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FOREWORD

*
This volume endeavors to present from the American

viewpoint the economic, social, political and religious
situation in India. No attempt is made to treat Indian
history except where the historical seiting adds clarity
to the presentation of modern movements, The war is
taken as a starting point because by a peculiar combina-
tion of circumstances it brought India to the thresh-
old of her national desire.
. It was my privilege to reside in India during that por-
tion of Lord Curzon’s régime when the partition of Ben*
gal precipitated the extreme nationalisi agitation, A
tew years later a trip to Great Britain gave opportunity -
for inquiries concerning Indian movements from the
standpoint of British administratipn. It was again my
fortune to visit India at the time of the recent govera-
mental tour of investigation conducted by Flon. E, S.
Montagu, the present Secretary of State, The demand
for Home Rule, coupled with India’s vast and effective
participation in the world war, made this a particulatly
opportune time to gain fresh and vivid impressions,
Obligation must be acknowledged {o the Jlong list of
atithorities on India. Likewise to friends who as gov-
ernment officials, missionaries, and Indian gentlemen, rep-
resenting the Christian, Findu, and Mohammedan com-
munities, have helped interpret the spiril of this land of
ancient charm and marvelous future. Special gratitude
is due Mrs, Williams for her efficient collaboration in re-
search and in the preparation of the manuscript,

FRED B. FISHER.

New York,
January, 1910. :
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INDIA’S SILENT REVOLUTION

1

INDIA AT TIIE CROSS ROADS

OgscurE and uncertain, the perpetual process of adjust-
ment between East and West looms in the background
of every effort to secure a basis for permaneni wdrld
peace. India, involved in any potential balance of power
in Asia emerges from a dilemma within the British Em-
pire to claim world attention and significance,

Pan-German and Pan-Islam are familiar terms,
Since 1905 there has been an embryonic Pan-Asia whieh
could easily assume formidable proportions, In the long
succession of civilizations, this is the white man's day.
Ethnologists prophesy that the next may be the brown
matt’s. A glimpse of the Orient, a sense of the plodding
patience of China’s millions, and the aggressiveness of
the Japancse gives the traveler a vivid consciousness of
such a possibility, It is not surprising that the dark-
skinned races, rebelling against the subtle sense of supe~
riority which the white race feels and shows, should look
forward to turning the tables,

This hope, as alluring and deeply rooted as the will-
to-live itself, received an unexpected fillip in 1896 when
Abyssinia’s victory over Italy gave Oriental troops their
first taste of dominance over the whites for at least three

centuries. In 19og5 came more emphatic confirmation of
I
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this dawning power when Japan won victories over Russia
both on land and sea. Ever since the Oriental world has
carried itself with a certain jauntiness because of a new
hope in its heart. Their books and speeches make fre-
quent reference to these victories. They never forget
them.

Japhn is recognized as the moving spirit in any Pan-
Asia movement., She took the occasion of the war to
seize German territory in China. For this she has been
both criticized and praised according to the viewpoint of
the observer, It amounts to the same thing whether we
accept Japan's Twenty-one Demands as a sincere effort
to~work out a Japanese Monroe Doctrine which should
protect China from the aggression of the western world,
or whether we believe that Japan is scheming to control
China as a first step in vast imperialistic dreams, The
Pan-Asia movement has grave significance in either case.

“. Asia’s goo million, or even China’s 400 miilion, mar-
shalled by Japan’s more aggressive 55 millions, would
constitute a formidable opponent to the 500 millions of
Europe and the United States combined. In this align-

"ment India literally holds the balance. India’s 300 mil-
lions subtracted leaves Asia only 600 million. Added
to Europe and the United States it gives them 8oo
million.

Atlases list India as part of Asia. India’s datker skin,
her Oriental customs and habits of thought, as well as
her geographical position place her in Asia. But the
fundamental fact remaing that India is of Aryan stock
like ourselves. The blood, ancestry and inheritance of
India is as far removed from the Mongolian as is our
own, If blood really tells, there is no intherent reason
why India should cast in her lot with Asia.
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Max Muller, perhaps the most conspictous among
scholars who have devoted their attention io India, wrote,
“ Even the blackest Hindu represents an earlier stage of
Aryan speech than the fairest bLandmawan "

The Encyclopedia defines Aryan as “a word with
dignified associations by which the peoples helonging to
the eastern section of the Indo-Furopeans were proud
to call themselves.” Latest researches show that the
oldest domiciles of the Indo-ILuropeans or Aryans werc
probably in the steppe country of southern Russia.®

The Imperial Gazeteer, final authority on 41l scienlific

facts affecting India, in a chapter on the ethnology of
the country, says: “ Compared with the rest of Asia.
India may he described as mainly an area of long-headed
people, separated by the Himalayas and its oftshoots
irom the Mongolian country where broad-headed types
are more numerous than anywhere else in the world,’
v (7. Lowes Dickinson in his essay on the Orient, al-
though he argues that Indian culture is more remote
from the western than that of any other eastern country,
also says, ' Between India on the one hand and’ China
or Japan on the other, there is as great a diffcrence as
between India and any western country,” *  The contrast
he finds is between India and the rest of the world. Ile
afhrms that ** the Vedas refllect an attitude toward life
similar to that of the western Aryans,” ®

East of Turkey and Arabia, and southwest of China,
India is geographically a part of Asia. But the deter-

1 ¥ Biographies of Words,” p. 120,
24 Imperial Gazeteer,” vol. 1, p. 352,
8 “Imperial Gazeteer,” vol. 1, p. 280,
44 Hssay on the Civilizations r::-f India, China and Japan,” . 7.

& [bid,, p. 14.
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mining factor stands unchanged, However the diflerence
in the color of their skins may have come about, all the
subtle psychic and atavistic influences of blood and race
draw India to us rather than to the yellow Mmlgollan

The war gave abundant proof of India’s instinctive re-
sponse to the call of the western world, There are fifty-
seven million Mohammedans in India, Germany, allied
with Turkey, had counted confidently on stirring up a
Holy War in which all Mohamimedans should rally to the
aid of their Turkish brethren against the Allied Chris-
tians, This Holy War was to have been the entering
wedge for a nation-wide revolt throughout India against
English rule. The Rowlatt report, following an official
British investigation of the subject, outlines the minute
details with which Germany elahorated her plans. Fa-
miliarity with the extravagance and resourcefulness of
German propaganda in this country and Mexico suggests
how eagerly she must have cultivated possibilities of In-
dian discontent. They were to begin by smuggling
guns ahd ammunition into Calcutta, sacking the city, and
then spreading the rebellion across India.

None of this eventuated. India rose to the support
of the Allies with a spontaneous loyalty which stirred
even the British pulse in those early days of the war,
when glowing messages of support flooded into L.ondon
from every corner of the Empire.

Germany did not even succeed in bringing the Moham-
meclans together. For the first time in all the centuries
of Mohammedan history, Islam was divided against it-
self. Moslems subordinated loyalty to their faith to
a greater issue. DSide by side, Indian Moslems and
Hindus rallied to the British colors. When some of
these troops were taken .prisoners, the Germang sent
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them down to Constantinople, hoping that the pressure
of Islam’s sacred city, with all its associations, would win
them over, They were held Prisoncrs down there {or
some months, finally escaping castward across Alfghan-
istan, Never once did they waver in their allegiance to
the British Raj, as they call the Government.

Great Britain has an alliance treaty with Japan [or “ the
consolidation and maintenance of the genecral peace in
the regions of Eastern Asia and India,” by which, under
certain conditions, the Japanese army and navy will tury
otut Lo help if Great Britain calls on them, This alliance
has been the subject of varied discussion in the Otient
during the war. An editorial in the YVoroden, an inde-
pendent paper of Tokyo, throws an interesting sidelight
on the possible attitude of Japan toward India.

1t a third power should attack India, Japan musi
help, But in case of a civil war, Japan has no duty o
help England oppress the Indians, As we are at war
with Germany, we had advocated sending an expedition
to BEurope. But we had never thought of making our-
selves slaves of England, to oppress the Indians against
whom we had no grudge. We had an intimaie [riend-
ship with India from ancient times, We consider he
300 million Indians as il they were our own hrethren,
. . . The desire of the Indians for self-govermment did
not develop on account of German instigation. We Jap-
anese should study this situation of India very carefully
indeed,” !

India stands at what may ultimately be a pariing of
the ways. Two centuries of British administration have
overlaid upon the variegated mwosaic of Indian life a

1 Quoted in T, I,? Millard’s * Qur BEastern Question,” p, 248,
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considerable degree of Anglo-Saxon culture, In the de-
velopment of India’s educational and industrial systems,
Great Britain, even were she to withdraw from India to-
morrow would leave a préfound and lasting impression,
The call of blood, the atavism of race itself, however
much modified by an Oriental environment, 1s fundamen-
tally toward the West.

The West, absorbed in its own affairs, far from study-
ing to understand India, maintains a superior attitude,
As Dickinson phrases it, *“ There the English are, a small
camp of conquerors planted down among millions of con-
quered.”

The Japanese permit themselves no such arrogance.
Although of alien stock, they make the most of the fact
that they are both dark skinned. With Oriental suavity,
they pay compliments to India as “ the mother of reli-
gions,” and * the ancient progenitor of culture.”

Urged on by varied influences, Indians are to-day de-

"manding a fuller share and representation in their gov-
ernment The world is in a mood for readjustment, for
the finishing off of old régimes and the commencement
of new eras, ,

England has given evidence that she realizes that some-
thing is expected of her, IEven while the war was on, her
Liberal administration found time to appoint a commis-
sion to report on constitutional reform for India. This
report was presented to Parliament in July, 1018, Al-
though it was far from sweeping enough to satisfy even
the middle ground of representative Indian opinion, Par-
liament found it too radical for its taste and has ever
since hedged and postponed — on the ground of absorp-
tion in the war,

Now the war is over, The primary business of all the
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world has become the consideration and readjustment of
just such matters as this (uestion of the extension of
representative government insIndia, India stands wait-
ing to learn what England is going to do for her, She
is waiting with admirable self-control and pgtience. If
India had been as deliberate in deciding just how much
help she would offer in the war, England might still be
waiting for Indian troops and supplies.

Shall India follow the trend of her racial ties and the
influence of the Anglo~-Saxon culture, which has alreacy
taught her to yearn for a Magna Charta of her own?
Shall she remain in spiril and influence an Aryan peo-
ple?
Or shall she cross the divide, and throw in her three
hundred millions, with all their man power and resources,
to become a true Asian among Asiatics?

The British Parliament holds the decision of this ques-
tion in the dim and mysterious recesses of its gloomy
halls, where, as in other legislative chambers, treports of
vital import are sometimes shelved and tabled and com-

mitteed until the time for action has passed,
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THE WAR CHANGES THINGS

Inpia’s sons fought and died in the Allied trenches,
Her industries leaped into unprecedented activity, 1o sup-
ply khaki, tents, blankets, shoes and munitions for the
armies of the empire. Ier farmers had to make ten
seeds grow where one grew before, to produce the needed
cotton, jute, wheat, and food stuffs,

India has been affected by the war even more pro-
foundly than her participation in men and money would
imply, War conditions, negligible in their effect in
other countries, worked fundamental changes there.

, For India is a fascinating and mysterious combination
of the tenth century and the twentieth. The Btitish
have built thirty thousand miles of railroad. But
the turbaned engineer delays his English train while he
crouches on a station platform before a priest in a loin
cloth, The priest daubs red and white paint on the en-
gineer’s forehead, renewing the trideni or the spot of
bright carmine which brands him a worshiper of Vishnu
or of Siva, and which had been dimmed by the soct and
wind of his engine window,

Patiently the Indian ryot potters over the sixteen mil-
lion acres of land scientifically irrigated under the Brit-
ish adminisiration, plowing it with a crooked stick.
Wealthy and progressive Indian landowners give dem-
onstrations of the modern farm machinery which their
sons have brought back from American agricultural col-

O
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leges. But the tenth-century farmer gazes skeptically,
and, shaking his head, goes back to his crooked stick ~—
or at least he did until the demands of the war made it
urgent that India produce more cotton, wheat and jute
for the armies. Suddenly India’s tenth-century life,
untouched by a nineteenth century al peace, made way
for a twentieth century at war,

The newspapers gave evidence of how deeply the war
penetrated into the seclusion of Indian life, School
children recited selections from their national epic Ra-
mayana, followed by modern battle poems. At Red
Cross entertainments, Indian purdah ladies — the high-
caste women carefully isolated behind the purdah or cur-
tain which divides the women’s apartment {rom the rest
of the house — rolied bandages and knit socks as de-
votedly as the women of New York Ciy or Uphams
Corners. “

Early in the war the women of Bombay held a mass "
meeting in the town hall to organize a center for war re-
lief work. The members gathered daily to cut out gar-
ments which were taken home to be finished Dby women
of all classes, This center turned oul as many as 2,000
shirts per week., A children’s branch was established to
collect garments and donations for the children of sol-
diers, Work was provided for families in distress.
Committees of women visiled hospitals, gave concerts and
organized fairs. There were tag days, name days,
money-raising campaigns, IHer Majesty the Queen sett
over special gifts to be auctioned off for the henefit of
war causes, “ A French Vernis Martin fan, a gold van-
ity case; gold pendants of George and Dragon: a crys-
tal box and a work bag, on view in the window of the
Currency Office in Hornby Road,”
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The papers, down to the very cheapest, printed picture
supplements giving maps of the battle lines and photo-
graphs from the front There were interviews with -
dian soldiers who distitguished themselves in the
trenches; a Mussulman who owned a herd of camels
and wanted to raise a camel corps; a Ghurka Rifle who
though badly wounded himself, rescued a British soldier
and two Ghurkas, in broad daylight under the German
fire, and received the Victoria Cross,

From the first the response of Indian princes and
rajahs of the native states was so immediate and gen-
erous that it was not until the second year of war that
England undertook to float a loan in India. l.ord Sy-
denham, ex-governor of Bombhay and an Iinglish states-
man of the old school mn his attitude toward India, has
published an appreciative little white-hound book, elabo-
rately illustrated, which describes the liberality and ex-
travagance of these princely gifts.

" The Maharajah of Gwalior from his private purse
fitted out the hospital ship Loyalty to accompany the
Indian Expeditionary Force, at a cost of $1,600,000.
. The Nizam of Hyderabad offered the Government $2,-
000,000, and the Maharajah of Mysore a similar sum,
Personal stables of horses, camels, and elephants were
turned over to the War Department, Princely jewels
were pledged for the purchase of machine guns and
equipment, Twenty-seven of the native states main-
tain imperial service troops, and these were all put at
the disposal of the Vicerqy. Even the chiefs of border
tribes, whose capriciousness and security in their moun-
tain sirongholds has made the frontier problem always
ant anxjous one for the British army in India, sent mes-
sages of loyalty and support. Tt was largely due to the






Indian troops won high praise for their heroic conduct during
the war

Punjabis listening to the marvelous stories of their boys home
from the trenches -
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loyalty of these tribes, who do not owe allegiance to the
Britisli .Empire and have never been subdued, that the
Germans were unable to make headway toward India
from the north. To celebrafe the centenary of the first
treaty between the Dritish Governmenl and the state of
Bikaner, the Maharajah offered three lakhs of rupees
($100,000) for any war purpose or war charity which
His Majesty might designate, The Nizam ol Hyder-
abad, near the end of the war, was so stirred on reading
a message from His Majesty that he cabled a pift of
$500,000.

War loans of five hundred and three hundred and
twenty-five million dollars, subscribed during the second
and fourth years of the war by India’s population of
315,000,000, do not seem overwhelming when compared
with our Liberty Loans running into the hillions, until
one considers the proportionate wealth, India’s * {ree

gift” of $500,000,000 is like the widow’s mite as com-_-

pared with any sums, however huge, that this couniry
may raise. In the United States the average annual in-
come is $400, as computed by the National City Bank of
New York. In India the average income is $20 a year,
Floating a loan of $500,000,000 on avcrage incomes of
six cents a day bhecomes a very impressive matter,

Lord FHardinge, who was Viceroy of India during
the first three years of the war, testifying dutring the
Mesopotamia Commission Inquiry in July, 1917, before
the House of Lords as to India’s participation in the
war, stated that early in the fall of 1914 she sent to
France, and later to Egypt, an expeditionary force of
290,000 troops, fully trained and equipped —-a force
three times the size of the entire American army hefore
the war, Of these, 210,000 were Indian troops and

4
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80,000 British. Lord Hardinge compared these figures
with the force of 18,000 which was India’s previous rec-
ord for an overseas expedition. He called attention to
the fact that there was ar? interval between dispatch of
the expedition and the arrival of the newly drafted ter-
ritorials to take their places when there were only abotit
15,000 British soldiers in all India. It was the first time
since the mutiny in 1857 that the British army had ever
been allowed to drop so low, Summiing up, Lord Hard-
inge used a vivid phrase, * The Imperial Government al-
lowed India to be bled absolutely white during the first
weeks of war.”
- In rgry India recruited 285,000 soldiers for the Al-
lied army, and m 19i8 a half million were enlisted.
These figures again do not seem particularly significant
for a population of 315,000,000, [t is estimated that
one out of every four males in Great Britain served in
the army, whereas in India less than one in one hundred
"and sixty-one males saw foreign service, either as fight-
ers or war workers,

The fact that the proportion is so smalf is largely due
to the traditional policy of the British Government,
which did not consider it wise to arm and train any very
large force of Indians because of the possibility of in-
ternal discontent.* This fear has of course been in-
tensified by the danger of German propaganda,

If the announcement by the Government in August,
1018, that Indians will hereafter be eligible for com-
missions in the British army materializes on any ade-
quate scale, it will go far toward changing the present
apathy as regards army carcers among Indians, It has

T St, Nihal Singh, Contemporary Review, June, 1918,
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not roused much enthusiasm because of the vagueness of
its terms. It does not specily how many commissions
are to be granted, except in the case of the ten cadetships
at Sandhurst. Indian critics® complain that these caclet-
ships are nominations and will be limited to the sons
of wealthy Indians who are on particularly good terms
with the administration. It is suggested that a royal
military college for India, where all officers to serve in
India, both Indian and British, must be trained, would
be miore acceptable.

When Lord Chelmsford took his seat as Viceroy of
India in September, 1917, e summarized India’s contri-
butions to the war as follows: “ The dispatching of so
mainy expeditionary forces from India has necessitated
a great expansion in military transport, Four-camael
transpor't corps and 27 mule corps have been dispatched
on service, representing a total of over 13,000 men and
17,000 animals. To replace these units and provide for
wasteage, some 16 new transports corps and cadres have
been formed. Six labor corps have been sent to the
front, and some 1,500 overseers, draftsmen, clerks,
storekeepers, carpenters, smiths and mechanics. In re-
spect of medical personnel and equipment, India’s con-
tributions have been on a very big scale — 40 field am-
bulances, 6 clearing, 35 stationary and 8 general hos-
pitals, and 25 special seclions with a personnel of 6,000
trained men and nearly 20,000 Indian followers. The
strain which has been caused to the Civil Medical De-
pgrtment by these changes and withdrawals has heen
very great. In the medical sphere, in fact, it must be
patent to all that, in responding to the demands made
upen us, we have gone as far as it was possible to go,”

His Excellency called attention to the very satisfac-
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tory results following the opening of recruiting to sev-
eral classes to whom it had previously been closed, in-
cluding the Bengalis, and he read a long list of recent
individual gifts from rulifig princes and chiefs, includ-
ing $144,000 from Rajputana for anti-aircraft machine
guns and motor ambulances, $14.400 for aéroplanes, and
$72,000 from the privy purse of the Maharajah of Bi-
kaner.

India’s contributions in supplies of all sorts, food-
stuffs, clothing, ordnance, equipment and munitions, the
training and dispatching of horses, and lending to the
Admiralty a great part of her Royal Indian Marine fleet,
were totalled up by the Finance Member of the Viceroy's
Council as amounting to fifty nullion for the first year
of the war, ninety million the second year, and over one
hundred millions the third year.

There has been cordial recognition of the enthusiasm
of [ndia'’s response from the Imperial Government, not
only in the appointment of the Commission on Consti-
tutional Reform, but in messages and speeches. The
King Emperor in an imperial message announced that
nothing had moved him more than *the passionate de-
votion to my Throne expressed hy my Indian subjects
and by the Feudatory Princes and Ruling Chiefs of In-
dia, and their prodigious offers of their lives and their
resources in the cause of the Realm,”

The Hon, E. 5, Montagu, since appointed Secretary
of State, in a speech before the House of Commons in
the summer of 1917 said that ** the share of the Indian
peopie in this war from the beginning to the end had
always been greater , . . and more willing than the
share of the Indian government”™ (i. e. the British ad-
ministration ).
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It is too early to altempt to define the effect of the war
upon India’s international status, Dut it seems certain
that her position in Asia will be profoundly altered.
She can scarcely carry out her functions as the strong-
hold and citadel of the British Empire in the Tasl un-
less she has a recognized position in the organization
of the Federal Government, Changes in this dircciion
are evident. The admission of Indians {o imperial
cotincils both in London and in India is unprecedentec.
For the first time in the history of British rule in India
Indians have heen admitted to an imperial council sit-
ting in London, The Imperial War Council included
two Indian members. These two men, His Fighness the
Maharajah of Bikaner, and the Hon. Lord Sinha, K.C,,
were also appointed delegates to represent India at the
Paris Peace Conference. Lord Sinha is notable as the
first Indian member of the Iritish peerage, to which he
was elevated shortly after the signing of the armistice.
He was at the same time appointed the first Indian Undet
Secretary of State for India, honors which India has ap-
preciated not only as a tribute personal io Lord Sinha,
but as a gracious recognition of his country,

During the war, the Viceroy for the first time sum-
moned a conference representaiive of all shades of
Indian opinion. Rajahs and maharanis, Tnglish lieu-
tenant-governors and Anglo-Indian officials represent-
ing all the provinces, both under native rule and under
the British Raj, met together in Delhi early in 1918 at
the summons of the Viceroy for an all-Tndia war council,

In addition to its purpose of securing the closest co-
operation for the war, it considered the problem of an
all-India policy which should not only apply during the
war but should pave the way for something more far-
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reaching afterward. Committees were appointed on
man-power, resotirces, atrd a second war loan,

An immediate result of this conference was the calling
of numerous provincial conferences to follow up the res-
olutions passed with specific plans, Bengal called the

first conference,
A significant incident of the Behar conference was a

speech by the Hon, Mazur-ul-hugue, one of the Nation-
alist leaders. He declared that India was loyal to the
core. ““ Whatever differences we may have had with the
Government, they do not concern any one outside India
(applause), and to-day we stand ready to sink those dif-
ferences and to help the Empire.”

Closely linked to the war, and no doubt playing a large
part among its causes was the old question of an over-
land route to the Far East. It was in 326 8. ¢. that Al-
exander the Great crossed the Hindu Kush Mountains
and invaded India. Tor centuries thereafter caravans
of spices, silks, prints and jewels filed through the
Khyber Pass, and from the great highroad across Mes-
opatamia scattered to all parts of Kurope and Asia,
It was a long, slow journey of many months, beset by
brigands, and Vasco da Gamas’s discovery of a sea
route to India in 1498 diverted the burdens of those
dusty caravans into the dark, cool holds of caravels and
sailing packets,

Sails have given place to steam, and the time of pas-
sage has been cut in half and fraclions, but still we seek
a shorter way, and to-day we have turned back again
to the old caravan trails where half a dozen projected
railroads are pushing ahead impatiently. It is not only
the engineering problem that delays them, but also the
criss-cross of politics between the nations involved, It
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has been stated that one of the principal reasons for
the uncompromising finality of ihe ullimatum to Serbia
was the determination to subjugate Serbia to Austria,
and thereby eliminate one more of the units ihat stood
in the way of a clear path from Berlin {o the Orient for
the Kaiser's famous ‘‘ Berlin to Bagdad ” railroad.

Even if the Kaiser had achieved his dream of a Pan-
Germany, there would still be 1,500 miles of Persia and
Baluchistan between Bagdad and India, most of il track-
less desert, serving as a buffer against him, In the
meantime, India has a much nearer route to Europe.
A Russian railroad of nearly 6,000 miles runs through
Warsaw and Moscow, south across Turkestan to within
about 400 miles of Peshawar and the famous Khyber
Pass, With the completion of this 400 miles it will
be possible to enter an express train at the Hook of Hol-
land and step out into the Delhi Station six days later,
thus cutting down the present schedule of seventeen days
by almost two-thirds,

It has been in her industrial life that tenth-century In-
dia recetved, perhaps, the most violent impact from this
twentieth-century war. For India’s indusirial life has
amounted to almost nothing with over 9o per cent. of
her population engaged in agriculture, Practically ihe
entire population is dependent on the success of the
crops. In bad weather, with a poor harvest, entire
communities are left destitule, as they have no alterna-
tive source of income. This is one of the chiel causes
for India’s terrific famines. In forty years (18Go-
1900), thirty million people died of hunger in Tneia.
Back in the palmy days of the British East India Com-
pany in the 1700's, India was world-famous for her fine
silks and linens and prints, designed and woven by
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artist craftsmen. Bul the competition of the whirring
spindles of Manchester and Lancashire proved too much
for these simple home industries. One by one the weav-
ing communities had to give up and turn to agriculture,

Suddenly, it became of vital importance to the British
Empire — to the allied world — that India should de-
velop over night as a hase of supplies for the army,
In his first viceregal speech before the Simla Legisla-
ture in the fall of 1917, Lord Chelmsford gave great em-
phasis to the work of the munitions board under Sir
Thomas Holland which developed the manufacture of
munitions in India on a considerable scale. Now that
peace has come, plans are heing laid for the organiza-
tion and promotion of a great industrial expansion, con-
verting the munitions board into a permanent board of
Indian industries,

In a speech before the Royal Society of Arts in Lon-
don in the summer of 10918, Mr. Montagu, Secretary of
State, who had just returned from India, emphasized her
immediate importance as a source and base of supplies.
ohe is the third cotton producing country in the world,
occupying the most important position as regards cotton
in the Empire. With adequate development of Indian re-
sources, the United Kingdom could be made quite inde-
pendent of outside sources of supply.

Owing to shipping difficulties and other causes, Mr.
Montagu said that the supply of British-made goods
tor the army had decreased, and the Government had to
fall back on India. In 1917 alone, India supplied z2o0,-
000,000 yards of khaki drill, 300,500,000 of khaki drill
shirting, and 17,500,000 of khaki pugaree cloth, Six
large modern mills were put to work making nothing
but tent cloth, and India has shown great resourceful-
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ness in supplying even the khaki dyes, “ All this,” said
Mr. Montagu, ‘ had given a tremendous fillip {o the in-
dustry, and it might be hoped that the ground gained
would not be lost with the conling of peace.”

Myr. Montagu commented on the increasing number
of young, well-educated and compelent Indians able to
undertake the direction of industrial enierprises, Iiv-
erywhere he was struck with the eagerness to develop
the manufacture in India of goods made [rom native
raw materials. He believes that India has before her a
great industrial future. C

The Tata Iron and Steel Works, one of the largest
native industries, has shared in the fabulous war-time’
prosperity of steel plants, and is now making elaborate
plans for the diversion of the produci to after-war needs
by organizing subsidiary companies fo iake up new lines
of building and expansion. The company has voluntar-
ily raised the pay of its employees and provides them
a hospital, convalescent fund, night school, mecchanical
school, two institutes with concert halls, cinema shows,
billiard and reading rooms, tennis and playgrounds. It
is planning codperative stores, credit socielies, more
schools, and has sent to England for a trained, social
worker to direct these activities, In view of the short-
age of trained mechanics available for reconstruction
work, it is planning to huild a technological institule at
Sakchi to {rain men in chemical and metallurgical in-
dustries, It also plans a research laboralory in these
two lines, This work is especially valuable for Indians,
as, in trying to get this training in England, students
have found a decided prejudice against admitting them
to English shops.

Queen Mary’s Technical School in Bombay was or-
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ganized during the war, It gives direct industrial train-
ing in the various trades to men disabled in war, keeps
them at school for six months, providing food and cloth-
ing, and gives them return tickets home. There are
classes in tailoring, motor-car driving and motot me-
chanibs, knitting, carpentering, cinema operating, oil en-
gine driving, fitting and turning, and elementary engi-
neering. There is a machine shop which gives instruc-
tion on metal lathes, wood lathes, drills, nut and bolt-
making machines, a brass foundry, tin box-making plant,
and a dovetailing machine for ammunition boxes.
There is a poultry farm stocked with prize fowls, where
incubation is taught, There are also lectures on modern
scientific principles of cultivation of grain, fruits and
vegetables,

There are many evidences of the industrial awaken-
ing, The Maharajah of Travancore has appointed a
trained European officer to make an industrial survey
of his state and report on the introduction of industrial
anc techmeal education.

One curious result of the war has been the sudden
reversal of official condemnation of the *swadeshi”
movement into official endorsement, Swadeshi means
home-made —" Patronize home industries.” The swa-
deshi movement in India has in the past been developed
into an economic boycott of foreign goods, especially
English made. It has been used as a political weapon
and to retaliate against the heavy duties on Indian fab-
rics which were levied in the early struggling days of the
English factory, and which many Indians feel practically
strangled the Indian weaving industry to death. It was
also used after the partition of Bengal

Sir Valentine Chirol, who was for years correspon-
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dent of the London Times in India and represents con-
servative opinion, attacks the swadeshi movement as heing
far removed from a “ mere innocent economic propa-
ganda for the furtherance of ndtive industrics,” and ai-
filiates it with esoteric religious rites and extremes of
anti-British political agitation, * VYet in the winter of
1917-18, if you had been in Bombay, you might have
attended a swadeshi exhibition organized by Ier Lxcel-
lency, Lady Wellington, under the auspices of the Vie~
eroy and the governors of three presidencies. Iome-
made brooms, brushes, soaps, shoes and many other man-
ufactured articles were on exhibition, as well as fabrics,
and an Indian paper complacently boasted that the only
essentials to modern life which Indians now have to im-
port are watches and spectacles!

The cause of this reversal of attitude was of course
the desire to cut down on shipping and make India, for
the duration of the war, entirely self-dependent, The
importance for India lies in the fact that these indus-
tries developed during the war under official patronage
will not suddenly shut down on the declaration of peace.

Agriculture, as well as industry, has felt the stimulus
of war. The Maharajah of Gwalior, one of the native
Princes of India, has purchased $100,000 worth of Amer-
ican agricultural machinery and has organized the re-
clamation of a hall-miilion acres of land in his stale for
the special benefit of the outcastes, The maharajahs of
a dozen other native states have scientific, agricultural
experiment and demonstration stations already estab-
lished or in process of organization.

For some years, the Government of India has set aside
a yearly appropriation of $665,000 for scientific exper-

1Y TIndian Unrest”
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imental work on Indian agricultural problems and for
schools and classes to teach the peasants how to utilize
their land. Since the war, and patticularly since Russia
has been cut off as a base of food supplies, the impor-
tance of increasing India’s production has been keenly
felt. At present, according to the India Year Book,?
each of the larger provinces has at least one deputy direc-
tor of agriculture, an agricultural chemist, and an eco-
nomic botanist. There are also fiber and cotton spe-
cialists, mycologists, hacteriologists, entomologists — all
of them trained experts from Great Britain.

Effects of the war on the social life of India, on its
individual homes and the status of its women, are subtle
and {ar-reaching. Ninety per cent. of India’s popula-
tion engaged in agriculture implies the fact that India
lives in villages. There are only 30 cities of over 100,-
ooo in India, and they contain only 2 per cent. of the
population, whereas in England 4% per cent. live in the
cities. There are 730,000 villages in India, remote
little groups of huts, hundreds of miles from a railroad
or newspaper or white man, and with an average of 363
inhabitants each. The million soldiers that India sent
to the European front were recruited from these villages.
This army of young men, sons and hrothers of India
at the front, must end forever the isolation of these vil-
lages, '

Every yotng man going out to fight for the Empire
left behind him a wondering sense of where he went, and
why. High-caste women behind their pwrdahs, and
sweeper women cleaning the village streets, all were
stitred by a new consciousness of the world overseas and

1 Published annually by The Times of Indte, Boinbay, a conserva-
tive British daily paper.



THE WAR CHANGES T_'EIINGS 23

roused out of the age-long lethargy which has made India

so content to let the outside world slip by.
Men who were at the front with the Indian forces

comment on the eagerness of the Indian soldier to learn
to write and spell. He wanted to send a post card mes-
sage of his safety back to the little home in one of those
730,000 villages. \When the letter reached home, lhis
family had to hunt around for some one to read it Lo
them, for the percentage of those who can read and
write is only about 6 per cent. for all India.

Then came the problem of sending word back to the
boy in the trenches. . There was the public letter writer
on the street corner, who writes a letter for a penny, but
he 1s being superseded by a suddenly fired ambition ev-
erywhere to read and write one’s own letters. More
potent than these letters is the influence of the men them-
selves as they return from the front to take up life’s
tasks again,

They come home different men. TFighting shoulder
to shoulder beside their allies, men {rom all over the
world, they have a new realization of the nobility and
brotherhood of mankind.

" The rigid caste rules of the Ilindu religion keep
Hindus in a peculiarly extreme ignorance of the rest of
the world. Only born Hindys are eligible citizens in
their cosmology. The rest of the world is negligible,
barbarians and outcastes, whose very touch is defiling.
Strict rules forbid an orthodox Hindu's crossing the
ocean to visit other lands. IHe may not eat with a mem-
ber of another caste, and his food may be prepared only
by members of his own caste. It is in defiance of these
rules that young Indian students venture out to attend
English and foreign universities. On their return, in
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order to be readmitted to their former status, they must
submit to most humiliating propitiatory rites.

Keyed up to the war gpirit as India has been, it is not
conceivable that Hindu priests would attempt to insist
upon rigid caste rites with all the thousands of returning
soldiers, In addition to this initial letting down of the
bars, the soldiers themselves have returned with a cos-
mopolitan sense of values and standards such as it would
have been impossible to carry into India under several
generations, Nursed in war hospitals by the Red Cross
nurses of the allied nations, they return home with a
“new conception of the possibilities of camaraderie be-
tween men and women., Bivouacked in France and Bel-
gium, in the country districts and in the cities, they could
not fail to observe many of the elements which placed
European culture and civilization in advance of their
own. They have a new sense of the value of education;
they have experienced the importance of machinery in
every-day life; in the administration of their camps they
have learned lessons of sanitation and hygiene; in daily
contact with the young blood of all the allied nations
they gained new respect for the human courage and gen-
erosity and sportsmanship of the world outside,

Traveling through the Punjab in the spring of 1918,
I ran across an incident which, multiplied by the hundred
thousands, illustrates what is happening all over India,
It was up in the heart of the Punjab, 1,000 miles north
of Bombay and Caleutta, As we came into the village
we saw that something unusual was going on. We
found all the people ranged around three sides of the
square that makes the village green, the men on one side,
the women on the other, and the children across the







Mother learns to write a letter to her boy in the trenches,
Flaving the kitchen outdoors insures goad ventilation,
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hack — all seated on the ground. Facing them stood
two young men in uniform, Indian soldiers who had been
boys in this village, and were just back from the front,
invalided home. One of them had a pointer and was
drawing lines in the sand as he explained where I'rance
fay in relation to India, and how he sailed to reach ii,
and where Germany was from I[France, and England and
America. FHe told them of Paris, and the other cities
he had seen — of the street cars and the automobiles and
the high buildings, of the women’s dresses. Fle de-
scribed the furniture in restaurants, and how the meals
were served, and the food, He tried to give them a
sense of distance of how big India is, that he had trav- °
eled all day and a night and another day before he even
reached Bombay, and of the days he spent on the water
before he reached Irance.

He told a story of what may happen to caste in the
trenches that must have heen an eye-opener to these low
caste villagers. One day the cook for a group of Brah-
man soldiers was killed, and almost as a matter of course
a low caste took his place. And sometimes, in the emer-
gencies of war, the castes all ate together quile promis-
cuously — a defiance of the mwost rigid, orthodox law
which would normally call for excommunication.

Ordinarily when a white man enters a remote village,
he is the cenfer of interest. Every one waiches him anx-
tously. Is he going to collect taxes? Or is he a judge
come to punish them? On this day, our group of white
men entered the village, and sat down on one side of the
square practically unnoticed. Every man, woman and
child was completely absorbed in these two brothers, who
a couple of years before had been just ordinary native



26 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

boys growing up in the village and now had come hotfie
to them with the most extraordinary stories they had ever
heard,

After the meetmg, I talked to these boys. They were
fired with a sense of the world outside. They were im-
pelied to go from village to village, telling what they had
seen, spreading their new knowledge among their peo-
ple. They had no idea of making money out of it
They would accept food for the day and shelter for the
njght, but that was all.

This new sense of world citizenship, as well as citi-
zenslnp inn the British Empire, has been an important el-
ement in the Indian soldier’s war experlence Indian
troops, reaching Marseilles just in time, reinforced the
swaying lines of khaki which stood between the (er-
mans and Calais, That day marked a new chapter in
Indian history. It made her a vital factor in the great-
est world movement of all time.z Hitherto, isolated by -
oceans and the Himalayas, she had meditated on eter-
mty and sought perfection in inaction, in withdrawing
from the world.

But from the day Indian troops landed at Marseilles,
through the campaigns in Mesopotamia and Palestine,
and the victories of General Allenby’s army, they have
“maintained the best traditions of the service,” to quote
the measured tribute of the Mesopotamia Commission’s
report to Parliament,

Most tmportant of all, both in its immediate results
and in its portent for the future, is the effect of the war
upon India’s relation to the British Empire, It was a
prodigious coincidence that the war should have crashed
upon the world at this peculiarly psychological moment
for India. BShe had been seething with unrest for nine
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years — ever since Lord Curzon’s reign as viceroy from
1899-1905.

Several of Lord Curzon’s measures, notably the par-
tition of Bengal and certain rather {actless phrases in his
speeches, stirred through the calm which had Dhrooded
over India for the fifty years since the Mutiny and cre-
ated a spirit of rebellious discontent, This ripened into
bombings and assassinations under his successor.

Indian unrest has expressed itself by individual acis of |
violence, which have received wide attention Dbecause
they are sensational and create panic. Bul those [a~]
miliar with India reckon the quiet, deeply growing sense,
of national unity and the movement for constitutional}’
reform of the last decade far more significant. Only tlmI
most radical of Englishmen have been radical enough to
sympathize with such ambitions. “ Little Englanders,”
other Britishers call them; implying that any increase of
representative government granted to India would by
so much diminish the prestige of England.

It is not fair to attribute quite all of India’s resiless-
ness to the Curzon administration, Japan’s victory over
Russia in 1905 had thrilled the entire Orient with a new
hope and ambition. Such a tonic to Oriental pride was
the most potent sort of stimulus to Indian nationalism,
following as it did the seven years of smarting under
- Lord Curzon’s régime,
~ Discontent had gone so far in India that the coronation
concession, reversing Lord Curzon'’s famous measure and
restoring Bengal as one province in 1911, was too lale
to be effective. The fire of discontent was still smoking,
with occasional flare-ups, when the war broke out. Ger-
many,” in making her -plans for the war, undoubtedly
counted on the disaffection of both India and Ireland.

|
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Oddly enough, where all other efforts, both concilia-
tory and domineering, had failed, it was the war that put
a quietus on rebellion. India rose as one man, with
memorials of loyalty ahd devotion and with material
support. The response was instantaneous. Less than
seven weeks after England’s entry into the war, Mr.
Asquith in the House of Commons stated that, more than
any other, the message of the Viceroy of India, pledging
the unanimous support of princes and people, had stirred
the House and the entire country.

Friends of India hope that this new sympathy may
be permanent and find ground for hope in the more lib-
eral administration of England growing out of the war,
Rumors of incompetence on the part of the Indian Gov-
ernment resulted in the appointment of the Mesopotamia
Commission, which reported to Parliament in the sum-
mer of 1917 that the Indian Government had * failed ad-
equately to minister to the wants of the forces employed
in Mesopotamia.”"

The report was more an indictment of the system of
government in force than of any individual, It found
general * dissatisfaction at the system of microscopic,
financial control exercised over details of military ex-
penditure,” and it criticized the technique of Indian ad-
ministration in such terms as “ astounding ” and * the im-
possible system in force at Simla.” Following precedent
in such cases, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Secretary of
State for India, resigned. The Viceroy’s term was just
over. 5o the war gave India a new slate of officials in
the summer of 1917, Tord Chelmsford was appointed
Viceroy, and Mr. Edwin 5. Montagu, Secretary of
State. o

The Secretary of State is the highest official connected
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with Indian affairs, Stationed in London, he ranks even
higher than the Viceroy in Delhi, and is responsible for
the Government of India before Parliament and the
Crown, advised by a council of retired Anglo-Indian of-
ficials. In connection with the debate on the report of
the Mesopotamia Commission, Mr. Montagu, who had
been Under Secretary of Stale with Lord Morley from
1910-13, made a speech containing some remarkably
frank and outspoken criticisms of British administration
in India. He said, for instance, that “the Government
of India is too wooden, too iron, too inelastic, too ante-
diluvian, to be of any use for the modern purposes we
have in view, I do not believe that anybocy could ever
support the Government of India from the point of view
of modern requirements. It 1s an indefensible system,”

That Mr. Montagu should have been appointed Sec-
retary of State for India a few days afler making the
speech proved a new temper on the part of the British
Government toward India. Nor did Mr. Montagu's
criticisms end with his appointment to office. FHe pro-
ceeded to India at once to investigate conditions and work
out a program of constitutional reforms, which were pre-
sented to Parliament in a three hundred page report less
than a year after his appointment. It is too early to
try to judge the significance to India of this sequence
following the war— her loyal response, the dramatic
falldown of governmental red-tape, the report of the Mes-
opotamia Commission, and the appointment of Mr. Mon-
tagu as Secretary of State. But it is from this sequence
of events that the important dénouvement for India must
follow.

While these contingencies were ripening in the polit-
ical world, every soldier of the Tndian Expeditionary
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Forces has gone through a process of preparation for re-
tutn to a new India. He has earned a new sense of pride
and responsibility in helonging to the British IEmpire,
It is a maxim of human psychology that if you want to
make a friend of a man you ask him to do something
for you., England asked India to do something for her.
From the King and Premier down, they appealed to
India for help in the crisis; and India, forgetting the dif-
ferences and political and personal animosities of the
past, laid aside nationalist propaganda and responded to
the call. All India felt the thrill of helping, but espe-
cially those men who bring back from the front a new
esprit de corps, a new sense of belonging. I1f England
shows liberality and statesmanship in the adaptation of
her policy toward them, these men may be leaders in weld-
ing India into a new allegiance and devotion as a member

of the British Empire.
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FIELDS AND FACTORIES

Mup walls a foot thick, grass-thatched roof, and dirl
floor — this is the home of g7 per cent., of India’s pop-
ulation. In the south the tiny huts nestle in luxuriant,
exotic greenness, and dense palm groves shadow the wet
rice fields. Further north, on the scorched plains of the
Punjab, the sun-baked mud cabins stand out stark and
brown in desolate fields.

North or south, most of the huts have but one room,
no windows, and one door, Usually the cooking is done
on a little mud stove huilt against the outside wall necar
the door. If the fire is buill inside, the smoke must
find its way out by the door, or through the roof, as they
have no chimneys. The clay floors are crusted with cow
dung mixed with clay, which hardens to a glossy surface
like hardwood, and which lasis very well, as the ryots
do not wear shoes. The one universal piece of furni-
ture which serves as table, chairs, and cradle by day,
and bedstead by night, is the charpoy — a simple {rame
cot of poles lashed upon four legs, Hemp rope or hroad
bands of tape are darned back and forth lengthwise and
crosswise, taking the place of springs and maillress.
Luxurious furnishings of a hote consist in a multipli-
cation of these beds. Chairs would only be in the way,
for crouching on the heels is the customary mode of sit-

tino down. During the day, these beds are tipped up on
31
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one end, except the one which serves as a general utility
table.

There are no attempts at decoration in ordinary vil-
lage homes; no rugs, embroideries, pictures; most In-
dians are too poor. A nation with an average income of
$20 a year does not have much margin for ostentation,
The well-to-do ryot, the zamindar (land-owner), is dis-
tinguished by his brass howls and cooking utensils, in-
stead of earthenware, and by the value of the gold and
silver bracelets, anklets, and nose rings of his women-
folk, Among the very poor of the lower castes and
outcastes, it is customary to share this one room with
whatever cattle, goats, and chickens the family are lucky
enough to own.

The village headman may have a more elaborate home,
with a couple of small rooms opening off the main room,
and even a small court-yard in front with an entrance
gate, But the extra rooms are generally used for storing
grain, and with gregarious instinct life crowds into one
main room. The Indian’s clothing varies with the tem-
perature, In the south he wears a loin cloth; in the
north he wraps himself in calico and the printed Indian
muslins, which we use for curtains, Chapati is the na-
tional bread — an unleavened pancake, baked on the out-
side of a metal bowl inverted over the fire; pulse 1s the
ryot’s potato and vegetable curry his characteristic dish.

Movies have not yel penetraied pasi the cities, Vil-
lages are so widely scattered that even wandering jug-
glers and sword swallowers rarely reach them. There
are two main diversions — marriages and funerals, As
the ryot is rarely able to save anything, he borrows for
these events and runs up debts which, with their accum-
ulating interest, hang over him the rest of his life and
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are frequently handed down from father to son for sev-

eral generations.
There are, besides these, two national institutions,

commercial and religiaus—-—th'é cattle fair and the an-
nual religious festival, the mela, Oriental {airs are a
custom handed down from earliest antiquity, and our
county fairs are their descendants. They told tne there
were 200,000 people present at a fair I altended in the
Punjab. I could believe it. They looked a million to
me. They have the same red lemonade, peanuts, dust,
crowds of people, and live stock., But there the resem-
blance ends. For never could the sober minded citizens
of the United States assemble such a blaze of color.
Turbans of orange, salmon color, brilliant greens, blues
and Indian red, punctuated here and there with shining
black hair and shaven heads, made a flaming top to the
picture. The mass of flowing robes of saffron, rose
and orange, was streaked with bare bronze legs and backs
and vivid rags, while the many white draperies glistened
like flashes of iridescence in the dazzling sunshine.

Dust was over everything, The grass was white with
1it. We ate and breathed and swallowed it. Tent flies
were stretched: over some of the most valuable caitle;
the rest stood patiently in the sun and dust while groups
of Indians gathered round to hargain and irade.
Preachers of all religions distributed tracis and pictures,
and, when they could get an audience, made speeches,
Crouching in the dust were venders of betel nut, puffed
rice, cocoanut candy, chapatis, and ghee. Ghee is merely
clarified or melted butter, and is used universally in India
as an offering poured over the statues and shrines of the
gods. They make a special kind of chapati at these {airs
that is very delicious, ‘Where il puffs up in haking, they
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split it open and drop in highly seasoned curry, then roll
it and hand it to you, In sha.pe and flavor it is not unlike
the hot tamale of which jt is perhaps a remote ancestor.
Wherever there is the smallest open space, snake charm-
ers, fire eaters, and magicians spread out their mats and
try to cajole you into stopping to watch their tricks.

The village is the unit of Indian life, and in the past
it was a complete entity. Its occupations were distrib-
uted by caste, and were handed down from father 1o son.
Each village had its own priests, its barber, blacksmith,
potter, washerman, musician, carpenter, and, most im-
portant of all, money-lender., Larger villages had a
“weaver, cotton carder, oilman (who ground oil from
seeds), grain dealer, petty jeweler, and shopkeeper,
These functionaries were at the disposal of the village,
and received a regular salary to which each member of the
village contributed so many pounds of grain a year — all
except the money-lender., His services were intimately
personal. Interest as high as 75 per cent, was frequently
charged,! and while {he original was paid back many
times over in interest the borrower was rarely able Lo get
enough ahead to pay off the capital. A typical case was
a young ryot 1 knew who was trying to discharge a debt
which his grandfather had contracted to pay the dowries
of his daughters. His father struggled with it all his
life, adding to it, and this young man accepted the bur-
den as his inheritance.

{ India has always heen predominantly agricultural,
but even centuries ago her handicrafts ranked high
among the industries of the world. Some of the oldest
relics that have come down to us out of the past bear

1 Year Book, 1917, p. 4706,
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the imprint of India. The Pharaohs of Egypt used to
wrap their mummies in India muslin, and fashion their
jewel boxes and objets d'art from the ivory and gold,
tamerind and sandal wood, of "India. The most diaph-
anous and fragile draperies the world has ever kthown
were woven in India, where in the old days her master
craftsmen used to spend half a year in weaving a single
strip of delicate gossamer, Tissues of evening dew, run-
ning water, clouds, smoke, were sotne of the hiyperboles
that an enthusiastic Europe was wont to bestow.,

It was the fine linens and prints, the jewels and em-
broideries of eighteenth century India, that enabled the
East India Company to pay its bondholders average-
profits of 117 per cent, for the first eighty years of its
existence and to sell shares of stock issued at 100 for as
high as s00.* Rivalry among European traders to se-
cure a footing in India was occasioned, not by her raw
produce but by the variety and value of her manufac-
tures. Dyeing, rug making, fine embroidery, metal work,
damascening of arms, carving, paper making, and the
jeweler’s art all flourished, and a considerable proportion
of the population were employed in these industries until
the close of the eighteenth century. In 1787 the city of
Dacca exported muslin to England to the value of $r1,~
500,000, DBy 1817, her exports had dropped to zero.? )

This incredibly abrupt strangling of a great indusiry
had two causes — the natural instinct of Tnglishmen in
the first flush of colonial adventure to develop home in-
dustries at the cost of this far-away dependency, and the
unfortunate comcidence for India of the invenlion of
power looms and the factory system at just this moment.

L McCauley, “ History of England,” vol, 4, p. 244.
2 Sir Henry Cotton, ¥ New India,” p, 104.
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Lancashire and Manchester mills were young and could
demand protection as infant industries. The tariffs im-
posed were practically confiscatory., Henry Si. George
Tucker, a director of the*East India Company, made the
statement in 1823 that Indian silks and silk and cotton
mixtures had already been excluded from the British
matkets, and that * by the operation of a duty of 67 per
cent, and also owing to the effect of superior British
machinery, the cotton fabrics of India, hitherto her
staple product, have not only been displaced, but we are
exporting cotton into India. India is thus reduced from

the state of a manufacturing to that of an agricultural
‘country.” British goods imported into India were taxed
only 3% per cent.

In a few years and through a process of crowding out
her peasant weavers, instead of exporting fabrics to Eng-
land, India was not even weaving enough to supply her
own needs. Ifnglish factories were able to undersell the
hand-woven linens and muslins of India,

The House of Commons appointed a commitiee to in-
vestigate the situation in 1840. Sir Charles Trevelyan,
afterward HFinance Minister, testifying before this com-
mittee, told of the city of Dacca, the Manchester of India,
with a population of 150,000 at the end of the eighteenth
century, and now, in less than fifly yeats, reduced to
thirty or forty thousand, ““and the jungle and malaria
are fast encroaching on the town — the distress there
has been very great indeed.”

Iigures quoted at this hearing summarize the story.
In 1814, India exported 1,250,000 pieces of colton goods
to England; in 1835, only 360,000 pieces, ' In the same
time British exports of machine-made cottons into India
had risen from 818,000 yards in 1814, to 51,000,000 in
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1835. Even with this balance of irade in her fgvor,
England was still sending her goods into India with a
tax of only 324 per cent,, while she taxed Indian cotion
goods 10 per cent., silks 20 per cent., and woolen goods
30 per cent.

As the exportation of cotton goods fell off, that of
raw cotton increased. Raw cotton exported for five years
up to 1813 averaged nine pounds. In the five years end-
ing 1838 it had jumped to forty-eight million.

This was the beginning of the preponderance of agri~
culture, which is one of the principal causes of Indian
poverty and maladjustment to-day. The poverty of
India is undisputed. The West has no standards by
which to judge such penury. No author can adequately
tell the whole story. Sir William Hunter, making
a speech at Birmingham in 1880, said, “There re-
main forty millions of Indians who go through life on
insufficient food.” In 1900 William Dighy, of the In-
dian Civil Service, commented that with an increase of
population since 1880 of thirty millions, and a steady de-
crease in average income, ‘‘ there are seventy million con-
tinually hungry people in British India at the beginning
of the twentieth century.”?! Sir Charles Llliott esti«s
mated that one-half of the agricultural population are
always hungry. Two meals a day are a maximum, and
with hard times, this drops to one meal, which is fre-
quently cut to nothing at all by droughts and famines.

Sir James Meston, Finance Minister of the Viceroy's
council, and ex-Governor of the Uhnited Provinces, in a
recent speech in London referred to India as “ the lowest
taxed civilized or semi-civilized country in the world,”
The actual per capita tax is eight times as high in Russia,

1% Prosperouys Htisn India,” p. 8s.




38 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

in England twenty times, in Italy nineteen, in France
twenty-five, in the United States and Germany thirteen
times. .

This oft-repeated statement loses mutich of its force in a
comparison with the average incomes of those countries.
Comparing the average income of India with that of
the United States, our tax rate should be twenty-five
times as high,

William Digby reckoned that the daily per capita in-
come of four cents in 18350 had fallen to about one and
one-half cents by 1900, Conditions perhaps speak louder
than estimates, The actuarial calculations of insurance
companies show that the expectation of life at birth for
an Indian is twenty-two years, whereas it is forty-six
years for an Englishman, The duration of life for
Indians has grown progressively shorter since 1391 and
1901 as shown by census records.*

Official reports, made at the order of the Indian Gov-
ernment some years ago, describe India’s destitution re-
lentlessly. In 18g1, Mr, S. S, Thornburn, revenue com-
missioner of the Punjab, made a house-to-house inves-
tigation ot conditions in an area of about I,000 square
miles, with a population of 300,000, scattered through
g35 villages, The commissioner reported that ' quite
hali the old agriculturists are already ruined beyond re-
demption in 126 villages,” and their farms had passed
into the hands of the money lenders whom * our system
is making masters of the community.,” Mr. Thornburn
reportec that the primary cause {or borrowing was to
pay the land revenue, and the second cause io buy seed’
grain,

-+

1 Census of India, 1911, Actuarial Report,
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The Hon, Mr. G. Rogers, Indian Civil Service, and
member of the Bombay Council, reported similar condi-
tions in his territory to the Under-Secretary of State for
India. He said that in the eleven years up to 18go there
were sold by auction for the collection of land revenue
the occupancy rights of nearly two million acres of land
held by 840,713 defaulters, in addition to personal ptop-
erty to the value of almost a million dollars (Rs. 2,965,-
081). Nearly 60 per cent, of this land (1,174,143 acres)
had to be bought in by Government for lack of bidders,
although it was supposed to have been equitably assessed.
That is to say, in eleven years, one-cighth of the entire
agricultural population of the district was sold out of
house and home. Selling out meant not only the ryot's
land and mud hut, but his cattle, plow, cooking utensils,
beds — everything except the rags which he and his fam-
ily wore.!

These figures are old, hut later reports and my own ex-
perience reaffirm them. The Famine Commission of
1goI reported that at least one-fourth of the cultivators
of the Bombay Presidency had lost their land, while
less than one-fifth were free from debt. After fifteen
years of personal knowledge of India, with residence and
travel there, I can assert that while there is improvement
it i5 so gradual that these general statements are siill
characteristic of conditions,

The inadequacy of such a standard of living has made
India particularly susceptible to the famines which have
swept the country in the past. Her population had no re-
serve on which to fall back when the crops failed. There
were in the last century thirty-one wide-spread famines,

1 Quoted by C. J. O'Donnell, * The Failure of Lord Curzon”
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in which 32,000,000 men, women, and children died of
starvation. This is equivalent to the entire population
of five of the largest American states — Massachusetts,
New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and California.

Perhaps the most pitiful part of these famines has
been that, in spite of the network of railroads which
cover the land, at the very time that people were starving
to. death by hundred thousands in one province, the ad-
joining province might be exporting cargoes of wheat
and grain to the markets of the world, People died of
starvation, not so much because there was no grain to
~ buy, as because they had no money with which to buy it.

Pierre Loti, in his description of famine in the rose-
colored city of Jeypore, gives a wonderful sense of the
contrasts of India, where unbounded luxury and star-
vation brush shoulders.

“What an astonishing and kindly caprice it must have
been that planned a whole rose-colored city where all the
houses, ramparts, palaces, towers, balconies, and temples
are of one color, evenly diapered with similar posies of
white flowers. One might almost think that all the
walls had been hewn out of onyx.,

“T have never seen such extravagani luxury of super-
posed colonnades, of festooned arches, towers, windows,
and balcontes, All, too, of the same tinl — a rosy tint
whose color is that of a flower, or of an old silk, and
even the tiniest molding, or the tiniest arabescue, is out-
lined with a white thread graven in relief. It almost
looks as 1f a delicate tracery of white lace had been nailed
over the piece of sculpture,

* In the middle of the street there is an unending pro-
cession of armed horsemen bestriding gorgeous saddles,
of heavy carts drawn by zebras with painted horns, of
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long strings of camels and of elephants with gilded robes,
whose trunks have been ornamented with complicated
networks of colored patterns. Nude fakirs covered with
white powder from head to foot walk past, and palan-
quins and chairs that are borne on men’s shoulders are
carried along.

“ Servants lead tame cheetahs belonging to the King
through the streets. These are led on slips, so thal they
may become accustomed to crowds. They wear liftle em-
broidered caps tied under their chins with a bow,

“ There are horrible heaps of rags and bones lying on

the pavement hidden amongst the gay booths of the mer- .

chants, and people have to step aside so as not to tread
upon them., These phantoms are peasants who used to
live in the surrounding districts, They have struggled
against the droughts which brought destruction to the
land, and their long agony is imprinted on their incred-
ibly emaciated bodies, Now all is over; their cattle have
died because there was no more grass; they are hungry
and they wish to eat; that is why they have come to the
city. They thought that people would take pity on them
and would not let them die, and they had heard that food
and grain were stored here as if to resist a siege.

“ At this very moment they are piling hundreds of

sacks which the camels have brought on to the pavements.
Room cannot be found in the harns, so three starved and
naked children, whose ages range from five to ten years,
must be driven from the place where they had sought to
rest. ‘The tiniest of the three children seems to be alimost
dead, for he is motionless and has no longer strength
enotigh to drive away the flies that cling to his closed eye-
lids.  His belly is so empty that it resembles the carcass of
an animal that has beent drawn for cooking, and he has

/
f
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dragged himself along the ground so long that at last his
hip bones have rubbed through the skin, But they must
move on elsewhere so that there may be room for the
sacks of grain,” ?

The British Government in India has administered
famine relief on a colossal scale by providing work in
building roads and digging canals. In July, 1900, relief
was given daily to six and one-half million persons,®
That there has been no general famines since 1900 gives
hope that the experts are finding out how to checlt them.,
For the Government has heeded progressive criticism and
set about to prevent famine as well as to relieve it,

The combined influence of government and mission-
ary agricultural schools, demonstration stations estab-
lished by successful landowners, and now finally the ne-
cessity of war, are not only the most effective antidotes to
famine but are regenerating India’s agricultural status
and raising the ryot's standard of living to something
nearer a conceivable minimum, The work of my {riend
Samuel Higginbottom, an American missionary, who has
been appointed in charge of agriculture for the state by
the Maharajahh of Gwalior, is typical of the new day.
Higginbottom, one of Princeton’s national footbhall stars
and a post-graduate of Olhio State Agricultural College,
has soldjto the princes of India a realization of the ne-
cessity of introducing agricultural education into their
states, just as an American business man goes out and
seils adveriising,

He demonsirated American weeders doing the work
of nineteen men. Ie showed them a machine cutting
several tons of grass in the time it takes a ryot to cut

1 Pierre Loti, ¥ India,” p. 101,
2 " Imperjal Gazeleer,” vol. 3, p. 492.
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enough to feed one horse for a season. QOld-fashioned
threshing with oxen used to cost 50 cents per hundred
pounds. Higginbottom threshes by machinery for 0
cents per hundred. IFarm laborers in India only cost &
cents per day, but modern farm machinery brings in a
harvest at one-third of this cost. Higginbottom teaches
a ryot how to save 42)4 miles in plowing a single acre,
He teaches him rotation of crops, how to tse manures,
how to build silos, and store away foocl for the calile
against years of drought. As a result * Sam ” Figgin-
hottom is not only an official of the state of Gwalior, bt
he is agricultural adviser to the native states of Ruttan,
Kotah, Jalawar, Dhar, and Jaora, while throtgh his
influence the Maharajahs of Bikaner and Jodhpur are
looking for American experts who can give them their
entire time.

Indian princes under British governors are opening
agricultural schools under the Department of Education
as rapidly as possible. There are experimental farms in
every province, A board of agriculture suggests and re-
views programs of work, and publishes an agricultural
jourhal. Several native staies are using the same plans,
Mysore has opened twenty rural schools in villages cen-
trally located, where agricultural methods will be taught
along lines proposed by the Inspector General a; Educa~
tion of British India. In Gwalior, another native state,
the Gwalior Agricultural Company, organized hy the offi-
cial State Trust, has taken over twenty million acres of
land for farming operations on a large scale, This will
also serve as a demonstration station,

No amount of intensive farming and reorganization of
her agricultural life will fully meet the situation. India’s
great economic weakness is over-development of agricul-
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ture to the exclusion of all industrial life. Sir James
Meston referred in a recent speech 1o this situation:
“ .. Itisa fact that 9o to g5 per cent, of the population
is engaged in agricultural or pastoral pursuits.,” The pro-
portion of those employed in industry as compared with ag-
riculture in India is 2 to 13, whereas in England it is 8 to
I, and even in Ireland, it is 3 to 4. With such an abnor-
mal majority working in the fields a community has no
alternative source of income when there is drought or a
poor harvest.

W. H. Moreland, writing in the Quarterly Review,
refers to the ‘ recognized poverty of India’ as the ac-
tuating impetus for the present Nationalist movement
and adds: * It is a matter of common knowledge that
the present income of the country, even if it were equilably
distributed, would not suffice to provide the population
with even the indispensable elements of a reasonable life,
This fundamental factor of poverty is unquestionably
correlated with the undue preponderance of agriculture
as a means of livelthood. The need of diversification of
employment insisted on so strongly by the Famine Com-
mission of 1880, only becomes more obvious with each
sticcessive advance in knowledge of the economic condi-
tion of the country.”

In 1880, there were, in all India, 77 cotton and jute
factories, employing 65,000 hands. By 1915 this had
risen to 303 factories, employing 279,000 persons, The
state industries of munitions and railways employed
about three-fourths of a million, and mining another
quarter million. No other industry in India employed
over 20,000 workers, That is, in 1915, India, with a

2 April, 1917,
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total population of 315,000,000 had less than a million
antd 2 half employed in industry,

The war necessity {or making India not only self-stp-
porting but a source of supply for the allied armies came
at the psychological moment. Her economic transition
has been enormously speeded up hy this new impetus Lo
‘Indian industry., Swadeshi has its difficulties to over-
come, however. It is conceded that the Indian 1s not nat-
urally a business man, There is the exception, the Bom-
hay Parsi, who has a genius for business, The educated
Indian, however, turns more instinctively to professional
life, especially law., There are a few successful Hindu
and Mohammedan business concerns. A conspicuolis ex-
ample of Indian management is the Tata Iron and Steel
\Works, menttoned in the previous chapter. These worlks
have sprung up with American swiftness in the jungles
of QOrissa, where they have laid out plans for an indus-
trial city of 20,000 people. They began with a capital:-
zation of seven and threc quarter millions, and an In-
dian board of directors which engages American experis
to organize and administer the works. Their inter-
national headquarters in New York City occuples a suite
of offices thoroughly American in efficiency and lavish-
ness. Already this concern has branched out inte nu-
metous subsidiary lines, and is promoting plans for build-
ing and construction work afier the war, which will per-
mit it to continue turning out its war-time capacity,

Recently I saw an,announcement in the New York
Tumes by the Guarantee Trust Company that it had com-
pleted arrangements to acl as correspondents of the Tata
Industrial Bank Company, Ltd., of India. The Tata
Bank does a general banking and exchange business, but
its specialty is to finance and develop industries in India
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and adjacent countries, Among ils interests is a hydro-
clectric company supplying Bombay with 40,000 horse-
power. It is now doubling the plant. The very conspic-
uous and isolated success of this concern suggests that
India may repeat our American experience of fostering
big monopolies rather than numerous small concerns,
Infinite industrial opportunity presents itself in such a
virgin continent as India, Her recent advance in export
figures is due to increased business sipce the war in raw
and manufactured jute, raw and manufactured cotton,
and milled grains. Recently India has developed a large
. export trade in leather, and Cawnpore during the last
year of the war furnished all leather for the boots and ac-
couterments of British armies in the Fast, This is es-
pecially interesting in view of the orthodox religious prej-
tdice against traffic in leather and against persons who
work in leather, because the body of the cow is sacred.
According to Hindu law all such workers are outcaste, and
are segregated rigidly from the rest of the community.
(In the great industrial development ahead of India, she
is" confronted by the menace which every young indus-
trial nation must face, of a terrific. ruthlessness as to
laboring conditions.) An official census of wages pre-
vailing in India was’taken in 1911, The daily wage of
the unskilled farm hand in Bengal ran from 4 to 8 cents;
the unskilled city worker averaged g5 to 10 cenis,
Among skilled workers there was greater variety.
Masons were paid 12 to 16 cents, and in Calcuita car-
penters earned as high as 32 cents. Wages in the other
provinces were approximately the samme! A table of
wages paid in eight industries during 1913, gives an av-

1 Official report on Moral and Material Condition of India, rgra-
13, p. 124,
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erage daily wage of 17 cents. The industries were cot-
ton, wool, paper, rice, brewing, jute, coal, and tea. With
the exception of the last two, «these are skilled urban
trades, and represent the highest wages paid.!

There is theoretically such a thing as an irreducible
minimum. These wages seem to have reached it
India's standard of wages cannot sink much lower or
she will be in the position of the man who had just taught
his horse to eat sawdust, when the horse died, (’I‘he
trouble is that when the fierce grind of competition be-
tween big industries seizes India, there will be no chance
of raising this standard of living and civilization, until .
the first long spasm of commercial expansion and mon-
opoly has passed. )

Judging by the evidence presented before the Factory
Labor Committee which sat in India in 1908, the grind
of competition is alrcady about as severe as flesh and
blood can endure. This committee appointed by the
Government personally visited and examined all the
principal jute, cotton, rice, and flour mills of India. The
working schedules of these mills come under two classes :
those which use electric light, and those which do not.
The ** daylight hours ™ mills have a 1314 hour working
day in summer (rom §:30 A. M, to 7:30 . M. In winter,
this 1s cut to 11 hours. Mills lighted by electricity are
not subject to these limitations, The Calcutia jute mills
open at 4:30 in the morning and run until 8:30 at night.
The committee found that cotton-ginning mills run 12 to
18 hours a day during the rush season, and the rice and
flour mills sometimes as high as 20 to 22 hours, It
is a general custom to require the operatives {0 come to

1 Review of Trade of India, 1013-14, p. 84,
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the mills on Sundays and clean their machines, a task
cor.suming from three to five hours.

Because Indian cities ure so crowded, many of the op-
eratives are forced 1o live two and three miles from their
worle, involving a long walk Dhefore and after hours. A
member of the committee, picking ont at random a child
of seven working in one of the mills asked him how
far away he lived. Ie replied two miles, and that he
had to leave his home at 4 o’clock every morning to reach
the works in time,

The employment of children is another evil which
. threatens India's next generation. The laws are very
lax. Children over g years may be employed as “ half-
timers —- that is 724 to 8 hours a day. As soon as they
are 14, they may he employed full time, Iiven these
conditions are grossly violated. The Committee found
that *‘ children are as a rule habitually worked during the
whole running hours of the factory, not on the excuse
that they are over 14, but in pure disregard of the law.”

Of 3,300 “half-timers” examined by the medical
members of the Cominittee, 10 per cent, were found to be-
less than 9 years old. In the jute mills of Bengal chil-
dren of 6 to 7 working 8 hours a day constitute 30 to 40
per cent. of the “half-time” staff, One manager ad-
mitted that probably 25 per cent., of the * hali-timers*
in his mill were under ¢ years old.

Almost the only evidence of intelligent consideration
of the human beings involved are the laws affecting the
employment of women, which were passed in 1891,
Women may not work more than 11 hours a day, and
they must have a rest interval during the day of 14
hours, It is discouraging to find that this official com-
mittee consisting of six British and three Indian mem-
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bers, sitting as recently as 1908, suggested the removal
of this one poor protection for the women who must
bear and nurse India’s next gengration. The commitlee
recommended that the hours of labor for women be ex-
tanded from 11 to 12 hours, and that the rest interval
be reduced from 114 hours to ¥4 hour. It is only fair
to add that a majority of the commiitee did recommend
a reduction in the working hours for men, and certain
limitations on the employment of children.

Thoughtful Indians are already awake to the menace
of the situation, One Indian member of the Commitiee
filed a minority report of outraged protest against such
findings. Individual Indians are active in improving con-
ditions. They bring to the labor problem something of
that same mystical intensity which differentiates their re-
ligion and their whole attitude toward life from the Oc-
cidental. This is evidenced in an account by M. K.
Gandhi of his part in a recent strike of 10,000 mill work-
ers in Ahmedabad.,

Mr. Gandhi became conspicuous in labor affairs as an
investigator of the shocking conditions of Indian inden-
tured labor in South Africa, and when this strike came on
he was appointed one of a hoard of three arbitrators fo
settle the dispute. A %0 per cent. bonus, granted in the
fall of 1917 because of plague, had suddenly heen with-
drawn the following spring. The mill hands at first de-
manded a permanent raise of %0 per cent. which was
later modified to §0. The mill owners offered 20 per
cent. The arbitrators succeeded in inducing the workers
to compromise on 35 per cent. To their chagrin, the
owners refused to meet this compromise. Then Mr.
Gandhi, though a member of a joint board of arbifration,
took a vow that he would not touch food untii the workers
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had either won their 35 per cent. or had themselves given
up the strike. The strikers won,

In the Indian Review for April, 1918, Mr, Gandhi
offers an apology for his vow, with a simple solemnity
that is somehow characteristic of the Indian attitude
toward anything which he takes seriously.

“But the mill hands had grown weary of the twenty-
two days struggle, were preparing to go to work and ac-
cept the 20 per cent. increase, and were taunting us (1
think very properly) that it was very well for us who
had motors at our disposal and plenty of food to attend
~ their meetings and advise staunchness even unto death,

“1 felt that it was a sacred moment for me, my faith
was on the anvil, and I had no hesitation in rising and
declaring to the men that a breach of their vow so sol-
emnly taken was unendurable by me, and that I would not
take any food until they had the 35 per cent. increage
given or until they had fallen.

‘“Before I took the vow I knew that there were serfous
defects about it. For me to take such a vow in order
to affect in any shape or form the deciston of the mill-
owners wotild be a cowardly injustice done to them and
I would prove mysell unft for the friendship which I
had the privilege of enjoying with some of them, I
knew that 1 ran the risk of being misunderstood, 1
could not prevent my fast from affecting iheir decision,
The knowledge, moreover, put a responsibility on me
which I was ill able to hear, Irom now I disabled my-
self from gaining concessions for the men which ordin-
arily in a struggle such as this I would be entirely justi-
fied in securing, I put the defects of my vow in one
scale and the merits of it in the other. There are hardly
any acts of human heings which are free from all taint.
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Mine, I knew, was exceptionally tainted: but better the
ignominy of having unworthily compromised by my vow
the position and independence qof the mill-owners than
that it should be said by posterity that 10,000 men had
suddenly broken a vow which they had for over twenty
days solemuly taken and repeated in the name of God.”
Even before the growth of her industries had begun,
the cities of India presented a baffling housing problem.
Into the welter of crooked streets and u115a11ita.r},r habits
of an Oriental city these great industrial plants are wedg-
ing their thousands of employees. Working from before
dawn until after dark, men and women are too exhausted
to go far from the plant to sleep, if they can help it.
When near-by houses are jammed to suffocation, they
live and sleep in the streets. In Caleutta, twenty years
ago, land had reached $200,000 an acre in the ovet-
crowced tenement districts, G, W. Stevens describes it
vividly:

“ Calcutta is a shame even in the East. In its slums,
mill hands and dock coolies do not live; they pig.
Houses choke with unwholesome breath ¢ drains and com-
pounds fester in filth. Wheels compress decaying refuse
in the roads; cows drink from wells soaked with sewage,
and the floor of bakeries 1s washed in the same poliution,
What wonder, then, that the death rate of the whole
city is thirty-six in the thousand — in one ward, forty-
eight in the thousand.” * The death rate for New York
City and for the United States is fourteen per thousand,
arid in England, thirteen,

War work added to the horrors of over-crowding, w1th
profiteering by the landlords. Rents were raised as much

1 G. W. Stevens, ' In India.”
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as 300 per cent., enforced by eviction. Mass meetings of
protest in Bombay resulted in government action, fixing
maximum rents for some of the tenements occupied by
artisans and laborers,

Setting maximum rental does not, however, make more
room. Last winter in Madras they brought their straw
mats and frame cots down on the streets and slept there
by hundreds. In New York City the police close cet-
tain East Side streets to traffic in the summer for play
sireels for the children. In India, people themselves
make a Dbarricade across either end of the street with their
charpoys or cots, placed end to end. Inside these barri-
cades the entire street and sidewalk is closely packed with
men and women sleeping on siraw mats or with only a
blanket between them and the pavement, Iven streets
that are not barricaded arc so crowded with sleepers that
it {s impossible to walk through them. Industrial com-
missions have been appointed to investigate and report all
over India. At the request of the Amir of Kabul, a
commission of British experts is advising him on the
planning and administration of woolen mills, tanneries,
and leather factories in his state,

The Maharajah of Travancore has appointed a Euro-
pean expert to make an industrial survey of his state and
draw up a program for industrial and technical education,®
A Government Industrial Commission held protracted
hearings in Bombay during the winter of 1917, Re-
peated emphasis was given to the difficulty of obtaining
capital in India for new enterprises. As one witness put
it, “ It is not difficult to raise capital for concerns similar
to those already existing, as the cotton mills in Bombay
or the jute mills in Calcutta, It 1s most difficult ta%\\:ise

capital for a new industry, small or large. Investorfiare
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nervous and will not tread unknown paths, This is ag-
gravated by the fact that the savings of the people are’
small : the standard of comfort is low; investors are few,!
.nervous and suspicious; the average rate of interest is
much higher than in other industrial countries; no local
capital is available for strictly local industries, as laun-
dries, gas works and tramways,”

The old Hindu custom of hoarding money handicaps;
industrial expansion. This is an Indian habit which fills'
British statesmen with despair. India is called the sink
of precious metals. I had the privilege of being taken
through the treasure vaults of one of the wealthiest Ma-
harajahs. T could have plunged my arm to the shoulder
in great silver caskets flled with diamonds, pearls, em-
eralds, rubies. The walls were studded with hooks and
on each pair of hooks rested gold bars three to four feet
long and two inches across. I stood by a great caslk
of diamonds, and picking up a handful let them drop
slowly from between my fingers, sparkling and glistening

like drops of water in sunlight,
There are some seven hundred native states, and the

rulers of every one has his treasure vaults on a more or
less elaborate scale. Besides these, every zamandar and
every Indian of high or low degree who can save any-
thing, wants to have it by him in actual metal ; he distrusts
this new~fangled paper currency that they try to pass off
on him. Sometimes he Dbeats his coins into bangles
for his wives, and sometimes he hides money behind a
loose brick or under a flat stonc in the bottom of the oven,
or he goes out and digs a little hole and buries it. This
explains India’s chronic scarcity of silver which became so

t The Pioneer, November 30, 1017,
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acute last spring as to threaten panic, followine a flurey
of war-titne prosperity and an advance in value of the
rupee from one shilling four pence {o one shilling seven
pence, The United States came to the rescue with an
act of Congress whereby we melted down 100,000,000 of
our old silver cart wheels and released altogether $200,-
000,000 from otr silver reserve, shipping it to India just
in the nick of time to relieve the siringency.

The spread of codperative credit societies promises to!
circumvent both the hoarding habit and the extortions!
of the money lender, as well as to create reserves available '
for small industrial enterprises,

The conspicuous sticcess of the codperative movement
in rural districts all over Europe led British officials to be-
lieve that it would be help{ul here, and sevetal efforts
were made to introduce the scheme prior to the famines
of 1808 to 19oo, The Famine Commission of 1901 rec-
ommended such action, and the Cooperative Credit So-
cieties Act was put through in 1904, Any group of ten
persons living in the same village may start a society for
the purpose of raising funds from the deposits of mem-
bers and distributing them by loans to members, As the
schoolmaster or accounfant is usunally the only literate
person in a village, he is generally secretary of the society.
In 1916 The Servants of India organized training classes
for secretaries in Bombay, 'Thirty selected secretaries at-
tended, their expenses paid by Government., These
classes, in addition {o training men in the actual work of
keeping hooks and granting loans, atterpt to kindle in
them a sense of the constructive possibilities of their posi-
tion. They inspire these men, scattered through all the
remote villages of India, to serve as centers of stimulus
and progress in each community. They teach them to







The American tractor breaks ground for the new day

Would you know what to do with the plow and dices of a tractor
m a flax field in India?
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give elementary lessons in sanitation, scientific farming,
the use of simple machinery, and especially they urge the
men to impress their people with the value of education
itself, ?

The agricultural societies make loans for the purchase
of stock, fodder, seed, manure, the sinking of wells, and,
in emergencies, for personal maintenance. There are
also non-agricultural societies for hand-loom weavers,
milkmen, dyers, basket and brass workers, and housing
societies. In June, 1915, there were 17,324 societies,
with a total of 825,000 membets, and a working capital
of nearly thirty muilion dollars.* There have bheen no
widespread famines since the establishment of these so-
cieties, and it is hoped that they wiil serve as another
preventive measure, Even the war did not give them
any appreciable jolt. Deposits fell off at first, but the
Government tided over any tendency to panic by an ad-~
varnce of 500,000 rupees to the central societies, and they
are now on a secure basis. Perhaps their greatest
achievement has been in lowering the rate of interest
from its former exorbitant range of 20 to 75 per cent, to
a more nearly nominal 9 to 18 per cent.?

It i1s unfair to make any sweeping generalizations
about the economic conditions of India. The colossal
suffering of general famines is at least diminishing and
perhaps it {s a thing of the past. But the life-long tor-
ment of bitter poverty and chronic hunger is widesptread,
Financiers and statesmen, removed by many miles of red
tape from the actual collection of taxes, from the grim
sordidness or evictions and dispossession, give statements
cheerily enough of India’s unparelleled prosperity as a

1 B. Abdy Collins, 1. C, S., Nineteenth Century, June, 1018, p. 1256,
2 Year Book, 1917, p. 487
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result of the war. The New York Times headlines a
telegraphic item about India’s recent silver crisis, ** Vie-
tim of her Prosperity.” ! The Indian Year Book, 1917,
summarizing conditions for the past year, says: “ The
danger is lest India, absorbed in this material prosperity,
should become less alive 1o the transcendental ethical is-
sues tnvolved in the war.” # Tt seems as if the Year Book
was borrowing trouble!

The Hon. E. 5, Montagu in a speech on his return
from India in the summer of 1918, referring {o the very
class whom the war has been supposed to benefit, 1hose
working in the big mills, said that * the wages paid in
india are so low that even a small rise in the price of
food or cotton may give rise to serious disturbance,” and
he added that he does *“ not think it right that so many
of the inhabitants should earn so precarious a living,”

Lord Sinha who has been singled out for the most
conspicuous honors ever conferred upon any Indian, may
he taken to represent the conservative and pro-Adminis-
tration type of Indian statesman. In a recent statement
given to the Oversea Press Center, he characterized some
of these glowing accounts. He said that the statement
that India was in a state of great prosperity at the present
tine *“ must have been due to some misunderstanding. It
could not be said that India was prosperous. One had
heard of tremendous profits by the jute mills of Bengal.
Tute being most essential for purposes of war, it was no
wotider that jute mills made enormious profits and were
very prosperous. But it did not follow tliat rvots were
for that reason well off ; in fact, the truth Eth“lt during
the whole of the war they had been very badly,off. Jute

t New York Tines, August 23, 1018,
2 Year Book, 1917, P, 1.
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mills in Calcutta are exclusively British, I might almost
say Scottish, and no part of the profit made goes into the
Indian pockét.

“ India is poor, and so far as dne can see, if the policy
of laisses-faire goes on, she will remain poor. With a
law-abiding and peaceful population, with a fertile soil,
with unlimited resources, there is no reason why India
should not be as prosperous as any other part of the Em-
pire, * Who will find a remedy for her poverty? We
lock to England for the answer.”

The name India once suggested fabulous riches. Shey
gave us the word Nabob. Golconda is in Southern India.,
“ The wealth of Ind" " was proverbial. India has mag-
nificent natural resources. She produces two-fifths of
the world’s total supply of cane sugar; one-third of its
total tea, tobacco, rice, and cattle® one-fifth of its cotton:
and one-tenth of its wheat. She contains one-fifteenth of
the total railway mileage of the world, and yet——onej
fifth of her poputlation are underfed.’

India’s poverty and her ill-adjusted economic organiza-
tion should not necessarily be interpreted as an indict-
ment of the British Government in India, Some ele-
ments of the situation could have heen avoided by a more
liberal and more generous statesmanship. It is scarcely
fair, however, to demand of British statesmen of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries a perfection still far
beyond our twentieth century grasp, The modern social
consciousness will preduce new economic policies,

On the other side of the slate, the British administra-
tors of India have splendid achievements to their credit,
They have built 30,000 miles of railroad. They have
put nearly 17,000,000 acres of land under irrigation,

1 The Statesman, 1918,
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They have given India the beginning of an educational
system, They have made headway against India’s two
most colossal and overwhelming problems, famine and
plague. Gradually they are introducing all the complex
devices and labor-saving machinery of modern life —
cold storage transpori of food and fruit, grain elevators,
scientific methods of agriculture, modern sanitation in the
cities, cooperative banks and credit societies, Trade con-
ditions since the war are hopeful. Her total export trade
for 1015-16 was $775,000,000, an advance of 21 per
cent, over the previous year, while the gap between her
exports and imports amounted to $2¢5,000,000 as com-
pared with $200,000,000 for the previous year.

Most subtly pervasive of all, the standard of living in
the cities is rising., Indians in industry are spending
more money on themselves, They are wearing more
clothes and of better quality. They are putting on shoes
and carrying umbrellas to protect them against the burn-
ing Indian sun. While it is quite the opposite of an ad-
vance for the temperate Indian, the increasing amount
he spends on liquor indicates that he has more of a mar-
gin than in the past. India’s growing liquor bill is a
serious problem. Not only does the Indian climate ex-
aggerate the influence of alcohol many fold, but the aver-
age Indian is habitvally underfed and cannot stand the
effects. Consumption of liquor by an Englishman, in-
heritor of a tradition of three meals a day of mutton
chops, beef-steak pie, and roast beef with Yorkshire pucl-
ding, is not to be compared with the effects on vege-
tarian India with her one or iwo scant meals a day, It
is more comparable to the difference between a cocktail
on an empty stomach and a glass of liquor after a hearty
meal,
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Both Hindu and Mohammedan religions forbid the use
of stimulants, and m the past Indians have been remark-
ably temperate. But civilization exacts penalties to bal-
ance its benefits. When electric lights were introduced
into Indian cities in 1896, the working schedules in the
mills were at once lengthened from the daylight hours to
fifteen hours a day.’

India is to-day in a state of transition, She is pags-
ing from a terrifically overbalanced agricultural com-
munity to a more normal distribution between agricul-
ture and industry. Sir Theodore Morison, in one of his
economic studies of India, divides the nations of the
world into two classes, those which have and have not
pagssed through their industrial revolution. India has
not yet passed, but she has started, And because she was
already peculiarly disorganized economically, she faces
unwonted perils 1n the process.

Her agricultural sysiem, the backbone and vitals of her:
economic body, must be thoroughly overhauled. In ad-
dition, she must adjust herself to the unfamiliar modes
of industry,

India was not prepared for this abrupt transition from |
country to cily. The old Indian life, while there was
much hardship and want, was an easy-going life. Every
one rosc betimes and worked in the early morning while
it was still cool.  Around noon, every one stretched out
for a nap. Iiven the animals lay down on the shady side
of the street, and the very birds in the trees were still,
Then, as the noonday heat diminished, comfortably and
casually India went to work again.

Now the old Indian pastoral life is giving way, and

1 Indian Year Book, 1917,
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families are broken up. Young mothers put their chil-
dren in chatge of old dames in the villages and crowd
into the cities for this new kind of work, coming baclk
to their homes only for festivals. The glitter of city
streets at night dazzles these simple peasants, just as it
dazzles the Slav girls and boys whom we may see on
Saturday night parading through the streets of our New
England mill towns. Indian working women, intoxi-
cated by the novelly of having money in their own hands,
are buying tawdry jewelry, and all the cheap manufac-
tired haubles with which cities abound — and going with-
out food and shelter to pay for them.
India may find inspiration and courage in the fact
\ that her transition is taking place in a day when all
civilization has heen roused to make the world safe for
democracy. The industrial excesses of the first days of
machine production have passed, and the civilized world
has learned —- it is to be hoped — certain lessons in the
process. Sweatshops, fifteen-hour working days, child
labor, unrestrained competition — these are all part of
the factory system’s Stone Age. The British Labor
Party in England, and progressive groups everywhere,
are working for legislation to correct such industrial de-
bauchery. There is ground for hope that the theme of
democracy which ran through ithe war may serve to
reénforce their demands, and that the example of
progress in the Occident may avail to save India some
of the slow travail of learning all the lesson hy experi-
erce, ,
\  Americans who accept without qualification President
- Wilson's magnificent definitions of democracy cannot
doubt that the only hope for India, as for all the world,
lies in a democratic reconstruction of her economic and
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social life from the bottom up. In this reconstruction,
not only economic abuses must go, but the social also —-
caste, the subjugation of women, child marriage, and the
segregation of a community of fifty million outcastes.

It is a big program — ambitious as the process of evo-
iution itself, It is evolution. DBut it is only by an or-
ganic evolution from the Middle Ages of religious super-
stition, industrial slavery, and social flunkeyism that
India can build for herself a foundation of integrity,
four-square, which shall make her eligible to the great
company of democratic nations of the future,
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OLD ORDERS AND NEW

Caste and woman are the two stormn centers of social
reform in India. Their status is a survival from that
tenth-century India which both the war and modern life
have jostled severely.

The Hmdu commumty 1s divided into what have been
called four “ waler-tight compartments,” four castes
which it orthodox circles maintain the most rigid social
barriers against each other. There is no intermarriage,
inlerdining, or personal relationship between them. A
low-caste person may not be a personal servant in the
house of a higher caste because his touch would contami-
nate the latier. In Southern India, where caste has been
most strictly enforced, even the shadow of a lower caste
man defiles, and there is a graduated scale of distances
which the lower castes must ohserve. The Kammalan
group — masons, blacksmiths, carpenters, and leather
workers — pollute at 24 feet, toddy-drawers at 30 feet,
pulayan or Cheruman cultivators at 48 feel, and Pariahs
— beef-eaters — at 64 feet.

If a low caste crossing a bridge sees a higher caste
approaching the other end, he must run back and stand
to one side at the prescribed distance until his superior
has passed. Men have frequently died in famines rather
than accept food from lower castes,

Original castes were based on the occupational divi-
sions which go to make class distinctions in every coun-
try. - Affter twenty-five centuries, by incorporating itself

into the religious system, caste has become tremendously
62
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powerful. There were according to the Census 2,378
“main castes in 1901, The sub-castes and divisions under
these are innumerable. Many are a result of personal
differences, quarrels over leadersllip or policy, ‘when the
overruled minority withdrew and started a new caste.
The majority are formed by occupations,

The four original castes were the Brahman or priest,
the Kshatriya or warrior, the Vaisya or farmer, and the
Sudra or {radesman, Divine authority for this division
is found in the Rig-Veda, The Vedas are the oldest of
the Hindu scriptures, and Hindus assert that they ex-
isted * from before time”— or, to Dbe tediously exact,
at least since B. C, 3000. As the Vedas were memorized
and handed down by word of mouth until 1500 A. D,
when they were first put in writing, there are no evi-
dences of inscription or parchment on which archaolo-
gists may base an estimate of their age. 1t is generally
admitted that the Vedas, if not the very oldest, are
among the earliest of books. The Vedic story of Cre-
ation runs:

“ The embodied spirit has a thousand heads,
A thousand eyes, a thousand feet around,
On every side enveloping the earth,
Yet flling space no larger than a span,
He is himself this very Univeise.
He is whatever is, has been, shall be,
ITe is the Lord of Timmartality.
All ereatures are one fourth of him, three fourths
Are that which is immotrial in the sky,
When they divided him, how did they cut him up?
The Brahman was his mouth, the kingly soldier
Was made bis arms, the husbandman his thighs,
The servile Sudra issued from his feet”?

1 Sir M. Monier-Williams' franslation,
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This takes caste back to the beginning of the world,
and makes it part of the scheme of creation, Pumsh-
ments prescribed in the Code of Manu for offenses
against casle are much more rigorous than for other of-
fenses, For stealing grain a man must go back and be a
mouse in his next life: {or stealing brass, he is reborn
a gander; but if a DBrahman Dbreaks or mneglects his
caste rules, he must be born again a vomil-eating
demon. A Kshairiya or warrior breaking caste will
be reborn a demon {feeding onn excrement and dead
hodies, and a {armer becomes a demon feeding on

putrid carrion,
The laws fencing off each caste from those above are

also severe. If a Sudra, or member of the lowest caste,

listens intentionally to a recitation of the Veda, his ears
shall be filled with molien tin. 1f he recites Veda texts,
his tongue shall he cut out, If he remembers them, his
body shall be split in twain.?

Apologists for caste emphasize the similarity hetween
caste lines and the class distinctions of European and
American life. The essential difference — and it is this
which gives caste such a fundamental place in Hindu life
~—is thaf, whereas in Christian communities religion is
opposed to class distinctions, and at least theoretically
ignores them, in India caste is one of the basic facts of
religion, Western class lines, with all their faults, are
based on rather indefinite lines of birth, wealth, and some-
times intelleciual' achievement, The vagueness of these
lines in the course of generations gives the social life they
dominale a certain elasticity,

On the contrary, caste divisions are absolutely rigid,
No man who was not born a Brahman may become one,

1 Gautama Dharmastitry.

F
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Men were created intrinsically different, just as the horse

" differs from the tiger, Enshrined in their religion, caste
has put itself * beyond good and evil,” leaving no mar-
gin for the sl11ft111g of evolution. The Abbe Duboise
commented, . Hindus hold all their customs and
usages to be invialabl&, for being essentially religious they
consider them as sacred as religion itself.”

In defense of caste, it is argued that it provides a basis
for solidarily within each group, offering a natural unit
of mutual assistance and comradeship, Sir Bampfylde
Fuller attributes to her caste organization India’s power
of resistance to famine. “‘Indeed it might perhaps be

wargued that caste owes its extraordinary development
to apprehension of famine. Caste’ certainly establishes
some such responsibility for relief as was thrown upon

English villages by the Poor Law settlement.”

The trouble with these natural units is that about g5
per cent, of the well-to-do are segregated in the two upper
groups, where comparatively few calls are made upon
them, leaving the other 300 millions dependent on people
wlio are, in the main, no better off than themselves. Such
a system is opposed to the whole modern theory of
the Dbrotherhood of man. We might as well reply
when they solicit money for starving Furope, *Let
Belgians feed the Belgians, and let Armenians feed

Armenians,”’
Caste is also justified as a primitive sort of trade guild

with the advantages growing out of a craft spirit handed
down through generations, as well as with the benefits of

trade organizations in a small way,— surely in 2 very
small way, with 9o to 95 per cent. of the population of

1% Studies of Indian Life and Sentiment,” p. 2zo2.
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India employed in agriculture, As for their efficiency, if
they are at all responsible for the wages and standard of
living prevalent among the lower castes, India would be

well tid of them. "

Another defense of caste is the theory that each group
constitutes a perfect democracy in itself. The two higher
castes, though monopolizing the prestige and most of the
privileges of life, are not exclusively men of wealth.
Each caste counts its capitalists, bourgeoisie, and pau-
pets, Because wealth does not have the same signifi-
cance in [ndia as in other countries, a wealthy landownet
marries his daughter to the son of the poorest member
of his caste rather than go outside of its bounds. It is
absurd, however, to attempt to ind any real democracy
in a society divided and subdivided into 2,378 main seg-
Ement:-:., calling each of these a perfect little democracy.
It is a misuse of the word democracy.

The mischief of the caste system is so obvious that,
‘as William Archer says, “it is like beating at an open
door to demonstrate its evils.” Perhaps its most per-
vasive injury is the hatred it engenders in the human
heart. It makes the upper caste hate the lower because
of his injustice in taking this gross advantage of the acci-
dent of Dirth. The hero of Tolstoi’s * Redemption,”
thinking hack over the sins of his life, realized that he
hated his wife because of the brufal wrongs he had dotfie
her and that he loved the gipsy Mascha because he had
played fair with her. The Brahman hates the Sudra
because, subconsciously, he resents the knowledge in his
own heart of being so willfully in the wrong.

And the Sudra hates the Braliman because it is only
human to hate those who bully and take unjust advan-
tage of the weak, whether they take it by force as pirates
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and highwaymen or under guise of such higher sanction,

=us the divine right of kings, and Droit de Seigneur, ot by
those modern canons, the law of supply and demand and
survival of the fittest, §

Caste has proved itself abundantly in the wrong. If
it were a valid system, it would raise a constantly increas-
ing majority to a better standard of living and to a higher
plane of life. Instead, its conspicuous result is to
cheapetr human life and submerge increasing multitudes
in degradation,

William Archer has summed up the evils of the caste
system Dbriefly and comprehensively: ‘It has enfeebled
India politically by substituting class exclusiveness for
solidarity, class vanity for patriotism, It has impov-
erished her physically by fostering a marriage system
which is thoroughly unhealthy, both in ils obligations

. and in its resirictions. It has corrupted her morally
by making insensate arrogance a religious and social
duty. It has paralyzed her intellectually by forcing her
to occupy her mind with infantife rules and distinctions
and to regard them as the most serious interests im
life,” 1

The British Government maintains a neutral attitude,
yet, strange to say, there are sometimes individual en-

rsements of caste by government officials.  Sir Michael
OWDwyer, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, in a recent
speech before the students of the Punjab University en-
larged on caste ‘ as a means of reform.” 2

Commenting on this speech, the editor of the Indian
Soctal Reformer wrote: *° To lean upon the hureaucracy
for help against orthodoxy is as foolish and futile as to

1% India and the Future,” p. 84.
? Indian Social Reformer, December 30, 1017,
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lean upon orthodoxy for help against bureauctacy. 'The
pujari at the temple and the pujari at the secretariat are~
blood brothers, The one is as bad an idolator as the
other, though the one worships stocks and stones and the
other worships sealing wax, red tape, and an endless num-
ber of codes.”

The Indian Year Book, 1917, while comrmenting
harshly on the status of women in India, has gentle words
for the caste system, describing it as “a democracy in
which the poor and lowly have always the upper hand
over the'rich and high-placed,”

Reports from the province of Cochin complain that
caste tyraniny is increasing. [Fzhavas must observe * dis-
tance pollution,” may not send their children to school,
nor use the government hostels, post offices, nor the roads.
They add that a large number of new signs forbidding
the use of the public roads have receutly been put up by
government officials,’ q

The influences working against caste are pumerous and
inevitable* The comunon sense of an Indian people, in-
convenienced by the archaic demands of these old customs
hattling against the necessities of modern civilized life,
constitutes the most powerful antagonist to caste, FHin-
dus love to travel, to make pilgrimages to the shrines of
theiy gods. Bul they are poor and must travel cheaply
S0 the third-class carriages of Indian trains are usuall
Jammed to suffocation, In flaming turbans and Rowing
drapeties, loaded down with bedding, food, dishes, water
jugs and babies, they pack close together inio the third-
clags catriages in a degree of democracy never before
witnessed in India, Bronze Pariahs clad in a loin cloth,

Y Indian Social Reformer, November 4, 1017,
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dignified Gurus in saffron robes with golden beads and
'ivory and silver staves, ghostly purdah women completely
swathed in white sheets, with glass holes for their eyes,
austere Brahmans in the sacred dignity of their triple
cord, all stbw 'themselves away in an economical con-
fusion, breathing the same air, rubbing shoulders wilh
outcastes, looking out througl the same windows — win-
dows whose panes are tinted to protect the eyes against
the glare of the Indian sun. There is still an incongruous
effort to carry out the old rules. If in the midst of this
undignified welter, a European or low caste happens to
brush against a Brahman’s water jar in passing, the
Brahman with magnificent contempt steps to the door and
throws out the polluted water, preferring to go thirsty
for the rest of his hot, dusty trip.

Even 5o, the fringes of the system must be frayed when
one remembers that outcastes were not even permitted to
enter cerlain villages during the daytime, lest they cast a
shadow which might fall across a Brahman. As a con-
cession to this modern spirit, there is appearing a new
classification of traveling necessities, hottled soda-water,
ice, and biscuits in tins, which are non-carriers of ritual-
istic infection, These the” “ twige born*’’ may buy and
constime en route, ; ,

Politics too is working against caste, ILlections are
tlb respecters of castes, An occastional oubcaste educated
in a mission school and possessed of that indomitable
zenius which carries through errific handicaps, is clected
‘0 a provincial council, where he sits next to the higher
:astes and in the rodtfie of business passes on papers,
xooks, and exhibits, as they make their way round the
able from hand to hand. The upper castes dismiss this
1s of no impottance ; they keep up no social relations with
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him, OQuiside the council room, they explain, il is a
mere matier of business. Bul it is an entering wetdge,

The war has been an irresistible influence against caste,
All the soldiers at the [ront hroke caste in crossing the
water, and in the emergencies of warfare they have fre-
quently heen obliged (o break caste {n cating and in mat-
{ers of ritual., 1f the IHindu priests dare not altempt 1o
enforce the rules of penance and purification upon {he
thousands of soldiers returning from the war, vic-
toriouts heraes, this laxity on the priest’s part will also
have its cflect,

/ Reform influences working against caste are mainly
two : missionaries and progressive Hindus whose organ-
ization platforms usually include anti-caste planks,

The missionarics have opposed caste from their carliest
days in the country. The private diary of Ananda
Ranga Dillai, chief Dubash or factotum under the Frenehs
Governor in Pondicherry, 1736~1761, gives quite casually
a description of the struggle agamst caste wven then.
This diary, naively confidential int tone, by the ranking
Indian official under, Governor Dupleix, the most im-
portant Colonial Governar ever sent to Incia hy the
[French, gives a fascinatingly direct and vivid sense of
those early days ol colonial adventure. Tillai who was |
not a convert to Christianily, wrofce: [1

“ Saturday, QOctober 16, 17485,

* Al 8 this morning the church was (he seene of a re-
markable occurrence, The priest of Karikal, who is on
a visit to Pondicherry, noticed the distinction made he-
tween the Dariahs and caste Christians when atlending
to perform their devotions, A wall has heen erccled, a-
a barrier, on the northern side of the interior of the
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church, On one side of this, the Pariahs collected for
'worship, and on the other, casic Christians, ISurasians,
and Luropeans, assembled during the service,  This privi-
lege way oblained hy the Native Clivistians al some lormer
time; and the distinction of castes has been maintained
up to now,  The priest of Karikal, however, was offended
at this and instigated the Pariah Christians living at the
aani Paracheri, the Big Paracherd, the Durning-ground
"aracherd, and the Qzhandai Paracheri : and also the other
DPariah and toti, or village Pariah Christians, to remon-
strafe. They dll went in a hody to This Reverence the
senior priest, and complained in these words: ‘10 we
are really your disciples, it hebooves Your Reverence to
treat us all alike, The Lord makes no distinction
amongst his worshippers, The caste Christians have,
however, thought fit to keep us without the pale, and you
have acceded to theip demand, We submit thatl this is
a partial proceeding, md we request an explanation af
the hands of Your Reverence)  The priest, having lis-
tened to all this, deelared that therr complanl was just,
awd immediately ordered the demolition of the harrier
wall.  Addressing the assembled people, lie saicd: You
are all my children; you may, al your pleasure, mingle
- with the rest of the congregation, and attend divine wors
ghip.”  So saying, he dismissed them with his blessmg,
““An evening service was held to-day in the chureh,
No distinction of caste was made, but Dariahs, Furasiaus,
Furopeans, and Tamilians, all mingled together, and al-
lencled i,  Native Chrigtian females also came, 'The
wife of Asarapps Mudall went to the church, decked with
all the ornamients that are worn by the women ol her
aste, and arvayed in muslin gauze, which was perfumed,
she approached the altar where the senior priest was
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ministering, knelt down, and was absorbed in listening Lo
lus exhortations.  As soon as he smelt the sweel odor
diffused by the lady's clothes, hie stopped preaching, held
his nose, thrust the cahe which he had in his hand nto
her hair-kmot, and angrily addressed her thus: *Arl
thou not a married woman?  Art thou a dancing woman?
ITas thy hushand no sense of shame?  Can chasle ladics
appear al church, dressed in muslin gauze, and exhibit
their limbs, hosoms, and the very hair on their bodiex?
Thou art a blessed woman indeed! Thou hast attended
divine service quite enough! Rise, and begone fo thy
housel’ Tlaving thus spoken, he commanded her to go
away. Afterwards, he summoned all (he casie Chtis-
tians, and enjoined on the women that hereafier they
should not dress themselves in thin clothes, that they
should not deck themsclves with ornaments of the kind
worn by the Tamilians, that they should not use any per-
fume. Thereupon, the Christians went in a hody to the
chureh, dnd argued the matier with him, Gavinivasa
Mudall came forward, and opposed any change being
made in the old order of things. Ile said that the recent
orders were nol agreeable to the entire body ol the com-
munity, Directions Lo expel thﬁi;. speaker by foree were
then given; wlien these were aboutl to be carried oul, he
steppecd {orward, scized the priest by the cloak, used
abusive lauguage, and then departed saying: ‘We will
not herealter enter your church. The Christian people
thenn complained (o Kanakaraya Mudall, Ile pacifidd
them, and went Lo see the pricst, to whom he explained
the difficulties of the case, and he consenied to allow
things to remain as they were, After Kanakaraya Mu-
dall had lelt, however, the priest went to the Governor
and told him that the Christians were rebelling against
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his authority, were meelmg in large numbers, and were
‘setting him in defiance.  le begged that an order com-
pelling them to attend the church nught be issued, The
Governor senl {or Krimasi Damdiy, the subordinale chief
of the peons, and commanded him Lo arrest and imprison
any Christians whom he might (nd assembling in a hody
of four ov move persons, and talking with each other,
Thencelorward, crowds ceased Lo gather i the streets.”
!

A modern parallel to this old story is the case of a
gmup,ggi [indian Chaistians who were determined to have
the exclusive use of a scction of the church for their
casle. The bishop refused to permit it, and they lnally
weni o court, seeking an injunclion against the bishop’s
order.?

The indirect influence of Christianity on caste is rather
curious. It is'a truism that an idea, gradually permeating
Lthe social order 1s more powerful than fial. There is an
Indian pastor in Bikaner who came originally fram the
scavengers, lower than the lowest caste ~— oneof that body
of oulcastes, or uniouchables, which hides away in the
shadows and outskirts of India. As a boy he was cedu-
cated in a mission school, and, possessing that native gifl
of personality and wit which, given half a chance, tran-
scends all castes and courts, he heeame pastor ol an impor-
tant church in Bikaner, During the dozen years of his
pastorate he has haptized aboul 2,000 parishioners, most of
them members of the higher castes, not one of whon, need-
less 1o say, objected to the Louch of his outlcaste hands,

This man took me through the Maharajah’s palace in
Bikaner, and presented me lo the King's hrother.  Con-
versation turned Lo a medal which had recently been con-

1 Indian Year Book, 1017, n. 382
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ferred upon the Maharajah by the King-Toperor. . The
hrother of the Mabarajah, motioning o the Ty
preacher, easually asked him to bring it {rom the next
vootn that | might see ®, T the old days, this ouleaste’s
shadow an the {loor in passing would have deliled the
whole room, and (hey would have torn it out and built
anev, lo-day, he is worthy to handle a decoration con-
ferred by the Wing-19mperor himsell,

The Aryan Dirotherhood has made an interesting effort
against caste, 1L pives public dinners to which members
ol all castes are delibercately invited.  Names of thowe at-
tending are printed in the papers.  Compromising with
the revoll against old laws, the priesthood have heen quite
willing {o ignore a quiet breaking ol caste rules, hut such
defiance has been an open challenge,  In some cases the
dinets have alterward lost their courage and subhmitied
to the presevibed rifuals readmitling them to caste
Others have held out under the cruelest pressute.

Inconvenient as many of these caste customs are, cont-
plete and lerrible ostracism follows any cffort to revolt
against them. The fact thal many of the progressive
Hindu organizations ol to-day are campaigning against
caste means not that caste has lost its hold, but rather
that these are men of high courage, willing to pay by
personal sacrifice for their convictions, A man who per-
sists in breaking rules.is disowned by family and [riends.
His business associates [requently refuse {o continue re-
lations with him.  As family ties are especially sirong
in India, this involves great suffering, One young man
“who had broken with his caste used to slip back home at
night 10 see his mother secretly, Ilis father discavered
it, and hired men to lie in wait lor his son and beal him
as he left the house,
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At a conference of Tlindus in Bombay, presided over
by the high caste rajah of one of the richest native siatces,
one of the speakers gave an eloquent and comprehensive
summary of the evils of caste.  Lle said :

“Caste has produced disunion and cliscord, Tt has
made honesl manual labor contemptible and retarded
progress. Ii has brought on physical degeneracy hy con-
fining marriage within narrow circles, I has suppressed
indivieluality and independence of character, and, while
aflording the opportunily of culture to the few, il hag
caused the degradation of the masses. The social sys-
tem and ihe whole tone of religlous thoughl with its
philosophy of falalism is against the individualistic self-
asserlion necessary Lo sucess in the struggle for existence,
It is opposed to cooperation for civic ideals, and it pro-
motes indiflerence to life.”

Because it intrudes upon every phase of lile, caste is
the conspicuous center upon which all reform agencies
concentrale their efforts, Bul there are several other
abuses against which they make common cause. Chief
among these are the enormous proporiion of illiteracy
and the degradation ol Indian women, ‘Lhey are also
trymg Lo climinale obscene and degrading elements in
the ceremonial rites of their religion.  An attendant abuse
is the custom of dedicating little girls to the temples
in infancy, where they are hrought up nominally as dane-
ing girls for the gods, hut veally as prostitutes. A recent
resolution by the Nizam ol Hyderabad (one of the native
princes) states thiat while the Nizani has no intention of
interfering with the religious practices of his people be
will not tolerate any person’s employing a minor girl for
immoral purposes leading to his own gain under a reli-
gious prelext; and that the excuse will not he accepted
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that & givl under sixteen had been dedicated to o tewple,

Ahuses in the preat religions festivals or melas invite
change,  There are two lypes of mela.  Every districl
fs its annual mela, and every twelve years there is a
Maha Mela (great mela), in which all India joins. There
are mmerons local fairs at the shrines of {avorite deities,

The anonual miela is not unlike the primitive religious
festival found in many parts of the workl, Men and
women act oul stories of the Vedas, impersonaling gods
and goddesses on the bank of a stream, or in the natural
amphitheater of some hillside. They prepare elaborate
costumes and propertics for these plays. Huge, gro-
tesque beasts on a framework of laths covered with gaudy
paper and tinsel vepresent celestial chargers and wild ani-
mals, and take part in Garganivan hunting scenes.

The Mohammedans have their religious festival cvery
fall. They build castles and thrones of hrilliantly col-
ored tissue paper wilh floating streamers of paper ribbon
and tingel, These cardboard castles, symbhol of the pomp
and vanity of lile, and ol all the rainhow and tinscl
allurement of sin, are carried in solemn procession out

" into the woods, to the bank of a stream, where, with the
utmost ceremony and decorum, they are burned, bheat-
ing away with them o the flames all the sins and re-
grels of the community for the past year. There ig
a naivelé in this simple congregational method of hurn-
ing up one’s sins that is very appealing, M is a charm-
ingly direct expression of the instinctive human congcioug-
ness of sin, and aspiration toward perfeéction.

Very different {rom the unpremeditated spontancily
of these annual melas is the Maha Mela, I was in Allah-
abad for the great mela in January, 1906, and it stawnds
out symbolic of all the hideous power of primitive super-
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stition and priesicraft for ignorance and obstruction.
Allahabad, at the junction of two of India's most sacred
rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna, is an cspecially sacred
spot and a (avorite goal {or pilgrimages. T {s always
desirable (o hathe in the mingling waler of these two
sacred rivers, bul on this particular day, every twelfth
year, speeial benefits are conferred, and the hearls of
niillions of devoul Hindus turn thither with yearning,
In'the triangle of land helow the city where these lwo
rivers converge stands an old stone fort, huilt in the days
of Akbar, It is close Lo the hank of the Jumma, and ahout
three or four hundred feet from the Ganges,” Standing
on the wall of this fort at suitrise, I watched a vast horde
of pilgrims [rom all India pushing, struggling, forcing
their way down this little neck of land, to bathe in the
sacred waters.  The crowd had been gathering for three
cdays,  Those in the [ront ranks had heen standing there
for forty-cight hours, They told me there were two mil-
lion pilgrims.  Allowing a hundred per ceni. {or Oriental
exaggeration woukl still leave a wmillion, reaching back
across Lhe sands, crowding the streets of Allahabad, a
town ol 170,000, and streiching on heyond the iown —
a dense, brilliantly colored mass of humanity, {arther
than the eye could see.  Around {lie edges of the crowd,
‘below the fort, a cordon of mounted police with leather
antt rope whips vainly tried to hold them in bounds, 1t
this was something too big and powerful for human re-
straint, It wag a mob on & bigger seale than you may
ever see oulsitle of the Orient, for nowhere elge is life
so cheap, nowhere else arec men and womert cotlent to suf-
fer so complacently., Most of the younger women car-
ried habies, hanging to them by a cloth tied around the
mother’s neck and passed under the baby's arm pits.
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Iellahs standing out in the Ganges filled bullock skins
with water, and, with a quick deft pressure of the lelt
arn, aqmrtul the waler hack over the crowd,  Men and
women in front, their hpa dly and cracked, their tongues
hanging oul with agonizing thirst, reached ap gaunt
hands, and catching a few drops tieked them ap eagerly.
The {ension and hysterical emotion generaled by such an
impagsioned mob resulted in a reaction and license which
is beyond description. ‘

Standing above them, a sinister hoarse roar came up
to me, composite of the shouts ol camel drivers, the oaths
of angry men, the groauns of exhausted women, the crying
of lilile bahies. Because the crowd was packed so tight,
it scarcely seemed ifo move. At scattered poinls there
were stidden Qurries, as an timpatient pilgrim {ought his
way forward, If in thig welter and shoving some ane
stumbled and fell, the chances were poor for lis gelling
to his fcet apain, Before he could pick himsel{ up he
was likely to he trampled to death, Men and women
{ainting, fell back, and lay underloot, until some onc
threw the body over against the wall ol the fort,  Siand-
ing there on the wall, I held my watch in my hand for
fifty minutes while I counted one hundred and twenty
bodies of men, women, and habices picked up and thrown
againsl the walls,

Iideous as il is, the thing symbolizes the ruihlessness
of the old heathenism, which marks an earlier stage in
the evolution of the world. I you got in the way of i,
it ground you to powder, Tluman life had 1o value, and
that is the crucial point. 1t constitutes the most serious
indictment of Hinduism, Unless a social order recog-
nizes and builds upon the fundamental principle of de-
macracy, of civilization itself — the importance and value
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of human life — how can there he hope for development
and growth?

Over on the far hank of the Ganges, naked Ilindu
priests in procession mystified their people with weind
cerentonics, Rows ol yellow teats streaked the while
sand, and in {ront of each tent sal a holy man, his dis-
heveled hair matted with hemp, daubs of painl on his
face, and the fith of his naked body mute evidences of
his picty.

[Tere were gathered those curious, ascelie [reaks who
strive to express Lranscendental heights of spiritual ex-
perience by incongruous physical mutilation.  IPriests lay
for hours stretched out on the sand, with no protection
against the Dlazing sun, theit heads complelely covered
over with sand, yet somechow managing (o breathe, as
the quiver of their ribs gave cvidence,  They seemerd o
curiously fulile human adapiation of the ostrich instinct
to bury ils head in the sand,

Other devotees of holiness hurlt fires at the four cor-
ners of little plols, some cight or ten feel square, and sal
in the center, tpasted on all stdes and by the sun overhead,
as though in training for a lileral interpretation of fire
and brimstone in the next world,  Men who had held an
arm stretelied up above their heads until it withered
and stilfened in the course of years were quile connmon,
a5 were men who had not spoken for twenty and thirty
years, ‘Lhe bed ol spikes, a plain wooden beneh with a
surface of bristling iron spikes on which the priesi sleeps
by night and sits all day, was formerly very popular,
bul ‘curiosity hunters may now pick them up for
irifle.  When I Grst went {o India they were hard to
obtain,

S0 devoully does the Indian ryot believe in the saered-
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ness of (his twel{th-year anniversary and in the cfficacy
of his priests, that it is not uncommon for him to sell his
mud hut and all that he owns, in order to bring a fitting
offering to lay at the Teet of these priests, Then the
ryot and his wile turn and tramp the long miles back to
their villape, collect their children from the neighbor with
whom they left them, and homeless and penniless, pa~
tiently begin life over again, apparently qutle compen-
sated by some inserutable, spiriival cestasy,

Reform organizalions have undertaken to miligate
some of the evils of these melas. Close beside the priests
they erect their tents, They give elementiary talks on
scientific farming, sanitation, and kindred subjects,

At melas, as everywhere clse in India, most of the pil-
grims carry their bedding and whatever food and dishes
they need e¢n route, under their arms, This gives the
crowd a lumpy frregularily ol appearance, not uanlike a
group of emigranis as they land at the Battery, They
have, hesides, a primitive remiunder of our check-room
system, A group leaves its joint belongings under a trec
out beyond the city, with a watchman to guard it, This
watchman is a quaint offspring of the caste system, flor
he is a member of the robber caste. The robber casie
probably originated in the fact that when a man was
caunght stealing, he lost his social position and was out-
casted, Such outcastes, banding togethier under their
headman, formed a robber casie, which monopolized the
right of stealing in that particular district. To-day, when
a man wants his properiy guarded [rom theft, he calls in
2 member of the local robber caste and pays him Lo pro-
tect it from his brother thieves. Many wealthy Indians
employ night watchmen, who waken them al midnight,
with lotd cries to prove that they are actively on the job,
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At first this idea of a robber caste may seem ricliculous,
hut it is not very different in principle from the police
system of our more corrupl cities,

We do nol have melas in this country. But lest we
arrogate too much credit to ourselves on that accouni, it
may be wholesome (o read an Orieatal account of some
of our more primilive religious manifestations, The
Indian Social Reformer iranslates the [ollowing naive
description of a Billy Sunday meeting from the Kaulkalb-I-
Hind, a Hindustani paper ptiblished by the Indian Meth-
odists,

“ An account of the methods of Billy Sunday in his
meetings may shock some people in this land, where any
such display is considered derogatory to the dignity of
our ministers. Bul those who are reconciled to the ways
of the West and have seen the doings of Tloly Rollerss,
Pentecostal Dancers, Burning Bush People, and othets
of that kind will find nothing unusual in his movements,
With a single motion he fell {lai upon the floor, facc
downwards, and crawling, snakewise, Lo the edpe of the
platform he looked over it and held a colloguy with the
devil, With a single hound he was on his [eet again;
with another, he alighted on the top of the reading desls,
and, poised upon the toes of one fool, in a Mercury-like
altitude, he addressed the heavenly powers,  The con
“clusion of his gymmastic feal was preeted with circus-like
applause, durving which Mr, Sunday vigorously scrubbed
his [ace, head and hands with a large bath towel, a cere-
mony he observed al [requent intervals, ITe now made
a personal appeal to his hearers to listen to his words.
He besought theny, 'not to wail until the undertakcer is
pumping the embalming fuid into them,” Not far away
a young woman laughed, lle flashed at her a string of
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slang adjectives, most of them wnintelligible, thongh one
recognized * Tizzle-haired sissy,””

The British Raj has made it a policy not to interfere
with national and religious customs,  Yet its indirect
influence as an agenl of social reform in India has heen
all pervasive, Those devices of civilization whicli the
Lnglish conmunity has introduced inio India for its own
use and for the benefit of the Indian population, have
heen so completely assimilated that it is impossible lo
measure the degree of their influence.

Upon this foundation, the migsionaries and the indige-
nous reform organizations have huilt thesr efforts, The
missionaries must he given precedence, because they were
first on the ground and because the Samajes and other
organizations have either {rankly or tacitly copted their
methods, 1{ was Lord Lawrence who said, “ 1 Delieve
that, notwithslanding all that the IEnglish people have
done to benefit that country (India), the missionaries
have done more than all other agencies combined.”  And
it is impressive {0 notice the courfeous respect with which
nearly all writers on India refer to the work of mis-
sionaties, some of them acknowledging that they went
lo India with a prejuclice againgt missions which had to
give way in the {ace of [acis.

“T hrought with me, I confess,” writes William Archer
in “TIndia and the Tuture,” “a vague prejudice ngﬂinsi;
the missionary and his calling, but it did not take e
long to throw it off, . . . Christianity would he for India
a half~way house to civilization— of that there is 1o
doubt.”

Because of the government policy of non-interforence,
initiative in malters connected with relipion has had to
come from Indians themselves, India’s nalive states are
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_setting an cncoum;,mg 1}:eceden£ The DBaroda Caste
"Usages Bill, which is now law in the progressive state of
Baroda, is an interesting example of applying law to an-
cient custom, By this bill, a person who wishes (o ignore
or break some custom of his caste may obtain from the
courl a declaration that that particular restriction is not
binding if he can prove Lo the satisfaction of the court
that the custom is; first, opposed to public morals; o,
second, restricts intermatriage; or, third, is ruinously ex-
pensive; or, fourth, needlessly checks travel; or, filth,
hinders the physical, material, or moral welfare of mem-
bers of the caste; or, sixth, is disapproved by not less
than one-fourth of the adalt members of the caste,  Such
a decision of the court makes the person exempt [rom
{ine or excommunication by the heads of his caste,

The nalive state ol Indore has passed a new Civil Mat-
ringe Acl, which allows any Indian who has resided in
the stale for fourteen days {o conlract a mouogamous
marriage with a member of a different caste.  Indore
may cevelop inlo a regular Gretna Green, as public opin-
ion becomes educated on the subject,

Of Indian reform organizations, the Brahmo Samaj is
oldest. 1t was founded 11 (828 hy Ram Mohan Roy, a
leader among men,  Deeply rehigious, he rebelled against
the mass of pharisaical observances which in Lime tend
to obscure the truth of all religions. After a study of
TIindu, Mohammedan, and Christian doclrines, he
founded the Brahmo Samaj, which was primarily a reli-
gious movement, opposed to polytheism and idolatry; an
Oriental edition of the Unilarian creed -— Brahmo mean-
ing One God, and Samaj, socicly,

Ram Mohan Roy did not limit his interests to religion,
however, It was he who addressed the first remonstranee
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to the British Government against the establishment of a
Sanskrit college, ITe pleaded for an Linglish education
for the children of India, therchy anledating Macaulay’s
famous minute by some’Lwelve years, Roy was also pro~
gressive in his views regarding the status ol women and
was inflluential in the passage of Lord Beatick’s Act for-
bidding sati, o widow burning, Roy was more con-
servative aboul caste. Tlimsell a Brahman, he always
contintied to wear the iriple thread which distinguishes
the ‘* twice born,” and he wrote in defense of caste oh-
servances, e even fook a Brahman cook with him when
he went to England, in order to maintain his caste stand-
ing as far as possible.

The Brahmo Samaj has suffered the usual history of
schisms and unrcconcilable minorities, breaking off and
starting new organizations, To-day it is not a large
organization, but it wcludes nmtany thoughtful and intel-
lectual Pndian  progressives, Rabindranath  Tagote's
family, particularly his father, was associated with this
sociely in its carly days. This suggests an interesting
explanation of the remagkable ideas expressed by this
modern seer. The twa younger branches of the Brahumo
Samaj require members Lo break with caste before join-
ing then,

The Arya Samaj, founded in 1875, has grown rapidly
to a leading position, and numbered, by the census of
1910, more than a quarier of a million {ollowers, Like
the Brahmo Samaj, it has a religious basis, Tts motto is
**Back to the Vedas,” and it accepts the Vedas as infal-
lible. It is an intenscly nationalistic organizalion, e
phasizing Hindu culture, dwelling on the glories of In<
dia’s past, and making every appcal to racial pride and
self-respect. It makes no concession for superstitions
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and [alse pride, however, and is a leader in all phases of
social and religious reform, In the words of l.ajpat
iRai, a leader in the movement, “ The Arya Samaj re-
pudiates caste by birth; it considers the avtificial barriers
which caste in Tudia has created to divide men {rom their
fellow men as pernicious and harm{ul,” ?

Briefly sununed up, its creed is based on “ the Fathers
hood of God, the Brotherhood of man, equality of the
sexes, and juslice and fair play belween mien and men
and nations and nations.” Tt sels the minimum marriage
age for girls at sixteen years and for boys al Lwenty-five,
chcouraging celibacy o a later age among its members,

The activities of the Arya Samaj are important. The
extent and valume of its school work 18 excecded only by
that of the government and missionary [orces, It or-
ganized the [irst exclusively Indian Orphanage and
Widows' home, has ils own primary schools in many vils
lages, and has been a pioncer in social service and reli-
gious reform work, Ii also carried on extensive famine
reliefl during the famines of 1897-1900.

In contrast to the Brahmo Samaj, which has [rom the
first acknowledged finding ingpiration in the Christian
philosophy and [eeling kinship to Christian missionaries,
the Arya Samaj repudiates Christianity and makes part
of i{s program the reconversion to IHinduism of IHindu
converts to Christianity.

The strong nationalism of the Arya Samaj may ac-
count for this antagonismi.  Tducated Indians smarl un-
der the patronage and arrogance of a certain clags of
Anglo-Indians, the class of whom Lord Morley was
thinking when he wrote, “ Bad manners, averbearing

1The Arya Samaj, p. 137,
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manners, are very disagreeable in all countries,  Indin
is the only country where had, overbearing manners are
a crime,”

Unabhle to retaliale Tor these bad manners directly, the
Arya Samajist builds up his own self-respect by be-
littling whalever he may in {he civilization of the master-
ful Britisher, Lajpat Rai expresses it moderately.

“Tn our personal capacity as Indian and ITindu, and
especially ag Arya Samajist, we hope that the Ilindus
will be true to the {aith of their [orefathers, and will not
change their national character so completely as would
be involved by their becoming Christians,” ?

The first Social Reform Association, as such, was or-
ganized in Sind in 188., and the fisst National Social
Conference was held the same year. There are now
numerous provincial reformn organizations, with local
chapters representing single districts.  An Indian Tadies’
Conference has met annually at the same {ime and place
as the National Con{erence since 1904, The twenticth
annual meeting ol Madras Provineial Social Conference
was held in the summer of 1918 The Indian Soclal
Reformer, a weekly, standing for social and political
reform on admirably sane, hroad lines, has heen published
in Bombay since 18go by K, Nalarjan, 1t is prinied in
Lnglish,

The subjects covered by the numerous social confers
ences include a wide field, The Bombay Social Service
League ai its last annual meeting reporied on the follow-
ing activities: It attempts to spread education among
the masses by free traveling libraries, standing lihraries,
lantern lectuires, and night classes; providing text-books

1 Arya Samaj, p. 206,



OLD ORDBRS AND NEW 87

and scholarships for poor students in high schools and
colleges. It conducts first-aid and home hygiene classes,
amc] a charilable dispensary, a temperance club, educi-
tional work in the two Bombay Yails, and has a setile-
ment house with three resident workers, amd the usuoal
classes, clubs, and leetures.

Sacial conferences almost invariably pass resolutions
condemmning the evils of caste, child marriage, e¢nforceed
widowhood, and the illiteracy of women. The Bombay
Provincial Conference at its meeting this spring, In view
of the visit of Mr, Montagu, urged the construction of a
comprehensive program which should include reforms
of caste, relations hetween employer and workman, re-
marriage of widows, and “ the right of girls to remain
unmarried if they choose to [ollow some other useful
career.,” It recommended the removal of the ban on sea
voyages and the abolition of indentured Iabor in the
British colonies,

One of the most interesting organizations working for
social reform is the * Servants of India.,”” It was formed
in 1905 by that greatest of modern Indians, the late Gx. K.
Gokhale, and it refleets much of the siniple austerity and
high devotion of his lile,

Gopal Krishna Gokhale was horn of poor Brahman
parenis of the highest caste in 1866, Tle was educated in
Bombay and at a [Tindu college in Poona, where f{or
twenty years he held the chair of history and political
economy. lle early became aclive in politics, and in
1805 was elected secretary of the Tleventh National Con-
gress (Tlindu). Tle was later elected to the Bombay
Council and to the Supreme Legislative Council of India,

It is impressive {o note the unanimity of respect and
admiration with which writers of the most diverse opin.-



28 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

fons speak of him, Conservatives and radicals join in
paying him (ribute. Sir Valeniine Chirol, deseribing
some of the leaders present at the first mecting of the en-
larged Viceroy’s counctl after the passage of the Motley-
Minto reforms, writes, “ More worthy of attention was
the keen, refined, and inicilectual face of Mr. G, K.
Gokhale, the Decean Brabhman with the Mahratta cap,
who by educalion belongs to the West quite as much as
the Tast, and by birth to the ruling casile of the last domi-
nant race before the advent of the British Raj.”* Wil-
liam Archer descrihes him as “a man of fine character
and high ability, justly respected both by Indians and
Englishmen, He will certainly be long remembered not
only by Indians, hut by all lovers of Tndia as one of the
most authentic heroes of his race.” ?

From his exile, under displeasire ol the British Gov-
ernment, Lajpal Rai wriles of lim in high praise, " lle
was by far the noblest of the moderales. There is no
otie who is even half so good aud noble as he was,” @

H, W. Nevinson, correspondenit for the Manchesier
Guardian in India, though he wrote while Mr, Gokhale
was still alive and active, summed up his lile most fit-
tingly: “ Ifor every day of his manhood, he has had no
motive but his country’s service, {rom the day of hig ap-
pointment on a salary of sixty pounds a year as teacher
of history and economies at Lhe Fergusson College, up to
his refirement in 1902 on a pension of twenty pounds a
year, and onward through the last six years of labor,
vilification, and heated controversy. Not a great

+ speaker, and making no attempt at cmotional eloquence

14 Tndian Unrest,” p. 163,
24 Indla and the Tuture.”
¢ Young Tadia,” n. 218,
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at a time when otfalory counted for mueh more in India
than it does now — a man who has never even conlems-
plated any popular arls excepl his own inevitable polile-
ness, he has won his influence updn his country’s (uture
simply by unreserved devotion and integrity of life,’ *

Consistently with the rigor and magnanimity of his
own life, M1, Gokhale conceived the Servants of India in
exalted and auslere terms.  Ile accepted only university
eraduates or men who had already distinguished them-
selves in public service, A candidate for membership
was admitted to the home of the ovder atl Poona on pro-
bation, and, il mulually acceplable, began his five years’
training at a salary ol $10 a month, In these five years
he must spend each year four months ol residence in the
home of the order, six months in fHeld work, wherever he
might be assigned, and two months in his own home.
Celibacy is not demanded, but there is a strong monastic
tendency,

A man joining the organization takes seven vows,
which, beside binding him o complete surrender of all
personal interests, pledge him to ignore caste distinetions,
to lead a pure personal life, to limitl himself to the salatry
given by the sociely ($16.70 a meonth), using no part of
his time in earning money for himself or his family, and
finally 1o consecrate his life {o the service of his coundry,

‘Brielly, 1he object of the society is ‘Lo train national
missionaries for the service of India, and Lo promote hy
all constitutional means the true interests of the Indian
people,” Tolitically, their ambition is {or sclf-govern-
ment within (he empire, and the unification of India. To
this end they siress the community of inlerest between

1 New Spirit in India,” n. 35



00 INDIA'S SILUNT REVOLUTION

TTindu and Mohammedan, and the fact that Indin cammot
develop as a nation until petty dilferences are subnerged.
1t was a great sabisfaction to My, Gokhale wlen he
admitted the Orst Mohammedan as a member of the
ordet.

The program of work undertaken is all-inclusive: 1,
rousing public demand for elementary eduneation; 2, ele-
vation and educaiion of Indian women by propaganda
work and by building {nstitutions; 3, spread of the co-
operative movement among agriculturists and mill hands,
and codperalive sccretaries’ teaining class in Bombay ;
4, reliel work in public calamities, plague, (amitne and
fire; 5, social purity; 0, organization of social reform in
social service leagues and national conferences; 7, rous-
ing public opinion as to indentured Trelian labor in South
Africa; 8, social service work among pilgrims at the
great religious melas; 9, journalisiic work, controiling
two weeklies and a daily. The organization dishurses
about $15,000 a year, which they receive entirely in con-
tributions,

In renunciation of all personal ambition, and in aus-
terity ob daily life, the Servants of India demand an
exaltation of loyalty which in general only religions or-
ders have been able to command in the past, These
orders have in turn promised rewards in another world
to compensate,

The Servants of India offer complete religious toler-
ance, and cach man is left free to worship God after his
own heart, Bul religion has no official réle in the pro-
gram of the ovder, This raises an interesting question
as to whether, deprived of the intimate rapture ol reli-
gious conviction, and chilled by the loss of Mr. Golhale's
magnetic personalily, even so poignant a motive as love
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of country will generate sullictent driving fovee to in-
spire succeeding gencrations ol members and keep the
order alive,

Whatever ils fulure may he, the Servants of luadia's
present record makes il memorable. It sugpests some-
thing of what India, prafting the cducation awnd scivn-
tific realism of the West upon the mystical idealism of
the 1Zast, nmay achieve in the fulure,

Stich a merging of the complementary qualitics of
Last and Wesl offers brilliant promise. [t is character-
istic of India, and it is only there that a merchant or pro-
{essional man of middle age, having achieved worldly
success and surrounded by a growing [amily, will one
day suddenly lay aside all the cares and pleasures of this
life, and, wrapping himsel{ in a sallron robe, wilh a stall
in his haad, take final leave of carthly ties, and set out Lo
wander for the rest of his life from holy place to holy
place, meditaling on clernily, and achieving such degrec
of Yoga as he may prove capable, This is so common
in India thal it scarcely causes a comment.  There is a
beautiful seli-abnegation about it, but it is marred o our
western minds by a certain fulilily,  Qur practical and
mote realistic atlitude toward life rebels,

“A primrose by the river's hrim,
A yellow primrose was (o him,
And it was nothing more”

Prosaically we ask, what is the use?  What good does
it do? Perhaps, however, it is this analytical attitucle
whiclh enables us to demand resulls for our efforts, and
achieve such construclive fulfillment as the conception
and gradual working out ol compulsory eduealion, sani-
tation, ultimate universal enfranchisement — in fact, the
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very stufl of democracy. Tf go, the prosate mind has
justified itsell, :

In a merping of (he sell-abnegation of the Tlast with
the practical purposefuluess of the West lies the distine-
tion, not only of the Servants of India, but of the various
Sax*mum and other progressive T]mclu organizations,

It is this fusion of the idcals of Itast and West that
stimulates the imagination to the possibilities belore the
varfous organizations at work in India, There niust be
give and take on Doth sides,  The missionary must give
up his literal insislence on doclring; his inherent concern
over distinciions between orthodoxy and lhelérodoxy.
The progressive Hindu must sacrifice his prejudices aboul
caste and women and Christianity into a gencrous recog-
nition of every instrument for the elevation of India,

K. Natarajan, veteran editor of the [udian Saclal Ke-
former, acknowledged this community of inferest in lhis
presidential address before the Bombay Social Confer
ence of 1018 and appealed {or closer cooperation hetween
Indian and Christian forces,

“The fear of the Christian missionary has been the
beginning of much social wisdont among us, and even the
Depressed Clagses movement is, perhaps, no exceptlion to
the rule. And let me say, to passing, that it is oy
earniest hape that more than the fear, the example of the
Chrislian missiopary, his devotion, his earncsiness, his
power of organtzalion, may in the times {o come increas-
ingly inspire our social workers, And is it too much to
hope that the day iswot far distant when the Christian
raigsionary and the Indian gvorker will be unhampered,
the former by zeal forf and the latter by dread of, mere
proselytism! "’ i

[t may e thatiin this c%nstructiw mingling of Tast
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and West a new element will he precipitated ; a new type
of religions aspiration, modilying the ethics and customs
of Christianity to the Oriental molkd, weeding out of
Hinduism (he elements which scem to the Weslerner
waste [ul aned degrading,

Although the Arya Samaj as an organization repudiates
Christianity, the two have more in common than perhaps
cither of them realizes,  Tn its watchword, ' Back o the
Vedas,” it is rebelling against an organized and phari-
saical expression of religion, Samajists emphasize the
simple ethics of the Vedas; they insist upon purity of
personal life; they devole themselves Lo aliruistic work;
they live iheir love for ““the least of these,”” Whether
consciously or unconsciously, they have really accepted
and are carrying out the principles and ethics of Jesus
Christ,

Ignoring matlers of doctrine, they are all, missionaries,
Samajists, Servants of India, working oward the same
end ~— the breakdown of caste, the clevation of woman,
the spread of education — the malterial, mental and spir-
itual advancement of India and her people.
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TOUCIIING TIIE UNTOUCIIABLES

" And in the lowest deep, a lower deep,”

Lower than the Sudra, in a lowest deep of their own,
lives a submerged mass of fifty-three million outcastes,
or Untouchables, one-sixth of the entire population of
India. They are prohibited the use of public roads,
bridges, ferries, temples, and they are not allowed (o live
inside the village community, Their children may not
attend the public school, Nol only does thetir touch de-
file, but they pollute everylhing they use, so thiey may not
even draw water from the village well,  In the tropics,
whete i ig aflen ten or twelye miiles (o the next well, this
is a cruel hardship.

In the town of Kohat some five or six years ago, the
iwo-year-old son of a weli-to-do Hindu fell into the
well in the court-yard of his father's house, T1lis {alher
was away, and the women of the family, not daring to go
down after the child, stood around the curbing, looking
down into the well and screaming,  An oulcaste sweepet,
cleaning the streel outside, heard their cries, and, pilying
their distress, offered to climb down the well and rescue
the child, The women scornfully refused to permit it.
Better to let the little boy drown than permit both well
and bf}y to be forever polluted by the iouch of this out-
caste,

1 5t, Nihal Singh, Contemporary Review, March, 1913
04
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~ Qulcastes, or Pariahs, live in a degree ol poverty which

surpasses any western imagintng.  The ™ paracheri "
(place of Pariahs) outside the villnge 1s a little group of
filthy, one-room hovels.  ‘They hive little or no furniture,
many ol them do not even have straw mals or rags on
which to sleep, bhut when the nights are cold they snuggle
up against the sides of the bhullock or cow with whom they
share their home,  "The census of 1901 recorded 9.5 per
cent. of them as unable to read and write.  This means
that not even one man in the community 1s able to protect
their interests against the dishonesty of moncy lenders
and tax collectors.

In time of famine they are first to suller, Some of
their groups eal carrion and rats, and when an animal
falls clead in the ficlds T have scen them swarming around
the body, hacking off pieces of meat and carrying it home,
Their willingness 1o eal meat is one of the customs that
makes them most loathesome in the eyes of the [Linda
castes. The children grow up like Topsies. They are
rarely admiticd to any school, hul sometimes they are al-
lowed to stand on the porch outside and listen {hrough
the window.

Qutceastes are permiited ouly a limited choice of ocou-
pations. They may be scavengers, sireet sweepers, ¢ane
chairmakers, oil-pressers, liquor sellers, leather workers
and shoemakers, The sacredness of the cow reaches out
lo curse any one who iraffics with her dead hody, So
leather workers are a particularly low type of ouleaste,
or were, until increasing intercourse with Iuropean and
English civilization made the wearing of shoes quite
common. To-day the shoe is only doctrinally expuryas
toris, It ought not to be tolerated — and yel il is]

Lxcluded from the life of the Hindy, the oulcasie is
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also shut ont of his religion.  The humane Tiindu con-
soles himsel{ with a comforiable explanation for (the mis-
ery and degradation of these fifty-three millions,  Ae-
cording to the doclring”of transmigration, these are the
souls of men and women who wete especially wicked in
former incarnations and who are pow explating their sins,
Hence, it is not right to pity thenr or altempl {o help
ithem, Iach one must work oul s own Karma, and
only by draining his cup Lo the dregs can cach outcaste
earn his way back to a next life within the castes,

The Darial’s religion is Animism, or spirit worship,
rather (han [induism, He believes in charms, signs,
and voodoos.  1ivil spirits possess men and women, caus-
ing illness and disaster to the entire community,  Cholera,
plagues, and famines are caused by offended gods and
goddesses, who must be appeased by ritual and sacrifice.
Ceremonies vary in each community, and have in common
only the fact that they are all mainly an cffort o pacily
evil spirits and demons.

Qutcastes are of no one race, A majority are prob-
ably descended from negrito aborigines who were living
in India when the earliest inunigrants came down {rom
the North. The whole oulcaste system may ecasily have
risen from the instinct ol Aryan and Dravidian invaders
to forbid intermarriage with darker skinned aborigines,

Isolated oulcaste communities have, in the course of
cetituries, broken through inlo the lowest of the four
Hindn castes, the Sudras. On the wostern coasl of
South India there are three outeaste groups of related
stock, numbering nearly two millions, who stand out con-
spicuously above the average, Sometime in the past they
gained the right to study and practice the old Hindu medi-
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citte and astrology, and in some families a knowledge of °
" Sanskril has been handed down,?

As a rule, however, they are held down striclly, and
the castes resent any atiempt to ctlucate or have dealings
with the Pariah groups who serve convenicently as serfs,
to do the dirty and disgusting work of the community.

Missionaries were the first to underiake organized
work among these “ depressed classes,” Al first upper-
class Hindus only smiled, ancd said thai they might as
well undertake (o convert the monkeys chatlering in the
trees. Patiently the missionaries wotrked along uniil
about 188, when theit teaching began to meetl such gen-
sational success that it roused general interest and alarm
among Hindus.

The first recorded Christian work among the oulcastes
was that of a missionary named Schwarlz, who, in the
carly 1800's, baptized some 18,000 outcastes in southern
India. About 1880, oulcastes began to accept Christi-
anity by villages, a mass movement they called it, and
progressive Ilindu organizations realized that if they dicl
not undertake mission work of their own, the entire
fifty-three million outcastes might be lost to the Ilindu
community, As Lajpat Rai puts it, * The possibility of
losing the Untouchables has shaken the intelligent section
of the Hindu community to ils very depths, and were it
not lor the long-established prejudices and deep-rooted
habifs, Untouchableness would soon be a thing of the
past, . . . The Christian missionary is gathering the
harvest, and no blame can atiach to him for doing so.
e is in thig country with the message of his God, and
if the Hindus forsake their own people, he, in any case,

Pargqubar, * Modern Religious Movements in Tiddia,” . 311,
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will not fail them, The depressed classes, as T have said,
have no desire to leave ITinduism if the latter make it
nossible for them Lo progress on humane lines; bul if in
its stupidity it hesitatesand hesilates, they are nol willing
to follow in its train any longer,” 1

In the last few years the work ol the missionaries in
India has been on a colossal scale, Individual converts
were persccuted so bilterly that, on their own suggestlion,
the work 1s now organized in mass movements.  No one
person is received into the church until his entire gronp
is ready for baptism.

The temperament and mental attitude of outcasies is
stich that il is more satisfactory to handle them cn masse.
The contempt and degradation into which they are born
and which they accept [rom earliest consciousness robs
them of natural initiative and courage. They are pe-
culiarly victims ol mob psychology.

The actual working out of whatl is called * the mass
maovement *’ is rather unique.  As the unit of Tndian life
is the village, so the unit of village life is the casle.
Every village 1s a collection of wards or castes, and each
caste has its mayor or headman, who acts as political,
religious, and social dictator. Recently, attracied by the
rapid spread of Christianily, mayors of lower castes and
oufcasle groups have been coming Lo the mission stations
and inquiring about having their constituencies haptized.
The mission stations organized iraining schools Ior vil-
lage mayors, lasting two or three weeks. Groups of
twenty-five 10 two hundred mayors altend and learn the
elemental facts angl principles of Christianity, A popu-
lar method is learning hymns. The Indian Christian

1“The Arya Samaj.”
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hynin is no dilettante matler., 1t is frequently two hours
‘long, and sometimes covers Christ's birth, death, and
resurrection, winding up with a long series of obhservas
tions on what sort of life a Christian should lead.

After training school is over, the mayors go back to
their villages and teach their people these hymns.  laler
on, they report thal their group is ready for baptism, |
was present al a conference last winler, where 9,000
individuals, reporied as requesting baptism, had Lo he re-
fused because there were no Leachers to train Lhe villages
after baplism. Protestant missionaries have consistently
refused to go through India baptizing indiscriminately,
and then leaving the people to their own devices, The
worlk is definitely limited by the supply of teachers avail-
able to live in each village and [ollow up baptism with
practical instruction and advice, Ifvangelization and
education is the principle, Statistics demonstirate the re-
sult, In spile of the fact that 8o per cenl. of Christian
converts are {rom the illiterate, outcaste group, the censts
of 1911 reports that the Indian Christian comuiunity has
the highest average for literacy in all India, higher even
than among Brahmans! “The Christian community shows
22 per cenl, literacy, as compared with an average of 6
per cent, for all India. The Year Book comments;

 Christians have in proportion to their numbers three
times as many lilerale persons as |lindus, and more than
four times as many as Mohammedans, The influence of
Christianity is strikingly illustrated in the province of
Bihar and Orissa where the proporiion is seveniy-six per
mille as compared with ouly five pervnille among their
animistic congeners. It has to be remembered, moreover,
that many of the Indian Christians had already passed
the school-going age al the time of their conversion: the
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proportion who are able to read and write must be [ar
higher amongst Lhose who were brought up as Chris-
{ians.”

The response (o the mass movement has heen over-
whelming, A Mecthodist bishop, [Frank W. Warne ol
North India, estimates that {0 he had the warkers g Lis
field he could bring two million people into the church
in six years. DBaptisms in American Methodist migsions
have reached the figure of 1,000 a week, and the average
for the united Protestani constituency is aboul 15,000 a
month. The Bishop ol Madras (Church of England)
says that with a sufficient force, ten million outeastes
could be reccived into the Christian church in one gener-
ation. Trolessor Samuel Thgginbottom laments the fact
that they are not equipped to meet the demand,  “ There
arc districts in North Incia where there are 40,000 people
on g waiting list of the missions, and there are individual
churches with (rom 1,500 (0 2,000 people waiting Lo be
admitied, We are compelled 1o say to these people,
‘Wait a bit; do not come so fast; we cannot take care
of you,””

Patriotic Hindus, who regent the intrusion of Christi-
anity, are inclined lo disparage the conversion of oul-
castes on the ground that they are nol an important ele-
ment in the community. That the fear does agitate the
IHindu community, however, is evidenced by a letier wiii-
ten in June, 1918, by the seerefary of the All-India~TLindu-
Sabha ~~an orthodox Hindu organization. Tle invites
opinions on removing the untouchablencss of certain
classes who do nof follow ot have lefl the scavenping
occupation, at the same time not allering the Roti and
Beti (prohibition of interdining and intermarriage) with
the castes. The letter, which was written on a resolution
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passed by the Sabha, says, * The importance of (his ques-
1ion is evident {rom the fact that according to the report
of the Christian missionaries more than 10,000 Ilindus
helonging to these classes are leaving the fold of Llindu
socicty, and embracing Christianity every month, whereby
they all hecome Touchable in the eyes of Hindus.” *

Tt is a curious facl that after outcasies have been bap-
tized, Hindus themselves cease Lo regard theu as Une-
touchable, and they are received on the same fooling as
those who became Christians from within the castes,

It has been inspiring to discover the ability and even
genius latent among oulcaste children, There was the
case of a man I am proud to call my {riend. I remember
seeing his mother, a wrinkled old woman, gathering up
the refuse Irom ihe streets of her village, 1o take it home
and sift out the whole seeds of grain and use them [or
food, ller hoy was a bright youngsier, and the man in
charge of the mission school pul him in one of his classes.
He did so well that, when he finished at the school, motiey
was (ound to send him on (o a higher school, until finally
that litile oulecaste hoy took a doctor’s degree on the Uni-
versily of Tidinburgh standard, To«day he is a prace
ticing physician in a leading Indian city, a respeeted citi-
zen and a member of the Board of Healih of the Prov-
Iince,

+ The attitude of the Gackwar of Baroda has been nota-
bly radical in regard Lo outcastes, I[for years he has
stood out congpicttously for their rights, Not ouly has
he built separate schoolhouses for them, but in communi-
ties where there were nol enough to warrant a separale
building he insisted that they be admitted to the regular

1 Indign Social Reformer, June g, 1018,
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school, where (hey sit in a corner of the room reserved
for them, 1Mo also issued strict orders thal any teacher
who refused to teach them or insulted them should be
immediately dismissed.  ITe organized special  classes
wliere outcaste men and women are trained as teachers
for outcaste schools, Not only does the Gaekwar safe-
guard their legal rights, hul he receives them personally,
giving receptions al his palace, to whicly outeaste students
are invited. ‘

The ryler of another native state, the Dewan of Tra-
vancore, himself a Brahman, has altacked caste aggres-
sively as a chief obstacle to educational and social prog-
ress. The depressed classes of Travancore have their
owil special representatives in the legislature, and many
of the schools have heen thrown open * to all ‘classes of
I, 11, the Maharajalt’s subjects.”

The Brahnmo Samaj was first of the Ilindu organiza-
tions to underiake special work for the Depressed Classes,
In 1870 il began a propaganda which culminated in the
organization of the Depressed Classes Mission in 1906,
Many workers in this mission are Brahmans and mem-
hers of the upper castes.  Lajpat Rai, a leader of the Arya
Samaj, was conspicuous it this work until his exile from
[ndia, The other Samajes also codperate.  The parent
sociely ol the Depressed Classes Mission in Bombay maine
lains several schools, a boarding house, a bookbindery,
a shoe faclory, and a wmission. They f{ollow the usual
lines of missionary and scttlement work, visiting Pariahs
in their homes, sending the children to school, securing
medical atlendance and nursing, teaching sanitation and
cleanliness in the home, and holding classes for adalt
women in reading, writing, and sewing.

The Depressed Classes Mission owes not only its hame
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o the missionarics, bhut its inspiration as well, as was
quite frankly admitted in cireular letters sent out wlhen
the mission was opened,

“1f the oulcasies are not all Ly be gathered into the
Christian fold,” the appeal read, “it is high lHme thak
Hindus should bestir themselves amd save them,”  And,
“TI[ foreiguers have done so much for our degraded fel
low-countrymen, we shall be disgraced before all ihe
world -if we continue to do nothing,”

Work of the Arya Samaj among the outcastes has been
sensalionally unorthodox, By [ormal ritual they unclet-
take to make the untouchables touchable, “ educating them
to higher ideals, with a view to eventually raising them
to social equality with other Findus,”

Candidates for promotion {rom untouchableness live
on millk alone for three days. At a public meeting, the
candidates make their profession of {aith lo the ten prin-
ciples of the Arya Samaj; ghee, or clarified butler, is
burned in the fire, and Vedas are recited,  As a token
of the transformalion, high-caste members of the Arya
Samaj accept sweetmeats from the hands of the candi
dates. In some cases, Braliman members of the Samaj
accompany new niembers (o their homes where they cat
food prepared by the iniliale’s wives,

Sarala Devi Chavhurani, wile of a Tlindu andit, gives
a.vivid description of accompanying her hushband while
he performed these ceremonial purifications,  Allthough
she and her hushand, a member of the Arya Sninaj, must
ohviously he radicals Lo engage in this work, she bolrays
an instinctive conlempt for thal “ soulless animal,” the
outcasie, which suggests that she is scarcely aware of her
OW11 SCOI.

She describes a vast mass of lumanity, comprising
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several thousand men, women ant children, wailing pa-
tiently for her husband on the wooded bhanks of one of -
the Gye rivers of the Punjah, © unkempt, unclad bhut {or a
loin cloth and a short-sleeved kurin, a dirty piece of cloth
wrapped round the head as a turban, not being permitted
hy the unwritten laws of their high caste neighbors to put
on dresses as good or long or clean as those of their social
superiors. They are wailing like herds of dwmb animals
for the loving hand that will iifi them fo the scale of
humanity,”

The ceremony was lo take place in the district of a
Rajput landlord whose ancestors had been on friendly
terms with those of Der hushand * for ages, counting
from the days of the first Moghul.” In times of war,
the women and children of one family were sent Lo the
other for protection and shelter,

“Instead of words of weclcome, my hushand was
greeted with words of abuse and threat for daring to
upset centuries-old family relationship in this way by
coming on his lands to disgrace him by making his un-
touchable tenants touchable. s loud-voiced words of
anger and abuse gathered an cuormons crowd on the
spot. ‘The ladies of the family dared not take me inside
the house but with veils drawn over their {aces [locked
to the roof and watched me silently waiting in the tonga.
My husband bore everything patiently, Bt T had come
to the end of my tether, Aflter mwore than an hour's
waiting in the zamindar's compound, with my eats burn-
ihg with the abuses and threats of exchange of swords
even with my husband, when the younger members of
the family pressed me to enter the house and make my-
self comfortable, T called my husband to my side and
said, ‘Let us go away from here; let us go to any poor
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villaget’s house, 1 will not take food offered by (hese
people My hushand replied:  * Tt will he the greatest
hlunder to leave al this junclure., lave palicnce.  llere
we musl stay, accept the hospitality of this very man
and Dbring him around {o the cause. [ we leave this
minute we estrange him and his Cantly [rom the cause
forever., To-morrow he will come (o his senses and will

apologize to you and to me, The younger people are all
with us. You go inside the house, I will win hin
over,’

“So he did., By evening the man was all contrition
and did not know how to shiow his face. The next morn-
ing with the aid of his men and money the purification
of his untouchable tenants was perlormed triumphantly.

“With the approach of the Master, the shaving ol the
men hegins, The women simply bathe and pul on new
clothes. Then [ollows the initiation or the purification,
as it is called, by fire and by the Gayatri Mantra, The
Guru addresses them and the audience of the higher castes
who are assembled 1o witness the ceremony.  Tle exhorts
the latter to receive their brethren with open arms when
purified. The mantra of Owkar is given to the former,
The forest resounds with the long~drawn, many-times-
repeated sound of Om-Om-Om.  After taking the vow
of clean living and clean thinking, and pouring in his
libation to the fire, the hour-hefore-human-shapetl-soul-
less animal rises up at the command of the teacher, meta~
motphosed into a full-fledged human being, with a dige
tinctly perceptible light of the soul shining in his leatures.
The high-caste men of the village take candies offered hy
his hands, lead him to the village well, and permit him to
draw water oul of it. The body, with its newly possessed
soul, quivers at the unexpecied indulgence and hesitates
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for 2 moment: but the fraternal encouragement of the
whole village community gives him heart, and led by the
Gura he walks up the steps of the well and pulls the rope,
I1is centuries-old disabilities are removed by this one aci,
his sell-respect is restored to him and his sense of hus
manity compleied.  Tor though a Sudra still, he is no
loager tnlouchable, his touch pollutes no maore,”

There was intense excitement the first time the-Arya
Samaj perlonned a purificalion ceremony in 1899, Bul
the Aryas wentl right on emancipating groups of out-
castes, and gradually the Tlindu community has cotne to
accepl them as caste members,  The Arya Samaj not
only raises ountcastes to be touchables, bul in cases ol
merit it confers the sacred thread upon castes not enlitled
ta wear if,

Lajpat Rai made some brave and forceinl speeches
in connection with his work lor the depressed classes,
Extracts are given in his book on the Arya Samayj.

“No slayery ts more harmful thag that of mind, and
no sin s greater than human beings in perpetual bondage,
It 1s bad enough Lo enslave people, but to create and per-
petuate circumstances which prevent thems from breaking
their chains and becotiing {ree is infmmous, . .. lama
Hindu and a firm heliever in Karma. T also believe that
every man makes his own Iarma, and is thus the arbiter
of his own destiny, I therefore look at the question
thus: the ancestors of the Tlindus (or perhaps they them-
selves in their previous existence) in the insolence of
wealth and power malirealed people whom God had
placed under them to protect and bless. The degrada-
tion of the latter rveacted upon them and reduced them

Vigdwun Rewvew, May, 1018,
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1o the subordinate position which has been thetr lot for
80 many centur 105, . This double degradation has re-
sulted in the loss of Lhr., manly mstincts of ihe race,  No
amount of paper resolutions amxd ol amount of talking on
plat forms will make us men unless we adopt the firgd prin-
ciples of manhood, viz, of making the amende Ionorable
to those of our own people whom we have wronged, and
whom we continue (o wrong under an entirely mistaken
idea of our dignity and secial position. Living in the
midst of large classes ol people nol conscious of their
manhood, we cannot hope Lo progress toward a better
iype,  We lherefore have to realize that the hest and
highest sacrifices we may put forth for our nalional ac-
vancement cannot come to much so long as the depressed
classes remain what they are. It is nol a question of
charity or good will but one of National self-preserva-
tion,”

Lajpal Rai gives figures showing the extent of the
work carvied on, In three years, the Avya Samaj ack
mitted an entire casie of 10,000 souls in the terrilories
of the Maharajah of Jammu and Kashinere, In another
district, 1l raised a casie of 30,000 members,  [n numer-
ous districts the work runs into the thousands, ..

It might scem that it would only he neecssarf (o offer
this opportunity for social enfranchisement to have all
the outcastes of India come running,  ut a social sys-
tem thal has successfully controlled the lives of nearly
one-sixth of the human race for (Wenly-live centuries
may nol be knocked over in a day. Oulcastes have cow
cred for so many generations in fear and reverence af the
upper castes, they are so conyinced of their own degrada-
tion, that it is not easy to reach them with a different
message, Thev are also suhiecl ton nersecutinn. whierh
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makes it difficult and dangerous for them to listen to oul-
sicers.

Pariahs have been stoned and their clothes lorn off
hecause they ventured “to appear in better clothes than
they were accustoimed to wear, A parial who venlured
ta carry an umbrella —an almost necessary protection
against the burning tropical sun — wag set upon by caste
members, his umbrella broken to bits, his c¢lothing torn,
ancd he was thoroughly beaten — to teach him his place,
In some districts outcastes are not allowed to wear clothes
at all, but only leaves, woven together with twigs, In
others, they are required to make a moaning noise as
they walk along the road, lo give warning ol their ap-
proach so that no upper casteman may be polluted,t  Qut-
castes seen talking to missionaries, or {o members of the
Samajes, are {requenily bealen as a warning not to talk
to them again,

So arroganily have the castes held the whip hand that
the outcastes have been very slow in developing a spirit
of revolt, but insurrection is gradually ripening, Ii is
probable that the mission work of Christians and of
~atrtajes has been even more valuable in crealing a degree
ol tolerance among [lindus, and in atireing the outcastes
themselves 1o sell-cousciousness and revolt, than in the
actnal nhumber of individval Pariabs who have been
reached and helped, !

It was in 1910 that some Pariahs opened a candy booth
at a Punjab fair, and with delightlul irony, wrole on the
sign overhead, " Lot it be known to the High-horn that
Hindus and Mussulmen are prohibited to buy sweets here.
Chuhras and all others are welcome.” 2

15t Nohal Singh, Contemporary Review, March, 1913,
2 Quoted by Farquhar from the Indian Social Reformer,
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The first mass meeting of untouchahbles seemed inered-
ibly presumptuous, hut they e alveady o commonplace,
At a meeting in the winier of 1917, two groups of out-
castes in southern India determindd to {orm a processton
along certain roads which they had notl been allowed to
use.  Stupported by the TTome Rule League ol Palghal
(a progressive caste organization) and the police, amdl
hearing a portrait of the King-Iémperor and the Union
Jack, they paraded down the forbidden way., They met
no active opposition, bhut non-Brahntan residents inhabit-
ing the Bazar near by sent a long memorial 1o the Gov-
ernor of Madras prolesiing against having “ sullered the
greatest indignity and pain.”  The memorial admits that
the roads are maintained out of public funds, into which,
these depressed classes must pay their axes, bul they
prolest against Dreaking the old precedent of exeluding
outcastes [rom this road. The Governor had made no
reply sote months later,?

A mass meeting ol 5,000 untouchables was called in
Bombay at the thue of Mr, Momtagu's visit,  Sir Nara-
yan Chandavarkar, a high caste ITindu, presided, They
drew up a memorial {or the Secretary of Siate, saying
that they were “ alraid that if home rule or scll~govern-
ment were granted to India at the present time, the gove-
ernment would pass into the hands of a close oligarchy,
uhifit either by tradition or raining for wielding political
power, and thus the interests of the masses would suffer,”

The meeling passed a resolution asking for separate
represenlation in the Provincial and Imperial Councils,
which was also forwarded to Mr. Moniagu, Other reso-
lutions demanded the immediate introduction of {ree and

3 Quoted from the Commonweal of Madras by the 1. 8. R.
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compulsory primary education, and peiitioned the Na-
tional Congress [or removal of disabilitics regarding the |
gse of scliools, medical dispensaries, public wells, offices,
roads and other public places,  There was a special reso-
lution of congratulation to Dr, Ambedjar, an oulcasie
sent to America to he educated by the Gacelkwar, who
had just returned to India alter taking his masier's and
doctor’s degree at Columbia Unfversity. A message of
thanks was sent 1o Iis Highness the Gaekwar.?

The depressed classes are now holding Untouchability
Conferences at frequent intervals, which are attended by
all classes fromr the Gaclwar of Baroda down. The
Indian Social Reforiner commentied on the swing and
enthusiasm of a conference in the spring of 1018, as
heing due to their having cut clear through to the heart
of the problem, especially as compared with the waning
success of the Aryan Brotherhood dinners. These din-
ners, though they starvted oul to be very radical, com-
promised on the question of oulcastes and now invite
only guests {rom within the {otir castes,

A conference of 2,000 of the most advanced and pros-
perous members ol the outeaste community, in Dombay in
the spring of 1918, passed resointions that they would
not permii their girls to marry before they bad reached
puberly, nor the hoys until they were able lo suppori
their wives and themselves; that they would not give nor
accept dowries, and limiting their outlay on marriages in
proportion to their means, They pledged themselves not
to use liquor, demanded government aid for universal
primary education, endorsed the extension of codperative
saving societies, and vowed that they would live on terms

1 Times of India, Novembor 13, 1017,
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of friendship with cach other, ignoring all caste ciffer
nces.

This last may sound ironical, but it was it the soberesl
good [aith, for all these infinitely degraded people have
their own sets and classes in miniature, with just as strict
rules against infermarviage, interdining and other rela-
tionships as those which fence off the Brahman from the
rest of the world, This has been one of the chiel difli-
culties in working with them, f{or not one has [allen too
low to have laboos and inhibitions about permitting his
children o go to school with children of some scavenger
whom he considers even lower than hitnsell,  The Abbe
Dubois describes a festival which nearly hroke up in a
riot because the Pariahs resented a shoemaket's wearing
certain red flowers in his turban, {lowers which his
" caste ” were not entitled to wear,

The full significance of the list of resolutions quoted
above only appears when one remembers just who con-
stituted that audience, It is impossible for the western
mintd to exaggerate or even do justice to the degree of
filth, poverty, and hunger, [ront which those people are
climbing, They make up the bulk of the sevenly mil-
lions o whom Hir Wilham Dighy referred when he estis
mated that there were at least sevenly million *“ cantinu-
ally hungry people in British India at the beginning of
the Lwentieth century.”

But so indomitably hopeful and courageous is this
animal called man, ihat a lew years ol missionary work,
a smattering of education, a slight loosening of the chains
which bound him, awd he is debonairly passing resolutions
limiting his Dbudgel, and vowing to live on terms of
friendship with his neighhors,

Gradually these slirrings among the oulcastes have
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reached! the conventional HHndu community,  The Maba-
tajah of Cassimbazar, presiding over a conference of a
strong  otthodox  organization, the All-lndia  Uindw
Sabba, last winler, challenged conditions vigorously,
[Te said;

“Gentlewen, do not let me be misunderstood, T do
nol appear before you to-day to condemu the system of
cawte, 1 personally belicve in caste, and 1 do not think
there is any nation in the world which has been able to
do withoul it in some {orm o1 other,  Whal I am anxious
to ingist is that while caste was intended in ancient India
as a social insurance, it has degenerated in our day into
a school of endless hitteruess, hatred and hostility,”

Similarly, Sir Subrahtanya Iyer, presiding at a meets
ing to commemorate a Tamil saint and poet of reputed
Pariah parentage, attacked the “ folly and injustice of
(he existing custom.” I1le reminded his audience that
the origin of casie lay in a natural desite of the early
Aryan settlers not to mix and intermarry, with such of
the abariginal inhabitants as were unclean, on sanitary
and moral grounds,  In time, this reason has heen quite
forgotien, and a false and evil pride of [amily and sta-
tion has developed caste into an entjrely different thing.
He compared (he transition {o the siory of the ancieni
gurd who had a cal which used to bother him while he
was performing his devotions, So le tied it up to keep
it out of his way, and hig neighbors, slavishly imitating,
decided that there must be some special virtue about keep-
ing a cat tied up while saying praycrs, because thiz holy
guru did it, and soon all the villagers had obtained cats
which they solemnly tied up during their devotions!

On an afterncon in March, 1918, a thousand sweepet
women gathered in a hall in Bombay to witness the dis-
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He isn't going to a 111n5c1m1e1uclﬂ ball in his great~grand father's

dress coat, heris just on his way {o school in a costume quite
common among Indian hoys

Children with the look of to-mos tow on thell faces
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rbution of prizes to their schioolgirl daughters, These
little oulcasie girls, who a few yeats ago would not have
heen admitted to any schoolroom, were the star perform-
ers.  They held a dramatic convetsation on the henefits
of school instruction, sang patviotic songs, and received
dresses and ribbons as prizes, LI the ordinary American
mother’s heart swells with pride as she watches the aston-
ishing beauty and cleverness of her little girl-graduale at
commencement, what must have been the mingled sense
of unrcality and ccstasy in the hearls of these outcaste
mothers! Memories of their own despised and hungry
childhood mutst for once have found compensation in the
glory of thal afternoon,

A countiy's status is determined not by the culture of
the few at the top but by the average of the entile popu-
lation. The grealest task which confronts India lo-day
is to raise her average. The agitation for home rule
has reccived wide publicity, but after all India can only
campaign for an cxtension of representative government,
and must then wait until the British Government cliooses
to act.

The elevation of her depressed classes is something
that India hersell can do, and it is something she must
do if she is {o make any progress toward the goal that
her Nationalists In company with the rvest of the world
are talking so much about to-day - Democracy,

How can there be democracy in India with fifty-three
million members of the comniunity unable to read and
write, unable to pass the most meager literacy test, un-
fitted to take any intelligent part in representative govern-
ment? The outcasies form a group hall the size of the
entire population of the United States, They are di-
vided from the rest of India by mutual hatred, and they
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are segregaied hy igngrance, poverly, disease, and arro-
gant discrimination,

India's taslk of assimilating this greait mass mio the nor-
mal current of her llebis nol unlike our Americatzation
problem in this country.  War has hrought us a new re-
alization of the importance of this duty, and we are
altacking it more definitely than ever before. We are op-
ganizing night schools, part-thme schools, clubs, commun-
ity pageants, turning our public schools into social come
munity centers, We are spared that most dilficult first
step — we clo nol have to hreak down any codes of social
discrimination, Qur most aristocratic senators and news-
papers are ot ashamed to refer to the rail-splitier who be-
came President, and equality of opporiunity is our proud-
est tradition,

India [aces this problem:, not only as an abstract duty,
but also as a practical exigency., The depressed classes
are not going to remain a passive, inerl niass forever,
Already there are rumblings. The high-caste Ilindu
hears them, as some ol the quotations already given
testify, Traveling through India last winter I was im-
pressed with a sense of sublle, inserutable difference, I
believe that it is nol unlike the slow, vague stirrings and
ripples which must have preceded the T'rench Revolution
and the Russian upheaval, A silent revolution is going
on in India to~day. It is social even more (than political,
It is a revoll againsi the medireval arrogance and brulality
of Brahmanism and the casie sysiem, There are evis
dences that it is not entirely confined to the outeastes, but
that it is spreading to some of the lower groups within
the castes.

Arthur Henderson, sketching the arigin of the British
Labotr party, wriles, “ A new social order is taking
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shape even in the midst of the stresh and peril ol the time,
This revolution is fundamental, {o™ it touches the springs
"of action in the great mass ol the echmmon people,” ' 1le
ig speaking of Iingland, but his \b*w:rtls apply exactly lo
India, and the same world stir which has precipitated the
situation in England is responsible for the change at work
in India as well,  ludia's silent revolution is {undamental,
for it touches the springs of action m the greal mass of
the common people,

Christian missionaries, concentrating on oulcaste comt-
munities, will ultimately reach an enormous majority of
the fifty-three millions. Not only will the outcastes have
become Christians, but by force of education they will
constifute the most progressive, most capable element
in the community.

This body of Tndian oulcastes offers a provocalive field.
Given a weslern education, they will combine the ingen-
uity of the Indian mind, its agility in moving deftly in
and out and around a subject, with the abrupt doggedness
of the West. They will gain that quality, the lack of
which is India’s great natural deficiency — initiative,
They will have become so many million Individuals,
And what is going to hecome of [linduism when it {ries
to sit on a rather fragile lid, holding down some [ifty
million ambitious individuals?

1%The Aima of Labor,” p. 10,
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BrauMAN marriage ceremontes last {or several days,
The high-caste hushand anoints his bride and himgelf,
reciting verses and liturgics, She ascends a millstone,
descends from ii, and lalkes scven steps Lo the notiheast,
At Iagt, after (edious hours of ritual, when in the night
sky the hride sees the polar siar and the seven Rishis,
she breaks her long silence and says, “ May my hushand
live, and may I obtain children.”

The sentence sums up her whole life; the submersion
of all individuality in the lives of her husband and chil
dren. The orthodox Hindu hushand never cats with
his wife, She eats [rom his plate when he has finished,
She may not utter his name, scarcely will she venture to
look up into his cyes, One Indian wife told a woman
missionary that she had never dared to look full into her
hushand’s face until afier her second child was born.

Oblivioug of the changing posilion of women in the
rest of the world, India keeps her women huried behind
a mass of archaic tradilion. TTigher casle women are
quile literally buried hehind the purdah or curlain which
divides the zenana or women's quariers from the rest of
the house,

In spite of all the madrigals and rondelays individual

man has written to the charms of the fair sex, men have
116
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an clemental and instinetive contegupt for women which
‘the more printlive societies do ot alientpt to concenl
Temale infagticide, Trank discriggination in social ¢iis-
toms, and naively intolerant proverbs are some of the
expressions of the Indian’s conlempi,

“What is the chief gate to hell 77 asks the Flindu con-
andrum, and artlessly answers,  Woman,”  “ The pav-
ents look after boys, and God looks after the girls,” has a
sinster ring after reading census reports showing {hat
the proportion of females to a thousand males in [ndia 18
954 as compared with 1068 in Lngland and 1060 in this
country. erhaps it is due not Lo actual infanticide, hut
to the fact that the [ndian father, counting up s lamily
for the census laker, quile Torgels Lo mention hiw daugh-
iers; they do not count, * May you have one hundred
sons,” is the politest of pleasaniries to a newly married
couple, but fo wish them a hundred danghtets - no one
could be so cruel,

The Code of Manu, one of the Iindu tloly books,
dating hack in 1ts present form Lo al least 500 B, ¢, pives
some quaintly interesting instruclions for a Brahman in
his choice of a wile,

“ Let him nol marry a girl with reddish hair, nor one
with a superfluity ol limhs (as for ingiance, one with six
fingers), nor one who is sickly, nor one with either too
little or too much hair, nor one who 1alks oo much, nor
one who 15 red-eyed; nor one with the name of a bird, 2
snake, a slave, nor any frightful object. But let him
marry a woman without defective or deformed limbs,
having an agreeable name, whose gail is like that of a
flamingo or elephant, whose teeth and hair are moderate
in quantity, and whose whole body is soft.”

The Abbe Dubois, a French priest who analyzed Hindu



118 INDHA™S ISTLENT REVINLUTION

life as he found it injthe early 1800's wih a detightful
mixture of gosgsip afed fact, quotes from the Padma’
Purana, part of the llindu [Toly Books, some recepts
for Married Women, which express the orthodox Flindu
ideal of womanhood to~tay.

“ When her hushand sings she mast he in ecstasy, 1
he dances, she views him with delight.  If he speaks of
science, she is filled with admiration. . . . Tler husband
may e crooked, aged, infirm, offensive in his mwanners,
Let him also be choleric and digsipated, ivregular, a drunk-
ard, a gambler, a debauchee. l.et him live in the world
destitule of honor. I.et him he deal or blind., Flis
crimes and his infirmities may weigh him down, hul never
shall his wife regard him as hut her (iod,  She shall
serve him with all her might, obey him in all things, spy
no defects in his character, nor give him any cause of
disqtriet,”

This atlitude is curiously inconsistent with the exceps
tional reverence paid to women inn the ITindua religion,
The wives of the gods play an important part,  Sila, the
devoled wile of Rama, is known and loved in every
Tndian home,  Kali, incarnation of femiale energy, of all
the power and mystery of nature herself, and with all of
nature's inscrutable croelty, is one of the most beloved
and potent members of the Ilindu pantheon,  Through-
out Bengal she is lovingly referred to as ** The Mother,”
in spite of the fact thal her statiieg represent her in des
structive mood, wearing a necklace of skulls, her four
hands grasping weapons, Tndia ig always referred to
as the Motherland,— Bande Mataram " - Fail Mother-
land,

The Tustitutes of Manu themselves contain lines which
are most deferential to woman:
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¥
"TTonor to the faithinl 1'@*{)1111111
Be hy loving hushand ?uitl.

Where woman i8 not |
Vain is sperilicial rite,

onored

Where women grieve and languish
Perish men of fated race?

Moreover, India is conspicuous among civilized states,
perhaps indeed she is the only one, where " matriarchy "
still survives. Down on the southernmost tip of the
Indian continent at Cape Comorin woman is still the head
of the family, and property follows her line, not the
man's. Women own property in their own right, and
while the mother's property passes on Lo her children, the
father's passes to his mother’s kin,  Tn marriage the Nair
woman has the privilege of choosing her hushand and
he comes to her house to live. Until recently, she
could dismiss him when she tived of hie Divoree is
now by mutual consent,  Fominists may findd support for
their thesis in the fact that social conditions in this unique
litle state are far ahead of the rest of India, There 13
no child marriage, and the siate hasg the highest percen-
tage of literate women in all India.  Gn T.owes Dickinson
tells of visiling * a school of aver 6oo girls, ranging from,
infancy to college age, and certainly I never saw school
givls Jook happier, keener, or move alive.  Saciety clearly
has not gone to picces under the  monsirous regimen of
women.” Travancore claims, probably with justice, to
be the premier native stale; the most advanced, the most
prosperous, the most happy.” 2

PO Ingtitutes of Mouaw,” TT, g5-587.
2, Lowes Dickinson, " Appearances,” n. 38,
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The contrast in the rlipious attitude of Indian men and
women 14 unpruwvv Many pricsts and guras have a
very lofly conception® of theism, Individuals aftain a
high degree of n.pu:luﬂ imsight through years of Yopn -
renunciation and meditation,  The Indian women's reli-
gion is peculiarly mean and groveling,  Passing from
the main tenaple into the woman’s seetion, T have heen
struck with the sense of difference, There is something
hestial and degrading about the {orms they use, the very
atmosphere of the place.  Muany ol their ohservances and
customs are so offensive to our western tdeas that it is
impossible 1o describe them, 1linda priests sometimes
take western men through the women's seetion of a tem-
ple as a personal favor, but they never permit’ western
wotnen to etiler,

Passing through the nuler courts of a temple one after-
noon, I happened near a Brahman squatting in a corner
selling puffed rice and peanuls. “ Back, back, please
back,” he shouted al me in Tinglish, Ile feared thal I
wottld defile his wares by brushing against them as I
passed. T backed away to oblige the oldd fellow, and as T .
did so, a handsome young Indian came up (o me, and
in perfect Fnglish apologized for the priest’s brusgueness,
Fle was evidently high caste, {all and well huill, in a
long pongee robe, gold~colored {urhan, embroidered sati
dals, his black hair sleeked bacle under his turban, To
complete the Orientalism of the picture, he exhialed a del-
icate [ragrance of perfume in odd contrast to the virility
of his hearing,

With a perfection of accent which could only have
been acquired in an Bnglish university he said, * T hope
you will pardon the discourtesy of the priest.  ITe means
no offense.” 1 Tanghed it off, and from thai we fell intq
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discussion of the lindu religion, « Ile was intelligent and
open-iminded, and T finally told higr the thoaght that had
beon inmy mind, T asked him hdw hye could tolerate the
position of women in India, Instantly his lace froze
Curtly he replied, “Uhat is one thing you Occidentaly
can never leach ug - your attitude toward woman,  She
helongs to the lower side of life,”  And at that, withoul
another.word, he turned on his heel and walked away!

In addition to helonging (o an inherently despised sex,
there are other ohjections Lo being a fittle giet i Inda,
By a curious working of the law of supply and demand,
younng nien are able to command a goud price m the
Indian marriage markel year afier year., The various
certificales and degrees which the schools and universi-
ties grant are all sharply graded off on a rising scale of
rupees.,  Caste, wealth, physigue, and good looks ave
other determining elements. A poor man with several
daughters 15 m an munpossible dilemma,

There was a tragic protest against the marriage dowry
custom in Calculia a few years ago. A llindu had deter-
mined to mortgage his house and put the rest of his life
in pawn to secure the 800 rupees i cash and 1200 in
jewclry which were demanded by his prospective son«in-
law, Shortly before the marringe day the hitle fourteen
year old bride, Snehalata, pul on her wedding finery
and, climbing out on the iile roof of her house, poured
kerosene over her dress, and sel hersell on fire. She
wanted Lo free her father of the burden of her marriage,
and to record her death before the eyes of the community
as a prolest against the custom.  She left a pathetic little
note to her father:

“After I am gone, father, T know you will shed tears
over my ashes, I shall be gone; but the family will be
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saved. . . . May the conflagration T shall kindle set ithe
whole country on fire.|

This incident attvm{“cd nationad attention and several
other young girls followed ler exampie.  Their deaths
had an appreciable effect. At the first session of the
Madras Student Convention, an anti-dowry league was
organized, and a small group of students joined i, pledg-
ing themselves not to accepl marriage dots with their
brides. Occasionally an Indian paper mentions, in the
account of a wedding, that thete was no ‘ vankda
money "' or dowry.

It is the Hindu custom to celebrate a little girl’s reach-
ing the age of puberty much as a wesiern lad celebrates
his twenty-first birthday,  Uunder the old Thindu law a
parent who has nol secured a husband for his daughier
before she attains puberty commits a serious sin. This
turgency has led {o the custom of infant betrothals, and
even to the betrothal of the unborn, parenis promising
each other their next daughter or son as the case may
be.

The dynamiting eftect of mixiug a litlle wedtern edu-
cation with some of these archaic customs is illustrated
in a story told by Kenneth S, MaeDonakl, Rukhmabi
was a Hindu girl, educated in the Trree Church Mission
School, and afterward as a zenana pupil,  She was clever
and accomplished, and the man, Dadaji by name, to whom
she had been married in infaney, being repulsive and illii-
erate, she refused to live with him. e appealed (o the
law to compel her to do so,  The case was carried from
court to court, till the Iligh Court ardared Rukhmabi
either to live with Dadaji as his wife, or go to prison for
six months. A compromise was effected. A sum of
money sufficient to buy another wife was paid to Dadaji.
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But 1t was deereed that according to [lindu law, Rulkh-
“mabs must never vy, She went o Loodon Lo stady
medicine, took the degree of ML, and returned to
ndia to take charge of a hospital for women, While
no comment is nade on the fact that Dadaji must * huy "
another wife, it would suggest thal hie was so disgustingly
ineligible that contrary to the usual custom of demanding
a dowry, hie way {oveed to pay {or a wife,!

In spite of legislavion and agitation against it, infaut
and child marriage are very common.  * There are nine
million girl wives between the ages of one and fifteen, of
whom two and a hall million are under eleven,”? Al
though Qrientals mature somewhat carlier than we do,
they themselves recognize that the vitality of both their
men and wonien 18 drained by these early marriages, and
they are trying (0 radse the leml MarKinge age,

In 1800 the tragic death in Caleuita of a child wife,

a little givl eleven years old, because of the treatment she
suffurud from her hushand, a man of thirty, resulted in
agitation which ultimately led the British Government to
pass a law raising the age of consent {ront ten to twelve
years,  Ilindus resented this interference with their cus-
toms, and when the bill came up for passage there was
intense excitement,  Crowds paraded the streets day and
night screamung, “Qur religion is in danger)” There
was a day of [asting, and a monster mass meeling with an
atlendance ostimated at 100,000, Specches were delive
ered (rom twelve platforms,  Against this hysteria were
ranged all the lorces of reform in the country. Mission-
arics, Samajes, and progressive Ilindus joined in sending

1 Quoted by Farquhar, “Modern Religious Movements in India,”
¢ Spacch of Mr, Montagy, then under-Secrelaty of State for [ndig,

on Indian budget, 1911,
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representatives hefore the Viceroy's Council to urge the
passage of the hill,

Since then, the natlve stales have taken steps in the
gante direction. An Infant Marriage I’revention Act
passed by the Gaekwar of Baroda in 19071 set the mini-
mum age in his state for the marriage of boys al sixteen,
and girls at twelve,  Ten years later the Census Conunis-
sionier of Daroda published a review of the workipgs of
the act, Some 22,218 applications {or exemption were
made in the ten years, and of these 9g per cent. were al-
lowed. Over 23,000 marriages were performed in viola-
tion of the Act, without applying for an exempiion,
thereby incurring (ines of {rom a {ew to a hundred rupees,
There were probably an equal number of violations not re-
corded through giving [alse ages, “ The age returns are
notoriously unrcliable, butl even thus there were 158 per
thousand males and 277 per thousand females married and
widowed under ten years of age.” !

In Mysore, another native state, an Act forhids the
marriage of girls under eight altogether, and forhids the
marriage of girls under fourteen with men over fifty.
In 1915, the Conference of All India Orthodox Tlindus
passed a resolution recommending that “‘ the minimum
martiageable age of hoys be fixed at cighteen years and
that of girls at eight years,’ 2 It is impossible from Oc-
cidental stancards, to characierize men who consider a
minimum marriage age ol eight years for girls as a re-
form measure

Child marriages mean of course that Indian girls begin
child-bearing very young. Men doctors are not permit-
ted to attend them, and such unskiliful midwilery as is

L Times of Indig, guoted by Farquhar.
2 [ndian Soctal Reformer, May, T0IE,
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~available, together with the premature strain of child-

hearing, results in a high mwortality for hoth mothers and
hahics. Professor James Bissett Prall of Williams Col-
lege makes the statement that “about 25 per cent, of
Lindg women die prematurely through carly marriages,
and as many more hecome semi-invalids from the same
cause,’” !

Nol more than three million of the one hundred and
filty million womien of Tndia are within reach of compes
tent medical aid,  ven hefore the war the shoriage of
wonien coclors was such thal hospitals had heen closed
for lack of them, One shrinks [rom imagining the suf-
fering which such figures imply. TIndian infant mortal-
ity figures tell the same story. The infant death rale
per thousand live hirths average 211 for Tncia as com-
pared with 12, in the Unifed States and rtog in Tingland,
It is estimated that one quarter of the infants born die
in their first year.”

The tragic need of Indian women for more adequate
meclical care has resulted in the rapid prowth of medieal
missions, and (he woman doctor paves the way {or the
zenana teacher and other liberal mfluences. The wives
of two viceroys founded large [unds, which have heen
augmented hy private subscription and government aid
for reaching the women of Indin with medical services.
These [funds provide training schools where Tndian girls
are trained as nurges and doctors,  They algso provide
dispensary and hmpllﬂl SeIVICes.

The Indian widow must drain the very dregs of bit-
terness and desolation, When her husband dies her hair

1H Indin and Tis Teaiflis,” p. 174,
2 Pramanath Danerjea, "ﬁ Study of Indian IEconomics” 1916,

P 34
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te cut off, and {or the rest of her lile she must keep hey
head shaved like a convict.  Ier jewels are taken away
hy her hushand's family and her glass bracelets are hroken
from her arnts and thrown away, The story goes thai
when some princes die, they have o bring the broken
hracelets away from the palace in cart loads !

A widow may never marry again on the theory that the
woman must keep herself inviolate for her hushand in
the next life, a bit of sentiment which would be more
appealing if it worked bhoth ways,  Needless o say, it
does not, Widowers remarry, as a malter of course, and
if a man's first wife is barren, or * bad tempered,” he
may take another wite at his pleasure during her lifetime.
It i{s quite customary for rajahs and princes to have sev-
eral wives,

Infant betrothals are considered as binding as mar-
riage, so that liltle baby girls have actually heen born into
the world widowed,  Tattde givls are Trequently marricd
to old men of fifty and sixty, and the death of these men
while their wives are otill young further augments the
vast number of Indian widows.

There are about twenly-six million widows, of whom
112,000 are under ten years of age and about 300,000
additional are under fillcen, According to ithe Year
Book, some 17 per cent, of the women of India are wid-
ows, as compared with a normal average of ¢ per cent, in
Lurope. As these widows, marricd while still children,
are uneducated and unfitted to carn a living, ihey arc
usually obliged to live with the {amily of their dead hus-
band. They are looked down tpon because their unlucky
star was tesponsible for his death, and they must earn
their keep Dy the most menial work, Naturally youth
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rebels, and the anomalous position of these girls resulls
" in many lragedies.

One winfer when cholera was raging in the United
Provinees, 1 walked throngh a village whose homes hal
been praciicalty wiped ont by the plague  In a junule
heyond the village T found, lying across the path, two
women with shaven heads, widows,  They were uneon-
scious, . My companion and I picked them up and carried
them to a dispensary.  They were old women and had
been widowed when young, Tor years they had lived
with their hushands' faamilies, doing all the heaviest and
most disagrecable work, When plague came to the vil-
lage, it was decided that they heing women of ill imen,
were tesponsible for it,  To drive the devil out, the ryots
beat these women into insensibility and then dragged
them out of the village,

In an orphanage 1 saw a young cripple. His father
had died before his hirth, and as soon as he was born,
his mother was driven out of her village.  With the haby
in her arms she tried vainly 1o find work, to beg food,
The days passed and she saw her little boy starving 1o
death in her arms, for no one would pity an accursed
widow. Itinally in desperation, she put horse chestuuls
against the boy's hip joints and hound them down with
a wet cloth, She left them there until the joinls had
ruised and lestered into open sores.  Then, unbidling
the little sulfering hody, she hield him in her arms, and
hegged for her cripple baby,  Passershy pitied them, and
her terrible tragic ruse succeeded.  Butl the hoy will al-
ways he lame.

Agitation in favor of the remarriage of widows is mak-
ing headway, and progressive Indian papers record oc-
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casional remarriages. A recenl notice of the remar-
riage of a Braluman widow “ according to orthodox rites ™
mentioned that “the marviage was atlended by scveral
influential men of the town ™ (giving their names), * and
by a nwuber of studenls.”  'The groom was twenly and
the widowed bride— (ourlecen., Many progressive To-
dians however still feel that only virgin widows should be
remarried. :

Since the very beginning of work {or women by women
missionaries, Christian missions have established widows’
homes where the women are educated and trained {o earn
their living, In 1887 Hindu social reformers took up
the work, with the establishment of their first home in
Calecutta. Since then such homes have multiplied rap-
idly., The Arya and Deva Samajes and numerous indi-
viduals have huill homes. Some of them are aided by
government appropriations, Notice of the marriage of a
widow at the premises of the Hindu Widows' IHome,
conducted by the Bombay Social Reform Associatlion,
ended with ibe words, “ this is the {ifth marriage cele-
brated under the auspices of the 1lindu Widows' IHome,”

In the old days sati provided a way out for many wid-
ows. This was the custom of the widow's throwing her-
self into the {lames of her hushand's funeral pyre. Tn
1829 the Viceroy issued an order forbidding satl, As
there was already a strong sentiment against the cusiom
among progressive Indians, the custom is to-day prac-
tically obsolete, though there are still isolated cases.
The New Times of Karachi reporied in April, 1918:
* A young Hindu widow, whose hushand died in the last
plagie, burnt herself Lo death with kerosene oil. It is
said that she ceased talking with anybody (rom the day
her husband passed away.” Such individual cases may
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amount to no more than the occasional suicide of grief-
siricken widows in any country.,

The orthodox 1lindu's only alternative to finding and
paying for a hushand for each daughter has been lo dedi-
cate her Lo the gods at birth. Devadasi, they call her,
a servant of the gods, We translate il dancing girl,
Groups of these pirls live in the important templcs, and
are nominally wives ol the gods, dancing and singing at
all important religious, political, and social functions,
They are the only women who are allowed to learn to
sing and dance. The more promising gitls are educaied,
serving as courlesans o the piriests and public; they cor-
respond on a lower scale of culture to the Ilierodouloi
of ancient Greck civilization,

Comiplete segregalion of the Iindu wife from her
hushand’s social life leaves a large gap for the nauich
or dancing girls to G, A high-caste Hindu woman of
orthodox circles never appears when her husband en-
tertaing in his own home., As a group of men cannot
amuse themselves with caling and talking indefinttely, it
has been customary to bring dancing girls into private
homes for practically all parties, Iformerly they look
part at marriages anc all other ceremonies, and as a mark
of respect they accompanied prominent men on formal
and state calls.

" The British Governor of Madras in the early ninecties
was the first official who refused (o attend partics where
nawtch girls appeared, a precedent which is now generally
accepied. This official attitude, combined with the work
of missionaries and of Tlindu socicties, is producing a
wholesome cffect; but even to-day motion picture con-
cerns still advertise in Tndiu newspapers: * Exhibilors
before Rajas and ’rinces of India, their Ixcellencies
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Lord and T.ady Willinpdon, Work undertaken at mar-
riage, naulch and evening pariies.”

The Government policy of refusing to interfere with
social and religiots customs, as cenunciated by Queen
Victoria in her proclamalion of 188, has been in the
main wise. The gradnal evolution worked by educaiion
and by the example of the Turopean and missionary com-
munities accomplishes ity reforms slowly but more surely
than could be hoped for by enforced legislation, Only
a few times has Government departed from this rule, first
with its act against sati in 1820, again in 1856 with an
act legalizing the marriage of Indian widows, and in 1891
with an age of consent law.

FEducating a woman is, according to the old Hindu
fable, like putting a knife in the hands of a monkey,
Women as a sex are considered incapable of learning,
As for the exceptiona] woman, “even though one par-
tictlarly brilliant was found,” runs the old saying, “to
teach her would be like feeding a serpent milk; she would
merely turn her education into poison.”

Child marriage has made educalion almost impogsible
for women, Decause litile girls who must assume all the
responsibilities of womanhood al eight and ten years of
age are too preoccupied to be apl scholars, Tt is not un-
common in the village mission schools 1o see three gen-
erations of women studying the same lessons side by side.
Iverywhere one sees child mothers, their babies at their
breasts, their young faces shaded by a wistful maturity
that is pathetlic.

The result of forcing premature responsibility upon
generations of women is evidenced in any gathering of
men and women. In villages among the lower castes,
the seclusion of women is not enforced. Men and
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women frequently gather in the little open square which
forms the village mecling place, women silling one side,
men on the other. T remember allending a mecting of a
village council, or panchaiyal, called 1o honor a member
of their village, an oulcaste who had just been decorated
by the Government [or heroic service in plague rclief,
Sikhs with long white whiskers, select men in white robes
and scarlet and vivid green turbans, made a dignified and
.impressive body. The oulcastes, silling on the edge of
the groups, bareheaded, a piece of cloth tucked about
their hips, though not particularly dignified, were inter-
ested and absorbed in what was going on, Over on the
women's side it was constant restlessness and giggling,
A woman reached [or a grasshopper, missed it, and they
all tittered. In repose their eyes were dull and listless.
When they lighted il was only with a vacant stare, There
was no sign of their giving intelligent attention, or fol-
lowing the speeches wilth any interest, The monieni the
meeting was over, whal a change, Then came the part
of life that was her affair, Reaching oul for her haby —
for they all have babies — cach woman set him astride
her hip, and hurried off to the little clay oven against
the wall of her house, to resume her work,

Indian women are devoled and faith{ul mothers, and
their sons appreciate it. Much as the Indian despises
women as a sex, he always speaks of his mother with ex-
travagant devotion, TTe is even beginning to realize the
disadvantages 1o himsell of debarring women [rom all
education and culture. It is dawning upon him that,
though Indian women may possess instinctively all the
most ideal maternal qualities, illiterate, superstitious
wonlen are incapable of creating the home almosphere of
a woman who is educated and intelligent., Tt is the old, old
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argument as to whether it is worth while to educate
women. It has been threshed out all over the world, and
everywhere women nltimately win,  India s still Uiresh-
ing it oul, or, raiher, she is just beginning. In the coun-
tries of the world about three Limes as many men coms-
mit suicide as women, [n India more women take their
own lives than men,

Ii is ironically appropriate that in ihis land where
wamen have sullered so much bitternaess, the most exirav-
agantly heautiful and precious building of the entire
country should have been buill in memory of a woman, a
shrine to commemorale the love and devotion that one
man bore his wife,

“Fabric of enchantment, hewn
From Ineent quarries of the moon ™

The Taj Mahal was buill by Shah Jehan, sorrowing over
the death of his favorite wife. Shah Jehan was a grand-
son of that greatest figure in Indian history, Akbar the
Greal, the first Mogul Emperor of Ilindustan, It was
about 1030 that Mumtaz-i-Mahal (Chosen of the Palace)
who had heen the Shah's [avorite wife for fourteen years,
died in bearing her eighth child. Although the shah
had many other wives to console him, he mourned for
her all his life, and swore that she should have the most
perfect and wonderful tomb in (he world, Ile kept
22,000 men at work in night and day shifis for twenty
years carving lace-like traceries of tmarble screens, and
inlaying the precious mosaics of floor and ceiling.  After
he had reigned for thirty years, one of his sons rose up
and deposed himy, and when at last it came Shah Jehan's
time to die, he was a lonely old man, imprisoned in a tiny
room of what had been his palace, with only one of his
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wives left to wail upon him.,  ‘When the end came his last
request was that his Ded should be moved to a window
where hie could sce the T'aj Mahal, and the old man died
eazing upon this marble jewel that held the body of the
woman he had Joved when he and the world wete young,
Stories that come down through the years suggest that
Mumtaz-i-Mahal was something more than a [avorite
wife, that she was a real person When Jehan led hiy
armies out to fight the enemy, she used to {ollow secretly
with her retinue, and when darkness fell, she and her
women worked all night long on the battlefield, minis-
tering to the wounded and dying, * pouring oil on their
wounds and wine hetween their lips,”

When she died, and it was noised abroad that Shah
Jehan was building her a magnificent tomb, all India sent
gifts to the building of it, hecause slie was universally
loved. Jeypore, the wonderlul rose colored city, sent
marble, and Mysore and Ilyderabad sent gold, Copper
for the magnificent doors came {rom the {limalayas, and
diamonds, emeralds, rubies, jasper and onyx [rom the
mines of southern India,

Coming down tlmmgh the years, the name and achieve-
ment of & woman in every generalion or two stands out,
eloquent of the latent capacity of the women of Tndia, and
of an indomitable instinct Lo rise despile all handicaps,
Tlfére was the young girl Toru Dull, of whose verses IEd-
mund Gosse the Iinglish critic wrote, * It is impossible to
exaggerale what we have lost in the premature death of
Toru Duit,  Literaiure has no honors which need have
been heyond the reach of a gir! who at the age of twenty-
one had produced so much of lasting worth,” The poem
which first attracted Gosse’s atlention to Miss Dutt is
well worth quoting:
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“Still barred the dooms, The far cast glows,
The marning wind hlows {resh and [ree,
Shoudd not the hour that wakes the rose
Awaken also thee?

‘“All look for thee —love, light, and song':
Light in the sky, deep red above,
Song in the lark of pinions strong,
And in my heart, true love,”

Conspicutous among the women who have taken the
lead in the education and elevation of women in India
s Pandita Ramabai,  She was the daughter of a Hindu
scholar, Tler parvents dicd of famine, and she was left
a widow when very young, Instead of being crushed,
these irials only roused i lhier an unconquerable spirit,
Alone, voung and without precedent, she sel out as a cru-
sader in behalf of the women of India,  She sprang into
prominence in 1882 when her evidence on women's edu-
cationn hefore the Indian Iiducalion Commission revealed
her as a woman of marked abilily,

She was educated in England, and returning to India
she founded at Poona a home for Tndian widows, which
was partially financed by [riends she had made during a
visil to the Uniled States, .The famine of tgoo brought
2,000 orphans {o her home, in addition to her previous
work, With fine resourcefulness and administrative
ability, she has carried on her work through staggering
difficultics,  She is head of a home of 1,000 widows at
Kedgaon near Poona, and has organized a splendid in-
dustrial school there, fitling ihese widows to leave the
home and go out to earn their own living, They make
{he finest {aces, boxes of wood and cardboard, weave car-
pets and Oriental rugs, and do fine embroidery. They
have a contract for supplying the Gidvernment with the
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emhroidered devices which thie railroad conductors and
gll'll[lb wear on cap and arm,  She also has a farny, run
on scientific methods, where women are taught iruck
farming,

It was the early missionarics who first unclcltoulc con-
siructive work for women. The missionaries’ wives be-
gan by wvisiting the women in the zenanas, and as they
made [riends they organized classes in reading, writing,
and houschold arls, “There was preju::licc against per-
mitting weslern women to enler the women’s apariments
at first, but the Hindu women themselves enjoyed it, an')
soon there came an increasing demand {or women mis-
sionaries to carry on work among women,

Early in the nineteenth century, the Brahma and Arya
Samajes took up the crusade for improving the status of
women, The Government has made no agpressive eltorts
in this direction, but is offering increasing facilities for
the education of women as the demand grows.

Only 2 per cent. of the girls of school soing age were
in school in 1902, but this average trehled in ten years, and
there are now 6 per cent,  To-day agitation on the sub-
ject of education for women is widespread,  The exper-
ience of teachers, as to the actual demand, varies, The
Director of ducalion wriles

*As usual, the reports give varying accounts of the
enthusiasin or indifference displayved as regards girls'
education. The Director in Bombay says that outside
of Dombay and Poona, secondary schools for girls would
not exist without the help of missions and those that do
exisi have very few girls in them.

“The Director in Tengal says thal the education of
girls of the IHindu middie clags tp to a cerlain standard
has become a practical necessity : that even the orthodox
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Tlindu parent 18 heginning (o realize the advantage of a,
well-conducted school over home instruction, and {hat
parents of this class are now ready to pay for their givlg’
nstruction,

“Tiverywhere in India there is demand for more
women teachers, and 1o meel this need iraming schools for
widows have heen {founded ;ll]tl it 15 hoped to use them
widely as teachers {or women.”

Colleges for women are springing up all over the cotin-
try. There are two in Madras — the Government Col-
lege for Women and Union Christian Women's College,
India's first universily for women has opened in Poona,
and graduates its {irst class in 1919, As the most heau-
tiful memorial in all Tndia was hwlt by a man for a
woman, so, too the most lavish and splendid gift made in
recent years is from a man {or many women, The Ma-
harajali Kumar of Tikari has given his entire estate val-
ued at $7,000,000 to found an institution for the educa-
tion of Indian women. * The school will be open to girls
from five to eighteen years old, and there will be no dis-
tinctions of caste or creed. This magnjficent gift was
inspired by the Maharajah's wife to whom he was de-
voled, The Maharajah was ceducated in IZngland, and
spenl {wo ycars ﬁghtu’lg with the Allies in France, The
sife for the school is the gifi ol another man, a prnml—
nent Indian lawyer,

The pioneer of all these institulions is the Isabella
Thoburn College in Lucknow, which was buill by a group
of American Methodist women, thirty-six years ago, Tt
was the first insttlution of college grade, exclusively for
women, anywhere in the Orvient,  This group of Ameri-

1 Antual Report, Education Departinent, 1014~15,
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_can women had [aith in the {uture of education of women,
It was a bold adveniure to build this college al a time

. when colleges for women in their own country had not
passed an experimental stage, and when carloons ol Miss
Blue Stocking willy speclacles and a Boston bag were still
the height of humor.

Not at all intimidaled by the dilliculty of their task,
Indian ferinisis now and then show a delightful audacity.
Mrs. . D. Rukmaniauna, Superintendent of the Mahar-
ani’'s College, Mysore, in a recent speech criticized se-
verely the specialized ctrriculum which Indian educa~
tional authorilies are framing for Indian girls, Una-
bashed by the fact that there are only thirlcen literale
women per thousand in India, Mrs. Rukmanianna de-
mands for her sex the snme Lype of educalion as is given
to boys. Iler reasons are reminiscent of those we heard
advanced against old-school educators in this counlry not
many years ago, The currieplum had been {ramed with
special reference to the “ needs of the girl in the home,”
as they phrased it, and included chiefly a study of do-
mestic arts, how to coolt, sew, darn, and keep the house
clean, ‘* This is what I may term the domestic ideal of
woman's education, and a very ancien! ideal no doubt,”
sald Mrs. Rukmanianna, and added scornfully, “Tt
may satisfy the men, but il docs not at all represent mod-
ern ideals of women's education, If it is so nceessary to
train these girls to be ‘ good wives and mothers,” may |
ask what efforts are being made to train the boys to be
good hushands and wise parenis? "

It seems scarcely accurate to speak of a woman's move-
ment i India when only 1 per cenl, of the women can
read and write. And yet there 1s a tremendous polential
restlessness among them, * Women must solve the prob-
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lems of humanity,” is the quotation from Ibsen which ,

dedicates a book written a couple of years ago by the Ma-
harani of Baroda, astute wife of that progressive states-
man, the Gackwar, Tt is a guide book for a nation of
women in captivity, pointing to them a way out,  Sys-
tematically it records the variely of occupations followed
by women in IEngland, Turope, and the United States,
with adaptlations to local conditions, and with emphasis
on the types ol work which seem most easily accessible,
There are a number of Indian women int literary and
journalistic work The Maharani of Bhavnager edits
a weekly paper in Gujarati, and is viee-president of the
Soctety of \Women Journalists,  She is the author of a
life of Lord Kitchener, who was het friend. Ier ITigh-
ness, the Bepum of Bhopal, is a progressive and influen-
tial woman, Her state ranks high for its progressive
legislation There are nuwmerous important names in
private life; Mrs, Sarojini is an cloquent speaker, and a
leader in political and educational subjects, Mrs, Ram-
abai Ranade and Pandita Ramabai are conspicuous in
social work, and the Sorabji sisters in education. The
thirteen year old granddaughier of Sir Dinsha Wacha
has written an accouni of the causes and events of the
war. It is illusirated Dy a serics of war cartoons which
she drew, and was published for charity! Tvidently
India too has her litte girl prodigies. -
Mohammedan, Iinda, and arst ladies are heads of
numeraus industrial homes and institutions for promating
womefl's education, and they hold {requent public meet-
ings and conferences. In response io their agitation a
park has heen set aside in Caleutta for the exclusive use
of women and children, HHere in the desolating heat of
midsummer, when all the Europeans have fled {o the
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hills, the wilting purdalh women of the city may escape
 from their crowded and ill-ventilated homes {otr a breath
of air,

The Seva Sedan 18 a lay sisterhood, with headquarters
in Bombay, which devotes itsell Lo social service activities
among all classes, There are resident women doctors
and nurses, and sisterhoods are maintaied for ITinduy,
Darsi, and Mohammedan women, There are other sim-
ilar organizations.

The annual conferences of the numerous social-service
organizations perform a valuable ollice in keeping reso-
lutions and speeches on social conditions affecling wonten
constanily before the public. ILast year the Sind Pro-
vincial Conference was brolen up, owing to viclent op-
position among orthodox Hindu members against leiting
a woman appear on the platform {o move a resolution
relating to the education of women, The conlerence
answered the challenge by this year making her their
presiding officer.  And so far had public opinton traveled
in a single year thal the conference was held wndis-
turbed, Incidenially, it passed a resolulion coundemning
the heavy prices being paid for bridegrooms in that
province|

The All-India Muslim Ladies’ Conlerence meeting in
Lahore recently passed a resolution denouncing the
evils of polygamous marriages, and pledging themselves
not {o give their daughiers as plural wives, This slirred
up a stormt among the men, who resent feminine inter-
ference with their prerogatives,

The Bombay Social Service League at its 1918 confer-
ence passed a resolution urging that the franchise be ex-
tended to women on the same ierms as to men, and a
large audience applauded the resolution enthusiastically,

.



140 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

after it had been inteepreted,  Tor this audience included
many cultivators, artisans, and petly traders, who re-
fused to allow the speakers (o use INaglish, so they had to
have a series of speakers in vernaculars, one after the
other, Ti was al this conference which was held in Bom-
bay in May, 1918, that the two hundred chairs reserved
for ladics was notl nearly enough, and more had to he
hrought in, while nearly half the platform was filled with
women. The sullrage resolulion came up as the-result
of a petition signed by one hundred prominent Tndian
ladies of Bombay.

It was at the Madras Provincial Social Conference in
the same month that Mrs, Sarojini Devi made a stirring
speech on a resolution recommending that intermarriage
he allowed {o all professing the Tlindu religion, irre-
spective of race or creed,  Mrs, Devi urged that the only
way to achieve that national unity to which all India
aspires is for the women themselves Lo consummale a
unity ol province with province, of caste with caste, of
tradition, race and thought through obliterating all lines
of discrimination by the very {fusion of human blood.

Taking the mass of illiterate Indian women as a class,
there 15 no doubl that they arc more conservative than the
men,  Like the fishes in the dark cave, who lost their
eyes because for many generations they had never used
them, these women have lost all ambition for the priv-
tleges and responsibilities of normal life. In educating
and liberating the women of Tndia, the greatest difficulty
will be to break down the prejudices and inhibitions of the
women themselves,

Indian men realize this fact. 1In a discussion not long
ago, of how to break down purdah, one man wrote to an
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Indian paper advising others not to atlempt to Dbring
their wives into public life too suddenly, as it proves Loo
ereat a shock. FHe suggested as easy steps that the
woman should first be persuaded not 1o observe purdah
before the male members of the family, however remote
their relationship. Next, the hushand should take his
wife on a trip Lo some city where they were hoth un-
known, and * after she hag experienced a little freedom
among ' strangers, she could easily be induced Lo meet her
husband’s friends,” Ifrom then on it is simpler, ‘If
X introduces Mrs, X to Y, Y will feel himself undey
social as well as moral obligation to introduce Mrs, Y to
X" Finally he recommends beginning with the daugh-
ters, because they are yoting and have not so much o
unlearn and overcome in the way of tradition and habit,

Ancther correspondent, commenting on the praise
which had been given in a previous issue to a father who
refused to accept dowry money for his son, said that the
man did not deserve so much praise because he was a
widower, and had no grown daughters or sisters to exert
pressure on him|

It is marvelous that in a country where such ugly and
vulgar things are thought and said ahbout women, a
woman's movement should be stirring, and that its ini
porfance should bhe recognized by individual men, K,
Natarjan, editor of the Indian Social Reformer, a man
peculiarly happy in phrasing thoughts whose realization
lies in the future, stated the importance of educating
Indian women in a recent speech:

“T would give the first place in a program of social
reform to universal {ree and compulsory education,
And in education, I would give the first place to the ed-
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ucation of girls, The education ol a single girl means
the uplifting of a whole family, and in a larger and
iruer sense than the education ol a single man,”

The vital tmportance Lo India of the education of her
women has been given recogoition by another man re-
cently, a man whose opinions carry weight, no less a per-
son than the Secretary of State for India, ldwin Mon-
tagu.  In his jont report with the Viceroy on proposed
constitutional changes for India, he devotes a seclion
to education, and there is an imporiant and significant
paragraph in regard to the education of women, It
reacls !

“ As regards the limited diffusion of educalion, we also
take into account the conservative prejudices of the coun-
try. ILis not very long since the advocates of the higher
education of women in limope were regarded as unprac-
tical and subversive theorisis; and in India social cus-
toms have greatly multiplied the difficulties in the way of
female education. Upon this question opinton is slowly
but surely changing, and educated young men of the mid-
dle classes are beginning to look {or literate wives, But
so long as education is practically confined to one sex, the
social complexion of the country musl react upon and re-
tard political progress; and for this reason we regard
the great gull between men and women in respect of ede-
cation as one of the most serious problems which has to
be faced in India.” ? .

Belore criticizing India too severely for her treatment
of her women, America musi take thought of the very
inflamed moat in her own eye, that little group of willful
men in our Senate who, with the eyes of the nation upon
them, persistently refuse to remove some of the disabil-

1% Indian Conshtutional Reforms,” 1918, p 131,
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ities which still hang over American women,  Those of

us who believe thal there can be 1o true democracy until
all the citizens of a country, irrespective of sex, share in
making its laws and clecting its represeniatives, waich
eagerly the frst slirrings of a woman's movement in
India. TFor we believe that Tndia cannot achieve her goal
until she has raised the stalus of her women.

The avomen of India constifute another and more nu-
merous depressed class. They are a potential element in
her sifent revoltion. There are ffty-three million Un-
touchables, There are three times as many illiterate, im-
prisotied women, cach one exerling upon the men of her
family a force of reaction, ignorance, and superstilion
until education and freedom shall reach her and set her
free,

That the women of India are not organized inio an ag-
gressive movement comparable o those in [Suropean and
other countries is quile immaiterial.  The fact that slaves
rarely have the courage and initiative to rise up and free
themselves does not at all allect the abstract right and
wrong of slavery, nor does it alier the injurious eflect
which slavery as a sysiem works upon a community.

Nat the least of the achievements of this war in defin-
ing democracy and centering the thought of the world
upon it, has heen the impetus it hag given to the progress
of women all over the world, A majority of Engligh-
women of voling age have already heen enlranchised.
Women in many of our states vote, and President Wilson
appeared hefore the Senate 1o urge the passage of a Na-
tional Sufliage Bill as an esseniial war measure, In
India, too, the achicvement of democracy and of fithess
for that greater measure of responsible government within
the empire to which she aspires, must be largely condi-
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tioned upon her capacily for rccognizing the undemo-
cratic and medieval conditions of her Lwo great depressed
classes, and by the tstatesmanship she shows in working

out their emancipation.



VI

EDUCATION AND DEMOCRACY

Sc1rool, 1o any one who has traveled in the Orient, sug-
pests a greal bare room, with dozens of little figures
squatting solemnly on the floor, swaying back and forth
to the rhythm of a sing-song drone as they memorize
page after page of the sayings of Confucius or Buddha
or Mohammed, or whoever the Lord of the land may be,

In India, the village school is sometimes stone, some~
times a tumble of mud wall and grass thailch, and some-
times it {s just the space under the shade of a big tree,
There are blackboards on the wall, or against ihe tree,
and when his back is turned, a quick rough caricature of
““ Teacher ” blossoms forth here just as magically as on
biackboards in the United States. The floor is strewn
with sand which the children use as a big slate, learning
to trace their letlers in it with little brown fingers. The
furniture consists of a chair for teacher, and sometimes
a few benches,

Ever since England took over the administralion of
India, a dispute has waged as to the merits of educating
Indian children in the English language versus the ver-
naculars, It involves more than language. Il has been
a tuestion of attempting to impose western philosophy
and habits of thought upon Oriental minds. | Aside from
the policy, there is the question as to whether it may be
done successfully, Archmologists find that the skull

shape of the Egyplian fellaheen is identical to the last
145
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millimeter in proportion and shape with the skull of his
munimy ancestor who lived and died 6000 years ago.

Sir James Brooke, the clever Iinglishman whom the
wildmen of Borneo accepted as their Rajah, said it was
his ambition (o malke his people good Malays, not yellow

‘nglishmen,  Whereas Macaulay, who was appointed
chairman of the Committee of Public Tnstruction in 1833,
supported and put through the policy that “ our efforts
ought to be directed to make the natives of this countlry
thoroughly good English scholars.”

Ram Mohan Roy, [ounder of the Brahimo Samaj, pro-
testing in 1823 against the eslablishment of a Sanskrit
college, argued that an English education would contrib-
ule to Oriental culture those complementary gqualities
which it lacks, The Indian is instinctively a philosopher
and a mystic. He needs the scienlific point of view and
the accurale training of the Occideni. Roy argued that
pupils in a Sanskrit Collége would stucdy the culture of
2000 years ago with the addition of “ vain and empty sub-
tleties since produced by ‘ipECtﬂﬂlh’E meit, such as is al-
ready taught in all paris of Inr.lm

The Macaulay Minute of 183¢ is gcnerally accepted as
the beglnnmg of Linglish cducation in India,  With its
sweepmg, and sometimes intolerant assertions, it put a
quietns on controversy and precipitated action.  “ I never
found one among them ™ (the Orjentalists) “ who could
deny that a single shelf of a goad Turopean library was
worth the whole native literature of India and Arabia,”
wrote Macaulay with intemperate vigor. But he ended
the long dispute as to whether the lakh of rupees appro-
priated by the British government should be spent in
printing Sanskrit hooks or in building up the foundation
of an English educational system.
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One month after the appearance of Macaulay’s Minule,
the Governor-(renieral issued a resolulion that “ the great
object of the Drilish Government ought to he the promo-
tion of European lilerature among the natives of India,
and that all the funds appropriated for the purpose of
education would be hest employed on English education
along,”

By. the end of ihe year, seven new educational institu-
tions had been started, and six more were under way,
By 1837 there were forty-cight institulions with an en
roliment of 5,190 pupils and an average monthly expern-
diture of over $8,000 (Rs. 25,430).

The year 1854 is the second important date in the his-
tory of education in Iudia. The dispatch of 1854 out-
lines a national system of educalion which in all essen-
tial details is still in force, and has nol yet in {act heen
completely carried out. This dispatch shows a broader
tolerance of the vernaculars, especially for leaching young
children in the lower grades; a policy which they have
only hegun o apply in the last few years. 1t wasin 1854
that the system of granis-in-aid hegan, wherehy Govern-
ment agreed to subsidize private schools hoth Indian and
missionary, which came up to a certain standard and ac-
cepled certain conditions, At this time thefe were ahout
12,000 students in government schools and nearly 50,000
1 missionary schools,

The Commission of 1882 marked a set-back for educa-
tion. It advanced a policy of transferring schools and
colleges from government to private ownership, and, in
order to encourage privale ventures, advised these institu-
tions to charge lower than government fees. The result
was a mushroom growth of small institulions with in-
competent and poorly paid teachers, unsanitary huildings,
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and crowded, unventilated classrooms. There way also
a division of government {eaching forces mio Liuropean
and Tnddian with discrunination against Indian teachers,
which lowered the morale of that force.

The annual crop of B.A's multiplied itself again and
again, but the standard of scholarship steadily lowered
till the degree made to have little value, and,its owner
was ill-fitted for any occupation, The Indian student’s
ambitions had been roused wuntil he was nol contented
with the humble clerkships which he could obtain, hut
his education had given him no competence 1o fill higher
positions, Education became a mere competition in
cramming ; the fellow with the best memory won, There
was 1o elfort to teach students (o think and reason, no
attempt to recognize and encourage originality as dis-
tinguished {rom parrot-like memorizing.

There have been two main channels of education in
India — the British Government and missions. Prac-
tically all writers on India agree thal missionaries have
been an incalculably important influence in the educa-
tional progress of the country. a

Prolessor Pratt, of Williams College, in his scholarly
“India and its Iaiths,” writes: “ One is uncertain
whether to admire most the missionary hospitals or the
missionary sthools and colleges, both of which have been
hrought to such a remarkable development,”

William Archer writes: * The influence of Christian-
ity is traceable in all the intellectual movements of madern
India, in every reform indeed which does not proceed
directly from the Government, and in many which do.
But this .merely means that Western enlightenment has

1% Tndia and Tis Fﬂith5+" P 425,
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come to the Iast in such close association with Chris-
tianity that il is unpﬂsaﬂﬂc Lo d:htmgumh between the one
influence and the other.”

The history of missionary influence in the education of
India begins with William Carey and the English Bap-
tists. The British Government was so opposed {o mis-
sionaries that Carey had {o slip into Incdia in 1703 as an
indigo planter.  EFle carried on his mission work as a side
isstie, © Seven years later, when Lord Wellesley founded
his college in Calcutta, Carcy was the only man available
to teach Sanskrit and Dengali. British officials were
obliged to wink at the fact that after spending his morn-
ing lecturing in the college he devoted his evenings to
preaching on the streel to the poor and outeaste,

For some years, owing Lo opposition of the Govern-
ment, Turther educational work by missionarics was lim-
ited to individual efforts, Tt was not until 1813, when
the charter of the Ttast India Company was renewed by
Parliament, thai missionaries received full freedom to
settle in India,~

The man who siands oul most conspicuously in the
early history of missions and education is Alexander
Duff, who opened a school for teaching Linglish in Cal-
cutta in 1830, Sir Valentine Chirol pays glowing tribule
'o Dull's importance in those carly days, Tle credits him
with “ at least as large a share of influence as Macrulay's
n determining the policy of Linglish edueation [or India,”
vith * inspiring the prohibition of suttee and other meas-
ares ”’; and with exerting decisive influence on Lord
Hardinge’s Educational Order of 1854, which threw a
arge number of posts in the public setvice open to Fng-
ish-speaking Indians without distinction of race or creed.

In regard 1o the status of mission work ai that time,
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Chirol writes: *The Christian missions were at that
time the dominant factor m Lwdian educational work,
In 1834, when there were only Lwelve thousand scholats
in all the Government schools, nission schools mustered
four times that number, and the rights they acquired un-
der the Orders of 1854 to participate in the new ¢ grants-
in-aid ' helped them (o relain the lead which in some re-
spects, though not as Lo numbers, they still maintain.”
Dr. Dull’s worl was closely paratleled in the schools
started by Dr. John Wilson in Bombay and John Ander-
son 1 Madias,

The Tadian Year Book of 1917, in a summary of mis-
sionary work, credits missions with exerting important
influence on the educational life of India to-day, * which
lends itsel{ only incompletely to any sort of tabulation,”
There were i 1912, 585,000 children 1 16,204 clemen-
tary schools comducted by missions, and mostly situated
i villages.  This represents one ninth of the total cle-
mentary schools throughout the empire. Missions also
had 283 middle and high schools with 287,000 pupils, and
38 colleges affiliated to universities with 10,488 male
and 120 female students,  The majority of children in
these schools are non-Christian,

Industrial and voeational education, has heen taken
up with especial interest in India because it exactly fits the
needs of the country,  All eriticism of British rule, arid
all complainis ol the status of the Indian, gradually circle
round, back to the ryot’s unimaginable poverty, This, on
final analysis results {rom the enormous preponderance
of agricultural laborers to the exclusion of all industry.

The curriculum of a board of education cannot be a
nercurial thing responding easily {o harometric changes.
But industrial education has found expression in the re-
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ports of the Director of Tducation. 1le writes: “ The
weaving instifule near Calculla is regarded as having
passed the experimental stage and shows promise ol (e-
velopment. The applications for admission Lo the higher
and artisan classes have increased, and numbers could be
doubled were accommodations availahle,” 1

He also records progress in the centers for mining in-
struction and in the arlisan classes.  Atlendance al the
Sydenham College of Commerce has inereased, hut the
principal complains that it is encumbered with youths
who have no aptitude for a business carecr and mistak-
enly suppose that they can gain a degree more casily than
at an arts college, or will somchow oblain easy employ-
ment. 1t sounds like the principal of an American coms
metcial high school in a moment of discouraged frank-
ness, Bul the new indusirial awakening will quicken
youthful ambition and application.

Forestry and veterinary education, engineering and sut-
veying schools, and agricullural colleges are also men-
tioned in the report., The Direclor reports a total of
13,570 students in technical and industrial schooels, * an
ullerly inadequate tolal when it is considered thatl there
are over 47,000 pupils in art and professional colleges,
and over a million pupils in secondary schools. Iew
facts about education in India are so important and sig-
nificant as the comparative paucity of those who are pre-
paring for a technical career.” A new survey class was
opened in Bihar and Orissa, designed for fifty pupils, but
only fouricen were admitled,

Mr. Montagu in his Joint Report, previously quoted,
refers this disproportion of {echnically trained students,
and 1o criticism of the British Government in having fos-

1 Annual Report, Tdueational Department, 1018-106,
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tered such a system. Ile writes: “The charge that
Government has produced a large intelligentsia which
cannot find employment has much substance in il Tt ig
one of the facls that lie at the rool of recent political dif-
ficultics, Bul it is only of late years and as part of the
remarkable awakening of national self-consciotsness, that
the complaint has heen heard that the system has {ailed
to tratn Indians for practical work in manufactures, com-
meree, and the application of science to industirial life,
The changing economic conditions of the country have
brought this lesson home, and in its acceptance lies much
of otir hope for the future,

“But it must be remembered that many of the par-
ticular classes which cagerly sought higher education de-
manded also that it should be of a literary character,
and were hereditarily averse {rom, if nol disdainful of,
anything that savored of manual toil; and also that when
the universities of India were founded, the idea of sci-
entific and technological instruction had not dawned upon
universities in England,” ?

Inn spite of the fact that 95 per cent, of the population
are engaged in agriculiure, or perbaps because of it, ag-
ricultural education is urgently nceded.  The primitive
make-shi(t farming tools which Adam devised shortly
after belng turned out of the Garden of Iiden are still
the stock-in-trade of the Indian {nrmer. Te plows with’
a crooked stick, and reaps with a scylthe of the Father
Time type. Women winnow the grain in sieves by hand.
The bullock has not yet heen displaced by the tractor,

There are at present five Government agricultural col-
leges and two schools with a total of 448 pupils. The
currictlum is being revised 1o meei the needs, the three-

L Repart on Indian Copsiitutional Reforms, 1918, p. 150,
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year course has been shortened to two years, and there is
an cllort to papularize the work,

The Indian Year Book, reviewing the work of the Ag-
ricultural Departiments, mentions the introduction of mod-
ern implements and machinery as one of their chief [unc-
tionts and remarks, ** In some provioees iron plasws are he-
coming very popular,” Idatrows, cultivalors, and clod
crushers have also heen introduced.

Mr. James MclCenna, Director of Agriculiure in
Burma, in a review of agricultural progress during the
last ten years, mentions the substantial work accomplished
in such imporlant crops as wheal, cotton, rice, sugar-cane
and tobacco, FHe estimates that the work of the De-
partment has alrcady produced an incrcase of at least
$11.000,000 a year in the value of Tadia's erops.

Public-spirited landholders have taken the initiative on
their own account in bringing new methods into India,
There are scores of young Indians in America to-day,
studying at our agriculiural colleges. A Bengalese, who
owns several thousand acres, sent his son {0 {the Univer-
sity of Illinois, where he made a special study of agricul-
ture. The son is now back at home managing an ex-
periment farm, where he iries oul improved methods and
tests new crops for their adaptability to Indian solil,
For the benefit of his peasant neighbors he has a farm
Tahoratory, with a small-scale county fair exhibit of fruits,
vegetables, and grains under varying condlitions.

At first peasanis are very skeplical about these new
fangled nolions, but their curiosity is piqued. They pot-
ter about evenings, and in their spare Lime, examining the
innovations with that slow, ambling scrutiny of the prim-
itive mind. A side hill plow or a thresher will hold their
attention for weeks, Resulls are too much for {hem.
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When before their cyes they see the quality of product
and the rate of speed and cconomy of the new methods,
they gradually surrender,

The Maharajah of Gwalior allows Samuel Tigginhot-
tom a budget of $25,000 a year for his work in that state,
and a government faim of 275 acres serves as an experi-
ment and demonstration station.  lligginbollom insists
on absolute democracy in his school, and young. nobles,
ouicastes, and landowners sit side by side. A wealthy Tn-
dian prince came bringing a retinue of servants and a pri-
vate sccretary to tale notes {or him, IHigginbotiom set
the prince to work carrying fodder to the silage cutter,

Saint Nilial Singh in an article on *“ Recent Educational
Progress in India ” * gives the most recent statistics avail-
able on the subject of education. He says that the Brit-
ish Government is now spending only 1404 cents per
head on the education of children in India; that {four in
every five villages lack educational facilities of any kind;
that 8o per cent, of the children of school age are receiv-
ing no instruction,

He asserts that the native states are much further ad-
vanced than the Dritish provinces, and gives figures to
prove ithe point, In Mysore, with a populalion of six
million, and an annual revenue of 9,500,000, the Maha-
rajah has granted an cducational budgel of $785,000 for
1010-17, There are 5,430 public institutions in the state,’
including six colleges for men and once for women,
There ate 214,397 pupils, of whom 20,371 are in the
secondary schools, and 934 in colleges, Using the Brit-
ish estimate ol 15 per cent. of the population to find the
number of school children, this would give nearly 24 per

» Contemporary Review, January, 1018,
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cent, of the children of this state in school as compared
with 18 per cent m the Britsh provinees,

Mr smgh relers with pride to the Indian-ruled prov-
imees of Cochin and Travancore in southern India, which
have the highest pereentage of Iiteracy in the country witly
rg per cent, ol their four million ivhabilants able to read
and wrile,

Two policies in colonial education stand out in sharp
contrast.  An admuusttation undertaking the education
of an illiterate nation may begin by educating a few of the
brightest pupils found m the easily accessible upper
classes, fitting them for posts of minor imporiance in a
scale gradually rising in dignity, and trusting that this
edacatinon  sprinkled over the top will gradually sift
though to the layers henealtl,

Or 1t may hegin at the bottom with as nearly universal
free compulsory education as the financial system will per-
mit, and with main emphasis on the extension of this ele-
nentary campaign, to wipe out illiteracy, before the finer
details of university training are added.

Universal, {ree, compulsory education is our American
ideal,  We have tried (o apply it in the Philippines, and
though in the sixteen years [rom the creation of Amer-
ican comimission government in the Islands uniil the
passage of the Jones Bill we had not heen able to work
it oul completely, we made good progress.

The British in India, while referring to this principle
from time fo time, have followed quite the opposite
method, Iimphasis has been placed on universities and
the winning of degrees. British practice in colonial ed-
ucation was fairly phrased by Lord Milner writing of
“Tingland in Egypt,” when he said, * Even now, a great
crowd of scholars is not the thing to aim at, but rather
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the thorough training of a limiled number. The Goy-
ernment is still far from being in a position to ofler a
decent edueation to the majority of the inhabitants, ., .
Bgypt has yel to create a native professional class.
When these urgent needs have heen supplied it will he
time enough to think of general public instruction,”

As opposed to this, American policy is fittingly summed
up in a sentence by Judge Charles BDurke Tlliott of the
Philippine Commission: ‘“ A country reflects its national
ideals in its methods of colonization, The American pol-
icy rests ont the principle that the solution of ecconomic
and political problems will be found in the general edu-
cation of the mass of people. An ignorant people will
always be an incapable, inefficient and an oppressed peo-
ple. The higher cducation of the select few will never
save @ democracy,” ?

. Results in the two countries offer an interesting com-
parison. In the sixteen years of our commission gov-
ernment in the Philippines, from 1900 to the passage of
the Jones Bill in 1916, 50 per ceut, of the children in the
Philippines had Dbeen pul to school, In India to-day,
after an administration of over a century, only 20 per
cent, of Indian children are in school®  There is but one
achool for every seven {owns and villages.

Tndia is of course a tremendously larger problem than
the Philippines, There are less than a million and a half-
children of school-going age in the Tslands, against some
forty-seven million in India. It is more than a difference
of poliey between the two countries, however; it is a dif-
ference of philosophy.

L Alfred Milner, *England In Egypt" p. 373

2% The Philippines to the end of Commission Government,” p, 219,
3 Government Report on Education, 1915~16.
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Lven to-day, thoughiful Brilishers question the ¢x-
pediency ol general clementary eduecation, and they pro-
test. vehenently agarast making 0 free. 1 a chald’s
parents are not sulliciently interested in his educalion Lo
pay [or it, the answer 1y, don't educate lim,

Lord Lllenborough Viceroy of India in 1842, phrased
the extreme conservative atiilude in the matter when he
said that he reparded “the political ruin of Lngland as
an inevitable consequence of the education of the 1 Lindw,”
Eighteen forty-lwo is a long time ago. But plenty of
preseni-cay reactionaries are still living in that era,

Compulsory and universal elementary education is the
question of the hour in [ndia to-day., Progressive
Indians have grasped its imporiance, and are arguing it
pro and con. As far hack as 1913, the lale Mr, Gokhale
introduced a resolution hefore the Viceroy's council for
establishing free and compulsory education by local
bodies. Government opposed i, and it was sugpested
that the malter be taken up by local provincial councils,
That shelved the matier temporarily, bui it has recently
been revived by the Bombay Legislative Council who have
passed an Act making education compulsory for boys
and girls from six to eleven years of age. This act
has heen modified by the Government to permit any mu-
nicipality lo make primary education free, but not com-
pulsory, provided it will meet one-half the expense, Goy-
ernment Lo meetl the other half,

In the main, audible Indian opinion endorses the ex-
tension of compulsory elementary education, Nearly all
cohferences and conventions pass resolutions in its favor,
and even outcastes talk about it at their meetings, There
is Indian opposition to deal with, however; the selfish op-
position of vested economic, social, and religious interests,
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A petition lately presented to the governmen{ ol Behar
and Orissa, protesting against a primary education bill
introduced in the last session of their legislative council,
is signed by 11,000 persons, including the Maharajah of
Durbinnga, one of the wealthiest landholders in India, the
Maharajah of ITutwa and other powerful landjords,
They proiest {irst on the ground that it would interfere
with the employment of children for agricultural lahor,
‘“thus seriously affecting the economic condition of the
people,”  Of course they do not add that wages to adults
for the work the cluldrent are now doing would have Lo
come oul of their own pockets, a fact which is the ohvious
cause of the huge petition,

Caste and purdah are also obstacles, They arpue that
it would be impracticable to provide separate schools for
the untouchables m cvery area, and that il would be
* repugnant to the social customs and religious scruples of
the people” 1o permit their children to attend a mixed
school.  1n strict purdah homes, little girls are not al-
lowed to go out of their houses after they are seven years
old; ' they cannot therefore attend purdah schools, even
if established in the same village in which they reside,
Further, it will be quite impossible to arrange for the com-
pulsory education ol such girls al home,”  Tn conclusion,
they fall back upon the good old principle of democracy,
and protest against compulsion with transparent insincer-
ity.  “ Neithet landlords nov tenants like the idea of
compulsion in education, not because they do not appre-
ciate the advantages of education, hut hecause in the con-
servative conditions of Behar, universal compulsion
wotld be resented hy the people, and regarded as an in-
terference with their social and religious life.”

Casle is a tremendous obstacle 1o advance. In south-
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ern India where Tecling ruas highesl, separale schools
have sometinies been provided, but this {5 nol encouraged,
Youth itself is often reactiomary. ‘Lhe young men of
()"\‘pon College last year managed to have their dining
1all partitioned off o that the castes would not have to
cat together, and this is in a college founded by Surendsra~
nath Banerjea, a leading Iondian reformer, Lwice pres-
ident, of the National Congress!  Similar incidents occur
constantly,

A defense of caste recently published in the Pall Mall
Gazette called forth an apt quotation of Huxley's state-
ment of cducational ideals which is most applicable to
India, Ifarendranath Maitra wrote praising caste as
compared with the class distinctions of the West, * based
on money and power instead.of on learning, discipline,
and spiritual wisdom. By caste Tndia solved the prob-
lem of the mingling of various races which the West
solved Dby extermination or slavery.” [n reply, a “ Mod-
erate Indian ”’ objected that learning, discipline, and spir-
itnal wisdom are not open to all India — that 1f a Sudra
recites Vedas his tongue is to be cul oul. Ile added,
“that is quite dillerent from the principle that s upheld
in the materialistic west where, according to Professor
Huxley, ‘our business is to provide a ladder reaching
from the gutter to the university, along which every c¢hild

"in the three kingdoms should have the chance of climbing
as far as he is fit to go.'”

In spite of all handicaps of caste and prejuclice, the na-
tive states where initiative must come [rom Indians them-
selves, make a favorable showing on the question of coms
pulsory education, The Gaekwar of Baroda - stock
example of Indian progress — was a pioneer in the mat-
ter. In 1905 he passed an acl extending [ree compul-
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sory clucation to all parts of hiy state, excepting certain
very hackward {racts. In 1910 he gave his cducational
departient ovders to open primary schools wherever it
was possible to gather together fiftcen children.

In Mysore, another native state, clemeniary ecucation
has been made compulsory in nearly 100 centers, and is
being steadily oxtended, inadequacy ol accommodations
being the only obstacte. The Begum ol Bhopal (a
woman ruler) made the following statemeni early in
19f7: “ No couniry or communily can aspire to a re-
spectable place in the scheme of things unless education
{ilters downt to the masses. 1 have therefore resolved to
introduce free and compulsory cducation in the State at
as early a date as possible’” The native princes of
Bahore and Indore are also introducing compulsory ele-
mentary educalion.

‘The most recent statement of the British Government's
position is 1o be found in the education sections of the
Joint Report on Constitutional Reforms by the Secretary
of State and the Viceroy, This is nol only the most im-
portant and authoritative utterance on education, but it is
probably the most general official report ever made on the
stubject. The authors admit criticism of British policy
with disarming [ranknesy, and undertake to angwer i,

" Government is charged with negleet, because alier 60
years of educational cffort, only 6 per cent. of the pop-
ulation is literale, while under 4 per cent. of the total pop-
ulation is undergoing instruction. 1 is charged, on the
other hand, with having fostered education on wrong
lines, and having given to those classes which welcomed
instruction a system which is divorced {rom their needs,
in being too purely literary, in admitting methods of un-
intelligent memorizing, and of cramming, and in ptro-
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ducing, far in excess of the aclual demands of Indian
conditions, a hody of educated young men whose (ratning
has prepared them only for government service or the
practice of the law,

“Ii is somelimes forgolten that the system of Jinglish
education was nol foreed upon Tundia by the Government,
but established in response Lo a real and insistent de-
mand, though a demand that proceeded from a limited
class. Some of the most difficull factors of the present
sitwation would have heen avoided if in good time steps
had been taken to prevenl the wide divorce which has oc-
curred between the educated minority and the illiterate
majotity.

“The main defecl of the system 18 probably the want
of codrdination between primary and higher cducation
. » . while the improvement of primary and middle
schools is the firsl step to he taken, very much remains
to he done in reorganizing the secondary {eachers and in-
suring for the schoolmaster a career that will satisly an
intelligent man,” 1

It is significant that nowhere does this report commit
ftself specifically in regard {o extension of primary edu-
dation, merely saying that the main defect of the system
is its lack of codrdination with higher education, and that
it should be improved and developed,

" The general quinquennium repott on educalion in the
United Provinces for 1918 puts an emphasis on the ex-
tension of primary education which suggests that the
Frovincial Government has quielly determined on action

rather than words. The report begins:
“In this cquinquermium, atiention was directed chiefly

1 Report of Indian Constitutional Reforms, po 140,
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to primary education, The whole system of primary
education has heen revised with the objeel of making the
full primary course the ain ol all children who undergo
primary ecucation at all.  livery district in the province
has beent divided up exhaustively into a number of pri-
mary circles, cach ol which is ultimately to conlain a
school meetimg the full primary course,”

British opinion has not in the past been receptive o the
theory of educaling “the masses,” Vastly more pro-
gressive minds than Lord Ellenborough’s have questioned
the policy of turning education loose upon an illiterate
people,  Anglo~Indians are wont 1o explain away all In-
dian unrest as the resull of unassimilated education on
a younger generation, William Archer writes:

“ Stirely not without reason have I called it a sublime
inconsistency which in one breath complains of the results
of education already given, and proposes io extend it to
the scores of millions as yet untouched by it. . . . Il is
nothing short of madness. If a little knowledge of Fng-
lish has begotten the agilalor and the anarchist, i$ it not
clear that a widespread ability to read the vernacular Jan-
guages will cnormously increase the inlluence of the mak-
ers ol political mischicf{? " *

Even H. R, James, author of an enlightening and lib-
eral book * Iiducation and Siatesmanship in India,” and
himsel[ principal of the Presidency College, Calcuita,
questions the desirability of universal education: ** The
success of the great expansion of higher education since
18¢7 . . . is not in all agpects so clear and undoubted
that we can go on lightheartedly to take in hand a prob-
lem of far vaster magnitude and potentialities. Some of

14 Tndia and the Future,” p, 264
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the results of higher education have been unanticipated,
and have laken its well wishers hy surprise. We did nol
know whal the cconomic resulls of higher cducalion
would be; we did not know what the political results
would Be. Are we sure we can gauge all the cotse-
quences of universal mass education and that, if we could,
we should welcome them all ¢ !

These writers scem to forgel the adage, “A little
knowledge is a dangerous thing,” I education has really
augmented discontent and rebellion in India, it may be
mote logical {o find the cause in the superficialily of the
education given rather than in quarreling with the in-
tegrily of education itself,

War-time IEngland created a different temper, Fer-
bert Ifisher's education hill, introduced in the Tlouse of
Commons in Augusi, 1917, provided, among other things,
{for universal, compulsory cducation {rom the completion
of the elementary school course to the age of eighicen!
This is going the republican United States onc beiter, for
even hete we only make school compulsory up to fourteen
years.

What the DBritisher has been wont to call education
above a man’s stalion in life is something perilously akin
to what the American considers one of the fundamental
privileges of democracy, Our old declaration that all
aen are created equal has been by pretly general consent
interprefed to read, all men ought to have an equal start
and opportunity.  And in the United States, though the
war has revealed to us the disheartening fact that we still

have five million illiterates in this country ~— four million
of whom are native-born — it 1s our ideal not to let the

1 % Tdueation and Statesmanship in India,” p. 08,
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accident of birth make any more difference than can be
helped in the running start we give a boy or girl,

This does not at all mean educaling a person above
any position in life. It does mean giving a new dignity
to lahor and equipping each one to take an intelligent in-
teresi in his work, As Samuel Gompers, arguing {or a
liberal rather than a purely vocational education {or chil-
dren of the working class, said: ' The girl whose job
is to work day after day at one power machine necils the
fortifying influence of this previous training lo save
her soul from becoming dwarfed and stuntied and in-
growing as a result of that specialized kind of work.”

The revolution of all standards set in motion by
the war, has brought this matter of compulsory clemen-
tary education to world-wide atlention. The Commis-
sioner of Hducation {or the United States in his annual
reporl wrote:

“ A world-wide movement to perfect the whole scheme
of public education is resulting from the war. The fact
that this movement is heing carried forward even while
the nations are engaged in the exhausting conflict shows
the changed counceptlion of the social worth of education,
The time 15 past when education could be considered a na-
tional luxury; it is now regavded as a primary necessily
of national life, and the most striking illustrations of this
new conception are ollered by the events that have taken
place during the war,

" France and Iingland are engaged in a simulianeous
reorganization of their respective systems of public edu~
cation, and the continuation school projects now pending
in the parliament at Paris and London are cssentially
identical. They both introduce universal compulsory
continuation schooling of gen&ra:l and vocational charac-



Instead of staying home behind closed doors the new woman rides
forth by her husband's side o1 the snoiting molor cycle

While the modern school trains the mind and wakes the soul, it
also cdevelops the physique
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ter.  The English bill provides in addition, for an exten-
sion and perfection ol elemenlary schiool compulsion,™ !

Iis children are the paramount inlerest of any nation.
They are its principal resource, Iy the time a generation
is old enough to think very cansciously about itself, 1t is
practically past help,  “ Shades of the prison house ” are
already closing in, Tt may well concentrate its efforts
upon these who are to follow,

India stands in pressing need of many social, economic,
and religious reforms. But the most hopeful and con-
structive task hefore her lies in giving the babies of to-
day a fair start, and as ncarly as this life will permit -— an
equal starl,  They are to come 1o manhood and woman-
hood in a new world, a world cleansed and purified by the
areal winds of democracy and freedom, at the cost of gi-
gantic sacrifice. [t would seem a small thing in com-
parison with the Dhillions which have been so unhesitat-
ingly poured out for destruction and delense, to draw
up a program of universal elemeniary education for all
those countries which have shared the burdens of ridding
the world of the great powers of auloeracy and barbarism,

In this at least, all India mcets on a common plane,
Qutcastes, womett, Brahmans, all — their hope of prog-
ress and achicvement is conditioned upon that privilege
which should be an inalienable luuman right — the great
pift of education.

1 Report Commissioner Lducation, 1917, vol. 1, p. 71,
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MOVING TOWARD IIOMIE RULE

Ir was President Wilson who chrisiened the war fot
democracy. ILagerly the nations of the Old World ook
up the term, and when Russian autocracy collapsed, giv-
ing the Allies more consisient title to the phrase, 1t be-
came in Lruth a ranging of the democratic powers of the
world against the greatl surviving tyranny,

Tiven before the war, a movement toward more repre-
senfative governmment was under way throughout the
Oriert. It is significant that in 1905, the year memor-
able for Japan's vietary over Russia, China appointed a
commission to study governments in other cotutries, and
a few years later threw outl her ancient dynasty in {avaor
of a republican form of governmeni, About the sane
time the Young Turks deposed their sultan and scized
the government, and a little later the Shah of Persia was
overthrown. The King of Siam has as his confidential
adviser — an American,  Even Japan, in spite of her an-
tocratic reputation, is represented by higher and lower
houses and, much as in Ingland, her minisiry practi-
cally depends on majority support.  Premier Hara is a
scli-made man, having begun life as a newspaper re-
porier,

America’s experience willh the Philippines has been
closely watched throughout the Orient, and it has come

to wield an important influence, For American colonjal
166
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h ] Y ¥ ¥ ¥
policy as worked out in the Uhilippine archipelago is a

new thing under the Oriental sune [0 was just sixteen
years from the end of martial law in the Islands to the
pagsage of the Jones Bill.  1n those sixteen years, Ameris
can Commission Government paved the way for the
Jones Bill, which gives to the Ifilipinos popuiar election
of bath their upper and lower houses, except for half a
dozen Senalors represenling a small grovp of uncivilized
and remole jslands, whose inhabitants are still practically
savages,

The Governor-General and Justices of the Supreme
Courl are still appoinfed by the President, But the
Filipino legislature has power to carry a measure over the
Governor's veto by a lwo-thirds majority, when it must
be referred to the President for fnal action. The Ififi-
pino legislalure also has advisory power in appointments
made by the Governor-General, and has direct control of
all departinents except that of Public Instruction, which
includes the Bureaus of Tducation and IHealth,

Retention of schools in the hands of the American Gov-
rrnor-Greneral is significanl.  The United States feelse
hat the consistent development of her educational policy
s so vital to the progress of the Islands, that in that re-
ipect she 1s nol willing o allow even a chance of tamper-
ng with the present system,

[Ter educational policy is the sceret of the United
states’ rapid achievement in the Philippines. Education
1as been a primary consideration, and education that he-
ran, ot al the top lo train a simall office holding oligarchy,
wt onte that began at the botiom and worked up,

The process of adjustment 1o war problems brought it
wme to our Allies, more especially to Great Britain, that
his title of hghting for democracy involved hroad respon-
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sibilitics, not only in guarantecing self-determination to
smajl nations, but in extending democracy within her own
impire.

It was, perhaps, prevision of all this which speeded up
consideration of constitutional reform in India by the
British Governmeni. "The last relorms were the famous
Morley-Minto measures of 1909, These were the first
important changes in the Tndian Constitution singe 1858,
the year [ollowing the Indian Mutiny, when the Crown
took over the government of India from the asl India
Company with its “ Act {or the Beller Government of
India,"

Lord Morley includes in his ¢ Recollections ” many of
the lefters which he as Secretary of Stale for India, the
final authority, under the King on the administration of
Indian affairs in London, wrole to the Viceroy, lord
Minto, Governor-General in India, These letters cover-
Ing the years [rom 1905 to 1910 follow the course of his
reforms from the first nebulous suggestion of their timeli-
ness to the final trinmphant announcement that they were
safely through both Houses. In spite of the liberal repu-
tation which Lord Morley earned for his administration
of Irish alfairs, he is associated with sternly repressive
measires in India — deportations without trial, and a
sttingent muflling of the press during those years of vio-
lent reaction which followed T.ord Curzon's végime, FHis
letters, beside giving a fascinating inside ghimpse of the
wheels going round in very high places —as high as
Windsor Castle, with familiar references to “ H, M.”
(King Edward) —also give a new sense of humanity
and fresh enthusiasms to our nolion of statesmanship.

For, however charming and delight{ul he may be per-
gsanallv. the tllustrious stafesman ts alimast atire ta nretent
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to the public the official austerity of a cold cog in a burcat
~ratic machine.

Vividly Lord Morley describes the Scylla and Charyb-
dis which awails cvery proposal of reform—a louchy
“horde of old Anglo~-Indians who pounce down willy
alarmist letlers " on one side, and, on the other, all the
sibtle shades of Indian special interest, the Mohammedan
and the Ilindu, high caste and low caste, jealousies be-
tween provinces and native states,  And over all, the su-
preme task of suiting both the aristocratic House of Lords
and the democralic Ilouse of Commons with the same
measute.

“Nobody,” Lord Motrley writes Lo the Viceroy, com-
menting on the third reading of the bill, ¥ nobody couid
possibly have produced a scheme that was open to no ob-
jections and criticisms, and that would please everybody.
If we had salisfied the Lords at every turn, we should
certainly have heen laying up trouble for ourselves in the
Commons, You will laugh at me as a horrible double-
faced Janus for having in one FHouse to show how mod-
erale we are, now in the other to pose as the most ultra-
reformers that ever were.  Such are whal we call lactical
exigencies,’’

Between the lines, one catches a winning picture of
Lotd Morley splendidly absorbed in * putting across™
his ideas; sounding Lord Minto as to how far he will go,
preparing public opinion, cajoling it, not daring to risk
antagonizing it by rmning too far abead, And yet for
all his liberal record in Ireland, and his more liberal vi-
sion than his Indian office predecessors, Lord Morley un-
consciously demonstrated the huge difficulties of his situa-

19 Lard Morley's Recollections,” p. 301,
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tion by rather inconsistently dictating a policy of cen-
tralizing the final control of Indmn allairs in his own
Secretary of State's office in London.  The tendeney to-
day 1s to male Incdia more mdependent of London, put-
ting the Secrelary of State’s salary on the hone estimale,
and {nereasing local Indian vesponsibilities from the top
down,

Most of the difficulties which conlronted Iord Morley
in 19og face Mr. Monlagu, the presenl Secrelary of
State, in his contemplaied reforni That nevvous per-
sonage (naturally nervous), the Anglo-Indian,” to quote
Lord Morley, is still nervous, but Lord Morley broke {he
ice and proved that liberalizing the constitution was not
suicidal,  Conservalive opimon, hoth in Ingland and in
India, cannot be quite as pessimistic over furiher reforms,
instinctive as their antagonism may be,

The difficulties which confront Mr. Montagu are not
all of Anglo-Indian origin, however, The greatest diffi-
culties ave 10 Indig hersell. Tor India has her Ulster
versus South of Treland problem on a far more widely
diffused and complicaled scale.

India is split and s(ratified by numerous conllicting ele-
ments., Nalionalists object to the statement that India
lacks unity. The Indian press has an apt name for 1t —
the fissiparous tendencies of Indian life. The important.
split politically, which corresponds most nearly (o the
Ulster situalion, is the colony of sixty million Mohamme-
clans, constiluting a unit quite independent of the I'lindus,
The Hindu community itself is by no means a unit, It is
crisscrossed by innumerable stratifications and divisions,
like a piece of crackle china,

India rivals the Tower of Babel {for diversity of lan-
guages. Ixcluding dialects and patois, there are, ac-

ol
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cording (o Professor Pratl of Williams College, eighty-
seven vernaculars so distinel that they may he classified
as separate languages. The Tincyclopedia Britannica
gives o lst of one hundred and {orty-seven veinaculars,
As the Government has required Tnglish in the schools
and made il the official language, it is the one conunon
medium of expression, and when Indians mecl in congress
or conference they usually speak Jinglish rather than at-
templ’ Lo interprel the various vernaculars,

Caste lines divide the orthodox Hindu community into
innumerable exclusive segments. India’s variety of re-
ligions causes another divergence of interest. India has
heen called the Mother of Religions. In spite of intolet-
ance belween casles, the Iindu shows a philosophical
tolerance of alien philosophies which has made India
friendly ground f{or harhoring {foreign sysiems of
thought., Two of the most importani creeds in hisiory
were created in India, and from there have spread out all
over the world — Ilinduism and Buddhism, {ogeiher
numbering some three hundred and fifly million {ollow-
ers, or about one quarter of the population of the world.
Jainism is also an indigenous religion. In addition there
are in India several millions each of Mohammedans,
Christiaus, Sikhs and Animists, and smaller communities
of Jews and DParsis.

* Mohaminedans living in India were conironted by a
uniquely difficult position at the beginning of the war,
Never hefore in all history had a Muslim fought against
his own people. Germany having Turkey on her side,
counted on causing DEngland greal embarrassment
through a Holy War propaganda, Ifrom the heginning,
Indian Mohammedans did not waver in their allegrance
to the Crown. TIn fact, owing to inlernal politics, the
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Beitish can wsually rely upon Muslim loyalty more im-
plicitly than Hindu.  For Mohanmmedans buing the mi-
notity body, fear the resulls of inercasing home rule
in India, and assumption of greater power by the
Uindus.

The actual degree of antagonism between these two
groups is a debaled question. Nationalists deny ils im-
poriance, and claim that trivial friction has been magni-
fied, in arder to foment discord, and prevent their putiing
up a united front for home rule. The Hon. J. Ramsay
MacDonald, ALT,, in his “ Awakening of India,” men-
tions the “ suspicion that sinister influences have been at
work, that the Mohammedan leaders were inspired by
certain Anglo officials, and that these officials pulied wires
al Simla and in London, and of malice aforethought
sowed discord between the Tlindu and Mohammedan
communities by showing the Mohammedan special {a-
vor,”

As demonstrating the harmony really existing, Nation-
alists point 1o the election in 1916 of a prominent Mohaint-
medan as I'resident of the Hindu National Congress, and
to recent joint meetings of this Congress and the All-
Tudia Moslem League. Al a luncheon piven by the Mos-
lemt League in London to the Indian represeniatives of
the Imperial War Council, which included both indus
and Mohammedans, Sir S, 1. Sinha (now Lord Sinha) -
gave special emphasis in his speech to the solidarity of
the two. lle said that the luncheon itsell was a testi-
mony to the practical solidarity of Hindus and Moham-
medans in political matters, and he added that it was a
commonplace of Indian politics that India could have no

LY Awakening of India,” p. 283
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fulure as a nalion unless the two greal communities
anited in whole-hearted codperation,

The history of Tndia does not record much unily of
conirol in her past.  Back in the year one, when our an-
cestors were savages roaming through the forests of Ru-
rope, Indin had a matured civilization, with wealthy cities,
monastic orders and flourishing institutions,  Two thou-
sand years 8. ¢. Indian astronomers made {airly correct
calerlations of the solar year, her mathematicians had
devised a system of notation including both fractigns and
algebra, she had a system of medicine, with hospitals and
dissecting rooms. ITer greal epic, the Mahabharata,
comes down [rom the year 1200 8. ¢. By 300 B, ¢. there
was a well-authenticated philosophical system, and an art
of music with its seven notes. A Sanskrit grammar had
been compiled in B. ¢, 3501  But even then, and through
all the gory, succession of ittvasions, conquests and rehel-
lions since India has been the fAghting ground of rival
chieftains and hordes of invaders., India’s Nationalists
fove Lo hark back to her Golden Age, and she has achieved
heights of splenclicl grandeur. But she has known little
unily as a natien,

Perhaps the most consistently important associations of
India’s past are grouped around her capital city, Delhi.
It was the very heart of her ancient grandeur, and atround
it center for the patriotic Indian a wealth of associations
and a pride of pomp, such as we with our puny little his-
tory reaching back less than {wo centuries can scarcely
imagine, Il was a most strategic move when the King-
imperor, at the time of his coronation transferred the
capital back to Delhi, All India responded with a thrill

1 Price Collier, * The West in the East,” p, 136,



174 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

of pleasure and pride. I was o tribite to her past, g
recoguition by the Butish Raj of her ancienl splendor
wihien the Chadat Chaule (Silver Street) was famous as
the richest stieet in the world, and the glittering Teacock
Throne inlaid wih diamonds and rubies and precious
stones to the value of thirty million dollars, was a by-
word (o the very wlges of the civilized world, 1n that
Golden Age of the 'ast, Dethi was the capital of a suc.
cession of kingdoms, and her broad strects ran rivers
of blood as cach monarch in his turn went down before
a new invader,

Calcutia has always been an essentially British capital,
imposed upon India as a maliter of British convenience.
The province of Bengal stietches too far to the east fo be
either in position ot in spirit an integral part of India.
Moving the capital back to Delhi in the heart of India
was a gracious concession, and a clever means of appro-
priating the prestige and sentiment clinging round an
illustrious and revered name,

India's present administration is itself crossed by fis-
sures, for not all of India is under direci British rule,
In this land which equals aboul half the territory of the
United States, but has three times our poptlation, there
ave still some 700 native states, under the nominal anthor-
ity of native Nabobs, Rajas and Begums. An English
official called the Resident, who acls as advisor to the rul-
ing DPringe, keeps each stale in close touch with the Tm-
perial Government, There they are, however, these na-
tive slales, covering over a third of the area of India
and with a population of seventy million, They consti-
tute, at least potentially, a very separate element in the
life of India, though their large number, and the cdegree
of power concentrated in the hands of the Resident, makes
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the danger of their ever uniting in any political plot neg-
ligihle,

Sydney Brooks sums up these fissiparous tendencies in
sweeping terms, and with no qualifications, Ile says
that there is no such thing as an Indian nation, an Indian
people, or an Indian consciousness of unily and solidarity;
“among 1t8 300,000,000 ate races as antagonisiic to ohe
another as the Pole and the Prussian, or the mongoose
aind the snake. The [orty-three distinct nationalities ot
races, the nine main religions and the one hundred and
cighty-(ive languages and dialects are only a hint of the
encdless mosaical complexities of India’s structure, All
these lines of division are themselves divided and sub-
divided again by the 2500 castes and their offshoots,” *

Not all authorities agree with Mr, Brooks, William
Archer in his very interesting “ India and the Future”
names one of his chapters “ The Unity of India,” and
argues that her * chief misfortune may be found to have
lain in the very fact of her indisputable unity, coupled
with her huge and unwieldy size. Every polentate, na-
tive or foreign, who achieved a certain nleasure of
sttength within her borders, was irresistibly tempied to
extend his sway over the whole area.” Ile comgpares
India with Italy, geographically similar in its peninsular
isolation, but which a hall century ago was considered a
hopeless hotch-polch of invading races, *. . . that the
Neapolitan could not understand the Venetian, the Cala-
brian, the Piedmontese, and that local jealousies would
always frusirate the purely f{actilious aspiralion toward
unity. I[tvents have shown that geographical unity
means much more than the theorists were willing to al-
low.”

1 North Awmerican Review, April, 1016
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Vincent Sinith, whose “ Larly Ilistory of India” is a
staticdard work, writes:  “ ludia, encireled as she is by
seas and mountaing, is indisputably a geographical unig,
and as such, is rightly designated by one name,  Ier
type of civilization, too, has many features which differ-
entiate i from that of all other regions ol the world,
while they are commion {o the whole country in a degree
sulficient Lo justily its treatment as a unit in the history
of the social, religious, aud intellectual development of
mankind,” !

Geographically and naturally, India is undoubtedly a
unil.  But when it comes to the three chiel forms of hu-
man relationship — religion, sociely and government —
India is fundamentally divided. Therte is no reason for
supposing that India cannot develop unity in the [uture,
In [act, this is just what the war has done for her. It
has shocked her into a consciousness of her division, and
on this new realization she can build a firm and perma-
nent structure of national development.

In the United States of America we should be able
to imagine more sympathetically than anywhere ¢clse in the
world the difficulties with which India and Mr., Montagu
are conlronted. I'or we know something of the difG-
cully of federalizing our girip of North America, Al
{though we are a melting pot to-day, we had no such divi-
sions of race, languape, and cusioms in our colonial days,
and yel we had to come through the bloody struggle of the
Civil War to achieve the unity of our United States, We
are still struggling with rivalry belween state’s rights
and Federal contirol every time a question of natlional
importance ariges, such ag chitd labor, woman sufltage, or
prohibition,

19 Early ITistory of India;" P 5
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The situation in India 18 further complicaled by one
of the highest illiteracy rates in the world, This is used
as a principal argument against giving Tudia further re-
sponsibility in her government. To appreciate the in-
tellectual status of India, one musi consider motre than
actual statistics. Practically every one — excepl the out-
casies — knows and can repeal long extracls from the
Vedas, They learn them [rom the sannyasi, the Tlindu
monk, who, clad in a saffron robe, and a rosary, and
carrying a brass hegging bowl, wanders over the coun-
try, reciling cndlessly in a low sing-song the wisdom of
the Vedas, and receiving in return scraps of food, a
few grains of wheat or rice, and perhaps a copper coin,
all thrown indiscriminately into his howl. DBesides
the real sannyasi, there are a horde of sadhus, self-
styled holy miett who put on a yellow robe because they
are too lazy and good for nothing {o work. The census
of 1901 numbered these wandering singers of the Vedas
at 5,200,000, a terrific burden of able-hodied men for the
:ommon people of India to feed and support. But at
least they offer plenty of opportunily to leatn the Scrip-
[Lre.

The Indian Nationalist argues that exiension of re-
sponsibility in government will stimulate the community
wmel raise all standards., Fis critic argues that what-
wver the defecls of the system, if the Indian had wanied
lo read and write badly enough, he would have found
v way, and that until he appreciates literacy he is not
apable of taking any greater part in the administration
>f his own affairs.

A dramatic contrast to the great body of 300,000,000
lliterates is the litlle group of Indian university grad-
aates [or whom there are never enough jobs, Because

4



178 INDIA'S SILENT REVOLUTION

there are few cilies, meager native industries, and a con-
sicderable number of Linglishmen in the government posi-
Lions, there are nol many opportunities left for ambitious,
educaled young Indians. It is increasingly the proper
thing {or progressive families (0 send their sons Lo col-
lege, Many of these families arce poor, and make the
most exireme sacrifices Lo pul their boys through, So
much is a university degree prized that unsuccessful
students frequently append to the semi-prof{cssional shin-
gle outside their door the title, “ Iailed B.A.,”" as though
evenl the attempt at a degree gave prestige,

The results of this smattering of education form one
of the stock jokes in India, The babu or clerk especially
oves to string t{ogether long words and unfamiliar
phrases. One of them is quoted as describing the hut-
ried flight of a {riend "from impending danger as having
“bDecome sanwve qui peut on the spur of the moment.”
The ucket agent in a railroad station near Bombay, tele-
graphing to traffic headcquariers afler a wreck, wrote:
“Much wreckage, Tireman ejecied outwards, No lives
lost, thank God, excepl conductor’s left eye.”

The classic explanation ol Indian unrest is to point out
this group of disgruntled youths who, chafing over their
failure to win civil service positions, have turned agilator.
The “ TFailed B.A" may provoke a langh, but there is
more pathos than humor about him.  Critics of the Gov-
ernment suggest that it would be the part of statesman-
ship, having created the system which {urns out these
B.A/s failed and passed, to organize uses for them, aspe-
cially if there is anything in the opinion that it is from
these out-of-jobs young men that the discontent and un-
test of India is recruited,

We have then in hasty outline, the high lights of the
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complexities which confronted Mr, Montagu as he bhegan
his undertaking to [rame consiitnlional reforms in the
attumn of 1917, All this network of cross purposes,
these divisions of language, religion, race, and casie pro-
vided a confusing medley against which to work.

The most construclive nole coming out of India is the
new spirit of nationalism, which has grown al a tremens-
dous rale in the last decade, largely created by the very
influences and culture which the British themselves have
introduced. When the British Raj decreed that all edu-
calion should be in the English language, it opened the
covers of a literature {ull of aspiration toward democracy,
and a history of the achievement of representative gov-
ernment by nations all over the world. The young In-
dian has responded promptly,

/ Lisls of popular-priced books advertised in current, In-

dian magazines show whatl is happening, There are
occasional thrillers, “ The Virgin's Kiss; or, the Bronze
Statue,” printed in “ big type”; but the majority ate of
a solider sort: Darwin’s “ Origin of Species,” Burke’s
“ Impeachment of Warren Hastings,” Tenry George's
“Progress and Poveriy ” and John Stuart Mill's “ Po-
litical TEconomy.”

It is only in the last few years that newsstands have
méde their appearance at all the important railroad sta-
tions of India, DBefore that, there was not cnough of a
reacding public to support them. One of the hest-sellers
of the Indian traveling public is a popular five-cent edi-
tion of Dhiographies of all the prominent Indian political
leaders, as well as of the greal patriols of other lands,
especially those who have led rebellion against oppres-
sion, as Mazzini, Kossuth, and Garibaldi,

The Morley-Minto reforms of 1900 created a precedent
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{for a speedy demand {or more reforms. The British
themselves realize quite well that much of the spiril of
unrest in India has been fostered by just the degree of
demotracy and scll-realization which they have so far
permitied,  And the liberal-minded Englishman philo-
sophically realizes thal this is inevilable,  But the bhurcau-
crut sighs and declaims violently for shuiting ol all rep-
resentalive government, all privileges, even education it-
self, and reducing India to an abject submission, where
everything shall be very clficiently and expeditiously ad-
ministered for India's benefit by an uninterfered-with
white man’s machine,

The fact that the Nationalist movement owes as mtich
as 1t does to British liberalism does not, however, par-
ticularly simplify the sitvation for liberals to-day, sand-
wiched as they are between an Oliver Thwist-like India
and a rather slugpish British public opinion, which is in
the main indifferent; the small informed and interested
clement being chicfly Anglo-Indians, who are opposed to
change,

The history of the Nationalist movement in India goes
hack to the organizalion of the National Congress in
1885, It was statted under the auspices of a Mr, [lume,
an ex-Secrelary of the Government of India, who was in
the confidence of the Viceroy, Lord Duflerin.  Tn the be-
ginning it stood for an extension of representative gov-
ernment within the Empire, and it has never come out
as a radical movement, In 1905, at the time of T.ord
Curzon's partition of Bengal, when all India was arguing
the adoption of a British boycott as a reprisal, Congress
split in two over the queslion, and a more radical left
wing was creaied.
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To-day, the Indian National Congress stands as a mod-
erale partly, supporting British Government in Tndia, and
eently urging along whatever step of reform may seem
opporiune.» The Nationalists have become a more: rad-
ical body Mr. Montagu, the new Scerelary of State,
because of his challenging speeches in the House of Com-
mons, just prior (o his appointment in the summer of
1917, immediately became the most conspicuous figure on
the Tndian horizon, An inexpensive, papet-covered edi-
tion of his speeches was published in the fall.at fifty-five
cents, and has sold by the thousands on all the newsstands,
His words disparaging the old order have been reprinted
and repeated infinitely, and have called up vivid hopes and
wild dreams in Indian hearts, In his famous House of
Commions speech, he said: T tell this House that the
statutory organization of the India Office produces an
apotheosis of circumlocution and red tape beyond the
dreams of any ordinary citizen, . . . [ am positive of
this, your great claim to continue the illogical system of
Government by which we have governed India in the past
was that it was cfficient. It has heen proved not ta be
efficlent, It has been proved o be not sufficiently elastic
to express the will of the Indian people; io make them
into the warring nation they wanted to be. . . * Believe
me, Mr. Speaker, it is not a question of expediency, It
is nol a queslion of desirability. Unless you are pre-
pared to remodel in the light el modern experience this
century-old and cumbrous machine, then I believe, T
verily believe that you will lose the right to control the.
destinies of the Indian Empire.

“You cannot reorganize the Executive Government of
India, remodel the Vice-royalty, and give the Executive
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Government more {reedom {rom the ITouse of Cummons
and the Secretary of State unless you make it more re-
sponsible to the people of India”

[mperial endorsement ol the need {for constructive
change in India’s constitulion was given it the summer
of 1917, not only hy Mr. Montagu's appointment hut
later by an official definition of the *“ goal of Indian pol-
icy ' which has since hecome a classic quotation: .

“'The policy of 1Iis Majesly's Government with which
the Government of India are in complele accord, is that
of increasing the association of Indians in every branch
of the administration, and the gradual development of
self~governing institutions, wilth a view to the progres-
sive realization of responsible government of India as an
integral part of the British Empire” !

In this pronouncement the phrase “ responsible gov-
ernment ”’ became the catch word,  Never before had a
Secrctary of Slale used words which gave latitude for
such optimistic imaginings. Significance was also given

\\to a message {rom the King-Iimperor to the Indian peo-
ple, calling for their codperalion, in which he implied a
promise. “ The Empire’s need is India's opportunity ”
were his words,

Mr. Montagu and his parly reached India in Novem-
ber, 1917, for a personal tour of investigation prior to
drawing up a plan of constitutional reform. Fe de-
seribes in his report how he sci about his task: ‘ We
begann work at Delhi, and then visiled in turn Calcutia,
Madras and Bombay, receiving deputations at each of
these places, and giving interviews Lo representative men,

LEfforts have been made to ascertain all shades of opin-

1 Statement issued by Secretary of State, August, 1017,
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o, . . . Ouour return to Delhi a continuous series of
conferences began; there werg meetings of the Secretary
of State awd those assaciated with hinm and the Govern-
ment of Tindiay meetings with all the heads of provinces;
with a committee of the ruling princes; of commitiees
{o consider details, and frequent private interviews and
informal discussions,”

The deputations received and consulied by Mr, Mon-
tagu may be brielly clagsified in four groups. They were:
1, the Mohammedans, of whom there are sixty mil-
lions in India; 2, the high caste Hindus; 3, the de-
pressed classes, the Gfty-three million Untouchables: 4,
the domiciled Anglo-Indian., This term applies to the
Englishiman [iving in India, whether officially as part of
the governiment or unofficially in connection with private
enferprise, Ide 18 usually a preity stiff Imperialist at
heart, Whatever his attitude when he lands, he grad-
ually becomes intolerani of most native aspirations. He
alone has taken a scorniul and cynical view of Mr. Mon-
tagu’s mission. The London Times referred editorially
to “the DBritish (in India) view of him as a sinister
herald of changes which may undermine British rule.”

Disregarding vichly pensioned rajas, quite complacent
as Lo the status quo and, at the other exireme, ihe Bol-
shevilk school of Nationalists who demand complete inde-
petclence, the current of Indian disconlent centers round
ambition {or a greater degrec of representation in the
adminisiration of Indian affairs, and progress towati
equality with Australia, Canada, and the other British
dominions.

Among the host of petitions and memorials presented
to Mr. Montagu, two programs of constitutional reforms
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stood out conspicuously,  The pioncer in all these re-
formt schemes was Mrs, Annie Besant, famous as a
theosophist, whose enthiusiasm for Hindu culture has led
her into taking an inereasiogly active part in the Llome
Rule movement, While Lord Dardinge was Viceroy
shie seemed to enjoy imnuwmity.  Bul no sooner had T.ord
Chelmgford succeeded him, than in June, 191%, Mrs,
Besant was inferned for disloyal utterances and held, un-
til September.  She was released on the understanding
that she would refrain vom further agitation while Mr.
Montagu was making his investigation, 1L is largely, if
not entirely, as a resull ol her intermment that Mrs,
Besant becane so conspicuous a figure that she was clected
President of the Findu National Congress in the Decens
ber following,

Three years ago Mrs. Besant drew up a tentative
scheme of reform for India.  This drafi, as well as others
by Mr, Gokhale and other prominent Indians, antedated
the creation of Mr., Montagu's commission. Undoubt-
edly they scrved as straws in helping to bring the matter
to consideration. When Indian reform came under offi-
cial atteniion the authors of these previous drafts all
subscrihed to a joint program drawn up by the THindu
National Congress, and the All-Tndia Moslem League.
Tlus was the first of the two imporiant programs pre-
senled to Mr, Monlagu. Tts weakness was (hal it was
really only an extension of the political changes made
by the Motley-Minlo relorms. It was a natural Jeac
to follow, and one that might logically be expected to find
favor with British authorily, Bui the trouble is thal the
Morley-Minto reforms lead up a blind alley, Lord Mor-
ley lacitly admitled as much in his statement: "“1f it
could be said that this chapter of reforms led directly
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or m:lnu‘lly lo the establishment of a parliamentary sys-
e in India, 1, Tor one, would have nothing at all to do
with it." b “The present Secretary of %htc seems to
have no compunctions about Inmlung away from prece-
denl, but is willing to create a precedeni of his own for
Indian affairs.  The Congress Teague scheme was [ur-
ther weakened by an appended resolution asking the Gov-
ernment {o fix a definite date within which it coniems-
plated granting TTome Rule to India. The policy an-
nounced by the Government was hased on “ gradual de-
velopment and progressive realization ” conditioned upon
the response of Indians themselves Lo (he measures
granled,

The second memorial of importance was a joint address
signed by a group of Indians and non-official Europeans
resident in India, 1 took more heed of Government
policy by making the phrase “ responsible government ”
its text,

When the official report, so much anticipated finally
appearcd, there was both relief and disappointment, I
by no means came up to the radicalism of some of Mr,
Montagu's dpeeches in Parliament, and conservatives
drew a sigh of relief. Sir Valentine Chirel calls the
report the first attthoritative review of Indian affairs since
the Mutiny, In an tavolved sentence he praises the very
{eature of the report which has proven a disappointment
to others: * Whilst il does not shirink [rom recommend-
ing great changes, its masterly exposition of existing con-
ditions in India, which are the result of her historical
evolution from renmwote ages to Lhe present day, must con-
vince even the most enthusiastic believer in the saving

1 Quoted in the Official Report by Secretary Montagu and Lord
Chelmslord.
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vitites of democratic institutions that they can only be
slowly acclimatized (here,”

The most important recomniendation in the Report is
the bifurcation of the Vieeregal council which, in an
advisory capacity to the Viceruy, stands at the head of
the administration in India, Formerly in his Cotncil
of sixly members the Viceroy has had a majority of six
nontnated members ~— 33 to 27, This majority isq be
abolished, and the Council which will herea{ter be called
the Lepislative Assembly of India will number 100 mem-
hets, with two-~thivds Lo be elected by the people them-
selves. Of the one-third whom the Viceroy nominates
at least one-third must be non-official.  The second and
smaller chamber, corresponding in a way {o our Senate,
will retain an official majority, with twently-nine members
nominatet and twenty-onc elected, It will be the final
legislative body.

"The addition of this final safety brake is a great dis-
appointment {o radicals. Even Lord Sinha qualifies hig
commendation of the Report: “ While responsible gov-
erment is not to be granted at once, we have the pledge
that substantial steps in fhat direction shall be taken as
soon as possible,” adding, *“ if the scheme is carried ot
and some ol its over cautious checks and counter cheeks
climinated, it will, in my opinion, certainly give general
satisfaction in India.”

‘There is 1o be an extension of provincial aulononiy
“complete popular government in local bodics and an in-
creasing degree of responsibility is to be given id the
provinces,” They are to have the largest measure of
independence — legislative, administrative and financial
- compatible with duc discharge hy the Government of
India of its own responsibilitics,” Devolulion of the

-t
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former highly centralized authority is achicved by giving
responsibility in certain subjects to be known as trans-
ferred stthjects, namely those " affording most oppor-
tunity for local knowledpe and social services, those
wheretn Incdians have shown themselves to e keealy in-
erested, those wheretn mitstakes which migld occur would
not be ievemediable, and those which stand in most need
of development,”

Herein Hes the really constructive clement in the re-
port, for these Joenl hodies will serve as traming schools
ol politics, in preparation for subsequent increase of re-
sponsibility.

It is diflicult for any one short of an expert on con-
stitutions (o judge the actual value of these recommienda-
tions until they have been demonstrated in action. It
is sale lo say that the report marks a complete reversal
in lingland’s policy toward Tndia,  In spiritl it is genera-
tions in advance of the trend and humor of Lord Cur-
zon's policy,  Far from wanling to extend representa-
tive govermuent, he even abolished it where it already
extsted, as 1o Caleutta, at that (e capital of Tadia,
since 1876 the Municipal Council of Calentta had con-
sistedd of  seventy<five members, with a majority of
twenty-live elected by the peopie.  Lord Curzon reduced
the elected mwembers from fifty to twenty-five, therehy
giving the Viceroy’s nommated party, with their official
chairman'y deciding voie, a permanent majority,

The reception given to the report has varied.  Tord
Morley has endorsed it from his retirement, Lord Cur-
son s oopposed Lo it —mnaturally. A group of Bengal
lanedosners, including seventeen maharajahs and rajas,
atnd the leading cilizens of the community met in Cal-
cutta early in Septentber and warmly endorsed its pro-
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posals,  Two former presidents of the Tndian National
Congress issued a memorandumn expressing salisfaction
with the scheme as a whole,  They said that * the dis-
linguished authors of the veform proposals deserve cor-
dial congratulations, We frankly admsit that their
scheme [or provineial reconstruction and progress is sus
perior to Lthe Congress-League schenie in conceplion and
desigt, and possesses the merit which the latter entirely
lacked, of introducing al the start the idea and hegin-
nings of responsible government.” The Indian Legisla-
tive Council also endorsed the proposals. The Indian
National Congress does not take as friendly an attitude.
A special session was called 1o demand extensive changes
in the scheme,  The Congress fell that the report showed
skepticism of the capacity of the people of India, anxiety
lest the powers of the executive be impaired, and that in
some cases it increased the powers of the heads of central
and provincial governments,

The attitude of the Indian press varies [rom apprecin-
tive hopefulness to abuse. In a symposium of com-
ments from twenty-nine papers printed by the Tudian So-
cial Reformer, cleven endorse the report more or less
warmly, nine are doubtful or non-committal, and nine
are [rankly opposed and disappointed.

The Hindu, Madras, considers that “ the reporl ren-
ders futile the pledges given by ITis Majesty's Govern-
ment in their pronouncement of last August, and il gives
an insulting response to the Indian National demands.”
The Servant of Mndiv, Poona, appeals for a tolerant atti-
ludet ** People should remember {hat it is a rare oppor-
tunity they have. To lhrow it away would he madness.
Mr, Montagu has {aken uncommon interest in the quies-
tion of Indian reforms, and must be enabled hy our syni-
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pathetic and reasonable attitude (o complete the siu-
perdous task that he has hegun. . . . What does it mat-
ter that il departs alfogether {rom our seheme? I sub-
stantially embodies our hasie principles al the start and
will effectuate them in full at the calmination,”

The moderation of this comment recalls that famous
paragraph in the constitution of The Scrvants of India
written hy Mr, Gokhale, in which he * frankly accepts
the Dritish conneetion as ovdained in the inscrutable dis-
pensation of ’rovidence for India’s good.” The satiric
tang of that inscrutable dispensation was, according io
those whao konew Mr. Gokhale, quite unintentional.

The Times of India, o semi-official publication, e
larged upon the awdacity of an attempt to “fay the
foundations of irue responsible povernment in India,”
aned calls it o Great Advenlure such as has never before
heen aftempted in all Asia,

[t was rumored that failure to let the bill come up for
discussion in Pacliament during the summer of 1918 was
due to bitter opposition unong Conservatives, The
Howse of Commong’ announcement that it was (oo busy
with the war to consider the plan came as rather an
awkward anti-climax 1o the resolutions passed in the
same month “*consenting ™ to Indin’s paying a larger
share of the cost of the Indian military forces, and afler
the opening of a new War Loan in India,  Mr, Montagu
hridged the gap wil the appointment of a subsidiary
comiitlee 1o waork out the question of electorates and
{ransferred subjects,

n whatever direction Parliament may ultimately inch
along, the appointment of Mr, Montagu and his work in
drawing up the program shows a progress which India
and Tndia’s [riends should not underestimate. Tiery
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critics of Mr, Montagu, disappointed that he did not in- -
clide more radical reforms, should face (he {act that the
preseil program is having its difficultios in getting past
Parliament, and that anything more drastic probably
would not have received serious consideration,

My, Montagu earned the support of all [riends of
India by the ringing sincerity of his Apologia for what-
ever of radicalism and real progress may be found in
his recommendations,

“Our reason is the faith that is in ns. We have
shown how, step by step, British policy in Tndia has heen
steadily directed to a point at which the question of a
self-governing India was bound to arise; how impulses,
at first faint, have been encouraged by education and
opportunity ; how the growth, quickened nine years ago,
was inmmeasurably accelerated by the war, We believe
profoundly that the time hag now come when the shel-
tered existence which we have given to India cannot be
proloniged without damage to her national life; that we
have a vicher gift for her people than any we have yet
bestowed on them; that nationhood within the IEmpire
represents something better than anything India has
hitherto attained; that the placid, pathetic contentment
of the masses is not the soil on which such Indian nation-
hood will grow, and that in deliberately disturbing it we
ave working [or her highest good.”

Such words from the Scerctary of State for India
comil the Government he represents to a considerable
degree. JL would seem impossible to step back, espe-
cially after the decisive victory of the Allies. Tor alter
all, whatever may have been her traditional attitude to-
ward India, and whalever her pet prejudices, Lireal Brit-
ain has been a leader among the Allies, that group of
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nations whe soletnly and enrnestly entered into the most
terrific struggle i all history to make the world safe For
demagracy.

To-day India's Tulure looks brighter than at any pe-
riod in her history,  No one can go o Tndin with an
open mund and remain unconscious of the silent changes
which are at worl beneath the surface, slowly preparing
Inelia to slough ofl the old skin of superstition and ig-
norafice,  dimullanecously the great war opened the
bearts and minds of men all over the world o a new
vision ol democracy. Whitehall has given evidence of
its willingness to tury a corner in the administration of
Indian aflairs, The Montagu-Chelmsford program is
ot merely a step m advance ol previous reforms. Tt is
something quite new and different,  If Parlinment ap-
proves and India aceepts the principles expressed and
the plans outlined in the program, the foundation for
representative govermuent {or India will have een laid
deep aud strong. Tt will mark an epoch in Tndian his~
tory. Of course the program may have to be modified
as 1o method, but the temper of the times will make it
utterly impossible 1o satisly either Iagland or India, ex-
cept by lepislation of this charaeter,

I'he boldness of the task reguires that each side mect
the other with sympathy and generosity, with Iree cx-
pression of opinion and with honest intention to unders-
stand and (o play [air,  Changes are already at work in
hoth countries. The hreaking up of caste, the education
of women, extension of universal primary education, re-
adjustment of the economic system, and, as a result of
all these, a stilfening up of the will power and initiative
of the individual Tndian, will make a much less difficult
problem on the one side, while the liberalizing miluence
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of the war and the digseredit atlaching o a sellish Tmpg-
rialism insure o much less diflicull situation on the other
sidle,

(A prophetic paragraph in one of President Wilson’s
messages phrasing allied purposes, applics to India with
particular felicity.

'“‘T'he Allies are fighting for the liberty, the sell-gov-
eriment and the vndiclated development of all peoples,
and every fealure of the seitlement that concludes this
war must he conceived and executed for thal purpose.’}

It will not be possible during the years that lie ahead
for the Allies 10 discriminate in their application of
democracy, demanding 1t for the Occiden{ and denying
it to the Orient. It is a world ideal, which knows neither
racial nor lerritorial boundaries, Enfranchised alike by
the silent and ineviiable revolution within her own lile
and by the cooperation of the new world created by the
war, India may well look conflidently and hopefully into
the future,
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