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The Cﬁral Texl book Committee of Calcutta having
last year approved Site as a text-book for the first and
second classes of Middle Schools of Bengal, it was
suggesied to me by experienced educalionists that a
cheap School Edition, with all passages, amatory or
otherwise objectionable, expurgated from tRe book, would
be just the thing for students. I have acga‘t ingly pre-
pared this School Edition, with of course the necessary
corrections, abbreviations and alterations made. I have
also reduced the price from one rupee to ten annas
a copy, thus placing the book within the reach of all

classes of sludents., Now, | can only hope that the
Fducational Authorities will kindly extend Lhe same pat-
ronage to this, as they have hitherto done to the Complete

Hdilion of Stta.
For the sake of the reading public, the original Com-
plete Edition of the book remains intact, with its price

of course the same as before,

Bankura
- } A.C.D.

Septenpber 1893
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The Hon'ble Justice Gooroo Das Banerjea writes ;—

..."*The book is wrilten in a simple and chaste style
and [ read it'with much pleasure.”

Babu Tarak Bandhu Chakravarii, Deputy Inspecior
ol Schools, Ifaridpur, writes : ~—

' (Sita) appears Lo be a most valuable production,
cialculated Lo help the rising generation in the formation
of character.”

Maharaj-ICumar Binoya Krishna Deb Bahadur of
Sobhabazae Rajhatt wriles :—

.WfIndeed 1L does infinite credit to you and I ven-
ture to think, it does credit to any body to write such
an admirable book as you have done, I am glad to
say that in my humble judgment, your delineation of
the character of Sita is highly gratilying to us all who
look upon her with reverence. I only wish that the
spirit you wanted your countrymen to appreciate and
which you have so successfully depicted in the character
of Sita Will not be lost but have ils due, and [ may say,.
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wholesome influence among us. As regards the langu-
age of the book, it is all thal one can wish for-—it is
quile intelligible and smooth.”

Babu Bireswar Chakravarti, Assistant Inspector of
Schools, Cholanagpore Division, wriles: —

- “Your excellent book the Sita. 1 have read the
work with greal interest and caun say without hesitation
that il is nol olten thal one has the pleasure of coming
across, in our language, a readable work like yours.
The style 1s chaste, simple and idiomatic, as it ought
to be, and Lhe sensc is always clear and easily intelligi-
bie.r The ilustrations arc apt and the descriptions natural
and easy of conception. ithal, the work does not
took like the produclion of a beginner and is highly fit
for being used as a text-book in Bengali for the Middie
Scholarship and Muntrance examinations. I need hardly
add that il is peculiarly gratifying to me to find you so
cminently successful in your first altempt at Bengali
aulborship.”

“Now thalt a controversy is going on about the
desirability of introducing the Bengali language asa
part of the higher Universily curriculum, and the dearth
of good books is pointed out by the opponents ol the
proposal, it is both interesting and gratifying lo see our
young graduates iake to DBengali literature, at least as
a relaxation, 1f nol as a pursuit., A very noteworthy
conliibution recenily made (rom this quarter is a study
of S¢éfe by Babu Abinas Chandra Das, M.A, The study
is based mainly on Valmiki's immortal poem, and the
writer in explaining the character of his heroine has
had Lo draw considerably from the slory of the Rewa-
yana; but in a close-printed volume of 228 pages he
has nol failed Lo give many ionslances of originalily of
conception and richness of slyle which show capacity for
taking flights into the higher walks of literature, if he
keeps at it, Lovcable as the characler of Sita is by its
nature, the anthor’'s art has set up some aspects of it
in a style so as Lo endear it all the more to the Hindoo
reader's heart. The book should form very excellent

L
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reading for females, and we should like to sce Ii
used as a lexi-book in ihe upper classes of girls’
schools.” HHope.

“We regret we could not notice this charming Ben-
gali work earlier. It deserves a longer review than we
can herc make. The slyle ol the author is chaste,
elegant, and where wnecessary, full of vigour. In fact
considering that this is the author’s f{irsl production, it
is nol a little remarkable that he has succeeded s0
well as he has done, The book would do credit to the
best Bengali wrilers, Sita isthe ideal wife, the creation
of the saintly poet Valmiki. The writer has followed
in the footsteps of Valmiki, and has atlained full success
in bringing out the beauties of Sita's character. He
as dwelt with loving care on her love of nature in both
1er placid and wild aspects, In this Sita was different
rom Lhe modern degraded conception of the ideal
woman, who resembles rather the caged canary than the
soaring lark. We love to piclure Sita as the wild
flower loving the breezes of her wild woodlands. Sita
teaches us what conjugal love ought to be. Whilst fol-
lowing her husband in his exile through all perils, and
sweetly obedient to his will, she seeks her husband’s
spiritual wellare more than to please him in all things ;
and thus we find her on several occasions remonstrating
with him on his conduct. Many are the hidden beauties
In ‘the character of Sita, which like some rare and
delicale perfume pervade her nature, but escape analy-
sis,  We leave the reader Lo find Lthem oul, and elevate
his nalure with their enjoymeni. The descriptions of
natural scenery in the book are very vivid and charming.
The author has shown much insight into human nature
in depicting the character of Sita, and of other persons
in the Ramayana, for in telling her life story, he has
grouped round her life nearly all that is worlh knowing
m the epic. And that is one of Lthe good features of
the book, It is onc of the best books that can be placed
in the hgnds of young ladies an old, though, of course,
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the male reader would be equally benefited by it. Our
countrymen, if they are sincere in their love of all that
helongs to Ancient India, ought to welcome and cherish
«uch a work. In its purity, it sweetlness, its meck
and simple heroism, its ardent love and enjoyment of
Nature, its consciousness of the dignity and holyness
of wifehooed, and in the many other heavenly qualities
which grace it, the character of Sita is unique. And
this is the character the author has portrayed wilh
consummate abililty and full success.”
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“A collection of vseful lessons for boys.”
Caleufla Gasctle.
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