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and the pyrt:' lightorl by the oldest son llt..1DdiDg at the 
head. The sticks of which the car was constructed r.re 
added to the fuel. of which tllf' pyre is built up. In Bome 
places the ~OD, when lightlllg the pyn', repeats the words 
H Ueing begotten by my fathOl' and mother, I, in the 
presence of all and the neva, set fire at the head after the 
manner of my anCf'~t.or'i anrl forpfat.hers" On thB day 
following the fUDf'mJ , the berf'a.vt'd fn.m1iy distribute rice 
to an the Badagaq of thf' bamlet. a.nd n11 thfl near rela,­
tions of thf' d('cea.'led go to thf' bu rnlllg ground, taking 
Wlth thf'm two new pot'!, Thf' fire JS extinguished, 
and the fragments of the bones n.re c:>llected. A tray is 
made of the fl'onds of the brack.en fern (Pteritt nquilina) 
cuvered with a cluth, on WhlCh the bones are plaood 
together with culms of nlilOrltl1/ grass and ghI. The 
Badagas of tho hamlet who art' younger than the deceased 
salute the bones by touching them, and a iljw men, 
including the CIDer mourner, hold the tray, H.od oODvey 
it to the bone pit, which every ham lot possesses. Into it 
the bones are thrown, whIle au elder l'epefLts the warda 
.. Become nmted with the hoe of your relations, with your 
clan; and with the big people," or "Ms.y the young and 
old who ha.ve died, may all those whl) have died from 
time immemorial up to the present, time, mingle in one," 
When the pit has been closed up, a.1l return to the spot 
wheN the body was burnt, and, clearing a space, make a 
puddle, round which they stand, and throw into it a hand.. 
ful of koran (Setaria ita.lica), uttering the 'worda It May 
deaths cease; may evils cease; m.a.y good prevail in the 
viU,,!!,,; in .;..tue of the good deeds of the ancestors ... d 
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forefathers, ma.y this one mingle with them." This 
ceremony concluded, they repair to ft, stream, where 8 

member of the bereaved family shaves a Toreya. partially or 
completely. Some take a razor, and, after removing R 

patch of bair, pass f,he Tor('ya ott to a barber. All the 
agnates are then shavf'd by a. Da.da.ga or a barber. '1'he 
cbief mourue,' thelL vrostrates himsolf on the ground, and 
is blessed by all. Rf' al~d t,he 'roreya. then proceed to the 
house of the decf'asoo. Taking a tht·eo·vronged twig of 
Rh/Jdmn!JrtulJ lomcntiJlux, audpla.ciug a minige (A1:1fj ,,-ia, 
sp.) loaf on the jJl'Ongs, he Un'uRts it in1,o a rubbish heap 
near the houge. Ht~ th€'u places 3. small quant ity of samai 
groin (which is ealll'u street food) on the loaf, ;Jnd, after 
sprinkling it. thrice wit,h wa.ter, goos ;~way. 'rhe fina.l 
death ceremonies are carried out on a Sunday following 
the day of death. 

The funeral rite~ of the Udaya (Lingayat) sub­
division of the Badaga8 differ iu Some important detaiIs 
from those of the Hi\daga ~\lb-divisioo. The buffalo 
catching, a.nd leadi,'g the animal round the corp8e are 
omitted. But a Bteer aDd heifer are aeler.ted, and 
branded on the thigh, by means of a hot iron, with the 
lingam and other emblems, Bedecked with olothl!l and 
jewels, they are led to the side of t.he corpse, and made to 
stand on a blanket spl'oad on the gronnd.. They are treated 
as if they were lingams, and pii. ja is done to them by 
offering cocoanuts and betel leaves, and throwing flowers 
over them. Round their necks kankanams (ma.rriage 
threads) are tied. They are made to turn so as to face 
away from the corpse, and their tails are pla~ iu the 
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hands thereof. An elder thcD proceeds with the recitation 
of the d~d person's sins. TbeUdayas bury their dead iu 
a. Bitting posture in a cell dug out of the side of the grave, 
and, like the Iru las, prefer t.o use a grave in which a 
pre\'iOUB burial has taken place. At the four corners of 
the gl'aV(! they place in thr ground a l'lant of LCIf('IJ,. 

aBpera, and pass a cot.ton thread lawrally and diagonally 
across tba grave, lea.ving out t.he ~i(lA opl'osite t.he cell. 
Two men descend into thp grave. and deposit, the corvse 
in it.'J resting placl' with !,wo light.c:Jd ]:J;mV:;j, 

Quite recently (1905) an elabomte Badaga. memorial 
ceremony for ancestors, called mallayalai, which takes 
pla.ce at long iDtel'val ~ , was lL(~Jd on the Nilgins. I gather 
from the notes of a na.tivll official t.hat an flIlOrm\lUS car, 
calkod. elu kuf\i t.cl·U (Sf>VPIl-l;!orqod car) was lmiit of 
wood and bamboo, and ueoo1'lltt'l1 ·with silk and woollen 
fabrics, Hags, and umbrttllas. I n ... ide the grou. ... 1d fioor 
were a cot with a mattress and pillow, and the 'JU3m of & 

pla.ntain tree. '1'he souls uf Lho ancestors are supposed 
to be reclining on the cot, resting their heads on the 
pillow, and chewing the plantain, whilu the umbrellas 
protect them from the sun alld mill. 'fhf' ear ornaments 
of all those who ha"e diad since t], f} previous ceremony 
should be placed Oll the cat. "A Hadaga fell and hurt 
--himself during the erection of tho etir. Whereupon, 
another .Badaga beeame possessed, and announced that 
the god was angry because Ii; K urumba. ha.d something to 
de with ilia building of the structure. A council meeting 
was held, and the Kurumba fined twenty.five rupees, 
",hich ,.ere credited W the god. Sjxt~.niDe petty 
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hazars and three beer taverns bad been opened for thi 
convenience of all clas86s of people that had assembled. 
One \'ery old Badaga woman said tha.t she was twelve 
years old when ihe first European was carried in a ohai.r 
by the Todsa, and brought up the ghat to the Nilgiris from 
Coimbatore. On Wednesday at 10 A.M.. people from the 
adjoining villages were announced, and the Kota band, 
with the village people, went (orward, greeted them, 
and brought them to t.he tower (car). As each man 
approacbed it, he removed his turban, stooped over the 
pillow and laid IllS heat] on it. and t,hen went. to form a 
ring for the dance. The dancers wore skirts made of 
wbito long-cloth, white ,md Meam silks aud satiIl8 with 
border of red and blufl trimming. frock dresses, amI 
dressing_gowns, while tLc coats, blouses, and jackets were 
of the most gaudy colours of silk, velvet, velvet.eeu, 
tweed, aud home-spun. As each group of people arrived, 
they went fir!:lt to the temple door, saluted the god, 
and went to the basement of the tower to venerat.e the 
deceased, and then proceeded to join the ring for the 
dallce, where they dancod for an hour, received their 
supplies of rice, etc., and cloared off. Thursday and 
Friday were the grandest days . Nearly thre~ thousand 
females and six thousand males assembled on 'l'hut"sday. 
To crown all the confusion, there appeared nearlya. 
thousa.nd Badaga,s armed witb new mamoties (spades). 
They came on dancing from some distance, rushed into 
the crowd, and danced. round tbe tower. TheBe Bada .. 
gas belonged to tbe gang of public works, local fuod, 
.owl municipal moistri... On the las, day a ah<>op '! .. 



DRATB OIlUIION]JB. 201 

sla.ughtered in honour of the deity. The musioians 
throughout the festivi ties were Kotas Rnd Kurumbas. 
The dancing ot men of thrl?6 score showed that they 
danced to mm;ic, and the RtRppiu~ was admirable, while 
the da.ncing of young men did not show tha.t they had 
any idea. of dan('ing. or Eti thp]' taste or knowledge or music. 
They were meTl?ly <;kippillg ann jnmping. 1'his shows 
tha.t the old art of the Barlaga tlance is fn.,t decaying." 
The cot is eventurt.Uy burnt ilL tlle burning.ground, as if 
it conta.ined a corpsf'. 

The Urali'3 of the COimbatore hills are familiar with 
the Badagas, who have a f"<.>ttlement not ma.ny miles 
distant, .mll thai!' fleal .h cercmonio8 are , to flome extent, 
cupied from tho:;{' of tho Ralbgaa. As 'Joan as a member 
of the tribe dies, th e curpse i<J anoiuten, washed, and 
dresRcci ill new clothos ano (l turba.ll. On thfl face tht'ee 
silver coins arc stuck , vir.. :- IL rupee on tho forehcNl, 
and a quarter J'1Ipt:J" ontsidf' each sye, When flU have 
assembled for the funeral, the co rpRs i~ brollght out and 
plaeed within a car (ti'ru ) of six f;toreys, made of bamboo 
and Bticks, cO\'t'!'OO with colonr( d c1oth!-' and fla.gs, and 
having at tIlt' top a kn lasa ( braH~ v{'sspl) and umbrella. 
To the accompanimont of a. hand a dancc tukes place 
a.round the car, Bod the prot.ORs lon Ulfm mows on to the 
burial ground, whe"e 8 cow-buffalo is brought Dcar the 
car, and a littlE' milk drawn, a.nd poured three times into 
the mouth of the corpse, A cow a.nd one or two ca.lves 
are then ta.ken round the ca.r, and the ca.lves presented 
to the sister of the decaasell. The car is broken up, 
after the deoo",tioD.s bave been stripped off. The oorpse 

26 
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is buried either on the spot, or taken a.way to distant 
Nirgundi, and buried there. On the eighth day a.fter the 
funeral or return from Nirgundi, too eldest son of the 
deceased haH his hf>ad shaved, and, together with bie 
brother's wife. fasts. If the funeral has been at Nirgundi, 
the son, accomp:tnied by his relations, proceedR thither 
aft~r tying some cooked rice in a. cloth. On arriva.l he 
offere: thi~ to aU tho IIltlmorial ~tones in the hhr;al gronnd 
(gopparoanf-), ami erects a ~tont~, which hf' has brought 
with him, in momory of the d~·ceaijed. He then anoints all 
tbe stones with ghi, w}nch is contamccl in R. green bamboo 
measure. Be nex t collectq the rice, whICh h.lS baf'D 
offel'cd, awl one of the party. becoming inspirAl1. gives 
V611t to oracllJnr dt'c1:u'atJOns as to t,he season's prospects, 
-the future of the herpaved family, etc. rrhe coll'3cted 
rice is regarded as sacred, and is partaken of by all. 
Each sept has its own goppamane, which is a rectangula.r 
space with mud walls on three sides. In cases in whioh 
the oorpse has been burled close to tho Vlllage, the grave 
is marked by a pile of stones. rrwo or three years after­
wards the body is exllllmed, and the bones 1\1'6 colleoted, 
and pll\ced in front of the bou~o of the deceased, All 
tbe relalions weep. a.nti the Mn conveys the bones to 
Nirgulldi, wlierlj 1111 buries them. Ou the eighth day he 
revisits the spot, alld e racts a stone with due ceremony. 

On tbe t.welfth day after the death of a Bant in South 
Caoara., a barber, washermllll, and carpenter, erect a lofty 
structure made of bl\JJlboo and areca. palm, on the spOt 
where the corpse was burnt. The strooture mast be 
supported aD an odr! number of poste, and poi&888 au 
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odd nurobel' of tiers. I t i3 rl.ressorl. wit.h fed, white, and 
black cloths, fruits, tender cocoanuLs, augur-cane, ml'Ulgo 
leaves, etc., and a fence is set up l'ound it. The Bons 
and nephows of the dead persull bring three balls of rioe 
(pinda) coioured with turmeric, raw ri('e, gn 'en p1!w­
ta.in fruit, pnmpki~l ana cocoauut au trays, and go thrice 
round the strncture, carryiug t he trays on tll(~ir heads. 
'fhoy then depo9it thp various o.l'1.,i/:JI}S withlD the struc­
ture, and a little of the raw rice is thrown into it. One 
of t.he ca'ltemcn presrnt then sprinkJc,q W<ltel' contained 
in a WB.llgo leaf over theu' hands, and they ba.the, and 
return borne, wIll·ra a, furt.hor ceremonial is carried out. 

On the elevent.h or thirf,ecnth day after u death a~ong 
the Bairiyas (Bil1a.vas) of Routh Canara, a. ceremony call~ 
bojja i~ performed. It~ nolebrat.ion is ussential, as the 
(lead ar~ believed t.o fast ulltil it ha!. LcCLl clanied out. }'ot' 

this ceremony the OfOal' relat.ions of tho deceaseJ come in 
a. body in procession, accompanied by music, anti bringing 
loads of provisions. Somf'timcH dt'vil·dallcers don theil' 
professional costume, and accompany the pl'ocession. 
Early in the morning a. few handfuls of earth from the 
burial place are burnt with various kinds of grain, as a 
symbol of cremation, awl the :Iaht"fl are deposited in the 
garden of thp bonso of the d(>cea.'1ed. Over them a barber 
eracts a ]ofty bamboo structure. called doope, composed 
of five, seven, or nine conical tiers, a,nd topped with a 
wooden. dome covered with gilt vaper. The doape ia 
decorated with cololll'od cloths. Within the house, where 
the females ha.ve to sit, a. similar structure, but on. a 
amaUer acale, is set up. WLen the gaests have.arrivedJ 
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uncooked rice lUixeJ with saffron pa.cJte, and riC(> cakes 
&I'e handed to t.hem by the female mourners, RDd are 
carried on a palanquin brought by the barber in proces­
sion, with mosic, to the doope, in the lowc;:;t tier whereof 
they are deposited . The ghost of the dead person is 
believpd to he propltiatRd thl3reby, and to b€o admitted to 
the ghost fratcrmty by thp ancestors." By tbp Baidyas 
(I. further quaint cel'emony called kale d£>ppuni (dli.ving 
the ghost) is carrIed out. 11ho ghost of a dood peroon is 
believed to haunt t.ho hou~tl until the fifth day. Before 
retiring to ben 011 the e\lenin~ of this day, the inmates 
sprinkle tllf' partieo with a."h~~ from t,he spot whsl"e the 
decca!H.'rl breathod hib last , amI tukp great care to abstain 
from walkiug thereon , or a.ppruachiu~ the sprinkled spot, 
lest t.he ghost ilhould otrike tht·w. EUlly next morning 
they examine .the ash614, to see if the marks of toe 
cloven fetlt of the ghost an: h·ft th£'teoll , If tho marks 
are clea.r, it is a sign that the ghost baa departed; 
oth~rwise a magician is CHllf'd ill to drive it out. My 
informant IJaively remarks that, when J,a has examined 
the marks which lire left 011 the nahes, they were those of 
the family cat. 

The origin of thtl funeral cars, which playa con­
spicllous part in the death oeremouies of the Badaga.s, 
Kotas, Uriilis, Okkiliyaus, Banta, Baidyas, and others. 
must, J imagine, be Bought for in the vimanam or bamboo 
chair decorated With plantain skms, coloured cloths, and 
flag., which h .. already (p. 139) been referred to in the 
&CCount of the Lingayat def\.th ceremonies. 

-- --- - - ----
• M. Venk&t.p~ )(.8. 
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if The Eastern Kullans 8ometimes, after a corpse has 
been buried, briog 11 bier to the grave. The brother of 
the widow of the deceased digs up the body, removes the 
skull, which he wash~s, aw] smears with sanda1wood 
powder and spices. ,-rllis man, whose relat.ion to the 
deceased is an indicatIOn of the matriarchate, is seated 
00. the bier, and, holding tho "kull in his hands, is carried 
to a. shed erecten in front of tho duau man's house. The 
skull is sot down, aDd all t,hu relations llIourn over it WI 
the next day at noon. 'rho follolVillg twenty-four hours 
are given ovpr to drunken rovelry. Then the bl'other-in­
law is again scated on the bier, skull in hand, and is 
carried back to the gl'ave. The son, or heir of thfl 
Jecoaserl, then blll'ltS the skull , and breaks an earthen 
pot, apparently with the ohject of rplea.sing I,he ghost."· 

"The Coorgs," MI'. A.Rea writes, i "bury the corpses 
of women and boys under Aixtcen ycars of age, whit: those 
of mell are burnt. One male and oue fcmlllt:l of eVljry 

house in the village must atteud the funeral. A light is 
lit in the half of a broken cocoauut, the oil beingclll.rified 
butter. This is set on a tluantity of rice ill a dish, which 
is placed close by the corpse. There is also a dish with 
cocoa-milk. saffron, rice ,lnd water, into which each of the 
villagers who Il.ttentl the l'ites puts some money, after 
tltey have poured s')me water into the mouth of the corpse. 
This ool1eotion goes towa.rds the funera.l expenses. The 
dead is hono'ured by the firing of guns. At tbe burial 
ground, all the villa.gers moisten the lips of the corp&e 

• W. (lroob. ~BQU.·lor., ',&6. 
" A.rah. Iut'U1l, Kedr .... A..a.lI.. &.port, 1901-01. 
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with a drop or t wo of wntcr, and put a coin in a. di3h 
placed for the purpose. On the tweotY-£lightb lhlyafter 
deJlth all the villagors are invitoo to a feMt." As BOOD 

as a ~ia.laiaIi of tho Javadi Ilills dles, guns arc fired off at 
short intervals, till the burial is over A few bundles of 
tobacco are bnl'lcd with the dead botly." A! soon as a 
SavarR dies, a gun is fi ren ofT at thl' door, to frighten 
&way thp kulba. (spirit). TIlE' dead body IS washed and 
carned away to the falmly cremation ground, where it is 
burned. Every thillg a man has~hi8 bows and a.rrows. 
t,angi (axe), dag~~'r. necklace's, cloth~. flCe, "te.-a.re bUTnt 
with his body. t Among tho jungle Chenchm:t, if an old 
man die~J leaving 110 chi1rlren or other near relatiol\8. his 
bows aud arrows, axe, clothing. etc., a.re bUrled with him. 

Of thf' death cert'lDouieR among the Nayal'S of Malabar, 
tbe following detailed account is given by Mr. F , 
Fawcett.: .. When the dying person is about to embark 
for tha.t bourne fl'om which no travellel' returns, and the. 
breath is about to leavc> his borly, the members of the 
houseilOld, aUll all friends who ma.y be present, ODf! by 
one, pour a little wu.tel', a few drops fl'om a tmy cup made 
of flo ltl'l\f or two of the tulsi (Ocwnut),) plant, into his 
mouth, holding ill the hand a piece of gold 01' a gold 
ring ; the idea being that the water should touch gold 
ere It enters the Inouth of the person who is dying. If 
the tal'8.vid (or tarwad) is rich enough to afford it) a smal! 
gold coin (a. Rasi fanam, if one can be procored) is 

.. M~Il .. 1 of !.hit North Aroot ~trio~. 

t !hdr.a OanaQ'lteport, 1891 . 
: X..u-.. Xu. B..n., IU, 8, 1901. 
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placed in the mouth, a~d thA lips are closcd. .As SOOL. 

8S death has taken place, the corpst:! is removed from the 
cot or bed, and carried to the vatakkini (a room in the 
northern end of the hOllse), where it is placed on long 
plantain leavcs sprttad out on the floor; a.nd while it is 
in the room, whether by day or by night, a lamp is kept 
burning, and one member ~Jf the taraviid holds the head 
in his h~p, and n.nother the foet in the sarna way; and 
hera the neighbours comc to taku a farewell look at the 
dead . As the Malaya.lis believe that disposal of a corpse 
by cremation 01' burial as soon as possible after death is 
cunducive to the happiness of the spirit of the departed, 
no time is lost in set,ting about the fuuer,a!. The bodies 
of aenio)' memhel'8 of a taravft.d, male 01' female, a.re 
burned; those of children under two arc bnritld; so too 
sra the bodies of all llersoD8 who ha'l6 died of cholera or 
small-vox. 'f- Whon prepara.tions fol' the funel'a! hs.ve beeD. 
made. the corpse is removed to t,he natumuttam or cUJ;n.ral 
yard of the house if there is one (there always is in the 
larger houses), and, if thero is not, is taken to the front 
yard, where it it! again laid on plantain leavetl, It is 
wa:.hcd and anointed, the usual marks are made with 
sandalwood paste and ashes M ill life, Rl.ld it is neatly 
clothed, There is then June what i:i CI~lled the pot&­
vekkuka c~rcmouy, or placing new cotton cloths (koti. 
mundo.) over tbt: corpse by the !'IolJior member of the 
deceased'8 taravad followed by a.ll the other members. 
alBO eons·in-Iaw and daught.6rs-in-Iaw, and all relatives, 
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These eloths are used for Lying up the corpse, when being 
taken to the place of burial or crema.tion. In 80me parts 
of Malabar the corpse is ca.rried ou Q bier made of fresh 
bamboos, tied up ill these cloths, wllile in others it is 
carried, well coveretl in the clot,hs, by hand. In either 
case It is ca.rl'ieu by the relatives. Before the corpse is 

l'emovod, tht're is done another ceremony called para. 
virakkuka (filling up para'i-a pfLl'a. is a mtlfL.!:IUl'e nearly 
as big as a gallon). All adult male members of the 
taravad tak.e pa.rt in it uuder the tliructioll of a man of 
the AtikkuriBsi clan, who occupIes the position of du-ector 
of the ceremol!ies dUl'ing the next fifteen da.ys, rectliving 
as hi!:' perqui.\!ite all the rice and other offerings mat.:e to 
the decl'used's spirit. It consists in filling up three para 
measUl't's with paddy, and line odanJ,'1ili (~ of a para) 
with raw rict'. These offering~ of parldy and rice 'Us 
placed very nea-r the cnrps~, together with a. burning lamp 
of the kind commonly used in Malabar, callod uela. viUaku.· 
If the taraviid is rich enou~h to afford one, a silk cloth is 
placed over the corpse bofore remuval for cremation. As 
much fnel a.s IS necessary baving been got read,Y at tbe 
plactl of cremaLioll, a sma.ll pit about thE' size of the corpse 
is dug, and across thi<lo al'e placed three long stumps of a 
pla.utain tree, one at each end. one iD the middle, on which 
as a founda.tion the pyre is laid. The whole, or at Jeast a 
part of the wood med should be tha.t of th(:l mango tree. 
As the corpse is beiug removed to the pyre, the senior 

.. 11>. thi. OOIlIlIlO"O'II. it ~ iutet'8ltiIl, to Ililte t.bat, .m~t mao, T..n 
_tet, it i. ',he Ilnltom to pi...,. & m_. tlre dlJt-d with pAd.,". loud. lam~.at ""* 
hM4 :of \he corpc9, &nd kI take them roud it. 
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Anandravan· who is next in age (junior) to the deoeaaed, 
tel:l.ra from one of the new cloths laid on t.he corpse a piece 
sufficient 1.0 go round his waist, ties it round his waist, 
and holds in his hand, or tucks into his cloth at the waist 
a piece of iron. generally a. long key. This individua.l is 
throughout. chief among the offeroN of pindf\m (ba.lls 
of rice) to the deceased. The corpse jq laid on the bier, 
with the head to the south, with the fuel laid over it, and ' 
a little camphor, sandalwoou and ghi, if the~1:l things a.re 
within the means of the taravad. Here must be stat.. d 
the invariable rule that no memoer of the taravo.d, male 
or female. who is older' than the dccellsed shall take any 
part whatever in the coremony, or in flny subsequent 
ceremony follo wing on the cremation or burial. AU 
adult males JUUlor to th~ deceased should be present 
when the pyre is lighted. The dt3CeMed's younger 
brother, or, if there is lIon9 surviving, his nophow (hie 
sist.er's eldest son), S8ts fire t.o tho pyre at thd head of 
the corpse. If tho docea'ied left So !'lon. this son sets fire 
at the same time to the pyre a.t the fout of the corpse. 
In the case of the tlPCel\sed baing a woman, hpr snn 86tS 

fire to the pyre; faihng' a SOli, tho IH'xt junior in age to her 
MS the right. to do it. It is a matter of gn~a.t ialportanoe 
that the whole pyre burns u' once. The .e:r8lltest care is 
taken that it burn!' as a whole, consuming every part of 
the corpse. While the corpse i~ being consumed, aU the 
members of the deceased's taravad who carried it to the 

• The eldwt. au member of tlie Ml.laba:r t6r .... id ,I. CIIlled the nr.a.. .... 
~ II1W IIIt1l1lbel"tl, bf-ot.bel"l, _phe ... &ad 10 on, .. ho .. ro JtIIlior to hie. are..u.d 

....... .,.. of" tanorid. 
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pyre go and bathe in a tank (there is alwa.y~ one in the 
compound or ga.rden around every Nayar's house). The 
eldest, he who bears t.he piece of torn cloth a.nd the piece 
of iron (the key), carries an earthen pot of water, and all 
return together to the 1)10.08 of cremation. It should be 

said that, on the news of a. doath, t116 neighbours assemblo, 
assisting in digging the grave, pruparing the pyre, and 80 

on, ami, while tho members of the taravad go and batho, 
they remain near the corpse. .By t.he time the relatives 
roturn it is almost, cOlummerl by the fire, and th{! senior 
.Anandravan carries the pot of water thl'ico round the 
pyre, let,ting the watRr loak out by making holes in the 
pot all. he walles rounri. Uu comploting the third rc,.und, 
he dashes the pot on the ground close by whore the heRod 
of the dead had beon placed. A BmaH intage of the 
deceased is then mllde out of raw rico representing ilia 
deceased, and to this image a fow g rains of rice and 
gingelly seeds arC' offered. When this has been done, the 
relatives go home and the neighbours depart, bathing 
before entering their honses. Whl3D the cremation has 
been dODe by night, the duty of R8shakriya (making 
offerings to the dl'cease(P~ spirit) mnst be heglln the llext 
da.y between 10 and 11 A.~I.. and is dODe on seven conse. 
cutive days. In ~my case the timf' for this ceremony is 
a.fter 10 and before 11, and it contiuues fo!' seven days. 
It is performed as follows. All male members uf the 
taravA.d. younger the.u the deceAsed go together to a tank 
a.nd bathe, i .D. , t.hey Bouse themselves in the water, and 
return to tho house. The eldest. of them, the man who 
tore off the strip of cloth from the corpse, has with him 



DUTH ORB.l:J!ONDl8. llil 

the same st!ip of cloth and tho piece of iron, and all 
assemble in the central court-yard of the hOIlSD, where 
thel'e has been placed ready by au euo,ngan, !jams rice 
which has boen half bOiled, a few grains of gingolly, a few 
leaves of the clumila (/Hma la/ada) l:lom~ curds, a. 
srualler moasure at paddy. a.nd a ~rnall<n' ml;la~ure of raw 
rice. These :u'o pJ.uloci in thc north-east COI'nOl' with a. 
la.mV of t bo ordinal'Y Malahal' patteru A piect' of 
palmyra hmf, about a foot or so in length and the width 
of a finger, is taken, and one cud of It knotted. Tho 
lruotted end IS placed ill t1w ~l'OUDtl, alld tho long end IS 

left stICking up. 'l'hi'J I ('preseuts the decoa...ed . 'fhe rloe 
and other thiu~s al'e offered to this. ']'he bdlflf con~ 
ccrDinl( this pieco of palmyra leaf is explained thus. 
Thore are in the hUluan body ten humoUl·s:--VaYlis; . 
PraoaD; .A piinan; Samiinan; U dii.llan, Vyanltll; Nagan; 
Kurman; Krlkalan j Devadattan ; Ubanunjayan, These 
a.ro calleod Dal:lavtLYll , 1'.C. , ten airs. When creu.lation was 
done for tho first time, all tlJ(!S8, oxcoptlllg' tIll:! last, were 
destroyed by thf'.! fire. 'rhtl last one flew up, a,nd Bettled 
on a palmyra leaf. Its exi'ltollce was dl'lL\overed by Bome 
Brahman sages, who, by weans of' mantramB, fOJ-ced it 
down to a piece of palmyra leaf on the oarth. So it is 
thought that. by mil-king oifpriogs to this dbananjaya.n 
leaf for seven days, the spirit of the deceased will be 
mollified, should he havo any anger to vent on the living 
members of the tara.\,aa. I).' he place where the piece of 
le&f is to be 6xed 11a.3 been carefully clea.ned, and the leaf 
is fixed in the centre of this }.Irt'pared surface. The 
offerings made to it go direct to the spirit of the deoeased, 
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and the Jt63.ce of the t.a.raviid is ensured. The men whQ. 
have bathed and returned ha\'e brought 'with them, 
plucked on their way back to flhe bouse, Borne grass 
(karuka pulla). 'rhey kneel in front of the piece of 
palmyra with the right knee on the g,·ound. Some of 
tho grass is spread on the gl'ound DeaT thu piece of Jeaf, 
and rings made wi th it are placed on the ring finger of 
the righL hand by each one pl'l:'sent.. 'Pha first offerings 
consist of water, sandalwood pa')te, nnd leaves of the 
cberiila, the eldost of tho Anandmvans leading the way. 
Boys need not go thl'ough tLt' actunl performa.ncE> of 
offerings; it suffices fol' them to louch thft eldest as he is 
making hi<) offt'ring~. l'hu ha.lf-boilcd rice is made into 
balls (pilldarui), and each ODO present takes one of these 
in his right hand. and places it on the gl'ass nt"&f the pisce 

of pa.lmyra leaf. come gingelly seods are put into tho 
curd, which is poured so as to make three rings round 
tho pindarns. It is poured out of a small cnp made with 
the leaf 011 which the ha.lf- boil ~d rice had been placed. It 
sho.uld uot be pourod from any other kind of vessel. 
The whole IS then cOYl."red wjth tbis sarno plantain l6&f, 
a lighted wick is wavod, a od Bo rne milk:. is put under 
the leaf. It is undisturbed for some moments, and the 
leaf is tapped gently with th.) back of the fingers of the 
right hand. The leaf is then removed, and torn in two 
at its midrib, Olle piece being placed on eith6l' side of the 
piiulaOlS. The ceremony is then over for the da.y. The 
performers rise, and remove the wet clothing they have 
been wearing. The eldest of the Anandravans should, it 
'"f9'a.s omitted to mention, be kept somewhat separated tTom 
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~e other Anandravana while in the courtyard, aad before 
the corpse i'\ removed for cr~mation; a son -in-law Or a 
flaughter-in-IRw, or Romo such kind of l'elatiolL remaining, 
as it wore, between him and them. Ha has had the 
piece of cloth torn froID the covEn-ing of the corpse tied 
round his waist, all,1 ho has had tho piece 01 iron in 
the fold s of his cloth, or stuek in his waist during the 
ceremony which has just beon described. Now, whon it. 
ha.s been completed, ho ties the piece of cloth to the pillar 
of the house nearest to the piece of palmyra leaf which ha& 
been stuck in tho ground, snd pnts the pi\:!cc of iron in a 
safe place. Th~ piece of patmyra.leaf is covered with a. 
basket. I t is uncovered evel'Y day for seve-n days at the 
S8me hour. while the same coremony is r f'peated. The 
balls of rice a.rt! removed by women and girls of the tara­
vad who ;lrc junior to the deceasud. They place them in 
the belt-metal vessel, in which the I·joo was boilod. The 
senior places the vessel on ber head , anrl leads the way to 
a tank, on tho banks of which the rice is thrown. It Us 
hoped that crows will nome a.nd eat it; fol', if they do, the 
impression iR rCMived that the deceaRed's spirit is pleased 
with the offering; but, if somehow it is thought that 
the crows will not come aDd cat It, the rice is throw» 
into the tank. Dogs are Dot to be a.llowed to eat it. 
The women bathe afLer the rice haa been thrown aw&y. 
When the ceremony which has been dellCribed haa been 
performed for the seventh time, "e., OD the seventh day 
after death, the piece of palmyra leaf is removed from 
the ground, and thrown on the ashes of the deceased &t 
the pla.ee of ct'emation. During these Seyen da.ys, no 



214 DlI.tTli. 011RBJllJN1BS 

wembUf of the taravad goes to any other hous6. The 
house of the dead, and all it.q inmates arfluuder pollut,ion. 
No outsider enters it but under ban of pollution, which 
is, howev(>r, removable by bathing. A visitor entering 
the house of the dead during the&6 seven daya must, 
bathe before he can cuter his owu hOD.'m. During these 
seven dayB, Lbe Karanavan of the family receiv'Js visits of 
condolence from relatives and friends to whom he is .. at 
home" on Monday, Wednesday or Saturday. They sit 
and chat, chew hetel nnd go lI ome, bathlUg Cl"C they 
enter their hou~es. It is said th,~t, in some parts of 
MalalJllf, tLtl visItors bnng with them small presents in 
monoy or hnd, to help the Karanavan through the 
expenditufo1 to whIch the funoral rites Jl6cessarily put 
him. To hark Lack a lit tle, It must liot be omitted that 
on the tlllrd day niter tl ls death, 0.11 LllOse who arrl 
related by marriage to the tarava.d of the deceased 
combine, and give a. goou fcast to the inmates of the 
houso and to thp neighbours, who are illVitRd, one man 
or one woman from each house. The person so invited 
is expected to come. ThiS feast IS caUed patni b.rigi. 
On tho so\-enth day a return feast will be given by 
the taravad of the deceased to all relatives and neigh. 
bours. Between tho seventh and fourteenth day after 
death no ceremony is observed; but the members of 
the taravnd re.main under death pollution, and then on 
the fourteenth day ooroes the sanchayanam. It is the 
disposal of the calcined )'emains; the ashes of the 
deceased. The male members of the taravad go to the 
place of oremation, a.nd, pioking np the pieces of nnburnt 
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bones whioh tbey find thet'e, place these in an earthen 
pot which has been sun~dried (not burnt by fire in the 
usual way), cover up the mouth of this pot with a pieoe 
of new cloth, aud, all following t,he eldest who carries it, 
proceed to the nearest river (it must be running water), 
which receives the remains of tbe dead, The men then 
bathe, and return home. In 80me parts of Malabar tbe 
bones are collected on the seventh day. but it is no~ 

orthodox to do so. Better by far timn Laking the 
remains to the nearest river is it to take them t,O Bome 
Rp6cially sacred place, Bcnares, Gaya, Ramcsvaram. or 
even to some place of sanctity much nearer home, 8.S to 
'l'irunelli in W ynad. and there dispose of them in the 
sl1me manner. The bones or ashes of anyone baving 
been taken to (Hiya and there deposited in the river, the 
survivors of the tara.viid have no Deed to continue the 
annualoeremouy for that person. 1'his is calJeu Mhta~ 

gaya sn\dh. It puts an end to the need for all earthly 
ceremonial. It is believed that the collection and 
careful disposal of the ashe" of tho dead gives pBMe to 
his spirit, and, what is marc important, the pacified epirit 
will not thoreafter injure t.he living members of the 
taravild, cause miscarriage to the women, Pf')SSOBS the 
mfo'n (as with tllll-'vii spirit), ,wd 90 on. 011 the fiCteenth 
day after ddath is t,ho purificatory ceremony, Until 
this has ueen done, anyone touched by any member 
of the taravad should bathe before he euters his house, 
or partakes of any food . A man of toe Athikkuriel 
olan officiates. EIe iiipl'inkles milk oli, in which soma 
gingelly seeds have been put, over the persons of those 
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nnder pollution. This sprinkling, a.nd the bath which 
follows it, remove the death pollution. The purifier 
rooeive~ a fixeu remuDt3ratioD for hiB aSices on this 
occasion, as well a.3 when there is a birth in the taravid. 
In the case of death of a senior member of a taravad, 
well-t o.dD and reckoned as of 'Jome importance, therE' is 
the feMt called pinda. atiyantaram on th~ sixteenth day 
artsr death, given to the nei~hl)oUr3 ann friends. The 
word neighbours. as used here, doe'! not mean those who 
live close by, hnt, owing to t,hs custom of Ma.laba.r under 
which each house 13 in its own pa.ramba (garden or 
enclosUloe) which may be a large one, those of the caste 
living within a considerable area round about. I a.:n not 
sure whethf>T in connection with the<;e ceremonies there 
iR mutual assistance in prepa.ration for the funeral J or 
whet,her there is any recognized obligation between 
members of the same amsham, desam, or tara; or whether 
this kind of mutual obligation obta.ins generally between 
any taravad and those of the caste round about, irre­
spective of boundar ies. With the observance of the pinda 
atiyantaram or feast of pindams, there is involved the 
diksha, 01' leaving the cntirf' body unshaved for forty-one 
days, or for a yt:lar , There is no variable limit between 
forty-one da.ys or a year, Forty-one days is permissible 
80S the period for the diksh8.. but a year i.e correot. The 
forty-one day period is the rule in North Malabar. 

II I have seen many who were under the diksha for 
a year, H e who lets his hair grow ma.y be a son or 
nephew of the deceased. One member onty of the 
t"ravad bears the mark of mourning by his lI'owtb 
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of hair; remarkable enough in Ma.labar where every one 
&B 8. rule, excepting the Mii.ppila MuhammadBlls (aud 
they shave their heads), sha.ves his £8.00, head (tfxeeptthe 
pa.tch on the crown) chest and arms. or at any rate hill 
wrists. He who is under the dik.r;lha. offers ha.lf·boiled 
rice and gingell] seeds t.o the spirit of the deceased every 
morning altai' his bath; and he is under restriotion from 
women, from alcoholic drinks, aud from chewing beteJ~ 
80180 tobacco. When the dikf:lha is observthl, the ashes of 
the dtlad are not deposit.ed as described already (in the 
Bun-dried vessel) until it,s last day-.tho forty-first. or a. year 
after death. 'When it is carriAd on for a year there i. 
observed every month a ceremony called bali. It i. 
noteworth,v that, in this monthly cet'em ODY and for tu 
conclusion of the dlkf?ha, iT, is not lobe thirtieth or three 
bundrf'd and sixty.fi fth day which mal ks tbe date for the 
ceremonies, but it. is t he day (of t ile mllnth) of the gtar 
whioh was pres iding when the dl'cealW<i met his death: 
the returning day on which the star presides,· For the 
bali, a rna:l of the Elayatu caSL6 officia.tes, 'rho Elaya.tca 
are priests for the Nayars. The,Y wear I,be Brahman's 
thread, but they aIe no l Brahmans. They are not per. 
mitted to study the Vi'dllfol, but tn the Nayars they stand 
in the plaCE" of toh E' orrliDbory purohit. The offici8ting 
Eliyat tl prepares the rice for the bali, when t ht! deceased, 
represented by karLka grass, is offered boiled rice, curda. 
gingell, seeds and some other thingf' . The f4:liyatu 

• All oute Hilldtll whe pcrferm tho:! .radh oe1'emoll1 oaloolat41 the da,.. 01 
c1oiMb, 11.0\ by tlIe d..y of the mantb, bv.~ b~ \b. thlthla ~d .. y .t\Eot tile tv,u CIt' ... 

- ). 
28 
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• 
should be paid a. rupee for his aerflc6R, which are COn-

sidered necessary even when the man onder ~ba. himself 
is familiflI with the required ceremonial. Thf> last da.y 
of' the dIk:~h8 is one of fest ivity. .After the bali the man 
under dik~ha is shaved. All this over , the only thing to 
be done for the deceMsn is t he annual sradh or yearly 
funeral romm omof:1.tiv(' rit,e. Rico balls at'e mado, a.nd 
given t,o crows. Clapping of hands announce~' to theRe 
birds that, the ric£' is bt·jng thrown fOl' them, ann, should 
they como at 01100 and l'at, 1\., it is obvious that tbe spirit 
of the dl:lceased is pll?aserl with the ofif'ring, ann is not 
likely to be trroublesomo. Bllt, on thl' other hand, Rhonld 
they not comp rmd ent, .it is "vidollt that, thp Apirit is 
displeMed, ann tho tarnvl1d had bet tar look out. The 
spirits of tho!'le who Jln ve committed sqicide, or metdeatb 
by any violent mf'aM, nrc always p~rticularl 'y vicious and 
troublesome to tho tara.vnd, their spirit possessing and 
rendorin g- miserable some ullfortunate member of it. 
Unless pacified, thoy will ruin the taraviid, aD Bra.hman 
priests are called in, and appp8.sC' them by means of 
tila.homam, It rit,o in which RaCl'ificial fire is raised. and 
ghi, gingtllly. and othE'r thin g~ ftr6 offered through 
it." , 

Amollg t1H' TiyaD ~ of Maln.bfll', on the morning of the 
third dny the knrllp, or caste barbor, adopts measures to 
entice the spirit of the deceasod out of the foom in which 
the deceased breathed his last. Tbis is done by the 
nearest relative bringing into the room a steaming pot of 
savoury funeral rice. It is immediately removed, and the 
.pirit, after three days' fasting, is underfltood to grettdi.1l 



biA,7'H ClBBBMONIBSw 

• 
follow the odour "f ~the tomptin~ food. The kurnp 
at once closes the door, and shuts nut the spirit.-

After the cremation of au Ambattall of ' l ' I"~H'1ln COre, a. 
r ope is hald by t wo of tho I elations between thl:t cl'emated 
body and t.he karta (chief mourner), and it> cut in two, 
as if to iudicate t.hat aJi connoction between t.he kltrta 
and the deceased has cOllsod. This is called uandbiw 
aruppn (severing of connection).t 

'I'he AmbahtkaraUB employ Bl'iihman pUl'ohil,f4 and 
wear the sacfI,d thread a.t funecu,lil, and p(jrform sradh. 
Yet they eat, mutton, pork anu fowls, aud dr-ink alcohol, 
and allow the mal'l'iag~ of widows llud divorced woruen. 
A curious cuslom among tho Niincmnat aud othol' VelHilaa 

is that, foJ' their hmoral ceremonies, the head of the chief 
mournor is shaved cleau, while. ill the cas(' of oilier cas tes, 
his hair i'l kept SlI.Cl'l-'U from the bUrUoI"H hflJld for a 
varia.blo period. lTe W('a.I'S the fkiihwauical thread during 
the pl:!riod o[ (JOll utiO ll.t The BhatrazlIs, who wore 
formerly bards aud pallegyrists in tho 'l'elugo conntry, 
employ Brahman pdests for their marria(!es , but Janga.ms 
and Sataois for fUl1erals, a11d follow thu lower Puranic t 

instead of the higher Vedic riLual.§ 
., A curious modo of carrying the dead among the 

• 
Namadari or Vaishnavite "Nugartha~ of .M y90l'e is that tho 
corpse is rolled up in a blanket, aud carried. by its four 
corners to the buria.l~grouuu. III like lJ1annel', the corpse 
of an unmarried Yerukala maTi is carriod to the burial~ 
ground, not on a bit-r, but wraplled up in a mat or cloth . 

• .M. ..... !Ja1' lI.&Ilu.i 1 'I'r .... UIl('OTIl CeQ'u, .u.oport, 190!. 
f TrnNlool'U CelWUI Bcpurt, 1001 . a MlOdrOol C.,Q.III Reprt, 1901. 



011 the la.st day of the death rites, a lIBW cloth is pur­
ohased, and on it a hUlDan figure. repl'esenting the 
deceased, is drawn. Pumpkins, ouiana, briujalB, pork, 
and fowls are spread on ea8wr-o.il ItJavtls, and offered to 
the deceased. By 80rue Oddes a corpse is carried to the 
burial-place oy four mon U 1] a. dhupati (cloth). Thfi 
OQrpsfl may not he washed in the house, but is bathed and 
deccu'ated ffi mute to the graveyard. A widower cuts 
·tb.roug-h his wa.ist-string aD iht! veddhadinam ceremony 
' for hiR deceased wife. 

The nomad K uravans. Oll the third Jay aftt'1' the fune­
ral, offer toddy and pork to the spil'it of t,he deceC3ed.· 

• A ceremonial nteJ• cl\lled mayanakollai, or robbery 
. ~ the smasiinam or Inayanam (burning-ground), forms 
. .part of the festival celebrated by the Semba.dnvan fishor­
men on a. new-moon day in honour of the goddess .A.nka­
lamma. I ts origin is based on the following legend. 
ODe Yalla,la Maharilja, by severe penance 8.nd buswrity, 
8ooUl'ad a. booD, whereby to beget a child capable of 
destroying everything in the universe. Learning this, 
tbe Devaa hurrie'd to tue threll MUl'tis, Brahma.. Vishnu, 
ana Stve.. Siva placed 8 curse aD the Raja, 80 that his 
wile should not. conceive. After some years, however, the 
Bini became pregnant, but fl fl1i DO child was born. 
FiAally, Ankalamm8.t a Sembadavan woman married to 
tbe god Siva., came to the Raja's territory disguised as a 
mid.ue. Bea.ring of her a.rrival, Vallala Raja. sent for 
her , and asked her to assist the Rani . This the mock 
Plidwife promised to do, on condition that no male should 
,------------------------
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Sembadavan Miyana Koltai. 
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be aUowerl to entol' the l)l'i~cincts of the building, in 
which Ihe Rani W:l.f;\ to be delivered. Securing this con­
dition, Aokalamma. went to the Runi, and assumed hoc 

rea.l form. The Riini thereon fainted, IUld AlIkalamma 
tore open her abdomdu ILod destr'oyed the child. !:iimu l­

taneously, har son VimlJhadra t:utel'erl tbe palace, and 
killed VaJIfi.ia Hii.ja. The whole town was then sacked, 
a.nd it was converted ill to i~ hurning-ground. 10 com­
memoration o f this ovent, t,he festival is cljlebrll.ted. 
On the last day, 01' in t,he aft,emoan if it lasts ouly for a 
singh;! day. the god lind goddess 301'0 cal'ridd in pl'oceasion 
to the burning-ground, Two peopJ0 dross lip to I'epre­

sent Vlr!Lbhad l'f1. and Auknh1mma, !~ud a boy, disguised as 
Katteri (a devil) actoltllJanit'8 them. Virabhadra carries 
in one hand a long swOrn with a Iillle·fruit Btuck 00 

t Ile poillt, and in t.he othul' the bead of Vallii.le. Raja. . 
.Ankalamma., in like ma.lluer, carries a scimitar witll 
a lime on the point. and a Dew wiunow oontaioing 
the we1l-washed and cleaned viscera. of a sheep, A 

portion of the in ~.esLinAs is kept in the mouth of the 
mock goddess (plate Xl I) till I,he retu,'D of Lt. god and 
goddess, at the t;od of tfln or twelve houl'8, to the 
village temple. When i,he burtling-ground is reached, 
Q, plantain leaf ill placed on the recent ashes of a corpse, 
or on the ba.re ground, whel'e a body ha~ once beeD 
er"mated. On the leaf are set a small quantity of 
mutton. cooked ricc, dried fish, cakes, pulses, a piece 
of a huma.n bone, and a bottle of arrack (liquor). '1'ho 
men disguised a.s V lrabbadra. and Aokalamma. a~com­
panied hy the Katteri, go thrice round the plantain leaf, 
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, 
whioh is than lifted, Q.nd thrown -high into the air. The 
orowd then Mramble for a. share of the food -stuffs, and 
fot" some minutes thare is a. re~ular melee. 

My Assistant, M",.. Govindao, was prcs~nt at the 
festival oalled Sma."Iiinakolln.i, held at Wftlajnpet, iu honour 
of Allkaruma, tho goddess of Malayauiir, on the day 
followmg f;ivaratri. A huge figure, representing the 
godrless, was waU{J at the burning-ground out of the 
ashe~ of burnt bodies mixed with wJl.ter, the eyes being 
made of two htius' eggs painted bla.ck in thE' centre to 
represont tho ,",upil s. It wns covered with a yo llow 
cloth, and a swcet-STlWllillg' lJowder (kadambam" was 
sprinkled over it. Tho following articles, which are 
required b'y a married woman, wore placed 011 ~t-a 

combl a pot contaiolOg colour-powt1el', glass bangles, 
rolls of palm-leaf for dlla.ting tho ear-lobes. and a stnng 
of black beaUs. Oevotees presented a~ offerings times, 
plaDtaius, toddy, arrack, sugar-c,tne, and various kinds 
of cooked grains !U1d other eatahles. About midda.y the 
goddess was tuken in procession froUl her shnne to the 
burning-ground. and lllaclJd in front of the figure. '}'he 
pujilri (a fisherman). who wore a special dress for 
the occasiou, walked in Iront of the idol. carrying in one 
hand a brass cup representing the skull which Slv!\. 
carned in his hand, a.nd in the other a piece of human 
skull-bone, which he hit and chewed as the proces­
sion moved onwardfl. When the burning-ground WaS 

reached, he performed puja by brea.king a cocoanut, 
and going round the figure with burning ca.mphor in his 
hand. Goats and fowls were sacrificed. A woman, pos-
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8eB~ed by a devil, seated herself at the feet of the figureJ 

and beca.me wild and agitated. The pfija completed, the 
8Rsembled multiturte fell on the figure, and ca.rried oft 
whatever they could grah of the articles plMed on it, 
which are be]iev~d to possess hen ling and other virtu61J. 
1'hey nlso smeared tbr.il' bodies wit,h the Mhes. The 
piija.ri, ar.d Rome of t,he rlevot,(oos, then became POSR8BBCd, 

Rnd ran about the burnin g- .ground, f\eizing and eating 
partly burnt bones. 'l'radi tion runs to t.he "freet that, 
in olden time.'l, they used to ea.t 6\'('11 tho dead bodies. 
if th{lY came nr.ross noy, alld the people are RD afraid 
of their doing thi s thrlt, if a death sbouJd occur, the 
corpse is llot taken to tbe burning-ground till the 
fl' sLival j", oVtlr. U In Borne cases," Herbert, Spf'lncer 
writes,· .. parts of the d .. M are swallowed by the 
living, who seek thuA to iU'lpira thowsch'o!?' wit,h t,lw good 
qualities of the ilr'ad; and we saw that tbA dead f\T6 

snppost'd to be honourod by this act." 

The celebration of the smasiinn or mayanakollai 
at Malayaniir is thus described by Mr. K. Rangachari. 
The village of Malayaniir is famous for its Ankalamma 
temple, and durin;:, the fi'Potival, which takes place 
immediately ~fter the SiV;'l.l'I'itri, some tllouf.lands of people 
congregate (It the tr-mple, which is ncar the burning. 
groQnd. In front of the stoue idol is a largo ant-hill, on 
which two copper ,dols are placed, and a brass vessel, 
ca.lled korakkiidai, j ~ placed at the base of the hill, to 
receive the VliriOUS votive offerings. Early in the day 
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~he pUjari (8 Sembadsva.n fisberma.n) goes to a. ~, 
and bring'll a. decora.ted pot. called pilngk&l'agam, to.. the '. temple. Offerings are made to n new pot ; and, after a 
sheep has been sacrificed, the pot i ii! filled with water, 
and carried on' the head of a pfijii.ri. who shows signs 
of possession by t.h~ deity, tbrouqh the streets of the 
village to the temple, d,tncing wildly, and never touching 
the pot with his halld~. It is believed that the pot 
remains on the hen.d, without falling. Lhrnugh t.he 
influence of the goddess. When the temple is renched, 
a.v.other pfijiri t,akCR up a. framework. to whioh are tied 
a head made of rice flour. with three faces coloured 
white, bla.ck. aDd I'ed , repres(lnting the head of Brahma 
which was cut off by SiVA. and a pot with three faces 
on it,. The eyt'S of the flour figure are repl'esented 
by hen's eggs. The pot is placed b(lneath the head. 
Carrying tho framework, and accompanied by mosie, the 
ptijari goes in procession to the bnrning.gl'ound, and, 
after offerings of a. sheep, arr&ek, betel and fruits have 
been made to the head of Briihma, it. is thrown away. 
Close to the fl pot where corpst's arc burnt, the pujaris 
place on the ground five conical heaps representing 
Ganesa, made of the asllos of a corpsp.. '1'0 these are 
offered the various articles brought by those who have 
made vows, which include cooked pulses, bangles, betel, 
parts of the human body modelled in rice flour, etc. 
The oftenngs are piled up in a heap, whioh is said to 
reach tan or twelve fflet in height. 800n afterwa.rds, 
the people assembled fall on the heap, and carry off what­
ever they can secure. Hundreds of persona are Mid to 
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• me possessed, eat the ashl'lf! ~f the corpse's, and bi~ 
anl human boneR, which t,bey Illay eome across. :Tlie 

as1i"" and earth are much prized, flS tht.'y a re 8I1 PPO~ ' 
to drive a.way evil spirit"l, (L111\ .'locure offspring to barrett 
women. SOIDe fwr ilol ls makil" vow that they will 
disguise th('m~eh'e~ as Sim, {Ol' wl,il;h purpose tltey 

smear their Iaco~ with ash£'3, put on a cap decorated 
with feathers of the CI'O\\" I.·grot, aD{i poncock, a.nd carry 
in one hand n hl'fit;S VOS'l('[ call('ll Rl'iiltmn. kapnlam. 

110110.] the ir waist thoy t ic:. IHlIuiJar of 8tring~, to wbioh 

are att.achod rags and fen.t,hct':!. 1 n~tenl\ of ihe c,!p. 
Pat'a.iyani and ValJuvam; wear a cl'own. The omss 
vessel, cap, I'md ijki!lg~ al't: '!.n.id to bo kept by the 
piij ;'i.ril'>, fl1ld hired Ollt, for a I'UJl6t> or two ptH' head. The 

festi\'al i'l reputod 1'0 be' ba.wd 01] the following legemt 
Siva and lil'f~hma ilad Llw salllcll umbel Df faces, During 

the swayamvamm, Parvaf,i, Ill" wiftl of Siva., found it 
difficu It to recognise ital' hUfiba.nd, so Hiva cut otT Briihmn's 
head. The hend Htuck 011 to :::liva'F\ hand, aud he could 
not get rid of it. 1'0 ge l l'ir} of the skull , and throw off 
the crime of the murder. Siva wa.ndel'NI ffW:l.nd wide, 
and came to the bUJ'ning-l.{rolllHl at Malayaulir, where 

various llhfithna were bu!\y eating the rl'mllins of corpses. 
Parvati also arri.ved tllero, lnd failed t,o recogniso Siva. 
Thereon the sku ll laughed, a.m1 fell to the ground. The 

Bhiithas were so delighted that they vut various kinds 
of herbs jnto a. big vessel, and ma.de out of them a. sweet 
liquor, by drioking which Siva \va~ absolved from rus 
c~ime. For this reason. arrack is offered to him at the 

festival . 
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AD unplf'Mant l'e8ect,ion iq that tbe Vannins, or 
wMhtll' men, nlld to tloit, income by hiring out tho <'lothR 
of theil' customel'& fat' fuuoml }lnrtJ('~, who lay t,hllm 011 
the gl'ound Iwfare the pall-bel1nns, ~,) that thoy may not 
~ter npoll the ground. · On 0110 vt>casion II parl,y of 
Em0fW'lH~, wlum (Iu t .... hoot mg Hanr t il l' "'11I"lt'o of n hili. 
tribi\ met a flll lPl'R1 procl '~"iou on It ... WIly to tho 11I1t'Iol. 
I-{t'OU1)(1. Tltl' 01£, 1' wn" IlraJ..H'" III mBny foH oI o f l'1 p.n u 

clotl., which Ollt' (If tilt, pnTl ,r l'~~cng u l ... t'ti 11)' t lIb l11ilials 
as onf' of hi!:! bod- shef"t~ Another idE'uhhpllas his sheet 
the cloth ou whieh thec'ol'p'H' "Il'll,rlllg. B tl c ut ntI'the 
corll"r with I.lla lJJltlOl, oml a few ,layc; Int l'I' the "hf'pt 
W8!J "f'flll' llI'd h,\ till' 1111(1)1 (wH."ht'l'mau) who prc' tt'lllii.'ti 

iglJorallc{ of th£' lIIulilat.loII, nlll1 ~tl \'o Il q illl f'xplrlllfifion 
that It lllud h;1\',' l>ec 11 dou{', il, lu 'i nb~I-' IH.·(Io, by 0 11 t> n£ 
his n'l~l1sta.l1t;;,;. 

'J'he JJorM, 01' Muhnulluadau COJt V€'ft s it'om Bomb:t.v, 
who ill Maura'l have thf' ir own hlgh'VI·ie~t aod mosque, 
llr(' Mid to lunta a cll<l.iom that, whetJ oue of their 
community dieR, tho high-prieo::.t wri tes <l 1I0t,p to tho 
Archa.ugels Mich8.C'I.I !:Ir.ll'1 , i1ufl Ga.briel, B'iking tbt>m to 
ta]u~ CRI'O of 111m III Pal'ndl"'6, 011(1 the unto is plAcecl iu 
the coffin. t 

'rhe blues of a dead person are consigned by PantA 
Reddis of the Tamil distrIcts by pa.rcel-post to a paid 
agent a.t Benarea, and thro"l1 mto the Gange8. 

Among V3rJOU S Hindu ca8te~ it i'J the oustom, if a 
death occur'" on an inauspicious day, to remove t~ 

• MlIllul or tJlI' North.Arom. <1i.t.riet 
t \I..u.. c.GI~ a..port. laGl. 
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corp~e from the house not through t,he door, but throut{b 
ft. temporary hole made in t,he wall. 

To bring down rain, Ihfihmaui', aDd thef;o non .. 
Bl'iilnnans who oopy t,licil' cljruUluuiltl rit<6~, i1f1vo their 
Val'lill& japam, or praytlr.!:! to V orliuu. ~omu uf tho lower 
cla.sS6!i, instead of addr{'slIing thtlir prayers to the rain .. 
god Va l'li lla, try t.o iuducs a ~pirit or tJevnta. na.med 
Kodumpivi (wicked oup) 1.0 ~eud bf> l' Varamour ~ukra 
to the affectod arca, 'rile bt'li ~ [ St'elDli to htt that Sukra 
goes away to Lis cOlluubinc fo r about six months, and, if 

, he doeli not thAn I'etnrn , dt"Ought ensues , 'l'he ceremony 
consists 1I1 making n. huge figure of Kodumpii.vi in c lay, 
which is placro au II cart, aut! drClggtl tl t hroug1l tha streets 
ful' lleVI-lU 1,0 fell days. Ou tIl ", IIII; t tlay, tIt tl final 
(Ieatli (;erowonies uf tLu tigul'v arO ~16LI'at('t:1. It is 
distigu red, tlsVl'c ially ill lhose var'k! which art! utl ually 
conccalt-lu. \' tltLiyaus ( Pal'UiYKD grave.diggerti). who 
havo boon shaved, nc.co mpally the figura, a.nd pl:lI-Iorm 

the. fUlltwal cer'Huou itl:l. 't'lJis PI'I)ccuuro j :. bdlieveu to 
put Koduwpivi to shaw!:! , und to get IIt~r to induce 
~ukra to roturu, ."1(1 8tay LIlli llroughl. 

In conclusion 1 may make a briet reif'rence to duath 
800gs, fOL' tbe following 001.8 on which 1 am iudttbted to 
Mr. Hayava.d&n& Rao. These songs are sung over the 
bodiea of dead rou. tioul! by m08t ca.stes in Sout.htlru India, 
including .JJrahrualLi. Ther arc taug-ht. togeLher with 
festival and other 'Jonga, to litt.1e girls, anti are aung by 
ft'males, not only immediately after the death of a 
rel&tioll, but alao ouce a fortnight or mortl frequ911tly 
~ the first ao.nual ceremony is performed. A WOID&Il. 



228 DEATn C~BEJ(ONI:BB. 

should kuow at lea."!" one song about her grandparents. 
par~nts. brothers and siat.e rll, husba.nd, children, and 
fa.ther and mother-ill-law. On f,he occurrence of a death 
in a family, all the membors of th~ household collect at 
the death-bed, weeping aloud, and tlITIbraciug each other. 
Female relaj,iolls, friends, and llf)ighbours, a~ they arrive, 
sit down, and, lJutting t,heir arms rounrl each oUlsrs' necks. 
fa.,ise up a cry of Jamt'Jll,ntioll. Tht·ir long tresses of 
hair fall dishevoUe<l to the grOlIOn,.and they strike their 
uncovered bosom .. wit.h tlH:' lUl.nd~. as diP), s ing the aplJI'o­
priate song. .Ba.ch ~O llg is div ided luto the folhwing 
four parts;-

1. PulambaJ, or t.hf' crr. 
2. Mfu' <Ltliflpu or brmst-bp:ltillg. 

3. Mayir azhiv u1 or Im.il' "If'l'ara.tiofl Thf' Rongster 
runs h",r fiugers t.hrough, and di.<;P1Ji.'l.lIgies hi')' di.'1hevelled 
lo('.ks. 

4. Mal'hpadiyunl lllilrudukkatll , 01' stallding bemoa.n­
ing. The mourners colloct in a circlp, and go round and 
round with their a)'ms ou each othArs' shoulders. 

Writing neal'ly a cpntury lIgo bOtWf>l'llUIg similar songs 
among H induli in Ceylon, (loirbrnok remal'ks. · that 
II whether the feplings which tht"Se lr.meutations ex.press 
have exist.euee in all ca.<;e!'! in tho hearts of t he mourners 
or otherwisE'l, iR not a.t presPnt, the considera.tion. The 
observance implies that such feelings are held in high 
estimation, anll the striking re!'!emblance which these 
la.mentations bear to t,hose in the scripture. and iD 

• J QUI:I. noy. ~I . Soc, II . 
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particular to that over Baul, a.ppealing to the common 
~ympathie9 which th(· occasion ualuri1.11y calls forth, and 
uttered ill short emphat ic and ullCoDllected 8f>uteDCes, 
renders them not the· 1,...-;<; wonhy of obsel'vation." The 
authorship of tho ROllg" i~ attl'iuut(>u to tho great Ta.mil 
poet. Pughal~ut.bi Pula"lnl'. Bum in a village in wha.t is 

DOW the Chillglepul di~lrict , hfl is said to ha.ve become the 
court poet of tho P;-lIlci)au king Vu.ragumt. and to have 
beeD part (,f the dowl'Y of the kio~'S dal,ghter who mar­
ried a. Chola prince. Wh(·u at, tho Chcla cOllrt" he was, 
at the instigation of '-~ local bartl, imprisoued, and, during 
hiR confinement, amused himself by eompo~iug tho death 
sougij, atHl teachillg thftDl to women who passed by on 
theil' WDY to t!Jp tank for watpr. 

The following fl'agIlH' lliary f!xampltls of the songs are 
sl'lecf.l.!O fl'om a very largo n 'pertou'e .- -

A -Sm'li 8UNG flY TH~: WIFE IN' H or.:oOK OP B~k 
II!-AU llusnASP. 

My protector, my lord. Oil! God. 
Tho apple ot mino a,Yt'. We' ('I!UHot find 
My husband, my lord. Oh! God. 
My wealth wo ('RlI ll ot Aec. 

Me, in my fifth yctlr, my l(Iro, 

Me, when I wns '10 infant. 
Ia my tenth yoar, my lord, 
In my milk-sucking age 
Thou, bcautiful-vi~lLgC'd. garlanded rue,· my lord . 

• 'I'lUI 'reforenoe ;, to the ou,toOl of cu:h.lIgi"g gul.DoH 011 \bll OCCIAiQII of 

"""0. 
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Alld kept we splendidly, 

'l'hou, b'l'tLcellll-villaged, ~ftrlll.ud.illg mo, my lord, 
Kept Ill'" with gre&t aflC'\llillll . 

My ~igLt thou LRllt plllndcJ'(,d, Illy IOHt 
Tboll Lillli reached the Lom I)rotcct or'~ [cut 

l'h!111 hallt .h'strQ) l'd Ill) pll'a1Illll' , Ill) IOt'it , 
1'llOu LUllf !;Vile IInri hurl IhYlwl! OIL ('il li h. 

'Vith wbot I'Bl'! ' love you took tilt', m\ lord 
With whitt sph.llHloUl w,· \lAml' m pI w'tI/!ioll • 

.\Il\killg lUe ll (IW th!' wotlr1'11 la.\:;hillK-~totJk, my 10m. 

Thou h39t i.rll.\cllcn ilway to l\yl.lll >I: 

TllIJ UlUjC8ty 01 tb) bedroolll, Illy 100d. 
J'hc IIcnicc IIlId!!t tbr P,\wlya (kill:; ', 
'1'he goldt'li 1~'\I\1e(' . my loru 
Thy COl ) ~RlI lIg wOII I,. 
Thy otfic\'l aud nml/cnce b ... lJ. Ill. InuL 

'Vhile {'JlU'e8 of pt'f8OJIS (11 (' C01UI', 

Whitt, rlorllllllt'l 8)'(' h"8utifif'd, my lOlli, 

While th )usl1.nns flf pt'I!:lOIU! :u ,' wai till g fm t he~ , 

1'11ou. diM('(~rdillg 611 th"I!6, my lOlli, 
HMt tra\'cll('c1 away tn ht' lj.vclI . 

:J, /J1f'<al (,e,i/my 

Ob! pl'otcrtOl'; Uh 1 my Ion!. H !u l 

l'UO\\ lI'ut"ill-<\ .tryl ... " ~ Uh! tho 8upcriOJ, my lord. 
Hll.llt thou n:,\ouoo lhe lord of ltc8n'n? f.ICsvIDG mo aJonc. 
h it j lilt for thf'o 

To rllll away. makiDJ; mc lIoliLllTY ~ 
I~ it right til jllmp aWlLy:- Not sepaJMlll1f 
Even for I~ day, thou h6.r.t l'II' pal'l.It cd tbY!ttllf Il'om thy wilt'. 
}t~or m"ll)' day!! 1I0t. 8Cp.1ra.t,wg, why ha.8t thou. eop&nlt.$\ 

thy",)!. 
-_ .. ~ _. ------- .-
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From the ItCrv8Ut? Lcaving nut !If)littlry. [lfLW .• 

'.'hnll hut goul) IlWII)' ~nmpwbl' r(' . OIl! Il ly gold(,11 1.rothar-iu­
Rvm.l a ft. 'r thou bRst J,{one, won\,j I !UIr\'iv l' t!i('II hi t.hiN 

'World. 
Oh: tnoll hl)uutiflll-\'i~AgeIL !1f' }IRrnted from tbtll' 

With tbc~ eycII, O!,! m.\' king, s(lpn rnten frotH UIN', 
(~mhl J wawlpl'rm Ihill enrth ? Oil! IIIr proif'l't llt. 

;t H",1' M'p'Jt,d"'JI . 

!'("I1I1d J 
pi ... o I' 

1 IInYI- Ulltirct till' fllllll.,' bait tOil: my goldm, I,rothur-i ll -!nw. 

J hA Vt , OHst (IOWll th" flOWt' !' (from Illy b\'llt~ ) 011 thilt ('ortll. 

1 baYI' l{Jogeuetl tht' strill~ of i,hl' huir-kuot . Uil! m,r golnoD 
hrof hl't-i u-hlW. 

Iu thy side-room I hAVt' p allNi olr tl lf' Allwl'r, 
Tho bnir-knot thnl I hll n (';o tllh,,·.\ [I1h1 WM'll . Oh: Illy gnlrliln 

hroth"l'-iu law. 
'fheu hll!!t wrecir('rt my 11sual toilpt. 

11\ th~' Tuhy-like "idr -l'OOIU , Ub ~ my e old cTl brother-ill- In ', 
It i ll time tbll t. r "boula dilll,ol'plmy Iloil '. 
Un III )" cllitudll : II i1Ol'tl€lll f"r('I ](-lHl. OJ] ~ Ill)" Kol,lan hrot.h€-r. 

in-law, 
ThOll hH.st s£'ttIOl1IlShf'!;. ~ 
On my ciliilll) II-A, jotllrd fOl~'hf'ad , Oh I Inr lcmi , 

ThOll bflllt &p1tlC111 lllmi. 
To lIle aaffron hos )'Cl'(111I(' rllI"C, 011 ~ 111.1' g o lrl l:!l1 hrotber­

in- law- . 
To me rnarlld l1.ni ll hOll b/>I ""Oh' t> hi tter_ 
'1'0 me floYt el'8 h!L\"p hccomr rllre, (lb 

in-lAW. 
llJ)' golden brother--

_ ... _~ b, wh,th. III tbe l'''Dlil COllntTJ . II ",if .. ~~1I . h .. , ho.hotnd. 
t I'.,.e,air ",ora by .Qluril!d ",omE'lI. 

1 Chl-pdll, .. round wocn-ll, .. pl'd dot fnnri~ '" if h hlaelr plllte un til" (ONl­
hfllld. Wido .. ~ 11'1 .. ,. "DOt IId(ItTI them'~i'fl"~ .... th i t 

i Wido"" _II: their fnr"hcad. with til", . Ilnrod, ull" (,'ihh .. t hi ). 
" u .... 11 .. ",_0'11" . Ibo. ) left ..... , .... illl .,hie}, .. nmfl"Q min their nl tlJl r.d , 

'""" an 1I0~ .Ilo~ t.o do thi , . 



To ma my husband'" fl\~ bEUI hecome bitter. 
Taking out. thf' saffron'stringoJ tll.1i ,· Ob! my goldeu 

hrothElHn-law. 
I soood in thy mAnsion and mourned. 
Ruhbing out. the kunlmnamt dot, Ob! my lord , 
I stood in thy forL Bud mourned . 
Rom in fL !amily of llist Oll1, Ob! my goldon brother-in· law, 
I sl->od in thy ornamentod bouso and mourned. 
Bred up in a mansion, Oh' my 10rrl, 
I .toOll in thy h()l1~e flond moumoo. 
Hl\v iul! lo~t thy g <J1 rlen honel, Oh I my g.lldcn 
I hllvo ell 'l l:. ott tho t.tii thread.! 

[ law. 
brot.her-in· 

Hl\ring lost thy gold en b(' lId , 011 ! my lorc1, 
I have forgotton tbt' flow"T [ law, 

my goldon \uuLbu in-Is it not Q.v I09ing my npok llHVl'I, Oh I 

'fhat I h""o becomo 1.1I\If·n(·0\:a·d ~ § 
Is it not by IOHillg my grass-liketftli', II Db ! my lord, 
Tbat I have bep(lmc dwo,rf·neokr·l\ ? 

4. Statidmg bemol1rnny. 

Ob! my gaInen brothor·in. Jnw; Ob ! my lord , 
Bast tbou reached the goldell ahode? Lbrother-in·law, 
Mo, thy most proriouB scrvullt whilo here. Oh! my golden 
Wby heat thou gono to K y lls P 
Mo, thy most heloved servllnt wbile here, Oh! my loyd, 
Why bast. thou gone to the golden abode ? 

Mo, all a husbll.ndlesa woman, Oh! my golden brother-in-Ia.w, 
People will backbilc mo . 

• 'l'hf! tili;8 It/lller.U,. d.lIhnd with Mlrro" bI:Ilore ;t;a tiod rollod the 
oeo't. 

l' Anitin poder. with which married wom('b mara their fOrt!hQlMlI, 
t A. ",(lmU, on ~he den.th of h!ll' bu.~nll, t'<'UnQU. bel' tioli . 
§ A term of aba'f! for a "illow. 
U Tili ",hioh hu pronJd ... 1UI1fllb.l:&Dtial M ........ 
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Even though I behave with hUlllility. Oh r my lord, 
They will call me the rulerJess ainner. [brot.her-in-laW', 
Even though I oonduct royaeli trembling, Ob! my goldea 
Thoy will call me tho lordleflll woman. 
For thy palanquin'lIlIorvicC', * Oh r my lord, 
If I aooompanied thl'C, it would bo no mistake. 
Riding upon I'm olophKnt, Oh! my god, 
Ob! my lord, if thou onmcat to the river bank, 
Hearing the elephant hell ringing, 
I would light tho cooking firo. 
Riding a horae, Olt! my g od, Oh! my lord, 
If thou OILmeat to the tank bund, 
Hearing the horae-bell ringing, 
I would get thy hot bath roru:1y. 
W e,likomilk and water, Oh! my lord, 
Were affeotiolllltely bound to enoh other. 
We like milk and walbr, to bo aopal'll.terl, 
Ia it tLe decroo of lord Siva? 

l brother-In-law, 
Ob r my golden 

We, like tho lima!! bird for a while, Oh r my lard , 

Building iUl neat. 
We, as hushand and wifu, Oh I god. 
While we were united together. 

For t.bat. buH-like 1: ama ~ to oome, Ob' lord, 
And aoplU'!l.tc Uti , i9 thero any TIght? lbrother-in-law. 
For that Yama, who come8 to call thee, Oh I my golden 
I el\y that 1 will give a goat ae II. aaorifioo. 
For that Yama, who oomb! to kiU thc~. Oll.! my lord, 
I say that I Will give a. ('ook fill a sacrifice. 
He, refu~ing enn that, Ob I my golden brother-in-Jaw I 
Wanta to J11und~r thy beautiful hoad, 
Whilst we 'Wtlre 9uj'>ying our better days. Oh I my lord, 

• Tho bier UI ohou cOIUlt.r-aoted;11 the form of. pr.1..,.qoJa. 
t T_ID_, tb_,od of de_tho 
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Thou bast reaohed the feet of Siva. [brother-in-la .... 
When we were entering on II. life of plenty Oh! m)' golden 
Thou hut reached the feet of Hara. . 
• The ohildren crying, Db! my lord. 
Me. the hou8Cwife mourning. 
Tbo voice of thy ohildren crying, Oh I god. 
Doet thou not hoaT even a. little? [lAw. 
Seeing tho 11\00II of thy ohild ron, Oh! my gvldon hrother-in­
Wouldst thou l10t leave that ptauc, and como f 

B.-BoNO 0 1' ,\ M OTUE I: ON TtlK l) I£,\TH OF T H E CRILll. 

Db! the epple of my eye; Dh! my darling; my lliadul 
psra..iise. 

Ob! the apple of my eyo, whore hast tllou hidden thyso{f f 
Ob! my {{olden beM!; Oh! my eyee ; 
Ob! my 8ower, whero heet thou hidden thyself P 
Ob I gom-like apple of my eyl:'; vh! my blU!8ful paradiae, 
I do not know how thou hal'it goue away. 
Even as " capering doer le8.ps, Oh! tho apple of my eye. 
Hast thou leaper! into the well. 
Even as tIle eIIpermg door, Oh I my hlissful pa.radise, 
Hut thou j umped into the tank. 

• • • • 
From the momont thou wast born in my holtOm, Oh ! the 

apple of my eyo, 
Tbou hut lit a 001ls01es8 tire therein . 
From the time thou wast horn. iu ill,V heliy, OI\! my da.rling, 
~'hoa hut put inoxtmgllishllble Bre ~berei ll . 

Is tbis anyono'8 curse on mo P Oh! t he ftpple of Illy eye. 
Ie this the WONt sin 9f my sons P 
Is this a.ny ono's ourse on me f Ob! my darling. 
Ie this God'il wio\ednos8 P 
As the yak leaps, Oh! the apple of my eye, 
Why hae Ya.ma carried you off f 



The ornaments whioh you ,""oro not lIufficing , Db ! my darting. 

We lire llearching for mort.' 

The jewelry with whioh wo dcoorated thee, 

Not lIuffioing. Oh! tho apple of my oy o, 

W e ure searchiug for moro 
We are taking IIblpR, nnd trnvc!'tling portl, Oh' 
And eea.robing for valulIohl,. JCWCIB lor thoe 
Trav61'lting illlnndl, Ob! my darlIng, 
We aro 868.1'ohing [or many jewell 

AU of them Dot caring, Db I my gold , 

[roy eye. 
tbo apple of 

Why but thou gono to Indra'tI loot II lof my e)'o 
Wail it for tho whltO-ILDt. elLton burial ground, Oh! the apple 

W e l1Iarod theo up fond ly? [garland. 
Wu it for the bootle·trodden burial gf'ound, Oh J my 
W e combed, and hrought thea up P [diamond. 

"bou haot thought of borrowed fue * for me, ' Oh I tnJ 
ThaD haaL thought of a hoI rowld pot t (or mo 

C_WalENr 0 .. ... D ... OO UTFK paR aER MIJTH'ER . 

Oh! mT mother; ~b! my mother. 

'Oh! my mother, who ~ne hirth to me. 
Lo&ing R roothar's love, Oh! my mothor, 
Could we ilta.y in th.t8 world? 

Losing our pTOg1lDitor, Ob I my mother, 
Could wo live in this world P 

Separated from our mother, Ob! my mother, 

Could we live on Lbi. earth ? 
Feeling our .tomacha, Oh I my mother, 
Didst thou give ue plenty 0' riOQ P 
Feeling oW' sidee, Oh! my mother, 

Didd than neurilh u.s with milk P 

• a iI ib, se.ored duty ot .. lOll. who ollth",. bll ~D.t. to Ucht t .. fuIerU 

.".. 
t n.e _ .b_ld so roo.tId !.be pyre, (11"11111' Il JtO' of .,,~ asr, ide ihoaMr.. 
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While thy children are here, Ob 1 my mother, 
Thou hast reached the goldon world. 
While thy OOgotteu are bere, Db! my mother. 
Thou b8Bt graood Y nma'8 feet. 
While thy kith aud kin are hero, Db! my mother, 
Thou bQ.llt graced SJva's feet. 

While thy beloved onci are here, Oh! my motbor, 
'1'bou ha.et l'too.chod Iudra.' 8 feet.. 

D.-SONO OF A DAUQlln:..Il.-lN-LA.W ON TIn: D£ATH 01' BHIt 

MOTB.E1H N-LAW. 

Ob! my eye-hke motuer.in-Jaw, 
Thou hE\.llt trfIVoUed. away to mount Kyla'8. 
Mounting th" Hower-car, Ob! mother, 
Thou hast geM to the golden abode. 
Mounting the golden CA.r, Ob! my mother, 
Thou baat gono slowly away. 
I have not known my own mother, Oh! mother. 
I haw hea.rd of hor being talked of by otbers. 
I have not known her who roarod me, Ob 1 mother. 
I have heard of her being talked of. 
On ourds didst thou brillg me np, Oh! mother, 
And made me forget my mothe., 
On milk diet didst tbou bring me up, Oh! ruother, 
Aud ma.de me forgot. my ticl! ~to my mother). 
1 have forgot.ten my mothor, Ob! mother, 
I have forgotten evory one. 
Thou hast oast away ~ll my ties, Ob I mother. 
Thou bast made WI hoggan . 

• • • 
BUd-like, thon haat Hown away. 

• 
b there no time when thou wilt oome baok P Oh I mothot. 
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Shall I not expect thee r 
The expectant eye, Oh! mother I 
Thou has blindfolded. 
While we, servlUlts and others, o:r(' hore, Oh! mother. 
Why hast thou gone to Yama's feoti' 
Whilst thine own lllen are hero, Db! mother. 
Wby but thou gone away to Svargo. * ~ 
Thou, remaiuing some time 10ugilT here, Oh! mother, 
Sbouldst thou not help UII awhile? 
Thou rOlluliuing some time longer bero, Oh! muther, 
~hC'llldat thou not lwlp U8 on a. littJe ~ 

"", 
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OMENS, EVIL ~}YE, CllARMS, ANnuL 
SUPERSTITIONS, SORCERY, ETC., VOTIVE 

OFFERINGS. 

IN seeking for omens, natives consult the so-called 
science of amuns or science of the five birds. and are 
guided by them. Selected omens are always included 
in Dative calendars 01' paurhangams. To the qllivering 
and throbbing of various parts of the body as omeoS, 
repea.ted reference is made in th" Hindu classics. Thu .. ~, 
in Kalidasa's Sakuntala, king Dusbyanta Rays :-" This 
hermitage IS tra.nquil, and yl-'t my afm throbs. Whence 
CHoU there be any resu lt from this in such a place? But 
yet the gates of destiny are everywhere," Again, Sakun­
tala says :_11 Alas! why does my right eye throb?" J to 
which Gautami replies :_H Child, the evil be averted. 
May the tutelary deities of your husband's family confer 
happy prospects I" In the Raghuvamsa the statement 
ocours that u the son of Paulastya. being greatly incensed, 
drove an arrO\v deep into his right arm, whioh was 
throbbing, aud which, thorefore, prognosticated his union 
with SIta.' " A quiveriflg sensation in. the right arm is 
supposed to indicate ma.rriage with a beautiful woman; 
in the right eye some good luck. A tickling senaation 
in the right 801e foreteJJs that the person h88 to go on a 
joamey. 

Night, b[lt not day dreams Me considered.as om8I1l 
for good or evil. Among those which a.re aU8pioioUI may 



be mentioned riding OD a cow, bull, or elephant; 
entering a tempte or palace; a golden horse ; climbing a 
mountain or tree; drinking liquor; eating flesh, curds 
and rice; wearing white cloths, or jewels Bet with precious 
stones; being dres~ed in white cloths, and embracing 
8 woman, whose body is smeared with sandal PRste. 

A person will be cured of ~i('knes8 if h~ dreams of 
Bt'ibmans, kings, flowers, jewels, wornon, or a looking. 
glass. ",Vealth is ensured by a drNl.m that on£' is hittE'n 
in the shade by !:L sna.ke, or stung by :l scorpion. If a. 
,person hns an fl.uspiClons drt'am, he should get up, and 
not go to sleep again. But, if the dream is of evil oman, 
lie should pl'ny that ha may be spared from its efi'f3ots, 
and may go to sleep again. 

Of omens, both gnod ano bad, in Malabar, the 
following comprehslIsivp list is gtven 1Il the Malabar 
Manual:-

" Good.-Crows, pigeons, etc., find beasts 8S deer, etc., 
moving from left to right, and dogs and jackals moving 
inversely, and ot.her beasts found similarly and singly; 
wild crow, cock, ruddy g'ooso, mongoose, goa.t and 
peacock seen singly or in couples ei~her a.t tho right or 
left. A rain bow Sef'n on the right or left, or 1:>ehiml, prog­
nosticates good, but the reveDe if seen in front. Butter. 
milk, raw rice, put+.alpira. (Trichosonthrs angl£':llo., snake­
gourd); priyangu flower j honey, ghi; rod cotton juice; 
antimony sulphuraw; metal mug ; bell ringing; la.mp; 
lotus; woks grass; raw fish; flesh; floW'; ripe fruits; 
sweetmeats; gems; sandal-wood; elephants; pote filled 
wit.h water; a. virgin i a oouple of Brahmans; Rijas; 
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respectable men; white Hower; white ys.k tail ;. white 
cloth; and white borse. Chank shell; flagstaff; turban j 
triumphal arch; fruitful soil; burning fire; elega.nt 
eatables or drinkables; carts with men ill j cows with 
their young; mares; bulls or cows with ropps tied to their 
necks; palanquin; swans; peacock a.nd India.n crane 
warbling sweetly. Bra.celets, looking-glas3; mustard; 
bezoru- j any substance of white colour; the bellowing of 
DIeD; auspicious words; harmonious human voice; sucb 
80tmds ma.de by birds or beUFJts; the uplifting of umbrellas j 
hailing ncclamations; sound of harp, flute, timbrel, tabor, 
and other instruments of music ; sounds of hymns of 
oonsecration and Vedic recitations j gentle breeze all 
round at the time of 8. journey. 

"B:ui.-Men deprived of any of their limbs j Jame or 
blind j a corpse or wearer of 8. doth put on a corpse; 
coir (cocoanut fibre); broken vessels; hearing of words 
expressive of breaking, burning, destroying, etc.; the 
l\larming cry of alas! alas!; loud screams; cursing; 
tumbling j sneezing j the sig-ht of ~ man in sorrow j on~ 

with a stick; a. barber j a widow; pePPfll" and other 
pungent substances. .A snake; ca.t; igua.na. (VaranU8); 
blood.sucker (lizard); or monkey pa.ssing across the 
roa.d; vociierous bea.sts sllch as jackals, dogs, and kites; 
loud crying from the east; buffalo, donkey, or temple 
bull; bla.ck grains; salt j liquor; hide j grass; dirt; 
faggots; iron; flowers used for funeral ceremonies; 
a eunuch j ruffian; outcaste ; vomit; excrement; stench; 
any horrible figure; ba.mboo j cotton j lead; cot; stool 

---------
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or other vehiole carried with lege upwa.rd j dishes, cUpB, 

etc., with mouth downward; vessels filled with live coals. 
whioh are broken and not burning j broomstick; Mhes; 
winnow; hatchet, etc." 

HinduR 8ra v~ry particular about catching sight. of 
Roma a.uspicious object on the morning of new year'!! day, 
as the effect.s of omens l!eeD on t hat occasion are believed 
to last thronghont the year . I n Malabar, on fl ew year's 
eve, a room is docorateu with garlands of flowers, a.nd 
Rrnall stools or benches covered wit,b si lk: or wllit.e cloth 
aye placed therein. Various kinds of sweets, fruits, 
flowers, and othel' aUi:lpiciou-I tiling" are l'l l'rangetl, 
t.ogethel· with jf:'wels and gold coin.': . The room is we)) 
lighted, incense bnrnt, and tho door cios£'d. Early on 
the following morning thc· inmates of the hO\1 ,<.;e get up. 
and, with eytJs shut, proceuc1 1.0 the Joor. whicL 19 then 
opened, RO tlmt they ILre gl'ce tod with a ll tJle arLiclps of 
good omf' 1l within the !,oom. 

[ t i ~ a. good nmen fol' Ihe day if \\ htlll Le getl! up in 
the morning, a mau see~ auy of t.he following :-his 
wife's face, t he line~ on t,he palm of hiil l'ight hand, his 
face in a mirror, the faCti of a rich man, the tail of a 
black COW, the fa.ce of b. bla.ck monkey, or his rice fields. 
There is a lagend that SUa u:.ted to r ise early a.nd present 
herself, bathed fIDd well dressed, before her lord Rlima, 
so tha.t be might gaze on her face, and be lucky during 
the day. This custom is carried out by all good hoUM­
wives in Hindu families. A fair-skinned Para.iyan or a 
dark.skinned Bra.hman should not. in a.ccordance with a 
proverb, be seen the first thing in the morning. 

31 
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The omens Mt! Cavourable if a. per~on comes across 
any of thf' foll owing, when 'ltarting 00 a. jonrnt"y or 
special errand :-

) farrierl wom'I."c.. 
Vir.r,;in, 
Pro8titutf'. 
T IVO Br:ll!mal'I!I. 

"Plllying of nm8ie. 
OlIO carrying- mu",il'1I.1 

mstTllmf'nh 
MOlley, 
l"rnit or floWI'M! 
A light, or ('I,'or hla1.-

lUg A:ro. 
t Irol /rella. 

Coo ked foolL 
;}fdk o r I'UrdH. 

('ow 
Deer 
Corpse. 
Two fishOti 
IlAoital of V&dRS 
Snund of n n 'l'llTU or 

bom 
Spirituous hqum· 
Bullock 

Mutto;l. 
Precious 8tonl'Q 
Oue banring n silver 

1\1'mlet 
~l\llltfLl wnor!. 

Hit'o. 

Elophllllt 
H ol'8O 
Pol full. of "liter. 
Marriod wurnll " c~n.) · 

iug 1\ water pot from 

" tn.lIk 
!'ot of todlh 
BlllOk manKr\ 
Vog. 
ROYA l (,agIo 
H oney. 
Pllm)t 

U ellring lnlJo-t words. 
A Gllzula Rnlijo. with 

bid }lile of bangles 
au his ba.ox 

If, on Ri lllllar occasions, a ptH'SOU (Jomes I\.Cr(lR~ !'tny 
of tho following, the omens I\re unfa.voura.bl e:-

Widow 
Lightning. 
Fucl. 
Smoky tire. 

l'ot of oil. 
Leatber. 
Dog barkiug on 

boule top. 



Hare. 
Grow flying from 

right to left. 
Snake. 
Now pot. 
Blind man. 
Lame fllRtl. 

Sick ma.u. 
SaIL 
Tigor. 

Bundle of stiok!!". 
Butter-milk. 
Empty veua1. 
A quarrel. 
Ma.n with dishevelled 

hail'. 
Oil·ma.u. 
Lepc.r. 
,\I ondioanL. 

, 
]n a recent judicial CMS a witness ga.ve evidfIDce to 

the effect that he was starting on a journey. and, when 
he had proceeded a aho.rt way, a sua.ke croBsed the road. 
rrhis being an (Jvii om~D, he went back, and put off bis 
journey WI the following day. On his way he p88Sed 
through a village, in which SUIDO men had been arrested 
for murdsl', and found tha.t. one uf two tl.L6D, whom he 
had promised to accompany, and had gone on withoat 
him, had bei'D mw·derod . 

. Inauspicious days for startiug ou a journey are 
vif.ra~sI1Iai, or dn.YH on which BIva'l:! trident (sula) 113 kept 
ou the grol.:nd. 'l'ba direction in which it lies variea 
according to the day of tbe week. For example, Sunda! 
before noon is a bad t,ime to start towards the west, III 
the trident is turned that wlt.y. To ooe proceeding on a. 
journey, & dog crossing from right to left is {lu8picioui. 
But. if it gets on his person or his feet, shaking ita ea.n, 
the journey will be unlucky. If the dog sot'8.t.ches itl 
body. the traveJlet" will fall ill, anu, if it lies down and 
wags ita: taiJ, some djs38ter will follow. If & dog 
scr:atches the wall of a house, it will be br?ken m~! 



thieves; and, if it makes a hole in the ground within a 
cattle·shed. tho cattle will be stolon. A dog approaching 
Q person with a bit of shoe-leather augurs success; with 
flesh ,gain; with n meaty bono good luck; with a dry 
bODe de:1th. 1f a dog enters a hO\lSe with wire or 
thread in its mouth, t1Jt~ maslf'r of the honse must expect 
to bo put in prison. A dog barking Oil the roof of a 
house during the tlry wca.t,hl'l' port,ends a.n f-Ipidemic, 
and in tho wet. senSOll a IIra ... y fn.1I of rain. Houso 
dogs shlJuld, if tLey nft) to hring good Jilek, pCt:ises~ 

lDorc than l' jghtoou ~isjble claw!'>. The sight of a 
jackal is vcry lucky to 01)(' pJ'or'.·udin,!.! 011 all anand. 
Its cry to tItu ua.,t nod llorth of ;1 vi llagp lorctells ~10 1J1e 

thing good CUI' thu \'illagC'. whertla .... th o Cl'y af midd&y 
muaDS all illl pending calamity. U it· jackal crys to\\"ard:. 
the south in re}J!)' Lo t,he call of u.uol hOI' jackal, ~OIllC an t! 
will be ltuug I alld, if it cl'ies lowartls tho west, Borne one 
will be ilrowllerL A bache]pr, wlto Stltl::! a jackal running, 
may expect to be marl'jed shortly. The sight of a cfJt, 
on getting Qut Qf oed, is oxtl'tlmely unlucky, and he. who 
sees it will fail in aU his uudertakings ullring t he day. 
H I faced the cat this morlling," or fI Did XOD see a ca.t 
this morning" rare commOIl saymgs wbeu one fails in 
anything, The Paraiyans are said tu be very particular 
a'bout omens, amI if, when a Paraiyan sets out to arrange 
a ma.rriago with a certain girl, Beat or a Va.liyan CJ'OSDeS 

his path, h~ will give up tha girl. I have heard of a 
\ .. nperstri.~oWJ EurOp68.ll police officer, who would not start 

}-. ".~ of a. criminal, becan8~ he ca.me across a cat. 
~~ braywg of 1\ donkey is consldered a good or 
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bad. omeD, according to thp tlirection fl'om which it 
proceeds, 

I havo a.lready ~Pl" 8 1-86) reft}rred briefly Itt the e.:<am~ 
JUatioo {Jf horhc5' curl'! a .. oml'US. " Thl'oughout India/' 
Mr. J. U, E. H {Jlmc!:> "I'itt .. , ,;.- "but more espocially lD the 
Houthern Prl!sHi611CY, fllHong the natlYO population, the 
vahl t." of a h orsc or ox PJ JlJ rJlJa lly deJX'ud'J 011 thl' oxist~ 
ence and ~itl1atlOn of ccrtaiu huir Inarks lI lt the body 
I)f the animal. 'l'hc"lo !talr m Ul'k s ,H't' f lU'llll' l1 hy llt6 

changes iD tltl ' (hn'choll lJl wh ich ",hu hnn grows a.t 
et."rtain placo<;, and. Ilccol'dmg to thc lt, ... h01}XJ, are ealleLl a 
c rO'\D, rid,!! ~, or featllL'I'mark. The r elative }Josltioll of 
these lllarks IS <,u ppo';{'u to Illuicatp t.hat the Jllllmal will 
I.Jling goorlluck to tlto U\\ l ltll' and hl 'l ft·lative<i, Thf'fC 

I S U aa'ylDg thut \ a malJ WHy face a rtfle and l'sl'a pe, but 
be cannot avoal tho luck, good Of uvil, forbtold by hair 
marks.' ~o much aI's thlj pC(Il-'ie l uttl/61lcad by theBe 
OWl' DS that they <'tlldom ketliJ an auimai wit.h unlucky 
marks, a.nd would llot allow Llldlf nmr,,"1 to be cov~fed by 
a. atalholl havlllg Ull]H'OpltlOll" mark.Oj," The followiui 
at'e some ur the mal k<. 1'600rtlo (1 I)y ~I J', ll olm("', :-

(a) H OJ'I- f.' .... 

1. Dcobund (bavlng cOlltrol mtlr nil dl-'lrlts), a180 

turmed devuman or nev umsDl . Said hy:Muhammadan. 
to represdut tbe Prophet 's tingel, llud by Hindus to 
represent a. temple bell, 'I.'his mark 18 a ridgo) one to 
thrt-e inches long, situatod botweon the" t~roa.t and 
counter along tht' line of the trachea. It ~ Jl)ID8t 

.. ". . .... 
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lucky lU8.l'k a hOl'8e can possess. It is oompared to th"e 
.SUll, aud therefore, whell it. is present, Ilone of the evil 
:-;t.uI'S can shiue. 8Jld all unlucky cmuns a.ro overr\'l.led. 

t , KhOl·tJ~.gnd (peg-driver) 01' khila-gad If~- li ridge qf 

hair dirtJr.tod down\\'!\l"ds on ou" 01' buth hinu legs. Il, 
il:! sui«l that 110 hOffle ill tho stable wfll Lll' sold, 8'0 lonr' 
liS t.he horst:! with t hese mark~ ill keVt .. 

:t Bndi (f"tw!'). a ridgd of hail' «lircctud upW:lrllB' OA 
ou& or both forearm:, Oil the out.er 'iidf' , and i>aid tG itld\. 
ellte tlJat the owuur of t.he llllilOHi will be 8pnt t o jL'.i1. 

4 , 'l'haom (ttJlit) . Teat.like prujection::! 011 I he sheath 
of the male ara cOIl ..ud('l'Od unlucky. 

(I,) / .'nll l". 

[,. Hhashicalll Huh is tl crown on the forehcrld above 

the liue of tllt' t'Y"" Bha8hicau is tho Dllmo of the 
wreath worn by bridp aun hridogt'oom dlLrillg the ma.rriage 
eCl'emony. 1£ tlt'e purcha~or bo a bachelor or lVidower, 
this mark indicates that, he will marry SOOIl. Jf the 
purchl1ser btl a married man, htl will either have the 
-misfortune to lose hi3 wife and marry ag .. in, ur the good 
fortune to olJt.o.in two wivos. 

6. Mukknuti suli. Three crow Il!'! all the forehead, 
arranged in the form of .a triangle, baid to represent the 
three eyes of Kivu, of which the or,e in the forehead will. 
if opened, burn up all things within the range of vision. 

7. PAdai suli . '1'wo ridge~ of lntir on the back all 

oither side of the middle lilla. indicating that the 
purchaser will soon ueed a coffin. 

8. 'l'at-tll suli. A crown situated on tbe back between 
t,he pointFJ of tbe hips. indicating thAt any busineai 

'undertaken by the purohaser will fa.iI. 
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.. 
P :.,9, A ballock with nump-rous spots over the body, 

like a <leer, is considered very lucky. 
It hr sa.id that, if a cow voids urine ~t the time of 

ptU'oho.st·, it is con fl idE"recl flo very good omen, but, if she 
-paSB~ dung, Il. had om('n. The reverse j~ t,he case with 

" b~lIock. 
The sight of n Uriillmllui kit,{' on n Sunday morning 

is 1/Qty auspiciou!l, <::0 on tlli'l da.y -people mny 00 lieen 
thtewing pieccg of muttou or lumpr;; of butter to these 
birds. If the birll ;'1 !'lean flyin g. the olllen is good, bllt, 
if soon perohing, bad, I am told that the Khond s show 
no rev{>rence fot' the Brlihmll,ni kite, but will kill it if 
it cnrries off tlleir chickens, 

Rometime~ people Ipavo their hOllsf', anl1 sleep elSe­
~ herl;! On the night prc('f'diug au iuau<~p icious da.y, all 
which a. journey must be llllu1e. When n student starts 
for the examination hall , h(' will, if h(, Mlt·~ a wlduw or a 
Brahman, retrace his stp.pa, and s tl\rt, again after the 
lapse of a few minuteq, MCt!ting t.wo BJ'fi.hmanq w'ould 
indica.te gOOil luck, antl bo would pr('ss forwa.1'd. 

If, when a. person i~ lofLving the hoU!~e. tho head or 
feet strike ancidenta.Jly llgainst the threshold, he should 
not go out, R'i it fOlo"bodeR soml+ impending mischief, 
If ODe diu6S witb a frh:llld or relafion on Monday, 
WedneRday, F.!'iday, or Saturday. it i'l ' well; if on 
a. Tu~sdar, ill-feeling will onsue ; if on a Thursday. 
endless enmity: if on a Hund.n'YJ batred. If one places 
the head towards the Cl1st when sleel'ing. he will 
obtain wealth a.nd health; if towards the south, a. leng4 
thening of HIe; if towards tho west, fe.me; if towards 
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the north, sickness. rl'he ial'lt position should, thereforo 
be avoided.- rt is unlucky to go we~tward on Friday 
or Hunday, eastward 011 Monday or Saturd l..Y. north on 
Tuesday or Wednesday, soutl! on Thursday. A journey 
oognn .;m Tuesday is liable to t'6sult in loss by thieves or 
fire at home. Loss, too, is likely t.o follow a journey 
begun on Saturday, Ilnd 9ickness a start on Kunday. 
Wednesday and Friday hr.l both }Jl'ovitiolls days , and a 
journey begun on eithe!' wi th u viow t,o husin NI'I will b ..... 
illcrativ{' . 1'hll wor!4t !lny::l for t ravell ing rtrl' 'l' \10Sday. 
Saturday, nrHi Blluday. t 

gneezin,g cure i'5 a good sig-tl, twice a bad sign. Mol'l' 
than tW1CO i:;; 1II1t rogal·dod. WhC'n n chilii QnP:C1.6S, 

those npal' it u.mn.l1y say" llirgnyus " (long life}; ql' 

8t!.thli,y u,'\ (Il. huudl'ed JeRri), Ad ul tkl who sneeze pro:' 
nounce the llama of some god, the common expt'ession 
heing" SI'Imndl'llugalU," 'Vhen a Radaga baby is born, 
it, is <1. good omC"D if the hthel' snee:r.es before the 
umbilical ~ord hM been cut, anrl an e\·iJ one if he 
~lleaT.es after its severance. GalJing i~ au indicfttion that 
evil spirits haye offected an entrance into thE' body. 
Hence many Brahmans, when they ga.pe, snap their 
fi ngers A...<; a prov(!nt,iv(!,! I t was notor! by Albel'uni 
that Hindus" spit out And blow th"il' noses without any 
respect for~e elder ODes present,. fiud crack their lice 
heforo th('m, 'J'hoy consider the CI'Ilpihul V!!lItriH as a good 
omen, sne~zing as a ba.d omen ," When a great man 
yawns, his sleep is promotecl by all the company with 

• g, Srikllntali1ar, Iud, Ant, . XXI., 1891. 
1 !d, J. W.lho~e. lull, Alit" X,1881. 1 HHI" V, 1876, 



onRS, 1'11£ Jln, "0, 

him snapping their fingel's with great veh~mence, a.nd 
making a singular nOIse, In the Teluglt cOllntry, when 
a child is rOUl~ed from sleep by fI. thunder-cla.p, the 
mother, pl'e3s1llg it to hel' brel\st, murmurs .~ ArjuDa 

Sahideva," TIle invocation implie'J the idea thn.t thunder 
is cnused by tile Ualliibhii.I'at", hBrlJOS Arjuna. Bnd 
Sahlideva, • 

If a child IS bm'lI With thl' umIJllic,\! cord round its 
neck like a garland, it. i'J IJeIh'vod to be inauspiclous for 
its uncle, wLo IS Il0t aJ1oWf"rl to SOP it for ten days, or 
even lon/ler and then a PI'opltialor.v ccrf:'mrmy hfl.<! to be 
performed . If l.he cord 1"1 (~lJtwilJed acroc;s the breast, 
and passes uncor th~ HrmjJI!, II i'\ uo\i('ved to bl:' an 
uul~cky omen .for the fat hOI' ani! ",au-rllai uncle. In 
such cases, some spocI,d ('~remony, nslookil.g iuto vt>ssels 
of oil, i.'J perfOl'med, W hell th(' tfi.h of a Brahman 
WOlrHLD is lost, it 19 au omell that hel' husband will (&ll 

ill, or be Io!-t SOOll. 

Arrack. (liquor) velltlOl ~ consider It unlucky to Bet 
their lllc8.Surt·s up .. ide dowu. Sometime ago, the Excise 
CommiasiOlH'r lnfurms mo, t 111"'> ~ll\dl'a ... ~:<cHle Depttrt.meot 
ha.d some tdumiwulI1 mda!:iIJ1'f''> made fOl' measurlug I\ITAck: 
10 liquor shops. It wn~ fOl1ud tlllLt t he arrAck corroded 
the aluminiulll, and the moaSU1'C"I 800n lCfI,kt:d, The shop. 
keepers were tc.ld to turn their m8s.sure:l uJ!rsida dowa, in 
order that they might dr~m This they refused to do, 
M it would bring bad luck to thetr shop. Npw menSllrf;ll 
with round bottoms were e volved, which would not 
stand up. Bat the shop-keepers began to use riogs of 

.. II, If. Vllllkaw.""";.lQd. A.ot •• XXXIV, Ito&. 
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India-rubber fr:om soda water buttles) to make th;em stand. 
An endeavour has since been made to induce them t o keep 
their lJlea~nres inverted by hanging them on pegs, so that 
they will drain without being tunH'd up~ide down. The 
case il1u<;t.ra.tes well how important a ~Dowledge of the 
s llpenltition~ of ~he p('opi t:l IS in the ad,1Ui'1ifot,ration of 
their affl~irB. So trifling au innovation as the introduc­
b on of!\ '1e \'v arr,lIlJomellt for maintaining tension ID the 
warp during the PI'OCUih of \veavmg gave ri sc quite 
recently to u. 'l trikt, among thu hand-loom wenvel'S at the 
Madras School uf .irt,:; . 

A baziil' sho fJ keeper who deal '! in colour .. will not, 
8611 wlllt o pJ.ilJt, afwZ' Lh,· lamp., haH~ beon !ightOO . 
.And. in likc man 11m', It dot h tll'a! l " refu 'lo'J t.o '11'11 black 
cloth, ll.1ld the denIer J11 h:tnlwa re to se ll nails. l 'aedle~, 

fOre., 1f''It IJOvert.y shoilld onSllU. D igging operatlODs 
with n. spndo mllst be 3t.opped udore th e laml}s are 
iightcd. A betel-vi lle cultivator objects to enteri ng his 
garden or plucki ng a. leaf aft.er tho hghtiug of the lamp"!, 
hut, If some leave"! al'O urS{elltly l'ol Jllirell, h~ WIll , btlfore 
plucking them, pour water frum a !,ot at. the foot of thu 
tree on whic1L the vine is gl'O willg, 

Iu teachirtg the Grlludha. alphabet to ch:ldren, they 
are made to l'l'peat the ldtor ~'a twice quickly witllOut 
pausing, as t he word c;a ml'ans .. die." To mention the 
number 86\eO in Telug u is unluc ky. because the word u­
the same as that for weepUlg (yedu). Even a Treasury 
officer, who is an enlightened University gri\due..te, jll 
90unting mouey, will say six and one. In Tamil lhe 
word ten is, iu like mAUne! .. inauspicious, because, on the 
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tenth day after the dt,;'l th of her husband, a vddow 
remOVf>9 all t.he emblemA of married lue , Pt'obably for 
thi!i r t" 8.S0n the offspl'in!! of K~tlJa.n po)yanilrous marriages 
stylI' t.hemsel\'l's the childreu. of eight. and, two, not teD 
fstthers. Liihha is a Sanskri t. word meaning profit or 
gain, and bas Its equivalent in all tht, vernRcular 
lang'18ges. HIndus, when counting, commence witb this 
word insteacl of tll£' word signifyiug olle. And, in like 
manner, Muhammadans 1111.(, the words Bisrnllln,h or 
Burkelh. apparently a,q an in vocation like th~ medioinal ij: 
(Oh! Jupiter aid us). " Than the number It hundred has 
been eonD\ed, t nt'J ngain bf'gin with 1,he substltutf'for one, 

#lnd this serves as a Ollf' for thA per!'lOD who is keeping 
tally. Ut'iya merchan t.~ 'iny Jiiho instead of eko (one), 
when counting out the seers of rice for the el6phants' 
rations. 

The birth of a male child on the day in whir.h the 
coo5tRJl&t iOJI Bohini i., visible porttmd~ evil to the 
mnternalullcle; and fI temalo born unrlf'r t.he cooRtellatio.Q 
Moola.m jq sup posen to carry misAI'Y wit h het' to the 
house which she enter"! hy marl-lag!;! WIJile ('ntillg. ODe 

should fae£:' ORst, south, west. OJ' north, according as 
one WIshes for lonR' Me, faml' , to bl!('ome "ain-glorions, 
or for just joe or t,l'uth Chtlwi!lg a single betel nut along 
with betel If::llves secures ng'olll'; two nut.'! arc iuau8-
picions; t.hl·ee are exct'lIt'nt ; anf} more hring indifferent 
luok. The hasA.i portion of the bctellellfmnst bt'rejected, 
as it prodnceR dlPea..'le j thu a.pi cal pHl't 1\5 it induces !:lin; 
and the midrib and veins AS they destroy the intellect. A 
leaf on which chnniim (lime) has been kept snould be 
."oiderl, as it may shorten life. 



It. is cODsiilered by a Hindu unlucky; to get ah:a"ed 
for ceremonifll purposes in the months of Adi , PDrattAei, 
}fa.rgaJi, and Misi, a.nd in thEl remaining m(lnths Sunday. 
Tuesday, SoDd Sat1ll'day should be avoided. Further, the , 
star under which H Ulan wa~ born Las to be taken into 
considerat,ion, and it may bappen that an auspicious day 
for bE>ing shavAii iloes not o('('u r fO!' some weeks. It 1S 

on this account that orthodox Hindus are sometimes 
f)ompelled to go about witll IInkempt ch ins. 

Even for anointing f,he body, auspicious aod 
.hauspicious day" aro pl'ascrIbed, r .f!, 11noinbng on 
~da.y causes loss of beanty, on Mond"y brillgs inert'ase 
'N riches, (In 1'hurRliHY JO<l8 of inklllect. if It pel'::.on is 
obliged to anoint himseJf all :'-:untiay, he },Iu t:;! fl bit of the 
root oI'Neriflll1 (oleandel') in the oil, anu heats it before 
applying it T his is supposed to fl,vert the evil influence. 
tjimilarly, on TU t'sday dry earth, on Thursday roots of 
L,!!nndon Dlrely/r) ." and un Friday Ilshes must be used. 
The Kalinga Klindltiil of VizHgapata.m will not rtl~ide a.t 
any plllC6 from which the PadmantibhfLlD hill near Bimli­
patam ca.n be seen, owing to ~ tradition that, residence 
alea.r tbese formerly proved inauspicious to tht>it clflBt4.· 

It i.s-.considered auspicious if 8. girl attains puberty 
9D" MondfLY. WednE'sday. Thursday, 01' Friday, and the 
Gmens vary according to the month in which the first 
men.atrnal period occurs. Thus the month of Va.iyisi 
eD8Q.1'eS prosperity; Ani male issue; Mlsi h.a.ppiOt'SA; 
Mllrgali well-behaved children; Panguni long life and 
1""'" cbildren. 
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It is believed that the Bight ol'~bre[lth of 1tfuhnr:l1' 
madans, just afte r t.hey have said theil' prnyel"f' at a. 
mosque, \vill do good to cb ildren sutfol'iog' from "'Mious 
disorders, For t,hi s purpope women ca r!'y or tuke tbl1ir 

children, nnd pm;t, themselver- o,t, I hI" cnt,ranee to ft 

mosqn ~a.L t.he t,im6 1V1161l1,be won.:.h ippl' I·s lease i t. Most 
of t.hem a re H ind us , b Ui, some( illl t}s P OOl' li: urasia ns may 
be soon there . 

Evil eye.-The indecent ca1'vings ou tfl mplc cnl'S are 
introduced f,hereon to avert t he ov il eye, During t;t.'mple 
01' mnrr iage pt'occssions, t.wo hILge hUnl nu figures , male and 

female, made of b'lmboo wicker.wol'k , UI'C ca rried in front 
fOI' tbs !:' amc jJlII' j}(lStl. I :,· Maln b8.l', feal' of the evil eye is 
very gent'I'n l , At the co rum' of f he 11 ppe r storey of almost 
eVtJrj' N aYaI' house I l£'nl ' a ,'('s il 0 1' path is suspended some 
object. oft.en a doll.liktJ h ideous crea t.ure, nfi which {.hl'! 

eye or the p:\sser· by mn,\' fes t ( plate XIII}.- .. A crop 
-i s being raisod in a. gardl'lI visible from the road . 'rhe 

vegetables will nevtJl' rench maturity unless 1\ bogey ol 
some sort ;15 set up in Iht'i r midI\!. A cow will st-op -­

giving milk. UUlll1:!.8 a conch shell is tied conspicnously 
about her horns, WIUHl a hOllse 01' shop is being built. 
there surely is to bE' fO UDd e:<posed in some colllJpiCUOQ8 
position an image, somf'fll n~8 of ex treJue indecency, n 

pot CO\' (' l'oo with c8 bf1 li~ t ic s i ~ns, a prickly branch of 

cact,ns, or what not, to catch the ('"il eye of p8.8RerR by, 
aDd divert the ir at tention (,'uw the important worle in 
hRnd."t Many of tIle carved WOOdP.D images )'ooall 

• F, h Wf!IIIU •• NadrM M .... HIl Li .• Ill , S, 1001. 
t Locu. Kal • .,. !ft.nutJ. 
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forcibly to mlud the H oratian ode" Ohm tru ncus erum, 
Obscenoql1e "0001' pOl'rectos nb inguine pal us." 

1I1onstron,s Priapi mRde in straw, with pn.inted clay pots 
fOl' heads, pots s moa l'ad with ch llniim Ilnd studded with 
black clots, 01' pulmyl'rt palm fruits coated with chunaru , 
(plato XIV ) may oft en he 8een set, up in fi dd.s, to guard 
the ripel1ing ('I'OIl' ~'OI' the follow ing note otl the flvil 
oye in 'Ma.\;lbar .1 am indAbted 1.0 ~h, S, Appadol'ai l yol', 
«It is DOt, the e,ye olalla I,hat commits the mi!cl licf, but 
also the mind Ilnd t (l ng1l~ , Man I;; said to do good or 
evil through t,he mind, wOl'fl fLUe! doNI, i,l', 1U9.0aS3, 

vachll, and ka"tURna. ",Vhl'n a il(!W hOll ~c is being COD­
st.rueted, or a Vi'gE"tnblf' g-nrtien 01' "ict' fiC'Jd are in a 
flon rishing condi tion, Iho following p,·o('.a.utions 1"11"6 taken 
to Ivard off tile 6\· il C)'V: -

(~. In buildingi'l-
l. A pot with black lmo whit(, nltH·ks on it b ~\1S­

penrled tnOl,th ilolI'llw:lI·ds. 
2. 11 wooden tiglll'c of 0\ monkey, with peudulou8 

testes, is suspPlJ ded. 
3. The 6g11re of 11 MnlayiLli woman, wi t h pl'otuberant 

bl'ea.it.s, iA suspended. 
b. 1n nC' lds and gardens. 

1. A !' traw figuro covered with 8 hlack cloth daubed 
wit.h black and wh ite dot.s, is plaooil on a lol1/Z pole. 1£ 
the figure \'I:~ pl'Qsen t s a male, it has pendt'llt testes, a.nd, 
if a. womfln , wall devL·loped breH8ts. Sometimes ruale 
a.nd fe male figl1l'es are placed lOget.he r ill an embra.cing 
posture 

2. Pots, as descr.ibed above, are placed on bamboo 
pul ... 



Plate XIV. 

E ... il~)' e Scare-crowl. 
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3. A po~tion. of th": lII<ul~ pi So 6ull, wi . .... .. r s . 
8t.tll,c,bed. is set l!P on a )1~g ~ e. ~ .,. .., . 

I ~e figu~e8 , pots. .. a!1df skulls 8.I'e phmal'lly 1U"Il~ed 
to scare 8~'8y ~rowJ.~ I. l'a.f.lcat.~e. ao~thel' mj ra.uaers. 
and secondly to ward off.€hf' ~v i\' eye. Illsto.uces aro 
quoterl, in wLicq hauclQpl'ae llljtl~iugg have '(all'3I1 "'(k)\~ I ',. 
and rip'e fl'uits rluq g,ntilJ crops hI.\,"~ witl~ered tbrouih 
the infJlle ll~e of t be oye, which hfU( als£I •• been held 
responsible f ll!' tho bursting of;1 womao· W-ofsts'." 

• 
In -Madras, human figm'es IU'C made of broketl bricks 

Il lld UJort a r, and kept perrnnoenti y iu .the fron!; of tbe 

npstairs vernudab. I n t"~ ·C'ity1' k,~, cows may be s{'6n, 
witll a cha.Jl~ shell ( '1!urM1/{'ila )'a/la) ·Licd with a blank 
string round f,he neck, tn ward off the evil eye. "\ftippilla. 
cart-cirivers in Mnlahnr l,ie blnok ropes rni'lod the nook or 

"BCI'OSi:i the face of thei l' bullocks, fo r thu sarno rlll'pose. 

In vi1lagl's . sIt'augers lire nOt. f\llo\\"cd t.o be p" tlsent wlten 
the cows IU"O milkod . Sudden IaiJut'e of milk, or blood­
stained milk, al'e attl'ibllted to the ovil eye, to romove 
the influence of whilJh t he owner of tho nffec t£Hl cow re­
sorts to the magic i.a.n. Mfl.t rons Rmong All castes mflke 
the faces of childre n ugly by painting t wo or th r6f' black: 

.-lots on the chin and cheeks, a.nd painting the eyelids 
blaok with lQ mp-bJa.ck Inste, On occasions of aus picious 
ceremonies, colonred water (nrBthi). or balls of rice. a.ro 
waved in front. of or al'ound the parties concerned. Tn 
like manner, at weddings Rmong- some castes, when t.he 
bridegroom'S panty reach the bl'ide's bouse, her sister 
waveS a. vessel containing turmoric water, etc., in front 
of hie face, to w3rd off the evil eye. Lat.cr on in t.he 



ceremOnt8.1. rine·c.akeii are l'laoed on various parts of 
the bodies of the bride and bridegroom, and seven vtls8Qls 
containing turmeric Wa.ltH', charcoal, rice, sait, betel, 
Jruit ~, and fiow tl l'<:' itt't' Wo.Vf'(! i.n front of their faces. 
Somet imes u fig lu'c iR made uf l'ice.fiour paste, and five 
kinds of flowers flora pi llced near it. ("opper coins are 
stuck on the hea.d, h8.lld=;, a nd abdomen of thf! figure . 
which is waved ID fl'ont of 11 Sick person, and taken to , 
place where threo I"oarls or pa.t hR meet, and left there. 
For curing sprain'! , it 18 a cClmmon pract ice t ') have in 
front nf tbe patient a '! icklc, an Iron measure, or a llY 
article lIladt:l of iron which II! not hand. Sometim8<J a hole 
is made 111 a guurd ( B/,lIil/.cfl,~1I ('l'l ·ifl-r,1. 01' L Uf,'tmaria 

vldyr/)· is ). whit.h i ., fi ll od with turmer ic and ehunam, and 
wnved round Ii. sick pe rllon , ft is t.he n taken to a place 
where throo l'Oads meet, :uul bl'oktm, Tho "udden illness 
of children is often at t ribut ed to the evil eye In 
such cases, the following I e lDedies are considered 
efficacious :-

(1 ) A few stick s from [L nf>W nnllseo broom are set 
firE' to, waved several tJ[nelj round the child, and placed in 
a corner. With 'Jorne of the As1i f>R the mothbr J1l8.kes a. 
mark on the child's forehfOoo. If the broom burns to 
ashes without making a noise, the women cry "Look at 
it . It burns without tho slightest noise The creaiure's 
eyes ara really very uRd." Abuse is thou heaped on the 
{ler8on, WhOS6 eyes are BupposE:d to be wicked. 

(2) Some chillies, BaIt, human hair, nail.outtings, 
I\nd finely powdered tla.rth from the pit of t,be door-pos~ 
are mixed together, waved three tim.-t in &but of 'the 
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.baby I and thrown on to the fire . Woe betide the po888l. 
801" of the evil eye, if no pungent, suffocating ameH a.riaet 
while it is burning. 

(3) A pieoe of burning camphor is waved in front 
of the baby. 

(4) Cooked rice-balls, painted red, hlack and 
yellow, and white (wit,h cu rtis) arE' wa.ved in front of 
the child. 

Loss of appetite in child ron i~ Attributed by JIlotbers 
to the visit of It s llpro~ed eVil persoll to the h<luse. On 
thAt pel'son Appearing again, t,he mother will take a little 
sand 01" dust from under thA visitor's foot, whirl it. round 
the head of tbe child, and throw It on the hearth. If the 
SUi:lpeoteit person is 1I0t likely to tlll'n up again, a handful 
of coM on seeds, ren chillies, and dust from the middle of 
tbe strdPt, al'e whirll'fl round the child's head, and thrown 
on the h~l\rth, If the chillies produce a stroDJZ' 8rueH, the 
evil eye has been aVE'rted. If they do not do so, the 
suspect i:! ronnoly n.bllsed by the mother, Rnd neVf'r again 
admitted to the house. It ia a good thing to frighten 
anyone who expresseq admirntirm of one's belong .. 
ings, For eJ:ample, if 11 frienrl pral'5eR YOllr qon's eyes. 
say to him [( Look out. There i ... R. snfl.ke at your feet." 
If he is frightened, the eVil eye has been averted. 

Duriug' a. ma.'Tiage among the MadigM, a sheep or 
,goat is sacrifioed to tJH'I marriage (ara.v~ni) pate, Tb. 
l&Or;fioer dips his hands in the blood of the animal, aDd 
impresses the blood on his palms on the wall near the 
door leading to the room jn which the pots are kept.. 
Thi. ieWM'i'III ..... rd off the evil eye. Th. IloDUld 
. M 
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Tottiyans kill a fowl near the pots, and with its blood 
ma.ke a mark -on the foreheads of the l:ride and bride. 
groom 00 tbElir entl",:.into the marriage booths erected 
outside the '9'illage. 'the V ckkiliJ& 'rottiyaoR sacri· 
fice a goat' or !heep instead of So fowl, and the more 
advanced. among them substiLUt.e the breaking of a cocoa­
nut for the animal sacrifice 

'Th~bj~ction WRIOh a high-ca:s; te Bdihma.n has to 
being 'wen hy !\ lo~~-c3sto maD wlwil htl is eating his 
food is based on a. belief allu><1 to thd.1 of the ev il eye. 
The Brahmanicnl theory of \'1&ioo, a.~ propounded in tlu' 
sacred writillg'l, and undl'lr')toorl by ortho(lox pallditJ'; 
corresJ.lo~ds with th<.' old coq./u<wulnr theo l'Y' The loll'· 
castlj !Dan being inftHiOl' in evE''")' )'aspect to the Brahman, 
the mattl'f or ~u btJe :mbst.all('t} pl'occedi'tg from his eye, 

and mixmg With t.he objects seen by him, must of nec~. 
sity be iuferior and bad. '$0 food, which i'i ~een by 8 

low-caste man, in virtue of the radii P(·t·'lItcwo' whi(~h it 
has received, will contamina.te t.he. Briihman. 

If a. man of anotbor ca,ste enLm·.1l the house of a MJsol'e 
Holey" , tho owner tak e"! care (,0 tear thp intrud~I"s cloth, 
and tUfU him out. 'rhis will IIVE'rt auy evil, which might 
h8.vO befRllen him.· It is said that Brahmans consider 
grefl.t luck will WiLjt upon them, if they can manage to 

pass through a Holeya viUage unmolested. Should a 
Brihmfln attempt to enter their quarters, the Holeyas 
tnrn him ont. and slipper him, in former. times it is 8Rid 
to death. t 

• J.S.P.lbobuie. Ju4 ....... JJ,Urn. tJ1ol,l, 



QlIllNS, BrIL :ill'. '!D. .~ 

Chal'mll.-Mantram~, or consecrated formul~1 ~ 

supposed to be very pOwer fu l. and by t.hei r lIid even:gotla ... 
Ca.D be brought under control. '&c11 charms are inte~ 
alia believed to bl'! efficac ious ill "curing JiseS6f', in pre. 
tooting r:hilrlrf'n against devils,' and women again.at 
miscarriage, in promoting development of the brL'sstS';ln 
bringing offspring to barl'~n women, and VJ68rding off 
misfortune consequtmt on mal'l'l aw, with a girl .0 ba.s .. 
bad mark on her, in keoping wil'l'igs from !lIe ti E>1 ds, 
anrl warding off cRtUe distlm:,e. For t,he last l'urvose the 
magil::al fOl'mula is carved on a stone pillar, which is set 
up in the village. They (\1'6 divided into four classes, 
viz., rn antra.'iara, 01' the real essence of magic; yantra­
!lam, Of the science of cabAlistic fig ures; pra.yogasara, 
or the method of lI ..,i ng t,he abov(· for th fl attainment of 
any obj ect ; tanthmsara, OJ' the scicl.tce ()f symbolical acta 
with or without words, 

Mantra!t8.rR includes all mantr:uDs, with t hl\ir efficacy 
for good and evil, and the methods of iS81'1l ing or reciting 
them with tho aid of the gll ru (spiritual instruclior). 
Mantrams are combinf,tlOlIS of the Bve iDit.ial le tters of 
t be five sltcrad elemtmbs, which produce souods, but not 
words . These 61'6 Lelieved to vibrate on the ether, and 
act on 18.~Jlt forces which are thet·e. 

Yantrasara include'! all ca,balistic figures. and the 
JI~thod of dra wing and u"ing t hf'm, and objects to be 
attained by thm. They are drawn Oll thin plates 6f gold. 
silver, copper or lea.d. Tbe efficacy of the figures, when 
drawn on gold, will, it is said, last for a oontnry. while 
those drawn on the le8s precious metals will only be 



effective fOl'six months or a year. Loaden J)lateH are 
ma.da use of wheT! the mantrams ha.ve to be buried under~ 

ground. '1' he&e figures should possess the symbols of 
life. eyes, Longue, the eight cardinal points of tbe 
compass, fL1ld the fivtl elements. 

Prayogasara includes uttl action OJ' Hummoning by 
enchantment, driving ont evil spirits , stupefaot,ioD, 
tempting or bringing a deity 01' evil spirits under control, 
and ent.icement for lu\'6, dest l' lIction, and St'Pll1'3tion of 
friends. The mant l'as <lro d Tect ive only when the 

individual who resort!' to t hem il:! p li re in minlJ a.nd 
body. This can be attained by the recital of ajapaga.­
yithry (216,000 ('X ha llliiolls aDd inhalations in twonty­
four hOlll's) . Tbe8~ ha vo to be Ili vided among the 

deities GaneslI , Brahms., Vishnu, Rudra. Jiva. thms, 
Paramathma, Hood the guru ill the proportion of 
600, 6000, 6000, 6000, 1000, WOO, 1000. A mRn can 
only bocome IUlll'lwd in ru antrams (rullntrava.rii) by the 
l~gular performance of t1ltt rf:' cogni~('ti ceremon ial, by 
IlJarning tht'm {r(lUl a guru, by})roper recitals of them, 
burning tho 88.cred 6re (hiSmam). and taking food . A8 
exsmplt·s of ynntrl\ms, tha following, b610cted from '" 
very }Rorge ff.lp"rtolrt"', may be citt'd . 

Gane.pathi yantram z;hould be drawn on mot.al, and 
worship performed. J t is then encloBed in a metal 
cylin.der, Rnd tied by a thread rouud the neck of females, 
or the WS,;flt or arm of men. It will cure disoaae, oonque.:;, 
.n enemy, or entice anyone. If the sacred fire is keil 
up wl.ile the formula is repeated, and dry (.'OOoa.~ 
plantain fruits , mOIles, ghl, beaten rice and Iwact 'brMcI 
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put into it, its owner will be 1Ilcs'Ied with wealth and 
prosperity. 

BhadrakaH yantram, - The figure is drawn on tbe 
floor with flour of ricel tUfIDCI' ic , charconl pol\dcl', aDd 
leaves of the Clu;tf'I··OJ) plant ; and, if puja is done at. night 
to the deity, it williearl 10 the acqui'iitioll of knowledge, 
streD~th, freedom from tliseal:je nnd ilDpendiug C'aJamiti68, 
weulth and prosperity . If HIe> plij,\ is cp}ehrated by a 
mantraviidi fOI ' t Il elve days with his fn ee t urnni towards 
the south. it will product! t,}w death of an enemy. 

The ntterul1ce of a cerlaill 11I ,lOtT'am, and recital of 
purosba sooktharu (a Venic bymn) bHrOrt1 1 J A.M., Bl1d the 
distribution of milk a.mong children, will prod'Qce inorease 
ot chihll'ell, wealth, cows, and prospf'rity, If buller i. 
taken by barren women, with tb~ rI'('itnl of tbis 'uaDlrs!», 

they WIll be blesfled with children. 
Sndarsa.ua yantram, when drawn on a. metal sheet, 

fl.ud enclosed in a cyl inder wOl'n round the neck or on the 
um, will relieve those who are i ll or vos3essed of devils. 
For driving f)ut devil!'l, an oblatioD to AgDi mast be 
offered. while the mantr,lm Om nama s<tbaaral'a.hun pul 
is uttered. If the rantra.m Sudarsana is drawn on butter 
spread on a plantaiu leaf, piija performed, and the butter 
gi.ven to a barreD woman, there will be DO dunger to 
h.er&elf or future issue. 

Hutha.kadhoshalL yantram ,-Cbildren UDder ODr year 

.~e are supposed to be affected, if they 8I'ir seen by a 
AD OD the fourt.h day of menstruAtion with wet 
e. aDd .mpty .tolDaCh after ba.tbiDg. She_, , . 

not _ .. see ber 0 .... ba.by or hu,b..,d till.ho baa changed 
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ht'r clothc3. and taken food. 
baud, made of th,: bark of 

To >vett tAt "'iii. a w&i.t.­
the ark. pl~ (Oa/oh"op;' 

giflr"dea.), is worn . ~ 
SarabhR yantram will cure persoD4 1Itlffering from 

llpilepsy 01' intermittent fevor. , I 

Subramaniya yantraru, if dnl.wn a.nd regula.rly 
wor~hipv£o\l, will expel do\'\b from hutl, thlise attacked 
by them, Q.nd flom hum.ea. 

H anUTniiu yanLlalH . .... hen ..... orn. win protect those 
who arc out 0 11 dftl k uight'II, and produce bodil,)' strength 
and WI:,!l OIU. 1f UI'3.WH 011 n gold ~h9t-,t. l'Dclo~.-J in a 
casket. aull puj:, performllu to It, every Saturday. it will 
bring lJro'iJl tln ty ,[11](1 h,·lp 1'I'ognallt WDIfi('1I during tbAir 
con nnemc:ITI t.. 

PakRhl ynl1tram, If draWl! on IL SLI.!6t of lead. and kept 
in sovt:lral place::. ro und a. hOU!.6, will keep snakes away. 

Moolathr igona. Yl:Iutram, if d,'awll 011 the Boof, !LDd 
a kmfo placed 011 ii, will drive out devils frOtD those 
attack~d thereby. 

Vatugabha.irava yalltram cures disea$e in those who 
aro nuder eighteen year~ old, ana drives out a ll kinde: 
of evil spirits. If allhes al'e sJUeared on the faoe, and 
the mautram uttered sixteen times, it will be very 
effective, 

VArati .Y~tram is very u!:Isful to aoy one who wisbea 
to kin an enemy. He should sit in a retiri1d spot at 
night, with his face tnrol,d towards the south. and repeat 
the mantram a. thousand times for twenty days. 

Pr;\tbingiri yantrarn is drawn on a sheet of lead, and 
buried at a spot over which a person, whose death i. 
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desired, will pRSS. It is tllen planed on the floor, on 
which the sacred fir t' is kindled. The mant,ram sllOuld bo 
repeated eight hundred times for Fleven nights. 

Chiimundi and Raktha Chiimnndi nre used for causing 
the death of enelQi4:;~. 'rhe mautram shol1ld be written 
on a sheet of lead, and pfija, With the sncrifice of toddy 
a.nd mut ton, performed, 

']'0 product" an ulcer, which will caus(' the defl.th of an 

enemy in ninety daYl:I, a mantram is wr:tten qn a pit.'oe of 
cadjR.n (palm-leaf), enelo5ed ill all egg with a small quantity 
of earth on which he has urina.ted, a.nd buried in an ant.hill. 
A fowl is killed, and lts blood fWd some toddy are- poured 
over the egg. To Cll re fpv('r, the formula is written WIth 
the fing'er in wat.er contailled in a bMin, and the appro­
priate word.:; repe:ttpd whil (' the watl'l' is hAin g; drunk. 

A charm, c,llicrl t he' A'iviiruda yantmm 8Dablt1i n 
person wearing it to covel' long distancol't 011 horst·back; 
:\od he cltn ma.ke tbfl mnst refractory 1101"010 amena.ble by 
tying it roun.i it,'i neck.· A n inhabitant, of Malabar pre. 
sented Mr. Fawcett with It yant.ram f1gaJn~t the f!vil eye, 
whioh , if whi 'lPA['~d over a. piPC8 of st.ring, fll1d tied round 
any part of t.he body atr~('t~n. wouIrl work an instl\D.ta­
neans cure. Tn a note r~~.:f.r(l ing moon-shaped amnlatt 
against the evil eye rle~cribed hy Prof~8or Tylor,t 
Mr. Walhou<.l6 IDeDtions tha.t cru~cents, made of thin 
pla.~s of metRI, iwmetimes gold, are worn by children 
au the west coast, sGspE'odeu upon tbe breast with the 

• r. l'a'llP'Oett Madra. )Ilia Bull., nr,', 1801, 
t 10""", 4I1ttro,. rut., XIX, lI!9O. 




