a mere commissioner.
The flower of the Furopean and native army is there also,
and occasionally even with these the weight of high official
dignity 1s imperatively required. Qur most dangerous
foreign relations, with Central Asia and Dost Mahomed,
with the Beloochees and Daoodpootras, and with the innu-
merable warrior chieftamms of the highlands, must be con-
ducted at Liabore. Whoever may be the final authority, every

el e ety
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* Great Britain covers 53,000 square miles.
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word of the Commissioner reverberates among the hills,
every bluuder is bitterly resented in Cabul.”” *
EXPECTED DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES
AND REVENUE OF INDIA.—To make roads is the
first duty of every Government ; but the wars in India have
unhappily succeeded each other with such brief intermittent
periods of peace, that this essential to good government
has not been sufficiently attended to. Steam mnavigation,
the railway system, the clectric telegraph, free commerce, and
a more enlightened and liberal system of government at home
and in India, have now opened a new era in its history.
Yet what is now recommended by those who ought to
know better? ‘Withdraw all expenditure on public works
not necessary for repairs, and let the revenune resume its
normal condition; and he careful not to undertake any
more liahilities to complete your railways now in progress
to make them uscful and productive.” That is, destroy the
profit within your grasp, be carcful not to make any more
by making India prosperous, and you will sce how flou-

)

rishing the revenue will again become.

Allusion has been made to the expediency of the
Government promoting some project for working the iron
mines to supply the railways now in course of completion.
At the Great Exhibition of 1851, the guality of the Indian
wron attracted marked attention, and its steel has heen
always celebrated for its quality. It is desirable to detach
the natives from the almost universal pursuit of agriculture
and to 1nduce them to prosccute the mechanical arts.

In the latter part of 1854 the Indian authorities sent to
India, on my recommendation, a commission of mining
engincers and smelters to aid Lieutenant Colonel Henry
Drummond in his important mineralogical researches
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in the provinces of Kumaon and Gurhwal, and 1t is grati-
fying to find a public anmouncement to the effect that
Colonel Drummond laid the foundation of the first blast
furnace in Northern India on the 22nd of November last,
and that the Himalayan iyon works are progressing ra-
pidly, and in three mouths it is hoped the furnaces may be
at work. The locality chosen is easy of access, surrounded
with enormous surface deposits of ore of the finest quality,
with abundance of fuel, lime, clay, five-bricks, and water-
power close at hand. India has now a fair prospect of
manufacturing her own iron ; we shall hear no more, we
hope, of iron suspension bridges sent out from this country
to span rivers and ravines, wlose sides arc composcd of a far
superior ore to that from which the bridge itsell’ was made.

In a statc of peace and with perfect freedom of trade
with all parts of the world, it becomes a comparatively casy
task for the Indian Grovernment to promote inland commu-
nication and navigation, so as to render inter-communica-.
tion of all parts of the continent easy and complete. India
is noteonly a self-supporting,—it is a precious posscssion.
1t furnishes honourable and lucrative employment in its
military and civil services to a vast number of the gentry
of Bngland; 1ts commerce epnriches our merchants and
employs our artisans. All that it needs is a Government
at once wise and energetic to develop its resources, which
are believed to be boundless. In this way our trade with
India would advance with a still more gigantic stride into
the immost recesses of that lethargic land, carrying in its
train the arts, the sciences, and the civilisation of the west
for the elevation and enlightenment of a patient and loyal
people.

“When the spirit of enterprise still shows so feebly in
India; when the employment of English capital on a
great scale within the interior of tlis couuntry is so vare;
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and when there is such good reason to anticipate the best
effects from its profitable investment in any one hranch of
Indian undertakings, by the encouragement that would
thereby be given to its introduction through many other and
variouns channels;—I submit, that it would be impolitic
for the ITonourable Court to put aside the scveral associa-
tions that arc now presenting themselves to compete for
the advantage of supplying India with that which she much
needs; in order that it may itself undertake these vast
works, on no stronger ground than the assumption (which,
after all, is only an assumption), that some httle time and
money would be saved ;—1 submit, on the contrary, that
all the money and time which the Honourable Board may
contemplate being able to save thereby, would be well ex-
pended in sectiring the introduction at this time, of a large
amount of English capital and English energy, so as to
encourage, by the successful issue which 1 anticipate for
these railway undertakings, a more extensive employment
of similar capital, and sinnlar eflforts hereafter, in connec-
tion with the products and the trade of India”* -

These facts ought to be considered in conjunction with
the important fact, that the Government of India is, to
speak generally, landlord of the soil, and sinks money
therefore i publie works, not merely for the hope of a
general benefit accruing from increascd prosperity, but
with the certamty of a direct immediate return upon the
money spent.

““Lord Dalhousie is reported to have said that he went to
India not to elevate England by forcign conquest, but to
clevate and enrich both HEngland and India by sending
home cotton; 1t were ‘a solccism of power to think to
command the end, and yet not to endure the means,’t

* Minute by Lord Délllcmale, dated 20th April, 1853.
+ Bacon's Igsays of Empne
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to accomplish this great ohject he must have railroads;
then — and not till then — will the supply of the raw
material of the greatest of the staple manufactures of this
country be placed upon a firm basis, and the energy and
skill of Kurope come faigly into contact with the inex-
haustible fesources of a soil which has for ages, repaid,
with three harvests in the year, the most rude and
inefficient husbandry. Then will our commercial and
manufacturing greatness be placed beyond the caprice
of a jealous rival, himself dependant on the labour of his
slaves; but even with America well affected, and the
reverence of the lash unimpaired, the premature advent of
a frost or a visitation of a grub to the cotton fields of New
Orleans might at any moment be fatal to us! ™ *

MUTUAL DEPENDENCE OF OUR WESTERN
AND EASTERN EMPIRES.—PRESTIGE IN ASIA
ESSENTIAL TO POWER.—There never was a crisis in
the history of this country when the public mind was more
keenly alive to the mecessity of developing the territorial
value,.of India, and of approximating, by a rapid means of
communication, the distant limits of that vast cmpire,

At this moment, all who are alive to the inestimable
importance of British India, knowing as they do that its
possession. is essential to the grandeur and prosperity, if
not to the very existence of this country, have watched
with painful mterest the varying fortunes of the campaign
against the Russians in Asia. The events of this cam-
paign are fraught with results of immeasurably greater
import to us than to owr allies. Zhey have no great
Indian empire, and Asia Minor is not the route to any
of thelr possessions. DBebtween the outer limits of Asia
Minor and the borders of the golden peninsula of India,
as well as within the bounds of the peninsula itself,

. "y bl

* Indian Raillways, by an Old Indian Postmaster. 3:1d edition, 1848,
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the rulers and tribes accustomed to the dominion of the
sword yield a scant allegiance to a sovercign they have
ceascd to dread, and little respect to 2 neighbour whose
might is not superior to their own. Much 18 being done
to enlighten and advance the peaple of India and develop
the latent resources of that country; but, as yet, we hold
with a mailed hand our empire in the Hast. It 1s dangerous
to let our subject populations or our unsettled neighbours
think that we have an equal in the field, much more a
superior, and that superior, Russia, so long and so notoriously
a candidate for their sufirages.

In these days, the connection between events in the Bast
and in the West is far better understood than it was at the
beginning of the present century, and news travels infinitely
faster ; but even at the beginning of the present century, we
may remember that it was the superiority of the arms of
France in Kurope that induced Tippoo to rise against us,
and led to the contest with him which ended in the taking
of Seringapatam. Indeed,thereis no one who really knows
India that 1s not aware how greatly even the cxtremgiies of
our empire there are agitated by the slightest appearance of
a reverse in any quarter, so scnsitive i1s the bond by which
those vast subject populations are held.

We did not relish the idea of the Czar at Stamboul, and
we may find his influence not quite agreeable at Tehran ;
neither must we close our eyes to the fact, that Persia is
imsidiously and perseveringly advancing Ler outposts both
in Central Asia and along the line of the sea-board of the
Gult of Oman. She has already taken Hevat, formerly
regarded as the key of India, from the Affehans, and has
wrested Bunder Abbass in the Persian Gulf from the Imam
of Muscat.* Had the British minister at the Persian

— bl

# In the beginning of December, 1854, the seaport town of Bunder
Abhass, belonging to the Imam of Muscat and governed by his son,
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court been under the immediate orders of the Governor
General of India, the Shah would speedily have recoiled
before the remonstrances of an authority backed by
300,000 men. We do not fear a Russian invasion of
India, but we must guard our prestige of invinecibility
with the treacherous and semi-barbarous courts of Asia,
as the hest means of protecting omr Indian dominions
from the dire effects of internal commotions, and from
the hostile incursions of the turbulent and warlike tribes
on our north-west frontier. While the ancient seat of
empire of the Ceesars in the Fast 1s in the hands of the
soldiers of the West, and while British enterpiise 1s surely,
though gradually, adding the Sultan’s empire to the
aven, of its wide cxertions, his dominion in Asia Minor,
and our name in the Fast, have received a shock by
the capitulation of Kars, **We owe India a victory in
Asia;” we owe it a victory that shall efface from the
standards of Russia the record of our heroic misfortunes at
Kars. But now that the Temple of Janus is closcd for a
season, let us stamp on Asia the impressof our gentus and our
power ;—let us render the mmvasion of Asia Minor by Russia
for ever 1mpossible, by throwing open to the world, by the
irresistible power of steam, the rich and forgotten plains of
the Euphrates and Tigris—the once-famed graunaries of the
Bast, and subduing to Industry their wild inhabitants,
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was attacked by a force of about 12,000 Persian horsemen with two
mortars and six guns. For two days and nights a heavy fire of shot
and shells was kept upon the fort, and the garrison, about 1,700 strong,
finding this too hot for them on the third day, sallied cut under com-
mand of the young prince, and met them at the gates. A battle of
several hours ensued, when the Arabs, seeing that they were over-
powered by numbers, betook themselves to their boats and found
refuge on board a Muscat man-ofewar at anchor outside. A large
propol tion of the garrison had been either killed or wounded.
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This would be a greater triumph than the re-capture of
Kars, and at once a colossal and enduring monument of
our science and enlightenment, as well as of our energy

and might as a people.
The Indian army has not omly fought the- battles of

England in India and Central Asia, but the sepoy of Bengal
and Madras has crossed bayoncts with the best soldiers of
Europe, in Java and the Mauritins, while their brethren
of Bombay marched to oppose the same gallant enemy in
Egypt. Notwithstanding this, our tried and magnificent
army in India has been practically ignored in the late war.

There is now in India an army of nearly 300,000 men
at the disposal of this country, apart from 31,000 sub-
sidiary troops and contingents from Native States. In
that army, there are about 26,000 Furopcans belonging
to the Queen’s service, mcluding cavalry and infantry
of the line; and 15,000 Kuropean tloops in the Com-~
pany’s service, of every arm except cava,hy, and 240,465
native troops. This last figure includes 233,699 exclusively
native troops, together with 3,644 European commissioned
officers, and 8,122 Furopean warrant and non-commis-
sioned officers and rank and file. The number of the com-
missioned officers of the Queen’s troops amounts to H88.
The police corps regularly organised consists of 24,015
native commissioned and non-commissioned officers and
privates, and 85 commissioned Kuropean officers. ILarge
and costly as this army may be, it might easily be in-
creascd, especially from the warlike tribes lately added to
our dominion. Here, then, is a reserve, and an ample reserve,
well organised, officered, and gencrally with some experience
of war., How could it be said that we had no reserve ?
Of this Immense force, 10,000 are British soldiers. Of
the rest, the wregular native cavalry 1s just the forge we
most required in the late war, and could not supply from
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home. Herc then 1s everything that we have aserthed to
Russia.,

‘“ All former empires that ever pretended to hold distant
countries in subjection made a faur exchange of armies, so
that while Italians werc holding Britain, or Numidia, or
Dacia, Britons, Numidians, and Dacians were stationed in
Italy, and cven supplying candidates to the imperial purple.
Whatever the final results, the Roman empire would not
have lasted tcn years without that mterchange.”* Russia
carried on the war with forces drawn from the heart
and extremities of Asia, as well as from the most northern
shores of Hurope; and when we talk thoughtlessly of her
overpowering population, it is these distant regions that we
are unconsciously thinking of. ¢ Qur case is the same as
Russia’s, only we have not got the sense to see it, and
shall not see 1t till our eyes have been opencd and owr
wits quickened by a succession of disasters.”

The mutual dependence of our Western and Lastern em-
pires was clearly pointed out many years ago in thesc words :
““ Incase our enemies should prove sufficicntly powerful to
press us hard either in Europe or Asia, it would be a matter
of inestimable importance to have it 1n our power to trans-
port our military forces from Iurope to Asia, and from
Asia to Kurope, with the greatest possible celerity, as the
cxigences of war may demand. A rapid mecans of com-
municating between India and Malta, both by meaus of the
Red Sea and of the Persian Gulf, throngh Egypt and
through Syria, would multiply tenfold the resowrces of
Britain, and secure the defences of our possessions from
Canada o Hong Kong. Indeed, England, with her small
standing army, with her population not trained and dis-
ciplined to defend their own territory against invaders, and

i
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with mMmisters who neglect her navy, can never be duly
secured against the sudden attacks of her rivals and enemies,
until she can impose some restraint on their ambition, by
having it in her power to array the sepoy on the shores of
the Mecditerrancan, and the Highlander of Scotland and
the gallant sons of Erin on the banks of the Indus and the
Ganges, with a degree of spced which no other power
can equal. The small amount of our military force, in
comparison with the enormous extent of our empire, must
be counterbalanced by abundant means of communication
and extraordinary rapidity of transport.’ *

Russia, aware of the mistake she committed in going to
war with imperfect means of transit, is, with our money,
about connecting the shores of the Caspian, the Black Sea,
and the Baltic, with the heart of the cmpire by means of
radways communicating with her navigable rivers.

In America, ten miles of raillway are on the average
opened every day for the accommodation of the rcgular
traffic of the country. )

And shall we, while enriching with railways Russia,
America, France, Jtaly and Austria, forget what is due to

India with her boundless resources and vast population ?
It 18 evident that to have the benefit of even the moral

weight of our magnificent and well-appointed army in Tudia,
] J »

on the great events which are now in progress, and of the

consequent change& which must necessarily flow from them,

that we must have, above all things, increased facilitics for
moving troops and stores upwards or downwards along the

Ime of the Indus, as well as up the Persian Gulf, or to the
Red Sea, as circumstances might render necessary.
* ‘While these pages are passing through the press, the

vtk

* On the Communications between Europe and India, by George
Finlay, Esq , 1847.
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shadow of coming evenis in the Kast 1s deepening and ex-
tending, and it becomes more emphatically the duty of this
country to make their army 1 India, by proper means of
transit, not only sufficient for the internal peace of that
country, but that some pprtion of it should also by the
same means, be made available wherever and whenever the
welfare or the honour of the paramount state might demand
its service. There never was put forward a greater fallacy,
or an error more likely to be mischievous, than “that the
Turkish question was of no importance in an Indian point
of view.”” The grand problem, now in course of solution
in Turkey, must affect in its results, whatever they may
be, in the most immediate and powerful manner, our power
and prosperity in India.

Every act in the grand drama of the war, has elicited
either the apprebension or the applause of the nations of the
Hast.* Tn the mosques of Bokhara, five thousand Moolalis

I T i

* ¢ Dera [smael Khan (on the Upper Indus) has not been far behind
Lahore®in celebrating the fall of Sebastopol. The official news was
received with the greatest enthusiasm by all classes, and the
inhabitants resolved to have illuminations, fireworks, &e. The hazaars
of the city were brilliantly illuminated ; every shroff, or wealthy
shopkeeper, displaying from 1,000 to 1,200 lamps before his ghop, and
all other shopkeepers from 200 to 300 lamps.”— Lahore Chronicle,

On the 3rd of December lasi, the day appointed by the
(Governor-General for a general thanksgiving on account of the
Fall of Sebastopol, the great Darsee community, (of which Sir
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy is so justly regarded as the leader and orna-
ment) spontanecusly assembled in the Town Hall at Bombay, and
Dosabhoy Framjee read a lectuve detailing the events of the war, and
the successes of the Allied Forces. HHe then proceeded to enlarge on
the blessings which the British rule secures to the natives of India;’
and concluded his address by offering, on behalf of his crowded
audience, the first public prayer to Almighty God ever uitered hy a
Parsee in his native tongue; for the ordinary religious services
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prayed daily for the success of the Sultan of Room, and ““the
name of Mouravieff is probably now repeated with awe by
the Persian and Affghan.”

The Lastern shepherd, in his solitude, pondered over, and
the warrior in his fastness, watehed with kindling eye the
varying fortunes of the field, while every mcident of the
campaign, whether in Furopc or Asia, has been minutely
discussed, and will be well remembered in the hazaars
throughout the length and breadth of India.

of the Parsees ale still performed in the Pehlevi, their ancient
language, which in the course of ages has become quite unintelligible
to all but the very learned. He prayed “that the shadow of the
Almighty might rest wherever the British rule extends, and that its
moral influence might be established over a still greater portion of the
globe; that God would bless their Sovereign, and give success to her
armies; that s own brethren mighe live, as they now do, in perfect
security, and be ever impressed with a grateful sense of the blessings
they enjoy under the benign rule of thewr gracions Queen.”

The address was received with enthusiasm by the meeting, which
signified its hearty acquescence in the concluding prayef., The event
marks an era in the annals of India. Instances are not wanting of
sovereigns who have enjoyed an extensive populaiity among the varied
races of Hindostan; but her history furnishes no paiallel example of a
whole people thus rising above the prejudices of ages, and in a way so
opposed to their usual apathetic movements in political matters,
convening a large public assembly, to give spontaneous expression fo
their belief in the superiority of British rule, and in the power of its
protection, while they invoked the Divine aid for the success of its
arms.

The novelty and gravity of such a meeting as has been just
desciibed cannot fail to make a wide impression throughout Asia.
most favourable to the British character, -— From a Memoir of Sir

«Jamesetjee Jejeebhoy, by T. W, Ramsay, Bsq., late Commissioner of
Revenue, Bombay.



Trom the CommissioNDR IN SciNbpE to Mr. Harby WerLLs,
Civil Engineer in Scinde.

Y

Drar Sim,

I mavEe the pleasure to return the papers you
forwarded for my perusal, relative to a proposed Company
for improving the Harbour of this Port (Kurrachee), and
connecting it hy Railway with the Indus,

I will briefly state the reasons which induce me to con.
sider the scheme a most feasible and promising one.

A glance at the map shows that the coast of Scinde 1s
the natural outlet for all the Commerce of the valley of
the Indus and its tributaries, as well as of the frontier
countries to the north and west—Cashmere, Affghanistan,
and the countries of Central Asia still further inland.
Hemmed in between the deserts of Mekran on the west,
and the “Thur,” or great sandy desert, which extends
from near Ferozepore to Cutch on the east, the traffic of
the countries above-named, naturally converges {o the
coast of Scinde as to the mouth of a funnel.

The region to which the trade in question belongs will
bear no unfavorable comparison as regards extent, popula-
tion, and varicty of productions with the tract, the com-
merce of which seeks the line of the Ganges, and centres
at Calcutta. Though it must be borne in mind that the
trade on the one line 1s in its infancy, that on the other
has been developed through a long series of years.

On the coast of Scinde there is but one port,
Kurrachee, and there is no other which can be compared
with 1t as a [Tarbour for several hundred miles, east or
west,
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The Indus has mever, during the last century, been
navigable for sea-going ships of any size; hence the river
traffic 1s transferred, either at the mouth of the river, or
at Kurrachee, into sea-going coasters, which convey 1t
to Bombay and other ports of Judia, as well as to Arabia,
Persia, &ec.

Two obstacles were supposed to cxist to Kurrachee
becoming a harbour for direct iutercourse with Iingland
and other distant countries. The Harbour was supposed
to be inaccessible to large vessels, and it was believed that
1t was not safe during the south-west monsoon.

While these two drawbacks were supposed to exist,
Kurrachee could of course only rank as a harbour for
coasting traders, and an outport of Bombay.

But during the past years both these obstacles have been
practically and conclusively proved to be imaginary.
Three sailling vessels direct from Uugland, the largest of
800 tons old measurement, have visited the port and come
in and out without difficulty, one of them in the begin-
ning of August, when the south-west monsoon was blow-
ing as strongly as at any time during the season; all the
commanders of these ships expressed themselves as equally
surprised and pleased at the ease with which they made
and entered the harbour, and with its excellence when they
were inside. The Honorable Company’s steamers, Queen
and Auckland, made three experimental trips,  20th June.
coming in and out at the dates noted in the  °th July.
margin, and the ease and safety with which 2?;1‘::5; t
this was effected, showed conclusively that | ‘

5th August,
the Harbour 1s accessible to vessels of very  6th August.

considerable tonnage throughout the year, including the
monsoon. ¥

¥ Since the foregoing letter was written, Mr. Frere stated in
his speech at the Public Meeting held at Kurrachee in favour of the
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That the Harbour may be still {urther improved by the
means you have suggested, and at an expense by no means
disproportioned to the object of making 1t accessible to
ships of the largest size, 1 have no doubt; but even in ity
present state, it is clear it possesses all that 1s required

for a trade vastly cxceeding what now passes through it.
How large that trade 1s, even at present, and how
rapidly it is increasing, is shown in the tables, which are

among the papers you furnished to me. 1 find they agree
with the official returns, and may, I belicve, be relhied "on

as correct.

Qcinde Railway, on the 28th of August, 1864, that '*last monsoon
«Sir Henry Leeke, (Commander in-Chief of the Indian navy), sent
«up the Queen, the first large vessel which had ever come thete Imn
¢ the monsoon, and the following were the results of the last season’s
s gxperience, as to the possibility of entering and leaving the harbhour

¢« during the monsoon months :—

1853.
June 20th, Queen, 750 tons, drawing 16 feet.

July 5th, Do.
. s 23rd, Do.
August 3d, Auckland, 800 tons, 153 feet.
5th, Do.
6th, Queen.
16th, Rubicon, 16 feet.
,, 20th, Auckland,
., 27th, Do.
February 8th, Victoria, 478 tons, 15} feet.
,  11th Rubicon
« But this experience of one season was, of course, inconclusive, and

¢ here is the result of the present season i—

18564.
July 11th, Queen, 750 tons, drawing 16 feet.

., 22nd, Sea Queen, 414 tons, 15{t. 81n.
August 2nd, Ann Black, 513 tons, 161t. 3.
7th, ‘T'wo Dingeys from Guadur,
13th, Queen, 750 tons, 16 feet.
03rd, Auckland, 800 tons, 15 feet.
97th, Do.

»n
- )
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Siepiaxn, Aug. 30, 1854,
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Your Railway will join this port, with the river 1ndus,
the great inland artery of the trade we are considering,
above the point where the difficultics, delays and dangers
of the Delta navigation commence. These obstacles are
so great that I have no doubt a Railway would almost
entirely supersede the river water carriage below Jerruck,
for all goods passing between the country above Jerruck
and Kurrachee, or any point beyond sea.

The operation of the Railway on the steam navigation
of the Indus will be most important.

From the confluence of the five rivers of the Punjaub tfo
Tatta, the steamer best adapted to the Indus is a large
powerful boat, of great capacity in proportion to her
working expenses.

But from Tatta to Kurrachee such a boat is unsuited.
She can neither thread the narrow winding channels of
the Delta without constant rsk of accident, nor face the
ocean swell, by running out at the mouth of the Indus,
and so coasting to Kurrachee hatbour.

This short piece of Delta navigation, therefore, renders
it necessary either to tranship from one description of
steamer to the other, or to use throughout the river trip

as far as DMooltan, a smaller, less capacious, and more
expensive steamer

Your railway, hy avoiding the Delta altogether, will
render it possible to use the larger and more economical
class of steamers throughout the river voyage, and thus add
greatly to the facilities of steam navigation on the river.

I may observe that I have every reason to believe that the
establishment of a railway to Kotree would effect a saving
of at least Rs. 75,000 per annum in the expenses of the
Government steam flotilla on the Indus, or what is in

effect the same, Increase its efficiency to the same extent
as an addition to its strength costing that sum.
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The post office at present expends a sum of Rs. 24,000
per annum for the conveyance of the mails on lines which
will be superseded by the railway.

Of the military and political advantages of the line, [
feel justified in saying that they will be such as to ensure
for the project the attentive consideration, and I think I
may feel assured, the cordial approval of the Government
in this country.

Your plans and scctions will enable professional men
at home to judge, of the hine, and I will only add that,
from my personal knowledge of the counfry, I can safely
say, you have nof, in my opinion, overstated the extremely
favourable character of the lhne, its remarkable freedom
from engineering difficulties, the facilities for procuring
materials, and for obtaining the land almost without cost.

Youys faithfully,

(Signed) H. B. E. FRERL,
Commissioner in Scinde.

KURRACHEE,
14tk October, 1853.

P.S.—T have omitted to point out one great recom-
mendation of the line you propose, viz. that it 1s complete
in itself, connecting the only port on this coast for sea-
roing, square-rigged vessels (Kurrachee) with the lowest
of the few fixed points on the river (Jurruck), which at the
same time happens to be sufficiently far north to be quite
clear of all the dangers and delays of the Delta navigation.
No further extension beyond Kotree is necessary to secuic
every advantage belonging to the line, as the connccting
link between the Indus and its only seaport. But though
complete in 1itself, your line is a necessary part of any
system of rallways which shall follow the course of il

«"valley of the Indus or its taibutarics. By no other lme
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can the Punjaub be directly connected with the sea; and
should it hereafter be found eapedient to extend the
railway, there is, I believe, not a single serious engineering
obstacle to such extension, from Kotree towards Peshawar
till you reach Kaladagh, ov on the other bank, from
Hydrabad to Ferozepore.

I need not point out the immense effect which increased
facilities for transport would have on agricultural pro-
duction;-but 1 cannot resist the temptation to quote
from a private letter lately received from an officer well
acquainted with Scinde and justly ranking among the
first authorities in this part of India on all engineering
questions, Ile alludes to some American statistics show-
ing that a ton of wheat valued on the spot where 1t 1s
grown at 495 dollars, if carried 330 miles by railway, 18
still worth more than 491 dollars, but 1if carried by
ordinary highway, the cost of conveyance becomes equal
to the cost price of the grain; and that cheaper descrip-
tions of corn, costing where produced 263 dollars, can be
carried 330 miles by railway at a cost of five dollars,
whereas if carried only 160 miles by ordinary highway,
the cost of carriage would equal the original cost price of
the grain.

He uses this as an illustration of ¢ the immense im-
‘“ petus a railway would give to cultivation in Scinde,
‘“*where wheat 1s very cheap (1 have seen 1t at 80lbs. for'
“ 1s. 6d, at Sehwan and Sukkwur) and the cost of con-
‘“ yeyance 1s excessive—provide the meanus of carrying it
‘““ o a market cheaply, and cultivation would, I believe,
‘ immediately increase beyond all expectation, land” (and
he might truly have said of the finest description abun-
dantly irrigated) “ capable of cultivation is very abundant,
‘“ but the sole obstacle to an almost unhmited production,
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“at a cost less than, I believe, any country in the world,
‘“ 15 want of cheap means of transport.”

It might be premature to dwell on the certainty of this
port (Kurrachee) becoming ere long, the channel of a direct
steamcommunication with Aden. But, compare thelengthof
the run hither from Aden, with the length of the run to
Bombay, and consider that the passage from Bombay to
Aden 18 for three months in the year in the tceth of the
south-west monsoon ; that on the line from this to Aden,
the south-west monsoon does not blow with violence, and
is in fact not more than a steady trade wind, equally
favorable for the run to or from Aden. The result of a

consideration of these circumstances, can hardly be other
than a conviction, that a direcet steam communication will

be established at no distant period, and from the large
number of passengers between the Punjaub and England,
to whom 1t is of importance to avoid the delays and ex-
penses of going round by Bombay, there can be litile
doubt but that 1t would prove a good passenger line. 'The
construttion of your railway would, I am of opiuiop, at
once lead to the establishment of such a line*

( Signed) II. B. E. FRERE.

IHavpy WeiLrs, Esq,

Civil Engineer.
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* The local press confitm the accuiacy of the above views :—

‘““ KURRACHEE To ADEN DIRECT.

“ A direct steam cominunication between Aden and Kuirachee is
now much discussed, and the Lakore Chionicle Las even assnuied itsse
readets that an offer on the subject has Leen made to Government by
the Bombay Stcam Navigation Company., A Kurracliee Steam
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Navigation Company, could it be got up, would, we venture to say,
manage the line much better than the Bombay one, or any Bombay
one. [t would he a fine lesson to our venerable progenitiix, who for
gsome time has been urged on to have a company of her own, to send
boats to Aden, could we start a-head of her and put her to shame.

“For a monthly communication Retween this and Aden, two small
steamers would suffice, each of 600 tons burden, and 100 horse power,
capable, when necessary, of being worked up to 200; and these, we
find, conld be procured each at a lakh and a-half of rupees. The
monthly working expenses wounld be abount 7,000 rupees. Coal
would certainly not cost more than 10,000 rupees. 'T'wo steamners,
then, running monthly, would only require barely one mouth’s coal,
so that the expenses for two months would amount only to 24,000
rupees each, or 48,000 for the two, in which sum we include insurance,
repairs and loss on ten years’ purchase.

“'Thege two steamers would go four single trips in two months, and
we might calculate on eight first-class passengers, five second, and
twenty deck, for at certain seasons the number of pilgrims going to
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