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islands. some of the residents on which are famoUl~ lL8 
necromancers. In obstinate cases of possession by a.n 
evil spi rit, the only remedy is t,o bind the spirit by 
shutting it up in a jar. and throw it in to the Se6. The 
Kodangalliir (cook-feMt) Bhaga.vu.thi was rC!scued from 
the sea. by a. fi sherman. It wa.s shut up;n n jar, and . 
thrown into the sea by a great magicin.n. 1'he story is 
repeated in the Arabian N ighti'! , '\'he Rpirit of a deooo.sed 
Brahman (man a I' woma.n) is t,be most difficul t of all to 
propitiate. A timber merchant at Calicut SOIDe time ago 
spent more than a thousand rupees for this purpoau. 
He hOO built a new honse, and on the morning after the 
l..-utti pilja (house-warming) cOl'emony h ig wife a.nd 
children werE> coming to occupy it, Just. as thtlyentered 
the grounds, a cow ran against, ono of tho childJ'en, f\.lld 

knocked it down. Tilig augured evil, and. in a few days, 
the child ws.s attncked with smnn-pos. One cllilll after 
another caught tbe di sease, aud flt last the mnn's wife also 
got it. They all recovered, bllt the wife was laid up with 
some uterine diRords l·. The astrologers said that the 
jIouse was once a Brnhmal1's, whose spiloi t. still hauoted it. 
It had been distiurbed, I\od mll!!t be propitiated. V cry 
expensive ool'cmorues were pedol'med by Brahmans for 
a. for-wight. ThlJ hOl1se was ~old to the Brfihmau priest 
[or a Dominni price. An image of the (leceasod Brahman 
was made of gold. and. a.fter the pUlification ceremonies. 
taken to Rii.mes \·a.ramJ where I\rrangements wera mnde 
to have dnily worshIp performed to it, l 'he house, ill 
its purified state, was sold back by the Bra.hman 'Priest. 
The woman was tJlken to the maternity hospital The 
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astrologer had predicted tha.t the displeaeure of the spirit 
,,"oold be exhibitRd on the wa.y by the brea.kiug of dishes 
and by furniture ca.tching fire-a very strauge prenictioD, 
because the bed on whicb the woman was lying in the 
train caught fire by a. spark from the engine. After 
the spirit bad heen thus propit iated, tl10re was peace in 
the house. 

The na.t.ive ~erva.nt of B. friend of mioo iD Madras 
found buried in a corner of his master's ga;rden the image 
of a human figlli'o, whioh ha.d been deposit"d there by an 
enemy who wished to injuro him. 'rhe figure was madA 
of flour mixed with" wa.l.klll g foot earth," i.I'. , earth from 
ground which tbn sal'vant had walked ovor . NAih~. four. 
teen in number. had been driven into the head, neok, and 
each shoulder, elbow, \Y l'iat, hip, knoe, a.nd a.nkle. ADd 
bltried wiih the figure were four teen eggs, limes, and 
bans of camphor, and a scrap of papor bearing the a.ge of 
the servant, and the nameR of hi s father and mother. A 
Muba.mmadau fortune-wHer advided the servant to bur.a'" 
the effigy. 80 at midnight he ma.de au offering of a sheep, 
camphor, betel-nut!!, and cocoanuts, a.nd performed the 
oJ(llDa.tion ceremony. 

In t\ r ecent ..Dote,· it ig ",tar ted that curious phe­
nomena. take plaOf! in connect.ion ,WitJl persons who are 
possessed. II 'l' he vilJtim soddenly takes fire j )amps a.re 
as suddenly extiDguislled in his presence, even when there 
is not the slightest breath of air stirring. Stones are 
hurled a.t him by unseen a.genoi~, and na.useatin~ 

lub8ta.nces foul his food when Le is at meals. For houn 
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on end he lies 8trt~tched 011 t.ho ground to all appearances 
dead, or madly whirls rOllnd and round in n. frightful 
manner . After the fit pa~se8 a.way, thtl worn-out victim 
ea.ts a.n incredibly large qua.n ti t,y of food. If the viotim 
is a women, her children die of st.range disease8, and 
frequent abortionR take pl(l.('.e. Hhould- the spirit of a. 
learned Brii.hmnn who has committorl suicide, or come to 
ot,her untimely end, enter eVCH th~ most jl1iwratc person. 
the possessed one chan ts Vcelie hynmR. and incantations 
with a.n enunciatIOn t.hat a G hanapathi might, envy. 
The counter-a,r t of devil driv ing offer ):! a fairly profitahht 
living to a largo class of people. The spirit itst'lf not 
infrequently gives informntion through the victim as to 
itiJ identity, and stipllhttE's to V8(',at e possession , if & 

sacrifice of I~ specified num'lltlr of sh~p or fowls is madA 
to it. Sometimes i t ash for other lodr-iugs, as in tbe 
New Testament J:;tory, and the flxorcis6T, taktng it at 
its word, drives a nail into the nl~aro~t tree, and adjures 
it; to live t,hereon like an honel'tt dcvil. 'fhe Linge.dal'S of 
the Kistna district have made B. speciality of bottling the 
spirit, litera.lly, within a very narrow compass, the bottle. 
being cast awa.y in a. plflce whure no one can come as)BS 
tAem, and libera.te the imprisooed devil ~. Ooe favourite 
tantra of the South Indil\Il oorcerer consists of what is 
popularly &'llown in Tamil as e. pavai, that is to say, & 

doll made of some plastic sabstanc6, sooh as clay or 
"hea.t Rour. A cr(;de representation of the intended.. 
victim is obtained by mouldmg e. quantity of this 
IIl&terial, and a nail or pin driven into it at 8. spot oorre. 
spoDding to tbe limb or organ that is intended to be 
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nffected. For instance, if there is to be paralysis of the 
right arm, the pin is stuck into the right arm of the 
image} if madness is to result. it is driven into the head, 
and so 00, appropriate mantra.s being chanted over the 
imnge. which is buried at midnigllt, in a Deighbouring 
crem&tion ground. So long 1\8 the pavai is undflrground, 
the victim will grow from bad to worse, and may finally 
succumb to the disease, if steps are not tak£!u in time. 
Sometin6s, instel\d of a doll being USQd, the corpse of a. 
child 1ioenlly buriad i9 dug ont from the ground, and 
~Qflitiftedfl&f~r. being similarly treated. The only 
remedy con~t's in another sorcertir bping called in for 
th£! purpose of digging out tbl' pavlIi. Varioua arA the 
methoUs he adopts for discovering the place wherf'! the 
doH is buried, one of t.hem being very similar to what 1s 
known as cry~lal-gazing. A small quantity of a specially 
prepared rhick black fluid or ointment is placed on the 
palm of & third person, and the magician professes to 
find out every circumstance cODnect~d with the case of 
his client's mental or physical affliction by attentively 
lookiog at it. Thp place of the doll's buri&! is spotted 
with remarkable precision, the nail extracted., and the 
patient is restored to his normal condition as by a. 
miraole." . 

III Malabar, .a wooden figure or im&g'e is sometimes 
made, and a tuft of a woman's hair tied on ita head. It 
is fixed to a. tree, a.nd nail!'! are dri'ien int.o the neok tmd 
breast to inflict hurt on an enemy. The following form of 
eoroery is resorted to in Malabar. * A mantcam is writ_ 



on the stem of the kaitha plant, ou which is 81so drawn 
8. figure representing the person to be injUl-ed. .A hole 
is bored to represent the navt:l. The man tram is repeated, 
and at each repet,ition a certain thorn (kifamullu) 
is stuck iuto the limbs of the figure. The name of 
the pel'son, and of the star nnder which he was born, 
f1,n~ written 011 a piece uf cadjall, which is stuck into 
the navt'l . The thornR are removed, and replaced 
twentr one times. Two magic circles are, drawn .£elow 
the Dlpple9 of the figure. The stom 18 theAang 
up in tht) smoke of the kitchen, A pot~f~,.. ': 
some other accessories are procured, and \\.~ them the 
warlock performs oort,ain rites. He then moves three 
steps back wards, shouts aloud t,hrice. fixing in the thor!l8 
again. and thinking all the whilo of the particular mischief 
with which he will afflict the person to beinjurM. When 
,,11 this has been done, the person whose figure hn8 ooen 
dra.wn un the StelD) and pricked with thOM1S, feele pain 
as if he was being pl·joked. By tht'! Thanda Pulayans 
of the west COELSt a ceremony called nrasikotukkuka ia 
performed with the object of getting rid of a devil. with 
whioh a person is possessed. At a pla.ce far distant 
from the hut, a. leaf, on whit}h the blood of a fowl bas 
been made to lali, is spread on ti,e ground. On a smaller 
leaf, ehUDBm and turmeric are placed. The person 
w bo 6.rst sets eyes on the!;8 becomE'S possessed of the 
devil, and sets frea the individua.l, who was previously 
under ita iniluenoe. 'l'bf' rrlumna Pulayans also pra.oti.ce 
muanakriyas, or saorifices to demone, to belp ihum in 
bringing "about the death of aD enemy. Sometimea 



affliction is supposed to be brought. about. by the eumity of 
t.hose who havu got incanta.tions written on a palm~lear, 
and burieu in the grollnd near fI. house by the side of ,. ' 
wall. A so rcerer l>l called ill to counteract the evil ch,ann) , 
which he digs "p. a.nd destroys. ' "When," !vir. Goviuda 
Nambiar writcs,t ,( a village docLol' atte1,lding a. sick 

person finds that 1,he malady is unkuown to him, or wiH 
Hot yield to hi s remedies, hI' calls in the 'astrologtll'J 
and subsequently a.n oxoruis L, to expel tlll~ demon or 
demons which have pos'iesscd tho aiuk man. If the 
devils will not, yield to ordil.l,ary remedies administered 
by his disciples. the mantravadi himself comes, and a 
devil danco il:l appoilltf'd to be hf'ld on n 06rtain day. 
/}'here8t v:\riolls figurp8 of mystic de.vicc arc traced on 
th.I g,.ound, aud in their Illidst a. hugo aud f,ightful 
form ropresentillg tlw demon. Sometimes an effigy is 
cOll8tructed ont of cooketl and coloured rico. The patient 
is seated oen,' the bead of the fi gure, and opposik' her 
eits the magician adorn (,!l with bunules of sticks tied over 
the joints of his borly, tails and skins of animals, eW.­
Verses Il.re chanted, and sometimes cock!; are sacrificed, 
and tho blood is sprinkled on the demon's eftigy, Amidst 
the beating of drums find blowio~ (If pipes t.he magician 
enters upon his diabolical dance, and, in the midst of his 
paroxysm, may (lven bite live cooks, and suck with 
ferocity the hot blood." 

Some time ago an old woman, hearing that her unly 
son was lying dangerously ill, Bought tha aid of a 

• L. K. An_til. K,i,hua Ai,e,. HOMg .. pb Eth. SIl!""',", OochiQ., 
f IDdilUl RaTie ... , 1900. 
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magieian, who-proceeded to ott,er ma.ntrams, to counteract 
the e'Vil intlnenoos which were at work. While this W88 

being done, an flCcomplice of the m8bricia.n turned up, and, 
declaring that he was a policemMl. threatened to charge 
the two with sorcery if they did not pay a certain ~um of 
money. The old woman paid up, but di!:lcovt!I'sd la.ter 011 

that she had. been hoaxed. 
't'h,e two following quaiut beliefs a.re recorded by 

Mr. Gopal Panikkar.· (1) In the rcgion~ above the earth 
are supposed to exiat huge monsters, to whom is 
assigned the responsibility of supplying the earth with 
water. They possess t:>DormOIlS physical stl ength, and 
have two huge horns and large flashing oycs. All the 
snmm(>r they are cngaged ill t1rawing up water from 
tho earth through 1..hoi1' motlt,hs, which they spit, out as 
rain in the wet season. A still ruder imagiuntion 
'iScribes rain to th(\ periodi r.al iliBCllarge or IIl'ln t: by these 
:::nonsters. Hellce, in some pJaCtls, there I . • ts an aver· 
!:lion to the nse of rain water for humall consumption. 

·Thunder is produced by theil' hOI'DS comiIlg into violent 
collision as they work together; lightuing by the 
friction of the horns. (2; 'Ph€' appoarnnce of wlmt i~ 

usua.lly known a~ jnck.o'.hmtoru in IrHll'shy place!! iR 

bulieved, in Malubar, to UP causod by light and "'parks 
emittt-d from tbo mouth'i of pPC!diar dtwils, who make 
fishing their profession, which they pranti-,c especially 
on rainy and foggy nights. When they have ca.ught fish, 
they cook them by putting then in their mouths, which 
are bot furnaces. 
------------ --

• JfadrM Cb..ri,t.. Cnll lh.lJuine, 11:196. 
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A few years ago, a zamindar in the GodAvari diskiot 
engaged a Muha.mmada.n to exorcise.. devil whioh 
haunted his house. The l&tter, explaining that the 
devil was 8. female and fonrl of iewellery. induoed the 
aaminda,r to leFlove a large quantity of jewels in a looked 
receptacle in a certain room, t,o which only the exorcist. 
and of course the devil, had access, The latter, it was 
SUP,P0ied} would be gratIfied by the loan of the jewels, and 
would cease to annoy, The exorcist managed to open thp 
rec~ptacle and steal the j~",e18, and, such was the faith 
of his employer, tlmt the offtmcfI was not suspected until 
8 Police Inspector seized'as. 27,000 worth of the jewels 
inViz1I.gapatam on suspicion, and the,V were with difliculty 
traced to their source.· 

Quite recently 8. native sel'vant was ~ cha.rsM .with 
bea.ting wit.h a cane a woman who was su1fe~g fr2J'D 
mala.rial fever two months aftor her .oon4ineme .. t, 'ip. 

order to drive out a devil, said to be the apui.t of a '\IIoman 
who was drowned some time pr(>viously. with whinh she 
believed herself to be posses.3ed. The woman died three 
days niter the beating, and various abra.sions wf;lre found 
Oil the body and head. ~'he Snb-M.gietrate held that, 
the hurt was part of the cpremony, to which the husband 
and mother ·of the woman, nnd the woman herself gave 
their consent. But. as the burt was needlessly severe, 
the set'f&nt was fined twenty-five rupees, or in default, 
five WE'eks' rigorous imprisonment. Tbf'l Digtrict. 
Magistrate submitted the case to the High Oourt for 
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enhancement of t he s{'utence. The medical evidence 
showed 1.hat the death of the woman was DOt. in any way 
due to the strokes I'eceived from the oaue, and the Judgo 
saw no reAson fo r enhancement, 

In conclusion ] mar qnote n few ttxamp!t·g of sorcery 
cu lled from tho evel' enwrtniniug :lDnlln! reports of t.he 
Chemical Examiuer {,O' GO\'6I'n meut:-

(0 ) .! wizard Clime to a \' illago in oril ul' to exorciso 
the devil which lJossessed a c:ertain wonUlII. H A WM 

treated like H prince. nnel wag given the ou ly room in the 
house, while thc family turned ont into the holl. lIe 
lived thfll'(> for soveral dnys, and then commenced his 
cerdmollies. H e dro\\' the fil-\'u re IIC a lotus on the floor, 
mude tht, woman sit thero, and com rnUTICttd to L lViff~ 

her hail' with his wlZ:l rd's wllnd \rholl Rhe criod ou .... 
he ~enL :lCI' 011 ' of the I'oo;n, Rflying shl' ''''ll!,! unwnrthy to 
sit on the lotus figu" Il, bUI. promi!l-il1g nev61'theleel'l to 
exorcise the devil withollt hOI' being prestlut. Be found a. 
half-witled mao in tho villoge, dl'uggcd him with ganjll, 
brought him to the 11011 .'10 , aud performed his ce re­
monials on thi!'l man, \\'ho, on i)Ccorn iug intoxicattt<l 

with tbtl drug, began to got 1>0iflttj(·ollS. T he wizard 
Had him up wit.h 8. rope because he had i)OCome poslCssed 
of tho devil that had po~se~~ed the WOIWlIl. 'fh e man 
was 8obsequeotly traCt'd by his reIAti,'oH, found in QJl 

nncousciolls st.ate, and taken to bospital. '('he wiza.rd 
got rigorous impriaoument. 

(b) Somo jewels wero lost. and the mant,raIAra 
was callorl in to det,p,ct the thief. The magician erected 
& 8cr96D, behind which he Itt & lamp, and did other tbiegB 

"I 
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to impress the crowd with tne importance of his maIl­
trams. 1'0 the assembly he distributed betel.leirl' patties 
contaiuing a white powder, said to he l:.oly ashos, and 
tho effect of' it on tIle suspected individuab. who formed 
part. of the Cl'owd, is said to ha.ve beeD instantaneous. 
So magical was the effect of this POWdl'l' in detecting the 
thief that the uu(ort,uuato man ultimately vomited blood. 
'When the people remonstrated with the magicia.n for 
the severity of his lungic, be ndmimstercd to the suffel'er 
au a.ntidote of sulution of cow-dung and the juice of some 
leaf. '1'h6 holy ashes were founel to contain ct'rTosive 
aublimato, and the mngiciall got eighteen months' 
rigorous imprisonment. 

(~) A bal'bt'r had been poaching on the local 
limits within which 1m other barber and his family 
claimed tho right, to shave', a~d he had been divertlDg 
80me of the lat.ter's income into his own pockets. A 
third barber, a. mutual fl'iend, had been learning" sorcery 
and medicine H fl'om barb!1l' No. 2, aud, while taese two 
were in a liquor S}lOp. bal"i){'r No.1, who happened to be 
passiBg, Wail invited by the mntuni frienlfro join tMm 
in a drink, He ref\l~('d, but consented when tJle latter 
promised to add ,-\oml' !' lIg-nr to the toddy to keep down its 
deleterious effects. 'l"ho <Jugar was stirred into No. l 's 
cup, and the throA (1 rank to each other. BarbN: No.2' , 
had beeJil. educating' the mutual friend to aid .nd abet 
him in an IIttelllpt all his opponent's life by stirring a 
milture of arsonic and morcury compounds iII·the toddy. 
The victim recovel'ed und8l" prompt t,reatment, in the 
b~ita.l. j~ 



Vot ive (~ffwi/l~/'~ ( '~,r v,JfoJl).--Tu arltlitinu to theobsE'l'v. 
aoce of }JollanCl'S allli fa.'llillg, Hindus of a ll c'isteea. 
high amI low, make various kind.>! of offer ings toO t.h e gods, 
wittb. the objoct of socuring theil' gond.will or appeasing 
their angC'T. By thl' iOIVC'r cafJtc,> offerings of animals­

fowls, Sh{'6P, goats, or unffldocs- al'fJ made, and the gods 
whom they sock to p!'Opit la.tA are minor (leitieR, e.g., 
Ellamma or MunesIVOlI'Il, k.nown :le Kshuura Uevs.tas 
(blood.thirsty gods), t.o whom anima.l ~n.crifices are 
acceptable. The higher cast.e;,; mma\ly Iwrfol'm vows to 

Venkateswara of Tiru pati, Rllbr;lmanyOl !If Palni, Virara. 
ghavR.of fJ.'il'lIvallUr, T irun:tra.vaos of Mtllkot.c, and other 

celebrated gods, But thoy !tiny. if aff:lictod with Flerins 
wsenee, at t. imes, as at th«~ leaf fest.ival at Pel,jyapalayam, 

seek the good omces of millor d("itie.~, Oil the last day 
of the Gangaja.t,ra fcsti "n 1 at.. Tirl! pllti, a. tigllre i~ made of 
clay and straw, a nd placocl in thu tope \grove), where 

crowds of all classes, including l'araiyaui'l 1 prot;ent food to 

it. Bgffaloes, goats, sbt.'6p, anrl fowlH nrc sacrificed, and 
it is sa.id that Hriihmans, though they will not be present, 
.d anima.lato be sl.nughtered . At f,h s COTl ... clusioll of tbe 
festivity. the image is burlwd. Doring the feast, whicb 
continues over ten d8.y~, t he lower orders of t he people 

p&int themselves, and indulge in much bomt6l'ou.s merri. 
ment . .. ,Those who hlive mafic a. vow to Ga.tIga.lMt for 
some days before the festival bPgins. They.ear a 
struoture made of bamboo in the form or a car, whioh is 
decoratett .with paper of different coloun, and suppoJlted 
by iron naTIs p!'es!ed iot.o the belly and ba.ck, and, with 
this structure on their beads. they go a.bont. Those who 
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have b Elen a.ttacked by oh ol£' I'8, or oth"l' serious disealt6 

mail' a vow to Ganga., t~l\d porform this ceremonial. 
The simplest and car-nmOlll':;t v aLi va olft. ri ngs al'e fruit, 

such as plantains and coeoall utR. Witbont a.n offering of 
froit DO orthodox H1lldu would tl,ink of tmtcring a. 
temple, or the IH'I 'sl..'nca of It native of position. 'l'he 
proce.ision of Jlat.ivc <ll'rvallts a Jl d relainers, 03,('0 bring. 
ing u gift of a li mp, 011 Xew Y'1ar'8 Day is famili ar to 
Anglo-India us . By tIle I'u !os o r Government, the prohi­
bition of t,ho recoipt of }Jresa11t fJ from Nativl' Chi~f8 and 
otherR cloes lIot exkllll to the rpceipt of a fow Howl'fa or 
fruits, and :ll'tidf's of il1f1.!llIl'AI·i<lhl", value , although eveD 

such t rifling J,rdsent,!,; should hI' tli<:COUI'AgCrl. 
Botween the Mfldrfls m U!'le1l11l anLl the Gnvcrnment 

ma.teruit,y hOi>pit.al a STUR\l muuicipal boundary :'It.one 

has beeD flat lip by lh{' side of t hc road. To th is stano 
sUllEIfnstural puw(>}'s nro attribut.ed, and it is alleged that 

in a banyan tr~l' in a pri,rattl garden close by a Mlini 
lives, who presirlps 0"61' tile welfafl' of the ho!\pital, and 

must be propitiated if thc pI'egu8.ut woman i~ t.o get over 
her confinement ""it,hout, complications . Women, coming 

to the hQspital fOT' tlu'>ir confillement, V()\\' that they 
will, if all goes well , givp f\ p resent of flo coooanut, bet.el, 

or flowers wIwn they leave. Dischnrged patients can be 
Been da.ily, going t o the stone and making offerings. On 
the day of their disollarge. their fr iE"uds bring camphor 
and other articles, /lod t he whole family goes to the 
stone, wllel'e the camphor is burnt, a COCOlUlut broken, 

and perhaps some turmerio or Bowers placed on it, The 
Dew-born child is placed on the baro groond in front of 
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the stOIlI", ann the mother, knBi!ling dOWll , bows before it. 
The foreheads of both root hel" and child arA markt.,d with 
the BOois from the burning camphor. ]f hpr fri C'Dds do 
not brillA' the l'equisitc artld~8, 111(' womnn goes home. 
and retuTUR. 'with thl'nl to do puja to tht' I'toue, or it 
is celehratt-d at. n tetnpll' ot' hllr IIOH ~O. The offerings 
:-: l'fJ remove,l by tllOfll.· who l-lrcl-lcnt, l.ht·m, 01' by passers. 
1>yon t he road , Women, a£t~l' d"li\8I'Y, keC'p iron in 
some form , £01' examplo a knifl', ill t,hl· ir rOlJm, ann carry 
it about with thero IVhen t hoy go o ut.. 'Illle R('v. S. 
Nicholson illform~ mt' that wh r n a ~lala woman iA in 
labour, a sickh· anll !o;ollla Ilim l eavc~ art.' alway" kept on 
the cot. In Ma.labsr it, is customary for thoso who have 
to pass h.Y burning-grounds 01' ot,h Ar ha unt.ed places 
to carry with thom Iron in 'lome forlll, f.(j., Jl knifo, or 
an iron rod ust.'fl a s a walk iug.sti ek. Whell pregnant 
womp.n ~o on a journey, they carr)' WiUl them a f€'w 
twigs or lea\'eR of the nlm troo , 01' iron in Horne form, 
to scare evil spil'its lurkIng ill groveq or hurial-A'rounds, 
which they may pass. 

'1'1.1f\ forms which votive offerings t.1lke a.re -very 
multifarions. Sometime!', for example, they assumtl the 
form of bells, la.mp:.;, brasg pots , a rticil'l'! mado in wood 
or clay t images of various deJ(.ie~ , cradl,'s , l(lfl.thcr shoE'S, 
coins, the hai:' of f\ Jl ew·born child, lumps of jaggery, 
salt anrJ othol' thingB. 'Vhell penplll are prevented from 
going to a temple at the proper time, hair is YOmetiw68 
removed from their children's Ilead, sel!.led up in a vessel, 
and put into the reeeptacle for offerings when the 
vUlt to the temple is made. In cases of da.ngerous 



, 
802 m.nms, BriL Btl, liTO. 

sickneS9, the hair is somutlmes cut off, and offered to 
& deity. .. The sacrifice of focks," Mr. A. Srinivasan 
writes, "is meant to propitiate deceased r elations, and 
the deity wbioh presides ovur life's littlo joys and sorrows. 

it is 8 similar intention that ~ dictated tho ugly 
disfiguremont of wido ws. WH meet 'Wi~h t he idpntical 
fa.ct and purpose in the habit of '1'elugu Rrabmills, and 
all non-Brahmins in general, sacri ficing their whole locks 
of _ir to the goddess Gllliga. a.t Prayaga, to the god 
Venkatesa of rrirupati, and other local gorJ s. The 
Brahmin Indios of the ~out h have more recently 
mnna.g!~d to plcnstl G-nnga lUlU other gods \villi just ODe 

or two locks of hall'," 
Marching', on one occasion, towa.T'ds Rampi, ~vber(l 

an outbreak of cholera ha.d I'ccentJy occurred, I came 
across two wooden gods on IVheels by the roadside. to 
whom h;tri bee11 offered baskets of fruit, vegetables, 
'e8.~lheJ1 pots. bf'M necklets and bangles, which were 
Viled up in front of thorn . By the sides of the roads 
in thd. Bellary distri ct, Mr. W. Francis writes,·" often 
stands a wooden.frame-work mounted on little wheels, 
anI! ,bearing three wooden imageli. This is the car of 
Mariamma, the goddess of small pox and choiera. and her 
son and daughter. When dist',l.Se breaks out, the car 
bearing her nnd her children it! taken round the village 
with music a.nd other doe ceremony, and dragged to the 
ea.stern boundary. By this means the ma.lignant essonce 
of the goddess is removed from the villa.ge . 'rhs 
adjoining villagers hasten t.o prevent this from settling 



011 them, by tAking the car ou with musical honours WI 

before. Tht! car is thus often wheeled tIl rough a. whole 
series of villages." The Khonds prevent the flpproacb 
of t.he goddess of small. pox by barricadiag the paths witli 
thorns and ditch~~ boiling ca.ldron!! of stinking oil.-

"A palmyrtrpalm in tho jungle near Ramnlid with 
seven distinct trunks, each bearing a. goodly hea.d of 
fa.n~sha.ped leaves is ", General Rurton writes, t .. a.~i. 
buted to the action of a dei ty, Ilnd Rtones smeared. 'ith 
oil and vermilion, and broken cocoanuts, an·d fowl's 
feathers lying about, testified tha.l piija and sacrifice 
were performed bere." 

Outside the temple of the villa.ge goddess a.t Ojini in 
the Bellary district , ~Jr. Fawcott tells us .. RJ'e hung 
numbers of m{niature cradlos a.nti bangles prcscDted by 
women who havo borne children, or beau cl'red of sick­
negg through the intervention of the goddeRs. Miniae.,. 
cows are presented by persons, whose cows ht~V~ been 
cured of sickness , and doll-like figures for cb\ld~en . 

One swami (god) tlloro if'!, known by u. treo hung rih 
iron chainR, hooks-anyt.hing iron; another by rags, .nd 
so on. 'l'he ingenious dhobi (wnshcrmun). whose (II notion 
is to provine torches on of!casiolls. sometimes prftOtices 
on the credulity of his countrymen by tying 11 few 1-ag'S 

to a tree, which by-I\nd-hy is covered with rags, for the 
p8.ssers-by a.re not ~o stiff-nocked as to nsk for u sign 
other thHn 8 rag; and. under CO\1t,'t' of the darkness, the 
dhi5bi makes his torch of the offorings." 
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On t\w road to Tirnpati, the goddoss Gauthala. Gan. 
gamma. has her abode in II. margosa or avnram tree, 
8urrounded by a. white-ant hill. Passer~ by tear off a 
piece of their clothing, Hud tie it to the branches, and 
place a small stone at the base 4, f the ant...hilL Occasion.­
ally oooked rice is offered, and fowl!> art:! sacrifjced, a nd 

their hean and legs tied to tho tr&-, It is recorded by 
Mr. Walhous6 · that, when going f!'Om the Coimbatore 
plain to the Myl'Iorc fl'ontier, he has R..,eu a tllarD-hush 
rising out of a heap of stom's piled ruund it, 80uit beftring 
bih~ of rag tied to its brflDChes. These ragR are plact:ld 
there by nomad Lambiiflis, w lto al'e said to fastwl rags 
torn from their gf\rment..~ t,o a bush in honoUt' of K fj,mpa­
lamma (knmpa=a thicket) . I II t.ho Tplu~l1 COllntry, rags 
are offered to" god called P"thalayy" (Mr. Itag'). Or. 
the trullk-roo.df; in thA Nellol'o district, raq~ may be S66I1" 

hanging on the bii.biil (AcW'ia um"ic,~) trcai:l. The~e are 
offeriugs made to Pa.th,dayya. by tt'Bvellers who tear off 
pieces of their clothin .~. wit h a vague idea that the 
olft:ring thereof will render thpir journey free fl'om 
actidents, :mch as npsetting of their carts, or meeting 
with robbers. 

It iR narrnted by MODI' t that "he passed a tree, 00 

which weI's hanging several hunrlrcd bells. 1'bi. .. WM a 
8uperstitioLtS sncrifice by the llandjilrrahs (Lambidid), 
who. passing this tree, al'e in the habit of bang-lug a 
ben or bells upon it, which they take from the necks of 
their sick ca.ttle, expecting to leave behind them tbe 
complaint also. Our servants particularly cautioned us 

• bd . AIlt. IX, 1880. 
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a.gainst touching these diabolico.l bells; but., 8S" few 
were taken for our own cnttl~, seYt'rnl accid~uts that 
happened were imputed to t ill' 8Jlgtlr of the deity. to 
whom these offerings wet'o Inad~ i W11O. t hey say, inflicts 
the sarno disordpr 011 the unhappy lJul lock who carries 
a bell from this t.ree fi B he I'elicvtJd f,11C dOltOr from." 
At Diguvemct.ta in the Kuruoo! di s trict, I ca.me across a 
number of bells, both Im'ge and smail , tipd fa the Ll'[LltcbSA 

of a tamarind t ree, benoath whith Were lUI imago of 

Malalamm:t nnd 11 !:I toDe bull (Nandi). SlIspt'uded frum n 
bl'llOCh of tlte sarnu tl'ee was a. thiok ropl', to which were 
attached heads, tlkulls, mWlflible~, thigh uone:-4, and feet 
of fowls, aud the foot of a goat. 

Thu goil of the AliglTi Devastani\m tRmple at 
'rlTllpati appears anuually to fOUl' pcrliolls in different 
directions, Pll s t, west, south HIll! HOI tit, aut! Infurms 

them that Ite reqnirt'~ n f;. holJ fl'olll each of them. 'l'ht!y 
wllitewash their hOllse~, wOl'Ship tIlt! gou, and sprl!ad 
rice-flour thick.ly on the floor of :l room, which is locked 
for the night. Next mOl'ning thc mark of Il. lluge foot 

is found on th~ floor, aU/I the !iIIDC has to he made to 6t 
this. When !'el\dy, it is taken in .vrocossiOll through thtl 
Rtreets of the village. com'eyed to Tirupati , anu pre­
Rented at the trJUpltl. Though the makeT~ of the shoca 
have worked ill ignorance of each other's work, ale sboes 
brought from the north al1d south, and thosl> from the 
east BDd west uro beljeved to Illatch and make a pair. 
Though the wor!;bip of these shoos is chiefly meant for 
Paraiyans, who are prohibited from ascending the Tirupa.ti 
hill, a.8 a matter of fact all, witllOut distinction of CBste, 

. .. 



OJC1lBB. Brm ZTll. no. 

worship them. The shoes a.re pla.oed in front of the 
imllge of the god near the foot of the bill J and are Baid 
to gra.dually wear away by the end of the year. U At 
B~lur in the Mysol'e Province," Mr. Rice writes,· U the 
god of the temple is uuder the necessity of making an 
oocA.8ional trip to the Baba Budan hills to visit the 
goddess. On t,hese occasions he is said to make use of a 
large pair of slippers kept for the purpoRe in the temple. 
When they are worn out, it devolves upon the chucklers 
(leather_workers) of Channagiri nnd Bisvapatns, to 
whom the fact is revealed in a drl'lnm , to provide new 
ones." In order to present the slippers, they are aUowod 
to eoter the conrt,..ya.rd of the temple. 

Mr. Wfilhouse informs ust that the champfl.k and 
other trees ronnd the ancient shrine of the 'l'rimurti at 
the foot of the Anl\imalai mountains are tlll0kly hung 
with sandals and shoes, many of huge size, evidently 
ma.de for the purpose, and suspended by pilgrims as 
votive offerings. 

"At Timmancherla," Mr. Francis writes.t "there 
is the tomb of a holy Muhammadan named Masthan Ali, 
in whose honour an urua (religious ceremony) is held 
annually in April , which is attended by followers of tha 
Prophet from many vill&gos al·oulld. Hindus make vows 
a.t'the tomb, which haR a 8pecial reputation for granting 

to the childless, and lake part in the UrtlS 

the Mussullllans. The Reddi (head-man) of 
who is a Hindu, brings the first offerings in 

• XylOl'6. 't hut. A.nt. rx. lsao. 
;. GNtI~t.e. of th •• _tara' didrio~ 
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process ion with much ceremony to tho Mussutman priests 
who preside at the function ." Carved wooden figurines, 
male a.nd femalo, repr~ented in a state oC nudity, are 
manufa.cturod at 1'irupati and sold to Hindus. Those who 
ar8chiidlesB perCorm on thE'm the ear.boring: ceremony, 
in the belief that, as the resolt thereof, issue will be born 
to them. Or, if there are grown·up boys or girls in a. 
ffLmily who remain unmarried, the pllrents cclebrute the 
marriage ('.eremony between a pair of tho dolls, in the hope 
that the marriage of tbt·ir children will speedily Follow. 
They dre$s up tho dolls in clothes n.nd jewellEl ry, a.nd go 
through the cer tl mooinl of I\. real mardage. Some there 
a.re who ha.ve spent as much moncy on a doll's wedding 
ns on a. wedd jog in rea.l 1 ife. 

Among the Billava.q oC South CanarD, in tha case 
o[ grown-up hays and gir·}g who di~ before rnarri!tge, 
a form of mnrriage of the doa.d is cC'lebratod. The 
spi.rit of the dooea<;ed boy takes posRedsinn of ono of hill 
rela.tives, alii] expresscs a dC Fiiro t.hat hi~ marriago should 
be performed. Tho rcln.tivos mako PDquiries, and try 
to discover the !iopiritof a. girl nf 8 suitable bad (marriage 
division) wlltch is, in liko manner, t.roubling hel' rcll'ltivcs. 
When tho search ba.s boon ~lIcccssfult two clny 6guros, 
or figures in rice flour reprc3"'nting the deccnsod boy sud 
girl, are made, a.nd the marrinR'o ceremony is performed 
as in tbe case of Hving persons. 

A BrihmiDi buH, Mr. A. Srinivasan "ri~~ 
,tedicated to god Venkateswara of 'l'irupati . . 
benefit of the Hving in fulfilment of VOW8. The ' 0 

• dedication and releaso is preceded by elaborate ritual. of. 
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• 
marriage, as among men and women. The bride, whim,: 
should be a heifer t.hat has not calved, is furnished tIf 
tho father.in. kt.lv of the donor. The heifer is united in 
holy wedlock to the bullock, after formal chanting of 
maatrams, bJ the tying of the tal i and toe.rings to the 
neck. In this sham mlJrriage, the pl'ofu~e ol'namcnt,ation 
of the eoullle with saffron and red powder, the pouring of 
rice on t}-~eir head!;, and the processioll iTt the srreets with 
music, IIrc conspicllous feat ures." 1 .~m t,old that, if 
t he devotee ennnat, rdforll a livo animal, a mimic 
representative is made in rice. 

At the Uch:i.ml fo::-;tivai in lbo l\falabar district" 
l'eprcsontatiolls of cattle- in ~tl'aW are laken in proce::.­
sion to the temple of Bhllguvati. At ft harvest festival 
in Malabar, representations of cattle are made frem the 
leaves of the jak tree, and placed ill nn old winnowing 
basket. The materials for a f OMt 801'0 placed in a pot, 
r.nd toy agricultural articles (cntt1e.shed, plough, yoke, 
etc.) made of plantain lea.f rib'l, and the pot are carried 
round each house three times, -while the children call 
ant H Kalia, KiLlin, monstor, monster, rcceiv~ our offer­
ing, and give us plent.y of seed and wages, protect our 
cattle, and support am' fences." The variolls artieies 
are than placed under a jak tl'O(} on the (lastern Ride of tbe 
house,-

Painted ·hoUow cll1Y images arc made by special 
families of KusILvans (potters) known as plijari, who, for 
the privilege of making them, havo to pay an annual 
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~e to the hea.dman, who spend3 it on n festival ~t the 
'~ste temple, When.~ married oouple am anxious to 

have femttle offspring, t hoy take fL vow to o/fl:lr figur~s of 

the seven virgin", who arc rllpn'~e nt,a,l all seak'd in a. 
ro\'9". If:. mAle or female recovers froID cholf'rfL , small­
pox, or other severo illne$s, a figul'o of thfl corrcsJlouding 
~ex i s offl;}roo, A chilrlle"ls \VOtnn.n makes <l vow to offer 
"P the figur l' of a baby, when shu bl'lIJ~"> forth offt)pring, 
.Figures of animali:l -cattio, sho(' p, hOl'''es , etc.-are 
offered at the temple when t1wy ~·acov(l l' from tl icklll:lSS, 
or al'e rocovered nftor they have been stolen, The 
pupils of thl-' eyes o f. the fig ure~ flJ'8 not painted in till 

they a.re takeD to the temple, wh/::lrc ofi'sl'iug>J of fruit, rice, 
etc., ar .... first made, as it is the painting of the IJupils 
wbiob. ondows the fig uro \\ ith life. EVt' 1I t.he pupils of 
a. series of thuse ima.ges, which W C1'O si'Pf'ially made for 
me, were not paintt'd at tho potter 's hOll oo, but iD I,he 
verandah of the Il'avellors' bllnga.low wb('rIJ l waH stay. 
ing. H orses made of clay, hollow <\ud pain ted red and 
oth~r colout's, are set np ill the fiolds tu drive away 
demons, or as n thauk ofl'cring for'l'f'covcrjl from sickness 
or any picc(> of goorl lllck. rne villaget·g crect these 
horses in hODour of the p1lpular' deity Ayaniir, r,hc guar~ 

dIaD deity of the fiolds, w.u'1 is a renowned il1lutsmall. 
and is believed, wh en, with his two wives PUfnn and 
Pushknla, he vi!jits the villago at night, to mount the 
horses. and ride down the demolls. 

1 have recently received a collection of clay figures, 
such &9 are worshipped by fishermen on the Ga~ 
coaat, co .. cerning wluch Mr. H. D' A. O. Roilly w\Iioio 
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to me as follows: u 1 am sending you itpecimons of t.he 
chief gods worshipped by the fishermen. 'fhe Tahsildar 
of Berhampur got them made by the potter and carpenter 
who usually make such figures for the Gopalpul' fisher­
men. I have found fishermen's shrines nt several places', 
Separate families appGar to have separate shrines, some 
consisting of lRrge chatties (earthen pots) , occasionally 
ornamented, Ilnd turned upftide down, with an opening 
on one side. Ot.hers Il.re made ryf brioks and ohunim 
(limfl). All tha.t I have seen had their opelliug towards 
the soa.. Two classes of nglu8s are placed in these 
shrines, viz., chlY figures of gods. which are wOfslupped 
before fishlDg expeditions, and when th(jf8 is danger from 
a particula.r oisease which they prevent; and wooden 
figures of deceased relations,. which :lre quite as imagi­
native as the clay figures. Figures of gods and relat.ions 
are placed in the same fami ly shrine. There are 
hundreds of gods to choose frOID, a.nd the selection 
appears to be a matter of family taste and tradition. 
The 6gares, which I have sent, wero made by a potter 
at VenkatamyapaUe. and painted by a carptmter at 
U ppuJapathi, both villages noor Gopalpur. The Tahsilda.r 
tells me ~at, WhAD he was inspecting them at the 
Gopalpur travellers' bungalow, fiix ty or seventy fisher 
people camo and worshipped them, and at first objected 
to their gods being taken away. He pacift6d them by 
telling thew that it W88 because the Government had 
heard of their devotion to their gods that they wanted 
to have SOlOS of them in Madras.'· The collecuon of .y figures itdudos the following!-
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Ba.jamma, a. female figure, with a sword in her right 
hand, riding on a. black elephant. Shb blesses ba.rren 
women with children, and favours her devotees with big 
catches when they go out fishing. 

Yerenamma., riding on a white horse, with :LAWOrd in 
her right hand. She protects fish<>rmen from drowning, 
and from btiing ca.ught by big fish. 

Bhagirathamma, riding on an elephant. a.nd having 
eight or twelve hands. She helps fishermen when 
fishing a.t llight, and protects them against cholera. 
dysentery, diarrhrea, and otller intestinal disorders. . 

Nookalamma wears a red jacket and green skirt, and 
protects the fishing community against small-pox. 

Orosnndi Ammavaru prev6Dts the boats from being 
sunk or damaged. 

Bluigadevi rides on a tiger, and proteets the commn. 
nit.y from cholera. 

Veyyi Kannnia Ammavaru, or goddess of a thousand 
eyes, represented by a. pot piorced with holes. in which 8 

gingelly (Besamu.m.) oil light is burnt. ~he attends to 
the genera.l welfare of the fisher folk. 

Pre..historic ~tone celts, found in t,hp. hod of 8. rivtlr. 
and belieV'ed to he the thunderbolts of Vishnu, .. 6 stacktld 
as votive offerings by the "MAlauilis of the Shevaroy 
hills in their shrines dedicated to VignosvMa, th~ eJe­
phant god wbo avert.s evil. The BlIrmC'8e believe that, 
when the powers above quarrp,11 t.hey throw celts at one 
lI11othsr, and that, when one misses, it falls to the earth. 
'l'hey attach considerable importance to t.hem for mAdi. 
oina! purposes, and po,.d.,."d, celt i •• ~to'be equall1o< 
Jood for a vain iq lI!e..,mllOh..ot an intll\Illed eye, • 
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Lumps of jaggary are thrown into templat..aJa.k. by 
those who are stlfferiug' from Ooils of' :absees~. ~ . . . 
the b"lief tbat they will be resol.ed .. q.i~k1i as Ih. 
molasses are dissolved ill tbe water. For the oura of . . 
warts, salt tied up in bundles is aomaiims! ofWred. 

SLould sickness be attributed. to it. gog or goadess, '8 
VOW is made, in tokeu whereof a copper or mlvel' coin is 
wrapped up in a. piece of' cloth dipped in tUl'lD:eric paste, 
and kept ill tho honse or tied to the neck or a.rm of the 
sick person. A cock TUay ho wavt>d round the patIent's 
bbad, and afterwa.rds retlred in the hoose, to be eventu~ 
ally offered up at the ~hriDe of the ddt,y: Some fa.milies 
keep in their homes small pot" called thelkodukku undi 
(scorpion sting vessels). and occasionally drop therein a 
copper coin, which is supposed to seCUre immunity 
against scol'piOll sting. In some fa.milies tho money 
thus offered is limitod to two aonas monthly. Putting 
money lUto a.n nndi as an offering to a particu~a.r deity is 
8. very common custom. In the case of a ~la.r god, 
such as the one at Tirupati, the ea.rthen pot is 'sometimes 
replaced by a copper money box or iron safe. In Bouth 
Canara there wa.s a well-lo-do family. the Dlembers of 
which kept on depositing coin~ in the family nndi, which 
were set apart for the Tirnpati god during a number 
of generations. Not only in cases of swkness, but even 
when I:t member 'of the family went to 1\ neighbouring 
village and returned safo1y. a. few coiJ;ls were put into 
the undi. For some reason t.be o~g of tlle nodi and 
offering of its contents a.t Tirupati' ....... postponed. and 

,when it was tinally opened, it was found to contain a 
.a:ai80ell~eoU8 ®Ueotion of ooins, OUlTent and UDourroJli. 

~, 
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...., .... . 
On ono occasioo, :l man who had boon presented 

wit.b two fmnas a<; the foe for londing his body to me 
for men,surement offered it, with fl owers nnd a. coooQ.uut, 
at tbe shrine of the villa.ge go(hioss, and dedicated to 
her another coin of his own as a. -peace.ofTering, a.nd 
to get rid of the pollution caused by my monoy, During 
a recent tOllr, 8. gang of Yerukala~ a.bsolutely re. 
fu sed to sit 011 n. chni r, nnd I had to measure their hends 
wl!ile thE'Y squatted on the gl'Ollnd. To get 'Tid of my 
evil influence, thoy subsequently went through the 
cel'emollY of waving red coJom'od water (arnti) nna 
RMrificing fowl s_ 

.As a thanksgiving for recovery from illness, the offer .. 
inga take the form of s ilver or gold r epl'esenta.t,iofIS of 
the pnrt of tho body affe~ted. which aro deposited in a 
yessel kept for th", purpose at Ihe temple. Sncb 
ea:: 'l'otO! are kept for ~a.le in tlle vicinity of the t<lmplo, 
and must be offered by thepel'son who hfl l;J takon tho vow, 
or on whose behalf it has booll taken. Children havo, 
in RAidit.i.onJ,o the silver articles, to place in the vesse1 
one or two haDdful ~ of coins. 

Of sihcer Col' f'Ot08 collected from temples in the T. iI 
country (pla.te XXI), the :Madras museum pas an 
extensive collection, in which al'o included the face, bands. 
feet, buttocks, tongue, larynx, navE'I, nose, ears, eyes, 
mammae, genita.lia, etc, ; snakes offered to propitia.te the 
anger of serpents i snakes coiled in roil,,; sandals. 
umbrellas, aod coooanut,s strung on n pole. When a. 
person has been ill all over, a silver hnman figure, or thin 
silver wire of tho same length os himself, and representing 
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llim ill 13 0metilndS pff!l'Ad. • ilv~ 1)mbrellas M.d. -flags Are 
~ .- ~ , 
$0 mared atlampl ... I.U I'yb il<&li~ Qan .... , b ...... I' .. . ~ • 
O~ ehi:y fi~llreg ofthe iger,Jeopat. ete anti wil~ boar~ 
and ba.ndicoot ~a.t IJ.r presented a.t tbe Que of a. feQ;l:a.le ~ . .(' . . '" .. 
bhtftha. named _PoomanikuDhooma.ni. to 'Protect the 'Crops 

• • a.nd ca.ttle from the ravages of these animals . • A brass 
figure of Sarab!'a (plate XXII) , • mythological ~ight. 
legged ani,nal, supposed to be the vclilc1e of tho god Vil,,&­
bhadra. is presented as au ofTe"i~g at, 80me ~ Iva. ·teJ'ples 
in South f3anara, in cnses wllere a per80n is a.ttackqd wi.th 
a. form of ulcer known as Siva punnu, (Stva'~ sore or 
ulcer) . These brass and clay figures must be solid , OA the 
bhnthas would b('l. very nngry if they were hollow. 

In Ma.la.bar a Hriihman magicia:n transfel's tlte sl?irits 
of those ~who have died an lIUnnt,llral death to images " 
made of gold, sih'el', or wood, which are placed in f\ 

temple, ot spooi!'l buildiug el'Ccted for them. 
Wben litigntlon arises in lfalabar in connection with 

t',he tit.le to a house a nd c.ompollud (grounds) in which it, 
stands, n vow is made to offer a silver model represe.ntfng 
the property, if f\ favoura.ble decree is obtained. Some 
time ago, a. rich landlord gave to the temple n· silver 
model r epresenting the exact· Dilmber of trees , bou8e~ 1\'011. 
etc.,-and cost~e,·eJ'8.1 hun<lrcds of rupees, when a suit 
wa.s decided in 'bis favour. In cases of domestic calam­
it;iee, supposed to be due to the wrath of serpents, 
iUlages of snakes nre oH'ered t{) SIva. or Vishnu. Snch 
images are also 1:!1'8Acnted by "Brahmans on da.ys of eolipse 
by those au whOle st,nr-day the ecliPse fa.lIs , to Appease 
the w:rath of the terrible &Thu. The lizard ... associated 
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with the name of Siva, is regarded as sacred. It iB never 
intentionally killed, and, if accidentally hurt or killed, an 
image of it in gold or silver is presented by high.Ciste 
Hindus to a. SIva temple-. In Malabar a. silver tertoit:8 
is offered iu certain ca.se!j of S(:I\'e 1'6 abdominal pain. 
Among theCoorgs, fig!IT6S roughly beaten in silver pla.tes, 
bronze images, or figures on a slab of pot·sklue, repre_ 
seoting their ancestors, al'o pla.ced, togotoher wihh sticks 
surmounted with silvol', knivits, utc., ill a. small bunding 
or nicbe neal' the bouse, Or a sort of ba.J.lk M matte for 
them under a. t r t'e in the fields where the faruiJy' first 
house h: s st.ood, t A pilgrim to the shrine of ubra.maniJ"n. 
at Palni iu the Madura district car,i with bim a kivad.i, 
~ portable shrine). Of k[~vad.is there are t,wo kinds, OllO 

containing lUi lk iu a pot, the oWer containing Stili. 
When the t' 0 CO Ules fol' t h~ pilgrim to start from his 
home, he dresses in reddish ora,lIg'6 clothes, shouldel'lS hilS 
kavndi and proceeds 011 h lS journey. Together with n 
Illrul ringing a bell, and perhups one witb a tom·wm, with 
ashes on his ftlCe, he assu mes tho r()lo of n beggar. 'rho 
well·to·do are inclined to reduco tbe Ixtggnr period to 
a. minimum, but a. begh'8.r evt!ry votary musb be, alld NJ 

Buch he goes to Paloi, and thal'e fulfills IDa vow, and 
leaves his kilvo.di, a. small 8um of uloney. and bis hair iI it 
has boon allowed to grow IOllg after his lather's doath.t 
Miniat.ure silvel' kilvatlis are ca.rried by femalea aud yOUllg 
persoll8 to faLDi. ll~ miniaLUl'O ailv.el' crown ro given 
by pilgrims 6B a. votlvo offering to the god. • 

..... . 
• Cocbiu c..U'QI report, 1001. t Het. , . K Cll; JJwi. ARI, H, ))71, 

;: JI'. r."oet.t. Jhili"", lhlllllllin BIIII·t HI,:t, 100l. 
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Pilgrims Oil the west coa.st smoke a pipe made of the 
green leaf-sta.lk of the plantain. A piece about eighteen 
inches ill length is cut off, and a. hole bored t the thicker 
O1ld, through which a thio stick (""",,ill' the mid-rib of a 
cocoa.nut leaf) is passed through the stalk for a.bout twelve 
inches. 'l'his forms the tube of the pipe, a.nd communi­
oates with 0. notch out in the middle of the leaf-bialk. A 
fUJl1leJ, made of the leaf of the juk t ree, i3 placed ill the 
termina.l pole, and filled with tobacco or ganjn. '1'ho 
material to be awaked Ui lighted with a piece of burJl.iug 
charcoa.l, a.nd the pipe drawn by a.pplying the lips to the 
notch. Such a. pipe i~ only.used once or twice, and then 
tbl'own away. 

By the Savaras of Vizagapatam, rudely carvell and 
gratcaq116 woodell representations of lizards, pa,l'J'ots, 
peacocks, human beings,guus, pick-ax6s,daggers, swol'ds, 
musical hOI'DS, etc" are dedicated to tho tribal deity. 
They would not seH them to the district OffiCOl' who 
acquired them on my behalf. but parted with them 011 tho 
understanding tbat they would be worshipped by the 
sirkar (Government). 

During the annual festival of tlte Kotas of the Nilgiris, 
vows and offerings nre made in the temples, and, on the 
day o[ the full moon, after a fORst, the blaokslllith, gold­
smith, and silVel'Snllth constructing sepo.l'ateiy a forge 
and furnace within the temple, each makos tiomethiog iu 
the wa,y of his avocation-a chopper or 0.'16, ring, 01' other 
kind of ol'nawljnt,· 
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Ou he ';Vay lea<u.ng up to the biU tem})ie afi l'irupati. 
funo.l1 Slollos --- heaped up ill tho form or it hop-I,th, aml 
luiots tieiHu the l eaves of t ho young dato pa.l nls (Plltcuiil1) 
ma.y 00 aeon . , 'l'haso Ill'e the wOI'k of Yil'gius who accom· 
pauy the plJt.l:ties of pilgrims. The kUOL.:i aro f ieillo onsuro 
the tying· ~f the mal'riagfl Lilli string ou theil' nooks, IIml 
tho heaving up of s tollO!! is d Olle with a "iuw of ol18uri.og 
the birth of children to them. I r t he girh rO"isit tho 
hill aIwr niarriage and the b i"l.h of offspring, thoy unlio 
the knot. on n. loaf, and dis8.I'l'fLDge oue of the h Clll'iJ18. 

Men cause t.heir namo to be cul Oll l'ocks by t.howaysido, 
01' Oil tho !)tooes with whioh t.ht! path Jeadillg to tho 

templo is paved, ill t.he beliof that good luck wiJJ n"s lIl t 
if their name is trodden all. 

au tho side oC the road.il leadin g from Hastnr. tho 
Rev . J. Cain noticed. sovccnllal'ge hoaps ofstonos, wllioh 
the LambfLdis bad Vi10d up in Il onoul' of th b goddd8li 
Gutw.laDlmu. Every Lamvndi who !Ja~ll8 the hcaV8 
is bound to add ouc ti t..onu thtll'CLO, and mt",u n salaaw 
to i t,-

Mixed. metal bowl :; , engraved Loth 011 thu outsideOll.{l 
iuside with texts from Lhtl QUI'flU, are lMkeu or awnt 
by Muhammadans to Mecca, where they are V1aced at the 
head of t.he tomb of the pr<.ophel, aud blesscJ. 'fhey arEJ 
much.valued articios, nnd used in cases of BioknesEI f r 
the adwinistra.tion of med icine 01' Doumilmollt. 

\Vhen a temple i'J far I\way. and persons who wish t.o 
make olferiDg.!l thereat cannot, owing to the expeule of 
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the j Qtl l' lI~y or" other reasou, go thel'a themsehre. .. , tile 
votive. o ffe)·i l1g~ art: t aken by a. SUbSti t ll Le. If t.he god 
fo .who m tho of1'erwg is made is S,·jnivRs!l. or 1'iruj).1 ti, a. 
!<l11all SUnt of 1ll0lJuy must. bo olJerctl u.s COUJ I)c lLSflLiou for 

1101, Laking. it i n Jj" r1i01l. 'l'hl:l T inq)8.ti god is ~olllaLimos 

called Va.tl dj Kasul u Va.rn ill a ll usion t.o ill(' mOllcy (kiisu) 
OJ·interest. l u some !£l rge lawns, ill ,JItJ moni li a of J oly 
:~ Ild .A ugust, pa l·til..' tl of dovoLues IJIHy be seen wfLlI li erillg 
a bout. thu struot.s II,UU collccti ug OIl'UI'illgS to t ho god, 
which will bu p .. 'setL!"ll 10 11im in duu ('Olll'~U. 

'l'hu following quailll Cli stOlU, which is observed at 
t hu villa.gu of l'u llo.mLadi ill the Tril'hinopo!y disn'wt,ls 
drscri boJ by HI::iLop Wuit.ehcad. * ., '1'110 goddess Kula.n­
t.hlLl · tIfIIl IWIL has "s tabl isJwd for Iwrself i' useful .o:e pu­
mUou <t.-; 0, 8tJtt ltw of debt,i:l , When a Cl"uditol' cannot 
J'UCOVl'l' R. dl'u l , lie writes lIow1I hi s claim Oll a sl\roll of 

pa lmyra l tJave.~, Rnd olTt:!l"s tbo goddess a jJa r t of t.h e 

dl1bt, if it is lJllid. Thu lJuhu.rra ::I('roll i ~ hung up ou 
an i l'on spcal' ill Liuo! compou ud of the t~lll Jllu befon.~ 

thu sh riut:. IE thc claim is just, and the debtor oDes 1101, 

pay, it is uoiif>"eu thaj ho will ue ufllicted wit-II s ickuess 
and bad d ren,l.us . I n his t.Ireams he will be told t.o pay 
the debt, at Ollce, if he wishes t.o he f reed from bis 
mis for tlUlCs. If, bowc"6r, tho dcht.o r disputes tho claim, 
ho (1I'o.\\'s up a coul1 t.er -st.l.ltuIU61It, (l.lld hangs it 011 t lu! 

same spoar. T heu t.he deity dt:cidas which claim is t rue, 
iUld ;:lm ict~ with sicknuss nud ball u l'eullls t il t;! man wuoso 

91ai m is falso. W hclJ a cl:"lim is ack llowledged, thu 
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debtor brings tho money. and gives i t.o tho plijnri, who 
places it befol'o tJ1 C imago of Kulnnthnl,Amnla.n~ ~ua 
sends word t,o t ho creditor. 'rho wJlole IlrftOl\Dt 'i!:l then 
handerl over to tJle CI'cditor, WIlD pnyi'l Lhe .'Hlln VO\l'OO 1,0 
t he godd8'3s into tllO temple rofTers in. April 01' Mo.y. 
~o great is t he reputation of t.he godde~s, thet Hind 1l8 
come ft'om abollt t,ell miles round to f;ook hf't' nid i,n 
1'€·covet·ing t,hei l' C]{·ht5. The gQ{'1d~~~ mn.y somotimcR 
mako mistakes, hilt" fit any ra.t e, it i!-' c:hcapcl' than an 
n.ppeal to an ordinal''y COU I't of law, nnd prohably almm~t 

1\S effective as n menns of sec ur'ing just icc, I n fm'll'lcl' 
Hmes nowritt.E'Tl ~t.atelUf'nts WHI'C' IlI'of'Cnted: people 
simply CAme fw d l'eVl'cSf'nt,e(l thei!' clltim~ by word of 
month to th(\ deity , prolnising to giv{' h('1' n sharo. 'L'h e 
custom of presclJting written clnim~ sprang up nbout. 
t11il'ty 'yflm'~ ng(l, doubt1(>ss t}lrollgh till' infiu(H1('c of "bo 
Civil COUl'ts. A ppnJ'ent,I,\' mol'(' ddlts 1111 \,(> b(,6n col. 
jOf' i;e,d IIi nee I,his wa~ dOIlI~ , lWei 1111)"0 mOlley gnthol'OiJ 
into tbc t.roa.sury," 

"The Himlus." Iht) Ro". A. (now Gauou) Margi)schi~ 
\yrites,. a obsel'v~ fI special <in,\" at the ('ommoncemout, of 
the palmyra. stla .. "oD. when tho? jag-g')I',\' (pnlm.juire s uga.r) 
sea~D begins. Bishop Cal rlwell n.dopt.4)ci tho cilstom, 
nod a solemn !'Ien'ice in <:111ll'ch \IRS 110111. when aile Aet or 
~U the itUplt:lJUent~ 1If~ed in tho Oocupo.tion of pnlmyra_ 
olimLing was brotlght to tIle ('hllrch, a.nd prosunted at 
the a.ltar. Only the day was changr.o(l from that obsel'ved 
by the Hindus. Tht:' perils of the pn lmyra..clim\)(jl' 0.1'0 

grea.t, and there a.re many fAtal nccitleot~ by falling r,'om 
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trees forty to six-t.y feet high, so tha.t a religious servios 
of the kind was partioularly IIcceptnble Rlld pecaJiarly 
appropriak' to our people." The convenion of a Hinda 
into a ChristiflD cerf'moniall'lta is DOt devoid of interest. 

A few years ago, a shrine was erected at Cochin fo," 
a. picture of the Virgin and child. which f\uta.ined to great 
celebrity for its POWP1' of working mirades. H }fany 
stories," ~fr. Ffl.wc(>t,t writf's,- " of the pOlVer of the 
picture aTfl CIll'T('nt. A fi 'l.bcrman, who han lost hiq nets, 
vowed to givE' a liWt;:; DfOt, if they wero found . The 
votive offerings, which arC' sometimes of copper or brase, 
take strangE' form.. . 'rherc are fiHhes, p)'a.wns, riC!e, plants, 
cocoanut tree!'!, COI\'S , ote. A litUe ~ilver model of a bridge 
was given by a cont.ractor, who vowed, when he found 
hi~ foundat ion!'! W ftr6 ~hn.ky. ~o give it if hj~ work should 
pass mnst.er. The p OWI' 1' of t he IJicture i .~ such that t,ho 
votaries 1\l'e uot confin eci to thf' Christ,ian community, 
Ther~ are among them many Hind us nnn M"a.homedans." 

The feRt,iva! of Ayudha Pl1ja (worship of tools or' 
implements) is obc;ol'ved by all Hindu Ca.stes during the 
19J!t three days of the DaHara or Navarathri in the month 
of Purattasi (September-October ). It is a. universal 
holiday for all Hindu workmeu. Even the BrihmllD 
takes part in this piija. His tools, howeverl being only 
books, it is called Saraswati pliJa, or pl1ja. to tho goddess 
or god of learning, who is either Saraswati or Ha.ya~ 

grin .. For the worship of the la.tter. young oulmE' of 
the grass C!ln.odnn Dnctylnn rUE'! specially secured, and 
u~. Reading books aml repetition of YMas must l;le 
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done; and, for t he purp(l~o of worship. 1\11 the books 
in a house Ilfe piled up ill a h('a1" Ot.hpf cD.!'Ites all clean 
the various implem£>Dts used by them ;n thei1' daily 
work, a Dd worship them . The Kammiil8,n (:lrtiBan) 
cleans h is hammers, piDlX'ri', Il Hvi\. blow-piPf', wiN-p late, 
etc.; the r.hettill (m"l'Challt <.:. ) clean HJt'ir gcall'~ AD d 
weights, !lod t.he ho'\: into wllid1 tlll'y throw thBir money. 

Tht, rackf't 1U:l.l'ker at t il(' Madras Club df'cora.tos the 

f>l'ltrance to the scor ing box, in which his racket.s l\1'e 
kept , with a ft'stooD of m;IU~'o Il':\"e~. The wttaviug :md 
agricultural classes will he "eOll til be bURy with their 
looms anrl agricul t ural implelllents. Thf' Sembadava.n , 
Pl\tt.lIoiivan, and Bestha Ii l-lbermctl vi le up tlH,jr uets for 

",of9hip. As every implemeDt. jg bl'iHg wor~hipped, no 
work CAn btt done 11urmg t.hH fo::tivA1. Even the handy­
Wa.ll' (cart,.dri\,or) paiDt~~ 1'l>(1 omi white ~trijJs on t.he 
wlleels Aud axle!', amI onio)'R a holid!l),. .Not, 90 the 
buJlocks, fOf tho cArt-drivef' f4 idoR of f\ holiday i,:; to ddve 
his cart reckless-Iy iu all rli loctiollS . T have myself been 
profusely garlanded wh C'u IJ1 'U P-onL as a. guest at t.he 
elaborat.e tool -worshipping ceremnny ~t, OUf local School 
of Arts, whel'e, in Hl05, viijn \\'aq nOM to a bllBI. of the 
la.te Bishop Gell st'~ up on o,lllmprovisNl f\,l 'ar, with a. cast 
of SaraBwa.ti above, ano var;ou~ member!! nf Lho Hindu 

P antheon around. 
A featival, WIDen is nttendC'd by huge crowda of 

Hindus of all cl8.JIIRe8, takes pl3C'e I\nnnnlly in the month 
of Audi (July-August) at the vill.ge of Periy.pal' yam, 
where the goddesB Miriamma i @- wonhipped under the 
name of Peri1"palayat,hthamman. According to tb. 

~ 
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legend, as na.rrated by the Rev. A. C Clayton,- r. there 
was once a. rishi who lived on the banks of thl' Periys.­
palayam river with hi~ wife Baviini . E very morning abe 
used to bathe in the river, and bring back water for tl18 
use of tht> household. But she Dr-ver took flny vessel 
with her in which to bring tho water 1wml', fOl' shf> was 
so chaste that shC' hnd acquireri power to form a wn.ter­
pot ont of th{> dry river ~a.[J{1, antI carl'y the water home 
in it. But one day. while bathing, she saw the' reRection 
of tbe facf' of tIll' sKY-,!.:'orl Indra in the water, anll 
could not help anmiring it When !lhl' rei urllod to the 
hank of the river flnn trirn tn form h AT waf,f:>T-p"t out of 
sand as 11>1118.1, !.O ito cou ld n fit dn qo, for her aomiraLion 
of lnelra. had ruined her power, anel she went home 
sailly to fetch a brass water.ve!'l'lnl. Her husband saw 
her parrying t,hi!" to tht> river, and at, on('e J;llspecterl her 

of unchalltity, and, calling hL'i Ron, orderpd him to strike 
off her heAd with a sword. It Wll!'l in vain that the Ron 

tried to avoid mRtricide. He had tn obey. but he was 
80 agitated by hi"! feelings thnt, when at last he J'ltruck 
at his mother, hfl cut off not only her head but that of a 
le&lher.dre~!"E'r'8 wife who WIlS standinO" noa.r. The two ." 
bodies lay side by ~irle. The rishi was so pleased 
with hig son's obedience that be promised him nny favour 
that he should ask, but he WAS ~ery angry when the 
Bon at once beggE'd that his motber might be restored 
to life. Being compelled to keep his word, he told the 
son that, if he put his mother's head on her trunk, she 
would again live. The son tried to do 80, but in his 

• 1:1 ... XQ.I. BlIll., v, I, llXle. 
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haste took up the head of the leatber-dresser's wife 
by mistake, and put it on Bavani's body. Leather­
dressers are Besh eater~, and so it comes about that on 
the dsys when h~r !~stiyal is celebrated, DavAni-now a 
goddess-longs for meat, and thousands of sheep. goa.ta 
and fowls must be slain nt her shrine." 

The v/)ws, which are performed at thllfestiva.l, are as 
follows:-

(1) Wearing a garment of wargoBa leave3. or 
wearing no ordinary garment, and carrying \l lighted 
la.mp macl~ of rice-fiour on the head. 

(2) Cllrryin~ a pot" uecorated with flowers and 
margas&. lea.ves, 1'ound the telll p/t!. 

(3) Going wund tha temple, rollwg on the 

ground. 
(4.) 'l'hrowing &. live fowl un to tLtt top of the 

temple. 
(5) Throwing a cocoanut in Iront, prostrating on 

the gtou~d in saluta tion, going 100'Ward suvoral paces and 
aga.i n throwing the cocoanut, ami repcati.ug tiltt vrocedure 
till three Ci l'CDits of the tem"la have hoen made. 

(6, iliving "Votive offerings of the idol Parasure.ma, 
cradle with ba.by waua of clay or wood, e tc., to bring 
offspring to the childless, b' lc(;e~~ ill a Jaw suit, or busi. 
Db3S trSJlsacLion, and other good luck. In addition a 
pongal (boiling rice) has to be offered, snd by some a 

sheep or goat is sacrificed. 
If a vow bas beeu mada on beblllC of 8. sick cow, the 

animal is ba.thed in the river, clad in margosa ieuolI, and 
ledronnd the temple. The leaf-wearing Yew is resorted 



to by the large majority of the devotees, and performed 
by men, women, and ohildren. '.chose belonging to the 
more respectable classes go through it in the tlsrly 
morning, before t.he crowd has conected in its tens 
of t,honsands. 'l1he leafy garment.R are purchased from 
hawker!!, who do a brisk trade in the sale thereof. The 
devotees have to pa.y a very modest fee for admis8ioll 
to the temple precillcts, and go round the FJhrint) three or 
more times. Concerning the Periyapalayam festiva.l 8. 

recent writPf observes that "th~ diHLintJtivtJ feat.ure is 
that the wOI'l!hippcr!lllre clad in If'aves. in.'it.6l1d oi wearing 
ordina.ry clot hiug. The devotees are bound to wear a 
garment ruadt> of fresh mal'gosa twigs with their leaves. 
This garment is called vepansilai. It consists of 8. string 

three or four yanl:. long, from which depend, at interva.ls 
of two to three incher, apart, twigs measuring about two 
feet in length, and forming a fringe of foliage. 11bis 
string being wound severa,l times round the waist, the 
fringe of leave!; forms e. kilt or short petticoat, which 
not only oovers the body suitably. but also looks pic­
tw'esque in its sylvlW style. Men are content to wear the 
kilt, but women wear also <lround their nt"ck. 8 similttr 
garment, which forms a sbort cloak reaching to the 
waist. rr o impress on devotees toe imperative obligation 
imposed on them to wear the leaf garment in wor­
shipping the goddess, it is said that a young lDarried 
woman, beiDg without chldreD, made a vow to the goddess 
that, on obtaining a SOn, she would go on 1\ pilgrimage 
to Periyapalayam, and worship her in accordance If'ith 
the ancient rite. Her pra.yer having been &D.s'W'er.,d, ahe 
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gave birth to a son, and 'went. to Periyapalayam to fulfil 
her vow. When, however, it was tillle to undress and put 
on the vepansilai. her modesty revolted. Unobserved 
by her party, she secretly tied a small oloth around hPI" 
wa.ist, beloTe putting on the vepansilai. Ho attired, db. 
went up to t he pagoua. to wor~hip. On Keeing her 
coming, the wrrlble goddess detecteu her decf>it, ana; 
wa.xing wroth, sot the woman's leut' dress all ablazt!, and 
burnt her RO severely tha.t she died." At a. f(Jstiva\ to 

the village goddess at Kudligi in the Hellary district, 
thA proces'iion is, Mr. F.~wcl;ltt tells us, headed by u 
Midiga. naked sav*, fot' a few margosa leaves. The 
wearing of these leave" on the occasion of festivals in 
honour of Mariamma is u. very geueraJ custom through_ 
out Southern India. 



DEFORMITY AND MllTILATION. 

h his "hUla book* .. on fa.~hiollg in deformity, or alter­
ation of some part of the body from its natural form, Sir 
W. FlolVer says that "some of them hav~ beeD asso­
ciated with religions or super~tition s observa.uces; some 
11M been laguely th,HJght to be hygiouic in motive; 
most have some relation to conventiona.l standards of 
improved perilonal a~pe al'nnc'1.n As simple examrles of 
the la'it in SUlithcrn Indi tt. may be IDcHlsnto.lIy noted the 
bea.uty spots daubed on th l' fUJ'eLeaus of villager" on t.he 
occa.sion of a feqtivai WIth sandal-paf;tc or brl~ht a.nitio 
powders, or with tll", pm"ple juice of the fruit of E tt(/en ia 

.AmIJtfialta l1Y tho Toon women of the Nilgiris. Among 
some classes, the fema.l es cut discs out of the 8hining 
green elytra of a buprestid beetle, and stick them on ~ 
their fOI'~helLds as boauty m[l,.rk~ iUl'-t ead of the more 
usual kunkam (tut'moric , or ':Ita rch coloured with aniliu 
dyes) or santhu (black paste ma.de of charred ragi or 
othf'.r millet) 'r lll1 W-IO of black antimony (surma. ) or 
IfLmp black. a s a cosmetic for the eyelilb , and improving 
the complexion by smearing the face wit,b turmeric, 
are very widespread among ft'ma.las, So, tOOt among 
Muha.mmadan men, is dyeing the nails and hair red with 
henna leaves (Lawson£a. alba). 

Thinking that it will give their husba.nds increase or 
Y8&t'8, women freely bathe themselves in turmeric water, 

• F .. hIOO u. Deiorlllitl (Nature UlliN), lila!. 



which iR ma.t(Jhle~s. in b('IlOnciA.i offectR. The nse of. 
WtltCl" in which turmel'ic hR~ been l[lfnsed, by whioh 
t hey givo to T he whole body f\ bright yellow or gold t.lolour. 
is prescribed to wive!'! n~ a mark of t he conjugal 8ta~ 

and fOl'bidden to \Vjdow~.· Some CIl~llrege women (Vak .. 
knliga, Kuruba, HoJ eYH, etc. ), like the ~lala.ys, cODlJider 
blachlleu teeth to he mmp beautiflll than whitf'. 1.'_ 
·"tuinin g pro{'e<;~ 19. cnnie(l Ollt beft,r,. puberty iR l'eRch4lff.: 
Th~ girl, whose t cC'th arE' to hI) colonT'orl. f\o ftons the 

gllllN. and re moyes tht! tartar. by suekill g lime.juice. 
1'111' pa<;te, which cODsi'!ts of a mixtut'e of myrabolams 
(fruit of Terminal /a) , <m lphllte of iron, cl/teb, pods of 
A ra"i,/ arfl61:/'a , and fweCil nut, is then appliod. Its 
application i ~ said to produco intense pam, and the 
girl may hove to lio lo w for sevC!J'nl da.\'s. Rometimes 
lVomen of Ih(' higher clMo,('" "tam lhoil· teeth in the SA me 

• rua.nner, when thC''y get ]oo~(', or wh.-n they Rll ffer (rom 

tooth-ache. The wea.I'inA' of heavy brA :;:'~ nrm]pts ~om8· 
tImes gi\res rise to ex tens ive Rare"! ami cicatrices. 
Boring t}1O nostrils hnd belix of t,h!' ('ar for the insertion 
of precious j ewtJls Sdt in gold, hra.ss nnd bNLrl ornaments. 
Itlmple brass rmgs, and hOOpi or pioce'! of stick. like 
ma:tches, is widely resorte<l r.o. The cartilage at the oar 
of f\ Khond girl is pierced. and, until she is officil\lly 
married, !lhe wenfe in the 110[("s long piccps of graBs. 

After ml"rriage, bra.ss rings a l·o !!\1 bstituted . In Coorg 
tho carpenter bas the exclu'li VB privilege of piArcing the 
ears for ornaments. At the ce remony of investit~re of 

• 'Ella, Kunl. 



II. Mysore Holeya witb t~ mnsica.l instrument which 
U1 the hlldge of priestly rank in hi~ caste, the officiat,ing 
Bairagi borell a hole :n hi s right f'Qr with a needle, 
and trom the punctured wound two drops of blood fall 
on the gronnd . 

The cuqtom of calling a nflwly-hofn child, nfter the 
parent. hils lost a first honl Of more in quccf'ssion, by an 
opprobrious name IS common amon~8t IDf\ny casteq 
III Southern f mlia, lllclnclill ~~ (, V('11 Muhammadans, 
Knppu ::.wfimL (= SIl' dUll~heR p) IS nne o( the rommoncst 
nRmes for stlch I'}uldren, a.nd they Imve the dIstinguish ­
ing mal'k of a plPrceu no~tL'l1 and ear (on the right side) 
... ith a knob of gold III It · Bometlmes a. woman, who 
bas lost R chI ld , wIlen <;ho is ~gain pregnant, makes a 
vow that the child, when born, 'lball be na.med after the 

"god or goddes" (Sriniva.~!l. or AlameJu) at Tirupa.ti. The 
infRnt i~ a.ccordingly ta.k('n to the Til'upatl temple, where 
its bair is removed, and the lobe of the ear pierced . 
Some of the melTLber~ of the Kmattll clan of Na.yare, 
who ('all theDl selv~ PHdillfiYIrILttil (oue of ten thou­
sand) pierce tho flars, but Dever wear earrings ,t A 
Nayar was noticed by Mr Fawcett, whose right nostril 
was slit vertically, aR if fnr the insertion of 8. jewel. 
Hia mother hfld miscarri('rl III her first pregnancy, RO, 

according to custom, he, tne child of her second 
pregnancy, had had his nose slit In the Mysore 
provinc9, the custom of boring the right sidA of the 
nostrils of children, whORe elder brother or sister died 

- ----------
• B.a,B. lad, A.nt,. 11, 1880, 
t 1', J'."oou., Jlr.4rM Jlu-.-B~I, III.1SlOl, 
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800D after i.heir birth, prevails. Such children are 
calledgundn (rock), kana. (stoUtl), hucba (Lunatic), tip,. 
(dung-hill). The last name is gi~cn after some robbiab 
from a duug.hill has hoen brought ill a sieve, and the 
ohild placed in it.-

Mutilation itS a ea.ns of .. improving II personal 
ap-pearnnce reach~8 its highest point in dilatAtion of 
the lobes of the ears, whioh, it has been sUllgosted. was 
ol-iginaUy adopted in InniA for the purpose of rooeiv ing 
8. 80Jar disc. or thA fo11owing now I am indebted to 

~ Canon A. Margoschi8, of th~ S.P.G. Mission, Tinnevolly, 
who is a. practical authority on the subjeot. I< To 
produce this artificial deformity." he writes, H is the work 
of eu of the Koravar caste, whose occupat ions aro bird~ 

catching and baskelrmakiug. Ou or about tbMltird da1 
aOer birth, the troublm; or a famale beg· fo~tJte ohftd'. 
ears must, be operated on, and for .fbi ~urpose., 
knife with a trinngula.r blade is used. Sometimes the 
ooremouy is postponed until tlle child is sixteen d.,.. 
old. Among the Hindus a ' good da.y • is selected. and 
Christia.u~ cboose Sanday. The point of the knife is 
ron through the lobo of the r until the bladf: llae 
peDelrated for hall an inch or its length. Both ea.n are 
cut, f\nd 8 piece of cattail-wool is placed in the woundll, 
to keep the cut poliions dilated. Evory other day ~ 
Karavar most change the wool, Rod incrot:UW tho qU&D.titl' 
;ottaduced. U the Bares fflster, .. dressing is 11800 of 
castor-oil and huma.n milk in equa.l parts, a.nd, if there it 
much nppuratioD. an astriugoo~ such as tamarind juice 

47 
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lotion, is used.- The out lobes will take not lees tbau a 
month to heal. and for the",hole of that time the pr~ 
of dilatation is COlltinn.ed by passing ~oltgh the loDes 
pledgets of cotton-wool, increasing gra.tlually in size. 
After the wounds have heAled, pisteR of cotton cloth are 
rolled ~p (plate XX V J. and placed in the \0000 in,tead of 
the ootton-wool; and this is done for a. few days only, 
when. Jewen rings aro BU bstit1?ted, which a.re addec\. to in 
number until as many as six or oight rings a.re in each ear. 
These dra.g the lobes down more and more, anfl, by tbe 
time the infa.nt is a year old, the process of elongating 
the lobes is complete in 80 far as the acute stage is con­
cerned, and aU that 1s neoossary a.fterwards is to leave 
the loa.den rings in the eat's, a.nd to let the elollgM.ed 
lobes grow as tLe ohild grows. Instea.d of keeping a 
large numher of riug3 in the ears, they I\re meLted down 
into two heavy, tlri..,k rings, which 8.1'0 kept in the ears 
until the girl is twelve or thirteen years old, a.nd by 
that time the acme of beauty will have been atfained !to 

far as the ears are concerned, because the JaM will 
reach down to the shoulders 00 each 8i~ Thie is 
perfect iou, and reminds one of the man M one of the 
illaoPs uOQ.r Now Guinua., the lobes of who~e cars had 
beeu couvel'ted into graa.t pendent ring:; of skin, through 
which it was possible to pa.ss ilie arms.. The fees for 
tbe opera.tion are 10 an.oas to Rs. 1-1-6. The custom 
described prevai ls nmoug the following castes: Velllll\B, 
ShAnar!, Maru.vaus, Paravans, shepherds, dyers, taiion, 
oUmongere, PaUas, a.nd Paria.hs. The f&ma.1es of the 

- 1'\0-.0, .... 
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Dilated Ear-lobes. 



.~ __ lRoman Oatholio fi.h.r eaoIe) AI'O ""I0Il 
~;the longest eRt'S, and it»1" weRring the beaned 
moet expensive golden ear jewels mf'de or ao •• ''';lraI') 
Ordioar)' ear jewels cost Rs. 200, bllt. beavy jewel. 
worth Re. 1,000 and even more. The longer the eart, 

the more jewels caD bo uRed, and this Rppoar8 l.o be 
rationale of elonga.ted eara. In former days men alIo 
bad long ara, but it is now reserved for the men whA 
play tb. bo .. aud bell. at demon dn~OO8. With regard 
to the prevalence of this custom of manglillg the halllUl 
body. Uld the possibility of its gro.dual rtUDovl.l 1 the 
roLasioll8.ries, espeoWly in Tino8volly, have all u.long beta 
tba llternest foes of the blu.·hlU'ity. In one ~ 
8tlboolalon8. consisting of 224 girls, tllOr8 are 163 wit.lI 
sbort ears, so that. only 69 havo them elongated. ~ 
of tbe 165. no less than 6J have b:ld their lOlli_ 
operated on and cut. short at tho mission ho~pi"', 
t.hi. they have OOD.!eutea to 1\8 Q. voluntary act:. Aa 
Wei onoo the fashion to have long eal'l, 811d a mark 
1"8Ipeotability, ftO DOW the converse is true. Until ..... 
lut t.wenty Jusrs, if a woman be.d short ee.re, ,he .... 
asked if .be was • danoing girl (de.a-diisi) 1>0<1&01", 

.lasa hptlheir ears nn\ural. Now, witb tbe .hull!\! 
caatome all !'OWld, even dancing girlB are found witll 
...... Muhammadan women have t.heir 68J'8 

J'OnDd the outer edges, and as mRlly as twenty or 
aYe riDp. of iroa or gold, lU'e inscrted in the IF-; ~ 
a...1.beo .... not elongated. The artificial deI8rmiai 
\be boar _ ..... various pb .... in dill'oreat JIIil't, 04 1M 
worlil. ...a we haTe but 10 rolor 10 th. -U ,.. III tile 
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Cbinese; the Battening of the skull of intants.,.among the 
North American Indians, and' tba piercing auf} elongation 

• • I \. 

o[ the upper lip' l,\mongs~ certain, tribils in Centl'tli Ail'je&. 

In ull casos those nro a.ttempts to iU?-p-l'ove upon nature. 
!lnd t,he results are a,s.".·ev..olting as they &I'e of ton gllastly 
and oruel. The torture inflicted upoll Lelpless 'ramil 
babes is so cruel tha.t it, woltld bo bamantl and. righteous 
tor Govcr.nment to inl,erfere, and abolish long ears. The 
numbel' of p~'sons 8ufi'eling f,'om dea.fness a.na chronic 
diacburgC"s fl'om the eal' is vcry considerably increased in 
con3l}C}uence of the ba.rbQl'ity described above." 

In oonnection with f,ue pmctice of dilating r.he Jobes 
of the etHS among tho Kallalls of the Madura district, 
Mr. J . g , Nelson \Hites * that Of bot.h males and 'fl3males 
are ncoustomed to stretch to the utmost. poss ible limit 
the lobes of their ears . The unpleasa.nt disfigurement is 
effooted by the mother boring the ears of her baby, and 
iuserting beavy pieces of metal, generally lead. into the 
apertures. The eff~t so produced is very wonderful, and 
it is not at flU Ulll!ommou to see the ears of 1\ KaHan 
hanging on his shoulders. 'When violently angry. a 
KaHan will ~omotimes toar in two the attenuated strips 
of Hosh, which constitute his ea.rs, expecting thereby to 
compel his ndv~rsary to do likewise as a. Rort of an amende 
honorable: and a.HercatioDs bt,tween women constantly 
lead to one or both parties baving the ears violently 
pulled asunder. And formerly. where a Kalla girl WI\9 

deputed, as frequontly happened, to guide a stranger in 
safety through a. Kalla tract, if a.ny of her caste-people 
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attempted to ·o(fer viol~Dco to her oharge in spit.o of her 
protesi.a.tiou,s, '~he woiil~ "immodia.~ly too.r open one of 
her ears, aod. run offat fuJi speed to hC'f home to complain 
o! what had beerr dons. And the result of her complaint 
was invariably v. s8ntell ce to t.l\fl Il1fect that. the oulprits 
should have both tJleir ears torn in ox piation of their 
breach of the by-laws of the forE'~t.." 

'rhe roHowing rules, which wore rOI'merly drawil tip 
• by Kal1o.ns, UlIder compuision by tiwir serv8.Itts, are 

distinctly quaint. 
(1) If a Kallan lost a tooth through p. blow given 

by his mMLer, the latter was Lo be fined t.en Kiili chwams 
(coin). 

(2) If a KaHan had his (>8J' torn under puuishmOllt, 
his matloor must pay a. fine of six chnkrams. 

(ti) 1f a KaUau had b.id: skuU fracttu'ed, hia ma.stcr 
rnllST.o pay thirty chakrams, 01' in default have his own 
skoJl fracturttd. 

(4) If a KaUan had his arlll or Jeg broken, his 
wu.st..er must pay a fine of twenty chakrams, give the 
injured man (I certain amount of grain, cloths, elc" and 
likewise gra.nt him in fee-simple 88 much nanjey (wet 
cultivation) land 8S could be sown with a kalam of seed, 
and two kurukkams of punjey (dry cultivation) 1a..nd. 

(b) U a KaUan. were killed, his IIlnater wust.. pay a 
fine cf one hundred chakrams, or in dttfatdt be [Jut at tho 
mercy of the mUC'dered man's rela.tives. 

I t is recorded in the Cuddapah ManuaJ that a Ycru"kala 
came to a cerlain villa.ge. and. ulider tho pretence of 
bogging, ascerlaiDed which women wore valuable jewels, 
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aDd whetb,er.e hUl~bandR Qf any sucb were employed 
at night in the Selda. In the night hE" returnerl, antl, 
~oing to the bouae he had previously mftrked, suddenly 
snatohed up the sleeping woman by t,hs gold eRr.ring she 
wore with such violence as to lift op the woman, and in 
such JJ. way as to wrench off the lobe of the ear. In 8. 

1'-8.86 of '&S'58.ult, with robbery committed in 1901 in the 
outskirts of Salem town by some Koravars on an old man, 
the lobo of his ear wa.s cut. off in oriter to r'3mOV6 his 
eaT~ring. A D('W form of hon"e-robbery bas heen recE'ntly 
started by the KOl'avaQ Tb~y mark down the r<>sidonce 
of a. woman, whose jewels Ilru worth !ltealing, and lurk 
outside the houqe before dawn. Tllen, when the woman 
comes out. as is t,h(> C'1I '>tom, hef{lr6 the men BTl' Rtirring. 
they snatch hor ear-rings and other ornament!', and are 
gone bofore ~n alarm can bt· raised. Recently, in a. fight 
between two wom{'n III Ma.dras, one bit off the lobe 
of the car of tho other. In a report on the Coim. 
batore dl~ptmsary, 18.52, Mr. Porteous meotions that he 
treated within tIll' year "lacerated wounds on eight 
out.. llnd niHe in.patients, all thAse formed cases of 
criminal process, and were a.1l inflicted by tearing off 
~ nrna.men~ forcibly." ., 

· 1f.Mr. (now Sir) F. A. Nicholson, who W'as some years 
ago stationed at Rammid in the Madura district. tells me 
thflot the young Maravan princesses used to come and play 
in his garden, and, 8S they ran races, hung on to their 
ears, lest the heavy ornaments should rend a.sunder the 
filamentous fla.r lobes. 
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Among the female Tiyans of Malab~e practice 
of dila.ting t.he lobes of the ears prevails, though the 
deformity is not carried to Ruch au extreme length as iD 
Maifura. and Tinnevel1y. The operation is performed, 
when the chi ld is Ii few months or a year old, either by 
goldsroitho or by a~t.rologers caJl6d Pannikar in South 
and Kanisan in Nort.b Malabar. Tht' lobe is pierced with 
a gold pin or thorn, and a. tht'('ad inserted to prevent the 
wannd from closing up. The ear if! dressed dllily with 
bUlter. After a. week or two tho thread is replaced 
by a thin plug of wood, and subsequontly grH.dual dile,.. 
tation is eITsotto by means of pith soaktd in water to 
make it swell. Further dilatRtion is effected by means 
(If solid wooden ornamentR, or rollfl of lead or cadjaD. 

W ritil1g ;0 tho sixtt'E'oth ctmtury connerning the 
Nayru·g of Lbo west, coast, C:e~ar Frodol'ick stat.eR - tha.t. 
co thE' Nairi and their wives USf> for a bl'a.ene to make 
great holes in their ca r('S, and 90 biggn and wide that it, 
19 incredIble, holding th:i~ opinion, that the greater the 
boles bee, the more noble they O'it!'eme themselves. " 
had Ipave of OUll of them to measure the (:ircumferenoe 
of one of them with a thrr'1ul, and within that. circum_ 
ference I put my arme l1p to the shoulder, clothed aa._ 
was, so thnt in effect. tbl',Y are monfl.f.rOU8 great. 'I;'h4i< 
they doe ms'ke t hem when t ht·y be litl.'ll, for then the, 
open the eare and ha.ng a piece of gold or Ipsd therea.t,. 
and within the opening, iD tht' holf' thPy put & Certain". 
leafe that they 11&\'e for that purpo!!e, whioh m8keth the 
hole so great." Further, Ralph Fitch, writing about the 
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inh'bitants ot" \Jachin, states· that u the meA be of a 
reasonable flta.tnre; the womC'D litlc j all black, \nth a 
cloth bOUDo. about t.heir middle hanginf" down to their 
hammes ; an the r{'st of th(>lf bodif'R be naked: they have 
horrible g rof\t care~ with many rings sot with pearlt's l~nd 
stones." 

Allusion may next be mndo to t,he widespreail custom 
of tattooing t.he skin. In a paper on ta-tlnniug (01' 
tatuing) r ond at the A utlll'opo!ogicaJ 1 osti! at", ;n January 
1888, Mi~s Rucklal l!l f ('f('f 'l \0 fhl) prarticL' of tattooing 
among t.he Nagao:; of A"lSfl.m. aml to thA tattooing of 
breeches, reanhing from lll (, \, fli:;t to the kni'o, with 
which the malo BllI'ma.n ig ndornf'(l. Hilt. in tile map 
illustra.fing tlw papor, I\'nimntlar Tm1ia, t!outh of 20", 
is left ft. perfpct aurl ab.;;ol.ll o hlank. Ami, in th.., dis· 
oussion which follow(',t tlltl rpadim:!; of the paper, Colonel 

Kincairll, l'!;'{'og-uising tl,f' hiat LIS, r01rl!ll'kpd Umt " his 
obstlrvati'ln lod him to b!'\1iC'v(! tlHlt this custum i~ wide 
spread on the (\rms aud logs among tho womeD of the 
lower castes of tho 'ramil, etc" races in tho south and 
Bouth'(":l.st of th(' penillsnla." 

Of t~l.ttooing an ad mirable <lPt:1ilod account is 
given in the Mysoro c{m"u~ report, 1901. Tbcfollowing 
nato Oll the pl'ac:lCe (If tattnoing, as carriad "on iu th~ 
city of Madra!:! . is mainl y ha~ed on informa.tion oEJtracted1

' 

in : the C'lUrse of i ntel~\'ie'i\- R with professiona.l fem~ , 
tattooers, of whom thE' first arriv(>d in a cOll~ion of 

maudlin intoxic'ttion, TIIf'se women belong tol i+r 
class of Kornvas. or Yerukalas, /. a vagrant tribe func 

• HlIkllllt'1 V01~. Gla.gow EdiUOII, 19()ol. 
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throughout the Madr8.3 Presidency, who wander aboQt · 
the oountry in gfJUg~ •. selling basi:ets, carrying _It, 
tel ling fortunes, and pilfering and robbing whenever 
an opportunity occurs. As house. breakers they ar'fl 
especia.lly expel'l, and burglary is Llwir favourito crime.". 
The men are :lilso QmployetJ 111 hun Ling, hird.sual·ing, .ana 
as netol's or lIative plays, which they perform on the 
road-side. Sometimes they masquerado as nlPndicant.s, 
and go a bout, beating a drum, and begging from house 
to bOllse in the baziir. From the Polic~ records I gather 
;hat a gang of this th Ief Cl.H~ cH,mped in a certain spot 
in the Vi1.:l.gapat.'\m dIst rict fu r more than two months. 
The woml'Jj wellt, abollt bog~illg. a nd effecting an tmtrance 
into r6lipectahie hOllfl.es by tattooing girls . Tbe ' gang 
then ~udde illy disapptlarpd . f< Both m el1 and women of 
t he Korava class wwu' tattoo marks of circ ulal' or semi~ 

ci l'cullU' form ou their foreheads and fo re'1I'ms. 'Vhen 
they are once cOllVictecl, they f'u largu or alter in Burnt'! 

other way the tattoo ruark:'l 0 11 their forearms, so that 
they may ruffer from the previ ous descriptive marks ~f 
idtlnt.ificatiou entered hy t,he Police ill their 'Iearch books 
and other recorda." t 

The female tatt..oott rs leave ,jfanras during the harvest 
season, and pay prOftM'Il(Hla\ 'visi t~ to the neighbouring 
districts; travell ing as far B." Pondich(>J'ry ill the south 
'ed C.ddapab in the north, By the '!!£' women Brihrn8.ns, 
8U.dral of all classes, Paro.iyans, and Tamil.8pe~king 

Xu'ammadans (Lfl.bbals) are operated 0 11. The patterns 
, -- - -- - -- -

• lladru CeDI.' Rttport, 1891 
t P. r.llpa Bao Xailh, H_torr ot Kall'll" . ,. TIU&~'" UIOO. 
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range from It. dot or straight line to complex geometrical or 
conventional designs. Figures of wild animals ure Dot 
mot wit,h, but scorpions, bird~, fishes, flowers RDd the 
VaishnavA. seet mark are common. 80, too, are the init,ials 
or name in Tamil characters on the forearm. Sometimes 
Hindu 1nA-les are tRt,too('d, as an nmURement, when hays, 
or, in somo ca.ses a.mong the lower classes, when j::p'own 
up. ~ Fat' cXl\mple, many Plllayan men in Tra.vllncorc 
nre ta.tt,ooed on the forehead with a et'o~cent and circular 
spot, and tho "'ulns of Chingloput, with a vertical stripe 
along tho midrl\ e of tho f()r{\h ~arl. The Chakkiliyan 
roon of Ma.ilra.~ arc very fmely tattooorl , Dot only on the 
foreherul, but, also wit.h their name, conventional devices, 
nancing girl.;;, otc., on tho ch ost. ann t1ppot cxLrcmitws. 
Tho followinl-! information was suppliod by a Tamil 
man, with a European b:tllet-girl tat.tooe" on his Ilppcr 
arm, who wa.'J engagod in \·arnishing cases in one o! t1Je 
museum gallories. "Sarno years a.go I went to Ceyl~n 

with a native th~atricl\l company. Whilo in Colo~ I . 
man!;) the a.cquaintance of a Sinhalese who was a 
profC3sional ta.ttooer. He had &n album of patterns. I 
was at.tracted by their beauty, and suhjectcd mysclf to 
the opera.tion. It was an ca~y 8.nd painless operation 8S 

compared with tha.t of th(' Madras tattooer. The Sin­
ha.lese man hOO tho needieR tieJ together in 8 different 
wa.y, e.g' l for pricking straight lines five or six needles 
a.re tiod together in n row; for pricking curves the 
naerll!tB are arranged in a curve. The Ms.dra.'! tatt008t' 

has the needles arranged in a. bundle, a.nd the operation, 
as perfol'merl with t.hem, is painful, and sometimes 
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followed by swelling and ulceration:' Asked whether 
htl wns glad he bad been tattooon, he replied tbat, when 
he got married he was asbamod of it, lllld kept it hidden 
by his cloth. Ono result of emigration to Burma. 1s that 
'l'ami! men sometimes returu from that country tattooed 
with elaborate devices worthy of the tattoooo nobleman 
iu a buoth at a race-meeting. 'l'htl Eurasian body being 
envelovOO in clothes, it was lJ ot till they stripped. before 
me f aT tho purposes of autJlropouwtry that I became 
aware how }Jrevalsut tIle practice of tattooing is among 
the male members of the community. Nearly all the 
hundred and thirty men whom [ eX:1miuud were, in fact, 
tattooed au the cll£'st, uppor ur~s, forearms, wrists, back 
or the hauds. or shoulders. The followiug lU'e a few of 
the devices ill bIlle, with occasionall'eJ, ftlconlttd in my 
notes :-

Queen A.lex.nlJdra. 
Steam-boal. 
aallet.girl. 
FJowE:'rs in a vot" 
The word f )1 UTCY '. 

Royal arm~. 
Crown and flags. 
Cro8-s and anchor. 

Wa.Uf>au ilipphel'doss. 
llurmuse lady. 
EI£Jl'ila.nt. 
Sailing hoat. 
llii tiu.ls uf inamorata. 
ScorlJioll. 
Cros!iuc\ I)wordl:l. 

Bra.colct~. 

Dancing girl. Lizard. 
Hea.rt and cross. llugles. 

Many of the Reman ·Catholic HurasUtus of Malabar hav~ 
a bird tattoOed on their forearm!'! as the emblem of 
the Holy Ghost. And, in like maimer.. some Syrian 
Christians are tattooed with the sigu of the cross 
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Among native females the parts of the body selflM,ed 
for the operation Rre the arm, fore-leg, forehe1ld, cheeks, 
and chin. But 8ometilaes, in C8.'J6S of muscular p&in or 
other disorder, the opera.tion is p~rfOrll,)ed as a. remedial 
agent over t,he shoulder' joint, or on the thi~h, or other 
parts of ilia body. A. leg-end rl1n s to the effect that, 
many yoars ago, a Paraiyan woman wished ber upl'Sr arms 
and chest to be tattooed in the- form of a bodice. The 
operation was successfully performed until tile region nf 
the he~rt was reached, and then [~ vuh]ern,bl~ part was 
punctured by the DE'edltll-l. wi th tile result t.hat the woman 
died. Whence has arisen a superstitious ouji'lctiOD to 
tattooing of the breast:... 'l'att.oOlllg is 8omet.ime~ a. sign 
that puberty has beeu reacheu. 

'rhe Talllil equivalent of tattooing i~ pachai-kuthu­
kirathu. 01' pricking with green. The ma.rking ink is pre­
pared in the following maneer. Turmeric (kappa manja) 
powder and agat.hikirai (leaves of ' .... 'esiH1 hia graftdijlora) 
are ru bOOd tog't'theT in a mortar or on a grinding stone, 
The mixture is spread on a thin oloth, a ad rolled up in the 
form of a wick, which is placed in an open lamp charged 
with castor-oil. The wick is lighted, a.nd the lamp 
covered with a new earthen pot, on the inside of which 
the lamp black is deposited. This is scraped off, and 
mixed with human milk. or water. Instead of agathi­
kirait arugampillu (green parlq of C!lnado71 J)utt!Jlon) or 
k.arisirangka.oi (Eclipta alba) ma.y be used in the prepara­
tion of the wick. As a. pricking instrument, three or 
more sewing needles are fastened together with thread. 
In the performance of the operation. the pattern, ,elected 
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from the dirty buwlle of dl'~'Wings on pfl!,ll l", i:i first 
traced on t.he skin with a hlnuL- ~tick dipped in the 
prepared ink, which i~ }JJ'i ck~d in with the noedles. The 
part is then washed with eolt! wflter , and a coat of ink 
rubbed over the surfaco. To alloy t he vain, oil is ap plied, 
and a small qna ntiLy of turmeric powder ig ,·ubbet.l in, to 
brightt>n the colou r and !Jr8vent swelling. The Korava 
women, being illiterate, arc ullable to taUoo iuitials or 
names unless they are first. draw n fort lll'm. Thoy are able 
to execute the complicated pattel'us., with whif'h theyal'e, 
from long practice, familia.l', with l'OJ lsidf'rahlo J c xterity, 
fwd will tattoo any patt.ern which is new to thAm, 
provided that it is firstul'awu . The woman who (}('scribod 

the tattooing process t,o mo traced out \'oryelaborate 
patternii with groat rapidity wit.h the hlullt stick which 
she was s.ccustomcd to uso, bUL C!t) uld mako uo way at 
all with a pencil. The Hurm('~e vatkrll~ ftl'u, It'l already 
indicated, far more artistic, vlIripd, 81H l comvli('a.t,(>d thall 
t hose executed by Kol';l. va.~; lw ci sorno of theRe patterns 
are now lwing copied by the MHuras tat.toners. l"'e 
tattooer's f(>c is sa id to range f!'om a Ijllart('r-flllDR for a 
dot or lina to twelve I'Innna tor ;~ rornpl ('x dpsign. And 
in up-country villages payment appeArs to lie mado in 
kind. and a present of ric£' t.o 11j, the IlillAl ronlllDeration. 

A Kuncha Korava tattooer wuman, whom I int-er­
viewed, kept ber needles and drawing stick in a hollow 
bamboo, and the marking mixtul'e in the R~o(lped out fruits 
of the baal (L'EgleMo'''InI'IQs) and palmyra palm (Bm'atll1U 

fla'6eUifef')' The hot wea.ther, she said. is more lavoar­
a.ble thaD the cold SP8.son for the operation, 8S the swe1ling 
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is loss To check Wllich she applied a muturc of lamp­
oil, t urmeric, and avarai (J}oli" hfJS LabJ.ab) leaves. 

T:tllooiug doos 1I0t find any favour wir.h North 
'1'r.lV611COrc Nayurs. 1t is only in thl" case of Niyar 
woruen liviug to the south of Quilon tha.t the custom 
s('oms to prevo.il. Somo accounts trnce it to the 
influenco of n Moghlll Sir'dar, who invaded l'ravancore 
in 16S0 A.D. 

In a recelli, ~lIiiclo · Mr. Hisl oy identifies the tattooed 
ul.eign'l of t,lm Di'jmL'i of .Jtly-porH a~ -being related to 
the l'cligion n.nd mythology of the tribe; totems j I\nd 
havillg rofm'cncc to tIlUi r tra.dition nl avoca.tions. 

Awong tho 'L'odas at tho Nilgiri s, the operation i ~ per­
formed by an ehlerly woman. Women only are tattooed, 
Bud, it iR 'l8id, tllt'y must have borne une 01' more 
chIldren. Girls are, bowen'r, occasionally tattooed Softer 
rl'acbillg pul>erty, but before giving birth to ohildren. 

And I have seen Sl'Vl'I'al multiparoo, iu whom tbeabseuce 

of tattoo marks was I'xpJainoo on the ground tbat th~y 
were too poor to {lffor<! thu tl'Cponso of the operation, 
Or t,lIat they were> always suckling or pregnant-condi­
tions in which the openl.tion would not, it w!l.:ISllid, be free 

from danger. The dots and circles on the chest, ba.ok, 

a.rms, and legs, of which tho simpl£' devices are made up. 
are marked out with lalup-black mado into e. paste with 
water, aud the pattern is picked in with tho spines of the 
common mountain barberry (Berberis aristata). The 
Badaga. women of the Nilgiris use the spilles of Larina 
8pinaru'11~ for thE) sarno purpose . 

• 111&11. July,)9OI:. 
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I have seen a Bedar of tho Brllary distriot, who had 
dislooated his shoulder when (1, 10.(1, a.ud beon tattooed 
over the deltoid with the figure of Ibnumiin (t,h" monkey 
god) to relieve the pain. 

In the Bellary district the Liugayats havo one BaRivi 
(dedicatod prostitute) of their oastA) ill ove ry la-I'go village. 
Her initiation is carried out in the following way. "The 
ht'admen of the caste m{>(>t" and }wrform U cOl'omony 
wC'dding her to hpr caste. A tali, on which is fi~\Ir4'd n. 

bull (Nandi, Siva.'~ bull) if; tied by the vi1i:lgo Jangam or 
priest, who draws a lingn.m on a botol leaf, nnd taM,noC's 
the fignre on her upp<'r arm, over t.hc ddtoi4J, wi th juice 
of the cm:~how-nut (A"(l('(/ /'Ili llln occiriwfo/,'), 'I'hi.q i!'! 
often omitted, il,m1 !=Ihe is not marker] in {,his WilY,"· 

An interesting clIstrOm, whioh prevl\ils among tho 

Kadil-s and Mala Vedflorfl o[ thc An8imallli hill!'! and 
Travanoore, and among thnm 8010110, so far 8S I know, of 
the entire popull~tion of the India.n poninsula, is t.hat of 
chipping all 01' some of tho incisor kcth, both upper Hnd 
lower. into tho form of n. Rharp.poi nwd, but not setTated 
cone. 'l'be operation, wilich is pcrfnrllll'tl wit h a chi80I 

or bill~hook and file by members of tbH tribo skilled 
thereat on Kidir boys at the age of eighteen, ami girls 
a.t the age of ten or thereabo1lts, hM \>Pcn t.hus described. 
The girl to be operated Of] lips down , find pIncps her head 
against 1\ female friend, who holds it tightly, A third 
woman takes a sharpened bill-hook, and chips I\WIlY the 
teeth till they are shaded t.o a poiut., the girl opernt&d 
on writhing and groaning with the pain. After the 
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operation she looks dazed, and iu a. very few hours t.he 
face begiuB to swelL rain alII! swelling last fur a day or 

two. accompanied by severe headache. 1'00 Kidira 
say that chipped teeth make an ugly person look hand­
sarno, aud that oue whose teeth have not been chipped 
has teeth like, and looks like a cow. An ugly old 
Ma.la. Vedar man, who had his teeth very slightly filed. 
on being 8.'iken. why he hall not couformeri t,o the tribal 
fashion, grinned ano Raid" What beallty J was born with 
1:'1 good enough (Ot' mp." Probably tho operatiou had 
proved more tha u IH.' could -bror; or, may be. he could 
lIot afforll to pay t1lu btolol-uut a nd leaves which are the 
customary foo of 11k ti lp l', The operat.ion is performed 
wirh a ('urvod bill-hook wi t Ii a sorrated edge.- 'rho fact 
is worthy of record, as n. liuk ootween t,he inhabitants 
of Soutilern India aud Ceyloo, that deformity of the 
teeth exist!'4 a,s a tribal ('ustom among 'the Rhodia.s, of 
whom M. Deschamp~ writes as fo!l OW8.t <f J 'ai par· 
COMru Ul'UX centres i rll port,ants de Rhodias: daus ron 
j'ai l'E'mal'que la pratique dE' In mutilatioll des dents, Com­
pl~tement ignnree par l'autl'e . DaUB Ie premier, sur cinq 
ou six sujet..'! observ~s, hommes at ft!romf'3, avaient les 
incisivtls Buperi(>ures limes'! , 11011 point Bur la tranche on 
les bords inferieurs, ainsi qne Ie font beaucoup de peuples 
primitifB, maiR s ur Ill. fac6 ex lerieurt' at eur toute la 
longu~nr d'uue, deux all trois illcisives, QuelqQefoia 1& 
partie irucrioare de 10. dent ofire, en outre, un veritable 
siUun horizonteJ d'un demi it un millim~tre de creux . 

• Mr •. E~IUII' Jil ad r .. llu .oD.~ !Jull. 11. No.3, lR9i. 
t It. Deeclwzlp • . 411 P'11 d. Vedd ... C'?"1on. 1880. 
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L'epoque alaqufl lle se fait cotta mutila tion ~M, indifferente, 

mais je l' a i observee SUI' uno potltu illc de treize ans . 

La raison q u'll s me donnert' ut, de C('ttl) cout ume. pour 

diUlinuer la long-ucr du la faco, est HOll moins cUI·iou~. " 

Turning HOW f,o f:\Shio ll a..iHocia.ted with roligious or 

Bupt3rs r.. itious obser vallC'o . I t is licodl(!i'\s to di late liD the 

preval ent llillllu cUf';tom of pRi ut ili g roligiou:-; murk", or 
gmo<"l.1' ing- sacred a~hrs OIL t ho fOl'chl' ild aud othel' parts 
of the body. Nor is it necessary to e td a.rge. on oircum· 

cisiclU as pl"a.cti "ed by the Muhammada. n community . In 
connection, how l;!vel', with circatUciruolt, in the t roublous 

t im08 of tho Muham madan u ~\ll'pati un of Mysoro am] 

at the present rii~y, f;omc ill t,prr~ting fllct~ al'e wurthy of 
not ice. It. J '4 J'{>cordfl u ill t hat " t h(' Iwit-lootJ I'i'\ lakl'lI by 
the 1,'l'l'Heb in t htl H lln1l, iiJff / til t he 1l IIlILiJl ' J" uf Il Purly ~oo 

Wortl J. lIldtlu at CuddaloJ"O il l J uut), 17 1.\2. Tn A ug uSL tlJ6Y 
we l·tj cil'ii verell oval' t o H yd(' I' Ally K I IIl IJ , aod IlJarl"llr~1 to 

Bangalore. III Octo ilul' the youn gpsi , til tll !.: !llllnUer of 

51, wore S6111, t o Herill gll patam. Tlu.:il' hearls were Rbaved. 

all their th ings were t.akell from thorn, awl thoy were 
circumcised , AU \11 01'0 bonn,l on lJaradu, HIl II riugs, the 
hadge of ~ l a\lery, wtlre pu t ill li) thpiJ" Ha l ',,!. S,'voral 

EUI'opcau 1>OY8 wore l.a ug-ht da oL\illg" ill t llp couutry style 
a.nd fOl'coo to da,uce ill ff"' mal t> dl"cr.;:-; bl~fortl Tippoo." ' 
Tht: opE'rar..ion wa.'l pel,rormod, WhCII lhe vi ctim of it was 

nudl}r the influence of a narcotic called mlljum, 8ftel'"~ 

the hair had b$n .wopped by 3. bariJPI' . It is narrated t 
----------

........ rMli ... e of WjlJiam Drnkp, ,,,idsh ;! '''' ~11 uf th .. /1"",.,uIlQt. Be t.o;,..H:IIft. 
letediotll from C .. lcnut.. OueUel. 

t lh,n-atil"tl of ~bo IlIfI'ering. of J .. me- BnlW., 179 ... 
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that Borne of Haidar's European prisoners, after they 
had been made what was te rmed Mussulman, neglected 
no opportunity of showing their contcmpt fOl' the rdigion 
of their tormentors. anti their cruelty, by catching dogs 
and bandicoot rats, and circumr.:ising' them lJublicly. 

"'hen TippoD (01' 'l'ipiI) wa" at Unticut. tbe PngsD8 
were deprived of tht! token of their nobility, H lock of 
hair callod kudumi j and ev{'!'y Christ.ian who appeared 
in the streets must eitllol' '1ubmit to bo circumcised, or 
be hanged on the spO! ," .Amollg other acts of cruelty 
committed by 'rippOD, it is st..'1.ted that, seeing a Lingayat 
woman selling clIrlls ill the street withou t n bodice, he 
ordored the cutting off of her breastR. A s a result of 
which nct tho w(jn riHg' of long gal'ments CIbT1H:: iliLu usc 

among the whole ft:jmalo population of Myso re, I t is 
reC'orded that, on one o('casioD, a Nr~Jar woman appeared 
btlfore the Za1llorin of Calicut.'H Indy with her breast~ 
cODceal~d, alld t,boy were cut off n.~ the wearing of a 
bodice was considered imrnodest, Of other forms of 
punishment by mutilation, two further examples may be 
cited, During 01)0 of thp voyages of VasclI de Gama 
to Mal8,bat', .. t.he Captflin-major ordered them to cut 
oft' tho hands fmn U ('I8(:.'8 ot all the ('rews, and put a.II 
that into one of the Rmall v(,RstJis, into which he OI'de,'6d 
them to Vllt thp friar, also without cnl'B, nose, or hands, 
whicL he ord(,l'ed to be strung l'ound h is neck, with a 
pnlm-leaf for the king of Cfllicllt, On which h(' told him 
to ha.ve a curry rnad{'l, to ant of what bIB friar brought 

• B .. ~t.oIOll'oo. Voyage w the g..,t IndiM, 177f.Ht9, 
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llim."· In the Vizaga,patnm Manua.l (1869) Mr. 

Ca.rmiohael states that" in ca"e<:, of rtlpe (in .Jeypore) 

tbe procedure was to Cllt t. htl womRn'~ no"e off, RDd, 
alto!' heating the man w{'ll, t.o t·III·1\ him (}Ut, of t.ho cask 
bystnffing his mottth with bef"f In Cll",):'! of murdor, the 

Rajah generally bad t,lle' mau':<; hands, 110(:,(', R,nd ear:3 cut 

off, but, &.fter nil that" he Hd(IIJIn i.'~o:\p(·d thu vcngl'ance 
of the der:ea"led's rt'la.tivl'~. T hero is a 1Ilan lIOW living 
in the villagf> of BaRS00t160, whoqc kwri'1 w('re. cut off 

by ardor of Rajfl1) Cllaitfw Dl'O fnurt,e'en years ago. He 

waR taken rf>d-handed Btl'llight, to t Il(! B.iijah, and his 

hands wero off within an hOllr of thtJ commis!:Iio li of the 

dood. He has bel'U supported by tilt' Hiijllh l'ver since." 
At. thp. 'Parla.kimedi f t>lmllion in thp last c('ntuI'Y. tho 

rebels wonncled the pC!lSo nt,B, or' cut off tlll'ir C10Ri'R: aDd 

iient them into Mr. Russoll , who IraJ Ll'cn sont to Ganjam 

wit.h a speoial commissiol1 by Gnverlllr1cnt, 8:l.,Yingthnt, the 

hlood was upon hiR hea(1.t It io I'l'col'lli'o by Moor: that, 

during the oper'atiolls Mgaiu';t Tippoo Hnltan, "tho enemy 

Olle day caught fL fine YOUD g woman Lelollgil1g to onr 
line, and, to their ind€'liblc uisgracoJ., Ctlt off h\ r noStl, and 

in th.&.t condition the poor crcatlll'U came hack to camp." 

Baidar and Tippoo WHE' in the hf~l.Jit of cutt.ing off 

the noses and. ears of those of their Ellgl ish prrMOllar8 

who were caught ",bOll attemptiug t.o escape. One was 

afterwa.rds led round the fort on a jackass, with his 
face to the tail. 'llppoo, WhtlD btlfore j\1tingalore, cut off 

• Corre •• Th.reoo V01~' "f Va.oo do (J~. 
t 8 . P . Kio&. Ooc ... ion,,1 Ea ... y~ nn N.i.i", SOlltl, fno1iao Lite, L~ 

: lfl.lftoLi.n 01 lobe Ope"tioo of L,nl ,,'. DotUru..OAt. 
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t ho noses and oarlj of IL whole l"epoy brigade, which 
at te lUVi od to prevent an execlItioll.- In the day ::; ()f 

Til'umala Na.yakal', t,he My sorl'all~ had been cuttiug off 

110Se::l, and ::mndi llg t hulIl by :i'ackfuls hu."k to Mysore. 
::)0 the t ro op"! of t,h", Kayklil' scattered through Mysu rtt 

fVI' noses to cui olr ill r!'ta.\ia.~ion . 'J'huy !',ll ccooded l! "ttU 
to the cxttJut of cuttin g' off t i,e II OgA of the ~ing himself. 
This W ,l.'1 cnll{'u I he cha8e aftor nost's t 

T o re\'cl'l1.o Ci I'CLlUICisio'L It;s a mlrlOlI.', fa.c l that 

mallY of the KaHan" of t.h 'J ~I :.l! lllra fl io.; triet J)"tl(; ti 'le t his 
rite. 'I'hn O1'igin th(' reof Ii IJIlCerl[tlll, t hough it, has beell 

Ruggested that it j" It. ~ ur\'i\al of a forc ible cOllvP"sion to 
Muhammadauigm of n. !-I<'('liOlJ of t,htl KUl'umba.r.; who fled 
nort.hwanl i:! on tht' ,1ownfnl1 or th tiil' ki ng-dom.t .At the 

time appointod for tho luitiatOlj ('premony. the KaHan 
youth is carried ou t.he '1houhlor8 of hi., ma i:.t1 rnal ull e\':) to 
a. grove or plain out:<itlo tho village, where betel is 
dis tnbutC'd amnn.:; thO!'l6 who have aS90muled , ann the 
operation is performorl U) a ba.rbM-surgooll. l~n rot/Ie 

to thu selectecl sitt,. alld throughout t,he coremony. the 
conch sh ell (mu'iliccl.l iustrument) is blowu . The y outh is 

pres6uted wi th uow chit h9. It is noted iii the Kurnoo1 
MfU.l1l81 ( 1880) that the KatlkavaDdlu, who sell mutton, 
are either Mahfirat tas or M uSiulma.lJs. Some are called 
Hultani butchels, or Hiudu:-\ forcibly circumcised by the 
late Nawfib of KUl"lJOol. From tho Mysore Census 
Ral'ort, 1891, 1 learn in connection with the Mya8& 

• ChC\ .. e~. Op . .:.1. 

t J . S. Cloa. .. dll'r, C.l<lllt ea R" .. i"w, )1103. 
1 Nullo ... , Mad""a Manllal. 
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BeJa.rs (bunters) that " •. he ri te of CirCUlnClSIOO 19 
-performed OIl bOy8 of ten or tweiv t;) years of ago. The 
custom seems to havl' hoen imbihL>f} whun th0 members 
of this sub-castt, wE're included in the hordas of Ilaidar 
Ali. It. also point.' t o a vossiblo couvorsion, mo'. or 
II):->s complc~tp, to l~lalJi iu thos!.l lmriods of disordur, awl a 
:mbsaquen t relapsCj to fhl.ld uislO. For', simultaneollsly 
with tho circuml'isiOlI, nthor rit o!:!, s uch as the pa oeha.­

gavyam, the hUl'rung- of tLe tonglle wi th a 111m at.ick , 

utA.:. pre-emiut'utly Hrl~hmanical, an1 likewiAe practised 
pt'iur to the youth being rectlivod into comnll rtJion." 
"1'ht) Myiisas," Mr. Fl"Illlci~ \Vl"ites, - "!o«'tlm quite woud 
of the custom, au tl scout. witll seor'lI t hu idea of marrYlllg 
lut o a.llY family, iu which circumcis ion is not t.ho rulA. 

A very small ploce of f.ho Akin iA cut off by a mUll {If Ihe 
caste, fl ud the boy is thun kopt fOf alt>\'t.' rJ flays In a RtJl'afe,t,e 

hut, anti tOlt01wd by no oue. Hi'3 fooli is givtlll him on lI. 

plcce of stouo. 0 11 tlw twolfth allY hA il'l batlw(l, gi WlU a 
now clot.h, aud hroug ht hack to t ho hOIlSO, alld hi~ old 
cloth aud Sf.OIli'! <\fti thrown away. II is rt'i atiolls ill a body 
then take him to a tangi"·du (I)IJMIia a lII i"/data) tree, to 
which IU'U ofJewtl cocoanu ts , flow ers, sud so fo rth ." Of 

couver~iou to Muhatnmall.:t.IlISm Itt thp prof·tont time, a 
good example i,q afforded 0:' tho Chorutnalls of Mulabar, 
concerning whom t,h~ ('en SU R Supl'riutelldellt. 1~8I, writes 

a.s follows. "C'mspicllous for their Llcgrade-d and 
humiliating disa.bilities STU I he Cherlllllars. This caste 
nurn bered 99,009 ill Malabar at the COllsue of ] 871, and. 
in 1881, is returneu as only 04,72b. 'I'here Rfa 40,000 
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fewer Ch~ruman3 thll.D thore would have bf'on but for 
some dislUI'bing influence, and this is V{'ry well known to 
be COD version to MubammSJ.danism. This honour of 
Is1a.m once conferred on thu Uh('ruman, be moves a.t one 
spring severa.l places higher than t,hat which he origina.lly 
octmpiod, Mld tho figur(Js show tha.t noany 50,000 Cheru­
ma.ns ant! athurs have aVfliled th{'mse\\'6S of t~t' opening-. 
The coov£'I'siou of 1\ 'Pariah, or low-castf' Hindu to 
Muhammadanism l't\lses him di~tillci 1y in the social sct!.le, 
and h~ is trea.too with mote:) r,)~puct. hy Hindus." Among 
tha Mukkuvau fi~hel'men of Ms.htbar conversiou to (slam 
1S COTUlUon. The conv('rts f\l'tJ c:lllod Pu.hlam 01' Pntiya. 
blam (umy Ts\f1.m).· Durin .. ; the dlsturballce in 
Tinnovelly in 1809, ~omo of Lhe Shiiunr il. men, women, 
and children, are sa.id to Imvo gon!' into the Muham· 
madan fold, thei r plat·llfO. of worship being converted 
into improvlseu mosques. The men shaved their heads, 
And grew bear<h; and the women had to make sundry 
cha.ng(!s in their dre':!s. And, in th(l case of boys, thll 

operation uf circumcision was performed. When a.n 
a.dult. Hindu joins the sect of Dclira or Mli.hade.v Muha.m. 
madaus 111 Mysore as a cOHvl'rt, au interesting mock 
rit~ of cU'cllmcision is gone through, as (\ !!ubatitute for 
the real operatiot]. A bt·te! leal is ~'rapped round the 
penis, Sf) ti, at it projects btIyond the gla.ns, a.nd is 
fUllppod instead of t he prcpnce. 
~ As in Africa, and among the Amorican Indians, .An8~ 
~lisDS, snd Polynesians, so in Sonthern India. nrti6.oi&1 
.deformity of the hand is product.d iJy chopping 08' solpe 
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01 the fiog~r8. Writiug in 1815, Buchanan (Hamilton) -
liiloYS that to neaf Deonella or Dl}onbnlly. a town in 
Mysors, is a sect or sub.division of the Murressoo 
Wocal caste, ovary womatl of which, previous to 

piercing the ears of her eldsst daughter, prepa.ratory 
to her being bnt"otIHld ill marriagll, must undergo the 
ampuLlltiou of the first j uints of t.he t.hird and fourth 
fingers of her right hand. Tne arnl/utatioD is performed 
by the blacksmith of thtl village. who. having pbwoJ the 
Snger in a block, pel'fal'ms the operation with a chifit'l, If 
the girl to be ootrothed i~ mo t.hl·rles::>, aUfl tho moLllcr of 
the boy haa not I.eforc bnm subjeded to the a.mput.'ltion, it 
is incumbtmt on her to sll ffer I.he oporatioll." Of the same 
cel'emollY amollg th(~ Morsa-OkkaI»..M ll kkalu of MJsore 
thu Abbe Dubois !'\ayfl t that, if the brldu'!'\ moth(l{' be 
dead, the bridegroom's motIle!' , or ill defsu lt of her t.116 
mother of the neal'olit relative. must sulHuit to t,Jw c)'uel 
ordea1. In an editorial foot,note it is Rtatell tllat IIlis 
cHstom is no longer ohserved, Inst.el'td of the two Sugers 
being ~mputfLted, they are now merely bound tugether, 
and thus tendered unfit foJ' use . In thn U01l811S Report, 
lB9 J, it is recorded that, t,hi s t.ypt1 of du[ormity is found 
I~mollg the Mor:tsfls, chiefl'y in Cuddapah, North A)·cot., 
and Salem, H There is 11 sub-scction of them, called 
Veralu leche K:i.pu~\l, or Ka.pulll whf' give the fillgOl '8, fl'om 
Il curiow, custom , .... hieb ref/uirei'> t),at, whtm a graudchHd 
is born til a fSlllily, the wife of the eldest sou of the 
grandfather must have the Irlst t,wo joints of the third &04: 

• EMt lad; ... G_~Wt!r, 
. t DlDdu x.an!ll\l, C1I.IIto.ca., an4 CertDloaie.. Ecl,l897. 
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'" 

fourth fingers of her right hand ampula.tod at a temple 
of Bhairava.." F ur ther, it is stated in the Mauua.1 

of lhe Salem rEstrict ( 1883) that "thu practice now 

observed in this district is that , whe n f~ grandchild 
is \)ol'n in a family, tbp. elUe;,; t 80U of tho grandfather, 

with his wife, :LpptmrS at t he te mp le fOl' the ceremony of 

boring thu child' s oar, a nd. thero thl' woman has the 
lust two jOillt S of the third a ll ri fourth fing~r,; chopped 
off. It doos Hot, signi fy whet.he l' the fathol' of the first 

graurll'hild bOI'U bu t ho eldfl:i t ~OJl 01' nut, as 10 any case 
it is the wifo of thu ol dest ~Oll ",bo hag t,o uu (iurgo the 

mutilation. Aft,a l' thi~ , when chddr'cll ar t' born t(l nther 
sons, their wives ill s lI ccessioll III Hl tl rgo Lho 0vol'g, iioll. 
When a child is anopto(l , tho samu CO llfS€! if! purs ued!' 

'fha orig ul or thf' cl1 stom i ~ narrat.tld by INilk s,· alJd 

is brioHy t his. Mahadeo 01' ~iya., who \\' as ill g'n~at IIl'J'il, 
aft~r hic1ing s uccessivuly in u. cas tor-oil and ja wu.t·j plan­

tatiou, cOlocea,led himsolf ill a linga-t,Imde !-I hrub from a 

raksbasa who was pursuiu g him, to whum a Ma·rasa Yak· 

kn.liga cult.ivat.or indiljat..ou , with Uu' lit tle fillgor of his 

right hand, t.h~ biding-plac~ of Siva. Tho god \\ 8 S ouly 
rast:llod from hili poril by 1 hl' illt,erpos it ioll of Vishnu in 

the form of a 10v('ly m.t irlun mel'etr'iciously dr'essed, 

whom the IUf4ty rr~k ... haso.. fOl'getting ull about SIva, 
attempted to ravis h, and was cons umed t o 8f:. hos, Ou 

emerging from hi8 hilli ng-place , Siva Clecl'eAd that the 
cultivator should forfe it tltt' offendiug fin~er . The 

culprit's wife, who had just HfI'ived at t.he field with food 
for her husbaud, hearing this dreAdful seutunce, threw 




