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PREFACE

Tuosk notes on the habits and customs of some of

the criminal classes of the Madras Presidency have
boen collected at the suggestion of Colonel Porteous,
Ingpector- General of Police, and put in the present
form in thie hope that they may prove of some value
to Police officers who are contimunally brought i
contact with the predatory classes, and of some
slight intcrest to such of the public who may wish
to know something regarding the doings of their
less favoured brethren.

The compilation of the notes has necessitated
much time and labour being expended, and I am
painfully conscious that the subject has been only
partially dealt with; the facts given have, for the
most part been verified by personal association with
the peoplc themselves, and it is believed they will
be found accurate: it has been a difficult task fo
induce the people to gratily curiosity when ques-
tioned as to their caste customs; this, however, may
possibly be accounted for by their being themselves
ignorant of their own folk-lore.

Much valuable anformation has been obtained
from Dr. Sherring’s ¢ Hindu Tribes and Castes; ™

the~Albdé Dubois’ ““People of ] n&W.,;ﬂ; .
¢« WMagdera-Country,” and frawe
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Manuals. My bost thanks are due to Mr. 15, & B,
Stovor son, Distiich Superintodent of Tolice, for
hig cordinl assistanco 1 tho work m placing al my
thgposl vah able notes of inquinies made by him
from timo to titme, and also to My GlogSioun, Asyigt-
ant Saperintendent of Polico, for skotehes of the
encaompmoents of Koravas, Joglies, and Domaras,
wliich have cnabled mo to ilustrate laithfully the
neculiar hiabitations o these people.

For Samn Guoner, Mannriy,
Ja ey 1892
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COHADPTER I

]

ALAGIRIESR,
CAPDMARIES.

Inv the Madwa distriet, some {welve miles to the
noith of Madura town, and situated at the basc of a
low range of nlls, stands & temple, which is dedicated
to the god “Kalla Alagm,” o1 the god of thieves;
fiom this temple the Alagirics take their name. The
manager or ‘‘ dharmakartha * of the templo belongs to
the Padayachi class, and “IKalla Alagar” ig regaided
by many classes of crinunals ag thewr chief deity. A
certain portion (usually ith) of the spoil obtained after
a sorics of successtul predatory cxeursions 18 lawd
agide, and when the season of pilgrimage (November—
Decembeor) comes 1ound, i8 offered with many incanta.
tions and vowsy of allegiance to “ Kalla Alagar,”

The appellation ¢ Alagicn” 18 given to them as a
clags of professional thieves and piek-pockets, and ig
also applied by the police to persons suspeeted by them
wlioge castes are uot positively known and who givo 4
vacillating account of themselves, and more paiticu-
larly to persons found mn crowds at faivs and Testivals
who cannot give a fTull and satisfactory account of
themselvos.

ITindus of all classcs, and occasionally Mussulmans
also, are members of thewr fraternily ; they niay he
doscribed as forming a part of, or belonging to, the

[}
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groat Satint ov mixoed class, diseiples of Chaitanya,
a native of Bengal, who intioduced the worship of
C¢IGislime ! into Sowlhorn Imdia and died m 1597,
In striet theory, they have no caste qualification but
a rohgious ono, for {hey profess fo admit to their
commumity any one who conforms to their religions
views, and they ate prepared 1o cat with any one who
observes tho sumo 1itual as they do.

Thore are four classes of Alagnies, or more pro-
porly spoaling they are kuown by foumr difforont,
appollations according to the distriets or lcealitios they
Irequont.  They arc A

(1) Capommi Alagiel,

(2) Donga Dasarl Alagni,

(3) Gudu Dasari Alapivi, and

(4) Padayachi Alagin, known also as ITna on
Thognmlul Koravar (sce noles on Kora-
ViLlH ),

The Cupenecer i Adager eps—The head gquarters of the
Cwpomart Alaghies 15 Privelloro and il surrounding
villages in tho Chingleout distiiel,  Several small
villages are almost enfirely popr lded by these people.
They me also to bo tound at Malit and Gadunehalls
nonr Bangalore, Kamalpurun and Bagg laitapallo of
tho Caddapih dis{rief, Maikappam near Poifo Novo
in Soulls Arcot, rud clsowhero, bt their principal
sottlements a1e at the places above montioned, These
¢, angs are closoly conmoctod with each othor by intoer-
marriage and have outstations as far dislant as Pal-
ghit, whore, in a village callcd Podandithy, a settlo-
ment of these people has been recently discovered

» *



ALAGIRIES CAPEHARIES 3

closely infet-rolated with the major gangs of Trivellore,
Maltr and Kamalapuram.

They are said to b3 nereasing and forming settle-
ments in most other distuiets of the presidency, but
statistical information fo support this statement is
unohtamabioc.

The head of the Capemari class of Alagiries lives
in Trivellore, and is attached to the ¢ Ahdhilam Mutt?”
as a paid servant. He is styled the “ Golla Chetti,”
and the present holder of this office is o man lknown
as Chinna Kuppaiah Chefti; his brother Pedda Kup-
paiah was until recenily the ackmowledged leader of
the Maliir gangs. At Trivellore, Malby, Gadnahalli,
Kamalapuram, Buggalaitapalle and Pedanfthy these
Capemari Alagiries have, to all appearances, settled
down o honest vocalions, possessing lands and houses;
but the lands are principally cultivated by others, not
unfiequently by the village headmen, who in many
casey are known to aid them 1n the disposal of stolen
proporty.

They resemble the Soonariahs of Bundlekund and
the Poona Bhamptas (members of which latter class are.
frequently met with on the railways oI this presidency)
with {his exception, that they do not confine them-
selves to pilfering by cay.® -

Both men and women aie clever thieves, and the
young are carly trained in the art of picking pockets
and snatching jewels from unsuspecting fravellers,
All the large fairs and festivals throughout the presi-
dency are visited by these people in parties of four or

iy iy .H
# Mo Gunthorpe 8 Noefes on Cram vl Tihes,
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five, tsually accompanied by women wnd boys,  The
men adopt the disguise ol respectable traders, well
d vysed, womring caste murks and othor oulwamd gigns
of respectability, they gain adnussion to teniples, casto
chatrams and places 1esomted to by hravellery and
pilgtims, they acquamt {hemsclves with 1lie names of
potsons of good soctal standing and ascertain somoe
facts connectod with thenn privale lifo, thus they we
able 1o pass thomsclves ofl aw acquaintances, and aie
taken mmto the eonfidence of then victuns,

The women usually dross woll, gomotimes like
Bralimang, and not unhequently hike dovout widows
paying vows al tho shimo. the boys hover about cart-
stands and ascer{ain what t1avellows there are nothmg
cgeapes them, nor is anylhing too insignificant for
them to purloin., When on a pedalory excursion
thoy always work singly and feign 1guorance of othors
of thelt commumty.

A gmall lancet-shaped knife v uvariably found
with them 3 it 9 concealed 1n the moutl and used Lo
1ip opon carpeb bags and to cubl the strmgs of jewols
wornl by women aud chldren. ' n the sune pumpose
thoy also ¢ nry pioces of broken glags in the “ Vady
Sanchi? or small bag woin at the waist,

"o railways ave their mosh luaative fiolds ol
work, and cach gang hag il partieulw boeal: they
goldoin onoroach on the hunting ground of olhers of
thoir Nateinity,  Starting in a g mg of 4 or 6, accom-
panied by women and boys, they oecupy separato
comyp wimente—gome disguised as tradois, o hors a
wandoring minstrelg——and the women, ng ominently
respectably travellers, occupy the compartneiits re-

f
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sorved for thewr sex.  Adepts in the art of entertaining
their fellow travellers, they soon learn for what purpose
they are journcying, and when the unsuspecting tra-
v veller falls asleep, s jewels and valuables are taken ;
the Alagui leaves the tiain at the next station, and
the gang uniles at a place previously agreed upon,
where the loot 1s divided share and share ahke, with
two portions for tho successful thief, Night trains me
usually selected, and they are always to be found in
special trains running for the convenience of pilgiims
and others atter#dmg festivals when women are always
decked out in jewels. An instance of {heir cleverness
may be quoted from the writer’s experience. A busy
junction at night, where changing of frains is neces-
sary; two unsuspecting women are travelling and much
distiossed at the confusion., A “respectable native
pentloman ™ proffers his assislance, which is gladly
accopled : he findy a compartment for the women and
helps them in with {heir goods and chattels, and asks
permigson to accompauy them this 13 accorded, and
he amuses tho travellors with anecdotes, The elder
of the women is the custodian of the jewels: she is
therefore warned that the salest place lor her to keep
the bag containing the valuables 13 under her head
when she sleeps: tlns is nnsuspectingly done, and in
the morning when the women awake they find the bag
vipped open and tho contonts gone . their eivil friend,
nocdless to say, has algo gone. Ile was aflerwards
arvostod disgniscd as a travelling musician, and told
the writer that for seven years ho had been carrying
on thislucrative trade. Ile was one of the C'apemaries

of Malin.*




{ CHAPTER I,

Cume 19 not commitfed by Alagities in places
whero they happen to be kunown by thoe local police,
or wheio they have, on any for ner oceasion, heen
atrostod ; 1L 13 thuy exeeptionally Qiffi ult to provoe
prevous convietions roamst them 11 en glgses are
so nunerous that by nanes alone it 19 umpossible to
fix thon 1identity. A well mgamised railway police,
together with a systom of fice interchangoe of photo-
giaphs of all persons found thioving on 1alway lines,
gooms Lo be the only means by whiclh ramlway cimoe of
this doseviption can bo successfully dealf with,

Tho men aro, a8 arule, fawr and good looking, and
particular as to then personal appeatance ; this may be
accounted for by thon nover downg any manual labour.
The women ao comely und many aro of loose cherac-
tor. Tdoentification of Capemaries as o class is difficull ;
tholr disguises are complete, and thoy possess the
faculiy of careyiy them out.  Shifty aud uneortain in
ther buhaviour, thiey are continually on the look out
[or o IGdpu,”? thetr slaig for o policeman (bangloe-
manl!) in plain dothes,  Caught redhiinded, they aftect
a aughty demeanour al the mdignity ol being -
vostod. No hard and last rule for the idenfification
of those social posts can be laxd dowa.

Thew Janguage 18 principally Tolngn, bul they also
speak Tl apd Canarese, as woll as a poculiar slang
ot their own.

“ITonour among thioves ” 18 apparently their
maxim, for a Capemari never implicalos another of
his fraternity, and the family of an * anfor unatoe”
who has gone lo jail is provided for by tho rost of

tli¢ community, -t
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Capomailr women occasionally f1aternize with Mu-
hammadans and leave the main gangs. An stance
of this 18 worthy of note. An outcaste Alagin woman
of the Malir community took up with a gang of comers
from Hydetabad and wag the instiument of passing
the counterfert coins. On the gang being arested,
the woman told the writer that she had left her hus-
band some years previously for the famous coiner Gtalib
Shah, Capemaii boys are addicled 1o altering copper
coins, especlally pice, by giving them a coat of quick-
silver ; they pass them off as silver coins, and gencrally
with success.

The domestic relations between man and wife are
very lax : polygamy 1s allowed, as also widow i1emarii-
age. Infanl mairiages are 1are, ‘Wived are sometimes
seouritics for debts contracted by their husbands and
bocome the property of the creditor should the debt
fail to be liquidated, Caste disputes and divorces
which arc easily obtained are arranged by punchayet
presided over by tho “ Chetti” of the gang. This
“+worthy ”’ docs not dneectly join in their predatory
excursions, but gets lus share of the loot, and is mainly
instrumental in the disposal of stolen property.

Their receivers are principally goldsmiths and hquor
vendors in all the lage towns and villages throughout,
the presidency, anl the bargain usuelly made is one
rupee for a rupee’s weight in gold. Village headmen,
a8 bofore stated, lmgely assist bands of Alagires who
have soltled m their villages n the disposal of plunder.
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Araarries—(cont ).

Donaga Daswrirs Gupu Dasarars, who ae s
eadled * Mucher Kalas,” aro the Alagities of the movo
northern diswriets of the presidency, and we diawn
from thoe Boya, Golla, Wudder and Salin castes, They
sometimos style thomselves ¢ Golln Dasaries,”  In the
Neollore dustiret they ae called ¢ Kathuivandla
(soras0r thioves).

The disguises wsually adopted by tiem e those
of {he Gosscing and Byragines ; the pirayers and
incantalions ol 1eligious mendicants ao carelully
studied, and nonc but a real BDyraghi, or ono thoroughly
acquainted with the doings of these guasi-religious
moendicants, con deteet their artifices,  They eombime
burgluy walh thieving.

Thotr headman is styled by them 1ho “ Gudn,”
aud w'th Tm rest the arrengemonts nceessary in
planning o prodatory excarsion  Duacoity 1 occasiornt-
ally commuited by them, but they ehwcfly confine
thomsclves Lo buvglary, which mode of aiime is (he
most diflicull, of dotoction as exporicuze hasg {aught
thom,

Tho principal head-quarters of these poople are tho
Cnddapah, Belluy, Kurnool, Nollore an1 Notth Ascot
disliiots, but thoy we also 1o be lound Lhroughont the
presidency in small bands disguised as qease-roligious
mendicants.

Tn small partios, gonemally of 4 or 5, they sel ont
on tholr predatory oxewmsions, and firvst v st o {omple
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i the gaib of Byraghics carmying the ¢ Garadastam-
bam’ and the “tappa’ and “samacalum’”—symbols
of a rchgious hfc; they cairy out thewr disguises
admuably and command the respeet of the credulous
rustic,  Adepts i the art of reerting tho Vedds, they
Zutn admussiwn to the houses of tespectable villageds .
the situation of the bolts and the geography of the
house 1s taken in at a glance; a faint sciatch on the
door framos made with a piece of glass, which, hike
the Capemaries, they invariably carry, shows the
position of the bolts, and mdicates the work of the
‘““ Byraghi.,” The breach in the wall is made close to
the bolt sufficiently large to adnut of a man'’s arm
bemg inserted and the bolt 1s diawn., This mode of
housebreaking is known in other parts of India as the
‘“ buglee operafion”’  The mmstrument nsed s called by
them the “kuchi or gdd: kél.” It is mosh ingoniously
made, and 1s carnied about by them on their bag'giéng
tours. To the casual observer it is a musical wmstiu-
moent somewhat resembling the “ Vina” in shape;
but on a minute examination being made by an
observant officer 1t will be discovered that the mstru-
ment is composed of ftwo parts capable of being
sopazated from each other, in one of wlich halves is
encased o sharp iron tool about 12 to 15 inches in
length, octagon shaped, and tipped with steel

The musical instiument is called by them a
¢t Chiila,” and on this in thelr role of By:aghi they
play an unmusical accompaniment to their monotonous

chanting of veliglons couplets.

Tho * Kuchi-kdél” 18 a very offective implement,
T B
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for boring thiough walls, and the operation 18 noiye-
lussly and skillully pom formoed. Muiks of tho instiy-
nent may be detectod 1 a cmrolul tnspection of the
breach 1n tho wall 18 made ; they are sharp and clearly
defined 1ound the edgoes, and the hole usually slopes
downwards iowards tho bolt. On the door beng
openced, a free oxil thiough the house 18 finst made to
allow of oscape m the event of the inmates Dbeing
aroused. Jowels worn by sleeping womoen and child-
roen are the chiof allractions, and ithose are dexter-
ously 1emoved ; tho threads of Loads are cut with the
proces of glass or the laneel-shaped kufls, and by
moining 1ho g¢uase-rolignous mondicants have put
sevoral miles botwoon thom and the scenss ol thoir
deprodations, Durnl matehos, and not unfroquoently
hard graing aro found in the houses they havo visited.
This latior peeuhaily is accounled for by Major
Ctunthorpo in hig interosting Noles on Criminal 1o ibes
in wrting of the Bowues (Budducks) of Contaal
Indie, who appem to olosely resomblo these poeoplo in
thoir disguwos and modo of commithing burglarios.
Do says . . 'Thiy i lo loarn tho position ol any
brass o1 coppoer pois or boxoes in the apaitmont. tho
noise of tho socd hitling against them indieating {he
exact spol and thus showing in what dirccltion il
is clewr and no obstacle to be expocted for a further
ndvance,”

Like tho Capomwmi thelr language is Telugu ; thoy
are also well up in Hindustani, They wusually add
““ Dags ? Lo {heir namos, as for instance ¢ Govindass,”
¢ Lutchmandass,” and have many aliascs
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Tho women scldom acecompany the men on a
burglary expedition ; but, like thoir Capemari sisters,
thoy confine themsclves to pilfering at fairs and
fostivals and reap a rich harvest on the railways.
They are instrumental i the disposal of stolen
propeity, and for this puipose associate with the
Capemari gangs at Trivellore and Malir,

The following account of a criminal clags, callmg
themselves Batturajas cr Battu Twmakas, published in
the Police Weekly Cucular, Madras, No. 47 of 1881,
is reproduced, as they have a cloge resemblance to the
Gudu Dasaries «——

‘“ With the exception of three families residing in

neighbouring villages in North
L T e e Arcot distret, the Battu Turakas
8 yollalavandl ipa'lo are confined entiiely to the four
guntlag
hamlets noted in the wmargin,
which compriso the Revenue Payakat village of Agra-
haram in the Pelloru division of Cuddapeh district.

“They are known to the Cuddapabh and North
Arcot police as criminals, and a note 18 made whenover
any adult leaves his village ; but, as they commit their
depredations far from home and convert their spoil
into hard cash before they return, it is difficult to get
evidence agaust them.

ﬁ

“Ten or 12 of these lecave home at once; they
usually work in parties of 3 or 4, and they are ire-
quenily absont for months together. They have
methods of communicating intelligence to thewr asso-
ciates when geparated from them, but the only one of
these mothods that is known is by means of thewr loal-
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plates which they sow in a poeculiar mauner and leava
attor uso in cortain places proviously agtoed upon.
Thoso leaf-plates can be recoguired by oxportly, but all
that thoge experls can leain fromn thom 18 that Battu
Turakas have beon i the neighbouirhtoed recontly.
On thew roturn {0 thoir Vﬂlngﬁ an account, of thew
proceodimgs 19 rondered and their sporl iy divided
equally among the whole commumty, a double shaio

hoing, howovor, given 1o tho actual thief or thicvos.
“They usunlly disguise thomsolves as Brahmans,
and, 1n tho gewch of some of their houses lately, silk
cloths woin only by Binhmans were found, togethe
will olhor articles neeossay for

1 Rudidgshamalag, : ; -
p ok idesham tho purposoe as spooified in tho
3 Rihg nos. margin,  They are also in-

4. Nuntow necked eoppor

wviusds wol ! ¥ Y us v ﬂll‘ll{}tﬂd iu S;L]]H[Jl‘lt, 11]1(1 i]]_ ﬂ]l
bl Maodwa Th ok nias

f Swmihe Podnps tho outward requisitey of Biah-
Wwrug and Ocdd v s ) n
manism, A Telugu Bionhiman

would soon find oul that they are nol Binlunany, and i
iy on thi4 ageount that they conlmo thewr depredations
to tho Taml couufry, who e allowance 18 mado for
thom ag rude uncivilizod Telugus, Thoy frequont
chouliries, where thoir very rospeetable appearance
disarmg suspicion, and wateh for opportunities of
commutting thofts, substituling their own bags ov
bundles (filled with 1ubbish) for those they earry off.
Thoy arve vory timid and consequently vory cautious
and patient, going in only for a safo thing.” Thiy
account given by an exporicnced officor of police points
to the Batfu Turakas bemmg an offshoot of the great

Alagn clugs, "
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The Donga (Gudu) Dasari Alagiries occasionally
take the role of traders in oattle and vismt the cattle
markets, they will, however, always have their
“religions” brothren somewhere handy, and the
subterfuge is used mercly as a means of collocting
information. During the ¢“ Pongul’ and ¥ Dassarah’?
fostivals the ““religious Dasaii” may be frequently
goen with his sacred bull asking alms.

Beforoe proceeding on a predatory excursion, offer-
ings of sheop and fowls aie made to the goddess ¢ Gan-
gamah.” QOmens are carefully observed. Women of
all clasges, with the exception of the ** Malas” and
“ Madigas,” are admitted to their community and the
marriagoe ceremony is performed by a Brahman of the
“Satini ' creed. Marriage laws are easily relaxed,
and polygamy is allowed.

The priest of tho Ahdbilam femple near Rudra-
varam in the Siivél taluk of the Kurnool district
exorcisos over these people completo Jurisdiction n
spivitual mattors, and tnbute 18 paid yearly to him,
Caste disputes and the like are settled by punchayets
formed of members cf the gang presided over by the
Grudu,

PapavacHr Arseirins (de Thogamalal Koravars).
These are the professional thieves of the gouthorn dis-
tricts, with their head-quarters at or near Pondicﬂlelry.
Thoy are skilful counlerfeiters and very dexterous in
passing tho coing, women being usually the mediun,
Like the Capemaries they visit all the laage fairs and
fostivals in the south and carry on a lucrative trade.
They worghip at the shrine of ¢ Kalla Alagm.”
Their languagoe 1s Tamil,
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J OGTITLS,

Tirn Joghios of the Modras hosidoney are a class of
vagiauts who oarn a precarious livelihood by snake-
charming, pig-breeding, juggling and tho hke. The
derivation of the woird Joghi seoms to bo the Sunserit
“Yopm,’” a follower of the Yoga gyslom . . ., a magi-
eiwn, conjurer, ono supposed {o havo oblainel super-
nutwal powers.”® Thoey are excludively a Telugu sect,
and lorm a division of the Saidni or mixed caste.

There are 19 secls among Joghies, divided inio
{wo main divisions —

Division A.

[, Cheruliurnvadu. 4, Valafavadi,
2. Svaralavadu, 0. Gollartvadu.
3. Mupuuivadu, 6. Poranavadu.

Dwnsion I3,

L. Chrimapuvadu. 8. Kullavadu.

2. Bmthavadu, 9. Jallivadu.

3 hthukwuvadu, 10. Pyralavadu,

4. Ghundavadu, L1, Uraguntivadu,
5. Tharavadu. 12. Sappidivadu.
0. Vadapillavadu. 3. Dashapuvidu.
7. Amurthavadu,

b - e sk i o
-y -

* "ide Montor Williama  8wnscast Distionny,
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The classes under division A are supposed to take
highor ranlk than thoso in division B, and do not mix
with 1lindus of the lowor castes, Pariahs and the like,
but strangely enough intermarry with those under
¢'uns B, The priucipal distriots in which the Joghies
are to be found and where they have formed ¢1iminal
habits are Chingleput, North and South Arcot and
parl of Nellore, and in these districts they have, of
recent years, given considerable tiouble. Highway
robbery and dacoity are the ciimes they chiefly confine
themsclves {0, but occasionally turn to burglay ;
but in this latter form of crime they are, as yot,
clumsy, and detection of a burglary commiited by
Jophies is comparalively easy. They are, however,
gradually developing the faculty of commutting bur-
glary on scientific principles.

Disguises arc not adopled by them, nor de they
wander far Hiom their encampments when committing
crime; they usually confine thelr oporations to their
own neighibouthood.

As breeders of pigy they take them in droves to
Madras and othor large towns for sale, and it appears
to be at the instigation of thoir constitnents in Chin-
taciipetta and Black Town, Madias, that the Joghics
have laken to ciime, for thoy are satisfied with the
gleanings themselves while the harvest is reaped by
{heir rocoivers., TFormaeily they were chiefly known
ns harmless wanderers, assisting at village revels,
soothsayoers, &c.; but contaminated by peculant traders
in Madras and othor centres, they have doveloped
eriminal habits which are likely to prove froublesome.



16 CUHAPTER 1T,

IMeadmen of Joghics ave styled by them Jungams.
With the Jangam resis tho organization of a gang
crimo, Ile settloy caste dispules and 1cceives two
shaios of booty. Iixpeditions are planned when mem-
bors of a ianda or gang are assombled for a marrviage
or tribal function, Omons are then rigidly obscrved,
and should they bo adverse, months {frequoently inter-
veno before the expomment is {ried agnin.

The lheadman of tho Joghi class is supposed to
reside al Srecperombatur in the Chingleputl distiict,
but about this worthy? much iy uncertain: he is
called the Jangam Poojali, and wears {he sacred throad
(pumil), but doos not play an important part at their
religious or social funclions, nor does he gel a ghare
of spoil, and few of the tribe appear to know of his
exiglence.

Joghics oncamyp on tho oulskiits of villagoes, usually
on aplein or dry bed of a tank, thoir huts or gudisays
aro mado of palmyra leaves pluited wiéh five sirands
forming an arch, completoly open at one smdo and
olosed ot tho othor (wide plato 1), They oceasionally
oultivato lands on what is known as tho ¢ Varum”
tenure and in some villagos in tho Wandiwash taluk
of the North Axrcol district and in the Madwmaniakam
taluk,0f Chingloput district they have setiled down
and aroe in tho pay of the village headmen, who benefit
largely by tho oriminal propensilios of thoir protégés ;
they are also invariably assisted by their patrons
ghould suspicion rest on them, A case is on record
whero o village magistrate incited an aitack on e
small party of police who commenced thensearoh of =
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Joghi encampment for property stolen in a series of
dacoifivs committed by these people. Another indited
a petition complaining of the hardships these ‘¢ honest
folk ” had to undergo by the system of polico sur-
veillance,

The Joghies resemble the ¢ Kuluvas’ of the
southern distriets of the Presidency, who also tend
pigs, and also the Pichagoontas, into which olass they
marry ; this latter class are described as mendicants,
doctors, herbalists and the hike, and, like the Joghies,
formerly acted the part of heralds, but since their
contamination by, and association with, othets of
criminal habits, they have abandoned their vocation of

heralds,
The betrothal and mairiage ceremonies of the

Joghies are peculiar and inierosting. On consent.
bemg obtained from the girl's father or guardian, the
bridegroom elcot gives a boar and Rs, 8-12-0 in cash
ag earnest moncy. The boar is killed, the head 18
taken by the girl’s people and the flesh goes towards
a general feast, The bridegroom elect has further
to provide copious libations of toddy and arrack for
the assembled company. On a subsequent Fiiday,
fixed by mutual consent, the bridegroom elect pays 3
pagodas to the girl's pcople ag ¢ voli ”’ (Tamil avflunn)
and the next day 4 pundal 1 erected i frond of the
hut (gudisay), a sheep is then sacrificed to their
household god ¢ Perumal,” and, on the following day,
the ‘“‘nalagoo® ceremony is gone through, after which
a general feed takes place. The “fali” is tied the

next ddy by the * Jangam ” of tho caste, who pro-
0O
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nonnees the couple man and wife. The musie on
thoso lostivo oceasions is tho same ag that weed by
them as gnake charmers Their womn are adepts
in playmg the instru nents which they en 1 ¢ Magiday
kudiky,” ¢ Nayasaram’ or ¢ Poloankushal,” and
usnelly tako those with thom when on thenr begging
touis,

Re-admission to cagte aftor convietion when impii-
sonment 1 involved, 1s an casy mattor. A fecd and
drink at tho expense of the “unfortunate,” genorally
defrayed from the share of property which 1s kept by
his move [orfunato kinslolk, are all that is necossary
oxoept tho coremony common fo olher classes, of
having the tongue slightly burnl by a picce of hot

gn]ﬂ ; this Tallor 1a 2ways lﬁril‘fﬂ] maoel hy fhn Jnngmn
of tho gang.

Their language iy Tolugu, spoken with a {ribal
accont ; thoy algo know Tamil.

On an excursion bomg agreod upon by membors of
a Joghi gang, othors of the (raterny oncumped in the
vieinity are consulted ; in some 1solated spot a Nim
troo 13 chosen 0s o meoling placo ; here the proliminaries
we sobtled and their god Porumal iy invoked ; they
gol out in bands of from 12 10 15, armed thomselves
with ssout bamboo suicks ; scantily clad, and with their
hoads muffled up, thoy waitl the arrival of {he carts
pagsing their place of hiding; in twos or thices they
attack the carts, which aro nsually diiven off the road
and not unfrequontly upsct, and the travellors are
made {o give all they possess: the properly is then
given to the headman of tho gang for swfo-koeping
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and he secietos 10 in the vicinity of his hut, and sets
about-the disposal of it : their receivers aie to be
tound among the “respeetable ” oilmongers of the
villages in the vicimty of their encampments, and
the village headmen who, as said hefore, veap a 11ch
harvest in their deahngs with their Joghi protégés,
while property not disposed of locally is taken to
Madras,

The women of the tribe are very depiaved in their
morals, and prostitution is common. They may be
seen at all fairs and festivals, decked 1n gaudy attire
and laden with brass bangles and Dbead necklaces,
where they profess to tell fortunes. They wear the
cholee fastened at the back by two knots and cloths
with g&udy borders, The nlfmiage tie 15 vui M ﬁﬂﬂily
reloxed : the sum of seven rupees is levied on the
offending swain and the woman becomes his propeity
“{o have and to hold.,” Widow remartiage is frecly
allowed, and young women may mairy at any age.
The women of the “ Dasirapuvadu’ eclass do not
marry, but may be found in almost all the large towns
and villages as prostitutes: they aro of great use to
thelr commumiby m assisting i the disposal of stolen
property ; thoy are, as a rule, comely, dress well, and
live under the piotection of Vamahs (ollmongers).

The boys of the class arc employed by thoir eldors
in stealing gnin stored at ¢ kalamsg " (threshing
floo1s), and, as opportanity offers, by slitting grain
bags loaded in caits, They seldom accompany ther
oldors 1m thowr oxpeditions for the commission of
Imghway tobbery or dacoity. In wandering fHom
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village o villge, Joghies utilizo aeses {o emvy theis
tends or pils; the packs of these are nsed ay 1egptacles
for stoumg doths obtained 1 predatory excursions,
As o olass, they are dog Tweiers, and thew dogs ave
always branded w th emblemadic mwks  a tree (the
much roverod nim), a scorpton, and so on,

The males are scantily clothed and are oasily
identihed, as Joglies’ red waist elolhs are in especial
request.  In pownt of physiquo they are above the
ordinry cultivator and havoe o finer cast of Leatuies.




21

CITATTLER 1V,

-
Y ANADIDS.

Tur Yanadi caste tiadition is that they were the
aborigines of the wilds in the viecinity of the Pulicat
lake, where they fished and bunted at will till they
beeame enslaved by the Reddies. They are to be
found prineipally in the Goddvari, Kistna, Nellore and
parts of the North Arcot and Cuddapah distriets,
Yanadies appear to have held the same position
i Redd: fanulies formerly as Kasas and Dasis do to
this day in zomindari families of the Razd, Velama
and Kamawa castes. The head of tho tribe lives at
Sriharikota on the boiders of the Pulicat lake, wheie
attempts have been made by Governmen! to reclaim
theso people from the state of barbarism, in which,
previous to 1835, they lived : dwelling in Jungles, they
lived on fruits, roots and other jungle piroduce, and
wero rarcly seen.
There arce three divisions of Yanadies, viz.,
(1) Reddr Yanadacs,
(2) Challa or Garappa or Chatla Yanadies, and
(3) Adavi Yanadies
The Roddi Yanadies ave o settled clasg, employed
chiefly .s cooks by Panta Reddies, aud have no
intercourse with the Challa and Adavi Yanadies, who
are looked upon as outcastes. These latter hold an
mnportant place among the eriminals of the northein
distriets,
The wild Adai: Yanadies of the presont day me
houseless wandeiers, who do not take the trouble to
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pul p even fomporary or movenble sheds, bul content
themselves with  the sheltor aftorded Ly shrybs ticd
together,  They aro true nomads  The ¢ Challe
Yunadies (alvo called ¢ Gwrappe” o1 diy land op
“Chatla”  tree  Yanadics) live in huts on tho out-
slarts of villages and pick up a precariouns livelihood
by collecting forost produee, snaring anl hunting
game aud doing odd jobs for willagers. They meo
scarcely to be distinguishod ftom the Adavi Yanadi
uniil & prolonged residence in the neighbourhood of
one village mouacs suflicient sympathy with them to
amohoraie thar lot to a eertain oxtent, whon orime
becomes no longer an absolute neoessity. The
“ Aduve” Yanadi ont of the Nellore distriet is an
hoiedilary and professional burglar, who b no cthor
ocoupation. 1le has beon found {o he rreelaimable.

The Reddi an d Chally Yanadies are onployod og-
casionully as kavilgars (villige watcheis) i the Iisine
nd Crod tvan distiicls, where they possess tho qualifi-
cation ol having boeen, ov st 1l being, burglars: they
a0 mostly seitlod, bul Tow ol thom hold Tands,  Their
Innguago iy a corrupt form ob Tolugn; their typo of
featines 18 Mongolian, boad about the cheok bones,
wlich n1e more or less pronineni, with a pointed
chin, .a shight moustacho, no whiskers, and a scanty
stingpling beard over the lorepar{ ol the chin. Thao
women me tolerably well featured, but have a wild,
timud, shrinking look.

The practico of employing Yanadwes as kavilgars
(walchois) 18 boing discouraged, and many will pro-
bably take to nomadism tor o tume, "
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In the upland {aluks of the Goddvarr and Vizaga-
patam distiicls and in the south of the Ganjam distiiet
thore arc a fow scattered gangs of Yanadies called
Nakl ale Vandle from then snaring and eating jackals,
They call themselves “Twipd Yanadies,” but they
are not acknowledged by thewr southern confreres,
though their manners and customs aie identical with
those of the Adavi Yanadies. The head-quarters of
these ¢ Nakkala Vandiu® is the Pallonda taluk of
the Vizagapatam distriet. They aro less daring
thioves than tho Southern Yanadics and are mferion
to them in physigue.

Somo of the immigrant Yanadies of the Kistna
distriel aro congaged as ploughmen, but either because
thay wera seomingly engaged for the purpase, m be-
cause they have subsequently coirupted their mastens,
this is in most cases only thoir ostensible employment
thoir reul oceupation beoing burglary, the procceds of
which are recorved and disposed of by thowr masters,
11 is noticed that Yanadi ploughmen are, as a 1ule,
bettor off than others followwng the same occupation.
Dacoity and Inghway robbery are committed by them
in an organized manner and ocensionally great violence
is used, Sheep and goat lifting by stealth or with
violence is a favowite ecrime of the “setiled ”
Yanadios, and recent invesiigations have shown that
Yanadies join with Erukalas in ihe commission of
crimes with violenco which formerly were mainly
attriibuted to tho Erukalas, and not unfrequently do
they disguise themselves as Frukalas in order to
tlnow suspicion on that elass.
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Among the soltled Yanadies the men ate able {o
gathor miomation withoul ativacting atientjon, by
vislis 1o thenr relations among the kavilgars, who e
always wi ling and able Lo afford (he required inlor-
mafivt,  Tho women o nol o iployed for thas pur-
poye, but are usclul n the disposal o sfolen propeity.
Al dusk they go round on then beggimng tours selling
mats, which they make, and talke the opportunity of
drcpping & word to tho women of cheap things for
sals, and the templation s seldony resisted ; stolen
property 18 also caned m their marketing baskets
to tho village grocer, the Komati. Among the wild
(A lavi) Yauadies, worion are told ofl to acquire iufor-
mation whilo beggwg, butl they chielly rely on the
Liquor shopkeepers tor news which may bo turned to
usclul weount,

Yanadies have no tribal marks or party badgoes,
nor havoe they symbols of 1wk or station among them.
Tho huts of the seliled olasscy are sumilar 11 construe-
tim to thoso of othet nomady, viz,, a {rame work of
bamboos benl into an arch lovming an cnbance of
albout 2 fool square ; this i coverod with some thich-
ing material, grass, millot slalks and the hike; thew
hiuby ure not however so woll construected as those of
the Koravars, Joghics and Domaras, being of n mneh
roughor make. (Sco noley on Koiavars, Joghies and
Dombaras).  Their househiold gods aro few anl of the
rudest. I'lesh is eaten by them with tho excoption of
beof, and gome, under which calegory thoy inelnde
rats, iguenas and tho 1 ko, is much approciated.

The betrothal and marriage eercmonips are very



YANADIES 25

primitive and take place af the bridegroom’s house and
not, ag-usual among Ilindus, at the bude’s. When the
ceremonies are completed—the guests well refreshed
with food and dvnk—the happy couple aro bathed,
smeared with saffron, and diessed 1n new cloths, and a
leaf (usnally betel) is then folded small and lied to their
right wrists, This is a relic of the * tankanan” or
talisman tied on with many mantrams fo absolve the
wearer from the necessity of pumfication from defile-
ment occasioned by travels and the hike. This talis-
man is removed on the third day after the marriage 18
consummated., DBrahmans never officiate at their cerc-
monies. The post of officiating priest 18 held by the
bride’s maternal uncle if there be one * for the nonce, he
invests himself with the * zandhywm’’ or gacred thread,
marks hig forehead horizontally with ashes and a dot
of red ochie (the mark of the Saivite). IHe decides
the auspicions hour, ond, bemg ignorant of astrology,
deteimines it by fixing an arrow, or an imitation
made ouf of the screwpine, perpendicularly in the
ground, and watching carefully till the shadow dis-
appears, The imjortant moment has then armved
and the tali is tied. The custom of using an amnow is
said to be symbolical of their hunting proclivities.
Among the wild {Adavi) Yanadies these ceremonies
are not observed. When a man and a mmd, wife or
widow, agiee to live together, they do so, and are
reoeived as man and wife. Polygamy is allowed, as
also widow remarriage. Divorces ave easily obtained,
and desertion of a wife is nol punishable by the caste.
Children dre nover called after any living rclative,

h ot
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but after gome family god o goddess, their favourito
deities being Walior, Kamaloma and  Nagemangu, tho
latter heing cspoeially held iu reveronce by women as
the “snuke goddess”  Cloths of a peeuliar pa torn, gnid
to be beloved of these deilies, ate always worn by the
women during pregnancy. Ankamma, Poleramma
(the villago goddess of agrieulture) and other deitics
aro worshipped,

Bxecepling the horeditary head of tho caste at
Sriharikota, whose influencoe is said Lo have heen geat
al ono limo, but whose oflice now iy morely honorary,
thoro are ne permanent offico bearery in the casie.
Thoe elders are looked upon as natural leaders and
aullionitios. Thore 18 not wucle socbility or con-
viviality among Yuanadies as a raco oxeept among the
wild classos alter successiul [orays,; on such occasions
tho women deek themselves oul m gandy attiro with
stolem clothy and jowels and the gang gives iself ap
to foasting. As a rweco thoy arve, like most crimminal
classes, much addicled fo liquor; the wild Y imadios
espeeially  being on tcams ol friondslnp with the
vondms of arnck and toddy. 'Flis, howover, doos
not, prevent their helping themselves to toddy From
tho palms. The vondors do not complam, for their
trado in bartering toddy for stolon goods 18 too Iuneras
tive to bo lightly intetfered with.  Itis these licensoed
vendors who cater for the wild Yanadies by cartying
provisions {o thom in their haunts.

Yanadics posscss considmable knowlodge of the
medicinal propertics of 10018 and harbs, and arve said
Lo be sucecessful 1n tho treatmont of certain discasos.
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An iron implement called the ¢ Sikkaloo kél’’ 18 kept
by them ostensibly for the purpose of diggmng these
roots, buf it ig really theiwr jemmy and used in the
commissien of burglary. When found with 1it, the
excuse they give1s that it is for the purpose of tigging
roots, It 18 an ordinary iion tool pointed at both
ends, one end being fitted 1 a wooden handle. “With
this they can dig through a wall noiselessly and
quickly, and many houses are thus broken inte in one
nizht unti] a good loot is obtained. IHousebreakings
are ugually committed during the first quartor of the
moon, Yanadies confess their own crimes readily, bus
will nover implicate an accomplice.
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CIIAPTUR V.,

LuMBADIDg——SUGAL 1T 4

Luasdvr g, ulso called Bandjdries, Brinjmig and
Gohurs.  They are supposed to tako thotr ovigin from
Vili and Sugriva, The legond 18 this . —Thore wore
two brothors, Motn and Moéla, descondanty of Sugiiva.

Mola had no 19suo, se being an adept in gymnastic
fonds, ho went with his wife Radha and exhibitoed his

slall ot ¢ Rathanateh ?? boforo three 1ajahs,. They wore
go taken with Mbla’s slall and the graco and beauty
of Radha and hov playing of the “nagara® or dium,
that thoy asked what they could do for them. Méla
askod cach of the mjnhs for n boy thaf he might
adopt him ag hig son. This 1equest wag accorded,
and Moln wdopled threo boys,  Their names wore
Chavin, Lohia Tanchar nud Ritade.  Theso thico boys,
in cowrso of {ime, grow up and were maried, und the
following gonenlogival {rue shows thotr igsue -

Mo ) Mk
D co lmgwelabw, e T T h
(h eorn and Morwads,  Chavia, Loolun P im RaLids,
CEix HOY R VY Lwilve gonn vis Sovoen gong v14,
Degeondetdag of ! 1 Koreae 1 Jdrnbaly I Bt cokys (Bhy-
egrylo®Re ol 2 10 1 ch, 2 Vuylavutl ¥ 14)
tanc 0fF C A <4 5 Mmoo« 4 Voclot & Mo wm (Mung-
viin o hhon {4 S ovadd 4 Angoth vocthy).
HEARB T b Dyt Vo pnwyld }oMoowhat (Moo
. 0 Ravlyn 161 wull ¢ nln)
7 i 4 Ruwoth (Ghota
8 Pun wy R7 o)
) Ayo h b A tl
10 Hyot y DA aclh
bl Tamacv th T Tutth

8 (¥ 1m
wl vbwT e P o) s
wt b ol e b
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From Bheckyn, the eldest son of Rétide, started the
clan known as the Bhutyas, and from this clan three
minor sub-divisions a8 the Maigavuth, Kurumtoths

and Kolag, thus i
Bhoekyn (Blintyas)

f A
Dhongria. Thaiths.
( ) ( ‘1
Magn Khamdir Mailsee, Malsigee,
eight sons 8ix gons
Bi1x sons, viz. Bevon sonsg, ¥is, — ~ e
1. Anf 1 Kniamsee. 1 Kala
2 Apgam 2 Tamseo 2 Kola
3 Dinga 8 Pathalses 3. Modraicha,
4 TLaksh 4 Daivsee 4 Ratla
5 Haa b Qodsce f. Kokraicha.
6 Jamma 6 Ramegeo 6 Mipla
with the gotzam name 7 Daiansee 7 Assoloth,
Muigavuth, with the gotram name 8 Ramuys.
Kurumioth,. 0. Dalama
10. Sudmufit

11. Puadan
12 Jalpath,

ﬁ } Unknown.

with the gotiam name
Kolay,

These threo golrams are known under the main
hoad of ¢ Bhutyas” ; they consider themselves omne

clan, and will nof intermarry.
Another mamn division of the Lumbddi caste 18 the
‘“« Vidathyd” or Northern division. They are chiefly
to be found in His Highnegs the Nizam’s dominions,
This class is divided into twelve families, viz-——

1. Bddh4. b, IIdl4. 9. Ajmaira,
2. Bhoda. 6. Konisi. 10. Thaira.

3. Lakha, 7. Dhara., 11. Maia,

4 lana, 8. Ghootgal 12, Unkoown,

The Chavan, Punchar and Vadéth v4 gotrams mnter-
many with the Bhutyes : the Vaddthyd gotram was
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in the duyy of yoro on ferms of deadly fond with the
Bhutyas, but this hag boon woin off by tho kindly
hand of time. Tho Bhutyw form tho principal clan
among the Lumbadies and move aboul with large
droves of pack bullocks through tho Ceded Distiets,
occasionally visiling the southorn disti.cts. Thoy
weroe formerly the carriers of the country, but, since
the introduclion of railways, then trade hag been
riined, and many have botaken themselves to agri-
cultural pursuits. In Cuddapah district numboers
have gottlod down and hold land on puttrh and live
in respeetablo hounses, but as a class thoy ure csgentially
nomads, The tribes inhabiting the Nizam’s dominiong
aro those ehicfly nddieted toerimes of a grave nature-—
moro especially dacoity—and, up o quite a 10coni date,
organized bands of these depredators weio in the habit
of crogsing tho frontior over the Tungabuadia river and
cormnmitiing soriows dacoifies i the Kistna and Kurnool
distriots,

Kach tribo ig divided into clws or {audas with
a Deadman, styled the Naik, whoso authority over the
gang i8 coraplote, and with him rosts the organization
of gang erimo.

Their language, which thoy call Linda, is a corrupt
Mabmila mixed with llindustani; {hey also speak
Canarove and Telugu.

In the sorind soale they are inferior to Kapts,
but superior to Yanadios, Tinkalas and Wudders.

Tho men ere fine muscular {ellows capable of
enduring long and faligning marches. Thowr ordi-
nay dross is tho “dhoty” with shorl trousers, and
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frequently gaudy turlans and caps, in which on festive
occasions they indulge., They also affect a considerable
amount of jowellery,

The women are, as a rule, comely, and above the
average height of women of the country. They are
easily identified by their dress and the profusion of
jowels thoy weanr.

Their costume s the “lainga’ or gown of Karwar
cloth, red or green, with a quantity of embroidery.
The chola or bodics, yrith embroidery in the front and
on the shoulders, coveis the bosom and is tied by vaiie-
pated cords at the back, the ends of the cords being
ornamented with cowries and beads ; a covering cloth
of Karwar cloth, with embroidery, is faslened in at
the waigt and hangs at the side with a quantity of
tagsels and strings of cowries,

Their jewels are very numerous and include strings
of beads of 10 or 20 rows with a cowric as a pendant
called tho ¢ checd ” threaded on horse haw, a silver
““ hasal1”” (necklace), a sign of marmage equivalent to
thoe tali.

Brass or horn biacelots, 10 to 12 in number,
extending to the elbow on either arm with a ¢ guzeia”
or piece of embrorderad silk, I inch wide, tied 1o the
right wrist. -

Anlklets of ivory or horn axe only worn by married
womern. ; they are 1emoved on the death of the
husband.

‘““ Pachala? or silk embroidery adorned with
tassels and cowrles 1s also worn as an anklot by all
women, e
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Their othor jowols ae * mukaramm ” or nose
ornamoent, a silver ¢ leania " or pendant from the nppor
put of the car attached to a silver chain which hangs
to 1he shoulder, and a profusion of silver, brass and
load 1ings,

Their han is, 1 the case ol unmarried womon,
unadorned, bronght up and tied 1n 2 knot at tho top
of the head ; with maried women it is fastened, in
liko manner, with a cowry or a, brass bution, and heavy
penduants or ¢ gujuris” are fastened at the temples.,
This lafter 18 an edsential sign of mairiage; and 1l
absenco 14 a sign ol widowhood.

Unlike the ¢ Lubhang”? or ¢ Lumbhduag,” wha
are closely allied to the Lumbddies, as taking theiv
descent fromw Mo the oldor brothor, the mon do not
wear head foathers on festive occasious,

Lunbdidi women when cavvying water ave fasti-
dious in the adornmont of tho pad which is placed
on thowr heads culled thoe “galn”  They cover it with
cowrted and attash (o 10 an embroide od oloth enlled
‘¢ Phatlue,? ornamontod with tugsols and cowrios.

Lumbddics are nol admit{ed into village commu-
nities and sociclios, bul live sepavately as far from
villagos ay possiblo, tho roason givon being that it is
moto convement for hording their droves of caitle.
™oir tonts or pils are mado of stonl coarse oloth
fastoned with ropes; in moving comp, those habitations
aro cartied with thoir goods and chaliels on thoir pack
butlocks ; they scldom make long marchos exoopt
whon on predatory excursions.

Pormerly, dacoitios by Lumbéddies ‘were ocom-
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mitted on the most extensivo secale, and even to a
recent date instances of laige ovganized dacoitics have
occuried i the Ceded Distiiets | but they confine
themselves prinapally to dacoities on a small scale on
highways and in houses m isolated hainlets, cattle
lifting and occastonally to giain thefts.

Buxglary 1s not attempted by them, which is a
matter of congratulation, for the maxim * nothing
succecds like success” would be adopted by them,
and, being as a clasg fearless, they would prove a
formidable addition to the many classes of criminals
who now look on burglary as an easy and ceitain
means of livelihood.

They are clever hordsmen and are fiequently cm-
ployed by villagers to tend their catile ; in this way,
and from friendly hquor-vendors; much mformation
i gained as to itinerant parties : before proceeding
on one of their excursions, the men selected by the
Naik move from the cnecampment, not unirequently
accompanicd by thewr women, who ae as infer-
osted m the suceess of the expedition as the men
thomselves, Arrived at the scene of the enterprise
they invoke the goddess ¢ Durga’ or ¢ Durgamma ;"
a reprosentation of this deity they have engraved
ou a silver plate, wheh is m the keeping of the nak
of the {anda. During this ceremony of invoking tho
good will of Durga, w favourable omen is anxiously
looked fo1 ; if the omon 1s considered unfavourable,
the expedition 18 abandoned for a time. .Another
intercsting custom obsorved by them belore proceeding
on a medatory excuision may be given; a token, "
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uswdly a leaf, 19 seevolcd 1n some hidden pliee bofore
proceoding to mvoke Durga; the “Durgamma p jari,”
cno of thoir own class, who woars tho sacied throead
and 19 invested wiih his suered office by reason of hig
powo.« ol divivalion, l.ghts @ fie, and caluang on the
goddoss for md, ticads tho five out and names tho
token hidden by the pariy; lns word 13 considored
an oracle, and the pujari pownts out the direetion the
party 14 to tako,

Thowr favomablo and unfavourable signy are the
gune 18 thoso bolioved in by most eriminal classes : a
fow may bo given—

(1) A crow flying across their path from lefi
to rvight is good.
(2) A snalo scen moving across thewr path

from loft Lo vight is good.
(3) An antelopo bounding from loft to right

13 good.

(4) A erow dlying liom right Lo left 3s indiea-
t vd of great success.

(6) A olnld pulling the cloth of one of tho
parly beforo ho sots out 1s bad.

(0) A jnckal seen crossing thowr path from left

ty right 19 bad.
~(7) An owl hooling to tho lolt is very unpro-

pebioas,

[umbidics have their receivers of stolen pro-
porly among all sorts and condutions of men, but
paitioularly liquor shop-keepers, coppersmiths, the
peculant Komati, and not unfregquently, as is the
‘ense with many other predatoy tiibes, vitlage head-
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mon, who teap o 1ieh harvest in their dealings with
their loss favoured brethren among the criminal classes.
Identifiable propeity 18 not brought to the encamp-
ment, but is buried in convenient places i the sandy
beds of ravines. They are cxpert catile lifters, and
often annex large heids, but this is chiefly in wild and
unfrequented tracts, If questioned by an inquisitive
passei-by, the answer thoy give is that the cattle
belong to villagers who have sent out them to giaze
under their cave. After a lapse of time tho stolen
caftle are] disposed of tingly or m paws at distant
cattle fairs,

The naik or headman of the gang takes an active
part in the commission of crime and 1eceiwves two
shares of the spoil in the division. In the event of
the gang or a poition of 1t being convicted, the naik
is 1esponsible for the welfave of the famlies of the
unfortunate ; should the nailc also happen to be un-
fortunate, an acting ivan is chosen as his successor,
and upon him devolve all the rights, prmvileges and
responsibilitics of the office,

In commitiing crimes as belore specified, viz,
dacoity, &ec., Lumbddies are invariably armed with
sickles (‘‘ gandkattios’”), sticks (gaddées), and, if re-
sistance 1s offored, use consideable violencd: the
women have been kunown to take a leading part in
dacoitics and to beat off an atlack by villagers on
a gang of Lumbddios engaged m a scrious village
dacoity.

The customs observed at betrothals and marriages
ave primitive, and the marriage tie 13 easily dissolyved.
The average price paid for a Lumbddi bride 18 41
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fe g, o1 approxmately live rupees, and four bulls,
No womon of tlo nidegroont’s clan aceompany the
men on the visit to the nide’s olun en the occasion
ol the woddiug, and dartg tho lestival the womon
of tho br de’s clan tovm the juud of the twdy the
raoit being wsunlly hopelessly infoxicatod,  When the
marnage is comploted, the brido’s father presonis hey
with ten changes of 1ument and a young bull with
paok saddlos; her trousseau 18 ther complute.  Tho
cercmony i4 performed by a bhdt or bard of the faibe.

Lumbd Hes wo allowed to marry womon ol othoex
cagtes which aro not like the Madigrs, Malas, &e., in-
forior in tho woeial seale to their own ; but the offspring
ol such marrages, or their descendants, will not be
considorod tiae Lumlvidies of thae gotram il aftor the
thivd geveration,  Infanl marviage 18 dlopwed bt
littlo practised, and widow romarago feeely penmitied,

Ooths made are hold {o bo most binding, and it
v gaid Ut fomnorly o pa tico of ordeal by fivo
wis provalont among tho tithe lo prove mnogenco ;
fnslances of this of late yoars have oecwrrod proviog

tho existenco of the eustom,
Tho office of priest or bhit is heroditary ;) ho visits,

or is said to vistl, cach fanda orco in cight or ten
yohig, *and domands contiibutions as ho goes along
g hone-g tartery 1 on the Nabaymul ai h'ls ol tho
Kurncol distrioty, but hiv powcr g puroly nontinal.
The Naeik or healman of each (anda 18 1{he roal
authoritative head * o it 19 who solilod casto dispules,
lovies finos, &o., whilo tho loeal “ Durgamma pujuri

ig the spuilual head. ’
As a olags, they are particularly fond of musie and

L]
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dancing, and the men and women jomn together in
revels : thowr musicul mstiument is the “ Nagaia™ or
dhole, a kind of drum; on this they play monotonous
accompaniments to then historical songs, the subject
of which chiofly relatey to the fights of their ancestors
ovel cabtle biceding and of Rama’s and Lutchma's
valor ag narrated 1 the Ramayanam.

The following evidence given by a member of a
notorous gang of Tumbddi dacorts, which was succoss-
fully broken up in Mysorein 1884, iz interesting as
showing the oiganized manner in which dacoities are
planned and carried out by them, { give 1t in his

oWl words *—
“1 was near Roadwmga before the famine and

bolonged to Peru Naik's tanda. During the famine,
that 18 fo say six or seveo years ago, we came (o
Mysore and slopped near Shicarpur. Wiuth us tho
members of anothor tanda which was led by Bhann,
also camoe and oncamped near us m Shiearpur. Bhojya
was then in Bhann’s fanda - grain became dear and
there was no fodder for cattle near Rardurga, and we,
therofore, came and stopped for about a month ncar
Shicarpar, In my tanda there were about 15 or 10
nen. In Bhann’s tanda also there were about 15 or
20 men. These 16 men belonging to onr tandag were
convicted and imprisoned for commutting a dacoty
in a washerman’s house there, 1 do not know the
namo of the village, but 1t was further to the north
and 1 the direction of Shicarpur 'Thonce we lefl
{hat place, and after having beon fora month 1u & place
called Mayigond, we came and encamped near Gora-
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samuwddar 1 Chellukere faluk,  Bhanw’s toda did not
necompany us, A month alter our cncampig
Gorasamuddar, 1lema Natk and Valu Naik eamo with
thair fadas and encamped there, the formor with 40
atia the lattee weo w Mothet nuwmlaor of micn, Loay iug
that camp agam, we cune to a place near Kadarpall
1 {hellukerve toluk and  encomped there. Thence
ngam wo sout away ow tandas to Budipura in tho
Hetiyur taluk and 15 or 20 of us went away to
comnul robbories towards Nonampully and Amarapur
in ITer Mujesty’s ternitonies Whathin two or throo days
they joined the encampment m Heriyur., I did not
go, Donguiya, Daly, Randos, Lakkya, Bada Somnla,
Kala Josya, Keemya and others had all gone for thal
oxcuision  Thenee we came and setiled near Dinda-
var, Leaving the tandas thero, a party wontl towards
Bellave of the Tumkur distmet, and after commitiing
dacoilies in two placos returued within two o1 thiee
days, 1 did not accompany that 1a1d so. Theneo
wo went near Ilubyar T mean the tlanda was
romoved,  We sfopped there a month and then wo
went {o Tiplur T mem for oxemsion ouly, A party
wonl, T did not go even there. Thore some cartinen
and others wore robbed., Thenco wo reomoved the
{andaeto a stream on the other side of 1losadrug.
There 18 o kanave called Bhutapanna Ianave noear
Huliyar. T had gone oud for thal raid, Theie we
committod v dacolly, and agein at Arsmangund,
Thon again we changed our tanda to Lokatolalu,  'Wo
lcft our {anda here and a party wenl away lowards
Kanakatte, Thore wo committed a dacobty. T was
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then present, Then we plundered on the other side
of Nagpurce. Trom there we wenl towards Duddu
of the Hassan distriet. There is a road theie from
Tiptur, and m that eross road we plundered about 15
or 20 ecarts. T'rom thewe 1a1ds we proturned home tn
our tandas., Then we changed our camp again to
Kandwadi and ourselves went towards Berur and
there attacked and plundored the marriage party, We
returned from there. Thence we went away towards
Bhaiamsagar near Vijiyapur. Leaving our tanda
there, wo went towards Tiptur. I did not go. A
party had gone. Thence we wonf straight towards
Huliyar—I mean we took our tanda there Leaving
the tanda there a party went towaids the Sibi temple
and there committed some plunders. I bad not gune.
Thence we returned home and onee more went towards
Amarapur and committed some dacoities. I was one
of the party then. Thoaie the tandas separaied Homa
Nalt’s tanda gquarrelled with us and went and en-
camped near Bharamsagar ncar Chellakere My own
and thet of Valu Nailk wont away to the other side of
ITuliyar and there encamped. IIema Nail’s tanda
people robbed some people at Kyatekore near Chital-
droog. The Sircar poople came to our tanda 1In
conncetion with that occurrence, and we (botd the
tandas) 1an away from there towards Munduge in
Dharwar. There we stopped away, While we were
there we committod iwo raids on Mysore. I had come
once, [Itwas at Kudlige and on another occasion near
Iarpanhalli. 'We had not come to Mysore. Cartmen
were robbed® there. Tn one of those raids one of our
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men by nwne Ramchand was killed,  After (s we
wenl awiy  towardy Gaju dragadu and  thenee to
Golluek Mundiigi There we stopped for three or
fon months and dul not comm t any 10bberies. Wo
had gone 1o hme owmr bullocks twice m  thiico
Moanwlile one Toeadi (a woman) b onght news that
Heoma Naild’s purty woere near Gutli, having run away
from Bharamsagar, Shoitly after Rundas, Jayaram,
Amrya not 1 cowt, and Nandya now deeccasod of
IToma Nailk’s tanda came to us - There they told us
that Gola Nuik had been cwphit at O thaldhoog, that
come hud run away Lowards Gootiy and that they camo
ruoning thote Jewvimg then famies new Kurnool
Ramdus offorod {o Pan Natk that if he gave him
10 1upees ho would bring Hema Nar'ds party and
that they might then go somewheie fov committing
1obbcmos,  Within 15 or 20 days he retuned with
LA of 1o na Natk's tanda, aud there we all asseniblad
togother,  Wo wers oll thae for e'ght or ten days,
during which { mo 11 the levims conspued to ¢ ommit
irosh raads s thar eattlo and all property ad been
{uko by the Sivcar people and we sturled fownrds the
Mulnad  But betore this we of Peru Naik’y tand
Liad. gone towards (ud kote and (heve comnuticd sor e
robbevies,  Thore was Toto Nwk’s tanda there, und
four or five of uy came there,  Peru Natk, mysclf,
ITanmatk, ¢ Somliw, My own younger biothet is Peru
Nutk and hs marninige had to bo continetod.  Sola
Nl said that the Sirear peoplo wote in our puisurl,
and thal no mairiygo was then possible.  1le said that,
il we camo o the Mulnad he knew somé@ Degadoy




LUUBADILS SUGALTES 41

houses thero whiel he said might be plundered and
that the mamage nught also be celobiated there.
Hema Nalk was sent for and he agreed to send s
party. As agreed we of the three tandas, that 18 to
say of Pern Naik, Vulo Naik and Hoemws Nad, cane
towards Mulnad, That is to say, we left our tandas
near Bommoenhalh and ouiseclves went on an excur-
sion 1o Mulnad, Straightways we went to Shicarpur.
There in the jungle some of our people were m
alvance and others wore seated under a tamarind tree.
When three Brahmans were seon coming towards us.
They were riding on ponies. They saw some of us
and came fowards us calling out ‘“robbers;” we
were about 30 or 40 peoplo. 1 too was present, A
consultation was held, and it was decided that if we
let these Brahmans go, they would go and raise an
alarm, and that our programme to commib depredations
in Mulnad would be spoiled, and that, therefore, all
the throe should be killed. Scven or eight persons
went and beat them. One of these pavty (I mean of
our own) had a gandkatti, a swoid, and some clubs,
The threo Brahmans werc beaten with them and lalled,
Tuljya, Ratnya and Chendya Valya, not here, stiuck
them dead. Tuljya had tho sword, Valya had the
kmfc and the others had clubs. The others also had
surrounded them, but 1t was theso four that cut and
hacked the bodies. Thonece we went siraight on to
Hanmkuppa. In the jungle thore were left all tho
people. Poru Naik, Jaganya, Kala and Somla went
and brought mmme men of Tota Naik’s party including
Tote Naill Then ncar Hamkuppa some women and
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others wore coming mm 2 cart which we attacked and
plundered, 1 wag prosent then,  Fhen wo wont away
townmds Muddomkoppa in {he Shimoga 1oad,  In {hat
road thrce or fowr Brahimans weie commyg along walk-
g,  Then o ent and somo thico hoisemen canie; also
o bulloe’s man : all these nien were 1obbed, and wo.
wont away 1nto the jungles lowards Kumsi. Thero
wa slopped for mid-day wm the jungle and Tola Natk
brought news of thoiisal (treasuioe) cars,  We all went
there, smaronnded and atlacked the eart and plundered
the contents.  Wo found tho risal money in if, which
wo carrie | away townady Shienpur.  Thenee wo went
{o Bommanahalli in the Dharwar distvict.  Thero we
had our eattlo on which we caried rico. Wo con-
cealed tho money i rico bags and went away to
Surapur. Thore we united with the othor landas pnd
woro all together.  Tho plunder was thon disiiibutod
and tho money wad paud away according to each man’s
sharo ; cach man got SO0 rupecy.  Valva and ''nljya
look o hundiod rupoes moro than others, Theso {andas
wore soparated pl Sapur near Suiapur.  There wore
many peoplo in all tho threo tandes. We thought
poople’s alaam will bo raised and attention directed to
ouwr nmunbor. So wo sepatated.  Peru Nalk’s tanda
wont fway on one sudo and tha gther {wo {andas of
Valu and Hema went outhe othor. Tota Nailk tuined
away Dom Shicopun. Thoro we stopred away and
the Sircar peoplo seized ug there. 1his is all my
slory, Wo woro brought thenco to Shimoga, and 1
am hore, Tota Nmk, his son Oamla, Jatiya, his
song Kanya and Anandya, Bhogya Chinyh, Mutchya
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Bandya were the men of Tota Nailk’s party who
joined us from Mulnad These were not present
when the three Bishmans weie killed, but jomed us
aiter and were presemt during the trcasure dacoities.
Of the prisoncrs 1 cowt, none sr¢ of my tanda, that
18 to say of Pein Naik’s. Dongriyva, Mattraya, Bada
Somla, Hemla, Jesya, Kumya, Jurla, Tari, Naik, Hama
belong to Valu Naik’s tanda and Valu Naik is himself
the 12th prisoner. All these weie present with us
during our 1auds some weie gomg for some and
others for others, but all and evaly one was taking
parl 1m the dacoities and living from the plunder
which we used to get. Valu Naik was with us also,
1Ie does not go out himsell to commit 1obberies, but
stays at homo, When the treasure dacoity ook place
we had left hin near Swapur or Golluck Mundiigi.
When om tandas were in this couniry we used to
vemain n the {andas  Tle is the Naik of the tanda,
and as such the head, Ile would humseli tako a share
in all the spoil, send out his men, give dueclions for
the commission of vobbewres and concerting such
measures.  Of Ilema Naik’s tanda, there are DBada
Balya, Ramdoss, Blikya, Ratnya, Tuljya, Jayaram,
Lakkya, Bamuda, Kalya, Pekya, C. Somla and Bhojia
nol, 1 comt. Whon wo firel came into Mysote and
joined Tloma Naik’s tanda, all these men were there.
All these men had come again with us fiom Swapur
when we commitied dacortios in Mulnad, When we
wore all in Suvapur when the distribution tock place,
all these mon were there and toolk thewr shares.  Dut
the mad follow Ramedu had not inken his, In fact
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Pe did not tike patt in any of the dacolttes,  When
wo ol the thheo tandas had been untdod for 1] ¢se raids,
this [himodu was nather laking pat in the 10bberoes
nor trking shues m the phimder  1le nsod to beg
from door 1o dror aud hive on almy But hevaof 1o
bo in tho fanda. Ifo is o Inother of Tuljyn and
Ramaday, but ho was not living with then. Neax
Bhalappana Kanave abouni 16 or 20 carlmen woeiro
Leaten, Lt was o parly rolurning or goin. towards
Chilaldroog. I wag abou! daybreak whon {hese woie
attacked. 1 do not know wial the carly conlainoed.
Neu Angmangundi also we atfached and plundered
10 or 12 carls.  In the former we dul nol got much
money; wo gol aboul LO0 1upees.  Wo got also some
othor clothes, &e.  In the othior we gou wrour 300
rapeed.  Noar Kandakatte if was all o pedostuian paty
going to markots, Noar Najpur in Titupulli hills
wo plundored emfmen.  Only o liltlo menoy  was
frund, bul wo gob about toir soory of silver ar d U ree
gty of gold, o was dak when we eommntted thas,
and [ enmotb say whother thewo wore any women in
the puty. Near Doodda uwunothor podestiian party,
or rother two or throo paiioy returmng from the
bazaar, wore beaton and plundoted. There wm Ancho
runnet was slopped.  As ho saad ho was Government
gorvant wo lol him go. Tlo was going {o Tiptty,
Tera was presont and ho had a gun and kodle when
the threo Brahmms wovo hilled nenv Naji Bhagt Pala.
Pera took part in it and strick thom dead. None of
{hose Brahmims vocoenized Pora Naik, 1 wagsiek in
Shicarpur, and in fact had gone away to oma Nailk’s
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tanda 1n Raidrug. 1 do not know 1f my brother Pera
Naik was going to cutcheriy in that dhobics’ dacoity.
It was in Raidiug that I had head that my brother
Lalla and my nephew Beemla had been imprisoned.
When we came to Ulleverth: from Bharamsagar and
before that ITema Naik had come over to us at
Handvadi. We were giving him a share in the spoil
and he took bis share of all the dacoities. When we
were 1n Ulleveithi he had come on two or three
occasions. In such Chor {andas Naiks take two
shares, while the others take only one. They are the
leaders and big men and have to be watchful of both
the good and evil fiom the Sircar people. This is the
recognized usage. All these three Naiks, viz.,, Peru
Naik, Valu Naik and IHema Nak, uscd to iccave
two shares from the very commencoment, Homa
Naik’s people were with us, and il 18 our custom that
this big Naik also should be given his shaie wherever
he might be. Hema Naik reeeived 900 rupees in
connection with the treasury remittance. Ilo gol it
in Surapur. Cheta Somla was in Poma Naik’s house.
He 18 a mnear rclation of Hema Naik, being his
nephew, and after he left Pora Naik, ]10 joined his
own uncle Ilema Naik. Bhoja was with Bhann and
he joined us after a fow or our party had been im-
prisoned in conncchion with the dhobi dacoity near
Shicarpur,”’
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I{ TRAYA HH*"“‘I(HR aCHas— [0KT TalAaN,

Koravanrs W they are called in the southern districts
ot tho presidency, or Korachas (Korehavandlu) or
Frukales (Yorukalavandlu) in tho Telugn dislriets,
are essendi tdly a crimmal 1ace adopting dacolly, high-
way 10bbery, and burgliry as o haeditary profes-
sion ; and i1 may bo safely averrod that in no clasy
15 crimo of this naturo more systomatically enrried

out,
The word “Korava’ 18 dorived from the Tamil

@oth (kumam) meaning palimistiy 01 powers of divin-
ation, [t no tdl ng,  The Telugn word Erukala is
de ived from “Trugu” hav ng an idontical meaning,*

* I orsom 1 ncd 1w toth f Y1k 1y 1y dn gl
tubin, Tub thowe weae oy bocrr o U owithi by rame and Tan e
whi hogom to thvow Fat v lght by ¢ stt . Tho nuy tas tyo
for amTlm o , Ya kb vinli il Ty Bowy ml Cuwyd 1 isto
desy oo Bang,™ ok ow, albz oy elonen o to b 1ot nee
il oy wis mdoore Vaodalvwenlle 41 fisb poboktlye wud 18 v
de Wly wetw e Lok S Yaohn, P bhatn coatred werl  Thas soome ta be
wedpniz 11y Brown vd Wilsor whooon vbne ht ‘Yo ' e upachx
t " oeenowerlow vttt o owmorl o e T el W e be 1 Trw g
re 1l i Wa o glosguy Yorulel v o [y Powml proh Fly b i ga
vul plud lodhuvaully, md th se w {bes oy Iy teare 1 Yorkol-

(]

wiilte, Yok T, Yo kRl c (v s 1+ o)

Twy ac mvd to be ¢l 1 Konshiwulkko YValglvanle Yerukodi ind
Yoaurell , bab to by bnown atweng th me Ivea 18 ¢ Kury ™ Ploy )
ponst] by tho sume who ppou wmong the powbtod slasves i Kurg undea o
nune of Yoriwvanrgo te Enwwgdl (Brolmey, or Yoyuuw m Yerlan
or Youhlen {F3y alse spouflod wang the soiovile vies of Rug  lhe
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This tiibe seems to be allied to the Kykaiees of
the Decean and Cential Provinees, whose habits and

customs ave 1dentreal.t
The followimg are the divisions and sub-divisions
of the Koiavar class

Main Division.

A B O D,

y Uppun Koiravar — 1, Kavelkaia 1, Thubbar Kora |1 Tutchaykoo

2. ) sal Koravan vt seou, bam | theo Koy v 15—

anoum mim, Loo plants LI 0 F 3 & B,

watchmon. ta too
u, Knmuvap Hu Ko 11 Poonayhoo n  Koodaykuth
ravay ags@erl § v bico Ko un: Koiavu
or crepCorn pon LhCovrn B8 At | Ja me wilg,
fapg a loaf fo ki le1s. basket making
fl vour mirics, 1m KXoon 1 Ko-
Bergeria Lonigu 11 a1— o5 Fay
(H@pFo), o fan

Yoeru ke avan thag distiict (N Horo ) s ato fHat they f1ibe name s * Kinn ?
also WIC 107 ndlthinkiherye nhono donldth tthe yor 'o1 yoiu *
i amomo p o x id thot FK0dy W osonad (rlovm Panpresc s thoieal
ntuaof the tnibe Toennee “ yeo o1 yorr waththe I gy ona,’
10d, 8 on il 1 cunngless tm Jhtpethpstocorip red with  Yerviru™
mytacr 1 oy Wilscn orwreh 80 ng moro pla s ble to suppose to he tho
wolll Yo kv *{wlieqr ]l whensnd s one desigintion of the fathe 1n
Tolug 1) co npo mded wath the 13l tnhe name 'K uravindla *oré* Hola-
vinlli? whon necording f1 p common suphonie law in Telugn the two

ks’ woald conlesco ay 1 tho wo d becorie Yorukalay indlu lhese ond
P Y owould eawsily be dirped and the word assume 1t3 common form
fYorukalavinil:? I Tawveb on unallo to find that theto a1e any tiadi.
{ ons among these people asto tie counhy from which they camoe one
of tho n indignantly 1¢pudinted the nofion of a Tam 1 o1igin. ‘The languagoe,
howevoel, and tho f11ho narie ¢ X1 a ' sgem to me unmistakenbly to point
to the 1lonfaty of this t1ibo with tho well hnown Kuravar or Koiavar of
all the Tuanil distirets . . (M Boswell's Manual of the Nellore D strict,)

1 Hee Mu]ux? Gunthorpe 8 Notes on Crimnal Tt bes
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L T ¥ Ifﬂ'l{ vulliiol
on tho she uldms
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Sub-Thpisions.

B3

KILV i 11 "

Mantdufin

Sathap ida

Manab Udy .

—r Ty

v (1 v Kay udi

Mancbhidy ., AMandhddy
Moamtshults .0 Mankoutt.
Sathupdd v»  Sothupdads

Thig classtlioation of the Korava cland wag adopled

by M1 Slovenson, a D) stuel bupe ndendent of Poliee,
who gave miweh sbudy to those people.  Qilshools ol
tho tiibe, ea Iy thomselves na or Thogamalei Kora-
vargsJalhi Pilu Iotaves ad Pde ewrmg Koravars,
are confmod to the moro southern distiiets,  Numbors
of tho Koravar eluss havo bocome eduecaiod and rospeot-
able mombms of society ; they call thomsolves Balijas
or Naidoog and forsako {heir elans,

The Kavidi and Wooyaloo elans do not intermmarry,
nor do the membors of the other four clany, viz.,, Manoe-
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bidy, Manmkutti Sathupddi and Bandy, but they may
marry mio the Kavddi and Woayaloa clans,

They belong to the Satdni or mixed class, and are
sald by Manu to take their origin from a Vaisya and
a Brahmin or Kfshatria woman.

Tho origin of the namcs of the sub divisions 1s
sald to be—

ICavadr  because they carry offerings to Peru.
malswami at Twupati, carried on a pole,
Wooyaloo—because they swing their offerings

before the god Perumal.
Munebddy-—because they are deemed fit per-
sons fo sing before the god.
Manrtkuti-~beeause they offer shoes to Perus
mal (a Hindu custom ).
Sathupddi-—because their chief ceremony is
adorning the gods with jowels, flowers and
vestments
Bandy lecause they assist at car feasts and
drag the cars.

These occupations are, however, purely legendary.

Their Janguage is one peculiar to themsclves, and
seems o be distinctly of a Tamil origin, they ave,
however, conversant with Tamil, Telugu and Canarese,
which is spoken according to the locality they favour.
A peculiarity m their speech is tho manner in which
they clhp thewr words; they have slang expressions
also which are porfectly uninielligible to the unini-
tiated.

The Uppun, Kurruvaipillai, Thubbai, Putehaykoo-
thee and Kbodaykulti Koiavais are the woist classes,
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and are {rue wandenng tribes, mlesting all pairts of
t'10 prosidency.

Their habilations or gudisiys aro of two soris:
when in permanont sot{lements, they have tho low
round huts 100fol with palmyia leeves plated with
nine strands, the outranco being hall closed (wule
plate IT); these me seldom moved and hence the
torm ¢ gomi-permancnt” is applied to them by tho
polico; and when ou tho march they uso small pily
or tenty called “ Bishakelu gudisyy,” (Lrontispiece)
which they movo with then houschold gods on tho
backs of asses,  Their encanpments are mvariably

¥ Phe v mpmtie od Kooy us e d vid da to thico nan Tog,  Ono of
theso 18 Ui ly ng g Tin the far five of st for wh oy thoy gy han I8 o the
consls to procureanl cury 1 to th 1100 1 tointly on the bic o of
ngees whieh thoy huwomg o f dinn s anl wlon thoy hwe dapiscd of
th uwcugoos (h yrdoelthel wisw th hes thof grynim gt uest 1 quost
on thi cv b to whie  hovad anowith 1 loss o lume, "Lhia thi'r who o
hyw e pond au b w il o Lo pl ob all ¢ wnt noany put of the

lar d
Twtivlof wol vt h Tith Koy wswmtiyr i buio of catn

pant’ 18, w(kar Dokt ol ol 1 has b W s o 1w srl o
| TR T R 1 A% gtlw k tTyp ¢ ng uw o ol Tiofvy 1801 o
whol) ey bty 1t} ve abcl e cyme t Al then
hve wady Lbbls tay s crmt 0t 1 fFwosor T con 3 it 1arh o1 N
howl wmibnd wlagil,r wubhtl y pu,mu wifomrtddully ,
and st o th neely g ficrathe wael q

L ooso vag b onds noy v thi e ol s yr vy th ng for £ibwo wants, but
fponlove yday ol 1y ety vy o8y anestwery, Thoy must, thactore
vo m g vows proly  wnd waaen thon wor o fa la than Lhey havo no
1osot el L ondoypping Lo

Fho thad a eo s of Koy v ad v gonorally Imown und 1 1ho nimo «f
HRal v hintin”? o1 1obbern anid ndeol {he ¢ wlo ennpos)y 1his o wfo nto
genctully thacves 1 tapas Iy pret sson o @ ngtl of bndth The dig-
tinctim of oxpy woeus 1t 1 (] ng b krgs Lo thg bube, 1o individunds of
whioh 6 5 fislg havrglem b ncd to anwvery fiom th ir nihincy . They
g10 instiuddod 1rmy oty 1 D wdng vl the only ut Loy comnumcnie to
thorr (hubion s th b «f alv dng dioatly  endoss wo oseopt thul of bon g
prodaud withasymd o m [ with p determave b vesclalien to ndmo ovary
gort of tortute 1ndhor thun to confuisy tho 10bbones which 10 lud to thei

i i, e
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on the outsknts of villages, dry rocky uplands being
usually selected ; women and cluldren aie always to
be seen with the gangs,

The Salt and Kurrovaipillar Koravars were,
before the days of the railway, the salt merchants of
Southern India, but undoubtedly went in largely for
serious depredations, and weire the terror of the vil-
lagers. This trade has, of necessity, suffered as the
network of raillways has spread over the country,
but among some of the gangs their ancient calling is
still adhered to, and salt is brought from the coast
factorles to inland villages and exchanged for grain,
which 15 conveyed to the coast and sold,

Fu fiom being ashamod of theiwr infamous profession, they openly glory
in it and when they have nothing to feax, thay pulhely boast, witi tha
gmentost complacency, of the doxteions 1obbe s they have committed a
varous tines dunng then carger Seme whoe have boon caught and
woundcd 1 the act, o1 hive had thou ncse and ens 0r peahips thon hand,
cut off for thoe offence, oxhilné their loss with ostentation uas & mulk of thew
intiopidity and these are tho moen who sie genorally chosen to be tha chiofs
of tho caste.

It 18 commonly in the dord of the might thit thoy commit thehr dep -
dations Thon thay enter the villages silently leaving sentinels 1t the
avenues, while othois seek out the houses that may be attacked with the
least dange: fof dotection and o mako good thor entiy and pillage them
Thig they effect without attempling to foice open thoe door, which would
be a noisy opmation, but by gwetly entting thiongh the mud wall with a
gharp wstiument so as to make an opening suflicently largoeto pass thiough.
Theo Kalla«Benfin are go oxport in then apecies of robbory that 1n less than
half an how thoy will earry off a 1ich liding of plunde:r wilhont bmng heard
01 suspected tall dyy-hight discluses the villuny

"The Muhammadan princes have nlway s mn thetr soivice a groal number
of Kalla-Banta 1, whom they employ in then callng  which s that of plun
doring foi then masters’ profit  The last Mussplmin pimee who 1mgnad
i Mysore hud a regular battalion of fhem on service in time of wa1, not
for the puipose of fightmg m the fleld, but to prowl and infesi the cnemy a
camp b mght atealing away tho horses and other necessalies of the officers,
spiking the cannon and acting as spies  They were 1ewarded i proportt n
to the dextority thoy displayed in those achievements and in timo of peaco
they wore despaiched inio the various statos of neighbowing prineces to 1ob
for tho benefit Of their mastars, bosides dischaa ging then o1dmnry duty of
spros (Abbé Dubms’ Feople of Indie, pages 236, 237)
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[ ch gwmg or {uude hag a headman ;v Nk, who
14 golected by lot; ho w held mogroat respeet, und
tho men will do maeh o save Tim, going to the
ongth evon of corless iy to o cimne that o may
bo guilty of. Ty word is law, aad his authonty
absoluto,  Should the Naik {all Ul erimo will not be
comnufted for a season: an acting Naik, ono who by
reasont of his darvmg and skill, 3¢ selected, and hoe pots
@ headman’s share ; tho vel lo der, howoever, though
{aking no part mn their advenluros, goty hig [l sharo
of ypoil.  Bhorld a Nak bo uniorbunale and got im-
prisoned, o smarh man iy chosen to ach Uil the old
leador 1otiing {o his dovoted followers,  On {he death
ol o loador the most oxpart of tho gang 14 appointod
to the vaouncy It s tho duty of tho Naik to uso
overy oendeavour 1o obirin tho 1elease of one of Ins
gang 11 the event of any ol them gotling info trouble,
and contribubiony are demwmdod Liom cach momber
of the gang, Koiwvms gonoally, whon going to
commit o ducor y, indul e in o goad deal of pro
purations,  Thoy mool at n nim {roo whoro u symhol
dedieated to “ Porvmul ™ 1s orectod, and offar up
to it gold ooy obltuinod alor o sones of sucecossful
oxpoditions, It 1 important to note that Koravarg
ulﬂ"-.ly-*: convel! thou af | ol “nlu poy (mignﬂ. Gulriu L
hbetwny of toddy and arrack are then indulged in
and ococowmuts brokon at tho ghrine of “ Forumal ”?
and  the omens are considered ; the Naik  deordes
whethor thoy aro favourable or not. Thoy ascribo
groat importanco to these signs, a few stancos may
be grven —-




EFORAVARS. 53

(1) If a lizard chirvps in front of them, on the
right side, or above them, 1t is lucky; if on other
sides, it is unlueky.

(2) If, when starting, one of their number
sneczes once, it 18 unlucky ; if oftener, lucky,

(3) If, also, at the time of starting, they see
a snake, 1t is lucky; but if it goes into a hole, 1t 18
unlucky. A dead snake 18 considered a most unpro-
pitious sign.

If all goes well, and * Perumalswami” assures
them they will meet with sucecess, they start and
make forced marches, going considerable distances,
somotimes as much as 80 miles in a night, They
arm themselves with stout bamboos, slings, billhooks,
spears aniel npﬂnqinnﬂﬂy old maty g1ns

Highway dacoilty on parties returning from
woekly markets is o very favourite mode of crime;
ono of tho gang goes to the cart-siand disguised as
a Palli, a rospeclable ryol, and ascertains who are
journoying and what there is to be plundered. Ile
travels with the carts to the place where his com-
rades have mel, gives the sign hefore agreed on,
and the attack is made: the ¢ Palli” who 18 usually
ihe Naik of the gang or a smart observant man, makes
himself scarce to throw off suspicion. Foexce is
usod. should the shghiest i1csistance be offered, and
not unfrequently the violence is such as to end
in mwder. In toichlight dacoities the violence is
always very great ; watchmen ave attacked and Ialled,
and women tiealed in a most ruthless manner: m
such cases the gang is wsually from 20 to 50 men,
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add o local jowdler o1 peeulant Komali is the
ortigmator of the vewbwe. Women frequently give
tho voquived info metion; under the pretxt of welling
their “kuwniuvupillv?? Jeaves and othor commoditios
or tolling [ortunes, they collect the desued mforma-
twon 1w then wu rdvningy and iupu b the knowledgo
thus obtained to tho moen: the attack will probably
Lo postponed tll the gang has moved muny mles
fiom the village, and commitled only when ther
prescnee in the villnge v forgotien,

Kotavars aro infinmadely aequiainted with the loeal
limits ol police slationy and jurisdiclion of dishicly;
oncamping on ihe borders ol one distiiel they go
long distanoes into the adjonng d'strict and recrogs
{ho bordor 1o their encan pment witl great wapidaty.
In this maner thoy we frequently ablo to provo
ahbys, and loo T head nen of villwes whero goni-
pornvment Kormwvan Lrngs Bwe setfloed are very prone
fo assist them with thou testimony o support the
alibi,

Their aliases aro numorous; they givo onoe to {ho
police, one fo the commitling magistrato and anothoey
to tho Begsions Judge, It is quite inpossiblo lo
trace thom by {heir namos, and, oxcopt by identifia
cation it 19 difficult fo prove previouy convicl ons
against them. Tho connoctionslip o1 aelationsing
botween Woavar gangs 19 tomarkable ; nouly all tho
noloious oriminal gangs of Koravars thyughout tho
districts of Nouth and Soullt Areol, Cuddipah, Salom
and Nellore have boon shown by means of the g wmg
rogistors to be in some dogree relatod, and it isa
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remaikable and intoresting fact that membeis of these
gangs have a common rondezvous, and perodically
meet. The reason given by them for these wander-
ings is that they go for the puipose of collecting
“rurravaipillai ? leaves; this, however, can only be
an ostensible 1eason for the profits to be dernived from
the sale of this commodity are so small that they
could not possibly subsist upon this alone. These
meetings then can only be ascribed as a means of
oblaining and imparting infoimation to each other,
and 1 this manner a gystem of free masonry 1s kopt
up. It is also a noteworthy fael that members of
different clans or gotrams, who 1n other matters have
nothing in common with each other, unite 1n the com-
mission of crime, and by the fime the ollence is repor-
ted to the nenrost police stalion, the parlies conceined
have separatod and the properly disposed of at one
ol tha large conires.

As houscbreakers Koravars are especially expert,
and burglary 18 usually committed m tho following
monner * the old men of the gang and the women
are lold off by the Naik to colleel information in
outlying villages ; they take their commodities, wlich
I will detail later, and after several days’ wanderngs
roturn 1o the tanda, having collected sufficicht n
formation to keep the gang employed. This is then
communicated to the Naik, who invokes ¢ Perumal”’
to know if all 1s woll, and then moen arve detarled off
in parfies of from 3 fo 6. BSome aie usually left o
the camp, Armed with sticks (bamboos), and should
the distance be great taking a store of cooked food

»
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with them, thoy start on their various enterpiiscs,
timing their arnival at therr destinations between 10
pan o and midoight,  The inshiument uscd is called
the “sldloo Folit? ov * gdde Fold”’] 2 i an 1ron im-
ploment steel tipped and pointed at Loth ends, ono
end fitting mto a hundle; 16 varies mn length, averagingy
aboul n fool loug. This instrument 14 always offered
by the Naik to ¢ Porumal” belore the party scts
oul, and his aid is mvoked for {tho success ol the
undotaking, ‘I'he breach in the wall 18 ugnally mado
on a lovol with the lateh or bolt of thoe door, and, like
tho Gudu Dasart Alagities, they are always earoful to
leave u freo oxit from tho house, burnt matches are
also frequonlly found both inside and outdside of tho
house, Prepmalions ame made for defewco in tha
ovent of an attack, and if they are surpiised or their
rotreut 19 oul off, they always show fight 5 thuy thoso
gang burglaies frequontly dovolve thomsclvos into
houso daco ties. A heap ol stonos collected usnally
in the buckyards invarubly points to Koravars, Grain,
brass vessels and jowels aro earied away, Lutb sloopimg
inm tes of the houses 1hey novoer touch.

Their code of rules for division ol s{olen pro-
porly may Do considered just. The headman of tho
gmg pols two shavey, cach of tho othors partaking in
the veuturoe getiing one share; the wives of comados
in juil got ) n share; tho old men and those who
roman beliud to look altor the huls and porsonato
thoso who have gone oul fo commit erime gel }
share each, and } of {he whole lot is sot aside for a

-

gonoral drink and jubilation, when * Perumal ” is
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again worshipped. Except in caste disputes and the
like Koravars seldom implicate another; but should
such be the case, or one member of the clan be
convicted upon false informalion given by another,
the informer, or if he be dead, his children and
grundchildren bhave to give up all 1n their posses-
sion fo the unfortunate one on his retiin from jail,

Confessiony by Koravars are very rare, and if
macde are invariably retvacted before the court or the
magistrate trying the case. They appear to he well
acquainted with the requirements of the law relating
to confessions.

The old men and women of the Uppn, Kwmiruvai-
pillai, Kavalkara and Thubbai Koravars especially
employ their time in making the following articles :

(1) Date mats.

(2) Twine and rope from various jungle fibres,

(3) Rope nets, called uri (2-49) used by natives
to keep pots containing ghee, milk, oil and the like;
they arc usually suspended Erom the roof.

(4) Bamboo rattles.

(6) Ropes used by mnatives to hang cloths
called @aryg.dsear (kodikairu).

(6) Ropes for drawing water or tethering
cattle called sruoysswar (tambukanu),

(7) Cradle ropes called w.@aer (unai),

(8) Wisps of straw to be put under pots
called yflwdesr (purimanal),

(9) Pads for the head to earry weights or pots
of water cilled #uior® (summadu).

(10) Plates made of cownries.
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(1L) Ldiblo roots ealled s pasra (karakai),viz,,
(1) Flacouriue seprariu,
(1) Curissa carandus,
(i11) Cwresse diffusa;
also waarerards (suklaukai) a species of Boyonia,
which are usoful in cases of [over,

Thego commodities they hawk about from village
to village and so pick up the mformation, which is
turned accouni by the able bodied men of the gang ;
tho profits to ho dorived from tho sule of these eom-
moditios are so small that they could uol subsisi on
thom, and as fow of the nomad I oravars have any
other ostensible means of livehhood, aumoe alone can
be considerod to be their real occupation, and oxe
perienee shows that thoy aro worthy of taking a vory
prominent position among tho criminals of Southern
India.

Many of the Kavalkara class me omployed as
watchors of topes, and a fow may be lound m tho ranks
of tho Polico and Sult Dopartmonts; bul {they raroly
{mn out woell.  These cmployed as topo walchors are
fiequenily a uselul sowee of informalion to their
kinsmen, and in many places the pornicious systom
of ‘“ Kudi Kaval” or in othor words “black mail?
provails, Those who employ tho ‘¢ Kavalkain Kora-
van” enjoy a8 sonse of socurity fiom having their
proporty stolon; butl happily this system wnong Koru-
varg is not practised 1o the extont to which it obiains
among tho Kallars and Maravars of the more southorn
distriots.

Should & Koravar suspect another of having com-
mitled o crime, and he dony 1it, soveral persons take
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new pots, putl rice and water in them and place them
on the fire ; whosoever’s rice boils first has not com-
mitted the offence, but the owner of the second pot
which boils is deemed the guilty one and he has to pay
all the expenses. If two pots boll at the same time,
they resort to trial by oxdeal ; a new pot 18 filled with
boiling ghee with a four-anna piece In 1t and the
suspected person 18 1old to fake it out: if he 18 in-
nocent he will at once offer to do =o; but if guilty
go great 1§ their superstition, he will at once confess.
These trials are frequontly resorted to by the Koravars,
and it 18 surprising how skilfully, by these tests, a
Ioravar will find out who is gulty.

The canges of then quarrels are an important gmde
in the investigation of crime :-—

When a marriage is agreed upon the parents
of tho bridegroom elcet promise to pay the bride’s
poople 20 pagodas; but this is seldom carried out :
and 1f, without the authority of the Naik, the bride-
groom or his people suieced in any onterprise, the
payment iz demanded, this is invaiiably refused and
quariol arises.

Division of propeity frequently causes heartburn-
ings.

Asg before stated, ncarly all the gangs aie re-
lated in some degree or anothor, and they frequently
change from gang to gang, talking fresh afiases. The
causes of those changes are quarrels about women ox
dissatisfaction with the Naik; and, as the rostriction
rogmding implicating a fellow Koravar is confined
to tho tanea or gang to which the men belong, they
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have no hesitation in betiaying a member of anothor
tanda with which they may have belonged and left
on account of disputes.

In this way, with carcful questioning, much uso-
ful information may be obtained,

Stolen moperty 19 disposed of as soon as they can
got & suitable remuneration. The general bargain is
one rupee for a rupec’s weight of gold. They do not,
however, as & rule, lose muich over their transactions,
and invatiably convert their surplus inte sovereigns.
In secarching a Koravar oncampment on one occasion
the writer had the good fortune to discover a numbor
of sovereigns which, for safe koeping, wore stilehed in
the folds of their pack saddles  Undisposed of pro-
perty, which has been buried, is brought to the on-
campment at nightfall and taken back and reburied
before dawn, The ground round the pegs to which
thoir asses arc tethered, n heaps of ashos or filth aro
favcunte places for burying plunder. Womon are
adepts in gecreting jowels aboul thoir person, a1 d, on
the advent of tho polico oflicor at the camp, they hurry
off on the protence of fetching wator and cary the
stolen property in their water pols and bmy it, They
are also very quick in burying property under the spot
they neay be squatting.  But thoy have many means
for disposing of property, and it is quite the oxception
{o find spoil in their encampments; their inforcommu-
nication with othor gangs is too systematie, and tho
network of railways thronghout the country affords
them ample opporiunities of disposing of proporty
even before a crime 13 reported. .



F OL LY RS }

As aoclasy thoy ave cusily et tifiod. The wonen
woear nocldacos of sholls and cowrlos wmderspersed with
beads of all colomy in sevoral rows hangmg low down
on the bosom ; brass bangles of various shapos from
the wrist to tho elbow ; brasy, lead and silver rings,
vory roughly made, on all thar fingers oxcept tho
maddie ones

Tho cloth pecubar to Koravar women is a coatse
black one; bnt they ave as a rule nob particulu as to
this, and woear stolen cloths after removing the bordars
and all marks of idontification, 'They also wear tho
“oliota,” which is fastened across the bosom, and not
like the Lumbddics at the bhaek.

The mon are dirly, unkompt looking objects, wear
thieir hair long wmd nsually tiod 1 a knot on the top of
the hewds, and indulgo m Little finory., A ¢ jooeh1 ™
or cloth round the loms and a baz called the * vadi
ganchi?” madoe of striped cloth completey their toilet.

They aro an unoivilized clagy with stiango cusioms
rogarding tho soxes, solhng or pledging thow wivos
and unmartiod daughios, {nlking them back upon ro-
demption of the plodge with any chuldren boin in the
intorval and treating them as though nothing peous
liar had happencd, When any male is sentoncod to
imprisonment, the wilo scleets anothar parbirr for
tho period ot hor husband’s absonce, gomg back to
him on hig reloase with all her elnldion,

Polygamy is praclised among them and the num-
bor of wives 13 ouly lunited by thoe means of tho
husband,  Females are marriod on reaching matwity,
The mmauriage ceremony usually boging on a Sunday.
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When one of the slass washes to got maried, he goos {o
the hut of the woman he wishes to marry, ascomp tied
by his friends, taking ono or two two-unne picces and
gomo hetel. The Naik is then consulted, and i he
favour the mateh, they porform sacmfices to Permumal
or Venkalésvara (to whom Thupeli temple is sacred),
This is usually on & Saturday, and the bridogroom’s
party promises to pay 20 pagodas for tho girl. (This
promide, as before stated, is soldom fulfilled and is a
frequent cause of quarrels among them.) Two pols are
than placed before the huts of the bride and bridegroom
and gome 10w rice is pub 1n a bell-meial bowl 5 on this
bowl they place a brass pol and then a ocozoanut:
camphor or inecense is then bwmt, The women in
atlendance sing a monotonous chant whide the
inconse is burning, and the bridegroom ties tho {ali
made of black beads and the ccremony is ecmplote.
I, usually lasts one day, but if there bo funds availuble,
the gang give thomsolves up lo feasting and maoiry-
making {or threo days or longer.

Widow re-marriago is freely allowod., Marriage of
rclations within the dogree of first cousing is agninst
their rules, but an exception is made in the case of o
man marrying the daughter of his father’s sisier; not
only s thig allowed, but a custom provails that tho
firat two daughters of a family may bo claimed by tho
matornal uncle as wives for his gons. I have snid that
tho prico of a wife 18 20 pagodas: tho maternal unclo’s
right to the two first daughters is valued at 8 pago-
das, and i8 enforoed in this way: if ho urgos his pro-
ferential claim and mariies his own sons t6 his niccos,
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he pays tor cach only 12 pagodas; and simlarly if
hie, not having sons or fhiom other causo, forege his
claim, ho receives 8 of the 20 pagodas paid to the
gil’s pareuts by any one clse whom she may marry.

Tho first wile only, however, costs 20 pagoedas:
tho price of subsequont ones being 2, and some-
times less. Tho monoy 18 not paid In eash, nor, as
beforo stated, at the time of marriage. Agreements
aro mado and asses are the consideration which usually
passes. No documents aio cxchanged, and the con.
tracts arve seldom cariied o it,

In onch of the gangs thore are usually many dis-
tinet families or golrums. Kach has its family name,
such ag Bandi, Kavadi, &e The system of undivided
families prevails, butl the tic 19 very loose: any moem-
bor of an undivided family of brothcis may claim
paitition of aull tho proparty ob any time and may
sepatate himself from the othors.  If a son wishes 1o
lonvo his father’s tamily he may do so, and the father
may or may not give him a share of the properly
a8 ho chooses, If ho rofuse, the son has no remedy
dnring his father's Iifetime bul aftor his death he may
claim a share. Ile doos this by assombling & numbor
of the patmarchs of the ti1itbo and stating his caso
boforo thon; thoy may wdjudgo hus shuie to hun and
onforeo thiolr docree by declaving the dofendant an
outeasl, that is to say, by making him keep a distanco
from the tuibo, rofusing him fire and water, and dony-
ing him tho right of maniage among the iribe. If
he afterwardy submit, ho is admitted as o friend and
a brother. A man supports all his childien by all his
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wives, if he has a great number, hig brctaers will
assist m bringing them up, but when they aro grown
up they veturn to their father’s family, Sons so
reared will, by reason of gratitude o1 sooial custom,
suppoif their uneles 1 {thenr old age.

On a man’s death s properly passos to 119 sons ;
if he has no sons or wife, the brothers mhenmt; U
his sons be minors, the wife and brothers enjoy the
property and support the children. Should the
brothers refuse to do so, the sons shift for thems-
selves and claim tho property bofore tho ¢ eldors”
of the community when they have grown up.

In colleeting those punchayots of “ oldcrs,” tho
plaintiff must give each of tliom a food of rice.

A peculiarity m Korvavar funcral coremonios is
the significance given to the feeding of crows : this
13 done on the filth or last day of the coremony,
and is acconntled for by tho prominont part the erow
takes in their omens for weal or woo. They bury
their dead, and cremadlion 18 not practised.

Kavilgar (or Kavalkara) Koravars,

Kavilgar (or Kavalkara) Koravars ave of {our
classes (vide table). The first (Kavadi) ars looked
upon as uncles Lo the other three. Some talk Tamil
and others a dialect of Telugu called * Morasa?”
from “Marasy,”’ a drum. The latter do not intor-
marry, They do not as a rule wandor, but sottle in
the outskirts of villages in four or five familics ; thoy
guard (or are said to guard) two or throe villagos and
the headmen of the settloments levy ‘taxes on tho
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villager s, called mdrar (@menn ). Those {nxes consisl
of a small portion of g n, a sheep overy your hiom
onch flock, and at marrges and fogtivo oconsions a
cloth.  Should o villager reluse to givo them bthose
tuxes, or tathor black mal, ho 18 sure to sulfor: Ins
properly ig stolen by a 1eighbouting Kavilgar
Koravar. Villagers encourago theso people to sottle
among them ; but this systo s dymg oub, agat 18
strenuously opposed by distrmel oilicers.

Dacoily is commutiod by this class of Koravary
occasionally ; but in such cases thoy ave usnally
employed by an onomy ol the vietun, or a peenlant
goldsmith, Burglary and sheop tholls are thew
favourite orimes, and if 15 d {icult 6o iing o case
hiome 10 thom, for Hl{‘y enn noarly always P ave an
alibi by means of the mlnbitants of {10 villago to
which 1hey bolong.

Iy commiiting burglacy they use an implemont
sim lar {o that used by the other Korava colassos,
and thoe broanch m the wal 1w use 1 ly noear the loun-
dation. Tiles or thater 19 of on romoved ] one
trance thus afforded,  Freo ot 19 191 1 do w
sand 18 throw oward ty wscortain 1 the 1 mtes
are asleep  Only one man ent v the houso: I s
Con teres are oubsic'e to reecive (o plundgr: all
uscless proporty 19 digearded @ tlo eash 18 at onco
divided, but tho jowels o dHther valuables uriod or
dusposod o to speeulitivo v Illago headmon  Pro-
poerty of an dontifieblo nature 15 uwever kopt n

thon huis,

As a olass, the Kavidgn Kooy s not as hudy
A
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a criminal as lus atinerant kinsfollk but far moro
civilized,

Eudeavours hiave beon made to mdueo the nomad
Koravars o settle and engage 1 honoest putguits;
but as yet the experiments fiied af Godiyatam and
Twutan: of tho North Arcot district have not mot
with success. They profer their wandoring lito 1o
any advantages they may dorive as rospectable
citizens, and as fow are even in the smallest degreo
educated, 1t will be a very long tiume before they
can be pursuaded to give up thewr criminal habifs
whizh aro ingrained in thom from carly youth.
Eiducation may produce tho desned effeet, but pe
contra may convert the Kovava of to-day mlo a more

enligtoned rogue.
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Koravars—{ro0t.).

I'ne Lng or Thogamalar Koravars, also called Soha
Pallans, belong to the Putchaykootlhice or taltoomg
clasy of Koravars (vide table), but have soparated
from the main division, and allioad thomselves with
tho Capemari Alagirics, adopling many of their
manners and customs and assuming similar disguises.

The original head-quariors of {lig class was
Ediapatti near Thogamalal in the Kulitalai taluk of
the Trichinopoly district, but they have now sottled
in small gangs in varions placos, viz., Sallunada
and Molakultinmpankam of Palghal taluk 1 the
Malabar district, Ponjipmiam and Rasakudi near
Kariknl, Otiicancholai near Poudichermy, and also
with the gangs of Capomaries of Thvollore and
Mdlur,

Tako the Capemari Alaginics, the Thogamala
Koravars are esgentially pickpockels and thievos,
wandermg over the couniry; they altend all tho
fairs and festivalg at which thoy roap a rich havvesi,
aad especially use tho1ailway as a moans of locomo
tion. "They are algo accomplished houso-breakors,
and, as a rule, obtain thoir information from thoeir
women who go about tattoomg females. The breach
is mvariably nnder tho door frame, and jowols are
taken {rom sleoping women and children  They
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call thomsolves ¢ Sorvaigavang” and *° Poliagatons ”?
in the Tanjore and Trichinopely distiiets, and many
of tho class have settlod, posscss honses and lands,
and pass themselves offl as ominently respoctablo
ryots . this 18, howevor, ouly a blind, as in tho caso
of the Capermari Alagirics.

Thear language is a corrupt Tamil, bul Tolugu,
Canarese, and Malayalam is also spoken with a
peouliar trmbal accent. Like other eriminal clagses,
they have their own slang, for instance

“Thapigadu  a receiver.
Gotiem or vacapadi — a housobrecaking
mmplement.
Donku - a hols.
Kapan  a constable,”

Stolen proporty quickly changos hands; they
havo their receivers all over the country, bul put
most trust in the Natookottar Chettics, who roap 1ich
harvests from their dealings with these people.

The women work mdopendently of the men and
are wlopts in the art of concoaling proporty on their
POr8ons.

Then marmage and other customs are hike thoso
of the other Koravar classes. The headmen or
“* Natamkar” of each gang exercisos abgolute juris-
diction in caste disputes, divorcos and the hko,
Their hongehold goddess 18 “ Anjelammal,” end a
temple dedicated to this goddess at Sholavandin n
the Madura district i held in great rovoreonce by
them. Pilgrimages to the templo dedicatod to
Palamandavan or the Palni Hills a10 also mado.
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Domon worshnp i3 also obsorved.  Kanjathadi
Karnpu” is thow chiol domon god.

Another elass known as the Pile-ciuing Koravars
14 Lo bo found 1n the southern districts.

Pile~curing Koravais are an olfgshool of the
“ Kuadaykuttr” or basket-making Koravars, bul
havo now formed themselves mto a sepaiato class:
thewr head-quartors is the Tatukotar taluk of the
Tanjore digtrict; thoy wander over the country,
taking the casto appellations of Moodelly, Pillai,
Pusari, &e., in tho prosccution ol their profession,
and have quibe forsaken their elan. Thoy are, as
a rule, respoctably drossed and nob uanfrequontly
etlteated = a  fow ara conversant with  Knghsh

They are, ag a class, not addicted Lo (rime,
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Domara (Dousarr—Don i ).

Tun Domara tribe 18 varwously designated as
Dombari and Domber, which words aro doubtloss
forms of “Dom,” the torm by which tho very
numerous outcast races of Northern India are
known. They scem 1o bo allied to the Kolatics
and tho Bereahs of Central India and ihe Domras
of Bengal. They are a tribe of jugglers and
athleies, ropedancors, &e., and are scattorod more
or less over Southern India.

They are divided into two classes, viz, tho
Rodd) Domaras and the Aray Domaras.

The Aray Domara class 18 also known as the
Mahratta Domara {rom the faet of thewr language .
bomg a form of Mahratt:, and though they aro
to be found in small gangs in the more southorn
districts of the promidency, thoy chiefly cor fine
themsolves to wanderings in tho Coded Districts,
the Nwzam’s Domimions and the Mysore Provimce.
There 18, however, little distiuction between iho
two classes, and their caste customs appoar iden-
tical. ~ They are said to be allied to the Lumbddies,
a statement which porbhaps is supported by tho
legend wlich tells of Méla, the ancestor of the
Lumbddics, as oxhibiting his gymnastic {oats before
the kungs; tho view 1s furiher corroborated by the
fact that Lumbddios and Domaras mix frecly to
this day,
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As gymnasts the Domaras are oxtromely pood,
both mon and wowmen bemng oxpoirts in all manners
ol foats. "The women are proficient In making
combg of horn and wood, and also implemonts used
by woavers; theso thoy hawk about from place to
place to supplement the profils they dorive from
their exhibitions of gymnastic feats.

They are, as a class, tall and well made, with
a comploxion varying from different shades of cop-
per colour to very dark. Dr. Shortt considers that
the predominant type of countenance which they
exhilnt is Mougolinn; ho spoaks of the
somewhat pointed chin and absence of whiskeis,
large oye and prominent choek bones.” In addition
to thewr conjuring tricks, rope dancing and the like,
they hunt, fish, make mats and rear doukoys and
PIZs.

The head of tho iribe is ealled tho * Muili
Gard.” Ilo is thowr high priest and exoreigos
supremo jurigdiction ovor them both 1n spivbual and
tomporal mattors., s hoad-quartors s Chitvél,
Pullampett taluk of the Cuddapah distiiet. Tho
logond regarding tho office of the Mutli Gurtt is ag
follows :—

At Chitvél, or as 1t was then Lknown DBRluth,
thore once lived a king, who callod logother a
gathoring of all tho gymnasts among his sub.
jecls : sovoral classes woro represonted. ¢ Tolon-
gadi,” a Boddi Domata, so pleased tho kg that
ho was prosentod with a rng, and a royal odict
wag passod that the wearor of the 1ing and li

™
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deseo vdonts shonld Do the hea T of Jhe Doy v clasg,
"I o ring then givon 18 sud o bo the gvne Hhat gy
now warn By the head of the twibe at Clntyél,
which boars an inscription in T'elen deel 1ing that
tho woavet is tlhio lugh gd G o priest o wll b o
Domaras within tho four seas. The ollice 19 hore-
ditary, and all elassos and conditions of Domnrag
attach great importance to their recoguized haad
and pay tribule to lnm,

The language of the Reddi Dommag 18 primo-
pally Telrzq, that of the Avay Dimnwas be g a
form of Mahratta, and, hke all cniminal classos,
thay have a slang of their own,

Their dwollings are somewhat similar to those of
tho Koravars and Joghies, mado of palmyra lIeaves
platbed 1nbo mals with goven straudg (wmde plato
ITL). The hot may be described thus: two largo
segments of cireles bisecting each othor, forming
lour openings, throo of these are closod, whilo the
fourth 13 2 smdl low entraxeo wiv el has to be eropt
into,  Uiese huts or gudisiys o loedod on (o
o tskivls of willages and ¢wrried 21 tho bieky of
donkeys when on tho maweh,  Tho Avay or Mah-
rabta Domaras accasionally budd tor thomsolves per-
mandnt dwellings and sottle dow 1, bub seldom Lo
honost vocationg, In the social senle thoy are con-
sidoved to bo of a low casto vancing noxt above
Malas (Parahs) and Madigas (Chucklms). they aro
allowod mto Luumbddt (Sugalt), Wudder (Oddory },
and Brukala (Koravar) communtlies,

Tho women of tho tuibce are, as a 1ule, good

=y
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looking, and are casily identificd by theit gay cloths
and profusion of brass banglos and nocklots of
COW1108,

Tho men usually wear short hip trowsers made
of a coarse white cloth, and somefimes, after a
gerles ol successtul forays or at togtivals when they
give thewr performances as gymnasts, gandy shawls,
jackets and lace turbang: these are somefimes
given to them as prosonls, bubt nob unfrequently
are obtained by less legitimate moans, The women
are, as o class, notoriously ol loose character, and
wore in former timog exclusively the concubines
ot the poligars: thoy have, howover, of late yearss
beon supplanted and praclise thew blandishments
on tho goneral public chiefly when visiting {airs and
fostivals. The Domaras are addicted to dacoity,
robbory, buigluy and thefts of soits: they ae
darmg and look upon burglary rather ag a natural
excilomont, Infoimation iy ¢blawned by the women
when going round villagey solling thowr combs and
brooms (used by woavers). Whon all is settled, and
tho intormation ig considered by the local Mutli puira
or headman to bo suisfaclory, © Polariammal ™ 18
imnvoked and her aid solicited om ihie undertakmg.
On tho night agieed apon the gang assemblps and
tho pavty 1s told off ; two or three smart mon are
chosen, accompanied by a yonbthiul aspirant who
18 being mitiated. The mstrument used by them
is unbke thoso used by other ceriminal olagsog: 1t
i3 of iron aboul a foot long and with a chisol-
shuped powt. The marks of tlus instrument are
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very distinet, and if tho breach m the wall 1y
carefully oxammod, 1t ¢ bo ascerlamoed whothor
or not Domaras a1 {ho oporators. The howh 1
seldorn, ag in tho caso of I orwvars (hiv ke as) wd
others, maco near tho boli of the dom, btt, .« g
rule, undor the caves callod Vavll (o), Jowels
worn by sleopers aro nover touched, bul all olse 13
fish for their not, cloths boing preat abiractions.
As cattle and sheep litters thoy are oxport, and hivo
their regular recaivers at most ol the eattlo fuirs
throughout the prosidoncy.

They aro very vindietive ; and should thoy con-
sider themselves ill-iroated or shghied ot any villago
they may have wisited, or not sufliciontly romuno-
rated for thoir gymnastic foats, thoy tako steps lo
remunerate thomsolves at tho oxpensoe of those who
have slightod thom. BSiolen property 1 concoiled
for a time, usually buiod at tho spol at wihich thow
donkoys are totherod: aftor tho huo-and-cry 14 ovor,
it 18 digposed of ab trading cont s to Komaties,
goldsmiths o1 oill-mongors: no md vidual clags ¢wn
be fixcd on as Lhow recoivers.  Clothy, unless of
value, are not, as a rule, sold, bub concoalod in tho
packs of thar donkoys, and altor & tiine worn; ag
they are given cloths as presonts on occasions when
thoy exInbit thewr prolossional porformancos, thay
aro froquontly ablo to prove bond flde possossion.

Botrothal and marmagoe coromonies are niost
primitive, Omno of the gung for tho nonce i ap-
pomntod the “ Mutli giard:” he observes the omens ;
if they are favourable, the bindegroom oloct, ac-
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companiod by some trnsted friends of lus tanda
or gang, goes to the bnde’s house: 1t is necessary
that the contracting partios be of difforent gotrams.
Tho bridegroom then mukes hig proposal, and if
consent, 1s given, providis ample libations of toddy.
Four annas worth of betel leaves and nul 1s then
provided by hum. Of thig, should the priest or hig
agont be absent, two shires are laid asido for him,
while onc share is allotted for Polariammal, the
goiddess of the tribe, the romamder ov fourth sharo
boing for the delectation of tho assembled company.
No oath or declaration is made. The giving and
recoiving of betel is tho ralification of the contract.
The ¢ voh® or purchage money, averaging the sum
of Rs. 52, is thon agreed upon. The marmago
takes placo at the bridegroom’s houso usually the
day after the boliothal, but sometimos sovoral
months olapse bofore the knot i3 tied. On the
evemng of the day fixed {or tho marriago ceromony
to begin, tho bride and bridegroom are made to
undorgo the oiling coromony ; they are thon hathed
and food 18 provided; noxt mormng a carpeb 13
sproad, on which two planks aro lud, one on the
east side and tho othor on the west: tho bride sits
on tho former and tho bridegioom on the latter:
betweon them 1g placed a plate containing 1ico
called ¢ Tola Bottu” and five toe rings, The
bridegroom ihen proceods to tio the tali: the
brde then puts oue of the {oe rings on her hus-
band’s second toe on tho right foot, and a marriod
woman of tho tribe pute the remainmg four mngs
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on the brido’s toos. A tabgman composod ol woo «
len and cotbon thread interwoven, to which s
attachod & pieco of sallioun and u bolel len 1olded
eight tunes, i8 thon tied by the Dbridegroom {o
hug bride’s right wiist, and also by the bido to hor
husband’s wrist: bheso are romovod the thud dyy,
and, on the ovening of that day, tho “Nagou”
ceremony is porformed, i.c., the biido and brde-
groom go to an ant-lnll which 13 supposed {o bo
the abode of & cobra and gprinkle tho ant-hill wilh
pounded rico. Tho coromomeos which wo numorons
usually take five days to comploto.

Infant marriage 18 not practised ; widow re-
marrago 18 [reoly allowod, and polygwmy 1s common,
Lut the relation belwcen the nuavs 18 vory b x.

Womeon of othor classes are admittod to tho tribo,
and tho offspring are considered pure Domaras.

Their dead are buriod and novor crematbod.

Cagto dispules are soltlod by a punchayet pro-
sidod ovor by tho local headmun, and trivial ofloncos
are adjudicated by h'm: in tho ovenl of ils being
necessary to excommunicalo fiom the casto, tho
power rests with tho Muth gird of Clutvdl alono,
when the partics are roprosented and the coaso laid
before tho * supromo couit,” which * sits ” about
onecs in three years; so at least il is said.

Ther treatment of womon s poculinr. Trom
early infancy thoy aro tramed in tho mystomes of
rope-dancing, tumbling and tho like: those who
prove themselves adopts are rewerved for prosti.
tution for the general bouofit of tho gang, while
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thoso who are nnablo to successfully complete ther
training mo resorved for marniago |

Domavas profess to be Vaishnavites, and not
unfrequontly woar tho trident mark on the forchoad;
but they are demonologists practically, worshipping

Guruppa (the doly of the Margosa {reo), Polar-
ammal and Marammal.
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CHAPTER IX.

Wuppnrs (WobpDEVANDLU - ODDAN).

Wobpres are a labouring tribe of Telugu origin,
scattored all over the country. They ame lank.
diggers, well-sinkers and road-makors, and usually
Live in detached scttlements, building for thom.
golves conical huts somewhat similar to those of
the Domaras, with a low entrance.

They are a fine looking race; most of thom are
by profession Valshnavites, wearing the tridont
marks on thoir foreheads, arms and breasts;, and,
though they recognize Vishnu as their principal
deity, they are in reality worshippors of one of the
destroying spirits, * Yellammal,”

It 18 supposed that they emigrated orviginally
fiom Orisga, and now wander about the country,
remaining temporarily in those places whero they
obiain work.

They eal ovory doeseription of animal food, and
are much addictod, liko most of the lower classos,
to spiribuous liquors.

Wudders are divided into two main branchos :—

(1) Kallu (Stone) Wudders,
(2) Mannu (Harth) Wuddors.

Those main divisions are divided mto threo

clans or gotrams, viz, :—
(1)} Boja.
(2) Yattinavaru.
(3) Bailu Wudder,

These clans do not inter marry.
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Thay are a hardworking pooplo, but have a bad
reputation for rondening assistance to highway mon
and robbors, and froquently do a little on thow own
account,

Thoy dislike the daly wage system, bub will
wotrk in gangs on contract, and on thoge occasions
it i8 tho custom for tho whole gang—men, women
and children o take a share in lhe work, As a
class, they are wholly uneducated.

In the Ceded Districts someo of the Wudders
are known as * Donga Wuddiwars” or thieving
Wudders from the fact of their having taken to
orime a8 a profession, and the appollation well suits
them ; they are desporate, and at times very crucl
whon any opposition 18 offered, and have been known
to nfhet sovers personal mjuries on then viclima.,

In the socia] scale Wudders are superior to Liru-
~ kalas (Koravars) and Domaras.

Being exclusively a Telugu soct, thew languago
is a covrupt form of Telugu; butl thoso settled m
the southorn disbricls are convorsant with Tamil,

Thoso of the trbe who have adopted criminal
habits arc skilful burglars and mveterate robbers:
they are chicfly to bo [ound among the Stone
Wuddor class, who, beside thewr ocoupation of
buldiig walls, wmo also s'<dful stono-culvors, By
going about undor the pictence of mending grind-
stones, they obiain much useful information as to
the houses to ho looted or parties of tvavellers to ba
attacked, In committing a highway robbery or
dacoity, they are always armod wilh stout sticks
and use great wviolence 1 tho event of any resist-

-'I.r
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ancoe boing offered. Thewr deprodations are ucually
confinod to a radius of 10 or 15 miles from thewr
sobtt ement, but thoy soldomn sel onl in largo bands
for the oxpreas pwipose of commubling erimos, 1athor
seizing opportumtbies as thoy presont thomnselvos.
Burglary by Wudders may usually ho tracad to
them 1f careful observations are mado of tho broach
in the wall; the implement is ordinanly the crowbar
used by them in Uheir protession as stone-workors
the breach 18 made at the back or sido of the house
near the foundatlions, and the blunt marks of the
crowbar are, as a rule, notliceable; the work 18
clumsgily performed and mnot always succcssful.
Whoare there has been one successtul caso, thore are
invariably several signs of unsuccessiul attempts
in the neighbourhood. Another imploment used by
thom 1s ealled the ¢ pdr kuchi,” a stick with a long
iron ferrule, but ting 18 an metloctual weapon and’
more ordinarly kept a8 a meansg of defonce.

All Wudders are not eriminals, aud ag they do
nol form a clags in wlich orimo 18 de fnefo the
only means of livelibood, thoy perform no special
ceromonies to mvoke the awd of thowr doty In
their undertakings ; bui should suecess crown their
endeavours, they give thomselves up to foasting and
meiriment for geveral days,

They will never confess or implieate anothor of
their fraternily, and, should one of thom bo accused
of & crimo, the women arc most clamorous and
inflict personal injuries on themselves and their
children to deter the police from domng their duty,
and then accuse them of torturc. Women and
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chiddren belonging to crimnal gangs are exporls m
commibiing giain thelis from kalams or throshng
floors, whore thoy are ongaged 1n harvest tlne, and
also m puilonimg thewr neiglhbow’s poultry.

Stolen property 18 scldom found with Wuddoers
thioir reccivers aco legion, but they cspoonlly favour
fiquor shop-keopers in the vieinity of {hoeir encamp-
ment with whom they ave on terms of wmtimacy
and to whom they arve {requently largely indebted.
Instances have boen known ot valuable jewellery
beimmg cxchanged for a few drams of arack, Idona
tifiable property 1s altored at onco, many of the
Wudders being themselves ablo to melt gold and
silvor jewellery ; they then disposo of them for about
one-teuth of the value,

In each Wudder community thero 13 a headman
called tho ¢ Gunga Raja)’’ Ile1s ol the ¢ Boja'
golram and exorcises jur adiction in casle disputos
aud tho hko, and, in tho ease of criinal gangs of
theso pooplo, he roceives two sharoes of spoil. Tn
non-criminal gangs tho  Gunga Raja” engages in
tho contracts to be performoed by lus followors.

Biahming exoreigo spiitunl jurisdiction over
these people and ame consulled i mabters con
nocted with marriage and other cercmonies,  I'he
marnago coromony is nob a todions one. 1i consists
of the bride and hidegroom walking threo times
round a stake placed for the purpose m the
ground !| Remarrmago of widows and divoreed
wonien 18 pormittiod. Inlant mairiage is allowoed,
but seldom practised.




8

CITAPTER X.
KALTAns.

Trovat not a wandeung tvibe, the Kallus, hke the
M wravars, are the praeipal erninals of the soutl -
orn districts of the presdency-"tanjoro, Trichino-
poly, Madura and Timnevelly. In the Madura and
Triclunopoly distrets, they form the most remark-
able class.

Thoy aro a dark race of gmall slature witlhh many
distinetivo pecubiaritics powting them out as hav-
ing sprung fiom an aborigmal trbe.

The word *“Kallan” means tlnel or robbor in
many of the languages of Southorn India, and is
supposed to have boon applied to thom as mdica-
tive of their pecuhar modo of earning a hivelihood—
thoir violent and lawlegs hahiis. Thewr profession
is that of stealing with or without viclonco as op-
portunitics offer. Beforo the Diitish entored tho
country thoy were m constant warfaro with thew
neighbours,

Tho tiibo is divided into two main divizions —
tho Mél Nadi or wostern country and the Kil Nadd
or eastern country. Moembors of those divisions do
not intermarry.

The Kil Nadn comprises tho nidis of Mdhir, &
village situated about 16 miles {rom Madura, and
its inhabilants, whose agnomen is ¢ Ambalalkaran,"’
are descendants of a clan which immigratod into tho
country.

The logend runs thus:—% Some Kallars helong-
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ing to the Valanfdd, tho capital of wluch was Cons
jooveram (Kdnchipuram), came down south with a
number of dogs on a grand hunting expedition,
armed with thoir peculiar woapons, piles, bludgoons
ard ¢ Vellarm Thadies ” or elabs shaped like boomo-
1angs. While ongaged m themr sport somowhore
in the neighbourhood of Méhir, they observed a
peacock with its tail sjread showmg fight to one
of thewr dogs. T'rom this they inloriod that the
country was one favourable to bodily staength and
courage and deleimined to seitle. Thoy accord-
ingly ontered into negotintions with the Volldlans,
who wore lords of the soil, and oveninally iook
gorvice under them. In course of t1mo thon rela.
tiong and frends of the Valanfdd joined them, and
o numoerous Kallar commumty sprang up. The
mastors and gervants did not succood 1m living
amicably togothor. Tho Kallars behaved, or wmo
thought to behavo, badly and wore frequontly
pumished, Thoy 1emsbod and retaliatod, and ab
lagt thoy compoellod tho Velldlans to draw up o codo
of rules for then pirotoction,
"Tho followwng are some of the rules passed ;—

(a) If a Kallan lost a tooth through a blow
given by his mastor, tho Iattor was to bo fined 10
lkali chackrams.

(0) If & Kallan had g oar forn under
punishmont, his master muast pay a fine of 0 kalr

chackrams,
(¢) If a Kallan hwd log skall  feacturcd,

hig mastor must pay 30 chwhrams, o1, in doluit,
havo tng own skull lract ned,
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() If o Kallan had hig sam or leg bioken,
hiy mastor must pay a fine of 20 chackinams, givo
the injured man a corfain amount of grun, cloths,
&o , and likewso grant him in {ee simple as much
“punja ' (wel) Iind as could be sown with o
“ kalam " of scod, and two ¢ kwukkams™ ol
“punja’’ (dry) Tand.

(¢) Il a Kallan were killed, Ins mastor musi
pay a fine of 100 chackrams, or, in default, be handed
ovor to the mevey of the murdered man’s relations.

As might be expecled, the Volldlans soon lost
their hold over the Kallars aftor tho promulgation
of these rules ; and, i course of time, they (the
Velldlang) were reduced to greal poverty, and
eventually ousted bodily from their possessions.
The Kallars then called their nowly-aequired terri-
tory ¢ Than-arasu Nidu ” or mndepondent, country,
and sebt the thon governmont at dofiance, showing
respoct ouly to Alagar o1 Alagiriswami, the howd
of tho greab Alagar kovil in Madura (wide notes on
the Alaganm class); thoy habitually makoe laxgo of or-
ings at the shrine of Alagipiswawt, and have always
regarded him as their own peculiar doity. Al this
temple there 1g an interosting collection of swords
and billhooks (T'an. rutharwakkal) of all mizes from
2' 4" to 12/, clubs (Lam. kothaikal) and tridents or
apoars (Tom. sabangal) which aro olferings of the
Kallars.

In the timo of the Kartakal, d.e., tho Nayakkan
dynasty, the Kallars steadily refused to pay tribule,
prgwing always, when callod upon fo pay like other
castes and clagsscs, that < the honvens sunplied tho
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earth with ram, thoir cattle ploughed the land,
aund they cultivated ib and thorefore there was no
possiblo roason why thoy should pay anything.”
Thewr conduct was 8o violent and aggressive thaf
bodics of troops marching from Trichinopoly to
Tinnovelly or wice wersd found 1t oxpedient to avoid
the direct road through the Mélir nddd aud take a
cireunitous roule.

Tho origin of the Kallar caste, ag also that of
tho Maravars and Ahambadayars, 19 mythologi.
cally tracod to * Indra ” and “ Aghahla,” the wife
of Rishi Glautama. The logond 13 that Indra and
Rishi Goutama wore, among others, rival suitors
for the hand of Aghalia. Rishi Gautama was tho
guccessiul ono; this so meensed Indra that ho deter-
mined to win Aghalia at all hazards, and, by moeans
of a cloverly dovised 1use, succoeded, and Aghaha
bore lum three song who, 1espoctively, took tho
names ¢ Kalla,” ¢ Marava ” and “ Ahambadya
The three castes have e agnomon of “"Lhéva” or
ood and claim to bo the desceundants of ¢ Tl dvan
(Indra). TInspite of the alloged common ancestry
of theso throe classoes, thoy have now formed them-
golves Into distinet castos and intermarriage bo-
tween Kallars and thoe other {wo claggses is not
allowoed.,

Tollowing a sinmalar course of action to ihat
adopted by tho Xil Nada Kallars, tho Mél Nadd
Kullars gained oxtensivo possessions strelehing to
tho oxtromity of the groat Dimdigul valloy, and,
though in the early poriod of British rule in Indis,
the Kallas gavo infimite trouble to the authopities,
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they have of more recent yoars, smece 1601, whon
tho provinco of Madura was anncxed to the Com-
pany’s torritorics, changed thar habils and sub-
mitted to order. Thoy are, howovor, still a bold
and ngh spirited poople, with whom ctime is looked
upon as a natural exeiboment.

The hoad of the Kallars 1 the Raja eof the Pudu-
kota state. 'L'his state was founded by Raghunatha
Kilavan, Setupati of Ramnad (1673-1708 A.D.).
Ho fell in love with Kattdri, a girl of tho Kallar
caste, married her and appointed hor brother
chiof of tho distiict ol Pudukola with the titlo of
Raghundtha Tondiman, m heu of ono Pallavarayan
Tonchman, the former chief who had atlempted to
transfer tho estato from the Ramnad torritorivs to
thiose of Tanjore.

The following genenlogical troe shows {he
descent of the present Raja from Raghuudtha Raja

Tondiman :——

Raghunttha Iija Ton lunan
(sboub 1690 1740 A 1)),

a Bon
——r e Ty e ——_ l Ty -y g e L
Vijaye Baghunatha Tondiman
(1740 1767 A D)

Raye Raghunktha 'ondi nan Raya Vijuys Wagl unbdthe

(17071780 A 1D ). R Il wdin

(178 J8)7 A D)

Vijaya Boyrh 1fithn Raghnal v I'n hman

Ra1 Ba edm (183 ~1830)

(1BU7T-1820 A 1}
Rowmael cndi v 1o iman

(1830 LHY0)

e b Tu 4 rovn
Towl 1y n
{184 ),
Popowe b1 a
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Tho Kallusg of Pudukota slyle themselves
“ Seruvagal Kallws,”” and thoso in thoe MTrmehino-
poly distriet, * Voesanganattu Kallws,” butl both
aphcat Lo bo only local sub-divisions of tho great
M6l and Kil Nadus.

Thoir hwguage 18 essentially Tamil,  DBoth
males and females are accustomed to sireteh to tho
utmost possible limit the lobes of thomr cars; the
uuploasant dwsfiguremont is effocted by the mother
boring the cars of her mfant and inserting hoavy
piccos of metal, generally lead, into the apertures.
'The effcet so produced 183 wondderful, and 11 18 nol,
at all uncommon to sco the ears ol a Kallan hang.
mg on s shoulders. When wviolontly augry a
Kallan will sometimos tear in two the attonuated
strips ol flesh which constituio Ius ocars, expeciing
thereby to compel hiy advorsary 1o do hkewise ag
a w01t of amende honorable; and allercations bo-
twoon women constanily lead to one or both partics
hwimg tho ow s violontly pulled asundor.  Formerly
whero o Kallm girl was doputed, as frequently
happened, to gude a stranger m safoty through a
Kallav triet, if any of hor casle poeople attemptled
to ofler viclence to hor charge in spifo of her pro-
testations, she would immediately tear open oue of
het oary and run off at full speed to her home to
complain of wht had boen done ; tho result of her
complaint was 1nvariably a sontenco to tho offeet
that, amongst othor things, the culprils shonld have
boflh thoir ears forn in expiation of then broach of

the bye-lws of the forest,
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he savage disposition of the Kalliis a) peras
from tho following doscripiron of a custom which
execeds in atrociby almost overy erime of viclenco
of vhich lmstory aflords an oxample. "Vho Swmvey
account states that—¢ Tho womon have all tho 1l
quities and evil dispositions ot tho men; m most
of thew actions they are infloxibly vindiclave and
furious on the least mjury, even on suspicion,
which prompts to the most violent 1evengo wilhout
any regard to consequonces. A hortiblo ecstom
exis's among the females of tho class: whoen a
quatrel or dissension anses between them  tho
msultod woman brimgs her eluld to thoe house ol
the aggrossor aund kiulls 1t at lor door to avengo
hergelf, allhough hor vengeance 18 abiended with
{he mosbt cruel barbarity., She then immediately
procecds to a neighbowimg village with oil her
gool 3 and chattels : in tlas atbempl sho 19 opposed
by her nerghbours, which givesigo {o elamont and
oufrage; the complaimt 1y then carned fo the hiowd
¢ Ambalacar,” who lays 1t batore the oldory o tho
village and sohais their mberforoneo to bornnmatbe
tho guariel  In the comsc of this invoesligntion, 1f
the hugband finds that suflicient ovidence has heon
brought agunst his wife, that she had givon causo
for tho provocation and aggression, then he pro.
ceodls unobsorved by tho nssembly Lo his houso and
brings ong of s chuldron, and in the presenczo of
witnosses kills lus cluld ab the door of the weman
who had first killod her child; Dby this moco of
proceeding he consders that he has saved himself
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much trouble and expeunso which would otherwise
have devolved on him., This eircumstanco is soon
brought to the notico of tho tribunal, who proclaim
that tho offence commitied 18 sulliciently avenged.
But shoald tlus voluntary retuibution of revengo
not bo executcd by the convictod person, the twi-
bunal is prorogued to a lunited tune, fifteen daysy
generally.  Beforo the expiration of that period one
of the children of the convicted person must be
killed, at the same timo he 18 to bear all expenses
contingent on a genoral feast and merry-making for
the assombly for threo days.” Such is tho inhuman
barbarity m avenging ounfrage which proves tho
innate cruelty of the people and the unrestrained
batrbarity of their manners and morals, Iappily
these atrocious customs are unknown among tho
Kallirs of tho present day.

Tho crimes that Kallarg are addicted to ave
dacoiy (in houses or on highways), robbery, hot se.
broaking nnd cattlo-sioalimg. In all of these they
avo adopts.  Thoy arve usually armed with ¢ Vellai
thadis ¥ or cluby, and occasionally wilh kmves
gimilar to these worn by the mhabitants of the
Western coast. Thetr method of housebreaking 1s
to make the breach in the wall under the door,
a lad of diminutive sizo then creeps i and opens
the door for his olders, who help themseolves to
anything they cawn got. Jowels worn by sleepers
aroc seldom touched., Tho stolen property 15 hidden
in convement places, in draing, woells, straw gtacks,

and 18 somctimes returncd to tho owner on recc1pls
M

o
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of Llack mam! from him ealled * Tuppu kali” o
“olug luve,” Thar chiol rocoivers arc among tho
Mangapottoo and Natookottai Chottios.  Vodms
of anrack and toddy are mstrmental in tho thsposal
ol petty things, cloths aud the ke, but v gravo
crines months olapse belore the booly 18 m any wuay
dwsturbed or disposed of,

The womon scldom join in erimes, bal assisl the
mon m theit dealimgs with tho Chotties.

Thoy obscrve omens before starting on deproda-
tions and consult their houschold gods. An omen
peculiar to thom 18 this: two flowms—ono red and
the other whito—are placod boloro tho dol, o
symbol of thoir god “ Kulla Alagar”: the whilo
flower is the emblem of succeys: a cluld of tendor
years 18 then told to pluck a petal of ono ot tho two
floworg and the wudortaking resis upon tho choico
mado by tho child,

Though not ossentinlly a wandming tiibo,
Kallarg uge tho raillways and vigih ad acont, districts
wharo, ag & class, thoy are unknown and commit,
then deprodations ; if noticod and quest oned by an
inquistbive policoman or villngor, tho reply thoy give
is that thoy wo traders in watile, visiting vho various
cattle markets, Disguises arve not adopted by thom.
Signals are oxchanged by whisthng or scribbling
on tho ground ; and whilo commitiing erimo namos
aro nover mentioned : they addross each othor as
the ““ big one,” the “hiltle one,” using ambiguous

terms,
Eiven to tlus duy childron of the Kullar {ribo
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are brought up in the olden fashion ag though
intonded to gamn thewr hivelihood by proying on their
neighbours’ properiy. *Tho boyhood of ovory
Kallar,” sayvs Mr. Nolson, ““i1s supposed to be passed
in acquirmg the rudiments of the only profession
for which he ocan bo naturally adapted, namely,
that of a thief and a robber. At fiftoen he 18 usually
entitlod to be considored a proficieni, and from that
timo forth he 1s allowed to grow his hair as long as
ho pleases, a privilege denied Lo youngor boys. At
the samo time he is often rewarded for his expert.
ness as a thief by the hand of one of his female
relations.”

The marriage customs of the Kallara are very
peculiar. In the first place their marriages depend
entirely upon consanguimty and aie wrespective
altogethor of the wishes of oither of the parties
thovelo or their parents. The mosb proper allianco,
in the opimon of a Kallan, is one betwoen a man
and the daughier of lig lather’s sister, and if an
individual have such a cousin he must marry her
whatovor digparity thore may be betweon thew ages.
A boy of fiftoon must marry such a cousin oven 1f
she bo thirty or forty yewts old o hoer futhor insists
upon his so doing. ['mling a cousin of ils sort,
he must marry ng aunt or his nicce or any other
near relative. If hig father’s brothor has a daughier
and insists upon g marrymmg her, he cannot rofuse,
whatover may be the woman’s age.

When a wodding takes place, tho sistor of the
bridegroom goos to tho houso of the parents of the
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bride and presonts thom with 21 kali fanamg aud
o cloth, and at tho same time {tley somae howwe haty
vound the bride’s neck. She then hrings her and
her rolatives to tho house of tho bridegroom, whoie
a feast is prepared.  Sheep ave killed and stores of
hiquor kept ready, and all partake of the good choor
provided., After this the brido and bridegroom aro
conducted to the house of the latler and the two
solemnly perform the ceremony of exchanging ¢ Vel-
lari thadis’ or boomerang-shaped clubs. Anothor
feast 1s then given m the house of the bride, and sho
is presentod by her parenis with ono *“ marakkal ¥’
of rice and a hen. She thon goos with her husband
to his houso and the ceremony 1s complole in overy
respéct.

During the first twelve months alfter the mar-
riago, b 1s customary for the wife’s paronts to invite
the pair to stay with them a day or two on the
occasion of any feast and to present them on their
departure with a wmarakkal of rico and a cock At
the timo of the firgt ¢ Pongal” foast altor the mar-
riago the presenta cuslomarily given to the scn-in-
law are five marakkals of rico, fivo loads of pots
and pans (chatties), five bunches of plantains, five
cocoanuts and five lumps of jaggory.

A divorce on eithor side is easily obtained. A
huskand dissatisfied with his wife ¢an sond her away
if he bo willing ab the same timo to give hior half of
his property, and a wife can leavo her husband ab
will upon forfeiturc of 42 ** kah fanama,” A widow
may marry any man she fancies if she can induce
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him to make her a presont of 10 fanams. One of
tho customs of tho western Kallavs is specially curi-
ous. It constanily happons that a woman is the
wife of either ten, eight, s1x or two husbands, who
are hold to be the fathors jointly and severally of any
children that may be born of her body, and still
more curiously, when the children of such a family
grow up, they, for some unkvown reason, invari-
ably siylo themselves the children not of ten, eight
or six fathers as the cise may be, but of ¢ eight and
two,” or ¢ six and two,” or ¢f four and two ”’ fathers.

Many Kallars praclise tho rite of circumeision,
which custom has, i1 18 said, been obscrved in this
tribo from very anciont times.

Ag = pﬁﬁp1e Hm}r profess to hn wovs'hipperm of
Swva, although, in reility, they are for the most
part morely demon worshippers. They both burn
and bury their dead. Kallars aro not particular as
to their outward appearances, dress, &e.  The mon
wear a coarse while clobth round their loins and
an upper cloth or angavasliram, also of coarse
matoral, and a red handkorchief ; they seldom wear
jackots, The women are also scantily clad: a
coarso white saral complotes their attire; they nover
weus the chiola.

In tho social scale thoy are considered to bo of
a low caste, ranking above tho Pariahs: they are,
however, allowed to approach Brahmins with im-
punity, and may even touch s “sacrod” person
Their jowels and ornaments are sumilar to those
worn by other Hindus of inforior soual standing
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The horse-hair * kara1” worn by women iy the
symbol of married life, and 1ts absonco a sure sign
of widowhood.

The offico of hoad of tho clan or * Ambalacar
ig hereditary. 'The Ambalacar exorcises suprome
jurisdiction over tho Kallars of hts clan in both
temporal and spiritual mattors; and, as a mattor of
right, presides over their punchayots, Whoen ques-
tiong of chastiby, propoerty and the like arise, tho
A mbalacar adjudicatos, and his decision is final.



CIIAPTER XI.

MARAVARS.

Ix former times the Maravars, as a groat fighting
or warrior iribo, held the sa no position m the south

that tho Rajput tribes held in Northern India, only
they did not rise to the same rank and power as
t hat attained by the latter. They wore a wild, law
logs, unmanagoahle raco, and were a perpetual terror
1o quict and peaceable tribes. They aro found in
greatest numbeis m tho Madura and Tinnovelly
districts.

Thoe tribe 18 divided mnto soven principal clans:
those arc as follows :(—

(1) Semba Nattu.

(2) Kondayan-Kotton.

(3) Apanir-Nittu.

(1) AgatA.

(5) OrQr (OroiyQr)-Nittu.
(G) Uppu-Kotbtol.

(7) Kmichi-Katiu,

Thero aie othor e¢lans besides theso, but of
inferior rank. Tho highost of all 18 the Somb(-
Natiu, but which 18 the boest or which the worst as
rogards charactor 1l would bo dificult to say: all
arc much alike. The * Maravans,” as Lhey are
termed 1n Madura, wore oncoe very numorous and
poworful in thal digtrict; but compared with ancient
timos their numbeis havo been greatly roduced.
They wers formerly notorious for turbulonce and
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lawlesaness, and, ninety yeais ago, gavo much trouble
to the British authomties of tho distriel ; but thoy
have now seliled down, Tor tho most pait, to ponco-
ablo habits, exltbiting, howevor, a boldor and moro
dotormunred spreit than thenr neigd bo 1rs.

Tho head of the Maravar triboe 19 tho “ Betupata ™
of Ramnad. The Sctnpatis claim to belong to the
ancient Maravar race and to havoe beon the rulers of
the whole of the south of Indin before the imni-
grition of the “ Kuruwbas,” by whom the Maravars
wore defoatod and ditven back to tho extiome south.
Thewr chioly lost all somblance of power il tho
desecendant of the old ruling family was, in tho
soventeonth contury, roinstated in a portion of his
ancient patrimony by Mubiu Krishnappa, tho Na-
yakka of Madura, and installed at Ramnad.

Mr. Nelson (Madura Country, pp. 110-118) dhis-
cusses the former history of tho Betup s, and ns
remarks deserve study. Ile concludes thal they
were certainly loids of Ramnad fiom a vory romolo
period, and that tho Setupatt created by Muttu
Krishnappa was probably a graudson of the last Sebu-
patl who had been murdered hy *“ono of the last of
the Pandiyas who preceded Visvanatha Nayakkan.”
Dr. Burgess status that there was o Udiyan Scbu-
pati m 88, 1336 (A.D, 1414 15), who bwlt tho
shrines of tho inner templos of Ramdéshwaram and
gavo four villages m the Tinnevelly distrmoet to the
temple there; also a Chinna Udmyan Setupatr who
in 3.5, 1411 (A.D. 1489-90) mado additions to the
temple ; and a Tiramala Sotupati, who m 8.8 1422
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(A D, 1500 1) bwilt a par, of tho second prdkita
ardd had o son, Rughunidtha Thamala, who was alive
i A8, 1461 (A D, 1530-40).

Abandoumng all abtompt to trace thoir car ior
higtory, the Lollowing gonoalogy gives a skoteh of
tho family from the Setupati who was fitst ereafod
chio’ of Ramnad by t10 Nayakka of Maduwa m A D.

1601 ;—
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At the bogmning of the sixtecnth century thero
was no Sebupati in existence. MThe cultivation had
pocome very hmuted. Thick jungles bad sprung up
m overy direction. The roads were infested with
gangs of robbera. IFivery wvillage was under a petty
ruler, who acted with free independence and op-
pressed and harassed the pilgrims who resorted to
Bamdswaram. Muttn Krshnappa, the then ruler
of Madura, was earnestly exhovted by the pilgiims
to appoint a ruler, whose anthority would ensure to
thoir safe travel to and from Ramdéswaram. Mutiu
Krishnappa, therefore, thought it expediont to re-
establish the anciont Marava dynasty of the Setu.
patis or the Guardians of Damdswaram. Accord-
mgly ho had BSadayaka l'evar, a descendant of tho
aucient Setupat, crowned at Pogaldr, a willage 10
milog to the west of Rammad, m 1604, 1Ilo was
further created chief of tho seventy-two poliguis,
It 18 from this date thai we have somo autheuiic
lstory of the Selupatas.

(1) Sadayaka Tevar Udaiyan Setupaty (1640
1621 }~1le amr.y satisfied ths oxpectations of Muttu
Krishnappa, to whom an annual tribute was sont,.
Peace was rostored lo the country. Cultivation
was encouraged. The towns of Ramnad and Poga-
hir were fortified and improved. 'Thig prince further
made some conquosts by subdwuing the important
villages of Vadakku-Vattagal, Kélaiydrkovil and
Pattamangalam. Afler a uselul reign of seventeon
years, he died in 1621, Iis son Kittan Sclupati
succecded him )
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(2) [Gittan  Sotupati  (1021-1635).  This
prince quictly enjoyed the fraits ol lus father’s
labour, Tho country was prospoerous and poaceful
during the fowrtoen vyears that he ruled ovor it.
He died in 1635, leaving hig brother Sadayaka
Tevar to succcod him, Ho left besidos a sistor,
Gangar Nacheloyar, (Mr. Nelson’s Madw a Country,
page 128.)

(3) Sadayal'a Tevar alias Davalay Set ipats
(1685 1645)——Nothmg of imporlance transpwrod
during the first throo years ol this princo’s reign.
But in the fourth year the prince ammounced his
intontion of appomting his adopted son Raghundtha
Tevar ns his succossor. This disclosure cnraped
his illegitimuto brother Tamln Tovar, who ruled
ovor Kalaiyarkovil as governor. Tambi was uot
inactive. He gained ovoer to his sido the King of
Madura, who, bostdos creatmg hun ¢ Tambi So-
lupaty,” supplied him with funds and forces to
dethione the prince. Rammnad [oll into tho Tvindg
of tho Kmmg of Madwma’s [orces, and Davalay Seti
pati retreated to Pamban, where ho was finnlly
defeatod and taken captive. o was soul to Ma lura
and thrown into a dungeon.

Tambi had now a veory difficult task beforo
him. The Davalay Setupati’s nephews, Raghundtha
Tovar and Narayana Tovar, wore m arms againgt
him, and at last, finding no one to befriond lum
among tho relatives of tho Botupati, Tawmbi wasy
obliged to flee to tho Comit of Madura, Torumalai
Nayaklka, however, now digcovored hig mistake, and,



in order to quiet the couniry, released the Davalay
Selbupatr and 10stored nm.

The Setupaty was set at hberty to the satislac-
f1on of all partios m 164). After his restoration
he reigned for four or five years i peace, when ho
wag murdered i c¢old blood by Tambi Tevar in

1645,
' Then followed anavchy and confusion at Ram-
nad. The principal Marava chiefs were preparing
for war; but this was opportunely averted by the
intorference of Tirumalai Nayakka, who partitioned
tho Ramnad kingdom into threo pottions in 1646.
Raghundtha Tevar, the nephow of the Davalay
Setupatl, was placed on the hereditary throne of
the Ramnad Setupati, Ilis brothers Tanaka [evar
and Narayana Tovar were made to rulo jomntly at
Tiravadanai. Sivagangar was placed under the
soveroignty ol Tambi Tevar,

(4) Laghundtha Sctupati aling Terumalai Setu-
pati (1646-1670)~—This Sotupat’s roign was re.
mat kable lor torritorial aggnandisement. The par-
titioned countries became again incoiporated owing
to the early deaths of Tanaka Tevar and Tam
Tevar, Whon Tambi Toevar was alive, the Setupali, .
in alliance with him, defeatod tho forces of Tanjore
in a pitchod battle, and annexod tho towns of Man-
narkoil, Pattukkottal, Dovakotiai, Arundanghi and
Tiuvallur.

At this tume the King of Mysore mvaded
Madura, and at tho request of the King of Madma
the Sotupatt went m command of a large luiny and
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defeited the enomy in two very sovetoly contested
engagements  The Kmg of Madara, m gratiude
tor tho services rendered, cedod to tho Setupati
the villages of Tiruppuvanam, Twruchulai and Puh-
nadar  Under thig detapati the Marawar dynasty
reachod tho zomith ot ity power. Lt was ho who
itroduced the celebration of the ¢ Navaratri” tes.
tival at Ramnad. Atter a qaet and beneficont -
reign of thuty years ho died in 1670, lcaving hig
nep wow Rija Stiya Tevar to suceeed him.

This Sotupati 1etised to ad s suszeram
aganst tho Muhammadan invasion and consequently
the Nayakka imvadoed hig teriitories to punis hum
for treagon. Tho war was conducted with varying
fort tnes and scoms to have died a natwal doath,
whe Sotupatr joined in tho war, which o1 ded i tho
downfall of tho Nayakkas of Tanjoro and the sack
of tho oy, but according to Mr. Nelson tho
Marava stmy way hitle more than a matauding

mol .

(5) Swiye Tevar (1670)~—"This Sotupati com
promiged himgelf m somo way m the Tanjore war,
and wag so1zoed, shortly aftor his accogsion, by Verc-
kald Krishnappa, the Madura Davualay, and way
imprisoned at Trheclunopoly, whore he was seciotly
puf o death,

Strya Tevar left no immediate hen to succood
Inm  Congequently the task of nommmating a snc-
cossor devolved on the prinopal Marava clhiefs, who
came to no defimte udorstanding  For a tnne tho
country ~vas without « Sctupaty bul Attana, and
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aftor him Chandrappa Servakdran, managed the
affins of the kingdom. Tinally Raghundtha Tovar
Kilavan, illegitunato son of tho last Setupati, was
installed,

(6) Rgg&uﬂrﬁ;’}a Terar Jiapan Sﬁ:‘ﬂji@ﬂ(?’ﬁ?’f—-
1708).—'Tho 1eign of this ruler was very remark-
able for geveral important events. The commenco-
mont ot the roign was marked by his assassination
of the two piincipal men who had assisted him in
coming fo the throne Ilis whole reign was further
1omarkable for the way 1n which he persecuted the
Chrigtiang.  The revolting circumstances attending
the murder of tho Missionary John DoBritto—an
atrocity perpotrated under the expross orders of
the Sorupati  are fully narrated by Mr. Nelson n
hig Madusa Country, pages 217224,  He appointed
g brothet-m-law Raghundtha (bolonging to tho
Kallar casto), whose sistor Kattari he mairied,
Tondiman of Padukota. It was in this veign that
the capital of tho territory was removed from
Pogaliir to Rammnad, the progent soat of govern-
mont.,  This prince was also famous for his bravery
w war., 1le resened tho Nayakka of Madura from
tho tyranny of Rustam Khén and successfully proge-
euted o war against tho King of Tanjore, who was
obliged to cedo all the torritories south of the
Amburi river. Intrigues scem to have boen tho
order of the day during this reign, and the history
15 & succession of plots and roboelhons regulting in
constant disturbance and warfare. There way a
desulioy war with Tanjore in A D, 1706, and in
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1702 on one occasion an army from Madura, arded
by a force from 'Panjore, was doloated by tho
Sebupati and driven back. Another smignal victory
was oblained over Tan’ore in 1709, o year which
was made moemorable by a most appuling 1o e,
aggravated by desolating flood. Rghundtha Tovar
Kilavan Setupati breathed his last i 1708, and hig
numerous wives burned themsclves alive on hig-
funeril pyre. He was succceded by hig adopted
gon (the relationship iy somewhat doubtful, Madu:a
Oountry, pago 247).%

(7) Vijaya Ragundtha Tevar alias Tirwvadaiye
Tovar (1709~1723). The King of Lanjoro was unot
inactive during this reign. Ile gainoed ovor tho
Rajalh of Pudukota to his mde and deelared war
against the Sotupati, who went out to rheet the
allied forecs at Arundanghi, Some ndecisive
acltions wero fought. An epidonmue broke out in tho
camp ol the Setupati, which camied oft many of his
sons and wives, and ho hnuoself eontracted thoe
disoase, which provod fatal shortly altor Ins roturn
to Ramnad, Ile nominated one "Pandar 'f'ova-, a
groat grandson of the {athor of tho lato Kilavan
Sotupaty, as hig succoessor.

(8) Tandar Tevar (1725-172}).—The accog-
sion ¢f this Setupati to the throne was contosted
by BlLavam Sankara Tevar, an illogitimato son of
Kilavan Setupain, Ho gol tho assistance of tho
King of Tanjore by promiging to cede him somo

i

* Tiruvadeiys Fevar a/tas Vijoy 1 Raghundthy Pover om of Kadim o
Tovay ¢
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{antoly and invaded Rammnad with the Tanjoro
foreco within four months of the acecession of tha
Setupati, The allied forces of the Setupati, the
Tondiman and the King of Madmia were unable to
arrcst tho advance of the Tarjore army, which
finally captured Ramnad and took the Sctupati
prisoner. Ile was shortly afterwards put to death
-and DBhavam Sankara Tevar proclaimed himself
Sctupati,

(9) Bhavani Sankare Setupati (1724 1728).
—He was very injudicious in hig trcatment of
the poligars under him One Sasivarma FPeriyar
Udiyar Tevar was deprived of his paliyam. He
therefore fled to the cowt of the King of Tanjore,
and gained s tavour by the extraocrdinary bravery
he showed 1n fighting a large tfiger, Kutta Tovar,
the matornal uncle of tho last Setupati and tho
legal heir who had escaped trom Rammnad at the
time of capture by Bhavani Sankara, was also at
this timo at Tanjore. Kutto and Susivarma became
close {riends, and Ly thowr joint imducemoent got the
Kimg of Tanjore to entrust them with a large force
with which they defeated tho Setupati at a battle
fought at Uraiyar, in which the latter was taken
prisonoer.  Aftor their success Kutta Tevar was
proclaimed Sefupati.

(10) Lutta Tevaralias Kumard Muttu Vyaya
Raghundtha Setwpati (1728 1784).~—Kutta Tevar
was not destinod to rule over the extensive terri-
tories of Ramnad. ITorit was arranged before the
success which gained him the throne that,the terri-
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tory should be parcelled out between tho confeds
eratos. Accordingly the King of Tanjoro tock all
the lands north of the Pambar. The remamder
wad dwvided mmto five parts, of wineh two wont to
the ghary of Raja Muttu Vijaya Roaghundtha Toriya
Udaiya Tevar, who mado Sivagangat Ing captal.
(Ile marmed Akilambivari Nachchiyar, the ilegi-
timate daughtor of tho Setupati. Ilhis territo-y 1s°
also called Sinnavadagai.) Ovor the romaning
threc parts called “ Poroyavadagai,” which form
the present Rammad terrtory, the Selupala Kutta
Tevar ruled. o was sucocedod by his son Muttu
Kumara Viaya Raghundtha Tovar.

(11) Mubty Kumara Vijeya Baghundtha Selu-
pate (1734~1747)~—During the roign of this punce
the Davalay was all powerful. The prince dying m
the primoe of his life without any issue, the Davalay
nominatod Rakka Tovar, a cousin of the doccasod
Kuttr Tevar, to tho rule.

(12) fakla Tevar Setupali (1747~1748).
This reign was remarkable {or the 1opulsion of an
invagion by tho King of Tanjore by tho Davaluy
Vollatyan Servatkaran, who also commanded goveral
nmilitary oxpeditions and subjugated several msub-
ordinato poligars in the Tinnovelly district.

Tho Setupati grow afiaid of tho Davalay’s
power and recalled him from Tinnevelly. A step
which proved his ruin, for, on his return, the Da
valay openly rebellod, and the Sotupatr was,
thercforo, obliged to flee for safoty to Pamban.
Thither he was pursued and taken prisoner and
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deposed, Que Sella Pevar alies Vijaya Raghundtha
Tevar, a membor of tho b ilavan famuly, wag placed
ou tho thione by the Davulay.

(13) Sella Tevar alins Vijayn Baghundiha
Setupaty (1748 1760)., Thus prince ruled for twelve
years, duing wluch another 1nvasion by the Tanjore

Raja was firmly met with and defeated by the

Davalay. Holla Tevar died in 1760 and was suc-
ceeded by s sister’s son Muttu Ramalinga Tevar,
a child {wo years old.*

(14) Mutty Ramalinga Sﬁ‘r;pmtf (1760 1773,
1780 1794). Vollaiyan Servaikaran, the powerful
Davalay, died al the commencemont of this reigu.
1le was succeeded by Damodaram Pillar 1in his Dava.
layship,  Muttu Teruvay Nachichiyar, the mother
of the mmfant prince, acted as regent. In 1770 the
Raja of Tanjore was agamn doleated, and that most
decisively by an army under the command of Damo-
daram Pillai, This wag the last, occasion on which
tho troops of Ramnad wors permilted to distanguish
thomselves.

In the year 1773 the army of the Sclupati
was defeated by an linghish force under General
Josdph Smich, who subdued the weniitory on bohalf
ol the Nawab of Trichinopoly., 'The infant Sotu-
pati, his mother Mutin Teruvay Nachelyar, and his
sigter Mangalisvart Nachehiyar wore removed from
Ramnad and kepb at Trichinopoly under surveillanee,

# Dr Bumpgoss atates on the authoiity of the best mfotmed mon ot
Raméewpiam that Solla Tevar s sister Mub w Teravay Nochohngn matnied
Noriiigs Lovar of Yolombidiand had ¢ sorboinn &8 16817 (v D 1725 ()
to adds b slio 18 stulod to havor1ol 15155 183 (A D 172 2),
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The Lermtory way for a period of eight years,
w.e., rom 1773 to 1780, under the duoct manago-
ment of the Nawub.

Tho petly chiefs who h d rospected the power
of the Setupatt raiged an army and {hreatened to
capturo Ramnnad and drive away the Nawab's man-
agers.  This eircumstance alarmed the Nawab, who
deemed 1t prudent to set the Setupatr at hborty
and despateh him to Ramnad at the head cf an
army . thig arrangement had the desired ef et The
country bocame tranqul and the ¢hiofs wore deleated.

The Sobupat: 1esumed tho reins ol govern-
ment, and continued to rule for fourteen years until
1794, INs acts at the ond ol {his perod becarme
vory suspicious, verging on rohollion, so that, ab
tho mstance of Mangahsvart Nachchiyar, his & sier,
ho was deposed and cariiod away as a prisous to
Trichwopoly under the o1ders of tho Nawab.

T Lnglish had this 41 1w beoomo the vir-
tual rulers of the Cattie, and thoy dsonl tho Sotu-
pat1 Lo Madrag as o Stato pr sonor.  Thoe Ramuad
territory was takon under British wule and coun-
tinued therounder lor soven yours up to 1802, In
1803 the British Govern nent placod Rani Manga-
hgvari Nachchiyar, the sisior of the Sctupats, on tho
thione,

(L5) Mangalisvaiy Nuchehiyar (1803 1812). -
In tho year 1803 a pormancnt sottloment wag made
by wineh tho Rani Setupati bound hersell and her
suceessord Lo pay to the Enghsh Governmont the
annual peishkash of Rs. 3,2 1,387 1 2, Sho ruled the
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estate for ten years. She was called the ¢* Istimrar
Zamindarni 7’ i remeinbrance of the settlement.

This reign wag particularly remat kable for the
charitablo endowments she made oub of the perma-
nently-settled villages of the estate Ier adopted
gon, Annasawmi Sctupati o has Muttu Vijaya Raghu-
ndtha Setupati, succoeded her

(16) dnnasuami Setupaty allas Mutiv Vipaya
laghundtha Setupat: (1812 7815) —1Tng prince was
a minor when hs adopted mother died. Pradhant
Tyaga Raja Pillar carried on the ‘admumstralion of
the country. This prince’s title, or in other words
the adoption, was not disputed. Sivakami Nach-
chiyar, the daughter of Muttu Ramalinga BSetupatt,
gsued in the Company’s courts to have her claims
to become Ram botupati in preference to Anna-
swami rocognized. She s1ccceded 1n her suit and
wasg legally appomtoed the rulor of tho egtate in the
room of Annaswami m tho year 1815.

(17) Swalkami Nachehiyar (1815-1629),—This
princess enjoycd the kingdom for one full year,
during which she allowed the peiskush to fall into
arvears. 'I'he estate, therefore, was placed under the
mamagement of the Court of the Sadar Adalat for
fourteen years on her behalf. In the intorval the
law suit between the Ram Zamindar and Annaswami
Setupatr was prosecuted with the utmost vigour n
the Appollate Court, which finally dirocted the
restoration of the estate to Annaswami Setupaty,
The prince having died in the meanwhle, his
widow Muttn Virayi Nachchiyar, who suceessfully
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contduetec the swil to the end, wcopted ore Ra -
swammi Tevar as ha sor, 11 whose tavour sl o 1o
signad her rirht {o becomo Sebu patr,

(18) Ramasuwamr Tovar rhag Vijaya Fighu-
ngent LBamasiwam! Scripenr (182 7). This princo cwd
m tho first year of Ins reagn and was suceocdod by
hig infant danghter Mangalisvarl Nachehyar.

(19) Mangalisiart Nacheliyay (1829-18 38 ).~
Mutiu Virayl Nachetuyar, the Rant’s grandimathenr,
and Muttu Sclle Tova maingoed the alfwrs ol the
stalo on behilf ol the Rant Setupaty, who mot with
an enily death.  She way succeeded by her 1ahfant
sigter Dorat Raja Nachohyar.

(20) Dorar Kojo Nachchiyar (1838 1845 ).~
Muttu Sella continued to act as manager, but s
management was nol approved of by the last [ndia
Company, to which several ehargos agamst hun
wero preervoll. The «stite was placod under the
Cowt ot Wards, and although the manager was
declared innocont aftor « tho ough i quiry, ho was
not entrusted with the control ot tho estate, wlnch
continued under the managowment of the Court of
Wards. Dorar Raja  Nachchiymr died w1844,
Fvon aftce tho death of the Rara, the Cowmt of
Wards eontimued to govern the estale 1ill Para-
vatuvardint Nachclnyar, tho wilo of Ramaswama
Setupali, was declared to be the lawlul propiieaess
of tho estate.

(21) Puwigvatvvardii  Nachehiyar (1346~
1868).~8he assumed the management of the ostate
in 1846. Bhe died mn 1808, leaving her adopted
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sor M tttu Ramal ne v Sctupat fo secced hier. Dun-
g her mancecemont ticre was much profracted
I tigation, wh ¢ch necessury 1ivolved the estato n
heavy debt,  Fven the peshkush fell into ariems
and aceumi ated,  Ponntswann Tovar, tlo son of
the adopled Setupati, managed the estate,

(22) Muttu Ramalvnge Sctupatr (1868-1873),—
When this prince assuwmed the management of the
cstate, he {ound that the debts of the estate had
alarmingly mereased., But he could devise no means
to get hunsell out of 1f.  The ostate was m dangor,
The English Government was, thercfore, compelled
to interfere  The estate was placed under attach-
ment by the Speeial Assistant Collector. In tho
yoar 1874 tho Setupati died suddenly, fevving two
minor sons, Bhaskara Sotupatt and Dmakaraswaini
Tovar.

(23) The formor, Bhaskara Setupaty, 15 now
the recogmzed propuetor of the esta.e, and the
noknowledgoed head of the Marava tiibe.*

Such 19 the ocarly history of the Setupatis,
interesting as showing the turbulent charactor of
thee Maravars as a class.  Besides the Setupali of
Ramnad, thew hereditary ruler, thore are m the
Tumovelly distriet mary Maravar landlords, de-
sco 1dants of the old pol g chuets, of good family
and congide *iblo propor.y, notably the Zamuidars
of Uthumala, dinpampaly, Urkid, Surander, Setur,

=k

g
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o Qowelly Tasly o dn ¢ f1es Vol 11 ¢
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Sivag 1, Manachr, Kudwubar, Avadipuram, Fali-
vankotar and Kollankondan  Bosides these thero
ato nunerous Mativar amilies who live quiotly and
peacsably on thon smll propertios,

The Mayravars {i rvmish noarly the wholo of the
village polico (kavilgars, watchunon), and aro at
the samo taimo tho puineipal burglars, 1obbors and
thieves of the Thwevolly distrmet.  Vory often tho
thiof and the wilchnan aro one and the saune
idividnal,  xeept on the principle of ¢ setting a
thiof to catch a thicl,” tlus appears an anomalons
atrangomont, but 1t 18 by no moeans confined to
Tinnecvelly.

The Maravars of tho present time, of courso,
rotain only a shadow of the powor which their
ancostors wielded wador the poligars, who .oni-
menced tho * kavil” systom. Siill the Marava of
to-day as a menbor of a casto which 14 moto
numerous and mfluential—as a man of superiov
physiquo and bold, indopondent spuaf, thiof and
robbcr, villago pohcomwm and dotoetive combined -
g an 1mmensge power m the Tnd,

There are tiroe classes of village police in tho
Tmmnevolly digtiier : .

(a) Taliyarws. These are the Government vile
lage police pmd by Governmoent at ratos rangiug
from Rs 2 to Rs. 4 per monsem from tho village-
cess fund lovied at the rate of 1 anna por rupee on
the land revenue assessmont.

(b) Kamlgars, Zammdars and Dovastanam vil-
Jage police. These veceive no vegular pay for their
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' foes and

gorvicos. Some recoive “‘gvabarbtam’
o nolumenis b ntorvals, othors onjoy ¢ manieoms”
ot “mmam” lands, which are sapposed to support
conntless rolations and conncetions termod * pun-
gahies,” while nearly all receive some payment in
kind at harvest.

(¢) Kudv Kawlgars, These are puvabe watehmen
emaployed by the villagers on thew own account for
the greater satety of thewr property. 'They are
usually paid m kind and on the understandmmg that
they retnrn an eoquivalent in value for anythmg
stolen. An agreoment to this effect 1s entered into
when the kudikavilgars are appomted; but ag they
have noithor a fund nor any means for making
such amends, the kudikavilgars resoit o depie-
cdations olsewhere to mecot the claims mado aganst
them, and thus one set of kudikawvilgars preys on
anothor, so on throughout the distmet till the
system hag become a veribablo curse to the pooples,
who aro afraid to gob md of thewr nominal protector s
lost they should be plundered wholesalo.

It 18 thus estimated that a very large proportion
of the Maravar population 18 intimately associated
witl? thoe “ kavid ” systewn i the Tnevolly district,
and, as the three classes of villago watchmen are
generally more or loss related or connected with
each other, they have immense power for good or
evil. In Tmnevelly tho kudi kavilgars are i many
cases owthor directly or mdirectly the emmmals of
the distmet, and the difficulty of detecting crime
committed by them 1s greatly enhanced owing to
tho widespead relationship beiween them and tho
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taliyuies and kwilgars wao, exeept wlete spibo or
onmity cxists, will 1 ever marn aate o1 e wot wr,

With reeard to the orizi of the M wavarg iy has
been observed with refororco to the Kallar class
that they, with tho Kalars and Aa nbadiyars, are
mytl ologically frwced to Indir (the king ol Lndu
gods): thote however oxisty amo 2 thon a pietur-
osquo tradition to the cffect that, m consequenso ol
then assisting Ranme 11 luy wau agamst tho demon
Révana, that caty exprossod his g atilude wi I tho
Tam Lword ¢ Mavrdvon ' (o@pQeenr), “1 wil over
forget,” w d that they have ever s neo been ealled
“ Maravarg ”’ Buab with more prohabili y the word
may be con cotea with “rratam” (ppw), whicl
moans kilhing, leiocity, bravery and the hlke, as
incheativo of theu protession ng robbers and thioves,

Some of t ot custo ny are pocultvt, o in-
slar ce, cousms on (ho lather s mide moay mber nawt y,
a habi, cobrary o the genmal i d t asage,

Dwoter 18 cady and  requon vud widows may
romdalry,

The Maravars won Shon bhuae excoed ngly ong
and, like tho Kllars, both sexes hige heavy ¢rna-
monty on thoie eary, thereby lengthoaing thoir 1¢hes
gevoral inchos; tho cars of tho wormoen are some-
tines so onormously olongadad t at they rost 1 pon
tho nock  The men eschew the turban, the nat mnl
covoring for tho hoad, and m 1bs placoe tie a cloth
round then heads. Lheir features me guite di Tarent
from thnse of the 1ac0s and {ribes m thoeir noighl, our-
hood, 'They are t1li, woell made, and of somoewlal
sbrikit g physiuque.
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Tho Maravars ato oasentially a ¢ gottlod” race,
and, as beforoe stated, are almost entirely confined to
tho distriels of Madura and Tinnevelly. Thoy aro,
howovor, to bo found i small sottlements in Tanjore,
Trichinopoly aud the Coimbalore districts, where in
limoes of scarcily thoy are said to have migrated and
takeon cmploymont as labowcrs under land-holders.
In the Tanjore cistrict they are largely employed
ag cart-drivers.

Disguises are not adopted by thom when commit-
ting crime.  They are especially addictod to dacoity,
robbory, buiglary and cattle-hfting, Tho women
occagionally commit catile thofts themselves, but,
ag a rule, aro only mstiumontal in the disposal of
stolon proporty, which they convey n thowr market-
ing baskots to the village Komat:i. Natoolkottai
Chotties are among their chief roceivers, The Mara-
vars do nol practise tatooing like tho Kallars.

Thoir primeipal dety is “Alagar Swami® and, like
tho Kallars, they 1ecognize the hoad of this {tomplo
ag their spirrtual pastor and mastor. A portion of
tho spoil 18 dedicated to this shrine, and the oath of
allegiance to ““Alagar Swami” 18, as in tho case of
othar classos recognizing tlhus deivy, very bindig.

Men and women indulge largely mn liquor and
tobacco, and many are opum-eaters. Gambling is
a favourite pagtime

Ahambaliyars.

The Maravars and the Ahambadiyars infprmarry
and have for the most part the same customs and
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habits, Tho formoer, howovoer, oceupy a gsomowhat
higher soclal posilion, and arc more numercus thau
the latter, who are lor tho most part houschold
gorvanty, poor ryots and farm labourors,
Thoy are dividod inte three branchog—

(1) Ahambadiyars.

(2) Raja-bdsha Ahambadiyars.

(3) Kottri~pattu Ahambadiyavs.
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Tul, Pariair orn Panuivax Trizuos.

Tur loeal eriminala throughont, the presidency i all
villages arc the Pariahs, and, though they cannot
be considoved de facfo a eriminal tribe, yot a very
large proportion of the criminals of the presidency
are of this caste, notable among them being the
Vépir Pariahs of South Arcot.

Tho following acecount of the Pariah or the
Pareiyan fribe is takon from Dr, Sherring’s Hnduw
Tribes and Oastes, chaptar 11, volume 11T ;-

““ The common dosignation of these tribes in
Tamil is * Parah' or ¢ Pavciyan” in Telugn is
* Maln,” in Canarcse is ‘Iloha,’ in Malayalam is
¢ Polinr,” and in Mahratil 18 ¢ Dhdd)

“ Thoy arerogarded by the Brahming as defilmg
thoir progseonce and are not allowed to dwell in
villagea inhabited by IMindug, but hive in  their
outskirts, ''hoy perforin servico of a very menial
character, and, althongh much despised, aro an ex-
coodingly uscful people. In thar own cstimation
thop constitute a fifth groat caste in contia-~distinc-
tion to tho four indu castes,

“ formorly those tribes were in a condition of
slavory to tho superior castes,  ‘ There were,” says
Dr Cornish, ©fifteon spocics of slaves recognized,
numely -

(1) Thoso born of slavoes.
(2) Those pmchased Lor a prico,
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(3) Those found by chance.

(4) Slaves by descont,

(5) Thoso fed and kept alive in times of famino.

(6) Those givon up as a pledge for monoy
boriowod.

(7) Those binding thomselvos for moncy bor-
rowed.,

(8) Those captured in baitle.

(9) Those unablo to pay gamblng dobts.

(10) Thoso becoming slaves by thoir wish.

(11) Apostates from a religion.

(12) Slaves for a limited poriod.

(13) Slaves for subsistonco.

‘14) Those who for lovo of slavo womon became

slaves.

(15) By voluntary salo of hiberty.

““ Of those fiftoon desaiptions of slaves, tha fivat
fom could never obtain thow Liberty without tho
gongent of thow owners,  "ho othor Iauds of slaves
might obtain thowr freedom undor stipulatod cone
diticns, No Brahmin could over bo subjectyd to

ey 1
L |

slavary

The Pariahs are a dark-skinned roce, caling
every spocies of food, hardworkimg, thriving,®yet
intengoly ignorant and debased. In public passangor
boatd & Pamah dare not show his faco, and in Qovoriia
ment: schools or schools holped with public monoy
their case 18 vory much thoe samo. ‘Tho Madras
Presidency containg noarly five millions of those
industréons and contemned peoplo m nearly equn
proportions of the two sexes.  Thoy are most numer-
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oug in Chingloput and South Arcol, where they
comprise 20 per cont of the Hindu population.

Theso tribes pursue many kinds of oceupalion,
A considerable number are agricultural labourers.
Othors are scrvants, village watchmen, workers n
leather, scavongers and so foith., Their halnts are
low: they have a lax idea of the marriage tie, and
most of them are addicted to intemperance. For
the most part they are worshippers of demons and
local deities. 'They belong to the * right hand”
castes, of which, in the periodical disputes which
oceur, thoy aro among the principal supporters,
especially i opposition to tho Pallans, a low agri-
cultural people.

They live 1n the pareichary, a quartor set apart
for thomselves on the outskirts of villagoes.

In regard to tho orgin of the Pariahg, Dr.
Caldwell considerg that tho balance of evidence 1s
in favour of their being Dravidians., ¢ Neverthe-
loss,” ho romwks, “the gupposition that they be-
long to a different race, that thoy are descendoed
fiom the true aborigines of the ecountry, a race
oldor than the Dravidians thomselves, and that they
wort reduced by the first Dravidians to servitude
is not doestituto of probability.” Ilo mentions the
traditions, that the Canareso Pariahs wore once an
independent, people, and that tho Tamil Parviahs
wore formerly tho most distinguished caste in the
country. 1o also states that in cortain parts the
Pamahd onjoy poculiar privileges, espoelally,at reli
gious festivals, '
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The slrongest argumoent whh Dre Culdwoll snyy
cat bo wdducod m favour of thowr pro-Duvidiwm
origin 18 “{lhat the unattonal name ot Tamtlung,
Malayilis, Kannadis, &e., is withheld lrom thom by
bhoe wsns foquende ol tho Dravidian language and
conferrod oxelnaivoly npon tho highor castes.  When
a pergon 18 callod a Tamiran or Tamilian, 1% 18 meant;
that he 18 noithor a Brahmin nor a member of any
of tho mferior castes, but a Diavidian Sudra. As
none of tho lower castes are evor denoted by this
national name, 1 would scom to be imphed that
they do not belong to the nation, but, like tho
Tamil.gpeaking Brahmins and Muhammadans, to a
difforent 1ace.

Mrv. Nelson in his Manual of Madu e gives o
complete account of these interesting though do-
graded tribos, 1t s as {ollows :—

(1) Valluve Paiciyan.

The Valluvang are by fur tho most 1espeetablo
of the Parinhs, masmuch as they act as * pilrdy”
or spiribual pastors to the obthors; and cannob bo
roproached {o the samo oxtont as othor Pariahs on
account of tho filthiness of thoir lhives and habhis.
T Valluvan, tho colebrated Tamil poot, belonged
to thig famly.

(ii) Thatha Parayan,

These ofton wander about ag religious boggm g
of the Vaishnava soct, and subgist ontirely on ahms
given to tlhiem by all clagses ol poople.
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(iit) Tangaldne or Tonda Parcyumn,

This 19 perhaps the most mumerons group, and,
with tho exception of tho Valluvéns, the most re-
gpoctablo. Thoy aro usually omployed as cultivators
and prodinl slaves; but most of them are petty
nadors, arvisans, domesvic servants, horse-keepors

and the like.
(iv) Dwichdly Payeiyan.

The Durchélis ave swd to bo distingaished from
othors ag being oaters of frogs, mussels, jackals, &e.

(v) Thya Pareiyan,

This t1be belongs properly to Malabar.

(v1) Marasw Parciyan.

"These play on o kind of tom-fom.

(vii) Ambu Pareiyan.

The Ambus, ag tho namoe implies, live properly
by hunting wild aniwals with bow and srrow,  They
aet as shikiivies {0 zamindarg or landowners and

» ¢ . ‘
others whoen ongagoed 1n hunting 1n the jungles.

(vin) Vadaga Parciyan.

The Vadagas holong properly to the ''elugn
country and to tho Vaishnava sect, and aro said to be
hippoph: gists.  Thoy aio olten employed as palan-

koon bheaters. -
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(1x) Aliya Parciyan.

Theso appear to bo a tribe whoso solo pecul ity
congists m addiessing their fathers by the titlo of
“ Aloi” and thow mothors by that of «“ Aln.”  Many
ot them are employed n dregsing sking tor oxpot t-
abion, &a,

(x) Valei Pareiyan.

The Valeis, as their name imphos, live properly
by notting birds and works of a similar naturo.

"

(x1) Vottiudn Iareiyan.

The members of this Liibe proporly boat fom-
toms and act as undertakers at luncrals,  Uhey also
attend as tom-lom boators whon othor coremonios
aro performed, and cke out a hving by hawking
goods and doing odd jobg of v ons kinds.  Homao
of them ave to be found in overy laigo v llago, hone
gorvicos being indigpongably nocessa y o whearovor
Hindus live in numbot s.

(x1i) Koliya Dareiyan.

Thoeso woave cloths of a coarse description.,
»
(xit1) Perum Parclyan.

The Porums aro & botior sorl of Pariahs, om-
ployed principally as gontlomen’s servants, &e.

(xiv) Figdhs,
The, gilis aro washormen by profogsion  As
thoy wash only for Paniahs and havo to handle tho
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filthiost and most disgusting of rags, the contomypt
with which thoy arc regarded can bo readily under-
stood.

(xv) Tamila Parevyan.

These are usually morchants, and are regarded
as men of some substance and respectability.

(xvi) Kudi DPillei,

Barbers who shave Pariahs. Their occupation
must be a most unpleagant one, and they are viewed
with special abhorience.

(xwnii) DPola Parewyan.

These make mats and baskets, &e., of bamboo,
rushes, osiers and similar mateorials.

(xvin) Tavalei-tinnum Pareiyan.

So called because they eat f1ogs. Possbly thig
i3 only a local namo of the Durchil tmbe.

(xix) Mammal-Kddei-tinnum Pareiyan.
=
Taters of the mannal-kidel, a large, coarse kind

of frog, or toad, which burios itself dcep m the soil.

(xx) Aruttn Katiatha Pareiyan.

So called because their widows are not allowed to
remarry. Tho obgervance of this high caste custom
causes thom 1o bo somewhab 1espocted, .
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(xx1) Heoye and Ammar Pareiyan,

Those are m Lho habit of addresging 1hpn fithorg
and mothors by these two titloy 1espectavoly.

(xxu1) Tolte Puicijun.

The Totlg are tound m overy willago. They
are tho village scavengere and messengors, and a
eertain number of ihom aro paid for then gorvices
by Govoinmont,.

(xx111) Oltaga Karamn.

Spinners of cotion thread. When woik iy slack,
thoy 111l the soil and do othoer kinds of work.

(xx1v) Koltaga Karan.

Mogtly rough-riders and grooms,

(xxv) Sankeu Perciyan,

Wear gholls on the lolt wry, and aro tho oby
roadily distinguished.  Thoy blow conchos (lmgo
shells) at coremonicy, and do various kinds of work,

( xxvi) Solngn Kulty Paieiyan.

Lave ehiefly by winnowing paddy and othor kimds
of gram,

(xxvit) Advippr Kuran,
Thoso wash gand for pold where gold iy pro-
curablo, It 18 said thal thoy fnd very mnumuto

puriioles of the procious moinl in the Veigai, but not
% o] *
- guflicient abundanco to ropay than exorlions,
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(xxvin) Saliya Parevyan.

Generally hawkoers of cheap warcs.

(xxix) Uppareiyan.
Scavongers.

' (xxx) Malei Pareiyaen,

Hall Pariahs, a trbe cultivating Iands on the
Palani and other Ills, The Virupikshi Paleiya~
karan (poligar} sottled a number of Pamahs,
Polotyans and others of the lowest caste on the
Palanis about two hundred and filty years ago, and
80 laid the foundations of the present colony.

There are many other tribes of Pariahs, but thaose
miven above are among the moest numerous and
impottant.  As a class, they are composed of abo-
Memal races Interminglod more or legs with ont-
oistos of various tribes, who havoe from tiune to time

joined thoeir ranks.

Virgr Pantang,

The Vptu Pariahs bolong to the Sanku or Pannai
Parciyan trbe.  Thowr omgin is said to be as

fgllows i—
The was armm portion of Vriddhdchalam taluk,

known ag * Kohpabtn,” formerly contained 72 vil-
lagos under tho conirol of poligars, having under
them bandg of Paiiahs as reotainors and employed
as kavilgarg or waichmon, Those increased, and in.
courge of time waore disbanded and took to depyn-
dalions, and are now rocognized as the fhioves and

robbers of that part of tho country.,
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They are chicfly found m tho lollowing 25
lnges of the Vriddhdchalam taluk . —

A —Vepar Station Limits.

1. Vépir. 7. Katnumanlore,
2. Siruncsaloio. 8 Maullovmaodu.
3. Pullore. 9. Suuags ppam.
4. Thoudakuruehi. 10 Kal ithoe.

5. Navigove. 11, Bepikkam,

6. "Theruppayar 12, Pulumbadi,

I Sétheam Station Limals,

13. Sathiam. 6. V wmnathoro.
14. Kothanur. 17. Nagar.

15, Nallore.

C.  Tholuthore Station Linits.
18. Podaryoro. 19, Athanathun.

Do~ Pennadain Station L,

vii-

20. Thinumalupikkam., 21, Nanth mangalam.

B~ Mangalore Station Lianils,

22, Pasar, 24, Poyaplds,
23. Peruppliklam,. 20, M wmed'oto.

&

Thoeso Paral 8 who, hiom the'r ernnmal habils,

have parned the appellation ol “Thhruitn™ or
thieving Pariahs slill owo thowr lloginwe o tho

descondants of tho polignis of Poerranvsalorvo, Kubs
tennaryilore and Mangalore of the Vriddhdchalum
taluk. They have largely corruptod other clossos
of Parmahsliving m neighbourmg parvowcharies, and

a large criiminal population has sprung nto exislence,
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Thoy ato, as a rule, sottled, but oceasionally make
proditory exemdions mto neighbeuing villagos and
mto {he Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Salem and Norih
Arcot districts ; they however chiofly confine them-
tolves to thowr own partioular locahtios  Cultivation
19 their ostensible moans of livelihood, and they
usnally own a fow acres of dry land ; but these lands
are mcapablo of providing an adequate living for
tho membors of their lammlies; thoy are avorse to
labow lor cooly unless as a means of getfing -
formalion Iikely to bo of uso to #hem mn a criminal
undortaking. Burglaiy, theft and occasionally da-
cowly aro thewr real means of lhvelihood, Burglary
ospocwrlly 13 adopied as a profession, and 1n this
mote of ciime thoy are adepts, Dark and rainy
nights aro chosen, and a party staris off in various
duections, usually confining s operations to within
n radius of about 30 milos from them settlemonts.
Thoetr halnts a1e 9o woll known to the inhabilants
of surtounding villages, that they mvariably apply
to those Patiahs for the rostoration of their property
on the mwndorsianding that thoy pay an adequate
propoi bion, usnally aboub 25 por ¢xnt of the value,
Tdus 15 tormed ¢ Malladikdih” {gparorgasei), In
somo casos Lho ovortwoes are mado by vitlage hoad-
moen, and genorally by somo rospoctable willager.
Tho law’s doluys, voxation n attondanco at magis-
iratos’ conrls, tho difficultios of detoction, and above
all the ancortainty of tho issue of tho coase combine
to offor strong inducomonts to tho ignorani rustic
who has been rolwved of his property to accept
choorfully thig practico of ** black mal.”
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Thoso * thieving” Pariahs have thomr recotvors
and pitrons m many large centros of tho nHoath
Arcot, Trichinopoly and S lom d st jels o 1ong bho
Roddy and Malaniw ecastes, aid a ¢ froquoatly
omployed by them for tha puapose of wio kg

"

vongeance on thoir onemios.
Thoy assume digguwses when on thow predatory

excursions, dressing like easte Ilindus, and ocea-
gionally as Brahmins: thoy gain ad mssion to casto
chuttrums, ealing houses and the live, and pass
themaselves oif as fradors 1 eattle.  As sheop and

cattle stoalors, thoy are notorious.
Burglary ig usaally commitiod 1 tho following

Ways ; —
(a) By widoning tho spaco bobween tho wall

and tho caves of the roof (evévay).

() By making a hole uear tho bolt of the
door sufliciontly largo to wdimil ol @ mw’s wni bo ug
imtroducod (T'he ¢ buglos ” opory 10n).

(r) By making a holo wnder the door frame
and passing in & youth of diniwbive size.  Thiy 19
thelr favourite mothod,

The implemont nged by thom 19 ¢ ulled the ¢ arasu
kuchi:” 1t is somewhal similar {o a plongh-shago,
about 8 inches long.  Usually about 6 nion ongago
in theso undertakings: as goon ay ontrance 18 ol-
focted, a free moans of exit is made, and two of tho
men eitor, thoir comiados romunmg congealod
oulaide to 1cceive tho spoil-—brass pois, clol s,
boxes suspoctod of containing property and the lil o;
these arc Spoedily passod out Lo the confodorates,
and ocoasionally jowels worn by slooping womoen
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and childien are vemoved: thns is, however, only
dttomptod when the thief is consideroed proficiont.
Should one of these Pariahs get mto trouble, the
“ Malamais ™ ongagoe counsel for their defenco and
pay tho necessary fecs. NMhe ** Malamar™ women
take a pronunent part in transactions regarding
stolen property thoy supply the Pariahs with the
necessarics of life m advance and receive stolen
property m veturn. 1L is ssad thab close intimacy
oxists betwoen thoe ¢ Malamar™ fomales and the

Patiahs.
As among olher criminal classes the * Vépur”

Paiinhs observo omens aud postpone their expedi-
tions for a soason should the omens be unfavourable,

Bach famly of Puriabs has its own special deity ;
tho majority, howover, are devoted followers of
“ Manjappa Swamr.”

"Thew priosts are the Thatha Pariahs, a clasy of
Valluvag, who lovy taxes, &c., on their followors and
lrave tho power of oxcommunication from caste.

Tho ““ kavilgar ” system prevails among them s
the hoadnranr of a family, whose experience onlitles
him to rospect, i3 employed as kavilgar or waichman
of the village and recotves as remuneration 12 annas
per mensem from cawch houschold, together with
somo graan.  These Lavilgars, or properly speaking
¢ Rudi Kavilgars,” are responsible that thetts ave
not committed m the village, or il such occur, for
thoir dotection; it iz on tho principle of *¢ setling
a thiel to cately o thiof.” These elders are usually
rocognizod a4 hoadmen and preside al punchayets,

casie ceremomeos and the hike.
[ |
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CIIAPTLR XIIL.
GINPRAL

Besions the criminal classes already doseribed, thoro
aro sealtered over tho various districls of tho pro<i-
dency othors who are repuled to be of ciimindl
halnts : these have local apellations some aro
nomads and others settled. In Conubatore and
Madura distiicts thore aro tho Vahahs, who are a
setlled clags possossing land: they are dividod mnlo
throe branches, viz,

(1) Karumbara Valinh,

(M) Valoovaddy Valial..

(¢) Sarangoo Valiah.

The Sarangoo Valiahg are found chiofly in Lho
Madura dwstrict.  Thoy are, ag thoir namo inchientoes,
snarors of gamo, from “vald,” & not. Thoy aro
chicfly ad licted to burglay,

The Dundasis of Ganjam employed as villagro
watchmon or ¢ Kuttubadies,”

The Thathars and Thotiymr s aro nomadic tribey,
found prmeipally in tho Madma digtiiet. .

Intormation 18 wanfing of tie pocular habits
and customs of theso tibes s thoy, howover, do not
tako a prominent place among tho cruninals of tho
presidency, and when crimo among them has hocomo
a necossity, thoy confine thomselvos entively to the
localitios 1n which they have settled.
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FAKIR COINERS.

Tar tollowing account of Fakir Cowners is taken from
Mazor Grunthorpe’s Notes on Orimnal Thibes; these people
are frequoitly fonnd throughout the presidency, and the
.valuable 1nformation afforded by Major Gunthorpe will be
found useful to those who have to deal with these posts.—

“Thiy 18 a class of fakirs (Muhammadans) who are by
profession manufactuiers and utberevs of counterfeit coin.
They come from Goolbuigha and 1ts nelghbourhood and the
Sholapore district  Their ‘pir’ and precoptor lives »b
Satul Doodnee near Goolburgha. They wear beads round
their necks, and their names invariably end with ¢ Shah,’
thus ‘ Unen Shah * and * Kadur £hah, ’ and their costume 18
the same ms that of the ordnary fakir. Hmduostam is
spokon with & strong Cansvese accent and m the usual fakir
style Inaddiessing women ‘ Mer’ (mother) and men ‘ Dato’
1s uttered 1 a more than ordinarily cringir g manner, 'Tho
country is traveirsed by small gangs of from two to six, and
boys, as a rule, accompany them  The Deklun, tho Central
Provinces and Berar aro the parts most fiequented., Their
homos are loft in the begmmmng of the cold season, and the
commencement of the monscon generally secs them back,
Thoy put up at placos usually fiequonted by fakns, ab
‘saints’ tombs or m fakirs’ houses mn the viemity of towns
o1 villages. The boys who accompany them are, as a rule,
used for passing the false rupees. Womoen never accompany
them, All their goods and chattels are carriod by thema
selves. When questioned as bto the class of fakus to
which thoy belong, the 1eply 18 o the Mudareo class
Whon arvested thoy exh hib no fear, hut koep on prolestng
that they aro poor méhdicants. "
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““ The mode adopted for passing the counterfeit coin 18
al nost mvatiably the same: the victims selecled are gener-
i lly women. 'The fakir, or one of the boys, says he has &
number of coppers and 1s willing to give 17 or 18 annas tor
tl o rupee, and that, being stiangers to tho part of the
conntry, they do not know the correct chango, The offer 18
aceoepbed, The coppors are counted oab and the r1apee 18
asked for. 'laking 1t m his hand the man dexterously
cl anges 1t, subsbtituting a counterfeis, and ab once says
the rupee 18 bad and he cannot take it; the wictim, nob
suspocting anything, either offers anmother, which 13 also
traated 1n the same way, and 8o on until no more genuine
onos are remamning, and the fakir gathers up his change,
or, m the first instance, takes up his coppers and paisses on,
One of these men has heen known to pass no less than
eleven counterfert 1upees into & tanda of Bungaras (Lum-
bidies) in one day. These coiners pass greal quantities of
folse vuws durlug their peregrmations. Large fawrs are
much resorted to for the purpose, and it is curious how
rately they are detected.

‘“ The implements used for the manufacture of base coin
ars simple. A mould of emith, an iron spoon, a pmr of
pincers and a small kmife constitute the lob, Tho mould
i3 made of a lnd of enrth called by them ‘Siddee Pait
Mattee,” This is pounded very fine and worked to a pro-
por consistency with wabter., A rupee is coverod with this
prapared earth and well pressed on all sides, and, to take
the impiession better, it 18 further tappod all ronnd with a
flab preco of wood. A cut is then wade through it golng
alcng the edge of the rupes and & small hole mads in the
side of the mould, wedge shaped, to admit of the melted
metal being poured in. A maork 's also made across the
cub mentioned above to admit of the mould being coriectly
fixed when ready. The lump of clay is now wrapped over
with several layers of rag. A thick coating of clay is pub
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.
over this agam and the whole lump 1 pub in the fie.

When the mould 18 considered sufliciontly biked, the outer
layor of clay and the rags are removoed, the mould oponed,
ard tho rupue taken out, and it is complete The two
picces are put fiogothor and molled substauce porred o
(this 19 geucrally powter) ; the talse 1upeo 1 taken out s d
perfoected by the hand with tho small knife, and 19 then
ready for passing. The manufacture of false coin is canned
on in lonely places, generally 1n junglo or waste lands.
Counterfoit com 18 carnied 1 the lungotes woin by two
or threo of each gang (the passers). The pockuts for hold.
ing the rupees fo the 1uner side of the front pait of the
lungotoe under the {ront flap and tied very tightly.

““On a man beng searched, the lungotee 13 undone
fiom the back and allowed to hang down 1 {ront, the mner
purt, bomng hidden by tho front flap, escapes nntico

““ These people always possess a leather bag, in which,
on tho march, thoy carry thewr commmg mmplements, andin
addition some ot tho fine earth, loose, and some wlite metal.

“Whon halted all the imploments a1e buried i the
neighbourhood of their resting-place  Whese {ikirs may
readily bo recognized by their extromely cringing munner
and by their Canareso aecent,

““I'ho only time all thewr imploments are with thom s

when on & jowinoy {f1cm place to placo
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APPENDIX II.
PROFLSSIONAL POISONERS,

Tuxr following interesting account of * Professional Poi-
soners >’ by Major Gunthorpe in his Notes on Ornuminal
Tribes 18 reprodnced ap unhappilly cases of professional
poisoning are known to ogeur m this presidency, and the
mformation afforded by Major Gunthorpe is Iikely to prove
of great use to officers in deelng wath this diabolical

crime  —
““ A class of erime hag sprung up in recent years, which

is becoming very prevalent. Professional poisoners, who
practise theiwr diabolical calling of drugging or posonming
travellers and then robbing them, have been known 1o east
m India for ages past, and still do exist, though happly to
s much less degres; but the poisoning of cartmen for the
sake of the cart and bullocks is & crimo of recent growth.
This class of poisoming is commbted by both Ilindoos and
Muhammadans, and is followed as a profession by thoso
who have taken to it, though it i3 a matier for congratulation
that, as far as at present 18 known, they are not of any
orgamzation. Seemingly afraid to 1mpart the seciet to any
accomplice, they almost invariably go about singly and
carry on thewr demomascal purswits alone; in very OXCL P~
tional cases two or even three have been known to have been
associated together for the purpose

‘“ Liest they might be discoveied, thoy never romain long
in one paib of the country, but are continually on the move,
After committing thiee or four murders mn, say, a rading of
one hundred miles, they decamp and betake themselves to
fiesh fields many miles off, and do not revimit the original
part till el mberval of some years has passed, and cmb
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owners and drivers have forgotion the fito that bofell some
ol thoun brethren, and beeu lulled into & sense of sceninty,

“The poison employod 18 ‘arsenic’ and sometunes
‘datura.)  Aftor disposing of the driver, the ca tand bullocks
are takon to somoe dwbtant market and sold by the md ol
unsuspocting commiszion agenfs for the sake of a small
columisvion,  So cunmng me these potsoners that they wall
raroly venture thomselves mto the market, The systom ou
which these professionals work 18 such ag never to arouse
sugpicion i tho mands of the unsuspicious cart owneis and
diivers, the moident adopted boimng of every day ocourrence
1 the connhy. ,

“ The poisoner, dressed m good clothes and passing
himsolf off as a morchant travelling with the object
purchasing gran or cotion, arrivey a stranger in a village or
town and puis up m a Sorm. Represmbmg that he hns
some heavy business transactions to carly on in some distani,
grain or oolton mmlot, and that he is dosirons of huing
cart and pair of bullocks to tako him thore. he 18 soon
offmod what he ioquuites by willing hirers of wvehieles.
Ilavimg solootod tho best, o bargain isstruck for conveyanco
tho whole way, a small snm 13 pard down 1n advance, and
an understanding armvod ab that the balanco shaell be paid
on arvival at the destination., The owner of tho cart s
asked to accompany the morchant, and m the ¢vent of h &
exprossing hig inability to do so, a very trustworthy driva
13 ﬂﬁkﬂd for. Thus 1f will be obseived everything is dona
to Ill suspicion. On tho journey the driver and lus fare
becomo very friendly, and shounld caslo prejudices not inter
foro, they foed togothor, if tluis cannolb bo, tho seeming y
kind moerchant oceasionally gives his unsuspecling victim
sweobmeants This fambariby between dmver and fare 15 g
comrmon oceurrence in India

“ A smilable distanco from the driver’s housp boing at-
tained, an opportunby is soized to admunistor potson

either food or swectmonts,
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“On symptum; of the pogon taking effect appearing,
the poor fellow, with many expressions of commiseiation
at being takon so suddenly 1ll, 18 helped mto the cart and
asked to lie down, and 18 carried on, the potsoner dryving
the cart himself. On reaching a lonely spot the vietim, 1f by
this time dead, is diagged out by means of a prece of cord
fiom tle cart fastened round the neck, and the body 1s cast
on the rond side orinto an adjoining field. If the action
of the porson has been slower than desiied, another dose 1n
water 18 administered as medicine, the poor wretch, half
dead, never suspecting foul play at the hands of his kind (?)
friend, or if this 13 not done, he 1s either strangled
forthwith by means of a piece of cord, or he is dragged
out and hig brain dashed out with the nearsest stones. This
lnst co rse is, however, rately resorted to. When the victim
has died outnght fiom the effects of poison, or has heen
strangled, some of these poisonors get rid of the corpse at
once ; otheis, again, cairy 1t about covered by a sheet or
dhotee asif the man were asleep, keeping clear of villages
(the more bold, not even bemmg so cautious) until decom-
position begins to seb in, when 1t 13 disposed of as ahicady
stated The renson assignerd for keeping the body 1s Lhat,
once decomposition sebts in, 1t goes on so rapidly, that
there 18 no chance, hy the time the body 13 discovered, of
its being kept for recogmition. In some instances cloths
are lef, on the corpse, and in others, to avoid identifi-
cation, they are burnt, and not a smgle arficle, exthgy of
clothing or jewellery 18 left on the body by which 1t san
bo 10cognized,

‘“ Another mode of disposing of the corpse, and con-
sidored by some of these demons the safest, 13 to lay 1t oub
under a tieo by the roadside at night in a sloeping attitude
with all clothes on and covered with a sheet or dhotee, to
make belioge some stranger (a wayfaror), had Iauin down an i
died from fatigne or disease, Bodws thus found do nob
excite suspicion in the minds of the village authorities, ag
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they are found in a nstural position " A report is made
accordingly to the police, who also agree, the mombers of
the inquest aigo thwk 1t s nothing unusuwal a verdich of
‘died from natnval causes’ 19 recorded, and tho body 19
duly bunied Murders are seldom committed i {ho same
distriet 1n which the cart and bullocts hkave boen hned
Not many yeais ago o notorrous poisonsr of this stamp was
captured by accident, who confessed to no less than eigltecn
deaths by his own hands, sud gloated over the rceount-
wig of each case. This nusereant was a Mohammaden and
carried the poison 1n a silver charm tied on to his aim

¥
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