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THE SntLA HORNEn PIIEASAN'l' 

Descr.-.Male, head black, the crest tIpped with red; nape, back, 

and sides of neck, dark-reu; Luck unci upper parts dark brown, 

minutely barred irregularly wltU blac;k. each feather with a round 

white spot on a deep blaek ground; shoulder of wing dark red; 

quills blal'klsh, with Lrown mottllllgs alld bars. and some dusky olive 
spots on some of the wmg-coverts; t(,1 tlanes mottlellllke the back, 

and with the sC'apulals. havin~ n. lal'g(' white spot; upper tail

coverts lengtll~ncu, the lateral fcathers wIth a large fnlvous tip engcd 
dull black, and ~hit.c spotted. tail hlack, Ullspotted towards the tip. 

but barred wIth wlJlty \Hown for the greater part of its length; 

beneath. tll(· tl11'1)1t anu n('ck bcl,j \, tlte wattle are vivitl scarlet, 

passing into flame colotll' and .vellow on the 10\\ er part of the nock, 
these feathcr~ bemg ot a hala, firm, and bomewhat hurny texture, 

the breast and 10\\ Cl pal ts blac.k, uashed with dull red, and each 

feather with a roullll white ~l'0t; t11e thigh-coverts mottlell black 

and brown, paler and yellowu,h near the Jumt. 
BIll bLlCb~h; irides hatel b10\\1I; nuke(l Olbit~ bnght red, two 

fleshy horns pale hlue; the glll.!.r wattle pUl pic in the middle, 

spotted and edged with pale blue. and ileshy au the !lides ; lrgs ana 
feet fleshy. Length 27 to 2!) inchel> ; extent :~7 ; wing lli; tail 

lOt to 11 ; tarsus 3; weight 4t lbs. 
The {emale has the head and all the upper parts mottled with 

dark and light brown and blacl>l~h, wlth ... mall pomted streaks of 

pale yellow; 'luiUs and tall tlo.lk brown, minutely mottled amI 

barre']; the lower palts li; ht ashy blOwn, very mmutely pow

dered with Llaekish, and IDulked with iuegular spots of white, 
very stl'ongly 80 on the breast, le!,s so on the abdomen, and be

coming more ashy. The horn~ and fleshy wattles also are absent. 
Length about 24 inches; extent 32 ; wing 10; tall 9; legs a.nd 
feet grey\sh ashy. 

The young male IS at first colored like the female; in the 
second year the hea.d and neck become roo, and the white spots 

appear; and in the third year, he gets the full pluma.ge. In Hard
wicke'. Illustrations there is the figure of a young male in the second 

year called Phtu. 11Ielano~halU8, female; and in Gould's Century, 
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pI 64 what is there called tho young male appellr~ rather to be a 
cock bird in winter plumn.gr., with tho wattles not de\clopcd, and 

th(' horns shrivelled up; for 1\10~ntaJ.uet'r tellR us that C the Hap of 
skin and the horns nre either casL 01' shrink up every year in 

moultin~, and rio not. :lttUlIl :lny ,iZQ aoalll tIll the ensllmo- 81)1111" ' 
.. 0 i'" 0 

In this fig ure, too, the rerl tip 01 th(' crest iR '\'cry llppUIcnt, 
whIlst ill tho fih'1.1rO of tlw ::10 caHcll :l.unlt male It 1$ totall'y 

absent. 

This ~eJ'y hanuHomc II OJ nou-pheasant i~ f 0I111U from j ho 

West,ern Lonlcrg uf Nepal to the c·,tl erne N')l'th-\V ('Rt. ITunrdoyas, 

I t i~ staleu not to be a VOl y common blul about SHula and 

Mn~soOlcc, but molC abundant l1C':H Altno]:l. "fts Ilsnal haunts" My!' 

::\loulltamcer, ,. an' Ingh up, ]wj far from the snows, in dell,lo amI 

~loomy forC'stR, eIther :.Llune, OJ III "lllull ~('atl<:rcd pal llC~ In wint,('r 

they dC'iccnfl the 11111~, <tllll then t'lelT faHlIit,· ltaul\t ~ llle in the 
tlll(;kc~t pnrts (If the tOICht:'> of Oak, ChC'~llut, allcll\/ O]('IH/:J. Pine, 

wherc the bo,\-tlo(' iq alll'lluant, rlllll wIJ('re ulliler the lOJcst tlcr's a 

luxuriant glowth of 'HlIlg,tll' OJ t.ho lnll Bamboo fOHns all ul1!lNwuocl 
in !'\Orne pLtc('~ allllOBt nHpcnclJ:1 bIe, TIley l,cell m eompanw~ 01 
from two 01 t1nee h ten II] u dOI,(,1l 01 more, not ill compuctlloekil, 

hut ~cattere ll wHle1y on~r a comHlel able ~pacc of fon"t, so thllt 

many at tUllCS get finit e ~epalate(l, and are found alone" If nn

disturbcd, JWIYCYCI, the), g(,llcJally relll um protty close together, 

and appear to return 'yeltl arter year to the same ::;pot, even though 

the ground be covered WIth snow, for they lind theu' livjn~ then 
on the tlceR ]f unven away hom the fore~t hy an unu~ually 

~eVOf(' ~torU1, or any vlhel ('autic, they way I)c fO\lnu at this seaHon 

in small clumps 01 wood, woodell l'lh'll1c.!.~, l'atehes of low brnsh
wood, &c, 

"At this season, except its note of alann, wl~n disturbed, the 
.T ewar is rutogether mute, and is nev(,l' heard of its own accord 

to ut,ter a note or call of any kiud j unlIke the re'lt of our Phen
llllllts, aU vf which occa~if)nally crow 01' call at all seasons When 
alarmed it utters a succession of walling cries, not unlike those 
of, a ~oung lamb 01' kid, like the syllabJe U waa, waa, u:aa," each 

syUabk uttered ~low1y and distinctly at DUt, and more rapidly 
as the bird i.~ ht\td pn's8ed or ahout to take wmg. Where !Jot 
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repeatOOly disturbed, it is not particula.rly shy, and seldom tak~ 
a.larm till a person is in Its immedia.te vicinity, when it creeps 

1110wly tbrough the underwood,. or flies up into a. tree; in the 

former case continuing its call till again stationary, and in the 

la.tter, till it has concealed itself in the branches. 1£ several are 
together, all begin to call at once, and run off' in different direc

tions, some mounting into the trees, others running along the 
ground When first put up, they often alIght in one of the nearest 

trees, but if ngllin flushed, the s£'cond flight is generally' to some 
distance, and 1I1moGt al,,·ays down h111. Their flight is rapid, the 

,'Vhir peculiar, and even when the bird is not seen, may be dis

tingui!.hcd bj the sound from that of o.ny other. Where thoir 
haunts nre often visited either by the sportsmen or the "illagers, 
they are more wary, and if such viSIts are of regular occurrence 

:md continucd tor any lengl,h of time, they become so in a very 
high dt·grce-so much so, that it is impossible to conceive a. forest 

bird more shy or cunmng. They then as soon l'lS aware of the 
presence of anyone in thc fOl cst, after calling once or twice, Of 

without doing so at all, fl.y up into the trees, which near their 

haunts ate almost all evergreens of the ucnscst fohage, and conceal 
themselves so artfully in the bngled leaves and branches that 
unless one hilS been seell to f1 y lllto a particular tree, and it has 
been well mal ked down, it is almost impossible to find them. 

"In spring, as the snow begins to melt on the higher parts of the 
bill, they leave entirely their Ivinter resorts, and gradually separate, 
and spread themselvs through the more rernote and distlUlt woods 
up to the region of bm·.h and white rllododendron, and almost 

to the extreme limits of forest. Early in April, they begin to 

pair, and the males are then more generally met with than at any 
other period; t~y seem to wander about a. great deal, are almost 

alwa.ys found alone, and often call at intervals all d~y long. 

When thus calling, the bird is generally perched on the thick 
branoh of .. tree, or the trunk of one which haa fallen to th,e 
gt'OUlld, or on a. large stone. 'rhe c.u is aimil&.r to tho one they 
utter whea disturbed, but is much louder .. and only ODe single.Jlote 

'-at • tim~ a loud energetic .'~" not unlike the ~ing of.. 
"* goM, aud caD be beard lor upwards of .. .mile. It is, uttered. 
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various intervals, sometimes every five or ten minutes for hours to

gether, and sometimes not more than two or three times during tho 
day, and most probably to invite tho females to the spot. When the 
bu!iness of incubation is over, each brood with the parent birds 
keep collected together about one spot, and descend towards their 

winter resorts as the season advances; but the forests arc so dense

ly crowded with long weeds and grass, they are seldom seen till 
about November, when it has partially decayed, and admits of a 
view through the wood. 

"It feeds chiefly on thc leaves ('f trees and shrubs; of the former 
the box and oak are the principal ones, of the latter, ringall and 

It shrub something like privet. It also cats roots, flowers, grubs, 
and insects, acorns and seeds, and berries of various kinds, but in 
a small proportion compared with leaves. In confinement it will 
cat almost any kind of grain. Though the most solitary of our 
Pheasants, and in its native forests perhaps the shyest, it is the 
most eWllly reconeileu to confinement; even when caught old 

they soon lose their timidity, eating readily out of thc hand, 
and little difficulty is experienced in rCll.l'lDg them. 

The Jewar roosts in trees, II.nll in winter, perhaps for 
warmth, seems to prefer the low evergreens with closely interwo'fen 

leaves and bl'anches to the latter and larger which overshadow 
them." 

Other speCles of Ce'l'iornis are C. Temminchii, Gray, from China, 
figured Hardwicke's Ill. Ind. ZooI.; and C. Caboti, Gould, also 
from some part of China, figured by Gould, Birds of Asia, pt. X, 

pl., 1. 
Near these Pheasants I would place that somewhat anomalous 

form, the Blood-pheasant, f~unded on a single known species. It 
has more the habit, perhaps, of a Jungle-fowl than of a Pheasant, 
but from its geographical relations with the Pheasants, only being 
found at high elevations on the Himalayas, I prefer considering it 
a peculiu form of Hill-pheasant, and it certainly has some 
affinities for the Pucras·pheasant:;. From its small size and 
.~ spurs, it 111&1 be considered 118 holding the Bame relation

Jbip to the Pheasants, as PO~'IJpectrC'l' does to Pea-iowl, or as 
Spm-fowl do to Jungle-fowl It may \le considet~ ., 80rt of 

r4.U u. 3 tJ 
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link between the Pheasants and. Partridges, but I cannot agrec with 

Gray in placing it among the Partridges. 

Gan ITIIAGINIS, Wagler. 

Cha7'.-Bill short, I:Itout; taill'ather short, of fourteen feathers; 

tarsus of the male with several spurs; feathers of the neck some· 
what elongated; head sub-crested Of rather small size. 

Tne pale grass-green color of the lower plumage of this remark· 

able bird, and the blood red stains arc quite unique. 

807. Ithaginis Cfuentus, HARDWICKE. 

Phasianus, aputl lIAltDWlCKB, Lin. Trans. XIII. 237-BLYTII, 

Cat 1455-1' Uardncli,ILuuwickc (the fcmale)-GouLD, Birds 

of A~ia, pt. Ill, pI 3-Suomung·))/UI, Lepch. Scmo, Bhot. 

TUB GltEEN Ih,oOD-PIIEASANT 

Desc1'.-"Male, with the fOl'~hcfld, 10re8, and cheeks, black; crown 
of the head buff; crc~t dull grcy, with ..I ::.tlCak of buiI' llown the 

centre of each feather; back of the ncck and upper surfaco 
generally dark grey, with a nanow .. tupe of buify white bounded 
on. either side wlth a stripe of black, down the centre (\f each 

feather, the stripes becoming largcl and more conspicuous as they 

proceed backward~, and with a tinge of green on those occupying 
the lower palt of the back unO. the' centre of the greater wing
coverts; tail grey, fading into greyish white at the tip, the shafts 
white. and 1he basal tJllee-fourth~ of the fcathers broadly margined 
with blood red; beneath, the lhl'oat if! blood red; the car-coverts 
L1ack, ~tl'il.l.tcd with buiI'y whIte, tho lo\ver part of the throat 
brownish black, with a stripe of gl'ee'J.ish buff down each feather; 
sides of the neck buff; breast, 51(108 of tho abdomen, and flanks 
very pale green, with light shafts, and the feathers of the breast 
with a blotch of deep bloou.-red near the centro of either margin, 
giving the part tho appcara.ncc of being stained with blood; middle 
of the abdomen, thighs and vent, dark brownish grey, striped 
with greenish white bounded by black; under tail-coverts deep 
blood-tet4 with a narrow line of pale yellow ending in a 
spatulate form at the tip, down the centre of each foathor. 
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Bill brownish black at the tip, red at tho base; orbits briCl'ht red' t> , 

irides brown; legs and feet coral red. Length 1 G to 17 inches; 

wing 8t; tail 6t j tarsus 2~, with three, four or five short 
spurs. 

The female has the forehead, checks nnd chin, bright rusty 

yellow; the upper parts fcrru~lIlon s hrown, mottled YOJ y finely 
with blackish; the first pl'im:ui(' 'l plain a ll! k brown; tho others 

and the tail dark orown, fl eel-led like the hack; lower p:u ts ~ome

what brightCl ferruginou:, brown than above; the under tail-covcrt8 
and vent mottled with brown. 

This beautiful bird has only hitherto been found in the South

east Himalayas, in Nepal ana Sikim, uudnppal'ently not common 

in the former country. It appears mOle alJllndnnt in Sikim, in 

the interior, for it is not found in lJriti"h S1k1l11, and probably 

extends into the Dootan II imaluyas. Tho following remarks are by 
Dr. Hooker, who h1\o. the opportunity of obRerving it in Sikim. 

"This, the boldest of the Alpine birds of its kIll(I, frequents tho 

mountain rauges of Eu~tol'll ~ eplll and Sibm, Itt all elevation 

varying from IO/OOO to 14,000 feet, au,l i~ very abundant in muny 

of the valleys among the f()l C" t~ of Pine, (.1 vies Webbinlta) aJl(l 
Juniper. It seldom or ever ClOW~, but emlt~ a weak cackling 

noise. When put np, it takes a very bhort Hight and then ruus to 

shelter. During winter It appears to burrow uUller or jn holes 
amongst the snow, for I have Rnaled It in January in regions 

thickly covered with snow at an altituue of 12,000 feet. I have 

seen the young in May. The prinCIpal food of the bird consi8ting 

of the tops of the Pine and Juniper in ~pnng, and the berries of 

the latter in autumn and winter, its flc~h has al \vays a very strong 

flavour, and is moreover uncummonl.! tough; it was, however, 

the only bird I obtained at those great elevations in tolera.ble 

ah~dance for food, :md that not very frequently. The Dhotcas 
.flay that it acquires an additional spur every year j • certain it is 

th&t they are more numerous than in any other bird, and that they 
are uot alike on both legs. I could not dlscover the caUBe of 

~ dilfetence, ~it.hcr could 1 learn if they were produced a.t 
d1ft'ereut times. I b('licYC that five on one leg, and four on the 

other. is the greatest nutllbyf I ha"Yc observed," 
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Near the Homed.pbellSanh and pethaps linking them to the 
true Pheasants, I would place the Pucras or Koklu Pheasants, 
and Bonaparte includes them both in his section Satyre~ of his 
Lophoplwrina. 

Gen. PUORASIA., Gtay. 

Syn. Euwphus, LCBSon-Lopllotetra:e, Cabanis. 
Char.-Bill ahort; head adorned with a doublo etost, a sincipital 

tuft on each side, and a central drooping crest; tarsi with a 
moderately la.rge spur: toe! nnd claws lengthened and slender: 
tail moderately lengthened, graduated, of sixteen feathers. Plu· 
mage throughout sromewhat laneeolate and cocl.::-Hke. 

This form may bo enid to be II. sort of link between tho Horned· 
pheasnnts n.nd the true Pheasants. It has the crest of I'hasul1lus, 
the hackled plumage of the Jungle-fowl, and in some points 
appears related ta the last genus Ithaginis. The best known 
species has been described under TI"U.g(Jpan by Temminck i and 
ODe writer states his belief that it lead! the way frOIll Pheasant'! to 
the Lopllop/lOri. It is confined to the Himalayas and adjacent 
highlands. Gould in his Bird! of Asia describes and figures three 
species. 

808. Pueraaia macrolopha, LESSON. 

Satyra, apud LEssoN-BLYTD, Cat. 1472-GOULD, Cent. Him. 
Birds, pl 69,70-GOULD, Birds of Asia, pt. VI. pI. 4-P. nipal· 
ensia., GOULD, 1. t. pI. 6 ?-I-IAR.DWIC~ m. Ind. Zoo1. pl. 40-
P. pucraaia. VlOons-Tragopan Duvaucehi, TElalldLNCK_Pku_ 

Pu/trat-Kokltu or Kok1~ in various hill dialects. 

TDl:: PmUlA,8 PnEAsANT. 

Dt,er.-Male, with the head glossy dark green, the crown being 
asby brown; medial crest, with the upP"r feathol'St aahy broyn; 
tho lateral feathers dark green fully 4. inches; on each side of the 
neck a large white oblong spot: body above light ashy, each 
feathe:t ..nth a long pointed !tre&k of black, and the wing~vert.l 
with aotne blackish blotchee; upper tail-coverts long,.light .. by; 
tail brownish chesnut, black at the up, and faintly edged with 
'fI'hltiah; beneath, the brout aad middle of the bel1y rich deep 
chesnut, uhy on the flanb; vent chesnut, the featbere wbite tipt. 
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Bill black i iridcs dark brown; legs and feet aahy. Length t4 
inches; extent 30; wing 10; to.i.l 12; tamus 2j. 

The female has the upper plumage palo yellow·brown, variously 

variegated and banded with dark brown, chesnut, and pale 
yellowish; chin and throat yellowish-white; lower plumage 

yellow-chesnut, with dark brown markings, poler down the middlo 
of the abdomen, and darker on the flanks. 

Length 20 inches; ex-ront 28. 
This very handsome Pheasant has only been found in the N. W. 

Himalayas, from the west of Nepal to beyond Simla. I t docs not 
occur in Sikim, nor in E~tem Nepal. Gould hILS figured another 
lupposed Bew species as P. nipalen'i.~, stating that it is smaller 
IUld more beautifully colored, the mantle, sides of the nec;-, nod 
feathers of the flank being conspicuously striated with black, 

chesnut nnd grey, whilst the same p:lrts :lre I'IOmbre in the other 
species. The figures of the two resemble each other so vory 
closely that r cannot help doubting: their being really distinct. It 
would appoar that nipaletlsu extends into the Booron Himalayas. 
but it has certainly not hitherto been sent from the intervening 
Sikim bills. 

For an account of the habits of the Pukrns, I again quote from 
Mountaineer. 

"This is another forest Pheasant common to the whole of tbt'! 
wooded regions, from n.n elevation of about 4,000 feet, tu nearly 
tho extreme limits of forest, but is most abundant in the lower 
and inrennediate ranges. In the lower regions its favorite haunts 
are in wooded ravines, but it is found on nearly 0.11 hill sides 
which are covered with trees or buiilies, from the summit of the 
ridgee to about half way down. Further, in the interior, it is found 
le"*,,ed in all parts, from near the foot of the hills, to the top or as 
ira all the forest reaches, seeming most partial to the deep sloping 
fare.t composed of Oak, Chcsnut, and Morenda Pine, with Box, Yew, 

8ltd other trees intermingled, and a thick underwood of RingalL 
U The Cocldass is of a rather retired and 80liwy dispoaiuOD. 

It is generrJl7 f~d IIiogly or in pain; and except the brood of 

Y9dI birds which keep pretty well colleeW:\d till Dear the ell.d ~f 
..n.ter. they teldom oongregato much tog~et. Where nWlletout, 
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Beveral arc of ton put up at no groat dist.D.nce from each other, as 
if they were mcmbers of one lot; but when more thinly scattered, 
it is seldom more than two old birds arc found together; and at 
whatever season, when one is found, its mato may almost to a 
certainty be foulLJ somewhere lIear This would lead onc to 

imagine that m::my pairs do not separate after the business of 
incubation is onr, bitt kecp pai.red for sC\'eral slIl'cessive years. 
In forests where thel e;8 httle gmss or underwood, they get up 
Il8 soon as nwtlre of the appro:lch of :lny olle ncar, or rnn quickly 
along- the ground to some dl~t:mre; but. where thCle i.~ much cover, 
they lie ,'ery close, amI ",lit not get up till forecll by dogs' or 
benters. When put np hy Jog-~, they (lftcn fly up into ~ tree close 
by, whieh they rarely do when Oushed by beaters or the sportsman 
himsclf, lliC'n (lying: a Ion,!;" wny nn(1 generally nhghtillg on the 
ground. Their flight is r:l.p ld in the ext! erne, rmd .uter a few 
whits, they sometUl1e~ !>h(lot down like lighl.lling They aometimcs 
utter a few low rlmcklcs bcfOle f!:dting llJ'!, and rise somctime~ 
with a low screcriung c1w.ttcr amI .'olUctinl<'s Silelltly. The males 
often crow at du.ybn.':Ik, and occasIOually at all hour.. In the 

remote forest of the interior, on the leport of a gun, aU which 
0.1'0 within ha.lf a mIle or so, will often crow after eaeh report. 
They also often crow after [\ clap of tllUmlcr or :my loud and 
sudd(ln noise; this peeuliauty scems to be confined to those in 
dark: shady wootlq in the interior, ns I never noticed it on the 
lower hill:!. 

liThe Cocklru!s feed~ principally on leaves lUlU buds; iL also eats 
roots, grubs, acorns, seeds and berric~, :Iond moss :Ioml flowers. It 
will not retl.llily ent grain; and is more difficult to rOar in conGllo· 
mont ibllll the JCW:ll' or Moonnll. It roosts in tree~ generally, 
but at tiffles on low bu~hes or OIl the ground. The female lays 
!cvcn eggs neatly resembling thosc of the MoonaIl in colour; 
they are hatched about the middle or cnd of May. She makes 
bar nCJ!t under the shelter of an overhnnging tuft of gra5S, or 
in a comer at the foot of a tree, and sometimes in the bollow of 
a decayed trunk." 

Pocwu. CASTANEA, Gould, figllJ'ed Birds of Asil1, pt. VI., pI. 
6, from ' the highlands aJj<Jining the N. W. termination of the 
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Himalayas, may perhaps occur within our limits in Cashmere, 
and the Punjab Himalayas, but has not, that I am aware of, been 

actually recorded from any spot in our province. 

The true Phoasants follow the Pukras group very closely. 

Gen. PUASIANUS, Linn;nus (as restricted.) 

CTtar.-Tail elongated, cuneate, of eighteen fcathers; checks 
naked, red; tarsi spurred in the males. 

The true long-tailed Pheasants (1.10 found over all Central Asia, 
one species only occurring as far Bouth as the Himalayan mountuins, 
and none founa in Burmah, 1101' in l\Iulay::,na. 

The type of the genm is the well known Plwsianlls colchicus, 
L, an inhJ.bitallt of 'Ye~tern Asia, now natnwlucd tlHoughout 
groat part of Europe 

The only IntliJ.l1 species difrers i30mewhat 111 type of wlomtlOn 
from the more typical members, au.l hag been BeparJ.ted as Catreus 
by Cab::mis, but I shallllot a.tlopt the chvislOn. 

80l). Phasianus Wallichii, IIARDWICKE. 

LophopholUS, apnd IIAllmvlCliU-BLYTll, l':J.t. 1473-GoULD, 
Cent. II. BirJs, pI. G8-P. St:.lcei, VIGOHs-Cltll', Clteor, Ban

c1ul, and IIe''I'zl, in v::tl'iom parts of the Ilimalayas-J(aTtil' in 
Nepal. 

THE CIIEER PHEASANT 

Doscr.-Male, head dark a~hy, cre~ted, with a few long hair
like feathers; neck hght atihy, gra.JUo.Uy becoming slightly barred 
with dusky black; shoulders and wing-coverts yellowish ash, with 
curving bars of black j and, in some birds, small shining golden 

spots are mingled with the black curves on the shoulder i primaries 
dusky, partially barred with pale yellow j back and rump light 
reddish chesnut, barred with _bluish-black; tail much gradu3ted, 
the two long middle tail-feathers broadly barred with pale speckled 
yellow and brownish olive, blotched and speckled with black; the 
others barred witb pale yellow black and dark chesnut; the throat 
&ad breast yellowllih-ashy, with a few curving bars of black; b~lIy 
dusky; thigh--coverts ·anJ vent yellowish ohesnut, marked with 
dusky. 
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Bill pale horny j nude Ol'bits bright red j irides yellowish hazel j 
lega and feet brown. Length up to 46 inches, of which the tail is 
18, but rarely so long i wing 10; extent 32. Weigbt 3:1 Ibs. 

The female has the head, neck, and throa.t with large dusky oval 
spota; the back is more minutely mottled, and the barring on the 
wings more prominent j the tail, which is much shorter, has the 
brown mottlings bolder and more distinct; the chin i.e plain j and 
the belly nod vent are plain yellowish ashy. Lengtb 32 inches; 
tail 16. 

Young males aIC said to assume their own plumage at once. 
This fine, though plain colored Pheasant is only found in the 

N. 'V. IIilllRlayas, extending into Nupal, where however not so 
common IU further W cst. " It is," says Mountaineer, " an inhabitant 
of the lower and intermediate range!, seli.lom found at vcry high 
elevations, iUld nover approaching the limits of forest. Though 
far from being rare, fewer perhaps arc met with than of any other 
kind, unless it is particularly sought for, always excepting the 
J ewar. The reason of this may be that the general character of the 
ground where they resort ill not 50 inviting in appearance to the 
spo~man D.8 other places; besides, they arc everywhere confined to 

particular localities, aud are not like.e rest sca.ttered indiscriminate
ly over almost every part of the regions they inhabit. Their haunt8. 
are on gtastly hills, with '" scattered forest of oak: and small patches 
of underwood, hills covered with the common pine. near the 
sites of deserted villngcs, old Cow shed3, and the long gr&89 amongst 
precipices. Bnd broken ground. They llre seldom found on hillI 
entirely destitute of trees or jungle, or in the opposite extreme 
of deep shady forest j in the lower ranges they keep near the tops 
of the hills or sbout tho middle, and arc seldom fOWld in tho 
vallie. or deep ravines. Further in the interior, they are generauy 
low down, often in the immediate vicinity of the villages; except 
in the breediDg Ruon, when each pair &eek a spot to pedorm the 
buaiDeu oi incubation, they congrogst.e in flocks of from five or ai:I: 
to ten or fifteen, and .eldom more than two or three lob inhabit the 
..me hi:ll. They waOO.Ol' about a good deal on the part:icu1ar hill 
the,. are locailMl, .but DOt beyond certain boundariel, rt'mainJng 
Uou. OlIO opoi for _era! da)'ll .r weeb, and th'" ahiftiogto 
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another, but never enth'ely abanuon the place, anJ year after year 

may to II. certainty be found in borne qunrter of it. During tho 

day, unless dark and clouuy, they keep conccalcc.l in the grass and 

bushes, coming out moming and evening to feell; when come 

upon suddenly while ont, they 1'U11 oj}' quickly in different rhrcctiollR, 
and conceal themselyes in the nellrest eovor, and seldom more than 

one or two get on the wing. They l'llll very fast, and if the ground 

is open and no cover neill', many will run two or three hundred 
yards in preference to getting up .t'\ ftt'r conccaling thrmselves, they 

lie very close amI arc flmhed within a few Y:l.lde. There is pcrhapR 
no bird of its ~i,.ze "hich is so difficult to find, aftet the flock have 
been disturbed, and they llav e eOllccaled themselves; when the 

grass is very long, even if marked ([OWIl, "ithollt a good uog it is 

often impossible, and with the ao~l~tancc of the Le&t dogs not one

half will be founu a second time. A per,on ma.y walk within 11 

yard of one amI it will not moye. 1 huve knocked them over 

with a stick, and even bken them wILh the halld . In autumn tlw . 
long rank grasR so prevalent abol1t lIluny of the pluces they resort 

to, enables them to hide almost anywh\!le; but this is burnt 

by the villagers at the end 01 wintCl, and they then seck refuge 

in low jungle and brushwood, a1l11 WIth a dog arc not so difficult 
to find. 

" Both males and females often crow at daybreak and dusk, and 
in cloudy weather sometime:; during the Jay. The crow is loud 

and singular, and when there is nothing to interrupt the sound, 

may be heard for at least a mile. It is something like the words, 
cldr a pir, cAir a pir, ohir Cllil', oftim·a, clunea, but a good deal 

varied; it is often begun before complete daylight, and in spring 

when the birds are llumerOU8, it invanably ushers in the day. 

In this respect it may rival the domestic Cock. When pairing 
and scattered about, the crow is often kept up for near half an 

holU, first from one quarter, then another, and now Qud then all 
seem to join in as a chorus. At other times it seldom lasts moro 

than five or ten minutes. 
61 The Cheer-pheasant feeds chiefly on roots, for which it dig! 

hoI.ea.in the groUIUl; gxubs. insectsJ seeds and berries, and, if nea1." 

~ti~ fields, several Jriods of grain fonn ~ portion; it doe. 
POI' ll. 3 X 
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not ileat grass or leaves like all the rest of our Pheasant8. It is 
easy to rear in confinement, and might, without difficulty, be na
turalized in England, if it would stand the long frosts and snows 
of severe winters, which I imagine is rather doubtful. The 
female makes her nest in the grass or amongst low bushes, 
and lays from nine to fourtee& eggs, of a dull white, and 
rather small for so large a bird. They are hatched about 
the end of Mayor beginning of June. Both male and female 
keep with the young brood, and seem very solicitous for their 
safety. 

"This bird flies rather heavily and seldom very far. Like most 
others. it generally utters a few loud screeches on getting up, and 
spread~ out the beautifully barred feathers of its long tail, both 
whcn flying and running. It docs not perch much on trees, but 
will occasionally fly up into onc close by, when put up by dogs. 
It roosts on the ground generally, and when congregated together, 
the whole flock huddle up in one spot. They will however at 
times roost i; trees or bushes." 

Other true Pheasants besides P. eolclticU8 are P. wr!1uatu8, or 
the rins-necked Pheasant of China, which differs from the common 
one by ha.ving a white ring roun~the neck, anu the back being 
green. It is figured by Gould, Birds of Asia, pt. VIII. pI. 1; and 
another species, P. UlongolicuI, has been lately described by Gould. 
P. verlicolor, Vieillot, (Diardi, Temm.) figured by G.ould, Birds 
of Asia, pt. IX. pI. 1, from J a.p an , has frequently interbred 
with $0 common and ringed Pheasants in Engl8.Ild. The 
gorgeous P. Reevelii. Gray (veneratus, Temm.) from China, and 
badly figured in Hard-wicke's 111. Ind. Zool., is placed under 
Syrtnc.ticw, of Wagler. P. Soemmeringii, Temm., from Japan, a 
fine species with cbppery red plumage, is placed by Reichenbach' 
&8 <hap1wphaBian'U8. 

The Golden Pheasants form a pretty distinct group, Thaul'll4kG, 
Wagler, ( CAr!l8olophuB, Gray). They have the head crestOO, and 
a son of ru1F or tippet round the back of the neck, and • very 
long taiL There are two apecies. one the well-known Golden 
Pheatan~ ~. picta, hom China, said to extend W<4¥t in 
. Central Asia., as far as Orenbourg ; and d~ed by Curier w be 



PBA.!IUlfIlfl!. 

the type of the P"ami~ of the aDcientJI. The other !pecie! is a 
moat lovely bird, Thaumalea AmTu-r"tia, Leadbeater, probably an 
inhabitant of the northern provinces of Chinn, or Mnntchouria. 
It is beautifully figured in Gray's Genera. of Birds. 

The Silver PheBSant, Genn0W3 nllcthemerus, figured by Gould, 
Birds of Asia, pt. XI., pI. 1, is the type of D.Dother form; and 
this is intimately connected with a group which leads from the 
PheasBJlt8 to the Firebaeka and Jungle-fowl, and may be placed 
with either. It is that of the Kallj Pheasants of the Himalayas, 
and, as it partakes both of the charll(!ter of the Pheo.sants and 
Jungle-fowl, so', in its geographical distribution, it ranges from 
the head quarters of the Phefl.<lants to the Burmese province, 
where Jungle-fowl take the pInee of the true Phc!lSaDts. 

The Silver PhCrullUlt of Burmnh, PhaJlianu8 lineatUl, Latham, 
figured in Belanger's YOY:J.ge, Birds, pI. 8, might be classod either 
with the true Silver Pheasant, or the Kalij group, but from geogra
phic reasons I prefer placing it With tho latter. It has been 
separated aB Grammatoptilus, Reichenbach. It occurs throughout 

the hilly regions of ilurmah. 

Gon. GALLOPllASIS,' IIodgson. 

Syn. EuplocomUB, Temmmck (in part). 
Clta,..-llell.d IDore or less crested; orbit! naked, red; plumage 

glossy black and white; the feathcrs of the neok an. breast 
hackled; to.il moderately long, of sixtoen fell.thers, divaricated, 
raised in the centre, sa in Junglc.fow~ and hcld demi·er-t. tl:!o 
feathers drooping and curving outwards. 

This group is composed of ILt lelLst three species, two being 
found in the Himalayasr and one in Assllm, Chittagong Bnd 
Arr~an. They are birds about the siz.e of a small fowl, and livo 
at VanOU! elevations, from 3,000 feet to 7,000 feet and upwards. 
Gray places them among the J Ullgle-fowl, but from their Himalayan 
diatributioo, and their not extenm.,g far South, I preCer plaeing 
them ....,th. the Pheasants, but leading direct!,. to the Firebacb and 
JUJ>f!I .. fowL 
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810. GaUophasis albocristatus. VIGORS. 

Phasianus, a.pud VIGORS-GOULD, Cent. Him Birds, pI. 66, 67 
_1'. Hamiltonii, GRAy-IIARDWICKE, Ill. Ind. Zool. 1 pI. 
41-BLYTH, Cat. 1470-Kulij-Mwrg't-kallj, and Kultera, H. nt 

Simla and the N. W. Himalayas. 

THIll WHITE-CRESTED KALI.J-PHEASANT. 

Descr.-Male, bead, neck, wings £lnd tail shining bluish black; 
a long crest of slender decomposed feathcr~, white; lower back 
and rump dull white, slightly barred wlth black, the feathers being 
black at the base, broadly tipped with white; throat and breast 
greYlsh white, the feathers Ianccolate; belly and vent dark grey. 

Bill dark horny; naked orbits bright red; irides brown; legs 
and feet dark horny. Length 26 inches; extent 32; wing 10 i 
tail 12 to 15. Weight about 3 lbs. 

The female is less than the male, of a light brown colour 

throughout, each feather being tipped with pale wlJity brown; the 
chin whitish; lateral tall-feathers dark. Th<.> young male is said 
to get his proper plumage the first year. 

'rhe white-crested Kalij is found in the North-~est Himalayas, 
as far as Nepal, where it meets WIth the next species, and 
hybrids between the two axe llot uncommon; and these have 
caused some confusion of spccie~, P. leucomelanos, of Latham 
being considered as one of these hyhrich, lind P. hamiltonii another. 

" Tho well known Kallee!!e" says Mountaineer" is most abun-. ,-
dant in the lower regIOns; it is common in the Dhoon at the 
foot of the hills, in all the lower yallies, lUld every where to an 
elevation of about 8,000 feet; from this it becomes more raro, 
though a few Ilte found still higher. It appears to be more unsus
picious of man than the rest of our Pheasants i it comes much nearer 
his habitations, and from being 80 often found near the villages and 
road-sides, is ~onsidered by all as the most common, though in their 
re..pective regions the Moonall is more numerous. In the lower 
regions, it ilt found in every description of forest from the foot to 
the swnmit of ~ the hills, but it is most partial to low coppice and 
jugle, l\lld wooded ravines or hollow8. In the interiori\ frequeuts 
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the !lcattored jungle at the borders of the dense forest, thickets near 

old deserted pat.chc!I of cultivation, old cowshods IUld the like, 

coppices ncar the Vllbges and roada, and in fact forest and jungle of 
every kind, except the distant and remoter woods in which it is S<ll

dom found. The presence of man, or some unee that hc h.., once 
been a dweller in the spot, scems as it Wcl'C, necessary to itS existellce . 

• r The Kallecgc is not very gregarious; three or four arc often 
found together, and ten or Jozen may sometimes be put out of 
ono IImall coppice, but they scem in Il grcat mcasure independent 

of cnch other, and much like our English Pheas:mts. When distUlh-

0\], if feeding or on the move, thcy generally run, o.nd do not 
often get up unless surpriscd suudcn1y and closely, or forced by 

dogs, and lie rather close in thick covcr. They arc never vcry soy. 
and where not unceasingly nUlloycrl by sportsmen or IDIiknree9, Bre 
as tame as nny sportsm~n could wi~h. I n walking up a ravine or 
hill side, if put up by dQ~s, a littlc Jist~nce ~bove, they Wlil of ton 

fiy into tho trees close Ilbove his hearl, Ilnd two or threo anow them

selves to be quietly knocked over in succession. When flusherl 

from any pJace where t.hey havc sholtered, whether on the ground 

or aloft, they fiy oft'to some distant cover, and alight on the ground 
in preference to the trees. Their call is a loud whistling chuckle 

or chirrup; it may occasioD:U.ly be heard from the midst of aome 

thicl:et or coppice at a.ny hour of the dllY, but is not of very fre
quent occurrence. It is generally uttered when the bird risc!>, and 

if it flies into a tree nCIl!, often continued Borne time. When flusherl 

by a eat or a small animal, this chuckhng is always loud and 

earnest. 
"The Kalleege is very pugnacious, and the males havc froquent 

battles. On ono occasion I had shot a male which lay fluttering 

on the ground'\n its death struggles, when another rushed out of 
thE:! jungle and attaolced it with tho greatest fury, though I was 
standing reloading the gun close by. The male often makes a 
singular drumming noise with it;; wings, Dot unlike the sound 

produced by making in the air a stiiI' piooe of cloth. It is'heard 

Oilly in the pairing lIe&1On, but whether to attract the attention of 
the femAles ot'in dcGancc of his fellows, I caDnot say, as 1 have 
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never seen the bird in the act, though often led to the spot where 

they were by the sound. 
It feeds on roote, grubs, insects, seeds, and benies, and the 

leaves a.nd shoots of shrubs. It is rather difficult to rear in con· 
finement when caught old; and the few chicks I have tried, have 
also /Joon died, though possibly from want of proper care and atten. 
tion. It is singular that of the Hill-pheasants the one most common 
near the habitations of man, should so ill brook the loss of liberty, 
while the Jewar, the most retired and solitary of all, is the most 
easily reconciled to it. The Kallecge lays from nine to fourteen 
eggs, much similar in size and colour to those of the domestic 
hen. They are hatched about the end of May." 

811. Gallophasis melanotus, R1. .. YTII. 

Euplocomus, apud BLYTIf, Cat. 1469-Karrtcl.:-plto, Lepch.
Kirrilc, Bhot.-Kalij of Europems at Darjeeling. 

THE SIKIM KALIJ PHEASANT. 

Dt'Cf'.-Male, the whole upper plumage, including the crest, 
glossy black; beneath-white; the feathers of the throat and breast 
long and lanccolate; abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts dull 
brownish black. 

Bill pale horny yellow; orbitar akin fine red; irides brown; 
legs horny; weight about 3 Ibs. Length 27 inches; wing 9f; taU 
13; tarsus 3. 

The female has the plumage brown, pale and whitish about the 
head and throat, the feathers of the back tipped with greyish, and 
those of the wing-coverts and beneath, broadly edged with white, • all the feathers faintly white-shafted. 

The Sikim black Pheasant differs conspicuously from that of 

Simla by the crest being black, and in having no white on the 
l'UDlp. In this last point, it differs also from another species, GGl1o
plkuU Htn'.plllii. It extends into Nepal for some distance till it 
meets the previous species. About Dazjeeling it is the ' mily 
Ph_ant at all oommon, and is not unfrequently put up on ~ 
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road side by dogs, when it at once takes refuge in trees. It is 
found from 3,000 to nearly 8,000 foet; lvo.lks o.n~ {'1Jn! with its 
tiUI acIni'ereet, o.nd frequents both forests and bushy and grassy 
ground, coming to the fields and more open spaces to feed in the 
morning and evening. 118 eggs are occasionally found by tho 
coolies when weeding the Tea..gardens in Juno and July, and arc 
usually, I am told, five to eight in number. Its eall sounds some· 
thing like koorchi-koorchi, at other times looorool-koorook. 

GaUopluuu Hor8foldii, figured by Gray in his Genera of Birds, 
and also by Wolf, is found in. ail the hilly regions of A.l!sam, 
Sylhet, Tipperab, and Chittagong, where called Mut/&ura. It. 
differs from the Darjeeling Knlij by having tho back and rump 
white, &c. I found it in the Khasia Hills, at between 3,000 and 
4,00(} feet of elevation. It grades into the Burmese O. iitleatUl, 
specimens from ArrakllIl, being apparently hybrid~ between the 

two species. 

Sub·fam. GALLIN.£. 

Head sometimes furnished with fic~hy crest and wattles, or 

crested, or sub-crested; tail usually of fourteen feathers, com
pressed, and marc or less divaricate, held demi-crect; the upper 
tail-coverts in the mp.le~ arc (typically) elongated and pendent. 

This division comprises, according to our views, the Jungle-fowls 
of India aud Malayana; die Fire-backs. and the black Phea
sants, peculiar to the Mll-layan region; and II. small gtoup from 
India and Ceylon, the so called Spur-fowl of Indian sportsmen. 
Although one species extends to the lower ranges of the Himalayu. 
it cannot. be called a Himalayan form, and thus this series of game 
biIdd differ remarkably in their geographic distributions from the 
1as~ only one form of which (and that one oscubnt with the 
present division) extends south of the Himalayan region. A 
very beautiful bird, Diardigailul prf la!.uI, Bonaparte, from Siam, 
may be considered the link. from the Kalij Pheasants to the Jungle
fawl, or rather to the Fire--ba.cb. It hall a. peacock-like crest, & 

rMber long glossy black tail, the upper plumage and breaet eilvery 
grey. and the rwnp p.ale golden yellow. It ill figured by Gould ill 
hia birds of Alia, pt. XII., pI. 4. Ne.i;t th.i6 ehould come the 
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Fire-backed Pheasants, MacartnegQ, with two species, PI&afttvuu 
tgnitul, and P. VieilJoti,. large birds with black plumage, the back 
fiery red. and the middle tail fcadlers white. The head i9 slightly 
crcated, and the orbit~ arc blue. Next Alectropluuis, Gray, founded 
on the Lophopl!(f1'ui CbVltrii of '1'cmminck, a very bC!l.Utiful bird j 

and Acomu8, four.ded on the Pharnmus frrytliroptlialmos, similar 
but smaller, and in which genus the feruale is occllsionally spurred. 
This and the last have rufou~ krils. Next these the Jungle-fowL 

Gen. GALLUS, Unn:CU8. 
C/IlIt'.-lIcad fumishcd with:J. crest or !>kio.; the face nude. 

IUld also !l loo~c lappet or wattle, tnrslI!:. of the male strongly 

~purrcd ; th\l SJilil Ivllg illlJ blirbtly CUTycd; t:lll, of fourteen feathers, 

comprcsscu, divarieatcd, with the median leathers lcnglhened, 

curved and IJ.rooping, held semi-erecl, the backs of the feathers 

f~cing each othel; thc UppCI t.:J.il- eoverts lenglhened and curved; 
feathers of the lIeck hack led, hI.necola!!! 

This gcnu5.colnpri~cs dlC! Boeallcu Jungle-fowl, the origin of all 
our vaneti!'!s of Fowl, and hs genem! cllaractcrs arc familiar to all. 
Sevcral species arc known oceUlriug from lndin as far ,as TiDlor 

at all events. IndIa poS.:IeS5CS two, and Ceylon anothcr species. 

812. GaHus ferruginous, GMBLIN. 

Tetrllo, ClpUU GllELIN-figured by LATHAM as the Hackled 
I'o.rtridge-liLYTU, Colt. 1462-0. uanklVa, TE?>rmNcK (in part) 
-1I .... ilDWJCKE Ill. J. Z. 1 pI 43 f. 3 the hen,-J£nDo~, Cat. 267 
-Ban TII'll1'!Jlt, or J an!Jli'Tllu,9", Il.-Bunkokra of the Sontals 
and in Centl'al India-Gera 9O[Jor of the Gonds (the male), 
Kur. (tilo hen)-Nat&u·pia, Bhot.-PI1.;:oi-tBhi, Lepch. 

TnJi: RED JUNGLE-FOWL. 

DtICt'.-MaJe, colors as in the typieal Barn-door fow~ mz., rich 
golden hackles on the head, neck, tltroat and breast., paler on the 
.side!! of the neek and pOBtcriorly; ear-coverts white; back purpiilb 

brown in tho middle, rich orange brown on the aide,; upper tail-
00\'eIta lengthened, al&o bright orange; wings with the les&er lAd 
gftlatet-ooverts black, glo!eed 'With green; medi&n-ooverla _ 
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dull maronne; primanes dusky with pale cdges, secondaries 
chesnut externally, dusky within; tertiaries glossy black: tail 

with the central feathers rich glossy green-black, the gloss dimin

ishing on the lateral feathers; beneath, from the breast, unglossed 
black; thigh-coverts the same. 

Bill slaty brown; indes orJ,ugc red; face, comb, and wattles 

red; legs slaty black. Length about 26 inches; wing 9; tail 
15; tarsus 2f, Weight about 2t lbs 

The Jungle-hen has the genelal colour yellowibh brown, minute

ly mottled with dark brown; and sume of the feathers, especially 

of the upper back and wmg coverts havmg con~plcuou~ly pale 
shafts; the head dusky above, pas-jng in,o ~holt hackles of' dark 

brown, edged with bright yellow on the neck and ~idcs of the 
breast; quills aud tail dark brown; tht! central rectnces edged 

with mottled brown j car-covert~ yellowish j u lint! down the 

throat deep bright red-brown endm~ in a pOUlt below, and passing 
up in [l. llDe behind the cars to join '.l. ~mall superclhum or the same 

hue; breast pale rufou~ brown, with central pale streaks, lightcr 
on the lDiddle of tIle belly and bN:ommg dull brown on the tlanks, 
vent, thigh-coverts, and under tail-coverts. t:ihc wants the comb 

and wattles, and has only a small nude l'CU space. Length 1601 
17 inches; ta.il 7. 

The well known Jungle-fowl is found from the HImalayas 
sOllthwards, on the we~t of lndia, as far at all events, as the range 

of Vindhian hills; and as J have been informed by Mr. W. 
Blanford since the abovo remarks were penned, also south of 

the Nerbudda on the RaJ-peepla hills. Gol Sykes' varIety found 
in the Western Ghats With much red in its plumage must be this 
species, but it is to be wished he had note<l the particular locality. 
On the east, it occurs through Central Indla and the Northern Clrcars 

to near the north Bank of the Godavery. I have heard of its having 

been killed' even south of this, at Cummum, but I cannot speak 

positively on this head. I have not seen it myself further south 
tlwl the baUD of the Indl'awutty, not far from its junction with 

tlle ' Godsvery, and there both this species and the next were 
IJeMod ~wing '& few yards from each other. I shot one bird, an 

uo4Gabted-hybrid betweeD the two races. 
PlUT. II. 3y 
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In Central India, this.T ungle-fowl is rare, especially towards \he 
Western portion, at Jubbulpore. Saugor, Mhow, &c., but it is very 
abundant to the East, and particularly so in the N otthem Circan. 
It is not uncommon, too, in the Rajmahal hills, extending to the 
south bank of the GQIlges. TowlU'ds the North-west it occurs in 
the range of hills South of Cashmere, and to the West of J ummoo, 
wt is rare there, though common in the lower ranges near Simla, 
and thence along the Himalayas to Assam, Sylhet, ChlttagO~ 
and Burmah. Malayan spccimen& arc decidedly darker in tint, 
and have the car-coverts rurous, and perhaps may be considered 
to be a distillct rllec or species, which, in that case, would bear 
Temminck's name, Bankit'a. Thi& race appears to extend over 
many 01 the Malayan i!lland~, as far a.s Timor, at all events; and 

Mr. Blyth drew my a.ttention to the statement of Jungle-fowl 
occurring in the Bonin islands Certain pa,le-colored birds from 
the lower Himalayan ro.nges were noticed in the Ann. and Mag. 
Nat. Hist .• Vol. XX., p. 389 

The Jungle-fowl is very partial to Bamboo jungle, but is foand 
all well in lofty forest!! and in dense thickets. When cultivated 
land is ncar their haunts, they may, during the harvet!t season 
and after the grnin is cut, be Bcon morning and evening in the 
fields, often in strl\ggling parties of ten to twenty. Their crow 
which they give utterance to morning and evening, all the year 
round, but especially at the pairing s~ason, is quite like that of a 
Bantam cock. but ahorter, and nevt'r prolonged as in our domestic 
cock.. The hen breeds from January to July, according \0 the 
locality, laying eight to twelve eggs, of a creamy white oolor. 
often under .. bamboo clump, or in lOme denlle thicket, ocouiomlly 
IIcttping a few leaves or driedgrasll together to form a neai. Sooner 
or l.ter aftet' the breeding season is over, the neok hacklee of t.bfi 
male sometimes fall oE, and ate replaced by shan blackiah grey 
fe&the ... 

Where detached clumps of Jungle or small hilla ooeur ia • 
jqly diJtriet "bere these Fowl abound, very pI6~ ahooQng aD 
be had by driving them by meaD! of dogt ud beaten. an~" 
vamIing through a foreat. country, many will alwaY' be fOUlld Mat 

<Io • ....u, to ,",lob they .- to pick up gr'" r ...... ~ 
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of eattle, &c,; dogs will oCten put them up when they at once fly 
on to the Dearest trees. Young birds, if' k.ept for a few day., are 
very excellent eating, haying a considerable ,game fla.vour, 

813. Gallus Sonneratii, TEMMINCK. 

PL Col 232 and 233-Phas. gallus, npud SO~"NERAT-Phindi
CUll, LEAOlI-BLYTH, Cat. 1464-SYKE~, Cat, 148-JERDON, 
Cit. 266-Ja'19li muruh, H.-Adavi lwdi, Tet-Katu J.:oli, To,m, 

THE GREY JmmLE-FOWL. 

Ducr.-Whole head and neck, with the hllCklos, blackish grcy. 
with yellow spots, each feather being blackish, with the shaft 
white and two spots, the terminal one of somewhat sqtlarC 
form. as if It. drop of yellow scaling wax; the other whitish, passing 

on tho wing-coverts into oblong spo~ of glistening wood-brown; 
ear-coverts pale rufous; the rest of the plumage above and below, 
blackish grey, the featllCrs white sho.fwu, !lnu those on the flanh 
broadly e<:ntercd :lnd tipped with wood· brown ; outermost prima
ri~s dusky, witll the shaft and na.rrow edge pale i the others black, 
faintly glossed; upper tail-coverts glossy purple j t1l0 contral tail 
feathers glossy gr~n, tho gloss diminishing on the lateral feathers ; 
vent dirty brownish j under tuil-coverts glossy black, with white 
.hafts. 

Bill yellowish horny j comb, face, and wattles red; irides 
orange brown; legs and feet horny yellowish. Length 24 mchCII 
and upwards in tina specimens; wing 9f to 10; tail 15 to 16; 
tanul at; weight 2, Ib8. 

The Hen is mottled brown above, with palo ahafts on the wing
covertl; beneath blacku.h brown, the feathers broadly centered 
wilh pure white, pa8lling into plain dull brown on the flanks, thigh
coverts, vent, and under tail-coverts, head and neck rufous brown, 
paler on Ute chin and throa.t and somewhat yellowish; primarie. 
dark brotnl, the eecondws mottled brown; t&iI blackish broWD, 
~Ied with mottled brown. Length about 17 inches. 

Tbit IwuiaoIlKl Jungle-fowl is Cowd in Southern India only, 
~XteadiIag .. the etA ~t ~ a lUtle north of the GotJavcry, in 
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Cenu'allndia to the Pachmarri or Mabadeo bills, north of Nagpore, 

Ilnd on the west coast to the Rajpeepla hills, where it meets the 
Red Jungle-fowl. Its occurrence on the Pachms.ni hills is most 

probably its eastern extensIOn from the 1Vestern OM.ts and the 

Rajpeepla hills, aud it will probably be found an along the 

Sathpoora range. f do not know of its occurrence east of the 
Mahadeo hil18, tul the neighbourhood of the lower pan of the 

Godavery is reached. It is very abundant on the Malabar Coast, 
especinlly in the more elevo.tcd districts, as ill the Wynaad, and it 
ascend,; to the summit of the Neilghcrries j it is MSO common 
in suitable locAlities on tile Ea.\ltcrn Ghats, nnd. in the various 

isul ... I..cJ ranges of lulls in the ~onth of India. It is not mro ill 
the Naggery hills ncar l\h.drn~, Ilnd is constantly brought for sale 

to the Madras m:uket. 
Like the last, it. is particularly partial to bamboo jungles 

Early in the mom inA', thronghcut the Mu.labat Const, the'Vynaad, 
&0., .Tungle·fowl may always be fonnd feedmg on tile roads, and, 

• with dogs, you are reltain of getting f>Cveral shnts on the road 
side, the birds perching at once on being put up by dogs. In 
some districts whore they can be beaten out of the woods, and 

cspecio.Uy on the Nmigherries, very pretty shooting is to he had 
Ilt this Jungle·cock, tll(! sharply uefined woods, or I sholll.S' as they 
are called, being well adapted to being beaten for game. The 
lIen lays from February to May, generally having from seven to 
ten eggs, of a pinky cream colour, under a bamboo clump. The 
cull of the Cock is vcry peculiar, bemg a broken and imperfect 
kind of crow, qui\e unlike that of the Red Jungle-cock, and impel

liible to desclibe. When taken from the jungle! they are more wild 
.and not so eo.sily domesticated as tho Red Jungle.fowl; but they 
hQve broo in connnement with Hens of the common bread. I 

ha"e already noticed the occmrence, in a wild state, of hybrids 
between this and the Red Jungle-fowl. 

Ceylon. possesses a separate species of Jungle-fowl, Gallus 
SUmkyi, Gray, (G. Lajayetn, Lesson i lifUJatu.t, Blyth), something 
like Bnkiva, but red beneath; and Java hu another very diltinot 
apeoiGB, GaUtu flJf'eQ.tur. Temminck. Several other :raoee ce 

Gotad, bat lOme of them are doubtful 8pe~es. G. ~,Temm .• 
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being ennsidcm~l II. hybrid between lu~atlU and (,amitli7. Gray 

has lately fi~ured a fine Cock from llatavia, G. Temmind.i,. 

Lastly we come to what may be considered a d\tarfcd or dcgradoJ 
race of J ungle·fowl, peculiar to the Continent of India and Ceylon, 
tbe so caUed Spur-fowl of sportsmt'n in the South, the double_ 
spurred Partridge of some. Th{'5(l birds, which are only of th{' 
size of Partridges, have no comb nor wattlcs. but they havo nude 
orbi~ qUite the port of ·Jungle.fo,vl, and the se:o.es dine r nelLriy 

as much, in \\ hich point they do not ugree with the PIl.rtridgl' 

group. They moreover, frequent woods and dense .;:o\'cr, never 
coming into the Open 

Gen. GALLOl'ERDIX. myth. 

Cllar.-BiU somewhat lcngth('ned ; orbIts nude; tat! moderately 
long, broad. of 14. fcathels, helJ erect llfld folded as in fowls i 
tnrsus of the male wilh two or mure spurs; females also with one 

or more spurs. or small size. S~:tC!l differ much in colour. 
Only threc sp<!cics arc known at present 

814. GaJloperdix spadiceus, GMEtlN. 

T etroo, :lpud GlI £LlN-BLYTH. Cat. 1458-I1ARDWICKJ:,111. 

rnd 7.001 1 pl. 42 C. 2-GOUJ,D, Birds of Asia, pt Vr. pI. 3-, 
SYKES, Colt l GO-Jf.RDOS, Cat. 274-Polyplectron northi lC, GaAY, 

HAlmwICKE, Ill. 1. Z. I. pI. 43, f. 1 (the female)-C//II'la jtll'91i 

1IIUr.9'1, n.- YeJ'Ta T.;qdi, and Jiita l:odi, T cl-SaNUti /.:oli, Tarn. 
Ko1.xttri. Mahr. 

TUE RED ~run-FOWL. 

Ducr.-Male, heoo and napo dusky olivc·brown; the forehead 
and round the eye palo whity bl own, somewhat buff in 80me 

individuals i chin, throat, and ,ide~ of neck pBlo brown; the rc!t 
or &he body both above and below, rich brown·chesnut or bay i 

eJCh feather pale edged i primlU'ie! brown; the secondaries and 
wtiariel more ' or leu minutely mottled; tail with the contral 

feathers chesnut, the "tben dlUk·brown, more or reu mottled, this 
Mppoaring with age; lower abdomen, vent, and under tail· 

00YeI'tI, olivaeeoUi. 
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Bill dusky-horny; orbft~ red; irides orange brown: leg. IIl4 
feet nnnillion red. Length 14 to 14i inches; wing Gl; tall 5 ; 
tarauB 2; weight 12 to 13 oz. 

The (emale has t.he crO'\VD dUliky blackish, the neck olive 
brown, and the rest of the upper plumage pale ru(oua-brow., 
each feather with hvo or three blackish bands, and minutely 
.peckled, aod the tip pale; the rump and upper tail~covert' are 
minutely freckled; the tail mostly blackish, wi,b mottled rufous 
bt.n, tending to become obsolete; primaries, their coverts, and 
the winglet, spotless dusky bro't'{D; throat albeEcent i neck olive 
brown, the feathers bccomio,:t rufous in the centre, and tipped 
with black; breast and flanks bright ferruginous, with narrow 
black: tipa ; belly duaky brown; under tail-coverts freckled rufous 
browll. 

Length 13 inches; tail 4:. 
The male bird hR5 uBuaJly two spurs on each tarsw, sometimes 

three on one, and occasionally two ou one leg and one on another, 
often long and ~hnrp. The hen bird has usually onc on each 
leg, lometimes absent on one Jeg; and occasionally two on one 
leg and OIlC on the other 

The Red Spur·fo,,·l is fOllnd throughout the South and many 
parts of CentraI India, extending into the Rajmahal and Kurruk· 
pore hill ranges south of the GlUlg6~, but rare there. I have 
8eft1 it most abundant in tho Malabar jungleB, from near tho level 
of the Sea r.o the Neilgherriea, up to nearly 7,000 feet of eleu. 
uon, but more common lower down; in the Northern Cireal'!; in 
the euttorn parts of Central India; in the high land between 
Nagpore and the Nerbudda, and aho in the Vindhian range. A. 
both mtLIe and female are figured in Hardwicke's IliuBtratlOlll, 
il. rna)' occur in BOrne parts of the North·western Pro?iooes, 
but I have not seen it recorded higher than Bundelkund. b 
the lCII wooded rangea of the Eastern Gbits, it is rue, being 
there replaced by the next bird. This species i, Hakd in 
801110 worb to inhabit MadaglBC8.I as well &II India, bui dliI is 
exoeediAgly doubtful If it really baa been received at froib. 
~, I would acoept Mr. Blyth's conjec'ure thlt1t.tIJH1 
F1TIfIIenlu.-. IinJ!nN (also stated to have been reoeind. ,... 



that. Island) have been introduced into. the Mauritius, and aent 
thence along with various Madagascar birda. It is more probable, 
however, that some other species has been mistaken for it, 
prouably TeJrtUJ fflaeWgalCQ,u1lli!, which, indeed, Gray places next 
Galloptf'diz in his genusl'IEc!rop/I(Jru8 ; but which most plobably 
belongs to the African Francolin& father than to the Gallilla:. 

The ned Spur-fowl chiefly decta foresi.f., or dense thickct~ of 
bamboos, and is difficult to obtain without dogs, as it runs beforo 
the sportsmen or beaters j and, in driving some of the large forcs15 
(01 Deer, these Spur-fowl as well as Jungle-rowl and Pea-fowl often 
run pa!t the concealed gunner. On thl' Neilgh~rrie~ good shah 
can be had in beating the woods there, and two or three Spur-fowl 
generally fonn part of a miscellaneous bag on thoBe hiliB. Dogs 
cause it to perch on trees at once, and it always roosts all trt'ClJ 

at night. It feeds on varioue kinds of grain, and very tnueh on 
iosee!.!!, eepecially on val·ious kind of bugs, larval of Bmall blattre, 
&c., i~ comes less to the open to feed than ,Jungle·fowl, and! 
hllve never flusbed it in fidds. It tuns with its'tail raised, and 
is ahf8.Ys considered 8. sort or Jungle·fowl by the natives. The 

call it! a sort of crowing cry which the Mahrattas have a.ttempted 
to imitate in their name., and the eaU note of the hen is quite 
fowl·like. It is stated to breed in dense thieket~ in Maroh and 
A pril. The fi~h, though rather dry, is of high flavour, and if, 
liB on the Neilgherries, it can be kept a few days, i, really 
excellent. 

815. Galloperdix lunulosns, VAL .. e. 
Pcrdix, spud V A..LENCIENNE8-BLYTlI, Cat. 1451-Francolinull 

nivDSuII, DELE88&P.T Voy. aux. Indea pI. 10-1' Ilardwickii, GRAY, 
HABDWICKE, Ill. Ind. Zool., 1, pI. 52-JERDON, Ill. Ind. Oro. IlL 
.. , (the (emtJe.)-J'ttta kodi. Tel. 

THB P A..INTED SPUR-POWL. 

Dftcr.--lIa1e, bead, face, and nec!.:: variegatd blac!.:: and wbite • 
• Hatbere beirag bt.ck with white !!trew IIlld triangular apo~ 
.. bud moAly bla:ck; the upper plumage and wings rich cbemut, 

~;~bito ~ on the baek, sidc~ of neck, ahouidcra, and wing. 
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coverts; primariea earthy brown; tail dark aepia. brown, glossed 

with greeD in old birdB; beneath, the throat and neck are varie
g-atcd black and white, changing on the breast to ochreous butr, 
with small triangular black marks, which disappear on the a.bdomen; 
the Hank" thigh-coverts, and under tail-coverts dull chesnut. 

niH blackish; orbits rcd j irides red brown i legs horny brown. 
Length 13 inche~; wing (j; tall 5 ; tarsus Ii· 

The female has the top of the head dusky, with the forehead, 
over the eye, and the nape tinged ,vitli chesnut; a pale ruff 

and m{)ustllchiai line; the rest of the plumo.ge dull olive brown, 
changing to ochreous-olive on the breast anu abdomen. 

Ll.'llgth l:!~ inches. 
The mAl~ hal! generally two spurs on caeh leg, occasionally three, 

and tbe hen bird has almost alway ... one, frecluently two. Young 
malCl! have the general pluma.ge of females, with thtJ tertia.rics 
II;nJ tall chesnut brown, WIth black band:! i a.nd young female!; 

hu:ve blackish lunulations 011 part of thcir plumage. 
The l\unted Spur-fowl l ~ not found on the Malabar Coast nor 

on the Neilgherric:!, but IS common In several of the isolated 

hill JO.nges of Southern India, and all along the Ea!!tern Ghii.t9 
which ara moru ~co.lltlly clad With forest than those on the Malabar 
Coast; also in rocky hills about IIyderabll.d in the Deccan, and 
thence sparingly through Ceutral Indi:1, 1l.Ud the Saugor and 
Nerbudda territories to the Monghyr Ilnd l\hrzaporl" hills, and 

perhaps still f\trther West, the male birr! being figured in Hard
wicke'a llluStlatlOM as from Cliownpor~. A wnter 10 the Bengal 
Sport:'19 lietJiew states that he has seen them in the Co.ttaek junglea; 
but in (ioomsoor, u.littlc fUlther south, I saw only the Ued Spur
fowl. The su.me writer states them to be frequently soen on the 
hilly parts of the Grand Trunk Road. Either this or the lut 
apecies i8 called the' Nerbudda Chukor' in sorde pages of the 
same periodical. 

Thia btmdsome Spur-fowl is especially partial to rocky jungles 
aDd tangled coverts, and is • very difficult bird to flush, taking 
• abort and rapid fl.igh~ and diving down into some impenelDble 
thiokeL I have otten seen it rutwing rapidly across rook.! .boo. the 
juagl .. were being beaten for large ga.mc. From. the .dilIiouky 
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of procuring this bird, it is not ,vell known to sportsmen in general, 
even in districts where it is not rare; and its qualities for 
the table are inferior to those of the l~st species, having less 
flavour and being more dry. Numbers are snared in the hills 
not far from Madras, and they are generally procurable in the 

Madras market I have kept them in confinement for long. 
They thrive pretty well, but the males arc very pugnacious. The 
males have a fine cackling sort of call, very fowl-like. This Spur

fowl has been introrluced into the Zoological Garden~ of London, 
and appears to be thriving well. A figure of it appeared in 
Wolf's Zoological sketches of Animals and Birds living in those 
gardens. 

The only other known species of Spur-fowl, GalloperdLr zC!Jlon
ensi3, is somewhat allied to the last specieH, but differs conspi
cuously by the lower parts bctng mottled black and white, some
what as in the Painted Partudge. It i~ figured by Gould in Birds 
of Asia, pt. VI p1. 2. 

Blyth considers l-tilopacltus, an Africa.n genus, to approximate 

Galloperdix, but on geographic consiueul.tiollS I prefer keeping it 
among the Francolins and Pa.rtridges as Gray has done. The 
Turkeys are sometimes placed a~ a diVIsion of the PhasianidC1!, 
but I think on grounds both of structure, habit, and geographic 

distribution, that they ought to be kept distinct. Bonaparte, indeed, 
places them, and the somewhat less isolated Gumea fowls of Africa, 
as famihes in one Cohort, Craces, WIth the Cracidre; and Gray 
places both Turkeys and Guinea-fowl in his sub-fam Meleagrinm 
of ~ PltasialtidOJ. Though I can hardly agree with Bonaparte 
in u80ciating them with the Curassows from which they differ in 
so many structural details, yet I agree with him that geographic 
distribution m~ be considered in allotting a place in the natural 
system to any group. 

The .r~f.ekagndm or Turkeys, arc birds of large size, with the 
head and 'neck naked; a fleshy caruncle hangs from the cere., ' 
partially eteotile, and the throat is furnished with a pendulous 
~ed wattle capable of expansion and turgescence, when 
t)1. bUd is e:xeitt-d either by anger or desire; the ~il bas eighteet1 
i..d lea.thera, which the male r&iaes erect and .pre.ids, pWling bUt 

l"AaT U. 3 z 
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_ ~e and gobbling. The taU'll um:oed wUh a blunt. .pur, 

lAd the bill is rather Bhort and HouL Three IpeeieB arc now kno\\'n. 
JldMO';' .ylultru, of N. America; At. oeeUaia. of. Honduras; 

ad M. mezicaM, Gou!d. undoubtedly the origin of the domestic 
Turkey. They frequent woods. as~oci&ting in large flockL 

1;' am. TETIlAONID£-GrouBe and Partridges. 

Syn. Cohort Perdicea, Bonap. 
Bill genf'rally lbort, atout, and thick; nostrill, in tnany, plumed 

at the haee; wings rounded i.a most., pointed in a. Cew, longer 

than in the PhaaianiM; tail short or moderate. even or very 
slightly rounded, forked Rnd lengthened in a few; tanul rather 

"lion and 8lout; face leathered entirely. or with a small patch 
of nude sicin over or round the eye. Plumage of the sexes in 
general differing but ,'cry slightly, IKImctimes not at all. 

The Grouse, Partridges. nnd llunils, whillh compoBe th~ family, 
dift'er markcJly in several points from the Pheasant8 and Jungle· 
fowl .. albeit some of them. have marc or less resemblance to tlle 
birds of that group. The Black·cock with his forked tul and 

black plumage recalls t.he coloriLlg of Galloph4au aud A comlll.; 

..ad the Capercailzie has the perching habits of the Pheua.nt&. 

But. there i. something in the physiognomy of most of thls family 
which pointe them out, even to the common observer. ~ a distinct 
JtOIap. Their form i ~ hl'avy. st.out, and massive; the neck IIhorler; 
the bill stout and short; the tail ill shorWI, and seldom r.ued; 

there js very 5light, of1cn no difference between the I\(lxes; and 
111, plumage of most hu that peculiar character diltingui.shed .. 
pule plumage, rather a vague term. certainly, and more evide"~ 
to the eye t.han describablo in words. 

TAe.r bue, moreover, a totally different geogr.pbical disbibu
lion, being found over all tho world, whilst til. ~UIa ale 

~ DNllyllo the South-nst. of Aai.a. Bonapane placet them 
.. _ Oobort PmlAaa; but m relaiOD with tae ~ _d 

21. i"lI, to aeither of whieh they &1" very cloeel.r ..... 
tIoeJ, - • . ~ nle, 08',0& "p"" S- 1aoW!,....... fioWa, ..a low • 'I ,1 j., ia ~ 10 .hl'! n.e.
...... .- 0I"'Y' ptOfv 1_ .. Ibiok...-, tad 
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te'Vend woeiate ia partiol called cooty" or bt""" wad ia. 
stiU 1l11'gcr bodie. or fiockl in winter. The flesh of aU is good 

and high flavored. more so perhaps than thllt of the Phc&M.Dts, 

hut varying of course acoording to the group, or even the 
IlpGcica. 

Tho 7elNonida may be divided into Grouse, Partridge!!, American 
Partridges, Quails IUld Guinea-fowl, and, u in the last family, I 
,ball consider these as 8ub·familicR. Of these, the Grouse are 

peculiar to the Northern portions of both Continents. Partridges 
are found in Europe, Asia and Africa, disappearing in tho MiUayan 

Archipelago. cxoept to its extreme WC! t; the American Pa.rtridges 
arc confined to the New World; and Quails have the same wstn· 
budoD as the true Pathidgea, but, conversely to that group, hlLvc 

a tendency to accumulate in the South-eastern portion of the 
MalnyaD Archipelago and Australia., where, with TttNlix of the 

Tinamida!, they are the only typical Ga.llinaeeous birds. The 

Guinea·fowlof course are confined to Africa. 
The IIub·fam. TETRAONINN., or true Grouse, are not represented 

in India, beiog peculiar to the Northern. portioo of both ContinentI. 

They are mostly birds of large or moderato size, and of ~trong 
fiight. with the tarsus and toes more or leiS feathered; they 
froquent hoathery moors, or upland and rully pastures. Some, 

tho G.rouse, are polygamous; others, as the Ptarmigan, 110 similar 

otherwiso to Grouse, arc monogamous. The plumage is in 
general dark, and of vcry ~Qme character, and the flesh is the 
most higllty flavoured of any of the Gallinacea:. The best known 
are the Scotti9h Grouse, T etNo ICotickl ; the Blaek.ooeIc:, Lynmu 
utrir; t·be noble Capercailzie, U""9"UUI tJklgari.; and the mountain· 
loving Ptarmigan, lJagoPU$ mutUl. Several other llpec:i. of Grou.e 
ocenr on the C.ntine!lt or Europe axr.d Northern Aaia, and one 

~ of Ptarmigan occurs in the Caucuul, but at yet no .peae. 
of Orounz ar Platnligan hall bee. obterv~ on ~e Himalayu CIt 

Mjaeeru territories. The R",&'ed Grouse of Europe, lHnIIIa 

&irtzdiM, SoopOl4 deaoe.ldll to a lowM' latitacle than uy of tile 
etwe Gn:meej Uld Hr. myth mt~ th.t lie hu rooo&lliled a .... 
~ 0/ .~ _p ._ ..... Chioe .. .u..;"g.. )I.., 
&ro. • .To fouD.d ill Nonb America,..., «roup,.w ~ 



BIllDl OF 1lIIDt.A.. 

or Pin~tailed Pheuants, as thoy are there called, being peculiar &0 

that. region. 

Sub-fam. PEBDICTN.£. 

Tal'!Jus not fenthered; orbits generally plumed, or wanting the 
Dude eyebrow of the Grouse; ureus often spurred. 

This sub-family compriscs a.n ext~nsive group of birds of mode

nte or small size, found over the greater part of the Old Continent, 

frequenting fields, pnstures, teeds, moors, and rocky hill sides, very 

rarely preferring forests or jungles. They arc distinguished rrom 

Grouse by having the tarsus nude nnd generally 8cutate. Tho 
beak is generally short and tolerably compre~s('d, the mnrgin entire, 

and th~ nostrils protected by a hanI beale. They lay numerous 
eggs, and feed on grain, berries, in~ects, and small molluscs. 

There lU"e several di~tinct types of form among them, differing 

in the spurring of the tarsus, longer or shorter bill, coloration, 
Dud habits j and they arc found throughout the Old World, not 

extending to the eastern portion of I\lallloyana, nOl to Australia. 
The Partridge9 occurring in India may Le divided into Snow

cocks and Snow-partridges, peculiar to the highlands of Central 
Allin and the Himalayas; Partridges, (in ordinary pnrlance) eom

prising the Fl'ancolins, Chukors, Grey-pnrtridges, Wood-partridges 
and Bush-quails. Besides, there arc thc true Partridges, represented 
by the common Grey~partridge of Europe, with one speciell from 
Thlbet j and the grent gloUp of African Partridges. 

lBt.-SNOW-COCKS AND SNOW~PAIlTRIDGES. 

These comprise two genera of mountain Partridges peouliAr to 

the higher regions of Central Asia, which combine the uaked. 
tani of Partridges with the habits and .pect of Grotae IUld 

Ptarmigan. and may thus be said to fonn a link, both IItnlctunJJy 
and geographically between the two groups. Both OCC\ll' wUhia 
QQr limi.t& Bonaparte places them. in biB section 7'fttro&..gtaU. 
of hiB .I'mliriRe, but badly ullOciatell with them ()~. 
FraACOMwI, aud the Grey-partridge! of lndia, and a.IIo JDOIt ef 

the Africm Partridp, aoJne of which, from tbeir aile, .... , 
}*hap; ._ ohio group. Gray __ tIIem _ 11>0_ 
aDd Sand·port<idgea (CA.kon) to Conn IU ••• b·I .... c_. 
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Gen. T&TBAOGALLuS, Gray. 

Syn. Megaloperdiz, Brandt..-CAolH'tka, Motaoh.-Oreoutrut 

C.bania. 
G.\ar.-Bill longish, stout, broad i Ito small naked patcb behind 

the eye; wings moderate and somewhat pointed, ,having the 2nd 
aDd 3rd quills the longest; tail ample, moderate, of eighteen 
{eathera; tarsi ahort, stout, with a. short. blunt spur. Of large 
size-Sexes alike. 

Until recently but one species was recognised in this fine group. 
but now four very distinct species have been discriminated, and 
Ito fifth indicated. They are birds of large size, as large al • 
Black-cock, of a. light mottled grey colour; and they froque~t 
the highest spots close to the snows; from their large me they 
are often popularly called Snow-pheasants; but, from their uso· 
ci.tion with the birds of this group, perhaps had better be called 
Snow-cocks. 

816. Tetraogallus Him&layensiB, GRAY. 
BLYTH, Cat. 1487-GouLD, Bird~ of Asia, pt. V. pL t-

T. nige~ Ipud GRAY, HARDWICKIC, Ill. Ind. Zool. vol., 2 pl. 46 
-Lopbophoru9 nigeUi, .J ABD. and SELBY, Ill. Orn. 3 pL 141-
hr.,,1lOnal in the N. W. Himalayas-Kallak, and Gaurkagu in lome 
parta-Buill-waf, in Kumaon-Snow·pheaeaot, Snow Chukor, and 
Strath Chukor of sportsmen. 

TOE HIMALAY.LR SNOW.COOX. 

Ducr.-Crown of heIW, cheeks, and back of neck grey, the reat 
of the upper partlligbt uhy-grey. tniautely freckled with black. 
puur ..by on the wings, and tinged with brownish rufow on the 
,*k; eaeh feather 0{ the back, rump, and wiog-eovertl, IItliped 
.. ..ita dull buff, more rLlfoul, and inclining to ehewut bran on 
.,... of the wmgt; primaries white, broadly tipped ""ith dLltk, 
~J,e.d P1; tail reddilh 01;1. the outer web, minutely freckled 
wi&ll black; freckled grey on the inner web.; beneath, ilia ~ 
.4 ~ 'I!e . • ~; a band of chemut pauel from alJoTe tl&e .,. _"Iidoo of ~ DApC, ODd _, fr ... tIuo uP of tIuo 
.... _ do". the oido. 01 \he DeCk .. d ...... tho fi!fI, wI!oo 



it Corm a collar round the lower part of the throat; beneath this 
&-.be bnMt plumes are somewhat scale-like, the upper ODee greyish 
with a black lunule, the lower ones 'Yhitish; the rest of the Jow.er 
aanaoe ill gi'ey, minutely freckled with brown, pade on the 1ianks, 
uQ with a double hroad dash of chesnut on each feat.h~r; vent &1lid 
UDder tail-coverts white; tbigh-coyerts dark grey. 

Bill pale horny; naked patch behind the eye yellow; iridell 
dark brown; legs yellowish red. Length 29 inches; extent 40; 
wing 13; tail 8; tarsus 3. Weight 6* ibs. 

The females ate somewhat smaller, 24 inches long; wing 12; 

tail 7 • 
• This fine bird is found throughout all the Western portion, at ,.II 

events, of Lhe Himalayan range, as far as Nepal, but it is not certain 
if it extends eastwards into Slkim and Bootan. It is also found 
across the higher ranges in Chinese Tartary and Thibet. It is pro
Lably the species observed in Cashmere by Vigne, who states that 
it inhabits the Snowy Punjab on both sides of the valley, but 
more common on the Thibet side. ' These fine birds,' saYiI Hutton, 
, a.re common in the Hazara mountains, and ate called KmJc-i·durt'a 
or the 'Putridge of the Ghats' by the Aifghans, iI.Ild they are lOme

time. sold m the markets of Cabool and Candahar. They rite in 
Goveys of from ten to twenty, and usually have a sentry pe1'cbed 
on some neighbouring rock, to give warning .of danger by his 
low and musical whistle. They are difficult birds to shoot. I 
found them in p~tches of the so called Tartarie Furze.' Captain 
Boys states that it is strong on the wing, and that its flights are 
v&ry protracted. Its note, he says, 'resembles tIl __ of 9. Dipper 

(CincltU), finishing with the cluok of a CllulAtW'. During flight it 
emit. a ebrill whiatle somewhat similar to that of \he Moaaul' 

u It ill confined" says Mountaineer, .. exclusively to the saowy 
SlIIeIt or the large spurs jutting from them whioh are elevated 
a1Hrve the limits of forest, bat is driven by the mo_ of •• 
w-perfOllD OM, and in some plaon, two mnual nUgr..tioJe CcJ the 
writWle, .. ; ia S1:lDUner they are ODly seen near ' tile .... 
'Of ~ In KoonOIlf (Kurmmr) they ate- 00IIIIii0Il .... 
' ..... ' .... J)heenee upwarde, ba _ .6 ~tie _ 'fram 

.JQe 1IiU ... g.... however much a pe1'IOll wa1lden fIboat"'4he 



hif!:beet aeceYible placell, but few are met with, IJld I have no 

dov.bt whatmer, but. that nearly all whicb at other ~lIOl1! £re
qUmlt this part, retire Il.Cr099 the snow into Chinese Tartary to 

hreed. About the beginning of September they are fil"!t seen 
near the tops of the higher graBsy ridges jutting from the SDOW', 

and the green slopes above and about the limi.ts of fotest. After 
the first-general and severe fall of IInow they come down in Dum. 

bers on to some of the barC! exposed hilla in the fOl'C!t regioIUl, 
and remain there till the end of March. This partial migration 

i. probably madC! in the night after the fall of snow, as 1 have 
invariably found them ill their winter quarters early the next 
morning. It requires Il Jeep fall to drive them down, and lome 

mild " 'intel"!, except a few odd birds, they do not come at all. 
The birds on eaeh respective hill Becm to have a particular spot 

for their winter resort, which they return to every year tbe migra

tion is made. 
" The Snow-pheasant 15 gregarious. congregating: in pa.cke, !lome

timet! to the number of 20 or 30, but in general, not marc than 

from,j to 10; sovelal p3cks inhalnting the same hill. Tn lIummer 
tho few which remain on our side arc found m single pairs gene

rally. but aerOll8 the BIlOW where the great body migrate, I almost 

always, even then, found lIevera! together. They seldom leave 
the hill on which they are located. but fly backwards and for
warM when disturbed The Hing-tailcd Eaglc is an inveterate 

annoyer of these birds; inhabiung, luch exposed frituationa 
wbere tbera is nothing to conceal eo largc a bird from his sigM. 

ae be sails along the hill side above them. they at once arrest 
hit ,"enticn. and are driven backwards and forward, by this 
unrelenting tormentor all day long. On the appearanoo of ODe of 
abeee bn'Cia, whieh fortunately for them are not very fuunerOU8, 
lIMy Md_ wait till he makes a .toop. but on his making .. wheel 
QMl'tM: II'pot where a:er~, immediately fly off to anotber quarter 
.r the bill, the eSfi!:le uvsr fliet after or attacks dlem aD t.he wing '; 
.. that dtoagh De ..no ... diem little quietnde while ncar'lMi;r 
~ .. _1 oacuiceaHy succ:eedt in aecariJlg Due . 

...-n. kMIlOO'UIl 2m'tr entetll fQll'e8~ or jungle. tad avoidt tpOtI 

-'"110" gr.-.it ~I or.bele &bin'c ill undenrood of .. ytiM. 
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It i. noedleaa to add that it. never perches. During the day, if tht 
weather be fine and warm, they sit on the rocks or rugged parta of 
the hill, without moving much about, except in the morning and 

eYeDing. When cold and cloudy, and in rainy weather, they I.l1l 

very briak, and are moving abont and feeding all day long. When 
feeding they walk slowly up hill, picking up the tender hladell of 
grus, and young shootll of plants, occasionally stopping to IIDatcb 
up a certain bulbous root, of which they seem very fond. If they 
reach the summit of the hill, after remaining st3tionary Borne time. 
they 8y off to another quarter, alighting lome distance down, and 
again picking their way upwards. When walking, they erect their 
Lalla, have a rather ungainly gait, and at a little distance bave some· 
thing "htl appearance or a large grey goose. They arc partial to 
feeding on 8pots where the sheep have been kept at nights when 
gr.zing in the summer pastures. These places have been called 
"tatlen" by the ~hepherds, and the grass on them keeps green 
and fresh long after the rest of the hill i ! quite dry and brown. 
They roost on the rocks and shelves of precipices, and return to 

one spot many succeeaive nights. 
\I Their call is a low soft whistling, occasionally heard at intervals 

woughout the day, but more generally at daybreak. It is moat 
commoD in cloudy weather. The first note is considerably pro
longed and followed by a succesaion of low rapid whistles., and it 
i. by far the most agreeable song of all our game birds. This note 
is only heard when the bird,is at reat; when alarmed and walking 
away, it sometime utters at short intervals a single low whietle, and 
when it gets on the wing the whistlee :U'e shrill and very rapid. 
However far it fliee, the whistling ie continued until it aligbtA, azul 
for a few IJeCOnde afterwards, but ~en slightly changed in tone to 

a lew DOtes which seem in • etrange manner to expreu satiafactioD 
at being again on the ground. However odd the compariBOD., I cD 
00ItlJ*e the whistling of these birds when flying and alighting to 
notibiDg but tlle dift'erence of sound produced by the wings of • 
flock of PigeODl when Sying. aDd wben alighting on some 'POt wbeH 
...,. have to flutter .. few eeconda before they em gaiu Cootit.g, 

II 'De JeNDoooaU. is not remarkably ..rud or thy. Whea. apo 
)lIOIdted {KG below, 011 a perlOn getting wit.bia . .,. -of'. 



hundred yardll, they move slowly up hill or slanting aero!!, often 
tuming to look baok, , and do not go very far unle!:! Iollo,1'cd. If 
approached from above, they By off at once without woJking m:l.lly 
yards from the spot. They seldom in any situation walk far down 
hill, and never run except for a few yards when about to take wing. 
The whole flock get up together; the flight is rapid, downwards at 
first, and then curving so as to alight neally 00 the same levcl. 
Where the hill is open and of groo.t extent, it is often for upwards 
of a milo, at a cO!ls:detable height in the air; when motc cit
oumscribed, as is often the elISe on the hills they frequent in winter, 
it is of shorter dUl'ation, perhaps merely across or into the next ridgc. 

"They feed on the leavcs of plants and grass, and occasionally 
on mosg, roots, and flowers; gr!lSS forms by far the greater portion. 
They are very partial to the young blade of wheat and barley, 
when it i8 Grst ~pringing up !Lnd while it remains short; and 
should there be an isolated patch on the hill where they are, 
visit it regularly night and morning. They never, however, come 
into what may be called the regular e\lltivation. They are gene
rally exorbitantly fat, but the flesh is not parLiculll.rly good, and 
it has often an unpleasant flavour when the bird is killed at lll1 

high elevation, probably owing to some of the pllUlts it there feed8 
upon. Though I have spent many summers on the snowy rnngc~, 
I never found the nest or eggs, but in Thibet I often met with 
broods of young oncs newly hatched. There were, however, several 
old birds, nnd probably more than one brood of chicks, 80 I eould 
fonn no correct idea of the number in one brood. They arc hardy 
birds, and easily kept in confinement, but though they will ent 
grain, I doubt if they would live long without Qn occasional 
supply of their natural green food of grass and plant!. They 
may be kept with the least trouble in huge cages, the bottoms of 
which instead of being solid arc made of barB of wood or iron 
wire, 80 that \he cages being put out on the grllS!, the birds may 
feed through the interaticcs. 

The eu, which have been lound by travcllcrt arc about the 
size of lD.OIlO ol the Turkey. but, like those of the grouse, are 
of & more 1engtht!tWd Conn; their ground oolor clear light olive, 
'l'armaiy dotted. over with lUDalllight che~nut spehl." 

UBT. II. 4 .. 
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Another species of Sno,v-cock occasionally obtained by Indian 
sportameu is TetraogallU$ tibetanu8, Gould, figured in the Birds of 
Asia, pt.. V., pI. 4.; but &s it has not, I believe, been procured on 

this side the Snowy rar:ge, I shall only briefly describe it without 
giving it a place a.mong the Birds of India. It ill tbe smallest of 

the group, only measuring 22 inches; wing lOt; tail 7; tarsus !6. 
It ha.s the head and ncck grey; the ears white; the upper plumago 
generally freckled with buff, grey, an<l black, which latter color 
forms conspicuous dashes; the primaries grey, secondaries broadly 
edged ext('rnnlly ,vith whit(', forming a marked wing-band; tail 
rufotls brown; beneath, the chain, throo.t and breast are white, 
separated from the grey of the head o.nd neck by 0. dusky freckled 
line. ann with a gorget of freckled grey and buff, the abdomen 
white; the flanks :md lower belly with dashes of black, and the 

under tail' eo"elts entirely Lla.ck. Dill horny; legs red; cllllcd 
HuinW(Jl in ](umu.on. 

I t hns been found in Ladak, Rukshu and other plnces across tho 
Himalayas. MOjOl' .Tames Sherwill informed me that he had seen a 
bird of this genus clo~c to the SDOWS ia the Slkim IIimalayaQ , 

which ho was inclined to identIfy as the pre!>ent species, and if 
so, it must be included among the Buds of India; bllt, as he did 
not bring specimens, I must content myself With the above notice. 
Lt Speke informed Mr. Blyth that it was very tame and fearless, 
and could be approached so near as to be knocked down by Ii 
stone. Lt, Forbes, however, assured me that those which he 
procured were not quite so nceesslulc, probably having been 
occasionally shot at and disturbed. 

'ine other species of Tttracgallus are T, cauc""icul, Pall&.!'; 
(CtupilJ.8, Gmdin; Luphoph. fllgtlli, of lilldine and Selby, lllUflt. 

Om. pI. 76) figured by Gould, Birds of A~ia, pt. V., pI. 1. 
This is found in the high mountain ranges of Persia. T . 
altaicuI, Gebler, figuroo by Gould in the same number at 

plate 3, more resembles T. tibetallua, but is larger, wanta tlle. 
white wing-band, and the lower abdomen and thigh-coverte are 
black. It is from the Altai mountains. CitourthJ olpifaa of 
MotchoulW. i! oontideRd by Gould to {orm a fifth apecie. of 
\bis genu •. 
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Gen. LERW A, Hodg~on. 

Syn. Tetraoperdix, Hodgson. 
Char.-Bill stout, short; orbits plumed throughout; Wlllg mo

derately long. pointed, of great expanse, the ~llU 'lIlil1 lon~~t ; 
t::Li1 of fourteen feathers, rnthcr IOllg ll.nd strong; tlln.i fcathClcd 
a. short way down. :MlIle with shalt spurs. 

This genus, composed of a Ringle "pecies peculiar to the 
Himalayas, combinclI thc colors d a Grouse with the nilked leg 
of Il. Partridge Gould says th:l.t it assimlla.tcs in:l. nearly equal 

degree to a Grouse, Francolin. and Pllrtudgc 

817. Lerwa nivicola, HODGSON. 

Madras Journ. Lit. 1837-Perdix L erwa, HODGSON r. Z. S. 
1833-UARDWICXF. Ill. I nt! Zool ~ p1. 44 f I-GOULD, Birds 

of Asia, pt. VII, pl. 8-Lcrwa In Nepal, (2/wlr-7MIw,I, or Koo,'" 
flJonal-Also G1tlaln-allu Jer-tit",,·, I It Snow Partridge, in vari

ous hill dialects-BllY7' 01 Bliail' at SimlJ.-Jall,9unyc In Kumaon. 

TilE SNOW P.UtTttlUGE 

Dcscr -Head, neck, and the whole plumage, with the wings and 
tail lllinutely barred WIth black and gleYlsh 01 buffy white, more 

grey on the head, neck, rump :md upper tail coverts, and tinged 

with chesnut on the sides of the neck, shoulder and wing-covertft ; 
quills dusky brown, narrowly freckled WIth buffy white on their 
outer edges j the secondaries broadly tipped WIth white; tail dusky 

with speckled bars or grey and rufou~. and the feathers black 
Bbafted: beneath, the ehm i~ greyj~h ; tlle throat, breast, and uepcr 
pari of the abdomen deep chesnut red, WiUl dashes of but or 
whitish on many of the fcathers, esp~cially on the flanks; lower 

abdomen, vent, and thigh-coverts barred like the upper part. 
but with a tinge of rufous; lower tail-coverts chesnut-red, with 

bWfy white tip'-
Bill bright red; irides dark brown; legs and feet rod. Length 

16 to 16 inches; extent 24.; wing E!; tail 4- ; tlLISUS 14- Weight 
18 en. 

The female is .. trifle smaller than the milc, and wants the spurs, 
bat d08lllot \lIlherwae diKer. 
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This Game·looking bird appears peculiar to the upper Hima
layan region near the SMWS, several traveller! having stated that 
they had not seen them on the Thibet side of the hill.!. It is 
found however along the whole extent of the Himalayas. baTiag 
been found in the extreme North-west as well as in Sikim. 

Hodgson etates that" these birds have the habits and manners 
or Tetrao ra~er than Perdi.c. They are gregarious in coveys, 
nelltle and breeu under Jutting rocks, feed on the aromatics, seeda, 
and insect!! found in the proper Himalayan r4!gion, which they 
never quit, and amid the glaciers of which they take impene
trable refuge when disturbed. Trees they wholly avoid, and are 
usually found on the ilatter and q1lasi-heathery ledges which 
form steps from the snow-bounu summits of the Himalayas .• The 
Lerwa! moult, I think, twice a year, but certainly in autumn, 
their plumage being most imperfect in August. They are 
splendid glUIle, with a vlgorou~ flight, shy, and in si;!;e and strength 
equ:d to a Grouse. Their fle~h is white, succultmt and possessed 
of a very high flavour." 

Dr. Hooker observed it in Sikim, and calls it a small gregarious 
bird which inhabits the loftiebt btony mountains, and utters a 
lihort cry of quiok, fjl1. iok; in character and appearance, it is 
intermediate between Grousc and Partridge, and is gooel eating, 
though tough. 

"In genetal haunts and habits," says Mountaineer" this bird 
much resembles the Snow-pheasant., frequenting the same high 
regions near tho Snow in 5ummer, and migrating to the 
!laDle bare hills and rocks in winter. The Pheasant., however, 
prlten the gTil.ssy Blopes and softer parts of the hill, the 
Partridge the more abrupt and rocky portions, where the 
vegetation is scantier, and more of a mossy than grassy eharu· 
ter. They arc also marc local, and oonfined more to plU'tieolar 
IIpOts, and do not., lib the pheasant. ramble indOOriminat.cly 
over almOSt every part of the hill. They are genenJly re· 
marbhly tame; when approached, they utter a hanh whittle, 
.nd if they keep still, it ill often &averal moments before 
they OlD be.diltinguUhed, thw p1omoge much .... mbliDg aad 
blaNiDg with the genenl col,ur of much.r tile gtOW><i they 
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frequent j if approached from above, they fly off at once, if from 

below they walk away in the opposite direction, calling the 

whole time, and often cluster together on the top of some large 

stone in their way. Their :!light exactly resembles that of the 

Pheasant, and the whistle when on the wing being nearly the 

same, and the birds having the same white on ~e wings, they 

could hardly be distinguished when flying past at a distance, but 

from the size. They seldom fly far, and if followed and put up 
again, often fly oack to the spot where first found. At times they 

seem unwilling to get up at all, and several shots may be fired at 
them before they take wing. I on::e found a flock on a. steep 

ledge of rock in the forest, a few days after a severe snow storm 
which had driven them down to their winter quarters; they were 

n little scattered and resting on the proJeeting ledges. and I fired 

eleven shots within twenty yards, without one bird attempting to 
get up. At one blrd I filed twice without it~ moving at all. 

"The Snow-partridge feeds on moss and the tender shoots 
of small plants. It is always fat, ami the flesh ~s tender and well 

1lavoured, and if kept a few da.ys, something like GlOuse They 

breed near the limits of vegetatIOn, but I have not Been the nest 
or eggs. I have often met with the young chicks, sometimes a 

single pair of old birds wlth their young brood, and sometimes 

several old birds and two or three broods of chicks, apparently 
six or seven in a brood. When alarmed, the parent birds exhibit all 
that distressful anxiety so common with their tribe, and endeavour 

by drawing the attention of the intruder to themselves to decoy 
him from the spot They do not counterfeit la.meness like sime, 
but walk away before him, and callout in a most plaintive mll.nner. 

The young squat close on the ground, or creep beneath the stones, 
for the herbage where they breed is never sufficiently high enough 

to hide even the smallest bird." 

P ARTRlDGE8. 

We DOW come to the true Partridges, which, however, form 
Ie~ distinct groups, separated alike by habits, form, and colo
I'aCioa. 111 India there are representatives of 1he "Francolins" 
ad the 'Red.legged Partridges' of Europe, lIoUd I'true Partridge 
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occurs on the further bide of the Himalayas; there are, besides, three 

other groups, the Grey or Spurred Partridges, peculis.r to the 
continent of India. ; the Wood Partridges, confmed to the IIimaIayaK> 

in India proper, but extending through Burmah into l\Ia.layana; 

and tIle Bush-quails, peculiar to India. 
lit. Fr(J.1/coim, or Mcadow Partridges. 

Gen. FnANcoLlNUS, Stephens. 

Syn. Attagcn, 1\.eys!lIld Blas.-llepburnia, Rcichcnb. 
Chor.-Bill modClate or somewhat iong-, stout, slightly curved 

at the tip; tail of fourteen feather!!, somewhat lengthened, even, 
or very slightly rounded; toni of the male with' strong but blWlt 

apuIIS 
The Fra.ncolins O1lly be said to be Partridges with more 

lengthened bill and tail, slightly spurred, Il.nu with 11 peculiar and 
rich coloration Tho group lnay be considered an Asi:l.ti~ form, 
cAtending to the south of Europe, and to the north of Africa. 
Inws possesses two species, and there is another in Durmahj they 
do not L'I~ocill.te in C01leys, and Blyth stllte5 that they appear to 

him to have more of the general habit., of Pheasants than of 
PlLttridges, but to this I must demur. Gould considers tbem 
allied to Cenornia in the genenl style of coloring, the short spur, 
and the form or the Lill. 

818. Francolinus vulgaris, STEPHL'NS. 

BLYTH. Cut. 1500-Gou.v, Birds of Europe, pl. 2.5~-Tetrao 
rrancoUnw, LINN..EUS--Perdlx Hepburniro, GR.i.Y, HA.RDWIClUC, • Ill. Ihd. Zool. pL 55, (the female)-l<'. Ilenrici, llONAP.-Kalo_ 
titar, or Titir, H' I said to be called Gagna,. about Benares. 

1'llE BLAC1e. P .... RTBJOOE. 

Dt'm>.-Head. cheeks, and throa.t, deep black.; the top of 
the head and nape edged with rufous, and with some white 
epota on the sides of the occiput, fOrming a p.u.e line; ear. 
co... pure whi~e; a broad collar of fine cheomul red p .... 
rcnmd the whole neck; upper pa'rt of the back. black, the feathen 
,dpl with rufoUi and white tipped; the middle and lower back 
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rump, and upper tail-coverts finely barred black, and whitish, or 
gtey; wings with the coverts black, with broad bay 01' rufous 
edges, and the quills barred with rufous and black; tail black, 

the middle feathers barred with black and grey, on the upper parts ; 
the lateral feathers being similarly barred at their base only; 

plum&ge beneath, from the rufous collar, deep black, morc or less 
banded on the lower part of the abdomen with white, alld the 

flanks of the breast and abdomen spotted with white; thigh-coverts 
and under tail-coverts chesnut. 

Bill black; irides brown; legs yellowish red. Length 13 to 

14 inches; extent 20; wing 5!; tail 3t. Weight 13 to 15 oz. 
The female differs in wanting the black head and neck of the 

male, which is more or less I1.1fous, mixed with brown, the throat 
and sides of the neck beIng white, and a dusky band surrounds the 
white portion of the car-coverts; the back and wings are dusky, 
with pale rufous edges, whItish on the wmg; the back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts, arc barred pale rufous and dark brown; the 
tail feathers blackish, with pale bands; the medial pair brown 
banded; beneath, from the throat, the plumage is white with 

black spots, longitudinal and arrow-shaped in front, becoming 
more transverse on the flanks and lower abdomen. 

Length 121 to 13 inches; weight 12 to 13 oz. 
The males have a short blunt spur, tubercular at first. 

The black Pal'tridge is found throughout the whole of Northern 
India, from the Himalayas to the valley of the Ganges, but not 

that I am aware of, extending to anI distance ~eyo~d the valley of 
the Ganges until above Allahabad, !'eyond whIch It passes to the 
Punjab, and southwards, through Rajpootana to Sindh and per
haps to Goozrat. Eastwards it extends through Dacca to Assam, 
Sylhet and Tipperah, but I have seen no record of its occurrence 
further south in this direction, and it is replaced in Burmah 
by an allied species. It occurs south of the Ganges between 
that riTer and the Hooghly, and I have scen notices of the blaok 
P4rlridge having been shot in Midnapore and Outtack, but it ia 
certsinly rare, eauth of the Ganges. V &rious notices appea.z in 
sevetd pages of the Bengal Sporting Magazine of Black pa.rtriQgee 
~g in the Saugor and ;N erbl1dda t-erritories. Mhow and Bun-
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delkund; but in these instances, it haa certainly been confounded 
with the nearly related Painted Partridge, as the Black Partridge 
does not, to my own knowledge, occur {or many miles north o{ 
Mba", Saugor or Jubbulporc, and I sU9pect not till the valley 
of the J umna i! reached. Adams says that the BllI.ck. Partridge 
is plentiful in Bombay and Bengal, but d he does not gi,(6 

the Painted Partridge at all, he hag in some instance~, at all 
events, confounded it with thll.t bird. The Black Part;idge extenda 
along the valleys of the Himalayas for some distance in the 
interior, but not ascending high; and I observed it on the Khasia 
hills at nearly 4,000 feet of elevation. The Black Partridge from 
Sindh is put as distinct by Bonaparte under the name of F. 
Hcnri.::, Il.UU a drawing of the Rmdh bird in Sir A Burnes' c:oUce· 
tion gave some color to the separation; but Sir B. Frere, to whom 
I applied, having sent several specimens from Sindh, they proved 
to be perfectly idontical with the Partl'ldge of Bengal. Out o{ 
India the Bln.ck Partridge inhabits Northern Africa and the 
South of Europe, especially Malta, Sicily, and probably part of 
Western Asia. 

The Black Partridge frequents, by preference, grass meadows 
neBr water, also cultivated fields of corn, mustard or pulse, aIld 
any patch of modmo.tely high, green herbage, also occa:uvnally 
jhow jungle j and it is not unfrequently Hushed in moderately 
long grass interspersed with bushes, even at some little diatance 
from water. It never associates in regular coveys, though several 
may be t1ushed not far from each other; and, indeed, it is generally 
to be found ill pai~ at all BlaSODS. 

From January to August, the eall of the Cock·bird may be 
heard, a harsh sort of cry which has been variously rendered 
by $Gunds in different languages; but these imitations, thougl! 
intelligible to those who have heard the call, fail to give 1lIl1-
thing like a correet idea to a person who haa not had the 
opportllIlity of bearing it. The Mussulmans say that it repeat. 
\he pious WOldt, • &bhtm Uri huirut;' othen .. y it ealh out 
• Lw""., piaz, ,,"!"uk,' or garlic, onions, ginger. Adams .yn .. 
hiJel it i.e C LoAte--whG-w1McA..:a·tllhid:'. and lOID.e ODe else ptrtI u 
.. • joJ;>jok, ....... tur.' <>no writer crJla illik. the banh plio, 
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blast of a cracked trumpet; but it is fal' from being a loud caU, 

though sufficiently audible for a great distance This call is 
almost always uttered from a slight eminence, n bank, ant hill 

• or clump of earth, and whcre It abound~, answcring clics may ba 

heard from all sides. I t generally calls much nfter rain, or after 

B heavy dew. 
The hen Pnrtridgc brced~ from May to .luly, laying ten Or 

twelve eggs (~omctjmes, it is ~tatcJ, as Ulnny as fifteen) of a 

pale bluish white colour, aCl'o!lll1lg tv Svlne writers, but those 

I have seen were pale gr<leni~h, when nr~t laid j and she \lsually 

ha.s her nest in the grass, Ilomctimcs ill an Indigo field, and 
occasionally in a Sugo.r·canc field . 

In the cold weA.ther, uftel' the young haY\,) flown an.l ~cparatcd 

from thClr parents, they mo.y be found scattcld over u. greater 

expllllse of COllllh.v th!!.'l in the hot weather and rains, and Ate 
often to be found in fields £., ,' !rom water This Partridge is 
BtBWU ocew;iooally to pelch un :lnd to roo~t on trees, but this 
is certainly a lare habit WIth tlll~ ~pecie~ , tholl~h not uncommon 

with the Pninted I'm tridge 
Th\,) mack l'actl'i,lgc i~ stHlIIg nn the wing, but flies steadily QJ\d 

affords a lair ~hot. ll~ }JlUSlilt j~ a fa\'olltc ~I'ort in many parts of 
thecountry,\helclti~ut (1.11 abllndunt. Iti~~tatcd ill the Bengal 

Spo,·titlg _~fll!.fU;;I/Il', fOJ Hl11, !.hat seventy-fivc brace have bcen 

bagged ill one day by one 1!lln, ncar Ii:urnal in the Upper Provinces, 
bnt it is now everywhere morc ,>caroe than it used to be formerly. 

It is tolerably good eatmg, l'speciaUYwvilen kept for u few days and 
eaten eold In :.omc parts of the country tippets used to be made 
of tile beautiful black, white-spotted leathers of the lower plumage, 

and were in much reque~t, but they a' e rarely procurable now. 

819, Francolinus pictus, JARD. and SELBY, 

?erdix, apud JARDINE and SELBY, Ill. Om. pI 50-BLYT8, 

Clot. 158-SYltE8, Cat. 158--JE~DON, Cat. 272-Kala-titar, H. 
and Mw.-Kakkeo-. iodi, To!. 

THE PAINTED PA.RTRIDGE 

»-m-._'Forehead, lores, face, broad supercilium, and car-coverts, 

lerruginoWl-cllesnut; the top of tho head ulUk brawn with pale 

PA.ll'l' 11. 4 B 
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edgings; the neck all round pale ferruginous; the upper part 
of the back and scapulars deep brown, the feathers edged 
laterally with creamy white, and tros gradually passing into 
the markings of the wmg~, which arc chesnut with black bands; 
the lo\vel Lack, rump and upper tail-coverts are beautll' ully 
marked with undulo.tm!;! lines of black and white; tail deep 

brown, the feathers finely cross-1Jarrcd at their base; beneath, 
the throat i~ white, wlth longitudinal dark lines; the whole of 
the rc~t of the lower ~urfacc varicgRted black liml white, each 
featht'r heing white, with tW() ,lark cross-banu!'., ond the shaft and 

tip black, the~e dark b::mus gradually narrow townrdl'l the vcut; 
under tn il_f'flV"rti<. chc~tJut. the fcailil:h of the flanks and sides of 
the rump are tinA"eJ with pale fe1tu~inOIl5 

BiH blackish: jride~ dark hrowll: lc;?q rellow red Length 12 

incholl: wing r,; tnil:!1, l!lr'~'IS 11 \" eigllt 11 to 13 01-

T he f~mal~ ,Iirr('l~ in hUYllI.C:- a soulcwhat. ferrugino us tingo 
beneath, awl in the throat bcil1~ mOle or less Iufous 

The Painted Partridgc ln3Y he salol to take the place of the 
Black ill ('1'ntml ami part Ilf Southern TndUl. It is found 
throughout Bnndclkund and the Saagor auol Nerim<ldn. tc.rritories, 
and thcnce south 111l 0 l1~h Nagporc and the Deccan. to ab(,ut N. 
L. 15°, f\raduRlly becoming: morc flCtl.ICC ~outhw:ltJs . I havc 
beard of i1<l oeca~iOllal (Jccuncnce lH'ar .Ban~aloro still further 
80Uth, but wh ere tho hmJ is higher and the climate cooler West, 
it extends ini/) ('an'{('i~h, and perhaps GU7.CIQt, but I~ not known 
on the ?blabar COlUlt, and eagtwald~, It h found throughout 
Chota Nagpore and adjncent lands tn the morc open parts of the 
Northern Cjrc:J.r~, as far as ClIttack, but far mure rare there than 
in the w eBt of the P eninsula I have found i~ most abundant in 
the Deccan ncar Jalua, and at ~lhow; le~5 so in Saugor, Nagporc 
and Hyuetabau. 

Like rts northern congener, it delights in grassy plaip and 
fields, but more affecl.8 open, dry, and raised plaioa with s~ 
bushee. than the low-lying, damper meadows that tho Bt.ck 
dolighta in. It is always, when the grain is ripe, as well ' .. lot 

other times not unfre.qllently, kl be found in. wheatfield. cd other 
oWtint.ed land., and occasion;uiy in open and grassy giades in 




