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PHEFACE 

H.\VING now cuillpletcd the la!:>t part of thb history, 11 

15 ~'ith plea~ure that I record my thank.. to all those 

who have a"sbtcd me in compilIng it. The India Office, 

where the official..., have mo~t kmdly ctfforded me every 

mformatIOn anrl facIlity for examining rccord~, etc, the 

vanous Department... under the War Office to which I 

have had OLLcl~lon'" to refer, the Accountant-General'., 

and the other Government Offices In Calcutta, the Roy(d 

Artillery Staff of the three Prcsidenclc", ill I nella-all 

have accorded me every pO'i"tble aid E.,peclally £ wl,,11 

to tender my thank., to the COUtlct! of the Royal Artillery 

In~tItutl0n dnd my brother officers of the rrgiment fOl 

their liberal and ready a,)51~td.nCC, and for much WfC,rrllH. 

tion ell3ewherc unobtamablc Many officer~ and the rela· 

tives of others now deceased have been kind enoug-h to 

entrust me with journal~ cU1d letter" of the grcatc::,t 

mterest, and r hope that 10 endeavourmg to descnbe 

events as they happener.1 I hdve; made a JudiclOU" u .. e of 

these material", esp~t'lally tho'-,c recclved from other 

branches of the serVIce. 

Many year~ ago the late MajOr-¢encral E. Kaye, C B . 

drew up for .ne account.., of the /Afghan and both Sikh 
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Wars, recording his own experiences. and as he was on 

the Regimental Staff in both the latter campaigns, they 

were of the greatest value. His lamented death deprived 

me of a like account of the Siege of DeI hi and some of 

the operations in Oudh in 1858. 

This work does not pretend to be more than a .,ketch 

'Of the events it records. The part aboL.t organization 

and equipment might easily have been expanded into a 

volume of itself. It has, indeed, been abbreviated from 

what I had written many year'i ago Rut it may be a 

contribution to history, and it is to be hoped will be found 

a reasonably accurate one 

June, 1895 F VV S 
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HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY. 

CHAPTER 1. 

AFGHAN WAR-INVA~ION-183S-1839 

FURMA1JON AND CmII'OSlfION QI< J'f)ReR -Bengal Artillery--Bomhny 
Artillery-A~,embly of Bengal Troops at h:rozepoTC-Kc(!udlOn of 
the Force-Bengal Column-Bombay Co]umn-Re,enc Fmce--:-'Ikh 
ContIngent-Interview of the Gmernor-Geneml am! RanJlt ~mgh at 
Ferozcpore-March to ~lIkkur--Order Rega,dlIlg 4th Tro()p 3rd 13n­
ga<1e-l\larch to Quetta-To Kandahar-Halt-Major Todd'" M1S"'101I 

to Uerat-?"Jarch to (;haz11l-1t~ Capture-Flight and PUNlit of Do,t 
Mllhanmc}-Kabul-Order of Dural1l Empne-Re(UlI1 to India or 
Part or the Force 'ilr John Keane by I'unjab. CJCllt!T.t1 Wlll.,JlITe hy 
Quetta-Kalat ~torlTlecJ and Taken. 

WHEN Lord Auckland, Go"e~r-General of India, decided 1838 

on the fatal expenment of dethrOnIng the Amlr D()~t Mu-
hamad and rc"tonng Shdh Shuja to the ... overeignty of 
Kabul, whIch he had three tlmes un~lIcce!:>~fully tried to 
regam, he dId not contemplate that it wa!> to be effecteu 
only by a Bntish Army. But an inevitable necessity com 
pelled him to organise a larger force than had ever before 
crossed the frontlers of IndIa. Part of the ongmal pro-
gramme wa!> the formatIOn in India of a contmgent called, 
with even le"s than dIplomatic truth, "Shah Shuja'~ own 

troop"'" 
This contingent comlsted of 6,000 men, under command 

of Major-General F. H. SImpson, two regiment'> of Cavalry, 
five' of Infantry, and two troops of Hur<;c ArtIllery. The 
unpopularity of the serVIce in our own territories was 
evident. GOv'ernment 4 per cent. paper fell from 2 to 9 
per cent. discount. Hostile reports came from Nipal; 
symptoms Of di!>content appeared in Bandelkhand; and 

II 
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the disturbances in the district of Jha:1si were serious 
c 

enough to call for the empWy..ment of a regular force. 
C/Ptain W Ander!>on was employed in raismg at De1hi 
and Meerut the two troops of Native Horse Artillery 
under Lieutenants G L. Cooper and F. Turner:' and no 
les') than thirty-five de"ertlOns were r(!ported in one day at 
the last-mentioned statIon, where they were undergoing 
instruction. And though Captain Anderson's energy 
finally overcame the difficultIe~ he encountered, the troops 
were not ready wh<:>n the army for Afghal1lqtan assembled 
at F erozepore on the 29th of N ovem ber 

Thi~ force consIsted of a Brigade of Cavalry and two 
Divisions of Infantry. The Artillery were'­

Brigadier C Graham, C B , Commanding 
Major P. L. Pew 
Bt.-Captain J B Backhouse, Brigacle-Major. 
Captain E F Day, Commiwl.ry of Ordnance 
2nd Troop 2nd Brigade H.A , Captam C. Grant 
3rd Troop 2nd Bngade H A, Captall1 J Alcx:1ndcl' 
3rd Company 2nd Bat .. NO.5 H F.B ,t Captain T. J.y 

Sanders. 
4th Company 2nd Bat~ Captam II Garbett. ~ 
2nd Company 6th Bat~ (NatlVc!) ~o 6 Camel FR, ~ 

Captain A Abbott. 
Along with thi" force another wa'> sent from Bombay 

under command of Lieut.-General Sir John Keane, KC B, 
G C.H., a Brlga.de of Cavalry and a DIVI,)lon of Infantry. 
The Artillery were '-

Brigadier T. Stevenson, Commancill)g 
Captain W. M Coghlan, Rngade-Major. 
Lieutenant J. B. Wou~nam, Alde-dc:-C:\mp. 
Bt -Captain R. Warden, Commissary of Ordnance. 
3rd Troop H.A., Captain J. H. M. Martin. 

* C G.O., 13th September. 
t Draft had only Just been changed from bullocks to horses 

IJl1\ers had not been supplied when the order to jOin the force 
arrived 
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4th Troop H.A., Captain T. E. Cotgrave. 
J:st Company 2nd Bat4,Mule Battery,'" Captain, T. 

J. Pontaroent. 
2nd ComlJany 2nd Batt4 Horse Battery, Captain J , 

Lloyd. 
Ht Company Golandaz. 
On the arrival at Ferozepore of the troops forming the 

Bengal Column, they learned that the Persian Army, foiled 
in its attempt upon Herat by the gallantry of one man, 
Lieutenant Eldred Pottinger, of the Bombay Artillery, and 
tardily Yielding to thc rcprc'icntations of Mr Mr Neill, 
Briti'ih MIOl!:>ter at the Pr:r':;lan Court, had rai.:;ed the "lege 
of that place and retIred lttl Teheran The o'>ten!:>lble 
reason for the expedition wa'> rcmuved, but the Governor­
Genera\ d\d not re\mqui~h h\5 intention uf rcp\acmg Shah 
Shuja on the throne of Kabul. The Army of the Indu ... , 
on the Bengal Side, wa., reduced by General Duncan'., 
DIVISion, which remained at Ferozepore as a re<;erve. 
Captain Alexander's Troop and Captam Sander!:>' Battery 
were attached to it, and Colonel C Graham, an excellent 
and expenenced Hor!:>e Artilleryman, gave over charge of 
the/! Arttllery to Major Pew. ,CaptalO Al1dcr~on, a.:; before 
mentloned, not bemg jJrepared to move, CaptalO H. 
Timings' Native Troop (4th-3rd H.A.), un the e-,cort of the 
Governor-Genera1, wa.:; directed to proceed with Genera1 
Simpson. Its place all thc c,;cort was taken by Captain 
Nicholl's Troop (bt-I!:>t), (G O.C.C, 31.,t OctobCI), dc'i­
tIned not long afterward'3 to shed a halo of glory lound 
the greate~t dlsa~ter that evcr happened to uur Arm.,. 

The force a., now (G O.C.c., 27th November) con.,tltuted 
wru. hrigaded a'3 follow~ -

Bc,NGAL COLU \1'" 

em 'airy. 
Brigadiel R. Arnold, C.R, 16th l,ancers, Commandmg. 
H.M. ,16th LaIICer." 2nd and 3rd Light Cavalry Detach­

ment, 1st (Skinner's) and 4th Local Horse. 

* See Note C, Append1" to thl~ Chapter. 
B 2 

N.A .• &.a.~ 
Reduce'dt~ 

B. aI, Ril~ 
Reduce~l~ 

7 C~lE mv. 

1838. 
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K·C.,RH.A. 
Reduced 1879 
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Major-Gencral Sir 
mafldmg 

hifantr;}'. 
W. C~Il, K.C.H, K c.fI:., Com-

1st Brigade' Brigadicr ~~~"Sale, C.13, H.M r 3th L.I.; 
16th and 48th N.!. 

2nd BrIgade. Major-General W. N ott, 31 <;t, 42nd, and 
4-3rd N.I. 

4th Brigade: Bngadler A Robe,t", Bengal Europcan 
Rcglment, 35th and 37th N 1. 

Ellgl1letrS 
Captain G. Thom"on, Commandl11g two Companlc'l 

Sapper'>. 
Arid/oJ' 

Details given abO\ e. 
There was no siege-train worth} of the name-merely 

four IS-pounder and four ll"On 9-pounder gun" , two 8-inch 
and t",o S1-l11ch mortar~ AI<;o two <;pare field hOWitzer'> 

ROMHAV COLU\IN 

c,r'i'alt"j' 

Brigadier Rentham Sand with, I"t Light Cavalry, Com­
manding 

Two Squadron!> H M 4th Light Dragoons, I!>t Light 
Cavalry, and Poonah Hor..,c 

lnfimtr),. 
Major-General T Wllbhlre, C B, Command mg". 
II M 2nd Queen'., Royal'i, 17th Regiment, and 19th ~. I. 

Engl1leers. 
Captam A. C. Peat, Commanding. 
Sapper!> and Miner!>, Lieutenant F. \Vemyt.::.. 
In addItion to the'le two Columns, a reserve force was 

&ent from Bombay to Sind Ilndf!r BrIgadier T. Valiant, 
H M 40th, three regiments N .1., and the followmg 
Artillery' 

Major G W Glb~on, Commanding 
Lieutenant G H utt, Adjutant. 

IH.-Captain E. A. Farquharson, Comml!>!>ary of Ordnance. 
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3rd Company 1st Battery, Captain W. Brett. 
5th Company Golandaz. 
Lieuteo;J.ots Elliot D'Arcy Todd, Bengal, and Eldre~ 

Pottinger, Bombay Artillery, were (G GO, 1st October) ap­
pointed Political Assistant~, the former also Mtlltary Secre­
tary, to Mr. W. H. MacNaghten, I<.nvoy and Mimster 

It had been the Governor-General's wish that a Sikh 
force should co-operate with the other Bntish troops it 
might be found nece~,>ary to sen:l But RanJIt S10gh 
limited hiS co-operation within very narrow bounds After 
the mterview at I'eru~epore it was arranged that the ex­
Kmg's eldest son, Timur Shah, should proceed with his 
father'~ family by the direct route through the Punjab and 
Khaibar Pa'>s to Kabul. An e~cort, chiefly of newly-raised 
leVies, wa'> sent a" a protection Lieutenant W. Barr, of the 
4th Troop 2nd Brigade, with forty of his men and two 24-
poundtr howitzer'>, wa':> attached Lieutenant R. Maule <)f 
the Arttllery,A'i~lstant to the Polttical Officer, Lieut.-Colonel 
Claude Wade, who commanded the whole, broug-ht two 
6-pounder gum,. Two cOlllpanie~ of Native Infantry, under 
Captams J. Fern~ d.nd C Fanner, accompanied. LIeu­
tenants R. Dow')on and W. R. Hillersdon and some native 
officers commanded the mlscellalleOllS levlCs. Beside.,; 
these, which numbered some 4,700 men, there was a Sikh 
force of 6,100 men, under Colonel Shekh Bas..iwan, 'Who ill 
hiS younger days had been a gunner in our service .... 

The British troop" a'5sembled at Ferozepore m the end of 
November. On the 27th the Governor-General arrived. 
Ranjit Smgh's camp was on the further '>Ide of the Sutlej 
River. On the 29th Lord Auckland receIved the Maharaja 
In public durbar, and on the 30th returned the visit. Two 

... He was a native of Patna, anG <ierved 111 the Artillery which went to 
Egypt m 1802. In 1812 he entered the ~Ikh 5enll.tl ~ an adjutant j 

served In the expeditIOn agamht Multan by RanJlt Smgh In 1819, when 
be was raised to tlle r;..nk of Commandant, and wa. made Colonel m 
the 51kh Anny In 18z1 He was afterwards pOIsoned at Peshawar by 
a subordInate. For ttU'5 mformatlon I am mdebted to Mr. T. H. 
Thornton, formerly Secretary to Government of the Punjab. 

30 Fd. B~. 
R.A. 

1838. 
Novem ler. 

T·C, R }l.A 
Reduced 1882 

I )ecemlJ~t • 
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'more days were spent in martIal displays, and then, the 
" Field of the Cloth of GC'ld .. having terminated, the army 
on its reduced footing commenced I'S march on ,the loth. 

Shah Shuja's contingent had already left Ludhiana, and 
was on the way to Bhawalpur. Thc army marched on 
succes,>ive day!> as follow!> :-

Dec. 10th - Headquarters; Hor!>e Artillery; Cavalry. 
Dec. I Ith.-Ist Infantry Brigade. Camel Raftery. 
Dec. 12th.-2nd Infantry Brigade. 
Dec 13th.-3rd Infantry Brigade. 
Dec 14th.-Artlllery Park; Commh.sariat Store.,. 
Each Column had Its own 5uppIJes for immediate con­

sumption, and there were tWf) months' supply of grain 111 

reserve at Ferozepore. Nevertheless, the want of forage 
along the left bank of the Sutlc] and Indus told heavily on 
the cattle. The Icadl11g Column wa'> not many days di'l­
tant from Ferozepore when the hor~es of Shah Shuja's 
Cavalry had greatly fallen off 10 condltton. Captam 
Timing.,' horses, being well looked after, were in good 
order. Some of the Irregular Cavalry fed thelr'i on moth, 
a coarse grain bOiled WIth gur, the unrefined product of th!! 
sugarcane.- Letters from camp told of great losses by 
death, desertion, or theft among the cameb. The animal., 
stolen, it was saId, were often !>old the followmg day to the 
next Column, the process being sometIme!> repeated more 
than once, to the great profit of the owners and commls­
!:lariat gomashtas. 

The great amount of baggage taken and the number of 
camp-followers increased the difficulties of the army, and 
were a temptatIOn to theft. Dr. Kennedy !>ays there were 
four ttmes the quanttty of store!> neces'iary. Brigadier 
Arnold i., saId to have had sixty servant5t j he certainly 
had a buggy, which survived its master and returned to 
India. Dr. Kennedy him5telf confe!>ses to plated dishes, 
twelve servants, and four camel-men. He was, however, a 
Superintendtng Surgeon. By the time the army reach~d 

• A diet that encourages flesh more than muscle, 
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Kandahar, the greater part of the ·baggage had passed 
through the !.ieve of fate, though even then It was ex­
cessive. Sir Henry Fane, the Commander-in-Chief, hat! 
issued an order on the subject, but no limit was laid down 
and no measures were taken to enforce obedience to the 
spirit of the order. 

The Bombay Column landed at the Hajamri mouth of 
the Indus in November. As some opPClsition from the 
Amirs of Lower Sind was apprehended, Sir W Illoughuy 
Cotton moved down with part of his forte to co-operate 
with Sir John Keane; but they submitted, and he returned 
from Khandlari to Rohri. 

In the middle of the wide '>tream of the Indus, between 
Rohri on the left bank and Sukkur on th~ right, stood the 
fort of Bukkur,. the cession of which was demanded fram the 
Amirs, to be held during the campaign as q '>ecunty for the 
communication, and thiS was finally given up on the 29th 
of January. Rut It was so uncertam that the garric;on 
would admit our troops, that Captam Abbott was sent !l1 

one of the boats to blow open the gate should this be 
necessary. Captain Thomson, with Captain Sander". 
began to duow a bridge of boats across just above the fort 
where it was only five hundred yards b\"oad. This wa!. 
finished on the 3rd of February, and the force commenced 
to pass over-Cavalry dlc;mounted in single file; gun'> by 
hand; the heavier ordnance ferried over. All had crossed 
by the 18th. 

Sir John Keane arrived at Schwan the same day, and 
continued his advance along the right bal1k to Larkhana. 
The headquarters of the Bengal Columll reached Shi­
karpur on the 20th. Shah Shuja held some review,> of 
his troops and presented colours to the l"egiments. The 
order published on this oc<..asion said .-

"Major-General Simpson cannot conclude thlS order without 
exptessmg the high opmlOn he entertams of CaI)tam Timings and 
the Hondurable Company's 4th Troop 3rd Bngade Horse 
Artillery under hl$ command. The Major-General has not been 

Febnulr}. 

January. 
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unobservant of the orderly and soldlCrhke conduct of the na.tive 
officers and men composin.,; the troop. To CaptaIn Timings and 
Lieutenant Hawkins he tenders his warmest approbatIOn.-Camp, 
Sl\lkarpore, February 27th, 1839 " 

Captain Anderson'~ two troops of the Shah's Horse 
Artillery were on their way down. He had not been able 
m the time to procure the best horse'>, and the march of 
766 mile'> from Meerut \Va" a severe test So when he 
reached Rohn on the 4th of March he had to halt. Second­
LlCutenant E. Kayc had come with hun, and went on to 
Shikarpur to JOln the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade, to which he 
belonged. 

From Shlkarpur the lme of the BcngJ.I Column wa.; 
dIrected t.hrough Kach Gandavd. by Dhidar and tl,c Bolan 
Pas'; to Quetta in the Shal Valley. The 2nd Bngade halted 
for a time. General Thackwdl with the Cavalry and 
Captain Grant'" Troop H A marched on the 23,-d of 
February from Shikarpur. Shah Shujd., With hi" contmgent 
previou'lly m advancc, now come on In rear. Along the 
<;outh-eabt sIde of Kach Ganddva was d. hard level plam 
beparating it from U ppcr Smd. The flver" flowmg toward" 
the Indus dIsappeared when they came to Its margin. K 0 

water, no vegetation beyond borne patches of hardy 
tamari"k shrub" were to be scen there It was called the 
Pat, or Rann. The di'>tance across it from ROJhan to 
Barshori, 26l miles, had to be made in one march. The 
l~ading portions of our force crossed it WIthout much 
difficulty, but those which had to do so in hotter weather, 
c'lpecially some small detachment,>, undcrwent extreme 
'iuffenng and lost many live'l '" From Barshorl to Dba.dar 
six marches covered 79 miles This was reacht;;d on the 
10th To Quetta the road lay for eight marche& \86 miles) all 
but the last through the Bold.n Pass The hills on either 
SIde, formed of a coarse conglomerate overlaid with clay 
and pebble'l, in "orne places closed to wlthin a few feet of 

'*' SIT Thomas !::.eaton gives a graphIC account of thIS -" From Cadet 
to Colonel." 
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the toad; in others widened out into a va.lley intersected by 
a stream which after rain was a roaring torrent. The way, 
for road there was none, along this defile cr?ssed and l"e­
crossed the river. It was necessary to increa')e the teams 
frequently, and assi!;t them with drag-ropes. The level or 
the SMI Valley is about 5,600 feet, or 4,800 above that of 
Dhadar. In the march from Ab-i-gum to Sir-i-Bol;in the 
rise is I in 25 feet, '>0 that the l~bour on the Artillery horses 
was considerable. The mornings were very cold. Major 
Cureton, 16th Lancer~, WIth the advance party, was over­
taken on the 15th of March by a snowstorm which caused 
much loss of animal., :lnd baggage Forage was scanty 
and of bad quality Karb1o!t wa<; a poor substitute for gras~: 
Captain Grant's Troop had made 73 marches-857 mile')­
on such fare 

SIr W. Cotton moved on to Qu-::tta without waiting for 
the Bombay force to come up. The crop~ in the Sheil 
Valley wen" '>till green, but delay would not have added 
much to the supply of forage. It wa<; a clear gam to have 
cros<;ed the desert whIle a~ yet the 11lght<; were cool, and 
to secure the formidable defile of the Bobin before the 
people whosp land was bemg mvaded had become awake to 
its value wa'> imperatIvely neressary As yet only band') 
of Biluch plunderer., had hovered about, tf) carry off what 
they could. Two 5ergeant., of Artrllery went out ~hf)oting 
on the 3rd of Apnl, and while in the act of gIving a Kc'tkar 
a pinch of snuff were suddenly surrounded and slain after 
killing several of theIr assaIlants. 

The Bombay Column had been much crippled for want 
of carriage. and had to be assisted in this respect from the 
front. It had moved for the sake of forage and supplier,; of 
food from Larkhana on Gandava. But the latter were so 
scarce they were nearly starvmg. Slr Alexander Burnes 
had gone to Kalat, the Khan of which place agreed to 
provide what he could. But Mahrab Khan could not 

'* The stal~ of bajra (Holcus 5or-gum) or Joar (H spi~atum). 

1839-
Marc'll. 

AI'.ril. 
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furnish much. Thi,> was afterwards made one of the pre­
texts for attacking him. SiT John Keane had gone on, and at 
Qlfetta on the 6th of April assumed the per.,omU command. 

" He determmed to push on at once towards Kandahar. 
~ajor-Gcneral Nott, with part of the 2nd nrigade and 
Captain Pontardent's Field Battery, was left at Quetta ; the 
rest moved on 

The order of march had varied according to the nature 
of the ground. In the Bolan Pas., H.M 13th L.I. led; in 
more open ground the I 6th Lancer~ But Captain Grant's 
Troop and Captam Abbott'~ Camel Battery occupied the 
.,econd and fourth places. The army l~ft Quetta on the 
7th of Apnl, and entered the KOJak Pa'>., on the 14th. 
The road here was steep and difficult, occasionally only 
Wide enough to allow a carriage or camel to pass. Drag­
rope'> were again m requisition. But all got clear at la&t.* 
From the summIt of the IJa~~, 7,457 feet elevation, the 
hills behind which lay Kandahar were visible. Short as it 
was, the Kojak defile mIght have co'>t more than a day's 
fighting before It ('QuId have been won From the rear 
came the intellIgence thclt General Wlllshire had bepn 
attacked at the head or the Bolan Pa~s. The Kan(lahar 
chiefs were preparIng to fight But on the 20th of Ap:tl 
Tej Muhamad Khan, chief of the Kakar tribe, came into 
camp and tendered his submis'>lon to Sbah Sbuja, witb 
whom he had been before thIS m corre~pondence. He Wd.S 

better known as Haji Khan Kakar, and wa~ notorious even 
among Afghans for treachery. HiS defection was a warn­
tOg platnly read by the Kandahar Sirdars, and they fled. 
So Shah Shuja took the advance, and, attended by the 
Envoy, made his public entry into the chief cIty nfWestern 
Afghanistan on the 25th of Aprd 

The army was halted at Kandahar till the 27th of 
June. During that time, Colonel R H. Sale, 13th Regi-

* On~ of Captam Grant's guns WIth Its team rolled clown the :first 
descent mto the/ass, but WIthout dny serious Injury tolnen or hor$es : 
a wheel sl1\ashe .-" Corresp. Gen Abbott," p Sr. 
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tnent, was despatched with a brigade in pursuit of tlle 
Sirdars in the direction of Girishk, some 75 miles to the 
west. But they had got across the Persia~ frontier, and 
the force returned. 

From Kandahar a political mission to Herat was als~ 
!.ent. It left on the 21st of June and reached Herat on 
the 25th of July. As the thret: prmcipal officers on thi" 
mission belonged to the Bengal ArtIllery, a brief sketch of 

~ it is given in Note D. 
i '\~ Major-General WIllshire had joined with the Bombay 
• " Column while the army rested at Kandahar. As it marched 'l away on the 27th l)f June, the old Lion of the Punjab was 
~ 1:. t breathing his last at Lahore The 4th Troop 3rd Brigade, 

• 1\ l ~ the 4th Company 2nd Battalion, Lieutenant Cooper's 
]\, ~'(}TrOOp, Shah's H.A, and the four I8-pounder guns under 
-4~ l1 Lieutenant A. W. HawkIns were left there. LIeutenant 
t\~ ~ Hawkins was tran'oferred to the Shah's H A about thl!-o 

,. 1. time. Captam Martin wIth the 3rd Troop Bombay H.A. .... :t J took CaptaIn Timings' place with the Shah's contmgent.* 
:1 ~'" Lieutenant Murray Mackenzie, who had been doing duty 
~ with the 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade, rejoined the 4th of the 
.. I 3rrl . 

l ..... " Kala t-i-Ghilzai was reached on the 4th of July. There 
was an old fort, but in ruins, on a hIll, soon after the 'icenc 
of a gallant defence The headquarters ann first Column 
reached Mukur on the 14th and halted a day. Th~ Y'cond 

Column jomed it at Ahmad Khel on the 19th,and General 
Willshire, wIth the third Column, jOl11ed the next day at 
Nani. It was reported that Smlar Afzal Khan, Do~t 

Muhamad's eldest SOI1, was preparing to attack, but no 

enemy appeared. 
On the 20th Lieut.-Colonel Wade, with the Sikh con­

tingent, moved out of Peshawar to Jamrud at the entrance 
of the Khalbar Pass. 

• rrhe reason of thIS change IS not clear. Captam Timlllg~' hOi se~ 
w~ In very good condition, but being a Native Troop It was, one 
might thjnk, ):ietter SUited to the contingent. 
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On the 21st the army Ifi()ved on Ghazni, the Ca\'alry in 
column of troops nght in front, on the right, the Artillery 
by 'he main road, and th(" Infantry in column of companies 
l("ft in front, on the left. On approaching the town some 
s~irmishing took place with the enemy, who were posted in 
the villages and gardens close to the fort. The 13th Light 
Infantry and Light Company of the J3engal European 
Regiment on the right, the 48th N.!. in the ce'1tl!e, and the 
16th N.r. on the left, were pushed forward and dislodged 
them; the Horse Artillery and the Camel Rattery opening 
upon them with shrapnel until they retlred Within the out­
works. 

Ere thlo;, Sir] ohn Keane had o;een the mi'ilake he had 
made :n lea\'ing his heavy ordnance behind A reconnaio;­
sance was made by the Engmeer officer .. , and it was d~cided 
to move round to the Kabul '>Ide. Thi., was effected 
dunng the night. Abd-ul-Rashld Khan, a nephew of the 
Dost, had come over to us From him ,,\e learned tha!- all 
the gates had been bUIlt up inSIde except the Kabul gate. 
~lr John Keane had one re'>ource left, that of blOWing in 
this gate and attempting an a",sault, and this, on the advice 

'" of hiS Engineer':>, he resolv~d to try. 
The arrangement'; were well-made and carefully carried 

out, in accordance With the order-; of the 22nd All the 
batteries were to be In pO<'ltion dUrIng the night of the 23rd, 
their righ~ above the village on the hill north-east of the 
fortress, and their left among the garden'> on the Kabul 
road. About three a.m. they were to open fire, and 
draw the attentIOn of the enemy fr0m the actual point 
of attack. 

It was a gusty night The Engineer party carrying the 
b,tgs of powder under Captains Thomson and Peat, with 
LIeutenants Duranu and MacLeod (Bengal), were followed 
by the advance stormers, under Colonel Dennie, H.Mo's 
13th Regiment, the Light CompanIes of the 2nd, 17th, and 
Bengal Europeans, and one company of the 13th. The 
main body, under Brigadier Sale, were the rest of the 2nd, 
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13th, 17th, and Bengal Regiments, while Brigadier Roberts 
led the 35th, the 16th, and 48th :-.I.I. as a reserve. 

The explosion was rather too successful, for Captain 
Thomson had, to guard against failure in the event of the 
gate having been bUilt up, partially or altogether, msid~, 
applied a heaVier charge"* than the mere woodwork re­
quired, and it" not only destroyed the gate, but brought 
down a considerable portion of the roof of the square 
building in which it was placed." The bugle sounded the 
advance, Dennie, at the head of his men, rushed through 
the smoke and dust over the ruins, and were soon inside. 
engaged with those of the gam son who had hurried to the 
spot. Captain I'eat had been thrown to the ground, 
stunned by the concussion. Sale pi essing on, heard from 
him, unconsclOu~ of Dennie's success, that the entrance 
was blocked up, and for a few mmutes they were halted, 
till another Engmeer officer' reported that the advance 
party had got in, when they prc'3sed on, but in that brief 
time the number of the defender'3 had rapIdly mereaseci. 
In the struggle on the rumcd masonry Sale was wounded 
III the face by a cut from a ~abre, but, aldcd by Captam 
Kershaw of the [3th, at; he was engaged on the ground 
with his opponent, mastert;d and slcw the Afghan. SOOI1 

the colours of that regiment (the first pl<lI1ted on the ram­
parts by EnSign Frere) were ~een flying in the brect.c, ~l1d 
Ghazni was won. 

The casualties were comparatIvely small, 3.mounting for 
the 2 I 5t and 2 3rd to 18 kIlled, I 72 wounded, and one mi~"tng • 

* So said Captam Peat, who assl<;ted In the nece55ary caJculatIOll~, 
but without mfernng any blame, for he ,tdclccl In hl~ rcport that It 15 

Impossible, even now, to say how much the charge 111lght have been 
reduced WIth safety But In lluth, as g.lteway'i of Onental fort!> were 
commonly constructed, p charge of 100 1b5 would be \cry hke1y to 
briag down some masonry as well a'i \\ oodwork, espeu.lUy If the 
upper portlon of the bUlldmg!> on either Side rested .1t all on the cros~· 
beaJU$ fOlmlIlg the roof descnbed by CaptaIn Peat, and It would 
$eetn ~hat the charge was more than the 120 Ibs us!>lgned as the hmlt 
by Colonel P~ley. 

t Colonel Denllle gives hiS name, Captam Thomson.--" PelS. Nan," 
P.17· 

I8.}9. 
July. 
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0' them the 3rd Troop BomLay H.A. had two men wounded. 
The names of Brigadier Stevemon, Captains Coghlan and 
Backhouse were honourably mentioned in Sit Johtil Keane's 
dec;,patch 
$ 

The army resumed its march on the 30th. Lieutenant 
G. 1). Sealy, with the Bombay Company of Golandaz, and 
a small detail of the Shah's H.A., was left in charge of the 
captured ordnance Lieutenant G. A Pruen (2nd Co. 2nd 
Batt.), who was ]11, was al.,o left behind. Both these 
officers rejoined their battery when it pa'5"ed through again 
in September 

Do.,t Muhamad had lOtended making a .,tand at Maidan. 
but the treachery of hi., follower;, prevented hIm, and he 
fled across the h!lb toward,> Bamian. HI" guns were found 
in position, abandoned. near Arghandi, west of the cIty of 
Kabul, before whIch the army encamped on the 6th of 
Augmt 

A party of Cavalry, under Captain] Outram, had been 
sent in pursuit of the Do,>t. Twelve officers, all dashilll:!" 
rider., and bold men, volunteered for this service, and were 
sent. They were Captam" ] B. Backhouse, Artillery; F. 
Wheler and G St P. Lawlcnce, 2nd Bengal Cavalry; ]. 
Chrt!>tie (Shah's service) and R S. Trcvor, 3rd Bengal 
Cavalry, G. K. Erskine (Poonah Hor;,e), 1st Bombay 
Cavalry; Tayler, 106.~~1'JOMol' Regiment, Cohn Troup, 
48th Bengal N.I. ; Lieutenants W. Broadfoot,~ European 
Regiment, lIogg, 21ld Bombay N.I.; W. H Ryve." 61st 
Bengal N 1., and A"'>lstant-Surgeon Worral. 

But along with them the noted Haji Khan Kakar was 
'>ent ThiS man Wd.-, now in corrc'5pondence with the Dost, 
a" he formerly had been with Shah Shuja, and, by inter­
posing ob<.;tacle& and delay the whole way, so effectually 
hindered Outram'., progress that the Dost had crossed the 
frontier while he wa., yet thirty miles dhtant. So he had 
to return. It was as well, perhap.,. Had he been brought 
back a prisoner some har..,h treatment might have been 
added to the injustice of deposing him. Sir W. MacN aghten 
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would not have written. to Mr. Robertson· the remark­
able confession that he was the unoffendmg victim of 
our policy, and Lord Auckland might not have had the 
oppor.tunity of receiving him, not as a captive rebel, bot 
with the courtesy due to a prince. t 

After the army had reached the capital, the 4th Troop 
3rd Brigade, which had been left at Kandahar in June, 
marched up to headquarters in August. Captain 1 imlOgs' 
health had been failing, and Lieutenant Mackenzie was in 
virtUal command. 

On the 3rd, Lieut,-Colonel Wade, with the Shahzada 
TlmurJ arrived at Kabul The opposition met with was 
not serious. Lieutenant Barr, in a pleasantly-written book, 
described the events of the march. On the 17th a grand 
durbar was held, at which certain officers were invested by 
Shah Shuja with the insignia of an order newly-created by 
him--that of the Dunini Empire, or, a5 it was called, the 
Darr-i-Durani.+ The followmg ArtIllery officers received 
the decoration -

Brigadier T Stevenson, Bombay 
Major E. D' A. Todd, Benga1 
Lieut.-Colonel P. L. Pew, Bengal 
Major Eldred Pottinger, Bombay 
Captain A. Abbott, Bengal 
Captain W. Ander50n, Bengal 
Captain Ii."Garbett, Bengal 
Captain J. Abbott, Bengal 
Lieutenant R. C. Shakespear, Bengal 

.. } 
.. j 

.. , 
. , 

~ 

2nd elas.,. 

3rd Class 

The 6me had now arrived when, accordlllg to the 
original intention of the Governor-General, the troops 
should be withdrawn from Afghani'itan. But it was plain 
to the Envoy and everyone el .. e that on our withdrawal 
the King we had set up would fall, and the fall proclaim 

• .. Kave," 1., p. 568, note 
t It is plau) from Kare's account, which only repeats all others, 

that the sympaJhlcs of Bntlsh officero; were on the side of Dost Mu­
hamad. 

~ " Pearl of dle Duranl." 

September" 
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cur failure. Lord Auckland decided, therefore, that a 
brigade of Bengal troop~ must remain, Sir John Keane 
returning with the rest through the Punjab., and that 
<1eneral WIU.,hire was to take the Bombay troops back by 
the southern route; one Bengal company of Artillery, the: 
3rd Company 2nd Battalton, procel"'ding to Sukkur. 

The 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade H A., 16th Lancers, 3rd 
Light Cavalry, 3rd Local Horse, and the N.I. which had 
come wIth Colonel Wade, went by Peshawar. The first 
Column left Kabul on the 15th of October pa~!>ed through 
the Khaibar defile without oppo~ition, and go: to Pe!>hawar 
on the 7th of November The second Column had some 
attacks in the pa ... " to repel, especially on the re"l.r guard 
and baggage. but all Were got through with comparatIvely 
little lo.,s. On the 2nd of January, 1840, SIr J. Keane 
having crost.ed the Sutlcj, published a gener'!l order at 
Ferozepore, breakmg up that portion of the army of the 
Indus. 

Major-General WIlbhlre with the Bombay Column left 
Kabul the 18th of September He took, after pa!>!>;ng 
Ghazni, the more direct route to Quetta, about 85 miles le,>s 
than that by Kanclah:tr HI'> order!> were to move upon 
Katat, th" chief of whIch the SlOd poltttcal'3 had declared 
guilty oftreachery, on very doubtful eVIdence"" On reaching 
Quetta., it was found neces~ary to reduce the force for 
this service owmg to the want of carnage and supplie ... 
there, as well a') forage on the road. Most of the Horse 
Artillery, Captain Pontardent's Mule Battery, and the 
Cavalry marched by Gandava, whlle the General, with 
two guns of the 3rd Troop (LIeutenants Fort.ter, H. Creed, 
and Woosnarn). four of the Shah's H.A. (LieutUlant G. L. 
Cooper), the Engmeert., two nSdlas Local Horse, the 

* He had not been proved gUIlty of an) o~ert M .. t of hostJltty ; the 
worst that was saId was that he had thrown dlffiLultles In the way of 
our obtammg supplies. So the attack on our part In defiance of 
natIonal TIghts went far to JustIfy Akba.r Khan'!> bItter remark that we 
had taught every chIef to he and cheat by our eJ..ample (~Ulst, p. 
252) 
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Queen's Royals, 17th Regiment, and 31st Bengal N.!. 
took the direct route to Kalat. 

As General WJilshire drew near, it was ~ecn that three 
heights on the north-west face of thc town were held by 1 

the enemy with nve guns. Captain Peat, reconnoitring, 
reported that it wall necessary to carry the'>e fir<;t. Major 
Pennycuick, 17th Regiment, wlth two compaOlCS took the 
gardens and enclosures on the north-east face; two com­
panies acted a~ support'> and maintained connection with 
the main attack by three columns on the hClght'> Briga­
dier Steven'>on, moving on rapidly to the front, opened an 
effective fire which compelled the enemy to retire, leav­
ing their guns. Lieutenant H. For~ter commanded the two 
guns of his Troop; Lieutenant., Cooper and Creed each 
two of the Shah's The two former next took up a 
position on the heights, firing on the defence., of the city; 
while Lieutenant Creed moved round on the left to 
within two hundred yard<; of It. A few rounds opened 
a passage, through which Major PennycUlck and his men 
effected an entrance. The citadel ",ab next carried, and 
lhe chief fell fighting to the la'>t-a victim to our policy 
of inju'>tice. 

The only casualties in the ArtdlclY in this busine~<, 

were two pnvates and one gun la~car of the Shah'., 
wounded. The thanks of the General 111 111', despatch 
were glven to the Bngadier, Lieutenant., For~ter and 
Cooper, and Captain Coghlan, Lieutenant'> Woo~nam and 
Creed were al~o recorded for approbatIon. 

From thence the force proceeded .,>outhward on It.., way 
to Bombay, having accomplished the la'>t act tl1dt marked 
the invasion of Afgh;tnistan. 

November. 
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APPENDIX. 

NOTE A. 

Names of Officers of the Bengal ArtIllery who served In Afghamstan 
from December, 1833, tllJ December, 1839. 

Major Bt. -Lt.-Col. 
CapllUn 

" .. 
Bt.-C~ptam 

.. 
(Major I;; Per.la) 

Llelltf'nant 

lmd-Lieuten.lnt 

.. 
" 
" 

Asst. ·Surgeon 

l'eter L Pew 
Henry Tnmngo; .. 

I 
Augustu. Abbott 
Charles (;rnnt ... 
Hubert Garhett" 

I 
Edward F. Day 
\V,lham Al1<1""on 
Juhus H. Backhllu~"t 
lame, Abbott .. 

Franclq K. Duncan 
Elliott D'Arcy Todd 

4th Hall. 
4'3 H. 

2-6 

.. 2-2 lI. 
4-: 
Comy. Onl 
~hah', II A 
Bde Malor 
4-2 

22 II 

John An(\er~on . 2'2 H. 
Oco Hall MacGregor \ 
(,eorge L (.ooptr Shah" J! A 
Richmond C. Shake.pear 4·G 
Robert Walker 4-2 
Munay l\1.l.ckenzic 4 3 11 

MI<.hael Dawe •. 
Wilham Barr 

, Frank Turner 

Robert \Varburton 

Ale>.ander \V lla\\kln' 

Edward Kaye t .. 
ChaTie. A. Ureene 

G Rae ... 

2-6 
4-2 H. 
!-lhah", If.A 
\ 2-6 
I Shah\ H A. 
( 4-3 J I. 
I Shah', II.A . 
2.2 H. 

f 4'2 
22 H. t Shah', IJ.A 
~ "i. lI.A. 

Commandmg 
Vied at Kabul, ~eptem· 

ber 12th, 1839 

]'ohtlcal Attached 
Heral MISSion 

to 

Pohtlcal-Mlly. Seey. to 
Envoy 

Pohtlcal-AsM.lo Envoy 

Did duly \Hth 2-2 H.A. 
till the army rellchcd 
Kandahar, when hi: re­
JOined hiS Troup· .. • 

.. Appoutted to the 4th Troop ,3l'd Brigade H.A I 1JtCe Tlmmgs. 
t A~pointed at KaPul to raise a mountam battery for the Shah's serVlce, for 

which \,Urpose 'Pe returned to lndia with the troop~ under Sir J Ke,me. 
tWas attaChed to 4~3 H A. at Shlkarpur. 

C 2 



20 

NOTE B. 
Names of OffiCer., of the Bomba} Artiller) who ~erved 111 AfghanIstan 

from December, 1838, tllI December, 1839. 

Lleut -Colonel Thom'b ~le, en,on Bngaclier Commanding 
Captain lohn L10}<1 2nd C(, 2nd Ball 

" 
Tame, H 1\1. Marlm 3rcl TlO"l' H A 
fram'l'> J I'ontardenl l~t C,. 21'<\ Balt 

" 
'VIlIi,un 1II Coghlan I Bngade 1\1aJ"r 

Bt. -C~pta1l1 
Tho,. E Cotgrave 4th Troop 11 A 
Rlcharc1 \'I.'arrlen Com1l1l',,,ar} 'Jf OlXl· 

nancc 
Lieutenant If enry For,ler ,1(1 Trw p H A 

" 'Vii ham A "t t'l.ur 4th Troop II A 

" Robert C \V"nnal<l 4th Troop 1 T A 

" TohnJacoh hl C" 2nd Hat! 

" 
Henry Cree,l 2 1(\ Co 2nd Batt 
Thom,l' (',1I,[m,1 2n,\ Co 2nd Batt 
Jame,> B Woo..,nam ,'..Hle-de Canll' to BLlg. 

~t<-ven'un 

" 
Ceorge A. Pruen 2nd Cu. 2nd Bat! 

:10<1 LIeutenant Edward J B.lync- hl Co 2nd Batt. Dleri at ()lIettn Augu.t 
x839, of Cholera 

" 
George l' 0..;,,011) 2nd Co 2nd Batt 
T. ( •. McDonell hl C", 2nd Batt 

,. ) AlllOld H Kemball 3td Troop I [ A 

IN UPPER SINH 

Ma,)or l; W _ Gll"on 
Ca plam VI' Brell 

1~t.·Captall1 E A. l-arquhnr,()J1 
Lleulenant G Hntt 

NOTE C 
The eqUlpment of the Bomb.ty battenes, notwlth~tanding the 

t'fforts made 111 1836 to assImIlate all <;uch detaIls in the three 
Pre&idenCIes, dIffered from ours. As In "Bengal till now, each 
troop had four 6·pounder guns and two 12-pounder howitzers. 
But Captam Lloyd's battery had no guns, only 24-pounder hOWlt­
zers. The late Major-General G. P. Sealy, who gave me a good 
deal of information relative to the BombayArtillery in Afghan'istan, 
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dId not know how long this had been the case, or why It was so" 
Captam Lloyd had only )m.t replaced bullocks wIth horses, which 
were Dot received by hun till he was '>tartlng for Afghamstan 
They had to be broken In as they went along i 

Captam Pontardent'b battery had mule draft. SIr Charles Co~­
Ville, tne Commander m-,hlef, had &uggested the employment of 
thIs ammal for Hor~e ArtIllery wagons, and some were Imported 
from PersIa about 1823 FIve years after that, they wert. turned 
over to the loot ArtIllery, and m 1836 there wa~ m addltlOn to 
the four trooP& of Horse ArtIllery only one orgam5ed field battery 
of four gun" drawn by lIlUles, and 5tatlOned In Kutch 

The Board of ArtIllery OfficLrs convened In Calcutta 111 183 6 
to cOl1sldel tht.. as"m'l.llatlOn of b.lttery eqUlpment:, throughout 
IndIa, recommended hor"L draft for all field batteTle", but there 
were none <,upphed tIll ih£' outbreak of the Afghan 'Var Captam 
Pontardent" battcry had beff)re that been supplJed with the 
nunlber of mule" Lud down by th(. cnmmlttee ::t" necessary, VlZ., 
team& of eight for hoth gun" and wagon'>. t\\ 0 for two '>taff-ser­
geant" and t\\O for the bugler", and twehc sp.lre Total 112. 

NOl E 1> 
MAJOR 10D1>',> J\IISSION 10 H:b RAl 

:MaJor lodd had becn employed m Perbta "1I1ce 1833, mstruct­
mg the artillerymen of the ~hah, who conferrl!'d Upon blm the 
Order of the I,lon and the Sun At thL tIme of the blege of 
Herat, he ",n" actmg a., ~Lcretary of LegatIOn to Mr McNeIll, 
who deputed h11n to \\-;llt upon the Governor General of Indhi 
at Simla rhence he wa'> appollltLil MIlttary Secretary to l\1r 
MacNaghten, Em.oy wlth the army of the Indu" 

l<rom Kandahar, Mr MacNaghten deputed hun to Hl.rat, to 
negotiate a treaty '\lth Its rukr, ~hah kamran. Captam James 
Abbott twa" lus a-';SI1.tant Captal!) L Sandu'>, Bengal Engmeers. 
WIth Lieutenant" R C Shake"pear, Bengal .r'\rttllery, and C. }< 
North, Bombay Engmeers, and thirty bappers accompamed them, 
as also Drs. Logm and RItchIe The 1111551011 arrIved at Herat 
on the 25th.of July, 1839 

One of Its objects was to stop, a" far a" PO<'51ble, the cruel 
traffic m slaves carned on by all the central A1.Ia. tnbe!>, I!1 which 

• As a 9-pounder gUll Wllh limber, stores, and mnmuOltJOn weighed 
a little over th1rty-fCJur cwt, dud .~ z4-pounder hOWItzer thlrtY-$Ix, 
welght ":0014 not have been td.b.en mto ac,-ount 

t l\taJO'r-Gel'leral G P ~ed.Jy and 1\1a]or T GaJ5ford. 
:1: Todd was JUnior In the regunertt to Brevet-Captctln Abbott, but 

had the local rank of 1\'IaJor In Per!>l& d.J1d Afghant~td.n, and the latter 
W8.$ only then aoppf.unted to pollucal employ. 
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every Khan participated, nvn~ wor<;e in tlus respect than Yar 
Muhamad, M10lster of Herat, the Khan of Khiva, and the 
Turkoman tnbe towards the CaspIan Sea 

DUrIng the protracted stay of the MIS!.lon at Herat, General 
Perotfski was sent from Orenburg toward!. Khlva WIth a force to 
eumpel the relea!.e of some hundreds of RussIan captlves del~llned 
10 slavery there. But hls cattle peT1!.hed from the seventy of the 
weather, the snow lay five feet thIck, and he had to retreat l1l the 
early part of 1840. Colonel Stoddart, who had been on the 
Persian Legation WIth Todd, wa!. at Rukhara, but unable to com­
mumcate wllh hI'i countrymen. 

Major Todd, therefore, selected Captam Abbott to proceed to 
KhlVa to negotiate for the relea!.e of the RU%Ian captives. Thl<; 
officer, If pos~e"'ied ot the rom.lntlc cast of mmd attnbuted to hIm 
by Kaye, had an mtrepld 'ioul, and a 11lgh sen'ie of duty that 
would face any danger, and yet not be !:.wayed laO much by the 
natural kmdhness of hi'> dl"'pO~ltlofl The ta!:.k, therefon·, wa!. a 
conge mal one 

'Vhen Captrun Abbott left Herat f.)r Khiva m December, 1839, 
General Peroff!:.kl wa!. advanclIlg on I', and the Khan l-Jazrat !:.t II I 
professed wIllmgne!:.s to accept Bll~l!:.h fnend!:.hlp After the Rus­
SIan force fell back, one motive In that duectlOn dlsappea.red. 
The underhand 111tngues of Var Muhamad whlle he accepted 
BntIsh gold, were ~teadlly directed to fOIl the effm ts and mftuence 
of our politIcal officers. They contnbuted to keep Colonel Stod­
dart 111 a dungeon at Bukhara, and followed Abbott on hi" pf'ri­
lous journey 

Fmdmg that the Governor of Orenburg had "topped all com­
mumcation between Khlva and the RU~!'Ian Emperor, CaptaIn 
Abbott, at the Khan's entreaty, undertook to VI'5It the RUSSIan 
Court, beanng the Khan''i offer to !:.carch out and hberate all 
RUSSian" en!olaved 111 Kh:insm The Chlef of the Chaodur Tur­
komans was !:.ent a!:. hI'> gUldl' WIth orders to e'>C'ort him to Novo 
Alexandrotf, called by the Turkoman» Da<;ht Kulla, or the Stone 
Fort. But he, at thc m~tance of Var IVTuhamad It was belIeved, 
on reach111g a part of the Ca:;,plan Sea where no boab were to be 
had, refu;,ed to go on to Alcxandroff, hIgher up, and left hIm, 
and ~t hIS mstlgatlon a party of Ka/ak" attacked Abbott on the 
22nd of Apnl. The latter e!.caped I11deed WIth life, by a proVl· 
dential combmatlOn of circumstances, but wltl) a se\<erely muti­
lated TIght hand. For eighteen da)~ he and hI., servants were 
prisoners 111 the Kazlk tents tIll the Akhunz.ida, who had followed 
from KhIva, arnved WIth an escort, rclea<,cd and conducted him 
to Novo Alexandroff, whence he went to RUSSIa and afterwards 
to England. 

FIVe months subsequently, Lieutenant R. Shakespear left Herat 
to complete what Abbott had prepared the way for, and was the 
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il'l.eatls '<I-) delivering the wretched captIves For th15 he was 
kmp,tcd ~fpl reachmg England The honour was well deserved, 
'but Ahbott should not have gone unrewarded 

Meanwhile, Major Todd was mamtammg Ill!) post at Herat under 
the greatest difficultle,> Shah Kamrin had for ~orl)e time bten 
reCeiving annually large sums from the Indian Government, but 
the treachery and Insolence of Var Muharnncl became more JIlLl 

more unbearable Dost Muhamad wa:. III Indm, bl., sons a<; )el 

'had nqt acqUIred a leadJIlg mfluence 10 Afgham5tan, but the 
tntngues of the Herat MImE-ler kept ahve a '>plnt of rC~I"LanCt:: 
to us. Todd knew all thlb, '30 did our Envoy at Kabul, 50 dId 
the Governor-t~eneral at Calcutta. There werl' proof.., that Yar 
Muhamad wa5 plottIlJg the dc.:.,trucllOn of the Mlc,c,llm, and an 
attack on the Hntl5h gam >on tlt Kandahir. The sulmdy to 
Soah Kamr.in wa:, 5topped Yar MuhaI1l.ld demanded It') pay­
ment and a large additional 'iUlH, but W.l& refused, and thl'> brought 
matters to a climax. Major Todd waE- told he mu"t either pay 
the money or leave IIcrat He (ho,>e the latter alternat1ve as 
the only one conslE-Lcnt With the hOllou! of the Government he 
represented, broke up hI') camp, left Herat, and letuTJ1ed to 
Kandahar 

But Lord Auckland judged differently, and With a hasty mju~­
tice foreIgn to hl'i nature, begoLten perll.1ps of a feelmg that hie; 
polley In Afghal1l~td.n wa" all a nmtake, he repudiated Major 
Todd's act, and removed hU11 trum pohtlcal employment So 
he went back to 1m. leglmenl, but deeply a., he felt the blow to 
111s public reputatIOn and hl" proc,pect'i, 111~ ~tnct scn'>e of duty 
and upnght Chmtlan character, ..,hol1f' a.., bnghLly 111 the routIne 
of battery duty a~ It had done 111 the lluport.1nl ,melmore dIfficult 
poSition of l'ohtlcal Oltiu:r. 



CHAPTER II 

AF('HAN WAR-OCCUPATION, 184°-1841. 

DlSTRrBU J ION or ARTILLERY -OperatIOn" m BlluLhlstan-Defence of Kahan 
-Deo.th of Brigadier .... lc\enson-Acllon at plf(.hll.tla-KlI.bul-~lte fot 
Cantonment-Pa~hut Taken-l!,xpedilion to Bamllln- Marchof 4th Troop 
3rd Brigade over the Pa!>.~e" under Lieutenant I'll: Machnzle-Ce.l?tam 
lxarhett Joml>-OperntlOn<, In thL valley-Return to Kahul and India of 
the 4th Troop 3rd Bngade-"ak ~ OperatlOn~ 111 Kolmtan -lbt Troop lbt 
Bngacle and Mountam Battery (oml;" from Indla-Kandabar-Nott'. 
Operallons-Ta71-D"turbed "t'\te .)f BllucluMan-Movement!) of ArtIllery 
-Attack on blln-Lleuten,\nt Lrt'ed Killed-OperatIOn), m .l.1111lndawar 
-Kabul-Zurnnt :bxpe,httpn-Ih,lrIbutl0n of Artillery-bale goes to 
warus Jahllabad-Outhreak '\t h.al>lll-Murder of Burne<; and llroadfoot­
Of Maule-Fnvoy Neg-oUale, -Preparatlon, f')T h.etreat-Ln\ oy Murdered 
by Akbar Khan-ketreat and De~tructlOn of Kabul }< orce-Artdler} 
Regimental Older-E)r~ s L,..ltLr-Noble behwlOur oftb\! I'\t Tr()cp t<;1 
BngD.de-It~ De\ otlOn and L IOflOU, 1;!1Jt\ 

WHEN Sir John Keane returned to India, Major-General 
Sir WIlloughby Cotion was left In cluef command in 
Afghanistan, WIth hIS headquarters at Kabul Portions of 
the northern force were on detached duty at and about 
JalAlabcid, In the Bamlan Valley and at Ghazm. 

Major-General Nott commanded at Kandahar, WIth the 
troops at Quetta under him. 

Brigadier T. Steven~on, of the Bombay Artillery, com. 
manded in Upper Smd, WIth hiS headquarters at Sukkur. 
The communicatIOn With the Punjab was not yet closed 
that by Smd was open. 

The Artillery were at first <;tationed as follows .~ 
At Kabul.-Half of No. 6 Field Battery /I under 

Lieutenant Dawes. 

• Camels had been found very unswtable for the ground tb~ bad 
to work over, and Captam Abbott had got leave In August, after the 
capture of Ghazm, to replace them wzth horses, for whIch harl.le$5 
had been brought The change was lnade WlthOlit loss of tune, an~ 
the Kabul! horses. though smail, were :so capable of work and $0 SOIim 
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Q 1840. detachment was attacked by numbers of Marri people and 
destroyed, when only a few miles on their way. ICaptain 
Brown's p0sition with his small force was very perilou!', but 
he and Lieutenant Erskine held the post gallantly. In 

August. August Major Clibbom, 1st N.r, was scnt to reinfore him 
with a detachment of 464 Infantry, 200 Cavalry, and three 
field howitzers under Captain H. Stamford, encumbered, 
however, with a convoy of 1,200 camels and 600 bullocks. 
Close to Kahan the road went over the N afusk H ills about 
3,000 feet high. A formIdable ascent led up tc the top of 
the pass. When Major BIllamore had been here in the 
January before, Lieutenant J Jacob, of the Bom.bay 
Arttllery, accomphshcd the dIfficult taqk of making a road 
over thIS and the Sartof Pa"q, otherwise It would have been 
impractIcable. But now the tnbc" had collccted to bar 
the way, the terrible heat wa" inten<;ificd by the want of 
water a<; they went up the hJlI; and Major Cltbborn, after 
losing 179 killed and 92 wounded and spIking hIS guns, had 
to retIre to Pula]1. CaptaIn Brown subsequently conclllrle.d 
a treaty with the Btluch chief and marched With his men 
unmolested to Pula]1 on the bt of October. 

Brigadier Stevcn-.on had d1cd at Sukkur on the 9th of 
August, a'ld Major-General G. H Brooke~ wa'> command­
ing in Upper Sind HearIng that NaSir Khan, the young 
son of the late Khan of KaLlt, had collected a large force 
at Kotra, about seven mIle., south-we;,t of Gandava, Colonel 
Marshall wa;, sent against him. He found a force at 

December N Plfchatta, attacked and defeated them With 10'>5. Lieutenant 
Pruen, commandIng two guns and a detaIl 5th .company of 
Golandaz, was honourably mentlOned. 

1839. It will be more convenient now to detail the operations 
immediately under the officer commanding at Kabul. 

Some of the chiefs had nomInally given in their adhesion 
to Shah Shuja, but Dost Muhamad was hovering about, 
and the country was unsettled. As winter appmached it 
was necessary to assign quarters to the troops. At first 
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they were placed in the Bali Hissar, which Lieutenant!> 1839-
Durand and Sturt held was the only defenstble spot. But 
the BaJa Hissar belonged to the King; our stay was to be 
but brief. Shah Shuja would not hear of this being con-
tinued, so we Yielded to him and the Envoy, and fixed upon 
a spot to the north of the Kabul River, where an exten"ive 
parallelogram was marked out for a cantonment; as a 
defensive post it was quite unsuitable, not so much from 
the weakness of the ramparts, for "tout heart" behind weak 
walls will not fear, but it was on low ground commanded 
on every side, had no flanking defence, and the city it!>elf 
was a bar to its commU111catlOn With Ghazni on the i>outh 
and the Punjab on the ea"t. 

Immediately after the return of LlCutenant Dawes from 
Ghazni, Captam Abbott''l Battery marched, on the ~nd of 
November, for ]aLJJabac1 as part of an escort With Shah 
Shuja. They only leached that place on the 12th of 
December. Next month half the battery formed part 
of a force under LlCut.-Colonel Orchard, C B, bt Ben- 1 840 

gal Europf>an Regiment, "ent to the Kunar Val1ey, the Janua.ry. 

chief of which was I efractory. The town of Pashut, 
about fOJ:ty miles 111 a dU'ect line north-ea'lt of Jalala-
bad, was reached on the 16th of January. Abnut 400 

yards from Pashut '>tood a fort With a rampart 18 feet 
high and 10 feet thick at base, With an outer wall 
at a distance of 10 feet. Such a work could not be January IBt} 

breached with field piece,>. They demoh'lhed the outer 
gate, however, but a traverse hid the mner one from sight 
It had been ralOing SlOce mornmg. Lieutenant PlgOU 
took up some bag~; of country powder to blow open the 
inner gate, which was of maS'>lve construction, but the 
powder, absorbing addItional mOisture from the clouds, 
would not ignite A second attempt was made With all 
the powper CaptalO Abbott could spare, which he advised 
shook! be taken up in barrels. The weight, 133 Ibs., was 
thought too great. and it was taken up in two baskets. 
Onfe did not reacli the gate, the other failed, and the 
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attempt Wa" not renewed, but the garnson evacu~ted the fort that 
afternoon. 

After remaining some time longer in the valley, Colonel Orchard 
returned to J al;dabad, and on the roth of May 
the force was back In Kabul. 

1839 rJ"eviou~ to all thl~, in con5cquence of Dost 
Muhamad hav1I1g fled to Khulum, Captain Hay, 
Shah's Infantry, was ~ent v. lth a force to occupy 
the Bamldl1 Valley, J r 2 miles west-north-west 
from Kabul. LIeutenant M. MackenzIe, wIth 
the 4th T/oop 3rd Hrig-ade, went wIth it. Lieu­
tenant E. Kaye wa~ the only other officer Cap­
ta1l1 Tlmlngs-dl('d at Kabul on the 12th of Sep­
tember, the day they marched. The march over 
the H1l1du Khush, J.bove 12,000 feet here, waS a 
very unu<;ual feat for wheeled Arttllery. French 
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troops had done the like before, but not with Hindustani soldiets. 
The dIfficulties commenced at Arghandi, about 18 miles ft'08l 

Kabul. After' surmounting a steep and rugged pass, they, were 
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met by an exploring party under Lieut.-Colonel Salter of 1839. 
the Cavalry, Captain Thom'>on and Lieutenant Sturt of 
the Engineers, who reported the range,> beyond impossible 
for gun~, and f:.aid they would recommend their recall 
Mackenzie, however, went on The de'>cent from the 
summit of the fil5t range, somewhat le% rough, led into a 
beautiful valley, through which flowed the Kabul RI\el. 
The guns were taken along thiS, ascendmg to Slr-l­
Chashma, the source of the river, a" it'> name sigmfie<; 
Beyond thi:., the Koh-i-Baba range 'leparated the Bamldn 
from the. Kabul Valley. The U nell Pa:.:. (about I 1,400 feet) .... LptemlJer. 

was reached, and the cold was intense After con"ider-
able difficulty, and hlo day .. ' hard wOJl~, the boop encamped 
on the 2 r <;t on the plateau of Yuat, a ..,mall mud fort. 

Here, m con"equence of Major Thom'lon'5 report, order,> 
to halt were receIved The hor~e:" three gum. and theIr 
ammunitIOn-wagon" \\ere to be sent back, the remaining 
three to be transported to Bamidl1 on elephant'> 1 his \I a'l 
a great dbappolOtment So much had alreacly been dC­
compltshed, the "\rtJIlery officel f:, thought the re"t might 
be achieved. LIeutenant., 'vV. Brr)adfoot, of the Shah\ 
Gurkha Reglment,* and M Mad .. enzle went on to examine 
the Irak, the hlghe:.t pel'>'> to be clo'>'>ed They reporled 
there waf:, no difficulty which might not be overcome With 
a little labour. On thl:', CaptdlO Hayasked for perml,>f:,IOn 
to take on the whole troop, and whIle they waited for a 
reply from Kabul, Broadfoot collected ,>ome Ha7dra." and 
went forward to improve the road, whIle the troop, fOJ 
convenience of forage, went on do\\- 11 to Garddl1 Dl\v..il, on 
the River Helmand. The permi:,f:,IOI1 to pi oceed waf:, re-
ceived on the 30th. Three ,'ltfficult marche,> blOught them October. 

to the foot of the Irak Paf:.S 
Then cpmmenced a longer and ':lteeper a'>cent. The October 3rd. 

guns, Umbers, and wagons were dragged up separately, 
the Infantry and aoout 200 Hazaraf:. assi!.ting; and after 
a hard days wotik the troop was <;afely encamped at the 
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1839. north, west foot of the mountain. The snow, of the pre­
ceding winter here lay still on the ground. 

Octobef4th. Next day they got through a defile enclosed by steep 
rocks, keeping it in almo<3t perpetual gloom. Even now the 
sun's rays only reached the small brook flowing northward 
for four hours of the day. Then, after many interruptions 
from dangerou<3 ledges of rock, down a rapid descent to 
Miani lrik, where the glen opened l)ut into a small valley 
with ..,ome cultivation and a few inhabitant,>, many of 
whom lived in caves. 

October Sth. The Khuski ghat wa" yet to be pa"..,ed. It was of in-
sigmficant height compared with the others, but of greater 
difficulty, and the march occupied I7 hours. The night 
wa" pa..,sed in a narrow def.le, a mere fissure in the 
mountain. 

October 6th. Cro<;sed the la'it ndge and encamped at Zohak, where 
the first 'lnow fell. Next day the troop marched to 
Bamian, where it was destmed to remain for a year and 
a day. The gunner", being natives of India, were un­
accustomed to the cold temperature, but all worked well. 
The horses were not very much the wor<;e for the scarcity 
of forage, whIch lasted till summer crops appeared. The 
carriage3 had stood the rough work well, and were favour­
ably reported upon by Lieutenant Mackenzie, to whom, 
as well a" to Lieutenant Kaye, the greatest credit is due 
for the manner in which the difficulties they encountered 
were overcome without any accident to either men, horses, 
or materiel. 

The Bamian VaHey i" a "mall one, only about 14 miles 
from Zohak to Surakh-darra (red gate), and from half a 
mile to less than a hundred yards broad. Three forts. 
sufficiently contiguous for mutual defence, were selected 
as winter quarters. They were afterwards connected by 
field-works. 

Noveml,cr. On' the 2nd of November a small force was sent to 
Saigh;in, 37 miles north of Bamian. Two riyals were 
contending for the mastery of this valley. Gholam Beg, 
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son of the Khulum chief, was besieging the fort of Sar-i­
Sang for the claimant who was in the interest of the Dost. 
Dr. Lord, the Political Agent, wished to surprise him, and 
Lieutenant Mackenzie with 65 of his troopers acting as 
Cavalry, a small party of Christie's Horse, and Lieutenant 
Broadfoot with 120 of the Shah's Gurkhas mounted on 
ponies, were sent. The Cavalry out-marched the mounted 
Infantry, and the Usbeg,>, caught at their morning meal, 
fled without a fight. Trifling a'> the affair was, it led to 
important results. Dost Muhamad fled from Khulum to 
Bukhara, where the Amir made a prisoner of him. 

Captain H. Garbett had been posted. to the native troop 
~'icc Timings, and joined it in the begmning of March. 
He travelled alone from Kandahar, the country being 
peaceful, and had performed the hundred miles from 
Arghandi on foot, as the mountains were deeply covered 
with snow. As senior, he assumed command of the 
Bamian force. On the 14th he, with two gUllS under 
Mackenzie, and four companies of Infantry under Captain 
Hay, went again,;t ~ome Hazara" who had become defiant. 
They occupied the fort of Fuladi, "ix mnes from Barnhill, 
and a neighbouring hill. The gate of the fort \Va" forced 
by J:ound-shot at 30 paces, and after a severe but short 
resistance the place was taken. A gunner of the 4th 
Company 2nd Battalion, a laboratory man, killed while 
trailing one of the gum, and a trooper wounded were the 
only Artillery casual tie.,. 

In May a further advance wa" made by the Political 
Agent towards Khulurn, and the fort of B<ijgah in the 
Kamurd Valley was uccupied. It wa., a wrong move 
Sir W. MacNaghten. the I:nvoy, did not object, for he 
did not see tha+- we were everywhere occupying more 
ground than we had men to hold-a common mistake. 
It roused the jealousy of tribe,> hItherto generally quiet. 
and when the Dost escaped from confinement at RukMra. 
things became unsettled and hostilities gradually thickened 
around. 

t8J9· 
November. 

~lay. 



September. 

Captain Ha,y's pm,ition J.t Bajgah was unsafe. \ Hearing 
that Lieutenant Goldmg was commg with a rei.1f~rcement, 
he sent, on the 1st of August, a palty under a sergeant, 
Douglas by name, to meet hun, but this small force was 
attacked by greatly !>upenor ~umbers and compelled to 
retire with severe lo!>,>. Only good management' and the 
coolness of the leader ~aved them from de'>tructlOn. This 
encouraged the in..,urgent<;, and Bajg~h WJ.'" attacked on 
the 30th, but they were drlvcn off It was, however, 
thought better to withdraw from the place They got a .... 
far as Sar-i-Sang, whICh was made over to a friendly chief, 
and the party returned to BdmiAn 

To meet the Dost and hiS ally, the Wali of Khuillm, 
Bhgadler W. H. Denme, C l~, had been ordered to 
Bamian with the 35th N I On the 18th he moved out 
with a part of his force, hav1l1g hedrd that they had passed 
the defile of Surakh-ddrra, SIX miles dl..,tant He found 
them in PO",,,c<;.,10n of the fort'> before the defile, and in 
greater number.., than wa'> anticipated, but attacked with 
a promptitude for which they werc unpl epared The 
Gurkhas dl'ilodged them from the hClght.., on cither flank, 
wlllle Lieutenant M ach.el171c, With a gun and hOWitzer, 
went in fOl the ma1l1 body III'> practice, the Brigadier 
report~, wa'> beautiful. The ::,ucce..,.., wa::, complete. The 
enemy fled, pursued by the Cavalry for some dl!>lance. 

A larger force, With four of Captain Garbett's gun::" was 
sent on, but the Dost, Icfusmg to '>ubmit, fled to Nijrao. 
The Walt entered into a treaty, and the objects of: the 
expedItion to Bamlan "ere con'>idered to have bC'C11 ful­
filled. 

Altogether, the service performed by the 4th Troop 31'd 
Brigade reflected the hlghe!>t credit OIl lt~ officers and the 
regiment. The name of Lieutenant Murray Macken~ie, 
till his career was closed in the eventful year of 1857, was 
thenceforth honourably known in the regiment, partku­
larly in the Horse Artillery, in which he served, almo~t 
uninterruptedly, for more than twenty years. 
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On the 8th of October, 1840, the troop returned to Kabul 
with the rest of the force under Briga.dier Dennie. Three 
months later It accompanied Colonel Wheler'1> Column, 
escorting Dost Muhamad, t<:1 India, and arrived at Feroze­
pore February 5th, 1841. 

While the movements of the Dost were keeping the 
'country in a state of ebullitIOn, Major-General Sir R. Sale 
was sent into the Kohistan, north of Kabul, with three 
regiments of Infantry and details of Cavalry. Captain 
Abbott, with three guns and a howitzer, and two of the 
Shah's H.A. under Lieutenant Warburton, accompanied it 

The fprt of Tutandarra wa1> taken on the 29th of Sep­
tember with but ltttle 10')<;, which the Major-General as­
cribed to " the excellent practice of the Artillery under the 
able direction of Captain Abbott, a"",<;ted bv Lieutenant,> 
Maule· and \Varburton " 

The fort of Julgah \Va'> attad.ed on the 3rd of next 
month. Here the re!>istance wa'> more senou.,. The 
storming party had to be withdrawn under cover, and 
while preparatlOlJ', for a <;econd attack were being made, 
the place was evacuated. Captalll Ahbott and Lieutenant 
Warburton were again mentioned with applOb:\tion A 
gunner of the Flcld Battery wa!> ktlled, and a !>ubadar of 
the Horse Arttllery wounded. The other two gum of the 
battery joined It this month. 

For some days there was no fighting of importance, but 
on the 27th the Dost began to move from the Ni)rao 
country toward') Kabul On the 29th Sale advanced 
from Bagh-i-Alam, and, after reconnOItring, met the Dost 
at Parwan-darra The mIsconduct of the ~quadron of the 
2nd Light <;avalry, whlcL refused to follow their officer!> 
in a charge, might have cau.,ed disaster. Only the a~ 
\lanced guard of our force wa':> engaged. After the flight 
of OUl' men, the enemy's Cavalry, though headed by the 

, Lieutenant Maule was m oQrnm,md of a regiment of Infantry 
ralsed in the KGhlS~an. but on this occasion served with the Field 
liattery. 
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1840' Dost, did not come down upon the Infantry. \ Sale sent 
Nov. 2nd. two companies round to the right, while Lieutenant Dawes 

with two guns covered an attack by three compames on a 
steep hill to the left, which was crowded by the foe. It 
was carried, and the enemy retired toward$ Charikar. 
Lieutenants Rind, who commanded this attack, and Dawes 

Nov.3rd• were honourably mentioned in the dispatch. Next day, 
Dost Muhamad Khan had surrendered himself to Sir W. 
MacN aghten under the walls of Kabul 

General Sale's force was now recalled, leaving detach­
ments in Kohlstcin. Lieutenant Maule WIth his Kohis-

\ 
"-

tani Regiment wa~ stationed at Chankar. Captain Abbott's 
battery, H.M. 13th and the 37th N.I., were sent to occupy 
the newlcantonment. A Brigade under Lieut.-Colonel 
John Shelton, H.M. 44th, was on its way from Il'\dia to 
relieve part of the Afghan garrison: H.M. 44th. the 54th 
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N.I., and 5th Light Cavalry. The 1st Troop 1st Brigade 
H.A. (F., R.H.A.) and a Mountain Train Battery, which 
Captain Backhouse had gone back to ral~e,· manned by 
natives, completed the force. Major-General W. H. Elphin­
stone, C.B., was commg from Meerut to relieve Sir W. 
Cotton. Lieutenant V. Eyre appointed Deputy-Com­
missary of Ordnance at Kabul also. Ranjlt Smgh wa'> 
dead His ~on, Karak Smgh, and grandson, N onehal 
Singh, who would have been more troublesome to u .. , were 
dead. The MaMrija Sher Singh had no real power. The 
Prime Minister, Dhlan Singh, had hi" own ambitIOUS de­
signs in view, and had he attained to the control of the 
Sikh r<lj, would pcrhap", lIke hi'> brother Gulab Singh, 
have con~idered that hi'> be<;t interests were near to those 
of the power across the Sutlcj, if only he could get the 
great Sirdars to forget the meanne5'> of his origin. So the 
road through the Punjab wa~ more open, much as the 
Khalsa soldiery resented our using it. 

Major-General Elphll1!>tone arrived in Kabul on the I '>t 
of April and assumetl command. Brigadier Shelton had 
got as far as Jalalabad, when the Brigarle was ordered to 
return to J amrud by forced marche'i on account of reported 
hostilitie5 on the part of the Sikhs, but wa.., not required, 
and went on again. Captain Nicholl',> hOI se" were re­
duced in condition by the comtant marchl11g and being 
kept in rear of the Infantry. There were aho some unim­
portant operations in February in the Na~ldn Valley. 

* When CaptaIn Backhouse returned to IndIa to form hIS Moun­
tain Train Battery, the details of the materiel and e~lIlpment of their 
pieces were pretty much as they had been at the tIme of the NlpaJ 
Wax Captah~ Backhouse ha,l served In SpaIn under blr de Lacy 
Evans, and used the expenence he had t'-lere gamed He remodelled 
both in many respects, replaCIng cheek by beam-trails; the shafts of 
the limber were mitered; the saddles of hiS own deSign, and the 
ammunition-boxes adapted for the mules of the country He had 
considerable mecbamcal aptltude and Judgment, Colonel C. Douglas 
says, and he was a good Judge of such matters. CaptaIn Abbott's 9-
ppunder guns welle of 10 (. wt., a weight Introduced at hiS suggestion, and 
his ta.rriag~ wer.e stronger than the old pattf>rn ones, which he found 
tOt) • ., at1d not too heavy for his Kabul horses. 

, D 2 
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1840 Reverting now to Major-General Nott',> proceedings in 
his command, we find the Ghilzai people between Kanda­
har and Kabul again troublesome in April, 1840. Captains 
T. Walker and A. W. Tayler had been sent to keep the 
road open, each with 100 mounted men But thl" force not 

May 6th being strong enough, N ott 'lent for Captain Anderson 
(Shah's H i\ ) to ask him if he could march the followmg 
morning with a regiment of foot, 300 horsemen, and four 
guns. He replied that the Artillery were always ready; 
so next morning the detachment wa" under arms, Captain 
Woodburn With the 5th Regimellt S S J being '>em Fol­
lowmg the cour"e of the Tarnak RIver, he met Walker and 

Mlty 14th. Tayler at Naorat. He had c;en~ back part of hi'l Cavalry 
under a mistaken Idea that the enemy were weak in that 
arm. Two days after he came up WIth the Ghilzal hrce 
po~ted on some hlll'l ncar Tazi, about 2,500 men. The 
actIOn wao; well conte'>ted The Ghllzais charged tWIce. 
The first charge \Va'> repul,>ed by Lieutenant Turner's gUll'> 

-the second elt the pomt of the bayonet by LIeutenant 
SpencC:' and the Grenadier., of the 5th RegIment. Captains 
Walker and Tayler han been detached to the flanks, and 
fell upon them a" they retreated The ;,ucce"" would have 
been more complete had Ander;,on been ;,tronger in Cavalry, 
but it had the de"ired re'>ult of keepmg the tl'lbes qUIet for 
a time 

Colonel Wallace wa'> 'lent on the 22nd of May from Kabul 
to co-operate He had with him half of Abbott's Battery 
and two mortar'>, whICh remclll1ed a ~hort time at Ghazni 
under N ott's order'>, and then returned to Kabul. 

The whole of Upper Sind was bf'coming disturbed, and 
Biluchistan also. The garri'lon of Quetta was strengthened 
in May by the 1st Troop Shah's H A. under Lieutenant 
Cooper from Kandahar. Some Biluch people were estab­
li'lhing themselves in Kalat, so Major-General N ott, moving 
down, arrived on the 2nd of November, and reoccupied ~e 
place. He left Lieut.-Colonel L. R Stacy with the 4Srd Ben-
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gal N.!. to hold it. and returned to Kandahat. Lieutenant 
Walker, with a detail of the 4th Company :!Od BattalIOn and 
two I8-pounder guns, accumpanied thIs force. Lieutenant 
Cooper, who had gone on to KaHt, wa" agam left at 
Quetta, where he remamed till the followmf, February. 
The 4th Troop Bombay H A had left that '>tatlOn un the 
27th of September for Upper Sind. The 3n1 Company rst 
Battalion was al'>o there 

The 1st Troop went to Bagh on the 14th of January, 
1841. It formed part of a force under Colonel Wdson 
of the Cavalry sent against Sibi, a fort a few miles north­
east of Dhadar, now a station on the lllle of railway to 
Quetta. The attack ~eems to have been a very unjusti­
fiable one.* Colonel Wd"on was badly wounded early in 
the affair. Captain LesllC with hi" gun" were in POSitIon 
at 200 yards for half an hour, and then at roo yards. The 
stormmg party was badly "upporteJ and receIved a check. 
Lieutenant Richard Creed, With 20 dismounted Horse Ar­
tIllerymen, volunteered to head and lead on again the 
<;tormers. He wa" 5hot through the head in the gateway,t 
five of hiS men were killed, and "cveral wounded. Agarn 
they were not '>upported, and the attack faded Captam 
Bloud wa" wounded. The fort W.1". however. evacuated. 

Soon after, H.M. 40th. the 38th Bengal, and 25th Bombay 
N.!. were moved up to Quetta. 
We~t of Kandahdr the Durdl1i tribe in Zammdawar had 

become \cry troublesome, and General Nott ~ent Colonel 
Farrington With a detachment against them 111 the end 
of the year. Lieutenant Hawkill5, With two guns of the 
1st Troop S.S.H.A. They marched by Khushkl-mi-khud, 
crossed the River Helnnnd, and occupied the fort of 
Ginshk. MOVlf'g on from thence, the enemy were found on 

• Btlist, p. 231-2 
t Lieutenants Richard and Henry Creed, Adjutants respectively of 

the 2nd and 1st Batiahons Bombay Artillery, wele both good officers. 
They were twm ~rothers, born March 27th, J 812 ; entered Addlscombe 
at die age of 14, and were commIssioned at 115. The survlvlllg brother 
went ~me on leave thIS month. 
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the 3rd posted among sandhills near Landi-na"lWl, a canal 
in their rear. After a well-conte>.ted action they were routed 
with considerable los'l. Lieutenant Hawkins was thanked 
for his 'lervices on this occasion. 

Next month Captain Anderson, with the rest of his guns, 
was ordered up from Quetta. 

In April, Captain'" Griffin and Macan, with the 1st and 
2nd Shah's Infantry and some of Chri<;tie's Horse, were sent 
to occupy Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and put It in a defen~ible state. 
Their proceedmgs roused the Tokhi Ghilzais, who sur­
rounded their position. Lieut.-Colonel Wymer was sent 
with 400 of the 38th Benb~1 N.L, the rest of Christie's 
Horse, and two guns under Hawkins. The Ghilzai people 
attacked their camp at Asia Elmi in great force at 5 p.m. 
They renewed their attacks ttll long after dark, and after a 
severe struggle retreated. Colonel Wymer 10 his despatch 
5ays :-

"Too much ca'mot be bald of the ~clentlfic and destrnrhve 
manner In which the ArtIllery practIce was conducted by Lieu­
tenant Hawkms, whIch created awful havoc In the ranks of the 
enemy, to the admIratIOn of all pre~ent " 

A month after, Akhtar Khan havmg invested Girisk, 
Captain Woodburn was ..,ent with the 5th 5.S.I., some 
Janbaz Horse, and a detail· of the I<;t Troop S.S.H.A. 
under Lieutenant Cooper. The enemy held the fords of 
the River Helmand in great force. Captain Hart with the 
Cavalry crossed to cover a similar movement on the part 
of the Infantry, but the water wa>. too deep, and Woodburn 
moved up to Zamboh to jolO him He, >.eeing the.,hfficu1ty, 
had recrossed. But Akhtar had forded still higher up, and 
was coming down on their right, so Woodburn hp.d to fann 
front to that flank. 

The guns were in the centre of the Infantry, the Cavah'Y 
on either flank. The enemy assailed his left first, but the 

• Two guns by one account, four by another. If the former, 
LIeutenant Cooper was remforced by two more when Captain Griffin 
Jomed m August. 
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well·directed fire of the guns and three companies on that ~841 
wing repulsed the attack. The man~uvre was repeated July, 

o~ the right, where ther~ were five companies, with a like 
result. Again, on the right and rear the J anbaz, more 
from treachery than cowardice, would not act, and got 
into confusion, hampering the rest. 

"This was a mo!.t trymg moment. The Cavalry were broken, 
and nothmg now remained to depend on save the guns and 
Infantry. The enemy " contmued to advance ull wlthm 
a few yards of the guns, whpn a dIscharge of grape and a volley 
from the Grenadiers staggered, another completely broke, and a 
third sent them to the right about, retmng by the left They 
were again exposed to a heavy fire It was now eleven 
o'clock . when day broke . the plam was strewed 
With dead." '" 

The affair was a most creditable one to the Artillery and 
Infantry. Captain Woodburn, 10 his dispatch of the 5th, 
says :-

"Lieutenant Cooper deserve~ my be5t acknowledgments for 
the rapidity and admirable manner III wluch he brought his guns 
to play upon the enemy. HIS guns are never IJ1 diffi­
culties. . . . 

"It is also my duty to bnng most prominently to the MaJor­
General's notice the admirable conduct of the Artillery anJ :;th 
Infantry throughout the night of the 3rd lOst, and to state my 
conviction that no troops ('ould have dl!.played greater coolne!>s 
and bravery than they dId on every occasIOn. They moved from 
o~ position to another, not only WIthout confUSIon, but with 
nearly as much preciSion and regulanty as If they had been gOIng 
through an ordinary parade."t 

This force being too small to accomplish its object, 
Calltain 1. Griffin, 24th R.N.!., was sent out. His force. 
including Captain Woodburn, consisted of 800 sabres, 350 
bayonets. and four guns. He met the enemy at KMwind 

., 'Extract of a letter from an officer engaged. "Asiat. J ourn.," Vol. 
XXXVl., lntel1., p. 183. The word" guns" should be In the singular; 
the Grenadier Cosnpany and one gun were faced about to meet the 
a~k 01l"the reat."..-vzdt Dispatch. 
" t YOV~t Notnkation, Secret Department, Fort Wilham, 9th 
.upst, 1$41. 
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and signally defeated them. Lieutenant Coope~ was agatin 
mentioned. Artillery casualty, one man wounded. 

Next month, Lieut -Colonel Wymer took another force 
r 

into the Derawat and Tidn Valleys, north of Kandahir. 
There were four gun'> S S H.A and two I 8-pounders, with a 
detail of the 4th Company 2nd Battabon pre<;,;nt, but they 
had no fighting. 

From Kabul, in the same month, a force under Lieut.­
Colonel OlIver was sent mto the Zurmat Valley, south of 
the capital. Captain Abbott commanded the Artillery, 
with two division'> of hiS battery. the Mountall1 Traiu, and 
two iron 9-pounder guns. They returned Without coming 
in contact With any enemy 

The Artillery In Afgham'>tan now were thus d.i!:'tri­
buted .-

Kabul.- I st Troop l ... t Bde. H.A, 2nd Co 6th Batt 
Mountain Train. 

Kalat-i-Ghil.t.al.-Half 4th Co 2nd Batt 
Kandahar -I"t and 2nd Troops S S.H.A, half 4th Co. 

2nd Batt., four guns 3rd Co 1 <;t Batt. Bo Arty. 
Quetta.-3rd Co 2nd Batt. 
Major-General Sale was under orders to return to India 

with his Brigade, H.M. 13th, 35th and 37th N.!.. and the 
2nd Co. 6th Batt. And from Kandahar the 16th, 42nd, 
and 43rd N 1., with the 4th Co. 2nd Batt, were under 
orders to return to Bengal, 11id Smd. General Sale was 
sent in October to clear the passe'> towards 1ailUabad, 
which the tribes, owing to the cessation of the payments 
hitherto made to them, had closed. His movements 
belong to the next chapter. 

On the 2nd of November the <;~orm, long gathering, 
burst, and the first English blood that was shed was that 
of Sir Alexander Burnes, his brother, and Lieutenant 
William Broadfoot, whose surviving brother was with 
Sale's force. 

It is useless going over all the well-known miserable 
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~1;ory. The same fatal mistake repeated at Cawnpore 16 1841. 
years after, of neglecting to occupy with the troops, their 
aqnament and stores, the unly defensible position avail-
aple, and thence meetmg the insurrection with prompt and 
vigorous measures, preparcd the way for dbaster. Our 
position in the country politically wa~ hopeles'>ly bad, in 
a military scnse it was not much better. The defective 
position of the cantonment has been referred to (p. 27), 
but the fault of placing the commissariat ~tores m a weak, 
detached fort, out of range of cantonment commann, made 
It more than umafe But wor<;e than all, mdecision in 
the military authoritIe~ and Its certain consequence, panic 
in the ranks, when the oppo'>lte quaIl ties were mo.'>t needed, 
completed our defeat. Yet amid all, the conduct uf regi-
mental officers and of individuals threw an honourable 
light over the dark history, and it will always be told 
with prIdc of our regiment that in the day,> of England's 

. deepest humilIation, the Bengal Horse ArtIllery mam­
tained, a<; they (lid, the proud traditIOns of thclr arm, and 
the honour of their country. It will only bc Ilecessary, 
before concludmg thl<; chapter, to d.dd the regimental 
order and Lieutenant Eyrc\ letter, which tells the -"tory. 

The outbreak at Kabul was the signal for a general 1\" "Olber. 

uprising throughout Afghani.'>tan. Lieutenant Maule, com-
manding the Kohistani levy, wa'> at Kahdarra lIe and his 
Adjutant were murdered by their men, Major Eldred 
Pottinger and Lieutenant Haughton, both wounded, made 
their way into Kabul. Ghazni and Kalat-i-Ghllzai were 
invested. After the disastrous actIOn of Behmaru on the 
23rd of November it ceased to be a question of defence. 
Sir W. MacNaghten commen~'ed to negotIate. Muhamad 
Akbar Kratl had just arnved. The Brigade under Lieut.-
Colonel Maclaren, which Nott was to have sent from Kan-
dahar, was not he<l.rd of. It was known on the 10th 
of December that it wa<; not lIkely to make good its way. 
TIle Envoy had an interVIew with Akbar Khan and the 
other chiefs on the r I th, and preparations for the retreat 
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began. The magazine and other forts were given up 
on the 16th. While waiting for the Afghan 'Chiefs to pro­
vide provisions and carriage, snow began to fall. Another 
conference took place on the 23rd, and the Envoy was 6hot 
by Akbar Khan. Major Pottinger took his place, and 
unwillingly completed whatever terms the Afghan chief 
imposed. Hostages were made over; all our guns save 
six were delivered up. 

On the 6th of January the army commenced Its retreat. 
The snow laid deep on the ground and the cold was intense. 
Savage Ghazi fanatics reaped an easy harvest with the 
swurd. The mountain train guns next day were lost, in 
spite of all that Lieutenant Greene <.:ould do with hlc; men 
to save them, but he spiked them all. More h05tages were 
demanded and given up. By the end of the second day 
the entrance of the Khurd Kabul Pass had been reached; 
only ten miles from Kabul 

Next day the slaughter in the pass wac; fearful. Pot­
tinger wac; with the Afghan chief, who now proposed that 
all the ladle., and children ~hould be given up. It was 
done. There was no chOICe left. N ext day Dr. Alexander 
Bryce, of the Horse Artillery, was killed at Tazln. Fifty 
Horse Artillerymen, about 250 of the 44th and ISO Cavalry 
troopers were all that now remained. Jezailc; and Afghan 
knives each mile were rapidly thinnmg the numbers. 
Brigadier Shelton bravely led the remains of his regiment, 
to which descipline and courage had returned. Jagdallak 
was reached on the afternoon of the 11th. In that defile 
the following day Brigadier Anquetil and eleven other 
officers fell-among them Captain Nicholl and Lieutena.nt 
Greene, but the exact spot or time is not known. But 
few left for Gandamak on the 13th. Captain Souter, of the 
44th, with the regimental colours round his waist, and 
three or four privates were taken prisoners. Charles 
$tewart, last of the Arttllery, fell. Only six officers passed. 
the defile, and but one of them, Assistant-Surgeon Htydon, 
alone of the entire force reached J aIalabad. 
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" ARTILLERY REGIMENTAL ORDERS. 

.. " milt Marcil, 1843. 
" The total absence of offiLinl details on the subject hac; 

hitherto prevented the Cern mandant fr0m noticing the 
conduct of the late 1st Troop Ist Brigade H.A. duIing the 
insurrection at, and disa<;trous retreat from, Cabul. He 
now publishes extracts from a letter received yesterday 
from Lieutenant V Eyre, late Commi~sary of Ordnance, 
as a public record of the high state of di5cipline aqd de­
termined bravery exhibited by this gallant and devoted 
Troop on all occasion'l. 

" It will alway" be a 'iubject of 'lin cere gratIfication to 
reflect on the noble manner in which they 'lustained the 
character of the corps under the 'ieverest trial~, and in a 
climate that multiplied a hundredfold the difficultie') with 
which they had tt) contend, whilst their fdte III the unequal 
struggle demands the deepest 5ympathy. 

" Extracts of a letter to Captain Buckle, A.A.G.A.!-

.. • It i~ necessary to premIse that at the commencement of the re­
belhon on the 2nd Novembel, 184 T, a portIon of General Elphm­
stone's force was sent to occupy the Hal" HI~",l.f, and the re 
mainder was concentrated In the cantonment To the f'1rmer, 
CaptaIn NIcholl and LIeutenant Stewart were attached WIth four 
guns, and to the latter Brevet-Captam Waller wIth two gullS 

On the 9th of November, CaptaIn N IchoU, by order of the General, 
strengthened Captam Waller's detachment by a .,mgle gun. 

" 'The £ir&t actlVe servIce performed In the field by the Horse N,)vunb.-r. 
Artlliery was on the afternoon of the 3rd of November, when a 
sally was made under Major Swayne, 5th N.! , and a body of the 
enemy was defeated princIpally by the fire of the gun!,. On thi!> 
OCcaslon Captam Waller wa'i severely wounded, and from that 
date up to the 22nd of No"ember, when I wa!, myself disabled, 
the v.nt'Ual command of the H A. detachment III cantonment!. 
devolved upon me. Durmg thiS perIOd 5everal severe actIOns 
took place with the enemy, Il1 all of which our arms were more 
or less $uccessfuJ. .• . Two great actIOns were fought 
on the 10th and 13th, agamst the collective force of the enemy, 
~mounting on each occaSlOn to several thousands of Horse and 
Foot. in which our side was completely tnumphant, and two of 
their $11~ were captured." 

-l.ieotenant Eyre does not say that on the second of these two GC­

caaion$ it wa.$ the conduct of Anderson's Horse, supported by the 
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" I ProvIsions, of which there had been from the beginning an 
alarmmg scarcity, soon began entIrely to fall; fuel cold of 
winter set In wIth unusual VIgOur, the defence of our long line 
of low ramparts gnevou~ly harassed the troops, the guns placed 
111 battery at the several angle5 of the cantonment requIred the 
con~tant attendance of the ArtIllerymen by day and \Ught. 

" I The gunners from first to last never once partook, of a full 
meal, or obtamed their natural rest; of the hardshIps undergone 
It would be dIfficult to convey an adequate idea 

" I Durll1g the whole of thl~ mo"t trymg pellod, the behavIOur of 
the Hor5e Artillerymen wa~ dlstmgUished by a degree of patience, 
cheerfulne~s, zeal, and fortitude that eXCited tht unbounded ad­
nuratlOn of every eye-wltnes'i, and filled the heart of t!very ArtIl­
lery officer \\Ith pnde and delight" 

,,' On the 23rd of November, Bngadler Shelton ~allled forth with 
about 700 bayonet~ and one gun, which (there bemg no Arttllery 
officer avaIlable) wa& commanded b} Sergcant Mulhall.... An 
Iml11en~e army of Afghans poured forth to battle, and a terr:ble 
confltct ensued. Sergeant Mulhall and hI'> brave gun'~ crew com­
mItted great havoc :llmd the dense masses of the enemy, exhlblt­
lIlg a very l11gh degree of proft'<;<;lonal ~k1ll, but their effort;;, 
though partIally ,ucce~~ful, were meffectual to repel the over­
whelming h05t5 of a~~mlants Called by the fatal file of Afehan 
rifles, the Infantry lost heart and fled, abandOnIng our gun to Its 
fatt Staunch to the last, the Artillerymen stood by thelT charget 
untIl they were nearly all cAterminated, Sergeant Mulhall hImself 
cscapmg by a nmacle, With 1m clothe,> perforated WIth bullets m 
dlver5 place". 

'" J n the pLlb!Jc report of thiS day'<, operatt011b, Brigadier Shelton 
dId ample JU~tICC to the ArtIllery Sergeant and hIS devoted httle 
detachment, but the document ha~, I fear, been lost 

On the 14th of December, a treaty havmg been entered into, 

guns (one H A and one of the M.T.) which sa\eel the day, and 
turned actual rout mto something hke !'uccess, with two guns, one 
captured. the other !'plked, to show for It ~ee the account In Kaye. 

• Staff-Sergeant 
t The gun W,lS 10bt and agam recaptured. Captain Johnson thus 

gIves hiS testimony "As before, the Artillerymen were the last to 
hrave , and It ",as a glOriOUS SIght to see these brave men dashmg 
do\\n the steep descent at the most funous rate In the mIdst of thou­
sands of the enemy's Cavalry, regardless of e~erythIng but the safety 
of their gun" Bflgadler Shelton'!' conduct on this occasIOn showed 
that If pluck alone III the leader could have a\;alled, the day would 
have ended differently. It should be also borne m mmd that the 
smooth-bore musket M1S qUJte meffectIVe at a range where the Afghan 
Jelall was sull deadly Captam Abbott saw a horse killed at 600 
yards by a matchlock ball (" Journal," p 100). Brown Bess dtd not 
carry much more than half that. 
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our troops were withdrawn from the Bala HIs&ar, and Captam 1841 
Nicholl, on arnvlng In cantonments, requested me to send 111 a November. 
report of the conduct of hi'> men, which I did, but that also wa~ 
sub!)equently lost on the retreat. 

'" That the Horse Artillery sU5tamed their high fame to the last 
IS well known. On the retreat of the army from Cabul, oWing to 
the starved conditIOn of the hor!>es, which dIsabled them from 
pulling the guns through the deep !>now and rugged mountalll 
pa&!>e!>, the gun!> were, one by one, !>plked and ab,mdoned. In 
the Khoord Cabul Pass a whole gun\ crew pcn!>hed rather than 
desert their charge, and on nearing J ugdulluk, some Horse 
Artillerymen, headed by Captall1 Nicholl, actlllg as Dragoom, 
charged a'1d routed a party of the enemy'!> Cavalry 

" 'Throughout the lm,t struggle, up to Cundamuk, all eye­
witnes')e!> concur In te!>tlfYlllg tu theIr !>tubbOI n valour 

" 'They died hke true soldier'>, selling their I1ves dearly 
" 'Only three mcn c'>caped With hfe, bemg taken prisoner,>. 

Two other!>, who were left behmd WIth the detachment uf wounded 
at Cabul, abo survived.' 

"The above order to be read at a parade of each Troop 
and Company 1\1 thc RcgllTIcnt" 
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APPENDIX, 

NOTE A. 

Names of Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served In Afghamstan. '.~ 
during the years 1840-41. 

Major 

Captain 

" .. 
I 

Frederick ~ Sothcby 

Thomas NIcholl 
Augustu<; Abbott ... 
Hullelt Gubelt 
VI Ilham Ander<;on 

1>t Troop Iht Bele. 
2nd Co 6th Batt. 
4th Troop 3rcl Bde 

.. Juhu" B Backhome 
" I James Abhott . 

Bt.·Captam Uhot ]),A. Todd . 

" Lieutenant 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" .. 
" 
" 
" .. 

As$t,·Surg. 
OJ .. .. 
II 

(]eorge H Macgr~gor 
Robert Waller 
Frederick \V. Cormsh 
George L. Cooper . 
RIchmond C. Shakespear 

Robert Walker 
Richard Maule 

Vmcent Eyre 

1'[ T100P I<;t Bde 
3rd Co 2nd Hall 
1st Troop i-, S.H.A. 

4th Co 2nd Bat 

Murray MackenZIe 4th Troop 3rd Bdc 
Charle, Stewart. 1st Troop I,t Hde 
Michael Dawes ... 2nd Co. 6th Batt 
Frank Turner 2nd Troop'" " H A 
Robert Warburton . 
Alexander ·W. Ilawkim. I,t Troop ),t TIde . 

Edward KayI' ... "1 4th Troop 3rd Hdc. 
Char~s A. Greene Mount Tram 
Thomas Brougham 3rd Co 2nd Bait. 
Alexander Robert'ion ." 4th Co 6th Batt 
Alexander Bryce, M.D... Iht Troop I~t Hde. 
Edward Hare ... •. 2nd Co. 6th Batt. 
Herbert Koe 3rd Co 2nd Batt. 
George Rae .S S.H A 
Andrew PatQn 2nd Co. 6th B ... tt. 

Cornelg. Arty with 
Gen Nott 

KIlled 111 retreat. 

Corndg. '>hah Shup's 
HA. 

Comelg. Mtn. Train 
I'oI.Em1)·-Wounded 
Pol Emp.-·Remand· 

ed to Rcgtl duty 
Pol. Emp. 

P.Ernp.-W"n t home 
tprough RU'i'la. 

Corndg Regt.ofKohls, 
tams,killed at Kah· 
dara, 15 Nov. 1841 

Corny.ofOrd ,K~hul 

Killed m retreat 

Pol. Emp. 
WIth Shah ShuJa's 

B.A. 

Killed in retreat. 

KIlled 10 retreat. 

----..!-.--~- .. ---.~-~~---.---.:--.-----



NOTE B. 

Names of Officet"l of the Bombay Artillery who sencd in Sind and 
Afghanistan during the years 1840-41. 

Lleut.·Col. 

Bt .. MaJor 
Captam 

" 

Bt.·Captam 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

.:znu·Lieut. 
Asst .. Surg. 

" 

, John Lloyd 
: rohn" Lt:cson 
I John T. Lc,h{. 

Franci. J Pontanlent 

Thos. E. Cotgra~e 

Henry Stamford 

\Ym T Whlthe 
John Grant 

Clement- Blood 

Richard Warden 
George II lItt 
Wm A St Cltur 

Henry Glherne 

Eldred Putlmger, C B. 
John Jacoh 

Richard Cree!l 

Henry Cleed 

Tho ... Gai.,ford 

Edward 0.; Blake 

George A. ,J ruen . 
DavHl Er;kme 
George 1'. Sealy . 

Walter STerry " 

Reginald B. Brett 
A. H. Leith ... 
J. Cralllond .. 
R. T. C. Bnxter ... 

14th Troop 
I I'>t Troop 

3nl Co I.t Batt. 

Bngadler comdg. m 
':lmd. Died 9th 
Aug, 1840, at Suk· 
I..ur. 

Comdg. Arty in Smd 

\ 3rd Co I,t Batt. 1 
t 3rd Co Gol j 

On 'Ick leave, 14th 
Dec, 1841. 

2nd Co. 2nd Batt 

I 
\ ht Troop 

i (. 3rt! Co. bt Hatt 
I 
I 

i 4th Troop 
\ 5th Co Gol 

I I. 3nl Co ht Batt 

1st Troop 

2nd Batt. 
I 

. I l,t Batt 

Det. Gol 

I Det. Gol. 
I Det Gol. 

14th Troop 

I 
"14th Troop 
.. l;t Troop 
"1 4th Troop 

1St Troop 

") 
I 

Comy. Ordnance, 
Bom\)ay, 'n ~md 
26th Dec., ,840. 

Comy Ord ,SlIkl..ur 

(; 0., ~ept.ISth, 1841 

Com). Ordnance. 
Brlgade·MaJor Arty. 

( Doing duty from Rev. 
j Survey. 

Pohtical Emplo) 
Doing duty from Rev. 

Survey, after m 
comm Smd Horse. 

AdJt -Killed at Slbi, 
20th Feb,. 1841. 

Ad]l -On lea.e from 
Feb., 1841 

On leave from 5th 
No., 1140 

Upper Slnd.-Adjt. 
CoItIY. Ordnance 
to Dt.:., 1840' 

At Sukk-Ul'. 
Upper Sind. 
Commis"Iariat Kotra, 

June, l84t, , , 
AttllChed 10 u.tt'roop. 

(;,0.. lstb Sept.. 

I 
1841. 

". To POlitlcai !tgency. 
,I . Le' ,-'''1 'Z'U'l Itc,. 



NOTE C. 
IN'>CRJPTION ON THE COLUMN ERJ1CTED AT DUM DUM. 

On the West Face of Pedestol. 
Tel the MeIDor)" of Captain THOMAS NrcHoLL, LIeu! CHARLES STIOWART, S.".geanl M MULHALL 

And the Non·Commlssloned Offi"er~ and Men of..!..he rst Troop ISt Brlgad~ Bengal Horse Artillery, 
Who fell in tbe performance of theIr duty dUring the tn.urreetlon at and retreat trom C .. bul 
In the months of November and De~mber r84r, and January, r84', on wInch occasion or 

Unprecedented trl&I, offi4era a.nd men upheld nl the most noble manner the "hanr.cter of tt\e 
Reltiment to whIch they belonged. Tb,s gaUant band furmed the oldeM TroD!, ,n the Beng.\ 

ATllllery , it bad pYe--'1ou.ly been distinguished all numerous occasIOn I, hllvrng Benell 
In Egypt, the Mahratta and Nepaul Wars, and In Ava 

Also to the Memory of the u"dermen!toned officers of the Arulle,y 
J..1CUt CHARLES ALE.JLANDER GREENE. 

Who I",nsbed In ,..,mmand ofa detaIl of Shah ShooJa'. Mounn,m Tr",m And who,. 
pliant conduct emulated that of hIS comrade, 

Lieutenant RICHARD MAULE 

Who was killed on the outbrea!,. of the lnsurrectton m Nov., 184t 

And Llcut ALEXANDER CHRIS'1"IE., 

Killed in the Khyber Pass on the return of the v,ctOrtoU' army under the cOlOm", d of 
MaJor~n.ral Str GEOR"''' POLLOCK G,C B , or the Bengal ArtJllery 

Tb,. Column,. erected by the Regtm .... t ... , B tribute of admu .. twn, regard, and regret 
Forti. cadere non cedere patelt. 

1844 

OTt the North Face (if Pedestal. 
NAMES OF TUE NON-CU\fMISSJONED OFrICIi:RS AND MRN 

!oltRGEANl S. ROUGH·RIDERS J. Kmg P. Murray 
J, Mosely T '>mlth \V Turnocl.. R M:.>rorc 
E. Cole T Blle~ F Bunk T. Lyth\;oc 
T. Ashton loARRIER::'. T. Monh "\'. Par3 y 
J. Cook T. Colley J Farley G. Warvell 
C. Buck1ey W Carter W Paul E. Croker 
J. Connolly TRUMPETERS. A Alger T Molony 

CORPORALS. J. Howard W, Meally M McDonnell 
L. Sweetman ~ McEvoy \V. Jonel> E McCarthy 
W.Dixon T. Sudders J A!>hton T. !<inn 
R. Edmonds GUNNERS A. Glynn ~l Rr,an 
W. Wicks M. Frasher E. ~hort M OBnen 
J.O'Donnohoe I J. Jones M. Delany (1 Phllhl)" 
R Alleyn J. Daly R. Howarth M Coen 

lIOMBfoRDlIUI-S. A. Easton Jno. Reilly Vol. Browne 
T. Townley J. Ahem I J as. Reilly J Jacl..wn 
L.Tool A. Strammers M. Reynolds M Bnen 
A. Thompson J. Ellis D. Walsh R. Adam'> 
~ MacDaQUU4 C. Darkin J Walsh f' Buch 

'C~ ~ Goulding P. MacNamara H)ll.rd 

1i.At1en ~~n J. Cook J. GlIndon r" y 

J. Higgins ~ Flaherty 
~ 9ruce J. S es p, Dunn . Ma<.k 

• tlC$lniltgton M.~lan J. Dunn }t. Byrchell 
W. Dhtase P. Mailer H. Desmond J, Soqtbcomhe 
ClQQ~ W. ~hue 1'. McPhUlipb 

I', 



NOTE D. 
The followmg tran'ilatlOns of words which enter mto the com-

position of names of plar.es In Afghamstan wIll be found of use :­
ASla, a mill. 
Char-asIa, four mllIs. 
Barik-ab, narrow water, a slender stream. 
Beg, lIttle 
Deh, properly Dlh, a vulage 
Dar, Darra, a door. 
Haft, seven. 
Hazar, a thousand 
Karez, a watercourse, ,>ubterranean canal. 
Khel, a tribe, or sul)lhvlS10n of one. 
Khurd, httle. 
Kotal, a defile. 
Land (Landi, dimmutlVe), short. 
Rlbat, inn, serai. 
Safed Sang, white rock. 
Slyah Sang, black rock. 
SU!il'kh-ab, red stream 



CHAPTER III. 

AFGHAN WAH.-I.:VACUATION-I842. 

KANDAHAR -Colonel '\1ac1aren ordered lowarn" Kabul-Returns-Inbur· 
gents Attacked-DlstnbutlOn of .\.rliller} -Nut! croSloC~ the Arghand.ab 
-Kandahar Attacked-\V) mer defeat~ In,>urgent& at Baba \Vah-Ghazm 
Capitulates-General England', rcpul,e at Hal1..alz.al-Retires-Advances 
agam to Kandahar-Defence of Knlat 1·(.hll1al-0rdcrl> to Evacuale­
England marchel> by Quetta-Nolt by Kabul-Ghazm di<'mllntled. 

JAI.AI.ABAD.-Sale leave~ Kabul for Jalalabad--Forcel> the Pal>ses-News of 
Outbreak-Occuple;, Jalalubad-Dr Brydoll brmg" news of thl! Destruc· 
tlon of the Kabul Force-Earlh'luakc De~tro)~ Defence!.-Akbar Khan 
Invests the Place-I<. attad.ed and ohhge.l til Retire-Colonel Dennie 
Killed-DlstmctlOll conferred Oil .. the JaJalui>ad Battery"-Arrlval of 
General Pollock. 

POLLOCK'., RELIEVING }<oRcE.-Bn~adlt.r Wild ;,ent to Peshawar With Four 
Native" Reglments-Fml, to force the Khallxtr-A~~embly of Force 
under GeDPral Pollock-H.;, Judgment and Energy-Order of March­
Passage of the Khaluar-Reache, ].llaJabad-Indecl'lOn of Government­
Colonel Bolton';, Detachment J01n~-M ontp::tth operates in the Shinwan 
Valley-Advance-ActlOn at Mamn Khel-Jagdal.1h-'l'aZln-Encamps 
at Kabul-Rescue of Prlsollcrs. 

EVACUATION -Khurd Kalml-"eh Haua-J agdallaJ...-J allilabad-Khalbar­
Li~utenanl~ Chn'llC and Terry KI11Q,1-Fero/epore-l' casts and Medals. 

AT the commencement of November, three of the Bengal 
Regiments (16th, 42od, and 43rd N.r) were about to return 
under command of Lieut.-Colonel Maclaren to India, and 
had marched from Kandahar on the 7th. News the same 
day arrived that Captain Woodburn, with a detachment 
proceeding to Kabul, har:! been attacked by large numbers 
of Afghans ill1d entirely dc:"troyed. Tht'" well-known 
character of this officer showed the even t to be one of 
ominou$ impOl·t. Maclaren'!> force wru. recalled. A few 
days later )etters from Kabul ordered it to be sent up at 
once, the insurrection having broken out there. It marched 
on the 17th. Yiith ",one of the Shah's troops H.A., but 
Getlera~ NlQtt'$ ~ent unwillingness to execute this order, 

E 2 
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and the loss of some of his cattle, furnished Its co~mander 
with an excuse for halting two marches beyond Kata.t-i­
Ghilzai, and he returned to Kandahar on the 8th. Nott 
did not know how dirc the extremity was at Kabul, and It 
is not certain that the counter-march wa!> not U1 the end a 
saving of life 

In additIon to the regIment!> before mentioned, the Kan­
dahar force con"isted of H M '.., 40th and the 38th N.1. 
Regtment", ,.,t Shah'~ Cavalr}, a squadron Skinner'!> 
Horse, 1st, 2nd, and 5th Shah'" Infantry, two troopo; Shah's 
H.A., and four 9-poundero; of Captain Blood's battery, with 
two IS-pounder gun" and a dctatl of the 4th Company 2nd 
Battalion Bengal ArtIllery. The I!>t Janbdz Horse, alway" 
shaky, mutinied and murdered their officer, Lieutenant 
Golding, outside Kandahar, and deserted to Atta Muha­
mad, chief of the rebels. Safdar J ang. the Shah's son, aLSO 
fled and joined hIm. 

The in<;urgent chIef" now moved down the Arghand-ab, 
and on the 12th were within five mile" of Kandahar, when 
Nott attacked and dispersed them with <;mall loss. H.M. 
40th, the 2nd, 16th, 38th, and half the 42nd N.L, Captain 
Anderson'!> two Troops H A, and Captall1 Blood with his 
four guns were engaged. One European and one qative 
gunner were wounded 

The distributIOn of the Artillery below Kandahar at this 
time was as follow!>:-

Quetta.-Two 9-pounder gun", 3rd Company 1st Batta­
lion Bombay, 3rd Company 2nd Battalion Bengal.­
Major F. S. Sotheby, Commanding'-

DMdar.-Two 6-poundf"r gum, detail Golanda~1 Bom-
bay 

Stbi -One 6-pounder gun, detat1 Golandaz. 
Shikarpur - Two 6-pounders 4th Troop Bombay H.A. 
Sukkur.-Three 6 pounder!>, detail Golandaz. 

And Captain Leslie, with the 1st Troop Bombay itA., W8$ 

moving up to Quetta. 
The city of Kandahar was occupied by oqr troQp,. Th~ 
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IMurgents had been for some time gathering strength, so is.,. 
Nott, on March 7th, went out with his main force, leaving 
the 2nd B.N.I. and two and a half regiments of the Shah's 
Infantry, and the detail of the 4th Company 2nd Battalion 
Artillery to guard the town. He followed them as they 
retired across the Tarnak River, and then across the Ar­
ghand-ab. His guns opened fire upon them on the 9th, 
but they dispersen, and now being nearer to the CIty, they 
recrossed the river higher up, and while Nott was yet 
ignorant of their de'>ign, they attackcd Kandahar fUrIously. 
Major Lane commanded, and hdu Captain H. C. Rawlmson 
to aid him. The numbcr of the enemy, the swarms of 
fanatic Gh.lzis mtoxicated with bhang, made the attack a 
very serious one. But for the ~teadine..,., of the garrison, 
and the well-directed fire of the gun'l, they might have 
forced an entrance through the Herat gatc, WhICh they had 
fired and destroyed. From clght p.m. till midnight of the 
roth the fight raged, and whllc thc garrison suffered no 
loss beyond that of thc grain bags pIled up inSIde the 
burning gate, that of the a'isailants was variously estimated 
at 600 men or more. N ott came back in haste. 

Lieut.-Colonel G P. Wymcr wa') again sent out on the March. 

25th agamst the Duram in~urgcnts, taking with him 
Turner's Troop. He met at Baba Wali, on the Arghand-
ab, a large body of Hor'>e, who charged hi., Infantry 
vigorously, but the fire of the guns prevented them from 
inflicting much lo!,.,. Colonel Wymer mentions "the 
admirable practice of the Artillery under Lieutenant 
Turner's guidance 1 every shot from which told with 
beautiful effect upon the dense masses of the enemy." 

On the 31st of March a letter from Kahit-i-Ghilzai 
announ~ to Nott that the garnson at Ghazni had capitu­
lated. tt was too true. Lieut.-Colonel Palmer with the 
27th B.N.£. held :t. The city had been invested since 
the joth of November. On the retirement of Maclaren's 
Brigade the enemy collected in increased numbers and 
undermined the \raUs. within which they were admitted by 
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March. 

April 
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the inhabitants, and the garrison were compelled to with­
draw into the citadel. The Sepoy<; could not endure the cold, 
which at one time fell 14 degrees below zero Throughout 
Fehruary Colonel Palmer held on, but on the 6th of March 
he marched out The Governor-General announced his 
intention of submlttmg hIm to tr:al by a court-martial, 
which wa<; <;ub'icquently held, but he wa" acquitted of 
blame It I" po<;stble that he mIght have held out longer, 
but he had no Artllicry, and "'a<; heavily han:licapped in 
con<;equence Ka\;lt-i-Ghilni wa<; still our<; 

A far more dt'lcredltable repul..,c occurred this month. 
Major-General England. K H ,at Quetta, prepared to move 
up to Kandahar with money and ammumtion, of which 
Nott wa" greatly in want Hi, force only con"l-.ted of five 
Companie<, H M.'s 4I<;t, !>ix of Bombay N.I, a Troop 3rd 
Bombay Cavalry. fifty of thc Poona Horse, and four guns 
of Captam Leslte's. Othcr troop" were on the way to join, 
but he dId not walt for them He left Quetta on the 24th, 
and next day at Kuchlak Captain J. Chri!>tie, 3rd Bengai 
Light Cavalry, with two of Le<;lre''l gun'l, had a ..,light brush 
with the enemy. After a day'" halt, he got to Haidarzai on 
the 27th, and next day moved on I Ialkalzal, where he had 
intended wlIting for the reinforcement<; 1T1 rear. But the 
defile leading to Haikallal wa<; occuplE'"d. Captain Leslie's 
guns opened with good effect on the heights to the left, 
while Major Apthorp, of the 4 I ':ot, a very good officer, led 
his men agam'>t those on the nght. The enemy were not 
in great force, but had the advantagc of positton. Major 
Apthorp was very dangcrou<;ly wounded,* Captain May 
was killed, and the attach failed Lieut.-Colonel Stacy, 
Bengal N.L, offered to lead the men again to the attack, 
and they were eager to go, t but the General had lost heart. 
He retired to Quetta and there employed himself in throw-

• He dIed on t~e 30th. 
t "The men were In a fine state of courage, and anxious to go and 

recover the bodIes of theIr comrades. . . • 1 thmk 1 pressed my 
offer three tImes."-Stacy, "Nan-atlVe," p. JOI. \I' 
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ing up defensive earthworks, though no enemy wa" folJow- 1843. 
ing him. He even suggested to Nott the probability of April. 

his having also to retire on Quetta, but the Sepoy General 
10 a letter dated the 18th gave him to understand that he 
was expected to find hi" way to Kandahar, promismg to 
co-operate with a force at the Kojak Pass. 

On the 25th, therefore, General England agam advanced 
with an increa~crl force. Captain Leslie's whole Troop, 
Major Sotheby and the 3rd Company 2nd Battalion 
(Bengal) were with it The Haikalzai defile was carried, 
Leslie's guns working well. "The tr~ops were a~ steady 
as on parade; the Artillery practice was admIrable. Dis­
cipline and tactics were too much for the enemy, they 
turned and fled."* 

On the 30th, General England wa!> at the 'louth-east end 
of the Kojak defile, apparently uncertall1 how to proceed. 
Lieut.-Colonel Wymer WIth the 2nd, 16th, and 38th N 1. 
was crowmng the heights from the other end. They had 
left their pantaloons in rear, and, clad 10 the more famihar 
dhoti,t were signallmg by the fla~he<; from their bayonet .. 
to the Bombay Column that the way \'\fa" clear. Disap­
pointed as the latter were that the honour was not theirs, 
they cordially welcomed Wymer';, men, and with them 
reached Kandahar on the roth of May. 

Meanwhile the garm,on at Kalat-I-Ghilzai had been 
holding out well. Captam J. Halket CraigIe, WIth the 3rd 
Shah's Infantry, had been placed there in garrison In 

November, 1841. Lieutenant Walker, with half! the 4th 
Company 2nd BattalIon, after returnmg from Kalat with 
General N ott, wa .. sent to the Ghtlzal fort, and Lieut.­
Colonel Maclare'1, when return 109 on his uncompleted 

• Stacy's "Narratl\,'"e," p. 107. 
f The undress garment of the Sepoy In earh~r times he was not 

encumbered with the British article, which, however, wa!> very ac­
C~1e when the thermometer "'as below freeZing pomt. 

+ Forty-three men. 
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expedition to Kabul, left some 300 men of the 43rd N.!. 
with Captain Craigie In all he had about 950 men. 

The ruins of the old fort were repaired as well a<; could 
be done. Though not actually m contact with an enemy, 
the garrison could only commUnIcate WIth Ghazni' and 
Kandaha.r by paying messengers well Tolerably well 
off for gram, <;heep for the European'> were only to be had 
by raldtng for them. On two occawms the gunners were 
for some day" on bread and water, but grumbltng was not 
thought of. It wa., only a change of dIet In April their 
positIon wa., closely IOve..,ted, and from thib time till nearly 
the end of Maya comtant '>tate of fighting was kept up. 
From shelter trenches and \\ herever cover could be found 
they continued to annoy the garn<;on. On the 2 15t of May, 
hearing that Hflgadler Wymer wa' on hIS way, :J. furious 
and determined assault \Va" made to capture the place, if 
pOb.,ible, before 'iuccour ~hould arnve. The defence was '1 

gallant one, and five day.., afterwards Wymer was safely 
under the defe-nee-" that had been held <;0 well Lieutenant 
Walker's account of the 21 <;t is gIven IO the AppendIx. The 
3rd Regiment Shah\ Infantry were afterwards formed into 
"the Kal..\.t-i-Ghtlzai RegIment of the Bengal Army under 
command of Major ]. Halket Craigie, c.B." 

By thb time General Nott had received order" from the 
Governor-General to retire to IndIa by the Sukkur route."" 
It was a blow to hl'3 hope'i of jOlmng General Pollock at 
Kabul. But in the end the c1c'3lrccl permission was granted. 
On th(' 7th and 8th of August Kandahar was evacuated. 

Major-General England marched on the 10th for Quetta 
with four Regiments of Infantry. Lieutenant Cooper, with 
the 1st Troop S.S.H.A., and Lieutenant Walker, with the 
4th Company 2nd Battalion, proceeded with this Column 
and returned to the Bengal Prc'3ldency vid Shikarpur, 
meeting little opPOSItion 

Major-General Nott, with the rebt of the force, moved 

.. G.G. to Nott, AprIl 19th, P.P. No. 259. 
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towards Kabul on the 8th and reached Mukur without any 
opposition all the 27th. After thiS, host de parties began 
to show themselves. Next day the Cavalry fell in with the 
enemy's whole force of Horse and were roughly handled, 
and the whole force turned out; but they had disappeared. 
Their leader, Shamc;-ud-din, showed front again on the 29th 
as we were bombarding- a c;mall fort, but he lost the two 
guns he had, his ammumtion was blown up, and hie; tents 
burned. There were some casualties among the Artillery 
while attacking the fort. The force reached Ghazni on the 
5th, and here again the enemy appeared, but they were 
driven off, the Horse Artillel}' and Lieutenant Terry with 
two guns being engaged The great Ghazni gun, the Zabar 
lang, threw some !:>hots into our camp. 

After General Nott had ~pent three days in destroying 
the fortification'> of Ghazni, and burnmg the CIty, the force 
again moved forward on the lOth, taking with it the gates 
of Somm\.th by order of Govefllment and the great gun 
as a trophy There was more or Ic~s fightmg each day, in 
which the Artillery had their share-particularly on the 
14th and 15th. when Sham;,-ud-dll1, with some 12,000 men, 
occupied a ,>uccesslOn of strong pOSitIOns from Beni Badam 
to Maid;'lll. Nott bnefly says -

~'Our troops dislodged them In gallant !.tyle . The 
Arttllery dlstmgUlshed them5ehes, and I beg to mentIOn th e 
names of Captam Leslie, Bomuay H A , Capta1l1 Blood, Bombay 
F.A., and Captain Ander~on and LIeutenant Turner of the 
Bengal H A." 

As Nott wa" dnving Shams-ud-dm from hi ... last position, 
Pollock, a few mlles off, wa" encampmg hIS force on the 
racecourse at Kabul. 

September. 

We now have to go back to the time when Sir Robert 1841. 
Sale left Kabul with orders to clear the passes towards October. 

JalalaMd. Lieutlo-Colonel Montcath marched on the 9th 
of October with the 35th N.L, a squadron 5th Light Cavalry, 
Broadfoot's Sapper$ and Miners, and the guns of Captain 
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Abbott'& battery under J .ieutenant Dawes They were 
attacked at Butkhak. The heights of the Khurd Kabul 
defile were strongly held. On the I I th, General Sale, with 
the 13th Light Infantry, marched from the capital. The 
following day the pa<;s was cleared after some hard fight­
ing, in the early part of which Sale wa!> wounded. The 
Sepoys of the 35th emulated the soldiers of the 13th in 
climbing the steep heights,· alld from this day sprung 
up between the two regiments a spmt of brotherly cam­
araderie which continued tIll they separated at Feroze­
pore in December, 1842. 

On the I8th, Captain Backhouse joined ( olonel Monteath 
with the Mountam Train. Captall1 G. H. Macgn>gor was 
employed negotiatmg with the chl{'f~ while the force halted 
for want of camels. On the I9th, Captain Abbott, havmg 
returned from the expedition to Zurmat (allte, Chap. 11., 
p. 40), marched from Kahul with the remainder of his 
battery, two 8-inch and two 5!-inch mortars. The 37th 
N.I. also came with hIm. On the 22nd, Sale moved 
towards Tazin. Cautiously advanclI1g through the Haft 
Kotal, crownmg the hllb on either Side, they had a succe&­
sion of skirmishes with the enemy whlch la ... ted till dusk. 
On the 24th, the 37th ~ I , half the Sapper5, and half the 
Mountain Train were <;ent back to Kabul. On the 26th 
the Brigade marched to Seh Baba, and next day to Klta 
Sang. 

On the 28th, a further advance wa,> made to jagdalak, 
during which the rear guard was attacked N ext day the 
enemy were in force on the sahent point!> of the hlBs, and 
the flanking partie., found themselves exposed to fire 
from ground still hIgher whIch it was dIfficult to ~ilence. 
Captain Wilkinson, wIth a company of the 13th. was 6ent on 
by Captain Abbott through the defile to ascertain if it were 
clear ahead. The enemy had not provided for this. There 
was no obstacle; !>o Captain Abbott with his guns and the 

.. Colonel Denme's dIspatch, P.P. NO.5. 
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advanced guard moved on at a rapid pace and were able 
to take them in rever<;e. The enemy, however, fell upon 
the rear guard and baggage, and for a time confU.,101l pre­
vailed; but" by the praiseworthy exertIOns and cool and 
soldier-like order and example of Captall1" Backhouse, 
Broadfoot, and Fenwick, confidence was re~tored 
and the rear guard extncated from the defile." * 

For eleven days longer Sale remained at Gandamak 
Pressing letters from the Envoy urgmg his return were 
received by the General l apt am Macgregor receIved on 
the 10th authentiC 1I1teilIgence of the outbreak at Kabul. 
A council of war was held It dCCluerl upon occupying 
J ahilabad as a pomt d'appm for a relIevmg force from 
India. The move wa" made, and S,lle encamped before 
J al<Uabad on the 12th of N ovembcr An attack 011 thc 
enemy on the 14th freed them for a time from annoyance; 
and next day the ArtIllery and Infantry marched 111 and 
took posses'iion of the town, to the astoni ... hment of the 
inhabItant'>, who thought thcy were on their way to 
Pe~hawar 

An examination of the town and Citadel !>howed that 
both would have to be occupIed, but lhe walb reqUIred 
much labour before they could bc rendered defen';lhle 
Captain G. Broadfoot, an officer of great talent, energy, 
and will, was appomted cngineer. With Captam Abbott 
al'io, than whom there was not in the regiment a better 
Artillerist, It was certam that everythmg that ought to be 
done would be accompll~hed as fLlr a'> It wa" pos!>lblc. 
Some stores were found, and whIle the enemy were not 111 
sight supplies came 111 freely. The works were pushed on 
a!> rapidly as pOSSIble. The enemy began to collect agaiu 
on the 22nd, the canal sUpply111g the town wa~ cut on the 
25th, and, as Sir Robert Sale wa>. careful of hi'> ammul1l­
tion, they approached closer, occupymg the low gronnd 
along the river on the lst, when a sortIC, under Colonel 

• ~ale'" .hspatch, 1'.1'. No.8. 
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Dennie, supported by Captain Abbott, wa.s m~de, and 
they were again free from annoyance 

Next day a letter from Major Pottinger tol41 of the 
murder of the Envoy, and on the 9th a sealed letter was 
delivered by three Sowars. It required the evacuation of 
]alalabad 10 virtue of the convention entered into with 
Akbar Khan. Sale, after hold 109 a council, asked for 
further inc;tructionc; as to the security which would be 
given them for a free past;age A welcome convoy from 
Peshawar brought 25,000 rupees, of which they were very 
much in want 

But on the 12th mtelligence of the evacuation of Kabul 
was received, and next day the sentnes saw a solitary 
figure slowly approaching the towr. Eager cyes discerned 
through their telescopes that he wat; Engbh, and mounted 
on a miserable pony, and a party of Cavalry went out and 
brought him 10, wounded and exhausted. It was Asst.­
Surgeon Brydon. The terrible new~ of the slaughter in 
the passes wa~ told. LIghts were kept burning all Olght, 
and bugles c;ollnded, If haply some other survivor might be 
within sight or heanng, but there were none. The pony 
died, but the:" man lIVed to take part in another memorable 
defence, that of the Lucknow Rct;idency 10 IB57. 

The garri~on of J al;ilabad knew that Brigadier Wild 
was at Peshawar, prepanng to advance, and that General 
Pollock was to command a force then being formed 10 

India, but on the 23rd they learned that the former had 
been worsted 10 an attempt to pass the Khaibar, and they 
had now to depend on theIr own resources. Another 
demand for the evacuatIOn of the place arrIved on the 
26th, beanng the seal of Shah Shuja. An evasive reply 
was sent. A third 'It came on the 8th of February, but thi;; 

.. General Sale does not mentIOn thiS la~t demand. The officers 
summoned to conSider It were surpnsed at seemg a letter from tbe 
Governor-General saymg that, m the event of Kabul falling, all the 
other stations were to be abandoned. This added a fresh difficulty 
in the way of deCldmg. They had no longer an? bUSiness In Af$han. 
istan, the only questIOn was, could they retire With honour under the 
circumstances? 
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was more directly answered. I t was to be referred to the 
Governor-General. 

The food supply was tolera.bly well kept up by foraging 
parties. The people had larg!'! herd~ grazing about, a.nd 
the raids were sometimes very succes~fu 1. 

But on the 19th of February, as the working partiee; 
were busily engaged on the fortifications, Colonel Mon­
tea.th being field officer, a violent shock of earthquake In a 
few seconds destroyed the work of many weeks. Colonel 
Monteath was buried partiaHy beneath the d6bri-" from 
which he was extricated by tht' men of the 13th working 
there, who esteemed him as if he had belonged to their 
own regiment.· But, in no way discouraged, the garrison 
set to work to repair damages. 

Akbar Khan was in the lIpmedlate vicinity His camp 
wa.s seen on the 15th He had hearn three days before a 
"alute of twenty-one gun~ in honour of the bIrth of H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales, which was announced the day before. 

Next month, the enemy began to inve~t the place. 
Whenever a good chance offered, Abbott gave them a few 
rounds from his guns, and he did not wa~te his ammuni­
tion; but as their number., increaseu, so did their audacity. 
A sortie, under Colonel Dennie, on the 11th caused them 
considerable loss without any on our "ide. Captain Abbott, 
on the 12th, was wounded by a spent ball. causmg a 
troublesome injury, but he did not absent hImself from 
duty. 

The proximity of the enemy hindered our getting forage. 
which was scarce, and the horses suffered. Akbar Khan 

II Alnusing stones were told of thiS gallant and highly-respected 
officer, that when other officerJ wl're glad to have an occasiOnal 
chaqge of linen, he used to turn out 11'l a style fit for Bond Street He 
wore-with re!opect, let It be sald-a Wig, but It was an unpardonable 
oifence to sur.pect it. And when the earthquake, regardless of rank, 
tbrew him di)WD, his chLef anxiety was lest hiS headgear should have 
~ 11'1 any way disordeced. As a 2nd-Lieutenant, I only knew him 
to be of that n.re school of gentlemen, as courteous to a young subal­
tern liS to one of hili own rank. He after\\ards took the suffi" of 
D~las to h15 name.' Kaye and other wn~rs ha\e misspelt 1t. 

March 
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'ient out his sheep to ~at the gras!> whic:h we wanted. 
Captain Broadfoot, in one of the affairs which the \protec­
tion of the grass-cutters made necessary, Wab severely 
wounded on the 24th of March, but a few days after Lieu­
tenant E. W. C. Plowden, 5th Cavalry, having got per­
mis'iion from the General, !>allied forth with twenty men, 
the rest of the Cavalry and a large party of rnfantry 
following in support. He da!>hed forward, cut off a large 
flock before the enemy could prevent him, and thus secured 
520 head, while the enemy's force coming on too late, 
,>uffered considerably from the fire of the guns. It should 
not be omitted that, on thi" occa..,ion, the 35th N.r. gave 
up their sh.ue of the ::.poil to their European comrades, 
though the)' had been themselve., on half ration., through­
out. 

As the enemy had been forti fying their 1)0'>1 bon and render­
ing our<; more difficult, <;ome of the senior officers, Captains 
Abbott, Oldfield, and Broadfoot in particuiar, induced the 
General to order a ,>artle in force."" Reports had come in 
that General Pollock had failed to force the Khaibar, and 
the confidence of the enemy reqUIred a check. So, on the 
7th of April, the ordmary guard::. bemg left at the gates, 
and the camp-followpr.,t manning the walls, the whole 
force moved out at daybreak in three columns. Colonel 
Dennie, in the centre, had 500 bayonets; Colonel 
Monteath, on the left, commanded his own regiment; and 
Captain Havelock, of the 13th L I, led a company of 
each regiment and the Sapper!> and Miners on the right. 
The Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield and Lieutenant 
Mayne, were on the left, and the Field Hattery in the 

* Kaye (11., p. 342) calls It a council of war: but Abbott, always 
"aleful an hiS statements, and ne\er mahclOlIlo, IS distinct on this 
pomt. 

t The camp-followers, mustered and unmustered, numbered I,:J)Z. 
General Sale enhsted them for servll e January 15th; 621 were armed 
chiefly with pikes, made up by Captam Abbott; 691 were told off to 
posts where stones had been collected. The Artillery baa two killed ; 
the Commis!>ariat seven, and SIX wounded. 
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centre. The Afghans, about 6,()()GJ strong, were drawn up 
in front of their camp. 

The centre column deviated to the right in its advance 
to attack a fort, and here Colonel Dennie, with some men, 
were killed. The delay deprived the flanks of support, and 
they were h~rd pressed, but, leaving the fort, which was 
afterwards abandoned by its garrIson, the centre came up, 
and Captain Abbott, advancing the battery at a gallop, 
directed a he::Lvy fire on the Afghan centre. Notwith­
standing a stout resistance, their lme wa-; penetrated by 
our centre and left. Haveluck forced their left back on 
the river, and .,oon the whole were disappearing in the 
direction of Lughman. Four of the gun~ lost by the 
Kabul force, with 635 round-; of ammunition, were recap­
tured ; their tent-; were burned, and ~uch stores a<; were 
not taken posse'>sion of were de<;troyed. It was a com­
plete t,ucce"s. Captains Backhome and Macgregor served 
as volunteers with the battery. A total of thirteen killed 
and seventy-one wounded wa,> small in comparison. Sir 
Robert Sale in his dispatch of this date mention'> all the 
Artillerr officers engaged." 

Captain Abbott in his report nc.d nay to Regimental 
Headquarter .. , brings to notice the great assbtall(.c hp had 
received throughout the "jege from LIeutenant Dawes, and 
reiterates the good service rendered by thIS officer at Khurd 
Kabul and J agdaUak on the 12th and 29th of October. 
Hut he had to serve yet another campaign with frequent 
honourable mention before he received even brevet pro­
motion. Captain Abbott also reports the name'> of two 
gunners t of the I~t Troop Ist Brigade H.A., who had 
come from Kabul as laboratory-men. They were both 

.. Papers, No. 31). 
t "Gunners Swmdall and Deane. . both volunteered their 

servicC$ end were most useful Both men wounded tn the action. 
GlUlner Swindllll has proved a most valuable assIstant to me, bemg 
~horOllgh!Y' II;cquainted W1t~ every part of an Artilleryman's duty. He 
15 .. olJeJ; &c:tWe. _ ll1telhgent, and I strone-Iy recommend him for 
pmmotioD." 
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1842. wounded on the 7th, at1d were promoted to the rank of 
Apn1. sergeant (G.O.c.c., 19th May, 1842). 

The defence of J ahilabad worthily vindicated tile good 
fame of our army. The honours accorded by Lord Ellen­
borough to " the Illustrious Garrison" were merited. There­
was one conferred upon the Artillery \\'hich cqstom hac; not 
perpetuated, and is now a thing of the past. It was, that 
the 2nd Company 6th Battalion, in common with the rest 
of the garrison, should wear on their appointments a mural 
crown super~cribed "Jellalabad." Also that :hc same 
name should be engraved on the guns, which were to be 
permanently attached to the Company.· As the 2nd of 
the 7th it forfeited, in 1857, Its right to any badge of 
honour, but the principle involved remains. The ArtiUery 
motto of" Ubique " cover<, all fields, as in a ~ense It does 
the achie'<ements of the whole army. But why should 
batteries not retain the designations as well as the tradi­
tions which have descended to them from former days.? 
Why should not the gun~ bear the names of the fields 
where they bave won fame? Napoleon knew well how 
much a wreath, a motto, conferred on the battlefield and 
worn proudly afterwards could nerve the arm and steel the 
heart when odd" were worst Regiment~ have their records 
which they justly value. Some set so high a value upon 
them that there is little fear of their C\'cr being ~ullied by 
misfortune. Of these the ArtIllery have always been 
counted, and surely the country should on its part see to 
it that no sueh acknowledgment of glory won by the 
blood of brave men is ever withheld. For the days a.re 
coming when England wIll be hard set to keep what her 
army and navy have won for her. 

When General Pollock arnved on the 16th he did not 
relieve J aliiIabad. The garrison had done that for itself, 
and for a time there was no enemy to fight. He could 
only congratulate Sir Robert Sale. 

* G.G.O., Jan. 9th, 1843. 



WILD ~ENT TO l'ESHA WAR. 

MAJ()lit~GENERAL POLLOCK'S RELIEVING FORCE, 

The 6rst intimation received in India of the disasters in 
Afgnanistan was from r.aptain F, Mackeson, Political 
Agent at Peshawar, forwarding a letter from Captain Burn 
dated Gandamak, 5th November, statmg tha.t the troops 
at Kabul were <;hut up in the Bala Hi!>sar. This was fol~ 
lowed by another from Sir Robert Sale, dated the I I th, stat~ 
ing that he was about to fall back upon and 5ecure Jalala~ 
bad. Nothing had been heard from Sir W. MacNaghten 
since the 26th of October At Captain Mackeson's urgent 
request, the 4th Company 6th Battalion, under orders to 
relieve the 2nd, the 30th, 53rd, 60th, and 64th N.L, were 
sent on to Peshawar. Lieut -Colonel C. F. Wild, com­
manding at Ferozepore, wa<; appointed to command as 
Brigadier. He had the confidence of his superiors. The 
Artillery had no gun~ To get any, Delhi being the 
nearest magazine, he found he would have to borrow from 
the Sikhs. S<\le was calling fOl a 5iege tram. Sir Jasper 
NicoUs, the Commander-in-Chief, demurred, saying it 
looked like wanting to reconquer the country.- Sale wa" 
writing urgent letter., for WIld's advance t The latter saw 
the impossibility of the ta<;k, but could not lJay <;0 either as 
a soldier or without di<;credlting the native portIOn of the 
force to which he belonged. The Commander-in-Chief 
was on his way up country, and as yet 400 mdes from the 
Sutlej. It was the day of slow daks, not of telegraphic 
communication. The Natlve Infantry had been hurned 
up to Peshawar in consequence of Mackeson's pre!>~ing 
letters. The Fleld Battery at Ferozepore was not yet horsed. 
SQ f8.f Kaye's statement that the dIscredIt of not having 
-sentiu,ns with Wild dld not attach to the Commander~in~ 
t:hieU he>¥.s good. But Sir Jasper Nicolls !:.hould not 
have,allow~ Wild to advance until some guns, as well a!:> 

t I 

Red. IS62. 
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part of the lOth Light Cavalry, then moving T.lP't should 
have joined. Wild would have waited for them, }Loli for 
H.M.'s 9th Regiment, also on its way to the front. Sir 
Jasper's letter on the 6th of February, in reply to Captain 
Mackeson's remarks, throws the blame on that officer and 
upon Captain H. M. Lawrence of the Artillery for not 
having been more precise in their demands. But it was hiS 
province to decide on the composition and strength of the 
force to be employed, not theirs. His objection to the u~e 
of Horse Artillery in a pass is not to the length of the 
fighting and baggage columm, but to the chance that a 
gun pointed at an enemy on the side of a hill within 
musket range might be dl'imounted or overturned, caming 
delay.* His experience in the ..'\Tjpai War should have 
taught him the value of Artillery in mountain warfare. 
A little further on he remarks on the u~efulne"" of Artil­
lery in making up for the "hortnes'> of range of our mus· 
kets when opposed to jezails. Mountain ArtIllery equipped 
and ready were not; there wa., therefore little choice 
left. 

Jant.ary. After much delay and resistance on the part of the 
Sikhs, four guns were handed over, but these were so 
rickety that on being tested one broke down. They had 
to be patched up anyhow, and BrIgadier Wild, after repre­
senting the d:fficultIe<; he met with, prepared to advance 
as lightly eqUIpped a'> pos'5ible. Leut.-Colonel Mosely 
marched by night on the 15th with two regiments and got 
to Ali Ma'5jid, but only about 60 out of 350 bullocks with 
supplies reached the place. Brigadier WIld advancen on 
the 19th with the two remaming regIments. The Sikh 
troops with him mutinied, the gun" broke down"t and the 
Sepoys, di~heartened, would not face the enemy. They 
had to fall back upon Jamrud. Wild was wounded 
Lieut.-Colonel Mosely, left without food, had to evacUlltc; 

* P.P., No 17:2. 
t One had to be abandoned, In spIte of Captatn LawrenlJO'i eliorts 

to brmg It away. -
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the fort on the 24th. The Brigadier's despatch of the 28th 
is painful reading. With even half a British regiment and 
a battery of ours, thelc "eems to be httle doubt that he 
would have reached J aiaiabad. He now could only wait 
for the troops coming up Slckne')" meanwhile fell upon 
his men, and the 'hospitals were crowded. Worse than 
all, disabled fugitlver, of the Gha7n1 and Kabul garrtsons, 
some Sepoys, many camp-followers, a large number of 

rnu D MAR5HAL ,IR (, I OJ LOl)o. 

(F.-om aj>/.otcgrlljJlt '')IlI""s,, AInu" and I 0 l ) 

whom had Im,t fingers or tops from fro!>t·blte, came into 
Pesha.war, Their stone') were !>ufficlently alarmmg. Emis­
saries from without and from the Sikh eamp told the 
Hindu S'l>by of the sin It wa') to ero')., the Indu'), as it 
had beeR not so JOf'g ago to cro')~ the Karammisa in 
Bengal;; so the regiments became lOfectcd with mental as 
Wltfi physiCal dillede, and de..ertion& were numerous. 

1<'2 
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The command of the force now being formed. hap been 
given to Major-General George Pollock, c.B., of the \Bengal 
Artillery, commanding at Agra He reached Peshawar 
on the 5th of February ano found something very llke a 
mutinous feelmg had pervaded the native regiments; sad 
to say, a few of the officer~ also. Cool, cautiol1.S, with 
soul!d sen~e and judgment, It reqUlred such a man to 
cope with thl'> .,tate of tiling'> That he did so 'iuccessfully 
and found hl~ ~egiment.:; 111 good moral condItion when 
called upon to advance, was not the least of General 
Pollock's vlctorie~. But there were 1,800 men in h05pital 
on the 7th of February, and he wa.:; detained at Peshawar 
till the begmning of AprIl 

The force Wit,. by G GO Februdl"Y 23rd, brigaded as 
follows '-

Ca(!(li1:1' 

BrigadIer M WhIte, 3rd LIght Dragoon'>. 
3rd Light Dragoon;., I~t and loth LIght and 3rd 

Irregular ClValr)'." net-. 5th Light Cavalryt and Ander­
son's Hor<;c t 

Iu.fmtry 
Major-Generai J McCa,>bll, K H, Commanding. 
Ist Brigade t-MuJor-Gencral SIr R. Salc, K C B . H.M. 

13th L I, 35th ~ I Sapper., and Mll1ers, Ferri,,' and 
Burns' Levle:--

2nd BrIgade -Bngadlcr J Tulloch, Goth N.1. : H.M 9th 
Regiment, 26th and Goth N r, 5th Co. Sappers and 
Mine:-s 

3rd Brigadc -BrIgadier C F Wild, 30th N I. . 30th, Brel, 
and 64th N [ 

4th Brigadc.-Rrigadler T Monteath, 35th N.!.: H.M. 
~ 1st Regiment,"" 6th • and 33rd N 1. 

... Came up aftelward., under command of Colonel llalton, U M.'s 
31st; reached JaWabid the 5th of May Two flslilas, 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry WIth advanced part of the army 

t At J ahilaMd. 
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A rtz'llery. 
Bt -Major H. Delafosse, 3rd-Ibt H A., Commanding. 
3rd Troop 1st Brigade,· 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade H.A., 

2nd Co. 2nd Batt. NO.5 L.F.R., 2nd Co. 6th Batt. (Native) 
No.6 L.F.B.,t 4th Co 6th Batt. (Nattve), and Mountain 
Tram (Native). 

The Dragoons and Captam Alexander'" Troop (3-2 H.A.) 
reached Peshawar on the 29th of March. General Pollock, 
since his arrival there, had been vl'ilting the ho')pitals, en­
qUiring into the waul., of all and encouragmg the men. A 
spirit of confidence 111 him thll,) produced was followed in 
the Sepoy rcglment'> by a read1l1c'>b to do their bCbt. 
Baggage wa'> stnctly lImited-a camcl and two mules 
carrying the General'.., , d few iron-enamelled articles con­
stituted his table dnd tOllet cqUlpment. The Sikh troops 
became more amenable and ready to co opcrate. 

The order of march had been laid down and carefully 
studied by commandmg officcrs, ,mel when the army 
marched to Jamrud on the 3bt It wa., <1" follows, and ab 

intended to enter the defile -
LEI 1 Fr ANld"'(' 

COLUM'\I 

Malor (,. llm,h. 
2 Co. 9th Regiment 

4 Co.. 26th N 1. 
200 Janllchl'> 

Lt -Col. Mo!>e1y 
7 Co •. 33rd N.!. 
3 Co~. 60th N.! 
4.% Co •• 64th N. 

I}) COl.. 9th RCj.'"unenl 

AI)\Ar.C.L (,U·\1. '. 

Bngadier \\ lid 
Gren Cu 9th Re'::lll)<..nl 

I Co 261h N 1. 
3 Co, 301h 11. J 
2 Co'> 33nl N I 

'-,apper;, an,l \hnc". 
4 l.nI" 3 2 II A 

2 ("111'> \J r. 
3 (.'lll' No 5 F B. 

hit HI FI ANKIN(. 

COllI M". 

L\. en], Taylor. K.II. 
z Co.,. 9th Itegmlcnt 

4 C,,' 261h N I 
I 400 JU7allchlS 

I \IIJOT l' C. Ander.,on 
7 Co, 30th N.r. 
3(0,60thNI 
4 Co,> 64th N 1. 

'-,"l'fl~r •• 
I 72 Co., 9th H.cglmcnt. 

2 co~. Comml;"unat, 53n1 N J 
Irregular Cavalry. Bag~age ""I" HI 1"1 L C 

RFAR ld \I,j) 

MaJor-GeneI~1 MCC."hlll, J<.. JJ 
3 Guns No 5, IOlh L.:<ht lu\ulr}, 2 Rl"las. 

lrreg. Cav. 2nd "'qu~,l 3rt1 1 )rrl[;onn', 
J Co. 60th N.I., 1 Co. 6th N I., I (IJ 9 I{q;Iment 

The Lutes for guidance of commdnchng officerb were 
pJain and explicit. A trumpeter or bugler wa'> attached 

• Came up afterwards under command of Colonel Bolton, H.M.'s 
3i st • I'e3ched Jall:UaMd the 5th of .\lay 

t At l~abalf. 

1842. 
february. 

5~ Field Batt. 
;z z Dep. Di'V. 

9 Mt. Bloltt. 

March. 
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1842• to each separate detachmrnt. Whenever any Qbstac1e or 
March. accident occurred, likely to impede or break the continuity 

of the column, the officer in command nearest to the sp<.>t 
was to cause the halt to be sounded, which was to be re­
peated by all the re>.t, the whole halting until the re­
moval of the difficult)' enabled the signal for advance to be 
given. 

April. The order for placlllg the bagg-agc. was to be carefully 
adhered to, an officer from each regiment being ap­
pointed to tIll'> duty. No private guards were allowed. 
The partie') fl,mklllg the rear guard were not to hurry on in 
advance of It, the officer., commanding each to give theIr 
most vigilant attentlOl1 to this, ~o that the rear might be 
protected from any fire from the helgbt5. As there were to 
be intervals between each detachment of about 500 yards, 
a considerable re-,ponslbllity devolved upon subordinate 
commander.., '" 

The army moved off in thi<; order at three o'clock on the 
morning of the 5th Hl .,dence No drum or bugle gave the 
enemy notlCf", <"0 that when the light became clearer the 
tribes covenng the height;, '>aw our flanking partie~ close 
upon them And now hut work began. The nature of the 
ground on the left enabled Major H U\:"h to carry the sum­
mit of the fil st in 'ikll'mi'ihing- order without much loss, A 
smaller hill at the entrance of the pass was carried, and 
these post'>, being made over to Lieut -Colonel Mosely's 
charge, he de'icended to clear the heights on the left of the 
road leading to Ali Masjld 

On the nght, Lleut -Colonel Taylor was equally success­
ful, though the ground \Va'> more precipitous. Lieutenant 
Unett, with a ... quadron of the Dragoons, protected his 
nght as he advanced. Having secured his ground and 
left Major Anderson In charge, he des.;ended to clear off the 
enemy on the right of the road Considerable opposition 

* In order to pre\'ent any possIble mIsconception of those orders, 
General Pollock 1110lself went round to officers commanding to 
ascertam that they were understood. 



PASSAGE OF THE KHAlBAR. 71 

was offered, especially at the bridge over a .,tream, but 184-. 
they were compelled to retreat, and Colonel Taylor April. 

occupied a tower and hill about a mile from Ali Masjid. 
Lieutenant Cumming, of the 9th Regiment, was ktlled on 
the heights Sir Richmond Silake!>pe'lr, who had volun-
teered his services, in charge of Macke!>on'~ J azallchi!>, was 
mentioned in Colonel Taylor's report. 

The enemy had some days before thrown up a strong 
barricade of stones and trees, cemented with earth at the 
entrance to the pa!>s. As ~oon a!> the flankmg columns 
were engaged, the advanced moved up to the barricade. 
The enemy, finding their rear turnp.d, abandoned thi~ posi­
tIOn, and the work of cleanng away WdS actively pro­
ceeded with under Lieutenant John Becher. Captain 
Alexander was ~ent forward, and placed the guns 50 as to 
assist the flanking partie:. with shrapnel whenever oppor­
tutllty offered. The heat was very great. In the evening, 
General Pollock \\'a5 encamped at Alt Ma!>jld, which was 
occupied by Captam Fern..,' Jazallchls from the left. Not 
a <;ingle baggage animal wa!> lo"t. Our casualties only 
amounted to 3 I killed and ml!:."ing, and 104 wounded. Of 
these, 41 were in the 9th Foot and 37 in the J azallchi 
Corps. Bngadler Wild, Captain Ogle, 9th Foot, and 
Lieutenant Mulcaster were wounded The enemy's loss 
was known to have been very large. Except a pas!>age of 
arms with the Lalpura people at the further outlet of the 
pass, 11.0 further oppositIOn wa~ offered. 

On the 16th, General Pollock's force marched into Jal­
alabad. As each corps pa.,sed the two regiments drawn 
out to receive them, they saluted the colour!> which for five 
months past had so well represented the British power. 

But Pollock had other d:fficulties besides an enemy to 
contend with. Lord Ellenborough had landed in Calcutta 
on the 28th of February, and taken over office from the 
Earl of Auckland. who on the 15th of that month had 
sent his orders· to Pollock, that when he had relieved Sale, 

'*" P.P., No. l71. 
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1842. he was to retire on Peshawar. Lord Ellenborough, in a 
April. letter to Sir Jasper Nicolls of March I5th,'" c:mtemplates 

the possibility of General Pollock <;tJ:'ikmg Eome signal 
blow, even advancmg on Kabul, at the same time contain­
ing restrictive considerations of an opposite kind. This 
was sent to Pollock. It did not rescind the orders of 
February 15th. Loru Ellenborou6h had no-: tnade up 
his own mind, for on the I<)th of April he sent orders to 
Nott to retire on Sukkur,t and the same day wrote to the 
Commander-in-Chlef, saymg he considered Pol'ock's force 
in a false po~ition, with a long pass and an unreliable 
nation in Its rear, and <;uggesttng that his army should be 
withdrawn to the ea~t of the Khalbar, from whenc.e any 
new operation:> could be undertal,en.~ 

Sir Jasper, beIng a "oldlcr, did not follow up such a 
suggestion. In his reply of the 27th Apnl,§ he says he 
has not given any instructlOns to General Pollock, who 
must be gUided by the 5th, qth, 10th, and 11th paras. of 
the orders of the r 3th of March, and decide whether to ad­
vance or retlrc irom J al{dabcid II The General is a clear­
headed, good offi<...er, and you have loaded hiS advanc.e with 
heavy cautions, but he Will ~tand alone, and as far as I 
know, treat those around him rather a'> advisers than 
agents." 

There wa:> another consideratIon of which Lord El1en­
borough took t.mal1 heed, but whIch the army had cherished. 
The WIdow of the murdered Em oy, the Wife of the General 
who had '>0 gallantly held J aldlab,id, and a number of officers 
and ,>oldiers, their WIVC~ and children, were pri-;oners in the 
handS of Akbar Khan. Pollock. d.nd hiS offi':.crs would 
not believe that England would suffer them to be left to 
their fate. 

May. And General Pollock wa" equal to the occasion. He 
had not carnage for hIS whole force; the camels having 
been only engaged as far as Jahilabad, had mostly gone 

" P l' , No 200 
t lb, Nos. 261,262. 

t 16, No. 259. 
§ lb., No 284. 
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back So he haIted there till he could make up the num­
ber he re'luired. And he wrote to General Nott desiring 
him not to retire ttll he should hear further from him; an 
order WhICh the gallant old General, though prepanng to 
carry out the other order,> he had received from India, 
glcldly obeyed. 

On the 5th of May, Colonel Bolton arn ... ed with the 3rd 
Troop 1st Brigade H.A., under LlCutenant Rlcharci'lon, 
H. M. 3 I '>t, 6th N 1., and re~t of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 

To accomplI:,h one part of the Governor-General's some­
what obscure order", Colonel Montedth wa" ~ent mto the 
Shinwari Valley, S E of JdlAI,tbdd H.M. 3 r~t, the 33rd 
dnd 53rd N.I, Captain Fern'>' ]azallchls, and CaptalO 
Abbott's battery compo'ied the force Several f0rt'i In the 
Gohii country were dc'>troyed. At Deh Sarak, a gun and 
part of the treasure of the Ill-fated Kabul garn~on were 
recovered. The only fightmg \Va~ dt :'IlaLllla, when Lieu­
tenant Mcllveen, of the 3 I "t, wa;, ktlled. On the 3rd of 
August Monteath returned to J dldlabdd. 

By thIS time the lettcr'i (July 4th) from Government 
were received, which perrmttcd N ott to retire by Ghazni 
and Kabul, and Pollock. to comblllc Ill':; movement'> with 
those of Nott, on their own re'ipoll'>lbdity. The cxrlte­
ment which this caused throughout the .lrmy wac, ex­
pressed by Sir R. Sale':, " Hurrah' thl'> h good news"-It-

On the 20th, Pollock, with an advanced force, marched 
for Gandamak where the re'>t were to J01l1, dllm the IIghte.,t 
marching order. He had with him 

Artzllery 
3rd Troop l;,t and 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade (four gun!», 

No.6 Field Battery,t and Mountam Tram. 

E1lgznrcrs 
5th Company and Broadfoot's Sapper.,. 

* 4tter to General Pollock, August 16th 
+ Lieutenant C. Doagl.s was attached to thIs battery at Jal.ilab.id, 

there being unly one other subaltern, Dawes, with It. 

June. 

JulY:l6th 

August. 
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Ca1'a1r.y 
3rd Light Dragoons, 1st, 5th (one ,>quadron), IOtb (head­

quarters and one squadron) Light Cavalry, and jrd Irregu­
lars (Tait's). 

Illfantry. 
H.M. 9th, 13th, and 3 I~t Regimcnt~, the 16th, 26th, 

33rd, 35th, and 60th N.I, and Mr. Mackeson's Bildars 
A detachment wa~ left at ] alAlabad wIth the sick and 

the '3uperfluou'i baggage. Two gun,> of Alexander'" Troop 
were at Fatlabad 

The force was formed 10 two dIvisions, one under Sir R.. 
Sale, the other under General 1\1 cCa:::.klll rassing the 
former, '."ho had been at Fatlabad, General Pollock wer>ton 

Augu.t 22nd With McCasklll'~ diVISIOn to Nlmla, where he was joined 
by Captain H M. Lawrence, With part of the Sikh con­
tingent whIch had been movlI1g along the left bank of the 
Kabul River At Gandamak, on the 23rd, a '>trong pOSI· 
tlOn for the camp was ~elected 

August 24th The enemy were in furce at the village'i of Mdmu and 
Kuchh Khel, whIch were to the left front of the camp 
some three mIle,> dlo.tant General Pollock attacked in 
two columns, the right under General McCaskill, the left 
under BrigadIer Tulloch CaptalI1 Abb()tt's guns were in 
support. Driven from Mamu Rhel, the enemy retired to 
Kuchl! Khel, a fort about a mtle III rear and close to the 
hills. They were dislodged and followed up into the hlt!s 
as far as could be done With prudence. Colonel Taylor, of 
the 9th Foot, and CaptalI1 Broadfoot greatly di~tinguished 
themselve'i. The camp wao. then moved down to Mamu 
Khe! until the 30th, when It returned to Gandamak. 

Seplembc:r Here General Pollock waited for the rest of his force 
under Sale, and for supplies On the 7th the first divbion 
under Sale left for the Surakh-ab, McCaskill with the 
second the day after. A detachment to preserve the com­
munications was left at Gandamak: two regiments N.I., 
two .,quadrons L.c., part of the Sikh contingent, and two 
guns of Alexander's Troop under Lieutenant G. Lark~ns. 



JAGDALAK. 

Sale's division consisted of:­

A 1'ttl!eI'Y. 

7S 

Two guns 3rd Troop 1st Brigade, No.6 Field Battery; 
three guns Mountam Train 

CavabJ'. 
3rd Light Dragoons, one squadron I~t L.C, three nsalas 

Tait's Ie 
H.M. 9th and 
Sappers 5th 

Bildars. 

InjanbJ' 
13th Reguuents,,A5th and 35th ~ r 
Company, anti Broadfoot'~, Mackeson's 

McCasklll'~ divIsion consi~ted of -

Artillery 
Two gun!>, 3rd-Ist H.A; four guns, 3n.1-2nd H.A 

Cavalry. 
Two squadrons J<,t Light, three risalas 3rd Irregular. 

11ljtl11bJ' 
II.M. 31'>t, wing.'> 33rd and 60th N I ; Sikh Contingent. 
The enemy on the 8th occupied the heights command- "'ept. 8tb. 

109 the Jagdalak Pa.'>,>. A deep ravine prutectpd them on 
the left, where the hills, studded With sungah~, formed 
an amphitheatre inclinIng toward., the road Here the 
troops, halted while the gum opened, were withIn range of 
their jezails, and several casualties occurred The Artillery 
fire was well directed, but a't they .,tIlI held their ground 
the General ordered the Infantry to attack. Captain 
Broadfoot, with hi'> Sappers, was .'>ent again~t a steep hill 
011 the extreme left of theIr pOSltlOll. The 9th, under 
Lieut.-Colonel Taylor, supported by two companies 35th 
N I., crossed the deep ravines dond scaled the hills on 
their right, where a ruined fort wa" strongly occupied. 
Captain Wilkinson, with the 13th, and I 10 men of the 26th 
N .I., attacked a steep conical hill in their left centre, the 
key of their position. A spirit of emulation pervadeq all, 
and th~ three attacks were successful. The Ghilzais fled 
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before our soldiers to higher, and seemingly inacces&ible, 
ground, but from it too they were dislodged. , 

General Pollock, without stopping, pushed on the same 
day to Kata Sang. HIS troops, wearied WIth the march 
and fight, required rest-Sale even advised a halt. But he 
knew the Imp~rtance of not allowmg hb ene ny time to 
rally. Had he done so he would have had to fight 111~ way 
through the Jagualak Pass, for Akbar Khan wa., preparing 
to meet hIm. Brigadier Tulloch, who commanded the rear 
guard thIS day, had plenty to do. Llcutenant DJugla<; was 
on It and had his hor'>c shot. The ~uccess of this clay WdS 

won by a smgle dIVISIon WIth a 10';'> of only SIX kllieu and 
58 wounded. 

The second (hvi'>lon had '>omc fi~htmg ncxt day ovel the 
same ~roL1nd, and dId not rcach K3.td Sang till the 10th. 

The fir"t marched from Seh Baba to Tazm on the I !th, and 
were therc Joined by General McCa!>kill, after a forced march. 
Akbar Khan was now at Khurd Kabul. While Pollock 
halted in the Tazin Valley, he moved forward and occupied 
the height,; in his front, determined to make a last stand. 
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But h(' wa<; entirely defeated. The Infantry f>caled the 
heights on either bide of the road leading up to the Haft 
Kotal, and with the bayonet, dreaded by the Afghans more 
than the bullet, drove them from rOlk to rock, from hili to 
hill. Our soldiers had, for the last four day", passed over 
ground .,trewn with the ghastly remains of the massacred 
army-sIghts that "tirred up a de'ilre for stern rctnbutlOn. 
The heIght!:. of thc "even pas'icf>, "teep a'> they were, were 
won. 

The rear suaI'd tIm day \Va'i commanded by Lieut.­
Colonel F. Richmond Captain A lexander'" Troop wa" 
with It, also LIeutenant C Dougla'i with 1 \\"0 gun'> of No G 
Battery. The road pa'i'3ed up one of the raVIne,> from thc 
vaHey of the Tazin River. To the "outh the enenlY had 
po'ited two guns 011 a heIght commandmg It perhap'i a thou­
sand yards dl'itant. By Dougla'i' account they were our OW11 
To oppo"e them he Wd'> pO'ited With hIs two 011 thc "pur be­
hind whIch the road ran, uncler the .,helter of whIch the bag­
gagewa'>collectl11g HCle he wa"Joll1ed by Captam H. M 
LawrcIH ... c, glad to be once again With g'u 11 '>. The latter 
with hIS fir'it shot disabled on~ of nur., on the other '>ldc .. 
Large bodie __ of Cavalry were collectmg in tht valle)->, and 
Captain Alexander';, Troop unltmbered \11 the valle}, 
;,lIpported by ,>ome Cavalry t The latter, gcttmg- a chance 
In the open ground, charged and broke the enemy, who 
collected agalO wherever they could. The fire of the guns, 
pa.rticularly of tho'ie on the higher ground, where a better 
vIew could be had, kept them at a distance tIll the baggage 
had all cleared off. As the rear gllard mO\'eo on the 
Afghans kept close bchllld, and Lieutenant Dougla'3' gun." 
masked by the Infantry, remalI1~d in rear, \\ Itll a charge of 
grape in each, ke-pt home by pnml1lg-wlre and ~ponge ; but 
wh(.neve.r the tro.ils were dropped and the Infantry opened 

'*' From an account by Colonel C, Douglas, who gl\ e, a I ough sket< h 
C1f the ground, COpted abO\ e. 

+ Cat'tain Unett and a squadron 3rd Dragoons; Majol .scott and a 
'squadron 1St L c.; Capta'n Talt \\'Jth a ~quadron of ht!> (3rd) 
lrr~at$. 
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out, the Afghans, taking the hint, got up the hillsides out 
o[the way.· 

Akbar Khan had lost the game. He fled to Ghorband, 
having previously sent the pri'>oners towards Bamian. On 
the 15th, Pollock's army was encamped on the racccouro;e 
at Kabul, and next day N ott wa" encamped at C1' ardeh 

The first thmg that General Pollock did was to send 
out, after General Nott had, unfortunately for his reputa­
tion, expressed hI'> decIded unwIllingness to do 50, a 
brigade under Sir Robert Sale to recover the pnsoners 
Sir R C. Shake<;pear had gone on with a party of Kmzil­
bash Horse to follow them into BarTJIdn. But they had 
purchased theIr own relca~e, and he met them returning 
with theIr late jailor The names of tho~e belongIng to the 
Artillery are gIVen 111 Note D 

Nothmg now remained to prevent GenerdJ Pollock from 
returning with hi,; force and General N ott'" to IndIa, except 
that Amin Ullah Khan had collected a force at Jc;talaf, 
wIth the exprc,,-,crl JIltentlOn of fightl11g ::\iajur-General 
McCa<;kill wa~ '>cnt with two bngade,> of Infantry under 
]~rigadier'i Tulloch and Stacy, the 3rd LIght Dragoons (two 
.::quadron<;), ,..,t 1. C (one "quadron), and Chri.,t1e\ Horse 
The Artillery scnt \\CIC CajJtam mood\ Battcry (LIeu­
tenant Terry pre'lcnt), Captam Backhou:.e'.., Mountain Train 
(Lieutenant RlCharcl.,on pre'>ent), and two IS-pounders 
under Lieutenant Corni..,h The place wa., taken after a 
stout reSI'ltance, with but httle lo~s to ourselves. Lieu­
tenant Rlcharcbon was "lightly wounded Major Pottmger, 
Bombay Artillc!y, and LieutCl1dnt R. H. Pollock, th~ 

General',; A.D C., were al.,o present. 
After thiS, Generdl Pollock prepared to return. On the 

12th of October the march commenced, General Nott's 
division formmg' the rear guard. But dll cleared out of 

* General Pollock mentions the followmg Artillery officers III hIS 
dispatch Major Deiafos!:oe, Captain!:> H \1. Lawrence, Abbott, 
Alexander, Lane, Barkhouse, and Fitzgerald; Lieutenants Sit R, C 
Shakespear and R. Pollock Lieutenant Douglas was mentioned By 
Lieut.-Colonel Richmond III IllS report of the rear guard. 
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Kabul at the same time. Pollock's column was lengthened 
by a great numher of fugitives, some Sepoys, some camp­
followers, whom the destrurtion of Ghami and Kabul had 
rendered homeless, and who sought refuge and a return to 
their own country. It was ab~olutcly refusetl by N ott. but 
Pollock, though he greatly felt the inconvenience, saw that 
the safety of hi<; army would not be ri<;ked, and they were 
allowed some carriage They would 'certamly have ham­
pered the rear of the army 

General Sale. wIth two bngade", the ;Vlountam Tram, and 
some Cavalry, went by the Go"pancl Darra Pa"., on the 
nght of and parallel to that by Khurd Kabul. thereby turn­
ing it, so that the rc~t of the army pa""cd throug"h wIthout 
a "hot being fired After thi-., however, Ifhlle the lea(ling 
dIvIsions pa%ed on without difficulty, General PoIJoch.'~ rear 
wa" often fired on, and Genercll ~ott'" bngade,",. not ~o 
ob.,ervant at fir<;t of the nece~sary precaution,>. suffered 111 

consequcnce Captam Lc-c"ion, commandmg the redT gual d. 
had a runnll1g fight ncarly the whole of the J 5th LICu­
tenanl Terry with hl<; gun" did good ~erV1Ce 

From Tazin to Seh Haba, the TCl[ dl\'l"lOn" were "tdl 
engaged, Traver'iing the Jagdalak Pa-,s wa<; <1 rhfficult 
matter. Pollock'" rear here and the gun.., had theIr hands 
full. Brigadier Stacy's divI<;lOn in N ott's force had 
Leslie's and Turner'., troops of H.A w1th It, and wa'> 

hotly engaged. :vJajor Simmon'l, 4ht ReglInent, with the 
rear ~ard, wa" delayed 111 camp, havmg to bur"t the two 
I 8-pounders brought from Kandahcir The Somnath gates 
were nearly lost this day. They were the source of the 
greatest difficulty owing to the vaiue placeJ upon them by 
Lord Ellenborough and the ul!wieldy nature of the load, 
and the unnecessary cause of very much money and some 
bad la~guage being expended m bringing them to India. 
The first division, under Sir R. Sale, reached J aJalabad on 
the ~~nd; General McCaskill's on the 23rd , and General 
N ott's on the 24th. 

Her<: a halt was ma~e for four days. The fortifications 

October 15th. 

October 16th. 

Octoher 18th. 

October 19th. 
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of J alilabad were de<;troyed, and on the 27th Gltneral 
Pollock's divIsion::, marched for Pe!3hawar. No oppotition 
was otTered till LandlkMna was reached BrigadIer Wild, 
commanding the rear brigade of General McCaskill's divI­
sion, which marched for Ali Ma<;jid on the 3rd, was de­
tained on the road with the large gun which had been 
brought away from Jal{tlabad as a trophy. Fallin~: to get 
it along, Captain Lane. in who<;e charge it was, had to 
abandon it, be1l1g attacked by a large body of Afridl"; near 
Garhi L{l.ia Beg. -'0 that he had to throw h;., deta:hment 
into a fort LIeutenant A. Chn"tle was ordered to join the 
rear guard wIth a gun and howlt7er of the Mountatn 
Train, Lieutenant L SmIth remaintng wIth the other.., in 
advance Darknes,> held '>et tn, and under it" cover large 
number" of Afnell" ru<;hed upon the gun., from the bushe .. 
thickly growing on either side of the !"Oad, firing, throwing 
stone", and u!>tng their kIllve!>. A number of our men were 
killed, Lleutcnant ChrJ!>tIC, of the Artillery, and Ensign 
Nichol<;on amon~ the number, and the gun and howitzer 
were lo"t at the tunc, but recovered next day. 

Ge~eral Nott'" rear guard wa., attacked on the "arne 
ground. From Landlhhdna till clear of the pass there wa<; 
contll1ual "kllmbhing The General and \Vymer's brigade 
marched at 6 am, after them, at a "ufficlent interval, came 
Leshe'<; Troop H A.. then Captam Anderson With Turner' .. 
Troop, and then Blood's Flcld Battcry Captarn L~slie got 
to the top of the a'>cent Without d1fficulty, but the other 
two, e!>pecially the heaVIer one, required a5!>lstance. tn a 
ravme, Oil the right, lay the unfortunate" kazi," the J ahi1a­
bad trophy gun There was no time to think of such telttes, 
so at Bngadicr Stacy'<; deSire, Major Sotheby undertook 
to have It burst. The other trophy gun," Zabar lang" 
(weighty in war), which Nott had brought from Ghazni, 
had died at Kabul of the same disease. Small as his divi. 
sian was, Bngadler Stacy managed, by posting parties at 
intervalo:: through the defile, to enable the baggage to keep 
moving on during the night. Next day Brigadler Stacy'" 
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division continued its march. Major Brown, 41st Regi· r84z. 
ment, commanded the rear guard. Con'>tant attacks were N,,,. 6th. 

made on the line of lJicquet'l. The fort of Ali Masjld wa~ 
blown up about noon, and "hartly after Lieutenant \V 
S. Terry went with a party to select a ~pot for a gun to 
keep the enemy in check. On thIs duty he wa~ severely 
wounded, and dIed threc days afterwards at PC'lhawar He 
was an officer of consIderable promi.,e. By the strong line 
of pO'it!'t the pas<;age of the baggage and .,tore" was 'iccurcd, 
and when the rear guanl had clearcd the ea.,tcrn end of 
the defile, the last act in the evacuation of Afgham ... tan \Va!> 
accornph'ihed 

An army of }"eserve had been conccntIated upon the 
Sutlej a., a mea'iure of prccautlOn agalllst dny movement 
Oi medsure of an unfnendly naturc on the part of the Sikh 
army. The Governor-General at it'> head on the 17th of f),'Cernber. 

December recclvcd the victonou!> troop'>, .. thc Illu'itnolls 
garrison" first of all, With special honour,>, and a week of 
feasting'* closed the Wdr, begun 'iO lIlaw,plCiou.,ly three years 
before. 

A list of the hc)Ooul ~ confclfec! upon the At tillery officer~ 
i~ given in the appendix to thl'> chapter MedaJ<, wcre 
conferred, one for the defence of Kalat-i-Ghtlzal, olle for 
~c..\il~bi.d, ~\'\d G\'~ (GO;: th~ ()?~o;o..t;'()\,\'" ;'\,\ A('bh~\,\\c,to..\, m 
r842. The thank'> of both House,> of Parhament were in 
1843 voted to Major-General Sir George l'ollock, G C.B , 
as well as to Sir W. Nott, G.C B, Sir John McCa~kJll, 
K.c.1'3., Sir R. H. Sale, G C B, and General England, but 
in the debate in the Upper Holl.';c It \\a~ the Le,Lder of the 
Opposition, the Marqui.,; of Lall!'tdowne, \\ho brought to 
notice the c~'iential servIce,> rendercd to hI'> country by SIr 

• The 35th N.I, as a !Jartmg wmplunent to H 1\1. 13th LIght 
Infantry, WIth Wbldl they had been so closely a~~oel.lted, obtamecl 
pennlsslon to ente(tam them at a banquet. rhe n,Ltl\C officers 
slolpellntended all the arran.;;ements, regat dle"s of the stnet limIta­
tIOns of caste. Eatables and stronger liqUid" than \\atel weI C ,>up­
plied plentifully, as well as ooohes for the conveyance to theIr tent'> 
of any who might fijld it 1l1convcment to walk 

G 
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George Pollock, which the Duke of Welling-tort pa$sed by 
almost without comment. The feeling of the gre'\t Duke 
towards Pollock sufficiently appears in his correspondence 
with Lord Ellenborough, and the groundles,>ness of his 
criticisms may be "een by comparing them with the 
measures adopted by Pollock both going and ret~rning,· 
or by one who knows what the Afghan hills are like. 

Sir George Pollock \Va'>, five YCdrs after, granted a pen~ 
sian of £I,OOO a year by the Court of Directors. 

AUTHORI rrES CO.\TSULTED FOR THIS 
CHAPTER. 

General and Rcgimental Order~, 
Record" J ndia Officc. 
Army Ll'>t'l 
Kaye's" War in Afgha\11.,tdn " 
Correspondencc, &c, General Abbott 
Stacy's" Narrativc." 
"Nott',> Bngade in Afghani..,tan " 
Lieutenant Eyre's" Journal" 
" Life of Fleld-Mar~hal ~il G Pollock," 
Grcpnwood's "Narratl'\;c" 
Letters fmm vanou,> officer.., 
Paper'> laid befol e Parliamcnt (p l' ) 

APPENDIX. 
A. N arnc;, of Officcr", Bengal. \rttllery, 1842. 
B. Name;, of Officer", Bombay ArtIllery, 1842. 
C. Reguncntal Order Defence of Kalat-I-Ghilzai. 
D. List of Pri"oner<, 111 Akb.l1' Khan',> Hands. 
E. Honour" conferred upon Artillery Officers. 

• ThIS refers to the Dukc'~ Jettcl to Lord Ellenhorough dated 
February 4th, 1843, more partIcularly the part commencmg " I con~ 
fess I do not admIre thc retreat" (" Indian AdmmltitratJQn of Lord 
Ellenborough," p. 145). The Duke ~cems to have b~en influenced by 
Lord Ellenborough', vatlOliS cntIclsms both upon Pollock lUId Nott. 
The latter was ~pokcn of at first very shghtmgly, afterwards tn tertns' 
of hIgh praise. 



APPENDIX. 

NOTE A. 

Names of Officer5 of the Bengal Artillery who served 111 Afghanistan 
during the year 1842. 

Ma)or·Genl. ! 
Major 

Bt.·MI'Jor 

Captain 

., 
" 
" 
" 

BI. ,Cllpt:l.1n 

.. 
" 

LIeutenant 

" 
" 

" 

" 

" 

.. 

Geotge Pollock, C.B 

Fretlenck S. i-IolhelJY 

II enry Delar. >"': 

Thoma., NIcholl 

.tUtguslu, Al,],o(( 

Jame, Alc,ander 
Vllllla111 AndcN>n 

John T. Lane 
J uhu, B Uncl-holl'" 
Henry 1\1, Lawrelll" 

Augu<,tmt' I',l '~l>ral( I 
George LarkIn, 
George II l\l.lcgrLt;m 
Robert Waller 

Frederltk '.V. C. II Il"h 
Llewellyn '>'I1I(h 
George L. ('(}()l lL'r 

.--- - -~------T ---- -------
I Comdg Truop, V;e~t 

of Indm, 
2nd Halt Comdg. Arty Gent. 

Notl's Column 
3rd 1'1' 1'[ Bde. Comdg. Arty Bengal 

Column 
, I,l 1'1' hi Hue. h .. Illed in retreat at 

I 
I 

Jagdalak. 
1,1 11' hI Bde. I Comdg 2nd Co. 6th 

"d 11' 2ml Hde 
4th C" .2,1<1 RIll 

\lolllnJ T,aIr' 

Batt 

Comug II A .• late Shah 
i-IhuJa'~ 

Corny of Ordnance 

I l'ohtlcalEmp. --Comdg 
~Ikh Contmgent 

31<1 '1'1'. 2nu Btle. I 

31<1 '1']' 2nd Bdc. I 

ht T1' 1'1 Bde 

3HI C" 2nd Ihtl. I 

2nrl Co. 2nd Batt. 

l'nhtt<.al Employ . 
Pn<;oncr In Akbar 

Khan', Hand~. 

I 1,1 Troop Shah'~ H.A. 
SIr RIChmond ( . 

~pear, 1,1 
Robert \\' alkcr 
Vmcent Eyre 

"hake I 
I 

I \ "hly Se, y to Genl. 
i t Pollock. 

John L. C RJC1.a"l,oll 
Charie, Stc'Wart 

Michael Daw .. , 
Frank Turner 
Tohn Abercromillc 
Rohert \V",hurloll 

Ernie KyrJe Money 
Alexander W, lInwkm, 
Charfe~ Dougln'i .. 

Char~es A. Greene 

'r~~a<; Bnlllgpar'l 

3,,1 T" ht ll.l" 
1,1 '1']' hl Bde. 

211(1 Cn. 6lh RaIL 
2nn TI" '>. '> Ii A 
3nl Tp 1st Bdc I 
"hnh', Own \rly *: 

3r.1 Tp. r,t Btle. 
I hI Tp 1.1 li,k .. 

21,,1 Co. 2nd Batt 

I 

! 
I 

Mount Tram I 
3rd Co. 2nd Bat!. I 

i 1'. "'mer In Akbar 
Khan" Hands. 

"Illed m retreat at 
Gandamak. 

Pr1',mcr III Akbar 
Khan'!, Hands. 

2nu Troop Shah s II.A 
Wa' attached 10 2nd 

Co 6th Batt 
KIlled m retrea~ at 

Jagdalak. 

, • I,.~ W"'~J'l was ~pOlnte~ to the charge of some guns under thIs 
title. :~'(lo~and. 33rd',Angust. 11)39. 

G2 



Lieutenant 

" ., 
Asst •• Surg. 

" 
" 

.. 
Vet. "urg. 
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NOTE A-co·.linued 

Alexander Chn<;he 

Alcx(lnder Robert,on 
Robert II Pollock 

Alexander Bryce, J\1 J) 

RIChard \\ Fmthful 

Dt1IH'1n \\\, RaL 

\Vm "'. Comberb1ch 
lIerl)ert Coe 
\V P Barrdt 

4th Cn 6th Batt. 

4th (n. 61h Ball 

ht Tp 1st Bde 
11 A. 

3rrl TI' 2nd BIlL. 
HA 

31d 11' bl TldL 
JJA 

2nd { o. 2nd Batt. 
3rd Co 2nd Hatt 

NOTL B 

- - ~----t----

Killed 3d Nov. in ac· 
tlOn nellr Ali Mailjld. 

A.D (' to Genera! Pol­
lock. 

]"llIed)"\ retreat nt 
Talln. 

?Ii c(lieal '>tore Keeper 
with the Tr()op<; 

Names of Otflcer~ of the Bombay .\rttllery who .,erved ill Smd and 
AfghanIstan dunn~ the year 18.p 

Bt ·MaJor 
Captam 

" 
Bt.-C:~ptaIn 
Lieutenant 

.. 

.. 

., 

.. 
" 

.. 

Jolll1 Lloyd 
J amc" <"lllclatr 
T oltn T Le,ltL 
I< rann., J Pontanh nl 
Henry <.,tamford 

\\'llhall1 T \\ hltlie 
C'lemenl., Bloml 
(xeorge lIutt 
lknry (,Ihunc 

I 1(lIed l'ottmger, C B 
A r RO'l/,ll1 

Lclward" Rhkt 

E,dward Weiland 

Thos. C. Pownoll 
George A I'rucn 
DaHdl:.r,kme 

Waller" Terr) 

A B Kemb'lll 
Regillald T Brell 

Chari", B Fuller 
John Worgan 
Edward Wrn) 
John'" Petne 
T C. Smith 
R T C Bnx!er 

2nd Co 2nd Ball 
3fl1 lo 1'1 Batt ; 
3rd Co (,oJ 
3'd Cn. (.0\ 

1,1 TIlI()!' 
Ikl (,{)I 

2ncl Cn 211(1 nutt 

1,1 '1 ro0l' 
3nl Co I,t Batt 

{,,,I 
<'01. 
2ncl Co. 2nd Batt 
2nd Co. 2nd Batt • 
h! Troop 
l't Tr/)()p 

I {omc1g Arty. III Sind. 
I Corny Ordnance, Su.d. 

11 l'ohttcal Employ 
Comy. of Ordnanct., 

,",ukkur. 

On SId. leave. 
I DOIng duty fron1 Sur 

\ey Dep!. 
l'olttlLal Fmploy 

Home on sick leave, 
19th August, l842. 

DIed at Sukkur, 27th 
Dec. 

Brigade Mdjor Arty. in 
~llId. 

DIed at Peshawar, 9th 
Nov., 1842. of wound 
m actIon at Ali Mas­
Jld, 6th id,m. 

Do1pg duty frQm 4th 
Troop. 

Sind. 
Sm-d. 
Transferred t041hTroop. 

---- -,-----~--~, 
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NOIE C 

AR1lLLrRV RI!GIMI Nl \1 OR!)f<R~, 

zoth July, 184:2· 
The Commandant ha~ much pk.l~ure 111 publl,>lung the follow· 

109 extract from Llt'uten mt \V.llker's feport of the good conduct 
of the 4th Company 2nd BattalIOn undcr III" command III the 
defence of Kelat 1 GllllL:IC -

"The attack Wa~ made <l bout lulf past three a III The two 
mam bodies were dueLled agalll'>t two POlllt'> of the jort, at one 
of whICh I l1'1d two o-poundu gun~, and at the other olle 6 poun­
der. The enem} stJccet-dLd In plantmg their ,>calmg-laddero and 
cros~mg the dItch by them, .111d at olle tU11C wert' 11l great torce 
at the top of the hill, when the l!..uropean'> wele obliged to rc~ort 
to the If small arm~, .1I1d the enemy \\ tre by them and tht.. SepoY1> 
shot and bayonetted one after tht.. other In number~. Whf're 
\!very man of the uetJChment dId 1m duty to the utrno~t It mIght 
seem not to requln': mdlv!(lual Il1CntlOl1) but I dcem It my duty 
to !>peclfy the names of the mU1 at the three gun'> ",hlch had the 
luck of bcanng the brunt of the Lngagelllcnt, a~ abo Lht' name~ 
of Staff-Sergeant A S",een), Corpor.l1 j) McDonald, MagaL:lI1t. 
Sergeant, and Bombardici \\ kedty, labOl.ltorj 11Ian. 

w. l'ltchey. 

J. Napier. 
W. :Brown 
T.5mlth 
M. Bradley 

I I)IU 01{ \1 '> 

r lklllKl 

l,UN'~h, 

B J\.cll 
\\ Ck;r 
T Tlryan. 
\\. l~,,,,, 

J "'n I·il 

R C tlhcTdklon 

\\ llughc, 
D l{eddm. 
T 'larllIl 
J l\l~D()nahl 

Iwnh 3 Nf!.lc'k. and IJ l'rnale" (,un La,e.n Detail nol entLrcd here). 

" (SIgned) ROBER! \VAL!<..h.R, Llelltenant, 
"Commandmg Artillery, Kelat-l-GhJlLle." 



NOTL j) 

LIst of Pn&oner.<. belonglllg to the Al [jllcl}' released on the 
21st September, 1842 

Brevet-Major Ddred PoltInger (Bombay). 
Brevet-Captam R Waller, H.A, \\If(~ and two children. 

Lieutenant V Eyre, wife .lnd one chIld 
LlCutenant R. \VarburtOIl 

Conductor rho!:> R Ryle), wife and three children. 
Sergeant Wade and wIfe. 
Sergeant 1\1 McNee, H l\ 

'lergeant Cleland, H A 
Gunner A Hearn, H A 

CUllner Kean, H A 
Gunner naHon, H A 

NOlL L 

Honours conferred upon Artillery (HtlCl! '5 fm ~ervlces m the 
.\fghan Wal, J839-1842 

BIcNG\L A}{jl[ II hL 

G.G.O., 24th March, 1840 Major Pew, Brevet-Llt.ut.-Colonel. 
G G 0 { Captam Abbott, BrevLt-Ma}oT and C.B. 

24th I)e~. "1842 ~apta11l MacGregor, Lot al Major and C.B. 
, Captam Backhou~e, Brevet-Major. 

e.G 0., 25th Jan, 1843. Major-General Pollock, c.B.1 G.c.Il 

{ 

Majors ~otheby and Delafosse, CB.I 
G GO, Captam Ander50n, Brevet MaJOr and c."S. 

21st Feb., J843 Major Backhom,e, C.B 
Captains T .ane and Lawrence, Brevet-Major. 

BOMBAY ARJ ILLERY. 

{

Lieut.-Colonel T. Stevenson, C.B. 
th ~.G.~. 8 Captains Lloyd and Coghlan, Brevet·Ma.Jor. 

24 arc , 1 40. Lieut. E. PottInger, Local Major ao4 C,j. 
G.G.O., :nst Feb., 1843. Captams T..eshe and BlOOd, llfe\'e.t-Maj$. 



CHAPTER IV. 

t.WALIOR CAMPAl(.N. 

DIFI1ICULlII!.S WIlli GWALlOI< -AII1lY of l' xerChe ronned-Left \\ mg­
ConstItutIOn of Force-RIght \'1 lllg Advance to Hmgonah-MO\e to 
wards Chnunda-Movemenl of C"3]ty on lh" Left-Attad. (If centre on 
MaharaJplu-Of Right Hngadc-C.lV.11r) and llon,c Artillery attack 
Chaundah .1nd !-.hlkarpur-i'nClll} unven aero'" the Rlver--RLmark. 
-Conduct of Infantry-Ilea, y Ca\ualty ltoll-Adv;mcc of Left \\ mg­
Battle of Pan:ar-llonour, and ]Zeward, 

THE state of affair!:> at GWdllOt III the year 1843 wa" 
very dlsturLed. The army had acquIred a dangerou'5ly 
predommant power during the reIgn of the young Maharaja 
Jankoji Rao Sindlah, who dIed February 7th. IIi!:> widow, 
but thIrteen years old, adopted as .,ucce,,">or a boy of eight. 
The Mama Sdhib, maternal uncle of ] an J... 0) I, wa" appointed 
Regent with the support of our Resident at Gwalior, but 
the child-wIdow wa., under the mfluence of a party hostIle 
to him, of which the DAda Khasgl\vala wa" leadt:r. A 
series of Court intngues followed. The army wished to be 
paramount, and was ma~sed about Gwahor. DI.,turbances 
and fightmg followed. The Regent and Bllti"h Resident 
were oblJged to leave, and "everal Bntl"h officer., were dis­
,ttlissed Smdtah's servIce U nwlllmg a.., he was to mterfere, 
the Governor-General was con "trained to provide for the 
security of our territOlY. 

Sir Hugh Gough had lately "ucceeded Sir Jasper 
Nicolls as Commander-in-Chlef A force wa~ a5sembled 
~t ,Agra il'\ N ovembet under hIs personal command, called 
"The Army of Exercise." Shortly after, another, called 
I( 'f~ !.left 'Wing ~ was formed. The corps composing it, 
.trona' 'l\IiJ;utpur, AUahabad, Cawnpore, and the south of 



52 Fd. Batt. 

2·3 Dep. Dlv 

L., R.H.A. 
57 Fd. Batt. 

S .• R.H A. 
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Bandelkhand. concentrated at Jh;insi towards :the latter 
part of December. 

The whole force wa!:. thug constituted :­
A rtdlcr)'. 

Brigadier G. E. Gowan, Commanding 
Captain J. H. Macdonald, D.A..'\. G, Captain L F. Day, 

Commls~ary of Ordnance 
Horse ArtJ!lery Bngadler E. 13lddulph, Lieuten"nt E. G. 

Austin, Bngade-MaJor 
,,\, 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade, Captalll e. Grant. 

c 3rd" "MaJor 1. Alexander. 
l'>t Troop 3rd Brigade, CaptamjBrind 
2nd " rVldjor J T. Lane 
3rd" Captam G. Campbell 

Foot Artillery Hllgacher J Tennant, Cdptain A. Huish, 
Brigade-Major 

2[ Fd. Batt. ~ 

[0 Fd. Batt. 

1st Co. l~t Batt. No 10 H F.B, Major T Sander,>. 
2nd " 1 'it Regen e " 

S;Co. b. Dlv 

23 Fd. Balt 

1st ,,3rd Re'>clvc ' 

2nd.. 3rd RC'len C ", 
2 M1. Hatt. ere' 1st " 4th " No J 7 II.F 13, Captalll 13 Browne. 
4 Mt. Batt. 

6 Mt Batt. 

6 Co. E Dlv. 

2nd" 4th " RC'lcrve, Licut II D'O Bailhe. 
3rd " 4th l~e,>erve. 
4th ,,4th Re~enc, Lieut. H S Leathes 
6th " 6th " ~o 16 L F 13, LlCut W.Olpherts. 
5th, 8th, 9th, and loth Co'> 6th Batt NatlVe Re~erve. 

EllglllCCl S 

Major E. J. SmIth, l'>t, 3rd, and 4th Cos. Sappers. 
{fwa I r)'. 

Major-General Sir). Thackwcll, K C.B, K.l-i., Command­
ing. 

1 st Brigade.-Brigadier A. Campbell, K.H.: two squadrons 
19th Lancers, two squadron!:. 5th, two squadrons 11th L.C., 
wing 2nd I.e. 

2nd Bngadc.-Brigadier D Harnott. 8th L.c., 8th I.e., 
Cavalry Bande1khand Legion. 

• Sertt back to Agra from Dholplir with siege-train. 
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3rd Bri%ade.-Brigadicr C. R. Cureton: 16th Lancers. 1st 1843-
L.C., 4th L.C. 

4th Brigade.-Brigadlel J. Scott: Body Guard, 4th and 
10th L.C. 

En/attb)'. 
1ST DIVI6ION: Major-General J. Grey, C.B., Command­

ing. 
1st Brigade.-Brigadier W. A. Yates' 3rd Buffs, 39th and 

SISt N.J., Bandclkhand Legion. 
2nd Brigade.-Bngci.JIcr R. BJackall II M. 50th, 50th 

and 58th N I. 
2ND DIVISION' Major-General Dennis, Commandmg 
3rd Brigade.-Major-General T. ValIant, K.H. jr.2nd and 

16th N.!. 
4th Brigade.-Hrigadler L. R. Stacy, CB 14th,3J!ot, 

and 43rd N.I. 
3RD DIVISION Major-General J. H. Littler, Command­

mg. 
5th Brlgade.-Bngadier T. Wnght· H.M., 39th,35th,­

and 56th N.!. 
6th Brigade.-Bngadipr S. U Rtley 62nd and 70th N.J., 

Kalat-i-Ghtlzal RegIment. 
The left wtng consisted of the l!>t and 2nd Bngades of December. 

Cavalry, and General Grey',> dlvl!:>lon of Infantry, and 
Brind's and Campbell'~ Troop!> of H.A., and LIeutenant 
W. Olphel'ts' Fielct Battery. 

The right wing left Agra on the 16th, and cro~scd the 
River Chambal on the 2 I st. The Gwahor Durbar gave up 
the Dada, who had been worsted in a fight wIth the army, 
but till the army wa" under control there W<i'> no security 
that tranquillity would be maintaIned. However, mo'>t of the 
siege-train, with some reserve t.ompamc'>, were sent back to 
1\gra., there to wait for order!:>. SIX I8-pounder guno;, four 
8-inch howitzers, and the reserve companies of the 4th 
Ba~ ~t witlJ, the army to Hmgonah on the Kohan 
R¥" whoEu the Governor-General waIted for an mtel'view 

lit Left at Agld. 
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~43. with the heads of the GwaJiur State, which did not come 
December. off. 

While there, it was known that the Mahrata army had 
moved forward to Chaunrla on the As{n River. The Com­
mander-in-Chicf, with the Quarter-Master-General, rt:lcon­
noitred a<; far as the village of Maharajpur, but it wa<; 
only occupied by a picquet of the MahnHa lnfantry. 
There had been no declaration of war, but the attitude 
of the two armie;, wa!:> equivalent to one From the Chief's 
dl..,patch It would appear that hi'S mtention wa" to have 
made a threatening movement with his left and a direct 
attack upon the centre, whIle General Vahant, with 
Brig-adier Cureton's Cavalry and Burse Arttllery, tut'ned 
their left The Gwahor army, ho vev,'r, did not mean to 
fi~ht wIth the river and It'3 IOtrica\e ravlOe.; immt!dlately 
behind them They advclnced to M ahdra.Jpur on the 28th 
ami there entrenched them..,elve" A line of vedette" and 
patrolo.; three mile;, in advance of tIl(> Kohari River would 
have been of u"e here 

On the 2Xth order» were i..,<;ued for an advance, pre­
par,ltory to an attack upon Chaunda It wa" believed to 
be the Commander-tn-LIt!"f';, lI1tention to cncamp at or 
near MaharaJpur The army Wd" dllccted to move m 
three column" -

Brigadier Scott'" Cavalry with Lane';, Troop on the 
left of the vlllage e)f Jaura, Hrigadier Wright with 
Sander,,' Flcld Battery on its right, Brigadier Stacy with 
Browne'.:; Field Battery all Morena Half an hour before 
daybrt'ak 

General Valiant'.., brigade, cro'isll1£; the Koha.ri Hearly 
in it-. front 1r1 the dIrectIOn of Mangrauli, had to pass over 
a consJ(}erdble di'Stancf' much Ir1tcr'>ectcd with ravine'i, 
At daybreak. 

Brigadier Cureton',> Cdvdlry, with Grant's and Alexander's 
Troops, on Mangrauli. They had to make a detour to the 
right to avoid the ravines. At daybreak. 

Dec. 29th. The 6th Brigade of Infantry, wIth four risalas of Irregular 
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Cavalry, were kept in rear to protect the parks and com­
missariat. No mention is made of the heavy guns or the 
reserve companies with them. Apparently they were left 
to make their own arrangements, and they followed up the 
road by Chota Hingonah. 

The Cavalry, with Lane's Troop on the left, got to J aura 
without hindrance. Lieutenant R. G. Simeon, 10th L.C., 
going on to rcconnoitre, wa~ fired upon from a battery 
at a well on the road to Chaunda. The '>un, being only 
just above the horiL:oll, wa" in the eye., of our men, making 
it difficult to see in the ducction of the encmy, who had 
the visual advantage. Captain Lane took his Troop forward 
and came into action, but suffered so .,evercly from the 
weight of metal agam.,t him that it was thought adVIsable 
to limber up and retire One of his trumpeters had both 
legs taken off by a ,>hot At this time the attack on the 
centre had npt developed fully. 

It wa,> origlOally mtendc"d that Brigadlcr Stacy .,hould 
have led the central attack on the expectcd po,>ition at 
Chaunda, but when the Commander-lll-Chief approached 
Maharajpur the Mahnita !:!"un" opening fire .,howed him 
where they really were The 5th Bngade was oppOSIte 
to the enemy''> batterie'>,"" and Stacy, coming up from 
Morencl, wa., a little 111 rear to the right. Staff-officers 
were sent to bring up the Field Batterie'>. It wa'> yet 
early, and the heavy guns were not far behind. Had 
they been placed in position and given a chance the 
ca.,ualty roll at the end of the day would have been 
much smaller. Captain Freud, A D C, came up first with 
Captain Browne's battery, which was thus the earlie~t 

in action.t Captain Sanders, WIth No IO, arrived im­
mediately afterwards, and fU-f some time a hot fire was 
~ept up. The wei~ht and number of the Mahrata. guns 
behind the~ entrencbments exceeded those of the batteries 

... C_.lft-~.'S Du.patCb., January 4th. 
tr{;Qlcmel Frend, frOm whom 1 have received two \aluable accounts 

oftlU$~. 
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1843 attacking. Round and grape (and by some a(:c()unts 
Dec. 29th. chain) shot tore through our ranks, so Sir Hugh Gough, 

ever impatient of delay, ordered forward General ILittler 
with his one'" brigade of two regiments. He signalled 
to General Valiant, ~tJll at some distance on the right, 
to co-operate. Littler gave the word to Brigadier Wright, 
whose regIments advanced m douLle column of sub­
divisions, deploying at 100 yard~, but not firing till about 
sot yard~ off, when they delivered a volley, and rushed 
in upon the gun~. The Mahrata gunner., made a desperate 
resistance, fighting hand-to-hand, before they gave way· 
From the top'> of hou~e,> and from trees a matchlock­
fire wa~ kept up, inflIcting se\'cre loss on us. 

The 4th Brigade, headed by Major-General Dennis and 
Brigadier Stacy, i!-. saId to have followed up the attach 
It did 50 afterwards, but from the very "mall number of 
ca<;ualtIes 111 it,! the remark on the official plan, "kept 
in reserve," i'l correct in fact. Had the Chief waited a 
little it would have been a support. 

General Valiant',> Brigade wa~ m~ing up from Man­
grauli when the batterie" opened upon Maharajpur. As he 
approdched, "hot from the gun'> on that ~Ide of the vIllage 
passed over their head~ and line wa'> formed, the 40th 
Regiment on the right, then the 16th and 2nd N.I. They 
advanced under a heavy fire from the gun., both on that 
side of the village arid to the ,>outh of It, and, there being 
no cover, !>uffered "evercly. On gettmg to close quarters 
they fired a volley and charged with the bayonet The 
39th and 56th N.!. had effected an entrance on their f.ide, 
and the village was soon cleared and !:>et fire to, after VII hich 
the 3rd Brigade captured the gum; outside which had been 
'firing on them as they advanced. 

Sir J. Thackwell WIth the Horse Artillery and BrigadIer 
Cureton's Cavalry having a long detour to make, did not 

* HIS other brigade was on rear !,'1.Iard. 
t One account !>ays 60 ; another 40. In lIletUl7ltttlSsbllU$ tblS. 
l 14th N.I , two \~ounded, 31st N I., none; 43rd N.1., one kl1~ 

four wounded 
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anJve at Mangrauli till after the Infantry had gone on, but, 
quickening their pace, they came up with them about half­
past eight o'clock. Moving forward, Captains Grant and 
Alexander became engaged with the Mahd.ta batteries in 
their front. At first the two Troop,> were actlOg inde­
pendently of each other, but the 3rd Troop, finding it"elf at 
too long a range, receIved permIssion to jom the 2nd Troop, 
and their united fire at 500 yard ~ drove the enemy from 
their guns. Following them up, they came within the 
range of battenes, some at Chaunda, more about Shlkarpur. 
Captain Alexander was sent agam'>t the latter. One of 
them was soon after chaq;ed and captured by Brigadier 
S<::ott's Cavalry,'" which then followed up the enemy's Horse, 
,>weeping round the VIllage 

Captain Grant, sent agamst the batteries at Chaunda, 
unlimbered at 600 yards. and for a time wa.., fighting 
double the number nf gum" so well placed and sheltered, 
that even on horseback nothing marc than the muulc<, 
could be seen. HI'> losse'l here were very great, and an 
ammunition wagon wa.s blown up. Once and agam the 
enemy abandoned their guns, hut the Troop havmg no ::.up­
port beyond a few men of the 1st L.C , tIlL}' rf"turncd again. 
At last, however, General Littler came up WIth Wright',> 
Brigade in reu of the Troop, where, bemg under a heavy 
fire as might have been expected, they lay down 300 yard . .., 
behind them. Grant's ammunItion wa" now becoming ex­
hausted, and BrIgadier Gowan sent Captain Macdonald to 

• Bngadler Gow.,n III ln~ dlspatcll ~d.ys "~tormcd ,(l1d t,lken by 
the Infantry" But he, at the tlmt', was ~ome dl~tan,e off, near 
Grant's Troop. Colonel Dllmbleton, In a letter glvmg very fLlll details, 
bays: "We turned to the cast, and .:harged do" n on .1 hat tel y of 
some twelve guns, aboLlt the pO~ltllln the 10th and 4th nre shown on 
your map; no enemy are here ShOW1., whIch IS erroneliu;, ;t;. thele 
were two batterit'"s, well supported by Cav.llry. We shoul 1Ja, e heen 
~te.rminated, but mey had not tIme to lower theIr gunl>, <l.n shot over 
us. Theil We rrta.dc a lang sweep round ShlkarpOTI!, etc" he mllp 1 
sent Coloael Dumbleton wa.s a. copy of the offiCIal IIthogra cd one, 
whkli ie, in the m",m, corfeLt. As to the actual capture of 1e glms, 
tav&lr; ~l'I rarely hav~ the opportumty or mea.ns of ta ng them 
awll,)"~ ~,.;r 1I.ot spiked, they ll'lIght have been used agal , till l.men 
again \f "ClIIn$ral Va~ia.nt~ Brigade, as related below. 

, If 

rS .. u· 
Decem,*,. 

Dec 29th 
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request General Littler to move up and support th~ guns. 
This'was done at once; the remains of the two ~allant 
regiments forming line took ground to the left, and when 
clear of the guns wheeled up. Another cheer, a last charge, 
and the guns were ours No regiment that day left so 
many on the field as the 39th, Major Straubenzee ,led it 
out of actIOn fewer by 2 r6 officers and men than had 
mustered that morning on parade The 56th N I , though 
their casualties were not nearly as great, had done well. 

The 3rd Bngade under General Vaitant, after passing 
MaharLlJpur, movcd toward'l Shd.;:arpur, takmg in bUC­

cebSlon three • cntrenched positIOn!:> of the cnemy. Captain 
Alexandcr', Troop, which had worked on III thl'i direction, 
was jOined by Captam Lanc\ Captam Sanders' battery 
aho came Into action agalllbt the batteries north-east of 
Maharajpur Brigadier Stacy's bngade, with Captam 
Browne'" battery, pa'lsed up to thc village of Dompura, 
but it was not' 'lcnously engaged here The Mahrata 
army, driven from it" gun", \\ ere retreatmg across the 
ASln River, and our bngades wl'>ely reframed from follow­
ing them mto the llltncatc rdvme.., which bordered the 
btream 

Sir Hugh Gough\ tactics at MaharaJpur were not to be 
commended Besides the fact of hl<; not havmg been aware 
of the enemy'!:> posItIOn, the neglect of not USIng his heavy 
guns was 1l1e'(cusablc They only got as far as Jaura, 
where they fired one shot The' wav<;! of battle had swept 
onward and they got no chance BrIgadIer Tennant, a 
most capable and scientIfic officer, felt it very much. The 
Commander-tn-Chief msert" In hi.., dispatch a lame apolugo/, 
that the Infantry were too quick for them. The experience 
of all Artillerymen tells them that it could have been rather 
the other way This is said advisedly, with practical ex­
perience of It. Sadi's line" were apphcable to Sir Hugb 
Gough as soon as the musIc of war began :~ 

• So In C.-m-C.'s dispatch. They are not marked on any {If the 
plans. 



CONDUCT OF INI<'ANTRY. 

" An nah man bas ham klh roz-i-jang bini Pusht'l-rnan 
An nttham kandar miyan-l-khak 0 khun bini sin." '" 

He, with his own and the Governor-Gen~ral's Staff, were 
foremost throughout. Major-General Churchill lost both 
leg~ by a shot and died after the surgical operation. 
Colonel Somer~et and Lieut -Colonel E. ~anders, Deputy 
Secretary to Government MIlitary Department, who had 
served with di<;tinction 10 the Afghan \Var, were killed, and 
Captain G. Frend, A.D C , lost an arm 

The conduct of the' Intantry regiments \Va'> admirable. 
The casualties in the 5th Brigade have been mentioned; 
in the 3rd tho~e in II.M. 40th amountpd to 184, in the 
16th Grenadier N.!. to 180, and 10 the 2nd Grenadier N.J. 
to 4-1. Upon tJ)cse two brjgade-. the bnmt of the ngntjng 
fell. The 4th and 10th Cavalry had 47 men and 63 horses 
Killed and wounded. Those in the Artilkry are given in 
the Appendix. Con,,!("l.cring how much oUt lIght field-guns 
were overmatched III weight of met,ll and l1umber of gUll'>, 

they might have been greater. The nl.lmher captured 
from the enemy amounted to 49, from 18'pounders down 
to 3-pounders. Lieutenant Lf'athe'> rode forward in front 
.of the heavy gum, when a round ~hot tooh. off hi!> head. 

OPERATIONS Ot THE LEtT WING. DeLCI!,ber. 

The Left Wing arrived at Bar ke Sera! 011 the morning 
of the 28th. GwallOr wa'> 11 at qUIte 20 miles further: 
Seven miles from camp a ridge of hill.., Intervened, and 
here, close to Antri, a Mahd.ta force of .. Olne J 2,000 men, 
under Colonel Sikandar, of Smdlah'5 drl11y, prepared to 
dispute the pass. Sir John Grey knew that we were treat­
ing with the Durhar, and he ',va<; under order" not to force 
.a battle. The position wao; a 'itwng- one. Next morning, Dec. 29th. 

therefore. he changed dIrection to the left, marched to 
Hirntnatgarh,. and thence through a narrow valley, much 
int~rsected with ravines, to Pamar, a di<;tal)ce of 16 miles. 

• I am not one whose b¥k you shall see In the da.y of battle, 
t am one wbo~e head you shaH see In the midst of dust and bloo4, 

-Gttn~tan. 
II 2 
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In making th.i5 Bank movement, the 39th N.!., a sqwdron 
of the 9th Lancers, and Captain F. Brind'5 Troop of\H.A., 

covered the main 
column on the 
right. Captain G. 
Campbell, with 
four guns of his 
Troop, were on 
the advanced 
guard, and the 
I em awing two, 
under Bt -Captain 
Humfrays, in rear. 

The ma.in body 
gotto their ground 
beyond Paniar 
near mid-day, and 
camp was marked 
out. Tents were 
al rhnng and being 
pitched; break­
fa»t», baths, or 
!>lumber were in 
Ilear .,prospect for 
those who'le duties 
did not call them 
to other employ­
ments. The line 
of baggag<:, for 
thb campaign wts 
conducted in the 

rno!>t luxunou» style, »omc mne miles m length, was still 
wendmg It~ tortuous cour!>(' along the valley, when a little 
after noon a message \\ a!> received in camp that the rear 
guard were engaged. Brigadicr Harriott was at once dis~ 
patched wIth all the available Ca\alr). Lieutenant C. V. 
Cox turned out at once with two guns, fQllQwed I>'lwrtl). 
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by Captain Bl'ind with two more, on some high ground 
near Dhanora, a !>mall village S.S.W. of Mangor. The 
enemy had come al..roc;s from Antri through the hills and 
took up a po!>ition on the ht.ights overlooking the valley. 
The fort of Mangor was nearly 10 their centre, and from 
thence they now were open 109 fire. Ac; soon a!> the fire of 
Captain Brmd's gun'> had !>ufficiently ,>ilenccd those op­
posed to him, the 3rd Buffs, with a company of Sappers, was 
directed agamst tht'ffi. Ra"mes made the ground difficult 
for Cavalry. It was thc General's mtention to have de­
layed this attack until he had brought a force to bear upon 
the centre and left of the lVIdhdta position. The Buffs, 
however, advanced on their right, forcmg it back from 
one height to another, finally capturing I I gun" and a 
standard. 

Major Gedde., wa'> .,ent wIth Captdll1 Cdmpbell, four of 
his, and tVl-O of the I "t TlOop gun!>, dgam.,t d large battery 
in rear of theIr Ime dnd fort Mangor Our batteries were 
very short of officer!>, a!> the II»t m the Appendix shows 
Bngadler Blddulph,* in hI., dIspatch of the 31st, "ays:­
"Having only twu officer!> WIth the!>e six guns, Major 
Geddes and Captain C dmpbell, I dllcctpd Cdptam Austl11, 
Major of Brigade, to as'>I'>t m the battery." Lieute'1ant 
Bourchier and two of the 3rd Troop guns were left With 
the advanced plcquet about half way towdrd,> the camp, on 
a heigh.t which overlooked both it and the road leading to 
Gwalior. 

After an hour',> firing the gun" oppo»ed to Major Gedde» 
were silenced, the enemy were retreatlllg toward» Gwalior, 
and at dark the guns returned to camp. 

Lieutenant W. Olpherts, With his two howitzer!> and two 
g-pounder guns. took up a p040lhon ncar Mangor, which 
enab1~ him to enfilade the battery opposed to Major 
Geddes and Campbell's guns, and thus rendered material 
aid in silencing them . 

.. Brigadier U'iddulph was With thiS battery, as the guns opposed to 
them funned the mam noillt of the enemy's poSition. 



December. 

104 HISTORY OF THE B~;N'C.aL ARTILLERY. 

Meanwhile H:.M. 50th Regiment, a wing of the! 39th, a 
wing of the 50th, and the 5tst N.I. had comhtenoed 
operating on the left of the hostile line. Behind it; at the 
village of Maheswara, were the left flanking guns of the 
enemy. Coronel Anderson, K H, of the 50th Regiment, 
commanded thi'i attack, whlch was completely '3u~cessful 
at all points. 

Lieutenant Tombs, with two guns, hd.d been detailed for 
the important duty of the rear ~ual d, and was engaged for 
a short time WIth a detached party of the enemy threaten­
ing the rear 

The captured gun,>, 24 111 l1umbC'r, were "ecured during 
the night and folIowmg day, ulld the troop'> returned after 
dark to camp, leavmg the height'> 1ately occupied by the 
enemy to the Slpri contingent of the Gwahor army, under 
Brigadier Orlando Stubbs, which had arnved that morning 
and wa!> pre!>ent in the actIOn, although a!> yet it had not 
been actively engaged A ~-poundcr field battery was 
attached to thiS force, commanded by Lieutenant John H. 
Smyth. The wounded were collected and sent into camp 
together WIth any gun'> not before !>ecured. Desultory 
firing occurred during the l11ght, and at daybreak a heavy 
fire was opened upon the contingent from some heights tG 
the north-ea!>t, but after !>ome well-dIrected rounds from 
the guns, the contingent cleared the hdb, and the Mahrata 
force finally WIthdrew 

This actIOn only co'>t the ArtIllery one gunner and one 
horse of the 3rd Troop killed. The casualtIes of the three 
regiments of Infantry most engaged, the Buff'l, 71 ; the 
50th, 42 ; and the 39th N I , 61, compare favourably with 
the returns from MaharaJpur. The ground was more tin· 
favourable for our Artillery, yet its effect in reducing the 
casualties in the assault wa'i marked. 

Two days after General Sir J. Grey received orders to 
join the TIght wing; the Maharalll tendered her submissioh, 
and the army was broken up after a campaign which was 
comprised almost wilhin the space of one week. 



;HONOURS AND REWAt:ms. lOS 

The Governor-General conferred a dunation of six 
months' Ilatta upon the troops employed, hkewise a medal 
in the shape of a bronze star, which his Grace the Iron 
Duke was said to have disapproved of as too much of a 
decoration, though the anomaly, if any, ha<;' since been 
repeated. The following honours were can fen ed on Artil­
lery officers :-

Colonels Gowan and Biddulph, C B. 
Majors Geddes, Sanders, Alexander, Lane, Brevet-Lieu­

tenant-Colonel. 
. Captains Browne, Grant, Hrind, Campbell, and Mac­

donald, Brevet-Major. 
A force wa~ raised in the Gwalior Stdte, officered from 

the British Army imtead of the Slpri force, called the 
" Gwalior Contingent" It contained four batteries of Ar­
tillery, the command of whIch wa~ conferred up<1n Lieu­
tenants V. Eyre, R Warburton,]. H. Smyth, and A. W. 
Hawkms. Brevet-Captain Frank Turner \Va'> Brigade­
Major. 

AUTHORITIES CONSULTED FOR THIS 
CHAPTER. 

General and Regimental Orders 
Muster Rolls. 
Army Lists. 
India Office Records. 

~ 

Thornton's" History of India." 
Letters from various officers employed 

APPENDIX. 
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p( . Return of kiUed a.nd wounded, Maharajpur. 
Ct, ,Offi<:en of Bct}gaJ Artillery at Plniar. 
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APPENDIX. 

NOTE A. 

Officers of the Bengal Artillery present wIth the nght-wing of the army 
at the Battle of MaharJ.jpur. 

Lieut -Col. 

" 
M;,jor 

" 
Captam 

" Bt.-Ma)or 
Captam 

Bt .. MaJur 
Bt.·Captam 

" 

Lieu;~nant 

" 
" 
" 

" 

G. E l;owan 
J. Tonnant 
J J Farnngton 
G (; Denm,s 
T "ander; 

.B Brown 

C. Grant 
J Alexander 
E F Day 
J. T. Lane 
J. H. Mal Donald 
A }< It7gerald 
C E !\lIlh 
J Whlteioord 
A. HUI,h 
VI'. H.. \\' arner 
G H. Clifford 
l;. MOIr 
P Chn.llc 
A Wmtle. 

u. ~ Leathe, 
H. D'O. lIallhe .. 
F. F. l{cmmmgton 

G Holland 

H. Le G. Bruce .. 
D. MacNeIll 
U. II. Maxwell 
G. Mal.ter 

G. MIllIgan 
J. I{. i:>ladcll 

4th Batt 
2nd Batt 
r,t Co .r,t nat! 

2nd Co. 4th H.1II 

2nd Troop 2nd Bde 
3n1 Truu!, ~lHl lIdc 

2nd Troop 3«1 lluc. 

2nd Bde. II A 
211<1 Troop 3r<1 BelL 
4th Balt 

61h Batt 
2nd Troop 2nd Btle. 
2nd Troop 3rcl TIde 
2nd Troop 3rrl Bde. 

4th Co. 4th liatt. 
2nd Co 4th Batt 
5th Co. 4th Batt 

and Co. 4th Batt 

I,t Co. I.t 13att 
4th Co. 4th Batt 
4th Co 4th Batt 

1,1 Co 1st Batt. 
1,1 Co. l,t Batt 

Comdg. Artillery. 
Comdg. 1'001 Arty. 

Comdg. 6th Batt. 
I No. 10, Horse held 

BaIt!'!). 
I Comdg I,t Co and 

No. 17 Horse Field 
Battery. 

C"mmy Orananec. 

Asst.·AdJt.·Gen Arty 
Adjutant 

Adjutant. 
BrIgade,MaJor 
Adjutant 

I Doing duty with 3rd 
Troop 2nd Bde. 

KIlled In Action. 

D()ing dnty wi\h 
C(). 4th Batt, 

DOIng duty with 
Co. 4th fi~tt. 

1St 

1st 

Doing ditty with 2nd 
Co. 4th Blltt. 
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NOTE B. 

Return of kIlled and wounded wIth the Army of Exeru~e at MahanlJpur, 
29th December, 1843. 

-~~-~-

znd Troop 2nd Bde. H.A 
Jrd Troop 2nd Bde. H A 
.nd Troop JTd Bde H A 
"I CO "t Batt and No 

10 L.F.D. 
lSI COAlh Batt and No 

17 LFB .. 
4th Co 4th Batt 

KILLlIl WOU"\D:vn. 

Lieutenant H S Leathes klllf'd Rough-nder '>mee dead Captam 
Grant's and Lieutenant Chn1>tle'& chargers wounrled. AmmUnitIOn "agon!> 
blown up, I In 2-2. I In 2-3 H.A. 'Nheels dIsabled b} the enemy'b fire, 
:2 in 2-2; I m 3-2; 2 m 2-3 H.A., I In No. 10, I m No 17 held 
Batteries. 

NOTE C. 
Officers of the Bengal Artillery present wIth the left wmg of the army 

at the Battle of Paniar 

Lieut.·Col 

M_Jor 
t.iapt.aill 

Bt.·~tlun 
Lieu~nant 

E. Biddulph 

W. Gedde'o 
F. Bnnd . 
G. Campbell 
,A. H umfra r.> 
E. G. Au.,tul 
J. H. Slllyth 

" C. V.Cox .. 
o. G. Bourchier 
•• W.Olphertll 

~Lieut. H. Tombs ... 

3rd TIde. II A 
I,t Troop 3rd llae 
Jrd TrO<)j> 3rd TIde 
3rd 1 .')op 3nl Bde 

IS1 Troop 3rd Bd, 
3rd Troop 3rd Bue 
6th Co. 6th Batt 

I 3rd Co 5th Batt. 

Comdg. Arty., Left 
Wmg 

Brigade-MaJor. 
Comdg :Fleld }lattery. 

!-:1lpn Contmgent. 

No. 16B.F.B. 
Doing duty Wlth 6th 

Co. 6th Bat!. 



CHAPTER V. 

Fm~T ~IKH WAR. 

DI'>l URBEll H bUNG IN I HI-. ~IKII AHMY-Joer07cpore-Sll,hs cro.s the l'5utleJ 
and threatLn Jocrozepure-Troop~ Tl1f'\cd up--Ballic of Mudkl--Artillery 
Officer' Klllcc,1--Mmc on Fero/esh'lh-Ordcr of }lngadmg-Arran~e­
ment, for Attack-Ad,ance of Llll]cr's DlvlSlon--Ito repul.c-AttaCk 
hy Mam Body-l\1aJor Todd Klllcd- }<,ntrcnclUYlLllt, Forced-Bllt 
not Held- POSItIOn of the Army on the I1Ight i)f the zl,t-Renewal 
nf Attac\" illommg of tbe 22nd-Ib ~\\cces,,- Appe"'Tancc of Sikh ?lmy 
from 11lve,Unent of FLwzcpore--Fallure of AmmnmtlOll-Cntlcal pooltion 
of the BrIthh ArmY-!-,lkh, draw off--Artilkry and Cavalry ordered to 
Fero/el'ore-- Captmn Egerton" Death-Move toward, ~obrllon-New 
Brlgadtng-Slf Harry ~m.th ,let ached towards Ludhlllna-AcllOn a:t 
Badhowal- --Battle of Altwal-S'egc trall1 Jom,-Battle of Sohraon-Peace 
-E~pe(htlOn agmml I\.'mgra 

WnEN Sir Henry Hardmg-e came to India as Governor­
Geperal 11l August, 1844, he found the north-west frontier 
in a very unprotected state. Since the death of Ranjlt Singh 
(June 27th, 1839), no one in the Punjab, either as Sovereign 
or Prime Mmbter, had been able to control the Khalsa. HIS 

three bucce<;sor', had died by VIolence 111 the space of four 
years, and the Maharaja now wab a child who'ie mother had 
not the moral quahficatlOns nece<;sary to make her respec;ted. 
The army had seen British soldIers marching across the Pun~ 
jab to Afghani<;tan and back with unconcealed disgust, 
which loused the feeling of hatred towards Hindus~an wllkh 
had existed ever since a Sikh Guru had given his head, but 
not his secret, to the Delhi Emperor * It was known to our 
political agents that there was little inducement required to 
kindle the flames of war. 

Ludhiana had been our frontier fort since 18'06, a can-

• Tegh Bahadur, nmth Guru, put to death In '675 by A~I:):, 
The manner of hIS death, legendary, but serIous fact to a Sikh, 18 re-
ferred to. ~ 
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FEROZ~PORE. III 

totlment since 1809. Karn:U, distant I I marches, was its 1145· 
nearest support till 1843, when Umballa, distant eight 
marches, took its place. 

Ferozepore was made a cantonment in 1838, and a 
brigade command in 1842. Here there was a depot for 
ordnance stores, kept at first in one of the town gateways 
bricked up, till Lord Ellenborough constructed for their 

,n.B ARMY IlLl OR~, ) hRO/1 PORI 

l 
I 

protection 'lome earthworks, ~fterward,> Improved into a 
fort. 

Lord Hardinge at once perceived the danger that was 
threatening. r Quietly and cautiously, additional troops 
wer~ moved up to LlJdhiana, Ferozepare, Umballa, and 
~~t. In the latt~r part of 1845 the gar~ison of Feroze~ 
pore (;onsist~ of two Troops, a Field Battery and a Reserve 
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)845, Company of Artillery; two regiment') of Cavalry, one of 
H.M.'s and seven of native Infantry. In addition, th~ 27th' 
N.l. from Moradabad and the 63rd N.I on its way to Sind 
were there. The station was commanded by Major-General 
Sir J. R. Littler, K C.B, who had, a<> an en~ign. in 1804 
drawn out his company at Fatehgarh to dispute the way 
with Holkar'~ army, and in 1843 had led the front atta:ck at 
Mahadljpur. 

December The Sikh army cro'ised the SutlcJ betwee'1 Hari ki Patan 
and Kasur on the 11th of December, and moved :oward'i 
Fero.lepore General Littler immediately left the 63rd and 
27th N.I. with the Reserve Artillery to guard cantonment~, 
entrenchment, and City, and With all the rest moved acros:. 
the Nullah behlOd the bataar on the 13th On the 15th he 
advanced two miles to the south-west. The Sikh army, 
reported 60,000 strong, With I 20 gun~, wa'l in sight.­
There, drawn up each mornmg of the 15th and 16th in front 
of his camp, he awaited them, and hi!"> determined attitude 
doubtles~ caused them to hesitate before they attacked. 
On the Olght of the 17th, part of the army moved off to 
meet thf' Commandcr-m-Chlcf,> force, now close at hand. 

The Governor-General had come to U mbal1a early in the 
month. As ~oon a" It was known that the Sikhs were in 
motIOn for the Sutlcj, each regiment and battery under 
orders marched forward. We were not taken unaware'> 
Nothing but careful antiCIpation could have placed an army 
in line at Mudki, a week after the Sikh,> had crossed the 
Sutlej. 

Coming up by detachment~ as they dId there was qot 
much time for arrangement Consequently the G.O. giv,ing 
a list of the regiments and batteries constituting the "Army 
'Of the SutIej" enumerate<; 10 the brigades of Cavalry and 
Infantry some corps which dId not arrive till some time 
afterwards. 

• The numbers opposed to us were magmfied even In $ome.of the 
dispatches But the fighting qualltle~ of the Sikh were undervalued, 
and the serious difficultIes we encountered were ascnbed.o thoAirst 
more than to the last 
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BATTLE OF MUDKI. 

Sir H. Hardinge's camp wa~ at Serai Lashkar on the 12th. 
He rocle into Ludhi<ina that day and inspected Wheeler's 
Brigade. On the 13th it was known there that the Sikhs 
were on the left bank of the Sutlej at Hari ki Patan. 
Prince Waldemar of Prus~ia, travellmg under the name of 
Count Ravensberg, was at Ludhiana, and 'vith Count., 
Groben and Onola of his suite dined in the evening at the 
Horse Artillery Mess. The orders for the march had been 
issued that day. The l~t Troop 1st Bngade had suffered 
so severely from a type of fever Just before prevalent at 
Ludhiana that only four gum, were taken, and the sick 
were left in hospital. At first It was cOlltemplated leaving 
the whole Troop behmd, but Captain Pringle 0' Hanlon, 
D.Q.M.G., came to the me~~ at 8 o'clock to say they were 
to march at daybreak, and that the 1st Troop wa!-> to go 
Captain Delafosse and hi" subaltern, Lieutenant Tomb", 
mounted a pony waltmg out~ide and rode down to the 
barracks With the good new.., 

The fir5t march to Ba~~ldn \Va~ 28 mIie~. Here large 
stores of grain which had been collected by Major G. 
Broadfoot WCIC 'ierurcd. At Wadni, a large walled town, 
on the 16th, the Governor ~hut the gates and refused ~up:' 
plies, but a lme of 6-pounderc; in pOSition made him open 
them. "These are the Political Agent!>," ~aid the gunnt!L, 
as they rever'icd and unltmbered The Artillery from 
Umballa, with the main force, Jomed this day, and Briga­
dier G. Brooke assumed command of the whole arm. 

After a short march on the 17th, thc cumy had a long 
and tedious one of 2 I mlle~ to Mudki on the 18th, 
and camp was marked out, the Hor~e Axttllery together 
in the centre. When the hor"es had been seen to, the 
officers assembled in front uf Major Brind's Shamiana 
and were taking a little ha~ty refreshment, when some 
Syces were seen runnmg up from stables crying out 
"Tyari ka. hukm hai," "Order to get ready." The horses 
were traced in, and in a very short time the batteries 
were all on the mQve. 

I 2 

1845. 
December. 
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Major Broadfoot had gone on to reconnoitre, and came 
back at a gallop with intelligence that the Sikh army was 
advancing. The Governor-General had himself given 
o~s to turn out. All thoughts of hun~cr and weari­
ness vanished. As the line advanced, a dcn"e cloud of 
dust rising above the jungle in front, and obscuring the 
bright sky of an Indian ",inter, told of the enemy It was 
now about three o'clod .. , the country wa" level, covered with 
bush Gau) jungle, here and there open "paces, and dotted 
with .,andy hIllocks Lieutenant Moir, with the two guns of 
the 2nd-3rd Horbe ArtIllery, from the Governor-General's 
escort, wat; attached to Captain Dabhwood'" four. The 
Horse Artillery, flanked by tl1C' Cc,valry, went forward at 
a brisk pace, the field batterie., comll1~ on after. At about 
a mile and half, the gun., came into actIOn, and those on 
the Sikh c;idc promptly replIed. The FIeld Batteries soon 
came up on the flail]" and 42 guns were at work. 

Both Bngadier Brookes' report and the Commander-in­
Chief.:; dispatch "ay that after the gun., had been in action 
some time the fire of the enemy le..,'!ened considerably, 
and the Chief, to enabl!" the Infantry to " complete" their 
"'cHsposltion~,," z e , to come up, dIrected the Cavalry under 
Brigadiers White and Gough to endeavour to turn the 
enemy's left, while BrigadIer Mactier threatened their right. 
The 3rd Light Drap;oon." Body Guard, 5th and part of the 
4th Light Cavalry bupported by Captain Swinley's Troop, 
on getting to the Sikh left, had a <,ornewhat clearer field, 
The 3rd Dragoon~, leading, charged along the rear, scatter­
ing the Cavalry of Sirdar Lal Singh, and gaining the sobri" 
quet of" the Mudkiwalas," another chaplet of glcn:y fur 
this distinguished regiment. It had two officers, S8 mert, 
and 104 horses killed, three officers, 32 men, and 23 horses 
wounded. The Body Guard (only two troops) had one 
officer and six men killed, two officers and 17 men 
wounded. The 5th had 49 casualties, including two Euro­
pean and one native officer. Brigadier Mactier, with the 
rest of the 4th Light and the 9th Irregular Cavalry~ was 



'11K GEORGE RkOOKE, l. ( II 

(F~om II phat"C' "I''' by ]lft'HTS M alit! fwd rllX ) 
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supported by Captain Dashwood's, Lieutenant Moir's, and 
Captain Garbett's guns under Lieutenant-Colonel Geddes. 
On reaching an open space on the SIkh right, the guns 
came into action. As they halted a one-armed Ak<ili came 
from behind a bush in their front, and, flourishing a tulw{lr, 
defied the whole line A Dnll-Corporal rode at him, but 
the agile footman was too active, and !>everely wounded his 
adversary. A trumpetcr of the nativc truop went for him 
with a pistol, and the brave fanatIC fell, Ignobly perIshing 
at last by the hand of a Syce. Thib beIng a threatening 
movement, the Cavalry cha.rf:c'i wcre not <,0 deciSIve. 

NO.7 Fleld Battery had been moved ~omewhat to the 
right after the line of guns had cea<;ed fire, and were in 
front of the 50th Foot, whIch pa!>'>cd through it'> intervals 
entcringthejunr;Je. No. 9supportea Cdptain Todd's Troop 
in the centre. Thc Infantry advanced it) a different order 
from that laid uown in the official plan The 2nd Grena­
diers were the first to come under firc, and got into some 
disorder. Major Somerset, Military Secr<:tary to the Gover­
nor-General, galloping back, brought up the 3 I5t Foot Oil 

the left of it.'" The enemy's fire was now tcllmg upon our 
line. It was at thl<; period that l\iaJ()r (now FIcld-Marshal 
Sir Patrick) Grant was wounded. CaptaIn Dc1::;hwood and 
Lieutenant Moir were brought from thc left to support the 
centre. This was the "cvere"t part of the dctlOn. Captain 
Dashwood and LIeutenant Pollock were both badly, and 
as it proved fatally, wounded LIeutenant<, Wheelwright, 
Cox, and Bowie also were wounded. The regmients of SIr 
H. Smith's division on the right !>uffercd most. Sir John 
McCaskill, leading the left dIvision, wa~ killed, and SIr 
Robert Sale, Quarter-Ma'iter-General H.M.'s Troops, had 
his thigh smashed by a grd pc "hot, the wound proving 
mortal. 

... The reader must not e"pect very much :tccuracy In plans of 
actions. That of Mudkl IS based on the offiCIal plan. whICh IS ut­
terly wrong m the posl~lon of most of the corps. The positIOn of 
:md N.I. and 3ist Foot, as above stated, I~ on the authority of the 
late GenerAl C. Hamilton, who command€lSl the former regiment in 
tbis war, 

I S45· 
Dec. 1t1th. 
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As NO.7 Battery was making It<. way through the jungle 
towards our left, a Sikh concealed in a bush shot Captain 
Trower in the back. Lieutenant Atlay, to whom he was 
talking at the time, had him carried to the rear, and assumed 
command of the battery. Farrier-Sergeant Green rode 
towards the Sikh, but was also shot by him, who had time 
to reload. Captain Trower dlcd thc 'lame night. The 
enemy were now retiring before our hne, which steadily 
advanced. It was becoming dark, and the dust of the con­
flict obscured the feeble light of the stars They retired 
on Feroz('shah.* The Arttllery bivouacked by their guns. 

Next day we buned our dead. Standing by the grave 
where jd'>per Trower':, body '\<l'> laId wa~ D'Arcy Todd, 
who only the day before he left U mbaila had heard the 
solemn service repeated over hi" wif("~. Kaye, and those 
who then exchanged with him a »ilent hand grasp, sympa­
thi~ed with him m his great ,>orrow. Had they known that 
two days later they "ould have been themselves grieving 
for the Im<; of a loved blOther-officer, one of the most gal­
lant ~pirit'> 111 our army, prolific of noble sons, how much 
more deeply would the}' not have been moved. On the 
same day LIeutenant Robert Pollock died, greatly regret­
ted. He had been badly wounded in the knee by a musket 
ball. Expo-.urC' to the Olght air in a wdgon, followed by 
amputation, pro'Jed too much for hi., system. HIs services 
on hi., father'» 'ltaff in the la~t Afghan War have been 
already mentIOned 

Captain Dashwood's ca-.e \"a~ apparently not 50 serious. 
He had been wounded by grape both in the arm and foot, 
the last being most ~erious. Hi., officers dined in his tent 
as usual the flight before they marched. The doctor pro­
nounced amputation nece<;sary, but at his earnest entreaty 
deferred it. Next day mortification had set in. On hear­
ing that his case wa" hopeless, he, with the aid of his bearer, 
got to his table and wrote a last letter to his wife. And 

• The common spelling, Ftrozshahr 15 more correct. 
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MOVE ON FEROZESHAH. 121 

so he died. Captain C. E. Mills was placed temporarily 1845. 
in command of his Troop. Dec. J¢b. 

On the evening of the 19th, H.M. 29th and the 1St 
Bengal European Regiment arrived in camp. Lieut.­
Colonel G. G. Denni~s and Captain W. K. Warner, with the 
2nd and 4th Companies 4th Battalion, two IS-pounder 
guns, and two 8-inch howitzers, al~o joined. Next day Dec.20Ih. 

orders were out for the march toward:, Ferozeshah. General 
Littler was ord('red to join with his division. The sick and 
wounded were left at Mudki, Lieutenant Blunt in charge 
of the Artillery details The same evening the Governor-
General offered hi~ .,ervice:, in a military capacity to Sir 
Hugh Gough-an offer accepted wIth the greate')t pleasure. 

Early in the mornmg the army marched, a troop of Dec 21St. 

Horse Artillery on either flank, the other guO'> ma~sed in 
the centre; flanking parties thrown out. Sir John Littler 
left two regiments, half of No 6 H.F.B. under Lieuten­
ant J. S Tulloh,· the 2nd Company 2nd Battahon under 
Lieutenant Angelo, <tnd some Sapper~ to hold the town and 
cantonments. Captain G Campbell (3-3 H A ), Captain 
E. F. Day (5-1 H.A), Lieutenant A G Au!:.ten with hollf 
No. 6 Battery, and Captain J. Furdyce, No 19 BullOCh 
Battery, marched under Lieut.-Colonel 1< .. Huthwaite. 
He left his picquets "tanding, so that Slrdar Tej Singb, whu 
with a considerable force was still inve'iting the place, did 
not know he had gone. A little after noon he met the 
Commander-in-Chief ncar Misriwala, marching by the 
right, and, counter-marching, moved forward by the left to 
occupy the position assigned to him t 

. The enemy's entrenchment~ formed an irregular oblong 
figure a little over a milC' in length by about three-quarters 
in breadth, the longer sides facing nearly ea:,t and west. 

* Ca~tain F. B. BOileau did not Jom tlll next month 
"oCt It IS diffielllli to ascertam the exact pOSltlOn of regiment!> m 
oripde, 4nci of the brigades themseh es. No two witnesses have 
~ comcided. It seems certam that the left brigade was not 
Ie line!- with the .ri~ht, as the offiCIal plan shows, but more retired. 
it'slIPIOrted 1he tight. 



122 HISTORY OF THE BEll/GAl- ARTILLERY. 

~845. The works had been hastily thrown up and did not offer 
Dec:. 21st. any seriou') obstacle insurmountable by either Cavalry or 

Infantry. The order of brigading of the army noW was:-
1ST DIVI .... ION: Major-General Sir H. Smith. 
1st Brigade.- '" 3 I ')t Regiment, 

24th N.L, 47th N.!. 
2nd Brigade -Brigadier H. M. Wheeler: 5otl} Regiment, 

42nd N.!., 48th NJ 
2ND DIVI..,ION· MaJol-Gencral W. R. Gilbert. 
3rd Brigade.-Brigadicr C C. Taylor, C.B : 29th Regi­

ment, 45th N.!. 
4th Hngade.-Brigadlcr ]. MacLaren l"t European 

Regiment, 2nd N.J., 16th N I 
31m DIVISION: Brigaoler WCiHacc. 
5th Brigade.- * 9th Regiment, 

26th N.!., 73rd N.T. 
6th Brigade -Bngadier WIlkinson 80th Regiment. 
4TH DIVIC,ION Major-General Sir ]. H. Littler. 
7th Brigade -Brigadier T. Reed: 62nd Regiment, 12th 

N.J., 14th N I. 
8th Brigade.-Brigadier Hon T. Ashburnham: 33rd 

N.l., 44th N.l., 54th N.!. 
To Gem'ral Littler'.., division was a"signed the attack on 

the western face, Captain Campbell's Troop, supported by 
Lieutenant Au')ten',) three guns, covering the TIght, Captain 
Day on the left. Captain Fordyce, with the Bullock Battery 
was moved about under various counter-orders and hardly 
came into action. 

The main body was in two wings separa.ted by the 1st 
Troop 1st Brigade (Captain Mills), Lieutenant Moir's two 
gun", and the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade, Nos. 7 and 9 
Batteries in their rear. The right wing was flanked by the 
3rd Troop 1st Brigade (Captain Swirlley). The 3rd Brigade 
with the Soth Regiment waS on the right; ,the 4th Brigade 
on the left. The 2nd Grenadiers N.1. was placed with the 
left wing to equalise both. The Commander-in-CJpefwas 

'" Names not given !n G.O. 
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with the right wing. The left wing consisted of the 2nd 1845. 
Grenadiers and 5th Brigade, flanked on the left by the 2nd- Dec.311t. 

1st H.A. It was under the immediate superintendence of 
Lieut.-General Sir Henry Hard1I1gf \ 

The Cavalry were in rear of the flanks The 1st Brigade 
under BrigadIer White, 3rd LIght Dragoon,>, 4th L C., and 
9th I.C attached to the right wmg The 2nd Brigade 
under Brigadier] B. Gough, Body Guard and 5th L.C to 
the left wing. 

The Ferozepore dlvislCJn had less dl'>tance to travel over 
before reaching its ground, but it was 3 o'clock before it 
moved forward to attack, and little dayltght was left on 
this, the shorte<;t clay of the year The right bngade led, 
!>upported by the left, the 62nd a lIttle in advance. 

Captains Campbell and Day wIth their Troopt> went 
rapidly forwarn to cover the advance, opcnmg a cro<,s-firc 
at intermediate dIstance'>, at first with round ,>hot, then with 
grape, till about 200 yards from the enemy, where they kept 
it up till the Infantry got too close" The Sikh batteric,> 
on thIS sidc Wf'rc powerful and dIfficult to enfilade. A 
longer bombardment, in faLt, W:J.S reqUlrcd So their fire 
on the advancing Infantry was very de~trurtIve, ('nd the 
62nd Regiment lost very heavily. At 150 yards, Hnb'anlcr 
Reed gave the order to charge It wa'> commenced" wIth 
such determined gallantry and '>pmt that the re'oult ~eemed 
certain "t But owmg to one of tho':oc fatalItIes whIch ioome­
times occur 111 the battlefield, and of whIch modern warfare 
furnishes instance!., there was a lIttle hesItatIOn in the 62nd, 
and, it was saId, an order to retIre at the most cntlcal 
moment They did so, and notwIlhstandmg the utmost 
efforts of General Littler and his Staff, the whole got out of 
gun-shot range, leaving the path of thclr retreat strewn 
with the bodies of those who fell under the redoubled fire 
of the Sikb guns~ 

,. Mutbwaite, Campbell, Day. t Gell Littler's dIspatch. 
:; AlII unpleasant <orrespondellce took place In consequence of 

General Littler havlI1g, ~n hl" dispatch, used the words" an Immediate 
panic and hesitation in H.M. 6:md Foot." Major Short, commanding 
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This retirement left the two Horse Artillery troops some 
\ 

500 yards apart from each other, alone and unSiupported, 
close to the Sikh position Even their Cavalry escorts in 

~ rear followed the retiring regiments, and they weloe there-

(.l!.l\.RAI '>lR FD\\ARI> HUIIIWAlll, h ( II 

fore in penl. Suddenly the SIkh fire ceased, and then 
Lieut.-Colonel Huthwalte ordered them to limber up and 
retire at a walk, which they dido The right of the retir-

the regIment, remonsttated, and the Commal1l1er m-Chlef, havmg 
vIsited the ~pot and seen the number~ of the bodies of those who had 
fallen, exonerated them The cdsualtles amounted to seven officers. 
82 men kIlled; !O officers dnd 165 men \\ounded. An eye-Wltbess, 
Lieutenant P G Scot, 12th N I , relates d remarkable 1l1sta.ru:e of the 
courage of the men we had to fight He was at the tune on that 
flank of his regIment and close to the 62nd. (Colonel Scot died lately. 
When sendmg his account of what took place he gave the w'rite~.­
mission to pubhsh It undel lus name) Ensign Kelly. a nne ,SPl,rad 
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ing regiments met Brigadier Wallace's division coming 
up to attack the battcne'! adjoining those from which 
Reed's brigade had been repuJ..ed. Part of the 14th 
N.J. with their colour'! joinec1 the 9th Regiment and 
26th N.J., which were ordered to renew the attack in the 
same place. Captain G Campbell, with the 3rd-3rd Horse 
Artillery, was again called upon to cover It, which he did, 
advancing as before to close quarters. 

The attack on the southern face by the main body was 
opened by the two 8-indl howitzer'> at 1,600 yards, advanc­
ing to 500 and 400 yards. The two field batteries under 
Lieutenant Atlay, NO.7, and Capt,un Bor~fOld, NO.9, 
were "ent forward on the right, and the three ccntre 
troops of H.A. moved direct to theIr front, Captain Swin­
ley and Major Todd on the nght and left conformIng 
Moving rapidly forward, there were not at first many 

officer of thc 62nd, who had bf'cn promoted flOm the lal1k~, was m 
advance of the lme, followcd by two ,ergeants ,mel thrce' pnv,lte~ 
WIth hiS sword held aloft,.1 good pO~ltlOn for wa~lllg, but not fO! 
defcllce, h .. h,ld onc foot on a ilO\\ sandy ndge, part of the cntlench­
ment, when a tall ~1J..,h, wIth ,I long be,lrd, splang out flOm behmd a 
tree H I~ tulwar, descendmg on Kclly'~ bhouldel, Cllt decp mto hl~ 
('he~t The officer fell on hiS (,Ice Thc ~.Illll.. ~Ikh and another then 
dttacked the two selgcant~ as they got to the spot ",,!Jeff' Kelly had 
fallen a,ld cut both down One of the prIvates, turnmg round to 1l10 J..e 
for the hne, was followed by the ~Ikh who had fir~t ,Itt..tlh,ed Kelly and 
KIllcd wlthm .1 few yards of hIS c[)mrarle~' bayonets ThIS IS saId 10 

havt: occurred on the light of the regiment 1 hat t \\ 0 SIkhs cut 
dOWTl four men one after anothel IS gUlte credIble, ..til lTIlght h<lve 
occurred \llthm d mmute TIMt It m,ly hav(. cau,ed a pamc among 
those ncar I~ also qUIte pos~lble But shoulder to ~houlder, two 
British soldiers wIth fixed bayonets ought to bc .1 match for two 
tulwars. The rel.itlOl1 of Ih~ may not bc wIthout It~ u;c 

There IS no doubt th.lt the 62nd RegIll1I'Ilt lo~t more men m retmng 
than \¥ould have fallen .n chargmg home ovel a very few yards. 
General Littler's lecollectlOn of Mah,lr,lJpur must hIve told hlln so. 
lt was said that a dlstmgmshed (,ener.!l Officer <It the commence­
ment of that battle, when he une"pt:ctedly found himself under the 
fire of the M.thata Artillery, remail .. ed, " fhe lJest way out of It IS to 
<.;aptute tho~~ guns." 

It iii; also worthy of '1otH..e that though the Horse ArtIllery, stIll 
within musket nnge of l:he entrenchment, were domg what they could 
to k~!i0wn the S,kh fire, the I,ttter WdS entirely directed on the 
~reat' bdgade,. chiefly on the 6::md, leavmg Our guns unnoticed 
(T' :c. Camllbelf). 

1845 
Dec 21SI. 
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casualties, the Sikh guns being laid for greater ranges, 
but on the left, shortly after the 2nd-1st had come into 
action, a round shot carried off the head of Its commandt:r. 
The character and service~ of D'Arcy Todd have been 
before related, and It IS unneces~ary to say how deeply his 
loss was felt throughout the regiment. The "enior lieu­
tenant, W. A. Mackmnon, commanded the Troop till Cap­
tain Waller \Va" po!'>tcd to It, January 31'>t 

The "hrapllt>l of thr;- two 8-mch howitzers were well de­
livered, but It \Va'> '>oon ma~ked by the advancing troops. 
As will be '>een by the plan, all that could be effected by 
the AttIl,elY \Va" done Bcaring on the southern face 42 
lIght and two heavy plece~ were in action, but the ad­
vantage in weIght of metal was greatly In favour of the 
Sikhs, their fire wa" very "evere, and the ca"ualties numcr­
au,>. The battene'> "ere all close In when the infantry 
passed through them to attack There wa~ not much of 
daylight now left Brigadlcr Brooke, finding his ammuni­
tion III danger owmg to powder which the Sikhs pur­
posely or care1e,>')ly left on the ~rouncl, withdrew hi" guns 
a little. Several explo-'IOll;, took place, and "omc wagons 
were blown up, causing a ;,eparation of the gun,>. 

The infantry, meanwhtle, were in deadly conflict The 
9th Regiment on the left,!>upported by the Native Infantry, 
made good their footmg Ill'iide, but with evcp grcater loss 
than the 62nd had to record. Their Colonel was killed; 
BrigadIer Wallace also fellleadmg on hi'> men. The regi­
ment" of General Gilbert'.., division, with those of Sir Harry 
Smith's, carried the batterIes before them." Hi" first bd­
gade got po')session of the VIllage of Ferozeshah, and held it 
for several hours. Many ca!>ualtlcs occurred from the ex-

,.. The casualties of the European reglmcnt5, always the largest, 
may be taken as the mea!>ure of the re.l!>tance. The killed and 
wounded (011 both days) .is given 111 the dispatches were. The 9th 
RegIment, 273 ; the 62nd, 260, the 1st European Infantry, 204 ; the 
29th, IS8 , the 31St, 142; the 50th, 124; the 80th, 81 The 14th N.!., 
only a part of whIch was 111 the second attack on the south-west 
corner, had 84. The SIkhs dIrected theIr fire chIefly on the EUropean 
regIments (Colonel Sandeman). 
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plosiun ()f Sikh powder lying about or concealed The 3rd 
Light Dragoon,>, semper przmz, came up on the rIght, and 
charged over the earthwork~, nowhere very high, but an 
enemy more dIlncult to overcome even than sharp-edged 
'iabres baffled them. Tents were there, ~tretching their 
pegged ropes In every directIOn, forming an entanglement 
they could not get through. Slowly they came back, by 
fours and fives, as men that would not bc drIven, with them 
yOUllg Captain Hardlnf;e, the Governor-General's son, nd­
ing a dragoon hor'>e, hi" own havmg been killed. 

Darknes'i had now ~et It 1 he entrenchment" were !>till 
~warmll1g with the enemy. The PO'>ltlOJ1 was untenable, 
and all 'lave the 1st Bngade were withdrawn Reglment'i 
had got mixed up, .lnd it was difficult to regain their 
formation GIlbert'" dlvl~lOn bl\7ouacked for the night 
about three hundred yard,> from the entrenchment. The 
31 'it Regiment and detachments of other., formed there 
Most of the Cavalry and a large portion of Brigadier Wal­
lace's division went towards MI,>nwala, and General Littler 
with most of hi!> r('tlred 111 a westerly directIOn to a spot 
which mU'lt have been a mile flOm where the headquarter,> 
lay." The lund glare of the tents wlthm th,... entrench­
ment which had been 'iet on fire wa'" retlected on th~ 

bayonets of our ,>entne<; near, and ,ldded a picturesque 
horror to the scene 

Little rest was given to the weary dnd hungry ,>oldier., 
'>0 close to the enemy, who kept up a galllllg fil e upon 
them. The Governor-General and Sir If ugh Gough, 
anxIOus as they were and m great penl. were not diS­
heartened. Sir Henry Hardmge, finding the fire of one 

.. The ArtilldY With headquartel , were Colonels Brooke, Dennlss, 
and Geddes; Captam, Garbett's, Mills', and LlCutenant MOlT', gun, 
and the heavy hOWItzers; Captam Warner, Commissary of OlOdnance. 
A~ Misriwaia, Major Brmd's, Captams Swmley's, Horsford'" and 
Lieutenant AtIay's guns. With General Littler, Colonel Huthwalte, 
Ma)tll" Campbell's, Captams Day's and Fordyce's and Lieutenant 
A~sten'j; guns. Lieutenant Mackmnon, With the 2nd Troop 1st 
Bngade, WlILs somewhere in the VIC1l11ty of headquarters, but sepdrated 
from the rest. 

K 
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gun in particular very annoying, "ent the 80th and 1'it 

European Regiment<; to !>top It, and they charged in to the 
entrenchment again and !>piked it Captain Mill,> more 
than once turned out with hi'> and another troop to be on 
the alert As the nIght wore on the Commander-in-Chief 
reduced the dl,>orderly ma<;'> of regImcnt!> Into line in 
readmes<; to renew thc attack, awl dS the S'kh fire les­
o;cneJ thc troop~ got whdt lC')t the bItterly cold night 
allowed them Sl1' Henry Smith, howcver, had been '>0 

hara<;<;ed by comtant attacb th'it he wIthdrew the 1St Bri­
gadc, and c"{tncatll1g hlm"elf from the entrenchment, went 
to MI"nwala, gUided by the watch-fire,) there, and pa%ing 
clo!>e to where lay the two Chlei Cornmandcr'l of the army 
and theIr men who could not 1ndul~e In any such luxury, 
and were shrouded in darkness. 

As soon as the welcome sun appcdrcd Sir Hugh Gough 
formed for the attack. The rC~l1ncnt'l alreddy In lme 
,ldvanccd cOveled by the gunt., the fire of which did 110t 
last long They moved on m hne Wlth the Infantry, cro!>s­
mg the earthworks Without difficulty, a proof that they 
were not '>0 formidable a') had been unagll1cd. Our mer: 
bwept through the PO'>ltlOl1, pa"'''lIlg to the right of the 
village, a'1d changcd front then to the left, drIvmg the 
Slkh<; out We captured d. largc number of guns, though 
they had earned off many. The !tne thcn halted, and the 
Govcrnor-General and Commander-1l1-Chlcf With their 
Staff rode down it, enthu'>Id.!>tlcally cheered a<; they passed. 

After a ~hort rc<;t, the 4th Troop 3rd BrIgade was ordered 
out with a reconnOltnng party under the Quartcr-Master­
General They had hardly mounted, when a dense cloud 
of dust obbcunng the northern <;ky warned U'3 of a coming 
foe. A greater danger than WlTlntng an entrenched posi. 
tion hfid still to be faced before we could be on even terms 
With the Khalsa Sirdar!> Lal and Tej Singh, who had been 
left before Ferozepore with a large force, were at hand. 
There were some 30,000, With, it was said, 70 guns, chiefly 
Cavalry (some reports said all) which had taken little part 
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in the work of the previous day. This, though really the 
most anxio\l:;, time of the whole two days, has received 
but scanty notice in the dispatch of the Commander-in­
Chief. There were circum'>tance" which, at the time, 
rendered a disclosure of the whole truth inconvenient 
One of the'>c wa'> our battenes had very lIttle ammunition 
left, even in the '>pare wagon'>. and there was no frc'>h sup­
ply on the field. Durmg the night, what was in the spare 
wagons was tran"ferred to tho'>e n:~ '-t in need. 

The Artillery at this tune were Itl three distinct bodie~. 
Lieut.-Colonel Huthwaite on the left, with Major Camp­
bell's and Captam Day'~ Troops and A usten'~ half battery. 
In the centre, Major Bnnd with his own and Captam 
Swmley',> Troops and the two field batterie" of Lieutenant 
Atlayand Captam Hor.,ford On the nght, Lieut -Colonel 
Geddes had I"aptain Mills' Troop with MOlr's two gun", 
Lieutenant Mackmnon',> and Captam Garbett',> Troops. 

Colonel Huthwaite, moving through the Jungly ground 
on the left, suddenly came on a part of Sirdar Tej Singh'., 
force, and <1t onle opened fire, to whIch the Slkh~ replied 
At this time Major Campbell'!:> ,"enwr !:>ubaltern, P. l', 
Lambert, wa'> killed. lIe fiJ1dlly fell back, d'; the enemy 
;,eemed to be enveloping him, and they had no support at 
hand. 

Major Bnnd, with both Troop!:>, afterwdrd., joined by the 
field battenes, advanc::d beyond the entrenchment, and 
engaged the enemy on the left front. but after a tIme being 
enfiladed by ;,')me of theIr heavIer guns, had to retire upon 
the VIllage, where the ,>upports were posted. 

Colonel Geddes in the same way had to ,>ustain a very 
heavy fire for <;ome time, but his ammUnItIOn was failing, 
and this, with want of support, compelled hIm to fall back 
upon the Infantry, which had formed a hollow square on 
the right front of the entrenchment, and were then lying 
down. .. For the first time," wrote one of the Horse Artil­
lery offirers, .. I found my back exposed to the enemy's 
round shot." 
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By this time most of the ammunition wagons were 
almost empty. Three guns of the 4th Troop ,;rd Brigade 
were formed in the angle of the square. A Staff Officer 
told Lieutenant Kaye, commanding them, th::..t he could get 
some ammunitIon from SIkh wagons near the village. He 
sent at once, and though the sizes rendered it dIfficult, he 
managed to get fifty rounds of shot which were of e<;sential 
service just then. 

The SIkh lme stIll advanced, and for "orne time replied 
to the fire of the<;c guns and Major Brind';" but after a time 
they appeared to be moving away to the right. Bya little 
after two p.m., our gum were entirely silent. Sir Hugh 
Gough brought the whole of the Artillery and Cavalry to 
the right and moved them to thl' rear round the VIllage. 
A report was brought that the enemy were advancing, and 
the Cavalry, forming line, advanced, but it was a fabe alarr'1. 
They were leaving the field. 

At this Juncture an order wa" brought by the 1st Assis­
tant-AdJutant-General of the Army to Rngadicr Harriott 
for the Cavalry and Horse Artillery and field batteries to 
proceed to Ferozepore. It is uselc55 now to enquire who 
originated the idea. But it was carried out. The enemy 
saw the mow", though now at '>ome distance, and is said 
to have hastened their retreat, mistaking its object. In the 
evening they had reached the cantonment5, refilled their 
limbers and wagons, and fed their tired cattle. The only 
Artillerymen left on the field were Brigadier Brooke, Colonel 
Denniss, and Lieutenant H. H. Maxwell, D.A Q M.G. The 
last was ~ent by Bngadler Brooke to recall them, but too 
late,'" The rebult of an attack by the Sikhs then could not 
have been doubtful. But the Sirdars had no mind to 
fight. 

.. It IS hardly necessary to say that both the Governor-General and 
the Commander-m-Chlef were not aware of thiS tIll they had gone. 'It 
IS due also to Brtgadler Harriott, Colonels Geddes and Huthwaite to 
state from whom the order came to them. Captam PIUans, Comrll.l!l­
sary of Ordnance must have also been on the field, as be went> into 
Ferozepore next mornmg WIth Lord Hardmge. 
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Earlier in the day Captain J. F. Egerton, while convey­
ing an order, was attacked at a village we had occupied 
during the night, and very !:>everely wounded in the back 
and both hand!:> He died a month afterwards Sir John 
Littler, in his di"patch, speak!:. highly of "hi., con!:.picuou,> 
Ical and activity." 

The ArtIllery ca'iudltles amounted to 118 kIlled,'" 20 
missing, and 75 wounded eN ote C). In all we lost 694 
killed and 1,729 wounded, mcludIng Ld.'icars and Syre'>. 
The los!:. 10 horses wa., very great, no Ie"., than 323 in the 
Artillery, killed, wounded, and ml""mg. Several died in 
harness unwounded. 

A., soon a'> the Arttliery had replenished their empty 
boxer.; and fed men and horses they returned, reaching 
Ferozeshah at ten d. m. next day The wounded w("re 
.,cnt to Ferozppore, the captured ordnance .,ent to the same 
place, and the dead buned. There were 68 gun", three 
howltzcrs, and two mortars, ::,omc highly ornamented and 
with long Per"ian m'>cnptlOos on them 

On the 24th, heddquarters moved to Sultan-Khan-wala, 
and on the 27th to Araft (Hurruf 11l dI'ipatche'i). MajOI­
General Smith's dIVl!:.1011 was ll1 advance <it M,!1l\v:tl The 
Sikh" were ll1 force on the OpposIte bdnk of the ~uLlej, 
occupying a posItion some five mIle::, III extent, WIth 
the village of Sobraon m rear of their centre Further 
reinforcement!:. were on theIr \\ay up from the provlOcc!:.-

• The folloWll'g anecdote may not be deemt.J In1SpldCed Those 
who knew the kmdly nature of General George Colmpbell Will not be 
~urprtsed at the fidchty shown by a servant of hi, When the action 
commenced, he told hiS Syce, an old servant, to remaIn 111 the rear as 
he was not wanted. He rcplied, "How can I le,ne you? If anythIng 
were to happen to you, how Loukl I return to the Mem Sdhlb dnd say 
I hAd not been With you?" So he followed hiS master ~oon aflel, 
a shot smashed both Jt.gs LYIng on hi::; bolCk, he un~lung the teles­
cope be was calrymg, :><lymg, "Sahib, !:lahlb, durbl11 Ie 10" The poor 
fellow was carefully placed on a wagon, but hiS suffenngs did not last 
long,!'-S it was blown u~ 1 am mdebted for thl5, a5 for many m 
tcrestlng facts, to the late General E. Kaye. 

t There are two Villages of thiS name, one about four and a half 
miles east of Ferozepo;re. The one meant IS four miles south-east of 
the ~apr F'ord. 

Dec 23rd, 

December. 
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the headquarters of the 2nd Brigade H.A., with Colonel 
G. E. Gowan, C.B, and Lieut.-Colonel E. Biddulph, and 
the I'lt, 2nd, and 3rd Troop" under Captam J. Turton, 
Major C. Grant, and Lieut -Colonel J. Alexander; the 3rd 
Company 3rd Battalion, Captam E P. Master~ .. ~ 
quarters 4th Battalion, wIth the I<.t," 2nd, and 4th Com­
panie'>, headquarter" and I<;t Companies 6th BattalJon, 
and a sIege-train of "IX IO-1I1ch and five B-ll1ch howItzer,> 
from DelhI The Ferozepore Maganne had 5uppJted four 
I8-pounder gun", bC~lde" the two heavy },owltcrs, one of 
which had been rendered u ... ele~" <It Feroze"hcl.h 

In the new bngading of the army (January l<;t) the 
Art1l1ery arrangement':> were' Colol)e\ Gowan to com­
mand, Captam E ChnstIC, D.A.L\ G, Lleutencl.nt H Ii 
Maxwell, D A C1 M G, l'Jt DIVI,>wn H.A .. , BrIgadIer G 
Brooke, LIeutenant M. MackenzIe, Bngade-MaJor. 2nd 
Divi"ion H A, BrIgadIer E. Blddulph, Captam E G 
AU'itin, Brigade-Major Foot Artillery, BngadlCr G. G. 
Dennt%, Llcutcnant E K,lye, Hngade-M'l1or. 

InformalJon \Va» received that the Sikh" had made a r<lid 
in the dlrectlOll of LudJu:ll1a, where ,>ome of the house.., and 
barrack,> ,vcre burneJ. 

Whtle the Chief W!l'> waltlllg the arnval of the ~Iege gun., 
and remforcelJll'nt'>, the Sikh., were con.,tructll1g earthwork!> 
on our "Ide of the 11\ '=!r to cover a ford ll1 their centre, and 
brought over .,ome field gum. Sir H ugh Gough, re~enttng 
thiS, ordered out ..,ome heavy gun», whICh fired a few long 
"hot" With l11crea'>ed charges, wlnch damaged one of J~._ 
piece,> and ~enou~ly 1I1Jured a gunner. Sir H Hardinge, 
(.omll1g out from Ferozepore, pointed out to hun the ad­
VIsabIlity of allowing the SIkhs to take up a pO~ltion with 
a wide river m their rear. 

NeIls wa'5 now receIved that SinJcl.r Ranjor Singh 
Majithla had cro""ed the Sutlcj With a large force at Phl11our, 
near Ludhlana. It ''las supposed to be hi" object to inter-

'" To thl~ Company, under Captam R Waller, an elephant battery 
of twehe ITon 9-pounders, reamed up to 12, was attached. 
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cept the siege-train. A wr~ter· well acquainted with the 
Punjab calls him" one of the greateo:;t boob1es" in It, and 
thinks he sought only to plunder Ludhi{tna However, 
Sir H. Smith, who had been sent with the I.,t Brigade, 
Ihiillf! and Alexander's Troop" H 1~' and No 6 Field 
Battery, to Dharmkot, wa~ ordered on to Ludhldna, and 
\iVheeler, wIth the 2nd Brigade Infantry and Bngadier 
Cureton'o:; Cavalry, \Va" sent after him He wa'> to be 
further remforced by the Shekawati Bngade,t which wa'. 
at BassIdn, by H.M 53rd, and by BrIgadier Godby, com­
mandIng at Ludhicina The bt Troop bt Bngade H.A. 
came alon~ with BrIgadIer CuretonLcornmanded now by 
Lieutenant J. MIll, a" Captain C. E. Mill;, had reverted to 
his apPoll1tment on the Governor-General'" Staff. 

Sir II eory Smith, Icav1l1g- Sobraon, hcard latc on the 20th 
that Ranjor 5111gh had advanced to Badhowdl On arriv­
mg WlthlO two mile,> of it, he found hlm"elf 1I1tcrcepted by 
" the booby," and endeavoured to aVOid the tl ap by making 
a detour to hi" nght The accompanying 'ikctch "how,> 
the pOSitIOn o.lld tht' tactical error committed. Almo!:lt as 
a matter of caUl !:Ie RanJor SlOgh came- down on the real' of 
the Column and captured a" much as he could of the 
baggage. Covered by hi" Cavalry and gun,>, Slrl H Smith 
retired in echelon of battaltol1'i, and '>0 reached Ludlll.'!na 

RanJor SlI1gh, who held entrenched him!:lelf at Badhowal, 
suddenly abandoned It on the night of the 22nd, and lC­

tired to Talwandl on the SutlC]. Brlgadler_Wheeler..wt4-
(Ja1l!'l'eft!il joined on the 26th, and order'i were gIven to 
march early on the 28th. The Cavalry were diVIded mto 
two Brigade,> I..,t Rn~ad;er McDowell, e.R., 16th 
Lancers, 3rd L c., and 4th I.e. 2nd: Brigadier R. A. 
Stedman, Body Guard, I.,t and 5th L c., and Shekawati 
Horse. The Infantry in four Brigades I !:It BrigadIer G. 
Hicks, H.M. 31')t, 24th, and 47th N.I. 2nd BrigadIer 

• Calcutta RCVIZ'c7v, Arttcle V 1., Vol V I for 1846. 
t A native contingel1~ commanded by '\ta)or H. Forster. 600 In­

lanter, 400 Ca.valry, and fOt.r guns. 

ran. :'.15t. 

Jan. 22n<l 

Jan 28th. 
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H. M. Wheeler, CR, H M. 50th, 48th; N.L, and Sirmur 
Battalion. 3rd: Brigadier Wtlson, RM. 53rd,' 30th N.I. 
4th: Brigadier G. Godby, 36th N.l., Na~iri Baltalion, 
Sappers, and Shekawati Infantry. 

The Cavalry, with two troop~ of H.A. in the intervals of 
Brigades, covered the advan(e. From the vdllge of Puram 
the Sikh army was observed on a ndge, of which the village 

~\ 

ACfION O~ IlAIHlOWAL. 

of Aliwal seemed the centre. The ground was open and 
favourable to manceuvre over, and the Infantry Columns 
deploymg had the appearance and precIsion of a field day. 
Bngadler Godby't. Brigade was in echelon On the right, the 
Shekawatt Infantry to the left rear of the whole Hne. At 
ten o'clock the action commenced by a cannonade from 
the whole of the enemy's line. Perceiving that by doing 
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so he could act with better effect on their left and centre, 
Sir H. Smith brought up his right with the view of carrying 
the village of Aliwal Brigadier Godby's Brigade was 
brought up, and with it and that of Bngadier HIck>. the 
village was won. The Cavalry on the nght, under Bnga­
dier Cureton, charged the enemy's horse on that flank and 
drove them 10 upon the Infantry. Brigadier Wheeler, in the 
centre, advanced, captunng the pO'iltion and guns In his 
front. Engadler \\,i\son, oppo:.ed to the Ayin troops, 
commonly called AVitabIle's, found the VIllage of Bhundri 
~trongly held. It covered the ford in rear. The 16th 
Lancers twice charged. Capt am Here led a squadron 
against a square, rode through It twice forw<lrds and back 
..tgain. Major Smith and Captain Pearson, of the same 
regiment, led another charge. H.M. 53rd Regiment camed 
Rhundri, and the 30th N.L,· wheelmg to lts left, drove the 
AvitabJle Corps towards the river and under the fire of the 
Horse Artillery on the left 

All these attack,> were COvered by the gun:., the Artillery 
Leing on both flank>. and in the centre. When the line 
took ground to Its right the enemy had got our range, and 
the fire became very hot. There wa" a. short halt. dunng 
which the Infantry were ordered to be down on both '>Ide;, 
of Colonel Alexander';, and Captain Turton';, Troops 
The former wa<; directed to detach two gun!>, under 
Lieutenant Lc G. Bruce, to 'iupport the 16th Lancer" on 
left. As the lme advanced, gun after gun wa<; captured. 
Avitabile's battalion-. behaved splendidly. Turton'~ and 
Alexander's Troops gaJIoped right mto them, driVIng them 
into the dry nuIIah beyond Bhundn, but a gun of the 
3rd Troop, brought to the hcnd in It, wIth a few round.:; of 
grape drove them into the open ground, where they were 
'charged and dispersed.t 

• ThIS regiment wa::. highly spoken of by the General 1U hiS dl~~ 
patch. 

+ In a private letter to Lleut.·Colonel Alexander, Sir H. Smith 
wrote: "I see at thiS moment yours and Turton's Troops unhmbenng 
near the nullah, where { agam unkennelled a pack of AVltabde's to 
the murderous fire of your glOriOUS guns. M)' best regards to your 
whole 'troop." 
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Every gun the enemy had £ell into our hands. Jl;>riven 
across the Sutlej while the guns lined the banks, their loss 
was very severe. Ours, too, was heavy, for the Sikhs 
fought well. Sir H. Smith gave the Artillery high praise 
for their conduct, whIle he did not forget the other arms. 
"Our guns lIterally bemg constantly ahead of everything. 

Our guns and gunners, officers and men, may 
be equalled, but cannot be excelled by any Artillery in the 
world." There was, 111 fact, .10 check ll1 the advance of 
the whole hne The number of gun'> captured .vas 66, 
many of them highly chased and ornamented; two were 
seen acras,> the rIver, which the enemy were leaving be­
hind These, and one left in the nver, were spiked by 
Lieutenant J. G. Holmes, Irregular Cavalry, and Gunner 
Thoma... Scott, I <;t Troop 2nd Bngade H.A., who rode 
acros", the stream for the purpo'le. 

Major Lawremon m hi'> report to Captain Lugard, 
A.A G, 1st Dlvi.,lOn, mentions, With the names of the 
officers commandIng batteries, those of Brevet-Captain 

I 
W. Barr, Actmg-Adjutant of the 2nd Brigade, who ac-
companif'd the I~t Troop a'> 'lubaltern, and the Riding­
Master, Mr R. McAulIffe,· who acted as his Staff Officer; 
and in his report to regimental headquarters, Sergt.-Major 
Simon Budd, who also attended upon him and conveyed 
order!>. Lieutenant H. Tombs, Acting-Aide-de-Camp to 
the General, was lIkewise mentIOned by him The Artillery 
ca.,ualttes are given in the Appendix to thi" chapter. 

Sir H. Smith, after dismantlmg some of the ~mall forts 
about, rejoined army headquarters on the 8th of February. 
The first portIOn of the siege-train with a !>upply of 
teserve ammunition reached on the 7th and .8th along 
with a troop of H.A. and four re~erve \!ompanies under 
Lieut.-Colonel H. J. Wood.t 

.. Mr. McAuliffe had been appomted Rldmg-Master to the'Horse 
Artillery in October, 1815. 

t 2nd Troop 2nd Bngade, 3rd and 4th Companies 3rd Battalion 
1St Company 4th, and 1st Company 6th Battahons. 
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Preparations were at once made for attacking the Sikh 
position at Sontaon. It was to be conducted as follows; 
The heavy ordnance were'to open upon the entrenchment 
and prepare for the assault, which was to be made on the 
centre and both flanks. Sir Robert Dick's divi,>ion on the 
left was to advance and storm the western corner. General 
Gilbert's divi'Jion in the centre, and Sir H. Smith's on the 
right were to attack simultaneously, but rather wIth a view 
to divert the enemy'., attentIOn from the real attack of Sir 
R. Dick. BrigadIer Cureton, with his bngadc of Cavalry, 
wa~ directed to watch the Han ki Patan, about a mile in 
rear of SIr H. Smith, and threaten from that quarter. 

The Sikh entrenchments occupied a bend III the flver 
Sutlej extending a mde and a half along the hank with 
a depth of a mile. Inside the mam lme of parapet were 
a series of shelter trenches for mu~ketry. They had 
learned that a 'JmgJe line of earthworks was of no avail 
agalO'Jt our fire or the a'Jsault of our Infantry. A .,econd 
line of parapet ran diagonally across the 111terior, With two 
other& behmd It in front of the bndge of boat., OutSide 
the ground wa~ hard and open, ll1ter,>ected WIth numerou., 
dry chan neb, some of con'>lderable WIdth 

The first propo'Jal of the ArtIllerymen wa~ tn place 
the heavy guns near the enemy\ worb, so d,,> to enfilade 
them throughout, but as this would have 1I1volved shoulders 
and traverses to protect our battene~ flOm bClI1g enfiladed 
in turn, objectIOns were mdde and uphelct by the Eng1l1eer 
officers. So it Wa., decided to place them 111 ,>uch pO~lbons 
in front as might enable them to bear upon variou!:> point'>, 
and thus cover the advance. 

The number of men in the reserve compames was not 
sufficient to wan them all, cvnsequently the officers and 
men of the 2nd Troop (now commanded by Captain 
Wallet), 3rd and 5th Troops I'>t Bngade, and 1st Troop 
3rd Brigade. were ordered to leave horses and guns 10 

~a.mp and assist in the:. batteries.· 
*' The :znd a-nd 3rtt T"oops 1st Brigade were WIth the 8-mch 

howit;ers, though, strangely enough, Captams ">wmley and Barr, 
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Brigadier Ashburnham commanded an advanced post 
at the village of Rodawala, in front of which the heavy 
batteries were to be placed. The heavy pieces moved out 
of camp about 10 pm. on the 9th, but on reaching Roda­
w.ila, the 62nd Regiment had not arrived, and Brigadier 
Ashburnham, from some ITIlSCOnceptlOn or non-receipt of 
orders, wa'> not ready. The enemy were ~upposed to be 
at Chota Sobraon, and would have to be dislodged. The 
day wa., nearly breaking before they advanced, and the 
PO'5t., selectee! by the Engmeer,> were reached be -ore the 
~un ro.,e. 

:\ heavy mi'lt concealed the entrenchment~ from view 
and U'i from the Slkh'i, who ~lumbered uncon,clOusly, whde 
the ~hout<, and objurgatIOns which Hmdu bullock-drivers 
deem it neceo.,sary to indulge in bt>fore they can reverse 
their long teams and come mto actIOn, would, it wa'i feared, 
effectually prevent anything lIke a surpri'ie. But all the 
batteries were in position before the lower .,tratum of mist 
had cleared away 

The battene'l were placed on the southern '>Ide of one 
of the challnels before mentioned They were arranged 
thu'i. Colonel Gedde'l had a Rocket Battery on the left, 
close to the edge of the ravine. To its right, a little 
further from the ravine, Colonel IIuthwaite had a battery 
of eIght 8-tnch howitLer<" and next to hIm Colonel Denniss 
one of SIX lo-inch howItzer,>, Brigadier Brooke superin­
tended the'ie two. Further to the right Major Lawrenson 
had a battery of five I8-pounder gun~. To the right front 
of this, sheltered in a broad part of the same ravine which 
here formed an angle, Colonel Wood had a battery of 
SIX 8-m(.h and five st-Illch mortars. Bngadier Biddulph 
had the superIntendence of the mortars cl.nd guns. More 
than three-quarters of a mIle to the right, in front of the 
Ime by which General GIlbert's diVIsion was marching up, 

Lieutenants Mackmnon and Atlay were With the IS-pounders; the 
1st Troop 3rd Bngade ",as m the lO-mch hOWitzer battery. Captains 
Day and Waller were With the l;l-pounder reamer~ brought up (rom 
Delhi. 
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Captain Day had the battery of twelve iron 12-pounder 1846. 
reamed up guns, which, as before mentioned, were drawn hh IQt~ 

by elephants. On the left of this battery Major Grant, 
with the 2nd-2nd H.A.* (four field howitzer') and two guns), 
took up a position. 

All was still as the sun fir~t appeared abovp the mist, 
when a single shell from Grant'.., Troop wa'> sent into the 
SIkh entrenchments. 

It ado clamorque VlrUlIl clallgorqltc tubaruill The shout" 
of many VOlce~, beatIng of drum,>, and bugle ~ounds wert> 
borne through the morning air, whiole the howitlersand 12-
pounder guns m turn ')ent their dc-mand for ~urrendcr 

The other battene~ took It up, and the Sd ... h<;, not ~low to 
reply, filled the atmo'>phere WIth ,>ound, !>o that the ml~ts, 
"haken by the reverberatIOn, fled awa} The elephants in 
~he 12-pounder IImber~, fnghtened by the nobe, bolted, 
and were not stOl-'ppd tIll they had got half way back to 
camp. J u!>t after the fire commenced, a SIkh hor~eman 
rode out from the nght of the entrenchment, and cantered 
along outside to the left 

The outer line uf thf' entrenchment wa~ a good earth­
work, gIving plenty of cover to the gun,> The fire of our 
heavy batterje~, well directed as It wa~, did not enfilade, 
anti at 1,300 yard!:. could not do much more than search 
the interior of the pOSItIon, when It should have been 
mainly instrumental 111 clearing it. The sIege-tram, too, 
had only just arrived, and the amount of ammuOltlO11 pre­
pared on the 9th was hardly ')ufficient Comequently, 
when Sir R. Dlck'~ division wa, ordered forward, the fire 
of these batteries had begun to "lacken ju~t when they 
should have been mo'>t effective t FOl thl~ the Artdlery 
were not responsible. 

* Tbl$ b"ttery had been nearly two ) ear~ befol e, as an eApenment, 
armed WIth the heaVler metal of 9·pounder guns and 24-pounder 
howttzers, For thiS day's work two of the guns were replaced by 
howlUers. 

+ nat the ~actice was g-:>od appears from the followmg extract of 

L 
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Brigadier Stacy with the 7th Brigade (to which the 53rd 
Regiment, lately arrived, had been added) on the l~ft, was 
the first ordered to advance, supported on either flank by 
Captains Fordyce and Horsford wIth 7th and 9th Bat­
teries Brigadier WIlkinson with the 6th Brigade fpllowed. 
Colonel Lane'." Troop, wIth the Cavalry in rear, also ad­
vanced. Bngadier A."hburnham and the 5th Bngade came 
up somewhat further to the right. The three batteries 
went forward at a gallop, and opened at 300 yards. The 
Sikh<;, apprehending the main assault would come from 
General Gilbert's and Smith's dlvi<;ions, had collected the 
largest part of their force on that side, but the fire of the 
gum wa<; well and effectively maintained. When the In­
fantry got close in, their guns cOLld not be sufficiently 
depressed from the faulty construction of the SIlls of the 
embrasure'), but the defences, well constructed of earth and 
fascine-work, were difficult to force, and the re."istance to 
Stacy's attack wa') so formidable that the first attempt was 
not immedIately <;ucce<;sful. There was a temporary chf"ck. 
Again they prc.""ed forward, the 6th Brigade following 
clo<;e after, neither firing. The roth Regiment, led by 
Colonel Franks, gained great praise for theIr conduct on 
this occa<;lon Bot.h bngades forced their way in almost 
together. The Sappers cut an opening in the parapet, 
through which the 3rd Light Dragoons coming up, followed 
by the 5th L.C, made their way in single file, forming up 
inside, and then chargIng in different directions. The 
number of shelter-trenches in the interior made united 
action very dIfficult. A squadron of the 3rd L.D., under 

a letter from the late Colonel W S. Row, 33rd N I , 25t~ M'arch, 1873, 
to me -

"In the evenmg I vIsited the Intenor of the entrenchments, and 
found that on the front, IInmedmtely facmg the heavy guns and Rocket 
BattelY, the destructIOn had been very great Numerous tumbrils bad 
been blown up, and several squal e places ID the mtenor, surrouncltkl 
by ditches, havmg been apparently occupied by the enemy in dense 
masses, presented an appearance of charred and burnt bodies h~ped 
one upon another" 

The cotton mlrzal, commonly worn, takmg fire and smouldering 
charred the bodles-a common occurrence, and not a pleasant :sight.' 



GENERAL DICK'S DIVISION". 

Captain Cookes, with the 5th L.c., were ordered to create 
a diversion in favour of Sir H. Smith on the right, who had 
met with such opposition that his advance had been checked 
Lieutenant E. Roche, 3rd Dragoons, D.A.Q.M.G. of the 
Cavalry Division, accompanied this charge, and '3aved the 
life of Captain J. W. Ryley, Adjutant 5th L.C., killing a 
SIkh chieftain, who attacked him from behind. The 4th 
L C. from the left had come up nearer the river where the 
enemy's Horse were, to the extreme right of the Sikh out­
works, where they entered, and, chargmg down, assisted in 
clearing them. Sir Robert Dick was mortally wounded 
close to the entrenchment All account'> have gIven high 
praise to the three batteric'> O'n this flan k. A body of Hor'>e 
which had come down on one flank and obliged the 5,rd 
to form square, wa" di5per'>ed by Captain IIor~ford·!>. M. 
Mouton, a Frenchman, who commanded it, in di"gust threw 
down his sword, and vuwed he would not !>erve any more 
with them. Capt::l.in Horsford'., battery wa!> loudly cheered 
by the Infantry, particularly by the loth Foot. 

BrIgadier A&hhurnham'o; brigade supported the<;e attack., 
further to the right. 

The divisions of Generab Gilbert and SIr H. Smith came 
up under very heavy fire, both of artillery and musketr). 
Far away on the left the former could see the glIttering 
bayonets of Dick's brigade,>, but there was no time to look 
anywhere except to the front, where the rampart!:. ~eemed 
impassable. Twice the regiment., fell back baffled, twice 
again they advanced, and at la!>t effected an entrance. But 
the loss, considering the time they were under fire, wa':> very 
heavy. Brigadier Maclaren, who had done very good ser­
vice in Afghanistan, wa~ d<mgcrou~ly wounded in the knee. 
Btigadier C. C. Taylor, 29th Regiment, of whom Sir Hugh 
Gough says that no one held in his e~timation a higher 
place for gallantry and skill, fell" in close encounter with 
the enemy, oovered with honourable wounds." The casual­
ti«:$ln, the ard Brigade (Taylor's) amounted to 63 killed, 
3$9 wounded; in the 4th (Maclaren's) to 55 killed, 440 

1846. 
I'd) loth. 
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wounded, the work of little more than half-an-hoor, Those 
of the native regiments came nearer to those of thb Euro. 
pean one., than in any prevIOus engagement 

Sir Harry Smith''l two brigades 111 the same way were 
not at first '>ucces"ful The struggle, though not prolonged, 
w~s .,evere. On the nght the 1st-2nd H.A, and on,the left 
the 3rd-3rd H A., under Major G. Campbell, cOvered the 
advance, though G-pounder gun" could not open the way 
through the earthwork~ or Silence the gum behind them. 
But wlule Sir R Dick's brigades, a mile away on the left, 
were maklllg havoc with the enemy inSide, thb, and General 
GIlbert's divIsIOn, were crownmg the works. Already the 
SIkhs were begtnning to retreat over the bridge of boat", 
and Captatn Turton at the extremity of the defences, where 
a view of the intenor could be obtal11ed, wa.., playing upon 
their disordered ma'lse'i. Major Campbell With his Troop 
went to Turton's right, and unlimbered on the edge of the 
nver Three of hi" guns were directed agam~t a battery on 
the opposite bank whICh enfiladed them, a ~hot from which 
killed Lieutenant H J Y. Faithful of the 1st Troop about 
this Lime It wa'> silenced Major Campbell, as he ever 
did in action, wa" carrying out hI'> motto," FIat Via V1." 
His other three guns J01l1ed Tmton'., in playing upon the 
bridge of boats,· and the crO\HI,> of Sikhs pres~ing over It. 
TheIr fire broke it tkwn 

The guns were soon 1 emforced Lieut.-Colonel Alexan­
der came up from the Hari ford, whIch he, WJth Cureton's 
Cavalry, had been watching The Governor-General, with 
prescient foresight, had ~ent Captam C E. Mills to camp 
for the guns of the Horse Artillery serving in the heavy 
batterie!>, and he· made the Syces hook in the teams, mount, 
and come up at a trot. Lieutenant Atlay brought Up 
Captain Day's Troop. The gunners were soon in their ac-

* In the plan the pOSItIOn of the bndge 01 the curve of the river 
may not be qUIte correct The former wa" 111 full view of both Tut­
ton's and Campbell'!> guns. General Campbell in a letter pla~ it 
nearer. 
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customed saddles. There was no grass under their feet, 1 846. 
but they left the dust behind, and ere long were in Feb. loth 

action on the bank of the river. It was no longer a battle, 
it was simply carnage. The river had ri.,en seven inches 
durmg the night, but the Slkh~, refusmg tf) Yield, plunged 
into It, and as ~hot and shell tore through them, their 
bodies were carried down the stream. The ArtIllerymen 
did not like the work, but the SIkhs had to be taught a 
lesson, and wele hard to imtruct. At cleven o'clock that 
mornmg not a living ~Ikh remained on the BntI.,h side of 
the nver. 

The casual tic., among the Artillery 10 thiS action were 
very '>mall, 7 killed, 45 wounded, Major L Grant among 
the latter. The Infantry had 313 killed, 1,954 wounded. 
The Cavalry, 6 Inlled, 42 wounded. The Engmeers, 2 

kIlled, 20 wounded. The Sikh 10'>" wa<; e<;tunated at 
more than 8,000, and 67 piece'> of ordnance fell into our 
hand~. 

This ended the campaign On the 14th the Brit1<;h 
Army wa., at Ka~ur, where the Governor-General received 
Golab Singh on the part of the Sikh Government. On 
th6 18th, the young Maharaja tendelcd hI'> ~ublIlis"lOn to 
him, and on the 20th the Army encamped at Mlan IVlir. 

EXPI J>ITION A(,AINST FOln KANGI{A 

Under the tClln<; of the Treaty now entered into With May. 

the Sikh Government, the courltry Jymg bctw<.:en the Sut-
lej and Bias Rivers, north of Ludhlana, commonly called the 
Jullundur Doab, became Bntlsh terntory, and a Bngade 
under General Whceler was placed there. It IOcluded the 
hills on the north-east, 10 whlch the celebrated fortrcss of 
Kot Kangra i<; '>Ituated. The K'ladar of thi., place, trust-
ing to its imprrgnability, tested 111 many an II1stance in 
days long gone by, relying <,omewhat on fate, and, like 
other Kiladars in hi'itory', con!>idenng hl':l honour bound up 
in IDs charge, declined to ,>un ender at once, saying that 
unless the Maha.raja RanJit Smgh hlm~elf appeared before 
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the gates, he would not gIVe up the keys. As Ral"ljit was 
then beyond the River Styx, and could not corne, Brigadler 
Wheeler was sent instead. 

HIS force consl~ted of the 2nd, I I th, 4 I st, 44th, and half 
the 63rd N.!. Lleut -Colonel H. J Wood commanded the 
Artillery, which con<;l~ted of the 3rd Troop Ht Brigade 
H.A., I~t and 3rd Companies 6th Battalion, and the 2nd 
Company 7th Battalion. A siege-tram of three J 8-pounder 
guns, two 8-mch howitzers, and ~IX mortar') were sent. 
Elephant draft was provided for the larger piecct-. 

There was nothing remarkable about thIs expedltiun ex­
cept the difficulty of t1 ansportmg the heavy gun" over 
the rough mountamou~ country which had to be traversed 
before the fort was reached on the ':! 5 th of May. On the 
appearance of the force there the Ktladar gave up his keys 
to the shade of Ranjit Smgh Lieutenant W. Olpherts, 
commandmg the ArtIllery of the Bandelkhand Legion, 
volunteered for and wa.;; employed 11) thi.;; expedItion 

The headquarter;; of the 6th Battahon, With the 1st and 
3rd Compame'>, went to Umballah The 4th Company was 
kept there till December, \\ hen it wa'> withdrawn with the 
siege ordnance, Lieutenant C\J fford remainmg tlil then 10 

charge of the park 
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NOTE A. 
Officer~ of the Bengal /\1 tillery who ~erved in the first 31J<h War. 
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H.T BRIGAL>~_ H A. P 
Lieut.-Colonel G RrookL 

! p p l' 
Bt -LIeut.-Colonel W_ Gc,ldeo; p P 
Bt.-Capt:un M. M:-'ckenLle p p p Bde -Major H{ l)i'V •• ' 

B.A .. wounded ~ 
FeTozeshah •• 

Sur~<!on T. E Dcn1p"ter p \' P 
A;.,l.,t -~urgeon D McRae I' p )J 

AhSl~t -Surgeon \Y :r Mncuer l' p P 
Vety.-~urgeon P B. I, Green I' \' l' 
Rldmg-Mastcr P A,hlon p I' P 

l'rm oot-Marshal Sergt -Major S J)ougla, p ]l p 
, 1st Troop. \' l' l' J<:, R.N.A. 

Capt:un F. D",hw(lo(\ I' DICcl 22n<1 DeC"IUlJer ,:., 
wound<; received nt 
Mudkl. 

Caplam C E ]\f,lh P I' , 
Lieutenant J- MII1' I' l' l' DOlllg duty at fir~l wIth 

4th TwoI' 3rd Bde_ 
Lieutenant Vv C Ilutchm<;on I' p P 
Lieutenant H. Tomb, . p P l' 
A,st.-~llrg. I,. Aneler';on, M.D I' P P 

561" }. ,tid Batt/bf. 2nd Troop 
Captalll E. D'A Todd I' p KIlled at 1· erozeshah. 
Captam R. Waller p From 1-4G.0. 31st Jan 
Lle\lten;ml C'. A. \Vheelwnght l' p P Wounded at Mudki: 
Lleuten:lllt \\' A Mackmnon p p P 

31tf Troop p p p S8tl: Fzetd Battery. 
Captain G. H. S~l!l.ley p p l' 
Lieutenant R. If. f'ol\ock p DIed 19th rku'mber of 

wounJs received 1\t 

'" Mudkl. 
LIeutenant R. 1\1. l'nton p From 1>.\ Troop 3rd 

Brigade. 
L'eutenant C. V. BOWie p p V\' ounded at Mudki. 
Lieutenant E Allay 

I .. 
\) p From 3-417.0. 30th Dee. 

5th 7roop. p p T., R.H.A, 
Capt:un E F Day o' p I p 
Lieutenant C W. TunbreJl •• ,1 l' P 
LIeutenant }:. B JOhnson 

.. \ 
"I' 

I 
p 

LIeutenant W. C. Russell p p 
As~lsl.-::;lI1'geon G. Rae 

I 
p P 
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NOTE A-continued. 
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2ND BRIGADE, II A 

Culonel G E. Gowan, C.R. 
Lieu! -Colonel E. Blddulph 
Major G ., Lawrenson 
Ht.-Captain E. G. Au,tm 

Surgeon G Craigie - • 
A~sist -Surgeon F. Dougla, 
Rldmg.Ma'iter R. McAuhffe 
Sergeant· Major ~ j~udd 

1st TroD/,. 
Captain J. Turton . 
l..d.#I1tenanl R R Bruce 
mutenant U. J. Y. FaIthful 

• 21Zd Troop .. I 
Bt.-Mapr C Grant • 
L~L1tenant }'. Chn,tle I 
L~utcnnnt A. P ~llnOIl' 
LIeutenant ~. "T. "toke, I 

3rd Tloop. . I 
Bt -LicUI.-C<)lont.i T Alexanderl 
HI. -(:~ l)tain 'V. Barr. I 

ILieu~lInnt G If Voylc I 
Lieutenant H. Le (. Bruce 

3RD BRIGADE 1I A 
Lleut -Colonel E. Iluthwalte 
Lieutenant J At>ercroml>1e 
S~c;;m J. Graham, M D 

Assist. ·Surg. R S 0 Thnng 
Vet -Surgedn D. Culhmorc 
Rtdmg-Ml).ster C Connolly 

1St 'froo/,. p 
BI -Major F. Bnnd p 
Bl -Major II. M Lawlenet: 
Lleute'llant C. V Cox . 1) 
iLientenant A 'Wmtle 
LleUllltlnnt R. M. ]'aton 
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p P 
l' l' 
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P 
Jl 
P 
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P 
P 

As$t. -~urgeon H. W. Rl,mley p p P 

2m! Troop. d!v. d~v ~ P , 
Bt.-Lieut •• Colonel J. T. Lane . ... p y 
LielJtenant G. Moir .. .. p p p ~ 

Bngade-l\laJor 2nd Dlv. 
Ii A. 

Baggage-Master. 
11"., R.H A. 

Killed at ~()braou. 
521ld F,dd Battery 

Woundt:d nt .-'obraon 

2Utl fiatt 211d Dep. 
D,v R..l. 

Aclmg ArlJl. 2nd B,le 
HA. 

Adjutant 
Dept,l 11 o'pltal Few/c­

pore 
Domg<1uty 

I.,R.HA. 

I'ohtlcal Employ. 
I 'VoLlnded at Mudh.1 

,\ olluded at Fero1eshah 
- To 3rd Troop I<;t 
Rle. II _\. 

. L!eT.ltennnt E. A. C. D'Oyly . . .. I I' p p 'f: 
bemetlant I-I. T. T. Pattensou ...... ... .,I. p ,. 

~-----,... -------- ...... _---.....:.-------~-- ... --
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3rd Tr(J0p 
Bt.-MaJor G. C.lmpbell 
Lieutenant }'. C Lambert 
Lieutenant A. G Au~(en 
Lieutenant F F Relllllllngton 
Lieutenant D McNeill 

4th Troop 
Captam H Garbett 
Lieutenant E. Kaye 
Lieutenant H II Maxwell 
2nd Company. 211 ( Ba.tal:011. 

Lieutenant U H ClIfford 
Lieut~ant J A Angelo 

3rd Company, 3rt! Battalto1Z 
Captam E P Mabt!'"r . 
ueutenant D. J F Newall 
Lieutenant \"1. K Fook. 

4th Compmty, 3rd Batta!l(Jll 
Captam J. Anderson 
Lieutenant S C \".'oodcod. 
2nd-Lieutenant ,V MIII!'"T 

4rH HA 11 AI.IO"l 
Lleut -Colonel G G Denm'os 
Bt.-Captam'V. K '''lamer 
Hur~eon J. Steel M D 
AsMst -Surgeon E l<.dllll 

ISt Compan)" J2-pr. Battery 
Captain A. Flt.lgeruld 
LIeutenant H lo runcls 
Lieutenant If Montgom':!ry 
2nd-Lieutenant ''\' F. C(,X 

211d Company 
Ht -Major G H Macgregor 

Lieutenant] J R Courtenay 
Lieutenant A Hunny 
2nd-Lleutenan( C Dempster 

3rd Company, No 7 H.F.B. 
Captam Ja<;per Trower 
Captain J. Fordyce 
LIeutenant E Atlay 
r;eutt;nant A l'ear<;on 
zn1-Lleutenant E HarTlson 

4th Company. 
Captam J. Hrmd 

Lieutenant G. Mdhgan 

NOTE A-,:tmtinueti. 
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S, R.H.A 

Killed at Feroze.hah. 
From 2-7 (,.0, 31 Dec. 

K -C ,R H A Red1ued'79 

Dep -A~st Qr.-Mr -(.en. 
9th flllJ"lmlaw flattery. 

14th Co. Soutlw11 /)iv. 

Dom!; duty from 2-3 
Domg dut y from 3 5 

36th F,dd Ratter), 
Domg duty from 3-1 

Domg duty from 6-8. 

AUJI -Commy Ordnce. 
Field Surgeon 
In medIcal charge 
2tlli AIoUlttam Battery. 

Domg duty With 4-4. 
Domg duty from 1 -2. 

Domgduty from 2-1. 
4fh Mouutam Batlcry 
Political Employ--Domg 

duty I·.A B.O.. 17th 
loeb. 

I 
JOlm.d nth Ft:l'o 
6(/1 jlfoltnta'~n Battery 
Ihed 18th Dec of wound. 

To 3-1 H.A. 

J omec.l9th Feb. 
6th Co., Eastern f)i'lJ. 

Doing duty, Batt. Ord., 
12th Feb. 

Doing d.ty from )-I Batt. 
Ord., 25th Jan . 

.. A detail With heavy hOWIt7ers, but no officer except CaptaIn Warner. 
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NOTE A-continued. 

#h Company-contmlled 
LIeutenant G. A. Renny 

Lit'utenant C. H. Cooker, 

2nd-LIeutenant M. E. CurrIe .1 .. 
2nd-Lieutenant J. ~. Fnth .. I .. 

6TH BATrALION. 
Lieut.-Colonel H. J. Wood .. 
LIeutenant T. Brougham 
Surgeon G. G Brown. M.D . 
Asst ·Surgeon ~t. G. W TlIcl,er 

lSI Company 
Lieutenant H. M. Conran 
znd-Lleutenant W. ~tewart 

2nd Lieutenant T. Haydun 

znd·Lleut. E. W. E. Walker 

2nd-Lieutenant W II. I' ... rt~h .1 
2nd-Lieutenant G. BaIllIe .. 

2nd Cttmpany. No 9 H.p .B. 
Captam R. IIorsford . 
Lieutenant T. E Kenmon 

3rd Company. 
Lieutenant J. C. Grlfii.th~ 
2nd-LIeutenant L. Mnchell .. 
2nd-Lieutenant J. F. GIlmore. 

l) 
P 

p 
p 

4th C0'!'1:any, No 19 r.B 
Captam J. f"ordyce .. p ... 
Captain 'E. Christie . ..... .. 
Lieutenant G Holl.·md ... " p 
Liflutenant H. J. B Macleod p 
Lieutenant C. Cookworthy .. 

2nd Con~pa't)1 7th Battaiton, 3 
No.6 H.F B. .. glln~I" 

p 

p 

p 
p 
p 
p 

p 
p 

p 

p 
p 
p 

p 

p 
p 
p 

p 
p 

p 

p 

p 
p 

ISS 

Domg duty, Ball Old, 
26th Jan 

Dmng duty Fd. Army 
Ord .• 14th Fell --" 

Jomed 8th February .• -
Domg duty Fd. Army 

Ord .• 27th Feh 

Adjutant. 

Dmng dll!) 
I 18tk Co , Soutkenl Dw 

Domg duty Arty Dlv. 
Ord ,16th Jan. 

Dmng duty Arty Dlv. 
Ord • 16th Jan. 

DOIng duty Arty. Dlv. 
Ord ,16th Jan 

Domg duty Art) DIV. 
Ord., 16th Jan 

Domg duty Arly Dl\. 
Ord ,16th Jan 
59th Field Bali"')' 

buth "uhf Ral/eljI 

Domg duty from 2-6 
GO,2lstJan 

Reduced 187 1. 
To 3-4 G.O., 29th Dec 
From2-1G O .• 29thDcc 

Natwe Reduced 1862 

Captam F B. BoIleau .. p l' 
~ptain A. Fitzgerald. ..... I p Domg duty 

LieutenlUlt A. G. Austen ..... p .~. I p 1_" __ '_'lTO_J_~_n3_Il'A" 0.0, 3
1st 

~~tenant C. S. DuI.lda~ ........ p 
.... entenallt J. S. TuIl:Ih ...... p.. p 

06i~~ach~dto an;-T~~p -~; Co~pany in the field.- - -
Captain W. S. Pillans, Commisary of Ordnance at Ferozepore 
~ J. F. Egerton, D.A.Q.M.G. Ferozepore force. DIed 23rd January 

of' .o1U)ds received at ¥erozeshah. 



NOTE B 

Return of Casualtle'i, MudkI, 18th Decem1)er, 1846 

1St Dr/lfaae H A. 
Jst 2nd, and jrd Troop ... 

31'a flr/gade Jf .A 
1st, 2nd and 4th Troop .... 
3Td Company 4th Bdtt ! 
NO.7 Hor!3c B'ltterv f 
2nd ComPRny 6th Hatt I 
No q Horse Battery S 

___ ~::EC_' ___ r-~ \V OlJ!\J)ltD. 

j " ,It I I Jf " I i I! , -
.n ~ ] ~ "g~ • ~ 8 ] J c]~ 
~ g I ~ ~ ~~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ [~ ~ 
oZ\~I})<Jl tt:OZ7\~:l<Jl1}) tt: ______ 1 _______ _ 

"4; , 10 2 10 ,ts 
J I 9 9 6 0 

4 I 2 

5 I 3 2 J 

---------
45 1 4 , I II '=--~_ 

7 

4 

Total 1-2/-;1 ,~\~--; 
- -- -

Officers kIlled -C,ptaU1 Ja~per Trow<::r, 34 F.A , LlCutenant R. H. 
Pollock, 2-1 H A, dIed 19th December 

'Officer!; wounded -Captam F Dashwood, 'ieverely-clIcd 22nd Decem­
ber, Lleutenant" C V Cm" 1-3 H A , C A. \Vheelwnght, 2-l H.A.; 
C. V. BowIe, 2-1 H.A. 



NOTE C 

Return of Casualties, Ferozeshab, 21St and z2nd December 1845 

KILLED 

1 ~ 1 I ~ I ' 1 " I >'< -
I 16 ~ 

o ~~l"g ;: 
J' U ~ r'" \ Q 
'J ~ 1 tJ ..!I; V f 
Y .a J:! f:E!: t u ::; e cd' 00

1 
cC I,...,.,; 

o Z iZ 1 ~ (/J (/J 1 

I ~ 
3 

<E 
o 

, I ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
,,': 0 

~j~ 
.2 ; 

\\ O( 'DED 

~ 

8 rJl --= o. ~ 
U. ~ 

MISSING 

I f I I E I ~ 
I ~ I I g I ~ 11 

~~ ~ 
i C ~ 

o ,U I ~ I f" 

~I~I~ 15 e ~ ~rftn Z ~p:: 

----- _'_- >-
I I I I :g -----1--

Dlv and Bde. Staff II I ill 
-----1-

1st Bde HAl I 7 3 
3rd Bde H A. I 1 q I 
2nd Co. 6th Batt ,No 9 LF B I 1 1 

4th Co. 6th Batt.,No 19 L FBI I 1 2 I 

2 
35 
70 

2 

10 

2nd Co 7th Batt No 6 L F B 2 1 I 1 1 

2nd nnd4thCos 4th Batt, 1_1 __ I_I~ ____ _ 

2 

3rd Co 4th Batt ,No 7 I. £ B ~ I 2 I 

Total 2 2 1 26 I 4 4 2 II8 ~ 

I 

~ 2'> 3 1 37 I 1 2 1 76 til-
3 IS 3 IS I I I 29 § 

16 I 5 ... 
I 3 4 16 1'< 

I ' I', , 1m, 3 

1~_\_2_~~1 __ !~1 _______ 2 :-1-
2 I 10 01 7 2 2 75 1 2 I 17 130 

Officers killed -Captam E. D'A. Todd. 2-J H A, 21St December; LIeutenant p, C Lambert, 3-3 H.A, 
23rd Decembet 

Officers wounded'- Brevet Captal11~ W K. W:llner, Comll1lssary of Ordnance, and Murray Mackenzie, 
Bngade MaJor, Lleutenant~ R 1\1. Paton, 1-3 H.A , and E. Atla) , 34- F.A , sl1ghtl}. 

VI 
't 



NOTE D. 
Return of Casualtles, Ahwal, 28th January, 184()· 

~---- -----
KILLED WOlJNDf..D M'SII'NG 

---- -- ----
0 t3 ~ 0 

c.:l ~ t:l 
~ 

o~ ~ '" ;:: 
~ 

o~ -5 
~ 

~'O 

~ 
~'Cl ~"tI 

" "" ~ 

11 I? 
~ " " " ~ " 

>-l ~~ ~ 
.., " -" n 

" g e.o 
" .e <0 

!!~ V, 
~ J; 0 t; ~ J; .;; :r: c.:l c.:l ::r:: " .:J 0 ::z:: 

1- -
~ 1St Troop l,t R(le HA. 2 

I 1St Troup 2nd Hde II.A 8 I 

I 
5 I 

I 
4 I 5 

3rd Troop 2nd Btlc IT A ! 18 2 4 4 
2nd Troop 3rd Bde J I A I 3 

II l' B. 
:lnd Co 7th Batt.\. No. 6\ 

-\ 3 I J 4 ----1--;- - -, -;Iu Total 1 30 T I 9 3 b 

NOTE L 

Return of Casualtle!>, "'obraon, ,oth J ebruary, 1846 

h.IL[ en \\ (){ ~DJ~D 
-I .. 

'" ..!i I I " ..;: J ~ ..... I - ~ 
." ~ 

1 ;:8 ...., 
8 '" "" c~ 

;; ~ 
0 ~ ~- " 1 ~ 

., J ~~ ~ r; 
"'" '" ~ C ~ e IS " ~ 

IS p;: .,:\ c 
I 0 

0 "" '" ::r:: 0 z ....l ~~ :z: ::r:: ------1- I_-
hi Bn/?"cle I LA ..• J I 1 1 

2nd Bngade HAl 2 1 
14 15 2 ~O 

,Td BrIgade H A I 5 
2nd Co 2nd Hatt I 
3rd BaLt 

I 
3 2: 

4th Batt 2 3
1 

S 2 3. 2: 5 
6th Batt. 4 

:-3-i - -~-- --I- I-I -;-3 5-~rS Total I 3 I 17 5 

Ofucer killed '-Lleutenant H. J. Y. talthful, I-Z H.A. 
Officer wounded .-Brevet-MaJor C. Grant, 2-2 H.A. • 
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NOTEF 

('A"l'AL1nS AMONG MAT(Rlb.L AND I'AILURE OF AMMU"'-lllOl\ 

\1 1 H1 B-\J rL1 O~ Fr ~OLl!,SHAH 

rhe explo~lOn of '>om<.. of the "agon~ wa<; due to the powder 
whIch the SIkhs had stored away In small maga.tlnes c2I.cavated 
111 the ground wlthm the entrenchments, be~Ides what was plen­
tIfully ,>eattcred about mSlde and out, and some of these acted 
a, mmc<; arnonf!; the Infantry BrIgadIer Brooke reported SIX 
wagons blown up, "orne more were dl!>abled and sent mto Fero 
zepore to he [("placed 

Except the wagons thus exploded, he say:; the greatest and 
almost only serIOUS damage done to carnages was In wheeb, and 
as a steady upholder of the system of pole draught. the Rngather 
alleges" a duphcale oCC'.;t'>JOn of the whole of one SIde of a team 
bemg '>hot down, yet both were repllced, ready, and mow'd off 
when It became nece'>l>ary to move the battery" 

Both the 8-mch howItzer<; were dl,>ablerl . a shot sma<;hed the 
nave of one, eau<;mp; the wheel to fall m pIeces, the rapsquares 
of anothcr WCIC broken. BrigadIer Brooke and Captam Walller 
aSSIgn as a reason for the last the want of '>tablhty WIthout a 
pld.tform, but It IS not a suffiCient one for a smgle day''> work The 
greatest elevatlOn reqUIred was 10 0 

Of exploded wagon!>, one occ4,.rred In CaptulIl Campbell'" Troop 
on tPle left, one (or t~o) 111 Capta1l1 MIlls' Troop, both of 
LIeutenant MOlr\' > a wagon and lImber of Captain Garbett'", 
and two 111 Captain Hor"ford'!> Field Battery, represcntmg a loss 
Qf about 500 round" 

The failure of ammumtlOn 111 thIS actIOn was much CrItICised, 
and the questIOn of an adequate reserve was forced 1I1to notice. 
The number of rounds earned Ul lllilbers and wagons mto action 
was as follows :-

6 pro gun 96 I'ound ~hot 16 'pht!ncal 16 com case 
9 .. .. 7';. .. 16 8 

Iz-pr, how 32 C:Gm .,hell 38 8 2 calca.c" 
;t4 'j " 22 

" 32 8 2 

OJ l~$~than Royal Arhllcry battenes earned The f'..apaclties 0 f 
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the boxes allowed of more. Two spare wagon& were atlqwed on 
service to ea\.!h Battery, g1Vmg 96, 80, 66, and 46 additlOr al p:-ou n do; 
for each nature of piece; but these were drawn by bullocks, and 
could not be kept properly In touch with the first hne. The 
Commlttee of I836 had recommended a much larger proportIOn 
to be earned with each piece. 

Lord HardInge was too good a &oldler, and too prac!tical a 
character, not to address hImself to thIS que!>tlOn as soon as the 
war was over, and the result wa!> the addition to every Battery 
on service of a second lme of wagons It <;till, however, con­
tmued to be drawn by bullocks, a sy»tem that afterwards called 
forth the reprehensIOn of Royal Artillery officers A'1d Lord 
Hardmge dld not allow hl& mterest In thl& matter to C't;.ase With 
hI'> tenure of office More than three year'> after the wnte r of 
this hl'itory had fired hl<; farewell salute hom the ramparts of 
Fort \VIlhan1, he was correspondmg wlth Colonel G. Brooke 
upon the <;lbJect, and the InfOrmatIOn wlach the lattt.r then 
procured from different officer'> relative to the campaign IS of the 
greatest mterest and ,alue 



CHAPTER VI 

"Il CE OF '\IULfA1\' 

~lAn. O~ IHI, 1 U"HAB 1"1 [848- \tlllrcli Oman of Mullan-llturtl'!r of Van, 
Agnewanu Ander'>on-RdKlh. ill-OperatIOn" of LI(.utenant r.dwar<ie~­
(;~neral \\ hl5h 't!nt with .. force I,) lbt. ]{, -Hlenl-Sher "'mgh ,Contingent 
-t,,\..h ]< celmf' 1ll lh<. Pl1nJ"b~--C'D.pl'l1n Abhott 11, 11 'l7ara-Operatllllh of 
l<lr<;t ~legL-Po'lt1l>n ot ~ orcl"-I'I[>1 parallel of Attack -I!.IJt.my (hslodged 
from It, I r<>llt-DefeLtwIl of ..,her "'1l1gh-"",ge H~'ll'c,l-PI)"llOJ1 taken 
lIjl-l'rep.:trallOn, for Rt.ne\\ aI-Action at "maJ Khund-J lIlH.1Ion ()f Force 
from Homb'ly-l{cnc\\'li "f ''It.ge-Plan of Attaci.-Operntlom agamst 
City and F ort-l'rmt'll'u\ 'tagu.lme blown up-Captllrt! of th" Clty­
Battenes lin the Nnrti l!l,t ,I <Ie or lorI-On the <.,outh ea.,t f'nde­
Hreache<; reported I" ,<'tIL'll>I,,-PreparatlOn, for A.,.,alllt-Mlllmi Capltu 
latt!s- Remarl" 

TilE year 1848, with the commencement of the Earl of 
Dalhousie'~ govelllrnent, opened m peace, but the ",eed!. 
of 'War in the Plinjab werc near the ..,urface and boon 
germinated. The Sikh, a<; he ploughed hls field, thought 
with bitterness that hi::. fldtlOn, nomll1ally IIlclepcmlcnt, wa~ 
under foreign rule, and that thc al my to which he belonged 
was overawed by the Fcnnghl and HlOdu.,t;1.111 ",oldlCr;," 
The Gov~rnor of a dl..,tnct. who farmed the revenue, knc\\ 
that behmd the authonty of the Durbar, the N atlOnal 
Council, lay the power vC"'ted m a Bnti.,h Resident 

By the treaty of 1846, the supplementary Article .. 
(11th March) provided that a Britbh force ~hould be left 
at Lahore for that year. dunng the reorgal1l..,atlOI1 of the 

.. The feelmg against the ~epoy was more lOtense. Thl;, came out 
p,t:.hdy in 1857. Khan ~ll'gh MaJlthta, wIth whom In 1849 I some­
~1~$ !!.petl.t <Ul !!lour at hiS house neal Amntsar, where he was IIvmg 
__ r wrve¢a.nae, and who boa!ated to me that he was the last of the 
~ wat\; iJad laid down their arms before Sir Walter Gilbert, said 
~.:r- e Sikh was equal to three Sepoys, and that the latter C .. ' for ftghtmg when they had the "gora log" beSide 

M 
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army. 1t was done at the solicitation of the :pl.trbar. 
Two years after the force was stilI there; a Bntis~ Resiw 
dent was at Lahore with a large staff of assistants. Major 
G. H. Macgregor, c.B., of the Artillery, wa'> o,~e ot them 
and Captain ]. Abbott was employed at first in the delimi­
tation of territorial boundaries, afterwards in the J-Iazara. 
distnct north-east of Rawal Pindi, Major G. St P. Lawrence, 
of the Cavalry, wa'> at Peshawar, LIeutenants H. B. 
Edwarde"l, 1st European Regiment, and Rcynell G raylor, 
of the Cavalry, at Bannu beyond the Indus L!eut -Colonel 
H, M. Lawrence, C B, of the Artillery, the Resident, wa.s on 
leave home, hi'l place being taken fir'it by hiS brother, Mr. 
John Lawrence, afterwards by .. ;u Fredcuck Curne, both of 
the CIvil Service. 

Mulrcij had ,>u<..ceeded hI>;; father Sawan Mal, a~'ia';­

'lmated in September, r844, as Dlwrln, or Governor of the 
Multan distl ict, an important one, dnd not ea'ltly con­
trolled by the Durbar. Slrdar Lal 510gh had Imposed a 
heavy nazanlna, or succc'>'lion fine, upon him, which w"," 

still a subject of remon'itrance when the war broke out. 
Appeal was made first to .:\Jr. John Lawrence, and he had 
unwiJll11g1y agreed to pay the reduced <;um of 18 lakh 
of rupee'>, but at the 'iarne tllne tendered hIS reSIgnatIon 
of the provmce. Aftcr Sir F ('Ulric had taken over office, 
the resignation was agatn tendered to the Durbar, who in 
1848 appointed one Khan Smgh :Man to "ucceed him, and 
Mr Vans Agnew, of the CIvIl ServIce, With LIeutenant 
A W. Anderson, 1st Bombay Fu.,illCr~, were ':>ent down by 
the Re~ident to take over the accounts. 

The murder of these officers at M ultdn on the 20th of 
Apnl was the opening act of a rt>hellion in which, with few 

'exceptIOn'l, all the chief Slrdar" were soon implicated. 
'That it was not the premeditated act of Mulnij did not 
make much difference, for he t?ok no steps to succour 'Q( 

protect the wounded officer'>. and distinctly made himself~ 
particeps crimtnt's. So, committed, he threw himself en-, 
tirely into rebellion, and the reduction of Multan WU1=he 



first object to which the attention of Government and 1 'i48. 
the Commander-in-C:hief was directed The latter wa .... 
much averse to undertakmg active operation ... till later in 
the season, when he wished to have gIVen the command 
to General Sir W R GIlbert, K C.B, and the dIrectIOn of 
the Artillery to Llcut -Colonel G BlOoke, C B He pro-
po'ied to as'>em ble at Ferol.:epore by :"J ovembel r st a force 
of 24,000 men, 50 "lege-pIece.." 7 hor<;c 6 field battene ... 
and 7 reserve COmpd!1Jc'" of Artillery, 6 compa!1Je~ uf 
Sapper.." 3 BIItl<;h and 10 ~atlve re";lIncnt" of Cavalry, 
5 Britt'>h and 18 natIve reglInent" of Infantry * 

LIeutenant Edw,ude<;, .l,.s"'htant-Comml"'''lOl1er at Bannu, 
at once organt:.ed what force he had, and ""rotc to the 
Nawab of Bhawalpur, who d,..,,,,cmbled hI'> Daudputra 
feudatorIes, whIle the former advanced to meet }l1m Hut 
Mulnl] at ShuJabad Intervened Edwarde .. obtamed the 
Re!>ldent'<; permlb!:>JOI1 to act He cro%ed the Indu." j01lled 
General Van Cortlandt at Dera Ghall Khan, pa~.,ed the 
Chenab on the r8th of June at Kl11en Ju'>t a" the Bhawal­
pur force wab attacked. and defeated the troop'" of i\Iulr.!j. 
AdvanCing, he, on the 1st July, d ,e .... ond tIme defeated 
Mulraj at Suddobam, almobt under the wall!> of ivlultan. c..nd 
effectually shut Imn up wlth1l1 them Lieutenant La!,.e, of 
the Engineer'>, had jOlOed and taken command of the Daucl­
putra force 

Sir Fredenc!" Curne, aVdtlll1g hlm.,clf of the powcr" 
vested in him, then directed Major-GenelaJ \V S WhJsh, 
C.B., commandmg at Lahore, to arrange for the despatch 
of a <recond-class '>lege-tram and march WIth the moveable 
colu11lo from Lahore and Ferozepore to Multdn He was 
under the impresslOn that the rebel force had dWll1dled 
down to about 4,000 men, and would probably be stIli smaller. 
A proclamation wa~ l!>sued by the Govenor-General, July 
nnd. to the p~ople of the Punjab, and as It was felt that 
•• ap~r~ce of divided counctls would be injurious, 
~ ~mnmander-io-Chief directed (G.O.C.c., Aug. 4) the 

, I 

'" C .• lnoC. tit a~i~t Labo1'e, May f3th, IS48 Papers~ p. J66. 
", ~ )I;a 
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formation of a force under Maj()r-Gener~l W,hi:ih \ to co .. 
operate with a force under Raja Sher Singh, w1).o ha\i beem 
sent by the Durbar at Lahore to reduce the re~1. 

The force wa'i comtituted a.;; follow.;; '-

Artillcl]' 
Major H Garbett, Commanding, Major E F \ Day; 

Lieutenant J Mill, Brigade-Major, Lieutenant \V. K. 
Foob, Brigade-Quarter-Ma<;ter, LIeutenant P Christie, 
COmml%ary of Ordnance 

4th Troop I~t Bngade,4th Troop 3rd Bngade B.A., 
2nd Company 2nd Battalion, 3rd and 4th Compames 3rd 
Battalton, 6th Compan)- 7th BattalIon 

Ell~ meers. 
Bt -Major R Kapier. ('Illef, Bt.-Captam H Slcld()l1~, 

Commandmg Sapper .. al'd Ml11er~, Lieutenant P Gar­
forth, Bngade-MaJor, LIeutenant J E Cracroft (69th 
N.J.), Quarter-Ma<'ter 

J ::.t, 2nd, ~ttld 3d Compdllie-. Sapper~, 2nd and 3rd Com~ 
panics PlUnccr~. 

Caz'alry 
Llcut Colonel H F. Salter, Commandlllg 
11th L.C, 7th I.e, 11th Ie 

bifalltlJ' 
15t Bngade.-Lieut -Colonel A. Hen er, Commanding: 

H.M. 10th Regiment, 8th and 52nd N L 
2nd Bngade.-Licut -Colonel F Markham, Command· 

ing H.M 32nd Regunent, 49th, 5 I>.t, and 72nd N.l. 
Fleld~Surgeon, Surgeon T. E Dcmp.,ter, 1st Brigade 

H.A. 
The force marched in two columns, the right took up, 

on the 18th of August, a position two and a half tnUes 
I' 

east of Multan, to cover the dammll1g up of the ~_~ 
already begun by Lieutenant Glover of the tllg~ 
The left joined on the 19th. Sher Singh's ca.mp, was,~ 
Tlbbi, where Lieutenant Edwardes' camp h~ :'been ~ 
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tile ~ffl~ "61' Suddosain. about four miles 'louth-west of 
Mult~'rl, and th~ latter took up a position at Surajkhund, 
east of the canal, from which he "hortly afterwards ad­
vanced to a po<;ition between the canal dnd the Kach Bairag 
gardens, about one and a half mde., south of the town. 
General WhIsh's camp wa'> further to the right and about 
two \lnd a half mller; east of the tOWI1. On the 4th of 
September Major Day, With the natIve company and 
siege-tram, arnved. ~cxt day Gcncral \Vhl"h 'iurnmoned 
the town to surrender unconditIOnally 

The fort of M ultan. bUllt on a high natUl al mound, 
scarped and revded With ma'3onry, coml11duded the town 
from the north The difficulty of rnakll1g a practicable 
breach constituted it" main 5trcngth The bd~tJOn,; of 
the outer works gave a certain amount of fiankmg defence 
and were buill of good tough rna'lOnry It contained 
about fifty pieces of ordnan~c 

The city was surrounded, except along the ~Jde adjoin­
ing the fort, by a crenelated wall, old and sumewhat 
unsound, defended m <:()me place'i by a dItch. OutSIde 
the city were extensivc suburb'3 oj mud hnuses 

The Sikh force under Sher Singh was knowlJ to be 
it'lfected with thc hosttle spirit that pervadcd the whole 
Khalsa army; but it was hoped, evcn after 111" father, Chatar 
Singh, h~ opcnly declared agal11st U", that he \Va'> mOle 
!alive < t6 pis own lOterest'i. Sirdar Chatar Singh was the 
N!izim of Hazara, a district lylOg between the tcrritories 
or the Maharaja of Ka'ihmlr and the RIver I ndu~ c.lptam 
James Abbott, whose services on the Herat ;\11.,,,1011 have 
bCrot~ been mentioned,'" wa~ Political .-\s~lstant here. 
H;igh.~inded at]d chivalrous (;'lcn to romance, he was 
~n versed in 'the character of the men he had to deal 
W.~; b.is straightforward. nature would not be takC;11 in 

, ,,' 'J~trig,ue5 0(' the Sirdar, dnd he detected with a 
-j '~ye. than S~r F. Currie the agencies at ,work. 
"'~ ~ven aft~r the murder, on the 6th of A~gwlt, 

,~Cb3pter 1. Gte D. 
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--of Colonel Canora, the C0mmandant of the Sikhf Artillery 
at Haripur, the Acting Re'lident at Lahore be1i~ved that 
the conduct of Sirdar Chatar Smgh was the re ... ult of 
CaptaIn Abbott'" "uspicion, and hIs armmg the Muham­
rnedan populatIOn of Ha7Ara agam<;t the SIkh", 

Lord Dalholl"ie ..,aw bctter how thIng" were, <Und wrote 
that· l aptam .\bbott\ conduct c.,IIlCC thc commencement 
of the outbrca.k hdd been marked with much vigour and 
determinatIon" He al<,o quoted SII' F Cume'" own words 
respectmg hun, "that he hd'> mcU1)' excellent q _lahfications 
a., a pubile officer, 11ldcfatlg-able appllcatlOn to business, 
a mo .. t <;crupulou<:; de.,11 e to "how the "tncte-.t justIce in 
all hi'" in\e .. tlgatlolh, deCl'>lOn." and proceedll1g", and a 
kmr! and emmcntly cOllcdlatbry man ncr to the native'>, 
coupled with ~reat firmnc., ... and II1trepHht)o of character. 
In Ha/{lra, of "hlCh he ha<; made the <'ettlcment, he is 
beloved, JIl fact. ctlmo .. t \I or-.hipped by the pcople 
They <,ay that he ha ... gained "11ch an lIlfluence 0\ er the 
tnhabitant" of the pro\ lllce, that he can do 1\ hatcvcl he 
plca'lc'i wIth a rdCC whom the Sikh ... could ne\~el control, 
atld whom the II til' dJ1d ... hrcwrl MClhctr:lJ<l Golab Smgh 
wa., glad to get flom under hI:' government on almost 
any term"."" In tl uth It II a'>, humanly "peakIng, a shield 
of hI'> OWI1 fOlging that .,a\,ed Abbott from captivity or 
the fate of \'an., Agne\\' and Ander<..on at the hands of 
Chatar Singh, 

By the end of Augu:.t thcre Ila., 110 doubt of Chatar 
Sin:::-h''j intentIon'>, but stdl Sher S11lgh appeared to be 
re'>trdimng hi'> ;,oldtcr-; withl11 the bound., of loyalty! and 
on the I;,t of Septembcr voluntanly opcned fire upon the 
enemy, while General Whlc.,h, With Major Napier. made 
a close recol1nai.,..,ance of the north .,ide of the fort, alld 
Lie~tenant Ed\1 ardes changed hiS pO'>ltion, and formed his, 
camp, extendl\1g from Wali Muhamad's canal to tbe 
east of the Jog Maya temple. 

'*' Govetnor-Genetal to the Secret COlU111tttee, Septel'llber ,dt", 1$.48. 
Papel~, p, 269, 
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On the 6th, at a meettng of the Chief Staff, ArtIIIery 
and Engineer Officer ... at the General':, tent, plan... of 
clttack were di'3cu%ed Breaching the Khuni BurJ emd 
taking. the town 111 one day. by a CUltP de mam was (e­

jected a<i unadvI'lable, not only for a rlo.k of faIlure and the 
unavoidable 10% of !Ife, but becau'>e thcrc wa'> no urgent 
polItical nece~slty to Ju~t1f) :,uch a cour-.c. Attacking the 
citadel from the north by regular approache:" \\ hlCh Wel ... 

Major Naple(\ -.econcl pl.m. \\d'o ed"o gIven up, a-. the 
po ... ,tion \\ a ... too remote flOll1 the fl\ el, elI1c1 thc change 
of PO"'ltlOl1 might be ml'iCUn"UllccI llIt() a retrograde mo\ c­
ment Fmally. L]cutenant Ldke. of the Ent;tneer'i, who 
had been ,>harl11~ Eu\\ arde'" '>lICCf'-."c,> and the honoUi c, 

of the fir:,t mve"tmcnt of Muit'lll, made .t prOpOo.ltioll 
1\ h]ch wa~ a~reed to. to Inn d tl cnch from the light of 
theIr camp to R.tm Tllat a ClJ"tdl1CC of more than d mde 

~cxt mornlllg thL t\\ 0 camp" \\ ere mo\ cd Illto close] 
plOp1l1quity, ami by (tlylIl.;ht the trench \\ d., markcd out 
1'hl& fir'it parallel of attrlck \\ a.., at a UI..,tdncc of [,000 )'drd.." 
a distance necc:,"ltalul b) the ll.ltUl c of the I nten Cllltlg­

glOund • 
On the !lIght of the ')th clll dttdCk 11'd.'> m,Ldc UJ)()'1 'lome 

h()u,>e~ and gctrdcn,> tn front of thc trctlLhe .... but Without 
:,ucce!>s. I t Wd.~ renc\\ co on the 12th. br a fOi cc under 
Brigadter Hcney. whlLh hdd the uC"'llcd effect of ciccl.nng 
the front of the trcnchc ... fOl about Xoo yal d" Gcncrdl 
Whish m hi!> dl5patch of the 13th ,>.IY" -

"The po~ltlOn W 1'0 .\ .,trong ont-, and ~toutl} defcnded, tbt' 
conflIct termmatmg onl} 1:1 a sene!> of hand to lund encountel" 
A. troop of Hor.,e ArtIllery undts Captain Mackcl1lJe \\as brought 
up at an opportune moment .llld pr.·, entcd an aCCe"~lOl1 of num­
bers to the enemy, who Wt,rL re[JlIl~ed With !>c"crc lo~" 111 about ::m 
hou~ !l)d a haH " 

Colonel Pattoun, 32nd, Major Montllambcrt, 10th, and 

• "It ~ a most unusual ploceedmg. but the feature., o( 
ltlu! gIOQUd-tJ1\ck gardens, vlllage~, b\1(.k-ktlns, Jungle and ravmes, 
~de it tea,sonable enouih 111 the eves of the Engmeers" (Major 
,_,dalt-~t 

1848. 
~eptetnhet. 
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three other officers were kiHcd , thret: officers (j)f ~he loth, 
four of the 32:1d, four of the ~atlve Infantry, atlld Lieu­
tenant Bunny, Horse Artillery, were wounded 

Although a P0'3ltlOl1 withm battering dlc,tance had been 
thu'l early gamed, the Inadequacy of the force for the regu­
lar and ,>evcle tOIl of a '>Iege wa~ now plamly .,eeo The 
relief., of workmen were Imufficlent, there were no guards 
of the trenche<; properly '>0 called The Artdler} General 
had a good advi;,er in the ChIef EngillPer The practic­
abilIty of mall1tamll1g actl\C operatIOn., \Va, con<;ldered, but 
the que;,tlOn wa" decIded by thc defectIOn of Sher Smgh, 
who moved away With hi'> force c]o,>cr to Mu!t{m, beating 
the rehglOus drum 111 the name of tiJe Khalsa GC'leral 
Whi~h the 'lame day reported t') the AdJutant-Genel al 
that he had directed the troop... to be \\ Ithdrrlwl1 fr'lm 
their advanced position'>, alld \\ ould I ctll e acros" the calla} 
to Tlbbl HI'> actIon 111 dOll1g ... 0 het., been vmdlCdted, but 
it brought upon hIm a '"tm-m uf ach cr-,e cntlcl..,m. 

On the 15th, Lieutenant Edwarde .... \\ Ith hI'> force and 
the Daudputra contmgent, took lip hI'> old ground at 
SuraJkhund, and next clay Gellera] \Vhl.,h encamped two 
mile'> west of hIm, and <i.bout three mile.., ..,outh-we.,t of the 
fort, with hi.:; left at the grove of \rdbl ~hel Slllgh, clis­
tru<;ted by :'\I'ulraj, rcmdll1ed UUhldc :\1UltdJJ 011 It-. northern 
Mdc till the 9th October, when he \\Ithrlrew. cro'i'icd the 
Ravi on the 11th and 12th, and proceeded towards ]hang, 
after which hi'> movement'> belong to the field operations 
of thl., campaign. 

The period of inactIOn \\hich foil/met! wa;, taken liP III 

preparations to renew the .:;iege. CaptalI1 Siddoll'> witb the 
Sappers and PIOneers went to ShuJabad and prepared d.n 
ample supply of gabion.., and fascll1e.., General Van Cort­
landt WIth IllS Sappcrs, and Llcutet1.lnt H B. Lumsden· 
with the GUides were .,imilarly employed 1\1ulraj, on his 
'>Ide, was not idle. He improved hIS defences, and -m-

4ft Son of Colonel T. Ltuusc1en, Bengal Artillery. 
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creased his follower" from without. On the night of the 1848. 
(st of November he occupied a position on the canal with Nov. at. 
batteries which raker! the allIed camp. During the night 
of znd to 4th pf November, a battery of two IS-pounder." 
two howit,zers, and four mortar'> was formed a mtle 111 front 
of the camp, but as thell' firc wa" meffective, a brigade 
under BrIgadier Markham was formed to attack, and the 
heavy gum were withdrawn, two Hor<;e Artillery gum 
under LIeutenant BUllny bC1I1g 'ient lIl'itead, d.long with Nov 6th 

the Katar Mukhi RegIment of Cortl;wdt'<; force, J ,000 

Daudputras, and 500 IrreguLu~, under LIeutenant Pollock. 
That night, however, all the Purblya,," of these regiment'> 
deserted, and Lieutenant ... Bunny, l'ollod., a.nd Paton, were 
in a cntlcal POSltlO1l Markham \\'a<.; therefore dIrected to 
make a Rank attack from the ea~t ~Id(. of the canal. HI'> 
force consIsted of -

Caz'tdr)1 

Major Whcler J J th LIght, 7th, and I I th I rrc~1I1ar'i-­
two squadroll~ each 

HOYJL' .//rtdll'r),. 
Captain Ander<,un'..; Troop 

j/~rallflJ' 

Lieut.-Colonel Frank<., C.B . Six compaIl1es 10th Regi­
ment, eight of the Hth ~. I, eIght of thc 5211d ~ 1 

Lj~ut.-Coloncl Brooke SIX compalll('~ 3::!nd H.cgllnent, 
eight of the 49th, cight of the 5 I "t ~ I 

The rest of the force was held in rC'lcr'vc under HngadlCr 
Hc::rvey, 

The attack next morning wa') complctely 'iucce" ... ful The 
enerhy, leaVing five gun., In our hand." wcre drl'ven from 
their batteries, which werc destroyed Bngddlcr ~arkham 
handled his force with considerclble ,>kJlI Llcutenant Bunny, 
who had two guns at an advanced POlllt, wa" mentioned by 
Genkat \Vhish, and both Bngadler :\brJ...ham and Majo; 

· tM_ Inhabitants of the D6ab between Allahab,tu and Meerut 
and <lw:lh,.l~g to th~ east (Purab) of the Punpb. 
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Wheler named Captain J. AnderSon, H.A., itt tJispa;tches. 
Our loss was trifling compared to that of the enemy\ Lieu .. 
tenant Edwa.rde~ heard they had 15,000 men in tl\e field. 
Co1onel J. (heape, c.B., joined on the 30th as Chief Eng!"" 
11eer, WIth rank of BrigadIer. 

A column from Bombay, under command of Brlgadior 
the Hon. H Dundas, CR, 60th Royal RIfle", arnved on the 
2£'5t It Wet'> compo'>ed d!:> follow!:>.-

A rtlllelJ'. 
Brigadlel J S Leeson 
3rd froop Hor<;e Artillery, Brevet-Major C Blood; 

2nd Compan) I'>t BattdllOn, Captam ].13 \Voosnam; 
4th Company 2nd Battalion NlJ 5 H.B. Captalll 13 Bail!."y; 
I<;t Company 4th Hdttahon (Native,) No i H.B, Captain 
S. Turnbull, 2nd COITIIMllY 4th BattalIOn eN atl\ e), Lieu. 
tenant J Hamilton. 

Engmc.:1'.1 
MaJol \V Scott, Commandll1~. 
I "t and 4th Companie'> Sappel '> 

em'alr),. 
~ L C , SCll1de Irregular Horse. 

IUJantr),. 
I st BattalIon 60th Rlfle~, lSt BOITI bay FU~llter." 3rd. 

4th. 9th. and 19'h NatIve Infantry 
On Chri .. tma., Day General Whl'ih had reoccupIed his 

old POSitIon, and the Bombay force next day formed on his 
O.'t 21th. teft On the 27th the enemy 10 the suburbs were attacked 

by fOUl column., Captain Turnbull and NO.7 FIeld Battery' 
wa!:> With the left. Captam Bailey and No. 5 WIth the"'let"t., 
rentre; Captam Andcr"u!1 with tOUl' gun~ of hiS Troop, sup'" 
1\0rted by two 24-pounder hOWItzers, With the right centre ; 
<\nd Captam Mackenzie wlth four guns accompanied the­
right column. Brigadier Dundas, commanding the toi~ 
moved round the left of the first original parallel a.n~' 
drove the enemy successively from the Jog Maya teJ~ 
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and Elle mound called the Sidi L,U Ke Bed and the Ih\ghi 
B~h: Brigadier Capon advanced upon Rilm Tlr~t, com~ 
pelled tbe enemy to evacuate the Mandi Awa. and dro'v-c 
them out of the suburb~ IIUO the city Captam Bailey lo;,t 
his arm by a round "hot at the Mandi~ and died on the 
8th,of January. Lieutenant Hill, Bombay EnEl11eer:" wa., 
severely wounded. The right column occupied wIthout 
any loss the suburb.;; and buildll1g;, cast and north-cast 
of the citadel, including the Am Kha;,. Sham.,-I-Tabnz, 
the fortified vIllage of Wazlr.'tb{Ld, SAwan Mall'~ tomb, and 
the brick-kiln-; with theIr cntt'cnchmenh 

Artillery officer'> mentioned 111 \'anou'l <.h.,patche", of till" 
day, Major Lee;,oll, commanu111g, Lleutt.nant G G Pearse, 
Madra, Arttllery, 

General Whl,>h had decIder! upon 'Lttackmg the north­
east angle of the cltddel III regular form Bngadler 
Cheape advocatcd all attack upon the ..,uburb., and t()\\ n, 
which wa~ con<;ldercd tou great a rI"k, bu t a dl\ el 'olon .. 
on the south-ea~t SIde wa'> re;,oh-cd upon There \\ere, 
therefore, a nght and a left d.ttack, thc fir"t fcll to the Bcngal 
Gunners, the lailer wa'> "hared lI'ith the Bombay Art:llelY­
men. The numbering of the battcrw.;; i" thd.t of the I:!}~­
neers, which Included both Bengal and Bombay b;lttCl ic'>. 

RIGHT ATTACK -A ra\'lIlC to th,... right of Sham;,-I­
Tabriz; occuPIed the day before, wa.;; converted Into a bttt­
tery, No. XI, for SIX S~inch mortar"" \\ hlCh moyed out of 
park that evemng, and opened thl~ mornmg at 700 yard .. 
'from the outer wall-> of the fort. The Infantry post.., were 
,JQop-holed At dusk, No X. for two 24-pounder5 to destroy 
the upper defence~ of the north·ea ... t face of the citadel, and 
No. XII" for two 8- and three lO-inch hm\ Itzer:, to enfilade 
the, face commanding the town, werc marked out 
, L'EFT"ATTACK.-No. I, three 10 and four 5}-mch mor • 

. ~Jfl·' (~,nga1) was e;,rablished durmg the mght 011 the 
~~ .'AWa. ~ No_ II. for six IS-pounder<; (Bengal) to 

Dec. 28th. 
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breach the cllrtain next the 'Khu.ni Burj ~t about ~,20 yardS 
was trated out, but not C'ompletcd, material havi,g' to b~ 
.conveyed from a dIstance In the mormng a heavy match­
lock fire prevente~d more than the revetll1g of the finished. 
portion. ~o I opened 111 the evcnll1g, and continued dur~ 
ing the night. 

RI&HT ATTACK.-~o". X. and XII commenced and 
completed dunng the IlIght, a'> al.:;o connect1l1~ trenches 
with Sham'>-I-Tabriz. They were armed and opened during 
the day, ,mel trenches widened 

LEFT ATTACK -On the prevwu,> day, Edwarde-. (now 
Brevet-)Jajor and C B) dnd Lake had relIeved the Bombay 
troop'" of the po'>ts about Slui Lal Ke Bed, and the latt~r. 
clo,>!"ng to the right, had their left P'J'>ts 10 the ,>uburb., about 
the Khul1I Bm]. ~ 0 J I wa.., completeJ by mldlllght, but 
the first gun wac; not brought in ttll daybreak, and a colll. 
pany of the <)th Bombay ~attve Infantry, under LIeutenant 
Baugh. were unable, after <;everal attempts, to bnng in a 
'1econd. Sc\eral gunner" \\ere wounded 

RH;HT ArT.KK.-:VTagaLJne for Xo. XII cummenced 
and completed 

LEFT ATTACK -No. II. armed dunng the l1J~ht and 
opened at daybreak ~o. V for two 9-pounder.., wa-; com· 
menced and armed by daybreak among the hou.,e., between 

• the Khum B.llJ and Delhi gate, to <Iestroy the town waH 
defence.., at about ~oo yards Two Bombay IH-pounders 
and two ~-ll1ch howItzer'> were placed behmd a high mud­
wall Oppo~lte the DeIhl gate (~o. IV), and opened with 
effect on the gateway. The mUd-\\all commg dvw:n, ~ 
sand-bag parapet was put up Lieutenant HendetSo,n, 
Bombay Artillery, wounded thi., day. 

At IO a.m this day a shell from a mortar lald by L~u.· 
tenant ~ ewall in No. X 1. Battery fell upon, the pril1~ip~ 
magazme ncar the southern face of the fort, a mosq LIe ~ 
had been appropriated to that purpose, and which ~~;~.; 
opening an extensive crater in the ground thrQ\lgh ~ 
w~ll. General Whish in his report c{)mpa~,it ,to' t&e!L~ 
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PlO.$lbn at the siege of Hiithras, March '1st, 1817. When 
the shioke ami-dust had cleared away, the enemy resolutely 
resumed thelr fire.' 

RIGHT ATTACK -A trt::nch of commUnicatIOn opened 
between Shams-l-Tabnz and Am Khas garden 

LEFT ATTACK -Two 9-pounders (Bombay) No VB 
were placed among hOllses on left of ~ 0 I I. to prevent the 
ellemy replacll1g a dl.,abled gun near the breach at the 
Khuni BurJ Four 51-mch mortar., (Bombay) abo to the 
left of the breachmg battery opened upon the breach No. 
I [L, a 'iunkenll: battery for t\\ () IS-pounder" and two 8-ll1ch 
howitzers (Bombay) 0PP0;,ltc the DelhI gate, opened thl:' 
morning on the tlurd curtam from the gatelVar. 2nd-Lieu­
tenant A. Garnett, Bengal Engineer,'" wounded 

RIGHT ATTAU\:.-A ZlgZdg trench was pu,',hed forward 
2io yards towards a lalge ptpal-tree dUrIng the llIght. 
No IX. for four 24-pounder., wao. traced out. but the 
enemy's fire wa,', too hea\ y to place the guns t'11 barbette, 
and the gunner!> were wIthdrawn tIll an efficient 'oanobag 
battery could be c01l5tructed 

LEFT ATTACK.--\ 2-l--pollnder howItzer (Bombay) No 
VI. placed among the hau:.es left of No I I to command 
the breach, and opened at daybreak. when N (I VIJ I. far 
two S-lOch howItzer.., to breach the KhullI BurJ and enfilade 
the cast wall of the town wao. traced out and begun A 
second howItzer placed close to the one III No VI (Bombay) 
Th~ Commandmg Engineer at noon reported the KhuOl 

Burj ~s looking well, though not ltkely to be a good breach, 
and recommended the as,>ault, If It wa'> to be made herc, 
should be done at once 

'. RIGHT ATTACK -No IX completed Repairs to bat­
teries during the day. 
, LEFt ATl'ACK.-The fire of the four rightt guns of No. 

l~: ,wa.s" turnqd from the curtain on to the Burj itself. No. 
Vnt,. ~,but th~ howltzer-carriages being sprung and 

I ~ ',,, ~ ~ t I,!, 11' '1' II ,( \ r 4 

~+ /"" ~~,~ot\otherw,i!ip stated, the batteries were elevated 011(1$. 

,;;~:""_... 'MOt: Pnllaxd- dld thIS without interfering with tbe duect 
~ ~\kft~~ •• t 
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no platform being laid down, it ceased firing. C,'1t*tain Sid~ 
dom examined the breach in the early momm~\ and re­
ported it practicable, though steep that at the Delbi 
gate was said to be ..,ufficlently ready for an attempt. 

The troops told off for the a')sault left camp after noon 
in two column'>, the right under Briga<.her Markham to 
attack the Delhi gate, the left under Brigadie/ Stalker to 

attack the Khuni Burj The Bombay Column WdS com­
pletely succe..,..,ful The leadmg- party crownmg the breach 
found the commUI11Catlon with the Bur] intenupted, but 
with the ,lid of two ladder., procured by Lieulenant Oli­
phant ane! hi ... Sapper ... , they g-ot over d. low house into It, 
drJvlI1g out the enemy The other parties forced their 
WdY thr ough the tnwlI, takIng- poo;;se""Jon of the Pa~, Haram 
dnd Bohar gate.." whIch were held durIng the ntght Major 
Scott commanded the Engineer ... with thi.., cu[umn 

That under Markham, on getting to the DelhI gate, found 
the lower part of the wall previou'lly concealed from view 
tou Im;h for c'icalade Captam Smyth, 32nd Foot, with 
great dCCI..,lon, withdrew the leadtng companie~ under cover. 
Thi.., column had to find it'> way tn through the other 
breach, whence It followed the ea~tcrn face of the town to 
the DeIhl gate The Daulat gate \Va'> taken next 1l10rn~' 
ing Major ~ apier commanded the Engineers here. 

Captam Garforth was dangerou-,Iy, Lieutenant') A. Taylor 
and ]. A. Fuller ~evere1y wounded, the latter by an explo­
.,ion of a magazlI1e ncar the Bohar gate 

StrengthenIng PO'lt" opening communications, and !,ur. 
veytng citadel The Commandtng EnglIleer e~tabl19hed 
his headquarters at Wazirabad. A Bombay Brigade ordtred 
to the Diwan Righ, on the north. Major Edwardes at the 
Shish Mahal and line of the canal. The Artillery fire ott 
right was kept up. 

The trench of approach to the large pipal~tree completed. 
Communication from this point to the Daulat gate made~ 
partly by trench, partly by features of the ground. N'0l.' 
XV. for four Sf mortars (Bengal) intended to sheH: 11he 
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{~oni (€overed Way) of the eastern face, completed in the 
hollO-w tn th.e left of the pipal-tree durmg the night. Mortar 
fire kept up. 

The sap was widened illto a trench of dpproach. Sap­
pers and f>ioneet., moved into the A.m KiM') garden. 

Sap pushed 011 500 feet No XVI. for four 51 mortars 
(Bombay) in trench to right of plpal-tree to .,hell the raoni. 
No. XVII. for two 8-inch and two 24-pounder howitzer., 
(Bengal) traced out and completed before morlll!1g, to en­
filade the !>hort nonh-p;:l' .. t face The lIght hovVltzer .,ap 
advanced 150 feet during the day. ~ o. X II I for ..,IX 
8-mch mortar~ (Bombay) commenred to the right of No. 
XII. 
~o. XIII. cOlbpleted with an epdulemcnt on It... rIght, 

and commanlcation wIth the battcne,> on It<, left. ~o. 

XVIII. for .,even I 8-poundcr'l (Bombay) to beat rlown the 
defences from thf' Bhaw<l.1 Hal,. to the JunctIOn wIth the 
city-wall, commenced. The two S-lI1ch howlt7Cr., of No. 
XII. w'-~re tran'iferred to No. XVII., one had been .,ent 
on the ~th to the park for repaIr'>. The '>ap toward~ the 
north-ea"t angk of the fort ~a.., contll1ued r 50 feet. but 
wa'! much mterrupted by the gun> nlrected on Ib head 
during the night. Our vertical fire con.,tant. 

No. XIV. for three IO-tnch mortar!> (Bengal), prepclrcd 
in a mound to the rIght of No. XIII, to bear chrectly on 
the short north·ea<;t face. Lieutenant M C Sankey \Va') 
beverely wounded in the leg by a fragment of a .,hell 1!1 ~o. 
XVII. to-day. 

No. XVIII. completed, four gUlls III pO~ltlOn d.t oay­
break. Constarlt repairs to batterIes, and lmprovem&nt of 
tt~enches neceSSary. By noon the "ap had advanc<!d ISO 

feet, and a turn was made to brmg It nearer to the glacis. 
No. XVIII., for IS-pounders, wa!> manned by::.atlol',) of 
~ ~1ldian INa"Y It opened thi" morning, but at three 
~. &, s~ll froIn the citadel explodmg, <;et fire to It, and 
i"'!pite, of avery eJfort;. the battery was destroyed. The 
",-.r~ with<irawn with difficulty, and powder saved. 

1849. 
J :;Lnllary !Itt!. 

J uUllary 6th. 

J:;Lnuar~ 7th 

January Sth. 

J alluary 9th. 



January II th.. 

JanUi/.I·Y 12th 

Jamlary 13th. 

}anuuy Is-th. 

1nnuary 16th. 

No. XIX. to 'breach the north-east front of 't~ ¢,ita4el 
was commenced during the night. The two 8-itlct1 howit­
~ers of No. XVII. were changed for 9-pounder fie~-gun$l 
3$ the splinters of 8-inch shells endangered the I hves ot.thf 
men working at the sap on that side. No. XXI. for t\oo 
IS-pounder" on the cIty "Ide agal11'3t the south-east bastion 
completed 

2nd-Lieutenant C. Pollard, Engmeers, wounded during 
the I1lght No XX. sunken battery for two IS-pounder:;, 
commenced and fil1lshed 111 the trench to the left of the 
burnt battery. Four r 8-pOll nder':>, separated by a traverse, 
were added on the left, but one ofi the first two wa, after­
wards removed and replaced by two !:I-Inch howitzers 

ProlonglOg the sap A breaching oattery, ~o XXII., 
fOT four IS-pounders commenced on the "outh "Ide opposite 
to the crater formed by the exp! :'>slon of the 30th of 
December, which had rumed the upper defences 

The workmg party at the head of the sap was attacked, 
and work somewhat delayed. No. XIX. breachlOg battery 
for nine 24-pounder" was completed. 

No XXIII. for fivf! 8-mch howltzer'3 (Bengal) com­
menced, to as'3lst 111 breachmg the curtam at the north-east 
front commenced. No XX extended to the:' left for four 
more guns The sap had now reached the crest of the 
glacl'> at the r.orth-east angle of the fort. A cavalier for il 
guard of 30 men was constructed here, and the sap continued 
to the left parallel to and 30 feet from the edge of the 
ditch The guard m the cavalier were kept on the look~ 
out by occa'310nal discharges of brick-bats from the bastiOu 
opPJjite The breaching. battery No XIX. opened ~i~' 
good effect. At this period of the siege the enemy stm\t 
some of our shells back to us. 

W idenmg and repairing trenches and batteries. 
No XXIII. and magazme completed. Position for It.w'(); 

10~inch mortars (Bombay) prepared on the left o(\,,~. 
xv:n Three shafts were sunk in the trench, GP~W 
the north~east breach to blow in the counter-sea.rtl. • .' ~, 
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breaching battety No. XXIf., on the town side (Bengal), 
was armed, and another, No. XXV, for two 8-inch howlt­
zer~ to assist It wac; traced out during the mght. The fire 
of No. XXI. was efficIent, thelt nf the enemy'., guns every­
where was becommg sIlent. 

~o. XXIII armed. A. '>ap commenced from No. XXV 
acrOSS the e<;planade to the edge of thc ditch opposIte the 
south saltent ba ... tion. Mmes on the right completed. 
2nd-Lieutenant C T Graham, H A , wa'> badly wounded 
in the breaching battery He dlcd on the 4th of February. 

The mme'> at the north-ed"t dnglc were exploded at 
6.30 this morning They had been charged each with 
900 lbs. of powder, and the de<;ccnt mtc. thc dItch \Va'> 
qUIte practIcable, though the ..,carp \Va') not completely 
laid open. SIxty yard" of the lodgment on the crest of the 
glacl'J were destroyed. Captall1 Abcrcromble, Engmeer 
on duty, consldcr(.J the breach here practIcable 

On the cltY'>lde the ~ap was.carned dcm,," the e"plallade 
to Within twenty-four feet of the ditch. 

Battery No. XXIV for two 24-pounder hOWItzers and 
two 9-pounder guns to sweep the breach and it'> defence., 
at the north-cast was commenced 111 lhe trench, and com­
pleted by daybreak No XXVI. for two tl-inch ho',,,itlen, 
to breach the raOl1l scarp under the great breach \Va., pre 
pared 10 the trench on the right of No XXIV 

On the city ~Ide the sap wa<; carned forward durmg the 
night. 2nd-Lieutenant Gulliver was scverely wounded. 
The practicability of the breach on thi'i .'>Ide wa" proved, 
a horse was seen walking down from the c;ummit of the 
breach in the lOner wall, and then to the bottom of tq,at in 
the outer wall. 

Batteries for Nos XXIV. dl1d XXVI. armed. The 
pieces intended for the former were part of the Bombay 
Field Battery, and were driven at mght along the trench 
dQ'Se to the t.a.ttery, where they were unhmbered and the 
Iottc$ With limbers taken back. The 8-inch howitzer .. of 
Xd;' XXVI. Opened \wrth great effect, as also a IO-inch 

N 

1849. 
!nlluary 16th. 

January 17th. 

January 18th. 

January 19th. 

! anuary 201\.1. 
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placed so as to breach th£' south face of the raoni scarp 
near No. XXV., with a plunging fire and char~ of 2 Ibs. 
8 oz. 

The howitzer batter} No XXV made a good breach in 
the raoni 'icarp Lieutenant J. Thompson, who had behavf'd 
throughout with exemplary zeal, while incautLOusly watch­
ing the effect of hi., fire, wa5 mortally wounded by a 
matchlock-ball, and died m the evelllng 

Everything wa.:; now ready for a !>torm Mulraj had on 
the 5th been in commu11lcation wIth Major Edwardes, but 
an unconditIonal 'iurrender \\ as demar.ded Nothing 
further was heard from him ttll the 19th, when another 
message was received from hIm by General WhI,>h, who in 
reply fixed the following morninG" a'> the time when he ex­
pected him to surrender No an..,wer being rec('ned, orders 
were given for the assault on the mormng of the 22nd. 
The fort was a rum, there wa!> no hope for the !>urvivor~ of 
the garrison, who were de!>erting, and Mulraj gave himself 
up The garnson, between 3,000 and 4,000, came out, and 
surrendered their arm'> as the columns told off for the 
storm filed through the Daulat gate 

The second part of the sIege had lasted for 27 days, and 
its detall~ were carried out !>tnctly m accordance with 
the scientIfic prinCiples which expenence had laId down. 
Major SIddons remarks that the Eng1l1eer'i' works were 
probably too much in advance of the ArtIllery, which a 
more active enemy might have taken advantage of. The 
Artillery practice, he says, was most excellent, and the 
exerbons of officers and men indefatigable. The wal\s 
were mo'>tly of mud or of brick and mud, and some parts 
breached were defective, a mere facing over the old wall ; 
here tqe solid shot brought down large masses. But in 
.. ounder places the shot buried theIT'selve'i, while the 8- and 
IO-inch ~hell., acted as small mines, exploding within the 
earth with better effect. 

Major Siddons also remarks upon the valuable service 
rendered to the gunners by Lieutenant A. Taylor in-charge 
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of the Bengal Engineers' park. in supplying mantlets 
for the embrasures of 4-~nch planks hung upon roughly­
squared uprights of palm-tree and fixed to the throat" 
of the embrasures. His mechanical aptitude enabled him 
to prepare numerous contrivances for facilitating 'iiege 
operations, and hie; park was quite a show 

As Lieutenant Newall remarks in a memorandum ap­
pended to Major Siddons' journal of the 'iiege. the Bengal 
Artillerymen were so few that the battery duties could 
not be performed without mdentlOg" on the servIce''> of the 
Hor.,e Artillery, The Bombay gunner., IikewI<;e had to 
be assisted in thclr battene~ by sailor'i from the Indus 
flotilla. Notwlthstandmg the constant strain of work. both 
ordnance and carnages stood it well, and the withdrawal 
of pieces from battery occurred se1domer than might have 
been expected. The supply of Engmeer'i' "tores wa., mo<;t 
ample, which Wde; due to the foresight of Major R. Napier, 
and while the <;iegc in its conduct and term1l1atlon re­
flected the highest credit on the two ordnance 'l("rviccs, 
no less should be awarded to the Infantry, who worked 
with mdefatlgable zeal m the trenchc'i, and to the ~harc 
which Major Edwarde'i, General Van C:ortlandt, and Llcu­
tenant Lake with their 'lubaltern~ and mcn Lor" In the 
reduction of the fortress. 

1849. 
January 
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APPENDIX. 
NOTE A. 

Officels of the Bengal Artillery who .,erved at the ~lege of 
Multan. 
MUJol-Genl W. S. Whish, en. 
Major H. Garbett 
Major E. F. Day 
Lieutenant P. Chn&tJe 

4th Troop 1St Brtgade H A 
Bt Major M. Mackenzie 
LII:!utenant J. Mill 
Lieutenant J. W. Swmhoe 
LIeutenant A. Bunny 
2nd-Lieutenant C T Graham 

2nd Lleut ]. Y Worthington 
ASbl~tant-Surgeon J) McRae 

4th Troop 3rd Brtgade H.A 
CaPtaIn J. Ander~on 
Lieutenant G MOll 

Lieutenant F Alexander 
Lieutenant H FrancIs 
Lieutenant R. Mecham 
Al>~l ·Surg G. }<. Thompson, 

MD. 
2nd Company 2nd Batt. 

Captam J. H. Damel 
Lieutenant W. K. Fook., 
Lieutenant J. F Raper 
2nd-Lieutenant W. F Quayle 
Asst.-Surgeon G. C. Rankm 

3rti Company 3rd Batt. 
Captain E. P Ma.ter 
Lieutenant D J. F Newall 
Lieutenant F R. De Bude 
2nd-L1eutenant M. C. Sankey 
Asst.-Surg. Haldane Stewart 

4/h Company 3rd Batt. 
Lieutenant W. Miller 
Lieutenant J. Thompson 
Lieutenant a. P. Bishop 
2nd-Lieutenant J. Hunter 
znd.-LietJtenant F. C. SImons 

DIJi.gnu~ 
:u.uteaant W. Hay .... .. 
~JI'l'':.. \ ~ ,!u~"~~ E. w. Day ... 

Commandmg the 1< orce 
Commandlllg H A. 
Commandlllg F.A. 
Comnu'>l>ary of Ordnance. 

Reduced 1862. 

Bngade Major 

DOIng dut} from 3-3 H.A 
Vied 4th uf J<eb of wound". 

')1 h lI:lOlt1llolti Ratler; 

Quarterma~ter I·.A. 

Domg duty from 3-2 F.A. 
In medical charge .F A. 

14th Co SIIII/hem DlZ/lSt(J1l 

Adjutant 1· A 

36J11 .held Battery 

Killed m battery, 21St of Jan . 

From Malwa Contlllgent Arty. 
From I-I }t' A 
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NOTE B. 

Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served at the Siege of 
Multan. 
Major J. S Leeson 
Lieut. W. Stevenson 
Captam T. W Hicks 
2nd-LJeut H T B Berthon 

3"d Troop H.A. 
Brevet-Major C. Blood 
Lieut. G. J. Lightfoot 
Lieut D. McDougall 

2nd Company ISt Batt. 
Lieut J. B. Woosnam 
Lieut. A. Crawford 
2nd-Lleut. W. H. Anderson 

4th Company 2nd Batt 
Captain B. BaIley Oil 

Lleut. J. T. Kelr 

lSt Company 4tft Batt 
Captam S. Turnbull 
2nd-Lieut. D. G Anderson 

2nd Company 4th Batt. 
Lleut J. Hamllton 
2nd-LJeut. A A Bayly 

Asst.-Surg T S. Shekleton 
Asst.-Surg. F J Shinhausen t 

Commanding, 
Brigade-Major. 
Commissary of Ordnance. 
Asst. Field En~meer. 

Q,R.HA. 
2nd-Lieut. A. Blunt 
2nd-Lteut. C. E Cotes 

15th Reid Batt. 
211J-Lt. W. H J Henderson 
2nd-Lieut. J H. Reid 

55th FuM Batt. 
2nd-Lieut. J. Shekleton 
2nd-Lieut. P. D Marett 

2nd-Lieut. C E. Allom 

2nd-Lieut. T. W. Graham 
2nd-Lleut. T B Heathorn 

I Asst -Surg F. W Clay 
Asst.-Surg. H. J. Wilmot 

NOTE C 
Lieutenant G G Pearse, Madras Artillery, served at the siegt' of 

Multan. He bad been appbmted ASSistant Field Engmeer under 
Major Napier. In December, 1848, he "as appomted to com­
mand the Daudputra,Arullery, and served With them througbout 
the rest of the siege. After thIS he was sent to aSSIst Lieutenant 
Reynell Taylor at the sIege of Lakki. For some years subsequently 
he was employed In the Punjab as an ASSIstant Commissioner 

• Died 8th June of wounds in action. 
t Proceeded in charge or.lde to Bombay. 



NOTE n. 
Officers of tht:: Bengal Engineers who served at the SIege of 

Multan. 

Colonel 
Brevet·MaJor 

Captam 

" 
Lieu;~nant 

" 

" 2nd·Lleut. 

" 

" 

" 

J Cheape, C B 
R Napier" . 
W AbercrombH * 
J. R We.tern 
H. 'whlon." 
J. H Maxwell* 
E. J Lake" 
p. <;arforth " 
G W. W. Fulton 
A. Taylor" 
A. Fra,cr" 
C.~. Paton" 
T. G. Glover" 
II. Hyde 
R. Young" 
F. C t;nndall '" 
W. W H (;reathcd" 
\'> ':->. \))1pnant .. 
H \V GullIver' 
l Pollard" 
C. T. !,tcwart 
F R. Maun_ell 
11.. W. (,arnett 
D.C.Home 
B. M. Hutchm,ol1 

Bn~adler and Chief 
Chief Engmeer, ~fultan. 

CI\IJ EmploYI Punjab. 
Hngade·]\ r ajar 

NOTE E. 
E"pendlture of AmmunitIOn at the ~Iege of Multan 111 Letter 

No. II6r, Calcutta, 6th December, 1865, AclJutant·Gcnpral to 
<7overnment of IndIa. From the Records of the Office uf 
Exammer Ordnance Accounts. 

~--

}( OUM .SluJt 
1
1

\ 

Cal(a'i.s. 
24-pounder .• 6,100 g·mch 150 
I8-pounder 7,700 

Iii 
s~-mch 300 

9-pounder 267 4j-mch 8 
6.pounder 1,250 (.'O/liI/101l Sf,ell 

:1 
IO'lnch 4,000 
8-mch 12,086 

Case 51-mch .. 4,208 
" 168 H)·inch 200 I 4i-mch 

g·inch 302 " ,\pl,encal Cast! : 
~.pounder ... 737 8-mch 528 

1 -pounder. 600 24-pounder 1,01 4 
1;Z·pounder " 57 IS·pounder 854 
9 ptlUnder 206 9'pounder . 438 
o.pounder ., 275 6.pounder 7°5 

iIl,B".-The above~~;W;;;edletter doe,,> not state wheth-; ;h~ 
re~ includes Bombay Expendlture or not. 

iI> Setv~ In the first part of the siegf 



Cuo,l\lI '>, I \H t..l 01 I {O, III I I II _--( avaIr} t\cllOn II R.41111HIg'l.r- DhPO"1 
tlOn oj t\rllllel}-Ihtl!e of .... 'It!ulapUl-BTlg,u]mg of the folllly-Halt 
at Hel.ln- \(h '\nc~ to <.. hllJanll ala-lhttJe-J<.cmuk, on It-I ntlenched 
p'''ltlOn~ tuken llP-"'II,h, ubandOll ]{asl1l-(>. neml Whl,h Jom.,-AUo! 
ment of Battene, III the LIIlf"-Buttk -,f ('l1;ara'-bllbert\ pur~U1t of 
the "l"h~-"'urnndet of lheIr (,un, and Arm,-Genuu! \\h~elcr's f"rce 
III the Jullundur Doah 

1848 WHILl<" Sher SlI1gh wa.., encamped under the wall!> of 
Multan a declared lebel, and the !>tIll untaught warnol..,of 
the Khdl..,d-JI \\ele 'imellll1g the battle afar and near, In 

the ('ouncil Chamber of Calcutta the gate!> of Janu'i were 
being opened wlde "They \'cUlt war, and on my honour 
they!>hall ha\ e It,' '>ald Lord DalhoU'>le dt the Barrackpore 
banquet. A le5'ion had ~oon to be learned, co!=.tly to the 
ma..,ter!> c\'i \\ ell a<, to the 'icholar5 On the 13th of October 
the first g~\leral order appeared formmg the "Army of 
the Punj~b." It" detail wa.., con"lderably altered after the 
action at Ramnagar Troop" "elc mo.ved rapidly up. 
BrigadIer-General CUleton, C 13, cro!>sed the Ravl on 
the 2nd of November wIth a small fOlce to covel Lahore, 
threatened by the md.raudtng troop" In front of Sher Singh 
coming up from M ultan. The SIkh regiments from Mannu 
had signah'ied their revolt by the murder of their Comman­
dant, Colonel John Holmes, and the Malik Fateh Khan 
Towana. whom Ed",arde'> had left III charge. The whole 
Punjab was up 111 arms. General (ureton',> force only con­
si'>ted of H.M 3rd and 14th Light Dragoons, 5th and 8th, 
Light Cavalry, 12th Irregulars, the 2nd European Regiment, 

Novembt:r. and 70th NJ The Artillery consi'>ted of the 1st an.:;i 
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znd Troops 3rd (Captain Warner and Lieut.-Colonel 
Lane), the 4th Troop 2nd Brigade (Captain Duncan) of 
Horse Artillery, and the J'>t Company 1st Battalion, No 
10 H.F.B. (Captam E. G. Austin) 

The force advanced to Saharan, about ten miles from 
Ramnagar, on the Chenab, where the Sikh army was. Sir 
Joseph Thackwell, with PennycUlck\ and Pcnny'~ brigades 

A( flO" 01- R \ 't" \(~AR 

of Infantry, were at Nohl\vala, about three mIle'> to Cureton's 
left rear. 

Lord Gough left Lahore on the 16th and jomed the 
army. At 3 am. on the 22nd he left cam» with a .,trong Nov. undo 
force to reconnoitre their po.,ition. All the above-men-
tioned regiments and batterie,> went with him, except 
Captain Duncan's Troop, replaced by Capt am Dawe.,' 
Field Battery (No. 17 srd Company 1st Hattahon); and 
H.M.'s 61st, the 30th and 46th ~.I. The r\'!st of the force 
in camp kn~w nothirg of this until they had gone. 

The Cavalry and Horse Artillery went forward at an 
increased pace. Ort approaching Ramnagat the Sikhs were 
seen retiriQg towards the river. There was a short expanse 
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of hard ground, lj.nd then an abrupt descent into the wide 
expanse of heavy sand near the river-bed. Ddwn into 
this went the guns, the horses already feeling the 'effect of 
the pace at whIch they had come along, '" and before long 
Lieut.-Colonel Grant ordered them to come mto action. 
The SIkhs had crossed the rh er, on the further high bank 
of whIch were ~everal battene,", armed with guns Qurs 
at first came Into actIOn c!o.,e to the enclo~ing ba'1k of the 
river bed, but a Staff Officer dIrected Lieutenant Cookes 
(lst-3rd) to get hi'> gun" down, and advance them close to 
the water's edge, whIch was done The other guns followed. 
Here the ground was naturdlly ,",oft. The SIkh gun'> on 
the hIgh bank were ~creened from ob..,ervation, whtle ours 
were completely exposed After ~everal round~ of <;hot, ~hell 
and ~hrapnel, they were ordered to hmber up and retire to 
a better posItIOn. Captal11 Warner'~ Battery had lately 
been placed on an expenmental modIficatIon of the detacf,­
ment <;ystem, and his spare men having harnessed horsc~ 
he wa" able to add to hl~ team'> Movmg qUIckly was im­
possIble, and 10 ~urmountl11g the bank, one of Colonel 
Lane's gun<; and two of hl~ wagon., were stuck m the soft 
muddy sand. The horse:. were unequal to extncatmg them. 
The hostile fire increa~ed 111 inten~ity, and the enemy began 
recrossmg the river. General Colin Campbell with hu. 
Staff came up after the hor<;es had been unhooked, and a. 
second attempt wa" made, but 1I1effectually The order to 
abandon them was gIven t Lieutenant Clifford went down 
and spIked the gun. When the Hor~e Artillery fir<;t were 
coming mto action, Lord Gough ordered a .,quadron of the 

• They had come, Lieut.-Colonel Glant'~ report ~ays, under 
orders, at utmost speed, which BrigadlCr Brooke properly said should 
have meant theIr bemg brought mto action In the possess 1011 olthe 
phYSIcal strength of men and horses ' 

t Brigadier Brooke, wnting to General Tt:nnant,!1ald that an effOrt 
mIght have been made to tfY some other spot, where the bank WiI.S 
less precIpitous, and the ground harder. It would have been done out 
for the depth to whIch the wheels had ~unk. Gunner F. A. Ping, who 
rode the off centre horse of the gun, told me all that could be done 
then was tried. N early an Qour elapsed before it was iinallr. 'aban-
doned (Lieutenant Tombs 111 Brigadier Brooke's Journal). ~-



RE1\{ARKS. 

3t'd Light Dragoons to clear the left side of the river 
Lieutenant H A. Ouvry wab sent. Somewhat further 
down, a long bank rose like an I"land In the level 'land 
Between this and the nvel the "1uadron 'lwept, scatterlOg 
all ,>tragglers, and pa%ing under the fire of '>ome battcric!> 
as they went along and round the I'll and back to hi., 
regIment. 

Then the SIkhs beg-an rc<;:ros<;lI1g 10 numbers and making 
a defiant show Lieut - (' olonel Havelock, 14th Light 
Dragoons, asked permls'>lon to charge, but Lord Gough 
refused. It was not hl<; object to bring on an action 
Colonel Havelock pre'>sed hI'> reque~t. and obtained a re­
luctant a<;<;ent Havelod., leadIng the 14th and 'lupported 
by the 5th L c., da'ihed on The C'nemy now were very 
numerou,>. Lord Gough saw the error, and de.,ired to 
recall him Thl'> WdS undertaken by BrigadIer-General 
Cureton, but a~ he 'vent, a SIkh conc.e,deo In one of the 
nullahs inter<;ectlllg- the '>andy plain, took WIth a match­
lock-ball the life of the best Cavalry "oldler 10 the army 
The Dragoons went on dnd out of .,Ight, they dl'>appeared 
among the Sikh hor'iemen, and when they rallIed again, It 
was WIth greatly dimll1l<;hed numb'ers and Without their 
Colonel HI" body wa'> not found tIll the 2nd of Jdllu:trv. 

Lord Gough ha'i been severely critlcl'>ed for having un­
nece'isanlyallowed hImself to be drawn into a fight Much 
has been laid to the ImpetuosIty of a CeltIC temperament. 
This 'lame impetuo'>lty i'i not .,0 b,td a qualtty in a "oldier. 
Sir J Tennant. in a private letter on an article 111 the 
Calcutta Revt'ew, thu'i defend'l hi<; chicf -

" .. No General can be blamed for the conduct of 
@thers when hIS plan" are not u'lflled out. A~ far a~ I know, 
J..ot'd Gough I'> nearly blameless for the affaJr at Ramnuggur, 
where poor Cureton was killed He had been mformed that the 
Setkh army w;1S tn forf~ on our sIde of the Chemib at Ramnuggur, 
and thought It necessary to look out WIth a strong detachment, 
chieffy Cavalry So lIttle Idea had he of a battle, that the main 
army was left behmd in camp, and he, I beheve, meant to return 
ti:j it to br~{ast." 
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The effect of the day's u-ork was to confine the Sikhs 
entirely to the right bank of the Chemtb. 

The siege-train was on its way up. Colonel Tennant on 
the 1st of November requested Major Abbott to have 48 
piece'> equipped, but in a memorandum of the 12th to 
Colonel Huthwaite, he say,> he had reduced the number to 
34 on account of the want of cattle Colonel Tennant had 
also obtamed the sanction of the Commander-in-Chief for 
the equipment of three heavy batterie~ wIth elephant and 
bullock draft a<; batterie" of po<;ition, of three guns and one 
howitzer each, which was done. Rut the number of pieces 
which joined the army wa" only 23 These were: 18-
pounder guns, SIX, 24-pounder gun;, two, 8-inch howit­
zers, four, 8-1l1ch mortar~, eight, 5t-Inch mortar'l, three; 
they Joined on the 27th of November 

Colonel James Tennant had been app01l1ted to command 
the Artillery with the army He had "een much serviGC 
in hI'> early days, and had hdd the office of A'lslstant· 
Adjutant-General from Ig24 to 1835 He had never be­
longed to " the mounted branch," but held a high character 
as a SCIentific officer, and for his acquaintance with all 
questions of matlnel cmd equipment. 

The first dIstnbution of the Artillery made by Bngadier­
General Tennant was as follow5 '--

With the Cavalry DIvision l~t, 2nd, and 4th Troops 
3rd Bngade H.A, under Lieut.-Colonel C. Grant, Lieu­
tenant J. Mill, Staff Officer. 

With the 1st Infantry DIvbion 4th Troop 1st Brigade 
H.A., under Major H. Garbett (at Multein), Lieutenant 
E. Kaye, Staff Officer, when MultAn should have faUen. 

With the 2nd Infantry Division I'>t and 3rd Companies 
1st Battalion, Nos. IO and 17 Field Battene-., Major J. L. 
Mowatt. 

With the 3rd Infantry Division: 2nd and 3rd Companies 
7th Battalion (Native), Nos. 5 and 6 Field Batteries, Major 
R. Horsford 

With the Reserve Field Artillery under Brigadil!r G. 
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Brooke, c.B.: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Troops 2nd Brigade 
H.A., Lieut.~r:olonel F. Brind , Lieutenant C. V. Cox, Staff 
Officer. 

Lord Gough now determmed to detach a force to cro.!>,> 
the Chenab higher up and turn the Slkh. flank. The nearest 
ford, Ghari ka Patan, wac; only eight milec; distant, that of 
Rani Khan, thirteen; the next practicable one, thirty miles 
off at Wazlrabad. 

For a front attack, heavy batteries under Captain Sir 
R C. Shakec;pear and Lif!utenant H. P. de TeiS.!>ier were 
thrown up within range of the enemy The Field Batterie ... 
of Cap tams Dawec; and Miles were in 'iupport The pontoon­
train was in readiness to be thrown acros~ the river For 
some days an exchange of shots took place. 

The force detached under Major-General Sir Joseph 
Thackwell con.!>lsted of five regiment'> of Cavalry undel 
Brigadier Michael White, Pennycuick'.!>, Hoggan's, and 
Eckford's Brigade ... of Infantry under Bngadier-General 
Colin Campbell, and the following ArtlIIery -

Liellt.~Colonel C. Grant, Commanding, Lieutenant G H 
Clifford, Staff Officer. 

Horse Artillery, 1st Troop 2nd Brigade, Captain A 
Huish, 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade, Major E Christie, 1st 
Troop 3rd Brigade, Captain Warner. 

Field Batterie.!>, Major R. Horsford, 1st Company 1st 
Battery No 10, Captam E G. AU'itin, 3rd Company 7th 
Battery NO.5, Captain Kinleslde, two IS-pounderc;, 
Lieutenant Robertson. 

It moved off at daybreak on the 1st, and got to Ranni 
Khan Ke Patan at 9. Here ThackweII found a body of 
Sikhs watching, the scout!>, perhap'i, of a larger force 
Brigadier~General Campbell was for returning, but Sir 
Joseph, follow;ng hi~ instructions, moved on to Wazirabad, 
where Lieutenant J. Nicholson, 27th N.L, with his Pathan 
Hwsc, had dollected seventeen boats. Captain Baird Smith 
of the Engineers was there. Crossing one of these Punjab 
rivera is ue c:hild's play, but his exertions for the whole 

December. 
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force, and Lieut.-Colonel Grant's t:nergy for h,is guns, 
smoothed all difficulties. Brigadier Pennycuick's~ brigade 
got over the same evening; Brigadier Eckford's got half 
way, and by 2 pm. next day all had crossed except the 
heavy guns and pOQtoon-trcLIll, \\ hlch were sent back with 
the 12th Irregular Ca valr),. Thc force then formed line to 
the left and reached Dharuwala at dusk. 

Next mornmg, after gomg SIX milc~, a me;,'iage from Lord 
Cough told Thackwell that Bngadler Godby would join him 
dt the Ghan ford, ~o he kept 111 touch With the nver and 
halted near four villages ;,urrounded With fields of tall sugar­
cane and dhdk. While the men WC:re taking 'lome refre"h­
ment, the Sikh force m front opcned fire Sir J Thackv1ell's 
order., were not to fight If po..,..,lble hll Godby's brIgade had 
Joined, and he retired a very short distance upon the village 
I)f Sadulapur and then repiIed. 

The attack began at one o'clock in front and on both 
flanks Major Chn;,tie';, Troop was '>cnt to Join the Cavalry 
on the nght ~upportcu by the 3rd Light Dragoons, he 
advanced fm ahout 800 Ydrds, coming into actIOn at inter­
vals, and dnving the p\1emy back In every direction He 
mentioned With commendation hi;' ;,ubalterns Le G. Bruce, 
C. Cook worthy, W. A. Mylnc, and A. DarlIng. Captam 
Warner's Tnop was 'icnt to the extreme left, and came 
mto actIOn under d heavy fire of JlI1gab and guns. The 
3 1<;t N.l. had been obliged to throw bach. it;, left wing to 
meet the threatened attack, but the Artillery fire kept the 
enemy bach. An officer of the 36th N.I. thu" describes 
It ---

., . \ large body of Gurcharras thlcatened to turn our left flank. 
Warner'~ Troop was sent from the nght along the rear, and COmL':'Ig 
up With them, It appeared to me they rode right mto them. I was 
~ent to protect the General Hospital With my cumpany, and had 
a good view of the da .. hmg style Warner brought hiS Troop mto 
action. He poured m grape among the huge mass with ~ 
effect, a.nd away they all Hkedaddled m\lch faster than they came. 
I thmk thiS was the turmng-pomt of the battle, and after the retreat 
of the Gurcharras the whole hne retlred " • 

" Colonel C. J. Godby (36th N.I.) to author. 
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On the right of the Infantry Captain Austin, with his 
four guns, was !>ent to sllPport Captain Huish against a 
superior number of the enemy's Artillery. Our fire told 
with marked effect Captam Austin and Lieutenant]. E. 
Watson were both wounded, the fonner severely. 

The action lasted nearly four hours, .Arttllery against 
Artillery, and the enemy, beaten at all point!>, retired Had 
Lord Gough crossed at once, and the enemy been actively 
followed up, their guns would probably have been captured 
They withdrew from their position oppo>.ite Ramnagar 
the same day, and Sir W GIlbert wa>. '>ent with two regi­
ment>. of Cavalry and '>ome Horse Artillery to co-operate 
with Thackwell, who encamped at Helan.'" Lord Gough 
crossed on the 18th, finally taking up a position near Loha 
Tibbi, east of HeLin 

Among the troop" left at Ramnagar wa.., No 6 Field 
Battery. General Tennant had been obliged to transfer 
sixty-five of Captain Mile~' horses to No 10 to take the 
place of a lIke number reported unfit for V>0l'k. His cor­
respondence at this time contains some <;trongly-worded 
passages regarding the neglected condition of these bat­
teries, who~e captall1~ had often before appealed for better 
treatment. 

The Artillery portIOn of the drmy, a'l now brigaded, 
stood as follow!>, M ultan batteries omitted' -

GEl\ERAL ARMY STAFF.-Lieutenant E H ]ohn'>on, 
~.J.AG., Ensign unattached, S. Dougla,>, Baggage-ma.,ter, 
Sergeant-Major S. Budd, 2nd BrIgade 1 I A., Provost-Mar­
'lhal. 

AR'PLLERY DIVISION STAFF.-Brigadier-GeneralJ.Ten­
nant; Lieutenant H A. O!pher-ts, AD c.. Bt.-C aptain J. 
Abercombie, D.A.A G.; Lieutemmt H. Tomb!>.D A.Q M.G .• 
Captain C. Hogge, Commissary of Ordnance 

HORSE ARTILLER Y.-Brigadier G. BrOOke, c.B. ; Lleu~ 
tenant C. V. Cox, Brigade-Major . 

.. Heylab or Hillah In dIspatches 
o 2 


