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Tue Autlior’s distance’from the press hav-
.écugv" obliged him to transfor the supervision
of the publication tosthice Pditfxl', he feels him-
self called upon, in sending' the ensuing
Essay into the world, to annex a few re-

marks, by way of explanation of certain

P

peints comnected with it., ~
It isnow more or 1{xs twvo years since the
. intention of publishing the Essay in question
was announced-—a~delay which may seem
1o some (o render an apology indispensas
" ble; but the Bditor is sorry that he has
none in his power to ofler, buit what will
appear (o some unnecessary, and to others
“unsatisfactory.  All that he has to suy on
this head may be summarily expressed in
the few words,—that the {:ircuigamnms

e

whiloccasioned the delay wero such ay
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were not either in hls owp pover or that
of the Author to mntml A iIe 111.[1:}'5\110“?-
_ever, be pefngltted to assure the frcadel,

that thisolong lapse of time hds not been
k:?-.

altogether unamwcea}qla to the Dmsay, as it
has enabled the Author td"make soine mlu-

able additions to 1t } A

As Mr, Ricketis,"hag anticipated, or ra-
ther, 10 use a fandiliar phrase, has stumbled
upon, several ideas contained in the Lissay

above mentioned, it may not be improper
to state, that the sumlm ity in question
has orlglnated, wot Trom plagiarism, but
simply from the nature of the subjects ha.n-
dled by the Author and Mr. R. ; and it will
be remarked, that the plans delineated in ths,
two pamphlets essentially differ from cach
other. In fact, it is difficult to say what M.
R.splan 1s. The Editor cannot sec hut. what

"\ : _ 2
after all 1t may end in a matter of < private

enterprise.”
‘ﬁ%hf Editor of the Bengal Ilurkaru ig

vight in the explanauon he has given Uﬁ‘v’fr
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R.’s plan jin thes (ollowing passage, whetlior
"t is lhlml’y in *tll,ﬂ mutumu[ manner (o*benoe-
fit ﬂly uﬂdy of Hast iutimms, it cerfainly 1 1,3 )
not what s advocated in the syccogding
Essay ; and*which {:;l ihe 1wo platl is tho
nmost patrifﬁic, philanthPopic, desirable, or
~fensible, it is submitted to tho judgment of
the discerning andscamdid reader. Speak-
ing of Mr, R.s scheme, the Editor of the
Bengal YTurkaru says: ¢ Xt is, In so far
as we can understand i, 1o establish a
joint stock association, gamposed of twen-
1y, fifty, a hundred® o more share-hold-
ers, and with the joint capital {o carry on
Yome exiensive joiutt concern in the Mofus-
sil, as an ewamplo Lo Liast Indians of what
may be done in the interior, and by way of
exciting them to turn their steps (o the
paths of tndustry in thal quarier, insiead of
confining” themselyes 1o the narrow sphere
of Caleutta.” If this, [ say, bo a corrcet
statement of Mr. R,y plan, it will a® onee he

" C g
scen, that 1 differs from the one recome
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mended 1n the sugeeeding E?.-;snyl But My,
R. refects the expla,n ation,es & mv 111“g bis plan’

™o

too much the clmvacﬁﬁr of a p?‘@fmtd’" gnw?‘* "
“prise, angl mmstﬂs on the patrietism of it,
which, he is Plenséd t;) think, Sives it all 1ts
value. No doubt if would-haveUone, could
the patriotism of his plan be discovered ; bt
we have searched fowitdn vain *in his pam-
phlet, unless] which is rather preblemati~
cal, it be the case that it is intended by
Myr. R. and his associates to afford, with -
the lack of ruimqs whicl is to be raised,
the méans of indepchdent employment to
a number of East Indians in the Molussil : »
but then it must be in a less precarious
line thai commeree, otherwise there is vory
little reason to believe tbat it will suceced.
The main object with the Ilast Indians
should be, to devise some means which
.will embrace the benefit of the largest num-
ber possible of their community, and give
thM@mmmuency of footing in the coun-~

try. The Editor cannot see how this & be
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done, but’by acquiring aggermancnt interost
n thusuﬂ I}yﬂm acquisition of landod pro-
perty, and its lllflpl‘fwcﬂll(‘;lt by the culiivation
of such thmgs as will bo a source of prafent
maintenaco” and ultglmtu ﬂpulﬁut v, 'This
must be thefourtdation of Kast Indinn pro-
ﬁpgrity; and this he knows 1o bo the opinion
of some Edropeans oflong standing in the
country,"whose names, were hé permidied to
mention, would im part all the weigﬁ L desira-
ble to the suggestion. Mr. Ricketts, the Edi-
tor is sure, desé¥Fves well,od his countrymon
1'01' having their wellat se much at heart : hut

~uniil he lay more distinetly down his plan, it
tannot, of course, with proprioty, he recoms-
mended for adoption. The Editor of thoe
Bengal  Ilurkarue hay also recommended

a scheme for the amelioration of East In-
dians, which, with My, Kyd's Hng*gostimm,
deserve consideration; but the Hiditor has
no room o spare for the purpose.

Should another edition of the Bssay be

called’ for, the Editor is permitted to nssure



“the . public, that Hfh pams mll be'spared to
add fo its value,_ lry mmt,%m[()rmulmn re-
sLectmg the ]QCﬂllmes“ and ¢ 1n11(-ulmml and
cominercial facilities of the country. It is
earnestly hope{T ilmi the Bissay, tn its pre-
sent form, will not be {ound ‘undt,&ervmg
of the attentwn of East Indians ; and that dk-
will not fail, in somﬁ-measme, to conducru
to the end alﬁmﬁ at 1n1f, viz. of turmnw
the close, serious, earnest, and candid at-
tention of the East Indians to the neces-
sity, practiéabi]i&y, and- advantages of the
x'COlOIllZﬂ.th'[l of Hindobsthan by them. h

Tur Epiror.

N B. Communications on the subjoct, ad-
~dressed to the Author at Sylhet, will be thank-

fully received.
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I ,slmuld.glppom* rénwunble to suppose,
“that, the affairs of Indin ought to oceupy ¢ the
fainds, and have a prominent place in the
hearts of tho$e, whopneXtto the aborigines,
have the strongest claims to the benofits so
largely dervivable {rom its soil and urticles
of trade and manufacture ; but serious must
the disﬁppaintrmmt of the lover of his coun-
try be, who, when ht contel to enquire in-
to the thing, finds, thatingtead of it, o most -
,pu!pnblt, 111{11('[‘@1‘(,11(:{‘ manifestly prevails,
naarly throughout ihe whole body of the
Fast Indmm, and that so few know any
dhing of a country in whicli they wero horn
and brought up, and in which dlone all their
future hopes as a numerous people centre !
It is to be feared, that few of them conld
satisfactorily answer the question, What is
there in the chief concorns of India, that
ought to interest them most, and call forth
their bgst energies into exercise ! It ean-
not he'denied, that various things of consi-
-du'al}l,(,.unpm'._tancg engare the attention of
. ’ n | T
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some_of them, atid to acc&mphs,h and I'ur-
ther which, commmaumteﬂeﬂbrts are made
by them ; but it may be que&tmned whe-
%ﬂ,tlmse thmgs have a tendency to pro-
mote their'future weldare as a people. To
notice but one instatee. T lleQ,QXIbte:lce of
the ¢ QOriental Literary Society” is well
known. Xis plan, as far as I can learn fronx
its procecdings, is+oemeet tdgether once
a week for’the.purpose of discussing ex-
temporaneonsly the subject previously given
out ; from which, if I may be permitted to
conjecture, its object would appear to be,
to form either “private’ or publie speakers.
As far as it regards intellectual Improve-
ment, it must be admitted to possess somep
importance ; but circumstanced as the Last
Indians are, eligible only to inferior offices
under Government, and those requiring no,
oratorial talents to fill"them with credit,
whatever importance may be allowed to it,
it is far from being equal in importance to
those o0f a nature tending to promote their
domestic comforts, and extend their nation-

L )

al l'ights*‘-.

e Mg ot _—, vl

* The Society before whom I had the honous nf lnyinp this Essuny,
and through whose persuasion, as well a3 those of other f1ienda, it
ngw appears befors the publie, had also been noticed ; hut ag it now no

f}ungur oxists, the romaxks have been sinco omitted, o e
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. India 4;11113 from time*immemorial heen
looked upon ad valuabde and inexhaustible
mines of wealth, INom the earliest peri-
ods, she has been the great resort ofsiri-
ous natignsy for alivost alk the most velu-
able commgpdities. In more modern times,
Portugal, [lolland, 'rance, and Lingland,
have successively participated, m no com-
mon degrde, in the ¥enefits of tho fruits
of her bowels, and mada no® small strag-
gles to maintain their respective preponde-
ance of power therein ; but especially, the
last of them. ller capabilities of conferring
benefit, however, lfave nof yet bheen altoge-
ther exhausted, nor Rave they all been ex-
plored. Daily experience shows, that she
has yet enough within herself to cnrich
many more nations,  How muchi is it {0 ho
regretied, that whilst foreign nations are
enriching themselves through her moeans,
and at the same time expressing a just and

] Tk e A EH e vy gl T Wyl o, Wl I i

-;
¥ would hore beg lonve to wld o for words vospecting the Theatto,

which some of my youug counteymon hiave Jutely opened. 1 i guito
at a loss Lo conegive, of what utility it ean boto thom.  They cannot
have forgotten the remark of the fathey of modern philogophy, that
“ the stagoe is more hoholdon {o fove, than to the lifo of mon”® No
ono who hes with any degieo of attontion watehed hip fuelings, whilnt,
atponding to n love-geene, will deny the th of thiy obsetyaton,
In theso trifies, not to suy worse, how mugh monpey is expended, s

ineonceNaklo !

' e o epdeae - W.‘ﬂ'—l LS o TH 'Y ¥




(4,)

highly commendable sense of gratitude by,
disseminating among them“the knowledge
of their arts and sseier.ces, and of the only
trigveligion, a great part of hier own chil-
dren are doing, neither the one. nor the
other. Can the East kndians clgim any me-
rits in the prosperity of the only country
they call theirown? What have they done,
or what are they doing for her weal?

Most of them call Hirdoesthan their own ;
lay no small stress upon their right to cer-
tain privileges, which they‘either enjoy but
partially, or are denied fr ot molives which
are hest known to<heir nulors ; ; and mourn
because they are wot &very thing in it; but_
alas! that it must be said, they are their own
enemies. Theyqdream ef and sigh forevery
thing but what is really accessible to them,
and what would alone do them ecssential
ocood. We readily. admit, that thoere ave
gsome among them, who, by their respecta-
ble commercial undertakings, indicatea just
sense of”the capabilities of the country to
enrich them ; but how few are these! and
how confined are their views! There aro
others again, who, by diligently cultiyﬂigg
their minds, endeavour to become orta-
ments to their nation ; and we calmgtphut

™
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wish tl),ai there were wore of lmfh these,
Weo are vmm*rmn&d .hmw wer, to say, that
whilst they upply tlm‘m%h es (0 theseobjeets
with other aims than (hat with wlnvhﬂﬂ"ﬁry
rellecting mmd would think, tlmya-mmht (0
do, th(,y gan never ltopg to obtain the praiso

of having been fathers and benefactors of

an infant nation,—an honour which cvory
East Indign onghtalwve allother things to be
ambitieus of acquiring. ¥Whoe amongst them

can pretend, that, when East Indian socie-

ly has advanced a few paces nearer its me-
ridian, on monuments betokening their dis-
interested worthy theim patriotic zeal, and
their self-denial in @sisting the agorandize-
ment of their fellow-citizens, will be engray-
ed in golden characters, “ Fhese weroe the

corner stones of the people ?”
It ig high time, I think, that they should

bestir themselvey, and nse overy means in
their power to wipe away tho impressions
that their indifference to their best interests
have created in the mindy of thtir foreign
spectators, and the stainyg they have there-
by entailed upon their own charagtoer,

If the above observationsbe cor ﬁgoi s el
tlmy will be allowed to he by evory ¥ unpreju-
thged mind, they evidently imply {he ROCOS-

Ty
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sity of a change in the present pursuils and
habits of living of tlre Bast Indians ;—and
it becomes an inquiry of no small moment,
 whiltave the means best caleulated toimprove
the present condition ef the Hast Indians,
and to raise them to that standing in the
scale of society, from which they are at
present at so great a distance?
I need scarcely answery ColoniZation ap-
pears to be tlie only feasible and effectual
‘means of -encompassing this grand objeet ;
of accelerating the march of their prosperi-
ty,and of advancing their importance in the

> o £,

world,
I propose, therefore,' to offer a few sug-

gestions on the colonization of Hindoos-
than by East Indians, in which it is my -
object to show its necessity, practicability,
and advantages.

T cannot bui suppose, that with the views
contained in the following pages, some will
not agree; but I feel convinced, that those
who consider the subject maturely, will sco
reason to coincide with them. I may also
add, that. having been myself some years
back engaged in similar pursuits, which cir-

" cumstances over which I had no control
. oblie®d me to relinamish: and havine lis.

-y
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»d much amang the aborigines, and seen a
rreat, part of *Lindodgthan, I cannot but
10pe, that in genefal,“my plan will provo
satisfactory, -




‘I‘{;{E
NECESSITY DI'}\ CBLONIZATION.

B ’-\?"\ w123 ) e .

™y

It has added hot a ]ﬁic};tle te my determi-
nation to lay down'a few thonglis on this
interesting subject, that few have been in-
considerate enough to questlon the neces-
sity of ast Indlans C(}lt}lllﬂllﬂ”th(‘ country.
That sifch should be the case, it is reasona-

“ble to suppose, after the experience of a suf-
ficient length of time has evinced the hopes
of Government’s providing fex such a nume-
rous and daily increasing body as that of
the Fast Indians to be vain presumptions.
It is nevertheless evident, that the necessity
is more acknowledged thin felt.

Upon the agitation of the intentions of
those generous individuals ywho were insiru.
mental in establishing T'nw CAavovrra Ap-
PRENTICING NSociery, it afforded me no
little pleagure to recognize some indica-
tions of a conviction of the necessity of the
Yast Indians colonizing the country; but
I was not a little chagrined to find after-
wards, that those generous individuals were
chleﬂy Europeans,—another proof that the
East Indians themselves are doing littleor

H
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» nothing?to promote (hfii' future pesmanent
pl'rjs'mrity; and ny ?‘|h-:u|a|minlm{-ui wis
eroatly augmented (o learn more syhae-
quently, (hat the wost successtul, (hugh
not (he most useful, branch of its opevations
has for tme time past been principally
supported by the Insurance Nocieties of
Caleutta, - |

The neeessity there exists for the Kast In-
dians’ colonizing lindoosthan may bé evine~
ed by a variety of considervations @ a few of
these we shall touch upon.  Themore trans-
lneent this can h;} made, the casicr it will
be for them to perepive the peculiariiy of

stheir case, and the desive (o remedy it will
naturally be created.

* In the first |1lu(§}, then! T would direed
tlreir attontion to the civeamstanco, that
India is their Apme the oaly spol npon
earth {o which they can with any degree of
propriety naturally loy elaim as their own,
Heve 1t s that they first draw thedr hreath,
and spend their juvenile years, than which
nothing endenrs a place more to men, Tt iy
this which makes a mana lion, when*there is
‘danger of his carly haunts being invaded,
It is this that glows like @ perpetual flumg in
the*beson of our transmarine friends, wio

¢
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wish to enjoy no other happiness on this side
tlle grave s0 nmch,wr Lo be alilc to return to

- th and of tlltll"}{)lﬂh, and lay their bones
in (o ombs Of“l@ll‘f(]l‘(*fﬂ“l("l'b' This feel-
ing does not midre actnam the natives of
a civilized country than the. inhabhitants of
the barren wastes of Africa, or those of the
snowy Andes. It opemteh with such force
at times as to render lifo o burthen,when the
hope ofl'gtummg to the land of oné’s nati-
vity is cut off; and it isworthy of remark, that
this attachment is strongest in those who
have spent their carliest Jears amoug rureal
scenes, Nature seems to have been so ordcr
ed, as to impart a more lasting i impression -
of things with which people become familiar
in the country -ihan those in towns. Tt
would not, perhaps, be verydiffitult to trace
the causo of this; but as that wonld lead me
to digress from the subject more immedi-
ately under my consideration, I waive the
Inguiry. « My argument demanded some
hints on the subject, as they lead us to con-
clude, that so long as the East Indians love
to dwell in the meiropolis, and seem to
dislike an abodein the interior, they are
actynally removed far from the scenes and

. circumstances,which attach usmoststrodgly
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io our ty}umry By talting up theiy abode
in tlee interior, *and lllT*t'Ql}y aequiring & ni-
el attachment to 'ﬂu woil, they wmultl Do
able to setalegitimate value on i, pnd 7 e
forward deem an ali@nationfron it,a calumily
of lll]ll’l(‘llﬁ(,‘ magnitwde.s Unloss such a tem-
per Is pmdlmul in, the sympathics of the
East Indians, they will never be able to per-
ceive the extent of de elaims they have in
the soil; and the soil ont them, Every coun-
try has necessarily a strong hold 6u the re-
pards of its children, and it is the duty ol
the latter to manilost it anu all occasions,
The Liast Indians) on (e contrary, seem Lo
take pains {0 show, thiv they are the only
people in the workl who are indilferent to
vthis virtuous fecling. Thoir own country
Jwas no manner of charms for them, 'The
vichest soil-—a country whers natuve yields
her bounties almost spontuncously, is unae-
countably despised by her own sons | I Hiavo
not seldom been enterfained by hearing ye-
veral Last Indiany speaking in most vuthuﬂ
siastic strains of the country where thoy had
vesided only for e short time (o aeyuire an
educaiion, whieh, it is belioved, their own
does not aflord. It has proved to them a

o
kind ,of nursery, but to give the prvlurmwv
'?
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to a for¢ign land, aid depreciate ong’s mo-
ther country, is just Jke loving school bet-
ter than home, ,or 1%(3"'&111[}1'{10@5 ol a moer-
cenagy. nurse than the lap of a mother.
That mdn’s heart must He a strange thing
indeed, who can wink at the ttes &f nature,
and loathe his mother because she is not so
comely as his nurse, and because it is fees
own fault that she has ot those attractions
which would command his estcem! We
“shall touch upon this point again, when we
come 1o discuss the nature of the inpedi-
ments which, it 1s supposed, the East In-
diang will have to combat in attempting to
colonize the country. What has been brief-
ly said of the necessity there is of the Fast
Indians residing, in the interior, and thetr
pursuing agriculture, under the persuasion
that the soil is their own, will not, it is hop-
cd, be deemed unimportant, For where is
that man who makes the most distant pre..
. tension to patriotism, and does not love his
own country better than any others, what-
ever be the local advantages in their favour ?
How soon would that country be desolated
whose people were disposed like the Fast
Indians! Sowe of them most unnaturally
designate England their Zome, and express
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Aan undue cagerness lo »oélurn to i, ys they
phrase,it, Hup‘iumiug'{,lml. all those Foast
Indians who have heeyredyewted in Bnp-
land had the means to go back (q it feaathe
purpose of fetminatindy their exisfeneé theve,
anc suppoging that thene are looked upon
as the most ereditable of the whole body,
“who would be left to show, that Indin was
a desirable Yesidence ¥ And who would be
found so capable of contributlin®; toher pros-
perity?  They must be permitted 10 make
choice of their Aomes; but it is impossible
to commend the disposition,
The prosperous”condtiion of the abori-
gines brings another ndeessity to lioht 1
a support of the plan of colonization b am re-
commending,  Theuborigiyes cannot sure-
ly be allowed o have a greater interest in
« the soil of Hindoosthan than the Bast In-
dians.  To the former it belongs from tiwe
immemorial ; 1o the latter by the interven-
tion of a sories of circumstances, from tho
tfime when the Buropeans fiest comnieneed
thewr counuercial imtercourse with i, The
East Indians seem to have been thrawn into
the country by an inscrutable Providence,
as 1L were, to teach the aborigines the aet of
urniug to account those advantages of which

b |
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their ignorance [irecluded them, from a-
vailing themselves, ,#0r it nfay be consider-
ed as the display of Hie judgument of the
Supreme Disposer of the carth on the abo-
rigines; for their gros¢ abuseseof the innu-
merable blessings whith they hage all along
enjoyed. Ilow bountiful has the Almighty
becn to them, in spite of their aggravated -
crimes! The fatnesdofsithe land was given
to them ; but‘instead of serving their Donor
with théir substance, they have devoted
themselves to the worship of the work of
their own hands! ILet not these remarks,
howevey, be construed tnto a supposition,
that 1 entertain the “slightest idea of the
East Indians ultimately supplanting the abo- |
rigines, so far as to rule ever them, or 1o turr
them out of the country, or even to main-
tain any great preponderance of advantagoes .
over them : far from 1t, "Che most circum-
seribed insight into the rise and progross
of nations must convince any onc, that such
9, suppogition, under the existing peculiar
circumstances, would be truly preposterous.
It would be no small absurdity to conceive,
that . while the aborvigines arc heing pro-
eressively enlightened, they will retrograde
back into their former, or even theip spre-

~

&



( 18 )

Sent comparative pusillarimity.  Wg, have,
on the contrary, cvery, neason to behieve,
that in time they will bhecome o most mte-
resting people inthe universe, ang thatrdrey
are designed™o cut « conspicuous figure on
the stage,ewhich, by*ilm allotment of Pro-
vidence, has become, and will probaby con-

“{inue, always theirs. Their present prospe-
rity is no mean intlication of what, 1 am
firmly persuaded, thoy will arrlve at i due
time. Allthat is meant by these reiharks is,
that a body of men being raised up in this
country, under circumstances which equal-
ly entitle them 1o share Wwith the aborigines
in the benelits derivablé from it, it would
lead us to suppose, that Providence eitherin-
tended 10 bless the latter in some peculiar
manner throagh the instrumentality of tho
former, or to punish the one for their in-
gratitude, by making the other tuke away
from them so muach of those henefits, which
they will in fact do, if they also do not, for-
feit them by Zhedr ingratitade,

So long, however, as the Hast Indiang
view themseclves as strangers in their own
countyy, and act accordingly, keeping a-
loof from those pursnits which mainly rous

der sthe abovigines a prosperous peopfle,
N
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they must of o certainty prepare for being,
lorded over by thogd spon whow they now
look down with céwntémpt. I repeat, that
if the: Basy, Indians fail to found their hopes
of prosperity as a pmplo upon'the circums~
stances which now help forwardithe abori-
oines, the time will be rapidly advancing,

when, instead of the latter cmuluting the
example of the forndy, "the former will be
driven’ to the necessity of striving 1o vie
with the latter, for advantages which, by
timely consideration and activity on their
part, might have equlporwd between them,

But very lnapporl;l}‘nelyf{n' the existing state
of the Bast Indians’ mind, the tibm'iglnts
have begun to open their long closed eyes.
The Brahmun has ere 'this resorted to thé
humble plough and the shop, to be found at
which would formerly have attached an inde-
lible stigma to his character. Tdo not nrean
to extenuate the many notable foul praclices
in the commission of which they ave daily
detected to acquire an iniquitom imdepend-

o i
ence. “Jhlth mueh as it 1s to be deplored,
many : ‘them have sceared. Their mateh-

less d,)hclty and unpm'alle]ed dishenesty
are p,:velblal This 1s freely admitted ;
but yé» & closer view would convingeany

=h
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bmly, ﬂ;at the real cadse of their pros-
pewty, I mean Of the at;opn*ltms 1) genuul,
lies independent o [l*@lr dishonesty and
duplicity, and rather in their well kuown
atfachment 40 the places of their dativity,
than in ang thing els®, Many of them have
drawn their breath in forbidding parts ol
the country, such as are subject to annual
inundations, ov to s petiodical or perpetund
prevalence of malignant diseale. "Tvthese,
they almost invariably return from*the me-
tropolis or popular towas, (whither they had
conveyed themﬁelvus in order Lo carn some-
thing over aud absve whal the parial cul-
Jivations they are wont tb carry on in theis
plmcq of nativity are capable of yielding,)
«5 soon as they have accomphished their ob-
jeet; and there they spond their infirm days,
If thoy prosper in their town undertakings,
they return to their native villagos, in which
the first thing they do is, to extend their cal-
tivations, pmclm&e landed property, and
build snug brick dwelling-houses. i}y thege
and nthu' infallible nmthmls, many of them
are now the holders of extensive farms, and
possess a degree of respectability and loeal
influcuee, of which the most favoured and
sucaessiul East Indians of the metropdlis
1}
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cannot hoast. If the Fast Indians would
prosper too, need itoe recommended, that
they should not feeldt bencath them to tread
in the footsteps of the more discerning abo-
rigines T 1f ocular demonstration is con-
vincing, need we lear®to say, that the abo-
rigincs are prospering, and that by the
means here recommended.

The state of the couniry, in other points
of viewikewise, shows the necessity of co-
Jonizing it by East Indians. The construc-
tion of the British Indian community, com-
prehending Europeans, East Indians, and
aborigines is a véry peculiar one, and places
the Ifast Indians,"as Colonists, in a ficld of
action totally different from that in whicllﬁ
the Americans had to commence their ca-
reer. 'The elrcamstanees connected with the
colonists sent out by the Romans into vari-
ons parts, do 1ot corresjiond with the state
¢f things in India. They themselves were
the colonists, bat the British are not; so
that it feaves the case of the East Indians
without a.;parallel in the pages of history. In
India, the Europeans are not suflered to co-
donize ; In America, the colonisis drove
back the aborigines into the inte:'ior, to
nfake room for themselves, had not which

.
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been thg case, their colonization Wﬂll](l have
| been placetl 0?1 arl exat.. lummn' wath that
of the Romans. The lw-,t Indians are to ofs
fect it by a fair ¢ (lll]pttllmll with the apori-
aines. 'The Romans doubtless ne qtm o ae-
cess to tl:gaounfnes to which they emigrated
by coercive measures,in the same manner ay
the British have gained their possessions in
India; but they, as well as these, did not
extirpate the aborigines, whe thoagh they
were subjugated by strangers, were left at li- -
berty to pursne their usual oceupations, as
far as they comported with the laws and
political arrangements s thoir conguerory,
, The East-Indians will nethave to cudure the
fatlgues of long wmilitary journie¢s, or the in-
conveniencies of endloss voyages, (o carry
their point ve el armis. This their ancestors
have already done for them, and they have
nothing more. tb do than to put their
shoulder to the wheel of colonization -
mediately, and set it in motion, It is of no
use to cull ldercules with his ponderouy
bludgeon to become their champion, "They
have a better protectorinthe scepivp of Bri-
tain. ‘ *

The fact, that whilst the uuntives are in
reality the sole, or nearly the sole vecupdnts

D 4 ,
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of the soil of India, and are (11&{30!‘1‘111‘!{1‘
enough to p81LGIVeq'vtllf‘ lmpm"mm,e wlm'h
the small{..st patoh .pf' dround attaches to its
possessor, they will (I0 as indeed they ave
doing, 1 éry thing to secure it more effec-
tually to themselveg,—ecalls for élm e
diate attention of the Kast Indians to colo-
nization. 'The copsequences resulting from
this circumstance mugt be obvious to every
one. [tis enhancing, and has done so for
some lime past, the value of lands to an
extent of which none but those can form an
adequaie idea, who have taken the trouble
to dive into the state of things in the in-

Lo

terior, They are endeavouring to engross

all those tracts of country which have hi-

therto been left to run waste, or to turn intg
impenetrable jungles :—woods are being
cleared away, and the allavial places are at-
tempted to be improved.~ It is not meant
to infer from this, that they have brought
their, newly acquired posscssions into a
prosperéus state: ol cultivation. No, the
poor simpletons are yet ecither too wary of
their purses, or lack that spirit of enterprise
without which no country can promise rapid
dimprovement, It is to be remembered,
hewever, that so long as they seeurg to

™
o
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themselves a proprietary right in the soil,
which, as it webe, ulrm?g;l*{ h("]ﬂl]““h to them,
and ljegm (o perceiv® {he 1pst Indinos try-
ing to make room hw tlwmsuhgm (which
will soon be the case,) they will of conrse
be at libexty to set *snch a valuation upon
them as their avarice will readily snggest; so
* that what may zow be obtained for 8 aunas
per beeghit, will not #hen be proenvabie for
less than 2 rapees. When this takes. place,
how mortifying must it prove to an indus-
trious individual, to be foreed to take up
lands which will require a double portion
of labour to enable him to%keep clear of in-
Jolvements! It falls® to* my lmppy ol to
inform the Bast Indians, that there are yet
wnmensge portions of the country in an un-
cultivated state, which conld vory easily be
procured, either by purehase or on lony or
permanent leases Some of these lie as
naked as they came out of the waters of tho
deluge, bat might with vevy litile labour be
brought to & successful culture : others ex.
hibit a partial improvement, and are never
made to yield more than one solitary crop
in the year, I huve examined the properties
of several such spots mysell, and nay safe-

ly give it as my decided opinion, that they

%
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might be made to'repay labour with at least
two, if not threc, ccops In‘the year., The
natives could neves satisfactorily inform me

of the canse of Slll“h waste of land. NSome
said, the soil was not oood, andothers 1ﬂmd-a
od want of time on ]mfu{lzea,r but lt attribute 1t

to their indolence, the lower class having

a strange propensity to servitude. Some of-

them will forsake their best field to be em-
ployeds—as a~chuprasee or durwan in a luo-
crativebrouse. They cannot yet comprehend
“what 1t is to live out of service, though from
the very insignificant labour they bestow
upon their culﬁmﬂons; they might have
been exPected to ltave’been pretty well (,011;
vinced, that they need not to look for luer:
tive employment beyond the precinets of
their fields. It is not improbable, that one
of the causes ol the neglect of their lands is
the very litile pains required to secure the
usual crop. And what is very characteris-
tic of the indolence of the aborigines is,
that whén a field has repeatedly failed to
produce the expected crop, it consequence
of inundations or droughts, it never strikes
them, that these evils might be remedied
Dby sinking wells in their fields. I do not
rdder to the anaual inundations to which

™
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pm't:-s of .ssgnne of ithe lower districts are sub-
Jeet., I mighs, nllluq.nt much  difficulty,
be made Lo appear, ial” 5O far from these
proving pernicions to the Prospeets of tho
farmers, they ouphd, on the contmury, to
be welcomed, The souf of earth acquired
in the lands might in some instances prove
unfriendly 1o paddy, and the continnance
of the water beyongd the seed-time may
put that article completely ot .af thew
list ; nevertheless other things might be
made to yield a better reward”. 'Phe de-
straetive mundutions alfuded to, are unu-
sual quantitios of rain, whieh as they are al-
ways uncertain, the ope, that it will not he
50 the next season, casily decceives the poor
{ellows into mdiflerence about its temporas
ry consequences, Ou the other hand, when
a want of a proper quantity of rain for two
or {liree successive years, oceasions o fail-
ure, itas hittle steikes them to contrive means
to irrigate their lands,  In gonernl, how-
ever, the cause of so wuch.countey running:
waste and wild, is cortaiuly the want of ge-
tivity and enterprise, I they canake a
shifl to live upon one or two pullry crops,
they carve very little about what their lands

" Beo Appondix, for fcther remurks on thiy head.
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might be made toproduce by a sman por-
tion of additional lahlour Thus tlw uclmem
of the land 1s leftﬁto o a begging., But
why should it be suffered to be so, as long
as there are East Indiaas capaldle of placing
a more reasonable valoe on the gupabilities

of the soil 7 Does not this circumstance itn-
ply & necessity of their colonizing it? s it
right to suffer their own,country to remain
a mangar.wherein they must ere long seek
access, hut probably be refused admittance ?
But I shall watve this argument for the pre-
sent, as some might be disposed to regard it
as maintaining enradvantage rather than a
necessity. 0 0

L)

B ¥ ﬁ
From these general considerations, I de-

scend to a few particular ones, from which, |
trust, the necessity of what I am speaking,
will be inore.evident. Before, however, pro-
ceeding to do this, I think it necossary, o
prevent misapprehension, to explain the
sensc in which I use the term colonization.
The terfn is derived from the Latin word
colomia, signitying, ¢ a company of people
transplanted from one place to another;”
ort a body of people drawn from their mo«
ther country to inhabit some distant place.”
There are some, however, who give it
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St)nmwhui{limwom meaning, 1, ¢, ¢ ih{a‘ COUN-
*try ]ﬂjlﬂt:‘(l, Or Yo, p]uuhyium” H;mwthing‘

»  similar to this is thes¥ense which 1 have
nsed, and will use the term throughout tho
Essay, and ¥ 1 mistake not, | havesof late
ocncrally scen It used in the same sense,

I am sensible, that it does not exactly con-

« vey the idea I intend, and some may be
disposed o think, that egricullure ov
husbandry wonld have heen o fittenyvord ;
but that would have been too limited a
designation to express the nature of iy
plan, whicly, it will he seen by and by, does
not simply cotmprehonds gprvicultural pues
suits, but a varvicty of such other nanual
arts, and  handicralt and scientific works,
as in colonizing a country are simnltane-
ously carricd on. Xdo not, therefore, know
that I could have fixed npon any othor
" term that would bhave answerod nry p
posc better than the one I have adopfed.
The Eoust Indians, at least the boest part of
them, at present, veside in the mefropolis,
Should .they al any time be indoced to
attempt eolonization, it will he necessary for
them to emigrate in bodics into the interior,
to the Femoter parts of which they are such’
strangers, that their removal from Calentin

3
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would certainly appear to them as removing
fromn ofie region to apother. ¢ Eence it will
be seen, that my Meaning of the ward is,
after all, not so foreign to some of the mean-
ings given‘above as songe might be inclined
to supposc”. .

The rapid multiplication of thd numbers
of the East Indians, is another and a most
powerful reason for, their colopizing the
country, By residing and multiplying in
the mefropolis, the East Indians will
shortly baflle all the wishes of Government
10 make provision for them, in such of its
services as theanature of tliem will allow.
No state 1n the world scan possibly find the
means of allording food and raiment for"
thosge who render theqasulves incapable of
providing for themselves through the ne-
dimm of any thipg else but servitude, A
hundred thousand could at once be support-
od by Government in the military service,
but its peculiar policy precludes the possi-
bility ofst. And this circomstance proba-
bly, under theexisting state of things, is most
favourableto the East Indians, War, foreign

* The veader had not bheen troubled with these remarks, but for
gone objections which were made to the word, as nsed ha & by some
to whom the writer hud shown the manuscript essny. He'tales this
opportunity of returning his thanks to these and othor individuals for
sorkb other ‘valuable remarks of theiry, which have enabled hiuA {0 in1s
prove these pages aince they wore fivst writien,

i"H"
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war esﬁeeiully, usuallysdraws away the at-
teniﬂinu of [1(?{)|1|c fl’ﬂ;lll evils thul pl"{}\’ml
within doors. Mot |uﬂiti(:inns have mado
good use of this method in times of domes-
tic tnrbulegee.  Tas also a mp'imh pﬁm {0
thin the populatiors, when it begins to be
overgrown, from which many sore vicissi-
tudes have happened to the state.  But I
must say «10 morg op this delicate subject,
and will only bid the Bast kudiang bo ex-
ceedingly glad thatit is what itis., It is to be.
hoped, that the soldier’s ardour has not yet
been communicaied to them, and leaves
room for avery differentspecies of enthu-
siasm. It is well that they are not perpetual-
ly haunted with dreams of cannonading and
earnage, prize-mgney, or any sort of booty
earned by ¢ hairbreadth ‘seapes i’ the inni-
nent’ deadly breach.” By all menns, lot
the aborviginal Oshellos have it; but let the
Bast Indians do something which savours
more of “ home-spun.” Lot them have
a field of honour, but not strowed with the
dead and dying,~—acampaign,but not where
people get more broken heads than they
can well alford to spare ; where more wi-
dows and orphans are ereated than socie-
ty knows well what to do with; and where
] ¥ 2
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more blood is spilt in one day tha a whole
age in a country can raise!ls Bul suppos-
ing it were desivable, whiereis the possibility
of accomplishing it? it mustlong be a hope-
less cage. The other gervice (the civil) is
Jikewise not .ww.&aml}lu We Hll:l'“ therelore,
say nothing further al}mlt i, but proceed to
show what may be more deserving the at-
tention of East Indians, the necessity which
arises for their colonizing the country from a
view orlﬁhen present pwulmr situation, in
many respects gloomy and unfayourable to
their future welfare.

[ bave said, ;they cannot be provided
for either in the c¢ivil, or military service.
Thus circumstanced, they willingly availe
themselves of what comes next within their
notions of gentlemanly employment; buf
these unfortunately happen to be of so li-
.mited a mature, and attegyded with such a
variety of unpleasani circumstances, that,
.though they are at present apparently un-
concerned about other things more likely
to ensure their permanent prosperity, they
will soon be obliged to attend to them, and
see the nccessity of striking into some-
thing that is capable of giving the present

aspect of things a more promising turn.
9
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The l‘ﬂp‘id inerease of their numbers de-
» mands d propgriionable extension of their
resotirees.  The ll;;l{l‘ﬂ‘lm :h they occupy
now, with a very lewv exdeptions, is the
melrupulh of India, In the absence 6( the
SOTVICOES .1ht=mly noficed, tha pablic ofli
ces of Government are open for theiy re-
ception, in which only a few, eomparatively
speaking, earn then l;vcllhnml These offi-
ces cannof be !llll“l[}llt’{l ad nfintlwm, nor
the salary of those who are employed in
them be augmented, without surmounting
an impnwibility. On the contrary, it 1s
plain, that ineconsequepeg of the multipli-
cation of hands, the agdmission of additi-
vonal ones into theny, 1s under very unfa-
vourable cirewmstances, if we except that.
“they must othorwlse go u begeing ; nod
the tine s drawing nigh when tho pay of
writers must be, redueed, to muke room
for such as will be found unprovided for
by the growtheol idle hands, Besidos this,
the aborigines ave waking snch vapid pro-
gress 1 the acquisition of the Eoglish
langniage, and the inconcetvablo porsover-
ance with which they make themselves dex-
trous 1n handling the pen, added o the

small wages {or which they let themselves
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out, will soon overstock the transcribing
market, if such a Ilwnn" basenot already ta-"
ken place. The Lust“nhulmm | know be-
ain to [eel themselves pinched for room.
T here -aré hundreds who would ihankf ully
serve for the salarviess now allowed to the
aborigines, 20 or 30 rupees per nmionth, and

perhaps for less,and have elfectually ceased -

to dream of hundreds. Many of the offices
of authgritv.begin to teem with llindoo
writers, as also all the mereantile concerns,

It might be said, that the East Indians
ought to resort to mechanical arts, which
are plentifully w their way’in such a city
as Calehtta., The.fadgt, howover, must be

published, that there are scavcely half af

dozen mechanics who think it worth their
while to receive apprentices of this deno-
mination of the liege subjects of his Ma-
jesty. The causes of this remaing to be
found out. Allowing this to pass, and sup-
posing the present numb® of the East
Indians fof such as want employment) wore
to make themselves adepts in some of the
mechanical arts, they might probably do
well enmm*h ; and, as 1t is believed that
they could do more and betier worlt than

the aboriginal mechanjes, these last, it may

¢
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be mmnmm] would, in a very short time,
*he bmuwht to swake .&,tul shifts for want of
work.' \Vuu this, lwwgvm' possible, and
did the present high fiotions of the Fast
Indians permit tlmm Lo adopt the’ exirces
ly economical habits of tho aborigines, yet
the vising and the next generation afier it
. could not all become mechanies too, with-
out seriouseconseqyenees to the prosperity
of the latter description of mochgnies. 1o
streteh a point, T will even make a coneess
sion of this argument, and grant that the
second and third gencrations could gara
therr bread withouf injuny $o the prospects
of the aboviginal artikans, What will that
prove ! Why, nothing more,ithan that while
the aborigines not only keep paco with the
East Indians in such professions, and at
the samo time prosper in every thing clse,
the East Indians, sfter éxeepting the small
scetion employedaswritors,will be confined
simply 10 the fofmer : —a prety aliernative
this, to be surve, for nearly a wholoypcople |
No other parts of Hindoosthan saving Cal.
cutin, are accessible to Hast lmltmm. In
Caleutia they must live, and in Caleuttn
they miist die.  The necessity of this must
be questioned, It must be deniod, thwt
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handicralts alone sever had a tendency to
promofo the ﬂ'mwrf‘d welfare of an infant *
people. This m-'mbd'm very good plam to
enabl(., (oreigners (o escape lwmw perpetu-
ally Tmpoded upon byenative artisans, and
thereby secuie a mpreevapid independence,
and retire from business ; but it cannol

otherwise be effected than at the expense -

ol the Kast Indians.._ . v
Calcutiais a place of trade,and the mindg
of its inhabitants are full of it; hence it is
not to wondered at, that trades, and chicfly
the mechanieal arts, will be recommended
in preference te any'thing ¢lse. 1 do not
lay stress upon the dmere supplying the

"
nieans of common subsistence bcmmw

would do that, But 1 ask, why must it b(;
indispensable for the Iast Indians 1o bury
themselses within the metropolis? Do not
the large tracts of countrygmost of which are
almost uninhabited and uncultivated, throw
open their arms, and promise far easier and
far more independent remuneration of la-
bour than any of the occupations in which
the East Indians are at present engaped, or
coulld engage, in the metropolis? 1f they
mustbe placed on the same footing with the
aborigines, (which, I readily grant, it wpuld

L
&
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not he disgraceful,) why*not allow the inte-
rion Qf {he colintry im, be the spheve of
their respective undéttakings as well as the
city? Must the Iast Indians be madg the
instruments 4n the Ifands of merchants and
mechanics, and thesethiefly foreigners, who
have no manner of claim in the soil, for the
purpose of enriching them, and enabling
them to carry awaysthe fatness of it? H such
a thing cannot be helped, let tlre-edrvigines
by all mneans be perinitted Lo engross io
themselves the servilo credit of auxiliavies.
The miseries that threaten the growing
population of the Easl Indtans should not
!l.)e proposed to be dmcliornted by things
which, (putting the best construction on tha

hmotives of those that suggest them) are by

¥

no means caleulated to better their con-
dition. '
Let it be consiflered also, whether the
numbers of the Kast Indians who are al-
most 1 a state of starvaiion, do not moro
foreibly suggest the necessity of their colo-
nizing the country than words cun oxpress.
In the pature of things, it is litersdly im-
possible, whatever we have said for the
sale 0? argument, that Governmont can

provisle for the whole body of existing and.
.
o |
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increasing Fast Indians, and their present
resources are copfesscdly’ inadequate fo °
meet the wants of Fhem all. The very
cirgumstance of numbers strolling about
the streets of the city of palawces, hurdens
upon their helpless parents for want of em-
ployment, is an indigputable proof” of this
assertion. Hence they must turn their
thoughts, thelr ingefinity, and their means,
immediateks to something clse. Butto what
else will they resort? Will they become
mechanics? Will they become tradesmen?
Will theybecomescamen? The first of these,
we presume, we heve shown would but scan-
tily provide for a fjart%f them. Some may,
indeed,become mechanies;and,we mayadd,
some may become tradesmen too, though
it is too evident to need to be shown, that
buf a very few, in their present penurious
state as a body, could efiter upon any spe-
culation, on a scale suflidiently ex{ensive to
render it worth their while to undertako 1.
Seamen they need not become, howeyer
esay it may be of access; neither ought it to
be thought a desirable life, when they can
be any thing else preferable. Ilad there
been much necessity for foreign trade, they

] .
might then become seamen; bui theve is
ﬁ
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none, at least not at present, \Vh-ai theu
remains (hat ey cansjecome ? Yes, und if
some of them choske. they niay becomo
drammers and fifers too. et me ot he
supposcd te intendsto sl thelr feclings.
Far be it from me! slt is my professed ob-
jeet to render them a respectable body of
men hereafter, if they will but follow the
steps 1 hawe taken ahadiberty to recommend.
While I am on this point, let-ne-nat leave
it without calling the attention of uty coun- »
trynien to the lamentable faet, that many of
them areactually no better employed, thougth
not from chofce. « Iuf thee thing itsell, 1 ad-
mit, there is no diﬁgrﬁccr but ecrta ﬁly there
i in the eireamstances connectod with their
yreing employed in those lines of profession,
I i s a disgrace, 10 whom do they owe
their being thus singled out for drummeory
awd fifers? Is it *not to (he inattention of
those who are capable of taking the lead in
promoting the welfare, the respeciability,
aud the independence® of their*country-
men? ks it not Lo their self-will - their pride,
which, though it alfect to despise the peace-

* L would just desire the r1eader to hewr in mind, that the s
in which T nue tha word ndipundency, is mmply opposed to the prosont
dependant state of the Enst Indans, inyeference Lo the wmeuny of got-
ting t&mr hiveliliwod, s
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ful and useful employment of a farmer, can
yet bear to think, that a part of their goun-
trymen are in a_far woMse situation’ r

It is in vain to conceal, that they will in
a short time he driven to themnecessity of
ahbandoning the metropolis; but it would be
wiser to be regulated by choice. The pre-
sent mioment is avallable, and colonization
would be aitended with far less difficulty
and toil-nop:, than at a time when circum-
stances avould oblige them to make very
mortifying stretches. Let them bestow a
legitimate reflection on the subject, and the
necessity of colonizing the country will not
vequire to be farther u¢ged.

L

W3 Vemagrwnr iy dprebe s i,
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THIL
PRACYTICABILITY (.}I OLONIZA'I TON.

"

-

Ilaving, as I trust, shown (he necessity
of the Tast Indians’ dolonizing the country,
I procecd next to consider, as proposed,
the practicability of it, which, 1 am sorry,
though notsurprised, 1o find has been more
than once questioned by diflerari-persons
some of these persons scem to have paid
some attention to the subjeel; the rest, I
am [ully confident, lmw never bestowed
a single thmjn'hi 11p3n M, at least pot one
{hat could (lesm'vc e ame. Were 1 ever
so much inclined to put a favourable con-
struction upon ther molives that dictatod
their hostility (1 cannot eall it by a bettor
name) to the undertaking, whieh, it is the do-
sign of this cssay” to recommend strongly
and carnestly, I should yot be extremely at
a loss to account for it, so devoid of all ra-
tionality, and even common sense i it ; and,
certainly, without the least shadow of {act Lo
countenance it. This 1 hope to prove in
the coprse of the succeeding strictures. I
do not, however, mcan (o deuy, that: tlm

Eastt Indians will have to overcome any: obs
b

”
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stacles whatever trs their attempt to colonize
the f:(;untry. Doubtless, taey will !}gv& to”
combat with sevegal %end great difficuliies ;
but they are by nu means such as to be in-
surmosnintable.  If undertakings of less im-
portance and magnitude arve not unattended
“with impediments and toils, 1t 18 most rea-
sonable to expeet, that an undertaking of
such immense importanee and extent as the
colonizatiew- ol Elindoosthan by Rast Indi-
ans must be accompanied with much more
toil and difficulty. If, however, they must
colonize the country, that is, if the necessi-
ty of their doing it has been sufficiently and
satisfacﬁtorily evince{l,cl would beg leave to
ask, when and how, then, ave these impedi-
ments to be removed ?.¥s it wheun the cotg-
try will be thrown open to foreign coloni-
zation 7 Can nothing be dope unless fo-
reigners have a finger ifthe pie?  Or will
it be said, that the aid of foreigners must
be waited for? That such ideas are chime-
rical, uiay be easily proved. In the first
place, our wiso politicians are well aware,
that there are no prospects of the country’s
being thrown open to immigration. In the
next place, the cxisting impediments must.

be removed before the influx of foreigp co-
' 0

f

—
=



30 )

lonies can prosper. I #hey are to remove
*them, the Last Funedvanes ci likewiso do it
for ilmmwlwa ‘Slwﬂ?ihl “Ilh not be admit-
ted, it would then lnlluw ilml all l]llllng
must be presiously sset m order in Ml{'h i
manner as (0 enable $he cmigrants, on their
arrival, to prosecute their labours success-
fully, otherwise they must be foiled, and
prepared te retrace their footsteps to their
respective countries,  But whera svas such
a thing ever known as attempis 4o elear
away the obstacles to eolonization ere the
arrival of the colonists? The Romans woero
not thus (avoured ;.hd Aancricans less: and
the recent enterprizets it Alvicn least of all.
The Romans, 1t might be said, romoved the
impediments wl:wh obstrueted their way at
the point of the sword ; and the same will,
perhaps, be gaid of what the Americans did
in some nstances?  Bul those were obsig-
cles of a different natare from what the FKasi
Indians will have to contend with. Thoy
had to make room for themselved in tho
country to which they lmmigrated, to sub-
due the original possessors of thosg ecoun-
tries, and to combat with various othor such
diﬂicultmﬂ. The FHast Indians will have no
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gsuch thing to do, Their way is compara-
tively smoolh belorp them sthey live undar
powerful pt'ﬁtecm:;p .they have only to put
their hands to the plough, and prosper. Let
us again, Tor a moment, advert to the facts
connccted with the different attempts to
colonize the conuntrics already once or twice
mentioned.

When the first setilers in America Immi-
orated tg the country which now gives them
a name,,was it previously prepared for their
reception ? or rather, were they not sensible
that they would be obliged to do it them-
selves? And éid« tlf«ey ~not, by steadiness
and perseverance,secure prosperity ? T hat
the Llast Indians should be able to do less,
after the state of things has been hr(mr.-*ht
to that train which the Americans had to
labour through ineredible havgships in or-
der to cllect, must be regardedas frivolous
talle. Again, the Alvrican colonists entered
upon the work undor far less favourable cir-
cumstanfees than the Americans, 'Who can
- help being struck with astonishment at the
detail of the singular trials which they had to
endure, and are still groaning under? Who
can help admiring the perseverance of spirit
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actuates them in their praiseworthy ohjeet ?

Their sufferings are t‘\er\llﬁ ; bat let them
not Lunt for a sweﬂt Jgowand awaits the

progress of their magnanimous eaneer. i
umlet' sueh LI’I’(‘llltlHtiﬂ](‘{“{, {hey have prm-—
pered, and are prosperingythe fiast Indians,
who have no rea.on to apprehend the
immense obstructions which opposed the
progress of the Amedican colonists, and
much less those which the African settlers
had to contend with, cannot but sucCeed in
their attempts 1o colonize the country. 'They
arg firmly and peaceably established in the
.
couniry which their afeettors have gbtain-
ul for them, acounted,wllichi bll{)it}ll]‘ytll{}
richest in the world, but in whieh the carth
higiost spontancously yields, her fruits to
the tonch of her children, A Targoe portion
of it has beep all along keptin a state of
tolerable cultivation] and they will have per-
feel security in forwarding their no legs
praiseworthy undertaking. A varied Y, ol 1in-
pﬁ(‘lll]Lllih have Dbeen nwnlmmwl, wlm*h,
it s supposed, render the practicability of
Liast Indians eolonizing the country, doubt-
lul: we shall examine the most hmportant
> them.,
G
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And first of all; it is said, the climate of
India presents a fcrmidable barrier m the
realization of t,he hope of East Indian colo-
nists. lam at loss to conceive what could
inducd any one who had the smallest expe-
richce or Lknowledge of the real nature of
the climate of this country, to suggest such
a sad impediment to its colonization by
means of Bast Indians ! They vught to be
fully -aware, that the cmnp]aints we are
daily doomed to hear about the' insalu-
brity of the climate, do not spring from
the aborigines, and certainly from only a
few of the East' Indizns, If foreigners feel
the effects of the cliniate to which they lmve.
not been inured by length of residence, are
we to admit their claims, and condemn it ¥
Ganjam and other parts of India are said to
~be ihe graves of Buropeans. . Well, and so
it may be, without its having any thing to do
with lhc nature of the Llunme of. lndm in
general } otherwise, we might with ag much
propriéty tax England for being a worse

. climate than ]l]diﬂ, because some East In-

“dianshave,during their residence there, been
-Vcomplete] y o1l pplbd Jfthe heat and vaponp
~of Hindoosthan have proved destructive to
- ‘Buropeans, the cold, fog, &c. of Epgland

J_'.i
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have slain iheir hundreds of India, How
“can a place at ore thl*omlfy of the globn, be
pmmbly expected to*prove friendly to the
constitution of one who comes all of a sud-
den to residevin it, from a place whero the
seasons, scenes, and ‘anner of life of the
people are diametrically opposite to thode
of it? Yet, is it not a fact, that only a few,
comparatively speaking, of such Europeans
as lead sober lives, have fallen-the vietims
of the climate of India ? = The raging of the
cholera must not ‘he meuntioned, since we
are pretty certain, that there is scarely a
country in the world tf which it has not ox=
tended its dreadful rdvages. In other re-
Spacts, the natives and Iiuu&,t Indians do not
fgel more from the affects of the elimato. of
India than the Buropeans do 'in their rew
spective countries. Il they too aro heard to
complain at timesy it must be moro fr 'O
¢matation than any real cause, We are sutis-
fied, however, that the aborigines hbave no
manner.of objection to be allowed to*remain,
in the country of their forefathers. T'hey
love 1t passing' well ; yos, even as well as
those love theirs, who claim the fuirest spot
in the wuniverse as their own.. This impodi-

ment,theref ore, lies move in 11113 dolicals cor
G2
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struction of the constitution of ['m'mwtqu,
than in the elimate of India fiself, 1f this be
allowed, then thencorummtmn of India by
means ol Europems must be viewed us a
somewhat preposierorns project, and thoso
who recommend it m@st bear the imputation
of cruelty. There cannot exist any yery
material differcnce in the constitution of the
aborigines and Bast fudians, butmwhat arises
from the difference in the nature of the ex-
ercises «to which their bodies have been
subjected from early life ; in other respects
they are the same. If the birth and the
constant residence ofithe former have inur-
ed them to the elinlsute, the similarity of
those circumstances places the East Indians

in precisely the same condition : with this in

their favour, that the food to which they havo
been accustomed from their infancy has a

' ”
greater tendency o forea more active and

robust constitution than that of the genera-
lity of the aborigines, which commonly is
rice, anfd vegetables, and pure water, And
yet, wonderful to conceive, they live nearly
as long as the inhabitants of Europe, who
fare better in many respects! 1# must be
bad climate indeed to do so much with such
eisignificant means of forming the cansti-
Jution !
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Itis feared, that the heut of the st would
prevent the Etst Indsgus fron W{}I'lilll“‘ n
their ficlds at mid- -y, » This must firsi bo
sct beyond adoubt,ere it can be eumnvmlml
along with the variety of other impvd'lmcnf'-i
that ave, I am convieod, too hastily sup-
posed (o threaten failure in the attempt to
colonize. Whai say the Fast Indians them-
selves? Are they surh milksops as to re-
volt at the idea of exposing themselvestoihe
effects of the san, and ready to ery out that
they have made the experiment, and are ob-
liged to confess that they arve torribly afraid
of being scorched 2 T giwe theso scareerow-
manufacturers a chatteo of establishing their
ill-omened position, I will beg leave to re-
guest answers to the [ollowing few plain
questions, viz. Are not llllll(ll‘(‘(lh ol Rinst,
Indians daily scon sirolling through the
streets of the cityy without the vecommoda-
ation of chata-burdars? Arve these burn
by the fexvent rays of Phoebus, and redue-
ed 10 cinders? Are there not Jthers of
them in the habits of encountering all the
hardships of a sealaring lifo, amidst the up-
roar of jarving clements, the streams of
scorcling sunbeams, and the floods of innn-
datipg rain, storms, and tempests ; hoat ahd
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cold, wet and dry? Do they not all prove
equally inclfectual it deterfing them from
again venturing tlmn}_s@lvcs near the yawn-
ing gull and on the faithless waves? How
many Of these, may it mot be -asked, have
there been struck te déath by coup de soleil,
or blown to atoms by the infuriated winds ?
Agk the laskar, whether he ever put an
East Indian’s fortitud®s {o the blugh ¢  [lave
the latter run up the shrouds with less agi-
~ lity, or reefed the bursting topsails with less
placidity of countenance? llave theyshrunk
with cowardice, when their captain, pointing
to the yard- arm’"‘di'pptlm at every roll into
the foammn' deep, "bidethem take their sta-
tion there? Are the miserable Ilindoos’
capable of doing these things? [1lnot, and,
they experience no harm from the effects of
the climate, I ask, is there not every likeli-
hood of the EastIndians parsuing the peace-
ful occupation of farmers with every pros-
pect of success? Moreover, was il nover
known, that some of them getting astride of
dromedaries, traversed the banks of the
Nurbuda beneath the killing beams of a
vertical sun, amidst clouds of suflocating
dust? Were they never seen manfully
figiiting against the disallected Bhoungla’s
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warlike legions, and braving the lwry wea-
pons_ that flew g with, destruction” ount of
the thindering jaws ol lus artitlery ! Let the
intrepid Goorklm suy, whether the death-
dealing arms of the.last Indiand lost” their
executive powers inhe gagaminent fields un-
der the melting effects of the sun ; or were
they enervated by the pernictous tendency
of the clunate? Let these questions be
plainly answered, and it will at once bo
proved, that the impediments in reference
to climate are imaginary. I awm persuaded,
as well as they wmust be, who are able to
speak from eiper;,ug,,,th&t though the lot
of the Kast Indians jvere cast in the hotlest
'part of Hlindoosthan, itwould notin the least
prove an obstacle 1o a successfnl prosecu-
tion of the pursuits recommicuded here.
Bot how poor will the arguments in fa-
vour of the impediment under considoera-
tion appear, when we call to mind, that Eu-
ropean mariners bear the uimost bruat of
the climate, as well as, il not inwmany in-
stances better than, the hardiost Jag-
kar that cver crossed the line! U the in-
habitants of a region, above whose horizon
the stin, as it were, just peeps, and causes
his‘limbs to shiver into a mortification indhe
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removes of his 'geni‘al rays, can contrive to
support existence, aml earn n honest live-
lihood, without compl.ﬁnmg half s6 much as
our metropolitan friends, is it not fair to ad-
mit, thit the Bast Indign, whose birthplace
and habitation lie ben%ath the torrid zone,
would be able to endure his own climate
with a far better grace? It would reflect
no little shame, were it.otherwise.» Further,
look at the European soldiers, combating

‘with a climate to which they have not been
accustomed. Look at the Euaropean indi-
go planters: are they not gener: ally a healthy
class of pe(}ple vin~spite-of the supposed
deadliness of the '“@ffé"ts of the said-to-be
bad climate ? What an cffeininate race of
people would thny not make of the Bast {n-.
dians? I beg ])LI‘ITII&HIOH to ask the Kast
Indians, dt)ea it not hehoom them to endea-
vour to silence our impediment-makers, by
proving beyond a doubt, that there is no
foundalion for the ill-acquired impression
that has® gone' abroad -concerning their
incapability to undertake any thing tlmt 1S
praiseworthy? Is not the time yet come
to show, that they only require to have the
way 1o seek their best interests pointed
ouf'? Is it necessary, that others- must
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“think for them, and teach*them what thoy ate
"to do in order to ‘segure to themselvos
a field of action, whl‘!?li, every thing, that is
connected with their present an{l future
welfare as a.people,imperiously ‘ealls"apon
them to occupy? Nojol think 1 shall be borne
out in saying, that they have only waited fot
an opportunity to exert their dormaut enor-
gies ; and that their peculiar condition has
hitherto precluded their attending to the
most important step they should take; that
their minds were till now completely en-
grossed with attending to the adquisition of
those things which thg support of existence
imimediately réquireds; and as thesé necos-
darily placed them in a quarter where it was
not only to be attended to, but where they
could not properly acquire that information
regarding the facilities of the interior to
ensure them betier livelihoods, without
which pradence demanded thut théy
should be cautious in their movemonts. I
need not male any apology for this digres«
sion, if so it should he congidered by any
ohe. o S |
It is true, we hear them, as woll as the
Europ@ans; complaining of heat undoer toil;
We see them sweating beneath the pressute
-
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of fatigue and exbaustion, in common with
Europeans ; but doss not every Hindoo or”
Musulman compfgm dikewise, undel” simi-
Jar cireumstances? There is not an indivi-
dual among them, who, after returning from
following his team, wild not ery out Kee-rod!
or Bura-dhoop ! and so forth. So long as
the East Indiaus are formed of flesh and
blood, they wust in«an equal dggree with
others, be subject to these minor but com-
mon effects of all climates. These are el-
fects not alone of elimate, but the concom-
mitants of labour and industry, and to avoid
which, we must legyv thla world in search
of another where me do not live ¢ by the
gsweat of their brow,” ﬂ,lld where there is né
Suil. ) f
With respect to the aborigines in India,
a Hindoo or Musulman lad of 10 or 12
years of age, will tend the flocks and herds
of his parents all the day long; but be it re-
membered, that when he begins to find the
sun toorpowerful, he makes no objection to
betake himself to the shelter of some neigh-
bouring friendly trees. If this privilege is
conceded to the East Indian, what is there
in the nature of things to prevent *his re-
garding such a thing in any other light‘than



( 61 ),

as an impediment to kis undertakings !
*Many of them are awave, that with all their
parenlhl in Jlll'lLthIlS, Mlvlg e and admonition,
they cannot restrain {heir boys, and, not
unusually, their girls.also, from rinnixg and
romping about in thasun during the hottest
pari of the day. Let a sct of trap-bats and
balls be thrown in their way, with liberty to
knock abopt the balls when, whore, and how
they please, and I have reason to be por-
suaded, that they would so lititle mind the
sun, that they would rather forego their or-
dinary meals than not be on the greens. A
ericket matcheat twelge would do no more
harm to their constilgtion than the 1dlling of
bur milksops beneath the vefroshing pusts of
‘the pendulating puniha. No greater ovils
‘would befall our East Indit youths, from
sporting in the sun, than those which hap-
'pen to the skateys in the serpentine canal
in St. James’ Park., Zhey are ablo to decido
this question, whose children are nearly the
whole of the day in tho open air and sun, at
some allowed or f{orbidden play; but
withal are the healthiest, strongest, and
cheerfullest children in the city, If the
skins and complexions of the youngsters

are not cared much about, the sun woudd
2
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not prove inimical to their health. Give an
East Indian lad a tuttoo, and he would kilf~
it outright in the Spage of a week, by gal-
loping him all Hay long in the san, Counld
he ncy, ass well follow and tend a flock of
sheep, or a herd of cows, with the help of
shady trecs to afford him a refreshing re--
fuge from the heatl of the sun when it be-
comes overpowering? I am of opinion,
however, that the Kast Indian colonists
need not absolutely to labour in the heat of
the day out of doors, as the abotigines are
most inconsiderately wont to do.  If thie eo-
lonists could preyail wmon themselves to turn
out of bed at 5 (itnwoxilﬁl(f not he requiring
too much to suggest their rising even car~
lier) in the morning, and proceed to their .
fields forthwithy with their breakfast in theid
pockets, they would be able by 8, to go
through more work thap the aborigines, -
who seldom begin theirs till long after sun-
vise. They could then fall to their break-
fast, ang despatching it without unneces-
sary delay, resume their occupation at
the team or hoe till 10: by which time
they would have pushed through more
business than they would, were theyto toil
at, mid-day. Such a plan would preserve

ﬂ



(53 ),

them from unnecessary exhaustion, and en-
»able them to return (o their ficlds in the
cool =of the afternogn,’with more vigour
than they would otherwise db. During the
interval 1hus secured,they could advaptage-
ously em ploy themselyes within doors, or un-
der shady topes, in some mechanical work ov
manufacture. This plan would also pre-
vent their cattle from being pulled down so
soon as the poor beasts that ave used by the
aborigines. Qur Hast Indian scribes sel-
dom go to their office before 10, where they
usually remain till four. The colonists

would have ﬁniqhul;ihf most interesting

part of their employment before the oflice
hour of the former, U'hey wonld, mnru,wvr
have the best part of the day to altend to a
variety of such things as swould procure
them considerable sums of ready money,
Bestdes which, since thoy would not have
to plough every duy in the year, what a
deal of time could they command for other
useful purposes! DBy devoting thejr morn-
ings, and part of their evenings to agriculs
ture, thoy would realize morce than suflici-
ent to maintain themselves and familios, and
their wmanufacturcs, &c. wonld yield them
the means of growing into respeotability,
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The most ostengible argument respecting
the intlpractic*abilitygof colonization I have’
yet heard, is, thal the Last Indians will
never be able to reduce their economy to
that scale; which is a sfriking feature in the
affairs of the lower orders of the aborigines.
If the cconomy of the latter is to be view-
ed in the light of virtue, 1 would ask, Does
not the argument goto prove, that the Iast
Indians are not capable of exercising it 7 If
imperious necessity be asigned as the cause,
would not the same cause have a corre-
sponding effect, as it respects the Fast Indi-
ans ! To sucha pasy, alash are the East
Indianscbrought, that\none are inclined to
allow, that they are fit, or can be made fit, td
order their affairs according to the extent
of theirresources, whether the motives ariso
out of necessity or virtue! This sounds
very bad indeed. O! thpt it should bo in-
sinuated, that the pecople of all other
countries in the universe can suil them-
selves tp thelr circumstances, except the
Fast Indians ! Waere the surmise correct,
I would not hesitate a single moment to
pronounce the aborigines of Iindoosthan
to be superior in every respect (o thre Bast
Indians. But it becomes us to exumina&into
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the matter a little more, carefully, and (o
*find out the real fact, hefore we can fancy
ourséives at liberty % frame such unnatu-
ral imputations. " ‘

The objection seems to be founded~tpon
the assertion, that the ahorigines live upon
three rupees per month, to which rate ol
economy, it is presumed, the East Indians
will never he able to 1'g,duce themselves ; so
thattheir plan of colonization must, of course,
prove abortive, and they must coniinue as
they are, and look fearfully forward for the
approach of the eventful era which must
needs entail indescgib%lp misery upon their
progeny. If by the gssextion, that the na-
fives live upon thrce rupees per month, is
meant that each individual of the aborigines
can live upon that sum per mensem, it is al-
lowed to be possible ; but if thercby it is in-
tended to affirm, that each aboriginal fami-
ly, of whatever extent, lives upon it, 1 would
beg leave to give it a flat denial.

Did the Llast Indians indeod oxpect no-
thing move than the insignificant monthly
income that rewards the labours of the abo-
rigines, an insuperable bar would at once
be tliréwn in the way of colonization, and
iy endeavours to recommend it should
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merit laughter; but fortunately for the Kast
Indians, their case is not yet grown so des-
perate as all that, a8*l {rust to be able to
show in the course of this essay.

Méney is looked upon as the only pro-
curing cause of the support of existence—
money is the infallible pivot on which all
snccess turns—money 1s the thing that
rouses the energies of all classes of men—
there i¥ none who thinks it worth his while
to start any plan, without making money the
hook of success—in short, every thing is
made {0 bhang upon money ;—which has
now, what mustc wal lopg ago said by a ce-
lebrated dramatist to juossess,

~—Chayms to soothe tho savage brédst,
To soften 10cks, nnd bend the knotted oal. /

““ Moncy makes the mare to x0,” and,
therefore, the Fast Indians must be made to
go about the most important business (next*
to the concerns of a [uture world) he has yet
to set himself to, with a silver goad! The
aborigines, it is allowed by all parties, natu-
rally require such an impetus {0 their le-
thargic movements, and therefore, the Bast
Indians have a formidable stumbling-block
in the path by which they hope t¢ arrive
ak the smallest portion of independence! 1

f
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do not mean to say, that cousidering the
bt L] » & . ‘ "
present stateof Asial?q sociely, moncey 1s

e I

not in some measure hecessary to the attain-
ment of any object mno; I only object to the

stress that is so waeh laid upon it, as i with-
out it nothing could Be done. s there no-
thing in the world, that will be allowed fo
be the procuring causc of money itselfl ?

What cane-money dovithout labour, with-
ouf industry, without enterprise ?

The aboriginal farmers hive upon the pro-
duce of their fields during several months
in the year, and afterwards have recouvse
to their Muhajuns, ﬁfﬁn*sn“f&ply them with
corn, 1 allow, at andexorbitant valuation.
This debt is liquidated 1n kind at the time

Yo[ ingathering ; but & surplus is almost al-
ways in the barns of the cultivators, upon
which they live tll the month of May or
June, when they once move apply to their
Muhajuns both for seed and food, which are
supplied al the eurrent price. This Muha-
junee system invariably leaves the pdor cul-
tivators entirely at the merey of their corn
creditors 3 but the latter are interesied in
cnntimiing itheir dealings with thew, though
an unsuccessful season or two should pre-
cludq the possibility of their realizing tile

4 X N
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value of their adyances immediately. They
must ardvance on, pr they must wash theirs
hands of outstanding~bulances.  Rigorous
methods would drive the farmers to the ne-
cessny of absconding ; and if they are pro-
secuted in a court of justice when found,
the process is attended with more expense
than the sum proposed to be realized.
They, therefore, adept the wiser plan of re~
peating their advances, which gives them
the only chance of recovering their dues.
After the last crop of rice has been gather-
ed, and the accounts settled between the
debtor and cuedigot, most of the poorest
classes'resort to the npighbouring towns and
cities in order to gain a livelithood, and hé-
fore the time of sowing arrives, to save, ify
possible, enough to pay the rent of the land
they occupy, which, il they are not able to
do, their Muhajuns enaldle them to do, that
is, pay it on theirpart. Thusit will be per-
ceived, that the farmers support themselves
and their families during several months in
the year without handling a single rupce.
They obtain various articles of domestic
use, such as oil, salt, fish, &c. by bartering
paddy for them. In general, the "cultiva-
lons are carried on by some of the members
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of the lamnily, the father, brother, son, or ne-
“phew, while at the bd*l’lﬂ time, one or two
o0 té”"the towns to easn ready money. lItis
th(, latter who usually receive not more than
three rupees per month, which cirenms#ance
would appear to haveygiven tise to the opi-
nion, that the nutives live only uwpon threg
rupees per month, while in reality it 18 no
such thing; It is overlooked, that while
those Individuals are earning that amount
abroad, the hands at home are carrying on
a variety of cultivations, besidos rice, to add
to the means of support  When an indivi-
dual has none- b(:-si(lvx;;s hiuy,clf Lo nianage
bis affairs in the muut;'_y, |,]L seldom or never
fentures abroad in quest of three rupees
per wonth.

To decide the matter of*the support af-
lorded by three rupees per month, we need
only malce a siall galeulation,  Suppose an
ndividual to have a wile, and only two c¢hil-
iren : what quantity of rice per diem would
sflice to keep them alive? Wes cannot
dlow them less than ove seer and a balf for
both meals, which would make 45 seers por
month, and which, at the rate of two rupees
per mfund, (1t is cheaper in some places,
and (ﬂ!eamr at others: wetake the average)
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comes to two rapees {our annas, the balance
in his favour is 12 annas. I\ow I demand,~
by what sort of c: mlvu,luuou can it her made
out, that ml, salt, firewood, v@getal)lex or
fish, Lone .or other of Ih ese two last articles
he must have to make rice eatable,) house-
rent, clothing, Wdhhl[lﬂ shaving ; pots and

Lo

pans, baskets and bmoms- the defraying of .

holiday expenses, and a variety of other mi-
nor charges, are to ln., p!‘{)i’l(](}d for at the
costof only 12 annas? OQurmeturs and mush-
alchees, 1t will be said, are not farmers; how
do they contrive to maintain themselves for
four ov {ive l‘llp%t‘é pav mounth.? I am glad the
income ol our native vdtmostics are [}{}“ll'llllllu‘

to advance from three to four rupees. ]ﬁa'

sounds well : we must nevertheless pursue

our investigation, and it will not be my fuudt
if I cannot give it a higher lilt, Well, then,

the muskulcke@s and #etwrs live upon four-
~or five rupees per nmmh But are not the
Metvme%, Meturs too? Do they not usu-
ally earp better wages than their aood hus-
bands ? If the wman lmppens to be a doori-
ya, the woman is profitably employed as
sweeper, Here is cent per cent.  The five
rupees, have all at once S“’L“Ld ap Lo ten

rypees pm:,__nmnth! | ,lhey are, however,
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the most shabby and beggarly sct ol peo-
f.,ple in town. 'Thisis hot the fault of.the 10
rupees per month ; hgf fic on them, and all
¢ Jicensed retailers of wines *and other spi-
rituous liquors,” they are such incorrigible
topers! And our Mu&lmluhecs are they Hin-
doos or Mussulmeens ? If fTindouos, they are
invariably of the Lowice or Kaora caste,
which does not prevent théir females from
serving our ladies as (Zyeﬁ §; going into the
jungles and gathering bundles of sticks for
the markets ;. employing themselves as beate
ers of the roofs of new houses’; or procuring «
the Teaves of.the date tree, and therewith
muking mats for” aﬂ. By any of these
anethods they nsually’ contrive to auin near-
ly as much as their hushands. Wo may in -
ke manner go thiough the whole train of
our dnmestms, and, at least, double the
amount of their inadequate gleanings in our
services. Does not this detail ol facts star-
tle our impediment-hawkers?  And will it
still be maintained, that the natives are in
the habits of supporting themselves for three
rupees.per month? 1f any eredit would be
given to my stating a fact, I could name an
East Indian who once mado the experi-
ment (by necessity ), whose table did not



(62 )

cost him more than nine rupecs per month,
thonglt he had four.bellies to feed besides:
his own, and who jft‘l{d?*t)“’ltltlgeﬁ to (h® pre-
sent day, that' he enjoyed more real com-
fort then,than when he alterwards ways in
the receipt of 800 rupees per month! But
more thanh a bundred such stances, with
the exception of the comfortable part of it,
could be adduced, and which would satis-
factorily go to establish the point, that the
cirgumstances of the Bast ludians may be,
and in many cases arce brought alinost on a
level with those of the aborigines®.

* Since writing the akove, I hive had a dight of an. mticls in
the Quarterly Series of the Friend'yf Ifuli:t, No. 12, on the ¢plonizne
tion of India by Europeans, and find, that instead of three, they allow
four rupees per month, on an averago, for the support of a nutive, his';
wife and famuly, (see p. 38.) This does not, however, materially
alter the case. If my remarks on this poind ho covrect, they npplrx;
with nearly, if not ohtirely the same foree 1o the asseriton heroe allnd-
ad to, The wriler of the article mentioned, further olkeves, in the
game page, that ° a Buropean would he miserable with ten times that
sum: it would searcely purchase for his family the common necowyp-
ries of lifo, leaving nothing for old age, and wllow of no provision for
the educntion of kis children, who must gradually lose the peeulinri-
tios of the Laropemn, and imbhhe the vices of tho Asintie chargeter,”
Although what [ have said in the body of the Kesay obviates tho no-
cagsity of taring any notico of the ohicetions have stated, yet I may
be pormitted to add a very fow words by way of note.  If this re-
mark, which is evidently founded upon an erroneous caleulation, bo
just, the objection may apply to the colonization of Indin by Europe-
ans, but ennnot apply o the colonizution of Iindoosthan by Tast Ine
dians, who, upon my plan, neet not fenr the consequenges approhend.-
ed by the writer of the remark In question. They maf, without
hesitation, set i, down as a thing quite possible, that ore they he.
coe superannuuted, and thereforo helpless, their children will be
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Although it is not necessary to carry this

spart of the question any ml'm-iher, of 1 order
Ty LS
old enough to maintam and comfort them, by, earryigg on their Duste
noss,  1f they have no rons, they may adopt into their fumily o1phan
and other mdigent hoys, whose pirents would perhagy be glad to part
with thom for such o pirpose ; or, a8 horeafter recommonded, they my
1eceive npprontices ; and if they agnnot themselves oducato their chil«
dien in their leisure hours, of which, I hiave alveady shown, they will
command many, several of them may join togother, atud omploy a quit
lified Fwropean or Bast Indian to do it, who may be peid for his la-
bour ny Tohabod Crane was, who, wo me (old by Geaflray Crayon in
his ¢ Legend of $he Sleepy Holloy} “was according 1o conuntry cug-
tom in those pmts, boarded and lodged at thoe houses of the furmers
whose childven he mstrueted : with these (adds the author) he lived
succesaively & week ab a timo; thus going the rounds of the neigh-
bourhood, with ull his worldly effects tied up in a cotton handkor-
chief.” Without recommending exactly the systom of Tehabod, we may
sny, somo such plan, which will readily suggest itself to our colonisty,
might oasily he adopted to secure quleeent education for their children,
Wo cannot ndvert to the cancluling part of the olijection without
great surprise. Whatover he rﬁﬂplmuhzrrﬁfw of the £ uroptan charactey,
é“ uy it matters hittle, if the ubson®e of them does not amount to a THE
cepsury exchange for the vices of the dsigtie. That it does xint, wo
readily avow ns onvdocided opinion.  We du not beltove, that thero
iy such o necessary connevtion betweon the twe, o that y o Tiuw
ropoan's merely sotling up as o fprmer, or In mty other eapreity in
Asin, (for they need not neglect ihe education of theiv childeon
whoervover they are,) thoy will, without any posaibility of avedding,
cateh the infeetions wicked Rablts of its inhahitants; nov do wao bes
lovo that the sod, wiv, and edueation of the Inbourlng class of peaplo
of lurapo, are s superior as to place them hayond tho roach of nll thoso
vices which provail amongst tho Asinties, exeept it bo that of idelats Ys
which, however much it is to bs vogrotied, oxists in eviey (livlrs
tian country, - in some, in the worst senso of the word, find in athor,
in o more refined shape! Although I ditfer in somo points with the
writer of the urlicle already alluded to, I haive much plensure In po
commenaging it to tho perusal of my readers, for ity just oxpositre of the
injustice aud impolicy of My, Wheatloy's plan, of which it is n roviw,
end the judicions replies to tho objoctlon ho has thrown ont apaingl
Christinni®y, which I have been not o little sl prised to find in o pame
phlet, the subject of which has not the wost distant sonnestion Kith
the &rgh ov fulsehood, ov the prinviples of tho Chrlstian nyaton:,
'
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that the East Indians might have a compre-
hensive detail of the eircumstances of the'
farmers, and thoreby"be enabled to "form a
correct estimate of the facilities and diffi-
culiids they would meet with in the event of
their making up their fuinds (o colonise the
country, I fcel myself called upon to make
a lew additional remarks.

In most of the districis in the Bower Pro-
vinces, the native farmers usoally procure
fish, oil, salt, and many other necessaries of
life, as 1 have already stated, by bartering
ricefor them; but the produce of the paddy
fields is not th¢ onv!yﬁfjihing they have to de-
pend upon for the supmport of their families,
In addition to this, they have their sugar-
canenustard,sesamum,pease,pulse, potaios
of sorts, gram, plantains, bulbous roots, and
vegetables of various deseriptions ; melons,
barley, ginger, turmeri¢, onions, garlie,
chillics, cotton, &e. All these, with the ex-
ceplion of the first and last articles, they
convey to market, and dispose of for ready
mouney, by which means, they are enabled
to bhring home such articles of domestic
necd or agricultural utility, as they require
to supply themselves with immediately. In
this instance, it appears that labour in the

™

.
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procuring canse of money. It would now
sseem to be a fif opportupity for their vldding
thenmolves from the ml(ﬁﬂm grasps of thew
BMuliajuns 3 but %u[}{ll'mnuma PLHes are so
dreadtully in their way, that on them- they
must lay out the best gartof their extra earn-
ings, through dread of disgrace and inlau-
my, which leaves their Mubajuns as mueh
their lords as cver. ,

The sugar-cane 18 manufactared into su-
gar by a remarkably cheap and casy pro-
cess; but as the manufecturers receive wl-
vances for this article likewise, the Bluha-
jnns usually make w’a%wgli the most part of
it, though il is true tlmy advance really mo-
ney forit. The cm!ou shares a similar fate,
and leaves the enltivators under the neces-
m‘l’y ol procuring cotion from tlre hazar for
the use of the spiuners at hoote, who spin
M into theead,  The thread thus obtained,
18 woven for fhem into cloth by the weavers,
who are not seldom paid with paddy for theiv
trouble. 11 will be observed, that L have con-
finedmynotices to theinhabitants ofthe poor-
cst part of the country, 1 have dono this
purposely to show, that with all the conse-
quence and value, we arve in the habits of as-
cribm%}; to the shining power of things, therer

6
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arc men, and those of the agriculinral deno-
mination too, who Jo cer .:1.11113 conirive {o-.
secure support {or themselves and families

without havind wuch to do with cash, and

who set virtually fay ont conside ably more
than three rupees per, mounth. It is worthy

of ]lrllil(‘Uldl‘ remark here, tlmi notwithstand-
ing their notorious indolence of charv: wefer,

1]1@ aborigines are dl)le to furnish them-
sclves w lth the necessaries of lile, which,

such as they are, could not be procured for
three rupces per month in hard cash, * if
sach is the ecase with the despised abori-
oines, it must he or 1131:{4{1 that the Fast Indi-
ans would be 11}]0 tosurpass them in every
respeet, and that there can be nothing in the
natare of things to prevent their deriving
betier support from the adoption of the
means recommended to them than the for-
mer with their celebrated economy. Where-

then arc the impediments which prevent
their cheerfully, vigorously, and success-
fully entering upon the plan of coloniza-

rl'

tion ?

Thus far, I have, 1 teust, faivly removed
every objection which has been urged to
the colonization of Ilindoosthan by Llast

indians. I shall now consider what appear
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to me something like obstacles.  The most
fomudablu of* these, 15""1-&:0 peculiar turn of
mind and feelings of the BastAndians thems-
selves. I verily believe, that scaveely a single
individaual of that body would hesifute a
moment to colonizé tlfe country, il they
could conmmand the meang of pucchasing
estates, that would yield such sins, as would
place it intheirpowerto matntain the rank
of gentlemen-larmers, whilst scarcely fifty
would step forward, in the absence of that
ability, to enter upon the occupation of
downright farmers ; drive tlmu' oxen bofore
them ; dlg‘ their lgnd”; i'u.;uml..mntc theie
indispensable furnitute ; “churn their but-
ter, &c. Cilrcumstanees, I some moea-
»surve, it s allowed, oblige them (o chooso
the employment of the copyist. The la-
Dborious, though varieguted and unlvpmuh
ent, life of lha fafmer, does noi seemm (o
hold forth such allurement (o their confin-
cd views, as driving their goose-quills etor-
nally in the capacity of mercenarios. They
are not, 1l 1s to be feared, given to mediinto
upon the circuinstance, that the oveupriion
of a sedentary transeriber, has, more than
any things else, a divect tendeney to ng-
dermine a man’s valuablo constitution, an
b 2 K
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eflect, which, though it be not immediately
perceptible to himeelf, is most cortainly’
seen by others,and {efCby his offspri u'éf who
are, thercfore, progressively degenerating
in those active qualities, the absence of
which so promiunently streikes our notice
in the characters of the pusilanimous abori-
oipes, OQur wrifers oughito be well aware,
that they, by no meays, escape reaping the
Sruits of a field ploughed with goose-quills.
Will they not admit, that they have found
themsehes more pulled down by lubour
at the desk of only a few hoursina day,
than when tirey ~b2ve. ocenpiecd them-
selves in a more rcbust or active work? Let
them ouly take the trouble to trace the pre-
sent eflects of the inactiye and dull lives they
lead, and they will find 1t an casy matier to
deteot the caunses, not only of their being
obliged touse spectacleshefore they regard
themselves old mien, but of all that debility
of their system which reduces them to the
unpleasant alternative of applying for pen-
sions. Uf what use are they to society after-
wards? Instead of flourishing in the meri-
dian of their powers, at {oriy, behold them
erceping through life, as if (it for nothing
bit to be shortly tumbled into their ready

-
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praves, aud all further remembrapee of
‘tllem obliterated by a Peemature tomb 1 A
individual of this {lthl'ipfnmn has the whole
of his energies exerciscd, or ulu"t'lmrlw

cd, for a scanty pension. Dociely has nothing
more to do with him, and he is a living mo-
nument of the unwholesome propensity to
seribbling for money! Aficer his departure
from a weorld of so.much folly, what be-
comes of those who have been conmmitied
to his care, not to be prematurely abandon-
éd to inevitable wretchedness, bot to bo
put in the way ol proving serviceable to
the community, and *aleng™ with that, to
themselves? What a !ullmn' reflection must
there not be produced in tht, minds of those
who have wasted their time In an orcupas
tion o whicl: they had no other reusons 4o
devole themselves but what consist in the
turn of their [celings, and the nature of theiy
sentiments respecting  those pursuits and
vocations of life, which, by other nations are
thought to be most desirable and hdnourw-

ble, wlwn they come to be laid on the hed of
death,surrounded by those unoffending erea-
tures whom they had heen the i1ustruments

' v ¥ .
of bringing into the world, and are about to
v
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leave, tho deserted victims of pitiable pride
and mdolcnw, i1 a.ph(,e, of which Lhe doors
to prosperity gre bHartd against thmn, and
beyond which there is mdeed nothing more
than a probable pension of a paltry pittance!
Isnot snch a spectaclé almost daily witness-
ed in the metropolis of Bengal? Is not the
prospect getting more gloomy apace? And
who can sum up the approaching evil?

The farmer draws his nourishment from
the very bosom of nature, and not after
her fraits have undergone changes by pas-
sing through fifty diﬂ'{,rum clmnncla. In
plainer l'mn'uawe «the nature of the cir-
camstances conneﬂtec’ with his industrious
line of life 1s such, that it not only prescrves
his constitution from -untimely decay, but -
removes him ata comfortable distance from
those scenes and localities which are im-
prognated with chagrio, and athousand per-
plexities to which the powers of the copyist
unduly fall a sacrifice, His field-labouars tend
to prouiote bealth, to which the salubrious
air of the couniry, and the absence of a
host of jarring cmotions which cxist in
the city, combine to contribute! While the
emaciated, spectre-like copyist of teumnw
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eity, at forly, totlers through exislence in
quest ol a prec: uimus maintenance, and
scanty pension af, lasf, "the hale and sturdy
farmu, at double Ilmt age seems to bloom;

whom, while the snow of longevily marks
out, as a traveller 1o another world, the
tokens of his being the “initiated child of
nature play upon his cheerlul visage: his firm
- gait indicates farther laborious properties,
and his unclouded ¢ountenance exhibiis the
badge which independence loves to bestow
upon those who court hor influence, whilchis
bony members declare that they could yet
make the earth yicld hev i ingrease, aud the
flcecy flocks their *tribule ! " Far remaoved
jrom the contaminatilg offocts of the haunts
of those who infeet even the air with discon-
“tent, and who dissipate gheir lives for
they know not whbaf, he inhales the sa-
Jubrious breeze of the enlivening fields,
which, as they shale the goldon harvest (hat
his hands have reared avound his rural abode,
walt serenity towards his breast, and the
smile of satisfaction plays on wm*y done
face that surrounds him, This owr bards
knew, and made their ready muses to pour
forth their enraptured lays in the celehra-
ton of it ;—~but when and where have they
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thought it worth their pains to sing an ode

to the .seribe®? Th;:re must be something

at the bottom of thd pyppensit& to serihbling
for money, which ‘e find so universally car-
rving evepy thing before it in the metropo-
lis of British India. My singular business
is to endeavour 1o clear the way of coloni-
zation ; and as the Mast Indians’ gaining their
precavious morsel chiefly by following the
profussion of clerks, appears to be a serious
tpediment {o 1t, every wmicans must be
used 1o remove it. I will thevelore trace it
to its very source, and point out how it ori-
ginates, and lmw it f\wnttmlly, and almost
irresistibly deatl'ﬂyq 1hé common impulse
which every man receives from natuve to

* Itseamathis assertion mustbo votypetad; for atlength, some friends
of the writer custs, numdd Willimm and Mary Lowitt, (which by the
way, is somewhat awlownrd; for if our Marys, and Anns, and Kittys
turn advocaics for the petr against us, wo must soon give up our eaudo
@1 hopeless,) have thoughi propor to hnnmn the oternally seribiding
insirument of our worthy tribe of writhes with—shall we eall it au
ode, or olegy, or whatr? for wo confess ourselves to be go litlle vovs.
ed in tho avt of manufacturing ¢ aivy nothings® into ¢ local habitu-
tiony, that wo might as well attompt Lo teace their lineal dencent
from ¢the wan in the moon,” as to tell what thiy exquisite piece of
homage to Tan Pev is —After nll, it may not-he improperly called,
tmarely e few stonzas: but whatever it is, and such as it is, the render
may see it in the Beleetio Roview for July 1827; and thess who think
themselves honoured by this signalization of the € arrow of their recret
will' are quite welcome to triumph at it: for eur parts, wo would have
thought it a greater sorviep done o ug, if it had been®hltogether
mthhuld from the public.
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help himself. But pgrhaps this syperior
*satisfaction is.regerved® fpr some one mroe
potent in talents, and Possessipe withal more
ocnuine philanthropy, more pu':-.:uu.sive
command of words and wisdom, more for-
tility of thought, and purity of diction, than
Addison himself possessed,who by means of
black and white secured the merit of hay-
ing reformed an age of folly. So be it. My
O]}J{E.Ot will be answered thereby; and when
it is accomplished, whoever may be the fa-
voured instrument, the devoted friend to
colonization might well clap his hands for
joy, even then"whey India ¢hall no longer
blush for the children,of Aer old age!

* It can hardly have failed to strike the
attentive mind, that the dlspomuon to which
1 allude, seews to oviginalo i the circum-
stances of the birth of the Hast Indians,
“their parentage aund oducation, and the
sphere 1n which they move, and the singular
constitution of the government under (he
sway of which they have been placed. The
majorit yof the present generation are either
the immediate offspring of Europeans, or
of theiy children. 'T'he chief, and probably,
the only object of the peregrination of Ii.
ropeans in this prolific country, is, with a

L
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solitary exception or two, the acquisition of
fortunes, with a vkefv to its enjoyment on’
their return to their fative Jand. Al their
pursuits are confined within this contract-
ed bound. Kvery undertaking has direct
reference to this: awd every faculty, fully
and most actively, is exercised to attain it.
India is not their birthplace, its gennine
sons are not their kindred, and ifs graves (if
such a supposition will be allowed) are not
to be opened for the reception of their bo-
dies. What is India to them, and they to In-
dia, beyond the securing of pecuniary inde-
pendence, or“moxe than a cbunting-house ?
what more than~a mart of lucre, to which
they resort, acquire their darling lacks, antd
anon spread ouwl the sails, and torn the
helms of their” Arguses towards their re-
spective {ransatlantic regions, which, most
fortunately for India, refoice in their sucs
cessful returning people. Bui when the
shores of this country arve distanced, the
good 6f the land, with all its wonders, is
consigned to forgetfulness |

The illegitimate children of these, are
necessarily abandoned to their doubtful for-
tunes, in the country which was thé fraitful
soil of their parents’ prosperity, Itrwauld
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appear, ihat they could not have been com-
‘mitted to a better plaé‘a,, but they are left
with their hands and¥ect manacled.  They
do not perish, it is true ; and many of them
are helped to find their way 1o England (o
receive an nglish editeation, where theynot
only receive that, but over and above acquire
a set of thoughts (their nursery having had
the effect of purgatory to destroy Asiatic
ones) more congenial to occidental than
oriental aflairs. There, as they secure tho
rudiments of learning, and assoclate with
beings who are not in the slightest dogreo
~ interested in thé concerns of ¢hat country to
which our education;hunters must fnevita-
bly return, and which will be the only placo
of their future abode, and field of labour;—
there, | say, by a common operation of sen-
timentsand adveniitious cirecumstances, they
Imbibea censurablaindifference forthe place
of their nativity, On their return to India,
they find the tone of public feeling so very
heterogeneous, and tho state of thgs so
very different from that which they hed
lately quitted, and their prospects of tempo-
ral prosperity so beclouded, that the first
springs‘of youthful ardour receive a blow so

irrcegverable, thourh not fatal, as checky
25
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and damps, and eﬂ"ectually cripples theener-
gies of their minds. hey secem to be petri--
fied with the sudden tatrn given o themideas
and feclings : ‘their plans and pursuits all
at once become so different from- what
they had been habitusted to, that they must
instantancously look upon themselves as
greater strangers in their own country than
where they went to have their minds en-
lightened, and their principles quahﬁed As
they are not by degrees prepared for the
unavoidable transition, they are plunged
in the midst of insurmountable obstacles
to whatever thgy propose to-adopt and pur-
sue, on-the violenf spur of the moment, as a
means of galmng alivelihood, and ultimate-
ly of securing a fortune. If ihey have the
boast of compctency, they for a time maifi-
tain that independenee of spirit which has
been implanted in their minds, in a land
where liberty floats in the ambient air 3 but
ag woney thus wasted makes daily a wider
and wider rent in their purses, the remain-
der soon makes wings to itsell, and flies
past recall. Penury and disgrace now begin
to make their unpleasant appearance, and
haunt their confused minds almost to des-
peration; and thongh with a nameless im-
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pradence, they launch into debt, and there-
‘by contrive to sport ot umtrf;gmdmﬂ cha
racteren little longe:qntlm permd ol length
arrives when all is at an end; and they ave

at a dead stand. Now conceive what they
can do in such a criticel jyneture, At which-
ever door they knock, the echo ol disaps
pointment causes their fainting bosom to
thrill with woes. lu some tlus naturally
enoligh proves a fatal overithrow of hope,
and with it a total wreck of probity and
honesty ! Their perturbed minds wander
away from the pleasant and safe path of
rectitude. W have watclked their foot-
steps, and found them dmwmng their woes
m the pernicious bowl. The last stage of
their wretched progressis anuntimely grave,
which (awful thought!) contpletes the loss
of both worlds, Others retain their notions
*of honour, which_ enebles them to take a
somowhat more steady survey of the appal-
ling scene. They find it necessary to come
to the determination of turning senibos, o
perish through hunger, or rot in the big
depot of misery whioh lies atl the end of the
gay Course at the southern oxivemity of the
city. ¥'rinciple actuates thom to resorti to
ihe Public offices, in which they remutn
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swelling with vexation, racked perpetually
with msappmnted Lopes, baflled schemes,’
and thwarted pur pcmfés ; exposed 1d the
piercing contumely of the greal ; harassed
with fears ; while their beart-strings are
ready to break to pieces at the forebodings
of what will ere long come upon their poor
unoffending and unprovided-for families,
when the king of terrors shall knack at their
doors, and call the: laope of their dem ones
to the burying-ground! If ¢ ecare” will
‘“make a young man grow gray,” here is
more than sufficient to pmduﬂe such an
eflect, and, Teadd, to  turi? him ere long
into clay” likewise. Bilt I have run through
the tragedy a little too rapidly ; for it shaul&“
have been related, that long before so dole-
ful a termination of their mortal career, they
perceive themselvesthe membersofa society
totally unlike the onein which they had very"
probably fondly cherished a hope of having
abundant opportumtles of moving, and per-
haps cuiting a congpicuous ﬁgure, on their
arrival in the country. In this eurious eir-
cle they encounter opinions, that partake
of a ridiculous admixture of half European
and hall Asialic ; dissipation withdut ge-
nuine cordiality ; ostentation without re-
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putation ; emulation without capacity; plans
*without resources ; and assumption' with-
out pentility. "l‘lley%miilnst, notwithstand-
ing all these, take up with it, or become ex-
iles in the heart of an over{lowingrmetropo-
lis; or they must prepare to return {o the
country from which they had a little while
ago embarked with all the pride of an
English education. This, however, thay
no Idnger can command the means of doing,
and there, according to the Indian proverb,
¢ 5 blind uncle is better than no uncle at all,”
they must prefer that which they cannot belp
choosing. VWhatcreatesthassunhappy state
of mind, which plrevents.,the Introduction
of nobler sentiments ig, as has been very pro-
perly observed by some, the society indivi-
duals move in, or thé books they are wount fo
pore over. livery streetis besctwith crowds
*of writers, and there is scarcely a house one
ogoes 1o, but whero one, or(wo, or more,
are to be seen ; and probably talking about.
the events trapspiring in the officesy which
is their most usual topic of conversation ;
and otherwise thelr conversation consisis
of nothing but wriling and writers, desks
and drawers, half margins and whele mar-
gins,.sectians and selections, salaries amd
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pensions, in so much that one would ima-
gine our Fas( Indiqﬁls to liave got into aif
element toially unpl\-ﬂig‘nated with per, ink,
and paper ; and that they are become their
meat ane drink, and comfort too. I do
not mean 1o say, that such a thing is un
anomaly ; for it is certain, that in like man-
ner, the followers of every other profession
are wont to have their minds engrossed with
the things and cire umstances mostfamiliar to
them. In process of time, their habits grow
upon them, ospecially where necessity cuts
off every chance of a successful result to
their pursuitse, They have ot the privilege
of choosing their assocmtas The higher
circles are not accessible to them, and when
they are, it is attended with cirenmstances
which in a very short fime compel them %o
shun them with feclings of utter dissatisfuc-
tion and mortification. On the other hand;
their ideas of superiority over the abori-
oines, whose mean practices, and vulgar,
not to say obscene deportment, cause them
to shrink away with disgust from their com-
pany. They retain the remnant of indepen-
dence of mind, while the natives glory in des-
picable subserviency:ihey stille the groan of
dependence, hut these thrive in servitude.
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Such of the East Indians as nevor left
»their native country, ‘enter the worlt with
a somgwhat differentdeeling : they have from
their earliest infancy, been l'unulmnmd with
the circumstances thai strike the cowmers
from abroad with embarrassing novelty,
and are not, consequently, alfected in the
same propottion. FThey are, in some de-
oree, rewnuled to their condition ; yet 1
canflot, on the whole, pronounce their case
to be very different from that of the others.
Both feel in an equal degree what it 1s to
be amere cipher in their own country ; {o be
curbed in thei» career, 10 begircumseribed
in their wishes, and to ailﬂ’er indesartbable
wardships, which are® produced by various
inauspicious circumsiances. Their minds
Peing enervated in®the veny dawn of rea-
son, and resisted 1n thetr native scope, are
+s0 effectually unhmﬂ*ul a8 1o reader 1t pro-
blematical, wheihcr they can be restored to
that tone which 1s requisite to enable them
to endeavour to appear in a more hopeful
character than their present exhibits 1o oun
view.

Giving due weight to these considera-
tions, ¥ will be allowed, that the propensi-
ty [ ham been describing, or rather have

M
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been endeavouring to account for, origi-
nates ,in the circunpstances mentioned ;5 -
their birth, parentage, and educatiop; the
sphere in which they move,and the peculiar
constitution of the government under the
sway of which they are placed. The faet,
that the iast Indians have not been able to
go beyond the mctropolis, demands pity
rather than censure ; for what could they
do otherwise? They were, and thousands
of them to this very moment are, in every
respect, ignorant of the resources of the
interior. llwy bad none who thought it
worth his while, or to whem it ever oc-
curred, to prwmf upon them to spread
themselms to the right and left; none (@
show them the facilitics they could cony-
mand to secure indepéndence, They nevér
imagined they could do without Calcutta,
and pen, ink, and paper. It never entevedl-
into their heads, that ¢olonization could be
eflfected, or that the effecting of it would do
them any real good : nay, to such a degreo
had their wminds been, and are even now,
wedded 1o the affairs of the ecity, and to
such an extent did, and does, their falseo
notions of respectability and degradation
prevail, that it would perbaps bave been

™
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looked upon as an unpardonable affront to
+have advisced them ) attempt any thing
that wenld have placed them on a level with'
the aborigines, and on Wwhith they could
not enter but as ecommon laboureys, thongh
it would most assuredly have been attend-
ed with bencficial consequences. They
were in the dark respecting the fascinations
of a rural life: how then could they love a
thing which they were never afforded the
means of beholding even in prospect? lHow
could they perceive that there was any
thing desirable in colonization? The pro-
sent moment, snd the presen{ moment only,
was sought to be provided for. Laplled (o
repose in the arms of fenorance, they snffer-
ed their best energies to be sapped, and
their brightest prospects Jo be marred.
IHeld under its firm grasp, they suffered
+themselves to be led to the refuse of all
things, and were made to gnaw tho husks of
their transeribing trough. La this theynot on-
ly centred the hopes of their fainre Jrospes
rity, but thought there was nothing else, to
all appearance, besides what thaet could pro-
mise. To this they likewise taught, and (o
this hqur teach, their littlo onos to aspire.
In short (with a very few exceptions) tyis
M 2
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is the pleasant line of demarkation, beyond
which-they cannot, yay, they will not pass. .
This is the maximbm of their best wishes;
and it is worthy ‘of observation, with what
intense emulation the present and the rising
generation press on o come within this
confined latitude! The bruit of a vacancy
flashes forward like the coruscations of the
Aurora Borealis,—is reiterated by a thou-
sand voices,and vibrates through 4 thousand
bosoms, Mcarcely has the vacating seribe
breathed his last, and a hundred hungry can-
didates are in active motion; and applica-
tions for his place are peppered upon him at
whose disposal it happens to be. A hun-
dred offices are troulled at the sound, and
the inmates use their diligence to pop into
a snug binth, as 1t is called. A vacaney!
The hunt of a bee counld not convey a
sweeter hope, To such a pass (0 temporal ).
have things been broughi,—and what lies
beyond it onght to be serionsly pondered
by the Hast ludians. But for all this, the
Kast Indians, 1 say again, are more to be
pitied than censured; but it will be their
fault if they any longer confine themselves
within their present narrow limits, It is
my earnest advice, that they should betake
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themselves to colonization, forsaking their
desks for ploughs, and {he city for the coun-
ry. '

The peculiarities of' tlle“t*eﬁmhtmns of the
British India Government, cannot justly be
termed animpediment to tho colonization of
the country l}y East Ihdidns, Xt is not my
proviuce, nor is it necessary, to depreciate
or.extol them; but it must be mentionod,
that » those’ laws, most fortunately, do not
provide against the plan I have proposed
for the amelinration of the checriess pros-
pects of the Tiast Indians. Those laws place
them nearly on an equal funtmg with the
aborigines, wilich i nnth‘inn* more than per-
{ect justice. It is worlfa_y of the exalted
name of Englishmen. It might be made
te appear, that in seme very minor points,
they lcan towards the aborigines; but on
Jthe whole, the scales will evidently prepon-
derate in favour off the Ihast Indians, if the
subject be maturcly considered*, 'The

e

* There i a remark in the 1st No. of tho Quarterly Series of the
Friend of India (p. 68) on this subjoct, which must havo appourpd
gomewhat cyrious to its readers, coming, as it doos, from & quartor
where it could have least baen expectod: wa refer to tho fullowing.
* It is n fact, that, in enso of intrigue ox injury, it i3 in most cuses
easior for & native to obtain justice against a Huropean, than a Euros
pean to obW%in rodress, if insnlted or wronged by n native,  This eire

tumstance, attended as it may be with somo inconvenlence, raflacte
.
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summum  bonum, howover, is left without
flaw or fetter. The rggalations do not prohi-
bit the Bast Tmliar’is’,mll(ivatiﬂng their native
soil; and the Basi Indiaus, it scems, are lit-
tle aware,of the gratitude which such a cir-
cumstanee should praduce in their minds,
and of which the best proof they can afford
is the availing themselves of the opening
left them for the exercise of their energies
to the advancement of their highéstintérest.
They should lift up their eyes to heaven,
and bless the overruling power of the Al-
mighiy! 1t 1s a precious boon: yes, far
more 5o than _the late concession made as
to theiyp eligibility to sit'on juries. So far,
therefore, from consillering thoe existing en-
actinents as detritnents, they ought to be
hailed as the wmost vibuable auxibaries 10
colonization,

the kighest honour on the British neme.”, ygo, the difioulty which an
Englishman cxperiences in obtaining vedvess aguinst e natlve, when -

sulted or wronged, roflects tha highest honour on the Brittsh name l—nand
 a fact, of which,” it is added, ¢ India affords almost fhe first ine

&tance on rpeord in the annals of history ” and of which, we may fur.
ther add, the Bditors of the Friend of India are the first vecorders!
Beit o, Thoe veader will poerceive, that tha writor of this Essay
only says, that the Government's placing the Eust Indians on the
gamo footing with the aborigines, is worthy of tho exslted nams of
E“'ngiﬂhmﬂm The inequalities or political partialities, if they will
b, co called, to which the writer alludes, i is hoped, u‘fill, in fime,

b remoevol—-Jdudiior, =
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The placing of the East Indians on an
equality with the aborigines, eannot, in any
pointofiview, be constryed as an impediment
to the execution of the plan proposed for
their adoption. If it be granted, that there
are defects in the admgnstratmn of the laws,
it must, at the same time, be altlowed, that
the aborigines arc by no meansexempt from
the effects of them. But they arve defeets
which are ‘not peculiar to the judicial ad-
ministration of India. They are casily des-
cried, but nover remedied ; and as the go-
verning men are not angelsin India, they are
naturally ex pected here aswel) as any where
else. We should tiot hope for purer men
here than we meet with in other more civi-
lized countries. Time only can and may
mend the defectsy~but there is not the
slightest reason why the Tast Indians
should wait for such a reformation, and not,
immediately undettake what, as we have
alrcady observed, is left unhindered by the
laws of the country, ~ .

We have in a former part of this Kssay
observed, that although the abovigines are
endeavouring to engross all yot unoccupied
lands, gultivated or uncultivated, there are
still immense tracts untouched, and easily



y

( 89

procurable, either by purchase or on long
leases. Any objectfons, therefore, on this
score, need scarcely be further noticed,
We may, however, add, with a view of set-
ting forth the subject in the clearest light
possible, that several Ilast Indians are the
avowed and legitimate proprietors of exten-
sive T'alooks or Zumeendarees. Others
again have large Indigo Concerns ; and ma-
ny more have ample means of becominyg re-
spectable landholders. Were they to lay out
a few thousands towardsthe purchase of im-
movable property in the Mofussil, how easily,
and at what amnmgmﬁcant price, could they
put it within the reach of their less favoured
fellow countrymento énter upon agricultural
pursuits,and, at the same time, bethe great-
est gainers byt themyelves! What praise
would be theirs! But 1 am certain, that
lands to almost any extent could be obtain-
ed from the native Znmeendars in any part
of Ilindoosthan, into which immigration or
ingresg is not expressly interdicted. A
commencement would, at any rate, be im-
mediately made. 1 could point out vast
portions of uncultivated land, which invite
trial ; and the tillingof which, whilst it would
answer the purposes of the colonists, would
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tend to the benefit of ‘the proprictors, as well
as to bring in considethble revenue to Gro-
vernmént in processof time. It is notto
be expected,nor would it De at all pt‘mlent ).
that the East Indians shouldrise upinabody,
pack up their moveabley, and inumigrate
into the interior. The work must be gra-
dual. Indeed I have much reason to f{ear,
thata very,few of them only would be able to
exercise self-denial enough to put up withthe
occupation of (lowm‘wht farmers immedi-
ately; yet one or two hundretl families might
come forward, who could he forthwith ac-
commodated with a sufficiensy of lands n
any partof Bengal, um{} thescentral pravinces.
One question would still, however, remain
to be decided. Supposing a hundred candi-
dates for colonization staribd up at once,
what would be the best mode of commenc-
‘ing the prosccutipn of their dosign ? X
shallthrowoutalew hints,by way of dovelop-
ing a plan, which, I think, might be adopt-
ed with success ; but let the reades judge
for himself how far il is practicable.

In the first place, a meeting of those East
Indians whose minds inay bo impressed
with the ulility of affording facility to the

N
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plan of colonization should be convened.
1 do not think it wolld be taking too much
upon myself to say, that many will be
found who would embrace the object with
cordiality: Every thing else of a tempora-
ry nature might be treated with indifference
by East ludians, but £hiés could not. The
first object of the meeting should be to se-
lect & number of proper persons-to {form a
Committec of Management, whose business,
in the first instance, would be, to raise about
8 or 10 thousand rupees or more, which, 1
have every reason to believe, they could
with very little diffieulty,accomplish,  Ob-
jects of much less moment meet with the
veadiest encouragement, and will one of
such consequence be slighted ? Foreigners
and theaborigittes may not be found amongsi
the foremost to aid the cause, but doubt-~
less there will be found Mast Indians who'
would most cheerfully bestow their assist-
ance (o the utmost of thetr power. 'This L
am nattrally led to hope, not only from tha
circumstance of their best inferest being
intimately associated with the suceess of the
objects of the Committee who may be ap-
pointed ; bul from conversations, which I
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have had with several persons, botli Fast In-
dians* and Epropeans, who have expressed
their 2arnest wish, that the Itast Indians
would turn their attention {o agricultural
and such other pursuils. Lwry motive
that is interesting amd ppwerlul calls upon
thenr to appear now, in order to promote the
welfare of their ecountrymen. "Thenext bu-
siness of the Conunitiee should be to colleet
information on every point connected with
the future work of the colonists, which niny
suggest itself to them; and to invite those
who may be disposed to enter upon it. Sup-
posing ihat only 20 candidatas for coloniza-
tion were to offer l;hemsglves, thouwrh it is
possible more would dome forward, 1f willbe
then necessary for the Committee to look out
for a sufficient guantity of and to sot thom
up. If the mere matter of support bo con-
ssiderved, 30 beegl}.as would be wmore than
enough for each; butas my plan embraces
a wider latitude, it would be requisite (o al-
low them 100 beeghas ecach; so that 2000

* T take thw opportunity to aclnowledgo my pittitwle Lo sevorn]
persons who have mterestod themselves much in the publication of
this Tssay ; but especially to the gentleman at Favrookhabad, who han
oxceeded my expoctation, and by whose 1emmka on the subjoot I wog
extiemely giatified. I hopo he will not firl to mako hissuggestions on
the plan of this Bssay, when he reads it, and send them to moe uu'mtgh
the smgo channel thiough which I 1cceived lus first communicabidn,

N 2
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heeghas should be taken up at the very on-
« sot. Aund supposing that adequate means
could not be immediately realized v the
purchase of @n estate of that extent, how-
ever small the amount of purchase might be,
it may be rented, and in that case, the an-
nual juma per beegha should not exceed
one rupec*, which would vender the Com-
wittee answerable (they would not have {o
pay move than six months rent, as- I shall
presently show) for the payment of 2000
rupees at the end of the year. The sup-
port of the 20 individuals will in the next
place require~to be attendell to. Suppos-
ing weeallow six m{mths to enable them to
seltle themselves. During these six month$
they could not only put theu lands in a pro-
per train of cubtivation, bnt the first erop of
rice would be by that time in a state of for-
wardness, Iftheyentered npontheirlabours”
in the month of IFebruary, we might allow
two months for the constructing of comfort-
able heuses for themselves, While this
. wag going on, they could plough up a bee-

¥ I could peint out certain paris of the country where two or
three beeghns conld be had for 1 Rupeo. Should my hopes he realize
ed and a Committee formed for the purpvse of setting on fook
colonization, I shall be happy to furnish them with every information

irmy power, on such points as they may wish to know.
r
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. gha of grmmrl each, and get up a variety of
vegetables for, immedinte usc ; bat as they
could ot verylikelyiake a shift to live un-
der temporary sheds, while their houses arc
building, (though it is not impossible,) we
shall allow the two nwonths to expire with-
out any other sort of work: during this
time, however, as the buildings would be
raised under the direction of the Commit-
tee, they would not of course require to be
supported by them. The Committee might
depute one of their own number, or one of
the candidates who 1s a single man, and
might be willjng to superinfend the erec-
tions personally, or a native under sdeurity,
fo do it. - Ile should be an active man, and
recommended by some gentloman well
acquainted with am, This would not,
however, be an object of much diffi-
‘culty to accomplish, As soon as the
houses are ready, which onght to he be-
fore the 1st of April, the colonists should
enter upon their labours, and proeced (o
cultivate such things as relate to immediate
convenience, as observed above -—sow theijp
vegetables, and make themselves in othep
respects comfortable. The goiting up of one
or two becghas of vegetables need not talfe
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up more than tendays at the farthest ; but we
will allow a whole month for that purpose.
After this, they should throw out their ener-
gies to prepare their lands against the sea-
son ol sowing rice (paddy). The lands
should be ploughed oxer and over again, and
manured plentifully., "The dung of the cat-
ile they should be furnished with, will suf-
fice for that purpose. The first crop of rice
would be gathered in September; by which
time their poultry, &e, will have swelled up
to a multitnde by proper management,
which they need not touch before that
period, as I would proposé that the Com-
mittee afford them the means of sustenance*.
After their first crop ‘nas been barned, furs
ther support from the Commitiee should
cease altogether; in ‘case of failure, the
Committee might furnish them with rice
giflicient to last till the ingatbering of the
fird crop of the next year, which, il any
suPius be left from the sum collected in the
firsy instance, they might purchase withit:
S]muld none be left, they might make a {resh

_* To prevent the invaslont of jnckalls, and other destructive anis
male, sufficient ground should he surrounded with Kunchees, limbs of
bamboos, or some such matetial, for the poultry, &c. to remain conw
fined therp during tho day, and covered with the same materials, to
s(ure the chickens, goslings, &e. from kitus,
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apphcat}nn to the friends of colonization
for further assistance, *of which a very tri-
fling pwtmn would now be required from
each individual io meet the exigeney. They
might either do this, or allow the'colonists
threcor four rupees mdre inaddition to what
1 shall presently recommend to be granted
to them per month. Iam decidedly of opi-
nion, that each individual farmer, with a mo-
derate family, could be comfortably support-
ed by an allowance of 16 rupees per month;
but they may be allowed 20 rupees each.
Letnot the small sum, as it is in appearance,
have any disconraging or.dissBading effects
on the minds of the candldales,fnr lLt them
remem ber, that thoun‘h they lmght earn
mgre than double tl;.&t amount in Caleutta,
yet if they sit down and make a ealeulation,
they will find, that their residence in il runs
away with the besi part of their salaries,
and that they really do not consume more
food than would amply be procured for 12
rupees per month. House-renl, s@vants’
wages, doctor’s bills, vegetables, fish, poul-
try, mutton, beefl or pork, fruits, and a
variety of other useful nick-nacks, taken to-
gether, nmlf.e such a rent in their salaries ay
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to ensure the expenditure of the wliole and
more per month. But if they become fur-
‘mers, all those articles wonld be provided
for by 16 rupees, in a line of life where the
lahour of their hands would prevent their ——
faying out ready mon>y on almost any thing,
il they are indgstrious. Iut more of this
in its proper place. ' |
To carry on"my caleulation. Itis plain the

colonists would require to be supported for
six months; allowing, therefore, 20 rupees
to each, itwould cometo 2,400 rupees. The
erection of comfortahlLhou&ub(whwhshmlld
have mud wdils) ot 100 rupees each, would
cost 2000 rupees more. ~We must make a
further allowance for the purchase of cat-
tle, pouhry, &c, Bach colonist may have one
pair of plmwh oxen,one ox for the oil-mill,
and two mileh cows ; all which I reckon at
680 rupees; add to whick rupees 1120 fortho
- purchase of poultry, pigs, sheep, and farm-
ing utensils, making a total of rupees 2400,
and a’grand total of 6800 rupees. The lol-
lowing table will exhibit the matter of ex-
penses more clearly.
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TABLE OF EXPENDITURE.

~Frection of 20 Houscs at 100 Rs. eachy wusines 2000
Provisions for 6 months for the Colgnists, at 20 Ru-

peos per montl, cninenaanin wsasasssansna 2400
40 Pairs of Plough Oxen at 16 Rs, per pair, 0640
20 Oxen for Oil-Mills, at 12 Rs. each, vuaivenn 240
40 Milch Cows, a8t 10 Ra. each, wavvermrvacnan 400

'Pﬂultr;, &e¢. 50 Ra. to each colonist, vivameensens 1120
| e 2400

_ Total, Sa. Rs. 6800
If 10,000 rupess could Be raised, it
would not only meet the "above expenses,
but every other expeme which it. mlg*ht be
ngcessary to incur gt the outset. I shall
be permitted to repeat my conviction, that
an objeet like this would meet with much
more encouragemant, than I have thought
it requisite to assume, for tho sake of insti-
tuting & probable ealculation of the expen.
r_hlur that might be incurred in the ittempt
to put in execution the plan of colonization
I have recommended.
It will probably he HSI(LC] How wnll it be
posmble for one individual to manage 100
beeghas of grouud mngle hunded and that
o
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with only two pairs of oxen? In srder to
obviate this dlfﬁculty, I must introduee the
second part of mry plan, which is, that each
individual should be aillowed the assistance
of three or four apprentice-boys, and as ma-
ny girls, for a period not exceeding seven
years, and not less than six. DBy the help of
these, he could very well manage 100 bee-
ghasofland. Astothe ploug a'hmwo‘{'that cxtent
of Iand with only two pairs of oxen, it would
not be deemed preposterous, if the colonists
were 1o form themselves Into five parties:
each party could plough the land of each in-
dividual, compassihg it ditermately, very suc-
cessfully., This, and also pl(mtinn* and weed-
mg,a: every frequeatly effected by thenatives
in asimilar manner. Before the ex pu'\imu of
the term for which the apprentices may be
bound, others might be procured. The first
batch having been browght up as farmers,
and having become adepts in the details of
the agmcultuml life, and become acquaint-
ed with the state of the ncighbouring coun-
try,could easily procure lands for themselves,
If they have recommended themselves to
their employers, it would not be a difficult
maiter to prevail upon them toadvance them:
a small sum of money to build habit«tions,

"_’_,,..-—--'



(9 ),

and puychase a small stock for themselves,
1t would be as well for the Commiftee to
make ;hn agecement previously with the
colonists, to farnish their apprentices with
plough-oxen and asuflicient stock of poultry,
&ec. gratuitously, at the time of thenr dis-
charge. - This is, however, a by-the-way
suggestion, which the Committee may ov

may not adopt, as they please: at least, they
will bevable to improve upon these ,s,cat--
tered hints, and shape out for their nmnau'e-
menta planmoreperfeet in every respect—a
thing which it would be impossible for me
to attempt just now, without more time and
consideration. But I mwust pass on (o ob-
serve :——The nccessity ol uniting lemale ap-
prentices with male ones will appear evident
when we come to consider, that the lat-
ter will require partners when they set ap
Yor themselves; apd where should they go
for them? Very few indeed could ho
found who would even make tolerabloe
wives for {armers, and fewer still vwould
be willing to become such, But six or
seven years appremmeship will not only
have accustomed them to such a life, but
will hav'e made them mistresses of the avt of

managing such branches of a farmier's dex
o2
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mestic aflairs, as in a particular marner he-~
long to the female sox™. r p

1t is true, that besides the first ouflay, as
we have already stated, the Committee will
be answerablo for the rent of the lands; but
they will only be obliged to pay for two quay-
ters, which would be refunded by the colo-
nists when their first crop was gathered.
Moreover, the colonisis should he bound to
discharge the whole amount eXpendbd in
establishing them ; but of course convenient
time should be allowed for the purpose.

In aforegoing place I have remarked,
that there would be no negedsity for the Kast
Indian- colonists -to labour in the openair
during the heat of the day., This arrange-
ment W{}uld give them the command of a
very valuable portion of their time. T liey
could employ themselves with their appren-
tices in weaving, and manufacturing various
articles, such as oil, sugar, tobacco, can-
dles, cheese, shoes, ropes, &e. &e.; but
“chiefly: those, the materials of which they

* It would hot ba undésirablo for our colonists to take In one or two
frash apprentices avery year, aad as they worked out thely time, thera
wutuld be a constant succession of cultivators thrown inte the country,
who receiving upprontices or coadjutors, would contribute to the

spoedy formation of little villages, and thus colenization would be
orried on expeditionsly.

i
Ly
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shall hive reared on their own lands. Sure-
ly 1t wvlulcl not be too much to expect, that
they cduld discharge the Connmittee’s debt
from emoluments acquired by atiending to
_these and various other handicrafts during
the hours of relaxation {rom the more sturs
dy labours of the ficld. If their fields, kiteh-
en-gardens, ponds, poultry, and cattle yield-
ed them agsufliciency, and more than a sufli-
cienﬂcy-{){; mcans of independent support,
what else they carned by their manufactures,
would enable them to testify their gratitude
to their benefactors by the tender, atleast,
.of what had been expenged %o lay the foun-
dation of their future prosperity. But this
is a circumstance on which I would not lay
]Iilth stress ; the state of things, as it may
turn out, when they have actuall y set about
to operate—the conditions on which they
*might possibly be able 1o procure persons
to commence thework of colonization—and
various other considerations, render it tm-
possible to decide this point just new with
precision, Supposing, however,it were found
possible to recover the money oviginally
laid out by the Comumitiee, it could be laid
out agdin, in making six months provision,
as before, for the apprentices who may hate
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gserved out their time under thoe cttz;louists,
and wish to set up {ar themnsclves, as well g
in helping fresh colonists, Measures might
be adopted to reccive, and dispose of the
articles manufactured by the colonists, un-
der the divection of the Committee, towards
the liquidation of their respective debts,
Fach colonist would have to discharge a
debt of only little more than 250 rupees,
which they ought very conveniently to be
able to do in the space of threce years,
which would only be 82 rupees odd annas
per annum, DBut I am of opinion, that they
could pay the*whole off in the sccond year,
I may dbserve here, that though the plan 1
have suggested requires the outlay of some
money, it will be found in the end that sug-
cess will have "depended on the labours of
the colonists, to the great honour and re-

joicing of their bencfactors, and the incalen’

lable good of the East Indians,

It will be rcadily asked, But where ave
the appreatices to come from? I would
reply, even thence, whence the colonists
would be forthcoming. If these could be

f'-

4 . »
found, we may not despair of meeting with .

more apprentices than we could know what
10 do with. The Charity Schools teein with

¢
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youngs%‘ers, who 1 in'iag;ine, would not be
reluctautly made over to our Comumittee.
But I will not be such a dotard as to call
my plan an infallible one, ov suppose that
‘it is not susceplible of improvement. Let
our Committee once be embodied, und fea-
sible plans will not be long in coming for-
ward, It is a scheme, and will require
proper deliberation before il be acted upon ;
but it would border on folly to say, that co-
lonization could notl be effected at all, If
the Caleutta Apprenticing Sociely hias met
with success, thotigh the present features
of their plans*do not appear very conducive
to it, the plan of colgnizalion cannot possi-
bly fuil. If things have been brought to such
an extremity, that people give their children
to be brought up to the seafaring life —a lifo
which in addition to the hazards (o which it
exposcs those whe enter it, cannot be pro-
nounced to be the most cleanly in its subor-
dinate branches, and beyond which, the
marvine apprentices have vory litile ground
to hope to aspire, would there, inder sucly
circumstances, be less than the highest de-
pree of probability to affirm, that eoloniza-
tion only needs to be proposed in order to

be embraced? Buat it will, it must succeed,
»
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if the attention of the East Indians {:m once
faithfully and seriously directed toit, The
philanthropic motives of the Apprefticing
Nociety mustbe justly applauded, and in the
absence ol any more promising field, its ob-~
jects should be edrdidlly promoted ; and, as
I bave reasons to believe it would not be
disinclined to help colonization, especially
as the plan lhere proposed enrbraces the
trades likewise, its co-operation should be
cultivated. The Agricultural Society too
would be a valuable auxiliary, and to which
1 would humbly beg leave to propose the
introduction of ho]*s and-tea ito this coun-
try, if practicable; in preference to fruits.
Their patronizing the improvement of Eu-
ropean culinary vegetables is worthy ¢f
their benevolent views, and will succeed
to a very great extent. I have some
doubts, however, as to tho success of the
fruits they are cultivating, because the Jower
parts of Bengal will prove uncongenial to
their inprovement, if they produce tolerable
fruits at all. In the Ahegher parts, most Tiu-
ropean fruits are to be plentifully et with,
I have partaken of as good peaches, and

gnldm-pzppm apples in the Dukkhun as any
Luropean could wish 1o masticate. In

' -
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Lucknow and otherphepa higher, a varvioty
of excellent European {ruits are to be et
with in abundance. But their introduction
into Bengal has invariably failed. It
appears to me, that itwould be well worth
the Society's attention to endeavour to im-
prove some of the indigenous fruits and ve-
getables of India; such as the mango (than
whiclr there is not, I sappose, a better fruit
inthe universe,) the pineapple, plantain, &ec.
I should recommend the mangoes to be
imported from Goa—those which are called
the ¢ Alphonso . mangoes:” pangosteens
shounld not be forgotten, °

J cannot leave thmmpalt of the subject
without expressing the hopo, that 1 Lave
sartl enough to convitce the most fastidious
caviller, that most of the objections stat~
el and retterated against colonization are
groundless ; and that those which may be
considered obstacles, are not such as are
insurmountable. I have shown that the cli-
mate of India is no objectlon to it; that a
competition, a saccessful competition, with
the aborigines is perfectly feasiblo¥*; that the
regulatians of the British Indian Govern-

* What, I havo to ssy more on this subjeot, T havo resorvod foy |
another chaptgr,

|
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ment donotprohibitit tlmtsuﬂicmn] ground
could be obtained for the purpose; end that
the only hinderahee 1o it lies in the preqmt
disposition of the East Indians, the origin
and progress of which 1 have brielly at-~
tempted to trace, and of the uliimate conse-
quences of which ! would warn them. [ am
notaware ofany other objections of sufficient
weight which require answer. 1 shall, there-
fore, dismiss this part of my essay with one
word of advice to those who may be impressed
with the necessity of undertaking coloniza-
tion ;—that they should lase no time to set
about ,it. The pmapwts belore them are
of the most cheering nature. They shotild
call to mind the tiine which has been suf-
fered to pass away without any such eflfgels
to ameliovate their present  condition,
which requirds to be redeemed; and the
time that is before thotfh zmay not (though I
do not say it will not) admit of sufficient trial.
The time may come soon, when they will
perhapa see the country wrested (which God
forbid!) from the hands of the presecut POW-
ers, when they (the Kast Indians) being
unpossessed of the only sufficient motive to
Jise in their delence, it may be losi for ever
to all the best of purposes!
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W L]
THBADVANTAGES OF COLONIZATION.

(h

w0 T

Arrer pointing outthenecessily dad prac-
ticability of the colonizttion of Iindoosthan
by East Indians, I proposed to exlubit the
advantages ol it ; but afler what has been
alrecady said in the preceding pages, much
of which must naturally have borne on the
point now under consideraiion, and sug-
gested many ideas ol advantages 1o the
reader’s mind, litile needs 1o be said fur-
ther, Inthischaptor, thevelord, alter evine-
ing, as briefly as poEaible, o very few of
the numerous advantages which will result
from the underiaking here recommended,
I design showing somewhal more largely
the advantages which the East Indiany will
be able to conmmand over their aboriginal
competitors. This point, it may be thought
by somne, ought o have most properly come
under the preceding chapter, wheresl have
altempted, in a few words, 1o show the pos-
sibility of the Iast Indians redueing theiv
expensecs to the extreme economical pringi-
ples of the aborigines. Ut will be recollect-

ed by the attentive rcader, that there § -
P2
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!

deavoured {to present him with some ac~
count of the manner in wlich the lower
classes of the aboriginal agricultyrists ma-
naged their affairs, and to expose the un-
founded nature of the assertion, that they
live upon three 1"11[10%8 per month., What I
nican to advance, under the head here spe-
cified, will chiefly embrace such conside-
rations as tend to demonstrate’the perfect
feasibility of the East Indians, not only
maintaining a successful competition with
the aborigines, but also commanding.a va-
riety of ﬂ{]le‘lhlﬂ‘thWhl(,ll will place them
on a auperior fomimr “More of this, how-
ever, in its proper pLace.

The true nature of education is strangely
misconceived by many : some have noidea
of it, but what consists only in mental qua-
lifications ; others only in moral; whilst
others again, only in the initiation into some
of the useful or orpamental aris. Tt never
occurs ito then, lhatxit might, perhaps, be
an improvement upon their notion, to at-
tempt a combination, in the nearest possible
proportion of which the subject of it might
be capable, of cach of them, altliqugh the
defectb so palpably observable in the case
of those unhappy individuals, upon whom
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thelr ({Eiffel*ent systems have been tried,
mightshave been expected to have taught
them Better. I seldom scbms to enter inte
the views of these men, that man is a com-
pound of physical, mental, and moral parts ;
that each of these parts severally and col-
lectively stands in need of much improve-
ment, and consiant employment through life,
to keep them in due order and tempera-
ment, and to conduce to that state, which,
next to the higher end of his being, ¢ the
olory of his Maker,” claims most properly
his greates( attentiony and that unless each
of these parts'is aiscipltned ﬁLy proper and
useful exercises fromp the earliest singe of
thelr existence which will admit of them,
they will degenerate, by taking their natu-
ral course. 'The impolicy, not to use any
harsher term, of confining the attention to
any one of these component parts of man, to
the neglect of the resi, musibe obvious to
those who have atall studied huinan nature,
Our constitution is such, as to be stuscepti-
ble, on the one hand, of improvement, by
instruction, discipline, and exereise, and,
on the other, of degeneracy, imbecility, and
enervation, by neglect and idleness; like
iron, which by being cleaned shines move and

W
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more; but being negleeted, becomep rusty,
The mind, the hear(, and thé body, ave all
the subjects of these different propérties ;
cach requires to be always excreised and
kept in order, and each, in proportion as it -
is alttended to or uoul:}{,imﬂ adds to or de-
tracts from the enjoyments of life.

It was a useful maxim among the Jews,
whose canons required, that all parents
should teach their children some trade, that
he who did not instruct his son in one made
himarogue. lience it is well known, that
the education EI' theigchildren always inclu-
ded the knowledge©fone’or nfore of the arts.
Of our Saviour the Jews relate that he made
rales and yokes ; of Paul we know from the

“~New Testament that hennade tents ; and tlse
same we learn from very good authort-
tites, of several of their rvabbies, who were,
sibirnamed shoemakers, ‘bakers, &c. The
(%rand Seiguior, to whom Paul Recaut was
“ambagsador, was taught 1o mako wooden
spoons. On the bcnuﬁt& of such a plan of
education it is necessary to cenlarge here :
something like this scems to be called for
in the casc of the East Indiang, and we
are glad to sec exertions made to supply
the deficiency ; witness the Calcwtta Ap-
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p?*eiatz'q?fzg‘ Sociely. We hope the lligh]y
commendable’ spirit  of enterprise  and
benevblence, which contbined to eall 1t
forth into existence, and bas hitlicrto coun-
tenanced and aided n‘% useful {]])Ll‘iﬂi{}ll%,
will be carried out b{*ynnd the limits of
one single institution, and be displayed in
the accomplishment of some such plan of
.amehm* ating the condition of the Fast In-
dians, and makmg them more useful.{o the
community to which they belong, to the
country, and to the world at large, as is1llus-
trated in these, pages, which, by aiming to
point out the ddvantages®of pursuing agricul-
tural and other mechanical arts, withoniex-
cluding the seiences, may be allowed 1o be,
i a great degreey caleulated (o ensure
that end. {1 is notfor a moment snpposed
» by me, thai a man entering on the oecupation
of a downright farmer, will be able to be-
come a lecarned scholar; he must, of
course, be contented with alimited educa~
tion. 'What, however, may it not bé asked,
is the present depth and extent of the
learning of the body of Kast Indians?
Surely, it measures very low and little ; but
It is not absolutely necessary that our colo-
nists should prescribe any given limits w
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the literary acquirements of their children ;
they may allow it as wide a range aé% their
own leisure and®the childrens’ capacities
~and inclinations will suffer, without appre-
hending to make them worse workmen
thercby*.

In a former part of this essay, I said
something of the healthful and delightful
nature of a farmer’s occupation, and also of
the injurious tendcency of a mere copyist’s
avocation. In general, it may be remarls-
ed, that whatever employment places the
body in a quiescent, or in any grmt degree,
and for any length of time, in“an inactive si-
tuation, has a t@lldell(}ff to affect the health.
Physicians for this reason, have usually re-
eommended to, students much manual of
bodily exercise; and we read of Milton and
others, who indulged themselves in various
recreations by way of ex@reise to their bo-
dies. One of them, if I recollect right, is
said to have himsclf declared, when much
advanced in age, and suflering the conse-
quence of extreme studious habits, that
he would gladly part with all the learn-
ing be had acquired in carly life, by sitting

% For a more extended view of the suljeet, thoveador i reforred to
My, Foater's valuable Essayon the Evils of Popular Ignorances-Ev.

£
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up late at study, il he could but recover his
health When the mind s intensely occupied
with any thing, it causes a suspeusion of the
animal functions, which weakens or relaxes
theirpowers ofaction,and throws the sysiem
into disorder. Whilstthis hias been the case
with almost every student of every country,
it has been far otherwise with the {farmers of
every couptry. 'They are, according to
universal acknowledgment, generally the
most healthy, and, certainly, not the least
uselul, people of the countries to which they
belong. ¢ Luxury, avarice, injustice, vio-
lence, and ampbition,” gays 4r. Johnson,
‘““take up theirordinary residence in populous
cities ; while the hard’ and laborious life of
the hushandman will not admit of these vices.
The honest farmer lives in @ wise and hap-
py state, whichinclines himto justice, tempe-
tance, sobriety, sincerity, and every virtue
that can dignify human nature.” These
thoughts might be carried out to a great
extent; but 1t would ill suit the limiis of an
essay, and considerations of another nature
invite our atiention. I proceed, therefore,
to take a more general view of the ques-
tion regarding the advantages of coloniza-
tion,
@
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The presént feature of the ¢ouniry ,in gpite
ofits original inhabitants, is strangel _N barren,
owing partly to mismanagenient, and partly
to the characteristic sluggishness of the peo-

‘pley—~apeople that will put their hands 1o no-

thing but what is imrediately before them,
and who labour without giving themselves
the lcast trouble 1o think, whether any thing:

‘else might not be made to ccmulbute more

largely to their own benefit, and-the ‘im-
provement of the country. True, they are
prospering, but it is at the expense of agri-
culture, which will sooner or later recoil
upon them with interest- The rent of lands,
onthe other hand, is increasing astonishingly
quick, while there is not a cominensuraio
progression of improyement to counterba-
Jirice the inroads that are made upon their
indusiry, miserable asitis. Iorly years ago,
the best lands did not pay for one beegliy

-more than 8 or 12 annas jumtmno per annum,

whereas these very lands now pay from threc
to four rupees forthe same fuantity; and,
what is a notorious lact, they do not by any
meauns yield so much as they did before. It

“may be affirmed with trath, ihat those of the

aborigines who arée prospering afe a tax

upon the rest: the rich are getling richer;

r-».l-

[
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the pogr turning poorer. In some districts,
chiefly those of the eastern, there are hun-
dreds of thousands of landed proprietors,
who are, of conrse, independent, and not
subject to jncpreage of ground rent. "Llis
pleasing order of thingk, generally affects
the tranquillity of the poorer orders of peor
ple. Provisions there are not by far so
dear as in other districts not thus cjreum-
standeq ; a;ncl though the inhabitants are not
prospering, the few who are prospering,
are not prospering, as in ofher quarters,
gt the expense of the [100F" it cauld he no
ditheult mﬂttev to cancewe ohere, that the
hody of the pooplq would cor lainly pros-
per, if they could be*preyailed upon to ad-
mit improvements in their present modes
L&fngl implements of” agricubure, whicl), ax
hefore shown, are extremely defeetive.
These appear 1o be so urgenily called for,
that before their introduction, very littlo,
if any, impmvemmt can be hoped for; and
J am of opinion, that for this purpgse, up-
legs last Indian energyand intelligence are

brought to bear nupon the capabilitieg, of
the soil, neither the exigencios of tho ope
will be met, nor the progressive improve-
ment of the other deseripiion of distrigts,

Q 2
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ensured to any salisfactovy degreeglbefore
a very long period. *In spite of the 61}cst1=ic-'
tions imposed upon them by wicked and
demoralizing customs, what the East Indians
will do for their own benefit in their own
premises, more gonducive to the prosperity
of agriculture and the useful arts in general,
and, therefore holding out to them larger
worldly emoluments, they, already become
by experience somewhat deaf to the voice
of their spiritual ¢¢ charmer, charming ever
so wisely,” will not fail to adopt, at first,no
doubt, cautiously, but ulimately, without
scruple. Torsuppose, that*those who have
never yet been able io resistthe fascination,
in whatever minute depree it might have
been presented to them, will, at any time
hereafter, have acquired so much ecynical
indilference to gold, as 1o spurn its strong-
er, and, therefore, more irresistible entice~
ments, when prescnted (o their avaricious
minds in larger shapes, would betray no
small want of knowledge of their real cha-
vacter. Ienee it is easy to imagine, {that
when they see the East Indians prospering:
by means of superior modes and imple-
ments, which they may introduce, the abo-
figines will noi hesitate to substitute the
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same, \in the room of their present eluinsy
ones., Wllence also, it’is only necessary io
scattep the Kast Indians pver the country,
which their preseninumber would easily ad-
_mit of, to give the lirst shock to the indiiler-
ence of natives, and excite a spiriiof emula-
tion and industry in them. 'The country
would soon presentin every placeadelight-
ful and pigturesque appearance,—a circum-
stance sthis which would have no little in-
fluenceinrefining and softening theirpresent
stoical feelings, and thereby making them
more averse from those inhuman and horrid
practices whigl® now stajn their character,
in other respects tolerably f[air; and it is
unnecessary to add, ft would augment our
own domestic comforts. The country
would not only be agrecably studded with a
body of teachers of agricultural improve-
"ments; but a morgl renovation would com-
mence along with it. The people would
soon begin to tax themsolves with folly for
their shameful supineness, and readdy copy
the examples in full operation before their
view. ;
Besides the above interesting particulars,
it 1s to be observed, that the country is
spotted with numerous civil and military
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stations, which are doomed fo this ,‘la,y, to
nndergo the monsirous ex]‘o@nsu!;ﬂl pros
garing a mrlety of the necessaries 5{' civi-
lized hife from the distance of fa{)m& hyn-
dred miles ; and what amazes one most, is,
that they have ;not eonduced a jot to the”
prosperity of ihe circumadjacent places.
The only reason that can be assigned with
safety to the philanthropic reputation of
those who preside over, and those who fill
them, is, that the absenca of a superior or-
der of agricylturists angd mechanies, has
been very much felt in those places hithey-
to, and will continue to he felt, o long as
the East Indians.(since Euyropeans ml], not
be permitted) do noldake, the field, aymed
with ploughs and tools, and.such ather in-
straments of agucultum and mechanisiy
as would . be, somewhat morc promising
than those aniique ﬂl}d unwieldy ones;
iwhich may answer the jog-trot manceuvres
.of the natives ; but which, if g botten staie
of things be aimed at, in the introductlion
of Bost Indian energy and skill into the
field of manurance and other usclul ariy,
must sooner or later be sel aside as relies
of -antiquity, fit to be viewed as *curiosi-
fies a century henee, bui . not used, LThe
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locality of the supplies that would be rais-
ed b);\ﬁlle industry of*the colonist would,
in a short time, pul an ¢ffectual period 1o
the waste (as it must be called) of cash
above mentioned,~cash, frequentiypurchas-
ed at the mouth of camnons,and with the ter-
rorg of the deadly breach. Would not these
individuals hail the day of the good thingsof
colonizatipn? And may not covery {iiend
to colenization be assured, that it would
be encouraged by those who would f{eel it
theirinterest to have those things, for which
they pay so dearly now, at their beck ? Nay
more, our epicupeans yould thereby have
within reach several of the delcctable mor-
ceans to which their Wide removes from the
emporium of irade makes them strangors,
and which they would have no objection
to obtain from the farms near at hand.

*  Moreover, itis customary with Christians,
as things now stand, to travel up and down
the country chiefly in boats, al an amazing.
expenditure of cash. One of the weasons
{for it-1s, that no manner of accommodations
of even a tolerably comfortable nature is
procurable. The suraces, the only aceom-
modatiohs on the land routes, the usual filthi-
ness of which, added to the wondering gabe



( 120 )

of the uncoremonious mob, as i a monster
was passing through’the country ; the only
species of eatablgs, coarse rice and indiffer-
ent dal, rank ghee and muddy salt; with
thenotless remarkable part of these agree-
able circumslances, tae impudence of mas-
ter Chowheedar ; present so repulsive an
appearance {o intending travellers by land,
that they prefer going by water, though
very heavily expensive, A personr cannot
travel with his needful comforts upon his
back, like a pedlar with his nick-nacks.
To set things to rights, let the high roads
be Jined with Fast Indiad farmers, a few
miles apart from cach other, and hard
by regular stawmg villages ; and would it
be too much to say, that many of thoge
who would not at present venture on o
journey by land, would prefer it to pro-
ceeding by water, under the assurance of
finding Christian accommodation in the
way? 'Theywould no longer dread the idea
of traxisporting themselves through a coun-
try, wheresickening fare, lousy mattress, and
abashing gaze, musi be expecied. But by
travelling by water carviage, which they are

now obliged to do for want of cheapu‘
modes of performing journies, thoy requirve

f

F
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to carry every necessary along with them
wherevdr they-are bound to. 'This places
them, I, might say,so muchat the mercy ofa
parcel of domesties, that they frequently do
not fail to avail themselves of the ignorance
of their masters, to intpost upon them, by
representing every article ol necessary con-
sumption at 200 per cent. above the real
market-price. Expeditious travelling, ina
great degree, il not altogether, precludes
the possibility of detection ; butifyou detect
them, you cannot turn them out for fear of
being obliged to act the part of your
own cook; ner may you inflict corporal
punishment with impunity-on: the boatmen,
as they will either revenge themselves by
retaliation, or, if they cannot pluck up au-
dacity enough to proceed 10 such lengths,
théy will abandon the boat, abscond, and
feave you to make your way to your desti
nation as well as you ean. At times, how-
ever, they will avoid both these methods of
reprisal, with a view 1o commit yows(o the
first polico thanna you rcach, where you
will continue fast, unless you can demecan
yoursell so far as to purchase the good will
of the ‘cowrteous gentlemen who preside
over those posts with a round sum of money
? R
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by way of boxis; and then you may go
about your business, with the best fape you
can put upon the droll affair*. It nof unire-
quently happens, that our travellers do not
carry more ready moncy with them than
they suppose wikll suflice to answer all the
expenses of a tedious journey ; so that, some-
times, when a circumstance hke that above~
mentioned takes place, they are, consirain-
cd to give up the only means of -support
they have, on a trip through a country where
it would be a miracle to encounter a friend
of any kind. Some have been obliged o give
a watch, a hookka, surpos, or spoons, to
avoid a dangerous starvation; and then to
prosecute their jouriiey with the best grace
“hey can, in company with, or rather in
ﬁ“e power of those who will then have
ko ‘aown how to deal with you, in the event of
be”mg provoked to punigh them for filehing
ﬁ"g;m you. Ifor the future, they will doitina

j_:{:mre barefaced manner, and, by sad expe-

* I'hot’ oiroumstances liko thoso heve mentioned nve, nt present, of
rare occurrence, is indisputable; bud whether it bo owing to theincreag«
ed vigilanco of the police, or to the diftusion of knowlodge nnd YXwropes
anmanners—a question lately agitated, but very unsatiafaetorily do-
bated,~I cannot say. 1t is however faxy from boing uncommon, evon at
thls day, that the boatmen often desert their choargeon the way,
gsp&clnl]y if the way of the travellar should include thelr country,
and that, very frequently, without sufliclent cause.
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rience taught to smother irritution, you end
your jeurney with feclings which are not
to be coveted. Again, hoy many ate there
who, because a journey on foot 1s intolera-
ble, prefer joining their stations, or going {o
meet their [riends, on transacting their bu-
siness, on boats! In the first case, a couple
or three months salary is swallowed up by
boat expenses, so that when they reach
their stations, they must immediately hit
upon some means of prevailing upon utter
strangers to lend them money for barely pre-
serving theirlives®. The debtis most {re-
quently not liquidated for meuths to-come.
In the next case, the heayy chavge of boat
conveyance is so seridus an impediment to

& The nllusion here is {0 the plan of Government, of making an ad-
varice of acotiple months’ sulary to tholl unvedsnanted servanés to juin
distunt stations, in which they may hnve obtained appointmonts, A
Dorson obtnining o situation in one of the conteal provinees, spy Diaka,
or Teppirg, of 180 Ra. por numth, goty au advance of 300 Ra, with
which he must pay the hiva of n tulorably comfortable puffiway, or
puthalee (o budgerow must hoe left out of the question), n cooking
bout, servant’s wages, or Fhorakes in advance, buy provisions for the
journey of one month, and perhaps more, &e. Al this, jt would be
gasy to conceive, would more than run awuy with the 300 Ry, But
this is not all: he has fo support himself and family for two months
ard morg, after hiz arvival at his station and tulcing charge of
hig situation; Yot how ho is to do i, it would be difileult to S0y, N
less he hnsmunay of his own, or tho civilicus of the plaes (as it Las
not unfrequently happened) assist him,

n 2
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oceasional interviows with dear 1*elati1£cs, and
friends, that it ofien puts a telmmqtlon to
eood will among them. In the last case, the
drawback upon the profits of a merchant
thus obliged to waste hm money, often occa-
sions failure. Lam notl;pl e alluding to opulent”
tradesmen, but those of the sccoud or third
class. 'These are things which loudly call
for an end; but which must be remediless,
unless we attempt to make tm;'el],ing* by
land tolerable, (some would like to have it
pleasant too,) and safe and cheap, by plac-
ing' our colonists on the main roads and else-

where. Thege remarks are.the suggestions
of one who has tmvelled nt,ar]y over amoiely
of Hindoosthan in every possible shape, but
who is constrained to avow, that he would
sooner iravel en foot, or on a tatioo, were
such establishments as this essay proposes to
intersperse through the country available,
than by dawk, on elephahts, orin boats. 1le
once had to walk the distance of 200 miles,
along a road the most beautiful and grand
in point of scenery, but thomost wretched in
point of accommodations, having sometimes
been obliged to be satisfied with tamarind
for sauce, and brackish water for drink., He
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was once or twice also necessitated to put
up at ong of the suracesabove mentioned, in
company with a parcel of miserable people,
infected with an epidemic which at that
time raged in the place, and from which they
were flying for safety,clsgwhere! All this
would have becen avoided, if he could
have met with East Indians’ farms on the
way.,

By’"ﬂm'eétablishment of farms, as sug'gest-
ed above, many of our East Indians who are
brought up to irades, but who are masters
of very small capitals, would be induced to
undertake long journies In the Interior, as
travelling petty dealers of tea, spices, Bu-
rope stationary, such»tools as are not yet
manufactured in this country, medicines
and cordials, warm clothes, winkets, wines,
&c. &e. for all which they would find a
xeady vend at the scveral stations, and also
among the peoplc at large. "The periodi-
cal visits of travelling tradesmen would be
as acceplable to the East Indian farmers,
as the arrivals of the Indiamen ave at present
to the shopkeepers of Calcntta, especially
as these very merchants would readily take
off their hands such articles as they shall
have manufactured for citv and town mare
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kets. Thus a perpetual intercourse of n

most interesting natare, embracing mutual
and general ; tldv{mtan ¢S, would be E‘btﬂhll‘jh-
ed tllrc;-wrlmut the country,  An individual
possessing a small sum of money, pm'lmps
not more than twp orihree hundred rupecs,
would be a total loser, if he were to altempt
a travelling {raffic by means of boat convey-
ance. Would it’he unreasonable to suppose,
that hundreds of such persons would in pro-
cess of time be provided for by their meet-
ing with facilities to proceed to the interior
for the purpose mentioned? 'They could
carry thetr fegr gﬁﬂdb intwo.or more potaras,
or light boxes, made for the purpose, on one
or more bullocks or ponies™.

It may also be obscrved, that cve long
medical assistouce willbe requived in the in-
lerior, where, at present, professional men
are to be mel with only in the civil and
military stations. Wiill all the good will
and humanity which they generally possess,
the small number of these at cach station,
renderstheir aid available to but afew of the
inhabitants, Much good may be done, and
is done by some of them, to the aborigines

* This feature of colonization will necesuarily add to the revenves
of the state, by the dufies lovied on the goods carried intg the intps
r L] by
rior, and brought fiom thenee into the cities and towns.
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that surround them, to a greater or less cx-
tent ; vbut still, it mayﬁeasily be concelved
that all that they can do, nlust be compara-
tively little. "They may attend to the cases
of many, yet they must nccessarily neglect
the cases of many mdre.” They are Euro-
peans, and the impossibility of enduring
much fatigue, in a climale so unsuited 1o
their constitution, must be taken 1nto consi-
derationt. 'The dignity of their character too,
which has been better calculated to direct
¢ Asiatic labour, than any constant personal
labour at the plough or the anvil,” or, we
may add, at the sick mattress of a poor na-
tive, must not be omilte¢d. They are the
servants of Glovernment, and their power
apd means of enlarging their sphere of use-
fulness must in a good measure depend on
the facilities afforded 1o them for such a pur-
pose. These, and gther equally obvious con-
siderations, would induce many of the East
Indians to apply themselves to the study
and practice of medicine, which they might
be able to do, either al the Scerampore Col-
lege, supposing that it forms a branch of the
instruetions communicated there, or at the
different dispensaries of Caleutta, the super-
intendents of which are at present in the
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habits of taking one or two apprentices from
time to time, In these dispensaries, 1 am
aware they woukd not acquire a knowledge
of analomy, yet what they would lecarn
would not be useless knowledge ; and may.
I not express ahope, that our munificent
Government, ifapplied to, would suffer them
to acquire this part of professional lknow-
ledge at their diflerent hospitals? .Govern-
ment need not support these apprentices;
the Committee of Management of the East
Indian colonization could do it at a small
expense ; or the Calewtla Apprenticing So-
ciety might Be solicited A apprentice them
out {0 Goverumcm but it would not be too
much to presume, that the co-operation of
Government itself in these respeets would
not, be withheld, considering the advaniages
lield out by the establishment of a systemn
like the one delineated in these pages. The
formation of Bast Indian villages would af-
ford ample means of sustenance to their bre-
thren of the luculty, whilst kindred feelings
would render their services, when experi-
ence and time shall have matured their
knowledge of the sciencein question, doubly
pleasing and acceptable. These doctors,
or whatever they be called, would not,
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of course, confine the bt:neﬁts ol their
lmowledﬂ*e m this paru{,ular to their coun-
u-yme;l alon(, but like bmwmhmt parents,
whilst *they cannot ne glent the wants of
their family, they will make all comfortable
around ithem; and thys Indﬂ—Bmimh huma-
nity and generosity will be resounded for
and wide, next to that of those from whom
they are descended. 'The aborigines would,
thervéfort, “share in their valuable services,
and, induced by such acts of kindness, would
endeavour not to forfeit their profitable
triendship by attempts at hostility.

But 1 open the field widep yet, by re-
marking, that’ the increbse of Jiast Iudian
population would prghably, aud perhaps
reasonably, render the revision of the exist-
iy regulations of Glovernment nceessary,
and call for {resh enactments. The pre-
sent{ provisions confine (he very respect-
able office of wwdhnsif, or commissionor,
to tlindoos and Moosulmans, {or the ob-
vious reason, that the Dhtigating paptics
are, at preseni, of one or other of these
two persuasions. But the establishment of
East Indian farms, and the consequent pos-
session of land by them, will require, and
it would be but equity to gront, that the

¥
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st ]11{]111,113 lw placed on .lh}t)mw shmilar

to that on which the others amm! which
would make way for the ;L]*:pi)lmlnf'm of
Christian conunissioners. This may be done
without e¢xpense to (rovermment, as, in-
deed, is the case, with the native IOoRSifs,
who receive no salary from the state, but
are compensated with the price of stamps
digposed of at thejr respective sourts. Chris-
ﬁ‘i'n commissioners could be ]_n'm;_.ded for
in the same mannper. The additional sale
of stamps which would be occasioned by
the Tormation of the establishments here
recommendesd, Wﬂuld auhl,m the revenues
of G overnment. |
- As a pnlmml qnmtmng c(}lemmtlmz will
equally well bear examination. Tt will
‘not be difficuls for the reader to faney him-
self surrounded by a dense population, kept
under auh;wimn as, if we constder the sulr
J(‘f‘i attentively, we shall admit, by compa-
atively sle udvr‘]}mvm' ; or in other words,
the British possessions-in ludia vest upon
very uncertain and problematical oronnds.,
At 'p“l*':tai;ni:' “there isnothing but the awe of
‘astanding ¢ '11*111'y, to suppress any future in-
tm*ual commotion.  Should such a cireum-
stance take place, the army (if then to
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be depended upon) will be required on the
frmmerﬂf. whenee the invasion of our most
formidable encmies is ]llhﬂ}f dreaded ; hut
the removal ofthem thither, would be attend-
ed with circumstances not less fearful than
those which they would thereby be intended
to guard against. The native powers,by whom
wWe are nlmost on all sides swrrounded, hay-

ing the ouly indispensable check upon their
movements taken away, would, it is not
improbable, come forward to the aid of the
malecontents in the heart of the vmum)

JH.ocal corps would then be dangerous to
maintain, much move to augment their 1‘1111i1~
bers by volinteers fmh} the - disaffected
multitude. Lord Bacan has said, that know-.
ledge is power; and Johnson has added,
.t‘hﬂ ““ we have alwhys rvé,grdod letlers as
:é]wm, (}b&tmf*hons to our scheme of subor-

dination.” il these sentuments be mu'vci

the present attempts to oulmlnmx the mxml.&
of the natives, mustbe lonlwtl UPON as SOWing
the dtmtreroub wulbul delii(}ll lllllt‘RH 1:-11”*1‘
circumstances grow up mth them' simul-
taneously o (,mmi{}rlmhuw(‘ their f‘m‘tth.
"FThese ave. [}Luul_y two, the mmmunwalmu
of the g()ﬁ;pel to the natives, and the fumhi.v

tion of I ft%t Indjan (‘lllmllhlilﬂll 'lu say 111;,11.
9 |
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knowledpe unfeitered by  the  salutary
chains of kindred feolings, or untcmpered by
Christian sympaghy, love and forbeurance,
would not be a suspicious weapon in the
hauds of those who do not requure {o be told
that their country hasbeen takkenaway fairly
from them, would be to say, that when a peo-
ple come 1o comprehend the unreasou-
ableness of subjection to a foreign yoke,
however miild 1t may be, and are conscious
of their superior power, (! am here sup-
posing them 1o have advanced in eivili.
zation, and especially to have increased in
number conciderably, and. acquired u fami-
liarity with Buropean (tactics,) they will
still prefer it to tlve possession of those
powers which they once enjoyed. Rt may
potl be an improbable conjecture, that fue
sitrong degree ol attachment which the na-
Wtives atl present display for their protectors,
j's not the fruil of any effort of their judg-
ment ; but the experience of the wide diller-
ence of treatment from the Giovernment un-
der which they were last, and from that un-
der which they are now. Human nature,
however, is capricions. Where no other mo-
tive but that of the lenity of troatmeni which
we enjoy exists, wesoon show how little it
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is to be depended on. [reedom, of whicls
few njep take the trouble to acquive adefi-
nite und rational idea, flgats so loosely n
our infagiuuiimn,, and daneesbelore our eyes
in so many diflerent phrensy-working fors,
that we are not unfrequently apt to make
awanton display of power against all motives
of gratitude, except where religion has huyj-
ed all recollections of the loss of primeval
greainqés'an& liberty, in her broader and
more influential principles of action.  $But
it is said, all knowledge is not power,-- that
literary and religious knowledge is not
power; but v correctness, of this may
he denied. All Fumwlezl@;ﬂ, in its nature,
Is expansive; it opens the mind {o take
in more extended and aceurate views of
thingﬁ, and ewpables it to argue from eau-
ses Lo effeets, from things to their conse-
wquences.  The thirst for knowledge, when
it onee seizes thé mind, is not (o be cagily
checked. #fe that can read a tale, will in
time be able to read history: and he that
can read one history, can read all histories:
andl what must be the consequence, when
the mind has thus far gone, is not difficult
to foretell : But Iforbear to go more deeply
into the subject. § hope the remarks | howe
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treely made, will not be construed into hos
tility agamst conmnypnicaling Imuwlmlwu Lo
the native ml.bj%t:-; of the British Govern
went i India. I am no advoeate’ for an
iliberal system of government, or of despo-
tism ; on the contrary, } maintam, that i 18
no good reason, that because the possession
of knowledge by the natives may prove de-
trimental 1o the contmued prosperity of
British power in India, it shouid be with-
held from them. ive them, therefore,
knowledge, uscful knowledge ; but with it
give them religious knowledge, and if any
thing ean authorize us {o _defy the wish of
WIe .&dmg the country frofh the hands of the
English, it is this, unless the will of Provi-
dence be otherwise. RBetween religious
|rowledge angd othet knowledge, thereis
this difference, that while there is little or
notiiing to temper the passions and views
of men, butevery thing to inflame them on
J‘mug accounts and oceasions in the lat-
}ﬁm there is a kind of compound property
~in the former, which, whilst it cnlarges the
mind, calias the passions at the same time,
Gireat Britain was never, perhaps, blessed
with such dutiful subjects as her present
anes; and to what gt tm*ing? Doubiless to
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the considerable degree of real prety which
exists in her. Hml religion which feaches
obedience and subjection o rulers, when
properly understood, cordially received, and
faithfully adhered to, cannot he dangerous
tor any kingdom:—that rtéliginn which pro-
fesses to teach the dispositions of the citizens
of the kingdom of heaven itself, caunot be
unfriendly to the wellbeing of the kingdoms
of the eghth.

The other ellectnal means 10 ecounteract
any future convulsion, is the facilitation of
colonization. It may be doubted, as it has
~ueen, whether 1t would be xafe to permit
Euaropean colonization }'mr.g The rveeent
conduet of the British colonists who now
form the United States of North America,
mtay seem to allordsoine countenance to the
suspicion; but il is to be fearved, that those
who indulge such doubf, do not carry their
examination of the'subject beyond the pale
of the single instance of misfortune (if it
may be so called) just mentioned, 'The
sitnation of the Anglo-American colonists
at the time referred to, was very different
from what can possibly be the case in
India, should 1t ever be colonized by Ea-
ropeans, What was there in the case of the
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Americans to prevent their taking the step
they bave taken? Nothing that I can see,
unless it be thekfm'beamnce of the atfempt
o tax them without their consent, either of
~ their representatives in parliament, or their
own immediately? Butin India, the thick
- population of natives. would for centuries
prove effectual : checks to. the British colo-
- nists thmwmg off their allegiance to Britain,
- In America, the natives were so féw. dnd so
barbarousg, that the British- colonists found
~ itthe easiest matterito make room for them-
~gelves, by driving them ‘into. the interior,
Should Europeans be per ﬂ_)ltted to colonize
- this:conntry; they will be obliged to scatter
~ -themselvesalmost: thmughﬂut it, 4 .circumis
- stance which. must alone: disqualify, them
- for. copying the exaiple of the ‘British
'E“--Nurth American: colonists. Lam of opinion,
-';thel'aful'e that Europemls may be permitted
~ to colonize the country, fiot only withsafety,
f,,.;hut with great udwmtﬂg@ to the: lnteresatg of
" Bl‘ltﬂ-lll* ot i U s
_.But. whﬂ.tever 7 might be sald a8 m thei_
A;ﬁafaty and, propriety. of permitting Europe-
. ans.to colonize the country; there can he no
“doubt as to the-advantages . that would be
-ﬁlerwed to the Bmtmh Gowmment inIndia



( 187 )

by the colomzatmn of' 1t by Jiast In--:
dians., | o L

- Hast qIndnn towns. and ;zh]lnn*(lb '111 over
the country would be &alutm-y prevent-
ives of the sp__rings' of rebellion. - If any
such thing should ever take place, their all
would be ‘at stake, for the preservation of
which, they would feel it their best inte-
resttoside with the State. Any thing brood-
ing arrau':st the Government . vould be as
.d,a,nge_r{ms to themselves. And what Chris-
tian is there, who would not. take up arms
in support of a Christian Glovernment,—a
Government that allows perfect liberty of
‘conscience, and p1 otects it too? s there an
- Fast Indian who would not do this? He
dislikes to be placed under the galling shac-
Jes of a Hindoo or a Turkish government ;
-iand self-—mterﬂqt sh{)uld incduce him to be
faithful to the Govermment, under which he
_enjoys security of. pl_'()pwty_,--person, and
_conscience. Fle may, therefore, be depended |
‘on to assist in preventing any. turnjoils on
_the part of the natives. What might take
pl&ce two or three hundred years: ]lE}Ile} in
consequence of an. overgrown. population
of East Indians, it would be. i mproper to
-surmise ; for if any such thing should talke

"
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place, will it be less possible to prevent it,
because they have colonized the gountry,
than if they grety up to a large body, with-
out suflicient employment to divert thetr
attention from foolish and hopeless projects
of rescuing the reing of government from
the hands of a power, with wlﬁ)m il would be
rank folly to think to cope successfully, at
any, the longest given periad? Yo prevent
their increasing is almost absolutel y 1mpﬂs-
sible ; oppression would only have an effect
the very opposite of that which it was in-
tended to produce. Hence the only alter-
native left t6 prevent the-increase of East
Indians, is to exterminate them altogether
from the face of the" earth; but whether it
would be a more prudent policy to do this,
or to sufler their growth and by cxtmdmw
their privileges, and permitting them to
acquire a stronger atlachment to, and per®
manent interestin the soil, let those who are
. ¢oncerned in the question, decide: buf we
repeat, that it is improper to surmise that
the East Indians will at any {uture period,
near or distant, turn traitors to their king
and country, even though they should pro-
pagale themselves into an irresistible mul-
ttude. Isnot the country wide enough for
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a couple hundred millions of additional in-
habitdnts? Let us cast our jeyes on the vast
tract of country lying between Bengal and
Behar, and even to Nagpoor, ¢overed with
impenetrable forests,—how easily might
room be made for them there! The castern
territories no less aflford ample space for
some millions to the south and north. With
so muchs reom at command, it would be un-
charitable to entertain the opinion, that the
liege subjects of his Majesty would notwith-
standing revolt. It should not be.forgotten,
however, that so Jong as the aborigines con-
tinue to exhibit ‘irpmgmsswe propensity to
become enlightened, they'will always prove
checks suflicient to crush the buds of the
political ambition of the Jast Indians. A mu-
tual restraint is necessary, and such a re-
straint East Indian colonization abundantly
promises. So thaty instead of ihree or four
hundred years of builliant reign, our Go-
vernment may hope to subsist for ever.«—
Gop sAVvE THE KiIng ! '

A Christian will be allowed to say a few
words respecting an opinion he entertsing
of the pmpagation of the faith, which, he
drusts, is'dearer to him than existence it-
:Aelf, by the aid of colonization. Itis his opi-

T 2
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nion, that colonization by means of Fast
Indians,  would, be o valnable auxiliary to
the spread of the goqpel ‘In proportion as
the East Indians increase innumber, and
‘distribute themselves into separate bodies
(1 different jﬁarté of the country, as farmers,
-&e. which they must in process of time do
for ‘want of room, itis fondly to be hoped,
that they wi]l feel the need of spiritual teach-
ers. Ministers will be necessarily called
for, and will be readily supplied by the
‘Serampoor or the Bishop’s' College, or by’
the several Societies in operation, 1f these
- mnisters: he mﬂiwehca‘}"ﬂ and -zealous, so
Afap _fr-o_m-bul?ymg tgen'- ‘talents within :the
circumference of their 're"a‘s]*jéctiﬁfa' parishes,
e, 1. Bast Indmn {farnys, they will mduwmn |
';to extend ‘their sphere of uséfulness by in-
‘-'_ktmdu(,mgthe gospel among the suiround-
~ing heathen, Sucl & measure. would afford
--‘;"f_m abundant prospect of success; and what
- more than jnmj)acts do we need entertain,
underthe assurance, that ¢he énerease is the
exclusive prerogative of our-adorable Sa-
viour; whose - power is itresistible, and
‘whose graceisineshaustible ? What a small
1" eld is at presentoccupied by the mission-
aries of the gospel, compared with the
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incaleulable miles of country, the untold
numbens of idolaters, that present them-
selves, to our view! Theresources of the
societies engaged in the work of mis-
sions, are not equal to universal eflort,
Supposing, then, each village to have one
minister, who should, if possible, sup-
port himself in the same way as those to
‘whom he would preach statedly, there
would”be as many preachers as villages.
“What extensive scope would be 1{f01~ded to
‘missionary zeal ' But supposing that the
_colonists did not immediately call for mi-
‘nisters, if they tvoiild only give them & wel-
come whenever they itinerated towards the
f'way' of their ffu'ms,ils mi%ionmry sojmli‘n—
srs, for short seawns, there is scarce a
‘doubt’ but that many of thetn would repent-
edly ' visit .their estahllshmems It wmllt]
contribute not a liftle 1o cheer the {:olonlstﬂ
thus to fall in with goad C‘lmstums lrww
and'then. ' If churches be Ol'gamz.ed umong:.
;'i:hem, the ordinances ofreligmu alse would
in time be admmlstemd to them ; and ‘thusy,
with mdustry prospering their tempﬁrul'
_.'matters, and the tmvellmg missionaries. es-
~tablishing thein in the more important con-
‘eerng of a future _Wﬂ’il_'la; surel ¥ ﬁcjth e
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more could be left for mortal probationers
to desire! : .

As to the a(hfantages the East Indians
would command over the aborigines, I shall
in the first place mention the pitiful condi-
tion of the HUindooes, who, through dread of
the destruction of their caste, which would
be the utter downfall of their respectability
in the eyes of their countrymen, and would
at once estrange them from the endear-
ments and kind oflices of their dearest re-
latives, dare not so much as apply a razor to
their clzil{s, or drive a needle through a
piece of cloth! The Easi-Indians are not
thus circumscribed, and in a general point
of view, would be able to compete with the
natives in the acquisition of the comforts of
life. Buat to particularize. The IIindoo
‘dares not feed his own poultry, in conse-
quence of which he is driven to the neces®
sity of living upon fish and vegetables ; but
., even in thase, he {inds he cannot have his
choice, A Ilindoo must not cat turtle,
crabs, salt fish of any kind, &c¢. Consider-
ing the vast demand there is of poultry,
could the poar creatures be permitted mere-
ly to rear live stock for sale, what a great

aoquisition would it not prove to the poor
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Hindoo farmer! 'This, then, is one impor-

tant branch of domestic comfort ellectual-
ly wnped off from his booké, and the space
will be left blank as long as Brahminic
superstition pr epondemtc,s It is not easy
to conceive how men can submit to be thus
fooled. To the,East Indians, who do not
only not scruple to touch and feed poultry,
but also take very good care to make hearty
meals sn their flesh, this would be a com-
plete advantage. How many of the com-
forts of life would they not secure to them-
selves by feeding their own poultry! The
eggs would both glford them wutrilive food,

and the means of increaging their stock.
In what a variety of ways are eggs served
up at our tables! It would be almosta
task to enumerate them; yet nol onc of
them is known to the Ilindoos. A com-
mon omelet has [requently sufficed to {ur-

nish an au‘:uptable meal to less serapulous
people. Itis true, that many Hindoos are
seen devouring a huge heap of ricg, with
nothing else to make it palatable buta picee
of tamarind, cooked or burned in the hearth.
The advantage is evidently in favour of the
former, on the score of cleanliness and de-
licacy. Besides which, such articles of
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{ood as tamarind, acid-balls, &c. are not
usually to be had without being paid for,
unless begping were resorted to ; but where
is the necessity of either, when by feeding
a few fowls, fresh eggs will be at hand at
any time ? Sucoessive and regular propa-
gation of poultry would ,supply our Last
Indians with the most wholesome animal
food ; and if they could contrive to raise
more than would suffice for their own use,
the remainder could advantagcously be
disposed of for ready money. Observe
here, that in the mere feeding and using of
pouliry, the advantages the East Indians
would gain over the llindoos are fouror
five fold, viz. they woald have eggs and flesh
for food, eggs for propagation, the sale of
superiluous stock, and the value of the stock
itself.

Over their Moosulman competitors il
East Indians would command many ad-
. vantages, by feeding pigs, and having a
pigsty. These the Moosulmans must ne-
ver liope to be able to do, without the de-
siruction ol their caste, and exposure to
those misfortunes which the Hindoos would
bethrown Into by turning poulterers. In this

article of the comforts of European life,the
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-Fast Indians would have the following ad-
vantaggs ovor the Moc;?uhnans, and of
coursg over the majority‘of Hindoos like-
wise. L. Pigs breed faster than any other
domesticated quadruped, to a proverb; so
that it would secure to tho East Indians‘a
speedy accumulation of valnable stock, and
a progressive emolument in consequence of
it. 2. A hog or pig slaughtered now and
then, would aflord substantial food for days
together to a numerous family. 3. A hog
previously fattened for the purpose, could
be killed to make hams and saunsapes of all
kinds, which,, after kegping” enough for
home consumption, could be disposed of
for cash. 4. The lard"also would be an.arti-
elg of gain, and at the same time answer
all the purposes to which ‘ghee (clarified
butier) 1s applied by the Hindoos and Moo-
sulmians. 6. The milk of cows, of which ghea
is made, thus savedy could very profitably
be applied to the manufacture of cheeso,
which the ingenuity of our East Iadians

would enable them to make a little more

durable and deleciable than those that go

by the name of Bandel and Dhaka oheeso,

md which they could of course turn to bet-+
er account. 6. Superfluous stoek could bo’

U
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disposed of. And 7.The value of the stock
in hand would always be considerable.
These two arlicres would give the East In-
dians a twelvefold advantage over the IHin-
doos, and sevenfold over the Moosulmans !
If the East Indians chose a suitable site for
their habitations, the feoding of pouliry and
swine would be altended with no expense
whatsoever, ‘.

In the next place, by having their own
fleecy flock to a certainextent, (orio an in-
definite extent, if desired,) the East Indians
would secure some farther advantages over
the Hindoos, to whom, (in the lower pro-
vinces,) 1 fancy,-a sheep is as great an abo-
mination as a hog i§ to a Moosulman. Tt
would procure a variely of food, whether it
be in the shape of a lamb or mutten. Their
wool could either be sold unwroughi, or
spun yarn or worsied. Put it could be md-
nufactured into blankets, 1f the Fast Indians
could but take the pains to learn how to do
it. The skins would always fetch money, so
long as shoes remainced in fashion. If they
could contrive 1o make their own shoes,
(and nothing In the trades is so easy,) what
an advantage would i1t not alford them!
At any rate, the skiny could be sold for
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ready money, or ready made shoes could be
procuved by bartering skins for them. Nor
needs tlm fat of sheep to We thrown away,
as it could be appropriated to several use-
ful purposes. We have frequently seen
butchers feeding their Jamps with the fat of
mutton, insiead of oil. If mixed up with a
proper quantity of hog’s lard, it would be
very servigeable in preserving Bologna sau-
sages, &e. sbesides which, if the East Indians
made their own wooden household furni-
ture, an excellent polish m:ght be made
of the fat of mutton mixed up with sundry
other ingredients, Moreover,sa superabun-
dance of stock neceds not {p be kept up, so
that a portion might sbe got rid of in the
market, or to travelluw dealers in live stoek.
And in the same manner with the other ar-
ticles, the stock in hand would be worth
money. Let tho reader add these advan-
tages to those lll’)the(l m the two foregoing
articles, and say on which side the advan-

tages lie.
Another wholesome article to whmh 80~

ciety is accustomed, is fish, which most of

the Hindoos who are not downright fisher-

men are under the necessity of buying,

This being the only animal food allowed
o 2
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them, next {o rice constitutes their princi-
pal dish. 'The East Indiang could supply
themselves with it, by casting thmr net or
drawing their seine in the tuul{, Lll{L, or
river, on the bank or in the neighbourhood
of which they might ercct their habitations,
It is not necessary that they should turn
regular fishermen; nevertheless, by hand-
ling their own nets, they would, avoid the
necessity of depending upon the natives for
supplying them with fish. It is the casiest
thing in the world to make nets. 1 recol-
Ject, that at a certain time, I and three others
took in hand‘and finished a large net, of se-
veral feet in length and breadth, in the
course of 15 hours, fof the purpose of catch-
ing lying foxes. We commenced an the
morning, and canght our game at night the
same day. The Hindoos, with the excep-
tion of the Muclihooa casic, must not vens
ture to dry their fish ; sq that if one of them
should by angling take up a large fish, he
must cither throw away the best part of it,
distribuie it among his neighbours,(by which
he makes a virtue of necessily,) or cat the
whole before morning, and the next morn-~
ing die of a surfeli I have witnessed se-
veral instances of their falling soriously.ill

I',"'
F
|
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by gormandizing on fishes which have by
some ‘foriunate accident heen thrown in
their way. 1t is not commonly known how
many of them die by cating immoderately of
the sable-fish. llad they the option of ci-
ther drying a part of it, or making what is
ealled ¢ tamarind fish,” there would be a
varviety of food at their command, as well a
saving of money, leaving the circumstance
of dying by eating fish out of the question.,
But since the East Indians ave al liberty to
make what use they please of figsh, they would
gain farther decided advantages over their
qualmish competitors of the lhindoo caste. -

I have en passant mentibned the conse-
quences the Hindoos, and 'T will add, the
Moosulmans are subject to, from their ad-
herence to a system of harassing supersti-
tion and idolatry, by which the Brahmins
Rave acquirved an wnlimited and irresistible
dominion over thewe, T will endeavour to
throw furthor light on the subjeet, with a
view to illustrate the advantages thd Kust
Indians could command, in carrying on a
competition with the aborigines.

If either of the abovementioned classes of
people have to celebrale a marriage, they'

5 1w ’

must indispensably invite all their neigh-
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bours to partake of a feast. If they fail to do
_it, they are forthwith cjected (rom every cir-
cle, are thenvc}ln*wm‘d 1'egm*du1 a8 infa-
mous, and become a byeword in the pluce of
their abode; and to such an extent is ill-will
carried towards them, that the poor outcasts
‘cannot prevail upon their neigh boursto come
and bury their dead for them. In short, they
must undergo the expense of feagting them,
orbeasolitary thingin “‘the world’s wiele com-
mon.” Inordertoescapeall this, the Moosul-
© mans are pb]iged to give a dinner as often
as they have achild to circumecise, on every
marriage that takes place in their house,
and twice at least; if a death occurs; alter
four, and again aftef“ forty days, The ex.
penditure 0{' money fal]s heaviest on the poor
- Hindoos, who in addition to regaling their
“neighbours on every ceremonial occasion,

‘have T make munificent presents to theid
Gooroosiand other Brahmins, In-addition

~to these,\all their religious observances or
poﬁjﬂ»\lﬁ makea continual breachin theirhard-
earned cash, "I'o enable them to defray such
absurd-. exPenses, they are obliged to bor-
row money at an exorbitant vate of interest,
énot at any time less than two pice per rupee
monthly,) which thev freanentlv have it not
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in their power to liquidate during the rest
of their lives., Hence we often- hear them
complam, that they are obt lged to pay eight
or twelve annas per month out of their in-
come to theirready-moneyMuhajuns, by way
of interest. To these calling fettors, thanks -
to Christianity, the East Indians will never
consent tosubmit: hence an incalculable ad-
vantaﬂgeﬂia past dispute within their reach.
Simplys from not having the best portion of
their gains swallowed up by vain ceremonies
and unnecessmy feastings, the advantagﬂs ;
will be found to be effectually on th,e side of
the East Indian colonisty; whb will,in pro-
cess of time, be by far the most successful
cultivators of the soilrand in a condition to
vie with the mwost regspectable landholders
among their silly, pt‘lest—~1'1dden comper-
titors., SN c |
* Again, exceptmg the weaver caqte Wh(}
are generally confined totheirlooms, (though
some of them cultivate lands,) the Hindoos
would be excluded from society, if they got
up their own wearing apparel. The Moosul-
mans are not a whit better off. If the fe-
male members of an East Indian’s family
were to undertake the weaving of cloth fox
the use of their families, another: groat ad-
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vantage would be gained by them over his
circumscribed competitors. , And why may
they not do it? &Vhy should not the {emales
of the Kast Indian colonist’s family be eapa-
ble of engaging in an occupation which is
nhot less honorable than 1the art l:}f wmwng’?
They would not surely like it to be said of
them, that the wives ol the native farmers
were more useful than they. Inlreland and
Scotland, in pgencral, the fair sex have this
indispensable work o perform ; and were it
noi fortheir laudable industry in this branch
of the comlorts of civilized life, we should
probably nevér have come tothe sight of the
Ivish linen, or plaid .of the prettiest hucs
and fincst textures, that are.annually import-
cd into this country. [I{ is one of the easiest
arts, and a child of eight or ten years of age is
eqq&lﬂto undertake it; it secems thevelore
welladdpiedtothe delicaje sysiem of feinales:
Iixceptithe the stretehing out the warp in tho
first -instance, the whole of the details of
weaving 18 performed within doors, Iow
truly gratifying to the feelings of an indus-
trious female would itbe, 10 behold her dear
family deecently clothed by the labour of
her own hands! What a genuine cauvse for
her husband to set a due value on the pos-
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session of such a treasure! And would not
this natarally win his heart? to be more at-
tached*o her? Ifer children, or others con-
neclted with her, would doubtless venerate
ker interesting character, and impercepti-
bly learn to lnntate her virtues. In life she
would be a blessing 1o all around her, and
death would not be able to blot out the
grateful femembrance of self-denial and in-
dustry from the mindsof the survivors, Who
would not admite such a person? Beauly
leaves not a vestige of its existencé, alter the
departure of the possessor of ig ; but indus-
try leaves trophies behind. There are some
amongst the Kast Indign fe;nales whotake no
small pains to excelin the art of making car-
pels. Now were they totake halfthe pains thus
bestowed upon a piece of work which is not
hy half so useful as weaving cloth {or home
use, they would sodn find thc blossings that
oo along with choosmn‘ sm'vmmble, vather
than ornamental work. An industrious dis-
position in a wife is the most powerful encou-
ragementio promote acorresponding temper
in the husband ; but an indolent one will
clothe herhusband with rags, to the great dis-
comfort of her own life. A man maylove an
indolent wife, but he cannot admire her. He
p. &
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should not be éredited if he said so, as it is.
certain he doef not speak what ho thinks
and feels. But the character of an indus-
trious female of the wvming class, above

all other secular artists, 1.5 of such an inte-
resting neture, that the pages of inspiration
have not failed Lo make the most respecta-
ble mention of it. * Qther danghters have
done well, but thou excellest thent alt
« Another advantage in favour of the B ‘1&1: -
Indian colonists would be' their ‘undertak+
ing the ciltivation of all sorts of grain and
vogetables. ¢ This the aborigines are not
permitted to do. There are certain articles
which every, Hmdcm,m Moosulman former
mustnot attempt to-cultivate, either from the
fodr of expulsion from society, or becaiise
they have not .obtained in his family from
the time ofhis ancestors; as the betel, forin:
stance, which is mnﬁnéd altbgethey to the
Pantee caste, It-is tmc, the mborigines are '
not ...m'.uhlblted Afrom cultivating . mustard
seed,sesamun, castor, &c¢. butihe advaniape
40 the Tast Indians would lie in the manufacs
turing of theminto oil, whichthe formerdare
not do, unlessthey be:of the Koloo caste, and
‘evena Kolooisneyer: atcultwmomof themate»
rvialshe uses to promote-his trade. The mes



( 155 )

thod af making oilis rem arkablysimple. The
mill; which is made of wooll at'a very small

expende, is turned by only one ox. The pre-

sence of the milleris not indispensable at
the mill ; he may come ta it now and then
for the putrpose of putting a fresh quantity
of seed into the funnel. The mustard sead
would yield him oil for culinary purposes,
and the,8ediment (called Khullee by the na-
tives) would afford a necessary atrticle of
food for his cattle. 'The sesamum likewisé
yields oil, which is applied to vavious uses
'.bty‘. the native_s; to ‘'whom therefore it could
be sold for ready money. , These two arti-
cles do not require the appropsiation of exs
clusive spots of ground. The early rice; or
ousdhan, being ;1*’9_&13 ed in Se ptember, makes

room for various articles, amongst which are

mustard ‘and sesamum. The castor is fra-
quently sown on the banks of tanks, and
in spots where nothing else could be pro-

fitably cultivated, -:ﬂmugh more paips are

taken with it in the upper provinces, A si-

milar practice could be resorted to by the

East Indians, " He could manufactureitinto

whatis called ¢* cold-drawn castor oil,” and,

sell ‘it a5 a medicine, or makeit in' the coms

‘mon mg, by frying th e'-3?'s¢e'tl'?-b¢fm'e it 1g pﬁt-
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into the mill, which would make it a very
- good substitute" for mustard oil to feed his
lamps with., The mustard oil thus saved
could be sold to the aborigines to preat ad-
vantage. It is true, that such an extent of
land could not be spared for these articles
of culiivation as 1o cnable the INast Indiall
colonists 10 keep their mills constantly 20~
ing from the produce of them. Bit father
than let them stand still, they could pur-

chase the sced from the natives, and manu-
facture oil, which would both pay the ex-
pensc of buyeng it, leave the Klmllw for ithe
use of the cattle, and yield some profit by
the sale of the 0ll. Fn like manner, cocoa-
nut could be procured, which of itself
would keep soveral hands pretty well ome
ployed. The oil would be extracted ; the
shell would be cleaned for making ¢ hohble-
bobbles” {for the use of ﬂle natives ; and the
coir could be manufactured info rope or
cables. Morcover, the remains of the mill
afford a very fattening article of food for
swine.

It wounld be indispensable {or the Bast In-
,dians to cultivate their own cotion like the
abovigines, 'The mere cultivation of it puts
thom on. an equal footing with the latter;
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but tuere are other circumstances connectod
with it, Wwhich would eive the decided ad-
vantagt to the colonists, They should not
sell the cotton, but get the thread spun out
of it at home. T do not conceive that the
whole of the cotton produced in the hields
of the colonists could be spun within doors.
The surplus could be given to the native
spinners in the neighbourhood, who would
oive thread in exchange, according to the
respective valaation of each. The advantage
lies in this, that whereas the native weavers
are invariably obliged 1o buw their thread
in the markefs for ready money, the East
Indian colonist wouldshave it for barter ; and
as the cotton would be the price of the sti-
phlated quantam of threads advanced, the
ihread would bear a less value than it does
at the market. It is well worthy of remark,
that a single female spinner of thread in a
native farmer’s family, spins sufficient, and
more than suflicient for clothing the, whole
family, besides procuring various domestie
articles by the sale of superfluous quantities,
So far as this, J trust, the East Indian {e-
male might be allowed to be capable of do-
ing : but in order to surpass the natives, they
should have nothing more to do than weave
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their own cloth., If thread could, however,
be obtained frofa their neighbours in ex-
¢hange {or cotton, it would be more "adyig-
able to supersede the spinning department
by engaging exclusively in the weaving
one. ‘ y

We must not forget to notice some other
ihings, which ai first sight might appear un-
important, but which would not préye‘to be
such to our colonists ; for by overlooking
or negleciing to attend tothem, because they
appeared rifling, they would constantly be
subject 1o anmnoyance from their native
neighbours, on whom they would thereby
be obliged to depend, In the first place,
though the purchase of plonghs, and all the
component pavis of its furniture, might he
effected by small sums of money, aud the
work of carpenter and smith obtained (or
few annas, yet much time is lost by dancing
pttendanco on those ariists for the construe-
tion of a single plongh or plough-share ;
and aftor all, a day or two is to be spent pro-
bably at their shops, (o gei them made soon.
Now, as to the wooden part of the work, if
the colonists conldacquire the commonestuse
of the adze, they would not only make their
own ploughs and rakes, but could cause the
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native farmers to depend upon them. Many
otherlittle things could be thentioned,which
could *be done at leisure, both to the saving
of small sums of money, and the viddance
of obligation to the aboriginal artists,

En addition to all these, they have the ad-
vaniage of having excellent publications on
improved methods of cultivation, the reat-
ing ol gatlle, &e. vespecling which the na-
tives must yel for a long while remain in the
dark. They are inthis one respect, at least
a century behind the East Indiais. A gra-
«dual introduction of improvements would
no doubt cause the scales to bend very much
in favour of our colonjsts, These improve-
ments would as a necessary consequence be
bdrrowed by the aborigines,avho would per-
«ceive the superiority of science over old
pog-trot custom, and readily adopt the me-
thods practised antong thent, Before, how-
cver, such a disposition 1s produced in the
minds of the natives, the ast Indians will
have established themselves properly in
their business ; and if not arrived at a con-
dition 1o preclude the possibility of all man-
ner of competition with them, they will have
been placed on afooting in which they need
not fear any thing from the natives.
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The Bast Indians ought not any longer to
suffer themselvés to be deceived by ¢he false
appearances of things—they oughts to ba
well assured, that the road to their prospe-
rity lies in the cultivation of the soil—they
ought to see the imprudence of centring
their hopes in one point—they ought lo give
up their false notions—they ought to despise
the foolish insinuations of pride—*tirey vught
to consider what indignities they suffer-—
what miserics await neglect—what motives
address them-—~what fields invite them.

Arise, thgn, my counirymen—* up and
be doing.” Lel hot anothér moment be
lost-—apply with prugence, with resolution,
with ardour, and apply yourself immediato-
ly to the work ol cdionization—Ilor 2here
-your honour, your wealth, your happiness

lie.
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Remarks on the present Mode of Agriculiure among
] the Aborigines.

Inpia, excepting that tract of country which extends from
the Jangul Mulial to the sea soutl, and as far as Sreehut (or Syl-
het) east, exhibits the most diversified prospects. Deyond the ex-
tent of dowmary®mentioned, there are all the varieties of scendry
and soil which form the characteristics of a beautiful and iute-
resting country. The lower parts of Bengal, however, present a
sameness of scenery nlmost thronghout : its soil is notwithstand-
ing so very fertile, that s very small portion gf tiouble and
expense would render a person's residence, in certain parts of
it, charming, 'The banks of the Ganges, oy those of any other
of the rivers with which it abounels, afford very picturesque
sites for a person’s habitation, The waestern parts, owing to the
pavcity of hands devoted to agricyltire, are oveggrown with brash-
wood ; while the eastern parts, with some exceptions, ais ovorritt
with reeds and high grass, and, during three or four months in the
year, ure undet vater. The Jynteen mowmtaing, ns well as those
which are situate further south, pour down n vast body of wator
into the low conuntriss, and deluge them to a very great oxlent,
Ii? consequence of this, the villages in those pavts are built upen
high spots of ground ralsed Tor the purpose ; and hence thore, as
woll as in the district of Lafbor, communication is cut off, ag it
vespects travelling on foot. Tha people go in boats from onee
pince to another, which bave the appearance of islands in the
midst of an ocean, This sort of scenery is peculiar to the eastern
parts of Bengnl,  The western parts, again, rise giadually, and end
in lofty mountains, o little beyond Bankoora, Indig, to thesouth, has
much the dame appenrance as the neighbourheod of Caleutta, with
the only diffevence, that it is beautified-with the towering aspect
of tho Neelgireo and other hills, The soil, in many places, i3 extremos
ly luxuriant, 1 have pnssed through paddy-fields in which my

XY
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palangain heg beeh aimost hid, The soil of this place appears to
me richer than any I have yet noticed, Some perts of 1L ave lin-
able to inundation, but sucl a circumstance is of tate oceur-
rence, As the traveller proceeds further west, ho is echarmed with
a delightful grandeur of scenery, both during his agebnt up the
table land of Hnzareebagh, and in his descent down Sherghate,
where it is especially so, Excepting this portion, and cerlain other
smaller ones, which it does not fall under my present provie@e
to describe, India prosents an endless forest Lo view, tecming, as
will ba readily supposed, with wild beasts of all sorts, As the tra-
veller “descends from the Sherghatee beights, aud proceeds, the
forests gradually lessen, and extensive plains open to view on all
sides, which continuously prevail until the approach 1o o vast range
of hills, which I perceived to take its rise from the grost river Son
(Sone), and pass 1 its progross at the back of Mirzapoor, beyond
which I have not been, and, probably, colonization, by means of
Tast Indians, wuulr.l not be allowed.

Having visited many places in the Duklkhun, I could enlarge
considerably on the charographical peculinrities of them ; but, as,
I thitle, the Last fhdmna would not boe permitted to establish
themselves within the dominions of the native princes that govern
them, it would be ummlwrtnnt tg tlo 80, Teannot help mentioning,
however, that mruumatnnnes of th{:': wost interesting and encou-
raging nature are to be met with throughout tho Dukkhun ; and if
colonization wore sangtioned, it would, I have no doubt, progher,
Thore is probably not anolher portion of FHindoosthan which
botrays such signs of tho absence of ngrienltural hands as this,
Whole towns and villages have been abandoned, in consequencenof
which, the ciroumjacent countiy is wacossarily reduced to desoln-
tion. This cannot be owing to thersoil 3 for it appeared to me to
. possess not only variety, but luxuriancy, to the full extent ofa por-
son's wishes. I have nlso visited some parts of Qurissa, which, ex-
cepting the sen const, in genernl, or rather, all that pavt which lies
batween the sea const and the hills, corresponds in its chorogra-
phy with Midnapore. Much vseful information respecting this
intéreting portion of Ilindoosthan has been offtied to the pub-
lic by Mvr, Sterling, it his excellent, work®, It iy well worthy of
11eruaal "Lhere are one or two particulms on which I entertain

* A Gaographical, Statistice], and Higtoricnl Skotoh of Qovlsn Propor
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n different opinton, especially respecting the goil of certain parts
of it where I have been, and tock down notes of a vaiety of local
and other gunumatﬂnueq In short, alt that tract which com-
prises, or did once compiise, the tenitories of the rajas of Khoor-
da, has békn very seandalously neglected ; and whot might with
proper managenient be made to yield a full remunaration of the
Jabows of the cultivator, now scarcely produces sufficient to
cOver the expense of cultivation, Thera are, however, craditable
exceptions, Ourisse contains every thing almost of which any
society can stand in need, Some parts of its scenery are truly sub-
lime. Colonization would probably succeed as well here, if not
better, than in any other part of Hindoosthan compiised within
the Diisish scisitories, taken either in a commercial or agricul«
tural pointoof view,

No country in the world has so many large rivers, and which
are so admirably caleulated to convey to the sea the wmighty
torrents that roll down the numerous chuinsﬁ of mountaing
which line its northern sud western boundaries, as Hindoos~
than, which otherwise would be umnhublglblﬂm The eastern
parts are very low, npd though theig are immense rivers which
ran thmugh them, yet thuy are subject to annual inundations,
which raise the water, in some places, twenty feet above the
earth,  On the contrary, the weatnrn parts, tﬁmugh they ars wa-
tered by the Damoodur, Sune, Gangeﬂ, Jumng, and & multitude
of bther rivera of a lesser mngmtude, are yery {requently parched
for want of suflicioney of water.  The wisdom of Providence ap-
pears conspicuously in this arrangement; since, had thore been
s much water in the higher parts as is met with in the nether,
tha consequence would be, shat wheat, one of the natwral produg-
tions of those parts, and in which these inhabitants have been,
from their first immigration into them, accustomed to live, would,
fuil, and thus oblige them to abandon them. Rice, which is easian
of digestion than wheat,~gome may not agree in thisBpinion,—
on the other hand, is properly placed in abundance in a part of
the country which is much hotter. Here, therefore,is an abun-
dance of water to assist its growth and fruitfulness, Wheat,' which
does not require so much moisturs as rice, is, therefore, with pros
prmty most attended to in the western parts, In the southern paris,
it i very romrkable that there is not eyen an equal praportmn

v 2
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of rice and whent culiivated, The lattor would certainly seem to
he ummﬁung{mm! to them, fromt the scarcity ol water m it ; but
why Lhe preferenee ig gwen to the [ormer, 1 do uot feol ,}nysuli ¢omMm~
petent to hazard an opinion,

Therve 18 not a river in the Dukkhun whish can be Gomparad
to the Ganges., Most of the rivers have seatcely any water during
the hot season,  This local incapacity (if T may be allowed the
use of the expression) of the Dukkhun, us well as of the westerhy
parts of Uindoosthan, is, however, parily remodied by lnrgo sheets
of water, which may be cplled lokes, which colleet in dilfercut
places, and by the deep pits or wells which are dug for the
purpose of supplying the requisite irvigation, The multitnde
of small rivers, in Bengal, which never dry up, saws gJi that trou-
ble to its inhabitants which those of the other parts alseady men-
tioved have., Inmany places of it, however, much injury is done
to the crops for want of wator, If proprietors of oxtensive estates
were: to cruse Jurge tanks or canals to be dug ai proper dis-
tnnees all ovor such parts as are subject to drought, the cvils
sustained from jt wipul{l bo nvoided. It is true, that many of
them are in the habits ofcgetting tanks dug ; but they are
vsually intended to supply the need of pilgrims : henee they nre
mostly found by the sides of high-roads, A multiplicity of tanks
would have the ndvantage of cuncentrnthlg tha wuter in the event
of inundations, and thereby in g great meusure of pruventmg
the interruptions Lo which, from this cause, the cultivators dre

~ugually subjeet, and also afford & ready supply when drought
may prevails  Lincks and lacks of rupees have beon expendod
in making banks on the sides of rivers, in order to prevent inum
dation, IInd theso vast sums beeit® appropriated to the dig-
ging of large tanks or canals, itmvould cortainly bave been
~attended with botter rosulta,  What, on this plan, would be lost
in ground, which these tanks would oceupy, would be niave than
coverod by rescuing lmge crops from total failure, owing Lo the
present inindations on the one hand, and dronghta on the othor,
Tlese reservoirs might bo 90 situsted ag to have communieations
with the small rivers, in order to provide against the insalubrious
effects of stagnant waters, "Mhere are extonsivo Jhoels, or Julns,
pll oyer the country, which ctcupy more land than they onght tor
be stilfered 1o do, Tho middle part of them should be dug deeper,
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which would prevent swamps, and much Iand would be recovored
by their respective owners by this means, .
Lmnanfably deficiens as the state of thigs is, and considering
also the inadequate pains they tnke to improve their lands, the
Yeople conive to manage their cultivations well enough,  In the
western provinces, and in the Dukkhun, generally, the farmars
sink deep pits or wells, some of which are filty ov sixly feet deep,
frodw which they draw up water, either in iron vessels or leathern
bags, for the pugpose of frvigation, I have not scen the former used
in the western provinces, Two oxen or bullocks ae indispen«
sable at ench of these wells, according to the native method, when
they wish to take up water, The leathern bags, or the pukhalees
(the namg ol the iron vessels), are lowered down into the wells
by means ofé & rope, which passes over o small wheel, supported
either on two posts or earthen pillats, which is turned by the
oxen, and draws up the vessel again : by this means one pair of
cattle are able to irvigate about thiece beeghas of land a duy,
This, however, is the highest rate of the powers of The native cat
tle, owing to tho little care taken of them, god the littla food
they got to ent, Oyr East Indiang, if they could not pitch
upon more favowrable sites, could outdp the nntives in the ir
rigation of their lands by the use of tread-wheels, to be turned by
tnttoos thiown into them, or by weights on the principles of clock-
work, The uppliontion of the labter to a varlsty of other uses
would save no little expense and labonr ; apd as they are simple
in their construction, they counld be done for a trifle, and expedi-
tiously, I would recommmend that every two beeghas of land be
fumiished with a deep well, In some pluees, it would be necassn-
ry to bavo one forench beeghd ; and eveun should the ground be
ever 80 low, they should still bave wells, unless large tanks could
be dug at certain distances, in which case, the water should be
eavafully p1oserved, and not suffered, ag is comumonly the oase, to
ran out through wide openings laft at two ends, where there are
ghuts for the accommodntion of travellers, ‘These tanks, cleared
out every third yesr, would have their depths, and the purity of
their water preserved; and the corrupt or putrid esrth aocumus.
Jated during that time, being thrown into the field in proper
gquantities, would enrieh the soil for two or throe yonrs,. Suchn sort
of manure is far superior to the dung of animals, orbf any thing
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olse that T am ncquainted with, These tanks should be kept cleay
of weegs, and wall stocked with fish,wiich, while they would afford
the colonists very exceHent food, would by their mgvements pro-
veut the water from stagnating, Each tank thus taken oure of
would supply a plentiful irrigation to 100 boeghas olland, pro-
vided it be made of a snjtable size,

I have alvendy hinted, that the couniry, snd, indeed, alinost
every district, affords a variety ol suils. It comprises loam, sefid,
chalk, and differcut degrees of admixture of oach.. There nre cer-
tain, and some of them extensive, spots, which are impregnated
with iron ore, and other mineral substances that are inimical to
the growth of certnin articles, The only way, of course, to turn
them to account, would be to alloy them to sushthings sa avo
snited to their nature, that is, such things as may possibly grow
upon such ground. Simple as this advice many appear, it uever oc-
curs to the poor natives.  Yach wibe is allowed to cultivate
certain thin‘gsfﬁnly ; and ag tliey can thrive on certain soils only,
the lands in which they fail aro forthwith abavdoned as useless,
Honce the many yuoultivated tracts of country ealled na layug
nudeet, which we behold, JE wheat, rice, or sugar-cane will not
yrow there, the farmers pre quito nonplussed, and take no furthey
paing with them, =~There was a spot of ground at Hooglee which
1obody would take up, on recount of the aoil, which was sandy. I
00k it up, and with very little trouble made it to yield almost
svery thing that is cubkivated in the eountry, to the great surrise
of my neighbowrs, In the distriet of Durdwan, T observed that
the natives manwetd theiv paddy fields with big elods of hartdened
oy, which they bring fromv the beds of shalfow ponds, and whiah,
a8 they laid them under no necesstiy of digging them up, being
nitarally eracked into large cokes (so to spoale) by the heat of
tho sun, and being very loose, they hind only to take up, and
earry thew wherever they plessed. In every other plaee that I am
acquainted with, the farmers enst o few baskets of decomposed
lung, mixed with nshes, and a vaviety of such rubbish as they daily
weep into a place hollowed for their reception, close to their hne
itations.  T'he quantity is, howevor, vory inndequato ; for I sl
lom suw more than wwenty baskets full thrown into euch beegha
f land, and even this had mora of rubbish than dung in it. 'Tha
scaitiness of the lutter is_owlng to the large quantities which ara
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reserved for fuel, which they make into small round cakes, and
stick up on the mud walls or tatees which swround their dwell-
ings, or on the ground, for the purpose gf drying ; after Which,
they cither take them to the market to sell, or keep them for their
Yown use, te cook their vietunls with, Much dung is also lost by
their neglecting to collect them soon enmlgh, which is thus spf-
fered to be destroyed by worms and whito ants. Hence they are
neswr able to manure a piece of groumd afresh for every expected
crop, They havg searcely any idea of improving the soil, and if
they had, their well known indolence would prevent thejr doing
it. # Ifthe ground will yield by mere ploughing and sowing, well,
~if not, we cannot help it,"” would appear to be the maxim of
every natjve {iu per with vespect to agriculture,

Their implements of husbandry ave of the same fushion ss exist«
ed a couple of thousand years ago, and uniform all over those parts
of the country which I have visited, Their ploughs are so very
simall and rickety, that one would suppose they could not turn up
& dozen yards of earth; but their cattle, bein@ inured to the
drudgery, enable them to do more with them than their feeble-
ness wouwld promise, As they usually cofhmence ploughing
when the ground has become hard, all that they can do, at
the first ploughing, s to drag the plough slong almost over
the surface of the earth,~-an ifconvenience®which could easily
be avoided, by going to the field a Yew days before the earth is
haflencd too much, The prelent nmdﬂ“uf ploughing involvas
g denl of unveccssary labour, Doth 1o men and Densts, and
verifies tho adage,  Lazy folks take the most pains,” If you
asg them, “ Why have you not commenced ploughing sponer 3”
the nnswer is, ¢* X waited for the rain to soften the ground.”
« And why,” if you rejoin, “glid you not do it hefore it becathe
g0 hard 27 ¢« Nobady else did it,” is tho answer., Now if our
Tnst Indian colonists would but just do what nobody else does,®
in addition to what they do, is there a shadow of donbs that they
would do better than the aborigines ?

The time thus lost, would almest suffico for an extrnurdlnﬂry
crop. But, as I was observing, the plough does not penelrate the
enrth more than three inches, If they attempted to eclevate the
slinft u couple inches higher than usual at the first ploughing, the
share would hecome a little more perpendicular, .and run twd
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or three inches deeper into the gromd ; hut then the plong!
would ero to pieces, or the oxen would [l down, Aegording te
the present mode, therefbre, a picee of groutil 18 not fit for sowing
before it has been run througl by inches in depth, at lenst five o
six times, backwards and forwards, and transversely off CrOSSWILYS,
It frequently happens, that they are obliged to wait {ov rniv 8o
long, that when it at length comes, such torvents are poured
down, that the water is knee deep in the fields ero they fifive
been once ploughed, Now il they wait Gl thetwaters nra dried
up, it would preliably be the loss of one season, a9 successive
showers might make, things only worse,  They nre, therelore, ob-
liged Lo subject their poor catdle and themselves to the nconvo-
nience of ploughing in the water. When the landg heve een pro-
perly puddled, they transplant the young rice plantd therve from
a bed in which they have been previously reared for this purpose.
This process is observed in reference to the Amun dhan. As to
the doos dhan, this crop musl be lost if there is not rain, as they
scldom or ncver toko the trouble to irrigate their Inds, T have
frequently remarkeq, thas the cattle of the natives are pulled down
the third year. e r

Theiv ploughs ave made of the bable, or neacin tree, and costs
about cight aunag, including .the ploughshare, and the rest
of the furniture Lelonging to 1. The share is about six incles
in length, and twe iuchos in breadth, and as thin nlatosy ay
o waler, When muet work is 1o be accomplished, it requives
to be tnken to the blacksimith once n weack,  Fhe other purts
of the plough are of wood, sud, ag [ have before observed, vory
slender, The eattle aro 50 much used to this machine, that tifdy
creep along very mueh ot their east, insomuch that o lad of 10
years of age is frequently seen mafinging them with much con-
venience,  Nowithstanding all this, n paiv of good cattle are able
to plough at one time from 10 to 12 boeghas of land with ease,
They might be mnde to do more, and with less fatigue, wero
they not plonghed with at midday,

Alter two or three duys, they very properly repoat the plogli-
ing of ench apot, during which interval they go 10 such as are yet
unplonghed. By this method time is allowed for the last plongh-

-~

* See for fuather yemmks on this point, the body of the E<any, pv 3.
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ed spots to avaporate, and the moisture of their clods to bo ab-
sorbed by the air; but they return ere the clods ave rengered
too hard to be reduced to dust. They, hewever, usually coms
merce 8o lﬂtﬂ:. that they lhove mot time sullicient to break the
Mods, cithey because the rains hpve made them too soft, or
the drought too bard,  In either case, it larts the eattle
inueh, If the ground is moist, it galls their shoulders ; il
toosard, it injures their hoofs, and does not fail to make
the men smart considerably, Some articles of cultivation, such
as tobaceo, radish, &e. require much ploughing ; but were they to
commence it immediately after the last crop of rice has been
reaped, and if an intermediate one could not be gained beside,
the turning up of the earth betimes, would have the effect of ex-
hausting the doil of all its evil qualities, ‘snd render swecessive
ploughings ensy.

The harrows which they use are of a piece with their ploughs,
These aro nothing more than small bamboo ladders, constracted,
like g1l their other useful implements, in the simplout and rudess
manner, They are of varieus lengths ; a piece of bamboo being
split in two, four or five thinner pieces, of the lchigth of a cubit or
g0 each, are infixed into them cross Mays, and made fast ai, the
ends by ropes, The ladder thus prepared is umted to the yoke
by means of another rope of the Jemgth of five, sx, or seven feet,
and dragged by a couple of oxen, while a man stands on it, both
withy a view of giving weight to, and guiding it. The use of this
muachine is too well known to need to be m2utloned : it is seves
ral times, for successive days, carried backsvards and {orwards ovor
the ploughed ground before the clods rre veduced to dust; nor
pvdh then, for very frequently a great many of them are observed
lying unbroken all over the filld. If the spiky roller wero intro«y
duced into the country, what a Beal of time and labowr might be
saved 1 This boon is probubly reserved for the Iust Indians,
The harrows intended for smoothing gardens, and spaces under
topes of trees, are smaller, which is frequently the case, o3 ginger
and turmerick ave commonly planted in the Iatier of those de
aoriptions of ground, where they not only thrive best, but the
earth nbout the roots of tices, being in econsequencoe of their be-
ing planted there, loosened, tends to aceelerate their growth, and

/]
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make them fruitful, A new harow is usunlly mado onece every
yeny, Mt a very trifling éxpénae,

I need not take up the render’s time with dﬂ%t‘aru}tmnﬁ of the
other few implements of hnsbandiy in use among the natives, such
na the hoe, scythe, &e. as they me to be seen in the possession of
every Malee in town, They may be mentioned, shduld the va-
rious articles of enltivation to be tréated of require i, 1 ennnot,
however, omil inviting the attention of the st Indinns, iprihis
place, to the fnet of tlie richness of the soil of Indin, which, with
such imperfeet tools and such insufiicient labour, enables its in-
habitants, where othey loeal eirgumstunces do not prove detyi-
mental, to live com{ortably. ‘

The following are some among the articles’ which geeupy, in
their enltivation, the principal nttentlon of the ngpiculturists of
this country,

Rice or Paddy, of which thera nre innumerable species, is the
grand atnple unmmndtty of Bengnl Qurissyt, and the Dukkhun, as
wheat is of the western provinces, The cultivation of this article
may be divided into three crops, i, e, the amnn, the aoos, nud the
boro. 'The acos s uniformly cultivated, in Bengal, the western
provinces, Ourlssa, and the Dukkhun, firat, Its cultivation com-
mences fn tle'months of April and May. I have already noticed the
method of ploughing ndopted Yor the rearing of this avticle. The
next thing attended to is thie seattering of tlw seed, after which now
thing further is done until the glowth of g g.,rns B¢, rendors weeding
neceggary, This is ‘oflected cithor by employing day labourerg, or
by foimibg a compndt anongst themselves, the cultivators, to weed
each other’s fiolds jointly by twms,  The' aoos erop is rﬂupuii n
Aupust nad September, "T'he steaw obtained from this erop is roo-
“konud to be grosy, and, untw:tlmtnmhug it is supposed to bo injuri-
ous tothe cmtlo whieh are fed with i, it is novortheless done 5 and
the sale induced, by parchuses for this purpose, goes a great
way to pay the mround rent.  This erop never falls into the hands
of the Mubajun, according to o stipulation previously made : the
rest share a diffeent fate¥, and usnally suflices to afford the farm- -
ers food until the amun orop i gathered, Of late, great quantitins
of aoes Iand is appropristed 1o the cdltivation of indigo, which,
lowever it may contribute to emiel the individual and promoto

* See body of the Eysny, chap, Pipcticability of Colonivotlon.
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foreign commetce, has had the effect of raising the price of corn
to a rate ewtrame]y nrejudicial to the comforts of the cumt}}umt}'
This opinfon might be,established by the fapt, that vice is cheapest
where the cuftivation of indigo has not been attempted, In some
\places, sesgmum, cotton, and some other articles arve cultivated in
the woos landa ; but this 18 not the general practice.

Afier the aoos, the amun 18 most frequently sown, wluuh yialds
tha,orop that constituies the stay of the peopls, and o general
failure of which inevitably produces a famine. This was the oase,
it will be fresh in the mentory of many, in the year 1808, or there-
abauts, when the rice, in general use among the natives, was sold
at 10 seers for the rapee. The best crops are obtaingd in the
lowast lsmds, shallows or jullas, which retain thelr moisture long-
est ,-——rwhere, I*.u::ﬂ::»rl’;'.u:':rJr this disadyantage iy felt, that they cannot
be appruprmted to the cultivation of any thing else, aftor the rice
has been gathered ; and when, as they ave very subject to it, o
greater quantity of water than usual collects in them, that ic does
not dry up in time, it destroys the crop. It has been xaloulated that
only qne crop in three yoars is renlized from thest, When it does
succaed, I have known instances when cachbeeghn of Iand has
vielded ypwards of sixteen maunds of tice,

. After the lands have been sufficiently ploughed, they are suffer-
ed to lie in that stnte until thesaing have lek several inches of
water in the beds, which’ have littla hanks raised on all sides of
thgm to prevent the watar fromaunning out, When the eartl; is
become quite soaked, the beds are puddled®y another ploughing,
and the harrow drawn gver them to level them, the water suill con-
tinuing, ns before, o few inches high, Now the paddy plants ape
x&novad from the highar bula, whera the seed had Deen sown, to
them. 'hey avo planted | in' tufts of two or three, at small din-
tancas apart from cach othed, Some specios of the amun rico
plants, when they are grown to a certain lmight ara mowed, or
eropped, almost down to the roots, with o view to tlnc.lcﬂn the
bushes, and thereby to seoure a richer erop. To effect Llus, the fur-
mavs drive their catule into the field, by whom the requisite opera-
tion is soon nacomplished, and inore ; for they tread down many of
the plants so much, that they never revive ngain. The greatest
part, however, answer their expectations.  The other species of
this rice ave not suffered Lo ba thus exposed to the teeth of thes

7 9
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anttle, The amun does not require weeding, in such places where
tho wyter is suffered to continue on tho beds thrmtghnut tho sens
son. 'Fhe husbandmen commuouce reapingin Octuber, and finish
it Decomber, After the paddy has bean cut, il is left on the beds,
if there is no water, for gome time ; il there is, it i somoved tof
higher spots, and ere loug conveyed to the titeshing-floors, where
the graini is oithor beaten out of the sttaw by beiag dushed agninat
planhs, or trodden our by cattle, which though it 1w the engest
mothod, injures the straw more than thoe other, by, rendering them
unht tor covering the reofs ol huuses.  They auswer (or feeding
vattle : in a country, however, where there is no lack of pasturage,
guch o use of the steaw s a materinl loss to the husbandmen ; for,
could the separation be effected without hurting the SLruw, it nug,iﬂ:
be carvied to the towns, and sold for good sums of rpauly mMoney.
Dy calenlation, it appears to me, that the struw produce of vne
beegha of tolatable land, would more than discharge one whole
year's vent of it. In fact, there is not any thing in their agriculture
which fulls urder observation, that does not earry with it somae
proofs of the wdet of energy and judicious management among
the natives, b
fu some places, before the amun arvivés at perfection, pense,
&c, are strown on the fitlds, without ploughing, of couise, which
grow up simuitancousiy with the paddy, and which, afier the lat-
ter has been reaped, affordss most nseiul erop to the husbandman.
They are not injured in the lease by being trad upon duringathe
time the paddy is eaf, and they neither require weeding, nor any
ather process attendant on the culiivation of other things, Tlmy
are plucked up when they have reached perfection, and the grnm
seprrated by heing trod under foot "rlv oattle, Pho most uselul o dp,
Fowever, nexl Lo the rice, is mustar i, an articls of groat conmnmps
tion, which in many places, succeads the tice, both aogs and
amun ; most commonly the former, and the latier only when the
crap iy garlier than usual, the carth moist cuough to admit of
an easy plonghing, and water safieiently ncar and abundant to
afford pleatiful irvigation, .
[t is worthy of vemark, that though the lundsin tho eastern
patts of Beugal me lowest, and subjeet to wegulur annual fnunda-
tions, and though, in general, only one crop ol any kind of grain
o 38 obtuined Lom them, yet rice is chouper thore by far thon else-
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where¥, In consequonce of there being only one crop, the vent of
ground there is also much less than any where else ; and jn some
of the districts, the Zumeendars charges no rant for o piece of
ground whi¢h has never been cultivated, until it has been brought
iuto o cwltivable state : after which, for the first yesr, one ox
two nnnas is charged per beegha, per annum. A land under the
circumstances to which it has now been brought, goes, in different
disgricts, by different names, The second year the rent is doubled ;
and the third yesr, which establishes the futufe rate, an amonnt
soldom exceeding 8 ans, per beegha is levied. Towards the Jungul
Mubals, Miduapoor, some parts of Qorissa, and nearly throughout
the Dukkhun, the average amount of juma ecannot be said to be
MOre. ;I'uw_?t-:ls Poorneen, Deenajpoor, Rungpoor, Latoor, it is
much the samo. In Burdwan, Hooglee, Choubees Purgunub,
Nudea, Moorshedabad, and other contiguons districts, the juma
per beegha is seldom less than 1 1upee, in general 2 1upees, and
very frequently 3 and 4 rupees per annm, OFf cowss, the East
Indian colonists should avoid these places. .
«  With the process of cultivation and its circumAtantials, conneot-
ed with the doro, which is the last crop of rice,d am not thoroughly
acquainted, and willtherefore pass dver it with only one remark,
tho result of the only particulur which lms fallen under my obser~
vation ; viz, in some of the mose castern districts, this rice is
planted in the latter end‘of December, usunally on the shallow
bagks of rivers. I saw thom s muny places on both banks of
the rivers, Mognn, and Brohmapootrit. Mt 18 reaped in these
places, and must be tho case, in other places also, in May and
June,

* The article that, next to rice, oceapios the principal share of
e notive husbandman’s atdention, Is the Cupas or cotton, Thyp
lands appropriated to ic need hore ploughing than those in which
prddy is sown, The seed is seattered without any aim at regifla- 4
rity or order, in consequence of which, the planis in some places
grow too thick Logether, whilst in others very thin, In suich places
as they are too thick, they are thinned by plucking out soma of
the plants. This inconvenience is, indeed, felt in the cultivation
of all the smaller grains which do not 1equire tiansplantation ; and
if the instrumant or machine which is wsed in England, and in va-

% All thoe three kinds of yico mentioned nbove, are ¢ultivated thore,~-Eon, »
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rious parta of the continent of Ewrope, for the purposo of scatior-
ing seegls, was introduced bere, it would be avoided, and mich ad-
vantage oxperienced, May not this hoon alsodinve boen reserved for
the Enst Indiana® ? '

Mugh injury is sustainad by the cotton, from want of suflicient, (
vain on the one hand, and exoess of heil on the ather, When the
lattor is too abundant, the cottou crop totally fails, The cotton in
gown in Septembor, immediately after the aoos erop, and is fjt-to
be gathered about April, which is generally done by women and
ohildron. The seeds are disengaged from the cotton by means ol a
pair of rollers turning in opposite directions; after which it is
marketable,

Thare are two sorts of cotton, Desee and Soortge. 'I‘liw Intter,
a few of which I once planted along o hedge, is perénnial,  They
attained to the height of 10 fest; and ench bush, which consisted
of thrae or four plants, yielded about a pound of very superior got-
ton. It seams unpccountable, unless it be with a view to gain & erop
of rice before 14, why, of the two deseriptions of cotton, the latter
should be chiclly oultivated by the farmera of this country. Aftor
my plants had ceafrd to bear, I cut them down to the ground j but
ere long fresh plants shot up'from the roots,nnd bore cotton which
was not inferior to the frst ovop. X followed up this plan for three
successive years, with similar remlt, In the fourth year they bove
less, which I attiibote to theg little attzntion I had paid to them ;
and, indoed, they uitimately died eway, o8 I had censed to take poy
further trouble nbout (ham,
= The sugar-cane is another article, which may be iucluded in

the staple commodities of Ilindoesthan, that partakes a portion

of the prima attention of the native cultivator, necording to wholo
rractice, the land, on whieh it is rdared, does not require more
ploughing than the lnnds of the mlicles of which I have already
- spuken, 'The upper end, or the most leafy part of the plants, hiny-
ing been lopped off the foregoing year, and having been preserved
frosh in Wet heds or excavations, ¢ither on the banks of ponds or
othor moist plages, are taken up in the month of March followiog,

» Dr. Criey, in his 511111{:11}1:5 nildiess an the subjeet of this Appendix, pub«
lished in the lst No. of the Qumterly Sevies of the Friend of India, strangly
recommonds improvement in the imploments of the hushandry of thih coun~

Ary, and the intioduction of Buropean onesum-En,
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and cut into piedes of about the length of six inches, each of whicl
usually c“ﬂutairm four or five eyes or embryos of the futura stalks
and, in that state, abliquely planted; closed together, in othe;
moist bads, and covered over with stiaw or some such thing, t¢
shelter thaan from the heat of the sun, When the eyes begin to sen
forth stalks, and the cuts to take root, tlicy ate rewmoved into thy
fields prepured for their reception, where theyate planted in rows
tlnge feot apart from ench other, and, to prevent failure, in pais,
At the roots of the plants, or about them, some of the sediments
of the oil mill, which they suppose to possess the property of pre.
venting white ants destroying them, are sontteied, "The space:
between the plants, which Dy this time are a couple faet high, ai
twice plgughftl,.up without doing them any harm : after this the
Iands are ogeasionally irrigated ; and as the plants grow higher ang
higher, the lowest leaves, which begin to decay, are wrapped roung
the bushes to which they belong, with a view to prevent them
from falling down, and to keep off insects, The sugar-cane is
fit to be reaped in September : only those, howevegx, cut it so env
ly who take the canes for sale to the bazar ; thdse who manufac.
turo sugar, leave the canes standing till Novélaber, It has been
caleulated, that & beégha of sugar-chne, cultivated by means of
tday-labourers, costs from 50 to 60 rupeds, which, we may reason-
ably suppose, is nearly the amounat realized bythe farmer, when
he gultivates and manufacrles the smnr himself, 1'

Lhe indigenous cane is of twe sorts, the gieen and the purple,
Tha former has more juice, but the latter Ys sweeter, and valued
more than the former, Of late, n gigantic specles of thie purple
sugar-cane has been introduced, probably from the Carnatie, which
i oultivnted chicfly on the cqstern bhinks of the IToogiee, in the
neighbourhood of the metropolis, This species yields, compary-
tively, leas Jnice than cither of Yhe others; but its magnitnde would
demand ths prefemence, As yet, Imn not aware that'a sufficlent
quentity of it s cultivated to admit of manufacturing sugar ot
of it : if it ware, I have no reason to doubt that it would yield as
good sugar az any of the others, They nie biought to the bazars and
markets of Caleutta, and sold in their natural state, Moistlands invas
rinbly create wormas in the sugar~-cane. High spots, therefore, ave
usually selected for their cultivation ; not however too high, for that
again prevents their arviving at a tolerable height, though they are,
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not the less siveot or delicate for being shorvter thao they would
ﬂf.hﬂl‘“'l?ﬂ be. The uwrhur, to which they aseribo tho vu"tu{: of
keeping out vormin, is ganerally aown ronadd he sugae-cane fields,
Jackalls, foxes, hures, and porcupines do considevable damage, in
somy parts of the conntry, in the cano fields, .

T'o the ahove may bo added, the plantain, & very useful article,
and the eultivation of which deservedly occupies mireh of the
care and attgntion of the farmor.,  The fullowing nve the {hfﬁ.‘t‘rw.t
specios which are cultivated of | his lruit, The r-hmnpu, the ehoence-
chumpe, the murtwan, the chaelgance, or, as it i en)led by the Dats
galees, chatint, the ramkeln, \he kuchhola, the Luthalee, and the
legiakela, which derives its nomenclaturg from the gt'eut quantity
of stones, of the mze of n peppercorn, that urg in thun, ard
for which reason it 1s not only reckonedd to be m{l:ﬂ'ﬂ:’fmt, but eul-
tivated to a vory smail extent ; -in general ovly a few hnaheg nra
planted in each ficld, and that not so mmeh on acconnt ‘of the
fenit as the leaves ofit,  The ramieln, the prettiost and best flas
vourcd, is neven enltivated by the farmers @ those that are to be
met wilh are fmtm’}in the gardens of respectable individuals,  Its
not being enltivate® by the furmers is owing to supersiition, it bea
ing one of those things, the dultivation of wifich Lias never obtain-
ed among their ancestors ¢ and the departure, therefore, from thia
ancestorial praction, or rather, mon-practice, would involve a di-
reet violation of one of the maxims Yrhich has received eredit
mmong them, that they must do wathing, or it is :lnngurnua t0O ‘(lu
any thing, which theiancestors have not done. It s ohvious,
however, thal this superstition is weaving away [ast; and many
things which bave bean introduced by foreigners into the sountry,
and which the natives have nin Hﬂl‘l‘l}ﬂ'ﬁtl to ndopt, might be mefs
timned in confirmation of this nssertibn; by 1 conecivo it is une
necessar .. A single buneh of the rafffieln, fotehes more in the baw
zar than balf n dozen of any other species,

Tho murlwanis generally believed to be the native ol Dhaka g
but theve is reason to suspect it i3 not tho case 5 it is more proa
bable that it comes {from n country olits own name, Martaban,
The shell of this plantain, which is very thick, 1etning a considoys
wie portion of the green colour, even when quite ripe: if, however,
they are kept in straw, which is sometimes done for the purpose
of vipening them, they become perfectly yellow. Uho flavour of it
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approaches mueh to that of the ramkele, When it is ripe, it bes
comes too solt, and when not quite ripe it is very astringent: thess
t]ﬂfﬂﬂlﬁjifﬂthﬂ}' will be so called, however, sre uumpeusntml’.{'ur by
the ngteenbléness of its taste. It i not eultivated in the iuterior
jof the conntry : the few bushes of it which we sce, are in the gar-
dens and felds, in the inumediate vieinitieg of Caleutta, usually on
both bauls of the river, It is rarely Lo be met with in the bazar,
thrgh not so searee as the ramkela.
'%'hn chumpa, §f both speoies, is very common ; the bazars teem
. with it, I have seen bunches of it so verv ldarge, as to require two
‘eoolees to carry one of them. When ripe, it has a very agreeable
-yellow colour, and pleasant fluvour. This, as well us the beeja-
kela, willgrrowy and thrive any where, and that almost without any
mamet of cwltnre, The chumpa 1s also not cultivated in the interi-
gr. 'Llie chatganeeis yellow when ripe, and much larger than any
of the species vet noticed, excepting the berjukeln, It is cheap, and
probably on that account the natives give it the preference to
tifose tlready mentioned. Insome respects, I am igdlinedio think,
it i3 better than the chumpa ; but then it 1egifires alonger time
to ripen, and very oftep, though the sligll is quite yellow, the pulp
is disagreenbly astringent, In the cold season, the pulp is full of
Iumps of a hard epusistence, which render it both uneatable and™
unwholesome : it 18 best d‘w*ing.tiﬂ}, hot season. 'T'he Zuthalee (a0
terthed from the fancy of the nug’veafwlzli{, 1 resembles its taste to
thal of the Zaikal, jack,) is cultivated all u'hcr the country, and in
the largost quantitics, but very unaceountably ; for the chumpa is
far superior, and bears an equal, and more than equal number of
finits, The kuthalee, in consequeyge ef=its abundancy, is tho
cheapest, 1 have often seen Ypwaeds of twenty sell for one pice,
When it iy suftered to arrive ot perfection, it might be allowed o
possess as rieh a flavour as either the chumpa or chatgunee kola:
gome give it the preference. The great murt lor this, as well ns
geveral other specius of the plantain, is Bydbatee, The muMitudes of
boata that are Inden with it for the Caleuttn markets would scarcely
appear eredible. These are génernlly green, but they are sfterwards
ripened by artificitl means,  Great quantities are also exported to
the above~mentionedimarkets from Chakda and Sookh Sagur,
'The kuchkeln, which is never suffercd to get vipe, is most priz.

¢d by the natives, on aceount vfits being adapted for use as a cu-
A A
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linary vegetable, The fields exhibit this and the lnst mentionad

species in the greatest abundunee,  The Zuchkela is of two spo-,
cies, Wie triangular, wlijeh, though less in sige, and contiining less
edible substance, is better in quality than tho otlier, which ia
peatangular o shape, The kuchkele is one of those faw wrticles
of food which their civeumsciibing religion allows the Hindoos
the wse af, T am of opinion that it is a very valaabie finit, ny it
may be used ju licu of bread, il properly prepared ; though where
wheat is procurable, [ would give bread the preferepoe, They tasto
well, both when fiied and dressed up with fish cumies, or in other
such shapes: in short, il is a very wholesome vegetable, The
bunches these trees bear are by no means so large ns those whieh
those of any of the other speocies bear; but the fruigs wro lgrgor: the
largest ones I have seen, measured nearly a {vot in length, and two
inches in diameter. "

The grounds sclected for the cultivation of the article, the dif-
ferent species of which I have just been briefly deseribing, ave ra-
ther elevated, gud sueh ag have lain waste for some time, or have
had a deep cout Uf earth, dug out of old tanks, sprend over them,
1 have not known g'single ingtance of land, iyteudml for it, manur-
ed by any other means: and” unless a fresh coat of earth is thrown

+4n the field, it never thiives mora than four yenrs on the same
gpot.  After the Tround has béen indilerently ploughed o couple
times, the young plants are dot in ;Egllli.-l’l‘l‘ rows, at the distance of
eight or nine fect frdin each other, which is done between the
months of May and September, but ehielly in tho last month, be-
cause at that time the superfluous upsets are dug up 1o make room
for those which are to vesanin aboui the parent tree, IF too many
sprouts are permitted to rchirin nhout the parent, they ngver
{oquire & proper size, and consequently bear but indifferent frait
moreovor, the parent tree is considerably injmed,  Only two
of the wpsets, one on each side of Lhe parent, ave therofore
aufferad #o remain,  As one tree never bears fruit more than once,
it is cut down after the fruits have come to perfection, Of tho four
years in which the plantain is caltivated on one spot, the products
of the scecond and third years are bust: in the fourth yeny its qune
lity beging to decline,  After the ree that hag borne fiuit is cut
down, the root of 1t ig suffered to remain in the gronnd il the
"month of October, whenthe earth is plonghed up, und the roots dug
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up. In the month of August, the earth is scraped away, by means
of » hoer kodalee, from about the foot nf;tlua plant, andapieed
in mounds in, the middle of the space between each row, and re-
placed in its former position some time afterwards. :
' Thereissearcely a part of this plunt whiLl:a is not turned tp some
useful purpose or other by the natives. 1, The fruit; the uses
of which need no mention, 2, The green leaves; which sup-
ply ®he place, first, of plates and dishes:—hence plates and dishes,
and even cups Bnd saucers, of all descriptions, whether made of
stone, matal, earth, or wood, are called pofere, whicl is the name,
i the native language, of leaves in general, Secondly, of paper, ag
the papyrus which grew on the banks of the Nile supplied the
place of it tohB Egyptians, &e.—~—hence letters, &c. are called pot-
tra. At present, the use of it for the purposes of writing is confin-
»2M to schools ; but it is not at all unlikely, that before the invention
of paper it was more genoral, And thirdly, of covering or envelope
to various articles, such as sugar, salt, betel, ﬂn::;:g &, for which

purpose it is brought into the market longitudipdlly divided, and
rolled up in bundles containing twenty piees each. On this
head it may be remarked, that the practice of divesting the trees
of their uppermost leaves, which the natives indulge in, is dgz,,
trimental to their growth, 3. ‘The dry leavesgwhich havg down
abont the trdnk, are cut il ik $aldy in bindies at the bazar for
fup,l A The pith, which is uskd as veg§able for food. 5. The
fructifieation, or mocha, which is likewise udtd ns vegetable. And
6, The roots, or vather the bulbons parts of the trees which havo
benu cut down, and which, as obscrved I;qum, remain in the
crth (il October, are burg, nftua’ﬁumg dried in’the sun, and
thd ashes sold to the wuahermﬂn, “who use it in bleaching clothey,
The roots of the kuthalee, kubhleln, and chalganee, are reckoned
to be best for this purpose, on acconnt of theix possessing a gredter ¢
degree of nstringency than the rest,

A more useful tree than the plantain can searcely be conceiy-
ed. 'To what a variety of purpeses the different parts of it are ap-
piicd.  But equal to its utility, are the profits derivable fiom
it. A field of plantains of the extenl of 8 or 10 beoghas, af-
foxds ample means of support to the cultivator, The ‘daily vend
of the sevornl paits sbove cnumerated fetohes eight annas:s
to the corvectness of this, I can vouch my own experioneo,

A A2
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It is not, however, exempt from misfortunes, A heavy sliower of
hail deatmya tha prospeots of the eultivator for a couple yeurs, The
Last Tndian colonist should no exclusively uppm]uth wny
spot to the cultivation of this article : any small whate puteh of
grund would answer well, and perhaps best,  'The high banks of /
tanks, which are enthely ueglected by the natives, would nfford
guperior crops of plantains,  Lvery ereck and ¢ranny should bae
planted with it, -

The last of those articles which occupy the chief attention of
the native farmer, which I shall meotion, is the tobacco, the
amazing consumption of which, all over the world, is inercdible,

J am aware that Bast Indin is not the only place whore it is pro- -
duced, and that in Ameiica, ns well as in othew gpurters of the
;;,lulm"1r great quantities of it are ulso cultivated ; but Brefer to the
curious fact of its having become, in o short time, such a favourita.
of the world,  In Rurope, the use of tobacco was unknown be-
forc the discovery of tho new world, where, we ave told by Ro-
bertson, the ¥xgdulity of the people not only aseribed n thous
siinl imugimu*h%*uws Lo the use of if, * but their superstition
cobsidered the plant itself s a gracions gift of the gods, for the
solace of human kind, mul Lhe most acceptable offering which mun

Sfan present to heaven,” " Lane and his associntes introduced it v
England, In Inda, ™ hut pnrtﬁﬂ,{irlf i Bongal, an nequaintance
with the use ofit 18 HLE unurfrunl? childhoot by the natives nid it
is u luxury without witich they cannot absolutely do. TlmL undey
such ciicumstances; even il the use of iL by Furepenns here and
abroad did not qupmndum the neoessity ol a mng  exlonsive
cultivation, it should’ eﬂr**.rmuuh of the native farmer’s atwenticw,
13 not o malter of surprise, "N o

“ Jris suid, that nothing else of corsequento will nirive at perfea-
tien in tobreco lnuds. However this be, the propming of the
lnnd i8 attended with unusual lbour, It must be dog or ploughed
deeper for it than for any other artiele of gullivation, aud st
be literally reduoed to dust. The ploughing commences in July, and .
13 not finished before the end of August, Between those months,
the sced is east In & small elevatod boed, after which the surfece of
the earth is beat down, When the plants hove wrived at the height
ot four o five inches, they are xemoved to the fields, nud planted st
" a short distance from each other in rows, When the plants areabout
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one foot high, the tender stalks are nipped off between the naily,
with 2 w&w to cause all the moisture which the plants dv 3
the enrtlh to flow intoathe leuves, which miﬁ left on the stem, and
which are seldom more than gix, Lhis vipping off of the stalks or
seions ig mepeated as often as they meake their appearance ; atthe
same time the lands ave kept clear of weed$, and pleutil’ully‘irrigut-
ed. Insuch spots where the water lodges for nny length of titde, or
such as are more moist than others, the tobacco leaves become
shrivelled, and acquire a pale green colour, both which are symp-
toms of iuferiority of crop, On the gontiary, when the leaves are
broad, thick, of a dark green colour, and the spaces between the
veins considerably swollen, they are sighs of a good crop. The leaves
ave fit for bejng removed when they become arisp, and brealk with a
noise ‘l.]ﬂlﬂin doubled close. The first crop consists of the lowest
Janves, which are broken off as they begin to change colour, and are
suffered to lie on the ground for two or three days, and then re~
moved to be dried in the sun. This mode of drying thg.eaves is pre-
judicial to their quality jand hence the first crop is ghivays very indit-
ferent. The second crop is reaped in January #The plants are cut
down, and undergo a similar process pf mlringns the leaves of the
first crop, which, therefore, is not mach superior to it. The tobreco

of Bengal is not 50 good as that of the Upper vam

tubﬂccn m.;l)mlm g prn%: Jinayfor rather Chundal or
ecmgrgurh 5 agif Americed, t est tobReeo isproductd at Cuba,

Trera is another sumplﬁ of qul lly good Yquality, and, perhaps,
superior, found on the coast of Ceromandel, ﬂﬂﬁﬂtl bundaiipor= wv
lunka, 'There is another very curions speeics of tobaccoy partially

oultivated, nt Jusut®, the leaves UWHIETI ad Lhe flowers
mare nbundant nnd larger :! is times stronger than any I am
acquainted with, and not subjected by its cultivators to the pruuﬂis
of treatment which the tobacoo of other parts undergoes,nor nrethe
acions taken away as in then,

It would prove an endless task to treat individually o®the vari-
ous articles which are cultivated by the native farmers : it is not
necessary 3 nor would the limits I have been under the neces-
sity of preseribing to this portion of my task admit of it, Some

of the mticles which share the principal attention of the farmer
in their enltivation, I have, as far as my knowledge of them went,

&

i
* Tt ia nlso enltivated farthor castwird=—diD,
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submitted to the notice of the vender, T 19 npan thedo espocinl~
f 1 1 * 1 L3
Jy)' o the East Indign colonists will have to depend, next to

]

their live stock, for the cowlovtuble suppdvt of thomselves und
families,
A vpricty of other thipgs of less value is cultivated by“the native
- “"ﬂ"iﬂﬂi but these generally comprise the second and third crops,
and are very emelessly attended to.  They would undoubledly
thiive butlufr ander the eare of the Tast Indian colonists, 2ome
of them we mny just run over,  Ginger, garlic, offions, turmerie,
and chillies, muy be mentioned together, as nearly the snme mode
of cultivation is observed invoferance to them, ‘I'he two former,
according to the plan of the natives, only require to be commit-
ted to the ground, to scoure a erop of each, After"tla gfdund has
been moderately ploughed, treuches of the dapth of (I5e8, inches
are dug, in which, in the month of August, tho roots are laid, ani~
covered over with n couple hands-full of dust. As the plants
grow up, ThE warth raised from the trenches are replaced with some
additional ﬂnerll the spuee botween the rows, This trent-
ment is also obseed with respect to potatos of both sorts, with
several apacies of the wrum Thuchehoo,) &e.” T metwith consider-

W‘ﬁggﬂﬂmﬁn vearing tha chilly in a similar manner,  The me-
lons, ﬂ“ﬂﬂmbﬂmfﬂ*‘l:,{;ﬂl other Eﬁ'{apurs undergo the treatment ob-
gerved with regard tutluu'“uﬁunﬂ:'f ’ .,l{‘M-ﬂgm‘ultiumr?‘nl‘vgig!t, Jio
comprised in the secfnd and 74 craps, L’f‘ﬁmy nre Jjow Red
then watered, and Ui eth pHout their roots kept looae, sach is

T the notive richness of the ﬂail, that thoy are generally turned to
very guna nccour o species of the oniou, however, rm[uiruﬂin
Jittle more than ordinary jatk e Aftor the lnnd has undurgn{au
the process of ploughing, it s divillﬂél into beds of ten feet Hqufi‘re,
'inl;‘? which, after having been sulliciontly puddied with plenty of
water, the plants aro removed from the nursery.  Herenfter tha
earth is kept well weeded and loosened, and now nnd thon irei-
gated, This onion is the best, being more {ull-bodied and richor
in quality than others.

The sun and pat, from which rope, twine, &c. are manufncturs
ed, require simply the sced to be thickly senttered ; and the closer
the plants are to each other, the more delicate is their burk, The

flowor of the former, and the Jeaves of the lnttor, make vory good

curry. ‘The sun is cut down while in blossom, a8 the libres then
S
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are téhder, and will admit of fine twine being spun out of them.
Ouly so much is left standing ns will yield a sufliciency of seed, Af-
ter the pladts are cut down, they are tied jnto bundles uft".’fﬂf‘
foot in dinmetdr, and planted in ponds with their hends a lictle
nhoye water,, After o couple days they ure twrned upside downs,
Tn the space of fonr days they are taken out, and the fibres sephuag
ted, either by being beaten with the stoek of a cocongnut lanfmees
on the, swiace of the water, and pmt in the sun to dry.\ They ave
then packed up isy bales, for sale, &e.

From the above detail of facts, the following conclusions are
warranted, Ist, That the natives are very indolent. This remark
has been more than once anticipated before; bot there is no ob-
jection to pppenting it here, Itis difficult to say what may have
cnntrihuﬁ?& orm this fenture of the native character, unless the
Dipt.tbw2tin out™in a previous part of the essay be admitted, that
*Ellﬂl‘l iy the 1ich luxuriancy of the soil of the country, that little la-

bour is necossary to secure a sufficiency of means for the support
of life. 'T'o this may be added another reason, fiat there is
little incentive to industry {inder the indulenﬁm injurigus
system wdopted by zpneeadars, of renting théir Zalooks to a
second perquu,mfﬂ that second to a thircﬂ and 80 on,; which, while
ench but the last never mwalkes the transfer®without L Ui
biy Exmbitu,ul I'Uﬁti : | ar 1 Mast should look
’ rto] U5 g, vaole of the menns of
the profit of so many must bo derives besides Yis own.  The con-
gequences are high rent and oppressivivexactions ; m\d 3L 1S impog-
sible that wnder such cireumstances thete can he any 111W
acthrity, - 2, That great impr{wu&\Mﬁ-ﬁ{}ﬁth in the
Smplgnents and modes of uull"nti it vogue among §he natives,
And 3, and lastly, That if the Eoyt Indisn colonists ave industriong,

and will adopt improved methods and implementa of culture, theyp °
18 no reason why they should not prosper, |

TULE END.



ADVERTISEMENT,
e .
Quwing to the pages of the Egly hav-
ing much exceeded the number®origwall
sntended to be given, ©t cannot possibly be
bound tn boards, as was proposed in the
Pv*asgma%;l?, without aditional charge ;
will therefore bd issued stilched. |







