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to the chiefs themselves personally, calling upon any
latent good feelings which may <tll hLe, though dor-
mant, in their breasts, exhorting them to adhercnce to
their engagements and the practice of yntue By such
means, even with the limited acquaintance | possess of
the manners and customs of the natives of the Penin-
sula, I feel confident of guning a large number of con-
verts to the cause of virtue, even i I should not succeed
n entirely abolislung the atiocity  In the letter dated
27th Apnl 1836, from the Honowable the Court of
Directors, 1t is clearly stated that ¢« Mr Willonghby’s
report on the cffect of vur measuies for  the suppression
of infantierde 1n Kathiawad 1 highly ereditable to him,
and is on the whole satisfactory  JFor though it shows
that the practige still prevails very extensavely, 1t shows
also that a great and progressive decicase has been
produced by the cflorts of the Bnitish Government,” It
1s impossible not to concur m the obsenvations of Mr
Willoughby when he says, that ‘to effeet the complete
extinction of the practice, we must enlist the feeling of
the community on our side.’%

“This 1s the direct and most true pohiey, *truth pie-
vails by delay and cxposure;’ and by a steady adher-
ence to such punciples the tiuth must eventually con-
quer The piinciples upon which 1 propose to act are
all 1n perfeet accordance wath the abose expressed opi-
mon.” ¢ Again letus consider the immense advantages
we shall acquire by having cffected thus desirable re-
formation by gentle means 1nstead of violent. When
1ts final abohition shall have been eftected the people
wull look back with astonishment at the wickedness of
their fathers, and lcarn to bless the British Government,
who had eonducted them by sure and firm steps to a
state of virtue and happiness.”

The education of the Jade)as anld other tribes in Ka-
thiawad is undoubtedly a necessity, to complete their

. [The necessity of this has been universally admitted. ]
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aversion to infanticide and other atrocious crimes. The
kind of education, required by them, on which Mr.
Erskine says but little, 1s undoubtedly that of Milton
as defincd to Master Harthib, ¢ the end” of which ¢ is to
repalr the ruins of our first pdrents by regainéng to know
God aright, and put of that knowledge to love him, to
imitate him, to be like him, as we may the nearest by
possessing onr souls of true virtue, which being united
to the heavenly grace of faith, makes up the highest
pericetion.” Though an ordinary economical edncation
canndt fail 1o be lnghly uscful to the Jadejias, 1t 18 only
that of a right religious gharacter which can he blessed
to the renovation of their hearts and the radical change
of their coursc of life .

Mzr. Erskine, 1o the conclusion of his lefter proposed
that an amendment of Mr. Willonghby® proclamation
shonld be re-1ssued to the Jadejas, and that a meeting
of Jadejas should be called by hum for conference on
the subject of infanficide.  And he refers to enclosures
showing the state of the Infanticide Fund, which had a
balance in its [avour of Rs. 1,115,525. 6. 2 ; and of
agreements, entered 1nto by certain chiefs of Malwa for
the abolition of Infanticide on the solicitation of Mr
Lancelot Walkinson, whose zeal in the cause was wor-
thy of all praise. ¥

* These resolutions, adopted by ten Rijas and Rajpul chiefs were
the following 1. ““The chief cause which has led Rajputs to destroy
their daughters 15 that several farmhes of Rajputs will receive in mar-
riage the daughters of Rajputs of several other tribes, but they refuse
to give tothem their own daughters in return  They thus are reduced
to difficulty 1n getting what they deem a smitable match for their daught-
ers.  Under this fancied difficulty, they destroyed their daughters on
their birth On this account it has now been resolved, that every
R4ja and chief shall issue in his own limits an injunction, that no Raj-
put shall give his daughter 11 marriage to another who is not ready to
give lum hi¥ daughter in marriage in those families who will give their
daughters 2. It has been already resolved that any Rajput who shall
destroy his daughter shall be deprived of his patrimonial rights and ex-
communieated, and these penalties doubtiessly will be enforced spon

snch an offender, but he also, who after preserving his daughter shall
take any money, from his son-in-law, shall be excommunicated; if he
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On the arrival of Mr. Erskine’s letter in Bombay, it
was handed by Sir Robert Grant,—then personally
busy with the case of the ambitious but contemptible
projects of the Rdja of Satard for the ejection of the Bri-
tish from ¥ndia,—to Mr. Secretary Willoughby, who
wentover 1t with the greatestattention and urbanity, not-
withstanding the crudeness and rashness of many of
its speculations and statements, making 1t the subject
of an claborate memorandum, 'The noble-minded Sir
Robert Grant was not spared tc take this valuable do-
cument 1mto consideration; but 1t met with ampe jus-
tice from Mr James Farish, his temporary successor in
the Government, and his assoeiates 1n the Council, Mr.
(now Sir George) Anderson, and Mr J. A. Dunlop
The principal, minutes upon 1t of these cxcellent gentle-
men were the following,

« Mr. Erskine's Infanticide Report for 1835 and 1836
has been so fully analyzed by Mr Willoughby, in his
valuable memorandum on this 1mportant and interest-
g subject, that 1t will be unnecessary for me to enter
at all into detail

1s poor and destitute of means, let his farly and friends give him as-
sistance to enable hun (o marry his daughter suitably to his name , if
destitute of powerful fuiends, let the Raja and chief in whose terntory
he resides give him assistance and provide for the marriage of his
daughter. 3 Bhais and Charans have claims from of old agamnst Raj-
puts on the occasion of their marnage. We hereby fix 2 maximum of
what 18 to be paid to them according to the rank and arcumstances of
Rajputs, v1z

By R4jas to each Bhat and Chavan. ...... ... ... Rs 1 00
By Thakurs of villages to ditto ., ..., c... 5 080
By Rajputs holdmg rent-free lands to dxtto veerae 3y D 40
By poor Rajputs 1 service as gepoys to ditte ...... ,, 0 2 0

No more ihan the fees as above fixed are to be given by any Rajputs
an occasion of marriages This 18 to be the custown; if any Rajput
trom a desire to procure a good name, wish Jo give more, let him do so
on any other day. Agouusi his so domng there 1s no prohibition.” As
framed by the Réjis themselves such economical arrangements as these
ars ymobjectionable; but they are not in themselves watters for direct
British ingerforence.
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“ Both these gentlemen have bronght to this subject
the warmest zeal fo accomplish the most benevolent
object, and have been actuated in the measures they
have adopted by the most earnest desire to suppress and
put an end to the revolting and wicked practice of fe-
male infanticide, by every eflort which has suggested
itself for their judgment as best adapted to that end,
though they differ 1o some respeets  Mr Willoughby’s
matured judgment, and knowledge of the peaple, lead
me to acquicsce i his proposed amendnients of the sug-
gestions of Mr Erskine.

“The success which has attended Mr Willoughby's
efforts 1s very strikingly shown by the number of female
children prescrved of those born in the last ycar of his
agency, and the one following i, although as embracing
only 12 instead of 18 months, and omitting the taluka
of Nawanagar, they exhubit a result very much short of
what might have been given

“Whatever recommendation or otherwise the preli-
minary inquiry mmto charges may have in ordinary ques-
tions of a local nature, 1n those connected with infanti-
cide I think them of very great importance, particularly
as tending to pievent groundless or malicious charges
being brought hefore the publie, aud the character of
the accused unnceessanly injured. The suggestion of
the Pohtical Secretary should be adopted.

“The persccution which 1t appears the chicf of Raj-
kot has exercised towards the connexions of the party
who informed against him shonld be inguired 1nto, and
redressed as pointed out in paragraph 21.

«Tt is to be regretted that Mr. Erskine had not motre
carefully looked 1nto the proccedings of his predecessor,
nor possessed the documents which should now be sent
him as suggested in paragraph 48 of the memorandum,
when he would have ‘been satisfied that measures of a
conciliatory character formed as much a part of his
principle of proceeding as of his own ; and in the cons-
picuous and acknowledged success which has attended
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those principles of proceeding, he would have found a
more solid ground of commendation than any which hg
has adduced as the basis for condemming them.

“In Mr. Willonghby's remark upon the eight propo-
gitions of Mr Erskine for effecting the great benevolent
object 1n view in paragraphs 32 to 41 of the memoran-
dum, I entirely concur T am quite at a loss to conceive
how in his sixth proposition he could have proposed the
degree of 1mpumty for the c¢rume of which they have
had such full knowledge, and of the penalties attaching
to 1t through Mi. Willoughby’s proclamation. On the
eighth proposition, I think the IHonourable Court should
be strongly reccommended 1o authonze an expenditure
suflicient to ensure eflicicnt measures for the diflusion
of education 1 Kathnawad.

“'The proclamation proposed should be amended by
embodying much of that of 1834, so that 1t shall appear
distinctly as a continuatiou of the former proclamations
I object to the circular because of the consistency that
would be mvolved m our issuing a document speaking
of the Shastras as containing a declmation of the true
law of God By avoiding such questionable, or rather
erroneous statement, and sumphfying and shortening
the circular somewhat as proposed in 44, 1t would be
much improved The meeting of the chiefs, 1 1t can be
effected in the spint antictpated by Mr. Erskine, will, I
trust, be attended with the benefits lic anticipates,

“In conclusion, I have to observe that the few re-
marks I have offered on the interesting reports before
the Board, and the Political Secretary’s valuable memo-
‘randum on 1, touch but on few of the points which de-
served notice. I felt, however, that I could not 1mprove
upon the several recommendations which Mr Willough-
by has oftered, and I would therefore suggest that he
be requested to frame, i1n the spint of his 46th para-
graph, a reply to Mr. Erskine, embracing them.

The whole subject will also be reported to the Ho-
nourable Court.—James Farisa.
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«] quite agree 1n the general propositions for the sup-
pression of Inianticide, but entertain doubts of the ad-
vantages to be expected from general convocations of
ignorant, prejudiced men, who are confessedly incom-
petent to enter into or comprehend our views, but who
seen to me quite as hkely to confirm and embitter each
others prejudices, as to be converted to onrway of think-
ing, wiale 1t may tend to give combined habits of action
not desirable to encourage.—J. A Dr~Lop.

“1 entiely conenr 1n the view Mr. Walloughby has
taken of Mr FErskine’s reposrt, and 1n the measures he
suggests when he differs from Mr. Frskine.

“The mode Mr. Willoughby pomts out in his 7th
paragraph for inquinng 1into these cascs, I ecnsider
emiently wise, and 1t should be alone followed.

“ Mr. Frskine’s proposition that no proceedings should
be held on these cases for two years, I should strongly
object to, as unnecessary for information to pat the Ja-
dejas on their guard; for information of our ablhorrence
of the practice they already possess, as also of the pe-
nalties to which the practice renders them liable. Tt
would tend to throw a doubt upon our former proceed-
ings; to those proceedings, in some rleasure, the colour
of injustice in our not having given such law of warning
before, and lead to some doubt 1f up to this point we had
really been in earnest.

“I do not see either any necessity for the proposed
proclamation; it proclaims what is suffictently known,
and I do not suppose any one really suspects that any
good would come of it.

“] admit thateducation and knowledge will ultimate-
ly ckange the feelings and habits of a whole people;
but this 18 a work of time; and it is not to knowledge
so gained that we must look for the cessation of this
great crime, but to the' measures of Government, used
with prudence and conciliation.” Our progress since
Mr. Willoughby's administration has been great, and
entitles him to the highest praise. Many have written
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much, but in his measures we find a practical result, and
till we find a better and more practical result promised,
andrbelieve it will occur from other measures, I think
those he adopted, and has now sosatisfactorily explained,
ought to he persisted in.—G. W Anperson J. A.
Dunvoe.

The reply sent by Government to Mr Erskine was
the following We 1nscit it nearly in full as a com-
plete explanation and vindication of the measures origi-
nally adopted on the snggestion and 1ccommendation
of Mr Willoughby, and which when carried into eflect,
have really accomphshed that suppression of the great
crime of Infanticide which Government had so Jong and
s0 much at heart

Bombay Castle, 16th Febiuary 1839,

“8Sir,—T am dirccted by the Raght Ionourable the
Governor 1n Council to acknowledge the 1ecespt of your
report on Female Infanticide in Kathvawad, for the years
1835 and 1836, dated 30th June 1837, with its scveral
enclosures; and in reply to communicate to you the
following observations and instructions on the subjeet.

“In the 4th paragraph of yourreport, the different cases
of infanticide which were investigated during the two
years above mentioned arc reviewed.  These amount to
13 1n number, five of which occurred 1n1835, and eight
‘in 1836. During the first year (1835) convietion fol-
lowed in four cases, and cven 1 the fifth case no rea-
sonable doubt could be entertamed of the gnilt of the
accused, although the evidence was dremed insufficient
for a judicial conviction 1n 1836, however, although
in several cases strong presuimptions of guilt existed,
there was not a single instance of convietion The
Governor in Council considers the difference in the re-
sults to be as remarkable as it is unfortunate. It may
doubtless, in part, be fairly attribdted to increased vigi-
lance and to the adoption of precautionary Imeasures on
the part of those by whom this revolting crime ds’ ﬁom-
mitted, 16 conceal it, in consequence of the convietions
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of #835. (Fovernment cannot, however, resist the im-
pression that there must have been some defect or mis-
management 1n conducting the investigations of 1836.
It appears to the Governor 1n Counecil obvious that these
inquinies cannot be conducted on ordinary principles
with any prospect of a successful termination. The
modc adopted by your predecessor, whenever a casc of
infanticide came to is knowledgce; was, 1n the first in-
stance 1o hold a prelunminary inquiry i private, previous
to the acceused paity being placed publicly on his gnal,
n order to satisfy himself that 1casonable grounds ex-
isted for the charge, and that 11 was sustained by suffi-
cient evidence 1 am desired to draw your attention ta
this point, 1n answer to some of the ohjections urged by
you to the system you found 1n force, on your assuming
charge of the admuimstration ot aflairs 1h Katlnawad

Onc great advantage atiending this mode of procedure
is, that false accusations are thereby checked wn limane,
and the Governor in Council entertains no doubt that
from the course adopted by your predecessor, had that
officer continued 1n Kathiawad, several of the cases pub-
licly investigated 1 1836 womnld never have proceeded
beyond the preliminary imvestigati$m above adverted
to. ‘The Governor 1 Conncil considers 1t to be the
duty of the Political Agent to investigate every charge
of infanticide which may come to hus krowledge, with-
out reference to the quarter from which it inay proceed ;

but that, in the first 1nstance, his mquﬁnes shoyld be
private, and that when 1n this manner he Jag, satisfied
himself that fair grounds exist for putung the accused
on his trial, he should do so, but not before. In every
case, howevel, whether of abandouning or persevering in
the inqury, a full 1eport of the proceedings held should
be submitted to Government.’

“ In the 7th paragraph of yqur report, the Jadeja po-
pulation ig contrasted from the date of your predeces-
sox'§prpelgmation, or the end of the year 1834, up to

middie of 1836. The following table shows the
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proportion of males and females, of and under the age
of 20, in each taluka, except Nawanagar, from which
district no census had, at the date of your report, been

obtained.

Taluké o 2 eles | Femalcs Téaluhit Mules II‘emalec
P
1 Rejkot 20 115 W oudde 9 1
2 Shahptr 12 W Gatha ) 2
3 Mbhawd 3 Lo17 pPal 8 2
4 Kotard-Singam 14 b 18 Virawd 2
#. Dharol 28 ] 19 Bhadawa [ 2
¢ Satodu Wawndi 79 27 20 horhdng 4 1
7. Degohd (] 20 21 Kothadd Nigyt 3 b
8 Rfjpura i 3 22 Shisane Chgndali 51 15
9 Thihg 20 4 123 Mdha 32 15
10 Mulilg-Dert L 12 4 Khasard 33 16
11 Gondal Jun 97 25 Jaake14l4 5 2
12 Gauridha 9 1 2h Munt 279 51
. Lodika ] 10 2 |27 Vupar Rhadedn 5Y 18
14 Mengns 13 7

] Total 1422 413

“Altogetho.r, however, there 421 Jadejd females hv-
ing; of whom 4 arec widows, 70 married, 92 betrothed,
and 258 unbetrothed ; and since your predecessor’s re-
turns 9 casualties have occeurred

“The Governor im Council considers the following
remarks contained 1n the seventh paragraph of your re-
port on the results exlibited 1o the above table, as par-
ticularly dosorvmgﬂof attention. ‘It appears, thercfore,
that there are 123 male Jadejis of the age of one year
and ander now alive, and 73 females; this must be ad-
mitted to be highly satisfactory to the canse of huma-
mty, as pr‘bving that in consequence of the measures
put in force, ¥3 female infants have been preserved dur-
ing the 18 morths immediately subsequent to the pro-
clamation, wpwurds of 40 of whom would 1n the absence
of Mr. Willomghby’s exertions have met with 1nevitable
destruction. The year before the census has a show of
102 males, and only 20 females, evidencing that nearly
80 infants must have been put to death. But to pursue
the scrutiny further, and from more narrow inspection
of it, a more satigfactory result even than the above with
respect to the prospect of the final extinction of the
crime becomes apparent, namely, that theré 4 s¥ery
hope that the two talukés of Murvi and Drapha hav#
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effected an abolition of the atrocious practice.in their
respective limits. There may have been isolated in-
stances of the commission of the crime in the Murvi
taluka, but the indigent, and 11 1s to be hoped -penitent
Grasias of Draphd, have at length vindigated their
humanity from the blood stigma. The Drapha taluka
shows an equality of the sexes during the year subse-
quent to the publication of the proclamation, the num-
bers being 10 to 11, although up to the proclamatian
the dispanty wos 84 10 10, In thc Mursvi taluka dur-
ing that year, the numbers are 20 and 13, whercas 1n
that district there were only 38 femalesin all saved up
to the end of 18314  In Gondal and the smaller talukas
the returns stall continue unfavourable, and evidenee
that the crime of infanticide 1s still perpetrated.” Thesce
resulls are deemed by the Honourable tht Governor in
Council to be exceedingly satisfactory, and must be'
hailed with dchight by every friend of humanity. Sull
they do not exhibit to the (ull extent, the great measure
of success which has attended the measures of the Bri-
tish Government for the extirpation of this dreadful
crime. The 73 female infants prescrved, are stated to
be of the age of onc year and under, whercas the point
of companson embraces a period of 18 months; conse-
quently for the return to be correct, 1t should 1nclude all
females of and under the age of 18 months, 1nstead of
one year and under. In addition to this, the tiluka of
Nawénagar is excluded from the ealculation, and in
this dlstnct the Jadcjas are believed to .be nearly as
numerous as the Jadejas of all the other talukas com-
bined. On this point, I am desired 1o refer you to the
table contained 1n the fifth paragraph of your predeces-
sor’s report on infanticide, dated the 24th Septeinber
1834.

#In the 10th para'graph of your report, a review is
taken of the coercive measures adopted at Ihe sugges-
tion of@é;late Political Agent, for the suppressmn of
infariticide, and in the 11th paragraph of those desig-
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nated by you ¢sumptuary measures.” Tnthe latter casc,
the ‘term appears to the Governor in Council incorrect.
The measures called ¢ sumptuary’ are, s fact, measuares
of conciliation adopted towards such of the Jadejas as
preserve thetr daughters, contradistinguished from those
of a penal naturc directed against those who destroy
them,

« After the results alluded to in the 10th and 11th
paragraphs of tlus letter, the Governor in Council was
totally unpreparcd for the remarks, ¢that the measures
hitherto adopted have been 1 some respects defective,
and insufficicnt towards the final extinction of the prac-
tice, and arc not Likcly 1f pmsued to be productive of
cffectual suceess, [unless] finder certain modifications
which I shall take the ibeity to suggest’ ) that they have
been “1oo partial, and superficiat and not of that compre-
hensive and 1adieal natine which 1srequisite 1n over-
turning a long cstablished eustom among a depraved
and barbaious race’; and that attentton has litherto
been directed ¢towards the preservation of individual
female childeen,” which “inay not only not be a step to-
wards the fihal cradication of the erime, but may posi-
tively operate as, a barrier without collateral and sub-
sidiary measures.” It must be remembered that the
measures of Government for the suppression of infant-
1cide to which your remarks apply, arc only of very re-
cent date, and éonsequently, it can hardly yet be
judged what is likely to be their result; but certainly
tHe number 6f females preserved during the short pe-
riod which has fntervened since their adoption, afford no
ground for despair, but, on the contrary, exhibit a wide
field of promise and hope of final success.

“ Although the Governor in Couneil is far from sup-
posing that all has yet been done to effect the object in
view, that is within the power of Government to effect,
or that mony measures may not be yet devised as auxi-
liary to thb’s% "already in force for the suppressmﬂ of in-

fantivide, still he is of opinion that the annual census,
16

'
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if rigidly cnforced, and followed np by those measures
which nay be nceessary, according to the results which
it may exhibit, 1s of that comprehensive and radical na-
ture desired by you.

“You notice what you regard as the defeets of the
prezent system.  The first of these is the sudden and
unexpected strietness of the British Government in 1831
and 1835, after So many ycar~ of appasent apathy, and
this 15 prelnmmary to condemuning the severty of the
pur’shments awwded on the cases of conviction which
occuried dunwg the late Political Agent’s admunistra-
pjon The first question for consideintion 14 were the
punighments awarded oo severe?  In support of your
opinion that they were, allusion s made by yor to some
conversations, not with dsinterested 1):‘{1L1cx, but with
some Jadeja chiefs, with whom the cume of infanticide
18 famhar aud habitual - The case of the chief of Réj-
kot 1% particularly dwelt upon by von  This chief was
fined 12,000 rupees, was 1equired to renew his engage-
ments aganst 1nfanticide, 1o 1eport all births 1n b fu-
mily, and was warned that o 1epetition of the offence
would involve foirferture of his estate. In a second
casc, 1mptisonment {fo1 one year, and a five of 3,000
rupees, commutable to inpusonment f{or the {urther
peniod of two years, was mmposed  In the third case a
fine of 100 rupecs was imposed. These sentences werce
approved by Government and by the Honourable the
Court of Dircctors.”

“With reference to the objection made by you 1o the
system of mahing use of informers in the detection of
cases of Infunticade, the Governor in Council is not
aware of any mode by which the crime can be detected,
except through such agency. Suchinstruments should
of course be used with great caution, but their agency
is incvitable, unless«Government are resolved to aban-
don all further endeavours to convict the gd.!ty. On
this subject, I am desired to refer you to &ﬁr 18th and
19th paragraphs of your predecessor's report on Infant-
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1cade, dated the 24th September 1834, and to ohserve
that much of the evil attending the system, as noticed
by you, may be obviated by adopting the mode of pro-
cedure laid down in the 6th and 7th paragraphs of this
communicasion  In the 15th paragraph of your report
it 15 observed, ¢the 1nvestigations which T perused on
my arnval in Kuludwad, T confess filled me with snr-
prise, and very nearly with honor, and T con<ider 11 1m-
pos=ible but that their eflect was to ahenate the people
from Government.” T'lie Governor i Coundal ecannot
concurin this remark, and he considers 1t 1meonsistent
with the adnmission made 1 your tth paragiaph, name-
ly, that the Ragkot case *was conducted with as mueh
delieaey as the nature of the case adnntied * Tn the
opimon of Goyernnient, 1l anything 15 more calenlated
than another to conciliate the poople, 1t s measnres of
humanity and plulanthropy smular to those adopted by
the Jate Pohtical Agent, windh can never be regarded
by the commnnity as emanating from any <ordid or -
ferested motive  Another gronnd of objection urged by
you to the use of informers,; 15 the mability of Giovern-
ment 1o proteet them from the 1esentment of those
against whom they may appear, wlich hikewise applies
1o witnesses  "T'his the Governor in Council l'rcnl_y ad-
mits 1s a sertous evil, but one which he concerves may
be for the most part guarded against, 1if proper prec ;mu.
tions are adopted, and any attempt to injme cither in-
formers o1 witnesses severely punished.  In supportl of
this argument you observe that three out of the five wit-
nesses 10 the Rajhot case have died, and that the gene-
ral 1mpression in the country 1s, that they were niuar-
dered ; one of these individuals, the chief of Gauridhar,
died, I am desired to observe, before your predecessor
left Kathidwad, and a ngid scruting having been enter-
cd 1nto respecting the cauoses of hissdeath, nothing was
clicited $a show that lus death had been oceasioned by
unfair me:ﬁ%, except the suspicion excited by his hav.
ing died suddenly. Regarding the other two witnesses,
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no information 1s before Government beyond the fact
now rcported by you of their being dead  As the Go-
vernor 1n Council presumes that an inquiry was inst-
tuted by you on the occuston of their death, you arc re-
quested to forward to Government your proceedings on
that inquiry, in order that it may be ascertained on
what grounds 1t ix supposed they weie murdered. Tt
18 Turther observed by you in the same paragraph, ¢ Ja-
dardm, the informer m this case, has been cejected from
Ins honee 1 Ryjkot, by the chiel, and the wife of one of
the agencey establishment treated 1n the same way for
assisting 1n the conviction”  The Goveruor in Counel
18 at a loss to concene how the chiefl conld have Reen
permitted to act thus, or the cause of your not having
mterfered to prevent such condnet, and Government di-
rect that even at this late pertod measures may he adopt-
ed for affording rediess 10 the mjured parties.

The Governor im Connctl 1x nnable to agice wath your
reasoning on the Ganod case, which appears to be bas-
ed on the supposttion that *the whole voree of the com-
munity 1¢ opposed to the law,” or that against Infant-
ierde  Government are convineed that the fecling of all
cla~ses of the community, exeept those who commt the
crime, is exactly the reverse.  Besides this, on the prin-
eiples laid down for your gmidance in this communica-
tion for conducting these investigations, the Ganod case
would not have proceeded beyond the prehnnnary in-
quiry, which could not have failed to deteet the false
accuscr and his motives. Were Government to respect
what is termed by you the ‘lares and penates’ of the Raj-
put community, all the eflorts whicl have hitherto been
made to eradicate the erime of female Infanticide must
Be relinquished and we must sink into our former apa-
thy and supineness as to whether Colonel Walker’s en-
gagements are adhered to or not.

“Itis justly obscrved by you that the cases of convie-
tion which occurred in 1835, have rendered futnre de-,
tection more difficult, by having placed the Jadejas on
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their guard, but this, as before observed, 1s unavoida-
ble ; but Government consider that even throwing dif-
ficulties 1n the way of child-murder is something gained
towards the completion of our ardent wishes. "This,
however, 18 not the only result of those convictions, for
to no other canse can be attributed the granfying fact,
that in the short space of twelve months, 73 infants
were preserved, independently of those saved 1n Nawi-
nagar, the census of which way probably add 50 more
to the number, a fact which of itself establishes that the
measures, so strongly objected to by you, are not quite
so mapplicable and unsmited to the attaminment of the
desired object as supposcd by yon

PThe Governor sn Conneil = fully sansfied that your
predecessor never conld have contemplated transfernimg
the responsibiity of the cinne of infantiade froin the
chicf to the vassal, 1n cases where the former can fairly
be held answerable  No chief, however, 1s held re-
sponsible for any offence the perpetrators of which are
discovered  Ifa robberv oceurs within hns lunus he 1s
bound by the custom of the country 1o produce the rob-
ber, or 1o make good the loss  I'his prnciple should be
matntained i cases of mmtanticide, as advocated 1n the
report of your predecessor of September 128314, wherein
it 18 proposed by him that fines i the first instance, and
ultimate depuivation of sovereignty 1 cases of manfest
dehnquency, should be 1esorfed to whenever the annual
census shows that the practiee prevails 1o any partienlar
talukd  Towards the close of the 20th paragraph of
that report, it 1s observed, ¢Should, however, 1t be es-
tablished by the certain though presumptive cviderce
to be obtained from returns of the nature now submit-
ted, that the cime of infanticide still prevails in any
particular district, which I think after a warning con-
tained in the proclamation now groposed the chief of
that district should bLu severely fined, and that if this
does mot produce attention on his part to his engage-
ment to suppress the crime, I think that an example
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should be made, and that he should be deprived of the
sovereignty of his distriet.  The caxe, however, mustbe
very glanng where I should propose such an extreme
mecaswe for adoption’

“The Goveinor in Council constders that you labour
under an equally erroncous impiession, 1n supposing
that 1t was ever under the eontemplation of your pre-
decessor 1o suggest, that those accused of infanticide
should be tned ¢by thewr brothers and 1nstigators’
Had the prop()\llion of the gnnﬂ«\]nan, that cases of this
natnre should, 1in some Justances, be publicly 1nvesti-
aated bhefore the Polincal Agent’s Court of Criminal
Justice 1n Katlhnawad, been approved by (iovernment,
1t would have been the duty of the politieal agent, asin
all ordimary offences, to have associated with himself
assessors free from bias, or from the claitns of relation-
ship or friend-lup’

“You advance objections to what 1% designated by
you the ‘sumptuary measures’ for the sappression of In-
fanticide, a terma which, cannotbe considercd 10 comvey
a correet idea of the nature of those measures It g
admitted by you that the rewads bestowed on those
who prescrved their danghters were well bestowed, but
you observe that ‘as those who now save then daugh-
ters will not evadently be entitled 1o any reward for the
future, after such 1epeated and obstinate evil conduet,
this plan will cease to be an engmne for putting a stop
to the practice.” The Governor m Council cannot per-
ceive why such should be the consequence. On the
contrary, Government would advocate a continuance ox
the system, at all events for sowme time to come. Iere-
after, the innate love of oflspring may be trusted as sui-
ficient for our purpose, but for the present it is conceived
thatan annual distribution of presents, on the plan adopt-
ed by your predccessor, will produce a beneficial result

You next object 1o the system now in force, of

, the Government coftributing towards the expence
incurred by Jadejas in marrying their daughters. The
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Jovernor in Council conceives that sueh contributions
should be made with caution, and should be preceded
by a stiict mquiry 1nto the eircumstances of the apply-
g party  The Infanticide Fund wasexpressly cieated
by Mr Elphinstone’s Government {or this objeet, and
the present amonnt of 1S aceumulated fund (105,930
rupees) shows that it is not hkely soonto bhecome ex-
hansted.  An unfavourable opimion however 1~ expross-
ed by you of almost every measure which has heretofore
been adopted, to wim the Jiadejaxinto acquuescenee with
the humane views of the Butish Govermment  "Plhe dis-
tribution of presceuts made by Mr Langlord, in 1829,
among the Dharol Jadejds, 14 condemned by you, be-
cause you consider the careerness of the retarns ob-
twned by that gentleman ¢ extremely donbtful”  You
Ihewise vied i an unfavourable hight 1he honoruy
presents bestowed by Government an 1529, on the ~on
of Jehiyi, the celied of Mursi, who was the first to set
the example of renouncimg the practice of infunticide,
and you cxpress an opraton that the prarse conveyed to
the Jam of Nawdanagoa, ot the accommmuendation of the
late pohtigal agent, was a measwe of evil tendeney
Allethe above mceasures, however, are regarded by the
Govervor in Conudctl as wise and judicious, With re-
q:n‘d te voutr obscrvation, that ‘no Previons sieps were
taken to asceitam whethor the Jan was entitled or not
to such eulogy, I am desned to reler to the 23rd para-
graph of the late pohitical agent’s report, dated the 24th
Neptember 1834, wherein at s statcd that the return
from Nawinagar exhibited 613 males and 380 feinales,
¢which proved that Colonel Walker’s arrangement had
taken root to a very coustderable and gratifying extent ’
It was then mentioned by vour predecessor, that he at
first intended to propose thatan honorary present should
be conferred on the Jam, to condiliate him as the ac-
knowledged head of the Jadejd tribe in Kithidwad, but
assigning reasens why he had abandoned this idea,
That officer contented lmself with suggesting, that in
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forwarding the proclamation to this chief, he should be
informed ‘of the satisfaction of Government at the pro-
gress made in his districts in suppressing infanticide,
and urgenily exhorted to adopt the strictest measures to
ensure its final extinetion.’

“T now procced, under the instructions of the Ho-
nourable the Governor in Council, to remark on the
measures proposed by you for the suppression of female
Infanticde.

“With reference to the remarks contained in the 17th
paragraph of your report, the Governor in Council re-
grets to find that Captain Lang's opinion on your pro-
posals was not obtained previous to their being submat-
ted to Government, more especially as 1t 1s admitted
by you that ¢ on some points a difference of opinion.ex-
ists between you and that officer.” Captaia Lang’s long
residence in Kathiawid, his mntimate acquaintance with
every Jadeja chief 1n the provinee, his extensive local
knowledge, and above all, his zealous aud suecessful
exertions personally to extiipate the crime render the
opinion of this able officer of morc than ordinary value,
and you are thercfore requested to obtain his bentlments
on this subject, and submit the same to Governmen;

¢ The first measure proposed by you is, that all the
Rajput-chiefs in Kathaiwad shall be required ¢to cnter
into an engagement that they will not give their daugh-
ters to any tribc who will not give them their daughters
in return,” and you arc of opinion that the chiefs
willbeinduced to enter into an engagement of this kind.
Government are not quite so sanguine on this point,
and imagine that even 1if such a mcasure were agreed
to, it would notbe generally adhered to. Still, however,
there appears no objection to an attempt being made to
obtain the voluntary assent of the chiefs to the arrange-
ment, which, if successful, would undoubtedly aid the
objects in view.

“ Your second proposition is, that the Jédejd, chiefs

Bhell be required to enter into a stipulation, that the ex-,
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penses of the marriage of the daughters of their bhaiyid
shall not excced a certain amount, to be fixed at a ge-
neral meeting of the caste, and be informed that Gov-
ermmment will assist the indigent to the same extent as
any other caste, but not to a greater. The (Fovernor in
Council is aware of no objection to the first part of this
proposition, but 1n regard to the latter, 1t docs not ap-
pear that Government have ever contributed to the mar-
riage expenses of any other caste but the Jadeja. This
should continue after due inquiry 1nto the circumstances
of the party requning relief

“ With regard to your third proposifion, that speeific
penalties .shonld be proclaimed for the commission of
Infanticide, after a certiin time, to be fixed by Govern-
ment, the Governor in Couneilis more disposed to allow
cach case 1o be dealt with, as at present, according to
its merits, but cannot agrce with your opimon that 1t 1s
advisable to fix a period prospectively from which to
punmish the erime.

“On refercnce to the 24th paragraph of this letter, you
will pereeive that the fourth measure proposed by you,
namely, that the chiefs be held responsible for the con-
ducy, of thear bhaiyad and vassals, 15 not a new sugges-
tion, and the Governor in Council direets that this res-
ponsibility be enforced to the extent therein mentioned.

“The fifth proposition, or that the annual census should
be the test, and that the chiels should be enjoined to aid
in framing this census, requires no remarh, since these
propositions were sanctioned by Government 1n 1835.

“Your sixth proposition is, that ¢ithe period of two
years, or such other time as Government shall decide,
shall be granted to the Jadejds and others in the habit
of committing the crime, during which time no investi-
gation shall be madc either with regard to the former or
late cases, and that the result of thc census at the ter-
mination of that period be the test.” The Governor in
Couneil § is q_mte at a loss to conceive the grounds of this
proposal. - If acceded to, entire impunity for the cotm-
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mission of the erime would be the result, and it is to be
feared that many would avail themselves of the license

«J1 was the intention of your predeces-or, had he re-
mained 1 Kathidwid to have proposed the policy of
complying with the prayer of a pefition pre<ented o
him by the Jadejas for an amnesty for past offence This,
however, 1n the opinion of the Governor in Counecil,
would not on any account be extended beyond the pe-
riod when every Jadejd muast have become aware of the
determination of Government to de allin their power to
suppress the crime  The proclamation of your prede-
cessor was the vehiele through which thhs inforination
was conveyed, and Governnient are pleased to authonze
an amnesty being granted up to the end of 1835.

“The Governor 1n Couneil does not pereerve any pre-
sent nceessity for appointing a sccond 8cnsor, (as re-
commended at the close of your<ixth proposition), more
cspecially when the difficulty which has been oxperi-
enced in finding persons fit for thus duty is taken into
consideration,

“ Adverting to your seventh proposition, namely, that
Government should endeavounr to obtamn the aid of the
Réo of Kachh for the suppression of Infanticide, T am
directed 1o state, that in the opinton of the Honourable
the Governor 1n Couneil, nothing would sor mueh faci-
Litate the suppression of this crime as obtainimg the cor-
dial co-operation of his Highness and the British author-
ities stationced in Kachh. 'T'he sentiments of the Rao,
as alluded to when discussing this proposition, prove
that his Highness is favourably dispo~ed towards the
suppression of this crime, and the force of his example
will doubtless have a most beneficial effect in inducing
his Highness’s tribe 10 abandon the inhuman practice
Extract of this part of your report has been sent to the
acting assistant resident in charge, Kachh, with instruc-
tions to concert measures with his Highness for the
abolition of Infanticide, which all the chiefs under his
Highness’s control have long since renowhced; and it
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has been suggested to him that the first measnre to be
adopted should be to take a census of the.Jiadeja popu-
lation of Kachl, a mcasure which has proved so bene-
ficial in Kathiawad, the census being annually renewed

“With refercnee to your suggestion that a general
convocation of the chiefs of the Rajputl race should be
held at Bhny in the presence of the Restdent 1in Kachh
and yourself, T am desned to state that the Governor in
Council docs not deem 1t expedent at the present time
that such a measure should be adopted.

“ With regard 1o your eighth and last proposition,
namely, that the British Government <hould endeavour
to eflect the objeet 1 view by the education, mental 1n-
provement, and moral amehoration of the mass of the
people, 1 am desired to observe, that your suggeshons
on tlus hcad Rave been already considered, and o1 the
most part approved of by this CGroveirnment  As an auxi-
hary measure, the diiusion of education 1s deserving
of great attention, but measwes of a mole active cha-
racter onght not to be relaxed, since vears must clapsed
before 1t can be expected that any material eflect will
be produced by the dsffusion of education  The Gover-
nor 1n Council 18 willivg to admit that education and
knowledge will nltimately change the feclings and
habits of a whole people; this, however mnust necessa«
nly be a work of time, and 1t 1s not to knowledge so
gained that the Bntish Governmment must look 1o the
cessation of the erime of 1nfanticide, but to measures of
vigour, tempered with pindence and coneihation.

“« With reference 1o the 20th paragraph ol your report,
the Governor in Council 18 of opinion that 1t will be
expedient to republish the proclamation issued in 1834,
such modification being introduced as the altered state
of circumstances and the census may render necessary,
the same being submitted” before ;promulgation for the
approval of Government. The proclamation proposed
n your report, if issued, would perely proclaim what is
already sufficiently known, and would not, in the opinion
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of Government, be attended with any beneficial resuit.
The Governor in Council would moreover decidedly ob-
ject to any announcement in the namc of the British
Government, spealing of the Shastras as containing a
declaration of the true law of God. B

“ The progress made in this great cause since your
predecessor's admimstration, has, 1n the opinion of
Government, been great, and entitles that gentleman to
the highest commendation. In his measures a practi-
cal result has been experienced, and until Government
find a better and more extensive practical result pro-
miscd and likely to oecur from the adoption of other
measures, the Governor 1n Council is unwilling to de-
part {rom thosc which have proved so advantageous.

“ Adverting 1o the circular Jetter proposed by you to
be addressed to the chiefs of Kathidwad, 1 am desired
to state that the Governor in Council does not consider
it expedient at the present moment that the same should
be 1ssued.

# Government arc anxiously awaiting the reeceipt of
your reports promised in the 23rd and 25th paragraphs
of your letter now nnder acknowledgment, and T am
desired to remind you that your annual Infanticide re-
port for 1837 was due on the 1st January 1838.

« Although the Goveinor in Connal, asalready ex-
plained, difters with you in many points connected with
this subject, still he considers the zeal and diligence
exhibited by you in your present report to be highly
creditable to you.

“ Appreciating, however, as Government do your ex-
ertions in this cause, still they do not think that you
have properly understood the real character of some of
the measures which werc adopted at the recommendas
tion of your predecessor. A conclusion might be drawn
from your report that that gentfleman had aimed to effect
his object by penal measures only, a conclusion which
the Governor in Counci& considers highly erroneouns, In
support of this conviction, and in proof that measures
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of a conciliatory character formed as much a part of his
principle of proceeding as of your own, I am desired to
refer you to the following communications from your
predecessor to the chiefs and other inflnential persons
in Kathidwad, on the subject of his proclamation, and
the census of the Jadeja population, copies of which are
herewith forwarded.

“ A selection from the replies returned to the above
letters is likewise forwarded for your information, and
for the purpose of being placed on the records of your
office.”%

It was well, perhaps, that such a letter as Mr, Ers-
kine’s should have been submitted 10 Government  In
lack of such a docwinent, we should probably have
wanted the prgceding clear defence of Mr Willongh-
by’s admirable mea~ures. and the suitable suggestions
which were made for carrying them inte practieal effeet.

Mr. Erskine’s subsequent communications with Gov-
ernment on Infanticide in Kathawid were of a limated
character. They reported the suspen<ion,—which after-
wards issued 1 the dismission,—of the native employ-
ed in making the annual census of the Jadejas, for ae-
cepting a bribe for concealing the death of a Jade)d
female which had occurred 1n suspicious circumstances ;
and the difficultics cxperienced in getting his place
suitably fillel up, as Government preferred the employ-
ment of a pure native in that duty to thai of an Indo-Por-
tuguese brought to notice by Mr. Erskinc. They men-
tioned the completion of the Jadejd census of the Na-
wanagar tiluka, which on the whole exhibited gratify-
ing results. They brought to notice the arbitrary re-
mission of part of the term of imprisonment of Jadeja
Virsyi,t an act which justly met with the disapprobation
of Government, though it was ultimately confirmed.

Mr. D. A. Blane, whom we have,already had occasion
to notice as a zealous agent in Infanticide suppression,

* See above, pp. £13-220, 1 See above, pp: 310,
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was the suceessor of Mr. Erskinein the political agency
in Kighidwad., On the 17th November, 1840, he ac-
knowledged a eall from Government {or an Tafanticide
Report, and expressed his regiet that he had found that
the statements of births, marmages, and deaths had
fallen into arrcars. Ilevas not able personally to sup-
ply the documents which were wanted, as he was soon
transferred 1o the wecrctariate 1o Bombay Captain
LeGrand Jacob, the first assistant at Rijkot,—Captain
Lane having been appointed to the political agency of
the Mahikanti in the north of the contnental Guyarit,
where he soon efleeted great good both with prince and
people,—took charge of hiwdutics on his departrue from
Kathaawad; and they could mot have fallen 1nto bet-
ter hands, as faras ability, integnty, fore<ight, knowledge
of native custons and charaeter, and calnd and success-
ful perseverance wn the dischage of duty 1n spite of an
acute and sensitive disccanment ol duflicunlties, were con-
cerncd



CHAPTER XI.

CAPTAIN LL GRAXND J ACOB'S TUTORTS TOR TIIT IMPROVE=
MENT OF THI KA UL\/WA’I_) CENSTS—TITS REPORT ON
INPANTICIDE, AND ~SUGGESTION  OFF INNTRUCTIONAL
MEAST RLS—FOUNDATION OL C(ITRISTIAN MISSION IN
KA’THIA,“ _\/1')—\ IEWS OF TUD GOVIERNMLNT O (A=
TAILN JA,C()B’S RLEPORT —ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF MLAS-
URES ADOPTLD.

On the 9th of September, 1810, Captain Jacobh called
upon the ragi of Murii to supplement the Jadeyd census
of his talukd by including that of the Jadeyd females of
A’dhol, a district belonging to that ehiet i the provinee
of Wigar on the northeift side of the gulf of Kachh, over
which heclauned jurnisdiction; and some delay occur-
ring iggghe implementing of lus request, he ordered the
mehtasof A’dhoi directly to supply what was wanting On
the 22nd Mareh, 1842, lic addressed the following judi-
cious. letter to the Bombay Government, the occasion of
which appears from 1t contents

“1 have the honour to acknowledge your letter, No.
608, dated 4th instant, with inclosures, calling on me
for an opinion as to the practicability of introducing
into this peninsula some system for placing limits to
the fees exacted at marnage festivals by Chéarans, Bhits,
and other members of the elcemosynary community,
similar to that adopted by Biji S8ingh of Jaudpur.

“In reply, I beg to state that Ido not consider such
au arrangement either practicable or expedient In the
first place, because of the number of independent chiefs,
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#¥hose relative rank it wonld be difficult to fix; and if,
an assembly of delegates could be got together for’the
purpose, their mutunal jealousies and pride would bar
the attainment of the ends 1n view 'To speak of the
Jidejas alone, whom Government, I conclude, have
chiefly in view, the Mur¥i chief being descended from
an elder branch of the Kachh dynasty, considers him-
self at least equal in rank to#he Jam of Nagar, who has
five times his means, and far above the Gondal family,
which «tate is twice as wealthy as his Were 1t a ques-
tion only of a «ingle principality, as in Kachh, where the
subordinate Bharyads have fixed rank in relation to the
head of their tiibe, the object might, perhaps, be attained
by simple publication of a recommendatory letter from
the cluef 1o his mendicant tribes not to ask for more than
such ~tupulated amount as he mught fix, with due re-
ference to the feelings of the community generally ; and
doubtless the cstablwhmcnt of any such systemn by the
Réo would have great efleet 1n leading the claef of the
Jadejd tribe in this province to {ollow the example. In
the sccond place, I doubt the oxpedlency of introducing
any such rule under British sanction. The custom:

importuning for presents is injurious both to Jgi“ver d
receiver, by encouraging pride and mendicigm The
influence of Bhiats and Chéarans in this peninsula has
been considerably diminished since the period of our
connexion with it; witness the entire change of the
mode of obtaining security, whether for payment of
tribute or for other transactions. As the nature of our
system df-Government becomes more and more under-
stood and the people more cnlightened, so will begging
cease to thrive as a profession. We might slightly
diminish present mischief by fixing a standard, but the
deing so would only give perpetuity to an evil that the
hand of time is_gently eradicating.” These views of
Captain Jacob wgre approved by the Bombay Govern-
ment. The fixture by authority of’the British admin-
istratiop of gifty to Bréhmang; Bhéts, and Chérans
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whatevey reduction of expence to the chiefs might in the
first instance be accomplished by it, would evidently
give a sanction 1o the system of superstitions mendican-
cy, altke opposed to Chitstian priaciple and political ex-
pediency

Previoas to the date of the communication now notie-
ed,—on the 23rd Octlober 181l,—Captain Jacob had
furmished 1o Goveinment a {ull mfanucide censns for
1840, including that of the Jaitwas of Bardd and the
suspected tribes 1 A’dhoi 1n Wigar, with an able gene-
ral review of the late progressof the cause of humanity,
a document, however, which was not finally disposed
of by Government tll Angust 1812

Captain Jacob 1 the commencement of his commu-
nication cxp]a.in:s the circumsiances in which no regular
report on Infanticide had been forwarded to Bombay
for four years  “Shortly after the despateh of Mr,
Erskine’s Report in 1837, the fact of the mnfanticide
censor, Munshi Ghulam Muhammad, having accepted
a bribe to quash an accusation of child-~langhter trans.
pired.” «'I'he removal of this person, otherwise so well
stited for the sitnation, was a check that this particnlar
department of the agency has scarcely reeovered from,
n consgquence of his successor Jayasukrim, entertain-
ed 1st April 1839, having proved quite uncqual to the of-
fice, and having been finally yemosved from it by Mr
Blane so rccently as Lst April last, when Nakd Waje-
ram, an intelligent Briahman of the Nagar caste, was
appointed in his stead. In the interval between the
snspension of the munshi and the appointmeént of his
successor, Mr. Gonsalves, a clerk in the office, was em-
ployed in taking the Nawdinagar census, which will be
found included in the accompanying tables.”

Captain Jacob then preceeds to comment on the census
which he forwarded to Governmeht, noticing as he pro-
ceeds some important acts, arrangements, and proposals.

“ For the above reason, the census now submitted must

be secwived with sorhe extra caution, the new censor not
16
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having had time to wvisit all the parganés; byt I have
checked tlie returns of both, by those obtainced {rom the
chiefs for the first half of the preseut year, as well as by
the aid of attachment mehtis, where they were sufli-
ciently trustworthy to be made use of  The only talakd
m which there appears discrepancey 1s Gondal, the census
of which was taken by the present censor, and unfor-
tunately the detanled Iists, whenee the last census was
framed, aie not {forthconnngin this otlice, so that T have
no means of testing the present one by compatison of
names,”

“The results of the present census, as exhibited inthe
analy~s appended, are extreinely @ratifying, with eacep-
fion of the Shahpurtdlukd, and A'dhor puigani of Muivi
In the former, not a single female has escaped the 1uth-
less eflcet of Jadejd pride; 1 the latter,"the census of
which i1s now exlnbited for the hrst time, and has been
obtamned with considerable ditheulty, the proportion of
males to females 15 nearly 17 to 1. Some excusc may
be offered for this distiict, which had Intharto eseaped
the vigilance of the British Government, and separated
as 1t is from Kathidwad, remmmned 1n comparative 1gno-
rance of the strenuons attempt to suppres~ 1infantieide
that had here been made; but I ean offer none for
Shabpur, the chief of which, by his breach of faith and
eriminal negligence, has justly laid himself open to the
displeasure of a paternal Government

«Jadeja Kalaji of Shahpur is about 30 years of age,
and by no means deficient 1n 1intellect; he must have
been-fully sensible that Government would hold the
Jade)as to their engagements, since he had already been
called to account on this matter, i1n the case of his bro-
ther Jadeja Bhawaji.” ¢ The revenucs that he derives
annually from his talukd, which now consists of four
villages, of which one belongs to his Bhaiyad, are esti-
mated at 2,000 rupees, subject to a yearly tribute of 501
rupees to the British Government, and 1574 rupees to
the Nawab of Junagad (Zortalebi) leaving him a clear
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rental of about 1,400 rupees I beg, thercfore, to re-
commend, that a fine of rupees 1,000 be imposed upon
him, with a warning that, unless future returns give a
result more favourable to humamty he should be de-
prived of all control over his taluka, and that he be re-
quired to furnish unexceptionable security agminst con-
tinuance of the crime; andin default of such payment
and security, after the elapse of two months, that he be
placed 1n confinement until those terms aie complied
with

“Regarding A'dhoi [m Wagar], a morc Ienienf conrse
may be pursued, but the Murvi chief mught be warned
of the danger he was mcwng by thus pernutting s
Bhaiyad, the other side of the water, to break at onee the
laws of nature and humanity, and the engagements he
has enteied into, on behalt of all subjeet 1o s authority.

“It 1~ a much more pleasing tusk to 1evert to the
state of all the other Jadeyd talukas of Kathiawad, and
1t must be hghly gatifving to those henevolent men
who have luboured for the suppression of Iufanticide 1
this province to sce the progressive return to the order
of natuie, 1 the relative proportion of sexes, that must
be attributed to thesr labour alone  The total male po-
pulation 15 shown to be 5,760, feinales 1,370; the pro-
portion, therefore, of all ages 15 a traction more than four
to one, bul the number of both sexes under 20 years
of age, 15, males 2,923, feinale~ 1,209, showing a propor-
tion of two anda quarter to one, which favourable di-
minution chiefly arises from the preservation of female
life during the last few years, which gives the gencral
result as follows:

Proportion of males to females, unda 10 vears 1] to 1
Ditto ditto 9 yewis 14 to 1
Ihtto ditto 8 jea1s 14 o 1
Ditto ditto 7 years 1 to !
Ditto ditto s 6 vems 1} to 1
Ditto ditto 5 yeas 1 tol
Pitto ditto 45ears 1l tol
Pittp ., ditto 3vearn 1 tol
Ditto | datto . 2years I wl

Ditto ... .. . ditke .. lyear 1 tol}
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“The correctness of these returns is further tested by
the proportion of deaths occurring in 1840, which 1s
shown as three to one.

“The total number of cases that have come underin-
quiry since the transmission of Mr. Erskine’s Report,
30th June 1837,is seven, of which one only was proved,
namely, that of Wakhatsingh of Nawdagaum, a village
under Malid, connceted with which the former censor,
Ghulam Muhaminad, lost his place for accepting a
bribe, as before <tated. The murder of Wakhatsingh'’s
infant, 1t will be perecived, occurred before the publica-
tion of the Government proclamation, when you [Mr.
Willoughby, sccretary to Government] were political
agent of this province in 1835, and caunot therefore be
taken as any breach therecot, however ml%ch 1t may be
of the laws of humamty; and yet Wukhatsingh had
reared three daughters, and Ins accuser, Satdyi; the
Mala chief, out of four had not preseived onc

“The census of the Jaitwa population now for the
first time given, has been furnished, after some demur
by the Rana’s Governinent [at Porbandar], and hLas not
yet been further tested. It approaches nearly to the pro-
portions shown for the Jadeji population.” Tt was
first brought to notice by Coloucl Walker, that this tribe
was equally addicted to the erime as the Jadejés them-
selves ;% and 1t is cunous to remark the coincidence
between the proportions of sexes preserved in both
tribes, though the vigilance of Government being bent
on the Jadejas alone, has acted indirectly, and therefore
with less force, on the Jaitwés.”

“The crime of Infanticide is, I fear, by no means
confined to cither the Jadeja or Jaitwa population. I
have heard assertions of its being extensively practised
in Jaitwad, and amongst the Muhammadan tribe of
Sétas, but with the all but impossibility that exists-of
carrying through the common duties of the agency, I

* See above, p. T2,
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have been unable to sparc sufficient time for inguiry
into the subject. The fall extent to which infanticide
is practised in the peninsula will be known only when
Government 1s able to xpare the services of an officer for
this espec#al mmquiry 1 have the lhonour to annex
translates of agrcements entered 1nto by the Manka and
Korangi tribes of Wigar,% who are accused of this
crime, whieh T owe to the Government kdrkun, Ishwar-
dis, stationed at A'dhoi, and through whom the Jadeja
census of that district has been obtained  These tribes
are stated to be neither Muhammadans nor Hindus, but
a mixture of the two, approaching in caste to the Wia-
gars of Okhimandal Writings have algo been taken from
the A’dhoi Jadejas, who had not bhefore brought them-
selves under gimilarengagements, translations of which
are given.

“The imperfection of our mstruments must ever
throw some dcgree of doubt on retnrus of population,
that can be obtained only through their labour; but a
further cause of hesitation in recerving the census as en-
tirely to be depended on, exists in the dafficulty that has
becn found in getting the Jadejds, of respectable rank,
to show their females to a male censor. This repug-
nance was yielded to, 1n consequence of the Jam’s
carnest remonstrances, and as sanctioned by Govern-
ment letter 9th October 1838, Mr Gonsalves was ac-
companicd by his wife thronghout his tour in the Nagar
states. The hike treatment has been cliumed by others,
and a considerablc portion of the females entered in the
returns from which my tables are framed have no other
guarantee for their existence than the word of their
male relations. Their prejudices in this matter are so
deep-rooted, and supported by publie feeling and sym-
pathies, that I conceive we should err in attempting to
force them. Besides, it will neter do to treat the Ja-

* [These tribes, we believe, are converts to Muhammadism, frowm
the Kulfs, or aborigines, of the district ]
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dejas of onc tiluka better than thosc of another 1
therefore beg respectfully to recommend the extension
of the principle alrcady sanctioned for the Nagar Ray-
puts to the rest of the commuuity; the wife or other
nearest female relative of the censor might e granted a
sum equivalent to half of what he draws, during the
ume actuully cinployed in taking the census; cvery cn-
deavour by persuasion shonld be made to overcone the
prejudices of the inspected. but where deeided repug-
nance w4y be cevinced, 1t shonld be the duty of the
censor to acquaint himself with all particulars thiough
his wife, he being held equally responsible for the cor-
rectness of the statement asf taken by himself I con-
sider this addition necessary for the proper canying out
of the plan for suppression of Infanucidey =0 ably wa-
tured by yoursclf when political agent  Bribes may
somctimes Jead astray, but the husband cannot well
help knowing the real facts of the ease, and he will have
a double motive for not suppressing them At present,
facility is, to a certain extent, offered for fictitious re-
port, to skreen from gult

Major Jacob 1 the conclusion of his report frankly
expresses his convictions as to the state of feeling re-
specting infanticide prevaliug among the Jadejas and
their neighbours of other tribes, and as to the expedi-
ency and neccessity of adopting instructional measures
for its improvement

“ ] would now beg to point out wherein I differ from
previous writers on the subject of Infanticide. The
state of public opinion in this country has been suppos-
ed more strongly sct against the crime than I believe to
be the case. Complimentary letters or remarks, in reply
to strongly expressed opinions by persons in power, are
no criterion of real {eelings, which must be judged of
by acts. . I can trace eye-service to Government, but no
real service to humanity, in the profession of such of
the community as pretend to take adfy interest in the
matter, Of all the population, the most tender of life
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are the Shriwaks or Jainas, the monied classes, who
possess great influence thronghout the peninsula. They
have 1n several places forced the Rajput, and other
chicfs, to enter 1nto agreements not to peruut the slaugh-
tev of sheep, ete ; but though child mwder within the
sume district was notorious, as far as my hnowledge
estends, they have not so much a~ attempted to stipu-
late for the preservation of human being~ ¥ Again, all
the Rajputs who rear their duughters fecl a direct inter-
est 1 the continuance of the c¢rime by others. They
night at once prevent af, by stipulating before marnage
that therr danghters’ children should be preserved, yet
thongh pressed to take tlus <tep, 1 am not aware (my
remarks are lnnrted 1o this province) ol an instance in
which 1t hag been done I, tacrefore, as has bcen
stated, the community 1in general consider the crime as
one of the deepest dye, they would appe ar to make very
Little use of therr opimuons The facet, 1 fear 1o be, that
the population 1% 1n a state of senubarbarism, with
whom philanthropy, apart from superstitious motive, is
an unknown principle.  They are, of course, the crea-
tures of circumstances; and I say this, simply to denote
that there is no public feeling to ass1st the penal machin-
ery established by us for the suppression of the parti-
cular crime under review 7t

“The general result of the measnres hitherto pursu-
ed, supposing the returns to be correct, are doubtless
wmost satisfactory as far as regards the end for which
they were established, namely, the saving of life; but
they are not free from cvil in other respects, to diminish
which 1s decidedly politic if the object could be attain-
¢d by milder means The distress caused to families by
the feeling, that whenever aceidental death may have

* [This statement 18 quite in recordance with what we have our-
selves noticed in KathiAwda. Sec above, p. 71.]

t [This paragraph 15 followed hy a passage which we have intro-
duced at p. 132, above )
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occurred they are laid open fto be victims of any one
who owes them a grudge, and the entire tearing down
of the Rajput curtain which inquiry inflicts, give rise to
heart-buimings and animosities, even when the resultis
a conviction of innocence of the accunsed, gnd 1s parti-
cularly to be lamented; for 1t18 sometimes 1mpossible
to arrive at a satisfactory decision without such process
The whole system in force 15, morcover, onc of perpet-
ual and harsh mmquisition 1nto the domestic affairs of a
proud tribe, carrying alarm 1nto every family: 1f a wife
be pregnant, 1f a child is born, iIf a daughter be sick, a
messenger must be despatched to give notice to some
supernor power, who, if feud exists—and where does it
not amongst a people like this?—may make cach occa-
sion a handle for oppre<sion or annoyance 1f an infant
perchance die, the family are kept in a stato of apprchen-
sion for an indefinite ime a~ they can never be certain
when an enemy may, or may not, prefer an accusation
aganst them ; and 1t is needless for ine to mention, that
in a state of society ke this, subornation of evidence
is a matter of daily oceurrence ¥

“Neuher can the systemn be rehed on, except during
the pressure of a vigilant supervision, that is becoming
more and more dilficult from the increase of the busi-
ness of the agency. If the heart remain unchanged,
there must be danger of relapsc when that pressure be-
comes relaxed; for we have no warrant for supposing
the voice of nature to be alone sufficient to prevent fall-
ing back into a custom that was not sufficicnt to prevent
its adoption; butI cannot bring myself to regard the
present anti-infanticide measures as other than tem-
porary, to be removed on the entrance of the Jadejas
into the order of nature. I deduce from these reflec-
tions the corollary that, first, there 1s some risk of
the coercive machinery breaking down, from want of

* [The inconveniences here alluded to are undeniable ; but they
form o strong motive io the Jidejfs to abandon the crime which has
given rise to the measures in which they have originated. ]
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power to guide 1t ; but supposing the vigilance of the
Government agents to continue, nutil the end be attain-
ed of the coercive process, there is, secondly, danger of
relapse on 1ts withdrawal. To keep 1t working after
the end has,been gaimed, would be as unjust as perpe-
tual suspension of the IFabeas Corpus Act, after the
riots, for which it might have been suspended, had
passed away  And, thurdly, that the saving of a num-
ber of luman beings, leaving themn 1o be brought up
1ignorance and viee, the annnal part saved, the moral
powers totally negleeted, 12 a questionable boon to the
paities themselves, whatever 1t may be as to 1ts human-
1zing eflects on ~ociety 1n general,

«“Tt 1s cvident fiom the above observations, that T feel
strongly 1mpressed wath the necessity of a line of pohiey
that shall strilfe at the heart, and consequently at the
root of the disease, and aflord a permancnt remedy ; and
I beg therefore to urge the propricty of attempting i
without further delay, Tf1s true that no immediate re-
sult can be expected from education; but the slow
growth of its blessings 1s an argument for no time being
lost 1n the attempt to 1mpart them We may save lile
by the censug, but how can we protect 1t from msery
and neglect afterwards? WHhilst approving, therefore,
of the present cocreive system, I concerve that it should
be looked on merely as a tempoiary expedient, and that
it ought to be accompanmied by healing and generous
measures, namely, an attempt to create a higher tone of
moral feeling throughout the community generally.

“The Infanticide TFund this day shows a balance of
rupees 1,16,786 in hand; and 1 conceiwve that a large
portion of this sum cannot be more judiciously expended
than in the cause of education.*

“This letter has brought to light the existence of
several tribes, by whom 1infanticide is supposed to be
practised; and how hnow we, among the myriads of

* [Thisda followed by the general observations on the fund which we
have quoted at pp. 168-4.]
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the Peninsula, how many sceret crimes of the deepest
dyc are perpetrated ? Itis evident that astate of socie-
ty, where a race of wholesale mmurderers are Jooked upon
with as mnch respeet as others, must be vicious at the
corc. Such being the casc, 1t oceurs todme as fiting
and proper that general <hould be superadded to partial
measures; that the amehoration of the whole state of
society he attempted ; and that our spare funds, raised
from the ecommmmity gencrally, <hould no longer be ex-
clusively devoted to the nse of a particular elass With
this view, | would a@ive every enconragement to the
canse of education, and to ¢very ncans that may en-
Lighteu the intellect and miprove the hieart; aceording-
Iy I beg 1o recommend as follows :

“That a sum of rupecs 4,000 be <et gpart {rom the
Infanticide Fund for the ercction of a sehool-house
On this subject 1 will here observe, that T have reccived
four replics only to the circular letters addressed by me
to all the prineipal men in the country Jon the encoura-
gement which might be expected hom them of ednea-
tion], as bionght to the notice of Government in my
letter No 183, of the 21t Jnne last, and approved of 1n
Mr Chief Secretary Rewd’s roply No 2,096, of the 27th
of the following month  One only of these gave any
definite answer  This was aletfer from Ranmalsinghyi,
the Kuwir {son, heir-apparent| of Drangadra,* wiitten
by himsell in Hindustani, i informing me that he highly
approved of the proposed measure, and would subseribe
20 rupees a year towards 1ts excention.  Had the sum
been somewhat larger, 1 should have solicited the
favonr of Government towards a chiet who had shown
himself so superior 1o his countrymen.

“'That a sum of at least rupees 300 a month should be

* [The chef state of the Jhal4 Rajputs.}

t [The Dringadri family have considerable oriental linguistic al-
tainments} knowing Guyariti, Hindustini, Pcrsian, and a Jittle Sans-
krit. ]
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set apart for the salaries of schoolmasters and current
cxpenses of the establishment.

“That 1,000 rupees a year be devoted to the encou-
ragement of annual cssavs in the vernacular Janguage,
on the subject of 1nfanticide, part as prizes, and the rest
for expenses of printing nnmerous copies of the best
essay for distribution througliout the commuuity  Ths
measure would cnlist the {celings of the rising genera-
tion against the erime, the scholars of the Rijhot college
might catch the sprt of emulation, and 1tis not un-
reasonable to hope, that before wmany vears, a popular
feeling would be created adverse to mfantierde, that
night enable Government to dispense with at least the
liarsh poitions of the present cocicive systein, as the
seaflolding 1< removed on completion of the building
In speahing as I do of the severity of the present sys-
tem, I beg again to disclann the shghtest ntention to
disparage 1t Onthe contrary, I conceive that hnmani-
ty owes a deep debt of gratitude to the exertions of
those gentlemen who have planned and matured the
system It has acted, and still acts, as a tempest that
purifies the atmosphere; but which, nevertheless, no
onc wishes to see of long continuance. The atrocious
nature of the crime, and the impossibility of cradicating
it by any ordinary process has sufficiently, and by the
result most satisfactonily, proved the necessitv of the
rigorous measurcs that have been established. My
views are simply that other mecasures <hould be super-
added, that might the more speedily cnable us to dis-
pense with what is now a necessary cvil; and that the
restrictions on the use of the Infanticide Fund should
be abolished.

“The only objection that the above appropriation of
the Mausuli%* and Fine Funds, as {far as 1 am aware, is
susceptible of, is the engagement’entered into with his
Highness the Gtaikawéad on the subject; hut I cannot

* [Fis#s levied hy the quartering of horsemen and fool-messengers

on the ‘ghief. ]
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conceive, affer that prince had once consented to sur.
render the funds, that 11 would sigmfy to him whether
they were bestowed 1 communicating knowledge, or
m permitting the Jadejas and their friends to enjoy
greater pomp‘m thewr festivals; on the sontrary, his
Highness might natarally be supposed willing to agree
to anything that would so cheaply add to his fame,
and no great difliculty could, I should think, occurin
overcomiug nny ~cruples that nught he found to exist;
at any rate.the British Government 1s master of 1ts own
funds, and these could be applied to mental and moral
purposes, whilst those under the gift of lis Highness
could be spent, as at present,in providing for the body.”

It may be herc mentoned, that a few months before
C‘aptain Jacob’s 1caconable and practicable proposals
about the adoption of educational measures for Kathia-
wad were subnutted to Government, mncipient arrange-
ments for the instruction and enlightenment of the pro-
vince by the most efficaent source of moral regencra
tion, the foundation of a Christian mission, were carned
into effeet. During a long tour through Kithidwad in
1835,—n the larger portion of wluch he enjoyed the
valued fellowship and assistance of the Rev. Wilham
Fyvie late of Surat,—the writer of this historieal narra-
tive became practically acquainted with its claims on
the Christian philanthropy of Burope and 1ts promise 1n
an evangelistic point of view; and having been after-
wards asked to recommend a sphere of foreagn missien-
ary labour to the Irish Presbyterian Church, he briefly
stated its peculianties to that zealous aud efficient
member of the Christian Body, the evangelistic doings of
which 1n the provinece of Ulster are so well known and
appreciated Kathidwad was consequently chosen as
a field of foreign missionary exertions; and the Rev.
James Glasgow, anl the Rev. Alexander Kerr, with
their esteemed partners, came to lndia with a view to
their commencement. The Bombay Government readi-
ly gave them permission to settle in the provinﬁﬁj ‘and
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on their arrival at Rijkot in June 1841, along with the
writer of this notice who sought briefly to introduce them
to their work, they recerved a most cordial and generous
welcome from Major Jacob, Colonel W, D Robertson
commanding the station, and other {riends there recid-
ing, and from several of the chiefs f the penmenla, m-
cluding Surdji of Rajkot, <o unfavourably noticed in the
history of infanticide, who was among them the first of
these chiefs to hear from our lip~ the doctiines of salva-
tion. We had not been long at the place, however, when
we were all se1zed with violent fever, whichin the case
ot Mr Kern proved fatal, while in another 1t had nearly the
same termination Mi Glasgow 1emained at his post, af-
ter his sore bercavewent aud heavy dliction, and next
year he was jogned by lus brother the Rev Adam Glas-
gow,and the Rev Rohert Montgoniery 'The mnission was
farther strengthened i the beginning of 1843 by the ac-
cession of the Rev Jantes MeKee aund the Rev J H

Speers, and 1n 1846 by that of the Rev. James Wallace,
The Gujaritl, and, in some instances, other Indian lun-
guages, were speedily acqmired by the nussionaries  Sta-
tions were forined at Rajkot, Porbandar, and Gogha,
while Junidgad was temporauly occupred  Much infor-
mation by conversation and preaching was commmuni-
cated to all classes of the natives, both at theiwr resid-
ences and during 1ineracies. An Enghsh and two Ver-
nacular schools were fonnded at Rijkot ; and vernacular
elementary schools at the other stations  Thacts and
books were prepared and printed,—prnncipally at Surat,
at which one of the missionaries ultimately settled 1n
.consequence of difficulties of accommodation and ac-
tion at Porbandar,—and extensively cireulated. A few
natives, from both Hindus nnd Muhammadans, were not
wanting as seals of the Christian ministry. The Jdde)as,
with many of whom the missionaries bave maintained
intercourse, have shared 1n their efforts, and have nn-
doubtedly participated in the salntary moral influences
Which they have begun to diffuse around them. They
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will doubtless prove, with the blessing of God, powerful
auxtharies to the canse of anti-infanticide and humani-
ty 1n general throughout the province.

The reply of Government to Captain Jacob’s com-
munication was principally founded on @ minute of
Mr. Willoughby, butit was conveyed to him in a letter
from Mr. I. R Reid, Cluef Seeretary to Government,
dated the 12th August 1342, of which the following are
the most important portions

«“'I'he Governor 1in Conncil considers the explanation
afiorded by yon, of the eirennmstance of noreport having
been submitted to Government on this subject between
June 1837 and Oectober 1811, to be far {rom satis-
factory.” %

“The facts stated regarding the l:’llul\.{x of Shahpur,
strongly illnstrate the evils ansimg from the orders of
Government requiting the periodieal reports on infan-
ticide not having been attended to (Government 1s now
appniced that during the four years now reported on,
‘not a single female has escaped the ruthless efleet of
Jadeja pride.” 1lad this melancholy faet been earliet
reported, preventive measures might hasve long since
been adopted. Kaldji, the cluef of Shiahpur, cannof
plead ignorance m extenuation of his eulpable apathy,
or what may be more justly termed his conmvance, at
the perpetration of infanticide 1n the willages. 'This
chief 1s represented to be a man of intelhigence, and n
1836 was fined 50 rapees as a mark of the displeasure
of Government for having been privy to the conceal-
ment of the birth of his niecce, who, there were strong
grounds for belicving, was put to death shortly after
birth. After the severc examples wluch have been
made in Kathawad, the fine of 1,000 rupees suggested
by you to be imposed on Kalaji seems scarcely an ade-
quate punishment, bkut as Government deems it safe to
err on the side of lemency, even at this late period, in

* [For this delay Major Jacob, who was not in charge of the pp 1-
cal agency during the larger portion of the interval, was in Yio -
responsible ]
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enforcing the engagements agamnst infanticide, the
Honourable the Governor in Council 15 pleased to sane-
tion the proposed fine; and you are requested, in re-
quiring this chief to renew his engagements, strietly to
warn and assure lum that lns continuance i withhold-
ing his cordial co-operation with the British Govern-
ment for the suppmiession of this ernue, will 1nevitably
lead to the sequestration of his tiluka ™

“Adverting to the 8th paragraph of your report, I am
desired to inforin yon, that as the dustrict of A’dhoi has
now, for the first t1me, been brought within the census,
Government 1= disposed to make some allowancee for
the non-observance of his engagenent by the chief who
owns that distiret . but 1t as desnable that he shonld be
warned, i the nane of Governmen', and 1 wuting, that
this will be the Jast time ke will 1eceve such 1ndul-
gence, L am, on this oceasion, desised to vefey you to
the mstractions of Government, contaned 1 Mr Se-
cretary Willoughby's letter, dated the 291h June, No,
1R41, directing yon to extend to A'dboi the measures
which have, for somme years past, been 1 force 1n Ka-
tlnawad, for the prevention of infanticrde,

“It 1% 1n the mghest degree sdtinfactory 10 Govein-
ment 10 observe, ftom the statemenis submitted with
your present report, that notwithstanding the unfavoura-
ble result of the census of the distitet of A'dhor and the
Shabpur talukd, still the excess of wale over fomale re-
gistered births in the province of Kathiiw id, within the
30 Jadejas taluka mentioned by vom, was in 1837-35
only 27; in 1833-39, 29; and in 1839-40, 27; while in
1840-41, the census exhibits an excess of 32 females
over the males.

“'With reference to the 10th and 11th paragraphs of
your report, the Governor in Council regrets much to
perceive that out of scven cases of alleged infanticide
investigated by the Pohiucal Agent, between May 1838
and September 1840, conviction should have followed in
ok 'instance only, although the presumption of guilt



272 NOTICE BY THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT

was more or less strong in four of the other cases, two
only bemng proved false aceusations

“'The (act stated m the 12th paragraph of your report,
that although the Jartwa tribe was not inceluded in the
artangements adopted agaiust the Jadajas, stll that
their adoption has 1ndirectly tended to the preservation
of females among the Jartwis, i1« considered by Govern-
ment to be very ~atislactory, and the Giovernor 1n Coun-
eil will look {orwad with gvent anterest {or your pro-
nused report i aegard 1o this tbe,

“With 1eference 1o the 13th paragraph, I am desired
to requiest that you will embiace the tast opportunity
of institnning 1aquuies, with the view of ascertaining
whether, as 1~ wlleged, the erime of 1nfanticide prevails
among other tiibes 1 Kdthiawad besides those of the
Jadeji and Jartwa, and to mform you that 1t 1s satisfac-
tory to (Goveinment 10 observe that you have suceceded
i obtaiming from the Maunkda and Koanja tnibes of
Wigar, and fiom the Jidejas of Adhoi agreements to
renounce this practice

“The Honourable the Governor in Couneil 1s pleas-
ed to sanction the arrangewment proposed in the 14th
paragraph of your repdit, that the wife or nearest female
relative of the person employed to take the Jadeja
census, be assgeiated wili him in the performance ol
‘his duty, as 1t will doutless constitute another chech
against false returns; you are accordingly authorized t
gsant to such female, during the time actually employ-
¢d mn taking the census, a monthly allowance equal to
half of the salary drawn by the censor, to be debited to
the Infanticide Fund, great care being taken to secure
that the proposed lunitation is duly observed.

“While the Honourable the Governor 1n Couneil ad-
nmits that therc 1s some force in the general observations
oflered by you 1n the concluding paragraphs of your re-
port, he is not aware that it has ever been contended
that public opinion in Kathiawad was so strong against
the crime of Infanticide, as to induce the other clasygs,
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ypontaneously to come forward and actively co-operdte
with the British Government, in its suppression All
that has been urged is this, that the voice of nature be-
ing with s, the measures adopted woald at all events
not be misunderstood, even 1f they are not viewed with
decided approbation. In respect to ihe mqusitorial na-
ture of the mcasures adopted by Government, 1t 15, 1n
the opinion of the Governor in Council, an unavoida-
ble and necessary evil, since by no other means can
the suppression of Infanticide be accomphished,* and
Government must rely on the judgment and descretion
of its agents to prevent the innocent suffering from false
accusations 'I'hese have, on a lew oceasions, undoubt-
edly been preferred, but they have been heretofore in-
variably detegted, and none but the really gulty have
suffered punixhment. [t willafiord the British Govern-
ment the highest gratification to see that happy day
when it can with safety relax the penal measures
now in operation against Infanticide. but, as observed
by you, the present system can only be rehed upon
‘during the pressure of vigilant supervision,’ and even
though other duties are neglected, the agent must never

* [On this piatter the mumutc of the Mi G W (now Su George)
Anderson 1s well worthy of notice  ““CaplainJacol) points strongly the
njury done to the wounded feehngs of Jide)a pride, by the mquisitorial
character of the inquiries the very natuie of the crime compels Go-
vernment to sanction But Captamn Jacob sees, as well as any one
else, that without these very ingmnes the end m view would be as far
from us as ever, and therefore we bave the choice of having mmquiry
80 made, or q!xetly allowing this infant-murder to stalk alroad as rife
as ever. As lo education, if we are to wait for its effects, lo trust to
its infliience, we must look forward perhaps to not less than a century
No, we nust sincerely persist in our present efforts 1 our present sys-
tem to stop thia course of murder; and once effectually checked, we
may hops that the feeling and prejudice causing it may be overcome,
and then the inclination cease  I'o accompljsh that chango of preju-
dice and inchnatmn must be our continued effort; and it is evident our
m& systéifi Hiy alrendy effected much of this. I would strictly
W‘*ﬁr‘}'ﬂ sertainly add to it as much of education ol edecudm-
st vilkadmit.” ]

17
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reltx from that supervision. The complete suppression
of this crime must be a work of time ; but looking back
10 the past, and seeing how much has been effected
within a few short years, Government is encouraged
strongly to hope that a steadyand continued persever-
ance in the measures now 1n operation will ultimately
be crowned with full and entire success. On a refer-
ence to Mr. Willoughby’s first report on this subject,
dated the 24th September 1834, stappears that the num-
ber of Jadeja females then ascertained to have been
preserved 1n Kathmawad of all ages amounted to 696,
and your present report exhibits a total of 1,370, being
an increase of 674 1n less than seven years, which re-
sult exceeds the most sanguine expectations of Gov-
ernment, ' o

“ With reference to the propositions gantained in the
21st and 22nd paragraphs of your report for the ditfusion
of education in the province of Kathawad, I am direct-
ed to inform you that the Honourable the Governor in
Council does not deem it expedient to mix up the ques-
tion of education with that of infanticide; for Govern-
ment has already once determined that the Infanticide
Fund shall not be trenched upon for purposes of educa-
tion ; and that before departing from this resolution, the
consent of himHighness the Gaikawad is necessary. The
Governor in Council is, however, of opinion that you
should xtill endeavour to ascertain to what extent the
chiefs and monied-men in Kathiawad are disposed to
aid in the introduction of a general sysiem qf education
in that province, and to report the result to Government.

“1 am at the same time instructed to signify to yowm,
that if it is deemed desirable, the Governor in Couscil
has no objection to a prize being offered for an essay
against the practice of infanticide, to be afterwards
printed and circulated in Kathiawad ; but that the offer
should be made to the scholars.of the Native Eduia-
tion«Bociety in Bombay, a8 an object.of emuintion
smonget them, and the amonnt thereof - charged b the
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educational funds. Government will, however, awhit
vour opinion on the subject

“ With the view of proving that the British Govern-
ment is resolved to persevere 1n its efforts to suppress
the inhuman practice of infanticide, and in order that
the subject may be kept alive in the minds of the people
of Kathiawad, the Honourable the Governor 1n Council
considers it advisable and expedient that you should
embody the results of the present census 1n a proclama-
tion, noticing in terms of commendation those chiefs
who by these results are proved to have adhered to
their engagements and the reverse of those who have
not done so This proclamation should be circulated
throughout the province of Kathiawad. 1 am on this
occasion desiged to draw your attention to Mr. Chiet
Secretary Norris’s letter, dated the 22nd November
(No. 1,824 of 1834); and to request that you will be
pleased to report whether the instructions of Govern-
ment therein conveyed have been acted upon, and par-
ticularly whether the measure sanctioned in the 8th
paragraph, of endeavouring to induce the heads of those
tribes who give daughters in marnage to the Jadejas,
to stipulate at the time of betrothment for the preserva-
tion of female issue by such marriages, has been carned
into effect, and if so, with what success.

“ With reference tn the 22nd paragraph of Mr. Wil-
loughby’s Report on Infanticide on the subject of grant-
ing remission from, and delays in paymecnt of tribute,
and honorary presents eitherin clothes or money tosuch
of the chiefs of Kathidwdd as may distinguish them-
selves by a conspicuous adherence to their engagements
to remonmce the custom of infanticide, I am directed to
state that the Governor in Council is desirous of being
informed whether the present census does not enable
you to point out any chiefs or inferior members of the
tribe; whe heve rendered themselves deserving of the
indulgences and rewards proposed by Mr. Willonghby.
«r# bgt bonclusion, I am desired to inform you that.the



2 SENERAL NOTICES BY CAPT. JACOR

Honourable the Governur in Council considers you fully
entitled to the high approbation of Government for the
zealous attention you have bestowed on the interesting
question of the final and complete extinction of infant-
icide in Kathiawad.

« A copy of your present report and of this reply will
be forwarded for the information of the political agent
in Kachh.”

The letter addressed to Captain Jacob, from which we
have made these quotations, was acknowledged by him
in a communication dated the 28th November 1842,
which contained various articles of valuable intelligence,
and directed attention to several jnteresting enclosures,

Respecting Jadeja Kald)i of Shahpur Captain Jacob
thus wrote . ¢ Certaih favorable features ig his case, that
have come to notice since I framed my last report, in-
duce me to plead in mitigation, if not remisson, of his
pumshment A small table appended will show that
only eight persons are murmed within his Taluka, who
have eleven sons and two daughters born sinece my last
census. Althoughno daughter was alive at that time,
yet four had been born, and the sickness previous to
the decease of three of these reported; and persons it
appears had been deputed by the political agent to in-
spect and réport thercon—consequently except in the
suspicious case in Bhawiji’s family for which Kalaji
was fined, it seems by no means impossible that the
digproportion between males and females may be ac.
ecounted for by natural causes. In addition to thase

iseumstances, the greater part of the Rajkot Bhéiyéd
waited on me in a body to intercede for Kaldji with
Government, promising 1o hold themselves respomibie
that no deviation from the pledge to preserve hfe showld
hereafter occur in the Shihpur family,. I do mysell
the honor to amnex trauslation of their petition ; and it
appesss 0 me that it would further the camse of Tpmisa
ity if Government wounld be paleased to extend Mﬂﬂéﬂ
grate ¢ the petitionieg chiefs in behalf of theif kilse-
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inan. The leniency could not be mistaken, since the se-
curity it holds out for the future 1s greater than what
would result from disregarding the guarantee as well
as the feelings of so many respcetable Grasias; and it
may be deemed wise to reserve pumshment for cases
where the possibility of 1nnocence cannot be held forth
to enlist the feelings of the people against the measures
of Government ”’

Into these views the Government entered very readi-
ly; and Mr A Malet of the Cinil Service, who was ap-
pointed Political Agent in Kathidwad, in succession to
Mr. Blane, was 1n due tume instructed to carry them
mto cffeet.

Captawn Jacob also reported the readiness of the
Murvi chief tofgllow out the views of Government in
reference to A’dlfoi, and 1o nse hisinfluence for the pre-
vention of lnfanticide among the few Stimras resident
on his estate. ¥ In reference to the Siunras he gave a si-
milar assurance 1n behalfof the ecluef of Dharol This in-
formation was satisfactory to Government, wlich gave
directions that these chiefs should be kept to their pro-
nises.

In regard to the {female departinent of the censorship,
(‘aptain Jacob thus wrote: T 1egretf to say that I have
as yet been unable 1o mahe airangements for securing
the aid of a female censor” «The prejudices of the
Nagar [Brahman] to which the present censor belongs
lead him to demur acceptance of the Government offer. .
The chief difficulty 1s the alarm of being called on per-
sonally to. give evidence before any functionary of Goy-
ernment.in cases of real or supposed infanucide. 'The
Négae caste 18 particularly tenacious of the privacy of
their women ; but this ditficulty may I hope be got over,
as mny’ examination might, I think, be conducted
thrdugh the husband. or at any raté on the understand-
ingahgtihe pardah should be respected. Should his
se:’%g ks, like the Jadejis, are portions of a tribe f'nimk Sindh.

abave,p

d
i
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”

Honor-in-Council view this pointin a different light, it
will, T [ear, become necessary to change the present
censor, who 18 otherwise very well qualified for his of-
fice” The reply to this part of Captain Jacob’s com-
munication was the following. “It is on all occasions
the desire of Government to abstain from making any
innovations on the prejudices of caste when the public
interests or those of the commumnity will not thereby be
endangered, but that as hy the adoption of the plan pro-
posed by Captain Jacob, a great risk would be incarred
of collusion or concealment anotlier censor must be ap-
pointed, unless the individual now entrusted with that
duty will agree to some female being associated with
him who 1s not incumbered with prejudices of the na-
ture mentioned by Capt Jaeob, since it wiJl be highly 1m-
portant that the political agent should have the free and
unrestricted power of questioning the female employed
upon this delicate duty, and that in cases of supposed
infanticide in which her evidence may be required by
the pohtical agent she should give it without fear or
demur of any kind.”

Referring to education as a “ special antidote to the
moral disease under review,” Captain Jacob expressed
his belief that unless the Government took the lead in
the matter dothing could be expected from the chiefs,
adding that the Infanticide Funds were ample for the
object, and repeating his sentiment that being raised
fyom the whole community they could not be better em-
ployed than in promoting the benefit of the whole com-
‘rpunity. "With reference to this matter, Captain Jacob
was again requested to inform Government whether he
had “endeavoured to ascertain the extent to which the
chiefs and monied-men in Kathidwad could be ‘prevail-
ed upon to aid in the introduction of a general system
of education in that ‘province.”

In regard to a prize essay on Infanticide, Capt, Jueob
recommended that the sumoffered should be‘hhen% pay
8 thousand .mipees; that public competition-mhéild be
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wmvited ; and that the Board of Education should decide
on the merits of the competitors. The sums eventually
offered by Government were six hundred rupees for
the best, and four hundred for the <econd best essay, 1f
worthy of r¢ward, the adjudicators appointed being Mr

Townsend of the Civil Service, the Rev Mr Pigott, Se-
cretary to the Education Society, and Dr. C. Morehead,
Secretary to the Board of KEducation The first prize
was gained by Mr. Bhau D4ji, an alumnus of the El-
phinstone Institution No essay was given in worthy of
a second prize

Respecting the injunction of the Rajputs furmishing
wives to Jadejas to stipulate for the preservation of
their female offspring, Captain Jacob reported that he
had complied with the instructions of Government but
had not yet learned the result, adding that he was not
sanguine of success, owing to native apathy and dislike
to interference with family concerns, and to the supposed
unwillingness of the Rajputs to deprive their daughters
of a chance of a Jade)a alliance unless in the case of a
unanimous concurrence The political agent was re-
quested by Government, awaiting the résult of Captain
Jacob’s injunctions to the Rajputs, to prosecute the ob-
ject aimed at.

In reply to the question relative to rewards from the
Infanticide Fund, Captain Jacob stated that, while from
his not having sufficient confidence 1n the accuracy of
the census formerly forwarded by him he was not disis
posed to recommend the bestowal at that time of anyj
honorary rewards on the Jadejas, he thought that small
presents might be given to each of seven Jadejas report-
ed as ‘having four or five female children, if personal
obsetvation confirmed the census. This proposal re-
ceived ‘the approbatiou of Government: '

The most interesting portion of Capt. Jacob’s.letter
waikthe following. I beg to transmit an applicdtion
from the Jim of Nawanagar asking the assistamewof
Gdvemimant for twenty-one members of his bhiiyéd 20
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facilitate the marriage of twenty-iwo danghters, which
I beg to recommend for favorable consideration. The
Jam has all along regarded the anti-infanticide meas-
ures of Government with extrcme jealousy; and it is a
great point gained that he should by the step which he
has now taken for the first time have thus tendered them
a species of voluntary acknowledgment The amount
asked for 1s higher than the sums usually granted by
Government on similar occasions; and an average of two
hundred rupees for each danghter, making a total of Ru-
pees 4,400, nught be considered sufficient.”” The Gov-
ernment sanctioned the payment of five thousand rupees
to the parties indicated by the Jam.

In conclusion, Capt. Jacob annexed an abstract of the
census completed up to the cnd of 1841, making a few
corrections in the previous hists This list gave the total
of Jadeja males 1n Kéathidwad on the 31st December
1841 as 6,106, and of females as 1,662. The number
of male Jaitwas was at the same time 125 and of fe-
males 48  Major Jacob expressed the hope that the
annual report demanded by Governinent could now be
regularly furnithed



CHAPTER X1I

(‘OLONEL POTTINGER’S MLASURELS FOR THE SUPPRISSION
OF INFANTICIDE IN KA(HH— VISIT TO KACHH OF SIR
JOHN MALCOIM—IDUCATION O THE RAO DESALIT
AND HIS EARLY DISIRTS FOR THIL ABOLITION OF IN-
FANTICIDE AND OTHELR ( RIVMLS—RITPORTS AND EXER-
TIONS OT COLONTT. NTIVILLE AND MR. MALET-ATIIL
VIGOROUS BFTORTS OT THT kY 0.,

WE have already incidentally referred to Major [now
Sir,] Henry Potunges as the snecessor of Mr Gardiner
1n the residency at Bhuy, the capital of Kachh e was
carly distingmushed as a courageous and suecessful
castern traveller; and he was generully and deservedly
cstecmed an oftheer of abibily and detcrmination, as he
hassince sufficiently proved himeelf in the hgh appoint-
ments which he has held connected with both the Im-
perial and East India Company’s Services  He entered
on his office 1 Kachh in 1825, At"thss tine, the Réo
Déralyi, the prince of the provinee eleeted by the Jade-
jas 1 the remarkable encmnstances alieady mentioned
by us, was only about eight years of uge.  Major Pot-
Ungcr2 accordmg to ﬂr%ementﬁ al<o qlrcady referred”
lo, wags member and président of the regeney by which
the dffairs of the statc were wanaged during lhis mmorn-
ty. 'The cireumstance tended, to the increase af British
influence in the state, as well as facilifated the gansac-
mmipf business

Mﬁj or Poutinger’s carly cflort~ 1n behalf of the aboli-
tion Ogigfg\numde, and of the difficulties cncountered b,y
him, Werfkﬁn thus smmmarily exhibited by himgelf, in
a ketfer addressed by bhim te Mr. C. B Frevelyan, de-
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puty secretary to the Government of India, and dated
the 31st August 1835.

¢ The suppression of Infanticide appears to me by far
the most difficult subject that we have ever had to dea]
with in India; Salis, or the immolation of children on
the Ganges, were nothing when compared t01t.  They
simply required the fiat of the Government to puta stop
to them in our own territories, but to even check infant-
icide we have to oppose not only sentuments which are
strong cnongh to suppress the common feehngs of hu-
man nature, and 1 may even say of the most savage
wild animals, but to interfere in the most secret and sa-
cred affairs amongst the higher classes of natives, of
womgen ; {o1 no onc who has been a short time in India,
and has used his powers of observation, can have help-
ed percerving how ferupulously every man pretending
to respectabibity refrains {rom any allusion to his fe-
males old or young

“ When I tirst came 1o Kachh, ten years ago, 1 set ont
with all the zeal of & new conmer to 100t out the practice,
but I soon discovered mny mstahe  The Mehtas, sent
at my request, by the regency, were either eajoled
by false r1eturns, or expellied from towns and villages,
not only by the classes charged with the crime but by
the other inhabitapts whom long habit had taught to
view the business with indifference 1f not absclute ap-
probation ¥ I next got the darbdr to snmmon all the

* [On the 27th September 1326, Jlajor Potuinger forwarded to the
Bombay Government * a Wikt of he fermlé Jidejs children that
were living on the 1st of the presed¥ Phative} year > It comprehend-
ed only 143 names. I have made an arrangement,”” he wrote on this
occagion, ‘“ 1n concert with the other members of the regency for the
hirth of every child, (whether male or female,) that occurs in a Jéde-
Ja’% family being reportéd to the Darbér, and as all deaths are to be
testified 8t thE game timé in the same manner, Ihope these procautions
will effectually put a stop to any mstances of infanticide that méy still
be occasionally practised.” This measure was approved "y. the
Gavernor in Council, who considered it extremely desirable thata
similar check shoyld, if practicable, be introduced into’ Kéthidwid as
the Politicafgent there was insinedistely informed.]
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Jadejés to Bhuy, and partly by threat and partly by per-
suasion, arranged with them to furnish quarterly state-
ments of the births within their respective estates, This
plan I saw from the outset was defective, but it was the
best I could hit upon at the moment. It proved how-
ever an utter failure, within six months most of the
Jade)as declared their inability to act np to their agree-
ment, even as far as regarded their nearest relations

« Several fathers, for instanch, assured e that they
dare not establish snch a serutiny regarding their grown
up sons, and the few censuses that were furnished, 1
found to have been drawn up by guess work, from what
may be termed the tittle-tattle of the village. My next
1dea was, that, as all the Jidejas profess to be blood re-
lations of the,Rdo of Kachh, they nught be requested to
announce 1o him a< the head of the tribe, ax well as
Government, the fact of their wives being enceinte, and
eventually theresult  The «cheme appeared feasible
to the ministers, but when we proposed 1t to the Jadeja
members of the regency they receaved it with feelings
of equal disgust and horror. T'wo modes further, sug-
gested themselves of carrying our object. The one to
use dircct authority and force, but that would no doubt
be at variance with the spint if not the letter of the
treaty. 'The other to grant a portjon to every Jadeja
girl on her marnage  This latter method, proposed to
the Bombay Government by my predecessor, (Mr. Gar-
diner,) had been cxplicitly negatived, and that negative
had been confirmeg hy tf Honggr rable Court of Diree-
tors; under these jcireudligtances 1 was obliged to re-
main fuiet. Sir John Maleolm came to Bhuy in March
1830. He made a speech to the assembled Jadejas on
the enornaity of the crime, and t%i théfn & English
nation would force the East India ompanWo%mqolve
all gonnexion with a people who* persisted in it. The
Jﬁtﬂﬁﬁs of course individually denied the charge, but

' "ﬂmrwuﬂs inquired from me how the Governor
cmﬁd talk so to them ata moment wheti we yere court-
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mg the fmendship of Sindh, in wlneh child-mwmder 1s
carried to a much greater extent than even 1n Kachh,
for it 1s a well known fact that all the illegitimate off-
spring born to men of any rank in that country are 1n-
diseriminately put 1o death without refercnec to sex.%
Subsequent 1o Sir John’s visit, an impostor of the name
of Vijaya Bhatt went to Bombay, presented a petition to
Government setting forth my supineness, and offering 1f
furnished with some peonsto do all that was required
'I'h1s petition was relerred 1o me to report en, which Idid
as 11 merited, and matters lay inabeyance tll the young
R#o was 1nstalled 1n July, 1834, when he adopted the
most decided steps to enforce that article of the treaty
which provides for the suppression of infanticide. He
took a paper from the whole of his brethrgn reiterating
that stipulation, and agreeing to abide the full conse-
quences if they brokeat. I officially promised the Rao
our support in all his measures, and we have been
watching ever since for an occasion to make a signal ex-
ample, but the difficulty of tracing and bringing home
such an allegation will be understood from ths letter,
and it would be ruin to attempt to do so on uncertain
grounds and fail I do however thinkthat our best, per-
liaps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who 15
most sindere in his detestation of the crime, and lus
wish to stop 1t.

“I quite concur with Mr. Walkinson} that infant-

* [The mnurder of llcgitimate children 18 dread{ully prevalent, there
e reason to fear, through all the native states of India A few years
ago a rapresenttion was made on the custom to the Bombay Govern-
ment by an humble Dhed of K&thidwad ]

t [The n&rty kere referred to is an old Juina priest, nearly deaf,
named (;uul Kbinti Vijayn Though he made a wrong movement m
this case, and his propoded appliances were most nadequate, his zeal
fo1 the abolition of infaniiciée was creditable to hum as a native.}

i [Mh Laacclot Wilkmson of the Bombay Civil Service, who was
at this time 7 calously labourmg for the abolition of Infanticide 1 the
minor Rajput nlgles of Central India under the political supermtend-
ence of the Government of Tudia.}
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icide 18 carried to an extent of which we have hardly
yet a complete notion 1n India The Rio told me very
bluntly, that he had just found out that a tnibe of Mu-
salmans calied ¢ Sammas,”% who came originally from
Sindh, and now 1nhabit the islands in the Ran, paying
an 1ll-defined obedience to Kachh, put all their daugh-
ters to death merely to save the expense and trouble of
rearing them, He has taken a bond from all the heads
of the tribe to abandon the horrid custom, but, as he
justly remarked, he has hardly the means of enforcing 1t

“I had no intention when I took up my pen of say-
mmg so much, but have been insensibly drawn on to tell
you all I know of Infanticide in Kachh. Of its origin,
I can only repeat the general tradition of its being a
scheme hit ongby one of the Jadejas to prevent their
daughters, who cannot marry n their own tribe, fiom
disgracing their families by prostitution. The Jadejis
of Kachh have, perhaps, adopted all the vices, whilst
they have few or none of the saving qualities of Musal-
mans No people appear to have so thorough a con-
terapt for women, and yet, strange to say, we often see
the dowagers of households taking the lead in both
public and private maitters amongst them. Their tenets
are, however, that women are innately vicious, and it
must be confessed that they have good cause to draw
this conclusion in Kachh, in which 1 strongly suspeet
there is hardly one chaste female. 'We canunderstand
the men amongst the Jadejds getting reconciled to in-
fanticide, from heaing it spoken of fiom their very
births, as a necessary and landable proceeding, but xev-
eral instances have been told to me where young
mothers, ynst before married from other tribes,and even
bronght.from distant conntries, have sirenttously urged
the destruction of their own infants, esen 1n opposition
to the father’s disposition Yo save themn  This 1s a state
of things for which T confess I cannot otfer any explan-

[O1 the same stock onginally as the Jade)is.]
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ation, and which would astonish us in a tigress or a
she-wolf.”

To this important communication, we would take the
liberty of adding a few supplementary and illustrative
remarks.

1. Colonel Pottinger's zeal for the abolition of in-
fanticide 1n Kachh, we are persuaded, eflected every-
thing which could be done for the suppression of that
atrocity, in the absence of absolutely coercive ineasures.
To these, in the first instance at least, that distinguish-
ed official entertained great repugnance, founded on
what he conceived to be the restrictions of the treaty
and the political exigencies of the case. He was doubi-
less perfectly conscientious in his judgment of that
agreement and these exigencies. In ousshumble inter-
pretation of the objects of the treaty, however, we con-
sider that it allows a sufficiently broad margin for such
coercive measures as were adopted in Kathiawad in
1834, and as have been ultimately resorted to by
the Réo Desalji himself, acting on his own authority and
with the advice of the British Government. The power
now legitimately exercised by the Rao could formerly
have been exercised by the regency, though it must be ad-
mitted not with that degree of personal influence which
the Rao individually possesses. In the wmatter of in-
fanticide, moreover, all the Jadejas who enjoyed the
British guarantee were respgmsible by treaty to tie
Bntigh Government, Had Colonel Pottinger persever-
ed in his original adwmirable plans for the registration
of Jédeja births, and measures even still more inquis:-
torial, no blame could have been lggitimately attached
to him by any of the nobles or ignobles of that unnatu-
ral fratesnity

2. 8Sir John Malcolm was accustomed to make most
enthusiastic references to his address to the Jadejar on
the subject of infanticide on his visit to Bhuj in 1830
It ix thus noticed in a despatch of the Bombay Govern-
ment to the Court of Directors, dated, the 10th Augus!
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1831. “Our president took this opportunity to express
his sentiments most fully on the subject of 1nfanticide,
'The Jadejas knew, he said, the solicitude of the British
Government for the abolition of that most barbarous
crime, which so far from being countenanced or sanec-
tioned by the usage of Hindus, was held in utter exe-
cration by all of that race except the few tribes of Raj-
puts by whom 1t was introduced and continued to be
practised from motives of family pride. The Jadejis
of Kachh, he said, had long been reproached with this
horrid and inhuman usage, the abohition of whieh had
never ceased to be ardently desired by the Briush, one
of whose principal motives in contracting and maintain-
ing the connexion with Kachh was 1ts hope of accom-
phshing this Rghly valued object. He feared, he said,
that little respect had been paid on this head by the Ja-
dejas to the 17th article of the treaty of 1819, and he
was well aware that men did not readily abandon the
customs of their ancestors, but he felt it his duty to de-
clare to them that by continuing the practice of Infant-
icide they incurred the risk of losing the protection of
the British Government.”

3. Colonel Pottinger founds his principal expecta-
tion of the abolition of Infanticide in Kachh on the per-
sonal and official influence of the Rao Désalji; and his
efforts and arrangements for the instruction and train.
ing of that young prinec=were of thefmost judicious and
meritorious character. Had he been his own son, he
could not have been mord attentive than he was to hig
intellectual and social interests  After securing for
him instruction 10" the Indian langnages, he placed him,
for the acquisition of English and general culture,
under the care of the Rev. Jamgs Gray,—formerly of the
High School of Edinburgh, but then the chaplain of the
station, specially selected for it by 'Sir John Malcolm,—
a gentleman of unbounded benevolence of character,
dxslinguished literary taste, poetical distinetion, and ex-
emnplary Christian zeal. Mr Gray was enthusiastically
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fond both of his charge and its special duties, to which
he devoted as much attention as the usages and inter-
ruptions of a Rajput palace permitted. The progress
of his-pupil was in every respect as satisfactory as could
have been expected ; and he displayed the ‘most amia-
ble and hopeful traits of character and ardent attach-
ment to s tutor, to whose respected memory, on his
lamented death in September 1830, he erected a hand-
some menumentin the camp burying-ground at Bhuj %*
Sir John Maleolm regretted much that he did not know
a chaplain at this time on the Bombay establishment
fitted, by his knowledge of the Indianlanguages and
customs and desire of native 1mprovement, to take Mr
Gray’s place ; and failing to get vne of the Scotch mis-
sionaries, with whom he entered 1nto cemmunication
on the subject, to leave his peculiar evangelistic work
to undertake that duty,—the great importance of which
he readily admitted, — and to enter the educational

* A very interesting biographical notice of Mr Gray, by lus son-n-
law the late Robert Cotton Money, Esq , C. 8., for some time Assisi-
ant Resident at Bhuj under Colonel Pottinger, is printed in the On-
ental Christian Spectator for May 1831  Respecting his connexion
with the Rao 1t 18 there thus written ¢ Soon after Mr Gray’s arrival
m Kacbh_ [m 1826], several respectable natives, driven perhaps by
cunosity alone, continually visited him, and, as some have told me,
they thought a padre must know more thgn any other wan  QOn ob-
serving the freedom from prejudiee which the mhabitants of this singu
ler Iittle country have, hé¥onsidered if'no nn]'kely thing to gain at last
adinttance to the young Rio a#his preceptor He was fortunate in
possessing the friendly opinion of Colonel Pottinger on tlus point,
whese influence as Regent durmg the boy’s nunority was meritoriously
employed 1n cullivating the future King’s uund, and moulding 1t to a
form more suited to rule with European pridence and decision than
agiental pomp and eriminal pariahty By the Resident’s permmssion,
and the approbation of the other members of the regency, dnd to the
great delight of lus after favourite pupil, Le cominenced Ius Iabours as
his tutor He used to attend at the palace four tinfes in the week.
The hiberality of Government placed in lus hands the means of fami-
hanzing the minds of the natives with the elements of Astronoiny
Nothuing used to delight im more than these trips, from which he 1e-
turned with deeper feelings of affaction for the young Réo
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service of Government with liberal offers of prefer-
ment in that department, he left the tutorship vacant
for a short time. On the recommendation of Colonel
Pottinger, Captain John Crofton of H. M.’s 6th Regi-
ment, a gentleman who had received a university edu-
cation at Trinity College, Dublin, uitimately succeeded
Mr Gray, 1n 1832, and faithfully and effectively con-
tinued the work of instruction which had been so hope-
fully begun  The periodical reports of the progress of
the prince by that officer to Colonel Pottinger were
very encouraging, while at the same time they were ju-
dicious and discriminative.

On the 8th of July, 1834, the Rao entered on his
duties and privileges as ruler of Kachh, the regency
having been tarminated a year sooner than had at first
been intended, on account of the progress of his High-
ness in education and training,

On the succeeding day, His Highness addressed the
following letter, written in his own hand, to Lord Clare,
the Governor of Bombay ’

“I have had the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s
letter of congratulation.—By the favour of the British
Government, T have been early placed on the throne
of my fathers.

“T feel all the sentiments 1n the letter of your Lord-
ship: they are good and kind. I hope by doing justice
and showing mercy, to make my ignorant people know
that I am nota tyrant, but a king, and father over them

“Since 1819, Kachh has much improved It is owing
to the good and strong rule of my friend and benefactor
Colonel Pottinger Then there was war, now there is
peace. He has made good arrangements. I have thank.
ed the President 1n the public Darbar, and often 1n
private, for ail his kindness. Now, my Lord, I much
like the approbation of the British ‘Government myself,
and, therefore, I hope your Lordship will thank Colonel
Pottinger for all the good he has done to me, and to my
subjects as President of the regency for many years. |

18
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bave sent out u Proclamation against the murder of Fe-
male Infants; and this bad custom shall end.

«I hope to do many other good and proper things with
the aid of my friend Colonel Pottinger He knows all
my plans, and he will wnte to your Lordskip whatever
1 do.

“1 desire very much the constant friendship of the
Bnitish Government 1 request of your Lordship to ac-
cept my friendslip and gratitude, and to overlook my
writing and style, which are not yet fit for the eyes of
your Lordslup —I have, cte ”  Ra'o D&'sani’ %

An extiact of a letter of Licutenant Crofton, dat-
ed Mandavi, September 30th, 1834, and addressed
to Colonel Pottinger, will enable the reader to form
a correct judgment of the Rao’s attainggents and cul-
ture.

“1 have felt considerable regret at the exaggerated es.
timate of the attainments of His Highness, formed by
partial yudges, which has gone forth to the public through
the newspapers of the Presidency, but whieh I trust, for
the sake of the Rdo, and what he most respects—truth
—1may meetwith as httle credence from (fovernment, as
the numerous libels of late uttered against yourself, The
statement, made in my report of Apnl last, 13 that which
I consider 1o be ngidly correct: and no angmentation
to the literary attainments of His Highness has been
since made ; for, you are fully aware thatall the studies
under me have been suspended since June last, and that,
during the last four months, the time and attention of
the Raeo Bave been devoted to patient and toilsome in-
vegiigations into state papers, claims, and privileges,
and in carrying into execution numerous salutary re-
forms, in effecting which your exertions were so long
thwarted by ignorange, obstinacy, interest;gnd intrigue.

# That the knowledge of English adguired by . his
Hlighnesy.is meagre must be admitted, and that 2 Jang-

8. Spectator, 1684,
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er time and different circumstances would be required
for obtaining a sounder and more extensive acquaint.
ance with a language, difficult even to the cleverest
foreigner in Europe  Sull, though pot an English
scholar, HissHighness very nearly approachesto an Eng-
lish thinker, and in manner and 1n feeling more resem-
bles the English gentleman, than the Indian raja  Per-
haps there 1s not another instance in Indian history of
a prince, like Rao Désaljt, having made such a rapid
progress in letters, orhaving attained, at so early an age,
to such a strength and vigor of intellect  The clearness
of apprehension, and the patience of investigation,
which he has evinced since he came to the throne, and
the justice and mercy of all his acts, alike prove him to
he wise aboveshis years, as 1o have benefited by the
knowledge of European laws and ethies

“The happiest results may be anticipated from a rule
so auspicrously commenced, and must mdeed follow
from the firmness and mildness which His Highness
has displayed, particularly 1n sonme late trying circum-
stances at Mandavi while removed from the benefit of
your counsel, in whieh he has proved himself capable,
by thinking maturely and then acting promptly, and fear-
lessly putting down the factions of all classes—even
those formerly protected by reverence lor caste 1|
naturally must feel anxious, wlhile de«rous of not ex-
aggerating the acquirements 1n Enghsh of His High-
ness, that the Government should be fully acquainted
with the sound common sense, keensightedness, patience
m  inquiry, judgment, justice, mercy, and temper,
with which the Réo transacts the affairs of his country,
and how closely he scrutinizes every act of Govern-
ment, to compare it with the pnnclples ou which he has
read and been told that it proceeds. In his private and
dompstie ehmracter, he is a rare instance of all that is
amjable and virtuous; and is as free from prejudice and
bigotry as any Hindu can be, without relinquishing that
faith of whick he must be, as Ré#j4, the nominal profes.

N
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sor; if not thereal believer.% I canappeal to yourown
jntimate knowledge of this young prince’s character for
all that I have said in his praise: and it must be obvious
that by treating him more like a petty European Sove-
reign than as an Indian Ra)a, in our cormAnunications
with him, we must increase in him the high opinion he
already entertains for all that is English.

“] need not observe to you, that the Rao of Kachh
will be the first to hail the adoption of English as the
medium of pohtical correspondence, for, as he lately
remarked 1n your presence ‘the language of Persia is
not the language of truth but of compliment, and the
worst of all original tongues for business.’

“In parting from His Highness, I have presented
him a letter of friendly advice, and urgedshnm by public
and by private motives to pursue the course afgood rule,
which he has =0 well and so ably commenced, recom-
mending him 1n all his difficulties and doubts to seek
the guidance of the British president, and to remember
that so long as he should merit the alhance of the
Bnitish, the same power, which had defended and se-
cured his claim to the throne, would never ceage to sup-
port him in all his just measures and rights, against the
evi} and rebellious of his subjects,

“In conelusion, I beg leave most respectfully to ex-
press the deep sense of gratitude which I feel, for the
steady support you gave me through a delicate and dif-
ficuit duty,~and for the approbation of my humble ef-
forts 1o effect, under your instructions, the abjects of
Goxernment.”

The Court of Directors, as well as the Government of
Bombay, were much gratified by the accounts given by
Colonel Pottinger and Mr. Crofton of the personal cha-
raetez of the Réo, of the reforms contemplated. bwhim

* {“Few or no kings huve lost their thrones on becoming Cht:,q
of the Oriental Christian Spectator. And surely, itm"ﬂw
mpme Gévertment of India 46 Christiun, the wuborditnts (vt
saaiyte. of thi vountey, cen. s Cllxistiin aleo,
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1n his public and private establishments, of his mode of
conducting the affairs of his state, and especially of his
determination to enforce the article of the treaty which
forbids female Infanticide Of this fact Hix Highneess
was duly informed.

We may be, excused for introducing into this place,
as directly, bearing on the matters now referred to, an
extract from a journal, addressed to a friend, of the first
missionary tour in Kachh, performed by usafew months
after the Rdo came into the possession of the full pow-
ers of his sovereignty.

« February 23rd. Colonel Pottinger kindly introduc.
ed Mr. Fyvie and me to the Rao Désalji. He received
us at the palace with much cordiality, and proved very
affable. )

“ The report of the attainments of His Highness, pre-
sented by Mr. Crofton to Colonel Pottinger on the re-
signment of his charge on the day that the Rdo ascend-
ed the masnad, and which ie printed in the Oriental
Christian Spectator for January last, appears to me to
be remarkably candid and correct

« His Highness’s acquaintance with the English lan-
guage 1s considerable. Of its vocables he has a credit-
able store, and a tolerably ready, though not a very
correct, use. *While of the English literature and sei-
ence, properly so called, he has hittle knowledge, he has
a general acquaintance with English life, and manners
and customs. As an oriental linguist, he1s deserving
of much praise. With the Kachhi, Gujarati, Hindustani,
and Persian, he is familiar; and he is able to speak and
read them with fluency. He is distinguished for his
good sense; and manifests a vast deal more of correct
and amiable feeling than I have seen among any of the
grafidees in India. There are few, indeed, of the na-
tives of Bombay, whom I should prefer before him in this
respéct.’ There is a modesty on the one hand, apd a
“engaﬁ@}mpj,m»}he other, which I have seldom .seam
united im a.native of Asia. He is represented by those
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who know him as free from the prominent vices for
which many of his predecessors were so lamentably
distinguished, and which led to the misery of their sub-
jects and their own ruin. He is much respected and
beloved by his people, as well he may; andy under God,
he may prove'to them the source of the greatest bless-
ings. He has commenced his reign, by dgclaring his
determination to suppress infanticide; to prevent an
increase of the Pawaiyds, (Bunuchs and Sodomites,)
who have formerly not only been tolerated in the coun-
try, but received from 1t state endowments, and been
recognized as entitled to receive per annum a loaf of
bread and four pice from every inhabitant of the land,
and to discourage other evil practices ¥ In reference
to infanticide, he has brought all the Jade)as under new
and strict engagements; and an offender he has signally
punished. We took an opportunity of commending him
for what he has done 1n this matter, and encouraged him
to persevere. le expressed himself 1n a satisfactory
manner on the subject: and clearly showed that the
common feclings of hnmanity have full play in his
breast. 1 cannot say so much for any other Jadeja
whom we have scen, either in Kathiawad or Kachh.

“ The Rao 15 certainly superior in some respects to the
suﬁerstitions of the country  His suspitions of the va-
nity of idolatry, however, are not sufficiently strong to
lead him directly to discourage its practice. He iives

* ¢ To watch the progress of crime 15 most awful In all Jidejd
towns there is a large population of those degraded wretches the Pawa:-
yha, inmates of brothels for the most abomimable wickedness. Mandavi,
Nawéinagar, Gondal and R4jkot are the chief seats of these debased
specimens of humanity, In Mandavi there are 40 houses of Pawaiyds ;
in Bhyy from 16 to 20; 1n Nawdnagar, 40, There are noste in the
Jhils villages, sud in Jundghd only one or two. In Réjkot, Dharel,
Murvf, Gondal, and Dhovaji, several. The Jidejés are, with fow ex-
oeptions, in every way a disgrace to the name of man.”--Report on
Infanticide of James Erskine, Esq., 80th June, 1837, A fow of these
unhappy bsings, who in the first instance are brought 46 vice and
woetchednessrby their parents, are seen oven in the British terkltovies:
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in an atmosphere of contagion; and he has not escaped
infection. He observes heathen rites; and he latel
yielded to the solicitations of his mother, and repaired
a temple which had been long ncglected. The horrid
practice of Sati, he has not yet opposed A poor delud-
ed woman of the town burnt herself with the body of
her husband, about two month- ago

« His Ihghness seemed aware that C'hristians profess
to worship only the great Creator, and that the English
have no 1mages in their temple«  We regretted to find,
however, that of the principles of Christianity he has no
knowledge Iis cunmo<ty on the <ubject, it was not
difficult to awaken  He 1eadily 1ecerved the books and
tracts, which we gave to him, questioned u~ as to their
contents, and promised to read them I have hittle
doubt rthat he will act according to his declaration, He
observed that he 15 convinced that the English could not
have attained to then present gieatnes~ without a good
iehgion. The books with which 1 presented him, were
Mr. Gray's translation of the Gospel 1n Kachhi, % and my

* «The Gospel 18 not only the first bwok pruted, but the first book
written in Kachhi It was viewed as a great cumosity The Rio
mentioned that while the language mwhich 1t 1s written is generally un-
derstood, and spoken hy the lower orders of the people, 1t 15 never
used even for a single note, and, of course, never taught in schools
He added, that Gujarati and Hindustui are spoken by great numbers
of the people, understood by all, except those m the north, who follow
a pastoral Iife and have no villages, taught 1 schools, and used, more
particularly the former, m all correspondence  The Resdent, and the
Mimsters, expressed their assent to what he smid on this sulject As
all this authority possesses the gieatest weight, as the testimony which
we have received from natives, and our own ohseivation agree with it ;
and ag books in Kachhi can be read only by those who read either Guja-
rit{or Hindusténi, it seems to follow us a consequence, that we oughtto
conclude that there is no occasion for multiplying them at present.
Were missfonuries settled i the country, they would of course seeck
the'sducation of the lowest orders and prombte their instruction through
the lahgnage nost familier to them Mr. Gray, in makng his version
of the Gospikls, (for I hare now learned from his munshi that he trase
Inted the whtle of them,) contemplated of course the use of them in

|

comkekion ‘with Kucbhi echools, which if God had epared him, his
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two Exposures of Hinduism, and Refutation of Muham-
!;nadism. The Réo read the introduction to the Refuta-
tion of Muhammadism in Hindustani, and observed
that the discovery of truth must be the result of discus-
sion. He seemed to0 derive much pleasuse from the
anticipation that the pamphlet would prove a curious
treat to the darbar munshi. Mzr. Fyvie presented His
Highness with a copy of two of the Gospels, and Acts,
a Summary of the Holy Secriptures, Foims of Public
Worship, and a vanety of small tracts in Gujarati. He
read a portion of some of the tracts, and conversed a
little about them. He told us that Mr. Crofton had in-
formed him that the Bible had been translated into many
languages; and we took occasion to tate the motives of
the Christian public in giving it a univergal circulation,
and noticed the contrast between their conduct and that
of the Brahmans, who prolubit theiwr followers, not of
the sacred order, from perusing the Védas, and that of
the Musulmans, who propagated their faith at the point
of the sword  We promised to send hnn, throungh Col.
Pottinger, complete copies of the Senptures in ¥nglish
and Gujarati. He said that he would .receive them
with mueh pleasure ’

« His Highness seemed to be quite famibar with the
statistics of his couniry  Colonel Pottimger mentioned
to s, that he is an excellent man of business, and in-
ierested even in the minutie of his affairs. He spoke of
both bis instructors with much interest. He has erect-

besevolence would Lhave prompted him to estabhish. 1f the present
peaceful state of the country continue, the Kachhi language [as spoken
ia this country] will probably perish in the course of half a century
None will regret its decease, for no treasures of knowledge will perish
with it. All the friends of the religious improvement of the people
will hail their universal accessibility through the medium, of Gujarfts
end Hindustin{, in which ¢he Seriptures, and a variety of Cheistise
puiblications, already exist. I have made these observatiohs with the
view of discharging a duty which ] ows to the Bombay Bibly Saciety,
fts whose behalf I edited the Kachh{ Gospel, to which refaenbe ks
Mt made, and the other phianthropic institutions whose. sphore.of
labour is the Wt of India.”
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ed a monument-to the memory of Mr. Gray; and he of-
ten peruses, he observed, a valedictory letter of advice
addressed to him by Mr. Crofton We recommended
him to observe its counsels, and remarked that his own
welfare and the weal of s people, must ever much de-
pend on the attention which he pays to 1ts precepts, and
other moral instructions which he has received. Yatha
raja tatha praga : as s the king, so are the people. Mr.
Money’s death he noticed with much regret. In Colo-
nel Pottinger, he scemn 1o have much confidence, and to
him he evidently bears both great aflection and respect.
The Enghsh, in general, he considers as his true
friends. They are so i1n cvery sense of the term  To
them, under God, 1s he 1ndebted not only for his edu-
cation, but eyen for his throne and the peace of his
country, which a few years ago was the scene of ra-
pine, plunder, and bloodshed. May he speedily learn
from them the way of eternal life, and receive, through
faith in the Son of God, the salvation of his immortal
soul, and ecnter 1nto that kingdomn which passeth not
away! -

“ When we werc about to leave the room in which
His Highness received us, he begged of us to wait to
see a gigantic Zangibarian slave whom he had lately
obtained in a present. We sat till the African Hercules
came to make his salam, and 1n the interval conversed
with the king on the subject of slavery. We were de-
lighted to hear him announce, that he not only treated
his slaves with kindness, but that he had given them to
wit, on the occasion of the desertion of two of them, that
they might all take their departure whenever they might
feel inclined. %

* « The Rio, on our rising to return home, after a long interview,
propesed to show us all the curiosities of his palace and palace-yard,
He personaity pornted out to us every object of insterest, What struck
us most wes the darbir room of the Réo Lakhd. It is constructed with
w-tnste- highly treditable to the workmen of Bhuj; and. it contsins
wany. grmaments brought from Hollend by a Kachhi who visited that
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«1 do not recollect any thing else worthy of particu-
lar notice 1n connexion with our gratifying visit to the
Réo. I have always viewcd him with the greatest inter-
est, especially since Sir John Malcolm made to me the
proposals with which you are acquainted We sent a
few pamphlets in Gujarati to his father, Bharmal)i, who
has been at liberty for several years, and who is now
conducting himself with general propriety. %

«Many natives called upon us in the afternoon
From thc darbai inunshy, who was formerly with Mr
Gray, I reccived a satisfactory account of the manner in
which the Kachhi version of the Gospels was execut-
ed.”

Litile, or nothing, after this, was heard of the pro-
gress of anti-infanticide measures 1n Kaehh for two or
three years; thongh it was generally believed that the
Réo was continuing to make his influence bear on the
abolition of the inhuman custom which was so destruc-
tive of the character of s trihe  In 1838, Colonel Pot-
tinger had his political charge extended to Sindh, where,
as resident at the C'ourt of the Amars at Haidarabad, his
services, prior to the commencement of the unfortunate
expedition to Afghanistan, and cspecially 1n connexion

couniry upwards of a century ago The Rao has an excellent collec-
tion of horses , and he evidently takes great dehght in inspecting them
Those of the breed peculiar to the country, are very superior as Indian
steeds. We saw, for the first time, specimens of the lions found
Kathiiwad and Parkar, &c They are as large and fierce-looking as
any which I have seen elsewhere We also observed some specimens
of a small and curious deer found 1n Sindh

* Bharmalji owed his liberty to Sir John Malcolm, who in his minute
ori Kachh thus writes of hun —¢ The ex-rio, I had been assured was
peaitent for s former crimes, and sincerely attached to his son, and
was believed to have abandoned all hopes of restoration to the rank he
had by his conduct forfeited . . . And as I found the young prince,
the minister, and all the Ja.de_]a chiefs anxious on the ground of hopour-
able feeling for the removal of the appearance of confinement (for it
was pothing more), I had no hesitation in complying with thelrve-
guest.”’
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with the treaty for the navigation of the Indus which
was negociated by him, were of the most important
character. On the 21st February 1839, the following
letter was addressed by the Bombay Government to
the acting essistant resadent in charge (afterwards resi-
dent) in Kachh, Captain P M. Melville, a distinguished
staff-officer of the Bombay Army

«Sir,—I am directed by the Hononrable the Gover-
nor in Council to transmit to you an extract {from para-
graph 18th from the report of the Political Agent n
Kathiawad, on female mfanticide for the years 1835 and
1836, and with referencc to the previously expressed
abhorrence of the Rao of Kachh of the erume of in-
fanticide, and the mcasnres he has already adopted for
its suppressn, to request that you will be pleased to
embrace the earliest opportunity to concert measures
with His Highness for the complete extinction of this
revolling crime as far as hi< influence and anthority may
extend.

“T am on this occaxion desired to state, that Govern-
ment look forward to the most beneficial results from
His Highness exerting his influence 1n inducing his
tribe to abandon this inhuman practice

“ The first measure which snggests itself to Govern-
ment to be adopted for the eflectual suppression of this
crime, is to cause a census to be taken of the Jadeja
population of Kachh, a measurc which has proved high-
ly beneficial in Kathiawad.

“The Govefnor in Councilis of opinion thatthe form
of the census should be the same as that observed in
Kéthiawad, and that the same should be renewed annu-
ally.

“A formn of the Kathidwad census is 1nclosed for your
guidance.—J. P. WiLroveHBy, Secretary to Govern-
ment.”

To this communication was added a form of the cen-
sus prepared by Mr. Willoughby for Kathiawadin 1884,
ayd since used so beneficially in that province. It
may be here introduced.

v
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of female life.  This rarity of a spared Jade)a princess,
however, died in infancy.

In a despatch dated the 5th May 1839, Captain Mel-
ville reported to the Bombay Government his proceedings
consequent on the instructions just now quoted. To
the proposition made by him respecting a Census, His
Highness in the first instance demurred, as he considerd
it to be repugnant to the feelings and privacy of Rajput
life. He suggested, however, that a meeting should be
convened of the Jadeja chicfs for the purpose of devising
measures for the suppression of the barbarous practice.
To this proposal Captain Melhille cordially acceded A
meeting was accordingly convened, and the result,
which was very discouraging, was thus described by
him 1n a letter of the 5th May 1839 :—¢ The chiefs as-
sembled in considerable numbers, and at the Réo’s par-
ticular request I attended their meeting 1n the palace at
Bhuj T addressed them in strong language, assuring
them of the universal horror with which the crime that
unfortunately distinguishes the Jadejas is viewed, and
urging them by every motive I could suggest, to unite
in an earnest cffort to remove the stigma which rests
upon their name. A long conversation enabled me to
ascertain and to estimate with suflicient precision the
sentiments and feclings of the assembly The con-
tinued perpetration of the imiquity was not denied; it
was lamented indeed but extenuated and almost de-
fended; and 1 withdrew after an interview of several
hours, with the conviction forced upon my mind. that of
all the Jadejas assembled not one man, His Highness
the Réo excepted, entertained a sincere wish to put an
end to the foul practice of Infanticide, or if left to him-
self wounld stir a finger for the purpose” The discus.
sion on the subject continued for many days. A plan
for establishing a fund to aid the poorer Jadejds in ef-
fecting the marriages of their daughters was proposed ;
bﬂjti!;hotggh it was warmly supported by the Rée it did
not meet with general concurrence  Captain Melville
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was ultimately informed, ¢« That the assembled Jadejas
are ready and agree to furnish a census of their popula-
tion, 1f required; but they would be better pleased [O
trustworthy men !} if the Bnistish Government would
continue to repose in their prince, the Réao, and in them-
selves the same confidence as heretofore ; and they, on
their part, promise to exercise a stricter watch 1n their
several districts, and duly to report every case of infan-
ticide which might come to their knowledge.” Captain
Melvilie advised the Rio to take advantage of the con-
sent thus yielded and to institute the census. He
clearly saw the necessity of 1mmediate action, for he
found that infanticide was still most lamentably prac-
tised to an 1incredible extent throughout the country
“The Jadeja population,” he wrote, ‘4may number
about 12,000 adult males [this was an over-estimate, as
we shall afterwards see], and 1t 1s the opimon of well-
informed persons that 1t would be ditficult to produce
500 females, born 1n Kachh of Jadeja blood Nor is
the crime, I fear, confined to the Jiadejas properly so-
called. Many branches have from time to time been
detached from the genuine stock, some by degradation
and itermixture with foreign classes, and some by con-
version tu the Mubaimnmadan religion. These separate
tribes passunder the general denomination of the dhang
[the dissolute]; their number may be about 5,000 men,
and in all the practice of infanticide, to a greater or
less extent, has been continued through every change of
name and habit, and exists at the present hour.”
Captain Melville was of opinion that the suppression
of infanticide was easier of accomplishment in Kathia-
wéd than in Kachh; but this the Bombay Government
admitted only so far as opportunities of forming suita-
ble connexions for fethales are more frequent there than
in Kachh, where comparatively few Rajputs, except the
Jédejas, are to be found. To counterbalance this
advantage, it was justly added, Kachh had & .prince
willing by example and anthority to co-operate withthe
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Bnitish Government 1n the suppression of the crime
The power of the chief of the Jadejas in Kachh, justice
requires us further to add, 12 but limited, for previous to
the benevolent interference of Britain in behalf of that
provinece tlre Rao there was rather among the chief Ja-
dejds the first among equals than a gencral sovereign.
It is well that Britain has been all along trying to give
unity to the Kachh admnistration, without subverting
the privileges of the nobles in that country, whose ju-
nsdictions, however, 1t might be well still further to
limit by some established system of representation at
the darbar

Captain Mclville was requested by Government to
assure the Rao that every support would be afforded
him 1n carryimg into effect the measure~ necessary to
enforce the fulfilment of the Jade)d engagements to
suppiess infanticide  In i< despatch of the 23rd May
1839, he reported that the Rdo had commenced his ar-
rangements for the cen<us, but that a party, of consider-
able rank and and 1nfluence, had urgently requested that
this measure should be postponed till they bad arrang-
ed with the tribe—fir~t to duninish by common consent
the customary and well-mgh compulsory expences of
Jadejd marriages; and sceondly to establish a fund to
atd in the marnage of their poorer daughters. The
Government assented, from an 1mpression of the ex-
pediency of canying the Jadeyas with it in ulterior
movements, while hope was entertained that they were
acting bond fide. Captain Melville, on the 18th of June,
reported the detection by the Rao of a case of infant-.
icide committed by order of a Jadeja grandfather, The
criminal in this case was fined proportionably to his
means, on the advice of the Bombay Government.

In Mareh 1840, Colonel Pottinger, who had returned
from Sindh, took s final leave of ‘the Kachh darbar,
before proceeding to England « I visited his Highness,"
he writes to the Bombay Government on the 24th of that
month,” at a public darbér held for the express purpose
of giving m% my final audience, and at which there was
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a very large assemblage of Jadejas and other persons of
weight in the country. After I had conversed some time
on various topics, I told his Highness that there was one
subject on which I looked back with the.deepest regret,
on quitting Kachh, which was, the small progress that
had been made during my long residence at the Bhu,
darbar towards the abolition of infanticide. I took a
review of all the measures that had been proposed and
adopted during the last fifteen years, and concluded a
lengthened discourse by distinctly stating to all who
heard me that the day could not be far distant when the
Brnitish Government would insist on the rigid fulfilment
of that humane stipulation of the treaty which abolish-
ed child-murder 1 said that the Jadejds could not
doubt our ample power and means to emforce that en-
gagement ; that we had been anxious to leave it to them
to devise the best manner of proceeding, but that they
must not mistake the forbearance and patience which
had been evinced for indifference, or suppose that we
intended to abandon the great object 1n view. His
Highness the Réo entered most warmly into my feel-
ings He interpieted my observations in detail in the
colloqmal dialect, 1n order that they might be clearly
comprehended, and declared that he fully participated
in every syllable I had expressed, and assured me that
no exertion should be wanting on his part to bring about
a final and complete abolition of the degrading and
wicked practice, for which his brethren were unhappily
so notorious. He thanked me must gratefully for the
advice I had so opportunely given the Jidejds, ere it
was too late to repair their evil course by voluntary
amendment, and cmphatically called on all those of the
tribe who were present, not only to reflect themselves on
the warning they had received from me at the moment
of my final departuré, but to communicate what had
passed to their families and relations, with the objeet of
remoying the foul stain, which (added His Highu‘e‘ds}
Colonel Pottinger has justly told you is soinhurosn and
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sinful, that Kachh, notwithstanding its now bappy free-
dom from most crimes common to mankind in general,
is looked upon throughout all the world as a country
distinguished for one atrocity, which throws every good
quality it may otherwise possess into the shade.’

“The Jadejas who were at the darbar admitted,
through their spokesman Jaymalji of Térd, and Maira-
manji of Mhawa, the undeniable truths that his Highness
and I had told them, reiterated their oft repeated pro-
mises of setting about some effectual plan for a reform-
ation, and begged me to be assured that my parting
injunctions should neither be forgotten nor neglected.”

Those who know the man and the <ubject can easi-
ly understand what Colonel Pottinger’s discourse must
have been, bogh in manner and matter. It produced the
mos! beneficial effects. Within a few days after the
Colonel’s departure from Kachh, the Rdo intimated to
Captain Melwille his ardent desire to frame some effec-
tual plan for the suppression of infanticide, which could
be reported to him before he finally left the shores of
India. He proposed the establishment of a darbar mehta,
with assistants in every district, to procure a census;
but to this Captain Melville demurred on the score of
expence, the lack of trustworthy agents, and the pre-
judices of the Jidejas. His Ilighness then caused a
deed to be drawn up, which was exccuted by the Jade-
jas, containing four articles,in which they strictly bound
themselves to render an cxact annual census of their
own population in their respective districis; to give in-
formation of every case of infanticide within fifteen days
of its occurrcnce, or failing 1o do this to pay such a pecu-
niary penalty as might be exacted, and to furmish a re-
port, supporied by the testimony of four witnesses, of
every premature or stll birth; to allow all finesinflicted
1w violation of the preceding engagement to form a
fund auxiliary to the marriage of poor Jadejas; and to
receive the assistance of the darbér in scnding one or
two of its own mehtds round the country to ‘direct and’

19
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assist the chiefs in framing the census. Captain Mel-
ville proposed that in addition to the mehtas of the Réo,
onc should be employed dh the part of the British Go-
vernment in testing the census made by the chiefs,
which on the proposal of Sir James Carnac, was sanc-
tioned 1n the modified form of devolving this duty on a
clerk already employed 1n the residency with a small
increase of salary. He failed to induce the Réo, in
imitation of the Gatkawad and Satird (fovernments, to
put an cnd by proclumation to Sati,—the kindred crime
of Infanticide, though sanctioned as a rite by Hindu-
ism,—1wo cases of which had just ocenrred. He receiv-
ed the highest commendation of Government for s
“zeal, judgement, and humanity” m his diseussions on
infanticide with the Rdo and other Jadejés.

The census prepared by the Jadejas was forwarded
to Government,—along with an able and intcresting,
but pamful, report,—by Capt. Melville, on the 8th De-
cember, 1840 From Captain Melville’s communiea-
tion we make the following extracts.

¢ The census has been rendered by the chiefs, in ful-
filment of the first article of the agrecment into which
they entered with the Darbir. But theereal agents by
whom tlic ¢enminerution has been made, are 1wo mehtis,
deputed by the Raounder the fourth article of the agree-
ment, who have visited every town and village in sue-
cession, and drawn up the register of cach according to
a prescribed form. These mehtas are Musalmans of
good repute, and of sufficient respectability. I have no
reason whatever to doubt their honesty, but they are not
men of such intelligence and high character as I should
wish to see employed on so important a duty, When
the census is to be renewed in the following year, J
purpose proposing to his Highness to change the agents,
in order to guard against collusion and deception ; and
as a further check, 1 intend to depute the mehtd now
employed on the part of the British Government in W3-
_gar, to points selected at random, and where his pre-
sence cannok be expeeted.



RESULTS OF THE CENSUS. 307

«QOn an examination of the Table, 1t appears that a
population of 8,247 souls is composed of 4,912 males
and 335 females It must #ot, however, be understood
that this is the real proportion betwecn the male and
female part of the entire Jadejd population; it is merely
the proportion between males and females born of Ja-
deja parents, and now living. The wives of the Jade)jas
and the mothers of the children are not included, be-
cause they are all foreigners belonging to other tribes,
and therefore have no pait in the present calculahon.

“Of the females enumcrated, 77, 1t will be seen, are
married, and these reside, for the most part, without the
province ; 42 are betrothed, but have not yet left their
native homes; and 216 are 1n a ~tate of celibacy  There
is one, and only one, widow among the whole number,
and but three orphans.

“It will be scen that there are now living 149 male
and [only] 45 female childien under one year of age;
and 592 male and 89 female children between one year
and five. Again, between the age of 5 and 15 there are
1,291 males and 103 females; between the age of 15
and 25, 963 male~ and 86 females. It may be calcu-
lated, therefore, that the number of female children pre-
=erved, during each of these periods of tnne respective-
ly, has borne the following proportion to that of the
male children, viz
During the last year ..... ... .... 1 to 3 3decimals.
During the five last years  ........ 10 &5
During the 10 years preceding ....1 to 125
During the 10 yearsagain preceding 1 to 11-2 "

“By adding the several columns together it will be
found that the survivors of all born during the last 25
years, 15 years, five years, and one year respectively,
answer to the following numbers, viz.

25 years......2,995 males, 323 Yemales; or, 92 to 1
15, ....2032 , 237 » or, 85 to 1
5 4, ..ol o, 13, or, 55 to 1
1, o 148, 45 " or, 33 to 1

1

”
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# This decrease in the relative numerical superiority
of the males may be also ghown in another manner. 1
assume the mortality, {rom natural causes, of the two
sexes 1o be equal; and on this assumption it follows
that the proportion which one sex bears te the other,
among the survivors of any specified date, must ac-
curately represent the proportion which existed among
those living at that date. 'There are now cxtant, of all
that were living—

25 years ago. . .... 1,917 males, and 12 females.
15 »” o .. 2880 ,, and 98 '
5 " ceee. 4,1 0 and 201 "
1 yearago . .. . 4,763 , and 290 ’s

«1t results that the males and females thenliving bore
to each other the following relation, viz :—

25 years ago . . . .. ... as 1597 to 1
15 ” e e eeeen as 293 to 1
5 39 erenaeeeena as 207 to 1
1 39 eee evesens . as 161 to 1

“And at this moment the proportion estimated 1s
146 to 1.

“The conclusion which may, I think, be diawn from
the above calculations is, that the practice of infanticide
has decreased since the period of our connexion with
the Kachh state, and that it is still diminishing in a very
sensible degree. This degree will, 1 hope, be greatly
accelerated by the progress of the measures now in
operation for the extinction of the crime. The censue
will be renewed next year; and an addition will be
made to the register, showing *the births, deaths, and
marriages of the preceding 12 months. Under the
second article of their agreement, the chiefs report to
the Darbar all cases of premature or still births or deaths
under suspicious circumstances, of the newly-born chil-
dren. For neglect of his duty on this point, the Rﬁo
fised the chief of Motald 200 rupees. The onlyoﬁi
finle hich has been inflicted, since the comimenegitiant
of the “censtis, is thit ‘iaposed upon Dhalji, of Pékit;
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after an imprisonment in the Hill Fort of more than 12
months The sum, therefore, of 1,200 koris is all that
has as yet been appropriated towards a fund for the as-
sistance of the poorer Jadcjas,in defraying the marriage
expenses of their daughters.

“In the 13th paragraph of my report of the 6th May
1839, I have stated that infanticide 1s less prevalent in
the district of Wagar than in that of the Abrashia, and
I have assigned, as a reason for this, that 1n Wiagar
there are families of Wighelas with whom the Jadejas
can intermarry, whereas on the Abra<hid the Jadejas
arc alone, 'The truth of the*fact is proved by the pre-
<ent censng, as we find the emuneration of the tribe in
Wiagar gives 888 males and 94 lemales, being a pro-
portion of 94 to 1; while that of the Abrashia by itself
gives 1,724 males and 95 females, bemng u proportion of
18110 1.

“In the 7th paragraph of the same Report, I have es-
“timated the number of the Jadejis at 12,000 In tlus
estimate T included both the pure and mmpwue Jiadejas;
but experience has shown me that 1t 1s far tco ngh, of
taken as the number of the adnlt malcs, thongh 1t may
not be very far from the truth, 1f considered 1o comnpre-
hend all the males of every age The present census
comprises only the Jadeja Bhaiyad, the royal brother-
hood or clan. 'The branches whicl 1t includes are the
Khengar (to which the Rao himself belongs), the S4éb,
the Raéb, the Deda, the Bhimani, the Amar, and the
Hala. Itwould be very satisfactory could we believe
that infanticide was ceénfined to the Bhalyad; but unfor-
tunately it is but too certain that the baneful example
has spread among other and more numerous tribes, It
is calculated that the various families which have from
time to time been sepaiated from the stock of the pure
J Ma;u, and which are now acknowledged only as spu-
rioys and degxaded offsets, amount at least to 7,000
males : to these must be added 3,000 for the Muhamma-

M,Mes, ;gzhmh have been similarly parted and amid
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all this population the crime of female infanticide is
systematically and ruthlessly practised.

“ What steps can be taken to check and extinguish
this hoind vice, and so large a number of pcople, is a
question of the gravest moment. The Bhaiyad is but a
third part of the number; the larger portion is not com-
prehended in the Brntish Guarantee, and cannot be
brought under the operation of our existing treatics with
the Kachh state  To the Rao alone, therefore, we must
look for the application of any cocrcive measures ; and
His Highness 1s startled at the 1dea of criminal proceed-
ings against so powerfuln body of hi~ subjects. Nor,
indeed, do I know that such stiingent measures are im-
mediately desirable. I wonld rather scek to persnade
the Réo to eall upon the lcading men wf cach tribe
(where such can be found) to enter into compacts, bind-
ing themselves and all their followers and rclations to
abandon the dreadful habit, and thus to obtain upon
them such a hold as may justify the infliction of sum-"
mary punishment hercafter. I'his 1s the best plan which
I can at present devise ; but my 1nformation is not yet
sufficicntly cxtended, or my views mnatured, to enable
me to speak with confidence on this momentous branch
of the suhject, and I therefore beg to be permitted to re-
serve 1t for a future report.”’*

* On the subject of Sati, the kindred crime of Infanticide, Captaiu
Melville added —¢¢] have taken frequent occasion to discusy with the
Rio the subject of Sati, and to urge him to denounce the cruel rite,
but His Highness will not allow himself to be prevailed on to exert his
power to this end. Inreply to all my arguments, he refers me to the
Jédejis, and reminds me of what,in the abstract, I cannot deny, that as
the head of the state he 15 bound to consult them on every groat ques-
tion, and to abide by théir advice. In conformity with this rule, H
Highness has arddressed to his Bbaiyad circular letters demanding their
opinioms regarding Sat{, and has assembled them in my presemce, that
I might hear them-speak for themselves. Without a single exceplion,
the Jidején support and defend the rite of Sati, while their prince re-
tnadns profeasadly neutral. Ihave endeavoured all along to prevail on
the Réo fo act for himself, well knowing that a body of, ignorant men
Yike the Jadejhpioan never be induced tp abandon any part of théir sn-
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On the 11th of January 1841, Captain Melville thus
intimated the issue of an important proclamation by the
Rio, caleulated to hasten the 1xsue of the complete sup-
pression of infanticide in Kachh

“I have thc satisfaction of reporting for the informa-
tion of the Honorable the Governor 1n Council, that His
Highness the Rio has issued a proclamation, addressed
to the “ Sammatari-no Patar,” (a designation which in-
cludes every tribe and family tracing their descent in
any way {rom the Sammas, and thereby claiming affim-
ty with the Jadejas,) warning them that as the evil
practice of infanticide which has hitherto prevailed
antong the Jadejis has heen at length put down, it will
not be permitted to continue among the other tribes
which have ®llowed the bad example, but that every
cage which may come to the knowledge of the Darbar
will be very severely punished  And m order to faci-
litate the detection of the offence, the proclamation
further declares that an informer shall receive as a
reward one-fourth part of any fine which may be in-
flicted op conviction of an offender; but that a false
accuser, or an accuser who fails to fully substantiate
his charge, will meet with immediate and condign
punishment.”

Capfhin Meclville annexed a hist of the tribes to which
this proclamation specially apphed, which 1ncluded all
of them in which the practice of infanticide was known

cestral superstition, unless urged by some more powerful motive than
the sitaple dictate of virlut or humamty I believe that they would
bow, and willingly low, to the mandate which forbids Sat{; and that
if the R4o would exercise the moral courage required on his part to
issue the injunction, the nite would be af once and without a murmur
abapdoned. For the future I skall oppose, unlers utherwise instructed
by the Honourable Board, the proposition of the question in amy form
to the J4dejss in a body, and trust to time to bring ahout a change in
the Réo’s feelinge, which may render His Highness as sincerely desirous
of employing all the power and influence of his station to abolish Sati,
ws he most truly and evidently is to put an endto Infanticide.”
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to exist. % These tribes ure scatfered throughout the
country ; and the authorities could hear of no men
among them likely to prove useful instruments for work-
ing upon the masses.

The Government, in acknowledging the reteipt of Co-
lonel Melville’s communications, expressed the high
sense entertained by it of the “zeal, wisdom, and dis-
cretion which had distinguished his efforts for the sup-
pression of infanticide 1n Kachh”; its entire satisfaction
with the proclamation issued by the Réo; 1tsregret that
His Highness had not yet been prevailed on to abolish
Sati in his own dominions by his own authority, as had
been done by his Highness the Gatkawéad and the Ra-
jas of Satard and Kolapur and the chiefs of the Rewa-
Kéantha and other districts; and 1ts hope that Mr. Malet
of the C. S., Colonel Melville’s efficient ruccessor in the
residency at Bhuj, would use his best endeavours to
get trustworthy persons employed 1n the Jadeja censor-
ship, which should also, through the Pohtical Agent in
Kathiawad, be extended to A’dhol.f

In September 1851, Mr. Malet reported to Govern-
ment a case of Infanticide by a female of the Hothi
tribe, said to have commitied the cvil deed, or to have
allowed the child to perish from hunger, when she was

* <« 'List of Tribes passing under the common designation of © Sam-
métarf,’ or descendants of the Sammés, (but not Jidejds of the Bhai-
y4d) among which the practice of Female Infanticide 18 known to pre-
vail, .

Tribes which have become Musalman. Ker, Samm4, Nutiyr, Abadé,
Gejan, 8ir, MandarA These are supposed to number about 3,000
shales.

Tribes which are still Hindus. Kandarde, Pasayjyd, Abadd, Bhoj-
de¢/, Kara Réo. These have branched from the De'da. Gajén, Rio,
Dal, Mor, Dader, Dunyi, Hépf, Barech, Butd, Ustiyd, Nangiys,
Jesar. These have branched from the Gajan. Kémya, Hotht, Third,
Mokalsi, Othf, Waransi, Choghe'r, Bhimani, Viriwal, Kandéghari.

These Hindu tribes are supposed 1o number about 7,000 mgles.

/3 T was in consequente of this requent that Majey Jaoob, procyred
thé census of A'thof referred o at p. 255.
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in a fit and her husb#nd was absent. For concealing
the crime the husband, named Udhdji, was fined by the
Réo a hundred konis, in default of which he was to suffer
imprisonment for one year, a punishment certainly too
lenient. The criminal stated 1in mitigation of his offence,
however, that the head of his tribe had never consented
to put a stop to the crime of infanticide. This brought
to the recollection of the Rio that the persons charged
with the proclamation forbidding infanticide had been
informed by the Hothis of Bandard and Tumadi, that
they did not intend to abide by the Rfo’s orders on this
pownt. They were accordingly called to Bhuj for con-
ference, when they requested some days to consult the
goddess Mata, under whosc protection they had been
ostensibly loeated 1n their lands and villages for several
generations. This ¢ divinity,” they afterwards reported,
gave them no orders on the subjeet ; and they declined
to make engagements without her injunctions ¥ The

*The following epistle of the Hothis s both pamful and curious. “The
worshippers of Mati Kunar)i and Dansingh;i wrnite to lns Highness the
Réo De'salji —You have sent here Thikur Righui, he has told us
not to destroy our female children, and called us and the Tumadiwils
to Bhuj, after which we came heie and took the orders of Matyi, but
this is not the order of Matdyi, so we cannot keep our children alive
without the order of Mat4 Formerly the Sihib and Lakmidis Mehti
called us,®and said, that our giris would not be unjustly taken by the
Darbir, to which purport they would give us a writig, and that we
should agree not to put to death our female children, but at that
time we neither gave a writing nor recened one, but now His High-
ness says thal we are to preserve our female children  On this we re-
quested the orders of MAt4ji, but MAt4){ gave us no order, therefore
we eammot preserve our children Those who formerly among us pre-
served their children, and those who married them have perished, and
have left no pustenity. How, therefore, can we preserve them?! We
aze the faithlul servants of te Réo, and from the power of MAt4ji and
the Réo-our characters in former time were preserved (when they did
not consent to stop child-murder) ; why should it not be so now, when
% is in your power? This place was privileged by your ancestors
fourteen generations ago, since which time il has alweys remained an
asylum ; therefore do you give an answer tc the Sihib on this subjert,
for we ennsiot consent to thin.” Asufiiciently plain avowal of systemat-

mmw
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Rio’s own superstitions feelings fade him hesitate for
some tunc about the course he should pursue with them ;
but he was willing to follow the adwce of the British
Government. The representatives of that Government at
Bombay,—on the suggestion of smtable tompulsory
measures by Mr Malet,%—wecre of opinion, that ¢the
heads of the Jadeja tribes having declared the crime
punishable if committed by any of his subjects, the
Hothis ecame under the samce obligation as others, and
if detached in the perpetration of the erime, should be
made liable to the same punishments.”

The resnlt of the procecdings in Kachh in the Hothi
case was thus notified by Mr. Malet.

“After acquainting his ¥ighness with the sentiments of
Government, I had a long conference woth him on the
methods to be pursued towards the Hothis, both as af-
feeting them and with reference to the Jade)a bhaiyad,
and those other tnbes who are by the Rio’s proclama-
tion anicnable to pumishimnent for infanticide. His High-
ness consulted lus mimster and scveral of his bhaiyad,
and the result of the conference was, that to recede {rom
the demand onginally made ou the Hothi chiefs for
their agreement to abstain from infanticide and fora
census, would weaken the arrangements now in foree,
and greatly dissatis{y the Jadeja bhaiyad.

“ 1 need but mention two principal reasons for these
conclusions, with which I beg most respectfully to state
my concurrence : firstly, the especial sanctity of Matd
Bandara and Matd Tumadi, the abodes of the principal
chiefs, would effectually prevent the discovery of in-
fanticide unless the census were duly taken, and even

* 1. “To send mausuls [horsemen or tool-messengers hilletted till
the demands which they enforce are complied with] at,a daily increas-
ing rate, until the chiefs consent to sign the agreement. 2. To geques-
trate the girds of those refusing to sign the agreement within a stipulat-
ed time 3. To remove from the country ell those who persist iri car-
mitting a sin, which the Darbdsr and the British Government have de-
termined, ua far as their means cam snayre to put a stop to.””
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if discovery could be inade, would render His Highness
ever dependent on our aid for its punishment: second-
ly, the Jadejas would be dissatisfied at finding that a
tribe, which, although many of 1ts members are of pure
blood, is inferior to their own, could refuse, with at least
present impunity, to concur in what thiey had agreed 1o,
they would repent their own conduct and cver endea-
vour to evade their engagement

“ For these reasons His Highness the Riao deternmined
again to endeavonr to procure the assent of the Hothi
chiefs to the abolitionof infanticide and to acensus. To
strengthen s persnasions, 1 informed the Hothis that
T was rcady to enforee their obedience to the Réo’s or-
ders to discontinue 1nfanticide, and that the two Go-
vernments wduld severely pumish the erime, foreibly
pointing out to them the cv1l consequences of their con-
tnmacy. I consadered it better for various reasons, with
which it is nnnecessary to trouble (tovernment, not to
procecd to Bandard or Tumadi 1n person

“ Notwithstanding the Rio's endeasours and the per-
suasion of the respectable peisons he sent to the Hothis,
they were 1nflexible, and His Highness was compelled
to request my aid. 1 therefore addressed letters to the
chiefs of the two villages, 1 which, after stating the
1easons for my interference, I informed them thatit was
His Highness's firm deterimnation not to allow persons
guilty of infanticade, and disobedient to his orders, fo
reside in his dominions, and that they were allowed
fifteen days for preparation to leave the province. I sent
these letters by 20 Maustil Swars [horscmen), 10 to each
village, thinking it better to avoid by such parties the
possibility of the chiefs involving themselves further by
resistance, and to show the other tribes the conscquences
of disobedience to their own Government. I am happy
to say that the objects were effected, the Bandara chief
repairing to Bhuj the next day and the Tumadi chief the
ddy after. There appeared at Tumadi, at first, a dispo-
sition 10 resigt, but it soon evaporated.
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“I enclosc n translation of the acknowledgement by
the Hothis of their improper conduct, which I consider-
ed 1t right, as a memento, to affix to their agreement to
abstain from infanticide in future. With this exception,
it is the same as that given by the Jadejés, and trans-
mitted to Government by Lieutenant-Colonel Melville,
in his letter of the 11th April 1840.%

The proceedings of Mr. Maletand the Rao in this case
met with the entire approbation of the Government, at
the head of which, at this time, was the Hon. G. W,
Anderson They were of a very decided character.

The infanticide report of Kachh for the year 1841 was
presented to the Bombay Goveinment by Mr, Malet on
the 1st July 1842. 1t brought to notice his zealous en-
deavours for the accuracy and improvement of the
census, and contained the following statement, which
called foirth the commendations of Government both to
himself and the Rao .

“] am happy to observe the more just proportion of
females to males under one yecar old 1n this census
Last yearit was 1 to 3 31; this year 1t is 1 10 1-22; and
although infanticade must be sull inferred, 1 think it as
satisfactory as could be cxpected  The S84éb, Amar,
and Ajani tribes have actually more female than male
children of that age.

* «J, Hothi Kuwarji of Badi Bandara write, that there was a ireaty
made between the English and Kachh Governments in the year Sam
wat 1875, A.D 1819, in the 17th article of which all the Jideja Bha'-
y4d agreed not to destroy their female children ; in that agreemerit the
whole of the tribes concurred. Theiefoie the Darbér many times has
rerterated 1ts orders, but we, from our foohishness, did not agree to this,
but now Munshi Gul Muhammad came to our village to make the
oensus, and we would not, according the custom of the country, allow
him to take it. This was on our part a great fault, therefore the Sir-
kiéir eent on us 10 Mausil Swirs, and we went and prayed for pardon
of our offence from the two Sirkfrs, and agreed, according® io the
agreement of all the Jidejis, to keep our children alive according to
the four paragrapbs written underheath, ete.

Here follow the four paragraphs contained in Enclosure 3, fo Colo-
wel Melville’s letter of the §1th April 1840.”—9th Janumry, 1848,



INFANTIGIDE IN KACHH, 317

“On the whole Jadeja population, the proportion of
females to males has risen from 1 to 14'6 last year to 1
to 10°5 this year. The married and betrothed females,
deducting of course those under one year old in both
years, were, last year, 1 to 1 268; this year 1 to 1-127,
a shight but satisfactory increase.”

Of the Rao’s earncstness and deternunation in the
suppression of infanticide, and of the clficient assistance
teceived by bim from the Residency and the Bombay
(Government, there could be no doubt.



CHAPTER XIII

MR. MALET'S REPORTS ON INFANTICIDE IN KA'THIA'WA'D
AND 1HE NOTICE TAKEN OF THEM BY GOVERNMENT—
NATIVE ESSAYS ON INFANTICIDE.

Tar first of the regular annnal reports on Infanticide
inKathidwad was forwardcd to the Bombay Government
on the 27th September 1843 by Mr Arthur Malet, trans-
ferred from Kachh to the political ageney in the more
southern province. The Jadeja returns showed an in-
crease of 137 males and 195 females, the totals being
6,243 and 1,857 Those of the Jaitwis gave a total of
153 males and 25 females  Those of the Stunra showed
that the practice of infanticide among this Muhamma-
dan tribe,—portions of which were found in the Nawa-
nagar, Dharol, and Murvi districts,—had notbeen gene-
ral, though extensive, 1he total at the end'gf 1842 being
351 males and 141 females. The A’dhoi Manka-Ko-
ranga returns exhibited totals of 69 males and 25
females. Donations, as usual, had been granted from the
Infanticide Fund in aid of the marriage expences of poor
Jadejas females. Only one case of suspicion of infan-
ticide had arisen in the course of the year; but it had
originated in an crroneous report of the sex of an infant.

The conclusion of Mr. Malet’s report was as follows:

“The censor employed up to the end of 1832, though
a trustworthy man, could not be prevailed on to permit
his wife or ahy mear female relation to take a pait in
his duty. 1 bave this year therefore been obliged to re-
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move him; and he is replaced by a karkun hitherto cm-
ployed in the judicial department, named Rémchandra
Krishnaji, not so intclligent a person, but considered
trustworthy. T regret, however, that 1 have not yet
found any respectable person so free from prejudice as
required by Government in the sixth paragraph of that
letter. The wife of the presentmchtiisto be examined
1 her own house ; and this examination, if necessary,
can be conducted by the Political Agent or an assistant
More than this I sce no probability of attaining at pre-
sent.

«T carefully explained to Jadeya Kaldyi of Shabpur
the consequence of any future deviation fromn his duty,
and wrote the same to the ¢hiefs who interceded for him.

“The A’dhel census wall i future fa 1 under the Poli-
tical Agent 1n Katlhidwad *

«With reference to the seventh paragraph, T have
taken every opportunity personally to imculeate on the
chiefs the neeessity for thewr contnbuting towards the
spread of education in Katludwad, and I addressed let-
ters also to them, but 1 much regret 1o say without suc-
cess, I shall not, however, lose sight of this most desi-
rable object, concerning which 1 hope at some future
period to address you more at large. As connected
with this subjeet I may mention, that the missionaries
from the North of Ireland of the Presbyterian persua-
sion are endcavouring to found schools in this province.
The stations they wash, I believe, more particularly to
occupy are Réjkot and Porbandar. Surdji, I am told,
prownised them ground to build on, and the Rana has, T

* [The district of A'dho{ in Wégar in the eastern portion of Kachh,
as has been already mcidently noticed, belongs to the. Thikur of Murvi,
the descendant of Alij{ the eldest son of Hamir (seo p. 50) murdered
by Jdm Réwal, who claimed the sovereignty over it in opposition to the
Réo of Kachh, the descendant of Khenghr, *the second son of Hamir;
bt the point at issue having been most fully and ably investigated by

“J-hﬂ,mthonty of the Bombay Government, under the special conunission

. & G. Lumsden, of the C. S , the claim of the R&ja of Murvi
t0 the snvereilggty of the larger portion of A'dhof was satisfactorily es
tallighed.
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hear, been repairing a house for them, but objects to
allow them to become the proprietors of ground.”

#Captain Jacob’s injunctions noticed in the 8th para.
graph have only in two instances as yet been replied to,
the Thakur of Wala professed his readiness to act as the
others, but could not separately make any promise; the
Raja of Drangadrd intimated that he would on an ex-
pected occasion of a marriage obtain the opinions of
snch as might be present, but his death prevented this,
1 shall, however, endeavour on all occasions to incul-
cate the necessity of such a stipulation, and can I at
any time get the consent of any influential chief I think
1t not unlikely that othcrs may follow

“The distribution of the Rs. 5,000 to Jadejas of the
Nawanagar tiluka will appear in the Report for this
year.

“The 11th paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s letter re-
quires the future transmission of the infanticide reports
on the 1st January each year 1 regret to state that this
cannot take place : the reports from the chiefs are not
due until that date, and until their receipt the mehta
cannot procced on hiscircuit Were the report consider-
ed due in June each year 1f_might be forwarded with
punctuality.”

The Government, under Sir George Arthur, expresscd
its satisfaction with Mr Malets rcport; and recom-
mended him to implement all the measures to which he
had directed attention. It fixed the 1st of April, after-
wards extended to the 1st of June, for the transmission
of the annual report.

Mr. Malct’s Infanticide Report for 1843, was forward-
ed to Bombay on the 30th August, 1844. It embraced
the returns of the Jadejd, Jaitwd, and Sumra popula-
tion, but not those of the Manka-Koranga, as the dis-
triet of Adhoi belonging to Murvi had again been lately
placed under other superintendence. It was viewed
by Government as of a satisfactory character. , "Bhe
year 1843 was the first in which the -infangigide ,cpnpor
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had, during his tour of inspection and inquiry, been
accompanied by his wife. Mr Malet’s instructions
10 these parfies were most striet, that every Jadeja fe-
male should be seen by one or other of them. To the
younger chldren the censor himself found easy access.
Those of more mature age were visited by his wife
No suspicion had ansen, 1in consequence of their inves-
tigations, of any case of actual infanticide

Mr. Malet stated that he continued to lose no oppor-
tunity of inculcating upon the chiefs the necessity of
making arrangements for the advancement of education
1n the provinee, but that he saw hittle probability of be-
ing able fo awaken their interest 1a that most important
object. He alzo mentioned that Le did not lose ~ight
of the instrucgéions of Giovernment relative to stipula-
tions in Jadeja marriage scttiements for the preserva-
ion of the female 1ssue,  lle encouraged a few poor
Jadejas, to apply for asmistance 1 the marnlage of their
daughters.

The Returns for 1844 weie forwarded to Governinent
by Mr Malet on the 10th Augnst 1845,

“There 1s nothing in these staternents,” he observed
on that oceasion, “that calls for partieniar notice. There
appears to be a steady progression; and as the censorand
his femalc relation see every one of the females, and
their names are regulmly entered and compared with
former statements, 1 hope there 1s no gronnd for sus-
picion No suspicion of infanticide has occurred this
year ¥ Of the unmarricd females noticed 1 the 10th
paragraph of my letter No. 102 August 30th 1544, one
has been married. No application has been mnade this
vear for assistance, the disbursemeunts on that account
being for former demands. There is, I think, a dislike
to apply for aid, exeept in cases of necessity. There is
no progress towards Education ontthe part of the Chiefs,
and I do not at present see any probability of it

* Gondal was not vieited this year for want of time It was careful-
ly examined Iugt year, and no ground for suspicion exists,
20
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In reply to this letter, the following important com-
munication, founded on a minnte of Mr. Willoughby,
was addiessecd by Government to Mr. Malet, on the
19th January 1816

“«Tam dirceted by the Honourable the Governor 1n
Council to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter, dated
the 10th Angust last, No 130, submitting your annual
report, for the year 1814, on Female Infanticide in the
Pravinee of Kathidwad, and forwmding five statements
contaimme the information specilied 1o the margin. %

“The first and second <iatements submitted by you

shew the {ollowing recults — .
f No of Walie Peprdation [ Ao of Temnl Population ‘
Custe Ty T | ' I
1u 1612 l In 1814 , In Inf4 , Tu 1&12 *In 1843 | In 1811
Tédeyd I 6,129 6,175 £ 480 1,611 1,959 2170
Jatwi 1 194 153 134 52 53 57
Sumd | 11 Jot 372 111 07 1ot ’

“Hence 1t appears that 1n cach mstance the mereasc
in the number of {fvmnales. espceaially, among the Jide-
jas, has duning the years 1842, 1843 and 1814, been
a greater proportion than the males  Thisiesult s very
satisfactory, more particulaily ~inee from the 2nd para-
graph of your letter, it appears that every one of the fe-
males entered in the censns passes under the personal
observation of the censors.

“In sta'cment No 3, the proportion of males to fe-
males, ftom ten years of age to one year and under,
emongst the Jadejd, Jaitwd and Sumrd populations in
Kathiawad is shewn to be as {ollows :—

* 1 A Census of the Jidej, Jaitwd and Sumrd populations of the
province of Kathiiwid for the year of report. 2. A comparative
Table of do for the years 1841-42, 1842-43, and 1843-44., 3. 'Tables
of the proportions of the Male to the Female sex from ten years of age
to one year and under, amongst the Jideji, Jaitwa, and Sumrd popula-
tions of this province. 4. Tables shewing the different ages of the
Jidejh, Jagtwi and Sumrd populations, & Statement of the recei
and disbursepents of the Infanticide ¥und during the ygar 1844.
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“The Governor in Council desires me to draw yom
particular attention to the ecxtraordinary disproportion
between the male and female Jadeja births during the
last ten yecars which your census for the year 1844
exhibits, when compared with the three cenknses of your
predecessors, for the years 1834, 1837, and 15841

“The result of your census lcads to the very improba-
ble inference, 1f the numbers of males and females
shewn under cach age be correct, that the numbers of
male and female births amongst the Jadejas in Kathii-
wiad have for the last fen years been annually decreas-
ing from natural causes 1n the ratio of from ten to twenty
per cent For instance, according to your censuy, the
numbers of males of ten yearsof age 1n 1844, was 1,711,
while thosc of one year and under werc only 274, being
in the ratio of 64 to 1 in favor of the former, and this
too notwithstanding the generally admifted fact, that of
all children born alive at least one third die before at-
taining the tenth year.

“The disproportion between the numbgr of female«
of the age of onc and ten years, 1s nearly similar to that
existing amongst the males of the same ages, namely
1,207 of ten years and 232 ol one year and under, being
in the ratio of about 5% to one.

“You are requested most carefully to inquire into
this point, and submitany explanation you may be able
in regard to this great and extraordinary disproportion,
which the Governor in Council can at present only
account for by the supposition that the above resunlts
have been obtained from incorrent data

“From statement No. 4, accompanying your report,
it appears that the greatest age amongst male Jade)as
is 86, and of female 53 years. Amongst the male Jait-
wiés it is 79, and of female 35 years; and amongst the
Sumra males it is 72} and of females 37 years.

« From statement No. 5, the total disbursements paid
from the Infanticide Fund during the year 1844, in-
cluding marriage donations, and the maintgnance of the
Infanticha# Esm‘bfmment, gmounted tdf Company's
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Rupees 2,047-12-4; or Rupees 1,609-4-11 less than
the expenditure of the preceding ycar. The Balance 1n
favor of the Fund on the 31st December 1844, amounts
to Company’s Rupees 1,21,809-13-3, or Rupees 798-3-4
more than on the 314t December 1843,

“The information contained in tle 2nd and 3rd para-
araphs of your letter 1s very satisfactory

“The Governor in (ouncil was prepared by your
previous reports for the announcement contained 1n the
last paragraph of your letter He requests, however, that
you will not relax in your eflorts to induce the principal
cluefs to contribute towards the diffusion of Education
in Kathidwad, for unless they can be persuaded to do
this, under the coudition prescribed by the Ionerable
the Court of uirectors, Government will be unable to
aid in the accomplishment of this very desirable object.

“The Governor in Counctl considers it very creditable
to the Jadejds that no appheation has been made by
them during the year 1844 for aid from the Infanticide
Fund. Although, however, applications for assistance
ought not to be encouraged, reasonable support should
be extended 1n cases of destitution and distress.”

A more satisfactory proof than tlus of the attention
and vigilance of the Bombay Government, even in mat-
ters of minute detail connected with the infanticide re-
turns, cannot casily be conceived

Mr Malet gave a prompt reply to the Jetter of Gov-
ernment, pointing out the sources of most of the errors
which had occurred in his office, from a misplacement
of figures 1n some of the columns of the census tables.
The amended returns submitted by him, it was remark-
cd by Government, however, were still dcfeclive, as ap-
parent from the improbable fluctuation, shown by them
of the male and female children of different ages. For
instance, in two of the talukds there were more male
and female Jadeja children between the ages of seven
and eight than between those of'six and seven; and in
one of them, more male children between five and six
than betweed four and five vears, and nearlygouble the
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number between the age of two and three than between
that of one and two years of age, while expcerience
proves that the opposite would be the more probable
and eorreet result  Bul we need not dwell on these
meidental mistekes, more especially as thee Jadeja and
other statisties will afterwards pass before our notice 1n
a more perfeet form. Mistakes 1n a census conducted
by natives unacquainted with the prnciples of statisti-
cal 1cgistiation were 1n the fust instance almost un-
avoidable

At the elose of 1844, the vanme of the suecessful can-
dadate for the first prize for an Fssay on Infantcide
was announced It was that of Mr Bhau Daji, then
an assistant teacher in the Elphinstoune Institution, and
now o graduate of the Girant Medieal follege, and o
successful medrcal practioner in Bommbay. 1t was one
of four Kssays which had been sent 1 to the adjudica-
tors,% of which none were considercd worthy of the
other prize After the suggestion of a {ew judicious
amendmentsinit by My Willonghby, under the anthori-
ty of Government, GO0 copics of stia English,and 1,500
in Gujarati, were printed and lithograpbed.  The Guwa-
rati copres were intended principally for cirenlation in
Kathiawad and Kachh

The Hindu authonties quoted n this Essay as scem-
ingly hostile to infunticide, we have already intiodueed
into these pages.t  After pointing out the geneal gin-
fulness of infanticide,} it thus warmly expostulates watl
the cruel and unnatural Jadejas, 112 principal perpetri-
tors in India.

“Many of the Jadejas say, {that infanticide origina-

* E. H Townsend, Fsq , and the secretaries of the Board of Edu-
cation and the Bombay Education Society.

t See above, pp 20-31.

1 “The protection of our offapring is the mnst sacred of all our obh-
gations. It 19 also a powerful law of otir nature. Its influence through-
out all ages and on all nalions, stamps 1t with an authonty wlueh can-
not be slightgd with 1mpumty The meanest msect 1 subject to it in
common wm man, andglt is therefore no preju f aduration. no
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ted] from the R4ja Jada, who sent his Rajgur to find a
suitable match for lus daughter, but not finding one, he
requested the R4ja to kill s daughtcr, which atrocious
deed was done  From that ttme the Jadejis say, they
continucd ¢o murder then daughters to uphold the

ordinance of wilful tyrants, hut the wise and absolute cnactment of
the author of our being  This law, which tiscloses to us, al once, the
will of the Creator and the duty of the cicature, 15 violated Ly the
commission of infanticide

¢« 15 treason agamst the Divine anthonty  The jrerogative of God
10 appomt the tnne of lus aeatures 15 subverted

“The mfimte wisdom and paternal gooldness of God are arraigned and
condemned. The woral government of the Deity 15 disregarded and
msulted, whatever s decent 1s outraged, whatever can be landmg 18
liroken

It 13 a treason aganst the sooral colpact  Society has dams upon
the mfant from Which it cannat hie fanly al colved, except Ly the dis-
pensation of L whe, having fenmed the honds of the Fegmming, has
wlone a right to loose them at hus pleasute The person who commits
mfantiide extmguishes not only the altection due to the wfaut, Tut the
duties he ones o lus countiy and mankind at large

“It 1v 1eason agamst the 1evealed willof God, His express command
15 to commut no mwder, and the peison, who murders and allows to
e murdered his own clnld 1s no Iess gmlty than he who assassmates
his neighbour, for 1t 1s God’s propeity not lus onn  Parents Lave no
more nght to kil their (hirldren, than cmildien Lave to hill their parents

“Infanticide shows as hittle feehng as courage, and he ss indeed a
coward who muders, o1 allows (0 ¢ murderced, an mnocent bemg
unable 1o offer resistance

 Infanticrde 1s a dastardly, baibatous, and selfish act

“ A cluld is the’ very nnage of innocence, helpleseness, and amiahility
—Can there be greater barbarity than i destroying these pictures of
oursclves T In the mudst of war and of 1ts licenses, not to spuc those
tender beings 1s regaided as a deep cume, even m an enraged and
cruel conqueror  What then must he the lieail of the pauents who
crush the mnocents whow even a brutal cnemy foibears to injure? Can
imagination 1self concerve ought more harrowing to the feelings?

¢ Infanticide, being the most rcvolting of murders, is punished among
all cavilized nations, with death  The law of England, which will be
enforced wherever 1its sway 1s acknowledged, punishes it also with
death. In any civilized country the author of such a crine, especially
when hd is the falher of the child, would be looked upon as & monster
and his name held in detestation and infamy, and he would in England
be torn {o pieces by the people Has God then made good and evil,
guilt and funocice different in different countries 1 Oryis not crime the
seme if all, andifo be shunned. s miurious toman and hateful to God *
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honour of their chief and clan., This resembles a child’s
tale ; if, however, the Raja did murder his daughter only
for the reason assigned, both he and his Rajgur de-
seive to be classed among the most infamous of the hu-
man race, as the parent has no right to kill his offspning.
It 15 an act stigmatized, both by divine and human law,
as a foul erime. 1t 15 very clear 1hat Jada, who accord-
ing to your legend, killed his daughter first, and with
whom the practice onginated, acted against the scve-
ret denunciations of 1eligion and against custom ; foa,
at that tume dunghters were prescrved and not killed
Y our ancestors were bold enough to commit a bad deed
Should you therefore desist from doing what 18 just,and
what 1= your duty, and what 1~ expeeted from the mean-
est creature ?  Beware, then, of this syious cnemy,
custom. Weie all sects of Rajputs to follow your exam-
ple, in wurdering their daughters, where, may 1 ask,
would you find wives?

“ Some unthinking persons are ready to say, ¢ If we
relinquish the enstoin, others will continue it.  Where
then 1s the good of our doing s0?’ But what course of

* wichedness will not such reasomng justify ? T'he robber,
the assassin, may usc the same plea, and say, ¢ What 1s
the use of onr ceasing to rob and murder? Others will
st1ll continue to do both’ Would you think thein justi-
fied in the argument? Remember that society is com-
posed of individuals, and that a custom cannot be aho-
lished unless some of the community first break through
1t.

“J have been told that some of the Jddejds consider
it no sin to kill a child before its cries are heard. This
is worse than delusion. Is the enormity of the crime
diminished, or annihilated by thc difference of a few
moments ? The destruction by a mother of even an un-
born infant iz considered highly criminal by the Shastras

« Little credit is due to those who follow in a beaten
path, whilst on the contrary the world, in all ages, has
looked with admiration upon those who have been dar--
ing enough« to break through custom th* ﬁféy have
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known to be wrong You say, ‘I'v whom shall we afh-
ance our daughters? none but princes are worthy of
them Asweare not able to mariy them to princes with-
out crippling our means, we kil themn.  Pay the mar-
riage portions of our daughters, and they shall live
This excuse 1s fuimished by the richer portior? and
those who are possescd of some aathonty  The poorer
classes of the Jadejis give a base, und more contempuble
excuse  'P'hey say, “We will net be called the brothers-
i-law or fathers-im-law of any one.  Why should we
demean ourselves by giving our daughters in marnage
to others’? Lt me ask you, do you demean yourselves
by taking wornen 1 marrniage fiom those tribes which
you consider infenior to yommown ? - If you do not, why
should not ghe biothers and relations of yor wives be
fit pereons to marry the daughters to whom their own
female kindred have given birth? Do what you please,
the fathers and brothers of yowur wives are stull the
grandfathers and uncles of your sons.  Is 1t then de-
giading to give your daughters 1n marrnage to a person
of that caste fromn which vou take your wives?” . ... It
must be a strange hind of Kehatrusm indeed, not that
of the ancients, which requires the killing of danghters
to maintain it. If the honour of a be is to be upheld
by blood, then may butchers call themselves the bravest
of men [lad these mghty kings sought {or their equals
as hushands to their daughters, where could they have
found them? Are youthen possessed of more pride than
even such great men as these? Whenee do you derive
that pride? You are not even in rank the highest of
your own tribe The Sesodias, the Rathors, the Pra-
mars, arc higher than you But you say, you are war-
riors. That such 1s a legitimate souree of pride, I do not
deny. 'I'here was a ime when your forefathers follow-
ed no other occupation than that of war. These might
have indulged in the pride to be derived from it. But
ate not the Musalmans, the Marathds, and the English
warriogs ? _They who have conquered you one after
anotidr ? Rave they not more real cause for pride, than
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you? Is it degrading to honor another man? But, even
if you were so proud as to suppose that you do not ho-
nor your son-in-law, or your brother-in-law, for their
own sake, but for the sake of your daughters or sisters,
All the gifts you bestow are for their benefit, for their
happiiess. Tell me what 15 degrading 1n this ? It exusts
only 1n your distorted 1maginations

“Some of you inconsiderately say, ¢Jf we rear our
danghters, they may peshaps be gwlty of hight conduet
and bring disgrace on the family.”  If 1t be proper to
kill daughters, becanse you fear that 1f they hve, they
will eventuelly be lowered. o1 perhaps be guilty ol 1m-
moral conduct, upon the sane puneiple you might des-
froy your sons and wives, for they too possibly may he
guilty of that which may lower them or evgn entail dis-
grace on their fanuly  But how do you know, T ask
cach of you, that the mfant which you murder will not
become as fair and beautiful as Padnuni, aud that Ra)-
put princes of the noblest blood will not come 1o seck
her hand ? Do von <ce thew with yom own eyes? Do
you apply to them the touch<tone of opportunmty ! No-
thing can surpass that {olly, which, to gratify vanity and
to gain popular applause, vidlates the laws of God and
man. It is bke prefernng common glass to diamond
Among you, originally, onc man spent a vast sum of
money in the marrage of s daughter. Brahmans,
Bairagis, and Bhats lavished praises on hun T'he com.-
mon herd of mankind heard of it with adnuration; per-
sons possessed of little knowledge and foresight tried to
rival hira in pomp and ceremony It {followed that the
custom becamec general It came to be considered dis-
honourable to performi marriage ceremonies at hitle ex-
pensc. Thus the birth of a daughter came to be looked
upon as a curse, 1in consequence of the expense which
her marriage entaileds To avoid this inconvenience the
Jadcjas have doomed their daughters to death. Thus
folly and vamity have led to crii&é; vanity in the rich,
to throw away thousands upon mere ceremony; and
folly in the poor, to imitate them. And %iow, every
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daughter you murder, you look npon as so much money
saved ; and the sons, that are born to you, you prescrve
as a source of gain  'T'hus to you the birth and reanng
of children i1s a matter of 1upecs, annas, and pies. Pa-
rental feelmng is distorted i your hreast

“ An intelhigent Jadeyd Rajput wrote to the benevolent
Colonel Walker 1 the following woirds .—¢In Katlni-
wad and Kachh-Haliad, the Rebadis o1 goatherds allow
their male kids to die when sheie arc many of them
brought forth, and Chéarans follow the same practice
with their male buflaloes, both bemg unproductive ;” und
thus his meanmg appears to be, that your motives for
committing infantictde are of no hghervalue than these
of the goatherd and the Charan for killing thew goats
and other angmmals  Tgnorantand avancions men among
you may say, ¢ We aie obliged to spend some thonsands
of rupees for the marringe of a danghter; this sum
would have remained to us, and we <hould have been
neh to-day ;’ others may say ¢ Look at that thakuu; his
sansar 1s broken up, s cstate 1s futfered away; had
e but kalled his daughbters e wonld still have been
rich,” It s true that an expenditure of money is incur-
red by the mnarriage, but 1t is really not attributable to
the reaning of daughters It 13, to the nonsensicul cus-
tom of spending large sums of money at the time of
therr marringes  And why do you spend thems?  The
folly of wasting your money i> not ouly ndiculous, but
1t is monstrous, when it leads you to murder your chil-
dren by way of preventive,”* 1n this reasoning, there
is undoubtedly much tact and propriety.

One of the Essays sent up to Governmient in eomn-
petition was 1n the Sanskntlanguage, and cutirely writ-
ten on Hindu principles. It was writicn by Raghunath

* The Gujariti version of this tract 18 good, though it countams a
few engliciswos, omginating doubtless m the comparative neglect of
vernacular literature by ov#n the best of the uvative students of
English. Tn this respect, however, it s less faulty than many produc-
tions whjch wp see now issuing from the pross
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Parwati Shastri  Though it was unsuitable for publica-
tion, it contains a few curious passages worthy of notice. %

* The author thus attacks Infanticade from the approved examples of
the Shdstras

“In the Bhigawal, [Purdna, Skanda x 6 ] for instance, 1t is related
that there was a very cruel king, namned Kansa, and, it haviug been
prophesied that Krishna, a son, of his sister [Devaki], would kil him,
Kansa on hearing of Ius birth ordered that all the mfants who had been
born 1n Ius country at the same time should be slam  Pufand [a Rik-
<hasi, or female incarnate demon], therefore, and others, on hecoming
wCyuainted with tlus order, killed very many infants Then Pdtand
having nmbued her nipples with poison went to the house of Nanda
[the foster-father of Krishna] with the intention of hilling Krishna, and
thus addressed his mother [foster-mother] Yashoddi—¢Having heard of
the birth of your beautiful son I have come to see lnm, 1t 1s therefore
proper that you should shew him to me * On hearing this, Yashod4,
not being aware of the decert, placed Kl:lﬂ.hn:\ n the lagrof Pitand, and
proceeded to occupy herself in her domestic affurs  Pritand then gave
her porsoncd breast to Krishna, but Be, knowing the treachery sucked
so powerfully, wiile Piitana called out Quit, quit, that her breath was
exhausted and she expired. Thus as the divine Krishna hilled Prita-
ni, 50 will God kill those who murder their infant daughters

Tt 19 related in the Bila Kanda of the Rimdyane that the Rishi
Vishwimitra requested Dasharatha [the father of Rama] 1o allow
Réma to accompauy hun n order to protect a sacrifice that he wtended
to perfoum agamst the Rikshasis [femrale devils], and that Iasharatha
complied with his request The Rishi then departed with Rama
and his younger brother, and having arrived at a forest deserted by
men, beasts, and birds Rdma inquired how this forest had become
thus deserted  Vishwémitra rephied that it had been occasioned
by a female Rikshas, named TadakA, who devoured inen, beasts, and
hirds, and that from fear of her all had fled from the forest, and that it
was for the purpose of killing her that he had brought him (Rima)
there Rama, recolleeting that his father had enjoined him, to obey all
the commands of Vishwamnitia, then slew T4dakd But, afterwards on
reflecting that he had, by the command of the Rishi, killed a female,
he became grieved and thus addressed his brother Lakshmana ¢ Why
am I giteved that I have slain this female Rakshas in obedience to
the command of the Righi who 18 fully eonversant with the Ve das and
Shastras ? Yet I fear that the kettle-drums of my fame will not be
sounded by the exulting people for this deed, that on account of it my
glory will not become resplendent in the world, and that the Guru of
my rpee Vasighta will be ashamed™of it

) These stories, well-known to the natives, are sufficiently incongruous
anl grotesque to fall within the sphere of Hindu belief. #



CHAPTER X1V,

REPORTS OF COLONLL LANG ON INTANTICTDE IN KA'THIA -
WA'D—SCHEME FOR EDUCATIONAL MIASURES — EX-
TINCTION OF RAJPUT INFANTICIDE AS \ C1STOM IN
KA THIA WA D—CONGRATULATION OF MR. WILLOUGH-
BY—LATLST NOTICLS OF ANTI-INFANTICIDE MLAS-
URES IN KATHIAWA'D.

Ix 1846, Major (now Licut -Colonel) William Lang
was nominated fo the political ageney of Katluawad,
which, before his assignation to the adjoiming province
of the Mahikanthd, he had long acted as an assistant A
better appomiment to the office could not have been
made by Government. This zealous and able funection-
ary was thoroughly acquainted with every district and
chief of the peninsula, with the habits and nsages of the
people, and with the dufies of the agency in all therr
details ; and at the same time greatly and wmversally
beloved for kindness, simpheity, and upnghtness of
character, indefatigable aitention to businers,; and sound-
ness, solidily, and impartiality of judgement. The
measures for the abolition of infanticide suggested by
Mr. Willoughby had his fullest approval ; and his influ-
ence had hitherlo been cxerted 1n earrying them fully,
faithfully, and energetically into execution. High ex-
pectations were formed of his éxertions 1n the cause;
and they have been in no degree disappointed. It has
been his honour to report the cheering tact that infant.
icide 15 Iogge; exists among the Rajputs in Kathiawad
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as a custom, whatever it may do in exceptional cases as
a erime

(olonel Lang’s first report on infanticide-was that for
1845 It was foswarded to the Bombay (mvernment on
the 25th August 1846 Noficing the Returns of the
Jadeja, Jaitwa, and Sumra tribes, wluch it embraced, it
thus proceeds +—

«'The mcrease in the number of the female cluldren 1n
all these trhics, which has been song on simee the in-
troduction of the present system for the suppression of
infanticide in 1833, continues to he shown in the re-
furns now submitted.  In the case of the Jaitwi and
Sumnrrd population, the merease 1~ equal in both sexes;
but the Jade)d census 1s not ~o favorable, as 1t shows an
addition of only 165 female children te 202 males. T
fear, however, thatthere are sull a great many 1naceura-
cies in these returns 'The proportion of births of both
gexcs to the number of married Jadejis appears gene-
rally to be exceedingly small, and 1 Virpur-Kharddi
and several of the vmalicr Tialukas, there 1 not o single
birth of either a male or female child dwming the year
under review  The number of grown vp Jadejis in
Virpur-Kharédi, it will be observed, s sixty-five; and 1
have ascertaimed fiom the cen<or that forty-fonr of these
are maniced. It i~ exceedingly improbable, therefore,
that a year should have passed without a «ingle child
laving been born to any of these; and in this [aluka T
find that last year’s return wus equally blank, which
makes it amount almost to a ccitainty that there must
be some concealment of the births that actually take
place. T have therefore sent for the chiefs of all the
talukas in which no births of either sex arc registered
during last year, and shall endcavour to ascertain the
true state of the case. I have also directed the native
agent to ascertain, as some guide to the censor for the
future, the proportion of births to married men amongst
one ortwo other castes where he has the means of domg
s0; and have instructed the censor to be verf parhcular
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for the future in noticing all these points when mahing
his tour of the different talnkis, and when his suspicions
are cxetled by any disproportions cither in this respect,
or with regard to the nmnbers of children of different
scxes and dges, never o rest coutent fill he has made
the fullest inquiries on the <pot, and adopted every
other means 1n his power to satis{y himself that there is
nothing wrong ”

Notwithstanding the imperfections of the cen<us now
referred to,—for wlich the remedies snggested by Colo-
nel Lang were entirely <wtable.—nerther he nor the
native censor had any sn<picron of the aetual commis-
sron of mfantcide duriag the year under reniew by any
partienlax Ragput 1 the provinee

In rcference to the Kesay on Infanticide of Mr Bhan
D41, wlieh had not yet reached Kathiiwdd, Col Lang
expressed s belief that the cireuwlation of 1ty 1f 1t were
adapted to the encumstances of the people in planness
and samplicity of style, nught be nghly usefal At the
same time, he suggested the proprety of “two przes he-
mg again offered, for geneinl competition thhoughout the
presideney, for the bestessays against female Infanticade,
to be composcd 1 the Gujarati language and in a style
sufficiently <imple to be comprehended by the Rajputs
themselves.)”
continued fiom time to tuue, as the productions which
they would encourage might be gencially useful 1n
Gujarat as school books.

Colonel Lang’s report contained additional information
and proposals of an 1mportant character 1t mentioned
that he had been anxiously sceking, though hitherto with-
out success, to get the Rajputs furnishing daughters 1n
marriage to the Jadejas to have stipnlations made, as long
ago proposed, for the presccvation of their female 1ssue.
It recommended the renewal of présents to such Jidejas
as had preserved four daughters and upwards. 1t thus,
also, it .ah encouraging manner, noticed the subject of
education for the province of Kathiawad.

These prizes he thought, also, should be
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“T am happy to be able on this occasion to report that
the continued endeavours of my predecessor [Mr. Malet]
to enlist the chiefs of the provinece in the cause of edu-
cation were crowned before his departure [to Bombay

*as chief-secretary] with as complete succéss as counld
well be desired, in as far at least as relates to their sub-
seribing for the establishment of a superior school at
Rijkot, with the view of 1utroducing a better system of
education thronghout the province gencrally, Asis
known ro Government, many letters had been written to
the different chiefs both by Mr. Malet and lns predeces-
sors, but with little if any effect  On visiting Nawanagar,
however, in November last, Mr Malet spoke to His
Highness the Jam on the subjeet, and persuaded him to
consent to an annual subscription at the mte of one per
cent on his tribute  He then addressed letiers to the
other principal chiefs, informing them of the good ex-
ample which had been set by the Jam, and calling upon
them to follow it.  This was immediately done by His
Highness the Nawab of Jundigad, who,1n consideration of
his rank and the smaller amount of tribute paid by him,
agrced to subscnbe at the rate of two per eent. The
Raja of Drangadra hkewise speedily responded to the
call; and circulars were afterwards written by Mr
Malet to all the remainmg chiefs and talukdars in the
province. The whole of those who have yet sent re-
plies have agreed to the plan of giving one per cent on
their tribute except the Thakur of Bhawanagar, who
wrote in reply that he had formerly proposed to give
one rupee for each day of the year, but his karbhari had
not forwarded his letter, and that he would now reserve
the point for discussion with Mr. Malet when he met
him, as he had a number of grievances connected with
the introduction of certain new regulations into his ca-
pital to complain of.” I received this letter shortly after
Mr. Malet’s departure, and wrote in reply urging him to
follow the example which had been set by se many of
the other chiefs, and I had hoped, ere this, tg have receiv-
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ed the Thakur’s reply, agreeing to do so, which I have
no doubt will eventually be sent.* In the mean time,
however, 1 beg to submit a statement shewing the
names of the several ehiefs and Talukdars {rom whom
replies have been reccived up to the present time and,
specifying the amount of tribute paid by cach, and their
respective subscriptions f{or the general nnprovement of
edocation in Kathiawad caleulated uponat

« It will be observed, from this statement, that the
sum already subsciutbed is Rs 4,398-13-1 (R=. 4,510-6-0
subsequent correction) 3 per aunuin; and if all the other
chicfs and tadlukdars agrce to the same arrangemcnt,
which there 1s every prospeet of their doing, the amount
realized during the year from this source will be be-
tween nine agd ten thousand Company’s rupees  Mr
Malet did not address the Aiméli aud Okhamandal Ka-
mdvisddrs [colleciog],§ considering that Government
would doubtless prefer applying to 1lis Thghness the
Gaikawdad through the Resident at Baroda, Ttis not, I
Lope, 100 much to expect that His Highnesswill 1eadily
follow the example of His Highness the Nawab of Ju-
nagad,in the higher rate than the other tributaries which

* [The Bhawanagar state afterwards agreed to subscribe a thousand
rupees per annum to education ]

t [The principal annual subserptions i this ist are those of the
JAm of Nawénagar (Jadejd), Rs 1,110-0-5, the R4ji of Drangadri
(Jhéld), Rs 406-11-4, the Nawib of Junigad (Musalman), Rs 1,253-
4-11; the Thékur of Rijkot (Jadejil), Rs 1%9-14-(, the Rini of Por-
bandar (Jatwd), Rs 279-12-0; the Wili Vikamsi of Jartpur (Kéth{),
Rs. 502-9-11 7 ° :

t [To this was afterwards added Rs. 2,212-13 9, making a total of
Re. 6,723-4-3 ]

§ [The Amrel{ and Okhédmandal districts belong to the Géfkawad,
the latter district having been presented to him by the British Govern-
Mtfag # glight eonsideration, that it might’ avoid ocntanglement with
the ctlabated shrine of Dwéraks situated within its boundaries, The
Gﬁmmﬂ Altimately refused to contribute to educational purposes for

#8_distriels

21
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he has agreed to pay on his tribute, and grant two per
cent, from the whole of his receipts from Kathidwad, for
the improvement of the system of education throughout
the province ; in which case, our Government would be
graciously pleased to do the sae (and it is*surely nof
too much to ask for such a grand object). Tt would at
once swell the funds available for this purpose to up-
wards of thirty thousand rupees a year

“«With ~o matifying a prospect before us, as far as
the funds required are concerned, 1t 18 desirable that
no tune shonld be lost in commencing the erection of a
capacious and handsome school house at Rajkot; and
on this point, therefore, 1 shall feel obhged by your ob-
taining for me the mstruetions of the Hon’ble Board, a<
to the amount winch 1t 15 considered proper to expend
upon the bulding, and the plan of the college or school
in Bombay, or clsewhere, best adapted to the purpose,
on which 1t would be advisable to erect it T hope,
likewise, that eaily instructions will be 1ssued to the
proper authorities at the piesidency for the selec tion i
the fittest min that can be found for the aituation of
head Gujarati master, and of fully qualified men for
those of Gujariti teachers in different departments
With such ample funds, the establishment of a good
English School, under a thoroughly qualified European
Master, may probably be eventually contcmplated by
Government; but I am myself humbly of opinion, that
our first efforts should be confined to the introduction of
the best possible system of vernacular education through-
out the provinece ; and with this object, although I would
of course have the head school at Rajkot, I humbly con-
ceive 1t would be neecessary to establish branch sehools,
all of them under teachers educated in Bombay, at the
most centrical places in different parts of the province;
to afford to all desirous of securing for their children «
thoroughly good vernacular education the opportunity
of sending them to one of these schools, from: wiieh
they, could afierwards be sent to the He‘ﬁsmﬁ
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Rajkot if desirous of prosecuting their studies in the
higher and more difficult branches, instruction in which
would necessarily be confined in a great measure to the
Rajkot School All these branch schools would of
course be wnder the entire control of the Head-Master
at Rajkot, and 1t would form an 1mportant part of his
duty to visit them as frequently as possible, and to select
from each the most able youths for further instruction
at Rajkot, provided their parents were willing to send
them there, for the greater encouragement to which, it
may hereafter be advisable to allot a limited number of
scholarships to the Réjkot school  As regards an Eng-
lish school 1n the present low state of cducation in
Kathiawad, I doubt not many might he induced to at-
tend 1t for a teme; but few, I fear, would be likely to
remain long enough to obtainmore thana smattering of
English, whereas the same period spent 1n attendance
at a throughly efficient vernacular school, would suffice
for the attainment of a tolerable cducation in their own
language, and impart to those, who had the time and
wcliffation to prosecute their studies further, a taste for
cultivating the hugher branches of knowledge, so far as
they could be taught from Gujariti works. I am aware
that the great want of these forms at present a serious
objection to confiming our eflorts to vernacular educa-
tion alone ; but this seems only to make it the more in-
cumbent upon us to adopt some more efficacious meas-
ures to obtain a supply of the necessary works on dif-
ferent subjects in the vernacular languages of the coun-
try, since the education of the great mass of the people,
in any language but their own, seems to my humble
Judgement, altogether 1mpossible.” «I offer these ob-
servations, however, with much diffidence, as it seemed
necessary without delay to allude to the several points
connected with the iniroduction 'of a new system of
education into Kathiawad which are deserving of the
maturest consideration of Government. The two School-
Masters whp Have now been at Réajkot for so many
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years, although educated in Bombay, appear scarcely
to have produced the slightest impression; so thatif the
vernacular system is to be adopted for the present at
least, it must be evident that every thing will depend
on the Head-Schoolmaster who may be selected being
a very superior man 1n every respect, and no expense
therefore should be spared in securing the services of
the best man available for the duty i Bombay as well
as those of the best qualified subordinate Teachers in
the different branches of education.”

The Government 1n acknowledging,through Mr, Malet,
the receipt of Colonel Lang’s communication, expressed
1ts belief that 1t was probable that the concealment of
births 1n certain of the talukas was of design; intimat-
ed that as the Essay on Infanticide wos in® a condensed
form 1n the course of being printed, it would await the
result before determining about additional prizes; sanc-
tioned the rewards proposed to bhe given to certain of
the Jadejds for the preservation of four or more daughters;
declared its satisfaction with the liberality of the chiefs
in the matter of cducation, while at the same tifne it
expected that additional funds would be forthcoming
from their associates ; and requested that, in future, com-
munications on the subject of education should be kept
distinet from that of infanticide. At a later period, the
Government setapartaliakh of rupees from the Infanticide
Fund as its own contribution and that of the Gaikawid to
the cause of education inthe province. This sum bears
interest from the 5th Juge 1847, which added to the
voluntary contributions of the native chiefs,—the scheme
of a continued per-centage on their tribute having been
abendoned,—forms, as a beginning, a respectable ap-
propriation, of about eleven or twelve thousand rupees
apnually, to the great cause of public enlightenmest in
one of the most benijhted, though remarkably interest-
ing, provinces of India. A high central Vernacular
and elementary English school, with snitable buildings
and a suitable native superintendent, has hgen founded
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at Rajkot, and branch schools at some of the caprtals
of the principal native chiefs, to a few of whom, now
minors, tutors have also been appointed.. The final ar-
rangcments for them have been made by the Govern-
ment Boardl of Lducationin Bombay, in concert with
Colonel Lang and one of his a<sistants, Major Aston,
formerly a zealous secretary of the Native Education
Society. Their moral influence will greatly depend on
the system of instruction to be ulamately adopted.

The reports of Colgnel Lang for the years 1846, 1847,
and 1848, which were all duly forwarded to Govern-
meut, show a constant anxiety onhis part for perfecting
the Returns, which he was enabled in a large degree to
cffeet by the cmployment of an additional censor, and
the comparisen together of the proportions of population
in different tribes.* No suspicions of any cases of ac-
tual infanticide occurred during these years + 'The in-
fanticaide fund was cmployed as usual in paying the ex
pences of the censorship, and aiding poor Jadejas in the
marriage of their daughters, C(olonel Lang’s proceed-
ings were viewed as lnghly satisfactory in every respect
by Government. Copics of the Essay against Infant-
icade were forwarded to lm for distribution 1n Kaiha-
wad ; and he was informed thata notification was about
to be issued oftering additional prizes for Essays on the
same subject.}

Colonel Lang’s report for 1849 was presented to Go-
vernment on the 31st December, 1850. It intimated
his continued anxiety and endeavour to get important

* The ordinary expence
we beliove, R.rlllmkaiJ mont?li: the censorsbip s mproved. form s,

t Ons chief had been accused,
hirth of twp daughters
fo:ng‘?j ;::ond.p:izg,—;n csaoy l\gmfxy of the first not having been,
form :) Ta sim;‘)?\:ndialn{me ““:';!'Jlubl:;ta?igt:l.mse p';oductmn, in the
The competition, owing to the litle mformmation pessermen Lo

outh ! 'Inf ‘g o uformation possessed by native
iﬂg‘ respecting Infuntjcide in Western India was but limited. The

undieators wollp the Rov. G. Pigott, 0.7 Erskine,
o G , Q0. q.C. 8., and
H. 3. Caster, Eeq. Secretary to the Board of Educatio?

however, of neglecting to report the
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economical arrangements made between_the Jadepis
and other Rajput tribes calculated to facilitate their in-
termarriage and to diminish the expence of their nuptial
celebrations.

“ When I lately met His Highness the Jam at Ba-
lamba, I found him still fully alive to the necessity of
making some arrangement for decreasing the heavy ex-
pense attending the marriage of the daughters of Rajputs
in general and Jadejas in particular. Mr. Ogilvy [Resi-
dent 1n Kachh] had kmdly got His Highness the Rio
to send over three agents on His Highness's part to dis-
cuss the subject, several commmunications since I last
met the JaAm having passed between him and the Rao
regarding it 1 had also inflnential Rajputs with me
belonging to Jhalawad and other parts of®the province,
all most willing, as far as I could ascertain, to enter into
any arrangements which their supeuor chiefs might
consider practicable. I found the Kachh agents, how-
ever, still 1n favor of alliances with the Rajput families
in Rajputani; and they scemed to think that by giving
daughters not only to the chiefs themselves but also to
other members of their families, and even to their su-
perior subordinate chiefs, there would be an ample
opening made to dispose of all the daughters of our su-
perior Jade)ja chiefs, and that in cases where alliances
were formed with others than the chiefs themselves of
Rajputana, the honor and dignity of the Jadeja cniefs
wonld be sufficiently upheld by getting all other suitors
for their daughter’s hands to come to their capitals to be
married. I remember, however, that this very practice
of getting the bridegroom to come to their houses to be
married, was one of the principal sources of expense
complained of by the ‘Idar Patawats* and other Raj-
puts in that part of the country, who look upon it as de-
rogatory to send their daughters to be married as is uni-
versally done in this province; and I pointed this out to

* [The landholders of 'Idar in the Mahikénthf province, north of the
Makhi river in the continental Gujarit.]”



EXPENSES OF THE JADEJAS. 348

the Jam and the Kachh Agents, and urged the necessi-
ty of making some arrangement, the benefit of which
would not be confined to the principal chiefs, but ex-
tend to all the inferior classes of Rajputs subject to
them, whether belonging to the Jadeja or any of the
other tribes.

¢« After sundry consultaiions the Jam came one morn-
ing with the Kuchh Agents, and told me that they were
tully satisfied that the only measure they could adopt
likely to be generally beneficial was to introduce the
custom of g1ving their daughters in marriage 1n the most
respectable families from which they now received thewr
wives  But 1if they confined theniselves in disposing of
their daughters to this part of the country, 1t would be
necessary that the other chiefs to whom they would 1n
that case be obliged to give them, should join theni in a
general arrangement for the disposal of their daughters
also, in the families of infenion chiefs to those with whom
they had heretofore been in the habit of forming marri-
age alliances The Jaun therelore propo~ed that I should
speak to the Raja of Dringadra* and the Rana of Por-
bandart and otheis on the subjeet; and both he and the
Kachh Agents stated that if all would agree to enter 1nto
this arrangement they were fully prepaied to do =0, 4nd
that the opportunity of the Jam’s daughtei’s marriage a
few months hence, when influential agents from all the
other Rajput talukas would be present at Nawanagar,
might be taken for concluding 1t. 1 have since spoken
to the Raja of Drangadra and the Thakur of Murvi on
the subject, and both appear to be most willing to agree
to whatever the Kachh and Nawanagar authorities may
require to get this arrangement effected ; and I have also
ascertained from the Réja, who is the principal chief to
whom both the Rao and the Jam would in this case have
to look for alliances for their daughters, that he would

% [The head of the Jhild Ryjputs ]
f [The head of the Jaitws Rajputs ]
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nut.gbject to concede the point, if required, of having to
proceed to Bhuj or Nawanagar on all occasions of mar-.
riage with the daughters of their chiefs, which would of
course be a highly honorable alliance for his family.”%

Arrangements such as those here contemplated, if ac-
tually made, would be of great importance in the dis-
posal of Jadeja females, the ditliculty of their marriages
according to the views of their tribe having been long,
as the reader must have observed, the principal tempta-
tion to the unnataral crime of infanticide The proposal
to eflect them received the approbation of Government

Colonel Lang, 1n noticing the Returns which he for-
warded to Government on this occasion, made the cheer-
ing intimation, that ¢“the proportion of female children
to males in all the tribes [Jadejd, Jaitwée and Sumrd)
1s now so nearly cqual, and the progressive increase of
the feinale population so regular, that if the retnrns can
be depended upon in other respects, there would appeas
to be every ground for beheving that the practice of in-
fanticide must have become almost cntirely extinet in
this province.” Ncver was a triumph of Christian phil-
anthropy of such magnitude_as this intimated in greater
simplicity of spirit and language

The actual state of the casc, as set forth by the Returns
forwarded by Colonel Lang, is thus recorded im the
following letter addressed to him by the Government of
Lord Falkland, through Mr. Sceretary Goldsmid, cn
the 22nd April 1851.

“Tt appears {rom the information furnished by you
that the population of Female to Male children, ascer-

* Colonel Lang added .—¢] hope I have also persuaded the Jam to
allow me to present an elephant on the part of Government to his
daughter on the occasion of her approaching marriage [with the Maha-
rijé of Jaudpur], instead of postponing for a time the collection of the
Tribute, as the former wotild mark much more strongly to the phuefs of
Rajputind, the intcrest taken by the British Government in the young
lady’s welfare,-and might therefore be more advantegeous to her. As
directed, however, I have left it entirely optional with the S, to re-
wafve.cither of these ibdiigentes he may prefer.”
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tained to have been born during the year of report is as
under.

Malis Females l Excess
Jade)d 248 1R 10 Males
Sumrd 16 N 2 Fumnaler
Jaitwa 4 5 1 Femule

)

‘While a companson of the present census with those of
preceding ycars exhibits the following results —

1844 1843 1816 1817 1818 1849
) ~ & 3 ~
o | 2 | Je e |es o |
HER £3(35 CHEHEHEHEHES
SN HEHBIEHEIEH RN
SR IS R RS TR RN R RN RS i
A ¢ & M R Y I I S S & T3
‘23@& g&“ﬂ-‘\ i =2 .'g‘i‘ﬂ“wﬁ‘i Q&ém
Tadeys 6,430]2,1750 6 $17) 2,131 6 500} 2,129 ,840] 2 779 7.255] 3,000 7,353) 3 237
Sume 4 3721 61 T8 271} 2ty 11| 298] es] 308) 462] 308
Jartwd 11 o7 157 e0| v T s e sl Ba2f esl) 141
L]

While the proportionate percentage deduced from the
above table is:—

, Years Jadeytts | Swim ds | Juduas Tears Jédigis | Sumras | Jatuds
1844 334-5 41 1-10 37 1847 40 2-3 60 1-4 ‘ 44
1845 35 3-10 15 1-h 48 1-5 IRIR 42 -7 00 4-10 51 1-6
1846 36 4-5 621-10 | 44 3-8 1849 41 tb 3-4 l 56 1-5

“The foregoing results, I am desired to remark, are
most satisfactory, and show the eflicacy and suitable-
ness of the measures adopted by Government in 1834,
at the recommendation of the Ilon’ble Mr Willoughby
then in charge of the Kathiawad Agency, for the sup-
pression of the crime of Infanticide; and appear to
justify the observation atthc close ofyom Gth paragraph,
that if the returns can be depended on, (and there seems
to be no reason to doubt their general accuracy) there
are grounds for the gratifying beljcf that the practice of
Infanticide must have become almost entirely extinet
in Kathidwad.

“Well and ably have you, in the opinion of Govern-
meat, confinued and carried out by means of concilia-
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tion and persuasion the good and humane work in
which Mr. Willoughby so indefatigably toiled for the
extirpation of the crime of Infanticide from Kathiawad ;
and the vigorous measures which that gentieman on-
ginated for eflecting that object have by the judici-
ous proceedings of yourself and of those who succeeded
him 1n the province been brought to a most successful
and gratifying termination.”

At the time that the Report now commented upon by
Gouvermmnent was 1ecerved in Bombay, Mr. Willoughby,
after a lengthened and distinguished service in India,
was on the eve of lus departure for Europe It wasa
matter of high gratification for i, and thanksgiving to
God, to observe the success which had attended the
measures for the suppression of the dreadful crime of
female infanticide which he had been instrnmental
either in arranging or devising. 'T'hat success, he justly
remarked in*his minutc on the occasion, “had been
far greater and much more rapid than the most
sanguine [acquainticd with the real difficulties of the
case] could have anticipated ” 1le justly attached
greal imporiance 1in securing the desired issue to
the vigorous manner in which the cases of proved 1n-
fanticide had been treated by him before he left the
province of Kathiawad ¢1I recollect,” he added, “that
by some, whose opinions I valued, I wasthought to have
invaded too strictly the sanctity of Rajput domestic
privacy,* and that the measures I had recourse to were
too harsh and likely to outrage the feelings of the whole
Rajput community. But I argued that those philan-
thropic men Governor Duncan and Colonel Walker
never intended that the engagements which they in-
duced the Jédejas to enter into should be waste paper;
and althongh T was aware that I was touching on de-
licate ground, I felt assured that I should find a power-

~fil ally in those feelings of parental affection, which

¥, [80 it was denominated, while, as sll our readers myst have sesn,

i6348 o privacy hich had not a particle of sanctity comnected wigh it.]
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exist in the human breast in every stage and degree of
civilization. The result has certainly proved that I
wae not mistaken. The few examples made inthe first
instance sufficed, and on Major Liang the more grateful
task has devolved of completing the good work, by meas-
ures of coneciliation and persuasion ; and 1 nced not add
how highly I approve of the manuer in which this most
able, humane, and intelligent officer has performed his
part.” We have seen in the letier already quoted the
estimate formed by Lord Falkland and his other col-
league, Mr Blane, of the labours of Mr. Willoughby, and
of Colonel Lang and his other successors, in this great
service of phiulanthropy. The sympathy of the Bombay
community was entirely 1n accordance with their judge-
ment of Mr sWilloughby’s merits 1n the case, though,—
as 1t often happens with regard to thelaudable exertions
of the officials of the Indian Government,—i1t was but
partially informed of the value, amonnt, and result of
his endeavours. A public testimoniul to Mr Willough-
by, recognizing not merely what he had done in the
case of infanticide, but lis general countenance and
support of the cause of philanthropy and enlightenment
in India, wasdetermined on; and many unsolicited sub-
scriptions to that memonal were immediately forthcom-
ing from Europeans and natives, both at the seat of the
presidency and 1ts outstations and the native states which
had benefited by his wise and merciful arrangements. %
Her Majesty’s Government, too, m1y be supposed to
hayve marked its sense of obligation 10 Mr Willough-
by, by nominating him, without his appearing as a can-

* At a meeting of Mr Willoughby’s friends held on the 21st Apnil,
1851, the following, amongst other resolutions, were passed.

1. “That the fmends of Mr Willoughby, on the occason of his
departure from India, after an extended and umnterrupted employ-
ment of thirty-two years 1n the most important departmonts of the
Civil Service, are desirous of expressing the regard and esteem which
they entertain for him in his personal character, the high opinion which
they have formed of him, as a most able and devoted servant of the
Government § and their gratitude for his philanthgopic labours in the
abeliiion of Tnfénticide in the province of KithiAw#d, and the public
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didate for the office, one of the Directors of the East
India Company under the new act which has come into
operationin 1854. It is the ordinance of God, how-
ever, that independently of the acknowledgements of
man, genuine benevolence should never fail 1o receive
its own reward.

The Reports on Infanticide in Kathidwad forwarded
by the Bombay Government since Mr Willoughby’s
departure to Europe have fully confirmed the belef of
the actaal suppression of the dreadful crime among the
Rajputs of that province. The census of the Jadejas for
1850, submitted by Colonel Lang on the 26th December
1851, shows a total of 202 maleand 267 female children
born and preserved during the year under review; that
of the, Sumids, of 24 males and 18 femalest and that of
the Jaitwas of 10 males, and 4 females ¥ The Jadeja
census for 1851 gives a total of 222 males and 216 females
born during that year; the Sumrd, of 15 males; and the
Jaitwa, of 8 males and 2 females. The Jadejd census for
1852, forwarded in the tempofary absence to sea of Col
Lang by Captain J.'T' Barr, his first assistant in charge,
on the 14th Apnl 1854, gives 214 male and 180 female

spint which he has umformly evinced mthe support of the Philanthrope,
Educational, and Laterary Institutions of Bombay ; and resolve to open
a Subscription for the commemoration of his name 1n this Presidency, m
connexion with the cause of Nafive enlightenment and mmprovement.

2. «That a Subscription be opened, of which a portion shall be
appropriated to the establishment of a Fund for the improvement of
Vernacular Literature, and a portion for the Education of Native Fe-
males. The Fund to bear the name of Mr Willoughby Subscribers
being at liberty to appropriate their contributions to either or both of
these objects.”

The third resolution had reference to the presentation to Mr. Wil-
loughby of a piece of plate with a suitable anscription

* The Court of Directors, on noticing the disproportron between the
mnles snd females of the Jaitwis here mentioned, remarked thet if was
‘““very desirable to ascertain the cause of the difference.” ‘The atten-,
tion of the Rénd of Porbandar and the Jim of Nawfnagar was, called

40 the circusmetance, but they gave no explasation W which,
thvugh worthy of ghenaik, wes probubly eutively inei L t
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births ; that of the Sumris 4 male and 8 female births ; and
that of the Jaitwis 3 male and 9 female births. Va-
riations 1n the proportions of the sexes intimated in
these returns can easily be accounted for without the
supposition of any casc of actual infantucide. No sus-
picions against any of the Rajput inbes now mentioned
were enterfained, exceptin a single instance, 1In which
they were proved to be unfounded On the 12th of
July 1854, however, a female of the Mhawar clan of
the Miand tribe, near Méahia on the gulf of Kachh, was
convicted before the Political Agent’s Court of Criminal
Justice in Kathidwad of Infunticide—of having occasion-
ed the death of her newlv-born twin infants by design-
cdly withholding fiom them the reqrusite nourishiment,
and sentencesd 1o a year’s napiisonment for the erume, a
punishment quite inadequate to the offence, cvenin the
view of certain extenuating circumstances, % The most
painfal fact brought to hght 1 ths ease, of which in-
formation was first given by an attachment mehté, was
the existence of the practibe of infanticide by the wild
herdsmen of her clan, hatherto overlooked in attempts
to suppress the crime, asproved by the number of males
in 1t being 94, while that of the females was only 24.
Anti-infanticide engagements have since been exacted
from the Mhawars; and they have been brought under
the censorship which lias becn <o successfully applied
in the case of the Jadejas.

* The Miinis, so denominated from Miin, or Miyén, one of therr
leaders, are land-pirates from Smdh who settled in thus district and on
the opposite coast about a hundred and forty years ago  They used to
set out on their predatory excursions on foot. "The native assessors of
Capt. Barr, who presided n ihe Courtof crinunal justice on the trial of
the woman above referred to, begged for a remission or mitagation of the
punishment, on the ground of her being an instrument 1n the hands of
her husband, and her occupaticn to some extent with an elder daughter
lylng sick 6f srall pox whe: the starvation ‘of the infhnts occurred ; bat
Lard Rliphinstone and his colleagues properly declined to comply with
W#ﬂg}u for the condonation of “murder ” The woman had ipii-
miated b Jiiegtion to the midwife to destroy her children; sa there
Wm? ‘a6 Mr her guilt.
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The historical incidents 1n the pursuit of anti-infan-
ticide measures in Kathiawad during the last three years,
though {ew, have been of some 1mportance. The Jam
of Nawanagar succceded in negotiating a marriage for
his daughter with the Mahardja of Jaudpur, though he
did not live to sce the completion of the nuptials The
young bride on the happy occasion, on the suggestion
of Colonel Lang, received from the British Government
ont of the Infunticide Fund, a paesent of an elephant
and other articles amounting in value to five thousand
rupees. Colonel Lang had resolved to endeavour, on the
assembly of Rajputs at the festivities, to get them to
consent to reduce the rumous expenditure 1ncurred on
such oceasions, but he was prevented from accomplish-
ing his wiches Wnung to Governmenteon the 18th
December, 1852, he says, “I take this opportumty of
acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary Lumsden’s
letter of the 13th July last, and the copy of the report
sent with it of the measures adopted for the prevention
of female Infanticide in the ™Mainpuri District. T had
hoped at the mairiage of the late Jamn’s daughter to have
got some arrangcinent made for diminishing the ex-
penses now attending Rajput marriages in this province,
by inducing the most influential Grasias to enter into
an agreement to marry their daughters into the same
families, or familics of the same rank, from which they
get their wives, but the unfortunate death of the Jam
just before the marriage took place prevented anything
being done, and when I lately visited his son and suc-
cessor I found that although professing, and I believe
gincerely, his willingness to enter intoany arrangement
which may be proposed by His Highness the Rdo of
Kachh regarding Rajput marriages for the future, he is
unwilling to do anything himself in the matter inde-
pendent of His Highness thé Rdo. Major Jacob kiudiy
came over to Nawdnagar for a few days when I was
there, and as he made himself acquainted with the feel-
ings both of the Rao und the Jim onthe subjpet, Tthigk
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some good might be done by getting a deputation of in-
fluential Rajputs from the differentinibesin Kathiawad,
commissioned by the principal chiefs, sent over to Bhy
to discuss the matter with His Highness the Rao, and
endeavour to get some arrangement cffected regarding
therr future marriages through Major Jacob 1 have
heard from that officer that His Highness greatly ap-
proves of the Mainpuri measures as far as he under-
stands them, and there can of course be no question of
the great advantage of any mcasures which will enable
the Rajputs herc and in Kachh to reduce the expendi-
(ure now 1ncurred=at then daughters’ marriages, without
subjecting themselves to any mmvidions comparisons or
remarks from their fellow Grasias.* | shall therefore

* [The Mamnfturi arrangements here referred to were effected by the
mfluence of Mr Charles Raikes, the magistrate of that district under
the Agra Government, and Mr W, H Tyler the officiating commis~
sioner of the Agra Division, in 1848  The Chohdn, Rdthor, and other
Rujputs of Mampuri, Agra, E'tawd, Farakbibdd, among whom female
mfanticide had prevailed to a grgat extent, agreed to dimimsh the ex-
pences of marnages and to regulate these expences accordmg to the
four following grades. »

“1st grade For Rijis or Talukdirs  The dower to be demanded
m behalf of a son from the parents or guardians of a marriageable
daughter shall not exceed Rs 500. One third of this sum to be paid
ol the period of lagan, onc third at the door of the girl’s father when
the marriage procession arrives, and the remainder in the shape of
pin-money (kanyadan,) ete

“8nd grade For Zamindirs, Rs 250 One third, etc as above

“ 8rd grade. For others i easy circumstances, Rs. 100  One
third, etc as above

4tk grade  For all other decent people, one rupee.”

It was resolved, too, that by these chiefs no demand should be made
n excess of the sums now specified, while a tather might give more if
he chosg; that  the insolence of Brihmans, Bbéts, and Barbers, and
others who ahuse decent people for not spending large sums at marriage
teremonies,”” should be represented to the magistrate for redress; and
thag enly a moderate number of persons should be invited to marriages.

Whilé there was scarcely a daughter foind in the houses of the
Chobin Thhkurs in 1843, there were 1,482 girls living, of six years and
under, in OQctober 1851.

The direct antisinfanticide mensures pursued in the Mainpuri dis-
tricts were théfollowing :—

“In Chohén and Phétak villages the watchmen are ordered io give
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ascertain from Major Jacob whether His Highness the
Réo would be willing to receive adeputation of the des.
eription I have proposed, and 1f =0 and Government ap-
proves of the measure, I have no doubt that I could get
one sent by the principal chiefs of this province at any-
time-that would he most convenient to His Highness
the Rao.”

This subject of reducing the expenses of Jadeja mar-
riages 1= etill under the earnest consideration of the
R4jkot agency, though, to use the words of Captain
Barr, “owing to the departure of that experienced offi-
cer (Colonel Lang) from Kathidwéid ind Colonel Jacob
from Kachh, little progress has yct been made in effect-
ing the objectin view ™

From the resolntion of Lord Elphinstone’s Govern-
ment dated 11th May 1854 on the Infanticide Report
of Kathiawad for 1852, we make the following import-
ant extract. “The number of male and female chil-
dren of these three caste< ascertained to have been born
during the ycar 1852 was :—

k2
. Ercess of
Afales Females
Afales Females
Jadeyd 214 180 H
sumrd 4 8 4
Jatngd 3 9 [

“The total ascertained population of the three Class-
es in 1852, contrasted with the years 1842 and 184%

information of the hirth of a female child forthwith at the police station
A berkendiz goes to the house and sees the child. The Thénddér in-
forms the magistrate, on which an order is passed that after one montb
the health of the new-horn child should be reported. The watchmen
ave further bound to give information if any illness attack the child,
when a superior police officer (either thaniddr, mohari, or jamadér, at
once goes to the village, seés the child, and sends the report to the ma-
gistrate,—Report on Measures adopted in the District of Mynptgu'y:
for the provention of Fomale Infanticide. Agra, 1552, Later. pro-
ceedings in these Districts have been very satisfactory. )
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and the annual average of the five years endingin 1846
and 1851 respectively show the following results,

Males Females
TL, 5% ST 3
&3 L35 < §8 < B3
5.3 SR Sow S
B2} = B 1817 £ 5= 1852 1842 | S <~ |1si7) S 1= (1852
£E3 32 £if £Es
s N2® i <=
Jideyd 6,129) 6,190 | o811 7,338 17,8181 4%411 2147 [2,579) 4 225 | 3,686
Sumn 4 401 19 111 467 98] 11 164 24K N7 316
Jaitwd 153 157 | ay 245 { 21 ").,)‘ 591 1o 128 | 134

“The proportion-percentage which the female bore
during the years 1842 and 1852 to the male population
of these castes was as {ollows . —

Féde pits Samrus Jeatuas
1n the yoar 1812 | 30 40 1-6 34
Avarage of the Sycars ending 1810 33 2-3 18 1-8 17 9-19
Inthevou 1847 40 2-3 60 1-4 44
Average of the 5 vears ending 1851 | 44 11-12 65 1-3 521
In the yem 1852 17 1-0 69 2-5 57

“ Resolved that these results, as shewing a steadily
progressive dininution of the disproportion 1n the ag-
gregate number of the two sexes, and the fact that no
grounds exist for supposing that during the year of re-
port any casc of Infanticide occurred 1n the province of
Kathidwad are highly gratifying %

“That the First Assistant Political Agentin charge be
so informed, and that with reference to paragraph 7th of
his letter, the Acting Political Agent be requested to
persevere in endecavouring to secure a reduction in the
Jadeja marriage cxpenscs.”

. This resolution was duly communicated to Captain
Barr by Mr. H. L. Anderson, Secretary to Government
in the political department.

With such competent and expenienced political func-
tionaries as hold office 1n Kéthidwad and Kachh, and

* [It must be remembered that the wives of the Jidejés, belongjpg as
they do to other Rajput tribes, aro not included in the census, and that
their’ sheence aggravates the apparent disproportion of males and fe-
males. §

22
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are expected soon to resume their duties in these pro-
vinces, and such vigilant superintendence as they will
enjoy under Lord Elphinstone, who so ably directed 1n
the first instance the successful measuies for the suppres-
sion of the Marya and other human sacnfices among the
Khonds of the moundains of Orisi,* and his colleagucs,
the efforts of one of whom 1n the cause of anti~infanti-
cide in Kachh as we shall immediately see were highly
commendablt and important, we cannot donbt that,
with the blessing of God, the cau<e of the preservation
of Rajput infants is safe in their hands.

* Anonteresting ““Ihistory of the Rise and Progiess of the Opera-
tions for the Suppression of Iuman Sacrifice and Female Infanticide
in the Hull T'racts of Onissa’® has just been pullished in the Selections
from the Records of the Government of India (Hm%c Department)
No, ¥. This fasciculus contans the more mportant passages of Lord
Eiphinstone’s able mmutes on the best meaus of abolshing these horrid

,customs The grand total of Marids saved fromsactifice up to the 13th
Apnl 1853 was 1,250, and of Poshids, 813 The existence of the rite
of human sacrifice among the Khonds was first brought to hght by Mr
Russell of the Madras Civil Sertice, n a report dated the 12th August
1836



CHAPTER XV.

REPORT ON INFANTICIDL IN RACHIL BY VR, LUMSDEN —
HIS REMARKS ON THL 8TATISTICS OF TIIL POPULATION
OF THE JADEJAS AND O TIHE DITFICULTIES OF THE
MARRIAGE OF THEIR D \UGUTLRS— REPORTS O' COLO-
NELROBERTS AND THERLVILW MADE OF TILEM BY GOV~
ERNMEAT—REPORT OF MR OGILVIEC — RUPORTS OF
CAPTAIN RATKLS — REVARKS BY MAJOR Jicod ON
CERTAIN PROPOSALS— LATLST STMMARY OF ANTI-
INFANTICIDE PROCELDINGS IN KACHII BY THE BOM-’
BAY GOVERNMLNT.

'T'ri. 1eport on Infanticide 1 Kachh for the year 1342
was presented to the Bombay Government, on the 11th
August 1843, by Mr. J G. Lumsden, of the Civil Ser-
vice, appownted political agent 1n that province 1n sue-
cession to Mr DMalet removed to Katluawad Itis a
document of great ability and 1mpoitance, its author
having become well acquainted with the history and
economical position of the Jadejas dwing a service of
several years in which, as speaal commissioner at
Adhoi in Wagar, he laboured with singular application
and suceess to unravel the inysteries of the comphieat.
ed claims of the Bhujy and Murvi famiiies for the sover-
eignty of that district and the ownership of some of its
bandars, or ports. 'The greater portion of it we transfer
o our pages.

Mr. Lumsden handles the Jadeja sfatistics, as bearing
on the progress of the cause of anti-infanticide, ina mas-
terly manngr.
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Afier noticing the returns forwarded by Colonel Mél-
vill~—according to which the proportion of males to
females among the Jadejas had fallen from 146 to 1 to
105 to 1,%—he thus proceeds *—“The retarns for the pre-
sent year are for 104 villages and show a population of
purc Jadeja blood of 6,909, which is not quite an excess
of 200 indivaduals over the last, and therefore they
afford the means of a pretty accurate comparison It 1s
grahfying to ob~cive that 1n these returns the general
average has {allen from 105 to 8310 1.

*%The proportion of males and lemales hiving nnder 1
year, 1s equallv high with that of last year, or 1 10
1-2 which 1115 1o be observed 1= very little 1n excess of
the natural proportion of male to {cmale births 1n many
other conntric~, while in the column fromeabove 1 year
to 5 vears the proportion of females has actually risen
from1to5 1101 to2 3 males  'There 1s also a slight
diigution 1n the proportion of deaths under 1 year, a
column to which suspicion of uniamr practises 18 most
likely to attach. though in the present year none such
have come to hght nor has a single case of infantieide
been detected ’

“T'o pursue this inferesting investigation, and to es-
tablish the proof of a progressive improvement, I have
constructed a table based on the caleulations made by
Colonel Melvill and forwarded by him with his report
on infanticade, No 11R, dated 8th December 1840.”
“Two facts [connected with 1t} alone require to be no-
ticed. The first, that the successive returns during 3
years for periods of 25 years ago scem to establish that
our remonstrances and exertions at that early period of
our connection with Kachh were not altogether unat-
tended with success. 'The other fact will require com-
ment hereafter. It is the only subject of regret connect-
ed with the present réport. The disproportion between

. Mr. Lumsden, en passant, corrects an error of Colonel Melvill's
classification of certain tribes. The Ajénis mentioned by the lonel
48 a separate tnibe are merely a brancl of the Khenghrifh(.
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Jadeja females disposed of cither by betrothal or mar-
riage and those unprovided for, which was in 1840 only
1 t0 1-437, of the latter and m 1841 only 1 10 1127,
has in the present year increased to 1 to 2 01, though in
all three ecases the female children under 1 year have
been excluded from the calculation )

“1 have stated that the census of the Jadejd popula-
trion for the year 1841 was taken from 103 villages, and
that another village which had been omitted by mistake
has becn 1ncluded 1n the 1eturns {01 the past year. Th%
partics who tonk the census m 1511 were two Muham-
madan officers of the darbar  I'he retuins, now nndey
consideratron, wete diawn up by two Hindu nebtis,
Madhava)i mehta and Desid Karamehand; and we have
therefore a favorable oppmtiunty of judaing of then
correctness by comparison.  In 1841, there were born
177 daughters, while of girls above 1 year to 5, there
were living 127, This gives anaggregate of 301 female
children who should be accotinted for in the columns
for 1842 hcaded from above 1 year to 5, and upwards
In 1842, we find under the former colurmn 275, and
adding 10 (the number of deaths during the past yeal
of that age) we have 285, leaving a balance of 19 girls
unaccounted for, who may be supposed to have in the
interval exceeded the age of 5, or their ages to have
been wrongly reported In 1841, there were living
from above 5 to 15 years, 119 Jadejad girls  In 1842
we find by the column from above 5 to 15 years, that
there were living no less than 147 girls to which should
be added 3 who dicd during the past year I we here
suppose the 19 missing in the former column to have
passed into this, we have still an excess of 12 girls above
the number to be accounted for. But this cxcess might
be occasioned either by a mistake among a class of peo-
ple a8 careless as the Jadejds in réporting to successive
and . different mehtas the age of their daughters or by
the %dditional village in the present table, or it might
be due to ognissions in the former census. 1If; then, we
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pursue the snquiry we find that in 1841, there were liv-
ing of 1lio third class, or girls from 15 to 25 years of age,
130. In 1842, we find in ##e corresponding columns
136. Here again we have anexcess of 9 girls above the
former ccnsus  Since we'have, also 1n thas instance to
add 3, who died during the preceding year, of Jade)a
females who had passed their® 25th year, ther¢ were re-
gisteregin 1841 only™26 and in 1842 we have 29. None
died of this clas< in the course of the year  The aggre-
gale excess of the three last ecolnmns in the census for
184@, 18 therefore 12+ 9+ 3, or 24, to which, if we add the
number of rths dmung the past year 114, and deduct
the aggregate of the deaths above 1 year or 10 + 3 + 3=
16, we have a total of 122, which 1f added to the num-
ber of the living 1n the former year, should exactly cor-
respéad with thg nnnber retwrned as afive in the pre-
sent; and this 1« found fo be the case, since 579 + 122
aré Y01. )

“The agreement may aleo be shewn wn a general
way. There were alive in 1841, when the census was
taken, 579 women ; [rom whieh, 1f we deduct the death~
during the past year above 1 year or 16,4e have 563 to
be accounted for. Add 114, the nnmber living under 1
year, and we have 677, which dedueted from %01 leaves
the same excess of 24 In seeking to account for thic
excess, we find that 9 females aie living in the village
of Wadawa not included in the last year’s returns, and
that 15 girls of different ages must consequently havc
been omitted in the census for 1811

“The exact agreewnent of the two tables is a subject
of agreeable surpnse, when 1t is borne in mind that His
Highness employs but two mehtis in taking the census
from which the tables have been constructed, and that
as a greater guard against collusion the same mehtds
did net prosecute these inquirics in the years 1841 and
42.”

Of the marriage arrangements of the Jadejas of Kaolih,
on which so much must dependl in connexi@n with- the
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preservation of their female offspring, Mr. Lumsden
thus ably treats

“T have now to revert {0 the great and increased dis-
proportion wlich the Jadeja females, disposed of by
marriage and betrothal,.beat to those who are unpro-
vided for in the census of the past year. This 15 a sub-
ject of serious concern, snce it 15 evident that 1f the
Jadejas are unable to procure matches for their.daugh-
ters, this alone will crénte a strong tendency 1o revive
the inhuman practice which we are struggling to abol-
1sh o #

“Female celibuacy is viewed as a reproach and dis-
grace by all of ITindu extraction, and in the Kast (as
Nir A. Burnes observes i a statistical account of Wa-
gar and with*reference to the prescrvation of Jadeja fe-
males) is bui foo {requently synomimous with prestitu-
tion. As the cxcellenee of the present preventive sys-
tem must tend cudently to aggiavate this evil each
<uccecding year, it becomes a matter of the deepest
moment to consider 1n time how 1t may be counteract-
ed and te endeavom to devixe a remedy

¢ I confess gy inability to sugge~t once at the present
tine ; and it will he as well torecapitulate the difficulties
with wlieh the subjeet is surtounded n this country
'I'he geograplical pecubianties of Kachh scpaate 1ts
snhabitants 1n a great degee Nomintercomse wath the
surrounding couninies and from any adnnxture of for-
ergners with its people. The greater portion of the Raj-
put population is of the Jadeja tribe. But no Hindu can
marry a descendant of Ins own gofre or male stem A
Jadeja cannot therefoie marry a Jade)i and the few re-
maining Rajput lhouses in Kachh arc not sufficient to
supply husbands for a tenth part of the Jadeja girls who
will be marriageable in a few years. Their parents
must ¢onsequently scek for matthes beyond the pro-
viree. . ‘It is Dot to be expected,’ as Coulonel Melvil
justly remarks, ¢ that the inhabitants of distant coun-
tries: who #%an find wives much nearcr home, should
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make long journies and incur heavy expences merely
for the honor of a Jadeja alliance ”

“ There is a large class of the poorer Jadejas who
gain their subsistence as cultivators of the ~oi}] The
subdivision of property, improvident habits, and the in-
creasing population which is caused by a long period
of tranquillity, are adding daily to their numbers, st
i@ be sapposed that men so sitnated ecan depute a per-
sou to seck beyond the province for an alliance for their
daunghters, or that they can gencrally rehingmsh theiy
sole means of subsistence, and migrate with therr faini-
lies for a similar purpose  What then must be the re-
sult? It may be starthing, but as it appears inevitable,
it would be worse than folly to remain blind to the fact
If a remedy be not devised, and 1f a1d b€ not 1n some
shape afforded to this helpless class in the disposal of
their dauglhters, we must expect to behold the intro-
dubtion among them of an utter profligney of manners,
promiscuous 1ntercourse and concubinage

“ There i« indecd another refuge from sueh scandal
and dishonor. It is to revert to the horrible practice
from the opprobrium of which we seem at length to
have rescucd this country With the intention of ult-
mately relieving the threatened evil, His Highness has
of late years adopted a measure which has an imme-
diate tendency to increase it He 1s ambitions that his
tribe should ally itself in marriage with the numerous
and high caste Rajput families of Jaudpur and Méar
wad. To this end he has broken off the eustom of in-
termarrying with Muhammadans, which was formerly
very prevalent among the Jadejas, stimulated, as he as-
serts, by the consideration that there arc comparatively
few great Muhammadan fanrilics, and therefore few ad-
vantages to be expected from their alliance. But he
has not as yet prevailed upon the Jadejas to reform ano-
ther custom to which in the eyes of a strict Hinduiis 2
violation of the most important obligation in his ‘tleed
and which constitutes its prircipal feature.®# From the
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Réao downwards, the Jadejis have employed from tuue
immemortal Mubammadan cooks, and thus disquahiy
themselves for forming the conneciions about which he
18 so solicitous It 1s His Ihghness’sintention, I be-
lieve, to bring about an tmnovation  But though such
an act would secure the applause of all Hindus he has
not had the boldness to attemnpt 11 The Jodepi chiefs
are extremely jealous of then ancient usages, and mdny
of them acknowledge 1n a measure the eflicacy of the
Muhammniadan creed. 'Thus the whole of the Sahebam
Jadejas are actnally murids (or nominal diseiples) ol
the pir (saint) of Loharian Sindh At present, there-
fore, this measure of the Rio, hike all half-measures, 15
a failure  While it depuives hus tribe of a facility for
the disposal of their daughters which they formerly
possessed, 1t has not obtained o1 themn the wider open-
img to which he asprres

« It will not, T hope, be supposed that these remarks
convey an approval of Iis Ihghness’s intended reforn,
which T believe to have 11« origin more 1n the wounded
vanity of the IIindu than in the far-sceing poliey of the
sovereign. 1 look upon 1t solely in 1ts relation to the
subject under discussion; 1ts probable effect in provid-
ing fit and sufficient matches for the Jadega girls, and in
preserving the respectability of that anstocracy  Both
of these ends are cvidently in a mea~se dulies  Tn this
light to cousider and cven to respect prejudices, how-
ever childish, as they aflect onr cfiorts to aproot an
odious custom (without merely exchanging one cvil for
another) cannot be viewed as contemptible. Setting
Kachh aside, examples are not wanting, unfortunately,
in any age or country to convince us that the impulse
of a false creed, or that mere prescription onginating in
the most miserable vanity, are either of them suflicient
to make monstrous acts assume the garb of duties and
the most senseless practices to be regarded as sacred
obligations.

“Since,khen, the success of the Rao’s matrimonial
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negociations m Marwad seem to depend upon the light
in which the Jade)ds are 1egarded in those countries as
pure Ilindus, [ would rather wige upon Ilis Highness
the completion of his scheme ”

«The following palhiatives for the evil of celibacy
have been proposed on former occasions. A general
marriage fund among the Jadejis was recommended by
Colonel Melwill, who hoped to have mterested Govern-
ment in<apporting 1t. "Ulius measure, wlich would have
been highly politic and advantageousto the Jiade)as,
was lost by the passive opposition of that body It was
probably regarded as< a preccedent for taxation, of which
they have becn ever jealous.  'The fine fund, which was
to have added to the 1esources of the formier one, has
up to this hour provided only 1,523 koris.

“ An additroual reason which might be supposed to
act as a check upon marnage, by deterring the Rajputs
of the neighbouring conntries from contiacting alliances
with Kachh, was the amount of the customary expenses
always heavy among Rajputs, but nowlere more so
than ainong the Jadejis, and falling principally upon
the father of the brdegroom  The abolition of several
of the most vexatious was contemplated by Colonel
Melwill, to whose mfluence I attribute the fact that
their amount, of late years, has been much diminished
Still these fees remain, which may be justly characterized
48 the tnbute of an ostentatious vanity on the one side,
and as greedy and bare~taced plunder on the other, In
appendix C, I have detailed them for the information
of the Honourable tlic Governor in Council and my
efforts will not be wanting to induce the Bhaiyad either
1o suppress them entirely or to limit their amount for
the benefit of the poorer classes. %

* Eztra Marriage expenges among the Jidejis of Kachh common fo
all Rajputs but peculiarly heavy w Kachh, 1. Péalu. A present to
the fother of the girl by the father of the bridegroom according to the
rank of the party, generally from 1,000 to 10,000 koris, His Highness
the Rip whep he magried o daughter of Dringadrd pudgio the chief of
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“Such 1s the state of matters at the present time
While dwelling upon the threatened danger, 1 may
add that some prospect of ameclioration presents 1tself
{from our recent conquest of Sindh and the 1ncreased in-
tercourse which it 18 likely to lead to with this country.
The whole of the Nagar-Parkar, the T'har, and the ex-
tensive and desert tructs towards Anitkot and Jaudpur,
are inhabited by the numerous tribe of Sodhis, a race
who abhor infanficide and from time ymmemorial have
been allied with the Jadejas, swhom they hold in high
esteem. ¥ Sir A. Burnes, 1n a paper on Pirkar ob-
scrves, as far back as {826, that ¢they had begun to
look to Kachih in the hopes of finding Jadeja wives for
therr sons,” 'I'his good disposttion might be fostered

that state her famor 6,000 Rupees, T am nformed, under this head
2 Sdld-Katirt bl Lagar A sword to the father of the girl by ditto, of
more or less value sccording to circumsiances 3 Twuran Ghode A
horse to ditto, or an equivalent m money 1 Pirmuth. A fee pad by
the father of the bridegroon: to the Chirans ealled Wigsundy, strictly as
many koris as the one in attendance can hift with bis band from a full
handkerchiel or cloth, 5 Glum Jimpl ki Lagal A present given
hy the father of the bndegroom to the villuge officers, less or more as
hecan afford 0 Parwe  This 19 lovied from the father of the bride-
gioom hy the Charans, Dialwmans, Bhite, Wadis or Wihins, Langi,
Bhind, Brahim! bt and Riklban castes 'This 1s the most serous tax ot
wll. It has no hmits lut the supposed gencrosity, or ahility, of the
party from whom 1t 15 hterally exacted  Some of the chiefs of each of
these castes meaist on receiving a horse, others a sum of moncey, cloths,
or jewels The rest fix a nununum to be paid to exch indinidual of the
castes there present

The expences of the father of the gnl are linnied to the followmg
He has to feed the Bharat or the patties who form the marriage
tevenue u few days previous to, during, and after the ceremony, also
all the Parwa tribes, who attend, sometimes excecding several thou-
sands To the Bhaiat hc makes a present of clothes For his
daughter he provides jewels and clothing, as he may be alje to afford,
and a complete outfit of furmture snd essentials for house keeping.

* [The Sodhés certamnly do not themselves practise mfanticide, find-
ing it & profitable trade o sell then daughters to the Jadejds. It is o
be feared, however, that as they make nn efforts to get their grand-
children by their deughters presersed, they have hittle more abhorrence
of the erime #Mits goneral aspects than the Jidejis themselves.]
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and all avarlable means employed to induce them 1o
resort to Kachh. The Réo’s mothcr being herself a
Sodli of the Thar, is a favorable circumstance. Here
is a nearcr and more natural outlet for the disposal of
the mariiageable girls than is provided in the Réao’s
projected union with Jaudpur and Marwid, the ad-
vantage of which may turn out, after all, 10 be more
speculative than real ”

Mr taumeden, 1 conclusion, notices the tribes
“ who, under the general term of dhang and consisting
both of Jadejas and Muhammadans, have been guilty
heretofore of systematic infanticide ”  «''hese Jade-
Jas,” he states, “though as the term 1mplies, they have
degencrated, yet form a great portion of the Jadeja po-
pulation and are supposed to amount to %ix thousand
souls; the Muhammadans to two thousand Influ-
enced by a genuine zeal to extinguish this national re-
proach, His Highneess the Rdo on the 7th of January
1841, published a notificairon forbidding the practice
on the same penalties which are prescrbed for the Ja-
deja Bhaiyad. But no such stringent investigations are
applied to these tribes as ate used with the pure Jade-
jas. Without such we have sutheient proof in the ac-
companying tables,% that merc proclamations are com-
paratively a dead letter  Yet1t would be hardly fair to
call upon Ilis Highness, without an equivalent, to go to
the expense and 1o entertain the estabhishment which
would be required on an enlargement of the present
system. I have placed the case as it is before the Go-
vernment who may consider the situation of these peo-
ple as deserving of more particular attention.”

The valuable information contained in Mr. Lums-
den’s report on the decline of infanticide in Kachh was
considered by the Bombay Government, composed of
Sir George Arthur and his colleagues, as truly gratify-
ing. A copy of it was forwarded to the Court of Direc:

* These tables we omit, a8 the results which they indicaté #a¥e been
alrendy nientioned by Mr. Lurssden.)
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tors ; but as Kachh had in 1843 been placed,—inconsi-
derately we hold,—undecrthe Government of the newly-
conquered and unsettled provinee of Sindh by Lord El.
lenborough, it was simply put on the records of Bom-
hay without any specihic measure having been adopted
respecting 1t,

The reports on Infanticsde 1in Kachh presented to the
Government of Sindh for the years from 1843 1o 1846
were furnished by Licutenant-Colonel 1 (. Roberts,
the successor of Mr. Lumeden 1 the political agency
of that province  They bear distinet testunony to the
sealous endeavours of the Rao, and of Colonel Roberts
hiself, for the abolition of the dreadful erime, which,
there was reason to fear, was shll practised to a very
consuderable®extent  Thiey were declared to be “satis-
factory™ by Sir Chatles Napier; but nesther lie nor the
Government of India appear to have made them the
subject of special consideration A few of the incidents
which they notice may be recorded

In 1843, of 613 malcs between two and five years of
age, 32 died; while of 318 females of the samne age no
fewer than 42 died, evidently showing that negleet or
violence was the eanse of the greatly 1nercased rate of
mortality 1n the latter 1nstance  The number of mar-
nages ol Jadeja daughters continned to be very limated.
Suspicions against vanious Jadeja villages were formed
and expressed by the mehtéd who analysed the returns
farmished by the censors, and who proposed that anurse
and a peon should be added to the censor establish-
ment Colonel Roberts procured additional pay for this
mehta, who had been but poorly requited for his ser-
vices, and got him an assistant Gujarati writer. He
thought that a more signal punishment than either fines
or imprisonments should be inflicted on offenders; and
he proposed that “a proclamatioh should be issued
awarding death, or at least transportation for life with
confiscation of property to all found guilty of this most
atrocious cMime.” This recommendation escaped no-
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tice both on the bauks of the Indus and the Ganges.
but it attracted attention on the banks of the Thames.
The Court of Directors, in a dispatch dated 4th June
1845, declined fo sanction 1t, observing that what was
wanted was “ greater certwinty of detection rather than
more rigorous punishment of those who are detected ™
On the 251h October 1845, Colonel Roberts mentioned
that only eleven marnages of Jadeja females had taken
place. ¢'I'he Govermment annual grant,” he added,
¢ and that of His Hlighness the Rio, of Rs. 4,000 cach,
towards the marnage of the daughters of the poore:
Jadeyjas, has not been called into operation during the
year, the fund formerly accumulated on acconnt of the
suspicion of mmfanticide [the Fine Tund] and amount-
ing to koris 4,175 having been sufficientg and of these
3,200 koris were paid to poorer Jidejds on the oceasion
of their daughters’ maniages™ Three cases of infant-
icide in 1845-6, were not only proved but admitted:
while no fewer than cighteen others scemed to have
occurred. The Rio stienuonsly protested with reference
to this matter with some of the Jadejas summoned to the
Darbar and the Agency, when new engagements were
exacted from them ¥  Colonel Roberts expressed his

* Jidejd Khengarji of Sumari Rohd writes thus  [After noticing
his former agreements which welc all1ead.] *Regarding the 2nd
article of the agreement of 1839-40, I was questioned, when it appearcd
that 1t was not altogether fulfilled, when as I could not make any ex-
cuse, I requested pardon and petitioned that I would take cerlan
measures to see that the followng arrangements were duly carried out
wiz. 1. A skilful midwife, such as shall be approved of by the Dar-
bir writers, 1 willalways entertain as a servant, and she will every two
months travel through all the villages belonging to my clan and come
and inform me of the numnber of women in Jabour [pregnancy?] and the
number of months, that she and I may be able to give an aceount to the
Darbér writer when he comes round. 2. Whenever a premature birth
shall oceur, this midwife will inform me of it, so that I may keep a cor-
rect account of it, and of those who are in child-labour. 8. Thus as is
written above in the st article the account of women in child-labour
being kept, after nine months, I wull cause mqu?nto be made and tpke
great care about it, and not neglect it.. If after this angneglect ahwtid
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opinion, in January 1847, that in order to prevent the
subdivision of property, in the case of nany male births,
or infanticide in case of female, the use of abortive me-
dicine was very much resorted to,” thus opening up
another black page of the record of Rajput erime

The Report on Infanticade m Kachh for the year
1846-7 was prescnted by (ol Robarts, on the Sth Ja-
nnary 1848, to the Bombay Goverummnent, to which the
political superintendence of that countiy had beenagain
judiciously restored by the Nupreme Government of
India It occupied only asingle leaf; but the Returns
which 1t furmished were carefully gone over at Bombay,
where it was thus acknowledged by Mr  Secretary
Malet, on the 18th Apul of the year m which at was
recerved,

« It would appear from the information now supplied,

be apparent on my part,the two Governments may {ake auv measures that
will satisfy them 4 T will keep a strict regaster of all male and fe-
male births, with such witnesses and explanations of all deaths caused
hy disease etc as will be satisfactory to the DaibarAgents 5 From
the form of the births and deaths of children which the Darbir sends
annually for, the two Snkdrs observe that more deaths {rom diseasc
oecur amongsl the female than the male children, and that sufhcient care
and protection 13 not afforded to the former, and on this account desire
greater cautions , therefore I will take every possitle means as alove
and by every other way endeavour, so that 1t may be certan the fe-
male infants will be carefully nourished amongst the lnethien ot ny
tribe, so that 1t will he apparent to the two Goveinments 6 Should
any of the wives of my brethren go abroad o1 mnto any other country
or to the homes of their fathers, and there have female nfants, and put
them to death, this will not be on my head, I only answer for what may
take place in my country. Thus having 1n view as wniten n the above
articles together with the former engagements, I will be answerable
that g‘rea‘: care is taken, so that should any difference exist and the ar-
rangemeht not be sufficient then the iwo Governments are nasters and
shall make what arrangemenis they choose, and such shall be binding
on me

The above in the name of my forefathers I agree to.—Ja'nEsa
Kuemga'mr' of Sumari Rohd

. Dated Tth May 1846.

A similar agreemeiit wag entered into separately by nine of the other
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compared with that furnmished by Mr. Lumsden in hi»
report for the year 1842, that a considerable increase
has taken place in the Jadejd population since that
period as shown 1n the following table :(—

Jéideyu Males Jadeya Females
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Results which the Hon’ble the Governor 1n Council con-
siders to be extremely satistactory, especially as shew-
ing that the disproportion between the male and female
children from five years old and under, is rapidly dis-
appearing ; in 1842 the number of male children of
these ages having amounted to 829 to 389 females,
while 1n 1847 the number of children of the same ages
was 725 males to 583 females

« [t is also satisfactory to find, from Appendix No 2
to your report, that the proportion of females to males 1n
the Jadejad population of Kachh has during the last
seven years been steadily on the increase. 'The number
in each year from 1840-41, having been as under ;=

In 1840 4} 1 ¥emale to 14 6 Maless &
In 184142 1 do to 10 5 do

In 1842-43 1 do to 8 8 do

In 1848-41 1 de to 7 6 da

In 1844-45 1 do to 6 05 d&,

1n 1845-46 1 do to 6 00 da,
In 1846-47 1 do , to B 7 do,

“ His Honor in Council is mueh concerned to per-
ceive from your report that no less than 15 cases of i q}#‘
fanticide are proved to have been commutéd i M
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during the year 1846. The parties who have been
convigted of these murders, have, you state, been fined
according to their means; but, that persoms guilty of
this revolting crime in Kachh are not at present visited
with adequate punishment is plain from your remarks
in the abstract census of the Jadc)a population, wherein
1t is stated, that in no less than thrce of the proved cases
of infanticide, the parties concerncd were not visited
with any punishment whatever, having becn excused
on account ‘of poverty,” and in three of the other proved
cases a fine of only 25 koris (about rupees 7) was levi-
ed, and in another a fine of 40 (about rs. 11) koris was
imposed—punishments altogether inadequate and {rom
the imposition of which it is not 10 be expected that the
crime will exer be extinguished.

“You will perceive that the following stipulation 1s
made in the 2nd article of the engagements into which
the Jadeja chiefs of Kachh enteied with His Highness
the Raoin the year 1840: ‘Whenever a newly born child
15 destroyed among the Bhaiyad the chicfshall give in-
formation to the Darbér within the space of fifteen days,
in order that the murderer may be visited with puaish-
ment by fine or otherwise. If the chicf conceals any in-
stance of the crime, or neglects to take such measures
as are sure to prevent its concealment from himself, and
information of its having bcen committed reaches the
Darbdy, from another quarter, then the chief himself
shall sabmit to be hecavily fined. It thereforc behoves
the chief to take good precautions; and whenever it is
ascertained that the wife of a Jadeja has been pregnangt
and the child is stated to have been born prematurely,
or & have died naturally, in such case, four respectable
men take cognizance of the fact and their verdict
shall Mb&e{aorted to the Darbar within fifteen days.’ It
fﬁlhwm&hﬁmﬁ)te, that in cases where the guilty partics
Jlm WW) y a fine, it could not have been inteads

should altogether pseape punishuent. | On

*MM lgz?«éuzagemem above quoted, anquewbn-
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ably gontemplated the award of imprisonment in such
cases, at first for a moderate period, and afterwards in-
creased with reference to the magmtude of the offence
as the resolution of Government to suppress the crime
became more fully and certainly known. Unless His
Highness the Rao strictly enforces the provisions of the
above article, and visits cach proved case of Infant-
icide with a suitable punishment ‘by finc or otherwise,’
it is evident that the endeavours of the British Govern-
ment for the sappression of this ¢rime in Kachh will in
a great measure be rendered abortive You will accord-
ingly be pleased to bring this subject to the notice of
the Réo, and strongly urge upon His Highness the pro-
priety and necessity of his hereatter dealing with great-
er rigour with those who thus set at nought, not only
His Ilighness’s injunction but theirown solemn engage-
ments to abstain fromn, and to do all in their power for
suppressing the commission ot infanticide.

“ His Honor in Council deems 1t cxtraordinary after
such engagecments had becn entered into, that such
lenieney, as is mentioned in your report, should have
been pursued by Ili« Highness, towards parties who
had been proved gulty of this dreadful crime; and ]
am desirer to request that you will be pleased to ex-
plain what remonstrances were oficred by you against
this course.

“You will be pleased to report to Government the
result of His Highness's investigation into the four cases
of Infanticide which have happened during the year
1847. ‘

“With reference to the 4th paragraph of your letter,
in which you state ‘there arc also somne irregularities
with regasd to the usual reports, directed to be made 1o
the Darbar, immediately on the death of a child having
been omitted, I an desired to request that yog, will
urge His Highness the Réo to adopt effectual meagnres
to prevent a repetition of these irregularities.

“¥From the statement of the Receipts and, thqm;
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ments of the Infanticide Fund, annexed to your report,
1t appears that the amount granted in aid of marriages
is in every casc the same, namely 800 koriz. His Honor
1n Council considers the system pursued in Kathiawad
to be preferable.  In that province a careful enquiry is
instituted into the circumstances of each applicant for
aid; the amount granted is fixed with reference thereto,
and seldom cxceeds 250 Rupees, often being so low as
100 Rupees. It is, moreover, in the opimon of Govern-
ment in every rcspect desirable that the expense of
Jideja marriages should be checked as much as possi-
ble, an object which would not be promoted when as-
si1stance is granted at onc uniform rate.

“Your report underacknowledgment being extremely
meagre, I aml desired to inform you that Government
will expect a much fuller report for the year 1847-48,
and to furmsh you with a copy of the Infanticide report
for Kathiawdd forwarded by Major Lang on the 30th
December 1847, in conformity with which, you will be
pleased as far as may be practicable to frame your
future repoits ”’

From the eaplanations given by Colonel Roberts, on
the 8th June 1848, in reply to this communication, we
give the following extract.

“With regard to the adequate punishment it is one
of extremc difficnlty. Many are the 1astanees when
the parties have positively nothing.  They subsist
themselves and families on the labour of their hands,
and as shepherds in attending and foraging the cattle
and sheep belonging to the villages at which they re-
side. ‘Phese people are unable to make a money pay-
ment as a fine to any amount; and the alternative, im-
prisonment, Hiz Highness “the Rao would be always
ready to inflict, but in the case of the poor classes if the
individual had a famnily they wounld, being deprived of
the subsisténce gained by his labour, starve, and in the
case of his liaving no family he would consider it small
putiishien® to be imprisoned when food is abundantly



372 LENIENCY OF PUNISHMENTS FOR INFANTICIDE!

provided, and labour if awarded always light. % His
Liordship in Council may rely on the cordial co-opera-
tion of His Highness the Rao in the endeavours to sup-
press infanticide, His Highness proposed punishments
which were considered by the Hon'’ble the Court of
Directors as far too great. His Highness the Réo is
prepared to inflict any punishments the Hon’ble Board
may deem fit; and I have proposed to him{or the future
to submit the intended awards of punishment in each
case for the consideration of Government. The In-
fanticide report for 1847-48 shall be compiled agreeable
to your instructions; but the province is small compared
to that of Kathiawad, and T believe a lengthened report,
in the absence of any ncw matter, could only contain
repetitions of my former reports and those of my pre-
decessors.”

The Government remarked, on the 10th July 1848, in
reply to this representation, ¢ that although the explana-
tion thercin afforded of the lemiency hitherto exercised
by His Highness the Rao of Kachh towards persons
convicted of the crime of infanticide is far from satis-
factory, the Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council is
of opinion that, provided His Highness agrees to the
adoptiun of the course indicated in your 6th paragraph,
the object of Government will for the future be ensur-
ed.”

Some of the subsequent reports from Kachh have been
very much of the same character as those now noticed,
showing on the one hand a progressive increase of the
Jédsja female population, and, on the other, the evident

* ['The late excellent Archdeacon Jeffreys of Bombay was accus-
tomed to say, that nowadays too much is heard of the ““house of cor-
véction” and too litte of the ““rod of correction.”” Without lere dis-
cusding the propriety or impropriety of this opinion, we wounld respect-
fully suggest todiis Highntss the Réo, that it might be well toascertain,
by practical experiment, whether or not, in such cases as thiwe here
veferred to, the integuments of the backs of the mmrderous tribes of lis
*omsiry-are not move tender than the fibres and Lissuas of Hheir unfiel-
\;h Wuj v
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evasion of their engagements, and violation of the first
principles of humanity, by many individaals of the Ja-
dej& community.

In the report for 1848, Colonel Roberts expresses his
belief that a fixed sam, as in Kachh, in aid of the mar-
riages of poor Jadeja females is better than one appor-
tioned, as in Kathiawad, according to the circumstances
of individuals. He foundsthis opinion on the liability to
inposition by native authorities But the solution of
the merited preference must always depend on the
course of inquiry pursued by the political agent Colo-
nel Roberts, in the same document, expresses his just
regret that the census in Kachh 1s confined to the Ja-
dejas, while the surveillance of the Dhang, and other
tribes addicted to infanticide,*1s comparatively neglect-
ed.

At the end of 1848, the number of Jadeja males in
Kachh was 6,536 and of females only 1,297 At the
close of 1849, they had risen to 6,629 males and 1,403
females.

The Report for 1849, a remarkably lucid document,
was presented to Government by Mr Thomas Ogilvy,
of the Civil Service, the succes<or of Colonel Roberts in
the Agency. The following items of information which
it contained are worthy of notice

There were 250 male and 211 female births, and 136
male and 95 female deaths, being rather less than 2 per
cent of the former, and rather more than 6 per cent of
the latter; an increase over the returns of the preceding
yegr, =9 Tadejis with one daughteralive and of 22 with
! ith three, and of one with four daughters
alivey -rease of 33 betrothed, 57 unbetrothed, and
16 married and widowed femules. It appeared that of
350 male and 211 female children born in 1849, fifty+

’ kY P
* 1Of tkena tribes Colonel Roberts gives a list similar to that furnish-
ot by Colonet Melville, See above, p. 813.  The population of guch
of thvemn ne f¥e Hindus he ostimetos at 7,150 souls; and that of those of
thiem who are Muhammadans at 4,500
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three of the former and sixty-five of the latter died,
showing an excess of about 9 per cent of female over
male decaths  Of 242 males and 251 females born in
1848, none of the former, but 45 of the latter died. The
mehtas having been asked why the feinales of six, seven,
and eight years of age were entered as more numerous
than those of five, six, and seven in the corresponding
statement of 1848, they. explained to Mr. Ogilvy that
crrors had occurred in the cassification of the children
according to their proper ages last year, owing to the
new mode of rendering the returns  The proportions
of male and female deaths, from 1842 up to 1849, ave-
raged from under 2 to nearly 4 per cent, and in the case ™
of males; and from 6 to more than 9 per cent annually,
in the case of females  The females, however, had
doubled in number since the year 1842, and the dis-
proportion between the sexes had dimimshed one-half
“On examiuning,” says Mr Ogilvy, ¢“the returns when
first brought to me by the nichtds employed to prepare
them, the great excess of female deaths in some of the
villages appearing to require investigation, I addressed
His Highness on the subject on the 20th October, and
have the honor to annex a translation of that communi-
cation. The returns having been amended since then,
somc disagreement will be found with Statement V.
now forwarded  His Highness replied in person, when
he very fully eaplained his sentiments. The answer, he
obscrved, was plain, that the measures of Government
for the preservation of their daughters, met with no
sympathy from the Jadejas, and that in nume 1s in-
stances, ncglect now accomplishes wh wn-
mary modes before clfected.  Hethus, [a. wh-
ing all the obligations of the Jadejis to abandon infan-
ticide in detail] procceded ‘Averse to the preservation of
their daughters, in spite of natural affection, in spite of
the precepts of their religion and of the orders of both
(Giovernments, the Jadejas were not slow to discover way$
1o evade the engagements by which they were bound.
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They could represent that a child, really of full time,
had died from premature delivery. They could induce
sickness by unwholesome diet, and then report through
the mehtas that death had ensued from natural causes

They could cscape responsihility by sending their
worien to be delivered out of the country  The mid-
wives employed belong to the chiefs’ villages, and are
therefore under their influence  If the British Govern-
ment arc satisfied with the progress of their measure,
matters may be allowed to praceced as at present, but to
extingwish the cnime eflectually, other means must be
adopted. The time for mere warning has passed, and
Government have a right, if so disposed, to revoke the
guarantecs, the condiions of which have been broken.
The Jadejas may justly be assessed tll the objects of
both Governmeuts have been accomphshed  This 1s
my private opimon. The chiefs, however, will remon-
strate, and T shall publicly join 1n their remonstrance,
for I cannot separate wmyself from their interests, or act
1 opposition 1o their advice, without rnisking the ruin
that the emnity of the Bhaiyad brought on my father

Bharmalyi’ 7

“The statements promised by His Highness,” Mr.
Ogilvy added, “giving a ccnsus of the population of
other tribes suspected of practising 1nfanticide, will be
{urnished in the ensuing vear. In deference to the
wishes of His Highness the Rdo and lis chiefs, Gov-
ernment have fixed the amount of donations to be given
1o the poorer Jadejas, to aid them in marrying their
daungfgik * -+ koris 800 (rupees 211,) and have abstain-
ed fros®’ Q»@ﬂ.ing'their points of difference, so long as
eVils'éE}e et found to fo]lqw. It occurred to me that
the British Politzcal Authorities might promote His
Highness’s object of encouraging in,,terxqarriages between
the Jédejas and the Rajputs of Rajputana, but the sugs
gestion did not accord with His Highness’s views. The
Rajputs diglike all interference with their domestic af-
fairs ; and it is better, therefore, to leave them to devise a
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mode themselves of removing the growing difficulty of
providing husbands for their danghters. His Highness
is negotiating a matrimonial alliance with the family of
Udépur, and hopes by that means to establish more
frequent intercourse between Kachh and Rajputéna;
but it appears to me somewhat doubtful whether the
benefits anticipated are likely to repay the heavy ex-
perse of such an alliance ”

‘With reference to the sunggestions of the Rao fora
further interference on the part of the British Govern-
ment with the Jade)ds in the matter of the violation of
their engagements, the Government requested Mr.
Ogilvy to inform His Highness, that being satisfied of
his sincere desire to see infanticide suppressed in his
dominions, 1t would await the result of further experi-
enee as 1o the success of the measures actually in- pro-
gress for the attainment of this grcat object.

In February 1850, the author of this work paid his
second visit to Bhuj, having had occasion to pass through
Kachh on a journcy from the banks of the Indus to
Bombay, performed along with the Rev. Dr. Duff of Cal-
cutta making the tour of India before visiting Europe.
The Rao gave us both a very kindly welcome at his
palace. On that occasion, we had alengthened conver-
sation with His Highness and somec of hix attendant
Jadcjas on the subject of Infanticide. He gave usa
strong impression of his own anxious desire to see the
horrid custom wholly abolished ; and his brethren of the
bhaiyad said, “It is quite unnecessary to speak to us
farther on-the subject. We have determig
fanticide shall be abolished. The matter iy pdeemplish-
ed.” The Réo presented us with a table in Gujarati, or
Jorm, as he called jt,—a translation of which is here sub-
Jmn:ed,—-showmg at pne glance, the complete statistics
of the whole Jadejé population of Kachh in 16849.
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We inspected this document with mingled emotions
of pleasurec and pain—ef pleasure, becanse of the pro-
gress actually made i the preservation of 1,408 females
actually alive-at that time as the fruits of the merciful
interferetfce of the British@overnment and the Réo with
the bloo'dﬁc customs of the Jadejas; and of pain, at the
manifest disproportion of these females to the 6,629
males alive 4t the same time, giving too palpable cvi-
dence of the perpetration of thousands of murders, even
since the voice of British philanthropy was heazd pro-
testing and pleading against the awful crime. We re-
commended His Highness 1o institute sueh a general
system of cducation throughout his kingdom, as would
be inimieal to vice of every character; but he expressed
his fears that 1t would not be valued by his people, who,
in their present social state, he held, have no peculiar
need of 1t advantages. We especially presced him to
g1ve a superiot education to his two interesting-looking
sons, who were before us, the one eleven and the other
eight years of age, for their own benefit, the sake of ex-
ample, and the future good of the province ; but he said
he was inclined to rest satisfied with the instruction
which they were actually receiving, as sufficient for the
particular duties which would afterwards devolve upon
them. We were by no means prepared for His High-
ness taking this ground  When we introduced the
subject of Safi 1n the Darbar, he expressed a wish o
have some private conversation with ys on the subject,
which accordingly took placc; but we shall not violate
his confidence by repeating anything ‘which he said to
wgiwhich might fall under this category. “On his High-
ness mentioning to us that Sati has the, sanction of the
Hindn Bhdstras, we admitted the conclusion as far as
it rei¥ignizes only the later Shastras ; but did not admit
iz’iﬂ‘;@,ccuracy as far as the Védas, the most ancient of
the Hindu writings, are concerncd. % We added that

'3 j ctions of tho Vedas " quil
tb'%bl;.it !;‘lm;ghu::;spt?n this matter TH&% ?ﬁ
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from our point of view, which inquiry would show fo
be the cotrect one, the Shastras reveal their ows charac-
ter as ipimical to what is good, when they doéncourage
Sati; and that they can be successfully qucmted in bar
of almost every social and national improvement which
humanity could dl(‘ld.be, or political nght and expedien-
cy suggest. The frankness and openness of His High-
ness we could not but admire, even though there was
a great differenee in our opinions on some of the mat-
ters on which we freely conversed. Kvery British
functionary who has had to deal with him has poticed
this candour and honesty  At'this time, it may be
added, His Ilighness was sull sceking to exchange
daughters 1n marnage with 1he family of the Udépar
Raji in Rajputind. The expense whichhe would thus
meur was estimated at the enormous sum of nine lakhs
of rupecs,

On the 29th of July of the year Ja<t mentioned, Lord
Falkland addressed a kind aund considerate personal
letter to His Highmess, strongly advising him 10 give a
superior cducation 1o lus sons, It has as yet borne no
fruat,  But hose who fail to learn good cannot fail to
learn evil  There is mote than a ramour in the native
community that one of them, through the influence of

our mspection of large portions of them, and our general estimate of the
system of religion on which they are founded The Brahmans are ac-
customed to quote from the sixth Adhyaya of the seventh Ashtaka of
Rig-Ve'da a passage whuch they hold to be fasourable to the burning
of widows. It is thus translated by Colebrooke, 1n s paper on ““ The
Duties of a Faithful Hindu Widow Asiat Res iv p 207, 8vo. edit -

—“0Om. Let these women, not to he widowed, good wives adorned
with collyrium, holding clarified butter, consign themselves to the fifl
Tmmertal, not childless nor hushandless, excellent; let thom pass into
five, wittse original element w water.” This passage, in the original
SW@. has Jately been subnutied to a critical examination b pro-

M. H. Wilson (Journ Roy As S6c, vol. xvi. pp. 201—214),

W*lwb y pleasly sbqwn that 1t takes for granled the conservation,’and
nat the tretation, of the widow.

-hie ’ Ssiigee in the Sthdatras posterior to the Veda faxougabito
Safl ‘re pun . Many of them have been quoted by C .
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miischigvoua counsellors, hasalready unbecomingly con-
ducted himself in his father’s palace. Of this fact, it is
perhaps not yet too late to make an obvious improve-
ment.

His Highness deserves much credit for having ulti-
mately abolished Sati in his dominions, in deference
to the repeatcd entreatics of the British Government, as
well, as it is to be hoped, to his own ultimate convie-
ttons Instances of religious snicide occasionally occur
in his dominions, as 1 all the adjoining states; but
they are not now countenanced by His Highness. For
example, & devotee buried himself alive at Adisir in
1849-50; and a Chéran woman, seventy years old,
lmﬂé]y came to her end by entombing herself along with
the corpse of her husband. In punishmen?of the con-
nivers at the latter offence, the Réo, in consultation with
Lieut.-Colonel Trevelyan, the acting political agent in
Kachh, a gentleman well skilled'in Rajput management,
sentenced the son of the woman to imprisonment for
twelve months in 1rons, and levied a fine of 130 koris
from the inhabitants of the village in which it occurred.

The Kachh Infanticide Reports for 1850 and 1851
were furnished to Government by Lieutenant 8. N
Raikes, ucting political agent in that province. They
bear good testimony to the zeal and discretion of their
author. They exhibit proof, too, of continned progressin
the suppression of the crime, and, like others which have
preceded them, of its continued practice inindividualin-
stances, as apparent {from the statistics of the population.
In that for 1850, bearing the date of 11th April 1856;
ﬁr. Raikes notices the fact that the investigations ints

e deaths of the Jadeja daunghters under suspicions
cireamstances for the last two years had justbeen com-
pisted in a way .calculated to show to all classes the
warm interést which Government takes in the smppres-
sibn of the ¢rime and the zeal of His Highness the Réo
e good cause. OF the system in force for the
o 'of ‘iufanticide in Kachb, Mr. Rifkeswivep
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this apcount in the same document. *The Réo sends
three mehtas through different parts of the province once
a year, when every village is visited. A fourth mehta
remains in Bhuj to receive the reports of the births and
deaths of all Jadejas, and grant receipts for the same.”
The travelling mehtas get their information from chiefs
and midwives. They investigate suspicious cases on
the spot, and afterwards report them to the Rao, who,
when the returns are prepared, takes them up hunself,
and finally recports his decision to the agency for the
sanction of the British Government.”

According to the information of Mr. Raikes, there
seemed to be but a small inclination on the part of the
Jadejas of Kachh to avail themselves of grants from the
Infanticide Fund there formed, as presents cither to those
preserving their female children or those sccking their
marriage. The Réo proposed that the annual grant of Rs.
4,000 by himself, and of the same sum by the British
Government, should be diminished by one half; but
Mr. Raikes suggested that the censorship should be put
on a more respectable footing and paid from 1t; and the
Government rccommended the use of the Fund with the
same liberality that had been obwerved in Kathhawad.
On the diminishment of the cxpences of Jadcja mar-
riages, Mr. Raikes mentions that the Rio in December
1850 sent agents to Major Lang’s camp 1n Kathidwad to
consult with the Jam on this point  They proposed
that when the Rajputs from Kathiawéd married daugh-
ters from Kachh, expences should be incurrcd only at the
place of celebration, instead of both at the place of the
girl’s parental residence and that of her marital destingu
tion. The Jam, wishing to consult other Rajputs about
such an arrangement, proposed to defer the discussion
ngiit“ti],l the celebration of the marriage of his own
daughter, when a laige attendarntce of nobles was exs

;+ The discussion was resumed at the close of

mmm;saz;. The result, however, has not m
vergwniatotory;; and probably little will be eflasted in
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this matter til}- the return of Colonel Lang and Colonel
Jacob to India, who have already taken certain steps
towards its accomplishment.

The report of Mr. Raikes for 1851 was presented to
Government on the 4th May 1852. The returns by
which it was accompanied give 6,739 as the num-
ber of male and 1,594 as the number of female
Jadejds. During the ycar, 274 boys and 235 girls
were born, while there had been 65 male and 67 female
deaths underone year of age, and 171 male and 91 female
deaths above one year of age. Only 14 males and 4
females had left the provinee. In the course of the year,
26 girls had becn betrothed The males under 10
years of age werc 1,516, and the females 1,175, Under
ten years of age, however, the death of 150 4emales had
occurred, while only that of 128 males had taken place,
a pretty sigmficant index of the comparalive want of
tenderness in dealing with female life.  Cases of sus-
picious death bhad been mvestigated without the guilt
of any party having been established  Fines had been
inflicted on a few Jadejas for failing to report the ea-
sualties of their families At some of the investigations,
conducted by the Rao, Mr Raikcs was present; and he
observed thc anxicty of the Réo to do hix duty, as well
as the difficulty of rriving at the truth when the parties
examined were at their homes in the power of the Ja-
deja chiefs.

On the continued existence of the erime of infanticide
Mr. Raikes thus writes:— “To show succinetly the
grounds on which my suspicions rest, it is nccessary to
allnde to a few of the villages in detail. I will take for
instances :—Motha Bador, where therc are 390 J#deja s,
of whom 136 are married. Their issuc during last
consists of 14 male and 17 female children; of
numbédr, no males and 7 females died at bix‘tk. - “’Kt
Dhamadka, again, there are 142 Jddejas, of whord' 57
are married : 4 female births are registered all of Wﬁuﬁ‘l
dieil a¢birth ; while of eight malos born, oxly ¥hiree died.
At Bhaudra, “there are 40 Jadejas, of whom 184 are



ON INFANTICIDE IN KACHH, 383

marnied. 'The number of births registered are 22 males,
and 15 females, of which number ohe male, and six
females, died at birth At Bandrésar, there arc 423 Ja-
dejas, of whom 271 are married. The births registered
are 21 males and 20 females, of which namber 1 male,
and 9 females, died at birth, 'The above details, toge-
ther with the astonnding fact of no female Jadeja having
apparently been born at some villages for several years,
form the grounds of my suspicions.” 1 must beg to
be allowed to mention the namcs of a village or two,
where female life appears te have been tnffled with.
For inst#nce, at Khéda, there are H2 Jadejas of whom
29 are married; notwithstandinzg which no female
births have been rccogded for the last three years. At
Mhawa, again, there are 19 Jadejas of whomn 10 are
married; while but one female appears to have escaped
the ruthless pride of theirsires; for it 1s utterly impos-
sible to belicve that but one daughter would under or-
dinary circumstances have survived during inany years;
while twelve sons have been reared.  Lastly, at Suthart
there are 23 Jadejas of whom 8 arc marned; notwith-
standing which, there arc only two female Jadejas, both
of whom are 5 years of age  Suclinstahces, of what 1
humbly conceive to be unquestionable proof of a reck-
less disregard for female life, might be multiphed to a
considerable extent from the detailed retmans now lying
before me.” How painful are these statements, espe-
cially as connccted with one of our latest notices of the
anti-infanticide cause in Kachh!

Still, perseverance in, and the perfecting of, the meas-
ures pow in operation towards the triumph, through the
divine blessing, of that great philanthropie cause is the
duty of our British offieials. Mr. Raikes proposed that
the censorship should be made more cfficient by a more
liberal payment of the mehtés connected with it; by
seguring the devotion of their whole time to its objects;,
by their being placed more under the coutrol of the
British agency than they formerly were; by their visit-
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mg gach J adejs. wflage twice a year; by their obtain.
ing, what is certainly greatly to be desired, a census of
other tribes, for the purpose of comparison; and by get-
ting the agency to share in the responsibility of all.in-
vestigations, so as to diminish the invidiousncss of the
Réo’s procedure connected with them in the view of the
Jadejd population. The propriety or impropriety of
taxing the chiefs for defraying the cxpences of the cen-
sorship, Mr. Raikesleft to the judgment of Government

The balance of the Kachh Inlanticide Fund in 1851,
Mr. Raikes reported to be Rs. 23,402-12-8. Only one
Jadeja had solicited assistanec from it.

The marriage prospects of the Kachh Jade)d females:
Captain Raikes reported as irmproving. “A great re-
duction,” he wrote, “ has taken place, within the last
year and a half, in the expenscs attending the celebra-
tion of the marriages of the female Jadejas, and a cor-
responding facility is of course experienced by the
members of that tribe, in marrying off their daughters
The Jadejds of Kachh have within the last few years
sought alliances for their daughters amongst the S8odha
Rajputs of the Desert; and thus, since 1844 (A, D.)
forty-seven Jadeja females have been married to Sodha
Rajputs of the Thar and Parkar collectorate. The de-
sert districts being temporarily.in my charge, has ena-
bled me to ascertain the .number of Rajputs residing
there, eligible as husbands for the Jadeja’s daughters;
and I find they amount to about two hundred and
fifty. The intercourse between the other Rajputs of th»
Desert and Kachh has also greatly increased of late
yeuars. Since 1844, eighty-five Rajput daughiers from
Kachh have been married to Rajputs in the Desort, and
206 Rajput daughters from the Desert have been marri-
eﬂ 10 Raquts in Kac%. This intercourse is to be. at-
tributed a3 much poseibly to the administration of the
Desert districts having been conducted from Kuqith:dor
the last seven years,* as to His Highness the Réo hemg

* [These districts came under the guidance of the Bfkigh Gpern-
ment in coonexich with the conquest of Sindh.]
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nearly connected by marriage with the Sodha "Rajputs
of Dipala, and distantly connected with the Rana’s fa-
mily in Parkar.%

The report of Mr. Raikes was submitted by Govern-
ment to Lieut.-Colonel LeGrand Jacob, appointed poli-
tical agent 1n Kachh, for the expression of lus opinion,
which was forwarded by him to Government on the 10th
January 1853.

Colonel Jacob in this document, after repeating his
views as to espionage overJadejd houscholds which we
have already noticed,f thus proceeds :—“The Jadeja
populatien” “gcnerally contubute nothing towards the
maintenance of the state. 'They aye ignorant and un-
able to appreciate the benevolent intentions of Govern-
ment with rgspect to their ehildren.  The tables show
that human hife is more 1espected than before, although
not so much o as could be wished. His Highpess the
Réo is sensible of the motives of Govermment and will-
ing to co-operatc 1n canying them out. It is scarcely
just to him, therefore, to throw on him the eost of reme-
dying the evils done by others, when tlus may fairly be
levied from the offenders themselves. The Jadeja chiefs
have by their agreements rendered themselves amenable

* Captain Raikes adds -~ It 19 of unportance to foster the inter-
tercourse between the Desert and Kachh as much as possible, with
the view of gradually overcomng therepugnance that the Jideja chiefs
have hitherto had to marrymg then daughters to the mhabutants of
that distrnet, owing both {o the more lawless nature of society there, as
also to the nature of the country iself, where the only means of convey-
ance are beasts of burthen, carts being unknown. This repugnance
appeams to be already yielding to the improved state of society in the
Déesert under British rule and when moro completely overcome, and
& more extended intercourse is gitained between the landed proprietors
of the two provinces, I doubt not, the diffieulty complained of by the
Jidejés of being unable to obtain suitable jggsbands for thuir daughters
will greatly alleviated. It opens the read, also, for more extended
interodurse with the neighbouring distriets of Chachrd and Amirket
in Sisidih and the wouth-west districts of Marwid.”’

{ Sec above; pp. 263-265, 273.
24
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1p any punishment which the British and Kachh Gov-
ernments may determine on in case of their com-
mitting infanticide. It would tend to check the crime,
if a proclamation were issued that the expense of all
preventive measures should for the future fall on those
practising it. I agree with Mr. Raikes that better paid
functionaries should be employed for the census, and I
wonld extend their inquiries to the population general-
ly; but I would give them no power beyond that of re-
ceiving and registering information, the expense of
which should be charged to the fund. I see no objec-
tion to the Rao’s suggestion for diminishing by one-half,
viz., from {our to two thousand rupees, the amount now
appropriated by each Government for this fund, on the
understanding that the present sum might again be had
recourse to whenever Government might see cause for
it. The fund is rich, having 16,000 rupecs invested in
the 5 per cent loan, besides a balance of 15,097-5-4
standing to its credit in the general accounts; and ap-
plications foraid from it seem becoming more and more
rare.” “There are difficulties 1n the way of getting at
truth in trials for infanticide as pointed out by Mr. Raikes;
but I see no way of obvialing them that will not give rise
to more formidable difficulties and entanglements. Any
way, these trials serve to check the dced, for they entail
trouble, expense, and somec degrec of risk; although
they mnay seldom give grounds for conviction.

“ Education, the great remedy, is regarded by the Ja-
dejas with supreme indifference, if not contempt. They
like to adhere in everything to the ways of their fore-
fathers, and in all matters of innovation, however bene-
Aficial or profitable, resemble the dedf adder of Scripture.
I have failed to make the smallest impression on any
one of them. Irresistible argnments are like light 1o
the blind. Even His Highness, though far above all his
bhﬁxyéd is insensible to the benefit that would ensue 0
his country from any general system of education.../He
supports the [vernacular] school at Bhuj omg @,W
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ence to his English advisers, not from any love for it,
He tells me that he thinks his people are happier by
following their own way than by learning ours. Facil-
ity in marrying their daughters ix, therefore, the main
remedy to be looked to; and in this point of view, I
wish it may prove consonant to the views of Govern-
ment to transfer the management of the Desert to the
Réo, for this would enable him to bring about many
more marriages between Sodha Rajputs of the Thar and
the Jadeja daughters of Kachh; and now the frontier
customs there are abolished, Government would be
saved some 30,000 rupees a ycar,drawn from this trea-
sury by the Deputy Collectorate.

«1 reserve further observations on this subject t1ll my
forthcoming® annual report.”

The indisposition of Colonel Jacob, which has led
him to leave India on leave to sea, prevented him from
furnishing the report which he here expresses his hope
of being able to furnish 1t was stated to him in reply
to his communication on the report of Mr Raikes, “that
1t would doubtless be greatly preferable, if as advocat-
ed by him the object in view could be obtained ¢by
other measurcs rather than by augmenting espionage
over Jadeja houscholds.’ As however the mcasures he
would substitutc are not detailed, his Lordship in
Council hoped that he would submit to Government
something more cxplicit in his proposed annmal report,
as the continued existence to a very lamentable extent
of this practice in Kachhis buttoo apparent.” The wish
was expressed, that His Highness the Réo should, by a
right appropriation  of the Infanticide Fund, be freed
from all charge beyond the amount of his annual con-
tribution. The opinion was also set forth that, as far as
possible, the expense of the detective measures should
fall on the guilty porties, as by the imposition upon
tbfn‘ral fimes when found guilty of the crime of infant-
ietde.’

Ont the #5th of September 18583, Colonel Jacob stated
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the reasons for his not being able to furnish a report on
Infanticide previously to hus leaving Kachh. On this
occasion he mentioned that His Highness the Rao had
assembled his bhaiyad for discussing various proposi-
tions for diminishing the crime, but that nltimately no-
thing was agreed to by the Jadejas. A source of dis-
union amongst them and the Rao, it was thought, con-
sisted 1n his disposition to favour one class of mendi-
cant Charans, the Tumar, while Chandabhdi and others
wished to patronize the Maru. Major Jacob had ad-
vocated greater countenance 1o the censors, who went
about more as wandering fakirs than accredited ser-
vants of Governinent; but the Jadeja bicthren were op-
posed to change, and the Rio was unwilling to draw
for their support on the Infanticide IFundt 'The Rao,
however, ultimately agreed to incrcasce their pay; to
furnish each of them with a camel for his baggage and
records ; and to depute them twice, instead of onee, a
year on their visits of inquiry. Mr. Raikes was asked
1o prepare such a report as the record might admit,
while Colonel Jacob could reserve his promised report
till his retarn to lus duties.

The Report solicited from Captain Rarkes was pre-
sented by him to Government, as the regular document
for 1852, on the 9th December 1853. 'I'he returns which
it embraces, owing to certain arrangements of Colonel
Jacob, are more complete and comnprehensive than those
wont to be furmshed for Kachh, «T'he details of one
of them,” Captain Raikes remarks, “show that great pro-
gress has been made towards the entire suppression of
Infanticide amongst the Jadejds in Kachh ; the number of
births of males and females therein noted are 255 and
254 respectively, while the number of deaths are 219
and 126. Again, the same form shows that the number
of married Jadejas of 21l ages amounts to 2578, to whom
were born 809 children during the year under notice.®

* [*The proportion ot still-born to those of children ofgmaturg birth
is'nenrly 64 per cent.”--Memorandum of Secretariate ]
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In every point of view, 1ndeed, this form appears the most
gratifying document connected with this interesting sub-
ject that I have yetseen; and i< rendered more conclus-
ive and gratifying by the obvious inference from the
collateral evidence afforded by the accompanying re-
turns generally, that the measures adopted for the aboli-
tion of e¢hild-murdecr, have been successful, as far as 1t is
possible in the absence of education to eradicate a long-
standing eustom from amongst an 1gnorant, proud, and
perverse people.”

But the importance of the information (overlooking
clerical errors) contained 1n this, the latest reporton In-
fanticide in Kachh received by the Bombay Governient,
will be best cxhibited by an abstract of the analysis
just made &f it and its accompanying documents in the
Bombay secrctariate, and communicated to Colonel
Trevelyan, the acting Political Agent at Bhuy, on the
25th November 1854

One of the appendices« to the report giving the num-
bers and ages of the male and female Jadeja popula-
tion of Kachh in 1852, with the report for 1346-7,
supplies dctails for the following contrast

7 Freess of |Dhoport on® Propor tion of males to
Between the | A "i of| No lﬂf males orey of mel s Jemales m the follneng
ages of males | Jemales § g ates to females yeary
1 & 10 years | 1,461 1,122 339 130 1840-41—14 60
10&20 ,, 1,535 396 1139 387 1841-42—10 50
20 &30 ,, 1,48 141 1,205 4 51 1842-43— 8 85
0 x4 969 46 923 21 06 1843-44— 7 60
40 & 50 ,, 640 11 638 59 1444-45— 6 65
0 ks 482 4 478 120 50 1845-46— 6 00
6 &0 245 1 214 245 1846-47— 30
0 K80 ki) 2 73 37 50 —
80 &9 8 8 Average 17 ; 841
Age 93 ,, 1 1 years
Tatal 6. 1,728 5,048 303
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The following results are deduced from another
appendix contrasted with similar returns for the pre-
vipus years specified.

Jhdepds | Jadgas | Jadeds | Jadeds | Jddebs
having having hadrging having hamng
one » two threo Sour Jiwe
daugher |doughtors |daughters | daighters daughters
alive alwe alwe alwe e
In the year 1848 v 185 19 7 1
- 1849 79 217 51 8 1
” 1850 779 243 62 14 1
1851 789 239 70 18 1
. 1852 809 309 70 19 2
Average of the 4 years end-
g 1851 768 228 b8 12 1

The same appendix, contrasted with the returns for
1842 and 1847, shows that the male Jideja population
of all ages, which had 1ncreased from 6,20%% in 1842 to
6,443 in 1847, numbered 6,761 1n 1852; and that the
female population of all ages which, in 1842, amount-
cd to only 701, had risen to 1,130 in 1847 and 1n 1852
to 1,723. Amnother table shews the following satisfactory
results :—



B Wyoarzand} 4 7 6 5 3 2 1ox

1849 | 1852 { 1840 | 1852 | 1849 | 1852 | 1849 | 1852 | 1849 | 1852 | 1840 | 1852 | 1849 | 1652 | 1640 | 1852 | 1es0 | 1850 | 1810 | 1650

R 1681 103 | 143 | 135 156| 151 | 105| 16| 137 ) 139 | ‘159 | 196 | 60| 51| 150 | 156 mis | i7] 197 | 208

Femdios. | .. . as| ®5| oo 01| 07| 18| s ( 99| 105] 100| 119 | 159 [ me| 04| 106 | 19| 1e6| 138] 116 | 186

Excoss ofmme sl 1os) s s) 3] a9l s a0l s6f a2 sf w0 Wl ow] s ul 7l o] w) 5] s
Averg propartion

of mdetothe] 390 | 121|242} 133|146 128 122 155|130 | 139 133|128 | 1a7{ 145|111 |1mm|11efro6f 135 r0e

female children

A comparative statement of the male and female Jadeja population in 1851 and 1852, when con-
trasted with previous returns, is confirmatory of the conclusion that in Kachh there is now a conti-

nued approximation of the sexes.

Average of the five years ending

Mavres FruvALES
- Grand Total Grand Total o,
t mi;} Egeymr« of Males of all “[';;.:‘}‘:fl ;md DBetrothed Unbetrothed | Females of al
ages syes

2,985 6,445 182 69 807 1,130
3,655 6,536 196 86 1,015 1,207
3,143 6,629 212 129 1072 1,403
3,144 6,670 215 143 1153 1,512
3,165 6,739 241 169 1,184 )
3,083 6,761 260 200 1,263 L7123
3,119 6,605 209 1uy 1,064 1,381
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These statistical results, 1t must be acknowledged,
warrant the conclusion that the cause of anti-infanticide
has of late years made more progress in Kachh than
could have expected. Indeed, it may be safely said,
that, under the pressure of the present arrangements and
supervision by the Rao and the British political au-
thorities, the horrid cusfom of child-murder in that pro-
vince, as in Kathiawid, has been diseontinued. Now
is the time to scck for cffectual appliances to prevent
its return.

Only three cases had occurred in 1852 affording grounds
of suspicion of Infanticide; but, on inquiry, these grounds
of suspicion were found to be very slight. The case<
in which the registration agreements had been infringed
by Jadejis and Hothis amounted to twenty-nine. Their
detection afforded proof of very praiseworthy attention
to their duties on the part of the census mehtas,

The balance at the credit of the Infanticide Fund in
1852 amounted to rupecs 31,097 5 4, exclusive of the
sabscription for the year of His Highness the Réo.

The sanction of Government, on the proposal of the
Réo and Captain Raikes, was given to the extension of
grants from this fund in aid of the marriage of the daugh-
ters of Lzrasias or Jadcya landholders not in aflluent cir-
cumstances, the grants formerly having been restricted
to the assistance of those who had no land. The addi-
tional charge likely to fall on the fund by this measurc
seems to justify the resolution of Government, in August
1851, declining to rcduee its subscription and that of
His Highness till the available amount of the fund
reaches Rs. 50,000. .

The Acting Political Agent has been called on to
state what proportion of the infanticide fund could, in
his opinion, be properly devoted to educational purposes
in Kachh, according'to the suggestion of Mr. Raikes.
It is not for us to anticipate the reply; though of the
expediency of an appropriation of a portion gf this fund
10 education in that provinee there can be no doubt.”
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"Po the report of Captain Raikes was appended an in-
teresting memorandum from the Rio on the rednetion
of the marriage expences of the Jade)as, especially by
diminishing, by regulation, the gifte and fees to the
mendicant classes attending marnages, according to the
rank voluntarily assumed for the occasion by these Ja-
dejas.  But of the padalas and perwas—hoti and
dnyalt,—of thesc shamelcss mendicants, the general rea-
der has already had a sufficient notice.% It 1= well that
cautionis observed in declining the Butish guarantee for
them, however satisfactory on general grounds their cur-
tailment may be to the fricnds of humanity and industry.
They are too closely connected with Thindu superstition
to merit the sanction on any scale of a Christian Gov-
ernment

* See above, pp 362 303



CHAPTER XVI.

INFANTICIDE IN CHORWA'D AND CHA RCHAT—INFANT-
ICIDE AMONG THE RA'THORS OF THE MAHIKA'NTHA—
INFANTICIDE AMONG THE KULANBIS OF GUJARA'T.

Tue labours of the Bombay Government and its of-
ficials for the suppres<sion of infanticide have not been
confined to the provinces of Kathidwad and Kachh.
They have extended to all the distriets of country un-
der their influence or authority in which the fact of the
existence of the horrid erime has been ascertained.

We have already alluded to the successful exertions
of Lieutenant-Coloncl Miles in getting the Jadejas of
Crorwa'p and Cua'reuat under the Agency of Palanpur
to engage to abandon the cruel and detestable practice. ¥
The events of the year after that on which the arrange-
ments were completed by him, warranted him on the
16th August, 1828, to report to Government through the
Resident at Baroda, that he entertained great hopes that
the horrible custom would in a short time be entirely
abandoned in those quarters. He certified that at the
town -of Santalpur and the villages of Par, Babara,
Chéranka, Sonéti, and Limbond, thirteen Jadeja girls
hed been born and preserved.

‘The statistics of the Jadejas in the districts to which
we have now referred were not regularly forwarded to
Government for several years; but a demand for their
regunlay transmission was made in 1845. The first

* Seec above, p. 153
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proceedings respecting them do not require any special
notice. The returns for 1849, comparcd with those of
the three preceding years sent in by Captain Leckie,
were thus analyscd by Government,

Of all ages Under 20 year s % = = <

above 20 years of agd 23, « © -

Sz i s =

Ny £ £ &

Sy g £ g

Total | Total | Total | Zvtal EE < < M

Mal Temales les | Females D]

oy me Mate. = § 5 ‘S a
1846 207 207 271 192 63 23 5 4
1847 215 214 268 7 45 30 7 2
1848 222 221 a7l 1499 47 29 6 3
1849 240 227 257 189 N3 22 8 3

On these 1ndications the Court of Directors on the
4th December 1850 made the following remarks :—
“ The ccnsus of the Jadeja population bears obvious
marks of 1ncorrectness  In cach of the four years from
1846 to 1849 the number of males and females above
the age of twenty as stated in the returnsis nearly equal,
while below that agce the males ar® much more nu-
merous than the females. This difference would only
be explicable consistently with correctness in the re-
turns by supposing that female infanticide had been in-
troduced into thesc districts within the last twenty years.
You will draw Captain Leckie’s atlention to thecse re-
marks.”

The statistics for 1850 showed a total of 168 females
less than males for the year 1849-50. To this fact, as
well as to the comment of the Court on the statisties of
the preceding year, the attention of Captain Keily, the
successor of Captain Leckie, was durected. The Statis-
tics forwarded by Captain Keily for 1850-51 showed
that the number of females under 20 years of age less
than that of males had been reduced to 84. Ex-
planations of the discrepancy were again asked of
him. In furnishing these, on the 10th May 1852, he
mentiqned that the mehtds employed in making the
census attyibuted it to natural causes. “On referring,
however, to the records in this office,” hie added, «1
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find that retnrns of the Jadejd population were firy
called for in 1845, but that the chiefs of this tribe have
not been required to enter into engagements for the
suppression of this crime, nor required to report the
birth or death of any female child.” This observation
was made in ignorance of the engagement and arran-
gements effected by Colonel Miles.% But Major Keily
acted promptly on the conclusion at which he had
arrived. He issued to the Jadejas a proclamation point-
iug out the discrepancics in the proportions of their malce
and femalc population which had been observed ; re-
quiring them to report the birth and death of every
female infant at the time of their oceurrence, and the
inspection of the body of every child before burial by
four respectable persons not Jadejas; afid enjoining
them to give notice of the serious illness of children,
on the penalty of their being subjected to such punislh-
ment as Government might be pleased 1o inflict.

The Governmgnt considered new engagements to be
hardly necessary, and requested that none should be in-
sisted on, if likely to cxeite dissatisfaction among those
repudiating the accusation and admitting the culpabili-
ty of the practice of infanticide It called for a copy
of Major Keily’s proclamation,

In acknowledging the requisition of Government,
Major Keily wrote as follows, showing an anxious
and most laudable desire to promote the cause of philan-
thropy in the districts under his superintendence.

“In reply, Ibeg to state for the information of Hs
Lordship in Cquncil, that as the petty Jadeja chiefs un-
der this superintendency are not bound by any engage-
ments whatever to suppress the crime of Infanticide,

* The engagements for the suppression of infanticide entered into by
the Jidejés of Séatalpur on the 3rd March 1627, and by those of Chér-
chiat on the 9th June following, dre given in full in the Parlinments
Pupers on Infanticide ordered to be pripted on the 18th Mftﬁ?‘?
They ara similar to the other engagements inserted by us, - The Fde-
§6s hind themselves in them to observe a regular' syetsil oF wiporting
hirthe for registrasion. ) -
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] thought,—-in bringing the remarks of the Honoura-
ble the Court of Directors to their notice founded on the
marked difference existing between the scxes as shewn
in the various returns of population submitted since A.
D 1846,—~that it would be a good opportunity to require
of them to agree 1o certawn precautionary measures to
render the crime more difficult of commission, and con-
vince all that we were as much interested 1n suppiress-
mg the practice here as in other districts; for I could
not but admit that unbound by any engagement, and
with the present amount of supervision, which required
the mehta to vist cach village once a year for the pur-
posc of taking a census of the population, and heing
dependent on the assertion of the parents that whatever
deaths may Bave occwred during the year were owing
10 natnral causes, it was in the power ofuny one o dis

posed to be guilty of the erne withovt much fear of
detecnion.  Itas true that 1have and do receive con-
stant assurances, that the practice has been discontinued.
Still the dafferenee is suspicious; and 1 was anxiousto
ascertan by a more vigilunt supervision whether there
were really grounds for mistrusting the accuracy of the
returns submitted. The Jadejds uuder this superinten-
dency are so well aware of the engagements that have
been entered into by therr brethren in Kathiawad, and
of the prccautions taken by Government to ensure the
due fulfilment ot their engagements, and the detection
of those who may infringe them, that 1 think T inay
venture 1o say that no dissatisfaction would be evinced
by them in subscribing to what others have previously
subseribed to.”

In reply to this communication, it was observed by
Government, that the holding of inquests on the death
of female infants and transmission of reporis on every
Oit@’l_il:rqncc of sickness must entailson the parents consiy
derﬁh}gk;twuhle”and annoyance, while it was consider.
ed.4f. much importance that the preservation of daygh-
tershouldinvelve as little burden as might be indis-
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pensable. And Major Keily was requested to ascertain
the arrangements observed in Kathiawdd and to assimi-
late the proclamation to them as far as circumstances
might admit. This was accordingly done by himina
communication addressed to Col. Lang, after the receipt
of which an agreement was most willingly entered into
by the Jadeja chiefs of Santalpurand Charchat,in which
they not only pledged thewnselves to abandon infanticide
butto observe the same system of reporting and dealing
with births and deaths which was observed in Kathia-
wid, and which was not different 1n any 1mportant par-
ticular from that originally proposed by Major Keily. %

* The engagement rcferred to was dated the 18th Jure and 15th
August 1853.

The following are the principal arrangements whicht embraced —

1st. < Every Jadejd Living on Santalpur, and Chérchat 1o whom a
daughter may be born shall immediately give information to the kir-
kun belongmg to s district, who will enter the child in the hist kept
by him from which the yearly returns are fiamed The number of births
which have occurred during the year will with ease be asceitained by
these means

2nd.  ““In the event of any Jideyd’s daughter dying, information 16
to be given to the kirkun in charge of the district, who will make every
proper inquiry into the cause of the death, and enter the cause of death
m the list.

3rd. ¢ Should any female infant of tender age die, 1ts body is to be
shown to four of the most respectable people of the village, but of dif-
ferent castes, and the cause of the death must be ascertained as far as
mgible, and stated in the proceedings of the inquest which n.ust be
gant to the Government kirkun, after which the body may be buried ;
without this precaution the body must not be buried. No Jadejis are
to be allowed to assemble on the panchiyat. '

4th. ¢ Should any Jideji’s infant daughter fall 11l, information must
be given to the Government district kirkun, and the cause of the iH-
noss mentioned to the kirkun, that it may be noted by him in his Hst.:

5th  *“ In the event of any female infunt dying, and being buried
without acquainting the Government kérkun, and assembling a Pan-
chéyet to ascertain the cause of its death, then the party guilty of the
infriagement of this agreemient shall submit to such punishment as Go-
vernment may decide.”

The Engagement was signed by 163 Jidejes. On the proposal of M
John Wanden, copies of this Engagement ‘were to be. st to i pagts
of the Pilanpur agency where infanticide might be supposed to exist. *
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On Major Keily’s returns for 1853, the following Re-
solution was adopted by Lord Elphinstone’s Govern-
ment on the 24th February 1854. ¢ These returns show
an increase equal 101 320 per cent in the male and a
decrease equal to 0 229 per cent in the female popula-
tion under the Palanpur Superintendency; but aliow-
ing for the disparity in the births daring the year the
result is more favorable than might have been evpected.
The male births give an addition of 4-150 per centto that
sex, whilst those of females afford only 2 758 per cent,
so that, taking these results into acconnt the balance is
cqual to 0-301 1n favor of the females  No reason ap-
pears for suspicion that infanticide has been practised
in any case during the year Resolved that these re-
sults are satisfactory.”

The Political Agency or I1dka of the Ma'uixa'NTHA,
—so named from the Mahi River, thongh the district of
country which it embraces is to the north cven of the
Sabarmati,—lies to the <outh of Palanpwm and Diséd. Tt
comprehends the northern portion of the peninsular
Guyarat, hounded on the west by the Ran, on the south
by the collectorate of Ahmadabad, and the east by the
range of the Ardwali mountains and its continuation se-
parating it from Méwad Itais tnbutary to the Gaika-
wad ; but of late years it has been under the political
management of the British GGovernment,—rendered ne«
cessary by the disorderly and turbulent disposition of 1ts
people,—and consented to by His Highness at Baroda
Its now principal chiefs are of Rajput origin and con-
nexion, and consist mainly of Rathors who gradually
entered the country from Marwdd. appearing first in
the District, where they are called Marwadis, between
A.D. 1724 and 1734 ;% though a considerable num-
ber of its Réjas are Bhumias, Bhils, and Kulis, of the
oldest races of India. Tts highestRajput family is that
of the Réja of I'dar.

* fonyCapt. Melvill’s lithographed report on Pérante]
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The first discovery of the custom of Infanticide in the
Mahikéintha was made by Major, now Lieuntenant-Co-
Jonel, William Lang, so [requenily and honourably no-
ticed 1n connexion with the suppression of Infanticide
in Kathiawad. He was appointed political agent in that
province 1 1839. 1lis first communication on the sub-
ject was addressed to the Bombay Government on the
1st September 1842 ; but 1t was of such a character as
showed that for some considerable time he had been
devoting his auxious attention to the evil which he
brought to light. His report was accompanied by a
preliminary engagement which he had induced all the
Pattawats and Sardars of the I'dar State to enter into
for the abandonment of the crumc in their own families
and thosc of their Rajput [ollowers and descendants.
This was 1n the form of a peletion addressed to the Bri-
tish Government, most ingeniounsly devised, and form-
ing one of the most cunious and interesting documents
which has passed before our notice in connexion with
the humanc exertions of British philanthropy 1t was
of the following tenor.

“ Pcuition of [various Thihurs mentioned, in behalf of
themeelves and connexions] showeth, that amongst us
in a very few places, the lives of female infants are sav.
ed, but generally infanticide prevails amongst us, and
this has been a custom handed down to us from a very
long period. This is a great sin; and its having come
o the sirkar’s ears, we, of every degree, through, our
darbar of I'dar, assembled and listened to the adyice
of the sirkdr as to the heinousness of the crime, gnd
were told to make such arrangement through the I'dar
darb&r, as to ensure the lives of infants being saved of
every class in the province, and any measure and any
apsistance we might deem negessary to the aholition of
tlus. sxime, to state them to the sirkar, and the gmupn
of, G@vexnment would be gaplied for. Frogp thisdadi-

mation. we bave, derived, t hope, that tmmw
may bq‘xemmeq from us., Aswe have beonfauniongfe
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save the lives of our infants, the sirkdar may depend
upon our doing our best cndeavours to put a stop to it;
and that no infant shall be allowed to be destroyed, we
have unanimously come to a strong determination about
this, and to effect it, we have stated below the assist-
ance the sirkdr ought to give us. We have been from
time immemorial in the habit of marrymg our daugh-
ters and smsters only in Udépur, Déwaba, Dongarpur,
and Banswada ; but the inhabitants of thesc places have
so enlarged their demands that the poorer people among
us are unable 1o agree to them. We wish the sirkar to
make an arrangement with them, 1t not appearing to
come from us, by which our marnages might be con-
tracted in the ancient mnanncr. Besides this, we are put
to great expé&nsc for Bhats, Charans, mendicants, in our
marriages. The sirkir should fix some limit to the
largess we are called upon to give.

“ After this time no one will destroy the life of a
sister or daughter; but should any ignorant person be
guilty of it, he should be punished by the decision of
four influential sirdérs of the province through the dar-
bar, and the sirkar should sapction the decision made in
this darbar, and ncver reverse 1it. A great number of
Rajputs have come from Marwad, ‘who have no estates
but depend entirely for a livelihood on temporary service
they may obtain. The I'dar darbar should be requested
toemploy them in their Sibandi, etc., and not to employ
any one else until they arc provided for. The darbar
to agree to this. The places in which it has been our
custom to marry our sisters and daughters have been
mentioned ; no inferior person ought to be allowed, for
covetomsness or other canse, to marry in any other place.
The sirkér must give us power to prevent this.

“On p jaghirdir or thlukdér dying, leaving no sons,
the i%wom who sycceeds to theé property should be
bouid 1o marey off the daughters and sisters of that
famidy'y. -any one failing in this, the darbér 1o have the
povieto M@%@ it. The sirkér tp sanction this,

25



402 INFANTICIDE IN THE MAHIKANTHA'

_ “No one will be guilty of destroying an infant. Of
this we are of one mind, and will sign our agreement to
this effect in our darbar; but it will be necessary for the
darbér to get for us a strong paper of agreement from
all the caste, and assist us in this way. Any one of-
fending afterwards in this*crime, and breaking the
agreement, to be punished by us through the darbar; the
sirkar to give us full autbhonty over our dependents n
this matter according to the station we posse~s in each
tribe ; and by this the <rime of Infanticide may die-
appear from the province  We are to be allowed to hive
after the manner of onr people 1n our Jaghirs and T4alu-
kés, and no 1nnovation is to be made thereon by the
sirkar. Amongst us there may be some too poor to
marry their daughters and sicters "The sifkér and the
darbar ought to give them assistance The sirkar has
made arrangements for the abolition of this crime in
Kathiawad. The articles of agrcement [acted on there],
should we afterward= wish to adopt [them] with our
own, or any pait of them, the sirkir <honld sanction it.

“This is our petition, and we wish the sirkar to assist
us in carrying 1t into eflect,” 3rd January 1842.

In explanation of the circumistances in which this
petition originated, Major Lang stated to Government
that most of the chiefs having atiended the Samléa;i fair
held in November 1841, he had fallen in with them
during his tour in that part of the province, and con-
versed with them, both privately and publicly, on the
subjects to which it refers, and found no difficulty in
getting them to enter into what he stated to them to bc
the views of the sirkar of the great business of which it
treats. The only reserve they manifested in the matter,
it will have been observed, was in the desire expressed
hy them that cases of suspicion should be investigated
oy the Y'dar Darbar n the first instance, amd that. ghe
ponighment should be inflicted by their own chisfyg

gsite which Major Lang declared to be not unteasoli;
gle, a8 neitber the T'dar nor Ahmadnagar ¥y thaiin
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the province, was suspected of the crime  Major Lang
informed the chiefs at the same time, that if this arrange-
ment should fail to eradicate the crime, more stringent
measures would be adopted by the British Government.
The Rani of I'dar, acting for her son a minor, having
expressed a wish to confer personally with Major Lang
respecting the petition, it was not forwarded to Gov-
ernment 1ill some months after it was drawn up.
On the exfent of female infanticide in the Mahi-
Kantha, Major Lang thus wrote
“The practice of female infanticide 1« admitted by
the Marwadi Rajputs themsclves to have prevailed very
generally among all the tribes of Rathors ever since
they have been settled in thi« part of the country. It
is said to have been first introduced, twelve or fifteen
generations ago, by one of the ancestors of the Kumpé-
wat tribe, who, for some reason or other which does not
appear now 1o be known, bound both himself and his
descendants by an oath never to preserve a female
child. Tt is now, however, almost equally prevalent
among the other Rathor tribes 1n this part of the coun-
try, the Champéawats, Jéthawats, Uddwats, Ranmala-
wats, and even the Jodas (except the reigning families in
I'dar and Ahmadnagar and their 1immediate relations)
as among the Kumpawats; and there is no doubt that
the reason of 11s having become so general is the diffi-
culty these tribes of Rathors have of procuring suitable
matches for their daughters, and the very great e¥gense
attending their marriage. From this latter considera-
tion alone, the practice has extended to the Sesodia
Rajputs who came to I'dar with the Méarwadi,and who
have no difficulty in disposing their female children in
marrisge, all the tribes I have enumerated of the Rathors
and’ others being'considered good matches for them.
sl narringe expences are very greatly increased
byrthe practice which prevails among the whale of the
Mi Peiputs of insisting on the bridegroom cotiikig
4ol Hothe of the bride’s father to be married instéad
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of sending their daughters at once to the village of the
fature husbands, as is customary with all other Rajpu¥s
in this part of the country and likewise in Kathidwéd,
but by which a Marwadi would consider himself for ever
disgraced. The Chowans [alias, Chohans] and Bhattis,
though likewise included among the Marwadis and there-
fore obliged to follow this custom in the marriages of
their daughters, form an hononrable exception, and T be-
lieve theyalone do, to the general prevalence of the erime.
The present Thakur of Mandéti, the head of the Cho-
wians has threc daughters living, and the Torada chief,
a Bhatti, has both a sister and a danghter; but even in
their villages infanticide is notlooked upon s criminal,
but on the contrary is probably as commonly practised
among their Rajput followers, if not indeed by the
poorer classes of the Chowans and Bhattis themselves, as
in other Rajput villages. Soinfectious, indeed, is evil ex-
ample, thateven among many of the Bhunia tribes who
possessed most of this provinee before they were de-
prived of so large a portion of it by the Marwadis, in-
fanticide is not unfrequently practivsed. Although they
have no difficulty n finding suitable matches for their
daughters, and being in the habit of sending them to be
married to the villages of their future husbands, they
are not subject to the great additional expense entailed
on the Marwadis by having all such marriages at their
own houscs.

“Pgides the female children of the Chowan and Bhatti
tribes, who are, 1 hope, more generally preserved, there
are, I am happy to state, a few exceptions to the almenat
universal practice. Infanticide is not found even among
the ebiefs of the Rathor tribes and a good meny nare
among their Marwidi dependents. Among the CGhamipés
wulsy the late chiefs of Chandrant, Pintavi, Wén ;
epch preserved a daughter;and in the family of thwiFetiks
anichief of Ghétkol two have been saved & huheu
yet correctly escertaitied the number of childpen
Lvthe fantilies of the dufezivr clusses 'of SR AR,
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in the I'dar state, but the chiefs themselves do not esti-
mate them at more than twelve or fifieen ; and the pre-
servation even of that small number, as well as the five
danghters in the families of the Rathor chiefs above
mentioned, is generally ascribed more to the influence
which happened to be cxercised with their fathers at
the time of their birth either by thelate Raja of I'dar or
other influential individuals, than to any better feeling,
although there are doubtless some few instances in
which parental attachment has predominated over
Rajput pride. The number of Marwad: Rajputs in
the Mahikanth4d is however very limited, not probably
amoun{ing to more than six hundred families, about
one-half of whom may be Réathors. In addition to these,
there are liRewise among the Bhumias about two hun.
dred families of Rathor Rajputs, most of whom, I fear,
occasionally resort to the practice of infanticide; and
when to this s added between two and three thousand
other Rajput families, which at the lowest calculation
the province must contain, and it is remembered that
muny of them likewise follow the bad example set them
by the Marwddis, 1t is to be feared that the amofint of
crime of this description commuitted throughout the pro-
vince must be very considerable.  None of the Bhumia
Rajputs, however, admit, as the Marwadis do, that the
custorn prevails among them, and when an arrange-
ment, thercfoie, has been completed with the Pattawats
and Sirdars of the I'dar state for the abolition of the
practice amongst themselves and dependents, it will be
an.eagy matter to extend it to the whole of the other dis-
iriets, ugainst whichany good grounds for suspicion ex-
mmd to prevent any such imputation being wxongly
wagde ggainst any taluka, a return of the number of male
and femule children above a certain age can in the first
itgstames: be called for, and the agreement for the sups
preylon of infipticide only be required (roms the chiefs
inguees igwhick any considerable dispatity ‘may «be
immmim&a After the arrangements have heeneoi-
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pleted in the I'dar Taluké, none of the other chiefs i the
province would think of objecting to entering into such
engagements on this sabject as Government might re-
quire of them, every assistance they might wish being
of course rendered to them in taking security from any
of their Bhajyad Rajput subjects who might be suspect-
ed of the crime.”

In seeking for a social remedy for the evils which
existed, Major Lang considered 1t desirable that every
facility should be given to parties saving their daughters
to forw suitable marriage alliances in their behalf with
the Rajputs of the neighbouring proviuces of Méwad on
the east and Wiagar on the west; and that wjth this
object 1n view the attempt should be made to lesson the
usual marriage expences and especially #the exorbi-
tant dowries demanded by the Rajputs of the districts
now mentioned. The parties petitioning Major Lang
desired that proposals of this tendency should appear
rather to originate with the British Government than
themselves; and he suggested that the political agent
in Méwad should advise the native anthorities in that
proviace,—particularly n Udépur, Dewalid, Dongar-
pur, and Banswada,—to meet 1n consultation with the
Mahikantha chiefs on the matter of doweries He re-
commended the institution of a find, similar to that of
Kathidwad, for assisting the poorer Rajputs in the mar-
riage of their daughters, and proposed that there should
be devoted to it the Mausali and other fines of the M&hi-
kdathd, and a moiety of the bazar fund of Sadrap his
head-quarters.

8ir George Arthur, the Governor of Bombay, in a
rﬁmute dated the 31st August 1843, in review of Ma,}or
Lang’s report, (to use the words of Mr. Willoughby in
a narrative prepared by him for Lord Falklaqd}, hge-
carded it as bis opinion that the overtures vhidlihad
been made by the chiefs ought to be received i"ﬁ%ﬁ}a
a Bpifi! ag would ensu;e their gonﬁde,naa, bat
‘that in order to secure the abolition of- thp.m%mm
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utes of vigor, tempered with prudence and concilia-
tion should be attempted by the political agent.” That
fanctionary was on the 25th October 1843, accordingly,
directed to inform, by circular, the parties to the preli-
minary engagament, and others suspected of the erime,
of the fervent interest taken by the (iovernment in their
movement and of its readiness to co-operate with them
in rcmoving the stigma which attached itseif to all the
tribes practising the cnime. He was also requested to
follow measures of suppression similar to those pursued
in Kathiawad, with which he was so well acquainted,
and which bad met the fullest approbation of the Court
of Directors,* and which expenence had shown to be
suitable to the social circumstances of the Rajputs in
general. Inparticular, he was to procure a census of the
male and female population of the Mahikantha practis-
inginfanticide ; to furnish an annual notice of 1ts results ;
to issue a proclamation expressing the determination
of the Government and chiel« to put down the crime,
and offering rewards and protection to informers who
should bring to notice 1nstances of its commission
after this warning; to refer prohable charges of guilt to
the investigation of a panehait of chiefs, when disposed
properly to discharge that duty, their award, of fine or
imprisonment, being subject to his confirmation ; and to
assume the investigation himself, reporting to Govern-
ment and suggesting the pumishment to be inflicted,
when he might fear that it might rot be rightly con-
ducted by the chiefs Copies of the Kathidwad doen-

* Writing to the Government of India on the 16th May 1838, the
Court of Directors say, We highly approve of Mr Willunson’s well-
directed exertion of moral influence for the discouragement of Infan-
treide ; we think it desirable that you should obtain frem the Bam-
bay Govermment and circulate among your Political functionaries, a
cleur, and succint statement of the systen which bas now been. prao-

od {ummo years with considerable success by that Government for

! W n of Infanticide in K{{hiswid and which cunfoyns in ell

”gim h,;m cotiception of the most efficacious means of obérining
Cvemult.
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ments of 1834 and 1835 were furnished to him for his
information and guidance. His census tables were to
eorrespond with those of that provinee. He was to be
careful in selecting a censor; and he was occasionally
to test the work of the censor by parties repeating his
inquiries without his knowledge. He was told that-it
would be an important point gained by him, if he could
secure an engagement for the preservation of the female
issue of marriages, both umong chiefs and dependents,
by o clause in marrniage contracts. 1t was intimated to
him that it was thought highly expedient to establish an
Infanticide Fund similar to that of Kathiawad, the Go-
vernment making advances to it, to be afterwards repaid,
till a permanent source of income was provided for it,
He was empowered directly to ask from Kashiawad any
particular information he nmight desire.

The Resident at Baroda, through whom Major Lang’s
communication had been forwarded to Geovernment,
was requested to solicit the Gaikawid 1o co-operate
with the British Government in the abolition of infan-
ticide in the Mahikanthd, and especially to devote the
Mausali and other fines to the formation of an Anti-In-
fanticide Fund with the same ohjects in view as that of
Kathiawad 'With this proposal, however, His 1ighness
Sayéji Rao declined to comply, intiinating that the ba-
lance in the Kathidwad fund might be employed in the
Mahikanthda. The Court of Directors, which fully ap-
proved of the plans of Major Lang, observed that all
fines for breach of infanticide engagements might phe
sapplied as proposed by him independently of the Gai-,
kawdéd’s consent. %

- It may be of use to compare the views of the Govemmo%w
ofdls 1 Central India with those of Western India on the
thé ‘Suppresaion of Infanticide in the Mahikénthé, «The lutafiunt.
Cdlguel Butherfand, the Governor General's Amhmwm
My¢Willoughby, in his mintte of the dth May 1848, * was
with Gy of (s abdwe correspondence, sad veqiested to.ifumt &g
Government with sny yemibelis-or suggestions'on ths ! ibiept whid
- siiiihave to offer.” At the suggestion aleo of the v
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Major Lang’s communication to Goverment on the
sabject of Infanticide in the Mahikénthd, as already
mentioned by us, was received by Government in 18432,
Nothing further was heard on the subjeet from that
quarter till the 9th of June 1848, when another report
was submitted by Captain R. Wallace, the able sue-~
cessor there of Major Lang, from which we make the
following extracts,

“ No Census of the Marwadi population had been
taken ; and as this was an essential step towards check-
ing the practice, I have caused one to be made this
season. It has been framed on the form used in Ka-
thidwad, and exhibits all the sons of the Marwidis now
living, and all the daughters that the heads of families
have had as well as those still alive. It did not occuy

India, he directed Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson, Pohltical Agent in
Me'wid, to ascertain the nature of the assistance which could be ob-
tained from the chiefs of that district in carrying out the measures con-
templated by Government for the suppression of Infantiaide in the
Mahikéntha
“In reply, Major Thoresby, who was officiating for Lieutenant-Colonel
Sutherland as agent for the Governor General for the states of Rajpu-
tind, on the 9th February 1844, furnished this Government with copy
of a letter he had on the same day addressed to the Government of
India; forwarding to that anthonty transcript of a communication to
his address from Lacutenant Colonel Robruson (the Political Agent in
Me'wid,) in which that (fficer stated it to be hms opmuon, that the
measures which had heen suggested by Major Lang for the suppres-
sion of Infanticide in the Mihikinthi would prove ineffectual for the
attainment of the object m view, as he considered that they left too
much in the hands of the chiefs, the very persons who were naturally
desirons of perpetuating the evil. Laeutenant-Colonel Robmson ob-
served, that if it were determined that the interests of humanity would
Justify direct interference 1n the part of the Bntish Government, the
leait objeetionsble mode of exercising euch interferente would be, st~
oncedo denounce the practice by proclsmabion, under the severssy
pehmdlide, & course which in bis opinion, would excite no odium nor
entait} maiy Joss of reputation on the Britieh, name, but on the mnmq
aqmny if not more, effieacions to the attainme
ol ki-viow, than the more covert and conciliatary, but
WM)M been suggesied by Major Lang.

¥
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to me, until the census was completed, that {for statist)-
cal purposes the sons that have died should’ have been
entered as well as the daughters who have died ; but
this omission shall be rectified 1n the next census which
will be drawn up in the course of the present year As
far as the male part of the population is concerned, T
believe this census is correct, but very much the reverse
as regards females, which will be apparent enough on
reference to the accompanying abstract And by com-
parison of the Chowan tribe (which is happy in the
freedom from this unnatural crime) with the others, 1t
will be evident that no account has been rendered of
many females that have been born, and that the causes
of death assigned for many of the departed are little 10
be trusted

Yales E Temule Children
- > I! Atae Dead
Tl E
18
Name of Tribe Sis .
N T . 8
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<& 4 In forwarding Lieutenant-Colone! Robinson’s letter to the Gov-
ernment of India, Major Thoresby observed, ‘Regarding the arrenge-
inents which have been proposed as means for putling an end to the
accurrence -of & critme in Jthe Mlhikég(h& {ract, Lieutenant-Colone!
Robinson has expressed his sentinents in detall in the a ;

leiter, and these lead to the conclusion that they would be Jotdndn
practios 4o be embarrassing snd ineficient. But with senboid fthe
siiternative suggested in the 16th paregreph of the lattel whithfaitd
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“The age-of the eldest female in the above list is 33
years; 8o that the births and deaths enumerated in the
above table are spread over that period  As it was ot
till November 1845 that the mass of the Marwadis had
bound themselves to abstain from the crime, and as the
chiefs who had entered into these engagements at an
eatlier date had not the power nor probably much good-
will to check the practice among their followers of their
own authority, 1t 18 only from that date that we can ex-
pect any change to have taken place with reference to
the practice of infanticide 1 find that since that date,
therefore, there have been 38 {emale children, of whom
7 bave died. There are also 34 bovs alive who have
been born since that date; buf, owing to the omission
which I lanfented before, we do not know how many
boys born in it may have died At the same time the
ncar equality of the sexes as they <tand gives reason to
hope that the mere prehiminary mneasures that have been
adopted have cffected some good, for on a narrow scru-
tiny of the original detailed census I have every rea-
son to believe that ten of these female children owe
their lives fo them

“The I'dar Darbar 1s prepared to bear the cost of any
measures that may be necessary for the extinction of
this crime, both by keeping up any requisite establish-
wment for detection, and by extending pecuniary aid to
the #borer Marwadis 1n marrying oft their daughters. I

seen to contemplate States under the protection merely of the Bntish
Government, I am not aware of the course that could be conveniently
made available for enforcing the penalties that might be prescribed,
were a proclamation of the tenor noticed to be issued. By pursuing a
etegly line of conduct of mterdicting the praetice under severe penal-
ties, wherever we have the undoubted rnight to enforce our orders, in
exhoxting chiefs and people to abstain from 1t themselves and to use
their fufluence for causing others likewise to abandon it, and in repro-
bating and shunving these who are guilty of it, much maght
Mm i due oourse of tirme, towards infusing a better

jo this particular, and inducing the community in general
aﬂN %mm benefioial light in parts of the country whm:wh
Mu to be desired.”
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am inclined to believe that for the purposes of detection
it will not be necessary to maintain a costly establish-
ment. The census shows only 354 Marwéadi families
in all; and if we deduct from this number the childless
and those who are not even suspected of committing
the crime in question, such as the Chowans, the Sanga-
ras, many of the miscellaneous Rajputs, as well as
many families in which there are already two or three
daughters, there will remain a comparatively small
nuiuber whom it will be necessary to watch. The
Marwadis, moreover, are so thinly scattered among the
rest of the population, and from their position their do-
mestic affairs are so well known to all around them,
that the absolute concealment of the birth or death of a
child would be impossible. The cause of death, indeed,
may be more effectually hidden and must always be
difficult of proof.

%I would prefer to employ different hands from time
to time in framing the population returns, and investi-
gating the suspicious cases previous to bringing them
forward for trial, arranging in such a mannerthat every
village should be visited at least twice 1n the year. But
I would depend in great measure on the 1'dar Darbir
for the collection of (vidence to ensure conviction, as
there can be no doubt of 1t~ greater opportunities for so
doing, and as I have confidence in its goodwill the
cause, though it may require occasionally to be p#mpt-
ed to action.

% Tt is, however, on measures of a nature the revgrse
of coercwﬁtbat I look with most confidence for the gxa-
(,ixcatxon of acrime which, being opposed to some of the
best imterests of human and even animal nature, may
be said to commence the struggle uander considesable
dlsaﬁva.ntages In addition to the grant of six hugdsed
rupees per annum tosthe Infanticide fund, and.the gmr
pigyment of forty Marwadis in the Sihandi, of Qg@%ﬁg
the has just evinced his sense of the heinousnels
of the orime- and: hix Wish-to aid'and eteq




REPSRYE OF CAPTAIN' WALLACE 413

who'throw it off, by the employment of ten Marwadis
who'have saved their female children since 1845 as his
own personal attendants. These men have been chosen
from the tribes and localities where the offence has
hitherto been most frequent, and being in other respects
fitting, they have been placed in a position where they
can earn sufficient to provide for tlic marriage expences
of ‘their children.- The annexation of the Ahmadnagar
Pargané to 1'dar,%* and the conscquentincrease of tern-
tory and income, will open ehannels for the employment
of others, while 1t 18 10 be understood through the prin-
cipality that no favor or patronage will be bestowed on
those who labour under a suspicion of being guilty of
infanticide.”

«We have as yet no applications for pecumary aid
in making up marriace portions, nor de I think such
applications should be encouraged, for theie is quite
enough of the sordid in the character of these Mar-
wadis to inducc a run npon this fund, if the example
be once given. Indced, the tendering pecuniary aid in
sueh matters at all 1s obviously open to the objection
that it may encourage the scehing of higher alliances
than the ordinary meaus of the parties could warrant;
and in this view it i= to he regretted that the 4th stipu-
lation made by the chiefs was cver admitted, viz. that
which allows them to pat a veto on the intermarriage of
the daughters of their followers with the Rajputs of the
country, who though not Marwardis are, as far as purity
of Blood is concerned, fully their equals. Iam aware
howeéver, that the chiefs were only induced t6 gign the
bdtrds by Captain Lang with the greatest difliculty ; and
tt that“gentleman belongs the honor of having taken
ﬂm first steps to abolish Infanticide in this province.”
““fuch of this information, furnished by Captain Wal-
ledg; wis gratifying to Govctnment, particularlj thfa”

' cting the behefits éccmlng‘ from the ma;ﬁn’i%ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?

gl to the Larone, of Jeudpur of Tekatsinghs the R4 bf
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eagagemecnts, and the liberality and consideration of
the Raja of I'dar. He was requested, however, to ex-
plain how the orders of Government in reply to the first
report on Infanticide in the Mahikantha had not been
noticed. The Government adhered to its views about
a marriage fund, the propriety and benefit of which had
been so well tested elsewhere Lord Falkland, on the
suggestion of Mr Willoughby, cent a personal letter to
Ganpatrio Gaikawad, soliciting hin to give up the
fines to 1t which s predecessor and father, Sayaji, had
declined to part with for this objeet; and His Highness
compromised the matter by granting the half of them in
time to come  'T'he plan of having a permanent censor
wags adhered to, as favourable to the accumulation of
experience *

Another Report on infanticide 1n the Mahikantha was
prescnted by Captain Wallace on the 26th May, 1849
The following are its principal portions

“The arrangement eflected by Major Lang in January
1842 extended only to the Rajputs of Ydar. Those of
Ahmadnagal were not included, and the departure of
the chief T'akat Singh to Jaudpur in the next year, and
the doubtful status of that Pargana ull last June, pre-
vented any regular measures of precaution being taken
with regard to the Marwadis of that distrniet, though 1
had been generally notified to all the country that In-
fanticide hereafter would be treated as a crime.

“The transfer of Ahmadnagar to I'dar, and the con-
sequent increase of establishments, presented the oppor-
tunity of giving some employment to the Marwadi Raj-
puts; and forty-five of them were enrolled in the new
Sibandi, principally from the Kumpawat clan, in which
the crime bad hitherto been most rife. The seléction
was generally made of young married men, who not
having yet bcen hatdened by the perpetration of this
awoe‘i{;y might be supposed most likely to take the op-
portanity which employment nffered them of saviig the
money necessary for the futare marriage of theit Tenisfe
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children from their pay ; but 1t was also imperative that
they should be active and able-bodied, and that it should
be plainly understood that boni-fide service was to be
performed, and not that they were merely bribed to ab-
stain from child-murder. The Rdja of I'dar had offered
service of a somewhat more attractive kind than the
ranks of the Sibandi to tem Marwadis of the higher
classes as hi% own immediate attendants j but, as he ex-
pected them to wear a certain hind of uniform, they all
refused to avail themselves of the proposal.

“In the close of the year I deputed Dhondu Shastri,
4 young man whom 1 had received fiom the College at
Punéin 1847, and placed on this estabhshment, to frame
a2 new and wmore careful censns of the Marwadi popula-
tion, as I hall discovered some omissions and errors in
that noticed 1n my former Report  This young man
performed his task with zeal and hopesty; and 1 have
the lionor to annex an abstract of the voluminous Re-
tarns he had framed, which inelude almost every parti-
cular desirable to be known of the faimlics and connec-
nons of this tribe of Rajputs.

“ Dhondu Shistri carly 1epoited several cases of In-
fanticide which had occurred «<ince the framing of the
last census; and as an immediate example seemed ne-
cessary to save children yet unborn, I directed my As-
sistant, Captain Keily, to assemble a Covrtin strict ac-
cordance with Major Lang’s setilement for the trial of
the offenders, as I was employed 1 the southern part
of the Province, and 1t would have been inconvenient
for the witnesses and others to attend at my camp.
Capy of my instructions to Captain Keily is annexed, in
which I requested him to lay fairly before the chiefs
[oamping the court the inevitable consequence of their
slurring over their business as they had done several
years bpfore, when they fined perdons guilty of Infant
icide in. sums so ridiculously small as to legalize the
atrocity fog e trifling pecuniary consideration. Captain
Keily wery<satisfactorily led them to admit that no pun-
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inhment could be considered sufficient that did net at
all events thwart the selfish pecuniary calculations of
the child-murderers by taking from them, in the shape
of a fine, the money which they expected to save by
their orime ; and as the expense of marrying off 2. dangh-
ter to the poorer Marwadis was estimated at Rs. 160,
he prevailed on the court to consider that as the mini-
mum punishment. I'wo Méirwadis were immediately
bronght to tmnal, viz. Ranmalawal Padam Singh Anar
Bingh, aged 20 years, and Ranmaliwat Bhérat Singh
A’bji, nged 25 years, the latter for the destruction of a
female infant in November 1845, and the former for a
similar crime in September 1848, Both were convicted,
and sentcnced to pay a fine cach of 150 rupees, or to
suffer two years imprisonment inirons. 'In the latter
case, Kasan Singh Thakur of Kotrd was shown to have
been privy to the murder, and to have concealed it. He,
moreover, refused to give any evidence before thg Court,
which came to the resolution of fining bim 30 rupees
for his complicity and contumacy. 'The prisoners Pa-
dam Singh and Bharat Singh had been employed in
the ranks of the new Sibandi, but were of eourse imme-
diately discharged. Subsequcutly, on my camp having
been moved to Ahmadnagar, I superintended in per-
gon a third trial of Kumpawat Surat Singh Zalim Sing
of Biwangad, who was also convicted and fined 150
rupees for the destruction of a female child in Novem-
ber 1847. Tn the course of the procecdings, it appeat-
ed th@lt the father of the prisoner Zalim Singh had Vﬂr
fully concealed, from the karkun employed in fran g
tbe g&mus, the birth and death of the child in quest
e also grossly prevaricated on the trial; and the sﬂMﬂ
ed to fine him 15 rupees for his conduct.
“Thepe examples have startled the Marwidis, : &W*
% gver, sangyine thas they will be sufficie:

‘W W@he crime. Indeed, I have heard ﬁﬂ? AW«
Bere arg strong suspicions against achiefilulbt
faksiard in recommebditiz’ the-adei

thgt
WaE most
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infanticide regulations to his brother chiefs and depend-
dents) of having himself been lately guilty of the crime;
but as there is no direct proof of the birth of the child.
and as I am aware of much ill-will towards him, I have
contented mysclf with directing a greater degree of
watchfulness towards him. Nothing, I am aware,
would more surely strike down Infanticide than the
conviction and punishment of a Marwiadi of rank; bui,
on the other hand, a failure 1n conviction would be at-
tended with various disadvantages unnecessary to dwell
upon

“The statements of which an abstract 15 annexed to
this report cuter more laily than hitherto into the do-
mestic circumnstances of the Marwidis; and a new state-
ment has beén obtained of all the women enceinte when
the kirkun went through the wvillages  This 1s most
unporiant, o keep up the councection between the census
of one year and that following ; and there scems as yet
10 be no great difficulty 1n obtaiming 1lns 1uformation.
and once obtained 1t obviously acts as a great check on
the parents, wlien the birth takes place  'We have also
imformation of all the alliances of the Marwadis, which
will probably be of use hereafter in removing some of
the difliculties expericnced by them 1n obtaining suita-
ble connexions for their daughters.,

“The whole number of Marwadi adult males is 555,
of whom 441 are mariied  The adult females (waves ot
the above, and who of course come from other tribes)
are 431. 'Therc are also 49 married Marwadi girls,
some of whom have married into Marwadi famlies of
other tribes than those to which their fathers belong.
On the whole, however, it scems very unusual for any
one to have more than one wife, their general poverty
preventing it. The 441 Marwadi couples appear to
have 432 living male children; and the wholc number of
daughters confessed to, living or deud, is 276. If, kow-
ever, we suppose the girls really to have been equal in
number to the boys born, we have barely $wo children

26
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to each marriage. Outof 41 I'dar chiefs, 19 have no
=ons, and the genealogical tables of the principal fami-
lies show them to have been generally saved from ex-
tinction by a single life or an adoption.

“«Of the 276 female children who appear on these re-
tarns, 78 have been born since Major Liang’s lastarrange-
ments in 1845 ; and of these only 4 are reported to have
been born in that year, 1 of whom is dead 19 births
are reported for the second year, of which two are dead
21 births are reported 1n the third year, of which four
are dead ; and 34 births in the last year, of which 14
are dead.

« Tt may be interesting to contrast the reporied births
of boys during the same time,—in the first year, 30; 1n
the second year, 34 ; in the third year, 31; and 1n the
last year, 37. We have unfortunately no information
of the number of deaths, during these years, the karkun
not having made particular inquiries as 1 the “case of
females.

« 1t appears, however, that the last census must be
not far from accurate. The reported births of females
having been steadily increasing for the last four years
until now, the female births are to the males only as 34
to 37. The obstacle of the concealment of births may.
therefore, have been 1n great mcasure overcome.

« Of the 14 deaths of female 1nfants born in the la«
year, it has been ascertained that 3 were destroyed. On
this account two Marwadis were tried and convicted, as
reported in the preceding paragraphs, and one remains
untried, he being at Jaudpur in the service of Mahara)d
Takat Singh. The third trial that took place in this
year was for the murder of a child born in 1847, but
whose birth having been concealed by the parents was
not entered in the returns for that year.

4 On reconsideration of the arrangements fhat have
beem carried into effect, and those yet to come for the
extirpation of Infanticide, it has occurred go me, that
inconveniense and inefficiency may result” from not
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having a permanent establishment to superintend them
The trial that I have'made of Dhondu Shastri (who as
1 have before stated was educated and graduated atthe
Pund College) has becn o sausfactory, that I cot}ld
not expeet to find another personso zealous 1n the work
and at the same time so free from the influence which
might operate on a natinve of GGujarat, and 1 have there-
fore with the consent of the I'dir Darbir, nominated
lum to the supervision of the infanticide arrangements
on a salary of 30 rupecs, which he was before 1n receipt
of on tlus c~tablishient.  The Darbir also engages to
pay hun marching bhattd while ont 1 the villages, and
to place two or three sepoys at his disposal during his
employment on these duties”

Government informed Captain Wallace that it view-
ed with the greatest <atisfaction the zeal which he had’
displayed m the cood eause, and the attention which he
had bestowed on the vauous matters noticed by him. It
approved of the distinet measuires propo~ed by hum, as
entirely cousonant with instructions aheady t~sued to
the Mahikanthi ageney.

On the 261h November 1819, Captain Wallace,—after
explamming how no proclamationaganst infanticide had
been 1ssued, owing puncipally to the non-completion of
the preliminary mirangenents ull 1846, shortly before
Major Lang left the provinee, thongh all liad been warn-
ed of the consegnences of practising infanticrde,—pro-
posed that it should be generally intimated, 1in a procla-
mation, that no clucef in the Mahikinthd has the power
either judicially or otherwise of injuring life or limb,
and that this declaration should be held as including in-
fanticide. The Government, however, did not consent
to the limitation of the jurisdiction of the R4ja of I'dar 1o
this extent, though he w4s then the only chieftain in the
provigce who had the power oflife and death in his
hands under the superintendence of Governmeny

Captain Wallace’s report for 1850, presented to Gov-
2rnment on the 8th August 1850, was declared by the
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Government to be “for the most part very satisfactory,
though it will be necessary for that able officer to con-
tinue to exercise the utmost vigilance 1n watching and
enforcing the measures adopted for the extinction of the
crime.” It appeared from the table appended to it, that
in the year 1849-50, there were born 49 females to the
Marwadi Rajputs of the Mahikéntha, of whom, however,
13 had died Compared with the prcceding year, the
entire nnmber of femalcs noticed by it had increased
from 197 to 235. It intimated various punishments of
Rajputs for neglect of reporting births and deaths, ac-
cording to the regulations adopted It mentioned that
there had been no demands on the infanticade fund, and
that 1n eonsequence the subseription of the Rajd of I'dar
had not been called 1n for the year 1t noticed the at-
tempts made by Captain Wallare 1o reduce the tyaga.
or marriage gifts, to Bhats and Charans, but the Go-
vernment doubted the propriety of the accomplishment
of this through Brntish authority, lest voluntary gifts
should be converted into permanent rnights  Though
Captain Wallace did not think that this result would
follow, and suggested som€ cautions calculated to pre-
vent it, the Government finally adhered to its opinion,
intimating that only general cfforts should continue to
be made to lessen the expences of Rajput marriages
The reports from the Mahikantha sance the year iast
mentioned, have coatinued on the whole to be of a satis-
factory character, though they show sufficient reasor
for the continued vigilance and exertion of the British
officials in thatprovince From the lastone received,—
furnished by Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Trevelyan, an of-
ficer of much experience in Rajput affairs,—on the 18th
November 1853, we extract the following table of the
male and female Marwadi Rajputs for the last five years

Moles ¢ Femalen +
1848-49 091 187
1849-50 ' 1,005 235
1850-51 1,032 N il
1851-58 1,000 204

1852-58 - 1,014 ° 306
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The increase of five years was of males 83 and of fe-
males 108. For the year 1852-53, the mortality among
the children born was 4 males and 8 females, a fact
which led Lord Elphinstone’s Government to observe,
that although <1t may not have been caused wilfully,”
“1t 18 a reason why the political agent should 1n no
wise relax his vigilance, and should endeavour by every
means to awaken among the Marwidis a sense of the
criminality of infanticide, whether caused by active
means or neglect

The systems of infanticide which we have hitherto
noticed have all been connected with Rajpuf tribes
claiming,—in many 1nstances, we believe, without rea-
son,—to be the descendants of the ancient Kshafriya,
or warrior, class of India  Another connected with the
Kulambis, or Kunbis, or cunltivators, of Gujarat, who are
reckoned merely Shidras, or members of the servile
class, remains to be mentioned.

Mr E G Fawecett ot the Crivil Rerviee, when collector
of Anmava'san, directed the attention of Government to
a disproportion of males and {emales 1n the villages of
the Lnwa” (or Rowy*¥) Keani’s which had been brought
to his notice by Thakursi Punjashih, the native revenue
officer of the Daskrohi pargani of that collectorate, di-
rectly subject to the Bntish Government Ihs letter
was dated the 30th December 1847  The princtpal in-
habitants of the villages referred to had admitted the ex-
istence of the crime,—perpetrated generally by parental
neglect,—owing to the heavy expencesof marrying their
female children into good families residing at a distance,
and the 1ndisposition of the higher Kunbis to give their
daughters to the families near them from which they
were content to receive their wives  Mr. Fawcett had
been successful in getting the heads of the caste to enter
into voluntary agreements to diminish their marriage

* Re'wa, papularly corrupted iuto Lew4, is one of the native names
of the Nirbadi, or Nirmads river.
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expences. According to these agreements, the expences
were to be reduced in some instanccs from rupees 3,800
to about rupees 700 Mr Fawcett feared that the cus-
tom of infanticide extended to the adjoiming territories
of the Gaikawid and even the city of Ahmadabid itself.
Mr. Fawcett’s communication having been laid be-
fore Mr. Hutt of the Civil Service, the Judicial Commis-
sioner for the Konkan and Gujarat, for his opinion, he
made a report on 1t to the Court of Sadar Adélat in
Bombay, on the 29th Fehrnary 184K, of which the fol-
lowing is an extract
“T have had a partial knowledge of the existence of
this practice in this province for some vear< It first
forced itself on my attention at the trial of (some cases
of murder, while session judge of this [Ablmadabad]
zillah, in 1839, which indirectly arose out of 1t, 1 have
made many inquitics on the subjeet, during my tours
as judicial comnussioner, and have often found persons
10 admit the existence of 11, 1n reference 1o other castes
than these to which they belonged, and have only been
withheld from bringing 1t to notice, from the want of that
evidence which might satisfy others, and the dithculty
of suggesting a remedy ” It was 1 who about two
years since directed the attention of Rao S8iheb Tha-
kursi Punjashah, mamlatdér, to it. I then pointed out
the caste in which it was supposed particularly to pre-
vail, and the evidence by which it might be inferred
He expressed surprise, which might have been real,
though I should hardly have expected any person in
such a position in this provinee, to be ignorant of it, see-
'ing that it prevails from Daman,* northwards. He then
promised me he would inquire into it, and if possible
do some thing far checking it, and well has he perform-
ed his promise. Insaying this I by no means desire to
detract from Thékursi’s merits in what he has done.
Evefy eredit is due to the magistrate and himself.”

* [Daman, bejpnging to the Portuguese, is the southern boundary of
the Gujarét province and language.]

#
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“The measunres taken by the magstrate, strike at the
root of the evil, and afford a fair prospect of success,
provided the penalty can be cnforced summarily, of
which I entertain very considerable doubt ¥ Yet pride,
in which the practice has 1t omein, still operates as
powerfully as ever, and may be capccted to lead to vio-
lations of the engagement, which 1t will be very dufi-
cult to deteet and punish, although well known amongst
the people; or if even by great vigilance on the part of
the local officers, this can be guarded against, and the
agrecement maintamed for the present.  As the actual
contracting paitics pass away one after another, therr
successors may not he disposed to hold 1t as binding on
them  TFoy 1t must not be lost sight of, that the long
prevalence of the practice has reudered the people so
famihar with st, that their moral feelings are blunted,
and they no longer percerve the hemonsness of 1t Sull
1t 18 s0 opposcd to the natwal feehing of parents, and
especially of the mother, that iff all the leading people of
the caste can be brought to consent to 1t, there will be
much room to hope  'The concurrence of the fanulies
in the Chelotid and Pitlad, would seem indispensable
to the present arrangement, trom the former being those
most estecmed by the people here, as offering desirable
alliances for thewr danghters, as those at Pitlad are by
those in Chelotra  This nnght perhaps be accomplish-
ed by the magistrate of Kaira (Khéda) 1n the latter, but
the other will not be so easy, Pitlid bemng in the Gaika-
wad’s terntory.”

The absolute necessity for a prompt and energetic
movement in this case was sufficiently apparent from
the following returns

* [The penalty was te be five hundred rupees, for a breach of the
engagements to marry daughters in the contiguous, and not -dwstant,
countries. This penally, though sanctioned by the magistrate® could
obviously noj be enforced in any of the Company’s Courts ]
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Return of Births and Deaths of Female children of the
Lewa and Kadawa* Kunbis in the Ahmadabad Collec-
torate for 1846, 1847, and 1848.

1846 1847 1848
LPargands
Burths | Deaths || Births { Deaths | Buths { Deaths
Daskrohf 115 109 134 106 136 87
Jatalpur 54 49 54 34 T3 27
holhd 7 7 70 15 113 22
Total 253 153 272 160 322 136

E G Fawcerr

Census of the Kunbi Population, the only Casie in the
Kaira (Khéda) Magistracy n which the crime of Fe-
male Infanticide 1s said to prevarl

"D~
Kunbl Population Y
I~
Talukas 233 Remar ks

Males \Females | Total |87 £%

bt o

SRS
This Ceprus was tahen on the
1|Mahunda 10,104 747 18,173 70 1st Junuary 1849 by the different
wllage authonties The RKuunbi
2t MAatar 8,519 921 ) 16,48 93 population alone 15 (xhibited m
1t as from the wmquiries made,
3{Nandd 18,596 | 14,278 | 31,67¢ 71 the commssson of the came ap-
pears to be confincd to that caste
4 Thdsrd 6,721 4573 | 11,204 (2] ilone, cspeeially the sttt ealled
Lewa, nhich forms the majont) of
5{Borsad 12,317 8,772 | 21,119 71 the population 1 the Chorota
distiiets and prineipally the prac-
6| Népdd 11.433 7,462 { 18,895 [ fice 19 6 ad to preyasl amongst the
richer portion of the conimunity
7{Kapadwang | 3,150 | 2,225 | 5376 ks culled Potfddis (portionsers) The
drsproportion as noted mn coluton

Total | 71470 l 51,703 |1.23,173 72 6, 1~ striking enough

J. Wues, magstrale.
Kaird, Magistrate’s Office, 23d Feb. 1849.

* [The Kadawé Kunbfs derive their designation from the town and
district of Kadi, north of AhmadibAd. They celebrate their marriages
only once in ten years, anfl then, conditionally, even of children in the
womb! This extraordinary fact was first brought to the notice of the
authof by Major H. Aston, late assistant to the Ké(hidwad political
agency. Further and indubitable testimony respecting if was obtained
by himself and tifs Rev. J. M. Mitchell, when passing through the Kadi
districts in 1840, especially from Jayasinghjf, the farmer of these districts
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Mr. Webb,swith the assistance of the munsif of Nan-
ad, himself a Kunbi, brought the principal Kunbis of the
districts of his charge under engagements for the re-
duction of marnage expences, simlar to those recom-
mended by Mr Fawcett, 1n the Ahmadabad collector-
ate ; but he was not successful 1n 1inducing those 1n the
ncighbouring districts of the Gaikédwad and the Nawab
of Cambay to follow this example

The Bombay Government, alarmed by the existence
of such extensive female infanticide among the cultiva-
tors of the Zillahs of Ahmadabad and Khéda, requested,
on the 20th September 1848, the judges of the Sadar
Adalat* toissue a circular to alt the magistrates 1n the
settled distgicts of the presidency, informing them of the
alarming discovery wlich had becn made, and requir-
ing them to ascertain whether thére were “anv grounds
for supposing that 1the same abomuabic practice exists
in any part of their juricdiction ”  The magistiates of
Baroch, Sarat, Thand, Ratnagin, Belgimm, Dhirwad,
Solapur, Puna, Ahmadnagar, Nasik, and Khandesh, and
the agent at Kulabd, reported that « there are no grounds
for believing this inhuman practiee to exast in therr res-
pective zillahs, the wagistrate at Dharwad, Mr Bell,
observing that the districts of the Ahmadabad, and Khé-
da collectorates, to which allusion is made,are probably
those in which the Grasias and Thakur chiefs have a
proprietory right in the soil, and penodical settlements
are made for the revenue at intervais of several years,
so that there is little direct 1nterfercnce on the part of
Government in the details of administration, and that

under the G4ikawdd The following is an extract from the statement
given by this intelligent native gentleman on that occasion *“The Ka-
dawé Kunbis marry only on two days, four days intervening between
them, every ten years The exact tune 1¢ fixed by ten or twelve Brih-
mans, who meet at Unja at the temple of Matd, to prepare a procla-
mation sefting it forth, to be published by the headmen of the caste.”]

* Messrs. Bell, Warden, LeGeyt, andG. Grant.
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while it 1s very possible that the practice. of infanticide
may have cxisted unobscrved in such districts, he con-
“ceives it imnpossible that 1t ean be carned on in distniets
where the admimstration is entirely in the hands of the
servants of Gouvernment, and whick are subject to con-
stant visats from European officers.”*  Mr. Davies, the
magistrate of Baroch, wa~ informed, 1n 1cference to his
report on the subject, thatthe judges were of opimion
that on {urther mnquiry he would see cause for doubung
his conviction that {emale mfantieade was not practised
in his magistracy  He afterwards frankly adinitted his
mistake, in an @ble paper on the social state of the cul
tivators under his charge  He found that in 50 villages
the disparity between Kunbi boys and gnlsnnder twelve
years of age was 31 per-cent, wlile that of the males of
the whole Kunbi popilation was 27 1-4 per cent, be-
ing 15 percent 1 excess of the males of the whole popu-
lation, which, too, exceeded the females by 11 or 12 per
cent. The dispanty of the Rajput population of Tus
districts, also, was very consuderable  There 1s reason
to fear, as thought by Mr. Hutt, that even the collector-
ate of Surat s not altogetber {ree fromi the commis=ion
of the dreadful and debasing erime of infanticide, thouch,
as we learn from Mr. Hebbert, the present vigilam
judge at that station, no case warranting imputations
against any particular class of the native population
there, has lately come before his court.

In the East India Company’s territories, in which the
collectorates now mentioned are sitnated, infanticide,
when proved, must, according to our laws and regula-
tions, be treated as murder. The difficulty of proving
the crime, however, which is there generally effected
by the parental neglect of infants, without violence, is
obviously very great., To counteract the horrid custom,
we have the vigilance of our British officials, directing

* Letter to Bombay Government from Mr. M Larken, *Register of
the Sadar Adélat, dhted the 28th January, 1861
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that of the native officials acting under their authomnty;
a stricter system than formerly prevailed of statistical
report and registration ; and the conventional agreement
of the castes 1mplicated to lessen their marnage ex-
pences and to take wives fiom their immediate neigh-
bonrs, as first arranged hy Mr. Fawcett If the erime do
not immediately disappear, it must he ticated emergent-
ly by spemal legislation  As the Govermment recog-
nises cerfain rigchts of caste as a social mstuintion, it is
perfectly competent for 1t, in extreme circuimstances, to
demand from the Kunbis practising the crime, as prov-
ed by the returns of their population, a heavy fine, to be
levied on them a< a bady, and to be raised by the caste
authontics which they usually recognize A law must
be framed to authorize their being treated 1m this case
as if they were found in our non-regulation provinces
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Tar reader of the preceding pages will doubtless
long cre this have formed his own opinion of the Infant-
icide of Western India, particularly that of the Jadejas
of Kathiawad and Kachh  Itis 1 some respects pro-
bably the basest and and most atrocious as a system, 1f
we except perhaps that of the arcois of the South Sea
Islands, ever known to have been perpetrated on the
polluted surface of this fallen and depraved world. Tt
proceeds not, like the sacrifictal infanticide of the Ca-
naanites, Phenicians, Carthagimans, and other peoples
of ancient times, and the mountaineers of Orsi in our
own, from a misinterpretation of the character and wall
of deity, and their belief that they were deing their gods
service, and deprecating evil, and purchasing blessings,
for themselves and their families, when they imbrued
their hands in the blood of their own offspring, or de-
voted i¢to death and destruction by the consuming fire.
It is not like the infanticide of the Spartans, wého killed
their weakly chfldren by severity of discipline, or unna-
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tural abandonment, lest an incompetency on their part
to discharge the duties of the state,—which they erro-
neously associated too much with physical power,—
should bring on them disgrace and dishonour, 1if not
ultimate ruin. It 1s not like that of the Persians and
others, when shrinking from the reproach of adultery and
the severe pum<hment with which 1t was visited, they
removed by death their illegitimate children lest they
should be witnesses against them of their own incon-
tinence and impurity. It s not like that of the Arabs,
who buried theirdaughters under their altars, when sur-
prized by their encmies, lest they should fall into hostile
hands and be defiled and di~honoured. Tt 1< not like
that of the Chinese, who apprehend that, amidst the de-
mands of an overgrown population, 111Ly may not be
able to find the means of reanng those who could perform
the least service for their own support. Itis not like that
of the savage nations, inwhich the paucity of the means
of sustenance and the difficulty of procunng a1t by the
uncelitain and exhausting eflorts of the chase, have sug-
gested the idea of lessening the demands for it by limat-
ing the number of thosc requiring 1ts supply It 1s not
the conscquence ol pressing famine, as on the repeated
failure of o crop, or the straitness of a siege, when
energetic man and tender woman have been alike
driven to the most revolung extrenuties, from the fam-
ishing cry of their perishing elildren or the ravenous
demands of their own unsatisfied hunger. It is not
that of the mean, and 1gnorant, and debased outcasts of
a large community, whosc vice has led them to forsake
the pursuits of lawful industry, and who have betaken
themselves to the practice of unlawful deeds and loath-
some iniquity ; butit is that of classes claiming the high-
est lineage from the most remote times, a and demanding
the privileges of nobility, and even, in many instances,

of royalty itself. Tt has not the sanction of the Bteva,ﬂ-
ing religion of the country in which it is perpetrated,
though it is but feebly opposed by it, and is indirectly
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encouraged by some of its principles and ingtitutes. It
is not approved by the majority of the population in the
midst of which it occurs, though it is tolerated by its
apathy in the matter of human life, which is all preval-
ent, notwithstanding the fanatical regard which is uni-
versally exhibited for the préservation of the life of the
lowest brutes. Tt originates in execrable pride and
selfishness, 1n the determination to give no daughter in
marriage except to families of the highest 1ank and with
a nupual expeuditure too great for the caircumnstances of
those by whom 1t 1s ordered and arranged. Ttas the
preference of murder, for the purpose of supporting a
fictinous greatness, to the dictates of nature and human-
ity calling for the prescervation and rearing of offspring
according to the univer<allaw of rational atid even 1rra-
tional Iife.  Yet, the temptations to 1ts commission are
palpable and powerful, m 1lindu socicty, especially a<
it eppears among the Rajput race, while the moral and
social impediments to 114 commission by that people are
comparatively feeble and meflectual.  Absolute moral-
ity 1n any one principle 1~ unknown to the shastra
by which they profess to be guided  The degradation
of woman by Hindursm, w hich we have noticed in the
«commencement of this work, more than counterbalances
the pauranik injunctions for the preservation of her life
She is intrinsically, with this system of religion, of value
only in so far as she may be positively needed for the
purposes of marriage; and a superfluous supply. of her
sex, as is imagined, may be treated as a nuisance
Hinduism takes the whole responsibility of marriage
from the parties most dircctly connected with it, whom
it umites before they are able to make a rational choice
for themselves; and throws it npon the parents, who or-
der the whole of the arrangements according to their
own will. The affection and love of the parties )ained
in marriage, which constitute.its real essence, and draw
parties together agrecable to recognised affinities, are
unknown elenents in its conqummation,bylhiaduism-
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This remarkable and heterogeneous system of faith and
manners creates difficulties in the way of marriage such
as nowhere exist in any other country of the globe Tt
tells its votaries that marriage must never be celebrated
beyond the bonnds of cach particnlar caste, whatever
might be the advantages of its extension to parties pass-
ing under another denomination and inhabiting the
<ame locality and possessed of equal advantages and
worth It tells the father that his child must never be
married within his own clan, or even gofra, or paternal
lincage, though reckoned from the most distant genera-
tions It Limits the time of appropriate marriage to the
peniod 1ntervening between the seventh and tenth vear
of a girl, and sanctions cven an earlicr nmon, which s
most comnfonly required by the customs of Indian so-
ciety., It demands an ostentatious and expensive
method of mainage, with numerons presents, proces-
stons, illuminations, and feastings, mo~t mmpovericshing
to individuals and fannhies It sanctions the beggarv
of brahmans, bhits, baibers, and charans, and other re-
ligious mendicants, representing the gifts given to them
as necessary and merttorious, and attributing the great-
est mischief to the satires and curscs originating 1n their
disappointed avance. It visits conversion to any other
system of faith by <ocial and civil excommumeation.
which a future change of sentiment and conduct cannot
altogether remedy It has put a certain shigma, or em-
bargo, on the Jadejas, 1n consequence of the entrance of
many of them in former tinies, from the ngor of the
Muslim arms, within the pale of Muhammadism which
they iy to mitigate by most lavish expenditure, and
arrogant assumption, and a strict observaunce of its light-
er ceremonies as well as 1ts most cruel rites, It speaks
of the existence of an unmarried female after-she has
arrived at the years of puberty as'a calamity It affords
no sujﬁgien,g check to the general dissolutenese ¢f socie-
ty, soth}t in the eyes of some parties abhorring this
dissoluteness, more however from itsy inconveniences
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than immoralities, the untimely death of their danghters
18 preferred to their future exposure to temptation. It
makes no allowance for the social difficulties of a peo-
ple Like the Jadejas removed from their ancestorial
hiomes on the banks of the Indus to the peninsulas se-
parated from that region of the world by deserts and seas
For murder, as well as other crimes, it offers its casy
atonements Itexemplifies the liberty whichin circum
stances of trial may be used for the disposal of offspring
by the cxample of Krishna, who is said to have destroy-
ed almost the wlhole of the race of the Moon, to which both
he and themselves are supposed to have belonged  It<
Réjgurs, or princely priests, present themselves as ready
to take upon themselves in behalf of their dependents, the
guilt of 1ts commisston. It has s nte of fati for the
preservation of the purity of a widow ; and though 1t for-
mally condemns balahatya, or chld-murder, 1t suggests
1t, on principle, for the preservation of the purity of a
daughter. Ttsost intelligible analogue to a European,
1s perhaps the conventual system applied to the females
of the higher classes of society in the middle ages.
“The rame motives,'—says Colonel Tod, whosc Annals
of Rajasthin, notwithstanding the many errors and ex-
aggerations which arc found n them, contain a wonderf{ul
fund of information and 1nstruction, conveyed in the
most genial manner, to the student of human nature,—
“which studded Europe with convents, in which youth
and beauty were iinmured until liberated by death, first
prompted the Rajputtoinianticide "% In point of atro-
city, however, the conventual system, bad as it was, is
not to be compared to Indian infanticide.

Yet, infanticide, as practised by the Jadejas, is still,
we are pursuaded, a grievous and aggravated sin a-
gainst their consciences and moral feelings. The uni-
versal law of nature for the preservation of offspring,
is written so deeply on the heart of man that it can

v

* Tod's Rajasthan, vol {. p. 636 ot seq.
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never by conventional customs or agrecments, however
plausible or eonvenient, be altogether obscured or ob-
Iiterated. 1t 13 so guarded by instincts, and affections,
and the general convictions of men, that it cannot be
violated without the vaice of God being heard uttering
condemnation  While infanticrde could orginate only
among a people reduced to astate o1 great moral degra-
dation, 1t must hase tended 1o inerease and confiri that
reprehensible debasernent No wdividual <in can be
habiually practised by man, without the contamination
of lus whole moral fianiework and constitution,  Every
sin finding its continuaned i the conrse of life 1s a prohific
parent, with a nunerous and honid progeny. This fact
15 abundantly manifest 1n the past and present state of
soctety amohg the Jadepis The more narrowly 1t ix ex-
amined w1t general developements, the more disguste
ing, we aie persuaded, 1t will be tound to be  Notwith-
standing the anxious and laudable attempts of our po-
htical oflicials to avoid unnccessary oftence in therr
dealings with them, they have sulliciently revealed their
character 1o make 1t the object of abomination, mingled
with pity, to every mind m a state of moral sanity.
While these proud and Laughty chiels have pled poverty
and purity as thewr motives {or the destruction of their
daughters, they have not restiamed themselves {rom
expensive and sensual polygamy, and disgracelul and
licentious concubinage with all castes and conditions of
life both bond and frec. The system of pewaiya, which
they have especially tolerated and encouraged 1n their
lerritories 1s an unparalleled 1nvention of evil, which
could only be the result of their surrender, through the
maturity of their apostasy {rom goodness, to the vilest
affections. Before the merciful interference of the Brit-
ish Government with the distriets 1n which they are
found, they were the scene of constaut disorder, rapine,
and bloodshed. To the general social and cducgtional
improvemgnt of their subjects, they are perhaps more
27
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indifferent than any of their compeers within the widely
extended territory of India.

But infanticide 18 not a enime peculiar to the Jadejas
oniginally from the banks of the Indus, though it exists
among them as a people 1n an aggravated form. Ttis
the besctting sin of the Rajputs in gencral, as long ago
alleged by Colonel Walker. It has been found, by
Jonathan Duncan, among the stragglers from their main
body on the banks of the Ganges, By Messrs Monigo-
mery, Raikes, T'yler and others, it has been dircovered
among their offshoots on the baunks of the Yamuna.
By Colonel Lang 1t was first seen among their wander-
ers on the plains washed by the Sabarmati and Mahi,
Sir John Maleolm, Mr Wilkin-on, Colonel Spiers and
others, brought it to notice a< abounding among therr
colonies in Malwi and other distriets of central Iadia,
and the hill-country bounding them on the west, It
has been bronght to hight among our latest conquests in
the distant region of the Panyib, or IYive-Rivers, where
the A'ryan race was scttled 1n the time of the Viédas.
Theinterior Rajputini, ha<, in reference to the existence
and practice of this crime,-been discovered by Colonels
Tod, Lockett, Sutherland, and Ludlow, and Major
Richards,—some of whomn have not been slow to cn-
ter into contiict with the gigantic evil,—to be little,
if anything, better than most of 1ts extremities. From
the example of the Rajpnts, too, other tribes, as those
of the Minas and Mhirs of Ajmir and Udepnr, the cul-
tivators of Gujarat, and the Mianas of Malia have not
failed to learn and commit the crime. Had ¥ not been
for the merciful interposition of the Brilish Govern-
ment, there is no saying to what extent it might have
spread through all the provinces of India. Even as
matters stand, there is much reason to fear that the re-
markable disparity between the sexes in India which
all oy statistics reveal, ir to be attributed to the rom-
parative neglect and ill-treatment of infant female life.

The efforis pf the British Government for the sup-
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pression of infanticide i the terntones referred 1o 1w
this work, and 1n other districts of Incha, have been mn
the highest degree ereditable to the Indian ddministra-
tion and the varions oflicials with whom they have on-
ginated and by whom they have been eartied into prac-
tieal cflect  They have been characterized by a wis-
dow, and beanevolence, and ability, and perseverance
1arely exemplified in the annaisof philanthropy.  'They
commenced i Kithidwiad auvd Kachh with our first 1n-
tercourse with these pemneulas, even hefore we had
acquired over them any considerable nfluence. They
form an exception, and one highly honorable and ym-
portant, to the just observation of Mr Macaulay in his
telhng erntigal es~ay on Waren Hast nge—+¢ But at firdt
Englishi power came among themn [the Ihndus] un-
accompanicd by Enghsh morality  There was an in-
terval between the tme at whieh they beeame our snb-
jects, and the time at which we began to refleet that
we were honnd to discharge towards them the duty of
rulers.”  Brittsh compassion, indeed, rested, on these
provinces long betore they had any direet relations to
Brtish rule  Rathitwiad, as we have seen, was merely
tnbutary to our ally the Gukawiad, when Colonel Walker
wan requested to arrange its afiairs for the promotion of
its peace and prosperity, and to use his best endeavours
for the suppression of the horrid cinune which had yust
been discovered asexisting witlnn 1ts borders  Kachh
was remote alike from our frontier and authority, when
the call was addressed to it to stay the parental hand
in its accursed work of the murder of children. The
suppression of infanticide was provided for by covenant
in the very first cngagements made in the name of Brit-
ain with both these territorics.  That covenant was the
fruit of most able, ingentous. anxjous, and ldng-conti-
nued negociation, directed against rampant prejudices,
and injurious customs strengthened by time afd ek-
couraged dy the erroneous interpretation of family con-
veniences, advantages, and necessities. Mhe implement-
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ing of 115 provisions has for nearly half a century de-
manded the utmost streteh of political and judicial
sagacity. It has required a combination of vigilance,
and kindness, and firmuess, but seldom exhibited. It has
obiained sacnfices of tiue, strength, labour, and money
fromn the Government, both abroad and at home, and
from its various servants in India, wlich have been of
a most costly character.  Yet, these sacrifices have uot
been made in vain  The moral pestilence, by which
jroviuces interesting alike in their historreal associations
and natural scenery and productions were pollnted and
destroved, has been stayed, or well-nigh stayed, never
agai, it s to be hoped, to resumne its awful ravages
‘T'he equilibriu of huwnandy, <o long distuibed and
disordered among nnportaat tnbes, has been recovered,
and free scope has been gven to the play of natural ins-
tinet and aflection long restrained and suppres<ed. The
merey and compassion of Britain have, aniong large
numbers of the mbabttants of India, been brought as
distinetly 1nto notice as its powerand justice.  [ts disin-
terestedness in the case before us has been conspicuous
Its procedure in 11, as well as 1n that of human sacuihee,
1t has been impossible for Brahmanical craft and ingenu-
1y to misinterpret or misrepresent. While the diffusion
of enlightenment in India, the relaxation of the bonds
of caste, and the wmaterial advancement of the country
have all been set forih by the advocates of unmitigated
Hinduism as the sure signs and omens of the advance
of the Kali Yuga, or 1ron age, preparatory to the destruc-
tion of the universe, as guessed at in the curious attempts
atprophecy in the Puranas which were inade on the first
threatenings of Muhammadan conquest. In the most
philosophical of these Purinas, that dedicated to Vish-
nu, the following curious passage occurs in reference
to the very provinces with which our present volume has
had tg deal:—< Men of the three tribes, but. degraded,
and A'bhiras and Shidras, will occupy Shaurdshirs,
Avantj, Shiirap Arbuda, and Marabhlimi: and Shidras,
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onicastes, and Barbarians will be masters of the banks
ol the Indus, Darvika, the Chandrabhiga and Kashmir.
"hese will be contemporary monarchs, reigning over
the earth ; kings of churlish gpirit, violent temper, and
cver ddd)ctcd to falschood and wickedness.  'They will
inflict death on women, children, and cows; they will
<c1ze upon the property of their subjects; they will be
of limited power, and will for the most part rapidly rise
and fall; their lives will be short, their desires insatia-
ble, and thev will digplay but little piety  The people
of the various countries yntermmgling with them will
lollow thewr example, and the barhanans being power-
tal 10 the patronage of the prinees, whilst purer tribes
are neglected, the people will petish. Wealth and prety
will deercase day by day, untul the world will be
wholly depraved  Then property alone will confer
rank ; wealth will be the only sonree of devotion ; pas-
<ion will be the sole bond of nmon between the scxes;
falsehood will be the only neans of sueces< 1n litiga-
tion; and women will be objects merely of sensunal gra-
fification.  Llarth will be venerated but for its mineral
treasares; the Brahmanical thread will constitute «
Brahman; external types (as the staff and red gaib) will
be the only distinctions of the <everal oiders of life;
dishonesty will be the universal means of subsistence ;
weakness will be the eanse of dependence ; menace and
presumption will be substituted for learning; liberahty
will be devotion ; stmple ablntion will be punﬁc.ltwn ;
mutual assent will be marrtage; fine clothes willbe dig-
nity ; and water afar off will be esteemed a holy spring.
Amidst all castes he who is the strongest will reign over
a principality thus vitiated by many faults. The peo-
ple nnable to bear the heavy burdens imposed upon
them by their avaricious sovereigns, will take refuge
amongst the valleys of the mountains, and will be glad
to feed upon wild honey, herbs, roots, fruits, flowers,
and leaves  their only covering will be the bark of trees,
and they will be exposed to the cold, and wind, and
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sun, and rain,  No man's hife will exeeed throe and
twenty yeais.  'T'husn the Kali age shall decay cons-
tantly proceed, nntil the human race approaches its an-
mhilation ”%  The preservation of widows and infant<
by the British rule, and the general advancement and
improvément of the country under British administra-
tion, form as siriking a contradiction of many of the
particulars of this mofessed propheey as can be well
concecived

The <uceess of the measures adopted by the Bombay
Government for the suppression of infanticide 1n West-
ern India, a~ we have already remarked, has been fnlly
as great as conld have been reasonably expecied; though
1t must be admitied that, owing to several gauses whieh
have been <uthciently explamed in the course of om
narrative, there have been oecastonally seasons of lan-
gour, to be much regictied, m their apphication.  The
indirect 1ntluences of these mcasures, too, have had a
most humanizing effect These are encouragements to
perscverance, which inust be felt and acted upon with-
out intermission  The work hegun, the advantages ob-
tained, the experience accmualated, and the fruts reap-
ed, must not be lost,  The plaus devised, and hitherto
pursued, are cntirely surtable 10 the objeet which they
have in view, the abolition ot crimne by authority and
covenant, ‘They mnst be pessevered in, at least for the
present generation. Nay, they must, we dehberately
1hink, be extended. The whole population under the
British rule and influence, with all its diversified tribes
and castes, ought to he brought under an efficient system
of statistical inquiry and report amd registration ; and
the course of 1t3 1ncrease or diminishinent, with s
apparent causes, ought to be regularly noted, and record-
ed, and considered, Measures, calculated 1o remove the

* Wilson’s Vishou Purana, pp. 461-482. For wore matter of the
same Jind, with curious vanations and discrepancies, see pp. 622-528.
Bee also the 12tp Skanda of the Bhégavata, and the “eonclusion'6f
most of the othet Purdnas.
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sonrces of the evils agamnst which we contend ought to
be muluphed and improved  Such an cducational
seheme as has been introduced 1nto Kathiawad <hould
he made to cmbrace every important town of that and
the neighbouring provinces, special care being taken
thatthe families of the chiefs themsclves should share in
its advantages, cither by the appomtment of futors or
attendance al school, as in ndividual cases might be
found cxpedient  Let the principles of the late noble
Despateh on edueation of the Court of Directors of the
East India Company be extended to our tyibutaries and
allics, so far as our 1nfluence can reach them, as well
as 1o our subjects  Let grantsm aid of useful learning,
and that algne, be given to all schools without exeep-
tion  In connexion with cdueation, let there he no
shrinking from the neulcation of the purest and most
exalted morahity, foneded on the recognition of the only
living and true God, the great legislator, ax the Witness
and Judge of humuan thought and action, and of his re-
vealed word as an infallible rule of faith and manners
With the sound of the law, let the tender and loving voice
of the gospel be heard, revealing to man the way of
reconeithation to God by the only Saviour, and that of
renewal and sanctification, and hcavenly elevation, by
the Holy Spint  If this hallowed work, at least for a
season, cannot be overtaken by government, from a re-
gard to native satisfaction and co-operation, let its impor-
tance be frankly admitted, and cvery facility given to
its communication by the compassion and enterpnize of
the Christian Church and Chnstian people, who know
their Lord’s will in regard to the propagation of hi®truth
Let a patience and perseverance in that work be mani-
fested, equal at least to that which has been exhibited in
the cause of anti-infanticide, which hasrequired so many
years for its maturity. Let us remember that there is
a time to enclose and break up the fallow-grotnd as
well as te sow and gather the harvest Let us not be
weary in well-doing, for in duc season we shall reap
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if we faint not, Let us be stedfast, unmovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, inasmuch
as we know that our labour is not in vain in' the Lord.

We augur well for the destiny of the British power
in India, we would say in conclusion By most won-
derfual providences,unforeseen arrangements,and remark-
able dcliverances and cxtensions, it has been cstab-
lished and preserved 1n the land 1t has here found 1ts
place, not so much by our own conquest of the country,
as by the voluntury submission to ourselves of the coun-
iry, whose sons in almost every provinee have rushed to
our standard and fought our battles. We have granted it
deliverance from violence and oppression. We have given
it peace, law, order, and rchgious hiberty, such as 11
never enjoyed under any of its dynasties, the traditions
of which extend long beyond the times of ancient Euro-
pean lstory We have in recality lightened the burden
of its taxation, both by lessemng 1t<« amount, and calling
forth to meet it the resonrces of the country to an unwont-
ed degrce  We arce giving encouragement to its agricul-
ture by surveys and modifications of assessinents, and by
canals for irmgation.  We have mmparted sceurity and
extension to 118 commerce  We are joining distriet to
distriet and province to province, by roads aud bridges,
and excavations of mountain passes, and by a systen ol
communication by sicam and lightming, by land aud
sea and air, which its 1nhabitants deem nuraculous. We
allow its people to share in our adwinistration, to the full
extent of their present advancemcnt in knowledge and
civilization. We are scching to clevate all its tribes
in the rcale of humanity We have quenched the
funeral pyre which destroyed the widow; and we are
stemming the torrents of infant blood shed by the hands
of unnatural parents. We have dispersed and destroy-
ed its bands of Thags and Dakaits; and Tydga and
Dharepa arc already terms which we have to explain to
1ts people as well as to foreigners. Iis Maryas dnd
Poshigs arc fassing away. [ts suicides and human
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sacrifices are alike interdieted and prevented as far as
human law can reach them. We aie giving it onr liter-
ature, and our arli, and our science. And, above all,
we are giving it our rchgion, even the religion of our
God 1n heaven above, with all its unspeakable blessings
for ime and cternity.  T'he night of 11s darkness has
passed; and it dawn has comce  Its hght will grow
and spread, and shine, more and more unto the perfect
day And a glorions day that will be to all the diver-
sified tribes and tongues of India scattered over her
gigantie body, from ¢ Cambay’s shiand” to “Ganges’
golden wave;” and from the 1ITmuilaya, where she Iifts
her head above the clonds in the azue vault of heaven,
1o her Cape of Kumarl, wheie <he bathes her feet 1n her
own occan
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Abraban’s offermgup of Isaae, 21

Adilat, Sadar, Bombay, and infan-
treade among the Kunbis of Gu-
jarat, ele. 422-4%6

Adisin m Kachh, entombment at,
380

Adbol, distriet in Wigar, suspect-
ed tribes n, brought under infan-
tierde ceygus, 257, preatly ad-
dicted to mfanticide, 258, 271,
note on, 319; transference of su-
permtendence of, 320, junsdie-
tion 1n, settled by Mr Lumsden,
355.

Agnmbkula tribes of Rayputs, 55

Agra, Rajputs in districts of, and
mwfanticrde, 351

A'hirsorA bhirs, apastoral tribe, 34

Ahmad Shih mds Khenglt in his
estabhshinent m Kachh, 59

Ahmadabid, collectorate, popula-
tion of a porfion of, i Kathia-
wid, 52, prevalence of wnfanti-
cule 1 collectorate of, 421-4

Ahmadnagar, in the Mahikin{ha,
Rathor {amily of, not suspected
of wfanticide; 402-3; annexed
to Idar, 413, 414

Ahmadnagar, in Dakhan, collecto-
rate of, not addicted to infanti-
cide, 425,

Aliaji, son of Hamir, 59; 319

Amirkol, 363.

Amreli, Gaikawid district in Ka-
thiawad, 337,

Anderson, Sir G. W., (. 8. and
govemér of Bombay, mmutcs
of, on mfanticide, 236, 273

Anderson, I L, C & 353

Anjar m Kachh, 143, 149

Anhilwida Pattan, 54

Arabs,sacnifice of ciildren among,
a,

Arthur, Sir George, governor of
Bombay, 320, 106

A'rya, from the country of dirya,
settlers 1, 28-29, 31

A'shipwi, the fulfiller of hope, a
name of Devi, 57

Ashoka, ewperor of Inda, his
edicts at Girnar, 53

Aston, Major H , assistant poli-
tical agent m Kathiawad, 341,
424

Audh (Oude) 38, king of, wazu
of the Moghal, 40

Babriawad, district of, m Kathia-
wag, 51

Badot, Mothd, 1n Kachh, addicted
6 infanticde, 382

Babarat, chapter of the cow, 137,

Balamba, mecting of Jadejas at,
342

Ballantine, Capt , assistant to resi-
dent inBaroda, letter from, noti-
ced by Capt Carnac, 96 ; fur-
mshes aregister of Jadejas n
Kalludwdd, 108,

Bandara Hothik of, 313

Bandresar, in Kachh, addicied to
mnfanticide, 383

Barnewall, Col., on infanticide in
Kathidiwdid, 156-161 4,

Bardd, distnet of Kathuwid, 51,

Baroch, eollggtorate of, and infanti-
cide, 125-6.
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Barr, Capt J T, assistant pols-
tical agent 1 Kathinwad, s
reports on mfanticide; 348-349

Beck’s Medical Junsprudence
quoted, 27-28

Bell, A,C. S, 435

Bel, W W.,C S, 425

Belgaum, collectorate of, not ad-
dicted to mfanticide, 425

Benares, sce Duncan

Bhagavata-Purany, quoted, 332

Bhandri, in Kachh, addicted tn
mfanticide, 358

Bhairava, form of Shiva, 1epre-
sented at Elephanta as sacnfic-
ing a child, 32

Bhiiyad, brotherhond of Jaide)is,
63

Bhiis, a species of bard among
Rajputs, 57, 58; wmexpediency
of ixing their fecs at marriages
by authonty of British Govern-
ment, 255; expences of, in Ma-
hikanthi, 401  See also under
Marriage expences

Bhatti Rajputs in Mahihiuthd, not
addicted to infanticide, 404

Bhirmalji Rao of Kachh, his con-
conduct, 63-64, 144 ; dethroned,
145 ; liberated, 208

Bhin D, Dr, his Essay on In-
fanticade quoted and referred to,
29-31 , 326-331

Bhils, » forest tribe, 52.

Biji Singh, Réja of Jaudpur, re-
gulates demands of Charans, 255

Bhaiji BAwd of Kachh, 143

BhAwanagar, capital of Gohilwad,
Rija of, marries a preserved
daughter of a Jadeja, 46, 71.

Bhyj, capital of Kechh, taken by
Khengar, 48. See Kachh

. Bhumiss, lamdholders, ot Mahikin-
thi, suspecied of infanticide, 405.
Bilane, D. A. Eng., C#8 , his cone
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sus of Kathidwad, 52, his letter
on inﬁ;nticule m, 165-169, reap-
pomted to Kithuiwad, 253

Bombay Governmmnent mstructs Ma-
Jo1 Walker to seck suppression
of infanticide 10 Kithiiwdad and
Kachh,48 , mute of, on Engage-
ment negociated byMajorWalker,
87-88 ; on procecdings of Capt |
Carnac, 94,98-100,107,110, 140,
on proceedings of Capt Mac-
Murdo, in Kachh, 141-142; un
M1 Gardiner’s proceedings i
Kachh, 151-3 , to Capt , Barne-
wall, in Kdthiiwad, 1564, o Mr
Willoughby ,193-5,207 9,10 Mr
Erskine, 237-253 , do Col Ja-
cob, 270-6 , to Capt , Melwlle,
in Kachh, 299, to Mr, Malet,
m Kithiawiad, 322-5; to Col
Lang, 344; to Capt Barr, 352,
to Col Roberis, i Kachh, 367-
372, to Mr Ogmihy, 37, to
Col Jacoh, 387; to Col Tre-
velyan, 339-91, to Major Keily
on Chorwad and Charchat, 396

" 7,399, to Col. Lang, on Méhs-
kiutha, 346-318, to Major Wal-
lace

Britan’s mission in India, 410

British benevolence, 435

Brown, Governor, of Bombay, 93

Burnes, Sir A , 359, 363.

Burpes, Dr James, K H, his
Sketch of the History of Katch,
quoted, 144-147; his visit to
the Court of Scinde quoted, 167.

Buddha,system of, averse to bloody
sacrifice, 29

Calcutta Review quoted, 172

Canaanites, infanticide of, 18.

Carnac, Sir James Rivett, resi-
dent at Baroda, his efforts for
suppression of mﬁmt;;?e in Ka-
thiawid, 93.109; defends his
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wmeasures, 101-107, defends the
measures of Col, Walker, 120,
governor of Bombay, concus
m the anti-infanticide measures
from A D 1839-1511

Carter, H J , Esq , 311

Carthagimans, infantiaade of, 19

Celibacy, female, aveproach i the
Kast, 359.

Celts, worship of, 21

Censots of Rajput tribes, 257,

Census of Jadejas, Mr Willough-
bv’s, 175, 180, of Jutwas, ob-
tamed, 257, of suspected trbes
e Wigar, obtained, 257; of Jade-
jar, Col Jacob s, 259, 260, 250,
Col  Potugper’s, 282, form ol
that of Kithhawad for Kaclhh,
200, Col Meelull's, 367-309,
M Malets, 31s8-326, Col
Lang’s, 334-348, of Mr Lums-
den, m Kachh, 350, of Col Ro-
herts, i Kachh, 308, 373, of Mr
Olvy, m Kachh, 373-1, ot Rio
of Kachh, furmshed to missiona-
1es, 377, of Mr Raikes, 382,
388,391, of Capt Leckie, of
the Jidejdsof Chorwad andChir-
chat, 395, of Col Lang, of the
Rithors of the Malihdntha, 405,
of Major Wallace, 110, of Rewd
and Kadawa Kunbis in Almadd-
had and Khedi Collectorates, by
Mr. Fawv:eett, 424, of Mr Webb,
of Kunbis in Khedd Collectorate,
424,

Ceylon, origin of the name, 53

“hirans, a species of bards among
Rajputs, 57, 58, expediency
of fixing their fees at marriages
by authority of Brntish Govern-
ment, 255, 393; classes of, in
Kachh, 388; expenves of,
Méhikinth, 401

Chérchat, ¥gasures for suppress-
ion of infamticide in, 153, 394-
399,

145

Chiwadd Rajputs, 51,

China, mfanticide of, 22-24

Chohén or Chowdin dynasty, 39,
Rajputs, suceess of anti-intants
«ide measures among, under A
era, 351, m Mahikiwhd, not ad-
dicted to nfanticide, 404

Chmarima Rajputs, 54

Cho1w &d, measures for suppression
of mfanticide n, 153, 304-9

Christianity, prevention of inlanti-
wude by, 27

Clare, Earl of, governor of Bom-
bay, his interest in the cause of
anti-indanticide, 193-19% , letter
to, of Rin of Kachh, 291

Colebrook, T H . on Hindu wi-
dow+, 379

Conntantine, ctuperor,  presention
of mfantusde Iy, 27

Cormack, Rev Dr John, on Infan-
ticude quoted, 22, 24-27

Court of Crimmal Justice for Kdi-
thiaw i, 155

Cracroft, Mr , magistrate of Juian-
pur, on suppression of infanticide
among the Rijkumirs, 43.

Crofton, Capt Joln, tutor to Rio
of Kachh, 239-92

Cushite  immugration mto India,
favourable to worship of demons
and ghosts, 31

Daughters and sons, different esti-
mate of, among Hindus, 32-6

Davies, M1, collector of Baroch,
4264

.

Deities, Hindu, bloody character

of some of, 31-32

De'salji, Réo of Kachh, elected to
the throne, 145; his education,
287, his letter to Lord Clare,
239, report of Capt. Crofton,
on, 200; interviewse.of, with
Chnstien  Miseionaries, 283-
208, 376-319; spares a daugh-
ter, 300 ; zealously adopts unti-
fanticide measures, 305 ; besi-
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tates about abohtion of Sati, 306,
ansiety to reduce marriage ex-
pences of Jidejds, 350; discus-
sion with, on Sati and education
378-9; abolishes Sati, 380,
views of marringe of Jade)ds,
360, 362.

Dhang, mixed tribes of
302, 364, 373.

Desert, see Ran

Dhe'd, adegraded trihe of Gujarit,
a member of, petitions Boumbay
Government agamnst the murder
of illegitimate children, 284

Dhanradakd, m Kachh, addicted to
nfanticide, 382

Dhamarki in Kachh (d 7,) Riy-
dhanj{ of, preserves two daught-
ers, 151

Dhandukd, population of pargand
of, 52

Dharol,bhaiyid of, save a daughter,
89, Sumrasin, 313

Dharwad, collectorate of, not ad-
dicted to infanticide

Dhondu Shastri, censor m Mdhi-
kanthd, 415

Directors of East India Company,
approve of Col Walker’s anti-
infanticide proceedings, 89, com-
ment on Capt Carnac’s proceed-
ings, 109, instruct Government
of Bombay to endeavour to ex-
tinguish infantiade i all the
countries which can befreached
by ite influence, 140 ; redimrks by,
on Kachh treaty, 149; 'on anti-
infanticide measures 1n Kathid-
wad, 348, 407; on census of
Chorwéd and Chérchat, 895 ; on
anti-infanticide fund for Kdthia-
whd, 408,

Dréngadsd, capitel of Jhéldwid,
the viji’s family of, 268, 820,
m, m‘

Kachh,

INDEX.

Driphd, taluki of, addicted to in-
fanticide, 125,

Duff, Rev. Alexander, DD, lus
visit to the Rdo of Kachh, 376-
379

Duncan, Jonathan, Esq , discovers
infanticide  among the Raghu-
mirs, 39-40, effects an en-
gasement with them for 1ts aban-
donment, 40-42, nquires into
infanticide among the Raghu-
wanshas ; his arrangements with
the Rajkumndis to a great extent
ieffectual, 42, appointed go-
vernor of Bombay, 44, discovers
the existence of mfanticide a-
mong the Jidejasof Kathiiwad
and Kackh, 44-43 ) ryequests
Major Walker to seek 1ts sup-
pression, 48, his comment on
engagement negociated hy Ma-
Jor Walker, 87-59; seeks sup-
pression of infanticide m Kachh,
135, his letter to Fatteh Mu-
hammad, 137-139, his death,
and mscription on his tomb, 139.

Dunlop,J.A ,C S, munule of, 236

Dwarakd, 53, 307

Edueation, in Kithiawid, 58, 228
9392, 253-270, 319, 321, 336-340,
m Kachh, 59, 386-7

Elliot, Sir Henry, quoted or re-
ferred to, 85, 56, 218,

Elphinstone, Hon’hle Mounstuau,
governor of Bombay, on anti-
infanticide measures, 110, 154-
155, 158 ; arranges Kathiawad
anti-infanticide fund, 163.

Elphmstone, Lord John, governor
of Bombay, resolutions of his
government on infanticide, 352,
899, 421; his direction of the
measures for the suppression of

Maryé, etc among the Khonds,

354

.
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Engagements (o abandon mfanti-
cide:~—of Rajkumérs, 42; of
Jadejis of KithiAwid, 81; of
Jam, 95 ; of Jadejds of Kachh,
147-8; of Hothis, 316 ; of prin-
cipal Jadeyds of Kachh, 306-7,
369 ; of Jadeyds of Chorwad and,
Chéarchat, 398, of Rithors n
the Mahikants, 400-2, of the
Kadawd Kunbis, 427

English and vernacular education,
prospects of, at Rdijkot, 338-
340

Erskine’s, W, History of India,
quoted, 53, 56.

Erskine, C J,C. §,311

Erskine, James, C 8, pohtical
agent m Kithiawid, 222, his
report on mmfantieide thete, 222-
232, proposes the extensaon
of education in Kathhawad, 228,
minutes of Bombay Government
on his report, 233-237, Gov-
ernment reply to his report, 237-
253

Falkland, Lord, governor of Bom-
bay, communications of his go-
vernment on infanticide, 344-
346 , addresscs a letter to the
Riéo of Kachh on the education
of his sons, 379, wrntes to the
Géikawdd for assistance i form-
ing an anti-infanticade fund, 414

Farish, James, Esq, C §., and
governor of Bombay, lis mmufe
on Mr James Erskine’s report
on infanticide in Kathidwad, 233
235.

Farnavis, Nin4, minister of Pesh-
wé, 61.

Fatteh Muhammad, minster at
Bhyj, 62-64; curious letless of,
on Jidejd infanticide, 76-77,136-
187,

Faweelt, B9 G., C. 8., his report
on Ahmaddbdd, quoted, 52 ; his

447

correspondence on the existence
and suppression of wnfanticide
among the Rewa Kunbis, 421-
424

Foitescue, Messrs, Smuth and
Shakespearc testify to the pre-
valence of infanticide among the
Ragkumars m 1816, 42

Frere, W. E Esq, C 8, cop-
perplate grant of, 54

Fund, [anti-Tinfantieade, {form-
ed for Kithiawdd, 161, re-
ferences to, 191, 232, 265, 280,
325, 340; for Kachh, 3866, 371,
391, 381, 386, 392, for Mil-
kinthi, 408, 414

Fyvie, Rev W |, 269, 293, 296

Gakawid, (protector of the cow),
takes Baroda, and cstablishes
there the Maritha authoity, 61;
Fatteh Singh, recognized as ra-
ler at Baroda by the Englsh
Government, 61, co-operates
with Britsh  Government  for
suppression of mfanticide, 81,
161-163

Gayra Bii, a lady of the Gatkawad
family, confers with Goyvernor
Duncan on mnfanticide in West-
ern India, 45

Gardiner, T. G, Esq, C S, lus
report on mfanticide 1n Kachh,
150-155

Gauls, worship of, 21.

Gauridhar, death of Modji of, 206.

Germagy, worship of, 21.

Glasgow, Rev. Adam, 269,

Glasgow, Rev. James, 268.

Ghoghi, population of districts of,
523 Mission founded at, 269,

Girnar mountain, 51, 54.

Gohil Rajputs enter pezinsula of
Gujazat, 55

Gohuwid, district of Kajpidwad,
81, 85.

Gondal, chief of, 79; agrees to
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abandon nfanticide, S1 ; fined,
159 ; (Chandarsinghyi) approves
of anti-in{gntrerde measures,214.

Gonsalves, Mr , employed with bis
wife as a Jidejd censor, 261.

Grant, G, C. 8§, 425,

Grant, Sir Robert, gosernor of
Bombay, his minute on a case
of infantiaide, 207-209, hands
over Mr. Erskine’s report on
infanticide to Mr. Willoughby,
233

Gujardt, conquest of Marithds m,
60 Sec under Kathidwad, Ma-
hikdutha, ctc.

Gurji Khinti (or Shint) Vijaya,
234,

Giay, Rev. James, tutor of the
Rau of Kachh, 257-8, trans-
lator of the Gospel of Matthew
into Kachhi; 295 ; commemora-
ted by the Rio of Kachh, 297.

Halid, district of Kathiiwad, 51

Hamir, a distinguished Jadeja of
Kachh, 59, 319,

Hansrady, goveinor of Mindavi,
62 .

Hanuman, Porbandar erroneously
associated with, 52

Hastings, Marquis of, declares
war against Kaehh, 145.

Hebbert, H., C. S., 426.

Hindutsn and infanticide, 28-37,
194, 429-32, ’

Holland visited by a Xachhi, 207,

Hothls, tribe m Kachh, sddicted
to ipfanticide and measures
adopted with them, 312-316.

Hausein Miyin, son of Fatteh Mu-
hammad, 143,

Huit, Benjamin, C. 8., his report
oa infanticile among the culti-
vators gf Gujarit, 422-420.

Ith Miyén, son of Fattsh
Muhammad, 148.

INDEXT

I'dar, in l\&;ihikﬁmh:i, paitiwats o,
342; petition for assistance a-
gainat infanticide, 400-2.

Hllegitimate children, murder of,
n India, 284,

India, moral renovation of, 489;
Brituin’s Massion 1n, 440-1.

Indo-8cythic comns, 55.

Infanticide, origin and prevalence
of, 17-26, sacrificial 1nfanti-
cide, 17-21, social infanticide,
22-26 ; prevention of, by Chris-
tumty, 27-28, sources of, a-
mong harbarous nations, 22-
23, circumnstances unfavourable
to, in India, 28-31; circums-
tances favourable to, in India,

31-37; yprevalent among the
Réjkumirs and Rijwanshns,

etc near Benares, 35-40 ; dis-
covered among the Jidejis of
Kathiawad and Kachh, 44-4S,
285, sought to be suppressed
by Bombay Government, 49 ad
finem, Colonel Walker’s report
on, 66-85, methods of, among
Jidejbs, 69-70; prevalent a-
moag Rajput tribes, 73, 434;
Major Walker’s efforts forabo-
lition of, among the Jadejés, 74-
79, Jidejds of Kathidwid
agree to abandon, 80-86; re-
sults ol Col. Walker’s efforts
for its suppression, §7-93;
Capt. Carnac’s dealings with Ji-
dejd nfanticide, as noticed by
Bombay Government, §3-111;
remonstrances of Col. Walker,
on, 112-134; attempts aguinst,
in Kachh, and engagement there
to suppress it, 185.140; Mr.
Gardiner on, in Kacbh, 150-158;
Col. Miles on, in Chorwhd sad
Chérchat, 1683; mensures <&~
against, proposed By Mr. Bil-
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phinstone, 154-156; Cauptan
Barnewall, on, in KithiAwéd,
146-161; fund for its preven-
tion formed, 161 ; report on, of
Mr. Blane, 165-16%, report on,
of Mr. Willoughby, 171-192,
proclamation against, 196-201,
conviction of Jddejis for, 202-
209; letters dissuasive from,
with acknowledgements, 211-
290 ; report of Mr James Ers-
kine on,with comments of Bom-
bay Government, 222-53, re-
ports of Col. Jacob on, and no-
tices of Governmant 255-280 ;
measures of Col. Pottnger and
Rfo about, in Kachh, 281-
298, 303-561 ; measures of Col
Melvwill, about, 299-312, meas-
ures of Mr. Malet, 312-317,
reporte on, 1 Kithiawad, of
Mr Malet, 318-326; native
essays on, 326-332; reports
on, of Col. Lang, 333-846, 348;
extinction of, ag a custom among
Jadwjis of Kathidwid, 844, re-
port on, by Capt. Barr, 349, 353;
report on, of Mr. Lumsden, in
Kachh, 355-364, of Col. Rob-
erts, 366-378; report of Mr
Ogilvyy on, 373-376, conver-
sation with Rio of Kachh on,
876; report of Capt. Raikes,
on, 880-385, 888.9, its atro-
city among Jadejds, 327, 428;
meagures for suppression of, in
Chorwid and Chérchat, 394-8;
its continued perpetration in
Keachh, 882-3; 389-392; aban-
donment of, by Jidejés in Kachh
400; ita discovery among the
Réthors of the Mahfkinthé,
400.8; temptstions th, smong
?8; Jhdejés in general, 480-

Istaslites, tempted to infanticide,

449

18, sacrificialinfanticide among,
forbidden, 21,

Jacob, Lieutenant-Colonel George
LeGrand, his Geographical and
statistical notices of KAthi{wAd
quoted or referred to, 50-52, 65,
his comment on complaints by
Col Walker, 132-133, his no-
tice of Kd(his quoted, 160 ; his
remarke on  anti-infanticide
fund, 163-164 ; appointed act-
ing political agent n Kathii-
wid, 254, his efforts for the
mmprovement of the Kithidwid
census, 255, his correspon-
dence and reports on infanticide
i Kathidwid, 255-268, 276-
280, his appeal for diffusion of
education 1in Kithiawad, 2656—
268 , his remarks on infanticide
measures 1n Kachh, 385 387,

Jad4, a Samm4, from whom the
Jadejlis are said to derive their
name, 168, 327

Jadejis, discovery of female in-
fanticide among, 44-45; dont
murder their daughters by concu-
bines, 46; character and cus-
toms of, 47, 69, 85, 428-487 ,
their origin and entrance into
Kachh and KiAthiiwid, 55-57,
68, numbers of, in Kachh and
Kiihiwsd, 57,72, their reli~
gion and character, 57, 69,
numbers of, in Kachh, 59 ; origin
of infanticide among, 66, ef-
forts to suppress infanticide
among, 66; instances in which
they had saved their deught-
ers, 71, 225; tribes from which
they got their wives, 74; claim
to be descendants of the Yéde-
vis, TT; historical nofe of,
167-168 ; principal Thluk{s of,
in KAthiéwid, V169 ; convicted
of infanticide, 20¢; how they

28
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comnit infanticide, 208 ; encou-
rage Pawaiyis, 294 ; their po-
pulation in Kachh, 302, 305,
branches of their Bhiiyid in
Kachh,309; remonstrances with,
for their infanticide, 327-331 ;
marriege arrangements of, 359 ;
etatistics of, in Chorwiad and
Chirchat, 395 , heinous nature
of their infanticide, 428-129,
their tempiations to mfanticide,
420 132 See Infanticrde

Jifaribid, town and distmet of
Kdéthiawad, 51.

Jainas, Buddhist Seceders, num-
erous n Kithiiwid, and averse
to brute-killing, 51, 58, indffer-
ence of, about mfaaticide, 70-71,
261, 263

Juitwas, a tnbe, probably a branch
of the Gete, residing 1n Barda,
81, 54, addicted to mfanticide,
72; chiefof, promtses to abstain
from infanticide, 217, brought
under infanticide censuns, 257,
260

Jim, title of chiel of Sammis m
Sindh, 56 ; of Jidejda in Kachh
and Kithidwid, 56, 169; of
Nawinagar, or Junnagar, 56,
319; unwilling to agree to a-
bandon infanticide, 79; called
to account by Capt. Carnac,
93; fined, 95 - engages to aban-
don infanticide, 93; claims
of, against Fatteh Muhammad,
140, suspected of infanticide,
157;; letter to, on infanticide,211,
and his acknowledgment, 211 ;
agks nssistance for his subjects
from infanticide fund, 280; sub-
seribes for education, 336 ; mar-

mdft daughter of, 344.
J 74
Jats, n tribe of LAubzmmsdans,

Jaudpur, capital of Mérwad, 185,
363

Jayasinghyi, of KAdi, 424.

Jeffreys, archdeacon, of Bombay,
372

Jehaji, of Murvi, promises condi-
tionally to abandon 1nfanticide,

75, 79 ; s mother appealed to,
78.

Jhélid Rajputs, 54 ; intermarriag-
es of, with Jadejis, 164, 169,
Jhilawad, district of, m Kathia-

wid, 51

Jones, Sir Wilhiam, quoted, 37.

Junigad, capital of Sorath, claims
of chief of, for Zortalabior black
mail, 57, letter from minister
of, on winfanticide, 217 ; chief of,
subscribes for education, 336,

Juria i Kathiawad, s fall, 63.

Justin Martyr on infanticide, 27

Kabir, Mak4)i of Anandgad, fol-
lower of, 70

Kachh, discovery of infanticide in,
44-48 | geographical and his-
torical notices of, §8-60; Bn-
tish relations with, 62-64; let-
ters from, in defence of infaoti-
cide, 76-77, 136-137; rejects
Colonel Walker’s remonstrances
against infanticide, 86 ; re-
newed attempts, by Mr. Dun-
can, to suppress mfantieidefo,
135-139, by Capt. MecMundo,
141-142; confusion of sffairs in,
143-146; regency formed in,
148, treaty formed with, 147;
agents of, i {avour of marriage
alliances with Rajputdini, 842.
See alse under Infanticide snd
Jadejés.

Kachhi langusge, 285,

Kadawi Kunbfs, or cultivaters,no-
tice of, and disc of infan-
tictde emong, 454,

Kéla-Batra, a Hindu hell, 8.
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Karangg, tnbe of Wigat, addicted
to infanticide, 261, 273, 318.
Kathidwid, discovery of mnfanti-
cide I, 44-48, general de-
scription of, with Instorical no-
tices, 50-58 , province of the
Kithis, 51 , 1ts sovereignties, 57,
settlement of, by Col. Walker,
64-66 , relations of British
Government to, 59, 115, me-
thod of realizing tribute n, by
the Marithds, 64, settled by
Colonel Walker, 65-66 See
also under Infanticide and Jai-

dejis

Kithis, a Scythun tribe guing
origin to the naume of Kithid-
wad, 55, description of, 159-
160.

Keily, Major, his dealings with in-
fanticade 1n Chorwid and Char-
chat, 396-9, in Mahikintha, 415

Keir, Sir W Grant, moves against
Kachh, 145,

Kennedy, R. I, 162

Kerr, Rev. Alexander, 208

Khéndesh, collectorate of, not ad-
dicted to infanticide, 425

Kheda in Kachh, addreted to -
fanticide, 383.

Kbedd (Kaira) Collectorate, cen-
sus of Kunbi population i, 424
Khengar, Jidejd, founds Jidejd
dynasty of Bhuy in Kachh, 59.
Khonds, human sacrifices among,

354.

Khirsarg, chief of convicted of in-
fanticide, 210.

Khumén Kathis, 159.

Krip4 Réma, minister of the Na-
wab of Surat, informs Governor
Duncan of the existence of in-
fantivide in Westorn India, 44.

Krishna, his flight from Mathurd,
52 ; stdfy of, and Putaoi, 333 ;
killn the Yédawas, 432.
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Kshatriyas, second or warrior class
of the Hindus, 421

Kuliba, agency of, not addicted
to infanticide, 425.

Kulambis, or Kunbis, of the Re'wa
district 1n Gujarit, addicted to
nfanticide, 421-427, of the Ka-
dawd district, 424

Kuiis, from Kul, a tnibe, probably
the aborigines of Kathidwad,
54

Kuwarj Rastomyi, s prize Essay
on Infanticide, 341.

Laidobi of Kachh assassinated,
143

Likhi Phulini, Jidejd prince in
Kachh, 166-167

Lakhmidis Walabhji, minister of
Kachh, 145, 146

Lang, Lieutenant-Colone] Wil-
ltam, assistant political agent in
Kihinad, 202, assists in trnal
of Jddejis for mfantiade, 202-
210, reports the death of a
Jideja under suspicious cir-
cumstances, 206, arranges the
affairs of the Réjkot state, 221 ;
letters from, on marriage expen-
ses of Jadeyds, 226, 341, 350,
appointed political agent in K4-
thiawad, 333 ; reports of, on in-
fanticide 1 Kiathidwad, 334-
344, scheme for education pro-
posed by, 336-340; intimates
the abolition of infanticide in
KithtAwid as a custom, 344 ;
acknowledgement of his services
by Government, 345 ; discovers
existence of infanticide jn the
Mihkanthi, and makes ar-

ements for its suppression,
400-8

Langford, Mr., C
political Agent in
165, 247.

Larken, M., C.

assistant
Richiswaa,

8., 420,
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Leckie, Cypl, returns of, on in-
fanticide 1n Chorwad ard Chér-
chat, 395

Legeyt, P. W, C. 8.,

Lewd, see Rews

Lockett, Colonel, 43¢

L.ohérid in Sindh, pir of, 361.

Lud\ow, Colonel, 434.

Lumsden, J, G., C. S, settles the
claims of the R4j4 of Murvi on
Adhoi, 319, appomnted polits-
cal agent 1n Kachh, 355 ; his re-
port on mfanticide in Xachh,
including remarks on the statis-
tics of the Jidejis and their
difficulties in marrying their
daughters, 356-364

Macaulay, T B, 435.

Mackintosh, Sir James, 137

MacMurdo, Captamn, agent of
British Government in Kachh,
63, 141-147; negociates treaty
with Kachh, 147

Machukanthd, distnet of Kithia-
wad, 51.

Maihikéntha, province and sgency
1n Gujarit, 399; discovery “of
infanticide 1n, by Colonel Lang,
400 ; measures for aboltion of
infanticide in, arranged by Col.
Lang, 400-408, reports of Ma-
jor Wallace on nfanticide m,
409-420; of Col Trevelyan, on
mfanticide in, 420

Mahmud Begadi, 55.

Mahmud of Ghazni, 55

Maispuri under Agra, anti-infan-
ticide proceedings at, 361,

Makwéna Kulis, probably the
source of the JhilA Rajputs,
54,

Malcolm, Sir Jobn, goversur of
Bomlw, vigits the Rho of
Kackh, and eddredees the Ji-

dﬁj" W‘ lﬁwtlﬂa‘j >
86 ; snlocts atutor for Réo of

425

INDEX.

Kachh(: 87, discovers Mmfanti-
cide in Central India, 434

Malet, A. Esq., C. 8., appointed
political agent in Kathidwad,
277, political agent 1n Kachh,
312; brings the practice of in-
fanticide among the Hothis to
notice, and adopts measures
against it, 312-316 ; s report
on infanticide n Kachh, 316,
bis reports on infanticide in
Kéthiawad, 318, and notice of
them by Government, 326, lus
efforts for education in Kathia-
wad, 319, 336,

Maild, chiefs of, S0

Malthus on populstion, quoted
24, 96.

Malwa, Rajput chief of, remons-
trated with on infanticide, 230 ;
resolutions of chiefs of, on mar-
riage expences, 232

Minkd, trbe 1in Wigar, addicted
to infanticide, 261, 273, 818.

Manu, quoted, 29, 33-35

Marithis, their connexion with
Guynrit, 60-62

Marriage, and nfantiade, 74, 106,
152, 187, 225, 350-352, 862-8,
373, 381, 384, 393, 430.

Méru, a class of Chérans, 388.

Maryas, 1n Orisd, 354

Mirwad, Rajputs from, in Mihi-
kinth4, see MahikAntba,

Mai4, the goddess, claimed as the
patron of Hothi 1o0fanticide, 313

Matthew, Gospel of, in Kachbi,
295.

Mausali fines, 267.

McKee, Rev, James, 269, .

Motvill, Col. P. M., appoinied re-
sident in Kachh, 269; -adopis
messyres there w mﬁnﬁ
cide, 801-3.

L Me'wid, Rajput statdl oi m-h

. wives to the Réthors af the M4-
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hiliuthé, 401, arrangements
with proposed, 406.

Mewats, a tribe of Muhamma-
dans, 73

Mhawa, chiel of, in Kithdwid,
confesses infanticide, 210.

Mhaw4, in Kachh, chief of, 148,
305.

Mhawars, tribe of Miinds, addict-
ed to infanticide, 349.

Miinds, tribe from Sindh, notice
of, 349.

Miles, Col W., political agent
at Pilanpur, measures adopted
by, for suppression of infanti-
cide m Chorwad and Charwat,
153,394 o

Mhurs of Rijputind, 434

Miller, Dr., of Glasgow, quoled,
22,

Minas of Riyputana, 434

Minucius Felixon infontiaide, 29

Mssion, of the Irish Presbyterian
Church, 1in Kithiawad, 268-270,
319.

Mitchell, Rev.J M, 424

Moloch, the Lord or Sun, passing
through the fire to, 18

Montgomery, Rev. R , 269.

Moncy, R. C., C. 8, his notice
of Rev. J. Gray 288

Moor’s Hindu Infunticide, quoted,
45.

Morchead, Dr. C., 279

Mubammad Kasim, bis death, 218

Murvi, capital of Machu-Kinthi
in KhthiAwad, connexion of
chief of, with R4o of Kachh, 47 ;
chief of (Jehaji) conditionally
promises to abandon infanti-
cide, 75; chiof of (Prithirdj)
writes to Mr. Willoughby ac-
knuwledging proclamation a-
gainst infanticide, 213 ; rank of
chief of, 956 ; claims of chisf of M
on Adhof, seitled, 319; defer-
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ence of chief of, to Jim and
Rio, 343.

Musalmans, in KathiAwid, 65 ; in
Kachh, 212, 364.

Néagar Brabmans, in KAthidwad,
58, 277, one of, in Kachh, com-
poses a letter in favour of infan-
tcide, 77

Naupier, Sir Charles Napier, go-
vernor of Sindh, 365

Nariid, munsif of, 425.

Nisik, collectorate, of, not addict-
ed to wnfanticide, 425.

Nawiinagar, a city in Kathidwid,
connexion of chiefs of, with Rio
of Kachh, 47; Sumris in dis-
trict of, 31S See under Jim.

Nepean, Sir Evan, governor of
Bombay, 141

Norns, C, C'S resident in Kaclh,
149

Ogilvy, Thomas, C S, political
agent mn Kachh, induces the
Rdo o send agents to Kathii-
wid to discuss marriage expen-
ces of Jidejds, 342; his report
on infanticide i Kachh, 373-
376

Okhimandal, district of Kathid-
wid, 51, 261, 337

Omkar Bhatt, notice of his tract
against infanticide, 230

Orish, hill tracts of, Mary4s and
Poshids in, 354.

Palu, marnage expence, 363.

Péirkar, or Nagar-Pérkar, an oasia
in the Ray, 863.

Pawaiya, eunuchs and sodomites,
294,

Pelasgi, infanticide of, 21.

Persians, infanticide of, 21.

Peshwa of Puni, 48, 60, 61, 68,

Phenicians, infunticide o 18.

Pigott, Rev. G., 279, 34l.

Porbandar, caital of Bards, 52,
217, 269, 343.
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-Poshi4s in Oris4, 354

Postans, Captain, quoted, 56

Pottinger, Sir H, Bart., resident
in Kachh, 152 ; procures census
of JAdejis in Kachh, 165, 252 ;
his measures for the suppres-
sign of infanticide 10 Kachh, 250-
286 ; his arrangements for the
education of the Rio De'salyi,
287-292 ; introduces two mis-
sionaries to the Rio, 293;
greatly respected by the Rio,
289, 297 ; appointed resident 1n
Sindhb, 293; his last interview
with the R4o of Kachh, and it§
happy effects, 303-306.

Ptolemy, his Geography on Saur-
ashtra, 53, on Aluria, 51

Pramars, 55, 71

Prize for essays aganst infanti-
cide, proposed by Col Jacob,
267, 274, approved hy Govern-
ment and gained by Mr Bhdu
Daji, 279; proposed by Col.
Lang, 305.

Proclamation against infanticide
1 Kéthidwid, proposed, by Mr
Willoughby, 183; issued, 196-
201 ; of R4o of Kachh, 311.

Puni, collectorate of, not addict-
ed to infantacide, 425

Punishment of infanticide, 1n Ka-
thiiwdd, 202-9; difficulues of,
in Kachh, 372; in Mahikintha,
416.

Purdnss, on lafanticide, 29-31,
41; degradation of woman by,
32-36.

Réjkot, Dad4ji, chief of, preserves
2 daughter, 71; 8urdji of, fa-
voured by Government, 165 ;
Bargjf convicted of infanticide
and gpmiahed,‘ 202-206 ; baro-
uidd domains of, 202; Suriyi
acknowledges roclamation aw

INDEX.

gainst infanticide, 214; nfission
station founded at, 269

Rajkumirs, (royal aons), near
Benares, notice of, and dis-
covery and prevention of in-
fanticide among, 3544,

Raghunith Pirwat{ Shéstri, his
Sansknt Essay on Infanticide
quoted, 332

Raghuvanshas, infanticide among,
42,

Raikes, C, C. S, 351

Raikes, Capt. 8. N, assistant po
litical agent in Kachh, on J4&-
deja history, 167-8 5 hus reports
on infanticide in Kachh, 380
351, 388-393, on ntercourse
betwecen the Descrt and Kachh,
355

Rijgurs, farmly priests of Jade-
143, 57, 66, 70, 3217.

Rayputs, of Kithiiwid and Kachh,
51-56, generally addisted to
infantrcide 46, 73, 434 % dont
provide for the preservation of
the offspring of their daughters,
69, 203

Rama and Tadaki, 332

Rimiyana quoted, 332

Ran, or desert, of Kachh, 50, o8,
363, 384, 385, 387.

Ranchodji, Thwin of Junigad, on
mfanticide, 217

RAos of Kachh, 56 ; succesmion of,
59. See also under Bhirmali,
and De'salji,

Rathor, or Rithod, Rajputs, 73,
851; tribes of, in Mgdhikdnthi,

*addicted to infanticide, and a1
rangements with, 400,

Ratnagiri, collectotate of, nol ad
dieted to infanticide, 425.

Raydhan; of the Red, Jim of
Kachh, 56, 168. '

Hegistration, genersl-syvtem of
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rec8mmended
438,

Rew4 Kunbis, or cultavators, in
Gujarit, addicted to infanticide,
421 -427

Richards, Majo1, 434

Roberis, Lieut. Col H G, poli-
tical agent in Kachh, 356, Ins
reports on infanticade in Kachh,
prescnted to Government of
Sindh, 365-367, and to Govern-
ment of Bombay, 367-373

Robertson, Col W D, 269

Robinson, Licut Col, political
agent 1n Mc wid, on Malikin- 1
thi  anti-nfanticide
ments, 108,

Roh&, Virap of, 11 ,—Suman,
Khengarni of, 367

for India, 153,

atiange-

Romans, mfanticide of, 81, 26,
28 ; prevention of, by Constan-
une, 27.

Russell, Mr , of Madras C 8., di1s-
covers the practice of human
sacrifices 1n Ornisd, 354,

Sabmes, infanticide of, 21

Sacnifice (see Infanticide), bloody,
of Hindwism, 31-52

Sahebani Jadejis, 361.

Saranas of Sindh, 56, 1078, of

Ran of Kachh, 285 ; tribes trac-
ing their descent from, 311, 312
Samétari-no-patar, 311, 812
Sanskni language, Eseay on in-
fanticide in, referrcd to, 331
Sat{, method of purity, the cremna-
tion of a woman with her hus-
band, analogous to Indian female
iofanticide, 36, 432; unwilling-
ness of Rdo of Kachh te aban-
don it, 205, 306, 310 ; discussion
on, and its foundations in Hin-
duism, 378; abolisbed by the
Réo of Kachh, 980,
Sauréshl¥, (peninsula of Gujarit
or Kithidwid, interest of us
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S¢ythians w India, 31, 55, 159-60

Sesodia Rajputs, 103,

Sctds, Muhammadan inbe, sus-
picions of infanticide among,261

Scton, Capt., on the exislonce
of infanticade 1n Kachh, 45-48

Shahpur, tiluki, greatly addicted
to infanticide, 258, 270, 276,
319 ; its resources, 1h,

Sinha, dynasty of Gujarit, 46, 53,

Sinhapur, identified with Sihor, 53

Shrawaks, Sce Jainas.

Shunahshe pha, sacnfice of, 37

Shiva, the bloody tendency of s
faith, 32

Shivariy, son of Hansraj, 63

Sindh, onginal seat of the Jadejis
and 1ts dynasties of Siimras and
Samméis, 56; conquest of, by
Muhammadans, encouraged Ja-
dejd infanticide, 68 ; supposed
to be addicted to the murder ot
ilegitimate children, 284; Go
vernment of, recetves nfanticide
reports, 365

Shastra,oninfanticide,29-31,430-2

Sodhi Rajputs, between Kachh
and Sindh, furnish wives to the
Jadejas, 47-48, 57, 363,

Slavery, mitigation of by, Rdo
of Kachh, 297.

Solapur, collectorate of, not ad-
dicted to infanticide, 425.

Suryés, or Sinhas, 55.

Sorath (Saurdshtra) district of
Kithidwad, 54.

Spartans, infanticide of, 21

Spiers, Colonel, 27.

Speers, Rev. J. H., 269.

Stevenson, Rev John, D.B., on
a figure at Elephanta, 32.

Sudhdmapur, associated with Por-
bandm', 52, SR e

Suriji. See unde Rajhot

Surat, colfeetorate of, and infan-
ticide, 4256

racos ) 52,

Surwaiya Rajputs, 55.
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Sumris, of Sindh, 56 ; of Kithii-
wid, brought under census, 315

Suicide, rehgious, 880,

Sundarji Shivaji, remount agent,
mentions the existence of in-
fanticide in Kachh and Kithia-
wid to Governor Duncan, 48;
aidg Col. Walker, 75

Suthari, in Xachh, addicted to mn-
fanticide, 383

Sutherland, Colonel, governor-
general’s agent 1 Rayputing,
408, 434

Tamisra, a Hindu hell, 21

Teignmouth, Lord, on infanticide
among the Rijkumirs, 38

Terd, in Kachh, chief of, 148, 305

Tertullian on infenticide, 28

Théni, collectorate of, not ad-
dicted to infanticide, 425,

Thar, district in the Ran, 363 ;
mother of De’salji Rao of Kachh,
from, 364

Thoresby, Major, on Mahikintha
anti-infanticide arrangements,
409 .

Thomas, E., C 8., on the name
Sah, 53.

Thomas, R H. Esq, Bombay
secretariate, 148.

Townsend, E H ,Esq.C 8., 279,
326.

Tod, Colonel, on the population
of Saurdshira, 56; on the Sab
dynasty, 53 ; on Jadeyis, 167,
on Rajput infanticide, 432,

Trevelyan, Lreut.-Colonel, acting
political agent in Kachh, 350;
uctihg political agent in MA-
hikdpthd, his report on infan-
ticide m. that ‘provincg, 4320

Tumwedi,Hotbisof,inKachh,318-15.

Tumar, a gfass of Chirans, 838,

Tutors, to nslive cliefs, 341,

Fyler, W. H., C. Sxd51.

INDEX.

Udayyt of Kachh, 56

Und-Sarwaiya, district of Kathii-
wid, 61, 55

Uny4, proclamation for marriages
of Kadawds issued from, 425

Vijaya Se'na founds the Walabhi
dynaesty, 54.

Virpar- Kharedi suspected of in
fanticide, 833 1

Vishnu Shiistri on the nameSah,53

Vishnu Purina, quoted, 437

Vyatipat, 82

Wigar, eastern district of Kachh,
63,150

Waghelas, Rajput tribe, 309

Walabhi, or Wals, capital and dy-
nasty of the Salls or Sinhas,
53, 54

WilA Raypuls, 54.

Wal4; division of Kathis, 159

Wallace, Rev James, 269

Wallace, Major R., political agent
in the Malkintha, s reports
on mfanticade in that province
409-420

Walid, Khalif, anecdote of, 219.

Walker, Lieut -Col Alexander,
resident at Baroda, requested
hy the Bombay Government to
use Lis endeavours for the sup
pression of infanticide in Kaghid
wid, 49, his estimate of the
population of Kithiawidd, 52,
settles Kathiawad, 65 ; his re
port on infanticide in Kathidwad
and Kachh, 66-86; negotiaies
an engagement with Jidejés of
Kéildwad for syppression ol
nfanticide, ib; results of his ar
rangetents for the suppression
of infanticide, 87-92, 109 re-
visits Kdthidwid, 90; affect-
ing interview of, with JAdejs
daughters, 98 ; re with
the Bast India € y -on the
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evibions by the Jidejas of therr
engagements, and his final coun-
sels on anti-infanticide mea-
sures, 112-132, appointed goy-
ernor of St Helena, 132.

Wankanir, R§j4 of, a Jhal4, 169

Warden, F., C §., 163.

Warden, John, C S, 398, 425

Wathen, W. H., C 8, notice by,
of a native pamphlet aguinst
infanticide, 230

Webb, John, C. S, census by him
of Xunbis of Kheda, 424 , brings
them under engagements to re-
duce their marriage-expences,
424,

Wilford, Lient -Colonel on know-
jedge of Indian infanticide by
Greeks and Romans, 40, 45

Wilkinson, L., C 8., 7ealous pro-
moter of anti-infanticide meas-
ures, 230, 232, 284

Willoughhy, J.P ,C § as assist-
ant resident at Baroda, for-
wards to Governiment papers on
InfanticideinChorw id andChér-
chat, 153 , lus services at Baito-
da, 1n the foundation of the Ki-
thiiwad anti-infanticide fund,
161-163 , appointed political a-
gont inKathidwdd, 171, lus in-
quiries on infanticide there and
subsequent report, 172-192; es-
timate formed of his report and
measures by Bombay Govern-
ment, 193-195; issues procla-
matior against infanticide, 196-
201; convicts chiel of Rajkot
and other Jadejés of infanticide,
2210 ; issues leitera dissuas-
we {rom infapticide, 210-212,

and vecerves favourable rephes,
218-220, his removal t¢ the
secretariate of Bumbay and ser-
vices there, 220, receives Mr.
Erskine’s report on infanticide
mn KathAwad for the expression
of e opinton, 233 ; replies for
Goverrment to Mr. Erskine’s
report, 237-253, letter to Ma-
Jor Jacob, founded on a mmute
of, 270, transmits a form of
the Kathidwid census to Kachh,
remarks by, on Kithidwid
census, 324, suggestion of a-
mendments by, on Essay on In-
fanticade, 326, acknowledge

ment of his services by Govern-
ment and the public of Western
India,346-348, prepares a norra-
e of anti-infunticide nieasures
in Méahikinthi, 406, 408.

Wilson, Col G T, 148, 165.

Wilson, prof I H Wiison, quot-
ed and referred to, 28, 438; on
the sacrifice of Shunahshepha,
37, on the Sah dynasty, 53, on
the burning of Hindu widows,
379.

Wilson, Rev Dr. John, quoted,
21, 87, on the site of Sinhapur,
53, intervuiews of, with the Réo
of Kachh, 293-298 ; 376-379

Woman, preservation of, accord-
mg to the Shistra, 29-31; de-
gradation of, by Hindmsm, 31-
36, 432-433

Yédawas, alleged descent of Ja-
dejés from, 65.

Yuga, Kal, 436

Zortalabi, or black wail, of state
of Juitggad, 57.

ErnaTa.

Ptgemyhiewhd note, for ** Réiydhan®’ read ‘“Kbengis.”
Page 209, in sheot commencing with, for * MelMWhe" read  Melvill.”
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