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Pl FAC I,

Tun purpose ol the following papors is to stimnlato opinion
on the subject of Sea~voyages porformod by Ilindoos. Apurt
irom all queatmna of principlo, the subjpet is ono of growing
)%a,otma,l importance.. Ilindoo young men, in appmmn.'bla
numbers, proceed to Hngland to receive educabion in thoe
Universities , to qualify for the Bar, to coupete far the Indmn
Civil Service, for the Medical Service, and.in varions 0[:1101&“
ways to equip themselves for the practical work of life. ‘Whe
number is on the increase, of gontlemen, who, i all resirie
tions were romoved, would lhke to proceed o Europe for
purposes of travel, and all the pleasures and proifis it brings.
Thero ig a growing dosirve also in some quartors fo makoe oxcur-
sions to the wdkt for commeorcial purposes. It cannol be g
mabter of indifforence to the Hindoo community il the gontloe-
men who come back [rom Fuarope afior perfocting thoir cducs.
tion and enlarging thoir exporience are to Lo received back
into socioky or excluded from ik, Ib cannot Lo n mabier of
indifforence also whether adveniunrous gontlomen should have
~ [roe scopo given to thom in the mybar ol travel, or thoy should
have thoir ambition curber"‘%y goolnl rosivictions, Tho welw
favo of a country is tho  wol:-favo of its individuals, and no
gubject can be of groater national importance thai tho dis-
cussion ol the limits which custom may havo preseribed to the
liberty ol movemont of the mon who corapose the nation,

On economic grounds alonoe tho question of sen-voyagos is
of greab practicul wmportanco, People muay feol thomsolves
driven Dby sheer nocessily to bry U~ forimno in romotoe
countrics, 10 ook mew cavaors, loarn™tho avis of Torelgn
ualions, and cowme back home with added qualifiontion and
augmentod resources. 1L those poor, advonturoas sonls should
bo denied the opportunitios thoy sought, it iy nmob thoy slone
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~that would be gufferers, bub thé cCuntry ag well,» Social restric-
tiong, however, are hkely to prove an effectual barrier to most
of them, and the Lagxtlmacy of those restrictions tharefore
deserves serious” consideration. The poSsibility of ,na,thvas of
Indin marching out in quest of occupation to distant landd
may now appear to be too remote, and as a dream. Bub there
are reasons to believe that if the restrictions were repealed or
wl&xed opportumtles of adventure would often be utilised; ,

HIHdGO society i§ governed by rules which have their basis
hmnthe Hindoo religion. Thab rellgmm i1s enshrined in the
shastras, of which the recognised, authoritative interpreters
are the Punditse The Pundits give their vyavasthas or ordin-
ances founded upon the texts. These are accepted by the
leaders of the different castes which make up someﬁy, and they
thus come tq regulate msage, On the subject of Sea-voyage,
thevefore, the first thing necessary was to optain the opinions
vf the P&Hdlbﬂ, That step has already been taken. It was
not of course to be expected that the opinion of every Emgle
Pandit in Bengal should be obfained, but many of the leading
Pradits have been consulted, and their opifiions will be found
in the following pages, Mahamahopadhyay Mohesh Chunder
Nyayaratna, Madhu Sudan Smritiratna, Navadip, Rajkumar
Nyayratna, Mahamphopadujey Deno Bundhoo Nyayaratna,
Mahﬁncha, Nath Tarkapanchanun of~Bansbaria, Madhusndun

“Smerratna of Bhatpara and KamaksGya Nath Tarkabagish are
amongst the most honoured names in Bengal, and it wilk be
found that they are all associated with particular opinions on
the subject of Sea-voyage. The next step that was taken was
to refor the subject to some of the leading membors of Hindoo
Society, all of the higher castes, and their opinions have also
been recorded. Attention may be specially called to the opinion
of so distingnished an apostle of Hindwnism as Babu Bunkim
Chunder Chattorjee. Lastly, a large body of public opinion
from varions sources, which had been elicited by the discnssion,

has been sob forth in its proper place. It includes the opinious
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a8 well of~eminont Englishmen ag of nowspapors, Ilindeo and
Lnglish. Thoso opinions have a valwo which must not be
overlooked, Dundits intorpret tho sdasiras; social lendors
ﬁﬂg%}nmctioabil‘fty ; bub an intelligent puldie havo also o right
to be heard, for, unlettored by econsidorations ol anthoriby and
cugtom, thoy are able to ubter the voico of abslract reasen.
Mere reasonablenoss is not an excuse for an innovabion, bub ab
will hardly be” deniod that a practice which is mamilesily
contrary to reason ocannot long remain unmodiflied, and that
5o long as it does® oxisb it ‘will work migchief. Tho mﬁinimfs,
thorefore, of intelligent and educated”men who are oven Jub-
siders to our socioty have an importance thab shonld not bo
under-rated. The question in its historical and shastric agpeob
_wasg discussed in a papor by Babu Suresh Chundor Dutt, . A,
ab a large and ropresentative moobting held on the 19th
Aungust 1892, at the residence of the late Maharajn Komul
+ Krishna Babfidoor, The opinions that wore osxprossed b}r’i
- different speakers and the Resolutions that wero passed ab

that meeting, will speak for thomsolves,

For a [ull appvaoi%icm of tho igsuos involvedriu tho Sea~
voyago quostion it is nocossnry to boar in mind a fow woll-
kuown facts which may bo thus statod. -

1. Foralong timo anghrmm practice of ocabing 1hings
condemmed by Ilindgo rules or custom hos boen protty coms
mon in Hindoo society, bub the gentlomon who have indulged
A such praclices have nobt boon put oub of caste, Lheir

spumber 1 growing, They include not morely school-boys or
wild young men, not morely a low Insignilicant peoplo who
might bo regardod as tho wails and strays of society, but also
and mainly, elderly, respectable, influontinl gontlomen, sowme
of whom huve boen recognised as social leaders, In their
own private restdences or those of thoeir lviends, Huropean ov
Nabivo, in gardon houses, in hotels kopt by IMuropcnns or
Mahomedans, on stoamors, in reilway rolvoshmont rooms,
nuwhors of Llindoo genblomon dine in the Kuropean siylo,
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and the orthodox members of society find it convenient to
connive at these practices, Demand creates supply. Hence
it i3 we find that redtanrants where HEuropean digshes are
offered, are multiplying. They are set np on largely fre-
quented stroets, and near offices and theatres, Year‘aftet
year, 1n every town in which the Indian National Congress is
beld, it is ~found necessary by the organizers to make special
arrangements for those delegates and visitors who are to live
“1n the Buropean style. In a word, the rules as regards ortho-
dox Iwmg are every day trampled under fmb and the viola-
tiofis are in no WEij' pufiished.

2.+ There was & time when 1t was considered an un-Hindoo
praclice to drink pipe-water. Not only is pipe-water drunk to-
day by Hindus ol unqgnestioned orthodoxy, but serated waters,-
Buropean wines and spirits, and medicines prepared by Euro:
\peans, are habitually consumed by large numbers of them.
Blead biscuits and confectionery of Huropean or Mahomedan

manufacture are also largely indulged in.

3. Hindu Socieby hag not been able consistently to keep
oub of it3 pale all those who have made voyayes to Europe.
Some of them received recognition in gociety, ab any rate
among their filends and rehthus . and after their death, their

sons and other relations Bavewhad no difficulty in heing
accepted ag members of society, thaumh no prayaschitta had

ever boen perlormed by them.

4. PSome of those thali have made wvoyages $o Burope
have, on thelr return to this country, lived, permanently or
for a time, with their relations, Many of their ifriends and
rolations have also dined with them on many occasions.
Orthodox Society has never ceased to recognise these friends

and relations,

b, DRithor for purposes of business or on pleasure trips,
several Ilindoos have made voyages to Rangoon, to Madras,
to Ceylon. Nobody dreams of excomwunicating them.
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6. Hsteemed ITindoo gentlomen have on gomo oconsions
taken part, as host or guest, in entertainmonts, almost of &
public charactor, conducted in the Turopoan sbtylo. T'ho
namas of tliose whq dined on tho occasions havo somolimos
been" reported in tho mnewspapers, but orthodox socioty has
never cared to take any notice of their errors.

7. Ilindoo Society hag exhibited nothing liko consislency,
observed no definite principle, .in dealing with thoso of its
mombers who have made voyages to Buropo, The same mon
that rocognise tlfom on one occasion do not rocogniso thor
on another, Thoy dine with them today and dacline to dine
with them tomorrow. I[ thoy are to be oxcommunicated;
those who have dined with them, or otherwise mixod with
them in formal social intorcourse on ceremonial oceasiond,
should be excommunicated also. DBub the utmost that tho
ultra-orthodox members of the community seck to dois to
omit to recognize only the iravelled men, while the;y pormib
themselves to mix frecly wilth mon who have beon tainted by

asgociabion with thoe chief ollenders.

What is the inforence to be drawn [from thoeso [uohs ¢
Obviously this, That it would not be [air or consistont 10 vx-
clude from socloty men who had made only & voyago by soa
without transgrossing Ilindoo rules of living, Surely it cannof
bo contendod that & mers ordssing of the sen is » grosser
offenco than living in a aon-llindu stylo, or ovon ns gross as
that, When open, or, al any rato, well-known vielabions of
Ilindoo rules of eating and drinking are connived at and
excusad, neithor reason nor orthodoxy demands the oxclusion

“of men who living ag llindoos lad morely travelled to the
wost, The travelled men thomsolves, as alrondy observed,
have sometimes quiotly made {heir way 1nio socioby, and altor
thom thoir sons have gol on with oven grealer smoolhnoss ;
and mneither religion mnor reason demands that whore the
offence iz the swme, somo should be spared and somo should

ba punished, Proporly speaking, tho vifonce is nob the suwo,
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and the difference is in favour of those who would seck to
got the beumciit & the present Sea-voyage movement, for
they would have to live Hindoo livés, Nor does it appear
bow the travelled men may be taken to have rogt cagtbe, if
those who dine and associate them are nob taken to lose cas‘te
That a voyage by sea as such, does not miltate agaiush
Hinduism seems fo be facitly admitted by Hindoo society by
the manner in which il hias been troating Swami Vivekananda's
visit to America. The Swami, so far from being ragarded ag
an aposmte by reason of his wvisif, is beingelooked up to as,a
prihca of Hindoos aud the pride of llirduism, It is incon-
’Bmmble: therefore, that the Sea-voyage moverment sheuld be
opposed on grounds either of religion or logic. If there
coiild be any objection to it, it would be its conservative rather
than its revolutionary charvacter, If non-Hindu modes of hife
aro tolerable in the home of Hinduism, they should be tolerable
a fortiort in travel. But the movement as ab present con-
colved proceeds on the very safe lines of recommending g
voyage by sea where it is performed under Ilindu conditions
of life. The promofers have every hope that they will enlist
the ~sympathy and sccure tho aclive support of the entire

indu community.



THE HINDU SEA-VOYAGE

MOVEMENT IN BENGAL.

o,

OPINIONS OR VYAVASTHAS OI' TIIE PUNDITS
OF

BENGA L.

Quiestion—I,—1s a person, who makes a sen voyago in &
saa going vessel wibthout commilling any heinous bransgres-
sidhg, involving degradation, to bo considorod [allon (patite)

QQuestiqn—IT,—Zs a person, who resides temporarily 1n
England and other forcign countries without committing
any helnous transgressious, involving dogradation, to bo consi-
dered {allen (patita) ¢

Vyavastha 1—As sea-voyage, doos nob come within the
category of heinous transgressions, involving degradation,
(patitya), and heavy penances are nol provided forit, and thero
is nothing even by pavity of reagsoning to consider it s heinous
transgression, a pergon, who malkes a sea~voyagoe withont com-
mitting any hoinous tranggressions, should not bo considered.
fallen (patita).

Vyavastha I1—As residence in England and other [oreign
countries does mnobt come within the cabegory of heinons trny-
gressiong, involving dogradation, (patitya) and houvy ponancos
are not provided for it, and thero is nothing aven by pavity of
rensoning (o consider it & heinons transgrossion, a person, who
regides in Mngland and othor fovoign counbrics, without cou
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mitting any heinous transgressions should™ot be considered

fallen (patita). © -

Mahamohopadhya, Dino Bundhn N yam;nil, Konnagore,
Kala Chand Tarkaratna, Antpore.

Bisgumbhur Churamony, Gourhati,

sriram Nyabhusun, Gourhati,

Kally Nath Sarbabhoum, Bowbazar, Caledtta.

Dakhinag Churn Smrititirtha, Jhingra, Howrah,

Soshi Bhusan Vidyaratna, Jabui, Burdwan.,

Jagat Chunder Vidyaratna, Woonsia Kotalipara, Furridpore,
Kally Kanto Tmlms:tdhanto, Shampukenr.

Kally Proshad Nyalankar, Chandsi, Backergtnge.
Hurro Mohun Vidyabagish, Kotalipara, Furridpore.
Bhuggobutty Churn Nyapanchanon, Balur, Hughly.
Dine Nath Nyapanchanon, Harinavi,

Gour Mobun Siromoni, Mirzapore.

Nobin Chunder Churamony.

Nobin Chunder Tarkabagish, Tala.

Gokul Kristo Goswami, Simla.

Gopzl Chunder Siromony, Mozilpove.
JLRammoy Bhuttacharji, Ramjibunpore, Midnapere.
Gopal Chunder Sarma, Hogulkuria,

Rudra Narainm Jotibliugsan, Nandigram, Cultuck.
Jogesh Chunder Bidyaratng,

"Wuma Churn Tarkasidhanto, Dadangunge,
Farro Nath Sarwasati by his son Nemys Chunder Bhuttacherji, Trivani.
Sita Nath Churamoni, Polva, Hughly, ©

Saroda Churn Bidyaratna, Sulkea, Howral,
Nobin Chunder Churamony, Kidderpore.

Kala Chand Devsarman.

Kally Dass Vidyaratna, Bahir Simla.

Gopi Nath Siromoni, Kotalipara, Furridpore.
Kally Dass Nyratna, J hamapuker.

Sudharam Bachaspati.

Jogendra Smritibhusan, Halsibagan.

Bani Madhub Tarkalankar, Hatibagan,

Tssur Chunder Vidyaratna, Bikrampore.
Prosunno Kumar Nyaratna, Kantapuker,
Ram-Surbessur Vidyaratna, Sobhabazar,

Girish Chunder Vidyaratna, Jhamapuker,

Jadu Nath Tarkaratna, Khatora, Howrah,
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8ri Nath Siromon?y, Jahanabad, Hughly.
Mohim Chunder Siromony, Kmtalipq;‘m, Furridpore
Raj Kristo Tarkaratna, Suva.
Sri Nath Tagkaratna, Jars, Midnapors, . -
Gungeshur Vidyasagore, Copinagore, Hughly.
Ram Tarak Churamony, Caleutia.
Dhurmo Dass Siromony,
Bireshur Vidyaraina, Gopinagore, Hughly,
Wuma Churn Vidyaratna, Naranpore,
Kally Progunno Sarman, Ula, Nudde&.
Khetter Mohun Nyaratna, Aheritolla.
o
Rajoni Kanto Vidyaratna, Baghazar,
Boykunto Nath Sarma, Raina.
" Ashwini Kumar Sarma.
Khetter Nath Churamony,~Ariadaha.
Mohendra-Nath Tarkapanchanon, Bansbaria,
Sri Nalh Tarkalankar, Bansbaxia,
Durga Churn Deb Sarma.,
Jogeeshur Sarma, Dandirhat, Bikrampore,
Hurro Churn Déb Sarma, Tulasar,
Wuma Churn Tarkaratnn, Rajpors, 24-Pergunnahs,
Kanti Churn Nyaratna, Sikdarbagan.
Jodu Nath Sarbabhoum, Krishnaghur,
Tssan Chunder Tarkaratna, Protapporo,
Thakur Dass Churamony, Mazilpore,
Rammoy Hiromony,
Kally Kissore Nyaratna, Cnloutta,
Chwunder Kissoro T&I‘k&tix‘bh% Bikrampore,

Kedey Noth Savma,

Madhub Chander Sarbabhoumn, (cldest brother of Mahamohopadhy
Mohesh Chunder Nyaraina, C. I, E. Sava-Pundit of the Mohisadul-Raj

Midnadore.)

Mabamohopadhya Deno-Bundhu Nyaratna of Ionnagors fuxthor
obsorves that sea-voyago inslead of being considered a greal transgres.
sion ig grouped with such light transgrossions as going to Sri-Klette
(Ruri by sea,) Lor which little or no penance is required. As Lo vosidenco
in England and other foreign countries, he adds that no penance ia
provided for it in the Shagtras,
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The f‘allou;i'ng pandits have signed their fames in a seperate
vyavastha to tBe effect j~~ghat a Hindu should not be consi-
dered fallen although he goes to ].ﬁﬂglmd and resides there
provided he sticks fo the tenets of bis religion.

Mahamahopadhya Pandit Mohesh Chandra Nayaratna, C. L. E.
Pandit Madhu Sudan Sinritiratna, Nuddea,
,  Madhn Sadan Smritiratna, Bhatparah,
Kamakhya Nath Tarkabachaspati, Nuddea.,
Chandra Sikhar Chutamani, Ilatibagan, Caleutta.
Sri Narainl Vedratna, Shampooker.
* Late Tituram Sarbabhoum, Habtibagan, Calcgtia.
Pundit Saghi Bhushan Sarma, Sava Pandit of Maharani Jarnomaye,

3?

3
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C L E,

Durga Charan Tarkatirtha, Sava Pandit of Maharajah Bahadur
Sir Jatindra Mohan Tagore, K, O, 8. L

Late Pandit Khotter Pal Smritiratna,

Pandit Gonesh Sastri, Durgaghat, Beneras.

Sital Churan Vedantobagis.

Ram Nath Tarkaponchanan, Mulajore,

"Ambika Charan Bidyanidhi, Digehin.

Ksheltrakali Iabiratna, Bansgberia.
Rakhaldags Bhattacherii, Bansberia,

Ram Gopal Siromoni, Kamarpara,

Komola Kanto Bhattacherji, Shahagunge,
Nilambar Bhatiacherji, Shahagunpo.
Sarbalochon Samn® Wayachanchu, Chinsura,
Troylockho Nath Bidyabhusan,

Nemai Charan Tarkaraina.
Ram Hari Bidyabhushan.
Jogendra Nath Siromoni,
Shama Charan Bidyaratua,
Jotindra Nath:Sarma.
Modhusudon Tarkaraina,
Surbeshwar Bidyanidhi.
Keder Nalh Bidyaratina,
Mohendra Nath Sarma.
Jodu Nath Siromoni.

Ram Nath Bidyabushan.
Khetro Mohan Nayaratna.

Srinnth Siromoni, Pukuaria,



( 5 )

Pandit Mritunjoy™Vidyaratna, Panaghar, Burdwan.
o  Ram ITridaya Tarkabagis. |
»  Ioilas Chundrn Bacshaspati,
»  Ram Taran Bhattnoherji, Patuliss
»,  Chunderkanto Bhatiacherdi, Medinimandal, Bikrampur,
y  Nundo Kumar Bhattacher]i.
»  Sikher Chundor Bhatiacherji.

Question.—1f a Hindu go to England and while there observe
the tenets of his religion, in such a case should he be
considersd ag committing any transgression ab all f

Answer.—Persons who go over to England or such like Mlechha
countries without committing such heinous transgressions
as the taking of forbidden food, can not be said to have
committed any heinous transgresgion at all ; bub for
such {ranggressions as eating while on board a ship and
living in a country not inhabited by the four seots®f the
Aryans, the persons become eligible for their society
after expiation, This ig the opinion of the learnod,

(Sd.) RAr Kumar NYARAINA.

*

I't was mado the subjeet of an animated diseussion bhotween
Pundits at g Shradha that was celobrated at Navwahgnnge
"abt the house of Babu Rampada Marik, a well-known
merchant of the place, and the sonse of tho assembled Pundits
was decidedly in favour of the manifesto which has baoen
issued, viz,—that sea-voyage to foreign conntries and residenco
therein when ocondueted in accordance with Hindn usages do
not involve the loss of caste, Among those who signed the
statemont are the following Punditg ;e
Abhay Pada Smritiratna, Sibpur.

Bishwambhur Debaarma, Sookheha,
Kherode Chunder Shiromoni, Baraset.
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Dinanath Bhattyacharfi, Bhadeswar,
Jadunath Sarnw, Chundan-Pgkhur.

Tara Charan Bhuttacharji, CHandan-Pakhur,
Khirede Chandra Bhuttagharji Bhatparah,
Hiu'i Churan Shiromoni, Khurdah.
Ram-Brahma Chackerburti, Balt.

Patit Pabana Bhattacharji, Kangacha,
Rakhaldas Sarmana and Nani Lall Shiromont,

A great public meeting was held at Banknra, in which all

the learned Puundits and leading men 8f the place were pre- .
sent, After an interesting discussion, it was nnanimously de-
clared that sea-voyage to forsign countries and residence therein,
conducted in accordance with Hindu usages, do not mvolve
the loss of caste. Among the Pundits who gave their opinion

vvere the following ;=

Sambhunatli Churamani.
Andutalal Vidyaratna.
Madhusudan Vachaspati.
Chandranarain Vidyaratna.
Romapati Vidyalankar.
Jagadis Chandra Vidyalankar,
Ramdayala Vidyaratna.

S e s

Thers is hardly o higher name &n Sanskrit Literaturo, at
least on this side of India, than that of Pundit Madhusudh&n
Smritiratna ; and this is what he said i his Txamination
before the Public Service Commigsion s

“I do not desire fo be examined generally in the issues framed by the
Commission, but only with regard to the objections felt by orthodox
Hindus to a journey to England. A journsy across the sea ig, according
to the Shesiras, a sin called “Pokirna” ; but it is not one of the oight
principal sing as laid down therein, It issuch a sin ag men uantally com-
mit. A man commibting such a sin would not be outcasted, Thoro ig no
difference between a journey across the sea to England and a journey to
any other place across the sea, A man who goes acrosy the sea to the
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temple of Juggurnath would commil just the snme sin as & man who wont
to England, Hindus who go to .Englauq’ or to a “Mleghha” country (2 ¢
a country whove the people gaé beef, doggﬂt follow the Vodas, and do not
observe tho caste system) commil a covlain Kiwd of sin, But, the commisge
sion of such a sin does not entail loss of cagte. ITindus avo put out thmﬁl‘:ﬁ
by eating prohibited food, such as winoe, food of Mleclihus, beef, &a  Tood
of Mlechhas is, strictly speaking, food of which a Mlochha ig the owner
and which has been cooked by him, But Mlechha food is ordinarily spoken
of a8 that cooked by a MlechHa, A Brahmin would lose his ensto, if for -
94 {imes in succession ho took food of the first clags, ¢, a. food belonging Lo

and cooked by a Mlechha, or of the food of the second.class, 7. a. that which

had been cooked by a Miechha 48 times. What has been said about the®
‘Brahmin is' equally applfc&ble to other classes; buil in the case of the®
Brahmin the penances which would have to be undergone would be

preater,”

Pundit Jadubeshwar Tarkaratna of Rungpur gave similar
evidence, This #¢ what he said :—

“There are various objections to going to England nmong Ilindus,
Firat, the Shasters prohibit the crossing of the Indus 4. ¢ the going oulside
of the boundaries of Indin, But this gin is not very serious and does
not pul a ITindn out of easte. Thon the oaling of certain kiuds of food,
or food cooked for thom by any but ceriain classes of persons, is prohi-
bited, .A journey over the sea to anothor country is not prohibited in the

€ 4 ‘

Shasters. The words used, Samucdan mﬁﬁ?‘fs, mean o gep-journey or o
journey to the pen; and this evas formerly undorstood ag meaning a
journey to tho sea for ihe purpos®of drowning one’s solf.  This was subse-
quently prohibited, but a journey over ihe sea to another couniry is notl
prohibited, if the food and the cooking restrictions are observed, Az re
gards the food dificulty, it is considered by one school of Pundils that
the sin can be expiated, bub that the person who commits the sin eannot
again associate with his caste-follows. By the other school of Pundits,
it is considered that the sin canmot be forgiven, but that the pexformance
of expiatory ceremonies would allow the offender Lo mix socinlly with his
caste-fellows. I am rather inclined 1o agree with the frst school of
Pundits in their opinion. I think that the toxt which has thus been diflors
ently construed applies Lo all clasges of Ilindus,”
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Haore we publish the Vyavastha of the late lamented Pandit
Taranath Tarkabachaspati with Bengali translatoin.

qHEATHTHASINAIATET |
1 aqEq |
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OPINIONS OF MEN (¥ LIGHT AND LEADING.

Lioy Bankim Ohunder Chattersi Bahadoor, C. I, B, hus, in the followin g
latter exprossed his views vegarding the movemend,

To
MADARAT-KUMAR
BINOY KRISHNA DIB BAHADUR.

IR,

Trn questions which you wish me to answer are such as
are best answered by professors of tho Dharma Sastras. 1 do
not profess the Dharmia Sastras, nor am I prepared to under-
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»take the office of expounding them, Bub Y have no objection
to offer a few® observatiouk regarding the present agitation
about sea-voyages by Hisus,

In the first place, I do not believe that it is either possible
or desirable to promote social reforms by invoking theaunthority
of the Sastras. I had to object on the same ground to tho Jate
lamented Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar's proposals to suppress
polygamy with the aid of the Sastras; and I bave seen no
ground since then to change my 0pmmn.”" This opinion I hold

‘on two grounds. The first is, that Benga.h society is governed
not by the Sastras but by custom. It is trne, that yery often:
custom follows the Sasiras ; but as often again custom con-
flicts with the Sastras. When there is such a confliot custom

carries the day,

The second teason for my opinion is that if society were
everywhere governed by the Sasiras, it is doubtful whether
the ~result will be social welfare, You seek to collect the
behests of the Sastras, regarding sea-voysges, and to induce
sooiety to follow them j;—are you prepaped to induce society
to be guided by the Sastras on all other matters as well? Oue
of the precepts of the Dharma Sastras is, that it 18 the duty of
the sudras to perfomw adninl offices for the Brahmans and
other superior oastes;~-do the sudras of Bengal follow the
precept ¢ * The sastras are not a guide here. Aro any of yon
prepared to eunforce this precopt t Do you think thab any
endeavours to enforoce it will succeed ¢ Will & Sudra-Judge
of the High-Court leave the bench or will the prosperous
Sudra Zemindar leave the Zewmindar's soab, to 1*eapaah£uﬂy
tend the feet of the Brahman mapufacturer of eatables ¢ By
no means, Bengali society obeys a portion of the Dharma
Sastras acoording to its mecessities, The rest it has cost off
bocause of its mecessities. The same feeling of mnecessity
may induce ib cast off what still remains, What good then
there is in seeking to ascertain the commands of the Dhayma

Sasbtras ?
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My own conviction is that it ig impca@ible to carrMout”

social reformation regarding any particular practice, merely
on the strength of the !S’cwtms without religions and moral

regeneration along the whole line, This I have tried to
explain abt length in my work on Krisna-Oharitra, I have al-
ready stated that society here is governed by custom, not
by the Sastras. Reforms in custom can be achiaved only when.
there is an advance in religion and morals along the}'whole
line, The present agitution is the outcome .of the advanoce
that has already takeén place. As society advances graduslly in
religion and morals, the objections against sea-voyages will dis-
appear, or if any opposition should still continne to exist, 1t
would be powerless. But so long as the full measure of
advance is not attained, so long it will be impossible to make
sea-voyages acceptable to society.

Bpt it has also to be observed that none of us are aware
of the exact to measure of opposibion which exigts in Demyali
soclety towards sea-voyages. I see that whoever commands
the necessary meang and is otherwise favourably eciroum-
stanced, does proceed to Hunrope when willing to do so. I
have not come across a single instance in which the journey
to Burope was abandoned out of rgspted to the authority of
the Sastras. But I am also bound to admit that most of those
who refurn from [urope wemain outside the palo of Hindu
sociebyr [t ig a question whether tho faulb lies with them, on
with Hindu society, Oun their return to this country they
volunteerly keep away from Bengali sociely by adopting
Eumpean habits and customs. They separate themselves
from us by adopting foreign costumes, foreign habits of
living, and foreign usages, Those who on their return from
Hurope did not adopt this course have in many instances heen
re-admgitted into Himdu society, If gentlemen returning from
Hiropa did generally vesume habifs and dsagos conformable
to Hindu soociety, it iy impossible to sny that they would be
a§ a body left oatside ity predinpss.

3
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Lastly, T have to point ous that before d8viding the, quéstion
as to whether sda-voyages afe in cau{'mn:uby to the Dharmnag
Sasiras of the Hmdus,ﬂt 19 ueceasffry to decide whether it is
not in conformity to Dharma (religion) itsolf. Must we yajeot
that which is contormable to religion bubt opposed to the
Dharma Sastras, merely becouse it 18 opposed to the Dharma
Sastras ¢ Many will say that alone which is confor mable 40
the Hindu Dharma Sastras is religion 3 and that which is not
conformable to them is irreligion, I am not prepared ta
admibt this, None of the older sacred books of Hindus say
so, Krishna in the Mahdbharata says,—¢ Dharma i is 80 called
because it holds all. Know that for certain to be Dharma,
which contributes to the general welfare.” (Karna parvan.
09, lxix.)

If the Mahdabhdrata is not guilty of a falsehond, if ?ﬁe whom
the Hindus worship ag the Divine Incarnatign i not guilty of
fala®®ood, then that which is for the general welfare i
religions. Now, are sea-voyages for the general welfare or
not f If they are, why should they be opposed becaunse they
do not happen to be encouraged by the Smritis ?

I venture to thinle that,Hindunism is not exalusively donfingd
within the Dharma Sastras, Hindunism is Catholic in itk sdépe:
In tho hands of the saintly anthoms of the Smritis, especially
in those of the modern Raghnnandana and others like himi, ;m
has shrank into narrowness, Bab the Hindn religion Wi {m%n E‘}
the creation of the Smdria sages The Hindun religlon %m A=
tional and existed befors them, It iz nothing unlikely therefore
that there should be ocoasional confliot between the traditional
teligion and the Dharma Sasiras. Wherd we find such a
conflieb, we ought to prefer to follow the traditional religion.
I do not admit the existence of any conflict hetween religion
snd the Hindu religion. If such a conflict oxisted there would
be nothing in the Hindu religion to be proud of. If such 4
oonflict existed it would not be entitled to its name- 6fikhe
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Bternal Religion, No such c.anﬂmt. exists, Sea-voyager are
conformable to religion becauaa they tend fo the general
good. Therefore, whatefer the Dharma Sastras may say, Bﬁﬂf
voyages are couformable to the Hindu rebgion,

27th July, 1892, (Sd.) Baxgm CmuNpnr CHATTRRIEK,

Col. Ardagh, the private seevetary to His Eroeellency the viceroy, has written
the follawmg letter to Baboo Kuran Chunder Roy Zemindar of Navatl,
on the s'w?yeaa of Sea-Voyages amony the Hindug i

Private Seorerary’s Orron,
Government Housn,

Oaleutia, 8rd January, 1892,
Drar’ Srg,

Accept my thanks for your good wishes. The pamphlet
on the subject of Sea-Voyages among the Hindus appears
to me to be de%ewmg of wide publioity, It is obviously de-
sirable that it should be generally known that eminent Pundits

have pronounced Sea-Voyages to bq,, gonsonant with the
Shastrag. 1 heartily wish suoqess to the movement,

Yours very traly,
Jn Oi ARDAGH;
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Sir Alevander Miller, the Legal Member of the Vearegal Counail, has ad-
drassad to Makaraf Kumar Henoy Krishne Bahadur

SIMLA.
17"4‘ 1892:

My Depas Mamarar K UMAR,

I have not until now had an opportunity of reading oare- |
fully the pamphlet you were kind enough to send me about
Sea-voyages by Hindus, You will not expect me to giveany
opinion upon the interpretation of thd& Shastras, a question
upon which I am quite incompetent td" spenk ; but I am sure
that il any means can be found to reconcile the orthodox
Hindus to voyages to Burope, and specially to England, 1t will
be of the greatest service to this country,

W,

At the same time I entirely agree with what you saiq 1n
your opening speech upon that occasion that any referm in
thd™mattor, to be useful, ““must be based upon the lines of the
Hindu method,”” Whatever may be the case as regards
political reform-—and even there I am not sanguine of the
result, if they come altogether from without~~I am clear that
gsocial reform mugt come entively from within, and must be in
acoordance with the %esling of the society, or they will be,
if not a dead letter, a hindrapoce to progress, I agree also
thoroughly with the lecturer whet he says that Hindoeo society,
like overy other living organization, has undergones and is
daily undergoing, change; but it must be recollected that,
a8 in the natural body, so in the body of society, such change
must be in itself indefinitely small, and must be assimilated
thoroughly before the next takes place. Too great changes,
and too rapid changes, only produce disease, I hope the
movement in favour of this partioular change will grow and
prosper, I am sure it would be very useful to Hnglish public
opinion if they saw more of Hindoo gentlemen. The BEnglish
iden, of a Hindoo is too frequently taken from some Bearer or
Ayah, who has accompanied his or her employer to-England,
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and: even the young men who corge over to read for the bar o
at the Universities, do_not mix enough with Tinglish gentle
men to affeot the foeling of goolety there, This is partly {rom
their being so few in number, and partly also,no doubt,

from the difficulties of langvage, which induce them to
stick a good deal together, I find the same thing, in the
opposite direction, when I am one of three or four Huropeans

in & company of Hindoos,

But unless the movement ig supported by men not only
of high rank but also of the very highest casto, two things
which donot always go together, it will not succeed, A man
must feel that when he returns from such a voyage he will be
welcomed by his compeers in both respects, and neither lef}
out of jhe religioup. ceremonies of his caste, nor looked upg i
as an inferior by his social equals, otherwise the right men,
men vf soclal and racial importance, will not have sufficient
inducement to cause them to take the lead ; and without*Them,
in 80 thoroughly aristocratic a society as the Hindoos, success

is impracbicable.

My defw Mnha.raj Kumar,
Yours - very Sinceroly,

ArpxaNopnr Mituer,
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oBuboo Jogendra Ohundra Ghosh of Khiddirpur hag*written the following i

o NEMAR Mrman Roab,
Garden Reach, Calouttu.

My Dear Mamiras KuMaRr,

I have rececived the pamphlet which yon have been kind
enongh to send to me,

Believe me I appreciate your movement very highly. X
look upon it in this light :—

We Hindus are subjeot to (1) a temporal power in those
who were ance our Kings and are now in your unfortunate
position of titular Rajus, and (2) the spiritudl power of
Brahmans. The tempoial power stands digerganized by having
been transfeired to Muosalmans and still more so by the
sovereignty of a Protestant power with whom the Arch-
bishop (of canterbury ) is subordinate to the King, With us
the spiritual power ever since the time of Parasuram have
abdicated all temporal aunthority ; and:the tempordl power
have put themselves, ever since the time of Ramchandra of

Oude, under spiritual m::thm*iby.
« ®,

Our Brahmans have had in addition to the well-known
functions I, @R, wqyiion, @fQary, II I, HYFIF, W1 dhe
one of ¥¥q], The last named funotion was exercised formerly
in various ways, Bub abihe present time we have 3 clasgen
of Brahmans 1. Lay Brahmans from the High-Court judge to
your Brahman cook. They are no longer priests bub their
children may any time return to the office, 2, Gurus, Purohits
and Pujaris of no Sanskrit knowledge and 8, the Adhyapak
olass, It is this last named class who are now the support of
Brahmanism., You have collected a mass of opinions from them
on the sea-voyage question, But the Adhyapaks must be
allowed to pronounce upon the subject at a #E{ on such ogoge
sion as ¥1% or other, when they are called"together for Sl
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And then their opinions will pges on to the caste-men of the®
396! throngh their F7% 5, ¢sitSr#ie or %1%l whatever the
name may be. You hold that important position, ¥ou must
slowly and quietly secure adhiesions. And then when the
ﬁbbmg'tima comes, the decision should be enforced by taking
into samaj some of those who huve made sea-voyages.

I think you will not take it amiss that I have writton ab
this length. You wanted me to write an essay, But the
question is one of pure dehiberation. Agitalion is a foreign
instrument and must pe suited to our national ways,

With kindest regards

July 8, 1892, I remain,
Youts Sincerely

JoGENDRA CHANDRA (GHOSI,

A i apara

The following <8 @ copy of a letier from Babw Kally Prosunno Glosh, an
enlightened meimber of the Pathuiwaghate Gloss fanaly, to an advocuty
of the movemendt,

Jorkpdoan Srrumr,
11th Qctober, 1892,

My DuUAR S1R,

I am in receipt of your very kind letter of yesterday,
I really do not know how to thank you suficiently for the
'very kind opiniow you entortain of me. I know it is due to
the partiality of a kind friend rather than anything in me to
deserve it, As regards the sen~-voyage question, set in by the
Sobba-Bazar Raj family, I am fully seusible of the immense
advantage odr countrymen will reap if they oan break through
the barriérs in its way. Bat we shall have to proceod with
great care and pradeded.” We must act in harmony with the
true spirit of our Shaatm% 5o w4 nob to unloose the very bond, *
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which binds our society. ,It has been a matter for congra-
tulation that the eminent Pundits oE the day have intorpreted
our Shastras in favour of the movomenb. I am sorry, my
present ill-health prevents me from attending the Provincial
Oonfamnce, proposed to be held on Thursday next, although
my naburally reserved disposition generally keeps me back
from attending meetings of any sort, But I can assure you
that the movement has my hearty sympathy, and though I am

unable to attend the meeting in person, I am with you all in
spirid,

Trusting this will find you quite hale and hearty; and offer
ing you my most heartfelt greetings of Bijoya in return.

I remain, yours sincerely,
(8d.) Karry Prosunno Girosw.

Baboo Surendra Nath Pal Chowdhury an enlightened Zewindar of Rana-
ghat evpressed hus opinions in the following leiter,

RANAGIAT,

The 2bth December, 1891,
Mouarar Kumar”

BENOY KRISNA BAIIADUR.
Drar Sir,

Personally I have {ull sympathy with the guestion of
Sea-Voyage—taken according to Hindu orthodox usage. I,
shall try my best to consult Brhamin Pundits of our cotuntry,
and ask them to give ont the true version of our Hindu
shastras on the question. My convietion is that no right-
thicking man will hesitate to further the cause, I shall

correspond with you now and then what can I do to help you
in the mattor.

!

Yours Sincerely,
SUuRENDRA NArE PAn OuowSmoRys i
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The Hon'ble Moharajo "Bahadur Jogadindra Nath Roy of Nators wiiiss e
the following lo Mahuraj-Kumar fi‘iﬂa;;/cs Krishne Bohadur of the

Shobhabazur Rui famaly e the subject of Sea-voyage amongst the

Hrndus,
No. 86, WELLINGTON STRUET.

16-2~D4.

My Dzar Kumar Bapapus,

I desive to express my ocordial sympathy with the seas
voyage movement. It is impossible for me to pronounce an
opinion upon the religions aspect of the questien without

consulting qmy Pundits, Bubt regarding it merely from tha
point of view of the good which it is likely to do I have ne
hesitation in saying that the movement is calculated to furthen

commerce, stimulate eduncation and contribute largely to the
material®prosperity Yand the intellectual advancement of the

country.
Yours truly,
(Sd)) Jacapinpra Narm Rovy,

Sir Richard Garth the late COhief Justice of the Culewtta High Cour,
writes the following lelter to Mofmm)flﬁwﬁar Denoy IKriskno Deb

Bahadoor,

-

DeAr SIR,
Pray acoept my best thanks for the Report of the proceed-

ings ab the Sobha-Bazar Meeting in favour of the Sea-Voyage
‘movement—1 have read it with the greatest interest,

You may be assured, that there ave fow old Indians who are
more zealous in the cause of Indian roform than T am ; and
although I eannot do much to help yon, and my ideas of what
are useful and neagssary reforms are not always in accordance
with those of your more advanced liberals, there are some
ponts upon which we-are heartily agreed, and as to whioch I
would gladly do all I can to lend you a helping hand,

4
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The object of your propent movement is one which has
my warmest sympathy, I confess Lne_vm' conld see the reason
or good sense of the restriction, which you are anxious to
abolish—I have talked to Hindn gentlemen aboul it oyer and
over again, and I must say, I never [ound one, who conld give
me any sensible explanation of it~—I do not presume to ques-
tion the anthority of any of your learned Pundits ; and I can
guite understand, that there may be some weight in what fell
from Babu Janoki Nath Bhattacharjya, that you cannot always
interpret phe Shasters from rationalistic or utiliterian reason-
ing, But I think that learned gentloman would hardly like to
admit that the Shasters are mere arbitrary rules, founded
upon no good principle of reason, or religion, or morality ;
and it may be, that there were good reasous for the restrie-
tion in former days, which have long sind® ceased to exist.

Thore can hardly be a doubt, especially after the experis
oncg.of the last few years, that young Indlan gontlemen do
derive vory great advantnges from vistbting England and other
foreign countries ; and it seems havcd, that they should bhe
deprived of those advantages, unless there is some cogant
reason in favour of tho deprivation,

Ior myself, T wish wiih all my heart that I could see your
countrywmon relieved not only from tlas, but from many other
restrictions conncelod wibth caste, which seom to me to have
retarded for years past not only their socinl advancement, but
their groatness and prosperity as a nation. I should hike to
see India what it ought to be ;~a hive of industry ;~—a mine
of wealth ; and a garden of prosperiby.

Providenco has been very bountiful to you, You have [ar
greater advantages than we have in Hogland, You have within
your own borders everything that you can wont, for food
olothing and comfort ; and even for wealth and luxury, Yon
have rice and ocorn stuffs far more than you require; an abun-
danoe of fish, flesh and fruit ; tea, cofféd, sugar and tobacoo ;
silk, wool, and cotton ; wines and minorals—~~wood and coal ;
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and above all, you can command,any amount of labour, at &
price mﬁmbely lower bhan we have to pay in Ihffsland.

What you want, my good {riends, is the sprret and ender-
prise and knowledge to utilize and appropriate all those bless-
ings, and turn them to gour own advantage. Bub to do this, yon
mush take a lesson from Huropean ndtions. Do’nt allow the
f{)relﬂ'nara to rob you of your birth ughts. Throw off sunch of
your restrictions, as are not founded on religion or reason or
morality, Study that invaluable book, Smiles’ Self-help. Take
a lesson from English enterprise and deiormination, and you
will be a great peopler

Very truly yours
RICHARD GARTH.

F. 5. I need hardly add, that I hope you will submit my
letter to your friends, (and my friends, for I am glad to rocog-
nize many many as such) ab the Sobha-Bazar Mesbing. T wish
the movement every success and I hope you will make any use
you pleage of this letter,

““We the undersigned having consulted learned Pa

- and ascertained the gense of the Skastras and the pmobmafa
*of the ancient Hindus are of opinion that a jomrney toa
foreign country by sea and residence therein, if conducted in

accordance with Hindn nsages, do not involve bhe logs of
caste,”

Moharaja Sir Narendra Krishna Deh Bahaduoy, .0 1.2 Shovabazar, Cal.
Raja Rajendra Narain Deb Babadu do,

Sir Romegh Chunder Mitter, Kt Bhowanipu,

Raja Grovindo Lall Roy Bahadur, Rongpur,

Kumar Rameswar Mallia, Searsole,
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Baboo Annada Prosanna Mukgriji, Zeminder, Goburdanga.
w  Qbhoy €haran Guho, ﬁleuttm
yw  Gopal Lal Mitter, Vice-ChairmSheCaloutta Municipality,
Eumar Manmathe Nath Mitier, Jhamapukur, Caleuiin,
Baboo Hem Chander Baueiji, Govt. Pleader High Court, Calenlta,
y  Kally Praganna Ghose, Simla, Caloutta,
»  Mohini Mohun Roy, Pleader Iligh Court, Calcutta,
g  Bamani Kanta Roy, Zeminder Rajshali,
s  Jogendra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, Zeminder, Mymensing,
yy  Harendra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, do. do.
,»  Kiran Chunder Roy, Zeminder, Naral, -
Grindra Nath Bhose, Thanthauia, Calcutta.
w  Kally Prosanna Dut, Vakil}fligh Court, Caleutta.
s Bany Madhub Bose, Beadon Siveet, Calcutta,
w  Kylas Chunder Mookerji Roy Bahadoor, Caleutta,
y  Bissumbhur Moitry, Combuliatola, Caleutta, -
o  Nilambar Mookerji, Exnil?l*ime-miniﬂter%Knahmir.
y  Mokhoda Das Mitter, Beneras.
Prya Nath Palit, Dingabhanga, Caleutta,
Norendra Nath Sen, Editor “Indian Mirror®
Girindra Kumar Dutt of the Hatkhola Dutt-family, Caleutta,
Mati Ll Ghose, Editor “Amritabazar Patrica.”
Kigory Lal Gtosain, Zeminder, Serampur,
Dherendra Nath Dutt, Tatibagan, Calentta,
Hem Chunder Mukerji, Zominder Jonai, Chorebagan ,Caleufta,
Rai Jolindva Nath, lewdln-y, M. Ay B Ly, Zeminder, Taki,
Roma Nath Dutt of the Hatkhola Dutt-family, Caleuita.

Nobogopal Mitter, Editor “N ftimml Paper,”

N
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Dy, Omesh Chunder Mitter,
s Surjee Kumar Savbadhikary,
Babu Ambiea Charan Banerji, Bowbazar Calcutta,
Raju Poornendu Deb Roy Mohashoy, Zemindar, Bansberia,
Babu Govinda Gopal Ghose, Jajan, Moorsheedabad.
Puandit Nemye Charun Siromoni,
Babu Achinta Nath Chackravarti, Bansheria,
,y Harihur Ghose, Shibpunr.,
s Benode Behari Ghose, do.
s JXKeshub Lal Hazea,  do
» Kalipndo Roy. do.
yy Abhoy Kumar Roy., do.
y» Punchanan Dass, Gobra, Burdwan,
y Ashutosh Ghose, do.



(20 ;)

Babu Lalit Mohun Dass, Burdwan.

3
)

3

Shoshi Bhusan Smha, J nggernuthpur Nuddia,
Gagun Chandra Sinh®, Bulwmn, Moorsheedabad.

Mohun Lal Roy. do.

,y " Jotirindra Chandra Sinha, Jolsool, Hughli.

3
s a)
3
N
N
N
HH
b §
)
¥
N
»
b
3}
})
)}
2}
i}
»
3
H})
3
"
1
3
b
1
)
3N
-}
)
L
b

1

3
)

r}

LA

Jotindra Nath Ghose, Baishnabtolla, Burdwan,
Kigsori Mohun Sinha, Caleutia, )
Bhupendra Narayan Ghose, Kulai, Burdwan,
Norendra Nath Ghose, Bansberia.

Gopendra Nath Ghose, do. :
Brojendra Kurfiar Hazra, Bally.

Troilokhya Nath &inha, Bhantua,

Chasu Chandra Sinha, Raipur, Beerbhoom,
Aghutosh Ghose do,
Dharmodas Roy, Patuli, Burdwan.

Nobin Chundra Roy, Rajhat, Hughly.

Mothurapati Rety. do.
Gouri Kanto Sinha. do,
Kanti Chandra Roy. do.
Troilokhyo Nath Gthose, do.
Siddeswar Ghose, do.
Jotindra Tall Sinha, do.
Girindra Chandra Das, 0.

Sarendra Nath Ghose, Bally.
Bhupati Nath Chatterji, 5. A, Bansberia,

Rulneaswar Chackravarti do
ITari Navayan Bhattacharii. do.
Girigh Chundra Onldar, « do.
Woomesh Chandra Mulkerji. do.
Beharl Lal Ghosal. do,
Chundra Nath Mukerji. do.
Preo Nath Banerji. do.
Upendra Nath Baneriji, do.

Aghore Nath Sinha, Bhatuah.
Glolock Chandra Ray Mohashoy, Rajhat.
Giopal Chandra Ray Mohashoy  do.

Hari Mohon Gangooly. Bansberia,
Sarat Nath Mukeriji, B. A. do,
Gati Nath Mukeryi, do,
Monmotha Nath Chatterji. do,
Promotha Nath Mulkerji. do.

Jogendra Nath Bhattacharji. do,
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Babu Moti Tal Coomar, KhamArpara.
y Jotindra Nath Nundy, Shabagunge.

»  Nikunja Behari De, dé.
y Sarat Chandra Bannerji. do.
% Chandi Charun Ghattak, do.
w Tarnk Nath Palit, o do.
yw Debendra Nath Bhattuéharj’i. clo,
s  dogobundhn Mukerii. do
,» Sutendra Chandra Dhattacharfi. do.
y Hari Nath Pal, do.
s Narendra Natlh Bhattacharji. clo.
sy Nobin Chandra Banerji, do.
yy Cora Chand Chackraburty., _ do.
;s Rakhal Das Chuckrubarty, do.
,,  Ramrokha Sinha. do.
s Sasli Bhusan Dobay. do.
» Poresh Nalh Sinha. do,
yw Sarat Chandra Chatterji, do,

,, J.edar Nath GGhosh, Huagli.
ey Ashini Kumar Mullik, do.

y Eeary Mohon Roy, do.
s Ashulosh Dutt, do.
s  Satish Chandra Bannerii. do.
y Bama Charan Mullik. do.

yy Birendra Tall Chowdhury, do.
s Gocool ChandrarMBlik. do.
» Susil Chandra De Neogy, dow

yw Sontosh Kumpar De, dOy
yw Neel Behari Pyne, do.
s Surendra Nath Dass. do,

,, Shib Chandrea Mullik, do.

»y  Satish Chandra Gupta. do.

,y  INorendra Nath Ghosh, do.

., Roma Nath Milra. da,

yy  Preranjan Basu do.

»  Surendra Nath Mozoomdar,

o Hari Das Chatlerji, Garifla.

o Kall Prasauno Mukerji, Chinsurah.

yy  Shama Charun Bhaltacharji, Bansheria,

Nearly two hundred heads of orthodox families round
about Bansberia have signed the statement,
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Babu Debendra Kishore Achaxjya @howdhury, Zeminder, Mymensing. -
,, Iovihor Mukerji, Govt. Pleader Bankura.

Q.
, Kuloda Prosad Muk&ji. do,
., (anendra Mohan Goswami, Sonth Barrackpur,

. * Pramatha Nath Mukerji, lale Sub~Judge, do.

 Jogendro Nath Mukerjed, Muusill, do,
,  Madhab Chandra Mukerjoe. do.
o Nilkanta Mukerjee, do.
. wBhaba Nath Baneijee, do.
, dJadu Nath Mukerjes do.

» Kisorli Mohan®Gossain, Serampur,
» Umesh Chunder Chuckrabarti, Munsiff, Seramput,

Ra1 Kedgr Nath Chatter jea Babadur, do.
Babu Kedar Nath Chalterjee, Senior Govt, Pleader, do,
., Abinag Chandra Mitier, Sub-Registrar, do.
5,  Bhagdwan Chandra Gossami, do.
» 4Glhoy KumargRoy Chowdhry, do.
., Moti Lial Mukerjee, dao.
o Mahendra Chandra Lahiri. do,
» Akhoy Knmar Bhattacharjee, do.
s  Nundo Lal Lahiri, do.
s Nundo Linl Glogsain. do,
y  Gopal Chundra Gtossain. do,
o Mohesh Chandra Lahixi, do,
yw Jivan Krisna Gossain. do.
yw Nilratan Roy Choudhury. do.
,, Behari Lal Sanyal, o,
yy Becharam Gossain, _x do.
» Gopendra Kumar Chatterjee, do,
» Debendra Chandra Ghose, B, &, Bhowsnipur,
,, Eriyanath Mullick, do.
»w Ashutosh Biswas, . A., B 1. do,
' ,» Atul Chandra Mukherjea. do.
y Kanti Chandra Mukherjea, B, 1. do.
,, oasi Bhusan Banerjea, B, A. do.
» Chandra Bhusan Banerjea 1. 1, do.
y Hemendra Nath Mitra, &, A, B L. do.
, Nogendra Nath Mitra. do,
» Ashutosh Mukerjea, m, A, 8 1, do.
sy Surendra Nath Deb, Zemindar, do.

s Ambika Charan Mitra, Zemindar. do,
s Adya Nath Basu, n, M, 8, do,
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Kuamayr Dakhineswar Mallia, Sgarsole,
s Pramathd Nuth Mallin,  do.
Babu Jnanendra Lal Dutt, Betalbon,
y  Chakan Lal Roy, Zeminder, Chakdighi,

",y Soshi Bhusan Roy. do.
,, Binode Behari Sinhﬂa Roy. d.o.
,y Shams Churan Ghosh, do.
s  lndya Nath Chuckrabutty. do.
» Ram IKrisno Basu. co.
» Fromatha Nath Roy. do.
o Ram Sudhya Bidyabhusan. do.
, TRojoni Lal Roy. do.
,, Amrite Lal Sing Roy. da.
yy Bonomali Bhattacherji, do,
, dugal Kissore Sing Roy. do.

Purnendra Narayan Sinha, Bankipore.
Mohini Mohan Chackrabarti, Pubna,
Jagendra Nath Mukerjee, Parnea,

-}
3
N
JKumar Raj Narain Chaudhury, Babu Hemendra Lal Gokwamy,
Narain Chandra Toeyari, Bechoo Lall Patak, Nil Mouey Arbajun, Kartik
Lal Arbaju, Bepin Behari Mitter, Ganga Duas Chuchravirti of Buasail,
Mohesh Chunder Noogi of Debanibas, Umachurn Dutl, Mymensingh,
Krishna Lall Mozamdar, ari Nath Candu, Mathura Nath Roy Chow-
dbury, Chandia Nath Dey, Surjya Kuwmar Dass, Bhola Nath Milter,
Hara Kumar Chatlerjiy, .l}dudym Nuth Chakrabarti, Babu Aghore Nash
Sannyal of Iulgaehi, Harl "Das Ghosh of Belur, Abinash Chunder
Gapgnly, Ram Cnmar Ghose, Nobokishore Karinakor, Muktear, Xailnsh
Chunder Karmokar, Muktear, Rafh Kishore e, Brajendra Cumay
Mukerji, Babus Madon Mohun De, Behari Linll Biswas, Nobin Chunder
Bose of Nasirabad, Gyanendra Nath Gaho, Surendra Nuth Roy, Satipore,
Kaghi Nath Chakraborti, Bansi Nath Pal; Gajendrn Narain Dass, Ragh s
Behari Ghose, Bidu Nath Guho, Dwarka Nath Banerji and Aswini [}umfw

Banerji.
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The * Vice~Chancellor Hon’bld Justice Gupndass Bfmel'ji;
referred in his speech gt, bhe convocation to the question of
Sea-voyages among Hindoos, ' He said i~ ~

“The movement recently set on fool to retoncile gea~voyageseswith

Hindoo orthodoxy may, if it succeeds, slimulate commarcml activity and
entzerpuse, and thereby open out frosh ﬁeldﬂ of, employment for our

ed ucat“apl young men.”

Dewan Bahadur®Raghunath Rao thus writes on the

question of Sea-Voyages :—

“With reference to the lelter of “A Brahmin” on sea-voyages, pub-
lished in your itsue of the 12th instant, my opinion is thal according to
the fundamental principles of the Vedic Aryan Religion t{ravels to
countries meyond seng”1s no sin. .The preseribed duties by the Shastor,
he canpol give up wherever he may go. The dunties consist of what he
should not do. 8o I&ng as he discharges his dulies, it is immaterial where
he is. The discharge of these dulies creates neither Poowiam nor Papam,
1 do not know what are the exact English words to these {wo Sanskrib
words. The aforesaid dulies command ug to love and worship God hy
treating His creatwres like ourselves, and not to injure ounvselves or our
neighbours by using prohibited food and drink, and by being solfish at our
neighbour’s expense, An Aryan is atated W Jho Grecian Elistories to
have followed Alexander the Great to emmtrws beyond Bharatavarsha,

lived there like an Avyan, and beh&ved like an Aryan”
®

Ll

™ Swami Alaram,—the greab political Sanyast exprossed hig

gpinions in the Nagpur-Congress, He said :—

#The loss of caste, consequent on a sea-voyage, is a pure misconcepsion,
Sea~voyage is not an ekadusi fast that is broken by eating a grain of gram.
There is no harm in a person cooking his own food and eating il anywhere,
Here you drink water brought to you through pipes, and there too you
have to do the snme, 'This in no way would take away your caste, Jbis
stated in Nanbnuck Chandrodaya that Gura Nannuek wont (o Mocen for
the people, slill he did not lose his caste. How think you, then, that you
would lose it by undertuking  sea-voyage 9 Though sixly years old and

5 .
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o sonnyasi (hermy) still, if T be 'nliw, cortainly I would go to Englund,
and with this viow I bave commenced stglyigg Tnoglish. Lhat well-known
Eairglishman, Mre, Bradlaugl, died while ‘labouring for your good, then
don’t you feel ashamed in shrinking from visiling Englmzd liig Livih-land,

hig home, which his death has hallowed., A series of Congresses held in
India would not be so elfeckive in rousing publie abtention in Briiain as o
single Congress in*London, Tel us, therefore, hold our Congregy in
1894 in London befove the threshold of our Mother Timipress 'V 1.;!(01:*1& and e

pray her tn radeon those solemn and sacrved pledges given by Dar 11&1111«3111;
in 1833 and by ITer Majoster hergelf in 1858.”

The late lamented Moharaj-Kumar Nil Krisno Deb
Bahadoor uttered ho following fow lines in the*2nd Caleutia
Congross : -

-y

“The cheers that you have accorded to the various speakers aro a
clear indicalion of your viows ag o the necessity of o misgsion to England,
I nover could have thoughl that so many gentlemen would be required
to suppoxb this resolution, believing thal you would at once adopl it when
it was proposed. Wa stand before the British public as complainants,
and the TIndian Ctoveramonl ig the defondanl, The Brilish Parliament,
should bo congideved as the renl jury before whom wo are bo lay our ense.
Fndor Lho civeumﬂ;mlmeﬂa I thiuk it {8 only propor and necossary that we

ghould send this ouw ']txrr}p'bml orand mission to Bagland ag you have
atrendy sent n Low individuals vo £eel fho way for them,”

The Jate lamented Pandit Prano Nath Sarwasati OXprossod

his opwions before tho Oongress Meoting held ab bzmlcubm,
1890. :

“Clentlomon, helonging as I do to 4 raco whose limits ave the anow-clad
ITimalayas and the dark wators of the ocean, and claiming as I do some
acquainlance with our anciont Brabhmau literatuve, I can traly testily
that there is nothifg in the tonols of our veligion which prohibils seas
voyoges @8 suel, that, I am confident, is tho botter opinion, and T dan
algo teslify, &8 boing in touch with thoe true orthodox opinion in Uppor
Tidin, that if it should please the country to endorss the mandalo

6f the Congress, with regard Lo the moeting in London in 1802, which
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T hope will be endorsed ab our next Congsess meeling in India, and if you
wil take cave to meet to the best of your power the spebial requiremonts
of orthodox ITindu gentlsméne-nd I have no doubt the best endeavours
will he made-if these wants are mel I can assme you there will be no
difficulty, in getting represenialive orlhodox Ilindua gentlomen feom
Wppor India to represent your country.”

Baboo Bhupendra Nath Bosa, M, A B Ly Attorney at-law

thus said before the Nagpur Cougress i—

“We, in Bengal, have made up our minds, and found our men.
Reverend Pwndits learned in the Shastras have pronounced that there is
no harm M & sea-voyage. Long before the question of sea-voynges had
become the burning question of the day, the only passage in the BShaslras,
which the c}ppﬁneutﬂs of reform cited in support of their nmrowminded
views, wagp interpreted gfor other puiposes by the late Pundit Tavanath
Tarka-Bachaspali, justly considered in his time the fust gramarian of
India, and he said thal nol sea-voyages, but the expialion of sius by
drowning one-gelf in the sea was what wag interdicted in the RKaliyuga.
Through a wrong interpretation of one single passage in the Shastias, we
Hindus had been burning ouwr widows fur centurios, and Lhrough the
wrong interpietation of anothex p{wsnga, we have shut thoddor on our
progress. Woll, gentlemen, the question of sea- voyages, A0 Tor a8 Bengal
is concerned, has, thanks to tho energelic cllorts -:}Jf Mahara-Jumar
Bouoy .[iviah:m, been practically sottled,,ant -ortholox  Tlindus, loary
with age, and of indisputable a.utlwmy live pronounced themeolves in
their favour, I have no doubt ﬁhq,vﬁ{a othey provincos of Iudia will
readily find men to espouse our cyuse in Tngland, The Cential Provinees
have pronocunced {heir wrrligv”" My fiiond, Mr, Mudholkar, continues 10

e {he same respactod mm}rh/l:' of Iindun gocivly ns he was before ho weul

o' England, at the mandate of the Congress and in obedience to the call

of duly,”

Mr, Parthasaradhi Nuaidu [rom Madras spoke lo the same
offect, He said :—

“I, however, think il reasonable that the arrnngements of the
London Congress should be suspended as signified in tho resolution in
question, 1 consider ihe ecauses that have contribuled to the suspension
as Providential; for during the two years thal will slapse, Pundity and
others might leroughly iuvestigate the question of bhe fonsibility or
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otharwise of sen-voyages, S0 thatf there might not be any persecution
when the baud “of Congress Delag&teﬂ.wtmned from England. I have
much pleasure in announcing the reporf fhat XL IL. the Maharajah of
Mysore and Ilis Eighness the Rajah of Bobbili ave contemplating visits
to England, and that they have asked the opinion of the Pundits in
Southern Indinand Bonaregg on the question of sea~voyages. 1Liis alniost
cortain thal the 1esult of this investigation will be favourable and hope
therefore that Delegatos from Indian will bo able Lo go in a body to
England and present to the British public their grievances in the most
right loyal manner possible.g

We exiract the following fow lines from the Report of
the Sinth National Social conference hold in Allababad, 1892,
in which the Hon’ble Justice Mabadeb Gobind Ranade ex-
pressed his opinions ;—

“In proposing this Resolution, Rao Bahadur Mahadev Govind Ranade
observed thal this question of sea-voyages had reached a slage, where all
that was necessary for its satisfactory settlement was organized action on
the part of tho lenders of native mocioty. Tho agitation in Bengal was
woll keplt up throughout tho yeaw, and thanks io the offorts of Kumar
Vinays Krishna Babadur, My, Sorendra Nath Banorji and others, the
old orthodox leadevs—both Pandits and lnymon-had been fairly won ovoxr
to the aide of progress, ol wns n sensible advauce to nolics that largo
numbers of Pandits and laythen had been convinced thab the Shastras
did not consider distant sea-vogages and rosidoneo in foroign countries

ay nele involving in thomsclves nu{ dogradation” On his side of the
cmmtr , My, Ranade stated this question has had a longer history, ex-
tending over more than 100 years, Udder (ho Feshwn’s rule, two
Bramhin agents of Shrimant Dada Sabeb Pesxhwa bad gone to Xugland
110 years ago, sud on their retwrn had been takou back into orthodek
gocioty, IMifty years ago an agent of the Satara Rajphs, who had gone
to Lingland, had Dbeen similarly received baeck into sosisiy. Since then
there had been a regular series of aceumulated precedentd, in which the
head Acharyns of different sects had made the same pronouncement time
after time after most serfons deliberations, On the Madrag side also the
question was exciting deep intorest, and as a proof of it, he would point
to the presence among ihem of alearned Pandit Kustur Rangacharys,
who had beepn expressly deputed by the Government of His Fighness
the Mahavajn of Mysore Lo explain to them the views of the learned men
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of that Province. TUnder these cireumstances Rao Bahadur Ranades
thought that it was not necessary for him lo take ®#p the time of the
meebing unnecessarily, and ]za' would at once ask, with the permission of
the meeting, Pandit Rangacharya, who did not understand Linglish, to
favour 4them with an exposition of the Shastiras on this vexed question
in Sanscrit. The Pandits are according to sorme friends out 1eal lendors,

and here we have a living aunthorily, expmﬂlding the meaning of the old
texts in a way which left nothing to be desired. Neither HEA-VOYAZH NOT

foreign fesidence involved in themselves any forefeilure of caste or social
degradation.”

Pamdit S, B. Gopalacharlu thus writes in the Asiafic
Quaterly Review,~dJuly, 1892,

“Our artisans and workmen require to know abont the improved tools
and proc#ses of manuclure used by the foreigners, and unless some of
our people go abroad it is not likely that this knowledge will be grined
for tho country. &b is humiliating to think of how many of the articles
in daily use in this country by almost all classes are impoxted from dhrond
instead of being manufactured here, We do nobt use a single pin that
has not been made in Hurope, and even our paper—except tho most
common qualilies~hag to be made for us by forcigners. OQur cullivalors
are ignorant of the best and most economical methods of agricullure, nud
go our land is not as produclive as it ought to be. On every account if
18 necessary that gome of our more intelleetunt fen should visil England
and other Huropesn countries ig order to find out what means may be
taken for the improvement of thescondition of this couniry. Weo shounld
remember the example of the Russian Emperor Poter the Groat, who
went to England and worked in a shipyards and then went back to tench
"Rhis own people how to work,”

The Hon’ble H. H. Risley thus said in the Shovabazar
Meeting held on the 19th August, 1892,

“Although this is a meeting of Hindoos assembled for a peeulinrly
Hindoo purpose, the Chairman has been good enough to permit me to
say & few words in expression of my sympathy with the objeat of the
mecting and in support of its aims. In my opinjon the move Mindoos
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et0 10 Tngland the beltor, A variejy of enuses, which I need not atlerapt
to specify now, hawe brought about the romarkable vesult that the highex
culbure of the upper classes in this Launtry"msm upon the basis of Linglish
liternimee and history, To get ihe bost oul of o distinelively English
onltuye, it iz obviously essentinl to visil Wngland tlselle  Ta all departs
menis of knowledge, literary sciontifie and politienl residence in Englundy
even if il he only ,[or' Lw8 or thioo yoars, can havdly fail {e be of the
greatest benefils to the Ilindoos oducated on an XEnglish basis, and the
gain of the individual will in the long run be the gain of the society to
which he belongs.

As regards the obslacles which the Ilindoo system offers {o there
visils, I am not competent Lo speak. Bul I %enture Lo tell you an ex-,
perience of my own which throws some light,upon the way Tho qmatwn
ig regarded by the Iindeos of Wesltern Judin or, al any raboe, by' FOIO
secbions of them, Two years ago I happened to be present in Berlim at
meeling of the German Colonmial Society held to discuss tho developmont
of German Fast Afvica—ihe counlry lying botwgen Zauzibareoul Lake
Tanganyika. Some of you may possibly kuow that a Jarge number of
Glermans have very magnificont idens as o the futuge of their African
Colonles, and expect them to develop into an Empire compairable 1o India,
Any way the meeting L was at wasa very large one, and gome of tlw
most infinential mon of the Colouninl party were present. 1L will perhaps
gurprise you to hear {that the main question diseussed with the utmost
vigour aud very slrong language on both sides was what attitude ought
the German Government to assume towards the Ilindoo merchants sotiled
in Bagamoyo, DtLL*nas-SM‘a,tﬁ, Rangani and other places on fthe consl.
According to tho German officiuly thege 1indoos were so numerans Lhat
the whole trade of the Alrican coast wag in thoir handg~both wholesale
and vetail—and the fale of tha Colony was said to depond upon the mode
in which they were trealod, Ouo parly wished 1o oxpel them in a
summanry Prussinn faghion, beeanse theiv loyally Lo Goerman interests cuulg
not be depended on, and the othor wanted to relain and encourage them,
The grounds of the controversy are immaterial for our present purpose,
All I want to ask 18: J{ the Iindoo traditions five as uncompromisingly
opposed Lo sen-voyages as the Pandit who just now spoke in Bengali wals

o make them ount Lo be, how did these Hindoo merchants come to bho in
Fast Afvien at all? They could notb have gol there by land, It would
seem then that in the Bombay Presidency the higher castes Lo whom the’
merchants who trade with Kasl Africa certainly belong do not take quibe
the samo view of the Ilindoo traditions as some of the Pandits of Boungal,
Aud the logio of facts which shows us u large aud flouvishing petilemant
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of ITindoo in Basl Afriea, and conatanl intereonrso hetgvaen that country

and Bombay may perhaps in tje end be trusted to gol the betler of tle
Pandits,

Bul wentlemen, is it primd fuela likely that this narvow and pednaiio
consbruction of ITmdoo tradilion can be ﬂnm%cb? I do not beliove il.  So
far ag my studies of the Llindoo religion andibeTligdoo soeinl system have
gorle, nothing has struck me more than their extraordinary il exibiliby and
adaptiveness. We were told the other day that Hindooism is cdeclining,
T 4o not agree in that view, I have scged in geveral oub-of-the.way
districts, and had oceaston to look cavefully into the spread of Ifindooism,
So far from losing groupd one could trace it year by year, or ceriainly’
decade by dgeade, absorbing by a process of impalpable but sure i osuly-
Lising wlyle tribes who until recent times has been beyond its pale.  Ono
answer at any rate to Mr. Monro's vecent leeture might be given in iho
words of an Ifplish poot.

“Lionk wegrwhere whole new thousands aie,”
In Vishnu-land what avatar,”

LT

Are we now %o be told that Ilindooism which ig 8o comprehensive
in ils grasp and adapls itself so readily to the needs of such diverse bodies
of men is unable 0 solve thiy comparatively minor problem of the social
congequenced of a sea-voynge ? One wounld have axpoeolod other things.
Looking at the Ilindoo syslem from one point of view one 18 tempted to
compare il Lo two august constitulions—the Lnglish constitution and tha
Roman Cathelic Church. It resembles }ha»ﬁrsb in ils adaptliveness in ils
power Lo conslantly changing {o moel changed conditiona of life if
resembles the second in iby compfrehensiveness, It hag yoom in il for the
Pantheistic philosopher and fox LTw Inbesl will convert from some form of
fetichism ¥ Can you say more for any system than that 3 Ouly I observem
and this evening’s proceedings lend point to the obeervation~—ihe Ilindeo

?ﬂeligiun secnma Lo have no central aubhority—it hus not yel sol up a Pope.
AIf it had, the difficulty we have just beon discussing counld Lawdly hnvo

avisen, You would not have had to appoint o commitles (0 seavch the
seriptuves and roport their view of son-voyages. Feople would have gone
to the supreme authority and got their mdors,  As it s, anthorites scem

to differ, and one can only hope that the common sense of the communily
will evolve some reasonable solntion.”

Babn Sarat Chunder Dags, 0. 1, m, thus said 1w

“Gentlomen,~I have entered this hall without any propavalion Lo
speak on the subject before you, Afier Ustoning o the lecturo and the
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antiging speechaa. made by the Pundits, T collected a faw pointy to sny
one or two words in the way of nnmglﬁug. But as the spell of M.
Bannerjee’s eloguence and the thoughtful specch of the Ilon’ble My, Risley
have banished them altogether from my mind, I am unable to make any
remdfrky, I shall, therefore, place before you one or two facls egamling
en-voyage which I considergiseful. In doing so, allow me first to oxplain
what I uunderstand ef thd meaning of the subject in quesiion, “Noes o
Hindoo lose his caste by crossing tho sea % The question whether he will
lose his casle by going to Amerion or Burope, is not before us, I rend
the little pamphilet on Senﬂ”oyuge which JKmmar Benoy Krishna kitidly
,guve me the other day. I noted one or two poinfyin it, and interrogated
the Pundit of the Asiatic Sociely as to what may be the coniparative
moral merits aceruing from different kinds of holy ablutisns. Ile said
that the moral merit of bathing in the.gea oxcecded that of Bathing in
Ganges, The former being, indecd, the yeposilory of all the snered waters
of the world, and millions long to require that merit Dy*ablution in the
Glangn Sagor. From thiz it is evident that the&a is no unholjness in the
sea. There cannol be any demervit in crossing 1. Thoe second point is
whetlher a Ilindoo (proper) would consider it defilement to sil together
on Dboard the ship with other people. I{egarding'thia I would like to
know if you all are awanrve whal i going on in gome of the districls in
Bengal, [or inslonege, let wes see whal is {he praclice followed by the
peopla of Chittagong, Noakholly, and Comillah regarding sea~voyage.
Aboul, forty years ago, the peopls of these distriets vsed to come to
Coleutin for Dbusiness, or Lo ravel for pilgrimage Yo the holy places in the
North-West Provinces &ye®thg cirounitous roule across the jungles of
Baskergunge and Sunderbund, "This journay which would generally take
20 or 22 days was ragurded with drtfud by the people on account of the
piratical habits of the Nalives of SBunderbund, Al that period Bralmin
youths from these three districts, wundergoing the privalions of this
jowrney, wsed frequently to visit Nudden for learning Sanskrit, But ag
soon as B, I, Navigation Company opened thoir sleam for sorvies belwedhy™
Caloutia, and Chitbagong, the people of (he abovo districts abanalmmj
the cirvenitousn Sunderbund.route. 'Lho Brahmang, who had a tervor for
gen-vayage, nsked Lhe advice of the Nuddea Pundits as to what course to
follow, Under the cirenmstances the Pundils freely gave their opinion
that the Biddhartt would do well to nndergo the s{pamer journey, 'The
number of Pundils of Chittagong, that used to go to Nudden at thab
period, wag about 120, Last year L mel with » largo assembly of .
Brahmans on the occagion of my mother's shrad, when I asked them if
thay still go o Nuddes,; they told me that no one among them is consi-
dered a Pundit who has not read under a Nuddea Pundit at least for
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12 years. Census can alone tell us with adeuracy the number of Brahmana
who inhabit these three districts, The opening of miﬁmy in Eastorn
Bengal and also river-steam@r ze}vica have now-a-days diverted the way
of the people of Comillah to go to Goalundo, and it is only latoly thoy
have commenced to travel westward by rall in preferencs to stuamsy.
The President, Sir Narendra Krisna, and Kugar Boenoy Kiishna possess
axtensive zemindari in Comillah, Il is casy fer thgn to asceriain from
their ‘own talukdars and tenants in what numbora few years ago, the
Comillah people used to come here viz Chittagong. The ITon'ble My, Llisley
who 3 the _11ea.c1 of the Statistical and Mawiw Departmaents, could tsll
vou how many millions®f Hindoos make sea~voyages from here and Lhe
HEastern Districty of Bengal at igga,  Orissa is o parl.of Bengal, and
the Uryas are gyell known for their caste tenacity, I believe no less than
two milliong of Hindoos are annually carried across the sea by the B, I, B.
and Chandbally steamers, from Chittagong, Akyab, Rangoon and Orissa,
Has any one of them ever lost his caste ?

Léaving Indian sheees, we may travel for furtherevidence on thia
subject to the Ear.llast. At Shanghai, there are aboul L00 ITindoos who
have gone there from Penares, Allababad, Cawnpore and the FPunjab, and
all of whom are employed in the Department of Tolice, the Military
Department, and in commerce. At Hongkong, whilo living as the guest
0of a Marwari Hindoo merchant, I mel with o merchant of Ylyderabad
in Sind, He told me that several of his Hindoo friends had shawl firms
at Yokohams and New York, Two of his brothers also were al the time
[1888]) at New York, I asked him and my Marwari host, hiow was it
that they were not cast out of gocioly forinving undertakon sen-voyage
to such distant places. They told me thal they always carried with them
a large quantity of dry food sucheas parched rice, flour, brencle, lueht,
gaza and lurw, They drew fresh waler from a tank like reservoir in the
steamer, from which salt has been drawn out by a chemical process. [So
tr‘,;ay had no necessity of carrying water from the Gangen as the sea~wator
effl be converted into fresh water.] At Banglkok I gayr.n clasy of Ilindoos
called Cling or Kalinga who have temples, gods,and goddesses like those
ofﬂggg.. There are twenly Brahman families who perform the soronation,
ceremony of the King of Siam, prepare the eculendar, and serve His
Majesty as Court astrolugara. The chief of them wenrs the decoration
of the order of White Elephant, -
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The Indinn Mirror of 20th August 189&, Wriles fw-s

“Ships were not unkfown to Inde-Aryans. They went Lo differont
parts of the woild, &nd Iindu avcheologicnl vemains are to be found still
in South America, Commerce flourished among the Lndo-Aryans, hoeanso
they knew how to navigale ships. Neither their religion nor theix gucin.l
cagtoma prevenied them f®m nudertuking sea~goynges, The Dbar to our
crosging the sen iv only an introduetion of later growth, like similar other
re-actionary customs, whigh only have the efl8ct of retnrding our national
progress. We cannot understand why we shounld lose cfte, if wo visit
foreign countries without trespassing on our tenols as good Mindus, and
without sacrificing oux nationality. The lands of other najion are as much
God’s lands as Hindustan, and o custom or a law which prevents our seeing
other lands, and cultivating friendly and hushagss relations with them,
ories against very Nature. Wo ought to see as much of God’s universe,
and to enlarge our knowledge of mon and things ag we can befode we die.
It is certain that we cannol be a great commercial people unless wo cross
the blue-black seas, and visit distant countries, and open trade relalions
with them. Is is thus, and ihus alone, we can advance our mnierial
prosperibty, and save ourselves from the pangs of slarvation. Thoy ave
our enemies who stand in the way of Lhe fulfilment of auch a purpose,
The sea-voyage movement among the Hindug is & most imporlant one;
and the modern Ilmdua, who bave fnllen so much from the position of
their ancestors, will add immensely to their honour and huppiness, by
making the thing a suoccess withoml doing the least injory to their
religion,”

Che Indian Mirror of 17th August 1892, writes :

“Next in importance to the question of religion among the Hindus,
is the question of their material prosperily. Strangoly enough, it s in
the name of their religion, and using that religion as their pretext, that
the Hindns have brought about their present material decadenve, In the
nawme of their religion, they marry early, consummate their marrvinge
early, do many other foolish things; and, most important of all, iu the
name of theix religion, they refuse to cross hala-pani and travel Lo foreign
lands by sea. It is not that our home-loving Iindus have ever horaely
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wits, but want of locomotion and enterpuise does not bring their wits inte
fair exercise. The Bengalis are ouly now to be seen®in distanl places
like Peshawur or Quebta, bMtLHen nol in any independent avocations of
trade or commerce. The Mat*wa.m, we heliove, iy a good Iindu, but it 18
exceedingly creditable to him that he is ubiquitous. Tle is not educgted
in our sense of the word, but that does not hamper him a bit, and whex~
ever he goes to Cabul, or Balkh, or Hong-Kyg. everywhere his strong
banking and trading instincts bring him a fortunc in‘h short time. Only
a day or two ago, a Bhattia gentleman addressed a letter to a vernacular
contemporary of Bombay, in which he said that though Ilindusg, his
caste had never been divided on the questbion & sea-voyages, that Dhattias
conld be meb ab M&urltms, Mozambigue, or Natal, and that at the
moment of Wptmg, he himself was engaged in organiging a party of
Bhattia agd other Iindu tourists to proceed to Chicago to witness the,
World’s Fair, Marwaris and Bhablias among the Hindus make sea-

voyages, and ave engaged in trade and commerce, and thrive well, but
the vast majority of the Hindus are steeped in indigence. And yet we do
nol, see wﬁy the Hinds, as a people, should not attain to material pros-

perity, Jndia is very vich in ils raw products, but foreign traders export

gome of them, manufficture them into thipgs of everyday use, and import
them hack to India. All the gain is theirs, and all the loss is ours, And
yet we go on complaining of our growing poverly, though the remedy
lies so entirely in our own hands, Ilindus travelled from land to Jand in
ancient timew, but they mustnot doso now, Who sayaso # Who lays

down the law 7 They say, their religion ; we sny, more customn. Balbu

Bunkim Chunder Chatterji said very truly that the Ilinduy of to-day,

at least of Bongal, are governad move by‘buahnm than religion, and they

are digplensed, bocanse he has seughi Lo bring the naked txuth home to
them, Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Xe@8bna is the representadive of a most

respectable orthodox Ilindu family of Caloutla, but because he happens

to hold liberal and enlightened views, and because he leads the movement

f%saauvoynges, he is being aunathematised. Butb as to those who attack

I:‘nbu Bunkim Chunder Chatterji and Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Xrishua,

ara they better Hindus, in point of religion than the genilemon whom

they altack? We must say,al the probable rigk of angering many, thab

the Iinduvs have fallon away from their roligion, and arve swayed by

customs which came into existence, God knows how, ]}ut even these

cugtoms are not held paramount oxcopt in the cnse of gda-voyages, So

long as one conforms to the outward forms of orthodox custom, so long

he enjoys the repotation of being a good Findu. Let him perfovm o

Sanskarae or two, and he has digcharged all his religious dutma, and tha
vemaining eight or nihe S¢nskeras need never be perfarmad And thug
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- wedded to custom, and not to true religion, the Mindus go on, pootrer and
poover every dda¥, in spirvituality, and sunk deeper and deeper in abjoct
poverty, God’s wide universe thay cuﬂtgol? geo, but this little earth, on
which they are born, even thal they obstinalely vefuse to know, They
will, romain at howmeo, moaning and groaning, but they will not use the
wings of freedom which tlmy possess like any other peoplo, They com-
plain of foreignuers drmnwg away the woalth of the country, but are
they not themselvos much more to blame for it than those fm*eignera,
who ave, afler all, making the bost of their opportunities 1

The Indian Union of Allababhad thug writeg —-

“In these provinces the question ig not of o much importance, The
Kayasths, various olasses of Brahmans and other caste-men have taken
“England-returned” barvisters, merchanis andepthoer persong without
much fuss about il. Tf the highest casto Brahmin goes to England and
livgs earefully to the orthodow indoo style, ready tQ listen to thedictates
of the orthodox Ilindoo community—no ome will have the slightest
objoction in faking him back, This we can safoly asscrt. o we have
not much anxiely for our men here, who may go to Hngland for the
country’s cause. Bul the orthodoxy of Bengal, il seoms, is differently
constitnted. Some of these have raiged a hue and ory in deflance of
honesty, candor and deconny ovor this question whish would not raise
them much in the osthwoRtiog of their sensible fullow-conntrymen bath
in and out of Bengal, Thore aro Hindug, our Bengoles frionds musb
know, beyond the limits of Bengal I*':operwwhﬁ ave bobter Minduy than
modudern Bengnlaes, genorally spenking, can ever claim to be. They observe
the rigid discipline of caste, they do nol take food prepared by others,
and mostly cock their own food, observing Iindw rites as strictly as they
.can be observeds 'What is the average Bengal Hindu of to-day, to thejp
truly orthodox scions of the Avyan race ?

Now censuve apavb, lel ussee whether sea-voyages are prohibited to
the reel Iindus, The only texls agoainst samudreyairasvikaram in the
Kuliyug oceur in an wupapurance, the authority of which has all slong
been disputed and naever practically obeyed, TFor in the same broath the
writor prohibils ageeticism ; and the race of sunyasis, sadhus and yogis
bespeak of the utter worthlemsness and practical impotence of the texts
alluded to. To add to this, the best interpreters, annotators and pro-
fossors, indead most of them are unanimous in declaring the texts do



(45 )

not prohibit every kind of Samudrapitra or sea~voynge, What betler
practical proof can there be of the impotence of fhe texts referred
to than pointing ant to thd Thonsands of Bengalee Pilgrims who visit
the temple of Puri and cross the XKalapani on bhoard the Briliah
steamers ? We need nobt mention those who go to Madiras, Coylon,
Rangoon and other places and thus undertake sea-voyages, nor the trans-
‘ported criminals received back into the bosom of Hindu Bociety. The list of
the ‘Pilgrims to Puri will alone suffice fo bring the pseudo-orthodox to their
senses. It follows thal sea-voyages are not to be condemned meraly because
the¥ are sea-voyages, There remains the mogl reagonable objection which
a genuine orthodox Hindu may bring forwird, viz.—the qttestion of p :
taking prohibjted food. Certainly orthodox Hindus cannot permit thid ¢
nor is it degirable that they should do so. Sociely is bound to keep its
prestize and orthodoxy, is bound to obey the Sasiras. It is therefors.
desirable that arrangements should be made for orthodox Hindus to procaed
to England without partaking of the least objectionable food whatever,

and livin%iu the genuine orthodox style. Tor those who will not or canmot

conveniently do this, 1fist be enforced the observance of a penance in ag-
cordanee with the Sastras, as taking of prohibited food is bub an wpapatek,

or minor crime. We are fully aware that custom, with s, has preference to
the Shastras, which it shonld not have, 'We are equally certain of the fact

that it is impossible to guida or reform the backward members of society,

unless you attempt to convinee them in a throughly moderate, prudent
and reasonable way. We do not therefore agree with the dashing ro-

formers of our land, as we cannot agreo with the exiremoely bigotted

gection who will not lislen to the Shasiras ow rgason, but have their own

way, simply because of their lmving‘;imbilged a custom which the Sestras

do not enjoin and which ig not obferved by all who have the right to call

themselves orthodox Hindus. * '

Bengal, of all our Provinces is the firat to come under British rule

« and it has thexefore been forward in many respeots, Leb it not be backe

- ward now in taking practical steps to further the country’s good, leaving

party feuds and quarrels aside. Customs may and do change, but not

the Shastrins, So it is advisable to base orthodoxy on the Shastras and
not on customs however old.”
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The Indim}i Daily Newd of 15th November 1892, thus
writes 1—

“It must be a matter of extreme sntisfaction to all lovers of progroess
to note the steady way in which this movemeni is gradually »gaining
ground among the ITindu community, Tt makes ono's heart lenp with an
ecstacy of joy to find the edliented orthodox Ifindus come fc:arwnrdnwith*‘
the full sense of the duly which they owo to thoir motherland in their
maise-worthy endeavounr to cast off those prejudices and blind bigotry
which bar national improvement. They are now beginning to porceive
what an amount of mischief % the nation has been Herpetrated in the name

“of their sacred 1eligion when the ban against sea-voyage was first
fulminated, It was the darkest day in the annals of the Ilindun race:
Tt way nssocinted with those evil dnys whicl were connected with, national
humiliation for the Ifindus. It was propagated at the time when the
glovy of the ITindn nation was on the wane and Mahomednun supermacy,
with its concommitant evils, was assevting itself throughout the erpire.
It is strange, on the other hand, that the practice ¥ sen vnyuge”ia always «
asgocinted with the brightest days of all nations, be they Hindus or of
any other nationalily, It is conunected with the Drightest days of the
Hindus from the time when their god like Rishis sang the sacred Vedas ;
when thoir arts and sciences wora the wondors of the wold ; when
their snered land was visited by pilgeims from olher countries; when
conguevora like Alexander admired the people; when their manufactures
were highly prized al Romo and all the then known world 3 whan poels
like Kalidas and Bharuly leved and composed theiv immortal poems down
to the time whon tho TTindus still rotained their gpirit of independenco.
We aoe a vevival of this praclice rhttempted al the dawn of the Mahratta
powor, when Sivaji the Great captured several ports in the Arabinn
Gulf, As we have alroady seen, the practice of seavoyage came into
disuse among the Ilindus when a death-like torpor succeeded to their
former activities in all departmonts of civilisation, This period is nla';:g"
intellectually blank for them, They have no author to hold befove the
world ag their pride, They left the pursuitsof all noble functions, so
much 80 thai all gorts of rank superstition and blind prejudices ran
rampant amongst them till they began to believe any and every saying
composed in Sanskrit as the ultorance of the Shastras, however mischiev.
ous or irrational the saying might be, 1t is no wonder then that at this
period, when nobody enred to see for himself, and when every doctrine,

however tending to national degradation, would pass unchallenged, this
migchievous dpetrine of interdiction of sea-voyage by FHindus in he
name of their religion would be preached and accepted by the very people
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who were perhaps the first to navigate the ocean, and derive the benefits
therefrom, for a period of three thousand yeavs, Theeeople had lost all
apirit of adventure and mmmﬂma, and this doctrine, coming with the
spirit of the times, in rrmmed itself o much with the people that thoy,
even now, become incensed if this doclrine be questioned, They will uol
believe that the Shastras speak apainst this doctrine, and when the pundits
ssay 80 they only half believe their statemendi. tlmuigh they cannol nesign
any réason for il. Some even oo so far as to question the utilily of the
movemeht, We thus see there are three classes of persons who, for
soute reason or other, oppose the present movement.

First, those who complacently remain contented. with the notions they
have 1mbibeds from thew childhood, however wiong these may be, and
would not ¥ave their setiled notions rufiled for any consideration what-
soever. Second, those that have not so stiong a bias against sea-voyage
but are ready, to go to the root of the question from the shastric point of
view, Third, those who queshion the utility of the movement itself quite
apart fropsits having gy religions sanction or not.

The first clags of objectors fondly believe that they are the true
custodiang of the Hindu faith, and as such 1 is their duty to oppose any
and every movement which runs counter to their set notions of Hinduism.
When any person supports their view, they eulogise him and ocall him a
true Hindu, bui the next momenl if the samo person wnfortunntely
happens to differ from them on any point, they freely abuse him and ery
him down as anything butl Llindu. They do not even hesitate Lo arvognte
to themnelves greater knowledge of the Shmtma and of ITindu religion
generally than oven the pundils, the trie axpogitors of Hindu Shas(vag,
can claim to. Their opinion is fmﬂmd beforeband, Their self-sufliciency
does not permit them even to enter into Llie marits of the question, Ahey
are blessed indeed in their vanity and ignorance, Lot them remain so,
if they so like,

The second class of objectors are quite conscious of the Lenefils
derivable from sea-voyage, bub they ask if it be consonant with the spiLit
of the WShastras to break through the existing cunstom, When they get
the opinion of the pundits—the views of the Shastras aboul sea-voyage—
they hail the opinion with joy as the harbinger of a better day for India.
But still they entertain some doubts as to the practicability of the movae-
ment. They say we admit there is no objection o sea-voyage and residoypce
i foreign countries perse, bub is il practicable for a ITindu to live like &
Hindu under the circumsiandes ¢ This objection Lhe promolers of the
movement have thoroughly met, They give, in support ‘af&their conten-
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~wtion that it is quite practicable fo.live like a Ilindu on board a ship or
. duving residence M & foreign conntry, thae opinions and evidence of men
thoroughly qualified by their axperience Lo"b: ewtitled Lo our confidenco,

Sir Willinm Comoer Potheram and othar eminent Anglo-Indian OMf-
ainls, *Mpr, Glostling, President, Pooua Indusivial Conforence, hithself a
vegolnrian, the Indian Luigy Nows, havo all expressed their opinjon that
it {8 quite possible fee o peraon to be a vegetarian in England. There i '
no lack of necessaries for the ITindus there, - '

Babus Surendra Nuth Danerjeo and Trailokys Nath Mukerjee, who
had been to England, hzwe‘prmmmmed their opfnion in unmistakable
danguage in favour of this econtention, Meﬂerﬁi. Thomas Cook and Son,
than whom a greater authovity on the conditions of Lravgl cannot be’
found, have pronounced their deliberate opinion in these terms i “Indeed
go far ng the practicablity of tho wovement is concerned, wo from our
exporience in these malbars ave in a position Lo say that wo objeetion on
that score meed be raised, either as rogards the arrnngement on hoard
the steamers or the residence in England.” The Womoters of Ve move-
ment have not sbopped with citing opinions only ; they have giyen the
experience of men who acbually lived in the ITivdu%tyle in Europe and
elsewhere, Tho ageetic Paran 'arl and the Guzerati whom Babu Rabindra
Nath Tagove meb in Iingland, ag well ag the Marwari merchants whom
Babu Sarat Chundea Pos, o 101, moeb in Ching, and the Marwari mors
chanta of Now York mentionod by him, the Llindu merchantys of German
East  Afvica montioned Dby the IXon'ble DLisley al the Sobha Bazar
moeling, bear living toslimpny to the practionbility of the movement.
The thousnuds of Llindun GovoPamaent officers svith their families, nieps
chants, mombaevs of the learnod professions, and lubourers and Tlindn
BEPOXE, who almoat every weok go to®Clhittngong, Burma, Afvca, the
remoto colonies of lingland, Franes, e, and olsuwhere, prove conclusively
that it is quite possible for a pordon 1o live the Iindu life anywhare on
the faco of the earth if he cares to do 8o, Indeed the evidence on this
point is overwhelming. -

The third class of objectors hold various opinions regarding the elfects
of sea-voyage on ILlindu socieby, Some are afraid the Ilindus will lose
their natlonality; others doubt whether the mischief to be done will not
outweigh the bhenelits dovivable from the rovival of this custom; and a
third class hold that ag sea~-voyage can foster materinlism only, the Iindus
will lose their spirkuality. "

These objections againet sea~voyage axe not specific but had beed and
are belng constantly urged ngainst edugniion and modern civilisation,
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The bond of nationalily is strengthened rather than wenkened amongsl
the people of a conquered country sunk in alnost hopeless atatle of mim?ry
and dependence on other mog)m if the mombors of ihal commuuity
visit other free and independent couniriecs. They sce what life the peoplo
live there, what blessings. they enjoy, They learn what nalionality E
They apprecinte and value the living national feeling, They fully seo by
contrast the measure of dearadation to whih their country has sunk,
They. feel with poignancy their miserable situation; they shed many a
silent bitber tear for the misfortunes of their couniry; they imbibe the
nobla feeling to raise their fallen couniry from tlte depths of her misery
to a state equal to thowe which they see and#hdmire. We see this noble
patriotism working in the breasis of men like Messys, Sn;wendra, Nath
Baunerjee, Monmohun Ghose, W. C, Bonnerjea, Romesh Chundra Dutt,
and o host of others. Indeed the political movements of tle country
tending to *national welfave are in the hands of mon who visited Bngland,

They are the maving spirit of the National Congress.

EnglisfPeducation a#l the new environments brought forth by modern
civilisation have created in the minds of the people of this country new
ideag which they admire bul feel it difficult Lo assimilate to malke theso
- their own. Sea-voyage and rosidence in Western countries help the
sojourners there to assimilate these idens, This is what led Indiun
Nation to write ;—*The immoemorial prohibition of the Ilindu to cross
Kalapani (the black waters of Lhe see) has sealed his doom, has offocied
his political cxtinelion, and lefl him an intollectual roue.” "Thoe Tlon'ble
Mr, Risley said the same thing when ha l'atmwlgath“ Lo get the besl out of
a digbincetively English culfure, it is obviously essontial to visit XEngland

itgell,” We {hog goe son-voyago is e necessary supplemont to the educas
Lign vhich the people are now recei®ing,

There can possibly Do no differonce of opinion ahbout the bonefinial
eflects of sea-voyage on the matorial condition of tho country, The
ecohomic condilion of the country requires ihat poovple should visit
England and other western countries, without the least possible delay,
to learn mamufacturing industries and establish agencies there for tho
purpose of commerce. No manufactory here can now ho established
withoul the active co-oporalion of the Buropenns, They, thorefore, gel the
most of any venture thal may be slarted by the nalive enpitalists of the
country, ‘LThe economig condition of the country is below.normal, ang
the tendency is siill downwards, Mosl of tho peop live almost on
famine ratjons, and the least failuve of crops ocumrries away thousands
from the land of tho living, It is not lyxuries bul bare necssaries of life

7
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for which sea-voyage is absolulely yequived, Theve is no olher way io
improve the econBmic condition of the country,

The Objoctions of thoge who nre afrnid of the inovensge of matorialism
and logs of spivituality of the people resls on some misunderstanding.
The¥ seem to think that if the people take to heller their materill condi-
tion according to the ideag imbiboed from Wostern couunlries, they will
neglect their dovotiow Lo roligion, and as the result place greal value for
the welfare of this life than for hereafier, Their contral iden secems to
be that & man eannot ber1eligious living in the bosom of his family; that
the Clribhasthasram, ia notﬁha proper sphere fa; relicion. The greatest
religious teachers of India have prenched against this docirine; and wo
need obsexve nothing further than this that what the doctzinaires express
they do not fell, and preach a doctrine; they cannot and & unot observe
in their practice or make the people follow their advice.® We may,
howevaor, romark here, by way of parenthosis, that the wvery text quoted
by the opponents of the movement in favour of their contention that
genvoyage has been interdicted in XKali Yugn spegks against this doctrine,
and about the interpretation of that portion there is no difference of
opinion, The alarmisis, howevar, may take heart in that so long as the
ITindus retain the memory of their ideal, and sco somo, oven amongst
them, trying to go up to that ideal, no fear need be entertained as to thoir
deviating from the path of religion they are now following. The chardaks

of Tndia counld not divert them from their true path, nor can the charbaks
of the West make them do so,

There are many olpow objoctions of a aimilar nature, more imaginavy
{han real, which are urged agdinst soa-voyage and indeod ngaingl modorn
civilisation, These objostions amouni®to this, that the snvago life, as the
illmgtrious Rousseau once tried Lo repYesent, is tho aveadian purily and
poace and oivilised life, the odious, abominahble contrast. Somo people

will always pine for them, but the world will move in sgpite of their be-
wailings and lamentations, |

It hag been attempted to give in o suscinet way the general drift and
character of the present ses-voyage movement. It is an attempt 1o revive
a benefictal cugtom which prevailed in the good old days of India, and
which ceased to be in vogue with the downfall of the Hindus. The
methods adopted by the promotlers of {he movemont is Hindu in its
spirtt and in it8 working, It is only an outward manifestation of the
deep under-currdnt of thoughts and ideas that are rousing a noble and
once pussiant nation after a long period of almost death-like torper to
her former activities in all the various departments of human thoughts
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and actions. The people are beginning te be painfuly awakened to their
present deplorable situation. They perceive the force 8f the remarks off
the late Mr, Robert Knight it gh% columns of the Statesman so far back
ag 1885, that “whila Chinese emigrants are crossing and recrossing the
groat Pagific -by myriads—while Bnglish boys are starting npon their
hioycles for a tour round the globe and Japan, filling the univevsities of
Rurope with Japanese students—with what® reason can the orthoedox
Hindu persuade himself that social restrictions against travels which were
natural enough in ages when there were no means of travelling, and wlen
voyaging was consequently as rare as it is now universal, will continue to
be respected or to nmaintMn their force when bfey have altogether ceascd
to be natural, and are merely a burden which no man 1s able to bear. .

Native youth must travel or see themselves distanced by the youth of

far less civilived people than the Bengalees,” Let us, therefore, hope

that the e:?ergetic capable spirits among the people of this country will
unite their self-interest with patriotism, and in enriching themselves res-
tore to the people those manly virtues and useful knowledge of manu-
facturing iMustries forsdwant of which they are gradually sinking in the
depths of misery and, as the result, not infrequently die prematurely.”

The Manchoster Guardian writes as follows, on the q ues-
tion :—

“Although educated high caste Hindushve 1&1\& geen in this country
usually engaged in gualifying themsglves for professional life by study at
British Universities and other scleols of law and science, il ig genmp}ly
understood that in leaving the land of their birth they brenk the law of
their caste and vreligion, and can only be reinstated, if at all, by a costly
process sometimes involving the performance of ceremonies at once painful
and grotesque. This is to-day in India the general interprotation of tho
Vedic rules binding upon the ‘twice-born, Brahmins, But in the Jmperiul
and Astatic Quarterly Review the Pundit 8, B, Gopalacharln insists that the
rule is based upon a misapprehension of the toxts of the Hindu soripiures,
The point is one of some importance, for the excommunication of the
travellad Brahmin is not, only a source of individual suffering to him and
to his relatives but naturally acts as a doterrent to those who undey
happier circumstances would gladly see the Western world and learn what
it has to give thal would be benificial to the peoplo of HMindustan Pundik
Gopalacharlu is fully convicted of the valuo of Kuropean educalion Lo
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thore of hiz fellow counbyymen wwho ave in o position 1o avail themaelves
of it. “On ever® accounly’ he mnyn, “ib I8 nceessnry thal some of our
more intellectual men should visib Englm?c:ﬂ.ﬁd other Buopean ecountrios,
in order to And out whal meaus may be taken Lor tho improvement, of
thize country”  Tlo gnotes from Muonu the snying that *nll sovig of arls
and seiences may bo veceived from all ywen and thal spiritual knowledge
may bo obiained eyen frefh the lowest class of moen” Theso sentimoente
avo indisputablo onough, but they may sorvo Lo show thal Lhoxules of
cagte woro nob iplended to Le so wbringent in theiy sanctions a% 18 gomo-
times thought, Morcover the modorn prohibition of sea-travel te the
higher castes, has nm.urﬂ,]& given tho lower cadles 3 1ol trammelled by,
such prejadicos n groater chance of tho mluuzitiuu which gecures {0 Lhem
» professional earveer. Now there is no special reason in the Yedic 1eligion
for the conlinuance of Ilanws and eustoms aftor they have f:gnﬂed Lo ba
neeful, On the conlrary the Vedie rules have boon mudified by Manu,
and his code has again Leen modifled by avasara and othee more modern
sages,  What the Pundit Gopalacharln auguests is the holding of o “logal
assembly” of learned Bralwins to examine wMb tho Mind® Sevipluros

bavo to say upon the subject”

The Mindu Patriot says twe

“Through tho exertions of Malova]-Kumay Benayj Krishng Dob
Bahaduy, the epinions of g number of distinguishud lendew of the Mindu
comamunity have been oUtuined ragnrding the Hability of Hindus to loso
onsle by soa-voyage. Those fovtlemoes have consulled learved Dundits
wall versed in the Shastras nud ave of ®opinjon that if one lives in IMindu
m;&&, there iy no »eason. why thove should be loss of caste, This s n.
greal moral und egonomic gain for tlhiose that hiave given this epinion,
jneluding among their naties such ng those of Reja Rajendranarain Deb
Bahadur, Babu Abboy Clrn Gubin aud other recoguised leaders. Tho
question should now be one of ways and moeans, and mensures have to
be adopled for ghriet obyervance of casto rules both duriug the voyage and
the slay outside Indin, Lho baltle is thug linlf won, for ik I8 woll begun,
Lot our reformers always vemomber this, Tf they wish {o succsed, they
mush corey sociely with them, and they will have no diffieulty in persuads-
irg socioly to go with thow, if only they be rcasouable. Reform by
force means severance and [ailure.”

Wiyl
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»

Tho Marhatta of Puna wrifeg -

«The Pundits of Bengal Ipwe divon two Pyevasifies anend the sea-voynge
question which will be found elsewhere wilth their names. They doclare
that neither sea-voyage nor a temporary residence in England iuvolve. any
degradalion from caste in themselves, They are not ineluded in the
gatlegory of heinous transgressions and no heavy penances aro preseribed
for tllom. As lo slipht penances they are quite®harmlcss as they nie
simply purificatory ceremonies, involving no idea of sinfulness or repents
ancg. We are aleo glad that the movers in this agilation have made
a veservation that the teaveller must not degrt- from caste rules aboul
food and drinking, The question of sea-voyage has become of immensey
practical impdbtance to 21 Hindus in view of the probability thal the
next year's (oneress might be held in London, and it is perhaps well that
it forms #®part of the coming Bengal Provineial Conference, although we

doubt ils apprqpriateness in a political gathering.”

The Bengalee writes :-—

“We Iknow that many of the mosl conapicnous leaders of the orthodos
community hold similar views, We have reasons t0o Dbelievo that Lhe
fecling on the subject isstrong and that it is growing., JIn the words
of one of tho moal ominont members of the orthodox communily, whose
weight in tho comwmunity is undoubled—ean it be that tho IFindoo
Shasters have closed to us the faivest poplioNsef tho habitable globg—,.
can it be that they thus fetior our onergies, prevent the expausion of all
trade and of all industry on the pzuL of Windoos? Wo know that in the
past the Shasters were misinterpreted, and thal it was s misnndoerstasing
of the Shasters which consigned to the funernl pyre mmllivns of unfor-
. tunate widows in times thab are now happily past and gono, Sati finds
‘nd justifieation in the authomtative writings of the [lindoos; and now
again the discovery iz made by Pundits, whose opinion ought to cairy
great weight, that sen-voyages are not inlevdicled, and thal residencs
in foreign countries is not forbidden, provided ITindoo cusloms and
ngnges are observed, I is a beneficent movement which has heen siaxled,
fraught with unspeakable good to the peaple. It is altogether a hopeful
movement, for i indicates (hat amid the deep instincts of consorvalism
which underlie the fabric of Ilindoo beliefs, there is ae recognition of the
spinit of the times, a sense of adapiabililty, and a desive Lo suit tho sys.
tom 0 the allerved circumstances, cousistently of comse with 11Iimlu
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usages. It is in this way that thie ancient fabric has been conserved ; it
is in this way alomm that it can be preserved agnainst those now-born forces
by which it is now beset. Confronted withéB3mdhism and its militant and
agoressive teachings, it executed a dexterous change of front, assimilated
some, of ity doctrines, absorbed into its own body somo of ifs great
principles, gave Budha a place in the Hindoo pantheon, though under a
Hindoo name, and by a,%rocess of assimilation and absorption, ands
passive opposition wflere necessary, the Hindoo system maintained, its
own, and crushed Budhism out of existence, Deep far-scoing ingight
and enormous power of adaptability have contributed to maintain ¥his
angient, fabric; and these dialities, we hope, are fiol now wanting, The
etruth cannot indeed be too frequently repeated that a society without
the means of change is without the means of its own' Sonaervation:
The present movement has filled us with the hope that the spirit of
cautions advance 18 not wantling, and so long as this spirit 18 present,
we may hope to see those changes, cautious, gradual and tenialive, which

are necessary even for the maintenance of this ancient dystem,”

The Madras Times writes as follows i~

“The Indian Social Reformer devoles n major portion of ifs noles,
this week to the discussion of sea-voynges by IHindus, and considers that
it is & mere chimera to suppose that sea-voyages could ever become polmlan
or benefit the nation at laxge if the prohibition imposed by custom on
inter-dining and accepting food from other caste taen is not abolishad, As
a matter of fact, even in India our contemporary observes people of one
enste ent the food cooked by people of gnother caste, *“Whal is the bread
giveﬁ“‘" at the Cosmopolitan Club oxcept that manufactured at the bakery 3
The bread in England must be placed in the same eptegory, In both cases
low caste men bake it. If you are allowed to accept it at Madras, why not
you be permitted to do so while in London # The only answer that ocours .
to us is that Madras ig in the holy land of Bharathavarsha, and London is
not “holy” ground, Whatever ging are committed in such holy ground saxe
forgiven to the committers fthereof. It appears to ws that it is good
Shastras although it may be bad logie. A good old Hindu proverh snys
that the person who drinks pure cow’s milk under the palmyrs treo will
be taken by passers by to be drinking of the toddy of the tree. 8o in
London even Brahman-baked bread cannot pass muster, while in Madras
bread baked by p “low caste” man can not but be pure, and the orthodoxy
of such bread is-guaranteed by the very fact that a high caste man is sure
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to partake of it. Summing up the ppsition of Hindugin regard lo the
sea-voyage movementi, the [ndian Nation indites the fellowing judgment
as pronounced by orvthodoxy,:s#Take then thy bond, make thou thy trip
to L‘uglﬂ.nci but in the maktg it, if thow dosi eat one slice of Christia
bread, thou losest thy caste and by the laws of the Hindu religion thon
art excommunicated.” In England even a slice of Hindu-bread is ﬂpt 1o
Jurn Chrmstian ; and the professors of orthodoay in India think it the safer
course-to adhere o thal opinion.”

e A ol

1.

The London Daily News writes on the question :—

“The AM™dus of Bengal are opening their eyes very wide on the world
of their 8wn time, Trial by Jury, and competitive examination, are by
no means the only iustitutions to the advantages of which they axe
awake, They show a laudable anxiety to reform their own customs and .,
practices, s well as to forrow those of the ruling race. They have had
deep searchings of heart about infant matfriage, and the treatment of
widows, and chey arg now trying to remove the hindrances to sea-travel,
which are imposed by the law, or by the traditions, of their faith. ‘They
are forbidden {o cross the great waber on penally of losing caste. Afb -
any rate, such is a generval opinion of the wulgar, and it has, of course,
lad to the pravest inconvenience in almost overy branch of praclical
aflairs, They must pass the Ocean o reach this country for their educa
tion, They can hardly trade on a large scale without the holp of the sea.
The ever-increasing burden of the pmhhbman"hua ab Jength led some of
them to onquire on what authorvity it is based, To their infinite velief,
they are now in a fair way to discever thal it has no foundation al all in
the precepts of the faith, A large and influential meeting of the Hindus
was lately held at the Sobha Bazar in Caleutia, at which this gralifying
circumstance was announced., It was attended by some of the most
.influontial members of the Hindu community, and by a few Huropeaus of «
position, There were Pundits in plenty, Babus with M, A, afier their
namos, ancd Babus with B, L. Tho speeclies, were in Iinglish, and moro-
over in English that we spealk at home. The lestimony of those who
altonded is that the “Sea-voyage Movement” has now reached a definite
atage in 1ts progress and in its history, With few exceptions the Babus
and the Pundits are for puiling io sea with all convenient speed. They
foel that to keep ashore iz to lose all chance of compelition for tho pmms
of life with “that wonderful rage of adventurers,” our noble selves, ‘They
are aldo of opinion that Hindulsm is quite equal {o all the emergencies
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o
of prograss, and that ils csgential principle of clasticily, and ils power
of adapling itzcld to circumstanees, will finally iwnph over all tho
diffieuliies imposed by iguorvaunce aud fuopatition.  In faet, the Tlindu
faith, wisely interpreted, is as ready to eome Lo Lerms on the question of
gaiﬁg down to the sea ay another faith is on the question of net going

down to another place,

The main purpos of the moabing whs 10 hear a paper on Lho subjael
by that learned IHindu Dabu Suresh Chunder Dutl, n Ay THewd Mastor
of the Caleuttn Institution, lLn poink of form it was jusl such a pgpor
as might have been read al agliteravy institution indhig country, It began

~Vith o saying of D, Johnson, but in less than {wenby lines, it had come
up with the Shastras, which belong almost to uwnrecordod time, The
leclurer’s position was that these sacved writings of the cofimunily not
only contain no prohibition of sea-travel, but show that tho carlide Flindo
was an enterprising, and, almost by consequence, a fravellad man,  Jlo
wenb all over tho world-—~to Babylon, Persia, Arabin, Java, Contral Asia,
Greeco, Rome, and Migypt, and in many instancesnof course e went by
ser.  Wo have ouly to known how to read the mythy and legends to
perceive that half of them point to the Lndian mereangilo marine, “Berosug
reports a monster in the Persian Gulf, which hag generally been regardod
as bul the mongter gooscherry, or tho sea-gorpent of its time. It had the
body of a fish, the head of a man, and the women’s feal ab vho end of ils
tall, Tt had also a feminine gift of apeech, During tho day il taught
arts and sciences for Lthe Dbeneflil of the rude Chaldeans, huab al nigl,
it plunged back into the wen, Whal was this, as intorproled ol the
meoling, but an ancieni"ship, freighted with tho Aryan Ilindu on a
missionary expedition 1 1o put of Lo his bowt, after holding the classes on
ghiore, and his whole scheme was bula Universily extonsion movement
Frowdiha Ganges, Mosat of tho people from {he *“Far Bast” of ancient
record weve ovidently of the sane race. (Queen Jtisther’s “while and
blue hangings” have been indenilied as Indian bargaing—und by a lady
wriber, who ought 1o know, A. distiuguishod Chinese pilgtim, who wrdte
not mueh more than two thousayl years ago, and may, thevefore, be called
modern, found Java enbiroly peopled by Hindus. ‘These yeople wers,
in fact, the typieal old salls of thoir tlme, At Daku, on the Caspian,
Mr, Marsh discovered o solitary Brahwin, still worshipping tho saered
flame, Lt rose from a tube in the earth, where some Inumemorinl anceslor
has struck ik, Ab any rate, the holy wman said thal he was a Bralunin,
thouglt tho travedler thought, he looked very much like o Fugilive sepoy
of the Mutiny, That, howaver, ho strongly denisd, The Rig-Veda, one
of the oldest extant records of tho anclent world, is, in parls, almost a
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nautical poblication 8till, the earlier E hditﬂr was probgbly a landsman,
for he 15 disposed o maka 600 Jzuch of voyages on the ocean,  where
there s nothing to give suppm't, mthmg to rest upon, nothing to cling to,”
this seems to suggest a tobtal defanlt of sea-legs. Mauu has hits on
freightage and on mevcantile insurance, “for a long passage, the fveiéht
tnusb be proportioned to places and times, but;@lns must be understood of
msamas, up and down rivers, Al ron, there cansbe no settled price.”
He, too, was probably happiest ashove, After this, asked the learned
lecturer, “are we to sit in pondering silence and fantastic deliberation to
determine the propriety qr impropriety of B@&-)ﬂyaging by the Hindud ¥

The prohibifion or fancjed prohihition, is,‘ therefore, entirely modern,
[t seems to pgoceed from a sense of the diffculty in carryinge-proper caste
nourishmeng at sea. Saltjunk wonld, of course, be a contanimation, and
there are dilllenlires about the water., But all this is only a qguestion
of ways and mans, A Native agency supplies pure food at the railway
stations, and on the 1*1ver steamers, and Native passengers nse 1t without
the qllthteqt visk of the®forfeitnre of caste, Moreover, certain practical
men who-+ trade to dlsbani parts carry parched rice, flour, and treacle with
them, and, so long " they keep Lo these, find that they lose no shred of
holiness, They also carry water of their own special tap, The treacle
mny add to their sufferings, bul then sen-sickness ia not a crime, The
gea~-water ifself is perfecfly harmless for bathing purposes, vor has it that
negative quality alone, One of the highest living Pundits specially
consnlied has declared that the moral merit of bathing in tho sea oxceed
that of bathing in the Ganges, the former beiflgmindecd, the repository,
of all the sacred waters of the world,  1f there be no unholiness 1 wash-
ing in i, there can be none in cmssﬁng it.  This authority does not stand
alona in his opinion. TFor the purpese of this movement & ayavestha’ or
opinion has been taken of certain cminent Brahwin Pundits of Bengal,
."Lnd’ while not exactly enthusiaslic, it is encouraging, They agree that
neither a sea~voyage nor a regidence in England * comes within the cate-
gory of heinong franggressions, involving degradation, and that heavy,,
penances are not provided foril.” The opinion is signed by Mohamoho-
padhiya, Dimabandhu Nayarvatna, and some doezens move. A atill move
authoritative deliverance, if weo may say so without offence, is to the same
offect, Messrs, Cook & Sou, to the great joy of the Native promoters of
thea movement, say that it is quite practicable to travol by sea, and Lo live
in foreign countvies, withoul any violation of the Hindu vsage. And a*
Native firm in Bombnay has gone so far as to advertise a steameor for a
voyage to Chicago next March, Iindus will be only taken as passengers,
Thare will ba Bralimin cooks, Hindu sexvants, and even a Hindu Dootor,

8
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The last, howevar, ia only for persons of extremely tender conscience, He

will preseribe on the “orthodox modely’ if any patients of the Knglish
Doctor scruple to use ordinary drugs. fN ew wator tanks will be carvied
for Flindus only. No animal will be killed on board-—the indug having
a horror of taking life. Tor this reason even figshing will be prohibited,
The real trial of their orthodoxy awaits them ab Chieago, A great cﬂngmﬂﬁ
of relipions, which™is to be one of the atiractions of the Txhilhition, s
expected to show that all the dogmas of all the falths are as mt@rchnugan

able ag the parts of a Waterbury wateh.”

The Statesman writes :—

“There e probably few religious or social systems more essentially
plastic than Einduwism ; hardly any move tolexant within eertain limits of
changes which have onco established themselves.™ In order to%ﬁug abont
guch a concensus, what is chiefly needed is arguments to convines Iindua,
not that their remote ancestry made sca-voyageS, which they already
know : not that the Shastras leave them free to chango their customs
in the master, which is no proof that they ought to change them or would
even be justified in changing them ; but that it would really conduce to
the well being of thier society generally, and nol merely of an Anglicised
member of it, here and there, to change them, o us il secins that the
arguments available fox this purpose arve overwhelming the res engusioy
domi being the most powerfn] of all of them, 1F it could bul bo brought,
home Lo Hinduos generally, how intfmate is the conneselion between their
eyparalive poverty as a people, ind the disabilities under which they
he in this respect we believe all opposilion worth considering would
speedily disappear. " Lel them look at the enormous excess of England'’s
imports over her exports and reflect how it has come to pass that posgess-*
ing ag she does neither gold mines nor silver mines she ean go on yenr
after year paying for the baluuce anl atill grow richer, 1t is becanss
year after year for many generations she has invested her profils instead
of hiding them in a napkin and has thus beeome a creditor of all the
world, Could she have done this if castom had prevented her citizens from
ctossing the seas to seek the menny of employing thely eapital Lo the beat
‘advantage? There is only oune answer to the question, The Natives of
fudia on the other hand adopt a diumelrically opposite course Vent after
year there i a certain balance due to them-a comparatively small one it
18 frue—on account of the sale of thewr prodice, And what do thay do
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with it. They take it—whal remaing ofs it that is to say after discharging
their foreign oblligation—in silver and gold , and instead of investing
thig silver and gold reprodustiedy they for the mogb part bury it, or turn
it Into ornaments. EHow can ghey expoct to be anything but poor, when,,
from onp year to another, they thus hide in a napkin, or convert toun-
profitable uses, all that survives of the fruits of their labour which they
do not actually consume ¥ Under such circttustances, even if they were
not, , wiifortunately, the debhors of others, they coultl still hardly hope to
grow in 'wealth, Yet, as long as they are eribbed, eabined, and confined
by &he disabling customs against which this movement is directed, it is
practically impossible for them to turn owfr a new leaf in this respect.
Far from being in a position to invest their savings in foreign enterprise,
they cannot even acquire tie experience necessary to enable them to invest
them with :L?:Ivzmta,ge in the development of their own industral re-

gourees,”’

Cook’s Traveller’s Gazette writes :—
]

“Judging from the statement of those most competent to form an
opinion on the subject, we gather thal the opponents of the measure have
very little of veal weight to urge agninst il. Indeed, so far as the pree-
tioa bility of the movemont iy concerned, we, from our experience in these
matlers, are in a position to say that no objeckions on that score need be
raised, either as regarvds the arrangements 011 board steamerd; or the
vesidence in England, and we shall be glad to gitve the promoters of the

movement any information they may rvequire upon thig point.”
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General Assembly’s Meeting.

A public meeting, mitler the angpices of the Students’ Cluh, wis
held on Tuesday, the 8th instant, in the IInll of the General Adsembly’s
Institution, to consider whother sea-voyages ave prohibiled by the Elindoo
religion, Baboo Bunkim Bebari Mitler, 8. A, read a paper on the sibject,
and e are told that ¢ % eorclugively prnvad' by quotalions from the
Vedas, Purans, Smiitis, and Uramatie works thin,t onr shasters do not forbid
sea-voyages,” As the lecturer succeeded 11 satisfying s ayglience regard-
ing the corrvectness of his conclusion, we congratnlate both him&n‘nd then,
and. hope that they will not meet with any opposition from Baboo ortho-
doxy.~— Reis and Layyel, 1

Presidency College’s Meesting.

A well-attended meeting of the Presidency Collega Union was held
on Saturday afternocon ab the College premises, to discuss the question of
gen-voyages among the ITindus, Professor C, R, Wilson, M. A,, the Fresi-
dent of the Union took the chair, Babu Jatindra Nath Mitira opened
the debate in favour of the proposed reform while Balbiu Bhuawn Chunelex
Dey, 5. A. led the opprodide party. A lively and interesting discussion,
lasting for about two hours followad., The President wound up the debate
by saying that though he was iuccﬁnpetant to take part in it from not
bemg & Hindu, he hoped that, as the experiment of & nnion belwoen the
East and West had been but recently begun thoy would all try to make it
n success, Ee then put the motion in favour of the movement to ihe
vote. It not being clear from ithe raising of hands whether the mobdion
was carried or wot a division wns demanded and obtained, The majority
voting for the motion, it was declared to be carried.~2"%e Bangalea, 2.

[ L R R

Shovabazar’s Meeting.

A Eargely-attended important public meeting of the Hindoos f;"ﬁprﬁw

senting all sections of the community, was held on Eriday evening last at
thg late Maharajah Komaul Krishna Bahadoor’s residence to consider the
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gqitestion of sea-voyage among Hindoos, aud to hear Baboo Suresh Chundex
Dutt, 8. A.,, Head Master of the Caleutta Ingtitution,ewho read a paper
on “ Ben-Voyages amongst Jhiwdoos,” Mahavajah Bahadoor, Six Navendra
Kvigshna, x ¢ 1. 8., presided, nfid amongst those present, were the Eon’ble
Dr. Gurn Dass Bannerji, Sir Romesh Chunder Miller, Kt Mz;lmnanlw
padhya Pundit Mohesh Chunder Nayaratng, o. 1. 5, Pundits Madhusudan
Smritiratna, Kamakhya Nath fmkabugmh,@hunder IS isore Tm*kmatlm,
Isspr “Chunder Vidyaratna and Herambo Nath BRutiacharji, Rai Beha-
dum*s, Jagadananda Mukerji, Koilas Chunder Mookerjee, Durgagully
Bapnerjee, [Tem Chunder Ier, and Sib Chunder Bannerji, Dia, Surya
Kumar Sarmdhllmrl,'! Jugadis Chander I‘hll‘l, Umnesh Chander Milter,
Roy Jabmdm Nath Chowdhry, and Saraé Chunder Dass, 0. 1. E, Babog,
Nobo Gopal "Mitter, BaBoo Nayalankar Nilmony Mukerji, M. A, B L,
Mr. Manombhun Ghose, Barrvister-at-Law, Baboos Norendro Nath Sen,
Surendr@Nath Bannerji, Sham Tull Mitter, Chunder Kally Ghose, Vakils,
High Court, Mati Lall IIaldav, » n, Munsuf, Buboos Charu Chunder
Mirkar, M, A,, B. L, Bhupendra Nath Bose, M. A, B. L, Alborney-at-Law,
Rameswa®Mandal, B, g., Kabirajes, Kally Prosunno Sen Kawviratna, Gopal
Krishna Deb, Kabi Chintamoney, Gossain Dass Gupta, Editor, Sunghad
Prodhakur, Puandis Jibanand Vidyagagor, B A, Baboos Sib Chunder
Giui, 3.4, B, Manindra Nath Bhuttacharjee, M.4., n.L., vakil, HighCourt,
Rusgick Lall Roy, Debendra Nath Makerji, Nanda Lall Muakherjee, B, A,
Gropal Clhunder Mukerji, Baukim Behari Milber, 5. A, Lall Vilari Mitra, ,
Bepin Behary Mitter, Baboo Suvendra Nath Mitter, o, A, Pandil Kali
Kuomar Kavirabna and others, Amongst tho Ruropesn gentlemen, who
were kind enough to bo present ol the meeting, we noticed the
Flow'ble H. II. Risley, s A, 0. 8,0 I 1, and the Rev. Mr, Whitehead.
Glrent enthusiam prevailed, mbh & vota of thanks to the chair, the meeting
broke up -L%a Indian Mirror, 8.

Albert Hall’s Mesting,

Seldom did the Albert IIall witness such an enthusiastic mesting as
was held there on Sunday last under the presidency of Babu Norendro
Nath Sen, In spite of the inclomency of the weather the hall wag erowded,
and many had to go away for want of seats, Thersa were neurly one
thousand Hindus present. Among them we noticed Maharaj- Knmm“
Banaya Krishna Bahadue, Babus Mati Lall Ealde$, u, A., B.L Munsiff,
Alipore, Sham Ladl Mitter, Vakil, High Courl,Dr. Qmesh Chunder Mitter,
Dr. Brajendra Nath Bannerji, Kabira] Josodanandan Sivgar, Bubu Sirish
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Chunder Biswas, M. A, B. L,, Babu Kailagli Chunder Bose, Deputy Magix-
brate, Pundit Jibsnanda Vidyasagar, 3 4, Babus Gopal Chunder Mukerji,
Rasik Lall Roy, Suresh Chunder Dult, B, ®an Head Master Caleutin Insti-
tution, and Debondra Nath Mukerji. The chair was ocoupied by
Babu Norendro Nath Sen wlio amidst loud cheers opened the mesting
by urging upon the audience that the time had arrived when they counld
no longer debats and specuj®te but must put their words to practice. Hea
waé thoroughly confinced of the incaleulable benefits arising frém phis
forward step. HHe did not find any shadow of reason in the -go-callod
arguments of those who abuse the advocates of the sea-voyage movemepnt.
The Chairman then asked {Rabu Debendra Nath™Mukerji to nddress the
cmeeting who addressed the meeting for two hours. It was a magnificent
oration. The speaker completely carried the®andience with him, and
brought home to them t{he utility of this absolutely needed ‘reform. He
showed the utter worthlessness of the opposition, The specg?‘:h Wa8 80
much appreciated and admitted thal it is intended to publish it in a
pampblet form, Babu Mono Mohun Bose, Pundit Jibananda Vidyasagar
and a few others then addressed the meeting, The Chairman®hen asked
those who sympathised with the movement to leslify their sympathy by
raising their hands at which whole assembly amidsi cries of “all, all”
raiged their hands. 'Che Chairman then asked those who opposed to the
movemeant to raise their handa to which call not a single voice responded.

The meeting then dispersed.—2The Indian Mirroy, 4.

Meeting at the Oxford-Mission’s Hall,
(

b} lavpely attended meeting of Bengalis was held on last Friday oven
ing at the Oxford Mission Lecture Hall, in Cornwallis Street, to digseuss
the subject of sea-voyages by Hindus, Babu Surendro Nath Bannerji,
who presided, opeuned the proceedings by calling upon Babu Anundo

Churn Mitter, to deliver his lecture.

Babu Anundo Churn Mitter, who then addressed the meeting, said
that notwithstanding hig little knowledge and ignorance of the Hindu
Shagtras he had consented to speak a fow words on a subject of much vital
importance to the Hindus, To have a higher education, one should go to
England, for it was an evident fact that a Graduate of an English Univer-
gity was far guperfir to a Graduate of an Indian University, and they
would also find that the system of an English University was far difforent
from the systerh of an Indian University, For insbanee, if a student in
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1ndia, who was going up for his M, AT Examination failed in one anbject
he failed altogether whereas in England if he failed 1i? mathematics, and
passed in Bnglsh, he gnt"h?.aadegma of M. A, with honours in English,
Uunless thoy weni to Bngland, thoy would never be ablo to lay before
the public the great hidden truths which were in seience, All learned
men had recornmended that no nalion would rise Lo ecmmence and pros-

‘pority unless altention was paid to seienco ; But wlé&t geience had they in
Indin? After veferving to the advantages of technical education, whioh
he said would give employment to the paupers of Indin, the speaker dwelt
updn the necessity and importance of sgea-voyages smongst the Hindus.
The great nmjority of this cou ntrymen baeved that the Sastras forbade
gen~voyages hut they Dbelieved whab was Tntrue; but if they read the
Shastras tlhey wonld find that sea-voyages were not forbidden to the
Hindus, oTheir ancostors used to make sea-voyages and those Hindus of
the present age who travellad to England and other countries siumply
followed the ekample of their forefathers, Ie saw no reason why Ilindus
who weni Lo Tugland but observed the rules and regulalions enjoined
by the Hindu religion®should be put out of caste on their return to India,
In conclusion the speaker said thal the only way to remove the prejudices
axsisting among the ignorant masses regnrding sen-voyages, was by educa-
ting them so that they would thus learn what the Shastras really enjoined

upon them,

The Rev, I, Whitehend in addressing the meeting, said thal he had
no olaim whalever Lo speak on this subjocl and was tolally unprepared to
sny anylhing on a subjoot of such deep imgpojtance to the Tlindu com-
munity. Ie hod risen to say a fow words at the request of the Chairman
nol from a religions point of vlew, but simply from a practicnl point of
view. IIe did not know whether Yho Shastras forbado them to malk#son-
voyages, and he did not with any Hindu o act contrary to his religion but
he would speak briefly ag to what he beliaved the praciicul advantages
would be to the people of India, if it was found that they could, consiy-
tently with their religion, visit England, Babu Anunda Chorn Mitter
had said that students In India who failed at an examination in one
subject falled allogother bub that was not Lhe case in England. If Indian
students went to England wilh that hope, he was afraid from his own_
experience they would be grievously disappointed, But, at the same time
there were two reagons why Natives of Indin should visit England, In
the first place, he thought it would tend very much to widen and broaden
the minds of the people of this country; and in the second place, he
thought and hoped thal it wonld tend very much to promote more friend-
ly and intimate relations beltwoen the two races. No doubt in this copntry
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the Europeans and people of Indla stood in an artifieial relation to one
another, and sea- vw&gea would go far Eowm*da extending social inter-
course between the people of this countw "and Xurope. Sevoral other
speakers nexl addressed the meeting, all of whom were in favour of sea-
voyage.~L'ha Indian Miror, B,

Calcutita Institution’s Meet ng.

h
An enthusiastic meeting, w1 connection with the sea-voyage movement

?n Bengal, was held last Saturday at 5.0 . m, in the pPemises of the.
Calentta Instatbution, There were present, amongst othets, Maliraj-Kumar
Benoy Kiishna, Pundit Nilmony Muketji M. a., B. 1, of the Iesidency
College, Chandrodya Budyabinode, IKali Churn Kabiratna. . Babus Sham
Lal Mitter, Mati Lall Halder, m A., B.1,, and Nobo Gapal Miter, Pundit
Nilmom Mukerjy, who was voted to the chair, opened the proeeedings of
the meeting by saying that he had certain hesitation in occupying the
chair that day, for anything that he would have to say in his 131*&£idu11ti£tl
address, might, he was afrard, go in somo way {o anticipate the decision
of the Committee, recently formad alt the last Sobhabazar meeling to
sonmder the gquestion of sea~voyages among the Llindus, from the Shastric
point of view., Bul that he would not do. ITe was himsall & member of that
Committes, and he knew, it would not ba {fair for him to say much on the
subject before the Commiltee have come bo a definite conclusion,  But ong
word, ho felt bound to say, was that he was conscious of the many boenefits
that voyage to sea would give Lo thepeople, by opaning up the way Lo
Western eduecation and enlevprise, byccementing the rolation betwaen
the rnlers and the ruled, and by elevating and broadening the hearts of
the travellers in many ways, e did not beliove that his countrymen
would throw such benefits away, if the ITindu Shnstras wonld permit them
to avail themselves of those opportunitics. Ile hoped that the many
speakers, who were to give addresses that day, would make matiers clear,
and he called on Babu Jogeswar Bannerji, the Editor of the Mitubads,
to read his paper on the subject,

The lecturer showed, in an able and intervesting way, and by copions
references to Rig Ved, Manu, Barahapurana, and other authoritative
writings of the Hindus, that sea-voyages were nowhere prohibited in the
Hindun Shastras, The only prohibibory passage Lhat ocourred in the
Brihat Narada  Purana has been explained in different ways, and the
lecturer had the authority of Pundit Kasivram, the late Tara Nath Tarkas
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bachaspati, and even of the Shasiralfara Parasara himself, to say
that the passage alluded to, pm]nbmed sea~voyages only when thoy weve

underiaken for some motive, ‘I‘he lecturor strongly oDbjeclted to the siate~
ment, so often made, that mere residence in a Mlecha country polluted
the Hindus, and alluded, in support of his view, to Srimania Sowdagar
and Bejoy Sinugha, who made voyages to, and lived in, & Mlecha country,
of* old, bul did not lose their casle, nor was 1eq11%.‘ad Lo go through any ex-
piation, Babu Nobo Gopal Mitter spoke next, and made a great impression
on the audience by his witty and ingeniocus speech, Ile proved that it
was posgible to live in  Bngland, and remain & ITinclu, and showed. how
ridiculously nomsensical The whole system of fmyftsclnta was, wiiich held
out the prospect of easy pardon, and thus *encouraged men to go 1o
England in Jmecb tranagreaafon of the law, and in wilful commission of sin.
Seven othf;‘r speu,kam followed, all of whom wmore or less supported
the movement., ‘The President then asked those, who supported the move-
ment, to testify~their sympathy by raiging their hands, al which the
whole assembly, with the exceplion of a “microscopic minority” of three
or four only® amidst omes of “all, all” raised their hands,—Zhe Indiumn

Mirror, 8,

Meeting at Bansberia-Hugly.

On the fifth and the Iaat day, Baboo Surendra Nalh Bannerjl was
in the chair. Mohashoy Kshitindra Deb Roy read a paper on “The [nflu-
ence and Travel upon the Mind with special Yelerenco o sen~voyages
among the ancient Hindps” The Meeting was unanimous iu favour of
sea-voyages,—2'he Indian Mirvor, 11%% Fabruary, 1802, Y.

Meeting at Bombay.

Under the presidency of D, Jamnadas, young Jainis of Bombay met
the other day 4o discuss the question of England-going, SeVoral speakers
snid thal there was nothing in the Jain religion to prohibil any Jain from
visiting foreign countries, The President romarked that the Jaing are
more liberal thaun the followers of any othor religion of Indin, because
they were belisvers in the Universal Brotherhood of man, and they can-

nob ohject to travelling in foreign lands,~2"%e Bongalee, 9

e
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Mooting ab Lamluk-Midnapur,

A crowded meeting was held yestorday ol Tamluk in support of the
sen-voyage movement, Babu Chundra Shelax Kar, SBub-Divisional Officer,
pegiding.  Several speakers addressed the meoling, Dr. Umesh Chunder
Mitter, Babu Sam Lall Mitker, Vakil, Iigh Courl, Sital Proshad
Ghose, B, L., Pleader, andeICherode Nathh Shastvy, A, Ploader, wore
elfcted delegates Lo Bhe fortheoming Provincial Confevence on the subjoot
to be held at Calcubta on the 18th instant.—Zelegram wn the Indian

Alveror. 9.

Meeting at Allahabad,

Babu Devendra Nath Mukerji, from Calentta delivered ffvery inter-
esting lecture on the Hindu sea-voyage guestion last §unday, the 20th
August, at the Congress ITall at Allahabad. 1Xe proved, by Shastrie
quotations and historical evidences, thal there was nothing m sea-voyage
which would militate againgl the most approved form of Ilindu orthodoxy,
The arguments were forcible, and the ilustrations gpt and copious, The
lecture was well attended, and appeared to be quite convincing.—2%¢
Indian Mirror, B81rd dugust 1803, 10.

Meeting at Midnapur,

An influential and Well-attended meoting in favour of the Sea~voyage
movemont took place yeaterday ab the Bar Association rooms, Babu Raghu
I&znth Dass, M A, B, L, Chairman, ],glidnmmm Municipality, presiding,
Many respectable and orthodox families of the Distriet hertily support
the cange. A stabement, wmigned by the leaders of intelligent public
opinion, will shortly be published.~—Z'%lagram in the Bengalee, 11,

I S gepipny iy

Meeting at Benerag.—A.

An enthusiastic and crowded meeting was held al the ingtance of the

Beneras Debating Club, supporting the Sea-Voyage movement, The

. Hon'ble Ramkali Chowdhuxi presided on the oceasion, and Babu Surendra
Nath Banerjee addiessed the meeting,—Telagram in the Bengulee. 1%

L TR RERET
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Meeling at Lacknow,

Under the auspicesof the Bengali Young Men’s "Association Babw
Debendra Nath Mukerji, of ’Cﬁleutta, delivered a lecture on “Tlindu Sen-
voyagae: its Ainmvand Object” at the Christian College Iall at Tucknow
on lagh *Triday evening, the 1st Septomber. Iis delivery iy exceldent,
and arguments “ave unassailable, The ohnixéi was laken by Babu Sham
Lall Mitter, Vakil of the Caleutta Xich Conri. Thg whole andience yn-
animously expressed their opinion in favour of the Hindu sea-voyage
movement,—2"%e Indian Mirror, September ¥, 1898, 13..

Meeting at Benera.—B.

A publi® meeting wasg held on the 11th instant (last Monday evening)
in connecon with the Hindu sea-voyage movement, at the residence of
the late Babu Chandil Churn Biswas, Bengalitola, the chair being oconpied
by Pundit Raom Misser Shastri, the renowned Professor of Philogophy,
Beneray Cellege. The lecturer, Babu Debendro Nath Mulkerji, delivered
an able speech on :"fha Object and Nacessities of undertaking Sea-
voyage,” Ide cited ”innumamblo evidences in support of the movement
from the lime of Rig Veda down to Kabi-Kankan, Maknond Ram Chucker-
butty, and viewed the question in all ils bearings, vdz., for political’
agitntion—technical education mud commercial enterprise. 'The woithy
Pregidont spoke eloquontly, IXle said that il was absolulely neccssary to
go by sea to romote countries, in the interesis of trade, In the course of
his speoch, he atrongly condemned meve speeclics, and said that a fund
ghould bo yaised: fronethe men of light and ldhdsg {hroughout India to
earry out the noble object. The attendnnce was good, The hearts of the
Pundits and the andience wore ZWibh the lentned. leoturer,—2'%e Indgam

Mirror, September 18, 1893, 1

[T e TR IR TR

. Meoting of the Bongal provineial conference, The follow-
‘ing resolution was passed i

“That Jn the opinion of this Conference ithe lime liay come when,
having regard (o the importani, politicul, educational and indusgtrial issues
which are involved, a dolermined offort shounld be made for the solution
af whal j& known ns the Sen-voyage question ; the Conference welcomes
efforts which have already been made in this direction, and would rejoice
if the lahowe of the Committes recently appointed nf the Sobhn Bazal
Meebting, would meel with the mensure of success which they richly

deserve,”
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Undor the prosidency of the "\!Iic)hm*aj Kumar Benoy

Krishno Deb Bahadoor, the following addregs was read before.

£ pub]w meeting held in connection wiith the Students’ Club ab
the Gteneral Assembly’s Institution Hall, 8th December 1891 ;—

“Mr, Pragident and Glentlemen,—-I ajear before you this aflernoon
with great dlfﬁdanae and hemtatxon, owing Yo the maoagreness of my abili?
ties to add;asa such a learnod and respectable assembly as this, and the
greab 1mpm~bance of the subject we have chosen to discuss Lhis evening,
and upon which Hindoo public opinion is so much divided, and which is
ab present agitating the minds of our edueated countrymen, and on tha
proper ﬂulgticn of which depends the welfare and prosperity of this great
country, which in ti® ingerulable ways of God's Benign Providence haa
been placed under the fostering care of England,—England the patronesa
of leltors, the protrdetress of peace, the championess of liberly, the home
of genuine freedom, and the true friend of the down~irodden and the
oppressed. Lt is far from my intention, gentlemen, to offond the feelings
of any section of my countrymen, eithor orthodox or helerodox, and I
ghould indeod be *sorry if any one of them happen to take oflence for my
simply placiug before you tho views held by our great Axyan ancestors in
connaction with the oxistonce of the practice of sea-voyage among the
Hindoos in ancienl and niodieval Indin, I will endeavour to show in this
paper by quotations from the slgs®as, to which no exception can bo taken
by any one within the palé of IlinUuism that the custom provailed i"the

continent of India both in the Vedic and Puranic ages.

I hope, however, thal yon will kindly give me a patient and indulgent
lmzwmg, and I wont’t be long in trespasging upon your valuable time,=-in
"consideration of tho momentous nature of the snubject, which ought to
engnge theatlontion of every truc-born son of India, now more than ever,
seeing that tho intolleetnal, social, and political advancement of this down-
trodden country depends mainly on the closeness of its contact with Lhe
British Isles, and wupon tho good-will and friendly feelings of the people
and the Parlinmenl of England, The groeat disposer of all evenis has
avidently an object in having placed India under Byitish rule, and thht
motive cannot hul be for the welfare and aggrandisement of the tesming

millions of this vast ponivsula.
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No right thinking man can pbssibly be blind to the manifold henefits
which one natiof derives by contact and interconrse with otlier nabions,
It is & well-known fact, which I think c‘iﬂmob be gain-said by any, that
Tundia under the British rule has made considorable proguess in oivilization,
enlightenment, and gencral advancement,

Since the disporsion of the Aryan vaco from. oux common primeval
Jhoe in Centieal Asgja, .Z’%cm, or somewhero else nhout the mountaina of’
Caucasus in the distant past, the Wesal has-heen brought into closor contact
with the East by Bngland’s conquost in India, and thongh, doubtless, the
Fast has learni a good deal from the West, there can be no question
that the West has to learn &rtain important lessons from #his great land
‘of Bharat. But my object this evening, gentlemen, is no{ to disouss the
great historical problenr as to the mutual advantages which ngtions derive
from each other by tociprocal intercourse, but simply to golve thg quostion
whether sea-voyage is consonant with the fundamental principles, tenets,

and teachings of the Hindoo shastrus.

The opposition party maintain that a true IImd 00 cannoteundertake
a voyage to Burope, or cross the Kalapani, among others for the three
following reagong ;-

(1) Because England iz a Molachadesa, or a country inhabited by men
who do not perform the sncrificinl observances of the Hindoos, and who
are in every respecl davoid of Sadacharn ( AFIFIY ), 4. 0, the nsages of the
Hindoos in the palmy days of Braliminigm,

(2) DBecause in proceeding to England one has to cross the ocean by u
ship, or 4 sengoing vessel, and cannot do this by adopting a land routo.

(3) Because in goirg o Eongland one hag necessarily Lo live on what
is called forbidden food or food cc:nmkecl by Molachas and Yavanas, ox
defged by their touch.

Lat us now consider what is meant by the term Melachedosa, Menuw,
the greatest of Mindoo Law-givers, defines Melwohadese ak

WY I N Iq AT, |
g /a7 gfsdy 2 = =g ur|au}c |

“Where the black antelope is indigenous, thal country is to be known
ag a Jand fit for sacrifices ; the Melacke land is beyond it,”

Though this definition of the great Ilindoo Law.giver applied only
to the different countries constituling the Indian Peninsula, yot ngeording
b0 the spirit of theoruling countries situated outside the limits of India
connot be called Melachadesa where the antelopes roam and graze in a
state of Hature; such as Russin, Sinm, and many other countaies,
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T.el ng now see what counlries aresgiven in the order of preference,
and especially reconimended 1 the Insituies of Menu 2 fit places whote
2 holy and pious Ilindoo shew veside—

FUEAT SHTAT Savay Tews )

& Safafdird 29 awraw ow=d )
afaq 8% 7 AR Uy HATNA: |
FUIAT WA § GETIR SHT ||
FIIAT AW qgTET: HEATT )
L) ﬁ*ﬁxfﬁ 2 § gErawieAwT |
QAEANEAR GRTATE YSTHA, |

o« uf fardq gfasri gamaan |
fewafydraay gguifaaaarefa |
nefE YAETTE AW gRA

WTEYRTY 3 geeragEry afgwng )
aqaTa fEdnas fagaan |

The country which is hetweon the divine rivers Sarasvati and
Drigadvati, that Innd fixed by the gode (tho wise) called Brakmavaric.

“What custom of the four castes and the mixed castes has been
handed down by course of aucaeagqien in that country that is called good
custom,”

“Rurnkehetrn, Malgys, Panchala, Swrasenaks ave indeed Brabmarsi
Iand, next to Bratimavarta. All men in the world should lean thoix own
proper behaviour from a Brahmin born in that country,®

The country between the Himalaya and Vindhya mountaing which
is to the .east of Vinacany, 7. e, the terminug of the Sarasvati, and to
the west of Prayaga, is called the central country,

The land indeed between thoge two mountaing, extending to thé
Eastern and to the Western sen, the wise oall Aryavarta.

Beahmavaria, Brahmarvshi Desa, Madhya Desn, and Arvyavarta are
mentioned by Menu as the fit places whore frue Ejndoos should dwell.
Amongat these places, the fivst preference is givon to Dralmavarie, and
secondly to Bralmarshi Desa,
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The site of Brahimavarta is o gmall teael of land & litlle Lo the novth
of Thanaswar,~—ih¢ modern Panipat. But at present the majovity of the
population of this part of India is cowmfwed of Mahonnmednns, whose
manners and oustoms ave followed even by tMd L indoos living in that past
of thg country, Drahmarehi Dosa includes Kurukshobra, which, corre-
sponds with Thanaswar } Panchala, which corresponds with Ilanonj near

Delhi ; Swrasenake, which cofrosponds with Mithila,

Trom the above sZa'}aaa, it is evident that the Panjub, Caghmere, Lowar
Bengal, Assam, and the whole of Southern India on the mouth of tle
Vindhya range come in the category of Melachadese, and living in thduo
parts of Inda is just the mmeﬁm living in England or in e obhor part
& the world, according to the “views hold by Menu.  But for all this,
the Brahming of Lower Bengal or douthern Indm tto noi 1{901{: hpon them-
selvey in any way infervior to the Brabmins of Northerh Indja,  Tho
interdiction to proceed to a JMeluchadesa wus simply a A% or check, and
not a faf¥ or absolute prolibition, and at the prosent moment the ruling
in “more honoured in the breach than in the obyervance,”

Travelling and residence in a Melachudesa wus & prevalent custom in
India from time irnmemorial, which we shall pvuaunbly*try Lo prove:

Our two grand epic poems Lumayane oand Mahablhurata furnish
us with the evidenge in this matter, Vasistha, the greatest of Jindoo
gages, wonl to Chiua, and pavtook of the fvod of the Chinese whilst in
their country.

Ram Chandra—the greatest of Avyan Monarehs that ever sat on the
throne of Ayoddya—went to Ceylon, passing through ithe Doeccan and
othor pavts of southern Ifdia.

Mahebharate tolls us that Axjunae visited and conquered soveral
Meldha countries in the course of lus gidal conquest T4y,

Lel us now turn ounr attention to the commorce of ancient India,
both foregin and internal. 1t is asserled by some thal the Ifindoos worae
quite ignorant of commerce and maritime trade, That sueh an opinion
ig o mere pssumption, and not founded on facts, I shall presently show,
Tndia had wmercanlile connection with Russsia, FPersia, Arabia, China,
Babylonia, Ava, Pegu, Malacea, Asia Minor, Egypt, Ethiopia, Syrin,
Asuyria, Pheenicia, Groece, Rowme, and many ofther places which it is
needless to mention,

Periplug, Plinny, and Colonel Wilford spoak of India’s mercantile

connection with China from the earliest times, It i montioned in
“Sakautala,” Canto I, that there was a communication belweon India

and China.e
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ratgwiag Far: ufaard Arawtae,

Wo lenrn from Macphm‘%ogw ammaly of commerce that Indin was
the ohief emporium of irado,’ aucl had commerecial relntions with Persia
“and Arabin,  We also learn from Raglhuvansa thal Raghu exiended his
conquest as fur as Perain, which will be evident from the following sloke
it the Rughuvansa 1— |

UTTRIRTA qal Ay Tq@& WHIH AT |

We learn feom Heeren’s Asialic Natmn! (Volume I, p, 210) that
there was o diregt cmnmumc,.ltlon by land tln*ourrh Bactria, belween India
aud Dabylon, as early as "1669 B, C. The Phoenicinng, the Romans, the
(ireeks, rmg] the ‘Jews had frequent and rogular commercial relations
with India both by land and sen. Bul as these communicglions were
made more by seh than by the land roule, we ghall treat Lhis quesiions
geparutely,

' " » L]
There are numerons instances to prove that the ancient Hindoos
vigited and resided in foreign countries. .

Colonel Wilford (Asintic Researches, Volume XTI, p. 105) says t—“Some
of the Ambassadors were off as far as Spain, others visited Alexandria
and Egypl, whore Plolemy in the third contury saw and conversod
with thow, dome of those Ambassadors had long conference al Babylon,
or rather Seleweia with the famous Bar de Sanes, and pil grimages to the
Sc’hon of Mohablogoa now Mabog or Bambyke in Syrin wero very commnion,
according to Lueian, ay cited by the author of "the ancient Universal
1igtory.,” The Ilindoos mado several immigrationa to foreign couniries,
A. band of Ilindoos metiled in colelis, where! thoy arve siill Ilindoo™
Colonel Tod, in his Rajasthan, conjectuves that ithe Heraclidee of the
Clreoks were probably o colony of the Harienle or Jodu Bangsa of the
{¥indoos. Ilisching assorts that the Sindi of Thrace were the inhabitants
of, 1ndin.

‘We have said hefore that the whole of Southern Tudin, Orissa, Assam,
Cashmore, Behgal, nnd some other parts of 1lindoostan were regavded
by Menu ag Melnehadesn ; and the sanie view is also expressed by almost
all the wrilers of the Puarans, According to Baudhaymna, Bong#is a

Melachadese, Devala says §mm

fagairgaiaioe qan yermarfae: |

wyaywfayty war seRreEta |
n

4
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Govinda Ngnda, in hin commentanry, suys s—
NEATH QT Y tﬁtwmgia q |
et faar wewd gRE@RTAE a |

Again, in Mataya Papans-—

wawralfamt weR=geafaarfas |
oy wETAT Aragfaes wamn |
At aad Watq ATHwTay wariae |

1t is quito evident from the above quotations that Bengal itself s in
the same eategory with a Meluchudesa, and that a vigid 1}indoo coIINL
to or residing in 1A, MDA or ovenin Bengal, has to ]lt?l‘ftil‘lll HINIH
wor cortain observances, Now we ask whebther any Ilindoo of the nyosl
orthodox type,living in Liengal or in olher places mentionsd in the toxt,
performs the required 733, 1L 18 evident fgom the Lefl of Muatsyn,
Purana, cited above, that a Ilindeo vesiding in a Meleoheduse and a
Iindoo residing in Bengal, (AP, <fmy @z, andeother Meluchs places
menlioned in the texl are both placed in the samne enblegory < ¢, both
are excluded from heing invited or fod in the shrudio cerauony or pop-

formance of obsecguinl rites.
Hemadei Parogesha Khand g

Ay MIWITH TG9T WIEANH |
i ArwaEs qearsta fad |
"

It was a cuslonmt prevalent in ancient India to feed the Braliming of
spotless gharacter and well versed in the Vedng on tho day of tho shrudha
ceremony, But as the Brahming of the present day ave not what they.
ased to be, this custom has fallen into disuse; and in the absence dbf a
drue Brahmin in flosh and blood, we have substituted a Brahmin madoe of
kusq grass on the occasion of performance wf tho Shradda ceremony
ingbend of & living one.

Mpt a8 no Brahmin al the present day ean ever dream E}E being
entitled to receiving &I or an invilalion to obtain the articles of the
shradha on the day and at the time of ils performance, on the groynd of
his having falle@ from his oviginal condition of purily, tho ruling con-
tained in tho slodw quoted above as regards IS @ vow practically o
dend lefter, *
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It in worthy of nolice thal withiy thoe vast domain of the [Tindoo
shustras, no authority conld be found in any of the shastrgs thal the mere
eircumstance of o [Nindoo ml;:iyg up big residence in a Melaeho country
leads 1o socinl ostracism andeshe forfeiture of his right to be called and

lookod upon a8 i I indoog~—

efhEt aa Farfs s’ nfauraaq |
¥z WA ngArata yaw g )

DBrahming residing anywhere (4. ¢, whether in a Melache or non-
‘ L L L
Melache counigy) can preserve thoir own d@w*ma (virtue), provided they
porform their six eardinal duties as lmd do%wn in the ingtitutes of Menu, o

Ch. X, sloky, 75, namely, °
:

“Givgig ingtruetion in and perusing the Lioly text, piving sacrifice
themsolves and algo offering sacrifice (for olhers), giving and receiving
preseunts, also {lheso are) the six occceupations of him whose Dbivth is
highest,” .

So il i allogotho® wrong on the part of those who stigmatise our
England-returned counirymen as non-Ilindoos simply on the ground of
their haviug proceeded 1o o Melache country. A IHindoo residing in
Bongal and the othey Melacha counlrvics mentioned in the toxt does nof
eonsider himuelf in any way inferior Lo o Tlindoo of Norihern India, nor
is the Ilindoo public opinion agninst him, T see no earthly vonson, theve-
fore, why n Jindoo gentloman returned from EBugland sheuld be consis
dered as an onleast, or o non-lindoo.  These ralings, however, refer only
Lo bhe twicoxborn closses, 7, 2., Lo the Brahming, ¥ehatviyas and Valsayas,

Ag vegavds the Mudeas, thore iw no reslviction whalever for their

* » » ’
living i o Melueha covntey.  Ment snys—

g afwd wfeq ar fralgla wfda |

A Budren distvessod fur o livelibood may abide in any place whatso-
ever, (Thiv sfode also goes Lo show that o Badrs ean go nuywhere, LUhis
of course dues not preelude him {rom going to Lngland for the sake of

his own advhneonent,)

Wao have tried to answer ns far ne lies in our pewer the question
whethar a Jlindoo by sojourning or dwoelling in a delacke conntyy ebrnunits
any siny, or becomes an outeast, accovding to our shasiras, I would
obsofve on massunt Lhat, as far as T am aware, it is nowhere luid dowl ix
wll Lhe authoritative Tiidoo books on Praynselilwa thab the perfortnancy
of any Pruyaschitiva o pxpiation is necessary for n Lindoo who goes Lo on
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resides in p Moleohe country, fox such action of his i8 no sin according to

tho shastras,
Now wo shall ondeavour to moot thos gecond objeclion, viz., whether

going to transocennic countries is consiftdnt with the tenets of our shas-
tras, It v a prevalont helief in some quavters thal the llindoos wore
utbor girangers to mpritime trade, and wero unacquainted with ship-build-

ing, There cannot be o mero erronoous notion than this, Thoso aeqguain
te® with Sanskalt ¥ore know that the ancient Ilindoos made greal pro-
gress in navigation, and travelled far and wido by sea, That sea-voyago
was prevalont in ancient India can be gathered from the following hymns
in the Rig Vadi, the nma& authoritative and dnclent a;:ripturta of the

o Hindoos—
HTAFRTT TGUY ATH NAGEYLHTATT HWEA |

wfqazut gladh vy Sgaassadt |

1st Astaka Adbya 8, Mandala 1—
Sloka 83—

gue yAfaaedd o 7 wfawaan garem

agwy Nfwawaafin afea yieuiewt |
Sloka 4—

fae: aufgtetfa awfeataar ysqgey aag:

qgF yaAEe wifada: gaufy e |
blokn B

HARHT qENGIT ATRTR wqw® a5 |
gfgar oy waw warfeat aarafmaid |

“When I (a descendant of the family of Vasishtha) and Varuna were
proceeding in the mid-sen on a vessel, it was so dancing, tossed to and fro
by the waves, a8 if we were enjoying in a xooking eradle,

“ As a dying man relinquishes his wealth and fortune, 80 Zurga sent
his gon Bhujyu to the sea. O Aswis! You have brought him back by
your own ship, since that ship was floaling in the sen, as water does not

enter il.

“O Noantyag ! (#1997) you took Bhujyn by a hundred, wheeldd car
dragged by six horses. The car was carried, in conrse of three days and
~throe nights, to the coast of the sen.
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“O Aswis | You did this work in+the gea, which has no suppoit, which
has no land within it, and where nothing, not cven a%tick, can be found.

You brought back Bhujyq4dhis own house by a boat having a hundred
rowers,”

Tho above slokas clearly and distinctly prove that sea-voyage was pros
vatent in the Vedie dges, The last sloka pointedly telly us thai the
Ilindoos wsed to underlake voyages of very Tong distance. It also Ehowa
that the term Samudre cannol be applied {o m:ly inland waters, since it
says there ig no land within it. There cannqgt be a cleaver and stronger
proof than thid, In phe face of this, one cannot maintain that sea-voyage
i3 opposed te the injunctions of the IImdq'} shastras. There are also teals
in the threg other Vedas which go to eatablmh our position. Althou2h
some aeaml‘ngly condummtm‘y passages may be found in the later or coms
pmatwsly more modern writings of the Hindoos, bearing on the subject
of mea-voyage, yet they carry little or no weight wilth them, as they are
apposed to 1le texts quoted above from the Vedas. It is well known that
whore “Vedas” and the Smritis differ, preference should be given to the
formor, It.lld. where 1Me Smritis and the Purans differ, preference should be
given Lo the Smriti,

The question of sea-voyage was nol lost sight of in the Institutes of
Menu. Sloka 167, chapter VILI, snys—

HYTATAFUAT Suawraree i
wuata g at afd | gafywss afa o

“ Inlorest on wmoney lent on list is micl't;n bo fixed by mon well ac-
qunintod with sea-voyages or journeys by land.”

[ is ovidonl to every unprejudiced mind, from the sloka cited above,
that soa~voyage was sanctioned® by Monu, the groatest law-giver €7 (he
Ilindoos.

In tho slokas from 151-166, in chapter III, Menu says that physi-
oinng, aslrologers, and priests having a large number of diseiples, those
who dispule with their fathors 3 those who live upon idol-worship ; those
who aro concoited panogyvists ; those who teach Sudras; those who drink
apiribuous liguors; those who injure their friends, ave not to be fed on the
occalion of the shragdha ceremony, 7. 6, are nub to recoive (FHH or an
invitabion to vecoive the articles of the shradha, and the lst also includesy
those who undertake son~voyage.—~vids sloke 168, chapter J1L—

YIITETEY N, FeeTay arafasar ¢
gy a#re A g |
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“Ono who Dums housey, a poisoner, one who oads with the son of an

adultevess, ono whe sells the soma plant, one who goos on sea-voynges,
and a panegyiist, an oil-monger, and o suborweyg of perjury.”

It may be arged by the opposilson T:Jel,}by Lhat Menn in tho abova
sloha does not approve of sea-voyage, bulb it i8 evidont that it cannot at all
be confidered in tho light of n restriebion, as the olher erimes, if nuy, also
alluded to, are not only ndw rampant throughout the wholo stracture
of 11?11{100 socinly, buLTweu po unchallenged by the volaries of orthodox
ITindootam, Besides, tha passnge applics exelusively Lo Brabming, and
it should algo be borne in mind thal there is nol a single passage in the
whole Inslitutes of Menu wlgﬂh says that to a Ilindoo seg-voyage is &
s or even an offence. As tho disapproval if any oxtends to & nultitude
of other things, which are &0 coramon in nodern Hindoo aacictx, 1t carries
no weight with it all. Why thoen raize such unreasonible objection
againgt sen~voynge, which is not only approved of, but also aulﬁatiunud,

by the indog shastras ?

We learn from the Ramayana that “merchants teafficked bgyond the
sen, and were in the habit of bringing presents Lo th¥ King.”

Mention is made of %3919, or Java, in this epic (Kiskhindhya Kanda,
Sarya 40)--

FEIRT IR grusaa i |
YA GHH 10 GIURTa Wied |

It appears from the; following aloke in the Mahabharata {hat
Sahadova, the youngest bhrother of the five Paudavay, wonl to tho severn)
islands in the men, and conquered the Melecie inhabitants thoregf

FIT SUATEig Fua & seqifase |
fawe gewrety wuntataTAy
B0 ATETEISqaay alwar wewia |

The magnanimous Bahadeva couquored and brougbl unddy hiy sulbe
jeotion the Meluche kings, and hunters, and cannibaly inhabiting the
geveral islands in the sea, including the island enlled "'niora, &e.

TMrom the Mibagklara we learn thatl the ITindoos were in thoe habil of
making aclventumuraﬁae&-voyagas.

Mention 18 #lso made of sea~-voyage in the Vayu Purapa, Haribangsa,
Markendaya Purana, Bhagabat Parana, Ilitopodesn, Sakuniala, Rathnavali,
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Dasa, Kumarchorile, Kathagarilsagat, and in several other books of thes,
LLindoos,

In the Kathwgnvitsag®r {which is compiled by Somadeva from a higher
and superior work which i a traunslation of a work in the Paisachio
langohge, o form of Prakrita whose date is not later than the th @entury
As D), we meet with iunumerable refarmma.s L0 sea-voyages.

Jn the 25th Taranga, slokas 5800, and in dhe 26tk Taranga,eplokas
124~150, we find mention of sea-voyage.

Tn the 50tk Taranga, it is said the Chitrakara, with two mendicants,
ronchod the gity of Pratisthan efeslv aftl[g**croasing the vast ocean, Then
he reached Muktipura §f@%¥ island 1n'dight days, after defealing Ris
enemies,

Strabo smys that the Indinns navigated the Ganges from the sen up
to Paiiﬁothm. We learn from Macpherson’s annals of cominerce that “the
Natives of India extended their voynges Leyond the former limits, and

took an :.iutive share in the trade with lgypt.”

In the Gth Centu®y, aceording to Plinny, the merchants of Indin enlled
in at the ports of Lersia by sea.

We learn from Dr. Wilsow'’s account of the travels of the great
Chinese traveller I'a Ilinm, in the journal of the Royal Asialie Socicety,
Vol, V ihat he was on board an Indian ship, which was entively manned
and oflicered by Mindoos, and that there wore also Brahmin passengers
in thnt ship,

Wao quote the following from Bakaha }‘*ﬁ}*an& in confirmation of our
VIQWH Jonmr

gaEaT TR afjund wfatar |
gyzaTa e wererrarta syl |
TEUTOHR: Qrearartaer sefae

wd fRfgar \adT AR goE
gagarfrfaats: afad g fana; |
QAT ¥ WATHY WETR Sy |
MATESTE T, G Naare g far

“ Ty fell inclined to proceed Lo that place ny & merchant, and to ac
compnny thoss who know all about preeivus getus, on « sea-Soing venssl,
[
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‘in view to bring good many largo pedrls of groal prico, 'With this yesolve
he wont on his jourfiey with several other merchants, aided by peoplo woll

acquainted with sea~voyages,”

In Raj-Tarangini, the only historical work now extani in Sanskrit, wa
meel, with the following sloka 3~

wifafa e s wreea Magdsay |
wraure fafanrarfe fagaurar fata; o

‘“ The royal messonger fell into the sea while proceeding on o vessel,

’ » ’ ¥ C
anél a whale devoured him; it vipping open ity belly, he camo out and
erossed Lhe sen.”

From what we have said above, il will appear to every unprajudiced
mind that sca-voyage was provalent in Indin from the very carlicst®ime.

The only two passages which can Dbe cited by the oppofienis of mon
voyage in their favour are altogether vague, and not exactly to the point.
They were probably composed at a later period, wimn Ilindooism was
rather on the decline, and the adventurous, bold and enterprising spivit

of the Mindooy was dying out, and with a view, perltaps, to counternat
the increasing and proselylising influence of the Mahommedans, which
was probably then in the ascendant, especially in Bengal,

The following toxt in Brihal Narvadiya Purann says sy
“FgzATAT WA wHREY Farcd
AT O Y wETETIAr
qatw garqule dyud divaw:

ATESTH q9T =18 ITCH@THHIHT
GHIATHY HATAT, YASTH 90T

STERTE TWEAR ATHITHATHY
ARTHETANRA MAYY TG

TR W Fwiag® astrrar gaatfioe |

“Sen-voyage, carrying of the bowl or the begging pot (kamandalu)
marfiage with girls of other than one's own caste by the twice~born classes,
production of issue bysa brother-in-law, hushand’s younger brother (caw7),
immolation #of animals at the Madhuparks, offering of flesh-ment at
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shradhas, entrance into the Vanaprafiha stnbe, gift of a daughter onee
already given away (widow marringe), protvacted Branfahcharya, human
sacrfice, horse sacrifice, expmﬁxry suicide by falling from very high
wounining, gomedha sncrifice™and vedic yajnas involving sacrifices of
eatblo ; Phese dharmas ought to be avoided in the Kali Juga”.

The passage in the Bribat Naradyin ean also be intammbeﬁ in o
dilferent manner Kasivam Bhattacharya, the l?{}rne&and able commenia~
tor, of 5-Rn,ghunmuln,n, says wilh regard 1o this pgesage that going to the
soa for the purpose of committing suicide by drowning one’s self therein
prohibited in the text ¢f Brihat Narndyia in e Kali Juga.

Thoe learned commeniator says—

WY WHFATATRNHIWRA, wuygfewm wyzarar-
QR AEWEAIHayg wagfew fgarsafzawd
yRagTfy gntfafaara’ |

“ That the term 73® q{&E] T means proceeding to sen for the pur-
pose of committing Suicide by drowning,”

It thus appears frod the explanation given by the learned commenta~
tor that sca-voyage js’prohibiled in the Kali Juga only in the case of
those who undertake it with the object of commitiing suwicide by drown-
ings«  Thig restriction cannot thereforo apply io those who proceed on.
sen~vdyage for the purpose of acquiring wenlth, owledge, or for plensure
and the like. As it is evident from tho slokw quoted in the Birhat
Naradyia Puavang that all the ind grdictions onumerated are exclusively
of o religions eharactor, the partieylar interdietion as rogards sea-voymye
cannot but he of the same nnlurve, 4 6, sen-voyagoe with a veligious
motive i probibifed in tho Bali Jugn. The opponents of sen-voyngo
may cite tlus sloka, and vy to prove that sea~voyage is opposed thereto
“bysimposing upon the public, who know liitle or nothing of Sanskrit, and
by perveriing ar mistnterpreting the sloka itself, Butthose who under-
stand Sanskpit will ab once seo that our plending is notl apecial, and that
Lho inlerprotation given by the learued commontator s porfeelly aceurate.
1t is apparently from thertext that XI5 ¢415 these dhormas are prolibi-
tod in the Kali Jugn.  Soa-voyage in itself is no dharma, L {8 considered
dharma by Porasarn, whon ono undoertakes sea-voyage for the purpose af

B kirireeta

e SR L Nl Lkl i A ‘Mmaﬂhﬁmw T L T T T

* Tha geeat ovjental sehola and eritie, Dr, Rafdudre Talp Mitea, tran
slates Wy ghal DWW 14 ans “suicide by getting one's solf drowndd in the sen”

L1
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expiating his sin, cnused by thg ulurder of o Bralhmin, We cile the loxt
of Parasnrn below i

gamsAfaeET waasasiad |
UARARgATRraqagaaisd |
4y Ty wqLw AwEat Al |

“The sight of L]f’a bridge over the sea, exbtending over 800 miles,

constructed nnder instrutligng from the great Ramachandra by Nala aod
otheys, ir efficncions for tlxag\ﬁ{mtwn of Lhe sin of Brahmin murder,”

The loarned Iammmaplw.., the late Tara Nath mmltbne}mspn.tl, who
is justly considered as an &uthmlw in Sanshrit ldieratvre in modern

¥imes, algo holds the rame view. Ile says-—
“GEIATTIRATC SRR q, THLTHHZITAT-
wwEs W fatyrg arfesrosmafzfafaaaa

a9 faayaEea afgwaaaraarang

By the phrase sumadra jalra stkar, aemvuyaﬁe Jor religious purposes
iz prohibiled in the Kali Juga, and in the szisgence of prohibition to
gen~voyage for morchandise or that undortakon ﬂndan the mandate of thoe
sovexeign it cannol possibly be made applicable to such sea~vayages.

The other text under which shelter is talen by Lhe appmwianwtﬁ i8

from tho Aditya I-"umna,“whmh rang thud 3w

fauarat mﬁqtr*ﬁ’r qayer fadtse
festgrrall g Mg ﬁ“fﬁaﬂmrf"tr |@us; |
qfa AT AT CEEY CHHE, |
At RgETy WA/ AETWN: |
faafaarfa fagfeslaeg=s q4; |

“Tho production of issue by n widow or by g Devara (Lhie youngest
brother of the husband); the taking back into th® soeinl cirele a twicos
born man who went on sea~-voyage, though he had pexformed prafsehifwe
or expiation ; thogo who live on idol-worship ; those who perform religious
obgervances with sn aim or 73 these dharmas and the like have been

sbstained from by noble and learned men at the Loginning of the Kali
Juga forhe well being of mankind.”
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Tara Nath Tyrakbachaspati intorprets the sloka in the following™
PIAINILOL §e

qA9Y YHTHUGRITANAART Fey  frfagfaamand

ARAAFRTR ¥ g7 Wpizfuneacdan: geafeamry

deq wrafgwrasfe fesragkgeTaian, qErara @

AW 1 wgFIAATAE W Falty g quiEer-
At A aw fafawgar seiagpai fanag |-

qﬁww?wwﬂra lzﬂag\wﬁa Feraraty s geifayras
f‘wﬁﬁmm& ﬁ?ﬁngﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁa | ¥, Y RuIn

m:raﬂm fafagfafa g foat a0 |

Sen-voyage or proceeding on a soa-going vessel for religious purposes
only is ir®erdicteds Jf during such voyage one comes in special contact
with the Melachas," and if on such occasions one abandons Sandbya ox
authorigsed daily prayers at stated hours, and the like, ithen in that case
if the twice-born wimghas committed such fault performs prafschitwa, thon
he ig not fo he tak@Pback within the pale of Hindoo society. As fox
the Sudras, no Faus attacllas to them undex such a eontingency. As no
p?mackztwa is Jlaid down avywhere in the Hindoo shastras in connoction-
with ae&wmyage, it 1s osbnblised that it is npt inhabited. Bven al the
presant day poople proceed Lo Ceylon and oty places through tho sea on
mercantile entorprise, It is, thevefore, idle to may that son~-voyago in
genoelal is prohibited.

This eloka, algo, as it will befpparent from tho above intorpretftion,
does not prohibit sea-voyage for secular purposes in the Kali Juga, It
only speaks of pratschitwa or expiation on the part of those who have
geased performing their most important daily religious duties as Hindoos,
and grown 1o lax and inlimale with the Melachay in the matter of food,
Mﬂmovar, Lhis text has oxclusive application Lo the Brahmins, All the
Hindoo sastrakars most distinelly say that there is no pmhlbltwn what-
over for the Sudras at any time and yindex any circumstances to make
voyages by sea. If in spite of all this the opponents of sea-voyage do
not accept the interpretations of Kasiram and Tarvansth, and try to
impose on the general public unasguainted with Sanskrit, tenaciougly
sticking to their own forcod interpretation, we counld omly say that, failing
to find any prehibitory passage either in the Vedas, or in the Smvritis,
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or 1 Lhe primary Laraus, they wewe compelled to resort to Lwo inolad ad
passages in tho Awo Upupmuua, or Puraps, of secondary i porbance,
montioned above, which are hoyond all deh b;fc. loss authovitalive, less ina-
portanl, and loss bhinding upon the indoo yux tho injuncbions conlained
in the Vodag, the Smritig, and tho Puarans. 1ns to the order of precodsence,

of ounrespective stasiras thy Prayoga Patlijala says—

ﬁfﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ@ﬂ% farar av fa=a |
a7 Hret Whswag aandd wfad |
agfﬁquﬂﬂ:?% arave; e AR e 4
g aar a,} a1 Wl |

Tt is passing slrango thnt cnatﬁw agide the nubhoxity of "thg Vedas,
AW Suuitls, and the Purnna, thay take their stand upan Lo inolated
pagsages of the two Upapurans, According to Xoraco Ila.yman ‘Wilson,
the Upapurans are nob older than the 12th century A. D., agd the late
Raja Rajendra Lala Mibtra. LT, D., G T, B, wheft profound erudition,
deep learning, and ripe scholarship are universally acknowledged, and
whaoge recent lamentablo death has caused ;{}um in the world

of orionial literature, snys, “these Upapurans giffive boen mo carclessly
pmﬂerved and axe so full of interpolations, At L8thoxr are of such
quostionable anthouticity, that even Lhe most orthodox Tlindoo holds thome
to b of vory secondary vank compared Lo the Veodas, the Stitly, and tha
Sutras,”

Bu, before finally taking leave of tho bwo texis, I would mosl pro
minently bring to your nolico thal notwiihstandiug the qualified interdic-
tiona Lo sea-voyage contained thcmiu,a_{;hn ahove Loxby are immediatoly
followed hy tho following passapges in the same ilwo Upapurans, respec-
tively, which malke our position siill more firm s

Bararan wfarem aag AT |
s ufadt fa agudafesga o

“One should observe the mannoers and customs of his own country ;
one who does not do this becomes dograded and fallen ( patite ) aud devoidl
of all dharma”

waaETfo ATyt AHT qEagway

“The practico ¢£ ravaracl porgons is proof as polept ns that of the
Vedas, W
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As we have shown above that 'ae%myagatwm prevalent in ancient
Ilindoo society from the geieBarliest times, and that the praclice was
. Aryan polentates and Rishis, the passages
zm_mb carry any weight wilth them,

- yayaso corraborated by no lof
BIL zmtlmrity in tho Sanskyit literature than 3 gndis Salybrata Samamami?
e EEL}’E:—-**M

“ agn qHAIIAL S 7 Fes 28t el
fafs 2341 Qo “wyey Wil gl
et frafragaaige 28u] wifwere, Seir. g sy qifasig 4, T8 -PA-

(A RATHTR ST Helbtedra g ot 3
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v Sty weatafi atfasias
&N A8 el wrptie o enwe 7l TS AR | qeiee (3tq 77 37 fivePe

Tiea? NN FEE (3 FPT AT TG BARANAT BeAwAtT BT F6T
v gl Tafes E?trwﬁ?r foaasfore Tnstal Tl fifas 23w Alg

The late venem&e *Pundit Tswara Chundra Vidyasagara, whose
lamentable death iy justly considered as a great national ealamity, and
whose authority in Wgpskib literaluie cannot be questioned by any, SVE

Ngw o b, 4% W iy wxdt 237 oo |

Thore ave several other passages in tho Ugdoo shastras in support of
the view we have takon in the maltor of sen-voyage, but ng I have alieady
trosgptired upon your lime and psbience so long, and as tho question will
doubtless be grasped and grap#led with in all its bearings by soms of
our ablest men . who have condoswsendsd to address this meeling, it is
guporfluous on my part to make any furiher quolsalions from tihe
shastras, Now it must be qnite clear to every unprejudiced thinker from
the proofs adduced above that the Hindoos navigatod the seas often.
1\1;le101'3 thiroughout the vast range of our shasiras, whethor in the Vedas,
Romayanar Mahabharata, Sanhitag, Iurang or in the general literature
of the countiy, sea-voyage is prohibited or rogarded as a sin, or an offenco,
or a crime, On the othdr hand, it was & prevalling custom of the Ilindoos
in all ages, It did not fall into disuse at any stage of Elindoo sociaty.
'I.‘Iig voyages of Srimanta Saudagir and Yougandharayan are well knowu
to gvery, Idindoo. KEven at the present day thers is & custom prevalent
amongst the Hindoos of Southern India to gatlwr”‘pmr}a fyom the sea
round about the island of Ceylon and other adjacent parts, 1 nop a
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uncommon fact that pilgrims procedd to Doorea to visit the great ehrine of

Juggernath on bLoard the stéameor mﬁ”‘Mwough the Bay of Bengal.

No one now objecls to any one g(}i):*ga?;]ﬁﬁ' rmah, Rangoon, Madras, or
ib fncts you stand up and any

Ceylon by shup  If in the face of &% pa

thiat sea~voyage is disallowable to & II"indrly> , 04 1t i3 not ganctioned _in our
shasiriis, then wa cati enbf"sny that aM that we ean do is o give you
Jeasons and arguments, ;m{ffhat H you are actermined not 1o be gonvinood,s
wo rogret to sry that tl-is1 ‘less to discnss the question,

If goiug Lo a MaZucf@"’{%m or making sea-voyage iy not considerel as™a
gin I'l;SGDI'ding lo our sfmsa}“ﬂ,‘gg, then we don’t see aﬁ%reaaﬂn whaoleverfor
;Wn or etf*5a |

Where there is no sinfichers can ba no~ punighmér<; or expiation.
Moreover, In Rznglmnandmfaémya nitwn Bivaks naﬁmal}t' of I'rayas-
cl}i,[swa iz made for going to a Mi\chadem or making sea-voxage., So
‘.80 2hd say that our England-vetuined countrymen nhﬁu“ld,g;mfm expia-
tion for thewr procceding to England do not only evince ;lt Jamentable
ignorance of the Himdoo shastras, but exhibit a want of fairnesgrFhindour,
gnd common sense. It is lughly 1lliboral, wngeflerous, and despotic to
place oar Bugland returned brethren in a position of abject humilintion by
compelhing them, at the sacrifice of their consciencgmtibe voice of God in
lﬁz human heart, to partake of cow dung, as iffgve Bl

N

“

sosb heinous and hoirible crimes in he MIWLHEM% human iniquities,

alljough the shasirus nowhere maintain that sea-vbyegde @ an acl of sin,.

The noxt and the Laat polnt Lo which 1 wish to invite 3?01{1* atiention
ia the partaking of forbidMmn food by those who go Lo Englond, and on
which 8o mueh stresg is [aid at present by our countrymen,

Menu says-- "

wifad waad mat @fygRoatsrar
T (gAY gagtgRared; |

“The wiso have pronounced oatable, nmong five-toed anjimals, the
hedgehog ov boar and poreupine, the iguanas, rhinoceros, tortoise, and
hare also, and excepl camels, anitals which have one row of {eeth.”

Again—-
mMfad waawid ATHTTATY RTAAT |

garfafy frgmeg STOATRE [T |

So those whge avre obliged Lo resorb to fmbiddm} fool from sheer
necessity} such as the preservation of life, cannol reasonably be outonsted,
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If the schem w ¢ to England receivea fue consideration in tha -
handg of the Hm a b ve will Then probably*be no necossily for
the partaking of forbiddergmy, for in that cago ib may be expectud thal
Hindoo hotels might be eme j}’ﬂﬂn Lngland, Who, for our parl, mosb
muemqu wigh that arrangem dnisshould be m&:{mr Ilindoo gentJemen

to proceed to "England in yﬁldm way anfhaggefding lo Ehmdoo pmlcl-
ples pok stand up befam )11 Lhig

Let me not be mizzanderstood, I "
evemng as the advecate of meat-sating, P87 J,hm. haud, il s babml‘
af any ofte can do without it. Although thex ?: M,

ositive sin in patak-

ing of animal food, y ™t every one oughl tg ¥ %e a strong dislike for it for
huma,mty ar< kin a to animals, as M iu sayg—

7@‘1%@% 1‘13 qT9 m:rﬁ I
qafaRuT AT f-mf‘-‘r‘i% HETHAT | -

‘¢ Ther i3 no fault 1n eating flesh, nor in drinking ulbammtulghq\{ﬂr,
noy 1r>—-qny";_a,t'~ou, for that is the occupation of beings, but cessation fiom’

them pmc‘luces grﬁ %’
We have adduced texts in favour of meat-eating only for the purpo‘ﬂa

of showing th.? eat was nof, only unknown in anecient India, but formed
chief artic 0f not only .'\-Enbn ost the lower clagses, but also &m‘m}g@t

the most ag, refined, and pions Brahmins apd Kshatriyas. |
It shoul forg‘ obten that, although we arve pre-ammawfa
g

congervative. peaple, the whole organigation of the lindoeo Socotyhas
undergone, and is daily undergoing, since the vedie ‘dgea, thorough changes
in the matter of diet, costume, and the moéV, of living under the piessure
of pagt and existing circurmsatances., It 18 ahaurd to suppose that ITindoo
manners and customs have zemained wnchanged and uuc}mnging at The

present moment, amid the chamnges of a changeable ageo,
We have shown that according to our shasiras a man’s diel was

regulated in conformity to the custom of the country in which he might
bg living 4t the time. Food defiled by the contact of or with the Louch
“of the Melachas can be taken freely by the Hindoos when th ey ennnotb do

w hout it, 'We quote the following from Menu on this point =

%ﬁé'armgmﬁ Msanfa ga@d; |
CIE YT Hﬁﬂ A q g fawd |

“1f one eats food pmcured from any source wlmbgver, wahen he hiw
reached the pmnt where life is passing away, as bl;@_ air ig vob flled by

dirt, so he is not besmeared by this sn,”
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Thiy sloke distinelly lays down that o man & porvtake of any kind
of food at any body’s hands wifon thumMm necossily for i,

ST g ﬁf"@'ﬁwﬁf‘%’f‘ﬁa* |
T ﬂff&rm‘\‘i@"‘f @ﬂﬂ?ﬁé [TATHTA |
'ﬁﬂ‘l‘ﬂf\?"ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁr ?T’?TT‘Ea‘l‘#Iﬁ'ﬁr‘ﬁ“!I*

graret a{{Eey arReEat 9 femar?( I
o FUTHY GV faaﬂ
“Eﬂ"\ﬂ? MFATATE @ i T
-am?rm@n T marwm‘ |
FEETARTIE o fagaat

1‘

“ Ajigartn, when desiving to eat, undortook tg W his UM and was
n!ﬂt on that account besmoarved with sin, becaugo™ practising {this as an
atitidote 1o hungon”

‘“Nor was Vamadava besmeared with sin wh e wall-knowing

bt and wrong, wanted {o ent dog's flesh in grder to prdEfftaBaniwalion,
boshuse oppressed wilth hunger”

Moveover, Bhaxadvajn, whose dovotion was grest, Lelhg opprassad
by hunger in a lonely woly with his son, recoived many cows from
Vidha, the carpenton’

“Moreover, Visvamilyy, woll Immﬁng right and wrong, Lmng
opprosied by hunger, procceded to eat the rump of a dog, having
vecoaived ib from the hand of a Chandaln.

It will thus be geen that the ITindoo religion, in spite of its exclusive
and soctarian character, abovnds with lnvge and liboralised viows.

As we hnve now understood the importanes of sea-voyngoes and th
travelling to [ingland, Amewon, and other trans-oceaniogomitries i§ o
malter of nocessily in the hest secular intervesty of the countiy, the estnl-
hishment of Qindoo holels in those conntrios is™a consammstion most
devoully to be” wished for. Ii will indeed be a souree of gratification Lo
vg all if this long-fell want is mel in this manner, Thoere are maany of
our countrymen W]m objoel 1o sea~-voyago on the scove of Forbidden food
alone, ¢ ITiudoo ?)fwtala are opened in lingland, and if tho vayaga cotld
be undarbpk®n in Windoo way and with the observance of hio mjunetion
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of the Hindod shas Taad regards food,and drink, then I helieve there came

be no reasonable ol BGIOJW aterer,

n that it has been impossiblo for
¢ oourse of a single leclurve, T would .
“have Eeﬁeu better if the taﬂ B had d&volved uponsome better v and,abler
hands, ‘and I regret that,/‘g my humble%nin#m, I have faitow plade

this guestion b@ft}re you r~such a light an @annor a8 I go much v shed,

to do?
Onéd vord ﬁl}ge, and I have done. 1 hope fhabghis question of sea~

yoyage amongsb yd mll be laken up and deciC=¥@~fhe general ITindoo
pubhc Wlth.mn d fi & large, hiberal, )Jl generous spirit. As man,
16546 f m:ea, it behoves us all to acconi
modate oih{e ~Toayp-te*lhe altered andnew cop Aitjon -::f
things i hicls the country i‘%v fas K?imnf:'ungq.----—-n;:zcmsxst,entl_}y *E,Msa
with the proiomsdest veneration tor Oubhnulem. usages and cyad, a,m ""L\
50 Jong as LM gotion does mot directly interfere or élash with the fuuda
ghoal i ~.of our religion, There is nothing Lo prevent our gﬁgﬁ
) httle outof thom, pyy track to inaugurate a social reform, if such 4
be not in cln. act nppoaltwn to Lhe spuat and expliait ruling of our shasirhs,
The followi extract from a lectureon “caste” delivered C‘alauhﬁaﬂm
July 187Q7 by Tme, ,\‘ered father, Baboo Marish Chandra Mitiras Y {\1
‘ W% ol ction of change in Flindoa rociety is sanctioned, ¥
sthe Hm ; ReGes, when such may be required for the gooci offthe

peﬁpiu undér. altered cwc{msta,ncea of the country {m-

CETh mght sound "paxadoxical, but it is neveortheloss true, that the.

consérvitism of the Ilindoo mind is nop~ unite mupported by the Hmclca
shastras, On the contrary, they seem tU go somowhat ngninst it Accord-

ing to Yuma Sanhita, Dharma (virtue) is not & fixed buat variaﬁ}’%ntim
1t"1s made dependent on tRe decision of one, two or three learned Hindog
divines, who are fully authorised in all ages to aller exisling institutions,
"should such a course appear to them expadient and imperative,”

T S A0 AU
a‘gﬁ*ﬂwaﬁ. g gy ¥fq fasa

“ In conformity to this ruling, there can be no religious hindrance in n

strictly Hindoo pomnt of view towards a revision Wa points, should
the present” altered circumslances of the counbry” # the peopY Memand

‘guch o meagnure.”



As the Oﬂngress movemont, svhich iy lodked® 20n o an 11phem‘*nl

Gf the natmna.l end, dmumm 810 Wi 1 _u_g ur Q{Jtmtr el axe trying
“-.e,md that they lrw llbLl‘t}’}

h{wd for thmr pullt-mal vights and 131*1%1
' cﬁnmstmmy, to 2ivo certnm

Nt Dohoves thcﬂu, with a view te-%af; .
amouny of lx.btﬁ'ty to th\mmt.mn in 4hie maigerof such sociul {aﬂlvaudmmelm
.
- -;Iw bGEL ints yosts of the country, odnsistont

al W _} p-0Ve caudue )
ayith our shastras and @7 Vms,  Mazzini ¥ the duties of man BAYH

”"‘1510&.. iy 18- amred 8 f" kndundu&l of xvl:qgc{ﬁ;ﬁmt i1 the roflex, ,13'
sacred, - Where lxbca‘f'f; 24 ;mb lifo is reduced to o mewsorganis: ﬁma‘:bm‘n‘,‘,

a,ml ‘where mrm ’li‘f'&‘f.ﬂle violation of his liberbylronyis false to his owWn
mtur@, mld vebels wmnm%e deereo of Gad &

. In conclu?.mn I forvent y\ppe 'blm,t our countrs hlﬂll, w"‘ goub pmvmg
false t& :he  national religion,’Xill %budy a._f%hn an 1@ "o dvery~

Il e Jeir power to promotey ‘

| e iﬁesﬁ erests of thL cbmn{ J-*. and that’-
-f i he} @her hand, owr Inglghd-ret med brathren w11L uaa :I}elr best
"gnﬂumvﬁms not in any way to c:-\r ond the feelings om q,a,;aﬂ ~.ox portion
oy Umw manners, costume, and ganm‘al moco of livin _Qgr.a,uch &
wiate of things, I fully trnab that in Lhe Benign " %" asammm of CGrod’s
I”F dvidence, and under tho fostermn' caro of Englaiid mdm, dlﬂblngulahed_'
& iaho is for the vastness of her rivers, the gorgeonsnesy of h ~mountaing
m*‘i tlrs exuborance of her vegatmmn, will at no dlﬂty”b-- “ba,alike dig

N;ﬁhad for pohblcal aclmncement, mtellectuulf & Ve cRad moral

ey PSSP -



