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"™ Three poets, in three diftant ages born,

Greece, Italy, and England did adorn.
The firft in lofanefs of thoupht furpait ;
The next in majefty ; in both the laft.
The force of Nature could no further go :

To make a third, [he join’d the former two.
~ DRYDEN.
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o 'THE LIFE OF MILTON.

'
ST ot rERA A - —

— sl il
9

Tur Famuly of Milton was defeended from the Proprietors of Milton near Thame in {)Ifdr&ﬂliré, ohe -

o whom forfeited his eftate in<he tumes of York and Lancafter, B :
t'he Grandfather of the Poet, N zeaious Papilt, difinherited his fen John for haﬁng renounced thn

Religion of bis Anceftors 3 swho, in confequence, had recourfe fer his fupport to the profeffion of %

‘Serivener, in which he was fo tuceefsful, that he was enabled to retire from bufinefs on a competeny:

+

citate.  Hé marriad a Lady of the name of Cifton, of Welth defcent, by whom he had iffue, John the
Pt E‘hrﬂiwhrr bred to the law, (ufterwards knighted and made a Judge by James IL.), and Anne)
nmarricd to Edward Phillips, who enjoyed a lucrative polt in the Crown Office.

John Milton was born in Londoa at Ljs father’s houfe in Bread bireet, December 9th 1608, He
vras firft infirudted hy private tuition, under the care of Thomas Young a Clergyman, whofe attention’
wad capacity were celebrated by his pupil in an elegant Latin Elegy, u:rit:‘,en it his 1ath year.

e was then fent to St. Pund’s School, from whence, in his 16th year, he was removed to Chrift’s '_
College, Cambridge, ’ . L

Deing his rofidence in the Univerfity, he compofed moft of his Latin Poems, in a ftile e_xquiﬁtelf
amitative of the beft niodels of antiquity. Milton is fuid to be the firlt Englithman who wrote Latinh%
verfe with claflical elegance. | | u .'

On lcaving the Univerlity, ofter having taken out his degree of Mafter of Arts, in 1632, he refurn‘_sc[‘
to his futher, then refiding at Horton in Buckinghamthire, where he purfued his fudjes with unparal«
olled afliduity und fuccefs. They did not however fo entircly abforb his artention as not to afford him
true Lo produce the Mafque of Comus, a Work adorned with all the ornaments of di&ion ; where 3,1-
Iefions, images, and beantifi) ¢pithets, embellifh every period with lavifh decoration 1 For though it is:
+ DIrama, too much in the Epic ltile to pleafe on the ftage, yet, in whatever light it is viewed, whether
a8 4 feries of Lines, a Mafgue, of a Poem, it can be confidered as inferior only to Paradife Loft, - .

His next produ@ion was Lycidas; a Poem no lefs besutiful of its Jind thun the laft, being a Monody
on the death of his friend Edward King, fon of Sir John King; Secretary for Ircland, who was lofk in
lis pafluee to that‘cﬁuntr}'. o o

Milton having now remained wich his father for about five years, of the death of his mnther,.pbta-.ined:
the liberty which he fo ardently defired; to travel., He lefr England in 1638, went firlt to Paris,
vihere ke vifited the ¢clebrared Crotius, and from thenee haftéd into Italy, whofe language and Iitera—-;
tis he had ftudied with uncontmon diligenee. There he was received with marked attention ij‘ the
Jearned aud the great; for, notwiithtanding ths undifferabled opennels of his pelitical and feHginﬁaJ
wpitions, he was introduced to a mufical entertzinment by Cardinal Barberini {_afterﬁardé.Pnpe Urban
the VIII) in perfon, vwho wiited for him at the door, and led him by .the hand into the Aifﬂmblf.'
From Rome he went to Naples, where he was received with no lefs refpect by Manfo, Marquis of Villa
wlo had heen before the Patron of Taffo s after which, he vifited the. reft of Italy, carefled and ho-
noured 7y every one conlpicuous for high rank or diftinguithed abilities, Among the laft was the g'rca!
Galilzo whom he did not omit to nilit, alihough at that time a prifoner in the Inquifition, fﬁr.,hiﬁng
thght. e annual and diurial miotions of thie earth, | o _

Afte; having fpent two years in his travels, which were defipned to be extended to Si}i::'ly" 2t
Gieece, on heating of the troubles i1 his pative couniry, he hafted home, Judging it crimIN} to n‘.&
dudiferent, or o Ldulge in amufements; while his coy ntrymen were contending for theii liyertles,

-



THE LIFE OF MILTON,

- On his return, he took a houfe in Aiderfgate Street, where he faperintended the education of ks
“mephew by his fifter, and alfo received other young gentlemen to be boarded and inftru@ed.
. In his 35th year, he married Mary the daughter of Richarg Powel, Efq; but a feparation, or rathes
;:-,;defertinn on the wife's part, took place in a month after the ceremony. On her refufing ¢o return,, in
-defiance of repeated requifitions, Milton was fo proveoked, that he was induced to publifh fevera) Trea-
“tifes on the dodtrine of Divorce ; an alfo to pay his addrefies to a young Jady of rreat wit and b ui}f
;rA. reconciliation was the cnnibguencc; for his wife, n an uncxpected intervicw, throwing b felf at
“his feet, implored and obtained forgivencis.  Impreffed with this event, he is f1id to huve conceived
{thi: pathetic fcenc in Paradife Loft, in which Eve addreffeth herfelf to Adam for pardon and peace,
» From this period to the reftoration, our Author was fo deeply engaged in the controverfics of the
ﬁ_‘tim:s, that he found no leifure for polite learning. The Alleero and Penferofo however appearcd in a
-collection of Latin and Englith Poems puiblifhed in 1645. "Thefe delightful picces are undoubtediy the
“ewo beft defcriptive poems that ever were written. Had he left nother monuments bat Comus,.
%éji.jrcidaﬁ, and this matchlefs pair, yet would they alone be ihfliciﬂn?{:(render his name immortal,
;;Tlit}r were however little noticed on their publication, and remained fornear a century difregarded, or
-at leaft fcarcely known, while his Polemicul Traéts, now only in their titles remembered, made their
F.'Authur"s fortune, and {pread his fame over Evrope, Of thefe, the moft celebrated 1s his Defenfio pro
._,..{'Ft,‘b,,fg Anglicano, i angwer to Salmalius, Profeflor of Polite Learning at f.eyden, who was employed
"By'Charlft:s H. when in exile, to write the Defenfio Regie.  Milton’s prece was fo fevere, and fo much
| admired, that it is faid to have killed his antagonift with vexation. For this Tra&, he was rewarded
_Iﬁ*ith a thoufand pounds, a fum iwent}f times greater than he made by all hiz poctical works put tn-
_g&her I'and was alfo promoted to be Latin Sceretary to the Protedtor. But for Lis mtellectual acqui-
frtions he paid dear; a gutta forena for fome time affe@ed Lis fight, and he now became totally blind,
At this period too, he loft his wife in child-bed, who left him three daughters.  He foon, however,
married 2gain, Catharine daughter of o Captain Woodeock 5 but fhe alfo died in child-bed, witiin a
year after they were married. |
~ Onthe Reftorarion, he was ohliged to quit his houfe, togetiier with his employment, and to {eerete
._ ﬁjiq]ifelf in an obfcure abede in Bartholomew Clofe, His friends had {fome difficitity to prevent him
from being excepted in the a& of oblivion'; to lnll refearch, and to gain time, they vfcd the ex-
. pedient of a mock funeral. By the acét of oblivion he was at length freed from danger ; his Polemical
_'writings only were burnt by the hands of the common hangman.
From Baitholomew Clofe he removed to Jewsio Street, and married a third wife, Elizabeth Min-
* ftur, of a geatleman’s family in Chefhire.

Hé=was pow in his 52d year, blind, infirm, and poor; for he loft his paternal property by the civil

wars, and his acquired by the Reftoratien,  But ncither his infirmities, nor the viciflitudes of Fortunc, .
. could deprefs the vigour of his mind, or prevent him from executing a defign he kad long conceived,
of writing an Heroic Poem. _,;"*

The great work of Paradife Lol was finithed in 1665, at Chalfont in Backs, where the Anthor had
takem refuge from the plague, and publithed in 1647, when he returned to Londen. He fold the
eopy to Samuel Simmons for Five Pounds in hand, Five Pounds more when 1300 fhould be fold, and

Bihe fame fum on the publication of the fecand and third Editions, for each edition.  Of this agrecment
“Milton received in all Fifteen Pounds ; and his widow afterwards fold her clains for Light.

Such was the firfl reception of a Work that conilitutes the glory and boaft of Englith 1.iterature g
a Work that, notwithitanding the feverity of criticifim, may be ranked among the nobleft efforts of
human genim;:;-fur though in variety of charaéter and choice of fubje®, it may yield to fome, yet in
grandeur and fublimity it is confefledly fuperior to-all.  1'he meafurce of this Divine Poemi is blunk
verfe; between which and rhyme there are endlefs difputes for pre-eminence ¢ but furely the;ﬂ'ential
qualities of Poetry can no more depend on cither, than thofc of a man on the fathion of his cld Yies,

Dodtor Johnlon, who could not endure blank verfe, yet confefles, t* ¢« He could not prea?;ail on
® himfelf to with that Milton had been a rhymer.” ]

Paradife %&, however, is not without faults; perfetion in this life is unattainable, e ‘at-
tempt of th-.;f‘ Author to give language and fentiments to the Deity, is where he feems to have -mol

j “ .



THE LIFE OF MILTON,

#ailed 1n the execution : But in fuch an attempt, what mortal could have fucceeded 7 Other frcef»-
. tions it has alfo cndured in pafling the ficry ordeal of Dr. Johufon’s criticifm, who feems to have exa.
" aended his abfurd diftike of the man to his writings, Yet every reader capable of relithing true
Poutry will agree with him in concluding, “ ‘That this Work is not the greateft of Heroic Poems,
.. * only becaufe it is not the firft.” - |
= ’hree years alter the publication of Paradife Loft, the author publifhed Sampfﬂn Agponiltes, a Tta-
gedy, » “the pureft flile of the Gredk Drama, and Puradife Reguined, which he is faid to have pre~
ferred to his great wark, bat in which preferénce he remains aloae.
~ * Paradifc Regained hath {uflered much in the comparifon; it is obfcured by the fplendour of Para-
édife Loft, us the luftre of the morning {tar is abforbed in the meridian blaze; but had ELI]}I" other than

_Miiton been the author, it would have cleimed and received univerfal praife,
Our greut author, now quite wom out with the pout, puid the debt of nature om the roth of Now..
~-vember 1644, in his 60th yeay, at his houfe in Bunhill-Ficlds, and was buried in St. Giles’s, Cripple-
gate; hus funcral was {plendiag, and numeroufly attended.  He left 15001 to his family; a proof, -
notwithftanding his great lofles, that he never was in indigence. 3
A imull monument, with his buit, hus Wen crected, not long fince, to his memory, in Wedtminfter
Abbey, . . ;
M;ltun in fature, did not exceed the middle fize, but was formed with perfe& fymmetry, and was,

morcover, in his youih, eminently beautiful ; of which many portraits yet to be feen, as well as the

following epigram of the Marquis of Villa, are inconreftible proofs:

Ut mens, forma, decor, facies, mos, i Pietas fic
Non Anglus, verum hercle Angelus ipfe fores.

Which {nmittiﬂg the cxception of Lis religion) niay be thus rendered =

So perfedt thou, i1 mind, in form and face;
‘Thou’rt not of Enclith, but Angelic race,

Of his hahits-~he was abftemious in his diet, and naturally difliked all firong fiquors : In his youth
he ftudied late, but afterwards reverfed his hours.  His amulcments confifted in the converfation of
his fric 'nds, and in mufic, in which he wus a proficient,  After he became blind, he was affifted in hﬁ
ftudies by his daughters, whom he taught to read Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, without their unders

:"-

ftanding any of thum 3 and for trunferibing, he employed any cafual acquaintance. -
His literature was great; he was a perfedt mafter of Hebrew, Greek, latin, Italian, French, and
spacitfh 5 of the Englith Pocts, he preferred Spencer, Shukefpeare and Cowlgy. His political prmczplea
were republican, and his theolagical opinions tended to Arminianifm. His deportment Was"-:‘ﬂ&
open, affable 5 his converfution cafy, cheerful, and inftruive ; his wit, on all occafions, at command,
ticetions, grave, nr,ﬁ;jli{al as the fubjedt required 5 his judgment juft and penetrating; his appre=

Lenflen quick 5 s rm_‘*mr} tenacious of what he read ; lus reading only not fo extenfiver as his

geruue, for that was upiverfi],  With o many acdomuplifhments, not to have faults and misfortunes to -
be Taidin the balunce, wich (he fame and folicis y of waiting Paradife Loft, would hive been too great:

4 portion for humaeni: Ve
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YARADISUM AMISSAM

SUMMI POETAE

JOHANNIS
Q1 legis Amiffum Paradifum, grandia magni
Carmina Miltoni, quid nii cundta legis ?
Res cundlas, et cundtarum primordia rerum,
Et fata, et hnes continét tic Tiber.
Intima panduntur magm penctralia mundi,
Scribitur et toto quicquid in orbe latet @
Terrzque, tradtufque maris, Celamque profundum, !
Sulphureumque Erebi, flamnvomufque fpecus :
Quaque colunt terras, potumque et Turtara caca,
Qu:eque colunt fummt lucida regna poli |
¥t quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus ulquam, |
Et line fine Chaos, ot fing finc Deus:
Et fine fine mapis, fi quid magts eft fine finc,
in Chrilto erga homines conciliatus amor,
Hzc qui {perarct quis crederet effe futura ?
Et tamen hxe hodie terra Britanna legic,
O quantos in bella duces?! qur protulit arma !
Chue canit, ¢t quanta praiia dira tuba!
Cerledtes acles | atque In certamine ceelursd,
Bt quac coeleftes pugna decerct agros !
Quantus in wthereds tollit fe Taciler annis T

Atrue iplo graditur vix Michacle minor !

MILTONI,

Quantis, et quam funeftis concurritur iris,
Dum ferus hic ftellas protegit, ille rapit!

Dum vulios montes feu tela reciproca torquent, -
Et non mortali defuper igne pluunt ;

Stat dubius cui {e parti concedat Olympus,
Et metuit pugnz non fuperefle {uz.

At imul in ceelis Mefliz infignia fulgent,
Lt currus animes, armaque digna Deo,

Horendumque rotee firident, et {zva rotarum
Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus,

Et Humymae vibrant, et vera tonitura rauco
Admiftis lammis infonuere polo :

Excidit attonitis mens omnis, et impetus omnyis,
Et caffis dextris irrita tela cadunt s

Ad peenas fugiunt, et ceu foret Orcus afylum,
Infernis cortant condere fe tenebris.

Cedite Romani {criptores, cedite Graii,
Et quos fama recens vel celebravit annus.

Hae quicunque leget tantum ceciniffe putabit
Maoniden ranas, Virgilium culices.

SAMUEL BARROW. M, D,

-

-———-

: ON PARADISE LOST. -

A7 N T heéheld the poat Blind, yet hold,
Tn fluuder book his vait defign unfold,
Mellich crown'd, God's reconcil’ d decree,
Reheliing angels, the torhidden tree,
Meav'n, hell, earth, chaos, all§ the argument
Held me o while mifdoubting Lis intent,
That he wenld cuin {for T faw him flrong)
The facred truths to fuble and oid fong
{50 S.ampien grep'd thT feaple’s pofts o {pite)
Toe world o'erwhelringho revenge his hght,
Yoo as Tread, 08 prowing leds fovere, |
Vlil'd his project, the fuceefsid fear,
Torovgh that wide ficld how the hrs way fhould
find,
(Yer which lame faith leads underfltapaing blind 4
P.elt Lo perplex’d tize things he would expluin,
And what was ealy he fhould render val,
Or if 4 work {o infinite he {pann’d,
Jealous T was, that fome lefs fkilful hand
(Such as difquict always what is well,
And by i imitating would excel)
Might hence prefume the whole creatjon’s day
"o change in {cenes, and fthew it in a play.
Pardon me, mighty poet ! nor defpilg.
: My caulelefs, yet not impious, furmife.”
ButT am nuw convine’d, and none will dage
~ ¥ithin thy lubours to pretend a fhare.  *
v ho® haft not mifs’d one thought that could be fit
Afd all that was amproper doft omit ;

So tiat no room is here for writers left,
But to detect their ignerance or theft,
That majeity whichthrough thy work dothreign,

1 Draws the devout, deterring the profane :

And things divine thou treat’st of i fuch {tage
As them preferves, and thee, invielate. |
At once delight and horror on us feize,

Thou fing’ft with fo much gravity and eafe ;
And above human flight does foar aleft;

. With plame fo firong, {o equal, and fo foft ;
LThe bird nam’d from that paradife you fing
so never flags, but always keeps on wing,

Where couldft thouwordsof fuch a compafs find?
Whence furnith fuch a vaft expanfe of mind ?

Juft heaven thee, like Tirefias, to requite,
Rewards with prophefy thy lofs of fight.

Well might'{t thou fcorn thy readers to allure
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe fecure ;
While the Town-Bays writes all the while and

fpells, :
And like a pack-horfe tires without his bells
There tancies, like our bufhy points, appear,
The poets tag them, we for fafhion wear,
I too, tranfported by the mode, commend,
And while 1 meant to praife thee, muft offend,
Thy verfe, created, like thy theme, fihlime,
In number, weight, and meafure, needs jot rhyme,

ANDRE" ' Mﬁﬂ?ﬂ-‘-,



THE VERSE,

THE meafure is Englifb beroic werfe nwithous rbyme, as that of Homerin Greck, and Virgil in Latin;
rybme being m neceffary adfundét or krue ornament of poem or good werfe, in longer wworks Wiaﬂ_y, but the

© dnvention of a barbareus age, lo fot off wwrctched mattsr and lame metre ; gracd indeed fiuce by the ufe of
Jome famous modern poets, carried away by cuflom, but much to their own wvexation, bindrance, and cor rdfﬂf:,
fo exprefs many things otherwife, and for the moft party, worfe than elfi they would bave exprefled them.,
Not withous cavfe, therefore, fome both Italian and Spanifb pocts of prime note, bawe rejesied rhyme both in
bonger and foorfer works, as bave alfo long Since our befl Englift Ifr&;gfdi::,f a5 a thing of itfelf, to all judi=
gious ears, trivial, and of no true mufical delight ; which confifls - f_; in apé numbers, fit quantity of fylla-
Jes, and the [enfe warioufly dracwn out from one verfe into ancigem, not in the fingling found of like endings,

a fault avoided by the learned ancients both in poctry and all good oratory. This negledt, then, of rbyme, ﬁ:
dittle is to be taken for a defeit, thouph it may feem fo perbaps to wulgar Peaders, that it rather is to be effeeme

ed an example fety sbe firfl in Englifo, of ancient liberty recovercd to berotc pocm, from the troublefime and
*  mudern bondage of rbyming. | | ' | '



PARADISE LOST
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" BOOK L

The Argument.

'I‘hu Firft Bnnk propofes, firft in brief, the whole fubject, Man’s difobedience, and the lofs thereupoa

- of Paradife wherein he was placed ¢ then touches the prime cauvfe of his fall, the ferpent or rather
Satan in the ferpent; whe, revolting from Geod, and drawing to his {ide many legions of angels, was,

by the command of God, driven out of heaven, with all his crew, into the great deep. Which aQion

¢ pals'd over, the Poem haites into the midft of things, prefenting Satan with his angels now falling .
. into hell, deferib’d hermt@\centrﬂ (tor heaven and earth may be fuppofed as yet not made,’
certainly not yet-accurs’d), bt in 2 lace of utter darknefs, fitlieft call'd Chaos : here Satamn, Mth-,
his angels lying on the burning lal':.c, ¥ —~ader-ftruck and aftonifh’d, after a certain fpace, recover
T from confufion, calls up him wil next in order and dignity lay by him; they confer of their .
. miferable fall.  Satan awakens all his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner confounded 2
. they rifc; their numbers, array of battle, their chief leaders nam’d, according to the idols known
- afterwards in Canaan and the. countries adjoining. ‘To thefe Satan directs his fpeech, comforts them
with hope yet of regaining heaver, but tells them, laitly, of 2 new world, and new kind of creature

to be created, according to an ancient prophecy or report in heaven; for that angels were lnnh
hefore this vifible creation, was the opinion of many ancient Fathers. 'To find out the truth of this
prophecy, and what to determine thercon, he refers to a full council. What his affociates thence

attempt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifes, fuddenly built, out of the deep the infernal peers |
there dit in council.

5 Or man’s firft difobedience, and the fruit | Dove-like fatft brnndmg on the vaft ﬂb}ff
FOf that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tufte ' And mad’ft it pregnant : what in me is dark
thnucrht death into the wiyld, and all our woe, | [Mlumine, what is low raife and fupport ;

i With lofs of Eden, till one dwgater Man That to the height of this great argument
. Rrﬂan us, and regain the blilsful {eat, | I may affert eternal providence,
¢ Singr heav’ Iﬂ]l’ Mule, that on the fecret top And juftify the ways of God to men,

+vOf Oreh, or of Smal didft infpire . t  Say firlt, for Heav’n hides nothing from thy wewi_
That le pherd, whu firft taught the Thofen feed, §{ Nor the dr:ﬁp traét of Hell, fay firft what caule

In the begmmng, how the heav'ns and earth Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy ftate,

. Role cut of chaos ¢ or if Sion hill Favour’d of Heav’n fo hlghly, to fall off

- Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flow’d | From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his will,
Faft by the oracle uf God ; | thence Fer one reftraint, lords of the world bt‘-ﬁdﬂﬁ 2
Invoke thy aid to my advent’rous fong, Who firft feduc’d them to that foul revalt ?
That with no middle flight intends to foar Th' infernal ferpent ; he it was, whole guﬂc,
Above th’ Aonian mount, while it purfues ‘Stirr’d up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd
JThings unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. The mother of mankind, what time his pride

. And chiefly Thou, O Spirit, that doft ptefer Had caft him out from heav’ 1, with all his h“f‘
i Before all temples the upright heart .md pure, Of rebel angels, by whofe aid afpirin
" inftru& me, for thou know’ft ; thou from the firft | To fet htmfelf tn ‘glory ahdve his peesi

'Haft prefent and, with m:ghty wings outpread, | He trufted to have equall’d the Moft 1}







+ Confult how we may henceforfn moft offend

i

‘His mighty ftature ; on each hakd the
. Driv'n backward flope their poii

— ===

' Or fatiats fury )rii:lcl it from our foe, '

By ancient Tarfus held, or that fea-be"o

- The pilot of fome {mall night-founder’d fkiff,
* Deeming fome ifland, oft, as fcamen tn_:ll,

» That with reiterated crimes he might

' How all his malice ferv’d but to bring

_Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight
- Aloft, incumbent on the duiky wir -

With folid; as the lake with liquid fire;
- And fuch appear’d in hue,as when the force

Of thundering _Altna, whole combuitible

Sublim’d with mineral fury, aid the winds,

;{ﬁ;’h " "PARADISE LOST.
Barkto the gates of heav'n ¢ the fulph’rous hail

~Shot after us in {torm, o'crblown, hath Jaid
The fiery furge, that from the precipice

Of heav'n receiv’d us fulling ; and the thurnder,
Wing'd with red lightning and mpetuous rage,
Perhaps hath fpent his fhails, and ceafes now
bellow through the vaft and boundlefs deep.
Le™ngot {lip th’ occafion, whether lcorn,
Seeft thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild,
The feat of defolation, void of Light,
Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames
Cafts pale and dreadful ? thither let us tend
From ofl the tofling of thefe liery waves;
There reft; il any reft can harbour there,
And re-affembling our wfilidted powers,

Our cnemy, cur own lofs how repesr,
How overcome this dire calumity,
What reinforcement we may gain from hope,
1f not what refolution from defpair.

Thus Satan, talking to his nearcft mate,
With head up-lift above the wave, and cyes
Fhat fparkling blaz’d, his other parts befides
Prone on the flood, extended long and large,
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge
As whotn the fables name O RRC I,
Titanian, or Earth-born, that wart’d on
Briarcus or Typhon, whom the den

-
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Leviathan, which God of all his worls
Created hugelt that {wwim th’ ocean {ream :
Him haply {lumb’ring on the Norway foam

With fixed anchor in his fealy rind

Maoors by his fide under the lee, while night
Invelts the fza, and withed morn delays :

So ftretch’d out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay
Chain’d on the burning lake, nor ever thence
Had ril*n or heav’d his head, but that the will
And high permiffion of all-ruling Heaven

Left him at large to his own dark defigns,

Heap on him{elf damnation, while he fought
Fvil to others, and enrag’d might fee
ﬁ*:rth-
Infinite goodnefs, grace ahd mercy fhewn

On Man by him feduc’d 5 qut on himfelt !
Treble confufion, wrath and Yengeance pnur'd.—/
Forthwith upright he rcars frop off the pool :
flames

o {pires, and
In billows, leave i” th’ midft a horrid vale. {roll’'d

That felt unufual weight, till on dry land
He lights, if 1t were lunnd that ever burn’d

Of fubterranean wind tranfports a Inll
Torn from Pelorus, or the fhatter’d fide

And Suel’d entrails thence conceiving fire,
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And leave a finped bottem all inveiv’d o
With ftench and fmoke : fuch refting found the fole
Of unbleft feer. Him followed his next muate,
Loth glorying to have feap’d the Stygian fiood
As gods, and by thar own recover’d firength,
Not by the fuff 'rance of {fupernai Power.

Is this the region, this the {oil, the clime,
Said then the leit Archeangel, this the {eat
"I'hat we muft change for Heav’n, this mournful
For that celeftial light ? Be it fo, fince be  [gloom -
Who now is Sov'reign, can ditpofe and bid -
What.thall be right ¢ fartheft trom him is beft,
Whem realon hath equall’d, force hath made fu-
Above his cquals,  Farewell, happy fields {preme
Where joy forever dwells : Hail Herrors, hail
[nicinal ‘World, and thon profoundelt Hell

| Receive thy new pofie{for ; one who brings

A mind pot to be chang’d by place or time.
The mind is its own place, and in itfelf
Can make a heav’n of held, a bell of heav’n,
What matter where, if 1 be Liill the fame,
And whaut 1 fhould be, all but lefs than he
Whomn thunder hath made greater ! Here at leaft .
We fhall be free 5 th’ Almirhty hath not buile
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence «
Here we may reign fecure, and, in my choice,
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell :
Better to reign in Hell than ferve mn Heav'n, »
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
‘I'h’ affociates and copartners of our lofs, «

1ic thus aftonifh’d on th’ oblivious poal,
And call them not-to thare with us their pas
In this unhappy manfier;, or once more,

With rallied arms, to try what may be yet
Regain'd in heav’n, or what more loft in hell 2.

So Satan {pake, and him Beeizebub

Thus anfwer’d : Leader of thele armies bright,
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foil’d
If once they hear that vuice, their livelielt pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft
In worit extremes, and on the perilons edge

Of battle when it rag’d, in all affaults

Their furcft fignal, they will foon refume
New courage, and revive ; though now they lLie

!

! Grovelling and proftrate on yon lake of fire,

As we e’er while, aftounded and amaz’d,
No wonder, fall’'n fuch 4 pernicious height.

He fearce had ceal’d, when the fuperior Fiend
Was moving tow'rd the fhore; bis pend’rous fhicld,
Ethereal temaper, mafly, large and round, '
Behintd him caft ;- the broad circumference
Flung on his fhoulders like the moon, whole orl
‘Through optic glafs the Fufcap artift views
At evening from the top of Fefole,

Qr in Valdarno, to defcry new lands,

Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe.

His fpear, to equal which the talleft pine,
Hewn on Norwcgian hills to be the malt

Of fome great admiral, were but a wand,
He waik’d with to fupport uneafy fteps _
Over the burning marle, not like thofe fleps
O heaven’s azure, and the torrid clime
Smote op him fore befides, vanlted with fire ;
Nathlefs he fo endur’d, till on the bE?"‘-tl o

| Of that inflamed {ea h¢ ftood, and call'us
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His legions, ange] forms, who lay entranc'd
“Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks
In Valambrofa, where th’ Etrurian fhades
High over-arch’d embow’r ; or {Catter’d {edge
Aflote, when with fierce winds Orien arm'd
* Hath vex’d the Red-fea coaft, whole waves o’er-
Bufiris and his Memphian chivalry, [threw
While with perfidious hatred they purfaed
The fojourners of Gofhen, who beheld
. .From the fafc {hore their floating curcafes
- And broken chariot wheels : fo thick bellrown
~ Abje& and loft lay thefe, covering the flood,
Under amazement of their hideons change,
He call’d fo Joud, that all the hollow decp
Of hell refounded.  Princes, *otentates,
Warriors, th’ flow'r of heav’n, once
- If {uch aftonithment as this can feize -
. Eternal fpirits ; of have you chofen this place,
. After the toil of battle, to repofe
Your weuried virtue, for the eafe you find
To Qumber here, as in the vales of Heay'n ?
Or in this abject pofture have you fworn
Yo adore the Conqueror ? who now beholds
Cherub and {craph rolling in the flaod
With featter’d arms and enfigns, till anon
His fwift purfuers from heav’n gates difcern
- TR’ advantage, and defeending tread us down
. hus drooping, or with linked thunderbolrs
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf,
Awzke, arile, or be for ever fallen ! (fprung
They beard, and were abafh’d, and up they
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch
On duty, {leeping found by whom they dread,
Roufe and beftir themfielves e’er well awalce,
" Nor did they not perceive the evil plight
Ig which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ;
Yet to their General’s voice they foon obey’'d,
lanumerable, As when the potent rod
Of Amram’s fon, in Egypt’s evil day,
Wav'd round the couft, up call’d a pitchy clond
Of locufts, warping on the eaftern wind,
That o’er the realin of inpious Pharaoh hun
Like gight, and darken’d all the Yand of Nile :
50 numberlels were thofe bad angels feen,
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell,
"Fwixt upper, nether, and turrounding fires ;
'Till, at a fignal giv'n, th® nplifted {pear
OF their great Sultan waving to dire@
- ‘Their courfe, in even balance down they light
- On the firm brimilone, and fill all the plain ;
A multitude, like which the populous North
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pais
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbrous fons
- Came like a deluge on the South, and fpread
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian {ands.
Forthwith from every fquadron and cach band
- *Fhe heads and leaders thither hafte, where ftood
Their great Commander; godlike fhapes and forms
¥xcelling human, princely dignitics,
And powers that erft in Heaven fat on thrones
* Though of their names in heav'nly records now
Be po memorial, hotted out and ras’d
By their rebellion from the books of Lyie,
Noi had they yet among the fons of Eve
~ Got them sew names, till wapdring o'cr the carth,

[loft,

yours, now

PARADISE LOST.

Boit L

Through God’s high fuff*rance for the trizl offrian,

By falfitics and lies the greateft part

Of mankind they corrupted t6 forfuke

God their Creator, and th’ invifible

Glory of him that made them to transform

Oft to the image of a brute, adorn’d

With gay religions full of pomp and

And devils to adore for deities ;

Ther were they known to men by varim.dam:s;

And various. idols through the heatheh world,

Say, Mufe, their names then known, who firft, who
baft,

Rous’d from the flumber, on that ftery couch,

At their great Emp’ror’s call, as next in worth

Came fingly where he ftood on the bare ftrand,

While the promifcuous crowd ftood yet aloof.

The chief were thofe who from the pit of Hell

gold,

{ Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix

Their feats long afeer next the feat of God,
Their altars by his altar, gods ador’d
Among the nations round, and durft abide
Jehovah thund’ring out of Sion, thron’d
Between the cherubim ; yea often plac’d
Within his fanétuary itfelf their thrines,
Abominations ; and with curfed things

| His holy rites and folemn feafts pr:}f;;n’d,

And with ™7 qargnels durlt affront his light.
birft M¥och, horrid king, befmear’d with biood
Of batfl 2y facrifice, and parent’s tears,

Though fﬁ:ﬁ'\hﬂ noie of drums and timbrels loud
‘Their childred’s cries unheard, that pafs'd through
To his grim idol, Him the Ammonite [fire
Worthip’d in Rabba and her watry plain,

[n Argob and in Bafan, to the fiream

Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content with fuch
Audacious nerghbourhond, the wileft heart

Of solomon he led by frand to build

His temple right aguint the teriiple of God

On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove

The pleafant valley of Himmon, T ophet thence
And black Gehenna call’d, the type of Flell.

Next Chemos, th’ obfcene dread of Moah's fons,
From Arcar to Nebo, and the wild |
Of fouthmoft Abarimt 3 in Hefebon

And Horonaini, Seon’s realm, beyond

The flow’ry dale of Sibma, clad with vines,

Antd.Eleale to th’ Adphaltic pool.

a |l'.I . - 1
Peor his other name, whn he enic’d
: [frﬂ.t.‘:l}l'l Sittim on thejfmarch fram Nile

“o.dn him wanton ries, which coft them woe,
Yt thence his lufthii orgies ke enlarg’d

Ev'n to that hill o fcandal, by the grove

Of Moloch hoxificide ; luft-hard by hate ;

Till good Jofiah drove them thence to Hell.

With thefe came they, who from the bord’ring
Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts  [flood
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names
Of Baalim aud Afhtaroth, thofe male,

Thefe feminine.  For fpirits, when they pleafe,
Can either {ex affume, or both ; fo foft

And uncompounded is their effence pure,

Not ty’d or manaci’d with joint or limb,

Nor founded on the brictle ftrength of bones,
Like cumb’rousfleth ; but in what fhape they choofe
Inlated or condens'd, bright or obfcure,
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Can execute their airy purpofes, Turns Atheif}, as did Eli%s fons, whe fill’d

And works of love or eamity fuifil, | With luft and violence the houfe of God ?

Yor thofe the race of Hrael oft forfook In courts and palaces he alfo reigns,

Their living frrenpth, and unfrequented left Ard in luxurious cities, where the noife

His rightzeus altar, bowing lowly down Of riot afcends above their lofticft towers,

B¢ beftial Gods; for which their heads as low And Injury and outrage : and when Night

Bo™d, down: in battle, {unk before the {pear Darkens the fireets, then wander forth the fons
Of defp.ovble foes.  With thefe in troop ' Of Belinl, fiown with infolence and wine,

Came Afhtorath, whom the Pheenicians call’d Witnefs the ftreets of sodon, and that night
Aitarte, Queen of Heav'n, with crefeent horns g I Gibeah, when the hofpitable door

4o whofe bright image nightly by the moon | Expos’d a matron to avoid worfe rape.

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs; I'hefe were the prime in order 2nd in might ;

In Sien alto not unfung, where ftood The reft were long to tell, though far renown’d,
Her temple on th’ offenfive mountain, built 'Th’ Ionian gods of Javan’s iffue held . _
By that uxorious king, whofe heart, though large, | Gods, yet confefled later than Heav’'n and Earth,

+ Beguil’d by fauir idolatreifes, felh Their boatted parents : Titan, Heav'n's firft-born,
Lo idols foul, Thammuz came nexe behind, With his enormous brond, and birthright feiz'd
Whefe annual wotind in Lebanon aljur’d By younger Saturn; he from mightier Jove
1 he Syriau damiels to Iament his fate His own und Rhea’s fon like meafure found »

It amorous dittics all a funimer’s day ; So Juve ufurping reign’d : thefe firft in Creta
While fmooth Adonis from his natjve rocl - | And Ida known, thenee on the fnowy top

Ran purpie to the fea, fuppos'd with blood Of cold Olympus rul’d the middle air,

Of ‘Thammuz yearly wounded ; the love-tale Their highedt heaven s or on the Delphian ciff,
Infelled Sion's daughters with like lieat, .| Or n Dodona, and through all the bounds

Whole wanton puflions in the fucred porch { Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old.

Fizekiel faw, when by the wiigp-led | Fled over Adrix to th’ Helperian ficlds,

His cye furvey'd the dark idolatrics Y And o’er the Celtic roam’d the utmoft ifles. ,
Of alienated Judah, Next came one '\ Allthefe and more came flocking ; but with Jookse

Who mourned in earneft, when the capgxi?* ;rE; Downeait and dampt, yet fuch wherein appear’d
Maim’d his brute image, head und hayrs topt off | Obicure fome glimpfe of joy, to *ave found their

In his own temple, on the grunfel edge, - chief
Where he foll ftat, and tham’d his worthippers : Not in defpair, to *ave found themfelves not loft -
Dagon his name, fca~-monfter, upward man In lofs itfelf ; which on his countenance call
And downward fifh 1 yet had his temple hich Like doubtful hue: but he his wonted pride
Rear’d in Azotus, dreaded through the coait | Soon recollecting, with high wdrds that bore
Of Paleltine, in Gath and Alculon, H Sembiance of worth, not febltance, gently rais’d
And Accaron and Gaza’s frontier hounds, " | Their fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears.
FHim follow’d Rimmon, whofe deligtful feat Then ftrait commands, that at the warlike found
Was fair Damalcus, on the fertile banks | Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear’d
OOf Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. - His mighty ftandard j that proud henour claim’d
He alfo againft the houfe of God was bold : | Azazel as his right, a cherub tall ; |
A ieper once he loft, and gain’d a king, Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurl’d:
Ahaz his fottifh conqu’ror, whom he drew ‘F'h’ imperial enfign, which full high advanc’d™
God’s altar to difparage and difplace - Shone like a metcor fireaming to the wind,
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn With gems and golden luitre rich emblaz’d,
His edious offerings, and adore the Gods Seraphic arms and tropkies ; all the while
Whom he had vanquith’d. After thefe appear’d Sonorous metal blowing martial foinds :
A crew, who, under nameh.of old renown, r"At which the univerfal hofiggo fent
Ofiris, 1fis, Orus and their triyn, | . A fhout that tore Hell’s con and beyond
- With monft’rous thapes and fokceries abus’d __,J‘L tighted the reign of Chaos an Night.
- Tanatic Egypt and her priefts, t& feck - All in a moment through the gloom were feea:
. Their wand’ring gods difguis’d itvkgutith forms Ten thoufand banners rife into the air
. Rather than human, Nor did Hrael 'fcape With orient colours waving ; with them rofe
- Th’ infedtion, when their borrow’d gold compos’d | A foreft buge of tpears ; and thronging helms
The calf in Qreb ; and the rebel king Appear’d, and ferried fhields in thick array
Doubled that {in in Bethel and in Dan, Of depth immeafurable : anon they move
Likemng his Maker to the grazed OX, In perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood
Jehovah, who in one night when he pafs’d | Of flutes and foft recorders ; fuch as rajs’d
Frem Egypt marching, equall’d with one firoke | To height of nobleft temper heroes old
Both her {firft-born and all her bleating gods. Arming to battle ; and inftead of rage
Belial came laft, than whoimn 2 {p'rit more lewd Deliberate valour breath’d, firm and unmev'd
, Fell not- from heaven, or more grofs to love With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ;
“Vice fer itfelf ; to him no temple ftood Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and fwage
| Or altar finok’d ; Yet who more oft than he With folemn touches troubled thoughts, and chafe
A temples and at altars, when the prieft Aaguith and doubt, and fear, and forrow, and pain,

o~
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Ytom mortal or immortal winds, Thus they, "as not inglorious, though th' event was dire,
Breathing united force, with fixed thought As this place teftifies, and this dire chanere,
Mov'd on in filence to folt pipes that charny’d Fiateful to utter @ but what pow’r of inind
Their painful fteps o’er the burnt foil 3 and now Forc.ecing or prefaging, from the depth
Advanc’d in view, they fland, a fugrid front | Of knowledgre patt or prefent, could have fear'd,
Of dreadful length and dazzling auns, in aie How fncl united foree of gods, how fuch
Of warriors old with order'd fpoar and thicid, A {tood ltke thele, could ever know repulfe
Awalting what command their mighy chief For who can yet believe, though afver log2;
Had to impofe ; he thrensh the arned files Piear wll thefe puifant legions, whofeeexile -
Darts his expericnc’d vye, and foon traverie Fath empticd Heav'n, thall fail to re-afeend,
"I'he whole hattalion, views tiir order due, Selisraiicd, und repofieiles their native feat ?
‘Their vifages and frature, 2s of yrods - For me be witnels, all the holt of heaven,
Their number i he funs, And now his leert It counfels different, or danger thung’d
Dhitends with pride, and bard’uing in his ftrength | By me, have loft our hopes. But he who Telgns
Glories : for never fince created man Monarch 1 Heav'n, till then as one fecure
Mect fuch embodied feree, as nam’d with thefe Sat an nis throue, #pliekl by old repute
Could mer more than that fmall infantry Confent or cujtom, und his reaal fiate
Warr'd on by cranes; though all the viant hreod Put foreh at full ; but fiil his {treapth conceal’d,
Of Phiegra with 1h’ hereic race were jorn’d Which tempted our attempt, and wrovght our fall.
_ "I'hat frugls ot hebes and Hiom, on cech {(de Honcelorth his might we know, and Lngw oar own,
Muocd with auxiliar Geds ; and whar refounds S0 z2s Lot cithier to provoke, ot dread
by Lible or romance of Uther's fon, MNew war, provok’d 3 our better part remains
Begire with Deitifh and Armoric ’yrhis 1o work m clofe defign, by fraud or guile, &
And all whe fmce, baptiz’d or infide, Wihat turce offccted not 3 that he no Iels ‘£
Joutted in Afprantont or Montalban, At ienpth from us maay find, who overcomes
Damaice, or Marncco, or Trehifond, By force, Ipshossesenme byt half his foe,
¢ (7 whom Biferta fent from Afric’s thore, Spaee g7 produce new worlds 5 wheteof {o rife
When Charlemain, wich 21l his peerape, tell '1']£1;_.;;,9;¢|.1t a tamein Hueav'n, that Lo ¢'er long
By Foatarabiz. “Thus far thefe beyond fnreudel kg ereate, and therein plant
- Compare of martal prowefs, yot oblervy’d A generatic’y, whom kis choice rozard
- Thew dread Comamander @ he above the reft Shenld favour equal to the fons of Heav'n »
In fhape and pellure prousdly emineit, Flather, i but to pry, fhail be perhaps
“tood like a tower § his form had not vet loft Cur firft erupiion, thither or efewhere :
All her originel brightneds, nor upprar’d For this infernal pit thall never hold
L.els thun Archeaffeel ruin’d, and th® excefs Celedtial fp'rits in houdage, nor th® aby[s
f glory ehicur’d y as when the fun rew rifen Long under darknefs cover. But thele thinughts
Locks through the horizontal mifty air Full counfel mult miature 1 peace is deipair'd,
horn of his heams, or from hehind the moon Fer who can think {ubn:iffion 2 War then, war,
In dim eclipfe difafirous twilight facds Open or tnderftood, muft be refolv'd,
On half the nations, and with fear of charoe Iie ipake : and to confirm his words, out-few
Perplexes monarchs,  Darken'd {0, vet thope MNilinuy of ﬂaming {words, drawn fruin the thiphe
Above them all th’ Arch-ungel ;5 but his face Of pighty cherubim g the {udden hlave
Iieépt fears of thunder had enteenched, and Care Far round dlumin’d Hell @ Liphly they rag d
Sat on bis faded cheek, bhut under-hrows Amandt the Hiqhelt, and Seoree with gratped arms’
Of dauntlefs conrzge, end conbiderat: pride Ciali’d on their loudding {hiclds the ¢in of war
Waiting revenye @ cruel his eve, but caft Hurling defiance tow’rd the van!t of heav'n,
Signs of remorfe and palfion to beheld There fteud a hiil notgar, whels grifly top
T'he fellows ol his cvime, the followers rather ¢ Boleh’d fire aud roliinpfincke 5 the redt entire
(¥er other nnee boheld o biifs) condomn’d -E:H'hum: with a grioliy {#rf, undeubted tign
For ever niow to have their lot in pain, hatin his womb vfas hid meadlic ore,
Mhthons of fpirits for his fault amerc’d h 'I’hc"m_;rk of fulpHir, "Vhither wine™d weith {peed
OFf Heav'n, ond from eternal fplendore flung A pumerous bpp#ide halten™d @ ws when bands
tor his revolt, yet faithful, how they {iond, Of proneers, with fpade and ploki-ane arm'y,
Their glory wither'd @ as wehen Heaven’s fire Forerun the reyal camp, to trench a deld,
Hath fcath’d the forclt oaks, or mountsin pines, Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on,
With {inged top their tarely growth, though bare, | Mammon, the icaft cre&ed fp'rit that fell
Stands on the blafted Lieath. He now prepar’d | From Heav’n, for ev'n in Heav'n his looks and
"T'o fpuik § wherent their dounbled ranks they bend thoughts |
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round Were always dewnward bent, admirire more
With ull his pecrs : attention held them mute, ‘The riches of Heav'n's pavement, trodden gold,
‘Thrice he eflay’d, and thrice in fpite of {corn, Than oueht civine, or holy elie enjoy’d
Tears {uch as ungels weep, burft forth : at laft In vifion beatific : by him frrit
Words, interwove with fighs, found out their way. | M eu alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, -
. O myriads of immortal Sp'rits! O Powers Ranfack’d the centre, and with impious handy
Matchicls ! but with th’ Almighty, and that finfe | Rifled the bowels of their mucthcr Earth .
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$or treatures better hid.  Soon had his crew
Open’d into the hill a fpacious wound,

And digg’d out ribs of gold. Let none admire
"T'hat riches grow in Hell § that foil may beit
Deferve the precious bane, And here let thofe
Who boaft in mortal things, and wond'ring tell
Of Dbgl, and the works of Mempliuan kings,
Iearn he v their greateft monuments of fame,
And ftrength, gnd art, are eafily out-done

By fpirits reprobate, and in an kour

‘What in an agc they with meeffunt toil,

And hands innumerable, fearce perform.
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar’d,

* That underneath had veins of liquid fice

Sluic'd from the lake, a fecond multitude

With wondrous art founded the madly ore, -
Sev'ring cach kind,and [ermm’d the bullion drofs;
A third us foon bad forny’d within the ground

A various mould, and from the boiling cells,

By ftrange conveyance, fl’d each Linllew nook,
As in an organ from onc blalt of wind

To many a row of pipes the found-board breathes.
Anon, out of the carth a fabric hugre

Rofc like an exhalation, with the {ound

Of dulect fymphonics-and voices fiveet,

Built like a temaple, where pilafbgrs round

Were fot, and Dortc pillars overlaid R
Wirh golden architrave 3 nor did there want
Cornice ot frieze, with bolly fcuiptures gray 037
"he roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon

Nor great Alcairo fuch magunificence '

Equall’d in all their glories, to infhrine

* Belus or Serapis their gods, or {vat
#Fheir kings, when Egypt with Aflyria ftrove

1

in wealth and luxury. ‘Th® afcending pile

Stood fix’d her ftately height, and ftrait tlie doors

'Opening their brazen folds, difcovep wide
Within her ample fpaces o’er the footh

And leve] pavement : from the arched roof
Pendent by fubtile magic, many a row

Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflets, fed

With Naptha and Afphaltus, yielded light

As from a fky. The hafty multitude

Admiring enter'd, and the work fome praife,
And fome the Archited : his hand was known
In Heav'n by many a towered ftructure high,
Where fcepter’d angels held their refidence,
And fat as princes, whom tne¢ fupreme king,
Exalted to fuch power, and gaye to rule,
Fach in his hierarchy, the ordefs bright.
Nor was his name unheard or urndor’d

In ancient Greece ; and in Aufonidq land
Men call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell
From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o'er the cryftal battlements: from morn
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve,

A fummer’s day ; and with the fetting {un

o~
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* Of that mfernal court,

Dropt from the zenith, like a failing {tar,
On Lemnos th® Bgean ifle : thus they relate,

Erring 5 for he with this rebellious rout

Fell long before ; nor ought avail’d him now
T have built iz Heav'n high. tow’rs ; nor did he
feape |

By all his engines, but was headlong fent,
With his indufirious crew, to build in Hell,

Mcan while the winged heralds hy command
Of fov'reign pow’r, with awful ceremony
And trumpet's found, throughout the Loft proclanr
A folemn council forthwith to be held |
At Pandemonium, the high capital
Of Satan and his peers : their fummons cail’d
From cvery band and fquared regiment
By place or choice the worthieft § they apon
Wich hundreds and with thoufands trooping came
Attended 1 all accefls was threng’d, the gates,
And porches wide, but ¢hief the fpacious hall
(Though like a cover’d field, where champions

beld

Wont ride in arm’d, and at the Soldan’s chair
Defy'd the beft of Panimy chivalry
'I'o mortal combat, or carcer with lance) =
Thick fwarm’d, Loth on the pround and inthe aw
Brufh’d with the hifs of ruftling wings, As bees
In {pring-time, when the fun with Taurus rides,
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive
I clufters; they among freth dews und. fowers
Fly to and fro, or on the fmoothed plank,
'Vhe fuburb of their ftraw-built citadel,”

'New rubb’d with balm, expatiate and confer

Their {tate affairs. So thick the airy crowd
Swarm’d and were ftraiten’d ; till, the fignal given,
Bechold a wonder ! they but now who feem’d
In bignels to furpals earth’s giant lons,

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in narrow room
Throng numberlefs, like that Pygmcean race
Beyond the Indian mount, or fairy elves,
Whofe midnight revels by a foreft {ide

Or fountain fome belated peafant fees,

Or dreams he {ees, while over-head the moon
Sits arbitrefs, and ncarer to the earth

Wheels her pale coutfle ; they on their mirth and
Intent with jocund mufic charm his car;  {dance
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds.
Thus incorporeal fp’rits to fmalleft forms
Reduc’d their fhapes immenfe, and were at
Though without number {till amidf} the hall
But far wathin,

And in their own dimenfions like themielves,
The great feraphic lords and cherubim-

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave, fat

A thoufand demi-gods on golden feats,
Frequent and full. After thort filence theny
And fummons read, the great confult began,

T
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The Argument,

'The confultation begun, Satan debates whether another battle be tp be hazarded for the r

Heaven : fome advife it, others diffuade.

doubt who fhall be fent on this difficult fearch : Satan, their chief, undertakes alone the

A third propofal is preferr’d, mentioned hefore by

to {eavch the truth of that prophecy or tradition in Heaven concerning another world; and 2
7

kind of creature, equal or not much inferior to themielves,

ccovery of
Satan,
_ nothey
about this time to bhe cfeated ; their

voyage, is

honour’d and applauded. The council thus ended, thw*l feveral ways, and to feveral

employments, as their inclinations led them, to entertajy the time till Satan return,
his journey to Hell gates, finds them fhut, and who fat t}g;e to guard them, by whom
are open’d, and difcover to him the great gulf between HeN and Heaven ; with

He ‘paffes on
at length they';
what difficulty he

pafles through, dire@ed by Chaos, the power of that place, to the fight of this hew world which he

foughe,

hr

Hmﬂ onh a throne of royal ftate, which far
Outfhone the wealth of Ormes and of Ind,
Or where the gorgeous eaft with richeft hand
Show’rs on her kings barbaric pearlgnd gold,
Satan exalted fat, by nierit rais’d
To that bad eminence; and from defpair
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue
Vain war with heav’n, and, by {uccefs untaught,
His proud 1maginations thus difplay’d,
Pow’rs and dominions, deities of Heav'n,

For firice no deep within het gulph can hold ‘

Immortal vigour, though opprefs'd and fall’n

T give not heav’n for loft. From this defcent
Celeftial virtues rifing, will appear
- More glorious and more dread than from no fall,
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate. |
Mec though juft right, and the fix’d laws of Heav’n
Did firft create your leader, next free choice,
With what befides, in counfel or in fight,
Hath been achiev’d of merit, yet this lofs,
Thus far at leaft recover’d, hath much more
Eftablifh’d in a fafe and unenvied throne,
Yielded with full confent. The happier {tate
In heav’n, which follows dignity, might draw
Envy from each inferior ; but who here
‘Will envy whom the higheft place expofes
Foremoft to fland againft the thund’rer’s aim,
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft thaye

l

Of endlefs pain ? whete there is then no good

For which to ftrive, no firife can grow up therd
From fadtion ; for none fure will claim in Hel}
Precedence 3 none whofe portion is fo fmall

Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind

Will covet morc, ‘With this advantage then

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord,

More than can be in Heaven, we now return
‘T'o claim our juft inheritance of old,

Surer to profper than profperity

Could have affur'd us;,and by what beft way,
Whether of open wa'r,gr covert guile,

We now debate ; wllo can advife may _f];eak.' |
He ceal’d; and gxt him Moloch, fcepter’d king,
Stodq up, the ftfhgeft and the fierceft {pirit

That Tought jedhieaven, now fiercer by defpair :
His truft was with th’ Eternal to be deem’d
Equal in ftrength, and rather than be lefs

Car’d not to be at all; with that care Joft
Went all his fear : of God, or hell, or worfe
He reck’d pot, and thefe words thereafter fpake.

- My lentence is for open war ! of wiles,

More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thefe
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now.’
For while they fit contriving, fhall the reft,
Miilions that ftand in arms, and longing wait
The fignal to afcend, {it ing’ring here . __
Heav’ns fugitives, and for their dwelling place
Accept this dark oppobriocus den of thame;’

i
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The prifvn of his tyranny who reigns
By our delay ! No, let us ratiier choofe,
Arm'd with heil flames and fury, all at once
O’er heav'n’s high tow’rs to force refiftlefs way,
"Turning our tortures into horrid arms
%gainﬂ: the tort'rer ; when to mect the noife
I \pis almighty engine he thall hear
Inferu? thunder, and for lightuing fee
Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage
Anong his affyels, and Lis throne itfelf
Mix'd with Tartarean {ulphur, and firange fire,
His own mventea torments.  But, perhaps,
‘The way fvems daiheuit and fteep to feale
With upright wing againft a higher foe.
Lt fuch bethinkk them, if the fleepy deench
Of thut forgetful lake benumb nnt i,
That in our proper motion we afcend
Up to our native feat ; defrent and fuil
Tousisadverfe. Wha but {6t of late,
Wien the ficrce {oe hung on out broken rear,
Intulting, and purfued us threvgh the deep,
With what compulfion and laborinus flight
We fuuk thus low.? W' afcens is ¢afy theny
‘Thi" event 1s fear’d ; fhould we again provoke
Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find
Vo our deftrudtion ; if there be in hell
Fezrto be worfe deftroy’d @ -winivon e worfe
Than to dwell here, driv'n ont frem blur, con-
I this abhorred deep to utter woe ; [demn’d
Where pain of unextinguithabie fire .
Muft exercife us, withont hope of erd,
The vaflals of his anger, when the feourge
, Inexorably, and the torrurine hour
- Calle us to penance? More defiroy’d than thus,
We fhould be quite abolith’d, and cxpire,
What fear we then? what doubt we to incenie
His utmoft ire ? which, to the height enrag’d,
Wil either quite confume us, and reduce
To nothing this effential, happicer {ar
"T'han miferalile to have eternzl being ¢
Or if our fubftance be indeed divine,
And cannot ceafe to be, we arc at worft
Un this fide nothing 3 and by proof we fell,
Our pow'r fufficient to difturb his heav'n,
And with perpetnal inroads to alarm,
Thougii innaccflible, his fatal throne
Which, if not victory, is yet revenge,
He ended frowning, and his lock denounc’d
Defprate revenge, and bastle dangerous
To lefs thun eods, Onth' ocher fide up rofe
Belialy in 2t more gracefal and humane :
A furer perfon loft not heav'n ; he feem’d
For dignity compoi’d, and high extloit :
Bt all was falfe and hollow ; though his tongue
Dropt manna, and could make the voorfe appear
‘The heteer reafon, to perplex and dufh
Matureft counfels : for his thonghts were low,
'T'o vice induftrious, but to neblcr deeds
‘Timorous and flothful : yet he pleaf’d the car,
And with perfoafive accent thus began :
I thould be much for open war, O Peers,
As not behind in hate ; it what was urg’d
.Main reafon to perfuade immediate war,
]_}id.nﬂtfiiiﬁmde me moift, and feem to caflt
VUmigous conje@ure on the whole fuccefe : |
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When he who moft extels in fa& of armos,

In what he counfels, and in what excels,
Mistruftful, grounds his courage on defpair,

And utter diffolution, as the {cope

Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge, . .
Firft, what revenge ? the towers of heav’n are ﬁll"
With armed watch, that render ali accefs - ;
Impregnable ; oft on the bord’ring deep

Encamp their legions, or with obfcure wing
Scout far and wide into the realm of night,
Scorning furprife.  Or could we break our way
By force, and at our heels all hell fhould rife
With hlackelt infurreélion, to confound

Heav’n’s puref light, yet our great enemy,

All incorruptible, would on his throne

Sit unpollured, and th' ethereal mould,

Incapable of ftain, would foon expel |

Het mifchicf, and purge off the bafer fire,
Victorious, Thus repull’d, our final hope

Is fat defpair: we muft exafperate

T almighty victor to {pend all his rage,

And that muft end us; that muft be our cure,
T'o be no more ; fad cure ! for who would lofe}
L'hough full of pain, this intelle&ual being,
Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity,
1'o perifh rather, fwallow’d up and loft

In the wide womb of uncreated night, |
Devold of fenfe and motion ? and who knows, £
Let this be good, whether our angry foe

Can give it, or will ever 7 how he can,.

Is doubtful 3 that he never will, is {ure.

Will he, {o wife, let loofe at once his ire,

Belike through impotence, or unaware,

To give his enemies their with, and end

Them in his anger, whom his anger {faves
‘T'o purifh endiefs ! Wherefore ceafe we then ?
Say they who counfel war, we are decreed,
Referv'd, and deftin'd to eternal woe ;

Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more,

What can we fuffer worfe ? Is this then worf}t,
"Thus {itting; thus confulting, thus in arms ? |
What, when we'fled amain,and purfu’d and ftruck
With heav’n’s alllicting thunder, and befought
The deep to fhelter us ? this hell then feem’d ©
A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we flay
Chain’d on the buruing lake ? that fure was worfe;
What, if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires,
Awak’d, fhiolld blow them into {even-fold-rage,
And plunge us int the flames? or from above,
Should intermitted vengeance asm again

His rcd right hand to plague us ? what, if all
Her ftores were open'd, and this firmament

Of hell thould fpout her catarads of fire,
Impendent horrors, threat’ning hideous fall

One day wpon our hezds ; while we, perhaps;
Defigning or exhorting glorieus war;

Canght in a flery rempett, fhall be hurl'd _
Fach on his rock trauslix’d, the fport and prey
Of wracking whirlwinds, or for ever {unk

Under yon boit:vg acean, wrapt in chaing;

‘I'bere to converfe with everlafting groans,
Unrelpited, unpitied, uncepriev’d, .

Agces of honelels end ? this would be worle.

War, therclore, open or conceal’d; alike

. My voree diflvades: for what can force or guitd
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With him, er who deceive bis mind, whofe eve
Views all things at one vicw ? he from heav'n's
All thefe our motions vain feesand derides ; [ height
Not more almighty to refift our miyht,
“Than wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles,
¥hall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven,
Thus trampled, thus expell'd to fuffer here
-Chains and thefe torments ? better thefe than werfe
By my adwice; fince fate tnevitable
Subdnes us, and omnipotent decree,
The viftor's will. 1o fuffer, as to do,
Our ftrength s equal, nor the law unjuft
That fo ordains : this was at firft refolv’d,
If we were wife, againft fo great a fac
Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall,
I laugh, when thole who at the ipcar are bold
And vent'rous, if that fail them, fhrink and fear
What yet they know muft follow, to endurce
Exile, or ignominy, or honds, or pain,
The {entence of their conqueror 1 this is now
Our doom ; which if we can fuftain and bear,
Our fopreme foc in time may much remit
H: anger, and perhaps thus far remov’d,
Not mmd u3 met eflending, fizisfy'd
With what is panifh’d ; whence thefe ranging fires
Will flacken, if his breath flir not their flames,
Our purer effence then will overcome
Their noxious vapour, or, inur’d, not feel,
Or chung’d at Iength, and to the plaee conform’d
In temper and i nature, will receive
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ;
This horror will grow mild, this darknefs light,
Befides what hope the never-ending flight | change
Of future days may bring, what chance, what
Worth wairing, fince our prefent lot appears
For happy thongh but iil, tor ill not worlt,
If we procure net to ourfelves more woe,  [garh,
Thus Belial, with words coth’d i reafon’s
Counlel'd iznoble eafe, and peaceful floth,
Not peace : and after him thus Maummon fpake ¢
Either to difenthrone the King of Heaven
We war, if war be befl, or to reguin
Our own right foft: him to vuthrone we then
May hope, when everlafting fate fhall yield
T'o fickle chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife ;
"The former vain to hope, argues us vain
The latter : for what place can be for us
‘Within heav'n’s hound, unlefs heav'n’s Lord -
We overpow’r 7 Suppofe he fhould relent, [preme
And publith grace to all, on promife thade
Of new fubjedtion; with what eyes could we
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive
Stri@ laws impos’d to celebrate his throne
With warbled hynmns, and to his Godhead fing
Fere’d hallelujahs; while he lordly fits
Our ¢nvied Sov'reign, and his altar breathes
Ambroltal odors and ambrofial flowers, /
Qur fervile offerings ¥ This mult be our tajk
In heav'n, this our delight ; how wearilome
Eternity {o fpent in worfhip paid
To whom we hate | l.et us not then purfue
By force impoflible, by lcave obtain’d
Unaceeptable, though in heav'n, our flate
Of {plendid vaffalage ;3 but ratherf::r:k
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Live to ourfelves, though in this vaft recefs;

Free, and to none accountable, preferring

Hard liberty before the cafy yoke

OF fervile pomp. Our greatnels will appear

Then moft cunfpicuous, when great things of fmall,
Uteful of hurtful, profp’rous of adverfe

We can create, m what place foc’er ~
Thrive under evil, and work eafe out of psa(/
"Through labour and endurance. Phis deep world
Of darknefs do we dread ? How of®amidit

Thick clouds and dark doth heaven's all-ruling
Choofe to refide, his glory unchicur'd, [fire
And with the majefty of darknefs round

Covers his throne; from whence decp thunders roar,
Muft'ring their rage, and heav'n refembles hell ?
As he our darknefs, cannot we his Light

tnittate when we pleafe ? "This defert foil

Wants not Lier hidden lufre, gems and gold ;

Nor want we fkill or art, frem whence to raife
Magnificcnee 3 and what can heav n fhew more ?
Our torments alfo may in length of time

Become our elements ; thefe picrcing fires

As foft as now {evere ; our temper chang’d

Iuto their temper ; which muft needs remove

The fentible of pain. Al things invite

T'o peaceful counfels, und the fettled fate

Of order, how-im—%ity beflt we may

Compole vur prefent cvils, with regard

Of what we are and where, difmifling quite

All thonghts of war, Ye have what I advife.

He {car e had fimifh’d, when fuch murmur fl1’¢
Th’ affembly, as when hollow rocks retain ,
‘Thefovad of bluft ring winds, which all night long
Had rous’d the {ea, now with hoarfe cadence lul) i
seu-faring men o erwotch d, whole bark by chance
Or pmnace anchors in o croxgy bay
After the tempeft @ fuch applanfe was heard
As Nammon cnded, and bis fentence pleas'd,
Adwvifing peace ¢ for fuch ancther field
They dreaded woerfe than hell @ fo much the fear
Of thunder and the {word of Michael
Wronght {till within them : and no lefs defire
"I'o found this nether empire, which might rife

. By policy, and long procefs of time,

In emujation oppolite to Heav'n,

Which, when Beélzebub perceiv’d, than whom, -

Satan except, none higher {at, with grave

Afpedt he rofe, and in his rifing feem’d

A pill'ar of {tate ; deep on his {ront ingraven

Dehiberation fat, and public care;

And princely coupfel in his face yet fhone

Mujettic, though in ruin : fage he flood,

With Adlantedh fhoulders fit to beat

The weight of miglitieft mwonarchiess his look

Drew zudience and attention ftill as night

Or (nmmer's noon-tide air, while thus he fpake ¢
Thrones and imperial pow'rs, offspring of

Ethereal virtues ; or thefe titles now - [Heav'n,

Muil we renounce, and, changing ftile, be call’d

Princes of Hell? for fo the popular vote -

Inclines, here to continue, and build up here

A prowing cmpire ; doubtlefs, while we dream,

And know not that the King of Heav'n hath
doom’d Co- |
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Eryond his potent arm, to live exempt | So deep a malice, to cﬂnfuund the race
¥rom Feav'n’s high 311111(11&10:1 in new ieague Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell
Banded again®t his tiirone, but to remain T'o mingic and involve, dome all to fpite -
In {tricteft bondage, tho' thus far removd, The great Creator 7 But their fpite fhiil ferves
Under th’ incvitabie curh referv'd His glory to augment, ‘The bold df:ﬁgn
His captive muliitude :* for he, be fure, Pleas’d h:gnlj thole infernal States, and joy "

“In height or depth, fil firit and laft will reign
Sol+ king, and nf his ki mgdom lofe no part

By our revoit, but ovey hell cxtend

His emypire, gnd with iron {ceptre ruie

U« hure, as with his golden thofe in heav'n.
What! fit we then projeéting peace and war ?
Waur hath determin'd us, and foil'd with lofs
Irreparable ; terms of peace vet none
Vouchlzf'd or fought; for whuat peace will be given
To wsinflav’d, but cultody fevere,

And flripes, and arbigrary punifhment

Inflicted ! and what peace ¢an we return

But to our power hollility and hate,

Untany'd reludtance, and revenge, though {low,
Yet ever plotting huw the Congqu'ror tent

May reap his conqueflt, and may lealt rejoice
In doing what we moft in {uffering feul?

Nor w IIJ occafion want, nor thall we need,
With danygerons expedition, to invade

Houv'n, whofe high wails ft:ar no aflunlt or fiege,
Or ambufb from the deep.  What, if we find
Seme eafier enterprife 7 There is 2 place,

{If ancient and prophetic fame in heav’n

Err not) another world, the happy feat

Of fome mew race r:all’d MAN, about this time
To be created like to us, though lefs

In power and excellenee, but favour’d more

Of him who roles above ;o was his will
@+ Pronounc’d among the E‘nd% and, by an oath,
That fhook heaven's whole LllCllnlff:rLI]LE, con-

firin’d.

“T'hither let us bend nll our thoughts, to learn
Whar creatures there inhabit, of what mould
Or iubftance, how endv’d, and what their power,
And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft,
By force or [ubtlety, Though Heav'n be iliut,
And Heav’'n’s high Arbitrator fit fecure

In his own ftrength, this place may lie expos’d,
The uttmoft border of his kingdom, left

Ta their defence who hold it @ here perhaps
Some advantagecus a&t inay be achiev’d

By fudden onfet, cither with hellofire

To wafte his whole creation, or peflefs

All as our own, and drive, as we were driven,
The puny habitants § or if not drive,

Seduce them to our party, that their God

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand
Abolifh his own works, This would furpafs
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy

In gur confufion, and our joy upraife

In his di{lurbance § when his datling fons,
Hurl'd head-long te partake with us, thall curfe
Their frail original, and faded blifs,

Faded fo {foon. Advife if this be worth
Attemping, or to {it in darknefs here

Hatching vain empires, Thus Beélzebub
Pleaded his dcvrhm counfel, firft devis’d
“+: By Satan, and in part propos’d ¢ for whépce,
But‘frum the author of all ill, could [ prm%

Sparkied n all their eyes; with full affent
'They vote ; whereat his {peech he thus renews:
Well have ye judg’d, well ended long debate;
aynod of gudu, and, like to what ye are,
Great things reiolv’d, which from the lowedt dﬂﬂp
Will ance more litt us up, in {vite of fute, '
Necarer our atcient feat 3 pernaps in view  [arms
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighb’ring
And opportune excurfion, we may chance
Re-enter heav’n; or ¢lle in fome mild zone
Dwell not unvifited of heav'n’s fair hght
Secure, and at the brightening orjent beam
Purge off this gloom 5 the foft delicious air,
To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires, - f{iend
Shall breathe her balm.  But firll, whom fhall we
In fearch of this new world ? wlmm thall we ﬁl&
Suflicient 7 who fhali tempt with wand’ring fee
The dark unbottom’d infinite abyfs,
And through the palpablc obfcure find out
His uncouth way, or {pread his airy flight,
Upborne with indef..ttii_).lhlt wings,
Over the vaft abrulbt, e'er he arrive
The happy ifle; what ftrength, what art can then
Suftice, or w hat evafion bear him f{afe
Fhruugh the ftri {vnteries and {tations thick
Of angels watching round ? Here he had need
All circumipeclion, and we now no lefs
Choice in their {ufirage ; for on whom we {end,
Fhe weight of all and cur laft hope relics.
This {aid, hc {at 3 and expedtation held
His tooks {ufpenie, awaiung who appear'd,
To {econd, or oppole, or undertake
The pﬂI’lIt}uE attempt : but all fat mute, m
Pond'ring the dang’er with deep thoughts; and
In othérs count’nance read his own dlfmd}*, [each
Aftonith’d : none among the choice and prime
Of thofe heav'n-warring champions, counld be
S0 hardy as to prnfﬂcr or ElECEPt [{eund
Alone the dreadful veydge 3 till at laft
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais’d
Alove his feilows, with monarchial pride .
Conicious of higheft worth; unmev’d, thitg fpake 3
O progeny of heav'n! c¢mpyreal thmnﬂs'
With rcafon hath deep filence and demur
Scis’d us, though undifmay’d : long is the way,
And hard, that out of hell leads up to Light 5
Our pr;ﬁm ftrong ; this huge convex of fire,
Outrageous to devour, immures us round,
Nmtfuld and gates of burning adamant
Barr’d over us, prohibit all egrefs. _
Thefe pufs’d, if any pafs, the void pmfuund
Of uneffential Night receives him next
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being
Threatens him, plung’d in that abortive gulf,
If thence he ilape into whatever world,
Dr unknown region, what remains him lefs
'Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape ?
But I thould ili become this throne, O Peers?
And thisi npenal fov'reignty, adnrn d
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- With fplendor, arm’d with power, if ought pro-
And judg'd-of pablic moment, in the thape [pos'd
Of difficulty or danger could deter

Me from attempting, Whercfore do | affume
‘Thefe royaltics, and not refufe to reign,

Refgfing to accept as great a fhare
. Of bazard as of honeur, due alike
" T'e him who reigns, and fo much te him due
2 Of hazard more, as he above the reft

High honour’d fits? Go, therefore, mighty powera,
- Ferror of Heav'n, the’ fall'n s intend at home,
- While here fhall be our home, what beft may cafe
The prefent mifery, and render EleH
- More tolerable 3 if there be cure ar charm

Fo velpite, or deceive, or flack the pain

Of this ill munfion + intermit ne wittch

Agunlt a wakeful foe, while I abroad

‘Through all the coafts of dagk deftrudtion, feck
Deliverance for us all ¢ this enterpriie

None {hal partake with me.  "'his faying, rofe
The meparch, and prevented af r+ply,

Prudent, left from his refolution rars’d,

Othérs among the chief might offer now

(Certain to be refus’d) what crf they fear'd ;
Ard fo refus’d, might in opinjon ftand

tlis rivals, winning cheap the high repute  [they
Which he through hazard huge muflt earn. But
Hreaded not more th’ adventure than his voice
rfnrhidding; and at once with him they role s
Their rifing all at once was as the {found
Oi thunder heard remote. "Low’rds him ‘they
With awful reverence prone : and as a god [bend
Extel him equal to the High'ft in Heavn :
Ner £ail’d they to exprefs how reuch they prais’d,
dhat for the general fufety he deipis'd
His own : for neither do the {pirits damn’d
~ Lofe all their virtue ; left bad men fliould hoall
Their fpecious deeds on carth, which glory cxcites,
Or clofe ambition varnith'd o'cr with zeal.
Thus they their doubtful confultations dark
Ended, rejoicing in their matchlefs chief :

As when from meuntain tops the dufky clouds
Afcending, while the north wind fleeps, o’crfpread
Heay'n’s cheerful face, the louring elenient

Scowls o’cr the darken’d lan:dfieip fow, or fhower;
If chance the radiant fun with farewel fweot
Extend his ev'ning beam, the fields revive,
“Fhe birds their notes renew, and bleating herds
Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings,

O {hame to men, devil with devil damn’d

Firm concord holds, men only difaores

Of creatures rational, tho’ under hope

Of heav’'nly grace : and God proclainning peace,
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and firife

Among themfelves, and levy crue} wars,

Walting the earth, cach other to ceftroy ¢

As it {which might induce us to accord )

Man had not hellith foes cnow beftdes,

‘That day and night for his deffrudtion wajt,

ThAe Stygian council thus diffelv'd s and forth

In order came the grand infernal peers :
" Midit came their mighty paramount, and feem’d
Alonie the antagonift of Heav'n, nor lefs

Thah Hell’s dread emperor with pomp fupreme, f

And godlike imitateq ftate ; bim round
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A globe of fiery feraphim inclos'd

With bright imbluzonry, and herrent arnis,

Then of their feffion ended they bid cry

With trumpets’ regal found the great refult

Tow'rds the four winds four fpeedy cherubim

Pat to their mouths the founding alchemy

By betald’s voice explain’d: the hollow abyfs

Heard fur and wide, and all the hoft of hell ,

With deaf’ning thout return'd them loud acclajm.

Thence more at eafe their munds, apd fomewhat
rais’d

By {aife prefomptuous hope, the ranged powers

Dnfhand, and wand’ring, each his {everal Wiy

Purfues, asinclination or fad chojce

Leads him, perplex’d where he may liklieft find

Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain

The irkfome hours, till his great chief return,

Part on tie plain, or in the alr {ublime,

Upon the wing, or in {wift race contend,

As at th’ Olympian games or Pythiau ficlds.

Part ¢urb their fiery fteeds, or thun the rnal

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form,

As when to warn proud cities war apprurs

Wag’d in the troubled {ky, and armies rufh

i'o battle in the clouds, lefare each van

Prick forth the airy knights, and couch tlieje
fpears

Tl thickett begions clofe ; with feats of arms

from etther end of Heav'n the welkin burns,

Others, with valt Typhean rage mote fell,

Find up both rocks and hills, and ride whe 2ir

In whirlwind 3 Hell fearce holds the wild uproar.

As when Alcides, from Oechalia ceown'd

With conqueft, fclt th’ envenom'd robe, and tore

‘Fhrough pain up by the roots Theffaljan piics,

And Lichus from the top of Oeta threw

Into th’ Fuboic fea. Others more mild,

Retreated in a filent valivy, fing

With notes angelical to many a harp, |

Their own heroic deeds, 2nd haplefs fall o

By doom of battle ; and complain that Fate

Free virtue fhould inthrall to force or chance.

Their fong was partial, but the harmeony

(What could it lefs when fp'rits immortal fing ?»

Sufpended Hell, and took with ravifiment |

The throngisg audience. In difcourfe more fiveet

(For eloqueace the foul, fong charms the [enfe)

Others apurt fat on a hiil retired,

In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high

O providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate,

Fix'd fate, free-will, foreknowledge abfolute,

And found no end, in wand ring mazes loft.

Of good and evil much they argu’d, then

Of happinefs and final mifery,

Palfien and apathy, and glory and thame,

Vain wifdom all, and falfe philefophy :

Vet with a pleafing forcery could charm .

Pam for a while, or anguifh, and excifs

Fallacious hope, or arm th* obdur’d breaft

With ftubborn patience as with triple fieel.

Another part, in fquadrons and grofs bands

On bold adventure to difcover wide

‘That difmal world, if any clime perhaps

Might yield them eafier habitation, bend

Eour ways their fying march along the ballkst
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Of four infernal rivers, that difgorpe

Into the bwrning lake their buleful ftreams;
Abhoerr’d Styx, the flood of deadiy bate

Sad Acheron, of lorrow, black and duep;
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation load,

tHeard on the rueful fiream § fierce Phlegethon,
Whofe wuves of torrent fire tnflame with rage.
Far oft {rom thefe a low and filent ftream,
Lethe, the rwver of oblivion, roils

Her watry labyrinth, whereot who drinks
I'orthwith his former {tate and being furgetq,
Forgets both joy and grief, plmfun. and pam.
Beyond this flood a frozen continent

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual {torms
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land
Thuws not, but gathers heap, and run {voms
Of ancient piles or elfe deep Inow and icg,

A gulf profound as that Scrboniin bog

Betwixt Damiata and Mount Cufius old,

Where armies whole have {unk : the parching air
Burns frore, and cold perioras th' effedt of fire.

"Ihither, by harpy-footed furies hal'd,

At corrain revolurions, all the damn’d

Are hrought, and feel by turns the bitter change

Of ficrce extremces, by change more Licrce,

From beds of raging fire vo ftarve in 1ce

‘Their foft ethereal warmth, 2nd there to pine
Immoveable, infix’d, and frozen round,

Periods of time, therce hurried back to fire.
They ferry over this Leathean found

Toth to and fro, their forrow to augment,

And wifh and flrueele as they pals, to reach
't'he tempting flream, with one fmall drop to lofe
In {weet forpetfuinets all pain and woc,

Allin one moment, and {o near the brink ;

But fate withftands, and io oppefe th' attempt
Medofs with Gorgomian terror, guards

"t ford, and of itfelf the water fiies

Al tte of living wight, as enee it fed

‘The lip of 'Fantzlus.  1Thus roving on

In confui’d march forlorn, th® advent’rouws bands,
With {hndd’ring horror jale, and eyes aghafl,
Visaw'd vl their lamentable lot, and found

No refl @ through many a dark and dreary vale
I™ey paly'd, and many a region dojorous,

O'cr wany 4 trozen, many a fiery Alp,

Rocks, caves, lukes, fen 5, bogs, dens, and fbades of

Ll:uih

A univuli'c of death, which Gud by carfe
('reated evil, for eval only gund,

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds,
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigicus thangs,
Abommable, inntterable, and worfe

‘Fhan fubles yet have feignid, or fear conceiv’d,
CGorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire.

Mean while the ad@erfary’ of God and man,
Satan, with thoughtgdflam’d of high'ft defign,
Puts on fwift wings,’gnd towards the gates of hell
Explores his folitary flight ; fornetimes
He {cours the rightpliand coaft, fometimes the left,
Now fhaves w;th evel wing the deep, then foars
Up to the fiery coneave towering high,

'AE when, far q,ﬂ' at fea a fleet defery’d
Hangs in ghe.tlouds, by equino&ial winds
Cli::fc failing’from Bengala, or the ifles
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Of Ternate and Tidore, whence merchants bring

‘Their {picy drugs ; they on the trading flood

‘I’krough the wide Ethiopian to the Cape

1?'11.r {temming nightly tow'rd the pole.  Sofeem'd
Far off the flying Fiend : at laft appear

IHell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof,

And thrice three-fold the gates ; three folds were

Three iron, three of adamantine rock, [brafs,

Impenctrable, unpal’d with circling fire,

Yet unconfum’d.  Before the gates there [at

On cither fide a formidable fhape ;

The one feem’d woeman to the waite, and [air,

But ended foul 1n many a fealy fold

Volumnious and vaft, a ferpent arm’d

With mortal fting : about her middle round

A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark -

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung

A hidecus pale 5 yet, when they lift, weuld creep,

if ought difturb’d their noile, into her wombh,

And kennel there, yet there fiill bark’d and how!l'd

Within, unfeen, Far lefs abhorr'd than thefe,

Vex'd Scylla bathing in the fea that parts

Culabra from tie hoarfe Trinacrian fhere ;

Nev uglier follow the night-hag, when call'd

In {reret, riding through the air fhe comes,

bur'd w ith the fmell of infant bloed, to dance

With Lapland witches, while the lab’ring moon

Eclipfes at their charms. ‘The other fhape,

If {h ape 1t might be call’d that fhape had none

]}lihn;rluﬁmblt in member, joint, or limb,

Or fubftarce might be call’d that fhadow feem’d,

For each feem’d either ; black it ftood as Night,

Fierce as ten Furies, ten thle as Hell,

And fhook a dread{ul dart : what {eem’d his head,

‘The likenefs of a kingly crown had on,

1 Satan was now at hand, and from his {eat -

The menfter moving, onward came as fait
\With horrid firides : Heil trembled as he ftrode.
Th’ undaunted fiend what this might be admir’d;
Admir’d, not fear’d ; God and his fon except
Created thing nought valued he or thunn’d;
And with difdainful look thus firft began:
Whence and what art thou, exgerable fhape,
That dar’st, though grim and terrible, advance
'Yhy mifcreated {rent athwart my way
To ]'nnd;.r gates ! through them I mean to pafs,
That be abiur'd, without leave afk’d of thee :
Retive, or Ln;ie thy folly, and learn by proof,
Heli-born, not to contend with {p’rits of heav’n.
To whom the gnhlin full of wrath reply’d :
Art thou that traitor angel, art thou he
Who firdt breke peace in heav’n and faith, till then
Unbroken, and in proud rebellious arms
Drew after him the third part of heav’n’s fons
Comjur’d agamnit the high’ft, for which both thon-
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemn’d
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain 4
And reckon’ft thou thyfelf with fp’rits of heav’n,
Hell-doom’d,and breath’ft deﬁanc:here and {corn,
Where I reign king, and to enrage thee more, -
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punifhment,
Falfe fugitive, and to thy {peed ad:l wings,
Left with a whip of {corpions I purfue
Thy ling’ring, or with one {troke of .this dart

J Strange horror feize thee, and pangs unfelt befurc;
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5o {pake the grifly Terror, and in thape,
So {peaking and fo threat’ning, grew ten-fold
More dreadful and deform : on th’ other fide,
Incen’d with indignation, Satan ftood
Uniterrify’d, and like a comet burn’d,
‘That fires the length of Opinchaus huge
In the Arctic fky, and from his horrid hair
- Shukes peftilence and war.  Tach at the head
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands
No fecond firoke, intent, and fuch s frown
Lark caft at th® other, as when twe black clouds,
‘With heav'n's artillery fraught, come rattling on
Over the Culpian, ther frund front to front

. Hov'ring a fpace, till winds the fignul blow

"Fo join their dark encounter in mic air ;
So frown’d the mighty combatants, that Hell

Grew durkar at their frows, fo mateli'd they ftood;

For never but once more was either like

To meet fo great a foe : and now great deeds

Had been aiiev’d, whereof all Hell had rung,

Had not the fnaky forcerefs that fat

Eaft by Hell gate, and kept the fatal key,

Rif’n, and with hideous outery rufh’d between.
O father, what intends thy hand, the ery’d

Agnir't thy only fon? What fury, O fon !

Poflefles thee to bend that mortal dart ?

~Agamnftthy father’s héad ? and know’ft for whom ;

For him wha'fits above and laughs the while
At thee ordain’d his drudge, to execute
‘Whatc'er his wrath, which he calls Juftice, bids ;
His wrath, which one day will deftroy ye both,
~ She fpake, and her words the hellith peft
" Forbore. Then thefe to her Satan return’d.
- So ftrangc the outery, and thy words fo {trange
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand
crevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds
What it intendsy tilt firft I know of thee,
What thing thou ert, thus double-form’d, and why
In this infernal, fivft mct, thou call'ft
Me Father, and that phentafm call’ft my Son ;
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now
Sight more deteitable than him and thee.
- Thwhom thus the porircfs of Hell gate reply’d:
Hatit thou forgot me thea, and do I feem
Now in thine eye To foul ? once deem’d fo fair
In hcav’n, when at th' affembly, and in fight
Of ali the feraphim with thee commbin’d
In bold confpiracy againft Heav'n's King,
‘All on a fudden miferable pain |
Surpri{’d thee, dim thine cyes, and dizzy fivam
In darknefs, while thy head Aames thick and faft
Threw forth, till on the left fide opening wide,
Likeft to theein fhape and ceunt nance bright,
Then thining heav’nly fair, 2 goddels arm’d
Ou of thy head I {prung : amafement feif’d
Ali-th’ hoft of Heav'n; back they recoil’d afraid
At firft, and 'call’d me Sin, and for a ftiim
Partentous held me; but familiar grown,
1 pleaf’d, and with attradlive graces won
'The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft
Thylfelf in inc thy perfed image viewing,
Becam'ft enamour’d, and fuch joy thou took’f
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd
A growing burden, Meanwhile war arole,

J
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And ficlds were fought in Heav’'n; wherein ree
man'd

(For what could elfe ?} to our almighty Foe
Clear victory, to our part lofs and rout
Through all the empyrean, down they fell,
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heav'n down ~
Into this deep, and in the general fall
I alfo; at which dme this powerful key
fnto my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep
['hele gates for ever fhut, which nope can pafs
Without my op'ning. Penfive here 1 fut |
Alone, but long I {at not, till my womb,
Pregnant by thee, and now exceflive grown,
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes.
At lafr this odious offspring whom thou feeft,
Thine own begotten, breaking violent WAy,
‘Pore through my entrails, that with fear and pain
Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grew '
Trandorm’d : but he my inbred enemy
Forth iflued, brandithing his fatal dart
Made to deftroy ; 1 fled, and cry’d out Death ;
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh’d
From all her caves, and back refounded Death.
[ fled, but he purfued (though more, it feems,
Influn’d with luft than rage) and fwifter far,
Mo overtook his mother, s} difmay’d,
And in embraces forcible and foul
Ingendering with me, of that rape begot
Thefe yelling montters, that with ceaf: lefs cry
Surround me, as thoun faw'ft, hourly conceiv'd
And hourly born, with forrow infinite
L'o me ; for when they lift, into the womh
‘That bred them, they return and howl, and gnaw
My howels, their repaft; then burfling forth
Alrcth, with conftious terrors vex me round,
That reft or interniflion nope [ find,
Belore mine cyes in oppofition fits
Grim-Death, my fon and foe, who fets them on,
And me his purent would full foon devour
Vor want of other prey, but that he knows
His end with mine involv’d ; and knows that 1
fhould prove a bitter morfel, and his hane,
Whenever that fhall bes fo Fate pronounc’d,
Put thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, fhun
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope
'T'o be invulnerable in thofe bright arms,
Though temper'd beav’nly, for that mortal dint,
Save he who reigns ubove, nenc can refift.

She finifh’d; and the fubtle Fiend his lore
Seon learn’d, now milder; and thus anfwer’d

fmooth ; |
Dear dauhghter fince thou claim’ft me for thy fire,
And my fair fon here thow’ft me, the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dirg
~ change | |

Befall'n as unforefeen, unthought of ; know,
I come no enemy, but to fet free
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain,
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly hoft
Of fpirits that in our jult pretences arm’d,

| Fell with us from on high: from them 1 go

‘T'his uncouth errand fole, and onc for all
Myiclt expofe, witn lonely freps to tread  [menfe
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void il
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To {earch with wand’ring queft a phr_f: foretald
Should be, and, by concurring figus, €'er now
Created ﬁﬂ: :md round, a pldu’: of blifs
In the pourlieus of Ha:a.ven, and thercin plac’d
- A race of upltart creatures, to {uppiy
Pcrhaps our vacant room, fhnugh more remov d,
1.7ft Heav'n,; furcharg’d with potent multitwde,
Might hap to move new broils: be this or ought
] han, this more {ecret now delign’d, 1 hafte

F'o know, and this once knuwn ﬂmll foon return,
f-‘!.nd hring ye to the place wh{:r: thou and dluth
Shadl dwell at eafe, and up and down unilecen
Winyg filently the buxom air, embalm’d
With odors ; there ye thali be fed and £1I'd
Inmicafurably ; all ‘I:hmgz {al¥ be vour prey.

Jic ceas’d; for both {feem’d highiy pleus’d,

and Death

CGrinn'd horrible a ghaltly fmile, to hear
His famine fhould be fili’d, and blelt his maw
Deftin’d to that good hour : no lefs rejoic’d
His mother had, and thus befpake her fire:

T he key of this infernal pit by due,
And by command of Heav'n'"s ai[—pnw:.rful King,
| keep, by him forbidden to uniock
‘Thele adomantine gates ; againdt all force
Dezath ready {tands to interpofe his dart,
Fearlefs to be o’ermatch’d by living might,
But what owe I to his commands above,
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me dewn
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound,
‘I'o {it in hateful office here confin’d,
Inhabitant of Heav'n, and heav'nly born,
Here in perpetual agony wnd pain,

- With terrors and with clamors compals’d round

Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ?

'} hou art my fathery thou my anthoer; thouw

My being gav'{t me ; whom fhould T obcy

Hut thee, whom fallow ? thou wilt bring me foon

't'o that new world of light and biis, among

'I'he gods who live at eafe, where T thall reign

At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeemns

Thy daughter and thy darling, without enda
'I'hus {aving, from her fide the fatal key,

Sad inftrument of all our woe, fhe took

And tow'rds the gate rolling her beftial train,

Forthwith the huge perteullis high up arew,

Which but herfelf, not ull the Stygian powers

(’ould once have mov'd ; then in the key-hoie turps

'I'h’ intricate wards, and every bolt and bar

Of mafly ir™n or folid reck, with eafe

{Infaftens : on a fudden open fly,

‘With impetuous receil and jarving found,

‘'Y infernal doors, and on their hinges grate

Hurfh thunder, that the loweit botton thook

Of Erebus, She open’d, but to fhut

Exceli’'d her pow’r; the gates wide open ftood,

That with extenged wings a banner’d loft

Vinderfpread enfigns murching rught puls through,

With horfe and chariots rank’'d in loole array ;

So wide they ftood, end like a furnace mouth

Caft forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flame.,

Before their eyes in fudden view appear

‘Theglecrets of the hoary devp, u duik

Yutmitable ocean without boundy [height,

Without dimenfior, where length, breadih, and
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And time, and plaoe, are loft ; where eldeft Nighg
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And Chaos, anceftor of Nature, hold
Eternal anarchy, amidft the noile
Of endlefs wars, and by confufion ftand.

For hot, cold, maoiit, J.Ild. dry, four r:lmmpmnl

ficree,

Strive here for maltry, and to battle bring

Their cobryen atoms j they around the flag

Of cach his {uétion, in their {everal clans, .
Light-arni’d or heavy, {harp, fmooth, fwift or ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ‘.
Swarnipopulous, unoumber’d as the fands

Of Barca or Cyrenae’s tornid fod,

Levied to fide with wanmg winds, and pmﬁ? L
'I'heir Lighter wings. ‘T'o whom thefe moft m
[ie rules a moment ; Chaog umpire {its, .
And by decifion more embroils the fray o

By which he reigns ¢ next him high avbiter
Cirance governs all.  Into this wildabyls

Fhe wom? of Nature, and perhaps her grave,

Of neither fea, nor ﬂ:mre., nor air, nor five,

Hut all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd
Confus'dly, and which thus muft ever fight,

Linlefs th' almighty Maker them ordain

Flis durk mtenals te create smore worjds ¢

Intu this wild aby{s the wary Fiend

Stood on the brmk of Hell, and look’d a wh::lc
Pond'ring his voyage ; for no narrow frith-

I1c had to crofs, Nor was his ear lels peal'd

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare
Great things with {tnall) than when Bellona ﬂ:m
With all her battering engines, beat to raze |
Some capital city j or lefs than if dus fraree

1 Heav'n were falhng, and thefe clements

In mutiny had from her axle torn

'The {tedfuft Earth. At laft hus fail-broad vans
He {preads for flight, and in the furging fmoke *
Uplifted fpurns the ground ; thence many a leagme,
As in a cloudy chair, afcending rides |
Audacious ; but that {eat {oon failing, meets

A vait vacuity : all unawares,

Fluttering his pinions vain, plun::ﬁ down he dmpl
Ten thoufand fathom dtep, and to this hour
Down hid been falling, had not by ilk changa

‘The ftrong rebuff of fome tumultacns cloud, -
Inftanét with fire and nitre, hurried him

As muny miles aloft : that fury ttay’d,

Quencli’d in a boggy {yrtis, neither fea, '
Nor goad dry land ; nigh founder’d, on he fares,’
‘Ureading the crude confiftence, half on foot, . -
Half lying ; behoves him: now both oar and fail.
As when a gryphon thrﬂugh the wildernefs

With winged courfe, o’er Lill or moory dale,
Purtees the Arimaipian, who by ftealth

Hud from his wakcful cuftody purlein’d
The gnurded gold : fo eagerly the Fiend

O'er bug, or fteep, thiough firait, rough, denfe,

Or rare, |

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way,
And fivims, or {inks, or wades, or creeps, or flies 3
At length an uvniverfal hubbub wild
Of ftunning founds and voices all confuf’d,
Borne through the hollow dark, affaults his eap
With loudeft vchenence ¢ thither he plies,
Undaunted, to et there whatever power
Or fperit of the pohermoft abyfs

B iiij
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Might in that noile refide, of whom to afk

- Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies
Bord'ring on light ; when frait behold the throne
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fpread

© Wide on the wafteful deep ; with him enthron’d

- Sat {able-vefted Night, eldeft of things,

~ ’The confort of his reign ; and by them ftood

- Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded nane .

bf Damogorgo : Rumour next, and Chance,

~ And tumult and Confufion, all embroii’d,

And Difcord, with a thoufand various mouths,

* 'T” whom Satan turning boldly, thus: Ye powers
And Spirits of this ncthermofl abyfs,

- &’hace-and ancient Night, I come no {py,

'With purpofe to explore or to difturh

- The fecygts of your realm, but by confiraint

- Wand'ring this darkfome defert, as my way
Lzes through your fpacious empire up to light,

- Alogee, and without guide, half loft, I feek

- “What readieft path leads where your gloomy

| bounds - o '
Confing with Heav'n ; or if {ome other place,
From your dominion won, th’ ethereal King
Poflefes lately, thither to arrive |

I travel this profound ; diredt my courfe ;
Directed no mean recompéenfe it brings
‘To your behoof, if I that region loft,

Al ufurpation thence expelt’d, reduce

- “T'o her original darknefs and your fway,

§ Which is my prefent journey) and once mere

- Ere@ the ftandard there of ancient Night ;

Yours be th’ advantage all, mine the revenge.
- Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch cld,

- 'With fault'ring fpeech and vifuge incompos’d,
Anfwer'd. 1 know thee, Stranger, who thou art,
‘Fhat mighty leading angel, who of late  {thrown.

AMade head againft Heaven’s King, though over-
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hoit
Fled not in filence through the frighted Deep
“With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout,

* &onfuficn worfe confounded ; and Heav’n gates
Pour’d out by millions her vitorious bands
purfuing, 1 upon my frontiers here
Keep refidence ; if alt I can will forve
That little which is lefs {o to defend,

Encroach’d on fhill through your inteftine broils
Weak’'ning the [ceptre of old Night ; firft Hell
Your dungeon {tretching far and wide beneath ;
Now lately Heav'n and Earth, ancther world,
Hung o'er my realm, link’d in a golden chain

PARADISE L.OST,

Ta that fide Heav'n from whence your legions fell :
17 that way be your walk, you have not far :
30 much the nearer danger; go and fpeed;
Havoe, and {poil, and ruin, are my gain.

He ceas’d ; and Satan ftay'd not to reply ;
But glad that now his fea thould find a fhore,
With {reth alacrity and force renew’d,

Springs upward like a pyramid of fire

into the wild expance, and through the fhock
Of fighting elements, on ail fides round -
Environ’d wins his way ; harder befet

And more endanger’d, than when Argo pafs'd
Through Bofparus betwixt the jeftiing rocks ;
Or when Ulyfles on the larboard fhunn'd
Charybdis,, and by th’ other whirlpooi fteer.
S0 he with difficuitwand labpur hard

Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour he ;

But he once paft, foon atter when man fell,
“trange alteration ! Sin and Death zmain
Following his track, fuch was the will of Heav'n,
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way

Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling rulf
Tamely endur’d a bridge of wondrous fenpth,
Yrom Hell continued reaching th’ vtmolt orb
Of this frail world ; by which the fp'rits pervelfo
With ex{y intercourfe pafs to and fro

To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom
Ged and good angels guard by fpecial grace.

But now, at laft, the facred influence
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav'n
Shoots far into the bofom of dim night
A glimniering dawn ; here Nature firft begins
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire
As from her utmoft works a broken foe

| With tumult lefs end with 1+f; hoftile din,

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eufe
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light,
And like a weather-beaten veffel holds
Gladly the port, though fhrouds and tackle torn :
Or 1n the emptier wafte, refembling air,
Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold
Far off th’ empyreal Heav'n extended wide

In circuit, undetermin’d fquare or round,
With opal tow’rs and battlements ndormn’d

Of living faphir, once his pative feat |

And faft by hanging in a golden chssn
This pendent world, in bignefs as a {tar

Of fmalleft magnitude clofe by the moon,
Thither, full fraught with mifchievous revenge
Accur{’d, and ip a curfed hour he higs.
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BOOK III,

The Argument.

God fitting on his throne, fees Satan flying towards this world, then newly created - fhews him to the
Son, who fut ot his right hand ; foretells the fuccefs of Satan in perverting Mankind ; clears his own
Juitice and wildom from all imputation, having created Man free and able enough to have with«
ftood his Tempter ; yet declares his purpofe of grace towards him, in regard he fell not of his own
malice, as did Satan, but by him feduced. The fon of God renders praifes to his Father for the ma-
nifeftation of his gracious purpoefc towards Man ; but God again declares, that grace canpot be ex-
tended towards man without the fatisfadtion of divine Juftice; Man hath offended the majéfty of
(rod by afpiring to Godheac., and therefore, with all his progeny devoted to death, m:ﬁ’ﬂiﬁ, tlefs
fome one can be fonnd fufficient to anfwer for his offence, and undergo his puni{hméﬁt, 'f‘he Son
of God freely offers himfelf a ranfome for Man : The Father -accepts him, ordaing hii iiitamaﬂnn,
pronounces his exaltation above all names in heaven and earth; commanda all the angels to adore
him ; they ohey, and hymning to their harps in full choir, celebrate the Father and the Son. Mean
while S8atan allights upon the bare convex of this world’s outermoft orb ; where, wandering, he firt
finds a place, fince call’d the Limbo of Vanity; what perfons and things fly up thither; thence
comes to the gate of Heaven, defcrib’d afcending by ftairs, and the waters above the firmament that
flow about it.: his paflage thence to the orb of the fun! he finds there Uriel the regent of that orh, .
but firlt changes himfelf into the fhape of a meaner angel ; and pretending a zealous defire to bebold
the new creation, and Man whom God hath plac’d here, inquires of him the place of his habitapion, |
and 1s dire&ted ; allights firft on Mount Niphates, -

"

' The dark defcent, and up to re-afeend,
Thougn hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe,

Hai holy L ght, offspring of heav’n firfl-born,
Or of th’ Eternal coeternal beam,

May I exprefs thee’ unblam’d ! Since God is light,
And never but in unapproached light

Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee,

Dright eflfuence of bright eflence increate.

Or hear’ft thou rather, pure ethereal ftream,
Whole fountain who fhall tell # before the fun,
Before the heav’ns thou wert, and at the voice

Of God, as with a mantle didft inveft

The rifing world of waters dark and deep,

Won from the void and formiefs infinite,

Thee 1 revifit now with bolder wing,

Efcap'd the Stygian pool, thotgh long detain’d

In that obfcure {ojourn, while in my flight
Through utter and through middle darknefs borne,
With other notes than to th’ Orphean lyre

I fung of Chaos and eternal Night,

Taught by the heav’nly Mufe to venture down

And feel thy fov'reign vital lamp ; but thon

Revifit'ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ;

So thick a drop ferene hath quench’d their orbs,
Or dim fuffufion veil’d, Yet not the more
Ceale I to wander where the Mufes haunt,
Clear fpring, or thady grove, or funny hili,
Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chief
Thee, Sion, and the flow’ry brocks beneath,
That wath thy hallow’d feet, and warbling flow,
Nightly I vifit : nor fometimes forget

Thole other two equall'd with me in fate, -

So were I equall’d with them in repown,
Blind Thamyris and blind Mzonides,

And Tirefias and Phineus, prophets old :

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move

Harmonious numbeys ; 2s the wakeful bird
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Sings darkling, and in fhadief} covert hid

‘Tunes her nofturnal note. 'Thus with the year
Scafons return, but not to me returns
Day, or the fweet approach of ev’n or morn,

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe,

Or flacks, or herds, or human face divine ;

But cloud inftead, and ever-during dark

Surreunds me, from the cheerful ways of inen
- Cut off, and for the book of Knowledge fair
- Prefented with a univerfal blank
Of Nature’s works to me exppng’d and raif’d,

Angd wifdom at one entrance quite that out,

So much the rather thou, celeftial Light,

Shile inward,and the Mind through all her powers
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence
Purge-and difperfe, that ¥ may fee and tel

Of things invifible to mortal fight.

Now had th’ almighty Father from above,
From the pure empyrean where he {its
HBigh-thron’d above all height, bent down his eye,
His own works and their works at once to view :
About him all the fan&ities of Heaven
Stood thick as ftars, and from his ight receiv'd
Beatitude paft utterance ; on his right
The raciant image of his glory fat,

His only fon ; on carth he firft beheld
~ur two firft Parents, yet the only two
Of mankind, in the happy garden plac’d,
Reaping immoertal fruits of joy and love,
Unintereu jov, unrival’d love,
In blifsful folitude he then furvey'd
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan therel
Coriling the wall of Heav’n on this fide. Night
In the dun air fublime, and ready row
T'o ftoop with wearied wings and willing feet
©Op the bare outfide of this world, that feem’d
Firm land embefom’d, without firmament,
Uncertam which, in oceant or in ait,
Him Ged beholding from his profpe& high,
Wherein pait, prefent, future, he beholds,
Thus to his only fon forefecing fpake :

Only begotten Son, feeft thou what rapge
‘T'raldports our adverfary ? whom no beunds
Preferib’d, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyfs’
Wide interrupt can hold ; fo bent he feems
Qn defperate revenge, that thall redound
~ Upon his own rebellious head, And now

Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wingshis way
Not far off Heav'n, in the precinéts of light,
Direltly towards the new created world,

And Man there plac’d, with purpofe to aflay

If him by foree he can deftroy, or worle,

Py fome falfe guile pervert; and fhall pervert,
Yor Man will hearken to his glozing lies,

And eafily tranfgrefs the fole comymand,

Sole pledge of his difobedience ¢ fo will fall,

He and has faithlefs progeny : Whofe fault ¢
Whofe but his ewn ! Ingrate, he had of me

All he could have ; 1 made him juft and right,
Suffcient to have ftood, the' free to fail,

Such 1 created all th’ ethereal powers {fail'd ;
And {p’rits, bath them who ftood, and them who
Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell whe fell.
Not free, what proof could they have giv'afincere

"
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Book 2T,

Of true allegiance, conftant faith or Jove,

Where only what they needs muft do appear’d,

Not what they wWould ? what praile could they
receive ! | |

What pleafure | from fuch obedience paid,

When will and reafon {reafon alfo 's choice)

[#felefs and vain, of freedom beth defpoil’d,

Made paffive both, had ferv’d Neceffity,

Not me ! They, therefore, as to right belong’d,

50 were created, nor can juflly’ accufe

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate,

As if predeftination over-rul’d

Their will difpos’d by abfolute decree

Ot high foreknowledge; they themfelves decrecd

Ther own revolt, not I; if I foreknew,

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault,

Which had no lefs prov’d certain unforeknown,

Bo without leaft impulfe or thadow’ of fate,

Or ought by me immutably furcfeen,

They trefpafs, authors to themieclves m all

Both what they judg’d, and what they choolt;
for fo | '

I form’d them free, and frée they muft remain

Till they inthrall themfelves ; I elfe muft change

‘Their pature, and revoke the high decree

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain’d

Their freedom; they themifélves ordain’d their fall,

The firft fort by their own fugpgéftion fell,

Sclf-tempted, felf-deprav'd : Man falls, deceiv’'d

By th’ other firft: MIan, therefore, fhall find grace,

The other none @ in merey’ and in juftice both,

‘Through I:}E;w’ n and carth, fo fhall my glory’
excel,,

But mercy firft and laft thall brighteft fhine. ;

Thus,while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fill’d
AliHeav'n, and in the blefied {p'rits ele&

Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus’d :

Beyond compare the Son of God was {een

MoR gloricus ; in him all his father thone
Subitantially exprefl’d ; and in his face

Divine compaliion vifibly appear’d,

Love without end, and withont meafitré grace,
Which utt'ring, thus be to his [ather {pake :

O Father | gracious was that word which clos d
Thy fov'reignientence, that Man fhould find grace;
For which both Heav'tt und carth {ball high extol
'Thy praifes, with th’ innumerable found
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne
Incompafl’d {hall refound thee ever bleft. |
For thould Man finally be loit, thould Man,

T'hy creature late {o lov'd, thy youngelt fon,

" Fall circumvented thus by frand, thongh join’d
With his own folly ? that be from thee far,

"That far be from thee, Father, who art judge
Of all things made, and judgedt ondy nighe,
Or fhall the Adverfary thus obtain

. His ¢nd, and fruitrate thine? fhall he fulfil

His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought,
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom,
Yet with revenge accomplifh’d, and to Hell
Draw after him the whole race of mankind,
By him corrupted ! or wilt thou thyfelf
Abolifh thy creation, and unmake

-
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ?
So thould thy gooduefs and thy greatuels buth
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" "Be queftion’d and blalphem’d, without defence,

T'o vhom the great Creator thus reply’d.

O Son, in whom my [oul hath chmf delight, -
Son of my bofom, Son wha art alone

My Wﬂrd my w;fdom and effediual mighe,
All haft thou {poken as my thoughts are, all
As my eternal purpofe hath decreed :

- Man fhall not quite be loft, but fuv’d who will,
:  Yet not of wal in him, bot grace in me
Freely vouchfai’d ; once more ! will renew
His lapfed powers, though forfeit and inthrall’d
By fin to foul exorbitant defives ;

Upheid by nmie, yet once more he fhall ftand
On even ground againidt his martal foe,

By me upheld, that he may know how {rail
His fullen condition is, and to me owe

All his deliverance 3 and to notie but me,

Some I have choten of peculiar grace

Eled&t above the relt ; {o s my will :

The reft fhali pegr me call, and oft be warn’d
Their finful ftatd, and to appeafe betimes
'T'h" wecenfed Deity, while offer’d grace
Invites; for I will clear their fenfes dark,
What may futhce, and foften fteny hearcs .
'To pray, repent, and bring obedience due.
T'o pray’r repentance, and obedience due,
Thouvgh but endeavour’d with fincere intent,
Mine car fhall not be flow, mine eye not fhut,
And 1 will place within them us 2 guide

My umpire con{cience, whom if they will hear,
Y.ight after light well us'd they fhall agtain,

Aud to tho end perfifling, {afe arrive,

This my long fufterance and my day of erace
They who negle@ and {corny, thall never tafte ;
But havd be harden’d, blind be blinded more,
That they may {tumble on apd deeper fall §

Arnd none but fuch from mercy I exclude.

But yet all 15 not done ; Man difobeying,

Difloyal breaks his fr:dlt}r, and {ins

A;{unﬂ the high fupremacy of Heaven,

Aﬂl&:ng Gnd-head and fo lofing-all,

T'o expiate hia treafon hath nou ht lr:ft,

But to deftrudion fucred and devntt,

He with his whole pofterity mutt die,

Die he or juflice muift ; unlefs for hun

Some other able, and as willing, pay

The rigid fatisfadtion, death for death

Say heav'nly Pow’rs, where fhall we find fuch love ?
Which of yc will be mortal to redeem

Man’s mortal crime, and juft th’ unjuil to fave;
Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear ?

He afk’d ; but all the heav’nly choir ftood mute,
And filence was in Heav'n: on Man’s behalf
Patren or interceflor none appear’d,

Much leis that durlt upon hts own head draw
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfome fet.

And now without redem ption all mankind

Muit huve been loit, adjudg’d to Death and Hell -
By doom {evere, had not the Son of Ged,

In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine,

His dearelt mediation thus renew’d.

- Father, thy word is paft, Man fhall find grace ;
And ihall grrace not find micans, that finds her way
The fpecdmﬁ of thy winged meffengers,

'I‘u vilitall th;r cre¢atues, and to al}

e

{

-

3

Comes unprevented, uhimplor'd, I!tlli'i:flalg“liiifﬁ"*‘v'!,m=r X
Happy for Man, fo coming ; he her axd s ipy 067
Can never feek, once dead in fins and lﬂﬁ * -?
Atonement for lumfeif or offering méet, ., . .»
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring & %
Behold me then ; me for him, life for hfe 5

I offcr ; on me lt:t thine anger fall; .
Acrount me Man ¢ 1 for his fuke wﬂfica,w
Thy hofom, and this glory next to thee |
Freely put off, and for ham laftly die- . -
Well pleas’d ; an me lﬁt death wreck all hxﬂngc ; '
Llndr:r bis glnum}r pow’r I fhall not leng
Lie vanquith’d ; thou hafl given me to puﬂcfs
I.ife in myfelf for ever ; by thee I live, -
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due.
All that of me can die; yet that debt paid;.
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave
His prey, nor {uffer my unfpotied foul

" For cver with corruption there to dwell;

But I {kall rife victorious, and fubdue |

My vanquither, {poil’d of his vaunted fpml

Death his death’s wound fhall then receive,. aﬁ?’

Inglorious, of his mortal fting difarm’d. {ﬁa’
1 through the ample air in triumph high

Shall lﬂad Hell captive maugre Hell, and ﬂxew

"Fhe ‘pow’rs of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight'
Pleas’d, out of Heaven fhalt look down and fonie,

While b]r thee rzis'd I ruin all my foes,

Death laft, and with his carcafe glut the
Then wlth the multitude of my redccm’d

Shall enter Heav'n long nbfent, andﬁtﬂm,
Father, to fee thy face, wherein ne climd

Of anger thall remain, but peace affur'd

And reconcilement ; wrath thall be no morg

'Thenceforth, but in thy prelence yoy entire.

ks words here ended, bat his meek afpe&

Silent yet {pake, and breath’d immortal love

Ta mortal men, above which only fhone

Filial obedience ; as a facriice

Glad to be offer’d, he attends the will

Of his great Father, Admiration feiz’d  [tend,
All Heav’n, what this might mean, and whithex
Wond'ring ; but foon the Almighty thus teply’d,

O thou in Heev'n and Earth, the only peace

Found out for mankind under wrath, O thou

My fole complacence! well thou knowelt how

dear

To me are all my works, nor Man the leaft,

Though laft created ; that for him I fpare

Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave,

By loling thee a while, the.whole race loft.
'I'hou therefore, whom thou only canft redc:t:m,
Their nature alfo to thy pature join ;

And be thyfelf Man among men on earth,

Made ﬂtih, when time fhall be, of virgin feed,

By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam’sroom ™
. "The head of ali mankind, though Adam's fon.

As in him perith all men, fo in thr:e,

As from a fecond root, fhall be reftor’d

As many 2s are reftor’d, without thee none.

grave & .

- His crime makes gmlt}' all his fons; thy merit

Imputed {hail 2bfolve them who renounce

Their own both righteous and unrighteous decds, -
Ard live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee
Recetve new life,  So man, as is moft juft,
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'-T’aﬂ,faﬁsﬁf for Man, be judg’d and die,

nd dying rife, and rifing, with him raife,
Hie brethren, ranfom’d with his own dear life.
8o heav'nly love fhall outdo hellith hate,

. Giving to death, and dying to redeem,
So dearly to redeem what hellith hate

- So ealily deftroy’d, and {lill deftroys

. In thole who, when they may, accept not gracc.

~Wor thalt thou, by defcending to aflume
 Man’s nature, lefien or degrade thine own, |
Recaufe thou haft, though thron’d in higheft blifs
Equal to God, and equally enjoying
God-like fruition, quitted all to fave .
A world from. utter lofs, and halt been found
By merit more than birthright, Sonof God,
Found wwrthiefl to be fo by being good,
Farmore than great or high ; becaufe in thee

- Love hath abounded more than glory abounds,
"Therefore thy humiliation fhall exalt
With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne ;

- Here fhalt thou fit incarnate, here fhalt reign

~ Both God and Min, Son both of God and Man,
Anointed univerfal king ; all power
I give thee ; reign for ever, and aflume
Thy merits ; under thee as head fupreme

Thrones, Princedoms, Pow'rs, Dominions [ reduce :

. knees to thee fhall bow, of them that bide
n Heav'n, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell.

When thou attended glorioufly from Heaven
. Shaltin the fky appear, and from thee fend
'~ “The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim
“Fhy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds
The living, and forthwith the cited dead
Of all paft ages, to the general doom
shall haften, fuch a peal thall ronfe their fleep.
" Then all thy faints affembled, thou fhalt judge
Bad men and angels; they arraign’d fhall fink
Beneath thy fentence; Hell, her numbers full,
Thenceforth thall be for ever fhut. Mean while
The world fhall hurn, and from her afhes fpring

New Heav’n and Earth,wherein the juft thall dwell,

And after all their tribulations long .

See grlden duys, fruitful of golden deeds,

With joy and love trivraphing and fair truth,

Then thou thy regal fceptre thall luy by,

¥or regal fceptre then no moie fhall need ;

Ceod thail be all in all.  But all ye Gods,

Adore nim, who to compafs ull this dies;

Adore the Son, and honour himn as me,
No{ooner had the Almighty ceas’d, but all

‘The mulusude of Angels, with a fhout

Loud as frem numbers without number, {weet

As from hislt voices, uttering joy, Heav’n rung

With jubilee, and loud Hofannas fill’d

'i'h’ gternal regions : lowly reverend

Towards either throne they bow, and to the ground

With.folemn adoration down they caft

Their erowns inweve with amarant and gold ;
Immortal amarant, a flow’r which once

In Paradife, faft by the tree of life,

Began to blocom; but foon for man's offence

To Heav'n remov’d,where firft it grew, there grows,

Agpd flow’rs aloft, thading the fount of life,

And where the river of blifs through midft of

Heaven
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1 For Man's offence.

Dot Ifi

Rolls o’er Elyfian flow’rs her amber fiream *

With thefe that never fade the Spirits ele@

Bind their refplendent locks inwreath’d with
beams,

Now 1n loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright

Pavement, that like a fea of jafper thone,

*purplf:d with celeftial rofes fmil’d.
he

n crown’d again, their golden harps they took,
Harps ever tun’d, that glittering by«their fide
Like quivers hung, and with preamble {weet
Of charming fymphony, they introduce
Their {acred fong, and waken raptures ligh ;

No voice exempt, no voice but well could join
Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heaven.

‘Thee, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, -
Immutable, Immoztal, Infinite, 2
Eternal King ; the Author of all being,

Fountain of light, thyfelf invifible
midit the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ft
‘hron’d inacceffible, but when thou fthad’fy

he full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud

r#%n round about thee like a radiant fhrine,
Datk with exceflive bright thy fkirts appear,

dazzle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim
proach not, but with both wings veil their eyes.
hee next they fang of 2l creation firft,

otten Son, Divine Similitude,

In iihufe confpicucus count’nance, without cloud
Made vifible, th’ Almighty Father fhines,
Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee
Imprefs’d th’ effulgence of his glory’ abides,
Transfus’d on thee his ample Spirit refis.

He Heav'n of Heav'ns, and all the Pow’rs therein
By thee created;and by thee drew down

Th” afpiring Dominations : thou that day
ThigFather's dreadful thunder didft not fpare,
Nor thy fiaming chariot wheels that thook
Heav'n’s everlafting frame, while o'er the necks
Thou drov’it of warring Angels difarray’d.
Back from purfuit thy Pow’rs with loud acclaim
I'hee only extoll d, Son of thy Father’s might,
T'o execute fierce vengeance on bis foes,

Not;fo on Man : Him through their malice fall'n,
Father of mercy’ and grace, thou dvdf} not doom
So {trictly, but much more to pity incline :

No fooner did thy dear and only Son

Perceive thee purpos’d not to doom frail Man
So ftridtly, but much more to pity’ inclhin'd,

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end the ftrife-

Of mercy and juflice in thy face difcern’d,
Regardiels of the blefs wheremn he fat

Second to thee, offer d himfelf to die

O unexampled love,

Love no where to be found lefs than Divine
Hasil Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy name
Shall be the copious matter of my fong
Henceforth ; and never thall my harp thy praife
Forget, nor from thy Father’s praife disjoin,

Thus they in Heav’n, above the ftarry fphere,
Their happy hours in joy and hymning {pent. -
Mean while, upon the firm opacious globe
Of this round world, whofe firft convex divides
The luminous inferior orbs inclos’d -
From Chaos and th’ inroad of darknefs old,

Satan alighted walks : a globe far off
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"It {eem’d, now feems 3 boundlefs continent
Dark,walte, and wild, under the frown of Night
Starlels expos’d, and ever-threat ning {torms
Of Chaos bluft'ring reund, inclement fky ;
Save on that fide which frnm the wall of Heaven,
‘The' diftant far, fome fmall reflection gains
Of glimmering air, lefs vex’d with tempeft loud:
I!LTL walk’d the Fiend at large in {pacicus ﬁcldw
As when a vuiture, on Iinaus bred,
Whofe fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds,
Diflodging fromar an fearce of prey,
To gorge the flefh of lambs or yeaning kids
On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow'rds the
{prings

Of Ganges or Hydafpca, Indian ftreams;
But in his way'lights on the barren plains
Of Scricana, where Chinefes driyve
With fails and wind their cany wagpons light :
%o on this windy fea of land, the Fiend
Walk'd up and down alcme,beM on his prey ;
Alenc, for other creature in this place
Y.iving or lifelefs to be found was none ;
I\nm vet, but ftore hercafter from the Eﬂ.l’th

Up hither Like acreal vapours flew
Of all things tranfitory” and vain, when {in
With vanity had hil'd the works of men ;
Both all things vain, and all who m vain thlngs
Built their fond hnp-::s of glory, or lafting fame,
Qr happinefs in this or th’ other life;
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits
Of painful fuperftition and blind zeal
Nougrht feeking but the praife of men, here find
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ;
All th’ unaccomplith d works of Natare’s hand,
Abortive, monfirous, or unkindly mix d,
Diffolv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in van,
T1l finai diffolution, wander here,
Notintheneighhouringmoon,as fomehave dreath’d;
'Fhole argent fields more likely habitants,
"I'ranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold
Betwixt th’ angeiical and human kind.
Hither of ill-join’d fons and daughters born
Firft from the ancieat world thofe giants came
‘With many a vain exploit, tho' then renown’d :
'The buitders next of Babel on the plain
Of Sennaar, and {till with vain defign
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build
Others cume {ingle ; he who,to be deem’d
A god, leapt fondly into HEwmna fames,
Empedocles ; and he who to enjoy
Plato’s Elyfium, leapt into the {ea,
Cleombrotus; and many more too long,
Embryos and idiots, eremites and friers
White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery.
Here pilgrims roam, that ftruy’d {o far to {eck
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heaven
And they who, to be {ure of Paradifs,
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic,
Or in Francifcan think to pals difguis'd;
They pafs the planets fev'n, and pafs the fix'd,
And that ¢ryftalline {phere whofe balance weighs
The trepidation tallk’d, and that {irlt mov'd;
And now Saint Peter at Heav'n’s wicket feems
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot
Of Heav'n's afcent they lift their feet, when lo |
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A violent crofs wind from either coaft gl
Blows them tranfverfe ten thonfand leagues h‘pry
Into the devious air; then mlght e fee '
Cowls, hoods, and hablts, with theu' Wearers tnﬁ
And flutter’d into rags, then reliques, beads,
Indulgences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls,

The {port of winds: all thefe upwhlrl’d aloft

Fly o’cr the backfide of the world far off

]ntn a Limbo large and broad, fince call’d

‘The Paradife of Fools; to few unknnwn
Long after, now unpeopled and untrod. |
All this dark globe the Fiead found as he pafs’d,
And long he wander'd, till at laft a gleam -
Of dawning light tarn’d thither-ward in hafte
His travel’d fteps : far diftant he defcries
Afcending by degrees magnificent |

Up to the wall of Heav’n a {truéture high ;

At top whereof, but far more nt:h, apppar’d

The work as of a kingly palace gate,

With frontifpiece of diamond and gold
Embellifh’d ; thick with fparkling orient gems
The portal ﬁmnc, inimitable on earth

By model, or by fhading pencil drawn.

The ftairs were {uch as whereon Jacob faw
Angels afcending and defcending, bands

Of guardians bright when he from Efau fled -
"To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz

Dreaming by night under the open iky,

And waking cry'd, This is the gate of Heaven.
Each {tair m}rﬂermuﬂy was meant, nor ftood.
There always, but drawn up to heav'n foinetimes
Viewlefs, and underneath a hright fes ﬂnw'ﬁ

Of jalper, or of liquid pearl, whem S

Who after came from earth, failing arriv'd,
Waftcd by angels, or flew o’er the lake

Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery fteeds.

The ftairs were then let down, whethf:r to dare
The Fiend by ealy” afcent, or aggravate

His fad cxcluﬂun frnm the doors of blifs :

Dire& againft which open’d from béneath,

Juft o’er the blifsful feat of Paradife,

A paffage down to th’ Earth, a paffage wide,
Wider by far than that of after times

Over mount Sion, and, tho’ that were large,
Over the Promis’d Land, to God fo dear,

By which, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes,

On high behefts his angels to and fro

Pals'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard
From Paneos, the fount of Jordan's flond

To Beérfaba, where the Holy Land

Borders on Egypt and th’ Arabian fhore ;-

So wide the opening feem'd, where bounds were -
To darknefs fuch as bound the ocean wave. ™ [fet
Satan frem hence, now on the lower ftair '
That {cal'd by fteps of gold to Heaven gate
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view

Of all this world at once. As when a {cout
Through dark and defert ways with peril gone
All night, at laft by break of cheerful dawn
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill,
Which to his eye difcovers unaware

'The goodly profpe& of fome foreign land

Firft feen, or fome renown’d metropolis

With glift’ring fpires and pinnacles adorn’d,
Which pow the rifing fun gilds with his beamns s
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Such wonder feiz'd, the' after Heaven feen,

The Sp'rit malign, but much more envy feiz’d,
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair.

Round he furveys (and well might, where he flood
So bigh above the circling canopy

Of Night's extended fhade) from eaftern point
Of Libra to the fleecy ftar that bears
Andromeda far off Atlantic feas

Beyond th’ horizon ; then from pele to pole

He views in breadth, and without longer paufe
Downright into the world’s firft region throws
Kis flight precipitant, and winds with eafe
Through the pure marble air his oblique way
Amongit innumerable ftars, that thone

Etars diftant, but nigh hand feeni’d other worlds :
Or other worlds they feem’d, or happy ifles,

Like thofe Hefperian gardens fam’d of old,
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow’ry vales,
Thrice happy ifles, but who dwelt happy there
He ftay'd not to inquire : above them all

"The golden fun in fplendor likeft Heaven
Allur'd his eye : thither his courfe he bendg.
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down,
By centre, or eccentri¢, hard to tell,

Or longitude,} where the great lununary

Aloof the vulgar conficliations thick,

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due,
Difpenfeslight from far ; they, as they move
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute
Yays, months, and years, tow'rds his ali-cheering

Turn {wift their various motions, or are turn’d
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By his magnetic beam, that gently warms

"The univerfe, and to each inward part I

With gentle penetration, thongh unfeen,
Shoots invifible virtue ev’n to the deep ;

= 80 wondroufly was fot his ftation hright.

"There landsthe Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps
Aftronomer in the-{un’s luceat orb

Through hisglaz’d optic tube yet never faw. :

The place he found beyond expreffion bricht,
Compar’d with ought on earth, metal or ftone,
Not all parts like, but all alike inform'd

With radiant light, as glowing ir’n with fire
1f metd), part feem’d gold, part filver clear;
If ftone, carbuncle moft or cryfulite,

Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that thone

In Aaronsbreaft-plate, and a ftone belides
Imagin’d rather oft than elfewhere fven,
That fione, or like to that, which here below
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought,

in vain, thoagh by their powerful art they bind
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound,

In various fhapes old Proteus from the fea,
Drain’d through a limbec to his naked form.
‘What wonder then if fields, and repions, here
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch
"Th’ arch-chimic fun, fo far from us remote,
Produces, with terreftrial hurmour mix'd,
Here in the dark fo many precious things

Of colour glorious, and effc& fo rare !

Here matter new to gaze the devil met
Undazzled : far and wide his cye commands,
For fight no obftacle found here, or fhade,
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But ail fun-ihine ; as vghen his beams at noon

Culminate from th’ Hquator 3 as they now

Shot upward fill dire@, whence no way round

Shadow from body opaque can fall, and th’ air

(No where {o clear) tharpen’d his vifual ray

To objeéls diftant far, whereby he foon

Saw within ken a glorious anget ftand,

Tke fame whom John faw aifo in the fun -

His back was turn’d, but not hjs brightnefs hid-»

Of beaming fuany rays a golden tiag

Circl’d his head, nor lefs his locks behind

liluftrious on Lis thoulders, fledge with wings,

Lay waving round: on fome great charge em
ploy’d ‘

He feem’d, or fixt in cogitation deep,

Glad was the {pifit impure, as now in hape

To ind who might direét his wand riug ilight

To paradile, the happy feat of ran, -

His journey’s end, and our heginning woe.

But firft he cafts to change his proper fhape,

Which elfe might work him canger, or delay @

And now a firippling Cherub he appears,

Not of the prime, yet fuch ae in his face

Youth fmil’d celefiial, and to every limb

Suttable grace diffuf’d, fo well he feign’d.

Under a coronct his flowing hair

In curls on cither check play’d ; wings he wore

OF many a colour’d plume, fprink]’d with gold 3

His habit fit for {peed {ucciné ; and held

Before his decent tteps a filver wand.

He drew not nigh unheard, the angel bright,

E’er he drew nigh, his radiant vilage turn’d,

Admonith’d by his ear ; and-ftrait was known

Th’ arch-angel Uriel, one of the fev'n -

Who in God’s prefence neareft to his throne,

Stand ready at command, and are his cyes

That run through all the heav’ns, or down to the
earth

Bear iis iwift errands, over moilt and dry,

O’cr fea and land : bhim Satan thus accofts,

Urtel ! for thou of thofe fev’n fpirits that {tand
In fight of God’s high throne, glorioufly bright,
The firtt art wont His great authentic will
Interpreter through higheft heav'n to bring,
Where all his fons thy embaily attend:

And here art likelieft by fuprcme decree
Like honour to obtain ; and as his eye, -
T'o vifit oft this new creation round,
Unfpeakable defire to fee, and know .
All thefe his wondrous works, but chicly Man,” -
His chief delight and faveur ; him, for whom
All thefe s works fo wondrous he ordain’d,
Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim
Alone this wand’ring : brightef: Seraph! tell,

In whicli of all thefe jhining orbs hath man

His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none,

But ail thefe fhining orbs his cheice to dwell;
‘That I may find him, and with fecret gaze,

Or open admiration, him behold

On whorn the great Creator hath beftow’d
Woild, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour’d;
‘That both in him, and all things, as is meet, -
The univerfal maker we may praife ;

Who juitly hath driven out his rebel foes
Te deepelt Hell ; and, to repair that lofs,



Book IIT,
Created this new happy race of men,,
To ferve him better : wife are all his ways })
5o fpake the falfe diffembler unperceiv’d ;
For neither Man nor Angel can difcern
Hypocrify, the only evil that walks
Invilible, cxcept to God alone,
~ By his permiflive will, through heaven and carth -
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps
At wifdom’s gate, and to fimplicity ‘
Religns her charge, while goodnefs thinks ne ill
Where no il feemis) which now for once beguil’d
Uricl, though regent of the fun, and held
The fharpeft fighted fpirit of all in heav'n
Who to the fraudulent impoitor foul,
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus return’d,
Fair Angel! thy defire which tends to know
The works of God, thereby to glorify
+ "Yhe great work-mafter, leads to no excefs
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hithes
Irom thy impyreal manfion thus ajone,
*I'o witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps,
Contented with report, hear only in Heav'n :
For wonderful mdeed are all His works !
Pleafant to know, und worthicelt to be all
Had mn remembrance always with delight.
But, what created mind can comprehend
Their number, or the wifdom infin;te
"That brought them forth, buthid their caufes deep ?
I fuw when at His word the formlefs mafs,
This world’s material mould, came to 2 heap ;
Confufion heard His voice, and wild uproar
Stood rul’d, flood vaft infinitude confin’d:
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Till at His fecond bidding darknefs fled,

Light hone, and order from diforder {prung,
Swift to their feveral quarters hafted then

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire,
And this ethereal quinteffence of Heav'n '
Flew upward, {pirited with various forms,

That roll’d orbicular, and turn’d to ftars,-
Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move 5
Each had his place appointed, each his courfey
The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. |
Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide
With light from hence, tho’ byt reflected, thines &
‘That place is carth, the feat of Mans that light
His day, which elfe, as th’ other hemifphere,
Night wouid invade ; bat there the neighbouring

moon :

(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid
Timely interpofes, and her monthly round
Still ending, flill renewing through mid heav’n,
With borrow’d light her countenance triform :
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th’ earth,
And in her pale dominjon checks the nj
‘That fpot to which I point is Paradife,
Adam’s abode, thofe lofty fhades his bow’r s
Thy way thou can'ft not mifs, me mine requires,

Thus faid, he turn’d ; and Sgtan bowing low -
(As to {uperior fpirits is wont in heav'n, | -
Where honour due, and reverence none nepledds) -
Tookleave, and tow’rd the coaft of earth bencath, ™
Down from th’ ecliptic, fped with hop'd fuccefs,
Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel ;
Nor ftaid, till on Niphates’ top he lights. -

L
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- fear, envy, and defpair : but ac length confirms himfelf in evil, journeys on to Paradife, whofe oute -

"+ them to eat of, under penalty of death 3 and thereon intends to found

.
'L
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BOOK iv.

The Argument.

he undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into many doubts with himfelf, and many paflions§
ward profped and fituation is deferibed, overleaps the bounds, fits in the fhape of a cormorant on
the tree of Life, as higheft in the garden, to look about him. ‘The garden defcribed; Satan’s firft
fight of Adam and Eve; his wonder at their.excellent form and happy ftate, but with refolution to
work their fall ; overhears their difcourfe y thence gathers that the tree of Knowledge was forbidden
his temptation, by feducing
them to tranfgrefs ¢ then leaves them a while to know farther of their ftate by fome other means.
Meanwhile Uriel defcending on afun beam warns Gabriel (who had in charge the gate of Paradife)
that fome evil fpirit had efcaped the Deep, and paft at noon by his fphere in the thape of a good
Angel down to Paradife, difcovered afterwards by his furious geftures in the mournt : Gabriel pro-
mifes to find him e’er morning.  Night coming on, Adam and Eve difcourfe of going to their

vefl : their bower defcribed ; their evening worthip,  Gabricl drawing forth his hands of night

watch to walk the round of Paradife, appoints two ftrong Angels

to Adam’s bower, left the evil

fpirit thould be there doing fome harm to Adam or Eve flecping ; there they find him at the ear of

Eve, tempting her in 2 dream, and bring him, though uawilling,

to Gabriel; by whom!queftion’d,

he fcornfully anfwers, prepares refiftance, but, hinder'd by a gn from heav'n, flies out of Paradifc.,

O Fox that warning voice, which he who faw
Th* Apocalyps heard cry in Henv'n aloud,
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout,
Came furious down to be reven g'don mnen,

Wo to 1h' inbabitants on earih ! that now,

While time was, our firft parents Liad been warn'd
The coming of their fecret foe, and "feap’d,
Happily, fo *fcap’d his mortal fnare : for now
Satan, now firlt inflam’d with rage, came down,
‘The tempter er th accufer of mankind,

To wreck on innocent frail man his lofs

Of that firft battle, and hijs flight to I1ell .

Yet not rejoicing in his fpeed, the’ boid,

Far off and fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft,
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth
Now rolling boils in his turnultucus breal,

And like a devilifh engine back recols

| Upnn himfelf ; horror and doubt diftra&

His troubled thoughts, and frnm‘the bottom ftir
The Hell withia him : for withi) him Heli

[

e brings, and round about him, nor from Hell
' Une ftep no more than from bimfelf can fly
By change of place : now confuicnce wakes de-
fpair

That flumber'd, wakes the bittter memory
Of what he was, what 13, and what muft be,
Worfe ; of worfe deeds, worfe fuffering muft enfuc.
Sometimes tow’rds Eden, which now in his view
Lay pleafant, his griev'd look he fixes fad ;
Sometime tow’rds Heaven and the full-blazing
Which now fat high in his meridian tower : [{un,
Then much revolving, thus in fighs began ;

O theu that with lurpafling glory crown’d,
Look’ft from thy fole dominion like the God
Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the ftars
Hide their diminith’d heads 3 to thee I call,
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name,
O Sup, to tell thee how T hate thy heams,
That bring to my remembrance fron what {tate
I fell, how glorious once above thy {pherg

—_
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"Tiil pride and worfe ambition threw me dowa,
Warring in Heav'n againit Heav'n’s mzichlefs
King

Ah wherelore ! he deferv'd no {uch return

trom me, whom he created what I wus

In that bright eminence, and with his good

" Upbraided none 5 nor was his ferviee hard.

What could be lefs than to afflord him praife,

The eaficlt recompence, and pay ham tizinks,

Hlow due! vet all his good prov'd ill in ne,

And w rnught but malice 3 Lifted up fo high

I fileign’d fubjetion, and thnu;_‘ht one {tep higher

Would fet me high’lt, and in a moment quit

‘The delst iamende uf endlefs gratirude,

So burdenfome ftill paying, fill to owe,

Forgetiul what from lnm [ {tldl receav’d,

And underftond not that a grafeful nuiud

Ey owing owves not, but il pays, at once

Indehbted and difcharg’d 3 what burden then ?

O had his pow’rful dt:fhny ardun’d

#Ie fome inferior Angel, I had flood

‘Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais’d

Ambition.  Yet, why not ? {omc other Power

As rroat misht have afpir’d, and me, the’ mean,

Dravwn to his part; but nlhfr Pow’rs as ¢rreat

Iell not, but ﬂ.md unfhaken, from widun

Or imm without, to all temptations arm’d,

Hadlft thou the fume free will and pow'r to ftand ¢

‘Thou hadft; whom haft thou then, or what, t” ac~

cufe,

Rut Heav'n's {ree love dealt equally to all?
Be then his love accurs’d, fince love or hate,

‘T'o me alike, it deals cternal woe,

Nay curs’d be thouv ; fince aguinft his thy will
Chofe freely what it now {o jultly rues.

Me miferable! which way fhall I fiy

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpuir ¢

Which way I fiy is Hell 5 myiclf am Heil

And in the Joweft deep a lower deep

sull threat'ning to devour me opens wide,

'I'o which the Fell I fuffer feems o Heaven,

O then at laft relent @ is there no piace

Lelt for repentance, none for pardon left ?

None left but by fubmiffion 5 and that word
Difdain forbids me, and my dread of thanie
Amnong the Sp'rits beneatl, whom T feduc’d
With other promifes and ather vaunts

"M™win to fubmit, boalting 1 counld [ubdue

"Th {}mui]mtent. Ay me, they little know
How dearly I abide that boait {o vain,

Under what torments inwardly 1 groan,

‘While they adore me on the throne of Hell.
\With diadem und {ceptre high advanc’d,

'The lower {1l 1 fall; only fupreme

In mifery; fuch joy ambition finds.

But fay I could repent, and could obtain

By aét of grace my fermer ffatc ; how loon

Would hﬂghr recall high thoughts, how {oon unfay
What [eign’d fubmiffion fwore ! eafe would recant

Vows made in pain, as violent and void,

For never ¢an true reconcilement growy

Wlhere wounds of deadly hate haxep:r.-::rc d £ deep;
Wiich would but lead me to a worde relapfe
And meavicr fall ¢+ {o thould T purchafe dear

T 5
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This krows my pumfher therefore a8 far
From granting he, as I from begging peace:
All hope excluded” thus, behold inftedd

Cf us out-cait, exil’d, his new debght,

Mankind cr::zitf:d, and for him this wnrld.

Sa farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear,
Favewell remorfe ¢ all good to me is loft;
Evil be thow my good ; by thee at lealt
Divided empire with Heav'n's king I bold,
v thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ;
AsMan ¢'er lone, and this new world !ha]lknnw.;
Thus while he {puke, each paflion "dimm’d his
face
hrice chang’d with pale ire, envy, and dﬂfpalr
Which marr’d his borrow’d wi’age, and betray’d
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld.
For heav'nly minds from fuch diftempers foul
Are ever clear. Whereof he foon aware,
Each perinchation, fmooth’d with outward caIm
Artificer of {raud, and was the firlt
That practis’d f. aliehﬂnd under faintly fhew
Decp malice to copeeal, coueh’d w1th revenge :
Yet not enough had pradtis’d to deceive
Uriel once warn'd ; whofe eye purfued | him dowr'
T"he way he went, and on th® Affyrian mount
Saw him disfigur d more than cﬂuld befal
Spirit of huppy ﬁ:nrt his peftures fierce
He mark’d, and mad demcanour, ther alone,
As be {uppes’d, all unebferv’d, unfttn
So on he fares, and to the hnrder comes
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife,”
Now nearer, crowns with her inclofure gr:en,
As with a rural mound, the champion head
Of a ftcep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides
With thicket overgrown, grnttefquﬂ ind wild,’
Accefs deny'd ; and over head up grew
Infuperable height of loftieft fhade,
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching pa.lm
A fylvan {cene s and as thc ranks afcend
Sh !.df above fhade, 2 w oody theatre .
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher than their tops
The verd’rous wall of Pafadlfﬂ up fprung:
Which to our general {ire gave profpect large
Into his nether empire neighb’ring round .=
And higher than that walla circling row
Of gnndu,.i’t treess loaden with faireft fruit,
Blofoms and Truits at onee of golden hue,
Appear'd, with gay enamel’d tulours mixd s
O which the fun more glad impref’d his beains
Than in fair evening cloud, or humrd how,
When Godhath fhow’rd the earth; {o lnvﬂljr fecrn'd
That landtkip : And of piire, now purer air
Meets his uppruaﬂh and to the heart infpires
Vernal delight and joy, a2ble to drive
All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales,
Fanning their odoriferous wings, difpente
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole
T'hofe balmy fpoils. As when €o them who il
Beyond the Lﬂpe of Hope, and now are paft
Mozambic, off at fea north-ecaft winds blow
Sabean odotrs from the fplc fhore
Of Araby the blcft; with fuch delay [Iﬂagtle, |
Well plms d they flack their courfe, and many &
Lhcer"ri W1th th grateful {imcll, old Occan fmiles s
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Who ca’he their bane, though with them betrer

' Than Afmodéus with the fithy fume [ pleas’d
That drove him, tho’ enamour’d, from the ipoufe
©f Tohit's fon, and with a venprance fent -
From Media pnﬂ: to- Egypt, there faft bound.

Now to th” afcent of that fteep fuvage hill

Satun had journey’d on, penlive and flow

But further way found none, fo thick intwin'd,
As one continued brake, the underprowth -

. Of fhrubs and tangling buthes hud perplex’d

All path of man or beaft that pafs’d that way :

~ ©me gate there only was, and that leok’d ealt,

On th’ other fide; which, when th’ arch-felon
o faw,

-~ Dnie entrance he difdain’d, and in contemipt,

At one {lirht hound high over-leup’d all beund

Ot hill or higheft wall, and fheer within

Laghts on hisfeet, As when a prowling wolf,

- Whom hnnger drives to feck new haant {or prey,

. Wutching where fhepherds pen their flocks at eve
In hurdted cots amid the ficids fecure,

l.eaps o'er the fence with eafe ivtothe fold :

Or as 2 thief, bent t& wnhord the cafh

o fortfe rich burghir, whofe fubftantial doors,
Crof-*barr’d and bolted* faft, fear no affunlt,

In at thewindow clunbs, or o'er the tiles:

8o clomb thas firlt grand thief into God’s fold ;
“30 finte into his church lewd hirelings climb.
‘T'hence up he flew,. and on the tree of hife,

The mitddle tree, 2 nd higl"t[l there that grew,
Sat hike o cormorant 3 yet not true lie

Thearfeby reguin'd, hut {at devifiing death

To them who liv’ d nor #n the virtue thought
Of that life-giving plan* hut enly us'd

For profpeé, what, well ue'd, }md keenthe pledze

AOf nnmortality, bn tittle knmw

Any, but God slone, to value right

‘I'he geod betore him, but perverts befl things
‘T'o worfl abufe, or to their nseaneft ufe.

Beneath himy with new wonder now he views,
‘T'o all delight of human {unfe expos’d

In narrow room, Nature’s swhele weaith, yea more,
A 1¥eav’n on Earth ; for blifsful Paradite

Of GU% the g;lrdf.n was, by him in th’ cafl

Of Fden planted ::iu.n {treteh’d her line

From Avrab ealbward to the royal towers

Of Great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings,.

Qr where the fons of Eden long before

Pwelt in Telaffar : in this pleafant foil

~ His far more pleafant garden God ordain’d ;

»-Out of the fertile eround he caus’d to grow

All trees of nobleft kind, for fight, inell, tafte;

And all amid them ftood the tree of hite,

Hligh eminent, hlooming ambrolial fruie

Of vegetable gold 3 and nuxt fo lite,

Our death, the tree of knowledge grew faft by,

Hnowledge of good, bought deur by knowing ill.

southward through Eden weat a river large,

Nor chang’d his courle, but throngh the fhagpy

- hitl

Pals’d nnderneath ingulf’d ; for Ged had thrown

That moutitun as his garden mould high rais’d

Upon the rapid current, which throngh veins

0 porous carth with kindly thirft vp drawn,

Role a frefh fountain, and with nany a rill
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Water'd the garden; thence united fell
Down the fteep glade, and met the nether flood,
Which front his clmkfume pd.ﬁhgt noiv appears,
And now divided into four main ftreams,
Runs diverte, wand ' ring many a famous rcalm
And comntry, ‘whereof herc necds no account ;
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell,
How from that faphir fount the crifped brooks,.
Rolling on orient pearl und fands of gold
With mazy error ander pendent fhadcs,
Ran nedar, viliting ¢ach plant, and fcd
Flow'rs unrth}r of Paradie, which not nice Art
In heds and curious lenots, but Nuture boon
Pour'd forth profufe on hill, and dale, and plain,
Poth where the monuang fun firit warml}r {motc
The open {leld, and where the unpiere’d thade
Inbrown’d the tl{}ﬂ"l-tldﬁ bow’rs : Thus was this
A happy rural {eat ot vartous view j [place
Groves whefe rich treeswept odorous gums and
halm ¢
Others, whole {ruit burnifhed with gelden rind
Hung amiable, Hefperian fubies true,
if true, here only, and of delicibus tafte,
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flecks
Grazing the tender herb, were interposd :
Oy pahiuy hilloc, or the flow’ry lap
Of fome irriguous valley {pread her ftore :
filow’rs of all hue, and without thorn the rofe,
Another fide, embrageous grots, amd caves
I Of cool recefs, o’er which the mantling vine
Lays fortd her purple grape, and gently creeps
1.uxuriant ¢ mean while murm’ rmg waters fall
Down the flope hills, difper{’d or in a lake,
("LI’hat to the irmrred hank with myrtle crown’d
Her cryftal mirror holds) unite their {treams.
The birds their chotr apply @ airs, vernal airs,
sreathing the dmell of field and grove, attune
“T'he trambling leaves, while univer{al Pan,
" Knit with the Graces, and the Hours, in dance
Led on th' eternal fpring.  Not that faiwr ficld
Of Euma, where Proferpine gathering flow’rs,
Herlclf » fairer flow’r, by gidomip Dis
Was garcher’d 7 whith coft Ceres all that pamn
T'e feck her throngh the world ¢ nor that {wees
grove
Of Daphne by Orontes,and th’ infpir'd
Caftalian {pring, might with this Paradife
Of Eden ftrive s ner thar Nydan ifle
Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham,
(Whem Gentiles Ammon caH and Libyan Jove}
Hid Amalthea, and her florid fon
- Younx Bacchus, from his {tepdame Rhea’s eye
Nor where Abafiin Kings their iffue guard,
Mpount Amara (though this by fome fuppf.}f d
True Paradifc)-under the Athiop Line
By Nilus head, inclel’d with fhining rock, |
A whole day’s journey high; but wide remote
From this Aflyrian garden : where the fend-
Saw undthghtfd all delight, all kind
Of living creatures, new to fight, and firange,
T'wo of far nohler ﬂ’lapt, eredt and tall,
Godiile eredt ! with nztive henour clad
In noked majefty, feem’d lords of all ¢
And worthy feemi'd 3 for in their looks'divizse
e mmege of their glnrmus Maker fhon,

—
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Truth, wifdom, fan@itude fevere and pure ;
Severé, but in true filial freedom plac’y, _
Whence true authority in men : thougl both
Not cqual, as their fex not equal feem'd :

¥or contemplation he, and valour form'd ;
JLor loftnefs the, and fweet attradtive grace ;

He, for God only; fhe for God in him.

His fair larg: front, and eye fublime, declac’d
Ablolnte rule s and hyacinthin Jocks

Round from ks parted forelock munly hung
Cluitring, hut not beneath his fhoulders broad
She as a veil, down to the flender waift

H:.r unadorned golden trefles wore,
Disthevel'd 5 but in wanton ringlets wav'd,

As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd
Subjcction, but requir’d with gentle fway ;

And by her yielded, by him beft receiv’d :
Yiclded with coy fubmiilion, miodeft pride,

And fweet reludtant amarous delay. _

or thofe myfterious parts were then conceal’d

Then was not guilty thame, difhorelt thame

Of nature’s works ¢ horour difhoniourable !
Sin-bred ! how have ve troubl'd all mankind
With fhews in tend, mere Thews of {feeming pure,
And banilk’d from man’s Life his happieft life,,
Simplicity, and [potlefs innocence ?

So pafs'd they ndked on, nor fhun’d che fight

Of God or Angel, fot they thought no ill,

So hand in hand they pais'd, the lovelieft pair
That ever fince in love’s embraces met ;

Adum the goodlielt man of men fince born

His fons j the fnireft of her daughters Fve,
Under a tuft of thade, that on a green

Stood whifp'ring folt, by a frefh tountain fide
They fot them down ; and after no more toil
Of their fweet gard’ning tbour then fuffic’d
'T'o recommend cool zephyr, and made cafe
More caly, wholefome thirft and appetite

Morc prateful, to their fupport fruits they fell,
Neéterine fruits, which the compliant boughs
Yiclded them, fide-long as they fat reclie

On the foft downy bank damatk’d with Rowers 3
The favoury pulp they chew, and in the rind
Sull as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endeating fmiles
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as befeems

Fair couple, link’d in bappy nuptial league,
Alesp as they,  About them fritking play’d
All beafts of th’ earth, fince wild, and of all chafe
In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den;
Jporting the lion ramp’d, and in his paw
fﬁndlcd the kid ; bears, tigers, olinces, pards,
Gambol'd before them ; th' unwieldy elephant
To make them mirth, us’d all his might, and

. wteath'd

His lithe probefcis; clofe the ferpent fly
Infinuating, -wove with Gordian twine -

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile

Gave proof unheeded; others on the grafs .
Coich d, and now fill’d with pafture, gazing fat,
Or bedward ruminating 3 for the fun

Declin’d was hafting now with prone carreer
d'o th’ ocean ifles, and in th’ alcending feale

Of Heawn the ftars that uther cvening rofe :
When Satan, {till in gaze, as firft he flood,
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Bearce thus at length fail’d fpeech recover'd fud.

O Hell! what do mine eyes with grief behold
Into our room of blifs thus high advanc’'d
Creatures of other maould ; earth-born perhaps,
Not Ipirits; yet to heav’nly fpirits bright .

| dttle inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue

With wonder, and could love, folively fhines
In them divine refemblance, and fuch-grace |
The hand that form'd ’em on their fhape hath,
5 pnur’d. ;o ] |
Ah gentle pair! ye little think how nigh
Your change approaches; when all thefe delights
Will vanith, and deliver ye to woe ; ‘
More woe, the more vour tatte is now of joy s -
Happy ! but for fo happy ill fecur’d | |
l.org to continue ¢ and this high feat-your heav'n,
Ill-fenc’d for heav'n, to keep out fuch a foe
As now is enter’d: yet no purpos'd foe, ~
Lo you, whom I could pity thus forlorn, - |
Though 1 unpitied. League with you I feek,
And mutual amity, fo ftrait, fo clofe, _
That I with you mgft dwell; or you with me - |
Hencelorth 1 my dwelling haply may not pleafe,
Like this fair paradife, your fénfe ; yet fuch
Accept, your muaker’s work : he give it'me,
Which [ a¢ freely give : hell thall vnfold,
To entertain you two, her wideft gates, .
And fend forth ull her kings : there will be room, -
(Not like thefe narrow limits,) fo receive |
Your numerous offspring ; if no better place,
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge -
On you, who wrong me not, for him who wrong’d;
And fhould I at vour harmlefs innocence
Melt, (as I do) yet public reafon juft,
Flonour, and empire, with revenge inlarg’d,
By conqu'ring this new warld, compels me now |
To do, what clfe (though damn’d) ['fhould abhor. ©
So {pake the fiend ; and -with neceflity, |
{The tyrant’s plea) excu{’d his devilith deeds +
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree,
Down he alights among the fportfal herd
Of thdfe four footed kinds i himfelf now one, -
Now other, as theif thape ferv’d beft his end
Nearer to view his prey, and uticefpy’d, e
To mark what of their ftate he thore might learn,

By word, or a&ion mark’d : about them round,
A tion now he fialks with fiery glare s

Then, as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy*d,

in fome ]':mriieu,i two gentle fawns at play,

Strait couches clofe, then rifing: changes oft

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground,

Whence ruthing, he might fureft feize them both, - -é

Grip'd in each paw : when Adam, firft of men,

1o firlt of womer, Eve, thus meoving fpeech,

Turn'd him, all ear, to heat new utterance fow,
Sole partner, and fole part all thefe joys 3

Dearer thyfelf than all! needs muft the pow's

That made us, atrd for us this ample world,

Be infinitely good, and of His good

As hberal and free, as infinite, | |

That raif’d us from the duft, and plac’d ug here

In all this happinefs, who at His hand

Have nothing merited, nor can perform

Ought whereof he hath need : He! who tequires

From us no other fervice that to keep

T Y
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This one, this eafy charge, of all the trees

In Paradile, that bear delicicus fruit

So various, not to tafte that only tree

Of knowl=dge, planted by the tree of Jife :

30 near grows death to life, whate’er death is,

Some dreadful thing ne doubt; for well thou

know'{,

God hath pronounc'd it death to tafic that tree,

The enly fign of our obedience lelt f

Among fo many figns of pow'r and rule

Conferr’d upon us, und dominien given

Over all other ereatures that pofffs

Earth, air, and fea.  Then let us not think hard

Oune ealy prohibition, who enjoy

Iree leave fo larpe to all things elfe, and choice

Unlimited of manifold delighis :

But let us ever praifc him, and extol

His bounty, following our delightful tafk,

To prune thefe growing plunts, and tend thefo

flowers,

Which were it toilfome, yet with thee woere {wect,
To whem thus Eve reply’d. O thon for whom

And feonu whom 1 was {form’d, flefh of thy flefl,

And without whom am to no cnd, my guide

And head, what thou haft fuid is juft and right :

Yor we to Lim indeed all praifes owe,

And daily thanks; T chiefly, who culoy

50 far the bappicr lot, enjoying thee

Pre.eminent by {o much odds, whilc thou

Like confort to thyfelf canft no wiicre find,

That day T oft remember, when from fleep

Ifirft awak’d, and found myfelf revos’d

Uinder a thade on flow’rs, much wond'ring where

And what I waes whence thitherbrousht,and how:

Not diftant far frean thence a murn’rine found

Of waters iffued from a cave, and fpread

Into a liguid plain, then flocd unmov'd

Pure as th' expanfe of Tleav'n 3 I thither went

With unexperienc’d theught, and laid me down

On the green bank, to look into the clear

Smooth lake, that to me feem’d another iky.,

As 1 beat down to look, jult oppofite

A fhave within the watry gleam appear’d,

Bending to look on me 1 1 ftarted buck,

1t ftarted back ; hut pleas’d I foon return’d

Plcas'd it return’d as foon, with anfw’ring Jooks

Of fympathy and love ; there I had fix'd

Mine eyes till now, and pin’d with vain defire,

Had not a voice thus warn’d me; What thou feefl,

What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is thyfelf ;

With thee it came and goes : but follow me,

And { will bring thec where no fhadow ftays

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he

Whofe image thou art ; him thou fhalt cnjoy

Infeparably thine, to him fhalt hear

Multitudes like thyfelf, and thence he call’d

Mother of human race.  What could 1 do,

"Bt follow frait, invifibly thus led ?

- Till T efpy’d thee, fair indeed and tall,

Under a platﬁnc ; yet methought lefs fuir,

Lefs winning foft, lefs amiably mild,

Than that fmooth watry image : back | turn'd ;

Thou following cry’dft aloud, Return, fair Eve

‘Whom fly'# thou ! whom thou fiy’ft, of him thou
art,
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His fleth, bis bone ;5 to give thee being, | lent
Out of my fide te thee, neareft my heart,
Subftantis] life, to have thee by my fide
Fencelorth an individual folace dear s
Part of my foul I foek thee, and thee clajm
My other half; with that thy gentle haud
Seil"d mine ; I yielded, and from that time [ee
Hosr heauty 1s excell’d by menly price
And wifdeny, which alope is truly fair,
S0 fpake cur general mother, and with eyes
Of corjugal attridtion unreprev’d,
And meek furrender, half embracing lean’d
On ovr firft father ; half her fwcllmg breaft
Naled met his under the fowing oold
Gf her loole treffes hid @ he in dulight
Both of Lier beanty and fubmiflive charms
Smul'd with fuperior love, as Jupiter
On Juno fmiles, when he impregns the clouds
That ficd May flow’rs; and prefs’d her muatron
With kifles puie ¢ afide the Devil turn®d [lip
For envy s yet with jealous feer malign
Ey'd them afkance, and to himfeif thus plain’d,
Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus thefe two
imparadil’d v one another’s arms,
The happier Fden, fhall enjoy their £]1
Of blifs on blifs 3 while I to Hell am thruft,
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce deflre,
Among our other torments not the leaft,
Still unfelfiii’d with pain of longing pines.
Yet let me not forger what 1 have ouin’d
EFrom their own mouths ¢ all is not theirs it feems s
Oune fatsl tree there ftands, of knowledge call’d,
Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledyre forbidden ?
Sufpicions, reafoulefs.  Why fheuld their Lord
Invy them that? can it be {in to know ?
Can it be death? and do they only ftand
By ignorance ¢ is that their happy Rate,
The proof ef their obedience and their faith?
O fair foundation led whereon to build
Thew ruin | Hence T will excite their minds
With mere defire to know, and to reje
Hnvious commands, invented with defign
T'o keep them low, whem knowledge might exale
Faual with Gods @ afpiring to be fuch,
They tafte and diz : what likelier can enfue ?
Dut hrlt with narrow fearch I minft walk round
This garden, and uo corner leave unipy’d ; o
A chance, but chance may lead where I may Thect
bume wand'ring Spirit of Heav’n by fountain fide,
Ot in thick thade retir’d, from him to draw
What further would be learn’d.  Live while You
may,
Yet bappy pair; enjoy, 11l 1 return,
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed.
5o faying, his proud {lep he feornful turn’d,
But with fly circumfpediion, and began
Threngh wood, through walfle, o’er hill, o’er cale,
his roam, |
Mean while in utmoft longitude, where Heav'n
With carth and ocean mects, the fetting fun
Slowly defrended, and with right afpect
Againfl the eaftern gate of Paradife
Levell’d his evening rays: it was a rock
Of alabafter, pil'd up to the clouds, >
Confpicuous far, winding with onc afcent
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Acceflible from earth, one entrance high ; When Adam thus to Eve.  Fair Cetifurt, the
"I'he roft was cragey clff that overhung _1lmi1' e . |
still as it rofe, impoflible to climb. Ofnight, and all thungs now retir d to reft,
Betwixt thefe rocky pillers Gabriel fut, J Mind us of like repofe, fince God Hhath fet .
Chiel of th’ angelic guards, awaiting night ; Labour and reft, as di_’}‘ and night to men
. A}Juut him E}:t;l'ﬂi[}d hﬁ_l'ﬂ'ii: gﬂﬂlﬂﬂj SHCCEH‘l?ﬂ'ﬁ; -'.lI'l'il th": tl!'ﬂﬂl}" {IEWGf :[E'E_E-E' .I ; |
'Th’ unarm’d youth of Heav’n, but nigh at hand Now fﬁﬂﬂ_’lg with foft {lumbrous weight inclines 7
Celeftial armoury, thiclds, helms, and fpears, Our eye-lids : other creatures all day long
Hung high with diamond flaming, and with geld. | Rove kile unemploy’d, and lefs necd reft 3
‘Thither canke Uridd, gliding through the evea Man huth his d‘mly work of body er mind
On 2 fan beam, fwift as a thooting itar Appointed, which declares his dignity,
Jn autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir’d | And the regurd of Heav'n on all his ways,
lniprefs the air, and thews the mariner Whiice nthf:_r mug:mls unactive range,
Frapt what point of his compals to beware And of their comgs God takes no account..
Impetyous winds : Le thus began in hafte. To-morrow ¢’er frefh raoreng ftreak theeaft
Gabriel, to thee thy courfle by lot hath given With {refh approach of light, we muft be rifen,
Charge and i@ watch, that to this happy place | And at our pleafant labour to réform
No cuil thing approach or cnter in, Yon flow’ry arbors, }'_ﬂﬂdﬂf alleys green,
‘Uliis duy at height of ncen came to my fphere Our walle 2t noon, with hr'fu}ﬂhﬂs overgrown,
A {pirit, zealous, as he feem’d, 1o know, That mock our feant maburing, and require |
More of th’ Almighty’s works, and chicly Man, | More hands than ours to lop theirtvantnng‘@wth 2
Cod’s.lateft image : T deferib’d his way T"hole .hlﬂﬂﬂmﬁ alfo, and thofe drﬂpping gums,
Bent all on fpeed, and mark’d his airy gate s ‘T'hat lie beltrown unlightly and unfmooth,
But in the mount that Hes from Eden north, N Afk niddance, if we mean to tread with eafe;
Where he firft Lighted, foon difcern’d his looks Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids usreft;.
Alicn from Heav'n, with paflions foul obfeur’d : ''oe whom thus Eve with perfedt beauty a&pgq-"ﬂ
AHiie eye purfucd him fhill, but under thade My Auther and Difpofer, what thou bidft o
l.oft fight of him  one of the baniiht'd erew, Unargued 1 obey 5 fo God ordains ; o
1 foav, hath ventu'd from the deep, to raife Ged is thy law, thou mine: to know no more. =
New troubles; him thy care muft be 2o find, !s weman's happicht knowledge and he;-fpi;ﬁ' e
'I'o whont the winged warrior thus sewurn’d, With thee edhverfing, I forget all time; - .ol
Usiel, no wondor if thy perfect fight, All feafons and thelr change, all > alikey, "
Amid the [un's bright circde where thou fitd, Sweat 15 the breath of morn, her 1 et
See far and wide s m at this gare none pafs With "—“133-‘:111 of carlicft birds; plealan: fun,
"_[hﬂ vigilﬂﬂ‘:ﬂ hL’-I.'L': Pi-ﬂf_!d, bu; f‘uch a4 COIe When _fII'ﬂ' ol ihiﬁ- df]ightful lﬂﬂd hﬁ fPrEEdS ..:.1
Well knewn from Heav nyand fince meredian hour | I1is orlent beams, on herb, tree, fruit and flogeer,
No creature thence ; if Spirit of otlier {ort, Glii'ring with dew j fragrafit the fertile ﬁa‘th*
“o minded, have o’er-leap'd this earthy bounds Alter feft fhow'rs; and fiveet the coming on .
On rurpele, haed thou knoweft 1t to cxclude ﬂ'f_gi"ﬂtffﬂl cvening mild ; then ﬁlﬁﬂtﬂight_
Spiriiual iubftunce with corporeal bar, With this her felenm bird, and this fair Iﬁﬂﬂﬂ;
But i within the circuit of thefe walks, And thefe the gems of Heav'n, her ftarry train s -
In whatfoever fhupe he lurk, of whom But veither breatl of morn, when fre afcends
‘Ihou tell' ik, by morrow dawning I fhall know, With chiwrm of carliclt birds; nor rifing fyn
So promus’d he 5 and Uriel to his charge On this delightful lund ; nor herb, fruic, 8o ér,
Buturn'd on that biight beam, whelc polut now Gliil'ving with dew ; nor fragranci: dftul‘:ll::iﬁhwﬂ?s_;'.
raisd L INor pratcful evening mild ; “nor filent night |
are him flope downward to the fun now full’n With tals her folemn bird ; nor wallg by moon,
Eoreath th’ Azores; whether the prime orb, Or glittering flar-light, without thee is fwect,
Incredible ow fwikt, had thither roll’d EBut wherefore all night long fhine thefe? for
Diurnal, or this lefs volulnl earth, whom . o e
By thorter flight to th' caft, had 1=t him there This glorious fight, when fleep hath fhit all eyeg -
Arraving with refleéted purple and gold To whom cur general anceftor reply’d,
‘I'he cléuds that on his-weftern throne attend, Daugiter of God and Man, accomplifh’d Eve, - -
Now came [l evening on, and twilight gray Thels have thelr courie to (inifh mupﬂ_ qlf;;wﬂh, :
Had in her {ober Hvery all things clad ; By merrow evening, and from hﬂdtﬂbﬂd .y
bilence accompanied ; for beaft and bird, In order, though to nations yet unborn, =~ /.~
‘They to their grafly couch, thefe to their nefts Miuiftring light prepar’d, they fet and rife;
Were. flunk, ali but the wakeful nightingale ; Left total darknefs thould by night regain -
She all night long her amorous defcant fung ; Her old poffefion, and extinguifh life X
Silence was pleal’d : now glow’d the firmament | In naturc and all things, which thefe foft fireg
With living faphirs ; Hefperus, that led | Not only inlighten, but with kindly heat
'The ftarry hoft, rode brighteft, till the moon] Of various influence foment and warm,
Rifing in clouded majefty, at length Yemper or nourih, or i part thed down
Apparest queen naveil’d her peertefs lighe, Their ftellar virtue on all kinds that grow
And o'er the dark her filver mantle threw, On earth, made herchy apter to reccive
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Perfeflion from the fun’s more potent mv

Thefe then, though unbeheld in deep of mght

Shine hot in vaiir ; nor think, thuugh Men were
none, [praife :

That Heav’n would want {pectators, God want

Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth

Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep :

All thefe with céafelefs praife his works beheold

Both day and night : how often from: the {teep

Of echoing h.lIl of thicket have we heard '

Celeftisl voices to the midnight air,

Sole, or refpopfive each to others note,

Smgmg their’great Creator? oft in bands

While they keep witch, or nightly ronnding walk,

With héav nly touch of inftrumental {ounds

- In full harmnmc humber join’d, their fongs

Divide the night, and 11[1: our thuughts to Heaven.

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafs'd
. On to their blifsful bow'r ; it wus a place
Chos'n by the fovran Planter, when he fram’d
All t]'llll to Man’s delightful ufe ; the I'{lﬂf
Of thtckcﬁ covert wis inwoven fhade
Y.aure} and miyrtle, aitd what higher grew
Of firm and fragrant Teaf on either ﬁdﬂ '
Acanthus, and cach odorous bithy thrub
Fence'd up the veidant wall ; each bt:.mt:.nus flower,
Irm all hued, rofes, and ]eﬂanun ‘

"Rear'd hlgh thﬁu' flourith’d héads between, and
Mofiic ; ‘underfoot the violet, =~ [wru ught
Crocus, ‘and hyacinth, with nch inlay

Byoider’d the'grountd, thore colour’d than with
Of coftliclt emblen : other creature here, [ftone
Beaft, bird, itfedt, or worm, durft enter none;
Such wia their awe of Man, In Thadier bower
More facred and fequefter’d, though but feygn’d,
¢Pan or § l\ranus never {lept, nor ermph |

Nor I':a.unus haunted, Here'in clole recefs
'With flowers, gatlands, and {ivcet-fmelling herbs
Efpouled Eve deck’d firlt her nuptial bed,

And ‘heav'nly quires the hymengan fpng,

‘What day the genial Angél to our fire

Brought her i naked beduty more adorn’d,
More lovely than Pandota, whom the Gods
Endow'd with all their 1fts and O too like

In fad event, When ‘to- th‘ hnw:fer fonn

Of Japhet brong Kt by Hermes; e infnar’d
Mankind with her fiir looks, to beaveig’d

0:1 him who had ftole Iﬂvﬂ’k authentic ﬁu:

T Thus at their thady lodge arriv'd, both ftood,
Both turn’d, znd under ppen iky 4dur d -
The Ged that mudr: hﬂth ?lky, air, carth, and

* heaven,
‘Which they beheld, the moon's rtfp]cndent globe,
And farry pole “Thou alfo mad'{t the mgh' s
Maker eminipotent; ard thou the day, '
Which we isr oir' appointed work employ’ d
Have finifh'd, happy-in our Mutual belp
And mutgasl. lnve the erown of 2] cure bh{'a
Ordain'd b th:.:, and this delicious place,
¥or we'too large, wipere thy abuntance wants
Pdl’tﬂkﬂr&, #n uncrupt fa].ra t.,: vhe :rmund
But thou Lait promis'd frowm as twn a Tace.
To {ill the'earfli; who fhalt with us extol
‘Thy goodnefs in ﬁmt-., both when we wake,

As when wedeck, as now, thy gift of feep.

B ok ff;’.

This faid unanimeus, and other rites
Oblerving none, but adoration pute,
Which God likes beft, into their inmoft bower
Handed they ‘went 3 and eas’d the putting off’
Thefe troubleforme difgiifes which we wear,
Strait {ide by fide were laid ; nor turn'd I ween -
Adam from hu, fair fpoufe, nnr Eve thf: rites
Mpyfterions of connubial love refizs’d ;
Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk
Of purity, and place, and mnnocence,
Defaming as impure what Ged declares
Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all.
Our makf:r bids increafe ; who bids abltain
But our deftroyer, foe to God and Man?
Hail wedded love, myfterious law, true fource
Of human offspring, fole propricty
In paradife of all things common elfe.
By thee adult’rous luft wag driv’n from men
Ambong the beftial herds to range; by thee,
Founded in reafon, loyzl, jult and pure
Kelations dear, and all the charitics
Cf futher, fon, and brothér, firlt were known,
Far bé 1t, thut I fhould write thee {in or blame,
Or think thee unbefitting holieft place, .
Perpetual fountain of domeftic [weets,
Whoiebed 1s undefit’d and chafte pronounc’d,
Prefent, or paft, as faints und patriarchs ws’d.
Here love his golden ihafts employs, here lights
His conftant lamp, and waves his purple wings,
Reigns here and revels; not in the benght {mile
Of harlots, lovelefs, jnyiefs, u;.nind{:ar‘d, '
Cufual fruition j nor in court amours,
Mix’d dance, or wanton mafk, or midnight ball,
Or ferenate, which the ftarved lover {ings
T'o his proud fair, belt quitted with difdain.
Thefe uil’d by nightingales embracing flept,
And on their naked limbs the flow’ry roof
Show’rd rofes which the morn repain’d. Sleep on,
Bleft pair 3 and O yet happieft, if ye feck
No happicr fate, and know to know no more.
Now had night meafur’d with her fiadowy con¢
Half way up hill this vaft fublunar vault,
And for their ivory port the Cherebime
Forth iffuing at th! accu&ﬂm‘d hour {tood arm’d
'To their night watches in warlike parade,
When Gabriel to h;s next in pow'r thus {fpake :
Uzzicl, half thefe draw off, and ceaft the ﬁ? :
With firiGteft watch; thefe other wheel the nor::
Our circuit meets full weft,  As flame they part,
Half wheeling to the thicld, half to the fpear.
Yrom thefe, two ﬁrnng and fubtile Sp'rits he
call’ d | chargc :
That pear him ftood, and gave them thus in
Ithyriel and Zephon, with wing'd fpeed
Search through this garden leave unfﬂdrch’d ne
nook ;
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge,
Now laid perhaps afleep, fecure of harm.,
1'his ¢vening from the fun's dccline arriv d,
Who tells of fome infernal Epint feen -

' Hitherwardbent (whoconidhave thought?) efcap’ d
| 'i*he bars of Hell, an errgnd bad, no.deubt; -

Such where ye ﬁnd {cize fafl, and kither bring.
So faying,-on he lcd his raciant files, =
Dazz hng the meon ; thele to thr. bow's d;ru...
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Week TV, £p
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they | The weftern point, -‘where thofe half-rounding
found guards 3

Squat like a toad, clofe at the car of Eve,
Aflaying by his devilifh art to reach
The organs of her fancy’, and with them forge
lufions as he lift, phantafme and dreams,
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint
Th’ unimal fpirits that from pure blood arife
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence caife
At leaft difiemper’d, difcontented thoughts,
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defires,
Blown up with high conceits ingend’ring pride,
Fiin thusintent Ithunel, with his fpear,
Touch’d lightly ; for no fulivheod cun endure
Youch of celeftial temper, but returms
Of force to its own Likeucts ; up he fiarts,
Difcover’d and furpris’d.  Aswhen a fpurk
L.ights on » heap of nitrous powder, laid
Fit for the tun fome magazine to ftore,
Aguindt a rumour’d war, the fmutty grain,
With fudden blaze diffus’d, influmes ihe air:
So {tarted up, in his own thepe, the Fiend.
Back ftept thofe two fair Angcls, half amaz’d,
5o fudden to bebold the grifly king;
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoft him foon.
Which of thofe rebel Sp’rits adjudg’d to Hell
Com’ft thou, efcap’d thy prifon ? und transform’d,
Why fatft thou Hke an enemy in wait,
iere watching at the head of thefe that flcep ?
Know ye not then, fuid Satan, fill'd with feorn,
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once, no mate
For you, there {itting where ye durft not foar ;
Not to know me argues yourfclves unknown,
‘The lowvelt of your throng; or if ye know,
Why afk ye, and fuperfluons begin
Your meflage, like to ¢nd as much 1n vain ?
'T'o whom thus Zephon, anfw’ring feorn with
fcorn.
Think not, revolted Sp'rit, thy fhape the fame,
Or undiminith'd brightnefs to he known,
As when thou ftood’ft in heav’n,upright and pure ;
That glory then, whenthou no more waft good,
Departed from thee’; and thon refembleft now
Thy {in and place of doem, obfcure and foul.
But come; for thou, be fure, fhall give account
To hin who fent us, whofe charge isto keep
W'ﬁﬁ_ place inviolable, and thefc from harm.

So fpake the Cherub; and his grave rebuke,
Severe 10 youtkful beauty, added grace
Invincible : abafh’d the Devil ftood,

And felt how awful goodnefs is, and fuav
Virtue’ in her fhape how lovely ; faw and pin’d
s lofs 3 but chiefly to find here obfery’d
s luftre vilibly impair’d 5 ve: feem’d
DUndaunted.  If I muft contend, faid he,
Bell with the beft, the fender, not the fent,
Or all at once, more glory will be won,
Or lefs be loft.  Thy fear, faid Zcphon buld,
Will fave us trial what the Ieaft can do "
Single aguinft thee wicked, and thence weak,
The Fiend reply’d not, overcome with ruge s
,Butlike a proud fteed rein’d, went haughty on,
+ “Champing his iron curb : to firive or fi
- Heleldit vain ; awe from above had guell’d

$1is heart, not elfe difmay’d, Now drew they migh |

Jult met, and clofing ftood in fquadron join'd,
Awalting next command.  To whom their chief
Gabri€] from the front thus call’d aloud :
© friends, 1 hear the tread of nimble feet
Flaftingr this way, and now, by glitnipfe, difcern
Ithuricl und Zephon through the fhade,
And with them cotes a third of regal port, -
But faded fplendor wan; who, by kis gate
And freree demennour, feems the prince of Hell,
Not likely to purt hence without conteft ;
Standd -Brm 3 for in his look defiance lours.
He fcarce had ended, when thofetwo approach’d,
And bricf related whom they brought, whete
found - ;
tlow bufied, in-what form and peftare couch’d.
To whom, with flerg rogard, thus Gabriel |
ipake : {faréb’d
Why halt thou, ‘Satam, dwoke the bounds pree
Yo thy tranfgreflions, and difturb’d the chargs |
Of others, who approve not to transgrefs
By thy cxample, but have pow'rand right
T'o queltion thy bold entrance on this place ;
Employ'd, it {sems, to violate fleep, and thefe -
‘Whole dwelling God hath planted here in bligs?
To whom thus Satan, with contemyptuous brow =
Gubriel, thou hadft in Heav’n th” efteem of wift, |
And fuch I held thee; but this queltion afk'd, |
Puts me in doubt, Livesthere who loves his pain ?
Who would not, finding way, break loofe fromheli,
Tho’ thither doom’d ? Thou “wonldft thyfelf,
And boldly venture to whateves plaice  {doubs,
Farthelt from pain, where thon might'ft hope te
change -
Torment with eafe, and fooneft reecompenfe .~ .
Dole with delight, whichin this place I fought 3
Lo thee no reafon, whe know’it only good,
But evil haft not try’d : and wilt objed
His will who bound us? et him furer bar
His iron gates, if he intends ousr fray
In that dark durance : thus much what wasafk'd, |
The reft is true; they found me where thj:'z fay;
But that implies not wiolence or harm.
‘Thus he in ftorn, The warlike Angel mov'd,
Difdainfully, half fmiling, thus reply’d.
O lofs of one in Heav'n, to judge of wife,
Since Satan fell, whom foliy overthrew,
And now returns him, from his prifon "{cap’d
Crawely in doubt, whether to hold them wifs -
Or not who afk what boldnefs brought him
hither,
Unlicenc’d, from his bounds in Hell preferib’d;
So wife he judges it to fiy from pain, '
However, and to *fcape his punithment.
5o judge thou ftifl, prefumptuous, till the wrath,
Which thow incurr’ft by flying, meet thy flight
Sev’nfold, and feonrge that wifdom back to Hell,
Which tuught thee yet no better, that no pain
Cun equal anger infinite provok'd,
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee
Came not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them
Lefs pain, lefs to be fledd? or thou than they
{.efs hardy to endure ? courageous Chief,
The firlt in flight from pain. Eadft thou allee’d
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To thy deferted hof this caufe of fiight, Proud Limitary Cherab ; but ¢'er then
"Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. [firn, | Far heaver load thyfelf u-:pr.,ut to feel

To. '“'hlﬂh the Fiend thus anfwer'd, frowning ! From my prevailing aim, tho' Heaven's King
Not that I lefs endure, or fhrink {rom pain, Ride on thy wings, and thon, with thy compeers,

Infulting Apgel; well thou know'ft, 1 ftoed 17s’d to the yoke, draw’ft bis triumphant whoecls
. 'Thy ﬁerc:ﬁ when m battle to thy aid in progreis through the road of Heav'n ftur-
) he blafting voliied thunder madc all {peed, nav'd,
~ And fﬂcunded thy elfe not dreaded fpear ' \ihile thus he fpake,th’angelic Ljuadron brighe
- But Ml thy wurds at random, as before, - '1'111'11’:1 fiery red, fharp’ g in mocn’d heros
« Arpgue thy inexperience what behoves - § Thew phalanx, and began to hem Lim round
© ¥rom hard aflays and ill fuccefles paft With pu‘l,tﬂd fpears, asthick 3s when a ficld
_ A faithful leader, not to hazard .ﬂi Of Ceres'ripe for harvelt waving bends
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry’d . Fer bearded grove of ears, which w ay the wind
1 thert:fﬂre, 1 alone htlk undertook Hwaysthﬁm;theua.refulpiuughmandnuhting ftands,
‘To wing the defolate abyfs, and fﬂ}T Left on tifz threfhing Roor his hopeful fheaves
This new created world, whereof in Hell Prove chail. On t'other fide, Satan elarm’d,
Tame is not filent, here in hope to find Collcéting all his might, dilated ftopd,
Better abode, and my afilicted Powers Like Tererniff or Atlas unremov'd :
.o fettle here on earth or in nyd Rir; His {tature reuch’d the fky, and on his creft
-Tho' for poliefiion put to try once mcre Sat horrer phua’d ; nor wanted in his grafp
‘What thnu and thy-gay legions dare againt ; What feene’d both {pear apd fhield 1 now dread-
‘Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve tf wir Lnrd ful deeds
. High up in Heav'n, w‘lth forgs to hymn  his § Might have enfu'd, nor only Paradile
~ throne, In this conunoticn, but the ftarry cope
And practic’d diftances to cringe, not fight. Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the elements
To whom the warrior angel {vun reply’d. At leadt had gene to wreck, difturb’d and toW
'To {ay, and ftrajt unfay, pretending frlt With violence of this conflict, had not foen
- Witie to fly pain, profefling next the {py, 'Th’ Eternal, to prevent fuch Lorrid fray, - -
Arpues no leader, but a liar trac’d, Hung forth in IIE v'u liis golden feales, yet feen
- Satan, and couldft thou fzithful add ? O name, . { Bet wixt Aftrea and the Scorpion fign,
, O facred name of faithfulnefs profanid! Wherein all thibgs created firlt he welgh'd,
- ¥aithful to whem? to tiiy rebellious crew ? ‘T'he pendulous round earth, with balanc’d air
. Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. Lu counterpoife, now ponders all events,
Was this your difcipline and fuith engapg’d, Battles und realing ¢ in thele he put two weighte,
Your mulitary obedience, to diffolve ‘The fequel cach of parting and ef ﬁght

And thou, {ly hypocrite, w]m now wouldlt feecn | Whizh Gabriel fpving, thus befhake the Fiend,

Vatron of llhert'f, who more than thou - Satan, 1lknow thy flrength, ulld thou know i

Allepiance to th'’ acknuwlﬂd 'd Power Supremne i T he latter quick ip fle s and kick’d the beam;
Once fawn’d, and cring’d, and fervily eder’d l niine ;

Heav'ps awful monarch ! wherefore but in hope | Nreither our DWH but giv'n; what. fuﬂ then

To difpoficls him, and thyfelf to reign ? ' L'o boalt what arms can do ? fince Eh.lh: 110 more
- Bot mark what I arreed thee now. Avant; 'Than Heav'n permits, nor mme, though deoubled

Bly thuthcr whence thou fledft @ if from thl:-hﬂLI’ now,

Witlo-thefe hallow’d limits thou appesr, . 1 To trample thef* as mire : for proof, look up,
Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chain’d, And read thy lot in yon celeftial fign, [wezk,
And feal thee {o, as henceforth not to fecor b Where thou ars weigh'd, and fhewn how light, how
‘T'he facile gates of Hclitoo flightly barr’d.  Tf thou refift. The Fiend lock’d up, and kuew
So threaten'd he 3 but Satan to no threats His miounted fcale uloft ; nor merg ; but fled
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, reply’d. { Murm'ring, und wa.th hnn ﬂf..d the ﬂ‘ddfb of mﬁh*

‘Then, whenl am thy captive, talle of chains,
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BEOOX V,

The Argument.

Morning approached, Eve rclates to Adam her troublefome dream ; he likes it not, yet comforts fer ¢
They come forth to their day lubours : 'Their morning hymn at the door of their bower : God,
to render man incxcufable, fends Raphael to admonifh him of his obedience, of bhis free eftate, of
his citemy near at band, who he is, and why his enemy, and whatever elfc may avail Adam to
know. Raphael conmes down to Paradife ; his appearance deferibed 3 his coming difcerned by Adasix
afar off, fitting at the door of his bower ; he goes out to meet him, brings him to his lodge, enter-
rains him with the choicelt fruits of Paradife, got together by Eve; their difcourfe at table Ra-

]

phacl performs his meflage, nunds Adam of his flate and of his enemy 5 relates, at Adam's requeft;
who that enemy is, and how he came to be fo, beginning from his firft révolt in Heaven, and the
occafion thereof ; how he drew his legions after him to the parts of the north, m&ﬂﬂﬁe&incitcd
them te rebel with him, perfuading all but only Abdiel a Seraph, whe in argumert difluades and
oppoles lum 3 then forfakes him,

Now morm her rofy fteps in th’ eaficrn clime 0O fole, in whom my theughts find all repofc,

- Advancing, fow’d the vargh with orient pearl, My glory, my perfeion, glad I fee
When Adam wak’d, {o cuflom'’d ; for his fleep Thy face, and morn return’d ; for I this night
Was airy light, from pure digeftion bred, (Such night til] this I never pafs’d) have dream’d,
And temp’rate vapours bland, which th’ only | If dream’d, not as I oft am wont, of thee,

found Works of day paft, or morrow’s next defign —

Of leaves and fumine rills, Aurora’ fam, But of offence and trouble, which my mind
Lightly difpers’d, and the thrill matin fong Knew never till this irkfome night : Methought
Of birds on every hough 3 {o much the more Clofe ot mine car one call'd me forth to walk
Mwnndtr was to find unwaken'd Eve, With pentle veice, 1 thought it thine; it faid,
With trefles difcompos’d, and glowing cheek, Why ileep’ft thou; Eve? now is the pleafint time,
As through unquict reft : he on his fide The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields
Leaning, hoif-ruis’d, with looks of cordiallove | To the night-warhiing bird, that row awake
Hung over Ler enamour’d, and beheld Tunes fwecteft his love-labour’d fong ; now reigns
Beaury, which, whether waking or afleep, ¥ull orb’d the maon, and with more pleafing Light
Shot farth peculior graces; then with votce Shadowy fets off the fuce of things; in vain,
Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, If none regard ; Heav'n wakes with 21l his eyes,
Her hand foft touching, whifper'd thus: Awake, | Whom to behold but thee, Nature’s defire?

- My faireft, my efpous’d, my lateft found, In whofe fight all things joy, with ravifhiment

~ Heav'n’s laft beflt gift, my cver new delight, Attracted by thy beauty #ill to gaze.

i Awakey the morning fhines, and the frefh field 11 rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ;

¢ Calls us; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring | To find thee 1 dire@ed then my walk;

E Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, | And on, methought, alone I pafs’d through ways

" What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, | ‘That brought me on a fudden to the tree

. How Nature paints her colours, how the bee Of interdicted knowledge ¢ fair it feem’d,

. Sits ou the bloom, extrading liquid fiveet. Much fairer to my fancy than by day : -

E‘ Such whifp’ring wak'd her, but with ftartled eye | And as 1 wond’ring look’d, befide it flood [ven

?n Adum, whom embracing, thus fhe f] pake, t One fhap’d and wing’dlike one of thofe from Hcs-
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By us olt feen ; his dewsy locks diftill’d
Ambrofia ; on that tree he alfo gaz'd ;
Axnd, O fair plant | faid he, with fruit furcharg'd,
~ Deigns none to eale thy load, and tafte thy fweet,
 Mor God, mor Man ? is knowledge o defpis’d ?
* Orenvy', or what gcfcrve forbids to tafte ?
‘Forbid who will, none thall from me withhold
d.onger thy offer’d good ; why clfe {et heye?
‘Thus faid, he paus’d not, but, with vent’'rous arm,
He pluck’d, he tafted ; me damp horror chill’d
At fuch bold wards, vouch’d with a deed fo bold :
But he thus, overjoy’d ; O fruit divine !
Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt,
¥orbidden here, it (eems, as only fit
#or {rods, yet able to make Gods of Men :
And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more
Lommunicated, more abundant graws,
"The Author not imypair’d, but honour’d more ?
¥ere, happy creature, fair angelic Eve,
Partake thoa alfo, happy tho’ thou art,
Happier thou may'ft be, wortdier canit not be ;
Taite this, and be henceforth among the Gods,
Thylelf a Goddefs, not to earth confin’d,
Eut fometimes in the air, as we fometimes
Afcend to Heav'n, by mernt thine, und fee
What life the Gods live there,and fuch live thou.
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held,
Ev'n to my mouth of that fame fruit held part,
Which he had pluck’d; the pleafant favoury fmell
So quicken’d appetite, that 1, methought,
Cauld not but tajte. Forthwith up to the douds
With him I flew, and underneath beheld
"Fhe carth outftretch’d immenfe, a profpeét wide
And various : wond’ring at my flight and change
T'a this high exaltation ; fuddenly
Myguide was gone, and I, methought, funk down,
And fell afleep; but O how glad I wak'd,
‘To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her night
Related, and thus Adam anfwer’d {ad.
Beft image of myfelf, and dearer half,
The troublc of thy thoughts this night in fleep
Affedts me equally; nor can I like
'Fhis ghcouth dream, of evil fprung I fear;
Yet ovil whence ? in thee can harbour none,
Created purc.  But know that in the foul
Are many lefler faculties, that ferve
Reafon as chict : among thefe fancy next
Her office holds ; of all external things
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefent,
She forms imaginations, airy fhapes,
Which reafon joining or disjoining, frames
All what we’ affirm or what deny, and call
- Qur knowledge or opinion; then retires
Into her private cell when Nature refls.
Oft in her ablence mimic fancy wakes
Yo imitate her ; but misjeining fhapes,
Wild waorks produces oft, and meft in drcams,
I matching words and deeds loag paft or late.
Some fuch refemblances, methinks, I find
Qf our laft evening’s talk, in this thy dream,
But with addition ftrange ; yet be not fad,
Evil into the mind of God or Man
May come and go, fo unapprov’d, and leave
No(pot or blame behind ;: Which sives nie hope
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Waking thou never wilt confent ta do.

Be not difhearten’d then, nor cloud thofe looks,

‘T'hat wont to be more cheerful and ferene,

Than when fair morning firft finiles on the worlds s

Ard let us to our frefh employmeuts rife ’

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers,

That open now their choiceft bofom’d fmells,

Referv'd from night, and kept for thee in ftore.
S0 cheer’d -he hisfair{pouic,and fhe was cheer'd,

But filently a gentle tear let fall ®

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair;

Two other precious drops that ready ftood,

Each i their cryftal {luce, he, ¢’er they fell,

Kifs’d, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe

And pious awe, that fear’d to have offended.

So all was clear’d, and to the field they haite,

But firft, from under fhady arb’rous roof,

Soon as they forth were come to open fight

Of day-fpring, and the fun, whe fcarce up rifen,

‘With wheels yet hovering o’cr the ocean brim,

Shot parallel to the esrth bis dewy ray,

Difcowering in wide landikip all the calt

Of Paradife, and Eden’s happy plains,

{.owly they bow'd, adoring, and began

Their orilons, each mornmg duly pmd

In various ftiles for neither various ftile

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife

Thetr Maker, in fit ftrains pronounc’d or fung

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence

Flow’d from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe,

More tuneable than nceded lute or harp

'To add more fweetnefs; and they thus began.
Theie are thy glorious works, Parent of Good, ;

Almighty ; thine this univerfal frame, o

"Thus wond’rous fair; thyfelf how wond’rous then!

Unfpeakable, who {itft above thefe heavens |

To us inwifible, or dimly feen

In thefe thy loweft works 3 yet thefe declare

Thy goadnefs beyond thought, and pow’s divine,

Speak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light,

Angels ; for yc behold him, and with fongs

And choral {ymphonies, day without night,

Circle his throne, rejoicing 3 ye in Heaven,

On earth join all ye creatures to extol

Him Arft, him [afl, himr mid#, and without end.

Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of nighs,

If better thou belong not to the dawn, [nwpe

Sure pledge of day, that crown't the {fiung

With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere,

While day arifes, that {sweet hour of prime. |

Thou Sun, of this great sorld both eye and foul,

Acknowledge him thy greater, found his praife

In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climb’ft,

And when high noon hatt gain’d, and when thou

fail’ft.

Moon, that now meet’{t the orient fun, now fiy'ft,

With the fix’d ftars, fix’d in their orb that flics,

‘And ye five other wand’ring fires that move

In myftic dance, not without {ong, refound

His pruife, who out of darknefs call’d up light,

Air, and ye¢ Elements, the eldeft birth

Of Nature’s womb, thatin quaternion run

Perpetual circle, multiform, and nux

{ And nouriflt all things: let your cealel®s changa.y
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Ve mifts and exhalations that now rife
From hill or fteaming lake, dulky or grey,
71’31l the fun paiut your fleecy fiirts with gold,
Yn honour to the world’s great Author rife,
Whether to decl with clouds th’ uncelour’d ky,
Or wet the thirfty carth with fulling fthowers,
Rifing or falling, ftill advance his pruaile. |
- His praile, ye winds, that from four quarters blow,
Breathe foft or loud; and wave your tops, ¥¢
Pincs,”
With every plant, in fign of worfhip wave.
Fountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow,
WMelodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife.
Join voices, zll ye living fouls : ye Birds,
That, finging, up to Hoaven gate afcend,
Bedr on your wings, and in your notes his praife,
Ve that in waters glide, and ye that walk
The earth, and Ratcly tread, or lowly creep ;
Witnefs if | be filent, morn, or ¢vel,
To kill or valiey, fountain or frefh fhade,
Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife.
Hail! univerfal Lord, be bounteous fill
To give us only good ; and if the night
'Have gather’d ought of evil, or copceal’d,
Difperic it, as now light difpels the dark. ®
- So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts
Firm peace recover'd foon, and wonted calm.
i On to their morning’s rural work they halte
" Among fweet dews and flow'rs; where any row
Of fruit-trees over-woody reach’d too far
Their pamper'd boughs, and nceded hands to check
Fruitlefs embraces 3 or they led the vine
To wed her elm : {he fpous'd about him twines
‘Her marriageable arms, and with her brings
Her dow'r th’ adopted cluiters, to adorn
His barren leaves. - ‘Them thus employ’d beheld
With pity Heav'n’s high King, ant to him call’d
Raphael, the fociable Sp'rit, that deign’d
T'o travel with Tobias, and fecur'd
His marriage with the fev'n times wedded maid.
Raphael, faid he, thou hear’ft what ftir on Earth
Satan {rom Hell *fcap’d through the darklome gulf
~ Hath rais’d in Paradife, and how difturb’d
" This night the human pair, bow he defigns
1o them at once to ruin ail mankind, ,
_Go therefore, half this day, as friend with {riend,
™xquerfe with Adam in what bow’r or fhade
Tial findt him, from the heat of noon retir'd,
To refpite his day-labour with repatt,
Or with repofe; and fuch difcour{e bring on
As may advife him of his happy ftate,
Happinefs in bis pow'r left free to will,
- Left to his own free will, his will tho’ free,
| Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware
{ He fwerve not too fecure ¢ tell him withal
" His danger, and from whom; what enemy,
Late fall'n himfelf from Heav'n, is plotting now
‘The fall of others irom like ftate of blifs;
:By violence ? no; for that fhall be withftood ;
" But by deceit and lies; this let him know,
“Left, witfully tranfgrefling, he pretend
“Surprifal, unadmonifh’d, unforewarn’d.
,© 8o fpake th’ eternal Father, and fulfill'd
w juftice : nor delay’d the winged Sant
et o i s kit from arnong
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Thoufand celeftial Ardors, where he fteod [Hghts

Veil’d with his gorgeous wings, Up foringing

Flew through the midft of Heav'n ; th’ angelig
qUires, -

On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way

Through all th’ empyreal road; till at the gate

Of Heav'n arriv’d, the gate felf-open’d wide,

On golden hinges turning, as by work

Diivine, the Sovereign archite& had fram’d,

¥rom hence #o cloud, or, to obitruct his fight,

Star interpos’d, however {mall he {ees,

Not unconform to other fhining globes,

Earth, and the gard'n -of God, with cedars
crown’d

Above all hills. .As when by night the glals

Of Calileo, lefs affur’d, oblerves

Imagin’d lands and regions in the meon

Or pilot, from amidit the Cyclades,

Delos or Samos, firlt appearing, kens

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flighe -

He {peeds, and through the vaft cthereal fky

Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteady
wing.

Now on the polar winds, then with guick fan

Winnows the buzxom air ; till within foar

| Of tow’ring eagles, to’ all the fowls he feems *

A Pheenix, gaz'd by all, as that fole bird,

When to infhrine his reliques in the fun’s

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies,

At once on th’eaftern cliff of Paradile

He lights, and to his proper fhape retwrna’ - . - |

A Seraph wing’d; fix wings he wors, &6 fkade

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad -

Fach fhoulder broad, came mmantling o’er his

With regal ornament; the middle pair  Ibreall

Girt like 2 ftarry zone his wafte, and round

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold

And colours dipt in Heav'n; the third his feet

Shadow’d from either heel with feather'd mail,

Sky-tin@ur'd grain. Like Maia’s fon he ltood,

And ﬂ;mkdhis plumes, that heav'nly fragrance

Al - o

The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands

Of Angels under watch; and to his ftate, -

And to his meffage highin honour rife §

For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound.

Their glittering tents be pafe’d, and now is como

Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh,

And figs'ring odours, cafha, nard, and baln;

A wildernefs of {weets; for Nature here

Wanton’d as in her prime, and play'd at will

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet,

Wwild above rule or art; enormous blifs,

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come

Adam difcern’d, as.in the door he fat .

Of his cool bow’t, while now the mounted fun

Shot down dire& his fervid rays to warm [nceds 3

Earth’s inmoft womb, more warmth than Adam,

And Eve within, due at her hour prepard

Yor dinner favoury fruits, of tafte to pleafe

True appetite, and pot difrelifh thirft.  [ftream,

Of neét’'rous draughts between, -+

Berry or grape : to whom thus Adam call’d.
Hafte hither, Eve, and worth thy fight behold

Eaftward among thofe trees, what glerious fhaps
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Comes this way moving; {eems another morn
Ris'n or mid-noon ; fome great beheft from Hea
ven
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe
- This day tq be our gueft, But go with fpeed,
And what thy flores contuin, bring forth, and
Abundance, fit to honour and receive {pour
Our heav’nly firanger : well we may afford
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow
From largs beftow’d, where Nature multiplies
Her fertile growth, and by difburd'ning grows
More fruid%lr, which inftruds ue not to {pure.
Toe whom thus Eve. Adam, earth’s hallow’d
mou!d,
Of God infpir’d, fmall ftore will forve, where ftore,
All fealons, ripe for ufe, hangs on the ftalk -
bave what by frugal foring firmnefs gains
To nourith, fyperfluous moift confumes ;
But T will hmfte, and from each bough and brake,
Fach piant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch chojce
T'c eatertain our Angel gueit, as he
. Beholding thall gonfefs, that here on earth
God hath difpeds’d Liis bounties as in Ieaven,
So faying, wirh difpetchiul looks in hafte
She turns, on hefpitable thoughts intent,
W hat choice to choofe § delicacy beft,
What order, {p corerivd as not to mix
‘Taftes, not weil join’d, welegant, but bring
‘Tafte ser tafte ppheld with kindlicft change ;
Befttrs her then, and from each tender ftalk
Whatever Earth, all-bearing mother, yiclds
In India Laft or Wefly or. middle fhore
In Pontus or the Punic coaft, or where
Alcinous reign’d, fruit of all kinds, in coat ,
Rough or fmeath #in’d, or bearded hulk, or fhell,
- She gathers, tribute Jarge, and on the board .
Heaps with uhfparsing hand; for drink the grape
She ciufligs, inoffenfive mul, and meaths
From manyabetry’,and from fweet kernels prefs’d
She tempers duleet creams ; nor theft to hold
:Wants her fit veflels pure ; then firows the ground
With rofe and odours from the fhrub unfum’d,
. Meaniwhile ¢ur primitive great fire, to meet
His "pod-like gueR, walks forth, without more
s
HAccompanied than with his own complete
Perfettions in himfelf was all his {tate,
More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits
Op princes, when their rich retinue long
Of horfes led, and grooms befmear’d with gold,
Dazzles the crowd, and fets then all agape,
Nearer his prefence Adam, tho’ net aw’d,
Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek,
As to’ a fuperior nature, bowing low, : |
Thus faid.  Native of Heav'n, for other place
Nooe can than Heav'n fuch glorious fhape con-
tan; .
fince by defoending from the thrones above,
Thofe happy places thou haft deign’d a while
To want, and honour thefe, vouchfafe with us
, Two’ only, who yet by fov’reign gift pofiefs
“This fpaciotrs ground, in yonder fhady bower
To reft, and what the garden choiceft bears
To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat
Be over, and the fun more cool decline,
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Whoem thus th’ angclic Virtue anfwer'd mild,
Adam; I therelore canmie 3 nor zst thou fuch
Created, or {uch pluce haft here to dwell,

As nray not oft invite, the’ Sp'rits of Heaven,

To vifit thee ; lead on then where thy hower

O’crihades ; for thefe mid-hours, til) ev'ning rile,

| have at will. So to the fylvan lodge

They came, that like Pomona’s arbour finil’d

With flow'rets deck’d and fru grant foiclls; bat

Eve o

Undeck'd, fave with herfelf, more lovely fair

Than Wood-Nymph,or the faireft Goddefs feign’d

Of three that in mount Ida naked trrove,

Stood to’ entertain her gruelt from heawlu ;) ne veil

She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infigny,

Alter'd her cheek.,  On whom the Angel Hail

Beftow’d, the holy falutation us’d o

Long after to bleft Mary, {ccond Eve, B )
Hail Mother of Mankind, whole frujtful womb

Shall fill the world more numerous with thy ons,

Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God

Have heap’d this table. Rais’d of grafly turf

Their table was, and moffy feats had ges d,;

And on her ample fquare from fide to #de -
i autumn pil’d, tho’ fpring and autumn here
¢nc’d hand in band. A while difcourfe they

hold : ~

No fear left dinner cool; when thusg be _

Qur author. Heav'nly {tranger, pleefe to tafte

Thefe bounties, which our iovrifker, from whom

All perfe& good, unmeafur’d out, defcends,

To us for food and for delight hath caus'd

1he earth to yield; unfavoury food periiaps

To fpiritual natores; only this I know,

That one celeftial Yather gives to all,

To whom the angel.  Thercfore what le gives
(Whofe praife w- ever fung) to Mun in part
spiritual, may ot pureft Sp'rits be {ound
No® ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure
Intelitgential {ubftances require, i
As doth your ratioral ; and both contain
Within them every lower faculty [tafte
Of fenfe, whereby they Lear, {ee, Imell, touch
Tulting concodt, digeft, afiimilate,

And corporeal to incorporeal turn.

For know, whatever was created, necde ™

To be fultain’d and fed ; of elements

The grofler feeds the purer, carth the fep, -

Earth and the fea feed sir, the aly thofs Bres

Ethercal, and as loweft firft the moon :

Whence in her vifage round thafe fpots unpurg’d

Vapours not yet into her fubftance tern’d.

Nor doth the moon no nouvrithments exhale

From her moift continent to higher orbse

The fun, that light imparts to all, receives. _

From alt his alimenta) recompenfc

In humid exhalations, and at even

Sups with the ocean, Though in Heav'n the trees

Of life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines

Yield neciar; through from off the boughs cack

morn

W bruth melliffieous dews, and find the gronnd

Cover’d with pearly grain: yet God hath here

Varied his bounty fo with new delights, A

As may comparc with Heaver ; zud to tafle -
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Think not I thall be nice.” So down they fat,
Aand to their viands fell ; nor feemingly
‘The Angel, nor in mift, ‘the common glofs
‘T'he Theelogians; but with keen difpatch
Of rzz} huager, and concodltive heat
¥'o tranfubltantiate 1 what redounds, trandpires
"Through Spirits wirth eafe 5 nor v.mldf:r, if by fire
bf fouty coal th’ empiric ; alchemift
Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn,
Metals of drofiictt ore to perfe& gnld
As front the nine, Mean while at table Eve
E Mnnlkfr d naked, and their fowing cups
Fith pleafant hqunrq crown’d : O innocence
,_:.I)-:i":;r?ing Paradife ! if ever, then,
'Theu had the [ons of God cxcufe to have been
Enamour'd at that fight ; but in thofe hearts
Y.ove unlibidinous reign’d, nor jeaioufy
Was nanderftood, the injur’d lover’s Hell,
% 'Thus when with meats and drinks they had
fuffic’d,
. Mot burden’d nature, fudden mind arofe .
. In Adam; not to let th occafton pafs
‘(;w n him by this great conference, to know
Y Of things above his world, and of thclr being
Who dwell in Hf:uv’n,.whufe excellence he faw
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms
Divine effulgence, whofe high pow’r {o far
Exceeded human, and his wary {peech
"Thus to th' 1mp}frﬂal minifter he fram’d.
Inhabitant with God, now know I well
Thy favour, in this hr.:m:::ur done to Min,
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchlaf'd
I'o enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte,
~ Yood not of Angels, yet accepted fo,
As tuat more willingly thou conldft not feem
At Heav'n’s high feafts to” have fed: yet what
comparg ?
To whom the winged Hierarch reply’d.
O Adam, one Almighty js, from whom
All things Ier{,cd and up to him return,
If not deprav’d from good, created all
% Sucl: to ]’.-"rh.aftmn ol Iil‘ﬂ matter all,
" Tnduvd with various fﬂ“ms, various degrees
OFf fnbitance, and in things that live, of life 3 3
Xut ore lLﬁn d, mere {piritous, and pure,
- As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending |
h in their feveral adtive fphcqu aflign’ d
Ll body up to {pirit work, in bounds
Lroporiion’ d to ecach kind.  So from the root
Springs lighter the green flalk, from thence the
leaves '
. More airy, laft the bright confummate flower
>+ Bpirits oderous breatiies 1 flow’rs and their fruit,
* Man’s sourifhment, by gradual feale fublim'd,
‘Fo vital {pirits afpire, to animal,
To intelleétual ; give both hife and fenfe,
Fancy and L:ideritandm ; whence the foul
Ruafon receives, and reafun 1s her being,
Difcurfive, or intuitive s difcourie
Is ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours,
Differing but in degree, of kind the fame,
Wonder not then, what God for you faw good
If 1 refuﬂ: not, Bt convert, as you,
. ‘To proper fubftance : time may come, when Men
With Angels may participate, and find
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No inconvenient diet, nor too Light fares
And from theie curpnral nutriments pﬂrha.ps
Your bodies may at laft turn all to fplnt
Improv'd by tra& of time, and wing'd afctnd
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice
Here or in heav'nly Paradifes dwell ; *
If ye be found obedient, and retain
Unalterably firm his love entire, |
Whofe progeny you are. Mean while enjoy
Your fill what happinefs this happy ftate
Can comprehend, jincapable of more,

To whom the patriarch of mankind reply'd.
O favourable Spirit, propitious guelt,

| Well haft thou taught the way that might diredt .

Qur knowledge, and the fc:ﬂc of nature {ct

From centre to circumference, whegeon

In contemplation of created things

By fteps we mzy afcend to God.  But fay,

What meant that cantion join’d, If ye be found
Obedient ? can we want obedience then - |

To him, or poffibly his love defert, o
plac’d us here
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs

Human defires can feck or apprehend ?

To whom the Angel. Sonof Heav'nand Ex
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God ;
That thou continuelt {uch, owe to thyfelf,

T'hat. is, to thy obedience ; : therein ftand,

This was that caution giv’n thee; be advif’d,
God made thee perfe&, not ﬂhmutable -
And good he made thee, but tnipe."l'lh’ﬂre |
He h:it it in thy pow’r ; ordaini®d

By nature free, not over-rul’d by fi‘bc
Inextricable, or firidk neceffiry :

Our vnluntarj.r fervice he requires,

Not our neceflitated 3 {fuch with him

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how
Can hearts, not free, be try’d whether they ferve.
Willing or no, who ‘will but what they muft

By defliny, and can no other choofe ?

M}'felf and all th’ angelic hoft, that fland

In fight of God enthron’d, our happy ftate

Hold, us you vours, while cur obedience holds;
On other {urety none ; freely we ferve,

Becaufe we freely love, as in our will .
To love or npot; in this we ftand er fall + .
And {ome are fall’n, to difobedience fall’n,

And {o from Heav’n to deepeft Hell; O fall
From what high ftate of hhfﬁ into what woe !

To whom our great progeénitor. Thy wardsy
Attentive, and with more delighted ear,

Divine mf’cru&nr I have heard,than when

Cherubic fongs h}r night from nﬂghb’rmg hills

Aecrea]l mufic fend : nor knew 1 not

To be both will and deed created free

Yet that we uever fhall forget to love

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command

Single is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts

Aftur'd me, and &ill affure : thnugh what thou
tell'ft

Hath pafl’d in Heav'n, fome doubt within me

But more defire to hear, if thou confent, [muve,

The full relation, whn:h muft needs be Rmnge,

Worthy of fd.ﬂﬂ:ﬂ {ilenee to be heard ; |

y

| And we have yet large day, for fearce the fun
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Hath finifh)d half his journey, and fearce begins
His other half in the great zone of Heav'n.
Thus Adam made requeft ; and Raphael
After fhort paufe aflenting, thus began..
y High matter thou injoin’ft me, O prime of men,
Sad taﬂ: and bard ; for how hall I relate
*To human fenfe th’ invifible cxploits
©Of warring Spirits? how without remorfe
The ruin of fo-many glorions once
JAnd perfed while they {toed ? how laft unfold
‘The {ecrets of annthcr world, perhaps
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good
"This is difpens’d ; and what furmuunts the reach
Of human fenfe, I fhall delineate fo,
By likenmng fpiritual to corporal forms,
Aa may ﬂprﬂfs themn beft ; though what if Earth
Be but the fhadow of Heav n, and thmga therein
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought ?
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wﬂd
Reigii'd where thefe Heav'ns now roll, where
Earth now refts
pr her centre pms 'd; when on a day
1:”t1u'm=:,r thﬂugh in cternity, apply’d
'I'n motion, meafures ali things durable
refent, paﬂ:, and futurce) on fuch day
.gﬁlp'lea? n's great year brings forth, the empyreal
«Of Angels by mgpenal fummons call’d, [helt
]nnumcrablt befurc th' Almighty’s threne
Forthwith from all the ends nf Hﬂav n appear’d
Undér their Hierarchs in ordes bright :
*T'en thoyfand thoufand :nﬁgns high advanc’d,

. Standargs and gunfalnns twixt van and rear

Stream in the air,'and for diftinétion ferve
©f hierarchiss, uf orders, and degrees ;

Qr intheir glittering tiffucs bear imblaz’d
Holy memorials, aéks pf zeal and love
Recorded eminent. ‘Thus when in orbs

Of circuit inexpreflible they ftood,

Orb within orb, the Fﬂ.th'l‘.'l' mﬁmte, o
By whom in I)Ilfs imbofom'd faf the Son,
Armdﬂ: as from a ﬂ:}mmg motnt, whofe top

Brightnefs had made invifible, thus fpake,

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light,

*Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,
Powets,

Hear my-decree, which unrevok’d fhall ftand.
This da}r I have begot whom 1 declare
My only Son, and on this holy hill
Him have anmntt& whom ye now behold
At my right hand ; your head I him appoint ;
And by mylelf have {worn to him fhall bow
All knees in Heav'n, and fhall confefs him Liord ;
Under his great vicewgerent reign abide
United as one individual foul
¥or ever happy : Him who difobeys,
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day,.
Caft ont from God and blefled vifion, fulls
Into utter darknefs, deep inguli’d, his place
Ordain’d without red:mptmn w;thnut end.

So {pake th’ Omnipotent, and with his words
All fm‘d well pleas’d ; all feem’d, but were not
‘That da¥, as other folemn days, thcy fpent  [all
Tri fong atd dance about the facred h:ll
M}-ﬂxcal dance, which yonder ftarry fphare
Of planets and of fix'd in all her wheels

Virtues,
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Refembles nearel, maves intricate,
FEccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular
Then moft, when moft irregular they feem ;
And in their motions harmony divine
So {mooths, her charming tones, that God's ow
ear
Liftens delighted. Ewvening now approach’d
{For we have alfo our cvening and our morn,
We ours for change deleétuble, not need)
Forthwith from dmcﬂ to fweet repait they turn
Delirous; allin circles as they fteed,
Tables are f{et, and on a fudden pil’ d
With Angels food, and rubied m:tftar flows
In pearl, in diamongd, and mafly gold,
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven.
I On flow'rs repos 'd, and with frefh flow'ret
trown’d,
They eat, thf:y drink, and in communion fweet
Quafl immeortality and joy, fecure
Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds
Excefs, before th’ all-bonnteous King, who thowr'e
With copiouns hand, rejoicing in their joy.
Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhal’d -
From that high mount of God, whence light ane
fhade
Spring both, the face of hnghteﬂ: Heav'n has
chang’d
| To grateful twilight (for night cnrhcﬁ not there
In darker veil) and rofeat dews difpos’d
All but th'’ unfleeping eyes of God to reft;
| Wide over all the plain, and wider far,
Than all this gluhnus carth in plain mttl' read,
(Suck are the courts of God) th® angelic thmqg'f
Difpers'd in bands and files, their camp extend
By living {treams among the trees of life,
Pavilions numbcrlefs, and fudden rear'd,
Celeftial tabernadles, where they flept
Funn'd with cool winds ; favﬂ thofe who in theif
courfe
Melodious hj ‘mns about thﬂ fovran thrnnf:
Alternat? all ni ght long : but not fo wak'd
Satan : {o call lnm. now, his former name
Is hearq;l no more in HPav n; he of the firlt,
If not the firft Arch-Arrgcl great in power,
In favour zod prazeminence, yet fraught
With envy againit the fon of Ged, that da
Honour’d by his great Father, and prnci.um d
Mefiiah I{mg anvinted, could not bear &,
Through pride that fight, and thought higafelf i
air’d.
Deeppm'tl:{:e thence conceiving and’ d:fchm,
Soon as midnight brounght on the dufky hour
Friendlicft to fleep and filence, he refolv’d
| Witk alf his legions to dillodge, and leave
Unworfhipt, unobey’d, the thrnnc fupreme
Contemptuous, and his next {fubordinate
Awak'ning, thus to him in fecret {pake.
Sleept thou, Companion dear, what fleep can
t:lufc-
Thy eye-lids ? and remember 'ft what dectee
Of }feﬁerdug‘,’, {o late hath pafs’d the lips
Of Heav'n’s Almighty. Thou to me thy tnﬂughta
Was wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ;
Both walkmg we were otie 3 how then caa now, .

Thy fleep diffent ? New laws thou feeft unpub’d ]
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‘New laws from Ifim who reigns, new minds may
f‘?hr us who {erve, new counfels, to debate {raile
¢'What doubtinl may enfue : more in this place
‘o utter is not fafe, Aflemble thon
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief;
™Tell then: that by command, ¢’er yet dim night
$er fhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte,
And all who under e their banners wave
Homeward with flying march where we polflefs
‘I'he quarters of the north ; there to prepare -
Fit cntertainment to-receive our king
‘The great Metliah, and his new commands,
Who {peedily through all the hierarchies
Intends te pafs trinmpharnt, and give laws.
So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and iufus'd
Bad influence into th’ unwary brealt
Of his affociate : he together calla,
Or [cveral one by one, the regent Powers,
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught,
That the moft High commanding, now ¢'er mght,
Now e’er dim night had difincumber’d Heaven,
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move;
Tells the fuggefted caule; and cafts between
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found
Or taint integrity : but all obey'd
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice
Of their great potentate ; for great indeed
His name, and high was his degrec in Heaven ;
His count’nance, as the morning {tar that guides
The farry flock, allur’d them, and with lies
Drew after him the third part of Heav'n's hoft.
Mean while th® eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns
Abftrufeit thonghts, from forth his holy mouant
And frem within the golden lamips that burn
‘Nightly before him, faw without their lighe
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how {pread
_Among the fons of morn, what mmultitudes
“Were banded to oppofe his high decrees
- And finiling to his only Son, thus faid.
" Son, thou in whom my glory I behold
In full refplendence, Heir of all my migh,
- Nearly it now concerns us to he fure
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms
We mean to hold what anciently we claim
Of deity or empire ; fuch a foe
HE_  rifing, who intends to erect his throne
£ ¥~ to ours, throughout the fpacious north ;
 Nor 1o eontent, hath in his thought to try
- 1n battle, what our’ pow’r is, or our right.
i 1ct us advile, and to this hazard draw
1 'With fpced what force is left, and all employ
£ In our defence, left unawares we lofe
"This our high place, our fanétuary, our hill,
. To whom the Son with calm afpe& and clear,
31.ightnimg divine, ineffuble, {ercne,
Made aniwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes
Juitly haft m derifion, and fecure |
Laungh’ft at their vain defigns and tumults vain,
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate
# Rluftrates, when they fee all regal power
Civ'n me to quell their pride, and in event
. Know whether 1 be dextrous to fubdue
%'Thy rebels, or be found the worlt in Heaven,
Bo fpake #he Son; but Satan with his powers
was advanc'd on winged {peed, an hoil

]
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Innumerable as the {tars of night, . :
Or ftars of morning, dew-drops, which the fun
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. |
Regions they pafs’d, the mighty regencies

Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones

In their triple degrees ; regions to which

All thy dominion, Adam, is-no more

"Than what this garden is to ail the earth,

And all the fea, [rom one entire globofe
Stretch’d into longitade ; which having pals’

At length into the limits of the north -~

They came, znd Satan to his royal feat.

High on 2 hill, far blazing, as a mount

Rais’d on a mount, with pyramids and towers
From diamond quarries hewn, and recks of gold 3
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call :
That ftru@ure in the dialeét of men. -
Interpreted) which not long after, he,

- Affefting all equality with God,

In imitation of that mount whereon
Meffiah was declar’d in {ight of Fleaven,
The Mountain 8 the congregation cali’d 3
Tor thither he affembled all his train,
Pretending, fo commanded, to confult
About the great reception of their king,
Thither to come, and with calumnions art
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears.
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues,
if thefc magnific titles yet remain [Powers,
Not merely titular, fince by decree .
Another now hath to him{elf ingrofs'd = ... ¢
All pow'r, and vs eclips'd under the natie . . -
Of King anointed, for whom al¥ this hafle
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here,
This only to confult, how we may beft
With what may be devis’d of honours new
Receive him coming to receive from us.
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile, ™
Too much to one, but double how indur'd
"I'o one and to his image now praclaim'd?
But what if better counfels might ere&
Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yokeé 2
will ye fubmit your necks, and choofe to bend
The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft
To know ye right, or if ye know yourfelves
Natives and fons of Heav'n poflefs’d betore
By none, and if not equal all, yet free,
Equally free ; for orders and degrees
Jar not with liberty, but well cqnfifl,
Who can in reafon then, or right affume
Monarchy over fuch as live by right
His equals ; if in pow’r and fplendor lefs,
In freedom equal ? or can introduce
Law 2nd edi& on us, who without law
Trr not ¢ much lefs for this to be our Lord,
And look for adoration to th’ abufe
Of thofc imperial titles, which affert
Our being ordain’d to govern, not to ferve.
~ Thus far his bold difcourfe withowut controud
[Had audience, when ameng the Sesaphim
Abdiel, than whom none with moere zeal ador'd
The Deity, and divine commands obey’d,
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere
The current of his fury thus oppos’d.
O argument blafphemous, falfe and preud:

..,
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‘Wordp which no ear ever to hear 1n Hleav'n
efted, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate,
1o place thyfelf fo high above thy peers.
Canft thov with impious obloquy condemn
The juft decree of Gaod, pronounc’d and fworn,
~ *Phat to his only Son by right indued
With regal {ceptre, every foul in Heav'n
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due
Confefs him right{ul king? unjuff, thov fuy’#,
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the filfe,
And equal over equals to let regn,
One over all with unfucceeded power,
Shalt thou give law to God, fhalt thou difpute
With him the points of of liberty, who made
Thee what thou art, and form d the Pow'rs of
Heaven
Such as he pleas’d, and circumfcrib’d their being ?
Yet, by expericnce taught, we know how good,
And of our good and of our dignity
How provident he is, how far from thought
To make us lefs, bent rather to cgalt
Our happy ftate under one head more near
United. But to grant it thee unjuft,
That equal over equals monarchs reign
ﬁ;ﬁyfelf thongh great and glorious doft thou count,
[ Or all angelic nature join'd in one,
" Equal to him begotten Son ? by whom
As by his word the mighty Father made
All things, ev'n thee; and all the Spints of
Heaven _ |
By him created in their bright degrees,
Crown'd them, with glory, and to their glory
nam’d
Thrones, Dominations,
- Powers, ,
Pfential Pow'rs; nor by his reign obfcur'd, *
But more illuftrious made ; fince he the head
One of our number thus reduc’d hecomes ;
His laws our laws; all honour to him done
Returns our own. Ceafe then this improus rage,
And tempt not thefe; but haften to appeate
Th' incenfed Father, and th’ incenfed Son,
While pardon may be found in time befought.
So fpake the fervent Angel; but his zeal
None feconded, as out of feafon judg’d,
Or fingular and rath ; whereat rejoic’d
Th’ Apoftate, and more haughty thus reply’d :
That we were form’d then, fay'lt thou! and the
Of fecondary hands, by tafk transferr’d
From Father to his Sen ? ftrange point and new !
Doétrine which we would know whence learn’d
who {aw |

Princedoms, Virtues,
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ook

When this creation was? remember’ft thou

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee be

We know no time when we were not as fiov
Know nonc before us, felf-begot, felf-rais’d

By our own quick ning pow'r, when fatal cc
Had circl'd his full orb, the birth matuvie -
Of this our native Heav'n, ethereal fons.

Our puiffance is our own ; our own right hand
Shall teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try

| Who is our equal : then thou fhalt behold

Whether by fupplication we intend
Addrefs, and to begirt th’ Almighty throne
Befeeching or befiegingt | "This report,
Thefe tidings carry to th’ anointed Kang ;
And fly, e’er evil intercept thy flight.

He {aid ; and, as the {ound of waters deep,
Hoarfe murmour echo’d to his words applaulc
Through the infinite hoft; nor lefs for that
"I'he flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone
Incompafs’d round with focs, thus anfwer’d bold.

O alienate from God, O Spirit accurs’d,
Forfaken of all good ! I fee thy fall
Determin’d, and thy haplefs crew involv'd
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread
Both of thy crime and punifhment : henceforth
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke
Of God's Meffiah ; thofe indulgent laws
Will not be niow vouchfaf'd ; other decrees
Againft thee are gone forth without recall s
'That golden fceptre, which thou didit reject,

Is now an iron rod to bruife and break

Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advile,
Yet not for thy advice or threats 1 fly

Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wrath
Impendent, raging into fudden flame
Diftinguifh not ¢ for foon cxpedt to feel

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire,
Then who created thee lamenting learn,
When who can unereate thee thou fhalt know,

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found

Amorg the faithlefs, faithful only he;

Among innumerable falfe, nnmov’d,

Unthaken, unfeduc’d, unterrify’d,

His loyalty he kept, his fove, his zeal ;

Nor number, nor example with him wrought
T'o fwerve from'treth, or change his conflunt min
‘Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pp*
Long way through hoftile fcorn, which he ain’e
Supcrior ror of violence fear’d oughts -

And with rctorted feern his back be turn’d
On thofe proud tow’rs, to fwift deftrudion doom’d

I L
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The Jrgﬂﬁimi‘. |

Raph'u:l continues to relate how Mmha.el and Gibriel were ferit forth to battl: :lgafnﬂ; Satin and hﬁ

angt:ls

The ﬁr{t {ight deferib’d : Satan and his powers retire under night ¢ he calls 2 conncil, inle

vents devilifh engines, which isi the fecond ddy’s fight put Michacl and his anngels to fomic

-4
but they at length, pulling tip mousitains, overwhelm'd both the force and machines of 3:%
the tymult not fo ending, God on the third day fends Méftiah his Son; fot whbm he had referv'd

glory of that vi&ory : he in the puwcr of his Father coming to the placc and ﬂuﬁﬂg ll]l luileg;m :
to ftand fill bn either fide, with his thariét and thitider driving into the midft of his enm, pur-

fues them unable to refift, towards the wall of Heaven ; which openi.rlgi they hapdnnwiﬁw '*

and confufien idto the place of punifimeiit prepar’d for thein it the Deep : m *ﬂtﬁ .
triumph to his Father. -
_ o
A L1 night the dreadlefs arigel ithpurfued They led him hig h applaudc& shd prefent
'I'hrough Heav'n's wide champain beld his wiy, | Before the feat f t?reme from whence a woice
nl[ Morn, Froni midit a en cloud thus mild was heard s .

Wak'd by the mrclmg Hours, with rofy hand Servant of God well done ; well hatt thou fwsﬁ!
Unbarr’d the gates of Light. There ia a cave 'The better fight, 'who fingle "hatt mmtpin
‘Within the mount of Gud falt by his throne; gainit rewli:ed multitudes the caitfe .

Where light and darknefs in pcrpefual round

1.0dge and diflodge by turns, which makes through |

Grateful viciflitude, like day and night ; [HEE‘F n
Light iffues forth, and at the pther door

Mhﬁ, u:oNs Darknefs enters, till her hour

s ﬂﬂ'ﬂ'l'l the Hﬂaven, though darkncfs there might
well

Seem twilight here : and now went forth the

. Mo

Such as in high¢ft Heav’n, array’d in gold

Empyreal ; frum before her vamfh d Night,

tht thrnugh with orieut beamsy when all the
plain

Cover'd with thick imbatt)’d fquadrons bright,

Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds

RefleGing blaze on blaze, firlt met his view ¢

War he perceiv’d, war in procin®, and found

. Already known what he for news had thought

. 'T'o have reported : gladly then he mix’d

Among thofe friendly powers, who him receiv’d

With joy and acclamations loud, that one,

That ofdo many myriads fall’n, yet one

" Return’d not lof : on to the Sacred Hill

Df truth, in word mightiet than ﬂuian atrhs
And for the t:ﬂ:u'tmn of truth haft

Univerfal reproach, fa:r worfe to bear

Than ﬂulcn:e fnr this was all thy care;

To ftand apprw‘d if2 ﬁght of God, thnu h worlds -
Judg’d thee perverfe ¢ the eifier coi now
Remalhs thee, dided by this boft of fitends, .

Back on thy foes more glarious to return. -
Than fcofn’d thou didft depart, and to fubdue
By force, who reajon for thelr law mfnfu

Right reafon for theit law, and fot their ihg
Mefliah, who by right of merit reigns.

Go, Michael, uf ccleﬁml armiies pince,
Andthou in lmhtarf prowefs next,

Gabriel, lead forth to bittle thefe rhy fohs
Invincible, lead forth my arnted faints |

By thoufands and by millions rahg’d for ﬁght
Equal in number to l:har. godlefs crew,
Rchellmus them with fire and hoftile arms
Fearlefs aﬂ'ault and to the brew of Heay'n
Puriuing, drive them out from God and blifs -
Into their place of punifhment, the gulf

of Tﬂrtarus which ready openi wide
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His fiery t:haus to reccive their fall,
So fpake the Sov'reign Voice, and clouds began
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to roll

- In dufky wreaths, reludant flames, the fign
- Of wrath awak’d ; nor with lefs dread the loud

-Ethexeal trumpet from on hi gh 'gan.hlow :
At which mmmand the powers militant,

. That ftocd for Heav'n in mighty quadratﬂ jﬁm d

.

Of union irrefiftible, mov'd on

In filence-their bright legions, to the found
- Of irftrumental harmony, that breath'd
Heroic ardour to advent’rous deeds

- Under their god.like leaders, in the caufe
. Of God and his Meiliah. On they move,

o
3

Indiffolubly firm { nor obvious hill,

Nor ftrait’ning vale, nor vigpd, nor fircam, divides
Their perfeét ranks ; for high above the ground
Their march was, and the paffive air upbore

. 'Their nimmble tread ; as when the total kind

.
th

i

L- % 'Tofet

m
ﬁ th’ horrizon to the North appear’d
fkirt to. fciet g ficry region, firetch’d

Of birds. in orderly array on wing,

Came fummon’d over Eden to receive

" Their names of thee 3 {o over many a tract

Of Heav'n they mareh’ d,and many a province
O wide

d the le at lalk

ngth of thr.u terrone :

In battailous afpedt; and nearer view

‘Brifiled with upright beams innumerable

-Of rigid: [pears, itm:l helmets throng’d, and fhields
Various, with boaftful argument poruwray’d,

The banded powers of Satan hafting on

With furious expedition; [or they ween’d '
That {elf-fame day by fight, or by furprife,

o wdn the mount of God, and on his throne
the Envier of his ﬁate, the proud
Afpﬂcf' but their thoughts prov’d fond and vain
In the mideway @ though firange to us it fvem’d
At firlt, that-Angpel fiould with Angel war,
And in ficree hofting meet, who wont to nicet
So oft in feftivals of joy and love

Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire
Hymning'th’ eternal father ¢ but the thout

Of battle pow began, and rofhing found

Of onfet ended foon each milder thought.

High o the fitid®, exalied as a god,

Th‘ Apoftatein his fun<bright chariot fat,

Ido} of majcity divinie, incios'd

With flammg cherubim and golden fhiclds;

Then hihted from his gorgeous throne, for now

*Twixt hoft-ahd hoft but narrow fpace was leit,
A dreadful interval, and front to front
Preferitéd {tood in terrible array
Of hideous length before the cloudy van,
On the rough cdge of battle e’er it join'd,
Satan with vaift and haught}* {irides advane'd
Came tow'ring, arm’d in adamant and gold ;
.Abditl that fight endur’d not, where he ftood
Among-the mightieft, bent on highcft deeds;
And thus his own undaunted hcart explares,

O Heaven! that fuch refemblance of the

Higheit

Shavld yet remain, where fa:th and redlty

Rcmam not 3 whcrﬂfurﬁ fhouid not ﬂ;rr:ngth and

might

—_
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Omnipotenceto none,
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There {ail where vircae fuils, or weakeft prove
Where boldeit, though to {ight unconquerable 2
His puitlunce, trufting in th’ Almighty’s ad,

1 mean to try, whefe reafon I have try’d
Unfound and falfe ; nor is it ought but jult,
That he who in gﬂuxg of truth hath won
Should win in agms, in both difputes alike
ViQor ; though brutith that conteft and foul,
When Reafon hath to deal with Force, yet fo
Moft reafon is.that Reafon overconi,

So pondering, and from his armed peers
Forth ftepping.oppofite, half way he met
His daring foe, at this prevention more
Incens'd, and thus fecurely him defy’d.

Frﬂud, art thou met ! thy hope was to have

. reach’d
‘The height of thy afpiring unoppos’d,
‘The throne of God unguarded, and hus fide
Abandon’d at the terror of thy power
Or potent tonguc; fool, not to think how vain
Againft th” Ommipotent to rifein arms;
Who out of {fmulleft things could without end
Have ruis'd inceffant armies to defeat
Thy folly ; or with folitary hand
Rcachm g beyond all lmut at one blow,
Unaided, could have ﬁmﬁl d thee, and whelm’ d
Thy h:gmns under darkuefs : but thou feefl’
All are not of thy train ; there be who futh
Prefer, and piety to (md thﬁugh then
To thee not vifible, when 1 alope
Seem’d in thy world erroncous to diffent
From ail : my fect thou feelt; now learn, too late,
How few fometimes may knaw, when thoufands

err.

Whom the grand Foe, wuh fcurnful eve alkance,
Thus anfwer'd, Il for thﬂt’.‘ but in wifh'd hour
Of my revenge, firlt fought, for thou returs’'ft
From fight, feditions augel, to recave
Thy murited reward, the firft efiay
Of ths right hand prmruk’d {ince firft that tnngut
Infpis’d with contradiftion durft oppofe

t]:urd part of the gods, in {ynod mer -

'k hr:u' deitics to affert, who, while they fecl
Vigour divine within thr:rn, can allow

Lut well thou com’ft
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win

Frora me {ome plume, that thy fuccefs may ﬂu:
Deftruétion to thegslt : this pauic between o™
(Unanfwer'd legiPPou boadt) to lef thee kuow ;
At firft 1 tho ‘that Liberty and Hé¢av'n
'I'e heav’nly fouls had been all onc ; but now

I fee that moft through floth had rather ferve,
Minift'ring Spirits, train'd up in fealt and fong;
Such haft thou arm’d, the miniftrelfy of Heav'n,
Servility with Freedom to contend,

As both their deeds compar’d this day’ Ihall prOVe,

To whom in brief thus Abdiel {tern reply’a .
Apoftate, fiill thou err '{t, nor end wiit find
Of erring, {rom the p;lth of T'Tuth remote @
Uinjuitly thou deprav’it it with the nzme
Of Servitude, toferve whom God ordamns,

Or nature : Cod and natere bid the fame,

Wlen he whoaules is worthielt, and excelﬁ
Them whow he governs,  This is {ervitude,

(o ferve th’ uawife, or hiny who hath rebell’'d .
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~ Againft his worthier, as thine now icrve thee,

Thylelf not free, but to thyfelf inthrall'd ;

Yet lewdly dar’ft our minift'ring upbraid.

Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me {erve

In Heav'n, God ever bleft, and his divize

Behefts obey, worthielt to be obey'd;

Yet chuins in Hell, not realms expeét : mean while

From me return’d, as erft thou faidft, from fhight,

'This greeting on thy impious creft receive.
So fay’irfy, a noble ftroke he lifted lngh, - .

Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempelt fell

On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight,

Nor motion of fwift thonght, lefs cauld his fhield

Such ruin intercept @ ten paces huge

He back recoil’d ; the tenth on bended knee

His mally fpear upftray’d; as if on earth

Winds under ground, or watcrs forcing way,

Sidelong had puih’d a mountain from his {cat

Half funk with all his pines. Amazement feis'd

The rebel thrones, but greater rage to fue

'Thus foil'd their mightielt : our joy fill'd, and

Prefage of vicory, and fierce deflire [thout,

Of battle : whereat Michael bid found

Th® arch-angel trumpet; through the valt of

Heav'n L

It founded, and the faithful armies rung

Hofannah to the High’ft : nor ftood at gaze

The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous join’d

The horrid fhock : now ftorming fury rofe

And clamours fuch as heard in Heav'n till now

Was never ; arms on armour clafhing bray’d

Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels

Of brazen chariots rag'd; dire was the noile

Of confliét ; over head the difmal hifs

Of fiery durts in flaming vollies flew,

And fying vaulted either hoft with fire.

So under fiery cope together rufh’d

Both battlés main, withuinaus afiault

And inextinguifhable rage; ail Heav'n -

Refounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth

Had to her centre fhook. What wonder ! when

Millions of fire-encount’ring angels fought

On cither fide, the leaft of whom could wield

"Thefe elements, and arm him with the force

Of all their regions : how much more of power

. Army againft army nuniberlefs to raife,

Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb,
Though not deftroy, their happy native fcat;
Had not th’ éternal King ommpotent |
From his ftrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul’d,
And limited their might ;.though number’d fuch
As cach divided legion might have feem’d

A numerous hoft, in ftrength each arm’d hand
A legion, led in fight, yet leader feem’d

Fach watrior finple as in chief, expert

When to advance, or ftand,or turn the fway

Of battle, open when, and when to clofe

The ridges of grim War : no thought of fiight,
Wone of retreat, no unbécoming deed -~ - ~
That argued fear ; each on himfelf rely’d,
As‘only in his arm the momsnt lay

Of viGory ; deeds of eternal fame. .
MWere done, but infinite 3 for wide wag fpread’
That %var, and various, fometimes oa firm ground

A fandig Sght; then Toasing o main-wing
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‘"Thefe adts of hateful ftrife, hateful to-ally. .« -

| Of airy threats to

| Unipeakable ¢ ior who, thﬂugh'wi;ih;fthe ﬂﬂgﬂﬂ
- By I3
Liken on earth confpicaous,that may E‘h K

R 1
Tormented all the :Lif; all amr fgf_:nfd tﬁé‘?ﬁ
| Confliting fire ; long time in even faale 3%

'I'he battle hung ; till-Satan, who that day -
Prodigious power bad fhewn, and-met in_arnl
No equal, ranging throngh the dire-attacle - - .~

Of fichting. feraphim confus’d, at lepgth... - --¢ e
Saw %vher% the qufd of Michael ﬁnftt,and Mlﬂ
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-hiinded fwaf
Brandith’d aloft the horrid edge came down- .
Wide wafting ; fuch defiru®ion to withfixpd ..;1
He hafted, and oppos’d the rocky ek - - - ™

Of tenfold adamant, his ample fhield;
A vaft circumference 3 at his approach .-
The great arch-angel from his warlike toil - -
Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping hercto end . - .~
lateftine war 1 Heav’n, th' Arch-fo¢ fubdy’d - ¢
Or captive dragg’d in chains, with hoftile frows,
And vifage alil inflam’d firft thas E-agz__m.-:; RIS
Author of evil, unkhown till thy reyolfy . -2
teous, as-thas fesff

Unnam’d in Heav'n, now plan j
Though heavieft by juft nfeafure on thyfelf. o
And thy adherents : how halt thou difturb'd = ;=
Heav'n’s bleffed peace, and into Nattwe brought
Mifery, uncreated till the crime. - . & 7
Of thy rebellion ? how haft thou inftil'd.
Thy malice inte thoufands, once upright’

Arnd faithful, now prov'd falfe ? but think aot bt
T'o trouble holy reft? Heav'n cafts theg bug:. -~
From all her confines, - Heav'n, the featool blded
Brooks not the works of Vi LR °x
Hence then, and evil go with:tlwe]

Thy offspring, to the plaee # ﬁ&ﬁ , [
Th?;u anl;. tth wicked crew § there sitagle broilgy
E’er this avenging fivord begin thy deom . i
Or fonie mare%ﬂdﬁ&n vengeance, wing d frﬁﬁ
Precipitate thee with auggmented pain. .+ 7
So fpake the Prince of Angels; to whom thas-
The adverfafy; Nor think thou with wigd -
awe whomn yet with deeds:.« .

Coae
a
o
-
'

Unvanguith'd, eafiér to tranfat -with the .. . .
with
pra

Thou canft not., Haft thon turnd s, Joadk. of
To flight, or if to fall, but that they tife .. jthele
That thou fhoud'ft hope, imperions; ang

- threats ST e
To chale mie hence? ert not that fo fhall end. 5
"The frife which thou callft Evil, but-we ftile

} The Strife of Glory ; which we mean to Wily~
{ Or turn this Heav'n itfelf mto the Hell, .- -~ - .

Thou fablelt, here however to dwell fredy - . -
If not to reign : mean while thy utrhof} forcey” .
And join him nim’d Almighty to.thy aid, -

1 1 iy not, but have fought thee far and Kijgi

They ended parle, and both addrefs'd: for gt

Of angels, can relate; or to.what

Ly
)

T

Humap imagination to fuch height .
Of godiike pawer ? for ket gods they-feem’dy
Stood they or mov'd, in.ftawre, niction, Arms.§
¥it to decide tlie empire of great Heay'st, . .
Now ‘wav'd their fiery fwords, and in the ar [’

{ Made horrid circles.; twa. bread funs thiir fhidide

Blaz’ d-appolite, while Expectation ftood - - -~
In horror ; from gach/hand with fpeed fets g .
| | P i

-
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here celt was thickefl fight, th’ angelic throng, | Of Ramiel {corch’d and blafted overthrew.

. And left large field, unfafe within the wind I might relate of thoufands, and their names
Of fuch commpotion ¢ fuch as, to fet forth Etcrnize here on.earth ; but thofe ele®
Crast things by fmall, if Nature's concerd hroke, | Anwels, contented with their fame!in Heav'n,
Amunﬁat:m conflellstions war were {prung, Seck not the praife of men : the other fort,
'Two planets ruthing from afpe& malign In might though wondrous, and in aéls of war,
Of fierceft oppofitien in mid ky Mor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom |
. Sbould combat, and their jarring fpheres confound, | Carcel’d from Heav’n and fucred Memory,
Together Loth with rext te zlmighty arm - Namelefs in dazk Oblivien let them dwell.
 Pp-lifted imminent, one firoke they aim’d - - | For ftrength from truth divided, and izom jult,
*'That might determine; and net need repeat, Illzndable, ncught merits but difpraile '
 Asnot of power at once § norodds appear’d And igmominy, yet to glory afpires
. ¥n might or fwift prevention ¢ bat the fword Vaineglorious, and throegh infamy feeks fame :
. Of Michael, from the asmoury of Guad, 'Therefore eternal filence be their doom.
. Was giv'n him temper’d fo, that ncither keen And now their maightielt queli’d, the battle
Nor folid night refift ther edge © it met : fwervid,
Yhe {word of Satan with fteep force to Imite With many au inroad gor’d ; deformed Rout

- Pefcending, and in half cut theer ; nor firay’d, Enter’d, and foul drorder; all the ground
But with fwifc wheel reverfe, deep ent™ring, fbar’d | With fhiver’d armour ftrown, and on a heap

Al 'his right fide : then Satan fislt new pain, Chariot and chartoteer lay overturn'd,
" And writh’d him to and fro comvolv'd ; fo fore Arnd fiery foaming fteeds; what ftood recoil’d
. 'The griding fword with difcontinuous wound O’et-wearied, through the faint Satauic hoft

* Pafs’d through him : but the ethereak fubftance | Defenfive {tarce, or with pale Fear furpris’d,
- Mot long di e: and from the gath  [clos’d, | Thes firlt with fear furpris'd and fenfe of pain

A  of neét'rous hunmour ilfuing flow’d Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought
ine, fuch as celeftial fpirits may bleed, By fin of difobedience, till that Hour
_nd ail his armounr ftain'd e’er while {o bright. Not kable to fear, or flight, or pain.
“¥Forthwith on all fides to his axd was run Far otherwife th” inviolable faints
By angels miny and firong, whe interpos’d In cubic phalanx firm advanc’d entire,
" Defence, while others bore him on their fhields | Invulnerable, impenetrably arm’d ;
Back to his chariet, where it ftood retir’d Such high advarrtages their innocence
From off the files of war ; there they him laid, Gave them above their foes; pot to have finn’d,
Gnafhing, for anguifh, and defpite and fhame, { Not to hawe difobey'd ;- in fight they ftood
~ "Po find himfelf not matchlefs, and ks pride Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain’d
ybled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath ' By wound, though from their place by vielence
‘His confidence to equal God in power. mov'd.
© Yet foont he heal’d ; for fp'rits that livethroughout | Now Night her courfe began, and over Heav'n
Vital ¥ every part, not as frail man Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd,
In entrails, heart 6¥ head, liver or reins, And filence on the odious din of War ¢
- Cannot but by annihilating dic ; [ Under her cloudy covert both retir'd,
Nor in their liquid texture morta] wound Vidtor and vanquith’d : on the foughten field
 Receive, 6 more than cen: the fuid air ¢ Michael and his angels prevalent
.. All heart they live, all head, a¥ eye, ali car, [ncamping, plac’d in guard their watches round,
All intelle@, all fenfe ; and as they pleafe, | Cherubic waving fires . on th' other part

"They limb themiclves, and colour, fhape or fize
Aume, as likes them beft, condence or rare.
Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv'd

Memwzial, where she rmight of Gabriel fought,
 -And with fietce enfigns piere’d the deep arsay
" Of Molach, furious kirg ; who him defy’d,
And at his chariot wheals to drag him bound
Threaten’d, nof from the Holy One of Heav'n
" Refrain’d his tongue blafphemous 1 but anon
~ Pown clov'n to the waite, with {hatter’d arms

- And uncouth pam fied bellewing. Om each wing
_ Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe,
- Though huge,and in 2 rock of diamond arm’d,
. 'Vanquifh'd Adramelech and Afmadia,
' *T'wo potent thrones, that to be lefs than pods
Difdain’d, but’ meaner thoughts learn’d in thei;

flight,

Mﬂ-ﬂgli‘h with ghaftly wounds through plate an-
Mor ftood unmindful Abdiel to annoy [mai.,
*The ancient crew, but with redoubled blow
Ari¢l and Arioeh, and the vielence

4

Satan, with his rebellious difappear’d, |

Far in the dark difledg’d 7 and void of reft,
His Potentates to counci call’d by night ; e
- And in the midft thus vrddmay’'d began:  «
O now irr danger try’d, now known in.arms
. Not to be everpower’d, Companions dear,
Found worthy not of Liberty alone,
"I'oo mrean pretence, but what we more affect,
Hotéar, dominion, glory and renown ;

Who have faftain’d ene day in doubtiul fight
{ And if one day, why not eternal days ?)
- what Heaven’s Lord. had powerfulleft to fend
Againfl us frém abott his throve, and judg’d
snfficient to fubdue us te his will,

ut proves net fo; then fallible, it feems,
- )f future we may deem him, though till now
ymuifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm'd,
sme difadvantage we endur’d and pain,

il now not known, but known, as foon cenv

temn'd 5

aunce now we find this our empyreal focax
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_',l‘hink mething hard, much lefs to be defpair'd.

P PL

Incapable of mortzal wjury,
imperifhable, 2nd though pierc’d with wound,
sioon clofing, and by natve vigour heal’d.
Of evil then fo fmall as eafy think
'I'he remedy 3 perhops more valid arms,
Weapons more violent, when next we mect,
May ferve to better us, and worle sur focs,
Or equal what between us made the ndds,
in nature none: if other bidden canfe
1.cft them filfperior, while we can preferve
Unhurt our minds and underftanding found,
Due fearch and confultation will difclole.
He fat; and in th’ affembly next upltood
Nifroch, of principalitics the prime;
As ogehe ftood efeap’d from cruel fight,
Sore teil, his riven arms to havoc hewn,
And cloudy in afped thus anfw'ring fpake.
Deliverer from new lords, deader to free
Fnjoyment of our right as gods; yet hard 4
Yor gods, and too uncqual work we find,
Againft unequal arms to fight in pan,
Againft unpain’d, impaflive ; from which ¢vil
Ruin muit needs enfue 3 for what avails
Valour or ftrength, though matchiels, quell’dfwith
pan .
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the bands
Of mihtieflt ? Senfe of pleafure wve may well !
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine,
Tut live content, which is the calmelt ufe :
Bat pain is perfedt mifery, the worlt
Of evils, and exceflive, overturns
All patience, He who therefore can invent
“With what more forcible we may offend
Qur yet unwounded enemies, or arm
Ourfclves with like defence, to me deferves
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe.
Whereto, with look compos’d, Satan reply’d.
Not uninvented that, which thou aright
Believ'it fo muin to our fuccefs, I briag.
Which of us whn beholds the bright furface
Of this cthereeus mould whereen we ftand,
*This covtinent of fpacions Heav'n, adorn’d

With plant, f{ruit, flow’r, amburofial gems and 1

Whele eye'fo {uperficiaily furveys {gold ;
'I'hefe things, as not to saind from whence they
. Erow .
"Doop wiler ground, materials dark and crude,

Of fwiritous and fiery {pume, till teuch’d

With Heav'n'd ray, and temper'd, they fhoot |
So beautecas, op'ning to the ambient light 2 {forth
'I'hefe, in their dark nativity, the deep

thall yicld us, pregpant with infernal flame ;
Which info hollow engines long and round

‘Ihick rarim’d at th’ other bore with touch of fire
Dilated and infuriate, fhall {fend forth

Jrom far with thund’ring noife among our foes
Such implements of mifchief, as fhall dafh

‘T'o pieces, and o’erwhelm whatever {tands
Adverfe, that they fhall fear we have difarm’d
'The thund’rer of his only dreaded bolt,

Nor long fhall be our JaBbur; yet e’er dawn,

¥ ffect thall end our with. Mean while revive; |
Abandon fear ; to ftrength and counfel join’d

4

He ended 3 and his words their drooping cheer
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{ Inlighten’d, and their languifh'd hope reviv'd. -

| Of golden panoply, reluigent hoit, -

-

Th' invention alf admir'd, and each, how he .z
To be th® inventor mif'd 3 fo cafy” it feem’d -
Once found, which yet unfound, moft would have

Impoflible : yet haply of thy race ~ [thought-

1 In future days, #f malice fhould aboand, =~
1 ‘Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir'd - .+

Withdfﬁli{h ma:hinatiun, mtght dﬂ?ifﬂ .-_1;% .
Like infirament to plague the fons of mefi

| For fin, on war and mutual flaughter bent.

i Forthwith from council to the work they flew
| Nore arguing ffoed: imnumerable hands

1 Were ready; in - moment up they turn'd

| Wide the celeftial foil, and {awe beneath

1 Th’ originals of Nature,in their crude

Conceptionss fulphurous and pitrous foarn .
They found, they mingled ; and, with fubtile ast,

1 Conco&ted and adufted, vhey reduc’d
| ‘T'he blackeft grain, and into flore convey'd:

Part hidden veins digg'd wp {nor Mthmth
Enrails unlike) of mu and fone, - - 3

Whereof to found their engines andthoir balls - -
Of miffive ruin; part incentive reed
Provide, permcious with one touch to fire.

So all e'er day-fpring, under confcious Niga®

| Secret they finifh'd, and in order {et,

With filent circumipedtion, unefpy’'d. . - 3
Now,when fair motn orientin Heav'n ‘“‘PPWH;'_ '

| Up rofe the victor Angels, and to arms

The matin trampet fong: in arms they flood

Soon banded ;3 others from w billy

Look'd round, and fcouts.
{cour,

Each quarter, to defcary

- ponft hgh' taim
the diftant foe. et

{ Where lodg'd, or whither fied, or if for fight, : b
| In motion or in halt: him foon they met,
{ Under fpread enfigns, moving nigh, in flow,

But firm battalions back with fpeedieft fail. _
Zophiel,of Chetubim the fwittelt wing, .
Came {ly'ng, and, inmid air,aloud thusety’d . .
Arm, Warriors, arm for fight; the foe
hand, |
Whom fled we thought, will fave s long purfuit.
'T'his day 3 fear not his flight; fo thick a clond -
He comes, and fettled in his face I fee

at

| Sad refolution, and fecure 3 let each

His adamantine coat girt well, and cach
Fit well his helm, gripe faft his orbed {hield,
Borme ¢v'n or high ; for this day will pour dewn,
if I conjecture ought, no drizzling fhower, -
But rattling form of arrows bard'd with fire.

So warn’d he them, aware themfelves, and foon
In order, quit of all impediment; . i
Inftant, without difturb, they took alarn,
And onward mov'd embatrel’d ; when, behold
Not diftant far, with heavy pace, the foe
Approachizg grofs and huge,in hollow cube,
Training his devilith engin’ry, impal'd |
On every fide with fhadowing fquadrons deep,
To hide the fraud, At interview both fteod
A while ; but fuddenly at head sppear’d ot
Satan; and thus was heird commanding loud ;
Vangtard, to right and left; the front anfold;

That all may fee who hate us, how we feck
D iij
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. Peace and ¢ompofure, and, with open breaft,
Stand ready to.receive them, if they like
*Our overturs, and turn not back perverfe ;
But that 1:doubt ; however, witnefs Heav'n,
Heax'n, witnefs thuu anon, while we dlfchar e
. Freely our patt; ;. Yo who appointed, ftand,
. Da-as you have in charge, and briefly touch
*. What we mpnund and loud, that all may hear,
" 8o feoffing, in ambigugus words, he fearce
. Had ended ; when, to right-and left, tue front
- Divi ided, and to either Hank retir'd ;
Whlch to our eyes difcever’d, new and ftrange,
.- A triple qhounted row of ptllara faid
- On wheels (for like to pillars moft they
" Or hollow’d bodics made of oak or fir,
" ‘'With brasches lapt i wood or mountain feil'd)
© Bwals, iron, flony mould, had not their mouths,
- ith hideous arifice, gap'd on us wide,
.. Portending hollow truce: at each behind
~ A Beraph flood, and in his hand a reed
. Btood wavinyr, tipt with fire ; while we fui'pﬂnﬂ:
. Colledted ﬁund;. within our thoughts amus’d,
"= Not long ; for fudden all at once their rceds
- Put fﬁrth ‘and to a parrow vent apply'd,
- WitpJcelt touch, Immediate i a ﬂmw,
. Bugwoon obdfcus’d wuh fmoke, all Heav'nappear'd,

o thofe dﬂ{P-tllrﬂ&tLd engm..s beleh'’d, mhnﬁ

feem’d,

L Ty

Imbowel'd with nlltrtigeuus hoife the air;

And all her entrails tore, difgorging foul

* Their devililh glot, chain’d thunderbolts and hail
Of iron globess which an the victor hoft

~ Level'd mxth fuch impetuous fury tuote,

- ‘That whﬂm they L, nohe on thelr foet mivht

m Lhn Elfe as rocks, but down they {ell
By thnufandm angelan arcli-angel rolt'd;

?Ihe fooner for.their arms ; unarm’d they might
. Have eafily as Sp’rits. wadfd [wiit
By quick contrudiem, or remove ; but now
Foul diffipation foilow*d, and forc'd rout;

" Nor ferv & at to relay thelr forried files, ..
- What fhould they do ? H on they rufh’c, repulfe
Repeated,; and- mdecent pverthrow

Dnuhled would renderthem yet more defpis’d,
Aud to their foes a Lyughter ¢ forin view

Stood runk’d of It:rﬂphlm anﬂth:.r row,

In pofiure to difplode their fzcond tire
. O thugder 5 hack deicated to return

" Fhey worfe abhor'd. Sutan behelg their piight
.ﬂud to his mates thus i derifion cadl'd,

O Friends, whycome not on thefe victors rrnLd?
F'er whilc they fierce were -:.c;rrmnjr s LA wWLen wWe
To entertain t}u -m fair with ppen front  {terms
And bresft (what could we more 7] propounded
Of mmpuﬂtmn, itrpipht. they chang’d their minds,
. Flew off, and inio, firange vagartes feil,.

As they would darice ; yet for a-dance thﬂ {fcem’d
Somewhat extravagaar and wild, perlaps
For joy of cffer’s peace:nbee 1 fuppcle,

If vur p'ro»pnlais oRce apain were Leard,
"We fhiould comnpel thawr'to 2 quizk refult.
"T'o whom thuﬂ Belil i1 like g&mcfumﬂ mood,
Legder, the tcimos we lent wete texrms uf weiglt,
Ut hard coutonts, and full of foree vwrp'd hene,
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Such as we might perceive amus’d them alli,
And ftumbl'd many ; who receives them right,
Had need from head to foot well underftand ;
Not underftood, this gift they have befides,
They thew us when our foes walk not upright.

So they among themiclves, in pleafant vein,
Stood foofling, heighten'd in their thoughts be-
All doubt of vidtory ; Fternal might [yond
To match with their inventions they prefum’d

8o ealy’, and of his thunder made a fcern,

And all his hoft derided, whiie they ftood
2. while in trouble; bat they ftood not long ; |
Rage prompted them at Lngth and found them
arms
Agatndl fuch Pkellifh nufchief fit + oppofe.
Forthwwith (pehiold the exeellence, the power,
Which God hath in'Lis mighty angclﬂ plac d)
Their arms away they threw, and to the hilis
(For Earth hath this v;i.ri{.'t}' from Heav'n
Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale) [flew ;
Lapht as the lightoing glmpfe they ran, they
From thcir foundations loos'ning to and fro,
They pluck’d the feated kills, with all their load,
Rocks, waters, woods, and, by the fhagpy tops,
Uplifting bore them in their hands @ amaze,
Be fure, and terror f212°d the rebel hotl,
When coming towards them fo dyead they fuw
The bottom of the mountiins npward turr’d
‘1'iil on thofe curfed engines’ triple row
They fuw them wheln’d, and all their confidence
Lindcr the weight of mountains buried deep;
Thewlelves invaded next, and on their heads
Mauin pmmﬁntﬁrics flupg, which in the air
Came fhudowing, and opprefs’d whole legions
drﬂld
'T'Lelr armour hc:lpd their Lorm, crufh'd in and
bruisd
Into their fubfiance pent, vohich wrought them
Impuaceble, and many 4 doloreiis groan, | pain

Logg firuggling underneath, ¢’er they could wind

Out of {uch pris’n, tho' Sp'rits of purclt ligin,
Fureft at firlt, now grefs by finning grow,
I 'he reft in imitation to like arms

Betook them, and the neighl’ riug hills uptore
Yo hiils, am 1L1 the air, encountar’d hills,
Hurl’d to and fro *mth jacuhtmn dire,
'That under ground they fought in difmal fhadc 3 ;
Infernal noife ; war feem’d o avil game | «
'{'o this upreer; horfid confuflon héap’d
Upor-confufion rofe : 2nd pow all Heavn
Had gene to wrack, with ruin ﬂvﬂrfprmd
Had not ! Alrrlghtv di'.hf:r where he fits
Shrin’d in kis andluary of Heov'n fecuré,
Confulting on the fum of things, fureﬂ;tu
'$'his tumault, and pernutted ali, advis'd :
"[hat his great purpofe he might fo fulfil,
'I'v honour his anointed Son aveng’d
Upon his ¢nemies, apd to declare
All pawer on him transferr’d : whence to lus Son,
11 affeflor of his throne, he thus began

L ulgr:ﬂcﬁ of iy glory® Son belov'd,

Som, in whofe fuce 1nvifible 1s beheld
Viﬁbl)r, what by deity I um,
Andin whofe hand what by decree [ do, ~
Swcend Cmzitpetetice, two days arw pall,
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Two days, 25 We compute the days of Heav'n,
Since Michael and his powers went farth to
tame

‘Thele difobedient : fore Had been their fight, =+~

As likelieft was, when two {uch foes met arm’d &

For to themfelves I left them, and thou know’it,

Fqual in their creation they were form’d, |

“Gave what fin hath impair'd, which yet hath
wrought ) .

Infenfibly 3 dor 1 fufpend their doom; .

Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft

Endlcls, and no folution will be found :

\War wearied bath petform’d what War can do,

And to diforder’d rage let loofe the reins,

With mountains, as with. weupons arm’d, which
makas

<#11d work in Heav'n, and dang'rous to the main.

'[‘wo days are therefore palt; the third is thine

Yor thee 1 have ordain’d it, and thus far

Have fuffer’d, that the glory may be thine

Of ending this great war, {ince non¢ but thou

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtuc and grace

{mmenfe 1 have transfus'd, that all may know

In Fleav'n and Hell thy power above compare ;

And this perverfe commotion govern'd thus,

'T'o mabifeflt thee worthieft to be Feir

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King

By facred unélion, thy deferved mgt. -

(o then, thou Mightelt, in thy Futher’s might,

Alcend my chariot, guide the rapid whecls

That fhake Heav'n's balis, bring forth allmy war,

Néy bow and thunder, my Almighty arms

_ Gird on, and fivord, upon thy puiffant thigh;

Purfue thefe Tons of Darknefs, drive them out

From all Heav'n’s bounds into’ the ntter deep

There Jet them lcarn, as likes them, to defpile

Cod, siid:Mefliah, his anointed King.

Fe faid s and on his Son with rays dire&
&hone fulls he all his Father full exprefs’d
incffubly into his face receiv'd § .
And thus the filial Codhead anfw’ring fpake

() Father, O Supreme of heav’nly thronvs '
Firit, Highelt, Floiilt, Belt, then always feek’{t
To glorily thy on, 1 always thee, |
As s eudt jult s thas Ty slory’ account,

My esaltation, und my whole deligiit,

o That thou.in me well pleas'd, declay’ft thy will

1'"1,1%{111;:(1, which to fulfit! is all my bhis.

Scoptre and powcr, thy giviag, | afume,

And glidlier fhall vdign, when, in the end,

‘I'sou {halt Le all in all, und 1 in thee

For ever, and in me all whem thou lov'{t :

¥Fut whom thou hat’it, I hate wnd can put o

Thy terrars, as [ put thy mildnels on,

Emage of thec in all things; wnd fhidl fecn,

Arnvd with thy might, 1id Heav'n of thefe re-

bcll‘d,

To their prepar'd il manfion diiven dewn,

T'o chains of darknefs, and th® undying worm,

T'Lat frum thy juft cbedionce could ruvols, |
Vhom ta obey is happinels cotire. - [pure

Then fhall thy fuints unmid'd, and [rom th' -

For [upurate, circing thy holy Mouut

Unlagg'a Lallcluiab’s co thee ling,

¥lymas of Ligh pruif, and D amerg them JLis

Flafhing thick flames, wheel

' Amber, and colours of

'Of fmoke, and bickering fla
Attended with ten thoufand
‘He onward caine, far off hisrtmni_ng.ﬂiﬂn{;‘i
;And cwenty thoufabd {I théi nuntbely hd;_'l‘i’).
Clariots of - God, balf. of cath band werdsde
11¢ on'the wings of Cherpb rode fubisee::

‘On the cryftalline fley,
Tuitrious far-and wide, bit by hisows:: ;.
Firit feen 3 thera unexpecied joy furpris'd,

‘Flis army,

Tach to his place ; they ‘heard his veice,
'Obfequious 3 Heav'n his.wonted face rénew’d,:

F
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o faid, he o'er his fceptee howing, rofe
From the right hand of Glory where he fat; |
And the third facred morn hfgﬂﬂ'tq-.ﬁiﬂﬁ, - e,
Dawning throngh Heavin: forth ruth’d with

» whirlwind found . - ¢ -

The chariot of paternal Deity,- =
within wheel uns
Ttfelf inftiné with [pins, but convey’'d . ‘
Ry four cherubic -fhapes; four faces esch,’®
Had wond’rous ; as.with Ttars their bhodiesal - .
And wings, were fet with cyes, with ey2s ‘the
Of heril, and careering fires between ;. [wheels
Over their heads a cryftal irmament, -
Whereon a faphire throne, inlaid with pure -

the fhow'ry arch.:

He in celeftial pdnoply all arm’d = =
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought,
Afcended 5 at his right hand Vidtory™ -0

Sat cagle-wing'd befide him hung hi bow
And quaver,

LY

-
-

with three-bolted thunder.ftor'dy
And from about hiny fierce effufiost-rolt'd- .
mg; and fparkldadire!
thoufund faimsg.

in faphare threm'd, o

When the greatenging oft Mt:ﬂiﬂi_ﬂh#_&ﬁﬁ

Aloft by angels borne; ds g kel

Under whele condudt Mickanl Tk
circumfus’d on-either wcieh
Inder their head imbedied all in-one.. -
Refore kim Powet divine his why-prepar’ T
‘At his command th’ uprooted hitls retitd -~ . .
and wint

And vwith frefh Sow’rets bill and valley friifd. |

‘I'his faw his haplefs foes, but {tood ohduid,.

And to rebellious Sgkt rellied thar powers, -

Infenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. |

I hewe'nty {p’rits could fuch perverfenefs dwell L

Lat to convince the proud what figns avail, .

Or woriders move th' obdurate to relent, . .. .

They harden’d more by what might molt reclaitn,

(iricving to fee his glory, at the ight - ;

Took envy ; and afpiring to his height,

Stood reimbattl’d ficree, by force or fraud

Weening to profper, and at length prevail:

Againft God and Mefliab, or to’ {all

1z univerfal ruin Jaft; and now .-

o final bagtle drew, difduining Bight,

G faint retreat : when the great Son of God

T'o all Lis boft on eitker hand thus fpake : |
Stand ftill in bright =rray, ye Saints, here fland

Ye angels arm’d, this day from battle reft;

Faithful hath been your warfare, and of Cod

Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous ca {e;

And as ye have received, fo have ye done

Invincibly 3 but of this curfed crew

'I'he punifhinment to other Land belongs;

Vengeance is his, or whofe he {ole appoints?

Nueher to this duy's work is not ordain’d,

D iii]
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Nor muititude ; ftand only and behold
~ God’s indignation on thele godlefs pour’d
By me ; not you but me they have defpis'd,
Yet envied ; againt me is all their rage,
. Becaufe the Father, to’ whom in Heav'n fupreme

lﬁ.nrﬁdom_ and power, and glory appertains,
Ha hunaur‘dpmc aénurdiﬁg to h%i? will,
. Therclore to me their doom he hath affign’d ;
That they may have their with, to try with me
In battle which the fironger proves, they all,
Or [ alone againft them, fince by firength
- They meafure all, of other exceilence
. Not emulous, nor care who them excells;
Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe.
So fpake the Son, and into terror chung'd
. His count’nance too fevere to be beheld,
And full of wrath bent on his enemics.
At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings
With dreadful thape contiguous, and the orbs
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the found
Of torrent floods, or of 2 fAuvmerous hoft.
He on his impicus foes right onward drove,
Gloomy as night ; under ﬁis burning whecls
The flediaft empyrean fhook throughout,
All but the throne itfelf of God. Full foon
Amp o them he arriv'd, in his right hand
- Grping ten thoufand thunders, which he fent
~-ctore him, fuch as in their fouls infix'd
i;lagues; they aflonithed all refiftance loft,
All courage ; down their idol weapons dropt ;
©’er fhieids and helms and helmed heads he rode,
Of throdes and mighty feruphim proftrate,
"That with’d the mountains now might be again
- 'Thrown on them as a thelter from his ire.
- Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fcll
_ %‘ﬁ."m from the four.fold vifag’d Four
iftiné& with eyes, and from the living wheels
Diftinét alike with multitude of eyes ;
One fpirit in them rul’d, and every eye

. Glar'd light'ning, and thot forth pernicious fire.

Among th' accurs’d, that wither'd all their firength
And n% their wonted vigour left them drain’d,
Exhaufted, fpiritlefs, aflidted, fal'n.

* Yet half his frength he put not forth, but check’d
Xis thunder in mid volly ; for he meunt |
Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heay'n &
‘The overthrown he rais’d, and as a herd |
Of goats or timorous flock together throng’d,
Drove them before him thunder-ftruck, purfued

" 'With terrors and with furics to the bounds |
And chry

Roll'd inward, and a {pacious gap difelos’d

“Into the wafteful Decp; the monfrous fight

ftal wall of Heuv'n, which opening wide,
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Struck them with kerror backward, but far worfe

Urg'd them behind; headlong themfelves they
threw

Down from the verge of Heav'n ; eternal Wrath

Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit.

Hell heard th® unfufferable noife ; Hell faw
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled
Afirighted ; bue {tri& Fate bad caft too deep
Her dark foundations, and too faft had bounnd,
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaes roar’d,
And felt tenfold confufion-in their fall '
Throngh his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout
Incumber’d him with ruin: Hell at Jaft
Yawning receiv’d them whole, and on them clos’d;
Hell their fit habitatién, fraught with fire
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain.
Difburden’d Heav'n rejoie’d, and foon repair’d

| Her mural breach, returning whence it roli’d.

Sole vidtor from th' expulfion of his foes

Mefliah his triutnphal charist turn’d ;

‘T meet him all his faints, whe filent ftood

Eye witnefles of his almighty adts,

With jubilee advanc’d 5 and as they went,

Shaded with branching palm, each order bright,

Sung triumph, and hiny fung vi&orious King,

Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given,

Worthiceft to reign : he celebrated rode

Triumphant through mid Heav’n, into the courts

And temple of his mighty Father thron'd

On high ; who into glory him receiv'd,

Where now he fits at the right hand of Blifs.
Thus meafuring things in Heav'n by things on

earth

At thy requelt, and that thou mayft beware

By what is paft, to thee | have reveal’d

What might have clfe to human race been hid 5

The difcord which befel, and waur in Heav'n

Among th’ angelic powers, and the deep fall

Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebell'd

With Satan ; he who cnvies now thy ftate,

Who now is plotting how he may feduce

Thee al{o from obedience, that with him

Bereav'd of happinefs thou mayft partake

His pupithment, eternal mifery ;

Which would be all his {folace and revenge, -

As 3 defpite done againft the Moft High,

Thee once to gain companion of his woe.,

But iiften not to his temptations ; warn

Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to’ have heard

By terrible example the reward ;

Of difobedience; firm they might have flood,

Yet $0ll; remember, and fear to tranfgrefs,
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BOOK VI

The Argument,

Raphael, at the requeft of Adam, relates how and wherefore this world was fisft created ; that Gad,
after the expelling of Satan and his angels out of Heav'n, declared his pleafure to create another
world and other creatures to dwel] therein; fends his fon with glory and attendance of angels, to

perform the work of creation in fix days : the angels celcbrate with hymns the performance therecs

and his re-alcenfion into Heaven.

T)escenn from Heav'n, Urania, by that name
If rightly thou art call'd, whefe voice divine
Following, above th' Olympian hill I foar,
Above the flight of Pagafean wing.
‘I'he meaning, not the name, I call 1 for thon,
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top
Of old Olympus dwell'it, but heav’'nly born,
Before the hills appear’d, or fountain flow’d,
"I'’hou with eternal wifdem didft converfe,
Wifdom thy fifter, and with her didft play
In prefence of th' almighty Father, pleas’d
With thy ccleftial fong, Up led by thec
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns, [ have prefum’d,
. Ao earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air,
 Thy temp'ring ; with Like fafety guided down
Return me to my native clement :
5\_.EH: from this flying fteed unrein’d, (as once
t¥llerophon, the' from a lower clime)
Diimotnted, on th' Aleian fieid I fail
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn,
Half yet remains unfung, but narrawer bound
Within the vifible diurnal fphere ;
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole

. Mere fafe I ling with mortal voice, nnchang’d

- To hoaric or mute, tho’ fall’n on ¢vil days,
Gn evil days tho' fall’n, and evil tongues ;

. In darknefs, and with dungers compafs’d round,
And folitude ; yet not ajone, while thou
Vifit'{t my flumbers nightly, or when Morn
Purples the eaft ; fiill govern thou my fong,
Urania, and fit audience find, tho’ few,

But drive far off the barbarous diffonance
Of Bacchus and hs revellers, the race
. ©Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard

';L.'n Rhodone, where woods and rocks had cars

JR—
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To rapture, till the {avage clamour drown’d
Both harp and voice ; nor could the Mufe defend
Her fon. So fail not thou, who.thee implores s
For thou art heavenly, fhe an empty-dream. °
Say, Goddefs, what enfued, when Raphadl,
The affable Arch-angel, had forewayn’d
Adam, by dire example, to beware
Apoftacy, by what befel in Heav's
T'o thefe apoitates, left the like befal
In Paradife, to Adam or his race,
Charg’d not to touch the interdicted tree,
If they tranfgrefs, and {light that {ole command,
So ealily ebey’d amid the choice |
OF all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite,
Tho' wand'ring, He, with his conforted Eve,
The ftory heard attentive, and was fil’d
With admiration, and deep miufe, to hear
Of things fo high and ge, things te their
So unimaginable as hate m Heav'n, [thought
And war {o near the peace of God in blifs -
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon,
Driv'n back, redounded as a flood on thofe
From whom it {fprung, impoflible to mix
With bleffednefs. Whence Adam foon repeal’d
The doubts that in his heart arofe : and now
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know
What nearer might concern him, how this world
Of Heav'n and Earth confpicuous firft began,
When, and whereof created, for what caule,
What within Eden or without was done
Before his memory, as one whele drouth
Yet fcarce allay’d, ftill eyes the current ftream,
Whole liquid murmur heard new thirft excites,
Proceeded thus to afk his heav’nly guett :
Great things, and full of wonder in our cars,

-
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Far differing from this world, theu haft reveal’d,
Divine interpreter, by favour fent
Down from the empyréan, te forewarn
Us timely’ of what might clfe have been our lo fs,
Unknown, which human knowledge could not
_ reach :
! ¥or which to th’ infinitely Good we owe
$mmortal thanks, and his admonifhment
Receive with folemn purpofe, to obferve
Immutably his fov’reign will, the end
Of what we are, But fince thou haft vouchfaf’d
Gently for our inftruction to impart [cern’d
Things above earthly thought, which yet con-
Our kowing, as to higheft Wifdom feem’d,
Deign to defcend now lower, and relate
*What may no lefs perhaps avail us known,
How firft began this Heaven which we hehold
Diftant fo high, with moving fires adorn'd
Yanumerable, and this which yields er filis
All fpace, the ambicnt air wide interfus’d
Embracing round this florid carth, what caufe
Mov'd the Creator in his holy reft
‘Throagh all eternity fo lute to build _
In Chaos, 2nd the work begun, how foon

iv'd, if unforbid thou may’# unfold
hat we, nat to cxplore the fecrets afk
Of his cternal empire, but the morc
Teo maguify his works, the more we know.
And the great Light of day yet wants to run
Much of bis'race tho’ fteep ; fulpénfe in Heav'n,
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears,
And longer will delay to hear theé tell
His generatioft; and the rifing birth

Of ‘Nature from the unapparent Deep ¢
B if the ftar of evening shd the moon

Hafte to thy audience, Naght with her will hring'

Silence, and Sleep Lift’ning to thee wiil watch,
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fopg

End, and dilmifs thee ¢’er the morning {huic.

Thus Adam his illuftrious guelt betought

And thus the godlike: Angel anfwer'd mild.
This alfo thy requeft, with caution u{k’dy
Obtain 1 the’ to recount Almighty works
What words or tongue of Seragh can fufiice,
Or heart of man fuflice to comprehend?
Yet what thou canft attain, which belt may
To glorify the Maker, and infcr

‘Thee aifo happier, fhall not be with-held
Thy hearing, fuch commiflion from above

[ have receiv'd, to anfwer thy defire

Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abftain
T'o afk ; ner let thine own inventions hope
Things not reveal’d, which th’ invifible King,
Only omnif¢ient, hath {fupprefs'd in night,

T'o none communicable in Earth or Heuv'nj
Enough is left belides to fearch and know.

But knowlédge: is as food, and needs no Tels
Her temsp'rance over appetite, to know

In meafure vwhat the muind may well contain;
 Dpprefles elfs with furfeit, and foon turus
Wildain to folly' 9 nowrifment té wind.

Knew, then, that after Lucifer from Heavn

(So call him, brighter once amidit the helt

Of Angcls than that ftar the fiars among )

1 wieh iz Asrmine leolons *hroveh <he derp

{erve
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Into his place, and the great Son return’d
Vidtorious with his Saints, th’ Omnipotent
Fternal Father from his throne beheld
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake :

At leaft our envious foe hath fail’d, who thought
All like himfelf rebéllious, by whoie aid
This inacceffible high ftrength, the feat
Of Deity Supreme, us difpoflels’d,

He trufted to have feiz’d, and into frand

Drew many, whem their place kaows here no

Yet far the greater part have kept, 1 fee,  [more

Their ftation, Heav'n yet populous retains

Nuniker fufficient to poflcfs her realms,

Tho' wide, and this high temple to frequent

With minifteries due and folemn rites:

But left his heart exalt him in the harm

Already done, to*have difpeopled Heav'n,

My damage fondly deem’d, 1 can repait

That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe

Self-loft, and in a moment will create

Another world, out of one man a race

Of men innumerable, thére to dwell,

Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd

They open to themfelves at lengthizhe way

Up hither, under long cbedience try'd,

And Farth be chang’d to Heav'n, dnd Heav'n
to Earth, i _

One kingdom, joy and union without end,

Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of Heav'n,

And thou my word, begotten Son, by thee

‘I'his I perform, {peak thou, and be it done :

My overfhadewing Sp'rit and might with thee

I fend along ; tide forth, and bid the Deep

Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth,

Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe 1 am whe bl

Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace.

I"he’ T uncircumicrib’d myfelf retre,

And put not forth my goodncfs, which s free

‘T'e act or not, Neceflity and Chance

Approach not me, and what 1 will 1s fate,

So fpake th’ Almighty 3 and to what he fpuke
FHis Word, the filial Godhead, gave effedt,
Immediate are the als of God, mote [wt
‘'han tinie or motion, butto hnman cars

Cannot without procéls of time be rold,

Great triumph and rejoicing was in Fleav'n, 2
When fuch was heard declar’d, th’ Alinjehty’s

witl; , «

Glory they fung to the Moft High, good will
'Te future men, and in their dweilings peace
Glory to Lim, whofe juft avenging 1irc
Had driv'n out th® ungodly frem his fight,
And th’ habitations of the juft; to him
Glory and praife, whofe wifdom hath erdonr’d
Good out of evil to create, inftead
Of Sp'ritsmalign a better race to bring
Into thejr vacant room, and thence difuie
His yuod to worlds and ages infunite.

So fung the Hietarchics meanwhile the Scn
On s great E}Lpﬁditiﬁll pow appear d,
Girt with Omnipotence, wich radiunce crown'd
Of majully divine § feplence and love
Immenie, and all Lis Futher in bim {hane.
&hout his chariot numberkds wore powyd

- L
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*Eheruh ond Seraph, Potentates and thrones,
“And Virtues, wing'd Sp'rits, 2nd chariots wing’'d
' From th' armoury of God, where ftand of old
i Myriads between two brazen mountains ledg'd
iﬁgainﬂ.a {olemn day, harnefs’d at hand,
¥ Colaftial equipage ; and now came forth
Spoutancous ; for within them {pirit liv'd,
- Artendant on their J.ord 1 Heav'n open’d wide
" Her ever-during gates, harmonious {ournid
On golden hinges moving, to let forth
- fhe King of Glory in his pewerful Word
And Spitit coming. to create new worlds.
On heav'nly ground they ftoed, 2nd from the fhore
They view’d the vaft immeafurabic abyls,
Outrageous as a fea, dark, waftciul, wild,
Up from the bottom turn’d by furious wincs
Aund Sarping waves, as mountaing, to affauit
Heav'n's hicicht, and with the centre mix the pole.
Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou Ideep,
peucs,
Gaid then th' omnific Word; your difcord end :
Nor ftay’d, but on the wings of Cherubim
Uplifted. in paternal glory roce '
Far inte Chawe, and the world unborn 3
For Chaos heard his voice 5 him all his train
Follow’d in bright proceflion to behold
Creation, and the wounders of his might.
Then ftay'd the fervid whecls, and 1n his hand
He tock the golden compafies, prepar’d
In God's cternal ftore,to circumicribe
‘I'Lis univerfy, and all ereated things
One {oot be center'd, and the other turn'd
Round through the vaft profundity obicure,
And faid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds,
This be thy juft circumierence, O World,
Thus God the ¥leav'n created, thus the Earth,
Matter unform'd and void : darknefs profound
Cover’d th* abyfs : ‘but on the wat'ry calm
His brooding wings the Spnit of God outfpread,
And vital virrue' infus’d, and vital warmth

‘Throughout the fivid mals, but downward purg"d'

‘Fhe black tartarcous cold infernal dregs
Adverle to life 1 then founded and conglob’d
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place
Difparted, urd hetween fpun out the air,

;g},nd Eurth, felf-balanc'd, on ber centre hung.
1.t there be Light, faid God, and forthwith
Ethereul, irdt of things, quinteflence pure, FLight
$prung from the teep, and from her native Eait
To journcy through the airy gloom began,
spher’d in a radiant cloud s for yet the fun
Was not; dhe io a cloudy tabernucle
Sojourn'd the while; Gad faw the light was good ;
And light frem darknefs by the hemilphere
Divided : light the Day, and darknefs Night |
He nam’d. Thus was the firft day Ev'n and
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung [morn ;
By the celeftial quires, when Onient Light
Exhaoling firft from darkaefs, they beheld;
Birth-day of Heav'a and Earth; with joy and

{hout
The hollow univerful orb that fill'd,
_And touchk'd their golden harps, and hymaning
E%ad ond bes works, Creator, him they fung,
Motk when firft evening was, and when firlt mern.

1
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Again, God {aid, Let there be. frmament- ©
Amid the waters, and let it divide - - ..

The waters from: the waters ! 'spd God made -
The firmament, expanle of liguide pure, .- °©
Tranlparent, clemental air, diffugd:

I circuit to-the uttermoft convex . .

) ' ition firm andfure,

o

Of this great ground 1 partition
The watars ynderneath-from’ thofe abeve -
Dividing : for as Earth, fo he the world

Built on circumfluous waters: calm, in wide -
Chriftallin ocean, and the loud milrule

Of Chaos far remov’d, lek fierce extremies
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frames
And Heav'n.he pam'd the Firmmament 2 fo even

¢ And morning chorus fung the fecond day.

The carth was form’d; but in the womb as y&l
Of waters, embryon immature involv'dy
Appdar'd net : over all the face of Kavth .
Wain ocean fow’d, not idley but with warm, -
Trolific humour foft’ning all ker globg, . - .-
Fermented the great mother to conceive,: - -
Satiate with genial'moifture, when God {aid,

Be gather’d now, ye waters under Heav'n, -
Into one place, and let dry land appear.
Immediately the mountains huge appeac
Emerpent, and their broad bare backs. uphea
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the fky

So high as héav’d the timid hills, fo low

Down {unnk a hollow bottom, broad and deep,
Capagious bed of waters: thither theyx ™ - .
Halted with glad precipitance, uprofld .

As drops on duft conglpbing fsensgheisy
Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge’ it _
For haite; fueh flight the great command imprels.d
On the fwift floods : s armicy at the call
.Of trumpet (for-of armies thow,haft heard)
T'roop to their {’canda.rd,{l_‘é the wat'ry throng,
Wave rolling after wave, where, way they found
If ffeep with torrent rapure, if through plain,
Soft-cbbing ; ner withitood them rock or hill, -
‘But they, or under ground, or circuit wigg -
With ferpeut error wand Ting, fonnd their way,
And on the wathy cofe deep channels wores ..
‘Eafy, e¢'er God had bid the ground be dry,. _

All but within thofe banks, where rivers now,
‘Stream, and perpetual draw their humid traim.
"The dry laamr}J Earthy, and the gneat receptacle

Of congregated watets, he call’d Seass - ..
And faw that it was good, and faid, Let th' Earth'
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed,
Aud fruit-tree. yielding fraic after her kund,
Whofe feed is ia-herfelf upon the Earth. .
He (carce had faid, when the bare earth, till tnen -
Defert and bare, unfightly, unadorn’d, .
Brought forth the tender grafs, whefe verdure clad.
Her univerfal face with pleafant green; . --:°
Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flower'd . ~
Opening their various colours, and made gay

Her bofom f[melling fweet: and thefe icarce

blown, - ) S

Forth flourifh’d thick the cluft’ring vine, forth crept
‘The Imclling gourd, up {tood the corny reed . '
Imbattel’d in her field, and th’ humble thruly,
And buth with frizzled hair implicit = Jaft ..
Rofe, as in dance, the {tately trees, and fpread

.’: '
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Their s braniches hupg with copious fruit, or

| - gemm'd crown'd
“Fieir bioffome ; with high weods the hills were
‘With tufts the vallies, and each fountain fide:
‘With borders lang the rivers : that Earth now
r'_ﬁmn’déikcutu Heav'n, a feat where gods might
well,
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt
Her facred fhades: the’ God had yet not rain’d
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground
- Nonz was, but from the Barth a dewy mift
‘Went up and water'd ull the ground, and each
Plant of the field, which, e’er it was in th® Earth
' God made, and every herb, before it grew
‘On the green flam ; God {aw that it was good
. &0 ev’aand morn recorded the third day.
Again th’ Almighty fpake,; Letthere be lights
- Migh in th’ expanie of Heaven, to divide
"The day frem night; and ler them be for figns,
For feafons, and for days, and circling years,
And let them be for lights, as I ordain
"Their office in the firmament of Heav'n
“To give light on the Earth ; and it was fo.
And God made two great lights, great for their ufe
: i%uan, tie greater to have rule by day,
che lefs by night altern ; and made the ftars,
And fet them in the firmament of Heav'n,
¥ iluminate the Earth, and rule the day
in their vicifitude, and rule the night,
And light from darknefs to divide. Geod faw,
Sugveying his t work, that it was good :
For of oeleftial bodies firlt the fun
A mighty fphere he fram’d, unhightfome firit,
'Fho' of cthereal mould : then form’d the meon
Rlahofe, and every magnitude of ftars,
And {ow’'d with ftars the Heav'nr thick as 2 field:
Of light by fac the grearer part he took,
Tranfplanted from her cloudy fhrine, and plac’d
in the {un’s orlh, made porous to receive
And drink the lquid light, firm to retain
Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light.-
Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars
Repairing, in their golder urms draw light,
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns;
By rindture or refledtion they augnrent

&

Thei¢ fmall peculiar, though from human fight

So far remote, with dimiinution {een,

Firft in his Eaft the glorious lamp was feen,

Regent of day, and all th’ borizon round

Invefted with bright rays, jocund to run

His longitude thro” Heav'n's highroad; the gray

Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc’d,

Shedding fwweat influence : lefs bright the moon

But oppofite in level'd Weft was fet

His mirvor, with full face borrowing her light

From him, for other light fhe needed none

In that afped, and ftill that diftance keeps

‘T3l might ; then in the caft her turns the fhines,

Revolv'd on Heav'n’s great axle, and her reign
* With thoufand lefler lights dividua! holds,

With thoufund thoufand ftars, that then appear'd

Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adorn’d

With their bright luminaries that fet and rofe,

Glad Ev'ming and glad Morn crown’d the fourth

& . %1 ™8 &% ~ a§ w .
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Reptile with fpawn abundant, living foul :
And let fowl fly above the Earth, with wings
Difplay’d on th'® open firmament of Heav'n;
And God created the great whales, and each
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly
The waters generated by their kinds,

And every bird of wing after his kind ;

And faw that it was good, and blefs’d them,faying,
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas,

And lakes, and running fireams the" waters fill ;
And let the fow] be multiply'd on th® Earth.,
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay
With fry innumersble fwarm, and fhoals

Of fith that with their fins and fhining fcales
Glide under the green wave, in fculls that oft
Bank the mid fea : part fingle or with mate
Grave the fea weed their pafiure, and through

.

groves
Of coral ftray, or fporting with quick glance
Shew to the fun their wav'd cofts dropt with gold,
Or m their pearly fhells at eafe, attend
Moft nutriment, or under rocks their food
In jointed armour watch : on fmooth the feal,
And bended dolphins play : part huge of buik -
Wallowing unwieldy, enormwous in their gate
Tempelt the ocean ; there Leviathan,
Hugeft of living creatures, on the deep
Streach’d like a promontory, fleeps or fwims,
And feems a moving land, and at his gills
Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea,

- Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and fhores,

‘I'heir breod as numerous hatch, from th® egp that
foan "

Burfting with kindly-repture forth difclos’d

‘Their callow young, but feather’d foon and fledge

They fumm’d their pens, and foaring th’ air fu-
blime

With clang defpis’d the ground, under a cloud

In profpedt ; there the eagle and the fork

On cliffs and cedar tops tbeir eyries build <

Part loofly wing the region, part more wife

In common, rang’d in figure, wedge their way,

Intelligent of fealons, and {et forth

Their airy caravan high over feas

Flying, and o¥cr tands with mutuval wing

Eafing their flight ; fo fteers the prudent ¢crane ﬁ

Her annunal voyage, borne on winds; the air = °

Flotes, as they pafs, fann'd with unnurher'd
plumes : " |

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong

Solac’d the woods, and fpread their painted wings,

Till ev’n, nor then the folemn nightingale

Ceas’d warbling, but all night tun’d her foft lays:

Others on filver Iakes and rivers bath'd

'Their downy breaft ; the fwan, with arched neck,

Between het white wings mantling proudly, rows

Her ftate with oary feet ; yet oft they quit

| The dank, and rifing on ftiff penons, tower

'T'he mid aereal fky : others on ground {founds
Walk’d firm: the crefted cock, whofe clarion
The filent hours, “and th’ other whofe gay tpain -
Adorns him, colour’d-with the florid hue

Of rainbows and ftarry eyes. ~The-waters thus
With fith replenifh’d, and the air with Zowl,



Bk VIL PARADISE LOST. e .

The fixth, and of creation laft arofe Delcends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes
With evening harps and matin, when God faid Dire&ed in devotion, to adore : L
Let th® Earth bring forth foul living in her kind, | And worfhip God fupreme, who made him chief
Cattle and creeping things, and beaft of th' Earth, | Of all his werks : therefore th* Ommnspotent

- Fach in their kind, The Earth obey’d, and firait | Eternal Father (for where is not he

" Opening her fertile womb, teem’d at a birth Prefent ?) thus to his Son audibly fpake :
Ymmuracrous living creatures, perfed fornusy { et us nrake now Man in our image, Man
Limb'd and fall grown; out of the ground uprofe | In our fimilitnde, and let them rule '

As from his lair the wild beaft, where he weons Over the fith and fowl of fea, and air,

In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; | Bealt of the field, and over all the Eartly, - .
Among the trees in pairs they sofe, they walk’d ¢ | And every creeping thing that creeps the grounde
The cattle in the fields and meadows green 3 This faid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O man, ‘
Thofe rare and folitary, thefe m flocks Duft of the ground, and in thy nofirils breath'd .

Palturing at once, and im broad herds upfprung. | The breath of life; in his own image he

The grafly clods now calv'd, now half appear'd Created thee, in the image of Ged

The tawny lion, pawing to get free Exprefs, and thor becam’st a WE foul.

His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from bonds, | Male he created thee, but thy conoss .-~ = .
And rampant fhakes his brinded mane ; the ounce, | Female for race 3 then blefs’d Man&&ﬁ ﬁ’i{

T'he libard and the tiger, as the mole Be fruitful, multiply, and £l the Earth, ™ -
Rifing, the crumbled earth abowe them threw Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold -
1o hillocks 1 the fwift {tag from undes grouod Over filh of the fea, and fowt of th' air, -~ =,
Bore up his branching head : (carce from hismonld | And every living thmg that moves on th’ Earth, -
Behemoth, biggeft born of Earth, upheav'd Wherever thus created, for no place
His vaftnefs : ficec’d the focks and bleating rofe, | Is yet diftinét by name, thence, as thou lmnw&
As plants: ambignous between fca and land He brought thee into this delicrous grove,
The river horfe and fcaily crocedile. This garden, planted with the trees of God,
At once came forth whatever crecps the ground, | Deleétable both to behold and tafte;
Infe& or worm : thofe wav'd their limber fans | And freely all their pleafant frait for foed
For wings, and fmalleft lineaments exadt Gave thee ; all forts are here that all &’ Barth
Jn all the liveries deck’d of Summer’s pride, Variety without end ; but of the tree [ yiclds
With fpots of gold and purple, azure and green : | Which tafted works knowledge of good amd ewil,
Thefe as in a line their long dimenfion drew Thou may'it not ; in the daythou cat'lt, thondy'R 5
Streaking the ground with finuous trace ; not all | Death is the penalty impos’d ; beware, '
ninims of Natures fome of ferpent kind, And govern well thy appetite, leit Sin
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv'd Surprife thee, and her black attendant Death. v
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. ¥ ir{t crept Here finifh’d he ; and all that he had made
‘I'he parfimonious emmet, provident View'd s and behold all was entirely good;

~ Of future, in fmall room large heast inclos’d, So Ev'n and Morn accemplifh’d the fixth day 2
Pattern of juft equality, perhaps Vet not till the Creator from his work '
Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes Defifting though unwearied, up return’d,
Of commonality : fwarming next appear’d Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode,
*I'he female bee, that feeds her hufband drone ‘Thence to behold this newecreated world,
Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells Th' addition of his empire, how it thew’d

_ With honey ftor'd : the refl are numberlefs, In profpeft from his throne, how good, how fair,

" And thou their natures know’ft, and gav'ft them | Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode
Needlefs to thee repeated ; nor unknown [names, Follow’d with acclamation and the found

T e ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field, Symphonious of ten thoufand harps that tun'd
Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyes Angelic harmeonies: the earth, the air
And hairy mane Grrific, though to thee Reiounded, (thou remember’ft, for thon heard'i)
Not Noxious, but obedient at thy call. The Heav'ns and all the conilellations rung. |
Now Heav'n in all her glory thone, and roll’d | The planets in their Ration lift'ning ftood,
Her motions, as the great firk Mover's hand While the bright pomp afcended jubslant.
Firft wheel'd their coutie ; Earthin ber rich attire | Open, € everlafting Gates, they fung,
Confummate lovely fmil'd ; aw, water, earth, Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors ; let 1
By fow], fith, beaft, was flown, was {wum, was | The great Creator from his work retemm’d
walk'd Magnificent, bis fix day’s work, a World 5
Frequent; and of the fixth day yet remain’d; | Open, and henceforth oft for Gad will deign
There wanted yet the mafter work, the end To vifit oft the dwellings of juft Men
Of all yet done ; a creature who not prone Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe
And brute as other creatures, but :m;&w'd Thither will fend his winged meffengers
With fan&ity of reafon, might ere&t On errands of fupernal grace. So fung
His ftature, and upright with front ferenie The glorious train afcending : he through Heav'r,
Govern the reft, felf-knowing, and from thence That open’d wide her blazin -portals, led
%gnminm‘u to correfpond with Heav'n, To God’s erernal houfe direét the way,

“Bot grateful to acknowledge whence hus good A hroad and ample road, whofe duft is goid
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And pavement ftars, as ftars to thee appear,
~Seen in the galaxy, that milky way,

Which nightly as a circling one thou feeft
Powdet'd with ftars. And now. on Earth the
Evening arofe in Eden, for the fun [feventh
‘Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on,
Forerunning Night ; when at the holy mount
Of Heav'n’s high-feated top th' imperial throne
Of Godhead, fix’d for ever firm and {ure,

‘The Filial Power arriv'd, and fat im down
With his great Father, for he alfo went
- Invifible, yet ftay’d, (fuch privilege

Hath Omaiprefence) and the work ordain’d,
Author and end of all things, and from work
Now refting, blefs’d and hallow’d the {ev'nth day,
As refting on that day from all his work,

But not in filence holy keep; the harp
Had work and refted not, the folemn pipe,

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet ltop,

All founds on fret by firing or golden wire
‘Bemper'd foft tunings, intermix’d with voice
Choral or unifon : of incenfe clouds .

Fuming {rom golden cenfers hid the mount.

Creation and the fix days adt they {ung,

#Geat are thy works, Jehovah, infinite  {tongue
"T'hy power : what thought can mealure thee or
Relate thee ? greater now in thy return
Than from the giant angels; thee that day
‘Thy thunders magnify’d; but to create
Is greater than created to deflroy.

Who ¢an impair thee, mighty King, or bound
Thy empirc? cably the proud attempt
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¢ Of fpirits apoftate and their counfels vain

Thou hafi repell’d, while impioufly they thought
| Thee to diminith,and {rom thee withdraw
. The number of thy worfhippers. Who fecks
T'o leflen thee againft his purpofe ferves
To manifcit the more thy might; his evil 2
, Thou-ufeft, and from thence creat’ft more gooid.
Witnefs this newe~niade World, another Heav'n
From Heav'n gate not far, founded i view
On the clear hyaline, the glafly fed;
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars
Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a world
| Of deftin’d habitation 3 but thou know’'it
| Their feufons : among thefe the feat of men,
- Farth with her nether ocean circumifus’d,

+ Their plealant dwelling place, ‘Thrice happy men,

And fons of men, whom God hath thus advanc’d
Created in his inage, there to dwell
And worfhip him, and in reward to rule
Over his works, en earth, in {ea, or air,
And multiply a race of worfhippers
Foly and judt : thrice happy if they knew
'Thur happinels, and perlevere upright.
So fung they ; and the empyrean rung
- With halleluiahs ; thus was {abbath kept.
And thy requefl think now fulfiii’d, that aik’d
' How firit this World and face of things bugan,
Aud what before thy memory was done
irom the beginmng, that pofterity
! Inform’d by thee might know ; if elfe thon feckx’t
Ouchiz, not furpaliing buman meafurc, fuy.

i
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The Argument.

. Adam inquices concerning celeftial mqtiﬂns, is doubtfully anfwer'd, and exhorted to fcarch nﬂm
things more worthy of knowledge : Adam aflents, and ftill defirous to detain Raphael, relates to
fiim what he remember’d fince his own creation, his placing in Paradife, lus talk with God concern-

L
:
1
|

i Tue angel ended ; and in Adam’s ear
So charming left his voice, that h: a while

'Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill ftoed fix'd tohear;

‘T'hen as new wak’'d thus gratefully reply’d :
What thanks fufficicnt, or what recompenie

Equal have I to render thec, divine

Hiftorian, who thus lurgely haft allay’d

The thirft 1 had of knowledge, and vouchfaf'd

T'his friendly condefcenfion to relate

Things clfe by me unfearchable, now heard

With wonder, but delight, and as is due,

With glory attributed to the high

Creator ; fomething yet of doubt remains,

Which only thy folution can refulve.
 When I behold this goodly frame, this world

Of Heav'n and Larth confifting, and compute

Their magnpitudes, this Earth, a fpot, a grain,
-.An atom, with the firmament compar'd

And zall her pumber’d ftars, that feem to roll

Spaces Tncamprehenfible (for fuch

Their diftance argues and their {wilt return

Diurnal) merely to officiate Jight

Round this opacious Earth, this punétual {pot,

Onc day and night in all their vaft furvey

Ulelefs befides ; reafoning T oft admire,

How Nature wife and frugal could commit

such dilproportions, with fuperfiuous hand

50 many nobler Lodies to create,

Greater {o manifold to this one ufe,

For vught appears, and, on their orbs impole

Such reftlefs refolution day by day

Repeated, while the fedentary Earth,

That Letter might with far lefs compafs move,
- 8erv'd by more noble than Letfelf, attains
'Her end without leaft motion, und receives,
"= tribute, Tuch a fumlefs journey brougit

ing folitude and fit fociety, his firit meeting and nuptials with Eve, his difcourle with the %ﬂl
theceupon ; who after admonitions repeated departs. - | C TR

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light;
Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number £ails,

" So fpake our Sire;and by his count’nance feest’d
Ent’ring on ftudious thoughts abitrufe, which Eve
Perceiving where fhe fat retir 4 in fight,

With lowiinefs majeftic from her {eat,

And grace that won who faw to wifh her ftay,—
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers,
To vifit how they profper’d, bud and bloom,
Her nurfery ; they at her coming {prung,

And touch’d by her fair tendence gladlier grew.
Yet went fhe not, as not with fuch difcourle
Delighted, or not capable her ear

Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe referv’d,
Adam relating, fhe fole auditrela;

Her hufband the relator fhe preferr’d.

Before the angel, and of him to alk

Chofe rather ; he, the knew, would intermix
Grateful digreffions, and folve high difpute
With conjugal carefles; from his lip

Not words alone pleas’d her. O when meet now
Such pairs in love and mutual honour join’d 3
With goddefs-like demeanour forth fhe went,
Not unattended, for on her as queen

A pomp of winning Graces waited itill,

And from about her fhot darts of defire

Into all eyes to wifh her ftill in fight.

| And Raphael now to Adam’s doubt prnpda’d'

Benevolent and facile thus reply’d :

To afk or {earch I blame thee not; for Heav'n
[s as the book of God before thee fet,
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and {earn
His {eafon, hours, or days, or months, or years :
This te attain, whether Hezv'n move or Farth,
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the yefl

| From man or angel the great Architedt
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Did wifely to conceal, and not divalge

Hia fecrets to be feann'd by them who ought
“Rather admire 3 or if they lift to try
Conjeure, he his fabric of the Heav'ns
Hatf: left to their difputes, perhaps to move

His langhter at their yuaint opinions wide
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n
And calculate the ftars, how they will wicld
‘The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive
To fave appearances, how gird the fphere
'With centric and eccentric fcribled o'er,

Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb:
Already by thy reafoning this I guefs,
Who art to lead thy offspring, and fuppofeft
"That bodies bright and greater fhould not ferve
The lefs not bright, nor Heav’n fuch journeys run,
Earth fiteing ftill, when fhe alone receives
T'he benefit : Confider firft, that great
Or bright infers not excellence : the Earth,
‘Though in comparifon of Heav'n, fo {mall,
Nor glift'ring, may of folid good contain
More plenty than the Sun that barren fhines,
Whofe virtue on itfelf works no effed,

in the fruitful Earth ; there firft receiv’d

g‘u;s beams, una&ive elfe, their vigour find.

" Vet not to Earth are thofe bright Juminarics
Officious, but to thee Earth’s habitant.
And for the Heav'ns wide circuit, let it {peak
‘The Maker’s high magnificence, who bailt
So fpacious, and his line firetch’d out fo far,
That manr may know he dwells not in his own
An edifice too large for him to fill,
Iodg'd in a fmall partition, and the reft -
Ordain’d for ufes to his Lord beft known.
=‘I'huz {wiftnefs of thofe circles attribute,
Though numberlefs, to bis omnipotence,
‘That to corporeal fubftances could add
Speed almoft fpiritual ; me thou think'ft not flow,
Who fince the morning hour fet out from Heav'n
‘Where God refides, and ¢’er mid day arriv'd
In Eden, diftance inexpreffible
By numbers that have name. But this I urge,
Admitting motion in the Heav'ns, to thew
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd ;

Not that I fo affirm, thoegh fo it feem
"T'o thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth,
God to remove his ways from human fenfe,
Plac'd Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly

fight, -

If 1t prgefumc, might err in things too high,
And no advantage gain. What if the fun
Be centre to the world, and other ftars
By his attraétive virtue and their own
Incited, dance about him various rounds?
Their wand'ring coutfe now high, now low, then
Progreflive, retograde, or'ftanding ftali, {hid,
In fix thou feeft, and what if feventh to thefe
*The planet Earth, fo ftedfaft though fhe feem,
Infenfibly three diffcrent mations move !
Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft aferibe
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities,
Or fave the Sun his labour, end that {wift
No&urna} and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd,
Invifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel

ol 1 oo e"ata s el wamde s thy hrliﬂf
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If Earth induftrious of herfelf fetch day
Travelling eaft, and with her part averfe

From the {un’s beam meet night, her other part
Still luminous by his tay. What if that light
Sent from her through the wild tranfpicuous air,
'Ta the terrefirial moon be as a flar .
Inlightning her by day, as the by night

This earth ? reciprocal, if land be thete,
Fields and inhabitants : her fpots thou feeft

'As clouds, and clouds may rain, 4nd rajn produce
Fruits in her foften’d foil, for fome to eat
Allotted there; and other funs perhaps

With their attendant moons thou wilt defery
Communicating male and female light,

Which two great fexes animate the World,
Stor’d in each orb perhaps with fome that live.
For fuch vafll room in Nature unpoffels’d

By liviug foul defert and defolate,

Only to thine, yet fearce to contribute

Each orb a glimpfe of light, convey’d fo far
Down to this habitable, which returns

Light back to them, is obvious to difpute,

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not,
Whether the fun predominant in Heav'n

Rife on Earth, or Earth rife on the {un,

He from the Eaft his flaming road begin,

Or fhe from weft her filent courfe advance

With inoffenfive pace that {pinning fleeps

On her f{oft axle, while fhe paces even,

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along,
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ;
Licave them to God above, him ferve and fear;
Of other creatures, as him pleafes beft,
Wherever plac’d, let him difpofe : joy thou

In what he gives to thee, this Paradife  °

4 And thy fair Eve; Heav’n is for thee too high

To know what paffes there ; be lowly wife

Think only what concerns thee and thy being ;

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there

Live, in what ftate, condition or degree,

Contented that thus far hath been reveal’d

Not of Earth only but of higheft Heav'n.
'Towhom thus Adam,clear’d of doubt, reply’d.

How fully haft thou fatisfied me pure

Inteliigence of Heav'n, Angel fercne,

And frecd from intricacies, taught to live

The eaficlt way, nor with perplexing thoughts 4

To interrupt the fweet of life, from whick

God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares,

And not moleft us, unlefs we ourlelves

t Seck them with wand'ring thoughts, and notions

But apt the mind or fancy is to rove [ vain.
Uncheck’d, and of her roving is no ¢nd;

Till warn’d, or by experience taught, the learn,
That not to know at large of things remote
From ufe, obfcure and fubtile, but to know
That which before us lies in daily life,

Is the prime wifdom ; what is more, is fume
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence,

And renders us in things that meft concern
Unpraétis'd, unprepar’d, and ftill to feek.
Therefore from this high pitch et us defcend
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand
Ufeful, whence haply mention may ar¥e

| Of formethine not unfeafonable to afic




Bvok Y111

By :....rance and thy wonted favour deign’d,
'T'hee T have heard relating what was done
E’cr my remembrance : now hear me rclate
My itory, which perhaps thou haft not heard;
And day is not yet fpent; till then thou feeft
How {ubtly to detain thee I devide,
_Inviting thee to hear while | relate,
" Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply:
For while 1 fit with thee, I fcem in Heav'n,
And fweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear
‘Than {ruits of palm-trec pleafanteft to thirfl
And hunger both, from labour, at the hour
Of [weet repaft ; they fatiate, and foon fill
Though pleafant, but thy words with grace divine
Inmbued, bring to their [weetnels no fatiety.
‘To whom thus Ruphael anfwer’d heav'nly meck.
Nor are thy Lips ungraceful, Sire of Men,
Nor tongue incloquent ; for Ged on thee
Abundantly his pifts hath alfe pour’d
Inward and outward both, his image fair
Speaking or mute, all comelinefs and grace
Attends thee, and each word; each motion forms ¢
Nor lefs think we in Heav'n of thee on Earth
"I'han of our fellow-fervant, and inquire
Gladly into the ways of God with Man :
I'or God we {ee bath honour'd thee, and fet
On man his equal love : fay therefore onj
¥Yor | that day was ablent, as befel,
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfeure,
¥ar on excurfion tow'rd the gates of Hell §
Squar’d in full legion {fuch command we had)
To {ee that none thence iffwed forth a ipy,
Or enemy, while God was 1a his work,
.eft he, incens’d at fuch eruption bold,
Deltrudtion with creation might have mix’d,
Not that they durft without his leave attempt,
But us he fends npon his high behefls
For {tate, as Sov'reign King, and to inure
Our prompt obedience. Faft we found, faft fhut,
The difmal gates, and barricado’d {trong ;
But long ¢'er our approaching heard within
Noife, other than the found of dance or fong,
Torment and loud lament, and furious rage,
Glad we return’d up to the Coails of Light
E’er fabbath evening : fo we had in charge,
But thy relation now ; for I attend,
Pleaf’d with thy words oo lefs than thou with
mine, |
So fpake the godlike Power; and thus our Sire.
For man to telb how human life began
is hard; {or who himfel beginning knew ?
Defire witl';,':hce ft:ll longer to converfe
Induc’d me. As new wak’d from foundeft {leep
Soft on the flowery herb 1 found me laid
In balmy fweat, which with is beamis the fun
Soon dry’d, and on the recking moifture fed.
Struit toward Heav'n my wond'ring ¢yes I turn’d,
And paz'd a while the ample fky, till rais’d
By quick inftinttive motion up 1 {prung,
As thitherward endeavouring, and upright
Stood on my feet; about me round T faw
Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and {enny plains,
And liqaid lapfe of murm'ring flreams ; by thefe,
Creatures that livid and mov'd, and walk’'d, or
Hew.
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Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fmil’d,

With fragrance and with joy my heart o’crflow’d,

Mpyiclf I then perus’d, and Limtb by imb

Survey’d, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran

With fupple joints, as lively vigour led ;

Rut who I was, or where or from what caunfe,

Knew not ; to fpeak I try’d, and forthwith fpakc';

My tongue obey’d, and readily could name

Whate’er [ faw., Theu Sun, {aid I, fair light,

And thou enlighten’d Earth, fo frefh and gay,

Ye halls, and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains,

And ye that live and move, fair creatures tell,

Tell if ye faw, how came I thus, how here;

Not of mylelf ; by fome great Maker then,

In goodnels and n power preeminent ;

Tell me how may I know himi, how adore

From whom [ have that thus [ move and live,

And fecl that 1 am happier than ! know,

While thus I call’d, and firay'd; I knew not whi=
ther, . -

From where T firft drewr air, and &rft beheid

This happy light, when anfwer none return’d,

On agreen fhady bank profufe of flowers

Penflive I {at me down ; there gentle Sleep

Firft found me, and with {oft oppreftion feis’d

} My droufed {enfe, untroubled, though I thﬁ_w&ht

I then was pafling to my former flate .

i Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve :

When fuddenly ftood at my head a Dream,
Whofe inward apparition gently mov?d

My faniy to believe 1 yet had being,

And iv'd : One came, methought of fhape divine,

1 And faid, Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife,
{ Firlt Man, of men innumerable ordain’d

Firft Father, call'd by thee I come thy guide

To the Garden of Bitfs, thy feat prepar’d,

So f{aying, by the hand he took me rais’d,

And over fieids and waters, as in air

Smooth’ fliding without ftep, laft led me up

A woody mountain, whofe high top was plain,

A circuit wide, inclos’d, with goodiieft trees
Planted, with walks, and bowers, that what I faw
Of Earth before fcarce pleafant feem’d. Fach tree
L.caden with faireft fruit that hung to th’ eye
Tempting, ftirr’d in me fudden appetite

To pluck and eat ; whereat I wak’d and found
Before mine eygs all real, as the dream

Had lively thadow’d : here had new begun

My wand’ring, had not he who was my guide
Up hither, from among the trees appear’d, |
Prefence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe,

In adoration at his feet I fell

Submify : he m1r'd me, and whom thou {ought’f
Suid mildly, author of ail this thou feeft - [I am,
Above, or round about thee, or heneath,

'This Paradife T give thee, count it thine

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat

Of every tree that in the garden grows,

Eat freely with glad heart ; for here no dearth s
But of the tree whofe operation brings '
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have fet

The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith,

Amid the garden by the tree of life,

Rememher what ¥ warn thee, thun to tafte,

And fhun the bhitter confeauence @ for know
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‘The day thon eat'ft thereof, my lole command So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin’d ;
"Tranferels’d, inevitably thou fhalt die, Much lefs can bird with bealt, or fith with fowl
From that day mortal, and this happy ftate . So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape;
Shalt lofe, expell’d from hence into a world Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all.
Of woe and {errow.  Sternly he pronounc’d Whereto th’ Almighty anfwer’d not difpleas’d.
*The rigid L cxdiction, which refonnds A nice and fubtile happinefs I fee '
. Yet dreadtul in mine ear, though in my choice Thou to thyfelf propofell, in the choice
. Not to incur j but foon his clear aipeét Of thy affociates, Adam, and wilt tafte
Return'd, and gracious purpole thus renew’d. No pleafure, though in pleafure, {olitary.
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the Earth ‘What think’ft thou then of mc, and this my ftate ¢
To thee and to thy race [ give ; as lords Secm I to thee fufficiently poflels’d |
Pollufs ir, aud ali things that therein live, | Of happinefs or not { who am alone
Or itve In fca, or air, beult, fifh, and fowl. From all eternjty, for none 1 know
In {ign whereof each bird and beaft behoid Second to me or like, equal much lefs.
Afrer their kinds 3 T bring them to receive How have I then with whom to hold converfe
From rhee their names, and pay thee fealty Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe
With low fubjection ; underftand the fume To me inferior, infinite delcents -
Of fiith within their watry refidence, | Beneath what other creatures are to thee ?
Not hather fummon’d, fince they cannot change He ceas’d ; 1 lowly anfwer'd. Toattain °
Their element to draw the thinner air. The height and depth of thy cternal ways
As thus he ipake, each bird and beaft behold All human thoughts come fhort, Supreme of things;
Approaching two and two ; thefe cow’sing low, | Thou in thyfelf art perfc&, and in thee
With blandiihment, each bird ftoop’d on his wing. | Is no deficience fornd : not fo is man,
I nam’d them, as they pafs’d, and underftood " | But in degree the caufe of his defire
"Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indued By convesfation with his like to help,
My fgdden apprehenfion : but in thefe Or [olace his defets. No need that thou
1 #nd not what methought I wanted ftill ; Should’ft propagate, already infinite,
nd to the heav’nly Vifion thus prefum’d. And through all numbers ablolute, though one ;
.7 O hy what name, for thou above all thefe, { But man by number is to manifeft
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher, | His fingle imperfection, and beget'
Surpafleft far my naming, how may | Like of his like, his image muitiply’d,
Adore thee, Author of this univerie, In unity defeétive, which requires
And all this goad to man ? for whofe well being Collateral love, and dearcit amity.
So amply, and with hands {o liberal, 1 'Thou in thy fecrefy although alone,
"Thou haft provided ali things : bup with me Beft with thyfelf accompanied, feek'ft not
I feec not wio partakes. In iolitude Social communication, yet fo pleas’d,
Reweet happinefs? who can enjoy alone, Cundt raife thy creature to what height thon wilt
Or ull enjoying, what contentment {ind 2 Of union or communion, deify'd ;
Thus | prefumptuous ; and the Vifion bright, I by converfing cannot thefe erect
Aswith a fmile more brighten’d, thua reply’d & i From prone, nor in their ways complacence find.
What call’it thou Solitude ? iz not the Earth Thus I imbolden’d {pake, and freedom us'd
With various living creatures, and the air | Permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain’d
Replenifh'd, and ali thefe at thy command This anfwep from the gracious voice divine.
'To come and play before thee ! know'{t thon not Thus far to try thec, Adam, I was pleas’d,
"Their language and their ways ? they alto know, | And find thee knowing not of beafts alone,
And reafon not contemptibly ; with thele = Which thou had rightly nam’d, but of thyfelf,
Find paitime and bear rule ; thy realm is large. Exprefling well the fpirit within thee free,
So {pake the univerfal Lord, and feem’d My image, not imparted to the brute,
So ord’ring. 1 with leave of {peech implor’d, Whofe fellowihip therefore unmeet for thee
And humble deprecation thus reply’d. Good reafon was thou freely fhouldit diflike ¢
Let not my words oftend theé,heav’nly Power ; | And be fo minded ftill ; 1, e’er thou fpak’ft,
My maker, be propiticus while 1 fpeak. Knew it not good for man tobg alo !
Halt thou not made me here thy {ybflitute, And ne fuch company as then thou fa%v’it
And thefe inferior far beneath me fet ? | Intended thee, for trial only brought,
Among uncguals what lociety To {ee how thou could’ft judge of fit and meet :
Can fort, what harmony or true delight ? What next I bring fhall pleafe thee, be aflur’d,
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due | 'Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf,
Giv'n and receiv’d ; but in difparity Thy wifh exactly to thy heart’s defire.

-~ ‘The one intenle, the other ftill renmfs He ended, or I heard no more ; for now

¢ Canpot well fuit with either, but {foon prove My earthly by his heav’nly ov rpower’d,

-+ Tedious alike : of fellowfhip I {peak Which it had long ftood nmder, ftrain’d to th’
Such as T feek, fit to participate In that celeftial colloquy fublimé, [Reight
‘All rational delight, wherein the brute As with an objeét that excells the fenfe _
Cannot be human conlort ; they rejoice Dazzled and {pent, funk down and fought repaiy
Each with their kind, lion with lionefs; Of Slecp, which inftantly fell on me, call'd
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By Nature asin aid, and clos’d mine eyes.

Mine eyes he clos d, but open left the cell

Of fancy my internal fight, by which

Abftract as in a trance methought 1 faw,

‘Though {leeping, where I lay, and faw the fhape

Still glorious before whom awake [ ficod :

Who ftooping open’d my left {ide, and took

From thence a rib, with cordial {pirits warm,

And life-blood fireaming frefh; wide was the
wound, ‘

But fuddenly with fefh fill’d up and heal’d :

T'he rib he form’d and fathion’d with his hands ;

Under his forming hands a creature grew

Maolike, but different {ex, fo lovely fair,

‘That what feem’d fair in all the world, fvem’d now

Mean, or iz her fuamm’d up, in her contzin’d

And in her looks, which from that time infus’d

Sweernels tnto my heart unfelt before,

And into al! things from her air infpir’d

The fpurit of love and amorous deiight.

She difuppear’d, and left me dark : I wak’d

T'o hind her, or for ever to deplore

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure -

'When out of hope, behold her, not far off,

Such as [ faw her in my dream, adoern’d

With what all Earth or Heaven could befiow

To make her amiable ; on the came,

l.ed by her heav'nly Maker, though unfeen,

And guided by his voice, nor uninform’™d

Of nvptial’s fandity and marriage rites 3

Grace was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her eye,

In every gelture dignity and love,

I overjoy'd could not forhear aluas.

This turn hath made ameonde g chan hall il
'Thy words, Creator bounteous an: henign,
Giver of all thines fair, but farelt 10is
Of all thy gifts, nor cnvieft. | new fee
Bone of my bone, flefh of my flefh, wylnif
Before nic ; Woman is her nume, of Man
Extracted ; for this caufe he fhall forpo
Father and mother, aud to his wife adhere
And they fhall be one #ieth, one heurt, one ronl.

$he heard me thusy and tho’ diviadly broughe
Yet innocence and virgin modelly,

Her virtue and the coufcience of ber worth,
‘That would be woao'd, and not unfought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but reur’d

The more defirable, or to fuy 2il,

Nature herfelf, though pure of finful thought,
Eigruught 111 her fo, that feeing me, fhe turn’d ;

[ tollow’d kme, the what was honour knew,

And with nmeajcﬂy approv'd

My pleaded reafon. ‘To the nuptial bower

[ led her bluthing like the Morn : all Huav'n,
And happy conitellations on that hour

shed their feleéteft influence ; the Liarth

Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill;

Joyous the birds ; frefh gales and gentle airs
Whiiper'd it to the woods, and from theiv wiogs
Flung rofe, flung odours from the fpicy fhrub,
Difporting till the amorous bird of night

Sune {poufal, and bid hafte the evening ftar

On hys Lill top, to light the bridal lamp.

Thus have I told thee all my ftate, and brought
My ftory te the fum of carthly Lily
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Which 1 enjoy, and muft confefs to fad

In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch

As us'd or not, works in the mipd no change,
Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacics [ers,
I meun of tafte, fight, fmel}, herbs, fruits, and Bow-
Walks, and the melody of birds; but here

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold,
Tranfported touch ; here paffion firlt I felt,
Commotion flrange, in all enjoyments elfe
Superior and unmov'd, here only weak
Againk the charm of Beauty s powerful glance,
Or nature fail'd in me, and left fome part

Not proof enough fuch object to fultain,

Or from my fide fubdudting, took fffrhaps
More than enough; at leaft on her beftow'd
1'oo much of ornament, in outward fhew:
Elaborate, of inward lefs e¢xadt.

For well 1 underftand in the prime end

Of Naturc her th* inferior, in the mind

And inward faculties which moft excel,

In outward al{o her refembling lefs

IHis image who made both, and lefs exprefling
The charadter of that dominion given

O’cr other creatures; yet when I approach
Her loveline(s, fo abfolute {he feenss,

| And in herfelf complete, fo well to know =

Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay
Scems wifleft, virtuoudelt, difcreetedl, beft ;
AM higher knowledge in her prefence falls
Degraded, Wifdom in difcourle with her
Lofes difcountenanc’d, and like Folly thews;
Authority and Reafon on her wait,
3 s one intended firft, not after made
Qceufionally ; and to confummate all,
Greataefs of mind, and Noblenefs their feat
Puild in ber Tovelicft, and create an awe
Abcat her, us a gaard angelic plac’d,

o wiem the anpel with contracled brow.

Dt ooude not Nature, (he hath done her part;

Heor Bt thine, and be not dibdant

PO R Tinr e fve Joderes thee not,af thou

-| III: |- :11 _.r_ |1. ot

teor, v locwolt thou need’ft her nigh,

sl tiings

oA eae e as chot Cyleld pereaivin,

bor whie adier’it o, what traniorts thee {7
A ontfide, fulr no doubt, and wortivy wrll

Thy cherithing, thy honouring, and by lave,
Not thy fubjetion: weigh with her thyldt;
''hen value @ oft=times nothing profits maore,
‘Thun felf efteem, grounded on juft and night
Well manag’d; of that ikill the more thou know’{t,
‘The more the will acknowledge thee her head,
And to realities yield all her fhews : |
Mulc {o adorn for thy delight the more,

So awful, that with honour thou may'#t love
Thy muse, who fees when theu art feen leaft wile.
Butif the fenfe of touch whereby mankind

Is propagated {eem fuch dear delight

Beyond all other, think the fame vouchfuf’d

To cattle and each beaft ; which would not be
T'a thetm made common and divelg'd, if oughs
Therein enjoy’d were worthy to fubdue |
T he {oul of man, or paflion in him move, *
Wlat higher in her fociety thou find’{t
Attractive, human, rational, love f{till;

E ij
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In loving thou doft well, in 4 paffion not,
‘Wherein true love conlifts not ; Love refines
The thoughts, and heurt inlarges, hath his {eat
in reafon, and is judicious, is the fcale
By which to heav’nly love thou mayft afcend,
Not {funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe
Among the beafts no mate for thee was found.
To whom thus half abath’d Adam reply’'d :
Neither her outdide form’d {o fajr, nor cught
In procreation common to all kinds '
(Though higher of the genial bed by far,
Ay with myiterious reverence 1 deem)
So ::uch dtliggs me, as thofe graceful adls,
*Thoi- -houfan® decencies that daily flow
From 21l her words and adions mix’d with love
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign’d
Union of mind, or in us both one foul;
Harmeny to behold in wedded pair
More grateful than harmonious {ound to th’ ear.
Vet thefe {ubje@s not ; [ to thee difclofe
V. hat inward thence I fecl, not therefore foil'd,
W10 meet with various objeds, from the {enfe
'Vorionfly reprefenting ; yet {till free
Aryrove the beft,and follow what I approve.
To love thou blam'{t me not, for love thou fay’ft
s up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide
fienr with me then, if lawful what T alk ;
Love not the heav'nly {p’rits,and how their love
Exprefs they, by looks only’, or do they mix
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch !
To whom the angt], with a {mile that glow’d
Celeftial rofy red, Love’s proper hue,
Anfwer'd. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft

Book FJII—:

Us happy’, and without love on"happinefs.
Whatever pure thou in the body’ enjoyft
{And pure thou wert created} we enjoy

In eminence, and ob{tacle find none

Of membrane, joint, or kmb, exclufive bars;

{ Eafier than air with air, if {p’rits embrace,

Total they mix, union of pure with pure
Defiring ; nor reftrain’d conveyance need
As flefh to mix with flcth, or foul with foul,
But I can now no more j the parting fun
Beyond the Earth's green cape and verdant ifles
Hefperian fets, my fignal to depart.
Be firong, live happy, and love, but firft of all
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep
His great command ; take heed left paliton fway
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free will
Would not admit 3 thine and of all thy fons
The weal or woe in thee is plac’d ; begware,
I in thy perfevering fhall rejoice,
And all the Bleft : fand faft ; to ftand or fall
Free in thine own arbitrerent it lies,
Porfe& within, no outward aid require §
And all temptation to tran{grels repel.

So {aying, he arofe ; whom Adam thus
Follow’d with benedidtion ; {ince to part,
Go heavinly gueft, ethereal meflenger,
Sent from whofe fovreign goodpefs [ adore. -
Gentle to me and affable hath béen
Thy condefcenfion, and fhall be henour'd ever
With grateful memory : thou to mankind
Be good and friendiy {till, and oft return.

So parted they, the angel up to Heav'n

| From the thick fhade, and Adam to his buwer,
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BOOK 1IX.

The Argument.

w

Satan having Cnmpaiferi the earth with meditated gu tle; returns as a milt by night into Paradifc, cfi
" ters into the ferpent flecping. Adam and Eve, in the morning, go forth to their labours, which

Eve propofcs to divide in feveral pluces, each labouring apart : Adam coufents not, 2

llegier=. the

danger, left that enemy, of whom they swere forewarned, thould attempt her found alone: Ev>
foath to be thought not circumfpect or firm enough, urges her going apart, the rather deticous t:h\w
make trial of her firength; Adam at laft yields: the ferpent finds her alonc; his fubtile approach,
fir® gazing, then fpeaking, with :awch fattery, extolling Bve above all other creatures. Eve, wote
dering to hear the ferpent fpexl; atks how he attained to human fpeech and fuch underftanding not -
till now ; the ferpent anfwers, that by tafting of a certain tree in the garden, he attained both to
{peech and reafon, till then void of both: Eve requires him to bring her to that tree, and finds it
he the Tree of Knowledge forbidden : The ferpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles and
. gumehts, induces her at length to eat s fhe, pleafed with the tafte, deliberates a while whether to ™
iinpart thereof to Adam or not; at laft brings him cf the fruit, relates what perfuaded her to eat
thercol 1 Adam, at firft amazed, but perceiving her loft, refolves, through vchiemence of love, to
perith with her; and, extenuating the trefpafs, eats allo of the fruit @ the effeéts thereof in them
both ; they feck to cover their nakednefs ; then fall to vanance and accufation of one anether.

No more of talk where God or Angel guelt
With Man, as with his friend, familiar us’d
To {it indvlyent, and with him partake

Rura) repaft, permitting him the while
Venial difcourfs unblam’d ; I now mult change
Thaie nospg to tragic; foul diftreft and bredch
Difloyal on yeaesg®i of man, TEVGit,

And difobddience ¢ on the part of Heav'n
Now alienated, diftance and diftafte,

Anger and jult rebuke, and judgment giv'n,
That brought into this world, a world of woe,
Sin and her fhadow Death, and Mifery
Death's harbinger : {ad talk, yet argument
Not lefs, but more heroic than the wratn

Of ftern Achitles on his foe purfu’d

Thrice fugitive about 'I'roy well; or rage

Of Turous for Lavima difefpous’d,

Or Neptund's ire, oi juno’s, that fo long
Perplex’d the Greek and Cytherea’s lon ;

If anfwegable dtile 1 can obtain

Of my celeftial Patronefs, who detgns

Her nightly vifitation unimploer'd,

And dictates to me flumb’ring, or mnfpires
Ezafy my unpremeditated verfe :

Since firft this fubje& for hercic fong
Pleas’d me long choofing, and beginning late;
Not fedulous by nature to indite

Wars, hitherto the only argument

Heroic deem'd, chief mait’ry to diffect

With long and tedious havock fabled knights
In battlcs feign'd ; the better fortitude

Of Patience and heroic Martyrdom

Unfung ; or to defcribe races and games,

Or tilting furpiture, imblazon’d fhields,
Imprefles quaint, caparifons and {teeds ;
Bafes and tinfel trappings, gorgeous knights
At jouft and tournament; then marfhal'd feaft
Serv*J up .n hall with fewers, and {enefhalls;
The fkili of artifice or office mean,

Mot that which juftly gives heroic natneg

To perfon or to poem. Me of thele

Nor {kill’d, nor ftudious, higher argument
Remains, fufficient of itfelf to raife

‘That name, unlefs an age too late or cold

E i}

AL

SN



|

70 PARADISE LOST,

Climate, or years damp my intended wing
Deprefs'd, and much they may, if all be mine,
Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear.

‘The Tun was funk, and after him the far
Of Helperus, whole cffice is to bring
"T'wilight upon the Earth, fhort arbiter
“Twixg duy and night, and now from end to end
Night s hemifphere had veil’d th' horizen round :
When Satan who late fled before the threats-
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd
In meditated friud and malice, bent
On man’s deftruction, maugre what niight hap
Of Leavier on himiclt, fearlefs returny’d.

By night he fled, and at midnight return’d

From con'pafling the carth, cautious of day,

sipey, Uriel regent of the fun defery’d

His entrance, and forewarn’d the cherubim

‘That kept their watcli; thence full of anguifh

driven,

The fpace of fev'n continued nights ke rode

With darknefs, thrice the equinedtial line

He circl'd, four tinies crafs’d the car of Night

From pole to pole, traverfing.colure ;

O eighth return’d, sud on the coafl averfc

/‘g:"ﬂrm entrance or cherubic watch, by {tealth
“Founu uufulpedted way. There wasa place,

Now not, thongh Sin not Time, firli wrovght

the chunge

Where "Tigris at the foot of Paradife

Into a gult thot under ground, till part

Rofe vp a2 fruntain by the Tree of Life ;

In with the river funk, und with it rofe

Satan invelv'd in riling mift, then fought
Where to lie hid ; fea he had fearch ¢ and land

Gﬁﬂm Eden over Poutus, and the pool

Muwotis, up beyond the river Ob;

Downward as far antar@ic ; and in length

‘Wefl from Qrontes to the occan barr’d

At Darien, thence to the land where flows

Ganges and Indus ¢ thus the orb he roami’d

- With nuryow fearch, and with infpeélion deep,

Conlider’d every creature, which of all

Moft opportune might ferve his wiles, and found

The ferpent, fubt’lclt beaft of all the ficld ;

Him, after long debate, irrefolute

Of thoughts revolv’d, his final {entence chofe

Fit vefiel, fitteft imp of fraud, in whom .

'T'o enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide

- From fharpeft {ight ; for in the wily [make,

Whatever fleights nore would fufpicious mark,

Asfrom his wit and native fubtlety

Proceeding, which in other beafts obferv’d

Deubt might beget of diabolic pow’r

Acdiive within heyvand the fenfe of brute.

Thus he refolv’d ; but frft from inward grief

His burfting paffion into plaints thus pour’d.

0O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferr’d
Mort juftly, feat worthier of gods, as built
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old!
For what God after better worfe would build ?
"Lerreftrial Heuv'n, danc’d round by other heavns
That fhine, yet bear their bright officious lamps,
Light above light, for thee alone, as feems,

In thee concentring all their precivus beams
Of facred infiuence! As God in Heav'n
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Is centre, yet extends to ali ; fo thon

Centring receiv'it from all thofe orbs; in thee,

Not 1n themielves, zll their known virtue’ ap-
pears

Produdtive in herb, plant, and nobler birth .

Of creatures animate with gradual life

Of growth,{enfe, reafon, all fumm’d uvp in man,

With what delight could I have walk’d thee
round, - ]

i T could joyin ought, fweet interchange

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains,

Now land, now fca, and fhores, with foreft
crown’d,

Rocks, dens, and caves! but 1 in none of thefe

Find place or reXage; and the more I fee

Pleafures about me, fo much more 1 feel

Torment within me’, as from the hatefu} fiege

Of contraries; all good to me becomes

Lane,and in Heav'n much worfe wonld be my

But neither here feck B no, nor in Heav'n [{late.

T'o dwell, uniefs by maft’ring Heav'n'’s Supreme

Nor hope to be mylelf lefs miferable

By what [ feek, but others to make fuch

As I tho’ thereby worfe to me tedound :

For enly in defiroying ! find eafe

To my relentlefs thoughts; and him deftroyed,

Or won to what may work his utter lofs,

For whom ail this was made, all this will {oon

Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe,

In woe then ; that deitruétion wide may range :

‘Fo me fhall be the glory fole among

Th' infernal powers, in one day to have marr'd

What the Almighty ftil'd, fix nights and days

Continued making ; and who knows how long

before hud been contriving, tho’ perhaps

Not lenger than fince 1 1 one night {reed

Frem fervitude inglorious well nigh half

Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng

Of his adorers: he, to be aveng’d,

Aund to repair lus numbers thus impair’d,

Whether fuch virtue {pent.of old now fail’d

More Angels to create, if they at leaft

Are his created, or to fpite us more,

Dectermin’d to advance into our rapm

A creature form’d of earrh, and him endow,

Exalted from fo bafe original,

With heav'nly fpoils, our fpoils : what he decreed

R’ cfiedted ; Mun he made, and for him built

Magnificent this world, and Wat,.

Flim lord pronound’d  and, CTim® uty !

Subjected to kis lervice angel wings, -

And flaming minifiers, to watch and tend

‘T'heir earthly charge @ of thefe the vigilance

I dread ; and to elude, thus wrapt in milt

O midnight vapour glide obfcure, and pry

in every bufh and brake, where hap may find

'I'he ferpent fleeping, in whofe mazy folds

To hide me, and the dark intent | bring.

Of foul defcent ! that I who erft contended

With gods to fit the high’#, am now conitrain’d

Into a beaft, and mix’d with befhial flime,

This eflence to tncarnate and imbrae,

'F'hat to the height of Deity afpir’d;y -

Eut what will not ambition znd revenge

L Deleend to ¢ who alpires muft down as lew
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As high he foar'd, obnoxious firft or laft
To haf:ﬂ. things. Revenge, at firlt tho’ fweet,
Bitter e'er long, back on itfelf recoils s
Let it; I reck not, fo it Light well aim’d,
Since higher I fall fhort, on him who next
Provokes my envy, this new favourite
Of Heav'n, this Maun of Clay, Son of Defpite,
Whom us the more to {pite, his Maker rais’d
From duft : Spite then with {pite is befl repaid.
8o faying, through each r.hicket, dank or dry,
Like 2 black mift Jow creeping, he held on
His midnight fearch, where fooneit he might find
The {erpent : him faflt fleeping {oon he fuund
In labyrinth of many a round felf-roll d,
His head the midft, well ftor’d with fubtl.ln wiles :
Not yet in horrid thade ar dififial den,
Nor nocent yet, but on the grafly herb
Fearlefs unfear’d he flept ¢ in at his mouth
‘The Devil enter’d, and his brutal fenfe,
In heart er head, poﬂ'eﬂin‘g {oon infpir'd .
With at intelligential; but his flcep
Difturb’d not, waiting clofe th’ approach of morn.
Now when, as facred light began to dawn,
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath’d
Their mornitig incenfe, when all things that
breathe,
From th' Earth’s great altar fend up filent praife
To the Creator, and his nofirils fill
With grateful fmell, forth came the human Pair,
And join’d their vocal wotthip to the quire
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake
The feafon, prime for fivecteft fcents and airs :
Then commune how that day they beft may ply
Their growing work ; for much their work out-
grew
The hands” difpatch of two gard’ning {o wide,
And Eve firft to her hufband thus began :
Adam, well may we labour #ill to drefs
This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb, and flower,
Qur pleafant tafk injoin’d ; but till more hands
Aid us, the work under our labour grows
1Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or hind,
One night or two with wanton growth derides,
Tending to wild, Thou therefore now advile,
Or bear what to my mind firt thoughts prelent ;
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice
Leads thee, or where moft necds, whether to
wind |
The wooalied@and his arbonr, or diteét
'The clafjnng ivy where to climb, while 1
In yonder fpring of rofes intermix’d
‘With myrtle, find what to redrefs, till noon :
For while fo near each other thus all day
Our tatk we choofe, what wonder if, fo near,
Looks intervene, and imiles, or uhjf:éi new
Cafual dicourfe draw on, which intermits
Our day's work brought to littl¢, tho’ begun
Early, and th’ hour of fupper comes unearn’d
"o whom tild anfwer Adafu thus retarn’d §
Sole Eve, aflociate [ole, to me beyond
Cmnpafﬁ, above all living ¢reatures dear,

‘Well haft thou métion’d, well thy thoughts ém-

ploy’d,
How we night beft fulfil the werk which hera
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God hath affign’d us, nor of nie fhale pals

Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found

In woman, than to ﬂud houlehold good,

And good "works in her huﬂ}aﬁd to promote.

Yet Imt fo ftri¢tly hath our Lord mapos'd

Labour, as to debar us when we nced

Refrefhiment, whether foed, or talk hetweerl,

Food of the mind, or this fivect interconrte

Of looks and {miles ; for fmiles frem 1o ilon flow,

Pa brute deny’d, and are of love the lood,

Love not the loweft end of human life.

For not to irkfome toil, but to delight .

He made us, and delight to reafon join'd. " .

Thele paths and hnwers doubt not, but our joint
hands |

Will keep from wilderncfs with tafe,as wide

As we need walk, till younger hands, e’er long

Affift us: but if ‘much converie perbaps

Thee fatiate, to<hort abfence T coukld yield ¢

For folitude fometimes is beft fociety,

And fhort retivement urges fweet réturn,

But othet doubt pofiefies me, left bharm

Befal thee fﬂver’d from me; for thou know’it

’What hath been warn’d us, what m'iiu:muijue

Eavying our happincfs, and of his own.

Defpairing, fecks te work ns woe and thame

By ﬂj.r affault ; and fome where nigh at hand .

Watches, no doubt, with greedy Rope to find

His wﬂh and beft dvantage, us alunder,

Hopelels to circumvent us join'd, where each_

To other fpeedy aid might lend at needy

Whether his firlt delign ! be ta w:thdraw

Our fealty from Gnd or to difturb

Conjugal love, than which perbaps no hiils

Enjoy’d by us excites his envy. more ; vl

Or this, or worle, leave not the faithful fide
That gave thee being, fill fhades thee, and pro-
teéts.

'The wife, tvhere danger ot difhonour lurks,

Safeft and {eemlieft by her hufband itays,

Who guards her, or with her the worlt endures.
To whom the virgin majejty of Eve,

As one who loves, and fome unkindnets meets,

With fwect aullere compofure thus reply’d
Offspring of Heav'n and Earth, and-ali Earth R

lord,

That fuch an enemy we have, who fecks

Our ruin, both by thee inform’ dl learn,

And from the partmg angel overheard,

As in a thady nook I fteod hehind,

Juft then return’d at fhut of evening flowers, .

But that thou thouldft my firmneis therefore doaht

T God or thee, becaufe we have a foe,

May tempt it, 1 expeéted not to hear.

His violence thou fear’ft not, being: fuck

As we, not capable of death or pain,

(Can either nor reccive, or can repel.

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love
C.m by his frand be fhaken of feduc’d ;

T hnughts which how fourd they harbour in th'}'

breaft,
Adam, mtsthnught of her to thee fo dear :
To whom, with healing words, Addm reply’d
D.:mghter of God and Man, immortal Evey

E i)
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For fuch thou art, from {in and blame cntire :
Not diffident of thee do I diffuade

'I'hy abfence from my fight, but to avoid

'Th’ attempt itielf intended by our foe.  [perfes
For be whe tempts, though i vain, at leaft al-
The tempted with difhonour foul, fuppos’d

Not incorreptibie of faith, not proof

Awuinft temptation : thou thyfelf, with [cérn
And anger, wouldft réfent the offer’d wrong,
Tho' ineffettual found : mifdeem not then,

B fuch affrent I labour to avert

¥rom thee alone, which on us both at once

‘The enemy, tho' bold, will hardly dare,

Or daring, firft un me th’ attempt fhall light,
Nor thou hismalice and falle guile contemn ;
Subtile he needs muft he, who could fedine

Angels ; nor think fuperfluous others zid.

I from the influence of thy looks receive
Accefs 1n every virtue, in.thy fight
More wife, more watchfvl, flronger, if need were
Of outward ftrength ; while fhame, thou looking
Shame to be avercome or aver-reach’d | o1,
Would utmott vigour raife, and rais’d, unite,
Why fhouldft not thon Like fenfe within thee feal
Whin { am prefent, and thy tsial choole
Writh me, beft witnefs of thy virtue try’d?
pake domeftic Adam in his care |
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere,
Thus her reply, with accent {weet, renew’d,

I this be our condition, thus'to dwell
In narrow circuit ftraiten'd by a foc,
Subtile or violent, we not indaed
Single with like defence, wherever met,

L8t are we happy, ftill in fear of harm #
- But harm precedes not {in : only our fue

Tempting gffronts us with his foul elteem.

Of our integrity : his foul efteem

Sticks no difhononr on our front, but turns

Foul on himfelf : then wherefore fhunn'd or fear'd
.By us? who rather double honcur gain

From his furmile prov’d fulfe, find peace within,
Favour from Heav’n, or witnefs from th’ event,
And what is faith, love, virtue unaflay’d

Alone, withount exterior help fuftain’d ?

Let us not then fufpedt our happy flate

Left fo imperfe& by the Maker wile,

As sot fecure to fingle or combin’d.

¥rail is our happinefs, if this be fo,

And Eden were no Eden thas expos’d.

‘T'o-whom thus Adam fervently reply'd:

O Woman, beft are all things as the will

Of God ordain'd them 3 his creating hand
Nothing imperfe& or deficient left

OCf all that he created, much lefs man,

. Or ought that might his happy flate fecure,

Secure from outward force ; within himfeif

The danger lies, yet lies within his power :

Againdt his will he can receive no harm.
But God left free the will, for what obeys
Reafon, is free, and Reafon he made night,
But bid her well beware, and itill erect,
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Not then miftruft, but tender love injoins,

That I fhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me.

Firm we fubiift, yet poffible.to {werve,

Since reafon not impoflibly may meet

Some fpccious objedt by the foe fubern’d,

And fall inco deception unaware,

Not keeping ftricteft watch, as fhe was warn’d.

Seck not temptation then, which to aveid

Were bhetter, and moft likely, if from me

'Thou fever not : trial will come unfought.”

Wouldft thou approve thy conftaacy, approve

Firft thy obedience ; th” other who can kngw ?

Not fecing thee attempted, who atteft ?

But if thou think, trial unfought may find

Us both fecurer shan thns warp’d thou feem'ft, .

Go ; for thy flay, net frec, abfents thee morc;

Go in thy native innocence, rely

On what thou haft of virtue, flummon all ;.

For God tow’rds tive hath done his part § dn thine
So fpake the Patriarch of Mankind; but Eve

Perfifted, yet fubmils, though laft, reply’d:
With thy permifiion then, and thus forewarn’

Chiefly by what thy ewn laft reafoning words

Touch'd only, that our trial, when leaft fought,

May find us both perhaps far lefs prepar’d,

The willinger I go, nor much expect

A foe fo proud will firflt the weaker fegk ;

So bent, the more fhall thame him his repulfe.
Thus faying, frem her huiband’s hand he

hapd

Soft fhe withdrews and, like a wood-nvmph Ligh)
' Qread or Dryad, or of Deélia’s train,
- Betook her to the groves, hut Delia’s felf
1 In gate furpals’dyand poddcls-like deport,

‘I'ho’ not as he with bow and gqurver arm’d

| But with fuch garsd’ning tools as art, yet rude, -
" Guiltlefs of fire, had form’d, or Angels brougiut.

T'o Pales. or Pomona, thus adorn’d,
Likelt fhe fvem’d ; Pomona, when fhe fied
Vertamnus,. or to Ceres ber prime,

Yt virgin of Profcrpima from Jove.

Her long with ardent look his cye purfud
Delighted, but defiring more her itay.

Ott he to her his charge of quick retwrn:
Repeated, the to him as oft engag’d

‘"o be rcturn’d by noon amid the bower, »
And all things in beft order to 1nvitd
Neon-tide repaft,-or afternoon’s repole,

O much deceiv’d, much failing, haplefs Eve,
Of thy prefum’d return! evenveymey-e !
Thou never from that heur in Paradie
Found’ft cither fweet repalt, or found repofe :
Such agibufh hid ameng fweet flow’rs.and fhade
Waited with heljifh rancour imminent

To intercept thy way, ot fend thee back
Defpoil’d of innocsnce, of faith, of biifs.

For now, and fince firft break of dawn, the ‘Fiend
Mere ferpent in appearance, forth was come,
And on his queft, where liklieft be might find

| The only two of mankind, but in them

'The whole included race, his purpos’d prey.

In bower and field he fought where any tuf
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e fought them both, but with’d his hap migcht
Eve feparate; he wifh'd, but not with hope . [find
Of what {o feldom chanc'd, when to his wifh,
Beyond his hope, Eve {eparate he {pies,
'Yﬁcii’d in a cloud of fragrance, where fhe flood,
| Half 1py’d, fo thick the roles bluthing round
About her glow’d, oft {tooping to fupport
. Each flower of {lender ftalk, whofe head, thengh
Ed & :
Carnatiun?purplu’, agure, or fpeck’d with gold,
Hung drooping unfuftain’d ; them fhe upfiays
Gently with myrtle band, mindlefs the while
Herfelf, the’ faireft undupported flower,
From her beft prop fo far, and florm fo nigh.
| Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers’d
Of ftatelicft covert, cedar, pine, of palm,
'[hen voluble and bold, now hid, new feen

-

Among thick-woven arhorets and flowers
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve:
Spot more delicious than thofe gardens feign'd,
Or of revivid Adonts, or renown’d

~ Alcinous, heft of old Laertes’ fon,

Or that, not myltic, where the Sapient king
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian fpoufc.

- Much he the place admir’d, the perfon more,
As onc who long in populous city pent,
Where houfes thick and fewers annoy the air,
Forth iffuing on a {ummet’s morn to breathe
Among the pleafant villages and farms
Adjoin’d, from each thing met conceives delight,
The {mell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine,
Or dairy", each rural fight, each rural found ;

If chance, with nymph-like ftep, fair virgin pafs,

| What pleafing feem’d, for her now pleafes more,
| She moft, and in her look fums all delight
 Such pleafuze toak the ferpent to behold
"This lowery plat, the {weet recefs of Eve
Thus early, thus alone; her heav’nly form
Angelic, but more {oft and feminine,
Her graceful innocence, her every air
Of gefture or leaft action overaw'd
His malice, anl with rapme {weet bereav'd
His ficrcenels of the fierce intent it brought 3
‘T'hat fpace the Evilone abitradted ftood
From his own evil, and for the time remain’d
Stupidly good, of enmity difarm’d,
¢ Of guilg, of hate, of envy, of revenges
} But the hot hell that always in him burns,
: Tho’ in midiHeav’n, foon ended his delight,
} And tortures %ﬁ"‘vﬂf more, the more he fees
Of pleafure riét for him ordain'd : then foon
: Fierce hate he recolleéts, and all his thoughts
Of mifchief, gratulating, thus excites. {fweet
! Thoughts, whither have ye led me! with what
‘ Compulfion thus tranfported to forget

What hither brought us! hate, not love, nor hope,
Of Paradife for Hell, hope here to tafte

Of pleafure, but all pleafure to deftroy,

Save what is in deftroying ; other joy

To me is loft. ‘Thep let me not let pafs
Gceafion, which now fmiles; behold alene

The Woman, opportune to all attempts,

Her hufband ; for I view far round, not nigh,
Whofe higher intelle§tual more I fhun,

And ftrengtlh, of courage haughty, and of limb
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Heroic built, the” of terreftngd mould, .-
Foe pot informidable, exempt from = '
i not § fo much bath Hell debes’d, sud pan
Infecbled me, to what 1 was in Heaw'n.
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for gods,
Not terrible, the' terror be in love
And heauty, not approach’d by firenger hate,
Hate frgnger, under fhew of love well feign’d,
The way which to her ruin naw- I tead.

So fpake the enomy’ of maudkind, inclos’d
In {erpent, inmate bad, and tow'rd Eve
Addrefs'd his way, not with indented wawe, § .
Pronc on the ground, as fince, but on hys vear,
Circular bafe of sifing folds, that tower’d
Fold above fold, a furging maze, hishead -
Crefted aloft, and carhuncle his ¢yes; -
With burnift’d neck of verdant gold,.emedt - -
Amidft his circling fpires, that on the grafs .-
Floated redundant : pleafing was his fanpe
And lovely ; never fince of ferpent kind
Lovelier, not thofe that in Iiyrix cheng’d
Hermioue and Cadmus, or the God
In Epidaurus ; nof to which transform’d
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was feen,
He with Olympias, this with her who bore
Scipio the height of Romc. With tra& obligue
At firft, as one who fought accefs, bat fear'd
To interrupt, fide-long he works his jway: - -
As when a {hip, by fkilful fleeriman wiought
Nigh river's mouth, wor foseland, where-the wind *
Veers oft, as oft fo fteers and fhifts bherfail:
So varied he, and of his tortnous trajo
Curl’d many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve,
To lure her eye ; fhe,. bufied, heard the found -
Of ruftiing leaves, but minded not, as us'd "
To fuch difport before her through the field,
From every beaft, more duteous at her 801
Than at Circcan call the herd difguis'd.
e bolder now, uncail'd before her fiood,
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow’d
His turret crelt, and fleek enamel’d neck,
Fawning, and lick’d the ground whereon fhe trod.
His gentle dumb exprefiion tura'd at length
The cye of Eve to mark his play ; be, glad
Of her attention gain'd, with {erpent tongue
Organic, or impulfe of vocal air,

His fraudulent temptation thus began &
Wonder not, fov'reign Miftrefs, if perhaps
Thou canft, who art fole wonder; much lefsarnm

Thy looks, the heav'n of mildnefs, with difdain,

Difpleas’d that T approach thee thus, and gase

Infatiate; 1 thus fingle, nor have fear’d

Thy awful brow, mere awfu} thus retir’d.-

Fajreft refemblance of thy Maker fair,

"Fhee all things living gaze on, ail things thine

By gift, and thy celeftial beauty’ adore,

With ravithment beheld, there beft beheld

Where univerfally admir’d ; but here

In this inclofure wild, thefe beafts among,

Beholders rude, and fhallow to difcern

Half what in thee is fair, one man except,

Who fees thee’ ? (and what is one 7) who fhould®
be fecn - R

A goddefs among gods, ador’d and ferv'd

By angels numberlefs, thy daily §raid.

i
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80 gloz’d the tempter, and his proem tun’d ; Sov’reign of creatures, univerfal dame.,

Juto the heart of Eve his words made way, So talk’d the fpirited fly {nake ; and Eve

Tho' at the voice much marvelling; at length, Yet more amaz’d unwary thus reply’d :

Not unamaz’d, ihe thus in anfwer fpake : -1 Serpent, thy overpraiing leaves in doubt

What may this mean? language of man pro- | The virtue of that fruit, in thee frft prov'd :
nounc'd But fay where grows the tree, from hence how far?

By tongue of brute, and human fenfe exprefs’"d? | For many are the trees of God that grow

The firit at leaft of thefe I thought deny'd In Paradife, and various, yet unknown

To beafts, whom Gaod, on their creation-day, To us, in fuch abundance Jies our Thoice,

Created maute to all articulate found ; As leaves a greater ftore of fruit untouch’d,

The latter 1 demur ; for in their looks Still hanging incorruptible, till men

Much reas’n, and io their adtions oft appears. Grow up to their provifion, and more hands

"Thee Serpent, fubt’left beaft of all the ficld, Help to difburden Nature of her birth,

1 knew, but not with human voice indu’d ; To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad :

Redouble then this miracle, and fay, Emprefs, the way is ready, and not long ;

How cam’ft thou fpeakable of mute, and how Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat,

‘To me fo friendly grown above the reft Faft by a fountain, one {mall thicket paft

Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight ? Of blowing ruyrrh and balm 5 if thou accept

Say ; for fuch wonder claims attention due. My conduil, I can bring thee thither foon.

To whom the guileful tempter thus reply'd : Lead thep, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly roll'd
Emprefs of -this fair world, refplendent Eve, In tangels, and made intricate feem ftraight,
Eafy to me it is to tell thee all Tomilchief {wift. Hope elevates, and joy
What thou command'ft, and richt thou fhouldft Brightens his creft. As when a wand'ring fire,

-~ be obey’d: Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night
I was at firft as other beafts that graze Condenfes, and the cold environs round,

The trodden herh, of abjeét thoughts and low Kindled, through agitation, to a flame,

As was my food ; nor ought but food difcern’d Which oft, they fay, fome evil fp’rit attends
Or fex, and apprehended nothing high : Hovering and blazing, with delufive light,
Till on a day roving the field, | chanc’d Mifleads th’amaz’d night-wand’rer from his way
A goodly tree far difixnt to behold, To bogs and mircs, and oft through pond o

Y.0aden with fruit of fAjreft colours mix’d, pool,
Ruddy and gold : 1 nearkr drew to gaze; There fwallow’d up and loft, from fuccour far,
When from the boughs a favoury odour blown, So glifter’d the dire fnake, and into fraud

= Grateful to appetite, more pleas’d my {enfe Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree
Than fmcll of {weeteft fennel, or the teats Of prohubition, root of all our woe; -
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, Which when fhe faw, thus to her guide fhe fpake:
Unfuck’d of lamb- or kid, that tend their play. Serpent, we might have fpar’d our coming hi
To fatisfy the fharp defire 1 had  ther, | : 1
Of taiting thofe fair apples, I refolv’d Fruitlefs to me, tho' fruit be here t excefs
Not to defer ; hunger and thirft at once, ‘The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee,
Poweriul perfuaders, quicken’d at the feent Wond'rous indeed, if caufe of fach effe@s.
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me {o keen, But of this tree we may not tafte dor touch ;
About the mofly tyunk I wound me foon + God fo commanded, and left that command
For high from ground the branches would require | Sole daughter of his voice ; the reft, we live
Thy utmoft reach, or Adam’s: round the tree Law to ourielves, our reajon is our law.
All other beafts that faw, with iike defire To whom the Tempter guilefully reply’d:
Longing and envying ftood, but could not rcach | Indeed ! hath God then faid, that of thefruit
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hune Of all thefe.garden trees ye tholl not eat,
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill Yet jords deciar’d of all in earth or-iir?
1 fpar’d not ; for fuch pleafure till that hour ‘T'o whom thus Eve, yet 08>, . Of the frnit
At feed or fountain never had | found. Of each tree in the garden we may eat,
Sated at length, ¢’er long I might perceive - | But of the fruit of this fair tree amidit
Strange alteration in me, to degree The garden, God hath faid, Ye fhall not eat
Of reafon in my inward powers, and {peech Thereof, nor thall ye teuch it, left ye die.
Wanted not long, tho' ta this thape retain’d. She fcarce had faid, though brief, whea now
Thenceforth to.fpecnlations high or deep more bold -
I turn’d my thoughts, and with capacious mind The Tempter, but, with thew of zeal and love,
Confider’d all things vifible in Heav'n, To man, and indignation at his wrong,
Or earth, or middle, all things fair and good ; New part puts on, and as to paflion mov'd,
But all that fair and good in thy divine Flutuates difturb’d, yet comely and in a&
Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray Rais’d, as of {ome great matter to begin,
IJnited I beheld ; ne fair to thine As when of old fome orator renown’d
Equivalent or fecond, which compell’d | In Athens or free Rome, where elocuence
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Stood in himfelf collected, while each part,
Motion, cach a& won audience, e'er the tongue,
Sometimes in height began, as no delay

Of preface brooking through his zeal of right :
So ftanding, moving, or to height up grown,
The Tempter, all impafion’d, thus began :

O facred, wife, and wifdom-giving Plant,
Mother of Science, now 1 feel thy power
Within me cleur, not only to difcern
Things in their caufcs, but to trace the ways
Of higheft agents, deem’d however wife,

' Queen of this umverfe, do not believe

Thofe rigid threats of death ; ye fhall pot die :
| How fhould you? by the fruit? it gives you hfe
" T'o knowledge; by the Threat'ner ! look on me,
Me who have touch’d and tafted, yet both live,
And life more perfeét have attain’d than Fate
Meant me, by vent'ring higher than my lot.
Shall that be fhut to man, which to the beaft
Is open ? or will God incenfe his 1re
For fuch a petty trefpafs, and not praile
Rather your dauntlefs virtue, whom the pain
Of death denounc'd, whatever thing death be,
Deterr’d not from achieving what might lead
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil;
Of Good, how juft? of evil, if what is evil
Be real, why not known, fince eafier thunn'd :
God therefore cannot hurt you, and be juit ;
Not juft, not God ; not fear’d then, nor obey’d :
Vour fear itfelf of death removes the fear,
Why then was this forbid ? why, but to awe,
Why but to keep thee low and ignorant,
His worfhippers ; he knows that in the day
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that {eem fo clear,
Yei are but dim, {hall perfedily be then
Open'd and clear’d, and ye {hall be as gods,
Knowing both good and evil, as they know.
‘That ye fhall be as gods, fince [ as man,
Internal man, is but proportion meet 3
1 of brute human, ye of human gods,
So ye fhall die perhaps, by putting off _
Human, to put on gods; death to he wifh’d,
‘Tho® threaten’d, which no worfe than this can

bring.

And what are gods, that man may not become
. As they, participating god-like food?
The gods are firft, and that advantage ufe
On our belicf, that all from them proceeds ¢
1 queftion iz, for this fair earth I fce,
Warm’d by tpe%eh; producing every kind,
Them nothifig : if they all things, whoinclos'd
 Krowledge of good and evil in this tree,
\ That whofo eats théreof, forwith attains
| wifdom without their leave? and wherein lies
Th' offence, that. man fhounld thus attain to
_ know !

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree
Impart againft his will, if ali be his ¢
. Or 15 it envy, and can envy dwell
In heav'nly breafts? thefe, thefe and many more
' Caufes import your need of this fair fruit.
Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafte.

He ci-1ed ; and his words, replete with guile,
Into her hcart too ealy ¢utrance won: |
Fir'd on the frult the gaz’d, which to'behold

e
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and in her ears the found -
Yet rung of his perfuafive words, impregn'd
With reafon, to her {ceming, and with truth
Meanwhile the hour of noon dres on, and wak'd
An eager appetite, rais'd by the {mell E
So favoury of that fruit, which with defire, -
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte, . .. .
Solicited her longing eye; yet firlt -
Paufing a while, thus to herfelf the mus’d ¢ C

Great are thy virtues, doubtlefs, beft of fruits,
Tho’ kept from man, and worthy to be’ admir'd,
Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firft affay =+
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught
The tongue not made for fpcech to peak thy

praife :
Thy praife he ale who forbids thy ufe,
Conceals not from us, maming thee the Tree
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil 3
Forbids us then to tafte; but his forbidding
Commends thee more, while it infers the good . .
By thee communicated, and our-want = |
For good unknown, fure is not had, or had
And yct unknown, is as not had at all.
In plain, then, what forbids he but to knowss
Forbids us good, forbids us to he wife !
Such prohibitions bind not. But if death -
Rinds us with after-bands, what profits-them
Our inward freedom ? In the day we cat |
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we fhall dic?
How dies the ferpent§ he hath eat’n and Lives,
And knows, and {peaks, and reafons;: and dafcerus,
Irrational till then. For us alope. c.7 .
Was death invented ! or to s deny d-
'This intelledtual food, for beafts referv’d? -~
For beafts it feems: yet that one beaft which
firft | -
Hath talted, envies not, but brings with joy
'The good befall’n him, author unfufpedt,
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile.
What fear I then? rather what know to fear
Under this ignorance of good and evil,
Of God or death, of law or penalty ?
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine,
Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte,
Of virtue to make wife : what hinders then
To reach, angd feed at once both body’ and mind ?

So faying, her rafh hand, in evil hour,

Forth reaching to the fruit, fiie pluck’d, fhe eat :

‘Farth felt the wound, and Nature from: her feat

Sighing through all her works, gave hgns of

woe,

That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk -
The guilty ferpent, and well might ; for Eve.
Intent now wholly on her talke, nought elie
Regarded, fuch delight till then, &9 feem’d, - -~
In fruit {he never tafted, whether true -
Or fancy’d fo, through expedtation high -
Of knowledge; nor was God-head from her
thought. - -
Greedily fhe ingorg'd without reftraint,
And knew not eating death {atiate at length,
And heighten’d, as with wine, jocund and buon.
Thus to herfelf fhe pleafingly began :

O fov’reign, virtuous, precious of alltrees

1 In Paradife, of operation blefs’d .. -
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To fapience, hitherto obfeur’d infam’d,
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end
Created ; but henceforth my early care,
Not without fong, each morning, and due praife,
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden cafe
Of thy full branches offer’d free to all;
’Till dieted by thee 1 grow mature
In knowledge, as the gods, who all things know ;
'Tho' others envy what they cannot give;
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee, I owe,
Beft guide ; not following thee, 1 had remain’d
In ignorance ; thou open’lt wildom’s way,
And giv'ft accels, tho' fecret fhe retise,
And'{ perhaps am fecret; Heav'n is high,
High, and remote to {fee from thence diftinét
Fach thing on Earth : and other care perhaps
May have diverted from continual watch
Qur great Forbidder, fafc with all his [pies
About him. But to Adam in what fort
Shall I appear ? fhall [ to him make known
As yet my change, and give him to partake
Full happinefs with me, or rather not,
But* cep the odds of knowledge in my power
‘Without copartner ! {o to add what wants
1n female fex, the more to draw his love,
And render me more equal, and perbaps,
A thing not undefirable, fometime
Superior ; for infertor who 1s free;
"This may be well : but what if God have feen,
And death enfue ? then 1 fhall be no mare,
And Adam wedded to another Eve,
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinét;

death to think. Confirm’d then I refolve,

' dam fhall fhare with me in blifs or woc ;

So dear J love him, that with him all deaths
1 conld endure, without him live no life.

So‘faying, from the trce her {lep fhe turn'd 5
But firflt low reverence done, as to the power
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus'd
Into the plant fciential fap, deriv'd
From nedtar, drink of gods. Adam the while
Waidng defirous her recurn, bad wove
Of choicefl fiowers a garland to adorn
Her trefles, and her rural labours crown,

As reapers oft are wont their harvelt queen.

Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and new

Solace in her return, fo long delay’d

Yet oft his heart, divine of fomething ill,

“Mifgave him ; he the falt’ring meafure felt

And forth to meet her went, the way fhe took

That morn when firft they parted ; by the tree

Of knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met,

Scarce from the tree returning : in bher hand

A bough of faireft fruit, that downy fmii’d,

New gather’d, and ambrofial fmell diffus’d.

" "T'o him fhe hafted ; in her face excuie

Came prologue, and apology too prompt,

‘Which with bland words at will fhe thus ad-
drefs’d:

Haft thou not wonder’d, Adam, at my ftay?
Thee 1 have mife’d, and thought it long, depriv'd
Thy prefence, agony of love till now
Not felt, nor fhall be twice, for never more
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The pain of abfence from thy fight. But firange
Hath been the caufe, and wonderful to hear :
This tree is not as we are told, a tree

Of danger tafled, nor to evil unknown

Opening the way, but of divine effect

To open eyes; and make them gods who tafte; y
And hath been tafted {uch; the ferpent wile,

Or not reftrain’d as we, or not oheying,

Hath eaten of the fruit, and is became,

Not dead, as we are threaten’d, but thencelorth
Indued with buman voice and human feni,
Reafoning to adiniration, and with me

| Perfuafively hath fo prevail’d, that I

Have aifo tafted, and have allp found

Th® effe&s to correfpond, opener mine eyes,

Dim erft; dilated fpirits, ampler heart,
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee
Chiefly 1 {fought, without thee can-defpife,
For blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs,
Tedious, unfhar’d with thee, and odious foen.
Thou therefore alfo tafke, that equal lot |
May join us, equal joy, as equal love;
Left thou not tafting, different degree
Disioin us, and I then teo late repounce
Deity for thee, when Fate will not perinit,

Thus Evz with count’mance blithe her ftory

told ; | _

But in her check diftemper fluthing glow’d.
On the other fide, Adam, foon as he heard
The fatal trefpals done by Eve, amaz’d,

| Aftonied ftond aud blank, while horror chill

Ran through his veins, and ail his joints relax’d ;
From his flack harid the garland wreath’d for Eve
Down dropt, and all the taded rofes fhed :
Specchlefs he fnod and pale, till thus at length
Firft to himfelf he inward {ilence broke :

O faireft of Creation, laft and beft
Of all God’s works, creature in whon excell’d
Whatever can to fight or thought be form’d,
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fvect!
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft,
Defac’d, deflower'd, and now to death devote ¢
Rather how hail thou yielded to tranfgr{;
The ftriét forbiddance, how to violate _
The facred fruit forbidd’n ? fome curfed frxud
Of enemy hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown,
And me with thee hath ruin’d, for with thee
Certain my refolution is to dies,
How can 1 live without thee, how fogego

‘Thy {weet converfe, and Jowesdy I%I‘I]F join’dy
To live again in thefe wild woods 12¢lorn ?
Should God create another Eve,and 1
Another rib afford, yet lofsof thee
Wonrld never from my heart; no no, I feel
The link of nature draw me : flefh of flefh,
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftate -
Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe. |
So having {aid, as one from fud difrnay  *
Recomforted, and after thoughts difturb’d
Submitting to what feem’d remedilefs,
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn’d :
Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, advent'roys
Eve, ‘
And peril great provok'd, who

. . .

thus faft dar d
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That facred fruit facred to abftimence,
'Much more to tafte it under ban to touch.

But paft who can recal, or done undo !

Nor God omnipotent, nor Fate; yet fo
Perhaps thou fhalt not die, perhaps the fact

Is not {o heinous now, foretafted fruit,

Rrofan’d firft by the ferpent, by him firft
Made common and unhallow’d ¢’er our tafte;
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet hves,
Lives as thou faidft, and gains to live as man
Higher degree of life, inducement firong

To us, as hikely tafting to attain

Proportional afcent, which cannot be

But to be gods, or angels demi-gods.

Nor can | think that God, Creator wife,
Though threat’ning, will in earneft fo deftroy
Us his prime creatures, dignify {o high,

Set over all his works, which in our fall,

For us created, needs with us mull fail,
Dependent made 5 {fo God fhall uncreate,

Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labour lofe,

Not well conceiv’d of God, who though his power
Creation could repeat, yet would be loath

Us to abolifh, left the Adverfary

Triumph and fay ; fickle their ftate whom God
Moft favours; who can pleafe him long? Me

firft

He ruin’d, now mankind ; whom will he next?
Matter of fecorn, not to he given the foe.
However, | with thee have fix’d my lot,
Certain to undergo like doom ; if death
Confort with thee, death is to me as life ;

S0 forcible within my heart I fecl

The boud «f Marurs draw awe to my own,

My awn in thee, for what thou art is mine §
Our {tate cannot be ferver’d, we are one,

One fleth ; to lofe thee were to lofe myiclf,

So Adam 4 and thus Eve to him reply’d ;

O glorious trial of exceeding love,
Muftrious evidence, example high !

Engaging me to emulate, but thort

 Of thy perfedtion, how fhall I attain,

* Adam ? from whole dear-fide I boafl me fprung,
~ And ¢ladly of our union hear thee fpeak,
. One heart, one foul in both ; whereof good proof
" *This day affords, declaring thee refolv’d,
Rather than death or ought than death more dread
Shall feparate us, link'd 1n love fo dear,

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime,

If any be, of tafting this fair fruit,

Whofe virtt.> (for of good &ill good proceeds,
Dire@, or by i(Fon) hath prcfit' ed
This happy trial of thy love, which elfe

So eminently never had been known.
Were it 1 thought death mecac’d would enfue
'This my attempt, 1 would {uftain alone

The worft, and not perfuade thee, rather die
Deferted, than oblige thee with a falt
Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly affur'd
Remarkably {o late of thy fo true,

So faithful love unequal’d ; but I feel

. Far otherwife th' event, not death, but life

- Augmented, open’d eyes, new hopes, new joys,
- Tafte {o divine, that what of [weet before

. Jath touck'd my fenfe, fat fesms to this, and harih,

1
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On my experience, Adam, frecly tafte,
And fear of death deliver to the winds,
So [aying, the embrac’d him, and for joy
Tenderly wept, much won that he his love
Had fo ennobled, as of choice t¢ incur
Divine difpleafure for her fake, or death.
In recompenfe {for fuch compliance bad
Such recompence beft merits) from the bough
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit
With liberal hand : he {crupled not to eat
Againft his better kno~ledge, not deceiv’d,
But fondly overcome with temale charm. -
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again
In pangs, and Nature gave a {econd groan,
Siky lour’d, and, muttring thunder, {fome fad-drops
Wept at cumpleting of the mortal {in
Original § while Adam took no thought,
Eating his fli, nor Eve to iterate
Her former trefspafs fear’d, the more to footh
Him with her lov’d fociety, that now
As with new wine intoxicated both |
They {wim in mirth, and fancy that they feel
Divinity within them breeding wings,
Wherewith to fcorn the Earth : but that falfe fruie
Far other operation firlt difplay’d,
Carnal defire inflaming ; he on Eve
Began to caft lafcivious eyes, fhe him
As wantonly repaid ; in lufl they burn :
Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move.,
Eve, now | fe¢ thou art exa&® of tafte,
And ¢legant, of fapience no fmall part,
Since to each meaning lavor we apply,
And palate call judicious; I the praife |
Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey’d.
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain’d
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now
True relith, tafting ; if fuch pleafure be
In things to us forbidd’n, it might be wifl'd,
For this one tree, had been forbidden ten.
But come, fo well refrefh’d, now let us play,
As meet 1s, after fuch delicious fare; ‘
For never did thy beaunty fince the day
I faw thee firft and wedded thee, adorn’d
With all perfections, fo inflame my fenfe
With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now -
Thao ever, bounty of this virtuous tree.
So faid he; and forebore not glance or toy
Of amorous intent, well underftood
Of Eve, whofe eye darted contagious fire, -
Her hand he {eis’d, and te a fhady bank,
Thick overheard with verdant roof imbower'd,
He led her nothing loath ; flowers were the couch,
Panfies and violets, and afphodel,
And hyacinth, Earth’s fretheft fofteft lap.
There they their fill of love and love’s difport
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the feal,
The {olace of their fin, till dewy fleep
Opprefs’d them, wearied with their amorous play.
Soon as the force of that fallacious frut,
That with exhilerating vapour-bland
About their fp’rits had play’d, and inmolt powers
Made err, was now cxhal'd; and groffer flecp
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conlcious dreatns
Incumber’d, now had left them; up they rofe
As from unrelt, and cach she other viewing,
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Seon fonnd their eyes how open’d, aud their mind
How darken’d ; Innocence, that as a veil
Had fhadow’d them from knowing ill, was gone,
Juft confidence, and native righteoulnefs,
And honour from about them, naked left
To guilty fhame ; he cover’d, but his robe
Uncover’d more.  So rofe the Danite {trong
Herculian Samfon from the harlot lap
Of Philiftean Dalilah, and wak’d
Shorn of his ftrength, they deftitutc and bare
Of all their virtue : filent, and in face :
Confounded long they fat, as {kirucken mute,
Till Adam, though not iefs thun Eve abafh’d,
Ap length gave uttcrance to thele words con-
ftrain’d.
" O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give ear
To that falfe worm, of whomfocver taught
T'o countetfeit man’s voice, true in our fall,
Falfe in our promis’d rifing ; fince our eyes
Open’d we find indeed, and find we know,
Both good and evil, good loft, and cvil got,
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know,
Which leaves us naked thus of honour void,
Of ianccence, of faith, of purity,
Our wonted ornaments now foil'd and ftain’d,
And-= our faces evident the figns
Of foul concupifeence; whenee the evil {tore
Ev'n fhame, the laft of evils ; of the firlt
Be fure then, How fhall T behold the face
Heneeforth of God or Angel, erit with joy
And rapture fo oft beheld ? thofc heav'nly {hapes
Will dazzle now this carthly with their blaze
Infuffcrably bright. O might T herc
in {olitude live favage, in fome glade
Ohfeur’d, where higheft woods impenetrable
'T'o ftar or fun-light, fpread theur umbrage broad
nd brown as evening : cover mc, y pines,
Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs
Hide me, where I may never fee them more.
But let us now, as in bad plight, devile
What beft may for the prefent ferve to hide
T'he parts of cach from other, that icem moft
* To thams obnoxious, and unfeemiiclt {feen ;
Somre trec, whole broad finooth leaves together
fow™d,
And girded on our Ioins, may cover round
Thofe middle parts, that this new comer Shame,
*I'here it not, and reproach us as nnclean.
So counfel’d he, and both together went
Into the thickeft wood ; there feon they choofe
The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown’d,
Dut fuch as at this day to Indians known
in Malsbar or Decan, {preads her arms
Prauching {o broad and long, that in the ground
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow
About the mother tree, a pillar’d fhade
High overarch’d, and echoing walks between
"I'here oft the Indian herdfiman fhunning heat
Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds
At loopholes cut through thickeft fhade : thofe
leaves .
They gather’d, broad as Amazonian targe,
And with what 1kill they had, together fow’d,
Vo gird their wafte, vain covering 1f to hide
Their guilt and dreaded thame ; O how unlike
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To that firft naked glory! Such of late
Columbus found th* Amcrican, fo girt
With feather’d cinéture, naked elfe and wild
Among the trees on ifles and woody theras,
Thus fenc’d, and as they thought, thii. thame in
Cover’d, but not at relt or eafe of miud, [ part
They fat them down to weep ; nor only tears
Rain’d at their eyes, but high winds worfe within
Began to rife, high pafhons, anger, hate,
Miftrudt, fufpicion, difcord, and fhook fore
'T'heir inward ftate of mind, calm region once,
And full of peace, now toft and turbulent ¢
For underftanding rul’d not, and the will
Heard not her lore, both in fubjetion now
To fenfual appetite, who from beneath
Ufurping over fov'reign reafon claim'd
Superior fway : from thus diftemper’d breaft,
Adam, eftrang’d in look and alter’d ftile,
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew’d, |
Would thou hadft hearken’d to my words, and
ftay’d
With me, as I befought thee, vehen that firange
Defire of wand’ring this unbhappy morn,
1 know not whence, poflefs’d thee; we had then
Rcmauin’d ftill happy, not as naw, defpoil’d
Gf all our good, fham’d, naked, milerable.
Let none henceforth feck needlefs caufe te ap-
prove |
The faith they owe ; when earneftly they feek
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail.
To whom foon mov’d with touch of blame thus
Eve.
What words have pafs’d thy lips, Adam fevere !
Imput’ft thou that to my default, or will
Of wand'ring, as thou call’'ft it, which who knows
But might as ill have happen’d thou being by,
Or to thyfelf perhaps ? Hadil thou been there,
Or here th’ attempt, thou could’ft not have dil-
cern’d
Fraud in the ferpent, fpeaking as he {pake ;
No ground of enmity between us known,
Why hedhould mean me ili, or feek to harm.
Was I to have never parted from thy fide ?
As good have grown there ftill a lifelefs rib.
Being as 1 am, why didft not thou the head
Command me abfolutely not to go,
Going into fuch danger as thau faidft ?
Too facile then thou didft not much gainfay,
Naydidt permit, approve, and fair difmifs.-
Hadft thou been firm and fix’d i thy diffent,
Neither had I tranfgrefs’d nor thou wirh me,
To whom tholt firft incens'€"iebmn reply’d ;

| s this the love, is this the recumpenﬂb

Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, cxpreis’d
Immutable when thou wert loft, not I,

Who might have liv'd and joy’d immortal blifs,
Yet willingly chofe rather death with thee ?
And am I now upbraided as the caule

Of thy tranigrefling ? not enough fevere,

It feems, in thy reftraint ; what could I more ?
I warn’d thee, I admonifh’d thee, foretold

The dapger, and the lurking ¢nemy

"I'hat lay in wait 3 beyond this had becn force,
And force upon free will hath here no place,
But confidence then bore thee on, {veures
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Fither to mect no danger, or to find

Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps

r

[ al{o orr’d in overmuch admiring

{What feem’d in thee fo perfed, that I thought

' No evil durft attempt thee ; but I rue

that error now, which is become my crime,

And thou th’ accufer. Thus it fhall befal

| Him who to worth in women overtrufting
Lets her will rule : reftraint fhe will not brook,
And left to herfelf, if evil thence enfue,
he §eft h is weak indulgence will accufe.

Thus they in mutaal accufation fpent
The fruitlefs hours, but neither felf~condemning,
And of their vain conteft appear’d no end.
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The Argument.

Wan’s tranfgreffion known, the guardian angels forfake Paradife, and retarn up to Heaven to approve

their vigilance, and zre approv’d, God declaring tha
He fends his Son to judge the tranfgreflors,

prﬂcnted.

Iy ; then in pity clothes themn both, and reafcends.

¢ the entrance of Satan could not be by them
who defcends and gives fentence according-
Sin and Death fitting till then at the gates of

Hell, by wondrous fympathy feeling the fuccels of Satan in this new world, and the fin by man there

committed, refolve to fit no longer confin'd in Hell, b
this world to and {ro,
that Satan firft made;
. their mutual gratelation. Satan arrives at Fan-

Man + to make the way eafier from Hell to
bridge over Chaos, according to the tradt

meet him proud of his fuccefs returning to Hell
demonium, in full affembly relates with boafting his
tertained with a general hifs by all his audience, tran
accﬂrdiﬁg to his deom given in Paradife ; then deluded with a

ut to follow Satan their fire up to the place of
they pave a broad high-way or
then preparing for Earth, they

fuccels againft Man; inftead of applaufe, 1s en-
sforra’d with himfelf alfo fuddenly into {erpents,
fhew of the forbidden Tree fpringing

np before them, they greedily reaching to rake the fruit, chew duft and bitter afhes, The proceed~

ings of Sin and Death ; God foretels the final victory
things ; but for the prefent commands his angels to ma

of his Son over them, and the renewing of ail
ke feveral alterations in the Heavens and ele-

spents.  Adam more and more pcrceiving his fali’n condition, heavily bewails, rejeéts the condole:

ment of Eve ; fhe perfifts, and at length appeafes him :

then, to evade the curfe likely to fall o1

their offspring, propofes to Adam violent ways, which he approves not, but conceiving better hope
puts her 1o mind of the late promife made them, that her Seed fhould be reveng'd on the ferpent
and exhorts her with him to feek peace of the offended Deity, by repentance and fupplicﬁti-ﬂn.

W rax while the heinous and defpiteful aék

Of Satan done in Paradife, and how

He in the ferpent had perverted Eve,

Her hufband {he, to tafte the fatal fruit,

Was known in Heav’n 3 for what can’feape the cye

Of God all-feeing, or deceive his heart

Ommifcient ? who in all things wife and juft,

Hinder'd not Satan to attemnpt the mind ~ -

Of Man with firength entire, and free will arm’d

Complete to have difcover’d and repul{’d

Whatever wiles of foe or feeming friend,

For il they knew, and ought to have fiill re-
member’d

T

-HI._
| The high injunétion not to tafte that fruit,

Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying,
Incurr’d (what could they lefs ?) the penaity,
And manifold in fin, deferv’d to fall. '
Up into Heav’n from Paradife 1o hafte

Th' angelic guards afcended, mute and fad

For man, for of his ftate by this they knew,
NMuch wond'ring how the fubtle Fiend had fiol'n
Entrance unfeen, Soon as the unwelcome news
From Earth arriv’d at Heaven gate, difpleas’d
All were who heard ; dim Sadnefs did not fpare
That time celeftial vifages, yet mux’d

With pity violated not ¢heir blifs,
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About the nievr-arriv'd, in multitudes
"T'h’ ethereal people ran, to hear and know
How all befel : they tow'rds the throne fupreme
Accountable made halte to make appeat
With righteous plea their utmolt vigilance,
¢ And eafily approv'd ; when the Mnf’c High
Yiternal Father, fmm his fecret cloud,

Amidit in thunder utter’d thus his voice.

Aflemhled Augc.ls and ye powers return’d
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmay’d,

Mor troubled at thefe tidings from the Earth
Which your fincereft care counld not prevent,
TForetold {0 Iately what would come to pafs,

When firft this Tempter crofs’d the gulf from Heil.
I told ye then he {hnulu prevail and fpeed
On his bad errand, man fhould be feduc’d
And flatter’d out of all, believing lies
Againit his Maker ; no detree of mine
Concurring to neceflitate his fall,

Or touch with lighteft moment nf impulfe
His free will, to her own inclining fP
In even ﬁ:alf:. But fzil'n.he is, and now
What refls, but that the mortal fentence pafs
On his tranfereflion, death denocune'd thar day ¢
Which he prefunics already wvain and void,
Hecaule ngt yet inflicted, as he fear’d,

By fome immediate firoke ; bilt {oon fhall find
Forbearance no acquittance e’er day end.

Juftice {hall not return as bounty feorn’d.

But whom fend 1 to judge them ? whom but thee
Vicegerent Son ? to thee T Bave transferr’d
All judgment, whether in Heav’a, or Earth or
]ulf}r it may be feen that [ intend [Hell.
Mecrey collegue with yufhice, fending.thee
Maun's friend, his mec{mtnr, his defigrn’d
Iioth raﬂfome: and-redecmer voluntary,

And deftin’d Man himfe}f to judge men fall’n.

So fpake the Father, and unfolding bright
Toward the right hand his glory, on the: Son
Blaz’d forth unclnuded deity ; bhe full
Refplendent 21l his Father manifett
Lxprefs'd; and thus divinely anfwer’d mild.

Father Eternal, thine is to decree,
Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy
supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov’d
May'ft cver reft well pleas’™d. I go to judge

will

On Earth thefe thy tranfgreffﬂrs, but thou know .ﬂc '

" Whoe#er judg’d, the worft on me muft light,
‘When time fhaft be, for fo.1 undertook
Pefore thee : andﬁunt repenting, this obtain
Of rizht, th,at 1 may mitigate their doom
On me deriv’d, yet I fhall temper fo
Juftice with mercy, 2¢ may illuftrate moft
‘Them fully {atisfy’d, and thee appeafe,
Attcndancc ngre fhall need; nor train, where none
Are to behold the udgment but the judg‘d
Thole two ; the tl'urd beft ablent is condemn’d,
; Convit by ﬂlght, and rebef to all law :
. Convi&ion to the ferpent none belongs,

Thus faying, from his radiant feat he rofe

Of high collaterial glory : him thrones and powcrs,.

| Prmccdnma, and deminations miniftrant,
Accompanied to Heav'n gate, from whem:ﬁ
Edenand 2l the coaft in profpe® lay.

. Down he defcended firait ; the fpeed of gods
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Tisre ‘counts not, though with fwiftelt” minutes

| Now was the fun ia weltern cadence low {wing'ds

From poon, and gentle airs due at thewr hoar
To fan thc EFarth now-awak’d, and wher in -
The ev’ning cool, when he fronf verath more cool
Came the mild judge and mtefr:ﬁffur beth )
'T'o fentence Man : the voice of God'they, heu.rd
Now walking in the garden, by foft winds’ - ‘
Brought to their ears, whiie da‘f declin’d thsf g
heard,
And fxom his prefence lud themfelvm among’
'T'he ¢thickelt trees, both man and wife, tili God.
Avpproaching, thus to Adam cail’d aloud,
Where art thou Adani, wont with joy to meet -
My coming feen {ar off 2 T mifs thee here,
Iniut pieas’d thus entertain’d with folitade,
Where obvious duty e’er while appear’™d unfuught 3
Or come Ielefs confpicuous, or what change - *:
Abfents thee, or what chance detains 2 Come f::rrﬂ:‘
He came, and with hish E‘Ih:,r murt: hﬁMgh
firft ~ a4
To offend, difcountenanc’ dbnth :md dlﬁznmpos
Love was not in their looks, Elﬂlt‘i’ ta God
Or to cach other, but appurént gils,
And fhame, and perturbation, and- defpau’, :

| Anger, and obftinacy, and hate, and. gaile.:

Whence Adam falt’ring long, thua anfwﬂr’d bnﬁ. -
T heard thee in the gard'n, and of thy voice -
Afraid, being naked, hid myfelf. - To whom
The gr:a.cmixs judge w1thnut rcﬂle, reply’di ..
My voice thou oft hafk heard; and m
But ftill rejoic’d ¢ huwmuqqﬁf e DB 55 pa A
So dreadful to thee ? that thon #rtf
{1ath told thee ? haft thou eateh of the 'Frr;c,
Whereof 1 gave thee charge thoit{houldft mot ﬂﬂ‘!
I'oc whom thus Adam fﬁre.b:fcrt reply’d ¢

O Heav'n ! in evil ftrait this day 1 fland p ;
Before my jud% tlthgr to uhdergo . R 4
Myfelf the total erime, ur to accufe AR

M other felf, the artni:'l‘ufmyhfe e b e
'Whﬂfr failing, wh:le her faith to me rmﬁai *H
I thould conceal, and not expofe to-hlame -
By my cnmplmnt but ftriét necellity - = --E
Subdues e, and :alnmrtuufcunﬁramt, S '!’
Left on my head both fin, anﬂpuniﬂlmeut,
However infupportable, be.all. -
Devolv'd ; tf-ﬂﬂ h fhould I hold mypeaw,ycuhﬁt |
Wouldit eaﬁ dete& what F cogceal.
This ‘Wﬂman whom thou madeﬁ. to-be m hdﬂ '
And gav'{t me as thy perfedt gift,fﬂ guod,
So fit, {o acceptable, {o divine, .-
That from her hand 1 could fufise & nb 111
And svhat fhe did, whatever ig. lt&if L .*;E
Her doing feem’d to juftify the degd s < 1E
5he gave me of the Tree, and I did.egt. . = - -.-+
To Whnm the Sov'reign Prefence thusreply’d’s
Was fhe thy God, that her thou didft obey
Before his voice, or wwas fie made thy guide,
Siperior, or but equal, that to her
Theu didft refign th manhuud and the Im
Wherein Geod {et thﬁ.e ahove. her made nfth#,;
And for thee, whofe-perfedtion f,ar excell’d: %" ~
Her's in all real dignity } Adom’d . ::.J.-'
She was indaed, amd lovely to atteadt .~ . .
"Thy lave, not th}? fubje&iu;l ; and ber giftg:.+ - &

¥
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Were fuch os tinder government well feem’d,
Univemly to hear rule, which was thy part
And perfon, hadft thou known thylelf aright.
S5c having faid, he thus to Eve in few,
$ay, Woman, what is this which theu haft done?
To whom fad Eve, Wwith fhame nigh over-
whehn'd, |
Confefling foon, vet not before her judge
Bold or loquacions, thus sbath’d raply’d ;
‘The ferpent me beguil'd, and I did cat.
Which when the Lord God heard, without delay
Vo judgement he proceeded on th' accus’d
- Serpent though brute, unable to transfer
‘The guilt on him who made him infiroment
Of mifchief, and polluted fram the end
- Of his creation § jultly then accurs’d,
As vitiated in nature : more to know
Concern’d not man ({fince he no further knew)
Nor alter'd his offcnce ; yet Gad at lafk
T'o Satair firft in fin his doom apply’d,
Though in myfterious terms, judg’d as thew bell ?
And on the {erpent this his curfe let fall.
Becanfz thou haft done thi, thon art accura’'d
Above all cattle, each beaft of the field;
Upon thy belly groveling thou fhalt go,
And duft fhalt eat il the days of thy life,
Between thee and the woman I will put -
Enmity, and between thine and her feed ;
Her feed thall bruifc thy head, thou bruife his heel,
So fpake this Oracle, then verify’d
When Jefus fon of Mary, {ccend Eve,

Saav Satan fall lke lightniy dows from Heav'n, -

Prince of the Air; then rifing fiom his grave
Spoil’d principalities and powers, triumph’d
%8 open fhew; and with afcenfien bright
Captivity led captive thiungh the air,
The realm itfelf of Satay Jong wfurp’d,
Whom he fhall tread at Iaft under our feet;
Ev'n he who now feretold his fatal bruife,
And to the woman thus his fentence turn’d.
~ Thy forrow I wiil greatly multiply
By thy conception ; children thew fhall bring
In forrow forth ; and to thy hufband’s will
Thine [hall fubmit ; he over thee fhall rule,

On Adam ladt thus judgmient he pronounc’d.
Becaufethouhaft hearken’dto th' voice of thy wife,
And ecaten of the tree, concerning which
A charg’d thee, faying, Thou fhalt not eat thereof:
Curs’d ie vre ground for thy fake ; thou in {orrow
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy life s
Thorns alfo and thiftles it fhall bring thee forth
Unbid 3 and thou fhalt eat th’ herb of the field,
In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread
'Tiil thou return unto the ground ; for thon
Out of the ground waft taken ; know thy birth,

*For duft thou art, and fhalt to duft return,

So judg'd he Man, both Judge »nd Savienr fent,

And th' inftant ftroke of death denounc’d that
da

Remuv{i far off ; then pitying how they ftood

Refore him naked to the ajr, that now

Muit fuffer change, difdain’d not to begin

Thenceforth the form of fervant to affume,

As when he wafh’d bis fervants feet, [o now

4As father of his family he clad
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Their nakednels with fkins of beafls, or flain,
Or as the {nake with youthful coat repaid 5
And thought not much to clothe his encmies »
Nor he their outward only with the fkins
Of bealls, but inward nakednels, much more
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteoufnefs
Arraying, cover’d from his Father’s fight.
'I'o him with fwift afcent he up return’d,
Into his blifsful bofom reaffum’d
In glory as of old ; to hint appeas’d
All,though ali-knowing, what hud pals’d with mant
Recounted, miing mterceflion. fweet.
Mean while e’er thus was fian'd and judg’d on
Farth,
Within the gates of Hell, fat Sin and Death
In counserview within the gates, that now
Stood open wide, belching eutrageous Hame
Far into Chaos, fince the Fiend pafs'd theough,
Sin opening, who thus pew te Death began :
O Son, why fit we here each other viewing
Idly, while Satan our great author thrives
In other worlds, and happrer {eat provides
For us his offspring dear ? It cannot be
Bat that fuccels attends hum 5 if mifhap,
E'er this he had return’d, with fury drivers
By his avengcers, {inee ne place like this
Can fit his punifhmens, ar their revenge.
Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rile,
Wings growing, and dominien giv’e me large
Beyond this deep y whatever draws nie en,
Or {ympathy, or fome comuatural force
Powerful at greateft diftance to unite
With fecret amity things of like kind
By lecreteft conveyance.” Thou my fhade
Infeperable muft with me along :
For Death from Sin no power can {eparate.
But left the difficulty of palling back
Stay his return pethaps over this guif
Impadluble, impervious, let us try,
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mire
Not unagreeable, to found a path
Over this main frem Hell to that new world
Where Satan now prevails, 3 monument
Of merit high to 21l th infernal hoit,
Eafing their paflage hence, for intercourie,
Or tranfmigration, as thelr lot thall lead.
Nor can I mifs the way, {o ftrengly drawn
By this new felt attraftion and inftind. -
Whom thus the meapre fhadov. anfwer’d foon ¢
Go whither Fate and inclination firong
Leuds thec ; 1 fhall not lag behind, nor err
‘The way, theu leading, fuch a fcent [ draw
Of carnage, prey inmumerable, and tafte
The {avor of death from all things there that hive :
Nor fhall 1 to the work thou enterprifeit
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid.
So faying, with delight he fnuff’d the {mell
Of mortal change on earth. As whena flock
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remotey
Againft a day of battle, to a field,
Where armies lie encamp’d; come flying, lur'd
With feent of living carcales defign’d
For death, the following day, in bloody fight 5
So {cented the grim feature, and uptura’dy
His noftril wide into the murky air,
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Sagacious of his quarry from fo fat.

"Then both frem out Hell gates into the walte

Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark

Flew diverfe, and with power (thetr ‘powet was
great )

Hovering upon the waters, what they met

Holid or flimy, as in raging fea

'Toft up and down, together crouded drove

£ From cuch fide fhoaling tow'rds the nouth of

[T T N e e o

Hell 2 » .
As when two polar winds, blowing adverfe
1Jpon the Coronian {ea, together drive
Mountains of ice, that ftop th’ imagin’d way
Beyoud Petlora eaftward, to the rich
Cathaian coaft, The aggregated foil
Drath with his mace petrific, ¢old and dry,
As with a trident mtote, and 1x’d as firm
As Dclos floating once; the reft Lis look
Bound with Gergonian rigour not to move ;
And with Afphaltic flime, broad as the gate,
Deep to the roots of Flell the gathet’d beach
'They faften’d, and the mole immenfe wrought on
Onver the foaming deep high arch’d, a bridee
O kength prodigious, joining to the wall
Immmoveable of this now fencelels world
Foricit to Death ; from hence a paflage broad,
Smuoih, caly, inoffenfive, down to Heli:
So, if areat things to fmall may be compar'd,
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke,
Vrom Sula his Memponian palace high .
Came to the {ea, and over Hellefpont
Lridgive his way, Lurope with Afia join’d,
And kourg’d with many a ftroke th’ indignant
Waves.
Now had they breught the work by wond'rous
art

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock,
Cver the vex’d abyfs, following the track
Of satan to the felf fame place where he

(it Hygheed from his wing, and landed fafe
Yrom cut of Cliios, to the outfide hare

Of this round world 1 with pins of adumant
And chains they made all faft, too faft they made
And durable 5 and now in little fpace
The confines met of empyrean Heav'n
And of this world, and on the left hand Hell
Vith long reach interpos’d ; three feveral ways
In fight, to cach of thefc three places led,

And now theirway to Earth they had defery’d,;
T'o Paradife firft tending, when behold

Satan in likenefs of an angel bright

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpionr fleering
His zenith, while the fun in Aries rofe :
Dityuis’d he came, but thofe his children dear
‘t'heir parent foon difcern’d, though in difguife.
He after Eve {educ'd, inminded {innk

Into the wood faft by, and chaoging thape

To obferve the fequel, law his guiletul ack

By Evc, though all uhweeting, leconded

Upon her huiband, {faw their thame that fought
Vain covertures j but when he faw defcend
The Son of God to judge them, territy’'d

He fled, not hoping to efcape, but thun
The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath
Might fuddenly mnflist ; that pafl, return’d
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Ey night, and lil’ning where the haplefs pair
Sat in their fad difcourle, and various plaint,

‘Thence gather'd his own doom, which underftood
Not inflant, but of future time, with joy |

" And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return’d,

And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot
Of this new wondious pontifice, unhap’d,
Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear.
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight
Of that {tupcndous bridge his joy increas’d, -
L.ong he admiring ftodd, till Sin, his fair
Inchanting daughter, thus the filence broke ¢

O Parent, thefe dre thy magnific deeds,
Thy trophics, which thou view’{t as not thine owny’
Thou art their adthot and prime Architeét :
Yor I no fooner in my heart divin'd,
My heart, which by a fecret harmony __
Still moves with thine, join'd in conne&ion fiveety
That thou on earth hiadit profper'd, which thy Jooks
Now alfo cvidence, but ftrait I fele,
‘Though diftant from thee worlds between; yet felt
That I muft after theé¢ with this thy fon,
Such fatal confequence unites us three :
Hell could no longer hold us int her bounds,
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfcure =
Detain from following thy illuftrious track.
‘Thoun haft achiev’d our liherty, confin'd
Within Hell gates till now, thoun is impower'd
To fortify thus far, and overlay _
With this portentous bridge the dark abyfs. |
‘T'hine now is all this world ; thy virtue hath won
What thy hands builded not, thy wifdom jain’d
With odds what war hath left, #nd folly avéng'd
Our foil in Heav