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CASIIMERE MISGOVERNMENT.

CIHAPTLER 1L
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Owine to thal peenlinr arrangemont belween the Govern-
ment of India and the Jamoo Governmeni, by which
Englishmen arve excluded from the dominiong of tho letter
duving the winter wonths, and alse to the well-grounded [epy
of the Maharajal’s subjects Lo speak of tho oppressive system
under-which they live, T feol confident that most of the
following informalion, which I have, nob without dilieulty,
collected, will be new, alike Lo Lhose who have {ravelled in
Cashmaere, and to those whose Inowledgo of the eountry and
it government 18 only derived {vom newspapers and tho
ialk of societly,

I am thereforo inchined {o believe that tho communientions
I bavesto make regarding a country for whose wolfare {ag
I shall endeavour to shew) we are respousible, will he of
interest, first, to those who wish thal the Government thay
gerve, o live under, shonld aet with less vogard to the expedi-
epey of the momont than in sueh o manner as shull procurd
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for it the character of a high-minded, an unselfish, anda

just power,

Second, to those who can feel pity for the undeserved
sufferings of men, and disgust and indignation at the gpectacle
of a people whose characteristics (both intellectual aud
mornl) give aevidence of former greainess, trampled upon by
a race 1in every way inferior to themselves, and stendily -
deteriorating under the influence of an oppressive despolism
which hars the way 1o all improvement, whether somal,
intellectual, or religious,

Third, to those who, from their position, share in the
responsibilily which, in my opinien, atlaches to the Govern-
ment of India regarding the people whom it sold into the

slavery of Gulab Singh,

Without further premise or apology, I shall thorefore begin
by laying before the reader a detailed nccount of the

L e i b R T -k
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LAND PRODUCE TAXATION SYSTEM IN
CASHMIRE,

Of almost everything produced by {he soil, Government
takes a large proportion, and the numerous officinls who ave
employed in collesting it are paid Dby an award of so
much grain from thoe share of the zemindaus,

The following is a lisl of the different officials who are
concerned in the collection and division of the land produce,
and in the general government of the country oulside the ety
of Srinagur, which is under the Governor of Cashmore and

the Chief Magistrale,
The prineipal of these is

The Tehsildar.—~-11o has under bim from two to five pergun-
nalg; he exercises a supervision ovor the accounts of the
“ kardars’ within his district ; ho Lins powers of punishment up
to a fortnight’s imprisonmont, and ten rupeos fino; all com-
pinints, dispubes, and offences oceurring within his bobsil we
referred to him ; he has from 200 lo 400 sepoys undoer him,
and is responsible only to tho Dihwan or Governor of Cashmeoro,

who resides in the city,

The Thanedar~Ig the chief officor avar epch pergunnah ; he
has slighter powers of punishment, and from 40 to 60 sepoys
under him, His chiel duties are to make inspections thvougl-
out his pergunnah, and to make rveports concorning the cropd
aud general maetbers Lo his tehuildar,

}
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Lhe Kaurdar—Is the chief of tho oflicinls who are potgonally
concerned in the collestion of the land produce, Ilo has
under him a certain number of villages, of whose crops he
has to keep o strict account, and Lo each of which he goes in
person ab the time when the different ovops vipen, in order to
superintend the different distribution of each. Ilereporisto
his thanedar, and causes the Govornment shares of the orops
to be despatehed 1o the city, or elsowhore, nocording to the
orders he may receive. In lieu of some of the inferior kindg
of grain, the Government will occasionally take an equivalent,
in money from the kardar, The zemindars do not, hpwever,
benefit by this arrangement, sinae in tlies$ cases the kardar
{akes from them the full amouni of produce, and sells the
amount, for which the (Government have taken money, to his
own advantage; and since this avrangoment is greatly preforred
by the kardars, thore must be a large demand for these graing
among the people ; sinee, in order to make their own profits,
they are, of course, obliged to sell them at a higher rate than
the very high prices demanded by Government, a seale of
which T shall give in tho sequel.

Oveyr each village there 1s a

Mokuddumn—\Whose duty is to reporl any irregularitios or
thefts, Lo collect coolies and earriage for Governmeont or othovs,
and to keop an account of tha erops of his village, in conjunce
tion with another official called the

Puotwaree—Whose spesial duty 1s to keep a soparaie
account with each house of the zemindars of his village
of the dilferent arops belonging to it. To each village there
is 2pntwu1'uﬂ ; he is paid by the zemindars, and is o necessary
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expense entailed on the zomindars by tho mode of collect
Ing their tax. Ile is usually o pundib ().

The Shugdur~There ave from one to four ¢ shugdurs” in
each village, according to its size, 'Their dutics are to watoh
the erops while in the ground, and the Government shares of
the same, after they have been set aside and ave waiting Lheir
removal 1o the Government store-houses. It is snid to bo &
common iInstanee of oppression for the shugdur to exlort
money from a zemindar by threatening Lo accwse him of
stealing the Government grain, in which oase, rather than
court an’ investigation whose justice he has evory reeson lo
doubt, the zemindar 1s fain to purchase the sileneo of lig
Erppressm' aceording to ability, The shugdur is also paid
by the zemindars, and is supplied by them with russud (§)
gratis, :

The Surgowl—Is the official who is over the shugdurs,
There is one surgowl to about every ton villages ; his dulios ara
to 1nspect the shugdurs and to report {o his kardar, Ii lg
said that he commonly extorls money from the shugdurs,
in the snme way as wo have seon thal tho shugdurs volalinte
on the zemindar ; none of those who aro thug opprossed ovor
seem to conlemplale such a slep ng that of complnining to tho
thanedar of their pergunnah, or the tehsildar of the diztrialyses
a curious proof of tho estimation in which tho justicn of those
officials, one of whose nominal duties is to roeaive compluings,
1s held, They ave of course ITindoos.

o et - ikl - b Ll 1% L o'l

(2) Ii is, T suppose, known that the zemindavs of Cashintero ars Musaulmon,
ag 16 also the imhabitants of tho oities, with the oxcepliton of & fow pundite
and othor oflivin]s of Clovernment, .

(#)  Russud moans dmly subsistonco, meluding fuol. In tho lnvgor villnges
the shugdur 18 usually o pundit, )
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The surgowl is frequently & pundib, and is paid by the
remindars, as 18 nlso the

Tarougdar—Whose duty is to weigh the gvain when the
Gtovernment portion is faken from tho zemindars. e i

always in aitendance upon the kardar,

The Hurkara—Is n police constnble, Theve 1s onoe hurkara’s
house to aboul avery twenty villnges, all the malo members of
his family being also hurkaras, Ile rcceives reports from, and
oives direotions fo, the

Doom, or policeman, of which there 1s one to every village,
the inhabitants of whieh are obliged 16 supply him with

yussud.

Such is the small official [umily which the Cashmero
zemindar .has to support, the grealor part of whom are
rendered necessary by the complicated system which a collec-
tion of land produce entails, According to the custom of
the conntry, the land owned by any one house is common (a) ;
the patwaree of the village has therefore to”keep an acecount
of the amount of grnin produced by each different kind of
orop belonging to each separaie house, and to caloulate the
amount due to Government according to the sealo which X

shall now proceed to give,

There are two kinds of orops in Cashmero, ag in Hindustan,
called the rubbia and the kharcefa.

The firsl of these consists of those which ripen ‘about
July, and the second of those whose harvest time ig about
24 monthslater, Ofthe khareela, all the erops except the rice

o

-

(¢} Theroave usually from bwo Lo five familics in » house cormooted by
mﬂfrriagﬂ.
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are sacond crops, i.e., are produced from land which has alveady
yielded a crop. The rice ground alone produces nobthing
bub rico ; it ig sown in May and reaped in Septembor. Tho
Government seale of weights used in colleeting their pro-

portion of grain is as flollows +—

8 soers == 1 {rdk
18 trilks == 1 kharwah

but in selling the grain aflorwavds to the people the seale 1§
6 seers == 1 trdk
15 traks = 1 kharwah,

The extra trik thus gained by the Governmenl in each
kharwah is in ordor to liquidate the expense of carcying the
grain {rom the villages to the city, wlieh, sonsidering the
onay rate at which carviage is paid for by the Ctovernment, if

must amply do!

The amount taken by the Government and the Govern.
ment officials upon the rubbia and kharceln crops is as

follows i

Out of every 32 trak of ench grain of tho rubbia erop,
the following amounts are lakon from the zemindars e

e e e ettt S e et A e e

Trivks, | Soovs,
Government share ., " ‘ir 20 ()
The surgowl . 0 1§
The shugdur ‘es () !
The tarougdar e 0 4
Tho hurkara G 1k
The patwarce - e 0 1]
dervants of the kerdar ‘s 0 E
Total taken in kind onl of every 32 triks of b

oach grain of the rubbin crop ke 20 {13

Mol e, g i dajaplr YTy + . yevipl I me FEF s Ll
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The rubbin crop consists of the undermentionsd grains,
and the sums annexed to each ave n money tax levied on
every 82 trak of each grain of the rubbia crop, in addifion to

the tax in kind which T have just detailed —-

A Chilkee anna==about 1 Company’s anna,

e T —
Kunuek (& kind of wheat) ... oo | 8 Chilkee annas, |
Uisks (barley) .. vus x5 s
Kurrer (pens N "
Tilo ngn o (a gmln from which oil is made) ., | 3 1 '
Kuttan (ditto dilto) 3 " '
Marha }Frmn which dil is made { ; & #
-“I'Iﬂng by 3 14 3}
%éf ;f;l } difto  ditlo { " ;g :: "
a grain used fov eatlle, andalso by !
Mout }thn pooror classes of thu people fm* 15, .
{ood rre
Total tukon In money upon every 192 trik of the B
rubbia crop . - oo | 222 Chillcee annas.

Out of every 32 {rdk of ench grain of the khareefn ecrop,
the following amounts are taken f(rom the zemindars,:—

e L  —

Tril. Scor,
Government share ., e 21 2
Mundeer (or tamplo) tax 'es 0 2
Juloos-us- gowl (said to bo for tho neo of the
Maharmah's guests) " 0 2
The palwares o . " 0 i}
The huvkara “e 0 13
The shugdur s 0 1
The surgoul ‘. . 0 1#
sevvants of the kardar ‘s 0 i
The tﬂmugdm* 0 1%
Lotal taken in kind out of every 32 Trik of cnch
grain of the khnveefn ovop . oo 21 | 13%
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The kharcefn crop consisis of the following grains, and
{ho sums annexod to cach are o mongy tax levied on overy
89 {rik of each grain of tho IKkharcoln erop, in addilion Lo
the tax in Ikind which I have just detailed

A chilkeo annp==aboul, § Company’s anna.
eyt oyl O g oy AT g PPt e

Shitlloo (rice fn the husk) ... o | 2) chillieo  annas,
Mukki {(Indian corn) AR O WL i o» T

1, a grain nged oxtonsively {or oot Y

Trombw by{jthu zemindnyy d 2: o "
Shawul  f graing used for fond by Lhu} VPN I S Y
Pingi poople... T s |8 1 3
I{u}‘]ﬁﬂl (ﬂﬂx) (ﬂ}] e E1 Y Kt L d’ L] 13

PR

-

Tolal taken in moncy oul of ovoery 142 |
irale of {he khaveoln crop .. o | 7Y chilkoo  annas,

s oy, . - o rwmp WU T ORAE dnlafrran B P

Russudari—In addition to these money laxes upon {ho
different, grain of {ho rubbin and khhweola crops, thore i alko
a tax called russudarf, which i lovied annually upon each
houso throughout the villages, of from 4 annas to B0 annag,
acoording Lo the number of inmales,

Fruzt Law~~Of 1ho more valupble kindg of fruils, suel ns
walnuts, apples, pemrs, apricots, almondy, and gquines, throo-
fourths of tho annual produco ave tuken by Government, 1o
duty of preserving them for this purpose falls upon the suze
owl and his shiygdors ; the abovoe proportion is eollecled by
the kardar and his assistants, and (ransmitted nceording to tho

ordors of Government,
" o,

Animal Tar~—Shoep and Goals~Wrom overy village o
villages whoso land produces 600 kharwahs of grain, two or

1]

—p ——p— R RS I S T e o] e sl L - [ - .

(a) The proporlion taken in ki wpon ke ov flax I8 in nccordance with Uio seulo laid
down for tho wubbia erop,

L
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three of Lheso animals ave talen annually, aud hall thete value
relurned in coin 1o the zemindars.

Pontes—~One pony is taken every year under the same
conditions, hall of his value being relurned {o the zomindars,

Putloo~One lbie, or woven blanket, is taken annually
under similar conditions ; half of its valuo is reburned.

@hee.—TFor ench mileh cow hall a scer of ghee annually is
taken.

Fowls,~Trom one to ten flowls yearly from cach house,
aceording to the number of inmates,

loney ~~In the honey districts, as the Lidur and Wuardwan
valleys, two-thirds of tbe produce are taken yenrly by the
kardar and others; bul T am uneerlain whether thig is aun
authorized Government tax,

The aceounts of all these taxes are kept by the paltwiree
and molkiddum, and the distribulion of relurned monoy is
made by them,

The above ave the lnxes levied upon the zomindars of
Cashmero—i.e., upon the population of tho country, exclusive
of those who live in the larger {owng, such as Srinagur,
Tslamabad, Sopor, and Pampur; and it should be borne in
mind that all these taxes,.including the amounts both in
money and in kind, taken -upon the rubbia and khaveefa
erops, ave the regularly awthorized Government taxes, and
not exactions made by officials (a.) It i highly probable that

1

(@) Ixeept the honey, regmding which T have no covtain knowledge,
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exactions are made 7n erdess of {the legal amounts herein
Inid down, bul of thig it is not possible lo speak with
perfect certainly (#), OF the evils of the above systom, (inde-
pendently of the enormous porcentage of produce taken by
the Government,) il is nol necessary lo suy much, singo thoy

are tolerably apparent.

For instance, if a& zemindar wishes to complain thal he
has been muleted of a Jarger proportion of grain or money
than he ought to have paid in accordance with the above
ecomplicated soale, he goes to tho thanedar of g pergunnah,
who males enquirtes, and sends for the kavdar and the patlt.
waree, If the man’s complaint 15 just, and if the thanedur
has not been bribed by tho kardar, he gels redross on pay-
ment of & rupee or two, besides tho loss of his lime, If the
thanedar has been bribed, tho zemindar ean appeal {o the
higher {ribunal of the {¢hsildar ; but heve again there s the
vigle of his being {orvestalled by the uniled bribes of botl
kardar and {hanedar, so thal wsually the zomindar finds it

a wiser conise Lo pockel his money in silence,

The ehiel way, however, in which the ovils of {he syslem
are felt throughout the country, is in the provention of al) teade
and bartor bobtween ihe people of tho towns and Lho peoplo
of tho villages, The lattor {oxcepl n fow shawl bals who
may be located in gome of the villages) aro all zomindavs,

r ¥ et irjrag g

Ty

(¢) T moan ithail, supposing no bribos avo {nken, 1o oppression Mactisod
by any of the muuorons offlciuls whom I hove named as conneeted vk tho

coloction and divasion of tho land preduce, the romindar will pay whai
ig liorg lnid down, and, on e Juypolhesis hal all these gfficials ard porfiolly

honest, ho will pay no movo: of tho valyo of Lthis hiypothosis, my rontlers muy
form thew own opinions.
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the former are ehiclly shop-keepors, shawl merehants, karkans
ders, shaw! bLdfs, sada Dbals, boatmen, and artisang of all
deseriptions (@), Thus, the people of the towns and {he people
of the counlry constitute two large classes, ' with dillerent
wanis; the former requires the things that the zemindar
possesses—eice, corn, lowls, sheep, milk, &e.; and the Iatior
requires money, which the ecily people would willingly give
him for his produoce, to buy those comforts and Iuxuries which
the city ean supply, chiefly imported articles, as spices, cotlon,
oloth, &e. But this natural syslem of exchange is ontirely
prohibiled by the above arvangement ; so thal, as I have
been informed by the best HEoglish authoriby, there wore
people in Svinagur, some Lwo or lhree years ago, with money
in their pockets, in a state of semi-starvation. 'The zemin-
dars had, of eourse, no surplus supplies to sell them, and {he
Government kotag (0) weve shut for the {ime.

In fact, it is only very vecenily that regulatlions have heen
made whereby the people are pevmitted lo buy as mmch
grain as thoy require from the Government, and for this poor
boon they are exceedingly thankflul,

At some of their spring melag this year, I was sliuck
with the incrensed number of people as comparved with {he
year before, and, on enquiry, was told that this year they have
been allowed to buy food enough {o cab, and mo consequonily

L}

(@) 'Workers in lenther, pnplor-machd, wood, motal, &e.

~ (&) Thoe kota isthe Clovornmont shoroe-liouge, from whonee grain is gold
to the pedplo ab prices which T sholl givo a list of in the sequol.  Unlal very
vecontly it was the enstom to closo fheso kotas fiom time to time, and noyer
tosell 1ice but 1 very smalf gquantilies,
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able {o come oul and enjoy themselves a litlle, Suoh ig
the boon which a paternal Government has recenlly neeordod
to the Cashmeeries l~-permission {o buy their own rice al a
very exorhitand rale; and (poor wrolchosl) so accuslomed
ave they Lo' oppression and misusage of all kinds, thal they
look upon this as n concession deserving of tho ubmosi

grafitude,

Tt has been timly snid that the present system of land
produce taxation iz no new one inilroduced by the presont
dynasty, but had its ovigin sl some vemolo peried. There
is, however, an impotfant point of dilference, which to tho
people makes all the difference bewleen o mild system and
an opprassive one, and this is in the prices of the grain seld

by the Government.

Now, when Gulab Singh Dbegan hig intquilous reigm, ho
found the system pre{ty much the snme ag I have deseribed,
with certain important exeeptions (seo p. 68), and {ho pricvy
of {he grain thus colleoted in the Government kotas were ns

follows 1—

%

A Ilurree Singh rupes=8 annas.

Shalleo (anground ries} ¢, 1 II, 8. xupee per kharwah,

Uiska (barley) « ... v L do, do.
Mukki (Indian corn) e 1 do. do.
Oil | . beo oo 1 o, do,

and the remninder in proportion.

When the change in the coinage was made by Gulaly Singh,
+of which I shall have ocension o spenk horealter, ho nlgo
raised the prices of overylhing sold by the Uovernment to
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a rate higher than the present one, 1o which they were
lowered on {he acocession of tho prosent Mahargjah, The
prices ab the present Lime aro as under i~

A. chilkes rupee==10 annas,

Sh'ﬁlfee e . o " 2 ch, Rs, poer kharwah,
UiEI{ﬂ. rie P T yhe 2 T TR T) 2
Kunuek ‘e ire - i i TR R 1 1)
Mll]illi T man Y e 2 T4 1 13 1
Mubtur (peas) o rs d oy m o
Mong (fiom whiclt dil) ves et 7 9w 1 1»n  »
Mnhar 53 33 ved 1L 7 35 Y 33 3y
B osor 33 a$ et L 4 L} 19 2y
T dbar ) . s ‘e 2 5 n 5
Kuttun (Gom which oil) s ' g » » » »
Monl {a grain used chiofly for cnille) ... .
Tllagngnln (ﬁ‘ﬂlﬂ which ﬂ“) a1 8 » » » 1
Tromba (fm fﬂﬁﬂ) e " e 2y » » L
Pingl } grains used for food by tlm}_ 9

Shawel }  people ... ves »onoonon
Kuyﬁs (ﬂﬂx) Ui sta AL 16 "ooon s

These prices, it will be seen, are more than double thoese for
which the same things were sold when Gulab Singh gol the
country. And, moreover, it ann senrcely bo pleaded in hehall
of a bad system, that it has been a long time in oporation.

The Government kotns are holl store-houses for the grain
and slso- the places where it is s0ld fo the peoplo in small

cuantities.

. Any ono 1n want of 4 Jargo amount must go to the officer
in chaigo of the koias, who gives them an order upon some one
of the havdass, for which the officer takes the payment andf
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places it 1o"the oredit of tho kardar in Dis necounds. There ig
a considerable loss in buying from {the Governmont, lcotay, from
the amount of dirt acoumulated by iransit {rom tho villages,
&e., so that the purchasor does not, in point of fnst, oblnin o
karwah of shallee for his two chilkeo rupees, but about a {rdk
less. It will be vemombored thal the Govornment kharwal,

when they self to the people, is only 15 trdls,  (Seo pago 7).,

The chiof points, then, with regnrd to this sysiem of taxation
1@, e
1. The provention of that {raffie, and consequent infey-

comse and union belweon the city and the country people,
which are manifestly essoniial 1o tholr comfort and woll-

being,
2, The comparativé poverty whieh it produees nmong {he
zemindars, and the actual want and misery which it halps {o

produce among the shawl and sdda by, of whom I ghall
speak hereaftor,

8, The opportunities allorded to Govarnmont and Govorn.
ment officials of oreating {omporary famines hy olosing the
kotas {#) and thus vaising the prices of grain,

4, Thocounlless opportunilies for ehiennery and opprossion
which it affords to the nwumerous loenl officors employed in
carrying oub iy most compliented arrangomonts,

In consuc{uene& of the want of intoreowso mand {raflle
between the eily and gountry people which this gysbom

¥ ;r —_—y ] L iy

.

(@) I do xol know theb pricos have been aclually yaisod hy the olosing of*
the kofns, bul 1t is cortein that the peoplo have offen gsulfored gront migory
on aeeount of 16, (Seo 1, 12),
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produces, there has grown up a fecling of distrust and jealousy
between Lhem, most detrimenial, of course, to the happiness and
well-being of the community, but which it is probable
that o mean and sellish Government like that of Jamoo would
rather foster than diminish,

By way of final comment upon this extraordinary system,
1 shall translate o sort of fable commonly known throughout,
Cashmere, which they have either invented, or perhaps adopt-
ed from the Persian, as emblematical of 1ho eondition of {heir

country, and the peculiar system of ils government :
TIE STORY OF ©MOS DELN KUAN.

“ Oneo npon a time there was a very greal nobleman, who
was a Pathan, and who lved in the mountains Lo the north-
west of Cashmeve; hisname was Mdg Deen Khan, One dny
Lie went upon a journey Lo Srinagur, in Cashmere, in order-
to pay his vespects to the king of that country, and it happened
that on that oceasion he rode a horse for which he had a vory
aveat regard. 1le was indecd so fond of {his horse, thai he

used to enll himself the ¢ father of the animal’(e).

« When Mdz Deen Khan reached Sat-o-kuddel, which ig the
goventh bridge over the Jhelum al Svinagur, he alighled
from his steed that ho might proceed to the royal palace on
foot ; and having given many instructions to the groom witl
vegard to the well-treatment of tho horse, as well as especial
orders on. no aceouni to ride him, lie sent him back to hig

abode in the mountains,

p—

o

(«) The menmung of this expression will nppenr in the soquel of the slory.
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 Bul when Mds Deen Khan got hnlfeway to the palaco of
{he king, he bethought himsoelf that, perhaps his sorvant might
ill-tront his hoiso; ho therelove sont anothor of his atlondants
with ordors 1o overtake them, and rseorlain whether the eloved
animal was woll eaved for, The meninl doparied, and found
the first sorvant riding the horse 3 hie thonght, ¢t is bettor fov
me to ride al my easo than {o quarrel with {his servant, who
may perhaps aftorwards falsely acense me Lo my master;” soho
too mounted.

“ Now whon Mos Deen Khan gobi very near tho palace
of the king, he again belhought himsell thal perhaps ik
would be belter to send a glill more trnglworthy servant
{0 bo a check upon the conduel of the olhers with regadd
{o his horse, DBut when the (hird servant overtook the
party, and found his two predecessors riding, he also mounted ;
and the horse, which could have camied one, heenmo &0
exhausted under the weight of three, that, on reaching his
sloble, he died.”

Tho application of the slory is obvions onough, and is n good
lustration of the natural wil of the Cashmeovies, 1 is
particularly applioable al iho prasont time, sitee the Maharajuh
limself 18 said to be in ignorance of a lavge pavl of the
oppression of his Governmeni, and of tho injuslice of his
irresponsible officinls,

¥

Nevortheloss, such ignorange is equivalent 1o guilt : and the
desire for the happiness of lis subjects, il such a feoling la
known 1o e Mahmajah, must be {eeble and worthless indeed,
pinee it cannot even rouse him to ascoriein for himsell the
condition of the people from whom he derives his wenlth, and
for whose well or ill-being Ze is responsibie !

D
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Tt 19 rarcly even, that he fakes the trouble to visit the
Cashmere valley ; he sits apart in his Juxurions palace at Jamoo,
contented to receive such reporis of the slaio of his couniry
as hig officials may choose to furnish him with,

, \ . .

From time Lo time, some of the numerous complaints of his
banelnl administration, which circnlale in newspapers and in
the talk of society, must pencirate the seclusion of ihe royal

chambers, ITa hears them apparently unmoved (I}—wilh
indifference or contempt, and never seems to have conceived,

the iden of invesligating their truth or falschood for himself;
or of seeing with his own eyes, and hearing with his own
ears, the actual condition of his people. Ile irusts ever .
{hing to his dihwans and wuzeers, who are Ilindoos of
a different onste from his own, are ill edueated, toinlly
ignorant of English forms of government and of Inglish

1deas of justice,

There is nol only no link between the governing class
in Cashmere and the native inhabilants of the eountry, bul
there are ull those deep-rooted antipathics which musi exist,
hetween Mussulmen and Ilindoos, Those who know the
feeling thal exists bebween the twvo races, do nol require {o
be told ihat s couniry whose population ig entirely composed
of followers of one erced (a), and whose governing power
is ontirely composed of adherents of the other, must be

oppressively and unjustly ruled,

That Mussulmen and Ilindoos 1o a certain exient amalgn-
male in Ilindostan, is no evidence to the coutrary, They

"

(@) The proportion of pundlits is too small Lo bo taken into consideration,
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have the common feeling of dislile Lo Lhe linglish ; and, more-
over, the Mussulman of India has lost alinost all the distine
guishing characteriatios of his raco and voligion. Nono of
the noble qualities whiclh onee animated (he [olloweas of
‘that areed in o many quarlors ol the globe, are to De found
in the semi-llindooized, und oconsequently dobmsed, Mussul-
man of India.

The paople of Cashmere, however, (ns L hope to shew in
a future work,) ave possessed of many eharacteristics, hobh intel-
lecbual and moral, which command our vespect and admiru-
tion ; and amongst them, the religion of Mahomot, nlthough
sullied by long contael with idolators, is slill kepl up
with much .of its anciend purity, and with n dovolion and
enthusism (hat would not have disgraced the best days of
Islamism,






CILAPTER 1L,
TIHE STTAWL SYSTEM,

Tun “poshm” which reaches Cushmere by the ordinary
traders, is bought up in its raw state and spun into thread
of different degwes of fineness by women, the wives of ghal
and gida bafs, merchants, and even of shop-keepers and
others who are unconngeted with the shawl {frade (@), 'They
sell it in small quantitics 1o shop-keepers (&) in the bazar,
from whom it is bought by tho karkanders and othors,

In order,to understand the shawl system in Cashmere, il
will be necessary to consider separately that: of those which |
are worked by the loom and thosge which are wovked by tha
hand, since 1he classés of people employed in ench, and the
government rogulalions aflecting thom, aro essentindly different.

Wo will first examing

The Twom System.~A. kavkandor 18 a showl mannfactovor
who employs under him n number of shawl bifs (e)——{rom 20
or 30 to 800. Ile huys the spun throad from tho poBiwinee,

(e} 1t scoms Lo bo econsiderod a nocessary hranch of (he cdueation of the
fuir sox in Cashmere, and to bo & very rnciont instituiion among them,

(5) ‘The Cashmeore nameo for these people is * pobiwinen.”
{¢} Shawl bitfs, or shagirds, avo Zpom workmon, Sida bifs ave thoso who ©

menufacture the plain pushmine by tho hand, with the agsistance of w amnll
frame, Rufodgns work the pattorn upon tho plain pushming by the hand,
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and gets it dyed of different colours befare 1t is dislribuled
among his workmen. There are aboul 100 karkandes 1n
Cashmere, small and great, all of whom live either in Snnagur
or Islamabad; but the houses in which their shawl Lals work
ave in different parts of the valley, the largest number being
in the towns of Pampur and Sopor. A number of overseers
arve therefore necessary {o superintend the work, to he respon-
sible for the pushmina, and to dvaw the pay of the workmen,
ete, These people are called ustdd (a woid which signifies
master or, sometimes, {eacher) there is usually one over evory
25 or 30 shawl bafs, At the end of each month, the ustdd
talkes to the karkander an account of the work performed in
that time by each of the men under him, and dratvs so rhuch
pay for each, whigh is 1egulated by the amount of work done,
The sum thus realized by the shawl bif is usually from thres
to five chilkee rupees a month, inelusive of the amount
deducted by the Government for rice, whioh is sold to the ghawl
béafs undet conditions which I shall explain presenily, Such
a sun is not sufficient to support a family with any approach
to comfort, even in so ferbile a couniry ag Cashmere (),

The inability of the karkander to pay his workmen a higher
rate of wages, I shall now proceed Lo demonstente.

The annual tax levied on each karkounday up to the lat
Dacomber, 1867, was Ry, 47-8 (chilkee rupees) for sach shawl
hif in his employ ; from that date a reduclion way made of
11 ehilkee rupees, The method of raising this lax is some-
what complicated, and most liable Lo abuse.

A

() Tha hsl of prices at the Government kolas, given in the lash
chapter, venders this appirent (p. 14).
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There is in Srinagur o large Govornment office, callud th
Déghshali, in which are employed about 200 pundils*for
purposes which I shall explain, At their head 18 st offieia]
commonly ealled the Dardgha of the Ddghshili, Belors n
loom shawl ean o logally made, n small piece of the intended
degree of finencss must he brought to {the Ddghshal. The
proposed size is nnmed, and tho price 18 thus oalenlated; the
picce then receives the Government stamp, and is laid wp in
the Daghshali, The karkander reseives a paper deseribing
the shawl and giving the date of the stamp, for which he pays
at the time Rs, 18°1%2 per cent, on the price of tho shawl;
when the shawl ig nearly completed, itis {aken to the Digh-~
ghili, and the slamped picce iy worked into it. No loom
shawl ean of course be sold withoul this stamp ; and in ordex
to ascertain that no karkander puls in hand » shawl without
firstb obtaining it, some of the Ddghshdli pundils are
continnally employed in inspecting the different karkhanas (2)
throughout the towns and the [ew villages In which there
may happen to be any,

It appears that thoy are in the habit of demanding and
vecelving from the karkanders illegal vemunoration for theiy
boat-hire, road expenses, oto., which, as their visils are nooos-
savily very frequent, must nmount to o econsidorable sum,

At the end of egch yeor,the amount paid into thoe Digh-
;hith by each karkander is caloulsied by the offeinls of that
gifice, and compured with the amount he would have paid
§ad the tax of Rs, 47-8 por shawl baf been {aken from hLim
getead.

' -
tr T - - i - Siderr .y

W

F

Em) A korkhona {s a houso in whieli looms for making shawls ave set up,
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The deficiency is then paid by the karkander; it varely ox
never happens that he has paid pereentage in exoess, hecanse
he entertrins a doubtl (not, I suppose, unfounded) that in the
oevend of his having done o, ihe difference would not be
refunded to hip'by the dardghn, Ile restriels himself, there-
fore 1o the making of such unmber of shawls the tax upon
which will not exceed the amount of the original impost of

Rs. 47-8 per shawl baf annually.

4

That such an arrangement 1s detrimental to the interests
alike of Maharajah, karkander and shaswl bdf, and benefieial
only to the officials of the Ddghshali, iy evident enough, It
is not, however, the interest of the Maharajnh and the
karkander which eall for any special consideration, but those
of the unfortunate shawl baf, In order to understand moro
fully the situation of that individual, and the principal ecauses
of the wholesale emigrations of shawl and sada bals to the
Punjab, it will be neecssary to adveri to an occurrence which
happoned at Srinagar in the year 1866. In the spring of
that year, the Dihwan Kirpa Ram was appointed to sueceed
‘Whuzeer Punnoo in the post of Governor of Cashmere.

On his way to take yp his appointment, he was met at
Banilial by from 1,200 to 1,600 shaswl bifs, who enme to
complain to him concerning lwo matbers, First, that in con-
sequence of tho Government order, no shawl baf was allowed
to purchase more than ecight kharwahs ®) of shallee yearly,
and that such an amount was insaflicient for their support.

Second, thal {the deduction in thggprice of ghallee ,'
.to them by Government, which had been ordered by thé

(«) Seo note to p. 12 nnd p. 14,
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Muhainjal ahbout (hroo years befovo, should be allowed Lhem
i]]. fﬂllr

This requires some explanation, which will fwrther illuslrnto
the system of Cashmere governmont. Soon aller Lhe noces-
sion of Gulab Singh, the rapee of the country, called that ol
TTurree Singlia~—value 8 annas—was changod by. him for the

presenl ohilkeo coin, value 10 annas,

All taxes, however, romained al the same amount of
rupees | Thus the karkander’s tax of Rs. 47-8 Ilnrrco
Singhia was changed to 47-8 chilkee rupees ; necessarily the
prices of everything rose in proportion, nud the shmv[ hivls,
about six years ago (@), most reasonably 1*@(111L3Lu.1 that  for
such amount of work as formerly ountitled them (o & Ilurreo
Singhia rupee, they should now receive a chilkee rupee.
They preferred their request to the Maharajab, who deeided
{hat half of thedifference bebween the old and tho new coin
should be paid Ly the karkander, and hall by tho Govorn-

ment, 1o the shawl bis,

Tt wag favther deoided that the manner in which this Inst
portion should be liguidaled, was 10 be by A remission of
two and ahalf Company’s annag in the price of ench lhatwah
of shalleo sold by the Govornment Lo tho shavwl bif (¢ (9). Shalleo
should therelore have been sold to Lhe shawl bAL at the vato of

{(¢) Aboul bwolvo yonrs Altor tho shange of coin,

(6) By this avangemont, Governmont did nob iy half the difforonce, sineo

only'olght khavwals wore ghe wﬂ yeamly bo encli plwavl BAf.  This gives 20
snnng yonrly from Governmentto cnoh ma\l bl J3af, conipubing thy wagoes

of o shawl bal at Ra. 4, Lhe difforonco raquu'ﬂd by him in » yenr would bo
06 annas. G'tmrm'numnb therefore paid somowlint loss Lhan ono-lhhid of tha

dlilforonce,

N
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17% annas per kharwah, but the Dardgha of the Ddghshali,
named Rajkavk, through whom the Government shallee was
sold to 1he shawl bafls, ordercd that they should pay 18 annas
per kharwah, intonding fo malke hall an anna oneach khnrwah

for himselfl (&),

This, therefore, wans the sccond  cause of complaint, for
which, after waiting soma three yoars, the shaw! bafs assem-
bled to petition their new Governor, Kupar Ram, on his arrival
in Cashmere. The answer they received from him wag, that
ho would listen to their complainls when he veached Srinagur.
‘When that event took place, he was again waited upon. by
the ehawl bifs, bul they only obtained an answer that ho
would atlend to them in a fow days, This process hznring-
been repealed two or three {imes, the shawl bils assemblod
themselves togelhor, in a somewhat riolous manner, on the
muidan heyond the eanal at the back of the city, 1o consulb
over their wrongs and grievances, In bitter and despairing
mood ihey made a wooden bicr, such as Mussulmon use to
carry their dead to tho placo of interment, and placing a cloth
over ity earried it fo and fro in  procession, exelasiming
“ Rajkark iy doad, who will give him a grave?’ The house
of the individual thus honoured overlooked the maidan, and
the whole proceeding was apparent enough {0 him. Ilo went
to the Ctovernor, Iupar Ram, wlho gave him somo 300 o 500
sepoys with whom he proceeded {o t%:; muidan, Tho Elm{*:rl.
bafs fled at the approach of an mmEd force, and in the
crowding and hwvry of {heir flight some five or six wotro
drowned in the wajers of the canal, . Tho aflair was reporied

LA
b ] i
— i ¥
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7

(@) Whothor the shaivl Difa wore actually mado 16 pay 18 nunas, op only
ordovetl o pay if, a8 wn obsouro poini, upon whielh I cannol pronounce
with eprfainfy.
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to Jamoa, but no enquiries appear o have been made at tho
{ime., About o month and a half allerwards, Rejkarle did
veally die—with unenviable'{celings, one ean fancy-—and the
shatwvl bals were loft to purchnse their rico at tho redneed
rates in peace, The restriction as to quantily, however,
vemained unchanged, until by the deerce of the Ist Docombor,
1867, the boon of permission to purchasze elovon khamvahs of
shallee yearly was granted to the family of cach shatvl bal,

The manner of solling the shallee to the shawl baly is ng
follows :—On the arrival of the grain in Srinagur, o large
amount is set aside for the shawl bils, and porlions of it are
from time to time made over Lo the dardgha fov them. Whon
that official receives an order for so much shallee {rom {he
(Xovernor, ho lakes his aceounts, and writes ordors for each ol
the karkanders, enlitling {llhiem {o receive so mueh rice,
necording to the number of moenin their employ, from corlait
specified boats, The karkander, on recoipt of the order, sonds
for the boal or boats named, and distribules the rice to his
shawl bifs, keeping an account of {the amount delivored 1o
each, to bo deducled from hig monthly wages, the karkandler
being himsell charged with the lolal eost of 1ho rico in his

account with the dardgha.

Such was the way in which tho shawl Lifs wore allowed to
purchase their eight kharwahs, and are now allowed o purs
ohase their olevon kharwahs yonrly, It is unnceossary Lo poink
éub the endless confusion, mistakes, and covinplion which must
entor into such an aangement ; and {his also ig o ho nofed
regarding il, thal oven now, although a sufilciont amonnt
of rice 18 provided for the use of thoe shaivl bil én tke pear, yo!,
sinee it i not given in {he Iump, bud in portions from timo ic
time, ho may at certain seasons find himsell short,
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Such was, of comrse, froquently the cease under the eight.
kharwah systom, when thoe shaw] baf and his family were ofton
reduced 10 a stato of somi-starvalion,

Unable to obtain vice from lis mastor, the kavkandor,
who had izsned all that be had received from {lie dardgha, he
(the shawl baf) went o that offieial 1o complain that his rice

was lamporarily withheld,

The dardgha sont for the karkander, who produced his
accounts, shewing that he had distributed all $he riee he had
received, and the dardgha having' also expended all that
he had received from the Governor up to that date, the unfor.
tunate shawl bal was, of course, {old io go about his
businoess ().

{

By the Maharajah’s proclamation of the 1st Deeomber, 1867,
that “a conrt for the shawl bafs has been appointed, under
the title of the Dardgha-i-Shal-Davg,” the davdghn always
had power to punish ghﬁwl bifs and sdda bals, and to adjust
their complaints, so far as the Governmoent system pormitied
him; and some 50 sepoys are always present during the day
at ihe Daghshali for the exoceulion of his ordors., The only
difforence now is, thal another oflicial is to hold cutichorry in
the Déghshali, and attend {o complainis, Tlo ig, howover, in
n posilion imnferior 1o that of the dardgha, and therelore (in an
Bastern CGovernment) subgorvient {0 him ; and moroovar,
gince the complaints of iho shawl bMs arve always cither of
goant supply of rice, or small payment of wages, the imposa
sibility of any adjasbment is evident enough |

o h rl —— & a—
F - Ty L T

" (@) Tho sune ovils may happen now wnder the oloven-khaywal aystem,
aiince the whole nmount cannob possibly be suppliod Lo the dardgha, and con-
gequently not to tho shawl bils, ut one tine,
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The most delestable piece of opprossion commilled againsi,
the shawl bafs is, howevor, thig, - that none of them are pevw
mitted to relinquish their employment withoul (inding a
aubstitate; which, of course, it is almosi always impossible

to do |

. The shawl baf may hecomo balll blind, ag many of them
do from the nalure of tho work ; hoe may coutraoct othey
diseascy, which the sedenlnry life; and the feolid atmosphoro
of the low rooms, engender and ripen; lie may long 1o take
up some obher employment, which will permit him to breathe
the frosh air, to reernit the unstrung nerves, the sramped
sinews, and the weakened frame; and to prelong tho poor
boon of existence, which the fearful toil of {tho loom ig
hurrying to ils eclose—no ! nothing but death ean release
* him from his bondnge, since the discharpe of a shawl b
would reduce ithe Maharajal’s rovenue by 86 chilkoes a

year,

Is it nol sirange that the Govornmont of Indin should
have the power Lo removo by a word theso misorios and
sullevings, and will not say il ?

Do those who ara in powor ever spend a thought upon the
peoplo whom their predecessory sold into slavary ?

Do they ever pieture 1o themsclves those low-roomed, il
ventilatod abodes, where the loom-workers sit ab their (2)
forced lpbour day afler day, foiling for {heir miserablo
pittance ?

. T

ey .
- L w w —

, () That is, .7 forcod” in many instanoes 3 of courso they do nof all wanl
to give il np,
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Those gaily-coloured threads of wool are nol the only ones
which these looms woave to their completion! Threads of
lifa, more costly than those of the sofiest poshum, whose
price will De demanded hy Ileavon yot, are spun oul thore on
tha loom. of gickness and suflering,

Denth or flight aro the only doors of iclease open 1o the
heavy-laden shawl hifs; and thus we have arrived ab an
undarstanding of the canses which have produced those
extensive emigrations of the Cashmere shawl bifs 1o the
Punjab. Bub tho latter allernative is only possible to a man
in tolerable health and slrength, sinco the diffieullics 1o be
encountered, including the guarded outiels of the valley, are
many and greal, Many of the fugilives malke their way
over remole and dilieull mountain passes, obtheis by iempo-
rarily atlaching thomselves to an Lnglishman’s camp,—one
way or another they conlrive to veach the Punjab in congidor.
able nymbors, and find, in exile, & refuge (rom the Mahnvajol’s
officials of the Ddgshili, Ts it not almost ineredible that
the Government of India has only 1o say a word {o restore
these unhappy beings {o their homes, and happiness and
comfort {o hundreds and thousands of suffering [amilics
throughout Cashmere, and will not say it ?

Consider the half-despairing feeling of one of those refugeo
shawl Difs as ho preparos to fly liko o hunted felon [rom his
wife and children ; for to inke 2Zem with him is, of course, an
impossibility |  IIow many o miserable hour must he have
Inown, debating with himgell whethor or nol, to take the final
gbep | Consider what musl have Dbeen undergone, in most
cnsos, Defore he con bring himsell to leave the dear ones
of his home with tho uncorlainly of ever agnin heholding
them |
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A diffieult and dangerous path bofore him, the possibilily
of capture and imprisonmoni, the uneovlainly of what he
ghall meet with in that unknown land which he hag heard of
by the name of the Punjab, which they tell him tho “snhibs”
rule over, and do mot sufler the poor to be oppressed!  Tha
jowrney ncrogs the mountains is, indeed, easy enongh fov an
Englishman with hig camp and all ils comforts and appliances ;
bt what s it for one of these unlriended ouleasts, with
scant supply of clolhing, food, sheller, and ihe dread of
oopture and punishment continually before his eyes 7

The Toglish traveller, as he pauses on his plonsani jomney
towards Cashmere, and looks up at the bright snow.glad sum.
mils towering above him, and perhaps thanks God—if Ie have
any gift ihal way~—for munking this ecarth so Dbeantilul,
Leeds not thal other aspeet of the world, which the pale,
worn figure hastening past him might revenl. IIo flies
Iike a hunted felon, as I snid, and his crime is—povorty ! )

Of these fugitives I have learnl thal they are in tho habil
of (sending supplies of money to their f{umilics, ng oceasion
offers, by some trader or other returning to tho Valloy ; nnd
I am told that the confidence thua placed 19 nover abusod,
Surely this one fnol spoaks volumes in favour of tho Cushmore
charactor () in regard 1o those lwo qualitics, which thoy
certainly oxhibit in @ marked degreo (considering that ihey
aro an Asialic race)~—namely, honesty and loving-kindnoss.

I never yol heard of an Tnglishman having had anyihing
glolen by a Cashmeerte, and liave very rarely heard of thefl

mnllapler

P i I el vy

(¢} The peoplo of Cashmoro aro imjustly abueod by intevostod peoplo, wio
support the Jmeo Clevernment, and also by tiavellors whoso knowledgo of

thown is hmted o boatmon, shukaries, und ofhors with whom {he Englieh
visibor ordinarily comes in contuct,
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among themselves, In their villages, any ona who may hav
become incapacitated from old age or sicknoss, and who ha
no near relations to look after him, 18 supported by the com
munity, In the eities, cspecially in Srinngur, food an
money are given to all of 1he poor who may come 10 agk fo
them from tho houses of those who arg tolerably well off, o1
fihe 11th of every month (), as well as on all their saored days
and especially on the occasion of the Lido, and throughoul 1h
month Ramaddn. Il were easy for me to mulliply instances
of this and other traifs in their character worthy of admira:
tion, but these pleasantier aspeets of Cashmere are somewha
forcign fo our immediate purpose, nor have I ab present {ime
to speak of them. To refuurn thereforo :

The family of a refugeo shawl baf is by no menns left in
peace ; [or, according to Ilindoo ideas of justice, infraclion of
the law Dby any member of 1he commimity implieales all his
relations, The karkander, of* eourso, immedintely informs
the dardgha in ovder that his tax may be decrcased (4),

The dardgha sends a sepoy to the house of the fugilive, and,
wife or mother or falher, ov probably all of them, axe bronght

up before the Dégshali.

e L i o B . |

(¢ This cugtom i in 10mombrance of their prophot Das Ghyr, whose
ghrine g8 m the onvitons of tho eily, nosv the Bagh-i-dilawar-khian, nad is

probubly one which thoso who thoughtlessly abusoe tho Onshianera peoplo ave

ontivsly ignovant of.
(3) Which js nof done, howover, uniil the end of the yoar, ovon in caso

of death, Thus, if a shawl bAL dies in tho flist month of the yoar, the kaikans
dov pays tax for olovon monihs for s desd men! and when the name of
the dofunct is ab Just ovased from tho Ddgshdli list, tho offlelnls of that

admirable instibution mako the kakander pay o feo Lo thom in honor of iho
ocoasion |
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They are fined a rupee or two, or suffer 2 few days’ im-
prisonment, by the Government, whose cruelty and injustice
have driven from them, in some cases, their almost only means

of support.

Such is the case of those who fly from the Valley ! DBut
how many are there who would fain fly and eannot, who
are driven tp their unhealthy, and sometimes fatal, labour in
the karkhana by the sepoys of the Dagshali |

¥ * e e e

Such is the loom system, and the misery which it produaes |
The obvious remedy for most of ity ovils would be the abolition
of the Dagshali, and the institulion of a trionnial census
of the shawl bafs, shewing how many wero al thal time
employed by ench karkander. The tax, which ought to be
lowered to 26 or 80 chilkee rupees on each shawl bAf annually,
should ke colleoted 1n advance, by which arrangement the
karkander would be enabled to inerense the number of his
workmen for three years, without an inerease of fax (the
Government af tho same time reaping the corresponding bonefi
of sustdining no loss by a possible deerease iu the number
of workmen). At the ond of the frst three years, the
leszors wonld probably shew an inerease in tho total numboy
of shawl bafs, and in the course of six or nine yers, the
Government revenue from lhe loom shawl tax would ost
likely bo lavger than it is now; and, what is of more imporks
ance, the karkander would bs enabled, and should be compelled,
to raise the present wages of his shawl bafs to 10 or 12
chilkee rupees & month, thoreby enabling them to livein their
?I’mﬁi?ﬁ country in very tolerable comfort: provided that the.
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law of foteed lnbour was abolished, and a reasonable imoney
tax, ingtend of produce, taken from the zemindas (),

As the matter stands at present, the condilion of the shaivl
bAf has only been bettered to the extent of 8% chilkes rupees
a year, by the remissions of the 1st December, 1867, Ti now
remains for us to examine

THE HAND.WORK SIHAWL SYSTEM.

A sida baf is the workman who makes the plain pushmina
fiom the spun poshm, uwpon which the oploured threads are
afterwards worked with needlos by the workman who is
ealled a ““rufodgn.”’ The sada bifs are immediately under the
dmogha of the Daghshali, andin that olice a register of
their names 1g always kept; for, like the shawl bifs, they are
neither allowed to leave the walley nor relinguish their
employment, The sdda bifs hay the poshm themselves
from the basaars, and manufaeture pushmina usually n thoir
own houses, spmatimes employing an agent to gell iti for them
to (he merchants and others. No pushminn cun, of course, he
gold by them withent the Dighshili stamp; the lnx on which
is levied nt the rale of 104 chilkeo rupees for 44 ymds of push-
mina. Pundite are employed, aimilarly to those who visit
the karlhanas, to nseortain 1hal ne pushmina is sold by a
side baf without baving paid ihe above tax, T s said that
their visils are dreaded by the sdda bdfs, since the pundils
oblige them to pay a sorp of black-mail, undey pratence of
boab-hire, voad expenses, &e,

1 5k Y rl . |
iy’ L4

¥ et S e L wf iy

(@) Tt is vnnecessary Lo poiut oub tha facilitios fov evasion of tho tax ns
it: is at presont collosled, by collusion hetweon the dnidgha and the karkander,
which ‘would be in » grovt menstue 10moved by the instatubion of & telennjal

1R
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When plain pushmina is bought from a sada bal (or the
purpose of having a palbern worked upoun it, ov of heing
dyed, it must be again taken to the Déghshdli, where the
first stamp is washed out, and a paper given by the owner, iv
which the intended ground colour is named ; as soon as ib is
dyed, it, must be again iaken to the Ddgshali, and a sceond
stamp 15 affived, and a second tax of 18 chilkee vupeos is levied
upon the same 43 yards. The shawl work may then be ecom.
pleted upon it; when finished, it is taken for a fourth time fo
the Déghshddi, when the owner receives a certifiente thal the
tax has been paid, which he is bound to give fo the pmcliaser
of the shawl], who is required to prodmee it at the custom
houses thiough which it may have to pass on ils way lo the

Punjah or elsewhere,

The amount paid by a ruflodga or other to a sidn LAl for
a piece of plain pushmina s one chilkes rupec per yard, 7
addition 1o the market valae of the thrend and the cost of
the Daghshali stamp. '

A yard cannol be made under {rom two to four dnys; the
position, therefore, of the sida DAl is bul slightly boltey
than {hat of his brother of the loom, bul he is not, allowed Lo
lonve {He valley or relinquish his {rade,

The eivcumstances of the rulodgn ave tolerably comlurtable,
nor is hé in the same state ol serldom ag the shaw! and the
gidas, DAL, being permitlod the privilege of changing or
giving up his trade, shonld he wish to do so,

Frdprarmh ﬂ*—’#ﬂwwa—-_,.,
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TRANSPORI OF SUPPLIES FFOR TROQPS.

A 1AreE number of {roops being usually kepl in {he coun
tries of Gilgit and Astor, supplies of rice, cto, ave sent up
in the autumn of every year {rom Cashmere for their
age. Zemindars are pressed from every part of Cashmore
to carry these supplies, They are collested by the diffevent,
kardaxs from the villages under their respective control, where
a kind of register is kept, that each house may furnish its
quota of men in turm, Those who are thus collected are
paid from 4 to 7 chilkee rupees for the double journey by
their kardar, and sent by him in charge of a hurkdra lo
Bandipoor, where there is a gort of depdt presided over by a
Hindoo official. Tiom him they reccive their loads, with n
memorandum of the amount which they have to deliver to the
Governor of Astor, and from him they bring back a receipt
to be presented to the official at Bandipoor, Now, sinco the
full amount that an ordinary man can carry is given to 4 o
zemindar, and since little or nothing can he purchasell on
the rond, it is obvious that he must cithor ont part of his
load, ox starve,

Nevertheless, on his return fo Bandipoor, the quantity
thuy rendered deficient, as shewn by the receipt, is {akon
from the zemindar in money | (¢) The jowrney from Bandi.

—
o

ey ST

(@) I believe, however, that it is now usunl Lo send the aupplies hy ile
zemindars only as far ng Guris, from wheneo thoy are {wmnsported on
ponies, What the payment is on this mengement, T do not know.
In proporion, I suppose, to whai 15, 01 recently wns, the payment of
g zenunday for the whole distance,
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poor to. Astor, fov a Indon; man; ~oceupiey . twelve. . days,
~ Such, is. the. urdlnﬂry system in. time of - ‘pesice ;.. and if
'-',._thls Were ull, _1t would: nub pm'lmps, cnnmdermg Lha far
.:.__"greu.ter ﬁw.la ‘than’ 1nadequﬂte ‘payment (a) . for work that
f’-’dlsgraﬂe the Gﬂvm"nment of - the" Gountr, “he. scm‘ﬂely-
" worth- wrlt,mg* about, Bul. when somo . of . the ﬁequent_
.‘}_dmtmsbﬂncag i Gllglt neuesmtate zm mareused numl,}er:
:-'l‘-'of Sroops, the Cashmeerm ammndm*s_, and u{,hers., lmva to
'3-:auﬁ'eu worse emls th'm a mnnth 0L two r.:-[' bﬂd aud 111 patd

ﬂubﬂur'

The lqsst nccamon was. in 1866, Tu the fsummer of that year;
1b wag’ suppuﬂed to.be necessary to seml up an unusunl numberf
“of: froops, -and zemmdars, bnatmen, and even tvadesman of

= e e e e st e ik o : ™ : e '

RO Grossly: inadequate cevtainly, = A zemindar will ordinarily. have . three
_'duya ]mu-uay frmu his ﬂllaga to. ZBundllmnr, I:wehrﬂ a:'lnya to Astor, w]mra he
'_w1ll bo dulnyed for n few. daya 3 he will also bo dnlnyad ut Bnnﬂmanr 13 wull_
. going ps rﬂtuvning 3 _thnrafm*a Hm cluuh!n ,]ﬂm'ne;v,r Jrom his mlirﬁye tu “Agton
and- Elarm{ cmmul: take less L]mn fifty duys. For. this tha zﬁnuuﬂm' receiven fmm'
-"I'mu* bo EE‘FEH ﬂ]lllkﬂﬂ 1*1111&135. - Now, whon'an Englmh traveller takes fﬁll‘llnﬂﬂl‘ y
“into the. mmmtnma to not ng uanlw&, (uut. it} ﬂhﬂmrm, ‘wlm o pmrl a lugllm'.'
j'_'_'-::nte,) ho lmmllly gwﬂa tlmm aix. Onmlmny B 1-111::3&5 @ #;r:nutk and, 1‘1&35:1:21 o1
: aight m!lmut- rasgud, - .[‘hﬂ Eulmyﬂ in- Aﬂtur np}_}nﬂr to. be uut]:ar o gonbrol,
';hnd to itl-tiont Lha l:lﬂﬂ]_ﬂﬂ ul‘ thio ummu'y ag -mutely na ‘they plmma._ Whnn T
- wis in tlmt clisbr;mt in Qotobary 1867, 1. I‘nund & Bt}pﬁj" uhumug o “old mmn[;
_' _-_[md trymg Lu tﬂkn amnuthing from. lumm—-hia slmna I think, .1 mllﬂd the’ aepny,'f
;':huﬁ Im wauld nol. nﬂma o ratrentad tn the gum'd hnnaﬂ nf le vlllﬂga wlmru'
'-'_-‘n'ﬂﬁa uuma ntlmr ﬂapnyﬁ, intu whmh T puranﬂd him, nnd bl'ﬂughﬁ i t&my |
tenﬁ; wl;aml hnunﬂ lum w;uth rupea unrl rinda hitn sit'ne & piiiﬁaﬁer Hwitlmut_"
--.;_lua I:ulﬁm* Inp auma tm]a.

e Im&ntmn, t-Ina llhtlﬂ inutdmlt 111 Dt‘dm‘ t-:i 1'amin|:'l’“ﬂinﬂa' who - muy fﬂnl.
.,chtlﬂulixﬁd ﬂtllnnmug of T Bngllahmnn in Cashniovo; whu hot ¢ ﬁuutl'm* to'law?
blmt tlwnughuuh tlm dummiuna of I,hﬁ .]‘nmﬂu Guvarnmeut. tharg m p‘mpﬁul}'
spuﬂkmg "y, Zr:-:u.' (Eau {?Imptar lv.r—-I’nwurﬁ of ‘the Muglstrutu; Ainprigont’
mmlf Lerm nf, um*m* ﬁlmcl.liud E-.uu -3:-..)
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~theeity were praasad to carry- their supplies and ban*g-nge. 'l‘hay_
wera sent off in 4. hurry, mtlmut the almhtast provigion being
made for thelr Todging, clothmg* or subsistence on the yond,
_5'_:_bay0ml thair allnwunaﬂ ﬂ[' one seor a/' riee & thry I'or theu‘ food |
:f'-andpnyment T T T

IL is cnmmﬂuly rﬂported tlmt; num]}m-s r::f tlmm dltad on
-':Lhnt ﬂcuuswu, many. of - tlmm dlcl eertmn]y dn} flurmg* that;
.J-'yem' on’ tha Gl]glt 1'uar] angﬂg;ud i um*rymg g'nvm*nmant;
”5_atn1'es, and fir o the causes I have. muntloneﬂ -naraely, want -
of fﬂod slmlter ‘and: uluthmg, but I bellevﬁ tlmt {.hﬂ nctuul'-.
tifoe was sumnwhat Iater; . After thusa who . had: beon sent'
'.'_'With the. troops had 1*:31.111:11@{1 to Cashmore, ik was fonid neocs-
<sary to sﬁucl f‘urther supphes_, it having beﬂn then determined
;'._-_to I{EE[‘I thﬂ mm'enﬂed numbar Of troopﬁ tlmrﬂ throun‘hﬂub tllﬂ
"wmter | | N | L

| Aeuurdlnmly Iuta in thu nutumn af 1866 tlm supphua were
__-sent on. the backs of zamludurs, ﬁﬂltﬂll f.'rorn theu‘ villages: in..
“the manner I ].HWG desemhed nud many 0[’ thnsa 11:1&11 tluacl 011
hjtha mud f'rmu aald e;*..hnusbmn ). :Lml wnnt of {'ﬂod ( ) S

| T hswe alsewhem tuken ncﬂnamn Lo notmfa Llua Lruly TImrloo-m |
fhk@ nob of bm*bnmhyﬂ, Thut tvas thén undor the 1 impression - that"
._'fthﬂ men-diad. durmg the summer, when sont. with the trnupa
o’ Gﬂglt “T-Qid ok, then  knaw “that the zemlndnrﬂ Lad
'-}bean again sent late in tlm uutumn, ni; which time. it appenrs
: tl‘;mb the dauths nccumd ['x*om the  couses 1. huva mﬂnunnﬂd
;"'"EThe 1;1humu111ty of the zmthnmi;ma mﬂy nppem's morg glurmg
_‘-I".f'u mbha* ﬁmt 0{' thelr havmg sent mﬂu thhaut mly Et]ulp- =

{ Lo i
—‘;'“_ L s ---Ir : g 1 by I-|---|---'\-.l| n de-lll' -

1
--—_--.-n- wrh
L J"""

L

(.;;) s« W'unt uf‘ fuud," ultlmugh tlmy :mrrmfl rico nn Hmn' 'i}nnlm, nuw:.-,, in

f-,ftha nbsmma ﬂf I'ul;flI mld unnar:qumul; of hmlmg wntm‘. 1'11...& i not weallable
for'food,
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mont, along a road like thatl, from Cashmere to Astor, at auch
a geagon of the year, It was necossary, no doubt, to supply
the troops; bub if the Governmeni arrangemenis were so
extremely bad, thab no provision liad been made belorehand
in 8 place whaere there is always the possibilily of an
incrensed demand for troops, an adequate amount of equip-
menf, clothing, and arangement for the shelter of those
who wore sent up with the supplies should have been made,
But nothing of the kind was done; the men were sent off
over the passes with their heavy loads, and many of them

perished ag I have said,

A Hindoo-like act of barbarvity I have ocalled it, sinca it
proceeded nob so much from active cruelly as from a passive
carelessness to human suffering; a dull, slupid indifference
like that with which the driver of g bullock waggon in Hin.
doostan urges on his starved and yoke-galled heast, with blows
and foul language, uutil the miserable brute falls dead on the
road (@), I have travelled that rond fiom Aslor to Cashmere,
dnd oan teslify (&) that it 1y one of the worst of the mountain
paths which lead oub of Cashmere into the interior, both on
account of the steepness and height of the passes, and still
more from the searcity of villages, and the unwillingness
of the inhabitants to sell supplies of any kind,

il " T

i Fl
ey

() The atata in which bullocks, donkeys, and dik-gharry lorses are
froquently seen on the public 108ds of Hindostan, ie a disgrace to the Govarn«

mont of Tndis, Their owners would bo puanished fn Bugland 1 why ave they
permitted to esonpe In Indin? Thoe stuloe of the last ought to bs woll known
to the present Viceroy, who patronizes that mode of conveyance in his
anvunal Journeys between Bimla and Calonlin.

(&) There are mdeed two ronds from Guriis to Astor, but I was told that
the ons I drd not sco waw the worat of the two ; of cowae I do not know which
the zenundars took,
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T crossed the Kumori pass, which leads from the Gurlis into
the Astor vallay, in Ootober, 1867, It was covered with
snow for many miles on the Gurfis side, and for two daye’
journey on the Astor side. I saw no human habitation for ab
least three days in ocrossing from one valley to the other, and
no shelter of any kind (2), I mysolf, with sorvants, coolies,
tents, &o., and the advantage of fine weather, had some diffi-
culty ind the pass. We were shellerless by twilight in the
middle of the snow at a great elevation, and only sucsoceded 1n
reaching a spot where tents could be pitched, by obsorving a
part of the mountain side which we could deseend rapidly,
and thus reached a spob of ground free from snow as davk-

ness camae on.

Some troops had crossed a fow days beforo me, and the
number of dead tattoos by the side of the track boro witness
to the difficulty they had encountered.

But it was in the month of November thal, these zomindare
were senb up to Gilgih, where the pass must have been con-
siderably worse, and they were sent without the slightost
provision for their shelter, ololhing, or food, bayond the loads
of rice which they cavried on their backs, Zlow many died,
it is of course impossible to say ! What Ilindoo Government
would ever think of recording the namos or numbers of
thoso who had died in thoiy service ?

) :

Pioture to youwrself, oh reader! tihose desolnte gecenes
where the Cashmere zemindars had to lay down thelr lives!
None save those who have scen such ean fully roalize their

R A ' [ —y by

(@) Exzcept that whon I orossed theie wovo 1o temains of & fow Wigivame
putup by troops, who lind passed three or four days bofore, and whioh wonld
ba destroyoed by the first storm,

T
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hovrors, No imaginntion is pewerful ennugh to realize them :
the waste, hopeless aspest of the unbounded streteh of snow ;
the iutensely keen blast of the wind, which strikes you with
the foree of an eagle’s wing as il sweops down upon you
through the ravines ; above and around you are snowy penks
and snmmits, and precipitous slopes of rock, upon whose
edge sits the avalanche waiting for his prey.

Throngh such scenes, hoeavily laden, the =zemindars
take their way. Powerful and hardy are the song of Cash-
mefg ; patiently they toil onwards throngh the drifting
snow, in the name of Allah and his prophet! Mnny
encourage each other with words of hope: it may be that
they will yet reach the oiier side in safety, Alas, nol
From two or three the strongth is alveady departing, and
the keen wind is paralysing the sinews,

Slowly the conviotion fastens wpon them that they shall
never quit those fiightful golitudes, never sco again their
homes, nor those who dwelt there wailing their return, far
off in the suony vale of Cashmeres |

Whao dare realize such thoughts—such moments ?

% * % * ®

Lt us lenve the stene of denth, DBat oh, British reader !
forget not that these and other frightfol miseries are pro-
duced by a government whose chief is a feudntory (a) of
the British erown; by a government which derives its per-
manence from the profsction of the British rule; by a
government which the British powor foreed upon the people
of Cashwere; by n government mto whose hands British

relirmlinkinli el . -

(@) See the Treaty of March, 1848,
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statesmen sold the people of Cashmere; by a Government,
therefore, whose existenco is o disgrace Lo the British name !
It is at onee a memorial of that fonl aet, when, lthe the meh
traitor of old, we barleved innocent lives, whioh fate placed
in our hands, for a few picces of silver,

And it is o standing witness that we accept that act of
the past, wow that ils consequences have been seen, and take

the burden of its respopsibility upon ourselves,

A







CHAPTER LV,
MISCELLANROTUN

Tae punishment for killing a cow used formerly to he dealh
but on account, I believe, of the remonstrances of the British
Government, it was changed to imprisonment for lifo, The
method, however, of carrying ont the mitignted sentonce
renders il saavcely more morciful than the eapital penalty.

The Hindoo vengeance cdoes nolt only fall upon the aciual
cow-killer himself, bus on the whole of his family ; and all
who in any way participated in, or wero cognizanl of the deed,
are imprisoned with him also, T holieve for lifo !

In addition to this, afier each day’s Invesligation info {he
cironmstances of {he so-ealled crime, they avo cwnelly flogged,
and when consigned to prison ave hranded and toriured with hot
irons (2). Insufficiont food, and goneral eruel treatment, hasten
their denths, belore which there hag baen, T heliove, no instance
of any one connceted with the slaughter of a cow having
beon relonsed. DBul no formal sentence is promounced in

any case when imprisonment is aswarded, whethor for small
offences or great ones,

The offender 15 sent Lo prison, and noither he nor any one
else knows how long he may be kepl thore, Tossibly there
are many who have been forgotten! (4)

ra—

(a) All the offenders are, T am told, subjectad Lo (orluve, but the actwal
dolinguont move soveroly than tho gihors,

(5) An insolvenb debbor is usunlly handed over by the courd Lo Lthe crediton
to sorve e a slave,
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Of justice, there is, in fact, liltle or none, Offences against
the Glovernmeni or againsl Ilindoos are punished with undue
suvelity, while offences perpetrated by Hindoeos or Government
officials are either passed over, or adjudicnted with partiality
and injustice, There has, indeed, been recently eslablished
in Sringgar a new court for the trial of petly ollences and
misdemennours, consisting of five Suni Mussulmen, two Shiab,
and three Pundits: this seoms o fair distriibulion of religious
bias ; but their powers only extend to aboul ten chilkee rupees
fine, nor does their court in any way interfere with the power
of the Chiof Magistrate Lo imprison whoever he pleases, for
uny canse or no cavse ! (a)

Before the advent of English visitors this year (1868),
a number of puisoners were, T beliove, sent in batches
from the Srinagur gaols to Jamoo, lest the number of
prisoners, and the causes of their punishment, should be
aseerlained and commented upon by the Buropean commu.
nity, This, however, 1 cannot vouch for, althongh 1 beliove

it to be perfeclly true,

The system of the cily poliee resembles ithak of the land.
tax system, in the number of diffarent grades of ollicials, and
donsequent facilities for DLribery and intimidalion swhioh ib
affords, There is & policeman-—myledar—~told ofl' to overy 20
or 80 honses; his business is not only to kocp ordor, but to
report to his zilladar sll that goes on. The zilladar is a
sort of constable, Maving R0 or 80 myledars under him;
he reports to the sub-kotwal, {he sub-kotwal to the head
kotwal, and the last-named funetionary to the Chief NMagis-

“teate.  If the subordinales bring a {alse accusation against

- L

-

(@) I only vefrain froyn giving apecinl instances [or fonr ol the consequences
to which {he sufforors might bo exposod,
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a family or an individual, {ho latter will somelimes esonpe
punishment; bub their aceusers are unpunished for the crime
of false nceuspilon,

The tax on the sale of land is enormously high, bemng
4% annas in the rupee (1) pxclusive of Lhe neoessary doweenr to
the clevlks, who are, of course, pundils. A marviage license
costs three rupees, and aboul a rupee more is {aken by the
pundits ; and in the cage of a second ov third marriage, in the
ense of the first wife or wives being alive, great difficulties
are thrown in the way of the Mussuiman by these officinls,
unless they ave properly bribed, sinee it appears that thoir
opinion as to the advisnbility of permilting a second mar-
ringe is consulted in many eases by the Magistrate, Some-
times the license is refused unless payment of Rs. 100 or
more ig made (¢}, In shorb, in this as in mosb other matiers
there is no law hul the will of the Magistrate,

* *: X Ly %

All classes of the Mussulman community are tax-payers,
except the tuilovs, Even {tho boatmmn, whoso pay is only
CoJs R, 2-8 a month, is taxed! Povhaps the poorest and
worst ofl' of all, except some of the shu\vl bils, Ave a clues of
people who live along the shores o' the Anchar lake, tiot fax
from the city. 'Lhey subsish on the sale of what they ocan
procure from the laka, consisting of a coarse kind of grass for
cattle, veeds which they weave into matting, and fish, which
by a vory recent order they ave permitted to eateh and sell,

For the privilege of thus making use of the lalkoe, thoy pay
a considerable yearly 1ax ta Government, It was impossible

[ - PR .

'l

(#) Thatis, {o the pundits It is commonly 1epoted that the progent
Magistiate, Dihwan Budiinath, is above taking bribes,
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to ascertain with any degree of certainty what the amount
was ; bul that they ave in a state of extreme wretchedness
and poverly, and thal the Government take a considerable
sam of money from them annually, is certainly true. I went
into some of the coltages, and found them in as miserable a
condition as the appearance of the people outside betokened-—
windowless, fircless, lightless, and baro !

Some children and others were shewn fo me suflering {rom
dilferent diseases. I gave them what I could, and told them
to come to my house in Srinagur, and that I would take
them to o hospital.  They never cante ; they seem quite hope-
less and unable 1o believe that any one would ever do any-
{thing for them, Their {ood is only rice, and the conrse vege-
tables they produce in their Inke gardens; and the only fuel
they ean procure is dried horse dung! And these people
pay taxes! |

There is no lack of fuel in this country. All round the
shores of the Walar Talo, magnificent foresls of deodar are
flonrishing in luxuriant strength and Leanty, bui the heavy
duties on wood, as on all other things which are brought info
the ciby or ils precinets, render the poorer classes utterly
unable to obtain it.

Aund now, before closing this long list of miseries and
atrocitios, there is yet one other misory and atrocity, and one
other iniguitous source from whence the Jamoo Government
derives its revenue, which I shall present for the consider-

astion of the reader,
¥

The sale of young girls in Cashmere to established houses of
ill-fame, 1s both protected and encotnged by the Government,
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and helps lo swell thal part of his revenue which the Maba.
rojali derives from* the wages of prostitution. e licousa
granling permission fo purchase n girl fov this purpose, evsts
about 100 chilkee rupees, and an additional payment is, [
believe, made to Governmeni when {he unfortunale vielim
enters upon her misarable eavecr. Tho vory {rel that such sules
take place, is due to the grasping and avaricious nalure of the
Government, since none but Lhe very poorest and lowest clagses
of the people ever sell their children (a).

It is with a Governmaont as with an individual ; one erime
stands not childless, hut is the fruitful parent of an hundred
more. Sale of children ig a consequence of paverly, which ig
produced, firgt, by extreme taxalion; and, second, by the high,
prices of all kinds of food, which is eaused by the Govermment,
syslem of taking {he land produce infe their own store-

houges.

Those who have been bought as I have described, canuob
even quit that life should they desive lo do so, since Lhay van-
not, ol course, raise money Lo repay to their purchaser either
the prieo paid for them or the liconse tax to Government,

It is nol maby years ago sinee obthors, who Zad not been
bought, wore nevertheless prohibited by Covernment from
relinquishing their foarful culling, and were r¢fused per-
mission lo marry, for lhe snme reawon as the shawl bAfs are

rer ) oy ey

ek Ty

- i

(@) Tho only oluss of poople who soli their children nve eortaiu of tho
villagers, who nra shoomakers anct worlers in Ioathov, Cho other Musanhnen
of Ounshmeio consdor Lhom fo be a low and degraded raoo, and will not oul
with thow, 1 once agked, “ What could induco the woman to sell hor elii)d p** ©
angd was answeratd, * Povorty " But no Mussulman of my othme olusa would
do sucl: 6 thing ; T would xather stagvo !

¢
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still prevented from turning to other employments, namely,
the loss of the high taxes (¢) which these two unfortunate
clagses of the people pay to Government.

I will offer no word of comment upon theso things; the
facts'speak eloquently enough for themselves, If {hey fail
to arouse pity and indignation and horror in 1he hearts of

Iinglish veaders, that class of people musl have changed
their natures since I left the civilized world eighteen months

ago to travel in the Ilimalayas.

el

() Bome of the naufel girla poy 80 and 100 chilkee rupecs n year. I am
told that these “unfortunate femnles” are now pormitted to marry, and twn
to a bottor and o hepprer hiio if (hey wish to do so. But thote ean be no
cortainty—scarcely probability—that the Jamoeo Government, whioch'continyos
to derive 10vonuo f1om the kind of “snles” T have dosciabed, will nol withdyaw
thig peamission and enfotee ite former bavbavous ovdow,

I know of one mstande in which n woman who entreated the Governmeni
to ba allowod to meiry and lead a virtuous hife, was 1efused ponmission to
do so. BShe atlempted to fly with s man she wished to marey, but was pre-
ventod or biought baclt, and 18 now what sho was before, I baliove thws took
place ouly thies yems ago, and mnulny baabmidy moy again o peipetiated
ab any moment—a tealb tho missionaries would do well to enlargo upon,




CIMAPTELR V.

MORATL AND POLITICAL REASONS TFOR TIT PLR-
MANENT APPOINTMENT O A RESTDENT AND
ASSISTANT TO CONTROL AND DIRTECT THE
ACTION O TILE JAMQOO GOVERNMENT,

CAT the present time we are all indulging in a harmless,
but not very dignified species of solf-glotification about the
Abyssinian war. The press is full of laudatory nolices of
Tingland’s eonduct on this great oceagion; we yead of “pure
and holy motives,” of  disintoresied action,” “a righteous
struggle for the noblest ends, &, A good opinion of sell is,
no doubt, as gralifying to a nation as it is to an individual.
Nevertheless, one cannot bhut Do rather foreibly reminded of
the old provorb, that ““sell praise is no praise ;7 and foroign,
nations who read our numerous self congratulatory axprag.
gions on having for onco achieved an unselfish public action,
may fecl {empled to sny thal such a eourse musi be soma-
what an unugunl ono wilh us, since its adoplion provokes us to
frumpet onr own praises fo all the four quarters of the globe,
in a sbylo that might have deseribed some hovoic and unaqual
struggle of o whole nation in defence of heavth and alte,
or of a wenk ally Lo wlhom Aer word was pledyed ! 13‘::1*]1:1,115 no
stronger inlernal evidence than this outhurst of self-laud-
ation for the performance of an aetl which it would have been
simply disgraceful not to have dono, could he found to
remind us that our character as a nation has sunk from what
i was, Theie wns n time, nol so vory long ngo, when we,
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almost single-handed, vesisied the oppressor of Turope, and
through the teriible campaign of the Peninsula gave {iecly
the lives of our best and dearest, that we might al last be
able to say lo Despotism, * Thus far, and no fwither I There
was n timo when we, first of nalions, led the way {o the
abolition of slavery, and at a loss and sacrifice which was
{elt in every house in ITngland, wo cast away the thing
which we felt to be an evil and a shame {rom amongsl us,

At that time England was looked np to as the ono power
whose public actions were based upon ofther than selfish
considlerations; she was hondred as the nation who would
flinch from mno sacrifice and from no danger to fulfil a noble
objeol, or defend a snored cause; and she was then, undoubt-
edly, the fiust of naiions in the world, Iler voice was first
in the councils of Euiope; her opinion on all great ques-
{ions twas waited for with eagerness, and heard with
voverence, What is her position now ? Others botter qualified
than I may answer that question. But whatever he her
position in regard to power, influence, authority, no one
can have the hnardihdod to assert thal she has a}ny longeér
ihe moral power and dignity 1hat were ohes accorded her in
the days when the “moval support” of Tungland was soma-

thing more than an empty sound, >

No one can imagine thal she relnins the charpotor of a
yenetous and high-minded nalion, so far as her public con-

duel is aoncerhed.

@mhapﬂ she dots nob eare whether she retajng it or nof,
But the frantic delight into svhich she scems to have beets
hrown by having actnally dons something which she need
10t be ashamed of, wounld scem o indicate the contrary ; and
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‘niluces me Lo entertain a fuint hope that she still retains
o sufficient regard for “pure and holy motives” to 1uduce
hor to perform that act of justice and merey which swoh
motives call upon her to underlake in bohalf of the people
of Cashimere, whom, in the year 1846, she sold into « slavory
but Little loss oppressive and deleslable, than thal whieh

she abolished from Ler domaing in the Westf:)

That such is the true light in whieh the question of
interference with the Jamoo Government ought to be viewed,
il 1¢ now my tagk fo shaw.

{Cnahmnra was sold to Gulab Sipgh under ihe followmg
cireumstances t—

By the conditions made with ihe Lahore Durbar, afler the
first Panjaly war, a cortain snm of money was demanded by
the Brilish CGovernment to defray the exponses of the eams«
paign ; bul the Durbar being unable to relund tho full amount,
it was regolved 1o take Cashmere and cerlain mneighbouring
hill states in liew of the defioiency, and 1o {ransfor theso to
Culab Singh for an equivalent sum, which amangement
presented the further adveniages of reducing the power of
the Bilchs, and of gaining Gulab Singh as oup ally.

Jn Cunningham’s © Ilistory of the Sikhs,” thereis the fol-
lowing passnge i~—“As two-thirds of the pecuniary indemnity
required {1om Linhore could not be made good,territory was talken
instend bf money, and Cashmoere and the hill statos, from the
. Baas 1o the Indus, were cat off from the Punjab andl transforred
to Gulab Singh, as a soparate sovereign, for a million of pounds
sterling, The nreavgoement was a dextorons one, 1 roforonce
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be only had {o the poliey of reducing the power of the Sikha;
but the tfransaction scems scarcely worthy of {he British
name and grentness, and the ohjections become stronger whon
il, is considered that Gnlab Singh had agreed to pay 68 lakhs
ol rupees as a fine to his pavamount before the war broke out,
and Lthal the cuslom of the Bast as well as Wesl requirves the
foudatory to aid his lord in foreign war and domestie sivife.
Grulab Singh ought thus to have pnid the deficient, million of
money as a Lahore sulject, instead of being put in possession
of Lahore provinces as an independent prince,”

&Suuh is the plain historieal siatement of the outward facts
cormecled wilh 1he sale of Cashmero; but there are certain
olbor considerations which give thal trausaclion a peen-
liarly odious aspeet, and render it o dark stain upon the

hisbory of the British 1ule in India, These are—

First, that in no portion of {he {reaty made with Gulab Singl
was the slightest provision made for the just or humane
govornment of the people of Cashmere and others upen
whom we forced n government which they delested,

For purposes entirely selfish, we deliberately sold millions
of human beings inlo the adseluie power of one of the mean-
esl, most avarieious, cruel, and unprineipled of men {hat ever

sat upon a throne,

Sccond, that after owr oxpuision from Cabul, and {he
murder of Shah Soojah, n Governmenl proclamation (#) was
1ssued, that Dost Mohnmed’s accession to the 1hrone was
patictioned by ihé British Government, © because principle

-

(¢} Ses Awnold’'s “Poliey of Lord Dalhousio,”




CASHMERE MISCOVIIUNMIENT, b

and policy alike {orbade that power to forco a ruler wpon a
reluctant people,”

Tive years had not passed when, by the {irealy of the
16th March, 1840, we proclaimed tho miserable hypoorisy of
the statemeni by which we had vainly sought {o hide our
weakness when Dost Mohamed regained his vightful kingdomy

It was contrary to our pringiple to lorce a ruler upon the
wild and turbulent Aflghans, to whom any seliled govern-
ment would have been a blessing, and who would not have
suffered any ruler to oppress them wilh impunity, Bul
Lord Hardinge and Siv Ilenry Linwrence failed 1o porecive
that there was aught unjuslifiable in foreing upon the
weak and unresisting people of Cashmere, not & ruler who,
like our Affghan puppet, was of tho samo 1aco, the same
religion, the same people as those upon whom wo sought {o
impoge him, but one of a creed between which and that
of Islam the most deeply-rooled antipathics oxist, rendoring
any sympathy, or any cordiality, or any sentimeni olher
than disgust and hatred, ubterly and for over impossible
batween the governing and governed olnsses.

Nor was il a ruler only whom wo forcad upon “ o reluctant
people,” bul, the erowd of rapacious and unprincipled
ministers, conrtiers, hangers-on of every grade wlho followad
the fortunes of CGulab Sing., These, raised like himsoll [rom
the lowoest classes, and invested with the titles of Dihwan,
Wuzeer, Tehsildar, &o,, descended wpon Cashmove like a
flock of hungry vullures, and swopt away tho prosperity and
happiness of ils poople ; and their descendants avo worlhy of
their anceslors, The dihwans, {ohsildave, thanedsrs, &e.,
who rule Cashmere, are, as a rule, ayaricious, moan, and oruel

\ wholly untrustworthy, and powerless apparently to concoive
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of the ideas of frulh aud juslice! Tinally, we did not, as in
the ocase of our Affzhan inlerfmence, foree uwpon Cashmers
a yuler who was to govern by oud gdvice, and was bovnd 1o
altend 1 oowr suggestions, but one whom, by the terms of
the t1eaty, we renderad iivesponsible for any oubrage or
unjustice he or his ministers might choose to commit, with
Yogard o the internal adminishation of the country.

'

The third consideralion which makes the sale of Cashmere
yet more iniquitous, iz the chaiacler of the man inlo whose
absolute power we sold the people of that country,

In supporbof the terms I have previously used in deseril-
ing the nature of Gulab Singh, I shall quote the following
passage from My, Lepel Grifin’s “Punjab Chiels,” an
official work compiled and published by oider of the Punjab

Gavernmeni

« Theve are pevhaps no characlers in history more vepulsive
than Rajahs Gulab Smgh and Dhyan Singh, Their splondid
1alents, and their undoubted bravery, count as nolhing in the
pregence of their aliocious eruelly, their avarice, their
tronchery, and {thoir unscrupulous ambition, '

“The hislory of the slege of Lmhore is loo well known {o
be repeated here. Tor seven days the garrison beld oni
Liavely agninst the whole Sikh army, which lost in the
pssanll & great number of men, and it was wot till Rajah
Dhyan Singh returned from Jawmoo that negotintions were
opsned, by which Sher Singh ascended ihe thrope and Rani

A » ]
Chand Kour resigned hoer elaim,

“Gulab Singh, laughing in his sloove al tho sucecss of
his and his brother’s plans, marched off to Jamoo amidst }he
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curges of the Sikh army, carrying with him a gveat part of
tho trensure, prineipally jewels, which Maharajah Rungit:
Singh had siored in the fovt, and whick plunder, five yeors taler,
helped to purelase Cashmere 17

After the investment of Gulab Singh as Maharajah at
Amritsir, he sent some rogimonts to take possession of Srinagur,
and to take over the fort, &c,, from Sheik Maum-ud-deon,
Whother the Sheik had reccived information [rom the Lahore
Durbar regarding the change of masters which Cashmere had
suffered, ib is impossible to say; al all events, he refused to
admit Gulab Singh’s forces into the city, or Lo acknowledge
their master ag having any authority in Caslimere, Upon
the refusal of the Dogras o quit the wvalley, the gallant
Sheil sallied forth at the head of hus troops, and an engage-
ment was fought at the back of the Hurrec-Singh-Bagh, in
which the Dogras were completely routed, and one or two
lenders of note woro killed (2). A lavge number of prisonos
were takon, to whom, the Cashmeeries any, {he Sheik gave
money and clothing to onable them fio roach the Punjab,
and that in a fow days’ lime there was not a single Dogra
left in the valley (6), When news of this event reached
Ciulab Singh, he applied to the British Governmont for
nssistance, to enablo him {o tako possossion of his new lsing-
dom, and an order was sent to the Sheik, requiving him to
yield obedience to the new sovereign of Cashmare, or to
consider himsolf ag an enemy of the British powor,

Al ———y

(@) Ono of thoso wns tho Wusper Sukpuly lie waa bupried whovo the
fakeor's house slands, half way down tho long avonue 5 and tho fakeor receives,
I beliove, a handsomo allowancs Lo say prayars over tho grave,

(?) Txzeopt n fow who remained shut up in the forl, whera thoy had
takon refuge.
I
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The Sheik wisely chose the former alternative, and Gulab
Singh’s troops were permitted to oconpy Srinagur in peace,

Trom that period, as I have shewn in Chaptors I,
and IT, the misfortunes and miseries of Cashmeie com-
menced, The change of coin, the increased taxation,
the increased prices, the shutting up of ilhe kotas, the
mismanagement and oppression of the Daghshali, the
restrictions in the amount of rice puichaseable yearly by ench
shawl-baf, the consequent diminution in thelr number, the
congequent order that no shawl or sdda DAl omght leave
either his employment or the Cashmere valley, and similar
orders regmding the neutel ghls, (Soe p. 103-6),

All these migerics and abroeitios date from the commence-
ment; of the iniquitous reign of Gulab Singh |

The Sheik Imaum-ud-deen wag & Mussulman, and had beon )
I am told, appointed Governor of Cashmere by Shero Singh.
Under his rule the eountiy was well and justly governed,
The shawl bifs and other classes wora allowed to purchase
as much 1ice ag they required, nor wore any of the people
hindered from leaving the valley (@), Trom this benificent
Gaovernment we took Cashmere, and plunged it into all tho
miseries, whioh 1 has sinee sufferrved.

The Cashmeerles, in speaking of {hese things, do ot gdem
animated with any unjust or undue feeling against the
Mabarajah himself; and in speaking of the misfortunes of

Jra— | E—
— " - | T T - - r

(¢) The Cpshmecrios say thab the conntry was thon so prosporous, that thae

poople of thy Punjhb wsod to como up and sottle in Qrelimore, but now fhe
Cashmoorioy are foreed to fly to the Punjub,
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their country, the well-informed amongst thom always dato
their origin fiom the alteration of the old coin by Gulab

Singh, (8ee Chaptoer 1)

The manner in which that was carried out, paved the way
for all the oppression of whicl I have given anaceount, That,
they always, say, was the beginning of evils, Slill less
are they inclined to blame the present Maharajah for the evil
administration under which they suller ; nor do I, excepl as far
as the ignorance of a ruler regarding the people under him
involves a negleet of sacred duiies and responsibilitics amourt-
ing to guilt, The immediate oviminalily rusts with the
exceutive officers throughont Cashmere and its dependent
statos, but, I believe, in a mueh higher dogree will the minis-
ters who are located at Jamoo.

The Ilome Government |

* * * ¥ #

Lot ns pnuse hore for a moment to roview our position, I
have, T think, conclusively shown that the ery of opprossion
in Cnshmere, so far fiom being nonsensical, as was falsely
declared by the Caloubls Englishman of 124) Fabruary, 1868,
hns bul too good causo for its effoxis to obtain n hoaring,—~
efforts which would seem 1o hiave been hitherlo in vain, alilte
in their appeal to the justice of the British CGovernment, and
the humanity of the Anglo-Indian public.

t
y e o

I have also shewn Uhat wo deliberately foreod upon . mora
than * reluotant” people, a despotioc governmont of the very «
worst degeripbion, ab whose head was a yuler of n charactor
held infamous, even ggg nalives of the Rasl,
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I have therefore, I congeive, shewn that towards the people
of Cashmere we have commilled a wanton oulrage, a gross
injustice, and an ack of tyrannieal oppression, which violates
every humane and honorable seniiment, which is opposed
to the whole spirit of modern ecivilization, and is in direct
opposition to every tenet of the religion we profess. )

It remaing for us 1o aseertain whelher reparation towards
those whom we have thus injurved he still possible, without
the commiting of any fresh piece of injustice.

The following is a copy of the Trenty of March, 1846 :—

“ Treaty between the Brilish Governmment on lhe one par,
and Makarajeh Guied Singh on the other, concludid on
the part of the British Government by Frederick Currie,
Fsq., and Brevet Major Ilenry Montgomery Lawrence,
acting wunder the orders of the Right IHonorable Sur Henry
Hardinge, G.C.B,, one of her Brittanic Majesty’s 1lonor-
able Privy Counctl, Governor-Gensral, appoinied by ithe
Honorable Company fo direct and control all their affairs
in the East Indies, and by Makarajah Guled Singh
2L PEIION. Jomem

¢ ArmioLe I,

“The British Government transfers and malkes over for ever,
in independent possession, to Mahavajah Gulal Singh and the
heirs male of his body, all the hilly or mountainous country,
with its dependencies, situated on the eastward of the
River Indus, and westward of the River Raveo, including
Chumba (a), and excluding Lahoul, being part of the territory

(@) This is probably s mistake, since Cliumba i perfoolly incependent of
Caglimers, My copy of the trenty is takon from Dr, Inco’s * Ilandbook of
Cashmore,”
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ceded to the British Government by the Tnhore Siate, ac-
cording to the provisions of Arlicle IV of the Trealy of

Liahore, dated 9th March, 18448,
“ Antrore IT,

“ The eastern boundary of the trach transforved by the fore-
going Arlicle to Maharajah Gulab Singh, shall bo laid down
by Commissioners appoinied by the Brilish Government and
Maharajah Guleh Singh, vespectively, for that purpose, and
shall be dofined in a separate engagement, aftor survey,

¢« Awrrorn 11T,

¢ Tn consideration of the transfer made to him and his holig
by the provisions of the foregoing Articles, Maharnjah Gulaly
Singh will pay to the British Government the sum of soventy-
five lnkhs of rupees (Wanuk Shdhee), to be paid on ratification
of this Treaty, on or before the lst Oclober of the eurrent
year, A,D, 1846,

‘e Artrorn 1Y,

“The limits of the lervibories of Mahargjah Gulab Singh
shall not at any iime be changod without the cononrronca of
the British Government,

« Anriore V.,

“ Maharajahh Gulab Singh will refer {o tho arbitralion of
the British Government any dispules or quostions that may
arise between himself and the Government of Lahoro, or any

other neighbouring state, and will abide by the decision of
the British Government.

“ Avrione VI,

“ Maharajah Gulab Singh engages for himself and hairy {0
join with the whole of his military force the British troops
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when employed within the hills, or in the termtories ~adjoin-
ing his possessions.
 Aprronn V1.

“ Maharajah Gulab Singh engages naver to fake or refain
in his service any Dritish soljeot, or the subject of any
Tiuropean or American slate, withonl the consent of the
Buritish CGtovernment.

“« Arrronn VILL,

“ Mahavajah Gulab Singh engagos to vespeet, in regard {6 the
territorios transforred to him, the provisions of Articles V, VI,
and VII of the sepavale engagement belween the Biitish Go-
vernmond and the Lahore Durbar, dated 11th March, 1848,

“ Axmcrr IX.

“The British Governmont will pive its aid to Mabavajah
Gulab Singh in protecting his territories from external

enemies,
“ ARricir X,

 Maharajah Gulab Singh acknowledges the supremady of
the British Government, and will, in token of such supremacy,
present annually to the Brilish Government one horse, twelva
perfeet shawl goalg of the approved lbreed (six male and six
femalo), and three pats of Cashmore shawls,

“ Thig Treaty, consisting of ten Arficles, hns been thig day
settled by Frederick Currie, Esq., and Brevet Major Ilenry
Montgomery Lawrence, acting undor the orders of the Right
Honaiable Sir Henry Hardinge, G.C.B., Governor-Genarsl,
on the part of the British Government, and by Maharajah
Gulalh Singh in pergon, and the said Treaty has been this day
ratified by the seal of the Right Xomorable " 8ir Henry
Hardinge, G.C.B., Governor-General,
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“* Done at Umvritsur this 164h day of March, in the year of
our Lord 1846, coiresponding with the 17th day of Rul-
bee~ool-awul, 1762 Iijres.”

That Article TV of the above Trealy has been in more than
one inslance broken by the Jamoo Governiment, tho following
extract from Major Cunningham’s ¢ Liadak” (¢) will, I con-
ceive, sufliciently prove -

“ In the antumn of 1846, dwing the rchellion of Sheik
Imanm.ud-deen in Cashmere, there was a slight disturs
bance in Zanskaz, which was prompily repressed by tho
Vizier Basti Ram, who i§ now one of the confidential
servants of Maharajah Gulab Singh, Since then tho wholo
country hag been quiet, and the passive Tibelans have
yielded to & power which they find it unsafe {o resist, The
neighbouring countries of Gilyit and Chilas have been added lo
the Malharajak’s kingdom ; and tho same prince whose domis
nions only twenty yoars ago were limiled 1o the petly stato of
Jamoo, now rnles undispuled masier of Cashmoro and
Western Thibel, from tho sourcos of the Shayok lo #he Aead
of the Gilglt Rivor

These are instances in which the Jamoo Governmont hag
violated the treaty of 1846 ; but there is anothor of more rocent
ocourrenco, and which is not generally known in Indin, and of
which bhe home authoritios must be in total ignorance.

" In acodrdance wilh Ariicle IT of the Treaty, three officors
wele appointed by the British Government 1o survey and

PR

. pririe yryie ity

(@) “Dndnk: with Noticos of fho surpounding Connbry” DBy Aloxandor

COunuingham, Brovet Major, Bongal Engiucers. London, 1854, Chaptex X.II,
page 886,
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dotermine the “limits of the eastern boundary of tha tret
transferred to tho Maharajah.” These wore, Major Cunning-
ham, Lieutenant Strachey,and Dy, Thompsen, The map, there-
fore, published by Major Cunningham with his work on Ladak,
(to which I have justreferred,) may be considered to shew cor-
ractly, not only the eastern boundary, bub the limits of those
other portions of the Maharajah’s dominions which he helped
to survey, as they existed at the time such survey was made,

The north-eastern boundary of the Maharajah’s dominions
is defined in Major Cunningham’s map to he the water-shed
of the Kaia-Korum range, Even without ihe aunthority of
that map, I am justified in agsuming that to have heen the
north-eastern boundary of the Jamoo territories, both beeause
it ig the natural boundary of tho countiy of Nubra and its
noithern valley and ravines, and because the Kara-Korum
has always been considered as the farthest limit of the Ladalk
district by the Yarkundis, who dwell on the other side. How-
ever, in 1865, the Jamoo Government despatched a small body
of troops across the Kara-Korum, with orders to oceupy the
country ag far as Shab’dula, or Shadula, and to buwild and

garrison a fort there, which was done,

Shal’dula is about three days’ journey beyond the Kara-
Korum pags, The fort was provisioned and occupied by the
Jamoo troops durving the summers of 1886 and 1866, the
force being withdrawn in the winter on account of the severity
of the climate, Towards the end of 1866, lhe newly estab-
lizshed vuler of Yarkund and Kashgar had taken the country
of Kofen, and had further sfrengthenad himself hy the expul-
sion 6r coneiliation of those who wore disaffocled towards
his Government,
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11, was therefore probably from prudential motives that the
Jamoo froop wero not sent to 1e~o0ccupy their new fort in the
spring of 1867,

Some timo during that year, Yakoob Begl sent a handful
of men to Shah’dula, who destroyed the fort and took ihe
supplies and stores with which it was furnished (#),

I{ is {rue that o Government map has recenily* been puba
lished, which shews the houndary line of the Maharajah’s
territory in this direotion 1o lie along the Kara Kash River, and
which consequently includes Shah’dula within the Jamoo domi~
nions ; but this map wag not published uniil the end of 1846,
wherens the Maharajah’s foveo went Lo Shal’dula nnd oreot-
ed and garrisoned the fort in ihe spring of 1865, or earlier,
The exislenee of Lhis map, thorefore, cannot bo pleaded as
having given the Jamoo Government any authority for such
extension of tenitovy.

The map 111 question was founded upon a survey made by
Mr, Johnson in the yoear 1865, afier the ocoupation of Shal’
dula by the Jamoo garrison ; and tho boundary line therein
laid down 1is entirely at vaviance with that shown in the maep
whieh accompanies Major Cunningham’s work on Ladalkh,
Which was published by Governraont nuthority in 1864, (Soo

page 84).

vk N
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Nf Tha Inteab accounts from Yarkund any Lhat tho Konshbegheo has pgroatly
ondohirdd itnself o his subjeols by tho satwoet jnslice of his ndministeation
and hy abolflion of the alava mavkot, which was formorly held in the Yere
kund bazagr, ﬂa i said 1o bo ongugod in mossing his {foveos nl ashgar, his
fiontior town, q‘lfatﬁnﬁ ghout sovon mavches {yom Xokand, which Is oceupldd
by {ho Russinne,
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The title of the mnp ig

MAY? O
THE PUNJAB, WESTERN IIIMALAYA,

‘ AND
ADJOINING PART O TIBET,

Lrom recent Surveys, and based upon the Lrigonomolrical Survey
. of ludia,

Compiled, by ovder of the Ilonorable Couri of Direclovs of the Tasl
Indin Company,

BY JO WALKER,

GREOGRATHINR TO TR QOMIANY.

The fact then remains that the ireaty of Mareh, 1848, hag
been in several instances broken by the Jamoo Government,and
it Zhorgfore follows that the British Government is not hound by
that treaty to abstain from that interference with the affrire
of Cashmere which the miserable condition of the people, the
impediments thrown in the way of iraders, the exelugion of
English travellers, &o., bave now for so long demanded (a).

L I " Jpm e " »
il Yrimy ¥ gy " P

{z) Nob only are Iinglish fourists, sporismen, seiontifle mon, &eo., oxeluded
fyom {he Mahnisjnh's dominions duving six monihs of tho year, hui, English
and Fronch Lraders also, although aelive tradms fliom thie Punjab and
olspwhare pass unquostioned.  Of cowse, all tho natives of the hill atates, and
possibly many of tho Punjab itselfy exploim this extraordinary fach by supposing
ihio British Governntent wnable or afvaid o demand from the Ouslimore Rajah
that which eommon oourtesy would seem lo joquire from him. Is it vory
impiobable that the insolence and ounlrvnges of the (iontier {rihes hava boon
inerensed, or in some instances oaused, by this mistaken esfimate of owy posi-
ifon with regurd te tha Mahorajuh of Cashmere P—an estimafe which the
" Glovornmon$ of India dous its best to fostor, by noli only cxeluding all its
soryants from the Jamoo dominions during tho wianfpr, but by limitiog the
numbors of Ll1oge who wish to travel theie dwing Ll summenr,



CASTIMERE MISOOVERNMENT, 87

I't may be pleaded by tho supporfers of the Maharajah {hal
the countries of (ilgit, Chilas, and Astor were annexod by his
father many yoars ago, and that no nolice having been taken
al the time, 1t would now be an ungracious acl on the pard
of the British Government {o male such in(ringement, of the
treaty a ground {for inferferonce, With regard to the matter
of the Shal’dula fort, i may be urged that so slight an
aggression inlo a barren and deserted region can scarcely
constitute an infraction of the treaty sufficient to Justify the
interfevence of the British Government with tho Malarajah’s

internal administiation,

To these and similar considerations the [ollowing answoers
appear to be suflicient :—

First~That the Jamoo overnment hag shewn itsolf
ineapable of just or humane rule.

Second.—That the Jamoo Governmont has for many
venrs purgued a systeam of oppression and migrale under the
protection and countenance of the British Government

Third~That it has consequontly bocomo n stigma and a
vaproach o the Brilish Government, both among the Turopean
and native communily of India.

Fourth—That there are no moeans of rondering the
administration of the Famoo Government: conzonant with thet
which should distinguish & power protected by the Buritish
Government (sée Article IX of the Trenly), except thoso of
active interference.

Fifth~That the British Government commiited an nct
of gross injustice in forcing the rule of Gulah Singh upon
& reluctant people,
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Siath ~That, thergfore, to forego the power of making
reparation to the people we injured, which the infractions
of the tréaly give to the British Government, would be an
net of injustico and cruelly searcely inferior to thal which
wa perpetrated when wo gold the people of Cashmere into the
slavery of Gulab Singh by the iniquitons Treaty of 1846,

In a word, we cannob exercise generosity towards the
Jamoo Government without commitling a fresh injusiice
townrds the people Lo whom we owe reparation.

With regard lo the matter of the Shab’dula fort, it should
bs remembered that although a slight instance in itsolf, yet
little things have sometimes led Lo great wars ; and that since
by Arlicle IX., of the Treaty the Dritish Government is bound
to profact the Jamoo Government against all external encmies,
it is obvious that such litile encronchments as that of Shal’dula
might plunge us into o war with all the Mussulman tribes
of Central Asia, The Pall Mall Gazeile vemarks, withoub
any particulsr comment - We believe that it hag just been
raled that the Maharajah is al liberby to hold whatevor
foreign relations he may care Lo entorlain wilhout reference
Yo ws”’ Rvideully, the Pall Mall Guzetls must he totally
jgnorant of the nature of Lhe Treaty of 1840, since a glance
at Artiole IX will convinee any one that if the Mahavdjah és
pormitied to enter into whatever foreign relations he may
please to enterbain, he may al any time plunge us into a twar
with Turkistan, or Bokhara, or with Russia horgelf !

Suppose, for example, that next year the Maharajah were
~to send a few troops to occupy a portion of the coundry
beyond his Gilgit boundary, snd that Russia had ,con-

quered Budukshan, and concluded an offensive and defensive
;
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alllsnee with that couniry and Bokhava, and that a loree
subsidised hy « fow regiments of Cossacks and Kirghings,
officored by Russians, was senl 1o chastise the Jamoo chiel
For his temerity by annexing to the Russin-Bokhara tervilory
say only Gilgit and Asbor, and ihe valley of tho Indus so
far as to include Skardo, we shonld have a prefty lililo
mountain eampaign cut out for ws, with more formidable
oppononls than the undiseiplined robbers of the ILazara,
who are now giving us Uhe irouble of heating {hem, It
ig possible that, in the event of such a coniingensy, our home
authorifies would re-consider their verdict, that the Maha
rajah has a “ right to entertain what foreign relations he
pleages,” &ec. ; and it may he as well to remomber this, that if
tho Shah’dula affair 19 not considered of sufficient imporiance
to relense ue from whalever engagement of non-inierforence
may be implied in Arbielo I of {the Trealy, we cannot ab any
future time plead that any similar aet of aggression on the
‘part of the Jamoo Government is n violation of the treaty of
sufficient importance to release us from our engagomonts
contained in Arlicle IX, by which we ave bound t{o prolect
the Maharajal’s Grovernment against all eaternal enemics !

t

It is to be hoped, howoever, that our velationy with Russia
will be thosé of peace, not war; and {hat wo shall, al no
distani period, co-operate with her in apronding the blessings
of civilization and settled govarnment among oppressod
peoples and savage tribes (2), Should snch be our happy
destiny, the importance of frea trade and unvesiviclod transit
(for Iinglishmen as well as natives) tHrough TLadak and

.
a3

(2) Soo M. Vainbtrg's deserviption of slave life and slavo trado in Conteal ©
.‘&ain, which Russin I8 alvendy, even amid the diffieunltios of Lir flest advancp
smong liostile and barbarotis nntions, trending down bengath hor fogt,
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Cashmere must be ovident enough,  On this subject, the
following extrach from o Russian paper, cnlled the Golos, of
Decomber, 1866, which I have taken from a lale number of
the Calonila Review, is inleresting and important (—

‘“ An amicable division hetwoen Russia and Tngland is
quite practicable. What has not been conguered by one power

might, without any opposition, be conquered by the other,
more especially as the advantages of such acquisitions are

gontesled by many.

«“Weo even do not see any reason for dissatisfaclion in the
possibility of our Central Asiatic fronlier soon forming the
boundary of the Anglo-Indian ermapire. Such a {rontier
would, at all eveuls, determine the eommeorcial fields for the
disposal of English and Russian productions, and would

considersbly weaken, il not altogether remove, all dﬂ:fl
perong rivalry, That the sale under such circumstances of

Iinglish and Russian productions would rapidly inereaso, is
evident, T%e chief obstacles fo trade in ihis region ane the
inecessant deprodations and rapacious cwvections made by poity

Astatio despots,

“All theso drawbacks musl at once disappear nnder
Tinglish and Russian rule, and then an intérchunga of com-

modities will {reely take place,

“ The eapansion of the frondier {o a mutual poind ¢f contact
balwaen Inglish and DRussian territory, will not only deorease
the chances of collision between Russia and England, but
nlso conduce to amity and a feeling of friendship belween

~those countries, geeing more especially that a conilict between
them in such a distant region would be dlsadvﬂntageaua to
both, and only lead to mulual losses,”
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CONCLUSION.

Ir is impossible to avoid drawing a mental contrast
belween the eareless indifference with  which, on t{he
oceasion of the sale of Cashmeve, all question of moral right
was complacently ignored both by the Governmont and the
publig, and the virtuous indignation inte which it scoms that
n large party of the former, and a small proporlion of the
latter, ave thrown al the idea of any transgression of legal
right with regard to interferonce i the affatvs of Cashmove,

In the former case, injustice and inhuman disregard [or
the welfare of our fellow creatures were sel in the seale
against our politieal interests, and the former kicked the
beam, In the present case, a question ol legal right is sel,
againgt the performance of an acl of justice and reparglion
to those whom we have injured, and {he rvesene of milliong
of human beings from oppression and misery, against a slighi
invasion of the political rights of a Government which fing
shown ilsélf incapable of just or humane rule,

Is it then a rccognized Government principle that adl
considerations of moralily and religion must give plaee to
those of politieal nterests ? I would seom so0 in tho presont
instance. Butif it be so, how infatuatod seems the opinion of
those who think that wo can over powsuade the natives of
India to embrace a 1eligion whose outward forms only ave
adhered 1o and supported, and whose csseniial snd snered
prineiples ave as dust in the halance against motives of goll-
interest and solid advantage,

That our failure in imbuing tho natives of India with any
regard for the spirit of Christianity hns boon Almost complois,
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the oonduct of the wealthy landowners of DBengnl seems
sufliciently to prove. I quote from the Mriend of' Indie of
the 20th August, 1868 s

‘¢ No language can be too strong to charnclerise the solfish-
ness and apathy of the zemindurs in the inundaied distrvicts
to tho soulh of Caleutia, and in Midnapore; as on the
aceasions of the eyclone of 1864, the Orvissa famine of 1868,
the Nuddea inundations, and the cyclone of 1867, the wealthy
landholders of Bengal liave been found wanting,

ITow can wo expect them {o act olherwise? An Orissa
or Jellamoota zemindar might say: “True! I have not
given my money o 1elieve the dislress of my tenants, but
what is that compared 1o the salo of a wholo people for
money ? I have not given money to relieve distress whicl
was produced by nadural causes, but your Govérnment is son-
tenfad to obdasn money abthe cost of producing misery by
their own act among a happy and contented people I (2)

In gonolusion, I have one earnost word fo say regarding the
furﬂn‘nlng pages, and that is to protost against the idle and
unmr.aumug- atiticistn of those who ave ignarant of the sub-
Junt 'I‘In,re ig onlysono question to bo asked, and answered,
with wgiigcl to the work, and that 18, Are the statemonis herein

contained concorning the Jamoo Government true or,untrae?
- - - — R— N

(@) In Cashmere espocially, one iy nob surprised to find thal wissionory
Inbourg ara. a complete fmlwe. I wonder how o misslonihry ocan show his face
thete! Tlow oph bo ask a Cpshincerie {o ombiaee onr religion 2—a vehgion

which tonches 1bs votaviea that human beings may bo sold Iike cnttle, and thab
to hand over # nation into the horvible slavary of ondof tlio worst, f:iuni@“ bl

pastorn daspotiam * for ovor™ (sco taealy) i8 no ornng, but only slilo ]jol 3;" |
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And thero is only one method by which that question ean
be answored, namely, by tho course which I have myseli
pursued, of sliiet and laborions investigation in Caslimeis
itself,

Should that be done, as il is my cavnest wish that it may
le by o Government, Commission, the truth ot untruth of the
charges 1 hiave brought against the Jamoo Government will be
ascertained,

OF the futility of the Maharajab’s promises, there has heen
ample proof in the fact that none of those made {o Sir Rober
Monigomery in 1864, conceriting reduction ol dutlics, &e,,
were kept,  The Mahaiajah aflirmed that he had given ovdovy
{0 liig officials to earry oul the promises, &e., bub Dr. Coyley’s
reporl from Liadakh, {or the season of 1867, shewed ihat no
improvement upon the old sysiem had beon atiempted.

% The Maliarajah is, therofore, unable to control his officers in
Ladakl, dud it is hot wnreasonable Lo suppose that ho i Yike-
wise unable to control them in Cashmera! Nay, it is but
just to suppose that the Mahaajal's officinls in all parts of
his dominions ael systematieally i delianco of their master’s
ordérs and wishes, sinece the Maharajnh is represented a8 boing:
of a humane and benevolenl dispesilion, and dusirmgg to pro-
mole the well-being of ihe subjecls for whom he [éels him-
sell’ responsible (a).

g’

l W

(@) %% tha proelnmation of the Mahmah of Cuslinere, wlieh wns prmted
in the Lakore Chromele of (ho 28th Docembor, 1867, in which it s emd  that
“the good of s subjects, which are tho gond @its of the Almighty, mnd
their hoppiness, and the suppmimg the ponor elnsses, lia on his {tha
Blaha njald’ ?) showldors 68 & b&fﬂﬂﬂlﬁ;”

K
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~ Sinee, then, the Maharajah is manifestly unable to-eary ) oub
_lua bﬂmg_, n intentions, hiow thankful he will duubtless feol to'the
British Qoverumunt, shuuld they reaol ve upml fut mﬁlnum Imn
with the means of prntnetmm his peapla (Fnr Whosa wel['flm'
hé iyso ]uuduhly nnuous) (roti the rupamty of Il'lll]lhiﬂl‘ﬁ aind
xﬂﬂltlﬂ.]ﬂ who must, undmubteﬂ]y (if the clmrncter the Muhqvu}nh'
clnims {or 111mf-'elf' Do true) conduct eve:ry bltmdl af” thef’
:udmumtrntmn in 2 manner.: dlamﬂtmually nppnﬂerl o le

_wlczhes ni II H the Mﬂhmnjnh uf' Gaslimere au(l -Tmnuo. ER
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