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herself at Slva.'s feet" :tIllI ropre!;~nted the certain rutu of 
hl'!' family if her hushand should bo disabled for some 
months from porforllling t,110 lahou rs of the farm, and 
bttsought the deity t,o accept two of hoI' fingtH'9 instead 
of ODO from her husbR..ud, Hiv:l, plon"tld wit,h so sincere 8. 

proof of conjll~al affection. accepteu tho t'xchau~e, and 
ordered tha.t hM fa,mily postnJ'ity in all future gtmera.­
tions sh ould saCl'i fi cE:l two flng-urs at his kmple a~ R. 

memorial of the transllctioll, and of t,beir exclll!:livu devo­
tion 1,0 tlte god of t,ll0 lingam. FOl' t he follow'iug nccount 
of tho performa,noo of Lhe l'itfl, as ca.I'rioel ou I, by r,lle 

Morasa Vakkaligarn of M,Y\'o ,' t.! I am illdt!btod to an 
fLl't.iclo by Mr. V. N. Namsimmiyoltga,'.* TheRe people 
:lI'U l'OIl ~(l ily claR:lOd undur th ruo hoads , viz.: .. (1 ) t.hose 
who~(' women offl'l' j,ho sa.<:rifif'fl; (2) thmw who !H1.hst.itute 

for t.ho tillg'crs a pioce' of gold Wil'C, twistf'ri round tho 
fingt'r f> ill thA 8hapl' of I"iu~g. Ill~teu.(l I)f cllt.tillg tllO 

finget's off, the carpenter removf:l~ and appropriat.es 
the rings j (3) thOf;9 who do nol, perform tlJt' rile, Tlu:. 
modu.~ O[l"TfMldi i~ as noarly a~ pOl,-"i bl (' the following. 
Ahout. thl~ timo of t,he new 11100n ill Chait!';)" :t propitious 
day is fixed hy the village n."lt.rologe l·, antl tho woman 
who IS to offer Ow sacr ifice' perfol'lIls cprtain c"rernonies 
or pilja in honour of Siva, Ia.king" foorl oilly OllC~ a. da.y. 
FOt, th,'ee days hefore the opcratiolJ ;.the has to support. 
herself with milk, sugar, frui ts, etc., all substantial food 
being eschewed. On the day ftppointed, a common ('an 
is brought out, pa.int.erl in alternate stripes with white 
snd red oehra, and adorned with gay flags. dowers, etc., 

• Ind ..... 1.. II., 11\7 •• 
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in imitation of a cat. Sheep or pigs are sla.ugh~ted 
bafon?' it, their number being generally governed by the 
Dnmbel of children borne by the sacrificing woman. The 

ca.rt is then dra.gged by bullocks, precedeo by music, the 
woman aDd her husba.nd following, with new pots filled 

with water and amall pieces of silver money, borne on 
their beans, and accomp8.nieu by a retinue of fri<:nds and 
relativtfs. The village washprman ha!! to spread clean 
cloths along the path of the plf)cession, which stops near 
thE! boundary of the village, where a leafy bower is 
prepared, witll threlJ pieces of Rione in<;ta.J:ed in it, 
symbolising the god Siva. Flowcrs, frui ts, cocoanuts, 
incensc, etc., are then offe red , varied occasionally by a.n 
a.dditiotiAI sheep or pig. A WOOdOJl seat is placed before 

the image, RlId the sacrificing woman places upon it her 

right hand with the fin gerM spread out. A man holds 
her hand firmly, and thf' villsg-e carpenter, placing his 

chisel on the firs t joints of her ring and little fingers, 
obops them off with a smgle stroke. The pieces 10PIffld 
off a.re throw into an ant-hill, and the tips of the muti­
lated fingers. ronnd which rags al'E' bound, a.re dipped. 
into a vessel conta.inin~ boiliu~ gingily oil. A good skin 

eventually form s o\'C'r the SLump, which looks like a 
congenital malformation. Thf' fee of the carpenter is 
on" kaotbiraya fannm (four nonllS eight pies) for each 

maimed finger, besides presents in kind. The woman 
undergoes tbe ba.rbarouR and painful ceremony without 

• lDormUT', and it is an article of the popular belief that, 
were it neglected, or if nails grow on the stump, dire 
nin and misfortune will overtake the roouaant fa.miJy_ 
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Staid ma.trons, who have had their fiugers maimed for 
life in thtl a.bove manner, exLibit thoir stumps with a 
pride worthy of 8 better caUrie, At thc tldrmiuation of 

th~ sacrifice, the woman is pl'esonteu with cloths, flowers, 
tltc., by lttlr friends a.nd rtlh~Lions. to whom a feaat ill 
given. lIet' chilJroll aro pJacoJ 011 an adorutlu StlH.t, and, 

after receiving presents of flowsrd, fruits, oLe" their ears 
are pierced in the usual way, It is aaid that LO tio 80 

bafore would bo sacriltlge." ill a very full aceuuut of 
tle£ol'lDa.tion of the hund lIy th!;l Berulu Kodo su~~atlct. of 
the Vakkaliga. caste in l\iYdoro, Mr. F. F il-wcett says, ­
that. it was regularly pl'acti~tlJ uutil t.he Commissioner 
of Mytmre put a ~top to it about tweuty yeal';i ago. I< At 
present Sallie take golJ or t:iilvor lJl6Ctlri, stick thtlw on 
to the finger' IJ ends with tiOU1' paste, Slid lIitheJ' cut or 
pull them off. Othcl'!:! s imply tsuut:ititutu tlU offering 
o£ illDa.H pi6cflil of gold or silver tor toLi.I I\mputatioD. 
OtLers. a.ga.in. tie tlowur.!l l'OUUU the fingBl':i that u.ae4 
to be cut. aud go through a pantomime of cuttinK by 
puUing th6 ohisel Oll tht! joiut. and t.akiug it away BgW.n. 
AU the l'6st of the ceremony is justa.s i l 12800 to be." The 
introduction of the duool'6.wU cart, which has been refel'red 

to, is connucted by MI'. Fa.WC(JLt with u. ltlgend concerning 
a zamiDdar, who 80ught the daugl)wrt:i of sevon brothers 
in marriage with three 'youths ut his fa.mily , As carta 

wartt used.. In the flight froUl the zamlndar, the ceremony 
is, to commemON\.te the event. oalled bandi divuro, or 
god of cars. As by throwing t'ar~rjngl! into a river the 
fugitives passed through ito, wbllb the za.miuda.r was 

• Io.n. bth, 800" Bum~l' I , 1888, 
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drawrwll, the CRste P601,lt~ insist Oil their womenJs cars 
h"'ing bored fol' earrings. AntI, in UODour of the girls 
who cared more for the honour of their caste than fur 
the distinction of mal'l'iagl into a great. family J the 
amputatioll of .i1iut of two fingt;:rs of women of the 1.:8BW 
was instituted. ~ince the pruhibit.ion t) cut 06' fingers, 
Mr. Rice saYtI" that the women couteut thtHlHielves 

wit,h (JIILting on a. gold 01' Iiilver finger-stalJ 01' tbiwhltt. 
which is pulled off insteau of the end of the nnger itself. 

1 pass on to the subject of lohe ruauufactUJ'e of e unuchs 
by castration, for the following a.ccount. of whi'.:h I have 
to jndent on an twticie 011 tIll:> Kujahl:! oy Dr. J. Shortt. t 
"'fue Kojahs," Ill) wrik's, . j <1.I'C the 8l'tilicially cl'eat&i 
tmnuchs, ill COll traJ istiuctioll to tLe j1 igl'M (iw 1'0teuLs) or 
natural tJUUUChd . Some year>3 ago thert~ were turee 
Kojahs at tLo hoau of th~ Stat(J prisoll 01' royal malia! at 
Vellore, in chal'gu of sorou of the wives, descemlallts, and 
Oth~l' tema}fj counectiolls of 'l'ippu Sultan. These mtJlI 
Wfjre liighly respected, held Cu.argc3 of consideraule trust, 
a.nd W!;lre Mulmmmada.ns by bil,t,h. 'fales were often 
repeated I hat. th", zenana wum\;;\1 tslaVtlS a.nd adoJ.ltetl girls) 
were iu thll uabit of stri()viug thOUl uueJ., aud poking fun 
at their helplss,wess. Thero wt::ro two Kojahs in the 
employ of the la.te Na.bob of tho Ual'uatic. 1'hey were both 
Africans. Ou t,.he death of the Nabob the Government 
allowud ODe of tUtllll Ii pension of fifteen l'upees a month. 
Snmetimes Hinous, l::)lldras, and Brahmius subjtlct them­
aelvos to the operation (of castrlition) of their own aooord 

• :tII,a01"e. 
t lQ'IIro.. AlitA . hus~, II, 1878. 



DiFOlUIITY .om MUTILATION. 

from a. religious i.mpl·ession. Others, findillg themselves 
naturally'impotent, oonsider it necessary t.o ulldergo the 
operation. to avoid being born again Ht a future oirth 
ill the same helpless sLate. fl'lie operation is generally 
performed by a class of ba.rber;;, sOlUetiUle by some of 
the Illorc intelligent of [,lw eunuchs tht:Ulselv6s, in the 
folJowiug manDel·. The lJatisnt is maue to sit on an 
npturncu lIew earthen pot, UCilL~ proviou::!ly well drugged 
wit.h opiuUl or bhang. T he untiL'e genitals being seized 
hy the left ha.nd, an assista.LLt, who has a ba.mboo lath slit 
iu the c~lIt l 'e, !'UIlS it clowll quiok close to tho pubis, tit*, 

slit firmly c mbracltlg the wholu of the genitals a.t the 1'00lt, 
whsu tile operatol', with a sharp razor, rUIlS it down along 
tIle faoe of tho lath, allu I'emove~ penis, testicles. and 
scrotulll in one swoop, leavmg a lal'ge clean open wound 
behiuu, in wllich lwiling gillgily oil it> poured to staulLch 
th", bleeding. a.mI the woulLd CO\' tll'ed ovor with a /!loft rag 
gtttoveu i ll WS,l'Ui uil. 'l 'hiB i!:l LIlli only urossing applied 
to tho wouud, which i., l euewed daily. while the patient 
is c(;utineu ill a supil.lo pO!:lition to hia ll"d, and lightly fed 
with conjee (rice grutll), milk, etc. DUI'Ulg the ope~ 
lion the patiHl!t is urged to cry out, . j)iu' (the faith 
III Ma.bomed) thrall times." .A local cUllucL, whom 1 

inttU'viewed. informed m(' that castration used to be 
~rt'oI'med '0 HyJorabad at about, the ago of sixteen. 
A pit, 34 feet deep, was dug in the ground. anu tilled 
with a.shl:ls. And, a.ftt!r tht: oIJuratiou. the patient had to 
sit on the ashes, with crosSt.od legs l for three da.ys. 'l'be 
operation was performed under the iLltiuence of na.rootio6 
by a Fir-tho bead of the Kojah oomwunity. 
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Of branding as a form of mutilation mallY examples 
are afforded in Son thern India.. ThtJ Kota. IDeo of tbtl 
Nilgiris have the oicatrix of a hurn made Q.8 a tribal mark 
with B burnin~ cloth across th" lower end of the back. of 
the forearm when they art! more than eight years old. 
Many of t.he Toda men have ODe or more raised 
cicatrices forming nodulous growths (keloids) on the right 
shoulder. These scars arE) produced by burning the skin 
with red-hot sticks of LaHUl'I. (the sacred fire-sticks) ; 
8Dd the Todas baliev8 tha.t.. the branding enables them to 
milk the buffllioes with pEn·fect ease. When the birth of 
Ii erst child 18 expected in a troda. family, on the firBt 
new rtlOOll da,v a ceremony called ur vot pimmi takes 
place, during which an eldedy woman rolls up a rag to 
the size of a swall wick , dips it ill oil, lights it, and with 
the llllraing end brilnd~ the pregnant woman's hands in 
fonr places,. one at each end of' t.he lowest joints of the 
right and left thumbs, alld one dot all each wrist. Som&­
times branding is resorted to as a oumtive agent, and, 
when sick people a.re in n. state of colhl.pse from high fever, 
they are brandnd between the eyebrows, on the toea, or 
nape of the neck, with 8. piece of bangle glass. 16&ther. 
nlm stiok, or piece of tnrmerio. 

Flat, round cioatrices on the forehead, chest, and lIape 

of the neck, are said to be fopnd in every casto in l!Iome 
pat1.8 of the Kistna district. They are cauBed by braDding 
with turmerio or 8 cheroot for' infantile ooDvulaiona, 
.hich are believod to be caused. by the babies inhaling 
tobaoco smoke in ill-nntilated rooms. I have seen men 
of the Mila. aRd other oasttla branded 'With a oirola rou.nd 
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the navel a.s a. cnre for oolic, e.nd a. Kaik61an man branded 
with R series of large and small discs ou the chest and 
abdomen for illness when he was 8. baby. The Rev. 8. 
Nicholson informs me that, after a new~born Mila child 
has been washed, it is branded with 1\ hot oet!dlein twenty 
vital parts Rnd ha.nded back, roaring lustily. to its motber. 
Some Liugaya.t children are branded. with a hut neenle on 
the stomach, undl'r t h!3 idea that disease ill ht'reby warded. 
o'ff. Children who snffp,r from fitf! are branded with a 
hORtE'd twig of margosa. or a. gla.sR bangle. Some Shinlins, 
at Naza.reth. were branded 00 the forehand to cure sore­
eyes during childhood. Thv Kathira va.ndlu (scissors 
poople), Rnd other nomadic tribes, are branded under the 
folJowing conditioD!! . All the gangs move aD, exposed 
to OhftngeS of weather, the children sometimes get a 
dlseaf;e called sandukatlu 01' paiakllrkura. The symp­
toms a.re similar to those which children sometirues hav8 
when they a.re t.ee~hing. .As a curativ~ agent, they a.re 
branded 011 t,he face between the eyebrows, or the outer 
corners of the ey~s, and sometimes on the abdomen. 
Tha bra.nd-ma.rks on the ffloe a.nd corners of the eyes 
are circular, and those all t.he abdomen generally 11Ori~ 

10nte.1. The circular marks JLre made with a long pi8C8 
of saffron, ano ell!1 of whicn 18 uurnt for tho purpose, or 
with a.n indigo~d.fed c1ot.h r~lIed like a pencil, &nd burnt 
at Qne end. The horizontal marks are made with a hot 
needle. Simti&r bral1d- mar ks I\fe made by lIome cRste 
Hindus on their children. In i!ome pal'ts of tho My80re 
province and &16m district, when a ohild iR born, it is At 
ODOe branded on various parts of the body, e.g' l near the 
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navel. on the foot, back of the hands, fa.ce. na.pe of the 
neck, anrlsides of the abdomen. The Bestas of North 
Aroot are divided into Tf'logn Besta,s Rnd Parikiti Besta.s, 
the difference between whom is ohiefly one of religions 
observance, the former being in the habit of getting 
themselves branded on the shoulders ,,,ith the Vaishna. 
vita emblem~. tho chank and chaha,· n.nd the latter 
nflVur uudprgoing thiq ceremony t At tll(' Ct'remony of 

dedication of a girl 8.H a BI\~ivi (d('dicatRd prostitute) in 
the Bellary dist.rict, .. a w.li, on which is Mpict.ad the 
nimam of Vi'lhulI, fac;t<'nen to a TH'cklace of black beads, 
is tied ronnd hN neck. 8h(' is givull, by way of IDsigniB, 
fl cancas a wand, carried in thp right. hand, ano agopalam 
01' bagging bMket, which ;<1 slung on t.he left arm. She 
is then brnnded with 9 heaten braS9 in9trument with 
a chakra on the right shouldl'f, a. chank on the loft 
shoulder, and a chakra over the right breast. The mark 
over the breast is never done, if tlwre is s.ny suspicion 
that tbf' girl is not a. virgin The brnnding in Vishnu 
temples. is sometime'!. merC'lya pretence, when the gtrl 
under dedication is very yonng, r:.a.ndalwood paste being 
ioterposed between ber skin and tho heatdd instrument. 
Among t.he castes ( Hoya"l, Kurllbas, etc.). who make 
Basivi~ of their girl'J, fl, rAW men arc branded on both 
shoulders witb the chank ami oha.kr~ in order to obtain 
8. closer commnnication with the deity, nnd to ensure 
their salvation. They are somewhat honollI'oo among 

• 'T'he ohani< i. the .hell of thf> moll,,_. 7\OI'b .. ..-lI ...... 1'«, uI whioh ttle "'all'" 
haDded ~.nety ,. held ~ety lloOl'I!d.. The obalU'alw the _heel or th. law. 

t M-.ollli 01 the Korth Aroot di.trio~ 
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their fellows, and, a.t a marriage, receive the first betel 
leaf and other tokens of respect. Men who are branded~ . 
are buried fa.ce downwards. Curiously, t,he-re are men 
of these casteEl who are n.edica.ted t o goddesses. They 
nre generally beggars and wear female attire, They are 
not celibates, nnd mny be bralltled at flDy tiwe." - A 
recent petition to a European Ma.gistrate in t,he Bel1B.ry 
district rHns as fl)})ows. Petit-ion of -, aged about 17 
or 18. I have agreed. to becomo a. 13a~ivi, and get myself 
stamped by my guru (priest) according to the custom 
of my caste. I request that my proper age. which 
entitles roo to btl stampod, may be ascertained personalIy, 
and permission gl'antE'd to be stamped. A ca.se, in which 
branding was resorted to as a woans of extorting a 
coufeolsion, i ~ rccordt'd by Mr. l\L Lewin. t Two prisoners 
appeared before him with their bodiE's branded, while 
the arms of one of them were swollen h'om the.effeets 
of a t ight ligR.ture. It is noted in the diary of Anlinda. 
Rang&. Pillai ~ that. in 17 3R, the Governol' of Pondir.herry 
decided that" those who brought into the town pagoda 
coins ha.ving n. finoness of less th rm eight touches would 
Dot onl1 render themsolves liable to a, fine of 1,000 
pagodas, but would be treated with ignominy by being 
branded with the figure of II. dog, and being flevorely dealt 
with in other wfly~.t' The Oriya Hncidis al'u said to admit 
to their rsnks persons from all castes, except the Rallis 
and MMaras, after first bl'anding their tongues with a. 

---------
• F. 'a"cctt. o1c.urn. Antb. 8 1)0 , Ilo>mbay. 1801. 
t Toltun in lIIacirlUl, l851. 
t Edited by liu J. E' . Prior, Vol. I, 1904. 
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piece of gold wire.· When an outsider is received into 
tho fraternity of the Dongs (thievi.ng) DaJ!aris, they take 
him II to the side of a river, make him bathe in oil, give 
him a new cloth, hold a. counoi1, and give a feast. They 
burn a twig of the sl\mi ( P I'(l!(!P/lt Bpiciljem) or margo.a 
tree, and slightly bnrn the tongue of the party who has 
joined them, to mue kim a Donga-Dftl)lm. This is their 
wa.y of purifica.t.ion and accept/unce of e"'cry new member, 
who, Boon after tho toogue.bllrnillg ceremony, is given a 
s<,a,t iu the general company, Il.nclmarle to partake of a 
common fenst,"t When ntl e-x'commlluicnted Badflga. or 
t,he NiJgil'is i~ rece ived back into the trihe, hi!'l; tongue 
\'Il bnrut with sallda.\ womt 

Whell l-'l"ocep<ling on a pilgrimage to the t~lIlple of 
Subra maniy'" Swami at Pn.lni, 80m e devotees pierce 
theit' chef'ks with a long 8ilver needle, which traverses 
the month cavity; viE'rce the tongue with a silver arrow. 
whioh is passed vortically through the pl'otruded organ '; 
and plACO I I silver shield in fl'Out of the montI), so that it 
ma.y not ~ opened except when they ara d,i.nking milk. 
Some Da.saris (Vaishnavite mendicantR) have permanent 
holes in their chesh, into which they insert the needle!! 
wben they go about the ('olIntry iu pursuit of their pro­
fession. Writing cOllccromg pilgt'ims, Mr. Fawcett says: 
that .. ono had his tongue protl'uding outside his teetb .. 
and kt'pt in positiou by a. !jilver skewer through it. Tb~ 
skewer was to be left in for forty days. Several of the 

• M&dnn C")ODIII, R"VOl't, 190L. 
, T. Y. N~I4! .... Sutri, Oa1ou.tta B."i.w. ~bM 1001. 
t .Icmrn. Alit •• !!oe .. 8o.ba". n . 18110. 
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pilgrims worc a. handkerchiof t.ied over the month, the, 
being under a VOW, of silullce. One poor milD wore the 
regular instruwent of silence, the mouth.lock (n wide 

silver band OVtH' the mouth, the muls "enching OVOI' the 
cheeks) a skcwel' thl'Ollg:h both cbecks keepiug the 
tlnds togetLf'1", :lnu of courso the llluulb opel! , People 
fed him, as hI' sat Vatif'utly in a nicf' tpnt·likf> affair. with 
ricp, etc." 

For t.he following not,f' on bl'anuing as a. re!igiouH 
r.arewonial I am ilHl~bt(>(l to MI', K. Rangnchal'i, Brand. 
ing for religious PUI'VOSt!S is cOlltiuf'd to t.11I'! two Rf'ctiona­
Sri Vaishnavas and Madhvas-of Il)(" Hiudu community, 
Sl'i VaiahllftVa BrRhmllU~ arp eXJ.-lf'Ct,Pd t.o undergo thia 
ordeal at Jeast. OHef' during thf'il' life-t.ime, ","hf'rf'as Miidhva. 

Brahmans hnvf' to .C4ubmit, to it. M OftPll M they visit 
their guru (hpa<lof a mut t or l'eJigjvw;: institution). Of 

"JUCU of ot,lwr CltHt.f"S, t,liose who becomf' follow('rq of a. 
Vaishnava or Madhva Achltryn (guru) or mutt., are 
expected to vresent themsf'lv('~ hf'foffl t,he gu!"u for the 
purpose of being brandNl, But, t hf' cf'rf"mony is optional, 

and not compulsory as in thf' casu of t.he Brihmanl!!. 
Among Sri Vaisho avites thf' privih'gu of branding is 
confined t.o t.he elder members of a family , Sanyasis 
(ascetics), and the headb of t.hu "ariOUB mutt~" All 
iDdividuBls, male and female, must be branl1ed, a.fter the 
upanayariam ceremony (thread marriage) ill t}u, caae of 
males, and after me.rria.gp, in' thp. Ca.8fj of women . The 
disciples after 11 purificatory bath, and the usnal lfonbip 
19 their god. proceed to the residence of the AchArye. or 
to the mutt, where thay are initiated into t.heir reli,ion, 
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and branded with the chakra. on the right shoulder and 
cbank on the left. The initiati.on consists in imparting 
to the disciple. iu a. very low tone. the mula munthrs. 
the worus namonaraynnaya, the aa.cred syllabJe Om, aud­
a few mantrams frOID the Brahrua Rahasyam (secrets 
about god). A verson who has not:. ueen i:titiated thus 
is regarded as uufit to take part ill tho ceremonies 
whioh have to be performed by Hrailluan!!. l!:ven close 
relatioDs, if orthodox, will refuse to take food prepared 
or touched by the uninitiated. 

Conool'umg "Mlidhvas, Monier Williams writes as 
follows.- II They firmly oolieve Ihut it is a duty of 
Vaiahnavas to carry throng)lput life a memorial of their · 
god on thoir persous, and that such a lasting outward 
and visible sign of his presence helps thorn to obtain 
salvation through him. ' Oll his right arm 10t the 
Brihman wear the disous, on his left the conch-shell.' 
When I was at Taujorc, I fouud that one of the 
suocessors of Mlidhva had recently arrived on his 
branding visitation. Ho was engaged throughout the 
entire day in sta.mping his disciples. and receiving fees 
from all according to their me811s. ' ) 

Madhvas have four mutts to which they repair for 
'the branding ceremony, viz.: VY8!loaraya. Somathendra 
8.nd M:olabagal in Mysore, and Uttarija in South Canara. 
7'he followers of the Utt.araja mutt afe branded· in five 
plaees in the cWie of male adults, and boys after the 
thread marriage. The situa.tions and emblems selected 
are the chakra on the right upper arm, right side of the 
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Mi dtlVa Brihman . 
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•• ohe b mid above tile na\'el " fhe chauk OU tho len shonl(]pJ' 

" ap¢. lele side. 0 the che~t . Wowen, and gil'ls after 
ma.1'1'iage, a.ro branded with tho chakJ'(\ 011 tho right­
forearm and the c hunk . on ti le Jort. 111 t.he caso or 
wid,Qws, the marks orc impressed 0 11 the 8ho~ lder8 I)':; 

in the ca::;e of mal",:; , T ho disc iples of the three otJUH' 
mutts arc generally bl'<lml ,..d with t ht, chllkra. oulho J'ight 
uppel' at'm, and chuuk on lIw l{·n. As the bl'f.l.nding .is 
supposed t.o remove sins cOJUmitted dUl'i ng tl)e in terval, 
they get it done every t ime they see t,bei t' guru. '1'h01'0 is 
with Miidhvas no restrict ion as to Lho age at. wbich the 
ceremony sItouM La per rot·m ed. gven a new-bom babe, 
after the po'lution period of t Oil days, must receive tho 

. !. 1Aal'k of t.he chakrn. if t,be glll'u should lui'll up. Boys 
'. before t,he upanayauam, aud gil'l :-i before JUlwriage. Off' 

branded with the vhaha on dIe a.bdomon just ahovo 
the navel. Tho copper 0 1' brass bl't\ud iug instruments 
(muthras) aro not huat(.>(l to:1 "ory high temperatare~ bu~ 
sufficient to I! iuge tho skin , and leave a. deep black mark. ill 
the case 01 adol ts. and n light wark iu that ot young people 
and babies. In !Some cases, disciples. who an) afraid oC 
being hurt, bribe the pe l'SOU who heats t11 0 instrumcn18; 
but, as a rule, tho g uru I'cguJal(Js t Lo terul>craturtJ 10 M 
to suit the inrlhidusJ. H. for exnmple, tIl& disciple is .. 
stl'ong. well·bllilt man, the instruments are well hea.wd, 
a.nd, if he is So weakling, allowed to cool somewhat 
bolore their application. Jf I,ho ope1'atol' has to doal 
with babies. he presses the im~trulllent aga.inst a. wet rag 
before applying it to the inlant'. .kill. Some mata­
lhipe.this (head vriests of the mutt) are, it is said, inclined 
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to be vindictive, and to make & very hot appliCl\tion 
of t,h" instruments, if the disciple has not paid the f"e 
(gurukinik.a.) to his sat,isfaetioD. The fee is n:ot fiIed 
in Um ~tl of Sri Vaishnavas, whertl8.s Midhvas are 
oxpect.ed to pay from one to three months' income for 
being bmndtln. Failure t.o pay is punished with excoru­
muu!c8.t,ion on ROfit" prctt:lxt 01' other. 'l'he area of skin 
branded generally peels uff within a wtltlk, If'6ving a pale 
me.r'k. o[ the muUU'&, which eithec disappears in a few 
mont,h8, or pursists thrUUgllOut liftt. ~1idhvas should 
'Smear daily with go!,! paste (white kaolin) tiv(' muthras 
on t,he foll owing pJa('e~: fort'thHad , outer CDrntlr8 ryf tl1p 
eyes, t,hr~ place!:! 011 the neck, the npper arms, chest" and 
three places on the ahdomUll. The names of th$8 
muthras nrA: chakra., chank or sha.nka, gatho. (wea.pon of 
war uset.l by Bhlma, olle of the l'iurlavas), padro&. 
(Jotu~). a.nd Na.rayana. 
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TORTURE TN BYGONE DAYS AND A 
FEW STRAY SURVIVAL". 

IN 1865 1\ Commission wa.s appointed by the Govern .. 
ment of Madras to inqestigate all cases, which might 
be brought before the Commissioners. either of to~ure 
inflicted by instruments or other mebOS, or of punishment 
of any kind illegally administered. In tbeir report the. 
Commis~ioDers ~tated tha.t to those to whom the word 
torture neC'esRarily and immediatoly CODV{'YS ideas of the 
inquisition. thumb·8crew~ . rack and wheel, snch a term 
wonlcl probably appear inapplicablo, as expressive of the 
degree of violence which their cnquil;e~ brought to light. 
On the other haud, if the word be uS6f1 in the ordinnry 
accepta.tion assigned to it by Dr. Johnsol1." pain oy whioh 
guilt is punished, or confession (and we may add mOnf~Y) 

extorted, then we think that it may with perfect propriety 
he a.pplied to designate the pJ'acticf's prevalent iu Madras." 
The very plays of the populSlcP fire ~A.id to have often 
excited the laughter of mnny a rura.l audience by the 
exhibition of rE'venue squeezed OLlt of defaulters coin by 
coin, thl'Ougb the application of familiflr ff vrovocatives" 
under the superintendence of a caricaturf'd Tahsildar 
(native magistrate). It is recorded that, OD one occa­
sion. 8. Ta.hsildlU' naively rcmarked that, had he not 
buried lIome suspected parties up to their necks in mud, 
and dipp&d others at the end of 8. picottab po1e into a 
wen withiu an inoh of their livea, be would never have 
go~ th .. ~video.~ which led to the conviction of • pack 
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of villa.ins. A picottah ig the old.fashioned form of 
machine still used for ra.ising watt'r, and oonsists of a 
long lever or yard pivott.ed on an upright post, weighted 
on the short arm, and bearing a. line and buoket on 
the long arm. The Commissioners, in their report, 
incidentally refer to ono .:\li Khan, who became Nawib 
of Bengal in 17]8, and used to oblige defaulters to wear 
lea.ther lOllg-drawcrs filled with live cats. And one of 
hi8 people ordered a poud to be filled with everything 
disgusting, to which, in scorn of the Hindus. he ga.ve 
the name of 'Bickoont' (PR.radiso), and through this 
detestable 1)001 the defaulters were dragged by a. ~ope 

tied nnder their arms. 
'1'he following forms of tOl'ture Rnd coercion, mainly 

culJAd from the report of the Commissioners, with 
additions. have beCIl proved, or reported to have been 
inflicted for non-payment of Government tax or the 
elucidation of eonfes~ioll :-

1. Preventing an individual from going to his meals 
or otber calls of nature, bringing water for cooking food, 
Rnd sleeping; and preventing cattle from going to pasture 
by confining them in the house with its occupants. 

2. Confinement in the stocks. I n connection with this 
c, peDal a.nd pedal machine" (Defl.n Hole) it was exacted 
by Regulation XI, 1816, that heaw of villages have, in 
cases of a trivial nature ~uch as abusive l&nguage and 
inconsiderable as'!nults or affrays, 'power to confine the 
offending parties in the village chonlt ry (look-up) for 8. 

time not exceeding twelve hours; qr"' .il the offending 
parties are of th~ lower castes of the ~people., on whom it. 
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ma.y not be improper to inflict liD tiegra.ding a. punish .. 
ment, to oroer them to bo put in the stach for ~ time 
not exceeding six bours. Some years ago a. cnse was 
tried on appeal before the High Court of Madras,. in 
which a Muhammadan dealer iu misccllnneolul wnre.~ was 
convicted by a. na.t.ive petty mng-istl'Hote ill tho Trichinopoly 
Ili~trict of theft. of an il'UII mOll"iUrC and eight aunaR 
worth of cOPl-lCl' coin, and selltcuc",'<i to Ix> lJut. In the 
~toc k~ fo!' t hree hour:;, TIle High ('onrt. a ll appeal, 
ruled that a Muha mmadau canuot bo M.id to belong to 
thp lower caste ... of the IJcople, nnd that, it is probable 
tlla." tho fl'amQrS of tht· 1'egu latioll had. in view thoso 
(:Oste" which, pl'ior to tho intruduction of 'HI'i t.i . .dt rule, 
wert) regal',ll'd fi'l servile, ] II another caso which was 

Il I'sued before tho High Conrt of A[adras, n Millu, who 
was a convert to Chri ,'~tianity, IVU\:! 'lellt(-' 1I 0011 tn confine4 

m~nt in the swab fO I' u ~ ing nbu~ive language. 'I lie 
.rlldge, in ~mmlfiiug up, stntol] that, "the t~st so(> ma to 
to Hot wlmt is the ommd~I"'FI crccn, whethel' M~ham .. 
madalJ, ChristiAoo, or Hindu, but what is his casto. H 
he belongs to 000 of the lower cnstes , f\ chnnge of creed 
would not, of itself. in my judgment, make any difforence, 
provided he continucs to belong to the caste. If he 
continues to a.ccept the rules of the casta in social and 
moral ma~ acknowledges tha authority of the 
headmen. t4A part iu C8.8te meetings and ceremonies. 
BOd, in f.o.t."p.erally continues to belong to tbo oaste, 

tbo ... in ""'~ut. be would be within the pUl"\'io" 
of Uuo reftlati ..... · If. on tho othor hand. he adoplol the 

'\ ,latIaa. ~ a.pon., XWM 8eriet,l1t81. 
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moral Rtandards of Christianity i.nstead of those in his 
caste, if he accepts the authority of h~ pastors and 
teachers in place of that of the headman of the caste, if 
he no longer takes part in the dif:ltinctive meatings and 
ceremonies of the caste then he caD no 
longer be said' to belong to one of th~ lower Castes of 
the people.' and his punisbment by confinement in the 
stocks is no longtll' legal.' • 

MO!'t, recently (1903) it W~ ruled by the High Court 
that tbe Shanans belong to tha lower classes. who may 
be plmished by confinement in the stocks. 

Bomo years ago a Bl'ii.hmall was employod as t.he 
custodian of :\ villagtJ god and his appul'tenanCtls. A 
festival was comiug on, and Illl illventory ,va'! taken. 
Some jewels, valued at about three hundred rupees, were 
mlssmg. The Brahman was sU8peeted and questioned, 
but naturally made no confessi(ln. He was confined in 
the village 8tocks for a. whole night under the order of 
tlle village munsif (magistrat.e) sitting in council with the 
kurnam (vil lage accountant), and was subjected to various 
indignities. As morning broke, he confessed, and prom. 
ised to point out where he had hidden t.he spoil . On 
his being released, he ma.uaged to put a pen.lmife. which 
he had concealed, iute the village mUDsif, and then cut 
his throat. The ca-ae was enquired. into, Mld the police 
officer was satisfied that the man bad. suffered torture, 
but not at the handa of the police. The stocks were 1m 

eviiet&ce in 8 recent dispute between the Nittukottai 
Chettislandlords aDd their tenants in the Maduradistrict . 

• lI\d. 1801. 
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3. Flogging with an instrument composed of fool' 
01' five plaited thongs of leather , three or four feet long. 
'rhe thongs were attached to a ring, with a1lother ring 
to serve as a handle . This form of scourge was known 
by Muhammada.ns I\S 7,irbulld (a mart,ingale). 

4, Heat ing with slip}>l' rs. 
b. Bpa.ting the legs, and other plI rt,s of tile body, 

with a. leather strap or tamnrind switch. 
6. Sembadavans (Tamil 6sh~rmen) arc punished, hy 

the village council, by being bound with l'Ope3 . 'l'wigs of 
tht) tamarincl t l'ee are kept nflar tllem, to indicate flogging, 
and a knife to denote cutting of the t,onguo. Women 
are, as a punishmellt, made to carry a basket of rubbish 
atlt1 a broom rOllorl t,he yill agfl. It i ~ 011 r{'cOl'd !II that ' 
some Buropean pl1.S0ners, serving under Haidar Ali, who 
had been circumcised, and made office rs of .1:1, battalion of 
Chaylalls, were brought in front of their men, With tll"ir 
Lands t.iod bf'hind, and recoi"fld th ree lasbes with a bunch 
of tama.rind twigs frolll ench of t,h~ Cha.yla.hs, whioh 
Rmounted t,a fifteen hundred lasht,s. 

7. The kit,tie or cllt~erata.-Defi n f>d all R simple 
machine, consisting merely of two stiCKl'I ti tJd toget,her at 
one end, between which the fingers wer., placed as in a 
lemon squeezer. By means of this insf.rument the fingera 
were gradually bent backwards towards tha back of the 
hand, nnti] the sufferer, DO longer able to endure the 
excruciating p&ill, yielded to the dema.nds made on 
him, One case of squeezing the breAst of a woman with 
the "kitts" was reported . If DO kitties were ready at 
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hand. an order for them was given to the village CAl'penLer. 
St.rings of them, rea.dy for application, are said to ha.ve 
been commonly and openly hung up in some zamindtlr's 
cutcherries (court~houS<J8). In 1832 n European Judge 
gave evidence to t he effect that, he had scen a man with 
R finger double the usual thickness from injury by a. 
kittie, consisting of two piur:lJS of sti ck, l ike it vice, tied 
together at t he eno, o n wl 11Clh the foot was s tamped. 

8 . P lacing the wrist.s betwet>n two pieces of \\'ood, 
which were ropoa1Aldly fI'lu('or.cd together wit,b graht force, 
and binding v('ry tightly ro und tho 8,1 III A rough rop*' , 
oh fl,l'gcd wit h powderetl chi llio~ alJd must,nl'd seed, lind 
moist..onod with a. Hol utioll of <Ja lt , which sometimes i!:1\ve 
rise to f'xtenfll vo ulce rat.ion . 

9. Beating t.he j (Jin t ~ oC t.11(' :lrm~ and Itlgs with 8. 

woodHIl mallct., 
10. Applicat ioll of ~ml\l't. blows 011 t he 8.ukJo bolJes 

wit.h 0. short t.hi('K st ick. 
11 . COllllJel1ing' an inth vidnal to intpr lace his 601501'9, 

of which tho (>ntls wore sl (ueezod by t.he hauds of 1)00118 
(ol'dorlies), who occasionally illtroducL.'<i t.ho use of MUt] 

to secure A. fi r mal' gri p. 
12. Pla.cing fhp ha.nrl Hnt. on the g round , and then 

pres8ing downward Rt either end f\ st,ic\: placed hori zon~ 

Wly over the back of t he fin gers. 
13. A common form of tlxtracting informatiotl is 

Ra.id to be entwining a wot string round the first jointa of 
the fingers, bringing the end betwe6n the middie fingers, 
and tying t.he lland tightly book towards tbe elbow. The 
string is then bea.ten wit·h a. stick, as if it was a cotton-
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carding machine. The "ibrfl.tion causes 8ufficieDt pain 
to ma.ke the most obdurate person spt:'nk out. Or cotton· 
wicks, saturated with oil, arc wrapped round the fingers, 
and lighood in 8ucue.'1sio l! . 

1.4. Tying by the hauds lo a l.reo, and beatiug with 
t.:uunrind switches. 

15. Tying in a stooping pO'J itioll to tho wilefJI of a 
b!'lndy (country cart). 

1 G. Hanging up head dowllwal'ds . 
l? Suspension by tlw arms tied hehind tbo back. 
18. Striking t,wo defaulters' heads against ench 

othel', or toYing them tog~thcr by the back hail'. 
19. AnnBnthiil.-Placiug an individual in a !1\tu~pillg 

position, fadtening a string to each gl'eat toe, passing 
the bight over tllc ba<~k of the neck, awl putting a stone 
on his back, The augavastmDl or haudkerchief of the 
defaulter was sometimes used as a substitu te for the 
rope. Or the I'ope was llLaue of a rret'per, or straw, 
which could always U~ obtainell in a village. In report­
ing on this form of ordeal, an Offi Ct' l' comma.nding a 
regiment expressed ili oS opiniol1 a~ follull' 'l. .. The stoop. 
ing posture enforced by the leg and lleck being held ill 
proximity no doubt n.tu~t be highly inconvenient, and to 
a plethoric Englishman ml~ht almost l~mouD t to torture, 
but to tbe supple cool. blooded native I ~hou1d hesitate 
in deacribing the enforced attitude a~ one of torture." 

20. Standing exposed to the gun, with a heavy stone 
on the bead. on the back between the shoulders, or on the 
nape of the neck. with onc foot on thfl ground, and the 
oUler leg raised by means of 8. string passed rGund the 
nook &lid big ~. 
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2 J. Placing LL fJtlrsou in the SUII with a. 8ton6 on his 
head, and tile trigger of a lUatchlock shut upon his ear. 

22, ] f a J ugi pleads inability to pa.y the fine 
infticted for cowmittillg adultery, tIC has to walk a. 
furlong with a mill- sloue on his head. 

23. Bqull,Uing with the gluteal l'Cb';on touchiu,!.{ the 
grounu. The UI'IDS wel'e then placed undt'r anei insido tim 
thighs, and t.he individual was made to take hold of his 
ears, one with tltlcli hancL Jf he attemptt'll to move, he 
was struck with a cam'. 

24. Passing an imlivitiual's turhau or It wisp of 
grass over his neck, fastening it lIudel' the knees so as to 

vut him in ~I hending postnl'l·. and placing a heavy stono 
on tIle hack. In lieu of stones, lumps of mud were 
sometimes applied. And, in ODe CIlS~'. a portion of 8. 

mud wall is specifird . 
25. Sitting in the sun, during the hottes1 part of the 

day, with the heart of the hair a1l1oose. und executing & 

curious operation of turning the ht.'atl in a whirling 
manner, which was known a~ extracting the devil, the 
driving out of which WH~ assisted by flagell:..tioll. 

26. Sitting down with a stone in each hand, the 
palms upwards in line with the shoulder. 

27. A large slab of stoue, such as is used for building 
purposes. is placed ou a wan's chest and abdomen. with 
tUl'be.ns between it aed the skin. so that DO mark of the 
stono lsleft thereon, Another man sits astride the etone, 
find brings pressure to bear. 

28. Keeping tm individual in a stooping posture by 
holding him down by 1110 back.hair, while othera ,..ere 

: plac~ asl.rid. ou hi. b&ck. . 
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29. Standing in water or mud, exposed toO the heat 
or inclemency of the weathC't'. 

30. Standiug upon one leg. with a lilrge log of wood 
on the head. 

:H. One of R man's Ipgs WitS pulled anrl tied to A 

tree, in the heat of the l:nm, n~ high as pos!:IiLle, while hie 
body was secured to another tree. thereby compelling him 
to support himself only on one lpg. 

32. SH~pension hy tho feet to tht- huugh of n. tree, or 
rastening an inclividua,l to a trc(>, ulldpr which a fire luu\ 
beeu kindlpd for the purpose of suffocating him with the 
smoke. A worn8.D, with a view to extorting a confe-asioD 
of theft (which ~ he had not ('ommitten). was tied np by 
onp Rrm to the hranch of a tree, nnd, while sllspl.'nded 
above the gl'Ounrl, her cloth lUl\fing partly fnUau off, sho 
was whipped with tarnal'lud switches on her private parts. 

:3 :3. Binding the nrlDq bn.ckwnrdA vury tightly with 
cordR, to act a..q a tOllruilluet, and imvede tbe circulation. 

34. A m all Wfi S reported to have .. Willig a young ,zirl 
by her ha.nds aud hn.ir to the beam of hi$; houso, beaten 
ber, and hl'll.udod her face and a.rm with a hot knife, 
because 8he had taken niuE' l'iCt.. (small coin) from his 

room. 
35. P lacing sharp~vointed Ktone$; in tho hollows 

of tho k~8, alld making the individual Hit lor honrs 
together on his ballnciles. 

36. MUllkf'ts were tlll'ned down hy making a man 
support thorn wil,b .,he mnl7.les reRting on his great toea. 
in wh.ieh position he CO litiul1erl for hOlll'8 togeth~r in the 
heat of tlKl mid-dar 'lin. 



410 TOR-TURF: no ByaONII DJ. n, r~ 

87. -\. mElD was made to support another, 61:poaed 
to the heat of the S Ull, in tho position of horse and rider 
for a. few hours, when the- rider diqmonnterl flDn was ridden 
by the other for the SRlt\e length flf time. 

38. 'Pwisting t.he en.l·~. or the application of ea'!'-
twitchers. 

39. Pounding thtl ba.ck with the fish. 
40. Piliching the flo:o;hy parts \\'ith sand. 
·11 Compression of c:.mn.ll portion" of the skin of tho 

iunel' part of the thighl4 and otlwr o;;snsiti \' t' spots betweeu 
the polDt .. of iron pincers. 

42, Applicatiou 01 hot 011 to tho skin. 
13. A mall, h..'t\'ill~ IO'lt 'lama c:,mall nrtide {1'(,1ll hi8 

hou~(), proceeded, as It 1lll\tt.t", of ordiua.ry I'ontine, til dtp 
thp hand .. of hi" thr(lc \dves into hoiling cow ,I ling, to 
indue<' them to conf('~s. 

M. Applica.tiou of th(' f)url of n lightt~\l ciqar to 
variol1s parts of the body. 

46. UODfinemeDt in B "ltll8,l1 room, with a I"a.tl. ~nake 

foc company. 
46. Reoring with hot Irons, or braTlfling with a. bot 

~ickle. 

4.7 . Driving thorll~ unne}' tbo nails. 

48. Putting a persall into a room or oAge, t.he floor of 
which is thickly studded with sharp nailS, or into ael. 
room rull of smokE", In the days of the port~ 
Malabar, criminals are said to have been put ig.~ a. r 

-with tbe points of nails projectini'iotd its Uit'J.M:or. aud 
rolled .bout. 
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49. Tightening a stroug tape applied round the 
waist. 

60. Making a man run up and down, while he was 
held by the ears, or pulled by the uaek-hair. 

61. Pulling out., singeing, or lifting by the hairs of 
the mOllstache, Whi(lh, bosides iuftictillg physical pain, were 
cOllsidered a mark of disgrace. 

52 .. Tyiog a. scratching and burrowing beetle called 
the carpenwr or potter's beetle or poolln.y inflect. within 
a half cocoanut shell or cloth over the navel or scrotuUl. 
A. European Police Officer tells me that he has tried 
the burrowing btletle on himself, and writes to me &8 

follows. <I My experiences were so dreadful that I should 
havo will ugly confessed t.o any crime to the District 
Magistrate, who was with me At the timo. The subject's 
arms have to be tied behind his back, flnd he must lie 
flat on bis back. The sommtioll 18 nt first rather ,uDusing, 
it then becomes annoying, and in a very few mwut81 
positive agony, It is just as if the insects SEe gettJ.ng 
into your vitals in swarms, A cold sweat, 8.l.ld an I all 
gone,' feeling wa~ the r{'Rult. Whon tbe sholl is removed, 
all unpleasant symptoms lh~appea,·. nnd DO IDark of any 
description in the regioll of the JJa.vel can be seem. 'l'his 
is, of courst!. very important ill tortul'e aa.ses, I believe 
Lt is a com won peactice ill the sonthern districts. a.nd 
not con6ned to the police, but resorted to by village 
~~'iD the ael;ttement of dispntes." 
, 68. intro~Df live blood·Buclter. (lisards with 
sharp claws) within~ clothes. In recent yea.ra, a 
.... oman who was convicted of murder stated. in her appeal. 

> 68 
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thN.sha confa"ed beo&use the police suspended her hea.d , 
downwards. beat her, stripped off her clothes, and threat. 
ened to let a live blood~sucker into her " , body." In 
cases where · confession by a woman is BOught for, the 
following treatment is sa.id to be resorted to. She is 
put into a pair of baggy Muhammadan trJusers. which 
are tightly tied round the knees and waist. Within the 
trousers f\ large blood-sucker is let loose. The f!harp 
cla.ws and spines of thE' dorsal crest are said to be exces­
sively irritating. as the fUlirnal wanders ahout in search 
of a. haven between the legs or under the gluteal region 
from the prodding which it reCelves to keep it on the 
move. Two men who Wf're living in concubinage with 
a widow could not get her to disgorge money wherewith 
they might indulge in cock-fighting and other local ,ports. 
They, accordingly, tieu btlr knef's into her arm-pits, 
and threatened to torture her with a blood-sucker. The 
tb.rea.t was most effective. as they went oft with some 
thing like twelve hundred rupees, leaving the widow 
trussed. 

64. Application to the eyes of tIle &end juice of the 
cashew-nut (Anacord'iull~ Occidentale). 'l'he oil is at the 
present day used mE'diciDally as a powerful rubefacient · 
and vesicant. The Judge of Mangalore, many years 
ago, met with R case jp which a person who fotluci a 
boy stealing his cashew-nuts, rubbed the acrid juice iot.q 
hi' eyes.-

55. Beating the sole. of the feet with twigs of the 
milk-hedge plant (Euphorbia Tirucall.). the jUi08 of wh~ 
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prodUCHS severe blistering. In a false charge of to~ 
the juice of this plant was used to produce th.e app... 
ance of branding. . 

56. In the Vizagapatam hill tractq, a Speci68 of 
nettle grows, which ctlUqf>'J excrucjatmg irritation of the 
skin. but lea\'es no mark. A persoD, tied down, aud gently 
stroked with the nettle on t.he most o:Iensitive pOrtiODi of 
his external anah.my. will, it is reported, say whatever 
is required of hlm. 

67. Squ .. ezing the testicles . 
. 58. Inserting chlllies 11100 the eyes, nostrils, or 

urethra. For the purpose of extracting confessions from 
women, a disgusting applicatIOn of chllhes was sometimes 
resorted to. A clergyman, mlltly yenrs ago, informed the 
CoUector of TanjoJ'{) that, havillg missed a cheque from 
his table, he m!\do enquiry among hiS serva.nts concerning 
it. In order to A.Scertain whether it had. Lee[l taken by 
the onlJ child on the e8ta.bh ~hmflI1t. hie eyes were fillod 
with red chillies by the othPr servants -

59. Insertion of iron wire, a. heated bougie, or atraw 
into tho urethra A few years ago, a man who wea 
&dmitted into hospital made a statement tha.t he had been 
attacked three weeks previously by robbers, who thoag1Jt 
he had SOLOe money conceal"",} In a field. They threw b.i.JII 
on his back. forced a. piece of stiff spiker grass (BpMl"­

grass) into his urethra, and worked it up and down till It 
broke off short. The piece of grass, which was sev8IL 

inches long, was removed by urethral incision. In a 
panna1 ca&e, a. narrow strip of bamboo, and the midrib 
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of the lea8et of I\. cocoanut tree smeared with lJ'Owdered 
chillies, were used instead of So blade of grass, 

60. A young girl WIIB dropped down ~ wen by • 
rope fastened round her neck, with a view to extorting a 
confession of theft, 

61. Ducking in a pond 011 a cold morning. and then 
having the subject punkahed vigorously (presuma.bly with 
• hand fan). 

62. Dipping in wl'lls flml rivers, till th~ individual 
wa.s half suffocated.. 

63. Putting a pt.'rson illLo It. nest of red ants if! sairl to 
bave been all efi'uutive method of. axt,rar.tmg a confe!lsion. 
This, with the recollection of an ~nCo ullter with red ants 
before me, 1 can readily believe. 

64.. A Ul'ali woman of the Coimbatore hills, who, 
aftel' marriage, refuses to live with her husband, iF: 
punished thus. Rhe is tied tu a trf!e, and the Kolkn.ran 
(assistAnt to the bead-man) empties tho contents of a 
hornet or WHSp'S nt"'lt at her feet. After a few minutes the 
woman is quegtioned, and, if she a.grees to live with ber 
husband, sbe must , in t oken of as<Klnt, lick a. mark made 
on bis baok by the Kolka.ran with fowl's e):crement, saying 
H YOH are my husband. In future I shall not quarrel with 
you, and will obey YOIl" Even aftel' this ordeaJ lise been 
gone through, a woman may. on payment of a fine, leave 
her husband in favour of another ma.n of tbe tribe. 

66. Another form of punishment for a woma.n. found 
guilty of adultery is to tie a mortar in front, and a cat OD 

her ba.ck, and drag heT through the streets, while the 
morta.r dra~s heT' towards the ground. &ad the oat 
am-aLehes htlr in its struggles to get free. 



66. If a Mft1aiali woman of the Javiidi hills commits 
adultery, the young men of thtl tribe are set loo8e on her 
to work their wicked way, &fter which she is put in a 
pit filled with COW-dILDg and other filth. An old man 
naively remarked that adultery \Vas very rare. 

67. When a. man of the Baidya (Billa.va) ca.st,e in 
South Canara had criminal intercourse with a Paraiyan 
woman, a form of punishment, known as gudi shudda, 
was resorted to in former daYI!. ~~ven huts were 
erectt'd, and set on fire. The dtllinquent was then made 
to pass through the fiery furnace. 

68. Cotnpellillg a person to ~at human excrement. 
69. Tying bullock bons!\, and otller degrading 

articles, round the nook. 
70. Putting 9 low-caste man on the back of Ii mfUl 

of hightlr caste. 
71. Bringing a man's wife, sisters, or itaughters, 

removing their clothiug by force, and milking tht1m 
appear naked before biroself alld other men. 

72. Tying the hair of the he3.d to a donkey or 
buffalo's tail, lUll] paradillg through the streets of the 
village. 

73. Of trial by ordeal with boiling lead and oil, th.tJ 
following cases are recordod in the 'rellicherry Factory 
diary, 1762. .. The king regent of Colastria'e m~ter 
being IU'rived. thc Mool'man accUl&Cd, by t,bE." Tivity 
this day dipped. his fingers tLrefl times into boiling 
lead, scooping out some e very time, a.fter which his 
hand was l!e8led up in a bag as customary, to be open~ 
011 the third day. Three da.ys later it is recorded tba.t: 
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the Moorman's hand being this day unsealed, no burn or 
blister appeared upon it, whereon be was released, 
and the Tinty, his accuser, sentenced to pay him 
the sum of fanams as a retaliation. A Nair, 
being accDsed by a Moor of intending to kill him 
with 8. musquet offered to clear himself by dipping his 
hand in boiling oil, which the Moor was at first willing 
to abide by. But aD entry in the diary states that 
the Moor, ha.ving declined to abide by the deeisioo of 
the 'l'ryal of boiling 011. the Na.ir is I'f"ieased, and the 
Moor and two WitUesS8'i produced by him fined the Bum 

of fifty fana.ms each. bemg esteemed agreea.ble to the 
oustom of the country to have falsely accn.:ed him ." 

74. A.mong the Jagls, as 8 proof of chastity, the 
ol'deal of drinking 8 potful of cow.dung or cbilly water haa 
to be undergone. In form er da.ys, a person &Coused of 
adultery in rrravtinoore was permitted to submit to the 
ordeal of dipping t.he hands In boiling ghi at the temple of 
Suohindram. 'fhia temple darives its nawe from Indra, 
who a.ccording to the legend, had illicit interooura8 with 
Ahalya, the wife of G_e.uta.ma. :&ishi, and had to undergo 
tJiis form of ordeal.· 

From a. collection of reportp. (1793) {rom Rij88 and 
other Dative chiefs In Malabar relative to the system find 
na&ges observed by them and their ancestors in the 
lW:hniniatration of justice, I ga.ther that, if any Brahman 
was suspected of theft or cohll.hita.tion wit,h a "woman rA 
low caste, the Raja sent him, together with the four 
plincipal people of the country, with a letter to tM 
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pagoda of Sujiruirab, whero t,hey were to inform the heads 
of the pagoda of all partioula.rs. After the usual custom. 
bad been paid to them, a pot of coooanut oil was bot1ed. 
on a fire; and, when it was properly boiled, the BUSpeotad 
person dipped his hand into it. If the blind blistered, he 
was pronounced gnilty. If a Nayar was, in like manDer. 
suspected, he had to submit to the ordeal in the fort of 
Baliapatnam. 

75. To test the chastity of a 'l'angalan ParaiY8D 
bride, the following ordesl had to be undergone on the 
wedding day. immedia.tely after tbe tali-tying ceremony. 
Some cakes were phlced in. boiling oil in an earthE"D oriroD 
receptacle The bride, after f\ bath ,and clad in wet clothes, 
bad to pick out t he cakes with her hand, after an exami" 
nation of httr hair, nails, aod cloth. to see if she had 
about her any charm or magical drug. Immediately 
after taking out the cakes from the oil, sht- bRd to hod 
a small quantity of rice. And, if ahe did this suoce8&fuUy, 
b~r cbastity was established. One form of punishment 
inDicted on Paraiyans by their bead-man is ma.king • 
man crawl on his hl\nds and knees betw6eu the legs of • 
Paraiyan womaD . 

76. The following form of ordeal among the Kora.. 
vans is described by Mr. F. S. Mnllaly.- .. , Should. 
Koravan SU/:lpect anothe-r of having committed a. crime, 
and he denies it, sevt-ral persons take new pots, pnt rice 
and w&OOr in them, and place theIll on the fire. Wh()oo 
8Oel'er'S rice boils first has not committed the offence, bot­
tbe ollt1ler of the second pot which boils is deemed tL 
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guilty 000. and he has to pay all the expenses. If two 
pots boil at the sa.me time, they resort to trw by ordeal. 
A new pot is filled with boiling ghi with n four-anDs 
piece in it, aDd the suspected person is told to take it 
onto If he is innocent, he will at once offer to dt) so; 
but, if guilty, so grent is thoir s,tperstitiGn. he will at 
once confess." 

77. In TraV8.ncore there wa.s a judicial ordeal by 
sna.ke bite. The accused thru~t hiR hand into a mantle, 
in which a. cobra wa..s wrapped up. If it bit hitlJ, he wa.s 
guilty; if not, he w a.!\I innocent . " That W~ have here/' 
Frazer writes,· <. a l'fOlic of Lotemism apP/'ars not only 
from the wOl"lhip of sURkes ill the dist rict. but al!1o from 
t.he fact that, If a. dead cobra WRS found hy the people, 
it was burned with the same cen~mollie~ as I he body of 
a man of high caste." 

78. Tho crocodiltl ordeal, in which n man ewam 
across a. sheet of water ~wa.rmjDg wit.h thi-'''Ie hea.Rts, was in 
vogue in Mala.bar, to detcrmiutl tilt' gllilt or innocenoe 
of crimina.ls. "The accused," Visscher writes, t II is 
compe-lled, after a soll·mn profession of innocence in the 
preStlDCC of the Briihmin l'l aud nobles, :md of a great 
concourse of 'peoplE" to swim HcrOSH this (Uranganoor) 
river and back; or, if he cannpt. do this, he must be 
dragged through, holding on with his hands to a bOAt. 
If the crocodile pulls him ul1der, it is a. sign of his guilt j 
if otherwise, he is released as innocent." 

79 .. The following method of discovering theft or 
any kind of concealment by chewinl£ rice is described by 



Daniel Johnson, - "A. Brahmin is ~ent for, who writet 
down all the names of the people in the house, or who 
a.re luspected, Next day he consecra.tes a piece of ground 
by covering it with cow-dung snd water, over whioh h8 
88YS flo long pra.yer. The peopJe then assemble on thia 
spot in a line facing the Brnhmiu, who ha.s with him 
some dry rice, of whICh he delivers to each person the 
weight of 8 four·cornered rupee, or that quantity weighed" 
with the sacred stone called saJagrf\m, which is deposited 
in a leaf of the pippa! or ba.nyan tree. At tho time of 
de1ivering it, t.ho Brahmin pots his right hand on eaoh 
person's head, and ft'peR-ts !to short prR-yer; und, when 
finished, he dirocts them all to chew the rice, whioh at; 
a. given time mast be pl'oduced on the leaves masticated. 
The person ai' versons. w hose rice is not thoroughly 
mastica.ted, or exhibits !ley blood with it, is considered 
guilty. The faith they all have of the power of tho Rrih. 
min, a.nd a guilty conscience nperating at the same time, 
suppresses the natural floW' of saliva to the mouth, with .. 
out which tbe hard particles of the rice bruise and out 
the gums, caasing them to bleed, which they themsel ... 
are sensible of, and in mO!:lt instances confess the crime." 
rhe same writer givt:s the three following modes of asoer­
taining the persons guilty ,,)f practising witchcraft:- ' 

Firtl.-Branc.hes of tbe saul (Sltorea rubtut.) ~ 
marked with the Wimes of all the females in the villap. 
whether married or unmarried, who have attained the ap 
of twelve years, a.re planted in the water in tlut momiD, 
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for the space of four hours and~&-ha.lf j &Dd the withering 
of any of these branches is proof of witchcraft against. 
the person whose na.me is annexed to it. 

SP-COM. - Small portions of rice enveloped in cloths, 
marked a~ above, are placed in a nest of white ants . The 
consumption of tho rice in 8.DY of the bags establishes 
sor cery against the woman whose Dame it- hears. 

Tliird.--Lamps at'S lighted at night. Water is 
placed in cups made of loaves, and mustard-seed and oil a.re 
poured, drop by drop, into the water, whilst thA nameof 
each woman in the vi llage is pronounced. The appef\l'8nce 
of tbo shadow of any woman on the water, during the 
ceremony, proves her a witch. 

80. A queer form of punishment is SOmttl..i.w6s 

inDicted.by the caste council when a Ra.velo (Oriyt\ temple 
servant) ill-treats and deserh his wife. He is mnde to !nt 
under ODe of the bamboo coops with whicb fish are caught, 
and his wife sits on the t.op of it. Five pots of water are 
then poured over the pa.ir of them, ill imitation of tbe caste 
custom of pouring five pots of water over a dead body 
before it is taken to tho burning ground, the ceremoDY 
taking place in the part of the house where the corp" 
would be washod. Tho wife then throws "way a la.dle, and 
breaks a oooking-pot, just as she would have done had 
her husba.nd really beOD dead, a.nd further breaks her 
bangles, a.nd tears off her necklace, as she would have 
daDA if sbe was really a widow. Ha.ving thus signified 
tha.t her husband is dead tober, sbe goes straight off to 
her parents' house, and is free to marry again.-
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81. A Koraga woman nf South Cansra, whEtn found 
guilty of adultery, is saiel to bo tr~ted in the following 
extraordinary way. If her paramour is of lo~ caste 
similar to herself, he has to marry her. But, in order to 
pnrify her for the ceremony. he bns to build a hut, a.nd put 
the woman inside. It is theu set on fire, sDd the woman 
{lscap~ as best sbe C8.11 to another place where the same 
performance is gone through, srld sn on until she baa 
been burnt out seven times. 8he is theu considered once 
more an honest woman, and fit to be again rq.8.rrioo. 

82. I< Sometimes." a recent writer states· r a big cwo 
hangs suspended from a tree, and the village panchayats 
(tribunals) are held in the Aiyanar (or Sanorali Karuppan) 
t.emple. The accused IS ma.de to submit to a.n ordeal 
in proof of his innocollce. Tbe ordeal con'3ists in bie 
swearing on tb" chain, Which be is made t;() touch. He 
has 811Ch a dread for this procedure that, as. soon as he 
touches the chain. he comes out with the truth, failure 
to speak the trut.h being punighed by some calamity. 
which he bolicves will overtake him within a. week. 
These chains are also sus pended to the trees near the 
temples of village godde9ses. Wld used by village 
panchayats to swear the accused in any trial. before 
the panohayat.." 

83. Gt>Uows.-Tn the Bellary Manual (l872) it i. 
recorded that II the hills through which the Otikllna.ma 
ghit passes, were till recently ilie haunt of some of the 
worBt. ob,ra.ct.ers in tile district. where they met to a.rrange 
their plans for g&ng robberies, a.nd into the recesses of 
which they retreated wit~ their plunder obtained from 
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the ricb villagps around. Aboutthirty years ago, one.of 
these gangs attacked.. 8. village on the Otika.nama. ghit,a.nd, 
liaving looted it, set fire to a. large hut ip. which BOrne 
seventy womt'n and children had taken refuge. Some of 
the ring-leaders were ca.pturod. and, after being execnted, 
werp hung up in cba.ins near the scene of their crime, 
where their bonos a.re still to be seen in tha iroD~ cages, 
in which they were sU'Jpendod." In the jLtngles of 
Anantap1Jr, about 3i miles from the village of Buk.ka.­
patnam, is a gallows,- said to have beeT' erected by 
order of Sir Thomas Munro. The cross-beams and sup­
portiS are made of teak, and tho two Iron cages suspended 
to the cross-beam by big iron hooks. Local people Bay 
that it was used only once, when the two ring-leadefB uf & 

band of dacoits, the terror of the neighbourhood, were 

bound, put alive lnto the cages. each of which is only jURt 
big enough to hold a man, and Rtarved to death. The 

• mode of torture had such an --excellent effect on the rest 
that no mot"6 was heard of dacoity. On a stone nea.r one 
of the gallows, an Inscription in Telogu reoords that 
Boosain Rahib and Ba.de Ibra.him Jpmadar, were hung 
near Pasikallu, by order of the Foujda.ri Court, on Sep­
tember Bth, 1837, for ki1iing a man by throwing &. n0088. 

84. The manner of carrying out capital punishment 
in Mala.bar, in days gone by. W83 sometimes barbarous in 
the extreme U Criminals," Mr. Logan writes, t U were 
out in half and exposed on a cross-bar. in the manner 
.tiIl adopted with tiger. and panther. Blain in hunting 

, 
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expeditions, and offered as a sacrifice to local deities.') 
Thieves were simila.rly cut in two a.ud impaled On & stake. 
which probably had So cross-bar, 8.8 the word for it and 
tbat for an eagle or vulture are identical. But impaling 
alive was also known, and. in ) 7~5, two Mn.ppilaa were 
thus treated after a llretend.ed tria1 for alleged. robbery 
in a Nayar'g house. Finally, great oriminals were i.t 
times wrapped up in green palm leaves. and tOfn 
asunder, probably by elephants. II 

8b. The Civil Surgeon of Coimbatore, many years 
ago. mentions a case in which a subordinate official, 
to extort. a. confession, enveloped the limbs of & 

person in cotton soued in oi), which he set fire to .... 
Professional burglars. who wish to find out where 
valua.bles are concealed, even nowadays pour kerosine 
oil over those from whom they wiah t.o extract the infor .. 
mation, and threaten to set fire to it if they do not 
reveal their secret. A successful method of extorting & 

confession, which is still resorted to. is to keep on talking 
by relays to the fluspect, and continue to ply him with 
the same queHtioll without ceasing both by day and night. 
Some years ago, in Mala.bar, Q man was accused, and, 
being strongly snspected, was taken into nominal oustody 
fOf the purpose at lDvestiption. H~ gave several 1'&1&" 

bUng and contradictory statements, 80 the police o~ 
kept him OIr the ma.rch, with orders that he was not kt 
be a.llowed to sleep until be revealed tbe truth. Be wu 
kept going from .... tion to station for n .... ly four dayo, 
&ad fin&lly gave a full confesaion. 



From the collection of Tflporta already referred to, 
I have ga.tnered the following informa.tion rell\ting to 
punishment and ordeal in bygone days in ltfa.la.bar :-

1. If a.ny K unBn detected ,mother a.t night in a.n 
apartment with bis wife or mistress, he wa~ permitted. to 
kill him, and cut off the woman's hair anel repudiate her. 

2. If any Kurian robbed the trea.sury. or anything 
else b~longing to the Raja, he was first to repa.y the 
value of what he had stolen, and sometimes had. his hand 
01" 8. finger cut off. or was put to death. 

3. For various forms of pf:'tty larceny, the offender 
was confined and received corporal punishment. 1£ proved 
guilty a socond time, he was deprived of a member, a.nd. 
put to death with a sworn for a further offtmce. 

4. If a person committed theft, he was kept in 
confinement for six months or a year, and a little of his 
flesh or nose cut oft'. 

5. If a TIyan, Mappila, or other Kurian was accused 
of robbery or illicit cohabita.tion, and the charge was Dot 
olearly proved, those learued in the sha,stras assembled 
with a. court, and an iron hatchet wa.s made roo. bot. 
The accused, after declaring his innocence. had to take 
the hatcbet in hi!:! ha.nd, 8.ud, if the hand W&9 burnt, he 
was prononnoed guilty, and punis.hed by amputation ot 
a hand or finger, or with death. 

6. If a.nyone was convicted of 8. serious theft, he was 
put to death, unless he was a Brahma.n, in which case he 
was excommunicated. 

7. If the Raja's Protikars levied more than their just 
dues. and extorted money from or otherwise oppretaed 
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the people. the RAja. caused th~ offender to be sei.ed and 
exposed to the publio gaze on the l,igh-road with bie 
ha.nds and feet in irons. 

8. 1n the event of a. personal quarrel between two 
persons, when the wounds were eqtlal, Lhe parties bad 
to pay their own eXpeOli811 until they were cured. But 
if only one of the parties was wounded, the other was 
ordered to pay the expenses of the wmmded man ti1l his 
wounds healed. 

9. For adultery between a man of low ca!:lte and a 
woma.n of high caste, the man was put on the cahu, and the 
woman given by the Rija. as a. slave to whom he pleased. 

10. Whena per!'on committed murder,he was, befoI'8 
t,hs death sentence was carried out, given rice or betel, 
or wha.tev~r be desit'ed to ('at. H 0 was then put to death 
by <I having his skull taken off by a ~ca.lping knife, the 
body to be fixed on the cahu, ,8 pole fixed in the gI'ound' 
for the purpose." If the criminal escaped. and endeav .. 
ours to catch him were ineffectual, his effects were 
secured, and the corpse of the deceased wa.s bnrnt in his 
house. The practice of hanging criminals is said not; to 
have been introrlnced till the time of HRidar Ali. 

11. Sometimes crimina.ls were put to death by 
Iiliooting. It is Doted, for' eu-mple, that, if a woma.n was 
caught by aByone ill fornication, she was put to death 
with a. sword or mu~ket. 

12. If a. differet!.C6 a.rose between two people meeting 
of the principal men of the thirty thousand was convened. 
and they sometimes decreed that the plantMn trees, betel 
vinest betel.nut aDd cocoanut trees in the garden of the 
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goilty person sbould be cut down, other planUi destrored 
with a sword, and his house unroofed. 

18. If, i~ a dispute, one man kilJed a.nother, the 
principal roen of the thirty thousa.nd met a.t the fort of 
Va.la.chereeoota., and on entering the first bouse thereof 
turned their targets and Bat thereon while they ft.wait,ed 
the sentence of the arMIs Paradevada. 

14. Any person wounding II. Brahma.n or a. oow wa.s, 
if blood was seen to iS8ue from. the wounil, punished 
witb de.th. 

15. If a. Brahman killed a cow. hfl was excommuni­
cated, or subjected to the expiation required by the 
shistras. 

]6. If a. Rrnbman woman was ruined in charRcter. 
ShA was excommllnicnt.ed, and, the ceremonies of- her 
obsE'lquies having been perfol'med, she wn,s made OVf'f as 

. a part of tile property of Government. 
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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT [N VEIlNAOULAR 
SCHOOLS. 
--~ 

THE following account is based. Oll notes supplied by 
native correspondents who havll lD thelr early youth 
witnessed Borne of the punitive method 'J here described. 
Many of the forme of punishment have been demonstl'ated. 
to me, when in camp. by young fl.ud old, who were 
evidently giving a graphic description of what they had' 
themselv~B seen or undergone. It is worthy of notice 
that, in many cases, the school-mates of the culprit took 
pa.rt in the administration of the punishment, 8S, in 
former days, every soldier of a regiment was made A 

public executioner in the punishment of running the 
gauntlet (or gaotlope). . 

1. The teacher in vernacular schools, like mem~n 
of his oalling m other parts of the world, uSes the rod, 
whit?h is a ratt&ll apout a qua.rter of an inch thiok. and 
three feet in length, sometimes ornamented with a silver 
ferrala at each eud. This, aon the style used for writing 
on palm lea.v.es, are the insignia of his profession. There 
is no restriction SA to the parts of the body to which the 
rod is applied, but the palms of the hands, buttocks, And 
back are the most favourite spots. Caning is Bometimee 
reaorted to in lieu of a fine for bad conduct. Sometimea 
boya had to keep their buttocks uncovered during the 
whole time they were in school, so that they were. ready 
lor ClDing if they were naughty. 
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In addition to caning, the folloW'ing forms of 
punishment are. or were, formerly inflioted. 

2. Pulling and sorewing the lobe or helix of the ears, 
or boxing the ears. 

3. Hitting the head with the knuckles. 
4. Slapping the cheeks, which may be done by the 

teacher, anoth~r hoy in the class, or the culprit himself, 
if his previous conduct has been good. 

D. Two naughty boys slap (>a.ch other on toe cheeks. 
6. Piuching the fleshy parts of the boay, more 

especially the thigh. 
7. Putting sOlDe sand or powdered granite auat on 

the b8J'e thigh, and pinching the part. In village schools 
the children are seated on the Hoor with sand spread 
out in front of them. They leuu the alphabet by 
writing with the forefin ger in the saud, which i~ always 
at hand 8.9 a. punitive medium. 

8. The hoy stands with his feet together, and, 
crossing hi~ a.rms in front, 'holdq the lobe of his right ear 
with the left hand, and of his left ear with the right 
hand. He is t hen mada to stoop down, and touch the 
ground with his elbows from ton to s. huudred timas 
according to the gravity of the offence. 

9. Passin~ one hand under the leg, cR-telling hold 
of the nose, a.nd rising and sinking alterp8.tely. 

10. A stick, lour or fi ve feet long, is passed under 
~he knef's,llnd the boy places his elbows beneath it. The 
Lhumbs anti big toes at e t ied together by separate strings. 
Thus trussed, he is rolled away into a corner of the 
school-room, there to meditate on his fault. 
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11. The boy is converttlrl into <l horse, and made 
to carry about another boy aea.ted on ru8 ba.ck, with 
frequent turnings. 

12. The arms ara crossed so that tho fingers of the 
rigllt haud gras}J the tip of the left ear, and vire vBlsa. 

The boy theu has to sit down sud l:ltand up alterlJately 
a numbtlr of times P('opol'Lio(lAW to th0 gravity of his 
offence. 

H. '1'h8l'e are some plants (nettls8). the lea.ves of 
whioh~ when rubbod into the skiu, causo a. buruing and 
pricking sensat ion. Th(" hands of the boy 8,('0 tied in 
front, nnd thti leaves applied to the back. The effect 
lasts for several hours, at tht" end of which time cocoa.nut 
oil is rt,hbod in to t'rev~mt swi3lling, 

]4. '1 he boy is made to Atoop, with only the big toe 
and forefiuger of the right side touchmg tho ground, and 
the whole weight of the body is thrown on the toe and 
forefinger. If the other toes and fingers touch the ground, 
they al'e rllpped with the cane. ThIS vunishml;lut is ca.lled 
standing on noodles. 

15. The right ankle bemgcrossoo over the left thig~ 
the boy b&8 to stoop with the tip of the right forefinger. 
touching the ground. 

16. The boy stoops down with IllS le£?;s stretohed 
apart, and his right hand on the ground a.bout three feet 
in front of him, wlnle he reads a book held in ih~ left 
band. 

17. Kneeling s.Iternately on tha right and left knee~ 
while the ears a.re clut.ehed wiLh tho ha.nds of toe crossed 
arms. 
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18. Standing or hopping on one leg . 
• 

19. Another form of punishment is known as sitting 
like 8. chair. ]n tID!!' the boy, with bi~ hands tied 01' 

crossed in front, or stretched out at right angles to the 
trunk, is made to squat wit.h hi~ back touching 1l wall, 
and the buttocks on a. level with thl' knees. Sometimes 
spiny fruits are placed in the hollow of the bent knof'. 
joints. A line it! drawn on the wall above his head, 
which. must not be l'a.ised above the line. The steel 
style used for writing is fixed. into the ground with its 
sharp--pointed end towards thcl huttocks. In a "!Dodified 
form of this subtle punishment, the school slates are piled 
up on "he boy's lap or head. . 

20. The feet being Rovers} feet from a wa.lL the 
forehead is made to touch the wall, and, in tIlls uDcomfort­
able attiLude, a book hoh1 in the hands is read. 

21. 'l'htl legs being streliched wide apart, the boy 
haa to sit ,qlternately on the right aDd left huttock. 

22. Tbe boy sits on the floor, with his olothes 
removed, and h&nds Il.nd feet tied. His face. body, a.nd 
limbs. and the ground a.round him. are smeared with 
jaggery wawr. Ants a.nd other insects are attncted by 
this,. and the Akin becomes coverod with tbem. 

23. He is made to stand np with the arms oroSBed. 
in front. His f eat ara then dragged B,Part, and he bas 
to stand with the legs widely separated. 

24. He bas to crawl betweeD the outstretched legB 
of 'he other pupils, 

26. He is made to stoop down. A. loop of string is 
pISsed round his Deck and one of the big toes, or the 
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thumbs are tied to til • . toe.. Tho punishment _1 hf! 
mcreaaed by placing a heavy stone or another boy on 
his back. . 

25A. As a. punishment for bad Landwriting, the 
boy is made to hoM his right arm hori!Ontally, bent 8.8 

in the act of writing. Then any al,tiole whioh is at 
hand, such as a sla.te, piece of paper, or strip of pa.lm~ 
led (olai) is ple.oed. over the elbow-joint, and the boy haa 
to write without lettiug ~he article fall off. If it does, 
he is caned, and the performance is repeated.. 

26. There is a speoies of red a.nt, which builds its 
nest in trees, and whose bite produces severe pa.i.n. A 
boy may be punished by scattering the live ocoupant6 of 
a. nost OVAr his body. 

27. Hanging by the Lands, or punisbment of the 
bow. A rope or bar, which is sometimes bow-shaped. 
strong enough to 'bear the weight of the boy, is suspended 
like & trapeze from the roof, aod clutched with interlocked 
or tied fingers. Burning paddy husk or chillies, sharp 
atones, thorns. or prickly-pear, are spread on the 800r 
beneath him, 80 that he i! afraid to let go his hold. To 
make this punishm~nt more severe, it was sometUues 
combined with number 26. 

28. H ~ boy WlLD.ts to reliave na.ture, he is m&de to 

spit on ". tile heated by exposure to the ann. and muat , 
return before the ae.1iva., which takes the part of a. '88D.d-
«lass. has dried up. 

29.' The boy ia made to mas.ticate at",... 1ik!> 
cIoDkeys or bulJooka. 
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80. He h&8 to spit 00 the joints of the fioge!s, dip 
them in the sand, tmd strike them forcibly on a bench 
or stone. 

31. If a. boy refuses to do his lessons, another lad 
tells him that he will bring butter out of his thumb, the 
back of which he rubs with dry earth or saud till it begins 
to abrade the skin. 

32. The boy is ordered to stand in the blazing sun 
with a weight, e.g., a stonB, on. hio;; head or in his hands; 
and, if he refuses to obey, rt-)ceives a caning. or is pushed 
oO,t of the roolLl by the other boys. Jt may be noted 
that, as punishment for adultery, an unfaithful Yanidi 
woman is mails t,o st.an(l, with l1er legs tied, for a whole 
day in the sun, with 8. basket full of sand on her head.. 

33. Two naughty hays are made to seize each other 
by the ears, and stalld up and sink down alternately, 
while they sing" You arid I are shameless fellows." 

34, 'l"he boy kneels down, and heavy stones are 
placed on his calves. 

35, He is rolled in the sand riuring the hottest part 
of the day. 

36. The block and chain (a variant of the bilhoes). 
This consists of a block of heavy 'Wood, sometimes shaped 
like an Indian club. to wbich is A.ttached a strong iron 
ch.ain four or five feet in lengt.h. The log ma.y be placed 
on the back of the naughty boy, who has to read a book 
while in a stooping attitude; or the free end of the chain 
is f •• tened by a padlock to the leg of the boy, . who ho8 
~ drag or carry the block about with him. it ma.y be lor 
eevera.l days. This form of punishment is still p1"lloOtiseci 
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in the. city of Madras, wher~ a carpenter's ILpprentioe 
was recently seen dra.gging after him a. bloo~) to which he: 
wa.s chained. It is resorted to by rllral schoolmasters, 
carpenters and blacksmiths, parents and .gua.rdians. 
Some years ago a na.tive of Madura. whosA young wife 
was fond of gadding about, puniRbed her by ma.king her 
drag abont a log- clmined a.ml padlocked round her leg. 

37. III the case of boyJ'. who Mhirk attendance a.t 
school, the teacher, accompanied by his pupil", proceeds to 
the h(,U88 of the trnant, and putf\ on his bE-ad a fool's-cap 
made of paper, bamboo, palm-It'af, or grasR matting. He 
is then marched off, or carried by his fellow students to 
school amid the clapping of hands and beating of druws. 

38. Two boys, who are guilty of chatting or quarrel­
ling in the school-room, are made to stand face to face. 
They get a good grip of each other's ears, a.nd tug thereat 
till their foreheads come in painful contact. If they 8l'e 

slow, the t.eacher seizes hold of their htHlds, and brings 
them forcibly together. As a variant, they may, while 
hanging on to the ears, be made to sit down and stand 
up alternately. 

39. Boys are made to kneel down on the hard 
ground, sometimes with arm!:! outstretched and a heavy 
stone in the hands, till the,) have learnt their lesson. 

40. The introduction of benches into school·roolIUl 
has creat.ed a novel fOl'Dl of punishment. The boy lies 
fiat on the bench. back upwards, and is tied to it by 
strings round the neck, waist, and legs. While he is 
thus ce.ptive. his arms are stretcbed Oilt by two other 
boys, and he receives a e&ning. 
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41. The Daughty boy is made to do meDial B~rvioes 
for the 8oho~lmaster. suoh as drawing wa.ter (rom the 
well, etc. 

42. The boy's parents, sister or other near relations, 
are spoken of, in hiB presence. in vulgar and abusive 
langua.ge. 

Since the introduction of the Grant-in-aid Code the 
punishment of the young idea has undergone consider­
able modification. The old schoolmaster is, like Dommie 
Dobiensis, often loved and respected by 'his pupils, 
and there is a, Tamil proverb that" the schoolma,atfll" wil1 
attain the about! of Vishnu (i,e .• bliss). a.nd the doctor 
will go to hell." 
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SLAVNRY 

IN a note 011 slavery, tho Ma.dras Census Commi~sioner. 
1811, wri~s as follows .. In time~ priol' to lirit.iBh 
rul~. the whole of the Pariah community, without 
exception, wefe the slaves of the !:!Uperior castes. Tho 
Pariahs were not the only slaves in these times, for 
almost all the iuIerior agricultural tribes were in a 
similar position. The Hindu law recognised five 
descriptions of service, foul' of which might be per­
fQrmed by any ono without loss of dignity or caste, but 
tlw fifth order of service was to be performpd by slaves 
unly, styled Dfl Sd, from their D agyll ll 01' aboriginal descent. 
The 'undue s~rvice' to be exactt:ld of the latter class 
included the ~I\veepiug aud cleaning of the house, the 
doorway, the necessary and otber impure places, and, in 
tlmes of sickness, attendallce upon the patient after the 
nat,ural evacuntioD8, and to take away the exorement, 
and rub the feet." There were fifteen R}J6CI6S of 81~ve.., 
recognised :-

(J) Those born of femaJe slaves. 
(2) Those purchased fur a price. 
(8) Tho.e found by chance. 
(40) 81&.e, by descent. 
(&) Those fed and kept alive in famine tiUl8ft. 

(6) Those git.n up .. a pledge for money horrowed. 
(7) Those bindiDg them,elve, for money borrowed. 
(8) Thooe cap'ured in battle. 
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(9) ThoRe unable to paj gambling debts. 
(10) Those becoming !:Ilaves of their own wish. 
(11) Apostates from a Ieligious life. 
(12) Slaves for a limited period. 
(13 ) Sla.ve~ for snbsiB~(>nce. 
( J4) rrhose who for love of slave woma.u. became 

slaves. 
(16) By voluntary .. 1(, of liberty. 

Of these fifteeu descriptions of 8Iave~, the first four 
could nevel' obtain t heil' liber t~' without the consent of 
their owners. Thl.! other k\nd'i ot sla.vos might obtain 
t,heir freedom uudel' stipula.ted cOllditioD~. Slave \NmeU, 

hOW{>\,fW, bf'aring SOliS to theil' lDastSl'S, became free. 
Peopl tl of allY casto might .:mll thomsf>lveR into slavery, 
or be Ina/if' '! Iaves by cOllque~t. elc., but" tho Hrlihmin 
alone cau llever bf' a slavt1." " 'fhe Pl\lIalls," it is stated. 
in the 'l'an jol'6 Mauual, "a.l'e prwdial labotll'el'S, and are 
employed exclusivuly iu the cultIvation of landR. l.'hey 
ha.ve everywhere a separate ~pot allotted to thern for 
residence, which is cal1pd Pallacheri, in distinctioD from 
that occupied by th6 Pareiya class, whioh L<:I oalled 
Paraocberi. The Palla women expose their body above 
the wa.ist-a. distiuctive mark of their primitive connition 
of sla.very. of which. however, no trace now exists:' 

Of tbe history of slavery in. 'Ma.labar, the foUowing 
admirable account is given - by Mr. W. Logan. who 
was for many years Collector of that district. "The 
question of sla.very and the !dave trade attracted thf' 

• Malabar Ma.Dutl. 
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early attention of the Hononrab1e Company's Govern. 
ment. In 1792, the year m which British rule com· 
menced, a proclamation waf.: l!~su8d against dealing 1n 

slaves. A person offering n. slave for sale was considered 
to he a thief. Thl" slave was to be forfeited, and the 
person offering hlm for flale was to be fined five times 
his value. The purchaser was to bc similarly treated. 
The houses of suspected Hlave tn/derR were to be well 
watched, and the traders caught 11/ .I'a9~·ante deltcf(l were 
to be handed ovor to the Rajas tQ be dealt with Fisbsr­
men and Mapplllas conveYlDg f.;lave<, were to be R6verely 
flogged, and fined at the rate of 1 pn 1"U'pees each slave. 
Vessels used in tradA (excC'pt fisher-boats ) wrre to be 
confiscated. But the proclamation waR llot t,o prevent 
the prIvileged 'h1perlOr castes from pllrchaemg the 
children of famlllc-Rtricken parents, vII rondition that the 
parents might rc-pul'chaso thpir child ren on tIlo advent 
of better timos ThilJ pl'oclnmaholl wa~ chiefly directed 
against thf' prevalent. practwo of robber~ cnrrying off by 
force the chIldren ot the mo.,t U~cflll mhabits.nts, the 
Tiyars and other cllltiv;'ltoJ>l;j. Thls practice was kept 
alive by the facility with which the ... Iaves could be sold 
on tbe oout to the agent,!» of vos~('b engaged in t,be trade, 
sa.iling' from the French :,ptt.lomollt at Mahe and the 
Dutch settlement at Oochin. Thflse ships in general 
carried the slaves to the French i!'iands. I n 1&19 the 
Principal Collector wrotc a ,'eport on 01 0 condition of 
the Chernmar, and rEceived orders that t.he praotice 
of selling slaves for arrears of revenue be immediately 
discontinued. In 1821, the Court of Directors expressed 
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considerable dissatisfaction at the laok of precise informa,. 
tioD whioh had been vouchsafed to them, and &aid • We 
are told that part of the cnltivatnrB are held 813 slaves: 
that they are att.ached to the soil and mR.rketable property.' 
In 1836 the Government ordered the -remission in the 
Coll~otol"s a.ccounts of Re. 927-13-0, which was t.he 
• aDnua,.} revenue' from !!laves on the Government lands 
in Malaba.r, and the Government was at the same time 
• pleased to acoedf> to the recommendation in favour of 
emancipating the sla.ves on t,be Government lands in 
Malabar.' This freedom was not, however, to- be 
procla.imed, Ilnd t.he mr8snre was to be carried O:lt in 
such a manner < as not to create any unnecessary alarm 
or aversion to it on the part of other propriotors, or 
premature hopes of emancipation on that of other slavf>s.' 
This was u. wiF>8 step on the part, of Government. (or 
it. strengthened their hands in future years in recommend. 
ing others to do as they had already done. But, at the 
same time, they need have been undor no a.pprehension 
&s to the effects of sueb an emancipation on the minds 
of other slaves. It is only people with initial ideas of 
liberty who fret under a sYBtem of compulsory customary 
employments. In] 841 Mr. E. B. 'lbowas, the Judge at 
C&lioot, wrote in strong wrms a letter to the Sadr Adalst, 
in which he pointed out that women in some taliiks 
(divisions) fetched higher prices, in order to brood slaves; 
that the a.verage cost of a young male under' ten years was 
aboqt Rs. 3-8-0, of a female somewhat le8&; that aD" 
infant ten months old was sold in a court auction for B.a. 
1-10-6 independent of the price of ita mother; 8Dd tl/at • • 
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in 8. recent Buit, the tight 1;0 t,'W'enty~seven slaves was the 
I sale matter of litigl\tion, and ~as disposed of on ita 
merits! In a further letter .Mr. :rhomas pointed out 
that the slaves had increased ill numbers from 1 ~,OOO 
in the census 183b to 159,000 in the ccnsus 184-2. It 
was apparently the!lc letters which decided Hie Board of 
Directors to send out orders to }pgislate. And tho 
Govern~ent of India passed Act V of 1843, of which 
tbe provisions were widely publi~h('d throughout Malabar. 
The Coll~ctor explained to the Ch9fawar that it was in 
their interest, as well a.s their duty , to remain with their 
'masters, if t,reBwd kindly. H o proclaimed that 'the 
Government win not order a slave who is in the employ 
of an individual to forsake him and ~o to th~ service of 
another clairuant; nor will the. Governmont interfere 
with the slave's iIIClinat,jon <I!J to wherf>hewishes to work.' 
And again, I ADy person claiming Il slave 8S ja-nmam, 
kinam or panayam, the right of RlICh claim or claim. 
will not be investig-a.tcrl into at anyone of the publio 
offices or oourts.' These measure8 received the cordial 
approval of the COUl't of Directors, who, ill 1845, wrote 
as follows. • It wouln ddeat the very objeot in·view to 
create any (lstJ'angem6nt between them and thoir masters, 
and moreover wOlt1d be an ant of injustice nnd bad fait~ t 

of which the mast~rs would be entit,led to complain! 
In 1862, and again ill 1856, the fact th8.t traffic iu 
slaves still continuf'd was brought to the notice or 
GovernmeDt, but on full consideration no further 
me&luree for the emanoipation of the Oherum$r were 
d8Oll!Od to be n_ry. The Cherumar eve .. Y.' h .... 
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not realised what public opinion ill Engla.nd would 
probably have forced down· their throats fifty years ago, 
and there is reEl.son to think that they are stiU, even now, 
with their full coruent., bought and sold and hired ont, 
although, of course, the transaction must be kept secret 
for fear of the penalties of the Penal Code, which camp 
into fO I·cp. in 1 96~, Rnd :-vas tho real final blow at slavery 
in Indi!~. The slavos. however , as a caste will never 
understand what fI''Ia\ freedom mpans, until meaSllres are 
adopten to give thc'm innefmJ.. .... ihle I'ights in the small 
orchards occllpien by t,hpnl as house site."." 

Writ,jng to mocollcorniu g' l'IIalabarat the present, day, 
a eOlT8spondent "It,at,O.<I that ." in aIIl101~t. overy t-alfik 
wo hav(l jungltl t.ribc~. who call j ,hCJn~E'lves the' men' 
of Jenmis .* In tho nld days, when fnrests wero sold' 
the inhabitn.nts WI:'I'e antnal1y ontel'cn in the cont.ract as 
part of the I)ffects, as, in fOl'mer times, the JalldlOl·d sold the 
adsrripli or a8crir li rl'eh", with the laml. Now that is not 
done. HowevOl', the relat~nnship oxiRts to the following 
extent, according to what: a Tahsilrlar ("ovenue official) 
tell:s me. The trioosmen ronm ahout the forests at will , 
and each ),('&1' select no place, which has lain fallow for 
five yea.rs or more for all kinds of cultivation. Some­
times they inform tho Jenmi that they have done 80, 

sometimes they cio not. Then, 8.t h!\.1'vest time, tlle J.enmi, 
or his agent, goes up alld tftkPs his share of the produce. 
They never try to doceive the J enmi . He is asked to 
settle their di"spntes, hot, these aM rare. They nover go 

----- --
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to law. Tbe Jenmi can can 011 them for labour, and they 
give it willin~ly. If badly treated, as they have been at 
times by eucroachiug plainsmen, they run oft to another 
forest, Ilnd ~erve fl.llothea' J ellmi. At the ODam festival 
t.hey come with gifts fol' tho JOllmi , who stands them a 
feast. Tho rolation btltwetlu thE' jungle fol k and the 
Jenmi shows the instiuct ill a Vl'imitiv8 peop}tI to have a 
IOld. Th~l'e seems to bo no gain iu having a Jenrru, 
l:Iil:l protection is Dot needed , and ht' is hardly ever called 
iu to interfere. If t hry refused to pay the Jomni bis 
dues, Iio wiluld find it ver)' hard to g!jt thorn. ~Hi1l they 
keep to him." 

"Conv('rSiOll to MuhnmmallltuisHl," MI'. Lagau writes., 
,. has had a llJark.od effect in fl'eoi"g t he Rlavtl caste 
ill Malabar f"olll t,heir f Ol'l081' bUl'theus. By couversion 
a Cheruman obtaius :~ tli~t,i lJ ct I 'i~t.> ill the social scale, 
aud , if he is iu COtlRl'Cjllence bullied OJ' btlat4!D, the 
influence of the whole M uhammo.dan commullity comes to 
hia aill." The same a}Jvli t:~ to the NayadiB. of whom 
some have escaped from thai,· degraded position by 
conversion to I slam. In tho ~cale of pollution the Nayiidi 
holds the lowest placo, aud conseqUf'utly laboUl's under 
the greatest disadvRllta.gO, which is removed with bis 
ohauge of religion, 

In the middle of the last century, when planters first 
began to settle in the ,V yniid (in Malabar), they purch&led. 
the land with the Paniyaus living on it, who were 
practicall.y Rla-ves of the land-owners. In some locRlities. 
where the Janmis have sold the bulk of the land, and 
have consequently ceased to find regular employment for 



them, the Paniyans have taken kindly to working on 
coffee estates under European control. 

In Wigram's 'Malabar Law and Custom,.' the word 
adima is defined as "feudal dependency of ft, Nayar upon 
his patron: slavery," And the terms adima a.nd kfidima 
a.r~ said to mean" a slave 01' one subject to the landlord, 
the grant, (of land) being generally made to RllCh perBons, 
A nominnl fee of abont two fa.n<ltD!:I a yoar iq payable to 
the landlord, to show that he still retains the proprietary 
title." 

In his rtlport ou t.he forest administration in Coorg. 
1902-03, Mr. C. McCarthy write':! as follows concerning 
trbe jun~le Kurumbas, wlJO now work for thfl forest 
department. I. 'Va expt:I'i tiIlCOO, in connection with the 
Kuruhas,oue of those apparent aberratioIl~ of sense and 
intellect, the occurrence of which amongst this peculiar 
race was' foresha.dowed in the la.~L report. The Chief 
Core.inissioner is aware that , in the interests of the Kut'Ubas 
themseh 'es, wa substitute for t.I qingJe cash payment 
distributions of tbe same va.lue of food.grains , clothes 
and cash in equal proportions of each. Now. seventy yearE! 
a.go, befo;e the annexat,ion of Coorg, the Kurubas and 
similar castes were prredialslaves of the dominaut CoorgR, 
receiving no other remoneration for service than food 
and clothing. In fact, this institution, nothing less than. 
real slavery, wa.s not entirely broken up until the grea.t 
de .... nd for locallabonr c .. aUld by the opening up of the 
oountry for coffee cultiva.tion so late a.s 1860-70,80 that 



the existing generation a.re still cogwliB.nt of the old state 
of a.ffa.irs. Last year, during the di!ltribution of rewa.rds 
for the successful protection of the reserves that seasol1 
from fire, it seems that the ide!\. was put into the he&da 
of these people that our system of remuneration, whioh 
lnoludes the distribution of food and clothing, was a.n 
attempt to crea.te aga.in at th€'lr e 'tpeuse a. system of, as 
it were, fore<:lt slavery; with the l'e~mlt, that for a. time 
nothing would induce ma.ny of them to accept any form 
of remuneration for the work a.lready performed. much 
less to undertake the same dut,ies for the approe.ching 
season. It was some time, and after no little trouble, 
that the wherefore of thlS stTangfl conduct W8.8 discovered, 
and the suspicions aroused put at rest." ~ 

In 8n article on the hill tribes of Travancore,· Mr. 
Conner states that "In ear her times the murder of • 
slave was scarcely oonsidered a crime. 'l'h~ deed of 
transfer goes to say' You may se11 or kill him or her.' 
The latter privilege has now of course ceased." 

Of slavery on the west coast, an excellent account ilt 
given by the Rev. S. Mateer,t from which tha following 
extracts a.re taken. .. Every wealthy man, and even 
individuals of inferior caste, had a number of bondsmen 
born in slavery. The nllmber of persons originall1 
reduced. to s. state of 8lavery were increased by the 
sale of children in times of fa.mme and distress, whioJl 
Ilu occurred even in our own day. Other addition. 
bavs b&tD made. from time to time, by petty princes 
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carrying away captives in their wafS, by tho frA.ud or 
violence of kidnappers, 1111 a judgment on criminals, as a 
punishment on femaJe3 of the higl1er classes who have 
fallen, and Are cast out to a.ssocia.te with the lowest of 
the population. Muhamrnndans and Roman Catholics 
of pJ'oporty also pnrchaserl slRves, ill order to proselytise 
them to their own religion. On account of the la,w of 
caste pollution, thf'se slaves hnve all been engagNl solely 
in pra:dial 01' field ,,,ork, not domestic service, a..~ they 
could not entel' the hOU~E"R of their mastp l'R, 1101' be lIf,jed 
for p6I'Elona,1 :l.ttennauce. EvC'n in the fields, their work. 
mURt bl~ SUpel'ill t.endl'd fl'om a cel't..1.in diqtanl'e. A 
cllriuu':I cHstom UI.lstt·d, whieh is enid t.o hnve a.rld~d to 
the numm'rl>t of tIl(' ('uH laved. The va:riou!l. caste~ met 
at fightin g groundl'l At PalJam. Ochim, pte. , and at th1R 
season it W!H s llpvosed that low.caste men wefe at liberty 
t.o seize hi'gh.cnste women if they could ma.nage it. and 
to retain thttm . A certain woman at 'uuudakayam, With 
fair Syrian featul'e~, is sllid to have been carried oft'thus . 
Hence ftrose a. populnr error that, during t,he months of 
February and 'Maretl, if a. Pnlayan meets a Slidra woman 
alone, he may seize llf'r, unless sue is accOlllpanied by 
a Sha.Der bo;V. Gundert Rays that this time waR in the 
month Knrkadam (15th July to 15th August), during 
whicb high caste womfln ma.y lose CRSte if a slave 
happena to throw a stone at them after sunset. The 
Pa.riahs in North Travancore formerly kidnapped females 
of high caste, whom they were said to treRt a~rw .. rda 
in a brutal manner. Tbeir custom was to turn robberl 
,U the month of Februa.ry, just o.fter the ingathering oftbe 



harvest, when they were frf'e from field work, and at the 
same time exoited by demon worship, dancing. and drink. 
They broke into the h011S6S of Brahmans and Nayafa, 
carrying away their children and property, in oxcuse for 
which they pretended motives of revenge, urging a tradi­
tion that they wel't) once a division of the Brahmans, but 
entrapped into a breach of l~a5te rules by their enemies 
making them eat bea!." 

Concerning the Paraiyans of Tra,vancore, the Rov. 
S. Mateer writes further" that "during the war with 
Tippu, proclamation was maue that: every Pal'ayan in 
this district. must have a Niiyar 01' mastor, and belong to 
someone or other. All who werfl not priva.te property 
would be made slav(>l; of tho sirknl' (Government,), whioh 
was greatly tlrclld€lfl on acconnt of the merciless oppres_ 
siou, and obliged to cut grass for· thl' f,roops. und do 
other scrvices. Many, therefore, bccamu Dorninally 
slaves to Borne l'cspoctablo man, a.qking it aFi a kindnol;8 
to free them from Govel'nmf'nt Mla,"'ery. This reminds 
us of t,ho Roman clients and patrons. ~cvcral rospac.. 
tablfl familiE's beggl'd the Namuiiri high priest, visiting 
Suchindram a.nd other temples, to call thcm his slaves 
for which they p:lid him otle fanam a. head per a.nnum. 
This payment is still kepf up. This priest conferred 
upon them additi('ll.la.l iJenefits. fur in their tr(lubJos and 
oppressions he wrote to the Govornment, requiring for 
them jU8tice and proper treatment. Tho slaves of. " 
N'ambiiri would al80 be treated with consideration on " 
account of his sacred position and rauk, 'lhese families, 
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; plitty slaves,' still intermarry only among themselves, 
as in this case the wife could not be c1a.imed by & 

different owner from the husband's." 
The following ILCcount of the social sta.tus of the lea.f 

weaving Tha.nda Pulayans of Vochin is given by Mr. 
L. K. Anantha Krishna Aiyer.· "Tl,e Thanda Pulayans 
Rppeu to have been the slaves of the soil till ) 854, when 
they were emanoipated. Even now their condition has not 
undergone any material improvement. rr hougb they are 
left more to themselves, they still work for farmers or 
landlords for a daily wage of pa.ddy. If t hE'Y fU!l 8"w8Y, 
they are brought. back. Rod punished. There i .~ even 
now a. CQstom that, when a farmer or !R.DdJord wbnts a 
few Pulayo.Ds to work in the fields, he obtains their 
services on pa.yment. of fifteen to twenty rupees to them, 
or to their mSBter. When a Pul8,yan's services are thUB 
obtained, be works for his new master for two edangaJis 
of paddy a day. 1'hey can outain their liberatioQ on the 
retnrn of the purchase money, whioh they CWl never 
hope to earn. Having no propert,y whioh they C&.D claim 
as their own, and conscious perhaps tha.t their lot will 
be the)a.me wherever they go, they remain cheerful and 
contented. drudging 00 from day to day, &Dd ba.ve DO 

inclination to emigrate to pla.ceB where they can get 
higher wa.ges. The Cherumand of Palghit, on the eon .. 
trary, enjoy more freedom. Many go to the Wynid, and 
Bome to the Kolar gold,fields. where they receive a gqod 
money.wa.ge. The Thand& Pulayans; aa has been said, 
work for some landlord, who allow8 them small bits of 
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land. The trees thereon helong to the m.uter, but they 
are allowed to enjoy their produce during thtlir residence 
there. W"beu not required by the waeter, they CtIoD work 
where thtly like. They have to work for him for six 
months, and sometimes throughout the year. 'l'bey 
have litt1e to do after the crop ha 'J been garnered. They 
work in the rice· fields, pumping water, erectmg bunds 
(mud embankmellts). weeding, transplanting, and reaping. 
Men, women, and children may be seen working togethfn·. 
After a day's hard work in the sun or Tain, th"y receive 
their wages, which they take to the nearest shop, called 
mattupitica (exchange shop), where they receive salt, 
ehiflies, etc., in exchange for a portlOu of the paddy. of 
whioh the remainder is cooked. ').1he master's field mUAt 
be guarded at night against t he encroachment of cattlft, 
and the depredatIOns of thIeves Ilnd wild beILBts. They 
keep awake by shouting aloud. singing In n. dull monotone, 
or beating 8. drum. Given a drink of toddy, the Pulaya.n 
will work for any length of time. 1 t iEI n at uncommon 
to 86e them thrashed for slight OffenCt:lR. If 8. ma.n is 
thrashed with 8. the.nda or leafy woman's garment. he is 
so much disgraced in the eyes of his fellowmen that he 
is not admitted into t,heir society. Some improve their 
oondition by becoming converts to Christianity. Others 
believe that the 8pirits of the deparWd would be dis­
pleased if they became Ohristians." 

In a note on the Koragas a.nd Holeyaa of South 
Ce.na.ra,. Mr. Una} Raghavendra Rao writes a.s follow!. 
H The destined slave is washed and anointed with oil, and 
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new clothes ue given him, The master takes a. plate, 
pours some water into it, and drops in a piece of gold. 
The slave drinks the wRter, takes some earth from his 
futore master's estate, and throws it on such spot R.S he 
chooses for his use, which is then given over t.o him, 
with the trees thereon. Althougb these slaves are in a 
degraded condition, yet they appear to 1)tI by no means 
dejected or unhappy. A malt1 slave gets three hanie of 
paddy or a ha.ni and·a-half of rice dally, besides a small 
quantity of salt. The female slave gets two hanis of 
paddy or ODe hani of rioo, and, if they be mao 8ud wife. 
they may easily sen a portiotJ of their rice, and procure 
other necessaries. They Ilre also allowed ODe cloth each 
every year, ann beside'!, when transferred from one master 
to Rnothef, they get a cocoanut, a jack-tree and a. spot 
in which they cau sow a quarter or half a mure. of 
paddy, The greak'f number of slaves belong to the 
aUya sa.nt-anam - castes, and, among these people, a. 
ma.le slave is sold fo\' three Bhaudri pagodas, t and 9-

female slave for five pagodas; wherea.s the few shlve~ 

who follow the mukkala sa.ntiinam t custom fetch five 
pagodas for the man, and only threo pagodM for the 
woman. This is because the children of the latter go to 
the husband's master, while thoRe of the aliya santlina.m 
slaves go to the motber's mastel', who also has the benefit 
of the husband's services. He has, however, to pay the 
expenses of their marriago, which amount. to 8. pagoda 
and·a-half; and, in like manner. the m~ter of th& 
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makkala santiinam slave pe.ys two pagodas for his 
marriage, a.nd gets possession of tllc feml\le sla.ve a.nd 
children The master haR the power of hiring out his 
slaves, for whose service~ he recei"6R annually one mara 
of rico. They flre a lso mortgaged for t.hr8f' or four 
pagodas. " 

The following Rccount. of Hlflvf'ry a..mollg the Holeya~ 
of M.V,'3ore is taken from the ("e11:1I1:' report., 18m, where 
it is stated that .. in tho maluM tho R olaya degcn('rJtted 
into the ag-res.tic sl lve, flml till fl few declldu~ ngo nnrler 

the British 1'llle, /lot on ly ail I'egards his property hut 
also with regard La his body, he W3S not his own ma.ster. 
'I' he var,gorliir, or lnnd~holder, owneo him as a hereditAry 
slave. The genius of Bl'iti'3h rule h!\<\ ernancipat,ed him, 
and his enfrallChi!lemflnt has hE-en emplmsised hy the 
:bllllrement~ of the coffee ilHtU'lLry with its free labon r 
a ud highe!' Wf\go~ The Holaya. in the fAr 

west of the prm-ince !lti ll cont,iuue!l in mrmy respects the 
bond~man of t,]10 local lanrl holder of inRuence, Il nrl Bome 
of the socia l customs now prevailing among the Holayas 
fully bear out t,hi!l fact. In most of thp purely tDaluM 
or hilly taitiks, each VH.l'gdii'· owns a set of rlervflnte styled 
Huttii.lu or Huhtu-Alu and Mannii.lll or Mannu-Alu. 
The former is the beredlt'lry !lervitor of the family, 
born in servit.ude, and performing agricultural work for 
the land-holde r frora father to son , 'rhe latter is a serf 
attached to the soil, and changes hands with it . These 
are ululllly of the Hotaya olass, In or{ier to rivet the 
ties which bind the~ hereditary labourers to the soil, it is 
alleged that the 10MI capitalists ha.ve improvised a. kind 
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1)( Gretna Green marriage among them. A. legal m&rria.ge 
of the orthodox type oonta.ins the risk of a female servant 
being lo~t to the family 1n ca.se the bus band happened 
not to be a. Huttalu or Manualll. So, in OrdAI' to obviate 
the possible loss, R. cllstom prevails, according to which 
a. fema.le HuttAlu or Mauniilu is e!lpoused in what i8 
locally known as the manikR.ttu form, whioh is neither 
more nor less than licensed conoubinage. She may be 
given up after a. time, sn bject to a sillall fine to the caste, 
and anybody eh~e m'iy then e~pouge her ou like conditions. 
Not only does she thus I'emain in the family, but her 
ohildren will also become the landlor(Ps RervantR. " . 

Until recent years the Kottai Vellila.s, who live 
within a mud fort a.t Rrivaiguntam in the Tinnevelly 
district, housed within the fort certain prllldiai slaves 
(kottar or smiths) of inferior socia.l sta.tus. .. Th.ese 
slaves," Mr. Boyle writes," .. pa.l'tty from the changed 
social atmo3phere of the time, Rnd partly from waut of 
sufficient space within the fort, have within the Iut 
genera.tiou beeu turned out to live beyond the enclosure. 
but they still work for their hereditary masters at rates 
6.xad far more by custom than the oompetiiion of the 
market." 

In .a note on the privileges of servile castes Mr. M. J. 
Wa.lbol1se writes t that U it is well known ~t the 
servile ca.steEI in Southern India. once held far higher 
positions, a.nd were indeed masters of the land on the 
arrival of the Br8.hmanical race. Many curious 'Vestiges of 
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their a.ncient power still survive in the shape of certa.in 
privileges, which are jes.tously chori shed, s.nd, their 
origin heing forgotten, arc much mislluderstood, These 
privileges arf" remarkable in~tances of survivals fl'om 
an extinct sta.te of Rociety -sluLdowli of long-departed 
Rupremacy, iJearing witncsR t.o a ppriocl wh('n the preil­
eut ha.ughty hig'h-ca.~te ra.c(\~ Wl're ~uppliants before t.he 
ancestors of dpgl·a.(lPll c ia.<l"lc:;;, who~c touch is llOW 
regarded as pollut,ioll. At thp bull-games (jellikattn) 
at Dindigul in the U:l.Iln ra diitl'ict, which have some 
resembhmce to SpaniSh bull-figbt."I, and a.re very 
sajemn celebratioll~ , the Kallal', or robber casto, can alone 
offi ciate as. pl'ie8t~, and consult. Ule presiding deity, On 
th-is occMian thPy hold quite a Saturnalia of lordship and 
arrogance O\'pr th" Brii.hman!:l. In the great fefl tival 
of Siva at 'rrivahir til TfLnjOlt' , t.he head-man of the 
PatcYaI'::t i,<.; mOllntell on the elephant with tho eorl, and 
can'ie" hi~ chauri. In Madra~, at the nunual fc~ti\'al of 
the goddess of t hro Black 'I 'OWl), wllf'n a tali i~ tied round 
the neck of the idol ill t,ho 1l!Lme of the ent.ire comwunity, 
a Pareyan 1S chosen ta rf'presont the bridegroom. In 
Madras, too, !.he murcantilt' cast.e (Komatis), and in 
Vizagapatam the Brahman", han t.o go t.hrongh t.he form of 
asking the cou~ent of thf' IIlWO:it cast.os t.o their ma.rriage, 
though the custom has \10W died ou t. At MeIkote in 
MY.:Jore, the chief Be~ t of the fl1Uowers of Rii.manuja 
Achirya., and at the Brahman temple at Beiuf, the Holey ... 
or Pareyars have th~) right of entering the temple on threto 
days in the year, sp~cially set apa.rt for them.·i At 
M5lk.ote the Holeyn fl and Madigas are said to have been 
granted the privilege of entering the sanctum 8anctorum 
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along with Br&h.mans and others on three da.y" by 
Hirnanuja. In 1799, however, the right to enter the 
temple was tltopped at the dhvaja..stamboam, or couse-. 
crateu monolithic oolumn. Besides the privilege of enter­
iug the temple, the lIoleyas and Mldigas have the right, w 
drag the car At both Beluf n.nd Melkote, as Boon as 
the festival is over, the temples ore ceremouia.Uy purified. 
It is sa.id that the BrahmRlls in Mysore cou~ider that 
groat luck will wait upon them, i[ they call Illanage to 
pM!' through the Ho!f'ya qual'u'!' of a. viUage unmolested. 
a.nd thRt, "hould n. Brflhman nt.temvt to onter thoir quar. 
ters, they turn Ollt iu a hody and slipper him, in for mer 

times, it is Raid to death.-

Should a Brahman vent,IlI'S into a pa.rachpri ( PRraiyan 
qUl\rtAf), wster with which cow-dung has lx-eu mixed. is 
thrown over his beafl, R.ud he 11' driven out. Some 
8rahmans consider all abnndoDcd paracheri an auspi­
oious siw for B.IJ agral,iirn (Brahman quarter). At the 
festival of Oangamrna at Palmaner t a ParAiyan R8Sists 
the TSAko.li (washerman) piijiiri, nnu , during' the period 
of the ceremonieR, he is allowed to weAr the sacrtln thread 
of the twice--born t "PnraiY8us," the Rnv. A. C. Clay­
ton writes, t .. are allowM to take part in pulling the 
cars of the idols in the great [E'fltival!!l of Conjt'8varam. 
Kumb .. komun aud Srivilliputtlir. Their tonch i8 not 
reckoned to defile the TOpeS useu, 80 that other Hindus 
will al~o pull with them. With this may . be compat"ed 
the fact that the Telugn MAIRS Me custodHws of the 
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godde98 Gauri, t,he bull Nandi, and Ganesa, the chief 
gods of the Ss.iva KapuR and Balijas." The M.ila.s of 

.the Denary district arc conKioered to be the sorvants of 
the Banajigaa (t,radel's) for whom they act as caste mefl,.' 
sengers all tho occasion of 1Uarl'iagl'~ a.nd funerals, At 
marriage1'l, six Malas, ~lucted from certain fnmilies, lead 
the procession carrying flagFl-, ~tc .• and ~itl in the velR­
dab of the rnarl'iage house, At funerals a Mala carries 
the brfll'ls ladlo hearing: tho insignia. of the right. ha.nd 
section, which is the omblem of the Ituthol'it,y of the 
Desai (head rna,n of the scction). At a Kamwa fun'lu,l, 
when t,he corpso reaohes a spot wllich i!'l marle to represent 
thl'! temple of AJ'icl,andrn, thf:! biel' is set down, and I;(.. 

Para,jyan or MilIa repenls the following formul». U I 
am the first. born (i,e. , tLe representative of t)l~ oldest 
caste), 1 wore the sacred f.hrend at, the outset. I am 
Sangu PAraiyan (01' Reddi 'Mala). I was the ptltl"on of 
Arjchand!'ft.. Lift the corpse. and turn it l'Ound with its 
head towards the smilsanam (burning-ground). and f~ 
towards the house." 

During the celebl'at.ioll of vlllago ffJstivals in ROme 
plaoos, an unmarried MiUliga woman, called for the 
oooasion Mii13Dgi (a favourite ueity), abuses and spit. 
upon the people assembled, and they do not take this '" 
an insult, becau8e they think that her spittlo removes the 
pollution. The woman is, indood, regarded sa the 
fnoarnation of the goddess herse~f. ~imilarly, the Ui4a 
use very !>beeene language when the god is taken in 
proo888ion to the streets of the caste people.· In aD 

e108ed.ingly interesting acCOUllt of the festival of the 
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village goddess Uramma, atK udl igi in the Bellary district, 
Mr. F. Fawcett writes 8.H follows. <I'rhe Madiga Basivis 
(dedicated prostitutes) al'~ givt:!n alms, and join in the. 
procession. A quantity of rice amI rtigi (grain: l!JiI'uIJintJ 
001'fJ,,~a1Ia) flour is poure<l into a hasket, ovel' which 
one of tbe village servant"! cuts the throat of a small 
black ram. 'I ho carca!ie ii~ laid Oll the bloody flour, and 
the whole cov~red wit,h old clot,bs, and placed on the 
head of a Miidiga, who stands for 'lom~ time ;11 front of 
the goddess. 'l'ho godde!'.s i~ i hell cal'ricd 3. ft::w yalus, 
the Madiga walking ill frout, whilo a hole is dug close to 
her, and t.he basktlt of bloody HOllr iwll thu ram's carcaso 
aro buried. aftm' sa int:! daucillg by the MfLdiga "Basivis 
to tIle music of j,he tom-tom, the:: Miidigas bl'iug five Dew 

pots. aud wOI'51tip thu!Il , A huB'alo, uevoted to the 
goddess ait6l' tho last festival, i~ tiltH! driven or dragged 
through tbe villago with shouting and tom-t olOmg. 
walked I'ound the templs. and beheaded by the M:hliga in 
front of tha gQ(}dc8s. Tho head is placell in front of her, 
with the right fordeg ill the mouth, &Ild a lamp, lighted 
eight days pre\' ioutily, is pla.ced on top. All then start 
in procession round the viUage, a Miidiga nakod but. for 
a few rua.rgosa leav~s. and held by two others, leading 
the way. B~hind. him ar~ all the otber Miidigas, carrying 
six hundred ~ers of cholam (millet: Sor!Jhum), which 
they sca.tter; and, following them, all the other villagers. 

The Mlidiga. is sa.id to be iu mortal terror 
while leading t.he procession, for tho spirit or mOnenes 
of the goddess comes over him. He s woons before the 
procession is completed. At noon the people oollect 
again at Ura.mma's temple, where a. puroha88d buffalo is_ 
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sacrificed. The head is plflced in front of the goddess as 
before, and removed at once ftlr food. Then those of the 
lower Siidra castes, and MadigM who are under vows, 
come dressed in tuargosa.leaves, with lamps all their heads, 
and sacrifice buffaloes, shoep. and goats t>o the goddess." 

In 6.0 account of 0. village festivnl ill t ilt: Cuddapah 
district, Bishop 'Vhit.chend inform" liS· that two buffa10es 
are brought by the Miu:Hgas and Maias OU~ of the Malas, 
called the AS:i.di, chau ts tho ilraises of the godde::ls during 
the ceremony. The auimals al'e killed by a MAdiga., by 
cuttillg their throa.t.~ with a kuife, oue being offered to 
Peddamma, and tho other t,) Chinnamma. Rome of the 
chol8,m is then taktjll ill ba.sket ~. and put nnder the throats 
of the buffaloes till it is soaked with blood, and t,heo put 
aside. A Madiga thun cuts off tho heads of t ho buffaloes 
with a sword, and puts t..hem LefOfA the idol. He also 
cuts off ono of tho forelegs of each, a.nd puts it.. crosswise 
in t he mouth. ~omO- of tho cholam iR t,hen put on the 
two heads, and two I:lmall t'art,hl3u sauc."l'S put upon it. 
'£he stomachs are thf'n cut orell, and some of tbe fat 
taken out, melted, and put, ill each E>f\UCOI' with a lighted 
wick. .A layer of fat is sprt:lad ovel' thE' eyes and mouths 
of the two heads, some of the refuse of the stoma.ch is 
mixed with the cholam sVlI.k:ed in blood, and a. quantity 
of margosa leaVeS put over the cholam. 'l'he ABidi 
then takes some of the mixture, and sprinkles it roond 
the shrine three ti mes, saying Ko boli, i.e., accept the' 
aa.cri6ce. Then the ba,..u.et is given to another Mila, who 
asks permission from the village officials and ryots to 
.prinkl. tb. cbolam. H. 81so ask. that • lomb may be 
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