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hundred rUpt"e9. H o obtained thf' IDoney by pledging 
his younger brother to a Boweal' (money-lender), aDd 
had paid it all back except twenty-five ru pees. Mean 
while his brother was the bondsman of the Bowear, Rnd 
cultivating h is land in re turn for simple food . 

• 



'. .132 
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A1' the present day, many HillduR dis regard certain 
ceremonies. 10 the celebration of which their forefa.thers 
were roost scrupnlous. Kvell the dllily ce l'smonia) 
ablutions, which at'e all~imporlant to a Briihmfm from a 
shastraic point of view, !l1'6 now neglected by a large 
majorit.y, and the prn.yol's (mautt'rlms). which should be 
chanted during their ptH-COrmaoce, a l'e forgotten. But 
no Brahman, orthodox 01' unorthodox, daros to abandon 
the death ceremonial , ann aun Ul~l sr:'idh (memorial l"ites) . 
A Driiluuan beggar, when soliciting alms, in\'ariably 
pJ0.1ds that he bas to perform his father or mothe-f'S 
Bradh, or ul1anayallam (thread ceremony) of his children. 
and he l'arely goes away empty-handed. .. The CODstant 

periodicaJ performance," Monier "\Villiams wriws, ... oC 
commemorative obsequies i!'l l'egarded in tbtl light of a 
posi~ive I~nd peremptory obliga~ion . It is t.he simple 
discharge of a. solemn debt to one's forefathers, a debt 
consisting not only in reverential hOffiftge, but in the 
performaDce of Dots Dtlce.ssal'Y Iio their support. ha". 
piness, and progress oDwHrd in the spil1.tual world. .A 
man's deceased relatives, for a.t least three generations, 
a.re a.mong his cherished divinities, and must be honoured 
by daily offal·jngs and adoration, or a nemesis of some 
kind is certain LO overtake his living family. The 

• l101igiool Tbought .nd Life ill Illd~ 
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object of a Hindu funeral is nothing less than the in­
vestiture of the departed spirit with an intermediate 
gross body- a. peculiar frame iutel'posed, ItS it were 
parenthetically, betwt'cn the terres triul gross body, whi()h 
has just been deRtroyed hy fire, uud the new terrostrial 
body, which it is compulled to ultimately nSflume, The 
creation of such an inten'cnioot fram~, composed of gross 
elements, though less gross than those of earth, becomes 
necessary, beennst! the individualise.d spi ri t of man, 
after the cromation of t ho terrestrial body, has nothing 
left to withhold it from ro.absorpth111 iuto the univ61'sal 
soul, except its incombustible subtle body, which, as 
composed of the subtle elements, is not only proof 
against the fire of the luop-raJ pile, bllt is incapable of 
any sensationf; in the tempol'ary heltveu, 01' telUporr1.l'y 
hell, through ODe or other of which cvel'y sopal·a.Lo lluman 
spirit is forced to pass before returning to earth, and 
becuming ro-invested with a telTosf,I'iai gl'OSS body." 

When a Brahman is on t he point. of death, iJe is 
removed from hi:! bed, and laid ou the Hoor. If there is 
any fear of the day being a danishtapanchami (inaus­
picious) , the dying man is taken Ollt of tbe bonse, and 
placed in the court-yard 01' Vi~.1 (raised "ot'o.ndah), ~om6 

ptayers are utwred, and a cow 19 pl'nsent.ed (gi5dhana.m). 
These fU'e intended to render the passago of life througb 
the various pa.rt~ of the body as easy a.s possible. fl'he 

spirit is supposed to escape through one of the nine 
orifices of the body, according to the character of the 
individua.looncerned. That of a good ma.n leaves the 
body t.bxougb the bl'iilimaraudhra (top of the skull). and 
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that of a bad man through the anus. Immediately after 
death, the body is washed, relih-louS marks a.re made on 
the forehead, and parched paddy (uohusked rice) and 
betel al'e scattel'l,d ovel' and nround it by the son. As a 
Brii.bman is supposed always t,o have hls firs witb him, 
the sacred fire is lighted. At t.hi s stage, certain puri­
ficntofJ ctls-oroouies an: podo l'Ol(~d, if dea.th has taken 
place 00 a day or hour of evil omen, OJ' at midnight. 
Next, a lit.tle rico is cooked in a uew earthen pot, and 
a new cloth is turown over the cOl'pae, wLicb 18 roused 
by tbo recitation of man trams. ~"'OUI' bea:'ers, to 
each o( whom dharb:l grass is ginm iu token of his 
office, are selected to calTY the corpse to tht:! bo.ruing­
grollnd. The spacv, which inl,ol'volles betweeu the 
dea.d mau's house :~lJd !hl' burning-ground, is divided 
into fOUl' pa1'Ul . 'VlIcu the cnd uf the first of these is 
reached, the corpse is placed all the g roUl ld, and the sons 
and nepht: w~ go round it, mpeating ma.ntrams. They 
uutie their kndumis (hail' knot), leaving part thcre(lf 
loose, tie up the n~s t into a smaH bunch) and keep on 
slapping their thighs [ Whell cLjldrau a t, play have 
their kndl1nll partially lied, and slap t,heir thighs, they 
~\l'e invariably scolded, owing to the association with 
funerals.] A little cooked rice is offered to tbepath as 
a pathi bali (waysido offering ), to pl'olJitiate evil spirits, 
or bnthus, Thu S,tme cOTomonial shou ld, atl'jetly speak­
jog, be performed at, two other spots, but oow.a-days it 
is the custom to place the corpse on t.he ground neal' t.be 
fuueral pyre, moving its position three times, wbile the 
circumambulntion and pathi bali flre gone througb onty 
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ODef'. As soon as th p, corpso hns rcnched the spot where 

t he pyre is, the celebrnnt of th.e rites spriHkles wowr 
tht'reoD, and throws a quartel' of an nnna au it as the 
equivalent of purchase of fh e gl'Ound fol' crcmntion. The 
sacred fire is liglltecl, and the righ t, p:tlm of tho COI'pse id 
touched with a gold coin. The nine orifices of the body 
nr& the n s me:lI'ed with ghi (chu·i fi eil bULter), and rice is 
thrown 0\'1"1' the corpse, :\1111 pla ced in its mQuth. 'fbe 

son tn.ke~ a burning bJ'an <i f,'om t,he sncred fire. lights 
the PY"c, ;\nd lonh at j,he sun. Then he, flnd all the 
relations of the d nccaserl , sq11at 011 t he ground, faci1lg 
cast, k'\l~o lip ;;lome d lwrba gra,ss , au(l, nuttillg it, into 
small fragm onts wit.h their unil i', scattor I hem in the air, 
while repea.ting Ro me VediC' verses, which are chrmted 
very loudly 0.0t1 slowly, cs pcdally at fJlt' fon er::.l of 8 

rospected elder. rl'ho celebrant t hen pour" a little wHte-r 
01' a stone, and s~rinkh's himsolf with it, This is nJijo 
done by the of her relations, and they pass beneath n. 
bundle of dhal'ba gr:l ss find twigs of PI:ru8 gl()tnp, ,.rdn 
held by the purohit (offic iating priest) . and ga1.e for a. 
moment at the ~ un. Once more they sprinkle tht:lm­
selves with wnwl', a.nd proceed to Jl t,nnk (pond), where 
the\' bathe. Wllon they I'cturn home, two ritf>s, called 
nagns (lis_ked) sradh, and pashana sthaJ>f'oam (stone· 
fixing), are celobrated. The rlisfomborli ed "pirit is Slip. 
p08cd to be naked after the body h:l s been cremated . To 
clothe it, offel'ingR of water, with iJans of fooked rice, 
are made, snd a cloth , lamp, and money are given to a. 
'Brahma.n, Then two stonos are aet up, ODO in tho bouse 
sud the other on the bank of A tank, to repreeent the 
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spirit of the deceased. For ten days, libations of water 
mixed wi th gillgclly (Sesa" nlw~ indicum ) seeds, called 
thilothaknlu . ami (\. ball of cooked rlce, must be offered 
to tbe stoneos. rr he ba11 of ri ce is left for crows to ent. 
The num bel' of libat,ions must be geventy.five, com­
mencing with thl'eo 011 the first day. and incf'Nlsing the 
numhr r d::lily by nne, Tn [t.(Mition, three fur ther libations 
are made daily 1)y mppill!; n piece of cloth from the 
winding-sheet in wa.ter, and l'insing it over the stone 
(vasolhakam). 

A Rrfi.hman wirlow r CIIl OVCf: hertftl i (mnrria.ge badge) 
on the tellth day oJi.et' thu lleaLh of hel' husband, and 
should have the IH'a.(1 ,. ho.\,et1, a.nd W£'3.1' whit.e olnt,hs. 
Every month, for /l ye:ll' fl ft.el' 11 dentb in a family, sdidh 
is ptsriorll1ed, and cor res!-,onds ill detail wi t,h ' the anlJual 
srfidh, which is regularly p0rfOt'med, unless a vi sit is 
paid to Gaya. which rendel's fur ther performance of the 
ri te not. obligl\tl .ry. POI' the pedol'mance of this cel'e· 
mony by t.he m'arost agnato o r t,lle deceased (eldest son 
or othel'). three Br:ihmaos shou ld be called in, to represent 
res poctively Vishnu, the Dihrahls , and the decease:d 
anOI·storR, Sometimes two Bl'iihmans are made to suffice. 
and Vishnu is represeuted by a salagrama stone. In · 
extreme cases, ooly one Hriihman assists at I,ho ceremony. 
the t wo othel's being represented by dharba grass. The 
sacred fire is lighted, and gltJ, a small qUKn tity of 
raw a.nd cooked rice. and vegetables are offtlred up in 
the fire. The Brahmans then wash t heir feet, and are 
fed, Before they enter the space set apart for tbe 
meal, wattl'". gingelly, and rioe are sprinkled. about it, to 
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keep off evil spirit-so As s.oon &"1 j,he meal is finished, 
a ball of rice, called vn.ynsa Jli lldam (craw's food) is 
offered to the pitlll'n devata.s (anocstOl's of t.hret' genera· 
tions) . and till'own to t,be orows. If t hey do not eat 
the rice, the omellS al'e con ~ i dcl'ecl to be ullfavollmble. 
The Brahmans I'eceive bet,oJ l llld money in payme.nt 
for their sen ices. 

llm'ial in a ~it, ti n g pos ture, which is still praetiRed lIy 
ma.ny castes in Southel'u India, is sa.id to be a sun· iva.1 
from lIeo~ithi c times. "'I'he l'8 CfIO ," L ord Avebury 
writes,· " be uo dOllbt that, iu the neoli thic stoDe age. it 
W HR Ul'H1al to bury the corpse in a sit,t illg or contl'acted 
po~ turo." 

Among the Dev5.nga :lInd Karnabat.t. u wcn"8rs, the 
doad 31'e usually buried in I:l sitting ~IUi tn(Je . Tho Devau. 
gas are sairl to erect , in some pl a.ce~. 3 hu t of milk~ hedgo 

(Euphm'bin, Ti~',u:alU) b"llnches ave,' t.he g,·ave. t Befol'e 
the grave of a Devnnga is fill ed in, a ,'ope is tied to tho 
kudumi (hair of t he hend) and bl'ought towal'ds the 
surface. Over the end of the rope, when t ile grave hRS 
·been fi lled in , a !i-ngam (phaJlic emblem) is pJaced , so as 
to be above the head of the COl'pSO, and worsh ipped 
daily t hroughout the death ,"ites. By the Paththars or 
Achnrapiikam Chettia, who likewise bury thei l' dead ill 
a sea.ted attitude, a bamboo stick is tied to the kudumi 
instead of a rope. Many of the Kamm5.1ans bury {heir 
dead in n. seated posture. ~ Oertain of the Vella-Ius have 

-• 
• Prehi.torio Timet!. 
t MAdru CenlllJ Report, l oo l ; 8oo~h Callan.alld North Aroot Manual • . 
t YadJ'u ClIlUIul1teport. 1691. 
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acuSLmn called padmiis::tnam, in reference to t he treat,.. 
menl, o f j,he dea.d, who al'e not, la.id out, but t,I'uRscd up 

in a squatting posture. :t string being passed round t,he 
neck, ;"Iud made fast behiufl, to keep tho body upright.­
Amoug the Paraisnns (Ptl.riahs) nod Okkiliyans of Coim· 
batol'o, if the deceased wns a nUll'riod mall, he is buried 
in n. s iLt.;ug lJosLu l'c. 

Beforo a Lingayat, man (lie~ , 1.116 ceremony cnHed 
vibhiiti -velai is perfClrmed. ITeisgiven a, hath, and ma<te 
to rlrink holy wat,er, ill which the Jangam's (pr~est) foot 
hal'O bocu washod. He is made to give tho Jaogalll a 
handkerchief wit.h vihhiit,j (sacred ashes) , rudraksha 
(J!}ltCOCl~,p ul:J') bonds, coins, find borol laaf. '£his is followed 
by a meal , of whi c.h all tho Jangams present, and the friends 
and ralnfJioll8 of tho sick mall partake. It appenl's to be 
immaLct'ifl,1 wllCt,he l' ho is s till alivo or not. It is stated 

that, if t he invalid survi ves t,his core mony. ho must ta.ke 
to tbe jungles nnd disappear, but' in prncticl3 tbis is net 
observed. The dellth party resembles, in some respects . 
an h ish wake, though the h tt,or doos not commence 
uotil t,l1O deceased is woll on his way to the next world . 
1'he dead are buried in n. sitting posture (n fa'1t which 
was llct.e1l by the travollt' l' Piotro c10lh Va.lle in 1623), 
facing townrrls the nOI·th, but, lin oxception is lUfl.de in 
t llO case of unmal'l'ied pcoplo, who 1'1.1'0 buried in a 
rocli ning- post,nre. Aflier death, the corpse is placed 

.ill "' sitting attitudo, and the ,Jangam who hilS received 
the offering before death places his left foot on the right 
t high of tho body. The people pl'os('nt WOrsllip the 

• )h.nnl or I.bo SaleJll rliltriot.,. 



• 
D1U2'D CBRBIIONlR8. 189 

COI'pae, and 1 ho u8ual distribution of coine: and betel to 
Jangaw8 follows. The body is cllnied in a. vlmana.m 
QI' bamboo chai l' decoratW with plantain stems. coloured 
cloths. and tl fLf,"S, to t.he bu ri al -g round . reba grm'u should 
be a cube of nine feet di ruOIiSiollS, with a niche au aile 
side, ill which the corpse iR to ail.. 'l'ho liugnm whicb 
the man wears, i ll a s ilvElt'-caskot 01' tied up iur. silk cloth, 

is unfied , and placed in tho 10ft hand. Dav<l (lNg/e Afar ­

tl, d cli';) leaves nnd viblull.i ure placod at. Lbe siue; the body 
is wl'appod ill an ol'ange-colourro clot,b, [lud tbo g l'l1vu is 

filled in. A Janhrnm stn.ull!; on t!JO grnvo, am.!, aItef 

l'c(."oiv ing the IIslH~ 1 dUUc.e',l', !;jloul,H out tho name of tho 
deceased, and a Ollouucos that ho ha.s g alle to k~~ill~sa or 
beaven, MCl11ol'il~1 cOl'emonios are contrary to Liuga.yat 
tenets, but in thi s, IHI ill othel'mnU,el's. Brahman influence 
appears, and among some suct.ious au tluuual c~J'omony 

is lJ<:lI'fol'mo{L· 

The deat.h co rcUlouic~ of 1.1. Pish;~rati (temple so rvant) 

in fl'ra\'uncol'o IU'O peculiar. alld I'oseroble those of a. 
Sanyasi (ascet-ic). The body is placed i.n a 8it.tiug' posture, 

and buried in 0. pit with sa.lt, ashes :wd sallel. As iu the 
case of a Sanynsi who l!i lilJoro.ted fl'OlU tho hondage of 

tho flesh, thOllgh alive tn uody. folV d(Jath ritos arc 
performed, But. ou the elovent.h ito.y, n ceremony corro­

sponding to the ekoddisht.o. s riLdh of the Bl'ahmnn i8 

performed. A knott.etl piece of kusll (El'agrolltis) grass, 

representing the do parted soul, is takon to a neighbouring 
temple, wher(! lL lighted lamp, symbolical of Maha. Vishnu, 

• )I.d:u )4u. B!ill. M.8. 
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is WOI"Sllipped, a.nd pra.yers ar H offered. Since the Sl\oyss i 
is considered to be above all sin , and to 'iave acquired 
sufficient mer it for salvation, no sradh is performed 
by Lhe children born to him berol"8 he iJecame all 

Wlc!:!Ol'it..e." 

Tho jungle Yomvfis of Cool"g bul'Y tlu'Iir women 111 a 
sitting pastu rf', in a. hole scooped out of the side of an 
ordinary g."ave, so that the earth does noL touc~ her 

body,t In like manner, r,be dead among the Kudllbi s of 
South Oanara are buricc1, and lI0 cO\'omoni",s a l "C performed 
fOl" the duceased, excl:l pt t he tliRtl'ibution of I'ice to a fc·w 
Brahmans Writing about t,he h ulas of tho Nilgiris in 
J t-(~2, H arkness statost that LIlli sepulchres BI'e " pits 
about thirty 01' forty feet square, and of considerable 
depth, over which are placed la t'ge plauks. Aloove is 
erected' a shed , covering in the whole, and pl'otecting it 
from the weather . 1n the centl'e of the plankR is an 
opening about a cubit square, over w'hich are placed 
other pieces of wood, aud all t hose is r itised a slTIall mound 
of t:.IRl'tb in the fo rm of an allar, the surface oo iug deco­
rated with pebbles placed thel'e as memorials of the 
departed, !:I nd as objects of (utms worship. When 8. 

casua.lty occ~rs, a nd anoLher burial becomes necessary, 
(,he mound of earLh is L'emoved, I!-ud the body thrown in. 
Some ten or twelve days t\ft er , a mOlmd of fresh earth is 
rai sed in room of the one which had been removed. !I'be 
pebbles, which in the first inata.nee had been put· carefu lly 

• TI1Io"'/loore CIIO' II I I:opori, 1901, 
t Rioblllr. Jo:I.h. Compendium of t ho Ca.Wf aDd Tribe. of COOf' . 
l ... ~w.1 a...o. Ulbabiloiog the Neilgherr! hill .. 183!. 
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aside, are again I'cplnced, and anol.her pebblo added to 
them ill memory of the deceased, All thil!l is dune with 
lU uch ceremony. the pcLbles be iug anointed with oil, 
pel'fumed with fl'<lllkincense, and dccol'llwd with flower·s. 
Food is al so distribut l.>(l to the assembly, 11ccOI'ding to 
the ability of the l'oiati"ea of t.he uecoased, Should OM 
of I his t,ribe die in an I "uln village to wh ich he docs not 
belollg, these village r8 will not uu ry him ,,.ith thoi l' dead, 
but, diggi1lg a ff'osh g ravIJ, place the body in it. And, 
when his rtJlati<llls hear of hi s dea.th, they come o.ud 
disin ter the body. 0" whfltovcl' may remain of it., ill order 
to deposit. it ill ~hoi,' OWIi pIneo of seplIltul'(:, wh~n they 
go through tbo sarno observances as thOll~h the deoel\86d 
had died a UiOlig themselves." 

When a Nilgiri hula disi' . two junglo lit/rumbas 
COlUe to the village, and one shn 'Tos t,i1C lu::ad 0 ,( t.ho othel'. 
The shorn ruaD is feo , a nd pI'esented with a Dew cloth, 
which hl:\ wI'ape roulld his helld. This qua.in.t cel'emonial 
ia believed, in Rome way, to bring good luck to the 
departed. OUf·sidc the houso of the rfecaascd, in which 
the cOI'pse is kHpt ti ll the t ime of the fU_Deml, men aod 
WOI01' U daoce to the mosic of the !ruin. baud .• -.T he dt'M 
are buried in a sitting post urll. willI the legs crossed 
tailorwise. ~:a.ch sett,lemeDt has its own burial·gJ'ound . 
.A pit is dug, at the lowel' end of whicb a chamber ilt 
excavated, ill whicb the oOl'pse, c1fLd in its own clothes. 
jewelry, and u. new cloth; is placed, and the mouth o[ the 
chamber closed with planks or sticks. f!'he .pi t is then 
fiUed in, nnd the position of the grave mat'kad by a. 
mound. Sometimes au old grave is reopened, and a 
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furt.her COI'PSt! placod in it, either in L1w original cham­
ber, or in a newly oxc:~vat.ed chamber. Tho following 
t!Cooun t of a n hula nntllPllmomol-.ial sOl'vice was g iven to 
rue. A la mp a. lJd oil are purchased, and rice is cooked in 
I,ha villago. 't:IH.''y are theu t.ake n t,o j,he slu'inc at the 

!Ju t'ia l-g round . oITer ed up on 81·01l(:s ou wbich SO Ule of tIle 

oil is pourod aud pilja dOHe. At !,ho ~hl 'ino a plijiil'i . 
with tlll'CO white marks on t ile (o l'ohe:id wheu ou duty, 
oJficiatcs. Liku t.hu Hadaga Dcvad:it'i, the Nilgiri hula 

11l'icst at t imcs beconws inspired by tha god. The 
lrulw; of t.h o NO ]'I./ l Areo l d is trict a l'U, likewise, sHid to 
bw'y t hUll' doarl iu a s itting postUl't!, with a lamp besidu 
the corpso, :loud ma l'k the g m vo with :l small upright 

s tone.- 1'bo Irulas 01' Villiy:lns (bowmou) of the Chill ­

g lepu L JisLrieL bu-"y their dead l'ying fia,t on tho face, 
with Llw hoad to t he IJ Or t.ll , and tbe faco turned towal'ds 

the eas t. Whon t he g m ve has been h uH filled in, they 

throw i.nto it a prickly- veal' ( O]J tmth~ V il/l.,'ni'i ) shrub, and 
Ill (l.ka a mound OV6l' it. Arollild it t.hey vlace a row 

or two of priuk ly-poar sLo tU s, to keop off jnch.1s. No 
monumental sLone is placed over tbe g l'fLve. Among 

o~h er ca!:lws, which bury their dOAd in a !:Iitting posture, 
nre tho Yogi-Gurllkka.l, who al'e professional beg ga.rs, 
templo priests, and village schoolmasters iu MnJabar; tbe 

Panc1ii.l'ams. or Saivite beggars in the Tinnc\'elly district; 

tbe Kurnis, who are Kanareso weavers ill B eUn.ry; and 
tho Killekyatas, wllo speak M:lI'aLhi, und amuse people 
with their marionette shows in the little sLate of Sandfir 

ill the Bellary district. and other places . 

• Madra, Cotu'llI Report., 1801. 
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The ITea.d Magistrato of Coimhator'o informs me that 
the Sho}agas of Gandai nenr Sil'u lUuga i dispose of tht.'ir 
dead in a CllI·jOUR way. 'Phoy have, in the dopt.he of the 

jung le, a hu ge boj,tomie.'3s pit" which lins been ·t.hero from 
time immemol'in l. Wh on:l ::;holagll dies, tho hoely is 
wrapped in a ncw ciaLb, gru·lallderl. and c8.l'J'ied fa I,he 
pit, into which it is thrown. The pit mouth is sealed 
wit.h 0. Il1rge I·ock. As 80011 as this is donc, the party 
returu to thc village, aud no anD mny look back on 1110 
wny, a.s t,o do so would bring bad luck. 

'l'ho Kadi l's of the .Lhnimalai hill s a.re bu l'ied in a 
grave, or, if d.eath Of',cll r s in tho dopths of the jllngle, 
with a. paucity of handa for digging, the corpse is placed 
in a crevico betwo~n \.ho rocks, and covcred over with 
stones. The grn.vo is dug frOIl) fUlir t.o five foot doep, 
at some place not fllr fl'om t,ho sceno of death, A hnnd, 

composed of drum :lnd fife. plr1.ys weird dil'gCS ont,Ride 
tll 0 hut of the deceased. The body is carried on 8 

bnmboo stretcher, lying on fI, ma-t. and covered OVO I' with 
a cloth A.nd mat. As it leaves the hnt, rico is th rown 

over it. 'rhe corpse is Ia.id ill. the gravo 011 £L mllb in a 
recumbent posture, wit.l] hend towards t,ho oast, and 
covered over with a mnt and lNl.Vf>S. f1'he gravo is t,hOD 

fined in. No stano or sepulchral monument is erected 
to indicaro the spot. A momoria.1 service, called ko.rrn­
rna,nt.'a.m, with feast.ing nml duncing, is held two yeara 
nIter death, 

\Vheo a. <leath occurR among the P;~Uiyn.ll R of MuJabl\r , 

a trench, four or five feet deep, is dug due north 
and south uear the village. At the bottom of this 



j 
DB4TH OEREMONfBS,' H-I 

excavAtion the earth is 8coope(1 out £i'om the western side 
on a. levol with, the fl Q01', so as to fOI'm a r ecept.acle for 
the corpsc, which, plMed on a mat, is laid therein upon 
its left side with the hood to the nOl,th aod feet to 
the south . After a li ttl e cooked rice hn.s been put, into 
the gl'ave, tho mat, which has been mada broad en~\lgh 
for the purpose, is folded up, aud. Lllcked in under the 
roof of the cavity. fiod thH tl'ench f1!lAd ui-" It h:'HI 
probably been found by ex perience ihflt the corpse, 
when thUi:l prot,ucLcd, is sr.re against t,be ravages of 
scavenger jackals. gnd pariah dogs. l i'OI' seven da.ys 
n.fter deat,h a little rice gruel i~ placed at Il distance of 
fifty to n. hundred yards from the gntve by the Jenmi 
(landlord), who claps his hands as a signrd to t,he evil 
spirits in the vicinity. who, in f,he shape of a pair of 
crows, arEl slIV poscd to pal'take of the food, which is 
hellCe called kfika kanji or crow's I'ice. At:\. 'memorial 
service, held ol1ce in every three. a I' four yeal's in 
honour of those who are s pecially respected, the .Ten.mi 
(landlord), holdiug on his crossed :1.1"1118 two winnowing 
sie\'es, each containing rice, walks I'ound thrt>e t,imes. and 
finnl1y deposits the s itlvCS in a pandal. Ou(: of the 
r elatives, or a p"ofes8ional , becomes possessed, and 
performs t he functions of an oracle, working himself lip 
iut,o a. fl'en1.iet1 srote of divination, while the mourners 
cry ont, and ask why the dean have been taken (rom 
them. Meanwhile, food ha.s been prepared. for all 
present, except the mourners, a.nd, when it hilS boon 
pt\rtaken of, dancing ia kept up ronnd the t,ra.l group 
till daybj·ook. 
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On the seventh da.yafter the cremntioll ot' blll'ial of 
a Mnle (hill) Kudiyn, n. booth is crected OVel' the g rave or 
place of cremation, a.nd a bleached cloth is spread on it 
by thc washel'lnnll. A wick, floating ill a hnlf cocoan11t • 
shell fnIl of oil, is thun lighted. and rl:1~od at <'ach 
corne:' of t110 boot.II , 'I'll ", rela t ions of the decensed then 
gather rOllnel t,}l(\ plnce, a ll(} fh.·ow n. hrl1ldful of rice 
0\'6 1' t ho ~pot,.· [t hus boo l! not,od a!'l one of t he first 

indi cations of a jungle i l'iho hci ng adopted in t.o tho 
H indu folrl, that they l'ep lllcD bnrilll by cremat.ion, 
::'I rany of the low6r cb s~c.':l l1 ow-a-clnys bllry m' bUl'n 
theil' de:ul , accordi ng 1.0 t,he w()I'I(lIy circlllUst:mces of 

tha relat ions of the decE'.asfl{l , burying being cheUptH' 
than burning', wh ich neces~it..'1tp~ the purchnse of wood 

fa t' the P)'1'O. • 

At the gl'~ll fune l'a.1 of :1 'I'nlb , which t'ook pineo 
when 1 was on the Nilgil'is ill 1900, fhe corpsE' was 
plaoo(l in front nf t ho ontl':m ce 1,0 :l ci l'cle of loose 

Brones a.bout a yard nnel 9. hn lf in (liametc l', which hnd 
boon specially constl' ucted for the occas ion. , ' u~t befol'o 
t,he hll ffalo sacrifice took plnce. n Tocln. of t.he Paiki 
clan, stnllIling lIODI' the head of tho corpse, dug fI 

hole ill the grol1nd wi th a can"". and asked 1\ man of the 
Kenna clan, wlH:' was st.a.nding opposite, "Shall I throw 

the mud three r,imcs "? To which t,he Kenna replied 
U Throw t ho mntl thrice," 'r ho P n.ik i then threw some 
oarth three t imes over the corps~. Ilnd three times into 
tJIe kraal. According to Brecks,t " it appears that 

O&D.J,U'~ dil~rict. 
\fo¥l:a.mcntl ('or thn Nflgiril, 1871. 

19 
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sometimes a circle f of old date'-;s 1!S69, a.nd sometimes 
a new ' ~n! ~ f.prweii T)1e '~shes of the deceased 
~e.- BCl'q,ped toga~he_r. and .buried nnder a. larga stone 
at the. entrance of the iiz(i,ram,., .At the dry funeral of 
a. 'rods. Mr. Wnlhouse not.ioed that witbin the cfl'Olc" 

..scvel'nl1ires W 6r'e righted, and bamboo vessels o~)a­
lUeoted with cowries and filled with grain, ,,;t.taus !>ent 

• t,o .represent 'bnffa.lo horn!!. a mimic bow and arrows, 
orn~tntnted umbrella.s. knives, coins, etc., placed in t be' 
fire. When. t4~ various n,/,tides had been .conSlInlea, 
aDd the fi+,e.sunk .into omlJel's, the a.shes were !'!cl'{I,ped • 
together, nll~p l1t iuto a hole wit,hill the cil'cl~ near t,hc 
entrance. over whicn a stone was 1'olled. 

'rqe w~ples of the K uTubas of North Aroot are .aaid , 
to be .. rt\de, low str'uctnres, resembling an enclosed 
manflnpam lahrine) suppo\'ted upon rough stone pillara, 
A Ivan of stone,! encloses a considerable space l'oumi the 
temp1f\; an'd this i's covel'Arl with sma.ll st;uctures formnc1 
of four fia.t stapes, The stone facing the open side often 
has a. figUl'll sculptllroo upon it, representiog the 
decease<\; gaudu O!' piljiiri (b811dlDI\O or pl'ic~L), to whow 
it hl\!Jpeen dedicat~d, FOI' each lleceased peraoll of this 
rank one".ef these. monuments is e rected', and here 
pOl,'i9dical1y, anp. I\lways during the Il"nnual feasilEl, puji 
is made, D.9t only to thfl spirits of the deceased ehlefs, 
but' also to those of all who have died in the clan, I t 
seems impo ible Dot to connect t.his with t hose stl'ange 
Btroct~Urt8 called by the natives Pandava's temples, 
TI~ey are numerous wbel'e the Kurubas are now found, 

• MannI at the lrorth Aroot diltriot, 
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alld are known to hav~ been raisen ovor the s.,raveB of 
the dead." Writin~ ooocerning \ue Kurumbaa 'iUld 

hulas, - Mr. \Valhouse states than U after every death 
llLqOng t hew, they bl'ing a. long wa.ter-worn sEbn ~,. (d"!Va 
kotta kallu ), and punt. into one of the 014 c~omlcch$, which -UI'e sfJl'inkled over the NIIgiri plateau. Some of the 
iar .. gel' of the~e have been found J.liled \lP to tho capstone 
,\litl) such pebbles, whicb must ha.ve been theo work ' of 
genel'a.tions. Occasionally. t·oo. the tribes mentioned 
make smal l cromlechs fur bur ia.l purposes, and place ttfe 
water-worn' pebbles ill the m." A.coording tocMr. Grigg.t 
some of #lIhc Kurumbas of the Nilgicifll' ep sit a bone 
from the pyre in flo su,v umane or death~1i6'iise.-a small 

cromlf'lch liul'rounded by upr ight stones, and bearwg.some­

resemblance to the more ancient cromlecbs fotnld on the 
• hills. 'l'lJese s[wulllanes. they 8ay. were JlllI.de by their 

[orai<,Ltbel's." The suggestion is hazarded by FergUsson: 
t ha.t. the KUJ'umbas of t ho south~rn hills a.re the r emnant 

• of n. grea t. and wirlely spread f acC. who may have 
(l1'acted dolmens. Wl'iting conceruing the Kurllw bns. or 
shepherd e;a.stc of Kaladgi, a. correspondent of the I ndian 
Antiquary states § tha t he came across t h' b~b of 
one only foul' years old. "It \Vas a complete ' minia.ture 
dolmen ahom aight.een illchee overy wan :eomposed of 
foul' stones, ODe at, each side, one at the rear, aild a. 
capstolle. The interior wa.s occupied by" two round 
stone~ about the si7.e of a man's fist, painted red, the . . 
deceased man resting in his mother earth oolow." 

• I'lld. Ant., IV, 1877. 
t Jl llda Sto~e MO~llm(jDw , 

. ) 

t lUnoal or ~he t.'lrlri dis1:f1 
f fad. Ant., VI , 187'1. 
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'j'he Pt~nda \'a wrupltjs, paudu Kulis or kistvl1ens, 
J'llforred to above arc, 1111'. 'Valbouse wl'ites,. U in wany 
placos believed to havo been buil~ by u dwarf race a 
culJit high, who could llovoJ'Lileluss lift the huge stoues 
with 8aso. l havo heard, too, of a. Iflrb'e mound DOat' 

Ohingleput, lIot far fl'om 'Madl'us, surrounded by kist­
Ynellll, a.nd iolmbit.ml by {\ Ueu rdod race of Piindnylll' 

three feet high , l'll1ud by a king wllU livtls iu the top of 
the mound. One.of the Ilativll notions ]'especting pilndn 
killi Ro is that mUll of old cOllstl'llcwd t.llUDl fol' the purpose 
of hiding tr{;!lI f5\lre . H tJl1cL' iL is that antiqUrln8S Bu(l 
so many ha\"e been ransacked. Jt, is also believed that 
Bpclls wel'e Illnc(·d OY61' fhell1 as 1\ gUQI'd, the strO!lg'csL 
being 10 hury a IUUII idive in the <:ai ,'n, and bid his 

ghost jJl'otcoL tho d~posi t agaiust au)' hut the PJ'opl'je toJ', 
The ghost. won ld concoal ti, e 1" C'asu re fl'om a.1I 8L1'augers, 
01' on ly be compelleu to d isc lose it, by :J human saorifioe 
heing oft'eroll," 

In til e mountain !:j illhauil<.>el l;,r tJltJ Mala Arayun :; of 
'rl'tl.vaucore a l'f:! Illany t Uluuli, lUlll vaults called pandi. 
kur i, The latter stand DOI'th IlDU south , with tJ.lC circular 
oV61ling to tho soutl., "A I'OllUU stuns," tbe Itov. S , 
Mateel' writes, t "is titlf'd to this aperLUl'e, with anotller 

• acting as a long lever, to pl'ev('nt its fa.lling out. 'l'h(~ 

aides, a.s also the stOllt~S of the lOp aod bottom, m't: 
!:jingle BlabR. To this day Lbe A.rayl\lls make simihl' 
little cells of pieces of stonc, the whole forming a box a 
few inches squure; and, a ll the dea.th of a. member of 
e.ny family, tbtt spirit IS supposed to pass, as the body 

• hid, A.o.~" V, 187G, t Nul,. Life ia Tny.o.oote. 
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is beiug buried, iuto a. brass 01' s ilvt.JI, image, lvlJioL is 

s hut, into this vau lt . Jf the parties are "cry poor, arl 
oblong smoot Ii 8tUIlC sufliccs. J\ few ofTeriIlgs of milk, 
ricc, toddy <I.IIt! ghi UI'U IlHide. a I o n :}, i ii ligbted ami 
oXlingui8hed, tho figHl'o plactld iusiutl tho cell. aud the 
cove l'Lng stone hastily plactod OIl. Theil all ieavu. Ou 

the !tnniversary. ::;i Ulilal' offt:rillgb beiug ruautl, the stone 
i ~ lifted off, a l](I , ~gaill IJa~tily clol)cd. Tho ::;pil'lt i t.hm 
snppol)cd tu bu tluclosel/, Nt) VIII ' VUtll,w'C:$ to tOllch th tt 
coil at 8-lJy OtUtH' time." 

In an accou.ut uf his l'XC(lVlttiuus ti l Iho extensivt.: 
.' prehistoric" blU'ial sile at Aditauallul' ill fhe Tiun6-
voUy lIistrict. M,', A. Ht:a wl'ites as follows· couccl·uing ... 
series of gold ornaments, which wel'e fOllnd in most 
cases Iyitlg at. the boltom of IIt "gc urns, crusted o.nei 
cl'lllnpled, n.pplll'eutly iuteuLlOll,dly. 0.1. tho tililC or dOJ?Osit. 
" It seems cert.ain that they at'p diadems, DiudoDlS of 
the Same shap\:! II'{'I'O fouou 0.1 M,rceuttlJ tied are d l.!o 
smibed t as iOllg, lhiu, ol'ai gold plates. bounrl ronnd tbo 
head by i~ small gold wire. the hole::; fu r wliich l\1'e ill. 

each e:<tl'emit,y. This descl'ipLioll iliJplios equally to tho 
preseo t eXHmples, OXCftpt a::; Lo thl" guld wil'c , of which 
llone was S09n. The tying mat.el'iu] was probably thread, 
of which I found tmces in some utonze neoklaces, Now~ 

a.-days no cnstom is knowu in the )} l"ig hboul'hood of tying 
dirulews ou the dead, but what Wity be a relic of it, il) 
described as patt.ayam kattaradu, meaning litel'8.11y in 
Tamil • the tying of a plate I to t he forehead of a. corptJeJ 

• Aroh. BDrVIl1 01 Indit , .Alln. Repol't,ll102-03 
f 100M!, 800. A.rit. HI). 2611.i, Vol. 1, 177, 
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but which now COt lS;sts in the spriukling of somo grai~ s ! 
of gold and si lval' on th.e breast of the dea.d. I also learn 
that., aUlong some castes in the ea.st of the Madura 
district, thoro :;/,ill ex ist,s ,L custom of tying u vi~in 
ract.angula.r strip of gold, au inch or I,wo in leDg~h, au 
th~ fot'ahead of the dead . .In this case, the cu.swm is 
kuown by tho tS:Lm6 naWtI, nnd its forms have been 
VI'6Sel'ved ill I,beir entil'eLy. I n Aditaunllur tbe eUit-om 
could 1101.. have been n ,geneml 006, for, out of many 
urns .excava.ted: only It. few gold 01'naments wore found. 
It must. have been limited to persons of rank or 
importMctI," 

'rho ,J ILins erernrltu their dead, placing the corpse' 011 

:1 stone, in order to avoid taking the life of any stl'By 
insect during .the pl'ocess. 

'.l:h~ Nfl,yams of Malabar burn their dead close t(l the 
dwelling hut" l'be bunes are collected au the seventh 
day, and presorved in 1;\ pot, which is kept close to the 
hut of the decea~ed. PoUutiou i ~ observed for tell days. 
On the teuth day 811 the SOilS of the deccu::aoo go wi.th 
their relations t.P the nearest st,ream, and bury the bones 
Oil tho bank. 'rhe SOI1S bathe, anu perform be1i (offering), 
A heap of sund, representing the deceased, is 0011-

structed, and on it nro placed a piece of plantain ( Mu.la) 
leaf, sOlne 1I11uoiled l'ic6, a.nd karuka gruss (OYfll>tio7t) . 
Over these water is poured twelVQ times, a.nd. the sons 
reverently prostrate themselves before the heap. The 
Nayadi is an ancestor worshipper, Rnd keeps repre­
sentation! of the departed .. ar the hilt, to whioh 
riof', toddy, and arrack nre offered at certain fixed. tiwes, 
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c.r/-. at th e 008111 nnel Vishu rE'~li"nl !; . HT visited," MI' . 
S. Appadol'B.i Iyol' wl'i te~.· ,. on€' of Ule si>ots~ where the 
Na,yiidis keep t hese memorial mOllument,s to deceased 
R.llcesto r!:l. Beneath n mango t l'(lO in Il pnrnmba (garden) 
J counted fortr·foul· stones set up in 'a circle l'OllDI'l t he 
tree (plate VIiI ). One of t.htlse stones was a beli.kal (bali 
stone) , suell a.s i" placed round the inner shrines of 
temples . 'fhe remninder rpsembl&l survey stones, butl 
were smalle!' in sizC'. I asked n Na,yfirli whlll, t,he stonos 
indicated. He stated that tlw.r repl'esented forty-fout' 
grown. ul) N0yiidis who hnd \('ft the wodd. The stone 
ii' set up immediately aCtel' the cremation of the body. 
On the ceremonial occasions menLioned above. solemn 
prayers are offered t hat the Bou ls of the departed may 
protect them f,'om the mvnges of wild henst.s a nd snAkes. 
I enquired of a. Nnyildi how he can expeot tlSs.isbUlOC 

when a tigf' l: comes ill his way. 'rhe reply was that 11() 
would invoke the aid of his nncest ol'~ , find t,hat immedi­
a.tely the mouth of the beast wuuld be sea l~, RDll the 
animal rCl~dpl'ed hHl'mlos9. 'rhe pUI'port nnd object of 
t.heir pmyers are that all the superior cnstes, who gi ,'o 
them alms, may have long life and prosperity; thnt they 
themselves, Rnd theil' famil ies, may have o.s g rent pcn.ce 
a.nd as much food in the fu t ure as they had yeste"day ; 
:loud tl lH.t tige l's. snakes. llOd othel' heasts may Dot hurt 
them . 'Vhe~ a8k~rl why the N ayiidis are not thieves, they 
re plied tliat t hey nrc not so much afraid of tigers as of 
man, Rnd tb::.t they would rather die of hunger tbn.n 
steal. Some time ago an old Na.vfidi, who had the 

• )1.aru )I'P . Bull. )V. )901. 
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l'eputaJ.ion of beibg,_~ n goo(1~ Rhot. flie,(l, ~~(l WflS bur ied. 

H iB booes were sn bscqii.~u.tly' collectccl, -and his son, who 
." • ~ I 

ho.d obllnlncd It. hf\,nd[~J of gllnpowde\' frOl,?' (\ gllillicense-
holder, set, fire to it ' nem' the gl'al':o with ,:I. view to 
8:ltisfying tho soul of tho deceased, .whoRe" boues, flfter 
$: uapensioll in n pOL beneath rt mangd tree, wel'e ~ Carl'ie4d 
Lo t bEl r.i ver.') 

Of t be th,'oo endog:lmOllll sections 'of t.liQ l'qLtiyfto8 
of j hp Madlll':l .. di st,l'ict, t wQ-lhe Y f!rl'akoIlRi' noel Vekki.' 

liyn.ns- observc the wOI'ship of nncestor.c:: ... W}lO ·ar.o.tfcprc~ 
~cntcd by ft lJumll91' or ; j,nnl's M~ up somewhere withi,' 
the village hOU1!dnt'ies . Such plnces f\','e CA.l1erl miilC 
The stoneR aro al'\'anged in :III irl'eglllal' circle. The 
ci rcles of 1.11£1 Yf'l'rakol1lls orc f'xceed ingly slinple. aorl 
recall to mind. tho~r. of the Nayftdis , but Wjth~'lt the tl'C6. 
T.ha .ston,ps are ~et up en an OpC'll spnce clgSb t.o t,he 

burning-ground . . \Vhen n deat ll occurs, a stano is erocted • 
among the 96bus of the dece~sed. on the last da,¥ .. of the 
fUDem! ceremonies (knrmnnrlhil'nm)J nnd wOI'$hipppd. ft 
is immediately tra.nsferl'ed to the anCQstrnl oirQ)~ - Tho 

rnnls of the VekkiliY llns con~ists of massivo contl'al 
wooden pi1~'\r. carverl with male (md lema.Je human 
ligu res (p lnt41X), set, 11 p in a ca~ty in ~.,J.'Ound bOlllder, 
and covered over bya conical 08.~VY suppor t.ed on pillars 
(plate X). 'Vhen thi s canopy is set in motion the oentl'il 
pUlaI' nppears tO~e shaking, This ill us' on. It. is c1Blme<1 • • 
iii due to the POW6t' of the.ancest!y1 'gods. A ~""ollnd the 
centrAl pillnl'. wliioh 1S about telf feetr-high, a number 6f 
stonos of different sizes are set tip . The- Obnt~l pill~r 

l'~presents Jakkn.mma. and other remote anoeetora. The 
surrounding stQnes nre tbe i-epresentatives of tbose who 

• 
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_, time.. Lib lha Yerre.koll •• , 
Vek:kiliyo.aa' &reet '" ktant' on the karmaudhiram day 
the SP9t where the body was orematedJ but, ins1ead of 
tmnsfecri.ng it at QJ1 cti: to the ancestral. oif(1le, they wait 
till the d,ay of y~t:i,odlaAl.niiilii.~'W~8"h'ip., \~bich, being an 
expensive cerom'Q,ni;\I., may aka pl8.~only o~o in tlVelve 
years. If t,he interval .is long, the -ny.m~ ot ~ton81 
repl'osenting those ~ho ha'~6 - diefl m~while IDIlY ' be 
vOt'y large. News of the appl'oacb ing male worship is 
sent to the noighbourinl1 villages, and, OIl' the appointed 
day, people of all castes pour in, bringing with t,bem 
several hundred bulls. The oosts supply· their ~esta 
with fodder, pots, and n. liberal supply of sugar-cane. 
Refusal to bestow sugar··cane freely would involve 
failure oj. -the object of tbe ceromonial. After the 
completion of Lhe worship. the btllls are lot" loose, and 
the aruma.1 which rO!J,obes the male firgt is deoora.ted, 
and held in reverence. Its owner is presented with clotb~ 
money, etc. 

H FOI' ancestor worship." 11{ t:. A. Rea 
U each Coorg hOMe has a. kaimntto. under a tree in Ilia 
fields. or in the yard close to his house. This is 8 raised 
mad platform, wbere carvorl stoues, representing the 
images of their auc.elitors, a.re placed. Sacrifices o( fowllt 
and pigs a.re mn.de to t.hern. Sometimes Coorgs become 
possessed of the spirits of the de.'\d, and expoo88 all their 
desires, when they a.re sumptuously fed and given drink. 
The spirits of ancestors are believed to hang over their 
locality. and becolDe angry DOW and then." Oil ~ finat -• ~ • ..,..,.. JladrU. a.port, U101-oJ. • 

~ 
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da.y of the death ceremonies among the Kaikolans, .& 

small hilt is erected, and ioside it stooes l'e lP'eseuting t he 
- I ancestors, brought by a barber, a re Ret op. Some days 

after the death of a. Pallan at Coimbatore, cooked rice, 
betel loave~ and other articles, a re placerl uear a. bii.bul 
(Acacifb rtn1biCII) or other thol'ny tree, and ~e ven small 
stones. smeared with t urmel'io, are set up. A cocoanut is 
bl'oken, and pilja pel'formed. The thorny ~ I'ee represents 
the dead pm'son, and the stonos al'e emblenilltic of the 
saven Hincln sages, who are worshipppd in order to securs 
salvaTion to t. ho soul of the deceasod. 

Near the blH'iai ground of the 1I'u\1\8 of the NilgiL'is 
is a sbed /tnsido which stones of various sizes are piled 
up. Th(> larger st.()ue~ represent adult, 8Illd the smaller 
StOUE~3 ronlhful momoo" s of the t.ribe who have died, 

,Ml uncommOI1 kind of aucestor worShip is recorded. 
by Mr, Fran,cis from the eastern L..1.luks of the Anantapur 
district. Ii In i.hat qual"l.er , carAfuiJy and st L'ongly built 
tombs may often be soon, each of them provided with a 

"-wche, in which a lamp may be placed, At t,hese tho Vish· 
nav ites of several castes do regular worsh.i p to their 
ancestors ou the date of the a.nnual cer~moDy of the 
decea.sed, and on the Mahalaya Amii.vii.sya day. The 
tombs are previously whitewashed, and, on the day in 
question aft.el' dark, goats are sacrificed, cocoanuts 
brokon . camphor burnt, and a lamp is lighted in the niche 
OD tbe tomb," 

rrhe Savaras of Gn.ujam burn their dead, and bury the 
ashes, A grand feast is given on the day after death, 8 
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month tf'ter t'-t' 8Y'W;t, and on the a.n~iver;a?j...I On the 
~ ... t """": !on.Jb~r .00& rouqd the "!lot "b·~ .. the body 
W8' ;Dur.dl:;?a.. at up a. stooo on end under l\ t.reo near 

I~ '"'~' ~i~.ie m ..... tD.bmory of the·docease<!.· 
' . !,1).a~~~Ilt. f. .t.ho dE"ath.c~romo,t.es of tJl(~ Kois or 
• Ko,i8o'~ l:1e'Goda-va:6 district, the Rev; J . Cain states, t 

that 1"t the .bodies" of children. Rnd young Illeo and WOOleD, 
• • • 

are buried. 11 a child dies wi thin a. month of its birth. 
it is usually buried close to the house: so t.hat.the rain. 
dropping from the eave!:" may fl\lI • upon tue grave, and 
t herf:iby ca.use tho, paronts to be blessed with I\uother 
child in due course. Wi th tLe exceptiOf\ 01 the above­
mentioned, corpses are usually bumt. A COlor bullock 
is slain, and thO' tail cut 'off and put in the clead ]>erBon's 
hand. after the cot on which tho corpse is carried lia.s been 
placed upon tbe funeral pilo, If a pDjii ri or Xoi priest 
is present, he not unfrequ8uwy claims a cloth or two 
belonging to the dead per son . The cot is thon removed, 
and t he body burnt, Mr. Vaust.wern ropolt9 that he hM 
seen part of t ho ii\'er of the sla.in an imal placed ill the 
moutb of the corpse, ']'he (riends of the dccOO1:led t.hen, 
retire. and proceed to feast upon the animal alai u (or the 
occasion, 'l'hree da.ys afte rwards they gonerally raturu, 
bringiug contributions of cholu m (millet: SOr{!hUIII). a.nd, 
having s)ain oue or more animals, ha.ve Rnotbt1r feast. 
The genera] idea of tbe Kois is tha.t the spirits of the 
dead wander a.roDt the forest ill tbe form of pishaohis," 
Mr. G. }.,. PaddisOD iuIorms me that. in t he MuJkanageri 
tililk of Vizagapatam he came across a Koya. gra.vtlyard 

t Jlld. Alit.. v. l 87G. 
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with Ilpt'ight st,aDAs, each of which had a bullock's tail 
tied La it. He was told I,bat it is the custom to tie a 
bullock by the ta.il to t,he s tone, kill it, a.nd theD, leaving 

the ta.il on the sumo, t:~ke away t he carcass to be eaten.. 
The t.nil, representing t he animal, is left 1,0 appease t he 
ghost of the deceased, who thinks tha.t he has got the 
whole animal Mucb in t il{' ~ame wa.y. 11 liz~\l'd , when 
pursued by a scorpion, sheds its ta.ii, whicb t,be scorpion 
proceeds to sting. whilo tholizarfl ulUTios away to make a 
ne w one. 

Among the KOI'agas of Soul,1t Caoar a, a. lmndiu l of 
oarth is removed fl'om t ho grave 011 ti lt:! !;ixteelltll day 
aftol' buriaJ , a nd buried ill l~ pit. A stOlle is PI'Ar:t.ed over 
it, un wlliclt /'lome ricl) ll nd toddy ,-u'e placed as a last 

off(II'ing to 1,116 dep:-wiod s01l1 , which is t hen asked Lo 

join its ancestoJ'i'.· WIlon n death OCC UI'S :tlllong tbA 
Sholagas oC the Coimbn.tore Ilills, Lue cOI'pac is buried. 
On their return from tho funum l, those who have been 
preseut sa.lu te a lighted lamp. 00 the spot whore th.o 
dea.rl persou breathed his las t, a. little l'agi (EIf.JI(.~in6) 

paste and water an) pl :J.Ced , <Uld her!", ou the fourth day, 
a goat is 800ri6coo, and on'el'ed up tQ the soul of the 
depa.rted. After this. tbe SOD pl'oceeds to the bu.rial­
ground. carrying a stone . and followed by five rnen 
selected from each of the exogamous septs. Arrived 
near the gl'avo, they sit do wn whi.le t he SOD -places the 
stolle on tho ground, a nd they then 11ft it in succession. 
The last man to do so is said to fall into a. t rance. On 

nis recove,'y , five leaves (planto.ill, teak. etc.) are 
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arra.nged round Lhe stone, a.lld , on eacb leaf, five different 
kinds of food are pla.ced. The 6"6 men parta.ke of the 
food , each from the leaf :."Botted to his sept. The mea.l 
concluded, the SOD 1Iold,<.; t lw stOIlC in his hands, while his 
companions paUl' ",-'gi and W,tt..el' OV~I' it" and theu c&nios 

it a.way to tlle ~opalUane (bllria,l -g l'ou,Hl) uf his sept, 
and sets it II t' them, 

When a. 'l'or'cyu. of the Coirnbav,I'(l distl 'ict d it,S, the 
corpse is placerl i nside a jXtll(bl JOHda of cocoaout. loaves 
a.nd stems of th(' milk-hedge (E,tJd,orbi".), Root marks 
are plac6<l on t,]le fOl'eheRds of the eO I'jJas aud the widow, 
'l'be son dOll S tho sacred thread, At the fuoeral ft 

mound is piled up over the gmve, A Pa.m.iyan places a. 
sma.ll t wig of the al'ka plant (Co['J f rcljdll gigulIlea) in 
t lu'eo cornel's or the grave, leav ing out the north-eaat 
cam el', and the son puts a SIJl ,dl coil1 0 11 each twig_ As 
he goes round t be gr,we wif.h it water-pot aud lir(l-braud. 
his maternal uocle, who stnnds at the head of Ill", gl'3v6, 
makes holC!~ in the pot. On t he third , fif tJh, S6venth, 8.ud 

ninth da.ys, t.he widow, dressed ill new c1o l,hs and deco­
rated wil.h OJ'LHuncn ts and fl owcr8. is takOIJ to the bUI'ial­
ground with offerings of milk, ghi, tendor COC08.Dut, 

sandal, campllOl', etc. Five sma.1l s tones, smcared with 
turmeric nnd lime, are sat up at Lhe bead of the grave, 
a.nd worsh ipped. The widow goes thrice round the 
grave, and seats hel'self near the head tliereof. H er 
brother holds lip her arms, and one of-bel' husband's malo 
relatioDs hree.ks bel' bangles. She brooks her tili, and 
throws it Oll the gl'ave, with the Bowel'S which adorn 1\(11'. 
Her ornaments aro removed, and sbe is covered with u. 
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cloth, nnd ktken to the river, here she jR rubbed with 
cow~duug. and bathed, The son -and other relAtives go to 
the temple wjth' butter and other a.rt,iclos required for 

plija. '1'ho Bl':ihm~ul perf 0;103 a sel'vi ce, and shu ts the 
door of the temple. Tho son, wi th his back to the 
temple. tll1 'ows a li ttl e butt or on Lbo doors. which a.re 
t hen opened. This is r epeated thrice. On the elevellLb 

da.y VO li ubiwl i~ removoo by spl'inkling holy waiel', and 
tho castu people Iwe {(::d. The wido w remains gosha (not 
appearing iu public) for tllI'ae months. 

On the d~atb ofa.u Odllu atCoimbato re. tho oorpse is, 
like that of t bo 'l'ol'6Ja, plo.cod under a. milk.hedge pandaL 
'When it is LOI' l1 fl /,0 the hur'ial.grounrl, the son enrrios 3. 

now earlllOu po t fi ll ed wi t h wator , and t]:10 b.'woor the 

various artid<.>s r~"'l \1i rcd for l-Jlija., a lld a pot con taining 
cooked I'ico, A Pamiyan marches in fl'ont, carrying the 

IUH.t, Ilud pillows nsed by 1,lIe dcc,eased , aud throws them 
in a. place ca.lled t,IL \;: id ukiidu , which has t.o be passed 
btlfot'c tho buria.l.gro lilld is reached. '1'his f:! pot is made 
to represen t. t.ho shrine o f Arichu"ndra, a killg who became 
a. sbve of t he P :W:liY:lllS, and is in elm.I'go of the burial· 
grollud. At, the idukiidu the bie r is set on the g l'ound , 
n.nd the bal'l>e l' make s t\ ma.rk at the four corners, on each 
of which the son places a qOll1'tel'·a nna. The barber and 

t·be Kon then go ro und t,he bier tbl'oo t imes. a nd the latter .. 

after putting sOlU e of the cooked rice on the cOl'pse, 
breaks the pot cOllt ilining . be rice nen l' its h.ead. The 
two bearm's, who up to this t.ime were at the hend of the 
corpse, now chfluge places with those who were at the feet.. 
f'l'om the idukf.du to the bll l'ial~gl'ound ouly a single 
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drum mfly be ~aten. AITiv&d at the hurin,l-;g'1'Ol1od, t.he 
soo and other relations plaoe a Htlie ra.\v rice in tbe 
mout h of the corpse. ~' I\e son is shaved , and a piece 
of c loth, t.orn fl'om I he wi nding Ifbeet" is given to the 
Piu'Siyau. The corpse is la i(l ill tue g"Rve wiMl ·its fnce 
to the north, anrl the g rave is filled in . 'rhe Paraiya,n 
plac"g a sma\! stono alld t,wig of :l. thorny tree on i.t,lInd 
8.~io !Oakes a. mark in the four cornel'S, jn eaoh of whioh 
th.e son onc(> more places a qL1nrler-anua.. The ooins are 
the perquisite of the Parai,Yllu. Plncing the pot of WItter 

on his right shoUlder , the son, with a fire-brand in hi!' 
left hand, goes, accomp~11ied by I.be harher, thrioe ro und 
the grave. Each time !'he hend of t,he gl'ave is reltcbed, 
the barbor makes a hole i ll tJ )O pol.. The SOD I,hen throwl!I 
the pot awny, alld stick~ t.l1O firo-brand into tho g rave. 
All then take t heir de pRI'LtlrO wi Lho ut looking bilVk. Oll 
the evening DC t ite t.hird dtty, ou which crows fifO led 
with rice at the grave, the figuro of n humRu ht>iug is mude 
in MOO flour, a.nd placed au a leaf. At the en ita of tbo 
Cour tlx lre mit.ies, the n8 vel , and 011 the head, depl'688ions 
al1' made, LtlLo which :~ little oil and lig lited wicks &re 
placed. The SO il carries it to the backyard of t he house, 
a.nd places it in a. pit fil1erl with water. He then returns 
to the house without beU1g socn by anyone, and enters 
a room. in which rice has boon ke pI, ,'OO.dy (or him . He 
shuts the dOCK'S, and eat.s the Cood. .A c:tlf is placed 
outside the door, so that. wheu he opeus it. he must. see 
it. He then gazes a.t t he stars. 00 the dny of the 
anniversary ceremony, the cloths Rnd other belongings 
of the deceased are worshipped by the near r elations. 
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Somewhat simila.r 8m tbo dea.th ceremonies of the 
PIl iyans of Coimbatoro. 'rbo COrp Sl! is placed in a. 
pandal made of twigs of j,be oIm tree ( Melia Azadirac./,(a) 
and milk-hedge. and supported behind by a. mOl'tar, 

~rho widow puts olr all bor ortlameut~t a ::ad deem'stoB her 
hair wi tll flower s. She seats hOl'stl1f on t.he. left of the 
corpse, iut,Q 1,110 hl\ud of which ~om~ paddy snd salt a.re 
plaoed. T aki ng hold of the ha.nds, some ono panrs the 
contents ill to the ha.nds of the widow, who throws the m 
back into those of the COI'p .'IiJ . Thi:'! is done Ulrice, after 
wiJ ioh sho ti es tho rice in hel' cloth. OJ] the way Iio the 
bUl'il\l-gl'ouUll, the !:Ion cal'l"io~ n. now pot. of watel', t,he 
b(\ rbfl l' no pot f) f cooked ri co t\nd bl'iujBl ( Soltlnltlll l![ r«l1l. 
gena) [!'uita. and oLher Lhi uga l'cqull'ed fat' doiog piija. , 
Tho Pa.rai,yau in c hilrge of t,he bllrial . f! rou nd CI)rrics "­

fire -brand, '1'110 mall~, and ot.lim· llrticlcs used by ilia 
dooea.sed, and the mat..e l'i tl ls of which Lhe pandal were 
Ulo.de,nre cal' l'i~d in [ran t by tho wo.shol'man, who th l'OWB 
them iuto the idukAdu, Hel'e, as befOI'O, the son brooks 
the pot of rice, aHd the bal'be ,' 1Uak e~ marks, The son 
lllaoos no quarter.anna on th ree of tho m:nks, aDd a little 
cow-dung 011 the oue at the north-cast COI'n e l', The 
widow sents hersolf at t he f!Jut of thu corpse, and another 
widowed womall breaks her t,,1.li-~triog. aud throws it on 
the corpse. Mr'ived at t.ill:! gl'<1 \"e the gurukkal (priest, 
desoeuds iuto it, doos puj8., and applies sacred ashes to 
its sides, ,],he body is lo\vered into it, 8.ud half a. yard of 
cloth f,'om tho wiuding·sheet is given to the Ptl.raiyn.n, 
and a quartor' or a yal'd to an Andi (religious mendicant) , 
The grave is filled i n up to t.he neck, and bael lenvf'8 
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(iE'.Ile MU'1"melos). salt , and sacred ashes placed on t,he 
head by the gurukkal. The g rave is theu completely 
filled iu, and a stone and thorny b l'finch placed at t he 
he&d end , As the SOil goes round the grave thrice, the 
barber makes a hole in tho wntor-pot, w hicb is thrown 
on the stone. T be SOl! retire!; wit.h his hend covered 
wit h a cloth. The SOLI [!lid ot her relations bathe, o.ud 
ret.urn to the houso, where ;I, v('ssol containing milk 
is placed un a mortal', and another containing water 
placed at t.he door. They dip twigs of the pfpal \ l/~cu, 
l'cfigiosa) into the milk , and throw t,hem on t he roof. 

'[,hey o.1so worship :l light.ud lamp. AU the t hird day, 
cooked rice. and othor food for' which the deoonsod 
ha.d a 61,ocial liking, 0.1'0 takou to t.ho grave, and 
placod on plantain loavu3, Puja is done, and tho crOW8 
1U'0 attracted to tho spot. If Iho), do .not turn up, 
the gnl'ukkal pmy!:!, auel spl'iu kl(18 water tlll'ee times. 
On tho sovelltocn1 h da)" the 80 11 and othors, Ilcco m ­

panied by the gur·ukkal. carr.Va now brick. and ILrticles 
required fOI" lJ iljo., to the rival', The brick is placed in 
the water, and t.ho son bathes. The various arLicltl8 
are spread on fl. plantain I(·af. before which tho son 
placcs the bl·ick. Puja is dono to it, Bud a pieca of 
lIew cloth tied to it. It is then again carried to tbe 
river, aud immersed therein. The ceremony concludes 
With tbe lighling of tho sacred fire (homam). 1'b8 
• Dead 'March in Saul,) has beeu known to be played at a 
Pamiyan funou! io ld ad rll s. At royal dent.h C6"emouiea 

in T ravaneore, tho SAme march is played by the band of 
the Nayar Brigade. 

21 
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-4 'Thon a Mukkllvan (fishing caste of Mnl8,b&r) rlies, 
tho body is placed on a bier brought by the barber. 
dressed in new clothes, and decked with orUl\ments • 
. Four persons ure deputed to carry the bier. They bnthe 
in the sea, nnd carry t,he corpse to the. grave. Four old 
women (,nga.ge in loud Inmentnt,ion~. A few pieces of 
the clothes on the doad borly are torn off, nod p,'osen'ed 
by the SOD, and olhers who pel-form tho burial rites. 
The benrera and neat' relat.ioDiI of tbe decC!-lsed t hen 
bl~the in the sea, and the body is pll\.cod in the grave. 
A small piece of gold, and n liWe water nnd fl r)wers, are 
placed in the nose, and nil present drop waler into tbe 
month of the corpse. ']1 11(' g r:l\,C is t,h"l) fiJlcn in. Somq 
ase comus. The 80 11, 01' othel' pel'son w~o conducts 
the ceremonies, gOOf; ('ound tohe grave th ree Limes with !\ 

pot of water on lli s hea.d, and bl'oaks the pOlo at the hend 
of the grave, After thf' intel'ment, all return to the 
house, and worship a lamp, which i~ light.ed by n barber 
'Woman, The next-of-kin is then taken hy t he barber 
to the sea-shore, whem obla.tions of witter and cooked 
rice are offored to the deceased. Dlltil t,he fourteenth 
dny, the barwr woman spril.lkl e~ water on those who 
observe pollution, On the fourteenth drty tho bnrhaT 
makes an illlnge of tho doccflsod iu "ice, and the reln­
'tiona worshiJlll. Tho barber then gives them salt and 
tamal·inds. which they cnt. He nod the headman a.re 
then paid their fees. Rice and cocoanuts aTC distributed 
to all the houses of the desam (sub-division), 8,nd the SOD 

performs the fiOld ceremony at the grave. 'l'hat night 
all go in procession to the abare, a.nd the funeral ca.kefJ 
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and a piece of the hair of tLc Ron ul'e thrown into tho 
sea.. Thel'£' is u feast au ·that. und tho following da.y. 
On the fifteenth day. a-ft.e r the feast, the barbtlr distri. 

butes sandal and jag~ary to Ule assembled !'Caple, 
a.nd they lea.v(' t itt) hom~o willlOut touching the eaves. 

If the deceasod has a wife of Ule fir'St class (iJ'., marl'jed 
to him with nil the mal'l'iage r ites), hel' t :i.li is broken by 
the brll'b(;l r womall. aod put iuto the gmve. A cloth is 
thrown au her head, and a pot or watt'r poured OV61' it. 
Rhe is then confi ned to the house for a year', On the 
deatb of s lIch 1\. wifo. if her' husb,-Llld iii ali ve, th ree pots 
of water are pOllrNI over hil> head. a nd be remains in the 
house fol' thrf'e days . 

At tho fuoeml of II 'l'llIlnda. Pulayan uf Cochin, a. poi 
of wa ter is broken a.t the heu.d of gr'u,v e, At the [our 
corners t.beroof a few gl'aiu~ of "ice a l'e pla.ced, and a 
pebble is laid au it" with mu utrams (chal'w&). to keep 
jackals away. and t.o prevent t ho !:Spir it. of the departed 
from IDole,,",jug people. Tbe Cher umans (n.gJ'ostjo serfs) 
of MalabM t like othel' classes, obst:l've dea.th pollution. 
But, as they cannot. at cel'La ill seaSODS, afTot'd to be id le 
for fourl,aen const.-"Cutive da.ys, thoy resort to an arti6ce 
to attain this end, 1' ht:y mix cow.dung and paddy, and 
make it in.to a ball. and pla.co the ball in a.n eart-hen pot, 
the mouth of which they carefully close with cla.y. The 
pot is laid ill a. corner of the hut.. lind as long 8S it 
remains ullopened, t.hey remaiu frce from poUutiott, and 
a..'Ul mix among their fellows, On a conve uient day tboy 
oprn t.he pot, and are installtly seized with pollution, 

which continues ~or forty days, Otherwiso fourtoon 
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days' com;ecutiv(' po\1Ut,iOll.iS all that is requil·ed. 00 
the rorty . first or fi[t,contb day,;1s the Cil.!:iO ma.y 00, rice 
is thrown to tho allCtlstors, a nd a f~:lst follows .-

Tho KOI'8.lIIaS of M yaol'e are said to experience con­
sidel'able difficult.y itt filldin ;.; men to IInden.ake the work 

of carrying tho corl'~u to tho g rave. Should the dead 
Koramn be a man who has left a yO\LlIg widow, it is CU3-

tomary £01' some one t,o PI'OP OSO to many hel' the samo 
day, and, by so doing, tu engage to calTY 011t tile p" incipal 
pal'Lof tlw work cOll1lcctecl with Lbu burial. A shallow 

grave, blWely two f .. .o pt doop, is uug, and tbo cOJ'pso Jaid 
thOI'cill. Whuu the soil Itas bf<ell loosely l'ilt:d in, a pof, 
of w'o, c;an isd by the chid mournor in a split bUU1000, i!:l 
broken, :uHl a pot of waLur placed on t,ue ra.i sed mound . 
Should tLB spot lip vi siwd dUl'ing the llight by a pack 
of jacka.ls, ~\na til.., watOi' urunk by them, to slake their 
thi rst after fcaatin g on the deau Korama, the owen is 
accepted a.s prouf that til l' liberated spil'it has fled away 
1.0 tho realms o[ the dtlarl, and will never trouble mau, 
womall, ohi ld, or ca.ttle. On the six th day tho chief 
mouruel' must kill a fowl, anJ wix its blood with lice. 
This he plaees, with some betel It:aves and nut·s, neal' 
the grave. 1£ it is carried ofl' by crows, every thing is 
considored to have been nuL-tied satisfactorily. When a 
Hasa,lara 01' Ha.'!ala (fol'6st. t ribe) of Mysol'e dies, some. 
body's ev il spi"it is credit.ed with the mishap, and an 
astrologer is consulwd, to ascertain its identity. He 
throlVs cowry (Oyprw(1 lIwnela ) shells 01' rice for divin ­
ation, aud wooLions the name of some neighbour 88 tIle 
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OWlIel' of the devil. Thcl'ulipon t.I",.! s l,urlt or tho (lead 

is l'edeemod by the heir ai' relative by mea.ns of a pig, 

fowl. 01' uthel' guerdon, 'rho spirit is then cOlis idol'od 

to be relea.sed, anJ is thuuce ful'ward domiciled in a pot, 

which is periodically 8111'plied wiLiI wate l' <l,ud noul'ish­
llum L, T bis, it is s tlggest6d, ma.y be the elemontary 

germ of the pustJlUmoli s C,U'j) hking. 01' I!w;~d h, ill the 
1110 1'U civilisL.-d members of the Hindu community,· 

On the da.y foll owing the fu u61'al of a. Khond, a little 

rice is cooked, placet! all u. dish, aHd laid on t,he spot 
wl,lel'c the cO I'jJse was lllll·nf,. All illcallta.tioll is then 
pronollnced, I'equcstiug tho spiriL of Lh e deceased ptJrson 

to eat the rice, a1ld enjoy itself, a.nd liot to change 
itself iuto :~ devil or tiger, aud cornu bothel'ing tho 
survivor :! in tbo ,·illage. 'I'hrp£, daY ii after deatll, the 

madda. ol' ceremony, is performed, An Affigy of the 

decea.::ied is prepa.l'od out. of stmw. aud at-uck up in front. 
of, or on the roof of tho housf';. 'I'he rolations and 

frieuds assemble, mourn. and lIat at "he 6XpellS6 of the 
peopl e of tho deceased's house. Each ptll',son bl·jngs a. 
present of aome kind or ot.hel', and, on his departure 
next day, receives something of Slightly high~I' va.lue. 
1'be death of a person in a. village Joquires a purification, 

which is made by the saol'i6co of a. buffalo, If a ma.n 

b1J.S been killed by a tiger, the purification is made by 
the sacrifioe of a pig, tho bead of which is cut off with 
8 tangi (axe) by a P aDO (hill weavtlr ), and passed be­
tween the legs of the men in the village, who stand in a 

line astraddle . 1 L is a bad omen to him, if t.he bead 

• bi:rllOl'tI Celli'" I'Lepurt, 181H. 
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t.ouches any man's legs. If the Pa.tro (head of a g"oup 
of ,tillages) ftt teiJds a funeral, he gets a fet! of a goat for 
firing his gun, to d"iva away the dead mau's ghost.-

At I.he final death ceI'eroomes of t.he Ganigas, food is 
nffered to CI'OW8 and the sou] of the dead person, who is 
represented py a wooden post decora,Led with hi~ clothes. 
The banglE'S of a. widow are broken near the pos t, which 
is finftlly I,brown into a tauk or stream . 

• At a fOJl crnl of a Nambiitiri R111hman ill Travanore, 
when the corpse is almost I'educed to asb~d. the principal 
perfOl'mor of the ceremonies and his brothers bathe, aud, 
taking Bo rne om'til f, 'om the adjoining stl'eam or a ta.nk 
m{\kc il. into a r'epl'('senta,tion of tho dtlceascd.t 

Whon a Yiiniidi (Telugu forest, t ribe) is buried, at ;l 

fix l:d spot near the gl'ave, OIl which all corpses are plaoed, 
a. cross is drawn OD the ground, the rOUI lines of which 
repl'eRellt the foul' cardinal poinl,s of the compass. Close 
to the corpse art) placed betel leavos and nuts, and a 
copper coin. All present theu proceed to the spot where 
the gra.ve is to be dug, while t,he corpso is left in charge 
of a Yilundi called t.he Bat,hyasthadu, who, as a. I'ule, be~ 

longs to a differen t. sept from that of the deceased. 'l'he 
oorpse is laid OIJ a. cloth , face downwards, in the grave. 
The eldest son, followed by the other relatives, t.ben 
throws three handfuls of earth into the grave, which is 
filled ill. On their I'tlturu home the mourners undergo 
purification by bathing before entering thtllr buts. In 
fl'On~ of !,he dean muo's but, two broken cbatties (pots) 
are placed, whel'eof one contains aah.water, the other 

t T",ullootl Cllll1l1 Report, 1901. 
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turmeric. watar. Into each chatty a leafy twig is lhrown. 
Those who ha.ve been present a.t the funeral stop Rot tbe 
chatties, and, with the twig, sprinkle t bemst-Ilv8s first 
with the a.sh.water, and then with the turmeric·watel'. 
Inside the hut a lighted Jamp, fed with giugdly.oil, is 
set up, before which these who enter make oheisance 
before eating. The chinnndinamu (little day) ceremony, 
whereof notice is given by the Bflthyasthnd u, is usuully 
held on thetbird dAy after death . Evel'Y group (gudem) 
or villago has its own UnthYll8thadu, specially appointed, 
whose duty it is to convpy tho DeWS of death, puberty 
of g irls, (Lod other eventl', La all the relatives. On the 
morning of tho chinDlldinnm ll . the eldest 1::1011 of the 
dClceased cooks rice in 11 new pflt , nud mllkes curr ies and 
cakes acconl ing 10 lli s mean !".. ')' ll('st.! flr(' mado up into 
six balls, which [lTe ploCt!rl in a ncw baskt-f, and takoJ) 
to the burial g round . Ou rcaclling lbe spot where the 
cross·linos W8 1'0 drawn, 0. ba,ll of rico is pl:wud t,hOl'OOtl, 

together with botel leaves and lIuts lind 0. copper coin. 
The Batbyasthadll remains in charge the reof, while those 
assembled p" oceed to tho grave, whereon 1\ pot of water 
is poured, and a. stUDt' planted III ti ll" spOI hOlleaf,ll which 
tlw head lies. 'r he stont. is anointed wiLlI shi.kai (fruit 
of Ar.Qcill ('onci1/.1Ia) aurl "(>11 pf)w<ier, and miJk poured 
over it, first by the widow 01' widower, and th{,D hy th~ 

relations This ceremony concluded, the flon places a. 
ball of ri ce a.t each corner of the g rave, together wit,lI 
bete1 nnd money. Milk iR pourerJ over the remaining 
ball. which js wrapped in a. leaf, and huripd over the 
.pot where tho abdomen of the deceased is sjtU&t~. 
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Close to the gra.ve, At the southern or head end, three 
stones are set up in the form of a triR~le. whereon 110 

D"'W pot full of water is placed. A hole is made in the 
bottom of the pot, a.nd wnwI' trickles out towards the 
hQad of the corpso. This concludes the ceremony, and, 
M on the dRy of the funeral , puri6cation by ba.toing, :lsh­
water and turmeric-water is car ri ed out. The peddadi­
Da.mu (big dRY) Cflremony is performed on tbe sixteenth, 
or some later day after death. As at tho chinnadinamll. 
t.he sou cooks rice in a. DI;IW pot. Opposite the en trance 
to the hut J\, handful of clny is eqnoel'.ed into f\. conical 
mMe, repl'esenting the soul of t ho deceased, aod stuck 
up on a platform. 'rhe eldest SOD, takin/! a portion of 
the cooked ri cij, spreads it on n. leaf in frout of the cla.y 
imn.ge before which incense is burnt, and a lamp placed. 
'rhe imnge, anti the rema.inder of the food made up into 
four baHs, are t,hen carried by the son to a. tank. As 
soon as the reln,tives have aSRembled there, a. recumbeut 
effigy of a man is made, close to the edge of the 
tank , with the feet towJ\!'ds the north. The conical 
image is sot up close to the head of this effi .~, which is 
anointed bv the relalives as a.t the chinnadinamu, 
exoept that no milk is ponred over it. The four balls 
of rice are placed close to Tihe hands and feet of tllo 
effigy, together with betel and money, and the son 
sa.lutes it. The agnates t hou seat themselves in a 
rt)w between the effigy and the water, wit,h their hands 
behind their backs, so as to reach the effigy, -which 
is moved slowly tow(tl'ds the water, into whioh it finally 
fa.ll s, a.nd becOlues disin teg rated. 'rho proceedings 
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oonclude with the distribution of cloths and tobacco and 
purification as before. The mOl'e pro8perOllS Yiiruidia 
now engage a. Brahman to remove the pollution by 
sprinkl ing water ovor them. Du.ring the peddadinamu 
inoessant music and drum-beating bM been going Oq, 

and is continued till far into the night, and sometimes the 
ceremonia.l is made to last ovor two days, in orrier tbat 
the Yiniidis may indulgp. in a bout of mllsie and da.ncing. 

Like the Yaniidis, the Midigas, at tbe pedd(\dinamu 
ceremony, make an effigy of the deceased, but only 
if a female, to whicb food, winnowing sieves, o.o.d glass 
bangles are offered. 

On the last day (pedd"dinamu) of the funeral 
. ceremonies of the Gll.mallas (Talugu toddy-drawers), it is 
cD.st.omary to engage Pambalas J\ud Eainoois (musicians 
and story-tellers) to recite the story or Ankamma, or 
some other god or goddess. After food bnl! beeu offored 
to the dead persou, the musician ana reciter tUrn up iD. 
the evening, and draw on the Hoor of tbe bouse figul'el 
(mnggu, plaoo XI). of Ii ma.le and femnle ancestor iD 
powders of Ave colonrs, red, yellow, whltA, green, and 
black. To t.hese .figur es &. fowl and cocoanuts u.re offered, 
and the ~tor)'-telljng is continued un.til dawn. It ia 
customary among the Padrn.f. Siile weaVtlrs, in Borne pl~ 
to offer 'np a fo wl to the corpse before its rtlmovs.1 fI'om. 
the bonAe. If a death occurs on 1\ Saturday or Sunday,. 
fowl is tied to the bier, and burnt with tlle corpse. Thia 
is done, RS there is a belief that otherwise another death 
will very sbortly occur. 'rhe Tamulialls, in like manner, 
ha.ve a proverb" A Saturday corpse will not go alone." 

12 
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On the final day of the dea.th & remonies a.mong tbe 

Paraiynns of t.he Chingleput disLI'iet. :all concerned pro· 
cecd to a flan k wi tb cooked rice, cakes, etc. A Pilla.y.ar 
(figure of Gnoesa) is maue wi th earth, a.nd QYc kawams 
(vessels) are placed n O,at' it. The ~'nrious articles w'hich 
have b~n brought are set ou t in fl'Ooto£ it, Two bricks, 
on whioh figures of a mn.n nnd woman are dra.wn, al'e 
given to the son, who washes t,/iem, and does pilja. to 
t.hem, after an effigy has b('on mnde at the wa.tol'side by • 

I n washerman. He t,!wn says "I gave yon calves and 
money_ Euter kaiJlisam (the abode of Siva). -Fiild y.our 
way to p&l'alokam (the other world). .I gave you milk and 
fruit. Go t.o tho \\' orld of tbto dearl. I gave gmgel1y aud 
milk. Enter yamaloknm (t.hp. abodo of tbe-god of death ). 
Eleven doscendants on t.he moLher's side, find ten 0 11 t.he 
fa.ther 's, twel.lt,y-one in all, m!\y they enter heaven," He 
tb~ll puts the })I'icks in the water, 

At the fun eral of au Okkiliyau of Coimbalore, as the 
procession proceeds towards the burild ground, the rela.­
tions and friends of the deceased throw small coins, fruits, 
cakes, fried ri ce, etc" on t.he I'ond, to be picked up by 
poor people, 1£ tho funoral is in high life, they may 
throw flo wers mada in silYCl' or gold, bllt not images, 8S 
is dono by some of the highor classes, A small qua.ntity 
of salt. is phlCpd on tho abdomen of the cQl'pse before the 
grave is filled in , Leaves of the ark~ viant or tangcdu 
(C,/ sl/ia. u.n,.iclliula) a l'e plnel'u at three comers of the 
gra.ve, a.nd a stone is::tet lip over the bead. Un t.he tbid 
day, dried twigs cf several species of JifCII.a and the 
j" tree (.i:1.l'/.ocarpu8 i1tlep"/uiia), milk, a new clot.b, 
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plantaius, tender cocoa.nuts,cheroots. faw rice, betel,eto'J 

are t&ken to the g l'Uve. The t wigs are b tu'ut, audJ'educed 
to ashes, with which, mixed with w3.tC'r J the fi g ure of a. 
human being is made. I t is covered with the new cloth, 
and Bowers ~U'e thrown OIl it. Pli ja is dODe to the 
plantains, cocoanuts, etc .. and mil k is poured on the 
figure by the relations Il.ud f"iends of the decc:asOO. 'l'ho 
widow breaks her Uili string, and throws it on the 
figure. The sou, and the four ben t'ors who carried the 
corpse to the gt'o,.vo, are shaved. Each of the ooa.l'ers 
stands ut5. hoIdillg a pestle. The barber touches their 
shoulders with sacrod gl'US3 dippod iu gingelly oil. Raw 
rice, and otliel' eatables, aro sent to the houses of 
Lhe bearer;; by the doad person's son. And, a.t night, 
his cloths, turbau, and othOl' perRollul belongings, aro 
wOl'shipped, 

'11be My3.sa Dedas (hlllltOl'S) of Myso re, on the day 
after cl'omation, scatt(lJ· tho ashus 011 £i va t.e.ngedu 
trees.- On the last day of the fuu~l":Ll I·ites of a Patta~ 
nav8.ll (Tawil fisb ing caste) 1lI:l.1'I1od man, I·ho tali of his 
widow is cut off, aud thrown into n now pot contai.oing 
watet", 'rhose wbv come to condole with h OI' ou her 108s 
must first sot eyes Oll tioo tali ou a tray. a.nd afterwf\l'ds 
00 the widow, A common iOl'm of il.bllse a mong 
Pattaniva ll women is " Let you r tAli be thrown into 
water." 

At the funeral of t he J ogis various a.r ticles of food, 
and tobacco. a r tl placed in a. hole scooped out in the 
floor of the grave. On the last day of tho funeral rites, 
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n widower onts through his waist.thl'ead, a.nd a. widow 
removes hor tAli. 

Turning now w the tribes which inhabit the N"llgiri 
platea.u. Fuil details of the fUDeral ceremonies of tbe 
l'ndus will, I know, bo puhli sbed efe long by DI'. Rivers. 
And it must suffice for \,he moment to tieRCribe those 
funerals, at which I have boen present as an eye-witness. 

It was my good fortullo to have an opportunity of 
wi.tnessing tIl e ill'y r1lneral cOl'omouy (kedu) of a woma.n 
who had died from small-pox two months previously. 
On arriva.l at a. mand ('I'nnu, settlement) 011 the open 
dowus about fiva miles fl'om Ootacamund, WE: were 
conducted by a 1'oda friend to t he margin of a dense 
81101a (grove), wiJCl'O we fOll nd two g l'oups seated apart, 
consisting of (11) women, girls, find brown-b a.ired female 
babies, chatting round !~ camp fire ; (b) men, boys, 
and male bttbics c~lfI'ied, wi th marked signs of paternal 
affection, by thoi r fathers. 'rhe warm COppel' hue of th'9 
little girls and young adults stood out in noticeable con~ 

t l'a.st to the dull, muddy complexion of the elder women. 
In a few minutes a murmuring sound commenced in 
tbe centre of tho femalc gl'Oup. Working tbemselves 
up to tbe necessary pitch, some of the womau (near 
relatives of the dea.d woma.n ) commenced to cry free1y, 
and t.he wa.iting and lachrymation gradually sproad round 
the circle, until all, except little gir1s a.nd ba.hies who 
were too young to be affected, were weeping llnd moan~ 

iug, some for fashion, others from genuine grief. The 
m4;'n meanwhile showed DO signs of sorrow, but sa.t 
t.alkiug together, and expressoo regret that we bad not 



DB4TO OJRBJlONtBB. 178 

brought the band dynamometer, to amuse them with. 
triaIR of strength. In carrying out the orthodox forln 
of mourning, tile womon first bad 1\ good cry to them· 
seh'c8, and then, as t.beil· emutions became moro i ll tollse~ 

went !'oll nd the circle, solecting par'tuers with whom to 
share companionsbiv in griuf. Gl'adually the group re. 
solved itself into cOlipiulS of morrrners, each pair with their 
heads in close contact, a.nd giving expression to their 
('motions in unison. Before separa.t,jng, to select a DOW 

partner, each couplo aalui-I' d by bowing the head and 
raising the feet of the othol' , covered by the putkiili (cloth), 
thereto. From time Lo time t he company of mourners 

was reinforced by ia.te univals fl'om diata-ot mands, and, 
as each uetaclullellt, II OW of mOll, now of woman, ca.me 
in view a.cross tlte opon down~. one could not fail to be 
reminded of the gathering of the clans ou SOOle Highlnnd 
moor. 'f ho l'esemblo.ncu wtl,9 heigllt.flll~d by the distl\D.t 
sound as of pipers, produced by t.llC Kola band (witL two 
police constables in attenda.nce), composed of fonr Kotas, 
who made a. hideous noise with d rums and flutes liS they 
drew near the dcene of action. Th~ band. au arrival, 
took up a position close to the mourning warneD. ..As 
each datachmeut arrived, the women, "ocogniaing their 
relatives, came for ward and salu ted them in the manner 
customary among 'rodas by falling at their feet, and 
plaoi ng first tile right then the left foot on t.heir 
head (ababuddiken). Shortly after tbe arrival of the 
band) signals were exchanged, by waving of putkillis 
(oloths) between tbe assembled throng and a small 
detachment of men soma distance off. A general 
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move W8S mad(~. and au impru'nptu procession formed 
with men in frout, band in the middle, and women 
bringing up the rear. .A halt was made opposite a 
nan'ow gap leading into t,ho shols.; mon and women . . 
sat a.part as before, and the band walked :,ound, dlscours-
ing UDsweet music. A par Ly of girl ~ went ofl' lo bring 
fire from tbe spot just vacated for use in the coming 
ceremonia.l, but, f(;.'COUfse was finally ha.d to a box of 
tandstikers lont by am' of Oll t pa.rty. At this stage of 
the proceedings we lloticud a womllu go Il p to the eldest 
son of tho deceased, who WllS seated apal,tfrom the otber 
mon crying bit.terly, and would not be comforted i.!l spite 
of h~r efforts to console him. On receipt, of a sumwons 
from within the shola, the assembled Toda mOll and 
OUI'sol"'08 swarmed illto it by a narrow tra.c k leading to a 
sma.1l cleal' spa.ce al'oUlld a. big tree, from u hole cut at 
the base of wbich a.n elderly 'rods. produced a. piece of 
the skull of the dead woma.n, wra.pped I'ound with long 
tresses of her hai)', It lIOW became the men's turn to 
exhibit e.ctiV"e signs of grief, and all with one accord 
commenced to wee p and IDourn. Amid the scene of 
lamentation, the hair was slowly UDWru.pt CroUl. off the 
skull, aDd burned in an iron ladle, from which a smell 
as of incense aroso. A bamboo pot of ghI was produced, 
with which t.he skull was reverently Anointed, and placed 
in a cloth spread on the ground, 'l'o this relio of the 
deceased the throng of men, amid a scene.- of wild excite­
ment, made obeisance by kneeling down before it. and 
touching it with their foreheads. The females were not 
lX!ll'mittod to witness this stage oC the proceedings, with 
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the exception of ODe or two near rolatives of the departed 
one, who supportt,'<1 themselves sobbing abYBinst the tree. 
The ceremonial concluded, tho fragmont of skuU, wrapt 
in the cloth , was carried into the: opon, whorE', 8.B men 
and boys had previously d OllO, womon and girls made 
obeisance to it . A procession was t,hen again . formed, 
and marched on unLil a place wac; reached, where were 
two stone-wallod kraals, la rge and small . Around the 
former the men, nnd within tho latter the women, took 
up thoir position, tho me n on gaging in chit-chat, and the 
women in mourhing, which nfte,· a time ceased, and they 
Loa engaged in conversation, ono of their number (a Toda 
beauty) entertaining the rest by exhibiting fL photograph 
of herself, with whirh I had presented her. A party of 
meu, cn.rryiug the skull, st ill ill th(l cloth, set out Cor a 
neighbouring shola, where n kcdu of sovernl other dead 
'fodas was being celebrated ; and a long pauso ensuod, 
broken eventually by t he a rrival of the othor {ulloral 
party, the men aci\'ancing in several linos, with arms 
linked, keeping step nud crying out 0 , bah, hub,U, hoh, 
hah, in regular time. This parly brought with it, pieces of 
t,be sk ulls of a. woman ~nd two men, which wel'o plnceil, 
wI'apt in cloths, OD the ground. fJal uwd, and mo urned 
over by tho assembled mul titude. At. this stage a small 
party of Kotas arrived, and took II p t.heir position on Q. 

neighbouring hill, wait ing, vultore-like. for t.he carcase of 
the buffalo which wns shortly to be slain. Sevora.! young 
men now went off across the hill in seaTch of buffaloes, 
and speedily re-appea-red, driving five huffo.loes before 
them wit h sticks , As 800n a.8 t.he beasts approached 0. 

• 
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swa.mpy mArsh at the foob of the hil. on which the 
expectant crowd of men was gathered together, two 
young men of athletic build, throwing off their putkiili3, 
made a rush down the hill, Ilnd tried 00 Beize one of the 
buffaloes by the horns, with the result t,hat one of them 
was promptly thrown. rrhe buffalo escaping, onc of the 
remaining four was fJui ckly caught by the horns, and, 
with arms interlocked, the lDtln brought it down on its 
knooB, amid a. general scume. In spi te ofmn.rked objec. 
tion and strenuous rosisLatlce on tho part of the nnimal 
-11 barron cow- it was , by means of sticks freely 
applied, slowly dragged up the hill , preceded by the Koto. 
band, and wi th a. Toda. yout h pulling at its tail. Arrived 
at, the open space between the t wo kraals, the buffalo, 
by this timo thoroughly exaspel'ated, and with blood I 

pouring frow its nostril s, had a cloth put on itl> b&ok , 
and was despatched by a blow on the poll wi th an &xe 
deftly wielded by a young find mnscular mall. On 
this occasion no one was badly hurt by the sacrificial 
cow, though one man was seen washing his legs in the 
swamp after tbe preliminary struggle with the beast,. 
But Colonel Ross-King narrntes - how h6 saw n man 
I'eoei"e a dangerous wound in tho Deck from fI. th rust of 
the horn, which ripped open a. wid e gash from the collar 
bone to the ear. ",Vith the death of the buffalo, t,he 18.$t 
scene which terminated the strange rites commenced; 
men, women, and childrtln pressing forward and jostling 
one anothr:r in their eagerness to sainte the dead beast 
by placing their heads botween its horns, and weeping 

• A.borigio.! 'I'ribe. of fobe Kilgin Hilla, uno. 
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a.nd mourning in pairs ; the facial expreseion of grief 
being mimicked when tears refused to flow spontaneously. 

It has been snggest:.ed - that tue numerous figures of 
large.horned buffaloes, Bumo with bell~ round thei r necks, 
made of cla.y, which al'(.j fonnd in the Nilgiri cairns, a.re 
monnmunts of the antiquity of l,be 'l'odn. cnstom of 
sacrificing buffa loes decora ted u' ith be ll s at funera ls, 

A few days aft.cr t.he dry fun eral ceremony, 1 was 
invited to be pl'esent at tho grooll fuuo rnl of a young 
gil'l who had died of snm.l l.pox five da.ys previously. I 
proceeded accoJ'diugly to thtl 8COUO of the recent cere· 
mony, and there, in compa ny with a small gathoring of 
Toda.s fl'om the neighbouring mauds (among them the 
only white·ha.ired old woman whom I have soon), a.wnited 
!.he nrnval of the f UDurnl cortege, the approach o{ which 
waa aunounced by tho advancing strains of Kota music. 
Slowly the procession came over thf) brow of the hlU i 

tue corpse, covered by r~ cloth, on a rude ladder-like 
bier, borne on the shoulders of four men, followed by 

two Kota musicians; the mother can 'iod hidden withi» 
a. sac k ; r ela.tiv('s and men carryiug bags ()f ritle nnd 

. jaggory, a.nd bundles of wood of tbe kia.r. tree (/iJu(/(mia 
A rnottia1la ) fo r the ftUleral py re. Arri vE!d opposite a 
small hot, whioh hut been specially built {or the cere. 
monial, the corpse was romoved from the bier, Io.id on the 
groW;;d, {ace UPW8Iods , outside the hut, and saluted by 
men, women, and chiluren, with the same manifestations 
of grief as at the dry funeral . Soon the men moved 

• n. ColI.gNrI't, ) Itd.-.I Joon. Lit. So\f!.noe, XIV, 18407. Th.t fir .... 
,.ren.cf, to we no .. i. tile If-.drulh;lMIIII:I. 
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awa.v to 1\ short distance, and engaged in quiet conver· 
aatioo, leaving the females to continue mourning l'oUJ;ld 
the corpse, interrupted from timo to time by the arrival 
of detachments from distant mands, whose first duty was 

to salute the dead body. Meanwhile a neal' female 
relative of the dead child was busily engaged inside the 
hut, colleci,ing togethe r in a basket, small m eaSU fflS of 
rice, ja.ggery, sago, hOI\ey~corob. null the girl's simple 
toys, which wen ' subsequently to be burned with the 
corpse. rrhe mOllru ing cea~ing after a. t ime, tills corpse 
was placed inside the hut, flod followed by tho near 
rela.tives, who there continued t,{} weep over ,to A 
detachment of men and boys, who had set out in searoh 
of t,hfl buffaloes whioh wera to be sacrificed, now returned 
driving beforo them th ,'oo cows, ,,·hich escaped from 

their pursuers to 1'e-join tho main herd , A long pans", 
ensued, and, after n. very vrolonged dri've, threB more 
COW8 were guided iuto a s wampy m:wsh, wht:re one of 
them was caught by the horos as at the dry funeral, 
and dragged reluciautly, but wi th litUe show vf figbt, to 
the weird strains of Kota drum and fl ute, in front of 
tho hut, whero iI, was prolllvt1y des patched by a blow on 
the poll. 'l'ho corpse was now brought from wit.hin the 
hut, and placod 1 faco llpwards, with its fetlt rosting on 
tho foreh ead of the buffalo, wbose lIeck: wns decorat.ed 
with a silver chain, s ll ch as is wor'n by 'fodas round the 
loiua: to suspend t,be ho.lJg l, ti, as 00 bell wn S Il.vailable, and 
the horns were smeared with butter. Then followtrl the 
same frantic manifestations of grief as at the dry funeral. 
amid whioh the llnhappy mother fa.inted from sheer 
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exhaustion. Mourning OVO l', the corpSt> was mndo to 
go throug~ a form of ceremony. I'e!'lomblillg that wh ioh 
is performed at the fifth mon th of pr(lgnancy with the 
first child. A small boy, three year's old, was se1ected 
from among tho rolativos of the doad gil'l , and taken by 
mH ht.th l;w in !)oat'(lh of :t corl,uin g.'ass (A1Ul1'Q)Jogon 
Scl/(ellantk1~1'), and ,-L twig of a s lu'ub ( Soplwm yln.u.oa), 

which we re bl'ougiLt to tho ~ pot where tho COl'pSO Was 

lying, The mother of thu dead child t hen withdrew 

ono of its Jlands fl'om the putkiili, and f,he boy placed 
the gt'ass and I,wig in tho hand, a lld limes, plantains, 
I'ice, jltggery, houey-comb, and butter ill !,Iw pocket of 
the putkiil i, wili ch II'IlS tllolJ sti~ched wiLlI noodJe and 
thread in a circu lar patteI'll. The boy's fllt lieJ' till:!u too k 
off his SO ll' 8 pllLkli li, and covorcd him with it, fr 'Oni head 

to foot . Thus (;o vel'ud, tho boy remflinod oUI,sido lJto 
hut till tbo morning of the H)OJ'!'OW. wa.t.nhed t hrough the 
night by nefl.l' rulat ives of himself aud his dOl,d bl·ide. 
[00 the occasion of tho fUD OJ'3.1 of an uUlnllrl'ied hut, !l 
girl is, in like manner selected, covOI'ecl witil her putkilli 

frolD head to foo t, and a metal vesse l, fi lleif with jaggery, 
rioe. etc. (to be subsequently burnt on tho funera.l pyro), 
placed for a short t.ime withi n the folu s of the put.kOli. 
Thus covered, t.he girl rlJmains till noxt morning, wl\tchod 
through tho dreary hours vf tbo mght. by relatives, The 

same ceremony i.~ pel'fol'med ovel' the corp9(l of Il married 
woman, who has not borne children. the huabant.l acting 
as such for the last time, in tJw vain hope that the 

woma.n ma.y produce issuo in heaven,] Tb", quaint cere­
monial concluded. t.he cor~e WflS bor'ne away to t}re 



180 :DBA"&" OBBBIIONi:BB. 

burning-ground within the ahola.) and, a.fter mmoval of 
some of tlw hair by the mother of the newly w! dded boy, 
burned, with face turned upwards,- amid the music of the 
Kotn b;ud, the groft,os of tile assembled crowd squatting 
on tb e- ground, and the genuine griof of the nearest 
rl)Jatives. The buruiD~ concluded, R. portion of the skull 
was removed from the ashes, !lnn handed over to the 
recently made mother-ill-law of the dead gil'1, and wrapped 
up wiLh tbe hail' in the bal'k of the tild t ree (MCJi0811uz 
pun.g6i~) . A second buflh.io , which, properly sperucing. 
should have boon slain befol'o the eor-pse WilS burnt, was 
then sacrificed, and rice and jaggtlry were distributed 
among Lito cr'owd, which dispersed, leaving behllld the 
youthful widowf' J' lind his custodians, who, after daybreak, 
partook of a mt-lal of I'icc, and returned to their mands; 
the boy's mother taking wi th her the skuif and hail' to 
her mand, whore it would ,'omain until th e celebration of 
the dry funom!' No at.tention i:l paid to the ashes after 
cremation, but they al'e left to be scattered by the winds. 

A further 0ppDl,tuuity offered itseH to be present 
at the gl'oen funeral of au eld('rly woma.n on the open 
downs not fut' from our head-quartors, io connection with 
which certain deto.ils, not I'~coru ed in my orjgin~ account. 
of the funol'aJ cOl'olnol1ips, possess 80lne iooorost. Thtl 
cor pso W1\8, at the Lime of 1)Il1' arr'ival, laid out on a rude 
biot, within a.D. improvised arbour covel'od wit.h leaves 
'and (lpon nt each end, and tended by SOUle of the female 
relatives. At some littlo distance, a -conclave of Toda. 

• M .... h .. U .tato-.. tJ,.t '''' ...... "o&rulu.1 to MOerl-o.ill tllat the Illaoiul lbe 
bod, with it_fACt' do __ dI h-.d no' been an _id6llw clre~n ... t.noe." 
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men, who rose of on~ accord to greet us, was squatting' 
in a circle, among whom worn many venerable white~ 

turbaned elders of the tribe, Pl'ooocted f,'om th!) scorch­
ing sun by palm-leaf umbrellas, Amid much joking, 
and speeoh-making by the veterans, it was docided tba.t, 
as tbu eldest 800 of tbo doconsod womau wn.s doad, 
leaving a widow, this d;}l1ghto l'-iu-law should he united 
to the second sou, and' that I bey should livo together 98 

man and wife, On tho announcement of the decisioD, 
tho bridegroom. elect snluted tho principal 'l'OdM present 
by placing his bCl\d on thoil' foot, whicu were sometimes 
conoea.led within the ample foJds of t he body-cloth. At 
the funoml of a married wo man, three ceremonies must, 
I WllS informed, be perfol'lllcd, if possible, by a da.ughter 
or daught,cr-in-law, viz. !-

(1) r:r ying a leafy branch or the tiviri shrub (Atylosw 
Oandollcalla ) in tbe putkfili of t.he COI' p SC : 

(2) Tying balls of thread and cow "y shells Oll the 
arm of the corpse, just above the elbow; 

(3) Setting fil'o to t,he funOl'al pyr~, which was, on 
tho present occasion, done by lighting- 8. rn.g witb a maoob. 
in 800 account of a. 'l'Odll, g reen funeral Al r, \Valhollse 
notes - that, "when tho pil~ WI\s completed, fire was 
obtained by l'ub bin~ two d.·y sticks together. This was 
done mysteriollsly and apart, 1'01' such a. mode of obtain­
ing fire is looked upon as something secret and sa.cred." 
'fhe buffalo capt ure took place amid tbe usual excitement 
and f~eedom from accident; and , later ill the day, 
the stalwart buffalo catchers turned up at tbe travellers' 

• bd. A.Dt.. .• m. 187 • . 
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bungalow for a POtU' hI/i re in retUl'n , as they said, £01' treat· 
iug us to -.1\ good fi ght. 'I'he beasts seloctod for i'\8.crifioo 

were a full grown cow and a. yOUllg calf. As they wore 
draggec1 near to the corpse. now' romoved from the arbonr, 
butter was smeared ovor the horus, and a bell t ied round 
the neck. Tho bol1 was subsequtJnt.ly ,'omoved h'y Kotas, 
in whose custody it. was to remai n till t he next dry 
fuueraL Tho death blow. 01' I'ath(\r Beri es of blows, 
ha.ving beon deliv~red with t.he but.tr-ond of all ale, the feet 
of the corpse WO l'tj placed in tho mouth of the buffalo. J n 
the case of a male C01'pse. the hands arc made to clasp the 
llom s. rpbe cust,otn:1.ry mou l'Uiug in oou ples concilided, 
tbe corpse, clad ill foul' cloths, was canied on the 
8tretcher to a hollow iu th{l lleighbouI'ing shola.. <lnd 
placed by the sida e)f t,Le funora.1 pyre, which had ooon 
rapidly pi led up, Tho illnel'most cloth was black in 
oolour, and s imilar to that WOl'n by the holy pii.l fl.l (priest) 
of the ti "ieri (sacred m~Uld) , Next to it came Do putklili 
deoorated wit h blue and red e Ulbroidel'Y, outside whioh 

; again was a plaio white putkult covered ave,' by a red 
ootton ctbth of Em'orean manufacture, Seatefl by t.be 
Bide of the pyre. ueal' to which I was courf,cvusly invited 
to take a seat on the stump of a rhododendron, was an 
elderly I'ela.tivo of t he dead woman, who, while watohing 
the ceremonial. \vas placidly engaged in ,t.he rnanufaot llre 
of a bally walking-stick with th~ a id of a glass scraper , 
',rhe proceedings were wa.tched on behalf of Government 
by a. fOl'est guard , a lld a police constable who, with 
marked affectation, beld his handkerchief to his nose 
tJll'oughout the oel'amania!, Tho COI'pSC was deooralod 
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with brass rings, and within thfl plltkilli were stowed 
jaggery, a scroll of paper adornw with COWl'] sbeUs, 
snuff and tobacco, oocoanuts , biscuits, various kinds 
of g rain, ghl, houey, and a tin -framed lookiug -glll.Ss. 
A long purse, con tainillg 3 silvtlt YOIl a,nd au Areot rupee 
of the East India COlll pany, was tied up in thl:) putktlli 

close to tho foot. These prllliminarios ooncluded. tho 
corpse was hoisted up, and SW lIl1g three times over Lhe 

now burning PYl'e, abovo which a mimic bier, made 
of slender twigs, was held. This c{'romonial, wherein 
pl'esumably tho sph' it was suppo::wd to rle part heaven­
wards (to Amnor). concl uded, the body was stripped of 
its j ewelry, and a lock of hair cut off by the daughte.J·. 
in-Ia.w fol' presen'atioll , together wit h a fragment of 
the skull, until tbe dry flill erai. As soon as Iho pyr~ was 
fa.irly ablaze, the mOlll' no,·s, wi Lli ttllt\ e:tc(' ption of 80 rne of 
the female j,platives, left, the shola, ann Lh~ lUe ti, nongl'o. 

gating 011 tLtl SUIlltlliI, of a. neighbouriuJ{ hill, invokod their 
god. Four men, SL'izcd, appa rently in im itation oC thu 
Rota devutli , with divino fron zy , uogan to sh iver and 
gestic ulat e wildly. while J'Unniog blindly to fl.ll d flo wit,h 
closed eyes a nd shaking hea'h. They t hOll began to 
talk iu Malayall\ffi . anti offel' all oxplnn:~"ion of an 
extraordinary phenomenvn , which had f\pp~:u'cd in the 
form of a gigantic figure, wh lCu disappeared as ~ llddeTlly 
a, it. appE:ared. At the annual con'mollY of walking 
througb Bre (hot ashes) in tllat year, two factions 
arose owing to some dissension, and two scts of ashos 
were used. Tbis seems to have annoyed thp, gods, and 
those concerned were threatened wit.h speedy I·uin. But 
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the whole story was very vague. The possession by Borne 
Todas of a smattering of Malayruam is explained by the 
fact that, when grazing their buffaloes on the northern 
and western slopes of tho Nilgiris, they como in contact 
with the Malayalam-speaking people from the neighbouring 
Malabar district. 

The death of ~l man in a. Kholld village requires u 
purificatory ceremony on tho seventh da.y, ill the course 
of which a. buffalo is sacrificed. Wheu staying a.t Rota­
gi ri on tbe Nilgiris a. few years ago, Lho weird strainB 
of the Kota band announced to me that death reigned 
in the Kota yjllag-o. Soon after daybreak, 1\ detach­
mont of \'i llagera haswlletl to cOllvey the tidings of the 
droth to the Kotas of the neighbouring viJlng~s. who 
arri ved au the sCtjue latcl' ill the day in Iudinn file, men 
in front and women in tile real'. As they drew D!!8,.r to 
the place of mourning, they all, of one accord, com­
menced the orthodox manifestations of grief, and wore 
met by a deputation of villagers accompanied by the 
band. Meanwhile a red flag, ti.ed to the top of a bamboo 
pole, was hoisted flS a !Signal of deatb in the village, and a 
party h!\d gone off to a. glade, game two miles distnnt, to 
obta in wood for Ibe constructioll of the funeral car (w l·n). 
The car, Whf'll completed, was an eiaboraLe structure, 
about eightet1n l eet in height, made of wood and bnmboo, 
in four tiers, each with a ca.nopy of t urkey red nndyeJlow 
cloth, norl An upper canopy of white cloth trimmed 
with red, snrmounted by u hlac.,k umbrella of European 
manufacture, decomted with red ribands. The car was 
proCtlsely adorned throughout with red flags and long 
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white streamers, and with yOlmg plan tain trees at 
the ba.<;e, T ied to UH.~ CRI' werp (). c:'llabasb aod n bell. 
During the const rnction of the car f·he corpse re~aioed 
within the llollse of t,lte dl'ceMed Illilll, out6ide which tho 
relatives aud villngel's continued mout'lling to the dirge. 
like music of the blind, which plays so prominent 0. part 
at the death cf'I'emollies oC both Todas and Kotas. Ou 
the completion of t.h e 06.1', 1:110 in iho a(t,ernoon, it wa.s 
il eposited in front of ibo hou ;.{'. The corpse dressed up 
in n coloured turb:lIland g:ll1dy coat ns fol' a nnutol,i. vnrt,y, 
with i't garland of flowers ronnd th€' Deck , nnd t 'WQ rupees, 
:1 h:l1f rupee, :lnd Sfl\'cl'l'ig-1l gummed a D to the forehead , 
was b1'ought fr om wit.hiu t.he house, lying fnce npwHrds 
a ll 1\ oat" 8.llIi plucf'd beneath the lowest canopy of the cllr. 

Ne~u' the head were placed i,'oll imploments and tL bag of 
rice, o.t the feet a hng or t.ubo('f'.o, and beneath Lhe cot 
baskets of grain , rice , cakes , l'tc . The cOl'p3e wns covered 
by c10ths offerc(l to it a!~ pl'esent s. and before It Ihose 
Kotas who were YOl1lJger than the lI('nd Il\nD PI'ostl'a..teil 
themselves, while tho~e who we\'e oldtll' tonched the hend 
of the corpse, and bOlVed to it. Al'ound tho car the malt 
members of the c01Umunit~· executed a wild stop.dnncc, 
keeping t.ime wi lh t,he music in the execution of vo.rio u~ 
£a.ntastic movemlmts of the arms nntl legs. During the 
long hours of the night mOllrning W;lS kept up to tb(· 
almoBt: incessn.nt mllsic of the blind, nncl the early manl 
disooveJ'erl many of the villager'! iu an advanoed stage or 
intoxioation. Throughout the morning dancing rounel 
the car was continued by men, sober and inebriated, 
with brief intervals of rest. and a. young buffalo waf! 

24 
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sla.ughtered n.q a mat.ter of rou~ine forlY! , with no special 
ce remonial , in a pl!n outside the vill age, by bloWR 0 11 

tbe bock nnd nook administered with t bo keen edge 
of an adze. 'I'owflrds midday presents of r ice from the 
relati ves of tho dead m a D fll' riYod OD th o back of n 
pony, which wm~ r:"l rafled )"o llnd the Ctl DPra1 car. l~'rom 

It vessel coutnin ing r ico anel J'ice wat(>l', J'ice wa.c; crnm· 
mad int('l the mouth!; of tho near rolat,ive!>, f'ome of I,he 
wntel' pollt'cd OV6 1' their heads, alld j,be remai ndm' otTCl'6Cl 
to the COI'V"C', At, lnt,cl'vu\!:l a musket, chnl'g'C'd with 
gnnpowdC'I', wil iC'h pl'on>ll intOI' Oil fI dnngol'o l1s wenpon 
ill tllc hnlHl.'1 of nn inr.oxical,cd Kota, was let olT, :lUd tho 
bel! on t,be cal' "Img. A boul, it P.lI., t,he t ime announced 

tOl' tilt' fllne l'a [, tll l1 (l~ t bl.'flI'ing UlC COI'PfolC, f,'olll tbe (0\'C'­

head of which 111(' coins "ao been I'Cm O\'c(l-, W flS c:ll 'l'ied 
outsido the vj[hgC', followed by t ho widow lLU d n t hrong 
of Ko tfl S of bOl h l'(l;{(lS , yo ung an,l old, a nd t.he cat" wa~ 

OUl'riorl to tha foot. of the hi ll, t hal'o 10 fI,wait. tho nl'l'i val 

of t.he corpse a n (' I' tho pod ol'm:mce of vm'iou!' cel'Cmonies. 
Seated t(lgetllol' u.t. some distance fl'O Ill the corpse, t.he 
women con t.inued to mou r n un til t ho fuocl' ll \ [ll'ocossioll 
w aR out of l"igh t, t hoge who cOl1ld Ilot cry !l:pontancol1s1y, 
or oompel t.lw tellt's to flow, mimicking the ax pl'ossion or 
woe by cont.ol'l,ion of the gl'ief muscles. T he most poign­
ant, g l-ier was diRIJlftyerl by mll n, in a state of extreme 
intoxication, who sat a.pnrt by himself, ho wling and 
sobbing. and wound up by creati ng cOJlsidcm ble di ~tllrb­
auce at tlle b urning ground. 'I'h l'ce young bulls were 
brought from the village, and loel round the corpsC'. Of 
t.1Hme, two .wol'e pOl'mi tiM to escape fo r l11 e time being. 
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while a vaiu atw mpt, which wonld ha.ve excited fille 
• derision of the expert Tocla buffn.lo ('atehers, vms made 

by three men hallg iug on to t.he head and tail to steol' 
!,he t hird bull up tu the head of the COl'pse, 'J'heanima l, 
however, proving- refl'actory, it, was deomed discreet to 

pu t all oud to its existcllcu by Ol blow on tile poll wit/I 
t ho bu tt-end of all adze, at somo distallco f l'om tl lc corpse. 
which was caJTiud lip to ii, ltllt! TUa.<.l6 to ~a] lIte t hu dead 
beast's htlad wi Lh Lhe I'ight hand ill ff'eble imitation of t he 
impressivo Toda CC I't.: lUoliial. The cal'case of the bull was 
saluted by n. few or tho KOlt~ ilion, and subseqllently 
carried ofT by P;~l'ai)'a.us, ~IIJlPol'ted hy fotllalfls , the 
c:xhausted widow of 1111) dc;\d man, who had fainted 
M rlior in UIO da.y. was drag-ged li p to tJte cOI'pse, nnd, 
Jyiug back oosiJt.: it, hml to :,uhlllit to thf' ordoa l of ,'emo, 'a l 
of all hel' jewel .,y l tht.: hmL\,y l)1'flsS bangle being hammered 
off t he wrist, suppOl't.ed 011 a woodlm rol lul', by oIt­
,'opoate<.l smart, blow!; with mallol Rull chiaol, delivered by 
a. village bJacksmil,l1 ass isted by a besol Len indiv iduRI 
noted a.s a consumel' of twelve gmills of ophllJl ltaily, The 
ornaments, as removed, wore collected in II basket, to 
Oe worD again by t he widow aft ('I' sevl..'ral mouths, 'llhia 
l'evolLing cel'emony ... .oncluded, an rl a last saluta.tion 
given by the wielow u. he I ' dead husband, a.rches of 
bamboo ware a.ttached to tho cot, which was covered 
over wit.h a coloured table -cloth hid illg t,he eOl'pso from 
sight., A procession was t,hen formed, composed of 
the corpse on the cot, preceded by t he car and musi. 
cia.ns, and followed by 'tna le Kotas a nd Uadagafl, Kota 
women carrying the basket,s. of grain and cakes, a vessel 
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containing til'e. burning camphol', a.ud, bring ing up the 
real', a high dignit~r'y or the church, an amatftuf pho. 
tographer, and myself. Quickly th£> procession marched 
to the burning ground beyond the bazar, situated 
iu a valle)' by the side of a stream running through 
a. glade in a dell se undergt'owth of bracken fern and 
tl'a.iling vassion-flower. On al'l'ivai at t he selected spot, a 
Dumuer of agile KoLas s \\'unuod up the sides of the C31'," 
aud stl'ipped it of its adornments, iucluding t,ho umbrella, 
and a Creo fight fo r t he possess ioll of the olot hs and 

flags &osuod. Tho dennded ca r was the1l placed over 

the corpse, which, deprived of an valuable ol'nameuts, a.nd 
still lying all the cot. face upwards. ha.d heen meanwhile 
placed, amid fl. noisy st.:eui.' of bl'a.wling, au the rapidly 
const ructed funeral pyre. Al'ound Lhe ca"r faggots of 
fire-wood, supplied, ill liUl! of wreath s, by different 
families in the dead m fw 'R vill age. fiS a tri bute of respect 
to the deceased , Wtlrc pil ~d up, and the pyre was lighted 
with torohes kindled at a 61'e which was burulng on the 
ground close by. As [.\oon as the pyre was in a blaze. 
tobacco, cheroots, olot,lI s, and gl'aiu were distributed 
among those present, and the fnncl'al j>arty dispersed, 
discussing the e'-cuts of the day as they rt' tul'ned to their 
homes, leaving :l. few men behind in cllarge of the burn­
ing corpse. And peace I'eigned onue more in the Kota. 
'Tilla.ge. A few da.ys later the funoral of au elderly Kotll 
womau took place wi th a very similar ceremonial. But, 
suspended from the ha.ndle of the umbrella. on the top of 
the car was a rag dnll, which, in appearance. resembled 
an r A.unt Sa.lly.' 
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Of the death rites as carried out bJT the Badaga, sob· 
division of the Badagas of the t\ ilgil'is tlle rollowing nole 
was recorded du ring a l'ecent visit t.o Kotagiri. When 
death is drawing near, a. gold coin, called Virara~ra hans. 
or fanam , dipped in butter or ghi, is given to the dying 
man to swa11ow. If M is ioa far gODe to be cap..'l.ble of 
swallowing, the coin is, according t.o Air. S. AL 1'-a,tesa 
Sastri,· tiea round the arm. But, OUl' informants told us 
thatt,rue is notdono at the presen t, dar. " If," :AIr . Gover 
wri tes,t ' .. tbe t inr o~in r,; lip down, well. 1::I e will need 
bolli gold aud ghee, thfl olle to sustain his strength in the 
dark journey to the rivel' of death, the oiliel' to Cee the 
gua.rdian of the fauT· lih- bridge Olal, svans the dreaded 

. tide. If sense remaill to the wretched man, he knows 
that now his death is nigh. Desvai r and the gold make 
recovery impossible, and ,hel'e itl· .... nODe who have 

swallowed the Biriauhana, and ,ret have lived, II 
insensibilit:r or deathly weakuess make it impossible tOl 

the coin t,o pass the thorax, it is cal,pfuUy bound in clotb, 
and tied to the right arm, so that there may be nought. to 
hintler the passage of a WQt'WIY soul iUlo Ihe regions of 
the blessed." The giving of !be coin 10 flip dying man 
is apparently au important item, and ill the Hadaga folk. 
tales a man on the poim, of dooth is made to ask for a, 
VIraraya fanam. When life is ex tiucl, the corpse is kept 
within the hOll se until the erection of the fu neral car 
(gudikattu) is co.mplet.e<1. Though ]'Ir. Gover states 
that the burning must not be delayed more than twent.y. 
(our hours, at the p l'esent day the Badagas postpone the 

• lflWb .. ChriI,L. CoU. lJagaliD(l, 1892. 
t Folk SotIp of 80lltMrn Lldil, 1871. 
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fuu er,,1 lill all Ill(' Be'II' I'elution!' hM'f' :\sseiubled. even if 
liti s Jlf?OP!l1l jtates ,ill" keepiog of the lIaad body for t/wo 
01' i1I1'ee da,ys. Cl'em:\tion may take p lace 011 any My, 
(·xcepl TlIcsLla,y. ~rw 1! or a tl f"a l.h is cOI,,, eyed to di staut 
hamlet s (hnlli s) by H '1.'01'1.':)";1,* who ;i; paid;~ rupee for 

hi ~ !W1·vit·(>~. Ou Oll)proachiug a \LamiE'l , he I'cmoves his 
IUI"i):lIl , to ::;ignif,'- the naturt' of hi ., (,'Taml, .iUd, st.ulIding 
011 Ihf' side of a. hill , r plI s oul " Dho! Dho' Who is ill 
I h(' h:lmlf'1 "~ Ha\';ng imp; l l· If'.llti ~ news, he )JI'oceeds on 

hi" jonnwJ 10 dl6 ucxl llHm] pl. Un the mOl'uing of thf' 
Ila,y lixctl for th E> flll'''''III , till ' rOl'p8p i.Ii taken on '-\ charpoy 
or ILtt,tiv(' \'01 10 an O\,t' li ~ lla('f', and il bufhlio h.-'d thrir,c 
,'oulld il. Thl' right haud of til(> (~Ol'pSI' is then liit,('(l up, 
alld pa'lsed 0\,f'1' tll f' II OI'IHJ nr thro butJido. A. little milk is:. 
ilra,wll , alltl pOll/'NI into rhl' Illoluh of the corpsp. Pri Ol' 
10 tJlis Cf'rf'11l0nr, I wo 01" I hl'f'B buffaloes mar lw leI, loose. 

ilttd aile of them captur('1/ ) HfLO!' the manuel' of t he Todas, 

brought neas' Ihp. roq)se , aull couductPd s'ouml the cot. 
Th~ funeral ca r (rront,ispioo(') is buill up in fi\·~ to cleven 

liPI's , dccol'lIfNl with ('Iojh ~ and streamers, nud one tjcl' 
must be covPI't'd with black chi.ut)';. By the poorol' mem­
bers or Ihe cOlllmultity the car is r~ placed by a cot 
con'roo "With cloth. tlnu sUl'filOunterl by five umbrellas, 
Imme<.liate\y after the buffalo ceremony, the corpse is 
ccu'ried to the 'cur, aud placed ill the lowest storoy thereof, 
wasned. :wd d l'essed ill coat and turoolJ. A new dhupati 

(coarse oloth) is wrapped I'ou.lld it. Two silver coins­
Jav..'Ulcse yens or l'upees- nre stuck on theforenead. Be­
I H~A.t.h the cot are pla~ed a crowoo,', and basket..s containing 
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cakes, parched-paddy, tobacco, ch ick pea (Oicl'1' m'jetinum). 
jaggery, and samai (P ollit:um ,rdlirn'/') flOlll', A nlllnbel' 
of women, relations tltld f,-ienel8 of thf' d Aad mlltl, then 
makes. rush to t he cot, alld. sitting on if round the corpse, 
keep Oil wai ling, wh ile n. woman uen!' its head J'ing8 I\. 

bell. 'Vhen one batch i ~ ti!'Nl, it ik "eplaced by nuolhel'. 
Badngn men then POUI' in in Irll'ge numl.>f'l·s, a nd 80l\lt e 
i.lle corpse b~' tOllch ing thf' hf'!l.rl, ' l'OI'PY:1R and female 
relatious to uching ti ll> fN'\' Of llios£' who !<Iulut", a few 
place inside the dh llp.'lti tl piN'" of wiJiip cloO) wilh I'~ l 

and yolInw st,ripe~. whit h ha~ \)('on specially preplll'cd 
fOl' the pUI'pOSO. All tJIOIl l'l'ocee<i to dn.nce "ouod the 
car to t,he music of the KotA hand, 1\(-:11' lnll l (1 "ola.tion l'l 
removing thei,' tlll'han 01' woollon Ili~hicnp, n!4 II mal·k of 
respect, during tllO fi )·sf. f,ln'N' rE' \ ' ol llli nJ)~ . }10.'11 of i1w 
mn.Ie dancers arE' fll'OSSNI up in gall!l:, petticoats flllfl 'smart 
tl1l'bans, "No WOIll:lll," -?Ill-. Nou';ll\ Sastt·; writ.a8, 
" mingles in t ho funPI'a.l dCLDC4' if lh(~ doad person IS ~ ,.,. 

man, but, if tho doce:lse,1 i~ a woma!!, ono oltl womOll , 
the neal'est "c)ati ve or t he rieail, lakek pm'! jn it," nut, 
at the funel'nlB of two meu wh icb wo witno.'iscd, a rew 
worneu da uc:ecl t.ogether with Lho m tj l l. Us ua1ly I,h(l 
tribesmen continuo to lLl'I'ivf' 1I1It ii :! 01' ~ t'.M . HelM,iolls 
collect outside the "magf', Illld a{\vlluce ill fl body townt'de 
the car, Borne, espooially the sons-iu-Iaw of the deafl ma u, 
I'iding on ponies. some of which CllJ'J',Y samul g t'ain. A~ 

t hey approach t.he Clt l', thf',l' "hout ''.In.! hoch; .In. ! 
llooh." The Muttu Kotas * bl'lng n double iron Rickie 

• F. lJ(lh B.wr.ga r.mtly baR;" )lI/U" KOla, ",hI! h .. to 1II,k., j101\ irepl". 
m'!':lTt . , 1"1.lI8ll., 11\.0., In return r," &0 lIoou .. 1 prHlItI1 01 graill. 
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with imitation buffalo horns on the tip. which is placed. 
with a hatchet, buguri (flUte)1 and walkmg.stick. on the 
cot or on the ~round beside it. When all ~re assembled, 
the cot is carried to an open .,pace between the house 
and the burmng gronnd, followed by the eRr and a party 
of women ca.rrying the bnskets containing grain. etc 
The car is then stripped of its t rappings, and hacked 
to pieces The widow is brought close to the cot, and 
removf''! her nose-<3crew (r>lemukkuththi), and other 
jewels 'Phf> nO'le·qcrew may bfI only worn by :t woman 
married to a mnn of tho Madave eX0g'4mOU'I Rept on two 
occasion E., ,lot thE' ftlneral of her husba.nd, and at thf' 
mandedanda ff'qtival, whpu the fil'st born child i'l taken 
to the temple At both the fl1DCral 'l which we witnessed 
the widow had a narrow strip of coloured chintz over hel' 
shonldel'~ Standing llf~ar the l'orpse, sho removed a hit of 
wire from het' ell.r-rings, n lock of hair, and II palm-leaf 
roll from tbe lobe of tbr ear, and tied them up in the 
cloth of her dead husband After her, the sisters of the 
dead man cut off a lock of hAil', and, in like manner, tied 
it in thft cloth. Womf'n attached to a man by illegiti­
mate t,les 80mrtimes also cut off a lock of hair, and, tying 
it to a twig of Voriolll1'a viscos{t, place it in~ide the cloth. 
Very imprsBsivr IS the reCitatlOn, or aftEr-death confession 
of a. dead man's 8in~ by an elder of the tribe standing 
at the head of the corpse, and ra.pidly chauting the fol~ 
lowing lin~s, or a variation thereof, while he 1f&ves his 
tight hand during eaoh line towardR the fept. The repro-' 
duction of the recitation in my phonograph Daver failed to 
impress the daily audience of Badagas, Kolu ",II TodaB. 
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• 
This is the deat.h of Andi. 
In hi, memory the oaU of the cow Belli! ha.s been let ftel. 
From thi& world to the othor 
Be ~ in IL car. , 
Everything the IDIm did in thja world. 
AU the aina oornmittod by the 1Ul000tOl'1l. 
All the aiua (.'ODlmlttcti }ly hie f01"6fatben. 
All the sine committed by bis pltrGllh. 

All tbo sins oommittod by himlll.'if. 
The eatranging of brothors 
Shifting tho bollndllrJ ljno. 

'N 

i!:uCI'Oaching on a neighbour'a Ir\ad by removing tho hedge. 

Driving aw" brothers aud sieW>n. 
Cutting the kalli tree stealthily. 
OutHug the mulli t roG outside hie uouudary . 
Dragging tho thorny hrolwlice of tho kollo tnm. 
Sweeping wuh 8. brnom. 
Splitting green branches_ 
Telling li ... 
Uprooting seedlinge. 
Pluoking growing plants, IIn(i throwiug them in the IUD • 

• Giving young biroa to cats. 
Troubling tho poor and oripple • . 
Thro"ing roful6 water in front of tho lIun . 

Gemg to .1cop aftor Iet"lnr a.u oolipeo of the mOOD. 

Lookingeuviow!l.y III a. buff"loYloldingaD abundll.uoo of milk 
Being je~loul of the gooll orop, of othora 
BemovWg ooQ.II.dary stonol. 
Umg a oalf eat free at ~ho funeral. 
Polluting wamr with dirt. 

. Urinating on burning emberL 
Ingratitude to the priellt. 
OarryiDg WN W the higher authoritu.. 

~oieoning lood. 
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Not feeding a hungry per llOD. 

Not. giving me to one half fro~6U . 

Killing enakea and OOWI. 

Killing 1i1.aro8 a.nd blood-8uokel"ll. 
Sbowing 8. wroug path . [on tho gronnd. 
Getting OD tlJO cot, and allowing bia fatho r-in-law to sloop 
Sitting on a. raill(l41 o;eramlllh. and driving tbonoo bie mother­
Going against naturAl iU8fillot~. LID-law. 
Troubling dllughtcrll-iu-llLw. 
Breaking open lakol. 
Broaking open reacrvoin ol ... ·ator. 
Being 001'IOU8 of the ptolporH Y (If other villagee. 
Gotting angry with peo}Jlc 
Mi,loading tra.veUorll In lhe forest. 
'l'hough thom 00 Ull'6C hUlldl"f'd such !line, 
Let th,-,m all go wit.h tli(> cnl f lot fNle to-day. 
May the SIUI bo oompleteJy removed! 
M.ay the erne bo fargi vou ! 
.May the door of liOA Ven bo open! 
May u..o door of bell bo olosed! 
May the hllDd of cbarity be oxtended! 
May the wiokt'J bl\nd bo shrivelled! 
May tho door open 8udden!y I 
May beauty or Bpleudour provnil nverywbore! 
MI.] til\) hot pillur booomu coo!od ! 
May tue tbread bridgo ~ hocome tight I 
May the pit of pcrditioa Lo oIollOd! 
May the thorny path lK-oome amooth 1 
'May the moutb of the worm-holl:! be ololWd ! 
May lIe f'('llch the golden pillar! 
May he rub agllj a~t the silver pillar! 

• Tbo bridlJtl ,pNUlillg tho river or death, whiob tlul ~d ~ U. .uetT. 
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Holdillg tho feet of tlJe 8l:r thon811Jlfl At-hu, 
Holding the feet of tho twelve thousand Pathis, 
Holding the feet of Bn1hmn, 
Holding the feet of tho calf BOt £roo to-dn.y , 
May ho roach the abode of &'11.1 

So mote it be. 

Tho reCItation i~ repeat(ld thricti, and 1\ fow Badagss 
repeat t.he last words of each line after the oldllr. As 
the cerclDony wit.nasBcd by us differs l1lntcrially from the 
account t hereof given by Govur t.hirty-four years ago, 1 
may appropl'iately quote his description. "By a convon­
tional lDorle of expression, tho sum total of sins 1\ man 
may do IS said to be thil'tu£>n hundred. Admitting that 
tho dE'ceasoo has performed them all, the performer cries 

aloud 'Stay not their flight to God's PUI'O feat.' As he 
closes, the whole assembly chautc nloud • Stay not their 
Bight.' Again 1.b.e performer euters into details, and 
cries' He ktllod tho crawlmg snako. It is n. sin.' In a 
moment tbe last word IS caught 11P. n.ntl all the people 
cry' It is a. sin.' As they shoul, the performer luys his 
hand upon the calf. The SlO 18 trau:.ferroo to the calf. 
Thus the whole catalogue is gone through in this impres .. 
sive way. But this is not enough. As the last sbout 
• Let all he well J dies S.WlI.y, the pedormer gives place 
to another, sud again confession IS made, and a.ll the 
people shout • It is a sm.' A thtrd time it is d01l8. 
ThtlD, still in solemn silence, the calf is let 100s8. Like 

the Jewish soape-goat, it may never be o.sed for secular 
work." At the (unE-ra.ls of which we were spectatorll, 
110 calf was brought near tho corpse, and tbe oeIebraut& 



of the rites were satisfied with the marl' mention by naIllt!l 
of a ca.lf, which i.~ male or female according to the ee't 
of the deceased. If a deBd man leaves a. widow in a state 
of pregnancy, who has lIot performed the kanni·kattu, or 
marria.ge thread ceremony. this wust be gone through 
before the corpse is taken to the pyre, in order to render 
the child legitimate. A 11111D cannot, during life, cla.im 
the paternity of a child unlt.>ss Lo has thrown the kanni 
round his wife's neck dll1'in.L" the q.pventh month of her 
first pregnancy. 'l'he pregnant \Vom(4n iql at t4e tilDe of 
the funera.I, brought clOSe> to the cot, nnd fI, Ilear rfoJation 
of the decensed, taking IIp a cotton threAd twistec! in the 
form of a necklace wlthout IlJ1Y knot.~, throw~ it round 
her D€'Ck. SOmf'tlmes tho hand of the corp9f' is lifted up 
with 'the thread, and made to !Jlace it rOl1ud the neck. 
Soon after thfl. recit.utiou of tho sins, all the a.gnates go 
to the hous~ of tht! dead wan, at, the ontranCt' t.o which a. 
gunny-bag is spread, wherpoll a small quantity of paddy 
is poured, and a few C'ulms of (!JI~odvn Docfylun and a 
little cow-dung are placed au it. The eld(>st of the 
agI18tes, sick.le ill hand, takes some of the paddy, and 
moves 00, raising hath hands to his forehead. The other 
agDates then do t,he sa me, a.nd proceed, in IlJ.dian file, 
males in front and ft:lrnales in the rear, to the oorpse. 
Round it they wa.lk, trleo froUl left to right, a.nd women 
in the reverse direction, Dnd at the end of each circuit 
put some of the paddy on its face. The cot is then 
carried to the burning-ground, a. woman heading the 
procession, and shaking the end of her oloth all the way. 
The corpse is Iltid on the pyre with its feet to the IIOUih, 




