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PREFA.CE . 

I fr has beeu woll su.id that "tb~l'e will be plenty of 
money aOl1 pcoplo u.\'ai ia.ble fo r anthropologica l 

reseal'd., when j,il t' l'O arB 1\0 more a boriginuli . And it 
l~bo"as Ollr nlll senm s tiD was le no tiloe in completing 
t htl il' anthropolog ical co llec ti oJls ." U nelar Lhe sclleme 1'01' 
a ;YBLomat,ic tJt blJogruph ic :w rvtly or the wholo of .lJulia, 
I~ sujXlI'intcndeut for eauh Pl,t;sidollCY and Proviucc wuS 
a ppointed in 1901, tu cuny out the work of the 8 Ul'VOY 

ill atltl itio ll to his oilLet' duties. ~l'he other cillty. in my 
particllbr case-the direct·ioll of a lal'go local IOUSel1m­
luckily makes Illl excel lent blend wilth t.b.1~ survey 0l)era­
tions, a,g the work of collec.tjon for the ethnological 
section goes 00 synch t'onously with that of iJIVestigl,tion, 

1"01' many year:) 1 have been engaged ill briugiug 
togetuer tile scattc l'('!d information bearing on C Mannul's 
and Customs' in Sout h India, surviving, mOl'ibund, 0 1' 

. decease(l, which lies buried in official repOl'ls, umDual ~,CJ 

journals of 8ouiet,i~s, and othel' publication~. Tbe infor­
mation thus collected bail been supplemented by COl'l'e­

spondenco witb dist..rict OffiOOl'S Hlld pri\'ate individuals, 
and by the personal W lderings of myself a.n.cl my assist­
anLs, ]\11'. K. H.angacbari (fl'om whose negatives most of 

the illlls tl'ntioll ~ have btlen IUnde), Mr. V. Govindan and 
Ml', C. Hllyavadalla Rna, in \'al'ious pal'ts of t he Madrae 
Presidency, MYSOI'C, and rrravauoorc, in connection \yith 
the work of the survey, whioh demanJs the writillg of a. 

boole. 011 lines similar to H.isley's ' 'rribes tl.llp Clistes of 
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Bengal.' Fo)' the issue of this book the time is not ydt 
ripe. a.nd, as au all inttri'ln measure, I send forth the 
present farl'ago in the hope that it lDay be of some little' 
use and intel'est to those who are engaged in the study of 
ethnological ana sociological questioM in the arm-cbaiJ· 
01' the field. For snch, rat,her t.hllll fOl' the general public, 
it is intended. 

To the many friends and correspondSut,8, l!;Ul'0.Pt!a..tl 

and Native. who have helped me ill the accumulatiOl. of 
facl-s, 01' whose lJ ublishod wrjtings 1 havtl made l~beral 

llS~ oI,lwonld express col1ectivf}ly. ami wit,h nil sluc8l'ity, 
my great seast! of iudebtr·dllt'ss . And 1 would further 
express a ho pe Lhllt I'eadel's will liT3W my OLI.teotio' l to . 
the .orl'ors, such as most inevita bly aris~ when one , is 
dea.li ng with a mass of evidonce derived from it vflriety·of 
sources, allu provide mc with mnlel'iai 1'01' a possib:u 
futw'/;l edition, 

" J.Jot lhol;O now ijOud who neVill' lIQul before j 

And tbose wlw hllva Bcnt, kiodly Bcud 000 mot'C," 

Some of the articles, originally published in my 
Museum Bulletins, are now repl'oc1uced with additions, 

I Ulay a.dd 'that the chaptol' devoted to omt:ns, evil eye, 
etc., is intended only Uli a lUore outline sketch of a. group 
of subjects, which, if wOJ'ked up in detail, wou ld furnish 
ma.terial fot' a very bulky volume, 

E. '1'. 
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SO!IE ~[ARRIAGE CUSTOMS IN SOUTHERN 
INDIA. 

AT the outset I may appropriately quote the account 
of the Brahman marriage ceremony as given in the 
CeDJ>HSreport, 1891, to show how the Brahman ritual bas 
beart grafted on the uou·Bl'ahman community. If Ou the 
marriage day the bridegroom, dressen in true Vaidiki -
fashion with cadjan (palm leaf) books and a bundle of 
rice on lliij shoulder, pretends to be setting out for 
Benal'6S, t t here to Jead an ascetic li f4d. and the g irl's 
fathfJr, meeting him, begs that he will Accept the hnnd of 
Ills daughter . lIe is t hen takC:!1l to ~h e marJ'ia.ge booth 
(pandal), a.nd is fo rmally entrnsted with the girl. The 
sacred fire (hom(\m) is prepared, and worshipped with 
oblations of ghi (clarified butter), the blessings of the 
gods 91'e invoked, and the tali or bottll (marringe badge) : 
is tied rouud the neck of the girl by the bridegroom. The . 
couple then go round the sa.cred fire, find the bridegrooru 
takes up in his hands t he r ight foot of trle bride, and 
pl:wes it on a. mill-stone seven times. This is known as 
saptn.pndi (seven fHat). and is the essential and binding 
portion of the marriage ceremony. The bride is exhort.ed 
to be as fixed in constancy 118 the stone, on which her 
foot has boen tl:lIS pla.ced.. The bridegoroom, holding the 

• l !be VlI.i.iik. lire ~he lint. 0\&.111 Qf Drii.hmanB, whOl e OOOIlPll.tiOIi II toochillg 
the Vedall, ponOfllliog .lId Illperilltending .acri6aet, and PNlur1'ing tho mon1 
prinoiple. of the poople. ',. 

t The mock /light to DenarH I. kuoml 118 Kiliyitl'&.. 
t Tbe tiJi (IF oottu lIOne.ponlU to ~he ring of Eutopean Chrie tendom, 
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bride's right hand, -repeats the mantrl\ms (prayers) recited 
hy the family priest, and announces. in the presence of 
the sacred fire, the gods invoked, and t.he Brahmans 
a.ssembled, that be will have bel' a.s his inseparable 
companion, be faithful and so forth. And lastly the bride 
and bridegroom exchange garlands of flowers. Seed. 
grains of five or nine kinds are mixed up, and sown in 
smaU earthern vessels specially made for the purpose~ and 
filled wi th eartl .. rrhe couple water these boLh mprning 
and evenjng for four da.ys. On the fifth day t.he seed. 
lings Ilre thrown into a tank (pond) or river . ri'he boy 
and girl play every evening with halls of flower.s, when 
women sing songs, and much merriment prevails. On 
the second night the gi rl takes her husband to AD. open 
place, and points out to him the star Arundati, (pole 
star) implying that she will remain as chaste and faithful 
as that goddess." The_earth, in which the seed.grains 
are sown, il generally obtained from a white-aot hill. 

Among some sections of the Brahmans, especially 
the Tamil sections, prominonce is g iven to I,llt:} maternal 
uncles of the bride and bridegroom on tbe fourth day 
a.fter marriage, and at the coremony called miilaimatbthal 
(exchange of garland~). At this c(,l'emonial bo th b"ide 
and bridegroom should be carried nstride on t.he shoulders 
of their mate ... nal un.cleR. Outside 1',he wedding booth 
the uncles, bearing their nophew and niece, dance to 
the strains of a band, nnd, when they meet, the bride 
anp bridegroom oxchange garlands. On the fourth 

. .' 
• The mIIrT;"!", i~ lomotimel 0&1100, lor tbi. rc&IOD, ,liDi l{I'ahanam, or 

I'Uping the h&nd, 
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day a prucession is got up at the expollse of tue maternal 
lfficle of the bride, lilld is hence named .amman kolam. 
1'he hl·ide is dressed up as a boy, and another girl is 
dreasod up to represeut the bride. '!'hey are tuken in 
pl'oeassion through the streut, and. Qn returning, the 
pseudo-bridegroom is mtl.de to speak to the real bride­
groom in somewhat insolent tones, and some mock play 
is im:lulged in. The real bridegroom is addrossed as if 
be ~a.s the ayee (groom) or guma.6ta (clerk) of tbe 
pseud~-bridt'groo ,and is sometimes treated as a. thief, 
and judgment passed on him by t he la.tter. 

n is said that, ou the dhiksha vislll'jana (shaving) day, 
six mouths aftol' marriage, in cases where the Brahman 
hridegroom is a young boy, he is dressed up as a. girl, 
and the bl'ide's party, when they detect, the fraud, jeer 
at him a,nd his relations WI' baving deceived them. 
Brahmans mlly Dot shave for six mouths after marriage, 
for a year after the death of a parent, a.nd till the birth 
of the child when their \\:iv6s are pregnnont. 

The Madhva H6ihmnns commence the mal'ria.ge 
ceremony by asking the ancestors of the bridal couple to 
bless them, und be pl'esent throughout the performance 
of the rite. To represent tho ancestors, a 1'Q.vike (bodice) 
and dhotra. (man's cloth) are tied to 11 stick, which is 
placod near il16 box contaiuing the salagriima stone - a.nd 
}lousehold god3. In consequence of these ancest.o!'5 
being represented, orthodox Vaidiki Brahmans l'efuse to 
take food prepared in the man'iage honee. When ~he 

• 
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bridegroom is conducted to the marriage booth by his 
CULme father.in-law, all those who have taken part in the 

Kasiyii.tra cel'cmouy t hrow rice over him . • A quaint 
ceremony. called rangavl'iksha (drawing), is perfOl'med on 
the morning of the second day. After the nsunl playing 
with balls of fl owers (nalagu Ol~ nalangu). the boy takes 
bold of the right hand of the bride, and, after dipping 
her right foretiugcJ' in turmeric and lime paste, traces on 
a white wall the outl ine of a plantain tree, of which a 

• 
sketch has p1'6\, jously boon made by a married woman. 
'1'he tracing goes on for three days. .First. the base of 
the plant is drawn. and, on the evening of the th ird day, 
it is completed by puttillg in the flower spikes. On tbe 
third night the bridegroom is served with 8WeE>ts and 
other refreshmoots by his lIIother-in-Jaw, from whoHe 
hands he snatchos the vessels containing tbl'm. He picks 
out what he likes best, and scatters the remainder about 
the room. The pollution caused thel'eby is I'emoved by 
sprinkling water Ilndcow-duug, which is done by the cook 
engaged for the marriage by the bridegroom's family . 
AItel' \vasbillg his hands, the bridegroom goes home, 
taking with him a silver vessel, which he surreptitiously 
removes from ncar tL ~ gods. Along with this vessel he 
is supposed to steal a rope fOl' drawing wat.er, and n. rica. 
pounding stone. But ill practice he only steals the vessel, 
and the other articles are claimed by his people on their 
return home. On the fourth morlling the bl;degroom 
OD.ce mOl'e returns to the booth, where he ties a t.a.li oj 
black.:glass beads and a small gold disc round the bride's 
neck in the presence of 33 orore5 (33 millioDs) of gods, 
who ur(l represented by a number of va"iousJy colourtKl 

• • 
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la.rge a.nd small pots. Olo~e to the pots are the figures 
of two e,lephants, designed in rice grains and salt respec­
tively. Alter going round the pots, the bridal couple 
soparate, and the groom stands by the salt elephant, aDd 
tho bride by tho other. Thoy thon begin to talk about 
the money value of the two auima)s, aud an nlturca.tion 
takes place, during which they again go ronnd the pots, 
and· staud, the bridegroom Ileal' ihe rice elephant, and the 
bride by the sa.lt ona. The bargaining as to the price of 
tbfl a~lima18 is renewed, and the bride a.nd bridegroom 
again go round the pots. This ceremonial is snccf'ooed 
by a burlesque of domestic life. The bride is presented 
with t.wo wooden dolls from 'l'irupati, und told to make 8. 

cr&r11e out. of the bridegroom's turmeric-coloured turhan, 
whioh he wore on tbfl tAli -tying day (muhurtham). 
'fhe contra.cting oouplo are made to converse with each 
other on domestic matters, a.nd the bridegrooru asks the 
bride to attend to her household affairs, so that he may 
go to his dillies. She pleads her inability to do so because 
of tho ohildren, and asks him to take charge of them. ,. 
She then shows the babies (doUs) to all t1>o.e who are 
pr~sent. and a. good deal of fun is made out of the incident. 
The bride, with. hoI' mother standing by her side near two 
empty ohoirs, is then illtroduoed to her new relations by 
marriage, who sit in pairs on the ohairs, and make pres. 
ants of piin·supari (betel leaves and nuts), and turmeric. 
She is then formally handed over to her h.usband. 

At a wedding among Sri: Vaishna.va Brahmans, a.t 
an auspicious hour on the fourth da.y, the bridal ptlil' are 
sented in the wedding booth, ano made to roll a cocoanut 
to and fro aoross lhe dais. l'lIe assembled Brahmans 



keep on chanting some ten stanzas in Tamil, composed 
by a Vaishnava lady, named And iI, (an avatar of 
Lakshmi) who dedicated hereelf to Vishnu. She 
narraws to her attendants. in tIle stanzas, the dream in 
which she went through the marriage ceremony Rfter 
her dodicatioD to the god. Pin-supan, of which 81ittle, 
together with some money, is set Ilpe.rt for Anda.l, is tbeu 
distributed to all who arc present. . Generally a. lnrg~ 

. crowd is nssembled, as thoy bel ieve tha.t the chanting of 
Indil's srisukthi (p.raise of Lakshmi) brings a general 
ble-Bsing. Tho family priest then calls out the names 
and gotra8 (hauBo na.mes).Pi those who 1m.va become 
rela.ted to tho brirlegrooJll and the bride through their 
marriage, and, as each }lorson's name is clllled out, he 
or she is supposed to make a present of doths, money, 
eta., to the bride at' bridegroom. 

Reference has been made (page 4) .bo the nalagn or 
nalaugn ceremony. This, among Telugu non-Briihman 
castes, consists or the anointing of the bl'ide and bride· 
groom with. oil, and smearing the shoulders and RIms. 
with turmeri~ or Hour paste, or a paste made with th,e 
pods of .Aca.;iaCOttCifma, or PI,aseolutJ ltluI1U(). With 80tne 

eastes it oonsists of the roUing of a cocoanut, or beJl 
made of flowers, between the bridal couple. By Brah­
mans nalango is restricted to the painting of the feet of 
the couple wit.h a mixture of turmeric paste and chunim 
(lime) caned nalangu mo.u. But the smearing with 
sandal, turmeric paste. etc., ia also carried out. 

T~e Riizus (Talngu agrieuUurislB). "ho are ooWed 
in Tinnevplly, claim to be Kshatriyas, furd t.() betlong to 
the second of Maou's four castes, Brihru8.u, Kshat.riya, 



Plate I. 

Rizu Bridegroom . 

• 
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Va.isya, and 80.dr8. Some of their women are gOsha 
(kept in seolusion). Men ma.y not shave the faoe, and 
weRr a. beard until their marriage. Nor are they, 90 

long as they remain bacbelors, invested with the sacred 
thread. At the marriage the bridegroom goes through 
tho birt h, na.ming, tonsure, a.nd threa.d investiture cel'e­
monies on the tii.li-tying nay. 'rhese ceremonies are per­
for~ed as with Brahmans, except that, in l ieu of passages 
from the Vedas, slow specially prepared for the classes 
below· the Brahmans are chanted. When the bride is 
with the bridegroom on the dais, a wide-meshed green 
curtain is t hr own over her shoulders. and her hands are 
pressed over her eyes, and held there by one of her 
brof,llers, so t.hat she cannot see. Generally two brothers 
sit by her side. and. when one is tired, the other relieves 
him. At the moment when t he tali is tied, the bride'a 
hands a.re removed from her face , and she is pel'mitted to' 
see her husballd. On the third day the bl'ide is brought 
to the marriage booth in a clo~ed palanquin, and she is 
pnce mOfe hlind·foldl'd while an eh,borate ceremonial 
with pots is gone through. "In the Godfl.va.ri diHtrict," 
the Rev. J . Onin writes, " thill'S nre se\'eral fa.mi1iBij of 
the SOrYA.vn.mR8.pn Rii1.u ~ who nre called BflsR va. R u.zuJo, 
in consequence. it is "aid, of one of their ancestors 
having acoidentally killed R basa.va or ·sacred bull. As 
a penalty for this crime, before a. marriage takes place 
in these fa.milies. they are bound to select. a young bun 
and 1\ young cow, and canso these two to be du.)y 
married, aDd then they are at liberty to proceed .. w.ith 
their Own ceremony." • 

• 1D4. AaL. VDI. l8'I9. . ~~ . ' 
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U'rhe Hindus," Sir Walter Etliot writes, "recognise 
eight descriptions of marria.ge. two of which, the most 
ancient, are characterised as accomplished by faroe. 
That called irakkndan is thus described. When b.old 
men, becoming enamoured of a damsel, adorned witll 
large ornaments of gold, resolve to seize ber by 
force: this is the marriage rite peculiar to the brond and 
high. shollJdercd giants, who wander over the eo.rth, 
exhibiting their prowess,- Stil l morp applicabie to 
the Australian mode is the pRisacha lInion, io which the 
possession of the p A1'SOnS of females is obtaint~d. while 
under the protection of t,hei )' non .com~enting relations, 
by violence, and in a state of insensibility,lIt 

In savage saoiet,ies, it has been said, sexual unions 
were genel'ally effected by the violent capture of the 
woman. By degrees these captures have beoome friendly 
ones, and ha.ve flnded in a peaceful exogamy, l'etaining 
the ancient custom only in t he ceremonial form. 'Vhereof 
au excellent example is afforded by the Khonds (hill tribe) 
of Ganjam, concerning whom the author of the Ganjam 
Manual wr ites flS follows . It 'rhe parents arrange t.he 
marriages of their children. The bride is looked upon 
a~ a commeroial speculation, and is paid for in gontis. 
A gonti is one of anything, such as a. buffalo, n pig, or a 
brass pot j for instance, Ii hundred gontis migh t consist . 
of ten bullocks, ten buffaloes, ten sallks of oorn, ten seta 
of brass, twenty sbet'p, ten pigs, and thirty fowls. The 
usul\l price, however, paid by the bridegroom's rather for 

• Aooor<!ing' to the Hiadn Shutn" marriage eJ't&r forcible abdo.otioo i, 
auowa 0.1 ribbon, whiCh heoomM in T&lI1i1 irrikkadhNl. 

1, Ind, Aut" XVI •• 1887 ; EW., Kun.l. 
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the bride is twenty ortllirty gorrtis.· A Khond Bnds his 
wife from a.mong the women of allY mutab (village) than 
his own. On the day fixed for th9 bride being taken home 
to her husband's house, the pieces of broom in bel' ears 
are l'emoYed, and are replaced by brass rings. The 
Dride is covered vver wiLh a. l'ed blanket, and cll:fr iecl 
astr ide on her uncle' s back towards t he husband's 
villagp , accompanied by the young women of her OWl] 

villagc ~ Music is played, and in the re1l.r at'e ~OIH:l'ied 
brass play-things, such as horses, eLe., for the bride­
gl'o(lm, and clot.hs and hrass pins as presents for the 
bridegroom fr'om the bride's fn.ther. On the road, at the 
village boundal'y, t he procession is met by the hl·ide­
g 'I'f'lOJl1 and the young men of his village, witb their heads 
a.nd bodies \VlILpped up in blank et,s and cloths. Ea.ch is 
armed with a bUlldle of long thin bamboo sticks. 'I'he 
young women of the hl'ide's village at once attack the 
br'idegroom's pur·ty with ~ticks, stones, and clods of 
eurth, which the young ~en ward off with the barnboo 
sticks. A running fight is in this manner kept up until 
rbo vmfLge is reached, Whtl D the stone-throwing invariably 
ceases, a.nd the bridegroom's uncle, snatching up the 
bdde, carrie3 her off to her husband's house. 'rhis 
fighting is by no menns child's play, and the ruen are 
sometimes seriously injured. The whole party is then 
entertained by the bridegroom as laviiilhly as his means 
will permit. On the day after the bride' s a.rrival, a 

, . , MOIleI ~i~8 till reoolltly unkliowD in Kholldilttln,:tbll mue of nil iJ~porty 
,11I1t!llIat&d III h.,u ~ .. bl11Loo1c,'1ir ... t, pig or lowl, .. bag of grato or .. lilt of 
b~ pot. being lI&Oh ...... , th &lly~bing elto that may bto agreed Upoll, .. lite.­
V IUftapat.&lu. l1u.Ila,l, 
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butIalo a.nd a pig are slaughtered nnd eaten, and, upon 
the bride's attenda.nts l'etul'oing home on the evening ' 
of the second day. a. male and female buffa.lo, or some 
less valuable present is given to them. On the .third 
day all tlle Khonds of the villago hfLve i1. gl'and dance 
or tamiisha. (festivity) and on t he fourth dny there is 
another grand assembly at t.he house of the bride­
g room. rl'he bride a nd bridegroom are then made to 
sit down on a. cot , ami the bridegroom's brot her, pointing 
upwards t o t he roof of the house, says : tI As long 
as this gi l"1 stays with us, may her children be as 
mon nnd tigers; bu t, if she goes astray, may her childl'en 
be as ~makes and monkey~, and die- and be destroyed '" 
In his report upon t,be Rhonds (1 842) Macpherson 
tell s u S tl1at If t hey hold a fea st at the bride's house. 

Far into the night the principal s in the Bcene are raiRed 
by an uncle of eaoh upon his shoulders, and borne 
through the dance. The burdens nre suddenly exchanged. 
and the un ole of the yonth disappeRl's with the bride. 
The assembly divides itself into t wo pari iC:i. The friends 
of the Qride. endeavour to a.rrest, t.hosE' of the bl'idegroom 
to cover b el' flight , and men. women, and children mingle 
in mock conflict. I snw R man bearing awa.y upon his 

back something enveloped in an ample covE> l'ing of sCarlet 
cloth. He was surrounded by twenty or thjrty young 
fellows, and by them protected from the desperate attacks 
made upon him by a party of young women. ~rhe man 

u:ns just married. and tbe burden was his blooming 
brid~, whom he was cDnvAying to bis own village. Ht'r 
youtWul fI·it:nds were, according to OllhtOtD, seeking to 

reg~in possession of ber, and burled stones and ltaabooe 
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l\'t the head of the delated bridegroom, until he reached 
the confines of his own village. Then tbe tables were 
turned, and the bride was fairly won; and off her young 
friends scampered, screaming and laughing, but not 
rolaxillg their speed till they Tellcbed tiJeil' own villa.ge." 
Among the Khonds of Gtimslil', the friends and relations 
of the bride nnd bridegroom collect at all appointed spot. 
The people of thE' femnle convoy (mIl out to tho others 
to come and take tIle hl'ide, flnd then n. mook fight with 
stones · nnd thorny brambles is begun by the female 
C011YOY against t he pa.rt ies composing the other ono. Tn 
the midst of the tu mul t the a.ssaulted party take p08ses­
sian of the bride, and all the fllrnitllre brought with her, 
nnrl oa.rry all 011 tog~tb(\r.· Aocording to another 
acoount, the bride, aM soon as shE'< enters t,he bride.. 
groom's house, has t wo enormous bracelets, or rather 
handcuffs of brass, eaoh weighing from twenty La thirty 
pounds, attached to ench wrist. The unfortunate girl 
has to Fit with her two \\' ri sts resting on her shoulders, so 
8 S Lo support these enormous weights. This is to prevent 
hQf from running away to her old home. On t.he third day 

Lbe ba.nglos are removed, as it is supposed that hy then 
the gi rl has become reconciled b) her fate. 'rhese mar­
riage bangles aTe made on the hills. and arc curiousJy 
oarved in fl uted nod zigzag lines, and kept as heir-looms 
in the family, to be used at the next marriage in tho 
11 0USO.t Among the Kutiya Khonds chastity 19 said not 
to be known, or .it least practised by the girls. Thf!lY 

• .1. A. R.. St.e,.enMm, Madral JOIII'D. Lit. Boillll"o V:r,I8a7. 
t IIlWlrullw, t80 1. 

• 
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go nnkecl ti1l marriage. a.nd the unmarried men alld 
girl s sleep togetuer in a. house set aplll·t fol' the purpm~e 
in some villages . In others, b .... invitation of the girl, 
any maD she fa.ncies visits her at her paront's honso. 
'V'hen a man proposes m8.I'I'iage to a. girl, 110 offer s t,o boy 
bel' a. new oloth. and. after that, she is expected to 
remain virtuous.- According t.o f\ still more recent 
ACcount of mnrriage among the Khonds,t an old woman 

suddenly rushes forward, seizes the bride, flings hel' on 
her back, and c::l rri es her 00:. A man comes to iliA front 
similarly. catches the groom, and places him astride on 
his shoulder. The human LOI',", 0 8 neigh and prance abont 
like the live quadruped, nnd finally rush away to the 
outskil'ts of Lhe village. 'l'his is a s ignal for the bride's 
girl friend s to chase tbe couple. and pelt them with clods 
of earth, stones. mud, cowdung, and rice. When the 
mock assault is at an end, the older people come up, 
and all accompany the brida.l pa ir to the groom's village. 

A correspondent informs me that he once saw fl 

Khond bride going to her new home, riding on her 
uncle's sho~lders, and wrapped in a red blanket. !:;he 
was followed by a bevy of girls and relations, and 
preceded by drums and horns. H.e was told that the 
uncle hIld to carry her the wholo way, and tbat~ ifhe had 
to put her down, a fine in the shape of a buffalo was 
iDflicted. the animal being killed and eaten on the spot. 
I t is recorded that a European mllgistrate once mistook 
n Rhond marriage fOl' a riot, but, on enquiry, diRcoverAd 

• M.l1u.' or the G.nj.on di.triot. 
, J . E. F. PN'eiu., JO\IJ1I. A •. Soc., DeI'&'I, LXXJ, lilOt. 

• 
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his mistake. .At the ceremonial for settling the p,·elimi. 
naries of a Khond marrin.ge, a knotted string is put into 
t.ho bauds of the !:!cridfLh'pg, gata ,·u (searchers for the 
bl'ide), and a simi lar string' is kept. by the gid ' s people. 
'1'he "eckoniuO" of the date of the betrothal ceremouy is o 
kept by undoing a. knot,.in the string every morning. 

SOlDO years ngo, a young Rhond was betrothed to 
the daughter of Bnother Khond, aDd, after a few years, 
nUUlaged to {.lay up tho necessary numbel' of gifts, Ho 
the1l applied to the girl'& faLher to name the d~y of Lhe 
marria.gu. Befol'u the wedding took illa,cu, however, a 
Pima (hill weaver) ""entto tho girl's fat.hel', and said that. 
she was his daughter(sho had been born beforc her par~nts 
were married), and that he was Lhe man to whom tbe gifts 
should have been pRid, 'rhe ca.se was r eferred to a pan~ 
chayat (council), which decided In ravour of the Pano, 

Among tbe hill Muduvalls, who are said to ha\'e 
migrated frolU t.he Tamil country to Travancore, after 8 
marriage has been settled, the bridegroom forcibly takes 
awfi.Y the maiden from her moth~r's house, wuen she 
goes for water or firewood, nnd lives with h,er for a few 
days or weeks in a secluded part of the forest. They 
then returu, unless in the meanwhile they ha.ve been 
found by their relations. * 

(f 1.'he Kois (cultivating hill tril>A) of the Godavari 
district," the Rev. J. Cain writes,t "gtmertllly mal'ry 
when of fai.r a.ge, but infant 'nalTiages are not unknown. 
1ft·he would-be bridegroom i ~ comparatively wealthy, he 
can ea.sily secure a brido by a. peaceable a.rrangement , 

t Iud,4II\', V I 1876, 



with LeI' parents; but" if too poor to do this, he consults 
'~'i th .his parents, and fr iends, and, baving fixed upon a 
suitable young girl. 116 send£ his fathel' and friends to 
take cou ll sel with the headman of the village where bis 
future pal·tn~l' resides, A judicious a.nd liberal bestowal 
of a few rupee'3 and ars.k. (liquor) Sl'cure the consent ot 
the gllatdia.n oC the village to t he proposed marriage, 
This dena, the purty watcb fo r n favollrable opportunity 
to carry off t he bride, whioh is ~ 1I J"O t,o occur Wht:}ll she 
comes outside her vlllage to fetuh Wa.tel' or ,,.ood, or it 
may be when her parents alJel fI·iends are away, and she 
is left alone in the house. ['i'hs bead~man is ge:.erally 
consulted, but not alwa.ys, as ill 1876 a wealthy widow 
was fo rcibly cBTI'ied oft· fl'om t he houso of the chief Koi 
of A village, and, when the master of the h011se opposed 
the pt'oceedings, he was knocked down by the invading 
party.] The bridegroom generally anxiously awaits tht1 
retllrn home of his friends with their cRjJtive. aud 1,11e 
ceremony is }JI'oceeded with that evening, notice having 
been sent to the b<.weavod parents . Some of tbe Kois 
aTO polygamists. ami it Hilt unCrequen.tty bappcn-i th~t u 

widow is ohosen a.nd carried off, it may be a day or two 
after the dea.th of hel' husbal1d. BI'idb and bridegroom 
nre noL always married 10 the same way. 'l'be more 
simple ceremony is that of CI\using the woman to beud her 
head down, and then, having madu the man lean over her, 
the friends ponr water on his head, and, when the wat.er has 
r ':ID off his head on to that o[ the womall, they are regarded' 
8S ~n and wifu. The water is generally poured out of a 
bottle~gourd. But usually, on this aU.important occasion, 

• 
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the two are bl'ought together, anti. havillg promisf'd to be 
faithful to each other, drink Borne milk. Some rice is then 
placed before them, rllld , hn.ving I\gain renewed their 
promises, they eat the "ice. Then they go outside the 
honse, nnd 'march round fI, low heap of earth which ha.s 
been tht'olV P up ~nder 1\ small paudal (booth), singing 8. 

~i mple song as they proceed , Afterw~rds they pay their 
respects to the elders preR@nt, and beg foJ' their blessing, 
which is generr. lly bestowed in the form of 'Ma.y you 
be happy'! 'May you not fight and quarrel! I et.c , frhis 
over, all prosent fal l to the task of df'YOllring the quantity 
of provisions provided for the oec:l~ion. If the bappy 
couple and' thei .. friends are compfu'o.tively wealthy. the 
festival lAsts sereral days Even at thp 

present day more dispUte8 arise from bride-steal ing t han 
from any other cause," 

Iu a recent case, two MaIllS (Talngu Pariahs) of the 
Godavari district seized fI girl, who hnd just reached 
maturity, by the shoulders when she went to a stream to 
fetch watl'r. and rarried hel' off to thflir house. where she 
was locked in. At nigllf. she ~as C'ither married, or an 
attempt made to ma.r1'Y bel' to one of the men. In one 
statement the gi l'l soid t.hRt she was ma.rried, but, she 
subsequently stat.ed that she was unwilling, and broke 
the string of the roli. 'llhe acCIlSed man stated tbnt he 
married bor with her consent, and that it WftS a custom 
of his cas te to carry oft' a girl by force and marry her, 
and that he was related through her anCE'st.ors. Three 
witnesses stated that 11. man might C8rry off a girl .. who 
was his paternal aunt's dnughh-' I' or mateXnal uncle's 
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• 
daughter. But the accused did £lot allege t1Ult the girl 
was so related to him. The Judge l'uled that the girl W83 

kidnapped and abducte<l, and tho mon wel'o !icnt to prison. 

At a wedding alDong the hill Uralia of Coimhatore, 
when the bridegroom's procession arriyes al the home 
of tbe bride, entrance into the marriago booth is pre­
vented by a stick held across it by people of t he bride's 
villA.ge. A mock struggle takes place. during which 
tllrmerio water is thrown by both sides, and an ~nt.rallce 
into the house is finally effected. At a Jogi (TeJ ugu 
beggars and pig-breeders) wedding. when the bridegroom 
and his party proceod to the bride's but for tho cere­
mony of tying tbe bottu (marJ'iage bndge). they are 
slopped by a. rope or bamboo sCI'een) which is held by 
the relations of the bl'ide anll otherd. After 11 shor t 
struggle, money is paid to the men who hold the rope 
or sc:-een, :lnd tho ceremonial is proceeded with. The 
rope is called vallepu thadu or reintionship rope, and is 
made to imply legitimate connection, as distinguished 
from incest. In the marriage cel'~mony of the 'l'OI'eyas 
(Canarese .fishermen) of Coimba.tore, the bridegl'oom's 
sister meets tho newly.married couJile as they approacb 
the bride's home, and prCltCllts them from entering till 
she has extracted a promise from them that their child 
shall marry her child. In like IllRnnef, on the last day 
of the marriage ceremonies among the Talugu Balijns 
alld Kammas, during the mock ploughing and sowing 
rite, the sister of the bddegroom puts a cloth over the 
b8.!ket coutaining eal·th, wherein seeds arc to be SOWJl 
by the bridegroom, and will not allow 111m to go on with 
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• 
the ceremoYty till she has extracted a promise that his 
first~ born r.a.ughter shall marry her son. When a. Tan­
galan Paraiyan bridegroom brings his bride to her house 
a. few days after the maniage ceremony, he is mot at 
the entra.nce by his brother-in-law, who pnts rings on 
his second toe, and keep~ on pinchiug his feet till he 11as 
received a promise that t be bridegroom will give hi~ 

daughter, if one is born to him, in maniago to the son 
of his brother.in-law. At the first menstrual ceremony 
among· the 'l.'angalii.u Paraiyans, the git'l is somet.imes 
beaten with a flour-cake (puttu) tied in a. doth by her 
mother-in-law 01' paternal ftUnt, and the latter repeat.edly 
asks the girl to promise tha.t, if 1\ female child is born to 
her. she shall marry her son. At all Odde or Wudder 
(navvy class) werlding~ at Coimbatore, when t,be bride­
~room and his party try to entel' the bride's house, they 
are met on the threshold by some of the rela.tives of the 
bride, who ask them to sing fit least one aong before 
~omg In. 

A Coorg bridegroom, mounted on a pony, dismounts 
at the gnt.e of t·he bride's residence, which be a,ppro8cbes 
bare-footed, and advances like a traveller of old on a 
long journey, with a.n :llpine staff in his ha,nd. Wben 
he bas adv8.!](·,ed within tAle gate, men hold upright the 
stems of a plantain tree with the leaves on the;n. A 
large- broad Cool'g war~knife is put into his band, Bnd 
he has to cut through flo plantain stem with ODe blow. 
'I'hree chances are allowed bim. It is clear that the 
possession of phYRical strength has always been regn.rded 
by this race as an essential requisite in a Buitor, and the 

8 
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survival of this custom is a safeguard against the pre· 
mature mRrriage of childl'Cll , which prevnils elsowhere. 
The shooting of R tiger is n glorious event in a Coorg 
man's life. The 1161'0 goes through a formal ceremony of 
ma.rl'ing~ with the dead monster,- ..At t he Matt npongal 
festival" t.oWA.Tds evening festoons of aloe fibre and 
cloths containing coins are tied to the horns of bullocks 
and cows, nond the Ilnimals are rll'iven through the streets 
with tom-tom and music. In the villages, osrccially 
those inhabited by the Kal lanlj (thief Ct:'l.ste) in Madul's and 
Tinnevelly, the maiden clloo.<;es as her husband the mnn 
who bas safely untied ftTld brought to her t,he cloth tied to 
tb~ horD of the fiercest bull. 'fho animals ari~ let loose, 
with t heir horns oontaining valuables, amidst. r.be din of 
t,om·tom (na.tive drum) and hat'sh music, which terrifies 
Rond bewilders them. They run macliy about, and fl.1'O 

purposely exoited by the crowd, A young KaUan will 
declare that. he will run after sllch and fi uch a bull-and 
tbis is sometimes a risky pursuit-and recover the vaIn· 
a.bles ti.ed to its horn . 'rhe KaHan considers it 8. great 
a isgrnce to .be injured while obasi ng the buIl.t" 

The custom of oa.rrying off the bride with some show 
of resistance is stm observed by the Savarns (hill t,ribo) 
of Ganjam. In a case which occurred a few years ago, 
the bridegroom di{l not comply witll the usnal cnst.om of 
giving a. feast, to the br ide's people. and her mother 
objected to t he ma.rriage on that acoount, The bride. 
groom's party, however, managed to carry oB'the bride. 

: . T. 0, 1\;ioe, M"llo.bar Qllart..lierift'll", 1002. 
1 S, M. N.l.en. S".h·i, Binda Ft·.,tI, Flllt" .nd O(l1"9IUoui .... 19O& 
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Her mother raised an alarm, on which a Dumber of 
people ran up, and tried to stop the hridegroom's party. 
They were outnumbered, and oue man. was knock ed 
down, and died immediately {I'om l'uptul'e of tho spleen. 

A detailed account of :) form of wedding ceremony 
among the Savaras 01' SaUl'as of Ganj am has been 
published by Mr, Y Fa wr;ett,· A young man, who 
wished to marry a girl, went to her house with a pot of 
liquor, an I1l'row, and a, brass bangle fo<.ber mother. 
'rho liquor find arrow were placed on the floor, and the 
young Ulan and two of his relations drank tbe liquor, 
'f he lather of tile giJ'l sugges ted tha.t, if more liquor was 
brought, they w()uld talk over t,he matter . The young 
mall then stl'uck the arrow in t.}16 tllatch of t,lle roof, and 
went off with tho empty pot. On the next occasion, the 
fatbel' of the gil'l swashed the pot of liquor, and beat the 
young mall. Again he went to the house, and stuck an 
arl'O\Y ill the th;~tcb by the Ride of tbe firs t one. The 
father and the gil'1's nearest male relative each took ODe 

of the al'rows, a.nd, holding them in their left hands, 
drank some of the liquor. Marc presentati<?ns of arrows 
and liquor foHow ed, and ov(on t.ually the young man, with 
about ton men of hiB village, went t,o watch for the giri 
going to th'!l stream for w1l.ter , and, when they saw ber, 
caught her, and ran off with bel'. She oried out, and 
the people of the village came out, aod fought for her, 
but she wa.s got. away to the young man's village, a nd 
remained with him 85 his wife. The..object of the arrow 
is probably to keep off evil spirits. At a. marriage a~no~g 

• Jour • • Allth. 800., Bombay. 1, l888. 
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the Khond. of B.llignd., .fter the beads of the bride 
and bridegroom have beeu brought together J an arrow 
is discharged from a bow by the yDuDger brother of 
the bridegroom into the grass roof of the h ut. In like 
manuel', Rmong the Bechuanas. the bridegroom throws 
an fU'row into the hut before he enters to lake up his 
bride. At a wedding among the Krishnavakkars of 
rr mvancore, the brides ' party go, on the third dl\Y, to 
the house of the bridegroom, with au air of burning 
indigna.tion, and every effort is lU""de to appeas~ them. 
They finally depart without paf't.aking of the profcn ed 
hospitality. On the seventh day the newly-marl'jed 
couple return to the bridals bouse. The pl'flctice is said 
to be carried out as symbolising the act of bride-captur'} 
resorted to by their divine ance!\oor KI'ishna in securing 
an aLUanoe with Rokmani . 

At a YappiJIa (class of Muhammadans) wedding in 
Malabar, tho bridegroom) a.ftal' the lali has b~en tied 
round the bride's neck) takes ber up, and runs away with 
her to the adjoining bridal chamber. This custom is 
very rigorously observed by the Labbai Muhammadans 
of the east coast for three consecutive days after 
marriage.-

At .. wedding among tbe Mala (hill) Araya.s of 
'l'rava.ncore, the bride and bridegl'ooUl sit and e~t fTom the 
same plantain leaf, after which the tiili is tied. '£he bride 
then seiz.es any ornament or cooking vessel in the house, 
saying that it is her father's. The bridegroom snatches 

, 
• P. V. RlmUDI, !4ai11"1R Ohri.~. Oot 1I1g~ 18SG . 
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it from her, and the marriage rite is concl uded.· The 
mother of B. PuJayB.ll (agl'6Btic sed) bl'ide in Travancore, 
is, by a curious custom, DOt permitted to approach the 
bridegroom on the wedding day 01' aftor, lest she should 

cause ceremonial pollution. t . 
A young Badaga (If the Nilgiri hills, who cannot obta1n 

the girl of hiR cboice, makes known that he will have her 
01' kill himself. Understanding which, SOllle friends plnce 
him at the il' h ead, go, if need be, to seek reinforcements 
a.mong- the Totlas, find return with a ba.lld of sturdy 
fellow s, G~nerally the abduction is succe~sfuJ. + When 
a Gall. (Telugu shepherd) bridegroom sets out fOl'th. 
house of his motbe l'-in-law, he is seized ou the wa.y by his 
companions, who will not rtll('as~ him until he has paid 11 

piece of gold.§ 'fhe same custom is recorded fiR occurring 
a.mong tho Idaiyans (Tamil shephtlrds) of the Madura 
district. At their weddings, on the third day, when the 
favoul'i.te amusement of spl'inkling turmeric-water over 
the guests is concluded, the whole party betake them­
..,Ive, to tb. villag. !ank (pond). A fri end of tbe bride­
groom brings a hoe and a basket, and the Y01:lng husband 
fills three baskets with earth fl'om the bottom of the tank: 
while the wife takes th~m away, and throws the ear th 
behind. They then sa.y "We na.ve d ug a ditch for 
oharity." This practice may be probably explained by 
remembering t~at, in arid dist ricts, where the Idaiyaos 
often tend their cattle, the tank is of the greatest 
importance. 11 

• T .... 'I'anoore CWlIUI Report, 1901. 
t ReeolOl, PI ilaitiv6 .'011l. 
6 "&.Doal of t.he MadlU'lo di,tr itt.. .. ~ .. , 

f Ibid . 
, Manal of thll.Nellored~triet. 
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. 
Aralli 01' Varu.riyan ('rawil agricultul'j s ~) bridegroom, 

at tho close or the malTiage ceremony. goes to a pJot of 
ground outside the villarrc neal' H tank. carrying a toy 
yoke, crowbar and spilde. He is followed by bis wife 
cal'J'ying some rice gruel in an old pot, On reaching the 
tauk, the man turus up some Boil with the spn.dc, and, 
after pl'f'tcnding to plough with the yoke, feigns fa.tigue, 
and sits dOWlJ , The brido offers him some rice gruel, 
which he a.ccepts, a.nd t hrows it iuto the tank. Mixed 
grains sown in earthen vessels are then worshil>f.>ed, and 
also thrown into t.he tank . The bride fills hel' pot wiLL 
wnter , and c.:al'J'ies it home, to hI? used on t he rollowing 
da.y for cooking pur.pos, s. 

fl'he Parenga. Gadabas of Vizagapat.a.mtave t-w o forms 
of marriage, one of which ( bibn.) is accompanied by mueh 
feastin.g, gifts of blllltICks, toduy, rice, etc. 1'he most 
in te resting feature is t,ht:l figh t with fists for t he bride. 
All the IDtln on each side fight , nnd the bridegroom has to 
carry off the britle by £o rc6, 'then they aU si t. down, and 
feas t together. In t ht! other form (lethulin) the couple go 
off together to t,il e jungle, and , when they roturn, pay 
twent,y rupees, 01' whatever they can afford, to the girl's 
fat her. Amoug till;l Banda Gadabas, a young luan and a 
maid reti l'o to tho junglc, and light a. fire. Then the maid, 
taking a burning st.ick, applies it to the man's glutEuu 
region. If he cr ies out. am ! Am ! Am ! he is unworthy 
of her, and she remains a maid. If be does not, t he 
.ql&l'r_iage ~ at once consummated, l'ho application of 
the prund is probably ligbt or severe according to the 
girl's fcclhigs towards the YQung man. Aocording to 
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Jlnother verSIOn, the girl goes off to the jangle with 
several men, and the scene has been described as being 
like a figure in the cotillion, as they come np to be 
switched with the brand. 

At a wedding among the Bagataa (fishing caste) of 
Vizngapnt.'l.lll, the bl'idegroom is st.ruck by his brother­
in-Jaw, who is then pl'escnted with 1\ pair of Dew c1oths.­
In like manner , part of the marriage ceremony of the 
Oriya Haddis (cultivators) consists in the bride's 
striking t.he bl'idegroom.t At a wedding among t,be 
Ghasis (scavongers) of Ganjam, an eart,hen pot filled with 
water is suspended from the marriage booth. On tIle 
last day but one of the protl'acted ceremony, tIle bride­
gruom \JrI:'laks tlle vessel. rrbe bride's brother then 
strikes him on the back, a nd hI) leaves the house in mock 
angel' . Next na,y t·he bride goes to his ht.1l1Se, and invites 
him back.t At a wedding among the M11hammadan 
Marakayars of the east coast, the Hindu custom of tying 
{\, tali round tbe neck of the bride is observed. On the 
fourth day t,be bride is dressed like a Brahman woma.n, 
and holds a. small brass vessel in ODe hand, and 0. stick jn 
tlle other. Approacbing the bridegroom, she strikes him 
gently, and says! if Did not 1 g ive you butter-milk and 
curds? Pay mo for t hem." The bridegroom then places 
R. few tama,riDd seeds in the brass vessel, but thC\ bride 
objects to this, and demands money, accompanying the 
demand by strokes of the stick. The man then places 
copper, Rilver and gold coins in the vessel, and the bride 

• Madras Cellln, &port, 1001. t Ibid. * B. P. Rio~ OOClLiionol 'E~~"Y' on N .. ti"e SQllth lndinn Life, 
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retires in triumph to her chambfl r.· T he DiidekuJn.s 
(cotton cleauers). though Muhammadans, have adoj>ted 
or retained many of t he customs of the Ricdns around 
them. tying a tali (a bead neckla.ce) to the neck of the br ide 
at ma.rriage, being very ignorant of the Muhalnmadan 
religion, and even joining in Hindu worship as far as 
allowable. They pray iu mosques, and circumcise their 
boys before the age of ten, and yet somo of th~m observe 
t he H indu fes t;iYals. t The Sirukudi KaHans (Tamil thief 
caste) nse R. ta,1i, on which, curiously ~lloHgbJ the Mubam­
madan badge of a crescent alld n star is en~raved . 'rhe 
Purama18i-na.du 8ub-divi sioll al so follow the MuhA.m. 
ma.dan pl'sctina of ci t'curnc i8io n . ~ 

A sing ul ar custom ca lled ala.ka 01' offence is sn.irl to be 
common at welldings nmong mlllly l'lasscs in the NenOl~e 

district, In the mi dd1e of the celob!'ations Olt the fourth 
night, the bridegl'oo rn and his party make a protence to 
take offence at sometJling done by the bride's .. people. 
They stop the proceedings, and withdraw in affected 
anger , Whereupon t he bride's relations and frit:'nds 
follow thom with presents, seeking a. reconciliation, ¥£hie 
is speedily effected, and then both pal'ana re~n togethe.r 
to the bridf1'FI house wi t h much sho", of rejoicing .§ 

At a marringe among thE' Badhoyis, (oArpenters and 
blacksmit hs) and various other castes in Ganjam, t wo 
pith crowns are placed <!n'the fOl'eheaa of the bridegroom. 
On his way to the bride's house he is met by her purohit 

., MadnIa }lnli. 1900, 
t M .. nul of !.he North Aroot di.trict , Cen.ttl Repor1. 1001. 
t Xad .... Ceneu. KellO rt., 1901. § U .. nQ"'.t the NeDore di¢riet. 
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(priest) and relations, and the barber washes his feet, and 
presents him with a new yello,,, cloth, flowers, aud kusa. 
g rass ( IJJragros tis CYI&OSILTOiclp.8) . When he arrives at the 
house, amid the recitations of stanzas by the priest, the 
blowing of conch-shells and other music, the women of 
the bride's party malul a noise called huluhuli, and 
sholvAI' kusa grass over him. At the marriage booth the 
bridegroom sits upon n raised' altar,' aDd the bride, who 
arrives. accompanied by her maternal uncle, pours salt, 
y..,lIow-co!oured rice, and parched paddy over the head 
of the bridegl·oolll. by whose side she soots herself. 
Various Bl·ii.hmanical rites are then perforfned, and t he 
bl'ide's fflther places her hand in that of the bridegroom. 
A bundle of straw is nolV placed on the altar, ou which 
the contracting parties sit, the bridegroom fa.cing' east 
and the bride west. 'rhe purohit rubs a little jaggery 
(molasses) over the bridegroom's right palm. joios it to 
the palm of the bride, and tier; their two hands together 
with a rope made of ku sa g rass. A yellow cloth is tied 
to the clotb r; which the bridal pair arc wearing, and 
stref.ched ovel' their shoulcle l·s . One of Ule .pit.b crowns 
is next removed" ft· to t he bridegroom's forehead. and 
placed on that of the hI·ide. The hauds are then untied 
by n mnrl·jed woman. Sl'[~dh (ruemorinl service for the 
dead) is performed for the propi tiation of ancestors, aod 
the purOhit, r elJeating some ma.ntl'ams, blesses t.ho pail' by 
throwing yellow rice over them. On the sixth day of 
the oeremony the "brid ' groom runs away from the hou~e 
of his fa.ther-in-l"w I as if he was displeased, and g~es to 
the ·hoose of a IstioD in the sa.me or an adjacent 

4 
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village. His brother.jn-Iaw, or other ma.lerelatioo of 
the bride, goes in search of him, and, when ho has 
found him, rubs some jaggery over bis ace, aud brings 
him back.· 

The Relli (gard p.Der) bridegroom of Ganjam, with the 
permission of the village magistrate, marches straight 
iDto the bride's house, aod ties a wedding uecklace rouml 
her necK. A gift of seven and~a·half r npees a.nd a pig 
to the caste-men, and of five rupees to the bride's father, 
comple~eB tihis very primitive ceremony.t Thtl usual 
bride price among the J ogis Cllelugu beggar caste) is a 
pig and Rs. 19-4-0, and o,(.-::w;.dding day the pig i . 
killed, and its head is tajo:en by tbe bride's party, while 
its body is reserved for a general feast.f .At the betrothal 
oeremonyof £lome Khonds, a buffalo and pig are killed, 
and some of the viscera eaten. Various parts are distri . 
boted according to an abiding rule, viz., the head to the 
bridegroom's ma.ternal uncle, the flesb of the sides to 
his sisters, and of the baek a.mong other relations and 
friends. 

At no Patiao (Tamii agricul tnrist) wed.ding, befol'6 
the \vedding is actua.lIy performed, th'" bridegroom 
soddenly leaves hi~ houso and stnl'ts fot' slJme distant 
place, as if he had suddenly abandoned his intent ion of 
marrying, in spite of the preparalions that had b~n 

ado for t,he wedding. HiH intended fatbel··in-hnvintel'_ 
cepts the young man OD his way, and pel'slIndf's him to 

• 
• D. 1d.hauty. M.S. 

It 8. P. Rico, Oooa,ionol t"." on Natiy!) Sootb ludiau. Life. 
; Madre-. Qelll1ll Roport . r!!O] . 
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retUrn, promising tn give his daughter HS a ,;, jfe. 'fo 
this the bridegroom consents.· .A. Kamsala (artisan) 
brinegl'OOID, in t he course of the marriage ceremony, 
ties a. pilgrim'!; cloth upon him, places a. brass water-pot 
on his head, holds a tOl'n umbrella in his hand s, and 
3t.arts off from thu booth, saying that he is going on a. 
pilgrimage to Benares, when the br ide's brother runs 
after him, and promises that he will give him his sister 
in marriage. The bridegroom, satisfied with this 

• 
promise, abandons his prt:tended journey, takes otT bis 
pilg"im's clothes, li nd gives them, together with the 
umbrella. to the officiating Hrahman.t According to 
the shastl'flrs. after the Brahmacharya asra mam (bacbelol'­
hood or studentship). ail the twice-borm are expected 
to enter grnlulstha asramam, or married life. Imme~ 

diately on the close of the f:!tudAut sta.ge, they are 
expeoted to travel to Benares, and batbe in the river 
Ganges. The qualifications for a ?l'idegroom are such 
a bath, and a knowledge of t,be Vedas. Solathers who 
have ma.rriageabJe daughters are expected to go in 
aearch of young men who are learned in the Vedas, 
and are snatbakas (men who have bathed in the Ganges). 
Even the mel'e tboup:ht Qr proposal of a pilgrimage to 
Benares is said to be sufficient to obtnin some pli nyam 
(good J\S opposed to sjn). Consequently the mook 
pilgrimage to Benares is resorted to, 

Th. Tiyan (toddy tapping caste) bridegroom of 
Malabar sets out with his relations and friends for the 

• G. Oppett, Madra. Joum. Lib. and Boienoe, 1888. 
t llanuaJ of the Ne111lN1 djltrict, 
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bride's house, accompan ied by two athel' youths dressed 
exa.ctly like himself. Some of bis male rela.tions and 
friends, armed with SWOl'ds and targ~ts. play in front 
of him . 'n16 bridegroom , and two athe l' youths dressed 
alike, sit togotbel', and have ri ce thrown over them in 
common. The L.1li-tyillg cermllony is carr ied out, aDd, 
as the bride and bJ'idegroom, wi th the two grooms­
men, leave the wedd ing pavilion, they are lOet by the 
ma::h chlinan· or unclo's Bon p,'epared to contest wi th them 
for the br ide a.s a pl'ize, he navinl5. according to mal 'umak­
ka tayalt! t ideas, a bt::ttel' claim t,o 1161' t han any ono else. 

I t is on this account that tbli t wo groomsmen I-1,fS dl'cssed 
up Jiktl the groom himself, in order to puzzle the mach­
clllinan as to his identi~y. I]~h c machcllunan's cla ims lu'e 
bought off' with two fauams (a sma.ll sum of money), and 
he in turu pre~t'lJt,., betel-leaf in token of conciliation. 
On reaching the bl'idcgroom's house, the bride aud groum 
must entel' the door placing t heir r ight feet simul~alle­

ously on the door-step, t 
On the 8econd day of a Heggade (Canarese culti­

vator) marriage, a pretence of stealing a jewel from 
the person of the bride is made. 'fha bridegroom ma.kes 
a wa.y with the jewol before dMvD, and , in the evening, 
the bride's party proceeds to the house where the bride­
groom is to be found. Tb owner of the house is told 
that a theft has OCCUlTed in t,he hrid~'8 house, and is 
asked whether the thief baa taken sheltel' in his house . 

• ld.achun .. o = mother' . brother'l, Or rathl!t', ,ilt41r'1 Ion. 
t"'Man.m.akhtiyam: tho low of inberitall(18 tluoll&,h th"IOl.UJala litIe. 
l MaDDal of )1&1abar, 
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A negative 81lSWtlf 18 g Iven, but the bride's party 
conducts B. I'eguiar search. In the meantime a boy has 
been dressed up to represent the bridegroom. The 
seal'chiug party mistake this boy for the bridegroom, 
a.rrest him, a.nd produce bim before t,he audience as 
the culprit. This rlisguised bridegroom, who is pl'o~ 

claimed to ' be the t hief, throws his mask at the bride, 
when it is found to t.he flmusement of all that he is 
not the bridegroom. The bride's party then, confess ing 
t,beir inability to find t.be bridegroom, request the owner 
of the bouse to produce him. lIn is then produced, 
aud conducted in procession to t,he bride's house.*' 

A custom preva.ils among the Kaikolans (weavers) by 
which one woman in each family becomes a prostitute, 
while I'staining her castP.. The girl chosen is taken to 
the temple, whel'e a sword is pla.cod beside her with a. 
tali (marriage badge) nnder it. The tali is "hell tied 
round her neck by any \voma.n present, and she returns 
to her own house, where she is permitted to carryon 
any amours ahe chooses. She receives hel' share of 
the family property, just as if no such ceremony bl\d 
taken place. t 

Among the KaikoJall musicia.ns of Coimbatore, Hot 
least oue girl in every family should be set apart for 
the temple service, and she is instructed in musio and 
dancing. A.t the tiJ.1i.tying ceremony sbe is decorated 
with jewels, and mad. to stand on a heap of paddy 
(un husked rice). A folded cloth is held bofore her by' 
two .Dasis (danoing girls») who also stand on heap,s of 

t MUIl~1N. of \he 8.lem di l trict. 
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paddy. The girl catches bold of' tho ' oJoth, and 4 her 
dancing master, who ie seated behind bel', gl'a·spiog her 
legs. moves them up and BawD in time with the music 
which is plaYL'<l. I n the ~ven iDg she is taken, seated 
astride a. pony, to tb", temple, where -n new clol7b torthe 
idol, the tali, and other articles required for doing pllja 
ha.ve been got ready. 'rhe g irl is seated ' facing the 
idol, and t·he officiating Brahman gives sandal to.nd 
flowers to her , and ties tlie tali, which lUIs been lying at • the feet of the idol , round her nock. The tali consists 
of a golden disc and black bea.ds. Sho continues to 
learn music and dancing. Qnd the ars amori.f. and eventu­
ally goes through "t,he form of a nuptia.l ceremony. The 
relations are invited for an auspicious day, and thtt 
ma.ternal uncle, or his representative, ties a golden band 
on the girl 's forehead, and, carrying her, places her on 
a plank before the a9sembled gnest", A Bra.hman priest 
recites mantl'ams, and propares the sacred fire (hoIDR.m). 
For the actual nuptials a rich BraB man if possible, and, 
if not, a. Brahman of more lowly status is invited. A 
Brahman is called in as he is next in importa.nce to, a.nd 
the representative of the i:1ol. It IS said that, when 
the man who is to receive the first favours 'of a. Ka.ikolan 
Dasi joins her, a sword mllJ:5t be placed, at least for a few 
minutes, by tbe side of tbe girl. - A peculiar method of 
selecting. bride, called siru tali-kallu (tying the small 
tali) is said to be in vogne among some KaikOlans. A 
;man, who wishes to marry his maternal uncle's or paternal 
aunt's daughter, has to tie a. tali, or simply a. bit of cloth 
torn from her clothing, round her neck, and report the 
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fact 10 hi'. parentl! and the headman, If the girl eludes 
him, he canuot ola.im her 1 but, should he succeed, sbe • 
belongs to him, 

As a ,Diisi caD nevel' become a widow, the beads in her 
tali are conwdel'od to bring good luck to women '"' ho 
wear tbem. Some people send the tiili required for a 
marritlge to' a Diisi, who prcl'ares t,he string for it, and 
atta8hes to it black beads from her own tali. 

The Jakkulas are, in the Census report" ] 9ul, returned 
• 

as an inferior class of prostitu tes, mostly of the Balija 
rl'elugu trador) caste. At Tenali, in Lhe Kistlla district, 
it was customary for each Ja'kkula family to give up 
one girl for prostitution. HIle was U married" to any 
chanCb comer for une night with the usual ceremonies, 
U uder the influence of social ,'efol'oo , t.he members of 
the cnste ent.ered iuto a written agreement 1,0 give up 
the practice. A. family went bnck on thi s, so the head 
of the casle prosecuted them and the" husband" for 
disposing of 8 minor for the pnrpod6 of prostitutioll. 

Among a cortain tribfJ of the J aypors hill-tl'actR, it is 
t,he custom, a.t the feast of the green mango, when the 
fruit is about t.hree-quartors grown, for all the .mon of t,be 
"mage to go out, lHlDting. If they como back without flny 
~poil, the women witi not let them iuto the village, out 
pelt them with cow-dung, and fluytlling else which is at 
hand . If t.he hunt has been slIccessfol, a: great remIt is 
hela, wher l'a.t the older meD u-od women get intoxicnted, 
At night all the marriageable young men and maidens go , 
into a lUl'ge house, generally 5itllo.t(>c1 in tlte centre of the 
'village, aud lie together in 1\ crowd. If, as tl~ resull 
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of the orgy, any of tb~ girls becomes pregna.nt, sbe names 
the father of t he child, nnd he bas to marry her . 

The father of a would-be bride among the MalaHUia 
(hill people) of the Yelagi ri hiHs, in the Salem district, 
when he bears of the existence of a. suitable bride, repairs 
to her vil1a2'c with some of bjs relatiQ:Q,s, and seeks out 
the U r-GoLiodan. or headman, batween whom a.nd the 
visitors mutual embraces are exchanged. The object 
of the visit is explained, and the father says. that he 
will i\bide by the U voice of four" in the matter. If 
the match is fi:ted up. he gives a. feast, in honour of the 
E'lvent. When the visitors enter tho futu re bride's house, 
the oldest daugbter- in-ln.w of the house appoars On t,be 
threshold) and takc3 chat'go of t he walking-stick of ea.ch 
person who goes in. She then, with some spooi:111y 
prepare~sanda] paste, makes a circular mark on the 
foreheads of the guests, auu retires. 'rhe fea st tben 
takes place, and, before the pal·ties retire, the daughter. 
in-law again appears, and returns tbe walking-sticks.­
It is said that, even if the number thereof is more 
than fifty, SIlO, like an American lift.boy. who I'Omemb€'fS 

the numool',3 of all thoso staying in a hotel, always 
bands over the stickR to their owners. When a sLra.ngef 
of the caste approacbes a Malaiii.li village, the first man 
who sees him, salu tes bim and relieves him of the bamboo 
atick, which all carry. He then conducts him to his 
house, and places the stick in a corner as a sign. tlta. • 
. tbe visitor shall receive hospitality in tllathou8e aioue.t 

-.~----------------------
t !oluual of 1M ·orih .boot di.trio\. 
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.A. Malaiii.li of the North Areat distriot has to serve 
for a. year in the house of the bri de' in order to receive 
the consent of her parents, in the same way that some 
Paniyans of Mala.bar have to serve for six: months. A 
Kfidir (jungle roa.n of- the Qochiu hills) goes out of hi.s 
own villa.ge, and lives in a.nothor for a whole year, 
during which perioa he makp.s a choice of a wife. At 
the elld of tho JMI' he returns to bis own village. and 
obtains permission from the villagers to effect the cOO P 

templated onion. Then be goes <l.way agai n to the vil ­
Jage of his bride-elect, and gives her a dowry by working 
there fol' another year. He then makes pres6ntl1 of 
cloths and iron tools to the girPs mother, after which 
follows a feast, which completes the ceremony. Among 
the Badagas of the Nilgiris, it is said to be common lor 
one who is in want oflabourers to promise his daughter 
in marriage to the son 01' other relative of ~eighbolJr 
not in circumstances so tionrishing as himself, and, these 
engagements being entered in to, the intended bridE'gl'oom 
sel'ves the futbtlr of his bet rothed as Olle oJ his own 
family t ill the girl comes of age, when the marriage is 
consummated, and he becomes a partner in the general 
proyerty of the fsmily of his father-in .Jaw. · 1 Formerly 
the prospectivo Gnd aba (bunting a.nd agJ'icult~J'al tribe) 
bridegroom in Vizagapatam used to wOJ'k in his ra.ther­
in-law's house lor one year before marriage. but a cash 
paymellt ja ow substituted fol' service.t Now and then 
a Ma1ai.ali 'bride j,r onrried off by force, but this custom 

• n ... lma... O.criptiol'l of .. . i.n.¥IIh.r AborigirW. RIU)(! inhabitiag the 
Neilghctry hill., I_ 

t Madn.. o_-.po~ 1001. 



is ~vieW'eC.l with much di ;favour, and the b~idegl'oom who 
resorts t;Q it must paint his face witb black and white 
dots , and carry- au old basket ti lled wit,h- broken pots 
nnd otner rubbish, homing a tal'll sieve over llim as 
an umbrella before the celebration of the marriage. At 
tb weaaing. the bridegroom gives the girl's fatb er a. 
present of money, and a pile of firewood sufficient for 
the cooking of the two days' feast. On the first day 
the food consists of rice and dhal (OaianuH i tldicUIJ), and 
on tbe second day pork curry is' consumed, At' sunrisd 

• on the third dny t~le bridegroom produces the tali, and 
ties it. A sword is then laid upon the laps or the 
bridal pair, and the Niittau (headman), or an eiderly man 
blesses the tali, and gives it to the bridegroom, who ties 
it round the bride's neck,· Among the .Alina (culti. 
vators) of Ganjam, if a girl cannot find a prope:- match 
before pu6erty, a nom inal marriage, called gaudo bibiiho, 
is performed with a bow in the pla.ce of n husband. The 
Chenchus, who inhabit the jungles of the Nalla.mala.i 
hilh;, stick three 01' fonr arrolVS in a row, or arranged in 
the form of a squnre, between the bridal couple. This 
is done with the object of finding out the RlHlpicious 
hour for throwing rice over thoir heads . Midday, when 
the arrow casts no Shfld ow~ is believed to be the most 
auspicious time. 1'be Yiiutidis, who are allied to t he 
Chenchus, believe that noon is the proper time for tying 
the tali, and, a.s they do not possess bows and arrow!!, 
they use a straight stick for dotermining the proper 
mom,eDt for the ceremony, 
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As soon as a Coorg DOY is born, a little bow made 
of a castOr-oil plant stick. with an arrow "made of a leaf 
stalk of the SB me pl.nt, is put into hi. little hands. He 
is thus, aL taking his first br~th, introduced into the 
world as a future huntsman and wantor.-

I am informed that, among all the Ol'iya cas~s, except 
Brahmans, which follow the rule of infant marriage, 
a girl is married to an arrow, if n suitable lushand has 
not heetJ, found for her before she reaches puberty. '1'l1e 

• actual marriage may take place at any time afterwards. 
A Nayar girl of Travancore must get married with 

the tiili before the age of eleven, to avoid reproach 
from friends and neighbours. In case of need, a sword 
may be made to represent tho bridegroom. t Among 
the Dhobi~ (washermen) of Mysol'f>, pre-pu berty marriage 
is the rule, but puberty is no bar. The gjrl must, how­
ever, be first married to a tree or a sword, before being 
married to the bridegroom.i 

At an Idiga (Telugu toddy-dr.wer) wedding the 
ma.ternal uncle of the bride bathes, and, going to the 
place where kalli (Euphorbia) bushes 81'e growing, 
performs puja to the plant" and cuts a twig with five 
sub.branclles, which is t.aken to t,bo tempJe and wor~ 

shipped . On the wedding day, the brother of the bride is 
fantastica lly dressed, with margosa (Melia A zadirQchta) 
leaves tied to bis t urban, aud carries a bow and arrow. 
This kodangi (buffoon) is conducted in procession to the 

• D. MoegliDg, Ooorg llemoi,.. " 
t 8. 1I.tee1'\ Jou.rD, J,nth. IDlt., XU, )883. 
:t MYION! ~el)"lt Report, 1901. 
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temple by a few mArried women, and made to walk all 
oloths spread in fl'ont of him by the village w3sberma.n, 

On reachillg the temple, he and Lhe WODlen worship a 
vessel placed in a tray along with betelleav8s, plantain 
fruits, and a minor. The boy, while thus worshipping, 
is surrounded by a screen, aud at the conclusion of the 
ceremony, goes three times round the vessel and screen. 
At the close of each I,tl,'olution, three plantains and sweet, 
cakes are stuck on to the fl.rrow which he carries. 

At the pudnmUl'i (pudaya, a woman's cloth'; muri, 
cu tting) form of runninge among the Nayars of Malabal', 
in a room decol'nted and turned into a. bed-room for the 
occasion, are plnced a number of lighted lamps, and 
ashtamangnliam, which consists of eight artides sym bol­
icsl of ruanga1iam or mal'l'iage, These are rice, paddy, 
the tender leaves of tLe cocoauut, an arrow. a, looking­
glass, a well -washed cloth. burning firo. and a small 

round wooden box called cheppu, made in a pa.rticular 
fashion.· A t the Nayar taJi-kettu (tali-tying) ceremony, 
the girl is brought before the run-navilan (bri,degroom), 
covered up like a go,gha. wo,man, and holding an arrow in 

> 
her hand, Basavj warned (dedicated proatit,uf..es) are 
sometimes married to a dligger, sometimtts to an idol. 
In ma.king a female child over to tIle service of the temple. 
ahe is taken, and dedicated for life to some idol. A 
khe.njar or dagger is placed on tbe ground, and the girl 
who is undergoing the ceremony puts 8 garland thereon, 
Her mother then puts rice on the girl's forehead, Tho 
officiating priest wedB tbe girl to tbp da.gger. just as if 

• llepor~ of the lI.alaba.r Maniage Oommillion, lSQ.l. 
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he was uni tiDg her to a young man. by recltmg the 
marJ'io.ge stanzas, a curtain being held between the girl 
and the dagger.· 

Among the Kavarais (Telugu traders), who have 
86tt.1ed in TiulloV'olly, a custom, which is now dying 
out, was the wearing by the bridegroom of a dagger, 
called"'jintadu, at tbe waist . The Vakknligas (cultivators) 
of Mysore use · a katal' or VfLllki (uagger) during the 
lUal'ria~o ceremony. rl~he best man usually carries it in 
his hand. Tho bridegroom's Bister ca.rries a pot of rice, 
into which a -{8ur-anna piece has been dropped. W"hen 
t he bridegroom goes to t,he temple. prior to the tying of 
the tali, he is accompanied by th('se articles. The 
dagg-or, wbi~h has a red cloth tied round the blade, must 
be close to the bridegroom when he comes to the marriage 
booth. On th~ third day, when he goes to his £ather-in~ 
law'R house, the dagger must go with him. and is then 
returned to its owDer. ."Illst befol'e tbe tali is tied, a 
screen is stretched between the bridal couple, over whom 
jaggery (molasses) a.nd cllmmin seeds are thrown. The 

soreen is then removed, nuc:l~bo tali and· silver bracelets 
are placed in the bridegroom athands. The bride places 
her hands beneath bis, and the relations pour milk over 
tho tiili. The ' tilli and bracolets are then placed in the 
bride's ha.nds, a.nd the bridegroom sets his hands beneath 
hers . ~rhe milk-pouring is repeated. The tiili is placed 
on a piece of jaggery, and passed round to be blessed. 
It is thon tied on the bride's neck by the bridegroom . 

. . 
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At B marriage among the Okkiliya:qs (cultivators) of 

CoimbatorE', the bridegroom carries [\ katar (dagger) wit.h 
t\ lime stuck on the point, wrapped up ~n B oloth, whioh 
he keeps by him until the· kankanam (marriage wrist­
thread).is untied.. A.n.Odde (navvy) bridegroom. when 
be proceeds to th~ bride's h'ouae, carries a cw'ved knife 
partly concealed by a cloth. When tbe Wi is ti.a roand 
tba bride's neck. sh'e stoops down ..... and~lie bridegl'Oom 
touches the knot of the tali string thdce witlt the knife, , 
implying thereby that the knot has been so firmly hed 
that even a kuife cannot cut it. Hence their union will 
also be strong. At a Tareya (Oanarese fisherman) 
marriage, the Brahman priest" ies on the h6fLrl of both 
bride. iUld bridegroom an ornament made of gold leaf or 
tinsel, called mrui.dai-kattn. The bridegro m PUtS on the 
sacred thread, and, holding .. katnr in his hand, site in 
the wedding booth with ... cloth ,creen sn,"onnding rum 
0",.11 side,. The tying ofa b""hing~m, made of pith or 
flowers, on the forehead (plate III) durillg ttle marri.ge 
ceremony is a. general . custom a.mong the Talugu a.nd I 
Canarese olasses. 

• 
Oonoerning tbe"-marl'iage Qerernony of t'he 'l'ottiyans 

• • 
or Kambala. (Telngn cnltiv.tors) of Madura 8Jld 
·.~innevelly. I gather tLat it is ca.rried out in two temQo­
rary huts, one for tbe bridegroom, the other for the 
bride. The tali i. tied ronnd the brido'. neck by an 
elderly male or female belonging to tho f.mily. If the 
marriage is contracted with 8 woma.n of a lower 01&88, 
the bridegroom's but is not made use of, and he does 
not personally take part in the ceremony. A dagger 



Plate III. 

Vakkaliga Bride . 
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'" OH 

(katar), or sword is sent to represent him, and tb,e tali 
is tied in the presence thereof. J n a Za.mindiiri suit 
80me years ago, details of which are published in the 
Mad,'''' Law Reports, Vol. XVII, 1894, the Judge found 
that the plaintiff's mother \vas married t o the plaintiff's 
father in the da.gger form ; tha.t· a dagger is used by the 
Saptur Zamindars, (landlords) who are called Kattari 
Kamaya, in the case of inequality in the casto 01' social 
position of the bride j that, though the customary rites 
of the ltambla caste were also performed, yet the use of 
tce dagger was an essentiat .a.dq~tion; and that, tbough ...... -.. 
811e was of a. different an.d itUeh()f' caste to that of the 
plaintift's father, yet that did not invalidate the marriage. 
The defendant's argument was that tIle dagger' was used 
to represent the ZamiDdn.r bridegroom as he did not 
uttend in person, and that, by his uon·attendtt.noe, there 
could have been DO joining of hands or other essential 
for constituting a yalid marriage. The plaintiff argued 
that the nuptial rites were duly performed, the Zamindar 
beiog presoot j that the dagger was there mel'ely a.s 
30 ornament, a.nd tha.t it· was customary for people of 
the Zamindar's caste to have a. daggsl' paraded on the 
occasion of marriages. 'fhe Judge found that thE dagger 
was there for the purpose of indicating that the two 
ladies, whom the Zamindar manied, wel'e of an inferim' 
caste and r8Jlk. 

At a wedding in the Goda sectioD of the Kummos 
('l'elugu euIth-atoriS). ODe or more daggers 81'e placed 
Dear a pipal (.F\'cus religiosa) tre-e, round which a yellow 
cotton thread is wound three or five times. The tree is 
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• 
then worshipped. As no Bubstitute for the sacrifice of a. 
sheep or goat, lime fruit,s are cut. • 

In an account of the initia.tion 'ceremony of the 
Basuvis (dedicated prostitu!;es) of the .Bellary district, 
Mr. F . Fawcett writes as followB.- "A swol'd with n 
lime stuck on its point is placed upright beside the 
novice, and held in her right hand. It represents the 
bridegroom, who, in the corresponding ce·remony of 
the Hindu marriage, sits on the bride's rig}1t. 4- tray, on 
which are a kala.syam (vessel of water) and a lamp, is 
then produced, and moved thrice in front of the gil'l from 
right to left. She r ises, and, cBl'rying the sword in her 
right hand, places it in t ho god's sanctuary . Among the 
dancing girls very similar ceromonies are peIformed. 
With them t hE:! girl's spouse is represented by a, dl'um 
instead of a sWOI·d, and sbe bow9 to it. Her insignia 
consist of a drum and hells,J' Concerning the ceremony 
of dedication of a girl as n. Basavi , Mr. F. Fawee§t 
writes further :t II A Hi.li , on which is depicted the.namam 
of Vishnu, fastened to a neckl&ce of black beads, is tie4 
round her neck. She is given, by way of inr;iguia, 1\ cane 

• a8 a wand carried in the right hand, and n. gophlam or 
begging basket, which is slung on the left arID." She 
is then brunded with the emblems of th e obank sheH 
(Tur bi1Wlla rapa) and oh.kr. (discaa). 

In another account of the marriage ceremonya.mong 
dancing girl~, it is stated that the Bhogams 01' danoing 
girls, who aoo without exception prostitutes, though 

• JOIlm. Anth. Boo., Bomb" 1801. ,t IbWl. 
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they are not allowed to marry, go through a marriage 
.ceremony, which is rathor a costly Doe. Somet,imes a. 
wefllthy native beats the expense, makes large presents 
to tho bdde,. 8.-,!d r eCt'iv3S bel' first favours. Where DO 

s uch opportuQity presents itself, a sWDrd gr oihol' IVeapon 
represents tho bridegl'oom, and an imaginary nuptial 
ceremony 1S pt' rforrnod. Shaulll the Bhogam woman have 
no daughter, she invllrin,bly adopts one, usually paying a 
price f<v' her, the Knikolan (weaver ) caste being the 
ordinary one from which to take a child.- r:J.'h e custom 
of sending a sword to represent an unavoidably absent 
bridegl'oom at a wedding is not uncommon among tho 
Talugu Rlizus and Velamas. t The Rii,zus at th(>ir 
WedUlllgS worship n sword, which is a ceren~ony usually 
denoting1l. soldier caste. They slty they are Ksbatriyas, 
and at, nULfI'iages m~e a Wl"ist stl' jug made of cot.tou and 
wool, the combina.tion peculia l' to Kshatriyas , to tie tho 
wrists of the happy coupl e. ~ 

Sudra girls in Ganjam can , if a marriage has not 
been ar ranged in t ime, be married to t he sun; a.,nd, if 
this ceremony is performed, they are eligible f61" marriage • with a. man, notwithstanding tltnt they have arrived at 
woma.nhood.§ 

The M&1'tl.van Zamindars of 'finneve11y celebrato 
marriage by means of a stick., which is sent by the bride­
groom, and set uF iJl the marriage booth in his place . 

• 

• Manual of the lll"orth Afoot. di.trio~ 
l' n, G. P'rend"rg.,~ lDd. Ant. , XX, 1891, 
t Madra, Cenl Ul Report. 1901, 
S Maftnal ", the ailljam diet.rict . 

6 
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The tali is tied by some one l'tlpresenting tbe bridegroom. 
and the mal'ringe then becomes complete.-

On the first day of a. marriage among the Palayak. 
kamns (Telugu cultivators) , the bridegroom worsLips a 
jammi (Prosop1'S spicigel'u) twig by offel'ing milk, g hr, 
and incense to it, :md ties it to the ceutl'al post of tbe 
marr iage booth. On the morning of the seco!!d day. the 
married couple go in procession to a wbite·nnt {Termites} 
hili ontside tbe village, pour milk and ghI over it, Ilnd 
carry borne five bashts of earth [J'OIU it, Tlie b"ide· 
groom mixes the earth with wate l', and places :l lump of 
it at each of the twelve posts of the booth. On the third 
dey be goes , accompauieJ by some of his rell1,tions, to a 
plot of g)'ound outside the yillage, laking with him two 
bullocks, tt plough, two yokes. and nine kinds of grain , 
H e yok('s the bullock s to tbe plough, turns up a small 
spRce of ground, and sows the gl'ain.t At r\ wedding 
Bmong the jungle Irulas, it is nccessat'), that tho two front 
posts of tbe mCl.I'riage booth should have twel ve twigl:J of 
tb. pala (milk) I,,,. tied to them. The happy pair bavu 
t.o fotch a. basketful of earth from au aut.hill, and place 
it beneath the palo. twi~~. The binding part of the 
ceremony is said to consist in the woman smoking the 
bridegl'oom's el1e l'oot, 01' eating out of the same dish with 
him. tAll C!lS WS erect certain posts, ca lled pala.kamham 
(milk posts ) or pala mar8.m (milk 1ree), for the marriRge 
booth. Some sect,ions of Sudras sot up posts made of 

branch •• of tho piila tr .. (M-i''''$,IP' hezo.lI!lm), but Ih • 
. 

• ;~.(I"" CeD.tIl' lLeport, 1891. t MtnUlI.l of the North ""OO~ d il lriot, 
:: Madrq Cttn'iII It.port, 1001. • 
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tree commonly used is the pipal (Pieus reUgiosa), On 
the occasion of a m~ll'riage among the Oddes (navvies) 
of Coirnbatore, three female relations of the bridAgl'oom 
proceed to a whitc~ant hill, and, after worshipping il 
by bl'ellk-ing cocoanuts and burning camphor, fill their 
baskets ,vitb earth from the hiU. and carry them to the 
marriage bood!. They then bring from the potter"s 
house three decorated pots and an earthen tray, and place 
tbem in .the booth. Jl bit of tw'meric with betel leaves 
is tied to 6l'lCh pot, nlld they arc fWed with water , In 
front of the boot.h :l small platform is made with the ant. 
earth mixed with IVntel'. A wild sugar-cane, twig of FielLS 
religiosa, and cf t.he milk-hedge (Euphorbia 'J1irllcalU) 
are tied togcthl:'r, ann planted in the centre of the plat­
form. '1'he bridegroom among ~ho huuting Boyas of 
fibs Deccan districts has to collect some earth from an 
anthill, in which seeds arc then flOWD, and he carries a 
da.gger. - A Lllmbiidi bri.de and bridegroom pour milk 
do\\'n an o.nt..hill, where a snake is said to live, and after 
it cocoanuts, Bowers, etc.t 

Of marriage among tho Arayans (fishing caste) of 
'rra.vancore the Bev, .A, W. Pbinter writes as follows. t 
.j A curiollS ceremon'y prevllil;, copied, I helieve, from 
the custom of Nairs and Chogans, though differing 
in sevel'al pal,ticu)ars, .As soon as the woman attains 
maturity, relatives and friends are summoned to a feast . 

• ldlldral Cenlnl neport 1901. 
t lIYlIQre Ofluaul RoPOl'l, ItlQl. The Lambildi • • Sugili', or Bpji,';' "'fI 

OftlUl'l\(mly do,crlbod .. gi~u, Somo ILI"9 nomad, wbile othor1l ha'ff .o.ttled 
dOwD " agri(lDI~nl'i.t', 

t JoUI'ZI.. Anth. Soc., BOlUb" 1800, 
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The poo8hiiri (priest) having fixed the propit:.iolls hour, 
Lhe girl is bronght iu , nnd lUA.de to stand on a plank of 
jack. wood (.A1'locwrp!tS inleu,.ij'oltia), a tree considol'cd 
sacred by the A l'fl.y ans. rl'be fathor's sistoI' then ties 
tho ta.li rOllnd her neck. A. feast, is thon partaken of, 
and tho Ml'CmOI1Y is Clonsiderec1 i ~omplete." 

A curious mock marriage cer~molly is culebl'at.ed 
among Brahmans when an lodi vidual marries a thi rd 
wife. It is believed that a third mart'iage is very ina.us· 
picion8, and that the bl'luc will become a widow. To 
prevent this misha p, the Ulan is marle to marry the adm 
plant (C{dofl'/lpis gi[!an!ea,). aud the I'cal marriage thus 
bl:lcomes 1,1 10 tu urLh. If this curullJOny is can'jed 011 ilJ 
orthodox fashion, it is generfll1y celobratod on some 
Sunday 0 1' Monda.y, when the constella.tion Astharu is 
visible. Thtl bridegroom and a. Brahman priest, acootll­
panied by a. thi rd Brfihma.n, l'cpair to a spot where 
the .Irka. plant (a very common weed) is growing. The 
plant is decorated with a cloth aud piece of string, anti 
symboliso{i by the priest into the sun, '['he bridegroom 
then invokes it thus: u Oh I master of three IOks, Oh ! the 
seven-horsed, Oll! B,a\'i, a.vert the evils of tho third 
marriage," Next the plant is addressed with t he words 
It You are the oldest of the plants of this world. Drahma. 
created you to save such of us as have- to marry a. third 
time, So please become my wife." The. Brfl.hman who 
accompanies the bridegroom becomes his father-in-law 
for the moment, and say!o\ to him " I give you in marriage 
Aditya's great ~ra.nddaughteJ', Savi's granddaughter, a.nd 
my daughter A.rk.a.kanya." All the ceremonies, such 
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as making homam (suCl'~d fire ), tali-tying, e tc., are 
performed as at a r egular marrjage, and, after the 
recit,atioD of a few s(.mtonces from the Vedas, the plant 
is cut down. I' The plant/ I ~rr . A. SriniV6.8aU writos,­
"is (lamed arks. after the sun. 'Yhon the C(U' of the sun 
turns towards the north, every H ind u applies the leaves 
of this plaut to his head bofore he bathes, in honour of 
the event. The plant is, besides, believed to be a willing 
scapegoat to otbers' ills. Oil and ghi u.ppliod to tlle head 
of the victim of persistent illness has only to be trans­
ferred to this plant, when it wit.hers and saves the roan, 
even as Baber is said to have saved his son. The poet 
Kalidfisa describes sweet Sakl1ntn/a, born of a shaggy 
dweller of the forest, as a garland of jasmino thrown on 
an arka plEi nt. ' Mny the ark a grow luxuriant in your 
house' is the commones;t form of curse. • Be thou 
belaboured with arka leaves' is fllmilinr in the mouths of 
reprim3nding mothers. Adulte l'crs wero, half a century 
ago, sented on an ass, faco towfU'ds tbe t,(lil. and marched 
throug.b the village. The public disgrace was onllanced 
by placing a garland of the despised arks. leaves on their 
head. A r.1'elugu proverb asks in triumph' Does the bee 
ever seek the arka flower'? The r eaSODS for the ill· 
repute that this plant suF.'i'lrs from are not at. all clear . 
The fact t.hat it has a partiality fo r wastes ha.s evident.ly 
brought on its devot.ed head the dismal associations of 
desolation , but tbera would seem to be more deep-seated 
hatred to the plant than has been 8:1'plained." A Tamil 
proverb has it that "he earns merit who cruf:lhes the .bud . 

• M .. dru Chri, I.i&D CoUq'e "lfarhil!.e, llllrCh 1008. 
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of tho arka." Some 'l'e]ugu and Kanal'ose Briihmans, 
who follow t,ho YojUJ' Veda. 0 1' Hig Veda., considor the 
urka. plant as sacred, and use the leaves thereof during 
tlto nanthi (ancostor invoking) ceremony: which is per­
formed as one of tho marriage rites, Two or t,hree arka 
loavos, with OOlol10av05 nnd nut s, a ro tied to the cloth. 
which is at,tachod to a st,ick as reprosenting the ancestors 
(pit.hrus), ' Vith sarno t.he arka 100." 08 are re placed by 
lea.ves o( POliyanda gla.hl'a. lh·fi.hmalls who (opow t he 
Sarna Veda, during tho annual upaka.nna,m ceromony,­
mako use of arka leaves and flowers in worshipping the 
rishis and pithl'us, On tllf~ 11}Jakal'mam day the Siima 
Vedis invoke thei r sixty-t,wo I'ishis and t.he last throe 
ancestoI'!5, who am I'I'lJ!'oseok·t1 by sixtiy_fivtl cllt)' balls 
placed on atOka loaves. '1'0 thom nro oB'oroct arka flowers, 

fruits of kUI'n.i.cho<li (Canthium pan;I:ffm'Um) and uaval 
(Eltfjt llia Jnmb(,[{/}/o). In a.c1ilit iou to t,his worship, t hey 
perform t.iw rishi and pith!'1l f.h:lrpanam by offering 
water, gingelly (Scsamu1n illrlicv.m) seeds, and rice, ~rhe 

celebrant, prior to dipping his htlnd into the water, places 
in Ilis bands. two at·ka 100"03, gingeUy Imd rice, The 
juice of t,he arka pbnt is a fa\'oorite :1gent ill the handa 
o( suicides. Among tho Tangalan ParaiyaDs, if a. young 
man dies before l1e is married, a ceremony coiled kSlllni ­
kazhiththal (removing bacbelorhoorl) is performed, 
Before 1,ho corp:>e is laid on the bier , n garland of arks 
flowers is pl aced ronnd its neck, a.nd balls of mud from 

• Upilokarm&m (bringiOIl tho Veda. near) il a rllligiOUI ri te obeerTed by 
ll ia.dui 00 1.1,10 ruU·moon dAy in the month of- 8r&"anam. On thil day aU 
BtahtlUloOhiri, oommODOO the ItDd1 of the Vedal, 



M,JRlU.d.GB OU8'IONS 47 

a gutter are laid on tha head, knees, and other parts of 
the body. In some pla.ces a variant, of the coremony 
consists in the el'ectioll of a !DilUic mal'l'iage booth, which 
is covel'ed with leaves of ilie ar'ka. plaut., flowers ot 
which are also placed rO ll nd the neck a:s a garland. 

At a form of mo.rriage called rambha or kathali 
(plantain t ree) marriage, the CalotrupiJJ lJlant is replaced 
by a plantain tree (M1Isa) . I t is pUl'fol'mf:d by those who 
ha ppen Lo be eldest brothers, and who are incapo,ble of 
getting 'married. so as to gi \'0 !l chauce tv younger 
brothers, \dlO al'O not allowea to mo ny unl09s tJle elder 
brothel' 0 1' brothers nre al ready married, 

Wi th the BillfLvR9, 01' toddy-tll-pre">! of ~ou t h Canotfl.) 
sl)xuai licence within the caste before matrimollY is 
tolerated, but a woman who indulgos in it is mal'l'ied 
with a diffol'ont cO l'emony from that lklJ'fOJ'med by virgi us, 
She is first mal'l'ied to a plantaiu t l'oe, and th tlu the 
joining hands ceremony takes place, but ponring of water 
is omitted.· By t,be Chakkiliyans or fr elugu leathel'. 
wOI'kers, the a.val'am or tangedu (Cassia a'U1''IClda/;, ) tree, 
the bark of which is wido1y used as a tannllig agent. is 
held in much voneration. nnd the tiili is tied to a bra.nch 
of it (l.3 a. preliminary to Illarriage.t I t is a curious fact 
that, in the Madura district. while the Chakkiliyan meo 
belong to t,he right-hand faction, tho women belong to, 
ond are most energetic supporte rs of the left, It. is 
even said that, during the entil'e period of a faction riot, 
the women keep aloof from their husbands, and deny 

• Mauual of the SDUth C~"' diM,riot.. 
t XINI.* of the North A.roo~ diltric~. 

" 
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them their marital rights.· 'rho origin of the division 
of tbo Hindu castes of Southel'll India. into right hand 
(valankai) and I.ft hand (idankai) is lo~ in obscurity. 
"The fact of suoh a distinction," Surgeon-MiljOl' 
W. R. Cornish writes , " has f"l:lqu6ntly intruded itself 
unpleasantly upou the attention cA Government, and, in 
ma.uy feuds betweeD t.he rival 'hands,' the peace h88 
only been restored by calling out the trpops. Whatever 
the origin of the dispute, it. seems certain t,hat t,he castes 
of the right hand fra tornity claim certain privileges, 
which they jealollsly deny Lo those of the left hand. 
The right hand castes, for instance, claim tbtl preroga­
tive of l'idin~ on hor'sehack in J)I'oceSSiOl)fl. and of 
appearing with sta.ndards bearing certain devices, and 
of erecting twelvo pillars to suswin theil' marriage 
booths, while tllA left hand cnstes may not ba"(l more 
than (~leveo pillars, nor use tlle sta.ndards and ensigns 
belonging to tho right baud fratcl'o ity.t 

At a wadding among the CberumaDs (agricultural 
seds) of Malabar, when tho wadding party sets out, 
they form a large gang of people, and at intervals the 
men set to at stick play, the women singing in chorus to 
encourage them" Let us see-let us see-the stick play 
(padit.Uu) Oh t Chel·umar." At th.ir weddings men 
and women mingle indiscriminately in dancing. On 
the arrival of the bride at the bridegroom's hut, she is 
expected to weep loudly and deplore her. fate; and. on 
enti?ring. she mus t tread on a pestle placed acr09S the 

• )11lI11l1l of the M&d~ distriot. 
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th ... hold.' When a GUdaIa (Telugu basket-maker) 
widow is married, the tali is put Oll Doar a mortar.t At t he 
marriage of a~ Malai VellfiJa (bill culti vaLor) girl of the 
Coimbatol"e district, she ha.'J to cry during the whole 
ceremony, which "lasts tlu'oo days. Ot.herwise she is 
considered au I< ill wamaH.." When she can no longel' 
produce genuine tears, she must proceed to bawl out. J'f 
she does not do this, the brid(:)groom will not marry her. 
Two curious points in cOlluectioll with the marriage 
ceremony of the Lambadis may 00 noticed. The women 
are said to weep and cry aloud at their weddings, wbich 
may be a relic; of marriage by capture, nn(l t he bride 
and bridegroom are statod to pour miJ k down some 
Anako's holo, and offor Lo the snake cocoanut.s, flowel·s. 
aud so on. Brflhma.n.'J are sometimes engaged to cale. 
brate weddings, and. failing a Bd"hmall, a yonth of the 
tribe will put on the marriage thread, and pttrform the 
ceremony.: 

Of substitutional child-ru81'J'iage many eX(l,mv1es are 
forthcoming. The custom, which illustrates the Bindu 
love of on-spring, prevails, foroxample,amollgtho l ialaiiilis 
(hill cultivators) ohhe Salem district. " The sons, wlic lt 
mere children, aT'e married to mature femalest and the 
fatber-in-la.-w of tbe brid.e assumes tbe p81'fornfatlCft of 
tho prooreativo function, t,hus assuring fOl' himself and 
his son a descendant to take them out of Put. When the 
putative father comes of age, and in their turn his wife's 
male offspring a.re married, he performs for them the sanle 

• lUnua.! of Malabar, t :llIadr .. Cenena &port, 1001, 
l JWd. 
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office which his father did for him. Thus not only is the 
religions idea involved in the words P utm aJ?d Kumaran 
(both moaning son)* carried out, but also the premature 
strain on the generati\' e facul ties, which th is t radition 
entail s, is avoided. The accommodation is recipl'ocal, and 
there issomethi ng on physiological grounds to recommend 
it," t Writing to me l'ecently concerning this custom 
among the MoJaiiilis, a 1111tivc says that .• the custom 
of linking a. boy in marriage to a mature female, though 
still existing, bas, with tho advnnce of the times, undf;'r­
gone a slight yet dectlut change. 'fue father-ill -law of 
the bride has rolieved him self of t he a.wkward predica­
maut iuto which the mamul (cu!:Il,om) drove Jlim, and now 
leaves the performance of the procrentive function to 
others accepted by the bl'ide, II The Malaiiilis claim to 
be Vellalas who emigrated to the hills from the city of 
'KfLllchipuram (Conje\'el'am) ; nnd, like them, n sec t.ion 
ofVelHilfis in the COil l!batOl'6 district is said to h ave ll ad 
the custom of the father of a family living in inces tuous 
intercour!;6 with his own daughter-in-Iuw (luring the 
period tbat his SOil, the youth fIJI husband, was in nor.­
age. + The Kauarese provOI'b H stea.liug cotton ' is no 
Utefi.; 10 go wit.h a motbo r-in-I nw is no s in" would seem 
to indicate the practice of cohabitation with n wife' s 
mothel'. but any knowledge of slich a custOJa is firmly 
denied. The Katnmas (T t'lugu cntivators) t ie a. bunc.h of 

.. Plllra meanll 011(1 who '~"t'tI from Jiut." hllll i nto ""hioh tho.1l ,yho Iiave 
lIot produood I lOll hU. Kumiirnn ;1 the .eoond ttsge t bolirfl of 1m inw1'idua1, 
wbicb. il di1'ided ' lito iu{nDcy, childhood, 1II1111hood aDd cld ag ... 

t Manual of the ~a\em distriet. 
t J, Shortt. Tribe. or the NellperrJe., 18U8. 
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dhiil (O(lj ,tnus iwUcus) leaves to tbe uOI'Lh-t:ast post of the 
mal'riage booth, to commemorate the escape of a party of 
Kammas who concealed themselves in a field of dbiil. 
Consummation does not take pIa.ce tjJl three monilia 
after the maniage ceremonies, as it is cOllsidert'ld 
uulncky to have three heads in a householJ within a 
year of marriage. By tho delay, the birth of u. child 
ilhould take place only in the second year, so that, during 
the first, year, there will be only two heads, husba.nd 
and wife. In like manner, it is noted by Mr. Francis 
that among th" Gangimakkulu and MAlas, as among the 
Madigas, the marriage is not consumwatod for three 
months after its celebration.-

AUJong the Kammas of t.ho Tamil country, the bride­
groom is somet imes much you nger than the bride, and 
a case is on record of a wife of twenty-two years of age, 
who used to cany her boy-husband 011 her hip, as a 
motber cat'l'ies hcl' child. A parallel is to be found in 
Russia, where, Dot very long ago grown.up women Were 
to be seen carrying about boys of six, to whom they had 
been betl'otbed.t Among the western Kunnuvans of tbe 
Madura hills, when an estate is likely to descend to a 
fema.le in defa.ult of malt; issue, she is forbidden to marry 
an adult, but goes through the cereruony of mnrriage 
with some young male child, or a portion of her father's 
dwelling house, on the understanding that sbe sha.H be 
a.t liLerty to aIDuse }Isrself with any man of her caste, to 
whom she may take a fancy. And her issue, so begotten, 

• 1111\1111.&1 of t.h'l BcUaty dilb-iClt.. 
1 Uut.ebiDiOll, 'Marri .. ge Ou.towa in Many LaUdl, 1897. 
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inherits Lho pl'operty, which is thus retained in the 
woman's family. Numerous disputes originate iu this 
singular custom, and l\:[adura mag istrates have some· 
t,imes beeD pllzzl~d. not a little by ovidence to show that 
r\ child of thl'cU 01' foul' years was the sou Ol' daughter of a 
child of ten or twelve,- At tho marriage of Kongas, 
(Tnmil cultivators) barbers officiate ns the priests, and 
tile tali is t,jed I'ound the neck of the bride, not by the 
bridegroom, blli, by a person known as the al'umaikkiiran, 
wbo is assistod by the ba.rhe:-. Marriage with a maternal 
uDcle's da.ughkli' is looked IIpon as the most deflirable 
union , and this fl'oquent.1.v results in a. boy of seven or 
eigh t boi ng marl'jed t,D a. gid twice Lis age, I\' ho lives 
with her fat,her-in-la l'l until hel' husband grows up. 
This Cl1stom is said to be dying out.f Among the 
l'ott,iyans (,r elugu cul~ivat,ors) the custom of marrying 
boys to Limit' paL~l'nnl aunt's or maternal unclo's daughter, 
hOlVever old she may be, obtains, and, in such cases, the 
bridegroom's fa-theria said to tflke upou himself the duty 
of begetti ng children to his OWn son.: In like manner, 
among the Kappiliyans (Cnnare~e- speaking fo·rmers) the 
right of u. luall to marry his sister's or aunt's daughter is 
so stro11g that it frequtmtly happens that swall boys are 
IDauied to ad alL wowen, and, in- such cases, morality 
is n8t~lJ.r lax.. Ohildren of such iI1~matched unions 
inbj.wit t~ t! i5ro~ty of th nominal father. even though 
he was quit<:, a child...at the time of their birth.§ Among 
the Reddis • (Telugu cultivator,) who have ,ettled in 

-: MlUlut or the M&<lu.ra di.triot. 
l ltl.a..... CWl.U, Rilpor t., 1901. 

t lJ6dra. Oon"' }teporl, 1891. 
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Tinnevelly. a young woman of 61xteen or twenty years of 
age, is fl-equent.ly married to a boy of five or six years l 

or even of n more t ender age. After marriage she lives 
with some ot.her man, a near relative on t.he maternal 
side. frequently an unclel and sometimes with bel' bOya 
husband's o\,'n fathel'. The progeny so begotten are 
a.ffiliated on the boy .. husband . When he comes of age 
be finda his wife au old woman. and pOl'haps past cllild. 
bearing. So he, in his tUrtJ. contracts a liaisnn with 
some other boy's wife, and procreates children for him.­
Kbond boys of ten 01' twelve years of age are said to be 
married to gil'ls of fifteen or sixteen. The wife lives 
with her boy-hushand in his father's house, occupying 
the same couch. When her husband grows up, he gets 
a hou~e of his own, lml el:ls he is the youngest Son. t 
Marriage among the KaHans is said 1.0 dep~nd entirely 
upon consanguinity. The most proper alliance is Oll€) 

between a man :lod the dn.ughter of his father's sister; 
and. if an individual ha.s such ;1. cousin, he must marry 
ber l whatever uisparity there may be between their re­
spective ages. A boy, for example, of fifteen must marry 
such a. cousin. eV"eu if she be thirty or forty years old, if 
her fa.ther insists upon his so doing. Failing a cousin 
of this sort. he must marry his aunt or his niece, or SQDl"9 

near relative. If his father's brother h.aa ~~Ug\ter, 
and insists upon his marrying bel', no CD:ollot "refuse-: 
and this whatever may be the woman'8 'nge. + Among 
the V allambans (Tamil cultiVAtors), the maternal uncle's 

• Shol'\t. Cp. til. t Maophel'llOn. Op. ci •. 
.t MuuotJ. of t bClll.dlll'. di8!.riot. 
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or paterHal aunt's daughter is said· to be claimed as 
a matte i' of right by a boy, so that a la.d of ton may be 
wp.ddod to :l. Dlatu l'S worna,n of twenty or twenty-five 
yeal's, if &Le happons to be unmarried and wit.llOut issue. 
Ally elderly male WCUJUC I' of the boy's family-his elder 
hrother, uDcle, or 8von his father-will have inteJ'course 
with bel', aud begot children, which tho boy, when he 
comes of age, will accept as his own, and legitimatisl}, 
ODe of tlie customs of ~he Komatis (1'f'lugu traders) is 
that whid] randel's it the duty of a man to marry his 
unele'e da.ughter, hOWe\'6t' sickly or deformed she may be. 
This cu~tom is koown as menal'ikaUl, and is fo!lowed by 
a numher of Dravidia.n castes, but it is J:lerhaps more 
str ictly ohs~l'ved by tbo Komatis than by others. t 
SOUlt! Komatis have, in recenftillles. given up this custom, 
and, as t ho cowmon folk among them put it. have-­
s llffered by the loss of tlleir sons·ir..law alid other mishalls. 
Kanya.kapuranalD, t he sacred book of the Komatis, is a. 
Ja.s£iug monument of t ho rigidity with which menarikam 
was main tained in ancient days.- The custom bas 
apparently been copind by the Desa'sta Driihmans of 
Southern India, in whom it WOUld, but for modern 
enlightenment, have almost been crystanised into law. 
The Ayyar Brahmans have adopted it in order to keep 
the family property intact within it. t 

A. Nattamiin (Tamil oultivatol') man has a right to 
marry tlle daughter of his father's sister. and, if Rho is 
given to another man, the iather's sister has to return 

.. . 
• >taDna} of the M&dnn. di,triot. t O. Ih.ya..aa.n. &0, )(S. 
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