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THE INDIAN nUf~TARD. 

Ducr.-Male, top of head with crest black; face, nape, and 
the whole neck, while, the fcathers lSomewl1a.t lengthened a.nd 
hackled in front: the' back an(1 upper plumage, including the 

shoulder of the win~1I and the inner wing-coverts, pule olive 

brown, or buff, beautifully mottled and '\'"ariegnted with tr:inute 
lines of blnck ; outer wing-coverts Mack, white tipped; greater 
novertll slaty-grey, also tipped with white, as i ll ,·be winglet; 
primaries dark ~Iaty, more dusky (In their outer ed~es, and wl1i~
tipped; tail as Mle back, with a dark sub-terminal hand DOl ahvays 
very distinct all the central feathers; a hlackish bro\vn band 
&.crOss the breast; lower part!, With the thigh-coverts, white; the 

flankq dark olive brown; yemt and lower tail-covcrt~ the same but 

lip;htel. 
Bill dusky o.bove, ycllowish I,encai h j irides palc yellow with 

some browmsh spccb; h'g~ and feet ding-y pale yellow. LengUI 
41 to:; f('('!, ; extent ~ f('('t; wing' :~O inches j tail 13 j bill at 

front. 2 j tarsus st. Weight 26 to 28 Ibs. 
'rhe female is one-third less I1t Ica.st, the white (,f tbe neck is leiS 

pure, generally, indced, mottled with olive-brown, and with ,oroe 
rufous about the facc Rnd eyes; L.;'e pectoral bu.nd is incomplete, 
and consists of broken epots; the abdomen is less pure while 

and the flank.<: paler brown and more sJlotted. Length 3t 
reet. Young mllle.~ resemble ,hf! females, !Lnd it is only I.ho 
llUges!. olu males that have the neck pUle white, as described 
above; in most there being a few brown specks on the neck. 
In the old malt'. too, the neck uppeare vt'ly thick, the feathers 
being well PIlff'Cc! out and full A fully grown IIdlth male I!taftds 
very high, above 4 fet!t. The glliar SHC i ~ stated 10 be able to 
hold about three quarts of wal~r 

TI1;s noble bird i~ found throughout considerable P&rt of India, 
most cOlnmon in the West, and not known in Bengal or Behar, nor 
in the MalahlLl' Coast. It. is {ounu ooca..nonaUy in the Co,rl'latic alld 
YYlore, tolerably common in the DecclD and ill tbe Southara 
Maht&tta country. 6J:t.ending through Central India &8 fA( E-.,t at 
all evenlJl AI Slugor and }tewah, and abu.dan' in Rajpootana.l b'Hl 
not heard or itl occurring anywhere in the valley of the Gaaget. 
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The Bustard frequents bare open plains, grassy plw.ns intcnpersed 
with low buahes, and occasionally high grass rumlUhs. In the rainy 

season large number!! may be seen together sta.lkin~ over the undu

lating plOOns of the Deccan or Central India. I have fleen flocks of 
twenty-five and more, and a writer in the 8p<n'ting Review mentions 

having scen abovc thirty on onc small hilL This ,vritcr Bt:l.tc~ his 
belief that they arc never seen in any uistriet that i~ not charac
terized by hills os well M plains; but thi!, hom my own c-"{pcliencc 
I would merely interplct that they do not frequent alluvial plains, 
but prefer the undulating COI _fitry; fat I have secu them un 
extensive plains, where thelC were merely a few ridgeli or emi
nences, and nothing deservmg the name of a hill close at hand 
Townds the d ose of the r3,in~, .md in thl' ookl wtl<lthrr before 
the long grass ill cut down, the nust:lrd wlll oftcn be fou nd, at all 
etcnts in the heat of the day. eon~e:llcd III tilt! ~rass, out. not for 
the purpose of eatmg the ~Ilctls of the Uoussa g1.'a~g, a~ the writer 
above alluded to Imagine.;, l'!.Lthcr for the lar;;:c gm~~hoppeI3 that 
abound so there, and winch fly a;:!;:limt YOll lit. every lew steps 
you take. During" the eold wcathc)" the ilustauJ fIl.!(luentiy feed!, 

and rests during tlle day likcwiJ;e, m wheal fields When the 
grass and corn is aU cut., and the bare pbins no longer aHord food 
to the Bustard, it Will be found along the bunks of nvers where 
there is long gras~ mb::etl with bushes. 01 the oJg:cs of largo tanks, 
or low junp;le where tllere is moderately high grag~, or it wunders 
to some district where there is more bTJ.USS, for though they do not 
migrate, yet BustaJds change their g-round much according to the 
season, Bnd the supply of grrulSllOPPcrs :Ult! othrr insects. Tho 
hen birds, remarks the wdtcr quoted above, generally congregate 
together during the rains, arc very timid, and frequently, when a 
sportsman is pursuing :l. single one, she will attempt to seck IIa£ety, 
fatally for herself, in S01Ile large bush, po.rticularly if the gunnel 
tarn aside hiB bead. and affect not to sec her at the moment of 
hiding. The cock-birds, at thioi SC!1Son, feed 4 mile or ao spart 
from the hem:, and atretching their m!l.gnifieent white necks. strido 
along moat pompvua1y. Belddes gra.sshoppers, which m4y bo said 
to be f4eir favorite food, the Bustard will cat any other large 
iu&cl;, mOle especially Myl4hrU, or blistering lJL'CUC, 110 

P.un' II. 4 Jl 
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abundant during the rains; the large Bltp1't8ti8, &a1'tlb«i, eater
pillars, &e., also lizards, centipedes, small snake!, &c. Mr. Elliot 
found a Quail's egg entire in the stoma.ch of one, and they will 
often swallow pebbles or any glittering object that attracts them: 
I took several portions of a brass ornament, the size' of 3 No. 16 
bullet, out of the ~tomuch of one Bustard. In default of ioaect 
food, it will ('at fruit of various kinds, espccio.Uy the fruit of the 
Byr (Zi:ypILU8 jujuoa) and Caronda (Gansba carandas); guin, 
and other seeds and vegetable shoots. 

The Bustard is polygamous, aou o.t the breeding season, which 
varies very greatly Ooccorumg to the district, from October to 

}.1"fCll, the male strut:1 Ilbout on some eminence, puffing out the 

fea.thers of his neck and throat, expanding his tail, and ruffiin~ 
his winge, uttering now amI then rr. low deep moaning call hearu a 
great way oJf. Tho female l:::.}'~ one or two egp;s of a. dark obve 
green, famtly blotched with dllSky. I have kIlled tllC young. half

grown, in MaTch, ncar Saugor. 
The BuHn:rd has another e::J.l heard not unfrcquently, compared 

by some to IL bark or a beUO\v; chieHy hea.rd, however, when the 

bird is alarmed. This is compared by the natIves to the word 
hook, honce the namo of 11001.111.,. by which it is known to 

the villagers about GWlllior. ·When raised, it generally tal::c~ 

a long flight, sometlmes three or four nules, with a steady, con
tinued Happing of itil wingd, :It no great height above the ground, 
and I never found that it had tuly dlfficulty in rising, not even 
requiring to run on8 step, as 1 have many times had occasion to 
observe when flushing thern in long hrass or wheat fields. On 
th.{\ open bare plains, it w~ll sometimes run II. step or two before 
mounting iuto the air. A ",nter in the Bengal Sperling Magad,n,c 
BUerts that he has known the Bustard ridden down, and that 
afloct two or three llight.!. it is so exhausted a.s to allow of its 
capture. 1 imagine that a. healthy bird would tiro out the bes~ 
bone and rider before giving in. 

At times a amglo Cock-bustard can be very easily stalked 10 as 
to get witbin.distance of II. fair shot. 50 01: 60 yards, or even nurer~ 
by rapidly moving ohliquely towards them, &8 mentioned pJ'en011lly 
1I'hen "peaking of Sand~grou.se i when several arc together they 
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are more Wa.ry, but even then oan often be approached within one 
hundred yardil. If there is uny bushy or uneVell ground to fAvor 
the gunner, the tfi'lk is comparatively easy. Occasionally they 

may be flushed in long grass, or Dhal (iclds, or even Wheat fields, 

and an easy.shot obtained; and I once brought do,~n t\VO birds, 
right and left, in a wheat-fieJd ncar Saugol' 

Many sportsmen kill it with the rifiC', una one sportsman on 
the Bombay side is known to hav~ killed above one thousand 
Bustards with ilis rille; chlefly, J belie,c, in the Deccan and 

Southern Muhratta country _A young BU8ta'nl, 01'.:. full grown 
hen bird arc very rxcellcnt eating: thl' ilosh is dark, and yery 
highly flavored; but in an adult cock: iL i~ rather coarse. 

A large Bustard has been scon In varion~ partR of China whic·h 
is perhaps this specie~, or some closely allted OM, m~y-be, Otis 
11lclonensis. A very closely ::tllicc.l ~pccie8, 0 a118fI'fdi,~, Gray, occurs 

in Austmlia, where known, to ~Oll1e of the Colonists as the Wild 
TUl'key. Other tlpecies arc l~'uJi 11ulla, Itilpp; R. lttdwigi, Riipp; 

E. ca.fira, I"1cht. (Slal/leYl, Gray); E. lJenltOlnz, Children; E· 
arabs, L. t abl).~Binica, Gray) , (LthI E /con, Burchell 

The European Hu,talll, 0 tunlt!, LmlH\'US, belongs to lestricted 
Otis It ha.s a long v.llitc lnou~tachial-tuft, The sllOrt limbs, short 

bill, and general form give Jt '1'11te a thifel'cnt uspect to that of the 
Indian Busta] d, and. I can um1erstmu ils bClng called a Turkey. It 

is found thl'ourrhout E.lstern Europe !lnd Central Allill, and used to 
" be occasionally captured ill Ellgland j and its peculiar attitudes 

during the conrting season have been ably illustrated 1)y Wolf 

in his Zoological Sketches 

Gen. II OUBARA, BOIlD.p·arte. 

Syn. Cldamydotisj LessoIJ, 
Cl!ar.-Legs rather short; neck of the male furnished with a 

l'uff, and occasionally crested; bill rather lengthened, much 
depressed at the ba$c. 

The ruffed Bustards are birds of moderate size, frequenting the 

open udy deserts, the ~pc of which is Otis ItOubara of Gmelin, 
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from Northern Africa. which occll8ionally pasle! over into Spain. 
One species i.e found in the North~we9tcrn Provinces of India. 

837. Houbara Macqueenii, GRAY. 

Otis, apud GnAy-lIAnDwlcKE 111 Ind. ZoOl.-GOULD, Birds 
of Asia, pt. Ill, pl. B-O, mo.rmOtllto., G RAY, TIARDWICKE, Ill. 
Ind. Zool. I, pI. GO (the fcmalc )-Tduur, n -Obarra in the 
Western PunjaD-Huwano. Florikin of Sportsmen in the N. W. P. 
-figured in BCllfJal Sportmg MU!Ja::.i1le, 1833. 

TnE INDIAN IlouUARA BURTARD. 

Dc~cj·.-Mah-, head b('Qlltifully crested, the crest consisting of 
aseric~ of lengthened slender fCo.tncls in the centre of the Ctl)Wll, 

white with :l. ]llllck tip in frunt, wholly white bt'hin(l; upper 
'Piumll),!;c, inclU(lin~ thl' lwck, pale buff. ~mncwh:lt nlbco;ccnt on the 

\ring-coYerts :lllt1 d{'cprr on thr: ba('k; UppCI t:l.j l-covcl~ nnd tail 
all delicately ami IlnnutC'ly pencllIcd With illack:, nnd eoleh fell.tller 
with a. sub-terlllino.l IJla.ck band vj~lble ext ernally, nnd another ot 

the base of the fcuthers; upper t:l.lI-COYClts WIth the blnck b:wds 
narrower, distant, Il1ld more or less ashy; t.'lil banded with bluish
ashy, and nil the latClll.1 fcathcr.s l)loau\y tippet! 'vJ\.h oleamy 

white; greater wing-coverts tipped with white; primaries white 
at their base, black for ihe terminal ImJr, and most so on the 
outer web; lcssel wing-coverts and sc~pulars Illore or less spotted 
with blac1:, uot baned; the ~hol'tcr ([uills and the winglct bla.ck, 

the former tipped with wilile; the checks arc white, with black 
abaetB anu hps; till' throat white; neck fulvous ashy; beDy und 
lowe!: parts, including the 10IVel' aurface of the wings, white; 
under tail-coverts ~1ightly barred; the ncck-rull'in its full integrity 
during the breeding- season begins from the ear-coverts, the 

fcathers arc modcr:ltc1y long, nbout 2 inches, a.nu entirely black 
and silky; on the sides of the neck they are :1t l6!08t G inches long, 

white at the base o.nd with black tips; 9.I1d, where they terminate 
are still longer, wholly white, varying in texture and with more 

or <less dieuniteu webs, very finc and curving down warda 

below. 
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Bill horny slate-color; irides' bright yellow; leg" greenith
yellow. Length 25 to 30 inches j extent 4 fect ; wing 14 to U 

inches; tail 9 to 10; tarsus 3t; bill::l.t front It. Weight 3~ to 

3jlbs. (Adams states the iris to be black, nnd the selerotic yellow.) 

The malo in non-breeding or wlilter plumage, Ilppen.r8~0 WlWt 

the fine crest, anu in some, app:ucntly, tho grc::l.ter palt (If tho 
ruff, as in the one figured in Ih.rdwickc's Illu~trations. A 

figure among Burnes' drawing~ rcpresent~ the mnla bird \vith hi& 
C{lronal ercst, but haying the upper portion only of tllo ncck-l'nfl~ 

which forms a con~pi.cuous car ·tuft 0.8 in the Likh Florikin, but 
of ordinary shaped f cathers. Can the ruff :lIso be Il soasonnl 

ornament of the Cock·bird? This is not olliuded t o in nny of tho 

notices of the Inulan lfoubara that I have scon, but is not unlikely. 

The femnIc ia said, by the writer of the a.rticle in the r.engul 
Spqrtillg Maga=inc allUlled to above, to resemble the mll.lc; nnd Il 

specimen, supposed to ue th:lt of a fClnale killcd ut Ihnsi, agrecd, 
811.yS Mr. myth, " very well w4th Ihrdwicke's figme, except that 

the mottled black patches on the upper parts a.re smo.l1er, nntl more 
numerous, and scarcely :lppca.r on the wings which should 110.\'0 

been colored paler; tlw pcn('illing in front 01 the neck ill very 
delico.te; the tall is bo.nucJ with light ashy (appc::mng blue) 
slightly bordered with bl:lck. The coroll(ll feathers nrc all, in the 

mass, considerably lengtbened, therc i.'I no indication whatever 
of the mcdl!\l crest; thc lowar third of the later:lI neck-tufts arc 
white, but the front of the nelk, below the dull white throo.t, is 
uniform pale buff, minutely frecklC!l with black, anu at its base nrc 
some lengthened Illumes of a p:lk a~ll color impelHhllf; the breast" 

Another specimen ngrce~ nearly willi the Ilnn&i bird, but has 

II. slight cres~ or apparently the l'cm:lins of :l crest in proeCfls of 
being sbed, confined to the forehead only, nnd there are but few 
traces of white upon the black ur upper tuft of lateral neck 
plume.. Mr. Blyth is inclined to rcgard tlle crest as a distinctive 
che.nLcteristic of the breeding season only, when it would probably 

be more developed in tho male than in the female. 
I am strongly inclined to think that O. ma1'morata, Grall in 

Hardwicke'. Illnstrations, is intended for the female in ordinary 
attire. It has generally been coDludercd n.e tho r .. male of Syplwo--
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adif b'ngalttvi4, but tho whole style of the markings is that of 
the Houbara rather than of the Florikin. The only difference is 
that tho white of the \"lDg is not shown; but, on the other aide, 
the pri.maries of the hen Florikin arc black. It may, indeed, be 
a. yono.!! Houbara. 

Accordiog to Captain Boys the female assumes the ruff in 
the breeding plumage but Jlot the crest; but so few observations 
have been recorded about this bird, that it is yet possible (and 
probo.blt! from analogy) that the h(ln Lird p09SCS5CS neither crest 
nor ruff. The female of tho African Iloubara, according to 
Temminck. has neither crest nor Tuil' The figure mnong Burnelj' 
dro.wi.ngfl may hI" thnt fir a young male ill Ilis first breeding season 

before the filII' had been fuUy dCflllopcd; and in thi~ drawing amI 
that of marnlOl'ata, the H1dc~ of both ~I e represented as "inous 
red, whilst tho.t (If the adult is sai(l to be yellow. This bird is 
80 (;. .. ~cecdingly similar to the Afncan l1 0uham ( II undilla/a) 
thet 1 cami(lel them to be doubtfully distinc~. but Gould and 
other late writ.ers !.till separate them, the black on the crest of the 
Indian bird being onc of the chief (listinctian~. 

The Indiall 1Ioubo.ro. is found througbout the plains of the 
Punjab und Upper Sindh, occasionally crossing the Sutlej and the 
Indus lower down, :l.llU it ha..., becn killed at Ferozepore. Hansi, 
nuu in "anous parts of H Urrillonll, but no re('ordR exist of its 
oceurIt'IlCe eo.stw~rJs of D~lh l. It is probably u permancnt rc
sident, 11.5 no notice jq given ('Of ;~ occurring at any particulu.r 
Beason. It fleqllonts open sandy nnu gl(l.Ssy pluina, or undulating 
sandy gtound with. sCllttered tufts of grass, also wheat and other 
grain ficldA; and is generally met with in such bare and open ground 
that, being shy and wary, it is approacbed with difficulty. cx
cept in the heat of the day, when it lies down in a thiok tuft, 

or ,other shelter, and can be approa.ched with ease. Major James 
SberwiU informed me that it is vcry abundant acro!! the lndUJ 
at Dcrajat and towards the frontier of Sindb; and that a bJ.r.ck 
hawk which hunts in pairs often kills a wounded bird. and has 
been seen to strike Do sound one. The Houbara ie much hawked 
both in the Punjab and Sindh, and the Falcon exclueinly naed 
for t.bis purpoee is the Charl'ogll (Falco aacer, voL 1, p. 30). It 
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oceasionaUy baffles the Falcon by ejecting a horribly stinking 
fluid which besmears and spoils the plumage of tho hawk"; jU!t 

89, in Africa, ita congener is stated to behavo toward3 tho Sakr 
falcon. Adams states that it iii very destructive to young Ivheat 

fields in winter, eating the young shoots, but its clucf fow is 
Q-oubtless insecta of variou~ kinds. Tile fle!h is said to be ex ' 

ceedingly tender, and i! often so 10911ed Wlth fat, that skinj arc 
with difficulty dried and preserveu. 

This speoies is common in the bare stony plains of Affghnlllstan, 

wbere it is stat.cd to occur in packs of five or six together, to lIy 
he:l.vily, and for a short dlStance only, goon :lhg-hting Ilond runnjn~. 

and is there called iJu.1d'JOJ·. It also occ.ura 111 vo.riouli other 
parts of Asia, in Mesopotamia :lnd elsewherc; it. has been 

occasionally killed in Emope, anu one Sl'ccllnell was Khat in 
England in Lincolnshire, whil.h hau itl! eraw filleu With caterpil. 

lau, snails, and beetles. 
The egg of thu; specie!' proclm~d in Mesopolami:l, IS figured in a 

late volumo of the Illustrated P rocecdmgs of the Zoological Society. 

It is of the u~u9.1 color. 1/. ulldul4t~, the lIoubara. 01 Northern 

Africa u.nd Arabia is often killed til Spain, .lnu I.'J said to bc :l. gr~at 

delicacy. O. "ujicrola, A Smltll, perllllps bclOllgS to tbill gcnu~. 

Gen. Sn'lIt:oTWEl:!, Lesson. 

Syn. Comatitis, Ucichcnbach. 

Cluz.l'.-Bill moderately Ion:; and bl'O:ldish; lct::s lcngt.hencd, 
with a large portion of the tibia bare; in nuptial plumage the male 
wit.h more or less white wings, amI mo!tiy black plwnago, highly 

crested or lvith e:u~turi s, and, in some, thc breast IllulOcs greatly 
developed. FemalC$ larger than the males. 

This genus comprises the large Fiorikin of Beugal, and Ule lesscr 
Florikin of Southern India., called the Llk/l or Leek in the North. 

In both of these spcciC!, tbe hcn bird undergoes no change of 
colour at the vernal moult, but is considerably the larger and 
bea.vicr bird i whilst tho cock changcs to nearly all black:, and 

• crest or ear-tuft is developed. The down at thc base of the 

body·feathen ia. beautiful rosy-pink colour, and these are Y.ery 
looee1y Hi, coming oft' very readily. 
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838. Sypbeotides benga.lensis, GMELlN. 

Otis, t.pud GMELlN-BLYTU, Cat. 1540-0. delicio~l, GUY
B....umWICK'E, lll. lnd. ZooI. 1, pl. 61 and 62-0. Himalayan&, 
VIQORS-GOULD, Cent. IlHll. Birds, pl. 73,74,75-Chal'f'all, or 
Ckaraj , or Clw.ra:::, H .- called J)cWQ.f in the Nepal Terai. 

TIlE BENGAL FLOUIKIN. 

Ducr.-Male, in full breeding dress, has the whole head, which 
is very fully crested, neck, brcagt, and lower parts, with the thigb
coverts, deep glossy black; the plumes of the brea.st elongated, 
forming a full bl'cu",t-tuft, and the feathers of the neck in front 
alao lengthened; the back, with the scapul:lrB nnd the tertiariee, 
rump. and upper tall-coverts, rich olive buff, closely and minutely 
mottled with jet black zig-zag mnrkmg~, and a black dlUlh in the 
centre of each feather; !Shoul<lers, \'I·ing·eoverts, .::md qUllls, pwc 
white, with the tips, shafl~, and outer edges of the first three 
primaries only blaek; tilll bbck, minutely mottled WIth buE, and 
with a brond white tip 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath; irides brown; legs 
dingy pale yellowish; the knee-joint and the toes lh·id blue. 
Length 24. to 27 lne~es; extent 44 to 4.7; wing 14,; tail 7; 
ta:sus 6; bill at front 1 t; Weigllt 3! lbs. 

Tho female has the he:ld (which is modeTlltcly crested). aDd the 
whole UppCl I)lum:lge po,le fulvous, with black :lnd brown mot
tlingf', barrings and vermieulll.tlons; tho car-coverts arc whitish, 
and the neck is minutely dotted with dark lines; the primaries are 
bo.nded dark brown and fulvous Irides dull yellow; legs ditty 
yellow. Length 28 to 29 inches; extent 50. Weight 4 Ibs. 

Young birds aro probably at first colored like the females. 
Malell, in 'winter dress, (perhaps only the younger birds,) have the 
head, necle, /lIld wing-coverts as in thc female, the primaries white, 
add more ')r less of the lower plumage black:. as in one of Gould', 
figures. Many birds in this !tate of plumage are killed during 
tlle cold weather and even u late as July. I think it doubtful it 
yoUng male. M8lUIle thi.!l plumage the first year, and I am tn· 
clined \0 CODIider th&.t it 1& the winter dress of an aoept, pmbps, 
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very old malea. Perhaps males of the previous year do not 
assume the full breeding dress at the firet spring monlt; and it is 

possible that older birds may always retain it more or less, for in 
Februa.ry I have shot Cock-birds with the whole head and neck 

black, but the crest and pectoral plumes Dot developed, and the 
feathers or the neck thin and short, Hodg~on indeed asserts that 
the Cock bird always retains his fully adult livery, but that the crCb\' 

and breast-hackles, in their most entIre fll}ness, arc onlv assumed 

as a nuptial dress. I have not myself had" sufficieut op~)ortunities 
to decide on this point; but, judging from the allnlogy of the Likh 
Flol'ikill, I would be inclined to tlnnk that all, except perhaps very 

old birds, do lose part of this black plumage on tho neck and 

wing-coverts in an autumn moult; but that they assume this some
what irregularly in point of time. In these imperfectly colored 

birds, too, the back, upper tail-coverts, and tail Are lighter, with 

lesB black, and morc of a fulvous hue with brown markings 
Hodgson says that the sexes arc equal in size 1 hnve measured 

and weighed many lately, and invariably found the difference 
nearly as great as that mentioned above, and t1xe difference of 

colour in the irides of the two sexes lS appnrently constant. 
Analogy with the Likh Florikin would also suggest the inferiority 
in size of the male bird, whH.h is, however, more marked in that 

species. 
This fine bird is found throughout Lower Bengal north of the 

Ganges, extending to the south bank above the junction of the 
J umna, and thence spreading through the valley of the J umna into 
Rajpootana, the Cis-SutlcJ States, and parts of the Punjnub ; in the 

east it occurs in Dacca, Tipperah, SyUlet and Assam, and northwards 
to the foot of the Himalayas. It frequents large tracts of moderately 
hip;h grass, whether interspersed with bushes or otherwise, grass 
churrs on rivers, and occasionally cultivation, but it appears to be 
very capricious in its choice of ground, several often congregating 
in some spots to the exclusion of others that scemed cq,.Uy 
{uorable for it. From February to April it may be eee~s~iUcing 
about th~ thin gf&$B eady in the morning, and it is noti.oed to ,be 

;0(. found about newly burnt patches j or one o~ rr/s>re .1 be 

~..wiag1og fMir .ay &0 aome cllltivated sPQj..· a .P.ji~d, 
l':A&T. n. 4101 
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or Mustard field, to IDake ita morni.Dg repast j alter whWt it Iiet 
b.ck 10 tome thicker patch of gcua to re,t during the he.t or me 
da,.. BirdI, at this time, as well .. during the earlier part of the 
~, are usually found lingly, sometimes in pain, male and female 
llbt far distant from each other j or, .. stated previously. three Or 
four will be found in Borne favored spot. 

According to Hodgson, the Florikin is neither rnonogamoUl, nor 
polygamou!, but the flexes live apart at no great distance; and 
this appeal's to be very probable. The Florikin breeds frolll June 
to August. At this 86&80n the Cock-bird may be leeD rising 
perpendicularly into the air with a hurried Rapping of rus wings, 
~iorllillY2toppiDg for .. second or two,and then rising stillhigber, 
raisiDg hia crcat at the same time, and puffing out the reath'ell 
of his neck and breast, and afterwards dropping down to the 
ground, and he repeats thill manCEuvre several times successively, 
bumming, as Hodgson asserts, in a peculiar tone. Such females as 
happen to be near obey this saltatory ~ummons; a.nd. according to 

Hodgson, when a female approaches, he trails his wings, raises and 

spreads his tail, p.ummiog all the while like a Turkc!'·Cock. I 
have seen the Cock-bird performing this nuptial dance repeatedly, 
but ha-.e not witzlelled the subsequent eeremonials, which, however, 
aTe likely enough. 

At this time the hen Florikin is generally' to be found in lower 
ground and thicker grass, and is ilusbed with difficulty, running 
far. and almoit allowing herself to be walked over. She lays from 
two to four eggs, in some sequestered spot, well conceale~ in tbe 
grass, of a dull olivaceous tint, more or leIS blotched and coloured 
with dusky. Hodgson calls them sordid BtrammeoUl, minutely 
d.otted and more largely blotched and clouded with black; he ~ 
nates that the young remain. with their mother for neuly a~et.r; 
but I l(ll)k on this as doubtful. Two females are said not unfre· 
quently to bued near each 'other. 

The Bight of the Florikin i.e a steady, flapping flight:, of no gteat 
~I ad it eeldom flies very far before .lighting. It· is occa. 
1ioca1l,. haWbd with the &u and BAY"lJt. It. feeda chid,. on 
'tIi.ct (bod', IfUBhoppen, beltlea and c&~Uart, ba~ ril ., 
• ...u tiuriIi. ...... , .,....;ped ... & •• ; ... d H~' ~ , ' 
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IIproutli • seeds of various plants, and that their diet is chiefly 
~b~. This, however, is opposed both to my own experience, 
foJld the a:Q.&logy of the other members of this family. It occasion
ally, however, does eat sprouts and flowers of certam plants, but 
whether from choice, or taken in along with· some grasshopper 
or beetle, I cannot uy. 
~hen feeding, or on bare ground, the Florikin is shy and wary, 

and will often rise at some distance, but sooner or later takes refuge 
in a. thicker patch, and may be approached with eue i or it will 
elude the gunner altogether by running to some distance, or squat
ting. In the heat of the day it is generally flushed pretty close, even 
when the sportsman js on an elephant. In general, it is a silent 
bird, but if suddenly startled will rise with a shrill metallic chik-ohilc, 
occasionally repeated during its flight. The Florikin is highly 
esteemed for the table, being considered by Borne the most 
delicious game in the country i *e flesh is brown \vithout, with a 
layer of white within, juicy, and of a very high flavour. In 
some wstricts it is eagerly sought for by sportsmen, but is most 
frequently, perhaps, seen when tiger or large game are being 
hunted for with a long line of elephants, and consequently many 
escape being fired at. The churrs of the Burhampooter nver are 
said especially to abound with Florikin, even to upper Assam. Part. 
of Rungpore, Purneah, and Goruckpore, all afford fair Florikin 
l:lhooting, as do many portions of the N. W. Provinces, from Delhi 
to Rohilcund and Oude. 

839. Sypheotides auritus, LATHAM. 

Otis, apud LATHUI-JARD. and SELBY, Ill. Om. pI. 40,92-
Be~, Voy. au Ind. Orient. Zool., pl. lO-JilRDON, D1. Ind. 
011;1. pL S3.-BLUH, Cat. 1542-0. (ulva, SYKES, Cat. ~67-
JZ1.DON, Cat. 282-Charaz or Cllaras: H. in the South of IDdia
a~1flla cha"~t H. il). !lome parts-Likh, H. in Hindoostan- Tan-mor, 
Mabr . .-.J(GIloftOfll. Can.-Niala nimili, Tcl., the last three ~ea 
~~~Q~,~fo~l-W",.,.agu koli., Tam.-KllartilA.r, or ~~ 
~"")lh~", .. eo, Graes-~dge-vulgo, Gw ka "...,.,ki, 
~~~'F_ 
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TIlE LESSEB FL01UKIR • 

.Dt.cr.-Male, in fa.ll breeding plumage, with the h~ aeck, ear-. 
tuf~ 'medial wmg-coverts, and the wbole lower plumage dup blae.k, 

the chin alone being white; lower part of the hind neck aDd I. 

luge patch on the wing white, the rest of the plumage fulvulU, 

beautifully amI closely mottled wi~h dark. brown; the 6rst three 
primaries plain dusky brown, the remainder both barred and 
mottled with brown. The down at the base of all the fet.then: 
is a beautiful. pale dull rOlle-colour, and the quills, when ire6bly 

moulted, have a beautiful 'bloom, mingled pink and green, which 

however 800n io.dell. The ear-tufta are about 4 inches long, and 
ham ll!1ually throe feQth~t'8 on each bide; with the shaft bare, and 
• small oval weh at the tip, curving upwa.rda. The primariea are 

much acuminated, sometimes ending in .. point aImod as nne AIJ a 
aeedlc. 

Bill dusky above, the edges of the upper, and all the 1f)'VeI 
mandible yellowish; irides pale yellow, clouded with dusky; legs 
dirty whitish yellow. Length 18 to 19 inches; wing 8; tAil 4; 
bill at front. lin; tt.r8U9 barely 4. Weight 16 to 18 OZ!. 

The female bas the prevalent tone of her plumage pale fulvous
yellow, the featben of the head, back, wings, and tail, clouded 

ad barred with deep brown, thole on the bead mostly brown; the 
fore-neck with two irregular interrupted lltreaks, inoreaaing on the 
lower nook and breast, the lower plumage thence being unspotted 
and albescent; the hind neck is finely spccklod with brown; the 
ehin and throat white; the nI'!t three primariea, u in the male, UD

epotted brown; wing-coverts wit.b only a few bal'll ; uillariea brown. 
Bill. legB. and irides as in the male, IJut the irides generally 

unclouded yellow. Length 19 to 21 inches i wing 91; tail nearly 
5; bill at front Ii; tarsus 4i. Weight 20 to 24 oza. 

The m~ in ",intor dress, olosely resembles the f~male, but ha:s 
alwaY' 5Qme white on the !houlder of the wing; and sorne of the 
wing~l8ri.a also partiail)' white. die under ~Dg-cOVflrta being dA1'k 
1:IroWD, whiltt. m the fem.ale they are fulyous. Qf ooune d.eriag 
1M wma1 &Ild .utumnal m<Kllu, male birda wi&b every . ~ 
<If '6olodt .. i1I-b ..... _. u.I ..... ef 11>_ ... igari4. iBJIIo 
.. ,on'.';'..,....., ••. Ii. ~'. y.,.... 'Dot .... 
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enca between the size of the male and female is much more nlv.rked 
in this sp~e! than in the last 

Franklin IlDd Sykes having, in their re8pective Cataloguea, pro
nounced the common Florikin of Centra.l and Southern Indio. 
distinct from the Block. Florikin, ] entt!red at Borne length in my 
O.lltaloguc, And also in my Illu~tra.tions, into this subj ect, and from 
the latter work 1 extract' the following observn.tions :-

"My reasons for believing the Biack and the common Florikin 
to be one and the same bird, mlly be here briefly rocapitulated. 

htly. "All Buuk f'loriktn hitherto examined have been male birds. 
2ndly. "The Black Flordcill agrees exactly in ~i.!le, and COlJl

parative dimensions, with the male of the (ommOlt FloriJ..;in, a1> 

described fully by Colonel Syk.es, but morc especitt.l.ly in the 
length of wing. and acamination of the primary quill!, the points 
insisted on hy him, :lnd mo~t correctly 80, as tho e8~ential pointll 
of diiference from the female. 

3rd1!J. "Some black feathers are in general to be found on every 
Cock.bird, not however always noticeable till the feathers of the 
abdomen are pulled uide; and this motthng with black varies 
from a feather or two to so many that the bird would he consi· 
dered by eportemen a lJlack Fwrikin, 

4thly. " I have watched the progressive change in birds at Jalnah, 
where a few couple always remain and breed, from the garb of tlle 
female to the perfect Black Jt'loriki:n, and hock agaiIl from this tho! 
nuptial plumage, to the more sober li\'ery or the rest of the yoar. 

5tMy. "I have seen morc than one specimen of the cock.bird 
in the ueua] grey plumage, which, born Borne cause or other, had 
Dot as usual dropped the long ear·featlJers, but these had, in cou
formity with the change III the eystem causing tlJi~ alteration of 
plumage, become white 

.. These reasott! will, I trust, be conSIdered sufficient to convince 
the moet sceptical eportsmen of thc identity of the common and 
Bll.ck /i~. Other testimony migllt <be brought fOMf'ard in 
H.ll'POIt. but I shan only cite that of Lieut. Foljambes. in • brief 
fiapflr in the JOUmN of the Aaatic Society of Bengal, .. bo"from 
...... diooI' ill ~ where they appear -vtsry DUJlleIOue, ' 1t&teI 

it~\is Wief'tJaIit they are ,the .... bird, h.to.at thI! B1Iclc oae 
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1S only met ~th in Guzerat during the mOD8oon, which, as we shall 
soon see, is the breeding season." 

The ~ or Lesser Florikin is found throughout In~&J from 
near the loot of the Himalayas to the Southernmost districts, 
but has not, I believe, been seen in Ceylon. It is more rlU'e 
in Northern India and Bengal, but has been killed even in 
Arrakan. It is most abundant in Centra.l,.! Western India during 
the rains, and in Southern India in the cold weather, whilst those 
tha.t have occurred in Benga.! and neighbouring districts have 
chiefly been seen in the hot weather or commencement of the 
rains. I saw it on the banks of the Ganges in April and May, 
and know of its having been occasionally killed in Purneah in 1\1ay 
and June. In the Carnatic, Mysore, the Decca.n, and Nofthern 

Circare, it is chiefiy found in the cold weather, from October to 
February and March; and in the westernmost portion of Central 
India and Western India, Guzerat, the neighbourhood of Malwah 

and Indore, and the southernmost portion of Rajpootana, chiefly 
during the rains, from Junc to September. The few that I saw in 
Saugor and the neighbouring country, occurred during the hot 
weather, at which time they leave the dried-up districts of Southern 
India, and migrate north in search of suitable shelter and food. 
As great part of the eastern portion of Central India, from the 
Gode.v~ry to Midnapore and Chota Nagpore, consists more or less 
of forest aud jungles, the majority are drawn westwards into 
Malwah, Rajpootana. and Guzerat. Few Qccur in Malabar, but in 
Southcm Canara there i@ a.t least one locality where they may be 
found in the cold weather. 

II The lesser ]i lorildn frequents long grass in preference to ILDY 
other shelter. It is, however, often to be met with in grain ii~l~ 
in field8 Qf Cotton and Dholl, and in the Carnatic so mucP io 
those of the grain called WarragoCl, as to bl! called in 'l'1UIl~1 
lVtm'agoo holte, or WQf'ragoo Fowl. It feeds chi~fly in the 
morning, and is then ew'ily r~ised, 'but during the heat of t.he -d~ 
it li~a -rerJ clo8e, and is often flushed with dimeulty. I ha~~ 
ku:wn an ~ce of one being killed by a horae IJ$epP¥l Qn,'it. 
N~ .... and then a1l ex~ "fiIary one is met with. 'whiGh .r1P,ia 
~ & ~ .~oe" aad' tak~ wing .. eJi OIlt ~~' ,"'-
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..,ldking of running it raises its tail, as is reprel';!nted on the 
drawing. the lateral feathers diverging downwards, whilst those of 

the centre are the most elevated, as is seen in domestic fowls, &o.~ 
forming what SwainsoD calls an erect or compressed tail. The 
chief food of the Floriki7l is grasshoppers. I have found also 

blister beetles, (M!Jlah~ &aralxBi, centipedes, and even small 
lizards. 'When flushed suddenly it utters a kind of sharp • quirk,' 

or note of alarm, and it is said also to have a feeble plaintive 
chirp or piping note, \vhen running or feeding. Its fle.h is very 
delicate, and of excellent flavour, and it is the most esteemed here, 

of all the game birds Its pursuit is consequently Il favorite ~port, 
and £w>m the open nature of the ground it frequents, it is well 
adapted for being hawked. I have killed it occasionally with the 
Lugguf', but generally with the Shaltee", and have already given 

an account of thc manner of hunLing it Should the Shaheell, 
miss her first stoop, I have seen the Flnri/cin accelerate its Apeed so 
greatly, that the falcon was unable to come up ,\ith it again under 

600 yards or so I have seen one struck dead by tho Wa/chub, 
Aq"ila Vmdhiana j I had slipped a Lllggur at it, which was in 
hot pursuit, though at some little distance behind, when two of 
these Eagles came down from a vast height, anrl joine,l in the 

chase. One of them made a headlong swoop at it, which the 
Fioria'i most skilfully avoided, only however to fall a victim to 
the talons of the other, which stooped almost immediately after its 

~nrederate, and dashed the poor bird hfeless to the gro\1Ild. It 
had noi, however, time to pick it up, fllr I rode up, !lnd the Eaglcs 
soared off most unwi1lin~ly, and circled in the air long above 
me. The F/(Jril.:in had its back laid open the whole length."· 

A few birds appear to breed in an parts of Southern Indll4 
from J~ly to November, fOT I have put the hen bird off her ne8~ 

it! August in the Deccan, an~ in October near Triehinopoly; I1I1d 
have heard of the hen having been fOUlld incubating still later, lip 
to January indeed; but the majority breed; in Guzerat, Malwa 
ud "Southern RajpootaDll, from .July to September. I have 
(()~ the cock-bird flommencinp; to assutq~ the black plumage at 

;; ? t • 

Jerdon'. nL Iud. Om. I e. 
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the end of .April, and hllVO killed them with the bl6ck eat-t.f. 
jUlt beginuil1 g to sprout. hardly any other black Ceathen having 
appeared. In other instance! I have noticod ,ha~ the8e ear-tuCu 

did not make their appearance till the bird was quite mottled with 
bl.de. The Cull and p~rfect breeding plumage is generally com
pleted during July llnd August. At this BeBBon the male bird 

generally tako! up a po~ition on some rising ground, from which 
it wanders but little, for many dlly! even; lind Juring the morning 

elpeciall" but in cloudy weather at aU times of the day, every now 

and then riles a few feet perpendicularly into the air, uUering 
at the ,allle time a peculiar low croaking CIlU, more like that 
of a frog or erieL:ct than that of a bird, lind then drops down.again. 
This is probably intended to attmet the females, who, before their 

eggs Dre laid, wander greatly; or perhnps to summon a rival rock, 
for I have seen two in such desperate fight as to allow me to 
approach within thirty yards before they ceased tht'ir battle 

Thtl fcmale lays her el!gs in some tliic!k pateh of grass, four or five 
in number, (one writer says scven) of flo dark olive colour, 'll""ith or 

without a few darker blotches, of a "Vcry thick stunted, ovoid 

ftltm, very obtuse at the larger end During this season the 
female. are very MlY and wary. seldom rising. though otten run
ning great distances; and wben olosely approa.ched and unable to 

run further perhaps without being seen, squatting so close as to 

allow a man or dog almost to tread on ,bern before they take flight. 
1 have never put up or tueu flo young Florik..in. Soon after in~u

bauon has hitly commenced, the cock-birdp a.ppear to leave the 
br~ng district, and gradually migrate southwards_ At Trichina

poly about 'he end ot September and beginnillg of October, the 
birds Grst met with are all cock-birda, generaU, in pretty fair 
plumage, but very rapidly auuming their more . ober "Winter gr.rb; 

and females are very rare till much later in the sea~n. 
The Lesser Florik-in is occasionally sulLled and brough* in 

aliTe by ",me bird-catchers, bu~ the gan iI had retort to in 
~rat 100 proeare it. It is invariably ea11ed ~ by aU 
JCn",!1~ i ... Southern l-pdia, although Mr. Hbgdlon ..... 

IIao& I h04 ... rij;ht to apply t.Iw .... .. . is, wi I J;.o .. 
ao£ yet learnt in "ba~ pcticnlat dietricu·· it is called 1JJi, 
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most probably in.the N. W. Provinces. I have not been able~ to 
trace the origin of the Anglo-Indian word' Florikin,' but was O1lce 
informed that the little Bustard of Europe was sometimes called 
Fla:ndernn. Latham gives the word I Flercher' as an English naxnet 

and this, apparently, has the same origin as Florikin. 
The small Bustard of Europe, Otis tetro:c, L., now classed as 

Tetra:c campestri8, is stated to have occurred in the Peshawur valley; 
but as I have not seen a specimen from that locality, nor heard 
of one having been examined, I shall only give a brief description 
of the species here, without enumerating it as one of the I Birde of 
India.' The bill and legs are short, the male has the usual mottled 
brown plumage above, the wing-coverts and the base of the 
primaries white, the rest of the primaries greyish-black, and the 
secondaries patched black and white; the tail with two dark crOS8-
bars, and the tip and base white; checks, ear-coverts, and neck 
bluish-grey, edged with black, and below this a white ring in the 
form of a necklace all round the neck. Length 17 inches; wing 
9f. The female has less white than the male, wants the white ring, 
and the neck is coloured like the back. In winter the males are 
sa.i.d to resemble females. This small Bustard, or what in India 
would be called a Florikin, occurs throughout Central and Western 
Asia, and North Africa, and is said at times to be gregarious. 
It is stated to frequent open plains, and to feed chiefly on vegetable 
matter. 

Africa appears to be the Head Quarters of the Bustard family, 
and there are several fOrIns peculiar to that Continent. whence 
some spread into Arabia.. Otis rhaad, Shaw, O. cmruZe,un, .. 
Vieill., (VeN'atuii, A. Smith), and O. 8colopacea, Temminck, 
(Vigor~i, Smith). are classed by Bonaparte under T'I'acheZotil, 
Reichenbach; and O. afra, Linn., and O. afroides, Smith, are 
placed under Aj".otis, Bonaparte. The last two Bustards, (if really 
distinct from ea.ch other) have quite the ooloration of the 
~ group; Nld the same remark applies to O. ,.luuzd. 

oq. ,~, Vieillot., (,.haad apud Rtippell) and O. mslaM
fAI*r, B~ppeU, 'are pl.aoed under LiaBOn., Reich. The latter 
_ .. '~ ~e pluGlage of a SyphtJotidu in Don.b~eediag 
' .... : Pe~ frOm & W&IIt of knowledge or t1l~ nhang,, 'of' pIli-

ttAD n. 4 l[ 
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mage of tbeie bird.! lOme of the above species will require to be 
withdrawn. 

The next great group is tnat of the Plovers, but Bome of the 
fonu usually a.6S0ciated with these birds, and popularly called 
Ploven, are 80 distinct as to require their distribution into three 
difFerent families, Ourloridtr., or COllrier-plovers j Glareolid«, or 
Swallow-ploverll; and CharadridO!, or Plovetll and Lapwings. 

Fam. CUBSonlD£ 

CUrIOMnDJ, Gray. 
Tam elevated; bill somewhat slender; three toes only Plumage 

hrown and rufous. Found in the warmer and temperate parts of 
the Old World. 

Courier-plovers resemble Bustard! in their anatomy. having a 
large membranous stomach and sbort intestines, but they are of 
mall size and do not change their plumage at the breeding season. 
Representatives of two genera are founu in India. 

Gen. C0R80BIU8, Latham. 

S,n. TcchybomlU, Illiger. 
CAu.-Bill moderately long, slender, sligbtly arched through

out and bent at the . tip; nostrils oval, not pla.ced in a groove; 
wince moderate, the first and second quills longest; tail sbort, 
even, of twelve feathers; tarsi long and slender, scutell&tcld; 
lateral toes short, divided to the base; nails small. 

The Courier-plovere form a small group distributed over the 
Old World to the Indian islands, frequenting bare plains on which 
they run freely; they feed almost entirely on coleoptera and other 
iueot.I. One 'pecies is peculiar to India. Gray makea them • 
tub-Camily of the Plovers, but the distinctive pointe oC ~ 
.my make it desirable to separate them. De.gland eTcm 
pIooeo 1I:"',.&mong the Otit ..... 

840. OursoriUl coroma.ndeliCUl, GIOLUI. 
Cbandriua. apud GKUDf-BLTlIl, CaL. 15"5-SYXU, CM. 

toI-J'UDOK, Cal. 311.-C. aaiaticua. LA.:rlUJl-TachydroaUi 
_ 'alii, SW __ 1floi,;, B.- t ..... ~ To!.. aIoo n.-
..,.,ToI. 



TmI INDIAN COURIER PLanJt:. 
Delcr.-Top of bead bright ferruginous; tores, continued through 

the eye to nape, black, and a white eyebrow; upper plumage pale 
IIBhy or isabella. brown; quills and primary.cov6rtll black; chiD 
white; neck snd breast pale isa.bella. rufous, deepening on the ab
domen to chesnut. and terminating in to black. bar on the middle 
of the belly; lower abdomen, vent, and undor tail-coverts white. 

Bill black; irides deep brown; tarsus creamy white. Length 9 to 

10 inches; exteD~ 19; wing 6; hi! 21 ; tarsus 21 ; bill at front ,. 

The Courier-plover is founel throughout the greater part of 

I ndia; it is unknown in lower Bengal aid tho Malabar Coast. it rare 
in uppoc Bengal and Behar, BDII very abundant iD the Deccu and 

Western India. It a@90ciatel3 in srnall flocks. frequenting the 
barest plains and ploughed hnds, and is very abundant on the 

Cavalry parade ground at Jaln ]. It runs about rapidly, nodding 
its head occasionally when it lItopS', and picks up various insects, 
chiefly coleoptera and the 11lrvfC of certain gr&Sshoppers. Burgesa 

states correct1y that it ha.~ the peculiar habit of running for a 
distance at speed, suddenly stopping, erecting the body, and then 

starting off again. 
It breeds oil (l. hollow in th~ glound, from March to May, laying 

usually three eggs, of a pale greenish yellow colour, much. 
blotched and spotted WIth black, and with a few dusky olive 
spots. It is rather a. silent bird. The eggs of the European bird 

have been figured in the' Ibis' vol. I , pl. 2; they are said to be 
always three in number, plover-like, with numerous minute red 
'pots on a greenish ground. 

Mr. Blyth writes me that C. l~abellinu~ apud Honfield is Cha-
Nd"", 'OeredU6, Gould. . 

Other species aTe Curum.u, gallicus, Gmel., (uaInUinuI, Meyer). 
the cream-colored Courier, found in Africa and the South or 
Europe, and occaaionally met with in England; two or three o,he.rt 
From Africa, and one from the .Indian islands, C. Nlf"', figured. 
by Gould in his Ic~. Avinm. 

Gen. RlmiOPTILU8. StricklAnd. 
Stu. Jl~1M,Blyth-CW~, Reieh.-~ILllr. 

IJ-ocFa 
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CAar.-Billlhoner and more robuet than in Ou,,~, IItraight, 
the tip Ilightly widened and curved; feathers of the foniliead 

advuoed; orbits feathered; 2nd ILDd 3rd primaries sub-equal atld 
~eat; tanus long. scutellate, feet short, the outer toe joined by 
.. 01>. 

Tbia form combines the large eye and somewhat the colourll of 
JOllIe of the true Plovers. especially of the Dottrels, with the 

lengthened lege and general structure of the Courier-plovers. It 

is composed of one Indian and two or three African IIpeoies, one of 
which, Cur80riIJIl chaicl)ptt1'U8, Temm., (subsequently separated &8 

Cltakoptcnu) nearly agrees in character with the Indian bird; the 

other specic!. C. oicillctull, beiog said by Bonaparte to approximate 
Cw-8tniUl. As far as is known of their ha.bits from the Indian 

bird, they may be said to be a mountain forlD of CU"8oriull, fre
quenting rocky hills with thin jungle. 

841. Rhinoptilus bitorquatus, JERDON. 

Blyth, J . A. S., XVII. 254-R. blcinct:us spud BONAPARTE, 
(olim)-..4datri Uluta-titti, Tel., i. t., Junglc empty-purse. 

TIlE DOUDLE-DAND"ED PWVES. 

Dut't'.-Above sandy brown with a faint pink gloss, the dorsal 

feathers slightly me.rgincd with I usty brown,· and the wing-coverts 
more ooll8picuously with pale rufescent j crowu of the head black 

"it.h I'IlJIty lateral margins to the feathers; a broad white super· 
cilium, oommoncing with the lares, is continued round the ooeiput.. 
pd there is a le98 defined (but equally conspicuous) ,ruieeocnt 
.. hite atreak along the mesialli.ne ot the head; cat·caverta streaked 
dntky,e.nd ferruginous ; throat white, with a broad ruFous band 
Wo,!", it i t.his is bordered by a narrow white semi-oollar. continued 
to.bolow Ule ear-coverts and narrowly edged above and belo .... with 
dU!ky, then follow. a broad brown gorget, and another white 
collar, margined above &rid below with du&ky; thi. again it 
suooeeded by brown, forming an ill·defined baud On dae lower 
~ or ute ~ aiid the l'e$t of tht lower parts are isabellintl, 
_ " il."r \,Piforioa I";'" WI."",.",; pi!.....; .. and . ...., 
cmerw black, tile 1lr&t two primariet largely ILtld abliquel:r~elI 



with white, which is reduced to a large sub-tenninal spot on the 
inner web of the third primary, and a small analogoUII .pot (IQ 

the fourth j tail white at base, extending for two-thirds of the 
length of the exterior web of its outermost leather; the umninll 
halt of the tail black, passing bually into brown, and all but the 
midd1e feather. having a lillian white spot at the extremity of 
their inner webs. 

Bill yellow at the bue, horny at the tlp; irides dark: bro1t1l; 
legs pale fleshy yellow Length 91- to 10 inches; wing 6f ; tail 3; 
tarsus 2j; middle toe with nail.not 1; outer toe barely i; bill 
at front f. 

This reroatk:able Plover haa hitherto, I believe. only been 
procured by myself, from the hilly country above the Easrern Ghtta, 
off NeUore, and in Cuddapah. It frequents rocky and undulating 
ground with thin forest jungle, and is founu in 8maU parties, not 
very noisy, but occasionally uttering a plamtive cty. I believe it 
10 be a permanent resident. It is an almost unique instanco of a 
species of Plover haVing such an extremely limited- geographical 
distribution; and I imagine that hereafter it will be found spread 
through many PlUts of the Balaghat district and Myeore. Blyth 
writes me that HemerodrOfflW ci"ctIlS, recent! y figured in the Ibis, 
vol. V., is certainly of the same genus as this bird. It appears 
to be the young of one'of the other African species. 

Gray and Bonap&rtc place in this family Charodrjul mrJYptilU of 
Linneus under the name of Pluuioltu6, Vieill.; and a .ome"h.t 
rem&rkable form, Onophilus to/4niro.trn, from Australia. The 
fonner hu been killed in Europe, a.nd is said by Degland to be 
intermediate between the Couriers and the true Plovers, It has 
the middle toe with the claw dilated and finely toothed internally. 
thus resembling the Pratincolee, It is 8upposed to be lobe 
Trochiltu of HerOdotus. said by him to take leeche! and other 
ptne.iti~ animals out or the mouths of Cro(lo~a. 

Fam. GLABiIlOLlDE, Swallow-plovers. 
BiU. ~ arc.1:IOO; gape very large; wiags 10118; 

or foISed; ..,.. .-h_ .hori, reticulated; hiad .. 
....n. 
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The PrMincolei, as they are 6OmetJ.me, called, are a peculiar 
group of birds which Curier placed at the end of the Grallatorea 
II 'illc~ ,edu.' Their anatomy and elpecially the form of 
the lIoenlum ally t.hem to the Plo~crs, of which they are oonsidered 
• tub-family by Gray; but they appear lIufficiently distinct in 
their external characters, organisation and habits to 8eparate them 
as a family. Linnmw placed them with the Swallows, which they 
re.emble by their wide gape, short bill, and t.he forked tail of 
many; and Blytb even approximates them to Caprimulgtu. The 
analogies to the CaprimulgidOJ are certainly curious. The wide 
gape, ebort curved bill, the similar 8eutation of the foot, with the 
back ~ Nightly directed iuwards. and the middle claw somewhat 
pectinated; its mode or llight, Berni-nocturnal habits, and hawking 
for insecta i.n the air all correspond with the night-hawks, and it 
will be an interesting problem for some future Darwinian to trace 
out the order of progression, a.nd show the significance of these 
mark! The sternum is thnt or the Charadridar, with a double 
emargination. the tongue is broad and fiat, with a thin serrated 
tip. and the stomach is strong and mUlIcular. Keyserling and 

Bluius join the Pratinceles with the Couner-plovers to form one 
family. They are called Sea·partridges by the French from some 
fancied rewnblance to a Gallinaceous bird. They eeek their 
inaect food chiefly in the air ... but they also run well. They 
IIl'e .tated to have a double moult, but do not change the colours 
of their plumage. They are found in all the warmer and temperate 
c:ountriea of the Old WorId. 

GeD. GLABIilOLA, Briason. 

~1'" p,. .... "'I4. 
Cb.-Bill short, connJ:, arched from the middle; gape Vety 

deeply cleft; 1l00trila baul, oblique, aemi.tubula.r; willgt narrow, 
very long and pointed, with the fuat quill loop ; tail abort and 
~ or long and forked; u.ni moderate, reticulated, eleader; four 

,toM; &he outer toe wted at the hu& to the ' middle ODe Ly .. 
...... :web; 0IiddI0 cla .. poctiuatod; biod ... uo, ~ .. 
....,..a, IIIiIa poiotod. 
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Two species oceur in India, the ODe with a longiab forked tail, 
of the same type as G. torquato, of Southern Europe ; the other 
with Ii short and nearly even tail 

With forked tail, restricted GlartOla apud Gray. 

842. Glareola orientaJis, LEACH. 

Lin. Tr. XIII. 132, with bad figure-BLYTH, Cat. 1543-
G. torquata apud JERDON, Cat. 370-GOULD, Birds of Auatnilia 
VI., pI. 23? 

TnE LARGE SWALLOW-PLOVER. 

D88cr.-Uppcr plumage, inciuding the head, pale hair-brown; 
orbits white beneath, feathered; quills blackish, the ·!lhaft of 1st 
primary white externally; upper tail·coverts white; tail with the 
feather~ white at their base, broadly tipped with blackish brown; 
beneath, the chin and throat rufous, lItl'rrounded by a black: line 
from the gape, below this the hreaat and abdomen are rufou8 
earthy, passing into white on the lower abdomen. vent. and under 
tail-coverts; axillaries and posterior portion of the under-.wing 
coverts chesnut. 

Bill black. gape red; feet dusky blo.ek; irides dark brown. 
Length 10 inches; extcnt 24 j wing 7,; tail 4,. forked for a.bout 
1 iDch; bill at gape nearly 1; tarsus Ii. The young are 8po~d 
with pale fulvous. 

Thi! large Swallow-plover nearly resembles G. ttmjUata of 
Elll"ope. but differs conspicuously by its much leu forked tail. 
in tbie O-pproaching G. limbata, Strick!., of Africa. The figure of 
Gould quoted above has the throat fulvou~ white with blaclWh 
spots, and probably represents a distinct species. 

The large Swallow-plover is found throughout India in suit-
able place!!, but chiefly in the cold wcather, aDd I am Dot aware 
if it breeda in this coUlltry. It i. generally found near large 
ri'Vel'll, oocuiODally in very large flocks. hawking OV\1r the fielda 
of graia or I1lmtWut of graM, catching inllects in the air, and 
.aomotimee utteriDg ita pooulW: call when flying. Now and then 
~:~ may be teeD, IGDg alter aunJet, flying toWld ud 
...,.q _ ...n lIeId or .w.;_ paiob, p ...... S IOOIbo or 
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boetlet, .ad noy and then alighting on the ground. In the 
middle of the day, "t may be seen semd in large flocks at ihe 
edge of lOme tank, or on a sand-ba.nk. in the river. It is quite 
powble that some few may breed in Northern India, but the 
majority probably migrate to Thibet and central Asia. I saw Qne 
pair of these birds 118 early as July in upper Bunnah. 

The nearly allied Gla'l"eola p'I"atincolti is found in Southern and 
Eaatern Europe, Western Asia, and Northern Africa. G. mtlanop· 
tera, Nordmann, dUfering in its black lower wing-coverts, iB found 
in Ta:rtary and other parts of Central Asia, and has been killed 
in Greece. It is figured by Gould in his Birds of Asia, pt. II. , pl. 
15, and might occur as a Iltragglp.r in the N. W. Provinces. Two 
or three others from Africa are recorded. 

With shorter and even tail, GalachrY8ia, Bonap. 

843. Glareola lacte., TEMMINCK. 

PI. col. 399-BLYl'H, Cat. 1544-G. orientalis apud JERDON, 

Cat. 369-Utteran in Sindh. 

THE S"LU.L SWALLOW-l'LOVER. 

De,cr.-Upper plumage pale brov.nish isabella colour; upper 
tail·coverts white; tail white, tipped with dark brown for about one 
ineh on the centre fcathers, diminishing to II. quarter of an inch on 
the outer ones; primarie8 bro.... the first four conspicu~us1y 
white marted j the inner web white on the last four or five; 
8econdaries all white, tipped with brown; winglet da:rk. brown; 
chin, throa.t, and breast pale isabella oo}our; belly and under 
tail-oovert.e white; axillaries and lower wing-covel't8 deep bMWl1. 

Bill black. the gape red posteriorly; feathered orbite white; 
i,rid.ea deep brown; legs duBky green. Length 61 inche.; eXtent 16,. wing 61; tail j; bill at gape fi; tarsus H. 
Tb~ amalI Swallo".plovel' OOClU'll throughout the greater part of 
~ oountry, and is '!Iery abundant in aome localitiet. especially Mat 
~ liTera. Now and t.hen~ge pattielare seenhawklngover the 
~ aDd &elda, hilt it prer~ b\Ulting up and down tho b&ob of 

zin,n, ••• ~1 ehImo, wi by la<g<> ...u.lnl~eali"" WHzeJho1 
~i .... ~ mal be ..... ''''1evODiojj Jtei """'* Iokiog 
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• long flight in a certain direction, capturing various Ineects u 
they fly. They live entiJ:ely on ineect!l whtch they capturo in 
the air, in many cases coieoptcrL Several which 1 c:,uunmed had 
partaken only of a specie8 of Cicinthla. 

I found them breeding at Thyctmyo in upper Burm&h, with the 
young just flown in May; and ?trr. Brooks, Civil Engineer, Mina
pore, infonns me that be found dlcir nests in a large sandy Mutt 
ncar Minaporc. The parcnts endeavoured to entice him away 

from their ncsts jun like a Plover. The egg~ are palo stone 
colour, with numerous sronn reddish-brown and a lew dull purplish 

spots. 
Another specie! of thi8 divi~ion ill recorded from Africa, G. 

cintrea, Fraser 
G. !1t'allana, T., (G. ;.abella, V.,) from Au~tralill. has enormously 

long wings and a short even ta.il, IUld i:I separated as SM/uz, 
Bouap. 

Fam. CUAUADIUD..£, Plovers. 

Bill straight, stout, a.nd moderately thick in !lome, slendC'r in a 
few, more or IC811 raised and slVollen a.t the tip; nostlih placed in 
a long groove; wing~ moderately long. and pointed; tall usually 
short; tarsi long, reticulated in most, or 8cutellate ncar the feet 
only; toel'! usually short, connected at the base by a membrane; 
hind toe minute or wanting. .. 

The gape in the Ploveu is small; the gizzard is large and 
muscular; and they have moderately long creca. Tho fissure in 
the sternum is very wide throughout. 

Plovers are morc or IC9! gregarious birds that feed on bare 
Jllilins, ploughed lands, mOOfS and wilds, or wet meadow land i a 
few pre£erring the banke of l'ivt'TllI, sand-banb, or the edges of 
lanu They run quickly, feed ali:no!t entirely on insecu and 
woxm .. and the Hight of most is easy or rapid. Many are migra. 
tory f others appear to be re~ident in the warm and temperate 
regiotl8 of the Old World . . Their ep;gs are usually (001 in numbtr. 
geurally of a It.GD6-yellOW or gTeeD colour, richl,. blotched. 

~~1 are Vfllry noisy birds. IIld have a peculiar .~rill or plaimive 
1",1llr "n. .. L 
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cry. Nidificating, as they do, on somewhat open ground, their 
young are very lIable to be taken, and the parent birds feign lame
ness" and adopt every sort of man<l'uvre to entice thc supposed 
enemy aw_y from their offspring. Most have a double moult, 
and in some the change of plumage is very great. All are good 
and wholesome eating, and some are not surpassed by many game 

bird.. The eggs too, in various countries, are considered a great 
delicacy. 

Plovers differ considerably from Snipes and Sandpipers, with 
which they are associated by some, in their shorter, stronger 
and harder bill, adapted for seizing insects and small shells off 
the surface of t.he grr'IUnd, and not for insertlOn into the soft 
mud, as they seldom or nev~r enter even shallow water@, 
most of them preferring dry ground. They have also 0. generally 
I'tt)uter and more robust make, several have the face nude, or 
with lappets of skin at the base of the bIll, and a few are armed 
with strong !tpnrs on the shouldel of the wings. In their anatomy 
they resemble the Scolopacidd!, having a strong muscular gizzard, 
long intestines, and short or moderate cmca 

Plovers may be divided Into Cltaradrill(J!, or true Plovers, con
taining the Golden and Ringed-plovers; Va7ttillin(J!, or Lapwings; 
and E8acin(£ or Stone-plovers; the first, grade into the Coul'ier
plovers through the Dottrel; and the last are nearly related to 
Bome of the next family, the Hcz¥latopodid(J!. 

Sull-fam. CnARADRIN.£-Plovers. 

Bill short, somewhat weak, slightly enlarged above a.t the tip i 
tarsi sherter than in the next two families, aitd more reticulated ; 
wings long and much pointed, 1st quill usually longest; tail bhort, 

nearly even; hind toe generally wanting. . 
The true Plovers are mostly birds of small size, and more gre

garious generally than the Lapwings, have a speedier ftight, and 
the change of plumage at the spring moult is great in many. 
lOme or th~rn. becoming as black as the Florikin, others lWuming 
a \UGre or less rufous tinge on parts of the body. 

The first gen~ is distinguished from the othere by haviDg • 
.u.ute bind, toe. 
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Gen. SQUATAllOLA, Cu\·ier. 

Char.-Bill enlat'ged at th,e tip, both abo'\'e and belo\v; nual 
groove short; 8 very minute hind toe present, provided with a 
rudimentary claw; otherwise as ill Charadriua. 

This genu! differs from Cha1adriua only in possessing a rlldimen
ta.ry hind toe and claw, and the colours and chlLnges it undergoes 
at the spring moult are qUite similar Gray in hi9 List of GeuNa 
places this genu~ among the Lapwmgs, far from its natural place. 

844. Bquat&rola Helvetica, GMELIN. 

Tnnga, apud GMELIN-T. squatarola, LINNA1.Us-BLYTIJ, Cat. 
15M-GOULD, Birds of Europe, pl. 230-Burra battan., H. 

TIlE GRl':Y PLOVEIt 

Desc" -In winter plumage, forehead and chin white; !treak: 
over the eyes, forepart of the neck, sides of the breast and 
flanks, white, vllrlCgated wllh spots of brown and ash colour; 
hend and aU the upper paTh of th(' body dusky brown, the 
feathe18 edged nnd tipped wlth gleYlsh whlto; b~lly, abdomeu, 

thighs and IIpper tall-coverts, pure wlllte; beneath tbe 'Wmg 
lome long black fcathcrs arisin~ from the axilla; tail white, 
towards the tip reddish, with transverse brown bars which become 
paler and JellS numerous on the lateral feathers. 

'Bill black; hides dusky bro'!'n; feet blackillh grey. Length 

12 inclie;!l or so; wing 8; tall 3t; blll at front It j WIIUI 2; 
mid toe 11. 

In' summer plumage the forehead, lotes, throat, and wholo lower 
su:rface, beeome deep black, edged by white on the forehead and 
sidel of the neck, and the upper plumage is brown, more or Ie" 
barred with black and white. The young birds differ from the 
winter plumage only in baving the Bpots on the brealt and flankt 

larger and paler, and the upper parts greyi!h with white spot.. 
The Grey Plover ill found oocaalonally throughout India in 

the cold aeallOn, ohlefly, perhap8, near the ileA coast and in 
tbe north or India. i have obtained it from the Madras market, all. teen it north-eaat of Calcutta on the bank! of large riVCtL 

11. ."oeiate. ia moderately lIized floch, and is IOme",h.~ wl.fy. It 
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inha.bits aU Europe, temperate Asia, the north of Africa, and 
Australil.j is atated to breed far north, among molUlWns, and its 
egg. ire said to be very lnrge. 

Varieties of the Grey Plnvers are given from America and 
Austrllin, and one species, S. rhyncliomegu, with a very strong 
bill. from Abyssinia, is recorded by Bonaparte. Between the 
Grey and Gulden Plovers, the sarno Ornithologist places Zo71iby:e 
m«itltu. Licht. (V. d7lctu, Lesson,) figured ~ooL Voy. de Ia 
Coquille, pI. 43. 

Gen. CUA.RADRlUS, Linn. (Il! restricted.) 

Syn. Plut!iaIit, Brisson. 
Cl,ar.-Bill ~traight, ahart, compressed, swollen at the tip; 

legs modcrnte ; wing~ long, pointed, I st l).\lilllong~.t; tail short 
The plumage of these birds is usull.lly b rown spotted with 

yellol'l", hence they are called Golden }'lo"er8' in summer tho 
whole lowe:- SUffacc bccomes black, the upper plumage at the !arne 
time assuming a jarker tingc. Several very c109ely allied species 
ara found all ovcr the world. 

845. Charadrius iongipes, TEMMINOK. 

c. virginicu!, apud DLYTn, Cat. 1560-C. pluvialisapud S'IKES. 

Cat. 209, and JERDOS, Cat. 359-0. :xo.nthocheilus, WAOLbR. 

GOULD, Birds of Australia, VI, pI. 13 1-0. orienuilis, SOHLIWEL 

-CAota battan, H. 
THE GOLDJtN PLOVER. 

Del cr -In winter plumage the gcnernl colour above is dull 
blackish-grey, the edges of all the fcathen with triaugubr Bpots of 
gamboge yeiluw; the primaries blAckish; tail·r ... atbers banded whit
ia&. and dull black:; the chin white, front of neck and breae' wbit~. 
t.iD~d with dusky and spotted with dull yellow; the rest of ,he 
lower plumage duU whitish; the flanks somewbat spotted .,.~h 
uhy and yellowish. 

But dull black. i irides deep brown; lega IWld feet iWk plum· 
beou "fleD. Length 10 iDehea; extent to j wing q; WI 21 ; 
bill .. rro.li; -If. 

Ia nrDDl'tr die u.pp«Ir plumage beooailll dalkf1rt ill. po_ 
tolcnu 1Mia1 ""'hat deeper, cd the ,eUo", tpoU ditD.iaitb.w1 
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in extent; the forehead is white; the oheek~, throat, neck, 

and middle of breast and abdomen, deet' blll.ek, edged with 
white on the Bides of the neck, breast, and fllUlks of abdomen; 
lower tail~covertl! white i primaries black, the stem of the nrst 

white towards the tip, and the seconda.ries tipped with white, as 
are the median coverts; tail brown, banded with black. liill and 
feet deeper black than in winter. 

The young have the colors somewhat as in the winter plumage, 
but the yellow spots above nr~ less marked, the breast is more 
dusky grey, and they do not become so blaek the first summer 
as they do subsequently. ~105t bil(l~ shot early in the sef.l'ion 

have a good deal of bla"k on the lower plumage, giving them 
a mottled appearance, and tho same in April and Mtty when 
resummg their summer garb. 

The Golden Plover found in India, at first thought the same 
as the European, was afterwardg iJeutified as the American species, 

C. virgillicu8; more recently it has been eon~idercd a· distinct 
species confined to Eastern Asia, and some of the Iblands. 
It is clearly the C. plullialis apud Palla~, as opposed to C. 
apricariu8, for, he says, smaller than apricariu8, but with longer 
legs. It differs from the European i-pecies in its much smaller 
size, somewhat larger beak, longer legs, with more nude space 

on the tibia, and having the yellow spots on the lower part of the 

back more oval. It is now considered to be /oJ/gifts, Temminck, 
differing from t,irginicus in having the axillaries light grey, and 

in some few other points. I am unable trom want of specimens for 
comparison, to point out in what it differs from its nearest ally, 

C. julfJUB of New Guinea and Australia. 
This Golden Plover occurs throughout India in open plains, 

grassy downs, ploughed fields. and on the edges of rivers, lakes, 
&c., associating in flocks of various magnitude, and feeding 
on beetles and other hard insects, W01'IDS, &c. It has a shrill 
whistliag call, and fiies very rapidly. Many breed in this 
~ntry, even towardt the south, as at N ellore, but some 

appear flo p.. northwards for that purpose, and to retUrD in 
.~ The -alterauoo of oolour to black, taket plaCf) as 
well '\>1 ,. partial. ·renewal. .. .by a change in the feather. itHlf. 
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The egga are four, of the UIUa! yellowish stone coloT. with dark 

brown spote "nd blotche!. 
Gray, in his Catalogue of the Bird! of the Pacific, gives C. 

fulTJfU, Gmel., (.rllnthocluilul, W flgler nnd Gould) a9" the species 

found in New Guinea and most of the Pacific islands; whilst 
lOllgipe' is !aid to extend to the Ladrone islands. The American 
species is C. drginicul; and Ulere thus appear to be four 
nees or specie!, C. pluvialil of Europe, Africa, and \Vcstern 
Asia; C. longipu, from Central IUld Esstel"D. Asia including 
India; fulTJU8. from New Guinea, Austlalia, and the Pacific 

hlandsj and virgimcu8 in America.. Some other race9 afe recorded, 

but probably aU will range under onc or other of tllese 

four. 

Gcn. A!:OIALITlS, Beic. 

Syn. l1laliClda, Gray. 
e/mr._Bill much lUI in Charad,-iu.I, but mOle slender; wing, 

long. Of small size, often with 0. black {'oUar round the neck, 

hence they are often called thc Ringed-plovers. 
There llore two types of form in this genus even as here restrict

ed, the one of somewhat stout form with shorter tllil, which, 

at the @pring moult, auumes more or leu rufous colour 00 the 
neck and throat; and the other generally of smaller size and 
more slender mak.e, with a bIlla collar, and black frontal band, 

'Which does not become rufous at the breeding 5eIloSOn. 

ld. Of stouter make, Cirrepide,mtu, Booap. 

846. &gialitia Geoft'royi, WAGLER. 

Chan.drius, apud W AOLER-BLYTH, Cat. 1562-H. rufinu., 
BLYTH-C. Leschenaultii, LUSON ?-O. asiaticus, Borer? 

TRv. LABGE 8..l.Nl)o.l'LOVEIL 

Ducr.-Winw plumage gteyisb brown on the upp4:r-parY, 
ur-covert.a, and beneath Ule eye, and aidea of the breut; Ute 
rea' of ~ un.der parts, with the feathen immediately above the 
biU, ad • areak Ovm" t.he eye, ·whit.& f prHnarie. dubr, uci 
&be 1OOO&dan. pui1y .... hite Orb U1eiroukr .. eO. 
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Bill blackiBh; irides dark brown j orbits blackish; le~s greyish 

green; the toes darker. Length 81 inches; extent 17 to 18; 
wing 5;; tail 2; bill at front 1; tanus It. 

In Bummer dress, the forchead, lares, ear~covert8 and beneath 

the eye, are black, ha"ing a white mark on each side of the 
forehead; the neck Illld brelLlit Ilre bright rufous., contl'llslillg wi.~h 

the pure white throat; the head is marc or less deeply tingc~t 

with rufous, and the back, and especially the seapulurics are 
partially margined with the some. 

This, the largest of the frouP, is chiefly found ncar the Sea 
Coal!t, and at the mouths of i::Lrge liven, in considcn.ble flocks. It 
is found over all India in ~UltllbJe spots, rctiling north in April 

and May to breed, and it is often brought to the Calcutta market 
for sale, but not in such numbers as the next species. 1 have 
procured it on the east-coast at Madras, and c1sewllCTc, but never 
far inland. Blyth remarks that it is not till .May that bird!! in 
lummar plumage are plOcurable at Calcutta, and I never got them 

in the Bouth of India in that garb. It probably occurll tbroughout 
Eastern Asia. 

841. .lEgialiti. pyrrhothora.x, TEMMINCK. 

Charadrius apuu TEMMINCK-C. ruficolli.s, CUYlER-H. Le
Ichenaultii, La:880N-BLYTII, Cat. 1563-H. rufinellus, BLYTH

GODLD, Birth of EUl'Ope, pl. 299-C. cirripidesmO!, W.lOLER

C. cantianus apud HORSFlELD. 

THE LESSER S ... ND-PLOVEK. 

Ducr.-Preciaely lIimilar to the last, both in winter and summer 

plumage, from which it difFen chiefiy in size, being considerably 
smaller; the bill moreover dlfFers slightly in shape. Lenglb 1i 
inchs8; extent 15t i wing 5; tail 1 i; bill at front -f; tarsU! Ii· 
Bill black; jrides blackish; legs plumbeou!, darker on the toes. 

Like the lut, thillittle Plover preferl the vicinity of the Sea
More, and large riven. h ill brought in great numbers: to ihe 

Calcuua market, during the MUOn; l!ld Mr. Blythhuremarked that 
i~~ IIO& . .-un.e ite ",mmer-p!DlD*88 till May. I have pf'OelU'ed 
it. ia .. Cam.1ic, at ¥..u ... 011 t.bo J4alabu Coat, &wi tl.tewber. 
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aleo, but more rarely. and seldom far inland. Adams states that 
he Sh01, i~ at .the Chiroollraree lake in Ladakh, and that it breede 

there. but that he did JlOt ~ee it in tho Punjab. This plover ill 
found throughout great part of Asia and South-eastern Europe. 

'1'0 this type I consider that the following species also belongs. 

alUlough pla.ced in the next group by Bonaparte. 

848. l£giaJitis cantianus, LATIlAM. 

Charadriu5, Il.rud LATIJA"M-BLyrIl, Cat. 1564-JJI>B.DON, Cat. 
362-GOULD, Biids of Europe, pl 298. 

TIlE KENTlSB.'RING-rLOV£R. 

Ducr.-Crown of the heau and nape light brownish.rcd, the 
rest of the upper parts ashy-brown; primaries brown, the shafts 
whito; tan with the central feathers as the back, the t ..... o outermost 
white, and the nc:xt partially white; forehead, Do broad streak over 
tile eye; nnd Do ring round the neck, whitc; lows and ea.r-eoverts 
black, and a blaCk stripe on the forehead; lower part!! white, with 
a large patch of bbck on each side of the breast, 

Bill bbck; irides brown; feet dusky grey or blackish, Length 6i 
inches; extent 13 to 14.; wing 4!(f j tall 2; bill at front in; tarsus 
1 or mther more, The female is said to differ in Illiving the lares 

an.d ear-cove'rts brown instead of black, and less white and black 
oa the head; and the young have neither white nor black markings, 

The Kcnti!h Ring-ploverie more generally diffused in India than 
the last two species, being more frequently found far inland on tIle 
banh of rivers and large ts.nJ.:.a; but., like the others, it prefers the 
neighbourhood of the Sea-coast, and large rivers near their mouth!, 
It has a wide geographical distribution over the old continent, 

B, t-wjfcapWo, Tern., and 11. ino~nata, Gould, from Auetrali&. ue 
members of Utis group; and there are others. 

1"he next group is that or ,be little Ringed-pIOTer!., .... hich 
frequen4- dry flandy plains, occuioJlally the sandy bed! of rivers. 

8i9. Bgialitb Philippenaia, Scorou. 
Ch:atadriu. apud Scol'OLt-BLY'l'BI Cat. l~"-J.IiDOl'l, ;Cct. 

360-StUlt Cat. alO-Co ltiatioulaid-. li'-.unu-C, Mati
~w., """" P ....... 7-zm..., H.-~ -. ToI.. iIIoio __ 
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Tn& INDIAN RINOED·PLOVJtR. 

Deter.-Frontal !l:one white, followed by 8 black band edged 
with .... bite, which pas8es over the eyes as a 8uperciliary mark; 
lares black, pIIolIsing under the eyes through tbe ear-coverts; chill, 

throat, and lower face, passing a. a collar round the hind neck, 
white; succeeded by a broadi!h black zone or ring which borders 
the white ring, gradually narrowing behmd; upper plumagu 
cincreous--bro"n; quills brown; tail, with the I.lentral featherll aahy
brown, tipped dark brown, the outermost fcathers nearly all white, 
with a brown spot on the inner web, gradually increasing in exteut 
and becoming ashy at the base ; lower plumage and under wing

coverts white. 
Bill black. yellowish at the base j iritics deep brown;' orbits 

yellow; legs yenow. Length 7 i inches j extent 131 j wing 
4*; tail 2, j bill ILt front 1'"0' ; tarsuB 1 j middle-too with claw 

ne:lrly t, 
The Indian Ringed-plover is found throughout India on open 

plain~, ploughed laud, dlicd up padoy-fields, and tho edges of 

tlmks and rivers, 1L9 well as on santi hll.ukli lLud churrs. It is 
generally in small flocks, frOID half lI. dozen to twenty or marc, 
feeding not very clos(' to elLeh other, and running about in a lively 
manner, frequently tali:ing flight, circling round with a cheerful 
whistling Dote, and alightmg again near the same Bpot. It feedt 
on insectll. Burgess found them brcedmg in April on sand banks 
in the middle of rivers, laying three eggs on the bare sand, of a 
rich sklne--eolour J spotted Qnd freckled with grey and brown. 

850. EgiaJiti. minutu., PALLAS. 

Chl.roorius,apud PALLAS-II PU81111l, HORSFIELD apud BLYTD, 

Cat, 1568-C. minor, apud JEKDON, Cat. 361. 

THE LEsSER RINGED-PLOVER. 

Ducr.-Verr similar to the wt but smaller altogether, and 

with proportionally muph imaller legs and feet. The upper pill' 
map ia of a ~ewbat darker shade; the quilla are also blacker; 
~ ~ tM1.·f~ haye more white; the base or the lower 

... ;,. ~u: ,eUo", and tbe tertiah aue leas Jengtb~Q'-<i. 
p,un' n, 4 K 
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Bill black, yellow at the base beneath; irides deep brown ; 
ol"bits much larger than in the last, yellow; legs yellow. Length 
hardly 6t inches; wing 4; tail 2; bill at front T""U; tarsus T'h j 

middla.-toe and claw i or a trifle more 
I procured this small Plover in the Deccan, generally among 

hills; and also from the top of the Eastern Ghats inland from 
Nellore. It has precisely similar habits to the last, but appears to 
be more generally found in the interior than near the Coasts. 

Blyth writes me that the specimen of lL ptlsilla, HOfsf., in the 
India House Museum (m bad order) has the wing 41 Ion!!, and is 
therefore either l/. pltllippina, or some other species. Pallas' bird 
a.ppc4rs tv ]U1VC been 11. young one, amI he did not himself observe 
it.; but hiS measurements are nearly those of this bird, and 
he !!tates that it is much smaller than hiaticula . . It resembles 
..IE minor of Europe. but appears to be even smaller than 
that species which is said to have the wing 41 inches. It is 
perhaps Swmhoc's bud, H. pusilla, whi\~h, he say!!, frequents 
ricc fi elds or fields of dry mould 

There are ma.ny otH'er species of Gllaradriwl in America, Africa, 
a.nd Australia. Amongst the foreign forms allied to these Plovers 
ILre the Dottrels, Eudromias, Boie (Morillellus, Bonap.,) containing 
the well known Dottrel of England, E. morinellus, which frequents 
downs, ploughed land, and hilly-ground, breeding on high moun
tainfl. A second species is E ctl.BpiulI, Pallas, from Central Asia, 
said to have beell killed m Europe Charadriu8 obscurus, 

Gmdin, a.nd C. fflOngolUl, Palias, are placed by Bonaparte in 
Plut·iorhynchua, next the l)ottrels, but both mongoluB and caapiult 
appear to be very like the rufous phases of true Gharadrius. A 
:N.ew Zealand form with lengthened bill, is named TlLinornu; and 
thole appears to me to grade towards HtJ!matop'II.l. Erythr'OgDn!J1t 
cinct"" Gould, from Austrillia also appear!! to be a. very distinct 
fom., having the whole head and broad pectoral band black, and 
rather long legs. It has, however, four toe!!, and perha.ps belongs to 
the Lapwings. PksgorJti.,Or .. y, (LqJtopw, Fraser) is applied to 
an AfriC&ll bird, IAptoplU Jiilc/.ell.i. of Flaaet Several AJDerieao 
PIG.... 'Of thi. group are arranged ill ' v.noua other p~ra, 
ODe of which, at all eveata, appears to be well marked, tlU., 
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Oc4t~,. ~ Jlarhynehw f'l'OlI(lJ.lU, Quoy and Gaimard, i. 
placed by Gra, next ThinOf'1lu, but perhaps does !lot belong 
to thi. group; it appeare to llle to have lome affinities with 
StrepliuJi. 

Sub-fam, V AN£LLINM, Lapwinga. 

or moderate or largisb size i leg. lengthened; bill moderately 
atrong; a short hind toe frequently present. 

Some are crested; a few have the wings spurred; and there 
are wattles of sl(1n at tho bliSe of the bill in BeveraI. 'the plu
mage is in ma!!ses, and the tail usually white wim a dark 
bnnd. 

This suh-fnmily compnbc5 the &<lctions Val!ell~, &rewphort« 
an!1 llopwpluete of llonapa.rte's Clmrudrwre; which nrc, I think, 
sufficiently characterized apa.rt {1 0m the more typical Clu;zrad';l!(z 
to form a distinct group. 

lit. Y nnellclI!. 

'Vith four toes. the hind toe .maU, wmg not sporrcil, Dar in 

general. any lappets about the bill. 

GeD VAN£LLUB, Linn. (restricted.) 

C..\ar.-Bill moderate. etraight, compressed at the balo. com'os 
at the tip i nostrils linelU' in a cleft occupying two-thirds of ~he 
upper mandible; winge pointed, 4th und 5th quilu longeat; 
shoulder of wing with II. tubercle; tail neArly even; a very short 

hind we. Head crested. 
This genua, as at present rest.ricted. consists of but ODe 'peeies, 

the well known Pee-wit or Lapwing of Europe_ 

851. Vanonus criatatua, MEn •. 

BLYTH, Cat. 1557-GouLD, Bird, of Europe. pl.-. Trinsa 
vanellu .. LINN_ 

TBE OnSTED LAPWlNO . 

.Ducr.-Head ",ith lengthened .lender crClt, black; behind the 

eye, et.r.:ou-e:u. nape, &Ad tidel of tlle Deck while; upper pla
nsag.. 'p.m. gloNed.,..Uh purple 'Cld coppe'Y. becomins golden 
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greeD on the lower back a'rld lWDp • .and with a golden fulvou! tinge 
on the aC&pulars; primaries black, the first three greyi8l1. white 
at the tlp; tlil white at the base with a broad black terminal 
band. broadest on the medial feathers; lores, chin, throat, and 
breast gloSlY bluc-Llack; lower urcast, abdomen and vent white; 

lower tail-coverts chCf!nut.. 
Bill black; irides hazel·brown; legs orange-brown. Length 

12 inches i wing 9; tail 4.; tarsus 2. 
In winter:the chin and throat are white. The female only 

differe in having, it is said, a shorter crest than the male. 
The English Pee-wit is found in India only in the Punjab. 

It OCC\LU throughout great parl of ARia. Rnd Europe. It breeds 
l.o the Punjll.b, and tbe eggs were found by Theobald. Its habits 
are very similar to those of the Indian Lapwings, and many 
anecdotes aro related of its endea.vouring to allure dogs or men 
from its young by feigning lameness, &c. It is the only speoie.!! 
of the genus. 

Gen. CHETTUSIA, Bonap. 

Chc ... -Bill stronger Itan in restricted V,mlll1l8; head not crest
edj plumage ashy; tarsi moderately long, otherwise QS in 
Vantll'IU. 

In this genus the technical characters are cnly slightly marked, 
but it forms a natural group, the species of whieh havo strong 
lDigntory instincts. There lU'e three eperios in India, none of 
which breed horf';; two of tllcm are somewhat rare in most parts of 
the country, whilst the third is chiefly confined to the Northern, 
or perhaps the North-eastern part. 

The first specie8 differs from the other two in its mode of colO! a
tiOD, pa.rtly in structure, and also in ita ru..unts; and it is by lOme 
reta.iaed in CkttlUia a8 restricted. 

852. Chettwria gregaria, PALLAS. 

Charadrim, apud P.u.us-BLTTD". Ca.t. 1925-Tringa keptWl
ch.k., LKl"01t.-C. ventralia, W"'OLER, JEBDOlIf. Cat. 366-C. 
Wa¢ui, GuY-Tho lllack·b_ted 8&ndp;pu; Il.umWIOIK,. 

IJL kd. Zoo\. it. pL So-Go"~D.ll;ro, of Europe. pl 292. 
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TIn: BLAOK-SIDED l...a~lrnfO. 

Ducr.-Forehead and superciliary band passing round to tho 
occiput white; top of the head blaok i back of neck nnd upper 
plumage generaliy of an 0livBceou5 brown, tingcd with grey; pri
maries black, secondari~8 white; tail white with 8subterminRi black 
band wanting in the outerm05t fenther; " narrow band from 

the lores through the eyes, black j sides of bellod and neck, both in 
front and on the Bides above, pale rufous, paesing to .brownish on 
the lower part of the neck, and to brownish-ashy on the breast; 
middle of the abdomen deep black, borderod posteriorly by deep 
ohesnut; lowcr belly, vent, and under tail coverts willte. 

Bill black i irides dark browQj legs dull black. Length 13 
inches; wing 8t; tail 31; tarsus 2f!l"; bill at front llu. The fe
male dlfFeI'1l only in her somewhat duller tints Thc young have tho 
forehead and cyebrow pale rufous, top of the head and back brown 
with pale rufous borders, and the abdominal region all white. 

This is IL som.ewhat raro b,rd, o.nd I have only seen it in 
\Vcstern India, at Jalna in the Dcccan, and at Mhow in Contral 
India. It froquent:t grassy plains in moderate sized flocks, of 
from cight to twenty, is rather shy, aud has a pecuhar cry, whicb 
howc\ er it does not utter frcquently. It 18 a migratory bird, 
departing early in the ycaf for Centu!.l Asia where, accl,lrding 
to Pll.llu.~, it breeds i Ada.ms states it to bc pretty common 
during the cold months in field~ and wastes near LooJiana j 
and Irby record9 it &! exceedingly common on open sandy 
plains in Qudh and Kumaon, in flocks of from six to fifty. He 
further states tha.t it flies close to the ground, and whon on 
the wing "hows a good dea.l of white. It is found all through 
Western. Asia and the South-east of Europe, and hlU:l been 
kiUed in France. 

Another ~peci'ea of this section, from Africa, apparently is Cliel. 
~. Heuglin, (crauiroltrU, HartLlub). 

The next two birda approximate to each other very closely in 
plumage, and both frpqueDt the vicinity of water. 1'~e white 
on their wing- and tail is uf great extent, and both are much 
palier .ill their tm. u"an the prev~us apecies. One ia furniabed 
wil.b &. "fJZY ADalllobe of akin DeU" the bJl,9c of- illl.! bill 
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853. Chettusia leucura, LICHT. 

Vanellus, apud LICHTENSTEIN-V. fiavipos, S.VIGNY

L'Egypte, Zool. pI. 6, f. 2-BLYTH, Cat. 1556. 

THE WHITE-TAILED LAPWING. 

De,cr.-General colour above brownish-grey, with a reddish 
purple gloss on the mantle, extending over the tertiaries; head 
and neck browner and glossless; the throat and around the bill 
white; breast more ashy, the feathers margined paler; rest of the 

u~der parts, with the tail and its upper coverts white, the belly 
and flanks conspicuously tinged with dull rosy, or a roseate 
cream hut'!; pr1lJluries and their coverts bl~ck; the secondaries 
and their coverts largely tipped wIth white, and having a black bkr 
above the white i rest of the wing-covel t9 like the back. 

Bill black j irides browni~h red; legs bright yellow. Length 11 

inches; extent 23; wing 7; tail 2t; bill at front 1; tllrsus 21l. 
111e White-tailed Lapwmg is II. rare bud in I~uj8. I procured 

it myself only Ollce, on the mdJ'gm of the large lake at Bhopal 
in Central India, ih December, where it occurled 10 small flocks; 
my attention was first called to it by its peculiar cry. Blyth 
procured one specimen (rom the Calcutta Bazaar; it was once 

procured in the Dchra Doon, and no other record of its occurrence 
in India. is noted. It is however stated not to be rare in 
Affghanistan, where it is called Chi11.C. Out of India it is chiefly 
known as an inha.bitant of Northern Africa, and is said to be 
abundant in ma1'5he,s nes.r Thebes. At the time that Mr. Tristram 

published his account of its occurrence there, it wa.s stated by 
him to be rare in European Museums; only one bad specimen 
existi.ng in the British Museum, and none in that of Paris. 

'l'he following species differs from the two previous ODes in 
pouessing a emall lappet of &kin, which led Mr. Blyth to class 
it in tb. llext genus to which it forms a near link; were it not 

for its colQure and migratory ha.bits it might perhaps be retaiQed 
in that group. It haa been separated as Vanelloo-chetu&ia, Brandt. 

854. Ohettuai& inomata. T. .A1lD Scm.lIlG. 
LobivaneUu~ apud,TlUllUNOK. and &:lULEG"; FIWl. Jap.-L. 
oia~ ~".y'fB, Clt. 1663-tfaappottr. H. 
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THIL GREy-aUDED I,APWING. 

De • ..,..-General colour of the upper parts pale greyish-brown, 
the head, neck, and breast, pure light grey, p&85ing into black on 
the lower part of the breast, and terminating abrupdy, contrast
ing with the white belly; primaries, their coverts, and the wmglet, 
black; the secondaries and their coverts chiefly white, and the 

tertiaries eoncolorou9 with the back; upper t&il-eovertl! white, 
slightly tinged with brownish; and tail pure white, having a black 
subterminal hand, broad on it ~ medial reather~, nearly obsolete 
on the penultimates, and quite BO on the outermost. 

niH black; irides pale red i orbital skin, small frontal lobes, and 

.basal portion of the bill, pLl.le yellow; legs bright yellow. Length 
15 inches; extent 32; Wl.Og 9f; tai14t i tarsus 3-: i bill at 
front Ii. 

This fine Lapwing is not very rne in Bengal, but r have seen 
it in no other Province It is stated however by Capt. lrby to be 
common in Qudh and Kumaon, about swamps and jheeb, generally 
in lots of lJeven or cigllt. Jt is a migratory uird in India coming 
in the cold eeason, anu depluting in Apnl to Central and 

North-eastern Asia. It is not recorded by Pallas, but it appears 
to be found in JapLl.Il It is usually seen in motlerately large 
floclis, from eight to a dozen or su not far from water, and when 
on the wing shews much white. It is generally a .ilent bird 
at this season. I have secn it abundant in Purneah, and in 

Dacca, and it probably will be found in all the countries to tho 

Eastward. 
C. macro-eel'CUS, Heuglin, and C. aralJenBi" Evenlman, are indi

cated by Bonll.parte, but are perhapa identical with one or other 

of the la.st three speciea. 

2nd. Sarciophoree. 

With fieshy wat"es at the base of the bill; with four toes. 

Gen. LoBtV Jr.NELt.U8, Strickland. 

Cw.-Bill moderately long and .tout.. the horny tip not much 
ele~; .. lappet of nude .kin at the base of the bilJ in tron~ 
of Ute eye; shoulder oC 1lIe wiag fllflwhed with a tubercle which 
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in some becomes developed at the breeding seMon into a short 
homy spur; tail even; wings long; a very sma.Il hind toe &Ild 
rudimentary claw. 

The Indian species has heen separated by Reichenbach under 
the name of SarcogJ'amma. 

855 .. Lobivanellus goensis, GMELIN. 

Parra., "pud GMIl:LlN-GouLD,Cent. Him. Birds pI. 78-BLYTH, 
Cat. 15M-SyKES, Cat. 207-JERDON, CAt. 365-Ch. o.tro}!:ularis, 
WAGLEB,- Titai, Titi, Tit"ri, Titiri in different parts of India
Yennapa chitawa, 'fel.-Al-kati, Tam., i. e, the Man-pointer. 

THE RED-WATTL'ED LAPWING. 

Dtur.-Head, back of neck, f:l.Cc, chin, throat, and brcMt, 
glo98y-bluck; ear-coverts white continued in a stripe down the sides 
of the neck and round to the nape; back, scapulars, wing-coverts. 
IUId tertianes, pille brownish green, the wing-collem glossed with. 
purple; 0 white band on the wing formed by the greater coverts 
IUId partly by the secondarios;"primarics and most of the secondaries 
black; winglet black; tail white with a black band near the tip. 
the central feathers tipped brown ; benenth from the breost white. 

Bill red at thc base, tip black; eyelid and wattle bke red; 
irides red bl'own ; legs bright yellow. Length nearly 13 inches; 
extent 30; wing 9.; tail 1.; bill at front If; ~o.rs1.!s 3. 

This Lapwing is one of the best known birJ$ of India occur
ri'Qg everywhere. from Ceylon up to Cashmere. It is replaced 
in Burmll.h by a closely allied race, L. atronucfiQ{j,. Blyth, in 
which the white car patch does not extend round the napc. 
It ia generally found not far from water, though now and 
then at !lome considerable dilltance: it is occasionally aeen in the 
cold 8ea.!on in acatteroU flocks. but generally in pairs, or 
single. It fcede on. vanoUi iU6(lts, shellll, and worms. It 
br~d.a (rom April to July. laying four large egga of • rich 
olive yelloW colour with blot.ehea of brown and grey. Its wilee 
to allure .. dQg or man .wa, from iu eggs or yo~ are quito 
IIimilar to thOle ftCOlded of dole English. Pee·wit, tmt ita crieI are 
.wn more voeiferoua. bit. DOia)' bird .t all timet, ud i.t.e. 
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cry bas been variously rendered o.s. "Did lu do it, Pily to do it, 
Dick did you do it." Tn the South of India it 18 reoonlco to ~\.'ep 
on lU back with its ]<'g's upward~. ano the T ndlnn provel b • TiM," 
It MmQIil Ultima jaega, &r:,' • can the Pee-wit SlippOlt the [leavens,' 

is applied to a man wbo undertakes some task far n.bove bis 

strength. 
V tricolor, Horsr., (cllculiatul. Temm.) ig a nearly allied race 

from JILl'a, &c. 
Two ~pecics from Australia and two from AfrieR. are recorded. 

The former two, L. wliatul and L. perlQllatuI hn.\'e very large 

yellow wattles. 

The n{'xt ~roup barely ddrer~, but tbere is no hind toe, and in 
all the lappets and Dude parts arc yellow; this g-fOUp is much 

developed in Alric:I. 

(;'en S \1:CilH'IIl}I~l ' il , ;';trwkland 

Ch,lI - Bill IlIlll e .,,It·adt,t tiLa,u III tI,c la~r, the t iP IIcarl'ply cle 

,ated, wattles yellow; InnJ we wantlll!!, a tubercle at the 
slwuJder, win;!~ \'("ry pomte.!, 1st qUill ncurly as long as the 2nd, 

slightly longer th:tn tl!1! 3ru 
The following lnJlan specl~~ 11:1' heen separnteJ from the 

African ones as a Illlllor group by llonupartc uDder the name 

Lobipluvia. 

856, Sarciophor~s bilobus, G~IF.LIN. 

Charadrius, apud GMJ':ux-I'1 Enl S80-BLYT H, Cat. 1552-
SYKES, Cat. 208-JE~Ill>ON, ('at :164-ZirJi, 1I.-ChitalDt:J, TeL
JitAiri In North-western Provinces-AI-kati, Tam. 

TnE YELf,OW-WATTLEO LAPWING. 

De'cr.-Hcad and nape black; rest of the upper plumage, in
cluding wing-coverts and t.crtillries, chin, throat, Qnd upper part of 
hreut, pale uby browu; a white streak from bemnd the eye 
hord(lrWg tb~ bllior:k head all round, wlIL~let and t,rimnries black: 
-ecopdane!l whue at tbeir base, brownisll black. for the greater palt 

'If their length, t~e ",bite inereastng in extent towards the last. 
"od ",jch the tip. of the greater wing-coverts forming Ii. not very 

oouplouoU. ... bit.e wing-band; upper t&iJ.~verta white; tail whi~ 
PUT n. 4 K 
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witJi n broad blackish sub-terminal band, evanescent on the ou~r 

feathers; beneath, from the breast, pure white. 

Bill yellow at the base, black at the tip; lappet pale yellow 

irides slIvery grl'y, or paIr Yf'llow; legs yellow. Length nearly 

12 inches; extent 27; wing 8t; ta.il 3t; bill at front 1 j tarsus 

2l 
The Yellow-wattled Plover is found throughout the greater 

part of India, and also Ceylon; is rare in forest-cIaJ and very rainy 

distl'lct~, abundant in the drie r parts of thc country. It is rale in 

Bengal, but I have s(>cn it, in the Purncah lhstrict, and it has been 

obtained occasionally near Calcutta It frequents dry stony 

plains, open sandy uowm, and arable land, often very far from 

water; it associates in small flocb, e1l.ccpt at the pairing season, 

and fccd~ on various beetle~, whIte ants, WOlm~, &c. It ha~ a 

plaintive cry, much le~~ harHh und loud than that, of the Red

wattled Lapwing, which Col. Sjkc~ likens to Dee-wit, Del'-w!t 

I ha\ C [ L1 11lld the egg~ , three to four in nUlllbcr, of a reddish 

stone colour, spotted ,~ith brown and purphsh, on ploughed land 

and on sand bunks. 

S. ptjeatu$, Gmel., from Afnca, und S. pectoralis, Cuv, from 

Australia, with a smalllCd lobe, belong to the genus Sarcwphoru.s 

as restricted by Bonaparte. 

Std. Hoploptcrem. 

With strong spines 6n the sboul (lel of the wings. 

There are two or three minOT ~ectl(ms I!\ this group, ~o'ne with 

a distinct hmd toe, Qthers With only Ihlee toes. Tlw Indian 

species belongs to the latter scction. 

Gen HOPJ.OPT£ltlJS, Bonaparte. 

Char. - ,\Vings furni~hed with n long o.n(l stout, !l1'i,~htly curved 

horny spur, present, a.t till. seasons; no hind toe; ot!lerYl iss as in 

hnelltu. 

851. Hoplopterus ventralis, C(lVI~B. 

Va.nellus, apud W AGLEB-HARDWICKE, 111 Ind. Zool. -

BLTTS, Cat. 1549-Char. Duvaucelci, LESSON. 
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TRE SPUR-WINGED LA.PWING 

nf'eT'.-HeBd including the long cre!t, face as far ' u " the 
middle (If the eye, aul.. a brnad b'md from the base of the lower 
mnlllli!.Je dflwn the ci,in an d th ro~ t. glo~~)'black j nwllite line from 

b,~bind the eve, bo,dering the black and meeting Its 1000010w be
Il,nd' !liclt> of !I.t; IICck and b .... cI.. f",ler,hy, graullally ]'D.< , ing iuto 
.. r,e hr{)wnl~h .. ~h .. of the ba,·k . ~I,;.l,,,,[ars, an,1 W'lIlg-<"o\'crts, and 
f,'rn,m.!! a pedoral balld, b(' !.W'cctl which nnd tIle black throat 
ill n brn::d '" l,l tC sP:l('c , q\lill~ hlack, whi te at Uleir base; the 

II Jutc iuncasing' In e-.:tt'llt to tl>c ta<L ~econdary which is merely 

lol"" ' ~-u l't"'(l j pllmllry :11,,1 ~I'C01 )1ltll y l over" whil c j the shoulder 
Li.l('k j II mgle! wlntc j l:ul fca thcl ' II bite. with a bnJlul black 

til', upper t:loil-coverts \\ hite, o.bJolilcu wll1te, With an intcrrupt.cd 

black band in the ccntre 
Bill black j mdes deep brown, IC'gs reddish blnck. Length 

12 lIIches j extent 25 j wing 8 ; tail 4; bill 0.1 front 1 *; tlLrsu~ 2i. 
The Spur-wmged Lll/,wing :s {,JUnd dJrou.ghou~ the greater 

f,art of Indul., but only along the ('1)1I f 50) of the iargC'r rivers I 
!J:lve seen it on !he God::l.I'ery. thl' \\.rhudtla, the Ganges, and all 

its tlibutaric~, for it appe:lrs more IlUlllernll, tl)W\l.Tlls the North 

or IIl(ha than. in the South j I h:1.vC not myself ~een It Sou th 

of the Godal'ery, nor is it rcC'onlcd by Col. Sykr.os or Walter 

I·.lbot. It is usually fOlluu ~1Ilf!'lc or in pairs, n/)w and then in 

small flocks, but always in the saudy or Billngly bed .. of rivets, 

or not far from their banks. It 19 not rare m mountain streaMs 

in the Himalayas, and I have ~hot it on the banles of the grell\ 

Rungeet River in Sikim 
:Mr. Brooks, c. E., found the cggs of tbis Lapwing on a sandy 

churr ncar Mirzapore; they were of the u!ltal pale stone·wcen 
color, with blotches and 8po t~ or rich chocoliltc brown, but 

yarying Bomewhat both in shape. and 10 th .. 51ZC and charaoter of 

the .pots. 
Other species of this genus arc R .pinollll, L. (mrlasomuI, 

Swains). from Africa and Western Asia. occa~lOnQ.lly killed in 

the Sollth of Eurof''.I j iu Brce\ Bird. of Europe tillS "recie~ 

is erroneou!lly quoter! 11.8 the Indum bud: H. tlNnatlls, Blm~helJ, 

(~, Wagler), with, uill stronger and longer "pur, henco 
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,e~ ... ~opttrU', Bonap., and B . Qlbicep., Fruer, 
An Americall . Lapwm~ with spUJred wing and fou r toes is PurrtJ 

cnyanetllls at GllIclJn, /rtl!n ,\ hi t-h HClchenbach has formed his 

B~I(mll}'ter'M, Bnu C ('G,/jllnt/s, Latham. 8!'pCars to be another 

silecies of the !lame group 
Vanell1l8 ml:lmwr~JdlfllI13, Rurpell. is classed as 1'ylibyz by 

Reichenbllch, and the S:l.Inc Systematist has formed St,/,hunil'yr 
from C. ctJr owtill$, L, ", ah one or two other American 

Lapwings 

Sub-fam. ESACJN.£, Stone-plovers. 

Syn. (Erlicneminf1!, Bonap. 
Of hrt!c su;c, bill, (Ory HrO!lg and thick, dIlated both abo\'e lind 

bei(lw, lIud comrrc~~(d, ~uny~ InOl!' 01 le~s stlOngly angulatcd; 
no hLrlu toe; k~i long 

Tlus slIu-[alI111.y ('ompll~t·~ ~(lme mOdCl.ltdy l.H~r Plon:.rs, 

wit!' \eLy St!OIL~ ~IlJ k!lIBdh'llCd 1J1 J)~, li nt! \, It/! a peculilW' 1l1{)Jc 
of c(llor:l~jl\n :::'(lInc frC'lpl"ut Jun;,:;ly and llll~hy glOlllld, o tbclS 

the ~t.ully beds (,f !l\'Cfl>; tlll'y fC l'd on "llll!~' ll1"'Ct~, 1l1l,lIuSC5 
and crustacca. T hey hal'>:' only one moult, and uadel.fo 110 SC':l.WOJ.l 

change of colour. 

Gen. ESACUS, Lesson. 

Syn. Carnnnnra, Tl ong$on. 
Char -13111 long', sllb-recur"ed, stron~, convex abow!, consider

ably compressed; tlU! base t},ick and lounded; edg!'!! ~harp, 

notched towards the tip a~ in Af'dea; nares bruad, linear, atlvll.nced. 

in II. wide groQ\'e thnt extcnd~ froln the base to the tip of the 
eulmt'n; othcrwi~e as in (E.llclltmUJ. 

The Inclinn member ot thl~ genus is referred by Gray and 

Donapa.:'te to Carl'anflCfI , Ho(lg~on, E~acu, being reserved for .. 

nearly allied Australian Plo ver. E. ma!llli,oatn., Geoffroy. 

858. Esa.cuB reeurviro.tris, Cov" .. 

(Edirnemus. apud Cuvu:a-JERDON, Cat. 368- BLTTR, Cat. 
16ol1-Cuvuaca grisea. HODG80N-Abi, H. of Falccmul-,a.,.r.. 
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kaf'Wanak, H.- Talur, in Sindh-Ga719 tila\- m. :aeng~-" the 
Gilnges Lapwing. 

THE LARGE STONE-PLOVER. 

DeseT -General colour above browni!th sky-grey; forehead 

white; eyebrow, ear-covt:rts, auu mOllstaches bLlckl~h; shoulders, 

winglet, some of the outermm.t wlng-COY"rts, quill~, und ttp of 

tall blackish; wings and tall irregulatly but broadly banded with 

white; beneath, with the lower sUlfa.ce of wings and tail, 
white. 

Bill greenish-yellow at the base, black at the tip; irides bright 

pale yellow; legs yellow Length 19 to 20 Inches; extent 36 ; 

wing 11 ; tail 41; bIll at front 21; tarsus 3t 
This huge Ployer IS found throughout India, frt>quenting the 

Sea-coast occasIOnally. but ducfly the stony bed~ or banks of 

lnlge livers, alone or III small parties. It fcces 01\ crustacea anti 

shell fi~h, "lth occa~i()lltlJly llI~ect ~ . IIodg~()n states that It I~ mi~'ra

tOl y-lto Thlbet in summ l'l. but J hnvc jcell it ILl Suut\'cru India at !Ill 

seasons, though I IllLve never procllle<i its c;rgs, amI Laynrrl 

found It brccdln~ m Ceylon It 1S:l v. ry bhy und \\~lly bllU, 

though at tImes It \\!ll ~ll!fel u. motiel :ltcly near uppt ouch 1 It ,ye 

never lIet!I1 It mOle than a few yards away 1Illanu from the hanka of 

the rivers It fe,,(Ib much by lby hut probably abo partially at 

mght, and has a loud harsh creal.Ulg note Layat d ohtamed the 

eggs in Ceylon. of 'a pale nankeen colour, with numerous broft"n 
blotches I 

Gen (EmcNEMus, Cuvier. 

Cltar.-Dill very btout, duck, :,tralght, compressed, culmen 

raised, the tiP mflated both !lbove and below; IOWPl mandible with 

a strongly marked angular gonys j noslnls long, median in a 

groove about half the length of the laIl; wings lDoderately long. 

2nd quill longest ; tall of twelve featheri!, somewhat lengthened, 

much rounded; tarsllS long, reticulaterl; three toes only. united 

at the base by a !>hort menlbrane; nail of the middle toe di14ted, 

trenchant, holluwed out beneath. 
This genus comprIse! leveral closely allied 

warm and ~mperate regions of both Continents. 
epccie'i f rnm the 

The plumage is 
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brown and striated, the eye very latge, and the habits mostly 
nocturnal. The plumage somewhat recalls that of Attagen an.d 

ThinocorU. whtch perhaps ought to be placed nl'ar them. They 
live chiefly in arid aud stony districts, als;) In thill j"n'.!le j they 
have only one moult, and no &eu.~onal chaugc of piurn ol ,:!c whatever. 

The bill hILI been by 'some compalctl, not uuaptly, with that 

of the Nutflalch. 

859, <Edicnemus crepitans, TF.M~IIXCK. 

BLYTH, Cat 1MB-SYKES, Cat 212-JY.1WON. Co.t 367_ 
GOULD, Birds of Europe, pI. KorIlXl,nak, H .-BI/flin, H. of 
sorn,. j T,(lmbl of Falconcrs-Allarm'l, Dt!Il~ -J,;ollc,IIdfl , Tel -Kana 

mof ai, Tam., i e., Jungle-bnrc-Bastanl Flonl::m of some Sportsmen. 

TilE STONE-rLovER 

Velcr.-Upper parts rcdcli~h ashy with a longitudinal dllSky 
IItrIpe down the middle uf cllch fc~ther : II p .~l c bar un tbc wing 
formed by the tips of the covcrt~, qllllh bluck, the first with a. 

large and conspiCuous \'fhltc spot ncar the middle, the secnnd with 

onc lIomewh,It amallel ; t~ul With lilt tllC fC:J.tllel~, eXI'ep' tJlI~ ccntrsl 
onei tipped With black, IOles, checks, Ihula!.. belly, and thigh 
coverts white j the neck and brea.st ;.inged Y"lth reddish earthy, and 

marked with fine longitudinal streaks; unuet tall-coverts reddish 

ashy. 
Bill pale yellow :lot the base, bl:Lck: at the tip j iridciI and orbits 

yellow; legs lind feet yellow. Length 16 to 17 inches; wing 9 ; 
tail4i; b.\l at front Ii; tarsus 3 r'b 

The w~ll known Stone-plover of England occurs in most parts of 
India dOl\'n to the eXlreme South, fr~quenting bushy wild~, 

cleared spot.a in jungle, low, litany and jnngly hills, abo now ana 
then pa.tches of grasa with bushes inter!perscd, but generally in 
lOme retired and lIecluded BpOts. I t is more rare in Lower Bengal 
and in }.fulabar than in moat other districts. WIlen a Hock of 

thee!! birda il disturbed, they 8y a !Short distance, and then ruu 
and hide tbernselTCI, oeeasionally squatt.ing so ciOie as to ~ha.T~ 
received from the Tamuls the name of the JIl1lglt.·Jlare. they 
are permu.ent resident. in India, laying geDerally two or throe 
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eggs of a stoncMyellow colour, blotched and spotted with dark 
brown and grey, in ~1areh IUld April. 

It is a favori~c qU:1rry for the S!tl~'ra with natives, for which its 
habIt.! of lying close well adapt it, nnd it geno:rally f411~ an casy 

prey. It is excellent eating, bemg vcry hlj.!h ilavoro:<l, and it 
has received the nam e of HaSLard Florikm among 90me sporLs. 

men in the South of India. It f<.eds almost entirely on m~ecb, 
is qUite nocturnal in its habits, and its v,'ild, long ely mlly 

frequently be heard at 'light c1o~e to many station!1, where 
you may hunt long, without findmg it lD the day tmlC. The 

Stone-plover i9 f ounu throu;,:hout a great plU t of Europe, Asia, 
and Northern Aflica 

Two or three affinell specie!. from Africa arc reconJed. and one 
or two from America; one from Australia With ~omo:whflt longer 
legs, C. (grallar1US, Latham), is separated IlS Bm·',imI.8, llliger. 

It appears mtcrmediDte between (Edumemw n.nd Esarus 

Fam. HEMATOl'ODlDN., Bonnp., Sea-plal'erb. 

Feet with tInee t(1C~, and with a snmll hind toe raised above the 

others; plumage vllriegatl'd j bill varied, stout, legs long or 

mouerate. Mo~tly Sea-shore Lirds 
The birds that I include in this family arc or three very dlfTcrent 

types, which might ea(.h form a distinct family, but a certllin 

similitude in coloration and habIts i9 apparcnt. The Turnstone!, 
Oyster -catchers, nnd Crab-plovers are the three forms. to t'ach of 
which I shall give the rank of a. Bub-farrily. Bonaparte places 
the Turnstl.lneS and Crub-plovers (Drom(u) together in olle 

family, and the O~·8tcr-Caf(.r.en in close proximity to them, in 
Ilnother; Gl By in like manner, groups the fint two sub-families 

together bu t jnl'ludes them among' the Plovers All frequent 
the Sea-shore chiefl v, the Turnstono.1s alone occasionally wandering 

inland; they run ~uickly on the sand, and pick up varioul 

crustacea, ehell-69h, &c 

Sub-fam. SrltEPSILJN..E, Bonap. 

Ciaeli1t«.1 Gray . 
. lWlthorl, eouica~ with the c.ulmen fio.ttcnc,t, the til) compt'esl!cd 

Iliad tl'unea.ted, upper mandible slightly tlll'lUld upwards; nOluil& 
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bani; wingtllong. very pointed, the 1st primary longest; taU roubd~ 
ed, of twelve fea.thers; tarsus shorl ; tibia barely denuded; toea 

di\'ided to the ba8e; It moderale hin,l tnc ; claw~ slLon antI pointed, 
This sub-family is composed of one genus, wiLli only one &pecic8, 

found on sea.-coasts ovt:! all the world. 

Gen. STREPSILMI, L 

Syn. Annona, Bnssoll-Mllrinella, Meycr-C11Ic!uB, Moehring 

and Gray, 
Char.-Thosc of the family of will(h It ill tIle sole p"cnus, 

This remalkable type holS th e bill H,mcthing likc that of a 
Nuthatch, but strong:cr; it IS a bud of small snc, and has II \Iouble 

lIIoult CUqc-r clalised it. next the Phaluropcs In t )le followllIl: 
family, but it~ litrong hill. coi(\Ta ~i olJ, and habits 3.1{' quite tho~(' 

.. f the prcsent ,!! lUIlP 

k611, Strepsilas interpres, Ln' ''.ll. t ~ 

'l'nuga, apuJ Ln;N.'1::uf'-LlL ... ·T Il, Cat. lliOi-J t,wJON, Cat. 

356 -uOULD, Bnds of Eurupe. pI 
THE T (,I ~!'iHO:'>;E 

De8cr.-lIead and n<:ck whue, the cro\\n of the head, with wme 

black strip"]j; a narrow black frunlai band, contmucd Lt'hind the 

eye and meeting' another Darrow stnpc of the ~ame coll)uT from the 
base of the lower malldlulc j sIlO! tly beyond, these uni te into an 
incomplete coliar, extending back along th .. sides of the neck, and 
in front expandillg and forming a bload !!orget CO\ Cl ing the 
breast. and WillCh, at Its tCI mmaIJun helo'.v, ~cnds up another incom
plete band towards the shouldcr (If thc WIDJ:(; mantlc and wings 

eheillut brown mixed With black., espr.eiaHy on the flcapulars; 
covert! ed~ed With gl'Cy tUld whiubh; prim!L1ies black, stem of ti,e 

ht whi:.e; secondaries tipped greyish; back, rump and upper tail
rovrrt6 whit!'. ('ro9~ed r:m fhe nlmp hy II blAt·k hanil: t!Ul whi~, 
With II. b",>a.rI ~\!b- t*"fl)lin:d bll.ud ,If bla, I. jOl''' ''r p"rI- wh itf' 

Bill hiRd.: i1i,lh dt""p hlu"I'. Ic!..'''. t>rallg-<' .,dl"w. l.ene! l' 
8, inchc~; "'In,:!. \). wi :.!~; hill iii Ir.lIlt J j tarsus I 

The female diffen only, it is said, in haTing the colours not &0 

dilti~, and the .... hite on the head and Deck' less pure. In winter 



plurnagb, the colon are not BO pure ,""d rich in. tint as in the Bummer. 

The young have f-he upper plumage and aides of the nec1c and 
throat dark ashy-brown, the featht>re cdged ptJe;~ and the lower 
pam white. A ftcr the autumn moult the young are atated to be 

more pronounced in their coloration; Bnd at the spring moult they 
assume the adult plumage. 

The Turnstone is not II common bird in India, and chiefly 

fNquents the sea-coast and rocky beds of large riven. I have 
procured it above 200 miles illhl.1ld, in the Deccan, on tbe edge of 
a Jarge tank, and more abundantly on the sea-coast near Madra!; 

Mr. Blyth has frequently obtallled it from the CAlcutta Bazaar. 
It is found throughout both Contlnellts, clueHy on tho eea-coast; 
it is said to lay on th .. sand or bn.re rOI 'k, well concealed under a 

projecting stone oj' tuft in some cases, four rather largo eggs. Thoy 
aro pale greyish or grccni ... h 11') color with large spots of grey and 

brown It i8 stated to feed chiefly on smll.ll sheHs, nnd variou8 
inaects; to live well in confinement in gnrden~, like Plovers, and to be 
easily tamed. 

Bonaparte and Gray plaec next StrcpBilllS Aphriza, with two 

speciel, TringQ oorealu, nnn T. I'irga ta of Latham; and Plu,. 
viatlellus socia/is of H ombron. 

It is pOSSible that Anar~!lnchu, frontalil, a rcmll.lkable bird from 
the OceaDic regions may belong to tbis sub-family. 

Sub-film DROMADlN.M, Gray, (In part.) 
BiIII.-ngthened, compre~sell, smooth, barely grooved, very strong, 

with the culmen gently archlllg towardll the tip which is pointed; 
lower mandible at.rongly nngulated; gonYli long, commencing near 
the ohin; billahghtly de~ccndlDg at 6r~t from the chin; nostrils oval, 

latenl, t¥,!tr the bal!e, pervIOUS; wings long, equal to the tail, lat 

primary longest; tail evcn~ or barely rounded; tareua very long, as 
alto the hare portion of the tibia.; feet much webbed, especially the 
outer and middle toe. Bonllparte mll.ke8 thi. a .eparate family 
lJrtmIadWfI!, and plaeea it between the C4iontd~ and H~did •. 

Geb. DROltA6, Paykull. 
St,n. ErMiD, SlfIDley, after LathlllD. 

CW.-ThoM of Uie aub-family of which. it .. is .. tbt only 
rtIfoI'61 cli:ati Ye. 
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