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killed . The lamb ir; killud by a washerman. and the 
blood allowed to flow on t,o t.he cholam in the basket. 
The bowel~ of thf> lamb 8T'0 tak('n ont, aort t.ied round the 
wrist of the Mala." '\\ procession is formell, ~lLd other 
lambs are sacrificed during the l' 0Il!' 'j8 of it. Part. of the 
flesh of one of the buffaloos, which hav(' boon sacrificed, 
is giVPD t.o fi v(> Miila ohii,i l'en , callen. Hindhulu. i.p.., holy 
or sil.\ess ; tho rest, i!'l t\aton hy the J\Hi.1a'l. 

At th,· chfil (fur row) ('uremony in Malabar, "thtf 
master of thu bou~e, tile culti vatiOlI agfmt , anll Cherumars 
(agrsstic slave~). a9~omble iH t.he harn. A portion of the 
yarit in fron t of t,hu bllilrli ng i1l paintuli with rice·wa.ter, 
80fl a lighted bell-lamp \'1 plaood /I H8. I' at, hand Wilh some 
paddy nun rice, and ~everal CllpS malle of the leaves of 
thE' ka.nniram (Slr!Jrl/'lllJ8 Nil." 1'/,mil'lI) as many cups as 
there art> varietie13 of seed in t,he barn. Then, placing 
implicit faith in hi ~ goris ar.d !lecea'ied ancestors , the 
master of the how,a opeus tho barn-door, followed by th~ 
Chernman with a new pain ted basket containing the leaf. 
cups. 'L'he master t,hen takes a handful of seed from a 
Aeed-basket, fWd fills one of the CUp8, and the cultivating 
agent, head Cheruman. and others who a.rp interested in 
& good harvest,. fill the cups t ill the seeds arp exhausted. 
The baskot,. with the cups. is next tak:~n to the decorated 
portion of the yard. A new pioughshare is fastened to 8. 

new plough, and a pair of cattle brought, on to the scene. 
Plough, catlle, a.nd basket 11m a)) painted with rice-water. 
A procession proceeds to the fields, on reaching whioh 
the head Cheruman lays down the basket, and makes 8 

mound of earth with the spade. To this a little manure 
is added, e.nd the muter throws a ha.ndful of seed into *", 



SLAUB,., 

The ca.ttle are then yoked, lind one tUrn is ploughed by 
the head Cheruman, Inside this at. least seven furrows 
are ma.de, aDd th6 plough is dropped to the right. An 
offering is ma.de to Ganapatbi, and the master throws 
some seed into a ful'row, Ne:d the head Cheruman ca.lJ.s 
out I< May the gods ou high, and t,he deceased ancestors 
bless the seed which hHs baUD thrown broadcast, and tIle 
cattle which ar~ let loose; the mothC'r aud {'hihlren of the 
house, the mastel', and the slaves, may they ahw vOllch .. afe 
to us a good crop, good slillshine, amI good ha.rvest.''' 
At tho cBl'omony in Malabar, when the t,rausplautat.ion 
of rice i'l comv1et.eu, during Wllich a goat is sacrificed to 
Muoi, the protector of cattle and field Jabourers, the 
officiating priest, is genera.lIy the cultivation agent of tlle 
family, who i .. n NiyAr, or sOll1t:1times a Uhf'l'umau ,t 

By the Pello.l Cod(' it is 611:lCted that-
'Vhoever im}Jortq, e1vort~. remOVtlS, buy~, ::!ells, or 

disposes of any persoll as a 9lavtl, or ncce}Jt~, reCAives, or 
detaiuR agaiuRt hi !o! will any Ver'Oon a.~ a .'! lave , shAll be 
-punished with jmpri~oDmeut for a. term which may extend 
to seveu years, nud shall a.lso btt liable to a fin6, 

Whoever habitually import"l, eXlJorts, removes, 
buys, sells, traffic!; or deals in sla,-es, shall be punished 
with transportation fOl' life, f'l1' with imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding ten yea.l's, aud shall b(\ liable to a. fine. 

Whoever unlawfully compels any person to labour 
against the will of th.i.t ptlrsoll, f:lh:lll be punished with 
imprisonment fOl' a term which may extend to ODe yeu, 
or with a fine, or with both, 

• O. J[ugQaka", )fenon, Nadru Mil'. BIlI1., V, 1, UIO£. 
11 .... 



MAKING FIRE BY FRICTION, FLINT 
AND STEEL. 

TRE making of tirt> by frict.ion with two pieces of 
wood is 1;H"iIl erlen <!ivdy IJrllctiscd by thu hill nod jungle 
tribes, who live ('emote from wed;.ly markets where lucifer 

ma.tches are sold . 
At the Mttriah ~ac rili (,l..\ iu Gn.njam. I,he flf'sh of the 

!'acrificed yictim. {' ut off by the vil1age"R. Wa..l buried. 
and tho bowel s, lung!::, livt,l', unil oth~r internal orgAus 

' ~ere cremated ill a· fin' kilHll f'! l with fire made hy 
: fric tion. Among the Namblitirl Brfihma.n~. the ~f\Creli 
firo for sacrifices <;jhouJd be produt:ed hy tho friet/ion of 
two pieces of wood. And, duri.ng their marria-ge rites. 
fire is m:\Cl8 with piece~ of the wood of the jii.k tree and 

pipal (Ficu ,.: rl'lifJifN'(I).· 
Fire jq, in these advanced clay'J, obtained by tbe Todas 

in t.beir dwelling huts for domestic purposes from 
ma.tcho>l. 'rhe men who Cltme to be operated on \vith 
my mea~uring iustl'uments ha.d no hesitation in asking 
for 0. match, a.urllightiug tho cberoots which were distri~ 
buted among them, before they left the bungalow dining~ 
room, Within the precincts of the dairy~tample the use 
of ma.tches is strictly forbidden, aUll fire is kindled with 
the a.id of t,wo dry sticks of Di bwa Wightia,iff.. Of these 
one, termina.ting in a bluut convex extremity is a.bout 
2' gil long ; the other, with n hemispherical ca.vity scooped 

• F, F.",oclt, lladJu K .. , Btlll .. ru, I , l!I()O, 
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ont ('loft, to one eud, about 2:t'1 in length. A li~tltf,~.·"b1:tif 
slot is cu~ tho edge of tho shortor ~il:k. anCt connec~d 
"ith the hole in which tb t' f.l pilldle "'tick i"4 rnad~ to 
revolve. .; III this slot the dust collocts,. olid, remaiuiug 
in an undisturbed heaV, soomingly 8 0lli 8R a muffle to . 
retain the fric t ion-heat uutil it reaches a sufficiently high 
temperature. wheu t,bs wood'J.lowder becomes incande"g. 
cent"· luto tIll' (~avity iu thfl short s lick the I!ud of 
the longer sticks tit s, so as t.o allow of tlMy "play, The 
smaller stiok is placed au the ground, fwd held. tight by 
firm pressure DC the great tOd apv1ieu to tile eud furthelit 
from the cavity, lOto which a little tiuely powQ.el·efl char­
coal is ins'Jrted. l ' he largor !:Itick is tlll'Jl t wisLod vi~. 
ollsly. " like a chocolate mullor" (Tylor), batween1.he PBlJ 
of the hands by two meu, turn and tu rn about, un~(! 
r:harcoal ~gi~s, t~ glow, Fire. thu~ mad~. i.!I_..ioid to)l 
nsed at tne tlrlij1'l (sacrttd maud or tl welhug pluce). the 
dairy~hol1 ses of ordi nary lII(lllds, and at tue cl'emation of 
males , In an a.cCOUlit of a. Tona gl'eeu fUllsral, t Mr. 
Walhouse not..e~ that , .. whon the pile was completed, 
fire was obtained by rubbing two dry sticks together. 
Thie was done mystel'itlusly and a.part, for snch a mod. of 
obta.ining fire is looked upon as something secret and 
sacred." At A. Toda funeral \of a female J, I provided Ito box 
of Ui.ndstickera for iightiug I,he pyre. A lire·atick, whi£h 
wu in curretlt use in a dairy. was polluted, aDd rendered 
ueeless, b, thd toach of my Brihma.n nssistant f It is 
recorded by Ha.l'knelis that • Brihman WilS not oply 

• lL S-OU. Boyt.! x.p.ta. , "q:, 18OI, t l.D.d.. h i., IU, 18'76, 
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.. f"oed .dmi .. iQu. to. ToM dairy, bOt actually drive .. 
&$y by Bome boys, who rushed out of ili\l{hen they hee.rd 
him approach. Like the Todas, the Nay dis o'f Malabar 
produce fiTe with two sticks of liitiJre(J 8eolfe'l'(l,) in the 
8baner of which a cavi ty is scoot>ed out. 1:hey do Dot, 
like the Toda.s: put po~dered charcoal into the -.cavity, 
but ignite f\ cotton ra.g by meaDS of th~ red· hot wQod - . 
dust produced by the friction ... A very similar method-is 
in vogue amoug the Yiuiidis at Nello'ra (plate XXVI.!). 
Tho cflvity scoo'l'bd Otlt. in t.he smaller stick is square 
instea.d of round . No ch;'rcOR.l powder is used, but a rag 
.or dried lea.ves a.re set 5,re to. Tho selcks aNt obta.ined 
l&im tlte followi!lg croos :-Protift1l1 roudat'fl,flt, 'lJa-ultilli4l 
1\rremo8(t. Picus .. sp., 8Ie1'OO1l'penA1JmI. 8v.b8J'~roliUiu, and a. tree 
belonging to the - OIde!' Laurineoo. 'rhe Yanidis -.£ Sri~ 
t.rik.ot&.ruake fire with dried t wigs of the fema.le Cordia 
fUMlOtc4r. Tile ~ twigs of the male tree are 6a,id..not to 
answer th€! pur.pose so well. I Itave seen a Kanikar 01 
'l'p.v&llcore use as an impromptu twiclib'g stick the blunt 
en.d or ... mw (pl,\e XXVIII). 

In ma1rin~ fire by friction, the Kota.s of th~ NUgiris 
-.toy t~ree forms of apparatus :-(1) a vertical nud 
hQrizontai stick with .sockets and groaTes. both made of 
tqa 01 'R"odom!lrtu.~ l.omelltQB!t8; (2) a s~aU piec~ of the 
fOOt of Sali~ tptrasperma is ~liced in~o a. stick, wrucb is 
rO.tatK- in a socket in a piece of the root of the same tree . • 
(8) .. small piece of the root of tpis tree.~ade tapering 
at MCh eDd wtth a. knih or fragment of bo'ttle glass, is 
ftrmly HIed ill the wooden handle of • drill. A' shallo" 
01 it, Rnd g.r.oote a.re m&d~ in a. block 9f the ~me ~oodJ 
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~ "nd a lew arystl1lin~ PQ~·ticl from the t~.o:ti\ Me 

• d,"Op~ iot-o the clwlby. '£.he block is placed on s6"81"81 
a,U!;yd.;s of cottou cloth, 01 which " hips pi ood. brek'aa 

· up mall by cruslii ug th in tl26 .. fro of the n»'~J are 
pfle up rpu.nd 'he block ill the vicinil,y of t.b.B-.Lroon~. 
1'he I11!lDdie is,bj' mcans- ~f a half cocoanu t sheh. -pressed 

• firmly ~o n, ~d ~wisted ~etweeD the palms, or rotated 
• b, meahs of a c8rd. The incUDtlescent particles, falling 

00 to the chips, ignite them. The Kat,n, pftj i\ri must for 
1ill pllrposes, dotuestio 01' ceremonial , li se fire made by 
friction, and he keeps a bl'oken l!.'Ui, in whiAh lire should 
be constantly kept up. Tue oiliur pl'iest, called t§rkirau 
or deviidi, when he requires fi l'e. takes it from the pujari. 

By the Badagas of tbe NUgiris ..61'6 is made by friction 
(niligolu or uprigh t stick) at th~ ann ual AI'8ewalking 
ceremollY, irbe vertical stick is made of a twig Of 
RIH:)(/om!I,'tu8 lomIHtlo811S. which is rotateu in H. sooket in 
a long thick piece of a branch of IJeb,'cgcCUJt'l vtluti1ta, ill 
which a row'- of sockets has been made, l'he J'otation 
is "l~roduced by a cOl'd pas8pd sever'al ti u::es l'ouncl the 

• vertical stick, (If which ouch end is pulled nltcrnh~ly. 
The horizontal block is pressed firmly Otl the ground by 
the toes of a. man, who presses 1\ hulf cocoanut shell down 
on the top of the verli~al stick, 80 as tQ force it dOl"D 
into the carity (plat. XXl'illa). A Bodoga, who railed 
in an attempt to demonstl11te the IllI,I.kin or Bre by this 
method, ga\'e a.s an excusQ t.hAt he was under worldly 
poliUtiOll, from which he would be free a.t the. t.i.fu.e o( thtt 
fire-walking rite. 'OlOugb the BoII.g,.. fir. by 
friction, referenoe is ma4e. i.o t beir folk 1 £FVWipm to 

tlri. method of obt.liDing fite, but U> cb&kIt ..... ii'"(lIiDt 
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and steel,) which is repeatedly connection 
with crema.tion. _., 

Concerning the ma.king of fi're~1>lti nnunbas of 
the .Mysore forests , Ml" 'l'beobEdd ~te! as follows. 
"They lollow the sa.me method U"thi.'l1m'Jas. but never 
use powdered charcoal in the: oo.vitt ~ ~t t~e 'borizont"al 
stick, which is. held down by the}rfeet ~)l' by ~ companion. 
The fin. brown powd1l-form"'l-'dnrjng~'b rotation altho 
longer vertical stick gives suflictent tinder, which 800n 
ignites, and .is placed on a. small piece. of ootton ra.g rolled 
loosely, and blown gently .. until it ' catches fire. 'rhe 
vertica.l stick is beld between the palms, and has a· 
reciprocal motion by the pa.lms J>eing moved in opposite .. 
directions, at the same time using a strong dOlrn wn.rd 
pressure, which Dftnral1y brings the palms 0 the bottom. 
'l'hey are then ut oneo raised t,o their original position, 
and the operation is continued t ill t.he naturally formed 
tio<,ler ignites." 

The following description , by a. Oll-tiv8 correspondent. 
of fire~m&king' by t.he Pu]a.y8n~ of .lTrav8.Ucol'e may be 
quoted u.s a.u example of the difficulties with which a 
Superwtendtmt of Ethnography in India bas tfi struggle. 
U They know how to ma.ke fire, i .e .• by friction of wood 
.. well as stone, etc. 1'hey take a triangular cut of 
ifkma &. I Bat oblong size flat. '11hey bit one another 
;nth the main tenance of coir or cotton, then fire sets 
immediately, & .lso by rubbing the 2 barks frequently 
"ith each other they make Sre," 

The Pnniyans, who dwell at the ba.se of the western 
,bils in Malabar, make lire by "hat is known .. tho 
Jilal.y 0" ... " jug m.thod (plate XXIX), A portion of. 
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bMnboq Item, about one 1oo'7,:~1 :i:Ul~"dI~~~1:i!:1~= nod8s are incloded, is split Ie 
part!. jJD ODe half" sharp wioh. kl1ir. . In 
the othtV' a longitudinal is Jlla.<CU l)u~ough a.bout 
two.£hil'ds of its iength, is stuff6d,.,vit.h a piece of 
cotton cloth , 'l'he laltcl' is held firmly all the ground 
with its convex surface upwards, and lJl(~ ' cutting edJ5e"­
drawn, w!th I~ gradually quickening sawing motion, 
rapidly to and f l'o across it by two meo, \l 'I the cloth 
is ignite(] by the incandescent part.iole; of wood 'in the 
groove C\lt by the. sharp edge, The cloth\a.£hen blown 
with the lips into a blaze, and the tobac.co Qr cooking 
fire caD be lighted. 

The following account of t e sawing weLhod of making 
fire, 8S carried out by Do hill, man in Vizagaparam, is gina 
by a correspondent of the lodilin A ntiqulU'y," I , He took 
a piece of dry bamboo. split it longthwaY3, aM) cpt a. 
notch on the con vex side, HEI then LOl'o a bit of rag from 
his cloth, auel placed it ou the gl'ound ontler t,he Qotched 
ba.mboo, which he held tightly beLwoon his toes. Ho 
thon got a bit ('If dry tarnal'ind wood, :old, cattiug & 

knife..edge on it, sllapc(1 it. to lit into the notch. Ho theD 
rubbed this stick vio)ouLly to and fl'O in the Ilot.ch, until 
dust began to drop on tbe cloth, By aDd by tho dud ... 
laden oloth began to smoke, nnd, aft<>r perlu~p8 two 
minutes, he took it up and blew ~bo clotb into 1\ &1118." 

By Borne tribes 1 be fire-st.icks al'e oollect&<l dllring to. 
hot dry Beason, and stacked above the kitchen lire, 80 

that. when the rain, season ensues, a stock. of dry wood 

• "IlL In, 18 
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fo r ma.king fire is avallft.ble. Everyone familia.r with 
Jl£e in India. duriug t;.h~ hiD"s k't; ow8~the state of temper 
produced by. ... effeots l6 light a' cheroot. frol1\ :8, bo~ of 
D1&4'h s w9.~e with rad phosphorus. And t.ho jungle LUau, 
with -his ; mort!l ' PJ:imitivo but- effectivo .. molh9d, bllS th~ 
advan,tago 0";; the cultu red l!Juropflan. ., 

l'u,roing .. now tiD the nse of the runt. IUllI' steel. Tire 
<t. - . , " 

Kadits of the Anaimalai hi'll s make {jro by means of a6 

iroubar. a piece of qual'tz as 0. btrike.a-lig1!t,onud th~ floss 
of tho silk-cottou t'I'tle ( HvUlbn.c MI.t!nbd:i·i f um) . Gver .which 
po\ydore<l chal·coal hus boon ,'ubued: '1'110 Irllias of ChTn­
glepu temploy fUI' th is purpose j\ pitlcO of Lhe pit!Iy: .stem 
of A::/Jch!/IIO/!'il'IIC n"pem. in t,ho uPIJer surfa~ of wlHch eo 
small ca vity is -scooped out., Agaiust j,bo pith nn a.ngtilur 
fJ'l1gmeut. of qual'tz is held fh' miy, and. by means oi a 
smart ar:d dextel'ous blow the l'ooo fl'om !l lla.t il'Oll instru­
went hollowod out on oue side to support t he th UIy!b, a 
spullk f!Jurmade to fall on the pit.ht .which is blOW-II into a. 
braze, A.t l'a'th61' mOJ'e clabomte .. 'ljJparA.t.ll s is IlsOO. by ODQ 

of the jung le t ribes of 'f mvnncore, Th e man ca.rrj(jsjn 
hi s tobncco II nd betel bag a litLie box made (rom :. lmmboo 
stem Wit.ll :~ node a~ its bottom, which is stutf~li wit~ si1k 
floss ' (llomJ:a,T! l ), and also holds a pif'co--of qUHrtz. andsa • 
Hat viece of iron, Fi re is obtaintld, as ill tne pre,,' us 
case, by igniting the Hoss with t; s park from the.. qlrari'~ 
I could DOt bill. admire the sk ill of ;tOO exped ~jbe8meD, 

who WCl'C amtlsed at my efforts to strike a light, which 
only produced II maimed thumb, .. By the Cheochus aBho 
Nallamalai hills the floss of l:h'iode'llJro)~ «I/J,.a(ltuo8am~"is 
used instead of that of Bom ba:.e, -

. . 
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FIRE-WALKING, 

• 

Mo~que per ardentell 'stipuim crepitantll ace.r\"OfI, .. 
• ·~ro.jjciM celeri stranUIL malnbn, \Xlfl9. ' .. 

• • O.,,&. FM$. 

,-

TUB cer~monrtll ob;:;:ervanco of wa.lking Lhrough ot 
n.sbos ~ (f~te de fe'1i ) is ve ry widesp"eatl throughout 
8cru,tilOt"II India.. A a typioaJ exam vie thereof, an 
account'" ma.y be given of" l;iw ocromony ns it look pl~ce 
&1. 'St. Thopui!~,' Mount, near the city of "Mo.dms, in 1901. 
The iestiva! took . place i,n connection witb a small 
temple dodiCJttod ;'0 the goddt1s3 ,Draupa.jj, tho pnlY&ll# 
d"OllS wife of ~he five Piiud;~nLg-, wh o, to PtOV~ he r 

chastity during Illteir a.b3t"noo in exi le, f;ulJillittcd . to the 
tria.f J>y ordoa.l of walking' th rough fi ,'u . The oo1o'bra,iion 
of tho festival, it is 001,0\'10'<1, :j("'Clll"es t.o Lhe ,'illagars 
ueir .cat.! Ie ~QoQd crop!, anrl protection from da.ngers of 
all kinds. -t1u indivitiual who Po uffers from allY chronic 
comvlaint makes Il vow itl t,~e Ilame of the godde~fI that, 
if. he is cllt;ed, h~ will walk QVl' r firo. If he who takes 
the ..vow is poor, he must wai t. till a celebration tak.es 

·'Place.., ")lIlt. if "b.~ a.~ mall cpf meau~, he brings about 
t.he .festi~&l at. hls ~'fJl cost. For ten days before the 
6re-walf.ing sptlo.ial WOf'lSnip of the goddess was performed 
thrice daily. 10 t.he ~V'ple was recited the Mlihli.bnrata 

~~-----,~,-------------------
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U> Tamll" to hundred. of people gathered about tho 
premises by a. piljliri (priest). And, every night, portions 
of the M~hii.bara.ta. wei's acted in primitive village fashion 
to several hundred spectators. A clay 01' two before the 
last day of the festival the vow-taker. after bathing, 
goes to the temple dressed in a saffron-dyed cloth, and 
gets the priest to tie a. piece of saffron-dyed thread, with 
a. bit of ~affroH attached to it, to his right hand (to the 
left iu a. woman). He sleeps III the temple at night. and 
is denied access to tho intRl'ior of his house. The devotee 
obs(>rve~ n fast 011 thtl tl.lY of the fire-walking, and, early 
in the mOflllag, goes to the temple, and worships the 
goddess t:tlong \\,ttb OthC'f1'l who have taken similar vows. 
Tbey theu batht, ill a tank, to '1ecure peritl<.:t, cleaIl,j6i~ of 

the body. Meall while, about midday, t he temple servants 
heaped fnel on a permauf'ut platform on an open ~pace 
of ground. I Ii this instance t htl fuel was a. tall of jungle 
wood, ann two cart-loads of charcoal. The vow-takers 
returned from theil' bathing, and set fire to the fuel 
hea.ped on the platform. At the end of the platform a 
shallow trench hRd been dug, iu which the wood and 
charcoal were burnt, until the whole WHB a masa of 
glowing embers. These Were then racked ont of the 
trttnch, and spread evenly to a d~pth of three or four 
inches over a space, some five yards square, ruarkttd out 
ill' the centre of the platform. The trench, when cleared 
of the embers, was partially filled with water, and all 
round the area of red-hot cinders water W8.8 freely 
sprinkled. An hour before the fire-walking, the vo,,~ 
takers assembled UE."&r the platform with the prie8t. who, 
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to sa.tisfy himself that all WI\fJ right with the devotees, 
verforlned three tests, the 6rst of which consisted of 
balancing a ~word on its tip 00 the rim of a.n earthen 
pot, In the second test the }JrisRit put, a. few piece!! of 
bUI'lling- charcoal in II to\'\"ol dipped i n I'Is:ffrOlI·water, 
without t,he cloth being affected. The third sud lS:lt, test 
Wfl.S that a fAW flowers anrl. limes, thrown iuto the la.p of 
the idol a few da.ys before, hnd kppl fresh. [ In some 
vil1age~ round Madra~ the pujari u qpd to }Jlace n fpw red 
hot cinders in the Ia.p of the idol. aud it was l'egarded as 
a bad 8igll if thp cloth on whir-h tlu'y WPJ'f' rlepoftitf'd 
became bll1'ot, Tb.p falling of a flower from tbp wreath 
of thf> idol to the right was I'Pga l'rlPrl 8.S a good sign]. 'fhe 
~rocoBsinn of th(" godrle~s DrauJ1ati, followell by images of 
KrishuH aDd Arjnua. ~t.arted from t,htl temple a little after 
6 ".M. and wend~d its way thl'ough thE' neuse crowd to 
the scene of the til'a-walking (',eremony. The Idola were 
placed in front, of the plat.form , su d, :lffRr wtlrship harl 
heen offered, the priest , decked with garland~ aDd clad 
in 8. yello \y oloth, walked over the embers with measured 
steps a.nd quite calmly. Thfl other devotees then rushed 
on to the 1'latform, and wltlkt'd over the glowing cinders 
to the other side, where t.h<>), cooled their feet. in a puddle 
of water (the piil.kuli or milk pit.) . The glowiDg emben 
were loose, not be&ten down or flattened in any l\'aYt and 
the feet of t,he fire-walkers, 8.9 they passed through, 
actually sank intc the loose bed of fire. 'rhis wu 
particula.rly noticeable in the CAse of the ptlj iiri during 
his oalm and deliberate ~88age. Neither he, not' the 
devotees. lifted their feet high . They seemed rather to 

110 
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wade through the embers, n.~ through shallow water. 
The rela.tion~ of the performers Wf're waiting OD the other 
side to recpive t.hem. These covered t\,PID with new 
cloths, gave t.hem s.omething to fhink, and conducted them 
home. An interesting feature of the ceremony waB that 
a boy about eight year!' old walked over the embers, 
while a still Rmallel' child wa~ hurried ovel" hanging 
on to iu~ fnther'q hand. A few performers, too, cl\rried 
children acro'ii'l on their shonlder<l, OnE' young ma.n, who 
went throllgh the orneal, carr'ylDg a llecorated pot on hiR 
head, took part in n. ::-ricket match all £.he foll owing day. 
A f6"- of thos!' \ .. ho took p!lrt 10 the ceremony were 
qUe<ltioDed whetlH"1" they felt any paio, fir whf'thel' they 
protected their feet by I'llbhing them with Ow juice of 
Bomt' plant. The suggest ion WM ,'eceived with re.s&nt­
ment, and cOD"!Iideren IJrofanc. The mo~t ('ommnn 
explanatioll of the lmmumty from burning' 1A that a. 
decoction of tht.' Alue Indira i'l IIseo . Tt is Maid that tbe 
fleshy pHrt o[ the leaves IS brnised, a.nd ~queezed through 
flannel. A glutinous juice IS thu~ e-x tra.ctfYl, Dot unlike 
cast,or-oil in cnnsi~tt·ncy. Thi~ iq rubbed into the skin 
of the feet, and palms of the hand:.. The hair, beard, 
Rnd eyebrows f\re also thoroughly satur8.wd with it 
After a. careful anrl thOl'Ough anointing, the de\'ote& is 
able to pass ov~r glowing embers without hurt. He is, 
it is said, evell. able to dra.g a red-hot chain through hiq 
banda. a.nd to comb his hair and beArd with a red..hot 
metal comb. Ma.ny of those assembled at the ceremony 
took R.way with them some of the sacred ashes. to he used. 
as 8. charm to drive away devils and demons. 



As showing the simple fait,h in the CQremony, th~ ead 
evidence. given at the inquest by the mother of a yonng 
man who died as the result, of tumbliufor into the fire-pit, 
may be cited.' .. Pakkiri, who is lying he.re a corpse, js 
my SOD. He was attacked with jaundice, and T made a 
vow of traading fire fl')r it,. He got well. 80 he trod 
the fire last year and tho ye(lr before. But this year hie 
faLe came upon him. 1 am blind of both oyes. I did not 
go with Pakkiri to the fire-treading. J went when I heard. 
nvws that he had fallen into t.he fire l\nd been burnt. 
I and my daugh~r carried him home. He flied last 
night." In commenting on "hiR CHsa, Mr. Andrew Lang l 

says t that .. Mr. Htokes explnins that; 'the fire would 
bardly injure the to~lgh skin of the 'lo le of a labourer'tj 
feet.' Yet it killell a boy !' I But it must be borne .in 
mind that, both in thj~ case and LhcoDe Irom 'l'iuJ1eveJl] 
quoted hereafter (p. 485). the individuals tlien 8S the 
result of severe burns on a part of tht:l bolly wheN' the 
skin is less thick than OD the solp of tlu> foot . 

At a. fire.walking ceremoHY in Mysore a. few yean 
ago, the devotees were clRod in wet, garments, The god 
having been carried thrice "ounrl t ht:l pit, the female 
devotees were conducted thereto, anti several shovelful. 
of the glowing embers thrown over theil' hee.ds. Tbe 
men walked over the ashes. and jI. quantity of ghland milk 
was then poured over thelll, ' rhe ·prieet then proclaimed 
that nobody could wa.lk over the nshes without receiving 
hurt. 'Ilhe Abb6 Dubois notes t that those, whose weak 

• Ii, J, Stoll_. Ind, A..IIt. II , 18711. t a .. ,ie loRd lWli(iDt! , 111Ot. 
l. HI1Mi" "aDPiIn, CII"oml uut OUllrnoni ... 
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limbs do not permit of their running over the hot embers. 
Qover the upper part of the body with a wet cloth, Rnd, 
boJding a chafing dish filled with burning coals, pour 
the contents ovel' thfo'ir beads. This feat is called the 
fire-bath . 

Some Dombs in Vizagapatalll are reputed to have 
been ablt' to pour bla:r.ing oil over their hodies, And a 
Domb man IS said to have had R miraculous power of 
hardening his skin, 80 that any ont! could hav6 8 frtle 
shot at him without hUl"t,iug 111m Somt:l Ua'38.t'j"J (reli­

gious mendicants) exhibit t he Paurla. sEirvai performance, 
which consist,s 111 a.tl'octlllg to he fJosfillssed by the 8pirit 
of a deity, and beating themslJlvtls all OVOI' the body with 
a flaming torcl!, after covermg it probably with some 
protecting "ubatance * 

[n Malabar 1\ class of V:i~ urlo.Brahlllau:i d~rlve the;r 
name of Tiyittunni 0(' Tiyitli (fil'e·v1ay) f!'om the c~rc· 
mony of jumping through fire before temples, And, on 
the west coast" wheu colebrations ar!:' held in honour of 
Chiimundi, a much dreaded lemale diviuity, the dancer 
who reprt~SaDts, and is supposed t,o be possessed by her, 
da.nces and rolls upon n pile of huming ~mbers without 
any injury. t 

At the annual fil'tl -walking ceNlDony of the Badagas 
of the Nllgiris, tbtl local deity, in token of a vow to 
whom 8. lang plait or hair is worn, is propitiated with 
a. four-anna piece, a cocoanut, camphor, incense, and 
Dowers. Prior to walking through the ashes, jasmine 

• It:.llu .. J of the N. AMot diM.nct, 
1 H . I . w.lhoa,... l.d. A..at., "II, 1878.. 



or rhododendron flowers arE' t,hroWD thereon, and, if the 
omens arE' favourable, is !laid not to be singed. So too, 
milk poltffld on thE' Il~hps is saill not, to produce a 
hissing noise . VOI·tified by their belief, in the goodwill 
of the god, they go th:'ough the ceremonial. And, if a.ny 
one suffers hurt therefl'om, he takes it as II proof of the 
tlisplellsurp of the deity . The Harava. (jurorer ) sept. of 
t,he Badtlgas is said to b~ so called from t.hl' rite-. in which 
thtly leap ovt-'J" 61~. It was not.ed by an eye-witness that, 
" 110 prelJaratioD, or application of any anti. fire lotion was 
in evidence. The only suspicious fluid about was the 
cocoa.nut milk flooding the floor, in which all fire-walkers, 
as well as non-fire-walkel's, t,rampjpd alike. 1 examined 
t.he fetolL of OIlH of the mtlJJ , and OIle of th~ \Vomen, 
who went through the Cel"emOllY, but, beyond black 
impressioDs on t,lle Roles, t here was no mm·ked injury." 
~ometimpR t .hp Badagas (h·j\"p thE'ir caUl€', which ha.vt:l 
recovered froro '1icknps~. over t hf' burning embf're in 
performance of a vow. 

In a l'icturesqu~ accOlln t of a ceremoJl .... of wa.lking 
t.hrough nrC' at Nuagada, (0[' Nuvagooe) in Ganjam. 
Mr. S . P . Rice wfit(.'s as fol1o" 8.- "A holy man corollS 
forth, R fire is kindled·- no small fire of t.wigs, but a 
blaze of jungle faggots , the i1ametl lea.ping up breast. 
high. Through this +hc inspired one wa.lk~ unharmed, 
a.nd proceeds to take biB seat on a pil<! of sharp, ijtrong 
thorne, raised about two f~et from the ground, and 
Woven in the form of a. stool about, two feet square. 

---------------------
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This is the crncial test. So lightly clad as to be almost 
naked, he takell hip, seat on the forbiddinl! throne. If he 
is truly inspired. the thorns will break beneath him, or 
will be turned aside. powf'rless to pierce his divinely 
protected skin. But woe unto that man, into whom the 
f,nls god has not entRr('d I Not for him will the thorns 
fall away hSl'ml+!ss: he shall bu:;tc t,o the full the bitter­
ness of his presumpt,ionY To Mr. J . G. D. Part"idge I 
am indf'bteu for t,he followlIlg account of the Ganjam 
oorcmony. at which he wa~ prosent as an eye-witness. 
"In the village of NU\'agOdl" situat£'d in the Surangi 
zamindsl'Y, a fire-wallriug ceremo))y is performed onc~ a 
Jim-I', during the Dagsara fest,ival, by the priest of the 
temple of a village goddess. l arrivefi nt ihis village on 
the mcU'niu g' of t.ho 6th October, 1902, and saw the 
preparatious that haAl beell mad ... fol' t ht:! ceremony, which 
was to take place that 1light. A pit, six to nine inches 
deep. and about niue foot long and foul' feet broad, bad 
been dug in a fielcl dose to the tumple. and was filled 
with t.he ashes of a. woot.! fire, which had been burning 
during the day. Alongsid~' this pit, and sepa.rated by 
about six inches, was anothsr of the l"Rwe size filled with 
embers. At \-I UJ. the Zamindar of SUr8ngi seut word 
that tlle priest was about t(> begin, and that, before 
walking over the fire, he would sit on a sest of thorns. 
during which time he was endowed with prophetic 
powers. A most fantMtic spectacle, which no European 
had perhaps ever beeu fortunate enough to witnel8, 
presented itself before me. The villagers, with several 
hUlldred people from the neighbourhood. all Uri.,... 
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61h"d the street, ann in the middlc._)o the sound of 
t.wenty drums (l.-Ud Illany horns, da.nced the pneRt of the 
gOlldcss, ft young mau, with a bare ~\Vord in hif-l right 
hllml , He wag dl'etJFlerl as a woma.u. \\"ith rOWF of Rilver 
hellR rouon hil'l waiqj, 111111 a larg.· hearl .dl'es;s covt'I'ed 
with feather~. [had Sef'n him iu thp morning in the 
lij,tle t,emplt, of tho godde~8 called Kt)rai~u~ni, and should 
root ha.ve recognised him ill thE" p('culiar ril'l'R~ htl now 
wore. He ~ef'med perfectly frenzied, i),nd Ipapt ~bout. 

Bllt hE'l wns well a,wa,'tt of evet'yt.hing tim!, went. 011, as , 
HI addition to hi~ dancing, he actflll as master of thE" 
cerernollif's, rll shing about in tho crowd, t.alking to t,he 
Zamindar, a.nd tollin~ me whf>n an wa.s rearly for his 
performancetJ . ThA t,hol'n ~eat was hanging liktl a swing 
from it small upright stand, 'rho o/ficks wprf> closely 
ilJterlaceri, and t,he t.hornR projected t.wo or thl,t:C' iocheFl 
from them. He plac:erl a small cloth 011 fhtl thorns, and 
t.hen jnmped into t,he ,'i f'flt , holding on t,o ropes at the 
sidAS, but allowing his whole we ight to rest on the seat. 
When he had done this fOl' Mevel'al minllte~. 1 found that 
the thorns had pit'rced the sro,..,11 cloth. bllt, as far as I 
could see, had not hurt the priest. Hi~ clothes were 
thin~ and a.fforded no protectioll from the thorns. He 
constantly ~tupifiAd himself by inhaling incttnse from a 
small censer, and I prp.slIme tha.t be felt no pain in CaDle­

quanea of thlS. There yvere no signs of blood. how-ever. 
OD his body, He claimed DO special powers. though his 
sensations must have beeu in soma way tleadened when 
he sat on the thorns. He did not invite any of 'he 
.pectator. to follow bis example; and be would certainly 

• 



not have found anyone a.oxious to imitate him. About 
this tillle hj~ thou~hL he could infnrrn me of the contents 
of my pocket, bllt uuforLunately his prophetic powers 
failed. He !mid I had one rupee and some gold, but I 
ha.d five' l'UpeO~ aud .1..10 gold. No other attempt was 
made to test hi~ lJowur s ill thi~ liue. He Ilt'xt wC'nt to 
tho fire.pits, which \Vt:lI'S ,I mn~1!! or red·hot ashs:i; 
sprinkled not morE' than a Jlfuutfn! of iIlC~II SC on to 
t\lem; dipptlli hii f(-'et ill a. mixture of ricf>.water and 
milk; and walkali across oo.e pit, te~Jing 8t1or.hei' mau, 
He then dippcrl bi8 feet agai n itl t ho Auid mix t,\lI'C', find 

returu~({ h.r the othel' PIt . TIll' t ime he took in walking 
aeros!' on 6 pit wa" nut. 11101'(' than fall I' soeoudq, a.nd 
he took aO(lll t, four ~ t.;,p" O U t111J a,'l li el!!. At least fifty 
persons in I,he crowr! watked over t II .. pits a.fterwards, 

lmt they went It li ttle fMter t,han tllA priest, and some of 
them on~y took tW(l stf>pS on the a~hes. Their feet were 

not hurt, and they rlill nut wash. them in any mixture 
befort' or a.fter they went ove\' the asllP~. 1 infer from 
the way ill which t ill' performance was conducted that, 
any one can ea.s ily walk mpirlly over the ash~s, bll t that, 
if be goes like tIll' priest" b~ must dip hi s feet in the 
miItllrt' both before and after walkillg across them, 
The priest t. rie!l to eODvince So gentlema-Q near me: who 
was rather .'Iceptical, that it would not hurt him, if he 
walked ovor the a9he~, bItt t.his person was quite satisfied 
with seeing others perform. The priest onlywalkeci once 
I\cr08S the two pits, a.nd he afterwards danced for an hour, 
when I thought it time to depa.rt. Tbe performaDce 

.takes place every yea.r." 



An observant friend, who witnessed a flre.wa.lking 
ceremony some years ago in one of the southern 
district.B, informs me that nine.tenths of the performers 
were youngsters, who evidently did it for a lark. 

In a note on a fire-walking festival in. Travancore 
MI". G. F. D'Penha writps as follows.- .. We could not 
see how hot the cinders were. But., judging from the 
look of them when we fir~t a.rrived lin tho scene, and the 
length of time thn.t elapsed before the ceremony took 
pla.ce, [ should not think that the walking over the path. 
way was such a very hazardous opera.tion after all. The 
previous market day we met a young man who was to go 
through t.he ceremony, and asked him why he did it. He 
told me he had been ill, and ha.d promiMd the god that he 
wonld go through this performance if he recovered. 
He got better, and so was carrying vut his part of the 
contract. This was, he said, the third year that he had 
done it." 

To Mr. O. H. Bernays I am indebted for the follow. 
ing account of a fire-wa.lking ceremony. whioh he wit" 
nessed at Rivakasi in the Tionevell.v district. "During 
the evening I saw a great glow iu the sky, and thought 
that a fire must have occurred in SivakAsi. About 9 P.M., 

I bad to go to the bazar, to l't'eserve order. fIoS the Mohur. 
rum hAppened to be running concurrently with il Hindu 
procession. After the close of the latter I went rOllD.d 
to the mosqne abont 11 P.ll. In froot of the mOBquewu 
& ciroula.r pit with a slightly raised wall a.bout a foot 
high all round, and wi"h an opening on the east Bod wesL . 
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The pit, I should say. was roughly l:Jpeaking about 
1 foot or I i {!jOt deep. and about 8 feet in rli&meter. 
In it a huge wood fire was blazing. It wa.s the light 
of this, which I had seeD from my bungalow some 
hours before. The flames were now ::I.1Jowed to die 
down until the pit was simply a maa~ of ~lowiDg red-hot 
ashes, the hea.t of whi~l wao;; so intense as to prevent 
one from going ,vi thin three or fonf yards of the pit. 
Soon after a procosilion came ont from the mO <:Jque. led 
by a vE'llorable old man. They formed themseh'os round 
the pit, alld the old pripst, st,anding at the 6flSt end. 
recited various prayp-f :J, to whi(',h the others responded. 
Finally a m'ltl camu uut of t,h~ crowd, and, entering at 
tile east end of tht} pit, walked through t.he glowing 
a9h~. On a.niving at the c€'ntro of tho pit he halted. 
atooped flown , and , ga.thering some of tho ashes in his 
hands, threw them up i~ the ai,', and allowed them to 
fall in a red rain upon his naked body. H e th~n walked 
slowly out at the other side , Ere wa.~ followed by 
sev~<*hers. who all did tb~ same with varying degr~es 
of paOf'. Mean time the crowd kept up a continuous 
cry ut" Din, Din," Yin:1.lIy a gOllha woman, with 8. 

chiM .lt!fra,pped np. was broug-ht forward and seated near 
tbe east end of the pit, while someone (I think it was the 
old priest) picked up handt'uls of t,he glowing ashes, 
and poured them over her, and a man near by brushed 
them off the woman nt once, to prevent her clotb from 
cat~g fil·e. After this ceremony the usual Mohurrnm 
• tamasha' took place, It is difficnlt to note what 
'truck me most, but it was perhaps a seJlSe of mystic 
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weirdness which WIlS given by t,h(l dull glow of the fire. 
t.he serried ring of faces lit only by n. ft::w torches, and 
the figure of the old priest chanting his prayers. J felt 
a seuse of IJowerlessness in the prORence of a ritt' which 
I did not undel'stand, and I thi lL k. 8R I lookt:!rl at the 
faces, I began to unders! :lnd a little of the meaning of 
f fanaticism.' As far as I saw, no prepartltion was 
applied t,o the feet or bouy oi tbe til'e-wnlhrs, though 
jt may have bel-n done inside the mOf\quo. Nono or tlltlm 
abo wed floy signs of burt afterwards." I have often, in 
former days, wondered at the casual manner in which 
road coolies walk, with bare feet , over the sharp angular 
fragm('nts of crystallino rock , when making a macadAm 
weld; ano experience in measuring native feet has taught 
me how non.ticklish their sale!> are. 

At, Gugildu in the Anantapur dist.rict.. Mr. li"ranct. 
wrjt.e~.· the Mohurrum is. strange to relate, ent.ire-I, 

munaged by the Hindlls of tht' villagE'. the Muham­
nJadaDB taking but a small pRor t in it. Hindus, to the 
numtJer of sC\'ers,} thousands, also come in for tbr ',vre· 
many from the adjoining vill:lges. At the real Mohurrum, 
a pit is dug, and a. bonfire made in it., rODnd..,hich 
la.mentations over till' death of Hussain and HA:lan are 
made. In the Hindu's vcrbion of the ceremony, a.s at 
GUglldn, this item i'3 developed into a regu1ar fire.wdlking 
ceremony, which tak:es place twir.e, during the course of 
the Mohurrum. on t.he ninth amI eleveDth days. "First 
the musicians. who a.re Mangalas (barbers) by ~lUte, 
'Walk through the fire, and then follow all sorta and 
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conditions of others. both Hindus and Muhamma.dans. 
1'he sarnf\ thing on a smaller scale is dono at tfle Mohar­
rum at Malyavantam. 'l'h~ M uhammarlan Pirs at Giiglidu 
are held in great veneration. and all castes, even Brah­
ma.ns it is said, make their vows to them. and distribute 
sugar to the voor if they ar~ succoRsful in obtaining the 
object of their dl,sires_" 

It was noted some years ago, as a happy reform, by 
the Collcctor of Tanjore that, BUlCe GOV6l'nmeIlt set its 
face against the ancient practice, the ~ople UB'.3 flowery 
instead of firtl. and tread on them devoutly in honour of 
the goddess. 

As bearing all the subject of walking tlhrough firo, I 
may quote ex.tracts from the selections from the re~rds 
of the Madras Governm"nt, - which show, illte?' ali ll, that 
the ceremony-i!'l not confined to the Hindu community. 
In summing up tho reports ref'elved from the officials 
of tho varic.u8 districts, the Government expressed its 
opinion that H the ot'remony of walking through fire is 
only of --partial ocourrence, a.nd ca.u scarcoly be oalled a 
religious observance, being performed for the TUo~t part 
in fulfilment, of vows voluntarily made 11be pr&ctice 
does not appear to be acceptable to tho hIgher' classes." 

Madras.- The observance is cOllfined to the lowest 
orders of the people, and the same individuals exhibit 
annually, like any other class of jugglers; though there 
are BOme few, who go tbrough the supposed ordeal in 
fulfihn8tlt of vows. . 

• RIIJ'O~ (tD tb •• winliuA' f .. tin! -.ud t.h, ~'1D0!I0]' of w.J.kiaf ~ 
fino, 18M. 
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Ga1iiam~.-lt has been customary at OhicRooJe to 
perforlll this ceremony immediately aft,er the lIook­
IIwiuging festival, the same porties performing in both. 
The Muhammadans al so. durIng the Muhurrnm, at'e in the 
habi t of passing through t il E' Bre. 

North ,{,.wt.-Oll ihA last dlly of tht! f<:stivaJ. a 
p.hallow pit, half 1\ foot deep. alld several yards broad and 
long, is filled with firewood fully ignitAJd . The only 
classes who taktl any part in t,he proceedings nrc liome 
of the Sndl8 classes , and. (or the most part, tho~o of the 
leallt cOlisifleration a.nd of the least. ra.nge of intt'lligence. 
The Brahmans have no concern with them. 

Salem.- The Hindus obaerV'£> the ceremony on the 
IMI day of 80me of their iusti"als, ami it is not unusual 
dllring tho Mobnrrum fur Mnharnmadans. in fu lfilment of 
a vow, to leap in and out of t he pite, ;. whloh thtc'y 
kllldle bonfires opposite tLoir ashoorkhanas (ten-day 
housps) , while the embers am still huming. 

Ti7l1weelly.-Daring the celebration of the Mohu.r~ 

rum in 1850, a Muhammadan fell accidentalb'. into a 
fire--pit prepared for tlle ceremony of walking through, 
and died three Clays aft.e rwards . It was reported that 
the acoident ocourred frflID the individual being under 
the influence of liquor. Sm ... ,e the ocrurrence of the 
a.ccident the- praotice of Iightitlg fires in pits during the .. 
Mohurruru festiva.l has been discontinued in t.ha.t village. 
I Goda"ari.-Tben i8 one class, viz., the Ling&dharl00, . 
by whom the fire treading ioa regarded as aD e8ica.cioU8 
observance for recovering their sa.nctity if by any ohance 
they 10 .. their liDgam (the .ymbol o~lva .... hicb they 



wear) j but, even amongst them, it is not, considered a.o 
essential ceremony. .. 

Nellore.- In the month Mad"r (Jawad-u1-avalJ the 
fakirs (Muhammadan) wa.lk OD, and roli ~ fires at two 
places at Nellore. This custom does Dot a.ppear to be 
enjoined by their religion, but has been observed a long 
time in memory of their priest named. Hundashaw Madar. 

!(i/jlna.-The devotee or devotees proceed to the 
temple or spol. fixed upon with all the pomp and parade 
they can. mustor. They a re excited by noisy music, and 
the recitation of 9ta.nzas descrivtive of the att,rihutes a.nd 
miracles. of the deity. Religious enthusiasm i8 roused 
to *he highest pitch by the t ime the spot is reached, 
and Lhe devotees run or hop O .. er the coals u quickly 
as possible. 11 is sa.id by some 1hat the foot and legs 
are anoi.nted with. a preparation, which prevents the 
embers from afi('ctmg thttm. Sometimes the performers. 
or 8010e of their followers, by way of making the ceremony 
more a.ttra.ctive and imposing, pierce their eyelids. 
tongues, the flesby pa.rts of their arms, etc .• with narrow 
nails, to one or both ends of whidl cotten wicks a.re 
attached and ignited. Among the Muhammadans, the 
ooreluony is sometimes observed, at the Mohurrum, 
Wore the a.stanaru or hall whore the Pirs are installed 
&lld exhibited . • 
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In summing up a series of reports ou the swinging 
feiJ~iva1. tba Government of Madras,in J 8tJ4, expressed the 
opinion that it or is on the wllole less frequently observed 
now than formerly. In some few districtstbe practice is 
as prevalent as ('ver; in the majority, however, itia on the 
decline, while in none can it be called gCDPJ'al. Further 
it dO{'s not seem to be in any way connected with the 
religion of the observers, but to be performed in fulfil­
ment of vows. 1u some cases it would appear that the 
observRuce has led to loss of life. This would, of C().Dl"S9, 

justify the interference of the magistracy, and, in ftic4re. 
ti.uy oOCuh'ettce of this nature should lead to the prohl .. 
bition of the ceremony of thf'l village where it happened. 
Thtl best method of disoouraging this obiectionable 
practice lDust be left to the discretion of the dlfftlrent 
magistra.tes. but the Goverllor in CouncIl fecl!:J confideot 
that, if it be properly cxplaiued that tLJe objoot of 
Government is not. to iuterfere with allY religious obaera 
vance of its subjects, but to aholish a cruel 8.ud revolting 
practicE", thtl efforts of the magi~t·rtlc.y will be willingly 
seconded by the influGllctl of the great ma'iS of t4e 
community, and more par-ticulariy of tho wealthy 
and iottllligHllt classes who do not. seem to countl;laance 
or support tbe swinging ceremony." 

From the Government recvrns (1854) the following, 
details ar" culled. + 

-----
It lLepom 011 tM lwi~ feoatiwl, &lid O/N'tmOll, or ".lIUDf J1n'oqtt. an. ..... . 
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In 1852 two men were kiUed during the eelebra.tioD 
of the festival in the Sa.lem district, in consequence of 
the pole from which they wero suspended. having acci­
dentany snapped. In f,he Tanjore district the festival 
was known to have heen pl·a.ctised in former years in a 
hundred and twenty.five towns and villages, a.nd still took 
place occasionally in soveuty.eigbt places. Tn the NaHare 
district swinging festival of the following nature were 
observed either anmtally or at intervalR of two to thirty 
years :-

(1) OaulaupoQseedy, i.e., a man hung to the end of 
8 cross beam fixed on apost by the skin, etc., of hi s baok 
with iron hooks. 

(2) Gumpaseedy. i. e., a IDall sitting iu a. bask~t, or 
on 8. l'lank. hung to the ond of the iron beam thereof • . 

(3) Pncaseedy, i.e •• jron hooks fixed in the aide$. of 
a. man, who baa to walk round a pagoda. 

(4) Tallaseedy, i.e., a man bung to a post by a 
~ope tied to his waist. 

In the Kistna district there had been no awinginp for 
several years, but the custom was reintroduced by an old 
pensioned Hindu Subadar. It appeared that his father's 
Rister performed sutti 70 or ~o years since, and a temple 
was erected to her memory au t,h4:~ite of her immola.tion, 
and in commemoration of the event aswiD~ festivalw&s 
held annually. This had ceased for maUl Jea.rB until the 
return of the old subadar, whin. Oll,:J;f:spect to the 
memory.,f his relative, he re8tor~ ,.. ". ~temple. and 
re·establisbed the swinging fe8tiva~W. own expense. 
The Paraiyans were, it is sta.u,d, the princi,.r\1erformtu 
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Of this bRrbarous ceremony, as Ca.rrled.Oll".t the latter 
eYJd of tl,e eighteenth 'Century, aD intere,Bi'4nsaceountis 
giun by Sonnerat, • who thus de:"crib~8 itt "Those who 
imagine ·they hl\ve received grea.t benefits from Mariatale, 
or wish to obta.i.n ,them, m,ake a vow to suspend ,them­
selves io the air, This ' ceremony CODSlets in passing 

"two i.'OD tenter-hooks, tied to the end of a very long 
lever, through the skin of the votary'R baok, This lever 
is ph-ced at the top of a. mast twenty feet high. As BOOn 
as tbe votary 1S hung all t~e hooks, they vress the other 
end oi the lever, and hft him up in the air, In this state 
thfly turn him round as often as hf" chooR£>s. He 
commonly ha'l Il. sword and shielci in his hands, and makeR 

the mot iolt!:l of a man who is fi ghting. H{' must appeal' 
cbl'erful, whatever pain he may feel ! for, if tears esca.pe 
him, he is drivee irom his caste, but this s{'ldom happens 
The votary who is to be hung up drinks some into:J:icatin~ 
liquor, which makes him almost insensible, and looks 
upon this dangerous preparation aq a pastime. After 
turning hlln several times round, they take him off, and 
he is soon cured of his wounds. The quickness of the 
cure pas::.es for a miracle in the eyes of the .r.ealots of this 
goddess. The Brahmlms do not Msist at this ceremony. 
whioh they desp;s6. The worshippers of Ma.riatale are 
of the lowest castes. " 

In the early part of the last century Mr. Elija.b. Hoole 
was present as an eye.witness of a hook-swinging cere­
monyat Royapettah in the city of Madraa, of whioh :ae 

• V01-.r- to the &ut lad;. and Clhiu. 1'1'1' ad 1'181. 
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ga.e the fali .. ring graphic description. · .. A pole, thuy 
or forty f •• Hugh, w .. planl<!d ill the gronnd perpell:dic 
cula.rly, having a.n iron pivot on the top. on which faMed 
the middle of an hori!.onta.l yard or cross pole, wbie! 
might a]so be about forty feet in length. This latter 
was ma.naged 'by 8. rope attached to one end, reaching 
down to the ground, by me8ll.8 of which it could be mad,. 
to turn lIpon the centre Q.S fast as thu people could rUD. 
Near the other end of the cross· pole, attachOd to a. sbort 
rope. were twro bright irOll hooks, and at the extreme end 
was a short rope. about the length of that to w~ the 
hooks were attached. By slackening the ropo for the 
lDAuagellltlUt of th~ (lI'QSij polo, th~ othor end, to which the 
hooks werp attached, was lowered to a pla.tform higher 
than the heads ot the assemhled multitude, frow wh~noe, 
when it was rrused, was 1;0 1'0 6 mto tLc mid-air fI: man, 
With no other dress thaD a waist cloth, and 8upyort.ed 
only by the wU'icl8s and 88sh of the ffilddle of the back, 
Ioto wbich were thrust the Iron hooks. WLeH the crOSB 
pole, thus la.deu, had regained Its honzontal position, it 
was turned quickly 011 the pivot, by the IH'rlioDa hulding 
thu rope at t.he ot her !;>nd moymg round With it at a good 
'Pf\C6. It. was imposslbh' to look at the deluded ,'otary 
of superstition thus painfully lS:Jspended without a 8lcken& 
mg borro,', Dot merely from an idea. of the agonies 
endured by him, but &lao fl'om a fear lest the 8esh should 
tear by his weight, and that, fa1lin~ from 11 height which 
would auRura his deatructiou, he should, by death, com_ 
'Plete the 8&0"608 thu8 ofJeT~ to the infernAl god • . 
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The rising of the flesh ta.ken up by the hooks seemoo to 

threattn such a. cJltastrophe, Rond the short, rope at the 
extremity of the pole. being within rtjQch of the person 
sU8pE'nded, WI\.M perhaps intemled to afford, ill such a 

cas", some chanoe of safety. Rome of the pefSQDS thus 
suspended appeared fearful of falling, aDd held constantly 
by the rope, as, by thls meaus, they perhaps hopod to 
relieve the-msslves of S0Tl16 degree of the pain which must . -be end\lred~ Others, more bold and IHwdy, m&de no use 
of the fOlK', and, a~ though haVpy a<; wen us fearless, 

• thrust. theil' ha.nds IOto t,heJl' {'loth, and, tukll,g out 0. 

profusion of flowers, prOVided for tho nccasioll, glowered 
thtlm abroad amougst the people, who ~tl'ugglArl to catcb 
and prfJije J've f,hem .\oR t hough they had been blttssings 
frOID heaven. Out' fellow . by way of additional bravado, 
fired a pistol, which he bau stHck III his waist fOJ' 
the purpose.- 1 never Pl'OSiEKI through the assembled 
orowds near enough to bee the hooks pUL into the 
tlesb, but was tolu that the only mea.ns used to deaden 
th~ pain was a smart blow, given with the open hand. 
on that side of the back into which the hook was 
to be inserted. ~\rom tht" illdIfJel'ellCe wit.h whioh they 
mingled with the cruwd aftel' the ceremony. aud tbe 
smallness of th(' ~trt:laIJl8 of blood I have seen trickling 
from the wounds, I should suppose that a les& f~uantity 

of blood than would b", Imagined IS lost by the devotees. 
1 think I have seen five 01' six persons swing ill Due day. 
Swinging is neither practised nor sanctioned by the 
Bdruna.ns; at least they have di8R"VOWed it to me; and 

• B01II.II,umM t be wu'I*'ded .,Nl wOllld blow. trGapet., or .... II ~&If. 
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1 nOvel' observed any besides th~ lowel' classes of the 
Hindus cOlld ucting or particivatiug in litt! ceremony. 
It is said to be observeJ ill consequclJce of vows mnde in 
time of sickness or danger. ill cxpiatiull o[ an ofionce) 0 1" 

fo r the obtaining of children 01' some other desired 
object," 

"Hook.s\v-iLlging." the Rev, i\ll-. I'hillips WI'itcs.· 
II is pedormed aftel' tile cou:!ent of 1 he goddess is 
obtained, If a lizal'd is he!u'd chirping at. th~ right side, 
it is regnl'cl t:ld as a sign of he l' consent," It is believed 

that the wan who is SWllllg' suffers no vain if the cause 
is a good onu. but axe l'ueia,Ling agony j[ it is a b.1.d one. 

It was, ~Ioo r I,ol l!oi II S.t customary fOl' a mAil to swing 
in }JtIrforll18,nce of a. vow, if he marl'ied a. eCt'tam gid 
within It certA.iu t imo. And a pfl'son might swing by 
proxy, 1:I e was t.old o[ H vencrnble dame. who ca.ntu 
on bebnlf of het' tlimghte l', who had vowed to sWlUg if the 
cuild

J 
with which she was )Jl'egllf\nt, was a boy, frho 

damsel had bef'D dclivel'ed only a SUOl't time beforo the 
arrival of s winging day, aud the old lady went through 
the cE>I'emony fot, the youug wuman in tho straw with 
gl'eat resolutiolJ. and to the saLisfactiou of the RsselllbJod 

throng, 
In li. recent not.e : (m the Jzhuva3 of the Cochi.n t:itate, 

.hr.-, L , K, Auantlw Krishun lye1' st.l:t tes that I< there aru 

two kinds of hOf) k.swiobrl.llg, Ullmely Guruda (Briilu.uiny 
kite swinging) and tllOn} tukkDm (boat ~wiugjug) , [The 
Brahminy kite. 811lias/ttl' iJld1t8, is tho vehicle of Vishnu, 

"r::'I'Oiu\ioJl of Hil'ldui.ID, 11103, 
t lfarn.ti'l'lof J.,iuJe' , Dela(:hmeot, 17~ 
1 1l0l1oirl¢ Itb. Bllney of CoPiII 

<~~--~ ---------.--~ 
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who-i's represented ill temples AS a winged human 'being]. 
The eet'emuny ia pel'formed in fulfilment of u vow, to 
obtaul SOme favour from the deity Kii.li. I n the fight 
between Killt IlJ)d the dE:lmon Da.rika, the latter wa~ com· 
pletely defeated, and the former , biting him on the back, 
drank his blood to gl'atlfy her feelings of u.nitnosity. 
HOI)k-swinging l'ymb51ise~ Lhis incident, and the blood 
shed by the insertion of thtl hook tlH'ougn the flesh is 
inlended as a.D offering to the g'oddess. The perfol'mer 
of the ceremony should ba.the eady in Lhe morning. ann 
be,) in 11 !!'tate of preparation for ft year Ul' forty-one days 
oy wOl'shipping BhagaYl1tj , He sljould stl'ietty absb,in 
from meat, intoxicating liquors, anti as!>ociatioD with 
womell . During tIll' mOl'ning houl's ho dresses himself 
ill a gn.I'DlOIlL tucked int.o the wsis(; oaa.d, l'ubl'S his body 
-wjth oil , and is shampooed particularly ou thtt back, into 
which the hooks will be inR81'ted. He is also taught by 
his instructor to perform val'jolls feats fl.nd gesticula.tions 
ca.lled puyitta, Tllis he continues till the festival In 
kite~swiDgiDg, a kind of car I'esting on "two axles witL 
fOUl' wheels 18 used, Ou it there is u. horizontal beam 
l'tlst,iug 011 two vertical SUPPOl'L5. A strong rope tied to 
a ring attached to tho beam is connected with the hook, 
which pusses through the H6s h of the back. Over the 
beam t,here is a kutal"nm (tellt) tastefully decorated, 
inside which two 01' thr~e pel'SOllS can swing at tl time, 
In Borne pltlCes thera is a different arraogtltnent, and, 
instead of tbe beam and supports, there is a small pole, 
on which l'ests A, horizontal beam provided with 8 metal 
ring at one end. 'I'be beam aots as a. lever, so that one 
end of it ca.n be lowered to give some rest to the swinger. 
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T,he r oj)E' ijaa to tho ring is.connected with the hook~and 
the waist-band. '.For ;boat.S'Winging th~ sa.me kind of 
vehicle. ~ut withont wheels, is:~n lise. FOr kite-swinging 
the performer has his fnco pain ted greon, a.t¥l be puts on 
3J1 artificial bel\k .ll~ wIDgs' }j!e thosf.' of tbe kit.e. H e 
weara long locks of hair like those M an actor in a kntha-

• lea,li (Malabar drama) . • V 'II'jOIiS feo.t~ are per.fo~med to 
the accompaniment 01 musical instl' nmcl\ts, and, 8.~ be 
swings, Ihe cal' i ~ flrngged tbr~c. fivQ, .se",m, ninl:, or 
elevetf timflS J'ound the "1.emplt'L In bont.s\\'ing iong .. the 
performer put;; on t.h l' snme kind of dl'ess, without the 
beak n..nd . wings. 'omrti mes ~eiJlnyedllthu t,hukko.n(, or 
swinging wi t}1 a child in pel'Corlllnnct! Q.f a vow, is per. 
formed. The child is hnnded 0\'«1' to the swinger, who 
cflrries it 8.R hr swing-so The swinging cCl'cmony is 
performed h,v ~1iynr"', Kammlilnrs, Kllruppans, flnd 
Izhuv8tu 

Of the ceremony Jl ~ performed t ill recent JunT'S at the 
Kollangodu temple in T,'avnDcol'e, an excellent nCConnt 
is given by the Hf'v, 'r, Knowles! from which t,he follow­
iog preciR has been compiled, III front of the oompla 
wa.s a booth cont.lIining- the image of the goddess Bhndra 
Kali, a cruel ilt'ity, who is '5 uppnsed 1.0 delight in blood, 
At a. little distance was t.he cnt', The bot.tom part of this 
was very much like n lorry used when t.ransportinglarge 
logs of timber by means of elephants. There wert! four 
solid wheels of thick timber, with a framework, like a. 
railwa.y waggoD on 8- small sca.le, To this were attached 
two thick cable ropes, .J oined to the sides of the CAr 
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were two upright poats. about 15 feet high, Rtr cngthene<l 
with stays and el'oss-pieces~ On the top was :l piece of 
thiok timber with a. hole ill it, and the bottom r'ounded, 
which fiU,crl into a orqs~.pi .. ce. and allowed t.he long benlD 
on which the men wen~ sWl1ng TO mo\'e up 0 1' dowlI. 
This bpam was some 35 01' 40 (ect lOllg, nndaboll t!) inches 
in diamet.c l'. It. wns ~lac(:d through the hole in the piece 
of l,imber on t.he lo p of the upright fl'nm e, and balanced 
in the middle like a huge see·saw, A t, one end of the 
"'Pole was a covered canopy, and at the athel' long ropes 
WCI't' fas tened, which t l'aiJed on t.he gl'ollnd. The whole 
arrangement, of t h A Cal' wa!; Rueh l ,hAt" by lowering one 

end of t ho long bt'am to the gl'OllUd. a nd fn fl; t.elling n man 
to it , and then pulling (lown t he olhel' ena by tIlt:. ropes, 
t he man r.onld be I'aised int o the lIi l' a height of Borne 

40 fAet 01' more. The whole Clll' could then be dragged 
by the thick ca.ble ropes round the temple. While thn 
subject WI\iI. being prepared for swingiug. 1\ mat W8B 

stretched above llis head, pa-rUy to do him honoul', partly 
to protect him from the snll. His henri and neck Yr'el'e 
riehly omnmentpd, Aud below be wns bedecked with 
peacook's feathers, sod clad in 11 loin.cloth. which. waullt 
bea!' S0111e, if not all t.he weight of his body. Amid the 
firing of mortArs, bea.ting or tom.toms, the ~cl'eeching of 
nutes, and the shouts of the orowd, the cao9d end of the 
long beam wa.'! lowereil, and t,he devot vran6 on 
the ground, was fflstened to the beam .,.,..n8 of ropes 
passing unde.' his arms and around h_is ola.t. "To some of 
the ropes hooks were fastene<l. The pri,. took hold of 
the flesby part of the mnn 's back, squ801.ec111P the fl.h. 
and put some four hooks at Jeast. through it. A rudely 
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fa.shioned sword and shield were then given t..o the man, 

and he was swung upwto tho air', Wtwing the sword &ud 
shield, and making convulsive movemeuts. Slowly t.he 
people dragged the ca.r "olmd t,be tem ple, a distance not 
quite as fa.r as rOllnd St. Paul's cathedraL Some of the 
men were suspendf"<) while iho car was dr'agged round 
three or fonr times. Tho tlcxt devotee wo.s fastened in 
the same wl\y to the beam, but, instead of a. sword and 
shield, the priest,s gave hi m an lli fa.ut ill his a.rms. and 
devotee and iofaut WOI'O swuug 1111 ill the ail', and the 
car dragged ro und the t.emple as be-fore. Some children 
were brought, forward, whose pBl'lmts had made vows 
a-bout thorn. The little ones were made 1..0 prostra.te 
t,heruselves befol'e t,be imago of RiUi. '1'1100 the 60sby 
parts of t.heit' sides wore pinchod 111), a.nd some wires put 
through. This done, t hu wire~ WOI'O place«) in Lbo handa 
of the relatives, and the children W61'e l",d ronnd a.nd 
round the temple, as though in icading strings, It i@ ou 
rucord th"lt, when the devotee lias ooell 8pC<:i~lIy zealous. 
the whole ma.chine ha~ been mu\'ud to 0. considorable 
distance while he was suspended from it, to th8 
&dmiration of tho gaping multitudes." 

At Madura, Mr. Knowle.'1 slalos , on the occasion of a 

hook-swinging festivHl a ft'w year9'i-go, the devotee waa 
swung by: alone, anrl not by ropes a.nrl books. 
The -pole 61' than that IIsod at KolJang6dll, and 
decorated wi6 med c1ot.h Bomethlng like a barber's 
pola, a.u.P with flowers. Instead of it being 
fixed on a bar. a large platform was osed. Tho Reshy 
part of the man's back was ficst beaten to cause it to 
awel'" a.o.d two l&rge hooka were fasOOned into the £leaD.. 

&3 



498 BOOK·sWlNGIN(}. 

\ 
The Abbe Duhois.· in describing the hook-swinging 

ceremony, says that If a. priest beats thQ HeRhy part of 
the back uutil it is quite benumbed. )Vhile suspended, 
tbe devotee is careful not to show a.ny sign of -pain; 
indeed be continues to laugh, jest, ann gesticulate, like a 
buffoon ill order to amuse the spectators, who applaud 
a.nd shont with laughter. After swinging in the air for 
the pre8cri~ time. the' victim is let down, and, as soon 
as his wounds are dressed . he returns home in triumph." 

Some years ago, a. man in a village, north of the 
Godavari river, who had four holes in his loins from 
previous 8wingings, complained to the Deputy Commis­
sioner t.IJit his occupa.tion was g'Nl8, as he was no longer 
allowed to be BWlIl.lg. Quite recently the Goyernor of 
Ma.dras waS approached by a ryot (a.griculturist), on 
behalf of the community, "with 1\ request for permission 
to revive the practice of hOO:a..Bwinging in a certain 
villnge of the · Madura. distriot, He represented, with 
a.1l earnestness, that, since this ceremony had been 
stopped, the rainfall had been- deficient and the crops 
sca.uty; cholera haa been ,rcvnJent; and in. families 
"here there were five ON!IX children.. tt.-'ll years ago, 
thel'6 were now only two aI.' three, 

A varia.nt of tbe form of 'kook·swinging dealt with 
above is described by Ta.,ernier, who, writing in the 
sevO&1Leeuth century, narrates how devotees Cf go out of 
the eit ond lasten it'on hooks ttl the boughs of several 
trees. Thou come a great numbel' of poor people, and 
bang themselves, some by the sides, some by the brawn 
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of their backs, upon these hooks, until, the weight 01 
their body tearing away the flesh. I hey fall of themselves. 
T'is 8. wonderful thing to soo t hat llot so much 88 one 
drop of blood shouJd issue from the wounded flesh, llor 
that any of the flesh should be leH upon the heoks i 
besides that in t wo da.ys they a l'e ]lCrfecUy cured by 
such plasters as their Brahma.ns gi\'<, them,l> 

A ceremony which is closely allied to ~k-8wingiDg 

is the till.m (lilting), which take, place during the 
kumbbum kodurn or pol festival in ' l'ra\'ancl)re, (or'the 
following s.cCOUllt of which I am indebted to the Maaras 
Mail, 190i. On 0. wooden platform is un uptight fra.me, 
on \vhich is a traDsve.r e bar, both ends of \v}Uch can be 
raiBac\.or lowered at ~VlU . . Fs.cing the temple ~ere were 
three such pla.t forms, and each of them was occupied by 
a. man who performed thtl tOk.kam ceremony. He was 
fitted with a. head gel}!' resem bling 9 au old poke-bonnot. 
From the rim were s pcnded slendel' threads of coIourod 
bea.ds and tinsel. On bis shoulders rested a. pair of 
woodon epaulettes, which looked gilded. RiR ""turne 
was turkey red Il.nd black, aDd from the WAist downwards 
he was oovered ",rit.b II. skirt peacock's fea.tbel's, UDdJ"' 
his a.rms ran a leather band, by which, when the tra.ns. 
verse b8l' was raised, h&o hung in mid-ail', Behind the 
bend were two steel hooks, which pierced the skin very 
slightly, In his hands each roa.n beld 0. bow I\(ul what 
seemed to be an ncrow, a.nd from time to time he, ehou.UMl 
and geeticul:lted in an alarming manner, There W88 a 
distinct military air about the dress and In.meanoof of 
the men, 
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As h.uman hook.swinging i8 forbidden. n pseudo. 
cere.ony has, boon Slibsit ut.ed for it, and W8~ recently 
performed for my special edification at Chennapa.tna. in 
the Mysore provioce The nature of thE! appnratus which 
is ol'acted for the occasio ll , aud decorated with coloured 
cloths, flags. and leafy t.wigs of the mango tree. is rcn­
dered cl00.r by reference t..o plate xxxm, which sbows 
8idi Vfl"8Jl.D& suspendro 011 nigh. and Manamma in her 
shr)ne carried above its bearer's head . To the top of the 
framework a. braas umbrella. and kalasnm (bra."Is pot.) . . 
are affixed. The end of the beam t.o which the figure 
of Sidi Vir:Ul na. (plate LUll) is Buspeudetl , is adorned 
witJI 1\ canopy -with ma.ugo lea.ves tied to it. Tbe god­
dess M;~riamma. in her shrine, borne by a. pujari, aud 
Sidj Viranna carried by 8. boy. are conduoted 1.0 It 

tank whore thoy are worshipped, and brought in pro­
cession toO tbe scene of the swinging ceremony. To a 
long ooa.m, which is lowered to the ground, Sidi Viranna. 
carrying in his haud! a. sword nnd I'hield. and dressed up 
in a gaudy turbl\ll a.nd silk-bordered cloth. is secured by 
means of a rope made of huma.n hair. which is tied to a 
hook: in the middle or his back. Tha beam is thou 
hoisted OD high, and irli VirtUlna rotated round aDd 
round. nccompanied by the ~oddes8 Mfiriamma. and 
Boleyn musicians playing woird music with fife and drum. 
Sometimes 1\ cradle is tied to the beam beneath the 
oanopy. and children are placed in it. And occasionally 

tied to the beam ropes passed roun.d the waist, 
lDiated. T11,e fostival usually commences on a 
dRY, and lasts for thr •• days. On the first day tb. 



Pldte XXX II I. 

, 

• E • , 
i 
; 
l 
X , , , 
• 
l 



SOOK·B WTNGlNQ. 801 

.. , ." 
goddess Mariamma is worsh ipped by Brab'IJRllS oruy, aod, 
on the follo\ving flny by other c&soos, \~ho make offerings 
of fowls and shoop. 'rhe swinging of the god is t:&rried 
on for several bours. At its couclus~on , the goddess is 
taken in procesliiou through OOe streets. lind, when tbe 
temple is roached, n fi re-walking cel'efuony, cal led komia, 
takes place. Over the hot ombers atre ' 0 in front. of the 
temple, il:.e plijari, with the gotldoss, walks th,'oo times. 
aud enters the templo. It is sllid tb [~t h--;' .. ooe~ved no 
injury to his foot, if he lasts and keeps ' llmsel£ pure au 
the day of the ordeal. ~ 

A,t a. roadsido bnmlet 11ear K Ulnnlarq in the South 
Areot disl,rict, my assistant saw a pseudo-hook. swinging 
ceremony being J!erformed. The beam had n sheep 
tied to it, as (\ I U stitut.e for n. human being. One 
fa.mily had take-n avow to fie thoi r child to t,he beam fo r 
one revolution thereof, but. the police intel'vened, 8Jld 
the cbild's clothes aud a sher p wore swung inswad. At 
a. pseudo-hook-swinging ceromony in the SeIlary district, 
as carried ont at th.e present day, 11 Bedru' is s\l8pended 
by a cloth passing uoder his arms. 'rhe Midigas 
a.lways swing him, and have t.o provido the hide ro pes 
which are osed.· 

I a.m indebted to Arossrs. Wiele 
photographs illustratillg thR humall 

ceremony. 

Kl.in for the 
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INFANTICIDE. 

TUfj sacri_fice of inCant life may, so faf as Southern lndm 
• i.e concel'ned, be classified under two bea.ds: (a) criminal 

olience as a. means of getting rid of inconvenient offspring, 
or as an act of revenge; (b) tri bal custom. The Abbe 
Dubois· notes that pat'onts used to abandon on a high 
road innocent babies, who happened to he born on a 
certain day, which ti le prognostica.tiooa of the professional 
astrologer had iligllifiod to bt. unlucky . And there 
'Were even ullnatural parents who went t he length of 
strangling or drowning these (,iny victims of ~tupid and 
a.trocious sUpol'stition. A few years ago a newly-born 
baby WfiS found dead in a ditch, and one of a gang of 
Bas8.vig (dedicated prostitutes), working at a neighbouring 
factory, was suspected oj being the moLber . The police 
officer a.nnounced his intention of examining all t.be 
Basavis, and she who wns in a. state of lactat.ion, with 
no baby to account for her condit ion, would be charged 
with knowledge of the infant's death . Of inianticid", as a.n 
unauthorised ac.t. of mercy by the lrnla.s of the Nilgiris, 
the following account is given by Harkness. t During 
the winter, or wbile they nre wandering about the forests 
in se&I'ch of food, driven by hunger, the families or 
pa.rties separate one from another. On these occasions 

• Bindn Mann"'"" Oll,ktm_. Alld C .... mo.ni6l. 
t D.-oripl.i.011 of • l illgular A borigill.l Raoe illh.mtill( the l a.mnUt. of ~l:.o 

NeiI,heny hilll. 1832. 
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the women and young children lU'e often left alone, and 
the mother, having no longer lilly nourishment for her 
infant, anti cipates it.s final misery by bur·ying it alive. 
The account was given and corroborated in such a manner 
as to leave no doubt of its cO I-rectness . 

• It is stated by Ormo, on the authority of tho Jalmit 
Father Martiu, that the fury of revenge operates 80 

strongly a mong the' Colleri t:!R' (l:\a11o.u8) that a man. 
for a slight I\ffront, has buon known t,O murder IUs 
wift) and all his child ren, merely to have the atrocious 
satisfaction of conqu;'llling his advorsary to commit like 
murders in his OWIl family. 'I'he formor practice of 
infa.nticide by the I{ allnns isdealt with at groater length 
11l the .Manual of the Madura. district. where it is stated, 
un tbe authority of the survey a.ccount, tllat If a horrible 
custom exists amollg thE! [omal('ij of t,be Calleries. When 
{\ quarrel or dissension (wises between them, Lha insulted 
womw brings her child to t he house of the aggressor, Bnd 
kiUs it at her door to avengo herse1f, althollgh her Yen· 
geanoo is attended with tho most cruel barba.rity. She 
immedia.tely thereafter proccttds to t\ lleighboUJ'ing viJlage 
with nIl he,· goods. r n this attempt. she is opposoo by ber 
neighbours, which (!'i ves rise to clamoUl· aod outrage. 
The complaint is then carri(:(j t.o t.he head Ambalncaur, who 
lays it. beforo the eldet·s of tho villagl.:. o.nd solicits t.hoir 
interference to tennioato the quarrel. III the course of 
t.his investigatiou, if the husband finds that suffioient 
evidence Las boon brought llgainst bis wi;e tha.t she had 
given cause for provooation and aggressioo, he proceeds 
nnobserved by the IlSS8wbly to his honae. and brings one 



of his children, and, in the presence of witnesses, kills 
his child at the door of the woman, who had first killed 
her child at his. By this motle of proe9"lding be considers 
that he has saved himsl'lf much troublfl and ex pense, 
which would othrrwise have devolved on him. This 
cil'cumstauce is soon hrought lo tho notiee of the tribunal. 
who proclaim that the offen co committed ia sufficiently 
avenged. Bnt, s houln th is volulltary retribution of 
reyenge not he t:lxecll ted by tbe convicted pel'son, thl') 
tl'Ibunal is prolonged to a. limitpd period, gOllera.li .v fiftoen 
days. Beforo tho 6xpiratiOlL Il f that perioll one of the 
ohildren of thn coo'lic te( l person trIU~t bl' killel!. At the 
snme timo be i ~ tn hH:lr all ('xpellse~ f O I" provid:ng food, 
etc., for t,hc assombly during t,hree da.,YH." Sneh litroci­
tios are not permitteti lIud(,1" British rule . 

In the Ma.nual of tho Vizagupatam distl-iet it is stated 
that female infanticido uaea to be vt:lry common all over 
the Jeypore Muntry, and tho ltujah i~ said t.o have made 
money out of it in one large talfik (c1 ivisiou). The 
custom was to commIt the Dl-l<;ari (priest) wbeu a femlJ.le 
cbild was bom as to it.~ fate. If it was 1)0 be kiUed, the 
parents ha.d to pay the Amin of the taliik 8. fee for 
the privilege of killing it,; and the Amin u<Jed to pa.y 
the RAjah thrt'e hUlldrod rupnes a year for rent,ing the 
privilego of giving the liconso ana pocketing the fees. 

Tile practic(' of fomale infanticide was formerly very 
prevalent among the Khonn.!l of Ganjam, and, in 1841, 
Lieutena.nt Macpl,erson was dt'puood to ca.rry into effect 
tho mea.sures which had been proposed by Lord Elphin6 
stone for the 8uppression of the Mariah (huma.n) 88.Cri1iee 
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and infsnticide, The crime was ascribed to ~&riOUB 

beliefs, yiz.: (1) that it was an iujnnction by god, as one 
woman made the whole world suffer j (2) tha.t it con­
duces to male off<:jpring ; (3 ) that woman, boing a mischief. 
maker, is better o~t of the world thrul in it; (4) that 
the difficulty, owing to poverty . in providing marriage 
portions waS an objectioll to roal'Lng females From 
Macpher~on's well-known rt:port'" the following- ('x:tracts 
are taken, If The portion of the Khood country in which 
the praetice of female infanticiue is hown to prevail is 
roughly estimakd at 2,400 squal'e miles, its popula.tion 
at 60,000, and tht'l number of infants de"ltroyed aunually 
at 1,200 to 1,500 The tribef; (who vract ice infanticide) 
bplong to tbe uin .. ion of the Kbond peo}Jlo which does 
not offer human qar'l'ifices. Tho US!1go of infant-icide has 
existed amOlqzst them from tiUld irnmpmoriaI. It OWi7S ita 
origin anll its maill tenanc(~ partly to l'a li,gif1!18 opinioDs. 
partly to ideas from which certain very important fentllreR 
of Khond mnnliOrs arise. The Kltouds bf'l ieve that the 
supreme deity, tho sun god, created all things good; 
that the eart.h goddof;'1 introducou ('vil into the worM; 
and that these two l'OWl'N havo ~ilJC(' contlicted. The 
uon-sacrificing trihtls makes th(' supremo doity the great 
object of tiwir adorHlioll, neglecting the earth goddess. 
Thfi sacrificing tribos. on t,ba otb<:I' hand, believe 
the propitiatioll of the latto!' power to be the most 
necessary wnrship Now the tribes wbich practice female 
infanticide hold that the sun god, in contemplating the 

• 8eleotiou from tho) RlIOOrd. of tb .. OOfllrDllIall~ of Indill (HOllie De~. 
I11811t), No. V.1S54. 
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deplora.ble effecta produced by the creation of feminine 
nature. charged men to bring up only :'8 many females 
a9 they could restrain from producing evil to society . 
This is the first idea L1pon which tll1J :lsage is foullded. 
Again, the Khonds be1i~ve thot souls almost invariably 
return to a.nimate hnman formi ill the families in 
which they have Leen fir4 born B.lld ~ece:ved. But the 
reception of the soul of all infa.nt into a family is 
coll!plcted 011 1)' OD the pel"iol"mance of the ceremony of 
naming upon the sevent,h day after its birth. ThC' death 
of a female infant, then-fore, befoft, that cerf'monial of 
reception, is belit·yed to C'xcludtl its soul from tlle circle 
of family opil'its, diminishing by ODe the chance of future 
femnle births in the fnmily. And, 3S the first a.t!pu·ation 
of every Khoud is to have male child l"t'n, thi~ belief is a 
powerful iucent,lve to infanticide." :Macpherson, during 
his campaign, camo across many villages of about a. 
huudretl houses, in which there was not a Ringle female 
cbild. In his arguments with the people, be asserted 
that. inquiry would prove that the opinion that male 
birthe are increased by the destruction of fema.le infants 
is unfounded. A nu, with respect to I,hejur:t.ificatiou whicb 
is lAid Oll the groDud that tho dest,)"uction of infants is a 
les8 evil thau that which must, a.rise from ~bt! contests 
attendant on tho capricious dissolution of their marriages, 
he held it to be obviou~ that the practice of infanticidt:l, 
and the cause of those contests re-aot upon each other. 
alternately fiS cause and effect. Infanticide produces & 

scsrcity (If women, which ra.ises marriage paymen~s 80 

high that tribes are easily induced to oontest their 
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adjustments when dissolutionA of the tie occur, while 
these dissolutions Ilre vlainly p"onjpt~d by lbat Roarcity 
which pceyents evel'y ma.n from having a. wife. On the 
cessation of infa.nticide W.1mp.tl woulll become abundant, 

and the marr iage payment. would bocowe small. Every 
mHoU would have I ~ wif,) HI' elsewhere. W·olllon would have 
less pvwer to ChSIl({U, and, wllun they did , there would 

be no uifficulty in m&kiJlg t.b,-, ruq uisite adjustment of 
property. 

In 1855, Captaill Fry'-' found many Baro Sori Khond 
\oiHages without. It silLglc female c:hilr1 in them. 

In former t.imes, til(l Lll.mhflclis, boforo sotting out, on 
a journey, u 8('d t.u vrooure a little child, and bury it in 
the groUl1d up to its shouluer!:l, a1l(1 then drive their 
loaded bullocks O\' tH· tll(, unfortunate! vict.im. Jo propor. 
tion to the bullocks tliol'ouF{hly Lrllmpling" tho ch ild to 
dea.th, so their bIJiief in a ~IH:ctl~sful journey IIH;relUied,. 

The praotice of infatlticidf', a f; it prevailed among the 
TodR.8 of the NIIgiris, is OORI summed up ill the "Words of 
an aged 'l'oda, during an intel'vinw with Colonel Marshall,t 
.. I was a little lJoy when Mr. SullivaH (f,he first English 
pioneer of the Nilgil'is ) visited t,ht'RU mountains. In thosf' 
days it W&8 the custom to kill children, but the practiCb 
baa long died ant, and now <'IDe D{'vor ht:!arH of it. 1 don't 
know whflther it was wrong or not to kill them, but .,.e 
were "ery poor, and could not support oor children. 
Now everyone hM 8. mantlR (putkali), but formerly there 
W8S only one for tbe whole family . We did not kill tbem 

• a liT. J. CUll. Iud. A.nt.., VIH, 187P, 
t A. pmnologi.t IlQlOllg.t tb" Todu, 1813. 



to please any god, but because It W&8' our ' custom. The 
[Dother nev~r nursed the child, and the parents did llot 
kill it. Do you thInk we oonld kill it ourselves? Those 
tell lies who S8.)- we laid It down before the opening of 
the buffalo-pen, so that it might be run over and killed 
by the amma.ls. W f' never did such things. Bud it is all 
nonsense that we drowned It in buffalu'!! milk. BOY8 
were uevor killed-only gnls j not those who were sickly 
and. deformed-that would be 8. sin; bnt, when we had 
one girl, or ill Bome families two girls, those that followed 
were killed. An old woman lkelachl) used to wke th~ 
ohild immediatt> ly it was born , and c10:3e its nostril~. ears, 
and mouth with a. cloth t hus- here pantomimlo action. 
It would shortly droop Its head, and go to sleep. We then 
buried It In the gronnd. The kelachi got a present of 
four a.nna.s for the deed." ~~he old man 's remark about 
the cattle-pen refers to t.116 Malagasy custom of pls.oing a 
new-born chilu a.t the entrance to a cat tle-pen, and then 
driving the cattle over it, to ROO whether they would 
trample on it or not. - The Missionary Matz t bears out 
the statement that the Toda babies were killed by 
8uffocation. 

In a recelJt note on the proportion of the sexes among 
the Todas, t which brings out very clearly the great 
aX08fi18 of male over females, Mr. R. C. Punnett states 
that H all who have studied the Todaa are agreed upon 
~e frequency of the practioe in earlier timea. Marl!lball, 

• Wi., Hl8tory of Kalapaoa.r. 
t Tribero {ababitlll,8 t.he Ih.lle'hllrl'1 h,U.. B,. GenD_ JU.ianary. ISM. 
t Proo.o..mbrt. Philoeoph. 800., xn, 1906. • 
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writing in 1872; refers to the lA-ega amount Qf female 
infanticide in fOI'I?er years, but exprei3se'l his convict,ion 
that the practice had by tha.t time died out. Marshall's 
('vidence is t ha.t of native assurance only. Dr, Rivers, 
who received the !SamB assura.nce, is disinclined to place 
much confidence in DfLti'i'u veracity with reference to this 
paiut, and, ~n view of f,b6 lack of 611couragement whioh 
the practice recai, es from the Indian o-ovcrnment, this 
(8 not altogether surprising. 'rhe sUpJ>4 .sition of feml!le 
'nfanticide, by accoun ting lor tho grea.t di!:lproportion 
in thfl numbers of the sexe8, hrings the Todas int.o 
harmony with what l !. known of the rest of ma.nkind." In 
summarising his conclusions, Mr. Punnett, notes that--

(1 ) Among the l'odas, wfl.les preponderate greatly 
OVfl.!' females. 

(2) This preponderance is tlouhtlt:ss dUf! to the 
practice of female infanticidt>, which is probably still to 
80me extent preva.lent. 

(3) The numerical preponderance of the males has 
been sh'adily sinking during recellt )6ar8, o~ probably 
to the check which foreign intcrcourlle hat> imposed upon 
fe_male infanticide. 
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MEltlAIi SACRIFICE. I 

'fUE ethnological section of the Ma.dra.s ~I usauro received 
a. few years ago a. very interest.ing relio in the shape 
of a hllDl3dl. (Mariah) Baol'ifies post from Baligudu in 
Ganjam (plate XXXIV). This post, which wasf.st being 
reduced to a mere shell by • white-anta,' is, I believe, the 
ollly one now in existence. It was brought by Colonel 
Pioka.nce. who wo..B ASsllitnnt Superintendent of Police, 
to Ba.ligudll Irom somo placo in the south-west of the 
Chinna. Kimedi .\ialiahs, and set up in the gronod near the 
ga.te of the reserve Police hat'racks. 

" rrb.a best kno\vn case," .Mr. Frazer writes, * of human 
sacci Sees systematically uffered to ensure good crops is 
supplied by t.he Khoods ai' Kalldhs, a. Dravidian race in 
Bonga.1 and Madras. OUI' knowledge of them is derived 
from the 8.uoonnts writtfln hy British officers, who, forty 
or fifty ya.: ago, were engaged iu pu~ting them dowil. 
The sacrifices were offert:d to the earth goddess, Tan 
Penno or Bera Pennu, a.nd werp. believed to ensure good 
0I'0pI, and immunity from all disea!ies and acuidenta. In 

1~:~~u~~;,~th:e;'Yi~were oonsidered neocssary in the oulti· r the Khonds arguing tha.t the turmerio 
coyld 110' have a deepJ"ed colollr without the ,bedding 
of blood. 11\10 viotim, & Meciah. was acceptable to the 
godd... hed been purchased, or bad boen-tlorn 
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a. vict.im, that is the SOD of a. ~ctim fnther, or ha.d been 
devoted as 8. child by his father or guardi8Jl." 

In 1837, :Afr. Russell, in a report on tJie'dilttricta 
entrusted to his control, wrote as foUows.. <I The cere. 
monies a.ttending tlte barbarous rite, and still moro Ihe 
moue of destroying life, vary in difi'er61lt parts of the 
country. In the MAliahs of GOODlSUf, the sacrifice is 
offered annually to Thadha P ennao (the earth) under t,he 
effigy of a. bird intended to represent a peacock, with the 
view' of propitiating the deity to grant !avourablr seasODS 

and crops. The ceremony is verformed at the expense 
of, and in ,'otatioD by certain mootahs (d istricts) com· 
posing It community, a.nd connected together fl 'olU local 
circumstAnces. Besidos these periodicaJ sacrificos. OthOfS 

are made by single mootabs, sud even by individuals, to 
a.vert a.ny threatening calamity from /lick-ness, murroin, 
or other cause. Grown men are the most e8tbOmed 
(as victims) becaUBe the most cosLly. Children are 
purchased, and reared for years with the family of the 
person who ultimately devotes them to a cruel death, 
"WheD circumstOll C6s a.re sup posed t4. qemand 8. acri6ce a.t 
his hands. They seem to be trra • i. .. uess, a.od, 
if young, a.re kept. under no constrain t j whon old 
enough to be eensible of the late that awaits thoro, they 
are pla.oed in fette~ and gnarded. Mos thoRe who 
were l'oBCuod bad been sold by their pa,ron tlJ 01' noatMt 
relatione, a pn.ctice which, ft'orn all we could learn, ia... 
,",err common. Persona or riper 8.A'6 arc kianapped br ---
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wretches who trade in human Hesh. The victim must 
alwa.ys be purchn.sed. Oriminals, or prisoners captured 
in war, 8,1'0 not consiuered fitt.ing subject.s. The price is 
paid iudifferently ill bra.ss utensils, cattle, 01' corn . 'rhe 
zanca (or -PI·jost), who may be or any caste, officiates U~ 
the sacrifice, but he performs the poojah (offering of 
flowers, incenso, etc.) to the idol tlu'ough the medium of 
the 'L'oombo., who mu st be a. Khond child onder seven 
y-cars of age. T hill. child i;, fed and clothed at tho pu blie 
expense, ea.ts wil.1! no oth~ r person, and iill subjected to no 
a.ct deemod iuqHlro. Fot':.\ month prior ~o tile sacrifi ce 
thero 1>1 m\l ch feasting A,nrl intoxicaJioll, and da.ncing 
rOllnd the Merll11) who is adnr ued \\~ith gaJ'la.uds, etc., 
and, on t be day b':lfOl'e the l't'l'formallce of t.ho b&rbarous 

ritt!, is stupefied with toddy, and made to sit, 01', i~ nooes­
eary , is bound a.t the bott,om of a. post, bearil!g the 
effi gy a.bo\·c desoribed. The assembled multitnde thou 
da.oce II round t.o Illusic. and. addressing the earth, say: 
f 0 God, WI:! oHer the saCl'ifice to you. Give us good 
orops, sea.sons, and health,' After which they address 
tho vict.im' We houghtyou with a. pl'ioe, and did not seile 
YOII. Now we 8actificf' yon aooOl'di ng to OORtOru, and no 
silll'osts wit,h Ui:I,' On the foJl0,ving day. the victim, being 
a.gO-in intoxicated and anoluterl with oil, each individual 
present touohes the a.nointed -part, aod wipes the oil OU 

his own head, All then proceell in process ion around tbe 
village and it,s bounda.ries, preceded by music. bearing 
the viotim and a pole, to tho top of which is attached a 
tuft of peaoock's fea.lhol's, On returning to the post, 
;which is always placed near the village deity oallt.'d Znkareo 
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Penno'o, and representeri by three stones, near whioh the 
brMS effigy in the shape of the peacock is buried, they~ 
kill a hog in sacrifice; a.nd. haying allowed the blood to 
flow into a pit prepared for tho purpose, the victim who, 
if it has boen fou nd possible, ha.s beeo previously made 
senseless C,'om int.oxicat.ion, i!!o seized and thrown in, nnd 
his fa.cd pressed down nntil he i~ suffocated in the bloody 
mire a mid the nQise of instruments. The Z rmee t.heu cuts 
a piece of fl esh from the boc1y, l1nd bUl'i uJ.\ it, with ct' fomo.uy 

near the e ffigy and "illago idol, as au olTering- to tb .. cat·Lh. 
All the rest afterwards go through t.ho flame [01'm , a.nd 
cony the bloody pl'; ~,O t.o j,be;I' villagos, wbOl'e the same 
rites are pet·rormerl, J-Inrt !>einf' intoned nonr the vi llage 
idol, and liUle bits on tho b(lli udarie;ol, Tho belld and faco 
remain untouched. and tho bones, wben bal'c, a.re Iltll'if>(] 
with t hem in tho pit, Aftal' lh_ia hOl'rid C{!l'(llllOllY ha.s 
beeu completed, a huffalo calf i'l I!rollght ill fro ll t of t.he 
post, and, his fOJ'o feet having heen cut ofT, ik loft there 
till the following dR.)' . Woman , drc~'led in mnltt a.ttire 
ftnd al'mad lUi meD, then drink , dalles aud tJi ng round tho 
spot, the cfllf is killed lind cal .. U, :\ud tho Zo.uco (priest) 
is dismissen with 0. pre~ ... ut of !'ice a.nd do hng 0 1' calf," 

I n the same year, "Mr. Arhuthllot, C:oUfl('ltor of Vizllga. 
po.t.a.m, reported as follows. "Of tho hill tribo. Codooloo, 
there are said to 'ne two ili st,joel. ChlFlS88 . the Cotio. 
Codooloo and l athapoo Codooloo. Thu former elMS is 
that which is in the habit of offering human sa.oriliees to 
the god called Joukery. with a view to secure good cropA. 
'rhis ceremony is gooern.lIy porformed 00 tll e S unda.y 
preceding or following the Pongal fCMt, The victim JS 

6; 
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seldom carried by force, bat procured by purchase, and 
there is a fixed price for' each persoD, which consists of 
forty Rl,ticles ~ucb as a bullock, a ma.le buffalo, a cow J & 

goa.t, n pioof' of cloth, a silk cloth. a. brass pot, a la.rge plate, 
n bunch of plantains, etc. The man who is destined for 
the sacri60e is immediately ca.rried before the god, and 
a. small qun.nt,ity of rice coloured with saffron is put upon 
his head. The influence of this is said to prevent his 
att,empting to cflcape) even though set at liberty. It 
would appenr, however, ~tho.tJ from the moment of his 
seizure till he is sacrificed, ho is kept, ill a continued state 
of stnpefa.ction or int,oxicntion H I) is allowed to wander 
a.bout, t.he ~·illa.gc, tooaL aUf1 (It'ink anything he lIlUY take 
8 fanoy t,o, And even to bave connect.ion with any of t.he • 
women whom ho may meet" On the morning set apart 
for the sacrifice, he is carried hefore the idol in a. st.ate of 
intoxication. One of t,he vilhtgers officiates I\S priest, 
who cuts 0. SIDiln hole in the stomach of t.he viotim, and 
with the blood that fl ows from t,be wound the idol is 
besmenred. Then t.he crowds fro[O the neighbouring 
villages rush forward, and he is literally cut into pieces. 
EA.ch porson who is so furtunute as to proouro it carries 
a.way n morsel of the flesh, a.nd present:, it. to the idol of 
his own villa.ge." 

Concerning a mothod of sacrifico, which is illustrated 
by the post preserved in the museum, Colonel CampbeU 
recorda - tha.t U one of the most, common ways of offering 
the sacrifice in Chinns. Kimerli is to the effigy of an 
elepha.nt (hatti mundo or eleph&nt's head) rudely carved 
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in wood, fixed on the top of Il. stout post, ou which it is 
made to revolve. A.fter the performance of the usual 
ceremonies, the int.ended victim is (n.steu",d to the pro­

boscis of the elephantt and, amidst the ahonts and yells 
of the excited multitude of Khonds, is rapidly whirled 
round, when, at 0. giV6D Rigno.l by tho officinting Zaneo or 
priest. the crowd rush in, seize the ~I~ril\h, a.nd with t.h.oir 
knives cut the Besh off tho shril31ring wretch as long as 
life remains. He is then cu t dowu, tLo skolotoll burnt, 
and the horrid orgies are over. I u se \'flral villages] 
counted as many as fourtoon effigies of elephants, which 
had been used in forme r sacrifices. These 1 caused 
to be overthrowu by the baggage e le pb.auta a.ttached to 
my C&mp i.q the pres(>IlC9 of the assembled Khonds, to 

show them that t he:;;e vellerate<! objucts had no power 

against the living SHima!. and to ramove all vestiges of 
r.heir bloody superstition." I u auol.her I sp..,rt Colonol 
Ca.mpbell describes bow thu miserable victim. is dragge(l 
along the fields, surrounded by 1\ crowd of half iutoxicat.ed 
Kllollds who, shontiug nod struaming. rush upon him. and 
wit.h their knives cot tbe Ae8b piOO6meaJ Crom f,he bonbs, 
avoiding the head lIud bowels, till tbe living skeleton. 

dying from loss of biood, is relieved from torture, whon 
its remains are burnt, a(.;11 tbo ashes mixed with the 

now grain to preserve it from insocts. Yet. a.gain he 
describes &. sa.crific9 which W88 pecnliar to the KhoDds of 
J aypore. .. I t is". he says. "always succeeded by the 
aacrifice of three hnman beings, two to t.he 8nlt to the 
east and west. of the \·illagc, and one in the centro, with 
the usnal ba.rba.rit.io8 of the Meriah. A stou t wooden 



post about six feet long is firmly fixed in the ground, a.t 
the foot of it a. narrow grAve' is dug, aud to Ula top of 
the post lhe victim is firmly fa.stened by the long hB.1r of 
his head Foul' a.ssistants hold his outstrt'tched arms 
and legs, the body being suspended horizontally over the 
grave , with the face towards the Barth, The officiating 
Janna or prie!'lt, "talldin~ on the right side, repeats the 
foHowing invoca.tion, at interva.lq ha.cking' WIt h his sacri­
ficing kuife the back part of the shrieking victim's neck, 
• O· Mighty Manicksoro. this is your festal day. rro the 
Khonds the offering iM Meriah, to klllgs Junna.. On 
account of thi'i sacrifice yon have given to kir.gs king­
dOIDS, gun;;. and swords. The ~a.cri 6.C6 we now oBer you 
must eat, :md we pray thilt our battle axes may be 
con verted into swords. OUI' bows Bod arrows illt.O gun 
powder and balls j and, if we II a.ve any q narrele with other 
tribes, give us the victory. Preserve U8 from the tyranny 
of kings and their officers.' Then, addressing the victim • 
• Tha.t W6 may enjoy prosperity, we offer yo u a. sAcrifice 
to our god MaDlcksoro, who will immedia.tely ent yon, al) 
be not grieved a.t our slll.ying you. Your par.en~ were 
aware, when we purc!u\sed yon from t1H~ru for aixty 
rupees, that we did lIO wit.h intent t.o Mcrifioe yon. There 
ii, therefore, no ain on our hoods, but. on yoar parent&. 
After you are dea.d, we shl\ll perform your obaequiea.' 
The victim is then decapitated, the body throw'o iato tha 
graTe. and tbe head left lIuspended from the post till 
devoured by wild beasts. The knife remain!! fastened. to 
the post, till the three SRCIi.fices have been performed. 
"hen it i8 removoo with much ceremony." In aJl aooount 



by Captain MlLc Viccar of the sacrifice B.9 carried out at 
Ma.ji Oeso, it is stated t,hat I< on tho day of sacrifice the 
Meriah is surrounded by the Khonds, who beat him 
violently on the head Ivith the heavy metal bangles, 
which they purchase at the fa.irs, and wear on t,bese 
occasions. If this iuhulD~n sma.~hing riDes not imme. 
diately destroy the victlm'~ life. an end is put to hiB 
3uffering3 hy 'Jtr"'D~ulation, a slit, hdmboo being used for 
the pnrpOif'l. ~Lrip~ of flesh IlI'e then cut, oll' the back, and 
each recipient of till' pl'ociou-l tre~,ur{' carries bis portion 
to the stream which wa.ter~ his fields. and there suspends 
it on a pole. Th{' rema.ins of I he mangled carcase a t'e 
then buried, nnd fUlJeral ob.'3tlquics are performed seven 
days subsequently, and TC'p"ared uDe yenr afterwardR," 

The Khonds of Bara MOllta!. pl'omif'lod to relinquish 
the rite (.ID condition, illff'I' .~/;" , tllflt they should bl' At 

Liberty to sacrifice buffaloes, monkej'~, goats, ct~, . to t,heir 
deities with all the 80it'mnilies observed On oc08,.'.lion8 of 
human sacrifice; blld tll,lt they shQuld be at liberty, 
upon all occa:'lions, t.o d~TIOllnc l:' to t,heir god~, the Govern~ 
ment, and some of its servants in particull\l', 88 th~ cause 
Of their having r(JlinqlliRbed the great rite. 

'l'hfl last recorded \1tn'iah sacrifice iu the Ganjam 
Miliahs ocourred in 18,)2 and there are still Khonds 
alive, who w~re prest-'nt at it. Twenty-five deaoondantls 
of peraoDs ,who wore reserved for sacrifice, but. were 
rescued by Government officers, returo(Od themselvM M 

Meriah at the Cenaua, 1901. The Khonda have now 
8ubstituted a butfalo for A humau bein~, The animal is 
hewn to pieces while alive, a.nd the villagers rush home to ' 
.. ..heir villages, to bary the flesh iu the soil, and 60 secure 




