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to her father or brother the dowry. which she received 
at the time of her marriage. and this is given to the man 
who had tbe claim OpOD the gil·1.-

Among the Goundans (cu1tivators) of Coimbatore. a 
boy. of seven or eighL is occasionn.lly married to a mn-tor­
nal uncle's or pfl.ternn.1 aunt's daughter of sixteen or 
eighteen. In this case it is said tbat the boy's fatber is 
the de fact.o husba.nd. But this barbarous and objection­
able custom is more honoured in the breach than in the 
observn.uce. and is hardly pracLised, though it is alleged 
tha.t it can be enforced by appeal to the community, and 
tha.t,.upon n.ny objection, the hoy' s mot.hel' is entitled (to 
threaten) to (lrown herself in a well, 0 1' (as is Dot uufre­
quently the ease). she will incite her friends to tie a t,nli on 
the girl by fra.ud or force. The matArnal uncle's daughter 
is absolutely the correct relationship fol' a wi((:l. It is the 
bride's matol'D1l1 uncle who carl'ies her to the uattu-kal 
(place w.here grnin seedlings are raised) at the village 
boundary, and this is the equivaJent to n publication of the 
banns.t A P&'l'aiyan-bride, at Ccimbatoro, ~ carried in tll C 

'firms of her maternal uiiclcthl'ice I'ound the weadrng booth. 
At the Barno pla.cc. &flct' the tal i has been tied rouDd 
t.be Oade (navty') bride's DOCK. her maternal uncle ties 
a. fOllr-annB.' piece in hel' clotli, and carries her ip his 
fU' ms to the mnrring9 booth. 1'ho loolyau (Tnmi l shop­
her4-) bridegroom makes a present of four annas and 
betel to Elach of tho bride's mat-ern'al u.ncles· SODS , who 
hav6 n natur?l right to marry her. Tho ... acC8})tnnce of 

• liIadrM Ooaen Boport, 1:)0!. t Matlualof the CoiD1t.torll wlri.tict • 
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the presents indicates their consent to the marr i&ge. 
One of tha bride's maternal uncles cnrries her in JUs 
arms to the marriage booth, while another uncle carries 
a lighted torch on n mortar. The light is placed in 
front of the contrn<.:ting couple, who are seated side 
by side. 1.'he bride and bridegroom' ~ wrists are tied 
together by the maternal uncles' son,s. When they retire 
to the bride's houso, she is carried in the arms of the 
elder brother of the bridegroom. They afe stopped by 
the maternal uncles' BOHS, who may beat the ulan whois 
carrying the bride. But, on payment by the bridegroom 
of four aonas to each : ei-h~ cousins, he and his bride . . 
are permitted td enter the house. Among the Yarn­
kalaa (a. nomad tribe 'in the T elugu country) polyga.my is 
practised, and t,ile number of wives is only limited by 
the meaus of the husband. Mal'fiage of rela.tions within 
the degree of firs t:. consins is not allowed. The 1'u]e 

is relaxed ,vit h respect to a mlln marrying the daughter 
of his father's sister, which is not only a.llowed, bat a. 
custom preva.ils ~at tlLO two first da.ughters of a fa.mily 
mBy be cla.imed by the maternal uncle a.s wives for his 
sons.- "Tho value of a wife"," Dr . ..8bortt writes,t "is 
fixed at twenty pagodas. 'fbe ma.ternal Wlcle's I'ight 
to the first two daughters is valued at eight out of twenty 
pagodas, and is carried out. thus ~ 1£ he urges his 
preferential claim, and marries his own sons to his nieces, 
he pays for each only twelve pagodas j and, similarly, 
if he, from not having sons or any other cause, foregoes 
hi~ claim, he receives eight pagodas out of the twenty 

• liaDl16l of the Hellote diatriot. t Tr.u. Eth. S60. N.S., vn. 
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. 
paid to the girl's par'ents by anybody else who may marry 
them." In the formal marriage ceremony among the 
jungle Rbolagas of Coimnatore, tbe tali is tied by the 
brid,egroom inside a booth. The maternal uncle, if he can 
afford it, presents H. new cloth to the bride, and a fenst 
is beld. Sometimes ev; n this !limple rite is dispensed 
with, and the couple, withol1t, any fOl'mn,lity.live together 
as man a.nd wife 0 0. the understanding that, at some 
time, a £east must be given to 8. few of the commu nity. 

At a Sem badavaill (Tamil fishermen ) wedding small 
gold and silver pht.es, called pattam, are t,ied to the 
foreheads of the bride and bl'idegroom, Of these, th.e 
most conspicuous a\'o those tied by the maternal uncles, 
which have for the bridegroom a V~shape like a 
namam, and fort he bride the sbu-po of a pIpal (li'ieus 
r eligi lJfm) leaf. 

On the wedding day among the Madigas (Teluga 
Pariabs) the bridegl'oom's pal'ty bring betel nuts, limes, 
a golden head. a bontbu (unbleached cotton thread), rice, 
and turmeric paste. The maternal uncle of the bride 
gives fiv~ betel leaves and nuta to the Pedda Jdadiga 
(head-man), and putting the bonthu round the bride's 
neck, ties the golden bead t.hereon. At 8. wedding a.mong 
the Jogi . (Telugu mendic.uts) the kankanam (wri.t 
threads), which are made of human hair, are tied by 
the maternal uncles to the wrists of tho bli.de aDd 
bridegroom. 

Among many of I;ho classes which inhabit the plaint 
of. Ganjam, the younger brother has Ifclaim \o.mal'ty··the 
widow of aD elder br-other. • 

8 
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The Pnlluvans (astt'ologers and medicine men) of 
UaIabal', it is said, peI'mit marriage betweon even b,'othm' 
and sister. 'Vhatcvcl' tbe tl'uth may be, it is probable 
that something of Lhe kind wa.s once Lhe case, for, wIlen 
a man is sllspected of incest, they say H He is like the 
Pulluvl'I.Ds." • 

A quaiut cnstom a mong tbo La.mbftdis of Mysore is 
that the officiating Brii.bmanpl·jcst is the only male 
",ho is permitted to be present. J mmAdiately alter the 
betrothal, the females Sllt'l'OUlld :1Dd pinch him on 
all sides, and tl'y to strip h.im stark naked, repeat. 
ing all the time songs in tlwir mi'xed Kutui dia1ect. 
The vicariolls punishment, to Wllicb the sulitary male 
Brallman is thus subjceted, is said to be apt ret ribution 
for tho cl'uel COUUllct of a Brlthmau partHlt, WllO j in an 
age gone-by, hea rtlessly abaudoned his two daughters in 
the jlluglr , as they bad attained puberty before mal'l'iage. 
The pinchiug episode is a painful ,·oality. It is said, 
ho\vovol', t1.mt t he Brahman "illingly undergoes tr,c 
operation in consideration of the fee paid.t An equally 
mauvais quart d'heul'e is passed by a BI·ahma.n n.t a 
wedding ~mQDg the Lingayats (Kannadiyans) of Chiugle­
put. On t he taJi-tyiug dny a Bril.hrnan (gjjoerally a 
Sn.iviW)..is forma-Uy invited to attend, and pretends that 

~ 

ho is unable to do so. Bu~ he is).. wi t h mook gravi ty, 
prossed bard to oorne j and, after repented g uarantees of 
good faith, he finally consents with great re luctance and 
misglvlOgS. On his arrLval a.f the mn.niage booth, the 
he~ruaD of the f;tmily ~n \'.~i'!lt the marriago is taking 

• • 
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place seizes him roughly by the head, anel ties fi ve cocoa· 
nuts as t ightly as possible to his kudumi, or buoch of 
hair at the back of his head, amid the land, though not 
real protestations of tho victim. Those prosent, with aU 
serjousll98s, pacify him, and he is cheered 'by the sight of 
five rupees, which are prc!::Icnted to him togl;!ther with a 
pair of new clo t.h::;, and pan-supiiri. l\fO(lllWbile the young 
folk havo betlll making SP0l't of him by throwing at bis 
new and pld cloths big empty bl'inja] (Solanum Mclo1tgena) 
fruits filled with t,urrueric powder and chunam (powdel'ed 
shell. limo). He goes fOl'the boys, wbo dodge him, and 
at last t he elders beat off the youngsters with the 
l'cmnrk that If nJter a1l he is a Brahman, Md ought 110t 

to be trifled wit..h in this wa.y ." rn ·,e Brahman then 
ta.kes leave, anti is heard of no mort! in f:onnection with 
the marl'iage rites. The whole ceremony has-e. dtlcided 
ring of mockel'y about it, and leads one to the conclusion 
that it, is celebl'aled Jl)ore in der ision ~ban in hononr of the 
Brahmans. I t is notorious that the Lingayats win not 
even accept w aOOI' from n Brahman's hands, and do not, 
like many other castes, require his 6en'ices in~ouuectio n 

with marria.ge or funel'al rites. 'rhe cel'emony of tying 
cocoanuts to tho hail' of the Brahman appeal's to be 
ohs~rved by t he bamboo section of tho-" Xaonadiyans, 
and not by the I'a ttan..section. 'rhese two sections carry 
their pots of curd's 10 at Bn and bamboo baskets 
respectively . . By the rattan section fI quaint ceremonia.l 
is observed. Tho villagctbarbel' is invited to be present, 
and the infant Mid's IUld bridegroom "I).re ,eated bef01'o ­
him in a state ofnndit.y. Re 1S providedWlt hsome good 

• 
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ghI in a cocoanut. shell, and has to sprinkle this over 
the heads of the contracting couple by meaus of a. grass 
or rood. This he is preventtld from doing by a cruel 
contrivance. A large sLone is suspended froUl his neck 
by a rope, and, by means of anothol' rope, he is kept 
nodding backwfil'lJs and forwards by urohins a.t, his back . 
Eventually he succeeds in his efforts, and, after recei viug 
a. small fee, ghi, and pau.supiiri, b~ is dismissed. The 
bride and bridegroom theu take an oil batL" and the 
marriage ceremony it proceeded wi th .· The slone round 
the neck probably represents the lioga, and the barbel' 
becomes for the momeut a Liugayat. 

In an acct}Ullt of the marriage ceremony among th", 
Lawbiidi!-!, MI'. Frtlnc.is writes t that tbA right hand~ of 
the couple are joined. and tll .,.,Y walk seVtlU times !"ound 
two graill-pound.iog pestles, while the women chant the 
following song, ono line being sung for each journey 
round the pestlo :-

To youn elf and myself marriage has taken place. 
Together we will walk round tho marriage pole. 
Walk th1" £bird time. Marriage has taken pl3Cltl. 
'you ate ~1lym&rriage. 
Walk tbi filth time. Marriage hM taken place. 
Walk the sixth time. Abrriage hae taksn plaoe. 
Walk the 8eventh time. Marriag~ hfUI taken plo.oo. 
We bave walked seven time8. I am yOUl'S. 

Wall the~vonth time. Yon are mine. 

This Lambadi ceremonial, at which a Brahman is 
pr~sellt, may be compared with the Brahmaoica.18aptapa<t-. 

t huual or the Belial')' dilot.rict. 
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(seven feet ), which has already (I'. 1) been described as the 
essential and billding pOI·tion of the marriage ceremony. 

At a wedding among the Linga),ats, ill tl lO caso of a 
four-da.y marriage, the first day is spent in worshipping 
ancestors. Ou tho second cl oy, ri ce and oil are sent to 
the local mutt (place w!.ere the priest stays) and oil a lone 
to the relativos. New puts are brought, wi th much 
shouting, and deposited ill the room in which the house­
hold god. is kept. A booth is erectod, and the bridegroom 
aits under it side oy side wi th t~ mal'ried female relatiyo. 
and goes through a performance called slU·igi. An on­
clos ure is made round them wit.h cotton thread passed 
ten times round four earthen pitchers placed at the four 
corners, l"i ve marriod women come with boiled water, 
and wash off the oil and tUl'm8l'ic, with wLich the bride 
and bridegroom aud h is companion ha\'c been anointed. 
'£be llJatrons then clothe them with the new cloths 
ofi'el'Cd to the ancestors on the ti l'st day. .Alter some 
ceromonial, the th 1'ead forming tho enclosure is removed, 
a.nd givt;lo to a Jangam (priest). Tho surigi being now 
over, the bridegroom and his relative' ATe taken back to 
the god's room. 'rhe bride Il.n£i..on& gt .qg.r .rel ations Me 
now tak en to 'the booth, and anoth~ "suri"gi. is gone 
through. \Vhen this is over, th\! bl'iae is taken to her 
r oom, and decorated with flowers. · ~"-t the same time the 
br idegroom is decorated in the god 's room, and , mounting 

~ on a bullook, goes to t.he village temple,. wltd"rc ~e o~erB a 
cocoaDut. A chaplet of flowers (bashlllgmlJ.) 18' tlOO to 

his fo rehea.d, and he returns to tLe house. I n the god's 
r oom & pa.D.cbakaliis&m, consisting of five metal vessels, 
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with betel a.nd vibhuti (sacred [Lshes) has been 1l1'r a.Dged, 
ODe vessel being placed at each corDor of a square. a.nd 
Doe in the middle. fly eaoh kaias!lro is a. cocoanut, So date· 
fruit, a. betel leaf and a.reca nut, 3,ndou8 pict'l (copper coin) 
tied in a ha.ndkerch ief. A cotton thread is passod round 
the square, aud round the contl'v kalasam a.nother t,hread, 
one end of which is held by tho family gunl (priest), 
t·he ot.hur by the bl'idegrOOllJ, who sits opposite to him . 
'1'ho guru weat'S a I'ing made of knsa, g rass on tL~ big too 
of his right foot. Tho bride sits on t,be leI I, of tbe 
bridegt'OOUl, l'I.od t,he gum ties thnir right and left, hands 
tog~th e l' witll kusa grass. The joined hauds aro w.lshed. 
and bilva (lBgh. jJ/ (lI'JJ/ t' /(/.~) leflvcs and fi()wers arA off'el'cd. 
The officiu t iug" pl' jest, (Leu (JOllse(J I'Ilt.cS t ho tali am} the 
ka.nknnom (conSeCfo.wu t,hf<:lld ) ; ties the hitter on t he 

wrist uf the joiJl('d hauds; and gives the t..i.1i to t(IO 
bt'idcgJ'oorn, who ties it round the bl·ide's neck, repeating 
some words aft.tlr the priest. On the fourth day the 
ma rried couple worship Jangarns and tJle elders, and 
take off the kankunam from tlHtir wrists, and tie it to tbe 
dool' way. 

I n 8. report by Lieutena.nt Evans ill 1820, it is st·ated 
tha.t the marriages of thtJ Kotas of the Nilgiri hills remind 
one of what is called bundling in Wales , Tho young 
man find girl , being togethel' fOl' the night, tbe girl i 8 

questioned next morning by her relatives whether she 
is pleased with her husband-elect. If she answers in 
the ILffirp1ati ve, it is IL marriage; jf not, the youn~ man is 
imm~diately dismissed, and t he girl does not suffer in 
reputati.on if sht! thus discards Lalf 8. dozen suitors. 
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At a wedding among the MnhrLmmo.da.n Miippillns or 
Moplahs of Malabar, the brideg l'oom and his suite al'e 
cond ucted to a room iu the bride' s hOll se specially pl'e­
pared for thei r 1'eception. .Aftel' a few min1l tes' stay ill 

tbe roo m, the party \vithdmws, leaving the bridegroom 

alone, The bride is \1(~"t, introduced into t he \'0001 by 
her fema.le I'e l~tions, nnd tho 0001' is closed by t,llem. 
The bridegroom and the bride fire left togother fo r a. few 
mi uutes . • The bride then leaves, and the bridegl'oom's 
party ell t cws, a ll d ta.ke him back 00 his bouse. In some 

plflces t he bride- ann b"idegl'oom at'e pel'lnitted to s.pend 

the whole night together, nnd tho Ia.tte!' takes leave only 
the next mO l'ning. I n some of t he eouthOl'u taluks 
(divisions) the custom is t he "cverse of wbat hilS just 
been descl'ibcd. The bride is fh'st conducted into t Ile 
l'oom, and pel'sumled 01' forced to li e on a liMa, /lud the 
bridegroom is next introduced into it, tl'lrri es t.here tl 

few moments, nnd t hen leaveR, 'I'b is is practicable only 
ill the case of gi rl s of tender age, who 81'e ignorl'mt of 
the meaning of what they t\ re made to do. · 

The mal'liage cURtom~ of the Nayn,dis of Malabar 
have recently been descri bed by MI', Gopal.,pn,nikkal'. 
who wl'iteaas follow s.+ I A large hu t is constructed of 
leaves, inside which the girl is ensconced. Then 
all the young mer, and women of the \' illag-A gathel' 
round the hut, and fOl'm a rillg about it. The girl's 

. faULer, or t he nearest rna-Ie relative, sits at a short 

• P . 'Kanj .. in, M .. t .. bo.t Qurt , Rllvia .... , n, 1903. , 
t Malabar IUllI i~ Folk, 1900. 'rho N.yldil lU'tI ft 1'0.., poUQting cl,y , who 

11"8 by baJring, cw, 
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dista.nce from tho cl'owd with a to rn-tom in his bandd. 
Then thB music commences, and 0. chant is sung by the 
fatil er, which has been fl'eely trauslated as follows ;-

Tnke tho i:lt.iok, my sweetest daughter; 
Now seize the sHak, my deArost lovo j 

Should you not co.ptllrO tho husband you wi ,,1l fo r; 
Remomber, 'lis fat~ deoides whom YOll sball hnvo. 

A.ll the young men who aro eligible foJ' matrimony arm 
themselves wi th :l stick ench, alld begin to dance round 
the little hllt. inside which t he gi rl is seated. 1' his goes 
on for close on :\1) hOUl', when each of them tlu'usts hi s 
stick inside t.he hut tlll 'ough 1,110 lenf cuvering . ~rhe 

girl has theD to take hold of one of these sticks from 
the im.ide. and the owner of the stick which is seize-d by 
11er becomes tlle husband of the concealed bride: This 
ceremony is followed by feasting, after which the marriage 
i.; cousummated." Among the jungle Kurumbas of the 
Nilgiris there is. as a )'u1e, no marriage rite. A man .and 
woman will maw together, aud live as mnn and wife. 
And, if it happens that in a family ther'e has been a. suc­
cession of such wives for one or two generat..iolls without 
the woman deserting her roan in f:tvour of another, it 
becomes at) event, and is celebrated as snch . 'The pair sit 
togethor. and pour wa.ter over each other fl'om pots. 
Tbey then put on new oloths, and a feast is partaken of. 
Among the jttngle ShOlllgas, when a. man falls in love 
with a gi rl, and she likes him, t,bey go off to the jungle 
for three days. On the fourth day the whole village 
t,urns out with tom-toms and other musical instruments. 
They go into the jungle and find the young couple, whom 
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they bring in pl'ocession to the temple, where the 
marriage ceremony is perfOl·med. According to another 
account, the couple elope to a. dilitant jungle, nnd. return 
home ("Iuly after the bride bas become a mother.-

'fhere exists, among t he hill Ul'iilis of Coimbatore, 
a kind of informal union called kudl1vali. A mao and 
woman will, by mutual conse-nt, elope into the jungle. and 
live there together till they Ilre discov6r0d, and brought 
back by their relations. A. council-meet,ing is held, and 
they a.re recognised as man and wife if the bl'ide.money 
and fiDe inflicted al'o paid. Failure to pay up would 
rendel' them liable to excommunication. To celebrate the 
event, H. fA8-~t. ml1 ~t hegiveu by t he rnn.Il, HUrl , if he sholtld 
dil:1 witho1lt, having fed the communi ty, any children born 
to him are considered as illegitimate. In such n case, 
t he widow at' her neal' ]'ebtives are asked to give food 
to at least a few before tho corpse is removed, so as to 
legitimatise t he ohildren. 

Shubcl'oagiri, in the Gaujam Miilia hs, has t wo tryst. 
lUg trtles, consisting of a jfi.k and mango growing close 
together. The custom was fol' a. Khond, unable to pay 
the marriage fees to the P atro, (head-mllu) to meet his 
10v6 here at night and plight his troth; ll.nd then for the 
two to l'etiJ'e into the jungles for three days and nights 
before returni ng to the village. A.fterl'{ards, they were 
consid'ererl to be man and wife. 

10 one form of marriage among the jungle Chencb u8, 
a man, wishing to marry, selects his bride, and both 
retire for one night by mutual consent from the g'u~em 
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(village). On the following morning, when they return, 
their parents invite their friends and relatives, aod, by 
formally inve:;;ting them with new cloths, decla.re them 
duly mar-ried. To complet.e t,he ceremony, a meal is 
given to tho!\e assembled.-

Until she is seven or eight years old, a Thanda Pulaynn 
(agrestic sed) girl of Cochin, ,'-ears no cover'jog except a 
strip of the tend(U' bark of tho areca pal m. When she 
assumes the gaJ'ment made of I he l!laves of th,e tha.uda 
(a sedge), a ceremony called !.hands. kalyanam (mm'riage) 
is celebrated at an auspicious houl' on an appoin ted day. 
T he garment is generally made by a female .. elntive. ~rhe 

investiture is the occasion of 8 fenst of CUITY anu I'ice, 
fish and toddy. 

With tue Taugainn Pal'aiyans, the betrotha.l Cere. 
mony. or pariyam, is binding as long as the contracting­
couple are alivo. They may live together as man aud 
wire without. performing the marriage ceremonial, and 
children born to them are considered as legitimate. 
But, when their offspring marry, the parents must firs t 
go thl'ough the marriage rites, and the children are 
then married in the Sfl mo pandal. oll the same dl:lY. 

I have previollsly stated t that. " the Yel'uka.lasof tbo 
Kistna district are di \'ided into t wo clnsses -sheep and 
goats practically. Of t hese, the latter are t ho bastard 
offspring of tbe fo rmer. They are DOt allowed to marry 
among the legitimnte members. But, in order to prevent 
the'?l from becoming a separate cna t.e, the SODS nnd 

• llr.nul of the XUl'XIOOlr,lit lriot. t K~. )lu. Bvl!., IV, S. 
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daught.ers of a. bastard oouple are Dot, allowed t:.o UlHrry a 

bastard. They must malTY a lefritimate, and so the 
second generation is clean again." 1'he Collector of the 
district informs me that legitimn.te may not marry 
illegitimate. Illegit.i mate must marl 'Y illegitimato. The 
oifspring thereof is ipeo frt~to whitewashed, and becomes 
legitimate, a.nd mnst marry a legitimate. According to 
tho Rev. J. Cain, - on thebirt.h of a. daughter to a 
Yerukala. the father of an unmarried little boy often brings 
a rupee, ~nd ti es it in the cloth of tbe father of the newly 
born girl. When the girl is grown up, he caD claim her 
for his son. For twenty-five rupees he can claim her 
much earlieT'o 

Among t ho Na.nga POl'ojas (cultivating hill triba) of 
Vizagnpata.m, pits are dllg in the ground, ill which 
du ring the cold season the children are puL I\t night to 
keep them warm, The pi t is about nine feet in dia­
meter. In tbe spring all the marriageable girls of a 
sett lement al'e put into one pi t , and a yonng mao, who 
has really selected his bride with the consent of his 
pa.rents, comes and sings to ber by name. Wherenpon~ 

if she likes bim, she comes out,:1 fire is lighted, and 1\ 

dance takes place. If lhe girl sings back that she will 
not have bim, be trias Borne other girl's llama. On ona 
occasion a Jeopard jumped into the pit, and kil1ed Borne of 
tbe maidens. According to another version, a number 
of Rhonda youths, who are ca.ndidat.es for platrimony, 
start off for a. village, where tbey hope to find a corre .. 
sponding number of young women, nnd ma.ke known their 

• Ind. AI1~,. Ul 1814, 
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wishes to the dders, who receive them with 811 due 
cerl! mony . T ile juice of t he salop (sngo pa.lm, Oaryum 
tt: I'OIlR ) ill a fc rmentf'd st.ate is in grent ,'oquisit ioll, M 
nothing can be doue without the exhilara.ting effects of 
this, theil' favollt' it.e beV61'fI.gf'. 1'he yont,ils excava.te an 
undergrouod chamber (if one is not, u.ll·eady pre pared ) 
having an apol'tut"e at, the top, admitting of the en trance 
of one at a time. I nt.o Lhis the young gentlemeD, with 
a correi~ponding uLlmber of young girls, are introduced. 
whf'n they gropo about Rnd make t heir selection, after 
which they ascend Ollt, of it, ('aeh holding the young Indy. 
of bis choice by t,Iw fo retinger of ODe of bel' hands. 
Brac('Jets nl't~ t hen put, on hel' nrms by the elders.-

Dr. Rivel's informs me that, when a Toda mal'riftge 
is nrrJJllgad, the futuro hUf; bnud gives a cloth, and 
sal utes (head to foot) the fat hel', mother (lnd brothers 
of his flltil" e bride. I am told that, iu liko manner, the 
prospective bride Lows down with her face to the ground, 
a.nd her husband.olect places Srst t,he right, and then 
the left foot on her head. 

Unusual dct·nils in the marr iage oeremony of the 
Chettis (t"aders) are t,he wearing of a toe-ring by the 
bridegroom, Hnd a custom, said to be now dying out. of 
inviting :\ cru:penter to bless the happy pail-, Unmarried 
girls usually Weal' a necklace of cowry (Oyprrea moneta.) 
shells and beads. 1'his is noteworthy, for, though 
married women in many castes are dist.ingllilihod by the 
tAli round their necks and t he silver rings on theil' second 
toes! and III the case o.f Brahmans by wearing one end 

• J. A. M.r'!ind. Alit., II, 1876. 



of their cloths passed between t heir legs, it is unusua] 
for unmarried girls to wear any badge of thcil' aonnition. -

The llaiyaUakudj section of the Chetlis ha.'1 seven 
ex0gtlmou8 b-divisions, caJled kovils or temples , 
which derive their namu!) from seven favouri te temples. 
llaiyattnkudi is considered tbo parent temple, and, when 
a Mnn of allY of the other si:,,: kovilH is married, he ha" 
t,o obtain two g:lrlands of 8(1wers, one from the temple 

at that place, and one from the temple after which his 
sub-division is named.-

'fho KondayalUkottai l\1aravans, Mr. F. F awcett tell a 
lUI, t [H'I:) divided into six sub-tribes or tr ees, Eneh tree or 
kothu (h,-a.nch) is dividod into th ree khilais 01' branches, 
Those of tho kliilais beloliging to the same tl'ee 0 " koLhll 
are Dever allowed to illteJ'mal'J'Y_ ".A IJmn OJ' woman 
must marry wi th ODe of a khilai belonging to anotLel' 
t ree than his own , his 01' her own being t hat of his 01' 

her mother ) and !lot of t he fathol'. But marriage is not 
permissible between t.hose of any two trees or kotb.us. 
'fbe l'e are some restrictions, For instance. a branch of 
betel-v ine or leaves may marry witth a branch of cocoan-utt 

but not with areca nuts or dates. Tho tii,li must be 
obtained at the cost of the bridegl'oom's sister. 'rhe 
bride's (athp.f, Ullcle, 01' othe,' rolations, present the 
bridegroom with money, the amount of which must be 
an odd number." 

Among Telngu Brfi:hmans, the interposition of acloth 
a.s a screen between the bride and bridegroom, just bfotOl'e 

• X,dru Cenlll,l lWport, 1901. t J OUI'Jl . .!uthrop. il1'~ .. XXXJU, 1903 • 
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t.he tying of the manga,la 8ul,hl'8.m (tali) is fairly common. 
It is I'osorted to, so that the bride may not be scen by the 
bridegl'oom. }~ urLher, the bride is, like the Santhal bride 
in Benga.l, made to sit in a capacious basket, which is 
either empty 01' partly filled with paddy. ']1b8 t a.li is ti ed 
while she is in the basket. Among all the Telugu­
speaking castes, from Brahmans to Madigas, small bla.ck 
glass beads form part of the maugala suthram. At· a 
marriage among the Izhavans or TI UV30D S (toddy-~.J'aWe1'8) 

of Travancore, it is a barber WOmRIJ thAt ties the 
pratisarnm Qt' the diksha thread (the equivalent of t he 
kankaoam) round the bride's wrist, and formally hands 
over t he tnli to the bl'idegl'oom. It is pointed out by 
Mr . ..N. Subramani Iyer - that shaving was originally not 
a mere question of personal toilette, but a !::Hlcrament, 
and the priestly function was combined with that of 
the barber. On the wedding day among thE' lluvaDs 
of ~ia18bar, the bridegroom's fnce is shaved, and, after 
being rubbed with oil, he is batbed by seven young men. 
Re is ca.rried, or walks on planks from the bathing­
place to the ma1'riage booth, and lllust not touch f,be 
ground with his feet. The barber cuts the nails of an 
Okkiliyan bride and bridegroom. The barbor ruso, after 
worshipping, shaves the {ace of an Idaiyan bridegroom, 
and receives as his fee four annas, some rice, anil tbe 
cloth which the young lllan was wearing. An Odde 
ma.y not shave his face till it bas heen shaved by the 
barber on his wedding day . 

• Tr.TaItOOl'fl Olin .... Report., 1901. 
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It is the barber, at a marriage among the Konga 
Vellalas (cultivators) of the Sa.lem district, who officiates 
a.t the marriage rites, and ties the tali., Brahmans are 
invited to the wedding, and t-reated with due respect, and 
presented with money, I'ice, betel lea.ves a.nd nuts. The 
bal'ber, when he ties the tfi.li, mutters f;omething a.bout 
Brahman a.nd Vedas in Ii. respectful ma.nnel'. The story 
goes that, during the days of the Cbe.ra, Chola, and 
Pandyall kings, a Brahman and an AlObattan (barber) 
wel'6 both invited to a marriage feast,. But the Brauman, 
on his arrival, died, and the folk, believing his death to 
be an evil omeD, rnled that, t he Bl'ahman being missing, 
tbey would ha.ve t,hs A.mhftttJm; and it has evel' since 
been the custom for the Ambattan to officiate at wed~ 

dings. The purohit. (prie.ts) of the Kallan ~fuppans 
(stone workers) of Malabal' are 'I'amil btu-berR, who 
officiate at their mal'riages. 'fhe ba.rber shaves the 
bridegroom before the man-iage cere mony, and the 
purohit ha.s to blow the conch shell aU the way from the 
bridegroom's house to that of the hride.-

At a wedding llIDong the low-class M.ii.-lus of the 
Telugu country, a hal'ber- paros the bridegl'oom' sj;oe~nail8', ­

and, as a mere fOl'm, tOllcbos his chin with a razo r, 
'1'h60, taking two riee-ponnders, he dip3 the euds in milk 
and ghl. and touches the shoulders'""'Of the bride a.nd 
bridegroom as :1 .. si~nal to retire fO l' bathing,"' while he 
salutes them with the words "Good be to youYt 
In like ma.n.nar, at a Karoma wedding, the barber par~s 

• 
t MaBUlli1 of ~be Ii ~lQre dbtrict, 
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the nails of the bridegroom, a.nd touohes those of the 
bride with a. mango leaf dipped in IIlilk. A Kapu (1'elugn 
3griculturist) bl'idegl'oom is inveRted with a new cloth,. 
and the brido placed beside him. 'flwir oloths are then 
tied together in a knot. A barber next approachos with 
a brass cup of water, and a. plate con taining rice stain tld 
with turmeric is placed upon the ground. Each of Lbo 
visitors takes up a few gt'ains of' rice, aud sprinkles them 
on the bead of th~ couple. and wa,ves round their heads 
some small pieoes o[ money to avert tbe evil 'Pyc. The 
00i118 so used (1.1'6 t.hrown into the barber's cup. The 
barber then cuts the toe-nnils of tho bridegroom. '£his, 
with the Sadl'fiB, an~\\Iers to tho ceremony of shaving tho 
head among t.he Brahmans. Later, n cloth is held up. 
between the I;ride and I;ridegrooDl, and sha ' is presenteei 
to him by bel' fathel', '1'he couple unita hands, and walk 
ronnd the drds thrice. Then, the veil being again beld 
u p between thorft, the bridegroom places his right foot 
npon n. blnck -pO\luding stone, and the bride puts her left 
foot tbree time,S upon his right. Then sbe treads with 
her right foot upon the st.oue, and he places his left foot 
upon it t.breo times. The temporary Rereon is thon again 
removed, and the bride puts on the saffron-colourod cloth 
brought as a. present fOl' bel' by the bridegroom's faelJer. 
Bride and 'bridt}gl'oom look up a.t the sky to caLcb a. 
glimpse of the pole-star, (Arundati) und then enter Lho 
apartment, when the mat'riHge feast oommences. At a 
Brahman marriage ceremony, the bridegroom shows the 
bride the pole-star, a.nd recites the [allowing text : 
"Heavon is stable; the earth is stahle; thia universe is 
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stable; these mountains are stabl b. May this woman be 
stable in her husband'fffamily." 

At an Idaiyn.n (Tamil shepherd) wedding, a.t Ooimba.­
Wt'e, the bridE'groom plaoes his right foot, and the bride 
her left foot Dt! a. grindstone, and they look at the pole­
stHI', which represents tlJe wife of the ascetic Vashista, 
who is the pattern of chastity. The grindstone repre­
sents Ahalliya, who was the wife of a sa.int, Gauthama . 

. She wa&,.cursed by her husband fo r hel' miscond uct with 
IndI'a.. and t lll' ned into a stone. By plaeing t,heil' feet on 
the gl'indstone, the young couple expl'ess a wish to keep 
in check unchaste desires . The bride decorates a small 
grindstone with cloLhs aHd ornaments, gives it to the 
bridegroom, alld tnkes i t to nil the assembled relations 
who give her sometbing, ft.nd bless her with :], hopA that 
she will bring fm·th many children. 

During the marriage ceremony among t.he Oddea 
(navviM) of Coirubato,·c, n. woman, belonging to a Padda 
(big) Boynn family, puts turmeric water mixed with 
chuna-m (burnt lime), betel JeM'ca, nnd a coral necklet in 
!l vessel, and waves it in front of t·hj:j bridegroom's face. 
This is arathi, and is done to avert the evil eye. At the 
close or the ceremony the bride and bridegroom tie the 
euds of a single cloth round thei l' bodies, and are ba.thed 
in turmeric water, which they pour over euch other. 
They then look at the sky, and, taking water in both 
hauds, throw it down thrice. The kankanams (wrist 
threads) are then untied. 

Many variants of the Kapu screen-scene occur in 
the Telugu conntry, And it ba.s been adopted by the Jeu 
oivilised cl8.8s8s. For exa.mple, at n. Yanidi (Telugu 
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forest tribe), wedding. the bride" and bridegroom sit 
side by side ou .two plankS upon II. I"aised pla.tform . The 
motht:lra of the oontl°a.otl'ng parties then anoint tl:.~m 
with oil ,' turmeric, rind Mndal paste. The pair retire to 
bathe, and rotum from t he bath decorated wi th je\\'elry, 
and wearing new cloths, which ha.ve been dipped in 
turmeric water and dried. They next stand, one at each 
end of tbe plstform, nnd n c10tll is interposed as R. screen 
between them, ufter the kankannm, 01' cotton thread 
<lipped in t,urmeric wator. has been tied to tbe wrist. 
To this thread n. folded mAngo ( bfQ.11(1(tP1·(J, ind/ca) leaf 

is sometimes attachod. The couple next approach tho 
screen, and the hrirlegroom, stretching his right leg 
undel'nelLth the screeo,"plac8s his right foot on tbe right 

foot of the bride. He then takes up the bottll, or gold 
OT'nament, attached to 1\ cotton thread dyed ,,,ith turmeric, 
and ties it round the neck of thp bride. his foot still on 
berR. Tn some casos a cotton thread (bashingnm) with 
n folded mango leaf attached to it is further tied on the 
head, in imitation of the c ustom nmong the NnyuituR, 
KaplIs, and others. 

The marria.ge ceremonies of the Kavarais (Tamil 

synonym for Balija) who are s1.lttlod in Tinnevelly are 
like those of many othor Telugll castes, and the inter. 
position of a scroen betweon the bride and bridegroom, 
aud tying of the second tiili 01' ~tring of blaok beads 
on the nagavilli day (sllcrifice to the D~vas) are per. 
formed. But those who belong to the Srmaneli sept go 
through two additional ceremonies. ODe of these, called 
Krishnamma. parant.&lu, is perrormed on the day previous 



f' 
to the tying of the tali. I t consists in the' worshi'p of 

1" .' 
th~ soul of Krishnam::na, a marrien woman. A new . , . ~ 

cloth is purchased, nnd prei~lltep.. to&6thar w'-ith money, 
betel, etc., to a married woma.~. who eats before those 
who are assembJml. All tll e ' fol'mali~ies of the. sradh, 
(memoriRl oeremony) al'(:l observed, except the burning of 
the sacred fire (bomam) and .repcatipg of mantl'ams from 
the Vedas. This 061'omony is very commonly observed 
by Brahmans, and cas~s which eroploy Brahman priests 
for their·oeremonials. The mftin idea is the propitiation 
of the soul of the decoased married womaD. If in a 
faluily a. married woman dies, every ceremony of an 
nuspicious nature should be preceded by the worship 
of the Sumungali (mal'ried wOlTIf\:n), IVhich is known as 
Sutoangali-prart,hana. Orthudox women think that, if 
the soul of Suwa.ngali is not thus worshipped, she may do 
Some injury to those who fire performing tbe ceremony. 
On the tali -tying day tho Kavarai bride and bridegroom 
proceed to the temple to wOI'ship, ..A few small pots 
are placed on the turban of tbe bl'idegl'oom, and on the 
head of the bride, where they are kept in positioll by the 
kongu or free end of her QlotQ, The saored thread ia 
worn during the marriago fleremony, but not afterwards. 

au the occasion of a wedding among the K urubaa 
(Canarese shepherds) of wcsteru Bellary, a square space 
is marked out by pots filled ·with water, whioh are 
placed at each 001'ner. Round the pots five turns of 
cotton thread are wound. Within the square a pestle, 
painted with red and white atl'ipes, is placed, ou which 
the bridal couple, with two young girls, sit. Rice is 



thrown over them, they are auointed and washed, and 
receive presents. LRter on, the marriage dais is covered 
with a bl.uket (kambli). Qn which • ' miIl-.tone and 
basket filled with cholum (Anhopogon 80rflll1l,'III). are 
placed. The hridegroom sta.nding witll a. foot on the 
stone, and the brido with a foot on the basket, the tAli 
is t ied by the officiating BI'Mman priest, while tbose 
assembled throw rice over the ha.pVY pair, On tbe night 
of th~ sixth day after mSl'l'iage. 8. large metal pla.te 
or gangalam is fined with ricp-, gbI, curds, and Bugar. 
Round this some of the l'elRotiv!,s of t be bride and bride· 
groom sit, nnd fin19h off t.he food. The number of 
those 'who partl}ke thereof must be an odd one, (Inn tbE'Y 
lDusteat the food as quickly as possible,:. If anything 
goes wrong with them while eating or afterwards,· it 
is regarded as a.n omen of impending misfortune. Some 
even oonsidel' it as an indication of the bad character 
of the bride. 

The Patnulkarans found in the 'l'amil districts bave 
adopted some of the marriage customs of the Telugu8, 
and a number of small pot,s are set up in Q. room, and 
worsbippf'd daily throughout the mal'1'iage ceremony. A 
figllre of a car (plate V) is dl'awn on the wAll with roo. 
earth or laterite stone, a.nd on. it the gotra. of the bride­
groom is written. ffhe Patnulldirans are a caste of 
'Weav6I'S. who speak l\ dialect of Gujarati, and migrated 
to the south from Gujarat. They claim to be Sau_ 
rashtra Btiihmaas. 

During the wedding ceremony among !.he Paraiyaas 
of Coimbatore. a pestle is plocM in-tb. marriage bootll. 



Plate V. 

PalnOlkiiran Wall 0 6$i$n. 
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and the bridegroom sits OLa it. '.fIbe bride's fatUir and 
brothers rub oil over his head, and be is bathed. The 
bride tben-t aits ~u the pestle, and is in like JD&Daef 
3,nointed with oil and bathed. The pestle is ,theu 
removed, and S\ plank plll.Cod in its stead. A four-a.nna 
piece, and a. small ohank shell ('fIltrbi1lelia mpa) soch ts 
is used as' a baby's pap-bowl, are tllrown int,o a-r-pot. 
containing turmeric water, from which thE:' bride is 
expected to pick up the shell, and the bl·jdegroom the 
coin. rr'his is repeated three timos, and the kank8D.aMS 
(wrist threads) are then untied) and put into the pot. 
When an Odde bride and br.idegroom enter the bride's 
house, • pot of water ·-i;'·~ttbt. and they pu. their 
hands into it. A ring 'is dropped. into tne pot, and they 
both try to pick. it up. ' Whoever first does so is COD­

sidered to be the more clever. 'l'his is repeated three 
times. At a wedding among the Devingas (",savars), 
a pap-bowl and 'ring are put int-o a pot. If the bride 
picks out the 'Pap-bowl, her firs t. child wlll be 8. girl; 
if the bridegroom picks out tho ring, it will be a 
At an Idaiyau (Tamil shepherd) wedding, a gold and 
silver ring are placed in 8 large pot, :lnd in another ptlt 
a. style, such 808 is: used for writing on paJm lea.vas. and 
'" piece ,,/ palm leaf are plilCed. The bride and IJrid&. 
geoom then struggle to catch bold of th ... oi!jecl.o. 
Included among the -presents to 8 NinchiDit -Vellila 
bridogroom i Travancore ara an iron writing style 
and a knife.· 

• 
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At a marriage among the I1uvans (toddy-tappers) 
of Malabar, the bridegroom removes seven threads from 
the De\\" (;]otb bl'ought for the bride, and makes a string 
with them, which is coloured ye llow with t urmeric. To 
the string be attaches the tali, which he places on betel 
leaves, and hands over to bis ~ istel'. During t.he cere· 
many the bride stanns 00 rice, and covers bel' face with 
baLeI lcftves. To bring good luck to the young couple, 
a married woman with a child meets them as they 
approach tho bridegroom's bouse. 

At a wedding a.mong the Holeyas (agl'estic serfs) of 
Sooth Canara, j,be bridegroom's party go to the bride's 
house with rice, betel-leaves andaJ'eca-nuts, anl'l wRit, the 
whole night outside the bri rle's tlUt, the bridagt'oolll 
being seated on a mat specially made by the bride. 
Next morning the bl·ide is made to sit opposite the bride­
groom with (l.. winnowing fan, fiJ )ed with betp1·.Ieaves, 
etc. , between them. Meanwhile the men a.nd women 
tbrow rice over tbe heads of the contractillg couple. 
The bride then accompanies the bridegroom to his hut, 
carrying tllC mat wit,h ILef', rJ'hc marriage ceremony 
last!': f OUl' d.1YS, during whicll time none of the pal'ty 
should fail to sitOD the mnt. Ou the Jast day the couple 
take the mat to a river or tank (pond), wherE! fish are to 
be found, and catch San'l l) fi sb, which they let go after 
kissing them. · At a wedding among the leaf-wearing 
Koragas of Soutb Cnnara, the brido and bridegroom 
take a cold bath, and sent themselves side ~by side on a 
mat with a. handful of rice between them, The blessings 

• Manual of t.bo South Can.ra diltriot. 
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of the snn are invoked, nnd then an elderly man of the 
tribe takes up a few grains of rice, nud sprinkles them 
over the heads of the couple. His example is followed 
by the others present. 1'he brideg t'oom has t hen to 
present two silvet· piecfls to tho hl'ide.- ~\ t a weddi ll g 
among the Kannadiyans (Cnn:u ose shepherds), married 
women are selected, who flI'S \'cflui t'cd to bathe 118 each 
of the more importaDt ceremouies is performed, and are 
alone aUo\ved to cook for 01' to touch the happy couple. 
Weddingd last eigh t dayi!!-, dUl'ing whioh timo t.he hl'ide 
aud bridegl'ooltl 11111f: t not :;lit on a.nything uut woollon 
blankets. t 

The custom of t.he bridal couple bathing in water 
brought f!'om sayeo different viIIages obtains among 
many Oriya castes, inclnding BriihlJHLna. It. is known 
by the name of pani.tula. 'rhe wate!' is brought hy 
married girls who have not reached puberty on the night 
preceding t he wedding day, and tho bride and bride­
groom wash in it bofore dawn. l'his bath is called 
koili-pfi.ni-snano, or cnckoo water bath. The koil is 
the Indian koel or cuckoo (EudUJlCunis J,onorala ). whose 
orescendo cry ku-iJ, kH-il, is jrying to the nerves during 
the hot season . 

The essen tial nnd binding part of the marriage 
oeremony among the Bants (cultivators) of Soath Cannra. 
is called dhare. The right hand ofthe bride being placed 
over the right hand of the bridegroom, a. silver vessel 
idhnre gindi) fiHed with water, with a eocoa.uut over 
the moutl1 nnd the Bower of tbe areca. palm over the 

• JllUlual of t.~e South Oanarn diltrict. t tladr .. Cen.u Report, 19o1. 
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cocoanut, is placed on the joined hands. The parents, the 
managel's of the two famil ies, and the vi llage hea.dmen, 
an touch the vessel, which, with the hands of tue bridal 
pair, is mov(::d up and down three times. In 80me 

fam ilies the Wittel' is pOUl'sd from the vessel into the 
united hands of the couple, nnd this betokeDS the gift 
of the bride. The bride and bridegroom then receive 
the congratulatious of the guests, who tlxpress a. hope 
that they may become the parents of twelve ~ sons and 
twelve daughters. An empty plate , alltl anothel' con· 
taining rice, are ned placed before the pal:', and their 
friends sprinkle them witL rice from the one, and place 
n smllll gift, generally four anuas, in the other. The 
brideg"oom then makes a gift to tho bride, which is 
called tirdochi, and \""aries in amount according to t he 
position of the parties. Among the Ares· the pot contains 
a. mixture of water, milk, gbr, honey, and curds instead 
of plain wa.ter, I n tbe dhara ceremony as peJ"formed 
by the Gaudas (Canarese farmers), t,he bridal pair hold 
in their joined hands five bet-el leaves, an areca nut, and 
four annas; and. after the water has been poured, the 
bride-groom ties a tali on the neck of the bride.t At 
marl'iages among the Mogel's (Canarese fi shermen) the 
bride and bridegroom sit under a pandal, and join bands, 
palms uppermost. Upon their hands the maternal uncle 
of the bride places first some l'ice, next 6ve betel leaves. 
then nn un husked arecannt, and IMlt of 1:\11 a lighted wick. 
The bridal couple slowly lower their hn.nds. a nd depoait 

• The A.1"fl1 .... , kud to be olatel, allied I,() t.he lhratbill, aDd Ipe.k lIIuatbl 
In Kon .... ui. 

t )In""l of the 8I,yatb O .. r.ffl di.trio~. 
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al1 these things on the ground. The bride's maternal 
, uncle then takes ber by the hand, and formally makes 

her over to th; maternal uncle of the bl·idegroom.-
Among val·ions O"iya classes in GanjA.m, a. bachelor 

wishing to marry a. widow, or a widowC!' wishing to 
remarry, has fi rst to marry n sahads. or shiidi tree, 
called in Telugu bbJl. rioike chet.tu, which is afterwarrls 
cut down. This tree is apparently Streblus (l 8per, the 
twigs of which are struck in find around thatched houses 
to ward off light.ning. 

The essential portion ()f the mar riage ceremony 
among the Badhoyis (Oriy3o carpentl:'rs and blacksmiths) 
is t.he tyine- together or the hands of tJle bride nnd bride. 
groom.t In Ijke manner, at f\, wedding among the 
Bolnsis Hud Samantiyas (Ol'iyn cultivat.ors), the binding 
portion of the ceremony is hasthogonthi, or the tying 
together of the hands of the bridal pair wit.L a cotton 
thread soaked in turmeric watar.t Th~ contracting 
parties at a wedding among the jungle Kiidirs of tLe 
western ghats lillk together t·h.e little fingers of t heir 
right hands as a token of their union, and walk in pro­
cession round the marriage booth. So, too, the Pano 
(hill t r ibe of Ganjam) brjde and bridegroom have to 
join their little fingers 1',0 make the ceromony binding. t 
At R marriage among the Paraiyans of Coimbatore, the 
little finger of the bridegroom's right hand is linked 
with t he little finger of the bride's left hand, the two 
hands being cc:vered with a cloth. I}'be ends of the 

• )lUlul of the Soath C.II ...... di,triot. 
, Madr .. ~ Report. 1901. + I N!:. 
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-' • • 
,cloth of an Ukkiliytin (cultiv8.~or).:brme and bridegroom, 
lvith b~tel leaves ~njl nuts in them, are ~.tied I t~geth~r. 
and the little fingers of their right hands are linked. 
The oQDtrao~ing 'Pa~ties. among the hill trralis', sit - on 
.a plank with their little fingers linKed. while the bride· 
mQllsy is gaicLto tlfe ~'1th e~.m .bw, and the milk..m~ney 
to the Jllf;)tter-in-Iaw. In. aDO t otfo o'f tho ma,l'ria.j!;6 

ceremony' jUQ,ong •. ~be Kouda,:a.mJcott...\l Mat'1l.vans, the 
B;.<ihmau pril;lst l ies togetrl~~ ' t1i~ litt le. fi nget·s of the 
l'ight 4.hands of tlh$'l contract'i.ng ooupl~p which ~I'e inter­
locked, wit h a. silken t hread.- Among thIS Kjippi1iy8.D.5' 
(Csnarese .qul~iva.torA) ~o hat's settled in the :Maa~a 
district, the tali is ?Dti£eJ,y diSpellsedlu~fb. Th~ binding 
port.ioo of the marringt;t cerew.ony is ..... the .looting 'of the 
fin gers of ~he bridal couple una~r I cloth by their: 
maternal uncles. The wedding-day is .cal1e<l.kai ktduo 
dhina (hand-joiuing day), 

.,A curious c~re~ony during 'a marl~age among the 
Goundans (onlt i,!ators) of Coimbatore is the viSit of the 
bride to t be nattu.kal (place where seedlings are raised) 
where a Pillo.ynr (elephant god) is made of cow-dung 
or mud, worshlppeu, and broken up. At this spot the 
nattu-ka.l and1.he sun are also worsllipped.t 

At a marriage among the " Pallan ( agricultural 
labourers) of Coi rubatore, co'coanuts 31'6 broken, and 
offered to a Pillayar made 01 cow-dung. Tho tali is taken 
round in one of tue fragments, to be blessed by thOSfo 

assembled. When a marriage is contemplated among 

• F. Fawcett, J Ollrn . .A.nthl'Op. Ia,i., XUJU, 1908. 
t MaDRA! of the Ooilllbt.klre dltt riet. 
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the Iaaiy~n,{Ti\niii" shephe'rds) of the ,ame place, Ihe 
parents. of the prospective bride. a'hd bridegr~m go to 
the, temple, and throw before the iijol a ~ed ,al:id a white 
flo",;'r, each wrapl'!'d 'ill' a betel-leaf _ A man cl;tiid. i. 
then asked· to piek up o'd of the ]il .... V~S. If the one' 
selected contai~~ t~e t hite elWeI' it is COD8~En:ed auspi. 
cions, a.lid the marn~lge ~vill. be contraoted. :.n111>ing the 
marriage cer~mony tUe oilWiating 'Bralrma.r\ place,s a ... , . -

, cOIY.duug Pillayar In- the marriage bboth. The briie . .. " .. ~ 

,husks some J>&ddy. rr116 relations of 118 bride and 
. bl'idegrootn , fet6.h from the pottefs house seven pots . --called ad.nkupan~ (1!-0 s kopt ono o",or ~h._ othor), two 

large polk called arast\Dipauai, andJ Beven earthen trays, 
1 .... · ~ :\ • 

and place them ;,,-,froyt of tile mud platform. The pot. 
a.re filled witU\.'iv.atel', and a fuunll piece of gold is 
dropped in to _ each. rrhe P9ts are worshipvoo daily 
during the mar1"iage ceaemony. . 

The ~tch -making among the bill Ul'~lis of Coimba­
tore is .carried out hy the hoy's parents, who, with nis 
other reJations,. p~.y I.wo visits, one with and one witllOut 
the boy, to the parents of thE:'! girl. 'rhe party must be 
recei\'ed with due respect, which is shown by taking 
hold of the waUc.ing. sticks o-f the gupsts on nrl'ivaI, and 
receiving thE'w on a mat. _ A fl ower is placed on the top 
of a stone at" figl1r,' l'epl'es~n tiDg the tribal goddess, and, 
after pilja has been done to it, it i~ addressed in the words 
"Oh I swami (god), drop tl;~ HoweI' to the right if the 
marriage is going to be propitious, aud to the leH if 
otherwise." Should the flower remain on the image 
without falling either way, it is greeted as a very happy 
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omen. On the occasion of the betrothal ceremony, if the 
bridegl'oom's pal'tl.'. on their wa.y to the bride's village, 
ha.v~ to cross l\ atl'eam, running or dry, the bridegroom 
is not allowed to walk aCl'ORS it, but must be carried over 
on the back of his maternal uncle, During t he marria.ge 
ceremony, after the bridal conplt! have w01'shipped at a 
pond, they must, 011 their return thence, be accompanied 
by their mlttel'nal uncles, who should keep on dancing, 
while cocoa.nuts are broken in u'ont of therp till the 
house is reached. 

As a preliminary to Inal'..tage ambog t he Kurubas, 
(Caoarese shepherds) the bl'idogr'oom's father observes 
certain mfU'ks Ot' curls on the head of t.he pl'oposeO bride. 

Some of these are believed to forbode prosperity, and 
others misery to the family iu to which the girl ente r's. 

They are, the t'croJ'e, very cautious in selecting only such 
girls as possess curls (snli) of good for tune, Tbis curious 
oustom is observed by others only in the case of the 
purchase of cows, buJls. rl.ud borsAs. One of the good 
curls is the bashingam found on the forahen-d. ann the 
bad ones are the peyanakal1u at the back of tho bead. and 
the edil'suli neal' tho right t,emple. As n nuptial tie, the 
ends of the ga rments of the contra.cting Kuruba. parties 
are, at the wedding, tied tngether,· 'rhe curl on the 
fortlhead appears to be considered a J;ood omen by the 
Kurubas at B ospet, and bad Jly those at Sandfu', A ourl 
on the cbest (t.heggu) is considered unluck.y by both. 
I.ike the Kut'uba,s. the Pallis (Tamil agriCUlturists) also 

• !buu\ of tbe Nortb Aroot di,tnot. 



J(,jRRUGB CUSTOMB. 85 

examine the curls in the selection of a bride. A curl on 
the forehead is considered as a.n indication that the girl 
will become n. widow; Bud one all tl;e back of the head 
portend s the death of the eldest brother of her husband. 
On the subject of cw·ls in the horse Mr. J. Walhouse 
wri tes as foll ows. " When a wealthy llindu meditates 
purchasing a horse, he looks to i he presence or not of 
certain circles or curls on par ticular par ts of the body. 
These al~p' called in 'eamil suri or 80w(\ 1"s, and by thclo n 

.judgment is formed of t he tempor and quality of the 
horse. Each curl indicaLes a particular god, and a Hindu 
will not purcbase unless the bair-cur ls are present. turning 
in the propel' directioD, and in their right places.'! * Of 
omens from th~ examination of horses' curls, the follow­
ing may be cited. (1) Th e. horse whicb ha-s a ringlet unde.r 
the eyes, in t ho chin, cheek, he~lI·t, neck, the par t between 
the nostrils! temples, the huttocks, pRrt below the nost.rils, 
knees, testicles, navel , hump on the back, anos, right 
belly and feet. will bring Oil evil. (2 ) rl'he borse which 
has ringlets in the upper lip, neck, ca.rs, back, loins, eyes! 
lips, thighs, front legs, t)elly. sides a.nd forehead, will 
bl-iog on prospel'ity.t 

I have heard of a Eurasmn police officer, who attri. .. 
buted the theft of five hundred rupees, his official transfer 
to the Cuddapah di, trict, and other strokes of bad luck, 
to the purchase of a horse with HIIluoky curls. An went 
well with him a.fter he had got rid of the flnimnl. 

.At the marr'iago ceremony of sorne Knrubas, a golden 
i.mage of the tribal hero is taken out of .the saffron 

• lad. Auto, Xl, 188),. 



86 MARRI AGE dUSTOMS. 

. 
powder, i n w'hich l.t bas)a.in in its t"f!sket, and placed 
belore, the bride aud bl'ideg"oom, whe:. can aloud the 
hero's Hame. Tho pnjfil,j (ofliciating priest) then breaks 
a few cocoanut S (In the hea.ds of the heredital'Y cocoanut­
bl'oakers. noll til-S a piooe of saffron to the right arm of 
the bride. ·With the Palnu Knrubas the stl-iug uBed 
must be of cotton and \\'001 mixed; with the. Kottha 
Knrnbas of wool alone; and with the AndEl Knrubas or 
wool alone, this being regarded as an impol'tant, distinc­
tion. Next the gaudu (hea.d-man) and piijari t,hrow 
rice UpOIl the bride's head) nnrl, the bridegroom tying 
a tali round her neck, tho ceremony is completed.­
According' to another aceon at t " tbo Kurnbfls fire divided 
into three endogamous divisioll s, viz" at.t.ikagkana, unne­

kankflna, and anrle, In Canal'(-''i8 aUi means cotton, • 
u!ll1e woollen, while knnkana is H t hread t ied round t he 
wrist. at thl:l time of mal'l'iagtl, and the first and second 
Bubdivisioll3 use respect.ively cotton and woollen threads 
at their marriages, A nde is a small vessol used by th", 
Ande KU1'ubas for miJking goats . According to a 
popula1' legend, an ancestral Kuruba, by name Undala 
Padmanna, whose mate l'ial welfare was providt>d for by 
Siva, contract.ed alliancHs with a Brahman gi1'1 whom he 
rescued from riiksbnsas (giants), and with a, girl of his 
own caste. At t.he marriage of his sons, a cotton (atti) 
kanknnam was tied to the wl'ist of t.b e caste woman 's 
offapring, and 8. woollen (unni) kankanam to that of the 
Brahmnn girl's sons, Marriage is celebrat.ed in the bride­
groom's house, and, if t,he bride belongs to a di fferent 

• X¥Ol,.. Oelllu Report, 1891. t Manual or ~h. North .!zoot iliItriot, 
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. village, sbe is escprted to that of tll~ bridegt'oom, and 
made to wail., in ,8. particular SpOt outside it. On the 6rst 
day of the marriage, puma kumbam, it sman decorated 
vesRd containing milk or ghi, ' \\TiLh It two-anna. piece 
And a cocoanut placed on the boj eJ-l t:lif spread ~vel' the 
mouth of iI, is Laken by t.he bl'idogroom's l'oiatiotJ8 to 
m~t tbe bl'ide's party . Thcl'8 t.he distr ibution of pail 
supa!'i takes place, and both parties return to the village. 
Met1.lJwhile the ma1'l'iage booLlI is orected, au(l twelvo 
twigs of r;ival (Eugenia .fambulana ) are tied to the tWl'lve 
pillars, the cent,cal 01' milk post, nuder which the bridal 
pail' sit, being smeared with saffron, and a yellow thread 
being tied thereto. At a.u llUspicious hour or the th ird 
day , the co.uple are made to sit iu tho booth, the bride. 
groom (,wing the east fwd I he bride facing west. On a 
blnllket spt'cad near th" kilmbam 2-1 menSllras of j'ice, 
a. ta.li 01' bottu, u cocoanut, betol·lenf, and camphor nro 
placed. The galldu phlCl''::':l boiJ of vibh Oti (sacred ashes) 
thereon, hl'eaks a COCQI\DuL, nnd wOl'ships the kumbnm, 
while ct\.wpllOr is bUl'nt. The gaudu next takes the tali, 
blesses it, and gives it to the bridegroom, who ties it 
"onnd the bride' s neck, The ga.udu then, throwing rice 
on the heads of the pair, recites certa.in verses. The girl 
next removes her veil, and thll men anc1 women assembled 
th row rict' on t he beads of the bridn l pair. The ends of 
their garments are then tied together , and two girls and 
three boys are made to eat out of t.he plates placed before 
the married couple, A feaflt completes t he ceremony . 

.At a. Coorg wedding, the Arllva (family adviser) puts 
th ree pebbles in t blJ. 'lands of the blide, who ties them 
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in one of the COl'ners of her garmflnt as a token of sealing 
her right to h.w husband's property. Tho bridegroom 
throws some c'!loured rice on tho head of his new wife, 
gives a lit.tle milk to her to driuk, and presents her with 
a gift, such as ,l. I-lng. or anything a.ccording to his means. 
When the bri.legroom enters the bride's house on tho 
8\'eni):lg of the marriage day, seveml thick plantain tree 
trunks are placed aCt'OSs the entrance, each of which he 
has to cut ina single stroke, showing his strengt.h of arm, 
and confirming thereby bis fitness to marry the bride.-

I< It is generally bel ieved that, when a marriage takes 
place in the family of it KOlllati Cl.'elugu mercllllnt)1 t some 
member of t.hi ~ family is obliged to go through the form 
of inviting the low-class Mad igas (leather-workers) of the 
plnoe. If the Madib'8.S were to heal' the ~vita.tion . the 
KiSmati would certainly be assaulted, and treated roughlYi 
for the Mii.digas look on the invitation as au insult and 
unlucky, In ordel' to prevent the Madigas hearing the 
invitation, the Komati takes car~ to go to the back of 
the Miidiga's house at a time wh.en he is not likely to 
be seen, and whispers into an iron vessel commonly used 
f~r measuring ant grain an invitation in the following 
words: '.In the houRe of the small ones (i.e., Komatis) a 
marl'iage is going to take place. The members of the big 
hou,e (i.e., MRdigas) are 10 come.' The lighb 10 kindle 
tho fire during the marriage ceremony most be obtained 
from a Miidiga's honse, but, since the Madigas object 
to giving it, Borne artifice has to be used in getting this 

• A.Rer., Ann. Report, Arch.. Sllrve1. Madrq, 1901-1902 . 
.. The KOml.ti, (Telap t reder'l) ol&itn to be Vw)'u. 



8Q 

fire."· It is a curious fact, though many Klimatis 
dt'ny it, that at their mnl'l'iage cOl'amonia they have to 
present betel·uuts and leaves to some Mndiga family.t 
Concern ing this custom MI', "tV. Fra ncis writes as fol lows :f 
I< The statement about the pl'esentation of the betel. lenf 
and nut seems to be Mcarale, though no doubt the custom 
is not llniversnl. It I'osts on tho :luthority of Sir Walter 
Elliot (' T,'aus. London I~thn. Soc.,' 1869) and Major 
Mackenz\o (' fnd. Ant.,' \'01. vrn. p. 36); and, in a 
foot-noto on p. 55 of the' Original Inhabitant,s of Bharata 
Varsha or India: Dl', Oppert states that he lIas in his 
possession docnments which confirm the story. It is said 
that uow-a-days t.he pl'OS8nt,atiou is somotimes veiled by 
t he K~lfiati concerned sending hi s shoes to bo mended 

by the Madiga a few days before the wedding, deferring 
payment t,ill the wedding day, and thell handing t he 
Mndiga tho loaf and llut with the amount of his bill. Jl 

According to another account, th(' Komat.i of set purpose 
unbinds the t.oe-ring of his nnt.ive shoes (chcmppu), and 
summons a Madiga, whose profession it is to make and 

repair these a.rticles of at.tire. The Mooiga quietly 
accepts the job, aud is paid fOore nmply than is perhaps 
necessary the sbape of pall s np.~ri, flowers and 
money. 't merly." the Rev. J-. Caiu writes,§ "before 
a marriage place between two Vaisyn ln (Komatis). 
they had 0 a.rtange for, and pay all the marriage 
eXlJOnses of '0 MMiglls, but this custom has been 

• J, 8.1l', l laokencie, Ind, An~. , "Ill, 87{1, 
t Madral Cea .... Report, 1891-
t M-.d11ll CeMft. Be'port, tOOl , 
• lDd. Ant., '7U, VIII, 1879. 
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abandoned, and they content themselves by glVltlg au 
invitation to t,heir wedding.') II I cannot," Mackenzie 
writ.es;" H discove r t,he connect ion between two such 
diifol'eut castes flS the Komatis and Madigas, who belong 
to differe nt di vis ionf:' . 'l'he Kornatis bclClng to the 18 
pana division. while tho MiidigM :Irc members of tho 
9 pana. One reason has bee n suggested . The caste 
goddess of tho Komatis is the virgin KannikiL amma, who 
destroyed herself l'u thel' t.han malTY a pl-ince .. beca.u se 
he was of }) llothCl' (:a.s t ~ . ~ he is millnlly ,'eprest)oted by a. 
vessel full of wutOI'. and. before tho marriage cer (>Inonies 
are commencod, she is brought in state f l'om her temple, 
and placed in tbe seat of honour in the hUlI S6. The 
Madiga.s claim Kannikii. as their goddof;a, worship . her 

under 1,113 onme of ~ :l.h atangi , and object to t he Ki"imatis 
takiog t,beir goddess." There is said t.o b o Ruother quoor 
custom among the Komoti3, tI.nd olle from which some of 
tho families de ri ve the ir distinguishing llames. After a 
marriage hns 'been comple ted, th t! figlll'e of a cow is made 
of flour , and into its stomach is ]lut a mixture of turmeric, 
lime., and wa.ter, called woka,le . A.fter the cow has bean 
worsbipped in due form. it is cut uP. and to each differ. 
eut fam ily is secretly sent t,hat portion of the cow which. 
according to custom, they Bl'U entitled to r eceive. For 
example. the Komarlavaru receive the hornR, the Guntla. 
tbe neck, etc. t It is noted by Fr~lzer : as a. remarkable 
feature of some of the O1'aon totems, that they (\re not 

• I nd. A.n~., VITI, 1879. Tha 1111.n1. tlhi,ionl ccrrC' polId ttl the right aud 
left b.t..d I8CUcnB. 

t TotelDiPn, lar.. 
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whole animals, but parts of !luimals, as the head of a 
tortoise. the stomach of l\ pig. And, he adds. in Buch 
cases (which 3,1'e not confined to Bengal) it, is of course 
not the whole animal. but only the special part which the 
clansmen are forbidden to eat. 

The Komat,is, at the pl'osent day, during the mar riago 
ceremonial, pet·form n rite calle::d gotra puja . On the 
6rth day, tl1ey offer two large ll1mps of fl Olll' paste t·o the 
goddess }{a,nnikammll. out of which they make a number 
of smaH balls, the ollmber being Uf:lllally twice or foul' 
I,imes t hat of th l;) gotras among the local Komatis. On 
t ile second 01' t hird day after the tying of I.he tii li, tile 
~oddess is worshipped by two K Olllat i wo U) C'u, who have 
to fast during the f"utiro day , When tilo K omati males 
hft" O par taken uf a meal, a llIllmOO1' of the community, 
carrying a cup containing tu rmeric wilLer oolonl'ed red 
with chunnlU , ma.kes ft, IlHll'k therewith on the cloth over 
the right thigh 01' all t ho casu>men present, beginning 
with an individual belong ing to the Pendlikiila gotra. 
Towa.rds evening Kannikamma, \'opl'osented by a knlasa.m 
(brass vessel), is wOl'sllippNl with au clnuol'ato tit ual. 

The Miidigas (Telugu Pl1 l'iahs) a l 'U divided into Im~ 
gnmous sections cflllod dhomptis. During the maniage 
cerenlonios, dhoJnVti s, 01' oil'erings of l ood to the gods, 
are made, 'with var ia.tions ;lCCOI'diu g to the dhompti to 
which the celehrnnts belong. All iIl11slratinD may be 
taken from the Gnmpa (ba-sket) dbomptt. The contract­
ing pa.rties PI'OOlU'6 a. quantity of ri cp, ja.ggery, and ghl, 
which are cooked, and moulded i\Jto an elongated mass, 
and placed in 8 new bamboo basket. In the middlo of 
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the' mass, which is determ inoil with a string. a twig with 
a wick nt 0116 end is set up, and two similar twigs are 
stuck into the ends. PCij ft, is performed. and the mass is 
distribut,ed among the daughters of the house and othel' 
Dear relations, but not among members of othel' dhomptis. 
'fhe bride a.nd brirlegroom take a small portion from the 
roMS, which is called dhonga. muddha. or the mass that 
is stolen. 

Among the Ura.lis (Tamil ag ricultural lubonrers), a 
• man detected in an intriguo with an unmarried woman is 

6ned, and has to marry her; and, at t he wedding, his 
wa.ist string is t,ied ,'ouud hel' nock instead of a tali, ­
Among the Koramas (nomad 'l'ol ugu tribe) the tfdi is 
replaced by • string of black beaa,. 'l'ho story goes 
that onco upon a time a bl'idegroom fo rgot t o bring the 
tali, and he was at once told off to prOClll'O the opcessary 
piece of gold fr'olll a goldsrn ith. The par ties waited a.nd 
waited , but tbe young man did not ret/urn. SiDce t hen 
the tali has not been forthcoming, and the little string of 
beads is used as a substituto.t Instead of tbe tali, the 
Redd.is ('L'elug ll cul ti vators) use a -plain twist..cd cord of 
cotton t hread besmeared with satTro n. and devoid of orDa~ 
mant of any kind. 'l lhey have a legend, which accounte 
for this. [u days of yore n Reddi chief was about to be 

married, and he accordingly sent for a goldsmith, and, 
desiring 11im to ma.ke a splendid tii.li, gave hiru the price of 
it OOfo l'8h8ond . The smith was a drun kard, and neglected 
his work. '1'ho day for the celebration of the marriage 
arrived., but there was no tali. "Whereupon the old chief, 

t Madru Mall, 1900. 
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plucking a, few threads from his garml-lllt, twisted them 
into n. cord, and tied it rOtl nd tho Hack ()f t,ho bride, and 
this became a custom, ' Th~ insigne of marriage among 
the Ga.ndlas (oil-presstlrs) i ~ a bundle of 101 yellow 
coloUl'ed threads wi thout a tiili 01' boLtu . which is put on 
only nfte" the m<tl'riagl: ceremony, t 

Some Kapll ,<': , espt'cially th~ Moroti Kapus, do not 
wear the tali during lil lll'l'iage, its place being taken by a 
coUon string, Concerning the origin of this custom, the 
followin g 'st,ory is nanatecl , During t he reign of Bha. 
ratha, the b,'other uf Rama, Pillah Mari Belthi Reddi and 
his SOllS deCl.>ived him by appropriating all tbe grain, ond 
giting up only t,hc atm,\\', On t he I'et urn of Ramo. from 
eXile, he, to P110i8h the Kapus, directed th~m to bring 
Olfcm'biLf/, (pumpkiu) fruits f ew the sl'iidIJ of Dasaratha. 
'I'hey eagerly consented, and cul ti vated t he plant. _A 
fow days before the Ctl,l'cmouy, ilalluman uprooted ~Il 

thp phmts. so that, on the appointed day, they could not 
campI}' with R,ama's order . They, however, promised to 
pay a sum of money eq ual in weight to a. pumpkin fl'lIit, 

This proposal was accepted, nnd t ho Kii plls brought aU 
tbo money tbey possessed, and yet the scaJe containing 
the fruit did no t rise. They, accordingly, took th ~ talis 
from their wives' necks, anQ plnced them on the scale 
oontruning the money, Wh611 t hepumpkill immediately 
rosc. .A simila.r legend is current among the Vak.kaligas 
(cultivators) of ;\1ysore. who, instead of giving up the 
tali, seem to have a.bandoned tbe cultivation of the plant . 

• J, F, KeMDI, Kaly.u~ Sb.tw.II.&u. 

t MlllUla! d tbe North Aroot. di. t.rid . 
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The legend is tlms no.l'l'awd by Mr. Nm·asimmiyengf!ol'.­
(n the days of Hiima, when he was exiled to the wilds 
of Danclaka., Bbaratha was appointed l'Qgell t . 11he l'flyats 
(agl'ioillturists) wa.~ed l'i cb . and tried every dodge to 
cozen the king, llud defruud him of hiR r ovenues. If 
l'cquired to give to Govol'llment t he IIppal' crop £LS l'ent; 
they cult.ivatod ,'Dots, gro nud.nuts, sa.ffro n, etc., and 
broughL only the stalk::! and st.raw to the treasury; tlnd 
when, in t he following yea.r, the state officers wanted , 
the lower crop. they sowed rice, l':lgi, wheat, et.c. , and 
the tax-gatherer wa.~ obliglJd to be coutent with the 
str.tw. 'rho resul t of this state of tlUngs was emptiness 
of t he excheq ner. On Rama's ,'ctUl'll aud l'e3V)ratioll, 
he examined the t,l'€I3Sory, and llit upon RP. expedient 1'01' 

replolli~hing it. He sont for a grey pumpkin, took out 
the seeds, und, keeping one for himself, had t bo remaiuder 
boiled ill milk . Be then sent for all the rayata, gave 
each of them a seed, :10(1 told them that each raynt 
should pay a pumpkin as I'eut, At the time of the kist 
(pa.yment of I'oven ue) the I'Ryats ploaded that their seeds 
'vere useless , and, on Riilllfl showing them his own 
pumpkin, which had grow ll , offered to pay its weigh t in 
gold, But not until the myat pla.ced his wife'f\ tali in 
the scnle did the beam kick, and, in this manneI', all the 
gold ill the realm found its wny to the public treasury, 
As it w;~s the meaDS of their ruiu , the Vnkkaligas do 
Dot cultiva te the grey pumpkin, or taste it even at the 
present day, 

• tIld, AlI.t·" JU.1I4, 
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At a wedding among t,he Rajpfits of Nortll Arcot, the 
ma,l'riage booth must be made wit.h mango posts. 1~n d not 
with those of P/CUiI religioxa , and the bride and bridegroom 
must wnlk round i t seven times. These people assort 
that they a.re t l'110 K shat l"i)'as. who came south from 
Rii.jputiiua with the Muhalllmadau f1 1'mies,· In the malTl­
n.ge ceremony of t.he Vauniyans or Palli s (agl'icul tnrists). 
the first of the posts supporting the boot.h Ulust be cut 
from the . vanni (P 1'o$IIJl iR '~[li6:leJ'a ) . a. t1'ee whir.h tlwy 
hold in much l'e\'OI'<! nce beca use they believe lhnt t,he five 
.pn.ndn\'(\ princo!!.. \\'hl1 wel'e like t hemsejy(,s KshnLriyas, 
rlul'ing tho last yea,r of their wanderings. (leposited their 
arms in n. tree of this species, On the tree t,he :lrms 
tu rned into snnkes, and remained untouched till tll e 
owners' r eturn . * 'rbe P 1'Q.<iop ip tree is worshipped in 
01'(101' to obtain pardon from sins, suocess over enemies, 
!Llili the realisation of the devolee's wishes. Tbe Ja.l[,ris 
(Telugu fi shormen) ure divided int,o two elldogrunon~ 

sections called the }X'ople of Lhe twelve poles and the 
people of tllO eight, poles, according to the number of 
poles 01' posts nsed for tho mal'l'ing-e booths, Similar 
sections nre said to exist among the Pallis,t 

At" wedding ,mong tho J ogis (Talngu beggars), the 
marriage booth must contain twelve posts, and both brid tl 

and bl'idegroom must present foul' sheep and ten pots 
to tho Assembled guests, Should ei ther fa il . he or sbo 
I'eceives three blows on the hand, is fined three rupees. 
and has cowdung and water poured over the bead. Part 

• MIIIU!lI of the Nortb Afoot diltrict.. 
t Madm, Oe.,., Roporl, 1001. 
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ot the fiue goes to the hend of tho CaRte. and the rest is 
spent in liquor, with which the pa.rty make mel'I'Y.-

'rbl' milk-post, at. n wedding among the Okkiliyans 
(culti\"l),.tm 's) of Coimb'l tol'c, is made of tho mil k-hedge 
( Ellphorbht 'f1in~calli). to which ma.ngo leaves and a kan­
ka,nnm (wrist thread) Iwe ti ed.. To tho nHtl' l'inge post of 
the weaver Kaikolans n cloth dippfd in tu rmeric, in which 
pearls, cors.l , pieces or gold, and Dille kind :; of grain nre 
tied up, is. fi xed . A fOllr-auna piece, wrapped in a cloth, 
is t.ied to the milk-post of \,be Oeldes (navvie!). At a 
wedding among the Bill"i CheLLis (mel'Chants). who belong 
to the 1eft.hand fa ction , t hey arc not allowed to tie 
plantain troos to tht' posts of the wcdtling bouth with the 
troos touching the ground. If they do so, the ParniXft ns, 
,'{'ho belong to the right.hnnd section , cut them down. 
This custom is still oUBel'verI in some out,.of.the·wny 
villages. 

The mother of n ParaiYllll br ide, at Coimbatore, pillces 
seven rice cakes 0 11 the bridegroom's body, viz., on the 
head. above the shoulders, in the bend of the elbows, nnd 
in each hand . She t'f"moves all except thE- one au the 
head, and replaces t.hem Lhrp.e times, when the cake ou 
the head 1S removed with the others. A similar ceremony 
is performed on the bride. 

The 1'or6yao (CaURl'eSe fish erman) bridegroom places 
bis hands togeth ~r. and small rice cakes ar& placed on his 
body in the followin g positions: oue on tIaa head. two 
1\.bove tho shoulders, two iu the bends of the elbows, two 

• M .. d/u Ofllllli ~J/lrt. 190J. 
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in the knees, and four betweeD tIle fingera. Cakes are, in 
!ike maDner, placed on the bride's body. At a. Toreya. 
wedding cooked rice, white and coloured roo, yellow, 
black, and green, is placed in tr'ays, and waved before the 
contracting couple. "Phen nine lighted wiuks are placed 
in n t ray, and waved to avert the evil eye. Marriage, 
among the Toreyans, is always celebrated nt the house of 
the bridegroom, never at that of the bride, as there is a. 
legend that, tbere was ODce n, Rajab belongioK. to this 
caste, wb~se SOD was taken to the bouse of rus bride-elect, 
and there murdered, 

The marriage ceremony among the nomad K uravans 
merely consists in tying a thread soaked in turmeric 
rO'llud the brine's neck, feasting the relations , Imd pa.ying 
the bride-price.· The KlH'n.vans seem to be eveD more 
previous tha.n fathers who enter t heir iufa.nt SOD8 fOI' Ii 

popular house at a public school. Fol' their ch ildren are 
said to bu espoused even before they are born. '1\\'0 meu, 
who wish to have mal'riages between their children, say to 
ODe another: .. If your wife should have :\ girl nnd mine 
a boy (ot' vice versa). they must ma.!'ry." And, to bind 
themselves to this, they exchange tobacco, and the bride­
groom's father stands a carouse of arrack or toddy to the 
future brirle' s relations. But if, after the children ate 
grown up, a Brahman should pl'ouounce the omellB 
uupr<)pi ~ioUB. _marriage is not consummated , and the 
bride's pap back tho cost of the spirits used at 
the hen a marriage is arra.nged, a pot of 
water is placed be~re the couple, and a. grass called thuni 

13 
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(Oynodon Dactyion) put into the water. This is equal to 
a. binding oath between them.· Of this grass it is said 
in the Atharwo.na Veda.: "May this gr:iss, which. rose 
from the water of life. which has a hundred roots and a. 
handred stems. effaco a hundred of my SiDS, and prolong 
my existence ou earth for a. hundred year!:!." Writing 
concerning the KI1.rnvans. Mr . Francis says: t "Kumvss 
have usually been treated as being the same as the Yeru­
kalas But thoy do not intermarry or ea.t , 
together. The Kuravus arB said to tie a. piece of black 
thread soaked in tu rmeric wator round the bride's neck at 
weddings, while the Yl1t'ukalas use a necklace of black 
beads The (Kuravau) wi fe is appa.ren t.1y re­
gsrded as of small account, and, in a recent case in the 
Madras High Court. a husband stated that he had sold 
one of his wives for B.s. 21. 'rha marriage cel'emony 
consists merely in tying the thread soaked in turmeric 
round the womau's neck, feasting the relations, and 
paying the bride-price. Among the Kongu sub-division 
this latter can be paid by instRlments in the following 
manner. A K uram ca.n marry his sister's danghter. and, 
when ho gives his sister in marriuge, he oxpccts her to 

produce a bridl! for him. His sister's husband acco l'din),(ly 
pays Rs. 7} out of tho R;;. 60, of which t.he bl'ide-pl'ice 
oonsists at the weddillg itself, and B.s. 2* more each 
year until the ,woroan heal's a daughter." A Yer llkala 
ma.u can claim a gir1 in marriage for his son, when she 
attains a. mfwriageable age, by tying, with the consent 
of tho Berumanusan (hoa.dman), some money in her 

t Madra. Oenl1l1 Report, )001, 
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lather's cloth, or :It le:tSL givo no treat of toddy to the 
headman, the girl's father, and others, • 

At a Cherllman (agriculture SOI'f) wedding, the groom 
roceives from h1s brother·ill·law n. kerchief, which the 
giver ties round his Wllis t, nnd n. bangle which is placed 
on hi!ol arm. 1'ha bride recci ves n pAW tel' vessel from her 
brothel'. Next hel' cou~ in tics a 'kercruef round the 
groom's forehead, and sticks a betel.leflf io to it, trhe 
bride is tben lmoded over to the bridegl'oolU, - .A. Boya 
(1'olugu hemtol') bride, besides ha,villg a golden tali tied 
to her neck, has an iron I'ing fastened to her waist with 
a black String, and the bridegroom has the samtl.t A.n 
unusual item in tho mn.l'riage ceremony of the Mala.sars 
(forest tribe) of Coimbatol'e is the tying of an il'on ring to 
tllO bridegroom's wrist,t The tali is, among the Nattu­
kottai Cbettis V,raders) tied, not by tbo bridegroom, but 
by some old man who is the fat~el' of many children. 
During the ceremony, the bridegroom should inva.riably 
carryon his shoulder a. bag containing betel·leaoVt!s and 
lIutS. At a wedding among the jungle Kanikars of 
TravDJlco l'e, t bA bridegroom offers a cloth as a present 
to the bride's mother, besides oue to the bride; and a 
present of 5! ia.nams (coinS) in the case of a bride who 
has reached puberty, and 71 fanams in the case of II 

bride who has Dot, to the uncle or fa.ther-in-law, four 
chuckrnms ~aIJ ooins) of which go to the bride's 
father. A. silver tali is tied by the bl'idegroom himself 

• M4dru M6i1, 1899, 
t lIbnu~ at tho Norlh Aroot di.triet.. 
l 1d.6df". Cl'lnlO8 Roport, lQ01. 



in tho case of a girl of the lat,ter kind, and through his 
sister to on~ of the former. On the IllMriage day the 
feast is held at the bride's father's house, and on the 
next at the bl'idegroom's.-

'l'he chiof c81-emonies at a ma1'l'iagtl among the 
B5.vuris (basket. makers and enl'th.diggors) of Ganjam 
aro the tying of betel-leaf and nut in the cloths of the 
bridal pair, the throwing of rice over the shoulder of the 
bl'idegroom by the bride, and t,be adornmont of the bride 
with bangles. t U nuslla] items at a wedding among 
tho Kanda Darns (hill cul tivators ) of Vizagapatam are 
that the bridogroom is bathf!d in saffron wator,-and that 
tho tfLli is handed to him by fi ll old man.t 

In years gone by, mem bers of the Guna. V clama class 
('l'elugn cu lt,iva-tors), who were desirous of getLing 
marriod, had to a l' l 'flllge !lnd pay tho expenses of the 
marriage of two of the Palli (fisherman) caste, but now 
it, is regarded as sufficiont to hang up a not in tho hOllse 
during the time of the marriage ceremony, The custom 
had its origin in a logend that, generations ago, when all 
the mombers of tho caste wero in danger of being swept 
off the face of the ear th by their enemies, the Pallia 
came to the I'escne with their boavs, a.nd carried the 
Velamas to a place of safety. + 

A. custom calJed al'3.voni or aireni is described as 
being observed at weddings of Sudras in the Nellore 
itistrict_ Previous to the marriage da.y a. potter is ca.lled 

• M. lI .. tnu.nu Aiyla', India .. ReTieW', t9Oi, 
t Madra. ten'D' RepoH, 1901, 
1 He't', J, C(lin, Ind. Ant., Vlll, 1871}, 
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on to make from nine to twenty-one pots, the largest of 
which is about twelve feet in circumference, and the 
smallest a foot. These pots are painted outside with 
ornamantal designs. The bride's relatives take two or 
three plates full of rice, pulso, and cakes under a canopy, 
and offer them to the pots. The offering is taken by the 
poUer. The pots are then brought tQ the dwelling of the 
bride, and red coloured rice is whirled round each, to 
avert the. evil eye, and then thrown a.way. The pots 
are brought into the house, and ranged each upon a settle 
of paddy. Lights are kept burning Dear this day and 
night, and are not allowed to go out. The married 
couple repair to the pots and worship them, and repeat 
t.ho ceremony morning and evening for five days. Each 
morning and evening some matrOlJS take the smaner pots 
to a well onder a canopy, accompanied by music, nnd, 
after worshipping the well, they fill the pots with water, 
and bear them to the house. This water is for the bride 
and bridegroom to bathe with. Both morning and 
evening the bridal couple are seated upon a bedstead, 
and benedictury hymns are sung round them. - 1'he 
marriage ceremony among the Uppiliynns (salt workers) 
is unusual. The couple are ma.de to sit inside a wall 
made of piled-up wa.ter pots. 'l'be ends of their cloths 
a.re tied together, and then the women present pour the 
contents of some of tbe pots over them.t 

The Panta Reddi. (cultivatora) 01 the Te.1ugu country 
worship. at their marriages, the Ganga. idol, which 18 

• )f~III1f1.1 01 tho Nellol'O di.triot. t M&dnt.t Oe:uue lteport. 1901 • 
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kC}Jt in the custody of a washerman belonging to R ,.,.. 

t.icular section of the Tsaka.lis. On the 1Doruing ot the 
wedding day the rrs8.kali brings the idol, represented by 
a wooden head. aud deposits it in the room w1lere the 
araveni pots a.re kept. It is worsbippecl daily during 
the marriage ceremony, just beforo puja"is done to t6e 
pots. Towards evening on the fourth day, tho idol, 
together with a go.t .nd 8 kiivadi (bam?oo pole with 
ba.ak:eta 01 rico, cakes, betel leaves and nuts) is carried 
in proces!!ion to a. pond or temple. '1'ho '£swli, dressed 
up like a woman, heads the procession, and k.eeps on 
dancing and singing till the destination is reached. 'rho 
idol is placed inside a. rude tria.ngular hut made of tb,r~e 
sheaves of straw, and the articles brough.t-in the baskets 
are s.,pread before it. nO. the hea.p of rice small lumps 
of Hoar paste are placed, and these a.re made into lights 
by scooping out ca.vities, aud feeding the wicks with ghI. 
One of the ea.rs of the goat is then cut, and it is .brought 
nea.r the food. This done, the lights are extinguished, 
a.nd the assembly return home withont the least noise. 
'l'he washerman takes cnarge of the idol. and goes 'his 
... y. With the Pants Reddis of the .onthern ('llamil) 
districta, the details of the ceremony are somewhat 
different. The idol is taken in procession by the waahet­
Ill&D two or three day. before the marriage, and.he g<l<l8 

to every Heddi honse, aud receives a present of money. 
The idol is then set up in the verandah, and worShipped 
daily till the conclusion of the marriage ..... mony. 
Concerning the origin of the Ganga pnja the following 
legend iSll8.rrated. The Reddis "ho oame IOUf,h."..;;rha.il 
to erosa the SiIanathi, or peWifJing ri .... , and, if they 
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passed through the water, they would have become 
petrified. So one of the Reddi. took the party baok to a 
place caUed Dhonakonda, and, after worshipping Ganga, 
the head of the idol Wl\S cut ol!, and brought. to the 
river-bank. The wa.t.ers, like those of the Red Sea in the 
time of Pharoah, were divided. and the Reddis cros8~ 
on dry ground. 

To propitiate the ir ancestors, the Pllni Gollas 
(Telugu cp.ltivators) . on tho occasion of a marriage, go 
through an elaborate ceremonial called Ganga. pUj8, 
which was witnessed by Mr. K. Rangachari. Nine 
devices (muggu) are drawn on the floor af the caurt-yard 
by Madigas or Malas in five colaurs, viz., rice-flour 
(white), turmeric (yellow), tnrmeric and ohuniim (red), 
powdered leaves of Oa8s1:a a.uricfllala (green), and charred 
paddy hu. k (black). The.e pattern, repr .. ent • fotuB 
flower, pandal or booth, tridents, snakes, throne o.f Sakti. a 
hero and his wife, Rani's palaeo, offerings of food, and a 
female 6gure of-- Ganga. Of these the last is the moat 
elaborate (plate VI). People, especially boyB, are not 
allowed to witness the drawing of the devices, as the 
sight of the muggo. in prC'paration would bring on 
illness, especially to. bays nnd those of weak mind. 
Near the head af the figure af Ganga, an old bamboo 
bo" contAining metal idols, ..ropes, betel, flowers. and I. 

sword is placed. On its left side are set a bra.ss vessel 
representing Siva, three brass vessels (called. ~nalu 
or food-vess.ls), I\oppad with betel, a ,mall empty box 
tied u in & turmeric-dyed cloth callad BriimayY", I\Ild 
•• ". 11 fJie right .ide are an -'hen tray and 
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lamp. Near the leg' are plac¢ a bras, pot filled with 
wate!', 0. lump of foo ooloured red, and fra.nkincense. 
Food is piled up, in large and sma.ll conical .hOIiPS, and 
broom-sticks, bearing betel leaves, are placed on them. 
Tlle piija. commenced \vith waving of the ted food and 
incense. A fowl was then smoked over tAs vessel 
containing the incense, a.nd, after being wa.ved over tho. 
Ganga figure, its neck wa.'1 wrung. Cocoanuts and fruit 
were then offered. One of the men officiating at the 

• ceremonial, tying to his legs bells like those used by 
dancing-girls, became possessed by the spirit of a.n 
ancestor, sud cut himself with a. sword, whick was 
wrested. {I'om him, and placed on the figure. The bride­
groom t hen arrived, and seated himself by the feet of 
Ganga. He, too, becoming inspired, 'threw off his 
turbAn ana body-cloth, aud began to kick a.bout, while 
declaring that be was Kariyavala Raja (an ancestor). 
Gradunliy bcooming calm, he began to cry. Incense 
.. nd lights were then carried round the figure. and the 
bride and bridegroom were blessed by those assembled. 

Among the Velltir-nadu KaHans n. curious custom iB 
said to be follow.ed in the seventh month of a woman's 
pregnancy. Pa.tterns are drawn on her hack with rice 
flonr, and_ milk is poured over them. The husband's 
sister <\-ecorates a grinding stone in the same way, 
invokes blessings on the -woman, and expresses a. hope 
that she may ha.ve a ma.1e child as strong as a. sklna.-

Concerning a form of marriage between the living and 
the dead among the K3m.a.tis. if a man and woman have 

• lIa4nII OeIl.lU Report. 19t11. 
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• been living together nnn'the man dies, Ur. Hutchinson 
wri tes as, follows: • "The sad jute ligenos of her man's 
dea.th iB'CommunicatOO.to the'neigltbours ; n guru or prieet 

is summonetf, and the ceremony takeR place. According 
to a writer who QllCt! witnessed such a proceeding, the 
dead body of the man was placed against the outor lVall 
of the verandah of the Jiouse in S\ sitting poalm'o, attired 
like n bt'idogroom, and t he face and hanf'l s besmeared 
with turlJ1oric. '1' 110 woman Wf\S clothed hke a bride. 
and' . adorned with the usual t,insei Ol'llament ovor the 
face, \\'"hich, as WI')lJ as the arms, was daubed over with 
yellow .• Sbe sat opposite the dead body, aDd- spoke to it 
in light unmeaning wOt'ds, and then chewerl bits of dry 
oocoanut, ;.Iud sq uirted them on tho face of the doad mnn. 
This contu..lled' for hours, and nnt till near sunset was 
tha ceremony brollght to n. close. 'l'lwTl the bAad or tho 
oorpse was bathed, and covered with a. clot,h of silk, the 
face rubben ovel' with somp red powder, and'-o~tel leaves 
pla.ced in the. month. Now she might consider herself 
married, and the i{lnOcal PI'oCB;jsiou sta rted."'" At t he 
funeral of flll lIomar,:ied Toda gil'l , \V':hich J witnessed, 
t he cOrpse wa~ made. t.o bra t.lll·ough it. form of marriage 
C6,remony. A. small boyr three year:; old;' was selected 
from among the rdativA'! of the dead gil'i, and taken by 

his fa ther ill ~earch ar it. grass anrl the twi'g of a. shrub 
(S,Jplwra !Ilattca ), w'hich were brought to t he spot where 
the ,corpse was lying. Thb mother or the dead child 
then withdrew OD~ of its hands from the put.k.Uli (cloth) 
in w"hich it \vas wrapped, ana the boy 'Placed the grass - • 

• 0,. Nt. 
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and twig in the band, and limes, plantains, rice, jaggery I 
boney.comb and butter in the pocket of the putkUli, 
'IV hich was then stitched with needle and tbread. The 
boy's father then took off his son's putkiili, a.nd covered 
him with it from head to foot. Thus oovered, the boy 
remained outside the hut till the morning of the morrow, 
~I\tched t.hrough. the night by near rel(1tives of himself 
and his~ead bride. Wben an unmarried member of t he 
Vaniyan or Onti-eddu Giiuiga (Canarese oil;presser!:l) 
oommunities dies , a. mock. mantage ceremony is performed, 
and the corpse i 6d~rater1. with a wreath of arks (Caiotrop':s 
gigan1ef!) fiow61" -.Among the Maravars, if the parLies 
are too poor to afford a.1l the ri tes and entertainment!'!, 
the tying of the tali is alone performed at .. first, a.u,] the 
man and wOlDan begiq to cohabit forthwith. But t,he. 
9Lber ceremonie3\ilu.ust be performed at some time, or, 
as the phrase goes, " the defect must be cured, II Some­
times the ancinal'Y ceremonies will take pla.oe after the 
wifp' h1m borne three aI' four ohildren, And, should the 
!ausband happen to die before he can affon\. to oure the 
defect .. h.is fri ends and relations will at l>ncp borrow 
mo-ney, alJd the .w.arriage "'ill be duly completed 'n tho 

• • pr sence and on behillf of .. t.he corpse, which muet be placed 
on one seat with the woman, und be mada to repre­
sent a. bridagl'oom, The tali is then taken off, and the 
widow is free tQ mal'ry agniu,~ In Malabar n.n unmarried 
woman cSnnotr be t;.remated until the tali hap, been tied 
r:,ouud 1 he ~e*ck of the corpse, whi le it lies on the funeral 
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pyre by some relatioD. The following hOl'l'ib le rite baS 
been described by the Abbe Dubois as exigtiog among 
the "Nambutjri Brahllll\ns. U Observa.nt Nambudrii 
mOI'em quam p.oavissilllUID t.urpissimumque. Apud h08 
immaturro adhnc Ilul)uut plerumque pueUre. 8i Jorte 
mortua fuerit virgo, apud quam exstiterint jam pube.rtatis 
indicia, more gentiJi qUAsi religio est in cadaver ejns 
exercendulll esse stupruOl monstr'uosnm. Necesstl est 
igitur m~l'c(;lde conducaut parentes qui tam ObSC!llDi 
conjugii mUllers fungi velit, qoo omissb sibi qunsi 
maculam hoorere existironnt propinqui." But Mr. 1', A. 
Ka.lyanakrisbna Aiyar, \V-riting 1'6c6ntly," stated that he 
hELd had tho adva.ntag~f a.u interview with the greatest 
living authority among t4-e ; N;~bijt~i!J, on their customs 
and observa.nce~, who aSSured him lJiat not only did the 
custom not esi3t at the present dny, but thuro was not 
the slightest vestige of any tradition thot it ever existed 
among them at any time. 

In bygone days there .. vas, in Coorg, a. custom of 
so·called cloth marri1t.gtls. "In these," F. Kittel writes t 
.. flo man gave a cloth to a gi rl, and she, 8,!Jcopting it, 
beca.m.e..his wife without any fUl'ther ceremonies. He 
might dhmis8 her at any tllme without bei~ under 
the least obligatiOn of prov iding either for her or the 
children born during the connection. 'J'hfl costom was 
abolished by one of the 'LingfLyat R~jas, who, being un· 
able to obta.in as mnny girls for his harem as he wished. 
from wanton selfishness put a. stop to it." 

• Kalabu- Q_rt. Heriew. J 1902. t hid. All~ .• 11, lI)7lJ. 
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I pass au t.o the custow of polym::dry. As an ex­
ample of fJuasi-polyandry, the Tott.iyoU8 0 1' KalDbaJattars 
(Telugu cultivat.ors) may be cited. When a IUMriage bas 
been I\greed to. two booths flro orected outside t.he village, 
aod ciacked. with !cl'lves of thl-) pongu t ,'oe. In each of them 
is placed a bullock-saddle, and upon these thu bride and 
briaegroolll al'e Seftled while the reiatiCtus al'o marshalled 

and addressed by tho priest. Arter marritloge it is CU9-

tomar,Y [01' the women to cohabit widl thei .. ~usband'8 
brothers and beu l' relatives, find witl! t hei,' uncles ; and,80 

far fT'om any di sgra.ce :l,ttaching- to them in consequence, 

their priests compel "bern to keep uiJ tbe custom if by OI.ny 
ch:lll ce they are unwilling. - Among tbe Kappiliyanill 
(Canal'ese cultivato rs) who h,n'e seWed . in the 'ra.mi) 
Coulltry. it is said t,o btl permissible for :~ womw to 
cohabit with he r uI'otlters-in-law, without thertlby suffer. 
ing any socia.l (l egl'adu tion. Ono uf the customs of the 

waste I'D KallrLn8 is Rpccially curious. It cOllstantly 
ha.ppens that a woman is tho wife of ten, eight, six, or two 
husbands, who are held to be the fath tl rs joiutly and 

s6verlllly of ~y childl'en that may be born of hur body. 
and, when the chilth'cn g ,'ow up, they will call themselves 
tb ~ chilti_ren not of ten, Lut of eight and two fathers. This 

-is probably to a.void meutiooing the Dumber teo , wbich is 
inauspicious. 

Concerning the system of polyandl'Y, aa carried out by 
the 'roons of the NilgiriH, Dr. Rivera wl'ites as follows.t 

"The 'rodas.hnve long ooon noted as n po~yandl'ou.s people. 

t Jilin. No. 117, 19OJ. 
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and the institution of polyandry i~ still in full working 
order among them, When the girl becomes the \V ift! of 
a boy, it is usually understood that she becomes 11 1so the 
wile of his brothers. In nea.r'ly every cllse at the Vl'esent 
t,ime, and iu recent gen€l'!ttiollS, t. be hnsb<l.uds of a woman 
a re owu hl'others. In a few cases, thougb not, bl'othel's, 
they a l'o of tbe same clan. V{ll'Y rarely do they belong 
to different clans. One of tho most mt.ercsting featu res 
of 'roda polyand,'Y is 'he method by which it is 
8.r1'a.uged 'who shall be mgal'ded as the father of a child. 
~'oJ' all sOCIal a1ld legal pm'poses, tlw fat ller of IL child is 
the lUllD who perfo rlDs a cCl'tltin ceremony about the 
sevtmLh month of pregnancy, iu which an imitalion 
bow aud arl'ow al'C given to the woman. 'Vhell the 
husbands al'e own brothl.:lrs.lhe cidcst bl'o~hcr us uaUy 
givl.:ls the bow <Llld al'l'OW, and is Lhe fathol' of the child, 
though, so long IlS the brothel's live togctiJer. the other 
brothers are also I'egarded as fathers. ·It is in the cases 
in which the husbands a.re uot. own brothers that I.he 
ceremony hecomes of real social impor ta.nce, In these 
cases it is arranged that one of the husoands fS hall give 
the bow and anow. and this man .is the father. tloL 
only of t he child born shortly afterwal'ds, but I-I lso of 
aU succeeding children, till another husband performs 
the essential ceremony. Fatherhood is deterwined 80 
a.bsolutely by this cel'emony that a mau who hal:! been 
dead for several years is regarded a8 the father of any 
children borne by lli s widow, if lIO other man has given 
the bo~ and arrow. There is no doubt that! m former 
times, tDe polya.ndry of the Todas \'-a's associated with 
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femalo infa.nt icide, Rood it is proba.ble that the Jatool' 
cust.om still exists to some pxtcut, though strenuously 
denied. There is reason to believe that women j j.('6 now 
mOl'p plentiful than fo rmerly, thougb they are stilll1l a 

distinct minority. Any increase, however, in the number' 

of womelL does not appcfII' to have led to any great 
diminution of polynndrous marriages, bllt polyandl'Y is 
often combined with polygyny. Two Ot' more brothers 
may have two OJ' mora wives in comffinn . • I n slich 
marria.ges, however, it seems t.Q be 11 growing cHstom that 
one brother should give t he bow and afrow t.o one wife, 

a.nd anot,hel' bro thel' t,o anot/her wife. I t seems possible 
that Lht: 'l'onas ~rl:' moving fl 'om pOlyandry to poiygyny 

through n.u iu termcaiattl stage of combint'd polyandry 
and polygyny. U 

In the coremony referred to by Dr, Rivers, uccol'ding 
to the account given to me by several independent ' 
witneRses, th~ 'rodn woman proceeds, accomparu6d. by 
members of the tribe, on 0. new moon day in the fifth or 
seventh month of her pregnancy, to a shola (grove), where 
she sits wi th t.he ma.n who is to become the fst.ber of her 
child llear a. kiaz ,tree (.&~geni(l, Arnottiana), i lLe man 
asks t.lle father of the woman if he may bring the bow. 
and, on obtain ing bis consent, goes in Rea.rch of a shrub 
(&phora glanca) , from 8 twig of which he makes n mimic 
bow, The arrow is represented by a blade of graBS 
called n81'k, Meanwhile a trianJ(ular nicbe has been cut 
in the kiaz tree. ill which a lighted lamp is pltl ce~, 1.l he 
woman seats hel'self in front of tbe 1amv. and, on the l'etDl'1l 
altha man. ask.s thrice I. W"hoBe bow is it"? Or .. WJu,tia 
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it?" meaning to whom, or to which IDe,nd does the child 
belong? The answer varies according to the group of 
mands wruch is concerned. Those, for example, who 
belong to the school maud grollp say Pulkoroff, aud those 
who belong to the 'farnii.d mn.nd say Purzest.hi. The 
bow and arrow Ilre handed to tbe woman, who raises them 
to her head, touches her forehead with them, and places 
them near the tree. From this moment the IJ\wfnl 
husband oj the child is the man from whom she has 
received the bow and arrow. He places on the ground 
I'It the foot of the tl'CO some ri ce, various kinds of grain, 
chillies, jag~ery, and salt tied in a clotb. All those 
presElnt then leave, except the man and woman, who 
remR.ln near t.he tree till about six- o'clock in the evening, 
when t hey return to the mand. "rll!) time is determined, 
in U1A vicinity of Ootacamund, by the opening of the 
flowers of (Enothe~'a tett'ap let a, a garden escape called 
by the Todas at'U mrmi puff (six o'clock flower), wbich 
opens towa.rds evening, 

A few yea.rs a.go (1902) the Todas, in f\. petition to 
Government, prayed fol' speoio.l legis lation to legllliBe 
~l)eil' marriages on the )}nes of the Mnla.bat· Marl'iage Act, 
The GoverOIiHmt was of opinion thn.t legislntion is nt 
p,resent unnec~sllry, nnd t,hat it is opell to such of the 
Todas tiS a.re willing to sign the declnmt,ion pro30ribed 
by section 10 of the 'Marriage Act, III o[ 1872, to 
contract legal Ularl'ing~s under the provision of lhf!ot 
Aot. rrhe Treasury Deputy Colleotor of the Nilgiris was 
appointed Registrar of '.roda Marriages. No marriage 
bas been registered up to tho present time, becanse, I 
o.m informed, the Act requires a declara.tion of being 
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unmarried, which cannot be made by a 'roda. ~'ho bas 
gone through n form. of mll rriage according to Toda. rites, 
and whose marriage 1,3.S not been formally dissolved. 

The custom of fraternal polyandry is said to still 
survive among t.hs Tij"ans (toddy tappers) in a few 
t..alliks of Malabar, but to bn dying Oll t . After he bns 
married his elder brother's wife, a man cnn marry 11&-ain, 
nnd have a wife for himself. Property, however, 
devolves through the ddest brother's wife. A gi r l will not 
be given to an only .'Ion, fO I', they say It ."There is t,hc 
good ? He mn.y die, nnd she wiil have notbillg. The morc 
brothel'S, the hc:Uer the nHtLcb." · 1 am t.aIr1 that the 
Tiyan Wl)man Bleeps ill a room, and her husbands QutRiu tl. 

Wllen one of t,bern is e ngaged with hel' , a knife is 

pl ac(,.,<j ou. t.he door·frnme as a. signal that eutr:mce int.o 

the room is forbidden to the othar husbands. 

In Ceylon the childron of polyalHlrous marriages 
acknowledged Ill! t110 husbands of I,heil' mothoJ' as the ir 
fa tbers, ca1Jing them, like the N nmbiitil·j Brahman, Tiy8.!l, 

and Nayat" great. fat.bel', littlf' fathel', etc. It is recorded 
of A. certain highla1ld chieftain ill Ceylon that, in speaking' 

of t.he insolent behav iour of a certain la.d towards him, 
he remllrke(J : , 4 He bellaves thll.~ to me IVJlO am Doe 

of his fathers. "t And a na.tive o~ Ceylon, speaking 
contemptllouHly of the inbllhitant,g of a village in 
which ProfesRor Baeckel was staying, spoke as follows. 
H Their reprobate nature is not to be wondered at, 

For these lo\'? countl'J' people Im,ve a lwnys had a number 
• L 

• 11' . FRWOI)tt, lhdnl }.lUI. llnll., NS. 

t PlIopen 011 the aUltoln af Pol1ondrl aa praou.ed in 0'1101:1. 
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of lath."!! and: .. they ;oher;t all the bad quam;e. 
of so many fathers. it is only natural that they should 
grow worse and worse.". 

Among the jungle Kurumbas of the Nilgiris it is said 
to be the custom for S6 \'fll'nl brothers to take one wife in 

common, aQd they do not.object to their women being open 
to others also.t In the Madras Cells ils Report, 1891, ¥r. 
H . .A. Stuar't states that he is "iuforml:'d that polyandry 
of the fra~el'Dal type exists among thfl Panta sub-division 
of (be Reddis, but, the statement requirps ve ri fication ." 
I have been unable to establisb the existence of the 
custom, beliof in which seems to have boon based on the 
fact that, among the Redcli sub-division of tbe Yaniidis, 
who are employed hy Pallta Reddis as domtlstic sOI'vants. 
if n. womnn's husband dies, aba.lHlons or divorces her, she 

mny marry bis bl·othel'. 1'he Kanianns (astl'o1ogers) of 
Malabar admit that polyandry of tbe fraternal type was 
formel']Y common among them, but this has now died 
out.: [t iii gellel'aUy believed that fratemnl polyandry 
once pl'eva.iled among the Kl'ishnavakkakars of Travan· 
core, and even to-duy a widow may bo taken as n. wife by 
a brother of the decea.ged husband, even tbough he is 
younger than herself. ISRue. thuB procl'eated, is the 
legitimate issue of the dtlCcased, and p.r.quil'es full right 
of inheritance to his property.§ _ 

Of the fraternal form of polyandry in MI~ll:lbar. 

Bartolomeo \vrites n t hat U on the coast of Malabar, a 

• lIaeokel. A vi_it t.o Ce,loD, ISBa. • A. Raja" Bllhadur Mod,liar , 'w8. 
l Maar ... OeD~n_ .&eport, 1891. § N. Subno.mani lyer, !lS. 

N Voyage 1.0 tho E".t lndletl, 177ti-89. 

16 
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custom prevai ls, in the caste to which the hraziers belong, 
that the eldest, brother alone marries ; but the rest, when 
he i~ absent, supply his place with their sister-in-law." 

Of polyandry as practised by the Kammalans (artisans) 
of Mala.bar, I learn that, when a marriage is thought of, 
the vi llage astrologer is SUUllUoned, and the horoscopes 
of ~he cOlJtracting parties arc consulted. It. is sufficient 
if the horoscope of one of the sons agrees with tlu\ t of the 
girl. On the weddiug day the bride and bridegrooms 
sit in It row, and the girl's pal'6uts give them frui ts and 
sugar. A feast is then held, and a priest of the Kam­
maiaus takes some milk in II. ve8sel, a.nd pours it lUto the 
mouths of the bride and bridegrooms, who are soutod in a. 
row. the eldest Oll the l·jght., tho others i ll ord~r ofsen iol'ity, 
a.nd lastly tue bride. During the nuptials the paren ts of 
t be bride bave to present a wat()l'-ves),!e l. lamp. ea.ting­
disb. cooking vp-asel, spittoon, and a vesse l for ura.wing 
watel' fr(lm tLe well. Tho oldest brother cohabits with 
th~ b ride on the wedding day , ana special days are set 
a.part for each brother . There seems to be 0. belief 
a.mong the Kalnl)]iilan women t hat, the mor~ basballds 
lihey have. tbe g ,'eate l' will bo thoir IlflPIJi ut'ss . If one 
of the brothers, 011 the gronnd of incompntibili ty of 
temper, brings a UfHV" wife, she is privil f:'ged I'll cohabit 
lVith the other LrotbOI'f:!. I n some C8.'4es a. g irl will have 
brother s. ranging in age from twcnty-fivtl to five, whom 
Bhe has to rogard ashor husbands: so that,' by t.he time 
the youngest. brot.ht:I' reaches pubert.y, she rutty be over 
thirty, and the young mnn hns to perform the dnti(>B of 
1\ husba.ud with a wifo who is twice his age, PolY&Ddry 
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il:l said to be most pl"c I'nlent among tIle blacksmit.hs, who 
lea.d the most precadous existence, and have to observe 
the strictest economy. * The Kanisans, or astt-ologers of 
the west cMst, Mr. Logn.1l wl'iles,'< t like the Pimdava 
brothers, as th~y pl'oudl,)' point out, lIsed fOl'lIl er ly to 
have oue wife in common among several bl'others, aud 
thi s custom is still observed by some of thp.lU." The 
custom among the Karaikkii.t. Vellalas (Tamil cultivatot·s) 
,weol'd ing to which wives are accustomed to gra.nt the 
last fssolll' to their 1.usbaud'g relations , is, it hus been 
suggested, a HU\'\'i\'al of fraternal polyandry.: 

1n illustration of tho custom of polyandry amoDg 
the Nayars of Mu.Jabur ill bygone days, the foll owing 
extracts may be quoted :-

"On the continent of India.," itia I'Aco rded in Ellis' 
edition of t he Ruml, H polyandry is still said to 10 PI'Se. 
ti sed in 01'1s9a, and among particular tribes in othel' parts. 
In MaloyA.lam, as is well kuowu, the vision of Plato in 
his ideal republic is more comple~ely realised, the women 
among the Nayarsnot being 1'9st,ricted to family or number, 
but, after she has been consecrated by the usual rites 
befol'e the nuptial fire, in whioh ceremony any indifferent 
perBon may officiate as the re pl'tlsent,!l.tive of her husband, 
being in her intercoul'se witb the other sex only restrained 
by her inclinationsj provided that the male with whom 
she associates be of o.n equal 01' supel'iol' tribe. But it 
must be stat·ed, for the glory of tho female chara.cter , 

• S. '\PJl"d(Jrl.i ]yer, MS. t Malabnr "lUIuN. 
~ l1ao.u~1 ct the M~utll. dilmct, 
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that...! notwithstanding the Intitude Ihu~ given to the 
NtiyaLtis, sud t~at tbey a.re thus left to the guida.nce of 
their own free will and the play or their own fancy (which 
in othol' couutl'ics ha.s not nlwaYd been found the most 
efficient check on the oonduct of eitbet' sex), it rarely 
Imppens that Lhey cohabit wit.h more than ODe person at 
tho same time. "\Vhen6vor the existing connexion il! 
broken, whether from incompatibility of temper. disgust, 
caprice, or alJ.y of the tllou8!Uld vexations by which, from 
tho frai lty of na.tJure, rloml'stic happiness is lia.ble to be 
disturbed, the woman Books another lover, the mau 
another mist.'ess. But it, mostly hnppens thnt the bond 
of joiut paternity is hero, os e)sewhel'e, Lon strong to 
be shaken off; and t.hlll, the uninfluenced aud ullinter­
est~d union of 10\'e. wh€'11 formed in youth, continues 
C\'(Jn in the decline of ago." 

W"iting in the latter 1l<l1I of the eighteenth century, 
Grost)· says that" it is among the Nairs tbat principally 
p .. ovai ls the SlJ'il.uge custom of one \Vif~ being cowman 
to 0. number; in which point tho gl-eat power of custom 
is saen (,'am its rDl'e ly or ne\'e l' producing Silly jealousies 
or quarrels among the co·tenants of the same \Vomnn. 
Their number is not so much limited by any specific law 
as by n kind of tacit convention. it scarce ever happening 
that it exceeds six or sevell . 'rhe WOID8Jl, however, is 
under no obligAtion to admit above a single attachment, 
t.hough not less I'espected for using her privilege to its 
.utmost extent. If oue of t.he husbands happens to come 

.. ,',..,,1, to Ih .. &.,~ I II.:li~. 
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to the house wht'Q she is employed with another . he kUO\vs 
that oircumstance by certain signals leCt at the door that 
"iis t urn is lIot come, and d.eparts vary resignedly." 
\V riting a.bout the SRlUe t i lDO, Sonuerat - suys that" these 
nra.hmans do not marry, but have the IJl'ivilege ot oujoy­
iug all the Ne.ll'esses. This privilege the VOl'tuguesl:l, 
who W61'e esteemed as 1\, gl'6at easts, obt.a.illtld and pre­
~er vt:d. till tht'ir d l'unkenness l~lId dtlbauchol'Y betrayed 
tnem into a commcrc~ with all sorts of women, 1'h6 
follolVing right is established by the customs of the 
country. A woman without 81m.me may abandon herself 
to all men who are no t of an inferior castEl to ber own, 
because the cLildrau (notwithstanding what Mr, De Vol­

ta.ire says) do Dot belong to Ihe fatller, but to the mot,her's 
brothel' j thtly become his legitimnto la-:irs at his birth, 
ovon of the crown if Ite is kiug." In his' Voyages and 
'fravels ' KE"l'r writes us follow s : t "By the laws of their 
country these NaYl'os t:allIlOt, warry, so that no oue has 
allY cer tain 01' flCkllowlodgccl sou 01' father j all Lheir 
children being born o[ ullstresSl't:i, with elloh of whom 
three or four NaYl'es' cohabit by ngreement a.mong them­
selves, Each one of this cofraternity dwells a da.y iu his 
turn wit.b t·ho joint mist.l'esij, counting from noon of one 
day to the same tilDe of tbo lICxl, after which ho departs, 
a.nd another COllles for the like time. 'fhus thoy spend 
their tiwe witbouL the ca,I'e or trouble of wives and 

• Voy. to the r. .. t lodio., 171' ud 1781. 

t R. Jrerr, QeIlCr&1 Uiatoty aDd C<llloctioll of VO),,"8et1 -.nd 'r""",1., 1811 , 
ohe pteT V I, !:lido", ..,f the UillCOyerll1t1d ConqD~t of lod;' b,!.he Portllgu...­
bet,_"U tb. Y"~' 14Q7 lind 1621 : from tI •• ori(tinal PortllK"'\IlIII {of !:Ietmao Lupet 
d. c..t..Ded ... 
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ohildren, yet waintaiu their rni stresse~ well according 
to their rank. Any one Jllay forsake his mistress at his 
pleasl!f6 ; and, iu like manner , the mistr.<Jss mny refuse 
admitta.nce to auy Que of hel' lovers whell ahe pleases. 
'l'hese mistresses arc all gontlowom6n of the Nn.jrre caste, 
and the Nayrcs, besides being prohibited from marrying. 
must Dot attach lb t: wsel ves to any woman of a diOe l'ont 
I'auk. Considering that, t hc!'o ;1,1 '13 always several mon 
attached to one woma ll, tho Nayl'os never look upon any 
of the children born of their mistresses as belonging to 
thorn, howevt'I' strong a resomblance may subsist, and 
all inhel' ilanc('s amotlg I,Le Nnyl'os go to thei r hl'others, 
or Lho sous of t,heir i;i 5 t.e ,, ~ , born of the same mothe:'s, all 
relationship beiltg counted only bj' ff'lrmla consang uinity 
a ud descent . This stl'aDge law }J rohi bi tiog marriage was 
estab lished j,hat they might ha vc naither wives n Of 

bildl'en Oil wuom to fix Lheir love and attach ment : and 
that, being free fro m all family cart-S, they migb t be 
more willingly devote themsf>lves eJlt.il'ely to warlike 
service," The terlU son of ten fathers is used as a term 
of abuse fl. Ulong 1'ayars to this da.y.- T ipO :::lultn.u is :mid 
to have issued the followi ng proclamation to the Na.yars, 
on the occasion of Ilia visit to Calicut in] 78.3 . " And, since 
it is It practice with you for one womau to associa.te . with 
ten men, aud you leave your motilars and sisters un­
constrained in thoir obscene pra.ctices, and are thence l~U 
born in adult.ery, and Hre more shameless in your con.nec­
tions tha.n the beasts of the field ; I hereby require you to 
forsake these sinful practice~. and live like the fest of 

• Wigra1nJ Mal&b6r Law and ClUtom. Ed. 1900. 
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mankind.')· As to the existence or non~existence of what 
has been called an expansive form of polyandry, whioh 
assumes as a postulate that the wisest child cannot be 
expected to know its own father. and tbnt 8. man's heir­
at-law is his sist.e r's son, I must call recent writers into 
the witness box The Rev. S. Mllteer, Mr F. Fawcett 
writes, t "informed me ten years ago- he was speaking 
of polyandry among the Nil.j8I'B of rl' rnv~llcorc-that he 
had I known an instance of six brothers keeping two 
women, four husba.nds to one, and two to the other. lu 
a ca.se ""hel'e two br()ther~ cohabited with one woman, 
and one was converted to Christ,ianity. the other brother 
was indignant at the Christian's refusal to live sny longer 
in this condition.' I have not known an admittpd instance 
of polyandry amongst the Naya.r" of Malabar at the 
prE-sent day, but there is no doubt that , if it d083 rIot exist 
now (and I t,hink i t does hel'tl and there) , it c81·tain ly dlt), 
not long ago." Mr. flopnl Panikkar says : that Uta 
enforce thi s social edict upon the NairEl, t,he BI'ii.hrnans 
made use of the powerful \\'enpoll of their ari stocratic 
ascendancy in tb.(I cOlln t ry. and the Nail'S r'elldily sub­
mit lj1d to the Brahman ,<;npremaey. Thus it came about 
that the custom of cOIJClrhiD6ge so f,'eely indulged in by 
the Bdihmans with Nair women obtained such firlU bold 
upon the country that it has only been 8trongt.h~ned by 
the lapse of time. At t he present day thel'e are faruil ietlJ 

especially ill the intel'ior of t.he district , 'who look upon 

I T. A. Ka1,IDu,kTi.bn. AI, IJ', l4 u.IAbA.t Quart, Review, II , l\lOd, 
t Ma1ru !lu,enw 1rnll., lll, 1001. 
t .. ,.bar IUId it. Folk, 1900. 
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it as an h.onout't.o be thus uT1ited with Brahmans. But 
a reaction + has begun to take place against this fooling; 
and Brahman alliances are invariably looked down upon 
in respectable Nair tftl'\\'ads.· This reactionary feeling 
took shape iu the 'Mnlalmr Marriage A.ct." And Mr. 
Justice K . NH,rayaua Marar says : t .. there is nflthing 
strange or to be ashamed of in the fact that, the Nil.y8.l's 
were originally of a stock tbn-t practised polyandry, nor 
if the practice continued till recently. Ha.milton in his 
• Account of the i!:ast, Indies' aod Buchanan in hiB 
< J ourney' say that, among the Nn.yars of Malnbat', a. 
woman has severnl husbands, but these arc not brothel'S. 
'1'h88e trlJ,vellcn~ came to lfalabal' in the eighteenth and 
the beginuing of nineteenth centlJries. There is no reason 
whnteve l' to suppose that they were not just recording 
what they saw. For I am not quite sure whether, even 
now. the pl'flctice is not lurking in some remote nooks 
and corners of the count"y." LastJy. Mr. Wigl'am 
writes as follows:: <I l.Jolyaudry ma.y now be said to 
be dead. and, although the issue of a Nayar marriage 
are still children of t.hoil' mother rather than of t.heir 
fath er, mo,lTinge ma.y be defined w; n ~out'l'act ba.sed 
on mut ual cORsent, ~nd dissoluble at will. I t ha.s boon 
well sa.id (by Mr. Logan) that nowhere is t he marriage 
tie, albeit informal, more rigidly obse r-ved or respected 
than it is in Ma.laba.r: nowhere is it more jealously 
guarded, or its"Deglect more saVAgely avenged." 

• Tarwad : a Mar u!I1II.lIl1Btlynm f.mily CIOluiltinl( of . 11 the dlltoeDdiuI~ il1 
~be fena.leli lle of abe oomman fomllll Intellor. 

t )talabill' Q'ur.rt" R"viow, No.1, 1902. 
t Malabar .... '" I nd On, tom, 1882. 
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RefertlDce may be here appropriately made to the 
curious ceremony called l'ali.kettu.kalyanam ! ta.1i~1 yi ng 
marriage), 01' mock marriage ceremony wbich evel'y girl 
in a Nayar tarwnd goes thl·uugh while sti ll a child. For ... n 
account of this ceremony I must resort too Mr. K . R. 
Kt'ishna Menon's evidenoe beCol'e tho Malabar Marriage 
Commission, · ,. The 'l'Ali~k att, u.kalyil.Unm is somewhat 
onalogous to what n de\'a~dn si (dancing girl attached to 
temples) of other countries (distl'ictsJ nndal'goes before 
she begins hel' profession. Among royal families, nnd 
those of certain Edaprabhus, a Kshatriyn, and among the 
Charne. sect a Nt!dungadi iR invited to the git'l'ti house 
a.t an auspicious how' appointed for the purpose, and, in 
the presence of friends and castemen, ties a tali round her 
lH.:Ick, and goes away afte l' roceiviu,C{ fL cel'taiu fee for his 
kouble. Amollg !.he othel' secUl, tho h01'oscope of the girJ 
is examined along with those of her 6nang&.n (II recognised 
membe!' of one's own class) families, and the boy whose 
horoscope is found t.o ngroe with hers is marked out as n. 

fit person to tie t.he tiili, and a day is fixed for the tali. tying 
ceremony bY,the e.stl'ologer, and information given to t.he 
ktu·8.Dtl.van (senior male in a tal'wad) of the boy's family. 
On the appointed day tll6 boy i~ illvited to a house ncar 
that of the girl, where he is fed, with his friends, by the 
head oftbe girl's family. 'rhe feast is called ayaniiinu, 
and the boy is thenceforth called mnnaviilan or pillai 
(bridegroom). From the houae in which the manavruan 
is entertained a procession is formed, proeeded by men 
with awords and shields sllouting a kind of war~cry. lit 

• Report of tJa, 1II"'.r Xlarriare COl:Dmi"iOJl, 1894, 
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the meantime a process ion s tarts from t116 girl's house, 
with similar lIlen and cries, and headed by a member of 
her tar\\'ad, to m('ct the other pl'ooos~ion, and, after 
meeting the manavft.lnn, he escorts him to the girl's 
house. After entering t.ho booth erected for the purpose, 
he is conducted to a seat of bonour, and his feet are 
wnshed by the brother of the girl, who )'eCeiV6s a. pai r of 
cloths. TIle manava]an is then taken to the centre of the 
booth. wh ere bamboo Innts, carp&ts, and white cloths are 
8pl'ead, and SMt.eO there. The brother of the girl tLt'n 
carries her fr'om inside the hOllse, and, after going ronnd 
the booth three times, places her at the left side of the 
manavfilan. The fat.hor of the gil'! then present.s Dew 

clot,hs tied in a kambli (blanket) to t he pail', and with 
this new cloth (calli~d manthmvadi), they cha.nge tbeir 
dress, The wife of th t:! karnavan of the girl's tarwad, if 
she be of the same casiR, then decorutes the girl by 
putting on a nklels. etc, The purohit (officiating pl·jest) 
cfl lled Elayath (8. low cla~s of Bra.hmans) then gives 
the tilli to the manavalan. and the family astrologol' 
ahouts rnuburthalll (auspicious hour), and tho man&.-­
vfl.lan, -putting his sword on the lap, ties the tali 
rou ll d th6 neck of the girl, who is then l'equiretl to hold 
an IU'row fiDel a looki ng glass iu her haud. In rich. 
fllmilies A Drab tHani sings certain songs intended t{) 

bles~ t,ha couple, In ordinary famili e>!. WIlD cannot. 
procure ber prosence, a Niiyat·, versed in song!:!, p6l'fol'1ll's 
tl1e ollice. The boy and gi rl arf' then carried byenangans 
to a. decoratOO apartment in the inner part of t he house, 
where they are requi l'ed to rema.in under a Bort'of polll1tion 
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for three days. On t he fourth day they bathe in some 
neighbouring tank or river, holdin~ each oth~r's bands. 
After changing their clo~lJs, t,hey corne horne, preceded by 
a procession. 'rom. toms (native W'UlllS) and eltlphant8 
uBually fo rm pm't of the proce~sioll, and saffron water 
is 8prinkled. When they Clime homo, all the doors of lobe 
house are shut., and the ma.n&vfl.lau is l'equil'ed to force 
tbem open, He then enters the house, and takes his 
sea.t ill the Ho rthern wing thereof. TlLe a.unt. a.nd fema.le 
fri ends of the girl tht)u approach, and give sweetmeats to 
the couple. The girl then sel'ves food to the boy, a.nd, 
a.fter taking their meal together fl'om the Hame leaf, 
they proceed to the booth, w here a cloth is seveI'ed into 
two parts, a.nd each Pfl1't given to the mllnaviila.n a.nd girl 
separately in tht! presence of enaugans and friends, The 
severing of the cloth is s upposed to cons titute ,I, divorce." 
Several vn riatioDs of the rite as practised prevail ill 
different localitios, and it is said that, when the family 
is POOl', a bridegroom is sometimes dis pensed with 
altogether. The girl' s motber ma.kes au ldol of clay, 
adol'lls it with flowers, and in \'csts her daughter wjth the 
tAli in t~e presence of th ~ idol. This would seum to be 
an almost exact COUl1 teI'IAI.J't of tho cO[l!:Jeclcttion of 
tho east coast diiv3-dasi to her profession as a temple 
prostitute. 'rhe opinion was expressed by Mr. (1I0W 

Sir Heluy) Wint.erbotham, one of the Malabar M~l'riage 
Commissioners, that the BI'li.bman tali-t.ier was a relic of 
the time when the Nambfitil·is were eutitled to the first 
fruits, and it wa.s considered the high privilege oi every 
Nayar maid to be int:odnced by thew to womanhood. 
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Without gi ving llny opini6n ns to the {Jol'rectness 01' 
otberwisfi of this view, MI'. Justice Mpore - draws 
attention to the following p8.Ssage from Oaptain Hamil· 
ton'B Dew account of the East I ndies (174lt). U When tht:l 
ZamOl'in marries, he lllllst not cohabit with his bridE' till 
the Nnmbudri, or chief priest, has enjoyed -htlr, and he, 
i( he pleases. nmy ha.ve three nights of her company, 
beca.use the Ih'st fruits of htH' n uptials must be an Loly 
oblation to tIle god she worships. And some of the 
nobles ar~ so complaisant as to allow the cloJ'gy the same 
tribute, but the comruou }Jtlople cannot have that (Jompli. 
ment Vaid to t.hem, but (I ndol'ced Lo su pply the priests' 
places themselves ." 

Concerning til e KaLUlIl ulans (art isans) of Mala,ba.l' 
Mr. S. Appadol'ai lyer writes tha t as with tbe Nii.yars. 
tLe tiili.kettll -,kolyiUlam lms to be celebra.ted. Fot t,his 
the parents oC the child ba.,'e to find 0. suitable maos.vlilall 
or bridegrvolll by the consuhatioll of horoscopes. A.n 
auspicious clay is fixed, ft ud new cloths are g iven to Lhe 
lD8.UtLvil.la.n . The girl bathes, a lld puts on new clothes. 
The bridt> s.nd bridegroom are brought to tbo marriage 
booth. where the tali-tying ceremony takes place. This 
lionel oded, the bl'idegroorn blkos a thread C"om the new 
cloth, and breaks it in two, sflying that his union with the 
girl has ceased. He then wltlksawaywithout looking back. 

With the IIuvan. (ooddy tappers ) of Malabar tb. vItil 
kettu corresponds to' the tali.kettu ~el'emuny of other 
c&,P.tes. The girl is ba.thed by seven ma.idens, ud made 

.. Ihla.bIr,r t. ... ILIId Cutolll, 3ld EmIKm, 1906. Tbfl ohllpt$· iheni. 
d.~ted lO "Ilul .... u rlq:e cUl ton ... i. well wottb1 or CM6flli Itlld,.. 
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to stand OD n. plank. ~he boy's siste r tbolJ ties the t.fili 
round bOl' neck. 'Phe maidens husk a measure of paddy, 
and they and the girl oat it. On the fourth clay tho girl 
is taken to a tank , and batlled . }""owers nnd three lighted 
wicks are pla& d on a r a fL lIIade of a plantain stem, and 
fiol,t,cd on t he wawr while she buthe", au her return 
fl'om the t~Ulk , she is g iven :t li Lt,le jagg<:rr nnd cocoanut 
to tlnt,. The g irl's fll ther asks t he boy's ~opltl that the 
marriage tie should be savel'od. HOI' Inothtw, 01' ono of 
h~r tomale relatioll s, takes a t,hroad from her oloth, and, 
saying that the girl and boy al'u SCp n. I'l.LtRd , pu ts it in 11 

vessel containing cooked riee. This \'es~lAl. and t wo 
otuor vessels containing c Ol'ry and othe l' food-stuffs, arc 
sent to the buy's house. Th~ gi rl is 110 longel' his wifu, 
and !Day be marl·ied to anyone ell"c. Tf a girl il! to be 
lli8l'l'ied 'befol'o the vItil-kettu h3:S l>ctlll pel'iorwlld, tho 
siste r of the brinegt·oo lU.eh·ot carries a Dew cloth as 8. 

present fl'om him to t,he bride's house. Ins/cad ot tb~ 

tiili, a gold ring i3 tied on the g irl's neck, The t·emn.ill ing 

oel'emo.uies firo a.:l a.t a.ny QI'dinary wedding. Thig fOrtli 

of marriage is called kanna.nnL 
It is statt..od in a reCtlnt, article * that· among the 

Konars (cow-herds) of Pilndl lrai nea.l' EI'odfl , in the 
'Pami] couutry, who, according to t rad ir.ion, ol'iginally 
belonged' to the same t "ibe 8S the Gopas living in Ute 
southern part of Kerf,I"}., and DOW forming a section , or 
~iy o.l's ; the former matrimonial customs were ex~t.ly 
tIfe same as those of the Nayars, They, too, celebrawd 
keUu-kalyanlim, a nd, like the Nayal'B. did not make it 

- . 
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binding on the bl'ide nnrl bridt'!grooUl of thE' ceremony 
to live ns husband and wife. They 113 \'6 now, howevel'. 
abandoned t,be cust·om, anil ha\Te made the tying of the 
tiili the Qr-tll al marriage ceremony. 

Of those who gave evidence before t,he'Malabar Com­
mission, som.e thought, t he t ali-kattn W Q.s a marriage, some 
not,. Ot.hers called it a mock marriage, a formal marri&ge, 
a. sham marria.ge, a fictltious marriage, a marriage som'a­
weut, t he preliminal'Y part of mal'l'iage, a meaningless 
coremony. no empty fOI' rn , a I'idiculons farce , an incoll ­
g l'UOU9 custOlll, a waste of money, and a device for 
becomi.ng involved in fl uLr" " While," the roport stat.es, 
u a small minority of strict COllSel'Vatriv8s still maintain 
that the l.ali-.kettll is a real marriage inte.nded to confer 
un the bridegroom a, right 1,0 cohabit with the bride, 
an immense majori t.r dOSCI'ibe it as a fictitious marria.ge, 
the origiu of which t,hey are at, a kISS to explain. And 
another large section tender the explanation accepted by 
Ollr President (Sil' T . Muttusami Aiynr) that in some way 
01' other it is a ll essential caste observa.nce preliminary to 
the formation of 8Cxuall'ellltions." 

In a recent note OIl marriage customs in Malaba1', '* 
Mr. 1'. A. Kalyanakrishua. Aiyal' states that Of in some 
PfH'ts of TI'avancor e :lud Cocllin, and in the tat'wans of 
Tirumalpads nnd others belonging t.o t,he Kshatl'iya. caste, 
t h~ ta,li.ket t u cel'~mony is said to be performed a.fter 
puberty. In a fe"'·Sndra families also, hor6 and there. 
such as at Mflnapuram nnd othel' places, now-a.-days the 
ceremony is performed after the girl attains puber:ty," 

• ~hl .. bar Qnart. Revi_. 1002 . 
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'Llha t,lili-kaLtu caremOD)' is, it mliy be not.ed, refan'ad to 

by Kerr, - who, in his translation of Castaneda, states 
that, "these sisLeI'S of tile Zamoriu, and other k.ings of 
Malabar. have h!lndsome allowances to live upon ; and, 
when any of them I'cache;; the ag ;) of teD, their kinrl l'ed 
send fol' a young JUan of the Nayra caste, out of tbe 
kingdom, and give him g r flltt pl'es6nts to induce him to 

initiat.e t he young virgin; afte l' whioh lit, hangs f\ jowel 
round he r neck, which she weara all t,he I'ost of he l' life, 
as a token that she is now at liberty to dispose of hOI'self 
to any ODe she pleases as long a.s she lives." 

In summing lip the evidence collected b), him, M.r. 
Justice Moore states that it Stlt!ms to prove beyond all 
reasonable doub t that H from the sixteenth cent ury at 
:\11 events, and up to the early por tion of the nineteenth 
century. the relations between the sexes ill f{l,mi lies 
governed by mal·uma.kkatbayam wel'e of as loose a 
desCI'iption as it is possible to imagine, 'eba tn.li.kettu­
kalyauam, intl'oduced by the Brahmans. brought about, 
no improvement, a.nd indeed ill all probability made 
matters much WOI'SO by giving a quasi-religious sanction 
00 a. fictitiolls mal'l'iggs , which beal's an unpleasant 
resemblance to the sham marriage ceremonies performed 
among certain iuferiol' C8.9tes elsewhere as a. cloak for 
prostitution. As yea.rs vassed. some time about the open. 
ing of the nineteenth century, tho Kerala Mahatrnyam and 
Kfiralotpathi were concocted. probably by Nambudris, 
and false and pernicious doctrines as to the obligations 
laid on ~ha Nayars by divine law to administer to the 

• 0" lifo 
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lust of the Nambildris wore dissemiu.ated abroad. The 
better cla.sses among the Niiyal's I'evolted a.gainst the 
degrading system thus establislH'd , and :\ custom sprang 
UI). especially in north Malabar, of making sambandham 
a LOOfe or less formal cant,l'act, apFrovl.'d and sanotioned 
by t. he karnavall (senior male) of the tlll'wnd to which 
t.he lady belonged, and celebrated wi~h ele,bOl'tl.te cere­
monies under the pudamuri form. 'j'hnt there was 
nothing nnalogous to t he pndnmlu·j pl'e,ralent in Maln.ba,(' 
from A.D. 1550 to 1800 lIlay. I thiuk, be fairly pl'ElSumed 
f,'om the absence of aU allusion to it, in t hH works of 
the varions European wl'iters," Accol'ding to Act IV. 
Madras, J896, samballdhunl me&JlS an alliance hetween 
a mall aud a woman, by I'eason of which they, in accord. 
am;e wit.h the cus tom of the communit.y to which t-hey 
belong, or either of to em belongs, cohahit 01' iutend to 
coha.bit as husband and wift:. 

Since the passing uf the Mala.bal' M8l'riage Act in 
Hs9G, ollly the foHowing n.pplicntions to registel' SRm· 
band hams were I'eceived until 1904 ;-

- Xlyari . 'riy~n~ . I O~et .. r T(l~ 
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In his report for 1898-99, the Registrar.Genel'a} 
of Marriages state.\! that " the power confe rred by the 
marriage law to make provision for one's wives and 
children ha.s hi thel'tofwted as somo iuducement to persons 
t,o register tbeir .'1nmbandhams; but ns Uw new testa. 
menta ry Jaw (A. ct V of IB98) enn-bles t,he followers of 
mal'umakkatayam law to at.tai ll j,llis object withou t 
reg istering t hei,> sambandhams, a nel t hll s ' lI nncce~s9.rily 

cur tail ing their li be rty of fiction) and risk ing tho chance 
of di vorce proo(\eitings,' the Regi>:itr ~tr of Caliout thinks it 
unlikely that ,>cgistr ations u ncle ,' t,he marriage law wonld 
increase in fntul'e." In the "OP0l't fOl , 1900- 01 , he writes 
furthe r that H the mass of t he populat ion of the W6!lt 

coas t is so f.:tl'ongly opposed to the provisions of the Act 
that, oven the ed ucated CiMACS fin d it difficult, if not 
impofls ible, t o act IIpon t heir con victions, n.1}(1 run coun ter 
to populll!' opill iou. T his is especia lly the ca~o in North 
afalnbar , I\'hore not a !'lingle notice t,e) registe r sa rn ban. 
dhams has been I'ocei,'ea during t he pas t, t wo years, and 
only twch'o sambandllams (confined chiefly to officials 
and va k-ils .) have been mgistored ~ i Ilce t,h o Marriage 
Act came into force. SiDce tho pas!;i ng of the Malaba.r 
Testamentary Act in 1898. the necessity for registering 
sambn.ndhams. with the main object of mak ing provis ion 
for their offspring, has pT:tCtically disappeared, anil there 
has been a buge increase in th e number of testamentary 
dispo!!'itions of property aDd deeds of gift registered in 

several of the registration offices." 

---------------------~--
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In tIle Madras Census Report, 1901, Mr. Francis 
refers to the form of flypel'gamy between different, castes 
whioh exists on t he west coa~t, wbel'e "wome'n of 
castes equal to or higher than the Nayal's are prohihited 
from forming unions with men of castes below them in 
rank , tbough the men of these castes are Dot similarly 
restrict.ed." Niiyars, for example. may marry Eruman 
(buffalo-driver s and knepers) women, but, their men may 
not marry Nuyar girls. In thi f:l nnd othel' respects 
the Erumiins resemble the ErLlman sub-lIivisioH of the 
K olFtyfin (cow-herd ) cnste, whose women may marry 
Niiynrs, though the offspring of such unions cannot 
claim t,he same pri\'ilegf's in the jr mples as plll'c-br~d 

KOlayans .· Of tho ohild ren of marring"s between 
Mariwnns and Aganmdaiyan women, the females marry 
Marllvnns, the maJes Agamndaiyf\,n.t Oriyn. Zamindar 
get ,vives from the Khonrliiita sub-caste of Odiyas or 
Oriyas. but the ruen of this sub-caste cannot mflrry into 
the Zamiudo.,·'s families." 

A friC'ud was, on one occasion, out after big game in 
t ha Jeypore hill-t rActs, and shot a tig-er. lip, asked his 
shikari (tracker) whnt reward he should g ive him for 
putting him on to the beast. 'rhe shikiid replied that 
he would be quite satisfied with twenty-five rupeeil, JtS 

he wanted to get his younger brother out of pledge. 
Asked what he meant, he replied that, two years pr{lvi. 
ously. he had purchased as hi s wife a Bhumia womall. 
who belongeil to a easte higher tban his own. for a 

t BeT. A. O. ClAyton, AlS. 




