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PREFACE

HAVING now completed the last part of this history, it
1s with pleasure that [ record my thanks to all thosc
who have assisted me in compihing it. The India Office,
where the officials have most kindly afforded me every
mformation and facility for examuning records, etc, the
various Departments under the War Office to which 1
have had occasions to refer, the Accountant-General’s
and the other Government Offices in Calcutta , the Royal
Artillery Staff of the three Presidencies in India—all
have accorded me every possitble aid  Especially [ wish
to tender my thanks to the Counail of the Royal Artillery
Institution and my brother officers of the regiment fo
their hiberal and ready assistance, and for much informa
tion elsewherc unobtainable Many officers and the rela-
tives of others now deceased have been kind enough to
entrust me with journals and letters of the greatest
interest, and [ hope that in endeavourmmg to describe
events as they happened I have made a judicious use of
these materials, esperially those received from other
branches of the service.

Many yecars ago the late Major-(;;encral E. Kaye, C B,
drew up for me accounts of the fAfghan and both Sikh
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Wars, recording his own experiences, and as he was on
the Regimental Staff in both the latter campaigns, they
were of the greatest value. His lamented death deprived
me of a like account of the Siege of Delhi and some of
the operations in Oudh in 1858,

This work does not pretend to be more than a sketch
of the events it records. The part about organization
and equipment might easily have been expanded into a
volume of itself. It has, indeed, been abbreviated from
what | had written many years ago But it may be a
contribution to history, and it is to be hoped will be found
a reasonably accurate one

June, 1895 FwWS
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HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY.

CHAPTER L
AFGHAN WAR—INVASION—I1838-1839

FormanioNn anxp CowmpostrioN ot IFarce —Bengal Actillery—Bombay
Artillery—Assembly of Bengal Troops al Ferozepore—Reduction of
the Force—Bengal Column—Bombay Column—Reserve Force-—5Stkh
Contingent—Interview of the Governor-General and Ranpt bingh at
Fevozepore—March to Sukkur--Order Regaiding 4th Troop 3rd Bri
gade—Nlarch to Quetta-——To Kandahar—Ialt— Major Tadd's Mission
to 1Jerat—March to Ghazm—Its Capture—Fhght and Pursuit of Dost
Muhamad—Kabul—Order of Durami Empre—Retuin to India of
Part of the Force Sir John Keane by Punjab, General Willshire by
Quetta—Kalat Stormed and Taken.

WHEN Lord Auckland, Govesser-General of India, decided
on the fatal experiment of dethroning the Amir Dost Mu-
hamad and restoring Shah Shuja to the sovereignty of
Kabul, which he had three tumes unsuccessfully tried to
regain, he did not contemplate that it was to be effected
only by a British Army. But an inevitable necessity comn
pelled him to organise a larger force than had ever before
crossed the frontiers of India. Part of the onginal pro-
gramme was the formation in India of a contingent called,
with even lees than diplomatic truth, “ Shah Shuja’s own
troops.”

This contingent consisted of 6,000 men, under command
of Major-General F. H. Simpson, two regiments of Cavalry,
five of Infantry, and two troops of Horse Artillery. The
unpopularity of the scrvice in our own territories was
evident. Government 4 per cent. paper fell from 2 tog
per cent. discount. Hostile reports came from Nipal;

symptoms of discontent appeared in Bandelkhand ; and
B

1838



2 HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY

1838. the‘disturbances in the district of Jhansi were serious
enough to call for the employment of a regular force.
Captain W Anderson was employed in raising at Delhi
and Meerut the two troops of Native Horse Artillery
under Lieutenants G L. Cooper and F. Turner,* and no
less than thirty-five deserttons were reported in one day at
the last-mentioned station, wherc they were undergoing
instruction. And though Captain Anderson’s energy
finally overcame the difficulties he encountered, the troops
were not ready when the army for Afghanistan assembled
at Ferozepore on the 2g9th of November
This force consisted of a Brigade of Cavalry and two
Divisions of Infantry., The Artillery were —
Brigadier C Graham, C B, Commanding
Major P. L. Pew
Bt.-Captain ] B Backhouse, Brigade-Major.
Captain E F Day, Commissary of QOrdnance
52 FI‘\I A_B"“' 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade H.A | Captain C. Grant
22Dep Dwv.  3rd Troop 2nd Brigade H A, Captain J Alexander
13Co S Dwv.  3rd Company 2nd Battese No. 5 H F.B,t Captan T. tﬁy
Sanders.
351d Ba.  4th Company 2nd Battess Captamn II Garbett.
2nd Company 6th Battess (Native) No 6 Camel F B, ‘
Captain A Abbott.
Along with this force another was sent from Bombay
under command of Lieut.-Gencral Sir John Keane, K.C B,
G C.H,, a Bngade of Cavalry and a Division of Infantry.
The Artillery were —
Brigadier T. Stevenson, Commanding
Captain W. M Coghlan, Brigade-Major,
Licutenant J. B. Wousnam, Aide-de-Camp.
Bt -Capta.in R. Warden, Commissary of Ordnance,
Qs ILA. 3rd Troop H.A,, Captain J. H. M. Martin.

* (5 G.0, 13th September.

+ Draft had only just been changed from bullocks to horses
Diners had pot been supphed when the order to jom the force
arrived



ASSEMBLY AT FEROZEPORE. 3

4th Troop H.A., Captain T. E. Cotgrave,

ist Company 2nd Batﬂ,Mulc Battery,* Captain T.
J. Pontardent.

2nd Company 2nd Batb@’ Horse Battery, Captain
Lloyd.

1st Company Golanddz.

On the arrival at Ferozepore of the troops forming the
Bengal Column, they learned that the Persian Army, foiled
in its attempt upon Herat by the gallantry of one man,
Lieutenant Eldred Pottinger, of the Bombay Artillery, and
tardily yielding to thc represcentations of Mr MeNeill,
British Minister at the Persian Court, had raised the siege
of that place and retwred on Tcheran The ostensible
reason for the expedition was removed, but the Governor-
General did not relinguish his intention of replacing Shah
Shuja on the throne of Kabul. The Army of the Indus,
on the Bengal side, was reduced by General Duncan’s
Division, which remained at Ferozepore as a reserve.
Captain Alexander's Troop and Captain Sanders’ Battery
were attached to it, and Colonel C Graham, an cxcellent
and experienced Horse Artilleryman, gave over charge of
xheﬂ Artillery to Major Pew. .Captain Anderson, as before
mentioned, not being prepared to move, Captamn H.
Timings’ Native Troop (4th-3rd H.A.), un the escort of the
Governor-General, was directed to proceed with General
Simpson. Its place on the cscort was taken by Captain
Nicholl's Troop (1st-1st), (G O.C.C, 31st October), des-
tined not long afterwards to shed a halo of glory 1ound
the greatest disaster that ever happened to our Arms.

The force as now (G O.C.C., 27th November) constituted
was brigaded as follows —

BENGAL COLUMN
Cavalry.

Brigadie: R. Arnold, C.B., 16th l.ancers, Commanding.

H.M. 16th Lancers, 2nd and 3rd Light Cavalry Detach-
ment, 1st (Skinnes’s) and 4th Local Horse.

* See Note C, Appendix to this Chapter.

Reanedi vhy
edu 1
B. a1, R, A«
Reduced ¥

7 CE Div.

1838.
November.

K-C,R.HA,
Reduced 1879



1838.
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fufantry.
Major-General Sir W. Cogon, K.CB, KCH,, Com-
mahding
Ist Brigade - Brigadier R*Sale, C.B, H.M t3th L.I.;
16th and 48th N.I.
2nd Brigade . Major-General W, Nott, 31st, 42nd, and
43rd N.1L
4th Brigade: Brigadier A Robeits, Bengal European
Regiment, 35th and 37th N L.
Engnecrs
Captain G. Thomson, Commanding two Companies
Sappers.
Avrtellery
Details given above.
There was no siege-train worthy of the name—merely
four 18-pounder and four 1ron g-pounder guns , two 8-inch
and two §i-inch mortars  Also two spare field howitzers

BoMiav CoLuwvN
Cavalry
Brigadier Bentham Sandwith, 1<t I.ight Cavalry, Com-
manding
Two Squadrons HM 4th Light Dragoons, 1st Light
Cavalry, and Poonah Horse

Infantry.
Major-General T Willshire, C B, Commanding.
H'M 2nd Queen’s Royals, 17th Regiment,and 19th N.I.

Engineers.

Captain A. C. Peat, Commanding.

Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant F. Wemyss.

In addition to these two Columns, a reserve force was
sent from Bombay to Sind under Brigadier T. Vahant,
HM 4oth, thrce regiments N.I, and the f{following
Artaillery -

Major G W Gibson, Commanding

Lieutenant G Hutt, Adjutant.

Bt.-Captain E. A, Farquharson, Commissary of Ordnance,
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3rd Company Ist Battery, Captain W. Brett.

sth Company Golanddz,

Lieutenants Elliot D’Arcy Todd, Bengal, and Eldred
Pottinger, Bombay Artillery, were (G G O, 1st October) ap-
pointed Political Assistants,the former alsa Military Secre-
tary, to Mr. W, H. MacNaghten, knvoy and Minister

It had been the Governor-General's wish that a Sikh
force should co-operate with the other British troops it
might be found necessary to send. But Ranjt Singh
limited his co-operation within very narrow bounds  After
the mterview at I'ervzepore it was arranged that the ex-
King’s eldest son, Timur Shah, should proceed with his
father's family by the direct route through the Punjab and
Khaibar Pass to Kabul. An escort, chicfly of newly-raised
levies, was sent as a protection  Lieutenant W. Barr, of the
4th Troop 2nd Brigade, with forty of his men and two 24-
pounder howitzers, was attached  Licutenant R, Maule of
the Artillery,Assistant to the Political Officer, Lieut.-Colonel
Claude Wade, who commanded the whole, brought two
6-pounder guns. Two cotapanies of Native Infantry, under
Captains J. Ferrts and C Farmer, accompanied. Lieu-
tenants R. Dowson and W. R. Hillersdon and some native
officers commanded the miscellancous levies, Besides
these, which numbered some 4,700 mcen, there was a Sikh
force of 6,100 men, under Colonel Shekh Basiwan, who iu
hts younger days had been a gunaer in our scrvice”

The British troops assembled at Ferozeporc 1n the end of
November. On the 27th the Governor-General arrived.
Ranjit Singh’s camp was on the further side of the Sutlej
River. On the 20th Lord Auckland recerved the Maharaja
in public durbar, and on the 3oth returned the visit. Two

* He was a native of Patna, and served in the Artillery which went 1o
Egyptan 180z2. In 18312 he entered the Sikh service as an adjutant ;
served 1n the expedition against Multan by Ranut Singh in 1819, when
he was rassed to the rank of Commandant, and was made Colonel 1n
the Sikh Army 1n 1821 He was afterwards poisoned at Peshawar by
a subordmnate. For this information I am indebted to Mr, T. H.
Thornton, formerly Secretary to Government of the Punjab.

30 Fd. Bagi.
R.A.

1838,
Novem Yer.

IT-C,RLHA
Reduced 1882

Decembers
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ﬁe‘cggir ‘more days were spent in martial displays, and then, the
* Field of the Cloth of Gold ” having terminated, the army

dn its reduced footing commenced 1's march on-the 1oth.
Shah Shuja’s contingent had already left Ludhiéna, and

was on the way to Bhdwalpur., The army marched on
successive days as follows :—

Dec. 10th — Headquarters; Horse Artillery ; Cavalry.

Dec. 11th.—1st Infantry Brigade, Camel Battery.

Dec. 12th.—2nd Infantry Brigade.

Dec 13th.—3rd Infantry Brigade.

Dec 14th—Artillery Park ; Commissariat Stores.

Each Column had 1ts own supplies for immediate con-
sumption, and there were twn months’ supply of grain 1n
reserve at Ferozepore. Nevertheless, the want of forage
along the left bank of the Sutlej and Indus told heavily on
the cattle. The leading Column was not many days dis-
tant from Ferozepore when the horses of Shah Shuja’s
Cavalry had greatly fallen off in condition. Captamn
Timings’ horses, being well looked after, were in good
order. Some of the Irregular Cavalry fed thewrs on moth,
a coarse grain boiled with gur, the unrefined product of the
sugarcane®*  Letters from camp told of great losses by
death, desertion, or theft among the camels, The animals
stolen, it was satd, were often sold the following day to the
next Column, the process being sometimes repeated more
than once, to the great profit of the owners and commuis-
sariat gomashtas.

The great amount of baggage taken and the number of
camp-followers increased the difficulties of the army, and
were a temptation to theft. Dr. Kennedy says there were
four times the quantity of stores necessary. Brigadier
Arnold is said to have had sixty servants; he certainly
had a buggy, which survived its master and returned to
India. Dr. Kennedy himself confesses to plated dishes,
twelve scrvants, and four camel-men. He was, however, a
Superintending Surgeon. By the time the army reached

* A diet that encourages flesh more than muscle,
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Kandahir, the greater part of the bagguge had passed
through the sieve of fate, though even then it was ex-
cessive. Sir Henry Fane, the Commander-in-Chief, had
issued an order on the subject, but no limit was laid down
and no measures were taken to enforce abedience to the
spirit of the order.

The Bombay Column landed at the Hajamri mouth of
the Indus in November. As some opposition from the
Amirs of Lower Sind was apprehended, Sir Willoughby
Cotton moved down with part of his force to co-operate
with Sir John Keanc ; but they submitted, and he returned
from Khandidri to Rohri.

In tne middle of the wide stream of the Indus, between
Rohri on the left bank and Sukkur on the right, stood the
fort of Bukkur. the cession of which was demanded from the
Amirs, to be held during the campaign as a security for the
communication, and this was finally given up on the 29th
of January. But it was so uncertamn that the garrison
would admit our troops, that Captain Abbott was sent 1n
one of the boats to blow open the gate should this be
necessary., Captain Thomson, with Captain Sanders,
began to thiow a bridge of boats across just above the fort
where it was only five hundred yards broad. This was
finished on the 3rd of February, and the force commenced
to pass over—Cavalry dismounted in single file ; guns by
hand ; the heavier ordnance ferried over. All had crossed
by the 18th.

Sir John Keane arrived at Sehwan the same day, and
continued his advance along the right bank to Larkhéna.
The headquarters of the Bengal Column reached Shi-
karpur on the 2oth. Shah Shuja held some reviews of
his troops and presented colours to the regiments. The
order published on this occasion said .—

“ Major-General Simpson cannot conclude this order without
expressing the high opinion he entertains of Captam Timings and
the Hondurable Company’s 4th Troop 3rd Brigade Horse
Artillery under his command. The Major-General has not been

1838.
Deconbin

1839
JTanuary.

February.

January.



1839.
Jaauary.

March.
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unobservant of the orderty and soldierhke conduct of the native
officers and men composin the troop. To Captain Timings and
Lieutenant Hawkins he tenders his warmest approbation.—Camp,
Shikarpore, February 27th, 1839 ”

Captain Anderson’s two troops of the Shah’s Horse
Artillery were on their way down. He had not been able
in the time to procure the best horses, and the march of
766 miles from Mcerut was a severe test S0 when he
reached Rohrionthe 4th of March he had to halt. Second-
Licutenant E. Kayc had come with him, and went on to
Shikarpur to join the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade, to which he
belonged.

From Shikarpur the line of the Bengal Colvmn was
directed through Kach Ganddva by Dhadar and the Boldn
Pass to Quetta in the Shél Valley. The 2nd Brigade halted
for a time. General Thackwell with the Cavalry and
Captain Grant’s Troop H A marched on the 23+d of
February from Shikarpur. Shah Shuja, with his contingent
previously in advance, now come on in rear. Along the
south-east side of Kach Ganddva was a hard level plain
separating it from Upper Sind. The rivers flowing towards
the Indus disappeared when they came to 1ts margin. No
water, no vegetation beyond somec patches of hardy
tamarisk shrubs were to be scen there It was called the
Pat, or Rann. The distance across it from Rojhidn to
Barshori, 2634 miles, had to be made in one march. The
leading pertions of our force crossed it without much
difficulty, but those which had to do so in hotter weather,
cspecially some small detachments, underwent extreme
suffering and lost many lives* From Barshori to Dhadar
six marches covered 79 miles This was reached on the
roth To Quetta the road lay for eight marches (86 miles) all
but the last through the Boldn Pass The hills on either
side, formed of a coarse conglomerate overlaid with clay
and pebbles, in some places closed to within a few feet of

* Sir Thomas Seaton gives a graphic account of this — From Cadet
to Colonel.”



MARCH TO QUETTA. Q

theroad ; in others widened out into a valley intersected by
a stream which after rain was a roaring torrent. The way,
for road there was none, along this defile crossed and Ye-
crossed the river. It was necessary to incrcase the teams
frequently, and assist them with drag-ropes. The level of
the Shdl Valley is about 5,600 feet, or 4,800 above that of
Dhadar. In the march from Ab-i-gum to Sir-i-Boldn the
rise is 1 in 25 feet, so that the labour on the Artillery horses
was considerable. The mornings were very cold. Major
Cureton, 16th Lancers, with the advance party, was over-
taken on the 15th of March by a snowstorm which caused
much loss of animals and baggage Forage was scanty
and of bad quality Karbi* was a poor substitute for grass :
Captain Grant’s Troop had made 73 marches—8357 miles—
on such fare

Sir W. Cotton moved on to Que=tta without waiting for
the Bombay force to come up. The crops in the Shal
Valley were still grecn, but delay would not have added
much to the supply of forage. It was a clear gain to have
crossed the desert while as yet the nights were cool , and
to secure the formidable defile of the Boldn before the
people whose land was being invaded had become awake to
its value was imperatively neressary As yet only bands
of Biluch plunderers had hovered about, tn carry off what
they could. Two sergecants of Artillery went out shnoting
on the 3rd of Apnl, and while in the act of giving a Kdkar
a pinch of snuff were suddenly surrounded and slain after
killing several of their assailants.

The Bombay Column had been much crippled for want
of carriage. and had to be assisted in this respect from the
front, It had moved for the sake of forage and supplies of
food from Larkhdna on Gand4va. But the latter were so
scarce they were nearly starving. Sir Alexander Burnes
had gone to Kaldt, the Khdn of which place agreed to
provide what he could. But Mahrdab Khin could not

* The stalk of bayra (Holcus sorgum) or yolr (H spicatum).

183
Mare

April,
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furnish much. This was atterwards made one of the pre-
texts for attacking him. Sir John Keane had gone on, and at
Quetta on the 6th of April assumed the personal command.
He determined to push on at once towards Kandahér.
Major-General Nott, with part of the 2nd Brigade and
Captain Pontardent’s Field Battery, was left at Quetta ; the
rest moved on

The order of march had varied according to the nature
of the ground. In the Bolin Pass H.M 13th L.I. led; in
more open ground the 16th Lancers But Captain Grant’s
Troop and Captain Abbott’s Camel Battery occupied the
second and fourth places. The army l=ft Quefta on the
7th of April, and entered the Kojak Pass on the 14th.
The road here was stecep and difficult, occasionally only
wide enough to allow a carriage or camel to pass. Drag-
ropes were again m requisition. But all got clear at last.*
From the summut of the pass, 7,457 feet elevation, the
hills behind which lay Kandahir were visible. Short as it
was, the Kojak defile might have cost more than a day’s
fighting before 1t could have been won From the rear
came the intelligence that General Willshire had been
attacked at the head of the Boldn Pass. The Kantlahér
chiefs were preparing to fight But on the 2oth of Ap:il
Tej Muhamad Khdn, chief of the Kdkar tribe, came into
camp and tendered his submission to Shah Shuja, with
whom he had been before this in correspondence. He was
better known as H4ji Khan Kékar, and was notorious even
among Afghans for treachery. His defection was a warn-
ing plainly read by the Kandahir Sirdars, and they fled.
So Shah Shuja took the advance, and, attended by the
Envoy, made his public entry into the chief city of Western
Afghanistan on the 25th of April

The army was halted at Kandahédr till the 27th of
June, During that time, Colonel R H. Sale, 13th Regi-

* One of Captain Grant's guns with 1ts team rolled down the first
descent into the pass, but without any serious 1njury tomen or horses :
a wheel smashed.—* Corresp. Gen Abbott,” p 8r1.
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ment, was despatched with a brigade in pursuit of the
Sirdars in the direction of Girishk, some 75 miles to the
west. But they had got across the Persian frontier, and
the force returned.

From Kandahdr a political mission to Herat was alsé
sent. It left on the 21st of June and reached Herat on
the 25th of July. As the three principal officers on this
mission belonged to the Bengal Artillery, a brief sketch of
it is given in Note D.

| Qk Major-General Willshire had joined with the Bombay
i Column while the army rested at Kandahdr. As it marched
* away on the 27th of June, the old Lion of the Punjab was

& breathing his last at L.ahore The 4th Troop 3rd Brigade,
\ the 4th Company 2nd Battalion, Lieutenant Cooper’s
Troop, Shah’s H.A | and the four 18-pounder guns under

I~ Lieutenant A, W. Hawkins were left therc. Lieutenant
#“‘\! Hawkins was transferred to the Shah’s 11 A about this
* v time. Captain Martin with the 3rd Troop Bombay H.A.
" took Captain Timings’ place with the Shah’s contingent.*

} Lieutenant Murray Mackenzie, who had been doing duty
* with the 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade, rejoined the 4th of the
3rd,

;\1 A Kaldt-i-Ghilzai was reached on the 4th of July. Therc
was an old fort, but in ruins, on a hill, soon after the scene
of a gallant defence The headquarters and first Column
reached Mukir on the 14th and halted a day. The second
Column joined it at Ahmad Khel on the 1gth,and General
Wilishire, with the third Column, joined the next day at
Néni. [t was reported that Sirdar Afzal Khan, Dost
Muhamad’s eldest son, was preparing to attack, but no
enemy appcared.

On the 20th Lieut.~Colonel Wade, with the Sikh con-
tingent, moved out of Peshawar to Jamrud at the entrance
of the Khaibar Pass.

* The reason of this change s not clear. Captain Timings'hoises

weve, n very good condition, but being a Native Troop 1t was, one
maght think, better suited to the contingent.
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On the 215t the army tsoved on Ghazni, the Cavalry in
column of troops right in front, on the right, the Artillery
by the main road, and the Infantry in column of companies
left in front, on the left. On approaching the town some
sfcirmishing took place with the enemy, who were posted in
the villages and gardens close to the fort. The 13th Light
Infantry and Light Company of the Bengal European
Regiment on the right, the 48th N.I. in the centre, and the
16th N.L on the left, were pushed forward and dislodged
them ; the Horse Artillery and the Camel Battery opening
upon them with shrapnel until they retired within the out-
works.

Ere this, Sir John Keane had seen the mistake he had
madec :n leaving his hcavy ordnance behind A reconnais-
sance was made by the Engineer officers, and it was decided
to move round to the Kabul side. This was efiected
during the might. Abd-ul-Rashid Khidn, a nephew of the
Dost, had come over to us  From him we learned that all
the gates had been built up inside except the Kabul gate.
Sir John Keane had one resource left, that of blowing in
this gate and attempting an assault, and this, on the advice
of his Engineers, he resolved to try. )

The arrangements werc well-made and carefully carried
out, in accordance with the orders of the 22nd  All the
batteries were to be 1n position during the night of the 23rd,
their right above the village on the hill north-east of the
fortress, and their left among the gardens an the Kabul
road. About three a.m. they wcre to open fire, and
draw the attention of the enemy from the actual point
of attack.

It was a gusty night The Engineer party carrying the
bags of powder under Captains Thomson and Peat, with
Lieutenants Durand and MacLeod (Bengal), were followed
by the advance stormers, under Colonel Dennie, H.M.’s
13th Regiment, the Light Companies of the 2nd, 17th,and
Bengal Europeans, and one company of the 13th. The
main body, under Brigadier Sale, were the rest of the 2nd,
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13th, 17th, and Bengal Regiments, while Brigadier Roberts
led the 35th, the 16th, and 48th N.I. as a reserve,

The explosion was rather too successful, for Captain
Thomson had, to guard against failure in the event of the
gate having been built up, partially or altogether, msidé,
applied a heavier charge * than the mere woodwork re-
quired, and it “not only destroyed thc gate, but brought
down a considerable portion of the roof of the square
building in which it was placed.” The bugle sounded the
advance, Dennie, at the head of his men, rushed through
the smoke and dust over the ruins, and were soun inside,
engaged with those of the garrison who had hurried to the
spot. Captain Peat had been thrown to the ground,
stunned by the concussion. Sale piessing on, heard from
him, unconscious of Dennie’s success, that the entrance
was blocked up, and for a few minutes they were halted,
till another LIngineer officer | reported that the advance
party had got in, when they pressed on, but in that brief
time the number of the defenders had rapidly increased.
In the struggle on the ruined masonry Sale was wounded
in the face by a cut from a sabre, but, aided by Captain
Kershaw of the 13th, as he was engaged on the ground
with his opponent, mastered and slew the Afghan. Soon
the colours of that regiment (the first planted on the ram-
parts by Ensign Frere) were seen flying in the breese, and
Ghazni was won.

The casualties were comparatively small, amounting for
the 215t and 23rd to 18 killed, 172 wounded,andone misuing ,

* So said Captain Peat, who assisted in the necessary calculations,
but without inferring any blame, for he added 1n hwe report that it 1s
1mpossible, even now, to say how much the charge might have been
reduced with safety Butin tiuth, as gateways of Onental forts were
commonly constructed, # charge of 100 lbs would be very likely to
Lring down some masonry as well as woodwork, especially if the
upper portion of the buildings an either side rested at all on the cross-
beams fouming the roof described by Captamn Peat, and 1t would
seem that the charge was more than the 120 Ibs assigned as the lmmit
by Colonel Pasley.

+ Colonel Denme gives his name, Captain Thomson.—*Pers. Nary,”

B 77
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of them the 3rd Troop Bombay H.A. had two men wounded.
The names of Brigadier Stevenson, Captains Coghlan and
Backhouse were honourabiy mentioned in Si: John Keane's
gespatch

The army resumed its march on the joth. Lieutenant
G. P. Sealy, with the Bombay Company of Golandéz, and
a small detail of the Shah’s H.A, was left in charge of the
captured ordnance Lieutenant G. A Pruen (2nd Co. 2nd
Batt.), who was 1ll, was also left behind. Both these
officers rcjoined their battery when it passed through again
in September

Dost Muhamad had intended making a stand at Maidan,
but the treachery of his followers prevented him, and he
fled across the hills towards Bamidn. His guns were found
in position, abandoned, near Arghandi, west of the city of
Kabul, before which the army encamped on the 6th of
August

A party of Cavalry, under Captain J Outram, had been
sent in pursuit of the Dost. Twelve officers, all dashing
riders and bold men, volunteered for this service, and were
sent. They were Captains J B. Backhouse, Artillery ; F.
Wheler and G St P. Lawicnce, 2nd Bengal Cavalry; J.
Christie (Shah’s service) and R S. Trevor, 3rd Bengal
Cavalry, G. K. Erskine (Poonah Horse), 1st Bombay
Cavalry ; Tayler, vetdingimeer Regiment, Colin Troup,
48th Bengal N.I. ; Lieutenants W. Broadfoot, #s¢ LLuropean
Regiment, Hogg, 2ud Bombay N.I.; W. H Ryves, 61st
Bengal N 1., and Assistant-Surgcon Worral,

But along with them the noted Haji Khdn Kdkar was
sent  This man was now in correspondence with the Dost,
as he formerly had been with Shah Shuja, and, by inter-
posing obstacles and delay the whole way, so effectually
hindered Outram’s progress that the Dost had crossed the
frontier while he was yet thirty miles distant. So he had
to return. It was as well, perhaps. Had he been brought
back a prisoner some harsh treatment might have been
added to the injustice of deposing him. Sir W. MacNaghten
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would not have written. to Mr. Robertson* the remark-
able confession that he was the unoffending victim of
our policy, and Lord Auckland might not have had the
opportunity of receiving him, not as a captive rebel, blit
with the courtesy due to a prince.}

After the army had reached the capital, the 4th Troop
3rd Brigade, which had been left at Kandahdr in June,
marched up to headquarters in August. Captain Timings’
health had been failing, and Lieutenant Mackenzie was in
virthial command.

On the 3rd, Licut,-Colonel Wade, with the Shahzdda
Tiumur, arrived at Kabul The opposition met with was
not serious. Lieutenant Barr, in a pleasantly-written book,
described the events of the march. On the 17th a grand
durbar was held, at which certain officers were invested by
Shah Shuja with the insignia of an order newly-created by
him-~that of the Durdni Empire, or, as it was called, the
Darr-i-Durdnif The following Artillery officers received
the decoration —

Brigadier T Stevenson, Bombay

Major E. D'A. Todd, Bengal . } 2nd Class.

Lieut.-Colonel P. L. Pew, Bengal

Major Eldred Pottinger, Bombay

Captain A. Abbott, Bengal .

Captain W, Anderson, Bengal .» 3rd Class

Captain H.-Garbett, Bengal

Captain J. Abbott, Bengal

Lientenant R, C. Shakespear, Bengal

The time had now arrived when, accordmg to the
original intention of the Governor-General, the troops
should be withdrawn from Afghanistan. But it was plain
to the Envoy and everyone else that on our withdrawal
the King we had set up would fall, and the fall proclaim

* « Kaye?” 1., p. 568, note

# It is plam from Kaye’s account, which only repeats all others,
that the sympathies of British officers were on the side of Dost Mu-

hamad,
% “ Pearl of the Durdn”

1839
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cur failure. Lord Auckland decided, therefore, that 2
brigade of Bengal troops must remain, Sir John Keane
returning with the rest through the Punjab, and that
General Willshire was to take the Bombay troops back by
the southern route ; one Bengal company of Artillery, the
3rd Company 2nd Battalion, proceeding to Sukkur.

The 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade H A, 16th Lancers, 3rd
Light Cavalry, 3rd Local Horse, and the N.I. which had
come with Colonel Wade, went by Peshawar., The first
Column left Kabul on the 15th of October passed through
the Khaibar defile without opposition, and go: to Peshawar
on the 7th of November The second Column had some
attacks in the pass to repel, especially on the rear guard
and baggage, but all were got through with comparatively
little loss. On the 2znd of January, 1840, Sir J. Keane
having crossed the Sutlej, published a general order at
Ferozepore, breaking up that portion of the army of the
Indus.

Major-General Willshire with the Bombay Column left
Kabul the 18th of September He took, after passing
Ghazni, the more direct route to Quetta, about 85 miles less
than that by Kandahir His orders were to move upon
Kalat, the chief of which the Sind politicals had declared
guilty of treachery, on very doubtful evidence* On reaching
Quetta, it was found necessary to reduce the force for
this service owing to the want of carriage and supplies
there, as well as forage on the road. Most of the Horse
Artillery, Captain Pontardent’s Mule Battery, and the
Cavalry marched by Ganddva, while the General, with
two guns of the 3rd Troop (Lieutenants Forster, H. Creed,
and Woosnam), four of the Shah’s H. A, (Lieutenant G, L,
Cooper), the Engmeers, two rnsdlas Local Horse, the

* He had not been proved guilty of any overt act of hostility ; the
worst that was said was that he had thrown difficulties 1 the way of
our obtaning supplies. So the attack on our part in defiance of
national nghts went far to justify Akbar Khdn’s itter remark that we
had) taught every chief to he and cheat by our example (Bust, p.
252
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Queen's Royals, 17th Regiment, and 31st Bengal N.L
took the direct route to Kalat.

As General Willshire drew near, it was segn that three
heights on the north-west face of the town were held by’
the enemy with five guns. Captain Peat, reconnoitring,
reported that it was necessary to carry these first. Major
Pennycuick, 17th Regiment, with two companies took the
gardens and enclosures on the north-east face ; two com-
panies acted as supports and maintained conncction with
the main attack by three columns on the heights Briga-
dier Stevenson, moving on rapidly to the front, opened an
effective fire which compelled the enemy to retire, leav-
ing their guns, Lieutenant H. Forster commanded the two
guns of his Troop; Lieutenants Cooper and Creed each
two of the Shah’s The two former next took up a
position on the heights, firing on the defences of the city ;
while Ljeutenant Creed moved round on the left to
within two hundred vyards of it. A few rounds opened
a passage, through which Major Pennycuick and his men
effected an cntrance. The citadel was next carried, and
the chief fell fighting to the last—a victim to our policy
of injustice,

The only casualties in the Artillery in this business
were two privates and one gun lascar of the Shah’s
wounded. The thanks of the General in his despatch
were given to the Brigadier, Lieutenants Forster and
Cooper, and Captain Coghlan, Licutenants Woosnam and
Creed were also recorded for approbation.

From thence the force proceeded southward on its way
to Bombay, having accomplished the last act that marked
the invasion of Afghanistan,

1339,
September,

November,
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APPENDIX,

NOTE A.
Names of Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served m Afghanistan

from December, 1838, ull December, 1839,

Major Bt.-Lt.-Col,

Captain

Bt.-C‘:;ptam

v

(Major m Persia)

Lientenant

2nd-Lieutenant

2y

"

Asst,-Surgeon

Veter 1. Pew
Henry Tinmings ..

Augustus Abbott
Charles Grant
Hubert Garhett *
Edward ¥, Day
Wilham Anderson
Julws B, Backhouse +
James Abbott

Franeis K, Duncan
Elhott D’Arcy Todd

John Anderson .

Gea Hall MacGregor
George L. Cooper
Rachmond C. Shakespear
Robert Walker

Murray Mackenzic

Michael Dawes .
‘William Barr
Frank Turner

Robert Warburton

Alesander W Hawlkins
Edward Kaye {. . .

Charles A, (reene

G Rae ... .

4th Batt,
4-3 H.

2-6

2-z H,

4-2

Comy. Urd
Shahy’s 1T A
Bde Major

4-2

2211

2-2 H,

Shah’s 1 A
4-0

4-2

43U

2-6

4-2 H.
Shah'’s IT.A
(2-6

¢ Shah's H A,

4-311L

§
¢ Shah’s 1A,

2-2 1.

4-2

22,
{ Shal’s IL.A
%S, ILA,

Commanding
1ed at Kabul, Septem-
ber 12th, 1839

P'ohitical  Attached to
Heval Mission

Pohtical——Mily, Secy. to
Envoy

Pohitical—Asst.to Envoy

Did duty with z-z H.A,
till the army reached
Kandahér, when \'f re-
jomed his Troop *®

* Apponted to the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade H.A , vsce Timungs,

+ Appointed at Kabul to rai
which pu

et

I Was attache

to4~3 HA.

15€ a. moun

tain battery for the Shah’s service, for
se he returned to India with the troops under Sir ] Keane.
at Shikarpur,

c2



Lieut -Colonel
Captain

12
”
13

Bt.-Captain

Lieutenant

”
bl

iAl
2nd Lieutenant

i
”»
4"
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NOTE B.

Names of Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served in Afghanistan
from December, 1838, till December, 1839,

Thomas Stevenson
John Lloyd

Tames H M, Martin
Francis J Pontardent
William M Coghlan
Thos. E Cotgrave
Richard Warden

Henry Forster
William A st Clar
Robert C Wormald
Tohn Jacoh

Henry Creed
Thomas Gasford
James B Woosnam

George A, Pruen
Fdward J Baynes

George P Sealy
T. (. McDonell

i
Anold B Kemball . !l

2nd Co znd Batt
3rd Twoop H A
ist Co 2rid Batt

4th Troop H A

sd Troop H A
4th Troop H A
4th Troop 1T A
1-t Co 2nd Batt
21d Co znd Batt
2nd Co 2nd Batt

2nd Co, 2nd Batt
15t Co 2nd Batt,

2nd Co 2nd Batt
1st Co. 2nd Batt
3td Troop A

INn Uprper SIND

Major G W. Gibson
Captain W Brett

Presidencies, differed from ours.

| Bngadier Commanding

!
! Brigade Major
!

Commussary  of Ord-
nance

Arde-de Camp to Bug.
Stevenson

Diedat Quetta August
1839, of Chalera

Bt.-Captam E A, Farquharson
Lieutenant G Hutt

NOTE C
The equipment of the Bombuay battenes, notwithstanding the
efforts made 1n 1836 to assimilate all such details in the three

As 1n Bengal till now, each

troop had four 6-pounder guns and two 12-pounder howitzers.
But Captam Lloyd’s battery had no guns, only 24-pounder howat-
zers. The late Major-General G. P. Sealy, who gave me a good
deal of information relative to the BombayArtillery in Afghanistan,



APPENDIX, 21

did not know how long this had been the case, or why it was so *
Captain Lloyd had only just replaced bullocks with horses, which
were not recerved by him till he was starting for Afghamstan
‘They had to be broken 1n as they went along 1

Captam Pontardent’s battery had mule draft. Sir Charles Col-
ville, the Commander in-( hief, had suggested the employment of
this amimal for Horse Artillery wagons, and some were imported
from Persia about 1823 IFive years after that, they were turned
over to the oot Artillery, and in 1836 there was 1 addition to
the four troops of Horse Artillery only vne orgamised field battery
of four guns drawn by mules, and stationed 1n Kutch

The Beoard of Artillery Officers convened mn Calcutta 1836
to consider the assimilation of battery equipments throughout
India, recommendcd horse draft for all field battertes, but there
were none supphed tll the outbreak of the Afghan War Captan
Pontardents battery had before that been supplhied with the
number of mules laid down by the committee as necessary, viz.,
teams of eight for both guns and wagons, two for two staff-ser-
geants and two for the buglers, and twelve spare  Total 172,

NOTE D
MAJOR L[ODL’S MISSION 10 H}RA1

Major §odd had becn employed in Persia since 1833, instruct-
mg the artillerymen of the Shah, who conferred upon him the
Order of the Tion and the Sun At the time of the siege of
Herat, he was acting as »becretary of Jegation to Mr McNeill,
who deputed him to wait upon the Governor General of India
at Sumla  I'hence he was appomntid Military Secretary to Mr
MacNaghten, Envoy with the army of the Indus

krom Kandahar, Mr MacNaghten deputed him to Heurat, to
negotiate a treaty with 1ts rulcr, Shah kamran. Captain James
Abbott] was his assistant  Captain L. Sandcrs, Bengal Engineers,
with Lieutenants R C Shakespear, Bengal Artillery, and C. F
North, Bombay Engineers, and thirty sappers accompanied them,
as also Drs. Login and Ritchie 'T’he mussion arnived at Herat
on the 25th of July, 1839

Onc of 1ts objects was to stop, as far as possible, the cruel
traffic 1n slaves carried on by all the central Asa tnibes, 1n which

* As a g-pounder gun with lunber, stores, and ammunition weighed
a Little over thirty-four cwt, and a 24-pounder howitzer thirty-six,
wesght could not have been taken into account
+ Major-General G P Sealy and Major T Gaisford.
Teodd was junior in the regument to Brevet-Captain Abbott, but
had the local rank of Major 1n Persia and Afghanistan, and the latter
wasg only then appeinted to political employ.
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every Khan participated, nune worse in this respect than Yar
Muhamad, Mimster of Herat, the Khan of Khiva, and the
Turkoman trnibe towards the Caspian Sea

During the protracted stay of the Mission at Herat, General
Peroffskr was sent from QOrenburg towards Khiva with a force to
eompel the release of some hundreds of Russian captives detained
in slavery there. But his cattle perished from the seventy of the
weather, the snow lay five feet thick, and he had ta retreat in the
early part of 1840. Colonel Stoddart, who had been on the
Persian Legation with Todd, was at Bukhdra, but unable to com-
municate with his countrymen.

Major Todd, therefore, selected Captain Abbott to proceed to
Khiva to negotiate for the release of the Russian captives. This
officer, if possessed ot the romantic cast of mind attributed to him
by Kaye, had an intrepid soul, and a high sense of duty that
would face any danger, and yet not be swayed too much by the
natural kindliness of his disposition The task, therefore, was a
congemal one

When Captain Abbott left Herat for Khiva in December, 1839,
General Perofiski was advancing on 1%, and the Khdn Hazrat sull
professed willingness to accept Butish friendship  After the Rus-
sian force fell back, onc motive i that direction disappeared.
The underhand intrigues of Yar Muhamad while he accepted
British gold, were steadily directed to foil the efforts and influence
of our political officers. They contributed to keep Colonel Stod-
dart in a dungeon at Bukhdra, and followed Abbott on his peri-
lous journey

Finding that the Governor of Orenburg had stopped all com-
munication between Khiva and the Russian Emperor, Captain
Abbott, at the Khan’s entreaty, undertook to visit the Russian
Court, bearing thc Khan’s offer to scarch out and lhiberate all
Russians enslaved in Khdnsm  The Chief of the Chaodir Tur-
komans was sent as his gurde with orders to escort him to Novo
Alexandroff, called by the Turkomans Dasht Kulla, or the Stone
Fort. But he, at the instance of Yar Muhamad 1t was believed,
on reaching a part of the Caspian Sea where no boats were to be
had, refused to go on to Alexandroff, higher up, and left him,
and at his instigation a party of Karsaks attacked Abbott on the
2znd of April. The latter escaped indeed with life, by a provi-
dential combination of circumstances, but with a severely muti-
lated right hand. For eighteen days he and his servants were
prnisoners 1n the Kazik tents till the Akhunzida, who had followed
from Khiva, arrived with an escort, released and conducted him
to Novo Alexandroff, whence he went to Russia and afterwards
to England.

Five months subsequently, Lieutenant R. Shakespear left Herat
to complete what Abbott had prepared the way for, and was the
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ineans gf ¢ delivering the wretched captives  For this he was
ted o reaching England The honour was well deserved,

but Abhott should not have gone unrewarded

Meanwhile, Major Todd was maintaining his post at Herat under
the greatest difficulties  Shah Kamrdn had for some time been
recewmg annually large sums from the Indian Government, but
the treachery and wnsolence of Yar Muhamad became more and
mare unbearable  Dost Muhamad was in India, Lns sons as yet
bad not acquired a leading mfluence in Afghamstan, but the
mtrigues of the Herat Minster kept alive a spint of resistance
tous. Todd knew all ths, so did our Envoy at Kabul, so did
the Governor-General at Calcutta, There were proofs that Yar
Muhamad was plotting the destruction of the Mission, and an
attack on the British garrion at Kandahar, The subsidy to
Shah Kamrin was stopped Yar Muhamad demanded its pay-
ment and a large additional sum, but was refused, and ths brought
matters to a chmax. Major Todd was told he must either pay
the money or leave Iierat  He chose the latter alternative as
the only one consistent with the honout of the Government he
represented, broke up his camp, left Herat, and 1eturned to
Kandahar

But Lord Auckland judged differcntly, and with a hasty injus-
tice foreign to his nature, begotten perhaps of a feebing that his
policy in Afghanistan was all a nustake, he repudiated Major
Todd’s act, and removed him from political employment  So
he went back to his tegiment | but deeply as he felt the blow to
Tus public reputation and his prospects, s stnict sense of duty
and upnight Christian character, shone as brightly m the routine
of battery duty as 1t had done in the important and more difficult
position of Political Officer.



1839
Orctober

CHAPTER 11

AFGHAN WAR-—OCCUPATION, 1840-i841,

DISTRIBU1ION OF ARTILLERY —OQOperations i Biluchistan—Defence of Kahan
—Death of Brigadier Stevenson—Action at Pirchatta—Kabul—Site for
Cantonment— Pashut Taken—Expedition to Bamidn— March ot 4th Troop
3rd Brigade over the Passes under Lieutenant M Mackenzie—Captain
Garbett joms—Operations 1n the Valley—Return to Kabul and India of
the 4th ’%roop 3rd Brigade—%alc s Operatzons m Kohistan —ist Troop 1st
Brigade and Mountamn Battery <ome from India—ZXandahar—Nott's
Operations—Tazi—Disturbed state of Biluclistdin—Movements of Artillery
—Attack on Sibi—Lieutentnt Creed Killed—Operatrons . Zamindawar
—XKabul—Zurmt Expeditton—Insiribution of Artillery—bale goes to
wards Jaldlabad—Qutbreak 1t kabul—Murder of Burnes and Broadfoot—
Of Maule—Fuvay Negotiates —DPreparations for Ketreat—Luvoy Murdered
by Akbary Khan—Retreat and Destruction of Kabul Force—Artdlery
Regimental Order—Ejre s Letter—Noble behaviour of the st Trocp ist
Brigade—Hs Devolion and Glorous ehd

WHEN Sir John Keane returned to India, Major-General
Sir Willoughby Cotton was left in chief command in
Afghanistan, with his headquarters at Kabul Portions of
the northern force were on detached duty at and about
Jaldlabdd, in the Bamidn Valley and at Ghaznu.

Major-General Nott commanded at Kandahar, with the
troops at Quetta under him.

Brigadier T. Stevenson, of the Bombay Artillery, com-
manded in Upper Sind, with his headquarters at Sukkur.
The communication with the Punjab was not yet closed ;
that by Sind was open.

The Artillery were at first stationed as follows .—

At Kabul—Half of No. 6 Field Battery ¥ under
Lieutenant Dawes.

* Camels had been found very unsuitable for the ground th&f had
to work over, and Captain Abbott had got leave in August, after the
capture of Ghazm, to replace them with horses, for which harpess

had been brought The change was made without loss of tume, and
the Kabuh horses, though small, were so capable of work and so soen
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detachment was attacked by numbers of Marri people and
destroyed, when only a few miles on their way. !Captain
Brown'’s pesition with his small force was very perilous, but
he and Lieutenant Erskine held the post gallantly. In
August Major Clibborn, 1st N.I, was sent to reinfore him
with a detachment of 464 Infantry, 200 Cavalry, dnd three
field howitzers under Captain H. Stamford, encumbered,
however, with a convoy of 1,200 camels and 600 bullocks.
Close to Kahan the road went over the Nafusk Hills about
3,000 feet high. A formidable ascent led up tc the top of
the pass. When Major Billamore had been here in the
January beforc, Lieutcnant ] Jacob, of the Bombay
Artillery, accomplished the difficult task of making a road
over this and the Sartof Pass, otherwise it would have been
impracticable. But now the tribes had collected to bar
the way, the terrible heat was intensified by the want of
water as they went up the hill; and Major Clibborn, after
losing 179 killed and 92 wounded and spiking his guns, had
to retire to Puldj.  Captain Brown subsequently concluded
a treaty with the Biluch chief and marched with his men
unmolested to Puldj on the 1st of October.

Brigadier Stevenson had died at Sukkur on the gth of
August, and Major-General G. B Brookes was command-
ing in Upper Sind Heaning that Nas{r Khdn, the young
son of the late Khan of Kaldt, had collected a large force
at Kotra, about seven mules south-west of Ganddva, Colonel
Marshall was sent against him. He found a force at
Pirchatta, attacked and defeated them with loss, Lieutcnant
Pruen, commanding two guns and a detail 5th Company of
Golanddz, was honourably mentioned.

It will be more convenient now to detail the operations
immediately under the officer commanding at Kabul.

Some of the chiefs had nominally given in their adhesion
to Shah Shuja, but Dost Muhamad was hovering about,
and the country was unsettled. As winter approached it
was necessary to assign quarters to the troops. At first
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they were placed in the B&ld Hissdr, which Lieutenants
Durand and Sturt held was the only defensible spot. But
the Bal4d Hissdr belonged to the King ; our stay was to be
but brief. Shah Shuja would not hear of this being con-
tinued, so we yielded to him and the Envoy,and fixed upon
a spot to the north of the Kabul River, where an extensive
parallelogram was marked out for a cantonment; as a
defensive post it was quite unsuitable, not so much from
the weakness of the ramparts, for stout hearts behind weak
walls will not fear, but it was on low ground commanded
on every side, had no flanking defence, and the city itsclf
was a bar to its communication with Ghazni on the south
and the Punjab on the east.

Immedately after the return of Licutenant Dawes from
Ghazni, Captamm Abbott’s Battery marched, on the 2nd of
November, for Jalilabidd as part of an escort with Shah
Shuja. They only icached that place on the 12th of
December. Next month half the battery formed part
of a force under Licut.-Colonel Orchard, C B, 15t Ben-
gal European Regiment, sent to the Kunar Valley, the
chief of which was icfractory. The town of Pashit,
about forty miles 1n a direct line north-east of Jaldla-
bad, was reached on the 16th of January. About 400
yards from Pashut stood a fort with a rampart 18 feet
high and 10 feet thick at base, with an outer wall
at a distance of 10 feet. Such a work could not be
breached with field pieces. They demolished the outer
gate, however, but a traverse hid the mner one from sight
It had been raining since morming. Lieutenant Pigou
took up some bags of country powder to blow open the
inner gate, which was of massive construction, but the
powder, absorbing additional moisture from the clouds,
would not ignite A second attempt was made with all
the powder Captain Abbott could spare, which he advised
should be taken up in barrels. The weight, 133 1bs,, was
thought too great, and it was taken up in two baskets.
One did not reach the gate, the other failed, and the
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attempt was not renewed, but the garnison evacuated the fort that

afternoon.
After remaining some time longer in the valley, Colonel Orchard
returned to Jalalabdd, and on the 1oth of May

L)

Koh- 1

= ] the force was back 1n Kabul,

R

) 1839 I'revious to all this, in consequence of Dost
Muhamad having fled to Khulum, Captain Hay,
Shah’s Infantry, was sent with a force to occupy
the Baman Valley, 112 miles west-north-west
from Kabul. Licutenant M. Mackenzie, with
the 4th Tioop 3rd Brigade, went with it. Lieu-
tenant E, Kaye was the only other officer  Cap-
tain Timings died at Kabul on the 12th of Sep-
tember, the day they marched. The march over
the Hindu Khush, above 12,000 feet Lere, was a
very unusual feat for wheeled Artillery. French

s Cheo rhes 7

CarclanDins!
Yual

troops had done the like before, but not with Hindustani soldiers.
The difficulties commenced at Arghandi, about 18 miles fram
Kabul. After surmounting a steep and rugged pass, they were
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met by an exploring party under Licut.-Colonel Salter of
the Cavalry, Captain Thomson and Lieutenant Sturt of
the Engineers, who reported the ranges beyond impossible
for guns, and said they would recommend their recall
Mackenzie, however, went on The descent from the
summit of the fiist range, somewhat less rough, led into a
beautiful valley, through which flowed the Kabul Ruer.
The guns were taken along this, ascending to Sira-
Chashma, the source of the river, as its name signifies
Beyond this, the Koh-i-Bdba range separated the Bamian
from the Kabul Valley. The Unai Pass (about 11,400 feet)
was reached, and the cold was intense After consider-
able difficulty, and tw o days’ hard woik, the tioop encamped
on the 21st on the plateau of Yuat, a small mud fort.

Here, 1n consequence of Major Thomson’s report, orders
to halt were reccetved  The horses, three guns and their
ammunition-wagons were to be sent back, the remaining
three to be transported to Bamidn on elephants Thiswas
a great disappointment So much had already bcen ac-
complished, the Artillery officers thought the rest might
be achieved. Lieutenants W. Broadfoot, of the Shah's
Gurkha Regiment,* and M Mackenzie went on to examine
the Irdk, the highest pass to be ciossed  They reporied
there was no difficulty which might not be overcome with
a little labour. On this, Captain Hay asked for permission
to take on the whole troop, and whilc they waited for a
reply from Kabul, Broadfoot collected some Hazdras, and
went forward to improve the road, while the troop, foi
convenience of forage, went on down to Gardan Diwdl, on
the River Helmand. Tbec permission to proceed was re-
ceived on the 30th. Three difficult marches biought them
to the foot of the Irdk Pass

Then commenced a longer and steeper ascent. The
guns, limbers, apd wagons were dragged up separately,
the Infantry and anout 200 Hazdras assisting ; and after
a2 hard day’s wox?< the troop was safely encamped at the

* Belonged to the st Emopean Regiment

i
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north-west foot of the mountain. The snow of the pre-
ceding winter here lay still on the ground.

Next day they got through a defile enclosed by steep
rocks, keeping it in almost perpetual gloom. Even now the
sun’s rays only reached the small brook flowing northward
for four hours of the day. Then, after many interruptions
from dangerous ledges of rock, down a rapid descent to
Miani Irdk, where the glen opened out into a small valley
with some cultivation and a few inhabitants, many of
whom lived in caves.

The Khuski ghdt was yet to be passed. It was of in-
significant height compared with the others, but of greater
difficulty, and the march occupied 17 hours. The night
was passed in a narrow defile, a mere fissure in the
mountain.

Crossed the last ridge and encamped at Zohdk, where
the first snow fell. Next day the troop marched to
Bamidin, where it was destined to remain for a year and
a day. The gunners, being natives of India, were un-
accustorned to the cold temperature, but all worked well.
The horses were not very much the worse for the scarcity
of forage, which lasted till summer crops appeared. The
carriages had stood the rough work well, and were favour-
ably reported upon by Lieutenant Mackenzie, to whom,
as well as to Lieutenant Kayc, the greatest credit is due
for the manner in which the difficulties they encountered
were overcome without any accident to either men, horses,
or matériel.

The Bamiin Valley is a small one, only aboul 14 miles
from Zohik to Surakh-darra (red gate), and from half a
mile to less than a hundred yards broad. Three forts,
sufficiently contiguous for mutual defence, were selected
as winter quarters. They were afterwards connected by
field-works.

On' the 2nd of November a small force was sent to
Saighdn, 37 miles north of Bamidn, Two tivals were
contending for the mastery of this valley. Gholam Beg,
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son of the Khulim chief, was besieging the fort of Sar-i-
Sang for the claimant who was in the interest of the Dost.
Dr. Lord, the Political Agent, wished to surprise him, and
Lieutenant Mackenzie with 65 of his troopers acting as
Cavalry, a small party of Christie’s Horse, and Lieutenant
Broadfoot with 120 of the Shah’s Gurkhas mounted on
ponies, were sent. The Cavalry out-marched the mounted
Infantry, and the Usbegs, caught at their morning meal,
fled without a fight, Trifling as the affair was, it led to
important results. Dost Muhamad fled from Khulim to
Bukhbdra, where the Amir made a prisoner of him.

Captain H. Garbett had been posted to the native troop
vice Timings, and joined it in the beginning of March.
He travelled alone from Kandahar, the country being
peaccful, and had performed the hundred miles from
Arghandi on foot, as the mountains were deeply covered
with snow. As senior, he assumed command of the
Bamian force. On the 14th he, with two guus under
Mackenzic, and four companies of Infantry under Captain
Hay, went against some Hazdras who had become defiant.
They occupied the fort of Fulddi, six miles from Bamidn,
and a neighbouring hill. The gate of the fort was forced
by tound-shot at 30 paces, and after a severe but short
resistance the place was taken. A gunner of the 4th
Company 2nd Battalion, a laboratory man, killed while
trailing one of the guns, and a trooper wounded were the
only Artillery casualties.

In May a further advance was made by the Political
Agent towards Khulim, and the fort of Bdjgah in the
Kamurd Valley was occupied. It was a wrong move
Sir W. MacNaghten, the Lnvoy, did not object, for he
did not see tha* we were everywhere occupying more
ground than we had men to hold—a common mistake,
It roused the jealousy of tribes hitherto generally quiet,
and when the Dost escaped from confinement at Bukhara,
things became unsettled and hostilities gradually thickened
around.
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Captain Hay’s position at Béjgah was unsafe. , Hearing
that Lieutenant Golding was coming with a reinfgrcement,
he sent, on the 1st of August, a paity under a sergeant,
Douglas by name, to meet him, but this small force was
attacked by greatly superior numbers and compelled to
retire with severe loss. Only good management' and the
coolness of the leader saved them from destruction. This
encouraged the insurgents, and Bajgih was attacked on
the 3oth, but they were driven off It was, however,
thought better to withdraw from the place They got as
far as Sar-i-Sang, which was made over to a friendly chief,
and the party returned to Bamidn

To meet the Dost and his ally, the Wali of Khuldm,
Bhgadier W. H. Dennie, CB, had been ordered to
Bamidn with the 35th NI  On the 18th he moved out
with a part of his force, having heard that they had passed
the defile of Surakh-darra, six miles distant He found
them in possession of the forts before the defile, and in
greater numbers than was anticipated, but attached with
a promptitude for which they were unpiepared The
Gurkhas dislodged them from the heights on cither flank,
while Lieutenant Mackenric, with a2 gun and howitzer,
went in for the mam body I{is practice, the Brigadier
reports, was beautiful. The success was complete. The
enemy fled, pursued by the Cavalry for some distance.

A larger force, with four of Captain Garbett’s guns, was
sent on, but the Dost, 1efusing to submit, fled to Nijrao.
The Wali entered into a treaty, and the objects of the
expedition to Bamidn were considered to have bheen ful-
filled.

Altogether, the service performed by the 4th Troop 3rd
Brigade reflected the highest credit on its officers and the
regiment. The name of Lieutenant Murray Mackenzie,
till his career was closed in the eventful year of 1857, was
thenceforth honourably known in the regiment, particu-
larly in the Horse Artillery, in which he served, almost
uninterruptedly, for more than twenty years.
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On the 8th of October, 1840, the troop returned to Kabul
with the rest of the force under Brigadier Dennic. Three
months later 1t accompanied Colonel Wheler'’s Column,
escorting Dost Muhamad, to India, and arrived at Feroze-
pore February sth, 1841.

While the movements of the Dost were keeping the
‘country in a state of ebullition, Major-General Sir R. Sale
was sent into the Kohistan, north of Kabul, with three
regiments of Intantry and details of Cavalry, Captain
Abbott, with three guns and a howitzer, and two of the
Shah’s H.A. under Lijeutenant Warburton, accompanied it

The fort of Tutandarra was taken on the 2gth of Sep-
tember with but little loss, which the Major-General as-
cribed to “the excellent practice of the Artillery under the
able direction of Captain Abbott, aseisted by Lieutenants
Maule* and Warburton ”

The fort of Julgdh was attacked on thc 3rd of next
month. Here the resistance was more serious. The
storming party had to be withdrawn under cover, and
while preparations for a second attack were being made,
the place was evacuated. Captam Ahbott and Lieutenant
Warburton were again mentioned with appiobation A
gunner of the Field Battery was killed, and a subadar of
the Horse Artillery wounded. The other two guns of the
battery joined it this month.

For some days there was no fighting of importance, but
on the 27th the Dost began to move from the Nijrao
country towards Kabul On the 29th Sale advanced
from Bagh-i-Alam, and, after rcconnortring, met the Dost
at Parwdn-darra The misconduct of the squadron of the
2nd Lig%it (avalry, whicl, refused to follow their officers
in a charge, might have caused disaster. Only the ads
vanced guard of our force was engaged. After the flight
of our men, the enemy’s Cavalry, though headed by the

* Lieutenant Maule was in command of a regunent of Infantry
taised in the Kohistdn, but on this occasion served with the Field
Battery.
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Dost, did not come down upon the Infantry.; Sale sent
two companies round to the right, while Lieutenant Dawes
with two guns covered an attack by three companies on a
steep hill to the left, which was crowded by the foe. It
was carried, and the enemy retired towards Chdrikar.
Lieutenants Rind, who commanded this attack, and Dawes
were honourably mentioned in the dispatch. Next day,
Dost Muhamad Khan had surrendered himself to Sir W.
MacNaghten under the walls of Kabul

General Sale’s force was now recalled, leaving detach-
ments in Kohistin. Lieutenant Maule with his Kobhis-
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tani Regiment was stationed at Charikdr. Captain Abbott’s
battery, H.M. 13th and the 37th N.I, were sent to occupy
the newgcantonment. A Brigade under Lieut.-Colonel
John Shelton, H.M. 44th, was on its way from India to
relieve part of the Afghan garrison: H.M. 44th, the 54th
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N.I, and s5th Light Cavalry. The 1st Troop 1st Brigade
H.A. (F, R.H.A\) and a Mountain Train Battery, which
Captain Backhouse had gone back to raise,* manned by
natives, completed the force. Major-General W. H. Elphin-
stone, C.B., was coming from Meerut to relieve Sir W.
Cotton.  Lieutenant V. Eyre appointed Deputy-Com-
missary of Ordnance at Kabul also. Ranjit Singh was
dead His son, Karak Singh, and grandson, Nonehdl
Singh, who would have been more troublesome to us, were
dead. The Mahdrdja Sher Singh had no real power. The
Prime Minister, Dhidn Singh, had his own ambitious de-
signs in view, and had he attained to the control of the
Sikh rdj, would perhaps, like his brother Guldb Singh,
have considered that his best interests were near to those
of the power across the Sutlej, if only he could get the
great Sirdérs to forget the meanness of his origin.  So the
road through the Punjab was more open, much as the
Khalsa soldiery resented our using it.

Major-General Elphinstone arrived in Kabul on the 1st
of April and assumed command. Brigadier Shelton had
got as far as Jaldlabdd, when the Brigade was ordered to
return to Jamrud by forced marches on account of reported
hostilities on the part of the Sikhs, but was not required,
and went on again. Captain Nicholl’s hoises were re-
duced in condition by the constant marching and being
kept in rear of the Infantry. There were also some unim-
portant operations in February in the Nazian Valley.

* When Captain Backhouse returned to India to form ms Moun-
tain Train Battery, the details of the materiel and equipment of their
leces were pretty much as they had been at the time of the Nipal
ar Captain Backhouse haJ served in Spamn under Sir de Lacy
Evans, and used the experience he had there gamed  He remodelled
both in many respécts, replacing cheek by beam-trails ; the shafts of
the limber were altered ; the saddles of lus own design, and the
ammunition-boxes adapted for the mules of the country He had
tonsiderable mechanical apuitude and judgment, Colonel C. Douglas
says, and he was a good judge of such matters. Captain Abbatt’s 9-
under guns wete of 10 cwt., a weight introduced at his suggestion, and
s carviages were stronger than the old pattern ones, which he found
too weak, atid not too heavy for his Kabul horses.
D2
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Reverting now to Major-General Nott’s proceedings in
his command, we find the Ghilzai people between Kanda-
hir and Kabul again troublesome in April, 1840. Captains
T. Walker and A. W. Tayler had been sent to keep the
road open, each with 100 mounted men But this force not
being strong enough, Nott sent for Captain Anderson
(Shah’s H A ) to ask him if he could march the following
morning with a regiment of foot, 300 horsemen, and four
guns., He replied that the Artillery were always ready ;
so next morning the detachment was under arms, Captain
Woodburn with the sth Regiment S ST being sent  Fol-
lowing the course of the Tarnak River, he met Walker and
Tayler at Naorat. He had sent back part of his Cavalry
undcr a mistaken idca that the enemy werc weak in that
arm. Two days after he came up with the Ghilzar foree
posted on some hills near Tazi, about 2,500 men. The
action was well contested The Ghilzais charged twice.
The first charge was repulsed by Lieutenant Turner's guus
—the second at the point of the bayonet by Lieutenant
Spence and the Grenadiers of the 5th Regiment. Captains
Walker and Tayler had been detached to the flanks, and
fell upon them as they retreated  The success would have
been more complcte had Anderson been stronger in Cavalry,
but it had the desired result of keeping the tribes quiet for
a time

Colonel Wallace was sent on the 22nd of May from Kabul
to co-operate e had with him half of Abbott’s Battery
and two mortars, which remained a short time at Ghazni
under Nott’s orders, and then rcturned to Kabul,

The whole of Upper Sind was becoming disturbed, and
Biluchistan also. The garrison of Quetta was strengthened
in May by the 1st Troop Shah’s H A. under Lieutenant
Cooper from Kandahdr. Some Biluch people were estab-
lishing themselves in Kalat, so Major-General Nott, moving
down, arrived on the 2nd of November, and rcoccupied the
place. He left Lieut.-Colonel L. R. Stacy with the 43td Ben-
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gal N.I to hold it, and returned to Kandah4:. Lieutenant
Walker, with a detail of the 4th Company 2nd Battalion and
two 18-pounder guns, accompanied this force. Lieutenant
Cooper, who had gone on to Kalat, was agam left at
Quetta, where he remamed till the following February.
The 4th Troop Bombay H A had left that station on the
27th of September for Upper Sind. The 3rd Company 1st
Battalion was also there

The 1st Troop went to Bigh on the 14th of January,
1841. It formed part of a force under Colonel Wilson
of the Cavalry sent against Sibi, a fort a few miles north-
east of Dhddar, now a station on the line of raillway to
Quetta. The attack seems to have been a very unjusti-
fiable one* Colonel Wilson was badly woundcd early in
the affair. Captain Leshe with his guns were in position
at 200 yards for half an hour, and then at 100 yards. The
storming party was badly supported and received a check.
Lieutenant Richard Creed, with 20 dismounted HHorse Ar-
tillerymen, voluntcered to head and lead on again the
stormers. He was shot through the head in the gateway,?
five of his men were killed, and scveral wounded. Again
they were not supported, and the attack failed Captain
Blood was wounded. The fort was, however, cvacuated.

Soon after, H.M. 4oth, the 38th Bengal, and 25th Bombay
N.I. were moved up to Quetta.

West of Kandahdr the Durdni tribe in Zanminddwar had
become very troublesome, and General Nott sent Colonel
Farrington with a detachment against them in the end
of the year. Licutenant Hawkins, with two guns of the
1st Troop S.S.H.A. They marched by Khushki-nd-khud,
crossed the River Helmand, and occupted the fort of
Girishk. Movirg on from thence, the enemy were found on

* Buist, p. 231-2

+ Lieutenants Richard and Henry Creed, Adjutants respectively of
the 2nd and 1st Batralions Bombay Artillery, weie both good officers,
They were twin brothers, born March 27th, 1812 ; entered Addiscombe
at the age of 14, and were commussioned at 16. The surviving brother
went home on leave this month,
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the 3rd posted among sandhills near Landi-ndwa, a canal
in their rear. After a well-contested action they were routed
with considerable loss. Lieutenant Hawkins was thanked
for his services on this occasion.

Next month Captain Anderson, with the rest of his guns,
was ordered up from Quetta.

In April, Captains Griffin and Macan, with the 1st and
2nd Shah’s Infantry and some of Christie’s Horse, were sent
to occupy Kal4t-i-Ghilzai, and put 1t in a defensible state.
Their proceedings roused the Tokhi Ghilzais, who sur-
rounded their position., Lieut.-Colonel Wymer was sent
with 400 of the 38th Bengal N.I, the rest of Christie’s
Horse, and two guns under Hawkins, The Ghilzai people
attacked their camp at Asia Elmi in great force at § p.m.
They renewed their attacks till long after dark, and after a
severe struggle retreated. Colonel Wymer 1n his despatch
5ays

*Too much cannot be said of the scientific and destrmetive
manner 1n which the Artillery practice was conducted by Lieu-

tenant Hawkins, which created awful havoc in the ranks of the
encmy, to the admiration of all present ”

A month after, Akhtar Khan having invested Girisk,
Captain Woodburn was sent with the sth S.S.I, some
Jaobdz Horse, and a detail* of the 1st Troop S.S.H.A.
under Lieutenant Cooper. The enemy held the fords of
the River Helmand in great force. Captain Hart with the
Cavalry crossed to cover a similar movement on the part
of the Infantry, but the water was too deep, and Woodburn
moved up to Zambol to join him He, secing the difficulty,
had recrossed. But Akhtar had forded still higher up, and
was coming down on their right, so Woodburn had to form
front to that flank.

The guns were in the centre of the Infantry, the Cavalry
on either flank. The enemy assailed his left first, but the

* Two guns by one account, four by another. If the former,

Lieutenant Cooper was reinforced by two more when Gaptain Griffin
Joined 1n August,
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well .directed fire of the guns and three companies on that
wing repulsed the attack. The manceuvre was repeated
on the right, where therg were five companies, with a like
result. Again, on the right and rear the Janbdz, more
from treachery than cowardice, would not act, and got
into confusion, hampering the rest,

“This was a most trying moment. The Cavalry were broken,
and nothing now remained to depend on save the guns and
Infantry. Theenemy . . . continued to advance till within
a few yards of the guns, when a discharge of grape and a volley
from the Grenadiers staggered, another completely broke, and a
third sent them to the right about, retiring by the left They
were again exposed to a heavy fire . . It was now eleven
oclock . . when day broke . . the plain was strewed
with dead.” *

The affair was a most creditable onc to the Artillery and
Infantry, Captain Woodburn, 1in his dispatch of the 5th,
Says —

“ Lieutenant Cooper deserves my best acknowledgments for
the rapidity and admirable manner in which he brought his guns
to play upon the enemy. . . . His guns are never mn diffi-
culties. . . .

“Tt 1s also my duty to bning most prominently to the Major-
General’s notice the admirable conduct of the Artillery and ;th
Infantry throughout the night of the 3rd inst, and to state my
conviction that no troops could have displayed greater coolness
and bravery than they did on every occaston. They moved from
one position to another, not only without confusion, but with
nearly as much precision and regularnty as 1f they had been gomng
through an ordinary parade.”

This force being too small to accomplish its object,
Captain J. Griffin, 24th B.N.L, was sent out. His force,
including Captain Woodburn, consisted of 800 sabres, 350
bayonets. and four guns. He met the enemy at Khdwind

* FExtract of a letter from an officer engaged. “Asiat. Journ.,” Vol.
XXXVI, lutell, p. 183. The word “ guns ” should be in the singular ;
the Grenadier Company and one gun were faced about to meet the
attack on the reatr.— Izde Dispatch.

+ ¥ {overn t NMotsication, Secret Department, Fort Wilham, gth

Avgust, 1841,

] uly.
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and signally defeated them. Lieutenant Coopet was again
mentioned. Artillery casualty, one man woundéd.

Next month, Lieut -Colonel Wymer took another force
into the Derdwat and Tirin Valleys, north of Kandahir
There were four guns S S H.A and two 18-pounders, with a
detail of the 4th Company 2nd Battalion present, but they
had no fighting.

From Kabul, in the same month, a force under Lieut.-
Colonel Oliver was sent into the Zurmat Valley, south of
the capital. Captain Abbott commanded the Artillery,
with two divisions of his battery, the Mountain Train, and
two iron g-pounder guns. They returned without coming
in contact with any enemy

The Artillery in Afghanistan now were thus distri-
buted .—

Kabul—1st Troop 15t Bde. H.A, 2nd Co 6th Bartt
Mountain Train.

Kal4t-i-Ghilzai.—Half 4th Co 2nd Batt

Kandahdr —1st and 2nd Troops S S.H.A, half 4th Co.
2nd Batt, four guns 3rd Co 1st Batt. Bo Arty.

Quetta.——3rd Co 2znd Batt.

Major-General Sale was under orders to return to India
with his Brigade, H.M. 13th, 35th and 37th N.I, and the
2nd Co. 6th Batt. And from Kandahdr the 16th, 42nd,
and 43rd NI, with the 4th Co. 2nd Batt, were under
orders to return to Bengal, vid Sind, General Sale was
sent in October to clear the passes towards Jaldlabad,
which the tribes, owing to the cessation of the payments
hitherto made to them, had closed. His movements
belong to the next chapter.

On the 2nd of November the storm, long gathering,
burst, and the first English blood that was shed was that
of Sir Alexander Burnes, his brother, and Lieutenant
William Broadfoot, whose surviving brother was with
Sale’s force.

It is useless going over all the well-known miserable
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story. The same fatal mistake repeated at Cawnpore 16
years after, of neglecting to occupy with the troops, their
armament and stores, the unly defensible position avail-
able, and thence meeting the insurrection with prompt and
vigorous measures, prepared the way for disaster. Qur
position in the country politically was hopelessly bad , in
a military sense it was not much better. The defective
position of the cantonment has been referred to (p. 27),
but the fault of placing the commissariat stores in a weak,
detached fort, out of range of cantonment command, made
it more than unsafe But worse than all, indecision in
the military authorities and 1ts certain consequence, panic
in the ranks, when the oppostte qualities were most needed,
completed our defeat. Yet amid all, the conduct of regi-
mental officers and of individuals threw an honourable
light over the dark history, and it will always be told
with pride of our regiment that in the days of England’s
" deepest humiliation, the Bengal Horse Artillery main-
tained, as they did, the proud traditions of their arm, and
the honour of their country. It will only be necessary,
before concluding this chapter, to add the regimental
order and Lieutenant Eyre’s letter, which tells the story.
The outbreak at Kabul was the signal for a general
uprising throughout Afghanistan. Lieutenant Maule, com-
manding the Kohistani levy, was at Kahdarra Ieand his
Adjuatant were murdered by their men, Major Eldred
Pottinger and Lieutenant Haughton, both wounded, made
their way into Kabul. Ghazni and Kaldt-i-Ghilzai were
invested. After the disastrous action of Behmaru on the
23rd of November it ceased to be a question of defence.
Sir W. MacNaghten commenced to negotiate. Muhamad
Akbar Khan had just arrived. The Brigade under Lieut.-
Colonel Maclaren, which Nott was to have sent from Kan-
dahir, was not heard of. It was known on the roth
of December that it was not likely to make good its way:.
The Envoy had an interview with Akbar Khan and the
other chiefs on the 11th,and preparations for the retreat

1841,

Nu »mber,



1841.
November.

1842

January.

January gth

42 HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY.

began. The magazine and other forts weré given up
on the 16th. While waiting for the Afghan <chiefs to pro-
vide provisions and carriage, snow began to fall. Another
conference took place on the 23rd, and the Envoy was shot
by Akbar Khan. Major Pottinger took his place, and
unwillingly completed whatever terms the Aéghan chief
imposed. Hostages were made over ; all our guns save
six were delivered up.

On the 6th of January the army commenced 1its retreat.
The snow laid deep on the ground and the cold was intense.
Savage Ghdzi fanatics reaped an easy harvest with the
sword. The mountain train guns next day were lost, in
spite of all that Licutenant Greene could do with his men
to save them, but he spiked them all. More hostages were
demanded and given up. By the end of the second day
the entrance of the Khurd Kabul Pass had been reached ;
only ten miles from Kabul

Next day the slaughter in the pass was fearful. Po:-
tinger was with the Afghan chief, who now proposed that
all the ladies and children should be given up. It was
done. There was no choice left. Next day Dr, Alexander
Bryce, of the Horse Artillery, was killed at Tazin. Fifty
Horse Artillerymen, about 250 of the 44thand 150 Cavalry
troopers were all that now remained. Jezails and Afghan
knives each mile were rapidly thinning the numbers,
Brigadier Shelton bravely led the remains of his regiment,
to which descipline and courage had returned. Jagdallak
was reached on the afternoon of the 11th. In that defile
the following day Brigadier Anquetil and eleven other
officers fell—among them Captain Nicholl and Lieutenant
Greene, but the exact spot or time is not known. But
few left for Gandamak on the 13th. Captain Souter, of the
44th, with the regimental colours round his waist, and
three or four privates were taken prisoners. Charles
Stewart, last of the Artillery, fell. Only six officers passed
the defile, and but one of them, Assistant-Surgeon Brydon,
alone of the entire force reached Jaldlabéd.
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“ ARTILLERY REGIMENTAL ORDERS.
. “ 1080 March, 1843.

“ The total absence of official details on the subject has
hitherto prevented the Ccmmandant from noticing the
conduct of the late 1st Troop 1st Brigade H.A. duiing the
insurrection at, and disastrous retreat from, Cabul. He
now publishes extracts from a letter received yesterday
from Lieutenant V Eyre, late Commissary of Ordnance,
as a public record of the high state of discipline and de-
termined bravery exhibited by this gallant and devoted
Troop on all occasions.

“1t will always be a subject of sincere gratification to
reflect on the noble manner in which they sustained the
character of the corps under the severest trials, and in a
climate that multiplied a hundredfold the difficulties with
which they had to contend, whilst their fate 1 the unequal

struggle demands the decpest sympathy.
“ Extracts of a letter to Captain Buckle, A A.G.A.:—

'+ It is necessary to premuse that at the commencement of the re-
bellion on the 2nd November, 1847, a portion of General Elphin-
stone’s force was sent to occupy the Bala Hrssar, and the re
mainder was concentrated 1in the cantonment To the former,
Captain Nicholl and ILieutenant Stewart were attached with four
guns, and to the latter Brevet-Captain Waller with two guns
On the gth of November, Captain Nicholl, by order of the General,
strengthened Captain Waller’'s detachment by a single gun.

¢ ¢The first active service performed in the field by the Horse
Artillery was on the afternoon of the 3rd of November, when a
sally was made under Major Swayne, sth N.I, and a body of the
enemy was defeated principally by the fire of the guns. On this
occasion Captain Waller was severely wounded, and from that
date up to the 22nd of November, when I was myself disabled,
the wirtual command of the H A. detachment in cantonments
devolved upon me. During this period several severe actions
toek place with the enemy, in all of which our arms were more
or less successful. . . . . Two great actions were fought
on the 1oth and 13th, against the collective force of the enemy,
amounting on cach occasion to several thousands of Horse and
Foot, in which our side was completely trrumphant, and two of
their guns were captured.*

* Lieutenant Eyre does not say that on the second of these two oc-
casions it was the conduct of Anderson’s Horse, supported by the
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¢ Provisions, of which there had been from the beginning an
alarming scarcity, soon began entirely to faut; the' cold of
winter set in with unusual vigour , the defence of our long line
of low ramparts grievously harassed the troops , the guns placed
in battery at the several angles of the cantonment required the
constant attendance of the Artillerymen by day and rught.

“¢The gunners from first to last never once partook: of a full
meal, or obtained their natural rest ; of the hardships undergone
1t would be difficult to convey an adequate 1dea

“ ¢ During the whole of this most trytng perrod, the behaviour of
the Horse Artillerymen was distinguished by a degree of patience,
cheerfulnzss, zeal, and fortitude that excited the unbounded ad-
miration of every eye-witness, and filled the heart of every Artil-
lery officer with pride and dehght ”

“¢On the 23rd of November, Brigadier Shelton sallied forth with
about 700 bayonets and one gun, which (there being no Artulery
officer available) was commanded by Sergeant Mulhall* An
immense army of Afghans poured forth to battle, and a terrible
conflict ensued.  Sergeant Mulhall and his brave gun’s crew com-
mutted great havoc amid the dense masses of the enemy, exhibat-
g a very high degree of professional skill, but their efforts,
though partially successful, were 1neffectual to repel the over-
whelming hosts of assarllants  Galled by the fatal fiie of Afghan
rifles, the Infantry lost heart and fled, abandoming our gun to 1ts
fate Staunch to the last, the Artillerymen stood by their charget
until they were nearly all exterminated, Sergeant Muthall himself
escaping by a muracle, with his clothes perforated with bullets in
divers places.

“*In the pabhc report of this day’s operations, Brigadier Shelton
did ample justice to the Artillery Sergeant and lis devoted little
detachment, but the document has, I fear, been lost

On the 14th of December, a treaty having been entered into,

guns (one HA and one of the M.T.) which saved the day, and
turned actual rout into something hike success, with two gunms, one
captured, the other spiked, to show for it  See the account s Kaye.

* Staff-Scrgeant

+ The gun was lost and again recaptured. Captain Johnson thus
gives lus testimony “ As before, the Artillerymen were the last to
leave , and 1t was a glorious sight 1o see these brave men dashing
down the steep descent at the most furious rate 1n the midst of thou-
sands of the enemy’s Cavalry, regardless of everything but the safety
of their gun” Brigadier Shelton’s conduct on this occasion showed
that if pluck alone 1n the leader could have availed, the day would
have ended differently. It should be aiso borne in mind that the
smooth-bore musket was quite ineffective at a range where the Afghan
jezall was still deadly Captain Abbott saw a horse killed at 6oo
yards by a matchlock ball (* Journal,” p 100). Brown Bess did not
carry much more than half that.
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our troops were withdrawn from the Bala Hissdr, and Captamn
Nicholl, on arnving 1n cantonments, requested me to send m a
report of the conduct of his men, which I did, but that also was
subsequently lost on the retreat.

“¢7That the Horse Artillery sustained their high fame to the last
1s well known.  On the retreat of the army from Cabul, owing to
the starved condition of the horses, which disabled them from
pulling the guns through the deep snow and rugged mountan
passes, the guns were, one by one, spiked and abandoned. 1In
the Khoord Cabul Pass a whole gun’s crew perished rather than
desert their charge, and on nearing Jugdulluk, some Horse
Artillerymen, headed by Captain Nicholl, acting as Dragoons,
charged and routed a party of the enemy’s Cavalry

“ “Throughout the last struggle, up to Gundamuk, all eye-
witnesses concur 1 testifying to their stubborn valour

“<They died like true soldiers, sclling their lives dearly

“¢Qnly three men escaped with lfe, being taken prisoners,
Two others, who were left behind with the detachment of wounded
at Cabul, also survived.’

“The above order to be read at a parade of cach Troop
and Company 1n the Regiment”

1841
November.
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APPENDIX.

NOTE A.

Names of Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served i Afghanistah, sa
during the years 1840-41.

F rede;xcl\ h).Smheby

Thomas Nicholl
Augustus Abbott ...
Hubeit Garbett
William Anderson

Julws B Backhouse
James Abbott
Llhot 1Y’A. Todd .

George H Macgregor
Robegrt Waller Rre .
Frederick W. Cornish
George L. Cooper .
Richmond C. Shalespear

Robert Walker
Richard Maule

Vincent Eyre

Murray Mackenzie
Charles Stewart
Michael Dawes

Frank Turner

Robert Warburton
Alexander W. Ilawkins

Edward Kaye ... .
Charles A, Greene

Thomas Brougham

Alexander Robertson ...
Alexander Bryce, M.D. ..
Edward Hare ... .
Herbert Koe .,
Greorge Rae ver
Andrew Paton ...

1st Troop 1st Bde,
2nd Co 6th Batt,
4th Troop 3rd Bde

15t Troop 1st Bde
3rd Co 2nd Bau
1st Troop S S.H.A.

4th Co 2nd Bat

4th Troop 3rd Bde
1st Troop 1st Bde
2nd Co. 6th Batt
2nd TroopS S H A

15t Troop 1st Bde.

4th Troop 3rd Bde.
Mount Tran

3rd Co 2nd Batt.
4th Co 6th Batt
1st Troop Ist Bde.
2nd Co. 6th Batt.
3rd Co 2nd Batt.
SSHA

-] '2nd Co. 6th Bart,

Comdg. Arty with
Gen Nott
Killed 1n retreat.

Comdg. Shah Shuja’s
H A.

Comdg. Mtn. Train

Pol. Emp.—Wounded

ol Emp.—Remand-
ed to Regtl duty

Pol. Emp.

P.Emp,.—Went home
through Russia.

Comdg Regt.of Kohis-
tanis, killed at Kah-
dara, 15 Nov , 1841

Comy. of Ord , Kabul

Killed 1n retreat

Pol. Emp.

With Shah  Shwa’s
H.A.

Killed in retreat,

Kitled in retreat,
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NOTE B.

Names of Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served in Sind and
Afghamstan during the years 1840-41.

Lieut.-Col, | Thos Stovenson, C B | . Bngadier comdg. m
Sird.  Died 9th
Aug , 1840, at Suk-

hur.
I Comdg. Arty in Sind

Bt.-Major * John Lloyd

Captain | Tohn S Lecson . ! 4th Troop
vy ! John T, Leshe Ist Troop
. Francis J Pontardent 3rd Co 1st Batt. L b
) y 5rd Co 1st Batt, On s=ick leave, 14t
. Thos. E. Cotgrave IJ ) 3rd Co Gol } Dec , 1841.
. Henry Stamford . . | Comy. Grdnance,
Bombay, 'n Smnd
26th Dec., 1840.
. Wm T Whithe 2nd Co. 2nd Batt
’ John Grant . | Comy Ord , Sukkur

st Troop .

I X
g%m Co. 1ot Batt G 0., Sept.15th, 1841

Bt.-Captam | Clements Blood .

e

’ Richard Warden ! . Comy. Ordnance,
. George Hutt | - Brigade-Major Arty.
Lientenant | Wm A St Clar | 4th Troop .
X 4 5th Co Gol Doing duty from Rey,
" Henry Ghberne | £3td Co 1t Batt } Survey.
ve Eldred Potuinger, C B, | Political Employ
’e John Jacob . I 1st Troop ..., Doing duty from Rev.
| Survey, after 1n
l comm Swmd Horse.
. Rachard Creed ! 2nd Batt, Adjpt —Killed at S1bi,
| 20th Feb,, 1841.
’ Henry Cieed o] I8t Batt Adjt —On leave from
Feb., 1841
' Thos. Gaisford ‘ On leave from 3th
£ ' Nov, 1840
. Edward S Blake i Det, Gol | Upper Swad.——Adjt.
I C!::my. Ordnance
[ | to Dec., 1840.
’ George A. Pruen . . At Sukkas,
50 Dawvid Erskine | Det. Gol, . . Upper Smd,
»” George I, Sealy . | Det Gol. .. Commissariat  Kotra,
' June, 1841,
' Walter § Terry .. . ' ath Troop . Attached to Ist'Tmop,
, (38,0.. 15th Sept.,
1341,
2nd-Lieut. | Reginald B. Brett . | 4th Troop 4 "
Asst.-Surg. | A, H. Leith .. 1t Troop ... «.| Ta Political Agency,
’ . Cramond - .« | 4th Troop A
" . T. C. Baxter ... ! 18t Tro0p v w| wice Leith.




Regiment to which they belonged.

NOTE C.
INsCrIPTION ON THE (COLUMN ERRCTED AT DuM Dum.
On the West Face of Pedestal.

To the Memory of Captain THoMAs NicHoLL, Lieut CHARLES STEWART, Sergeant M MuLHALL
And the Non-Commssioned Officers and Men of the 1st Troop 1st Brigads Bengal Horse Artillery,
Wha fell in the performance of their duty durmg the insurrection at and retreat trom Cabul
In the months of November and December 18471, and January, 1842, on which oceasion of
Unprecedented trial, officers and men upheld 11 the most noble manner the character of the

This gallant band formed the oldeat Troop m the Bengal

Anillery , it had previously been distinguished on numerous occasions, liaving servegd

In Egypt, the Mahratta and Nepaul Wars, and in Ava

Also to the Memory of the undermentioned officers of the Arullery
Jaeut CHARLES ALEXANDER (GREENE,
Who penished 1n command of a detai! of Shah Shooja’s Mountain Train and whose

Wheo was killed on the outbreak of the insurrection e Nov.,

Major-General Sir GeoRuE PoLrock

galiant conduct emulated that of his comrades

Lieutenant RicxArp MAULE

And Lieut ALExaNDER CHRISTIE,
Killed in the Khyber Pass on the return of the victorious army under the commard of
G.C B, of the Bengal Arullery

This Column 1s erected by the Regiment as a tribute of admration, regard, and regret
Fortis cadere non cedere potest.

On the North Face of Pedestal.

1841

NAMES OF THE NON-CUMMISSIONED OFIFICERS AND MEN

SERGEAN1S,
J. Mosely
E. Cole

C. Buckley

J. Connolly
CORPORALS.

L., Sweetman

‘W. Dixon

R. Edmonds

W. Wicks

J. O’'Donnohoe

R Alleyn

BOMBARDIERS.

T. Townley

L. Tool

A. Thompson
« Macpamerz

e

E. Aflen

% ¥ruce
Kmnmgton

C @um

| ROUGH-RIDERS
, T Smuath
T Biles
FARRIERS.
T. Colley
W Carter
! TRUMPETERS.
| J. Howard
. McEvoy
. Sudders
GUNNERS
M. Frasher
I. Jones
J. Daly
A. Easton
J. Ahern
‘A. Strammers
J. Ellis
C. Darkin
; Gouldmg

[ H.

1. S

M, Caunlan
P. Maher
W

» Donaghue

J. King

W Turnoch
F Bunk

T. Monhs

J Farley
W Paul

A Alger
W, Meally
W, Jones

J Ashton
A, Glynn

E. Short

M. Delany
R. Howarth
Jno. Reily
Jas. Reilly
M. Reynolds
D. Walsh

J Walsh

P, MacNamara
J. Cook

J. Higgins
P, Dunn

J. Dunn

FI. Desmond
Po McPhillips

I
|

l

|

P. Murray
R Monre
T. Lythgoe
W. Parsby
(;. Warvell
E. Croker
T Molony
M McDonnell
E McCarthy
T. Finn
M Ryan
M O'Brien
G Philhips
M Coen
W. Browne
J Jachson
M Brien
R, Adams
. Birch
Byard
J. Glindon
%‘ Flaherty
Mack
R. Byrchell
J. Southcombe

|



NOTE D,

The following translations of words which enter into the com-
position of names of places 1in Afghamstan will be found of use :-—

Asia, a mull.

Char-asia, four mills,

Barfk-ib, narrow water, a slender stream.
Beg, little

Deh, properly Dih, a vilage

Dar, Darra, a door.

Halft, seven.

Hazar, a thousand

Karez, a watercourse , subterranean canal.
Khel, a tribe, or subdivision of one.
Khurd, little.

Kotal, a defile.

land (Landi, diminutive), short.

Ribat, inn, serai.

Safed Sang, white rock.

Siyah Sang, black rock.

Su?kh{tb, red stream
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CHAPTER III
AFGHAN WAR—LVACUATION—1842,

KANDAHAR —Colonel Maclaren ordered towards Kabul-—Returns—Insur-
gents Attacked—Distnibution of Artillery —Nott crosses the Arghand-db
—Kandahar Attacked—Wjy mer defeats Insurgents at Baba Wali—Ghazni
Capitulates—General England’s repulse at H{aihalzal—Retires—Advances

ain to Kandahar—Defence of Kalat i-Ghilzai—Orders to Evacuate—
ngland marches hy Quetta—Nott by Kabul—Ghazni dismentied.

Jar4f1.as{p.—Sale leaves Kabul for Jalalabad-~Forees the Passes—News of
QOutbreak—Occupies Jalalabid-—Dr Brydon brings news of the Destruc-
uon of the Kabul Force—Earthquake Destroys Defences— Akbar Khan
Invests the Place—Is attached and obhged to Retire—Colonel Dennie
Killed—Dastinction conferred on *‘the Jaldlabad Battery ”—Arnval of
General Pollock.

PoLLocK’s RELIEVING FORCE.—Brigadier Wild sent to Peshawar wath Four
Native’ Regiments—Fails to  force the Khaibar—Assembly of Force
under Geperal Pollochk—H1s Judgment and Energy—Order of March—
Passage of the Khaibar—Reaches Jalalabad—Indecision of Government—
Colonel Bolton’s Detachment Joins—Monteath operates in the Shinwar:
Valley—Advance—Action at Mamu Khel—]Jagdalak—Tazin—Encamps
at Kabul—Rescue of Prisoners.

EvAcUATION —Khurd Kabul—Seh Baba— Jagdallah—Jaldlabdd— Khaibar—
Lifutenants Christie and Terry Killed—Ferosepore—l easts and Medals.

AT the commencement of November, three of the Bengal
Regiments (16th, 42nd, and 43rd N.I ) were about to return
under command of Lieut.-Colonel Maclaren to India, and
had marched from Kandahar on the 7th. News the same
day arrived that Captain Woodburn, with a detachment
proceeding to Kabul, had been attacked by large numbers
of Afghans and entirely destroyed. The well-known
character of this officer showed the event to be one of
ominous fmport. Maclaren’s force was recalled. A few
days later letters from Kabul ordered it to be sent up at
onge, the insurraction having broken out there. It marched
on the 17th, with.one of the Shah’s troops H.A, but

General Nott's evident unwillingness to execute this order,
E 2



1841

December,

1842

January.

N., R.H.A,

52 HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY.

and the loss of some of his cattle, furnished 1ts commander
with an excuse for halting two marches beyond Kalat-i-
Ghilzai, and he returned to Kandah4r on the 8th, Nott
did not know how dire the extremity was at Kabul, and 1t
is not certain that the counter-march was not in the end a
saving of life

In addition to the regiments before mentioned, the Kan-
dahar force consisted of HM’s goth and the 38th N.I
Regiments, 1st Shah’s Cavalry, a squadron Skinner’s
Horse, 1st, 2nd, and 5th Shah’s Infantry,two troops Shah'’s
H.A., and four g-pounders of Captain Blood’s battery, with
two 18-pounder guns and a detail of the 4th Company 2nd
Battalion Bengal Artillery. The st janbdz Horse, always
shaky, mutinied and murdered their officer, Lieutenant
Golding, outside Kandahdr, and deserted to Atta Muha-
mad, chief of the rebels, Safdar Jang, the Shah'’s son, aiso
fled and joined him.

The insurgent chiefs now moved down the Arghand-ab,
and on the i12th were within five miles of Kandahdr, when
Nott attacked and dispersed them with small loss. H.M.
4oth, the 2nd, 16th, 38th, and half the 42nd N.I,, Captain
Anderson’s two Troops H A, and Captain Blood with his
four guns were engaged. One European and one pative
gunner were wounded

The distribution of the Artillery below Kandahdr at this
time was as follows :—

Quetta.—Two 9-pounder guns, 3rd Company Ist Batta-
lion Bombay, 3rd Company 2nd Battalion Bengal—
Major F. S. Sotheby, Commanding -—

Dhidar—Two 6-pounder guns, detail Golanddz, Bom-
bay
Sibi —One 6-pounder gun, detail Golanddz.
Shikarpur —Two G-pounders 4th Troop Bombay H.A.
Sukkur.—Three 6 pounders, detail Goland4z.
And Captain Leslie, with the 1st Troop Bombay H.A., was
moving up to Quetta.
The city of Kandahdr was occupied by our troops. The



KANDAHAR ATTACKED. 53

insurgents had been for some time gathering strength, so
Nott, on March 7th, went out with his main force, leaving
the 2nd B.N.I. and two and a half regiments of the Shah’s
Infantry, and the detail of the 4th Company 2nd Battalion
Artillery to guard the town. He followed them as they
retired across the Tarnak River, and then across the Ar-
ghand-db. His guns opened fire upon them on the gth,
but they dispersed, and now being nearer to the city, they
recrossed the river higher up, and while Nott was yet
ignorant of their design, they attacked Kandahar furiously.
Major Lane commanded, and had Captain H, C. Rawlinson
to aid him. The number of the enemy, the swarms of
fanatic Ghdzis intoxicated with bhang, made the attack a
very serious one. But for the steadiness of the garrison,
and the well-directed fire of the guns, they might have
forced an entrance through the Herat gate, which they had
fired and destroyed. From eight p.m. till midnight of the
foth the fight raged, and while the garrison suffered no
loss beyond that of the grain bags piled up inside the
burning gate, that of the assailants was variously estimated
at 600 men or more. Nott came back in haste.

Lieut.-Colonel G P, Wymer was again sent out on the
25th against the Durdm insurgents, taking with him
Turner’s Troop. He met at Bdba Wali, on the Arghand-
4b, a large body of Horse, who charged his Infantry
vigorously, but the fire of the guns prevented them from
inflicting much loss. Colonel Wymer mentions “the
admirable practice of the Artillery under Lieutenant
Turner's guidance; every shot from which told with
beautiful effect upon the dense masses of the enemy.”

On the j3ist of March a letter from Kaldt-i-Ghilzai
announced to Nost that the garrison at Ghazni had capitu-
lated. It was toc true. Lieut.-Colonel Palmer with the
27th B.N.L held t. The city had been invested since
the 2oth of November. On the retirement of Maclaten’s
Brigade the enemy collected in increased numbers and
ufrdermined the Yvalls, within which they were admitted by

1842.
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the inhabitants, and the garrison were compelled to with-
draw into the citadel. The Sepoys could not endure the cold,
which at one time fell 14 degrees below zero  Throughout
February Colonel Palmer held on, but on the 6th of March
he marched out The Governor-General announced his
intention of submuitting hum to trial by a court-martial,
which was subscquently held, but he was acquitted of
blame It s possible that he might have held out longer,
but he had no Artillery, and was heavily handicapped in
consequence  Kaldt-i-Ghilzai was still ours

A far more discreditable repulse occurred this month.
Major-General England, K 1 ,at Quetta, prepared to move
up to Kandahdr with money and ammunition, of which
Nott was greatly in want  Hi- force only consisted of five
Companies H M.’s 41st, six of Bombay N.I, a Troop 3rd
Bombay Cavalry, fifty of the Poona Horse, and four guns
of Captain Leslie’s. Other troops were on the way to join,
but he did not wait for them He left Quetta on the 24th,
and next day at Kuchldk Captain ]. Christie, 3rd Bengal
Light Cavalry, with two of Leslie’s guns, had a «light brush
with the enemy. After a day’s halt, he got to Haidarzai on
the 27th, and next day moved on lHaikalzai, where he had
intended waiting for the reinforcements in rear. But the
defile leading to Haikalza1 was occupied. Captain Leslie’s
guns opened with good effect on the heights to the left,
while Major Apthorp, of the 41st, a very good officer, led
his men against those on the right. The enemy were not
in great force, but had the advantage of position. Major
Apthorp was very dangerously wounded,* Captain May
was killed, and the attack failed Lieut.-Colonel Stacy,
Bengal N.I, offered to lead the men again to the attack,
and they were eager to go,t but the General had lost heart.
He retired to Quetta and there employed himself in throw-

* He died on the 30th.
+ “The men were 1n a fine state of courage, and anxious ta go and

recover the bodies of their comrades. . . . I think I pressed my
offer three imes.”—Stacy, *“ Narrative,” p. 101, *
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ing up defensive earthworks, though no enemy was follow-
ing him. He even suggested to Nott the probability of
his having also to retire on Quetta, but the Sepoy General
mn a letter dated the 18th gave him to understand that he
was expected to find his way to Kandahdr, promising to
co-operate with a force at the Kojak Pass.

On the 25th, therefore, General England again advanced
with an increased force. Captain Leslie’s whole Troop,
Major Sotheby and the 3rd Company 2nd Battalion
(Bengal) were with it The Haikalzai defile was carried,
Leslie’s guns working well. “ The treops were as steady
as on parade ; the Artillery practice was admirable, Dis-
cipline and tactics were too much for the enemy, they
turned and fled.”*

On the 30th, General England was at the south-east end
of the Kojak defile, apparently uncertain how to proceed.
Lieut.-Colonel Wymer with the 2nd, 16th, and 38th N I.
was crowning the heights from the other end. They had
left their pantaloons in rear, and, clad 1n the more famihar
dhoti,t+ were signalling by the flashes from their bayonets
to the Bombay Column that the way was clear. Disap-
pointed as the latter were that the honour was not theirs,
they cordially welcomed Wymer’s men, and with them
reached Kandahir on the 1oth of May,

Meanwhile the garrison at Kalat-1-Ghilzai had becn
holding out well. Captain J. Halket Craigie, with the 3rd
Shah’s Infantry, had been placed there in garrison 1n
November, 1841. Lieutenant Walker, with half{ the 4th
Company 2nd Battalion, after returning from Kaldt with
General Nott, was sent to the Ghilzai fort, and Licut.-
Colonel Maclaren, when returning on his uncompleted

* Stacy’s **Narrative,” p. 107.

¥ The undress garment of the Sepoy In earligr tunes he was not
encumbered with the British article, which, however, was very ac-
¢ Jle when the thermometer was below freczing pont.

i Forty-three men.

1842,
April,
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expedition to Kabul, left some 300 men of the 43rd N.I
with Captain Craigie In all he had about 950 men.

The ruins of the old fort were repaired as well as could
be done. Though not actually in contact with an enemy,
the garrison could only communicate with Ghazni and
Kandahdr by paying messengers well Tolerably well
off for gram, sheep for the Europeans were only to be had
by raiding for them. On two occasions the gunuers were
for some days on bread and water, but grumbling was not
thought of. It was only a change of diet  In April their
position was closely invested, and from this time till nearly
the end of May a constant state of fighting was kept up.
From shelter trenches and wherever cover could be found
they continued to annoy the garrison, On the 215t of May,
hearing that Brigadier Wymer wa< on his way, a furious
and determined assault was madec to capture the place, if
possible, before succour should arrive. The defence was 2
gallant one, and five days afterwards Wymer was safely
under the defences that had been held so well  Lieutenant
Walker’s account of the 21st is givenin the Appendix. The
3rd Regiment Shah's Infantry were afterwards formed into
*“the Kalit-i-Ghilzai Regiment of the Bengal Army under
command of Major j. Halket Craigie, C.B.”

By this time General Nott had received orders from the
Governor-General to retire to India by the Sukkur route.*
It was a blow to his hopes of joiming General Pollock at
Kabul. But in the end the destred permission was granted.
On the 7th and 8th of August Kandahdr was evacuated.,

Major-General England marched on the 1oth for Quetta
with four Regiments of Infantry. Lieutenant Cooper, with
the 1st Troop S.S.H.A., and Lieutenant Walker, with the
4th Company 2nd Battalion, proceeded with this Column
and returned to the Bengal Presidency wid Shikarpur,
meeting little opposition

Major-General Nott, with the rest of the force, moved

* G.G. to Nott, April 1gth, P.P. No. 259.
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towards Kabul on the 8th and reached Mukur without any
opposition on the 27th. After this, hostile parties began
to show themselves. Next day the Cavalry fell in with the
enemy’s whole force of Horse and were roughly handled,
and the whole force turned out; but they had disappeared.
Their leader, Shams-ud-din, showed front again on the 29th
as we were bombarding a small fort, but he lost the two
guns he had, his ammunition was blown up, and his tents
burned. There were some casualties among the Artillery
while attacking the fort. The force reached Ghazni on the
5th, and here again the cnemy appeared, but theéy were
driven off, the Horse Artillery and Licutenant Terry with
two guns being cngaged The great Ghazni gun, the Zabar
Jang, threw some shots into our camp.

After General Nott had spent three days in destroying
the fortifications of Ghazni, and burning the city, the force
again moved forward on the 10th, taking with it the gates
of Somnath by order of Government and the great gun
as a trophy  There was more or less fighting cach day, in
which the Artillery had their sharc—particularly on the
14th and 135th, when Shams-ud-din, with some 12,000 men,
occupied a succession of strong positions from Beni Baddm
to Maididn. Nott briefly says —

#Qur troops dislodged them in gallant style . . . The
Arttllery distinguished themselves, and T beg to mention the
names of Captam Leshe, Bombay H A, Captain Blood, Bombay
F.A., and Captain Anderson and lieutenant Turner of the
Bengal H A.”

As Nott was driving Shams-ud-din from his last position,
Pollock, a few miles off, was encamping his force on the
racecourse at Kabul.

We now have to go back to the time when Sir Robert
Sale left Kabul with orders to clear the passes towards
Jaldlabad. LieutColonel Montcath marched on the gth
of October with the 35th N.1,, a squadron 5th Light Cavalry,
Broadfoot’s Sappers and Miners, and the guns of Captain

1842,
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Abbott’s battery under lieutenant Dawes They were
attacked at Butkhdk. The heights of the Khurd Kabul
defile were strongly held. On the 11th, General Sale, with
the 13th Light Infantry, marched from the capital. The
following day the pass was cleared after some hard fight-
ing, in the early part of which Sale was wounded. The
Sepoys of the 3s5th emulated the soldiers of the 13th in
climbing the steep heights* and from this day sprung
up between the two regiments a spirit of brotherly cam-
araderie which continued till they separated at Feroze-
pore in December, 1842.

On the 18th, Captain Backhouse joined Colonel Monteath
with the Mountain Train. Captamn G. H. Macgregor was
employed negotiating with the chiefs while the force halted
for want of camels. On the 19th, Captain Abbott, having
returned from the expedition to Zurmat (awnte, Chap. IL,
p. 40), marched from XKabul with the remainder of his
battery, two 8-inch and two sd-inch mortars. The 37th
N.I. also came with him. On the 22nd, Sale moved
towards Tazin. Cautiously advancmg through the Haft
Kotal, crowning the hills on either side, they had a succes-
sion of skirmishes with the enemy which lasted till dusk.
On the 24th, the 37th N I, half the Sappers, and half the
Mountain Train were sent back to Kabul. On the 26th
the Brigade marched to Sch Baba, and next day to Kita
Sang.

On the 28th, a further advance was made to Jagdalak,
during which the rear guard was attacked Next day the
encmy were in force on the salient points of the llls, and
the flanking parties found themselves exposed to fire
from ground still higher which it was difficuit to silence.
Captain Wilkinson, with a company of the 13th, was sent on
by Captain Abbott through the defile to ascertain if it were
clear ahead. The enemy had not provided for this. There
was no obstacle; so Captain Abbott with his guns and the

* Colonel Denme’s dispatch, P.P. No. 5.
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advanced guard moved on at a rapid pace and were able
to take them in reverse. The enemy, however, fell upon
the rear guard and baggage, and for a time confusion pre-
vailed ; but “by the praiseworthy exertions and cool and
soldier-like order and example of Captamns Backhouse,
Broadfoot, and Fenwick, confidence was restored

and the rear guard extricated from the defile.” *

For eleven days longer Sale remained at Gandamak
Pressing letters from the Envoy urgmg his return were
received by the General (aptain Macgregor recerved on
the 10th authentic intelligence of the outbreak at Kabul
A council of war was held It decided upon occupying
Jaldlabdd as a powzt d'appu: for a reheving force from
India. The move was made, and Sale encamped before
Jaldlabdd on the 12th of November An attack on the
enemy on the 14th freed them for a time from annoyance ;
and next day the Artillery and Infantry marched in and
took possession of the town, to the astonishment of the
inhabitants, who thought they were on theirr way to
Peshawar

An examination of the town and citadel showed that
both would have to be occupied, but the walls requrred
much labour before they could be rendered defensihle
Captain G. Broadfoot, an officer of great talent, cnergy,
and will, was appomted cngineer. With Captain Abbott
also, than whom there was not in the regiment a better
Artillerist, 1t was certain that everything that ought to be
done would be accomplished as far as 1t was possible.
Some stores were found, and while the enemy were not 1n
sight supplies came 1n frecly. The works were pushed on
as rapidly as possible, The enemy began to collect again
on the 22nd, the canal supplying the town was cut on the
25th, and, as Sir Robert Sale was careful of his ammuni-
tion, they approached closer, occupying the low ground
along the river on the r1st, when a sortic, under Colone]

* Sale's dispatch, P.I>. No. 8.
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Dennie, supported by Captain Abbott, was made, and
they were again free from annoyance

Next day a letter from Major Pottinger told of the
murder of the Envoy, and on the gth a sealed letter was
delivered by three Sowars. It required the evacuation of
Jaldlabdd 1n virtue of the convention entered into with
Akbar Khan. Sale, after holding a council, asked for
further instructions as to the secunty which would be
given them for a frce passage A welcome convoy from
Peshawar brought 25,000 rupees, of which they were very
much in want

But on the 12th intelligence of the evacuation of Kabul
was received, and next day the scntries saw a solitary
figure slowly approaching the town  Eager eyes discerned
through their telescopes that he was English, and mounted
on a miserable pony, and a party of Cavalry went out and
brought him 1, wounded and exhausted. It was Asst.-
Surgeon Brydon. The terrible news of the slaughter in
the passes was told. Lights were kept burning all night,
and bugles sounded, 1f haply some other survivor might be
within sight or hearing, but there were none. The pony
died, but the man lived to take part in another memorable
defence, that of the T.ucknow Residency in 1837.

The garrison of Jalilabdd knew that Brigadier Wild
was at Peshawar, preparing to advance, and that General
Pollock was to command a force then being formed 1n
India, but on the 23rd they lcarned that the former had
been worsted 1n an attempt to pass the Khaibar, and they
had now to depend on their own resources. Another
demand for the evacuation of the place arrived on the
26th, bearing the seal of Shah Shuja. An evasive reply
was sent. A third * came on the 8th of February, but this

* (General Sale does not mention this last demand. The officers
summoned to consider 1t were surprised at seeing a letter from the
Governor-General saying that, in the event of Kabul falling, all the
other stations were to be abandoned. This added a fresh difficolty
in the way of decrding. They had no longer any business in Afghan-

istan, the only question was, could they retire with honour under the
circumstances ?
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was more directly answered. It was to be referred to the
Governor-General.

The food supply was tolerably well kept up by foraging
parties. The people had large herds grazing about, and
the raids were sometimes very successful.

But on the 19th of February, as the working parties
were busily engaged on the fortifications, Colonel Mon-
teath being field officer, a violent shock of earthquake 1n a
few seconds destroyed the work of many weeks, Colonel
Monteath was buried partially bencath the débris, from
which he was extricated by the men of the 13th working
there, who esteemed him as if he had belonged to their
own regiment.* But, in no way discouraged, the garrison
set to work to repair damages.

Akbar Khan was in the immediate vicinity His camp
was seen on the 15th He had heard three days before a
salute of twenty-one guns in honour of the birth of H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, which was announced the day before.

Next month, the cnemy began to invest the place.
Whenever a good chance offered, Abbott gave them a few
rounds from his guns, and he did not waste his ammuni-
tion; but as their numbers increased, so did their audacity.
A sortie, under Colonel Dennie, on the 11th caused them
considerable loss without any on our side. Captain Abbott,
on the 12th, was wounded by a spent ball, causing a
troublesome injury, but he did not absent himself from
duty.

The proximity of the enemy hindcred our getting forage,
which was scarce, and the horses suffered. Akbar Khan

# Amusing stories were told of this gallant and highly-respected
officer, that when other officer. were glad to have an occasional
change of linen, he used to turn out /0 a style fit for Bond Street He
wore—with respect, let it be said—a wig, but it was an unpardonable
offence to suspect it. And when the earthc%luake, regardless of rank,
threw him down, his chief anxiety was lest his headgear should have
been in any way disordered. As a 2nd-Lieutenant, I only knew him
to be of that rare school of gentlemen, as courteous to a young subal-
tern as to one of lus own rank. He afterwards took the suffix of
Douglas to his name. ' Kaye and other writers have misspelt 1t.
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sent out his sheep to éat the grass which we wanted.
Captain Broadfoot, in one of the affairs which the%protec-
tion of the grass-cutters made necessary, was severely
wounded on the 24th of March, but a few days after Lieu-
tenant E, W. C. Plowden, sth Cavalry, having got per-
mission from the General, sallied forth with twenty men,
the rest of the Cavalry and a large party of Infantry
following in support. He dashed forward, cut off a large
flock before the enemy could prevent him, and thus secured
520 head, while the enemy’s force coming on top late,
suffered considerably from the fire of the guns. It should
not be omitted that, on this occasion, the 35th N.I. gave
up their share of the spoil to their European comrades,
though they had been themselves on half rations through-
out.

As the enemy had been fortifying theirposition andrender-
ing ours more difficult, some of the senior officers, Captains
Abbott, Oldfield, and Broadfoot in particular, induced the
General to order a sortie in force.* Reports had come in
that General Pollock had failed to force the Khaibar, and
the confidence of the enemy required a check. So, on the
7th of April, the ordinary guards being left at the gates,
and the camp-followerst manning the walls, the whole
force moved out at daybreak in three columns, Colonel
Dennie, in the centre, had 500 bayonets; Colonel
Monteath, on the left, commanded his own regiment ; and
Captain Havelock, of the 13th L1, led a company of
each regiment and the Sappers and Miners on the right.
The Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield and Lieutenant
Mayne, were on the left, and the Field Battery in the

* Kaye (IL, p. 342) calls 1t a council of war: but Abhott, always

careful in his statements, and never malicious, 15 distinct on this
oint.

P + The camp-followers, mustered and unmustered, numbered 1,312,
General Sale enlisted them for service January 15th ; 621 were armed
chiefly with pikes, made up by Captain Abbott ; 691 were told off to
posts where stones had been collected. The Artillery had two killed ;
the Commissariat seven, and six wounded.



AXBAR KHAN DEFEATED, 63

centre. The Afghans, about 6,000 strong, were drawn up
in front of their camp.

The centre column deviated to the right in its advance
to attack a fort, and here Colonel Dennie, with some men,
were killed. The delay deprived the flanks of support, and
they were hard pressed, but, leaving the fort, which was
afterwards abandoned by its garrison, the centre came up,
and Captain Abbott, advancing the battery at a gallop,
directed a heavy fire on the Afghan centre. Notwith-
standing a stout resistance, their line was penectrated by
our centre and left. Havelock forced their left back on
the river, and soon the whole were disappearing in the
direction of Lughmdn. Four of the guns lost by the
Kabul force, with 635 rounds of ammunition, were recap-
tured ; their tents were burned, and such stores as were
not taken possession of were destroyed. It was a com-
plete success. Captains Backhouse and Macgregor served
as volunteers with the battery. A total of thirteen killed
and seventy-one wounded was small in comparison. Sir
Robert Sale in his dispatch of this date mentions all the
Artillery officers engaged.*

Captain Abbott in his report next day to Regimental
Headquarters, brings to notice the great assistance he had
received throughout the siege from Lieutenant Dawes, and
reiterates the good service rendered by this officer at Khurd
Kabul and Jagdallak on the 12th and 2gth of OQctober.
But he had to serve yet another campaign with frequent
honourable mention before he received even brevet pro-
motion. Captain Abbott alsc reports the names of two
gunners t of the 1st Troop 1st Brigade H.A., who had
come from Kabul as laboratory-men. They were both

- P?rs, No. 315,

t “Gunners Swindall and Deane . . both volunteered their
services and wére most useful Both men wounded in the action.
Gunner Swindall has proved a most valuable assistant to me, beng
thoroughly scquainted with every part of an Artlleryman’s duty, He

;s xobmgﬂw, and mtelligent, and 1 strongly recommend him for

184e2.
April.
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wounded on the 7th, and were promoted to the rank of
sergeant (G.O.C.C,, 19th May, 1842).

The defence of Jaldlabdd worthily vindicated the good
fame of our army. The honours accorded by Lord Ellen-
borough to “ the Illustrious Garrison” were merited. There
was one conferred upon the Artillery which cystom has not
perpetuated, and is now a thing of the past. It was, that
the 2nd Company 6th Battalion, in common with the rest
of the garrison, should wear on their appointments a mural
crown superscribed ¢ Jellalabad.” Also that the same
name should be engraved on the guns, which were to be
permanently attached to the Company.* As the 2nd of
the 7th it forfeited, in 1857, its right to any badge of
honour, but the principle involved remains. The Artiliery
motto of “ Ubique ” covers all fields, as in a sense 1t does
the achievements of the whole army. But why should
batteries not retain the designations as well as the tradi-
tions which have descended to them from former days?
Why should not the guns bear the names of the fields
where they have won fame? Napoleon knew well how
much a wreath, a motto, conferred on the battlefield and
worn proudly afterwards could nerve the arm and steel the
heart when odds were worst Regiments have their records
which they justly value. Some set so high a value upon
them that there is little fear of their ever being sullied by
misfortune. Of these the Artillery have always been
counted, and surely the country should on its part see to
it that no such acknowledgment of glory won by the
blood of brave men is ever withheld. For the days are
coming when England will be hard set to keep what her
army and navy have won for her.

When General Polliock arrived on the 16th he did not
relieve Jaldlabad. The garrison had done that for itself,
and for a time there was no enemy to fightt He could
only congratulate Sir Robert Sale,

* G.G.O,, Jan. gth, 1843,
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MAJOR-GENERAL POLLOCK'S RELIEVING FORCE.

The first intimation received in India of the disasters in
Afghanistan was from Captain F, Mackeson, Political
Agent at Peshawar, forwarding a letter from Captain Burn
dated Gandamak, 5th November, stating that the troops
at Kabul were shut up in the Bala Hissér. This was fol-
lowed by another from Sir Robert Sale, dated the 11th, stat-
ing that he was about to fall back upon and secure Jaléla-
bid. Nothing had been heard from Sir W. MacNaghten
since the 26th of October At Captain Mackeson’s urgent
request, the 4th Company 6th Battalion, under orders to
relieve the 2nd, the 3oth, 53rd, 6oth, and 64th N.I., were
sent on to Peshawar, Lieut-Colonel C. F. Wild, com-
manding at Ferozepore, was appointed to command as
Brigadier. He had the confidence of his superiors. The
Artillery had no guns To get any, Delhi being the
nearest magazine, he found he would have to borrow from
the Sikhs. Sale was calling foi a siege tramn. Sir Jasper
Nicolls, the Commander-in-Chief, demurred, saying it
looked like wanting to reconquer the country.* Sale was
writing urgent letters for Wild’s advancet The latter saw
the impossibility of the task, but could not say so either as
a soldier or without discrediting the native portion of the
force to which he belonged. The Commander-in-Chief
was on his way up country, and as yet 400 miles from the
Sutlej. It was the day of slow daks, not of telegraphic
commifinication. The Natwve Infantry had been hurried
up to Peshawar in consequence of Mackeson's pressing
letters. The Field Battery at Ferozepore was not yet horsed.
So far Kaye's statement that the discredit of not having
sent guns with Wild did not attach to the Commander-in-
Chief! holds good, But Sir jasper Nicolls should not
have allowed Wﬂd to advance until some guns, as well as

£y Nos, 88, 8q.
. mﬁﬁ@??d,! . mmagding at Peshaw;r, December 26, Jan.d 3. To
Brigglien W m fqand ri. P.P., Nos. 101, 111, 122, and 123
¥ V&, Mm i)» .
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part of the roth Light Cavalry, then moving up, should
have joined. Wild would have waited for them, hnd for
H.M.’s oth Regiment, also on its way to the front. Sir
Jasper's letter on the 6th of February, in reply to Captain
Mackeson’s remarks, throws the blame on that efficer and
upon Captain H. M. Lawrence of the Artillery for not
having been more precise in their demands. But it was his
province to decide on the composition and strength of the
force to be employed, not theirs. His objection to the use
of Horse Artillery in a pass is not to the length of the
fighting and baggage columns, but to the chance that a
gun pointed at an enemy on the side of a hill within
musket rangc might be dismounted or overturned, caucing
delay.* His experience in the Nipal War should have
taught him the value of Artillery in mountain warfare.
A little further on he remarks on the usefulness of Artil-
lery in making up for the shortness of range of our mus-
kets when opposed to jezails. Mountain Artillery equipped
and ready were not; there was thercfore little choice
left.

After much delay and resistance on the part of the
Sikhs, four guns were handed over, but these were so
rickety that on being testcd one broke down. They had
to be patched up anyhow, and Brigadier Wild, after repre-
senting the difficulties he met with, prepared to advance
as lightly equipped as possible. L:eut.-Colonel Mosely
marched by night on the 15th with two regiments and got
to Ali Masjid, but only about 60 out of 350 bullocks with
supplies reached the place. Brigadier Wild advanced on
the 1oth with the two remaining regiments. The Sikh
troops with him mutinied, thc guns broke down,t and the
Sepoys, disheartened, would not face the enemy. They
had to fall back upon Jamrud. Wild was wounded.
Lieut-Colonel Mosely, left without fooed, had to evacuate

* P.P, No 172.
+ One had to be abandoned, in spite of Captain Lawrenge’s efforts
to bring 1t away. "
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the fort on the 24th. The Brigadier’s despatch of the 28th
is painful reading. With even half a British regiment and
a battery of ours, theie seems to be lttle doubt that he
would have reached Jaldlabidd. He now could only wait
for the troops coming up Sickness meanwhile fell upon
his men, and the hospitals were crowded. Worse than
all, disabled fugitives of the Gharm and Kabul garrisons,
some Sepoys, many camp-followers, a Jarge number of

I'TEI D MARSHAL SIR . 101 LOCHk
(From a photograph by Jiessrs Mawll and 20+ )

whom had Jost fingers or toes from frost-bite, came into
Peshawar. Their stories were sufficiently alarming, Emis-
saries from without and from the Sikh camp told the
Hindia Sepby of the sin 1t was to cross the Indus, as it
had been not so lorg ago to cross the Karamndsa in
Bengal ; s0 the regiments became infected with mental as

with physjeal diseade, and desertions were numerous.
F2
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The command of the force now being formed had been
given to Major-General George Pollock, C.B., of the Bengal
Artillery, commanding at Agra He reached Peshawar
on the s5th of February and found something very like a
mutinous feeling had pervaded the native regiments; sad
to say, a few of the officers also. Cool, cautious, with
sound sense and judgment, it required such a man to
cope with this state of things  That he did so successfully
and found his regiments 1n good moral condition when
called upon to advance, was not the least of General
Pollock’s victories. But therc were 1,800 men in hospital
on the 7th of February, and he was detained at Peshawar
till the beginning of Apnil

The force was, by GG O February 23rd, brigaded as
follows —

Cavalry
Brigadier M Wiute, 3rd Light Dragoons,
3rd Light Dragoons, Ist and 1oth Light and 3rd
Irregular Cavalry* Dets sth Light Cavalryt and Ander-
son’s Horse t

Lifantry

Major-General ] McCaskill, K 11, Commanding.

ist Brigade t—Major-General Sir R, Sale, KCB +- HM.
r3th LI, 35th N1 Sappers and Miners, Ferris’ and
Burns’' Levies

2nd Brigade —Bnigadier | Tulloch, 6oth N.I. : H.M gth
Regiment, 26th and 6oth NI, sth Co. Sappers and
Mincrs

3rd Brigade —Brigadier ¢ FF Wild, 3oth N 1. - 30th, 53rd,
and 64th N [

4th Brigade.-—Brigadier T Monteath, 35th N.I.: H.M.
3ist Regiment,* 6th * and 33rd N 1.

* Came up afterward- under command of Colonel Bolton, ¥ M.’s
31st; reached [aldlabdd the 5th of May Two nsédlas, 3rd lrregular
Cavalry with advanced part of the army

t At Jaldlab4d.
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Avrtillery. 1842,
Bt -Major H. Delafosse, 3rd-1st H A., Commanding. PRty

3rd Troop ist Brigade,* 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade H.A., 22 Dep. Div.
2nd Co. 2nd Batt. No. 5 L.F.B, 2nd Co. 6th Batt. (Native) oM Bt
No. 6 LF.B.,T 4th Co 6th Batt. (Native), and Mountain
Train (Native).

The Dragoons and Captamn Alexander’s Troop (3-2 HLA.)

reached Peshawar on the 29th of March. General Pollock,
since his arrival there, had been visiting the hospitals, en-
quiring into the waunts of all and encouraging the men. A
spirit of confidence in him thus produced was followed in
the Sepoy regiments by a readiness to do their best.
Baggage was strictly limited—a camcl and two mules
carrying the General’s , a few 1ron-enamelled articles con-
stituted his table and tolet equpment. The Sikh troops
became more amenable and ready to co operate,

The order of march had been laid down and carefully  yaren.
studied by commanding officers, and when the army
marched to Jamrud on thec 31st it was as follows, and as
intended to enter the defile —

LEIL FIANKING ;  ADVANCL GUAR), Kitni FraNKING
CoLumN Brigadier Wikl Corumn,
Major G, Hwsh, Gren Co 9th Rerunent {1, Col, Taylor, K, i1
2 Cos gth Regiment 1 Co 26th N I, 2 Cos, 9th Regiment
4 Cos. 26th N 1. 3Cos30th N1 4 Cos 26th N I
200 Jazailchis 2 Cos 33rd N 1 l 400 Jarailchis

Sappers and \Miners,

Lt -Col. Mosely Moyor POCL Anderson

4 Guus 3211 A
7 Cos. 33rd N. L. 2 Guns M T, ‘ 7 Cow 3oth N.I.
DEGSUaN, | semeNosFR | JeR SR
14 Cos, 9t:h Regiment Sappers.

1}z Cos gth Regiment,

2 Cos, Commissanat, §3rd NI
Irregular Cavalry. Bagaage Sqqurd 18t L C
RFAR GU kD
Major-General McCashall, k11
3 Guns No_5, Ioth L.vht Cavalry, 2 Risilas,
Irreg, Cav, 2nd Squad 3rd Dragoon,
3 Co. Goth N.I, 1 Co. 6th N 1., 1 (o 9 Regiment

The rules for guidance of commanding officers were
plain and explicit. A trumpeter or bugler was attached

* Came up afterwards under command of Colonel Bolton, H.M.s
315t ; reached Jaldlab4d the 5th of May
t At Jaldlabad.
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to each separate detachment. Whenever any abstacle or
accident occurred, likely to impede or break the continuity
of the column, the officer in command nearest to the spot
was to cause the halt to be sounded, which was to be re-
peated by all the rest, the whole halting until the re-
moval of the difficulty enabled the signal for advance to be
given.

The order for placing the baggagc was to be carefully
adhered to, an officer from each regiment being ap-
pointed to this duty. No private guards were allowed.
The parties flanking the rear guard were not to hurry on in
advance of it , the officers commanding each to give therr
most vigilant attention to this, so that the rear might be
protected from any fire from the heigbts. As there were to
be intervals between cach detachment of about 5oo yards,
a considerable responsibility devolved upon subordinate
commanders *

The army moved off in this order at three o'clock on the
morning of the 5th in silence  No drum or bugle gave the
enemy notice, <o that when the light became clearer the
tribes covering the heights saw our flanking parties close
upon thcm  And now hot work began. The nature of the
ground on the left ecnabled Major Huish to carry the sum-
mit of the fitst in skirmishing order without much loss. A
smaller hill at the entrance of the pass was carried, and
these posts, being made over to Lieut-Colonel Mosely's
charge, he descended to clear the heights on the left of the
road leading to Ali Masjid

On the right, Licut -Colonel Taylor was equally suecess-
ful, though the ground was more precipitous. Lieutenant
Unett, with a squadron of the Dragoons, protected his
right as he advanced. Having secured his ground and
left Major Anderson 1n charge, he descended to clear off the
enemy on the right of the road Considerable opposition

¥ In order to prevent any possihle misconception of those orders,
General Pollock lumself went round to officers commanding to
ascertain that they were understood.
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was offered, especially at the bridge over a stream, but
they were compelled to retreat, and Colonel Taylor
occupied a tower and hill about a mile from Ali Masjid.
Lieutenant Cumming, of the gth Regiment, was killed on
the heights Sir Richmond Shakespear,who had volun-
teered his services, in charge of Mackeson’s Jazailchis, was
mentioned in Colonel Taylor’s report.

The enemy had some days before thrown up a strong
barricade of stones and trees, cemented with cearth at the
entrance to the pass. As soon as the flanking columns
were engaged, the advanced moved up to the barricade.
The enemy, finding their rear turned, abandoned this posi-
tion, and the work of clearing away was actively pro-
ceeded with under Lieutenant John Becher. Captain
Alexander was sent forward, and placed the guns so as to
assist the flanking parties with shrapnel whenever oppor-
tunity offered. The heat was very great. In the evening,
General Pollock was encamped at Alr Masjid, which was
occupied by Captain Ferris' Jazailchis from the left. Not
a single baggage animal was lost. Qur casualties only
amounted to 31 killed and missing, and 104 wounded. Of
these, 41 were in the gth Foot and 37 in the Jazailchi
Corps. Bnigadier Wild, Captain Ogle, gth Foot, and
Licutenant Mulcaster were wounded The enemy’s loss
was known to have been very large. Except a passage of
arms with the Lalpura people at the further outlet of the
pass, no further opposition was offered.

On the 16th, General Pollock’s force marched into Jal-
alabidd. As each corps passed the two regiments drawn
out to receive them, they saluted the colours which for five
months past had so well represented the British power.

But Pollock had other difficulties besides an enemy to
contend with. Lord Ellenborough had landed in Calcutta
on the 28th of February, and taken over office from the
Earl of Auckland, who on the 15th of that month had
sent his orders® to Pollock, that when he had relieved Sale,

* P.P, No. 171.
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he was to retire on Peshawar, Lord Ellenborough, in a
letter to Sir Jasper Nicolls of March rs5th* contemplates
the possibility of General Pollock striking some signal
blow, even advancing on Kabul, at the same time contain-
ing restrictive considerations of an opposite kind. This
was sent to Pollock. It did not rescind the orders of
February 15th. Lord Ellenborouzh had not made up
his own mind, for on the 19th of April he sent orders to
Nott to retire on Sukkur,} and the same day wrote to the
Commander-in-Chzief, saying he considered Pol'ock’s force
in a false position, with a long pass and an uareliable
nation in 1ts rear, and suggesting that his army should be
withdrawn to the east of the Khaibar, from whence any
new operations could be undertalen.;

Sir Jasper, being a soldier, did not follow up such a
suggestion. In his reply of the 2z7th ApnlL{ he says he
has not given any instructions to General Pollock, who
must be guided by the sth, gth, 1oth, and i11th paras. of
the orders of the 13th of March, and decide whether to ad-
vance or retirc from Jalilabad ¢ The General is a clear-
headed, good officer,and you have loaded his advance with
heavy cautions, but he will stand alone, and as far as I
know, treat those around him rather as advisers than
agents.”

There was another consideration of which Lord Ellen-
borough took small heed, but which the army had cherished.
The widow of the murdered Envoy, the wife of the General
who had so gallantly held Jalalabdd,and a number of officers
and soldiers, their wives and children, were prisoners in the
hanas of Akbar Khan. Pollock and his officers would
not believe that England would suffer them to be left to
their fate.

And General Pollock was equal to the occasion, He
had not carriage for his whole force; the camels having
becn only engaged as far as Jaldlabid, had mostly gone

* PP, No 200 t 75, No. 259.
1 15, Nos. 261, 262, § 16, No 284.
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back So he halted there till he could mnake up the num-
ber he required. And he wrote to General Nott desiring
him not to retire till he should hear further from him ; an
order which the gallant old General, though preparing to
carry out the other orders he had received from India,
gladly obeyed.

On the 5th of May, Colonel Bolton arrnved with the 3rd
Troop 1st Brigade H.A., under Lieutenant Richardson,
H.M. 31st, 6th N 1., and rest of the 3rd lrregular Cavalry.

To accomplish one part of the Governor-General’'s some-
what obscure orders, Colone! Monteath was sent into the
Shinwdri Valley, SE of Jalilabad H.M. 31st, the 33rd
and 53rd N.I, Captain Ferns' Jazailchis, and Captain
Abbott’s battery composed the force  Several forts in the
Goldi country were destroyed. At Deh Sarak, a gun and
part of the treasure of the ill-fated Kabul garnson were
recovered. The only fighting was at Mazna, when Lieu-
tenant Mcllveen, of the 31et, was hilled. On the 3rd of
August Monteath returned to Jaldlabad,

By this time the letters (July 4th) from Government
were received, which permitted Nott to retire by Ghazni
and Kabul, and PPollock to combine hi; movements with
those of Nott, on their own responsibility. The excite-
ment which this caused throughout the army was ex-
pressed by Sir R. Sale’s *“ Hurrah! this 1s good news ”*

On the 2oth, Pollock, with an advanced force, marched
for Gandamak where the rest were to join, all in the hightest
marching order. He had with him —

Artillery
3rd Troop ist and 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade (four guns),
No. 6 Field Battery,} and Mountam Tram.

Engimecrs
5th Company and Broadfoot’s Sappers.

# Letter to General Pollock, August 16th
t Lientenant C. Douglas was attached to this battery at Jalilabdd,
ihere heing only one other subaltern, Dawes, with 1t,

1842.
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June,

July 26th

August,
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Cavalry

3rd Light Dragoons, 1st, 5th (one squadron), toth (head-
quarters and one squadron) Light Cavalry, and 3rd Irregu-
lars (Tait’s).

Infantry.

H.M. gth, 13th, and 3rst Regiments, the Jbth, z6th,
33rd, 35th, and Goth N.I, and Mr. Mackeson’s Bildars

A detachment was left at Jalalabad with the sick and
the superfluous baggage. Two guns of Alexander’s Troop
were at Fatiabad

The force was formed in two divisions, one under Sir R.
Sale, the other under General McCaskill  Passing the
former, who had becn at Fatiabad, General Pollock wert on
with McCaskill’s division to Nimla, where he was joined
by Captain HH M. Lawrence, with part of the Sikh con-
tingent which had been moving along the left bank of the
Kabul River At Gandamak, on the 23rd, a strong posi-
tion for the camp was sclected

The cnemy were in force at the villages of Mamu and
Kuchhi Khel, which were to the left front of the camp
some three mules distant General Pollock attacked in
two columns, the right under General McCaskill, the left
under Brigadter Tulloch  Captain Abbott's guns were in
support. Driven from Mamu Khel, the enemy retired to
Kuchli Khel, a fort about a mile in rear and close to the
hills. They were dislodged and followed up into the hills
as far as could be done with prudence. Colonel Taylor, of
the gth Foot, and Captain Broadfoot greatly distinguished
themselves. The camp was then moved down to Mamu
Khel until the 30th, when it returned to Gandamak,

Here General Pollock waited for the rest of his force
under Sale, and for supplies On the 7th the first division
under Sale left for the Surakh-ib, McCaskill with the
second the day after. A detachment to preserve the com-
munications was left at Gandamak : two regiments N.I.,
two squadrons L.C,, part of the Sikh contingent, and two
guns of Alexander's Troop under Lieutenant G. Larkins,
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Sale's division consisted of :— 1842.

Artsllery. September.
Two guns 3rd Troop 1st Brigade, No. 6 Field Battery ;
three guns Mountain Train

Cavalry.
3rd Light Dragoons, one squadron 1st L.C, three risdlas
Tait's 1 C
Infantry
H.M. gth and 13th Regunents,/{ﬁth and 35th N[
Sappers 5th Company, and Broadfoot's, Mackeson’s
Bildars.
McCaskull's division consisted of —

Artillery
Two guns, 3rd-1st H.A ; four guns, 3rd-2nd H.A

Cavalry.
Two squadrons 1st Light, three risilas 3rd Irregulat.

Infantry

ILM. 31st, wings 33rd and 6oth N [ ; Sikh Contingent.

The enemy on the 8th occupied the heights command- sept. 8th.
ing the Jagdalak Pass. A deep ravine protected them on
the left, where the hills, studded with sungahs, formed
an amphitheatre mclining towards the road Here the
troops, halted while the guns opened, were within range of
their jezails, and several casualties occurred The Artillery
fire was well directed, but as they still held their ground
the General ordered the Infantry to attack. Captain
Broadfoot, with his Sappers, was sent against a steep hill
on the extreme left of their position. The oth, under
Lieut.-Colonel Taylor, supported by two companies 35th
N1, crossed the deep ravines and scaled the hills on
their right, where a ruined fort was strongly occupied.
Captain Wilkinson, with the 13th, and 110 men of the 26th
N.I, attacked a steep conical hill in their left centre, the
key of their position. A spirit of emulation pervaded all,
and the three attacks were successful. The Ghilzais fled
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before our soldiers to higher, and scemingly inaccessible
ground, but from it too they were dislodged. .

General Pollock, without stopping, pushed on the same
day to Kata Sang. His troops, wearied with the march
and fight, required rest—Sale even advised a halt. But he
knew the importance of not allowing his eneny time to
rally. Had he done so he would have had to fight his way
through the Jagdalak Pass, for Akbar Khan was preparing
to meet him. Brigadier Tulloch, who commanded the rear
guard this day, had plenty to do. lLicutenant Douglas was
on 1t and had his horse shot, The success of this day wds
won by a single division with a loss of only six killed and
58 wounded.

The second division had some fichting next day over the
same ground, and did not rcach Kata Sang till the roth.

pl
———— ]
‘A Traen L)

ACIION OF REAR GUARD, SLPILAIBRER 13TH, 1842

The first marched from Seh Babato Tazin on the 11th, and
were there joined by General McCaskill, after a forced march,
Akbar Khan was now at Khurd Kabul. While Pollock
halted in the Tazin Valley, he moved forward and occxfpied
the heights in his front, determined to make a last stand.
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Bul he was entirely defeated. The Infantry scaled the
heights on either side of the road leading up to the Haft
Kotal, and with the bayonet, dreaded by the Afghans more
than the bullet, drove them from rock to rock, from hill to
hill.  QOur soldiers had, for the last four days, passed over
ground strewn with the ghastly remains of the massacred
army—sights that stirred up a destre for stern retribution.
The heights of the seven passes, steep as they were, were
won,

The rear guard this day was commanded by Lieut.-
Colonel F. Richmond Captain Alexander’s Troop was
with 1t, also Lieutenant C Douglas with two guns of No 6
Battery. The road passed up one of the ravines from the
valley of the Tazin River. To the south the cnemy had
posted two guns on a height commanding 1t perhaps a thou-
sand yards distant. By Douglas’ account they were our own
To oppose them he was posted with his two on the spur be-
hind which the road ran, under the shelter of which the bag-
gage was collecting  Here he was jomed by Captain H. M
Lawrence, glad to be once again with guns. The latter
with his first shot disabled one of aurs on the other wide*
Large bodies of Cavalry were collecting in the valley, and
Captain Alexander’s Troop unlimbered m the valley,
supported by some Cavalry t The latter, getting a chance
mn the open ground, charged and broke the cnemy, who
collected again wherever they could. The fire of the guns,
particularly of those on the higher ground, where a better
view could be had, kept them at a distance till the baggage
had all cleared off As the rcar gnard moved on the
Afghans kept close behind, and Lieutenant Douglas’ guns,
masked by the Infantry, remained in rear, with a charge of
grape in each, kept home by priming-wirc and sponge ; but
whenever the trails were dropped and the Infantry opened

* Froman account by Colonel C. Douglas, who g es a 1ough sketch
of the ground, copied above.

+ Captain Unett and a squadron 3rd Dragoons ; Majot Scott and a

'squadron 1st L C.; Captan Tait with a squadron of Ius (3rd)
brregulars.

1842.
Sept. 13th.
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out, the Afghans, taking the hint, got up the hillsides out
of the way.*

Akbar Khan had lost the game. He fled to Ghorband,
having previously sent the prisoners towards Bamidn. On
the 15th, Pollock’s army was encamped on the racccourse
at Kabul, and next day Nott was encamped at Crardeh

The first thing that General Pollock did was to send
out, after General Nott had, unfortunately for his reputa-
tion, expressed his decided unwillingness to do so, a
brigade under Sir Robert Sale to recover the prisoners
Sir R C. Shakespear had gone on with a party of Kuzzil-
bash Horse to follow them into Bamidn. But they had
purchased therr own reclease, and he met them returning
with their late jailor The names of those belonging to the
Artillery are given in Note D

Nothing now remained to prevent General Pollock from
returning with his force and General Nott's to India, except
that Amin Ullah Khan had collected a force at Istilaf,
with the expresserd intention of fighting  Major-General
McCaskill was sent with two brigades of Infantry under
RBrigadiers Tulloch and Stacy,the 3rd L.ight Dragoons (two
squadrons), 1st L. C (one squadron), and Christie’s Horse
The Artillery sent wae Captamn Blood's Battery (Lieu-
tenant Terry present), Captain Backhouse's Mountain Train
(Lieutenant Richardson present), and two 18-pounders
under Lieutenant Cornish  The place was taken after a
stout resistance, with but hittle loss to ourselves. Lijeu-
tenant Richardson was slightly wounded ~ Major Pottinger,
Bombay Artillery, and Licutenant R. H. Pollock, the
General's A.D C,, were also present.

After this, General Pollock prepared to return. On the
i2th of October the march commenced, General Nott's
division forming the rear guard. But all cleared out of

* General Pollock mentions the following Artillery officers in his
dispatch  Major Delafosse, Captans H M. Lawrence, Abbott,
Alexander, Lane, Backhouse, and Fitzgerald ; Lieutenants Sir R, C
Shakespear and K. Pollock Lieutenant Douglas was mentioned by
Lieut.-Colonel Richmond in his report of the rear guard.
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Kabul at the same time, Pollock’s column was lengthened
by a great number of fugitives, some Sepoys, some camp-
followers, whom the destruction of Ghazni and Kabul had
rendered homeless, and who sought refuge and a return to
their own country. It was absolutely refused by Nott, but
Pollock, though he greatly felt the inconvenience, saw that
the safety of his army would not be risked, and they were
allowed some carriage They would *certainly have ham-
pered the rear of the army

General Sale, with two brigades, the Mountain Train, and
some Cavalry, went by the Gospand Darra Pass on the
right of and parallel to that by Khurd Kabul. thereby turn-
ing it, so that the rest of the army passed through without
a chot being fired  After this, however, viule the leading
divisions passed on without difficulty, General Pollock’s rear
was often fired on, and General Nott's brigades, not so
observant at first of the necessary precautions, suffered m
consequence  Captamn Leeson, commanding the rear guaid,
had a running fight nearly the whole of the 15th  Lieu-
tenant Terry with his guns did good service

From Tazin to Seh Baba, thc rewr divistons were still
engaged. Traversing the Jagdalak Pass was a rhfficult
matter. Pallock’s rear here and the guns had therr hands
full.  Brigadier Stacy’s division in Nott’s forcc had
Leslie’s and Turner’s troops of H.A with 1t, and was
hotly engaged. Major Simmons, 415t Regiment, with the
rear guard, was delayed m camp, having to burst the two
18-pounders brought from Kandahdr The Somnath gates
were nearly lost this day. They were the source of the
greatest difficulty owing to the value placed upon them by
Lord Ellenborough and the wiwieldy nature of the load,
and the unnecessary cause of very much money and some
bad language being expended m bringing them to India.
The first division, under Sir R. Sale, reached Jaldlab4d on
the 22nd ; General McCaskill’s on the 23rd , and General
Nott’s an the 24th.

Here a halt was made for four days. The fortifications
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of Jalilabidd were destroyed, and on the 27th General
Pollock’s divisions marched for Peshawar. No opposition
was offered till Landikhdna was reached Brigadier Wild,
commanding the rcar brigade of General McCaskill's divi-
sion, which marched for Ali Masjid on the 3rd, was de-
tained on the road with the large gun which had been
brought away from Jaldlabdd as a trophy. Failing to get
it along, Captain Lane, in whose charge it was, had to
abandon it, being attacked by a large body of Afridis near
Garhi Lila Beg, o that hc had to throw his detachment
into a fort Iaeutenant A. Christie was ordered to join the
rear guard with a gun and howitzer of the Mountain
Train, Lieutenant L. Smith remaining with the others in
advance Darkness had set in, and vnder its cover large
numbers of Afridis rushed upon the guns from the bushes
thickly growing on either side of the road, firing, throwing
stones, and using their knives. A number of our men were
killed, Lieutenant Christie, of the Artillery, and Ensign
Nicholson among the number, and the gun and howitzer
were lost at the time, but recovered next day.

General Nott's rear guard was attacked on the same
ground. From Landikhana till clear of the pass there was
continual sknmishing The General and Wymer's brigade
marched at 6 am , after them, at a sufficient interval, came
Leslie’s Troop H A., then Captain Anderson with Turner’s
Troop, and then Blood's I'ield Battery Captamn Leslie got
to the top of the ascent without difficulty, but the other
two, especially the heavier one, required asststance. foa
ravine, on the right, lay the unfortunate “ kazi,” the Jaldla-
bad trophy gun There was no time to think of such triftes,
so at Brigadicr Stacy's desire, Major Sotheby undertook
to have it burst. The other trophy gun, “Zabar Jang”
(weighty in war), which Nott had brought from Ghazni,
had died at Kabul of the same disease. Small as his divi-
sion was, Brigadier Stacy managed, by posting parties at
intervals through the defile, to enable the baggage to keep
moving on during the night. Next day Brigadier Stacy’s
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division continued its march. Major Brown, 4ist Regi-
ment, commanded the rear guard. Constant attacks were
made on the line of picquets. The fort of Ali Masjid was

blown up about noon, and shortly after Lieutenant W

S. Terry went with a party to select a spot for a gun to
keep the enemy in check. On this duty he was severely
wounded, and died threc days afterwards at Peshawar He
was an officer of considerable promise. By the strong line
of posts the passage of the baggage and »tores was secured,
and when the rear guard had cleared the castern end of
the defile, the last act in the evacuation of Afghanistan was
accompiished

An army of reserve had been concentrated upon the
Sutlej as a measure of precaution agamst any movement
or measure of an unfriendly nature on the part of the Sikh
army. The Governor-General at its head on the 17th of
December recerved the victorious troops, * the illustrious
garrison ” first of all, with spectal honours, and a week of
feasting* closed the war, begun so inauspiciously three years
before.

A list of the honours conferred upon the Atrtillery officers
is given in the appendix to this chapter Medals were
conferred, one for the defence of Kaldt-i-Ghilzat, onc for
Taldlabad, and oue for the operations in Afghanistan w
1842. The thanks of both Houses of Parhament were in
1843 voted to Major-General Sir George Pollock, G C.B,
as well as to Sir W. Nott, G.C B, Sir John McCaskil},
K.CB, Sir R. H. Sale, GC B, and General ¥ngland, but
in the debate in the Upper House it was the Leader of the
Opposition, the Marquis of Lansdowne, who brought to
notice the cssential services rendered to his country by Sir

*# The 35th N.I, as a parting compliment to H M. 13th Light
Infantry, with which they had been so closely associated, obtamed
permission to entertain them at a banquet. The native officers
superintended all the arrangements, regardless of the strict hmita-
tions of caste, Eatables and stronger iquids than water weic sup-
phed plentifully, as well as doolies for the conveyance to their tents
of any who might find it ;aconvement to walk

G
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George Pollock, which the Duke of Wellingtea passed by
almost without comment. The feeling of the great Duke
towards Pollock sufficiently appears in his correspdndence
with Lord Ellenborough, and the groundlessness of his
criticisms may be seen by comparing them with the
measures adopted by Pollock both going and returning,*
or by one who knows what the Afghan hills are like.

Sir George Pollock was, five years after, granted a pen-
sion of £1,000 a year by the Court of Directors,
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#* This refers to the Duke’s letter to Lord Ellenborough dated
February 4th, 1843, more particularly the part commencing “ I con-
fess I do not admire the retreat” (“Indian Admnstration of Lord
Ellenborough,” p. 345). The Duke scems to have been influenced by
Lord Ellenborough’s vatious cnticisms both upon Pollock and Nott
The latter was spoken of at first very shghtingly, afterwards iy terms’
of hugh praise.
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APPENDIX.

NOTE A.

Names of Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served in Afghanistan
during the year 1842.

Major-Genl,
Major
Bt.-Major
Captain

Bt,-Captain
i3]

Lieutenant

L34
"

L1

”
2

George Pollock, C.
Fredenick 5. Sotheby
Henry Delaflinse
Thomas Nicholl
Augustus Abbott

James Alexander
William Anderson

John T, Lane
Julius B Backhouse
Henry M, Lawrence

Augustine it gerakd
George Larlans
George H Macgrarm
Robert Waller

TFrederich W, Coinish

Llewellyn Snnth

George L. Cooper

Sir Richioond €, Shalke
spear, Kt

Robert Walker

Vincent Eyre

John L. C Richaideon
Charles Stewart

Michael Dawes
Frank Turner
}\ohn Abercromine
Robert Wasburton

Ernle Kyrle Money
Alexander W. Ilawkins
Charles Douglas ..
Charles A, Greene

§ ‘
Thomas Brongham

M e e — e -

2] Batt

30d Tp o oxet Bde,

15t Tp 15t Bde,
st T p st Bde,
3td Tp 2nd Bde
4th Co zund Batt

\lount Train

31d Tp. 2nd Bde,
31d Tp znd Bde.

15t Tp 14t Bde

3rd Co z2nd Batt,
2nd Co, 2nd Batt,

3t Co 2nd Batt

31d Tp 1st Bde
Ist Tp 14t Bde.

2nd Co, 6th Ratt J
2nd Tp. 5.9 H A
3rd Tp 1st Bde
Shah’s Own Arty ®

3rd Tp. 15t Bde, |
st Tp 1st Bde,.
21} Co. 2nd Batt !

Mouwnt Tran

3rd Co, 2nd Batt, ,

Comdg  Troops West
of Indus

Comdg. Arty
Nott’s Column

Comdg, Arty Bengal
Column

Genl.

kailled in retreat at
Jagdalak.

Comdg 2nd Co. 6th
Batt

Comdg IT A,, late Shah
Shga’s
Comy of Ordnance

Political Emp. -~Comdg
Sikh Contingent

Political Employ.
Prisoner 1n
Khan's Hands,

Akbar

1st Troop Shah’s HLA,

y Mily Sevy to Genl.
{  Pollock,
I"1soner m  Akbar

Khan’s Iands.

Kiled in retreat at
Gandamak,
Prisoner 1 Akbar

Khan'’s Yiands.

2nd Troop Shahs HLA

Whas attached to 2nd
Co 6th Batt

Killed mn  retreat at
Jagdalak,

_* Lieut, Warburten was appomnted to the charge of some guns under this
title. |"Codk command, 23rd Angust, 1830,

G2
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NoTeE A—continued

Lieutenant | Alexander Chnistie | 4th Ca 6th Batt, | Killed 3rd Nov, in ac-
! tion near Ali Masjid,
» Alexander Robertson 4th Co. 6th Batt
” Robert 1T Polloch ! AD E to General Pol-
lock.
Asst.-Surg. | Alexander Bryce, M D ] 1t Tp  1st Bde| kalled 11 retreat at
Foan Al Taan,
» Richard W Faithful 3rd Tp 2nd Bde,] Medical Store Keeper

H A with the Trnops
Dunean McRac 3td Ip 1t Bde
ira
2nd Co, 2nd Batt,
3rd Co 2nd Batt

Wm S, Comberbach
IHerbert Coe

»
Vet. surg, | W T Barrett

NOTLE B
Names of Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served in Sind and
Afghamstan during the year 1842

Bt -Major  john Lloyd , Comdg Arty. m Sind.
Captamn James Sinclair | Comy Ordnance, Sind.
N Tohn T Leshe 15t Troop |
. krancis J Pontardent Polatical Employ
" Henry Stamford ~ Comy. of Ordnance,
\ Sukkur.
» William T Wihithe znd Co 2nd Bat

i3]
Bt.-Captamn
Lieutenant

1
Second-Laeut

b2)
Asst -Surg

Clements Blood
(reorge 1utt
Henry Giberne

I ldied Pottinger, C 12
A T Rowan
Ldward S Blake

Edward Welland

Thos, C. Pownoll
George A Prucn
David Erskine

Walter 5 Terry

A B Kemhll
Regmald T Breut

Charles B Fuller
John Worgan
Edward Wray
John 5 Petnie
C. Smith
T C Baxter

3rd Co st Batt ]
3rd Co Gol
3rd Co, (ol

15t Throop
Det Gol
2nd Co and Batt
15t Troop

3rd Co 1st Batt

3d Co o gst Batt

15t Troop .

l

On sick Jeave.

Domng duty from Sur
vey Dept.

Polhitical Fmploy

Iome on sick leave,
19th August, 1842,
Died at Sukkur, 27th

Dec.

Brigade Major Arty. in
Sind.

Died at Peshawar, gth
Nov., 1842, of wound
1n action at Ali Mas-
yid, 6th idem:.

Dopg duty from 4th
Troop.

Gl .. Sind.
Gol. ] Sind.
2nd Co, 2nd Batt | TransferredtogthTroop.

.| 2nd Co, 2nd Batt,

15t Troop
15t Troop
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NOIE C

ARTILLERY REGIMINIAI ORDERS,
2oth July, 1842.

The Commandant has much pleasure m publishing the follow-
ng extract from Lieutenint Walker’s report of the good conduct
of the 4th Company 2nd Battallon under las command in the
defence of Kelat1 Ghilzie —

“The attack was made about half past three am  The two
maimn bodies were directed against two potots of the fort, at one
of which 1 had two 6-poundur guns, and at the other one 6 poun-
der. The encmy succeeded 1n planting thewr scaling-ladders and
crossing the ditch by them, and at one time were 1n great force
at the top of the hill, when the kuropeans weie obliged to resort
to their small arms, and the enemy were by them and the Sepoys
shot and bayonetted one after the other in numbers. Where
every man of the detuchment did hus duty to the utmost 1t nught
seem not to require mdwidual mention, but 1 deem 1t my duty
to specify the names of the men at the three guns which had the
luck of beanng the brunt of the c¢ngagement, as also the names
of Staff-Sergeant A Sweeny, Corporal I McDonald, Magazine
Sergeant, and Bombardier v Keelty, laboratory man.

CORIORALS

W. Pitchey. | I Bemet | R C Mudleon
GUNNERS
{;VNapler. B kell, W llughes
. Brown ! W Clear D Reddin,
T. Smuth 1 WBryan. T Martin
M. Bradley W. RBvans J McDonald
J Snuh

{with 3 Nauchs and 13 Privates, Gun Lascar Detail not entcred here).

¥ Segned) Roeer1 WALKER, Licutenant,
“ Commanding Artillery, Kelat-1-Ghilae.”

1842.
May 21st,
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NOTL D

List of Prisoners belonging to the Aitillery released on the
215t September, 1342

Brevet-Major Lldrcd Pottinger (Bombay).
Brevet-Captain R Waller, H. A, wife and two children.
Jaeatenant V' Eyre, wife and one child

Licutenant R. Warburton
Conductor Thos B Ryley, wife and threc children.
Sergeant Wade and wife.
Sergeant M McNee, H A
Sergeant Cleland, H A
Gunner A Hearn, H A
Gunner Kean, H A
Gunner Dalton, H A

NOfL L

Honours conferred upon Artillery Officais for Services 1n the
Afghan Wai, 1839-1842

BuNGAL ARIITTERY.

G.G.0O,, 24th March, 1840 Major Pew, Brevet-Licut.-Colonel.
G.G.O. Captain Abbott, Brevet-Major and C.B.
24th Dec ,r842 Captain MacGregor, Local Majorand C.B.
N Captain Backhouse, Brevet-Major.

G.G O, 25th Jan, 1843. Major-General Pollock, C.B., G.C.
Majors Sotheby and Delafosse, C.B. |
GGO, Captain Anderson, Brevet Major and C.B.
215t Feb., 1843 Major Backhouse, C.B
Captains Tane and Lawrence, Brevet-Major.,

BoMmBAY ARIILLERY.

G.GO Lzeut.-ColIonel T. Stevenson, C.B.

A Captains Lloyd and Coghlan, Brevet-Major.
24th March, 1840. | [ioue E. Pottinger, Local Major and C.,fgj.m
G.G.0Q,, 218t Feb,, 1843. Captans Leslhie and Blood, Brev&t\vMaj&r.



CHAPTER IV.
GWALIOR CAMPAIGN,

DrFricoLtiks Wil GwaLIiok —Aamy of Fxercise Formed—Left \Wing—
Constitution of Force—Right Wing Advance to Hingonah—Move to
wards Chaunda—Movement of Cavalry on the Left—Attack of centre on
Maharajpur—Of Right Bngade—Cavalry and llorse Artillery attach
Chaundah and Shikarpur—Fnemy driven across the River-—Remarks
~—Conduct of Infantry—I1leavy Casualty Roll—Advance of Left Wing—
Battle of Paniar—IIonours and Rewards

THE state of affairs at Gwaltor m the ycar 1843 was
very disturbed. The army had acquured a dangerously
predomunant power during the reign of the young Maharaja
Jankoji Rao Sindiah, who died February 7th.  Ilis widow,
hut thirteen years old, adopted as successor a boy of eight.
The Mama Sahib, maternal uncle of Jankoji, was appointed
Regent with the support of our Resident at Gwalior, but
the child-widow was under the influence of a party hostile
to him, of which the Dada Khasgiwala was leader. A
series of Court intrigues followed. The army wished to be
paramount, and was massed about Gwalior. Disturbances
and fighting followed. The Regent and Bntish Resident
were obliged to leave, and several British officers were dis-
missed Sidiah’s service  Unwilling as he was to interfere,
the Governor-General was constrained to provide for the
security of our territory.

Sir Hugh Gough had lately succeeded Sir Jasper
Nicolls as Commander-in-Chief A force was assembled
at Agra iry November under his personal command, called
“The Army of Exercise.” Shortly after, another, called
" Tfﬂgﬁ Left Wing * was formed. The corps composing it,
frotm' Mirzapur, Allahabad, Cawnpore, and the south of

1843.
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1843.  Bandelkhand, concentrated at Jhansi towards the latter

part of December.

The whole force was thus constituted :—

Avrtillery.

Brigadier G. E. Gowan, Commanding

Captain J. H, Macdonald, D.A.A G, Captain L. F. Day,
Commuissary of Ordnance

Horse Artillery Brigadier E. Biddulph, Licutenant E. G.
Austin, Brigade-Major

sz ¥d. Bau, > 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade, Captamn C. Grant.

2.3 Dep. Div~ » 3rd » ” Major ¥. Alexander.
L.,RH.A. - Ist Troop 3rd Brigade, Captam)/Brind
57 Fd. Bat, +~ 2nd “ “ Major J T. Lanc
s, RHA, - 3rd ” Captain G. Campbell

Foot Artillery Bngadier J Tennant, Captain A. Huish,
Brigade-Major
21 ¥d, Bat. ¢ Ist Co. 1st Batt. No 10 H F.B, Major T Sanders.

10 Fd. Batt. 2nd ,, I1st , Reserve*
8'Co. 5. Div 1st ,, 3rd ,, Reserve?
23 Fd. Batt and , 3rd , Resenc™
2 Mt Batt. 7 1st ,, 4th |, No 17 ILF B, Captamn B3 Browne.
4 Mt, Batt, 2nd ,, 4th |, Reserve, Licut IT D’O Baille.
6 Mt Batt, 3rd ,, 4th |, Reserve.
6 Co, E Div. 4th , 4th | Reserve, Licut, H S Leathes
6th ,, 6th , No 16 LF B, Licut W. Olpherts.

sth, 8th, gth, and 10th Cos 6th Batt Native Reserve,
Engincer s
Major E. J. Smith, 151, 3rd, and 4th Cos. Sappers.
Cavalry.
Major-General Sir J. Thackwell, K C.B, K.H., Command-
ing.
15t Brigade.—Brigadier A. Campbell, K.H.: two squadrons
soth Lancers, two squadrons sth, two squadrons 11th L.C.,
wing 2nd 1.C,
2nd Brigade.—Brigadier D Harrott . 8th L.C,, 8th L.C,,
Cavalry Bandelkhand Legion.

* Sent back to Agra from Dholpur with siege-train.
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ADVANCE TO HINGONAH, al

3rd Brigade —Brigadier C. R. Cureton : 16th Lancers, 1st
L.C, 4th L.C.
4th Brigade.—Brigadier J. Scott: Body Guard, 4th and

1oth L.C.
Lufantry.

IST DIVISION : Major-General J. Grey, C.B., Command-
ing.

g;st Brigade.—Brigadier W. A, Yates * 3rd Buffs, 3oth and
515t N.I, Bandelkhand Legion.

2nd Brigade—Brigadicr R. Blackall II M. soth, soth
and §8th N I.

2ND DivisioN - Major-General Dennis, Commanding

3rd Brigade.—Major-General T. Vahant, K.H. 32nd and
16th N.I.

4th Brigade.—Brigadier L. R. Stacy, C.B 14th, 3Ist,
and 43rd N.IL

3RD DI1vISION Major-General J. H. Littler, Command-
ing.

sth Brigade—Brigadier T. Wright - H. M., 30th, 35th*
and §6th N.I.

6th Brigade.—Brigadier S. D Riley 62nd and 7oth N.I.,
Kal4t-i-Ghilzar Regiment.

The left wing consisted of the ist and 2nd Brigades of
Cavalry, and General Grey’s division of Infantry, and
Brind's and Campbell's Troops of H.A., and Lieutenant
W. Olpherts’ Field Battery.

The right wing left Agra on the 16th, and crossed the
River Chambal on the zist. The Gwalior Durbar gave up
the D4ida, who had been worsted in a fight with the army,
but till the army was under control there was no security
that tranquillity would be maintamned. However, most of the
siege-train, with some reserve companies, were sent back to
Agra, there to wait for orders. Six 18-pounder guns, four
8-inch howitzers, and the reserve companies of the 4th
Battalion went with the army to Hingonah on the Kohdri
River, wherk the Governor-General waited for an interview

& Left at Agia.

1843.

L Bria

December.
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with the heads of the Gwalior Staie, which did not come
off.

While there, it was known that the Mahrita army had
moved forward to Chaunda on the Asin River. The Com-
mander-in-Chicf, with the Quarter-Master-General, recon-
noitred as far as the village of Mahardjpur, but it was
only occupied by a picquet of the Mahrita Infantry.
There had been no declaration of war, but the attitude
of the two armies was equivalent to one  I'rom the Chief’s
dispatch it would appcar that his intention was to have
made a threatening movement with his left and a direct
attack upon the centre, while General Valiant, with
Brigadier Cureton's Cavalry and Horse Artillery, turned
their left  The Gwalior army, ho vever, did not mean to
ficht with the river and its intricale ravines immediately
behind them They advanced to Mahardjpur on the 28th
and there centrenched themselves A line of vedettes and
patrols three miles in advance of the Kohari River would
have been of use here

On the 28th orders were issued for an advance, pre-
paratory to an attack upon Chaunda It was believed to
be the Commander-in-Chuef’s ntention to cncamp at or
near Maharajpur The army was ditccted to move mn
three columns —

Brigadier Bcott’s Cavalry with Lanc’s Troop on the
left of the wllage of Jaura, Brigadier Wright with
Sanders’ Ficld Battery on its right , Brigadier Stacy with
Browne’s Field Battery on Morena  Half an hour before
daybreak

General Valiant’s brigade, crossing the Kohdri unearly
in its front 1n the direction of Mangrauli, had to pass over
a considerable distance much intersected with ravines.
At daybreak.

Brigadier Curcton’s Cavalry, with Grant’s and Alexander’s
Troops, on Mangrauli. They had to make a detour to the
right to avoid the ravines. At daybreak.

The 6th Brigade of Infantry, with four risalas of Irregular
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BATTLE OF MAHARAJPUR, 05

Cavalry, were kept in rear to protect the parks and com-
missariat. No mention is made of the heavy guns or the
reserve companies with them. Apparently they were left
to make their own arrangemecnts, and they followed up the
road by Chota Hingonah.

The Cavalry, with Lane’s Troop on the left, got to Jaura
without hindrance. Lieutenant R. G. Simeon, 1oth L.C,,
going on to reconnoitre, was fired upon from a battery
at a well on the road to Chaunda. The sun, being only
just above the horizon, was in the cyes of our men, making
it difficult to see in the duection of the encmy, who had
the visual advantage. Captain Lanc fook his Troop forward
and came into action, but suffered so severely from the
weight of mectal agamst him that it was thought advisable
to limber up and retirc  One of his trumpeters had both
legs taken off by ashot At this time the attack on the
centre had not developed fully,

[t was originally intended that Brigadier Stacy should
have led the central attack on the expected position at
Chaunda, but when the Commander-in-Chief approached
Mahar4jpur the Mahrita guns opcning fire showed him
wherc they really werc  The sth Brigade was opposite
to the enemy’s batteries,* and Stacy, coming up from
Morena, was a little 11 rear to the right. Staff-officers
were sent to bring up the Ficld Batteries. It was yet
early, and the heavy guns were not far behind. Had
they been placed in position and given a chance the
casualty roll at the end of the day would have been
much smaller. Captain Frend, A D C,, came up first with
Captain Browne's battery, which was thus the earliest
in action.t Captain Sanders, with No 10, arrived im-
mediately afterwards, and for some time a hot fire was
kept up. The weight and number of the Mahrita guns
behind their entrenchments excceded those of the batteries

* C.n-(%s Dispatch, Tanuary 4th.
*r{:nlmwl Frend, fram whom 1 have received two valuable accounts
of this action.

1843.
Dec. 29th.
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attacking. Round and grape (and by some accounts
chain) shot tore through our ranks, so Sir Hugh Gough,
ever impatient of delay, ordered forward Generzl Littler
with his one* brigade of two regiments. He signalled
to General Valiant, still at some distance on the right,
to co-operate. Littler gave the word to Brigadier Wright,
whose regiments advanced n double column of sub-
divisions, deploying at 100 yards, but not firing till about
50t yards off, when they delivered a volley, and rushed
in upon the guns. The Mahrita gunners made a desperate
resistance, fighting hand-to-hand, before they gave way:
From the tops of houses and from trees a matchlock-
firc was kept up, inflicting severe loss on us.

The 4th Brigade, headed by Major-General Dennis and
Brigadier Stacy, is said to have followed up the attack
It did so afterwards, but from the very small number of
casualties 1n it,} the remark ou the official plan, “kept
in reserve,” is correct in fact, Had the Chiel waited a
little it would have been a support.

General Valiant’s Brigade was mdving up from Man-
grauli when the batteries opened upon Mahardjpur. As he
approached, shot from the guns on that side of the village
passed over their heads and line was formed, the 4oth
Regiment on the right, then the 16th and 2nd N.I. They
advanced under a heavy fire from the guns both on that
side of the village and to the south of 1it, and, there being
no cover, suffered severcly, On getting to close quarters
they fired a volley and charged with the bayonet The
3oth and 56th N.I. had effected an entrance on their side,
and the village was soon cleared and set fire to, after which
the 3rd Brigade captured the guns outside which had been
firing on them as they advanced.

Sir J. Thackwell with the Horse Artillery and Brigadier
Cureton’s Cavalry having a long detour to make, did not

* His other brigade was on rear guard.

+ One account says 60 ; another 40, [z medio fudissinas ibs.

fqir 14th §Id, two wounded , 31st N 1., none ; 43rd N.I., one killed,
Uy wounae
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arrive at Mangrauli till after the Infantry had gone on, but,
quickening their pace, they came up with them about half-
past eight o'clock. Moving forward, Captains Grant and
Alexander became engaged with the Mahrita batteries in
their front. At first the two Troops were acting inde-
pendently of each other, but the 3rd Troop, finding itself at
too long a range, recerved permission to join the 2nd Troop,
and their united fire at 500 yards drove the cnemy from
their guns. Following them up, they came within the
range of batteries, some at Chaunda, more about Shikarpur,
Captain Alexander was sent against the latter. One of
them was soon after charged and captured by Brigadier
Scott’s Cavalry,* which then followed up the enemy’s Horse,
sweeping round the village

Captain Grant, sent against the batteries at Chaunda,
unlimbered at 600 yards, and for a time was fighting
double the number of guns, so well placed and sheltered,
that even on horseback nothing more than the muzzles
could be secen. His losses here were very great, and an
ammunition wagon was blown up. Once and again the
enemy abandoned their guns, hut the Troop having no sup-
port beyond a few men of the 1st L.C, thiey returned again,
At last, however, General Lattler came up with Wright's
Brigade in rear of the Troop, where, being under a heavy
fire as might have been expected, they lay down 300 yards
behind them. Grant’s ammunition was now becoming ex-
hausted, and Brigadier Gowan sent Captain Macdonald to

* Brigadier Gowan m his dispatch says  “Stormed and taken by
the Infantry” But he, at the tune, was some distance off, near
Grant’s Troop. Colonel Dumbleton, 1n a letter giving very full details,
says: “ We turned to the east, and charged down on a battery of
some twelve guns, about the position the 1oth and 4th are shown on
your map; no enemy are herc showi, which 1s_erronedys, as theie
were two batteries, well supported by Cavalry. We should bas e been
exterminated, but they bhad not time to lower their guns, and shot over
us. Then we made a long sweep round Shikarpore, etc”
sent Colonel Dumbleton was a copy of the offical hithogra
which is, in the mzin, correct, As to the actual capture of

valy very rarely have the opportunity or means of talfing
away, apd- i¥ not spiked, they might have been used agaf il taken
again by General Valiant’s Brigade, as related below,

If

1843,
December,

Dec 29th
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request General Littler to move up and support the guns.
This'was done at once; the remains of the twa gallant
regiments forming line took ground to the left, and when
clear of the guns wheeled up. Another cheer, a last charge,
and the guns were ours No regiment that day left so
many on the field as the 39th, Major Straubenzee led it
out of action fewer by 216 officers and men than had
mustered that morning on parade The 56th N I, though
their casualties were not nearly as great, had done well,

The 3rd Brigade under General Valiant, after passing
Mahardjpur, moved towards Shikarpur, taking in suc-
cession three * entrenched positions of the enemy. Captain
Alexander’s Troop, which had worked on n this direction,
was jomned by Captam Lane’s Captain Sanders’ battery
also came into action agamnst the batterics north-east of
Mahardjpur  Brigadier Stacy’s brigade, with Captain
Browne’s battery, passed up to the wvillage of Dompura,
but it was not seriously engaged here The Mahrdta
army, driven from its guns, were retreating across the
Asin River, and our brigades wiscly refraimed from follow-
ing them into the intricate ravines which bordered the
stream

Sir Hugh Gough’s tactics at Mahard)pur were not to be
commended Besides the fact of his not having been aware
of the enemy's position, the neglect of not using his heavy
guns was wmexcusable They only got as far as Jaura,
where they fired one shot  The wave of battle had swept
onward and they got no chance Brigadier Tennant, a
most capable and scientific officer, felt it very much. The
Commander-in-Chicf inserts in his dispatch a lame apology,
that the Infantry were too quick for them. The experience
of all Artillerymen tells them that it could have been rather
the other way This is said advisedly, with practical ex-
perience of 1t. Sddi’s lines were applicable to Sir Hugh
Gough as soon as the music of war began :—

* So 1n C.-in-C’s dispatch. They are not mmarked on any of the
plans.
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¢ An nah man bdsham kih roz-i-jang bin{ pusht-1-man
An pyinam kdndar miydn-1-khak o khun binf sir.” *

He, with his own and the Governor-General’s Staff, were
foremost throughout. Major-General Churchill lost both
legs by a shot and died after the surgical operation.
Colonel Somerset and Lieut-Colonel E. Sanders, Deputy
Secretary to Government Military Department, who had
served with distinction in the Afghan War, were killed, and
Captain G. Frend, A.D C, lost an arm

The conduct of the Infantry regiments was admirable.
The casualties in the sth Brigade have been mentioned;
in the 3rd those in I1.M. 4oth amounted to 184, in the
16th Grenadier N.I. to 180, and 1n the 2nd Grenadier N.I.
to 41. Upon these two brigades the brung of the fighting
fell. The 4th and 10th Cavalry had 47 men and 63 horses
killed and wounded. Those in the Artillery are given in
the Appendix. Considering how much our light field-guns
were overmatched m weight of mctal and number of guns,
they might have been greater. The number captured
frum the enemy amounted to 49, from 13-pounders down
to 3-pounders. Licutcnant I.eathes rode forward in front
of the heavy guns, when a round shot took off his head.

OPERATIONS Or THE LEFT WING.

The Left Wing arrived at Bar ke Serar on the morning
of the 28th. Gwalior was not quitc 20 mules further.
Seven miles from camp a ridge of hills intervened, and
here, close to Antri, a Mahrdta force of some 12,000 men,
under Colonel Sikandar, of Sindiabh’s army, prepared to
dispute the pass. Sir John Grey knew that we were treat-
ing with the Durbar, and he was under orders not to force
a battle. The pasition was a strong one. Next morning,
therefore, he changed direction to the left, marched to
Himmatgarh, and thence through a narrow valley, much
mtersected with ravineg, to Panidr, a distance of 16 miles.
* I am not one whose back you shall see m the day of battle,

1 am one whose head you shall see m the midst of dust and blood,
—Guilistan. '

iz
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1843 In making this flank movement, the 39th N.I, a squadron
Dee. 29t of the oth Lancers, and Captain ¥. Brind’s Troop of {H.A.,
covered the main
column on the
right. Captain G.
Campbeil, with
four guns of his
Troop, were on
the advanced
guard, and the
iemaining two,
under Bt -Captain
Humfrays, in rear.

The main body
gotto their ground
beyond Panidr
near mid-day, and
camp was marked
out. Tents were
airiving and being
pitched ; break-
fasts, baths, or
slumber were in
near  prospect for
those whose duties
>4 Vi, e ~Y did not call them
Hom metgark ' "'?’“ to other employ-

““"“ \ \ ments. The line
< of baggage, for
Bas dy 5o me this campaign was

conducted in the
most luxurious style, somec nine miles 1n length, was still
wending 1ts tortuous course along the valley, when a little
after noon a message was received in camp that the rear
guard were engaged. Brigadicr Harriott was at once dis-
patched with all the available Cavalry, Lieutenant C. V.
Cox turned out at once with two guns, followed shorfly
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by Captain Brind with two more, on some high ground
near Dhanora, a small village S.S'W, of Mangor., The
enemy had come across from Antri through the hills and
took up a position on the heights overlooking the valley.
The fort of Mangor was nearly in their centre, and from
thence they now were opening fire. As soon as the fire of
Captain Brind's guns had sufficiently silenced those op-
posed to him, the 3rd Buffs, with a company of Sappers, was
directed against them. Ravines made the ground difficult
for Cavalry. It was thc General’s intention to have de-
layed this attack until he had brought a force to bear upon
the centre and left of the Mahrita position. The Buffs,
however, advanced on their right, forcing it back from
one height to another, finally capturing 11 guns and a
standarad.

Major Geddes was sent with Captain Campbell, four of
his, and two of the 1st Tioop guns, against a large battery
in rear of their line and fort Mangor QOur batteries were
very short of officers, as the list 1n the Appendix shows
Brigadier Biddulph,* in his dispatch of the 31st, says:—
“Having only two officers with these six guns, Major
Geddes and Captain Campbell, I dncected Captain Austin,
Major of Brigade, to assist in the battery.” Lieutenant
Bourchier and two of the 3rd Troop guns were left with
the advanced picquet about half way towards the camp, on
a height which overlooked both it and the road leading to
Gwalior.

After an hour’s firing the guns opposed to Major Geddes
were silenced , the enemy werc retreating towards Gwalior,
and at dark the guns returned to camp.

Lieutenant W. Olpherts, with his two howitzers and two
g-pounder guns, took up a pueition ncar Mangor, which
enabled him to enfilade the battery opposed to Major
Geddes and Campbell’s guns, and thus rendered material
aid in silencing them.

* Brigadier Hiddulph was with this battery, as the guns opposed to
them formed the mam point of the enemy’s position.

1
Dec.

843.
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Meanwhile H.M. soth Regiment, a wing of the! 3oth, a
wing of the goth, and the s5ist N.I. had cominenced
operating on the left of the hostile line. Behind it, at the
village of Maheswdra, were the left flanking guns of the
enemy. Colonel Anderson, K H, of the soth Regiment,
commhanded this attack, which was completely successful
at all points.

Lieutenant Tombs, with two guns, had been detailed for
the important duty of the rear guaid, and was engaged for
a short time with a detached party of the enemy thrcaten-
ing the rear

The captured guns, 24 1n number, were secured during
the night and following day, and the troops returned after
dark to camp, lecaving the heights lately occupied by the
enemy to the Sipri contingent of the Gwalior army, under
Brigadier Orlando Stubbs, which had arrived that morning
and was present in the action, although as yet it had not
been actively engaged A g-pounder field battery was
attached to this force, commanded by Lieutenant John H.
Smyth. The wounded were collected and sent into camp
together with any guns not before secured. Desultory
firing occurred during the might, and at daybreak a heavy
fire was opcned upon the contingent from some heights to
the north-east, but after some well-directed rounds from
the guns, the contingent cleared the hills, and the Mahrita
force finally withdrew

This action only cost the Artillery one gunner and one
horse of the 3rd Troop killed. The casualties of the three
regiments of Infantry most engaged, the Buffs, 71 ; the
soth, 42 ; and the 39th NI, 62, compare favourably with
the returns from Mahardjpur. The ground was more un-
favourable for our Artillery, yet its effect in reducing the
casualties in the assault was marked.

Two days after General Sir J. Grey received orders to
join the nght wing ; the Maharam tendered her submissioh,
and the army was broken up after a campaign which was
comprised almost within the space of one week.
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The Governor-General conferred a donation of six
months' batta upon the troops employed, likewise a medal
in the shape of a bronze star, which his Grace the Iron
Duke was said to have disupproved of as too much of a
decoration, though the anomaly, if any, has since been
repeated. The following honours were conferied on Artil-
lery officers :—

Colonels Gowan and Biddulph, C B.

Majors Geddes, Sanders, Alexander, Lane, Brevet-Lieu-
tenant-Colonel.

"Captains Browne, Grant, Brind, Campbell, and Mac-
donald, Brevet-Major.,

A force was raised in the Gwalior State, officered from
the British Army instead of the Sipri force, called the
“ Gwalior Contingent” It contained four batteries of Ar-
tillery, the command of which was conferred upon Liecu-
tenants V. Eyre, R Warburton, J. H. Smyth, and A, W.
Hawkins. Brevet-Captain Frank Turner was Brigade-
Major.

AUTHORITIES CONSULTED FOR THIS
CHAPTER.

General and Regimental Orders

Muster Rolls.

Army Lists,

India Office Records. |

Thornton’s “ History of India.”

Letters from various officers employed

APPENDIX.
A, Officers of Bengal Astillery at Maharajpur.
B: Return of killed and wounded, Mahardjpur.
G, Officers of Bengal Artillery at Pénidr.
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December
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APPENDIX,

NOTE A.

Officers of the Bengal Artillery present with the right-wing of the army
at the Battle of Mahardjpur.

Lieut -Col.
3
"
Major

Captam

ki

Bt,-Major
Captain
Bt.-Major
Bt.-Captain

Lkl

2

tad

¥
Lieutenant

s

’”

»y

tH

1
Second-Lieut

i3]

”

2

s

124

G. E Gowan
J. Tennant

J J Farnngton
G G Denniss
T Sanders

B Brown

C. Grant

J Alexander
E F Day

J. T. Lane

J. H. Mac Daonald
A Iatrgerald
C E Ml

J Whatefoord
A, Hush

W, R. Warner
G H. Chfford

P Chnstic
A Wintle .

H. S Leathes

H. D’0. Baillie .

F. F. Remmington
G llolland

H. Le G. Bruce ..

D, MacNeill .
H, 1I. Maxwell .

G. Milhgan

113

J. R, bladen

. Mar .. .

G. Master .-

ath Batt

2nd Batt

15t Co ast Jatt
2nd Co. 4th Batt
2nd Troop 2nd Bde
3rd Truop 2nd Bde
2nd Tmo.p 3rd Bde.
2nd Bde. H A

znd Troop 3rd Bde
4th Batt

6th Batt

znd Troop 3rd Bde

4th Co. 4th Batt.
2nd Co 4th Batt
sth Co. 4th Batt
and Co. 4th Batt

1st Co. Ist Batt

. 4th Co. gth Batt

4th Co 4th Batt

1ot Co 1st Batt,
15t Co. 1st Batt

S S U W S -

2nd Troop 2nd Bde.

2nd Troop 3rd Bde.

Comdg. Artillery.
Comdg. Foot Arty.

Comdg. 6th Batt.

No. 10, Horse lield
Baltery.

Comdg 15t Co and
No. 17 Horse Field
Battery.

Commy Ordnanee.

Asst.-Adjt.-Gen Arty
Adjutant

Adjutant.
Brigade-Major
Adjutant

Doing duty with 3rd
Troop 2nd Bde,
Killed 1n Action.

Doing duty with 1st
Co. 4th Batt,

Doing duty with 1st
Co. 4th Batt.

Doing duty with 2nd
Co, 4th Batt.
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NOTE B.
Return of killed and wounded with the Army of Exercise at Mahardjpur,
2gth December, 1843.

T Kirrip Wounprp, |Missmv
| - Gun
| S Lascars, [
) H 2 el
8 g af £ | S| %
Eldl: €€l 1210 | 8] s1q] .
P85 le0° sl 2 ), 0881208
S Pl2tesi8lEig SlE {2l R{ElS
& th = | & m Ao ‘o Zla e |E{S|= T
2nd Troop 2nd Bde. H.A 2 ol 1 ;o R - 3
358 Troop and Bde, H'A [ e o | 3 :
2nd Troep 3rd Bde H A . 1302 |1 8 1 7 '
15t Co 1ot Batt and No | {
1o L.F,B. 1 Mg 4 1 !
15t Co 4th Batt and No |
17 LI‘Q'B . |
4th Co g4¢h Batt 1t |
e | = | — e - —
T 1 1 CERIET B Y 1 t ol v J 9 l12 1|1 7

Lieutenant H S Leathes killed Rough-nider since dead Captain
Grant's and Lieutenant Christie’s chargers wounded. Ammunition wagons
blown up, 110 2-2, 1 1n 2-3 H.A. “Wheels disabled Ly the enemy’s fire,
z2in 2-2; 1 32; 2 n 2.3 HA., 1 10 No. 10, 1 1 No 1y keld
Battenes.

NOTE C.

Officers of the Bengal Artillery present with the left wing of the army
at the Battle of Paniar

e = s

Lieut,-Col | E. Biddulph . Comdg. Arty,, Left
Wing
Major W. Geddes .. | 3rd Bde. IT A
Captain F. Brind . . | 1st Troop 3rd Bae
35 G. Campbell 3rd Troop 3rd Bde |
Bt..Captasn | A. Humfrays . .| 3rd Tinop 3rd Bde
. on E. G. Ausun Brigade-Major,
Lieutenant | J. H. Smyth . Comdg Field Battery,
Sipn Contingent,
’ C. V,Cox .. - .| 18t Troop 3rd Bde
» G. Bourchier . 3rd Troop 3rd Bde
2 W, Olphetts . ...| 6th Co. 6th Batt ..} No. 16 B.F.B,
Second-Lieut.] H, Tombs... .. . ) 3rd Co 5thBatt. Doing duty with 6th

i Co. 6th Batr.
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CHAPTER V.
FIRST SIKH WAR.

D151 URBED FrELING IN [HE S1KIT ARMY—F erorepore—Sikhs cross the Butley
and threatcn Yerozepore—Troops moved up--Battle of Mudki—Artillery
Officers Killed—Move on Feroseshah—Order of Bnigading—Arrange-
ments for Attack— Advance of Littler’s Division—Its repulse—Attack
by Mam Body—Major Todd Killed— Entrenchments Forced—Bat
not Held— Position of the Army on the might of the 21st—Renewsl
of Attach mormng of the 22nd—1ts Success— Appearance of Sikh army
from Investment of Forozepore—-Failure of Ammumtion—Cntical position
of the British Army—5ikhs draw off - Artillery and Cavalry ordered to
Ferozepore— Captamn Egerton’s Death—Move towards Sobraon—New
Bngading—Sir Harry Smuth detached towards Ludhidna—Action at
Badhowal- -Batile of Ahwal—Siege tran jomns—3Battle of Sohraon—FPeace
—Expedition agatnst Kangra

WIEN Sir Henry Hardinge came to India as Governor-
Gencral i August, 1844, he found the north-west frontier
in a very unprotected state. Since the death of Ranjit Singh
(June 27th, 1839), no one in the Punjab, cither as Sovereign
or Prime Minister, had becn able to control the Khalsa. His
three successors had died by violence in the space of four
years, and the Maharaja now was a child whose mother had
not the moral qualifications necessary to make her respected.
The army had seen British soldiers marching across the Pun-
jab to Afghanistan and back with unconcealed disgust,
which 10used the feeling of hatred towards Hindustan which
had existed ever since a Sikh Guru had given his head, but
not his sccret, to the Delhi Emperor * 1t was khown to our
political agents that there was little inducement required to
kindle the flames of war.

ILudhidna had been our frontier fort since 1896, a can-

* Tegh Bahadur, ninth Guru, put to death m 1675 by As geet,

;'rhid manner of his death, legendary, but senous fact to a Sikh, s re-
erred to.
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FEROZEPORE. I

tonment since 1809. Karndl, distant 11 marches, was its
nearest support till 1843, when Umballa, distant eight
marches, took its place.

Ferozepore was made a cantonment in 1838, and a
brigade command in 1842. Here there was a depét for
ordnance stores, kept at first in one of the town gateways
bricked up, till Lord Ellenborough constructed for their
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protection some earthworks, afterwards improved into a
fort.

Lord Haxdmgc at once perceived the danger that was
threatening. ' Quietly and cautiously, additional troops
were moved up to Ludhidna, Ferozepore, Umballa, and
Meerut, In the lattér part of 1845 the garrison of Feroze-
pore consisted of two Troops, a Field Battery and a Reserve

1845.



$845.

December

112 HISTORY OFf THE BENGAL ARTILLERY.

Company of Artillery; two regiments of Cavalry, one of
H.M.s and seven of native Infantry. In addition, thq 27th’
N.I from Moradabad and the 63rd N.I on its way to Sind
were there, The station was commanded by Major-General
Sir J. H. Littler, K C.B, who had, as an ensign, in 1804
drawn out his company at Fatehgarh to dispute the way
with Holkar’s army, and in 1843 had led the front attack at
Maharéjpur.

The Sikh army crossed the Sutle) between Hariki Patan
and Kasur on the 11th of December, and moved cowards
Ferozepore General Littler immediately left the 63rd and
27th N.I. with the Reserve Artillery to guard cantonments,
entrenchment, and city, and with all the rest moved across
the Nullah behind the bazaar on the 13th Onthe 15th he
advanced two miles to the south-west. The Sikh army,
reported 60,000 strong, with 120 guns, was in sight*
There, drawn up each morning of the 15th and 16th in front
of his camp, he awaited them, and his determined attitude
doubtless caused them to hesitate before they attacked.
On the mght of the 17th, part of the army moved off to
meet the Commander-in-Chief s force, now close at hand.

The Governor-Generalhad come to Umballa early in the
month. As soon as 1t was known that the Sikhs were in
motion for the Sutle}, each regiment and battery under
orders marched forward. We were not taken unawares
Nothing but careful anticipation could bave placed an army
in line at Mudki, a week after the Sikhs had crossed the
Sutlej.

Coming up by detachments as they did there was not
much time for arrangement  Consequently the G.Q. giving
a list of the regiments and batteries constituting the “Army
of the Sutlej” enumerates in the brigades of Cavalry and
Infantry some corps which did not arrive till some time
afterwards.

* The numbers opposed to us were magmfied, even in some of the
d atches But the fighting quahties of the Sikh were undervalued,

the serious difficulties we encountered were ascribed to the first
more than to the last
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BATTLE OF MUDKIL 1§

Sir H. Hardinge’s camp was at Serai Lashkar on the 12th,
He rode into Ludhidna that day and inspected Wheeler's
Brigade. On the 13th it was known there that the Sikhs
were on the left bank of the Sutlej at Hari ki Patan.
Prince Waldemar of Prussia, travelling under the name of
Count Ravensberg, was at Ludhiina, and with Counts
Groben and Oriola of his suite dined in the evening at the
Horse Artillery Mess. The orders for the march had been
issued that day. The 1st Troop 1st Brigade had suffered
so severely from a type of fever just before prevalent at
Ludhidna that only four guns were taken, and the sick
were left in hospital. At first 1t was contemplated leaving
the whole Troop behind, but Captain Pringle O’Hanlon,
D.Q.M.G., came to the mess at 8 o'clock to say they were
to march at daybreak, and that the 1st Troop was to go
Captain Delafosse and his subaltern, Licutenant Tombs,
mounted a pony waiting outside and rode down to the
barracks with the good news

The first march to Bassian was 28 miles. Here large
stores of grain which had becn collected by Major G.
Broadfoot weic secured. At Wadni, a large walled town,
on the 16th, the Governor shut the gates and refused sup-
plies, but a line of 6-pounders in position made him open
them. ¢ These are the Political Agents,” said the gunner.,
as they reversed and unlumbered The Artillery from
Umballa, with the main force, joined this day, and Briga-
dier G. Brooke assumed command of the whole arm.

After a short march on the 17th, the army had a long
and tedious one of 21 miles to Mudki on the 18th,
and camp was marked out, the Horse Artillery together
in the centre. When the horses had bceen seen to, the
officers assembled in front of Major Brind's Shamidna
and were taking a little hasty refreshment, when some
Syces were seen running up from stables crying out
“Tyéri ka hukm hai,” “ Order to get ready.” The horses
were traced in, and in a very short time the batteries

were all on the mave.
12
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Major Broadfoot had gone on to reconnoitre, and came
back at a gallop with intelligence that the Sikh army was
advancing. The Governor-Gencral had himsclf given
orgdeers to turn out. All thoughts of hunger and weari-
ness vanished. As the line advanced, a densc cloud of
dust rising above the jungle in front, and obscuring the
bright sky of an Indian winter, told of the enemy It was
now about three o’clock, the country was level, covered with
bush (jau) jungle, here and there open spaces, and dotted
with sandy hillocks Licutenant Moir, with the two guns of
the 2nd-3rd Horse Artillery, from the Governor-General’s
escort, was attached to Captain Dashwood’s four. The
Horse Artillery, flanked by the Cavalry, went forward at
a brisk pace, the field batteries coming on after. At about
a mile and half, the guns came into action, and those on
the Sikh sidc promptly replied. The Field Batteries soon
came up on the flank, and 42 guns were at work.

Both Brigadier Brookes’ report and the Commander-in-
Chief’s dispatch say that after the guns had been in action
some time the fire of the cnemy lesscned considerably,
and the Chicef, to enable the Infantry to “ complete ” their
“dispositions,” ze, to come up, directed the Cavalry under
Brigadiers White and Gough to endeavour to turn the
enemy’s left, while Brigadier Mactier threatened their right.
The 3rd Light Dragoons, Body Guard, 5th and part of the
4th Light Cavalry supported by Captain Swinley’s Troop,
on getting to the Sikh left, had a <omewhat clearer field.
The 3rd Dragoons, leading, charged along the rear, scatter-
ing the Cavalry of Sirdar Lal Singh, and gaining the sobri-
quet of “the Mucdkiwalas,” another chaplet of gloty for
this distinguished regiment. It had two officers, §8 mern,
and 104 horses killed, three officers, 32 men, and 23 horses
wounded. The Body Guard (only two troops) had cne
officer and six men killed, two officers and 17 men
wounded. The 5th had 49 casualties, including two Euro-
pean and one native officer. Brigadier Mactier, with the
rest of the 4th Light and the oth Irregular Cavalry, was
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supported by Captain Dashwood’s, Lieutenant Moir’s, and
Captain Garbett’s guns under Lieutenant-Colonel Geddes.
On reaching an open space on the Sikh right, the guns
came into action. As they halted a one-armed Akali came
from behind a bush in their front, and, flourishing a tulwir,
defied the whole line A Drill-Corporal rode at him, but
the agile footman was too active, and severely wounded his
adversary. A trumpeter of the native troop went for him
with a pistol, and the brave fanatic fell, ignobly perishing
at last by the hand of a Syce. This being a threatening
movement, the Cavalry charges were not so decisive.

No. 7 Field Battery had been moved somewhat to the
right after the line of guns had ceased fire, and were in
front of the soth Foot, which passed through its intervals
entering the pungle. No. g supported Captain Todd's Troop
in the centre. The Infantry advanced in a different order
from that laid down in the official plan  The 2nd Grena-
diers werce the first to come under fire, and got into some
disorder. Major Somerset, Military Secrctary to the Gover-
nor-General, galloping back, brought up the 31st Foot on
the left of it.* The enemy’s fire was now telling upon our
line. It was at this period that Major (now Field-Marshal
Sir Patrick) Grant was wounded. Captain Dashwood and
Lieutenant Moir were brought from the left to support ihe
centre. This was the scverest part of the action. Captain
Dashwood and Lieutenant Pollock were both badly, and
as it proved fatally, wounded l.cutenants Wheelwright,
Cox, and Bowic also were wounded. The reginients of Sir
H. Smith’s division on the right suffered most. Sir John
McCaskill, leading the left division, was killed, and Sir
Robert Sale, Quarter-Master-General H.M’s Troops, had
his thigh smashed by a grape shot, the wound proving
mortal,

* The reader must not eapect very much accuracy m plans of
actions. That of Mudk: 1s based on the official plan, which 1s ut-
terly wrong in the posiion of most of the corps, The position of
20d N.I. and 3ist Foot, as above stated, 15 on the authority of the
J;t_e General C. Hamilior, who commanded the former regiment in
this war,

1845.
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As No. 7 Battery was making its way through the jungle
towards our left, a Sikh concealed in a bush shot Captain
Trower in the back. Lieutenant Atlay, to whom he was
talking at the time, had him carried to the rear,and assumed
command of the battery. Farrier-Sergeant Green rode
towards the Sikh, but was also shot by him, who had time
to reload. Captain Trower died the same night. The
enemy were now retiring before our hine, which steadily
advanced. It was becoming dark, and the dust of the con-
flict obscured the feeble light of the stars They retired
on Ferozeshah* The Artillery bivouacked by their guns.

Next day we buried our dead. Standing by the grave
where Jasper Trower’s body was laid was D’Arcy Todd,
who only the day before he left Umbaila had heard the
solemn service repeated over his wife’s, Kaye, and those
who then exchanged with him a silent hand grasp, sympa-
thised with hum 1n his great sorrow. Had they known that
two days later they would have been themselves grieving
for the loss of a loved birother-officer, one of the most gal-
lant spirits in cur army, prolific of noble sons, how much
more deeply would they not have been moved. On the
same day Lieutenant Robert Pollock died, greatly regret-
ted. He had been badly wounded in the knec by a musket
ball. Exposurc to the might air in a wagon, followed by
amputation, proved too much for his system. His services
on his father’s staff in the last Afghan War have been
already mentioned

Captain Dashwood’s casc was apparently not so serious.
He had becn wounded by grape both in the arm and foot,
the last being most serious. His officers dined in his tent
as usual the night before they marched. The doctor pro-
nounced amputation nccessary, but at his earnest entreaty
deferred it. Next day mortification had set in. On hear-
ing that his case was hopeless, he, with the aid of his bearer,
got to his table and wrote a last letter to his wife. And

* The common spelling, Firozshahr 1s more correct.
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MOVE ON FEROZESHAH. 12t

so he died. Captain C. E. Mills was placed temporarily
in comnmand of his Troop.

On the evening of the 19th, HM. 29th and the 1st
Bengal European Regiment arrived in camp. Lieut.-
Colonel G. G. Denniss and Captain W. K. Warner, with the
2nd and 4th Companies 4th Battalion, two 18-pounder
guns, and two 8-inch howitzers, also joined. Next day
orders were out for the march towards Ferozeshah. General
Littler was ordered to join with his division. The sick and
wounded were left at Mudki, Lieutenant Blunt in charge
of the Artillery details The same evening the Governor-
General offered his services in a military capacity to Sir
Hugh Gough——an offer accepted with the greatest pleasure.

Early in the morning the army marched, a troop of
Horse Artillery on either flank , the other guns massed in
the centre ; flanking parties thrown out. Sir John Littler
left two regunents, half of No 6 H.F.B. under Licuten-
ant J. S Tulloh* the 2nd Company 2nd Battalion under
Lieutenant Angelo, dnd some Sappers to hold the town and
cantonments. Captain G Campbell (3-3 H A), Captain
E. F. Day (5-1 H.A), Lieutenant A G Austen with half
No. 6 Battery, and Captain J. Furdyce, No 19 Bullock
Battery, marched under Lieut.-Colonel F. IHuthwaite.
He left his picquets standing, so that Sirdar Tej Singh, whou
with a considerable force was still investing the place, did
not know he had gone. A little after noon he met the
Commander-in-Chief ncar Misriwala, marching by the
right, and, counter-marching, moved forward by the left to
occupy the position assigned to him +

. The enemy’s entrenchments formed an irregular oblong
figure a little over a mile in length by about three-quarters
in breadth, the longer sides facing nearly east and west,

* Captain F, B, Boileau did not join til next month

t 1t is difficglé to ascertan the exact position of tegmments in
hrigade, and of the brigades themselves. No two witnesses have
exactly coincided. It seems certam that the left brigade was not
i line with the right, as the official plan shows, but more retired.
It supported the righs.

184s.
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The works had been hastily thrown up and did not offer

any serious obstacle insurmountable by either Cavalry or

Infantry. The order of brigading of the army now was :—
1ST DIVISION : Major-General Sir H. Smith.

1st Brigade.— * 31st Regiment,
24th N.I, 47th N.L.

2nd Brigade —Brigadier H. M, Wheeler : soth Regiment,
42nd N.I,, 48th N.I

2ND D1visION © Majoi-General W. R. Gilbert.

3rd Brigade.—Brigadicr C C. Taylor, C.B : 29th Regi-
ment, 45th N.I.

4th Brigade.—Brigadier J. Maclaren 1st European
Regiment, 2nd N.I,, 16th N |

3RD DivisioN: Brigadier Wallace.

sth Brigade.— * oth Regiment,
26th N.I,, 73rd N.I

6th Brigade —Brigadier Wilkinson 8oth Regiment.

4Ti1 DIvisioN  Major-General Sir J. H. Littler.

7th Brigade —Brigadier T. Reed: 62nd Regiment, 12th
N.L, 1i4th N L.

8th Brigade.—DBrigadier Hon T. Ashburnham: 33rd
N.1, 44th N.1,, 54th N.L

To General Littler's division was assigned the attack on
the western face, Captain Campbell’s Troop, supported by
Lieutenant Austen’sthree guns, covering the night, Captain
Day on the left. Captain Fordyce, with the Bullock Battery
was moved about under various counter-orders and hardly
came into action.

The main body was in two wings separated by the 1st
Troop 1st Brigade (Captain Mills), Lieutenant Moir's two
guns, and the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade, Nos. 7 and ¢
Batteries in their rear. The right wing was flanked by the
3rd Troop 1st Brigade (Captain Swinley). The 3rd Brigade
with the 8oth Regiment was on the right ; the 4th Brigade
on the left. The 2nd Grenadiers N.I. was placed with the
left wing to equalise both, The Commander-in-Chief was

* Names not given in G.O.
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with the right wing. The left wing consisted of the 2nd
Grenadiers and 5th Brigade, flanked on the left by the 2nd-
ist H.A. It was under the immediate superintendence of
Lieut.-General Sir Henry Hardinge.

The Cavalry were in rear of the flanks  The 1st Brigade
under Brigadier White , 3rd Light Dragoons, 4th L C,, and
oth 1.C attached to thc right wing The 2nd Brigade
under Brigadier ] B. Gough , Body Guard and sth L.C to
the left wing.

The Ferozepore division had less distance to travel over
before rzaching its ground, but it was 3 o'clock before it
moved forward to attack, and little daylhight was left on
this, the shortest day of the year The right brigade led,
supported by the left, the 62nd a hittle in advance.

Captains Campbell and Day with their Troops went
rapidly forward to cover the advance, opening a cross-fire
at intermediate distances, at first with round <hot, then with
grape, till about 200 yards from the enemy, where they kept
it up till the Infantry got too close* The Sikh batterics
on this side were powerful and difficult to enfilade. A
longer bombardment, in fact, was required So their fire
on the advancing Infantry was very destructive, and the
62nd Regiment lost very heavily. At 150 yards, Brigadier
Reed gave the order to charge It was commenced “ with
such determined gallantry and spirit that the result seemed
certain”+ But owing to one of those fatalitics which some-
times occur n the battlefield, and of which modern warfare
furnishes instances, there was a little hesitation in the 62nd,
and, it was said, an order to rctire at the most cntical
moment. They did so, and notwithstanding the utmost
efforts of General Littler and his Staff, the whole got out of
gun-shot range, leaving the path of thcir retreat strewn
with the bodies of those who fell under the redoubled fire
of the Sikh guns}

* Huthwaite, Campbell, Day. 1t Gen Littler’s dispatch.
An unpleasant ‘correspondence took place in consequence of

General Littler having, wn his dispatch, used the words “an immediate
panic and hesitation in F.M. 62nd Foot.” Major Short, commanding

1843,
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This retirement left the two Horse Artillery troops some
500 yards apart from each other, alone and unésupported,
close to the Sikh position Even their Cavalry escorts in
*rear followed the retiring regiments, and they were there-

GENFRAI SIR FDWARD HUILIIWATILE, Kt ®

forz in peril. Suddenly the Sikh fire ccased, and then
Lieut.-Colonel Huthwaite ordered them to lirnber up and
retire at a walk, which they did. The right of the retir-

the regiment, remonstiated, and the Commander in-Chief, having
visited the spot and seen the numbers of the bodies of those who had
fallen, exonerated them The casualties amounted to seven officers,
82 men killed ; 10 officers and 165 men wounded. An eye-withess,
Lieutenant P G Scot, 12th N I, relates a remarkable mstance of the
courage of the men we had to (; ght He was at the time on that
flank of his regiment and close to the 62nd. (Colonel Scot died lately.
When sending his account of what took place he Igavc the wiiter

mussion to publish 1t under hus name ) Ensign Kelly, a fine sw&
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ing regiments met Brigadier Wallace’s division coming
up to attack the batteries adjoining those from which
Reed’s brigade had been repulsed. Part of the 14th
N.I. with their colours joined the gth Regiment and
26th N.I, which were ordered to renew the attack in the
same place. Captain G Campbell, with the 3rd-3rd Horse
Artillery, was again called uppn to cover 1t, which he did,
advancing as before to close quarters.

The attack on the southern face by the main body was
opened by the two 8-inch howitzers at 1,600 yards, advanc-
ing to 500 and 400 yards. The two field batteries under
Lieutenant Atlay, No. 7, and Captamn Horsford, No. g,
were sent forward on the right, and the three centre
troops of H.A. moved direct to therr front, Captain Swin-
ley and Major Todd on the right and left conforming
Moving rapidly forward, there werc not at first many

officer of the 62nd, who had been promoted fiom the 1anks, was m
advance of the line, followed by two sergeants and three privates
With his sword held aloft, @ good position for waving, but not for
defence, he had one foot on a {low sandy ridge, part of the entiench-
ment, when a tall Sikh, with a long beard, sprang out fiom behind o
tree  His tulwdr, descending on Kelly’s shoulder, cut deepinto his
chest The officer fell on his face  The sanic Stkh and another then
attacked the two seigeants as they got to the spot where Ke'ly had
fallen and cut both down One of the privates, turning round to make
for the line, was followed by the Sikh who had first attached Kelly and
killed within a few yards of Ins comrades’ bayonets This 1s said to
have occurred on the nght of the regiment That two Sikhs cut
down four men one after another 1s quite credible, all might have
occurred within a minute  That it may have caused a panic among
those near 1s also qute possible But shoulder to shoulder, two
British soldiers with fixed bayonets ought to bc a match for two
tulwérs. The relation of thas may not be without its use

There 15 no doubt that the 62nd Regiment lost more men 1n retiring
than would have fallen .n charging home over a very few yards.
(veneral Littler's 1ecollection of Maharajpur must hive told him so.
It was said that a distinguished (seneral Officer at the commence-
ment of that battle, when he unewpectedly found himself under the
fire of the Malrdta Artillery, remaiked, “ The best way out of it 1s to
capture those guns.”

It 1% also worthy of 1otice that though the Horse Artillery, still
within musket range of the entrenchment, were doing what they could
to keep down the Sikh fire, the latter was entirely directed on the

reatitly brigade, chiefly on the 62nd, leaving our guns unnoticed
Z&m G, Campbellj.

1843
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casualties, the Sikh guns being laid for grecatsr ranges,
but on the left, shortly after thc 2nd-1st had come into
action, a round shot carried off the hecad of its commander.
The character and services of D’Arcy Todd have been
before related, and 1t 1s unnecessary to say how deeply his
loss was felt throughout the regiment, The senior lieu-
tenant, W, A. Mackinnon, commanded the Troop till Cap-
tain Waller was posted to it, January 31t

The shrapnel of the two 8-inch howitzers were well de-
livered, but 1t was soon masked by the advancing troops.
As will be <een by the plan, all that could be cffected by
the Attil:ery was done Bearing on the southern face 42
hight and two heavy pieces were in action, but the ad-
vantage in weight of metal was greatly in favour of the
Sikhs, their fire was very severe, and the casualties numer-
ous. The batterics were all close in when the infantry
passed through them to attack There was not much of
daylight now left  Brigadier Brooke, finding his ammuni-
tion in danger owing to powder which the Sikhs pur-
posely or carclessly left on the ground, withdrew his guns
a little. Several explosions took place, and some wagons
were blown up, causing a separation of the guns.

The infantry, meanwhile, were in deadly conflict The
gth Regiment on the left, supported by the Native Infantry,
made good their footing 1nside, but with evern greater loss
than the 62nd had to record. Their Colonel was killed ;
Brigadier Wallace also fell leading on his men. The regi-
ments of General Gilbert’s division, with those of Sir Harry
Smith’s, carried the batteries before them.* His first bri-
gade got possession of the village of Ferozeshah, and held it
for several hours. Many casualties occurred from the ex-

* The casualties of the European regiments, always the largest,
may be taken as the measure of the resistance. The killed and
wounded (on both days) as given in the dispatches were . The gth
Regiment, 273 ; the 62nd, 260, the 1st European Infantry, 204 ; the
29th, 188 , the 31st, 142 ; the s0th, 124 ; the Soth, 81 The 14th N.I,,
only a part of which was 1n the second attack on the south-west
corner, had 84. The Sikhs directed their fire chiefly on the European
regiments (Colonel Sandeman).
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POSITION DURING THE NIGHT. 129

plosiun of Sikh powder lying about or concealed  The 3rd
Light Dragoons, semper prinz, came up on the nght, and
charged over the earthworks, nowhere very high, but an
enemy more difficult to overcome even than sharp-edged
sabres baffled them. Tents were there, stretching their
pegged ropes in every direction, forming an entanglement
they could not get through. Slowly they came back, by
fours and fives, as men that would not be driven, with them
youag Captain Hardinge, the Governor-General’s son, rid-
ing a dragoon horse, his own having been killed.

Darkness had now set 1t The cntrenchments were still
swarmung with the cnemy. The position was untenable,
and all save the 1st Brigade were withdrawn  Regiments
had got mixed up, and it was difficult to regain their
formation  Gilbert’s division bivouacked for the night
about threc hundred yards from the entrenchment. The
31st Regiment and detachments of others formed there
Most of the Cavalry and a large portion of Brigadicr Wal-
lace’s division went towards Misriwala, and General Laittler
with most of his retired m a westerly direction to a spot
which must have been a mile fiom where the headquarters
lay.* The lurid glare of the tents within the entrench-
ment which had been sct on fire was reflected on the
bayonets of our sentries necar, and added a picturesque
horror to the scene

Little rest was given to the weary and hungry soldiers
50 close to the enemy, who kept up a galling fite upon
them. The Governor-General and Sir [Hugh Gough,
anxious as they were and 1n great perl, were not dis-
heartened. Sir Henry Hardinge, finding the fire of one

¥ The Artillery with headquarte: - were Colonels Brnoke, Denmniss,
and Geddes ; Captains Garbett’s, Mills’, and Lieutenant Mow’s guns
and the heavy howitzers ; Captain Warner, Commussary of Ozdnance.
A‘t Misriwala, Major Brind’s, Captains Swinley’s, Horsford’s, and
Lieutenant Atlay’s guns. With General Littler, Colonel Huthwaite,
Major Campbell’s, Captams Day’s and Fordyce’s and Lieutenant
Austen’s guns. Lieutenant Mackmnon, with the 2nd Troop 1st
Brigade, was somewhere in the vicimty of headquarters, but separated
from the rest,

K
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130 HISTORY OF THE BENGAL ARTILLERY.

gun in particular very annoying, sent the 8oth and 1st
European Regiments to stop it, and they charged in to the
entrenchment again and spiked it Captain Mills more
than once turned out with his and another troop to be on
the alert As the mght wore on the Commander-in-Chief
reduced the disorderly mass of regiments into line in
readiness to renew the attack, and as the S+kh fire les-
sened the troops got what 1est the bitterly cold night
allowed them Sir Henry Smith, however, had been so
harassed by constant attacks that he withdrew the i1st Bri-
gadce, and cxtricating himself from the entrenchment, went
to Misriwala, guided by the watch-fires there, and passing
close to where lay the two Chief Commanders of the army
and therr men who could not indulge 1in any such luxury,
and were shrouded in darkness.

As soon as the welcome sun appedred Sir Hugh Gough
formed for the attack. The regiments already 1n hine
advanced coveted by the guns, the fire of which did not
last long They moved on 1n hine with the Infantry, cross-
ing the earthworks without difficulty, a proof that they
were not o formidable as had becn imagined. Our mer
swept through the position, passing to the right of the
village, and changed front then to the left, driving the
Stkhs out  We captured a large number of guns, though
they had carried off many. The line then halted, and the
Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief with their
Staff rode down it, enthustastically checred as they passed.

After a short rest, the 4th Troop 3rd Brigade was ordered
out with a reconnoitring party under the Quarter-Master-
General They had hardly mounted, when a dense cloud
of dust obscuring the northern sky warned us of a coming
foe. A greater danger than winning an entrenched posi-
tion had still to be faced before we could be on even terms
with the Khalsa Sirdars Lal and Tej Singh, who had been
left before Ferozepore with a large force, were at hand,
There were some 30,000, with, it was said, 7o guns, chiefly
Cavalry (some reports said all) which had taken little part
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FAILURE OF AMMUNITION, 133

in the work of the previous day. This, though really the
most anxious time of the whole two days, has received
but scanty notice in the dispatch of the Commander-in-
Chief. There werc circumstances which, at the time,
rendered a disclosure of the whole truth inconvenient
One of these was our batterics had very little ammunition
left, even in the spare wagons, and there was no fresh sup-
ply on the field. During the night, what was in the spare
wagons was transferred to those m«t in need.

The Artillery at this tsme were in three distinct bodies.
Lient.-Colonel Huthwaite on the left, with Major Camp-
bell’s and Captamn Day’s Troops and Austen’s half battery.
In the centre, Major Brind with his own and Captamn
Swinley’s Troops and the two ficld batteries of Lieutenant
Atlay and Captain Horsford On the right, Lieut -Colonel
Geddes had Captain Mills’ Troop with Moir’s two guns,
Lieutenant Mackinnon’s and Captain Garbett’s Troops.

Colonel Huthwaite, moving through the jungly ground
on the left, suddenly camc on a part of Sirdar Tej Singh’s
force, and at once opened fire, to which the Sikhs replied
At this time Major Campbell’s scnior subaltern, P. (.
Lambert, was killed. He finally fell back, as the enemy
seemed to be enveloping him, and they had no support at
hand.

Major Brind, with both Troops, afterwards joined by the
field batteries, advanczd beyond the entrenchment, and
engaged the enemy on the left front, but after a time being
enfiladed by some of their heavier guns, had to retire upon
the willage, where the supports were posted.

Colonel Geddes in the same way had to sustain a very
heavy fire for some time, but his ammumtion was failing,
and this, with want of support, compelled him to fall back
upon the Infantry, which had formed a hollow square on
the right front of the entrenchment, and were then lying
down. “¥or the first time,” wrote one of the Horse Artil-
lery officers, “1 found my back exposed to the enemy’s
round shot.”

1845,
Lew. 220d.
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De?:g;d By this time most of the ammunition wagons were
" almost empty. Three guns of the 4th Troop jrd Brigade
were formed in the angle of the square. A Staff Officer
told Lieutenant Kaye, commanding them, that he could get
some ammunition from Sikh wagons near the village. He
sent at once, and though the sizes rendered it difficult, he
managed to get fifty rounds of shot which were of essential
service just then.

The Sikh line still advanced, and for some time replied
to the fire of these guns and Major Brind’s, but after a time
they appeared to be moving away to the right. By a little
after two p.m,, our guns were entirely silent. Sir Hugh
Gough brought the whole of the Artillery and Cavalry to
the right and moved them to the rear round the village,
A report was brought that the enemy were advancing, and
the Cavalry, forming line, advanced , but it was a false alarm.
They were leaving the field.

At this juncture an order was brought by the 1st Assis-
tant-Adjutant-General of the Army to Brigadicr Harriott
for the Cavalry and Horse Artillery and field batteries to
proceed to Ferozepore. It is useless now to enquire who
originated the idea. But it was carried out. The enemy
saw the move, though now at some distance, and is said
to have hastened their retreat, mistaking its object. In the
evening they had reached the cantonments, refilled their
limbers and wagons, and fed their tired cattle. The only
Artillerymen left on the field were Brigadier Brooke, Colonel
Denniss, and Lieutenant H. H. Maxwell, D.A Q M.G. The
last was sent by Brigadier Brooke to recall them, but too
late* The result of an attack by the Sikhs then could not
have been doubtful. But the Sirdars had no mind to
fight.

* It 1s hardly necessary to say that both the Governor-General and
the Commander-in-Chicf were not aware of this till they had gone. ‘It
15 due also to Brigadier Harriott, Colonels Geddes and Huthwaite to
state from whom the order came to them. Captain Pillans, Commis-

sary of Ordnance must have also been on the field, as he went into
Ferozepore next morning with Lord Hardinge.
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Earlier in the day Captain J. F. Egerton, while convey-
ing an order, was attacked at a village we had occupied
during the night, and very severely wounded in the back
and both hands He died a month afterwards  Sir John
Littler, in his dispatch, speaks highly of “his conspicuous
seal and activity.”

The Artillery casualties amounted to 118 killed,* 20
missing, and 75 wounded (Note C). In all we lost 694
killed and 1,729 wounded, including Lascars and Syces.
The loss 1n horses was very great, no less than 323 in the
Artillery, killed, wounded, and missing.  Several died in
harness unwounded.

As soon as the Artillery had replenished thcir empty
boxes and fed men and horses they returned, reaching
Ferozeshah at ten am. next day The wounded were
sent to Ferozepore, the captured ordnance sent to the same
place, and thc dead buried. There were 68 guns, three
howitzers, and two mortars, some highly ornamented and
with long Persian mscriptions on them

On the 24th, headquarters moved to Sultan-Khan-wala,
and on the 27th to Araff (Hurruf i dispatches). Majoi-
General Smuth’s division was 1in advance at Maliwdl The
Sikhs were 1n force on the opposite bank of the Sutlej,
occupying a positton some five miles in extent, with
the willage of Sobraon in rear of their centre  Further
reinforcements werc on their way up from the provinces—

* The following anecdote may not be deemed misplaced Those
who knew thie kindly nature of General George Campbell will not be
surprised at the fidelity shown by a servant of his When the action
commenced, he told his Syce, an old servant, to remain n the rear as
he was not wanted. He replied, “ How can I leave you? If anything
were to happen to you, how could 1 return to the Mem Sahib and say
I had not been with you?” So he followed his master  Soon after,
a shot smashed both legs  Lying on hic back, he unslung the teles-
cope he was cairying, saying, “ Sahib, Sahib, durbin le lo” The poor
fellow was carefully placed on a wagon, but his sufferings did not last
long,fxs it was blown un I am indebted for this, as for many n
teresting facts, to the late General E. Kaye.

t There are two villages of this name , one about four and a half
miles east of Ferozepore. The one meant ts four miles south-east of
the Nagar Ford,
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the headquarters of the 2nd Brigade H.A, with Colonel
G. E. Gowan, C.B, and Lieut.-Colonel E. Biddulph, and
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Troops under Captain ]. Turton,
Major C. Grant, and Lieut -Colonel J. Alexander ; the 3rd
Company 3rd Battalion, Captaimn E P. Master,.heags
quarters 4th Battahon, with the 1st* 2nd, and 4th Com-
panies, headquarters and 1st Companies 6th Battalion,
and a siege-train of six 10-inch and five 8-inch howitzers
from Delht  The Ferozepore Magazine had supplied four
18-pounder guns, besides the two heavy Lowitzzrs, one of
which had been rendered useless at Ferozeshah

In the new brigading of the army (January ist) the
Artillery arrangements were* Colonel Gowan to com-
mand, Captain E Christic, D.ALA G, Lieatenant H H
Maxwell, DAQ MG, 1st Division H.A,, Brgadier G
Brooke, Lieutenant M. Mackenzie, Brigade-Major. 2nd
Division H A, Brigadier E. Biddulph, Captan E G
Austin, Brigade-Major Foot Artillery, Bngadier G. G.
Denniss, Licutenant - Kaye, Brigade-Major.

Information was recetved that the Sikhs had made a raid
in the direction of Ludhidna, where some of the houses and
barracks were burned.

While the Chief was waiting the arrtval of the siege guns
and reinforcemnents, the Sikhs were constructing carthworks
on our side of the 1iver to cover a ford in their centre, and
brought over some ficld guns.  Sir Hugh Gough, resenting
this, ordered out some heavy guns, which fired a few long
shots with increased charges, which damaged one of the
pieces and seriously mjured a gunner. Sir H Hardinge,
coming out from Ferozepore, pointed out to hum the ad-
visability of allowing the Sikhs to take up a position with
a wide river in their rear.

News was now rccewved that Sirdar Ranjor Singh
Majithsa had crossed the Sutlej with a large force at Phillour,
near Ludhidna. It was supposed to be his object to inter-

* To this Company, under Captain R Waller, an elephant battery
of twelve 1ron 9-pounders, reamed up to 12, was attached,
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cept the siege-train. A writer * well acquainted with the
Punjab calls him “one of the greatest boobies” in it, and
thinks he sought only to plunder Ludhidna However,
Sir H. Smith, who had been sent with the 1st Brigade,
By and _Alexander’s Troops H A% and No 6 Teld
Battery, to Dharmhot, was ordered on to Ludhidna, and
Wheeler, with the 2nd Brigade Infantry and Brngadier
Cureton’s Cavalry, was sent after him He was to be
further reinforced by the Shekawati Brigade,§ which was
at Bassian, by H.M 53rd, and by Brigadier Godby, com-
manding at Ludhidna The 1st Troop Ist Brigade H.A.
game along with Brigadier Curetont—commanded now by
Lieutenant J. Mull, as Captain C. E. Mills had reverted to
his appomtment on the Governor-General’s Staff.

Sir ITenry Smith, leaving Sobraon, heard late on the 20th
that Ranjor Singh had advanced to Badhowdl On arriv-
ing within two miles of it, he found himself intercepted by
“ the booby,” and endeavoured to avoid the tiap by making
a detour to his right The accompanying shketch shows
the position and the tactical error committed. Almost as
a matter of course Ranjor Singh came down on the rear of
the Column and captured as much as he could of the
baggage. Covered by his Cavalry and guns, Siy H Smith
retired in echelon of battahions, and so reached Ludhidna

Ranjor Singh, who had entrenched himself at Badhowal,
suddenly abandoned 1t on the night of the 22nd, and 1c-
tired to Talwand: on the Sutlej. Brigadiere=Wheeler wid-
Sureton' joined on the 26th, and orders were given to
march early on the 28th., The Cavalry were divided 1nto
two Brigades 1st Brigadier McDowell, CB, 16th
Lancers, 3rd L C,, and 4th LC. 2nd: Brigadier R. A.
Stedman, Body Guard, ist and 5th 1.C., and Shekawati
Horse, The Infantry in four Brigades 1st Brigadier G.
Hicks, H.M, 31st, 24th, and 47th N.I. 2nd Brigadier

* Caleutin Review, Article VI, Vol VI for 1846,
¥ A native contingent commanded by Major H. Forster. 6oo In-
Pantry, 400 Cavalry, and four guns,

1846.
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H. M. Wheeler, C.B, HM. soth, 48thyN.I,, and Sirmur
Battalion, 3rd: Brigadier Wilson, HM. 33rd, 30th N.L
ath: Brigadier G. Godby, 36th N.I, Nasiri Battalion,
Sappers, and Shekawati Infantry.

The Cavalry, with two troops of H.A. in the intervals of
Brigades, covered the advance. From the village of Puramn
the Sikh army was observed on a ridge, of which the village

—
\\L\ [
RN -
[T .
= R, 2
b X =y '
A \ ¢ <
. ";'“':} pwal \ '
5Dy S
2l 0 ll/l 2
e Y ¥ ma
| s i -
| S
S
\ %\
e
o027
<>

ACTION OF BADIHOWAL,

of Aliwal seemed the centrc. The ground was open and
favourable to manceuvre over, and the Infantry Columns
deploying had the appearance and precision of a field day,
Brigadier Godby’s Brigade was in echelon on the right, the
Shekawat: Infantry to the left rear of the whole line, At
ten o'clock the action commenced by a cannonade from
the whole of the enemy’s line, Perceiving that by doing
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so he could act with better effect on their left and centre,
Sir H. Simith brought up his right with the view of carrying
the village of Aliwal Brigadier Godby’s Brigade was
brought up, and with it and that of Brigadier Hicks the
village was won. The Cavalry on the right, under Briga-
dier Cureton, charged the enemy's horse on that flank and
drove them inupon the Infantry. Brigadier Wheeler, in the
centre, advanced, capturmng the position and guns in his
front. Brigadier Wilson, opposed to the Ayin troops,
commonly called Avitabilc’s, found the village of Bhundri
strongly held. It covered the ford in rear. The 16th
Lancers twice charged. Captain Bere led a squadron
4against a square, rode through 1t twice forwards and back
again, Major Sm/th and Captain Pearson, of the same
regiment, led another charge. H.M. 53rd Regiment carried
Bhundri, and the 3oth N.I.* wheeling to 1ts left, drove the
Avitabile Corps towards the river and under the fire of the
Horse Artillery on the left

All these attacks were covered by the guns, the Artillery
being on both flanks and in the centre. When the line
took ground to its right the enemy had got our range, and
the fire became very hot. There was a short halt, during
which the Infantry were ordered to lie down on both wides
of Colonel Alexander's and Captain Turton's Troops
The former was directed to detach two guns, under
Lieutenant Le G. Bruce, to support the 16th Lancers on
left. As the line advanced, gun after gun was captured.
Avitabile’s battalions behaved splendidly. Turton’s and
Alexander’s Troops galloped right into them, driving them
into the dry nullah beyond Bhundri, but a gun of the
3rd Troop, brought to the bend in 1t, with a few rounds of
grape drove them into the open ground, where they were
charged and dispersed.t

* g‘his regiment was highly spoken of by the General in his dis-
patch.

t In a private letter to Lieut.-Colonel Alexander, Sir H. Smith
wrote : “I see at this moment yours and Turton’s Troops unlimbering
near the rullah, where [ again unkennelled a pack of Avitabile’s to
the murderous fire of your glorious guns. My best regards to your
whole Troop.”

1846
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Every gun the enemy had fell into our hands. Driven
across the Sutlej while the guns lined the banks, thelr loss
was very severe. Qurs, too, was heavy, for the Sikhs
fought well. Sir H. Smith gave the Artillery high praise
for their conduct, while he did not forget the other arms.
“Qur guns literally being constantly ahead of everything.

. - . Our guns and gunners, officers and men, may
be equalled, but cannot be excelled by any Artillery in the
world.” There was, in fact, 10 check in the advance of
the whole line The number of guns captured was 66,
many of them highly chased and ornamented ; two were
seen across the niver, which the enemy were leaving be-
hind These, and one left in the niver, were spiked by
Lieutenant J. G. Holmes, Irregular Cavalry, and Gunner
Thomas Scott, 1st Troop 2nd Brigade H.A. who rode
across the stream for the purposc.

Major Lawrenson mm his report to Captain Lugard,
A.AG, 1st Division, mentions, with the names of the
officcrs commanding batteries, those of Brevet-Capta§11
W. Barr, Acting-Adjutant of the 2nd Brigade, who ac-
companied the 1st Troop as subaltern, and the Riding-
Master, Mr R. McAuliffe,* who acted as his Staff Officer ;
and in his report to regimental headquarters, Sergt.-Major
Simon Budd, who also attended upon him and conveyed
orders. Lieutenant H. Tombs, Acting-Aide-de-Camp to
the General, was likewise mentioned by him The Artillery
casualties are given in the Appendix to this chapter.

Sir H. Smith, after dismantling some of the small forts
about, rejoined army headquarters on the 8th of February.
The first portion of the siege-train with a supply of
reserve ammunition reached on the 7th and 8th along
with a troop of H.A. and four reserve companies under
Lieut.-Colonel H. J. Wood.t

* Mr. McAuliffe had been appointed Riding-Master to the\Hclm
Artillery in October, 1815.

+ 2nd Troop 2nd Brigade, 3rd and 4th Companies 3rd Battalion
st Company 4th, and 1st Company 6th Battahons.
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SIKH ENTRENCHMENTS. 143

Preparations were at once made for attacking the Sikh
position at Sobraon. It was to be conducted as follows:
The heavy ordnance were to open upon the entrenchment
and prepare for the assault, which was to be made on the
centre and both flanks. Sir Robert Dick’s division on the
left was to advance and storm the western corner. General
Gilbert’s division in the centre, and Sir H. Smith’s on the
right were to attack simultaneously, but rather with a view
to divert the enemy’s attention from the real attack of Sir
R. Dick. Brigadier Curcton, with his brigade of Cavalry,
was directed to watch the Harm ki Patan, about a mile in
rear of Sir H. Smith, and threaten from that quarter.

The Sikh entrenchments occupied a bend m the river
Sutlej extending a mile and a half along the bank with
a depth of a mile. Inside the main linc of parapet were
a series of shelter trenches for musketry. They had
learned that a single line of earthworks was of no avail
against our fire or the assault of our Infantry. A second
line of parapet ran diagonally across the interior, with two
others behind it in front of the bridge of boats Outside
the ground was hard and open, intersected with numerous
dry channels, some of considerable width

The first proposal of the Artillerymen was to place
the heavy guns near the cnemy’s works, s0 as to enfilade
them throughout, but as this would have ivolved shoulders
and traverses to protect our batteries fiom being enfiladed
in turn, objections were made and upheld by the Engineer
officers. So it was decided to place them i such positions
in front as might enable them to bear upon various points,
and thus cover the advance,

The number of men in the reserve companies was not
sufficient to man them all, consequently the officers and
men of the 2znd Troop (now commanded by Captain
Waller), 3rd and sth Troops 1st Brigade, and 1st Troop
3rd Brigade, were ordered to leave horses and guns in
camp and assist in the batteries.*

% The 2nd and 3rd Troops 1st Brigade were with the 8-inch
howitzers, though, strangely enough, Captains Swinley and Barr,

1846.
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Brigadier Ashburnham commanded an advanced post
at the village of Rodawdld, in front of which the ileavy
batteries were to be placed. The heavy pieces moved out
of camp about 10 pm. on the gth, but on reaching Roda-
wdl4, the 62nd Regiment had not arrived, and Brigadier
Ashburnham, from some misconception or non-receipt of
orders, was not ready. The enemy were supposed to be
at Chota Sobraon, and would have to be dislodged. The
day was nearly breaking before they advanced, and the
posts selected by the Engineers were rcached beore the
sun rose.

A heavy mist concealed the entrenchments from view
and us from the Sikhs, who slumbered unconsciously, while
the shouts and objurgations which Hindu bullock-drivers
deem it necessary to indulge in before they can reverse
their long teams and corne into action, would, it was feared,
effectually prevent anything likc a surprise. But all the
battertes were in position before the lower stratum of mist
had cleared away

The batteries were placed on the southern side of one
of the channels before mentioned They were arranged
thus. Colonel Geddes had a Rocket Battery on the left,
close to the edge of the ravine, To its right, a little
further from the ravine, Colone! IHuthwaite had a battery
of eight 8-inch howitzers, and next to him Colonel Denniss
one of six to-inch howitzers, Brigadier Brooke superin-
tended these two, Further to the right Major Lawrenson
had a battery of five 18-pounder guns, To the right front
of this, sheltered in a broad part of the same ravine which
here formed an angle, Coloncl Wood had a battery of
six 8-inch and five 54-inch mortars. Brigadier Biddulph
had the supcrintendence of the mortars and guns. More
than three-quarters of a mile to the right, in front of the
line by which General Gilbert’s division was marching up,

ieutenants Mackinnon and Atlay were with the 18-pounders ; the
1st Troop 3rd Brigade was in the 10-inch howitzer battery. Captains
Day and Waller were with the 12-pounder reamers brought up from
Delhi.
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Captain Day had the battery of twelve iron 12-pounder
reamed up guns, which, as beforc mentioned, were drawn
by elephants. On the left of this battery Major Grant,
with the 2nd-2nd H.A.* (four field howitzers and two guns),
took up a position.

All was still as the sun first appeared above the mist,
when a single shell from Grant’s Troop was sent into the
Sikh entrenchments.

It cawlo clamorque vivuin clangorque tubaruie  The shouts
of many voltces, beating of drums, and bugle sounds were
borne through the morning air, while the howitzers and 12-
pounder guns in turn sent their demand for surrender
The other batteries took 1t up, and the Sikhs, not slow to
reply, filled the atmosphere with sound, so that the mists,
shaken by the reverberation, fled away The elephants in
the 12-pounder limbers, frightened by the noise, bolted,
and were not stopped till they had got half way back to
camp. Just after the fire commenced, a Sikh horseman
rode out from the right of the entrenchment, and cantered
along outside to the left

The outer line uof the entrenchment was a good carth-
work, giving plenty of cover to the guns  The fire of our
heavy batteries, well dirccted as 1t was, did not enfilade,
and at 1,300 yards could not do much more than search
the interior of the position, when 1t should have been
mainly instrumental 1in clearing it. The siege-train, too,
had only just arrived, and the amount of ammunition pre-
pared on the oth was hardly sufficicnt Consequently,
when Sir R. Dick’s division was ordered forward, the fire
of these batteries had begun to slacken just when they
should have been most cffectivet+ Fou this the Artillery

were not responsible.

* This battery had been nearly two years before, as an experiment,
armed with the heavier metal of g-pounder guns and 24-pounder
%owztzers, For this day’s work two of the guns were replaced by

owitzers,

+ That the practice was good appears from the following extract of

I
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Brigadier Stacy with the 7th Brigade (to which the 53rd
Regiment, lately arrived, had been added) on the léft, was
the first ordered to advance, supported on either flank by
Captains Fordyce and Horsford with 7th and oth Bat-
teries Brigadier Wilkinson with the 6th Brigade fpllowed.
Colonel Lane’s Troop, with the Cavalry in rear, also ad-
vanced. Brigadier Ashburnham and the sth Brigade came
up somewhat further to the right. The three batteries
went forward at a gallop, and opened at 300 yards. The
Sikhs, apprehending the main assault would come from
General Gilbert’s and Smith’s divisions, had collected the
largest part of their force on that side, but the fire of the
guns was well and effectively maintained. When the In-
fantry got close in, their guns could not be sufficiently
depressed from the faulty construction of the sills of the
embrasures, but the defences, well constructed of earth and
fascine-work, were difficult to force, and the resistance to
Stacy’s attack was so formidable that the first attempt was
not immediately successful, There was a temporary check.
Again they pressed forward, the 6th Brigade following
close after, neither firing. The 1oth Regiment, led by
Colonel Franks, gained great praise for their conduct on
this occasion Both brigades forced their way in almost
together. The Sappers cut an opening in the parapet,
through which the 3rd Light Dragoons coming up, followed
by the s5th L.C, made their way in single file, forming up
inside, and then charging in different directions. The
number of shelter-trenches in the interior made united
action very difficult. A squadron of the 3rd L.D., under
a letter from the late Colonel W S.Row, 33rd N I, 25th March, 1873;
tome -—

“In the eveming I visited the interior of the entrenchments, and
found that on the front, immediately facing the heavy guns and Rocket
Batteiy, the destruction had been very great Numerous tumbrils had
been blown up, and several square places in the interior, surrounddd
by ditches, having been apparently occupied by the enemy in dense

masses, presented an appearance of charred and burnt bodies heaped
one upon another ”

The cotton murzai, commonly worn, taking fire and smouldering,
charred the bodies—a common occurrence, and not a pleasant sight.
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Captain Cookes, with the 5th 1..C,, were ordered to create
a diversion in favour of Sir H. Smith on the right, who had
met with such opposition that his advance had been checked
Lieutenant E. Roche, 3rd Dragoons, D.A.Q.M.G. of the
Cavalry Division, accompanied this charge, and saved the
life of Captain J. W. Ryley, Adjutant 5th L.C, killing a
Sikh chieftain, who attacked him from behind. The 4th
L C. from the left had come up nearer the river where the
enemy’s Horse were, to the extreme right of the Sikh out-
works, where they cntered, and, charging down, assisted in
clearing them. Sir Robert Dick was mortally wounded
close to the entrenchment  All accounts have given high
praise to the three batterics on this flank. A body of Horse
which had come down on one flank and obliged the 53rd
to form square, was dispersed by Captain [Torsford’s. M.
Mouton, a Frenchman, who commanded it, in disgust threw
down his sword, and vowed he would not serve any more
with them. Captain Horsford’s battery was loudly cheered
by the Infantry, particularly by the 1oth Foot.

Brigadier Ashhurnham’s brigade supported these attacks
further to the right.

The divisions of Generals Gilbert and Sir H. Smith came
up under very heavy fire, both of artillery and musketry.
Far away on the left the former could see the glttering
bayonets of Dick’s brigades, but there was no time to look
anywhere except to the front, where the ramparts seemed
impassable, Twice the regiments fell back baffled , twice
again they advanced, and at last effected an entrance. But
the loss, considering the time they were under fire, was very
heavy. Brigadier Maclaren, who had done very good ser-
vice in Afghanistan, was dangerously wounded in the knee.
Brigadier C. C. Taylor, 2g9th Regiment, of whom Sir Hugh
Gough says that no one held in his estimation a higher
place for gallantry and skill, fell “in close encounter with
the enemy, ecovered with honourable wounds.” The casual-
ties in the 3rd Brigade (Taylor's) amounted to 63 killed,
339 wounded ; in the 4th (Maclaren’s) to 535 killed, 440

1846.
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wounded, the work of little more than half-an-houg Thosc
of the native regiments came nearer to those of the Euro-
pean ones than in any previous engagement

Sir Harry Smith’s two brigades in the same way were
not at first successful The struggle, though not prolonged,
was severe. On the right the 1st-2nd H.A, and on.the left
the 3rd-3rd H A,, under Major G. Campbell, covered the
advance, though G-pounder guns could not open the way
through the earthworks or silence the guns behind them.
But while Sir R Dick’s brigades, a mile away on the left,
were making havoc with the cnemy inside, this, and General
Gilbert’s drvision, were crowning the works. Already the
Stkhs were beginning to retreat over the hridge of boats,
and Captain Turton at the extremity of the defences, where
a view of the interior could be obtaned, was playing upon
their disordered masses. Major Campbell with his Troop
went to Turton's right, and unlimbered on the edge of the
river Three of hi« guns were directed against a battery on
the opposite bank which enfiladed them, a shot from which
killed Licutenant H ] Y. Faithful of the 1st Troop about
this time It was silenced Major Campbell, as he ever
did in action, was carrying out his motto, “ Fiat Via V1.”
His other three guns joined Turton’s in playing upon the
bridge of boats* and the crowds of Sikhs pressing over 1t,
Ther fire broke it dewn

The guns were soon 1emnforced  Licut.-Colonel Alexan-
der came up from the Hari ford, which he, with Cureton’s
Cavalry, had been watching The Governor-General, with
prescient foresight, had sent Captamn C E. Mills to camp
for the guns of the Horse Artillery scrving in the heavy
batteries, and he made the Syces hook in the teams, mount,
and come up at a trot. Licutenant Atlay brought up
Captain Day's Troop. The gunners were soon in their ac-

* In the plan the position of the bridge o1 the curve of the river
may not be quite correct The former was in full view of both Tur-
ton’s and Campbell’s guns. General Campbell in a letter places it
nearer.
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castomed saddles. There was no grass under their feet,
but they left the dust behind, and ere long were in
action on the bank of the river. It was no longer a battle,
it was simply carnage. The river had risen seven inches
during the night, but the Sikhs, refusing to yield, plunged
into 1t, and as shot and shell tore through them, their
bodies were carried down the stream. The Artillerymen
did not like the work, but the Sikhs had to be taught a
lesson, and weie hard to instruct. At cleven o’clock that
morning not a living bikh recmained on the British side of
the niver.

The casualties among the Artillery in this action were
very small, 7 killed, 45 wounded, Major C. Grant among
the latter, The Infantry had 313 killed, 1,954 wounded.
The Cavalry, 6 killed, 42 wounded. The Ingincers, 2
killed, 20 wounded. The Sikh loss was cstimated at
more than 8,000, and 67 pieces of ordnance fell into our
hands.

This ended the campaign  On the 14th the British
Army was at Kasur, where the Governor-General received
Golab Singh on the part of the Sikh Government. On
the 18th, the young Maharaja tendeicd his submission to
him, and on the 2oth the Army encamped at Mian Mir.

EXPIDITION AGAINST FORT KANGRA

Under the teims of the Treaty now enterced into with
the Sikh Government, the country lying between the Sut-
lej and Bids Ruvers, north of Ludhidna, commonly called the
Jullundur Doab, became British territory, and a Brigade
under General Wheeler was placed there, It included the
hills on the north-east, in which the celebrated fortress of
Kot Kangra is situated. The Krladdr of this place, trust-
ing to its impregnability, tested m many an instance in
days long gone by, relying somewhat on fate, and, like
other Kiladérs in history, considering his honour bound up
in his charge, declined to suriender at once, saying that
unless the Maharaja Ranjit Singh himself appeared before
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the gates, he would not give up the keys. As Ranjit was
then beyond the River Styx, and could not come, Brigadier
Wheeler was sent instead.

His force consisted of the 2nd, 11th, 41st, 44th, and half
the 63rd N.I. Lieut-Colonel H. ] Wood commanded the
Artillery, which consisted of the 3rd Troop ist Brigade
H.A., 1st and 3rd Companies 6th Battalion, and the 2nd
Company 7th Battalion. A siege-train of three 18-pounder
guns, two 8-inch howitzers, and six mortars were sent.
Elephant draft was provided for the larger pieces

There was nothing remarkable about this expedition ex-
cept the difficulty of tiransporting the heavy guns over
the rough mountamous country which had to be traversed
beforc the fort was reached on the 25th of May. On the
appearance of the force there the Kiladar gave up his keys
to the shade of Ranjit Smgh Lieutenant W. Olpherts,
commandmg the Artillery of the Bandelkhand ILegion,
volunteered for and was employed 1n this expedition

The headquarters of the 6th Battalion, with the 1st and
3rd Companies, went to Umballah  The 4th Company was
kept there till December, when it was withdrawn with the
siege ordnance, Lieutenant Clifford remaining till then in
charge of the park



AUTHORITIES CONSULTED FOR THIS
CHAPTER.

General and Regimental Orders,

Muster Rolls and Army Lists.

India Office Records.

Caleutta Review, Vol V1., Article, V1., “ Sikb Invasion
of India”

Correspondence, etc., of the Late Gen. Sir G Brooke,
K.CB

M.S. relation of the war by the late Col. E Kaye, C.B.

Letters from various Officers of Artillaty and of regi-
ments engaged.

Letters in Caleutta Englisiman and Irwnd of Indua,

APPENDIX
List of Officers of Artillery who served.
Return of Casualties 1n the Artillery, Mudkt
Return of Casualties in the Artillery, Ferozeshah
. Return of Casualties in the Artilery, Aliwal.
Return of Casualties 1n the Artillery, Sobraon.
Note on Casualties among matéric! and failure of
ammunition at Ferozeshah

mEYO e



APPENDIX,

152

NOTE A.
Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served in the first 3ikh War.

1917 Bricavr H A,
Lieut,-Colonel G Brooke

Bt -Laeut.-Colonel W. Geddes

Bt.-Captain M, Mackenae

Surgeon T, £ Dempster
Assist -Surgeon D McRae

Assist -Surgeon W b} Mactier
Vety.-Surgeon P B, I Green

Riding-Master P Ashton

Sergt -Major S Douglas
' 15t 7roop,

Captain F, Dashwond

Captain C E ADIls
Lacutenant J, Mlly

Lieutenant W C llutchinson

Lieutenani H, Tombs .

Asst.-Surg, ¥, Anderson, MDD

2nd Troop
Captamn E, I’A Todd
Captain R, Waller

Laentenant C, A. \Vhecl(vnghl
Lieutenant W A Mackmnon .

32d Troop
Captain G, H. Swinley
Lieutenant R, H. Pollock

Lleuten'mt R. M, Paton

Lreutenant C. V. Bowe
Lieutenant £ Atlay

sth Troop.
Captain E F Day .
Lieutenant C W, Txmbrel}
Laeutenant E, B Johnson
Laeutenant W, C, Russell
Asslsl -Surgeon G, Rae
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P
Pl
I‘I
P l Bde -Major 13t Div,w
' I.A,, wounded amt
Ferozeshah, .
Pl
(2]
b
b 1
P
P I’rov ost-Marshal
£, RHA.
Died 22nd Deceulber o
! wounds recewved at
b Mudka,
Doimng duty at first with
4th Troop 3rd Bde.
{ s61h Faeld Battdy?
‘\ Killed at ¥erozeshah,
p i From 1-4 G,O. 31st Jan
Pl Wounded at Mudki
Pl N
P { . 58¢4 .er/d Battery.
b
! Died 19th Diccember of
‘ wounds received at
‘\ 1 Mudk:.
| p | From 1st Troop 3rd
| Bnigade.
.| Wounded at Mudki,
p | p | From3-4(:.0, 30th Dec,
P “ KA.
ol
P
p .
p




APPENDIX,

NoTE A—continued.

153

-
= % E = | 8
AR AE-ERE
Elem e 2|3
2ND BRIGADE, H A
Colonel G E. Gowan, C.B. P
Lieut -Colonel E. Biddulph . . P
Muajor G S Lawrenson P p
Bt.-Captain E. G, Austin . Pip
Surgeon G Craigle .. . p
Assist -Surgeon F. Daouglas P
Riding-iaster R, MecAnhffe plp
Sergeant-Major 5 Budd P plp
1st Zrogp, P
Captain J. Turton Alprilop
igutenant R R Bruce - |
utenant 1. J. Y. Faithful . - | P
* 212d Troop . - P
Bt,-Major C Grant . P
Lagutenant P, Christie . i
Li#utenant A, I’ Simons P
Lieutenant 5. W, Stokes P
3rd T1o0p. p|lPiD
Bt -Lieut,-Colonel T Alexander plpPP
Bt.-Captain W, Barr, plrip
/LRCngnant G % Voyle plp!lop
Lieutenant H. Le (- Bruce PipP|D
3RD BrIGADE 11 A
Lieut -Colonel E, Huthwaite . p . p
Lieutenant | Abercrombie P |- p
Suxcgeon J. Graham, M D P
g
Asgist.-Surg. R S O Thring p
Vet -Surgeon D. Cullimore p
Riding-Master C Connolly p
152 7Troop. PP P
Bt -Magjor F. Brind pPip p
Bt -Major I1. M Lawience - . P
Lieutenant C. V_Cox plp LD
Licutenant A Wintle .- j
Lieutenant R. M. Paton .
Asst.-Burgeon H. W, Rumley | p [ p|. |~ | P
2nd Troop, d'Iv. d:v . / p
Bt,-Lieut.-Colonel J. T, Lane .| .. | . Alp
L§nutemnt G, Mair v ) P e p
" Lieutepant E. A. C. D'Oyly .. [ .. | .. P| P
Liemenant H, T. T. Pattenson . “ | Al P
——

I Kangra,

RN,

Brigade-Major 2nd Div.
H A,

Baggage-Master,
AL, RHA.,

Killed at Sobraon.
52nd Field Battery
Wonnded at Sobraon

2na  Ratt  2nd  Dep.
Dww R A

Acting Adjt, 2znd Bde
H A,

Adjuatant

Depit 1lospmtal Ferose-
IJ( e

Domg duty

I, RH A

Dolitical Employ.

" Wounded at Mudha

Wounded at Ferozeshah
—To 3rd Troop 1st
Bde, 1T A,

§72h Field Batiery.,




3rd Zroop
Bt.-Major G. Campbell
Lieutenant P, C Lambert
Lieutenant A. G Austen
Lientenant F ¥ Remmington
Lieutenant D McNeill

4tk Troop
Captain H Garbett
Lieutenant E, Kaye .
Laieutenant H I Maxwell

252d Company. 2n ! Ba.talion,

laeutenant (i H Clhifford
Lieutepant ] A Angelo

37 Company, 3rd Battalion
Captain £ P Master .
Lieutenant D, ] T Newall
Lieutenant W, K Fooks

4th Company, 3rd Battalion )

Captain J. Anderson
Lieutenant S C Woodcock
2nd-Lieutenant W Miller
4TH Bat1aLioN
Lieut -Colonel G G Denniss
Bt.-Captain W. K Warner
Surgeon J. Steel M D
Assist -Surgeon £ Edlin
152 Comnpany, 12-pr. Battery
Captain A. Fitsgerald
Laeutenant H Francis
Lieutenant H Montgomery
2nd-Lieutenant W F, Cox
2nd Company
Bt -Major G H Macgregor

Lieatenant H R Courtenay
Laeutenant A Bunny
2nd-Lieutenant C Dempster

3rd Company, No 7 H.F.B,

Captam Jasper Trower
Captain J. Fordyce
Taeutenant E Atlay
Lieutenant A Pearson
2nd-Lieutenant £ Iarrison
42k Company.
Captain J, Brind

Lieutenant G, Milligan

NoOTE A—continued,
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S, £HA

Killed at Ferozeshah.
From 2-7 G.Q, 31 Dec.

K-C R H A Reduced'79

Dep -Asst Qr.-Mr -Gen.
Oth Mounlarne Battery.

14tk Co, Southesn Div,

Doing duty from 2-3

Doing duty from 3 5
362/ Freld Battery

Downg duty from 3-1

Doing duty from 6-8.

Adyt -Commy Ordnce,
Field Surgeon

In medrcal charge

2nd Mountaiir Battery.

Doing duty with 4-4.

Domng duty from 1-2,

Doing duty from 2-1.

4th Mountazn Battery

Pohtical Employ--Doing
duty k.A B.(§ 17th
Feb.

Joimned 11th Fely
6t/ Mountain Baticry
1)ied 18th Dec of wound.

To 3-1 H.A.

Joined gth Feb,
6tk Co., Eastern Dev,
Doing duty, Batt. Ord.,
12th Feb.
Doing duty from 1-1 Batt.

Ord., 25th Jan.

“ A detail with heavy howitzers, but no officer except Captam Warner.
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NOTE A—continued.
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21 E181212) 2
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I - — e
gth Company—continued
TLieutenant G, A. Renny P Domng duty, Batt (nd,
26th Jan
Lieutenant C. H. Cookes do. . . . | Doing duty Fd. Army
Ord., 14th Feb 4
2znd-Lieutenant M, E. Curne .| .. p Jomed 8th February, -~
znd-Lieutenant J. 5. Frith .. 1. . . Domng duty Fd. Army
6TH BATIALION, Ord., 27th Feb
Lieut.-Colonel H, J. Wood ..} .. . .. P p
Lientenant T. Brougham . , .} p | p | Adutant.
Surgeon G, G Brown, M.D .| ., |. .. P .,
Asst -Surgeon St. G. W Tucher op . | Doing duty
152 Company oL I A S 18tk Co , Sortthern D
Lieutenant H, M, Conran o p |-
2nd-Lieutenant W. Stewart . P - Domng duty Arty D,
Ord , 16th Jan,
2nd Lieutenant T, Haydon . P Domg duty Arty Div.
Ord , 16th Jan.
2nd-Lieut, E, W. E, Walker .. . R p | Dong duty Arty. Duv,
Ord , 16th Jan
2nd-Lieutenant W I1. Parish . .| p | Domg duty Arty Div.
Ord,, 16th Jan
2nd-Lieutenant G, Bailhe .. ., | . . p | Dong duty Arty Dn.
Ord , 16th Jan
2nd Company, No 9 H.F.B. R sotk Freld Batlery
Captamn R, Horsford . plep|- .
Lieutenant T. E Kennion .| p [ p | . |. P .
. 3#d Conipany. e |- . p . outh Faeld Ratlery
Lieutenant J. C. Gnfiiths . . lelpPplp
2nd-Lieutenant L. Machell ..} . . P
2nd-Lieutenant §, F. Gilmore . P . | Domng duty from 2-6
G O, 215t Jan
4tk Company, No 19 F.B I A R Reduced 1871,
Captain J."Fordyce .. . o] . To 3-4 G.O., 29th Dec
Captain E, Christe . 9 O N RO S .. | Fromz-1G O.,,29th Dec
Laeutenant G Holland ol b op et p
Lientenant H. J, B Macleod P - p
Lientenant C. Cookworthy - . P
Hznd Cﬂ%f’g, Izrf‘?;-tgl‘”ahm' . gl?ns . Natwe Reduced 1862
L.aptam F B, Boileau .. pip
Captain A. Fitzgerald . N | p | Domng duty
Lieuntenant A, G, Austen P PR I I S .. 1 To331HLA, GO, 3ist
. Jan
Liettenant C. S. Dugdas S S .
Lieutenant J, S. Tullbh ol }i 5 el p

Officers unattached to any Troop or Company in the field .—
Captain W, §. Pillans, Commisary of Ordnance at Ferozepore
Captain J, F. Egerton, D.A.Q.M.G. Ferozepore force. Died 23rd January
of wounds recéived at Ferozeshah.
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NOTE B

Return of Casualties, Mudki, 18th Decembher, 1846

15t Brigade I A,
1st ond, and 3rd é‘l:rm)ps
37d Brigade i 4
tst, znd and 4th Troops
i}'d Company 4th Batt }
0. 7 Horse Batterv
and Company 6th Batt
No 9 Horse Battery

‘Total

2

Non Com, Officers

Kiiren { W OUMDED.
! 4
"
] ] o | £ s .o
= ) 1) — w -
=5 [Ga ERRS 594
o2 o8 & = = (g
ErEIREl Ll A |CIETEL LI5S &
Z
4 © 5“ ?f' 1 E kr_{ - 8 g §u E
clsix|leglel 2| S8 :"i SR |8
& | & i@ :[o 7 :r\ca Ble =
7 243 3 2 | 10 2|10 | 18
4 501 | T 3 9 g 6 =
1 4[ 2
> - 5% 3 2 3
1 3 sl4s1 4| 1 71~ 11 {12) 71425

Officers killed —Captain Jasper Trower, 34 F.A , Licutenant R. H,
Pollock, 2-1 H A, died 19th December
Officers wounded —Captain ¥ Dashwood, severely-—~dicd 22nd Decem-
ber, Lieutenants C V Cox, 1-3 HA ; C A, Wheelwright, 2-1 H.A.;

C. V. Bowie, 2-1 H.A.



NOTE C

Div and Bde, Staff
1st Bde HA

jrd Bde H A,

3rd Co 4thBatt ,No 7
2nd Co. 6th Batt ,No ¢
4th Co. 6th Batt,,No 19
2nd Co 7th Batt No 6
2nd and 4th Cos 4th Batt,

LfB
LFB
LFB
LFB

Total

Return of Casualties, Ferozeshah, 215t and 22nd December 1845
KiLLep WounneED MissinG
TERE | Vo o | 3
[ o fod v - L — s -
b4 ~ 5| [ &= = ‘ 5 | v %
| 5 Eﬂ'é) i %lelgmi‘ P2, AR RE
1l o8 "\ a | ¢ (& » E|O% 8¢, 8 ;1881 & ¢ 2
Slelece =« Siglg’ 213 zrElcE 21l EEES 2
B | 4§ z 20 3 S £ 02|z z [ o g ls = S
JERI BN AP B AR R AN R E R L T
SR FUU N A E - L S
o | | oLl
7y 3 35 4 28 3 1|37 1 2, %6
1 LI ¥ 2 70 1 3 18 3 18 I, 29
‘ 2 | 2 g I L 16 5
\ 1 1 10 I 3 4] 15
‘ 'y v 2 | | 1
2 1 pr 1 I 1 I | 1o 3
272 1 ! 2
1_1_ %'~L‘ 1 | o ,
S e O e R R
2 2 1 26’4 4 2z 118 4 24{10 ot 7 212|775 1 2717 130

Officers killed —Captain E. D’A. Todd, 2-1 H A, 215t December; Lieutenant P. C Lambert, 3-3 HAA,

23rd Decembel

Officers wounded '~ Brevet Captains W K. Wainer, Comnussary of Ordnance, and Murray Mackenzie,
Brigade Major, Lieutenants R M. Paton, 1-3 H.A, and E. Atlay, 3 4 F.A, shghtly,

‘XIANJddY

£81



15t Troop 15! Bde M A,
1st Troup 2nd Bde H.A
3rd Troop2nd Bde IT A
2nd Troup 3rd Bde H A

2nd Co 7th Batt & No,6

HF B

Total

Tt Bngade 11.A
2nd Brigade H A
3rd Bnngade H A
2nd Co 2nd Batt
3rd Batt
4th Batt
oth Batt,

Total

|

l Gunners

-

|

1

)
|
|

\
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NOTE D.
Return of Casualties, Ahwal, 28th January, 1840.
KILLED - ‘WOUNDED MissinG
D _ - 4_[
18 & ol |8
E ‘S? z s “6“! ’% K 3
g luzl = = 2l e o v P "
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[CART Tl e y o CaR R S [ = & @ ||
— R N ] I
2 ‘ s | L
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1 18 \ ) 2 4 a4
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1 1 \ ’ 3 ' I 4
1] 1] 30 L B 3 1 b [ 4 {12
NOTE LE
Return of Casualties, Sobraon, 1oth | ebruary, 1846
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! 5 [ .-
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vi3l 3y 1) r o33 55 23| s

Ofhicer killed -

Lieutenant H. J. Y. Faithful, 1-2 H.A,

Officer wounded .—Brevet-Major C. Grant, 2-2 H.A, ,
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NOTE F

('ASUAL1ITS AMONG MATYRIEL AND TAILURE OF AMMUNILION
A1 1H1 Bairni or FrROZESHAH

I'he explosion of some of the wagons was due to the powder
which the Sikhs had stored away in small magaszines excavated
in the ground within the entrenchments, besides what was plen-
ufully scattered about 1nside and out, and some of these acted
a,» mines among the Infantry Brigadier Brooke reported six
wagons blown up, some more were disabled and sent into Fero
zepore to be replaced

Except the wagons thus exploded, he says the greatest and
almost only sertous damage done to carriages was 1in wheels, and
as a steady upholder of the system of pole draught, the Brigadier
alleges ‘“ a duplicate occasion of the whole of one side of a team
being shot down, yet both were repliced, ready, and moved off
when it became necessary to move the battery ”

Both the 8-inch howitzers were disabled ., a shot smashed the
nave of one, causing the wheel to fall in pieces, the rapsquares
of another were broken.  Brigadier Brooke and Captain Wainer
assign as a reason for the last the want of stabihty without a
platform, butit 1s not a suffictent one for a single day’s work The
greatest elevation required was 10°

Of exploded wagons, one oceyrred in Captain Campbell’s Troop
on the left, one (or two) in Captain Mills’ Troop, both of
Lieutenant Moir’s | a wagon and himber of Captain Garbett’s,
and two mn Captaimn Horsford’s Field Battery, representing a loss
of about 5oo rounds

The faillure of ammunitien 1 this action was much criticised,
and the question of an adequate reserve was forced into notice.
The number of rounds carried in luabers and wagons into action
was as follows :—

6 pr. gun 96 round shot 16 sphenical 16 com case

G 5 s 72 22 16 - 8 »

12-pr. how 32 com shell 38 ,, 8 2 caicases
24 1] I3 22 sy 12 N 8 ” 2 v

or less than Royal Artillery battenies carried  The capacities of
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the boxes allowed of more. Two spare wagons were allowed on
service to each Battery, giving 96, 8o, 66, and 46 additioral rounds
for each nature of piece ; but these were drawn by bullocks, and
could not be kept properly in touch with the first lime. The
Committee of 1836 had recommended a much larger proportion
to be carned with each piece.

Lord Hardinge was too good a soldier, and too practical a
character, not to address himself to this question as soon as the
war was over, and the result was the addition to every Battery
on service of a second line of wagons It still, however, con-
tinued to be drawn by bullocks, a system that afterwards called
forth the reprehension of Royal Artllery officers And Lord
Hardinge did not allow his 1nterest in this matter to cease with
his tenure of office  More than three years after the wnter of
this history had fired his farewell salute from the ramparts of
Fort Willtam, he was corresponding with Colonel G. Brooke
upon the sibject, and the information which the latter then
procured from different officers relative to the campagn 1s of the
greatest interest and value
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CHAPTER VI
SILCE OF MULTAN

S1ALE OF LR EUNFAB IN 1848-‘\1ulrd| Diwan of Multan—DMurder of Vans
Agnew and Anderson—XRebelhon—Operations of Licutenant Ddwardes—
(yeneral Whish sent with 1 force by the Resxlent—Sher Singh < Contangent
—5ikh Feeling in the Punjab—-Captain Abbott 1, Hazara—Operations of
krst Siege—Powtion ot korce—First parallel of Attach —Euemy dislodged
from ats I ront—Defection of Sher Singh-—Siege Raed—Position taken
up—Preparations for Renewal—Actton at Sinay Khund—Junction of Force
from Bombay—Renewal of Swege—DPlan of Attach—Operations agamst
City and Fort—Primeipal Magaane blown up—Capture of the City—
Battertes on the Nortl et side of ITort—On the South east Side—
Breaches reported pi reticable—Preparations for Assault—Mulra) Capitu

lates— Remarls

Tie year 1848, with the commencement of the Earl of
Dalhousie’s goveinment, opened in peace, but the seeds
of war in the Punjab were near the surface and soon
germinated. The Sikh, as he ploughed his field, thought
with brtterness that his nation, nominally independent, was
under foreign rule, and that the aimy to which he belonged
was overawed by the Feringhi and Hindustam soldiers *
The Governor of a district, who farmed the revenue, knew
that behind the authority of the Durbar, the National
Council, lay the power vested in a British Resident

By the treaty of 1846, the supplementary Articles
(11th March) provided that a British force should be left
at Lahore for that year, durmg the reorganisation of the

* The feeling against the Sepoy was more intense. This canie out
:plnmiy in 1857. Khan Sirgh Mapnthia, with whom 1n 1849 [ some-
times spent an hour at his house nea: Amritsar, where he was living

dipdear surve ¢e, and who boasted to me that he was the last of the
%& whyy, rad 1aid down their arms before Sir Walter Gilbert, said
e Sikh was equal to three bepogs, and that the latter

Eﬁﬁv nly’ for fightmg when they hud the “gora log” beside
M

1848.
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Two years after the force was still there; a British Resi-
dent was at Lahore with a large staff of assistants. Major
G. H. Macgregor, C.B,, of the Artillery, was one ot them
and Captain J. Abbott was employed at first in the delimi-
tation of territorial boundaries, afterwards in the Hazdra
district north-east of Rawal Pindi, Major G.5t P. Lawrence,
of the Cavalry, was at Peshawar, Lieutenants H. B.
Edwardes, 1st European Regiment, and Reynell G Taylor,
of the Cavalry, at Bannu beyond the Indus  Lieut -Colonel
H. M. Lawrence, C B, of the Artillery, the Resident, wason
leave home, his place being taken first by his brother, Mr.
John Lawrence, afterwards by .5ir Frederick Currie, both of
the Civil Service.

Mulraj had succeeded his father Sdwan Mal, assas-
sinated in Scptember, 1844, as Diwan, or Governor of the
Multan distiict, an important onc, and not easily con-
trolled by the Durbar. Sirdar Lal Singh had imposed a
heavy nazarana, or successton fine, upon him, which was
still a subject of remonstrance when the war broke out.
Appeal was made first to Mr. John Iawrence, and he had
unwillingly agreed to pay the reduced sum of 18 lakh
of rupees, but at the same time tendered his resignation
of the province. After Sir F Cuiric had taken over office,
the resignation was agamn tendered to the Durbar, who in
1848 appeointed one Khan Singh Man to succeed him, and
Mr Vans Agnew, of the Civil Service, with Lieutenant
A W. Anderson, 1st Bombay Fusiliers, were sent down by
the Resident to take over the accounts,

The murder of these officers at Multan on the 26th of
April was the opening act of a rebellion in which, with few

army. It was done at the solicitation of the i.i)urbar.
3

‘exceptions, all the chief Sirdars were soon implicated.

That it was not the premeditated act of Mulrdj did not
make much difference, for he took no steps to succour ox
protect the wounded officers. and distinctly made himself,
particeps crimunis. So, committed, he threw himself en-
tirely into rebellion, and the reduction of Multdn waswthe
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first object to which the attention of Government and
the Commander-in-Chief was directed The latter was
much averse to undertaking active operations till later in
the season, when he wished to have given the command
to General Sir W R Gilbert, K C.B, and the direction of
the Artillery to Licut-Colonel G Biooke, CB He pro-
posed to assemble at Ferozepore by Novembe: 1st a force
of 24,000 men, 50 siege-preces, 7 horse 6 field batteries
and 7 reserve compames of Artillery, 6 compames of
Sappers, 3 Biitish and 10 Natwve resument~ of Cavalry,
5 British and 18 native regiments of [nfantry *

Lieutenant Edwaides, Assistant-Commissioner at Bannu,
at once organised what force he had,and wrote to the
Nawab of Bhawalpur, who assembled his Daudputra
feudatorics, while the former advanced to meet him  But
Mulrdj at Shujabad intervened Edwardes obtained the
Resident’s permission toact  He crossed the Indus, jomed
General Van Cortlandt at Dera Ghas1 Khan, passed the
Chenab on the 18th of June at Kiner: just as the Bhawal-
pur force was attached. and defcated the troops of Mulraj.
Advancing, he, on the 1st July, a .erond time defeated
Mulrdj at Suddosain, almost under the walls of Multan, and
effectually shut him up within them  lLieutenant Lake, of
the Engineers, had joined and taken command of the Daud-
putra force

Sir Frederich Currie, availing himsclf of the powers
vested in him, then directed Major-General W S Whish,
C.B,, commanding at Lahore, to arrange for the despatch
of a second-class siege-train and march with the moveable
column from Lahore and Ferozepore to Multan He was
under the impression that the rebel force had dwindled
down to about 4,000 men,and would probably be still smaller.
A proclamation was ssued by the Govenor-General, July
22nd, to the people of the Punjab, and as it was felt that
any appearanice of divided councils would be injurious,
ﬂ;é Cm&amander—m—(lluef directed (G.O.C.C,, Aug. 3) the

. G—m»{: 1o Resident Lahope, May r3th, 1348 Papers, p. 166.
M2

1348,
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formation of a force under Ma}awGenera,l Whishito co-
operate with a force under Raja Sher Singh, who hAh bheen
sent by the Durbar at Lahore to reduce the rebel.

The force was constituted as follows - —

Artillery

Major H Garbett, Commanding , Major E F'Day;
Lieutenant J Mill, Brigade- Major Licutenant W. K,
Fooks, Brigade-Quarter-Master , Lieutenant P Christie,
Commussary of Ordnance

4th Troop Ist Brnigade, 4th Troop 3rd Brigade H.A,,
2nd Company 2nd Rattalion, 3vd and 4th Compantes 3rd
Battalion, 6th Company 7th Battalion

Engineers.

Bt-Major R Napier, Chief, Bt-Captain H Siddens,
Commanding Sappers ard Miners, Lieutenant P Gar-
forth, Brigade-Major , Lieutenant J E Cracroft (6gth
N.L), Quarter-Master

1st, 2nd, and 3rd Companies Sappers, 2nd and 3rd Com-
panies Pioneers.

CHZ'(![I’)’
Lieut Colonel H F. Salter, Commanding
11th L.C, 7th L.C, 11th I C.

Infantry

1st Brigade.—Lieut -Colonel A. Hervey, Commanding :
H.M. 1oth Regnnent, 8th and 52nd N L.

2nd Bnigade.—Licut-Colonel F Markham, Command-
ing H.M 32nd Regiment, 49th, 51st, and 72nd N1

Field-Surgeon, Surgeon T. E Dempster, 15t Brigade
H.A.

The force marched in two columns, the right took up,
on the 18th of August, a position two and a half mﬂt‘.s
east of Multdn, to cover the damming up of the Cﬂ-ﬂ%
already begun by Lieutenant Glover of the ﬁngmm&,
The left joined on the 19th. Sher Singh’s camp was m
Tibbi, where Lieutenant Edwardes’ camp had ‘beér Si#ice
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the patflé ¥f Suddosain, about four miles south-west of
Multdn, and the latter took up a position at Surajkhund,
east of the canal, from which he shortly afterwards ad-
vanced to a position between the canal and the Kach Bairag
gardens, about one and a half miles south of the town.
General Whish’s camp was further to the right and about
two and a half miles east of the town. On the 4th of
September Major Day, with the native company and
siege-train, arrived. Next day General Whish summoned
the town to surrender unconditionally

The fort of Multin, built on a high natwal mound,
scarped and reveted with masonry, commaunded the town
from the north The difficulty of making a practicable
breach constituted its mamn strength The bastions of
the outer works gave a certain amount of flanking defence
and were buill of good tough masonry It contained
about fifty pieces of ordnance

The city was surrounded, except along the side adjoin-
ing the fort, by a crenelated wall, old and sumewhat
unsound, defended 1n <ome places by a ditch. Outside
the ¢ity were extensive suburbs of mud hnuses

The Sikh force under Sher Singh was known to be
infected with the hostile spirit that pervaded the whole
Khalsa army ; but it was hoped, even after his father, Chatar
Singh, had openly declared agamst us, that he was more
alivé to his own mtcrests. Sirdar Chatar Singh was the
Ndzith of Hazara, a district lying between the territories
of the Mahardja of Kashmir and the River Indus Captain
}ames Abbott, whose services on the Herat Mission have
before been mentioned,* was Political Assistant here,
High-minded and chivalrous c¢ven to romance, he was
well yersed in “the character of the men he had to deal
with; his straightforward, nature would not be takgn in
:;’f@C,,ih}trigues of ‘' the Sirdar, and he detected with a

Tk 2y . - . .
CAPET ) BYe than Sir F. Currie the agencies at work.
?‘%%ﬁa}m even aft?r the murder, on the 6th of August,

J&iﬁhﬁpter 1. ote D

1848.
Auguit.



1848
Augast,

Seplember

166 IIISTORY OF THE ‘BEMGAL ARTILLERY.

-of Colone! Canora, the Commandant of the Sikh Artillery
at Haripur, the Acting Resident at Lahore believed that
the conduct of Sirdar Chatar Singh was the result of
Captain Abbott's suspicion, and his armung the Mubam-
medan population of Hazdra agamst the Sikhs.

Lord Dalhousie saw better how things were, and wrote
that ¢ Captain Abbott's conduct since the commencement
of the outbreakh had becn marked with much wigour and
determination” He also quoted Sir F Currie’s own words
respecting him, “that he has many excellent qaalifications
as a public officer, mdefatigable application to business,
a mo~t scrupulous desuc to show the strictest justice in
all his investigations, decaisions, and proccedings, and a
kind and eminently conciliatory manner to the natives,
coupled with great firmness and ntrepidity of character.
In Havdra, of which he has made the settlement, he is
beloved, 1n fact, almost worshipped by the people
They say that he has gained such an influence over the
mhabitants of thce provinee, that he can do whatever he
pleases with a race whom the Sikhs could never control,
and whom the wily and shrewd Mahardja Golab Singh
was glad to get fiom under his government on almost
any terms.”™ In tiuth it was, humanly speaking, a shield
of his own foiging that saved Abbott from captivity or
the fate of Vans Agnew and Andercon at the hands of
Chatar Singh.

By the end of August there was no doubt of Chatar
Singh’s intentions, but still Sher Singh appeared to be
restraining his soldiers within the bounds of loyalty, and
on the st of September voluntariy opened fire upon the
encmy, while General Whish, with Major Napier, made
a close reconnaissance of the north side of the fort, and
Lieq'tcn:mt Edwardes changed his position, and formed his:
camp, extending from Wali Muhamad’s canal to the
east of the Jog Mdya temple.

* (GGovernor-General to the Secret Commuttee, September 7ih, 1848,
Papeis, p. 260,
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Qn the 6th, at a meeting of the Chief Staff, Artillery
and Engineer Officers, at the General’s tent, plans of
attack werc discussed Breaching the Khuni Burj and
taking , the town 1n one day by a conp demamn was 1e-
jected as unadvisable, not only for a risk of fatlure and the
unavoidable loss of life, but because there was no urgent
political necessity to justify such a course. Attaching the
citadel from thec north by regular approaches, which was
Major Naptet’s econd plan, was also given up, as the
posttion was too remote fiom the river, and the change
of posttion might be misconstiued nto a retrograde move-
ment  Finally, Lieutenant Lake, of the Enginecers, who
had been sharmg Edwardes’ successes and the honouts
of the first tnvestment of Multan, made a4 proposition
which was agreed to, to 1un a4 trench from the night of
their camp to Ram Tuat a distance of more than a mile

Next morning the two camps were moved mto closer
propmaquity, and by daylizht the tfench was marked out
This first parallel of attack was at a distance of 1,600 yards,
a distance neccssitated by the natwie of the intervening
giound *

On the might of the gth an attack was made upon some
houses and gardens 10 front of the trenches, but without
stceess, It was renewed on the 12th, by a foice under
Brigadier Hervey, which had the desued effect of clearing
the front of the trenches for about 8oo yards General
Whish 1n his dispatch of the 13th cays —

“The position wis a strong one, and stoutly defcnded, the
conflict terminating only 1 a senies of hand to hand encounters
A troop of Horse Artillery under Captain Mackensie was brought
up at an opportune moment and pr-yented an accession of num-
bers to the enemy, who werc repulsed with severe loss 1n about an
hour and a hali »

Colonel Pattoun, 32nd, Major Montizambert, 1oth, and

* “It was a most unusual proceeding . but the features of
the groutid-—thick gardens, villages, buick-kilns, jungle and ravines,
made ¥ tedsonablé enough in the eves of the Engineers” (Major
Siddans).
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three other officers were kilied , threc officers of the ioth,
four of the 32nd, four of the Native Infantry, and Lieu-
tenant Bunny, Horse Artillery, were wounded

Although a position within battering distance had been
thus early gained, the madequacy of the force for the regu-
lar and seveie toil of a siege was now plamnly seen  The
reliefs of workmen were msufficient, there were no guards
of the trenches properly so called The Artillery General
had a good adviser in the Chief Engineer The practic-
ability of maintamning active operations was considered, but
the question was decided by the defection of Sher Smgh,
who moved away with his force closer to Multin, beating
the religious drum m the name of the Khalsa General
Whish the same day reported to the Adjutant-General
that he had directed the troops to be withdrawn from
their advanced positions, and would 1¢tie across the canal
to Tibbi  His action 1n domyg so has been vindicated, but
it brought upon him a storm of adierse criticism.

On the 15th, Lieutenant Edwardes, with his force and
the Daudputra contingent, took up his old ground at
Surajkhund, and next day General Whish encamped two
miles west of him, and about three miles south-west of the
fort, with his left at the grove of Arabi  Sher Singh, dis-
trusted by Mulrdj, remamed outside Multan on its northern
side t1ll the yth October, when he withdrew, crossed the
Ravion the 11thand 12th, and procceded towards Jhang,
after which his movements belong to the field operations
of this campaign.

The period of inaction which followed was taken up
preparations to renew the siege. Captamn Siddons with the
Sappers and Pioneers went to Shujabad and prepared an
ample supply of gabions and fascines  General Van Cort-
landt with his Sappers, and Lieutenant H B, Lumsden*
with the Guides were similarly employed Mulrd), on his
stde, was not idle. He improved his defences, and -

* Son of Colonel T. Lumaden, Bengal Artillery.
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creased his followers from without. On the night of the
1st of November he occupied a position on the canal with
batteries which raked the allied camp. During the night
of 2nd to 4th of November, a battery of two 18-pounders,
two howitzers, and four mortars was formed a mile in front
of the camp, but as therr fire was ineffective, a brigade
under Brigadier Markham was formed to attack, and the
heavy guns were withdrawn, two Horse Artillery guns
under Licutenant Bunny being sent instead, along with
the Katiar Mukhi Regiment of Cortlandt’s force, 1,000
Daudputras, and 500 Irregulais, under Lieutenant Pollock.
That night, however, all the Purbivas* of these regiments
deserted, and Licutenants Bunny, I'ollock, and Paton, were
in a critical position Markham was therefore directed to
make a flank attack from the ecast sidc of the canal. His
force consisted of —
Cavalry

Major Wheler r11th Light, 7th, and 11th Irreculars--

two squadrons each
Horse Aritdlery.
Captain Anderson's Troop

Infentry

Lieut.-Colonel Franks, C.B . Six companies 10th Regi-
ment, eight of the 8th N.T, eight of the s2nd N |

Lieut.-Coloncl Brooke Six companics 32nd Regiment,
eight of the 49th, cight of the 515t N 1

The rest of the force was held in reserve under Brigadier
Hervey,

The attack next morning was completely successful The
enerthy, leaving five guns 1n our hands, were driven from
their batteries, which were destroyed Brigadier Markham
handled his force with considerable shill Lieutenant Bunny,
Who had two guns at an advanced point, was mentioned by
Geneéral Whish, and both Brigadier Markham and Major

* Humdu inhabitants of the Déab between Allahabad and Meerut
and Gudh, lying to the east (Purab) of the Punjab.
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Wheler named Captain J. Anderson, H.A,, in Wispatches.
Our loss was trifling compared to that of the enemy] Liea-
tenant Edwardes heard they had 15,000 men in the field.
Colonel J. Cheape, C.B,, joined on the 3oth as Chief Engi~
neer, with rank of Brigadier.

A column from Bombay, under command of Brngadier
the Hon. H Dundas, C.B,, 6oth Royal Rifles, arrived on the
21st It was composed as follows .—

Artillery.

Brigadier }] S Leeson

3rd I'roop Horse Artilery, Brevet-Major C Blood ;
gnd Company 1st Battalion, Captam J. B Woosnam ;
4th Company 2nd Battalion No 5§ H.B, Captain B Bailey ;
15t Comapany 4th Battalion (Native) No 7 H.B, Captain
S. Turnbull, 2nd Company 4th Battalion (Natne), Lien-
tenant ] Hamilton.

Engunecrs
Major W Scott, Commanding,
1st and 4th Companies Sappers

Cavalry.
aad L C, Scinde Irregular Horse,

Lupantry.
18t Battalion 6oth Rifles, 1st Bombay Fusihers, 3rd,
4th, gth, and 19*h Native Infantry
On Christmas Day General Whish had reoccupied his
old position, and the Bombay force next day formed on his
left On the 27th the enemy 1n the suburbs were attacked
by fou: columns Captain Turnbull and No. 7 Field Battery
was with the left, Captain Bailey and No. 5 with the™left..
entre ; Captain Anderson with tour guns of his Troop, sup«
fported by two 24-pounder howitzers, with the right centre ;
and Captain Mackenzie with four guns accompanied the:
right column. Brigadier Dundas, commanding the ieﬁ;@
moved round the left of the first original parallel and
drove the enemy successively from the Jog Maya mgjﬂg
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and the mound called the Sidi Ll Ke Bed and the Bighi
Bagh: Brigadier Capon advanced upon Rdam Tirat, com-
pelled the enemy to evacuate the Mandi Awa, and drove
them out of the suburbs mto the city  Captamn Bailey lost
his arm by a round shot at the Mandifand died on the
8th of January. Lieutenant Hill, Bombay Engineers, was
severely wounded. The right column occupied without
any loss the suburbs and buildings cast and north-cast
of the citadel, including the Am Khds, Shams-i1-Tabriz,
the fortified village of Waziribid, Sdwan Mall’s tomb, and
the brick-kilns with thetr entrenchment-.

Artillery officers mentioned in various dispatches of this
day. Major Lecson, commanding, Licutenant G G Pearse,
Madras Artillery,

General Whish had decided upon attacking the nbrth-
east angle of the citadel v regular form  Bngadier
Cheape advocated an attack upon the suburbs and town,
which was considercd too great a risk, but a diversion *
on the south-east side was resolved upon There were,
therefore, a right and a left attack, the first fell to the Bengal
Gunners, the latter was shared with the Bombay Artillery-
men. The numbering of the batteries is that of the ingi-
neers, which included both Bengal and Bombay battciies.

RIGHT ATTACK —A ravine to the right of Shamsa-
Tabriz, occupied the day before,was converted into a bat-
tery, No, X1, for six 8-inch mortars, wlnch moved out of
park that evening, and opened this morning at 700 yards
from the outer walls of the fort. The Infantry posts were
dpop-haled At dusk, No X. for two 24-pounders to destroy
the upper defences of the north-east face of the citadel, and
Ne. X1L. for two 8- and threc 10-inch howitzers to enfilade
the face commanding the town, were marked out

‘ Lmr "ATTACK.—No. I, three 10 and four 5}-inch mor-
w(gtmgal) was established durmg the mght on the
 Awa., No. I for six 18-pounders (Bengal) to

Kﬁﬁm rdlie Cheapé 1 his memo1andumn teims 1t ; but 1t was, a
a réal Attack.
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breach the curtain next the Khuni Burjat about 120 yards
was trated out, but not completed, material havq]g to be
conveyed from a distance In the morning a heavy match-
lock fire prevented more than the reveting of the finished
portion. No I opened n the evening, and continued dur:
ing the might.

RIGHT ATTACK.—Nos, X. and XII commenced and
completed during the mght, as also connecting trenches
with Shams-1-Tabriz. They were armed and opened during
the day, and trenches widencd

Livt ATTACK —On the previous day, Edwarde- (now
Brevet-Major and C B )and Lake had relieved the Bombay
troops of the posts about Sidi Lal Ke Bed, and the latter,
closng to the right, had their left posts in the suburbs about
the Khuni Burj. No Il was completed by midmght, but
the first gun was not brought in till daybreak, and a com-
pany of the gth Bombay Native Infantry, under Lieutenant
Baugh, were unable, after several attempts, to bring in a
second, Several gunners were wounded

RIGHT ATTAaCK~—Magazne for No. XIl commenced
and completed

LEFT ATTACK —No. 1I. armed during the mght and
opened at daybrcak  No. 'V for two g-pounders was com-
menced and armed by daybreak among the houses between
the Khuni Bayj and Delhi gate, to destroy the town wall
defences at about 200 yards Two Bombay 18-pounders
and two $-inch howitzers werc placed behind a high mud-
wall opposite the Delhi gate (No. IV), and opened with
effect on the gateway. The mud-wall commg down, &
sand-bag parapet was put up Lieutenant Henderson,
Bombay Artillery, wounded this day.

At 10 am this day a shell from a mortar laid by Lieu-
tenant Newall in No. XI. Battery fell upon the prmmpai
magazine near the southern face of the fort, a mosque which
had been appropriated to that purpose, and which b}ew WQ*
opening an extensive crater in the ground thraugh
wall, Genera]l Whish in his report compares.it to Wm&k
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plosion at the siege of Hathrds, March 1st, 1817. When
the smoke amd dust had cleared away, the enemy resolutcly
resumed therr fite.

RIGHT ATTACK —A trench of communication opened
between Shams-1-Tabriz and Am Khds garden

LErFT ATTACK —Two 9-pounders (Bombay) No VII
were placed among houses on left of No II. to prevent the
enemy replacing a disabled gun near the breach at the
Khuni Bur; Four 5i-inch mortars (Bombay) also to the
left of the breaching battery opencd upon the breach  No.
II1, a sunken* battery for tuwo 18-pounders and two §-1nch
howitzers {Bombay) opposite the Delht gate, opened this
motning on the thurd curtam from the gateway. 2nd-Lieu-
tenant A. Garnett, Bengal Engineers, wounded

RIGHT ATTACK~—A zi1gzag trench was pushed forward
270 yards towards a latge pipal-tree during the mght
No IX. for four zg-pounders was traced out, but the
enemy’s fire was too heavy to place the guns en barbette,
and the gunners were withdrawn till an efficient sandbag
battery could be constructed

LEFT ATTACK.—A 24-pounder howitzer (Bombay) No
VI. placed among the houses left of No [l to command
the breach, and opened at daybreak, when No VIII. for
two 8-1nch howitzers to breach the Khunt Burj and enfilade
the east wall of the town was traced out and begun A
second howitzer placed close to the one m No VI (Bombay)

The Commanding Engineer at noon reported the Khuni
Burj as looking well, though not likely to be a good breach,
and recommended the assault, \f 1t was to be made here,
should be done at once

"RIGHT ATTACK —No IX completed Repairs to bat-
teries during the day.

, Li!""r ATTACK.—The fire of the four rightt guns of No.
11, was” turned from the curtain on to the Burj itself. No.
"NW ammd “but th¢ howitzer-carriages being sprung and
§ Hi *mnm btherwx stated, the batteries were elevated ongs,

nanf 'Pnlia.r ,chd this without interfering with the dunect
deft piocks,
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no platform being laid down, it ceased firing. Captain Sid-
dons examined the breach in the early mornmg, and re-
ported it practicable, though steep That at ﬁ)e Delhi
gate was said to be sufficiently ready for an attempt.

The troops told off for the assault left camp after noon
in two columns, the right under Brigadier Markham to
attack the Declhi gate, the left under Brigadies Stalker to
attack the Khuni Burj The Bombay Column was com-
pletely successful ~ The leading party crowning the breach
found the communication with the Burj interiupted, but
with the aid of two ladders procured by Licutenant Oli-
phant and his Sappers, they got over a low house into it,
driving out the enemy The other parties forced their
way thiough the town, taking possession of the Pal, Haram
and Bohar gates, which were held during the mght  Major
Scott commanded the Engineers with this column

That under Markham, on getting to the Delhi gate, found
the lower part of the wall previously concealed from view
tou hch for escalade  Captain Smyth, 32nd Foot, with
great decision, withdrew the leading companies under cover.
This column had to find its way in through the other
breach, whence it followed the eastern face of the town tao
the Delhi gate The Daulat gatc was taken next morn-’
ing  Major Napier commanded the Engineers here.

Captam Garforth was dangerously, Licutenants A. Taylor
and J. A. Fuller severely wounded , the latter by an explo-
sion of a magazine near the Bohar gate

Strengthening posts, opening communications, and sur-
veying citadel The Commanding Engineer established
his headquarters at Wazirdbad. A Bombay Brigade ordered
to the Diwan Bdgh, on the north. Major Edwardes at the
Shish Mahal and line of the canal. The Artillery fire on
right was kept up.

The trench of approach to the large pipal-tree completed,
Communication from this point to the Daulat gate made;
partly by trench, partly by features of the ground, No
XV. for four 54 mortars (Bengal) intended to shel »the
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raoni (covered way) of the eastern face, completed in the
hollaw to the left of the pipal-tree during the night. Mortar
fire kept up.

The sap was widened into a trench of approach. Sap-
pers and [joneers moved into the Am Khas garden.

Sap pushed on 500 feet No XVI. for four 54 mortars
(Bombay)in trench to right of pipal-tree to shell the raoni.
No. XVIL for two 8-inch and two 24-pounder howitzers
(Bengal) traced out and completed before mormng , to en-
filade the short norch-east face The hight howitzer sap
advanced 150 feet during the day. No. XIII for wix
8~inch mortars (Bombay) commenced to the nght of No.
XI1IL.

No. XIII. completed with an epaulement on sts right,
and communication with the batteries on 1ts left  No.
XVIIL. for seven 18-pounders (Bombay) to beat down the
defences from the Bhdwal Hahk to the junction with the
city-wall, commenced. The two $-inch howitzers of No.
XII. were transferred to No. XVII., one had been sent
on the 3th to the park for repairs. The sap towards the
north-east angle of the fort was continued 150 feet, but
was much mterrupted by the gun. directed on 1ts head
during the night, Qur vertical fire constant.

No. XIV. for three 10-inch mortars (Bengal), prepared
in a mound to the nght of No. XIlI, to bear directly on
the short north-east face. Lieutenant M C Sankey was
severely wounded in the leg by a fragment of a shell in No.
XVII. to-day.

No. XVIIL completed, four guns in position at day-
break. Constant repairs to batteries, and improvemgnt of
trenches necessary. By noon the sap had advanced 150
feet, and a turn was made to bring 1t nearer to the glacis.

No. XVIIL, for 18-pcunders, was manned by sailors of
the dndian Navy 1t opened this morning, but at three

. a shell from the citadel exploding, set fire to it, and
in Wlﬁﬂ of every effort, the battery was destroyed. The
gung wiers, withdrawn with difficulty, and powder saved.
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No. XiX. to breach the north-edst front of ’t‘hq citadel
was commenced during the night. The two g-inch howit-
zers of No. XVII. were changed for g-pounder field-guns,
as the splinters of 8-inch shells endangered the 'lives of the
men working at the sap on that side, No. XXI. for two
18-pounders on the city side agamst the south-east bastion
completed

2nd-Licutenant C. Pollard, Engineers, wounded during
the night No XX. sunken battery for two 18-pounders,
commenced and finished m the trench to the left of the
burnt battery. Four 18-pounders, separated by a traverse,
were added on the left, but one of; the first two was after-
wards removed and replaced by two 8-inch howitzers

Prolonging the sap A breaching battery, No XXII,,
for four 18-pounders commenced on the south side opposite
to the crater formed by the explosion of the 3oth of
December, which had ruined the upper defences

The working party at the head of the sap was attacked,
and work somewhat delayed. No. XIX. brcaching battery
for nine 24-pounders was completed.

No XXIIIL for five 8-inch howitzers (Bengal) com-
menced, to assist 1n breaching the curtain at the north-east
front commenced. No XX extended to the left for four
more guns The sap had now reached the crest of the
glacis at the north-east angle of the fort. A cavalier for a
guard of 30 men was constructed here, and the sap continued
to the left parallel to and 30 fect from the edge of the
ditch  The guard n the cavalier were kept on the look-
out by occasional discharges of brick-bats from the bastipn
opp3gite The breaching battery No XIX. opened waﬂi
good effect. At this period of the siege the enemy 5em:
some of our shells back to us.

Widening and repairing trenches and batteries.

No XXIII. and magazine completed. Position for two

10-inch mortars (Bombay) prepared on the left of ,N ‘
XVII Three shafts were sunk in the treach. 0ppm%
the north-east breach to blow in the counter-sears. . JThe
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breaching battery No. XXIE, on the town side (Bengal),
was armed, and another, No. XXV , for two 8-inch howit-
zers to assist 1t was traced out during the night. The fire
of No. XXI.was efficient , that of the enemy’s guns every-
where was becoming silent,

No. XXIII armed. A sap commenced from Na. XXV
across the esplanade to the edge of the ditch opposite the
south salient bastion. Mmes on the right completed.
and-Lieutenant C T Graham, H A, was badly wounded
in the breaching battery He died on the gth of February.

The mines at the north-cast angle were exploded at
6.30 this morning They had been charged cach with
goo lbs, of powder, and the descent into the ditch was
quite practicable, though the scarp was not completely
laid open. Sixty yards of the lodgment on the crest of the
glacts were destroyed.  Captain Abercrombic, Engineer
on duty, considered the breach here practicable

On the aty side the sap was«carried across the esplanade
to within twenty-four feet of the ditch.

Battery No. XXIV for two 24-pounder howitzers and
two g-pounder guns to swecp the breach and its defences
at the north-east was commenced 1n the trench, and com-
pleted by daybreak No XXVI. for two 8-inch howitzers
to breach the raoni scarp under the great breach was pre
pared 1n the trench on the right of No XXIV

On the city side the sap was carried forward during the
night. 2nd-Lieutenant Gulliver was severcly wounded.
The practicability of the breach on this side was proved ,
a horse was seen walking down from the summit of the
breach in the inner wall, and then to the bottom of that in
the outer wall.

Batteries for Nos XXIV. and XXVI. armed. The
pieces intended for the former were part of the Bombay
Field Battery, and werc driven at might along the trench
close to the battery, where they were unlimbered and the
horses with limbers taken back. The 8-inch howitzers of

No; XXVI. opened :with great effect, as also a To-inch
N
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placed so as to breach the south face of the raoni scarp
near No. XXV, with a plunging fire and charge of 2 lbs.
8 oz.

The howitzer battery No XXV made a good breach in
the raoniscarp Licutenant J. Thompson, who had behaved
throughout with exemplary zeal, while incautiously watch-
ing the effect of his fire, was mortally wounded by a
matchlock-ball, and died 1n the evening

Everything was now rcady for a storm  Mulrdj had on
the 5th been in communication with Major Edwardes, but
an unconditional surrender was demanded  Nothing
further was heard from him til] the 19th, when another
message was received from him by General Whish, whoin
reply fixed the following morning as the time when he ex-
pected him to surrender No answer being recetved, orders
were given for the assault on the morming of the 22nd.
The fort was a ruin, there was no hope for the survivors of
the garrison, who were deserting, and Mulrdj gave himsclf
up Thegarrison, between 3,000 and 4,000, came out, and
surrendered their arms as the columns told off for the
storm filed through the Daulat gate

The second part of the siege had lasted for 27 days, and
its details were carried out strictly in accordance with
the scientsfic principles which experience had laid down.
Major Siddons remarks that the Engineers’ works were
probably too much in advance of the Artillery, which a
more active enemy might have taken advantage of. The
Artillery practice, he says, was most excellent, and the
exertions of officers and men indefatigable. The walls
were mostly of mud or of brick and mud, and some parts
breached were defective, a mere facing over the old wall ;
here the solid shot brought down large masses. But in
sounder places the shot buried therrselves, while the 8- and
10-inch shells acted as small mines, exploding within the
earth with better effect.

Major Siddons also remarks upon the valuable service
rendered to the gunners by Lieutenant A. Taylor in-charge
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of the Bengal Engineers’ park, in supplying mantlets
for the embrasures of 4-inch planks hung upon roughly-
squared uprights of palm-tree and fixed to the throats
of the embrasures. His mechanical aptitude enabled him
to prepare numerous contrivances for facilitating siege
operations, and his park was quite a show

As Lieutenant Newall remarks in a memorandum ap-
pended to Major Siddons’ journal of the siege, the Bengal
Artillerymen were so few that the battery duties could
not be performed without indenting on the services of the
Horse Artillery, The Bombay gunners likewise had to
be assisted in their batteries by sailors from the Indus
flotilla. Notwithstanding the constant strain of work, both
ordnance and carriages stood it well, and the withdrawal
of pieces from battery occurred seldomer than might have
been expected. The supply of Engineers' stores was most
ample, which was due to the foresight of Major R. Naprer,
and while the siege in its conduct and termination re-
flected the highest credit on the two ordnance services,
no less should be awarded to the Infantry, who worked
with indefatigable zeal i the trenches, and to the share
which Major Edwardes, General Van Cortlandt, and Licu-
tenant Lake with their subalterns and men Lore in the
reduction of the fortress.

1840.
Yonuary
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AUTHORITIES CONSULTED FOR THIS
CHAPTER

General Orders, Muster Rolls, Army Lists.

“Siege of Multin,” by Major H Siddons, Bengal
Engineers, Corps Papers Royal Engineers, 1849-50.

Papers laid before Parliament

M S, Captain D J. F Newall, and letters from various
officers of the Engineers and Artillery

APPENDIX.

A. Officers of the Bengal Artillery who served.
B. Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served
C. Lieutenant G G Pcarse, Madras Artillery
D. Officers of the Bengal Engineers

E Retury of ammumtion expended
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APPENDIX.
NOTE A.
Office1s of the Bengal Artillery who served at the Siege of

Multdn.

Mazjor-Genl W. S, Whish, C B.

Major H. Garbett
Mayjor E. F. Day
Laeutenant P. Christie

4tk Trogp 15t Brigade H A
Bt Major M. Mackenzie
Licutenant J. Miil
Lieutenant J. W. Swinhoe
Lieutenant A. Bunny
2nd-Lieutenant C T Graham

2nd Laeut J. Y Worthington
Assistant-Surgeon 1) McRae

4tk Troop 37d Brigade H.A
Captan J. Anderson
Lieutenant G Mon
laeutenant F Alexander
laeutenant H Francis
Lieutenant R. Mecham
Asst-Surg G. k. Thompson,

MD.
2nd Company 2nd Batt.
Captain J. H. Daniel
Lieutenant W. K. Fooks
Lieutenant J. F Raper
znd-Lieutenant W. F Quayle
Asst.-Surgeon G. C. Rankin

37d Company 3rd Batt.
Captain E. P Master
Lieutenant D J. F Newall
Lieutenant ¥ R. De Bude
znd-Lieutenant M. C. Sankey
Asst.-Surg. Haldane Stewart

4tk Company 3rd Balt.
Lieutenant W. Maller
Lieutenant J. Thompson
Lieutenant H. P. Bishop
md—LmutenhntJ Hunter
2nd-Lieytensnt F. C. Simons

Daing Duty,

Lieutenant W Hay "“
and-Lipugenant E. W Day

Commanding the Force
Commanding H A.
Commanding F.A.
Commnussary of Ordnance.

Reduced 1862,

Brigade Major

Dowg duty from 33 HA
ied 4th of Feb of wounds.

Redued 1879

oth Mountain Batter)
Quartermaster I'.A.

Doing duty from 3-2 F.A.
In medical charge F A.

14tk Co Southern Dipision

Adjutant I A

362/ Freld Battery

Killed in battery, zist of Jan

From Malwa Contingent Arty,
From -1 F A



NOTE B.
Officers of the Bombay Artillery who served at the Siege of

Multdn.

Major J. S I.ceson

Lieut. W. Stevenson .
Captan T. W Hicks
2nd-Taent H T B Berthon

37d Tyoop H.A.
Brevet-Major . Blood
Licut. G. J. Lightfoot
Lieut D. McDougall

2nd Company 1st Batt.
Lieut J. B. Woosnam
Lieut. A. Crawford
2nd-Lieut. W, H. Anderson

4tk Company 2nd Batt
Captain B. Bacy*
Lieut. J. T. Keir

15t Company 4th Bait
Captan S. Turnbull
2nd-Lieut. D. G Anderson

2nd Company 4th Batt.
Lieat J. Hamilton
2nd-Lieut. A A Bayly

Asst-Surg T 8. Shekleton
Asst.-Surg. F J Shinhausen 1

Commanding,
Brigade-Major.
Commussary of Ordnance.
Asst. Field Enzineer,

Q,RHA
2nd-Lieut. A. Blunt
2nd-Lieut. C. E Cotes

152k Field Batt.
2nl-Lt. W. H J Henderson
2nd-Taeut. J H. Reid

55tk Fild Batt.
2nd-Lieut. J. Shekleton
2nd-Lieut. P. D Marett

2nd-Lieut. C E. Allom

2nd-Lieut. T. W, Graham
znd-Lieut. T B Heathorn

Asst -Surg F. W Clay
Asst.-Surg. H. J. Wilmot

NOTE C

Lieutenant G G Pearse, Madras Artillery, served at the siege of
Multin. He had been appointed Assistant Field Engineer under
Major Naprer. In December, 1848, he was appomted to com-
mand the Daudputra, Arullery, and served with them throughout
the rest of the siege. After this he was sent to assist Lieutenant
Reynell Taylor at the siege of Lakki. Forsome years subsequently
he was employed 1 the Punjab as an Assistant Commissioner

* Died 8th June of wounds in action.
+ Proceeded in charge of sick to Bombay.
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NOTE D.
Officers of the Bengal Engineers who served at the Siege of
Multén. . I
Colonel ] Cheape, C B ‘} Brigadier and Chief

|

\

Brevet-Major | R Napier * Chaef Enginecr, Multdn,
Captain W Abercrombi *
I J. R Western
2 Ii. Siddons *
Lieutenant | J. H Maxwell *

’ E.J Lakew .| Cnvi) Employ, Punab.
' P, Garforth * Bngade-Major

- G W. W, Fulion

» A. Taylor *

C. 5. Paton *

i
I
'y A. Fraser* |
I3 H
2nd-Lieut, T. G, Glover* !

i

2 “. Hyde

» R, Young * '
. F. C Grmdall * i
. W, W H Greathed *
”» WS, Onpnam H
’ H W Gulhver*

» C Pollard *

" C. T, Stewart

" F R, Maunsell

> A. W, Garnett

» D. C., Home

" B. M. Hutchinson

NOTE E.

E\penditure of Ammunition at the Siege of Multdn 1n Letter
No. 1161, Calcutta, 6th December, 1865, Adjutant-General to
Government of India. From the Records of the Office of
Exammner Ordnance Accounts,

!
Nound .Shot | careass.
24-pounder . . 6,100 || 8anch 150
18-pounder . 7,700 [ si-inch . 300
9-pounder . 267 k 44-1mch | 8
6-pounder 1,250 I Common Shelt |
f 10-1nch ! 4,000
, 8-mch 12,086
Case B sd-mnch .. 4,208
10-inch . 200 | 4g-wmch 168
&inch ... 302 Spherwal Case:
2g~pounder 737 K 8.nch 528
18-pounder - 600 | 24-pounder ] 1,014
12-pounder .. 57 ' 18-pounder 854
9 paunder 206 9-pounder . 438
G-pounder .. - 275 | 6-pounder 705

N.B.—The above-mentioned letter does not state whether this
return includes Bombay Expenditure or not.

* Served m the first part of the siege
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CHAPFPLR VII

SECOND SIKH WAL,

Comyincevkng of Hostmrorrrs—Cavalry Action o Ramnagar— Dispost
tion of Artillety —Battle of Sadulapu—Brigading of the Aimy—Halt
at Helan— Advance to Chilidnwala—Battle—Remarks on 1t—1 ntienched
positions taken up—=ikhs abandon Rasul—Ge¢neral Whish joms—AHlot
ment of Battertes m the Lane—Battle >f Gyarar—CGilbert’s puremt of
the Sihhs—Suriender of therr Guns and Arms—Gencral Wheelcr's force
m the Jullundur Doab

WHILL Sher Singh was cencamped under the walls of

Multin a declared 1ebel, and the still untaught warriois of

the Khalsa-j1 weie smelling the battle afar and near, 1n

the Council Chamber of Calcutta the gates of Janus were
being opened wide  “ They want war, and on my honour
they shall have 1t,’ said I.ord Dalhouste at the Barrackpore
banquet. A lesson had soon to be learnced, costly to the
masters 4s well as to the scholars  On the 13th of October
the first general order appeared forming the “ Army of
the Punjz-xb.” Its detail was considerably altered after the
action at Ramnagar Troops weic maved rapidly up.
Brigadier-General Cuteton, CB, crossed the Ravi on
the 2nd of November with a small foice to cover Lahore,
threatened by the marauding troops n front of Sher Singh
coming up from Multdn. The Sikh regiments from Bannu
had signalised their revolt by the murder of their Comman-
dant, Colone! John Holmes, and the Malik Fateh Khan

Towéna, whom Edwardes had left in charge. The whele

Punjab was up m arms. General Cureton’s force only con-

sisted of H.M 3rd and 14th Light Dragoons, sth and 8th,

Light Cavalry, 12th Irregulars, the 2nd European Regiment,

and 7oth N.I The Artillery consisted of the 1st and
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ACTION OF RAMNAGAR. 187

2nd Troops 3rd (Captain Warner and Lieut.-Colonel
Lane), the 4th Troop 2nd Brigade (Captain Duncan) of
Horse Artillery, and the 1st Company 1st Battalion, No
ro H.F.B. (Captam E. G. Austin)

The force advanced to Sahdran, about ten miles from
Ramnagar, on the Chendb, where the Sikh army was.  Sir
Joseph Thackwell, with Pennycuick’s and Penny’s brigades

»
— 7’ 4
7’4 Final posstion
L 4

Yoy
L2

ACTION OF RAVNAGAR

of Infantry, werc at Nohiwala, about three miles to Curcton’s
left rear.

Lord Gough left Lahore on the 16th and jomned the
army. At 3 am. on the 22nd he left camp with a strong
force to reconnoitre their position. All the above-men-
tioned regiments and batteries went with him, except
Captain Duncan’s Troop, replaced by Captain Dawes’
Field Battery (No. 17 3rd Company 1st Battalion); and
H.M.’s 61st, the 30th and 46th N.I. The rest of the force
in camp knew nothirg of this until they had gone.

The Cavalry and Horse Artillery went forward at an
increased pace. On approaching Ramnagar the Sikhs were
seen retiring towards the river.  There was a short expanse

1848.

November.

Nov, 22nd,
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of hard ground, gnd then an abrupt descent into the wide
expanse of heavy sand near the river-bed. Ddwn into
this went the guns, the horses already feeling the effect of
the pace at which they had come along ,* and before long
Lieut.-Colonel Grant ordered them to come into action.
The Sikhs had crossed the river,on the further high bank
of which were several batteries armed with guns OQurs
at first came into action close to the enclosing bank of the
river bed, but a Staff Officer directed Lieutenant Cookes
(1st-3rd) to get his guns down, and advance them close to
the water’s edge, which was done  The other guns followed.
Here the ground was naturally soft. The Sikh guns on
the high bank were screened from observation, while ours
were completely exposed  After several rounds of shot, shell
and shrapnel, they werc ordered to limber up and retire to
a better position. Captamn Warner's Battery had lately
been placed on an experimental modification of the detach-
ment system, and his spare men having harnessed horscs
he was able to add to his teams  Moving quickly was im-
possible, and 1 surmountmg the bank, one of Colonel
Lane’s guns and two of his wagons were stuck 1in the soft
muddy sand. The horses were unequal to extricating them.
The hostile fire increased in intensity, and the enemy began
recrossing the river. General Colin Campbell with his
Staff came up after the horses had been unhooked, and a
second attempt was made, but ineffectually The order to
abandon them was given + Lieutenant Chifford went down
and spiked the gun. When the Horse Artillery first were
coming 1nto action, Lord Gough ordered a squadron of the

* They had comme, Lieut.-Calonel Grant's report says, under
orders, at utmost speed, which Brigadier Brooke properly said shouid
have meant theirr being brought into action in the possession of the
physical strength of men and horses '

1 Brigadier Brooke, writing to General Tennant,said that an effort
might have been made to try some other spot, where the bank was
less precipitous, and the ground harder., It would have been done but
for the depth to which the wheels had sunk. Gunner F, A. Ping, who
rode the off centre horse of the gun, told me all that could be done
then was tried. Nearly an hour elapsed before it was finally aban-
doned (Lieutenant Tombs n Brigadier Brooke's Journal). )
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3rd Light Dragoons to clear the left side of the river
Lieutenant H A. Ouvry was sent. Somewhat further
down, a long bank rose like an 1sland 1n the level sand
Between this and the river the squadron swept, scattering
all stragglers, and passing under the fire of some batteries
as they went along and round the island back to his
regiment,

Then the Sikhs began recrossing 1in numbers and making
a defiant show  Licut-Colonel Havelock, 14th Light
Dragoons, asked permission to charge, but Lord Gough
refused. It was not his object to bring on an action
Colonel Havelock pressed his request, and obtained a re-
luctant assent  Havelock, leading the 14th and supported
by the 5th L. C., dashed on The cnemy now were very
numerous. Lord Gough saw the error, and desired to
recall him This was undertaken by Brigadier-General
Cureton, but as he went, a Sikh concealed 1n one of the
nullahs intersecting the sandy plain, took with a match-
lock-ball the life of the best Cavalry soldier in the army
The Dragnons went on and out of sight, they disappeared
among the Sikh horsemen, and when they rallied again, 1t
was with greatly dimimished numbers and without their
Colonel His body was not found till the 2nd of January,

Lord Gough has been scverely criticised for having un-
necessarily allowed himself to be drawn into a fight Much
has been laid to the impetuosity of a Celtic tempcrament.
This same impetuosity is not o bad a quality in a soldier,
Sir J Tennant, in a private letter on an article in the
Caleutta Review, thus defends his chicf —

"

.o No General can be blamed for the conduct of
others when his plans are not carned out. As far as I know,
Lord Gough 15 nearly blameless for the affair at Ramnuggur,
where poor Cureton was killed He had been mformed that the
Setkh army was 2 force on our side of the Chenab at Ramnuggur,
and thought 1t necessary to look out with a strong detachment,
chiefly Cavalry So ltt'e 1dea had he of a battle, that the main
army was left behind in camp, and he, I believe, meant to return
15 it to breakfast.”

1848.

Nov,

22nd
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The effect of the day’s work was 1o confine the Sikhs
entirely to the right bank of the Chenab.

The siege-train was on its way up. Colonel Tennant on
the 1st of November requested Major Abbott to have 48
pieces equipped, but in a memorandum of the 1zth to
Colonel Huthwaite, he says he had reduced the number to
34 on account of the want of cattle Colonel Tennant had
also obtained the sanction of the Commander-in-Chief for
the equipment of three heavy batteries with elephant and
bullock draft as batteries of position, of three guns and one
howitzer each, which was done. But the number of pieces
which joined the army was only 23 Thesc were: 18-
pounder guns, six , 24-pounder guns, two, 8-inch howit-
zers, four, 8-inch mortars, eight, gi-inch mortars, three;
they joined on the 27th of November

Colonel James Tennant had been appointed to command
the Artillery with the army He had seen much service
in his early days, and had held the office of Assistant-
Adjutant-General from 1824 to 1835 He had ncver be-
longed to “the mounted branch,” but held a high character
as a scientific officer, and for his acquaintance with all
questions of matérzel and equipment,

The first distribution of the Artillery made by Brigadier-
General Tennant was as follows —

With the Cavalry Division ist, 2nd, and 4th Troops
3rd Brigade H.A, under Licut.-Colonel C. Grant, Lieu-
tenant J. Mill, Staff Officer.

With the 1st Infantry Division 4th Troop 1st Brigade
H.A., under Major H. Garbett (at Multdn), Lieutenant
E. Kaye, Staff Officer, when Multin should have fallen.

With the 2nd Infantry Division 1st and 3rd Companies
1st Battalion, Nos. 10 and 17 Field Batteries, Major J. L.
Mowatt.

With the 3rd Infantry Division : 2nd and 3rd Companies
7th Battalion (Native), Nos, 5 and 6 Field Batteries, Major
R. Horsford

With the Reserve Field Artillery under Brigadier G.
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Brooke, C.B.: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Troops 2nd Brigade
H.A., Lieut.-Colonel F. Brind , Lieutenant C. V. Cox, Staff
Officer.

Lord Gough now determined to detach a force to cross
the Chendb higher up and turn the Sikh flank. The nearest
ford, Ghari ka Patan, was only eight miles distant, that of
Rani Khdn, thirteen ; the next practicable one, thirty miles
off at Wazirdbad.

For a front attack, heavy batteries under Captain Sir
R C. Shakespear and Liecutenant H. P. de Teissier were
thrown up within range of the enemy  The Field Batteries
of Captains Dawes and Miles were in support The pontoon-
train was in readiness to be thrown across the river  For
some days an exchange of shots took place,

The force detached under Major-General Sir Joseph
Thackwell consisted of five regiments of Cavalry unde:
Brigadier Michael White, Pennycuick’s, Hoggan's, and
Fckford’s Brigades of Infantry under Brigadier-General
Colin Campbell, and the following Artillery —

Lieut.-Colonel C. Grant, Commanding, Lieutenant G H
Clifford, Staff Officer.

Horse Artillery, 1st Troop 2nd DBrigade, Captain A
Huish, 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade, Major E Christie, 1st
Troop 3rd Brigade, Captain Warner.

Field Batteries, Major R. Horsford , 1st Company 1st
Battery No 10, Captain E G. Austin, 3rd Company 7th
Battery No. 5, Captain Kinleside , two 18-pounders,
Lieutenant Robertson.

It moved off at daybreak on the 1st, and got to Ranni
Khan Ke Patan at 9. Here Thackwell found a body of
Sikhs watching, the scouts, perhaps, of a larger force
Brigadier-General Campbell was for returning, but Sir
Joseph, following his instructions, moved on to Wazirdbad,
where Lieutenant J. Nicholson, 27th N.L, with his Pathan
Horse, had collected seventeen boats. Captain Baird Smith
of the Engineers was there. Crossing one of these Punjab
rivers is no child’s play, but his exertions for the whole

1848.
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force, and Lieut.-Colonel Grant's energy for his guns,
smoothed all difficulties. Brigadier Pennycuick’s' brigade
got over the same evening ; Brigadier Eckford’s got half
way, and by 2 pm. next day all had crossed except the
heavy guns and pogtoon-tram, which were sent back with
the 1zth Irregular Cavalry. The force then formed line to
the left and reached Dharuwala at dusk.

Next morning, after going six miles, a message from Lord
Gough told Thackwell that Brigadier Godby would join him
at the Ghar ford, so he kept in touch with the river and
halted near four villages surrounded with fields of tall sugar-
cane and dhdk. While the men were taking some refresh-
ment, the Sikh force in front opened fire  Sir J Thackvell’s
orders were not to fight 1f posaible till Godby's brigade had
joined, and he retired a very short distance upon the village
of Sadulapur and then replied.

The attack began at one o'clock in front and on both
flanks Major Christic’s Troop was sent to join the Cavalry
on the nght Supported by the 3rd Light Dragoons, he
advanced fos about 800 ydrds, coming into action at inter-
vals, and driving the enemy back 1n every direction He
mentioned with commendation his subalterns Le G. Bruce,
C. Cookworthy, W. A. Mylne, and A, Darhing. Captam
Warner's Troop was sent to the extreme left, and came
into action under a heavy fire of yngals and guns. The
31st N.I. had been obliged to throw back its left wing to
meet the threatened attack, but the Artillery fire kept the
enemy back An officer of the 36th N.I. thus describes

it

.\ large body of Gurcharras thieatened to turn our left flank.
Warner’s Troop was sent from the night along the rear, and coming
up with them, 1t appeared to me they rode nght into them. I was
sent to protect the General Hospital with iy company, and had
a good view of the dashing style Warner brought his Troop 1ato
action. He poured 1n grape among the huge mass with great
effect, and away they all skedaddled much faster than they came,
I think this was the turning-point of the battle, and after the retreat
of the Gurcharras the whole line retired 7 *

* Colonel C. J. Godby (36th N.1.) to author.
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On the right of the Infantry Captain Austin, with his
four guns, was sent to sppport Captain Huish against a
superior number of the enemy’s Artillery. Our fire told
with marked effect Captain Austin and Lieutenant J. E.
Watson were both wounded, the former severely.

The action lasted nearly four hours, Artillery against
Artillery, and the enemy, beaten at all points, retired Had
Lord Gough crossed at once, and the enemy been actively
followed up, their guns would probably have been captured
They withdrew from their position opposite Ramnagar
the same day, and Sir W Gilbert was sent with two regi-
ments of Cavalry and some Horse Artillery to co-operate
with Thackwell, who encamped at Heldn* Lord Gough
crossed on the 18th, finally taking up a position near Loha
Tibbi, east of Helin

Among the troops left at Ramnagar was No 6 Field
Battery. General Tennant had been obliged to transfer
sixty-five of Captain Miles’ horses to No 10 to take the
place of a like number reported unfit for work. His cor-
respondence at this time contains some strongly-worded
passages regarding thc neglected condition of these bat-
teries, whose captains had often before appealed for better
treatment.

The Artillery portion of the army, as now brigaded,
stood as follows, Multdn batteries omitted -

GENERAL ARMY STAFF.—Lijeutenant E B Johnson,
D.J.A.G., Ensign unattached, S. Douglas, Baggage-master,
Sergeant-Major S. Budd, 2nd Bngade 1 A, Provost-Mar-
shal.

ARTILLERY DIVISION STAFF.—RBrigadier-General J.Ten-
nant ; Lieutenant H A. Qlpherts, ADC., Bt-Captain J.
Abercombie, D.A.A G.; Lieutenant H. Tombs, D A.Q M.G,,
Captain C. Hogge, Commissary of Ordnance

HORSE ARTILLERY.—Brigadier G. Brooke, C.B.; Lieu-
tenant C. V, Cox, Brigade-Major,

* Heylah or Hillah 1n dispatches



