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AN APPEAL TO ANGLO-INDIANS.

o _
A disloyal Parsee is as raro as a black turnip, The
reason for this is not far to seek, Tho prosperity of the

Parseos dates from 1i:];le advent of the British rule in
India, and it is feared thai it will disappear, it pors
chanco that rule isoverthrown, Loyally in iheir case
is begotten of the instinol ol gell-preservation and self«
advancement, It ig firm, genuine and lasling, although
al times thereis an outburst of resontment on the part
of that Community against particulnr measuves of
Government. Tt is, therefore, unnccessary for me to
give an assurance that the following remarks have beorn
made in g spirit of loyally and dovotion to, tho DBritish
Ruj.
i

Of lato thers hag been a marked change in the feols
ing:of the people of Indin lowards Govermment. Instond
of contentiment thore now scoms to provail, discontont,
antl Mwtrust and dissatisfaction apponr to have, to o
congiderable extont, taken the place of cunﬁrlmlc{:,
estoom sl good-will,  The outward serenily i
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delusive, Tt is only by freely mixin with the people
and enconraging them to epealk their minds fearlessly
anPeandidly thal ene can hope to ascerlain the fruo
atato of things. I have talked with cultivators, artisans, -
tradosmon, and tho eduealed and unoducalod masses,
and have found a fecling of bitlernoss and heart-burn-
ing porvading them all, with tho only difference that
{ho feeling is morce strong among the edncated {than the
unoducated people. This is a faithful portraituve, and
he who doubts it botrays ignorance and lack ol insight.
Unfortunately, most of the Indians who havoe tho cars of
Government are nol reprosentative mon of the poople
atall. Nota few of them, by reason of thair woealth
and position, are as lar remoto from tho muasses us the
Rulers themsolves, A few ol them are too timid to he
outspoken for fear of being suspecled ol disloyalty.
Whereas a considerable portion of thom aro more
sychophants and flatterors, wlio, 1n their base dosiro to
oain honouf’s or high offices in the Stale, tako eare {o
reflect the views of Govermpgni only, and falsoly
vepresont to Government thal their views have the
apprebuation of the populuce.  Our Rulors are ordinary
mortals nflor all, and what wondor is thoro o they show
proneness in putting y faith in then P A complif; on i
always morve agreeable than unsuvoury trutll and goes
down one’s throat readily.
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The eanses Wwhidh seom to have led to the prosent

stato of discontond may be summarized thag :—

(@) A disrogard of Native sontimoent and Nadive

(0)

(¢)

()

()

(9)

opinion oxpressed through the modinm of Lho
Native Pross, '

Contempt and rudeneogs shown by Anglo-
Indians a9 a class townrds Indiens,

An irrational and at {imos almost sinful
distinetion made hotween Ruropoans and
Natives in Courts of Law and clsewhoro,

L

JEfTorts on the part of the Legislaturo Lo rotrench
the powors of the Iligh Courils.

The exclusion of Indians from the tligh Oflices
of tho State.

Non-recognition ol the political aspiralions of
the Indians,

Apathy, il not &nﬁipabi:uy, shown tgwardg
ellucation, especially higher oducation,

The impoverishod condition of the peasaniry
dwe to heavy tuxabion on land.
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(/) Tho ruthloss sacrifico of the" hokl mtborests ol
Indie at the bid and call of a county liko
Laneashire, aud tho over-growimg conviction
among the poople that oven the Mothor of
Parliaments is apathetic and cannot bo trustod
whore the intorosts of Indin conthiel with those
of evon a portion of the Anglo-Saxon raco,

(;) The Adminigtration of Lord Curzon,



Disregard of Native Sentiment and
Native Opinion,

First with regard to the Native sentiment and Nativo
opinion, Lord Dufferin has said: “There can bo no
groater mistake than for stalesmen Lo overlook the im-
portant part which sentiment plays in tho conduct of
human affairs.  Wore of the wars which have desolaled
the carth have been occasioned by outraged sentimont
than by the pursuit of material advantage. Nay, oven
Commerce itsclf, the most, unromantic and sagacious of
interosts, follows for lengthened periods in the wake
of custom, consanguinity, sentiment and iradilioun,
This is one of those truths of which tho English people
are but imperfectly aware.” Lord Dufforin never spoke
more truly. America was lost * through the Ministor
of the day failing to appreciate tho foreg and direetion
of Colonial sentiment,” Yol our Rulers would ignore
sentiment in the ﬁ{ﬁvcrument of this country, No-
where i the world does sentiment loom so largely in
the rouiine of overy-day life than in India, angd A6~ ig

*pnhbmul unwisdom notl to pay doference Lo it * ':’['ﬂ.]m
for instance the rocent case of the partition of Bongul.
Government justified partition on the ground that the
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administration was growing too unwicldy for officient
managoment by o Lieutenant-Governor, and pooh-pooh-
ed as dbsurd and chimerical the idea which had largely
gained currency that by this means the Government
intended to brosk up the wnity and concord which
cxisled among the Bengalese, I am inclined to accept
the Government version, although T holieve the Bengal
lligh Court characterized the schemo as a mischiev-
ous and rctrograde deparbure.  Ttig, Cherefore, that the
obstinacy shown by Government in carrying out the
scheme in the tecth of public opinion secems all the
more blameworthy than it would otherwise have been.
The Bengalese wore united by a common language, a
common senliment and a common tie of hrotherhood,
end the Governmeut ought not to have ridden yough-
ghod on them., The exigencies of the administration
could have been well satisfied by the appomtment of o
Governor-in~-Council, The Bengalese proposed ii, bui

the Governmens heeded them nots  Thus we have the
apeipglo of. & whole province in Aan uproar, disturbed
i ftished. The wavo of dislemper has spread
more of less Lo othor parts of Indis, which, God grant,

may nob logve its blighting eficet, in its wake,

On this as onall political questions in the past, the
Native Pross unerringly voiced the opinion of the people.
The Native Press is bul a phonograph, which feithLully



reprocducos opfuﬂi T Nutivo sontiment on
matters politieat, It will bo u sad mistnke to attompt
to throttle it or even to clip its wings. Al fimosd por-
tion of it goes into hyslories and says silly things, 1
concede that some Native journals cireulate vilo stull,
but happily thoy aro too few and insignificant to bha
tanken notice of.  Our Rulers oughti to show genorosiby
and forbearance, and remember thal the Natlive I’ross
on the whole has mnderod and is still rondering vory
valuablo services {o the country. Té has, to use tho
languago of a distinguished Irish Judge, Chiof Baron
Woulfe, ¢ crented and fostered publie opinion and mado
it racy of the soil.,” It has expoundad the inteniions
and measures of Governmoent lo the people and has
very oflen raised tho mist of popular prejudice. Th hag
also revealed to the Governmont the aims, wishes and
aspirations of the poople. Tt is but '8 most unalloyed
Lountain of information for Grovernment which, instond
of being closed up by the cemenl ofslegislation or
hamperod by Iegislntﬁa barriors, should ho nllogads
flow pevennially, nlthoigh it way ho that it *a'ri:'?'*';gi
turbid in some places. 1 may reobunt here nndiﬁémﬂnt
which iigproessed mo poworfully al the time of ity oé-
2urronce. During the pendency of tho moemorable Tiluk
trial for sodilion, I snw ono day o motley group of THLg-.
sengers ab a local railway stalion awaiting the arrival
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of ¢ teain,  Some of thom were seatet on o hench and
gomo had squalted on the floor in a iruly Oriental
fashin, listoning {o an intemporate donuneintion of
Government byone of them, and exprosging approbation
thereof eithor by words, nods or frowns. My sitting on
tho next beneh did not deter {hem, but an Englishman
camo and directly ho took his seat boside me, the
vituperative barangue was given a different turn
ndroitly, I believe they were afratd, Thoro was at
that time a wild rumour that Covernment had thejr
spies abroad,

Tho above incident illustraios the desirabilily of en-
cournging the people to speak their minds oponly,
instead of in soeret.  Political cabals and inlriguing
confedoracios are but the offspring of a muzzled pross
or & tonguo-tied poople. God grant that they may
nover blacikon the fair fnee of Indin by their smutty
gppearance.

Hoere a word may bo said ahout the Anglo-lndian
Prass,  [Towovor well disposod il may bo, it enn nover
adequatoly represeni*the poople of Indin, The editors
of the Anglo-Indian jonrnals nre Furopeans, betweon
whom and the Nalives thoro is hardly anything in Gon
moh, The world of those editors is tho Anglo-Indian
world, and they acquire their thoughts and sontiments
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in Anglo-Indidn Clubs and Anglo-Indian society, T
would be too much to expecl them to rise ahove their
Anglo-Indien environments. There is, however ono
thing they can and onght to do. They should publish
lettors from Nalive gentlomen more 1oadily than at
prosent. T am constrained fo observe with rogrel thal,
such letters are withheld by some of tho Anglo-Indian
journals, when the views expressed in them run countor
to theirs. It is a‘*most reprehensible thing to conduet
journals in Indin on racial lines, Tho officials who
compose the Grovernment read Anglo-Indian journals,
and naturally they would weigh tho contonts of such
lotters, if published. Tho Anglo-Indian press, on
account of its unique position, cun coxercise a highly
beneficent influence on the topics of tha day, if it bui
shows more broad-mindedness, largeness of heart and

keenness of vision.



Rudeness towards Natives.

Now 1 go to tho second of the couses of discontent,
viz,, the contompt and rudeness shown by Anglo.
Indians a4 & cliss towards Indians, Tho provorbial
insular pride of Englishmen is one thing and tho
bumptious insolonco of the Anglo-Ipdians as a com-
muniby 1s anothor thing, 1 havo noticed with sorrow
the insulting and insolent altitudo of some Anglo-
Indiang lowards Tndians, [ is nob an nnconumon
thing to hear tho Anglo-Indians enll the Nalives
‘mggors,”  The epithet 18 rosonled not lLocaunso it
implios & blacknoess of skin, "o an Indian mind thern

18 no mevib in being white, or humiliation in being

black. A coal-black Alrican is as good a man as 2
snow-white Tonglishman, Both aro oreninros of
the samme Gof,  Burvely the Tudians show w troe
Christian spirit on this point, Jjub the opitheb is ree
sontod by them, becnuse 118 usod in derision snd to
sonvey inforiority amid sorvitnde,

i

Tako anothor instance. Who is nol awars of the
ungoomly collisions and tussols hotwoon Anglo-Tndians
‘and Indiang in firstelass corviegos and on platlovng
of railweys? [Fivslelass Tundinn pagsengorgure, us o



i

pile, men of pducntion and vefinomont, and it is vitas
ting to them {o boe provontod by Anglo-Iudinng to step
into garringes or (o bo disturbod by thom whome olce
in,  Very ofton there is an oxchango ol angry words
and al timos of blows, A how.daro-you-some-in look
ov an angry scowl, which Anglo-Indinns manilest o
guch oceasions, aro not ealoulnted to promoto Tripndli-
ness between tho two vecos, T mmst say, in {airnoss,
fhat somo AnglofIndian passengors are very good,
obliging and courteons, and give ono tho smack of
the pleasant days spont by him in England,

It is notorions that Native third class passengers
are very ofton trpntod most shabbily on tho vailwiys
in Indin. They arc looked upon as a flock of live-
stook, although they contributo mosb to fho onrnings
of the rnilway companies, If thoy wvonturp o sook
any informabion from an Kuropean or pn Ilurasian
employco they are gonorally treatod by lim with tho
utmosh scorn, wlthmugh tlio samo individua] 9 ::;411
politoness and attention when gpokon to by an

Iinropean or an Eurvagian for a liko purpose.

The fomrth illusiration is nnlortunately of au ovent
of ordinary oceurronco. Some Anglo-Indien drivors
of vehiclos ‘sooar’ poor Nabivos and somolimos lashe
them fow nol getting oub of thoir way prompily, Il
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that o vory dive offence? What vighthavo such drivers
to ill-treat those poor follows m thal way? 'Thoy aro
King*s subjects ond walk on  King’s Iughways,
nlthough they are at times a littlo tirosome on aceonnd,
of their gawky guil,

One day, I snw onfsido tho vailway siation at Cloorla,
close to the ‘Court of tho Socond Clasy Magisirate of
that placo, a Buropean swonring hard at o Native and
flourishing a sword-stick at him for a vory trivial
ropson, There was a policoman standing near, bui
he did not inlerfore, althongh he was appealod io,

Tho erowd of people which had gathered murmured
‘zoolam,” ‘zoolam.’ I advisod the aggrioved person
to complun to a Magistrale and offered {0 give
ovidonce for im, but ho shook his head mournfully
and said that British Justice was impotent in tho easo
of a “sahib.’ T tried to disnbuse hix mind on that
point, but to.ue purpose. That poor man whom 1
had known is now saleoping tho otorual sloep, hnving
boen shot by a Pathan sinco,

The noxte illustration | would give would Do an
;nmﬂﬂnt which always causes ireilation ol lmi‘wt-
burning anong tho edueated lndinns, T 18 tho %hg‘ht
“at timos shown to them ab publio funetions or ab
intorviews with Governmonl officials on ~buginess,
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* ] L] ' q
sometimes n natieo gentlomon has Lo wall oulsido the

room of an official for o vory long time bofove o iy
given an mtoerview, Somolimes le ig nol ollefod

chair when he has a vight to it by s posifion and
the rules of propriety und otiguetlo.  Somobimos ho
18 spoleen to brusquely or sharply.  All this is keouly
tolt. Slight from a sorvant of {hoe Crown,is n bitteror
pill to swallow than in the caso of a privato individual,
aud the bitlorness is intensifiod by a dilforoncoe of
treatmoent accordod to an Iuropean on n liko oceasion.
Uniformity of radeness in an oficer unmixed by oo
cigtinetion is perhaps loss galling.

1 remember a case in which an Anglo-Indinn
Magistrate in the Mofussil offered o chaiv to an ovdinpry
Furasian witness who gave his ovidonee sibting,
There was neither illuess nor any othor just eaunse for
providing him with a soat, 118 race securad him the
privilege. T am sure such  conrlesy would not huve
been shown by that Magisiralo to w native highor in
position than that Furnsinn, [ say this becguso |
had apponred before 2hint Magisivalo in sovornl cnvog

1t 19 common knowlodgo that yory ofton Govorn-
1114:33113 [Ll’l(]_ railway oflicinle do nol ‘mister’ ov ‘osquire

qm}ctnhla natives in communications addrossod o
thom, although an Furopean or an Fawasian is alway:
shown thal courtosy oven il ho happeny to bo g
potboy.
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It is nol nocessary lo illustrutoafurther,  Anglos
Indiang will pleago romomber that they are so many
ntom® constituting the gront moleonlo of Govarmment,
Tho Indian masses look upon them in thai, light, What
i o sahib Lo them if he is nol. an ombodiment, of {he
areal ‘Sirkar’?  Therelore it will ba roalizod that
delingnenciey on their parl whether commitied jolutly
or sevorally, and whether in publio ]ifu or private capa-
city, will refleet discredii on the illustrious ¥ Sirkny,
Tho honour of the British Rule in Indian to & corbain
extonl deponds upen them. .. Moveover, il \should o
remembered that a couquered people must porfores ha
sanpitive, Therofore, too great a regard can nevor be
shown for their feclings, In any ease, much will be
gained and nothing lost by being kind and considernte
to the Tndians, “ Pleasant woirds are as an honoy-comb
sweol 10 the soul and health to tho bones,” 'The Indiang
have a very responsgive heart and will nevor fuil to he
grafelul in veturn.  Acts of kindness, love and sympathy
will always have an enduring place in their hearts,
It should furbhor bo horne in mind thal the edueniad
indians, whe aro n producl of the Engligh odyeabion in
India, are highly intelligen! and acute, Tt i8 1o’ dn
‘exaggeration to say that in & [nir competition thoy will
beat hollow muany wn Anglo-Indian any dpy, The
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Indiang have venoble traditions and an ancient Civi-
lization which they cherish dearly. Aftor all, we all
are being rovolved on the whoel ol Dame Forbune.
The Indians wore an advanced people when Englishmen
were grovelling in darkness, Let there be humility,
charity and nobilily of soul preached by dJesus Christ,
who, be it rememberod, was also an Asialic,



'Distinction between Europeans and
Indians in Courts of Law.

Tho third head of gricvance in the sequencoe of ordor

18 “An frrpjjonal and al limes almost sinful distinetion

made between Europeans and Tndians in Courts of Law,”

The subject is delicale, and I would"fain have omitted

it for fear of voviving bitter momorics. Ilowever, on a

carcful consideration T felt thal so prolific a source

of angry feeling and resentment on the part of the

peoplo could not be omitted withont frustrating the

object this essay was inlended to avcomplish, T would

however tiry and touch the subject genily and in

a subdued tone. Ib i1s a melancholy state of things

that most of the Anglo-Indian Judges and Magisirates

prefor io believe Kuropesan wilnesses in proference to

Nalive wilnedses, without regard to the position and
education of the lalter. Iividently, different scales are
omployed for weighing their testimony. The result is
1hab the edueated Natives resent this distinetion as an

“unwarronted slur on them, and o avold the kumilistion
of being disbelicved by the Courl, they show vory® o1 0at

reluctance to appear as wihiesses, especially when they

come to know that there avill.be Buropean witnesses
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also appearing in fhe caso. Tho cducated Natives arc
ag truthful and honest as {he Anglo-Indians or any
other people on God’s carth, and can and do rdblize
the gravily of tclling a falsehood in the witness-box,
There may be a fow black sheep among the ceducated
Indians, but their cxact prototype will be found among
the Anglo-Indians in no smaller degree., A witnegs
ought to be judged by tho tests known to the law and
nob by the faulty fest of the colour of his skin, Very
often great ujustice is perpetrated in that way.

Another matter of much greater importance 1hian the
last is the attitude of the Anglo-Indian Magisirates and
Anglo-Indian jurymen in the cases ol luropeans,
Where an Euaropean is the complainant und o Nalivo
is the accused, thero is goncrally o prodilection in
favour of the former, and the lntter hes a very up-hill
work hefore him, and if found guilly, iy punished
more severely than he would have been if the cemn
plainant had been a Native, On the other hund, whorg
an Buropean is the neeysed therve is much greater pro-
" Dability of his acquittal than epnviction, and in tho lniter
event & more lenionl punishmont, would Do passed on
hjnt Elmnhn a Native in o similar case. Thore is a
elamonr for equality of justico between man and man,

and the Nalives say thal misguided lenioney and favour
thus shown to Anglo-Indian acused porsteth, oncourago




18

mombers of that race to iake tho law into thelr hands

and tyrannize over the Natives, On a fow occasions
thotry of injustice is ill-foundod, but it cannot bo donied
that in the bulkk of cases i ig real and not Tanciful,
as tho records of our Crinunal Courts will abundantly
show, Anglo-Indian Judgoes of sterling independence
havo vory ofton found thomselvos handicapped in tho
propor discrhurgu of thoir duty on account of tho wnrea-
sonable atitudo of Anglo-Indian jarymen. The jury-
men aro swoint ab the time of impanelmeni. The oath

administered to them is * you shall well and {ruly try
end true deliverance malko between owr Soveroign Lord

the King-Timperor and the Prisoner at the Bar who you
shall havein chinrge and true verdiel give according to
ovidence, So lelp you God.” Thoy hind thomselves
by that onth, and by kissing the Ioly Bible give solems
nity toit. Yot that snered oath is brokon as if it is of no
consecquonce. The Crown is intorestod in  hringing
offondors to justice, and a breach of the onth is a broach
of tho duty which Anglo~-Indians in common with iho
Tndinns owe to the Sover oigh. Tho law of (rod is
Droken no loss than tholaw of the Roealm 1o propitiate
tho Lotish of prostige. Tbiga false god, whoso wor-

ship has lod Anglo-Indians astray {rom the irue’ putll
many and many o time.  The honour ol their ‘raco will

incroase & hundred-fold, and they themselves. will wiso
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with 2 tromendou®bound in tho estimation of the Poo-

ple of India, if they bul forsake this false god and do

justico beiwoen tho Nativos and their own kithwangl-kin.
impariially, Justico is the cornor-stone of tho Duitish

Rule inIndia. Take care not to digturh or damagoe it

Porhaps the Anglo-Indian Jurymoen and Magistraios

are afinid to incur the displeasure of iheir own

countrymen in India who would not like an Iuropesn

to bo punished for thansgressing tho law against o N&Liﬁﬂﬁ
I say to thom Toar not and do your dutyt Hiv

Jamos Mackintosh, a lawyor of groat fame and eminenco,

was the Recorder of Bombay in the early parl off tho

lagt contury. Thore was no Supremo Cowrt or ITigh

Qourt thon. Tho Anglo-Indian Sociely was very small,

and it required somo gourage on the part of a Judgo fo

conviot an Turopean. Yol Sir James convieted the

then Custom Master of Bombay of recoiving sums of

money a8 gifts or presents contrary to law. Thore was

an outhurst of indignation on the part of tho Anglo-

Indian Community, buf Sir Jaros faced i, altho®h as

gald by himin a lettor fo a Liiond & fow manths %fter

tho trial “ I was treated in tho grosses| manner, Thory

wag no liberal publie opinion to support me and no firm

Govdmment {o frown down indecent, roflections on tlio

adminisiration of juslice, ” Truly, Sir James showod®
British pluck,
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Tho lovo of Jugtico dowsin tho véin of tho English
peoplo, It is Englishmon’s prido, and has largoly
'~ oontrdbulod o make their son-girh Islo poworful
and woslthy, Tven in gho Modioval agos il oxislod,
Chief Justico Gascoing promptly ordored Prince
Ylonry to ho confinod in the prison of tho King’s
Bonch whqn ho drow his sword on the Judgo,
angorad by tho Judge’s rofusal 1o reloaso an assoocinto
of his, Wild and impotuons as fhie Princo was, he
had the good songe to submib o tho pnnishmont,
When his father King 1lonry IV. hoard of thiy tuei-
dent, he oxolaimod “ITappy istho Monareh who possossos
a Judgo so rogolubo in the discharge of his duly, and
n #on go willing to yiold o tho anthority of tho Taw!?
Lol our Anglo-Indian Judges show the apiril of Gas-
coino, and lol, tha sonse of approciation of Justico
shown by King Homry and tho Princo bo shown by
our Anglo-Indian fiiends, Lot not tho beliof of somo

people {hal o Inmb can dvink with awolf af the
fountain of Britigh Justico bo shaken, bud strongthen
it, fosbor 1, and sproad ib far and wido among the
peoplo, adopting for your motto “IPiat Juslitia, ruat,
colum.”

—WW

ITgHN b



Attempt to Retrench Powers of
High Courts,

The fourth griovance is vory impovtant, Thovo is
a universal feoling of apprehonsion among tho pooplo
of India that tho,Govermmont is highly anxious to
rotronch the powoers of bho Thigh Couwrts, The Govorn-
ment, ib 18 gaid, find tho bit rather too tight, and want
to looson if, il not to snap it nsundor. Somo pooplo sny
that Governmont would, if it could, roduco thoe Uigh
Courts to tho status of Distriet Courts, and mako tho
Judges their pasvng, wherewithto play their gamoon the
expansive chess-board of India withoul fear of being
chockmatod. This is rathor an unfair and uncharii-
able view to tako of tho Government, whicl, aftor all
that may be said against il, is bonovelont, Bub 1
fancy that tho Government is growing rathor joslous
of tho ligh Courls ard desiro to ciroumscribo thoir
powors. It will Lo an ovil duy for tho Dritish Rulo
in Indin to shako the confidonco of the pooplo in the,
pgibuey ahd groainoss of tho Iigh Courls, Tho lligh
Cowrts haye como to ho rogarded by tho populaco ag
the tabornaclos of thoir liberty, the havens of thoir
satety, the towers of @hﬁil& strength and tho palladinms
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of their froedom. Tiord Curzon, in Itis favewoll apooch
-gfi tho Byonlla Club, said that tho Indian poasant “has
no pplitios” and “knows vory lilblo of policies,” B
that as i may, it is covinin thal ho knows tho High
Conrt of his Prosidoncy. Tlo fondly inrns to 3 in
his howr of dangor or dificully as tho neodle turng
to tho polo, or, 1o tako & vornacular plraso, as tho
camol turnd his hond towards Marwar whon ho is
about to dio. Whonover ho is dissalisficd with g
Mamlatdar, a Magistento or a Colloctor, ho thinks of
tha Iigh Court ab once, and makes a wry Iaco when
ho is told that ihe Iligh Courk has no powor to
intorforo in the mattor. o cannot beliove il, poor
man, Ilo thinks tho Iligh Cowet oll  poworful,
Vorily, the High Courl is tho chain which has socurod
fast tho Indian ship to tho Dritish moorings., Ii is
the wind-pipo of tho Dritish Rule in Tadw, which
cannof, without danger 1o it, bo allowaed Lo bo inflamed
or shokod up by the glands of logislative impodimonts.
L will givo a vocont instance.  'Whon Mr, Tilak was
progecuted for perjury and forgary in Poonn aboud two
yonrg ago bho sympathy of thoe whole Indisn population,
meluding thoso who wore opposod to him  politicadly
wag arousoed by tho appombtmaent of a Hpociel Magistrato

¥ l# lﬁ
bo try hineago.  Tho Govornmont actod somowhal indis-
crectly in constituting n Special Court to fry an allogod
ordinary offenco, and engaging tho sorvices of o coungel
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from Bombay at & largo oxponsd and #hms squandlor-
ing public money. But I am hot concerned with it,
save 1o show that it caused alarm in the public mind
and produced diffidence in the motive of Government.
My. Tilak was convicted after a long and laborious
trial, and the Sessions Court of Poons upheld tho
conviction in appeul, but reduced the seutﬂncm The
High Cowt was moved, and the ﬂnnﬂmahle Sir
Liawrence Jenkinsg,*"Chief Justice, and tho ITonourable
Mr. Justico Batty set aside the convietion and
ncquittod My, Tilak, The news spread like wildfive,
and the trinmph of Britigh Justico was proclaimed, The
poople became jubilant over it, and went into ecstacios
singing the praise of the High Court of Bombay, Sir
Lawrence isa greal and good Judge, dignified and
courteous, and has won the hearts of the poople of this
Presidency by his judicial acumen, broad-mindedness
nud sympathy for them.

Tho Judges of the Iligh Courl should be ag free ns
pir and not dopondent ypon thoe Governmoent of India
for anything. Tho Judgoes of tho lato Supromoe Court
werc, I beliove, much more indopondont in that
vospocl, aWho hag nob hoard of the incident Dbobwoon
Sir Jbhn Maleolm, tho then Crovernor of Bombay, and
Sir John Polor Grant, tho then only Judge of tho
wupreme Court, his two collengues having dicd of a
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foul discase then provalont in Bombay ?  Sir Potop
Grant issuod o Writ ofl habeos corpus nguinst o porson
m kho Molussil, St John Maleolm questionod sho
authority of tho Suprome Courl Lo issne tho Writ, and
declured tliat ho would nof let b bo oxeceuted, This
onpaged Sir Poter Grant who closod the Court for somo
ctays and wroto his protost in these memorable words j—

“Within theso walls wo own no oqual and no suporior
but God and the King” s magnificont portrai
hangs in tho Sessions Court of the Iigh Courl of
Bombay—un gift of the people, bearing the inseriplion
““ That all the Nalives who see ib may have bofore
thom the image of thoir friend and henofactor,” T
nm nobt propared to say whother Sir Pobor Grant acled
diserootly or indiscrootly in tho wattor, but T do pray
that Lis words may find {or ever an ocho 1n tho Court

rooms of all the 1igh Courts in Tndia.

T may bo povmittod to potnt ounl tho undesirability
of a Iligh Court Judgo looking forwardio s promotion
ag n mombor of an Hxoculive Uonneil of Uovernmeont,
Mr., Bageliob, in Tus Fuglish Constilbutron, lew swid: “Ut
ig of vory gravo momont that the adwnnistration of
justice should bo kopt clowr of any wginistdy Lu;n]mj([hu
tiong,” T have vory groat rospoel for civilinn Jodges,
bk they had bettor not be exposoed to any templation,
Mr, Justico Jardine, I havoe Loord people sey, was not
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h

promoted Lo the Rxocutive Council of the (foverniaent:
F b4
of Bombay, on account of his foarless criticism of

(rovernment from the Bench.

Tho powors of the ITigh Court should he wide and
elastic. Evory grievance must have a romody, hul
the Doclor must bo a Judge and not o rovenue oflicor
of Governmont. 'T'ho tendoney of rocont logislation,
however, is in the contrary direction. Tho FHigh
Court is & very great check on the idiogyneracies and
snobbishness of the Mofussil Judiciavy. As long as
there continues to exist the unuatural combination of
the judicial and executive functions in India, Lhe
whoeel of Criminal Justice will not rovolve freely and
a great deal of hardship will continue lo be felt by the
Mofunssil people. As a rule rovenuo oflicors give much
greater attention to revenwe work than o eriminal
work, and vary ofien do the latter in o hurried and

perfunctory manner. Rightly or wrongly thoy imagine
that their promotion depends upon tho efficioncy of
their revonue work., Moreavor, tho Mofussil Magis-
tratos ag @ class aro incompetent. Any one who has
the least experionce of them will testify to this. Thoir
shpricomjngs and ignorance are amazing.' Mhe™
Jeberdinate Magistracy is in a still more doplorablo
condition. It is nothing but & conglomeration of,
en-talatis, and quondam clerks of Collectors and Assist-
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ant’ Colloctors whoso knowlodpge ofilaw 18 of a most

superficial character. Their metamnorphodis is wonder-
ful, but it iy not condueive to officiont administra-

tion of justice. IFancy o porson drawing a salary of
about Re. 80 & montl, investod with the powors of
sending & King’s subjocl to jail for six months and
fining him Rs, 200. Woll may people shudder at this,
Unfortunaioly, the Tligh Court is generally roluctant to
interfere with the orders ol Magisirates subordinate to
it in the exerecise of its revisional jurisdiction. Othey.
wise & great many things would come to light. Logal
practitioners in the disbriets know a groat deal about
their Magistratos, but they doaro not speak aboub them
for fear of .ruining thoir practico and croatiug a
hornot’s nest abounl them, They can, howovor, tell tales
of lamentublo miscarriage of justice. Iowever vigi-
Iant the High Court may be, which T am ofraid i 1s
1not, it connot ofliciontly cope with, mueh less oracicalo
the evil. The combined system of judicial and oxecu-
tive {unctions is mischiovous, and very oflen makes
tho samo porson o Judgoe and a prossentor nol in name
oply bub in all rcalily. DBoth Anglo-ludians and
“Inﬂianﬂ ol ominenco have condemnod thg syatem.

The Govornmont, I believe, sholved the qunatian rﬂi’
" the sepuration of the Iixoculive and Judieial funetions

on the ostensible ground of increased ewpenditure,
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but that objectionghas long sinee lost its force, there
having been large surpluses for tho last lew yoars in

succossion. I am afraid the separation is avoided lost
the so-called proslige of tho Govornment Officinlg

should suffer, Here agnin the fotish of prostigo has
come in tho way of the people. Can none of our
English knight-errants slay it ? There aro appended to
this ossay two letters which I had contributod to the
Bombay Gazette i January and February 1904, over
the nome-de-plume of «“ A Lawyer,” Thoy give but a
faint outline of the grievances, I wish they had heen

more full,



Exclusion of Indians from High Oifices,

Tho fifth grievanoo is tho oxelusion of Indians from
the high offioes in tho Stato. A fow Indian politi-
ciang havo mado speoches by the yard, denouncing
Grovernmeont in the most sonbhing fprms, Tho bulk
of tho poople do not shave thoir extromo views  As
things exist, a considorablo nglish olement i1s ndis-
ponsable in tho gervico of the State. No right-think-
ing Indian grudges it,  Bul thoro should be somo
semblance of justico in the disponsation ol Stato
patronage. Tord Curzon, in tho Government of India
Resolution of 24th May 1904, said: ¢ There has boon
o progrossive inoreaso in tho omployment of Natives
and @ progrossivo doelino in tho owmployment of
Turopeans, showing how honostly and faithfully the
British Governmont had fulfillod its plodgoes and how
untruo is the chargo which is"wo ofton honrd of a
ban of exclusion against the Natives of the connbry,”
"His Tordship further said: I8 not tho fact that
the Clovernment of tho connlry has abused 10 poybron-
age to tho benofit of any class or comminity of
persons, On tho contrary, ag the dovelopmont of
administrative organization hes entailed thé creation
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of fresh appointments, endonvour has consislontly
been made to share the privilogoes and rosponsibilitios
of office impartially bolwoen elags and olass,”  Jho
Hon, Mr, Goklale in n oavofully ecompilod tably
apponded to his speech deliverod m tho Vicorogal

Couneil in Mareh 1905, exposed tho fallncy of Tiord
Curzon’s statements, As that tablo shows the ultor
disparity betweon the omployment ol Nativos and tho
employment of Kurbpoeans and Furasians iv the Iligh
Offices of tho State, I would append it at tho ond of
this pamphlet. According lo it the crumbs only go
to the Nalives, the thickly bulbered slicos Lo Furo-
peans, This should not be fho caso. Tord Georgo
Hamilton, the late Secretary of Stalo for India, onco
said at & meeting: ¢ There are tons of milliony of
Indians with intellactual capaocity Inlly equal, if not,
superior, to our own; and in the Norlh aro tons of
millions equal in fighting powor to tho bosh Buropean
Nations.” Ilis Lordshipis not known as & pro-Indian,
bnt I think ho gpoke the hloral truth., Tlow can thon
such highly intollectun] pooplo be oxpooted to bear

with complacoucy their oxclusion from tho servico
of, fhg Go%ornment of their own country?  Thoro is
a tendency to disdain tho oducalod Natives, and
speak of them as, a microscopio minority, who, il is
alleged, think of none but themselvos, Dul 1t is for-
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gotten that this microscopic minority, which counts
over & million souls, possesses the strength of a Her-
ﬂule§ and forms the nueleus of the great Indian
nation, which, under the ragis of the British Rule, is
bound to come into existenco, if not to-day or to-mor-
row, hall o century hence, The edueated Nutives are
the warp and the well in the magnificont texture of
the British Rule in India, and on their durability will
depend its permanence. Letb them, therofore, be trented
kindly, justly and generously, Very often iried and
experienced Indians ave passod over in favour of
uniried and inexperienced Ruropeans, evon at the
sacrifice of Lhe efficioncy of public service, and even
when the liberty of the subjects is jeopardised as in
bhe case of thé appointment of raw Europeans as
magistrates, Very often square men are placed in round
holes, simply because they are Huropeans. The
Natives [ee] it, rosenl it, and brood over i, This is

nob a good thing for Lthe Slate at all,

I may here vefor to 4 unwarﬂnl belief in Indis that
Lord Curzon 1ssued o aonﬁclentml cirolar lor {ho
exolusion of Nalives from posbﬂ above s, 200. Tt

exercised the nalive mind a grent  deal and spread
dissatisfaction, Tt was an acl of short-sighted afd

misguided statesmanship, to sy nothing aboul its un-
just, ungenerous and un-English character. . May the
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Government of Lerd Minto removo this cancor of sove
discontent by withdrawing the ciroular or by unnouncs
ing to the public that the popular helief wos crrongous,



4]
Non-Recognition of Political Aspirations
of Indians.

Closely ajliod {o tho last subjoct is tho non-rocognition
of the pelitical aspiretions ol the eodueated Indians to
teke part in the Government of the” country, A preat
slatesman, T believe, Tl Cromor, said twonty years
npo: ¢ No one who watchos the signg of tho times in
Tndia with oven moderalo oare can doubl thal woe have
entered upon o poriod of change.  Tho spread of edu-
eation, the incrensing influenco of o freo prosy, the sub-
stitution of legal for diseretionary administralion, tha
progress of railways and lolographs, the casior com
munication with Tiurope and tho more ready influs
of Turopean idoas are ‘boginning to produco o markodd
offoet upon the poople, Now ideas ure springing
Now aspirnlions are boing onlled forbhe The powar
publio epinion is growing daily, dueh o condition
aflnirs is one in which the lask of Glovornmont, as
espocially of n dospotic Govermment, is bosot with difjer
ties of no light kind, Lo movo {oo [nsl 14 t‘lﬂl]gﬁl‘&l
hut Lo lag bebind is more dangerous still, Thoe prob!
is how lo deal with this new~bom spivil of prog
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raw and superficiafas in many rospects il is, so s lo
direct it into the right course, and lo dorive Lrom it all
the benefits which its development is capablo ol *ulti-
mately conferring upon the country, and al the same
\time to prevent it from heeoming, through blind indiflor-
%ncu or stupid repression, a source of sorious polilical
Hanger.” These are words ol wisdom and aro more
. true now than they wore when spoken twonty yonrs
ago. The Indians dannot walk alono a8 some poople
faucy, but they have oulgrown their long clothes long
since, and have arrived at the state of adolesconce, Tt
(is but natural that they should aspire to pul their Anger
'in the pie of the administration of their own country,
They would be belieing human nature if they did
otherwise. Englishmen ought to encouragoiather than
discourage their political aspirations, and {ake them
into partnership with themselves in the greal Imperial
Firm of India, ®ir William Hunlor has writton: « I
ot helievo that a people numhering one-sixth of the
‘ol inhabitants of the globe, and whose aspirations
@ been mnourished frdm t{he earliost youlh on tho
tong food of KEnglish liberty can be pormanently
mied a vgice in the government of thefr country, I
tﬂnﬂﬁ‘believe that races into whom we have instilled
» maxim of ¢ no taxation without representation’as .
Jhdamental right of o poople ean be permanently
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exctudod from a share in the nfinagoment of their

financos.” Why should our Rulers thon atbompi {o do an
Indieng cannol bo exeluded for ever,

impessibility ?
Better, therefore, oxtend tho right hand of fellowship to
them now when it will Do soized with wormth and
aratitudo, Tt s political wisdom to do o thing giado-
fully and Gpﬁl]dﬂﬂﬂﬁnding]y than 1o do it in obudienes Lo
a popular clamour when it becomos dangorous. I do
not say that the Governmont shoulde give thom all that
thoy want, but it cannot bo deniod thal some ol their
domands aro highly reasonablo and moderate.  Ior
instance, tho oxpansion of tho Imperial Liogislative

ouneil hasad on elective principle and the appointment
of some Indiang in the Council of the Seerotary of Ftnto
for India. Tho Sccretary ol Slate, althought ho is as o
rule n polilician ol great axperionco and judgment, hag
no Indan exporienco, and ix nafurally guided lo a vory
latge oxtent by his Couneil, which is composed o
ex~Anglo-Indinn burerucrats, Tt 1s,thorefore, of suprome
importance that, ho should have somo [ndian Councillors
in his Couneil to roprosent the Thdian view, The Ilon,
Mr. Gokhals, in hig speech delivered al the Cumbridge
Union Socigty on tho 818t Oolohor 1905, aligr ndvogni.
ing the nhove reforms seid * that hall-u-dozen YopTes

sentatives of Indin should bo electod mombers of the
British Parliament” This raises o groul constilutional
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qgestinn, and I am not surs that Bnglishmon will
approve of such inmovation, Iowever thabmay bo,it will
not be desirable to allow Tndian Membors {o sponk ov
vole upon quusﬁions other than thoso diresltly alfooting
Indin, Otherwiso thoy may bo absorbed by the two
‘great polilical parties in Hngland, and swayod by party
prejudices and considerations,

Indin has now besn under the British Rule for ovor o
hundred years, but her children have not baen aceordad
one-fourth of the rights and privilages which Amorica
has accorded to the Filipinos, President MoKinley onco
sald: “The Philippines are ours not to oxploit but to
develop, to oivilize, to eduonle, to train in {tho dcionco
of gelf-government. This iy the path of duty which we
must follow ov be recreant to a mighty trust committed
to us” These words wete not more empty words
intended to remain on parchment only as a sbam and
mockery in deferonco to the oivilized wotld, but were
intended to bo oarvied out in right earnest 'Tho
Iilipinos have been givon & groat deal alroady, and a
grent deal atill more will be given to tham in (uture,
Well may Indians complain that Queon Vieloria's
gTaoidus proolamation of 1358, whioh thoy lhave somo
fo regard as the Magna Charla of their counfry, has
remained unfulfilled,



Apathy towards Education,

The next piievanco relates to the apathy, if not
antipathy, shown towards education, ospeocially highor
oducation, Monnt Stuart Elphinsione, who was moie of
a statesman Elmn an official, 1n his memorable minute on
adueation dated March 1824, said; “Jt is difficult fo
imagine ah undertaking in which ou? duty, qurinteiest
and our honcur are more immediately concernad, If
is now well underatood that in all countries the. happi-
ness of the poor depends in a great measuro on their
education. Itis by means of it alone thabt they can
acquire those habils of prudence and sgelf-respect from
which all other good qualities spring ; and if ever theie

was a country where such habits are required it is
this,”

“The dangers to which we are exposod from the
seusitive character of the religion of the Natives and
the slippery foundation of our Governmont, owing to
the total separation baﬂwea us and our subjects, requive
the adoption of some mcasure to counteract them, and
the only one is, to remove their prejudices and tooin«
munieate our own principles and opinions by the
diffusion of a rational education,”
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g ‘It has been wged against our Indian GFovernment
that we have subvertad tho states of the Last and slut
up all the somces from which the maguificongs of
the sounbtiy was derived, and that we havo not out~
selves consiructed a single work oither of utility ov
splendour, It may he alleged with more justice that
we have dried ap the fountaing of native talenl, and
that from the nature of our cuuglueét. "ol only all
encouragement tos the advancement of I{Iﬁw,lgd o lg
withdrawn, but even the actunl lomining of fﬁh nation
is likely to be lost, and the produclions of foniffer geniuy
to be forgotien, Something should ﬁur{?'ly bo done to
remove this reproach.”

“ Tt seems dJdosiiable gradually lo introdice them
into offices of higher rank aud emoluments, and after-
wards of higher ttust. I should see no objection to &
native member of a board, and I should sven wish to
gee one distriet commifted expoiimentally to a native
Judge and another to a native Colleclor,”

Blphingtone’s said minuo on oducntion is u vory long
one, and nobody who reads il will fail {o he ‘impressed
by tho bg&adth ol view and prescionce ol ihat groui
stalesman,  Unlortunately, ib finds no response in the
present administration of tho country. Whereas ouy,
Government spend aboul 20 corores of rupoes on tho
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Army and the delenco works out of~tho annual tolal
rovenuo of aboul Re, 80 crores, they spend a comparas
tively paltry sum of about 2} croros of rupeos on
oduention, which is 2 much mere important armamoni
for the stability of the British Rule in India than maxim
guns and like weapons of brute savagery. Nobody

wants the eofficiency of tho army to suilor, bub the
military oxpendifuro has mounted up Dby leaps and
bounds beyond endurance, However that may b,
education ought nol to be neglected and sbarved, In
almost gl oivilized conutrios the State supporls eduocnn
Lion Hberally, and in some of them education has been
mado compulsory. In Indin, which is a vory poon
conntry and whore education is necded most, il is
regrettable that tho Government should be romiss, There
i3 an impression gaining stronglh overy doy that a
considorablo portion of tho Anglo-Indians look npon
bhe spread of education in Indin as a source of dangor
to the State and wisgh to vopress it. Alag! that there
should bo such short-sighled mer, lidueation ean never
imporil the British Rule. It will, on the contrary, make
ib pormanent and ovorlasting, Ii s quile probablo
that as oduention increnses tho people may clamowr for
moro vights and priviloges, claim an equality with® the
‘Buropeans and oneronoh upon the preserves of ihe
Bureancracy. But that will only be a fulfilmont of
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England’s grontsmission in this country, and will

redound to her honour and greatnoss for evor wnd ovor.
Moreover, il is puaorile lor any one lo Lhink ol roprgssing
aducation in Indiz. No Glovernnient will suceetd i il
try, Tngland is the mistreas ol Tndin andnol Russia, and
Englishmen who have wafted the bannor of freedowm,
liherty and enlightenment whorever Lhoif have been,
will never lolerate any such inhumane poligy., IFurihey,
the peoplo of Indis have acquired a vory grent love [or
learning, and i is now almosi impossible to wean tham
of it. (reat Anglo-Indian statesmen in tho past tappad
the spring of education in India with a view to promota
hor happiness and welfare,  That spring hey now
expanded info o magnificent rivor flowing majesiically
onward, ever widoning, ever decponing and sproading
its ramifications far and wido. Legislature may cronie
barriers like the Univorsities Act, bul tho wator will
only eddy for & while and leap over such harriors
defiantly, rippling forth a poeal of iviumph in  its

onward gourse,

1

-

Tho Universities Acl has caused a gr:}ui, doal of dism
spistaction. One does nol like to speak ahout il in
styong lgnguage, bul it is a rolrograde measure, whicl
hhs o & considerablo oxtoni made {he wniversitios a
department of the Stale, and .lukon away I'tom’ thes
wenates thoir froedom of action, Tho Nalive’ross with
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an almost completo unanimity eondofined the moasure,
the people called moetings against il, and the three older
nniversities opposed it strongly.  Thoere was a chorns of
disapproval overywhere.  'Why should i hnve heon so?
Uad tho Tndians gono mad so as nol {o diseriminato
between good and bad ? This could nol be, They
were upset hecause they thought that the education of
their childron was in danger,

The Hon. Mr. Raleigh, in ini,rm]u%ing tho Universi-
ties Bill, said : “ My Lord, the question is somotimes
raised, whether English oducation has beon o blessing
or a curse to the people of India, In point of [net it
has been Dboth 5 but much more, I believe, o blossing
than a curse. Wo note every day the disburbing
offects of a2 new culture, imposed upon bearers who
are not always prepared to recoive it; bub still, it iz
a great achievement to have openod tho mind of
the Tast to the discovories of Western scienco
and tho spiril of English law. To the Schools and
Colleges widor our administratign we own gomo of tho
best of our {ellow-workers, able Judgaes, usefnl officials
and teachers who pass on to othors the benefit which
they have recoived. To them also wo owe tife digeop-
{ented B, A, who has carried away from his colloge &
‘seant modicum of learning and an entirely oxaggerated
estimate of his own capacities—and the great army of
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failed candidates, ywho boeset all the avonues to subord-
inato employment. Can we do anything to incrcaso tho
gain, and to diminish the drawback ¥ Tn othor yords,
can we do auything to improve the methods of teaching
and examination which produced these mixad results,”
With due deference to Mrv. Raleigh, I must say that
education hag proved an unalloyed Dlessmg. [T thero
are discontented B. Ag, education is not, Lo blame Loy
it.  The cause of sthe malady has not beon proporly
diagnosed. As sure as the Tarth revolves on ils axis,
discontented B. AJs will nol diminish, much loss
disappear, under the now Act. Howaover, lol ushopo
that there may e the very least interforence on tho part
of the Government with the work of the senatos, nnd
that things may progress harmoniously for the good of

the couniry.

Here o word may be said aboul technical educalion.
Unfortunately, the avenues open to the Indian intellect
are vory limited. It ought to bo divorled in other
chamnels also. The indigonons industry hes died ont,
or is brealhing tho agomizing sobs of death. Tho
mortfﬂ hagd of flosh and hone cannot fight the gigantic
hand 3¢ gteam and iron. Thore oughtio he an RArst-

-rate technical edueation planted in our country. And
who can best take up that all-imporiant and beneficont
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worl?  Crovornment and Governmofil only, It isidla
to oxpact peopla lo do it. They are vory poor and
mustalook to CRvernmeont for help, Money spent in
this divoction will [ructify & hundred-fold, and will
bring to Government & plentiful harvost in the shapo of
contentment and happiness of the poople,



Abject Poverty of the Hgasant.,

Next in the ardor ol grievances comos thoe dbject
poverty of the Indian peasantry, Tho population of
India is 300 millions, of which 200 millions live on
agriculture, Indin is 8 vory poor coustry, and ifg
fabulous wealth ig o talk of the pasti The annual
average income of her people is about Re. 30 or £2,
whereas that of the people of Tingland is about Rs. 675
or £45, The Indinn peasants arve in a most deplorablo

condition. They live in squalid poverty and do not gét

even one hearty meal in a day, During a faminoe they
pevish like flies, Tt is said thal during the last
10 years about 20 millions of them died of siarvation.
That means a population & little less than ono-hall of
the population of the United Kingdom, What Britisher
is thero who will not feal a thrill of shuddor at the baro
contemplation of thoe dissominalion of noarly one-hall
ol tho population of hif.country 7  ¥ot Indin has Jost
millions of her children, She is mook, gontlo and for-

bearing, bul her heart bleeds and she shoeds silont toars
okangnidh, It is said that lhe Tndian peasanls ara

thoughtless and improvident, and are the makers of
their own misfortune, Itis an unfounded and uncharit-

able accusation. I should like to sec their neousers
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porform tho mirnclo of oxtravegnnt and luxurious living
npon a daily incomo of 3 amnas or Jdd. w day. The
average daily income of the head of un Indian poneant
family is about 8 annas,  What an absurdity il 14 then
to expoot him 1o Iay by something out of this wrolched
piltanco, which is hardly suflicient to keep his body and
soul togolher 2 Mr. Donald Smeaton, C. 8. L, lormorly
a mombor of tho Vieceroy’s Couneil, in the eourso of
a lectie delivored in Scotland last year snid: ¢ The
Indian famines aro not, in roality, lood Lamines al all.
They are money famines j and hore woe come o close
quarters with the most deadly diseaso—the most
besolting sin—of our Indian Adminigtention. Thero hag

never been o go-called fnmine when thor o was not within

the four frontiors of Indin ample food for the people,
The scarcity has nover beon a scarcily of food, bui of
the monoy wherowith to buy ib. An oxirvacrdinary
fact is il not P It is accounted [or in this way., Iirst
ond fovemost the laxation of the poople amounts 1o
neanrly 83 Re. por hond, cquivelent to ovor 18s. per
housohold. Now mark this, The averngo yearly ine
coms of 200 millions of the Indinn pooplo hays beon
estimated by authority ot  £1  3s. por lmad, o
that you have 40 millien familics tiving—that iy, ‘Toad-
ing and clothing thomsolves—on 992, per annum or 3d.
per day: Can you conceive of any man, the hond of 4
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{amily, saving out of an ingome of 8d, per day? Lhey
have reanlly less than a bare subsistonce al tho hest ol
times when food is not abnormally deav § and obsgeva,
their average income has heon stendily decrensing, for
at loast 30 years, wheroas tho prices ol food and othor
necessaries iave nearly doubled ; every yeat thoe eosl of
living isapprociably increased, and taxation grows, but tho
incomeof these submerged 200 millions rarfiaing station-
ary. Is itthen tobezvondered at that, as hay boon romarks
ed by a high authority, ¢many millions have bharely food
enough for eight months out of twelve, and lor the
remaining {our months must eaist as bost they oun by
begging, borrowing, or stealing ’? Is it to bo wondered
at that the death-rate in India hag risen from 21 poy

1,000 in 1880 to an average ol 82 por 1,000, during the
last decade, rising to 40 per 1000 in 1000 —nearly
double in 20 years ¥’ Mr. Smoaton has deseribed ihe
condition of 1he Indian peasantiry correclly, Mr, d. E,
(’Conor, the late Direelor-Goneral of Statistics in Thdia,
in spite of a natural bias in favour of the officinldom to
which ho once helonged,” was constraimed to neknowlodao
tho squalid poverly of the Indian peasuniry in o papor
read by him Lefore the Indian section of the Sooiely of
Ayts in Mhy last, yenr. o doseribed Indin “ns an
oxtremely poor country, judged by any Turopean
standard needing that her rosources should he carelully
hugbanded and made the mosgl of by o ihrilty and
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prudent . adminisiration,  In Indim sooner than uny
countvy in the world ave tha works of the rookloss and
shorjsighlod finaneiers likely o do irreparablo ovil”
Ahout the present agravien policy of the Government
ho suid: “ It is doubtlul whothor tho elforts now boing
mude to tako the enliivating out of the hands of the
monoy-lender will have mnch effeet, or, ovon if thoy
have the fulfost offect, that thoy will materially improve
tho cultivator’s posilion until a larger share ol the
produco of the soil is loft in his hands, and he is
protoctod against enhancod assossmont by Governs
ment officials and ngdinst enhancod rent by privato
landlords.”  My. ’Conor, while alive 1o the good
which might vosult from exionsive irrigation and
the introduction of new plants and imploments
of hushandry, expressed as his opinion that the roduc-
tion of the land vevenne by 25 or 80 per ocenl. wag
neaded to improve the unhappy lot of the ocultivaior,
I think he hit the right nail there, No slop-gap,
tinkering or hall-hourted moasnros will do.  Thoe land
assossmont in India iy cvushing, Ibtis about L5 or 20
per cenb. of the gross produce—n thing unheard of in
any oivilized country,

Lord Curzen in his post-prandinl speech - af the
“banquet held in his honour at the Byoulls Club said:
“It ig the Indian poor, the Indian peasant, the palient,
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humble, silent millisns, the 80 per cenb, who. subsish
by agriculture, who know very little of polieies, bul
who profit or suffer by their results, and whom man's
eyes, even the eyes of their countrymen too olten
forget—1o whom I rvefer. He hes boen inthe buck-
ground of every policy for which I have beoen res-
ponsiblo, of every surplus of which I have assisted in
the disposition. 'We geo him not in the splendour and
opulence, nor even Yn the squalor of great cities: he
reads no newspapers for as a rule, ho cannob read ab
all 1 he has no politics. Bub he is the bone and sinew
of the country, by the sweat of his brow tho soil is
tilled, from his labour comes one-lourth of the national
" income, he should be the first and final object of overy
Viceroy's regard,” These are noble sontimonts, but it
| 18 wrong to say that the Indian peasant has not a very

prominent place in the hearts or in the minds of his
countrymen., The Indian polilicians of all the schools
have spoken times out of number about his abjeot

nnd helpless condition, snd condemned the agravian
policy of Government as killing and ruinous, Tho
salvation of the peasant lics in the reduction of tho

land assessigent, and thab boon can be conforred upon
him" by Government alone. Lot us, however, hope
that he may he * the first and the final object of evory
Viceroy's regard* in future. Hitherto the tax-
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patherer has applied to him the lancet a groat deal tog
much und unrelontingly. Ford Curzon Ilaid unction
lo his soul by slating, in the courso of his speoch,
“it was for him (the peasant) in ihe main thai
wo have twice reduced the sall-tax, thal we pe.
mitted land revenue in two yoars amounting to
nearly 2} milhons sterling : for him that we are
acgessing tho land rovenuo ol progressively lower

pitch, and making its collectign elaslic. 1t is 1o
improve his oredit that we have created co-opera-
tive credit societies, so that he may acquire capital
al; ﬂn‘sy rales and be savod from the usury of the money-
lender, Hois tho man whom wo desire to Ll in the
world, 1o whose children wo want to pive educalion, to
raseuo whom from tyraamy and oppression wo have
rolormed the Indian police, and from whoso cabin we
wani to ward off penury and famine”” I wmmn afraid
his Tordship has rather overdrawn the picture. DBe
that as it may, wo all feel grateful to him [or the
reduction of the sali-lax, the romission of land revenud
and the crention of co-operalito crodit sociclics. Dut
these measures altor all wore moro slop~-gap measures,
Thoy wore like a drop of water ponred down the
parched throat of a thirsly soul on the point of oxpiry.
The budget was bumper, there were surpluses fora
succession of years, and the peasantry was so very much

stricken down by famine and plague that the hands of .
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(Fovernment were 1*1'ﬂﬂt1aully Eauﬂml to tnke {hosoe mon-
sures, Let it nob be qupposad that T wish {o dotracl
from their merits. During tho recent Lnminog tho
Grovornment, through its servanis, acted horoieally, fines
and lacs of poople, it is truo, perished of slavvation, bub
their number would have beon immoeasurably augmont-
od if Government had nol risen to tho oceasion and
acted gonerously, promplly, and assiduonslp, In spile
of all this, one eanngt say that Governmoni have dono
their duty sufficiently towards tho moek, holpless, and
woe-begone peasant, The soil is impoverished, and tho
peasant has no coin to buy manure for it.  From year’s
end to year’s end there is nol a glimpso of hope o B9y
of prosperity lo cheer his heart, o lives in s, datkeand
dingy hovel with a low thatched rool and beghtio walls
plastered with earth and cow.dung, redelent with the
nauseating smell of extreme poverty. “fhe floor is evor
damp, and 13 a breeding place for fever bacilli during
the monsoon. He has no Inrnilure, no plato or+garockory.
There aro & few carlhon chatlies, n couple of Dbrass
platters, o hrass goblet and & grindivg sloms al whiel
his wile at brenk of dawn grinds com, singinf# o
plaintive yoice some primitive song, koeping Limo ag it
wére ¥ith the monolonous rumbling of the grinding
stone, Lle s no mattross lo Lo on, but sbrelches his
wearied limbs on the naked floor wrapping himself in a
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sheot or & blanket. Eis wardrobe g simple. IIo hag g
couple of dhoties, one or two jackels and o turban, 1le
needs no cupboard, A line or o cord Img in o corner
of the Imt serves his purposo just ns woll.  Ile goes
aboul with a pisce of cloth round about lis loins, some-
timos with a jackel on and sometimos without it  1lig
wife has a paraphornalin of two saries and (wo chowlies
(bodices), whiich she woars allornately aller a bath at tho
village well, In ilho eold season he keeps off the cold
by covering himself with o coarso Llanket, which hag
perhaps rendered sorvice for yoars, Ilis iroop of child-
ren go about as naked aswhen thoy came oul of thair
mother's womhb, e lives on tho coarsest Lood imagina-
ble. Boiled rico or bread and chuiney with eurd or somo
vegotablo to bredk the monotony constitules his staple
foods Bven this he doos nol got sufliciently, poor
mad. The lnxury he generally rogalos in i the smok-
ing of a chelum or a Ubiddi. Ilis lol is havd, his
sufferings aro groal, but. ho bears his eross pationtly,
bocauso he has [ull [aith in Providonee,

Nothing shovt of o considerablo roduction in tho landw
tax will improvo tho lol of ithe peasant. The land-lax
ghould ba roduced by about 40 por aont.  Tho survey
should o held nt & much lougor intorval than £i pre-
sont, and tho survey officor should hold the survey in a
distriol not alone, bubt in co-operation with aboul o
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dozen well-known ten salecbod; from that distriet, This
will fo o very greab extent guurnntnﬂ tho correstnoss of
the rovised assessment, and obviato the ery ono ¢l
hears of tho inexporience or over-zenl of {he | survey
officer. Morcover, in caso of a difference of npimnn

between the survery officor and tho ‘punch® Guovern-
ment will have before it sufficient mator mh [rom whwh

to gather the true stale of things, Tho ﬁmtﬂslmﬂ, who

will accomplish thig and bring prosperity fo the door
of the peasant, will earn for himsell 1he counllogs bless-

ings of the teeming millions of this country. Undor
the Dritish Rule largoe towns and cilies have fuftened
and prospered remarkably, bul the rural districhs, have
grown lanky and emaciated, |




Apathy of Parliament.

I shall now doal with tho question of injuslice [re-
quently done to India by the Ministers of the Crown
eithior in tho name of or with the nctive or passive cone
gent of the DBritish Parlimmont, Tt is said {hal the
Parlinmoent is in deeadonce, There are now no statos-
men of the type of Pill, Tox and Burke, Peel and
Palmerion, Cobden aud Brighi, Digvacli and Glad-
stone, wha could rise high in the ethoreal atmosphaore of
truo statesmanship, making « comprohonsive survoy of
the political horizon and ovoking admiraiion of the
aivilized world by their high ideal, lofiiness of purpese,
great proscienco and wisdom, Unfortunately, tho race
of stutesmen who made the namo of Fngland greal and
illustrions is now oxlinel, Wo havo now only second-1aie
and third-ralo poliliclans in the sorvice of {ho Crown,*
wielding tho dostiny of Fngland’s mighly Bmpire, The
Opposition is composod of men equally Feeble, In spilo
of this, the Parliamont of Great Brilain is sbifl a dynamo
of freodom, liberiy and justics, Unforlunalely, ‘in "ihe

[N o e o p—
bl bl L] ekl b

# Thia was wrillen ons day befoie Lhe news of the resignation
pf the Balfour Ministiy airived in India,
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multitude of their*engagemoents our Brilish logislators
do not pay altention to Indian questions, Thiy
should not be {the caso. Indians naturally fook {osbhom
for the redress of their griovancos, Lot not their faith
bo shaken. That will bo a bad augury for 1he Brilish
Rule in India, -

Some yoars ago the Government of Indig4vas obliged,
on account of the low ebb of the Tndiah finance, fto
reintroduce import duly on piece-goods arriving in tho
country. This imposl affected the interests of Lanca-
shire, Directly a hue and cry was raisod in lingland,
and in deference to it the minisiers of lhe Crown
forced the hands of the Government of India to lovy o
countervailing duty on the cloth manufactured in India,
This was simply outragoons, Ralher than loso their
power, the minislers of the day yielded to the clamour
of the Lancashire manulncturors and inflicled & gront
wrong ot the toxtile industry of lIndin,  Supposo the

oxigencios of tho financo ol Greul Britain had nocossit.
atod the levy ol an imaort duly on whoal o any othor
glaff imported inte Bngland lrom India, and ihe
Indians had domanded a coulorvailing duly on the
indigendus wheat or sluff, would nol Inglishmon
Itaves chatactorised the demand as impudent, mul unjusl ?
Yol India was forced o do what Bnglishmen would
never have done, in spite of their much talked-of
imperinlistic congcience,
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Take a vory recent case, In tho military contyo.-
versy betweon Lord Cnirzon and Tord Kitchener,
Lorde ICitchener eame off viclorious. T.ord Curzon
fought valiantly, but he was bit below tho bolt by a
weak Seeretary of State who was but the mouth-picee
of an cqually weak Ministry, Tord Kilchonor was g
very greal favourite with the Dritish public, and io
thwart, him ni"n his wishos appenred 1o the Balfouy
Ministry as the sounding of their Swn funcral knell,
The Ministry was afraid 1o face {ho avalanchoe of
public resontment in England whicls might have heen
avoused if Lord IKilchener had rerigned his office of
Commander-in-Chief in India, Thoretore, rallior than
be submorged the Ministry bent thelr knoos readily
before Lord Kitehoner, in spiie of bho masterly protest,
of Lord Curzon. Thus Indin’s best interosts Were
shameflully sacrificed, and a dendly blow was  adminis-
tored 10 her constilulion, As siated by the Times of
Indic € tho differonces bebween the Vicoroy and Conye
mandor-in-Chiof nominnlly cenired round the quegtion
whother  the Military  MemBor and  tho Military

Departmoent should bo velained, bhough shorn of gomo of
their powors ; bul tho actunl isguo alnko was; whcthgr
Lord Kitchonor should ohtain com pleto and unfelfered
control of Milibary administralion and M ilitary expon.
diture, unchacked by any of thoso safegngrds which iy
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all civilized countries are invariably associaicd with
constitutiona] Government.,” Lord (urzon resigned
hig office of Viceroy of India. Ile fought braveky for
o great constitubional quostion, bul the Indian publie,
although in complete accord with his view, did not

make any public demonsiration of their feclings as they
did on a much less important oceasion of Lho Tlbert Bill

during the memorable adminstration of Lord Ripon,
The Indiens had come to regard Lord Curzon’s Viceroy-
alty as a piece of bad luck for them, and breathed
a gigh of relief at the intelligence of hig resignation,

Although the Curzon-Kitchener controvorsy involved
a question of wvikal importance for tho wellare of
India, the British Parliamoent looked at it with supremo
indifference, as iff 1t did not concorn thom at all,  This
is to be deeply regretted. That a groal legislative
body should slumber on such an ocension belrays lack
of frue conception of its duty. Lot ug, howevor, hopo
that Parliament will shake ofl ils apalhy under the
newly-formed Bannoripan Ministry, and do away with
this portonious evil, which is bound to oal wp tho vilals
of the finance of Tndia,

Anotheg griovance of considorablo magnitudo may
bo dedt, with here. 1tis the refusal ol England to
confribute towards the wp-keep of the Arlﬁy in Iudia,
The Indian Army is not for Indin only, but is always at
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the command of ¥ngland Lovr Imporiul purposes. T
hay sorved in Malla, China, Tigypl, Arabin and  Africe,
and Bngland hay only {o ovdor it o go lo any paré of
the world in future.  Why should Tndin bo saddled
with the whole of its eost then ? Is it just or aquitabla
{o dose? Thoro are not o fow politicians in Groat
Brifain whohgyo impoerinlism on their minds, imperialism
on their lips,” hut, I regrot, no imperinlism at theix
hearts, 'Would Englishmen havo over dared to accord
such an unlair treatment to Canada or Aunstralia?
No feard: But India is woank, and thoreloro can hbe
vidden hard. Thero i« o proverh in Gujorali that o low
plum tese gots the most shaking ot the hands of the
fruit-gatherer. Indie is poor. England ig1ich, There
ean be no comparison botwoen the two countries, It is
gnid that tho woalth of the United Kingdom is about
15,000 millions stevling and that of India about GOO
hundrod millions storling only. India is alrendy
groaning undor tho overpowering woight of the Military
expondilure,  One-thivd of hor xevenuo is swallowed up
by it.  Indin thorefore appenls to tho Parlinmoent of
Gireal Britain Lo show hor juslioe, if not ponoerosity and
sympathy which are hor dues as o memlor of he world-
wido Empire of Bngland, ..



Administration of Lord Curzon,

The administration of Lord Curzon comes next, It
is & vast subject, and can be dealt with hub very briofly
here. Lord Cmzon wound up his groab speech ot the
Byeulla Club with the words “ Lel India be my judge.”
India hag judged his Lordship, and has pronounced her

verdict against hira. r

On the day their Royal Highnesses the Prince #nd
Princess of Wales landed in Bombay, one was skruck
by the studious silence of the natives when Loxrd
Curzon drove from the (Gtovernment Iouse to the
Apolle Bunder to receive the Royal guests, The strects
were thronged with spectators, the windows of housos
and every available vantage-ground weic packed
with men, women and children of different oastes and
creeds, all anxiously awailing to bid & loyal and & mosl
enthusiastic welcome to their future King and Quoon.
But Lord Curzon was pob cheered, although it was vory
well known that his vieoroyaelty was about o close
within afow days. A short timo after his Lordship
drove pagh, the multitudes saw Sir Phorozshah Mchia
dtiving, and gave him checrs. Why should it have
beon so? Why should warmth have been shown towards,
an ordinary subjech of the Iling and coldness towards .
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tho King's ropresonialive in this covatry 7 The people
of Bombay are known for thetr extrome moderation and
sobtioty of viows, Tho roason wag that the people were
disgatisfied with Lord CGurzon,  Othor parts of {he
couniry did not show enlhusiasm cithor, Tord Curzon

had no pleace in the hearis of the people. T is true
thal Anglo-Indian Associations liko the Chambors of
Commerco, & Tow Drinces and Chiofs, and & handfnl of
Native Asgociations presentod addreBses or spoke aulo-
gistically of Lord Cmzon. For obvious reasons I do
not take into aceount the Anglo-Indian hodies, About
tho Native Chiels and DPrincos it is wisdom fo say
nothing, Moreovor, thoy do nob constitute the peoplo
of Indin,  Asg ropards the fow Indian Associations I
heligve they were not important or influential bodies,
Howovor, I will assnume that they wore important and
influential, Their extremoly small number only proves
tho universalily of the [fceling ol dissnlisfaction felt
towards Lovd Curzon, The Anglo-Indian panegyrisis
of his Liovdship extolled him to jhoe sovenih heaven § the
Indiang on tho other hand deeried him. Why should
there have heen such a strange phenomenon? Tho
Indians are known Lor their gratitudo, Shqﬁ {thom =&
little kindnoegs and thoy will liek your hand fondly and
caressingly., Thoe oxplanation ig that Lord Ourzon, in
gpite of his marvellous ecapacily and groat iniollectual



‘9

powers, was consumed hy ogotism and podaniry, Ile
rendered some very valuable services te tho couniry,
bul he was domineering and disdainful loward? the
natives, ITe was an able administrator bub nol o slatos-
man. His unhappy convocation speoch and his speoch
dolivered in couneil on the occasion of tho Univorsilios
Validating Bill will not soon bo forgotion by tho people
of India. ’

The Indians fuliy appreciated the boon conforred
upon them by Lord Curzon by the reduction of the salt-
tax, the remission of land revenuo, the orention of
Clo-operative credit societies and the extension of works
of irrigation, and by his efforts to bring Wuropoan
assailants of Indiang to justice. It i3 satd thal Lord
Curzon was forced to adopt those mensmres by the
exigencies of the time, the large surplusoy which ocenrred
year after year, and ilhe alarming poverty of the
peasants, who had lost their live-stock, seod and almost
all that they possessod during tho fomine, Iowover
it would be unfair not i» thank Lovd Curzon for thoso
acts of kindness, Ageingt thom might ho placed in the
opposite sgale the pageantry of the Delhi Daxbar, {ho
Tihot Tixpadition, the Univorsilies Aot, the Sinle Seoroty
Ack, ‘the Partition of Bengal and Lord Curzon’y
inordinate passion for centralisation and his offorls {q
. exclude natives from tho higher offices of tho State,
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The pagesntry of the Dol Uarbur was valn and
idle,  Taes of rupees wore thrown awny on ib,  From
twortty to thirly thousand peoplo were dying weekly of
plague, and the country had nol quite omergod from
the throos of famine ab the time ol the Delhi Darbar,
A more inopportune timo conld not have loen solected
for the purppse. The people freely seid that Tiord

fnzon dosired fo play the sele of an Bwporer. I do
nok think he wished that ; bul thore was ovidently a
grond deal of vanily blendod with a doesive 1o make the
people think that Tngland was nll poworful in Indis,
Nobody disputed that Iact, and thore was no necessity
to prove whal svag n sell-pvidont proposition, The
people loved King Bdward denrly, and thetr fivm cone
viation wasdhst i tho true condition of Indin had heon
representod to his Majesty, he would havo veloed tho

squandering of lacs of vupaos on wn amply pageant,

Lord Curzon’s Anglo-Indian admirors seo nothing
harmful about the Univorsities Aol, the Stato Soerols
Acet and the Partition of Bengal? Thoy aro nol monu-
monts ol statosmanship, but are monumonts of folly,
Anglo-Indians have no idea how tho Tearks of tho
Tndians have hoon lncorated by those meagufa and by
tho wnkind and insunlting language of Lord- Curzon
fowards thom,  Tho Anglo-Indians do nob mix with tho
Indians and cannol know their foelings. It is diffloult
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to foretell what miy nol happon to the British Rule in
India, if half a dozen men like Lovd Curzon como to
India as Vieeroy in succession. livery loyal Inlian,
who is genuinely attached to the British Tlule in Tndix,
feels that Lord Curzon in his over-zenl to make the
British foothold Armer in India has unwilitngly plunged
a dagger in its bowels, This may apponr inerediblo
or iidiculous to Anglo-Indians, bitt it 13 nona tho leks
true, Itis unfortudate that Anglo-Indians although they
live in the midsl, of Tndians, by their exclusivenoss
know little or next to nothing about their feclings. Lot
us all, however, fer vently pray that Lord Minto may heal
the lacerated feelings of the peeple by the soothing
balm of justice, kindness and sympathy,

ity Sl e -ﬂ.ﬁ;ﬂ'f‘-ﬂ“

Conclusion,

I bave tried in this brochmo only {o [ocus the
attention of Englishmen and Anglo-Indisna on a fow of
the salieni grievanees of tho people of India, T hope
they will think over Them, India i the most lustrons
gom in the Crown of Tlngland, It is o eontinent in
itsell, and containg one-fifth of tho human raco, 1t is
prand mMosaie work of Providenco, {essellated by
variegdted colours of its people and the slill moro
variegated huos of their garments. [ore are to Lid
found snow-peaked mountaing and barren plaing scorchod
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by the sulley hoat of the sun, ~Green valloys of

suporb bonuty and grandour and deserts replote with
wild @nimals and reptiles equally nesile in its bosom,
The cold bleak wind of Burope blows in iis faco side by
gide with tho het wind of Afrien, and thero are enlombed
in ils bowels deh veins of uniapped minorals. India
iy the oynosure of the world. Vithout it Tngland
would bo like o’ man with hig noso and right hand and
log cut off. Lot not our Anglo-Indign follow-subjects
ever disfigure or amputate thomselves by theiy
{olly. TRomember tho proverh that ‘as wo sow so shall
wo reap. Unfortunately, thero are not a fow Anglo-
Indians who seom to imagine that the bost way to
rulo Indin is to koop the ITindu and Mohamodan

b arm’s longth from each olher. I is a vory shori.
siohted policy. Tt may succood for a while, but not
always, Imagine o man trying io cul into halves
the walor of a river, Direclly ho plunges his sword
into the water, there will bo o splash and a ruflling of
tho surlnee, but the waler will unite again and run on
placidly hugging closoly togethdr for foar of o Lurihor
divigion, The best way fo rule Tndin is to make hov
poople happy and contonted, Treat thom g8  youwr
follow-sulyjeels and not inloriovs ; look upon thefn as
yvour partnevs and nol rivels; bo kind and courbeous to

:them and do unto thom as you would be done by othevs:
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The foundation of the British Thale in Tndia shonld avor
bo what lawyors would say justice, oquity and good
conscienco. Any foundation of groed, selfishnogs and
vanity will be like a foundation of quicksand. Tndin
is sincerely grateful to England for the blossings sho
has already conferred upon hor, but still mueh romaing

to be done.

It has pained al] the well-wishers of the British Rule
in this country that Mr, Fuller, the Lioulenant Govornor
of the nowly made Provinee, should have lalked of blood-
shed and threatened people with tho military, A man
who has dono this 18 scareely a proper person to bo the
head of a Province, Statesmanship domands a cool and
collected head and a sympathetic and gencrous hoars,

There has heen unnecessary distrust and disfavouy
shown to the Swadeshi movement in some quarlors,
Even some of those who profess!to bein its fayour
appear to be afraid of il. It is nol an archangel of
ovil; it is not a Feniag or o Nihkilist movemont, but it
is & most praiseworthy movement, which, when coaried
on by constifutional means, ought to he supported by
Governmpent, Tn ib ono sees lho dawn of Tndin’s
prosperity and the expansion of her trade, commerco and
manufactures. It will toach Indians solf-ceniad, sull-,
reliance and sclf-respect, T is immaterial whal has
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brought, it about. The project is grand, majestic and
noble, and Indians ought to persevore in it by all
conshitutional means, and oven at a groat, pecuniavy
sacrifiee and personal discomfort.

At this juncture Indin scoms to bo al the parting of
#he ways, May God of all nations show to our Ruleys
tho true path—the path of wisdom, forbearance, ma
nanimity angd “justico—whieh may lead to the unjon of
hearts botwoen the rulers and the rvled and the aver-
lasting floating of the Union Jack from the Indian
hastions.

Nowhove in tho British Empire is the throne of
England held in so much revoerence as in India. Any
disparaging remark about the Sovoreign will ho fot
moro keonly in Indin than olsowhere. Tho Tndians
love tho Sovereign truly, There is no moek-show
or humbmgging about them. The late Qugen Viclorin
was loved and voneraled, and when she ed the
mourning was deop and univorsal in India, VWhen
King Wdward was taken ill o liltle bofore his Gotonation
the people of Tndin manifestod genuine anxiely, snd
Lervenily prayod for his spoedy recovory, Thay lovo
King lidward no loss than they loved Quoon ~Victoria,
Iiven tho Princo of W:I-Etl-:aﬂ has & very warm corsor 1
their henrls.,” Their Royal Iighnossos the Princo and

Princoss of Walos arve in India in the midst of o most, loyal
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subject, The pooplo of Bombey sccorded to them a
most enthusinstic woleome, The town was gorgeously
hedecked and sumptuously iluminatods Bombuy
lookod fascinating and bowitching in hor holiday-atlire,
and smiled o most radiant smilo to groot tho royal
guests, Months ago whon it was announood  thab the
T ince and tho Princoss would visit Iudixt,ﬂtha hoarts of
sho peoplo throbbed with joy, and it Was docidod fo
give a right royal wolcome to the royal son of a royal
father, in spite of the foar {hal their lavish hospitelity
might bo misconstrued by the Prince inlo n loken ol
opulence,

His Royal Highness will be pleased not, to gauge tho
prosperity of India by the magnificenco of tho roception
he has received in large towns and will recoive here-
atter during hig sojourn, The rural population which
is eighty per cent. of the population of Indir, is on the
brink of starvation and penury. Still, the prince and
peasant, the rich and poor, tho artisan and iracdes-
man, the high and low, all sincorely unite in wishing
their Royal Ilighnossed a mosi ploasant and enjoyable

timo in Indin and asafe 10tuen homo in the Dbest of
health,

Thé devotion of the poople of Tndia to the poraon of
bhe Sovereign is o greal polilical agsol which ought (o
be made the best use of. India's intellect is kaen, her
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goil 1g vich and hey vesonreos nwo vast, A tkilfal potier
will turn oul of theso matorials & pot of grond ubility
anck of exquisito beauty and splendour, Indin ean he
made to produce and will produeo the best of singes.
mon, tho best of soldicrs, the best of jurists, and in faol
bhe best of anything and cverything, This may causo
somo Anglo-Indian lips to quiver with a smilo,and may
seem bhe vision of n visionary, But look at Japan |
Thirly years oago if anybody had snid lhab Japan
would defeat, Russia, and would take o prominent place
in the eouncil of the avilized nations of the world hig
sanity would havo heon quostioned.  Who eould have
thought ten years ago that the mighly arms of Russia
would be vanquished and thal she herself would bo
paralysed by an infernecine feud ! Tyranny, oppression
and bad Government sowod the seod of revenge and
hatred in the hearls of the peoplo of Russia, The bayo-
net was always rendy o plunge into the entrails of the

poople and the sword ready for the sume nefprious
purpose. LThe people chafod, bub bided their oppor-
bunity, The Russo-Japancse war broke oul and lighted
tho smouldering spark into a hugo ﬂnnﬂhgmtion.
The firo s siill raging and bucketfuls of human Dlood

are being poured over ib in the vain hope of cxtinguish-
ing it, History repeals isell in Russin as it has
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repoated itself in other countrics in  the pasts
Unfortunately men learn history, hul do not take ils
wholesome lesson to heart. The law of God is inexorgble,
but monarchs and stalesmen in their limited wisdom
defy it and thus court destruetion. Righloousnesy

exalteth a Government, and tyranny is the precuraor of

its fall. Let this be romembered in every couniry
and every clime. Russia is now gatheriilg the haryest
of her misrule, The Indians have always looked upon

her as their greatiest enemy, aud thank their stars that
they arc nol under hertyrannical and inhumano sway
but are under the freedom-loving, humane and protect-
ing wings of Great DBritaih, India lovey the British
Rule, in spite of 1{3 shortcomings, and no wonder, She
hag passed through many vieissitudes and changes, No
country in the world has passed ihrough hor ordeals.
er bow was eruclly lashed by the foaming billows and
tempestuous winds of invasion and her sidos woro gplit
by inbernecine feud, Providence has now placed hor
under tho skilful capiainey of Johm Bull, who, il is
hoped, will steer her to her cheiished gonl amid the
acelamations of the world,

1t Is mul that the East will bo ast, and the Wost
will be Tﬂ cat, nevor to unite with each othor, Tiol our,
Annla-Indmn follow-subijeats and statesmon holie tlus
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by joining handg with tho Indiang and working arm in
arm with thom lor the good of this counlry, and to the
glorg and renown of the mighly Empire of Great

Brilain.

A S T YA iy
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The Failings of Mofussil
Magistrates.

ey el J el Y. il

A
To TR EDITOR OF IHE “BOMBAY GAZETTE.

Sir,~Great hardship is being eausod to thoso who
happen to appear in a magisterial court in the molus-
sil cither as lawyors, partics or witnessos, Thoy atiend
tho court at 11 a. m. in obedience to its order, How-
ever on reaching it, olfener than not thoy find the
magistrate not arrived there. It isa known fact thal
a magistrato in the mofussil comes tdequrt af all sorls
of hours, varying with his convenienico nnd caprico.
Eiven after his arrival, if he happens to bo an excculive
officer also, he takes 1T1ﬂ the vevenue work fivst, wnd
then the eriminal worlk, ov reverses the order as it suits
hig whim,  When the revenue work is takon in hand
first, woo he to the lawyers and the pariies engagod in
a criminal ease, They are obliged to wait for hours $o-
gother under conditions, which people unnceustomed
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(o the molussil courls ean hardly eoncoive,  The Magis-
frato doing the revenue work doelaros thal the room in
whigh lo transncts husinoss i« his privato room, and the
Lot that ho hears eriminal ensos in 16, does nol chango
ity character,  Tho poor lnwyors are, thorofore, obliged
to spend their timo as best as thoy can, in a vorandah
or somo such place.  There is no wonder if thoy secrat-
ly anathomatizo the magisirato aller woarisomo wait.
ing, The trentmont accorded to ¢ihe liliganls und
witnegses 1 worse still.  Lesl they should make »
noiso and disturb thoe tranquillity of his Worship’s mind,
his pattawalla doos not allow thom io stay in the veran-
dah or any placo closo by, Yoy arve obligod, thoreforoe,
githor to git on the ground undor & lreo, or walk ahout
nimlessly until their logs are tired out.  You may well
imagine their sufforings whon tho woathor is inclement,
The hardsbip ig very much intehsifiod when the magis-
trato 13 on tonr, At limos his tont s pitched miles
pway from o railway siation or & lown., As lo
exoreisos jurisdiction ovor a lnrge area of land, poople
[rom distant places are obliged lo go to his itinerary
court, Thoy somotimos lonve thoir homos n day pre-
viously und somotimes bolore lhe breal of dawenn of the
day fixed for the hearing of tho case. Noar tho tont
thoy can gel nothing to eat, and oven lor o drink of
waber thoy have to coax & pallawalla, or look to {ho
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benevolence of othovs. In the hotlest soason they havo
io boguile the wearisome hours beneath o iroe hofore
the magistrate at his swoeel will takes up the case. I
know of inslances in whiell magistrabos did nol hogin
magistorial work mtil neavly 5 p. m, Whothor al hoad-
quarters or while on tour, if is essontinl for tho conves
nience of the litigants, their lawyors and iﬂ‘."itll{’!‘ii{‘ﬂ thut
eriminal work qhﬂuhl be ben‘un ot 11 oclock in tho
forenoon and ‘atﬂpped at 5 o’clock in tho afternoon.
Onco in a way, in an omergont case, it may bo right
for a magistrate to continue the hearing of a oo tntil
aftor 5 o’clock, but it is cortainly not right for him {o
bogin with a case al that hour, when the yeoplo should
bo roturning homewards after tho ay’s worry and irial,
A magistrabe in tho mofussil fancios himsoll suprome,
and thinks that ho has powor to hold hig comt ut ARy

time and on any day including even o gazoltod holiday,
Ho doos not seem to caro a rap for the hardship whieh
may bo eansod by his getion lo the liliganis and the
lawyors appearing boforte him, [ can roenll to mind
instances in which tho mugistrates oven whony. pb load-
quartors, pad, by their dilaforiness in faking up cusos,
cvased the litigants and wilnesses Lo spond o night,
away [rom their homes lo seck sholter as bost ag Lthoy s

could gef it in a slrange place,
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The havrdship to the litigants does ot end hore, In
faok their talo ol woo will he incomplete without taking
into pecount tho pecuniary losses which they are oblig-
od to hoar, Thoy must pay the pipor. I woun they

must pay the lawyors well in ordor to induce them to
boar with the inconvenionce and annoyunco, ’l‘hey
must also breat thoiv witnessos and gpond money on
thom in additidn to'thie bhata money paid for them to
Government,  Also, thoy aro obliged to humowr and

supplicate their witnesses who, vory naturally, are loatho
to incur fatiguo and bothor.  Whon callod against their
will tho. witnossos vory ofton assume o dofiant attitude
and wilfully damage tho easo of the side culhn-:r them

to givo ovidenco,

The aboveis but briel and foobla portraiture of the
hardships to which the litigants in a magistrate’s courg
in tho mofussil avo linble. It i 8 melancholy roflootion
that their spid grievancoes ave very largoly the croation
of the Kuropenn nmwmtmtm, whuw bad Gmmpln 1% 1mi~

tatod by their clorks, whan undor Lhn most: uh;uutmnnl:la
| systom in voguo, thoy in the course of tima “boooma
mogisbratos,  Tbig Doth amusing and ﬂwfrm(futmu- to
behold Lhﬁ‘iﬂ nativo magistratos giving Lhmn%alvua alrs
w:ll;honl: possessing tho redeoming vivtueg of thg Turo-
pean _l_lli_bglhtl'utﬂ_s. .
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Bir, the J udgﬂa of 111% Mujesty’s ngh (_;ouvl: nt Bom-
~bay take their seats on the B{ﬂlﬂh at 11 8. m. and stop
“work at 5 p. m,, mth an hour or throo quartors gf an
howr’s recess atnoon. ‘Why should not the mugistrates
in the mofussil conform to the samo :ule? It is trus that
some of them have to do rovenue. wo 1-: in addition to
magisterial work. But that is. no exmlqn for delaying

the magistdﬂal work till 4 or 5 o cloch ne tllﬁ nltemonn |

and later. The bet thing for, them to do is to attond
" to the magisterial work first fm some hours of the duy,

‘and then take up the revenue work, If. that bo not
feasible—and I don’t seo why it should not be—thon
- the next best thing for them to do 1 to take up criminal
- work always from 2 to 5 5, never later and vary the time
 of ntteudmwa in the summons and subpoonas accor dingly. |

 With referenco to. the magistratos, who aro not bus-
‘dened with revenue work they have not a ghost of ox-
cuse for holding their courts later than 11 n. m. and
sitting up till after 5 33 . Ilknnw of "E{jmti of theso
* magistrates not closing their court 11l 80 ‘dlock at 111;,ht,
- to the grent annﬂy'umﬁ of the parties and. ]ﬂ,wycw Con- -
- emnad Although tho casos thoy were engagod in hear-
~ing were of a trivial clmmctol..;. ,I_ also know in-
"i:_'_atancea in whmh mn,glqtmtcs had held thotr courts. at,
___.,_-haIE-pas{; sevan in the mnrmng. T will wuul upihm
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lottor wilh a forvont hope thal Government and the

Honorable the Chiof Justice and Judgoes of the High
Court will he pleased to bogtow their consideration on

the subjeet—Yourg, ote.

A LAWYLR,

January 11,
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Mofussil Magistrates.

-

7o 'PIE EDITOR OF TIIH  BOMIAY GAZUTIL,”

Sir,—In continuation of my lettor published in your
jacue of the 12th ultimo under the heading of “'Lho
Failings of Mofussil Magisirales,” I hog to offer a fow
remarks on the selection of native mag#slrates in tho
Mofussil. As a rulo most of them are quondam clerks
of the sub-divisional and district mogistrates, Their
metamorphosis is wondeiful. Ifrom ordinary clerks
drawing Rs, 15 to 20 & month thoy blossom forth nto
thitd class magistrates, and lnler on, as oconsions ariso,
atitain the position of seoond and firsh class magisirates,
Their employment as magistrates cannot bo deprecat-
'ad too strongly. They ave both by iraining and eduo-
ation ill qualified for magisterial work, 'We constantly
hear complaints of such clerks displaying o fondness
for tips., In the cowse of time, this failing bocomesso
very much 1ng1a1nec1 into their naburo that one may bo
pardoned for feeling scﬁptmnl ns Lo the capacity of
many of them, if not of all, io completely got over the
failing f“vheu appeinted magistrales and exposed to
much grﬂﬂ.tel temptation, Moroover, having Deen
nmtured in the murky atmosphere of cringing and
flatlery during their long clerkship, without acccpbinﬁ"
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or oxpecting any gratification, they are lighle to sue.
cumb to the eajolory and importunitics of lriends and
castg-people, sume of whom, by this means, sceure theijy

private cndy,

It is common knowledge that tho pay of tho second
and third class magistrates iy genernlly too poor to
onablo them to withstond templntion, Somic of the
former do nnt?gab moro than Rs. 80 per wmonth, and
tho latter draw salaries much smallor than that, T s
most dangerous, livespoetive of the class from whigh
the magisirates aro seleeted, to invest so very poorly
poid men with considerable power over the liborty of
the King'’s subjects, Under the Criminal Procedure
Codo magistiates of the scoond clasgs nie ompowered to
award imprisonment for a term of six months and g
fine of Rs. 200 in addition to whipping if gpocinlly em-
powered for that purpose ; those of the third class
have their powers limited to one montl's impmi-
sonment and o fine of Ita, 60,

With regard to the odueation »f these magisiratles I
may soy thal it is of & very inferior order. T4 18 true
that they nlways pass the lower aud n very many cases
the higher grado cxaminations, Still, 1 aulmit {hai,
as magistraley the majority of them are a failure, what.-
ever they may be a3 revenue officors. Their gencral
culbure is of o imited character, and, although they
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show some familiavity with tho various seotions of the
Penal and Criminal Procedure Codos, they do not know
sufficiently how and whero to apply thom. Thoir
knowledge of the law of evidenoe is very superficial,
and they fail to diseriminate betweon relevanl and
jrrelevant, and primary and sccondary, ovidonce. Thoy
very often misuse tho extensive power given o thom
under section 165 of tho Rvidence Act and thoreby
frustrato the purpdse for which the same was cnacted,
They are often found to be completely al sen evon when
the most elementary queslions of the differont branches
of law incidentally crop up in the cases before thom,
their knowledge of the law being limited to a supor-
ficial acquaintance with its eriminal branch only. [t
is, I think, essential for the efficienl adminisiration of
justice that magistrates should possess oidinary know-
ledge of the various hianches of the law, and should
have praciised at the Bar helore their clovation fo tho
Bench, Governmoni befoie appointing sub-judges
should insish npon thege conditions boing fulflled, and
I fuil to see why they do nob do so in the caso ofmagis-
trates, whose powers diveotly aflect the libertics of the
subjects, = Yours, &q.

A TLAWYRR,
Heb, 4,
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Noti~The only Indian who held in 1908 o post in tho
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Civil Service, and is no longoer in the Postal Depurimont,
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