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PREFACE.

el F——

Tre region lying immediately beyond the northern
frontier of our Indian Empire and comprehensively
“designated Chinese Tartary, has during the last quarter
of a century, from time to time, attracted the attention
of Europe, owing to the steady extension of the Russian
dominion upon its northern borders. This attention, at
" no time very fixed upon the mind of the public, received
a fresh impetus by the events.and issues of that remark-
2ble revolution which in 1862-63 severed the connec-
tion of this region from the rest of the Chinese Empire,
and in the following years led to the conquest of its
southern portion by a successful adventurer from an
adjoining principality. ‘

It has now for us acquired a special interest, no less
by reason of the intercourse which, in the efforts to
develop a trade in that direction, has sprung up between
us in India and the ruler of this newly-constituted state
of Clentral Asia, than by that of the peculiar relations in
which he stands to his Russian neighbour. And the
questions mnaturally arise—W hat is the new principalify
of Kashghar? And who is its founder Atalik Ghazi?

It is not my purpose in these pages to enter on the
theme of Central Asian politics, nor to attempt an in-
‘vestigation of the causes "which have conduced to the "

b -



PREFACE.

- guccessful establishment of a new Muhammadan state on
the ruins of the Chinese rule in this part of the Asiatic
Continent; nor yet to inquire into the motives for the
revival of a decayed Islam in this extreme limit of the
Musalman polity of Central Asia. Neither 1s it any
part of my purpose in these pages to discuss the merts,
or question the wisdom of one line of pohcy over an-
other, in respect to the relations we are by force of
neighbourhood involved in with the several states of
Central Asia, |

These subjects have each and all of them a special
interest, but of a nature much too important to be
cursorily treated in the course of a popular narrative of
travel in the region of their development. It will sutfice,
for the information of the general reader, simply in this
place to review in brief terms some of the principal -
events which have combined to draw us into friendly
relations with the successful usurper, whom fortune has
drawn from the obscurity of his own home of discord
and dismemberment to figure in the light of a congueror,
and with a fame which has been noised over the world
more by the force of fortuitous circumstances, than
through any individual merits of his own.

That great Muhammadan revival which, during the
past sixteen or eighteen years, has disturbed the peace of
the Chinese Empire to the extent of seriously threatening
the stability of its ancient régime, and which from time
to time has been brought to the notice of the western
world under the different names of Tayping rebellion
(by some considered a Christian movement), Panthay
insurrection, and Tungani revolution, according to the
several peoples promoting it in the different parts of the
'Empire, though resulting in various issues in the several
provinces, was of uniform character so far as concerned

”~
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“the persistent efforts of the rebels to subvert the consti-
tuted government in favour of their own advancement

to the supreme control of affairs. Or, in other words, to
supplant on the soil of China the state religion of Budha

by the majesty of Islam—the doctrine of Muhammad.

In this place it concerns us only to trace very briefly
the progress and consequences of that widespread move-
ment 1n the westernmost frontier province of the
Empire—the province which has been made familiar to
Europeans under the name of Eastern or Chinese Tur-
kistan—and to describe the origin of our intercourse
and relations with the present ruler of that portion of
the region comprised in the territory of Kashghar.

Chinese Tartary under the imperial government coms-
prised the two main divisions of Zunghar, or Mugholistan,
and Kashghar, or Eastern Turkistan, on the north and
south respectively of the intersecting range of the Tian
Shan or ““Celestial Mountains.” It constituted the pro-
vincial government of Ila, which was administered by a
viceroy whose seat was at the capital, called Ghulja or
Kuldja.

The northern division was called by the Chinese Tian
Shan Peh Lu, or “The way north of the Celestia]
Mountains,” and the southern division was similarly
called Tian Shan Nan Lu, or “The way south of the
Celestial Mountains,” |

The first of thesé¢ has lapsed in great part from China,
to Russia, and the former viceregal capital of Ilp is now
a Russian garrison town, linked by telegraph to St
Petersburg ; whilst the most important part of Zunghar
Is now an integral portion of the Russian dominjon in
Asia, the boundary of which in this direction marches
directly with that of Kashghar, and is, in fact; immedi-
ately in contact with its people through the nomad
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K1rgh1z on both sides of the border who are for the
most part subjects of Russia.

As to the ather division, with which alone we are
here interested, events havefollowed a somewhat different
course. |

When in 1862 the ferment of Islamite rebellion spread
from the central states of China to the provinees on its
western frontier, it first exploded in Kansuh by the rise
in revolt of the Tungani of Hochow or. Salar, in which
city the revolution was inaugurated by a general mas-
sacre and plunder of the Budhist population.

From this principal seat of the Tungani people the
leaven of sedition, thus successfully set in motion, very
rapidly pervaded the petty states of the provincial
government, to the westward, in which the garrisons of
the imperial troops were largely composed of Tunganis—
their brethren and co-religionists. They were Chinese
Musalmans of the Shaf% sect, and had during the pre-
ceding half century proved their loyalty to the Pekin
government by steadfast devotion and faithful service
against four successive Musalman invasions from Kho-
cand, and were.1n consequence fully trusted by their
Budhist fellow-countrymen.

‘These invasions from Khocand were conducted by
leaders of the expatriated Khoja family-—descendants
of the Khoja Afac who, two centuries ago, had usurped
the government of the country from the hereditary
Mughal Khans of the Chaghtay line—and were in no
way connected with the Tungani revolt, which originated
independently from the opposite direction; and hence
the reliance placed upon the loyalty of the Tunganis
by the Chinese government.

On this occasion, however, though in no way subser-
viens to the Khoja interest working from the retreat of
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the family in Khocand, but, on the contrary, stea,dﬂy
opposed to the claims advanced by them as the heredi-
tary rulers of the country, the Tunganis here, imbued
with the spirit of disaffection against the Pekin govern-
ment—the Manchu rule—which had declared itself so
violently amongst their brethren in the principal seats
of their strength to the eastward, quickly followed the
example of their confréres there, and everywhere almost
stmultancously rose in revolt against the imperial
government, and cverywhere enacted a similar role of
massacre and plunder.

In less than two years they had, everywhere in this
wide province of Chinese Turkistan, overthrown the
imperial government, and plunged the country into an
abyss of destruction, bloodshed, and untold sufferings—
a prey to the contentions of a host of claimants for par-
ticipation in the spoil.

In the first burst of the storm the Khitay, or “ the
Budhist Chinese troops,” composing in part the garrisons
of the eastern towns up to Acsu and Uch Turfan inclu-
sive, fell victims to the rage of the rebels, and were, with
their coreligionist traders and residents, massacred whole-
sale, DBut in the western cities, from Khutan to Kash-
ghar,including the military post of Maralbashi, the Khitay
shut themselves up in their forts, and held out against
the rebels and other enemies for longer or shorter periods,
til]l finally, pressed by strict siege, and bereft of the last
hopes of succour from home they, each in turn, with an
uniformity of procedure as if by preconcerted arrange-
ment, blew up their forts, and perished in the ruins of -
the explosions.

The Tungani having thus destroyed the established
government which for a hundred years had -ruled the
country, and despite the repeated insurrections excited
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- 'in'the western towns by the Khoja family of Khocand,
had raised it to a pitch of prosperity and wealth such as
1t had not known since the decline of the Chaghtay rule
In the fourteenth century, now found themselves without
a recognised leader, and with no definite plan of opera-
tion, nor any acknowledged object of attainment.

In this state of aimless confusion their chiefs fell to
quarrelling amongst themselves, and’ being men who
had always occupied a subordinate gosition, and who
were without the talents requisite for command and
organisation, they very soon succumbed to the ambition
of more able heads and stronger minds.

First and foremost amongst these last was the chief of a
numerous family of Muhammadan divines, which had for
several centuries been settled at Kucha as the hereditary
custodians of a very sacred shrine in the city suburbs,
dedicated to the perpetuation of the memory of some
early martyr to the cause of the faith in these distant
lands, who had been canonised for his services in the
propagation of Islam.

This family of priests had, from the sacred nature of
their calling, and the influential position by common
consent accorded to them in society, acquired a con-
siderable control over the minds of the people through
the agency of their spiritual offices ; and, though amply
provided for in respect to temporal requirements by
very liberal grants of rent free lands, they did not neglect
such opportunities as the circumstances of their position
offered to increase the stock of their worldly possessions

- part passw with that of their spiritual control: and at
the time of this revolution they were, in point of wealth
and influence, the foremost of the Chinese subjects resi-
dents of Kucha, independently of the rank they held in
soclety as Khojas. The term Khoja, it may be here
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noted, means “ gentleman,” and is applied as a title to-
-wealthy merchants and divines of a certain recognised
pomtmn much in the same manner as we employ the
terens ¢ esquire ” and *‘ reverend.”

The head of this Kucha family was one Rashuddm or
Rashiduddin. He took the leading part in the control
of affairs immediately after the overthrow of the Chinese
authority, and appointing the different members of his
family to the séveral local governments, now deprived
of their proper officials, very speedily secured the Tun-
gani—a scattered flock of sheep without a shepherd—as
his easy tools for the establishment of an independent
Khoja kingdom under his own sovereign control as
king. | |

So sudden was the overthrow of the Chinese rule, and
so indifferent were the people as to their successors in the
government, that Rashuddin, in the course of a few short
months, and without any serious opposition, was acknow-
ledged king ; and as such received the zakat and ‘ushar
from all the country between Yarkand and Turfan, the
several district governments of which were held by a
host of his sons, nephews, and other relations; though
not everywhere with that concord of action and unison
of sentiment which is necessary for successtul a,dmini-
stration.

But whilst Ra,shuddm in the north was consolidating
his authority over the states that had acknowledged s
rule, the states of Khutan on the south and Kashghar on
the west had already passed into the possession of two
other adventurers, whom the circumstances of the time
and locality had brought to the front as leaders, and seb
at the head of affairs in their respective places.

These were the Mufti Habibulla, an aged priest of

Whutan wha had verantlor ratitrnad fram a nilorimace to
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Mecea with enlarged ideas of the world beyond the
hmited horizon of his own secluded home, and Sadic
Beg, a barbarous nomad, the freebooter chief of the

~... Kirghiz of Kashghar. -

The country was divided between these three self-
constituted rulers, when, in the first days of 1865, Khoja
Buzurg Khan, the lineal descendant of the Khoja Afac,
1ssuing from his retreat in Khocand, ctossed the Tarik
Dawan passes to essay the recovery of the throne of his
ancestors. At the time he set out on this expedition he
was 1n the camp of the Khocand ruler, ’Alim Culi, who
had usurped the government from Khudayar, the rightful
Khan, and was at this juncture at the head of his troops
and partisans opposing the Russian advance against
Tashkand. The Capchac leader, little reckoning the
power of his mighty foe, encouraged the enterprise of
the Khoja i the hope of reasserting the Khocand influ-
ence m the western states of Kashghar, and dismissed
him with best wishes for his success,

'Alm Culi, under the circumstances pressing, could
ot spare any of his troops for service with the Khoja,
but appointed one of his trusty lieutenants and firm ad-
herents to accompany Buzurg Khan as military com-
mandant of such troops as he might raise at Khocand ;
whither the two repaired from Tashkand, in November
1364, to complete the arrangements for their enterprise
against Kashghar.

Buzurg Khan set out from Khocand towards the close
of the year with a following of only sixty-six men under
the command of Ya'cub Beg, Bdturbashi, or * Leader
~of the Braves” (the lieutenant lent by ’Alim Culi), an
Uzbak of Piskat near Tashkand, who had sticcessively
held the rank of Coshbegi or ““Lord of a shire” under
the governments of Mallah Khan, Khudayar Khan, and
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*Alim Quli in Khocand. On arrival at Khashghar the
Khoja was welcomed by the people as a deliverer—for
they were reduced to the extremity of despair under the
oppression of the hungry Sadic, and the violent excesses
~ of his lawless Kirghiz—and he was forthwith established
in the palace as king. His first act was to appoint lus
Baturbashi to the restoration of order in the city, and
the organisation of an army from amongst the Khocand
and Afghan residents found within it.

It is unnecessary here to follow in detail the career of
this remarkable character, nor that of his master, the
Khoja Buzurg Khan. An account of his life, compiled
from such information as I was able to colleet during
our stay in the country, has been submitted to govern-
ment with my ¢ Historical Sketch of Kashghar, and -
General Deseription of the Country.” Suffice 1t to say
that the latter, true to the character of his fraternity,
on. the realisation of so readily conceded a throne, at
once made over the conduct of affairs to his general, and
himself straightway launched out into a course of unre-
strained debauchery and licentiousness; whilst the other
—his Baturbashi—prompted by the instinects of his
ambitious nature, and fortified by the experience acquired
during the vicissitudes of a quarter of a century of usur-
pations, discords, strifes, and contentions which had
been the lot of his life in his own country, took advan-
tage of the opportunity to seize the government for
himself, and gradually to extend his authority over
the whole country as the ‘champion of Islam,” under
the religious title of * Atalik Ghazi”—a career in which
he was favoured by the circumstances of the time ;
namely, the weakness of the Pekin government on the
one side, and the occupation of the Russians on the other.

It was about this period=—the arrival of the Khocand,
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or Andijan party, in the country—that news of the -
revolution in Kashghar came dribbling across the passes
into India with the caravans of the petty traders of
Yarkand and Khutan. For these men now flocked oer
into Kashmir in greater numbers than before, as those
of Kashghar,_Acsu, and the other northern cities of the
territory resorted to the Russian markets in that direc-
tion, to procure the commodities of which they had been
~deprived so suddenly by the abrupt severance of their
communications with China.

The appearance of these foreign traders in the Pan-
Jab, and their glowing account of the requirements of
their country, now cut off from its natural source of
supplies by the overthrow of the government of which
they had heretofore been the subjects, soon secured for
them the interest and support of some commercial friends
on the line of their route, with the view of creating a
trade with the countries on the north of the Himalaya,

As a result of the representations made on this sub-
Ject, the government in 1866 established the Palampur
fair, with a very liberal outlay, to encourage the develop-
ment of trade with Central Asia by the route through
Little Tibat. The Yarkand traders appear to have
appreclated its advantages, and their protessions of good-
will and gratitude for the cordial reception accorded
them were by some viewed in a hopeful light as sure
prognostics of the early development of a really profit-
able trade with a region supposed to be of vast extent,
and represented as teeming with a population of scores
of millions of people who wanted tea, and cottons, and
many other stuffs which they could not now procure
through the usual channels of supply; and for which they
were dependent upon us, if we would but exert ourselves
to meet their wants, and reap, by way of reward for
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our trouble, clear profits of from fifty to seventy-five
per cent., a3 were already realised by the petty traders
'—8ikh and Afghan—from the Panjab on the small
ventures carried over the passes by them. |

For on this route, unlike those through the territories

of our western neighbours of Balochistan and Afghanis-
tan, there were no claimants of blackmail, whose fellows
robbed and murdered you even after paying the demands
of the hungry crew; but there were risks of another kind.
The trader by this route had more to dread from the
dangers and difficulties of the country than from the
attacks of banditti or the depredations of tax-collectors ;
and the loss of a few fingers or toes from frost-bite, with
the death of a greater or less number of cattle from the
toils of the journey and the inhospitable nature of the
region and climate, were the worst of the hazards he had
“to provide against.
. Stimulated, however, by the tempting prospects of so
“handsome a profit, and encouraged by the iree access
afforded to the new market, some native traders essayed
the journey, and returned satisfied with the success of
their operations. In 1868, following this, the trade
received a fresh impetus by the journey of an enterpris-
ing tea-planter who, emerging from the seclusion of his
little plantation in Kangra, took a selected assortment
of goods to Yarkand.

Mr R. B. Shaw has given to the world a most in-
teresting. account of his journey to and experiences in
the country, and has pourtrayed the peculiar character-
istics of the people—so different from those of India—
with a singular fidelity ; but he has hardly done justice
to the natural obstacles of the country, nor clearly
pointed out the impracticable difficulties of the passes
as a trade route at any time. And whilst laying stress
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on the very natural anxiety of Atalik Ghazi (whose
famiily had become Russian subjects, and whose native
country had “for ever” passed within the territories
of the Russian Empire, even before he had estab-
lished himself in the position he had usurped from
the master he was sent to serve: whilst his troops
were either Russian subjects, or those of the Khan
‘restored by that Power to his throne in Khocand) for an
alliance with, and recognition by the British Govern-
ment, he has enlarged on the grand prospects of a,
commercial intercourse with the country whose markets
had been already, in the time of the Chinese rule, stocked
by Russian merchants, And he has betrayed, by the com-
placent endurance of the rigid restrictions of the close
imprisonment imposed upon him during the six months
of his stay in the country, an amount of enthusiasm for
the cause of his adoption which may serve to explain in
~some measure the omission to note certain facts as to
the population and resources of the country, and the pe-
culiar conditions of its political existence, which under
more favourable circumstances must have prominently
arrested the attention of the traveller. |

Mr Shaw and Mr Hayward, the latter of whom ven-
tured to explore the country in the cause of geographical
science, entered the country together from the south at
the very time that Captain Reinthal and some Russian
merchants, escorted by a party of Cossacs, entered it
from the north. They were detained in their progress
to the court of Atalik Ghazi till the Russian officer had
concluded the business he had been sent to negotiate,
and were then conducted to Kashghar as Mr Shaw has
deseribed in his well-known book.

Messrs Shaw and Hayward were not the first Euro-
peans who i1 recent vesre have tenateatad o T ool oL oo
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from our side of the passes. The interest of the British
public in the countries of Tartary was first revived in
recent times by the enterprise of that learned scientific
traveller, Adolphe Schlagentweit, who, in 1857, pene-
trated to Kashghar and, arriving there during the revolt
raised by the rebel Khoja Wali Khan, fell an unfor-
tunate victim of that bloodthirsty tyrant’s madness.

In 1865 Mr W. R. Johnson, of the Great Trigono-
‘metrical Survey, whilst working on the frontier of the
territory of the Maharaja of Kashmir, descended the
Tibat highlands to the northward, and m September—
October of that year visited Khutan as the guest of its
new king, Habibulla Padshah, at the time that Atahk
Ghazi was vet the Coshbegi Ya'cub Beg in ecommand of
the troops of the Khoja Buzurg Khan installed as king at
Kashghar, and was on his behalf contesting the possession
of Yarkand against the party holding 1t for Rashuddin
of Kucha. Following Mr Shaw’s return to India in
1869, came Mirza Shadi, as envoy (the capacity in which
he had the year before proceeded to the Russian capital)
from Atalik Ghazi to the Viceroy. He returned in 1870
with Mr Forsyth's mission, of which Dr Geo. Henderson
and Mr Shaw were the other members. Dr Henderson
has given us an account of this journey, of the difficul-
ties they encountered on the road, and the disasters that
befell their baggage. Yet notwithstanding these hin-
drances he has, much to his credit, with the able aid of
his co-author Mr Hume, and other coadjutors, enhanced
the interest of his work by a valuable illustration of the
ornithology and botany of the regions the party traversed.
But he has besides—and this is what interests us here—
introduced us to Cazi Ya cub Khan, the future envoy
with whom I shall hope to make my readers better
acquainted in the following narrative as Haji Tora.
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"The return of Mr Forsyth’s party to India after a very
- brief stay at Yarkand, was followed by the arrival of
Ahrar Khan, Tora, as envoy from Atalik Ghazi to the
~ Viceroy; and the reception at Kashghar of the Russicn
embassy under Baron Kaulbars for the negotiation of a
commercial treaty. A few months after the departure
of the Russians, satisfied with the adjustment of their
business, Ahrar Khan returned to Kaslighar from his
mission to India, and immediately, in November 1872,
our friend Sayyid Ya'enb Khan—the Cazi of Dr Hen-
derson’s narrative—was despatched as the envoy of
Atalik Ghazi to the Viceroy of India and the Sultan of
Turkey. And this brings us to the despatch of the
British Embassy to Kashghar in 1873-74.

With the works of Mr Shaw and Dr Henderson already
before the public, it may be considered a presumption on
my part to obtrude with a further account of a country
already sofully described by them; but being convinced of
the importance to us of the latest and freest information
regarding the countries beyond our Indian possessions in
that direction, the more especially on account of the mag-
nitude of the Interests involved by the character of the
policy—whatever it may be—which our statesmen may
adopt towards the yet independent states of Central
Asia, I venture to hope that even the smallest item
- added to the stock of knowledge already made public
concerning the state of.society and civilisation, the his-
tory and resources—mnatural and industrial—of these
states, and especlally of the new addition to their num-
ber by the establishment of the independent Khanate of
Kashghar, may not be unacceptable; particularly since
the affairs of those distant and inaccessible regions, at
this time more than ever, claim an unusual interest as .
much amongst the Continenfal nations of Europe as
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amongst our insular publie, and our Indian subjects who
are so close to the theatre of their progress. |

With this intent therefore—eschewing the discussion
of .politics as being beyond the purpose before me, and
avoiding a repetition of what has been already told by
my predecessors on this field of travel—l venture to
offer a plain account of the journey and experiences of
the embassy to Kashghar in 1873-74, with such matters
of interest regarding the people and the country as our
opportunities enabled us to obtain.

Finally, in committing my book to the notice of the
publie, I have only to add that, it has been put together
at odd hours in the midst of a holiday after three years
of continuous hard work of a varied and onerous nature,
and under circumstances depriving me of reference to
records and authorities.

H. W. B

ALo1ERS, 28th March 1875.






KASHMIR A'f"' KASHGHAR

INTRODUCTION.

BEFORE taking the reader across the passes, a brief intro-
ductory notice of the country beyond them will in this
- place, for convenience’ sake, be advisable in order to.
avoid digression from the narrative of the journey. We
will, therefore, proceed in brief words to remind the
reader of the geﬂgmphical posttion and physical charac-
teristies of that region, and set before him a short notice
of its peoples, a,nd the principal events of their past
history.

The territory of the Khanate of Kashghar which, in
the time of the Arab conquest, was known as Kichik
Bukhara or  Little Bukhara,” and in that of the Chagh-
tay rulers as Mugholistan or ¢ Mughol-land,” has been
In modern times made familiar to European roaders
under the names of Eastern or Chinese Turkistan or
“Jurk-land.” It comprehends the basin of the Tarim
river in all its extent, and runs east and west between
the parallel ranges of the Tianshan and Kuenlun moun-
tains on the north and south respectively. Onthe west it
18 separated from the corresponding basin of the Oxus—
the Khanate of Bukhara—by the range of the Bolor moun-
tamns and Pamir steppes, which, extending north and

~south, connect the other two mountain barriers. And on
‘A



: - KASHMIR AND KASHGHAR

the east, beyond Turfan on the north and Chachan on
the south, it is limited by the Great Desert of Gobi.

Within these boundaries the country presents a vast
undulating plain of which the slope is very gradwal
towards the east, and of which the general elevation may
be reckoned at from three to four thousand feet above
the sea. The aspect of its surface 1s mostly one of unmi-
tigated waste—a vast spread of bare sdnd and glaring
salts, traversed in all directions by dunes and banks of
gravel, with the scantiest vegetation, and all but absence
of animal life. Such is the view that meets the eye and
joins the horizon everywhere on the plain immediately
beyond the river courses and the settlements planted on
their banks.

The mountain ranges bounding three sides of the
territory are amongst the loftiest in the world, and their
highest recesses are filled by glacier masses of greater or
less magnitude. These last, on the north and south, are

the feeders of the principal rivers of the country; and
1n the summer season cause their swelled streams to over-

flow the low banks of the sandy channels in which they
run. The rivers all issue from these mountain barriers
at 1ntervals on the three sides of the enclosed area, and,
following a more or less easterly course, converge towards
the mid plamn. And at different spots on its surface they
coalesce to form the Tarim river, whrch becomes lost 1n a
wide stretch of swamps and lagoons known by the name
of Lob, and described as covering an area of from three
- to four months’ journey in cirenit. Little is known of
this vast tract more than that it is the nest of a wild race
of outcast people who shun the society of their fellow-
men, and contest the shelter .of the forests and reed belts
with their more natural denizens—the wild hog, panther, -
tiger, and wolf. Beyond the lagoons is an unexplored
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waste of blindingly bright salts, untraversable to all but
the wild camel, which, in its solitudes and freedom, breeds
and lives and dies a stranger to the toils and slavery‘
of his domesticated brother.

Owing to the nature of the country, and the sterility
of its 3011 the population is massed at isolated intervals
bordermg the mountain skirts along the banks of the
several rivers where they issue upon the plain. They
thus form separate settlements or states, separated each
from the other by a greater or less expanse of blank
desert, which is composed mostly of sand and gravel,
with a varying proportion of salines.

Cut off from each other as their several settlements
thus are, they form within themselves, for the purposes
of support, govetnment, and defence, independent little
‘socleties, which are confederated within the general area
of the country into one or more leagues or factions,
according as the political interests of the several com-.
munities are influenced by the vicissitudes of the times,
and the disturbing effects of changing dynasties. Each
of these separate states or settlements has a central
fortified capital, around which spread the suburbs, and
beyond these again the rural districts and townships,
according to the facilities for irrigation and cultivation.

There are altogether thirteen such isolated settlements
within the Kashghar territory, exclusive of the highland
district of Wakhan and Sarighcul—the Sarikol of the
maps—whose Aryan population are of a different stock
and language to the Turk and Tartar of the rest of the
territory ; and they contain the whole of the settled
population of the country. Of these, Yarkand is by far
the largest and most populous settlement. It was the
seat of government under the Chinese who, fer revenue
purposes, reckoned its population at 32,000 houses, of
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which about a, fourth were allotted to the City-and_

suburbs. |
Under the present régime these settlements may be
considered as reduced to seven provineial governments,
each administered by a Dadkhwah, or © magistrate,”
who is under the direct orders of the Khan alone,
They are, in the order of their succession from the

~south round to the north dnd. east, Khutan including

Chachan, Yarkand, Kashghar with Yangi Hissar and
Maralbashi, Acsu and Uch Turfan, Kucha, Kurla, Ca-
rashahar including Lob, and Turfan or Kuhna Turfan,
“Old Turfan,” as it is called, to distinguish it from the
little agricultural settlement of the same name adjoin-
Ing Acsu.

In general appearance these settlements wear a look of

great prosperity and plenty. They are veritable oases in
a dreary and arid desert, and produce within their seve-

ral areas all the requisites for the independent support,
so far as food and clothing are concerned, of their normal

populations ; but they are incapable of sustaining the
strain of a largely increased demand.

- Cultivation is entirely dependent on the water supply.

- And this, owing to the small ealibre of the rivers, 1s limited

in extent. What there is, however, is utilised to the
best advantage, and spread over the cultivated tracts in
numerous canals and irrigation cuts, whether fed from
the rivers or from springs. . .

- The rural population is settled along the courses of
these streams in detached farmsteads, usually composed -
of a cluster of three or four tenements together, which are
surrounded by their own fields, vineyards, orchards and
plantations. These farmsteads radiate from. the city
suburbs ir all directions quite to the verge of the culti-

vated tracts, where they end on the edge of the desert;
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and in some localities they form an unbroken spread of
trees, fields, and houses that stretch for a distance of from
ten to fifteen miles along the course of the larger canals.

To the traveller® approaching from the desert, in the
spring season, the first appearance of one of these settle-
ments conveys the idea of dense population-and profuse
abundance ; but on entering within the charming area
the reality soon discloses itself to his obscrvation. He
finds that the mass of tall foliage, so attractive by reason’
of its refreshing verdure, is very largely that of unpro-
ductive trees—except of fuel, timber, and shade—such
as the willow, poplar, and elm ; whilst the other most
common trees, such'.as the mulberry, walntt, and
eleeagnus, are not so valuable a souree of food—however
useful in other respects—as the less obtrusive and more
carefully tended apple, apricot, plum, and vine. He
will find that the houscs of the people are widely and
sparsely scattered, and dot the surface at such intervals
that scarcely fifty are within the range of sight all round,
at a radius of from one to two miles. Between them,
he will note that the patches of field and garden produce
wheat, barley, maize, and rice, cottom, flax, and hemp,
as well as tobacco, melons, lucerne, and pulse, and all
the vegetables of an English kitehen garden. %

The list 18 long, but the out-turn is not 1n proportion ;
for he will learn, on inquiry, that vegetation in this
region only flourishes between April and October, and
that the produce of six months has to feed the people for
twelve, and that without the aid of external supplies.
These circumstances, coupled with the extent and nature
of the several settlements, perforce limit the population
capable of being supported in each, and reduce the
numbers very far below the figures heretofote received
as representing the inhabitants of this termtory.
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Durmg ourﬁMy In the country T made careful ; inquiry
‘on this subject, and have come to the conclusion that
the population of the territory of- Kashghar, as before
defined, including the nomade Kirghiz subjects of the
Khan, and the hill tribes of Muzta,gh and Sarighcul,
taken all together, is considerably less than a million
~and a half of souls. In fact, the whole region id as waste
and uninhabited as it looks upon the map.

1t 15 not, however, devoid of some natural productions
of great value, and contains within itself a store of
mineral treasures which might be made a source of very
considerable wealth. It was the knowledge of this fact
that induced the Chinese to cling so perseveringly to this
distant and expensive frontier provinee of their empire.
Under their rule the gold mines and jade quarries of
Khutan, the copper mines of Khalistan, and the silver and
lead mines of Cosharab, gave employment and support to
thousands of families of Chinese emigrants and Tartar
colonists. The coal of Acsu and Kuhna Turfan was, in
their time, the common fuel of every household in those
parts of the territory. The iron of Kizili furnished them
a supply for the manufacture of domestic utensils ; whilst
~ the sulphur of Kalpin and the alum, sal ammoniac, and
zine of the volcanic region north of Acsu—the Khan
Khura Tagh-—afforded the materials for the prosecution
of several industrial pursuits, and supplied the wants of
the dyers, and tanners, and other such native industries.

The animal productions of the couniry were mostly
obtained through the huntsmen of Lob, who bartered
stags’ horns, swans’ down, otter sking, and other furs,
mcluding tiger and panther skins, for corn, cottons, tea,
and cutlery. The wool of Turfan and the musk of
Khutan were exported to Kashmir, the one for the
manufacture of its peculiar shawls, the otheér for the drug
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market of India. The sheep, horses, oxen, and camels.
met the wants of home use and consumption, and were
battered by the Kirghiz for silks, cottons; tea, and
cudlery. The wild camel of the Lob desert, the tiger of
the Maralbashi forests, and the mardl, or “stag,” of the
same locality, the wild hog of the reed belts bordering
the rivers, the gazelle of the desert, and the antelope of
the mountains, the wild horse and wild sheep (ovis Poli)
of the lower hills, and the wild ydk or cutds (bos grun-
nicns) of the snowy ranges were objects of the chase to
the hunter in their several vicinities; whilst, similarly,
the pheasant, partridge, and hare, with the sand grouse
and wild duck on the plains, and the snow pheasant
and francolin on the hills, afforded sport td the fa.lwner
and sportsman in these localities.

The silk and cotton—fibre and fabric—of Khutan and
Turfan found markets in Khocand and the adjoining
ijrqvinces of China respectively ; whilst the hemp resin,
or bang, of Yarkand formed the principal item of export
in the direction of Kashmir and the Panjab. For the
rest, the carpets and felts of Khutan, the boots and furs
of Yarkand, and the saddlery and harness gear of Acsu,
were exchanged between the several states of the terri-
tory for the more special of their productions, such as
the cows and mules of Khutan, the walnuts and dried
fruits of Yarkand, the linseed of Kashghar, the tobacco
of Acsu, and sheep of Turfan, &e.

Such in main are the geographical features of the
territory, and such the principal of its productions. Its
climate is equally peculiar and varied. Its chief charac-
teristics are the extremes of temperature in midsummer
and midwinter, the general aridity of the atmosphere
and rarity of rainfall, and the periodical winds and
sand-storms that sweep its gurface. Their intensity and
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duratlon varies in different parts of the country, and
their nature is further modified by the operation of local
causes,

. Thus, the temperature, which in the western districts
- falls to 26° Fah. below zero during winter, and rises in the
sun’s rays to 150° Fah., during summer, is described as
of mofe equable and temperate character in those on the
eastern borders of the country, where,” as in Lob and
Turfan, frosts are mild and of short duration, though
the summer heats are more 0ppresswe by reason of the
steamy vapour raised by the sun’s action upon the swamp
tract which covers so wide a surface of the land in that
direction. |

The steady north-west wind, which blows down the
valley in spring, is followed in the autumn by violent
storms and whirlwinds, which reach their maximum
Intensity on the eastern half of the plain, and raise clouds
of sand that fill the air with an impenetrable obscurlty
over hundreds of square miles of the country. Rain
rarely falls on the plain, and only in thin showers during
the summer season—a fortunate circumstance for the
~ people, for a good downpour, such as we are accustomed
to 1n India, would sap their mud walls and bring the
houses down upon their devoted heads. Snow falls in
winter for a few days only, to the aggregate depth of
perhaps a foot, and only on the westernmost parts of the
plain.

The wide range of atmospheric temperaturc in the
course of succession of the seasons, combined with the
effects of the other meteorological phenomena above
referred to, are not without their special influence on
the health standard of the people ; though what the pre-
cise nature of this may be there are no sufficient data
from which to draw a just conclusion.
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During our- sojourn 1in those cities, I opened a chari-
table dispensary in Yarkand and Kashghar, and, from the
large numbers daily attending, was enabled to acquire a
tolerably correct 1dea of thg diseases most prevalent
amongst the inhabitants, as well as to form an opinion
as to the standard of their physical development and
endurance as a people. The result of my experience
tends to prove that, of the mass of disease and suffering
I saw, less was attributable to the direct influence of
climate than might have been expected ; that more was
the result of the operation of local agencies, and that
most owed ifs origin to neglect of hygiene coupled with
indulgence 1n vicious habits.

Under the first category, inflammatory affections of
the respiratory organs and- glands of the-throat were
common enough, as were rheumatic affections; but
fevers were not so. And of these typhoids and remit-
tents were more prevalent than intermittents, which
last, indeed, were remarkably unfrequent. On the
other hand, scrofula and pulmonary consumption, can-
cers and melanotic tumours, appeared with a irequency
of recurrence attractive of attention ; whilst diseases of
the eye-—its membranes and humours, and blindness—
cataract and amaurosis, were met at every turn, the result
of atmospheric and terrestrial influences combined.

These last with bronchocele, which, in every form and
variety, are of almoest universal prevalence in the city
and suburbs of Yarkand more than elsewhere, are attri-
butable to local agencies originating in the nature of
the soil, and afflict the people to a hideous degree. The
frequency of bliridness is attributable to the intense glare
from the snow-white salines that almost everywhere
encrust the light sandy soil of the country ;-whilst the
prevalence of goitre is assigned a cause in the quality of

'
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largely composed of mica, . |
Of the diseases produced by vicious habits and faulty

| -t_:he *‘ Wa,tef supply which flows over » sandy sbil ;very

pally connected with derangement of the digestive funec-
tions, and may be classed under the comprehensive term
dyspepsio—a  disease which, In itg aggravated forms,
untits the sufferer from the pursuit of his ordinary avo-
cation, and too often develops itself into hypockondriasis
and maniq. '

8tate of the people in the two principal cities of the
country, it would appear that climate is less at fault
than society, On 0ur own .party, numbering 130 men,
the effects of the climate, ‘during a residence of six
months in the western districts of the country, was only
beneficial. But then, as honoured guests, we were sur-
rounded with every comfort and convenience of pro-

tection, and the experiences of our mode of life during

the most healthy season of the year, afford no criterion o

whereby to judge those of the resident population living
under far Jess favourabje conditions. The rigorous
character and prolonged duration of the winter season
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Perate climes, and at the same time—under conditions.
that claim all the energies of the people for the produc-
tion of the means of subsistence-—hinder a free develop-
merit of the mental faculties in the paths of science or -
literature, and prevent the cultivation of the arts of
cwvilised life, such ag architecture, painting, mechanical -
skill, and so forth, in any degree beyond that of their
simplest and barbarous forms. Such 1s the conclusion
to be drawn from what we saw of the country and its
people.  We found the latter for the moss part suitably
clad and well nourished—were they not so they could
not exist in such a climate—but at the same time we |,
observed that they were singularly deficient in the
power of enduring any sustained physical exertiom, par-
ticularly in the way of marching, even the poorest doing
their journeys astride an ass. Their literature, with the
exception of a few works dating from the flourishing
epoch of the Chaghtay rule, is very meagre, and consists
mostly of theological books introduced by the priesthood
of Bukhara and Khocand. Their cities, with the excep-~
tion of two or three decayed mosques of the Arab period,
are devoid of buildings of any architectural merit, whilst
the mud-built houses composing their towns and home-
steads cannot for a moment compare with the picturesque
edifices of an Indian city ; for the substantial structure,
elegant style, and convenient design of the latter are
altogether unknown in Kashghar—alike in the palaces of
the kings or mansions of the nobles, which differ but
little, except in size and interior comfort and decoration,
from the humble flat-roofed mud-built tenements of the
general community, |
The country has no manutactures, and produces no
‘works of art of any excellence, or of such quahty that it
~ could barter with its neighbours for more requisite com-
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.modities. The silk fabrics of Khutan are far inferior to
those of Khocand, and find no demand beyond the limits
of their own territory; whilst 1ts coarse cottons and felts
are sought only for the home market of Khocand. And
similarly the boots of Yarkand and the saddles of Acsu
go abroad no further than Kirghiz camps on the borders
of the country. The wool of Turfan—the finest 1n the
world—supports no home manufacture of any excelling
merit, though in the hands of the Kashmir: 1t produces
the shawls of which the celebrity is world wide. The
highly prized jade, so greatly in demand amongst the
Chinese, was only wrought in the country by the skill of
emigrants—artist¢ from the interior of the empire. It
13 on its raw materials and natural products that the
country depéndﬂ for its external trade, and net on its
manufactures or products of skilled industry. Its gold
and silk, its musk and jade, its bang and its wool, are
all that the country can give for the tea, sugar, spices
and drugs of which it stands in need ; for the cottons
and muslins, the silks and satins, the velvets and bro-
cades of which the wealthy are the purchasers; and for
the furs, cutlery, and hardware which are required by
every household. Dut for the development of these
natural sources of wealth the country wants a secure
and just government and a far more enlightened admini-
stration than is to be hoped for from a Muhammadan
ruler such as are the ignorant despots of the petty states
of Central Asia—those sinks of barbarism, iniquity, fana-
ticism and oppression that form the crumbling barrier
between the civilised and Christian governments of
Great Britain and Russia.” The above facts, cited as
llustrative of the deficient energy of the people now
inhabiting the territory of Kashghar, are not to be con-
- stdered as mainly the result.of the climate in which they
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live, though no doubtits effects are not without a certain

influence, which, in combination with the other conditions
of their position and government, has operated to pro-
duce the state of affairs described.

It is the nature of the society and the character of the
rule which obtain amongst them, acting upon the pecu-
liar innervation of the stock from whence they are
derived, that have been the principal agents in moulding
the character of the people to the fashion in which we
find 1it.

We are taught by the records of history that the
region now occupied by the people of Kashghar was in
remote times the seat of a race whose posterity hgve
peopled far distant and wide-spreading continents, and
have risen to the foremost rank in science and eivilisation,
in industry and enterprise, in power and wealth. From
the vast plains between the Himalaya and the Altai,
and from the recesses of the mountain chain passing
diagonally between them, issued the forefathers of the
Saxon race in Europe, and their Aryan kindred in India.
But their pristine home knows them no longer, only a
few insignificant tribes (as to number) of the prime
stock now remaining in the inaccessible fastnesses of the
mountains from which they have been assigned a dis-
tinctive race designation.

It is on the slopes of the Hinduw Kush—the real Cau-
casus—that we find the pure Caucasian, the representa-
tives of the original Saka, Sui or Sacce, who were pushed'
up from the plains by kindred tribes of the Yuchi, Getoce,
Jatta, or Goth, as they themselves were pressed by vast
hordes of a foreign and barbarous stock issuing from the
extreme north.

Successive irruptions of these northern barbarians
drove the Saka and the Jatta, or the Sui and Yuchi, as



“xa . RASHMIR AND KASHGHAR.

the Chinese call them respectively, out of their primeval
“seats, and impelled them upon Europe in the one direc-
tion, and upon India in the other

In the west they have transplanted to the soil of their
adoption—as in Gothland, Jutland, England, Saxzony,
&c.—the names of their colonising trikes; and in the
south they have repeated the names of the settlements
they left behind them, as Kasi or Banaras (Kasighar-
Kashghar), Hari or Harat (Arikhand-Yarkand), Kucha
or Kuchar (Kachar-Cachar), Kurla (Koela), Katak—now
in ruins—(Cuttack). At least, so I venture to conclude
- from the similarity of names, and the historical record
of the emigration. Further, the northern highlands of
Kashghar are still known as Jatta Mughol—the names of
its former and present inhabitants combined—though in
the time of Tymur (Tamerlane) the country was called
simply Jatta, notwithstanding the fact of its inhabitants
being the Mughol ; and it is probable that the Jatta or
Jat, or Jath of the Panjab, who have been identified
with the Yuchi, originally dwelt in this lecality bearing
thelr name,

The Yuchi were dispossessed of Kashghar, and driven
into Kabul and Kashmir, by a tribe of Mughol Tartar
pressing forward from the direction of Khamil and
Turfan. Their tribal name was Uyghur, but they were
called Hiungnu or Hioungnou by the Chinése, and
made themselves known in Europe—where they are
represented by the Hungarians of the present day—as
the ‘Ouighiour, Qugre, or Hunigur, Hongre or Hun.
These Uyghur are the present inhabitants of Kashghar,
but they have lost much of the distinguishing race type
of their original stock through Caucasian innervation
introduced with the: Arab conquest; and the result of
the commixture has been, apart from the change of
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physiognomy and growth of beard an 1mprwec1 standard -
of physical development and mental capacity. :

They share the territory with the Calmac and Kirghiz,
whoeare Tartars of a strongly-marked Mughol or Mongol
type, and roam the northern and eastern borders of the
territory. The Calmac are Budhists, and the Kirghiz
nominally profess Islam, though in reality they are, as
- the Musalmans style them, mere pagans. Both the tribes
have little intercourse with the settled Muhammadan
population on the side of Kashghar, whilst on the other—
to the north of Tianshan—where they are in force, they
- are mostly Russian subjects,

The Uyghur, after expelling the Yuchi—about two
hundred years before the Christian era—established an
independent kingdom in Kashghar, and waged a succes-
sion of wars against China, which ended by their sub-
jection to that empire about 60 B.c. They subsequently,
however, recovered their independence, but were again
attacked by the Chinese who annexed the country to
the empire, and 1n 94 A.D. occupied Kashghar. From
this they crossed the mountains into the Oxus valley,
and carried their arms as far west as the shores of the
Caspian.

From this period up to the time of the Arab conquest
of the Bukhara territory, or Transoxiana, in the early
part of the eighth century, Kashghar acknowledged a
more or less vicarious allegiance to the Chinese govern-
ment. So long as the government was strong at the
capital, and order reigned in the home provinces,
Kashghar remained loyal, and a willing tributary
governed by officers appointed from the imperial palace.
In times of civil commeotion and dismemberment in the
interior of the empire, on the contrary, thig, territory
threw off its allegiance, and became divided into a
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number ,of petty states under mdependent Iocal chiefs,
"each at war with the other for mastery over the whole.
And such was the divided state of the country at the
- time that the Arabs appeared on the banks of the @xua
in the beginning of the eighth century. These im-
‘petuous conquerors here received a check in the vie-
torious career of their triumphs, and it was not till after
a succession of 'campaigns that they planted their creed
and rule on the soil of Bukhara, Yet, even in the first
of their onslaughts against this devoted territory, so
great was the zeal of their warriors, and so ambitious
the enterprise of their generals, that Cutaiba, in 72
A.D., penetrated into Khoeand, and, erossing the moun-
tains, carried a rapid expedition through the length of

tated his hasty retreat from so distant a position, and,
Kashghar enjoined a temporary reprieve. Meanwhile,
the Arabs consolidated their conquest on the west of the
+ passes, and stamping out with impartial ferocity alike
the worship of the Magi and the religion of the Chris-
tian, brought the whole country under the protection. of
Islam.

Their rin_exorabl_e law—_—t}}g Curan or the sword—was
explicit, and left no middle course. Accept the one,
and claim the richts of equality, brotherhood, and pro-
tection ; reject it, and submit to the decree of God and
- the edge of the sword were the only alternatives, The
Curan triumphed, and found so congenial a soil that its
doctrine soon struck root, and tlourished with g prosperity
which rivalled that of the faith in the eradle of jta origin,
and in after timeg, up to our own days, formed a centre
of its mogt fanatice bigotry and exclusive Jealousy.

The most important of the early converts was Saman,



- CONVERSION TO ISLAM. : 17

a Zoroastrian noble of Balkh, who embraced Islam in.
order to regain possession of the hereditary estates from
which, under the new »égime, he had been ejected.
Whatever his own convictions might have been, his
posterity were sincere followers of the prophet, for we
find the four sons of his son Asad holding posts of
honour and trust, as governors of the four most im-
portant provinces of the country—Herat, Samarcand,
Farghana and Tashkand—under the special patronage
of the Khalif.

Nasar, the son of Ahmad, and governor of Farghana
during the revolt of the Sistan princes, became ruler of
all Bukhara and Turkistan, and established the Samani
dynasty. His brother and successor, Ismail, raised the
Samani power to its highest point, and at his death; in
907 A.D., left an empire extending {rom Ispahan and
Shiraz on the west to Turfan and the Gobi on the east,
and.from Sistan and the Persian Gulf on the south to
the Capchac Steppes and (Great Desert on the north.

It was during the Samani rule that Islam was first
introduced amongst the Uyghur of Kashghar. Here,
as in the Oxus valley, it met a determined opposition,
and, notwithstanding the conversion of Satoc Bughra
Khan, the hereditary chief of Kashghar, and his zeal in
the cause of its propagation, the doctrine and law was not
enforced in the country until Khutan—the ancient strong-
hold of Budhism—was finally subjugated. This was
after a warfare of nearly twenty-five years, during which
the flower of Persian chivalry withered on an unknown
waste, and a host of Arab martyrs sanetified the soil with
their blood, and earned for themselves a lasting memorial
in the endiess calendar of Muhammadan saints.

On the decline of the Samani dynasty after a rule of

nearly a hundred and fifty years—during which the Per-
B
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sian literature suppressed by the Arabs was revived,
and the religion planted by them was established accord-
ing to the orthodox Sumni ordinance in triumph over
the Shid heresy propagated by the false prophet Muc-
cann'a—the Bughra Khan family, whose ruling chief was

" called Iylik Khan and had his capital at Kashghar,

rose to power, and the Uyghur Empire spread over the
vallies on both sides of the Bolor range—from the Caspian
to the Gobu

Iylik Khan was dispossessed of his western conquests
by the Saljuk Tatar under Sultan Sanjar; and dissen-
sions breaking out in the Bughra Khan family, the
Uyghur, divided amongst themselves, soon succumbed
to the Cara Khitay, a Mughol or Mongol horde, who
were advancing from the direction of Ila in the early
part of the twelfth century. Gorkhan or “Sovereign
Lord ”—the title of the leader of this wandering horde
of Chinese outcasts—profiting by the asylum granted
to his Budhist following on the Uyghur borders, tock
advantage of their internal dissensions to seize the
* country for himself, and very quickly extended his
conquests up to Khiva. The Cara Khitay rule, after
enduring for eighty-five years, was suddenly overthrown
by the treachery of Koshluk Khan, who plotted with
Cutubuddin' Muhammad Khwarizm Shah for the divi-
sion of the Gorkhan Empire between them.

This Koshluk was prince of the Nayman Kirghiz—a
tribe which, like some others of those wandering shep-
herds, professed Christianity as members of the Nes-
torian Church—and fled from his home in Caracoram
before the hostility of Changiz, who was pressing for-
ward his Mughols from the north-east, to seek asylum
with the~Gorkhan of kindred race and country. He

met a cordial reception from the Cara Khitay leader,
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. and received his daughter in marriage, but repaid these.
favours by the basest ingratitude ; and when the
Khwarizm king, flushed by his recent successes against
Khurasan and Bukhara, refused the tribute heretofore
paid by Khiva, and Gorkhan in his old age perscnally
took the field against him, Koshluk made a diversion in
favour of Cutubuddin Muhammad, and brought defeat.
on the army of his patron, and following the rout of his
troops, made a prisoner of his father-in-law, and usurped
the reins of government.

He did not, however, long retain his ill-gotten power,
and socn paid the penalty of his perfidy with his life. For
Changiz, who had at this time mastered the tribes on the
eastern and northern borders of Kashghar, now claimed
the submission of the Uyghur. The mnorthern division,
under Aidy Cut, at once joined his victorious standard ;
but Koshluk, ruling the southern division, mindful of
their former enmity, refused to do so. Changiz sent a
division of his Mughol under two generals to reduce the
refractory leader and annex his country. Koshluk now
deserted by the Uyghur fled precipitately to Khutan,
whilst the Mughol surprising his Nayman troops left at
Kashghar, put them all to the sword, and went in pur-
suit of the fugitive. Koshluk, on their approach, aban-
~ doned his family and treasures, and with ‘only two dr
three attendants, fled to the recesses of the mountains in
Wakhan., Here he was seized by some shepherds of the
country, who handed up his. head to propitiate the
Mughol pursuers.

And thus Kashghar, abﬂut 1220 A.D., passed into the
hands of Changiz. Its territory suffered little of those
horrors and destructions which mark to the present day
the onward progress of this renowned conqueror, for the
Uyghur now bodily joined his standard to work the
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havoc they parried from their own country by this
happy allegiance. Under the magnificence, protection,
and tnlera,tmn of the. Mughol rule, Kashghar enjoyed a
degree of prosperity she had never before known ; "and
her cities, being on the line of route of the great trade
caravans between China and Europe, soon rose to a
position of wealth and mmportance.

The Christian, too, equally with the Budhist, both of
~whom under the ascendancy of Islam had been per-
secuted and proseribed, now reappeared in the country,
and dwelt on equal terms with their former oppressors.
The Muhammadan priest, now deprived of his power of
- appeal to the sword, rapidly lost the supremacy he
had by vielence held over the minds of the people, and
Christian churches and Budhist temples'sprung up where
mosques fell to decay. That Christianity here had at
this period acquired some considerable footing, may be
concluded from the fact of Yarkand being a bishop’s see
at the time Marco Polo visited the country in the middle
of the thirteenth century.

On the death of Changiz, his vast empire was divided
between his sons, and the Kashghar territory formed
part of the kingdom assigned to Chaghtay. But on his
death, which occurred a few years later, the kingdom
fell to pieces, and Kashghar became the bone of conten-
tion between rival princes of the Chaghtay line and that
of his brother Aoktay, the Khacan of China, and passed
in whole or in part alternately from one to the other till,
finally, about the middle of the fourteenth century, 1t
was brought together as an independent kingdom under
Toghlue Tymur of Chaghtay descent, who moved his
capital from Acsu to Kashghar; and had his summer
quarters on the borders of the lake Isigh Kol on the

ok T
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north of the Tianshan, in the territory called Mugho-,
listan, or Jatta Mughol, or Ulus Jatta. |

Toghlue Tymur restored peace and order in the country,
appolnted his court after the model of the Mughol Em-
pire, and re-established Islam which, since the downfall
of the Mughol Empire, had become the dominant creed
1n these regions. Towards the close of his reign, taking
advantage of thé troubles distraeting that country, he
invaded Bukhara, and left his son Ilyas Khoja in the
government of Samarcand. But a few years later, on
the death of Toghlue Tymur i 1363 A.D., he was
driven out of the country by the Amirs Husen and Tymur
(afterwards Tamerlane), and on reaching Mugholistan
was killed by Camaruddin Doghlat, his father’s gover-
nor of the province, who then seized all Kashghar, and
killed all the children of Toghluc Tymur except an

- infant’ son—Khizr Khoja—who was carried away and

secreted 1n the hills about Sarighcul and Khutan by Amir
Khudadad, the governor of Kashghar. Amir Tymaur,
on becoming master of Bukhara, carried four successive
expeditions into Mugholistan against Camaruddin and
the Jatta. In the last of these Camaruddin was killed,
and then, in 1383 A.p., Khizr Khoja was recalled from
his exile and set on the throne at Kashghar by the
covernor—Amir Khudadad, son of Bolaji and nephew
of Camaruddin. e was unable to restrain his nomads
from their wonted raids upon the Tashkand frontier,
and consequently Tymur, in 1389 A.D., undertook his
fifth and last campaign against the country with a vast
‘army, which, advancing 1n four divisions—two on the
south and two on the north of Tianshan—swept the
whole country and reunited in the Yuldoz valley, driv-
ing half the population, together with their spoil of
captives and cattle and plunder, before them.
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_ Tymur here divided the immense booty in slaves,
cattle, and merchandise amongst his victorious troops,
and then restoring Khizr Khoja, whose allegiance he:
accepted, and whose daughter he married, to the govern-
ment, returned to his capital, leaving the country so
beggared and depopulated that 1t has never recovered
~ the shock. After Khizr Khoja the government de-
scended through a succession of Mughol Khans, his
descendants, whose reigns are characterised by an end-
less variety of disorders, strifes, and bloodshed—more or
Jess connected with the state of affairs in Bukhata, and
the Uzbak ascendancy in Khocand and northern Turk-
istan—till, after a duration of two hundred years, the
power passed into the hands of the Khojas.

These proved no better rulers than those from whom
they usurped the government, and the country knew no
peace until 1t pa,ased under the rule of the Chinese.

Khizr Khoja was succeeded in the rule of the Mughol
by his son Mubammad Khan, who was the cotemporary
of Ulugh Beg in Mawaranahar, and of Shahrukh in
Khurasan, and was the last of the Khacan or *KEm-
perors” who governed with the style and pomp of the
Chaghtay court. He was a wealthy prince and a bigoted
Musalman. During his reign the Muhammadan shm"a
was firmly estabhnhed as the law of the land, and the
country enjoyed a season of peace and prosperity.

During the succeeding reign of his son Sher Muham-
mad Khan, however, the country was plunged into dis-
order by the rebellion of Wais Khan, the son of his
brother Sher ’Ali Oghlan who, collecting a lawless band
of Kirghiz and Cazzac, raided the country in all direc-
tions and carried his incursions across the border into the
territories- of Tashkand and Khocand. In the midst of
these disorders Sher Muhammad Khan died, and was
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gucceeded on the throne by his nephew, the rebellious
Wais Khan. He was now powerlese to restrain the
unruly bands of adventurers he had gathered together
abeut him, and his own inclinations drawing him to the
excitements of .the camp, he abandoned the cares of the
government to prosecute a succession of fruitless cam-
paigns for the conversion of the Calmac.

Amir Khudadad, the hereditary governor of Kashghar
—who had rescued the infant Khizr Khoja from the
clutches of his uncle Camaruddin and thus preserved
the family from extinction, and who for three quarters
of a century had served the Mughol Khans with loyal
devotion, and endeared himself to the people by his pro-
bity and just government—now in his old age, hopeless
of restoring order in the country, determined to abandon
it. He invited Uluech Beg to Chui, and there making
over the Mughol to him, left the country to close his
eventful life in the hallowed and peaceful precincts of
the Prophet’s shrine. |

The Mughol, averse to so summary a transfer, dis-
- persed to their steppes, and Ulugh sent an army to reduce
them, Walis was killed in action on the banks of the
Chui, and Kashghar was occupied by the troops irom
Samarcand. The succession was now contested between
his two youthful sons, Yunus and Eshanbogha. The
partizans of the former took him to Ulugh with the ob-
ject of securing his support, but he sent the wild young .
Mughol out of the way to his father Shahrukh at Herat ;
and he put him in charge of the celebrated Maulana
Sharifuddin "Ali Yazdi to be educated and polished.

Meanwhile Eshanbogha, who was a mere puppet in the
hands of the Mughol chiefs, themselves divided by jea-
lousyand discord, was finally set on the throne.at Acsu by
Mir Sayyid 'Ali, who had recovered his hereditary govern-
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- ment of Kashghar from the nominees of Ulugh, after
“an estrangement of fourteen years. He was obliged,

‘however, to abandon Acsu for the more secure retreat of
his steppes, and here varied the monotony of his life by
a succession of raids on Syram and Tashkand, and an
invasion of Khocand or Andijan. These hostilities 1n-
duced Abu Sa’id, the successor of Ulugh Beg, to summon
Yunus from his retreat in Shiraz, and-to restore him to
the government of the Mughol. His polished education
in Persia, however, quite unfitted him to cope with the
rough barbarity of his nomads, from whom he had be-
come estranged by an absence of twenty-four years, and
his first cssay to recover the rule proved a disastrous
failure, With the aid of his patron, however, and
matrimonial alliances with his successor at Bukhara, and
with the ruler of Khocand, he ultimately succeeded in
establishing an insecure government at Tashkand, and a
doubtful authority over Kashghar which had become
divided between Eshanbogha in the east and Mir Sayyid
'All in the west, and their children respectively. On the
death of Yunus the Uzbak power, which had been rapidly
progressing under Shaiban Khan during his reign,
acquired a complete mastery all over the states of
Bukhara and Khocand. Tashkand soon fell to them,
and Mahmad, the son and successor of Yunus, was
driven back upon his steppes ; but unable to control the
discords and contentions amongst the Mughol, he left
their camps and repaired for asylum to Tashkand, and
was there, with all his family, executed by the Uzbak
chief. His brother Ahmad Khan, surnamed Alaja “ the
slayer,” during the life of Yunus, had retired to rule over
his steppes, and, after subduing his enemies amongst
the nomads with aseverity and recklessness of life which
gained him the name by which he is known in history,
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contested the possession of Ka,shghar against Ababakar ‘
~agrandson of Mir Sayyid 'Ali, who had seized the western
half of the territory, and fixed his capital at Yarkand.
He ta,ptured the cities of Kashghar and Yangi Hissar,
and laid siege to Yarkand, but was ultimately drwen back
to his steppes by Ababakar.

It was on his return from this campaign that, hear-
ing of the fate of Mahmid, he went to avenge his death.
He was, however, repulsed with loss, and retiring to Acsu
died there in the winter following. His numerous sons
now contested the rule of the Mughol amongst themselves
and Ababakar. After several years of civil war, Mansur
secured the eastern government up to Acsu, whilst his
brother Sultan Sa’id who, after a vartety of adventures,
had found refuge at Kabul, returned thence as a parti-
zan of Babur, and seized the western half of the terri-
tory from Ababakar ; and thus the two brothers enjoyed

a diyided government over the states of Kashghar.,

~ Sultan S2’ld was the last of the Mughol Khans who
exercised any real authority in the country. He sub-
dued the nomad camps on the northern borders, and
secured the conquests made by Ababakar in the direction
of Badakhshan and Kashmir. In 1531-2 aA.p. he in-
vaded Tibat with an army of 5000 men, but becoming
very ill in the passage of the mountains, and finding the
country incapable of supporting his troops during the
winter, he seized upon Balti with a thousand men, and
sent the rest under his son Iskandar to winter in
Kashmir.

In the following summer he was rejoined by these
troops, and sending them forward to the conquest of
Lhassa, or Aorsang, himself set out to return to his capital.
He died in the passage of the mountains, not far from the -
Caracoram pass, from the effects of the rarified atmos-
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" phere. His eldest son, Rashid, now set out from his
“government at Acsu and seized the capital. He executed
and banished all his father’s faithful servants, and dis-
- persed his family, and allied with the Uszbaks. Orf the
death of Mansur, he brought all the country up to
Turfan under one united government, but on his death, -
owling to dissensions amongst his sons, the several states
fell asunder under different members-of the family, all
more or less at feud with each other.

‘In this state of disorder and weakness Khoja Hida-
yatulla, surnamed Hazrat Afac, the head of a family of
priests, descendants of the celebrated Makhddmi ul'azim
of Bukhara, who had only in recent years acquired a
posttion at Kashghar, usurped the government amidst a
perfect maze of intrigues, plots, and contentions. Being
ousted by a combination of his opponents, the Khoja—
about the middle of the seventeenth century—-called to
his aid the Calmac ruler of Ila or Zunghar; but he
seized the country for himself, merely reinstating the
Khoja for the purpose of administering the government
under officers appointed by himself.

This, however, did not restore peace to the country,
and on the death of Afac a fresh war broke out amongst
the Khojas, his sons and suecessors, for the mastery ; and
it continued, under varying phases, for more than a cen-
tury, when the anarchy in Zunghar led to the occupation
of Ila by the Chinese, and their subsequent conguest of
Kashghar—as successors of the Calmac possessors—
about 1760 A.D.

The Chinese, on taking possession of the country, in
no way interfered with the internal administration of
the government, which was carried on as heretofore by
Musalman agents, supervised by Chinese officers who
were all under the control of a provincial governor ap-
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pomted from Pekm but they planted a strong garrison
jn the capital of each of the states, and held other
strategic points and frontier posts for the defence of the
country, maintenance of order, protection of trade, and
the realisation of the revenue. ﬂ

The advance of the Chinese so far to the west alarmed
all the petty states of Central Asia, and the priesthood,
- stimulatéd by the appeals of the expatriated Khojas,
who had found an asylum in Khocand, called upon the
princes and people to unite under the green banner of
Islam to repel the infidel foe. But then, as now, the
anarchy, rivalries, and jealousies dividing the several
independent governments of that seat of Muhammadan
bigotry and ignorance prevented any coalition or unity
of action, though the self-made monarch of the newly
raised Afghan kingdom, in the arrogance of his sudden
rise to power, sent a force to protect the frontier at
Tashkand, whilst his envoys went to Pekin with a
" haughty demand for the restoration of Kash{rhar to its
. Musalman rulers.
His embassy met with no further mishap than a sum-
- mary dismissal, and Ahmad Shah was content to avenge
himself by overruning Badakhshan and leaving Islam in
Kashghar to take care of itself, whilst he more profitably
employed his arms in the Panjab. The dispossessed
Khojas, however, never ceased to agitate their claims,
and seized every promising opportunity to invade the
country and attempt the recovery of their patrimonial
rights.

In these endeavours they were encouraged to per-
severe, by the facilities afforded for intrigue through
the intimate relations permitted to subsist under the

Chinese rule between the western states of -Kashghar
ﬂ'l"'l.,r; "‘1\:‘1 Tz.lin“n"*n Y A P R, | b T Y L N T .
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_privileges granted by the Pekin Government in favour
of the Khan of Khocand, whose territory, paripassu
with the establishment of the Chinese rule in Kashghar,
had grown into an independent principality. *

No less than four times during the present century
did the Khojas invade Kashghar from Khocand and
raise the three western states of Khutan, Yarkand, and
Kashghar in revolt against the Chinése authority. In -
each Instance were they welcomed with acclamations of
joy as deliverers from the infidel yoke, and in each in-
stance, aftel only a few brief weeks of authority, were
they loathed as shameless libertines, and execrated as
merciless tyrants. In each instance they fled before the
Chinese reinforcements without a party to stand by them
in the hour of need, or to follow them in their turn of
misfortune. And in each instance was the restoration of
the infidel rule, despite its accompanying reprisals, exe-
cutions, and tortures, hailed with satisfaction as the
lesser of the two evils; for in its train came protection,
law, trade, and prosperity, neither one or other of which .
was known under the riot and plunder of the Klioja
bands of needy adventurers,

Yet notwithstanding these experiences, so strong is
the inherent fanaticism of Islamite bigotry, however lax
- may be the ohservance of its ordinances, that there is
little doubt had another invasion under the former con-
ditions occurred, 1t would have run a similar course to
its predecessors. And this opinion is supported by the
facts of the successful career of the present ruler of the
territory—a career prosecuted under circumstances so
different from those attending previous invasions from
the same principality of Khocand.

The last revolt in Kashghar, inaugurated from the side
of Khocand, was that under Khoja Wali Khan in 1857.
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At this time a new power had established itself upon the .
borders, and with the appearance of the Russians on the
Jaxartes and on the shores of Isigh Kol, the influence of
the Khan of Khocand on the one side, and of the Chinese
in Kashghar on the other, relatively and substantively
underwent a change more or less in subscrvience to the
ambition of their more powerful neighbour; and both
alike, though fromi the action of different causes, before
long became distracted by anarchy and revolt, much to
the advantage of their mutual enemy hovering upon
their borders. |

During the intestine feuds and disorders at this period
convulsing the principality of Khocand, the Russians,
through the exigency of the position in which they found
themsclves, were forced to advance and annex the most
important part of the territory. Following this, the re-
volt in Kashghar, surging on from the Chinese provinces
to the East, necessitated their interference and assuIm p-
tion of authority over Zunghar ; and this at a moment
far from convenient to themselves, with the progress of
the annexation of the country down to Samarcand still
upon their hands,

It was whilst the Russians were thus occupied that
Khoja Buzurg Khan, doubtless much to their satisfac-
tlon, quitted the trenches of Tashkand with the permis-
sion of Alim Culi, and with his small band of adventurers
under Baturbashi Yacub Beg set out from Khocand to
Tecover the rule of his ancestors over the divided states -
of Kashghar, now completely severed from their connec-
tion with the Chinese Empire by the insurrection of the
Tungani.

It 1s not necessary here to trace in detail the brief and
inglorious career of the Khoja, nor that of -his more
successful general, Yacub Beg, in the conquest of Kash-
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_ghar, Suffice it for our purpose to say that the latter,
after deposing his master, was indebted for his success to
the aid of the Andijan or Khocand emigrants and mer-
chants he found_in the country, as well as, like all
Muhammadan usurpers under similar conditions of
education and circumstances, to the free use of the irre-
sponsible despot’s privileges, exercised solely for the
advancement of his pérsonal interest.

Consequently, we find that the history of the six
years during which he gradually brought into his sole
and undisputed possession the six principal states of the
territory—Turfan, Kucha, Acsu, Kashghar, Yarkand,
and Khutan, each of which has a melancholy record of
its own wrongs and sufferings—is a fearful picture of the
'miseries and ruin worked upon the country in the pro-
cess of reconverting it into a Muhammadan government
on the model of the intolerant and fanatic courts of the,
let us hope, happily doomed Bukhara and Khocand.

The events of this period, as we were in a measure
enabled to ascertain during our stay in the country,
differed little in point of reality from the accounts which,
from time to time, floated about the frontier bazars of
the Panjab, and now and again received a fresh interest
from the exciting details brought down by the traders
returning from the north, though, strange to say, they at
the time hardly attracted the notice of the Indian press
in any degree commensurate with their importance.

Yet, during this eventful time were enacted in the
states of Kashghar a succession of mean intrigues and
base treacheries, a role of wholesale assassinations and
summary lmprisonments, and a course of confiscations,
executions, and tortures, the detail of which is horrify-
ing, though by itself incomplete without the addition of
the tyranny of Islam—its merciless massacres and
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forcible conversions, its intolerance of the unbeliever .
and destruction of every trace of his religion, its lawful
plunder of his property and its equally legal enslave-
ment of his person and his famﬂy

lhrough an ordeal, such as is portrayed above, did
the states of Kashghar pass before Yacub Beg, as Atalik
Ghazi or “Champion of the Faith,” established his autho-
rity over the country, and revived its decayed Islam
on the model of the orthodox Sunni doctrine by the
strict enforcement of the Shara’ and the restoration of
Muhammadan relics all over the country.

In this course the ruling families of the newly estab-
lished principalities of Khutan and Acsu cum Kucha
were cleared away root and branch. The aged chief of
Orumechi, who, on the destruction of the Acsu family,
temporarily became prince of Turfan as an integral por-
- tion of his dominion, passed away during the storm
which, presently following its capture by Yacub Beg,
sWept over his capital, and left his populous and flourish-
ing territory a depopulated and beggared waste ; whilst

‘of the Tungani leaders and governors in these eastern
towns not one survived the transfer of the rule.
 With the establishment of the new régime, however,
and the disappearance of all supposed to be in any way.
~capable of obstructing its endurance, the country has
become consolidated under a single ruler whose aim is
to assimilate the whole to one uniform standard under
the banner of Islam.  With the conflicting element of
the Budhist Calmac who preponderate, or d1d S0, on the
borders of the Kastern States as pagan tributaries paying
the jauya, and the large number of enslaved captives
of war, and forced converts—hboth Chinese and Calmac—
mixed up with the Muhammadan population generally
throughout the country, the task is of itself one of no
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small difficulty, without considering the nature of the
material on which the ruler has to rely for the mainten-
ance of his authority in the country of his conquest.
Let us hope, in the interests of philanthropy and civi-
lisation, that the conquering chief—mnow that he has the
field clear to himself—may prove himself worthy of the
charge he has assumed ; and that the intercourse he has
for other purposes initiated with the governments of
Europe most powerful in Asia, may in due time be the
means of mfroducing an enlightened, just, and tolerant
government into a region where their fruits promise a
- more abundant harvest than in any other part of the
Central Asian area.

With this necessarily very brief and summary review
of the country and its people, we may now proceed with

the narrative of the journey of the Embassy to Kashghar
in 1873-4. - '



CHAPTER 1.

Iy the first days of the year 1873 there arrived in
Kashmir, after a hazardous passage of the mountains, a ,H
party of eight or ten Andijan or Khocand horsemen _‘
headed by one who, in the summer of 1870, had made
the journey northward from Srinaggar in company with
Mr Forsyth’s Mission to Yarkand in that year. Their
appearance at so late a period of the season was unex-
" pected, but, the nature of their errand being explained,
' they were welcomed and expedited on their way by the
- officials of the Maharaja.
- Sayyid Yacub Khan, Zorah, the Envoy of Atalik
. Ghazi to the Viceroy of India and the Sultan of Turkey,
-1n the first instance repaired to the camp of the Lieu-
- tenant Governor of the Panjab, which was at that time
. pitched at Hasanabdal during the manceuvres of-an’
army of exercise assembled in that locality, and present-
~Ing himself before Sir Henry Davies made known the
spurpose of his visit. M
After a brief rest there, during which he enjoyed a
- hearty hospitality and witnessed a military spectacle
such as, in point of magnificence and splendour, and, T
may add efficiency, is not to be seen out of India, he
proceeded to Calcutta ; and having satistactorily adjusted
-his husiness with the Government of India there, he set
out on his mission to Constantinople.
~ In the interval of his absence was organised the
Embassy to Kashghar for the purpose of concluding

¢

¥
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*_treaty of commerce  with that state, a treaty for
“which Atalik Ghazi, through his envoy, had expréssed
his earnest desire as a means of improving the friendly
relations which had recently sprung up between the two
governments.

Mr T. D. Forsyth, C.B. (now Sir Douglas Forsyth,
K.C.S.1.), whose identification from the first with the
measures exerted for the development of our trade with
Yarkand at once pointed him out as above all others the
most fitted, by his intimate knowledge of the country
and people, for the conduct of such an enterprise, was
selected for this important duty, and appointed on the
part of the Viceroy of India his Envoy and Plenipoten-
tiary for the purpose stated.

With him was assoclated an efficient staff of scientific
and military officers to profit by the occasion thus offered
of increasing our meagre information regarding those
most interesting and almost unknown countries which
lie immediately to the north of the Himalaya, and which
it was hoped the embassy would visit before returning
to India; for the programme of its march included a visit
to Khutan and Acsu,and a journey through Badakhshan
and Balkh to Kabul. -

The enterprise attracted no small amount of attention
at the time, and awakened an interest hardly less sus-
tained in England than in India itself; whlst, with less
of publicity, it claimed the more close scrutiny of other
countries more directly affected by the scope of its
operations. |

The press in India was full of the movement, and
viewed the subject under various aspects of its bearmg
And even before the departure of the embassy discussed
its objects—whether commereial, scientific, or political—
with as little of discretion as of propriety, and questioned
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-~ the individ_ﬁal'merits of its several members with more
of candour than of compliment. The dangers that were
ahead of us, the troubles that would beset our course’ and
the Iorrible fate that was to cut short the triumph of
our labours were vividly portrayed by a very well in-’
formed writer in the Proneer, and reached wus in time
only to add a zest to the spirit of the enterprise.

With due deference to the general accuracy of the
writer above referred to, I may here note, in reference to

- bis moral warnings and doleful torebodings, that if, in

the following pages, I am silent in regard to those dan-

gerols ordeals prognosticated by him, the reader may
certainly conclude that we benedicts had no cagse to
fear the prophesied assaults against the sanctity of our
hymeneal vows, whilst as to the bachelors of our party’

—they can speak for themsclves. Of the perils foretold

. ky him from the capricious temper and wuncontrolled

violence of Atalik Ghazi we fortunately had no ex-

perience—not a single member of our party lost his head
to satisfy the whim of a despot’s wrath, neither did any
one of us find lodging in a Russian prison !

What our real experiences were the narrative will in
due course unfold. Meanwhile let us return to the
arrangements for our journey,

Much preparation and careful attention to detajls were
necessary for the proper equipment of the party on a scale
commensurate with the requirements of the expedition,
and in a style befitting the importance of the occasion,

To be independent in our movements, and have the
means of transport under our own control, it was de- -
cided to purchase a baggage train of a hundred mules.
for the gxpress use of the embassy. The gear of these
. a8 well as the mule trunks were all made in the govern-
ment manufactory at Kanbpur, or more familiarly
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~ Cawnpore, and were turned out in the best style of

“workmanship and of the most improved pattern. The
packsaddles ﬁzre of the New Zealand pattern, and
adapted to riding or loading according to necessity,
and the mule trunks were of sheet leather, sewn with
copper wire, and looked very much more serviceable than
they proved under the test of experience.

* The tents were made to order at the manufactory of
the Lahore Central Jail, on a pattern devised by Mr
Forsyth, and, despite the many poles (three upright
~poles of two pieces each, and two folding ridge poles),
and sockets and ropes, proved roomy and comfortable,
and an efficient protection against the weather. They
were something in the style of the ¢ Swiss cottage”
tent, with a double roof ; the outer one projecting all
round to form a spacious verandah in front, to cover a
closed boot on each side and a bath-room behind. They
stood us in’ excellent stead on the journey, and . were
brought back in better condition than any other portion
of the camp equipage.

These preliminaries amongst other camp requisites
settled, the establishment of tent pitchers, mule drivers,
&c., engaged, the mess stores and servants provided, the
military escort appointed, and—the last though by no
means the least in point of importance or latest in the
order of adjustment—the arrangements with the Maha-
raja of Kashmir for the laying out of provisions and
stores at the several camp stages across the uninhabited
highlands of Tibat by both the Caracoram and Chang-
chanmo routes, as well as for carriage and supplies on the
route through Kashmir completed, the camp was ordered
to assemble at Rawal Pindi on the 1st July, and on that
date Lieut.-Colonel T. E. Gordon (now C.S.1.) arrived
there and took command of the whole. |
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From Rawal Pindi the party marched in-two-divisions --
to Murree, and camped there on the Flats, where, since
somie (days previously, the Kashmir officials, agreeably
to requisition, had collected a string of eighty or ninety
niding and baggage ponies for the use of the embassy.
Here I joined the embassy, made the acquaintance of
1ts members, and learned the arrangements for the order
of our journey. Each of us was provided with a tent,
table, and chair, and three pairs of mule trunks (to which
extent our personal luggage was limited), all of uniform
pattern,’and brand new. Iach of us was restricted to
‘two personal servants and two riding horses with their
grooms, whilst all in common shared the benefits pro-
wided by the mess establishment. The whole of the
carriage, the pitching and striking of the tents, and, in
fact, the entire camp arrangements were organised with
- military precision ; and from first to last, as our subse-
quent very grateful experience testified, were most
admirably conducted under the able supervision of
Captain B. F. Chapman, R.H.A., of the Quarter-Master
General’s Department, to whom this arduous duty was
committed. o

On the 15th July, after a couple of days’ halt at
Murree, the advance party marched en route for Srin.
aggar, under command of Captain J. Biddulph, 19th
Hussars, A.D.C. to the Viceroy. His party consisted of
- Captain H. Trotter, R.E., and his native surveyor Abdus-
Subhan and assistants ; Dr Ferdiriand Stoliczka, Ph.D.,
of the Geological Survey of India, and his.native taxi-
dermist ; Rasaidar Afzal Khan, 11th B.C.., A.D.C. to Mr
Forsyth ; Hospital Assistant Asmat Ali and the escort of
Infantry, Corps of Guides—ten men with a non-com-
-missioned officer—in charge of the toshakhana or pre-
sents”—with camp servants,
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Four days later, the head-quarters’ camp with Colonel
T, E. Gordon, of the Adjutant General’s Department, in
command, followed on the same route. His, party
comprised Captain Chapman and myself ; Corpora,l A,
Rhind, '92d Highlanders, Camp Sergcant ; Munshi
Fyz Bakhsh, Persian Secretary to Mr Forsyth ; Tara
Sing, Treasurer and Accountant; the Mess Fistablish-
ment ; Hospital Dispenser; Jamadar Siffat Khan with
ten troopers Cavalry Corps of Guides, and camp servants,
and stores, and the reception tents and establishment of
the Envoy and Plenipotentiary.

Such was the composition of the head-quarters’ camp
of the Kashghar Embassy as it sct out from Murree on
the morning of the 19th July 1873. The rainy season
had already set in, and we were prepared to encounter
some storms and showers on the few marches that would
carry us beyond the limits of the monsoon ; but we did
hope to make our start in one of those breaks in’ the
heavy charged mass of clouds which so frequently occur
on the hills to mitigate the oppressive gloom of the
season, and enliven into activity for a %hort interval the
suppressed energies of their animal life, to exhibit in tull
orandeur the magnificence of their forests and glorious
panorama of mountain scencry, and to call forth from all
sides a chorus of praise and joy from bird and beast and
man.

No such enjoyable respite was our lot. On the con-
trary, our party started on the march before us in a
down-pour.of rain such as I have rarely witnessed, and
which did a good deal to wash off the bright palish of
our new camp equipage, and test the mettle of our men
‘and cattle. Some little delay occurred in loading and
Btartmg the 105 mules and ponies, and the three or four
score coolies which composed our caravan of transport,
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byt a little temper and patience soon saw all fairly off
the ground, and in as good order and more cheerful

8pirifs than were to be expected under the circumstances.
Fortunately the march to Dewal was a short one, and 2

‘halt there the next day enabled us to dry our tents and

the contents of our boxes. On the 21st we marched ten
miles down to Kohala, and there halted the next day.
We found a grateful shelter from the stifing heat in
this deep and narrow passage of the Jhelam in the dak-
bungalow, whilst our camp filled the compound, and
spread. along the river bank above its causeway, which
we found obstructed in some places by landslips from

the slope above,

On the 23rd we resumed our march, and, crossing the *
swilt-surging torrent of the river by a neat little chain
suspension bridge a little way beyond the bungalow
and its bazar, entered Kashmir territory. From the

bridge—where, previous to its construction in 1870,

the passage was cffected by ferry boat, with at all times
more or less of hazard, and too often of loss—there are
two routes to the Happy Valley, as the basin of Kashmir -
15 appropriately designated, and both unite at Chikar,
where the rise out of the low valley of the Jhelam com-
mences. The shortest, but the most difficult, is that

directly over the Danna hill ; the other winds round it to

the northward through the valley of the Jhelam.

We followed the latter, and, by the successive stages
of Chattar, Rara, Thandali, Hattyan, and Chikar, arrived
at Chakoti, where we halted a day, and breathed agaln
fregly the cool mountain air, which after the simmering
heats and worrying mosquitos of the lower hollows was
most refreshing to men and cattle alike. &

The heat in these little hollows-—full as they are with
terraced rice cultivation, and shut in on all sides by lofty
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mountains—is at this season insupportable, and severely
‘tried our cattle and followers. I felt if much more
exhausting than anything I have experienced at the
same time of year in the open plains of India—in the
Panjab at least. There the heat is high enough, but
the air is light-and moving, and there is ample breath-
ing room. Here, on the contrary, the sun’s rays shine
through a stratum of dense vapour, which floats about
the mountain tops, and loads the limited atn;ospheré n
the deep shut-in hollows between them with a heavy,
stagnant, steamy air which bears one down by the very
nght of 1ts oppression,

The route, however, is a well frequented one, and is
doubtless familiar to many a Kashmir tourist. I need
not, therefore, tarry over its description more than to
note that at each stage-—which is usually fixed on a
‘small flat of some talus as it shelves down to the
channel of the river—is a rest house of primitive con-
struction, but none the less of welcome shelter. These
bungalows have bee¢n built by the Kashmir government
for the convenicnce of travellers and tourists, and their
accommodation is free; but attendance and supplies are
not provided, though the latter are usually obtainable in

- the viemnity,

On this occaston of our journey, however, we at each
stage found an abundant supply of all sorts of protisions
for ourselves and followers, with cattle, coolies, and all
sorts of camp forage which the Kashmir officials had
collected for the use of the embassy. But this super-
abundance and assiduous attention was qulte exceptional,
and only called forth by the special occasion.

. On our march along this portion of the route—which
18, compared with the hills on the British side of the
river, very sparsely peopled—we witnessed the different
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modes by which the natives are in the habit of crossing |
- the river. | .
- Owing to its rapids, and the huge boulders obstruct- -
ing its channel, the stream is neither fordable nor pass-
able by boat, and the means adopted for crossing it
depend on the nature of the locality selected for the
paseage. Thus the Nynsukh, just above its junction
with the Jhelam (or, as it is here called, the Bedasta) at
Rara, is crossed by a rope bridge of the kind called ndra.
It is a single cord stretched across from bank to bank,
and secured on either side to some projecting rock or
firmly set tree. The banks here overhang the river in
high vertical precipices, and appeared to me at least 150
feet apart. The cord is furnished with a loop cradie
which is slung on to it by a forked piece of wood.. This
last forms the upper part of the cradle which, when once
adjusted, is lrremovable from the cord, though it slides
freely backwards and forwards on it by shaking the cord.
From our camp, on the opposite side of the Jhelam, I
watched this very frail-looking arrangement with much
interest, in the hope of seeing it used, for on the steep
slopes of either bank I could detect no path leading to
or from it ; but after a while, not finding my curiosity so
speedily gratified, I stationed my servant outside the
tent with directions to warn me so soon as he saw any- |
body approach the spot 1 indicated. Presently he
- reported a man coming down the hill side. His colour
was 50 much that of the ground that I did not readily
distinguish his form until a pair of lank legs caught my
eye overtopping a projecting rock, and picking a way
along what mow appeared as a mere goat track. I fol-
lowed the course of their owner over the short inter-
vening space to the bridge, and as he approached found
I had been watching~a nearly naked mountaineer as
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. thin and poor as the coolies in our camp, his brethren—
and our own too in the light of our common Aryan
descent. He had a small bundle tied on his back. It
looked like a kid-gskin of flour on which was placed a
folded blanket—signs which betokened that our friend
was bound on a journey, for amongst these people of few
wants, and not more intellect, the wallet of parched
barley meal and the coverlet of coarse wool are .the
humble representatives of those varied luxuries and .
multifarious requisites that constitute the travelling ac-
companiments of civilised man. |

Arrived at the bridge our interesting subject hitched
up his bundle by a jerk of the tattered scarf that held it,
and tightening the ends over one shoulder and under the
other arm secured the knot across the chest. He then
. cast a hasty and timid glance all round, and, without
any direct examination of the thread on which he was
about to trust his life, cautiously stepped down te the
edge of the rock, pulled the cradle to him, seated him-
self in the loop, the sides of 1its single cord passing
between his flank and arm on each side, and pushing off
from the bank shot at once half way across. And now
commenced the exciting part of the passage. .

In the outset the cradle with its freight slid down
the slope of the cord with rapidity and ease, but mid-
way was brought to a stand in the sag produced by its
weight, and our venturesome traveller was seen sus-
- pended in mid-air over a rushing, roaring, and foaming
torrent below. He rested a moment to allow the vibra-
tion of the cord to cease, and then commenced to finish
the transit. This he did by seizing the cord with both
hands and propelling himself forward by a sudden jerk
of the leds, grabbing 1t a foot or two in advance; and

80 on by a repetition of this process he worked his way
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up the slope to the other bank. At each move forward
he held firm hold for 2 moment or two to time the jerk
with the vibration of the cord and ease the wooden sling
working upon it by that act of propulsion.

The process must be quite as laborious and hazardous -
as 1t appeared to my unaccustomed eye, though the
people about assured me it was very simple and safe,
and that accidents rarely happened though the bridge
wasn constant use., The cord, I was informed, is nothing
but a close, thick, and strong twist of a long climbing
plant mixed with the straight twigs of a species of indigo-
fera, both of which grow in plenty on the slopes of all
these hills ; but the cradle and shore fastenings are of
raw hide i addition. These bridges are only used
where the banks are very steep and the stretch across
not very wide. ‘T'hey require repair every year, but are
yery strong and capable of crossing horses and sheep,
which are for the purpose slung in the cradle as usual,
and let gently down one slope by paying out a rope
attached to it, and hauled up the other by a similar
arrangement.

On the following day at Thandali, the next stage
beyond Rara, we saw the river crossed in guite a diffe-
rent manner, and the only one the locality admitted of.
Here the ground forms a low flat semicircular reach but
hittle raised above the channel of the river, whilst the .
opposite bank shelves precipitously to the water’s edge ;
thus affording no points of holdfast for the ndra or
““cord bridge,” nor presenting suitable spots for the piers
of the jhdla or “swing bridge "which we saw further on.

Heavy rain fell during our night’s stay at Rara, and
amongst other accidents brought my tént down upon me-
by the snapping short at the joint of two o6f the three
poles that supported'it so inefficiently. I was fast asleep
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at the time, but the tremendous weight that overpressed
me—wotse than any nightmare—soon roused me to a
sense of impending suffocation. By an instinctive effort
my arms raised up the load of weighted canvass enough
to allow of my slipping out of bed, but only to find my
feet pressing a sodden carpet, spongy as a bog, on the
water-logged turf beneath it. Crouching under the
prop of my boxes I extricated myself from the ruins in
miserable plight, and passed two of the longest hours of
my life, colled up in some damp and musty horse clothing
on the top of a mule trunk in one corner of the veran-
dah till daylight dispersed the darkness and revealed
the only sound pole already arrived at an angle of forty-
five In its desertion of the perpendicular, My erstwhile
vainly repcated summons—unheard in the pattering of
the rain and the roaring of the Jhelam whose clamour,
'1n the hush of night, reigned supreme and sole, with an
intensity magnified by the absence of that hum- of
activity which enlivens the day with the varied sounds
of animal life—now brought my servants*to my aid. A
few minutes sufficed to set matters right, and then, in a
more comfortable mood of body and mind, looking
around the scene of my troubles I congratulated myself
on the better judgment that resisted the promptings of
the moment t& essay the shelter of the dik-bungalow
hard by. The house, I knew, was already fully occupied
by the tourist families we found in it on arrival, but its
verandah would have afforded a dry corner could it be
reached. - This was just the difficulty I felt in the dark-
ness, and its nature was now apparent, for the space
between us, though hardly more than a hundred yards,
- At as much, was covered with a variety of harmful
obstructions. The faggoots of firewood, bundles of hay,
sacks of barley, and piles of mule gear, with coiled-up
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‘knots of benumbed coolics and shivering ponies which
the Kashmir officials had collected here for our use,
blocked the way everywhere in the picturesque disorder
characteristic of the ways of native camp life,

This heavy rain somewhat delayed our departure, and
it was ten o’clock before our camp got away from Rara.
The mid-day heat and the heavy stifling atmosphere of
Thandali proved very trying to our cattle and men, and
justify the numbering of this march amongst the list of
those the most memorable for hardship on our long
journey. |

At Thandali we found the river in full flood, its bois-
terous current rushing away with quantities of drift, and
presenting an appearance far from Inviting a swim across
its stream. Yet it was here we saw it crossed on the
shindz, which I was about to deseribe just now when I
digressed to the record of the above personal incident
a$ illustrative of the mishaps of camp life.

The shindgz, which is commonly used on the Indus, and
other rivers of the Panjab, is merely an inflated hide
either of the ox or goat. Those we saw here were of the
latter animal, and were formed of two separate sking
lashed together. Kach was separately inflated by blow-
Ing through a wooden vent fixed in one of the fore-legs
of the hide, and closed by a plug of the same material.
The little float thus formed was then held on the edge of
the stream till the rider, striding across it, passed each
~ leg through a loop of strapping hanging like a stirrup -
leather on each side, and, holding each vent plug in
etther hand, lay his chest upon the hides, and plunged .
out into the foaming torrent, paddling with arms and
legs as in the act of swimming. Much dexterity and
skill are required in the proper management of these
wonderful little floats to prevent a sudden capsize. We
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saw E%ﬁerd men out on the shind? in quest of the drift
Borne down by the flood, and to judge from the ease and
confidence with which each guided his awkward httle
craft, they must be practically familiar with its use in
this place. The courage with which they buffetted the .

‘breakers, and the dexterity with whiéh they avoided the

whirl of the rapids, were no less astonishing than the
skill with which they secured a passing waif, and the
firmness with which they rode as their buoyant supports

" were borne bounding over the wave tops.

o

On this occasion we saw the river crossed under excep-
tionally dificult conditions. In the ordinary state of the
current the passage 1s a simpler matter, and admits of a
bundle being carried on the back of the passenger who,
if he cannot paddle himself over, may be towed across by
another who can.

In the times of the Mughol and Afghan the shindz
was 1n much more frequent use than it hag been under
the more settled government that has succeeded their
turbulent rule in this country. It wasthen the means by
which robber bands crossed either to harry their neigh-
bour’s territory, or to escape the pursuit of their enemies,
as from 1ts portability and ready adjustment it proved
a safe and expeditious mode of overcoming the water
obstructions of the country. About midway between
Rdra and Thandali, and on the opposite side of the river,
a little above the junction of the Kishanganga with the
Jhelam, 1s the town of Muzaffarabad, where are the ruins
of a large sdrae of the Mughol period. The Afghans,
when they held Kashmir, kept a garrison here for the
protection of the road, which was in their time infested

by robber bands. This road which, from Muzaffarabad

onwards to Daramulla, runs parallel to the route we fol-
lowed on the opposite side of the river, is known as the
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THE JHOLA OR “SWING BRIDGE.” 4

~ Durrani road of Pakli and Damtaur, and is the easiest
and most practicable of all the routes leading to Kash-"
mir, being open all the year round.

At Hattyan the next stage beyond Thandali, we saw
the “ swing bmdge or jhula which I have before men-
tioned. '_lhere were two of them, within sight of each
other, between Hattyan and Garhi. The latter 1s a con-
siderable village on the opposite side of the river, which
here flows in a wide channel flanked by high banks,
the stream itself varying in breadth from fifty or sixty
to a hundred and fifty or more yards.

The shala consists of three ropes stretched across the
stream, at a height of eight or ten feet, between two
buttress piers, built up of loose boulders and brush-
wood faggots, at the edges of the current. Kach pier
slopes as a causeway on the land side, and drops as a
wall towards the water, whilst 1n 1ts substance are 1m-
bedded several strong upright posts as supports for the
bridge ropes. These ropes are disposed across from side
to side In a triangular form, so that a cross section would,
mark the points of a capital V, thus *."~—two parallel
ropes forming the upper plane, and a central one the lower
plane. This disposition is maintained throughout the
stretch by large V shaped prongs of wood, which, at inter-
vals of four or five yards, are secured in position above
and below by thongs of raw hide, and further strength-
‘ened above by a cording which is passed across between
the two upper points where they are fixed to those ropes.

The stretch of the bridge was about eighty yards, and it
hung with a considerable bend by its own weight, whilst:
the wind swayed it from side to side in an alarming
manner. It is crossed by the passenger walking on the
lower of the ropes, which is sometimes of double or treble
strand, and holding his balance with the hands onthe upper

L
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~ ropes, which run at each side on a level with his shoulders, -
1 saw four men cross this bridge at the same time, and two
of them carried bundles on their backs. Theyfollowed each
other at intervals of four or five paces, and were careful to
walk ““out of step” so as to prevent the dangerous undu-
lation which would have jerked them off theirnarrow foot-
ing had they kept “in step.” Asthey arrived at the prongs
i succession they cautiously “ducked” under the cross
cords, and I noticed that only one man at a time passed
between any two of the prongs. The weight of these four

~men bore down the bridge, in the middle of itsspan, quite
to the surface of the water, and, indeed, I saw one man’s
feet 1mmersed in the crest of a wave. The shock of this
“catch” did not, as I expected it would, throw him off
his footing, but it set the whole loop a swinging and
vibrating in a manner most uncomfortable to witness,
- The commotion, however, did not for a momentstop the
progress af the passengers, and I saw them land on the
other sidey and take their several ways without ever a
glance back at the awkward path they had trodden so
skiltully, or, most probably, a thought of the peril they
had escaped.

- “At this place the charger of one of our guide’s cavalry
escort, whilst being led along by the groom, fell over
the bank, 2 gheer drop of sixty to eighty feet, into the
river, and was borne by the current to a small 1sland
flat 1n its mid-stream, a little way lower down. The
unfortunate creature was there found to have broken a
thigh bone, and was consequently put out of suffering
by a bullet through the head. Captain Chapman crossed
over on a shindz for this merciful duty. This accident

~at the outset of our march was the only loss that befell
the troop -horses of our little escort in all our journes,

From Hattyan our next stage was to Chikar, where the



VALLEY OF THE JHELAM RIVER, -

Danna road from Kohala Joins the main route, At this, .
place we quitted the low, hot valley of the Jhelam, and
beyomd it rose up to the cool forest tracts, which on this
side of the river extend on to the entrance of the Wolar
basin—the renowned Vale of Kashmir (Kashi Mery ¢)—
at Baramulla,

The change was no lesg agreeable on account of the
improved climate than on that of the finer scenery. At
Dewal and Kohala we left behind us the forests that
gtve the Murree hills their charm, and, crossing the river
at the latter place, entered quite a different climate and
country. |

From Kohala to Chikar our route lay through the
narrow winding pass of the river Jhelam, over an in-
terrupted talus strip, cut at intervals by deep ravines,
through which pour the torrent teeders of the main
stream below. On its shelving slopes are terraced flats
of rice and maize cultivation, and the homesteads of jts
peasantry, surrounded by their orchards and hedges,
Between these occupicd plots the general surface of the
uneven tract 18 set with a more or less abundant brush-
wood jungal, of which the dodonza, carissa, witd olive,
barberry, jujube, adhatoda, &c., with the wild fig, rottlera,
and other such trees, are the chiof components, |

Above this river-bank tract the hills slope away tp
lofty: peaksy. presenting, in infinite variety of surface,
vast extent of uniformly verdant pasture, which (broken
by neither rock nor forest) spreads up their sides to the
highest summits,

At Chikar we left this tame scene, and passed on to a-
wooded region, the pine and cedar forests of which vie
In magnificence with the majestic heights they clothe, ~ .
agd afford many a prospect—alone well worth -the jour-
ney—to gaze upon. |

| D
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~ Our next stage on was to Chakoti, where we halted a
day. On this march we passed some small camps of
Gipsies, generically styled kanjar, on the tramp ta the
Happy Valley. They were as ragged, conservative, and
happy in their dirt and poverty, as they are found to be
esewhere, and to judge from their naked forms were as
indifferent to the cool breezes of the mountains as they
are to the hot blasts of the plains. We also met some
large caravans of k#t—the ““ costum” of the ancients-—
bound to Rawal Pindi. We had met several of these
convoys on the three or four preceding marches, during
which we also overtook some Peshawar traders driving
their small convoys of twelve and fiftcen mules, laden
with asafetida and snuff respectively, to the Srinaggar
market ; but on this occasion I noticed three convoys,
said to consist of eighty bullocks each. T Jearned from
one of the drivers that the root was collected on the hills
near the Zojila pass, and when we arrived there I got
some specimens of the plant by sending a man off into
the hills to fetch them. The driver told me that each
bullock carried two maunds of Z#, and that the drug
was boﬁgh,‘t by the merchants at Rawal Pindi, at the rate
of 'a rupee per ser of two pounds. Some idea of the
quantity of this root which is annually carried out of
Kashmir may be formed from the approximate data 1
got from this man. The 240 loads of this drug which
we met on this day—and its peculiar odour loaded the
air around—represent, .at eighty pounds per maund, a
total of 38,400 pounds of £dt, worth at Rawal Pindi
19,200 rupees. We had already, in the previous stages,
passed nearly as large a quantity, and my informant
assured me that several similar convoys would follow
during tlte next three weeks. ' o
It appears that anybody can go and collect the roi?ﬁ
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where they grow, but the peasantry of the vicinity are .
‘usually employed to do so. The plant grows wild and
in great abundance in certain localities, and T could
learn of no restrictions or regulations concerning its
collection. The root 1s largely consumed in India in the
service of the Hindu temples, and is exported from
Bombay to China, where it is used as incense.

In the umbrageous gullies and ravines about Chakoti,
I added several specimens to the collection of Jittle birds
I had been shooting on the march up, but none so beau-
tiful as a white bird of paradise with a long, graceful
tatl, and a bright purple green beak ; and the male of the
same species, but of a russet colour. On arrival at
Srinaggar, I despatched a tin-lined case of these birds
to India, whence, in the following year, they were sent
home. On opening the cases-——for two others of the five
1 filled shared a like fate by spending a rainy season in
Calcutta—the tin was found honeycombed with rust,
and the contents utterly destroyed by the ravages of the
weevll.  Fortunately the birds collected north of Leh
escaped this exposure, and arrived in sound condition.

The march from Chakoti to Uri is picturesque, but
trying to laden cattle, owing to the steep ascents and
descents across the succession of deep ravines that cut:
the road, which is otherwise good, and shaded. There is
2 good deal of cultivation on the route, fields of rice,
maize, cotton, and pulse, of the kind ecalled mdh, occupy-
ing the terraced flats on each side of the way. In the
intervals between these productive patches the road is
hedged about by the filbert and jujube, the pomegranate
‘and mulberry, the fig and apricot, the diospyrus (called
amlitk), and pear, with the grape vine twining in intricate

aly coils amongst them ; all in the wild state—-excelling
in foliage, failing in fruit.

%
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- .. Our camp at Uri was pitched, between the fort and
the stage bungalow, on a high shelf of turf land backed
by hills of charming aspect, rich in the variety of their
forest foliage, and glad in their pastures of brightest
green. This is the prettiest spot we have yet camped
on, and the clear, sunny sky spread above the”fleecy
vapours floating about the hill-tops favoured us with a
view of the scenery in its full beauty; whilst the mea-
sure of its enjoyment, in the calm that comes with the
fading light of a setting sun, was filled by the grateful
notes of the bagpipe—the musie, of all others, in har-
mony with the occasion. It was the first time our camp
sergeant, Corporal Rhind, a piper of the 92nd High-
landers, tuned his pipes on the march ; and he could not
have sclected & morc fit opportunity for the essay of
those performances with which he so often enlivened the
dull hours of our subsequent experience. _

The fort is a mud structure, capable of accommodating
a garrison of 200 men, and looks up and down the river
from the edge of a high cliff which here projects into .
one of its many bends. Below it is a jhdla, or “ swing
bridge,” by which the Muzaffarabad road, on the opposite
side, 1s reached.

The mareh from Uri to Urihan Boin (the n of the last
word is nasal) is through a most interesting tract by a
good road, which now runs across the face of precipitous
hills that overtop lofty cliffs dropping straight to the
river—itself a foaming rapid, surging with ceaseless
tumult down the gorge—and anon winds through shady
forests of the stately cedar and umbrageous plane, 61 the
comely’ sycamore and the bounteous walnut, with the
familiar hawthorn and favourite hazel amongsé a host of
others, each with its special uses or peculiar beaunties.

About midway on the march we passed the ruins of a




RUINS OF ANCIENT TEMPLES, . g3

temple of the early Hindu period. The massive blocks
of 1ts carefully chiselled limestone, in the confusion of
their heap, revealed only the basement of the central
temple and the portal of the quadrangle which once en-
closed it ; and there was nobody to tell the history of
those who in the solitude of its cloisters worshipped the
Bupreme Essence in the midst of surroundings eminently
favouring the attainment of their desire—the final ab-
sorption 1nto the object of their devotion, the Supreme
Essence, the Universal Creator, the Author of all
Nature. | |
On the next march we passed a similar ruin in a more
perfect state of preservation. It is built of great blocks
of amygdaloid trap, and is called Banihar (or Ban
Vihara— The forest monastery ). TIn the centre of the
space enclosed by the quadrangle of cloisters stood the
temple, on the top of a solid basement which was as-
cended by a flight of steps facing the gateway. The
upper part had evidently been renewed, and when we
passed was occupied by a poor Brahmin who attended to
the service of the two emblems that stood on the altar—
- a small stone lingam set in the yuni, ancinted with oil
and garlanded with flowers—-the worship of a degraded
Brahmanism in the place of a departed mystic Budhism.
At Baramulla there are side by side other relics of both
religious systems, and amongst them a lingam or priapus
cut out of a solid block of sandstone, about four feet in
diameter and sixteen feet high, and set on a IMASONIy
platform little above the level of the encroaching turf.
The last miles of this march are singularly interesting,
and mark the spot at which the basin beyond burst its
bounds and drained its contents thromgh the gorge now-
occupled by the Bedasta or Jhelam. The road:lies at the
foot of stupendous cliffs of slate, the vertical strata of
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_whieh correspond exactly with the formation of the rock
on the opposite bank just below Uri, a distance of ten
miles down the gorge. ¢

From the similaripy of geological phenomena at these
spots of similar appellation I was curious to ascertain
whether there was gny connection between them to
account for @e commdence but my inquiries failed to
elicit any reason for such supposition, though they
afforded a clue to the designations of the two locahtleﬁ.

In the Kashmiri Janguage, or, as it is here called,
Kashuri, wre 1s the name of a tree-—a- species of the
ceesalpinia—which abounds in the forests of the vicinity;
and bown 1s also the name of a tree—the oriental plane,
the chinar of the vernacular dialect—which forms so
prominent a feature in the landscape of the valley. Ui,
therefore, may be rendered Anglice—* The ccesalpinia
trees,” and Urihan Boin (the first word is the oblique
plural of wur:) as “The casalpinia and plane trces,”
though-—1if my memory serves aright—I saw no repre-
sentative of the first named at either place. There 1s
another tree, however, of very similar name, which 1s
common in both the localities. It is the wurri or ““fil-
bert,” and may with as much propriety as the first be
taken as the derivative of the topographical name.

Leaving Urihan Boin we marched to Baramulla, and
camped—on the 1st of August—a little above the fort
on the river bank, and just within the area of the Kash-
mir basin whose wide. plain, encircled by a glorious
panorama of hills, spread out before us a charming land-
scape and most inviting picture, with the option of pro-
ceeding by land or water; for from this point up to

- Islamabad at the opposite side of the valley the Bedasta,
or Behut,-as it is here called, is navigated.
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refreshing character of the two preceding stages, but on_
emerging from the hills we parted from the grand scenery
of their majestic heights for the soft champaign of ‘the
~plain ; which, however, possesses peculiar attractions of
1ts own, no less grateful to the senses it lulls to repose
with a calm pleasure than are healthful the exhilarat-
ing air and inspiriting scenery of the mountain tracts
around. '

- At three or four miles out from camp we passed the
rutns of Banihar, an ancient Hindu monastery of the
- flourishing period of Budhism, which I have already
mentioned.  On the opposite side of the road are a few
suttlers’ huts, at which the traweller can refresh himself
and beast.

At Baramulla we saw the first of those extraordinary
constructrons which form so peculiar a feature of the
river scene at Srinaggar—a new form of bridge, in the
variety of which structures this country seems so
prolific.

It spans the river just above the town on a succession
of six piers, and is composed entirely of undressed logs
of pine and cedar timber. The whole tree trunk, in
fact, lopped of its branches, The strongest ahd longest
of them, laid side by side, are stretched across from
pier to pler to form the roadway, and merely rest, with-
out any further security, by two or three feet of their
length at either end upon the tops of the opposite piers,
which may be from twenty to twenty-five feet apart.

The piers are built up of similar logs arranged side by
side 1n layers of a square shape, the logs of each succes-
sive layer crossing those of the other at right angles, and
lodging in notches cut in the logs below. The lowest-
layers are the broadest and diminish gradually as they
ascend to the centre, above which they again expand




T RASHMIR AND KASHGHAR.

successively up to the top, where the logs equal in length
those at the bottom, thus giving the pier an hourglass -

sott of contraction.’ The piers rest on a foundatipn of
stones embedded in the muddy bottom of the river, and
are protected against its current by a cut-water pointing
up the stream, and bwilt of loose stones filled nto a.
drame of logs. Above they are furnished with upright

posts, which support the railing that runs on each side of
the roadway span. |

This kind of bridge is called kaddal, which appears to
be the Kashuri form of the Hindi kathan—*‘ made of
wood,” and is very strong and durable despite its
ricketty construction and very dilapidated appearance.
There are six or eight of them on the river at Srinagear,
which bear the traffic of the two halves of the city, and
some of them are further weighted with a row of shops
on each side the way; most perilous looking abodes
projecting in all degrees of obliquity above the iain
structure, and from 1ts sides over the stream.

The timber being cedar is very durable, and accidents
rarely occur, owing to the elasticity of the construction,
and the outlet afforded to sudden floods through the
many passages in the substance of the piers. I wit-
nessed the behaviour of these bridges in the inundation
of 1869, and though they were nearly swamped by the
flood, none of them gave way, whilst many of the
houses.on the river’s bank—the one I occupied amongst
the first—avere completely destroyed.




CHAPTER IL

FroM Baramulla ‘onr camp marched to Pattan, and
halted a day under the shade of some magnificent plane
trees, from the high-spreading boughs of which the
golden oriole whistled out his plaintive cry, and the
starling chattered in convivial company. I measured the
oirth of the two trees beneath whose shade my tent was
pitched ; and, taking them at about five feet from the
ground, found the one to be twenty feet round the,clear
trunk, and the other twenty-one feet two inches.

_At this place there are the ruins of two ancient
temﬁles built of blue limestone, carefully chiselled and
carved, in the same massive and enduring style as those
before mentioned, and like those of M:{Lrtand, at the
further end of the valley, supposed to be dedicated to
the sun. There is also in course of erection, almost
within a stone-throw of them, but of just the opposite
characters, one of those hideous-looking constructions—
those rambling blocks of mud and stone and raw brick,
whose patchwork walls are kept together in their erratic
lines by a lumbering frame of rough logs and updréssed
planks—which are making their appearance 11;;141]1 parts
of the valley for the rearing of silkworms; an Ludustry
recently introduced by the Maharaja as a government
monopoly. “ |

Whilst wandering, gun in hand, amongst these elo-
quent witnesses of the civilisation of the past and of the
present in this historic land, I shot some specimens of

=i
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~ the Kashmir cuckoo, and a beautlf ully coloured bee-eater ;

Vi

and then mountm% e high clay banks to the right got
a*wide view of the villey and its lake-basin lying ahead
of our position.

After the scenery we had just come through, the view
spread before us was in *its immediate objects not alto-

~ gether so pleasing. The wide stretch of reed swamp

belting the Wolar lake, and the scattered farmsteads
and hamlets marking the accessible borders of this pes-
tiferous tract, from their dead level and unvaried repe-
tition of the same elements wherever the eye turned in
the survey of the landscape, proved if not disappointing,
at least unattracting. But the coup d’ail beyond—
the tout ensemble of the valley and its surroundings—
presented a prospect worthy of admiratien, unique of its
kind, and exceeding 1n extent of scope, as it excels in

pomnt of beauty, anything that 13 to be found elsewhere

within the range of vision from a single point of view.
Projecting on to the plain from various pomnts of its
circumferenice are those strange banks of lacustrine
deposit—here called £karewa—which mark a former coast
line, and interpose their bare promontories to break the
even spread of grove and field, and to improve the land-
scape by variety in the form of its unchanging, elements,
Between them are the wide sweeping gulfs and bays,
and the tributary valleys that shelter the rural popula-
lation and reward their toil with the fruits of a grateful
soll. Whilst above them all rises that glorious eircle of
mountains which constitute the natural limit of the
region and the most remarkable feature of 1ts scenery—
their belts of black forest and slopes of green pasture
showing in vivid contrast with the snowy summits and

" glistening peaks that form the crowning beauty of the

whole.
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Soon after our arrival at Pattan we received a visit
~ from Diwan Badri Nath, a high cﬁclal of the Kashmir
court! who, on the part of h1s Hfghness the Maharaja,
welcomed us to Srinaggar, and delivered the friendly -
messages he was charged with with an innate suavity

and politeness of manner quite charming in themselves,

- and the more appreciable, because they were not mere

empty words, as the arrangements for the comfort of our

march thus far abundantly proved. ‘

In the afternoon I accompanied Colonel Gordon  to
return his visit, and next morning they rede off to-
gether in advance to select a site for our.camp, which is
to halt some days at Srinaggar to equip _our men and
cattle with warm clothing for the journey across the
passes. We followed with the camp next morningy and
on arrival at the river-bank below the city were met by
. Pandit Hira Nand, chicf of the city police, who was
awaiting us with one of the Maharaja’s state barges to
convey us by water to the Nasim Bagh, W]lere Captain
Biddulph’s party was camped.

Captain Chapman and I accordingly:took our seats on
the chairs set for us under the canopy of the pinnace,
and were paddled up to our destination by thirty boat-
men, whils§ the camp, crossing at the first bridge, fol-
lowed the land route, and joined the advance party
under Captain Biddulph, whose camp we found pitched
on the shore of ‘the Dall lake, under the shade of the
plane trees of the celebrated park here laid out by the
Emperor Akbar—the Nasim Bagh.

The trip up the river was a very agreeable change,
particularly in the gorgeous and swift conveyance which
had been so very thoughtfully provided for us, for-
the march was a long one, and the sun nearing the
meridian was growing uncomfortably strong. And it
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was no less interesting on account of the excellent river-
‘view of this remarkable city which we were enabled to
enjoy from the shelter of the open pavilion in which we
were seated. -It was an oblong chamber built up in the
centre of the®boat, and highly decorated in that intricate,
pattern peculiar to the artists of Kashmir, and so well-
known for that marvellous blending of colour which,
without disturbance of harmony amongst all, presents a
groundwork of either according to the light in which it
18 viewed. The shallow vaulted roof was supported
midway by pillars which divided the chamber into two
compartments, and at the sides by others which were -
fitted for shutters to close the whole when necessary.
- The weather being fine we found these last had been
removed, and consequently, the roof, supported on its
pillars alone, formed a canopy or pavilion open on all
sides above the panel of the basement. _

The scene on either bank, as one is borne along
through the midst of the city, is bewildering by the
variety and the novelty of the sights that catch the eye
at every turn ; yet there 13 a sameness that pervades the

whole, and characterises it as essentially local.
~ The succession of bridges, under whose spans of creak-
ing and trembling logs—for arches they are not to be
called—our boat was shot with a -speed against stream
hardly less than that of the more humble craft coming
down with 1t, are all members of one family ; each a
singular repetition of the other, and all alike in their
tumbledown look, and peculiar structure, and decayed
appearance. The boats, too, which float amongst them,
our own not excepted, in all their different sizes and
various fittings, are of one shape and one resemblance.
Whether-1t be the light and painted state-barge, or the

nohadaralie and 1Trnadorned vas Fead o oot ome T4 T 4l o
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swift pinnace with its elegant canopy and many paddles,
~ or the more leisurely travelling-boat, with its mat roof

and rhud-built cooking-range ; or whether it be the skiff
of the fisherman and fowler, or the .punt of the market-
- gardener and caltrops-picker, they are all of one pattern
and one build—a flat keelless bottom, stralght ribless
sides, and tapering ends that rise out symmetrically fore
and aft, prow and stern alike for advance or retreat,

Of such form, these boats are well suited for the con-
veyance of heavy burthens on a smooth stream ; but
they are most dangerous craft on rough water. From
the wide hold they take of the water they. gain buoy-
ancy 1 respect to freight, but they lose it in the matter
of riding. Instead of rising over the waves they present..
an obstacle over which they break, and the surf pouring
over the low sides soon swamps the vessel. |

The natives rarely venture far away from shore in
hga,vily-laden boats, and when crossing the Wolar lake
usually coast along its sides so that, if per chance caught
by one of the squalls which so often sweep 1ts surface,
they can run as to a safe port into the belt of weeds
bordering its shores ; for here the water-lily, duckweed,
and caltrops, with other aquatic plants, cover the water
with a continuous spread of broad leaves which float on
the surface and prevent its being disturbed by the wind.

But to return to the river view. The mass of houses
built on the masonry embankments which rise out of
the water on either hand, and display here and there
amongst the varied components of their structure the
chiselled blocks of some ancient palace or temple, inces-
santly draw the eyes from side to side by the attraction
of some new form, and present a spectacle no less novel~

in character than strangely diverse in its uniformity as a
whole. '
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The gable 1 roofs, with their untidy thatch of beech

~ bark and thelr attic lofts open at both ends, rest so in-
- gecurely upon the loose-jointed frame of upright poles
they cover that they seem ready to fly away with the
first gale of wind, and certainly constitute the most pecu-
liar feature of the architecture everywhere. Whether
on the king’s palace or the peasant’s cottage, on the
merchant’s store or the mechanic’s” shop, or whether
on the Hindu's barrack or the Musalman’s mosque, this.
draughty log-built roof is the same in character on all.
The edifices 1t surmounts present a greater variety of
structure, though in all—cxeept in the palaces and Hindu
temples, which are built throughout of solid masonry-i—
the framework of upright poles fixed upon a raised plat-
form of masonry forms the skeleton. This framework is
held together by cross-trees and rafters and closed in,
tier above tier, either by a planking of rough-split logs
or a thin wall of bricks and mortar. The interior par-
titions are of lath and plaster, and the compartments
are lighted very much less than they are ventilated—as
many a tourist in the ““ Happy Valley ” must have dis-
covered to his cost in comfort—by those lattice windows,
50 rich in the variety and elegance of their designs,
which are, with the carved woodwork of the portals, the'
most agreeable features of Kashmir architectural decora-
tion ; so far at least as cxterior appearancq 18 concerned,
for the matter of interior comfort is quite another con-
sideration, and dependent for its merits upon the. views
or means of the occupants.
Glass windows are unknown out of the palaces and the
mansions of the wealthy. The lattice window supplies
~their place, and how inefliciently may be readily under-
stood when one learns that the only, device adopted for
keeping out the wind is a sheet of paper pasted over the
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fretwork, whilst the cold air pouring in over the open
-~ goping is considered ‘out of reach and submitted to as a
matter of course.

./ The very general use of timber for house-building in

~ Kashmir, and the loose putting together of the beams

~and logs, is said to be necessitated by the frequency of
earthquakes in the country. It seems, however, that
other causes are not without potent influence in deter-
- mining the preference. And notably the character of -
. the people for physical inactivity—a trait which is ex- -
emplified In the nature of all their industries.
Their shawls and embroideries, their silver work ‘and
papier-maché-painting, their stone-engraving and wood-

| czirving, &e., all alike exhibit proofs of wonderful -
delicacy and minute detail, but tell of no active expen-
diture of muscular force, Where this is required, ag In

- house-building, we find it excrcised only to the smallest

. extent absolutely indispensable for the attainment of the
object desired. Hence, though stone is abdndant and
more durable, the easily-felled and floated timber is put
together 1n a style of unfinish altogether independent of
adaptation to stability under the eonditions assigned.
Doubtless the humid character of the climate and the
soft nature of the soil may have their share of influence,

- which must not be everlooked. But with the relics of
anclent edifices of ponderous stone and the existing
buildings of substantial masonry before us on the spot,
these conditions, it would appear, offer no serious ob-

- stacle to a more finished and substantial style of architee-
ture to that which is in vogue here. Such as they are,
however, the houses of Srinagoar constitute the most
prominent feature in the view of the city as seen on the ~
way up 1ts stream. And more special objects -amongst

‘them are the new houses rising on the river frontage—

1
L'
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_very welcome signs, 1n their elaborate finish and straight

w

angles and neat lines, of the march of civilisation and
adoption of modern improvement; the lofty piles of its
principal mosques tepped with those peculiar belfry-like

. towers supported midroof—testimonies to the architect’s

recognition of the dictates of taste as superior to the

" claims of conventional form ; and those shapeless little
4(101 temples of stone and mortar - which, though in

the front rank on the river's bank, would be passed
unnoticed but for the glare of their tinsel and gilt
-—Incongruous objects in this quaint jumble of woaod-
work structures. It remains to fill in the picture
with man, whose presence and activity enliven the scene
and complete the speciality of its character. In a city
so well situated as a centre for the trade of the countries
beyond the passes, one might naturally look for the
representatives of the dlﬂhrent surrounding regions_
amidst the crowd of its inhabitants, but they are not to -

‘be found—or at least they do not appear amongst the

moving forms that pass before the eyes of the mere
traveller—in anything like the number expected.

As 1t 1s, the familiar forms of the Afghan and Sikh,
met here 1n so frequent recurrence, claim no such in-
terést from us as do those of the people the one ruled
in" this valley not so very long ago, and the other rulegs
at the present time. Nor do the few members of those
little known tribes of the outlying districts of Dardistan,
Baltistan, and Bhotan who are found here as govern-
ment servants, more than excite a transient. curlosity
amidst the crowd of natives which more fully attracts
the attention. It is the Hindu Pandit and the Musal-
man Kashmiri who are the chief actors in that busy
scene of dife and actwlty which at this season meets the

eye at every turn in the river’s course.
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The Pandit, or Batta as he is styled by his Muham-

madan brother, if not recognised by the nicer distinetions

- of manner and speech, or the difference in dress and oceuy-
pation, may be at once distinguished by the paint-marks
carefully set on the forehead as the tokens of his reli-
gious purtty.

He is seen as the well-to-do merchant, with a party of
his fellows passing up and down the strean, seated om
the matted floor of the Srinaggar gondola, in animated
chat on the concerns of his business ; his comfortable
toem Dbulging between the tight strings of his spotless
linen, and enveloped in the loose folds of his soft warm

shawl.  Or he is found en deshabille performing his
ablutions, immersed at the edge of the current under
which his shaven head, with its lank crown-top locly
bobs now and again as he gabbles through the formula
of his prayers ; his hands the while, held up to the sun,
‘pouring back to the river the drops they had raised from
it, or quickly passing through the fingers the threads of
the janeo which enciveles his body ; unmindful alike of the
presence of the stranger or the proximity of his women-
kind—the reputed fair Panditani—who (the latter),
in like undisguise, may be disporting herself in the
same element, or, concealed within the ample folds of her
shapeless gown, may be washing her linen or filling her
 pitcherat the brink.  Or else he is observed as the Brah-
min priest—his withered and emaciated form divested
of all covering but the indecent loin-clout—seated on
his hams cooking his simple fare of unleavened cakes
‘" and pottage, and guarding scrupulously the purity of the
spot sanctified for the operation; or, seated crosslegged
- at the door of his temple, he is reciting the shastar with ™
a volubility equal to the swaying to and fro of his body ;

- or else, motionless and silent. he is absorbed in a trance
E -
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. of meﬂ.ltatmn, pr more proba.bly of mental torpor and
abstraction. Or he is seen, writing-case and paper in
. hand, as the civil funetionary—the scr__‘[be, the notary, or
the tax-collector—in the pursuit of lus special avocation,
or, as the corn chandler, on the river-barges superin-
tending the discharge of rice into the government
granaries, or its sale to the people.

The Kashmiri, or Késhuri as he styles himself, con-
stituting the bulk of the population, presents a greater
diversity of ranks and occupations. These, from the
barely clothed cooly and poverty-stricken peasant to the
richly clad merchant and wealthy proprietor, are all to
be seen in the course of a tour through the water-way of
the city. The silversmiths, lapidaries, papier-maché
artists, shawl-weavers, silk embroiderers, and other arti-
ficers are, of course, only to be seen to advantage in their
workshops on either side of the river. Here we are
concerned only with the scene on its banks, and they
consequently need no further notice in this place beyond
the mention of their general resemblance in outward
appearance to the Hindu portion of the population, from
whom they are sometimes, in the absence of the paint-
marks or tika, only to be distinguished by the ditferent
folding of the turban. -

The special actor on the river-scene 1s natmally
the boatman. His lithe, active form—Dbared for the
task — is seen everywhere as it bends to the rapid
strokes of his paddle; and his merry voice, too often
raised in unseemly wrangle and vociferous vitupera-
tion, is heard above all other sounds. His family, who
live in the boat with him, are seen variously occupied
upon the banks; the children—remarkable for their
bright eyes, and soft, pleasing features—disporting them-
selves on the linited planking of their homes moored .
alongside; whilst the mother and elder .daughters are -
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buay on the beach in that laborious and unsightly task
of husking their daily miodiecnm of rice. The loose-

. gleeved and very rdomy shift, which, like a long night-

-shirt, covers the body from neck to foot, and forms, with

the characteristic cap of red fillet, their only dress—
Jerking up and down as their arms ply the pestle upon
the grain—is not the least strange sticht of the many
that here amuse the visitor. And this particular one,
from the awkwardness of the implements—the pestle

~being nothing but a pole of wood rounded at each end,

~ and the mortar a mere cup excavated in a clumsy log of

" the same material-—sugoeests reflection on the apathe-

tic character of the people, who with such an easy com-

- mand of water-power can tolerate so burdensome a task.

It was through such a scene as this, the main fegtures

- of which I have attempted to delineate by words, that

we passed on our way to the Nasim Bach. The last

. part of our route wound through that series of canals

which intersect the swamps lying Detween the city and

Dall lake.  They are at this season neatly choked by the

. abundance of the water-weeds that shoot up from their

x

y

shallow bottoms to mature their fruit on the surface,

and wither and rot ; whilst their tangled meshes obstruct

- the passage, and poison the air with the stench of the

- meplutic odours evolved from the festering mass of their

luxuriant foliage.
Between these narrow channels are small blocks of

"_%water-logged land, on which stand the log-huts and

orchards of the market gardeners who supply the

~city with vegetables. They rise little above the level
~of the water, and are divided by cross trenches
- 1nto fields, or plots whose Lanks are lined by rows of

_'Wiﬂowa. Between these banks, which are further sup-'

- ported by stakes, and raised above the general level by
heaps of the decayed weeds drawn from the bottom of
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_ the canals, the little skiffs of the cultivators ride their
way bver the mass of reeds ¢oncealing the passage from
the eyé of the stranger, and thus pass from one end to
the other of this pestiferous tract of labyrinthine swamp.

The produce of these gardens are cucumbers, melons,
pumpkins, and tobacco, and that of the canals and shores
- of the lakes—which is spontaneous—are the watgr cal-
trops or singhara—the fruit of which forms an important
item as a breadstuff in the food products of the country,
and is under government protection—and the nidar, or
root-stalk of the water-lily (whose beautiful pink flowers
are the pdnpawsh of the Dall lake) which 1s largely con-
sumed as a vegetable. Pussing beyond these canals, we
entered the circular pool, called the Dall, by one of those
clear passages between the reed beds which streteh
across 1ts centre, and came upon the floating gardens.
These are formed of strips of decayed weeds which haxe
been fished up from the bottom of the lake by means of
a pole dexterously twisted amongst their long fibres.
They are staked to the bottom where they float by long
poles, and are covered above with small heaps of earth
in which the melon seed is sown. They are capable of
supporting the weight of two or three men at a time;
but great caution is necessary to prevent the feet break-
ing through their flimsy, rotten structure.

On the lake we found a number of little skiﬂ's:each
with 1ts single occupant, dotted about the surface.
Here, 1n the line of our route, were two or three weighed
down with the pile of weeds their owners were poling up
from below for the repair of their floating melon beds, or
maybe for the formation of a new one. There, along
the shore, were a whole bevy of women, each paddling
her owni canoe with the one hand, whilst the other was
rapidly plucking the duckweed that overspreads the sur-



face, and throwing it into the hollow behind her with an
eager haste, as though therg was not enough to meet the =
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wants O0f all. It is a favourite fodder for cattle, and is said

to improve the milk of kine fed upon it. Further away,
on the calm, open surface of the lake, rode motionless
three or four boats as if meored to so many stakes, whilst

the occupant of each, reclining crouched up, composed

himself, head resting-at the post, for a mid-day nap. Their
occupants were fishermen, and far from asleep, were
watchfully looking down the shaft of the narits or “ har-

poon” they poised in one hand to spear the first fish
passing beneath its prongs.

- We now came abreast of the handsome mosque of

Hazrat Bal, the favourite resort of holiday folks, and
passing 1ts village, and the long array of bathing-closets
half submerged in the waters of the lake, were presently

landed at our camp a little bevond. Here, on the 4th

August, we rejoined our comrades who preceded us from
Murree.

The evening of our arrival closed with an abrupt end
to the career of a favourite little pet of mine. He was
a handsome and vivacious little Scotch terrier born of

- unported parents, and was the very simile of the bright-

. eyed lLittle one represented in Landseer’s “ Dignity and
~ Impudence.” He came into my hands as a tiny pup only

& few weeks old, when I was here in 1869 —a gift
from my friend and former comrade in the Corps of

. Guides, Captain C. W. Hawes—and spent his infant days

gambolling on the turfy spot to which he now returned
only tofind a grave underits sod. He had always proved -

~a faithful and intelligent little companion, and a bold

+ champion for his master, and now sacrificed his life in

. the rash defence of his domain. We were seated at

dinner under the spreading boughs of some splendid
_ plane trees on the bank overlooking the shore of the









72 KASHMIR AND KASHGHAR.

Gordlon ‘to the door, and there, as on arrival, shaking
" "hands all round, dismissed us. ,.

Next morning (the 6th August) Captain Biddulph's
party, with Captain Trotter and Dr Stoliczka, marched
away 1n advance en route for Leh ; thence to meet us, by
way of the Chang-charnmo route, at Shahidulla, which
had been fixed as the rendezvous prior to advancing to
Yarkand. And in the evening, at- the same hour as
yesterday, Colonel Gordon, Captain Chapman, and I
proceeded to return the visit of Diwan Kirpa Ram,
under conduct of Pandit Hira Nand, who came up from

~ the Fort in a government parinda to do the honours
of the ccremony. The Diwan received us in his official
residence, adjoining the palace, with every mark of atten-
tion, and expressed himself highly gratified at the honour
we had conferred on him. He displayed an earnestness
to please us, and do all in his power to make smooth the
difficulties of our route; and assured us, that by the
Maharaja’s orders, he had issued minute instructions to
all the frontier officials as tothe supply of provisions,
with strict injunctions that they were to spare no efforts,
to ensure our comfort and safety on the march through

their respective charges. On taking leave he expressed
his hope that we would find the arrangements made for
the furtherance of our journey such as would meet our
approval,

The experiences of the road so far certainly testified to
the sincerity of his words, whilst our future experiences, as
it-will be my agrecable duty to record hereafter—more
tully than we could have expected, both on the march up
and down—proved the perfect faith and thorough good-
will of our Kashmir friends. |

The day had been a thoroughly wet one, and the clouds
only began to break and clear away to the mountain tops

-
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" a8 we set out for our visit. The river was hardly affected
by this rainfall at the time of our return to camp, but
during the night it rose in flood and inundated the
Chinar Bagh to a depth of eight feet. This is a hand-
- 8ome plantation of very fine plane trees on the bank of -
the Tsunt Kul or “ Apple Tree Clanal,” which leads from
" the river to the sluice gates of the Dall lake, and from
its proximity to the city was at first thought of as the
most convenient site for our camp.  Other considerations,
however, on the score of health and diseipline, decided in
favour of the more distant and less humid spot, and we
very fortunately escaped the inconveniences of a midnj ght °
stampede amidst the marsh and mire of that tempting
spot.

Un the following evening we were entertained at a ban-
quet, as the guests of the Maharaja, in the Ranbir Bagh.
. It is a palace, or hall of entertainment, which standson a
“high masonry plinth, and forms a square block with
open verandahs all round; and is covered with one of those
ary roofs which, in the manner peculiar to this country,
slope up from all sides to a central point, there to be
- topped by another of miniature proportions. It has
been recently built in the Kashmir style of architecture,
and occupies a prominent isolated position on the river
~bank above the city, and opposite the quarters allotted
for the residence of European visitors, and is furnished
In the Indo-European fashion. In front of it, and on
either side, is a fine turf promenade supported against
the river by a masonry embankment which is ascended
from the stream by a substantial flight of stone steps.
And 1n rear, beyond a high bank of turf, is a spacious
garden laid out, after our fashion, with fruit-trees, ‘orna-
mental shrubs, and flowering plants. -

On this occasion a company of infantry, and a military
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band' were drawn up on the embankment from the land-
" ing-steps to the verandah in which the Maharaja received
his guests. Here, as throughout the building, the floor
- was carpeted with a sheeting of snow-white calico, which
answered well to counteract the dull reflection from the
walls highly embellished with the minute patterns of
- the Kashmir style of decoration. We found His High-
~mess and his two youngest sons—pretty and intelligent
children—seated at the upper part of the hall with the
Resident and some officers who were visitors in the
valley, and his court officers standing in attendance
behind him. So approaching to pay our respects, we
found seats on the chairs reserved for us on either side
to witness the ndeh which was to beguile the half-hour
before dinner—the grace allowed the unpunctual ones to
join the feast.

A troupe of twelve or fourteen dancing girls—the cele-
brated beautics of Kashmir—attended by their torch-
bearers, now made their«appearance at the top of the
verandah steps, and with one accord saluting the Maha-
raja, quietly seated themselves in a semicirele opposite
Yo us on the floor at the lower end of the hall. From
this they rose two and two in turn, and reciting and
singing and dancing, slowly worked their way up to
where our host was seated ; then saluting, they retired, .
as gracefully as they had advanced, to make way for the
next pair, and so on. I will not attempt to describe this,
by us much abused, performance, for want of appropriate
words; because the terms ““reciting and singing and
dancing,” which, in*default of better, I have used above,

do not convey to our ideas a true representation of what
‘they are meant to explain.

Whatever the faults of each, and however unsuited to
our tastes, these accomplishments are none the less
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-appreciatéd by those ‘amongst whom they flourish, and

by whom they are exhibited for our entertainment:

Besides, apart from the divergence of taste in these
respects, the performance, judged on its own merits, is
not altogether unworthy of commendation : particularly
if set in comparison with the spectacles presented 8o
often on our own stage where the ballet is in vogue.

- With the “bayadere” of Kashmir there is no studied

indelicacy of dress, any more than there is abandon in
the graceful movements of her limls. These (the.grace-
ful movements) are only acquired by long practice and
careful training, and to be judged fairly must be viewed
with an unprejudiced eye. For the dance of the Kash-
mir bayadere as she sails over the floor with those
graceful evolutions of the arms and body which attract
the eye more than that almost imperceptible movement
of the feet—only recognised by the jingling of the ankle

~ bells—is quite a different sight from the fling one sees on

the stage, or the performances we go through in the ball-
room ; though each may be appropriate in its own sphere.

After two or three rounds had been gone through dinner .-
was announced, and the Maharaja rising conducted: the

“Resident and Colonel Gordon Ly either hand to the

table, and then retired through a side-door to join

‘Mirza Fazlullah Khan, the Persian Consul General of

Bombay, who, happening to be on a tour in the valley,
was one of lis guests; whilst the rest of us, following
the first lead, ranged ourselves on either side of the
board, and in the absence of our host did free justice t5~
the good things provided.

The dinner was served entirely after our own fashion,
excepting only the absence of our host from the head
of his own table, in deference to an absurd prejudice the

natives of India obstinately adhere to. This unjustifiable
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refusal to ea-.t with us is the great stumbling-block in the
‘way of that social intercourse which we strive to culti-
vate with our native fellow- SlleﬂLtS and will never
be removed until the native princes send their sons to be
educated in English colleges, where they may learn how
to associate with us on equal terms, |

As 1t was, the Resident presided, and at the proper
time rose to propose the usual toasts—*The Queen”
and “The Viceroy.” Each in turn was duly I‘ESPDI]dBd
to, and then Coloncl Gordon proposed “ The Maharaja,”
which was rcceived in like manner, all standing. As
cach toast was drunk, the band, which had been treating
us to a variety of music during the meal, struck up
‘““God save the Queen.”” On the conclusion of the last
repetifjion his Highness acknowledged the compliment
in set form through Diwan Kirpa Ram, and then the
* company rejoined the party in the verandah, where the
ndch was continued. In the midst of its performance
was heard the squeak of a bagpipe, to the no small
astonishment of those who were not in the secret of his
coming ; and following it appeared our camp sergeant
and piper stepping it n'fuly up the hall to where we were
seated. He saluted the Maharaja, and then by his
request gave us a performance, His appearance was
splendid and, as in its handsome garh his well set-up
form paced solidly up and down the hall, we could not
but proudly admire all he represented.

His presence in such a scene was, neverthcless, totally
~out of place, and even more absurd than our dining
without our host ; for it sadly discomfited the fair Kash-
miris, whose countenances, instead of curious glances of
admiration, depicted only[ the disgust with which the
intrusion iilled their hearts. Even the Maharaja, with
all his determination to please, could not divest his
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features &f the gloom eur friend’s Gaelic airs had cast.

“ upon’them, and signalised his pleasure at their cessation,

I trow, more likely than out of compliment to us, by
ordering a handsome shawl and a purse of gold to be -
given to the performer.

On our return journey from this entertainment we
found the sluice gates of the Dall closed to prevent the

‘nising flood of waters entering; otherwise the garden

plots before mentioned as covering the marshy tract be-
tween the river and the lake would have been destroyed
by the inundation. We consequently walked across the
embankment, and proceeded to camp in a boat which
had been thoughtfully provided for us on the other side.
It was nearly midnight when we reached camp, glad to
have done with the passage by the water way, and escape
its damp chills and heavy mephitic odours.

On the 10th we attended one of those military reviews
of the Kashmir troops which the Maharaja holds weekly
here, on the parade in rear of the Sher Garhi, when
residing in this summer capital.  We met his Highness
as he 1ssued from the gate of the fort, and, accompanying
his unostentatious cavaleade, rode down the line paraded
for inspection ; and then, turning off to the saluting point,

~were provided with chairs on the platform from which

he viewed the evolutions of his army.

Lhere were about four thousand infantry, two hundred
cavalry, and fifty or sixty wall pieces the size of camel
guns upon the ground. The men were equipped in uni-

form similar to that of the Indian army, though their

arms were decidedly inferior, and the men themselves

-evidently not selected on the merits of physical e iclency.

They were, however, on the whole, a light-hmbed, active
body of men, generally well set-up; and they marched with.
creditable regularity. Dogras and Sikhs, amongst whom
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‘were interspersed some Pathans and Hindustanis, com-
posed the chief constituents of the force, and a battalion
of Baltis, in the extraordinary bonnets and jaunty petti-
coats (which display below the knee the neat folds of
their leg-bands) of their national garb, formed its most °
Interesting and curious feature,

After the manceuvres the force marched past the plat-
form, in front of which their bands had been massed,
and took the routes to their different quarters. The
Maharaja evinced no keen interest in the spectacle, but,
referring to the services his troops had shared in during
the mutiny, pointed to them as but a contingent of the
Indian army which held these hills as part of the British
Empire for the Empress of India, and as at all times
ready for the service of the state.

It was originally intended that our camp should

“halt here for eight or ten days to provide our men and -
cattle with the warm clothing requisite on the march
across the passes, as well as to effect certain changes in our
“camp-establishment, and alterations and Improvements in
our mule gear and tent equipage, which the march from
Murree had rendered advisable. Our wants in theso
respects had been promptly attended to by the Kashmir
officials who, for the sake of convenicnee and expedition
—for the city was five miles distant by road—had es- .
tablished a temporary bazar under the trees in the
immediate vicinity of our camp, so that the tailoring,
—¢obbling, carpentry and smith-work, &e., required by our
- party, were at onee executed under direct supervision in
the booths and workshops that had sprung up around
us ; and accordingly on the 14th August I accompanied
Colonel Gordon on a farewell visit to the Maharaja to
thank him for his attentions to our party, and acknow-
ledge the punctuality and assiduity of his officials.
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i On the eve of our departure, however, orders were
Freceived from our chief at Simla directing the halt of
rthe camp here till his arrival on the 29th of the month.
“The march was consequently postponed, and we devoted
the interval to perfecting the arrangements which had
already been made. But the time hung heavily, and the
fortnight proved a weary one amidst the fevers and the
musquitos of the spot—which, after all, was the best site
for our purpose the locality afforded. Not even the
interest of lessons in Turki, nor the diversion of shooting
grebe, coots, and water-pheasants amongst the reeds and
weeds of the lake, nor yet the ridiculous rumours
gosstp brought us from the city, sufficed to enliven our
stay amidst such pests ; and finally, when our chief did
arrive, the order to march was hailed with joy by us all,
only too glad to change our forced inactivity in the
alluring shades of Nasim Bagh and its fever poison for
the excitements of the road and the pure air of the
mountains.
~ Prior to our departure from Murree I had been for-
. funate enough to secure as one of my personal servants
anative of Yarkand who, in 1868, Lad left his home to
. make the pilgrimage to Mecea by way of India. His
“history was a very remarkable one, and may be taken as
a type of that of many another who sets out from his
remote home in Central Asia to brave the vicissitudes
and dangers by land and sea of a journey of which he
" has no conception other than that.it is somehow to CaITY,
him to that sacred spot which holds so mysterrous a sway
-over the Muslim mind, |
~ Haji Casim-—such was my hero’s name—was the son |
of a baker who kept a shop in one of the prineipal
thoroughfares of Yarkand city. He did a flourishing trade
under the rule of the Chinese till the Tangani rebellion,
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~ filling- the streets 1'W1t-h bloodshed, violence, and plunder,
“necessitated his closing his business and secreting him-
self and family for very life in the store vaults and
cellars under his tenement. The father died during
these troubles, and on their subsidence the widow with
her children, emerging from their lurking, re-opened the |
shop. And Casim now worked the business with his
mother, and was a witness of all those eventful changes
which the city underwent till it was finally taken by
Atalik Ghaz.

On the restoration of order, and the revival of Islam
under the new rule, he took advantage of the favouring
opportunity, and with some four or five other members
of the family, leaving his mother to mind the shop,
joined a caravan of pilgrims who were setting out for
Kashmir, on the long journey they were bound, 1n com-
pany with a party despatched by the successtul conqueror,

~ with presents for the holy shrine at Mecea.
. He and his companions set out on their unconsideted

wa.ndermgs with what few necessaries their humble state
allowed of their collecting laden on three ponies, which
also served to alleviate from time to time the fatigues of
their weary march. They had, besides, a joint sum of
money, hardly exceeding five pounds of our money, to-
meet the expenses of a journey of as many thousand
miles.

By the time they reached Leh two of their three ponies
hﬂd succumbed to the. hardships of the road, and their
 Tarcases were left to desiceate and bleach with the thou-
sands of others which mark the traveller's track across
those terrible Tibat highlands. Whilst the other proved
such an expense in a country where money was the
medium of exchange, and in a land where there was no
free pasture, that he was sold to avoid threatened bank-
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jruptcy, and, instead thereof, to increase their slender
sAneans, With their small stock of money thus nearly
“doubled, the party made their way to Srinaggar, and

:thence through the Panjab to Bombay, where they em-

barked in a native pilgrim boat with a crowd of others

for one of the Arab ports.

-Our Haji’s account of his adventures and losses is tog
long and confused, from his ignorance of the names of
“many of the places on the route followed, for profitable
- insertion here. Let it suffice for us to know that he did
- get to Mecca, and piously performed the prescribed rites
 there; that he somehow found himself in Constantinople,
i_%‘.jand somehow returned thence to Lahore, a veritable pil-
~.grim, a lonely, friendless stranger. His aunt had died
. in one place, her daughter had disappeared at another,
his brother was lost somewhere else, and finally he and
| ]113 cousin, of about his own age, lost sight of each other
* in the maze of some great Indmn city, and neither knows
 the*other’s fate, or did not up to July last year.

- The troubles and perplexities of this doomed little
band appear to have commenced at Leh, and tracked
therr steps in all their pertlous wanderings. In one
' place they were cheated of their money by knaves, in
“another they were fed by the charity of the pious, and
more often they earned their living and worked their
- way by odd jobs here and there.

~ From Lahore Haji Casim found his way to Leh as a
‘mule-driver in the train of a Panjabi merchant; and,
-arrived here, he was stopped short at the threshold of:
his own home by a singular accident. He fell ill by ex-
- posure on the march, and applied for relief at the
Charitable Dispensary established here by the British
Government in connection with the office of the Joint

Commissioner. The Hospital assistant, Khuda Bakhsh,
| .
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took. .a;n intereattﬁin the forlorn stranger, and after his

recovery prowded for him as a domestic servant in his
- own family.

Khuda Bakhsh subsequently abandoned the professmn
for more profitable employment in the Commissariat
Department, and hearing of my want, obligingly placed
the Haji at my service with the view to his visiting his
home,

During our stay at Srinaggar, with the aid of my
books, I found him a very useful assistant in picking up
some acquaintance with the language of his country;
- whilst, in Kasghar, his services were freely in requisition
by most of us. His sudden rise to such prosperity and
importance led him into some extravagancies—not the
least of them marrying a wife and treating her friends
to a succession of feasts. DBut this may be passed as
excusable, since he considered it his duty to maintain
the dignity of his position as a servant in the Embassy,
and in no way detracts from his merits as an intelligent
and trustworthy guide. He accompanicd me back to
Srinaggar, and there meeting Mr Shaw’s party going up
to Kashghar, he resigned my service to return with his
camp to the bride he had left behind him. |



CHAPTER IIL

TrE monotony of our last day’s stay at Nasim Bagh-
was agrecably interrupted on the 25th August by a visit
to the Maharaja’'s silk filature. It is an extensive °
. establishment in the vicinity of the Sher Garhi, and
gives employment to 400 men, though, as we were
- informed, there is work enough for four times the -
- number. Babu Nilambar Dey Mukarji, who has the
management of the concern, accompanied us over the
establishment, and very obligingly explained the entire
process of sericulture.

The industry, it appears, has only been mtroduced
here durmg the last two or three years on the system in

vogue in Bengal, and from the results already achieved,
promises soon to be a productive source of wealth for
~ this country, so as in some measure to compensate for
the decline of the shawl trade in this ancient seat of its
prosperity.

The spinning-wheels we saw here were worked by
“hand, but at the larger filature at Raghonathpur, on the
shore of the Dall, we were told they are worked by
water power. The silk appeared to be of remarkably
good quality, with a soft and fine fibre, and, from a cor- -
respondence on the subject shown to us, some samples
- -which had been sent to London were pronounced by
Messrs Durant and Co. as worth from twenty-three to
twenty-four shillings the pound. The outturn-of silk
* last year is estimated at two lakhs of rupees, of which
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ninety-five ‘thousand are reckoned as profit. For the
same period twenty maunds or 1600 pounds of eggé
- were stored for breeding. One ounce of eggs produces,
1t is said, forty thousand worms. And these produce
120 ounces of silk. We saw the silk reeled in one part
of the establishment being woven into lengths in
~another by the ordinary hand-loom, and were shown
some samples of a new fabric for the production of
which experiments were still in course of progress.
They were a combination of shawl-wool and silk, and
seemed durable and warm, but felt stiff and rough.
From the silk filature we went to the Maharaja’s
Charitable Dispensary, which stands in a very good
position on the river bank, and is under the charge of
Dr Gopal Dass, formerly a sub-assistant surgeon on
the Indian Establishment, who kindly conducted us
. over it _
The institution is managed entirely on Kuropean
principles, as In our own establishments of the same
kind, and is a great boon to the people on whom, in
a quiet, unobserved way, it confers unknown benefits.
-Amongst the patients we saw a case of amputation of
the thigh, and another of the leg, both of which were
well advanced towards recovery. The records showed
that twenty-two other surgical operations of an impor-
tant nature, including three of lithotomy, had bheen
performed here during the current year, and all suc-
cessfully, except one of the lithotomy cases which
terminated fatally, The charity is worthy of every
support and encouragement, yet it is rarely visited by
the Maharaja or his court officials, though in justice it
must be recorded that it is amply provided with
European medicines and surgical instruments by him.
On-the appointed day—the 29th August—a salute’
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.~ fired at Srinaggar warned us of the arrival of our chief.
. We accordingly donned our uniform, and hastened to
- the Residency to welcome him, and pay our respects,
- and were glad to find him none the worse for his rapid
. ride from Murree.
~ On the next day Mr Forsyth, attended by his staff,
~ pad a ceremonial visit to the Maharaja, which his
- Highness returned on the following morning. A spa-
- cious tent and Shdhmiydna, or “ king in the centre &
awning, had been prepared for the reception on the
~ turfy bank overlooking the Dall; and the slope from the
landing up to the tent had been laid with a strip of white
calico, on either side of which were ranged our guard of
“Guides” to do the honours. Captain Chapman went
" down to the palace to escort his Highness who, on
arrival, was reccived at the landing by Colonel Gordon
“and myself, and conducted to the tent, where he was
welcomed by the Envoy and Plenipotentiary, under a
salute from the guard, and a skirl on the pipes by
Sergeant Rhind. |
The Maharaja—his eldest son, Miyan Partab Sing,
being prevented by indisposition—was accompanied by
 his two younger sons, Ram Sing and Ammar Sing,
aged ten and eleven years respectively, and was attended
by Diwan Kirpa Ram, and eight or ten other principal
officers of his court. The ceremony passed off with the
usual formalities and courtesies, and our visitors on
- departure went to spend the day in the cool retreat of
the Nishat Bagh, or “ garden of delight,™on the further
shore of the Dall. _

On the following evening the Embassy was entertained
by the Maharaja at a banquet in the Ranbir Bagh.
The guests included the European community-at the

* time in the place, and the feast was graced by the
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presence of ladies. The assembly was one for the usual’
toasts-and speeches proper to the occasion, snd con-
cluded with a handsome acknowledgment by the Envoy
of the kindness and hospitality of our princely host.

- With this parting proof of friendship terminated our:
- month’s halt at Srinaggar, and on the following morning
—the 3rd September—our camp broke ground, and.
marched to Gandarbal, at the entrance to the Sind
valley, where we camped under the shade of some mag-
nificent plane trees such as are only to be found in this
country. It 1s the first village we have come to in the
district of Lar (which extends from Manasbal to Sona
Marg, and is said to contain a hundred villages and
hamlets, few of which, however, contain as many as
thirty houses), and on this occasion presented a bustle.
of activity such as it seldom witnesses.

Our own camp comprised 103 mules of the fixed
establishment, and nearly as many eamp followers of
- sorts. And we employed, besides, eighty-seven hired
pontes, and two or three score of coolies. We were all
closely packed on the side of the road, between the
village and the ridge at the foot of which it lies ; for the
land beyond spreads on to the Kashmir plain in a wide
stretch of rice swamp and reed marsh, which extends
away to the Manasbhal lake. |

Around us were grouped, in picturesque disorder, the
tents of our Kashmir attendants, and the piles of provi-
sions they had collected for our use; whilst a stream
of coolies and baggage-ponies continued through the day
to file past, on their way to the stages ahead. The
complimentary speech of the Envoy on the preceding
evemng had evidently flattered the vanity of our good
friends, and stimulated their exertions on our behalf;
and their service, here renewed, smoothed our way,
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-~ stage by stage, till in due course we passed to the. pro-
tection, of our Kashghar-allies, o
‘At a mile or two beyond Gandarbal is the village of
Arr, on the bank of a small stream, of the same na,;:ne, |
which empties into the Dall at Telbal. It has some
paper-mills, worked by water-power, the sound of whose
pounders at work reached our camp. The fibre of the
wild hemp plant, which grows here in abundance, 18
the material used, mixed up with old rags, &e. The
pulp is merely mashed and washed here, and then con-
veyed to the city to be made into paper. Another plant
~ which grows in abundance here, and much mare plenti-
fully in the Kashmir valley, is the krishun, a species of
iris lily, the leaves of which are used for making ropes.

The evening closed here with the side-eddies of a
storm of thunder and lightning, which swept across
the plain from west to east, but caused us no further
commotion than a securing of pegs and trenching of tent
walls in anticipation of the threatened duwnpaur:

" Trom Gandarbal we marched to Kangan, twelve miles,
and camped in a grove of walnut and plane trees near a
silkworm nursery. The route at first winds amongss
cultivated fields and orchards to the homesteads of
Nunar, and further on leads across a high shelf of land
which drops precipitously to the bed of the Sind river.
" We here crossed the stream on a ricketty bridge of long -
fir poles which were stretched across between twd piers
built up of loose boulders at the edges of the current, and

" floored with cross bars of rough split logs. By another -
similar bridge, beyond the homesteads of Palang, we
~ crossed a tributary stream coming down from the Har-
mukh mountain, and then following up the course of the -
main river reached Kangan. :

After the storm last night, the morning broke with a
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clear, sunny sky ; and, %s we passed up the valley, we

“saw 1ts beautiful scenery to the best advantage—wood-
land and mountain alike radiant in verdure refreshed by
recent showers. Vegetation is luxuriant everywhere,
and quite conceals from view the little farmsteads scat-
tered along the hill skirt. |

The umbrageous walnut and mulberry clustered about
them hardly attract attention amongst the general
growth of apricot, plum, and apple trees which over-
spread the surface, and conceal from view the little plots
of rice and millets and vetches, or the narrow strips of
amaranth and buckwheat, which, more than the self-
growing fruit-trecs, are the cultivator’s care.

The two last constitute an important item of the
winter diet of the peasant here. The amaranth seed is
consumed i the form of porridge boiled with milk, and
is considered a warm and nourishing food. The other 18
roasted and ground to flour, and then baked in thick cakes
mixed with walnut or apricot oil, which in this country
are in common use for domestic and culinary purposes.

Evening closed at Kangan with a storm of thunder
and lightning on the hills around ; and next morning, as
we followed our path to Gund, a few stray clouds over-
head showered their contents upon us, and then, with-
Irawing to the hill tops, disclosed to our view the
glorious scene we were marching through,

Asve proceeded up the winding course of its stream,
the hills on either side closed in upon the channel of the

Sind river in long slopes of pine and cedar forest which
terminate only at its edges. Bright, grassy glades
opened vistas through the mass of sombre forest, the ge-
‘nerally dull hue of which was agreeably lighted here and
there by foliage of varied form and colour ; whilst rifts in
the overtopping clouds now and again favoured us with
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“4ransient glimpses of rugged peaks projecting against the
' sky, of stupendous banks of bare rock marking the limit
-~ of vegetation, and of snow-clad mountain summits ferm-
ing the junction of radiating spurs. |
~ The air was delightfully fresh and perfumed with the
_honied scent of & multitude of wild flowers,amongst which
- the familiar meadow-sweet claimed welcome recognition
from its abundance. Our men and cattle partook of
1ts enlivening benefits, and showed by their merry song
and buoyant steps that they had already recovered from
the fevers and lassitudes of our Srinaggar halt. On our
way we passed the village of Terewdn, with H4yan on -
the opposite side of the river, and four miles on came to
Hiri, with Ganjawén on the other bank. A little further
on we crossed the river by a bridge similar to those
between Gandarbal and Kangan, and, passing through a
wood, crossed some cultivated fields to Sumbal, and
beyond the village recrossed the river by a bridge, the
span of which 1s, I think, greater than that of any other
we saw on this route. At all events, the vibration was
greater and the undulation of the poles unsteadied one's
galt 1n an uncomfortable manner,

From Gandarbal up to the Nubra valley all these
bridges are exactly alike, and consist merely of two or
three long fir trunks stretched across between buttress
piers of loose boulders built upon either edge of the
torrent, and laid above with cross pieces of rough spf¥log.
They are called Sanga, and seldom have any side railing.
They are only safe to cross on foot, owing to the unsteady -
motion of the poles being apt to make a horse restive.
Laden cattle, too, should only cross one at a time.

Beyond the Sumbal bridge we passed through a strip”
of terraced cultivation to Prdo, and two or three miles
further on halted for ‘breakfast a little way short of



90 . KASHMIR AND KASHGHAR.

- Gund, where our camp, going on, was pitched on a ledge
- overlooking the river—distance fifteen miles. Theroute
traversed up to thil point, and, indeed, up to Rezin,
eight miles further on, is a prosperous though not very

populous tract. The peasantry appeared to be comfort-
- ably off, and their farmsteads well stocked with kine,
ponies, sheep, and goats. In most of the villages the
bee is hived, and at Prio we were presented with a fresh
. honeycomb for our breakfast.

From Gund we marched to Shat Gari, fifteen miles.
For the first three miles, up to Revil, the road is difficult,
and leads across a steep hill slope in parts of which it is
built up against the side of a vertical wall of- rock.
Beyond Revil-—which is a small cluster of farmsteads
embowered amidst splendid walnut trees very pictu-
resquely grouped together at the entrance of the Gmbur
glen, winding up amongst wild hills to the northward—
it passes over a considerable stretch of cultivation which
slopes down to the river in a succession of terraces, and
conducts to the village of Kulan, Here it crosses the
river and traverses the flat reach on which stand the
‘homesteads of Gwipara and Rezin; beyond these it
recrosses to (zaganger, where we breakfasted under the
shade of its walnut trees. |

Onwards from this the road becomes difficult, and lies
for about four miles, with numerous ascents and descents
en route, along the foot of precipitous cliffs which wear
a singularly wild aspect. Rugged ridges top the hills
and shoot up in sharp peaks against the sky ; whilst the
thinning forests on the lower slopes barely hide the
nakedness of their rocks. In many parts the path was
obstructed by the débris of slate and sandstone which
bad fallen from the slopes above, and several loads were
thrown in the passage of these obstructions. We were,.
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however, well supplied with coolies to meet such.contin-

genmes and no loss or delay oceurred. On our return
~ journey this way, the following yeAr, we found this road,

which is called Hang Sattu, had been repaired and made
 easy. Beyond it we crossed the river, and camped on a
flowery meadow lying along its bank, under the shadow
of a forest-covered ridge which concealed from our view
much of the maguificent scenery of the locality.

. At Shat Gari the valley branches off in different diree-
tions, and forms an amphitheatre in the hills, Its undu-
lating surface is covered with a profuse growth of |
flowering plants, and its surroundings present some of
the finest scenery to be found in Kashmir—mountains
and glaciers, forest slopes and pasture meadows, with
sparkhng torrents and gloomy defiles being all combined
in one landscape. Shat Gari, the village of eight or ten
_houses near which we are camped, 13 said to signify
““ The seven hills,” from the number of peaks that enclose

its basin which 13 more commonly called Sona Marg, or
““The golden meadow,” from the flowery slopes at its
further end, where is the village of that name.

The rise in this march is considerable. I made it 1848
feet by the difference in the boiling point of water, which
gave the elevation at Shat Garias 8506 feet. The change
in climate and difference.in teniperature, too, were very
sensible ; the maxima and minima being 78° Fah. and 45°
Fah. respectively, against 83° Fah. and 53 Fah. on the
last day of our stay at Nasim Bagh.

This is a favourite summer resort of tourists in Kash-
mir, and the hills around contain the hunting-grounds of.
the sportsman. The stag, or barasing, ranges thelr forests
and feeds on the grassy glades that break their thick
shades ; the ibex, or kel, disports himself on-their inac-
‘cessible crags, and roams the pastures on their loftiest
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slopes, where the wild goat, or mdrkhor, keeps him
company, and divides the dominion: and the brown
bear, or hdputs, lurks in the gullies and ravines ; whilst
the monal pheasant hides his bright plumage in the
favouring foliage of the woods he inhabits : and the snow
pheasant mixes hisless attractive colours with the similar
hues of the rocks he lives amongst. In winter this region
18 deeply covered with snow, and then the few houses,
- which here constitute the last signs of habitation in this
direction, are deserted by their tenants, excepting such
as are retained here by the governor for the purpose
of keeping open the communication with the ‘country
beyond. | |
From Shat Garli we marched across Sona Marg and,
crossing the river above the village, followed up its
“course to Baltal—“ The foot of the pass "—where we
camped near some log huts which are used as a post
stage and shelter for travellers. Distance twelve miles.
The Sind river is here joined by a considerable tributary
which flows through a picturesque gorge that winds
down from the south-east, whilst the main stream coming
down from the north-east, and which appears the smaller
- of the two, islost to view in the dark, deep chasm of the
Zojibal a little way ahead. Vegetation here—which is the
limit of its luxuriance in this direction—is very profuse,
_ particularly in pasture and flowering plants. I collected
the seeds of several different kinds, which, with others
gathered at various stages on our route, I sent to Dr
- Hooker at Kew, and Mr Anderson Henry at Edinburgh.
I remembered this was the spot indicated to me as the
natural home of the &t or “ costum,” by the carriers we
- et on the march to Srinaggar, but searched the vicinity
of the camp in vain for the plant. Nor could I find
amongst the crowd of coolies about us any one who even
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knew the name. They were for the most part strangers
to the locality, having been collected here from distant
parts of the distriet for the service of this special occa-
sion; and though they could not help me themselves,
one of them got me a native of the locality from the post
huts hard by, who brought me in some specimens from a
hill a few miles off.

Our next stage was to Matayan. Marching next day—
the 7th September—{rom Baltal, we crossed the Zojibal
pass, and shortly after passed from the territory of Kash-
mir proper to that of Tibat., We left behind us a -beau-
tiful country, luxuriant in vegetation ever fresh in the
moist atmosphere of its climate, and entered a region
in the dry air of which no tree and ne herb flourished
away from the banks of itsrivers and water-courses. We |
lost the varied and picturesque scenery of limestones and
~sandstones, with their always pleasing landscapes of wood-
land and pasture, and found instead the dreary wastes
and wilds of schists and shales, of granites and gneiss
rocks, with their interminable monotony of desolation,
only varied by repetition of inhospitable glacier. And
we parted from a well-faveured people who present, in
‘their comely features and robust frames, one of the purest -
forms of that diversified family of the Caucasian race—the
Aryan ; and we met another who as distinctly bear all the
typical characters of that great branch of the Mongol .
stock—the Tatar. And with the change we passed from
one set of dialects to another—from Aryan to Turanian ;
and from professors of one religion to those of another-
from the Musalman to the Budhist. And, finally, on
passing from one region to the other we came upon new
manners andedresses, different plants and different ani-
mals. We found polyandry in place of polygamy, and
the bonnet in place of the turban, We found a pasture
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of peculiar herbs in place of the common grasses. And
~ we found the grunting ox and hybrids in place of the
familiar bullock and kine. The limit between these
two regions of such opposite characters is the water-
‘shed of the Sind and Dras rivers, which trickle away
from it west and east respectively, It is an almost im-
- perceptible saddle-shaped elevation running across the
narrow col about five miles beyond the pass ; and, though
we found only a few scattered wreaths lying under the
shade of its sides, 1t is for eight months of the year buried

. deeply under snow.

The pass itsclf, however, is the great object of atten-
- tion here, as 1t forms the most serious obstacle in the way
of uninterrupted communication with the regions to the
north. It is called Zoji-la by the Tibetans, and Zoji-b4l
by the Kashmiris. The terminal syllable, in the language
of each respectively, signifies * hill pass,” and the proper
name is a corruption of Shivaji or Sheoji, one of the three
great Hindu deities.

The pass 1s closed to traffic during nearly half the year,
and 18 entirely impassable except to post couriers, and
then at peril, during two months. The Envoy of
Atalik Ghazi crossed this pass last December with extreme’
difficulty, and lost, so I was informed here, eleven of
the coolies of his convoy, who perished in a snow-drift, -
- It is crossed by two roads ; one of these follows up the
bed of the river, and passes over the blocks of icg and
snow-drift which block the narrow gorge or gap through
which it flows ; and the other winds up the steep slope
of the hill rising above this gap to the north. The first
13 seldom used owing to its dangers, and is only practic-
avie to footmen; the other is a very fair road, and is kept
in repair by the Kashmir authorities.

We followed the latter route, and at the summit of the
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pass found the elevation by the boiling point of water to

be about 11,400 feet above the sea, and 2118 feet above’

Baltal. The path is very steep and zigzag up the face of

a high cliff which forms one side of the gorge. Our long

file of mules got over very well, and without further loss

than that of two casks of mess liquor, which went over
the side, and were only picked up in the bed of the river

below, where, through their stoved-in sides, the limpid .

waters of the Sind river quicklyreplaced the Scotch whisky

and French brandy which were to have served us through
the winter. The descent on the other side is easy, and
leads down to the river channel above where 1t narrows
and drops suddenly in the gorge. We crossed to the
opposite bank over a mass of hard impacted snow which -

sloped steeply to the gorge. 1_
This pass is of historical interest as being the spot at

which the Yarkand troops of Sultan Said, in 1531 A.D.,

defeated its defenders. The circumstance i3 recorded by

the prineipal actor in the enterprise—Mirza Mubammad

Hydar—in his history of the Mughal Khans of Kashghar.

. He wrote his book in the < city of Kashmir,” or Srinag-
ar, in 1544 A.D., and entitled it T4rikhi Rashidi or
The Annals of Rashid,” who was the reigning Khan of

Kashghar at that time. During our stay in the country

I obtained a good copy of this book, and from its pages

have derived several interesting historical memorials

connected with different parts of the route we traversed.

In his account of this campaign, which was undertaken

as a ghaza or * crescentade” aoainst the infidels of Tibat,:

Sultan Said set out from Yarkand in the last month' of

the Muhammadan year 938, corresponding with April

or May of our year 1531, with an army of 5000 mer;
‘and erossing the Caracoram, came upon his enemies’ first
" settlements in the Nubra valley. His force marched 1n
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two divisions, one of which—under the joint command of
" his son Iskandar, and his minister Mirza Hydar—pro-

ceeded some days in advance, whilst the other tinder

command of Sald himself followed in rear. |

Sultan Safd suffered so severely from difficulty of
breathing in the passage of the highlands—on which he
subsequently died—that his officers, alarmed for his
safety, hurried him off to the lower valleys, and des-
patched messengers to warn Mirza Hydar of the king’s
distress. The first division had advanced in their vie-
torious career as far as Maryol or Ladakh when they
were overtaken-by this intelligence ; and Mirza Hydar,
immediately retracing his steps, joined his master in
Nubra, where he found that the sufferer had quite
recovered from his troubles on passing out of the sphere
of the causes which produced them.

After this the invaders spent four or five months in
active guerilla with the inhabitants, and overran their
thinly peopled valleys, plundering, slanghtering, captivat-
ing, and converting till they had devastated the whole
country. Winter was now approaching, and it was dis-
covered that the country was incapable of supporting
their numbers until the return of spring should enable
them to retrace their steps across the passes,

-1t was consequently decided to divide their force, and
seek winter quarters elsewhere. Sultan Safd with one
thousand men penetrated into the Balti country; which is
described as situated between Badakhshan and Bolor, and

. was received as a guest by its chief, one Bahram Toe. He
and his people, it would seem, were Musalmans—proba-
bly of the heretic Shia sect ; for the Yarkandis—of the

—sgthodox Sunnt creed—treated them in a very un-
brotherly fashion, and abused their host’s hospitality
by turning his subjécts out of their houses, killing
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the men, enslaving the women and appropna.tmg their
chattels. -

Mirza Hydar, with the youthful [skandar and the
other four thousand of the force, minus a small detach-
ment left 1n Nubra, set out to make their way info
~ "Kashmir. They arrived at the Zojibal pass about
November or December and found it deep in snow, and
defended by four hundred of the enemy—apparently
“ people of Dras. These, however, were soon put to flight
by the overwhelming number of their assailants, and the
Yarkandis, hurrying on, reached Srinaggar on the second
. evening, camping only one night midway ; thus fighting
a battle, and marching at least seventy miles within the
space of forty-eight hoeurs.

At Srlnagﬂ‘ar they were hospitably received by the
king, one Muhammad Shah, who enlivened the monotony
of the winter months by celebrating a marriage between
. his daughter and the Yarkand prince,

In the ensuing spring the crescentaders issued from
their respective retreats. The rigours of the winter in
Balti, 1t would secm, somewhat chilled the fervour of
Sultan Said’s religious zeal, for he set out ferthwith to re-
turn to his capital. On reaching the elevated plateaux
he was again seized with his former ailment, and, though.
- hurried on by double stages towards the place where the
- difficulty of breathing or da,m 13 known to cease, he ex-
pired midway, only a few miles from the Caracoram pass,
just twelve months after he had set out on thlS ill-fated,
expedition.

On his departure from Nubra Safd had ordered Mirza
Hydar to prosecute the ghaza, and carry the victorious
banner of Islam into the very metropolis of the infid€ls
—to Aorsang, or Ouchang, or Ilassa itself—consequently

the Kashmir division set out from Maryol on the enter-
o )
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© prise wﬁhout delay, as the goal of their a,mbltwn was dis-
" " tant a journey of two months. The force endured incredible
sufferings and. losses from cold, privation, and effects of
altitude, and after wandering about for two months
were compelled to retreat on Maryol before they had ac-
complished half the distance to their destination. - They
"now learned of the death of Said, of the revolution in
Kashghar, and the aceession to the-throne of his eldest
son, Sultan Rashid, by the murder of Mirza Hydar’s
uncle, Sayyid Muhammad Khan—who had seized on the
government in favour of Iskandar—and of the recall of
Iskandar with the army, and of the proscription of Mirza
Hydar. The winter was now setting in, and the joint
commanders decided on sharing what fortune provided
together. By deaths and desertions their force had been
reduced to five hundred men.  With these they seized the
fort of Kalasiya or Cali Shiya, and in it held out till
spring, subsisting on the ten thousand sheep they had
captured on their way down. With the opening of the
roads they invaded Rang Shigar, and after ravaging the
country for two months finally returned to Maryol, where
the remnant of the force dispersed to return as best they
ecould to Yarkand. On the approach of the third winter
Mirza Hydar and Iskandar, with their following reduced
to fifty men, sct out together to seek a saler retreat.
By the time they reached the Caracoram their men
were reduced to twenty-seven. Of these, four returned
with Iskandar to Yarkand, and the rest followed
- Mirza Hydar on his venturesome journey by an un-
known track through Rashgam and Pamir to Badakhshan.
And thus ended the Yarkand invasion of Tibat in
“T321—the first and last from that direction of which we
have any record.
- To resume the narrative of our march, whence we
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~digressed for this historical memorandum. After ecross-
inf thesZoji La to the opposite bank of the river-bed the
path follows up its course, to the water-shed, the eleva-
‘tion of which is, by hypsometric observation, 11,300
feet. Beyond it the route passes down the * col,” along
the gradually growing stream of the Dras river, and over
a moorland covered with turf and peat beds down to a

tributary from a glatier close on the right. We here
first came upon the marmots for which this locality 1s

- famous,” Further on the road, crossing other tributaries,
conducts to Matdyan. Distance 14 miles. Thereare no
trees here, but there 1s a good deal of cultivation, mostly.
barley, on the long strip of alluvidim which here forms the
valley. The change in climate and scene is sudden and
complete. The birch and willow, with some juniper, soon
cease beyond the water-shed, and then the hills assume
that dreary, bare, trecless aspect which 1s their character
throughout the rest of our journey. The air too 1s sen-
sibly drier and lighter, whilst the change in phy-
siognomy, dress, and language are no less strange.  Dras,

13 miles, was our next stage. It is a collection of half-
a-dozen hamlets dispersed over the mmequalities of a
spacious basin in these close set hills, and forms the
capital of the Dras distriet which extends from Zojila to
Chbannagund. In the centre of the basin 1s a smali

- square fort with a garrison of fifty men, and adjoining
if 1s the fahsil or  collectorate ™ of the governor of the
district. It overlooks a gdrden surrounded by poplar -
and willow plantations, whose fresh foliage met the eye
agreeably in the midst of the general poverty of the

 scene, and afforded us a welcome shelter from the sun’s
rays which here possess an unexpected power, exefﬁ/-r
plified amongst our party by several cases of ephemeral

" fever and headache. The elevation of Dras is about
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10,150 feet, and snow lies on the greund for two to three
months in winter, to the depth of a foot or more. - Some-
times it lies fér weeks together to a depth of three or four
feet, and completely closes the route through this valley.
Further on its usual depth diminishes to a few inches at
Kargil. Our route led down the narrow winding valley
of the Dras river, to whose banks the hills slope direct 1n
a succession of bare uninviting rock, and presented no
objects of interest except, perhaps, the prangos—called
by the natives prangéz—which we here first met, and
the river-bed itself which—where we crossed 1t by
bridge—half a mile below the village of Pandras, forms
a narrow, furrowed, and scooped channel over an outcrop-
ping stratum of green serpentine. It extends for some
miles till the river enters the Dras basin. Here we
crossed it again to reach our camp ground by one of
those log bridges common to this country, and which,
" for us, had a melancholy interest as the unsteady sup-
port from which Mr Cowie—an English gentleman tra-
velling in these parts some six or eight years ago—iell into
the river whilst crossing on horseback, and was drowned.
On the march we met some small parties of coolies
carrying tca on its way to Srinnagar. The loads were
packed in oblong bundles sewed up in sheepsking, and
were carried on the back in a sort of wooden saddle
worn like a knapsack. The porter carried in his hand a
T-shaped stick, on which now and again he supported his
. burthen to take rest and recover breath. The tea came
" from Hlassa, and had been conveyed stage by stage on
the backs of different sets of coolies, each set only carry-
ing across the limit of their own district. At Dras most

" ot the cattle and coolies provided for our camp by the
Kashmir authorities were changed. The ponies were
hardy, sure-footed, and active little animals, and in our
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~subsequent experience proved excellent baggagers; whilst, _
as for the Tatar coolies, in patiemt endurance, cheerful
~ service, and few wants, they bear away the palm from all
of their class, But their merits are best appreciated at a
respectable distance, for they are the least washed and
| most scented gentry anywhere to be met with,
| | The natives of this distriet are Shid Musalmans pro-
fessedly, but in physiognomy resemble the Tatars we
come to further on, and with whom they consort freely.
Their dress 1s a compromise between that of the Kash-
mirt and the Bhot, and but for the turban some of them
wear they are not to be distinguished by the stranger
from the Bhot, to whose speech their own assimilates.
Their complexion, however, is generally fairer than that
~ of the Bhot, and some of them show very distinct traces
of intermixture with Kashmir blood. They seem,
indeed, to be merely Muhammadanised Tatars forming
the connecting link between the divergent Aryan and
Turanian types. - Few of them understand any but their
own language, and they even have different names for
their several villages and camping stages to those used
for them by the Kashmiris. Thus they call Dras—Him-
baps ; Matdyan—Ambuti; Pandras—Pran, &e. And the
coolies in our camp here amongst themselves spoke
different dialects, accotding to the districts they came
from, though they all seemed to understand each other
pretty well. 1 commenced making a vocabulary, but
found the diversity at cach stage so great that I aban-.
doned the task as hopeless. During our halt at Leh,
however, 1 collected a few hundred words, and com-
paring them with those jotted down on the march found
three distinct dialects of the same language were in~iSe
on the line of our route. The language of these Tatars—
as are the people themselves—is called Bhot by the Kash-
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mirig, It is entirely different from the Kashmiri and
" its cognate dialects of Dardistan apd Kafiristan, or of
" Badakhshan and Wakhan, and bears no resemblance to
the Turki and Calmaghi spoken in Kashghar..

From Dras we marched to Thasgim—sixteen miles—
and on quitting camp passed three stone pillars standing
on the roadside. They were four or five feet high, and
were sculptured with representations of Hindu gods.
How they came here, or anything of their history, no-
body could tell us. Our route followed the river course
down a narrow winding valley with many hamlets and
considerable cultivation on the small flats which occupied
the turns of the stream from side to side. We observed
many stacks of lucerne—here called buksuk, and at Leh
chhumpo—and prangos piled in the roadside fields as
' winter fodder for the cattle of this country—the hybrid
- between the yak (bos grunniens) and the domestic cow,
which 1s called 2h0 and zhdmo for the male and female
respectively. ' There are several cross-breeds between the
hybrid and the parent stocks, but they are not common
nor so valued as the simple hybrid. The zho is véry
enduring and docile, and is preferred in the plough and
under the load to the more hardy but restive yak, whilst .
the 2hdmo is said to give a more abundant and steady
supply of milk than the common cow, and that on a
limited and not very varied diet.}

Our next march was a long and fatigiing one of
twenty-two miles to Kargil, where we halted the 12th
- September. For the first two hours the route leads down
the river course, which is here very narrow and rock-
bound, and then, after crossing some rough ground, rises
Towa small flat on which stands the solitary police station
of Kharbo. At a mile or two out of camp it crosses the
river by a log bridge thrown across to an approaching
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clif. The passage round the rock to regain the road
beyond is very narrow, and dangerous from its position
on the brink of a precipice, at the foot of which surges
the angry torrent of the river.

We found here, as at the many similar passages we
subsequently crossed on our journey through this terri-
tory, a number of coolies stationed to assist our baggage
train, and all were passed over without accident.

Beyond the police station we came to the ruined walls
of some huts, which my guide told me marked the site of
a hamlet formerly occupied by some gold-diggers who
worked in the steep slope of the hill forming the opposite
side of the river channel. They had run a gallery some-
way into the hill, and used to wash the auriferous soil 1
the river with profit till, one day the loose earth sub-~
siding buried a number of their men, and the accident
being looked on as an interposition of Providence, the
enterprise was abandoned, and the colony dispersed.

From this we descended and ascended a succession of
spurs abutting on the river, which on the opposite side
receives the clear blue waters of the Shingo as a tribu-
tary to its own turbid stream, and rising up to the high
bank of granite boulders on which Channagund—or, as
the Tatars call it, Piliskimbo—stands, alighted for break-
fast while the baggage filed past.

Resuming our route we came, at two or three miles,
g0 the junction of the Thangskam river’ with that of
Dras, and, mounting over a rough promontory ot gneiss,
followed up its course, leaving the Dras river away to’
our left, and after three miles of rough road came to
Kargil. The opposite bank from the Dras river upwards
is lined with villages which top the thin strips of freids
and orchards built up in terraces from the river’s brink,
and extend all the way up to Powen opposite Kargil.

B S
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Between Channagund and Kargil there is neither eul-
‘tivation nor habitation on the route we followed. The
road is very rough and broken, and when we passed was
crosed by the débris of two mud avalanches which had
burst out from the gullies above after unusual Tain some
two months ago. One of them where it fell into the
river was about 250 yards across, ahd in its descent—on
“the authority of my guide, a native of Kargil—swept
away forty head of cattle and the three shepherds
tending them.,

Kargil is a very picturesque spot at the Junction of
the Surd and Paskyum or Wakhd rivers, whose united
streams form the Thangskam. It is a considerable vil-
lage spread over the well wooded slopes which overlook
the noisy waters-meet below, and the flourishing culti-
va#on of Powen on the opposite shore.

It is the capital of the district of the same name, which
extends from the junction of the Thangskam with the
Dras river to the Photola pass, and has a fort and collec-
torate. The latter is situated at the top of the village,
~ and comprises some neat and commodious buildings, the
shady terraces in front of which accommodated our camp.
- The fort commands the read at the junction of the
rivers, and is sitnated on an isolated boulder bed in the
stream of the Suri river which rushes past on each side
with ceascless din, It communicates with the shore by
most rickety bridges, supported in spans upon unstable-
looking piles of boulder and brushwood.

Here we saw a grand collection of the people of the
district, who had been assembled for the service of the
camp, and found a strange mixture of Budhist and Musal-
man together, and apparently quite indifferent to the pre-
Judices of creed which reign so supreme in the country
we had left behind. Indeed, the country so far as we
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have come on this side of Kashmir shows no monuments
 betokening the predominance or even the cultivation of
either one religion orthe other, and neither masjidand zia-
rat, nor gonpa and chhorten meet the eye to tell of Musal-
man or Budhist devotee. But in the crowd of seven or
eight hundred men gathered about our camp the mixture
of the two was very evident, and indicated the existence
here of both creeds as on a neutral ground. The people
are all alike called Bhot, though many amongst them are
Musalmans of the despised heretic or Shid sect; and they
all present a very marked physiognomy of the Tatar
type. I saw many faces which elsewhere would have
been pronounced as Chinese. |

" Tn the afternoon of our halt here the people of the
place got up a game of polo for our amusement, and more
for their own. It is the national sport of this country,
and every. village has its level strip of polo ground care-
fully kept for the practice of this excreise. The display,
 however, we witnessed in the native home of the game
was a poor affuir compared with what one sees 1n the
countries of its adoption.) The keen zest and enjoyment
of both horse and rider, however, made amends for the
want of speed and dexterity which one sees exhibited
amongst ourselves, and the clumsy horsemanship was
covered by the merry good-nature and docility of
the rider and his little steed. |

" On the conclusion of the game some of the men exhi-
bited their equitation by picking a rupee off the ground
- whilst riding past without quitting the saddle. 1t was
no preat feat from the back of a pony no bigger than an
English donkey, and whose pace was curbed to that of
the proverbially obstinate creature to whose height I -have
compared his. The sport afforded a deal of merriment,
however, amongst the crowd of spectators, owing to the
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laughable efforts made by some, and the awkward tumbles

" ‘of others in thefr eager efforts'to clutch the prize; and
was followed by a general scramble for handsful of
coppers thrown amongst the crowd, a struggle which
called forth a boisterous activity, wonderful to say, un-
marred by a single jar of ill-temper.

Indeed, as our further acquaintance with them proved,
these people possess a simplicity and-geniality of disposi-
tion seldom to be met with, and are, according to their
standard, a thriving and contented community. The
crowd of them assembled here from all parts of the dis-
trict were warmly clad and well nourished, and appeared
generally comfortably off for men in their position.

It was here we first met the Tatar costume with which
our subsequent journey made us more familiar. Most of
the men wore the Bhot bonnet, or t2p7, and carried a sheep
or goatskin slung across the back. The bonnet is a mere
bag of some strong woollen or goat’s hair texture, and
hangs jauntily on one side of the head which fills its
opening, with the queue coiled in its interior. or hang-
ing down the back. For the Bhot wears his hair in the
old style plaited into a tail, the length of which he is not
too proud to increase by the artificial aid of braided wool.
He is fond of ornament too, and decorates his bonnet
with a bunch of flowers plucked from the weeds growing

. amongst his crops, or with the bright marigold which he
patronises in the shelter of his homestead. He wears
rings of gold or silver wire, strung with beads of red

~coral and green turquoise, in his ears, and carriesa big boss
of amber or agate suspended as a necklet charm on his
breast., The mantle of sheep or goatskin, called hytqgor,
18 worn slung across the back by a cord which crosses
the chest.obliquely over one shoulder. It is cured with
the hair or wool on, and is used as a protection for the loins
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against the cold winds of the country.: The people of
K afiristan which, from what I have heatd of that country, -
is a somewhat similar mountain region to this, wear a
mantle of the same kind which, from its usual colour, 1s
called siydh post, or * black skin,” by their brethren con-
verted to-Islam; and they are by them, consequently,
distinguished from other pagan tribes by the appellation
stydh post Kafir, er “pagans of the black skin.,” This
term has been strangely misunderstood and rendered as
stydh posh, or * clothed in black,” a term which is far more
appropriately applicable to the indigo-dyed dress of the
Afghans themselves, or to us, or any other people who
wear clothes of a more or less dark colour, than to the
mountaineer of Kafiristan, whose usual dress is a woollen
home-made stuff of the natural hue, and not the gro-
tesque costume I have seen represented 1n a photograph
of a reputed Kafir in his national dress. |
"t The rest of the dress of the Bhot peasant is very sim-
ple. A loose shirt of coarse cotton is covered by a long
frock of thick and strong woollen material. They are
bound round the waist by a leather belt, over which pass
the folds of a long scarf whose ends hang over the loose
trowsers; and these, like the scarf, are of the same texture
asthe frock. Coarse woollen socks cover the feet, which
are farther encased in clumsy shoes of felt and leather
patch-work, or in boots of sheepskin worn with the wool
inside; whilst the legs are protected by the folds of a long
woollen bandage, ornamented with an edging of varied:
colours. From his belt hang the several indispensabiﬂ
items of his travelling equipment, or indeed of his mo-
“mentary requirements of ordinary life. . His single-bladed
knife, carried in a leather sheath, hangs on one side.with
a flint case which seemsall brass binding; and a pouch-bag
for tea and tobaeco, and odds and ends, with his bright
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iron pipe, hangs on the other. "Whilst in the capacious

“interior of his f8b are stowed away his bag of parched

barley-meal, or as often a lump of its dough half-stewed
by the heat of his body, and the wooden bow! from which
he eats it. Suspended obliquely across his back is what
looks like a quiver, but our peaceable Bhot carries neither
bow nor arrow, nor other weapon of war, and his suspi-

cious looking eylinder of wood, fluted and chased with
patterns of simple design, is only his tea-churn:

From Kargil the road crosses the river in front of the
fort by three or four log bridges which are connected by
a line of embankment, and rising out of the hollow for
four or five miles leads across a high undulating tract of
gravel which occupies the angle between the two rivers,

- and then descends into the Paskyum valley.,

The successive reaches on either shore as the river
winds down the valley are occupied by flourishing little
hamlets ; these are surrounded by their corn fields and
plantations of willow and poplar, and present a pleasing
picture of prosperity amidst the bare rocks around.

Beyond them the valley contracts suddenly at a gorge ’
(on the cliffs to the right of which the remains of stone
parapets surmounted by the ruins of a fort attract
notice, as evidences of some conqueror's destructive
work), through which the road passes over some very
rough ground. The path is very narrow and overlooks
the river, as it scoops its way through a narrow passage
10 the serpentine rocks, up to Lotsum, a village of thirty
or forty houses. |

We alighted here for breakfast, and then resuming our
route followed up the river course, crossing its stream
81X or seven times by bridges, through a contracted, tor-
tuous, and wild defile of bare rocks of serpentine; con-
glomerate, chlorite and schistose shales which close in
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upon the water channel in a confused succession and
no order. The path had been repaired and cleared of
stones, &c. for our journey, but in parts was very narrow
and difficult. We found a number of coolies posted all
along the route at the difficult spots—where the path had
been built up across clefts in the shelving rocks, or where
it wound round a projecting bluff, or lay across a bridge
—to aid our cattle in case of accident.

At about eight miles from Lotsum the defile widens
into a more open valley in which stands the village of
Shargol. We camped near it on a turfy reach in a bend
of the river. Distance, eighteen miles from Kargil.

Here we came upon the first monument of the Budhist
faith we had yet met in our march, and from this onwards
until we passed on to the uninhabited wastes of the Tibat
highlands, we saw no trace of any other creed. It was
a mdné phdné built on the bank overlooking our camp,
and was nothing but a broad wall of loose-set stones; 1ts
measurements were ninety-three paces long, eight paces |
wide, and four feet high, On the northside Of the wall and
exactly midway, was a square slab of stone set upright
in a covered recess, and carved in very low relief with
ficures of Budh and his priests. On each side of it was
a slab similarly set, and covered with writing chiselled
on its surface. The broad top of the wall in all 1ts sur-
face was thickly strewed with a multitude of undressed
stones, flat boulders, and slabs of slate, each of which was
carefully inscribed with an unvarying formula of letters
lightly chisclled on the surface. The writing was read
to us by a Budhist priest as om mane padme hom, dnd
was said to be the Budhist form of invoking the Deity.

We subsequently saw several others of these mdné
phdné, and one at Leh nearly half a mile long. The
inscribed stones set on the top are deposited by the laity —
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for whom the priest or lamma does the writing—to pro-
 pitiate the Deity for the souls of defunct relatives, for
" protection against evil, for favour in some enterprise, or
for the.attainment of some desire or other—of which in
their variety the Bhot mind is as susceptible as that of
~ more tutored peoples. The mdné is held in reverence by
the people, and in passing is always kept on the right
“hand. s : |
Our next march to Kharbo was fourteen miles. The
first part of the route was up a well cultivated valley, the
fields of which, sloping down to the river in wide terrace
slopes,were stacked with the new-cut corn, or waving in
yellow crops of wheat and barley ready for the sickle.
At the entrance to the valley we passed under the
Gonpa or ‘“monastery ” of Mulbé, one of those extraor-
dinary cliff-perched habitations which in this country
form so characteristic a feature in the landscape, and
further on stopped to examine an isolated rock, standing
by the roadside mid-valley, which caught the eye at a
distance by the bright drapery fluttering in the breeze
from its summit. |
On the north face of the rock is earved the g1gantic
figure called Chamba, which Dr Henderson has photo-
graphed ; and at its basé stands a little hut in which are
kept the paraphernalia for his periodical service. On its
summit are fixed two poles, each of which is topped by a
bell-shaped mitre or copper cap; beneath the cap hangs
a white calico petticoat of three flounces, trimmed with
a deep border of red cloth. This figure, according to
Cunningham, only dates from about 1620 A.p., when -
Budhism was restored in the country after its suppression,
in the beginning of the century by the Muhammadan _
ruler of Iskardo. There is a similar figure, also called
Chamba, on an isolated rock near the village of Diggar,
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which we sawon our return journey ; but the poles with
the mitre and gown were absent. In both the figures
are perfect, and are sald to have been concealed from the
Muhammadan invaders from Kashmir and Iskardo by
building up the face of the rock with a wall of stone and
plaster of mud, fronted by a hut as if the residence of a
recluse. In both localitics the remains of this deviece
are still traceable on.the face of the rock.

Beyond the Chamba figure, continuing up the valley
through a succession of corn ficlds and hamlets with
their outlying chhorten, we turned away from the Wakhé
river, and proceeding up a dry gully winding amongst
bare schistose slopes, topped by banks of conglomerate
and ridges of stratified limestone, crossed the Namika
pass, about 11,900 fect high by aneroid indication, and
descended by a long slope to the valley of the Shitang
Iiver, which flows north towards Iskardo.

"We here turned to the right, and following up the
course of the river in a south-east direction passed along
a fertile tract similar to that we had left on the other
side of the pass, and camped at Kharbo. Here the ele-
vation by hypsometric observation 1s about 11,350 feet.
This is an apparently recently built village at the base
‘of a precipitous cliff on the very summit and topmost
ledges of which are the ruins of a former village. Hven
the chhorten here appear quite new, and the coating of
olistening mica clay with which they are whitewashed
wears all the freshness of recent application. The envoy.
told me that, when he passed this way three years ago, -
the upper village was inhabited, and we were intormed
by villagers that it was deserted two years ago, owmg
to .a hefwy fall of snow breaking in the roofs. -

Our march on this stage was a most interesting one to
me from the more declared character of the living Bud-
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‘hism amongst which we found ourselves—a creed and

‘polity I had heretofore only been acquainted with
- through 1ts relics so plentiful amidst the ruins of Yusuf-
zal. Fhe village of Takcha, which drew attention across
the valley as we approached camp, piled up as it is
Budhist fashion on precipitous projections of an isolated
chff detached from the ridge behind it, foreibly re-
minded me of many a similarly sitvated town the ruins
of which still top the bare erags and uneven summits of
‘the treeless ridges that indent the Yusufzai plain.

Our further progress through this country enabled me
to compare the living form of the faith here with its
extinet remains there, and my imagination peopled
afresh with their ancient tenants the ruined cities of
Takhti Bahi, and Rani Gatt, of Sawul Dher, and Sahri
Bahlol, and many others. But how different the picture
of the past from the reality of the present, I shall have
to tell farther on,



CHAPTER 1V.

From Kharbo we marched to Lammayuru, fourteen
miles. The road leads up the defile over a succession of
knolls of conglomerate rock, and at about the fitth mile
crosses the river by a spar bridge to the little village of
- Hanadku. Beyond this the river comes down from the
Kanji valley through a deep and dark cleft in thg ver-
tical eliffs of the slaty mountains to the right of the
road, and where it debouches on the Kharbo valley is
joined by a thready rivulet which drains the long slopes
of the Photo La range ahead.

We followed up the main channel of this latter stream, -
and by an casy, gradual ascent rose to the crest of the
Photo La pass, where is a conspicuous chhorten. , 1
alighted here to take the clevation by the boiling point
of water, and found it about 13,670 feet. The view
from this spot is extensive, and singularly monotonous in
the repetition of its dreary aspect. In whichever direc~
tion the eye is turned it is met by the same unvaried
prospect of long slopes of crumbling schist, topped by
gerrated pewks of the vertical strata of slate—the more
prominent in their dark shades against the snow lodged
on the ledges between them-——and backed by towering -
ranges of perpetual snow. No valley intervenes to
break the interminable maze of mountain ridges, no
forest appears to gladden the prospect, nor is a vestige
of pasture traceable to mitigate the rough sterility of

the scene.
. .
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The only object of interest in the near landscape—and
" 1t needs be loeked for, so little discernible are its consti-
tuent elements in the dull uniformity of colour and
shade pervading the prospect—is the monastery of Lam-
mayuru, whose mud-coloured huts and weather-worn
chhorten are dimly traceable in the dark shadows at the
bottom of the descent down which our route lies.
Descending the gully, we approached this extraor-
dinary habitation in the solitude of these inhospitable
and rugged mountains, and camping on some terraced
slopes under the shadow of two cliffs on whose topmost
summits the monastery is perched, found our attention
for the moment diverted from the prompted contempla-
tion of those mysterious causes which influence reason-
ing man in the election of his mode of life—here to us
s0 strangely and strikingly exemplified—by the more
immediate bustle of the no less strange scene that sur-
_rounded us. '

- The limited area of the shelving little basin, bordered
above by its lines of mane and rows of chhorten, was
covered with a confused crowd of docile Bhots, obstre-
perous yaks, and frisky ponies; and was strewed in"
characteristic disorder with piles' of firewood, stacks of
fodder, and sacks of corn; all of which, with other sup-
plies, had been collected here for the use of our party.
- The scene of plenty and activity in the still solitude
of this barren spot was probably as rare a sicht to its
phlegmatic inhabitants as was that of such a party as

- ours amongst them, and the red garments of the Lammas
moving amongst the erowd testified to their having made
the occasion one for a holiday.

During the afternoon, Captain Chapman and I went
up the steep in rear of the cliff to explore the Gonpa or
 Lammasary on its summit, and at the top of the ascent
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were cordially welcomed by some very jovial looking
priests. whose shaven crowns and rotund figures— barely =
concealed by their loose gowns and covering mantle—
spoke of very comfortable fare ; whilst the heavy sen-
- sual expression of their features, and merry. mood of
mind told that the life of the Buddhist monk i3 not one
* g0 entirely of privation and vigil as the solitude of his
situation and poverty of his eountry, apart from she
proper duties of his profession, would lead one to expect.
Our obliging friends very good-naturedly conducted
us through the intricate mazes of their dwelling, and
without the least prejudice or hesitation introduced us
to the mysteries of their “sanctum sanctorum.” This
was a succession of three low-roofed, dark chambers, the
obscurity of which was dimly lighted by the flames: of
half-a-dozen cotton wicks, or spiles, stuck upright in as
many pods of butter, set in little brass howls which were
ranged in front of the idols. These last were supported. .
against the wall on a raised planking, and enshrouded by
hanging curtains of embroidered wool and silk drapery,
and were but indistinctly observable in the obscurity of:
their mysterious retreat. = The idols bore very much the
Jlook of common Hindu deities, though they represented
a different mythology, and on the shelf in front of them
lay a number of the lingam and yum emblems -noughly_ |
modelled out of lumps of barley-meal paste. We were
here received by the head Lamma, and half-a-dozen
others all arrayed in full canonicals, and standing in a .
semicircle with their instruments of music ready in °
hand. And at a nod from our attendants they assailed
us with a most diabolic confusion of sounds which, within
the close walls of their temple, produced none of the
more appropriate 1mpressions we subsequently expe-

" rienced under different conditions. The walls of one of
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the chambers are painted with pictures representing
~ ‘episodes in the lives of particular deities whose merality
18 exhibited 1n a vicious form, whilst the shelves of an-
other are piled with carefully folded manusecripts replete
with Buddhist lore. |

From these we passed out through a rough little
doorway on to a small open court which was nearly
filled by a circular tope surmounted by a chhorten, and
from its parapet looked down the straight drop of the
cliff on which it stood on te our camp below, and across
the narrow valley on to the gravelly slope of the Oppo-
site hill on which near its base was set the Buddhist:
prayer, Om mane padme hon, in gigantic characers
formed of bright white pebbles,
. We then entered some other low and narrow cham-
“bers which appeared to be the dormitories and refec-

torics of the monks, and 1n one of them found two nuns
engaged in working up some meal into dough for the
“evening repast. They were hard-featured bony-looking
creatures, and seemed to be the drudgces of the establish-
ment. They did not cease their work even to turn and
gaze upon us as we passed. These chambers, like the
others appropriated to the service of their gods, were
mean and dirty howvels, and led by a wood staircase
down to some similar chambers full of stable litter, and
. evidently the stalls of the ponies, cows, and goats of the
monastery. The view from the windows of the upper
rooms looked on one side up the gully we had come
- down, and on the other down a dismal defile that lay
before us ; whilst In front 1t was faced by the blank array
of bare gravel and clay banking up the foot of the hill
that closed the valley on that side, and in rear was over-
looked by the rugged heights of a hill similarly desolate
and bare. A more tiresome and stupefying prospect is-
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‘not to be conceived, and is, doubtless, coupled with the

weary-monotony of their existence, one cause of the dis-
reputable lives the monks lead. For during nearly half
the year they are doomed to idleness, shut up in their
inaccessible retreats by the frosts and snows of winter.

There are twenty monks ({amma) and eight nuns (kvms)

attached to this monastery (gonpa). They appear to be
a happy community, and by no means discontented with
their lot. Our guides showed us some malt liquor pre-
pared from the huskless barley of this country. It is
called chhang, and is the daily drink of the monks who,
~under its influences, get comfortably fuddled and fat.
A spirit is also distilled from the same malt, and is only
used on special occasions when the community is per-
mitted to revel in drunkenness. Their superior is always

appointed from Hlassa, but the rest are recruited in the |

country, the second son of every family being dedicated
to the priesthood. These lay priests, if I may so style
the Bhots, who are thus dedieated to the church, wear
the lamma dress, but pursue the ordinary avocations of
life till called to the cloistérs, according to the require-
ments of their church, when they must renounce the
world, and assume the celibate life of the monk., With
the nuns the monastic life is optional, and apparently
is only adopted by the friendless and homeless.

The monasteries are supported by the people, and -

coverned by the Dalay Lamma (whose seat 1s Hlassa) 4s
the head of the faith, through subordinate Lammas ap-

pointed by him. The priesthood thus provided for pass -

life with less of its cares and troubles than fall to the lot
of most mortals, and by all evidences their service in the

church is none of self-denial, nor of pious devotion to

the pure doctrine enunciated by their great lawgiver.

| On the contrary, it is a vain repetition of meaningless.
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formules, and the degraded worship of images, without
‘discipline of mind or body. And it flourishes here
without a rival amongst a people steeped in the grossest
lgnorance and most timid superstition. = A people who,
In every change in the elements, and every accident of
daily Iife, see the intervention of an offended deity, or
the malignity of an evil spirit ; and whose whole anxiety
18 to appcase the one, and -avert the other through the
mediation of their priests who are the only depositories
of their mental culture. This institution of the priest-
hood, however, coupled with that of polyandry which
obtains amongst this people, is not without its benefits’
and, perhaps under the existing conditions, owes . its
endurance to its adaptation to the requirements of the
country. And the two together are probably the forms
of polity best suited to the existence of the popula-
tion as a peaceable, well ordered, and industrious com-
munity. / | .

It is the custom for the brothers of one family to
have a single wife in common, and for the children to
take the name and obey, as head of the family, the
eldest husband. By this means, and the transfer of so
many to & life of celibacy in the monasteries, the populas
~tion is kept down to a proportion which the country is
capable of supporting. For the only parts of it which
are habitable are the narrow valleys through which its
rivers flow, and thé little nooks in the mountains which
are watered by their torrent tributaries.

The populationof the Ladakh province of Kashmir, from
this place to Nubra, is roughly estimated at 80,000 houses
or, réckaning seven per house, 210,000 souls. And after
passing through the country, that figure seems to me to

represent fully the number of mouths it is capable of
feeding.
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- Consequently it would seem that polyandry and
Budhism, each subservient to the other, and both to the
requirements of the locality, are practically the institu-
tions best .suited to the country, and owe to this cause
their survival of the Mahommedan propaganda which
have been established, and flourish in the more produc-
tive countries to the north and south.

Otherwise it is net easy to account for the failure of

the crescentade from Yarkand in the sixteenth century,
nor for the cessation of the Mahommedan conquerors of
Kashmir in their carcer of victory and conversion at
“the fronticr of the country. " Their polygamous institu-
tions, and more expansive polity, if forced upon the
country, must have produced a hard struggle for bare
existence, and endless forms of internal violence and
disorder would have come into operation to keep down
life to a supportable limit.

" As it is, under the existing institutions, the population
is kept not only within the limit capable of supporting’
lifo in the country, but of living as a peaceful, happy,
and well-ordered community amongst whom violent
crime is a rare offence, and litigation happily at a
minimum. Such being the case, we may pardon the
harmless superstition of the people, and weigh gently

" the faults of their priests,

We left Lammayuru to its solitude and gloom early
next morning in pursuit of our route. The sky was
dull and overcast with a lead-coloured stratum of cloud
which increased the sombre hucs of the mountains, and-
intensified the dismal shades of the deep cleft defile

through which we set out from camp, the while affording
us a view of the country in a most depressing and melan-
choly form of its aspect.

Our path led down between some lacustrine banks of
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fine clay into a deep, and dark, winding defile, over-
*"looked by some isolated pillars of gravel which stood
sentry-like on the steep slopes at its upper end, and
which by their tabular tops, inclined to a plane parallel
with that of the slope on which they stood, bore evi-
dence of the considerable wearing away of the soil
around them. |

It then crossed from side to side following a thready
httle stream, fringed with the coltsfoot and erowfoot
and other plants delighting in a moist soil, through a
succession of clefts in the rock; and traversing steep
slopes of loose disintegrated slate by a soft unstable
track which looks down upon tremendous precipices
below, and up at stupendous heights above, finally
brought us®o the bettom of the gully where 1t joins a
defile through which flows a clear blue stream coming
down from the Zanskar hills to our right. We went
down this tortuous defile by a carefully built path along
*the river’s banks across the slopes of rock and débris |
which form them, and crossing the stream by spar
bridges two or three times en route emerged into the
more spacious valley of the Indus, here called Singhe
Khababs, on whose opposite bank is scen the high road
from Ladakh to Iskardo and Gilgit. My guide, here
pointing to the sandy and gravelly slopes of the Zanskar
stream where it joined the Indus, informed me that the
people of Iskardo were in the habit of coming here every
spring to search for gold brought down by the first
‘meltin gs of the winter snow. |

The Indus here flows between overshelving banks of
conglomerate and gravel, amongst which are imbedded
masses of rolled granite resembling the great boulders of
the same.rock which strew the surface along our route,
at the foot of the slate and schist slopes which bound
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" 'F
the valley on either side. - Its strea.m presents a turbid

+and boeisterous current rolling noisily over the rocks' -
obstructing its way.

At a mile or more from Khalsi, we crossed the river by
a spar bridge thrown across a gap in the hard blue slate
over which it here flows, and passing through the little
fort which occupies the rock at the farther end joined the
high road to Iskardo, or as often pronounced Skardo.
Like that on the opposite bank, it is a broad track over
the hard gravelly ground, strewed with rolled blocks of
granite, which forms the strip of land betwcen the river
and the bounding slopes of slate and schist débrs.

Near the entrance to the village are some mane and
chhorten, and many of the latter are observed dotting
the surface on the outskirts of the village. They are
the monumental receptacles of the ashes of defunct -
Lammas and lay Buddhists of distinction, and are set
around the village limits in the belief that the souls of
the departed still take an interest in the scenes of their®
cearthly life, and protect the precinets of their former
habitations by their dircet intercession with the gods.
Our farther progress through the country showed a
similar disposition of these-tokens of Budhist faith to
be the general rule. That 1s to say they are bwlt on
the roads leading into the villages, or on eminences sur-
rounding them..

At the entrance to Khals1 our party was received by
nearly the whole of 1ts mlmbltants assembled, 1n separate
groups of men and women, on the roadside. They-
were headed by a Lamma who was busy turning a
prayer-wheel which he held in his hands, and as we
approached they all bowed low and saluted us .with
the usual jo-jo, according to Bhot custom. The' envoy
bowing his acknowledgments our party went on, and
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left the good na,tured crowd to stare at the cavalcade
‘follomng In our train, -

This is the village which, on the Grthmra,phy of the
author then quoted I have before mentioned under the
name of Cala’ Shya as the winter quarters of the Yar-
kand army on their return from the disastrous attempt to
invade this sacred seat of the Budhist faith in. the six-
teenth century. 'The fort itself is now a barely-distinguish-
able ruin. Its remains are seen a mile or so further up
the river, beyond a deep ravine which intervenes between
it and the village, perched on an isolated rock which
commands the passage at a narrow bend of the stream.
It is called Balo Khara by the Bhots, and 1ssaid to have
been demolished some thirty years ago by Zorawar Sing,
the Sikh general who conquered this country for the
Maharaja Gulab Sing. And the present little fort com-
manding the Khalsi bridge was built in its stead by
Diwan Hira Sing, the Maharaja’s first governor of the
annexed province. Beyond the ruing the road goes
over some rough ground, obstructed by a confused
jumble of rocks of varied colour and composition, which
tumble down the slopes into the channel of the river
itself. There is grecnish gneiss, mottled pudding-stone,
and black lava mixed amongst masses of bluish lime-
stone, ash-grey schists, and pebble conglomerate—all
within a course of a few miles; and then the path re-
turns to a gravelly bank, covered with granite boulders,
similar to that left at Khalsi, On this strip of drift,
-which occupies a bend in the river channel, stands the
village of Snurulla with its walnut trees and apricot
orchards, and gravelly fields of corn. Distance from
Lammayuru, eighteen miles, |

We camped on some fields between the village and
the river bank, and balted the next day-—17th Septem-
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ber—weatherbound. A steady, soaking drizzle set in
soon after our arrival on the ground, and continued with
little intermission till the following evening ; whilst the |
heavy clouds overhead we had set out with closed
around in the form of a dense nimbus which concealed
all from view beyond a few hundred yards. This wet
weather, despite its discomforts and gloom, proved very
useful and interesting in unfolding to us a fund of in-
formation on the physical phenomena of the country,
which might otherwise have remained unthought of or
unnoticed by us. 7The rain here, whilst it showed us
one of the dangers to which travellers in this country
are subject, and cxplained (what we had seen all along
the road without understanding their true meaning) how
they arc avoided, also illustrated the manmner in which
the mountains are gradually disintegrating, and ac-
counted for those long unbroken slopes of débris which
are the peculiar feature of their ranges.

Whilst occupied in the shelter of my tent my atten-
tion was repeatedly attracted by a swiit rumbling sound
which suddenly ended in a rapid succession of loud
crashes, not unlike the discharge of musketry. 1 several
times rose and looked out across the river, above whose
bank we were camped, at the long slope of the hill
opposite, and from which the sounds proceeded, but could
see nothing to account for the strange noises. At length,
whilst gazing in search of some moving object on the
dull spread of bluish-grey ground facing me, I caught
sight of a great block of rock rolling down the steep.
It bounded from two or three projections in the line of
its descent, and breaking off fragments by the eoncus-
sion took them along with increased speed till, one-after
the other, they all plunged from the’bank amongst the
boulders in the river, and there ended their wild career
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with a succession of loud reports like the bangs of a
" ‘number of guns. Meanwhile the loose particles of slaty
débris down which they had come, thus set in motion,
kept up a rattling noise till their progress was stopped
by the resistance of heavier pleces below them. This
subsidence of the débris, though very declared by its
sound, was not easily discerned by the eye; and it was
not till I had watched several large detached stones roll
down that I actually saw the débrs itself in motion.

The alternate frosts and heats to which these rocks
are subjected, for both in their degrees are high within
the revolution of night and day, crack and fissure their
strata 1n all directions, and the wind playing upon
these gaps blows away loose particles, and thus widens
the rents. Then rain, or the stream of melting snow
from above, washes away some supporting dust or grit,
and the detached mass rolls headlong down the steep,
as described. .

Not unfrequently such blocks of rock are set in motion
by the step of the wild sheep whose tracks are seen in all
directions on the hills of this country, scoring the slopes
with their chequered lines ; thou gh what they can find to
eat 18 not apparent, for the hills areas bare as 9 picked bone.
We saw none of these animals on the line of march, but
were assured that they swarmed on the hills in our route.
This is probably true, Judging from the similarity of the
hills to those on which we did find them subsequently.

. These stone avalanches, if they may be so termed, are
-of constant occurrence amongst these hills after rain, and
during the period the winter snows are melting away; and
they are one of the most dreaded dangers the traveller in
this eountry has to face, for it is not always that a river,
as here, nterposes to protect him. And hence it is that
the Bhot never thinks of camping in the open in these .
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valleys, as he is wont to do on the wide plateaux of the
highlands, but always takes shelter in the cavern of "
some secure bank, or scoops out, or walls in, someé ready.
hollow under the lee of any firm rock, as we saw so often
onourroute. Further on in our journey we passed many
spots where we found the defiles obstructed by these
dangerous missiles, and had cause to congratulate our-
gelves that there were neither melting snows nor showers
of rain at the time of our passage.

From Snurulla we marched to Saspol, eighteen miles.
Our route lay up the valley along the right bank of the
river, and crossed several blufis projecting upon it. On
descending one of these we saw a raven hunt and kill a
rock martin close upon our path. The little thing wasg
sailing gally to and fro under a vertical chff, when its
huge black enemy swooping down from above terrified
it so with his pursuing hoarse croak, that after a vain
effort to escape the poor martin lost control over its
wings, and fluttering aimlessly was at once clutched by
the monster who alighted on a rock beside us, and forth-
with tore his tender prey asunder. I had a small stick
gun in my hand, and reining up fired a charge of No. 10
shot at the raven, but, though only six or eight paces off,
he flew away unhurt with his prize.

In the latter part of this march vegetation begins to
revive. The tamarisk {ringes the water-courses with the
dog-rose, and the rock-rose, or ‘cistus,” sprawls its
abundant foliage over the stony surface, whilst the
ephedra hides the rocky inequalities with its bristly -
- gprouts, Some small hamlets, too, appear on either side
of the river, perched upon high boulder banks sepa-
rated by deep ravines.

As we rode on to our camp-ground at Saspol we were
greeted by a full choir of the Lammas of the place.
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They stood in a row a little off the road, and gave us a
- " performance on their instruments ; whilst the women of
the place, decked out in their best attire, and ranged in
a line along the roadside, saluted us with a low bow and
the usual jo-jo. We received a similar mark of welcome
at every place we came to on our onward journey through
- Ladakh, though the Lammas did not always appear in
such grand form as here. There were eight of them, all
dressed alike in the red robes and high bonnets of their
order, and playing upon the instruments peculiar to their
craft. The character of the music was as strange and
unique as the appearance of the performers, and strikingly
1in accord with the surroundings of the scene,

The beat of the drums and clang of the cymbals in no
degree lessened the initial bray of,the trumpets, nor
marred the soft, sad airs of their final notes. Indeed,
the combination was admirably harmonised, and the
strong tones with whieh the music commenced floated
away to the silent hills in soft echoes prolonged by
the plaintive airs that followed them.

The trumpets are awkward-looking instruments from
81X to cight or nine feet long, and curved like a gow
horn. The lower part rests on the ground, whilst the
performer, standing or seated, plays on the mouth-piece.
His practice consists of a succession of jerky blasts
which gradually diminish in force and duration till they
sound as soft trills which, in turn, lapse into plaintive
strains of peculiar pathos, and again swell into sonorous
.and solemn sounds which are borne away on the air,
and prolonged in its vibrations.

The character of this music is altogether peculiar, and

unlike anything I have heard anywhere else. Its solemn
melancholy notes, heard floating off from some lofty cliff-
perched monastery, waken up the silent solitudes of the



. . _.‘._.-"
f !

STALK A HERD OF GAZELLES. 12

mountains with the only sounds appropriate to their
nature & and they are re-echoed from their stern frowning - -
heights in response to the long, soft, plaintive lays that.
follow them in a manner that strikes the ear as perfectly
agreeable to the scene.

Shortly after our arrival in camp Mr Johnson, the
Maharaja’s governor of Ladakh, came in from Leh to pay
his respects to the envoy, and detall the arrangements
" he had made for the escort of the embassy to the fron-
tier. He here joined our camp and accompanied it to
Shahidulla, himself with untiring energy and devotion
making all the arrangements for carriage and supplies

on the journey, and with a success we little anti-
cipated.
Our next march was to Nimmo, fourteen miles, After

marching an hour over some rough ground similar to
that before passed, and crossing a lively little torrent
from the hills on our left, we turned away from the
river bank, and riding on to a wide gravelly plain, sepa-
rated from it by a ridge of hill, crossed a corner of 1t,
and regained.- the river further on.

This undulating plateau is called Bazgo thang or the
“ Bazgo Plain,” and is the first open bit of ground we
have seen since crossing the Photo La. It is an arid
~ waste with hardly a blade of vegetation to vary the bare
nakedness of the soil. We found a herd of seven or
eight gazelles grazing ab the hill skirt away to the left.
The envoy and I dismounted to stalk them, but, as the
ground offered no cover, our wary game, after a brief
survey and right judgment of our intentions, verified |
by a long shot from cach of us as they made off, went
across the plain to a valley beyond, in which, as we
followed a little way in pursuit, we discerned a bright
spread of cultivation around the villages of Tarutze and
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Ling." They are watered by the rivulet which we crossed
" on our way to this point, . | . o

- From the plateau we descended to the Bazgo hollow ;
it is a fertile and populous tract in this region of sterility
and solitude ; and picturesque in the clusters of its Bud-
hist monuments and neatly built dwelling-houses, amidst
‘a general spread of fields and fruit-trecs which extend
away up amongst the hills to the north as far as the vil-
lage of Neh. Owing to its sheltered situation Bazgo is
reckoned the warmest winter residence in Ladakh. It has
a large shalran or “polo ground,” which, as its neglected
state betokened, is now rarely used—the taste for the
sport having declined here with the downfall of the
native rule, only to linger awhile in the more remote
Dras and Kargil districts. The good people of Bazgo,
who assembled on the roadside to do honour to the
envoy as his cavaleade rode past their dwellings, appeared
to be a thriving and happy community. The Bhot
ladics who graced the ceremony with their presence had
evidently bestowed unusual attention to their toilet on
this rare occasion, and presented an array of Tatar
~beauty and fashion we nowhere clse saw to such advan-
tage ; whilst the natural simplicity and modesty of their
demeanour, coupled with the goodwill of their salutation,
evinced their care to produce a good impression upon
the stranger.

Their dress is remarkable, and like everything else in
‘this strange country apparently well adapted to its re-
- quirements and the habits of the people. The long frock
and girdle sash, and the trowsers differ little from those
worn by the men.  The material and the pattern are
muech the same, but the colour and finish are different ;
and 1n their choice the fair ones display their proverbial
good taste. Dark colours or black relieved by an edging
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of red or blue are those usually seen, and they set off to
the best advantage the ornaments the Bhot beauty is so -
fond of; and not the least important of them the ample
sheepskin mantle, which, next to her head-dress, 1s her
special pride and care.

This is an oblong rug of sheepskin, loosely slung be-
hind by a band of braid passing obliquely across the
bosom, and ornamented at the edges of the fleece by a
broad border of particoloured patchwork. It serves as
shawl, wrapper, and bedding, as occasion requires ; and
it 18 always worn out of doors as a protection for the
back against the cold winds of the country.

But the head-dress 1s the most peculiar object of attrac--
tion amongst the strange fashions of the Bhotmo toilette.
The hair, parted in the centre of the forehead, is plaited
over the crown into two broad fillets, which are prolonged
as lappets hanging down the back by means of braided
wool adjuncts. The two fillets are united along the
middle line by a mixed row ef couries, bits of red coral,
agate, turquoise, malachite, and gold coins, according to
the means of the wearer. These ornaments are some-
times seen studding the fillet so closely as to conceal the
hair, and form a sort of plated shield to the head.
Amongst the wealthy they are of finer quality, and look
well, but as commonly seen they form a repulsive-look-
ing medley suggestive of torment to the wearer; for,
when once made up, they are seldom undone for months
together, or may be years.

The side tresses are arranged in puffs over each ear, -
and kept in form by a patch of black fleece and braid,
which covers the ears and temples, and looks somewhat
like the blinkers of a coach horse; and hanging from
the ears below their edges are strings of large beads: of

" glass, or coral, or turquoise, &c.
I
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Besides these the Bhot woman wears a necklace of

- similar ornaments, and large wristlets of a single bit of

white conch, and in addition a chatelaine which hangs
from her girdle and 1s loaded with white bosses of conch,
or strung with couries, and beads of agate and turquoise ;
all conspicuous by their swinging against the dark ground
of her frock.

And yet, as if not already suffictently decorated to
the taste of their partner lords, the comely ones, or those
who consider themsclves so, add to the charms of their
personal adornment the improvement of the complexion
by the process called shogholo. This consists of smear-
ing the cheeks and forehead with the juice and seeds of
the ripe berry of the belladona plant which grows here

. as a weed amongst the cultivation., Much pains are

bestowed—with thre aid of a little hand mirror and pencil
of wood—in arranging the bright yellow seeds effectively,
and the result 1s that the face appears sprinkled with
grains of gold, and sparkles with a rich brightness which
could only please the Bhot aceustomed to nothing more
varied than the monotonous shades of slate and granite
rocks. |

At Nimmo, the Indus receives a considerable tributary
from the Zanskar valley, which lies to the south of some
snow-topped mountains beunding the valley on the op-
posite side. In the angle of junction is a wild waste of
gravel and conglomerate, the heat radiated from which

. 1n summer 1s said to render Nimmo a very hot residence

during that season ; whilst in winter the cold is so severe

“that the river is crossed on the ice.

It is to the effect probably of these combined causes—
the clear rays of a powerful sun, and the bright glare
from wide-spread snow, both acting in an unusually dry

" and rarefied atmosphere—that the Bhot, I mean the °
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common. Bhot who is exposed to the weather, owes his
peculia? complexion. It i1s not the clear dark colour of
the people of India, however varied its shades from the
ruddy glow of the Afghan to the olive hue of the Hindu,
or from the sallow tinge of the hill-tribes to the black
skin of the outcast races of the peninsula. Nor is if
“ the light colour of the pcople of Tartary, with 1ts lesser
range in variety from the dingy yellow of the Chinese
settlers to the pink and pale of the Andijant- conquerors.
It 18 a dusky, muddy brown of very much the same
colour as the mountain region he inhabits; so much so,
that he 1s often not distinguishable from the ground, un-
less his movements attract attention. Many times on
the march I was struck by this fact on suddenly coming
upon little groups of coolies seated on the road side,
whom I did not distinguish from the rocks and soil
around till close upon them; and this not only in the
deep defiles of the Indus tributaries, but also on the
wide plateaux of the Caracoram range. |
The chiefs, and priests, and women of the wealthier
classes have much the same sort of turbid yellowish-
brown complexion, though in them 1t 1s less pronounced
than in the poorer classes. Amongst these 1t 18 shown
i full force by the poor peasant women who perform
the labours of agriculture, &e. ; and they are the most
hideous and repulsive creatures I have anywhere scen.
From Nimmo we marched to Leh—nineteen miles—
and halted eight days to complete arrangements for the -
passage of the Caracoram. Our route led along the skirt
of some granite hills over an undulating gravelly tract
which gradually widens into the Ladakh basin or valley.
At about half-way we descended to the river channel.
- It here presents a wide bed through which thie Indus
- winds its way amidst patches of cultivation and pasture.
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On the left of the road, under the granite rocks, is a
succession of lacustrine banks of fine clay which slope
down to the basin in four or five steps. They end on a
narrow pass in the rocks below the Phitok Gonpa. This
is a Lammasary which looks over the valley from the
summit of a high rock on the river bank, and to the
right of our path.

As we rode past the Lammas appeared on the terraces
of their clevated abode, and gave us their benediction in |
full band. From this we set our faces up the long
gravelly slope ab the top of which stands Leh piled up
the hill sides in the fashion of the country. The valley
is a deep circular basin crossed midway by the Indus,
along whose course are several villages and much cul-
tivation. For the rest the land slopes steeply from both
sides to the river, and presents a wide surface of gravel
and stone, for the most part waste. At the foot of the -
hills to the south are the villages of Stok and Mithé
with their orchards and fields ; and at the foot of those .
on the north are the town and fort and suburbs of Leh,
the capital of the country.

On the outskirts of the town the envoy was welcomed
by a deputation of the principal merchants of the place,
and his arrival was announced by a salute of fifteen guns
from the fort, whilst a eompany of its garrison was
paraded on the readside to receive him with military
honours. Further on he was met by Mr Shaw, the
. British Joint-Commissioner, who conducted him through
the town to the Residency, in the garden of which our
camp was pitched. |

During our stay here, our followers and cattle were
equipped with the warm clothing which the foresight of
our chief had ordered to be prepared against our arrival.
Each man was provided with a coat and cap lined with |
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. sheep or lamb’s skin, and boots lined with the same fur, or
else thizk felt. And each of our riding horses and baggage
mules was covered with a strong blanket lined with felt.

The experience the envoy gained on his former
journey to Yarkand was not lost on this occasion, and
it was in no small degree that the success of our passage
across those inhospitable highlands of the Caracoram
was owing to the admirable arrangements made by him.
“QOur followers and cattle were what we depended on to
serve and transport us in the time of need, and 1t was
necessary to maintain them in a state of efficiency. Our
followers and escort were consequently mounted, and
our baggage transported on the carriage provided by the
Kashmir authorities as far as the frontier. By this
arrangement our men and cattle: arrived at the frontier
in a state of efficiency to meet contingencies, instead of
worn and broken down by the hardships of the worst
part of the road. And the wisdom of these precautions
was exemplified by our first experiences beyond the
Kashmir territory.

Our stay at Leh was enlivened by an excursion to the
southern side of the valley to visit the Hemis GGonpa,
eighteen miles, distant on the hills to the south of ‘the
river, and to have a day’s shooting on the hills beyond
Stok. Colonel Gordon, Captain Chapman, and 1 set
out together for the monastery, which is the largest and
~wealthiest in the country. It is situated at the top of a
singularly wild and solitary glen, frowned on at every.
turn in its winding course by some overhanging bluft of -
sombre conglomerate or gneiss. The silence here as we
followed the steep path, looking for the first glimpses of
the now familiar signs of the Lamma's retreat, was
oppressive ; and it was not till we had come in full view -

of its white walls, shining against the dark ground of
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the towering masses of rock behind, that our ears were
- greeted by the melancholy music which Hoated on the
air from their lofty terraces. -
The view of the monastery from below is wonderfully -
. picturesque, and altogether unique of its kind. The
white walls with their dark squares of window and
door, and thick red lines of coping, from which project
here and there poles topped with the bushy yak's tail
. spread over the cliffs tier above tier and, with great
masses of bare rock protruding amongst them, appear
isolated in the very crowd of their assemblage.

The vast rocks in their front and rear meet at a deep
narrow gorge beyond them in a mass of sombre shades
quite appalling 1n the grave monotony and naked-
ness of their forms—a monotony and nakedness alto-
gether unrelicved by the deep down strips of poplar
and willow plantations that stand on the banks of the
little rill they conceal by their thick growth. '*

The buildings of this monastery cover a considerable
surface and form a small town. In many respects the
architecture, even to that of the out-offices, resembles
what 1s still traceable in the Budhist ruins of Yusufzai,
particularly in those known as Takhti Bahi. In these
ruins, with the exception of those near Babozai, there
are no traces to show how the houses were roofed ; but,
from the resemblance of the structure of their walls,
‘staircases, chambers, &c., to what is now seen in the
monasteries of thig country, it is probable they top were
of similar construction, particularly since the two locall—

tles arc equally poor in timber trees.
- In the exception above noted, I saw in 1865 a
chamber covered by a self-supporting roof in perfect
order, and composed entirely of square tiles wmh bevel-
led edges, the pressure of which against each other kept
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them from falling. This was evident in spots where
the plaster had fallen off in the roof itself, but was more’ -
JL)I:a,mly seen by the relics of the broken roofs of adjoin-
‘ing chambers.

Here the roofs are flat, and supported on rafters laid
with lath and brushwood and earth. And they have
a parapet coping of one to two feet thick, formed of
brushwood fascicles cut straight across, and laid with
the ends thus trimmed projecting six or ten inches
beyond the wall. These ends look much like those of a
bundle of lead pencils in arrangement, and are usually
stained with red ochre or similar colour.

The Hemis Gonpa is said to contain 800 monks and
nuns. We saw nothing like that populatlon in the
place, though the ’LCCOIHIHDd&thIl is sufficient for a much
larger number. We were informed that snow lies here
for nearly.three months every year, and that for five the
people are shut up in their cells owing to the cold.
Stores of grain, and flesh, and fuel, &c. are laid up m
autumn, and amongst other supplies 500 sheep are
slaughtered, and the flesh dried for the winter use of this
monastery alone.

Qur guides led us through the principal parts of the
monastery, and from one block of houses to another,
~ through narrow passages and up flights of steps, with the
prayer-wheel meeting us at every turn. Here we found
it spinning on the hand of a sedate Lamma, squatted
solemn and silent in some solitary corner. HFurther on
it was revolving under a thin jet of water, and elsewhere.
it was fixed in niches of the walls for the passer-by ‘to
turn as he went past, or it was stuck on some pinnacle
for its wings to catch the moving breeze, and record so
many more prayers of praise to the Almighty. .At length
we were conducted to a court in which a company of Lam-
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mas presently entertained us-with a.pantomime perfor-
" ‘mance, the subject of which none of us understood. Tt
was a very grotesque spectacle in imitation, we were
told, of Chinese devil dances. The designs on the rich
silken Tobes of the monks were evidently from the
Celestial Empire. Most of the masks represented the
“heads of wild animals, and there were some of ogres and
demons. These last, however, were the devices most
common on the embroidery of the robes worn by the
actors. There were some twenty or thirty of them alto-
gether, some of whom had been assembled here for the
occasion from the monasteries of Tiks1, Matha, and Stok.

Their performance consisted of a wild sort of dance
round a flag staff in the centre of the court of the
principal temple; and we witnessed it from the roof of
a verandah facing a flight of steps at the entrance of
the temple. The actors issued from the hall of the
temple, headed by two portly Lammas in gorgeous silk
robes (their appearance reminded one of the knave of
cards), who took up a position: opposite the musicians—
beforchand seated in the verandah below us-—whilst the
rest, a troop of goblins, griflins, stags, boars, tigers, &e.,
&c., running down the steps, ranged themselves in a
circle round the flagstaff, from which floated streamers of
different colours, _

The musicians now commenced some very lively and
discordant music, and the dancers, at once set in motion,
began to caper, and whirl, and fling their limbs about,
-the whole circle the while keeping its form and revolv-
ing round the centre pole. The bright colours of the
loose mantles, covered with monstrous figures of flying
dragens all eyes and teeth, of skulls and bones, of
forked-tongue griffing, &c., with the huge masks of ogres
and wild beasts all mixed together in a wild commotion,
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formed an absurd melange, and with the noise of drums
and trumpets, produced a perfect pandemonium, to the -
tumult of which the actors contributed by now and
again joining in a chorus of unintelligible sounds. The
performance concluded suddenly by the flight of the
company up the steps down which they had come, back
to the great hall of the temple from which they had
emerged. .

We presently followed them into their “sanctum,”
and were shown its mysteries, which were hidden behind
hangings of richly embroidered silk. There were three
principal halls hung with these screens, and each con-
tainéd a number of deities, before whom were burning
little wicks set in butter, just as we saw at Lammayuru.
Some of the walls were piled with bundles of books on
which the dust lay thick in reproof of their neglect; and- -
others were covered with a multitude of paintings, often
thé representation of the same individual.

Amongst the number I recognised several from their
resemblance to the sculptures excavated at Takhti Bahi,
and elsewhere in Yusufzai. Particularly one supposed
to represent Budh. It had a smooth face with a
placid expression, and the head, the hair of which was
gathered in a top-knot at the crown, was backed by a
glory circle. The figure was seated cross-legged. An-
other was the portrait of some ancient king, whose head
was adorned with a tiara of jewels of exactly the same
pattern as those scen on some of the sculptures above
mentioned.

Various animals and birds were also represented on
the walls and hangings, and amongst them 1 recognised
the sacred stork and the ostrich, though how this last
came amongst them is not very intelligible. .In these
paintings I saw none of those historical tablets or domestic
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. scenes 80 common amongst the ancient Bculpf;ures, nor
~ the variety of race type that is traceable amongst-them ;
and was altogether disappointed in the architecture and
fittings of the temple, as well as in the character of the

- art displayed within its walls.

During the years from 1861 to 1866, when with the
Corps of Guides at Murdan, I excavated several of the
Budhist ruins in the neighbouring parts of Yusufzai,
and collected some hundreds of sculptures which, prior

. to my departure, were sent to the museums at Lahore
and Peshawar. They represent a great variety of sub-
Jects, and several distinet races, and in an artistic point
of view are of very different degrees of merit, as if the
work of different periods. Amongst these sculptures
were many which are supposed to represent remarkable
events in the life of Budh, much after the same fashion
that we picture thosc in the life of Christ. But I saw
nothing here, either in the form of sculpture or paint-
ing, that Lore any resemblance to these, though in the
fitth century, when Fa Hian journeyed this way,
Ladakh, in common with Yusufzai, was a flourishing

seat of Budhism,

The high art, showing the cultivated talent of Greece,

- which 1s'in Yusufzai illustrated in such varied forms, 1s

nowhere traceable in this country amongst those charged
with the special protection of Budhism, even if it ever
did=exist herc in past times to the same degree of ad-
vancement as it did there, which, consldering the nature

.of the country, and its sparse population, is not very

probable.,

Besides, from what is known of the history of the
country—imperfect as it is—it would appear to have
escaped those assaults of Islam which, in the tenth and
cleventh centuries, laid waste the more accessible
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regions around it, with & destructive fury the traces of

whicleare still seen in the ruins that cover their surface. -
~ During the ascendancy of the Mughal Empire, this

country appears to have enjoyed undisturbed, under the

tolerance characteristic of that rule, the possession of 1ts

ancient faith. And in the anarchy which, during the

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Gismembered the

Chaghtay kingdom,.of which it formed a part, it would

appear to have remained more or less isolated 1n the

preservation of 1ts own laws and institutions. For-
the restoration of Islam, on the reconstruction of the

Chaghtay kingdom by Toghluc Tymur 1n the middle of

the fourteenth century, did not advance beyond 1its

former limit at Khutan; whilst the succeeding absorp-

tion of his kingdom into the empirc raised by his

cotemporary and survivor, the Amir Tymur Lang or

Tamarlane, in the last quarter of the same century,

ofFocted no more in Tibat than did the rule of his pre-

decessor in Mugholistan.

The death of Tamarlane was again the signal for in-
ternal dissensions, and, in the revolutions attending the
partition of his empire, Kashghar rose into an independent
kingdom as the heritage of the Mughal Khans, descend-
ants through Toghlue Tymur of the Chaghtay sove-
reigns. Their rule, however, was 80 disordered and
weak, through internal discords and contentions as much
as through the political influences of the Tymuride
government in the adjoining regions to the west, that 1t
- soon fell into the hands of a powerful family of the Dogh-
lat tribe, which, since the time of Changiz, had enjoyed
cortain ranks and privileges as military goveInors of the
saveral divisions of the Kashghar state. And finally, the
government was usurped, in the last quarter of the

fifteenth century (1479), by Mirza Ababakar, a descend-
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ant of the hereditary Amirs Khudadad and Camaruddin,
~ who figured so prominently in the history of the ceuntry
under the dynasty of the Mughal Khans.

He commenced his career as independent ruler of
- Kashghar by the conquest of Khutan, and made some
unsuccessful attempts to subjugate Tibat (which, under
native chiefs, had maintained its freedom since the dis-
solution of the Chaghtay empire), his incursions being
always repelled at the Nubra frontier. His successor,
however, in whom the government, in 1513 A.p., was
restored to the linc of the Mughal Khans, signalised the
close of his reign by that invasion of Ladakh which I
have before mentioned. It 1s the first record we have
of any attempt to plant Islam on this Budhist soil, and
1ts disastrous results were repeated on a smaller scale in
the beginning of the next century when Mir Ali, the
Musalman chief of Baltistan, teok Leh, and destroyed
the monasteries all over the country.

He was obliged to retrace his steps to Skardo, his
capital, and restore Jamya Namgyal, the native chief
whom he had taken prisoner, to the government of his
own country. And he immediately restored the ancient
religion, and left those memorials of his zeal for the faith
which we see in the existing rock-inscribed figures of
Chamba which I have already mentioned, and dated on
the authority of Cunningham’s history of this country.

We have no other record of Islamite invasion of this

country, though it has, since the time of Mir Ali, been
traversed by the armies of Musalman allies.  When,
in 1678, Khoja Afac usurped the government of Kash-
ghar from the descendants of Sultan Said Khan, in
whom the rule of the Mughal Khans was restored, and
sought the aid of the Calmac chief to support him
agamst his opponents, the Ghaldan of Zunghar, coming

¥
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in answer to this -appeal with an army of his Budhist
Calmacs, seized the country for himself. And when “
some years later, in 1685, the members of the Khoja
family rebelling were driven out of the country, and
some of them fled to Kashmir through Tibat, a force of
Zunghar troops—called Sarigh or Saigh (Yellow) Calmac
in distinction, to the Cara (Black) Calmac of Tibat—
was sent in pursuit of them to Leh, which they took
possession of, the Gyalpo or chief of Ladakh tendermg
allegiance to the Mughal sovereign in India sought aid
of Aurangzeb’s governor of Kashmir to expel them. He
sent an army of 6000 Musalmans te drive the invaders
from the country, which they ‘did, and returned to
Kashmir the following season. The Saigh Calmac or
Soghpo, as the Bhots -call them, however again invaded
the country to avenge the conduct of their recalcitrant
brethren, and after plundering Leh retired, on the cession
of some territory which gave them the country of
Rudok.

After this Ladakh remained in the hands of native
rulers till 1720, when it was again invaded by Mir
Murad of Skardo who annexed it to his principality of
Baltistan : and it so remained for thirty years. His
conquest appears to have been dictated by purely worldly
motives, and was free from the religious promptings of
Islamite ambition, and the Budhist religion continued
to linger in its old home in despite of its neglect under
the new regime. And when the rule returned to the
Gyalpo or chief of Ladakh, soon afterwards a recognised.
tributary of Kashmir, it made no effort to revive from
the state of decay to which it had fallen, but seems to
have continued much in the degraded form we find it
under the Hindu government of Kashmir, to which it
was finally annexed 1n 1334.
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From the monastery of Hemis—which has insensibly
ied me off into this historical digression—we returned
to near Changa on the road to Leh, and there turning
off to the left followed a rough stony tract at the foot of
the hills for six or eight miles up to Matha, where we
arrived at dusk—just twelve hours after we set out—
and joined the camp of the envoy.

Next morning I accompanied Captain Chapman, and

the camp sergoant, on an excursion after some wild sheep,

of the kind here called Shap#, which had been marked
down on the hills to the south of Matha and Stok. We
set out at 6 A.Mm., and turning up a glen above the vil-
lage followed up a more or less frozen stream trickling
down its winding channel for some ten miles or so, and
then rose up to a hich moorland which formed a basin
in the hills. The greater part of the glen was thickly
wooded with willow, poplar, and tamarisk trees, amidst
which grew the rose and the currant, whilst the moor-
land, which rose up in long slopes to the snow, was
covered with tufts of artemisia and a caryophyllous
plant here called burist. We found some cattle and
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