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SPEECHES BY
LORD HARDINGE OF PENSHURST

I—SPEECHES MADE IN ENGLAND.

1910.
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BANQUET BY THE COUNTY OF KENT.

%[tord Hardinge of Penshurst was entertained to a banguet by the 20th Oat,
County of Kent on the night of the 20th October on his appointment 1910,
a8 Governor-Ceneral and Viceroy of India. Tho chair was occupied
by Lord Camden, Lord Lieulenant of Kent, and among those present
wera, in addition to the guest of the evening, Lord Cromer, Liord G.
Hamiltgn, Lord Darnley, Lord Hardinge, Lord CGogchen, Sir W,
Hart Dyke, Lord Weardale, the Dean of Canlerbury, the Dean of
Rochester, Major-Gencral , Bir R. Talbot, Lord Stanhope, Lord
Falmouth, Lord Harrig, Lord Northbourne, Lord II, Nevill,
Colonel F. 8. W. Cornwallis, Admiral Rice, Lord Errington,
Lord Cranley, Sir Eric Barrington, Sir W. I, Garstin, SBir W.
Allchin, Mr. L. Hardy, M.P.,, Mr. N. Craig, M.P., Mr. Foote-
Mitchell, M.P., Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.E., Mr. G. Wheler, M.P.,
Major-General 8ir W, Leigh Pemberton, K.C.B,, Brigadier-General
the Hon. ., Montagu Stuart Wortley, Mr, 8. Forde Ridley, M.P.,
General Sir T. H. Gordon, 8ir W. Barrington, Sir C. Cartwrighs,
Sir A, Wollaston, Captain Spender Clay, M.P., Mr, J, Astor, Mr.
R. Hardinge, Mr. Rose Innes, M.P., Colonel Warde, M.P., Bir
Mgreps Bamuel, Sir R. West, Sir Fortespue Flannery, gir J. Furley,
fir H, Lennard, Colonel ‘Sir T, R. Dunlop-8mith, 8ir G. B8,

B
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Banguet by the Counity of Kent.

Mackenzie, Mr. R. Norfon (High Sheriff), Sir T. Jackson, Sir F. Lely,
S1r 8. Tidgerley, and the Mayors of Bromley, Rochester, Faversham,
Majidstone, Margate, Ramsgate, and Gillingham, and the Deputy
Mayor of Tunbridge Wells.

Letters of regiet at inability to aftend were read from the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Liord Cianbrook, Lord Dartmouth, and
Lowd Milner, who expressed appreciation of Lord Hardinge's publie
services in the past and confidence in his achieving greater distine-
lion in the high office which he was now called upon to £ill.

In proposing the loyal toasts the Chairigan expresged the sym.
pathy of the gathering with Her Majesty the Queen in the illness of
Piince Fioncs of Teck, and the espression of a hope that the mnvalid
would have a speedy 1ecovery.

Lord Hanig, in proposing ** Our Guesh,”” commented on the fach
that this was a notable and unigue gathering. They congratulated
their guest on the great distinction that he had won, and as Kentish
mon they felt pride that one of her sons had been thus pieferred.
They were all satisfied that the new Viceroy would fill his high post
with digniby and that his conduct i India would be as straight as
his batting in the cricket field had been. (Laughter and cheers.)
Lord Hardinge was the fizet Kentish Viceroy of India, and he thought
thot India was fortunale in obtaining the services of one possessing
such wide experience in internastional affairs and of the systems of
government, Oiiental as well as Western, to fill the honourable and
onerous post of Governor-General of India, (Cheers.) The task of
this couniry wag to haimonize the divigions in India, and he agked
for sympathy towards the great magses of rural India far removed
from the reach of scientific medical aid. Lord Hardinge would be
dependent for long on the little band of British officials, but on his
sourage and devotion depended the orderliness of India in its pro. |
grogsive development. (Ohe g78.)

An address, contained in an album with 1,500 signatures, in.
cluding the Axchbishop of Canterbury down fo the humblest
parishioner and member of the County Cricket Eleven, was as fol-
lows

My Lord,—We the undersigned men of Kent and Kentish men ¢
gladly accopt the opportunity you have given us of offering to Your.
Lordship our hesrty congratulations on your appointment #o the
High and Regponsible D ice of Governor-General and Vieceroy of

India.
The great experience that Your Lordship has acqmra&l in »your,«

distinguished career in the service of the State should be A1 BSEUL.

i
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ance to our fellow-subjects of Brifish India that you will approach
the duties which you are about o undertake with a wide knowledge
of Imperial affairg and a calm and statesmanlike impartiality ; whilst
f1om paaplea who still entertain a respect for herediky, the family
connection with India, which you can proudly claim, by reason of
the Gwemorn(}eneralship of your distinguished ancestor, Viscount
Hardinge, will certainly ensure you a kindly weleome.

We pray that under God's providencs, Your Lordship may be
spared for the full term of your office, that it may bring to the many

millions who will be pléded under your charge, the blessings of pesce,
internal and external prosperity, and contentment : that the domestio

life 8f Liady Hardinge, Your Lordship and yow family may he free
from all anxieby; and that you may return happy in the conseious.
negs that you have done good service to your King and country, as

well as to that particular part of His Majesty’s Empire of which you
will have been the Warden. Of this Your Lordship may be assured

that the loyal County of Kent will remain true to you in its confi-
dence that you will be actuated by an earnest desire to do the right;

and will look forward to welcoming you on your refurn and to con-
gratulating both Your Lordship and ilself that one of its sons has

doserved well of the mpire. (Cheers.)
Liord Hardinge of Penshurst, who was aordially received, said : —]

p

My Lords and Gentlemen,~—It is difficult for me to
find words adequately io express to you my heartfelt
gratitude for the great honour thal you have paid me in
inviting me to be present this evening at this most dig-
tinguished and representative gathering of the County of
Kent. I am also very appreciative of the very friendly and
flattering references that have been made to my humble
services in the past. I cannot help feeling, however,
that Lord Harris has been too generous in the bestowal
of his praise, since I can only lay claim to having
always tried, like the rest of us here, to ‘ play the game,’
whether in the cricket field or in the wider field of the
publm service. (Cheers.) T am most profoundly touched
%yn the very exceptional compliment that has been
Pﬁad fo me in the address that I have received, which,

with itg ‘erformous array of names, has ass‘umed such a
B2
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Banquet by the County of Kent.

charming form as that of an album containing views of
our beloved county, a picture of our victorious Cricket
Bleven, and reproductions of other interesting objects
conhected Wwith Kent. My attention has been drawn to
the fact that among the long list of signatures is that
of o lady of Burstead, who is over 101 years of age, and
who has signed her name with her own hand. Although
I have mot the honour of the lady’s acquaintance, T
should like to express to her on behalf of us all our
congratulations and hope that she may still have many
years of health and happiness before her. (Cheers.)

I thank you all most cordially, as wéll as all those
who have signed the address and who unfortunately are
unable to be here to-night, for the congratplations con-
tained in it and for the good wishes expressed on behalf
of Lady Hardinge and myself. T can only assure you,
that this charming album will' always be regarded by me
and my family as a unique and priceless treasure, and
that when lying on my table at Calcutta or Simla 1t will
serve as a perpetual encouragement to me to prove my-
self worthy of my county in the fulfilment of my duties,
with the certain knowledge that in so doing I shall have
the full sympathy and support of you all. (Cheers.) It
has always been to me a source of regret that, owing
to'my duties abroad in the Diplomatic Service, I have
seen during the last 30 years so little of my county and
of my friedds in the county, but, although in the course
of my wanderings I have had many temporary homes in
distant lands, I have never felt that any one of them
could compete in my love and affection for the home of
my childhood and youth, with 1ts wooded slopes and
smiling hop gardens and orchards that are so familiar to
all of us Kenlish men and men of Kent. (Cheers.) My
thoughts have, however, always been with you, and
among many other notable and recent events connected
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with our county I have watched with the ulmost pride
and pleasure the triumphant progress of our crickel team
from one championship to another, and in %these days
when people talk of the decadence of our race I have
hugged to myself the conviction that, wherever else
decadence may be found, it is nol io be found in the
County of Kent, and that the sons of Kent are still
worthy, as they ever have been, of the proud motto of

their county—*‘ Invicta.”” (Cheers.)

Now that I am about to take up the great task that
has been confided to me in our Indian Empire, it is a
areat satisfaction 1o realize how the tradilidns of my
family and the surroundings of my childhood have all -
these years Been quielly prépamng me for my new duties,
and have inspired me with a sympathy and interest in
‘India and all that is conpected with India that other-
wise might have been lukewarm. Surrounded as I have
been during my youth by Indian works of art brought
home by my grandfather and by my father, by books on
India, and by piclures containing views of India and the
ordinary eplsodes of Indian life, I cannol help feeling
that much thal I shall see for the firgl lime when T reach
India will be familiar {0 me, at least in imagination, and
that the dazzling snow-tops of the Himalayas and the
glowing sunsets on the Ganges will not be entirely
strange or mew. (Hear, hear.) It has been snid, and
with perhaps some truth, that it is unfortunate that I
have had no previous experience in India, I confess
that I myself would like to feel that I had greater know-
ledge of the internal affairs of India than I now possess;
but, on the other hand, it may be urged with equal and~
perhaps even greater force that I go to India with a mind.
absolutely free from bias or prejudice that might other-
wise have Influenced me in considering and dealing with
the vast and intricate social and political problems that
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must necessarily confront me from the very day that I
get oot for the first time on Indian soil. (Cheers.)
Again, although I have still to look forward to acquiring
" a thorough knowledge of the internal situation in India,
I think I may say truthfully and without exaggeration
that during the last 15 years of my work in the Diplomatic
Service and Toreign Office few people have heen so
favoured as I have been in being brought into close con-
tact with the weightiest issues upon which the external
relations of India with her coterminous mneighbours
depend and whiclr affect not merely the external policy
of India alone, but the policy of Imperial unity as a
whole.

It was in 1896 that I was sent by Lord Salisbury
to Persia, and it was there that I fully realized for the
first t1w#the senseless rivalry that actuated British and
Russian foreign policy in Persia and Central Asia, by
which not only were the political and material interests
of two Great Powers, and also of India, "idversely
affected, bul,the commercial and political developments
of the countries which formed ihe object of this rivalry
were at the same time seriously impeded. It was after
18 months spent fn Teheran that I was moved on to St.
Petershtirg, and it did not take long for me to acquire
there the absollte conviction that the intrigues and
counter-intrigues of British and Russian agents in Persia
and Central Asia constituted in reality a serious menace
to European peace, and at the same time entailed on
Indian revenues heavy military expenditure in defensive
and precautionary measures., Although this is happily
now past history, which I truly believe will never repeat
itself, I think I may say without a hreach of confidence
that during the closing years of last century and the
opening years of the present, although our relations with
Russia were what in diplomatie language is called correct,
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they could only by a stretch of ihe imaginailion have
been described as friendly. The Russian menace was
always before us, and the possibilily of a Russian in-
vagion of India the perpetual bugbear of our mililary
authorities both in Pall Mall and Calcutla. I have grave
doubts as to whether such projeefs were ever seriously
contemplated in those days by the Russian (tovernment,
but the mere mention of them was quile sufficient io
work up the people and Press of both countries to fever
heat in angry polemics and active opposition to each
other in Asia. (Cheers.) It hould not be forgotten that
the long succession of Afghim wars, and lastly, the ex-
pedition to Lhassa, with the immense and useless ex-
penditure of life and treagure that they entailed, were
largely due to antagonism to Russia and to the fear of
Russian aggression. It was, if I may ventyye .without
presumption to say so, a masterstroke ol policy on the
part of Liord Lansdowne, when Secrelary of State for
Foreigr™Affairs, to have first initiated negotiations with
the Russian Government to put an end 1o this situation
of veiled hostility fraught with danger to ‘Great Britain
and Russia and to the Indian Empire. Unfortunately,
Lord Lansdowne’s efforts bore no immediate fruil, owing
to the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War during the
course of which the negoliations remarned necessarily in
abeyance. The postponement was happily only tem-
porary, for almost immediafely afier the conclusion of
the war and the accession of the present Government io
office Sir B, Grey, my late chief, for whom I enterlain
feelings of the greatest respect and affection (cheers), at
once reopened negotiations with the Russian Govern-
ment,” and within 18 months broughi them to a datis-
faclory conclusion. (Cheers.) The Convention that was
then concluded hag already withstood the test of trial,
and has substituted relations of friendship and confidence
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where hoslility and distrust had hitherto prevailed. It
has been observed by both parties to it with the ulmost
loyalty, and has happily resulted in the mutual co-
operation of the two Powers for the maintenance of peace
in Asia. The advantage to India of this peaceful
development is incalculable, since the Russian menace
has been dispelled and the bogey of a Russian invasion
has been laid, thus giving greater opportunity and
freedom to those entrusted with administration in India
to consider many social problems affecting the welfare and
development of the Indian people. (Cheers.) It is only
right that I should here add that this successful issue
wag largely promoted by the beneficent influence of our
great and deeply-regretted Sovereign King Edward VII
(cheers), and by the Emperor of Russia, who, to my
personal knowledge, has always been a strong advocale
of fwiendly and peaceful relations befween his country
and dur own.

I ha,ve?referred to this matter at some length, not
only to point out the inestimable value to India of the
Convention concluded with Russia three years ago,
‘which, I think, hgs never been fully appreciated in
India, but ib givé at the same time one example oul of
many of how closely diplomacy is connected with all of

the numerous questions affecting the external relations
of the Indian Empire. (Cheers.)

w

. Asg for internal conditions in India, I can, as I have
already said, only lay claim to a superficial knowledge of
them ; but there are certain obvious principles which it
must be the duly of every ‘respomsible administrator to
follow. Mr. Monlagu, the Under-Secretary of State for
India, in his very able speech on the Indian Budget,
wound up by quoting an extract of a letter from the
great Sir R. Peel 10 my grandfather on his appointment
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to the post of Governor-General of India, and in his
concluding remarks proffered advice o me in ithe same
sense. ¥ou will, I am sure, pardon me 1f I repeat this
short and interesting quotation:—°‘ If,”” wrole Sir I.
Peel, ‘“you can keep®peace, reduce expenses, exlend
commerce, and strengthen our hold on India by con-
fidence in our justice and kindness and wisdom, you will
be received here on your return with acclamations a
thousand times louder and a welcome infinitely more
cordial than if you had a dozen victories to boast of.”’
(Cheers.) These were wise words and as irue and ap-
plicable now as they were when writlen more than 60
years ago. I have laid them to heart, but had Sir Robert
lived now during this period of transition in India when
some of the old landmarks are being removed to give a
wider scope 1o the intelligence and intellectual ability of
our Indian fellow-subjects, he would, I think, have given
some additional advice, possibly on the following lines«-
that the new Viceroy should watch over with the utmost
care and vigilance and do his utmost to condolidate tho
beneficent and far-reaching scheme of reforms introduced
by Lord Morley and Lord Minto (cheers) for associating
the peoplé of India more closely with the management of
their own affairs. Ile might also have added that-the

Viceroy should strain everv msrve 1o conciliate all races)
Mm and Gentlemen, it will be
my humble duly honeslly to endeavour to follow the
precepts so clearly laid down by Sir R. Peel and those
that T have had the temerity 1o suggest as likely addi-
tions had that eminent statesman lived in our day, and
m. pursuing this course <I ghall be fortified by the pro-
found sympathy and regard that I eniertain and have
always entertained for' our Indian fellow-subjects and
by, my earnest desire to contribute at least something to
their material welfare and development. (Cheers.)
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Lord Minto’s administration will always be memor-
able as a landmark in the era of reform, and he will
bequeath to me a new 7égime already in force though
still young in development. It will be my task to foster
this young plant with tender care, and at the same lime
to see that the word government is synonymous with
peace, order, and security. (Cheers.) To achieve these
*objects I shall rely upon the helpful co-operation of all
classes in India, but especially on the Legislative Counecils
and that great and distinguished body the Civil Service
of India, and I am convinced that that co-operation will
;)e freely and loyally given. There is no one who realizes
more clearly than I do the difficulfies of the task before
me and the heavy burden of responsibility that I must
assume, nor is there anybody more conscious of his own
limitations than I am ; but, confident in the sympathy and
support that I expect and have the right to expect from
.all clagses and all parties whether in Great Britain or in
India, I {rust that at the conclusion of my term of five
years of office we may be able to look back upon a period
of peace, contentment, and material progrgss, and that,
following the example of our victorious cricket elevén, it
may be the verdict of our county ithat 1 hav@*kept my
wickot up and have carried out my hat to the honour
and credit of the distinguished county of which I have,
the good fortune and happiness to be one of its most
hutmble sons. (Laughter and cheers.) 1 thank you
again most cordially and from the bottom of my* heart
for the great and exceptional honour that youshave paid

me this day. (Cheers.)

[Lord G. Hamilton (Mayor $f Deal) proposed ‘‘ Our Gounty,”
which wag responded to by Sir W. Hart Dyke, and the Deah of
Canterbury proposed the health of the Chairman, which was briefly

acknowledged. The proceedings then closed. ]
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DINNER BY THE HARROW ASSOCIATION.

[There was & large gathering at the Savay Hotel on 24th October 24th Oct.
at a dinner given by the Harrow Association to Lord Hardinge of 1910,
Penshurst on his appointment as Vicercy of India. The Mastor of
Trinity presided, and among those present were Lord Crewe, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord George Hamilton, Lord Claud
Hamilton, M.P., Mr. Justice Channell, Mr. Justice Ridloy, the

Headmaster of Ha,rrow, Lord Stmdbrolm, Tiord Ronaldshay, M.P.,
Lord Knutsford, Sir John Kennawsay, Lord DLichfield, Viscount

Hardinge, Lord Lilford, Lord Desborough, Sir 1. F. Buxton,
Lieutenant-Gteneral Sir W. H, Mackinnon, General Sir Richard
Harrison, Lisutenant-General Siv L, J. Oliphant, Liculenant-General
Sir H. L. Smith-Dorrien, and Major-Gencral A. E. Codrington.

Following the toast of ** John Liyon, our Founder,” which was
drunk in silence, the Archbishop of Conterbury proposed the toasth
of “ QOur School.”” IHe said that the Home Secretary was s Harro-
vian, they had a Harrowvian presiding over the Colonial Offico, and
they thought hopefully of the two great Dominions of Canada and
India, presided over respectively by Lord Grey and Lord Hardinge.
That proved how England placed confidence in Harrovians. (Cheers.)

The Headmaster of Harrow responded.

The toast of ** Our Guest ’’ wag proposed by the Chairman and
the Iiarl of Crewe. The latter said that he had heard no advorso
eriticism of Lord Hardinge's appointment. I thore wore any ho
could coheeivd & taking this form—that Lord Hardinge's oxperioneo
had been purely diplomatic and not administrativo. Thoy who
know him’were convinced that he possessod in the fullest messure
the qualities that went to malke a great administrator. The causes
of the unrest in India were numerous, complex, and obscure.
* Something to relieve it had, he hoped, been done during the adminis-
tration now closed, but il was not possible that legislstive enact-
rments, however ably conceived and loyally administered, could in
8 moment assuage deep-sested unrest of that kind.

Liord Hﬁrdmge of Penshurst, ‘who was r8ceivod with cheors,
Eald ]

My Lords and Gentlemen,~1 thank you all most
warmly for the very kind and cordial manner dn which
yQu have received the toagl of my health, and I am very
gnateful for the all too flattering terms in which reference
has been magde to me and my humble services by the
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Master of Trinity and the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. I{ is a source of real gratification to me that
we have in the chair on this occasiont our friend Dr.
Butler, my former Headmaster, whose family has brought
so much honour and distinction 1o Harrow, and that
my health should have been proposed by Lord Crewe,
a school antd college friend and a prominent member of
the Government under whom I have served during the
past five years. It is to me a combination full of haﬁ%py
reminiscences and of hopeful encouragement for the
future. (Cheers.) After listening to the eloquent speeghes
that we have heard this evening I trust that my friends
agsembled here to-night will be indulgent in their criti-
cisms of my rhetorical efforts. During the 30 years that
I have spent in diplomacy I have endeavoured lo act
up to the best traditions of the Service, and to hold my
longue, which 1s one of the first maxims 1mpressed upon
the young men who enter the portals of the Foreign
Office for the first time, and which 1s sometimes not qurte
so easy fo follow as it smungs. I% any case, however in-

discreet I may have been in private comversatign with my

generous hospitality of my friends at this juncture, I
think that I might still have succeeded in evading “any
obligations in this respect until I leave these shores. I
fully realize, however, that from the moment that I
reach the shores of India®it will frequently be my duty
to break forth in speech, a prospect that 1s a little alarm-
ing to a person of a would-be metiring disposition, who
has always had a feeling of intense compassion”for Secre-
taries of Statc and Parliamentaly Under-Secretaries, who
from their places in Parliament have t6 explain and
sometimes to condone the gctions and shortcomings of
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their permanen{ and subordinate officials like myself.
There are, however, so many new experiences, new
duties, and new , responsibilities that will greet me in
India that I sometimes feel almost tHazed at the prospect,
and begin to think that after all speech-making may
prove to be only a lesser evil.

Among the many compliments that I haye received
upon my appointment as Viceroy of India, and upon
my*approaching departure from these shores, there are
none that I have valued more highly than the Godspeed
given to me by my county a few nights ago and this fore-
gathering here to-night of my Harrow schoolfellows and
friends. It seems to me that the one 1s the complement
of the other, for although to one’s native county and
home must be attributed the first impressions of child-
hood and youth, it is to sehool and college life thai one
owes those more lasting impressions of duly and fearless
responsibility that are so helpful, I may almost say
necessary, to the fulfilent of the dutiessof public life.
(Cheggs.) ,

During the last few weeksmmy thoughts have naturally
turned to"India and to some matters relating lo India
Jvhich have their connexiondn England itself. Amongst
these I have thought a good deal of 1he position of Indian
students in thiy country, and a short time ago I had an
interesting conversation with an Indian gentleman of
great ability who has made 1t his business to be in touch
with some of the large number of Indian students who
are working in our Universjties, hospitals, and law
schopls; and the account he gave me was not very

# ' . ‘ R .
encouraging, and provided me with food for serious re+
floction, Most of these young students are young men
of good family in India, often sent at considerahle
sacrifice by their par attts, who are some of the most loyal
of ofir fellow-subjects in India, in order that their sons

&




s

14 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst.

Stk o Py NP T - S —

Dinner by the Harrow Associalion,

may obtain a good education in England and associate
with English gentlemen of good repute and of social
position. Unfortunately, whether the fault be with the
English or the Indian students, or with their masters
and leachers, I hear that they mix rarely together in our
Universities and law schools, and that the Indian
students are exposed to evil influences and temptations
that can only be resisted successfully by a strong moral
sense of right and duty. I have heard of regrettable
instances of attempls at seditions and disloyal propa-
ganda amongst the students, but I trust that the poison
has not sunk deep. It should, I think, be the duty of
every one to do all in their power to assist and protect
the Indian siudents from all pernicious influences,
whether at the Universities or elsewhere, and at the
same time to make their lives happy in this country while
in pursuit of their studies. (Cheers.) It should be
always remembered that these young men when they
return to India, whatever their sentiments may be, will
be the flower of the educated minority in thai country,
and will be in a position by their ability and learning to
exercise influence on. many, whether for right or wrong.
I only wish that a leaf could be taken from the
practice at Harrow School, where only two months ago I
witnessed an incident which I am told is an every-day
occurrence. I am so fortunate as to have a boy at
Harrow, and I went there to see him and to watch a
cricket mateh. As is expected of parents on such occa-
sions, I took my son to have a large and heavy tea at
the Harrow tea-shop, where I saw numerous other boys,
in groups of two and three, sitting at small tables and
enjoying themselves. Presently I noticed an Indian
boy enter with two other boys and, sitting down together
at o small table, order tea for themselves. I could not
help noticing the friendly camaraderie that existed
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between the three boys, who were evidently on the best
of terms together. I asked my son whether 1ndian boys
were at any disadvantage at Harrow in comparison with
other boys, and he assured me that not the slightest
difference is made, and that Indian boys are ireated by
other boys as being on a footing of perfect equalily with
them. This i1s as it should be, and were 1t so elsewhere T
cannot help feeling that the life of an Indian student in
England might be made happier than il now is. T know
that Tord Morley has made efforts during the last few
years to improve the position of the Indian students, but
there is still much that might be done, which must
necessarily be left to private initiative and to the good
feeling of their English fellow-students. T have ventured
to refer to this question to-night as I regard it as one
of Imperial concern to the future of our Empire, and 1
believe that a little kindness shown to these young men
would repay itself a thousandfold by {the spread in India
of a warmer spirit of loyalty and devotion to the Empire.
(Cheers.)

I have already referred to the impressions of duly and
responsibility that arve acquired during school and
college life, of which the value cannot be wunduly
exaggerated. 1 think it will not be disputed when I
say that it is upon the highest-conception by the British
nation of their duly and respohsibility towards India
that the whole structure of British administration in
India has been founded ever since the affairs of the Fast
India Company were taken over by the British Govern-
ment. We have in the past and preseni endeavoured to
govern India for the benefit of India and our Indian
fellow-subjects, and we are doing a work in Asia such ag
has never been attemapted by any other nation. (Cheers.)
We have recognized our duty and responsibility towards

India by our efforts to promote the progress and 1o improve
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the material condition of the people, while malntaining
the Pas Britanmca, without undue interference with
their religions and prejudices. Il can never be said of
the British Gtovernment, as was said by Canning of the
Duteh, that they were fond of giving too little and asking
too much. We have given India of our best, and all
that we ask for in return is loyally and progress.
(Cheers.) T see no reason to doubt the loyalty of the
great masses in India, and there can be no question what-
ever as to the progressive development of the Indian
people. The recent reforms introduced by Lord Morley
are conclusive proof of intellectual progress in India, and »
should have a pacifying and conciliatory effect.

One hears and reads in the Press a good deal on #he
subject of unrest in India. Although there have been
dastardly crimes during the last two or three years that
seem so entirely foreign to the nature and natural tem-
perament of our Indian fellow-subjects, it is difficult to
imagine that such wicked erimes, of which the origin is
still somewhat obscure, could be more than the benighted
action of a misguided few, for the recent and spontanecus
outburst of loyalty and devotion to the Crown on the
death of our great and deeply-regretted King was strik-
ing evidence of the intense loyalty of the vast majority
of the Indian people. (Cheers.) I may be wrong, but T
am full of hope that the unrest in India will disappear
under the influence of sympathy and kindness combined
with firmness, and that it will give place to a period of
calm and of prosperous commercial and agricultural
expansion. (Cheers.)

Tn & few days’ time I shall be leaving these shores
#for a nominal term of five years in India. I imagine
“thaj the pmmd of the hardest work of my life is before

me. Whether it be possible du:rmg such. a period for
a man to make any permanent impression may be a
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question open to discussion, but I cannot help thinking
that a limitation of the term of office of Viceroy was a
wise provision, for there must also be a limit to the
powers of endurance of the continual strain thati is in-
evitable and inherent {0 the office. I hope that 1l is not
unnatural that I should feel some diffidence as to my
ability to fulfil adequately the duties and responsibilities
that have been confided to me and to grapple with the
stupendous problems that will confront me at every turn,
but I think that I can have no higher ideal than to
endeavour to follow in the footsteps of my distin-~
guished Harrovian predecessors, amongst whom occur the
illustrious names of Ilastings, Wellesley, and Dalhousie.,
(Cheers.) It would be presumpluous on my part to
imagine for an instant that I could ever aspire to dis--
tinction such ag theirs, but, although I cannot hope to
add anything to the lustre of our Alma Mater, it will be
my honest endeavour to do nothing to detract from it,
and always to be true to the honour of Harrow, our
great and dearly cherished school, with the cortain know- .
ledge that I can absolutely rely on the sympathy and
confidence of my Harrow school-fellows and frionds.
(Cheers.) My Lords and Gentlemen, I thank you again
most warmly for your great kindness and encouragement
on what will ever be to me a memorable evening, (Loud

cheers.)
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1910.

BOMBAY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.

[Their Excellencies Liord and Lady Hardinge accompanicd by 18th Nov,

the Hon'ble Diamond Hardinge, Mr., J. H. DuBoulay, C.IE., 1810
Private Secretary, and the rest of the steff arrived in Bombay
Harbour on tho morning of the 18th November in the P, & O.
8.8, *f Persia."’

The occasion wag a momorable one. Immense crowds hurried
out to welcome the new Viceroy. Their Iixcelloncios landed at
8 A.M. under a Royal Salute of 81 guns fired by EL.M.S. * Hyacinth.”
Immediately on stepping oub of the launch Lord and Lady Hardinge
were met by the Governor of Bombay and Lady Clarke who aon-
ducted them to a beautifully erected Shamiana,

A brilliant gathering of officers of the Public Services and Indian
Notabilities and Foreign Consuls was in attendanco. The Vieeroy-
elect was introduced to all officialy, mililary and neval officers,
present, ag also members of Couneil, Chamber of Commeree, snd
Municipal Councillors. The guard.of-honour was next inspected,
when Lord Hardinge wag conductod to a specially crected dais,
where the Municipal address was proseniod and which was as

Tollows :—-
May it please Your Lordship,—Wo, the Pregident and Members

of the Municipal Corporation of the Cily of Bombay, are gratified
0R
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that at the moment of Your Lordship’s arrival upon Indian shores,
we are granted the opportunity of offoring to Your Lordship this
address of welecoms and respectful greeting. The natural pleasure
which the City of Bombay feels in welcoming a new Vieeroy is
anhgneed in this instance by the fact that Your Lordship, like the
experienced nobleman from whose hands you are receiving the
charge of {his great continent, has a hereditary connection with
[ndia which is augury both of a natural aptitude for statesmanship
and of a personal sympathy with its peoples. Nearly seventy years
have passed since Your Lordship’s ancesfor, Sir Henry Hardinge,
penned his famous letter to the greatest of English Queens, declaring
that in order to reward native falent and render it practically useful
to the State he had evolved a scheme whereby the most meritorious
students would be appointed to fill the public offices which fell
vacant throughout Bengal; and bub three years later, after a severe
struggle with the Sikh power, he was able to report that peace had
been finally estoblished beyond the North-West Frontier and
throughout India. The peerage which Her Majesty Queen Vicloria
conferred upon Your Lordship’s ancestor in 1846 was a well-
deserved reward for the skill and courage with which he effected
internal peace and strove to set the people of India upon the path
of advancement.

+ At this juncture when India is passing through an cpoch of
immense change, socinl, political ond economical, and when much
hag to be effected towards composing differences of opinion, recon-
ciling discordant elements and consolidsting the universal senti-
ment ol loyalty to the Crown, we rejoice 1o think that India will
have at the helm of affairs a statesman whose instinet for governing,
inherited {rom his great ancestor, has been firmly established by
active work and manifold experionce in the ficld of international
diplomacy. The prospect of war within the boundaries of India no
longer darkens the horvizon, and the victories which it rests with
Your Lordship to achieve are those of peace. But in recalling the
statesmanlike actions of Sir Henry Hardings and the record of Tour
Lordship’s public life we feel convinced that the vietories under
arms of your ancestor’s régime will find their complement in the
constitutional achievoments of Your Lordships’s administration, to
the permanent benefit of India and the honour of the family to
which Your Lordship belongs{

We hegitate o trouble Your Lordship ab this moment with any
Jengthy disquisition upon the needs of this City. But we cannot,
forbear o bring to Your Lordship’s notice the maonifold signs of
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urban advancement and expansion, which are the direct outecome
of the legislative creation of a City Improvement Trust, and to
express & hope that the Government of India will place the I.ocal
Government in a position to render greater financial assisbance to
that body. Otherwise it may be difficult to carry to completion the
comprehensive and most salubary schemes of improvement which
1t is pledged to introduce. The duration of Municipal Loans for
works of public utility is another subject upon which we respect-
fully consider that the Government of India might follow o more
liberal poliey, and particularly so at this juncture when important
drainage-schemes and water-works, which will necesgitate the float-
ing of large loans, are under consideration. Apart from these two
points which we submib for Your Lordship’s sympathetic considera-
tion, we can only oxpress a hope that the advance which this great
City in common with the rest of India has made during tho last few
years will continue under Your Liordship’s administration and that
the progress of Bombay will hercafter be adjudged by the verdiet
of posterity one of the salient features of Your Lordship’s ienure of
office,

In conclusion we desiro to offer a most cordial welcomo to Lady
Hardinge, and to give cxpression to our belief that she, like the
wives of former Viceroys, will find an abiding place in tho aflections
of the women of Tndia.

Lord Hardinge replied as follows :—]

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the MMunicipal Cor-
poration of Bombay,—I thank you very warmly for the
address that you have presenled, and for the kindly wel-
come you have extended to me on setiing foot for the
first time upon the shores of India.

I am grateful for the appreciative rcferences made to
my grandfather’s services in India, and in assuming the
burden and responsibilities of the greal office that has
been confided to me, I take courage from his example.
Much as he desired peace, it was his fale and misfortune
to be involved i1n an internal war, but he nevertheless
succeeded during the course of his adminisiralion in
contribuling to the material advancement of the people
of India.
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Times have changed since the appointment of an
Indian student to be a Deputy Magisirate was regarded
a8 a remarkable concession and inpovation, but the
present and the Iuture are rife with problems of a more
complex and more difficult character than {hose of the
past. It shall be my aim to face them with courage and
sympathy, and to maintain the policy initiated by Lord
Minto who has so calmly and steadily met the difficult-
1eg of the past five years, and is so soon to bid you good-
bye.

With the City of Bombay I have an older and even
closer link than through my grandfather, for I am told
that in the Cathedral of your City, lthere 18 a monument
which according to the inseription it bears was ‘‘ erected
by the public spirit of Bombay to consecrate the memory
of Captain George Nicholas Hardinge of the Royal
Navy,”” who fell for British India in the moment of
victory after a three days’ combat, and the capture off
the coast of Ceylon, of a large French IFrigate, which
had been the terror of the Indian Seas. This was my
great-uncle, and the Naval engagement took place 102
years ago.

Mr. President and Gentlemen, you will not expect me
to make any pronouncement at the present moment upon
the two questions of great though local importance,
upon which you have touched in your address. It is
not unlikely that they may come before me in the future,
in whick case you may rest assured that your views, and
your wishes will receive my earnest and careful consider-
ation. T share your hope that your great and beautiful
City may continue to advance in the path of progress and
progperity, and lhere is every reason to be hopeful for
the future when we look back upon the past. Two and-
a-half centuries ago, Bombay was described by one
writer as only ‘o poor little Island,” but even 1n those
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times one of the greatest of your Governors, who must
have been imbued with a prophetic instinet, spoke of 1t
as ‘““a Cily which by God’s assislance 1s intended to be
built,”’ and you have now another Governor like him (o
whom you can confidently turn for help and guidance in
all matters affecting the prosperity and progressive
development of Bombay the Beautiful.

On behalf of Lady Hardinge I thank you for your
words of cordial welcome, and I can confidently assure
you that it will be a source of happiness to her to de
what she can in her own proper sphere o coniribute to
the welfare and needs of the women of India.

In expressing to you once more my warm apprecia-
lion of your address, allow me to thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent and Gentlemen, for the beautiful casket in which

1t is enclosed.

[Shortly after Their Excellencies accompanied by Sir Georgo and
Lady Clarke drove to Government House in State, the glreets being
thronged with spectators who cheered Lord Hardingo heartily. ]

ADDRESS FROM THE BOMBAY CIAMBER OF COMMERCE.

|On the morning of the 18th November the Bombay Chambor 18th Nov.
of Commorce presented an address of weleome to Lord Hardinge. 1910

The Hon'ble Mr, Montoath, Chairman of the Corporation, headed
the deputation and read the address which was as follows :—

May it please Your Izcellenoy,~On your firgt arrival in India,
at this, the Westorn Capilal, we, the members of the Bombay »
Chamber of Commerce, desire to offer you a most cordial welecome
fo the country, and at the same time beg to tender our sincere
congratulations on your appointment as Vigeroy and Governor-
Greneral of India by His Most Gracious Majesty our King-Emperor,

Youvr many and distinguished services indpire us with confidence

in looking [orward to your administrative rule in India, as we fes!
sure that your experience and wide knowlodge of the world will
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enable you to deal successfully with the numerous and varied
problems of thig great Empire.

Of the natural beauties of the Port of Bombay we leave Your
Excellency to judge from your firsat impressions on entering our
Harbour. Bul, as representing Commerce, we would desire to
impress upon you ihe significance of such a port, and the vast in-,
fluence it has on the general welfare of the country through the
enormous volume of trade it handles. Owing to modern facilities of
communication, India is now a world market, snd the demand
from Toreign Countries for its food grains, oil seeds, cotton and

minerals, continues to increase and is reflected by the trade returns
of the port.

It is not, however, only as a port that Bombay claims its posi-
tion, but "also s large indusirial centre, the prineipal industry
being the manufacture of cotton goods and yarns. Conditions of
late have unfortunately beem very adverse fto the cotton textile
industry, owing to the high prices of cotton due to the shortage of
the American crops and to absence of demand [or coffon goods.
In addition to this sef-baek in the cotton textile indusiry, Bombay
is suffering from the increasing scarcity and dearness of coolie
labour. Whether this scarcily ean be remedied is & question which,
we think, might with advantage be officially inquired into.

The ravages of plague in past years, and the results of unfavour-
able seasons have also been much fell throughout this Presidency,
but with the advent of the last two [avourable monsoons prospects

have brightened and the general prosperily of bolh the City and
Presidency has materially increased.

This recent prosperity, which has been general throtghout
India, bhas undoubtedly helped to ameliorate conditions and to
causc contentment throughout the land, and we are pleased to think
that Your Excellency arrives here at a time when discontent and
unrost have fo some extent been allayed. That this is so is un-
doubtedly due, in a large measure, to the firm manner in which
disorder and sedilion have recently been dealt with, and as the
dovelopment of the couniry is impossible without the confidence
of the people in Government {o maintain law and order, we hope

Your Excellency may earry on the policy which hag already achieved
such excellent resulis. '

Legitimate political aspirations have been encouraged by the
enlargemont of the Councils, and the success which this measure
has attained is especially welcome.
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In commerce, stability and conlinuity of policy are essential.
In this connection we arve gratoful for the steps Government have
recently taken to endeavour to improve conditions in matters of
Finance and Exchange. But more is needed, and woe would take
this opportunily of ealling Your Ixcellency's atlention to the neces-
sity of a strong Gold Standard Reserve. This Chamber has
frequently mcpmsse.d itself on t{his subject, and we would again
press the point that the Reserve should, as opportunity offers, be
materially increased in amount and that a fair proportion should
be held in actual gold in this country. We realize the mfluences
which arc against such o policy. Bub, we would respectfully
submit that in such matters, which affect India so vitally, Indian
interests should be deemcd paramount and should be unfefitered
by Home influences. We frust Your Iixcollency will give this
matter your very careful consideration.

In the increase and development ol our trade much has been
done by the extension and improvement ol internal communications
in India, bubl much still remains 1o be done, This Chamber has
always cxercised considerable interest in the advancement of such
trade facilities. Five years ago, when presenting a similar address
to His Iixecllency Lord Minto on his arrival in India, wo dwoll on
the importance of extension of commercial railways. We, at that
time, voferred to the proposed consfruction of the Nagda-Mubira
line, which as stated by us wos desired to give Bombay shortor
and more direct communication with Northemn India. ILast year,
when again addressing His Excellency Lord Minto, we had tho
honour of recording our satisfaction on the practical completion of
that portion of the line, but we pressed the guestion of the extension
from Muttre to Aligarh, This scheme is one to which we would ask
Your Ixcellency's special atiention, as il is most imporlant that
direct communication on our own metals should be permitted with
the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. Bombay draws considorable
cotton and other supplies from the districts affected, and we thore-
fore venture to suggest that the contention that 1;1115 oxtension to
Aligarh would be an invasion ol an arca served by another line is
not justifiable. Direet connection would save time and money,
and avoid burdensome delays and Llocks, with consequent detention
of wagons, owing to transfer over Foreign Railways. -

In regard to Railway matters, this Chambar wolecomes the terms
recently announced by the Government of India for Branch Lines,
as 15 is felt they will be a direet stimulus in fhe extension of these
feeder lines which are so necessary for the development of tHe
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country. At the same time we would lay before Your FExcellency
our earnest recommendation that in all such commerecial mattors
it is advisable that the opinions of public bodies should be obtained
belore legislation is passed, as, on submission of our suggestions, it
has sometimes been our unfortunate experience to learn that the
question canhot be reopened. -

We have dwelt on the Railway policy, as it is to the development
ol areas from which we can draw our supplies, and the improvement
of communication with these areas that we look for a refurn for the
large amounts being expended by the Bombay Port Trustees on the
New Alexandra Docks, now under construction. Iis Majesty the
King-Emperor, during his tour in India as Prince of Wales, laid
the foundation-stone of these new docks. They were commenced
during tho Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon and were inspected last year
by Hig Hxcellency Liord Minto, and we look forward to their com-
pletion during the period of Your Excellency's rule in India. The
Alexandra Docks, costing with the confingent reclamation schemecs
about Rs. 6560 lacs, will be capable of acecommodating the largest
vessols, and will form undoubtedly a powerful asset in the trade
development of a large portion of India,

We feal sure that in our commercial and industrial lile we may
look forward to Your Excellency'’s sympathetic and aclive interest,
and we con assure Your Hxcellency that the commercial commu-
nity will always be roady and eager to co-operate with Government
in mattors dealing with the development of the trade and resources
of the counfry.

The establishment of the Deparbment of Commerce and Industry
hag assisted us in our relationship with Government by furthering
commercial intorests, and we acknowledge with satisfaclion tho
opportunities frequently afforded us of oxpressing our opinions and
fealings to the reprosentatives of Govertment, when the heads of
departments periodically pay us visits on tour.

In conclusion, we desire to express our sikcers hope that Your
Excellency’s torm of *office may be & happy one in the realization
of peace and progress to the country, that harvests may be plenti-
ful, and that with resulting prosperity the incroasing revenues may
cncourage you to effect further development of the resources of
Tndia and, if possible, the reduction of taxation.

Tiord Hardinge replied as follows i—]

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce,—It 18 a great pleasure to me to
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receive you here this morning, and the address that you
have presented, while still under the vivid impression
created on arriving for the first 1ime in the Port of
Bombay, the great gale of eniry into India, with all ils
natural beaulies, and ils docks and quays teeming wilh
shipping and active commercial life and enterprise. The
impression is one that I shall not easily forget.

The complexity of Indian Administralion is well
1llustrated by the address to which I have just listened,
and in the few remarks that I shall make, 1t would be
presumptuous for me, at so early a slage, to pretend io
any special knowledge or aulhorily.

To take at random one of the subjects to which you
refer—the scarcity of unskilled labour, and its dearness—
L can fully understand what a serious effect thig must have
upon the margin of profit of any business enterprise, but
if you look at the other side of the shield and consider
the steady increase of the cost of living, it is difficult o
avoid the conclusion that unless there had been some
corresponding increase in their wages, lhe condition of
the labouring population must necessarily have hecome
pitiable.

Your testimony to the general prosperity, not only of
this City, but of India as o whole, is, I need hardly say,
most welcome to me; and your refcrence to the ravages
of plague gives me the opportunily of congratulaling you
upon the present diminution of that terrible scourge.
May it please God to continue this mercy to your Cily,
and to deliver India from so great a tribulation.

I have already said elsewhere that I intend io maln-
tain the policy of Lord Minto’s Government, and I an-
ticipate with confidence that the emlargement of the
Councils, and the increase of their powers will give a
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clearer voice and grealer weight to the views of the
various communities of this great country than is fur-
nished by the occasional presenlation of a formal dddress.

In your observations upon the gold standard reserve
ond railway development you have {ouched upon difficult
questions, which have formed the subject of much dis-
cussion in the past, and are likely 1o engage the anxious
consideration of Government in the fulure. I can assure
you that any opinions which the commercial community
may [feel called upon lo express in furtherance of their
solution, whether by the voice oi their representalives in
Council, or otherwise, shall receive sympathetic atten-
tion. I mnote your appreciation of the increasing
tendency of Gtovernment to take you into their confidence
in matters affecting your welfare,

My experience in foreign countries has brought me
to realise the imporiance of commerce as affecting poli-
tical questions: 1ts problems have ocdupied my atiention
not only abroad, but throughout the period of my service
in the Foreign Office, and I have always atlached to
them a special importance. You may rest assured of
my sympathetic and active interest in all matters affect-
ing your commercial and indusirial life, and I shall rely
al the same time upon your helpful co-operation in all
matters affecting the development of lhe trade and re-
sources of this great Empire.

In conclusion lel me thank you, Gentlemen, for your
congratulations, and for the compliments you have paid
me, I appreciate the irouble that you—busy men as you
are—have laken in coming here 1o present to me this
address; and I thank you warmly for the cordiality of

vour welcome,
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ADDRESS FROM TIITE INDIAN MERCHANTS' CHAMBER
AND BUREAU.

[The above Chamber presented their address of welcome to Lord 18th Nov
Hardinge on the 18th November. The address which was read by 1910.
the Hon'ble Mr. Manomohandas Ramjee was as follows i

We, the President and members of the Indian Merchants’ Cham.
ber and Bureau, a body representing the large mercantile interests
of the Indian community of Bombay, embrace the present occasion
to approach Your Lordship and offer our cordial welcome on your
appointment by Our Most Gracious Sovereign to the exalied office of
Viceroy and Governor-General of India.

2. Bearer ag Your Lordship is of a great historic name, widely
known in the annals of England and India alike for comspicuous
valour and farsighted statesmanship, we crave leave to recall for a
moment the vast commercial and industrial progress the country
has been able to make under the wise and henign sway of our rulors
sinee your illustiious ancestor, midst the cheers and applause of a
arateful people, departed the shores of India sixbty-two years ago,
after filling with consummate ability and marked sympathy for a
period of four years the great trust which you are now called upon
to discharge. In so recalling the [acl of that progress we cannot
forget that he wag the first Governor-General of India to setile the
broad lines of the policy of construection of Railways and Irrigation
works which has since hceon so successfully carried out with the
greatest economic benefit to the country at large.

3. To.day we have as many as 31,490 miles of Railway and 106}
million aecros of irrigaled area. The total foreign trade of Indig
hag, during the interval, risen from 384 1o 345 crores or ten times asg
much. Bombay’s share which was 18 crores has now come to 127
crores or nearly ten timoes more. Such has been the remarkable
growth of frade.

4. But the progress is not only to be noticed in the sxpansion of
commerce, both home and foreign. It is equally to be witnessed in
what are now recognised as the staple indusiries of the country.
At the date of the retirement of your distinguished grandfather,
there was not a single cotton or jute or ginning factory, Neither
was there a single cosl mine opened for purposes of commerce.
Indeed the economic development of the country in indigenous in-
dustries, what we now call Swadeshi, was bhardly begun. To-day
there are as many as 232 coflon mills and 1,000 ginning faclories, 52
jute mills, besides a number of coal mines whose aggregate production
equals 18 million tons., There are also 200 rice mills, 105 saw mills,
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35 flour mills, not to mention many othsr small factories for a
variety of commercial purposes. These in all give employment fo
s million people. Joint-stock entorprise too by way of assurance
companies and other monetary concerns has greatly multiplied,
having a capital of nearly 60 crores. Bubt though the progress is
matked it must be readily admitted that India is still at tho dawn
of her economic development and that the capital, indigenous or
foreign, is only mieroscopic when compared to that of the advanced
and wealthiest countries of the world.

5, Your Lordship will thus assume the reins of your high office
at o time when the commercial and indusiiial development has
made an oxcellent boginning. The monsoon just over hag been a
satisfaclory one which means plenty and prosperify fio millions of
the poorest agrieculturists while spelling betler trade, though the
cothion industry, owing to the dearness of the 1aw staple, ia still in
a depressed condition. Despite the deplorable excesses of a hare-
brained minority against which the vast mass of sober Indians has
displayed its proatest abhorronce, peaceful progress is af present
manifest in every pait of the Empire. It iz to be devoutly hoped
that under Your Lordship’s wise and sympathetic administration
progregs will he further stimulated—both materially and morally.
Moraeover, we of the mercantile community have fair hopes of
Indisn commaeice baing amancipated from the bonds and chaing by

which it is still somewhat fsttered.

6. Of course, that commerce and industry is not without its
arievances and we take the opportunity to make o slight reference
to them, Our Chamber has in the past brought such matters as
1equired redress to the notice of the governing authorities, and we
trust that Your Lordship, in Council, will pay to our representations
the same patient and sympathetic consideration as hitherbo.?/At
present both the Huropean and the Indian morcantile communities
have been groatly exercised at the artificial restraints, bordering on
hardship and inconvenience, placed by the Railway Companies in
the matter of what are kmown as ‘‘ Risk Notfes.”' T seems that the
Railways have adopled rules which are not only one-sided but
threation repudiation on thoir part of their obligations and liabilities
ag common carriers. It is a crying grievance which demands an
eorly redress. In tho matter of the contemplated revision of the
Indian Companies’ Act our Chamber has respectfully urged on the

eenlral suthority the eminent advisability of protecting the interests
of ereditors, specially smaller creditors and depositors, who more
or less havoe groaily suflered in the past and are liable to suffer in
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the future. Clandestine mortgages are made in which the prior
rights and claims of such creditors to tho assots of cerbain class of
joint-stock companies are absolutely ignored and the cxisting law
to insufficient to check the dishonosty of fiaudulont managoment.
There is the grievance touching the recenl onhancement of ratos
for passenger traffic the justice and oxpediency of which is opon to
criticism. Teonomy in Railway oxpendilure is a prime neccesity
and we are of balief that with such economy a roduetion of ihe
fares is quite possible and practical, The un.-English liko ablitude
and conduct of the Transvaal Government is another matter on
which the mercantile community along with the whols of India is
oxtremely sore. Thig Chamber had wired on the subject sometime
ago to Lords Morley and Ampthill and we are awaro that the Gov-
ernment of India is most sympathotic and anxions to allevialo the
present intolerable position of British Indiang in South Africa. We
asrnesily hope that Your Lordship’s iriendly diplomacy may be the
means of bringing a satisflactory tormination to this long-ponding

problem.

7. In conelusion, we earnestly pray thal with peace and plenty in
the land Your Lordship may be able to find adequate leisure {rom
the care and rouline of office work, to dovote somes {fime fo the
removal of obstacles which still hamper commerce and indusiry,
the more extensive development of feeder lines by private enterprise,
the fostering of new indusiries, ol course with self-help, without
which the economic regeneration is not possible, the advancement
of technical education in its higher branches, the establishmont ol
degrees of commerce in our Universities and the founding of pro-
fessorships in Feonomics, befler sanitation which is in ilsell no
mean econornic agsel, tho complotion at a quicker pace of those largo
Irrigation works now taken in hand and others recommendod by
the Iirigation Commission, and lasily the readjustmont of oxisiing
taxation on & sound and equitable bagig gide by side with a resgonablo
curtailment of public expeuditure which iz now outrunning the

reyenue.

8. We wish Your Lordship and Tiady Hardinge tho best of heslth
Eim*ing your stay in thig counfry and Your Lordship great succoss
in your administration as was tho cagse with your illusirious ancestor.

Lord Hardinge replied as follows :—]

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Indian
Merchants’ Chamber and Bureawu,~—The very kindly
xeferences you have made to my grandfather’s oareer
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cannot but strike gratefully upon my ear; but when he
set his hand to the work that lay before him he can have
hardly foreseen the immense development that the next
€0 years held in store: and if he was actuated by senti-
ments similar to those with which I have [ollowed his
footsleps to India, he would have been particularly grati-
fied to know of the birth and rapid growth of indigenous
enterprise.

It 1s sometimes alleged that the people of this country
look too much to Government and too little to themselves
for the mitialion of Improvements and the development
of resources, but the figures you have quoted show that
this 1 hardly accurate in the region of commercial enter-
prise, except in so far as the peace and security afforded
by a stable Government have made it possible.

Government should clearly do what it can to foster
indigenous progress, but I am glad to hear that you
recognize that economic regeneration must largely come
from within, and that Government can do little to help
those who are not ready to help themselves.

I gather from another address which I have received
to-day that Government have recently announced a more
liberal policy for the extension of feeder railway lines by
private enterprise, and I trust that the creation of
a new portfolio for education may, among other advan-
tages, lead to progress in technical education of all
kinds, . '

I do not feel competent to express opinions upon the
various items of lhe extensive programme you have laid
before me until I have had time to learn something of
India, to study the questions involved, and to consult my
colleagues; but I feel confident that I should have their
hearty concurrence and support in saying that the (xov-
ernment of India have done and will do all that 1m them
lies to secure an alleviation of the disabilities under
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which your fellow-countrymen and our ieilow-subjects

labour in some of the Colonies.
T feel that I have been fortunale in the moment of

my arrival upon your shores. The season 1s prosperous,
political asperities are somewhat abated, and all sane
men are united in deploring revolutionary ecrime. No
man can foretell ithe fulure, but the auguries are propi-
tious, and if India will extend to me the same kindly

feelings which I have for her, I shall go forward on my

way in hope and confidence.

Let me, in conclusion, thank you heartily, Mr.
President and Gentlemen, for the cordial welcome which
vou have exlended to me, and for your good wishes to

Lady Hardinge and myself.

ADDRESS FROM THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY MOSLEM
LEAGTUE.

[The above League presented an address of welcome to Lord 18th Nav.
Hardinge on 18th November. It was read by the Hon’ble M. 1910.
Raffiuddin Ahmad and was as follows 1—

Your Bacollency ~We, the President and members of the Bombay
Presidency Moslem TLeague deeply appreciate the privilege of ap-
proaching you on your arrival in India with a brief stalement of our
hopes and aspirations, None learnt with greater satisfaction than
His Majesty's loyal Indian Moslem subjects of the appoinimoent as
Viceroy and Governor-General in India of an administrator wgll
versed in the broad outline of Asiatic politics and who has won
renown in the field of foreign policy. Convinced as we are that
the peaceful development of this country can be assured only under
the esegis of the Imperial Crown, we desire to assure you of our
unguenchable attachment to His Majesty's Throne and Person and
of our confidence in the wisdom and justice of Your Excellency's
administration,

We are fully conscious of the opportunities opened out to Indian

Moslems by the representation on a communal basis guaranteed to
them in the enlarged Imperial and Provingial Councils, We recog-

nise that these privileges carry corresponding obligalions, that it
D
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now lies with us to rise fo the full height of our opportunities.
Wea think Your Excellency will find a new spirit animating the
[ndien Mosloms—a spirit of progress and confidence. Rocognising
that the best training ground in affairg 18 local self-government, we
are desirous of laking a fuller part in the work of the Municipalities
pad Liocal Boards, and of securing reasonable 1epresentation thereon.

Your Iixcellency, we have through our representatives in the
Councils, opportunities of making our desires and aspirations known
to the Tmperial and Provincial Governments. We are confident
that we shall receive from Youwr Excellency the sympathetic atten-
fion fo our requests always accorded {o us by the head of the Bombay
Government, Fis Ixcellency Sir George Clarke. We venture to
hope that if occasion arise Your Iixcelleney will extend to the
Moslem League the opportunity afforded to us io-day—the oppor-
bunity of presenting the desires of the Indian Mahomedans as a
whole. We ask you to believe that we have no separatist poliey,
no purely selfish designs; but we are convinced that the full develop-
ment of this country can be secured only by the incorporation in
local bodies and, qualifications being equal, in the public services,
of the admirable principles embodied in the Reform Schema,

Lord Hardinge replied as follows ]

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Bombay Presi-
dency Moslem League,~—I1 thank you warmly for your
address and the friendly terms in which it is couched.

I am bhardly qualified on this the first day of my
sojourn in India to discuss with you {he propriety of
extending the principle of communal representation, but
I do most heartily welcome the note of confidence and
hope which is struck by your address.

Your aspirations have been very fully recognised in
the recent enlargement of the Councils; your community
has received special ireatment, and I am glad to hear
that you appreciate the obligations which those privileges
carry. I {rust that it will ever be your aim, while
promoting the interests of your own community, to avoid
anything which may tend to emphasize those sectarian
differences which must exist but need not be accentuated.
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I shall always be ready to lend a sympathelic ear to
any expression of Mahomedaun views and feelings, bul you
must remember that a spirit of self-restraint will add
greatly to your influence; and thal special privileges to
one class are synonymous with corresponding disabilities
to others,

I have listened with the greatest pleasure to the loyal
sentiments which you have expressed in such well-
chosen language, and I feel confident that His Majesty
will be gratified to hear of the feelings of devotion which

animate his Moslem subjects,
Tor my own part I thank you for the kindly terms in

which you have referred to my appoiniment. It i3 my
fervent hope that my tenure of office may be marked not
only by peace without the borders but by concord

within.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE ANGLO-INDIAN
EMPIRE LEAGUL,

[His Excellency Lord Hardinge reccived an address of woleome 18th Nov.
from the above League on the 18th November. 1310,
The deputation was headed by Mr. B, Minshan in tho
unavoidable absence of Mr. J. H. Abbotl. With {he address
was presented a handsome silver casket of Dacea design mounted
on an ebony stand and suifably inseribed. Mr, Minehan read the
address to His Lordship, which was in the following terms :—
We, the members of the ‘* Anglo-Indian Empire League,’
descendants of the early pioneers who helped to esbablish Britigh
Rule in Indis, now forming a considerable portion of His Tmperial
Majesty’s subjects, deem it our dubty to welcome Your Fxcellency
to Indig by an expression of our loyalty and allegiance to the Throne
Your Excellency represents. At a time when from every part of
the Indian Empire Your Excellency will be receiving sentiments of
a similar mature, and most of them from much more important
sections of His Majesty's subjects and from influential bodies corpo-
rate, om welcome may appear insignificant, nay at firsb sight
almost presumptuous, but we trust that notwithstanding this Your

D2
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Excellency will be ploased to receive and accept our loyal welcome
and good wishes for your future welfare and usefulness as an
exponent of British justice and friendliness to thoge millions of His
Majesty's subjocts whom you are called upon to rule.

Some of our members have had the privilege of serving in HKast
Africa under your brilliant cousin, Sir Arthur Hardinge, now His
Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, when he had to carry hig life in
his hands, and all noticed {that his chief charm, in fact that his
success, lay in his capacity for sympathy and kindliness towards all
classes, creeds and colours with whom he came in contact, and Your
Excellency's assurance that your chief reliance in ruling India
would be placed in kindness and sympathy has filled our hearts
with relief and hopes for brighter and more perfeet days for India.
Your Iixcellency's noble grandfather proved his knowledge of states-
manship and won Indian’s grateful heart by only making choice of
such weapons. We all feel what a proud privilege it is whon a
Sovereign chooses one to rule in his name over millions of his
fellow-men; but we deem it o still prouder one to rule over millions
of human hearts—not subjugaling thoir wills, but winning the will-
ing devotion of all those who consider it a privilege to serve you,

As to the land of India, the land of our birth, that mystic and
mysterious land which has been the charm and wonder of so many
ganerations of poets and philosophors, hisforians and explorers; a
land which has produced so much of all that is good, and which
has suffered &o much, may your kindness and sympathy
hesl its wounds and hearten us all up so that looking forward
towards the light, we shall forget the shadows we have passed and
arve still passing through, We shall not on this occasion place belore
Your BExcellency the many and grave disabilities under which our
community labours, but in the near future, when Your IExcelloney
will have grasped the complex problems that await solution, we shall
beg leave to approach you with a statement of our legitimate wants.

Your Excellency's mind has been broadened by travel and inti-
mate contact with men and things, cities and Governments, which
wo feel gure will ensure you the whole-hearted confidence of all
olasses and creeds, as well as o hearty welcome from all of His Most
Gracious Majesty the King-Emporor's subjects. In Your Excel-
leney'’s hands will be the happiness and prosperity of millions of
His Majosty's subjects, and we of the '' Anglo-Indian TFmpire
Lesgue,’’ pray that great Victoria's Proclamation, which has been
endorsed by her son and grandson, will be your guiding star, and
that kindness and sympathy will ever be your walchwords, till oub
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of chaos and mistrust, you lead the nation into a harbour of rest

and peace,.
We beg once more to give Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge

& most loyal and sincere welcome to India.
His Excellency replied as follows i—]

Gentlemen of the Anglo-Indian Empire League,—I
confess to a little difficulty in finding suitable words in
which to acknowledge the address which you have just
presented to me.

You have made exceedingly kind references to my
grandfather, to my cousin, and to myself, for which I
tender you my most grateful thanks: but there runs
through your sentences a nole of despondency which
seems to indicate that you feel yourselves to be labour-
ing, 1 I may quote your own words ‘‘ under many and
orave disabilities.”

You have not told me what they are, doubtless be-
cause you wisely anticipated that I should hardly be in
a2 position lo deal out of hand with grievances which
have not yielded to treatment at the hands of the long
line of my predecessors.

I will content myself with saying that I shall always
be ready to listen {o any reasonable complaint, from
whatsoever section of the Community it may come—but I
would remind you that self-help is worth a thousand times
more than all the help you can get from Government or
any one else, and that the more you lean upon others
the less will you be able to hold your own in the ever-
increaging intensity of the struggle for existence, You
may however count at all iimes upon my sympathetic
interest.

I am glad to receive your expression of loyalty and
allegiance 1o His Majesty, and I thank you most heartily
for the welcome you have extended to Lady Hardinge
and myself. a
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ADDRESS OF WHLCOME FROM THE CALCUTTA
MUNICIPAL: CORPORATION.

[His Bxcellency Lord Hardinge accompanied by Lady Hardinge,
the Hon’ble Diamond Hardinge, Mr. J. H. DuBoulsy, C.LE.,
and steff arrived in Qalcutta by special train at the Howrah terminus
on fhe morning of the 21st November. After being received by
various officials and guards-of-honour, Their Excellencies drove in
State to Government House. The buildings were gaily decorated
and the streets were thronged with cheering crowds. The escort
was formed by the Vieeroy's Bodyguaird, Caleutta Light Horge, the
Hussars, Native Cavalry and batteries of artillery.

On arrival at Government House Their Excellencies were met
on the steps by Lord and Lady Minto and a vast gathering was
present.

Lord Hardinge took over charge of the Viceroyalty from ILord
Minto on the afternoon of the 28rd November. His IIxcellency
received the address of welcome from the Corporation on Saturday,
the 26th idem.

This was Lord Hardinge's firgt public speech in Calcutta. The
ceremony took place in the Throne Room at Government House
and there was a large atlendance of Commissioners, practically
every member ol the Corporation being present. The address,
which was enclosed in a richly ornamented casket, was read by the
Hon'ble Mr., Maddox, the Chairman, and was as follows ;-

Mora thon sixty yoars have elapsed since Your Excellency’s distin.
guished ancestor, Viscount Hardinge ol Lahore, left India affer his
glorious and successlul Vigeroyulty, and meny changes have taken
place in this City since those days. There wag then no elemont of
popular represenfation in its Government. Its population has
nearly trebled and the number of houses has moie than trebled; il
has beon drained and provided with a good filtercd water system in
place of the tanks fed with river water by agueducts which then
formed the only means of supply. Some conception of the improve.
ments effected in this respect may be gathered from the fact that
the quantity of water pumped daily for all purposes was then only
two million gallons, whereas it is now 46 millions. Indeed, in
ayory branch ol mwumieipal activity and development the City has
advanced by gianl strides, and has amply justified the progressive
davelopment of local self-government.

Tt iz peculiarly appropriate to refer to the wvast improvements
which have been made In Calecutta since the time of Your Excel-
lency's illustrious ancestor in view ol the fact that the first year
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of your Viceroyally will see the inauguration of a further measure
tor the development of the City in the formation of the Caloulta
Improvement Trust. It 18 confidently hoped that the schomes

contemplated in this legislation, which have taken over ten years {o
tormulate, will place Calcutta in the foremost rank among tho

capital cities of the world, and ils citizens look to Your Excellency's
sympathetic co-operation to aid in the achievement of this end.
His Excellency replied as follows :—]

Mr. Chavrman and Gentlemen of the Corporation of
Calcutta,—% thank you very sincerely for the cordial wel-
come that yot™have so kindly extended to Lady Hardingo
and myself on behalf of the citizens of this capital,
amongst whom we look forward with pleasure 1o lhe
prospecl of residing. I feel confident that Lady Hardinge
will win her own way to the hearts of your wives and
daughters; and 1t is my hope fhat, in doing my duty
according to my lights in the responsible office to which
I have been called, I may be able to retain those friendly
feelings towards me with which your address 1s inspired.

I have always taken pride in my heredilary connection
with India, but I should have been less than human had
I not been deeply stirred by the kindly references to my
grandfather’s services which have so constanily been
made since I landed on your shores, and I pray thai I
may be given strength, courage and wisdom to hand ou
untarnished the name he left behind.

I have seen something of your busy sireels, I have
heard of your great industries and teeming population,
and T can concelve no wmore searching test of the effi-
ciency of local self-governmeni than the administration
of this vast and ever-increasing city.

You would not thank me for flattering words spoken
without knowledge, butl it is no small task that you have
in hand; and if you are able <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>