
------
points upward.:!. Neck ornaments in the form of crMi­
('.~nts are commonly worn by Muhammadan ohildren. 

'rhe story of a Atone slah in the m&in street of 
Rii.yalcberuvu , k nown as the ya.ntra.m fiyi or ma.gio 
stone, is ll!l.rrated by Mr. Fra.ncis.- if The charm 
OQo'li'lh of '11 QQUV8i , !line 8\ch WiLY, within a border of 
trident~. ~~lI.ch Qqua.rf1 contains one or more Telltgu 
lettlJl"3, but the,e will Dot comhine into any intelligible 
words. At the bottom or the stanA !\re cut a.lingam and 
two pai.ra of foot"pl'int'l. SOmtl t welve years ago, it is 
said, the village qu ft'ered seven·1y from cholera for three 
years in snccf''Jsion, and a. Talnglt (OI\son, a foreigner who 
was in the vill a,?:8 a t thA tdme, cut this charlO on tb~ 
stone to stop the rli~ea'i(} It IVa') set up with much 
ceremony. The ma~on went ronnd the village a.t night 
withollt a stitch of clothing on him, flood with the £'otra.ils 
of 8. sheep h~ngil1g round his neck Ma.ny cocoanuts 
were offef'tjd on t he stOOf'!, a.nd rn9.uy sheep slain before 
it. The mRf)On to:lCleo. R. lamb into the air, caught it as 
it fell , tore ito;; throa~ open with his teeth, and tp.ell 
bounded forward, anti spat Ollt the blood. More sheep 
and more COCOlUluts were offered, anri then the slab was 
set up Tho masoa. naturally delDBnded a iob"to.ntiR.l 
return for the b.mefit he had conferred upon the inhabit. 
ants. Wb.l'ln cholpra. IlOW breaks out, the villagers 
subscribe together, and cio ptlja to tbe stone in accorda.nce 
with directions left thom by him. . A wa.sherma.n acta at! 

plijiri, a.nd 101 pots of water are poured over the slab; 
thread is wound round it 101 times ; 101 dotll are made 
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on it with kunK.umam ; and 101 limes, cocoanl1ts, I\Ild 
qnarter anna bits are offered to it." 

The tooth or cla\V' of a tiger, worn all thEl neck. or 
neaf the loins, wea.ring 8.n 11'011 ring set with pearls, 8. 

lime placed in tho turba.n , 01·:t figuro of H,ll1uma.n (the 
monkey god) gl'a\'t'u all 811 orcament, are cou81uered 
effective agam~t onl dt'mon r;. A tlger's whi~kf'rR are 

. held to be a rnoqt potunt poison IVhpn choppell up; RO, 

when a. tiger 1 ~ kilh~,dt tho whi8kol'Q aro immedtately 
singed off.· They art> l'l~pl'e'3entt'd ill qtnffml bead'! by 
the delicate hri:'lti e'! of tho JlorcuJJme. 

The h lir or <:hfidll of t he bear I'" C'ncloqed 10 amulets 
ant1 tll'd to tbf' gird le l'ound the loin<; of male children. 
aud in s trillg'l round t ht:! neck of female ohii(hen, as 9-

remedy 8gain~L fl'ver, Bud to prevent involuntary dis. 
charge of 1Irine ouring ~leep t. 'rhe Rev. S. Ni.oholson 
inforlll9 me that, if a Mull}. child grind!'! it ... teeth in Its 
':!]eep, a piece of a broken pot i" lll'ought from a. grave. 
vard, a.nd, "ftel' being; <l mokcd with inc(,11 <;e, tieu round 
the neck of t.he child with a pieco of "I tl'illg rubbed with 
turmerio, Ot· with a pieco of gilt. Furthol', slDong the 
MAiRS, the dried "l' umbilical cord is highly prized as a 
r6medy for steriiit,y. The upper lip a.nd chin of 8 girl 
are Tubbed with the cord -eon that th~y may not. develop 
moustache alld beard. 

A Lambadi has been seen repeating mantra-rna over 
his patient8, and touching their heads at the 8ame time 
with 8. book~ which was a small edition of the Telugu 

... J . W.lb{l'lla('o, l1!.<1. Alat. , v, 1814. 
, ..:.,n.1I! oltu x: .... ool ~ 
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traos1ation of St., John's gospel. Neither the physicia.n 
nor tho patient could read, o.n(l had no ide& of the 
contents of the book.· 

Merco..ry CUp3. said to be ma.de of an amalgam of 
mercury aud tin, are stated to possess the property of 
allowing mercury, woan poured in, t,o ooze through them, 
and pass out. Milk kept overnight in ~uch 8. cup. 
or ""n amulet made from the cup materifliR, and worn 
round the wa.ist, are believed to exercise 8. most potent 
influence ovp-r the male ferrilisin)( element. Such an 
amulet, I\pplied to the neck of a (Jborist.er, is said to have 
increased hi'! vocal lJo\vtl r li three 01" four times. Piles 
and othel' bodi ly ailmel1t.'1 are be1ieved to be cured 
by woariug rings, in the con~p()sitioD of which mercury 
is one of t.he ingredients . 

In the Dia.ry of A.nanda. Range. Pillai t the follow. 
ing method of catcbing slaves is recorded. "The fllave. 
d~aler ser.t out his men to collect these ; they purchased 
some, and inveigled ot.herg into their (llutches. They 
either mixed some deleterious material in the lime which 
their victims used with their betel and nut. or placed 
them under a spell by means of the ruagie paint 
which they carried in a box: in their hand~. and then, over. 
powpring them. reduced them to slavery." 

The following are interesting as cases in which a 
European, who was well versed in the theory nnd practice 
of native magic, was called in to administer to natives, 
who were under the spell of devils. In the first 0&88, a 

• R.n. J . C.i", lDd Aut., VIII, 1879. 
t Edi\&d by Su- 1. 1'. Ptioe, Vol. t . liC)6. 
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Telugu girl, about seventep,D years old, bad been for 
some time possessed by her sisLer's husband, under 
whose inflnence she I1sfld to eat abnormllJ quantities of 
food, tear off her olothes, and use indecent lallguage in a 
voice other than ber own. When the European arrived in 
her room, the devil, slfflaking through tho gil'I, threatened 
to kill hef, or the European, or the il ldividual who put 
it into her. Under the spell of a suit.able mantra.m, the 
devil departed, a.nd its return wa.s prevented by the 
wearing of a. yantram. The girl is sa.id to Lave elltirely 
recovered, nnd to have married and settled down. The 
other CASe was that of a boy, who was possessed bya devil. 
He was found, on the occasion of tho vis.it of the Euro­
peao,lyiog down in the court-yard of hiil houae, clad 
in an ample loin-cloth, and with a high temperature. 
Suddenly through some invisible llgency, e. corner of the 
Jain-cloth caught fire, which wail stamped out,. It then 
eaught fir('\ in another placo, aurt eventually WaS riddled. 
...nth burnt holes. This was the way in IVhich the dev}l 
ma.nifested itR influence, 8on(i somtltimes the boy got. burnt. 
A mantra.m was recited, with the ra8ult that tbe burning 
ceased, .nd the fevel' abated. An impromptu yantl'6lll 
WM made out of vihhliti (sacred ashes), and tied. round 
the boy's neck. A religio .!" mendicaat came along .. 
short time afterwards, snd trtl8.tod the boy for SODle 
ordinary aiokness unconnected with the devil. but the 
medicine did him no good. Finding the yantra.m round 
his neck, the mendicant asserted that it was the cause of 
his failure, and ordered its removal. This the boy's 
relation, .... (uoed to perlDi~. But the holy man ripped it 
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off. Whereon the boy instantly feU down comatose. In 
recording the<le two caseij, I have reproduoed my notes 
made on the occasion of an interview wit h the European. 

A notorious Miippilla daeoit, who was I!hot by the poliee 
a few years ago, and whom his co-religIOnists tried to 
make 1\ sain t, was at the tim~ of his death wearing five 
Dopper and silver man tram cylinder s round his waist. 
In a case which was tned befo t'e a. Magistrate in TravlUl­
core, the accused, in order to win his case, hall concealed 
in his under-cloth BOruP yant raUlK, which had been pre­
pared for him by a. sor cerer . The plaintiff, having got 
scent of this, gavp inform<1tion, and the charms were 
handed over fo the Magistrate. In Vizagnpatam a most 
efficacious charlU, sUlJIJoserl to renrior It man invulLerable 
to every ill , COfJ :Hst s of a small piece of block wool, given 
to every 0118 who takes IL black sheep for the priest of a 
temple on the top of thf> Bopel1i ghiit. A European 
official in the same district. informed me that his 
autograph and seal were l)Uttoa strange use. A :Magis­
trate told him that he wanted to tear up 'lome old abkiri 
(liquor) liccn8e~, but a man implored him not to do 80, 

65 they had brought him life for a YCIl1', anrl were there. 
fore worshipped. So the medicine was wa.ter. in whioh 
an old license had been dipped. In Vizagapatam a mixa 
ture of gingell.y oil) the red dye which women use, &Dd 
olher ingredients, put into a sma.1l piece of hollow bamboo, 
and worn on tho arm, is said to protect eo man agawBt 

being shot with a bow or musket, 
Lean children, especially of the Mila, Midiga and 

Chakki.liyan classes, are made to wear & leather strap 
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specially made for them by a Chakkiliyan, which is 
believed to help their growth. 

Animal 8upcrsli tiolls.-Onc of the occupations of the 
Kuruvikarans (bird-meu), a class of Marathi-spE'sk.iog 
bird-catchers, pig-breeders, and beggars, is the manufac­
ture and sale of spariouil jackal horns, known as nari~ 
kombu, To catch the jackals. t hey make an enclosure of 
a net, inside which a man seals hirHi361f, armed with a 
hig stick, He then pmce('rls to execute l), J10rfect imita­
tion of the jackal's cry, on heflring which t.he jnckals 
come running to see what is the matter, and arc bt>aten 
down. Sometimes the entire jackal's head is sold, skin 
and alL The process of manufacture of the born is 88 

follow~ . After the bra.in has h('('n removed, the skin is 
stripped off a limited areK of thl' skull, and the bODe at 
th~ 1'lace of junction of the sagittal ann iaTubrtnid sutures 
above fh e occipital (oramul1 I'> filf'd :\wa,r, :-;0 I bat ollly n 
point, like a bOlly outgrowth, i!J left.. 'fhtl I:Ikin is then 
brought back. and pressed OVf>r the li ttle horn, which 
pierces it. The horn is also saiu j 0 be made out of the 
molar tooth of a. dog or jllcknJ illtroduced through R 

Bmall hole in a piece of jackal's skin, round whirh 1\ Jiltltl 
blood or turmeric paste is ameal'ed. to make it look more 
Datural. In most cases, only the horn, with a small 
piece of skull and skin, is sold. Some.times, instead of 
the skin from the part where the horn is made. a piece 
of pkin is taken from t.he snout, where the long black 
hairs are. The horn then appears surrounded by long 
black bushy ha,irs. The KuruvikaraDs e1plain that, when 
th., see a jackal with .ucb long hair. on the top or hu. 
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bead, they know that he possE"sses a horn. A horn 
vendor, whom [ interviewed, assured me that the posBe6Bor 

of 8. horn is a small jackal, which comes out of its biding. 
place on fnll-moon nigllts to drink the dew. According 
to another version. the horn is only possessed by the 
leador of a pack of jackals. The Sinhalese a.nd Tamils 
alike regard the llOrn II as a talisman, and believe tbat 
its fortunate pogsessor caD command the realization of 
every wish. Those who have jCWE'ls to conceal rest in 
perfect, securit.y if. along with tbem, they can deposit a 
narri-rlOmboo." * The Ayab o[ a friend of mine, who 
possessl's such a talisman, t't:lJDarked " lifaster going 
into any Law Court, suru to win cass." 'l'wo of these 
spu rious horns, which 1 ftcquired fl'om a wanrlering' 
Kuruvikaran, were promptly abstracted from my study 
table, to bring luck 1.0 some Ta.mil member of my f\ talf. 

The Gadabas of Vizagapatam will not touch a horse, 
as they are palanquin. bearers, and have the same 
objection to the rival a.nimal that a cab.ariver b&8 to 
a motor-car. In South Canara Done but the low89t 
Paraiyau will rub down a horse. 

Native physicians, in the'ramil districts, a.re said to 
prepare all ungoent, into the composition of whioh.tbe 
eyes of the slender Loris (Lori, gracilis), the brain of 
the dead offspring of a primipara, and ' the cata.menill 
blood of young virgins enter, as an effective preparation 
in necromancy. l'b8 eye of the Loris is also sought after 
for making a. preparation, which is believed to enable t,be 
possessor to kidnap sud sedo.oe women. A young 
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married student at 8. college att.ributed his illness to the 
administration by his wife of 8. love philtre contaiui.ng 

the brains of It baby, wbich hltd befon exhumed after 
burial. Among the Paraiyans, and some other castes, a 
first born child, if if. is [I. maTe, is buried nE-ar or even 
within the house, 80 that its corpse may not btf carried 
I\way by a witch or 80rCerf1r, to ue used in ml'gie rites.­
A love philtre. saicl to b~ composed of tIlO charred. remains 
of a. mouse and a spider wa.~ recently sent to the Chemical 
Examiner to Government for 81181Y.'1i8 in a suspeoted 
poisoning c.ase. 

TherE' is a belief that th", urine of a wild monkey 
(kondamnchcha), which it disoharges in a thick stream, 
PO!JS8BRflR the power of cnring rheumatic [loins, if appJied 
to tIle afJ'aoted pMt8 with R mixt,nre of garlic. Some of the 
pooreI' classes in the villa.ges of KUl'nool obtain 11 sBle 
even for stoneR on which this monkey has llrinated, Rlld 
hill-people suffering from chronic fever Ronwtimes drink 
its blood.t 'I'he flesh of the black monkey (Nilgiti 
langllr) is sold in the Nilgiri bazaars as a cure for 
whooping-cough. 

It is on record that the Tanjore Nayakar, having 
betrayed Madura and suffered for it, was told by his 
Brahma.n 2I.dvi8~1'lj tha.t ~ had bet.ter be born again. 80 
a polO88H.l cow was callt in bronze, and the Nayakar ahut 
up inside. The wife of his Brahman guru acted &s 
DUrfJe, received him in her arms, rocked him on her kneoa, 

• A. O. CI"1taa, )(adra. "'1111. Blll1., ~, I, 1906. 
, KuuJ. 01 til .. Illniool dimlot.. 



212 O"~Nf1, BJ"IL :in, rro. 

and oaressed him on her breast, and he tried to cry lite 
a baby.-

'Vhen a PHfSOll riS6i\ in the morning. he should not 
face or see a. cow's head, but should see itfl. hinder parts. 
Thi~ is bt'cause of a legend t,hat a cow killed lit Brahman 
by goring him with it..:; horns. I n some temples 3 cow is 
made to stand ill frout of the temple, with its back 
towards it, so that any une enwring may see its face. 

, A st(lry is told at Cochin that the baautiful blue sud 
white tile~, which adorn the floor of the symtgoguf'. were 
originally iotentled for a former Raja of Cochin. But a 
wIly J'ew declared that bnllock's blood mnst have been 
used in the prC'paration of th(> gh1ze. a.nd offered. to take 
them off t.he hand~ of the Raja, who was only too gllMl 
to get rid of thew . 

.At a sale of ca.ttle, thl' vondor ta.kes a small tp.l8ntity 
of stl'a,W ill his ha.nd , tlmI, put.t.ing SOUlO cow-dung on it, 
presents it to tlte vurcha.:;Cl'.t Thi~ Lransa.ction, whioh 
is cnned eruka.zitbthu kodllththal (giving cow-dung) 
seals the contract. '1'116 five product.s of the cow (paneha .. 
gavyam)-milk. curds, hutter, urine, and flEces-are 
taken by Hindus to remove pollution from confinement, 

and a voyage Ilcross the seas to Ellrope. other causes. 
Owners of ca-ttla take their sick animals round the hill 
at l'irukathukunram on a Tuesday in performance of a 
vow, with the belief that. their health will be thus 
restored. Saris (female cloths) with the figures of COWII 

'Printed on thom a.re made by the cotton-printers of 

• J . 8. Cltandler, C.lcCltta &t.,;.,_, Hloa. 
t B. 1. Stobl, Ina. Ant., IU, 1876. 
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MaBulipatam and other placl:ls. Brahman widows believe 
that wE:lsring such cloths will brmg a blessing on them. 

The 8em baliguda Gadabas believe tha.t a piece of wild 
buffalo horn, buried in tho g round of the villa.ge, will 
avert or cure cattle disea.se.· A TId the BilIava,s of South 
Canara, who a.re employed as toddy-t.appers, believe 
that, if th~y beat the spathe uf Lho cocnanut palm with 
the bone of a buffalo which has bp~1I killed by a tiger, 
the yieln of to(ldy will , if the bone has not touched tbl:l 
ground, he grl!ater than if a.n ordinary bone is U!iOd. 

The common striped squirrel was employed. in tbe 
construction of the bridge which Rama wa.s constructing 
to connoot Rlimeswaram lslann with Ceylon. Seeing 
the squi rl'E>l fatigued wit,h its labonrl'l , Hama sympatheti­
ca.lly l'troken its back witlh the three middle fingers of 
his right haml, the marks of which wcrp left, behind. 
In Vizagapatam oue of thr most valUf·d chnrms is CHlieil 
obemrn mousa, describerT 38 being 11 amall musk rat 
only an inch and-a.-ha.lf long, very SCI\t'ce, and only found 
on rocky hills. It is worn in a RaId 01' silver box on the 
arm, and is su pposed to runder a mnn invulnerahle 
against sword cuts and mu.'l.kat shots. 

/< At Kolar in "fysllr f' ," Mr. H, K. Rundara Charlu 
wl'iws.t .. there ip, believed \~\ be a regula.r goddess. of 
SCOrpiOIlR. lInilm' whoRe qeat there lives and thrives a 
brood of l'Icorpiolls, over whom she pr~sides. Another 
belief is that acorpicTls have the power of reVIving, 
even 8.fter being completely crllshed into pulp. We are, 

• B. D. Ttoylor, M.lldl'll_ OI)D ...... report, 1891. 
t IpdllNl Rftieo!' , 1906. 
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therefore, gravoly warned not to rest secure till t.he 
enemy bas been actually cremated. It. is commonly said 
in South India. that the scorpion has gr<!a.t reverence for 
the name of Ganosa., because it is guppO!~ed that when, 
on seeing a. scorpion, ouo cries out, • Pulliyar annai ' (in 
the name of Oan~sa), tho scorpion will sundenly stop; 
the truth of the matt,cl' being that nny loud noise is 
beard by thtl scorpion, and arrests its motion." 

The peon (attendant) in tho zoological laboratory 
of one of the Madras eollegcs would put his ha.nd with 
impunity iu to a jar of live scorpions, of which he believed 
that only It pregual lt female wonld Rting him with hurt. 
He was uoubtless una\\'nrO that, in Senegambla., men 
of the scorpion class affirm t,hat scorpions of Ii very 
dea.dly kind will run over theil' bodies without pOiSOD~ 
ing them.· A swoope!' man, who had a molo on his 
back in shape somewhat resembling a scorpion, believed 
himself to be immune agaiuRt scorpion atiug. and would 
confidently insert the puison-spine of M" live scorpion 
into his skin. In a letter to a medical officer a natiVE 
'Wl'ote that "when a pregnant woman is stung by a. 
scorpion. t,be cbild which is in the womb at the time of 
Buch stinging, whon deliverod, rtors not suffer from the 
sting of R. scorpion. if liver it were to be stung in its lile. 
time." Among quaint renH.,uie'l for scorpion sting ma.y 
be Doted sitting with Mn iron crowbar in the mouth, and 
the applica.tion of chopped lizrml over the puncture. 
The excrement of JiEards fed un scorpioDs is helieved 
to be an etTective remedy . 

.. _-------
• F ..... r . Tote .. l887. 
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If the offspring of a primi pam dies, it is buried in a 
place where jackals can get at it. It is be1il'ved that. if 
a jackal does not make I:t sumptuous meal off the corpse, 
the woman will not be blessed with more children. The 
hyama. is believed to bea.t to death, or strangl!:! with itR 
tail people whom it seiz88. 'the head of a hy3mB. is Born&­
times buried in cuttle. fl heuH to prevent c1.\ttlo dil';(-'ase. Its 
incisor leath 81'eticrl round tho lows of a. woman in labour. 
t.o lessen her pains.· There is a. belief that, when 
8. bear 'Seizes a ma.n, it tickles him to death WiUlOut 
Liting or violence. t Bears nn~ supposed, owing to the 
[Qulti·lobulated external apiJoara.nce of the kidneys, to 
gain a.n additional pair of these organs every year of their 
life The uit,o of 8. 1'at, CRt , or monktlY is commonly 
believed to give rise to asthma. It is believed that the 
flesh or blood of some animal!'! , which havlj certain organs 
largely developerl, will cure disea.se of corresponding 
organs in tbe human subject. }l'or example. t.iJC flesh of 
ja.ckals, which arc crt'ditcd with the possession of very 
powel'ful iun/-,"S i13 believed to curo asthma. Ann the fa.t 
of the pef\cock, which rtlo\'es gl'acefully and easily, is 
supposed to cure stiff joints. For It similar roason women 
rub the blood of the sma.Il ({urden bat into the dilated 
lobes of their es.rs, so as t o :-b't'ngt,hcn them 

In ~nnection with tigers, thc followiDg extract from 
the diary of a natil'e forest officer may be quoted. 
U Up a tree, where 1 adhere with much pain and 
discomposure, while the tiger roaring ID a. very a.wful 
---------------- -

• MUIov..1 <)f the KG.n;l.I:>ol di .. ~riot. 
t •. ;r, W1Jho\lloll, In..!. Alit., V, um~. 
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manner on tht1 fire-line. This is very incollsiderat.e tiger, 
and callses me great griefl>, 8S I have bflfore reported to 
your honour. 'rhis two times he spiled my work, coming 
and shouting like thuudsl', and vutting me up a tree, and 
ma.king me behave like au inSAct. 1 am not able to climb 
with agility owing to stomach being a litt.le big frolO bad 
water of this jungle. · ChuDchumans call fly up tree 
quickly. 'fhis is a vury awful fnto for me." Sl)me 
years ago, fl. drinkilJg fountain was erect.od at thd 

Ma.dra.." museum, in which tbe water i!5suorl from the 
mautll of a lion. It entirely ffiiled in it.s object as the 
na.tive visitors wo"ld not. use it, btlcauso t.he auima,l wa.s 
represented in t,he act of vomitillg. Some Hindus in 
Madras believe t.hat it would be unlucky for a newly 
ma.rried couple to visit the Ulllseum. as· tla' ir offsprillg 
would be deformed aR the result of tIle mother having 
gazed all tho skelctollS and stufft'd animals . 

Should a. crow corne' near the houstl, and ca.w in its 
usual rapid raucous tOllOS, it. meant) t,hat calamity is im~ 

pending. But, should lhe bird iudulge in its peculiar 
prolouged guttural note, happiness will emue. If a crow 
ktleps on c."\wing incessantly in a houstl, it is believed 
to foretell the comi.ng of a guest. The belief is so atrong 
that sotne women prepare more food than is required for 
the household. There is also an insect called "irunthoo 
poochee, or guest. insect. The crow is oolie"ed to possess 
ou]y one tlye, which moves from socket to socket as ooos. .. 
sion demands. The belief is founded on the legend that 
an Asura., l:.isguised as a crow, while Rima was sleeping 
withhis hea.din Sita's lap in tIle jungles of Danda.ka,pecked 
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at her breasts, so that blood issued therefrom. o.n 
waking. Rama, obsorving the blood, amI leal'ning the 
ca.use of it, clipped tl. bit of straw, and, after infusing it 
with the Bra.hma astra (miraculous weapon. let. it go 
against the crow Asura, who appealeu to Ramo. for 
mercy. Taking pity on it, Hilma. ae.kcd thu Asura to 

offer oDe of lts {'yos to tht' Wl'HP Ol l, and sa.ved it from 
dea.th . Binco this timo crows aru au ppo.llld to have only 
0116 eye. In Malaba l' thoro is a belief t hat ill-luck will 
result if, on certain days, a cro\\' soihl ono's }IOrson or 
clothes. rrha evil can Du ly be removed by bathitlg with 
I.he clothes on, and propitiatillg llriihmam!. On other 
days the omen is a. lucky onu. On sradh (memorial) 
d~ys, l'indams (ball .'! of cookod rico) are offered to the 
crows. Jf they do hot toltch thorn, tho ceremony is be­
lievod not to have beon properly vortorulCd, and the wishes 
of the dead mall are uot satisfied . If the CI'OWS, after 
rupoat",u trials. fail to l:Jat the rice, tLo celebr.:wt makes up 
Ills minu to satisfy these wif:!lws, and the crows aro then 
suppo.:lod to reJish the balls. On one occasion myassist­
ant lVas in camlJ au the Pall.oi hills, the higher altitudes of 
which are stit] uninhabited by crows, and ho bad perforce to 
ma.rch .lowll to the plaiDil. in ord!jr to perfDl'm the annual 
ceremony [or ~ deceasaJ f ... f.her . When Itn UriUi Dl&IL 

hu been excommunicated [rom his cabte, he must kill .. 
sheep or goat before the elders, and mark hi!; forebee.d 
with its blood. Htl then give!:> a. feast. to the assembly 
and po,ta part of the food on the r oof of his house. If tbe 
crows t'st it, he is rectoived back into the caste.· A. native 

• Jol&ir.,. Ce ... ua rlOport., 1901. 
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clerk sometime ago took leave in anticipation of s:lOctiuD 
Oil recfJipt of news of a death in,his family at a distant 
town . His excuse was that his elder brother had, on 
learning t.hat his SOil iltI,d seen two crows in cuitu, sent 
hiru a post-card stating that, t.lLe son was dead. The boy 
turned out to be alive, but the eliI'd, it was explained, 
was seot owing to a superstitiouR boiief that, if a person 
sees two crows eIlgag~{l in s~x llal congress, he will die 
unless om: of llis rolation ~heds t.~ars. To avert this cate,s­
trovho, fal sa news as to tho iloath are l50nt by tbe post 01' 

telegraph, and subsequently corrected by a latter or 
telegram annoll ll cing t.hat, tllf~ individual is alive. There 
is a legend curront in the Kavftraili islnnd of the 
Laccadives, that a Miippilla mngal (priest) once cursed 
the crows for dropping their excn:ment ·on his person , 
and now there is not a. crow ou the island. Thl; Kois 
of the Godavari di strict believe that hell is the abode 
of an iron crow, which feed~ on all who go there. 
Some years ago a rumour apl'ead in the Koi villa.ges 
th8.t a.n iron cock was abroa.d \'I'~l'y oarly in the morning, 
and upon the first vi1Jage in which it heard one or mol"3 
cocks crow it would send a. grievoos 'pestilence, aDd 
deoimate ' tho viUagfl. IlL ODe instance at, least this 
led to the immediate extermination of aU t,he unfortulla.te 
cocks in that village. I a.m informed by Mr. Jayaram 
Mudaliar thAt the Khonds will not kill crows, as this 
would be a. sin amolmting to t he killing of lit friend. 
According to their legend, 800n after the Cl"eation of the 
world there was a family consisting of an aged. mRn 
a.nd woman, and {Dill' children. who died ODO after tbe 
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other in quick succe88ioll. Their par~t~ were too aged 
to taKe the nscess&l'Y steps for their cremation, so they 
threw the bodies aWAY 011 the ground, at som", distance 
from their borne. God appeared to them in their rlreams 
one night, and promised that IlC would croate the crow, 
so tha.t, it might dtlyuor thA dead bodies. 

A grindha(pAlm~leaf book), describing how an enemy 
may be struck down, gives the following rlotails. The 
head of l\ fowl with dark-coloured flesh is cut off. The 
he~d iJ.\ then split, and a piece of cadjan, on which are 
written the onme of tho person to be injllred, and the 
name of the ROOr under which he was horn, is stuck in 
the split head, which is tJlen sewn up, and the tongue 
stitched to the be<lk-. The head is thon jnserted into a 
certain fruit, which iA t.i{·d up with R. withe of A creeper, 
alld deposited under the enfHlly'A gateway. By the 
Tiyans a number of evil spirits are supposed to devote 
their attention to pregnant women, and to suok the 
blood of the child in 1d8'ro, and of the mother. In the 
process of expelling t}lJ~se, tho woma.n liOR on the ground, 
and kicks. A cock is thrust into hU!' hRnd, Rnd ehe 
bites it .• and drinks it:. hot blood. - At. a marria.~e amon.g 
Lhe Malai Vellalas, 1\ live fowl is BWlm,:r round the beads 
of the bride and bridegroom. Its neck is then wrung, 
a.nd thtt doo.,l bird thrown to thtJ attendant clarionet 
pla.yors. Among smne classes in Mysore tht're is 6. belief 
that, if a. death occu",s in a house on a Tuesday or FridaYJ 
8Ilotber death will quickly fol1ow unless a fowl is tied 

• ,. h_tl.. NlM!r .. lh._QI Bull .. UI, 8, 1901. 
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to one corner of the bier. The fowl is buried with the 
deceased. Those castes which do not ea.t fowlli replace 
it by the bolt of the door." A west coast housewife, 
whpu she huys a. fowl, goes through a my~tic ritual to 
prevent it from getting lost. She ta-kes it thrice round 
the nre-pla.ce, saying to it. "Roa.m over tho country and 
the forest, and cOlne home safe again." Among the 
TD.m,ls, if a. burial taks<I pla.ce o n a Sa.turday, 1\ fowl must 

also be buried, or diru calamity will overtake the house. 

By SOlDfj it is considers '! unlucky to keep pigeons 
about a dwelling-house. 1\.8 they are believed, Oll account 
of their ha.bit of sta,uding on unc leg, to lead to poverty. 
Houso sparrows &TO credited with bringing good luck to a 
house in which tboy budd their nests. For this purpose, 
when a house is uiluer CODstl'uctiou, holes are left in the 
walls or ceiling, or eftrthen pots arc hung on the walls 
by means of nails or pegs, as an attractive 8 1tl' for nesting. 
One matLod of a.ttracting sparrows to l~ 11ou'3t1 is to make 
8 noise with ruped~ as in the act of counting out coins. 
Some nativo physioians pro'4cribe the flttsh and bones of 
cock spa.rrows f OI' those who lmvo lost their virility. Tbe 
birds art' cleaned, and put ill a IllOrtsr togetu81' with otbtlr 
mfldiciu,Ll ingrediant 'ol . Th,'Y arc pounded together for 
several hours, so t ha.t the artlfii:iJ.1 heat produoed by the 
operation couver LS the mixtllre into j\ pnlpy mass, which 
is taken by the patient in small doses. Tha.flesh of quails 
and patridges is alsa b eli to vell ta poilSess remedia l 
properties. , 

• J . 8 . 1'. Vackeuie, Ind .bt~ It., IB1I. 
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In~luck will follow. should an owl Rit on the house top. 
or perch on the bough of a tree near the house. One 
screech forebodes death j two screechE's success in any 
a.p~roa.ching undertaking j I ~ree the addition by mn.rl'iage 
of a. girl to the family; f011r a disturbance; fivfI that t,he 
hearer will travE'l. Six soreeches foretell the C'1ming of 
guests; seven mental distress; eight 8uddpl1 death; and 
oin(' signify favourahle rO'iults A 3pAcies of owl, called 
ppUu, i~ a highly dreaded 8.11d ominous bit'd. It is sup. 
posod to cause all kind~ of illllBSd t,o childron, re'iulting 
io emaci!ltioD. At tho sound of it~ screeching, chiluren 
are taken into a room, to avoid ih furtive and injurious 
gaze. Vat'iOlls propitiatory ooremonies ar~ performed 
by specialists 10 secUl's it.s g'ood~will. Amulets are worn 
by children as a preventive againsb its evil influences. 
To warn off the unwelcome iutrurier, broken pots, 
painted with black and white dots. are set up un house 
tops. And sometimes a. house, \ .... hioh lUIS been VIsited by 
a.o owl, is lockt3d up and vacakd for six months, Rnd 
then onco more occupied after the performance of certain. 
rites. It is "Luted by Mr, W. Francis· that, in the 
Bella.r! district, the flat roob of many hOUSf'B may be 
~n aeoked with rags fluttering from stick's, piles of 
broken potA, and 80 forth. Tho<;e are to Bcare away owls, 
which. it is said, sometimes vomit up blooel, and some .. 
times milk. If the) sit on f\ house and bring up blood, 
it is bad tor ..... inmates j if milk, good, But the risk 
of the vomit"'" out t.o be blood is appa.r~'UtAy more 

--~ 
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'I'eft.red thaD 'the off'\:ba,Jlce tlf its proving to be milk is 
hoped for" &Dd it is ,PiOUght Uest to be on the ~afe aide. 
and kilE'lp the owl at a aistance. 

TltMtl is a eurions aupe~tition conDe~ted with the 
Brii.1:nnani kite. When I~ person is ill in a house, 11i8 people 
vow to offer "'1l fow pound!-l of mutton to the kite on the 
patient'R reco rery. It Ii; bf'li eved that, should the 
offering bA Acceptable. the &iok pel'son will spredily 
get, ..,e~1·, and t,be kite will corne to demand it s mea t, 
making its presence lmowlI lly sitt.in~ on a tree near the 
hOU8P, aud crying lJi aint,iv('ly, '1'he shadow of a fll'iihwani 
kite I n.ll ing on a cobra IS said t.o s tnpify t l,t;! snake. A 
pel'''!on who l l:t~ a Gfll'mh machchai 01' G::truol\ rpM. 
(Garuda ruolf' 01' lUfl l' k) au hI S body i<; believed to have 
such an influonce ov",r cobra.s, that, howe~er fierce they 
may be, they hecomo quiet on hi s appt·o:l.ch , '" 

The followillg' !!Itory is curreut concol'lliog the sacred 
vultnre'! of Tiruknzhuknnram. The Ashtavasti. or 
eight gods who guard the oight pointR of t.he compllsb, 
IUd penance, and Siva appoarpd in persall hefor", them. 
But, bf'coming- angry with them, he curseu tbellli a.n8. 
turned them.,o vII lt ul'l's. When the,\' askedfo~forgil'e .. 
Dess, SIvl\ f1 irect~(l that they should r emain at the tetftJh 
of Vedllgiri Iswll l'ar, Three pail'S of tue birds died. 
during.. the la.st three yugams, and ODe ~a.ir st,m sarvives 
(plate XVl These birds corne t.o the temple da~v !lot'Doon 
fOl" food, 'and the temple priests say that tbey will never 
oame togfltbel' if sinners are present in the crowd which 
aasembles at the temple . 
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It is bel~ved tha.t, if a young crow-phea.saut is tioo by 
an iron chain to a. tree, the mother, as Boon I\S she discovers 
the C'aptive, will go and fetch a certain root, &nd by its 
uid easily break tbe it'on chain, which, when it snaps, 
will be converted int.o gold. r['b8 templo or blue· rock 
pigeon is grea.tly vpm'l'atf'd by natives, who cOlJsider 

themselves highly f,lVOUJ'cd if the birus build in their 
housus. Should a death occllr in a h Ollse where there is 
~ tarnl;! pigeon left, all tho birl]s will, at the time of tbe 
fU1JeI'81, circle thrice round the loft, and leave the locality 
for over House sparrows :lro supposed to possess a 
similar charaojuristic, but. bofortl quitting the bouse of 
mouming. thuy will }11111 oVj·ry straw out of their nests. 

Amon~ certain wood-cutte' ~H:iS(jS, it is believed that, 
if a. crano crosses (rolU lcit t,o l'igbt, wht'lJ a man is 
bringing homtl wood, htl will got a thirrJ as much again 
for his fuel.· 

~urgtlon-Major Cornish, states t tllat there i. & place 
near Vai~arpadi, clasp to Madl'a);, in which th~ worship 
of the !iviug snli.k", dr,lws crowds of vota""" who make 
holiday excur!-oions t ( l the temple, geuol'lIlly 00 Sundays. 
in the hope of s~ing the snakcf'I, which are prcscrv(.·d in 
the temple grounds. and, h,., adds, probably so long as 
the uesire of offspring is a : .... ading characteristic of the 
Indian people. so loug win bo w01'ship of the t;crpent, or 
of 13Da.ke-:.:tones, 1,0 II popular (' lilt. He describes further 
MW, at Rajahmundry, he came l,cross fln old aut-hill by 
- --------------

• Mt.ny of thtl bird 'lIpenllt.lOl" !.tere recorded WI>I'U pllblJllhed ill ... article 
UI the lbd ..... M...u, 1&1 ... 
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the side of e. pu blic road. on which was placed 8. modern 
stone representative of a cobra, and the ground all round 
was stuck over with pieces of wood curved very rodely 
io the shape of a. snake. These, were the offerings left by 
devotees at the a.bode taken up by an old snake, who 
would occasiona.lly come out of his hole, and fea~t on the 
eggs and ghi left for him by his adorers. Around this 
place he saw many womeu who had come to make their 
prayers at the shrine. If they cha.nced to see the cobra, 
the omen WM interpreted favourably, and their pra.yers 
for progeny would be granted. 

The safety with which snake·charmers hanill., cobras 
is said to be due to the romovaJ of a. stone. which "upplied 
their teeth with V('oom, from under the tongue or behind 
the hood. This stOnt, is highly prized as a snake· poison 
antidot&. :It is sa.id to be not unlike a tamarind stone in 
size, shapt. fktd ap~a.rance, and -is known to be genuine 
if, wlisn it-is immersed in water , bubbles continue to arise 
from it, or if, when put into the mouth, it gives a leap • 

. and fixes itself to the pallite. When it is applied to tbf1 
punctures made by the snako·.!I poison.faugs, it is said 
to stick fast and extract tho poison, falling oft' of itself 
as ~oonas it is saturated. Aftpr the stolle drop8oft, the 
poison which it has absorbed is removed by placing it 
in a. vessel of rnilk, which becomes darkened in colour. 
A specimen was submitted to Faraday, who expressed 
hie belief that it WB.8 a piece of charred bone, which has 
been filled with blood. and then charTed again.-
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In Malabar. Mr. V. Govinda.a informs me, there are 
mantravadis, who are believed to possess an hereditary 
power of removing the effects of snale poison by repps.ting 
man trams, and performing certaill rites. I f a house is 
visited .by snakes, they can expel them by reciting certain 
ma.ntrams on three small pebbl€'s, and throwing these on 
to the roof. In cases of snale-bitt' they recite lnODtrams, 
and wave a. cock over the pat.ient·~ body from the hend 
towa.rds the feet. Sometimes a numoor of cocks have 
to be sacrificed before the cha.rm works. The patient is 
then taken to Il tank or weH, and a uumber of pots of 
water are emptied over his head, while the malltravidi 
utters mantmms. There are said to be certain revengeful 
snakes, which, after the)' have bitten a person, coil 
themselves round the branches of a tl'ee, and render 
the efforts of the montravidi ine:ffechve. Jd *uch & 

ca.se he, through the aid of mantrams, send~ants 8Jld 
other insects to harass the snake, which coIJ:es down 
from the tree, and sucks the poison from the punctures 
which it has made. ; 

Of serpent worship all the west coast it is written, in 
the Cochin Census rAport, 1::- 0 I, that .. no orthodox Hindu 
will ever kill serpents, uven if bitten, for it is believed 
that any injury daDe to them would bring Oll lepro~Y. 
sterility. orophthaimia. They &1'8 propitia.ted by offerings 
of milk. plantains. etc., on certain days of the year. The 
PimbamWt Nambiitiri. in whoso bouse they are led and 
.nn:ned, is believed tv be proof aga,inst their bite aDd 
poison. He ia the. special priest at certain sa.crifioe& 
offered to the serpeate. He aJone O&D remove a. serpent 
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grove from one spot to a.nother, Of cut 8Jld ma.ke use of 
tho trees in it. No Hindu, except a. Brahman. will ever 
make U$e of eveD the t,wig of So plant growing there. 
The Plll1uvans sing in serpent groves. and perform 
certain ceremonies." 

It is !'ccol'd('<i by Visscher· that" in the mountains 
.~uU r tlJUote jungles of thi~ country ~Malabar ) there is 8. 

species of snake of thf' shape a.nd thickness of the stem 
of a tree. which cnn swallow men and beast.s entire. I 
ha.ve boon told un amusing story about, ono of these 
auakus. It is 8aid that at Barceloro a chego (Chogar~) had 
climbed up a ('ocoanllt true to draw toddy or palm wine, 
and, as he was coming down, both his leg.:; were seiztt<l by 
a. rmako which hnd stretched it self up alongside t,he tree 
with it.s mouth wide open, and was sucking him in 
graduallya.q he descended. Now, t.he Indian, ~ ccording 

to tho custom of his country, had stuck his toifermes (an 
instrument not unliko a pruning knife) into hi,; girdle 
with the curve turned outwards; and, when he waH moru 
than half swallowed, the knife began to rip up the body 
of the snaktl so as to ma.ke an opening, by which the 
lucky ma.n _~t uuexpectedly was able to escape. Though 
the snakes in this country are .il0 noxious to the natives, 
yet tho ancient, veneration for them is still maintained .. 
No ODe dares VJ injure them or to drive them away by 
violence. ltnd so audacious no they become tb&~ t,bPy will 
sometimes creep betWAeD people's legs when they are 
eatint: and attack their bowls of rice, in whioh caae 

, .. 
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retreat is DE'CeSsnry until tht" mun"terB have satiated 
themselves and taken their departure." 

" A good snake shrine," Mr. J . D. Hoes Wl'itRs,· .. in 
as much an attraction in the case of a house on the 
MalabB.r CO!\!'It as a gluden is in the case of a villa at 
Hl1mpstend or Harrow." Concerning sorvent wOl'ship in 
Malabar, Mr. C. Knrunakara Menon wl'ites M followM.t 
"Th~ existence of sliako grove~ is said to OWe its origin 
to RI'i Parasurama, who advlsl'd that [1 pa\1. of evC'l'Y house 
should be set apal·t for snakes as household gods. 1'hE'Be 
grovos have the appe!\ranct~ of mwiature reserved forests 
ns they are cODsiderf'd sacred, and I hel'o is a fltrong 
prejudice against cutting down tree!'> thf'rein. The grovE's 
contain a snnKA king .mel qUP61l made of grflrlit<'. and a 
tower.like stl' l1 ct lire, made of In terite, for I he '3ncred 
'makE's. An important snake sl!t;ne is tbe one nt a Nsm p 

bfidri honse called Pathirikllnnath. The whole phlce 
looks like R sna.ke asylum. In t he front verandah Rre a 
series of snake holes, which commu nicate wit11 IInt·hiUs 
inside the house. The Namuiidri's sonrce of income is 
dEtrived from the shrine, to which visitors fl'om aU parts 
of the district bring rich present.q for the snak~s . Suakes 
were, in olden days, considtrred fi part of the property. 
It is on rE'cord that a certaIn f,tmily sold t.heir ancestral 
home to an ipdividual, who cut down the snake grove. 
and planted it up. Some members of the vendor's 
family began to Buffer from cutaneous disordflrs. The 
local astrologer was ca.ll00 in. and attributed the ai;Jrneut 
to t.he wrath of tbe aggrieved snakes. When a. snake is 

t Calov.tta Re,;._, 1901. 
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seen inside, or in the neighbourhood of a. house. great 
ca.re is tnken to ca.tch it without giving it the least pain. 
Usually a stick is placed gently on Its hearl, and the 
mouth of an ca.rthldTlware pot is shown to it. When it is 
in, the pot is loosely covered with a oocoanut ~h811. to 
allow of free breathing. It is then taken to a secluded 
spot., the pot dostroyed, and the snue set at liberty. It 
is cousid~red to be polluted by being canght in this way, 
and holy watt'r is sometimes poured over it. Killing 
a snnki:' is considered 8. grievoLlS! sic, and ev.;!u to Bee a. 
Buake with its head hruised is believed to be a. precursor 
of calamities. Pious Malayii.lis, when they 8M a sna.ke 
~ this' "'~l' havf' it bUfnt with the fun sol"mnities 
~udant on the cremstion of high.caste Hindus. 'I.'htl 
cp.~ase is covered with 11 piece of silk; and burnt in 
~wood. A Brahman is hired to observe pollution 
for'-some days, and ela.borate funeral oblationa: &reotJ'ered 
~o the dead snake. Snakes ,we said 1.0 fall in love with, 
and wed mortal girls, whom they constantly pursue 
when they are at the hRth, at; meals, ate. Gradually both 
sutter and die. The snake never URes its fanga agaiust 
the chosen woma.n." 

Mischievous children and others, when they see two 
persons quarelling, rub the na.ils of the fingers of ODe 

hand aga,1nst those of the other, a.nd repeat the words 
"Mungoose and snake, bite, bite," in the hope that 
thereby the quarrel will become intensified and grow 
more exciting from the speofators' point of view. 

The fragrant male iQftOl'6scence of Pandllfuu fGMJi.,. 
Ou1M;1j is believed to harbour a tiny snake, whioh it Dlore 
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deadly than the cobra. Incautious smelling of the flowers 
may, it is said, lead to death. 

A snake skin is, in some places, kept with va.luable 
clothes, to prevent damage to them. 

In Malaba.r (l class of soake-chlll'mers (Kurav8o) go 
about the country exhibi ting snakef;, It i~ cODsidered to 
be a great art of piet.y to purchalor) t hrRo animals. nnd Ret 
t.hem Ilt liberty. 

"It is believed," Mr. Gopal PRnikkal' writes,­
tha.t, "wheu an ~c1ipse takel! place, Rahu , the hugfOl ser­
pent, is devouring the SUIl or moon, as the case may be. 
An e('lipso, heing thue Lh e decease of ODe of th(,s~~,!eDly 
bodies, people mnst, of necessit,y, obiene polllllllJ,1If 
the period durin!; wl,ich the eclips{' lasts. When., 
monHLCr spits Ollt tlte body. the eC'l ipfle is OV6J:.:....§ood 

and drink takon dUl'lUg n.n eclipse posse~1:I pO~~8 
properties. At lobo cnd of tbe eclipse they hat he, to geJ~ 

rid of the pollution, Pl'ople believe ill the existea. 
inside theeflrth of a. pl'Ocions strone callou manikkakkallu.. 
'J.1bese stoDes al'e 91l ppoeecI to have been made ant of th6 
gold. which has existed ill many part8 of fhecarth from 
time immemorial, Cf'rtain Hf'rpcnts of divine nature havtf 
l-een blowing fOl' agel! on these treasures of gold, some 
of which dwindl~ into a small stone of T{lsplendent beauty 
'and brightness called JU8nikkam. The moment their 
work is finished, the seql6nts arc trfl.lltlforrued into winged 
aerpents, and fly op into the air with the stones in their 

• botrr .. Obrill~ Coil. Ida-IuiIlB, 1800. 
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mouths. I ' The Rev. S. Nicbolson inful'ms me"~ba.t , during 
an eclipse, a :Mula woma.n will ,.ama.in in ;Pe hOUl~e, and 
burn the hoofs or borns of ,Some .~niDlal. in the hope 
that the Bmet! will keep tlwn.y tho evil s pirits. ' . 

Among the 'l'elugus, eclipses are ~d t,o be caused by. 
t.he moon intervening between a money.lf)nder and his 
client,s. 'Vben the client., flxasl*ratOO by d~mands £01' 

money, is about to strike the money.lenaer. the moto 
int.ervenes, and is partly ObSCll f{'(l by the ~triker'9" -.body. 
They are also believed to bt: caused ~y the rnboo. inter­
vening between a swpepe l' and his SOD, when the f;).ther 
is about t.o strike the son.- • 

NutivC's, ",I1On seeking for tl'oosure, arm tbemseJ.ves 
with 1\ staff made from one of the snake-wood trees (1Mlo 
da cobra). ill tbe belief thnt t.he snakes which guat11 the 
treasure wiH retil'C before it, -

When a fa.mily, in Mnln.bf' r, is troubled by the presence 
of snakes on Mle premises , 01' when meulbers t.hereof Ilre 
suffering from cutn.nOOIlS 01' other disorddts, the aid of 
tbe nstrologer is solicited, flud, if tJlO anger of 0. snake is 
believed to be th t) causo of t,bc infliotion. n. ceremony 
'Called pumbautullel (sn~ko~illmpiug ) or niig81)8.ttu is 
performed, A Pulhl'!llu, whose caste iM tJairl to be 
descended from th~ snake deity, acts as tho piTjllri or 
officiating minister. On the day appointed. be drnws ~ 
geometrical design of a sna.ko on t.ho 8001', (pla.teXVJ). 
The animal is represented in r ice flour, a.nd tho spaces 
betwoen thtl coils I\re filled in with burnt rioe husk, 
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tUl·m~J·ic . po\~der. powdered gt'Ocn leaves, etc. Five 
col ou r~ are ess81l.tial, to correspond with the colours 
which a.re visible ou- the necks of serpents. A felllale 
member qf Lhe affiictcd ,falllily. who has fasted dUl'ing the 
day. batbes" nnd sitS ou ~£be flOOI' at tbe bead of the 
suako. Her hair is untied, and sh~ holds ill her hands 
:. bunch of cocoonut Howers. The Pulluvan plays aD bOis 
ool-then pot-drum (Pulluva kuc1am Via.t.e X¥II) while a 
Pullum woman keeps Limo with tIre music by st.I'jking 
8. metal vessel. Both man and woman at the samo time 
si ng songs in honour of the serpent deit,y. Grallually 
tho sooted woman becom~s· possessed, and begios to 
qu iver, wqile waving hoI' dishevelled locks. :Moving 
backwa.rds And f'Jl'wSI'ds, she rubs away the figut·o of the 
sna.ke with tIle cocoanut Howers, and, rising np, bathes 
once more. It may be necessary to rub away the snake 
as many 8S a hundred times, in which case U.e curcmony 
is prolonged over several weeks. Each time that the 
snake desibrtf is rlestroyed. one or two mOD. with torches 
in tbeir hands, perform a dance. keeping st6p to the 
Plill uvan ' s music. The family may oventluu.lJy t!rf1ct a 
smaH pla.tform or flhrine in a corner of tbeir ~r()UDds, and 
worship at it annually. Tho snake deity will, it is 
believed, not manifest himself if any of the perSODS or 
articll'!8 required fO I' th~ ceremony ore impure, e.g ., if 
tbe pot-drum bas been polluted by the touch of a 
meoeotruating woman. The Pullovan, from whom a 
d"um was purchase() for the museum, was ,-ery reluctant 
to part with it,.. Jut it should be toucbed by. a.n impure 
woma.n. 
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. 
: Whel).a fricud was ~Ilga.ged in experiments on snake 

venom, some DouJIllhras (jug'glen:!) askefl for pl' l'lnissioll 
to unbllrY thll ~orpses of t he snakes and mongoo!:!OIS fOT 
the pUI'IJose of food. 

The harmless tree-sn:.'l.ke, JJendrQphis pictU8, is mora 
d l'eaded than the coura. in Lhe T a mil and' '1'elugu COUD- , 

t rie!:!. I t is believed that, after biting a. hUlDl1l1 being, il· 
ascends tbe nearest palmyra palm, where it, waits until it 
soos the smoko a.scending from tho funeral py re of its · 
-victim , T he only chanotl of sav ing t.he life of a person 
who has been bitten is to have a mock funeral, wherea.t. 
a Btr:tW etligy is bU/'llt, :Jeeiug the smoke, the deluded 

• 
snake comes d OWlL from the troe, a.nd thtl bitten por son 

recoverfl. 

A.Ii earth-snake, which lives a.t Koda.ikfmal ou the 
}Jaw mountains, is credited with gl\'rng leprosy to 
a.uybody whose skin it licks. 

1n the tl'eatlllent of leprosy, 11 Russell's viper is 
stntrod wi th rice, a.nd put iu u~ earthtm pot, the mouth 
of which is sealed . wiLh clay, 1:he pOL is buried fOl' 

forty day!, a.nd then exhumed, Chioken u.re fed with 

the rice, a.nd the pa.i,ient is subsequently fed on the 
chickens, 

The fat of the ra.t-snake is used as fill external appli­
ca.tion in the lreatmeut of leprosy. 

A trcatmeut for cobra bite j" to take a. chick."n, and 
make a deep incision inoo its bea.k a t the bnsal end. Tbe 
cu t surface is applied to tbtl punctures made by the 
liIunke's fangs, wh it.:h are opent.-d up with a knife, After 
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a time the chicktlo dies, aod, if t.he patient has not come 
round, tIlOI"e chicken must be applied un til he is out of 
danger, The theo,ry is tlutt the pOiSOH is a.tlractod by, 
and enters the blood of the chichn. A person shoDlr! 
postpon~ nn erl'and on which he is stt\ I,t.ing" if he !lees a 
cobra Of" J'aL snake, One who dreams that he has been 
bitten by a snake is cousith:l'~d tu he proof a.gainst snake­
bite, and, if he dreums of a cobra, hi s wife or 80me near 
reluti ve is believed to ha,\'e conceived. 'r.ti~Big'ht or two 

• sll,lkes ooiled round each othel' in sE"xunl congress is 
considered to pOl'vmd Borne great evil. An old woman, 
dl.l l-iug an outbreak of cholora. at. BezwiLda, used to 
inject the pa.tients hYVoder~ with an aqueous 
solution of cobm venom. ' 

By the Thanda. Puln.yaTl~ of the west cOMt, the phOB­
phol'escence ou the surfa.ce of the water is supposed to 
indicate the presence of the spirits of their ancestors, 
which fish in the backwaters. 

'rhe monitor ( Vara,)11tlf) and cl'ocodile are beljev~d to 
l}rocued from the oggs la id by one animal. Thd.)' are 
hud, aud ha.tched near w,~ter, and, of the animals which 
coma out of thew, Rome find t heir way into the wa.ter, 
while others remain on land The former become croco­
diles, and the latter monitors." 'j'he tail of a chamroleon, 
secul'ed on a. Sunday, is an excellent love philtJ'e. Thero 
are experts who a.1'S able to interpret the significance of 
tht: chirping of lizards, whioh, iHter alia" fort:tells t,be 
a.pproach of a case of snake-bite, and whether the patit'nt 

• T . .I:. Gopal Pu.iokhZ", II'JI-,t, 

• 
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will die or not. Thu fa.lI of a. lizard on ~diffl'reDt parts 
of the oody is often taken as au ameli for good or 8\'il, 

accOI'ding "as it nlight~ on the right. or left :.icie, band or 
fDot, head 01' sllOulder, A native of Cochill foretc)ld from 
the ·chirping of a. lizard that a robbery would take place 
in a. certain temple. In ftccol,dance witll the propbeoy. 
the ~mple jewt·ls were loott'd, and the prophet wa~ sent 
to prison under slI spicion of bein~ an accomphct of the 
tbieves, but tmb!Soqullntly rl'le8sed as being innocent. 
There is '1 widespread belief among children in Malabar 
that a lizard (Oaw/ps venticolor) sucks tlle blood of those 
whum it looks at, As soon , therefore. as they catch 
sight of thif.l cl't'ature, they apply saliva. to the navel, 
from W1.10h it is bdiev~d that the blood is extraered, 

The following eliSe was recently bl'ought to my potice 
by the OhemicalKz:aminer to Guvernment. In Malabar, 
a. young man, apparently in good health, wa.lked home 
with t.wo other men after a feast. chewing betel. Ani­
'ting at his home, he went to sleep, and was found dead 
next mornmg. Blood was rlescribed 3S .. oozing out of 
hill' eyes." It was given out that the cause of death W4S an 
inseot, which infest.s betel leaves, and is very JlOisonous. 
'f., belief in dea.tb from chewing 0'[' swallowing the 

'""Yeththilai or vettila poochi (betel iuaect) iR a. vers 
general one, aud is SO strong that, when a person sulf'ers 
from giddiD~88 e.fOOr ohewing betel, be 18 afraid that he 
has pa.rta.ken of the poisonous inRect. Native gentlemen 
ta.ke part.icular care to examine every betel leaf, wipe it 
'with a cloth, and smear chunanl over it, before oh&-winy 



My Rssistant bM made enquiries concerning the poochi, 
but no one ca.n t ell him what it is like. 'l'he poochi iI 
called by Gundert" vettila pumpu or moorkhan (snue) 
or vettila tb ~l (soorpion). 

When the umbilica l corn of a Khond baby slonghg" off, 
a spider is burnt, in the fil'P, and its ashes are plaeed in 
a. cocoanut sheU, mixed with castor oil, and applied by 
means of a fowl 's feather to the navel. Offering! of 
milk, fruit and flowers ::trp m::tfl t> , on certAin cerell10nial 
occasion!:! , to 'white-ant' (tl·rmite) hilly, which are also 
ream'ted to when people are flfflicted with ear-nehe, pain 
in the eye, skin diseRse, etc. '1 hey pour milk and other 
offprings OVAr the hill, and carr.v away some Qf the earth, 
whioh thoy apply to the nffl:'cted pa.rt. The CUTe is 
expedited by calling in a. Brahman to repeat mRnt,ra.ml!. t 
A devil, in t,he disguise of a rJung-ooptle of large I:I lze. is 

believed to ha.Ullt the hOll se wherein a ba.by has ~en 
newly born, and the impact of the insecl agamst the 
infa.nt will hring about, its insta.nt df'at,h. Quite recentlya. 
& Roare has 8ri~ell in conneetioD with an insect, which ie 
said to have tak&n up itR abode in imported Germftn glass 
bangles, which compete wit.h the indigenolls industry of 
the Ga.zuias. The insect is helievPd to lie low in a 
hole in the bangle till it is pucchasrd, when i t comes':8b.l 
Rnd nips the wearer, after warniug her to get hf"r affain 
in order before succumbing. A specimen of a broken 
hanPe, from -which the insect iij st..l1ted. to have burst 
forth, and stung flo girl in tI.e wrist, wa.s recently sent to 
me. But the inkeot was not forthcoming . 

• ~ DiotiODUJ· ... lLn. 3. Caia., lad. bt.., v, J8'7a. 
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Witchcraft; Sorcery: p.ic.-Tn some p1aces in the 
Tamil districts, if a. temple car does not move from its 
pop-ition when an attempt is made to drag it, a lot of 
p(>ople, who are allowed to goet intoxicated, are given 
toddy mixed with castor-oil. Rome of this they spit out 
upon the wheels of the car, which cannot st,and defile~ 

ment, and proceeds to mavf'. A copper-grant. recently 
acquired at Tirupati, records that a car was made for the 
goddess Kiilika.devl of Conj'eeveram by certain PanchO.­
lans (members of the artisan classes) . While it was 
being- takl.>n to the temple, 8. magician stopp£d it by 
inclll!t.a.tions. 'rhe help of another magician was ~ought, 

and he cut off the head of his pregnant daughlt:r, sus­
pended it on the car, and performed cerlain othC'r rites. 
The car then moved, and the woman, WhOf\8 head had 
been cut off, was brought back to lifA. In fa.vour of the 
magioian, who performed these wonders, cer t ain endow~ 
menta were mAde by the Pii.nchalans. The grant is, 
however, btllieved to be a forgery. A woman, pregtlant 
for the first time, should not see a. cal' adorned with 
fi.~s of a lion. If ahe does, the tradition is that 

• shfl will give birth to a moml t.er. Borne tim~ ago, a man 
was operated on for a. dermoid cyst, a.nd a rumour 
quickly spread. that he had been delivered of twins, 
on thE" chance of seeing which a large ' crowd colleoted 
outside the hospital. 

Of a remarkable eXRmple of demon worlihip in TiIllle. 
velly, Dr. Ualdwell wrote · that H an Europ~ was till 
recently worshipped as a. demon. From the rude verses, 

• -
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which were snng in conneotion with his worship, it 
'Would appear that he was an English officer, wbo wa.s 
mortany wounded at the taking of the Travancore lines 
in 1809, and wa.s buried about twenty-fivo milea 
from tho scene of the Lattle in a sandy waste, where. a 
few years after, his worship was established by the 
Shanans of the noighbourhood. Hi~ worship consisted 
in the offoring to his manE'S of spirituous liqnors and 
cheroots." 

At Girigehalli, in t,he Anl'lnt.a.pur dist,rjct, is a temple 
co.ncerning which thp story goes that the stomach of the 
village goddess was ODCf' opf'nod by an avaricious indivi­
dual , who expected t.o find t,reMure within it. The deity 
appeared t.o }urn in n. drpam, and sn.id that hA should 
suffer likA pairl to th.."t which he La.d infiiotNI upon ber, 
and he shortly afterwards died of some internal com­
plaint. - A few years ago, in t,he Dellary district, the 
god i8 Haid to ha.vo appeamd to a man, and promised 
him wealth i1 bo would sacrifice' hi.s son to him. At 
that time the man had only one child. But the god 
said ".A son will he born. Do not fen.r. r shall reviYf'.he 
son, and give you wt1alth." Within a. year a second 
child was born. Him the falher took to tho shrine, and 
cut his throat with a sword, aftAr offerings of a buffalo 
and guat had 'proved of no avail in 6ecuring the promised 
riches. The man, whose story J heard from himself in 
the lock.up, ~ad apparenUy implicit belief that the god 
would b£ng the child to life again. 

88 
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Some years ago, a native 8f the west ooast, I;N>lieving 
that treaSUl'e was bidden on his property, rook council 
with an astrologer, who recommended the performance 
of a human sacrifice, which bappily wa.~ aVf'rted. There 
is a widespread helief that treasure will be found 
beneath any tree or plant. which exhibits abnormal 
growth. 

Cn a recent, ca.ge in M.f~Qre, two men were charged 
with the kidnapping and mnrdor of a fema.li~ infant, and 
one W[l,9 HPnif'nCl'n 10 transpot'i.a.tion for life. The theory 
of the prosecution was that, thA child was killed, to be 

offerP.d as a flncrific(> with thr object of secnring biddrD 
treasnrp, boli£,Y(I<i to bf> ly ing und{·tground near tlu:l sceno 
of the murdpr , A witnpss gave (·vidence to t,he ('ifect 
that thp second accuspo. wa.s the pujari of the Ga.n .. 
gamma t-Ample. He used to t.ell peoyle that there was 
hidden treasuro, and that, if a. human sacrifice was offered. 
the treason' might be- got. HE' used to make pfija, and 
tie yanirarns. He also made special pujas. a.nd exorcised 
devils: Another witness t.est.ified that her mot,her bad 
buried acme treasure during her lifotime, anti Bbe asked , 
the pilj;,.ri to discover it. He carnA to her hoose, made 
an earthen image, a.nd did piija to it. He dug the 
ground in three Vlaces, but no treasure was found.. In 
dealiag with this evidence in the Court of Appeal, the 
Judges expressed their opinion that" the tAlItimony 01 
these Witnesses is absolutely il'relevant, as the f8"fta tley 
speak of, even if believed unreservedly. havfl JlQ logical 
coonection with the guilt of eithw ¢ the aooused man. 
It i. well known that tgIlorant ",,".on~ h..,.~ v&rio. 
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superstitions a.bout the discovery of hidden treasure, fond 
the facts tha.t the second accused either sha.red such 
superstitious beliefs, or traded on the credulity of his 
neighbours by his pretensions of special occult power, 
and that LL SaDyBsi had '!Iomo four years ago given out 
that treasure might bo discovered by means of a. human 
daCrifice, cannot justify any interence that the second 
accused would have acted Oll the last suggestion, espe­
cially when the witnesses canllot even Ray tha.t. the second 
nccused hea.rd the Saoyasi's suggestion." The temple 
was searched, and the following articles were found:­
If three roots of the lxLnyan trna having BUtalay (coil); 
:l. Burrusy of the banyan tree, round which two roots were 
entwined; a piHCO of bauyan root; and a. whoel (alJlda. 
chnkra.) made of banyan root. Besides, there were 
a. copper armlet; coppor thyati (charm cyJiudE'r); nine 
copper plaws on which letters wero engrfloved; a. coppar 
lUokka mattoo (copper plnte bearing figuros of deities); 
& piece of t.hr ead coloured red, Wl1i~ and black, f~ 
tying y.ntr.ms ; , tin caso con~ing kappu ~lack 
aubstanee), a. ball or human hair, and a. 'tm~knife. 
There was also a deal Ivood box containing books and 
papor. relating to Bhiita V;oy. (black art). Cb.kralDll 
(wheels) were inscribed on the books and pa.pers." 

Theoretioally, huma.n sacrifico is efficacious in .. ~ing 
ott ,devils hring tho construction of a new railwa.y or · 
bit' briage. And to the influence of such evil Bpirita the 
death C1f aeveftd workmen by a.ccident ill a cutting on 
tbe railway, \yhieh •• !II nnder coDstruction at ~Danore, 
.... atlfl'llutel. Ren • mantap.". or .~ w .. 



consoorated, a human sacrifice was former1y cODsiderACl 
necessary. bot a ooooanut is now some timtfs used as a 
substitute. During the building of a tower at the Madras , 
museum, just bl1fore t'he big granite blocks were placed 
in positioD, the coolies contented themselves with the 
8&orifice of a. goa.t. On the completion of anew building, 
!:lome castes on the west coast perform certain pOjas, and 
sacrifice a fowl O'P sheep, to drive a.way the deVIls, whioh 
are supposed to haunt it. 

In 1840, a religious mendicant, on his way back 
' from Ramesvaram. located hfrn.self in a village near 

'~mnAd, ilnd gavo himself out to be a ~reat swimi, 
gifted with lihe power of working miracles. Oni::! t;!voo.ing, 
th~ chuokl .. (leather-workers) of the village, observing 
crows and vultures hOToring near a group of trees, and 
suspecting that there was carrion for them to feast upon, 
were tempted to visit the spot, wher~ they found 
a corpse, mangled most fearfully, and with the left ha.nd 
and right le~ ' cut off. Many nails were driven into the 
head. a ga.rh~Zld was placed l'ound tbe neck., and the 
forehea.d smeared with sandal pa.sw. It wae rvmoured 
that a certain perSOD waa ailing. aud tltat the holy mao. 
decreed that nothing short of a human sacrifice could 
5&V6 him. a.nd that the victim should bear his name. 
Th. holy mau disappeared, but WI> captured shortly 
afterwards .• 

In Ooimbat.ore, 80me yea.rs ago. a Gounda;t murdered 
his SOD, aged nine or teD years, to plaoe a. !Burder at the 
door of an enemy. 



PI,,! e XVII I, 



OUNS, 1m iYB, ETC, 30L 

,I n 1900 a. hill· man ill Vizagapatnm gave out tha.t he 
was an incarnation of ono of the Piindava brothors, and, 

~ in the conrse of a few montbs, he obto.intxl (l following 
of five)housaud people, who firm ly bolieved in hi s claims 
to d ivin ity. All hi s rlisciples hac1 t.o go a.nd cut st.icks 
of female bamboos. on tho IJ eW (or full ?) moon of t be 
month Vaisakba, Thoso tho lJOly man blessed, 3Jld 
promised that from them would issue shot an<l shell, 
whereas tho g uns of the sirkftl' (Goverumcnt) would 
discharge only sand and waLer. The movement ovelltu ~ 

any assumed 0. polit.ical as well as a religious complexion, 
but the aims of tbe leaJol'd WOl'O nevel' very definite, and 
the r eason aUeged for the murder of t.wo policemon was 
their rerusal to pa.y homage to the reputed swami 01' god. 
A force of al'med police was sent to al'rest tho I'iog" 
leader s, but tbey and their adhenmts offcrud l'As istance, 
and a number of the misguided people we,'o kiUed. 'fhe 
holy mao hitn!lelf was arrested, and chal'god wi th abet­
ment of the murder , but he died in jai l before the t riaL 

When a person is taken suddenly ill, a wise woma.n 
is consul ted, who professes to be able to diacovor the 
rea.l cause of the illness. Con811lt.ation ~ith this womao 
is called getha. aduguta. ill 'felugu, and ka.n.i kelot..hu in 
Kansrese. If she says that ti le illness is due t,.o aome 
evil spirit, c.y., Muniswcra, a pongal (boiled rioe) and 
8.:'\crifioo of a fowl 01" goat (plate X VIU) is made to too 
deity beneath a nlm ( Meliakadiradtla), in which trceMuni 
is supposed to live, Or coloured water is waved three 
times in £rout of tbe sick person. On the wsh oC'ntaining 
tbe water t wo cross. lines are mnde with cow~dung, and 
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at the JUDction of tIro lines ,3 pit is made, in whien 8 

lit tle oil or ghI is piactid-. to foed a. wiok, which is lighted. . \. 
After the wa.ving, a. bra.s·s vessel is .heated over the wick, 
t\lld pushed into tlw cow~duug. On. the following 
morning. th6" vesse"l is (,'xamillud, 8od, jf it is found 
sticking firmly to the tray. the devil hag loft the patient. 
li, ou"" tho contrary, it COUles easily off the cow-dung, the 
devil i;9 s till thoro, or the illness is duc to Borne otber 
influeucQ. 

. At crosa-roids ill the Bellat·y dish-jet odd geometric 
patLarns may SOnict.imus be noticod. 'I' hose nrs pul, there 
at night by peoVle Bulfal'ing from disease, in th~ belief 
!.hut tho afflictioll will pass to t ho por son who firs t t reads 
on (btl charm. · 

From Malabar a. oorruspondont writes as follows: 
.. I C:lmo across a fuuny thing on o.u ombaukmont in a 
rice fieldo '1'he Wilder part of a. young cocoanut branch 
had been cut into t hree stl-ips, anll the strips fasteued 
one into the othol'in Lho fDlom of a tr iangle. At t.he 
apex a rooll wa.s stuck, and along tho s ides and base 
small flowers, so t.hat tho thing looked like a ship in full 
&'\il. My Inspector informed mo, with Illany blushes, 
that i t; contained a devil , which the sorcerer of a neigh­
bouring village had cut out of a young girl. 1-frs. 
Bisboe, in hoI' book on Korea, mentions that the Koreans 
do exdetly tbe same thing, but, ill KOl'ca, the dAvil's 
prison is laid by tha wayside. and is carofully stepped 
over by every -passer-by, whereas the ODe I so,. was 

• lllit.l,lua! of u." Bell&t, dj.trict,. 
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laid on a paddy bund, and cnref~l1.v~"oided by my peons 
(orderlies) and otbers." • ~ 

Mr. G. F. Paddison informs roo Lbat" in eMS of 
sickness among th~ Savaras of Vizagapat.n.m, 1\ buJfalo is 
tied up near the dC'or of the honse. · Herbs 'Bud rioo in 
F.mnll platters, and a little Ul'BSS vessel c6ntaiuing toddy, 
balls of r ice, flowers and merli cine, 1\1'0 brought "Wit.h a 
bow and arrow. The arrow iR thick l:1r at tbe bas~1 6)ld 
than towards tho tip. Tho nanow pnrt goocs, w!\on shotlt 
thro ugh a hole io front of the bow, whiCh is too smn,1I to 
allow of the pl1SSfL~e of the rest of tho a rj"Ow. 'fhe lltiju 
(wiso woman) pour.~ some toddy ovor the hCl'bs and rico, 
nnd daubs the patient over t.ho fo rohoad, br·on.sfls. 
stomUoch, and back. Sho c roons ou t a long incantatio n 
to tho goddesM, stOppinj:{ at int,ol'vals to call out" dllrn " , 
to attract the godd"S9' S fLi,lonti oll, f:)bo t,lIon t.a kes tbo 
bow and arrow, a.nd shoot~ twico into I,ho ai r, nnd, stand­

i'Jg behind tho kueeiiog patient, :.llor,t"q balls of modicino, 
stuck on tho tip of the rtlTON, nt, he r, Tho const,I'U Qlion 
of tbo an'ow is snch that tho balls aro dislodged fr om 
its tip. 'rhe patient is thus shot Ill, all OVfl r the body 
which is bruised by t ,he impact of the modicine balle 
Afterwards the llcju shoots ono or t wo balls at tho 
buffalo, which "is taken to n. path (arming tho village 
boundary, and killod with a tangi (axo). Tho pationt 
is then daubed with the blood of t.ho buff • • rice 
and toddy, nnd a l east concludos tho ceremonial. "Mr. 
Paddi,a n gave Borne medicine to tho Porojas of Vizaga~ 
patam during an epidemic of cholera. in a village. They 
all took i, eagerly, but., as he was going away, n.skod 
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whether it would not be a quioker cllre to put the witch 
in the next viJlage, who had brought OD the cholera, 
into jail. In the SA.me district a man was discovered 
sitting outside his honse, while groans proceeded from 
within. He expJained that he was ill, and his wife 
was swinging on nails with their points npwards, to 
cure him. 

Tbe annual festival at tbe temple at Karamadai in 
the Coimbatore district, is visited by about forty or 
fifty thousand pil~rimA. helonging for the most part to 
the lower classes. In ell.8e of sickness or otber calamity 
tkey taka 8 vow to perform ODO of the fonowing :-

(1) To ponrwater at the feet of the idul insido the 
temple. Ecwh devotee is provided with a goat-skin bag, 
or more rarely a now oarthen pot. He goes to the t.a.nk, 
and, afwr bathing, fills the hRg with water. carries it 

. to the temple, and emptic~ it bofore the idol. This is 
repea.ted a. number of time!! according t.o the nature of 
the vow. If the vow be a life--long ODe, it has to be 
penol'med every year until death. 

(2) To give kavalam to Dasaris (religious mendi~ 
cants). Kavalam consists of plRot.ain fMlits, cut up into 
sma.ll slioos, and mixed with sugar, jaggery, fried grain. or 
beaten rice. The Diisaris are attached to tho temple, and 
wear thort drawers, with gtrings of s"man brass bells 
t.ied to their wrists and ankles. They a.ppear to be 
pos888!1ed, and move wildly about to the beating of drums. 
As tbey go a.hout, the devotee puts some of t.he tavaJam 
into their mout.hs. The Dasaris eat 8 little, and spit out 
the remainder into the ba.nds of the devotees, who eat l\. 
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This is believed to cure all diseaaos, and to give ohildren 
to those who eat it. In addition to kavalam, some put 
betel leaves into the mouths of the Daqari~, who, after 
chewing them, spit them In to tlll' mouths of the devotees, 
A. t night the Dasaris cnn )" largo torches made of rags, 
on which the rlevotccs Vonr ghf. Some people sa.y that, 
many yeu.rs ago , bal'ren women used to ta.ke a vuw to 

visit the temple at the festival time, alld, after offtlring 
kavala.m, ha.vE' sexua.l interconrStl with the Dii.qaris. The 
tomple authoriti es, howEH'er, pI DreSS \,IZ'Dor.mca uf this 
pra.ctice. 

at Bangalore a monthly fest.iva.I i~ held in honour of 
GUTumurthi SWamI , at which womeD, distl1rberl by the 
spirits of drowned pel',.,ou ~ . oecome vos::wssed. She is 
draggpd by the hail' of the head to a tl'ee, to which a 
lock of tho ha.ir is nailfl{}. She tlin~ 11f"l""el f noout in a 
frenzy, a.nd throlVs herself on the ground, lellvin~ ~he lock' 
of hair, torn out by the root~, fa.stened to the treb by 
the nail. Eventually the spirl ts go up the tree, and tbe 

woman recovers herself.-
In some places in South<>rn IlldiR. herom a. Wom&a 

1S confined, the room in Willf h hC'f COufinf' !r.l6I1t is to take 
place IS smeared with cow.duug, lUlI1, 111 the loom nt the 
outer ga.~, til the height of 1') 111" or fivc feet from the 
6001'. emaIl wet o{. w.dung clI.k.es Bre fixed. '1'hey are 
stuck to the wn.lI. a.ml covereLl wi th rnargoSft I( Velia 
..4za.di'l'achta) leaves and cotton 86eds. Tho CA kes, with 
the leaves and seeds, aTe tlupposed to hMO a gn'nt power 
in averting evil spirits from entering the room, and doing 
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mischief to the Dewly-born baby, or the lyi.ng~in woman.­
In the Telngu conntry. it 1S the custom among some 
CJ\8tes, e.g_ , tho Kiipus and Gamallas, to place twigs of 
Balanite'l Ro,l'buT(1ki i or Oniofroptlf gigantea on thE' fioor 
or in the roof of the lying-in cbamber. Sometimes 8. 

garla.nd of old shoes i'l hung on the door-post of tb~ 
chamber. A fire is kindled, into which pieces of old 
leather, hair, nn.il 'i, horns, hoofs, altd bones of animals 
are thrown, in the bt'lief that the smoko ariaing there­
from will protect thl' mother and child against evil 
8pirits. Among ':J'lme cla."':l6':l, WhAD 11 woman is pregnant, 
her fema.le friends assemblo, pile up before her a OOl' a 
quantity of rice-husk.. and Set fire to it. 'fa ODB door 
post they tie a.n old shoe , and to the other a bunch 
of toJasi (Orimll.'A }lane/11m), in orner to prevent the 
entry of any demon . A bitch is bronght in, painted, a.nd 
mat'ked in the way that the women rla.ily mark their own 
foreheads, IDcen~e i"l burnt, a.nd an oblation placed 
before it. The woma.n then makes obeisance to it, 
and makes 8 meal off curry and rice, on which Clikes 
are pla.ced. If there is prosent a.ny woman who has 
not been hlessed with ohiltlron, "Ihe seize'5 some of. the 
cakes, in the hope tbat, by ~o doing, she may Bre long 
b&ve a. child. t 

A legeo!) is Cllrt'ent in the Laccadivee that a Mippilla 
tinga! (priest.) of the KR.vara.thi islrm(l. bearing tbe cries 
of a. woman in lahol1 r, 'prayed to God that the women 
of the iBland might suffer from no such pains in future, 

••. lL lfar- BMtri, 111.:1. Ant .. XVIlJ, J889. 
t 'B ..... :s. Qaill, Ind. Ani., rv, l87l, 
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80 strong is the belief in the immunity hom the pa.ngs 
of ohild-birth. which wa!-l thus obtained, thdt the women 
of the neighbouring islands go over to Kavaratbi for 
delivery I in order to have all easy confinement.-

In some places, whon a. woman is in labour, her reia­
tiona keep au measuring out rice or paddy into a. measure 
close to the lying_in room, in the oolief tha.t delivery 
will be accelerated thereby, and I ha.v~ heard of a gun 
being fired off in an adjacent room with the same object. 
A pregnant woman may not look at a temple car when it 
is being drawn aloug with the image of the god seated 
in it. Nor may such a woman witness an eclipse of the 
eun or moon, as the off-spring would have hare-lip or 
other deformity. It 18 recorded in I the Travels of the 
Jesuits' (176'2) thut the 8UPOl'Rtitioua lndians fancy that 
a dragon swallows the Bun and moon during eclipses, 
and thereby takes them from our sight. "1'0 mue the 
pretended mOllster disgorgu the mighty morsels, they 
mak(! a dreadful hurly-burly; and such of tbeir wives &8 

are with child 'ihnt themselves up very aBiiduOQsly, and 
dare not stir out, for fear lest this terriblH dra.gon, aftar 
having 8wallowed the moon. shonld do the like to their 
children." ]n Malabar tLt' tusks of a wild boar are, in 
caaes of protracted labour. pt't!sssd over the abdomen. of 
the w0Dl!ID from abo''ie downward/:!. 

Virgins, pregnant women, a.nd children are usually 
~ed not to approach the following, as evil spirits se&k 
them for their abode ;-



The pipal tree (Ficu8 religir"rt), and mm or 
margosa tree. 

Ta.marind trefl 
Some' natives believe that sleeping under a. tamarind 

tree causes impotence. 
Hysteria, epilepsy, and other disorders are, in 

Malabar, asoribed to posse':lsion by Ilf~VtlS , who can also 
cs.uae cattll:" disBase, accidents, and rnisfortunes of any 
kind. Throwing strlnes on hou<,r'l't, and sE"tting fire to 
the thatclJ, flrt) supposed to be th81f ortlinary reel eationB, 
and the mere mention of ;~ cl'rtain Nambutiri family 
name is enough to drive them away.t In Malabar, when 
epidemICS br~ak out, the human representative of the 
godde!ls, in whose body she manifests herijelf in the 

shape of hysterical hMpiugs, yells, and shouts, goes to 
any hOtlfl e infected, antI, with sword in hand, casts out 
the evil spirit from the pationt, who recovers.t 

An old lirahmau womau, in the Bellary district, 
complained t.o t.he police tha.t a. Surlra. woman living 
in her neighbourhood, and formerly enga~ed by her 
&8 sweeper, had boon throwing stoDes into her h(lURe for 
some nights. The Sudra woman admitOO\l tha.t she 
had done so, because , .. he was advised by a Lingayat 
priest that the "emedy for intermittent fever, from 
which sbe was 8ufftlring, was to throw stones at an old 
woman, and extract some blood from ber body on a. new 
or full moon day. 'l'his suptlrstition seems to be fully 
believed in by the lower classes . 

• It. e.ri!r.IW~tl.iy .. r, lJ1d. AlI~, XXI, I89J. 
t 8. GtrtlM .. NllJ:nbi~, I ud. 'Bnlf'w, 1900. 
t T. Jt.. Gapal Pwkllu, Al...u.. Cbriat.. 0011. __ 1.,1896: 
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A few years ago there wa.s very Bcanty rain in and 
around Hadagalli in the Bellary district. In these parts 
it is the belief of superstltions people that, if lepers are 
buried when they die, rain will not visit that part of the 
country where their rorpses have been deposited. So 
they disinter the bodies, and throw the remains thereof 
iDto the 1.'ullgabadra ri\'er, or burn them. A ma.n, who 
was supposed to be a leper, died. aud was buried. 
Someone dl!Jinterreu l1is skoleton, put it in a b8.tlket, and 
hung it to a tree with a gadand of flow-era round its u"lck. 
The Superintendent of Police, coming acruss it, ordered 
it to be disposed of. 

Many years ago, in the Madras Presidellcy, 8 woman 
was sUl'posed to be possessHd with a devil, and an 
exorcist was consulted, who dAclared that a human 
sacrifice was necessary. A victim was !:I6IeC'tod, and 
made very drunk. H1S hl'ad was cut off, nud the blood, 
mixed with rice, was offered to the Idol. 'rhe body 
was then hack.ed so as to deceive the police, and thrown 
into 8. pond.-

Five persons were charged a few years ago at the 
Coimbatore Sessions with the roUl'der of a young woman. 
The theory put forward by the prosecutioll wa.s that two 
of the accused praetis&il sorcery, and wore under the 
delusion tha.t, if they could obtain the fcetus from the 
uterus of a. woman wh? was carr)'ing her first. child, the, 
would be able to work some wonderful spells with it. 
With this objeot they entered into 8 cORRpiraey with thtJ 
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other three accused to murder a young married woman, 
a.ged. a.bout seventeeu 1 who was Beven months a.dva.nced 
in pregnancy, and brutally murdered her, outting open 
the uterus, removing the fcetus contained therein, and 
stealing hel' jewels. The five a.ccused persons (three mon 
and two women) Wtlr6 all of different castes. Two of 
the men ha.d been jointly practising 80rcery a.nd • devil 
driving' for Bome years. ALd it was proved that, about 
two years before, they had. perform6ll an incantation near 
a. river with some raw beef, doing piija nea.r the wa.ter's 
edge in a state of D~ture. They had also bOOD over~ 

heard talking about goiD~ to a certain man's bouse to 
drive out devlls. Evidence was produced to PI'OVA that 
two of the accused d~camped a.fter the m~rder with a 
8UdplCious huDdle, a. few days before flO eclipse of the 
moon, to 'l'irucbengiirlu, wbere there is a celebrated 
wmpJa. This bundla, it was suggestE:ld, contained the 
uterus, aDd was taken to TiruchengGdu for the purpose 
of performing some cha.l·lDs. When the quarters iu 
which two of the acoused lived were searched, three 
palm-leaf books were found, contaiuing mantrams 
regarding the pili suniyam. a process of inaantation bI 
meanll of which 80I'carar~ ara supposed to be able to kill 
people. H 1.'here caD be little doubt prima jacl.e It the 
reoord st.a.tes, <j that tho fh-st and fourth accused. were 
t..ten into the oonspiracy in order to decoy the deoeaaed. 
The inducement offered to them was most. probably 
immense wealth by the working of charms by the seoond. 
and third acoused with the aid of tho fret..... The 

• 
medical evidence showed that the . dead W'omaa wu 
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pregnaDt, Bnd that, Aofter her throat had been cut. the 
uterus was taken out. 

The Rev. J. Castets informs me tha.t he once saw 
a m&n being initiated into the mysteries of the magician'8 
a.rt. The apparatus includad the. top of the skull of a. 
first-born male child inacribed with Tamil characters. 

The following forms of sorcery in Malabar are 
c1eRcribed by Mr. WalbouB6.· Let 8. sorcerer obtain the 
corpse of 8 maiden, and Oil f\ Sunday night plac~ it at 
the foot of B bb,ita-haontcd tree on an altar, and repeat 
It. hundred timeq Om! Hrnn I Hrom I 0 goddrss of 
Malayiila, who possesses~ U~ in ft. moment I Come I 
Come I The corpse will then be inspired by a demon, 
and ri!!6 up; and, if t.he demon be appeased with flesh 
and arrn.ck., it will answer all queRtions put to it. A 
human bone fl'om a. burial ground, over whjcb powerful 
mantrams havE> been recited, if thrown into nn enemy's 

house, will cause his rllin. 
Concerning sorcery on the west coast the TrsvRTlcore 

Census Commist;ioner, 1901, writes as follows. II The 
forms of sorcery familiar to the people of Mala.bar are 
of three kinds--(l ) kaivisham, or poisoning food hy 
incantations; (2) the empl0yment of Knttichchii.tt.an, 8. 

mysteriously.workiTlg mi~chil.l\OU8 imp; (3) setting up 
spirits to haunt men cnd tb t·ir houses, nnd callse illness 
of all kind8. The most. mischievous imp of Malabar 
demonology ift an &Duoying qllip-lovil1g little spirit, It,; 
black 88 night, Bnd nbout tbe flae of a wc1l.nouriehed 
tweive.y61ll' old boy. Some people 81\'y that they have seen 

• • fpd..bl.. v, 18'16. 
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him vis·lt. vis, having a. forelock. There are Nampiltiris 
in Malabar, to whom these are so many missiles, which 
they may· throw n.t anybody they choose. They are, like 
Shakespeare's Ariel, little active bodies, and most willing 
sla.ves of the master 110ne!' whom they bappen to be 
placed. Their victims suffer from unbearable agony. 
His clothes take fire; bis food turns into ordure; his 
beverages become uriJl(~; stolle3 fall in showElrs on all 
Bides of him, but curiously not one on him j and his 
bed becomes a. literal bod of thorns. B e fetlls, in fact, a. 
lost ma.n . With all tllis annoying mi:;chicf, Kuttich'}h.iittan 
or Boy-Sata.n does no serious harm. He oppresB~s a11d 
hSr8BS6S, but, never i1ljures. A colebrnted Brahmin of 
Changanacheri is said to owu mOI'6 than !!> hundred of 
tbeae Chattans. Household articles and jewelry of valD(l 
ma.y be left in Ute premiRes of t.he homes guarded by 
Chittan, and no thief dares to lay his hand on ,them, 
The invisible sentry keeps diligent wa.tch over his 
master's property, and has unohecked powers of move~ 
ment in any medium. As remulltH'ation fol' all these 
Rervio6s, the Chattan demands nothing but food, but 
that in a. large measure, If Atarvl'd , the Ohi\ttanB would 
Dot he!litate to remind the master of their power, but, 
if ordinarily carflJd for. they would be his most willing 
drudges. A!I a. safeguard a.gainst the infinite power 
secured for the master by Kuttichchattan, it is laid down 
th.a.t malign acts committed through his iU8trumentality 
recoil on the prompter, who dies either childless or after 
frightful physica.l and meutal agony. ' Another method 
of oppressing huma.nity. believed to,be in the pcnrvcl 
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sorcerers, is to make men and women possessed with 
spirits. Here, too. women at'e more su bjACt to their 
evil infiuenc{' than men. Delayed "puberty, perm8Jlsnt 
sterility, and still. births are not uncommon ills of a devil. 
posst:ssro woman. Sometimes th" spirits sought to be 
exorf'ised refuse to leavE" "LhfJ botly of the victim, unless 
the sorcerer promises I hem a hahltation in his own 
compound (gl'oullns). and arranges foJ' daily offerings 
being given. This is agreed to a.s a matwl' of IlD8.void~ 
abl€' lleceflsity, and money and lands are conferred upon 
the malltraV'adi Nawpfitiri to enable him to fulfil his 
promise." If an evil spit'it is not a powerful one, the 
sorcen'r makes it take a vow thflt it willllot trouble any· 
one in the future, and, in return, offenl to it tile blood of 
fowls. a goat,. etc. He then orriars t/he spiriL to climb 8. 

trt'e, a.nd drives tbr,.,£' large iron nails Illto the trunk. 
thereof. As iron is disliked by l'lpi rits, the resnlt if; to 
confine the evil spirit ill the tree, IfIt' it cannot descend 
bf'yond the nails. 

80rne Bhiitas have human mi!';tresses and conoubmes. 
And it is llarratad that It Chetti ill the Madura district 
pl1fchasBtl 8 Malabar damon from a magician for ninety 
rupees. But Ilardly a da,v had 1'1lSS00 before the 
undutiful spirit fell in love with its tltHV owner's wife. 
and suocf'eded in its nefa.rious purpose.-

I! There are," Mr. Govinrla Nambiar writes.t "oertain 
8peoia.1ists among ?bDtravidia (dealers in magical "pells):;, 
who are k.nown as Odiyaos. Conviction is deep-rooted 

• K.. J. WalbouM, ]114. Ar t" V. 18'16. 
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that they have the power of destroying whenever they 
please. and that., by mea.ns of a powerful bewitching 
matter caJ.led pilJa.-thilnm (oil extrncted from the body of 
an infant), they are enabled to tra.nsform themselves 
into any shape or form, or even to vanish into air. 
as their fancy ma.y suggest. When ft,n Odiyan is hired to 
oause thfJ death of a man, he waits during the night time 
at tbe gate of his intended vic rim's house, usually in the 
form of a bullock. If, however, t.he person is inside t,ht'l 
bonse, the Odiyan as~umes the sha.pe of a cat, enters the 
house, and induces him to come out. He is subsequently 
knocked down, and strangled. The Odiyan is also cr~dited 
with thf' power, by means of certain medicinoo, of 
inducing sleeping I\t'rsons to open the door&. and come 
out of their houses tJ.k somnambulists do. Pregnant 
women a.re sometimes induced to corne out of their houses 
in this way. and they are murdered, and the fretus 
extraoted from them. Murder of hoth seX't'S by Odiya.os 
was a crime of frequent occurrence before the British 
oooupation of the country." 

Concerning odi cult Mr. Anantha Krishna Iyer wl'ites 
as follow~, · II The disciple is taught how to procure 
pilla. thilam (footus oil) from t he Bix or se\'en months fmtu8 
of a. young woma.n in hel' firRt pregnancy. He (the 
Paraiyan magician) sets out at midnight trom his hut to 
the house of the woman he has selected, round which 
he Wlllks several times, shaking a COCOStnut containing 
glU'usi (8 compound of wnter. lime a.nd turmerio), and 



wuttering some mautruru to invoke the aid of his deity. 
He also draws B yantram au tbL!sa.rth, taking sptciHloanJ 
to observe the omens a.s be sturts. Should they be 
unfavourable, lio puts it oft for another favourable 
opportunity. By the pou·ncy of hi 'S cult, the wuman is 
made to oomtf out. Even if the door of the room in 
which sh"l might sleep be uuder lock and key, she 
would knock hor heau against it, Utltil she found her 
-way out. She thus COlOl'S Qut, and yields berr:.alf to 
the influence of the Paraiyan magtcIan, who leads her 
to 8 retired spot eitber in the compound (gl'ounds ). or 
elsewhere in tho neighbourhood, strips her naked, and 
asks her to he fiaL. She dot'S 80, anll the chora kindi 
(goUl.·d: Lf1gtfta1ta) H. }-I1a.ced close t~ the uterus. The 
womb eXp&Dds, and tho roc-til'S comes out in a moment. 
A few leaves of some plant a.rt' upplied, and the womlt 
oontra.ets. Sometimeg the womb is fined \\ ith rubbish, 
and the woman Instantly diet.. Oare is taken that the 
frotus does not touch the ground, lest the purpose be 
defeated. and tLo efficacy of the medicme completely lotto 
It is cut to pieces. dried. and afterwards I:xposed to the 
Bmoke above a fireMp)ace. It is t hen placed in a ve8fS81 
providPd with a. hole or two, oolow which there is another 
ve888l. The two together "re placed in a larger veseeJ 
6IlOO. with water, and healOO by • brIght fire. The boIoI 
must be so inlenseo as to a.ffect the fcetus. from wAjaJI 
a kind of liquid drops down, and collects in the 1800~ 
..... 1 in &!l hour and-a-hall. He (the magician) ~ 
takea 8. huma.n skull, and reduces It to a fine powder:. 
Tbi. is mixed with • portion of the l;'iuid. A m.n ia 
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made on the for'ehead with this mixture, and -the oil 
is rubbed on certain parts of the body, and he drinks 
a mea.sure, of cow-dung water. He then uh in'k.s th.'1l he 
can assump the figure of allY animal be hkos, and success­
fully achieves his object in view J w bicb il'\ generally to 
mllrder or maim fL per~on . 

.. A magic oil, cal] E"d a.ngola thilum, is E"xtl'a.cted from 
the a.ngola t,reo ( A..IUlIgtum " 'lIw,r('ltii), wh ich bears a very 
large nlHuber of fruits. One of those is believed to be 
oapable of descending 8ml retu rning to Its position OD 

dark nights. Its posseqsion call be attained by demons, 
or by an expert watching at the foat of the treE'. When 
it has been secured, the extl'actioll uf the oil involvos 
the same overat,iollS as thostl for extracting the pilla 
thiluru, and they mu st bf' cn.tTied oo.t wit.hin seven hoUi s. 
The (odi) cult. was practist·d by tho Pal'ayas some twenty 
years ago to a very largo ~:<tent. in the rural parts of the 
northern diVision of the (Doehin) Htate, and in the taluks 
of Palghat and Valllvaniid, and Aven now it, has not quite 
died out. Cases of f>xtraet.ing the fcetus, and of putting 
persons to death by odi are not now heard of owing to 
the fear of Government officia.ls, lanJ lord8, aDd others. 
The records of oriminal courts Attest the power and 
prevalence of this persuasion among the more intelligent 
and higher classes." 

In a case which was tried at th~ Ma.la.bar Sessions a. 
few years ago, sevel'8.1 witnesses for the prosecution 
deposed that a oertain individual was killed. by the 
prooess known .as odi. One man gave the followin, 
1I000u.nt of the process. Shoot the victim in the nape . 
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of the neck with a blunt arrow, Rnd bring him down. 
Procood to beat Lim systematically ull over tlle body 
witb two sticks (resembling a polict-'mfln's truncheon. 
a.nd called odiv:lddi), luying him 011 his ba.ck, and applying 
tbe sticks to his (:h~st "nd up and rJO\ .... n the l'Iidf'8, 

breaking an the rib~ and hones. Then rai>l6 the person, 
and kick his siees. After thifl, force him to take an oath, 
that he will nover divulge the names of Lis torturer::!. 
All the witnesses agreed R.bout the blunt arrow, and Rome 
bore te~timony to the sticks. 

]01&29 BCVfll'llluativas of Malahar were charged with 
having proceeded. in company with a Parfliyal1. to (be 
bouse of a pregmiDt. womall, who wus beaten alld otber~ 
Wise ill-treat.ed, and witil having tnken the fcetus out 
of ,he\' uterus, al1d introducPrl in lieu thf>reof the skin 
of a calf and 8.11 earthen pot. Tilt, pri:;oners cfJnfessed 
be/OJ'O the police, but were acquitted JDaiDly aD the grollud 
tha.t the eartllt'D vot was of a size which rendered it 
impossible t.o credit its introduction during life. 

III 1834 the iuhabitallts of several villages in Malabar 
attacktlu a villa.ge of Pal'alya1'l on the al1egcd ground that 
deaths of Vt"oVle and ~attlf', and the protraclf!d labour of 
a woman in child-bed. had been ca.used by the prst'ltice of 
80f'Cery by the Paraiya.!!. Th,'y were beaten inhumanely, 
with their hands tied behind their backs, 80 tha.t 86veral 
died. The villagers were driven, bound, into & river, 
immersed under wa.ter so afi nearly to produce suffoca.tion, 
and their own children wpre forced to rub Rand into their 
wounds. 'l'heir set.tlemsIl t was then fazed 10 the ground. 
and they were dri,en into banisbment. Some Pani~ 



318 

of Malabar are believed to be gifted with the powtu" of 
changi.ng themselves into animflls; and there it! a belief 
that, if they wish to secure a woman whom t.hey lust after. 
c:ne of th~ men, gifted with the speciaJ power, goes to 
the bouse at night with Ii hanow bambno, and enciroles 
the house three times. The woman then comes out, and 
the man, changing himself iuto a bun or gog. work., bis 
wicked wilL The woman, it is believed, dies in the 
conrse of two or three days. Years ago it was not 
unusual for peoplo to comB long distances for the purpose 
of 8ng<l.giug Paniyans to holp them in cal'l'ying ont some 
more tha.n usually despera~ rubbery or murder. The 
mode of procedure, in engagewents of this iort. is 
evidenced by two casus, which hail in th~m & strong 
element of savagery. On both these occasions the tha.~ed 
homesteads wore surrounded at dead of night by " gang 
of Paniya.ns carrying la.rge bundles of riC'.e-stra.w. After 
carefully piling up the straw on All sides of the building 
marked for destruction, torches were applied, aud those 
of the unfortuna.te inmates who atlempted to escape 
were knocked on the head with clubs, and thru~t into the 
fiery furnace. In 1904 Rome Pa.niya.ns wers employed 
by a Mippilla to murdN bis mistress, who was pregnant, 
and threatE'n~d tha.t she would n('lise abroad bis responsi­
bilityfor her condition. He brooded over the matter, and 
one day. mooting lI. Paniyan, promi@ed him ten rupees if 
he 'Would kill the woma.n. The Paniyan H.greed to commit 
the crime, o.n.d went \'I'ith his brothers to a. pla.oe on 8 ht1l, 
where the Mippilla and the woman were in the 1mbit of 
gr-atifying thoir passions. Thither the l!l&U and ,,~~ 
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followed the Pauiyaos, of whom (.toe ran out, and struck 
his victim on the haad with a chopper. She was then 
gagged with 8. cloth by Doe of the PaniYa.D.8, carried some 
distance, and killed. Two PaniyaDs a.nd the Ma.ppil" 
were sentenced to be banged. 

As bearing on the subject of enchantment and spellR, 
Mr. Logan records· tllB.t " the family of famous Kidir 
trackers, whose services were retained for' His Royal. 
Highness the Prince of Wales' (now King Edward) pro· 
jooted shooting toor in the Anamalai mountains, dropped 
oft' most mysteriouRly. one by one, stricken down by an 
unseen hand. a.nd nIl of them expres8ing their conviction 
beforehand that they were under a certain individual's 
spell, aud w(ue doomed to certain death at an early date. 
They were probably POiSODtld, but how it WM managed 
remains a mystery. a.lthough the family Wtlf' uude!' the 
protection of R Kuropean gentleman, who would haw, at 
once brought to light any ostensible fonl play/' 

The j'angJe Knrumbas of the Nilgiris are believed to 
be D(>cromancers, and in league with the u6vil. The 
Kurumba is resorted to by the Badagas when they till 
the land, and sow the seed. Oth{'rwise the ha.rvest will 
Dot be prosperous. The KurumbR., therefof(" turns the 
first sod, sows the first handful of 8e6dJ and rea.ps the fir&t 
sh~f of·grain, n.fl.Ar invoking the god or evil spirit. 
The '11001\ or Badaga. requireR the services of ~ 
Knromba when he Ia.nc;es thFlt any member of his h01l8eoo 
hold is posaeBSed of the devil, and when he wants to 
remove the nil eye, to whiob he fancies tha.t-his ohildren 



have been sOobjeoted. The Kururnba. does his best to 
remove the me.lady by repea.ting va.rious TUa.ntrams. If 
he fails, IlDd if any suspicion is fl.roused in the mind of 
the Tada or Badaga that he is allowing the devil to play 
his pranks instead of loosing his hold on the supposed 
victim, woe betide him. The wrath of the entire village, 
or even the whole tribe, is raised nga.i.ust the unhappy 
Kurumba., His hut is surrounded at night, and the 
ent ire household ruas'!acred in l'old blood, and their huts 
set ou fire. This is "ery cleverly carriod out, a.nd thi 
isolated position of the Kurumba settlements allows of 
Tery little cine tor ident,i6caLioIl . J n 1835 no Itlss than 
fifty.eight KlIrtlll1ba~ wel'e thus murdered, and n. smaller 
number in ] !i7 5 all'] 188 ~. In 1891 the five inmatoB of 
8. singh! hut WE're murdered, and their but, burnt to 
ashes, because, it, was said, one of them who had been 
treating n. sick Badagn child hiled to cure it. The crime 
was traced to some Kotas in cnnjunetion wil b llariagas, 
but the District Judge disbelieved the {'vidence, and an 
who were charged were acquitted . Some yeare a.go a 
Tods was found dead, in R. sitt.jog post.ure, on the top of 
a. hill near Ii Radaga villa.ge, to which a pttrty of Todas 
had gone to collect tribute. Tbe hody WPS burnt, and 
a report then made to the poliCll that the man had beeD 
murdered. On enquiry it was a'!oertainl!d that lhe dead 
man was supposed to ha.vE' bewitched a little lladaga 
girl, who djpd in cOMequence and the presumption was 
that h~ had been murdt'red b.v the Bailaga.s out of spite. 

In Myaore, if there is a. dispute M to the villaee 
boundaries, the Holeys Kuluvldi is believed to be ~ 
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only person competent to take the oa.th 8.8 to how the 
boundary ought to run. The old custom for settling 
such disputes is thus described by Mr. J. S. F. 
Mackenzie.* "The KuluvadiJ carrying on his head a 
baJJ made of the village earth, in the centre of which is 
placed some water, passP'! along the boundary It he has 
k~pt the proper line, every thing gaps well; but, should 
h~, by accident evell, go beyond his own proper boundary. 
than the ball of earth, of its own accord. goo" to pieces. 
1'hA Kuluvadi iR said to die within fifwen da.ys. H.nd bi8 
hous6 becomes a ruin. Such is the popular belief." 

A few Y(Jars ago, Mr. H. D. Taylor WaS called on to 

settle Ii. boundary dispute betwt'en two villages in Jeypore 
under the following circumst,ances. As the result of 
e. panchayat (council), tho rueD of one villagtl had agreed 
to accept the boundary claimed by the other party if the 
head of their village walked t'ound the boundary and oat 
earth at interval"", provuled t,hat no harm camp to him 
within six months. The man aocordingly perambulated 
the boundary eating earth , and a conditiolJal order of 
possesBion was given. Sholtl), afterwards the mau's 
ca.ttle died, one of his children died of 8ma.1I~poy, aud 
finally he himself died within three ruonths. The other 
party then claimed the land OIl the ground that the eArth 
goddess had proved him to have perjured himself. It 
WitS urged, itt defence. tllat the ma.n had beon made to 
eat 8Brth at sucb frequent intervals that he contracted 
dysentery, and died from the effects of earth eating. 

-III"' , ADt., II. 1878. 

<l 



The name Chedipe (a prostitute) is applied to Bor­
ceresstJt among .varia,us claSses in the Godavari district. 
The Ch9d.ipe;' b:elleved.to ride on 8 tigel' at night over 
the DoundarioB of ~even 'villages, sud return home &t 

~. . 
~ morn. 'Yh.~l ,,~~oes not lik~ f\ man, she goeR to 
him: bllo're-bodied a t dead of night, the closed doors of 
the house ip- which he is Rleeping openin!{ before her. 
She sucks 1118 blood by llut,ting hi~ toe in her mouth. 
Be will then lie motionless and insensible like a. corpse. 
Ne1t morning be feeh i1nt:la.~y Rnd intoxicated, as If he­
had taken gaoja. (Cannabis sat; Q(1). and remains in that 
condition all day. li he docs not take medicin£' from 
on~ skilled in treating such oaSes, he will die. If he is 
properly treatod, hI} will be a~ weH as ever in abour teD 

dayl' . ~ If ho makes DO effort to get cured, thp Chpdipe 
will molest him I:I.gain and again, find, becoming 
gradually emaciated, he will di n. When a Chedipe enters 
B house, alJ lhose who are awake will become insensible, 
those who are sea.ted fa.llin g down as if they had taken a 
soporific drug. Sometimes she drags out the t.ongue of 
tb6 intenrled victim, who Will dio at once. At other times 
slight abrasions will hI' foulld on the skin of the intended 
victim, and, when the Chedipe puts pieces of stick thereon, 
they hurn as if burnt by 61 e. Sometimes ahe will hide 
behind a bllRh, and, undressing there, fall on any passer~ 
by in the jungle, a.'~immin.g the form of a tiger with ont1 
of tho four legs in human form. WhE'D thus disguitted, 
she is called Mlllulnpuli (enchanting tiger). If the man 
is a brave fellow, and endeavours to kill the Chedipe 
with &11y instl"l!menta he may have with him, abe willl'Wl 



---- - -- --------~~ 

away, and, if 1\ lUau beJong~g to l)et villagu d~~ct~ het 
mischief, sho will assume her real fOl'm, and answeJ:.mildly 

th'1t she is only digging roots. The' abQve stQry was 
obtained by a U!f.tiV8 revenue official, when he visited. a 
Kays village, where be was lela: that .& mlln had bEn 
sentenced to 8p.vera! years' irrlprisODl.llellt far. being one "of 
a. gang who had mllcdered a Ohedipe for ~iug,a. sorceress. 

rn the Vizagapatam district" wh~re a. villa.ge was 
supposed to contain a witch, the Dfl.sari was called npoll 
to examine his books, and name the person. He fixed 
on some wretched woman, whose front teeth were imme­
diately knocked out, and her month filled with filth. 
She was then beaten with sticks. If she cried out, she 
was no. witch . The Duly stick that would make a witch 
cry out was the jorra or castor.oil plant switchl The 
people believe that a witch, when she wiMhos to revenge 
herself on anyone. climbs at, night to the top of his house, 
and, making a. hole through the roof, drops a thread 
down till tho end of it touches th{~ hody of the sleeping 
m~D. Then she sucks a.t. the other end. and dra.ws up 
all the blood out of his body. Witches are said to be 
able to remove all the bones out of 8. ma.n's body, or to 
deposit Ii fish, ball of hair. or rags io his stomach. The 
town of Jeypore 'tVas sR.id to bt" ha.unted by a ghost. It. 
was described as a woman, who paraded the town at. 
midnight in a state of nudity, and from her mouth pro­
ceeded flam .. of fire. She , ucked the blood of any Iooee 
cattle she found abouli. 8Jld. in the same way. revenged 
herself on aDy man who had insulted her.-
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lo ] 904, 8 case illustrating the prevailing belief 

in witchcraft occurred in tht' Vizagapa.t.am bill tracts. 
The youngest of three brothers dit)(} of fever. and, 
when the body waa cronrat.ed, the fire failed La couume 
the upper portion. Tho brothers concluded that 
dea.th must have been caused by tlu: wit.chcra.ft of a. 
certain Kholld They accordingly at.tacked the lattl'r, 
a.nd killed him . • A£ter dea.th the brothers cut the 
body in half, and dragged dm upvcr half of it to thf!ir 
own villa.ge, whore tJlt~y attRlIlptPd to llail it up on the 
ljpot where their docl'ascll brother's bouy faill:d tc. burn. 
The accusorl Wf>ro nrrast.cd OIl the Rpot, with the 
fragment of r,ho Khond'lj corpsl~ . They W~'Te senU:llccd 
to death, a.nd the sentence was confirmed by tue 
High Court,-

Of sorcery among tha Oriyas, .Mr. S. P. Rico tells 
us t that 8. girl was suffering from mental diseasf', and 
believed to be possessed of Ii. devil. Sbe decla.red that 
she was bewitched by 8. certain man, who had to be 
oured of his power over her. Accordingly, the friends 
and rolatives of the girl went to this mAll's house, 
dragged him out into the road, 18.i<1 him on his be.ck., 
and sat on llis chest. They ti,en proceeded to extra.ct 
biB two front teeth with a hammer and pincers. u It 
does not appear how the cure was to work-whether the 
operat.ora thought that the words of cursjng or magio, 
coming tbrough the orifice of the teeth, would be 
mumbled, and thus iose 80me of their incisive iol'C6, 

II Palil)<I! a.,ort, 19Gf,. 

t Qio.u.a,.Ii.O'. OR }f"hll BIlu.b IIlI!Wi Lif., 19(11. 
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and therefore of their power f 0 1" evil, or whether it was 
thoug)1t that the devil wanted room to fly out." In the 
Kistua. district n. Mala Wf~a.VCI· was suspecteu of practising 
sorceq by destroying 1U811 with d8'Vils, and hringing 
cholera and other diseases. He was met by oertain 
villagers, and asked for tobacco. \Ybilo he stopped to get 
the tobacco out, he was suddenly se ized and thrown On 

t.he ground. His hands were t illd behind bis bnck, and 
his legs bound fast, with his waist. cloth. One mall Rat 

on his lege, another on his wai~ t .• and a third held his 
bend dowu by thF! top· knot . HiR luouth was forced optm 
with a pail' of large pincers. ",od n piece of stick was 
thrust between the teeth to provent the mout.h d osing. 
Une vf the assistants got a stone as big as Ii mltn '~ fist, 
and with it struck the sorcerer's upper and lower teeth 
several times until they were 1ootiened. Then nine teeth 
were pulled out with the pincers. A '1u8.o tiJy 01 IUIJk. 
hedge (BuphorMa) juice was poured on the bleeding 
gllms, and the unfortunatl' man was left lying on his 
back, to freA himself from his bonds as best he could .• 
In North Areot, a. few years ago, a. man was belis'Ved to 
have great power over allimals, of which he openl}' 
boasted, threatenin2" to dC'Itroy all tb~ cattle of oue of 
his neighbours. This man and his friends behtlved that 
thtiY could deprive the 80rcerer of his power for evil by 
drawing aU his teetb, which they proceeded to do with 
fatal resulta. 

At a village DeRr Berhampilr in Ganjam, Mr. Rice 
teUa us, t a. number of villa.gers went out together . 

• H. J. 8"*-. Iud. "at .. l', 1876. • t 0,.. eM. 



.I:ly.and-bye. according to a preconcerted plan, one of 
the party suggepted 8. drink. The intended victim was 
drugged, and taken ~long to the statue of tlie godrless, 
or shrine containing -what did duty for the statue. He 
was then thrown down with his face on the ground in 
Jin a~titudp sllggesting supplicatiun, and, while he was 
still in a sta.tt" of stupor. his head was chopped off with 
an axe. 

10 the Koraput taluk, Vizagapatam. a wizard bad a 
Tf'Iputation for pOS8eRsmg thl::l llower to t,ransplaDt, trees, 
and it was believed that, if a man displeased him, h,s trees 
'Were moved in the night, and planted in someone elsc's 
grounds. 

In the Godavari district n. sorcerer known as the 
ejjugadu ~male physician) is believf'd. out of spite or for 
payment, to killunotbf' r by invoking the gods. He goes 
to a gr~ y-ec, and there sprellds muggn or chuDsm 
(lime) powder, and plu.cf:l~ an effigy of the intended victim 

• thereon. He also places a bow Qud a bamboo arrow there, 
\od recites certa.in spells, and calls on tbe gods. The 
vietim is sBid to die in a couple of days. Bu.t, if he 
undel'st¥ds..th8.t the ~jjuga.du has thus iQ~oked the goda, 
~ may inform another ejjl1gsdu, who will carry out 
&i.milar opera.tions under Jlnoth~r tree. His bow and 
~~ will go .to those of the first ejjugadu, and the two 
bows and Itrr&.rs will fight 80S long as the spen P6ID&i.ns. 

The man ..en then be safe. The SE'COud ejjugadll 
.paD give the name of the first, though he·has never 
knOWD him . . 

W~ting concerning the Ye'rU~a.I~ Mr. F&wa.U aayB 
_ the warlool< ~tJIf oossesoed .... bv nillli.t to tiMI 



outskirts of the village, and makes a. figure on the 
ground with powdered rice, powders of vuriou8 c~loura, 
BDd powdered charcoal. Ba.lls of the powders, half 
cocoanut shells, betel, four-anna pieces. and oil lamps 
are placeO 00 the hauds, legs and abdomen. A litUe 
heap 'bfboiled rice is plact-d near the feet, and curds and 
vegetables are set on tho LOp of it, with limes placed here 
a.nd there. The aubjee ~ of the incantation Rits near the 
head, while t.he magicia.n mutters rnantrams. A. he.goat 
is t}len sacrificed. Its ]lead is placed uear the {(,tit of the 
figure, aud be~oin and camphor are wavod. A little 
grain is scattered a.bout the figure, to appea.se the evil 
spirits Some arrack is poured iuto a cup, which i~ place1! 
on thtl body of the figure, anti the bottle whioh'dDntMned 

it is left at the head. Tho limes are cut in two. and 
two cocoanuts are broken. The vatient thAD walks by 
tht> left side of the figure to its legs, ta&er; ORe step 
to the ri«ht towards the head and ODe swp to the. left' 
towaros the feet, and walks straight bome withou~ 
looking back.· 

In Ii. Seld olltside a village in South Cana.r8., litr. 
Walhouse notioed a. large square marked in li¥eR with 
whitewash on the ground, with magic s~boIs ip th1 
corners and t.he outline of a IHlman figure ru~ely dra.wD 
in the middle. Flowers and boiled rice had been 1&i4 
on lea.ves 1'00000d the figure. Hp. was informefl that a. houtte 
was t~ be built on the site marked out. hd the figure 
was intended to represent the earth-spirit supposed to be 
dw~lling in the ground. Without this . C<!NlInony beilli ... 
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~rformed before the ear th had been dugup, it was believed 
there would be no luck about the house.· 

Tho following farm of sorcery used, in Malabar, in 
compassing the discomfitnre of enemies, is re('ol'ded by 
Mr. \Valhousc.t 'Make an image of wax in the form of 
your enemy; take it in your right hand at night, and 
hold YOllr chain of heads ill your left hnnd. Then burn 

the image with duo rites , and it shall sla.y YOllr enemy in a 
fortnight. Or a fig'u ro rep"escIlLing an enemy, with his 
na.me and d.o.te of his birth insCI'ibed 011 it, is caned out 
of St1'!IChnol/ Nnx-v(}lnha wood. A mantram is reci~, a 
fowl offered up, and the figul'o buried in glowing rice­
husk embers. Or, a.gaill} so rnu earth from a apot whem 
an enemy ha~ urilluterl, saliva. expectorated by him, alld 

a small tuft. of hail', al'e placed inside a tender cO'coaulit, 
and enolosed in a piece o( St'ry('!t,nQs Nltz-willd/!a. T he 
cocoanut is pierced with twonty-one nai1.8 and bUl·ied, and a. 
fowl Ba.e l'i 6c~d. I n 1903 a life-sizo nuda female human 
figm'e (plate XIX) with feet, e ~'ol,ted {t.ud dimcted back­
wards. carved out of the wood of A7~toni(l, sc1wlU1'is, was 
waahed ashore at Caticut. Loug nails had beeu dl'iv('.ll in 
all over tlhe ead , body and limbs, lind a la.rge square bole 
cut out, above the navel In SC1'iptions in Arabic charac­
ters W('re scrawled over it. BY!l coincidence the corpse 
of a man was washed ashore close to tbo fignre. 1& 
probably rep"esented tho figlll'e of a womall who wa,a pos­
sessed by an evil Spi"it, which was nailed to -it before it 
was cast iot,o the sea, Ilnd \VWI made au th" Lacca r1i ve 

• Iud. Ant... X, 1881. 
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Sorcery Figure. 




