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sometimes, but Incorrectly, called the Golden-eye, thb 
name bemg used and wanted for the very different. 
"peclt~s descnbed above 

The bill IS nearly All of .t blm'-grey colour, only the 
tip bemg hlad., and }<; muth bnghter In tbe old male ... 
than In othE"rs 

The length IS about elghtl*'11 Inches, the \\ mg eight 
Inches, the shank (Jne aml-a-half. and t.he bill JUSI 
under two. 

The female 15 a httle !omal1er 
The Tofted Poch.trd mhabil .. Ihe northern pdrt of 

the Old World, hreedlng m th .. north and ml~ratmg 
'iOuth m wmter dS far a<; A hY!.SlnlJ., Chma .lnd India 
,mel straymg even to the Mal:\y Penmsula and 
PI,lynesla II}<; !>llspected oj breedmg III the hills In 

4,bYSSIOlu and rna} do so In India It IS rather a laft 
breeder, laymg In june, the egg" number eight and 31\ 
pale olive Kreen A" It has bred and multiplied most 
fredv on the LOPdon park welter<). and numbe r<; fly 
,Ibout there unplllioned, It "'ould hi' d good Idea 
lu mtrouuce it on lakes In Indian hlU statIOns 1 .. 1 
IndIa It IS common m the Deccan, Central Provmc~. 
,md Chota Nagpur, It IS also found In the Indo-Gan· 
getlc plalfl, but not abundantly It does not appear t(l 
go furthe r south III India than the northern part of ,hl' 
(Olmbatore dlstnct In Mampur It has been loum! 
very abundant. and ha<; a lso been met With near 
Mandalay 

It commonly occurs smgly or In smalifiocks, but some­
t imes In large numbers, and frequents open sheets of 
water, It IS a very fine diver On land It moves mort" 
awkwardly than any Pochard I know, hobbling as If 
lame In both feet It IS parhal to aOlmal food, aaJ said 
to be not first-class fo r eatmg It hreecl .. more freely 
In captivity than do PochaTds In general, and In the 
London Zoological loardens In I8.t9 crossed With the­
Whlte--eye. the resultmg hybndq conhnulDg to breed 
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either inter Sf! or with the onglnal parents for more than 
ten years-a fact to be rememberfSd in dealing wi th 
doubtful Pochards, which should therefore whenevf'r 
possible be submitted to some authon ty for identifica­
tion. 

The Green-beaded Pocbard or Saer'. 
White-eye. 

N yroca ban. B'.ANfORD, Faun. Rrlt. Ind., Birds, 
Vol IV, p. 461. 

VE.I""ACtfLAR NA)lES.-BolO 1.a1bigra, Cachar. 

ThiS Duck IS somewhat slighter and less squatty In 

huild than Pochards generally, being distingUishable In 

th iS respttt {'ven fwm Its ncar ally the common Whlte­
eye. 

The ma/,. has a dark glossy green head and neck and a 
gloss.y Jeep bay or chocolate breast; the upper plumage 
anti \\IIlS" are deep glossy brown, With the usual white 
on the qUllls , the under surface from the breast IS white, 
ami thl<;extencls halfway up thetlank:i, hut above passes 
gradufllly mlu lIght-hrown. The eyes are whIte, Ot 
very rarely. yellow. 

The I~mal~ IS like the male, but has a rust-coloured 
patch on each SIde of the face at the root of the beak; 
the green of the head IS less bright and IS nuxed sligh tly 
With rusty about the throat: the breast is lighter, nor is 
ItS colour so sharply defined from the white beUy as in 
the male, and there 1S less white on the Sanks. The 
male in und,ess assumes the rusty facial patch , and gets 
somewlutemottltng on the breast, and the white appear:, 
to fad/.' at tills bm!' off tbe Ranks of both sexes. 

The eyes of the female are brown, rarely grey or 
whitish. 
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The y'0ung birds are of a dirty light-bro ..... n, with wmgs 
and tat! much as in the parents. The crown is blackish, 
and there is a rusty patch on the face as in the old 
female. The colnur of the eyes ;<;alreadyquite different 
in the sexes e\'en in this plumage, so it mnst develop 
early. 

The length of the male of this specIes is about mne­
teen inches ; the wi ng about eight mches : the shank 
about an incb and-a-half, and the hill two inches : the 
female is smaller than the male, especially 3S regards 
the bill. But females in this ;;peci("s appear to vary in 
size much more than mal~, and. as in thE'Tufted Poch­
ani, some art' much duller ul\(lless like the mall'S than 
art" ot hers. 

This Pochard inhabits Eaqern Sihena. China, an(1 
Japan normally, hut appl.'ar!< to be a hi rr! of ~omewhat 
erra t ic hahits. Even in China I l is not always to he 
found easily. and to In dm it is cert ainly. I think, a m(,st 
irregular visitnr, though i[ has probably often been 
passed over for the White-eye. to which uird the young 
certainly bear a very close resemblance, though the old 
birds are easily distinguishable. It was apparently 
ob tained from Bengal in 1825, and Blyth certainly got 
one female in the Calcutta bazaar in 1842 or 1843. but 
!lid not identify it, which is not surprising, seeing that 
this Duck had not then been recognized as a distinct 
species Then. a t the end of February 1896. I got CleVl'11 
full-pl umaged hircl~ there, and after that the specit·s­
came for a time in greater or less numbers every wint er. 
being very common in 18<)6-97 and less so in 1897'98. 
I got three males and a fem;l ie in February 1899. and ;;<lW 
what was either a small dull female or a h ybri d with th,e 
co mmon White-eye about the middJe of J anual'}. We 
had in the India n Museum other birds in plumagf' i'lter­
mediate between the two White-eyes, and I tht"refore. 
think that tbey inter-breed. In the cold weather of 
1899-1900. I did nnt see mOTe tbanhalf-a-doun speci-
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mens, hut I qOI I again sa\\ a few . In 1901. however. 
nun!! appeared in the market. 

Tht! wil el habits of this Duck aresaid to resemble those 
o( tilt' Common White·eye. next to be noticed. and it 
In" s s imilar eggs ~ my own observations on its ways 
han' b~n restricted to captives. It is a better walker 
th,!1\ most Pochards. and . I have faneied, hardly so 
tim' a .d;\·er. It certainly, judging from birds in the 
tim' water a viary in the Alipore 7..oological Gardens, 
fis('S more easily un the wing and fli es with less effort 
Ih2.11 oth(' r Pilchards. I noticed that at Alipore our 
h lrd~ ('ould rist! well up into the roof alld fly round and 
fOlll!d like the surface·feeding Ducks. In captivity 
10 I ndlu tht' species apprar!'- to stand Ihe heat less well 
than the common Whltc-e-ye. J am ashamed to say, 
having had mort' to 0/1 with Ihis species than pro­
habl y anyone Ihat I do nol know how it tastes I 
Hill Mr. E. C Sruart Riker, who does, pronounces it 
v('ry had . 

ThetWhite-eye . 
. Vyroca fUTl/gillta , BLANFORD, Faun. Brit . Ind .• 

Birds, Vol . IV, p. 460. 

VERNACULAR NAMEs.~Karch'ya, B""T4'~mlJ.dtl . 
H. : LaibigTi. Bhufi-ha1lS. Beng. ; 81111114, Sind: 
Malar. l'\epal Terai. 

This specie-s, sometimes, but very erroneously, called 
a " Wigeon ,. by sportsmen, is the smallest of all our 
Pochards, helng :;iighter, if not much shorter. than the 
Tufted species. 

The male has the head. breast, and flanks, rich glossy 
bay or mahogany-red ; thl'! belly and stern are white, 
and th(' uppcr plumage and wings dark brown, with the 
usual white on the latter, aIid the inner quills glossed 
green . It appears not to go into ""nd,eS$ at aU. The 
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eyes are white, this colour appearing before the blftl 
is in full plumage. 

The female is much duller and darker III colour. has 
not the white belly so clearly defined frorr. the breast 
and has grey eyes, but is otherwIse Similar. ' 

The young bfrd is of a general dirty yellowIsh brown. 
with wings and tail as in the olcl. It IS rather reddish 
about the head generally, but shows no black shad~ 
on the crown, and by this and Its smaller size can hE" 
distingUished from the young of the Eastern White-eye. 
The old birds on the water are eaSily distmgulshahle at 
a distance, not only by the Size. but by the present spe­
cies showing no white above the water-hne except on 
the stern. 

The male IS about seventeen Inches long, With a wmg 
about seven , shank rather ove!' one, and bIll about one­
and-t hree quarters. The. females Are smaller. 

ThiS little Pochard inhabit .. the Med Iterranean area, 
Central and Eastern Europe, and Sout h-Western Asia. 
bavlng thus a more southerly range than most Pocbnrds. 
It is residfmt, and hreeds IR Kashmir, and in w'!.nter 
visits tbe plainS of India, being common throughout 
Northern India, as far East as Bengal ; in Northern 
Burma. Assam, and Manipur, whence t have examined a 
palf, procured by Lieutenant H. H. Turner, and now in 
the Indian Museum. In Central India. the Central Prov­
inces, and the Bombay Presidency, It is less abundant. 
but no rarity; but It occurs only occasionally about 
Ratnagiri and has not yet been recorded from Southern 
India or Ceylon. 

This White-eye hkes weedy waters, and does not asso­
date in large flocks, rising. when disturberl. In twos Of 

threes. It is a splendid diver, and owing to t he iocali­
ties it frequents, peculiarly difficult to capture If only 
winged. I do not think, however, it dives so well as the 
Tufted and Common Pocbards. Refore leaving Inma 
I bad my water-fowl caught up from the Indian Museum 
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tank by native fishermen wIth n~ts. and though the­
WhIte-eyes of both Species [this and N bttnJ we(t' 
readIly captured, I had ttl abandon the attempt to net 
the others mentioned It breeds 10 the Kashmir lakt:s 
tn June. laymg nme or ten buff-coloured eggs 1n a ne~t 
madt' of dry rushe<; plared amid thlck reeds, etc. clos(' 
to the water It IS said to he very poor eating, but 
, have found It palatable enough, I t was commonly 
eellen In Calcutta In my time 

There are a numher of ot11<o't A~l a(.c .:hvlll!:-uud ........ hlch 
t lf'lnJ; mO!.tly manne except In the brcf'(hng'lo"ason, are not 
hkr1y to occur '" Imha hut may be ""peeted to tUrD 'Ip 00 tht: 
(hIDe'!ot' Coast They all rn ... ("nt th~ typical d lvlDt(·dnck 
,tructute tn a hll:"h !let/ree 0 ,It'vdopmt'nt. are malllly ... mmal 
ttuler. amI nont' an verv /:00<1 to "a t 

The Loftl .taiJed Duck. 

Hure/do ~/1l(/al'$ SAL\ \00111 Bnt Mus Cat Rmh 
Vol XXVII p ,II<) 

J Ius IS a rather sm ... JJ I,ut very dl~tlnct-looklnt/ Duck W1th a 
v ... rv ~hort hIli. short", thAn the shank and the tul \0 tbe mal" 
wIth t .... o long centre-feathers hke the Plnt .. ul drake'~. thl" 
pC'cubar trIle flf tail only occurs In thflSc two very dls~lmllar 
Q"ck.. The Lou!:-ta,led d rake, ho .... <!ver , ct3.'n~ )IIS long t"'ll­
[ ..... thers alway~ even when In undre.~ plumage 

10 hl$ full plumolge the male I, mo-tly whIte but ha..~ llI"'t 
of the Win!:\> hack lower brea, t and Inng centre tilll-feathetlj 
black the head 10 greYI)h and there I~ a bro",'Tl patch nn the 
' Ides nf the 1Il'cl.: The male lfl 5uonm~' u,.a,eu 13 OIal.llly hlack 
.... '1Ui the ullliu piUtII wh.te the back va.n.egaled by che~h1.Ut 
edgsngs tn the feather~ and the face smoky g rey 

The hili IS slate colour with -a broad band 01 salmon-colour the 
legs grey. and the ftyeol reddl!h-bro .... n 

The !'''lIde has an ()rumary short tal\, -and 16 dull blaclush 
oIbove With hghter edg.ng~ on the shoulders. and white below . 
!be alao h.i.5 the ~ldeA of the bead dirty white. and the t hroat 
and neck brown 

The male b Gbout twenty·two IftcL"':S long. the loug eeDtre 
w l·featben a<lCOlliltlcg lor eIght, .... Ith a btU JURt over th ... mch 
and shank About an Inch and-e.-half. the closc<\ 'N\nK I~ m llf 
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inche!l. The femalc. though little ~mal1cr. is. of COllrs~, much 
"hOTter on ateount 01 the different tad. Th~ hacusome Duck 
IS as distinct in hahits illI in appearance. It I~ an \rctic bIrd. 
ranj(i ng all round the northernmost J'art~ nf the Northern 
Hemisphere. and migTatinlC !.Quth In winter a~ far as ltalv ou the 
on.: ~Ide and South Carolina on the other. It i" found iIi China 
a nd lapan at this ~e3.-'<On. tn itt< wmter haunts it b main ly a 
~ea-< uck. and the rnO!lt Qteanic ul ull, f.'crlmg In nuu·water on 
~n1~ 11 cru9tacea. etc .. 110 that it I~ mdcpen<ient of th" bottom. 
II I~ D nn .. dover ..... nd. unhk~ JIIO!II 'hvuw-rluch. lively and 
;"l('tlve On the winK. and ready to tak., Ihght. The- c,"\11 is a loud 
I(ahbhn~ note and often uttered' in fact Ihe hl rd. are..o no1s" 
that t.hey are un,li!allantly Llllled "Okl-S'luaw " in Am"ri.. ... 
Th~y hreed In high latltudf'!l1 , laY'nl(. aloonl 1J"'bl1mme-r. half·a 
!lo~"n {lr more I(reyi,h·bull CJO(' in a nc,1 nn tlw ~Tolmll. 

The Harlequin Duck. 
C(J$I"om.lla hl5l'lu>unI. S~I..V\OO'tI , Bnt. \1 ~1~. <:a\ . 

Bird~. Vol. XXVIt. p. jQ' 

SJu'W"-tf(/''''' . Japane, ... 

'J hI' Harlt"'I.uill IS anothl'r rather 'mall Ihlck 01 ~trikln~ 
"PI't";lrance ",.th a short hi ll about the l~ngth of the ~hanl< . 
T],., tail i., of rath~ r morc than ordinary ll'nJ(th, and p01llt~d . but 
no t c: ... e.<ljiv.,ly 10nl{. 

The malr i ~'m05tly o f a curiou ~ dark ,Jal),·hlue colour . more 
what ont' would e x pect in a pigeon than a duel<. WIth the wiugs 
hack and tail black, and flanks chutnnl . Ih~rt' i .. also II dreak 
of chestnut along the head from I'a: h eye, anll Ih'" pluma~", is 
curiously ,hvetsiti.,d by white markmgs-a ~triPf' along each side 
01 the crown, a patc-h in frontal the eye~ Rnd one over each t"ar. 
a Hripe do· .... n the side of the D~ck. & bar acros~ the ot"Ck at the 
lowe r part. and another in front of the wmg, a.nd ~ulJdr\' 
marking~ on the sho ulders , and inner win~·featheN. T ilt" hill 
. ~ ~Iate-coloured and the legs brown: tht" eye!! dark. 

The ftmlllt i .. drab Ri>ove. I(etting paler on the- um.lerparts , 
WIth a dirty whitt' forehead and a whIte patch hefor~ the t"ye, 
an, I spot on the ear. as in the drake: the underpa.rt~ are allla 
marked with white. 

The male is about tieventeen inches long. WIth the lin ana 
~hank rather aVe"!" an inch, and the closect wmg <'illut inch l!S. 
Th~ distributlon of this Duck is cu:rious : it inhabib Greenlao.d 

ann Iceland, but is rare in E\ll"o~; It i~ at home ill the Far 
Ea.. ... t of Northern A~i" and vi!its Japan in wInter; it also breeds 
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'11 tho: North of th ~ N~w Yoorl.-l gOl nll asfua~Cahforruaon 
n"ll"ra bon It hl\~ e.ght or more eglC" about rllldsl.1mmer of a 
H~iUll} colour and ~mooth silriace It I~ r~ma.rkable lor . t!> 
power of 'IWlmm ln!t 111 ." Ift 'tn ... m~ hul frequllul;<o tho: !I"a 10 
wlllt"r 

Tho: Scot<·n, \()rdn"w) are lar/l" lhl'lII~-duck~ w.th good· 
,u ... 1 bIll, black pluma.::ed'l1 the 11Mle and 'vol y_brown In thl! 
Io:malo: se:.;, breedmg Inland In th~ north, and neqllenbng the 
~ea m "Inter fh ey h Ulld I'lL' th~ I:"rounu and lay cr~am·coloured 
I'ltg~ Nonl' occur In Ind'a but 'OTTlf' may he lookffi lor on the 
<- hlne~f' coa~t 

The Common Scoter. 
O t d r llflfl III{'(I ~AI \ <00111 nrlt l'ttu~ (at. Dlrds 

Vol ~X\ II P ~O l 

h hldck aU o"er In the "'''', "It II the black 1,,11 whIch 
ras .. knob at the lld.~r rnark",l WIth a \)rl)ad hn"ht yellow 
~tr ..... 1.. <\0" n the centre, the Ie!:> .. rl' .l.uk oh v~ I he Ir,"41r ,~ 
<la rk "TO"'\1 w.th ~umr whIte on tlU" throat and aWomen a 
hl.lel.. 1 .. 11 and olive Ie",. th .. t')~~ .. re d.uk III both The mal .. 
• ~ ahaut t""llty Ille .... ~ lUll", w,th 1,,11 .1bout two ",,<'l·a·half 
.. h .... l t.. n~ar'" two a ud ciO'le'\ "Ill!: rullt" :1I,,1.,.·hRII 

I he LOlllmon Scot!"r ranl/C'" fro", Ie .. ]"",] throu,.:h I "plaDd 
la~t \0 tht" T;umyT Penln~I,la and Wlnt~r. 11." t .. r sout" as th>:l 
\l tlllt~rtam·dn It" not "l \'~t~ J,kch tn rtl to occur In E~terll 
"~I' "h..,r~ . t« place , ~ tak .. n h\ Ih~· followlnll ~('l'C I Cl< _ 

The American Seoter. 
O, dcmlD a.tI ~~IC/l"/I, '>M VADO'U Bnt :o.fu~ Cat , Buds, 

\01 XXVII. P 4u~ 

1 hl~ ,~ ""ry ~lm,l .. r to the last hut ha~ the knob on the 
IU"Je'~ hill all yello". a~ \' the upper hlllllcnerally but With a 
sc.orlet flush a loilit th" ~I" e~ AithouJ(h ct .. efty an Amencan 
bud. .t I~ found 111 North F"a~t A"" and V'lIlts Corea and 
Japan on Wlntt'r 

The Veivet Scoter. 
Oede,"ID ""'I'. SnvAooRI Bot \fUll. (,.at, Buds, 

Vol XXVII P 406 

h a conslderablv bt,gger b.nf thl1l\ tb.e last two ...... th tbe dark 
plumage dlverJ\6.ed to)' a wlute wmg· bar 111 both sex"'. The 
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black male bu hll bill , wro('h I. ~ .... ol\en at th" bau, blaek 
there and round the edge, o ran tte ,)'ello... elsewhere, and hl~ 
leI{. reI! He bu al;w a small "lute patch !lndn the eye The 
dark-brown It ",aJ~ hall a larke Ihrty while palch befor" th .. 
.. ye ~ml " 11011\11 one behind It , her IlIl1 11 dark s lale-colour 

The male 11 about t~nty·lwo 'nche~ long, Wllh a hi li rather 
nver two and-a-nalf, shank J~t under Iwo, and winK fa'l,er over 
It'n and-a-half. 

Tnl' Sc;oler lO.hablu the oorthe rn part. 01 th .. Old WorM 
I( .. nera.lly. mlsn.bng $Outh 11:1 wtnter-unl('s~ Indel'!(\. (e<'onl" 
]rom F.uttrll Aata contern Ih r I",XI ~p'et, e~ 

The Eutem Velvet Scater. 
O,tI~"'flC4rlJo. C; ... IV")ORI. 8nt '1u, Cat, BIt<]h Vol. 

XXVII, P 411 

In _I'll. Specie;, the ma.le ' J!. h lU ha.., a IIIOf<il delinlte knou a l 
Ihe b .... e anel 1\ red !It the 5ull">, ... nd the white eye SpOI " 
.Uuated further back It b Ih t . h llf1lC.terl!ttll .. whi te-win>: 
!mrred Scotd' of North-Ea.!.tern -\111\ a ncl l~ found In wlntel 
('On th .. CO&'18 of Japan ami Chlnll 

The Surf Scoter. 
O, de",.a f'nsflclllatIJ S ...... V ... UOItI. 

Bud" Va XXVll , p -tlJ: 
C.Jt. , 

15 3.11 hlack an the NIII" except for a wh, te patch.on the 
c rown anll a nother on thO' back of t he ntek, the bill .. InSh 
and '!wollen all along, unlike thai of any o ther Dutk. and h 

gaily lolnurell WIth searlet . yellow, while and black The legB 
are red and tbe eye. wrote The dark·bcown female IS marked 
with .... hlte on the back oj the Dl'Ck. the throat, aDd the face, 
her lollll~ 1ark slate, and Ie51' fxagge1'Aled In form than th .. 
male' •. 

The male 15 about twenty-one Hlche!! long, With the great bill 
two and·a .. half, I haak about two, and cl08ed wutg mne and .. 
a·half 

Thll Scoler " an Arcttc Amencan bud, but also OGCUh In 
the Eut Allahc couts at times 

The Elder') &re aho Dorthern divlog-ducb, bpeclallJ' lIlanno 
tn babtU They breed In the htdt north 00 the RfOund. laytllJ: 
CJCI{S of an oltve or greenISh ilrab colour The male. aTe 
ctuetty black-and-white, all!\ their felDlles mottled-brown, 
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mute like those of tbe ~urlace-rel'<lm" Ducks, to ... bleh, rather 
than to th .. other dlVlng-duek~, thl"y .r~ allum 

The Common EJder. 
:o.()"'III~nlJ ... ,>11",,, ..... , -'A1.VAOORi, Unt. Mu~, Cat .. 

Blnl~, Vol XXV II P 42,. 

J h,~ Elde r h;u, a lart;e ., trang bill WIth the fe:llherulll of tht" 
(ace runnlllg do" n It. both from the forehead :1IIe! o n the s ides 
from the clict"k" The malte . ~ c\""ll y whit .. ahove, hlack on Ih .. 
"''"}(~ dud below With a L>lac l; ""1' and .. pal£lI of IIKht g reen 
at the back o[ the head HIs llill ami fect Me ohv"'l/: ret'n , 
an e! cl'e~ d .. r~ In umlre<\s he IS nearly all h ldek 

1 he funal, h n,ott letl-hrown, ~ometlm .... wllh a black "'In~-u..r 
bore! .. t t:<] With ... hlte rh .. male t~ about 11"0 feet 10D~, With .1 

1,,1] "hollt two 'nehe~ long shank r ll ther lesb and clcxed Win!: 
" I·:l1ly1l. fool It IS d. large, he.tvy·lookln/f Duck 

fb'b hm l . the celebrated producer of the Etdcr·\luwlJ of com­
mcrce-or at ](· .... 1 some of It-range:> from Iceland o;:a.t to the 
Yem.,Cl, and l ,lOges south In WlnteT t o the Mediterranean , It 
a pmctJcaJly pllr tJy a ..ea ·d llck It.b r .. pJ:u,etJ m .... menca by 
a v...-y nearly a lhed race IS d~" U~')' 

The PacifIC- Eider. 
~"""tlr~UI V''''K'III'' S"'1.VAOOIII, 

nmls, Vol XXV II , p 430 
Ont "'II~ Cat .. 

H a~ .. n Oran!-:e b,ll m the III,.J~ , ",hu,n "I." ptlSs~"l> a hlack 
V .. haped nl"rk on the th roat It mhanlt::! Ih ... " ortilern ro.uot<. 
nf th ... l'aclhl and when hrcl'iltng dOl'" not k ..... p ~o cioo.e to 
Ih ... ~~. a .. tlw corumon Erner It r~ Ihl~ ~peC I~ which may 
he \ xprcte" to occur On the ( hlnl""" co."t II ' wInter 

The Kina' Eider. 
SO f1lakf,/J ~"",'"/,,',s, SAI.VAOORI, Bnt, Mu~ Cal 

Birds, Vol, XX\' U: r .$.l2 

In th~ Speci l-'; the ""'/, ha, a large knoll on the fatehead , 
hiS plumage 1S mO!ltly .. hit .. ahove and bladl below ilS In the 
Common olnd Pat lfie F Iden, but Ihe cap 19 lavt1lder.f(fey_ Th ... 
bill I!I red, or.olle on tht' basal knob, a.nd the IeI' oranKe-red 

T be fr",aJe I. uke tr~ COOLmon E,.uJez- female, but hu the f .. a . 
lhenng of the Ic-rt'bead ruonluj(down further t han In that bl re!, 
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rn-ching the Ie-'el of the DOSUa., whereas ill the COIDlIIOIl Eider 
femall!.itdC.lell not wme more than hall.way. Beside. the 
present llpecics i. a smaller bird. with the male', bJ..lI only a. little 
over two. thO! s hank Leu than two. and the wing hardly over 
len inella. This is purclr an Arctic Duck, found a ll .round the 
world. but it has. occurrec in " 'inter as far ~outh as Venice, an,l 
may turn lip In China.. 

The Spectacled Eider. 
A"/Olulia {ut M,i, SIII.v"DOal , Hm , M,,:. .. ;at .. Hinl~ , 

Vol. XXVll , p. 4&': , 

In tbe male 01 t his curious Duck the p lumal!;e j.,j m ostly whit e 
abeNe a nd duk-grey below, with tbe back 01 the hea,l olive. 
grun, but t htl most charactcrut ic poi:! ! i, a ~tiny whit.: Il3.tch. 
IlOrdered with b lack. rOllnrt t he ey". whieh is white; th':l bill 
i. orange and tbe fecI olive. The f"male is U1ott1~·brown with 
a blul.h bi ll . 

The male measures .. oout Iwent y·one inche!l, wi th the hill an 
IUch long and t he sb:mk about a ile and.;!..half; the wing'S 
IC'n inches. This Duck inhabil ~ the ,""orth PaCific, on no,h 
~hl~, hut is bes t known as an Am<!rica n bird . 

SteUer'. Eider. 
H",stolldla i ttllltri. ::;"1.\' AOOIlI. Bria. :\\U5.1..'a.t .• Birdll, 

Vol. XXVll , p .• ' 9. 

T hil is the smallest 01 th~ Eidenl , witb nauc 01 :heir charac· 
teristic peculiarities of hill or face . but very beautifu l plumlL/o!r 
In tbe male, which has 10DII;: hanginjl ~houh.ler 'pl umn;. of ~ d .... " 
hlue wita white ~g:inKS. The general colouratlon II o;onrpliClte, j 
and diffic.ul t to "'e!Cribe: the head is "hite. vari<!'tl witll .. lI,,·· 
I:fteD and bluG- black; th~'I"e is lI. white pat~h on thp win:; . • "' '' 
.a purple baT followillg it; the back i, blue·black. aDd thr under 
I':lrtl chcstnut. Th" b ill is gray and the feet brown. the ~yu 
duk. The female is 01 a 1lI0ttlpd· hrown, with a putPli.h· hlack 
har. borderert with white, on the wiog. 

T bemale iJ only abou t eighteen inches lool! , with the bill )lI:St 
under two inchell, and the "5 hank little over Doe; th., "1nt mell­
~ur~ about eight and·a·half . 

Stelln', E ider inh,.hibl the ru,h nOtthll'm latitudes of both 
worlds, but is rare in the wen of the 01'" World; it lOay perhaps 
be found to OU;Ur on the Chlnete cout hi "'''n i t'!". 



CHAPTER VI. 

True Duc .... -(Contin""d.) 
HAVISt.. /lUW disposerl 01 the diving Anal;na:. we come 

to the pedf"StrHln and pelcliing con tingent, character­
ized by b('aring s<Jrne r{'semh~ance, :ither in structure ur 
habits, hI the Geese, as the divers dHt to the Merganst'T!'>. 
I group tugether the genera c(lmposing thiS sect)!..n 
purdy for ('onvenience, as tht"y have often little ;n 
(,f)I:lnH111 and are not always nel'!.rly relalt-d. But the 
samt' may he said of some of the diving genera, · which 
are nevertht'-less always grouped together: a.nd it i~ 
important tl) hro:-ak up this big sub-fami ly into managt"­
able groups. 

The goose-iLkc Ducks, then, have this common point 
Of {llffcrence from the rest of the sub-family, that thl' 
bill and shank are about equally long: the latter may 
be shon, dnd In that case the bill is so also. The hill 
is nt'vcr lon~, but a comparativp.ly short bill means a 
lonb !>.hank for a Duck if the lengths are equal. an ordi­
nary Duck's beak much exceeding its leg in length 
Most of the prescnt sectIOn have the sexes alike, or nearly 
so, in plumage, which IS striking, and forms an easy 
means of idenllf'icalion. 

The seven gon~e-l! k ~ ' genera, comprising eight spe<:ie<;, 

• I poioled 'OUI .. bove , (,,' ""U"'''"'. Ih~1 Ihe Goldep.eye I. n""rt'r Ihe 
.Mer-I....,"" ... lball lbe PocbMtlh; ""d 11'1 .. ~urr_I., 1 "",Ih III fo,elgn .11 .... 
(,<'II'UI e .. "_t,,P'IJ.) do nOI el"sel), re..enlblt! .ny oUler dlYlnl'Dllek, 
while ill plum., .. al lttIy .... 1 .. Ih~y ~l>proQch a ."'faoe·I~'ni Duck 
fOllQd in ~b lunuica (H.t"DIIU/Q ",.kll!il14.). The lIent'r.] res<'o,' 
bIaDce io {or'" III d'.n,. Ducks 'for. , no doub!, wito III .. habIt 01 
oli"nl'_ tnlbll which may be a~ql1"..n, &. I . hlo.l! later bAR ot"C'UIOn Ie 
meGlion, by the $ut~fe>ede'.. Thf' Whlll!<>rs a ... lI,ho aim,," " , ",u~h 
di ... n a~ PodI .. d, a~ 
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art: t:Q..,lly dlstmgUl!.hable from each oth(or and lrom all 
nther I nd1an Ducks as follows -

Thl! Whut/en (two species) by their short-QulUed 
Wings., which are all black beneath 

The Sheldrake by its hrlillant pled plumage of white, 
black and chestnut 

Tho: Rrahnnny Duck hy It<; chestnut or-buff plumage 
and black-and-white wings 

TheColnb-dfH k bYltsiong ddrk 1~\Ilgs.d.nd whltehelly. 
The tut/o ll-/ral by It!. m,nute !,Ize (<;mallu than a 

pigeon) and Inch-long bill 
Th!;' Mandanll Dllc"k by tht: pnmaf}'-quill'i being s11-

very-grey on the outer and !.tet"i hlu!' on the Inner web, 

Thl:' W'geoll hy thl:' combmatJOn of .I blll iesr. thar. 
two Inc he!> long with a ten-' nch wing All J)uch with 
a hill a .. "hort .IS this have a much .. hort er II 109, not Ol"er 
eIght Inche!> BeSides. the blue-grey culour of ;:be 
Wigeon's hill distingUishes It from aU other short-bl!1ect 
~pecles 

The two Whistlers, so-called from thelT ""hlsthng note, 
belong to a very natural and eaSily recognizable genus , 
In addition to the rolour of the under-surfac.e of thtl; 
Wings, they are notlceahle for the peculta r broad rounded 
form of these Though large for the size of the bird, 
the wlng!fhave the pInion-quills "cry short, not showmg 
\\-herl they dre folded. The body IS of unusual form for 
a Duck, being light and slim, With the thlghs prominent . 
the legs are set far back. hut close together, so that the 
hlfds walk Without allY of the usual swaylOg orwaddhng 
m the galt so proverbially characteristic of Ducks. The 
neck and shanks are long and the feet large, the middle 
toe hemg longer than the shank ; the outer toe, however, 
dot'S not nearly equal It mlength, and the hmd toe, which 
IS unlobed, I !, longer thaI! 10 other Ducks. The tail IS 
\'ery:.hort and rounded,and the body short and narrow: 



J 

(POlS" &I) II . G~nyokt , del. 
Shoveller. 

Wileen. 



\\ ATER f"O WL OF INOlA AND ASrA. 6S 

the bill presents no remarkable potnt. These birds, 
as above stated, \\alk well, though tbey do not come 
ashore much TheIr fhght IS eaSIer than that of most 
Ducks, but not SWI ft or powerful . they percb freely, and 
dIve for food hke Pochards, but with more of a spnng. 
They are omm vorous feeders, fall' eatJng themselVes. 
and bUIld usually In trees The sexes are alike In plum­
age, and the young differ very httJe from them. The 
two specIes, though much ahke, are ea!llly to be distin­
gU Ished, as the descnptlOns will show, so that a key IS 
unnecessary In thIs case 

The Small Whistler. 
DendroGYGga 1allllnlw., BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. 

Ind , BIrds, Vol lV, p 430 

VERNACll "R NAME!, -S.U" S.,nalu. C/nlteJ. H. 
Saral, 5hrell, Ha.1'1'al.-hans, Beng , HansraJ.. 
Unya A rle, Ad/a, Mahrathl , Horall, Assam ; 
TUf!;I, Manlpur, Yerra Chi llullla, Tel., Yet'­
rUllil, Mal , (hemha Tara, Tam (Ceylon), 
Saalu, Tat/a Saaru, rmg . S,-$a-1. , Bunnele. 

'ThIs IS, m "pue of Its somtlwhat " .... k .... ard proportions, 
a neat-lool..mg Ilt flt~ Duck, with the head, ntl'Ck, breast 
and fl anl..s dllll , crown of head brown, belly chestnut, 
and upper !turfaC'e slat e WIth chestnut bars There IS a 
,"aroon patch al the roo/ o/lhe tad ahove, and the Wings are 
maroon and greYish black above 

Young birds are altogether dun below, Wlth none (If 
the chestnu t colour 

The bill IS dark-grey and bJack, eyelJds bright yellow. 
eyes dark and feet dark-grey 

Tbe length IS about a foot and-a-half, the Wing 
between seven and eIght lnches, and the bill and. thank 
nearly two. 

5 
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The Small Whistler IS a common species almost 
throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma; I t is found also 
in the Andaman and Nicobar IsJands,and from the Malay 
Peninsula to Java. In the Himalayas and PdnJ ab, 
however, It IS not found ,or only rarely, and IS, of course, 
absent from desert tracts. It IS reslden t, but moves. 
a bout considerably at different seasons. It frequents 
wooded localities, perching much on trees, and prefers 
weedy ponds and marshes to open water. It generally 
builds on trees, either makmg a slick nest for Itself, or 
appropriating the deserted home of some other bud ; but 
it may budd In herbage by the water. In most parts of 
IndiA the breeding !.eason IS. J uly and August , but In 

Ceylon may be a'i early as February. About a dozen 
white eggs are laid, and tne y~ung, If the ne:>t IS high up. 
are cam ed down In the feet of Ihe parents. 1 he fl('~h IS 

saul to be poor, but makes good soup ThiS Dud; 
should not be allowed always to go unscat hed by peL pIe 
who desJllse it as game, for natives are glad to eat I t, 
and it is so quarrelsome with other Ducks that I have 
no doubt It tends to drive away more valuablf' Spe-<:If>5 . 

DtJMrocycga !utva, Bl.ANFORD. 
Birds, Vol IV, p. 432 . 

Faun. Bnt. lnd 

VERNACULAR NA)IES :-BlIrra S ,U., H. 

This 1S a cunsiderably bigger bird than the last, and of 
"Very ungainly appearance, owing lOitslargecoarsehead 
-and bill and very big feet ; the general body c.olour is 
~hestnut throughout, not on the belly only ; the upper 
-surface is black wltb chestnut ban, tbewings black, with 
a dark maroon patch, and a crtJaffl~colo"'rtJd tlJkt. f"'" 
.places 1M ".aroo" at the , oot 0/ t.le tail. There J,S, a bold 
black streak down the back of the neck. a whitish shade 
round the middle of It, and some wh1te. dashes on the 
Sanks, in this species.. 
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The bill IS grey and black, l"yel1ds French-grey, eyes 
dark, and feet French-grey, or at any tate much paler 
than In the Small Whistler 

The Large Whistler IS about twenty Inches long, wltb 
a wmg about eight and-a-half, and bill and shank about 
tv.-o and-a-quarter 

It has a very remarkable distribution. being found In 
AfTica south of the Sahara and Madagascar, and In Cen­
tral dnd South Amenca, as well as m India south of 
the Himalayas, Ceylon, Pegu <lnd Toungoo In the 
Madras Pr(>Sldency and the Deccan It I'; very rare, and 
falfly common In Lower Bengal , but over India gen­
erally It IS scarce Its ranty may bl' due to the abund­
ancE" In IndJa of the Small Whistler, which, I have obsE"r­
ved It usually fears and gives way to It hdS a stronger 
and more rapid flight than Its relative, IS5ald to be better 
eallng, and oceUI"<; III small flocks It builds In trees, 
the eggs are larger than those of the small o;peClC!'; 

The Wauderine Whi8tfer. 
nrlld~("'y&6Q. '"&1<414, 5"'1.V,4.001l1 Bnt Mus Cat, Bud., 

Vol XXVIJ P 1 S3 

h to .. great f'xtent Intermediate ,n .,: <' .!.lId plumage 
belw~~\1 our two Inchan epeeu·. l'hf' head ha.. Q dlnulct 
datk cal' reachlllli: down to the eyes and continued u .. bl.&ck 
streak doWf] tht back o f the neck , the rcst of tbe head and 
neck ;tJ'e dun pa»IIlI( .nto nch bay on the underpartd a.Qd 
flanks, which latter ~ re bordered by "pla.o;hes of eream-coi01lr 
fonrung lI. Ime alonll each Side amI there It a patch of cream 
colour on f'ach tilde on the upper tall-coverts The back til 
bl.a.ck w~th chl'Stnul edgmtr:~ to the feathen, .lDd the WIOV black 
wltb a maroon patch '10 the shoulder," but the most readily 
nOliceable pamt II that tlle iJre3.l>t til spotted, though -.omewbat 
md/.5unctly, WIth Wack The hIli" Jet·black, eyn datk, and 
feet dark 8late-colou~ 

The leDgth of thIS Duck '5 about sevellteen mchfll, With the 
biD and &hank nearly two, and dosed WIIIg 111gb I and-ii-half. 

It baa a very Wide (laltnhutlOD In the East IndUIII e.D4 r-.c:he5 
the lelB.llds of lJIe P'aalic, rauglng from Java through the lllaDdl 
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to tho AUlItralia and even Fiji. In Australia It neeb OD the 
grOWld amOtl.g gran -laying about a dozen creamy-buff eW­
and il fnllfld feeding out on pla>ns at night. Sdme ill coiilinl'­
nlent In the London Zoo much re:.emble the Indiu \Vbutleh 
In their note , sociable hablta, and dIVing for food . 

The Spotted Whittier. 
Deouhoc'YCg. gMtkl14, S"",V"DOMI. Bnt. M.a. Cat., 

Buds, Vol. X XVll . 1' . d~4. 

Is about tbe nme sile ~ the lut StJec1e!1, but very d riJerelltly 
coloured, Tbe geDeral hue above IS brown , ..... Ith ligbhlr edges 
t o the black feathers; the \\1ng~ are brown. not bla.clr ; the 
l'\ce and nppl'l" neck are grey .... h and finely pencilled, a r.d t h" 
hreutand fl anks a re spotted Wllh white, the abdomen uemg 
nearly all winte. The bj\J I~ hlack and the feet grey, the 
ey~ browD. 

Tl I.UI Duck Is an Ea~t-lndlan :<pecl e~, ranglDg fronl ~bnd411ao 
111 the Philippines through Celebeoi and the Moluccas to Ne", 
GUIIIl'a. 

The Sheldrake and Brahmmy, though differing Sf) 

strikingly in plumage, ought cel"l:tinly to be kept in the 
same genus, as thcy are by some ornithologists. Even 
as to colour, their ~ngs are almost identical, being whIte 
with blac k primaries, bronze-green secondaries, and 
chestnut tertiaries. The different species of Sheldrake 
(genera Casar,a and Tador"a) are, indeed, so nearlr, 
related that they have been known to " throw back' 
when crossed. like domestiC breeds of one species. In 
the Londou Zoological Gardens, In 1859. a female of the 
grey-headed South African Btahminy (Cas""A ,ema) 
very like our bird, crossed with a malt: of the common 
Sheldrake (T culorna cornula). and the result was a couple 
of pencilled dark-grey birds, very elosely resemblmg the 
AustralIan Grey Sheldrake (Casa,.,,, tlJi(mwides). This 
reminds one forcibly of the case communicated to De.r­
win by Brent, wherein a cross between a white .Ayles-
1IMry and a blaek Labrador Duck produced some birds 
resembling the wild Mallard. the ancestor of both I 

Both Sheldrake aDd Brahminy ilre noticeable among. 
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our Ducks for their graceful build, with IODg shanks lI.!,d 
wings, nearly squarl! tau. and lIght body. They swun 
high in the water, and walk and run quickly and grace­
(uUx the legs bemg set weU forward. They are largely 
Ian 'feeders, omnivorous In dlet, and build in holes. 
They are courageous and mtelligent, and inclined to 
associate In paIrs rather than m flocks, ' They are 
migrants, but the Brahmtny bUilds m our limits in 
the Himalayas. The sexes are very sunilar In plum­
age, and the young closely resemble them. 

The Brahminy Duck or Ruddy Sbeldrake. 
Casarca,.uflla, BLANFORD,FaUIl Bnt. Ind., Birds, 

Vol. IV, P 428 

V£RSACULAR NAMEs-rhakwa (male), Ch~kwi 
(female) : Su,.Uab, /.,,1, H , Mungh, Smd; 
Bugrs, :Beng.; Sarra, Chakra'IJJak, Mahr.; Bas­
~anaC/II:tuwa,Tel ,Kesar-pa"dla, PaKdaltansa, 
UnYIl : NII'-bath(JQ, /Vlr-koll, South India; 
Hlntha, Burmese 

Th~ BrahIluny has an ordinary-shaped. rather short 
blli. Th e general colour of tbe plumage IS rich chest­
nut , varymg from thiS to buff occaslCJnally; the wmg, 
are white. black and bronze-green, as above det.crihed ; 
the rump and tall black, and the bead and neck huH. 
The male has In summer a black nng at the base of the 
buff neck, and the female has the fore part of the h~ad 
white; otherWise they are alike. The bill, eyes, and feet 
are aU dark. 

The male Brahmmy IS about two feet long, with a 
fifteen-inch wmg, and shank and bill about two and-a­
hilH. The female IS srnaJier, 

This Species breeds lR Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, a.nd Western and Central Asta. especially in Tibet 
and 'Yark~nd, xqjgrating in -Ninter to India, Assam. 
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ManipUT, and Burma. It is not found on tbe Malabar 
Coast, nor In Tenasserlm and the Malay countries. 
though It occurs m Chma and Japan. 

It associates in pairs, though these may tomhlne into 
fil)cks", feedmg partly on grass, &c., like Gee6e, and 
partly on aquatic animals, such as shellfish, and even 
occasionall'y on carrion. Rivers are the favourite 
haunt of these birds. which are very wary , and often 
troublesome by alarming other birds. Many legendS 
are attached to this showy speCies, the best known 
representing them as being 'nhablted by the spirits 
of unfortunate lovers, and theu loud dlssvllablc rail 
certainly does resemble, as Mr. Stuart -Baker has 
pomted out, the Hmdustani eqUivalents for the 
dialogue May 1 com!', Chakwa.) No, Chakwi., &c., whl/::h 
they are supposed to ('arry on aU RIght. They are nlll 
esteemed as food, but can be eaten If skmned 
previously. , In Tibet they breed , generally in May 
and June. at elevatIOns of 12,000 to 16,000 leet, the 
n<"5t being in a hole of a bank or chff. The eggs are 
willte, and the young when hatched appear to be 
carrit'd to the water by the parents. 

The Common Sheldrake. 
Tadorlla (;OnUl ta, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. Ind., 

Birds, Vol. IV. p. 427. 
VERNACULAR NAMES :-Shah-ChakUla, Sa/aid 

S «rUab, Rararia, H,; Nira;,', Sind : Chandi 
Han s, Calcutta dealers. 

Tht!> Sheldrake IS a smaller bird than the Brabminy, 
and has a somewhat pecuharly shaped bill, with the 
profile very concave or .. dished" and the nail very 
small and 'bent sharply back beneath at an angle; the 
bill grows much broader towards tbe tip, where it is 
furnished with lobes or lips. The male assumes a 8eshy 
knob at tbe root of the bill in tbe breeding-season. 
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The colouration is very striking, being almost the 
gayest found in any Duck. It IS mostly white, but the 
head IS blaek-green. the wingS white, black, green and 
chestnut, as JO the Brahmmy ; a broad belt of chestnut 
goes nght round the body at the shoulders and lower 
brt:ast, and the scapulars, tip of tall. and a broad band 
rlovm the centre of beUy below the breast band are black. 
The stern is chestnut like the breast, but paler. 

'The bllils scarlet, and the legs ftesh-pmk. The female 
IS like the male. but duller 

Thf' young differ from both III haVing no green on the 
head. which IS browmsh black marked With white on 
I he face. and there is no chestnut or black below; more­
over the markings above are dull, and the bill and feet 
pale hVld fleshy. But they are rec0F:n1zahly like their 
parents The eyes are always dark. 

The male is about two feet long, With a wmg of 
thlrtt!en mebes, and bill and shank about two and-a:­
quarter. Females are smaller 

The Sheldrake breeds m the north temperate parts of 
Europe and Asia, migrating south In winter. At thiS 
seasull It i .. found In Northern India from tbe Indus 
Valley to Assam. and OCC1lrs also In Upper Burma. It 
I'> usually rare, but fauly common '0 plaees In Sind. 
It IS essentially a sea-coast bird as a rule; honr'e prop 
bnbly It<;rarity in India, though It IS more common th4n 
IS supposed . I used to see one or more in the Calcutta 
haztl tl r evt'ry year. As it is very bad eating, and quit.e 
unmistakabip when onee seen, It should, I think, be 
spared by sportsmen, If only on account of Its remark­
ahle hfo.auty of form, ('olour. and movement. It does 
nol hear captiVity well In India. though tbriving In 
Europe. The male has a lar~e. double I very thin. bony 
bulb in the windpipe. and his note is a whistle, while 
the female barks and 'luacks. It nests In burrows .. 
either made by itself or appl 'lpnated from rabbits, and 
lays about a dOU1;\yelloWlSh-Whlte eggs. 

r 
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TM ~ecI EGvnu,x GooSE. (CM'lIuqmr G!'..tYPt"l&~s) 1& 
bu:tuded by M.N.. David and Ouatalet in thelr birtlJi -of China 
on theltrengtb of the OCCW'fel1ce of ODe .peclmcn. but thil Wa.l 
probably all. ellcaped bIld, .. the apeclc$ 1$ PIlrely AfriCll.Il,. and 
.oftln kept and freely bred ill captivity. at any raUl III Europe. 
",herll.tray bird. are ofteD ahot. It 1$ reaUy a Wfre Sheldrake. 
DOt a true COOle. thoII!h aboQt equal to the Bar·headed Goose 
III fUe. Ita ge.neral co 01U' " a pale brown or creamy-dUD. 
with tine pencUllD.gtI. with ,"np coloDr~ as m a Sheldrake, a 
brown colla: toulld the ueck, browDtatch round the eye and 
on the breut, and bright pink bill a.n l e~. 

The Comb-DuelL 
Sarcidiornis fJUlanonotus, BLANFORD, Faun, Brit. 

Ind., Birds, Vat IV, p. 423, 
VERNACULAR N.UIEs.-Nukta, H . ; Nakwa, Chu­

tia Nagpur ; Naki Aansa, Udya ; Jutu ChUJUUltl, 
Tel, ; Dod sarle haki, Can, ; Ne~r kDU, Coimba­
tore; Tau--oai, Bunna; BDUlkbung, Karen. 

Tbls although undoubtedly the nearest ally of tbe 
.dainty little Cotton-teal, is a big, coarse-looking Duck. 
t'esembling a Goose in build, and (in the case of the male) 
in size. The bead and feet are large, and the neck, wings. ' 
And shanks long, The wings are rounded, the tail 
almost square, and the bill rather short and high at 
tbe root, with the nostrils far forward for a Duck, 
and. the natl large and powerful. Tbe sexes are much 
alike ex£ept in size, but the young bird has a 
plumage or its own. The male has an upright fleshy 
.comb at the root of the bill, most developed in the 
breeding season, The male's plumage is brilliantly 
glossed with metallic green, purple and b~ru:e above: ; 
the head and neck are white, speekled,wlth metalliC 
blaek, the Banks are clear pale grey, and the rest 
of the underparts white, with frequently a da.'}1 of 
deb yellow on tbe under tail-eoverts at eaeh side. TbU, 
disappean in skins, and is not always present in the 
t ive birds. 
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The female is much hke tne male in plumage. but 
duller. 

The young are brown where the old birds display me­
tallic hues, and have the head and neek market1 with 
brown mueh after the fashIon of the female Cotton~teal , 
not spotted with black or whIte. 

The eyes, bill, and feet, are all dark. as is the comb 
when present. 

The male is very much larger than the female. mea~ 
'iuring about two feet and·a-balf. WIth a ~ing of fifteen 
inches, shank two and three-quarters, and bill about the 
same; It IS much the largest of Indian Du~ks proper. 
The female IS not much over two feet long. with 1:1. wing 
about a foot. shank and bill about two inches. 

The Comb-duck has a wide range in warm countnefo 
and 1S r8i1dent ; It is found in India, Ceylon, and Burma, 
and also in Afnea south of the Sahara and in Mada­
gascar. It IS common wherE" there is plenty of wood and 
water, and rare or wanting In desert tracts. Nor is it 
tommon, if it occurs, In the distriCts south of Mysore, 
Bombav. the Deecan, Sind. the Western Punjab, and 
TenasserIm. 

ThiS Duck IS usually found in small flocks in the cold 
weather, and at other tunes in pairs. It JS .. tl'f}e--duck , 
perching and breeding In treM ; the nest being made in 
a hole or a fork, of stiCks, leaves, feathers, &c. ; the eggs, 
laId m July, August, or September, are seven to twf"Jve 
in nwnber, Ivory-white and very glossy. In its attitudes 
Oil ~ and water thiS Duck resembles a Goose, but 
does nert earry tbe neck so stiffi:y ; and it rues faster and 
JS a better diver. It IS often called the Blaek.baeked 
Goose, but IS not a Goose either in structure, plumage, 
or habits, keepmg rnueh more to the water, and being a 
very ailent bird. It is !alrly good ea~, The bur is 
powerful eno~h to draw blood when the hII'd is bandled. 
and the slight WQp~d so produeeJ is apt to festt!l:r aecord-
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ing to my exptmence The male has a small bony bulb 
in the windpipe. 

The Cotton-teal. 
N ettopus coromondclto,lIIIS, BLANFORD, Falm Bnt. 

Ind. , Birds, Vol VI, P 433 
VERNA.CULAR NAMES -Gurta . Glyn, wryu, Cur­

gl/rt'a, Hmd., Cila nKartel, Gungalil . Beng • 
Bl//lIa·hans, Dac{.a , FaTldpur, Sylhet , Dand­
alia, Unya , Le".gtt-pe,,,gel, Meromderebet , 
Kol , Ade, Adla, Ratnaglrl , Kalagat, Bumle~. 

The Cotton-teal, In additIOn to ItS very small sIze. IS 
noticeable for It 'I rather' dumpy" bUIld , short wmgs, 
long rounded tail, shurt leg .. set Jar back, and large feet , 
WIth strong sharp claws. Th e bI ll IS almost exal"t1y hke 
that of a Goose In miniature, but has the nostrils near 
the root, It tapers to the tIP, and has a large naIl fonn­
in,l{ the tIp, but at the edges It has t,he ordmary ndgmg 
found In Ducks. not the teeth of a Goose's bill. 

The plumage, hke thf' general bUIld. IS not at alJlJke 
that ()f a Goo~e , and It differs much In the two sexc'i, 
though there IS some general correspondence The tIIale 
IS largely white, With the l"rown metalhc dark-brown. a 
broad black collar below the nock, the upper plumage 
metallic green and purple , there IS a white patch on the 
pnmary qUills; the flanks are penCilled WIth blaek, and 
the under tall-coverts black The bllits bla,ck, the eye 
red, and the feet hlack , yellow down the Sides of the 
shanks and toes 

The feMale is brown where the male shows hiS metalliC 
hues there is a brown hne from the btll through the 
eye; the head and neck are speckled With brown ana 
the breast pencilled with that eolour; the flanks are 
brownish, and the under tail-coverts wlute, and there is. 
nl) white patch on the pmion quills. The bill is yellowish 
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brown, the eye dark, and the feet greenish yeUow with 
black webs. 

The young bI,ds are hke the female, and 50 is the male 
when In UnMUS, except that he retams some green on 
the Wings and the whIte patch on the quiUs. This bird 
IS only about a foot In total length, with a wlllg of about 
half that, and an Inch long bill and ~hank It has been 
called the Goose-teal, Goslet, and Pigmy Goose. hut 
\\tongly, as there IS nothmg goose-llkf' about It except 
the bill 

The CoHon-teal mhablts the grt"ater part of India, 
and extends through Burma and the Mc\I~y countnes to 
Chma In one direction ami Celebes In another A large 
vanety of It mhablt!> EJ.stern Austraha. where also a 
dl<;tmct Species IS found It IS a resident bm], never 
leaVing the country altogether . rare m Malabar, the 
Bombay PrfSldency, and Kattywar, and absent (rom 
desert RaJPutana, Smd , and the Western PunJab It 
1<; very abundant In Lower Bengal. but does not now by 
any means outnwnber all the other Ducks In the 
Calcutta bazaar, as It did In Mr Hume's time It pre­
fer:; \~ ... II-wooded country with plenty of small ponds 
and marshes It IS a very jaSl "Wimmer and ex~e1lent 
dl,'er. though usually a 5uriaCl' fet'rier, pecking about 
more hke d Coot or Water-hen than a Duck. It will dJve 
Tor food readily enough on occaSIOn, but not very neatly 
It IS the most active flyer Of all our waterfowl, hemg 
both SYdft and mmble. but It IS a very poor walker, being 
altbough qUIte able to walk normally, eunously weak 
III the legs and onwlllmg to go far at a time. It perches 
freely , It bUilds In holes In trees and bulldmgs, laymg 
In July and August a dozen eggs or oftener Jess, IVOry­
white and very ~mooth The voung seem from natIVe 
eVIdence quoted by Mr E C Stuart Baker to be earned 
down In the fwt of the old bird, they are most beautiful 
and Dlmble little creature<;, dad in dark· brown down 
With white mar~n,gs CoHon...fe&..1 moult In a.utumn, 
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)')sUag all the q,uiUs, and 1t is then that the blegoes into 
und,ess, remaming in this stage during wirtie... He bas 
no bulb m the windpipe. HIs note ludicrously resem­
bles the words" Fix bayonets," and is uttered in Right. 
Thf' flesh is very poor eating In my opinion, Dot pflsittvely 
ob}E'Cbonable, but flavourless 

The Mandarin Duck. 
A"x gakric;ulata, S.UVADORl, Brit. MUs. Cat., 

Birds, Vol. XXVII, p. 76. 

VERNACULAR NAMES :-Oshidori, Japanese. 

The Mandarin Duck. quite apart from the wonoerful 
oecorations of the fuli-pJuma!ed male, is at once dig... 
tingujshable from aU other Indian and ASIatic Ducks 
hy the peculiar fann of its wings, which are shaped m?l'e 
like a Pigeon's than a Duck's, the primary quills plair.ly 
showing for some distance hPoyond the short se<:ondarir:s. 
Tn general form it much resembles the Cotton-teal, 
havll18 a short goog&.like bill and rather long rountlfld 
t:Hl; hut It also has a full crest, and stands higher 'On 

]!1'i8S than the Cotton-t&.a1, while the feet are pro­
r ionatElIy small; the ey.ue larger than In any other 
ek. 

The fflrU6 ID full plumage 15 a most extravagantly 
decorated bud, his general " get up " heltlg supestive 
of a Btrd-<lf-Paradise rather than a Duek. HIS crest, 
very long and full, is copper-red in front , metallic green 
behind, and white at the Sides, the wblte also oecupymg 
the upper part of the face, hut ~&diDg into buff as it 
nears the ruff of bright chestnut haekles which adorns 
the neck. The breast is purplish-maroon, and the .,t~o­
men white. But the wings are tbe mpst rcma..rb.b1e 
part of the bird ; the innermost quiD is expended- OIl ita 
mner side into a elitsmut fan three incbes broe.d. wJ:iilc 
the outer web is of ordinary site and bright steei-bLte-; 
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the plIUon-qUllls are slivery~gtey on the outer and steely~ 
blue on the mner webs. There are other elegancies m 
nus little harleqUin's plumage. but it would Uike too mueh 
space to descnbe them here, and the preMnee of the 
orange ruff and Wlng·fans, or of etther ~tely, 1S 

qUite enough for Identtiicatlon The bIll 18 ~red. 
the eyes dark. and the feet dull orange wltb bl.eJc webs. 

The female IS a sober-Iookmg but damty little bini. 
but always recogruzable by the COnsPIcuOUS sllvery·grey 
and steely·blue pnmary quills. whIch are bke those 01 
the male Her general colour above 15 plain brown. 
v.lthout any markmgs, shadmg to grey on the bead and 
crest There IS a narrow whIte hne round the eye, pro­
longed back mto a streak Her Sides are mottled. wltb 
creamy· buff, and tbe abdomen ",hlte as 10 tbe male 
She has a horn-coloured bllJ and olive feet The male 
Itl uKd'ess I!> almost exactly lJke the female, more so than 
ID any other Duck, wbJl:h IS cunous, seell18 Ius extrava­
gance lD attIre when m fuU plumage The whltc round 
the eye, however, 16 less pronounced, and the head 
grever. The only easy dlstmctlon. however, IS the 
colour of the feet-In a fresh specimen- for ..hey always 
remam orange In tbe male, though hiS bill sometimes 
turns duU like the female's and sometimes retatns the 
beautiful rose hnt of the full dress. You", milks are 
like the old male Kl. u"d,ess, and young females hkt: 
thet:r mother The male is about seventeen lnc.bes 
lqns, With the bdl and shank each about one and-a­
qp.arter, and wmg lIIne and-a-balf 11us extremely 
beautIful Duck, though well known as a captive In 

'\ Ind!a-as: probably ID all eOUQtnes where there are 
Zoolopeal Gardens and fanCiers-IS a very rare 
ftraUler there In the WIld state, Its proper home­
,beUlg ~stern Siberia , ChIna and Japan. It &110 vttits 
~oorlandlDthe5ummer Itlsayeryaeuve Dock, a 
sarfacc-feeder, a.nd very mmb1P. on land., in spite of Its 
a1fl1u'ly to tbeC9tt,on-tea1. It pdcbes lreely. I.Dd lays. 
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1ta eggs, wluch are creamy-whIte, Ir, boles In trees... 
Indeed It seems very much of a land and tree-duck, 
as it 18 sometImes found lU oakwoods, feedmg on 
fallen acorns, and 8ym,g up Into the trees when diS-­
turbed, The male's note IS a sort of snortl,g whIstle, 
the female 's a sneezmg quack, not loud m either case. 
The male IS much attached to hiS mate, caresses 
her like a Pigeon , and constantly shows off hiS fine 
plumage before her, when on the wmg, however. all 
his finery IS mconsplcuoUS, and only the broad white 
eye-brows are noticeable. The only specimen "'hleh has 
occurred wild In India IS a female shot out 01 a flock 
of SIX In Assam m Mareh 1<)02 

The .Wi.eon . 
. MaTeea penelope,- BLANFORD, Faun. BTit Ind., 

Birds, Vol. IV, P 445 

VER~ACULAR NAMES -Peasan, Pata" , FAana 
Ckota-LalslT, H . Cke)!"n, Nepal, Parow, Sind. 

The Wigeon IS easily dlstm.gu1shed from all other 
Indian Ducks by Its characteristic form. The bin ;s 
very short and tapers sbghtly, the shanks are also 
short , and the feot of moderate size. The Wings are 
long and pomted, and the tUllS pomted also The 
'Sexes dIffer absolutely m plumage, and the male ID 
undress differs from the female more than ]s usual 
with drakes In thiS stage Tbe male has a large bony 
drum m the Windpipe. 

The male's full plumage ]s of a general pencdled·grey 
colour, produced by fine blaek hnes on whtte , the head 

·1 h.ovt' ,,',,"e ll Ihc ~.,.,,,,II~ uam .. ..,( ab .. WlIo;:oa "' It '. IWW .Jway' 
.. nnen h,Rtll3llltA; bill II ra.ll)' OIIlbl 10 be I'#lUl4h, as ~ .nd 
LIII_ bad II, for tb lS If !.be UllmlH 0..1l Bllrue of &f>~ "'lid of 
Dodr, probI.bl1 one ""lib F'f'I>Cllled plumap. ... _ ~ _ ...... fJI 
doth 111 ~_ of _V1111 and reGilD'!. OIH: of IIW term C-~ 
for the Oil Amerlean Pocbard, It could bardly hue bei!1I tbe~ • 
• Ina! tblS ... prot.bl, tbe t>a.cL. kno_ u k,*"1 "Ibe eraser,-
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is chestnut, wltb a cr~arh patch from beak to crown ; 
the breast browru~h pink; the tail-coverts are blaek ; 
the" shoulder" of the wing whIte. a, 15 the belly , tbe 
wmg-bar on the secondaries metalhc gretm. 

The male Ul14'ld,ess IS of a general reddish brown hue, 
moUled WIth darker, with blue-grey "shoulders" to 
the wmgs, and a whtte belly. 

The female IS mottled wIth dark and I1ght brown wit·h 
a whIte belly, and ha.. ... usually no holr on the wmg. The 
young resemble her, but the young male shows some 
green on the wing 

The bill IS French-grey wJth Ii black tiP, and the feet 
grey, the eyes dark 

The male measures about mneteen mch~s, With a 
bill of an Inch and three-quarters and shank a httle 
less. The wmg IS ten Inches long Females are httle 
smaUer 

The Wigeon mhahlts Europe, North Afnca, a.nd 
ASIa, breedl.ll.g to the north and migrating southward In 
wmter. It occurs sometimes on the North Amencan 
coast, but the common Wigeon of Nortb Amenca IS 
a I.listmct, though closely allied, specIes, Mareca 
amertcana· To Iudla and Burma the Wtgeon IS a 
fairly common v\'I,tor, It has nut bl"ell recorded from 
Ceylon. nor In the Pentnsula south of .\fysort'. It IS 
somewhat local and Irregular ID Its appearance whero 
it occurs. thus Mr Oates faIled to find It In P«!Su. 
though Mr Master found It common there. as Hum.e 
did 1ft Mantpur. and Vidal "m some years" in 
Ratnagtn. The name Wigeon IS often misapplied • 
for ibstance, the Ducks so-caUed In South Afnu and 
Austraha are not WIgeon at aU. 
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Tb8 Wigeon is not closely allied to the Duties with 
which 1 have placed It ; its real affinities being WIth tbe 
true Teal, to be treated of later It dJHen from these 
and most other lndlan Anatlna In haVIng the habit of 
grazmg hke a Goose, for which the sbort b1#l IS well 
adapted. In gait and fhght, however, this sPeeles Tesem· 
bles the ordinary surface-feedmg Ducks. and hke them 
IS more or lC5& omruvorous at times. It can dive well 
on occaSion Wigeons are found In flocks. parttes. or 
alone, and frequent salt water as mueh as fresh; they 
are not, In lnma, among the very ~t Ducks for the 
table. The male's note IS very charactenshc, a loud 
mU'leal whistle-" whe-ew". the female utters d. low 
pumng growl She n~ts on the ground. and tht eggs 
are creamy-white, tbe ducklings beglD 10 graze early. 
whIle still tmy downy thlD(5. 



CHAPTER VU. 

True Ducka (e<mcluded). 
THE other thirteen SpecIes of Anal,,,,, wIth which 

we have to deal comprise- the ordinary surface-feewng 
Ducks, which do not, as a rule, eIther dIve for food 
or perch, nor are they found n;luch on land. In all 
of them \b(' blll 15 noticeably longer, sometimes 
conslderabfy. than the shank, wluch IS "hort, being 
consIderably exceeded In length by the middle toe. 
The outer toe IS, however, not equal to the mIddle In 
length, leavmg the foot comparatIvely small. The legs 
are set rather far back, but not so far as ID the dIVing 
Ducks. and thoy walk farrly well, though With a 
waddling galt. The wings are of good Site and POinted, 
and they tty well. They feed at the surface a!> a rule, 
or by reachIng down With theIr taIls In the air, seldom 
divmg for food .· They are divided mto ten genera. of 
which three are at once marked of by striking colour, 
and two by peeuliaritles of fonn. The others are 
separated by characters so trtlllng that Ihey would be 
aetter taken all together, their relationshIp being 
undoubtedly very dose. 

Of the peeuharly coloured genera, the sexes of whieh 
are recognizably slmilar.-

The Wootl-duck 15 at onee dlstingwsbed by its large 
size. dark body, and black and white wings with French­
grey bar. 
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The Pink-head by its dark body, buff q~iUs, and pink 
or pale drab head. 

The Marbled Ttal by its pale, washed-out-Iooking plu­
mage, and silver-grey edgings to the pmlOn-qutlls. 

Of the genera of peculiar form the sexes are ,very un­
like, but the followmg structural characters dlstmguish 
them {rom all other Indian Ducktl of this sectIOn. 

The Pintail has a long sharp tail, half as long as the 
'Wing or longer. 

The Shoveller has a huge mls-shapen ~J!1l. vel V long, 
and twice as broad at the tip as at the root. 

Then come a number of species, referr~ to !>t"veral 
genera , of which the male and female ollen pr.-sent 
hardly any pomt of colour In common They !:"lay, 
however, be sorted out partly by sIze and partly by the 
colour of the wmg-bar. 

Of the bigger Ducks, with the wmg mne mches or 
over ;-

The Mallard and its allies (three speciE'S) have a !>led­
blue or green wmg-bar, edged wah wlute. 

The Gadwall ha!> a white wing-bar and the frmgmi' 
of the bill showlllg well below the upper chap. 

The Branle-,ap has a black or green-black wing-bar 
and grey feet. 

Of the smaller Ducks, or Teal, With the Wing under 
etght and-a-half mches :-

The GargalU)/ has the fTlngmg of the blU just showing 
below the upper chap and the wmg-bar duU green or 
wanting. 

The ordinary Teals (three spt:cles) do -.ot show ~ 
iringtng of the bill when thl!\isclosed, and have t~wing · 
bar black and bnlhant green or bronze. 



WATER FOWL OF 11'1D1A AND ASIA ISJ 

The Wood·duck. 
ASaTCOTftlS scutulata, BLANFoRn, Faun Bnt. 

Ind , Birds, Vol IV, P 424 

VERNACULAR NAME -Dt:o-halt\, Assam 

The Wood-duck IS a very big, coar:.e-Iook mg species 
whlcb, properly perhaps, OCCUpIes a genus to It<;elf, for 
although of late stated to be d.llied to the Comb-dud •• 
It presents velY many pomts of difference from that bird. 
Its beak, beSides bemg longer than the shank, 1<; flatter 
than the other'S, and mclmed 10 \\ Iden IIlstead of taper 
towards th.Jtlp. and does not grow a conlb The ml(l· 
die toe IS much longer than the shank. mSleari of only a 
httle. as m the Comb-dueJ.., and the 1.111 )>; markt!llly 
rounded, not nearly square as In that 1>11<1 In short, 
the Wood-duck much more resembles m the md.lter of 
form the ordinary Ducks of the Mall.1nl genu>; (A nCH) 
An exammatlOn of the drake's Windpipe W(]uirl probahly 
settle the matter 

In colour the matt: IS olive-brown above and dull chest­
nut helowJ With a .... hile head and neeJ.. much spottt"d 
With blaCK, alill Il gTeen-glossed black breast , Ihp 
, shoulders" of the WingS are white and the wlng-har­

slate-colour, sepa rated from the white by a blae].. band. 
The bill IS orange or yellow blotched Volth hlacJ.. , tht: 
base beconung, In the male-, swollen and red In the 
breedmg-season , tbe eyes crlRlSon or brown. and fed 
orange or yellow 

TbejemiJle 1S hJ..t: the male, but With paler bill and feet 
and corunderably sm,lller The mtlie IS over two feet 
and-a~hall long With a fifteen-Inch wing. shank nearly 
two and-a-half and bill nearly three Incbes In both 
sexes the colour vaTl~ much acc.ordmg to the freshness 
of the plumage, .newly-moulted birds hemg very bnght 
aDd shOWing much more greerl gloss than those mold 
ft'.athermg 
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. 
This Duck 15 found asa resident In Assam. thel Malay 

Peninsula and Java . In which last country It IS 
beheved to be domesticated Unlike most of the 
other Ducks 1 am includmg In this secbon. It IS an mvt-­
terate percher and haunts \\ater surrounded by Jungle. 
Mr E . Stuart Baker, our chief authonty on this bud, 
has given tiOme eVIdence tendmg to show that this SpecIes 
lays crea.my.whlte eggs In holes of trees, and young 
bIrds are5ald to ha ve been shot on the Dhanslfl nver 
m Assam, where thiS Ducl.. IS not rare III the Dlbrugarh 
district ; they keep In pan'" or small floch, and have a 
loud trumpetmg call They are very eastly tamed, 
aud Mr Baker found hiS spenmt"ns would dive and 
chase live fish under water, astra ng" ha bit for a fllrd, 
of thiS lype. a good walkf'r and qUite :J.t hofllt" on laRd. 

The Pink.head. 

Rhodone5sa caryoplt yJiat-ea, BLANFO RD, Faun. 
Bnt Ind, Birds, Vol IV. P 425 

VE R"JACULAR NAMES -Lal Slra , Golab LaI-slr, 
Hmd .• Saklird, Benb"ai . Dum,ar, Umar. Nepal 
Teral and Tlrhout, Golabs n" Ca lcutta dea lers 

Whatever may be the case With the Wood-duck. It 15 
qUite certaIn that the Pink-head stands very much alone 
among Uueks It 15 not very remarkable as to form, 
being a slight-buil t DUl!k, With large but not long WingS, 
a close-feathered, thm and angular-looking head and 
neek, and an ugly·shaped blil, very Bat at the tip, and 
With the ndges lining Jt not well developed, but with 
a large natl. 

1ts colounag, however, IS uruque. not o~y amOJlg 
Ducks but bmis m general The ffl4H'S plumagt;: 11 
generally of a glossy sepia, With buff wing-bar, clnd tAe 
plnlon·qwlls also sha.ded IIIternallywith buff, the head 
and neck, With the exception of a broad black band down 
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the throat and hont of the fleek, are of a most erode and 
bnlhant rose-ptnk, which does ltOt bannontZe at all well 
\\'lth the bngbt red eye, and white ooaJc shading into 
flesh colour at base and tip 

The fhf~ale. though less !:t1'1kmg In appearance, much 
resembles the male She IS, however. duller throughout, 
t he pink of the bead bemg espeCially dull and dirty; 
there IS no black on the throat, but a black streak 
along the crown Thl!:o nlark the male assumes when 
not In full ('olour The bill of the female IS black, With 
a cream bar between nostnls and loot , eye duller than 
'n male The yOlmg are much like the female, but 
paler below, and with the head of a dull neutral tmt 
mstead of pmk The bin probably resembles that of 
the female HI all young birds. but the youngest mate I 
have seen already has a light bill lfl the skin , and 
even In sl ms the difference In colour In the bills s till 
shows The fC!t't are purplish hlack In all. The male 
IS about two feet long, with a wmg about eleven 
Inches, shank nearly two, and bill all but two and~a· 
balf The female IS a little smaller 

The Pmk-head IS a purely Indian Duck, never leaVing 
our area, nor occurrmg outsIde It In most places It IS 

rare. but fairly common In Upper Benj;81ln the chstncts 
of Purneah. Maldab, BhaguJpur, and In TlI'hool ; In the 
rest of Bengal, Orissa. the Northern Clrcars, Oudh, and 
the North-West Provmces It oceurs but rarely. and may 
straggle occaSiOnally to DeHu, Mhow, and Ahmednagar ' 
on the west and Madras on the south, whue from the 
east It ha:> beel! recorded north of Bbamo. It frequents. 
in smaU or moderate-Slt:ed flocks , weedy ponds and 
swamps, generally those surrounded by jungle, and nests 
on the ground In high grass m June and July. The 
eggs are quite unique, ..... rute and nearly sphencal In 
shape ; a!>o\lt mne are laId The male's windpipe bas a 
most CuriOUS bulb, partly of Lone and partly of mem~ 
brane, the latter l>e~ng supported by fine network of 



86 WATER FOWL OF INDIA AND ASI~, 

bo>ne; his note is low, musical, and quite..unlike that of 
any other Duck , resembling the syllabes" wwg/r.-ah!" 
The flight is light and easy, and the habits those of a 
true surface-feeder, though there can be little doubt tha t 
the real relationships of this bird are witb tht' Poehards 
on account of the colour of the willg and the s:nicture of 
the windpipe. It is poor eating as a rule, and being 
s() very striking and interesting a bird, should, I think, 
he perpetually protected; though specimens might be 
legitimately captured for home fanciers, who have never 
yet, I believe, succeeded in brt'eding it. 

The Marbled T oaI. 
Marmaronetia angwstirolilris. BLANFORD, Faun. 

Brit. Ind., Birds. Vol. IV, p. 454. 

VERNACULAR NAMEs :-l\"one known. 

This is a small, sligh tly-built Duck, with a short lull 
crest and a long narrow parallel-slded bill. I ts peculiar 
coarsely-mot Lled mealy-looking plumage will at cnGe 
distinguish It from any other Duck ; it shows two 
colours only, greyish IJrown and dirty white, with the 
exception of a wash of SIlver grey on the outside of the 
pinion-quills. The darker colour predominates above, 
and the lighter below, and there IS no wing-bar; t he bill 
is grey and black, the eyes dark, and the feet dark 
or grey. 

The /eYA ale only differs from the male in being smaUer. 
duller, and with less crest . The male is about a foot 
and-a-half long. with a wingof about eight inches, shank 
just under one and-a-half and bill jU!!t over two. 

This Duck, which looks like a semi-albino of some 
other species, inhabits Southern Europe, espKiaUy 
Spain, Northern Africa, and South-Weston! Asia. In 
India it is chiefly known 3.S Il winter visi tor to Sind, but 
it has occurred in the South-West Punjab, Bahawal-
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pur, t\orthern Guzernt , Rajputana, the North.-W~t 
Provinces. and Oudh. and near Cakutta. In Smd It 
affects rnsh·covered swamps, where it occurs in larg~ 
numbers, the birds rising two or three at a time . wh~n 
disturbed. not aU a t. once like most Ducks. It IS Aid 
both 10 whistle and to quack : probably the voices of 
the sexes are cl iffen·nt. as IS so usually the case. It 
is probable, but not absolutely certain, that it breec;is 
in Sind. The eggs are yellowish white, about ten In 
numher. and the nest is placed on the ground among 
rushes in t.he countnes \\here the bird breeds. 
Although cl.iffenng so little from the female in outwa.rd 
appearanCe. the male of Ihis species yet possesses the 
bony bulb in the windpIpe so often found ID drakes. 

In theother ~pecies belonging to thisseetion, the males 
In undress, females and young have the plumage mot~ 
tied with light and dark In a very characteristic way, 
and some look much alike at first; but they are much 
easier to dlscnminale than young Pochards. Two of the 
genera are also, as remarked abuve, easily known by 
peculiarities of form, and the others may generally be 
,hstinguished by the colour of the wing-har, which ia 
dltfen:ut 10 ea<'b species, and common to all members. 
thereo! as a rule. The reason for the existence of this 
nat ural coat-ol-arms is an interesting subject for speeu­
latJOn. 

A theory ha~ been ad .... anced to the effeet that the 
dlffenng markings on the wings of allied birds are " r .... 
cognitIOn marks " whereby thf> indiViduals of each spe­
CIes are enabled to know their own kind, and heneeverify 
the proverb about birds of a feather flOCking together. 
There may be sl)ffiethmg In this, as it is obviously im­
portant that all the birds in a Bock should keep " time ., 
and observe formation in their evolutions, and so the 
occasional occurrence of alien individuals in flocks of 
other species cannot be held to be a serious ob1·ection 
to the theory. Nevertheless, the Doeks, which umish 
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such exeeUent examples of differing wing·mackil'l.gs, also 
furnish evidence which is rather unfavourable to this 
recogmtion-colour idea. In the first place, several of 
the Pochat'ds agree in having the same wing-pattern, 
and the flight of these is eertamly not quite the same 
And secondly, the wing-bat' is not always consta:J.t in the 
same species in all its individuals; Ihe female Wigeon, 
as we have seen, seldom has one, and it is generally ab-. 
sent In the female Pintail, though I knew at one hme 
in India of no less than three female indl ',iduals of this 
species which acqUIred it, though Without It at first, 
Also the female Garganey gets an aPl?roach to thIS mark­
ing WIth advancing age: so that It would seem that 
thae two species are now acquiring the marking, whl~h 
is not yet fixed. But if It were so important to tbe buds 
to know each other, the slower, weaker females would 
need to show their nationality more than the males, the 
more so as they are especially the members of the spe­
eies which are so difficult to distinguish as to render a 
special recognition-mark necessary. In fa vour of con­
SIdering the marking as an ornament is the faet that I t 
is in some cases at any rate displayed in courtship, anri 
this is, no douht, the chief use of its presence. 

The Shoveller. 
Spatula clypeata, BLANFORD, 

Birds, Vol IV, p. 452. 
Faun. Brit. Ind., 

VERNACULAR NA.MES :-Tidari. Punana, Tokar­
wala, Ghirah, H. ; Panla",ufcji, Beng. ; D~ 
balta Sankhar (male), KhiAeri. Sankbar (fe­
male), Nepal; Alipat, Sind. 

The Shoveller's one point-it can hardly be said oi 
beauty, hut of generic distinetion from other Dutks-­
is its very large and curiously fonned bill . This is twice 
as long as the shank, and twiee as broad near the tip 
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as at the root, with the sides of the upper chap much 
turned dO,",'n near the end. and furnished with a very 
deep and conspl(~uous fnnge, fomung a very perfeel 
slftmg apparatus. For the rest. It IS a hgh l·bllllt Duck, 
with long pomted wmgs and rather small feet. 

The male's hcad and neck arc bTight metalhc grNln, 
the lo\\er neck and breast white. belly and flanks ba.y 
followed by a wblte patch. rump and stern black-gT~n. 
long pointed scnpulars blue. hla.ck amI white . the Wings 
vt:ry bnght. with blut' s.hnulders and hnght green bar 
bordered In fronl with wh ite The biD IS, black, eye 
vellow and feet orange 
. The lemale IS. mottlt'd dark and IIg!.! hrown, with a 
gcncral ta'hny hue. tht' wmg has a grey ur grey brown 
slloulder and the wing-bar IS duller grt'en than in the 
male Her bill u; hro\\ 11 above. orange belm'; , and her 
"'Yt"S brown Tl<c young dTt'!,ke her. and the male , ,, 
Im irth lS <;I mllar. t'xcepl for being darkt'T and redder 
)Jl hue. and retalnmg hi S brilliant wmg-colourmg 

The male IS about twenty Inches long. With a wmg 
rdther over nme, btll about three, .tlul sh,wk about one 
and-half The female IS sma ller 

TheShovellcr mh'lhl1s the greater p.ut of the northern 
II( mlsphere. br«dmg m the temperate portIOn, and 
mlgr.l tmg "tOuth III wmtl'r. when II VISits India. Ceylon 
anrt Xort heOl Burma among othf'r "laces. It becomes. 
ra.rer h) the. .. nuthward than It} Northt' rn India, but IS 
rep(] rted hya wnter In the Rangoon Gazette, N(]v . .l6, 
1908. as not rare In Pt'gu or Tcnasscnm. and ?air Oates 
has obtamed .I specimen from the Shan States. [t 
does not ordin,mly breed In India , but Lavard found 
you", birds Ifl reylon . so It must sometimes do so. 
The nest IS on the ground, and the eggs greenish buff. 
In India It haW't'> fresh water and is found sm8lyor 
in small numbers. keepmg to the shallows, for it IS of 
all the Ducks most perfectly adapted for surface 
feeding. Capt ive birds havt: been noticed to :1s'<;ldu-
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()usl v sift the water above feedmg Pochards : this l 
never saw done by a bird r long possessed, but I hav\:': 
nhserved the same hahit in tame Teal (Nett,"," creccaj 
in England . The Shoveller is fonr.! of dirty little village 
ponds. where it is very tame. and is said t ,:> be a very 
foul feeder; its flp.sh is considerl'd poor in : ndia, hut-1 
must say the only one I ever ale was good enough , and 
in America, Audubon said that no good judge would 
~ass a Shoveller to shoot a Canva.;·h:lck. The mall' 
~hoveller has a small bony hulb in the windpipe; his 
note is a harsh short croak. It is interesting to note 
that when first hatched the duckhng of this spec.ies h~s 
an (,rdinary-looking bill . and that the young drakes shnw 
the enlargement mllst as gwwth proceeds. 

The Pintail. 
nafila ac:ufa, BLAI\ FORO. Fau n. Brit. Ind., Bird!>. 

VOl. IV, p. 447. 

VERNA('.lJl.AR NAMES :-Sanh , S ink·par, H. ( ~ . ­
W. P.) : K okarali, Dr;f,NUsh. Sind; Dig-hanl' 
Shn-lOlI-cha, Beng. : Digll1lch. Nepal; Nanda, 
Nania. Uriya ; Laitlmf,a, Manipur: Tau-bay, 
Burm. 

The Pintail , despite its ~trikingl.v aristocratic appl"'ar· 
anre, has reallv hut the faintest daim to generic rank. 
Its only pe(.ulianty consists in its slender build, with 
long n&k, long parall{'l-sided hill, and long pointed tail, 
of which the centre feathers in drakes reach a great 
length. Th~ wings are also long, hut the legs remain 
rather short. 

The male' .~ plumage is of a general pencilled-grey col­
our on th(" upper surface and flanks . produced by fine 
black li ne>; on white: the head is dull dark brown with 
a lilac gloss on each side behind the eyes; the hack of 
the neck hlack , with a white band on each side running 
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down to join the- white ollhe fore--neck. hreast and belly; 
tht" stern and long tail-Ieathp.rs are black, and just In 

front of the tail. on tht> flank, is a vellow-buff patch , 
The wing-bar 15 bronze-gref'n, \\'ith a cinna.mon har in 
fronr and a white ant' hehlOd . The scapuJars art~ long, 
and black wIt h pale edges. 

The /rmale is mottled WII h dark brown and buff or 
white. the markings being particularly clear and dis­
linct ; she usually sb<lws no coloured wing-bar, hut two 
whitish ones when" il shoulrl be. Tn both sexes the bill 
is black along the middle and grey at the sides, the 
eyes dark. and the feet grey YOfftt/! bi,ds have darker 
ami more uniformly-coloured hills. 

Tht: male in und,eH bea rs a general resemblance to 
the female, but th!'" dt"talls of the markrng are differ.mt . 
the Irght bars berng nearly tran~'i\'erse . rnstead of follow­
ing the outline of the feathe r : and ht' shows the wing­
bar as In full plumage. The vonng male appears to 
resemble him 10 this stage 

The male 15 about two ft"et long. hut may h(' more ur 
less according to the development of hiS long ta il-fea­
thf:r~. which may measure over nine inches; he has an 
eh~\·tm-lIlch wing. hill ahout two and-a-half inches, and 
5hank over one and-a-half. The Irmale. is smaller and 
ha!- a much !.horter and less pOinted ra11. !hollgh tbis 
is sI1111Qng for a Duck. and the transversely-barre-d fea­
theTl~ thereof are characteristic of her only. 

Pinta11s ha \'e an exceedingly wide range, bemg found 
nearly a ll over the Northern Htmlisphere; in the United 
States they are known as "Sprigs ." They breed mostly 
near the Arctic ("lrdc-. nesti ng on the ground and laying 
gr~nish-grey eggs. and an.! {lnly wmter visitants to ollr 
area, occurring throughout India, Burma. and Ceylon. 
They are generally m flocks which are sometimes very 
large, and frequently composed of males only. They 
are remarkably rapid fiyen., but do ndt Tise so eas ily as 
might be expectt>d from their light build. Thf" male 
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has a bony hulb In the windpipe. and hIS voice I~ a 
faint soft note. while the female utters a harsh unplea­
sant quack . bul they are Silent birds as a rule, the 
(emale~ especially. They are always most excellent 
ea tmg. and a .. they stand the hot weather well , might 
ei\'t,ly be kept through the foUTT.mer for tatle purpose!; 
In any sUitable tank or buIlding. ThiS species IS partlC­
ulMly liable to show the rusty wash un the lower part s 
found In many Ducks ; It IS undoubtedly a stain, as-a 
tlr.lke PintaIl I had unpmioned showed ,1 suddenly 
one day after a mght 's absence {rom the tank where be 
was liVing. 

I once saw a seml-alinno Pmta ll drake In the Calcutta 
bazaar, of a palli d whitish hue " 'Ith Resh-coloun .. ,1 hill 
and feet . and Mr. ~r. Maeken:'le. of Chuprah, wrot .. me 
once that he had got a snow-while female of thl!> hml 

The ~fallard , Spot-bdl , and Yell ow-mb are la.-gl' 
Ducks 01 a somewhat hea vy hmld, WIth hlg bro"d 
bills . they are about the !>arne sIze. but are easily drs­
tlngulshed by the wlDg-markmg . the wing-bar IS steel­
blue 10 t he ~1aUard and Yellow-mb, in the SpottE"rl-hlll 
metallic green With a long white spJash above and 
behmd It 

The Mallard . 
.. lnas bOl> cas, BI.ANFORD, Faun. Bra. Ind. j l:\lrtb. 

Vol. IV, p. 435. 

VERNACULAR NAMES :-N,I-SIr, N"OJ'f, H. : Lllg 
(male), l. ilgaM (female), Nepal . 

The Mallard dlflers from all our Ducks m that the 
male' s four middle tail-feathers are eurled up; he is very 
<bfferent from the female m general pluma~e al,,). In 
genera l colour the male is grey, t he effect ?oing produced 
by a fine pencillihg of dark brown on whIte, more or less 
marked ' the head is hnght metaUie green, tlus colour 



Plntan. 
II. (; . · .. ,·oIJ,del. 

MaUud. 



WATER FOWt. 01' INOI ... AND ASIA. 93 

being separated by a whitl" ring round the middle of the 
neck from the deep bay of the lower neek and breast : 
the mmp, stern, and furly tall-feathers are black, and 
the wing-bar ste<-I·blue edgl'd with white fore and aft. 
The bill IS yeIJowi~h oll\'c-green and the feet oranf;!'e; 
eyes dark. 

The iemuloll is mottlt'd with light and dark brown, with 
the wings and feet like the male; her hill is commonly 
black with an orange tip anti edges, but varies. The 
male itl I",drt:s.~ IS like he-f, but black on crown and 
rump ; young males resemhll' him In this stage. 

The 1I"lle is about two feet IOl1g, with a wing ahout 
cleven inches; bill ahou! twn and-a-half. and shank 
ahout one- and-a-half; the female III smal/p.f and consI­
derably hghter. 

The Mallard, hkemanyuthersof our Ducks, has a very 
Wide range, be.ng a reslden! throughout the temperate 
regionsol the Northern Hem isphere: some hlrdsmigrate 
sout h in winter. With us It br<.'eds In the Himalayas 
and Kashmir, amlin winter IS common in the \Vestern 
Punjab and Sind. not rue in the :\"orth·West Provinces, 
Oudhand Behar, and Occ351onaJl}'(Jccurs in Guzerat, the 
Central Inoia Agency, the Deccan, Benga1. Assam, and 
~orthern Burma; in Southern Imha, Ceylon, Pegu, and 
Tenasserim iI is unknown. Allhough by no means 
wil\e\y or universally dlstnbulc(l over India, nus is th l: 
most familia.r of all Ducks. beil g the common ..... lld 
specIes of Europe. and the ancestor of our various tame 
breeds_ except the MUM:ovy. which comes from a very 
distinct South AmenC2.fl bird (Cai,ina moschala), a 
tree-haunting species more nearly allied to our Comb­
duck. The domestication of the Duck is not so very 
ancient, since Columella. a Roman agricultural writer 
of about the begmmng of the Christian era, fewm­
mends that Ducks should be kept in netted enclosures 
to prevent their flying away, and that <the stock should 
be intreased by taking tbfl! eggs of the wild birds and 
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putting them under hens- - !>huwing that D:.Jcks were 
about as much domestIcated then as Pheasants are 
now; a fact whIch makes their general loss of the 
power of flymg. whIle this has been retained by thl:! 
Goose, parllcularly mteresting. The Mallard is, in­
deed, one of the easiest of all b irds to tame and breed: 
I t also crosse", very freely with other Ducks, and 
stamp~ Ill> Impress on the hyhr.d in a very floliceah le 
way. ,Ii far a!; coloratIOn is concerned. Those who 
require i t large DUC'.k for Ihe table out hert' sh'l.luld nul 
try \0 Introduce the heavy European breed"!, whIch an: 
unsluh:d to the country. hut cross the country Duck!; 
WIth Iht' :'tiuscovy, by whIch means a large Ducl.. is 
produced, weIghing over ,;ix pounds, and of excellt'llt 
flavtlllr. It is of coursl;' h:~rn:n, but there IS nil 
(hfficulty in making the crn~" as (Jften a:o; rt·qwretl. 
The WIld Mallard IS une nltlu- hc~t of all Duck~ tor tht' 
table, though remarkably nmn 'vorousin its habIts: II 
is usually found in smail nr large flocks. The nwl.· 
has a bony drum In the wmdplpe, and any onf' who 
has notIced poultry mllst bave ohserved the difference 
III the vOIce 01 the- st:xe'i. the drake's hoarse famt 
quack soundmg a!> If he had a very bad cold. The 
~I a llard hreeds III K:>shmir 1\1 May and the first half of 
jun .. , laymg S!X to ,\ dozen greenish whIte eggs in a 
nt:St of grass, &c., 011 the ground. In England it not 
\Infrequently btllltis In trees, the young ones belllg 
alloy.ted t,> fall and take their chance. 

The Spotted·biD. 
A nas pacilorhym.:ha, BLANFORD, Faun. Bnt. Ind ., 

Birds, Vol. IV, p. 436. 

VERNACULAR NAMES :-Garm-pai, GarMpar. 8(//;1, 
Gwgral, H.; Hunju" Sind; NatUun, Nl:!pal 
Terai ; , Ka,a, Manipur; Tau--ba'Y, Burmese. 

In the Spotted·bill the male and female are alike, an, I 
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the wmgs are proportionately shorter than III I ht' 
Mallard; the Spotted-blll, however, stands higher till 
It .. legs. The general plumage IS mottled light and 
dark, much as In the ftmales of other Ducks of this 
~cliol\. with a genera! greyish cast. The fore-part of 
the body IS mostly light, the hinder dark, the rump 
and ::otern bemg qUIte black The wmg-bar is metalhc 
green, edged white fore and aft, and the outer webs of 
the lOner qUllls arc willie, makmg a long white splash 
on the wmg; this ,~ often !>tamed wIth brown III the 
female. Tne bill IS vcry I"haractenstlc, orange or 
scarlet a: the rool. bla("k for most of Its length, and 
broadly l ipped wIth brilliant yellow varymg to 
orange , In fact , Mr. F. Glcado\\' told me that In Smd 
he has found the tip and root of the bill aLout the 
same colour, here In Bengal they are very different. 
Theeyf's are dark , ami feet bnght red, varYing to orange, 
the old males haVing them brightest. The female IS 
not much smaller thall the male m this Species. 

Young birds are less spotted helow and, when tirst 
ledged, usually have the black uf the hill not reach­
mg the SIdes, and tht' Ted patcht's only Indicated by an 
.... rnng'· shadmg at the base, th(' SIdes of the bIll hemg 
yelloW. In somt, however. the black spreads right 
,lcru::.s the bIll, amI the Iwo basal red patchea art' 
(il'fined, much earher than 10 other!>. 

The ~potted-hllll!> alway!> confi ned 10 the lno:.han Em­
pue, and IS fnund throughout IndIa south. of the 
HImalaya!>, Assam. Manlpur, the Upper Irrawaddy 
Valley aho\'e Mandalay, cLnd the Shan States, but l!-o 

rarc In Lower Burma. In Ceylon It IS found , but IS 
not eommon. It hequents fresh water, and is found. 
accordmg to season, In pairs or small parties, as a rule, 
The breedmg-season for thiS species varies according 
to locality, be,ng 111 Nort hern India generally from July 
to September. 

The eggs are greylsh-whttf', and six to 'twelve in num­
ber, and the nest, made of gra!o'" and rushes, IS placed on 
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tbe ground In cover or on a low branch of a tree. The 
Spotted-bIll fhes as qUickly as the Mallard, and SWIms 
and dives hetler, bemg very hard to catch If wounded : 
its notc, m both sexes. 15 much like that of this Its ally. 
It has been mtroduced mto European collectIOns of 
waterfowl, and breeds well. som'!tlmes hyhnd.zmg 
with the Mallard; and this hyhnd IS at least partly fer­
tile. But the mtormixture of these two very beautIful 
and distinct species IS strongly to be depreeateo., except 
for t~e purpose of a sClentll"ic experiment. 

It would appear that the fl'JnA.l e Spott ed-lull pr(·fcrs 
the Mallard to her own drakes. for on two occaSIOns, on 
Mr W. Rutledge's preml!>c~. a Spottccl-b,lI Duck l1a'§ 
mated WIth a Mallard·colOured tame drake, m splle 01 
the presence of males of her {)wn spt·rtes . m one L.A. ... .,. 
eggs were laid, ami m the ot her. t he hJ rd.~ were several 
I1me" seen to paJr. 

The Y.Dow-nib. 
Anas lIonorhynch~, SA LV ... DORI, British Museum 

Catalogue of Birds, Vol. XXVII, p. 211 . 

This Duck is very like the Spotted· bill. but has a blue 
wing-bar like the Mallard, WIth no white in front of it , 
and very httle whIte on the tertlanes ; tbere is no red 
on the bill, and the yellow tip of this is smaller than in 
the Spotted· bIll ; and the whole belly is dark, while in 
that species it IS light and spotted down to the thighs. 
The female is paler than the male, and the young are 
lighter still, and resemble the Spotted-bUl in baving a 
whIte border in front of the wing. bar and a ~derable 
amount of white on the tertiaries. 

In the Asia" faT January loth, IB?9. pagt: 3;-6, 
" Earth-worm, .. writmg from Kengtung, South Shan 
States, enumerated 24- A . zonor.liync..w as shot there in 
the previous ),ear, and showed that it bred there. 
Its usual breeding place is North-£ast Asia, including 
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Japan, and the eggs are ivory white. Since then 
Mr. H. N. Thompson (jou'rnal, As. Soc., Bengal, Vol . 
LXIX, pt . II, pp. 141, '142) has recorded it as 
common In these States, and as meeting at the Fort 
Stedman lake with the Spotted-bill, hybrid birds often 
occumng in this localtty . A specimen of the Spotted­
biD from TaffiJlone. Upper Burma., and another from 
Yunnan, coDected by the late Dr. J. Anderson and in 
the Indian Museum In ruy tlIne, showed no red on the 
bill, though adult, and mi/{ht have had some zOPlor­
hyncha blood At the same time observers will need 
to be careful In Imputing :t hybnd ongin to inter­
mediate speCimens, Since, oI.S ahove noted, the young 
Yellow-mbs are much mure like the Spotted-bill than 
their parents, though the blue wing-bar ought to 
distingUish them. Tht" Yellow-mb also bas a pro~ 
porhonately longer wing. It Inhabits China, Japan 
and the Kunlc IsI:).nds, Mllngohcl and Eastern Siberia, 
and has full claim to rank a!> one of our Indian Ducks, 
as 10 addJlIon to the above records, several collectOr!> 
have met with It from JqoJ .mwards in the Dibrugarh 
distriCt. 

The Austra.liaJ:l Wild Duck. 
A"as s .. pu,lll<na. SALVADOR I. 8nt. Mu •. Cat., Bird,. 

Vol. XXVII. p. ~06. 

Tbl~ Duck which I~ thll! " l:Il~<.k Duck" of Australia a~ 
.. Grey Duck "of NII!w Zo:aJand sportsDlII!n c10eely fl!$em blell the 
Ma.llan.! aml Sllottll!rl.lllU In ~ IZIl!. form. note. and general habits . 
Its colour, however, 15 notu;eahly different. belnj!: of a very 
d;uk ehoco\<Lt'l orown With nattow pt.ler "d!ln~ to th Ol! 
feath"n: the Sill". of thOl! heat.! VI: buff, with a Y"ry dllltmc t 
black eye·. reak, alld the wlDg-bar II metallic green WIth 
black edgmg5 for ll! am! aft. The bill I' slate·colour iUld the 
feet dull OI"ilI1ge. 1 here IS no llell; ddferenee, botb drake and 
duck haYUlg the ~ame "IOlDbre plumage, wtuch re1DJlld . one of 
t~ dark brown of~n seen In tame Du.cb. Although occur. 
nag II1II neat the Indt.an Empire ... Java, anc6 ranging through 
the East Indies. thu; 15 e!lIe1lbaliy IJ Pu~fic-rqpoD .peele., 

7 
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being the oornmoo wild Duck not only 01 Allstralia and ~e" 
Zealand. hllt of New Guinea and even Polynes.ia. whe,e very Ie .... 
Duck. axe found. It layll about a dozeD eggs of a creamy 01'" 

RTeenish-white, but, though so very Similar to the Mallard and 
Spotted-bill in moot r~pect_indeed. it will in uptivity 
iDterbt~d with them with the great""t ~ea.d iDe!\5-it is much 
more 01 a tree_builder, the nest being placed indiftnently 
either on the ground or in a boie or stump of a tree or In the 
d....erted nest of some other bird. 

The Gadwall. 
Chauklasmus st,epe,us, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. 

lnd., Birds. Vol. lV, p . 440. 

VERSACULAR NAMES :-Mila. Bllua" Bcykhur , 
H. ; Peing·hans, Beng. ; Mail. Nepal : Bllrd, 
Si nd. 

The Gadwall. though one of the larger Ducks. IS a 
d elicatelv fonned bird. with long wings, smalil eet, and 
a narrow hill , of which the fringing shows well helow tht" 
11 ppt"r chap. 

T11" mal~ has the head and neck closely speckled 
brown, the brr.ast mottled black and white ; the general 
pluma~c brownish·grey, the effed produced by a 
pencilhng of black and buff; the belly is wbite, the 
rump and stern are blac~. and the wing·bar is whitt' 
behind with a black patch before; there is an ill·defined 
parch of deep chestnut on the flat of the wing. Thr 
bill is black and the feet orange, more or less dull, with 
black webs; the eyes dark. 

The female is mottled dark and light brown, with a 
white belly, the wing·bar is like that of the mak. hut 
there is only a little chestnut on the wing. The feet and 
legs are like the male's, but the bill is orange at the side."-­
to a greater or less extent as a rule, though not inl'ari· 
ably. 

Young bi,ds and males in UM,ess resemble the female, 
hut the' former are more spotted below, and the wing-
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coloration is not distinct; their TJarrow, wel1-fw\&t:u bill 
and orange-tmged feet wiIJ, however, distmgUlsh them 
from any other species. The male in und,,-ss retai~s 
the wlng-co)ours. The male is about twenty incht:s Jong 
with a wing about ten, bill about two, and shank ahoul 
one ancl-a-half. Females are smaller. 

The Gadwall , like severa] of the Ducks of this section, 
ranges through the greater part of the Northern Hemis­
phere, breeding m the tf'nLperatf' zone. In winter it is 
common In Northern India, 10 I\ssam, Manipur. and 
Upper Burm:::, but it is not known to reach Pegu, 
Tenasserim , the P!'ninsula south of Mysore.. or Ceylon. 
It IS a common bird in the Northern India, fu~quenting 
fresh water In general In large or small Hocks. [t is 
more active and graceful In Its movements than tbe 
'Mallard or Spotted-bill, and more noisy, though the call 
IS weaker. Gadwalls are usually good eatinR, hut may at 
tImes be Ill-Ravoured, as recorded by "Chain-Snaffle" 
In The .4siatl. December 20th, l~S, page 301. Tht 
male has a bony bulb in the Windpipe. but I am not 
a.ware how hiS VOK:e diif!'rs from that of the female , as I 
pr~ume it does. There was in the Indian Museum 
a very CUriOUS hyLrid hetween this species and the Mal­
lard. which was obtained in the Calcutta bazaar. In 
plumage 1\ much resembles a male Teal (l"l.:tti"m crtua), 
but Its large siu, yeUow feet, and the chestnut and whit .. 
on the WI~ show its relationship to be rather with fhi ... 
Spe-riC3. 

The BraMe' -:"p. 
EU1fl'/la / alcala, BLASFORD, Faun. Brit. Ind .. 

Birds, Vol. [V, page 438. 

VERNACULAR NAMES :--Kala Sinkliur, Oudh 

This bird, rathCT' unjustly set down as a Teal, for it i!'i 
of very (air size, eertainJy does nllt deserve generie di\. 
tinction from tht' Gadwall, .... ·hieb H most ~mbles in 
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size and build, though not showing the fringing of tht­
bill externally. 

The male only shows remarkable peculiarities. These 
are a bushy, silky, mane-like Crest. long satre..shaped 
tertiaries, and tail·eoverts 50 ample as to cover the tail 
completely. The female is quite an ordinary-lnoking 
Duck. 

The male's head is bronze and green: the throat and 
fore neck white with a dark green collar below the mid­
dle; the body plumagt! resembles that of the Gadwall. 
with a coa rsely mottled breast and finely pencilled body. 
but the colours are pure black antI white, making a dear 
delicate grey in combination. The wings I1re plam bfey 
with a black-green bar ; the rump black. and the stern 
blark in the middle and yellow-buff at the sides. The 
long hanging plumes m the wings are b)a\:k with llalc 
grey borners, and do not show ttll the res! of the male 
plumage is fully developed. The bill is black, the eye~ 
dark, and the feet grey. The female is almost exactly 
like the temale Gadwall, but the wing.bar is black, some­
times edged with white, and the feet grey, so that she 
can easily be distingui~hed from that bird. The bill is 
alSfl entirely black, whUe the Gadwall's is orange 
below at all events. The young and the male in ""dress 
resemble the female, but the latter shows some green 
gloss on the head. 

The Bronze-cap is common in Eastern Asia, breedmg 
in Siberi ... , whert it nests on the ground. and lays IlP Iv 
ten cream·coloured eggs, and wintering to the southward 
in China, Japan, &c. To the westward it is rare. th(!Ugh 
it even extends to Europe at times; but it occasionally 
visi ts India and Upper Burma in winter; it has also t .... ·ice 
occurred in Manipur. · No aoubt the female often gets 
passed over as a female Gadwall ; and durill€ my time 
we had quite a rush of this species. as we had of Baec's 

~ 
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Pochard, for during the cold weatherof 18g8·99. I got no 
less than six specimens. four females and two males. from 
the Calcutta bazaar, whence I had got a male in IB97· 
During the cold weather of 18g<;rI900. the species was 
quite common in the bazaar ; I saw about a dozen. all 
fe~ales with the exception of two, a quite immature and 
a nearly full-pluma~ed male. Mr. C. M. Inglis also 
procured a male in Tlrhut. on January 18th, 1900; and 
Mr. M. Mackenzie wrote me that he had got four 
specimen!> in Chapra , three males and a female. In the 
wmter of l()OO-I9ClJ the bird tumod up again in fair 
munbers, although the season was a very bad one for 
wildfowl, and J sa ..... only a few Boer's Pochards. In 
1 anuary and February l!}02 , 1 noted as many as 
six teen. but most of those I saw were iemales. Any 
one geu ng hold of living specimens of this very 
beautiful and unmistakable Duck shou ld keep them 
alive for some zoological collection. In Indm, I t usually 
appears in very small numbers, but probably occurs 
in flocks when it is common as elsewhert>. One of my 
rlukes uttered a cry, when frightened, like an onlinary 
duckling. There is a small bony bulb in the windpipe 
of the male, and the female's note is different, being a 
quack much like that of the female COfUm'Jn Wild Duck. 
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ing point is that the fringing of the bill just shows 
helow the upper chap, the blue wing being £onftned to 
the male. 

The malt's colouration is very complicated, but he can 
always be recogntzed by his pinky-brown head closely 
speckled with white, with black crown and large white 
eyebrow: the breast. rump and stern a re mottled brown 
ancl black; the wing " sboulrlers ,. are lave:J.der grey, 
and the wing-bar dull light metallic green ..... nh a broari 
whue horder {orf' and aft , the belly IS white and the­
tlankl' whue, coarsely pencilled with black, the long 
pomted ::.capulars are streakell w:th French grey, black 
and white. The eyes are brown. and the bill and teet 
purplish grey. Mr. E. r. Stuart Baker. however. lota"­
met With one specimen with orange (eet. 

The Innalc IS mottled with dark brown and whitish, 
anri has no wing-bal. or a very faint indicat10n of ont"o 
The eye<:., hill and feet resemble those of the male. 

The malr III uJldress IS ex.actly like the female ex.cept 
for the wings. He is later than most ot her Ducks In 

acquirmg the full dress, not being m perfect plumage 
till thf( end of winter. The long scapulars are tht'" last 
part of the male. plumage to develop .• YDung males 
reseml1le him. The malt! IS about sixteen inches long. 
with a wing about seven and-a-half. shank rather over 
one. and bill about one-and-three-quarters. Females 
are smaller. 

The Gal'ganey appears to be peculiarly habi t> to 
albinism. I ha ve observed no less than six of a peculiar 
pallid variety. showmg more or less of the usual mark­
IngS in a pale washed-out shade. A pair of these are 
shown in th~ Bird Gallery of the Indian Museum, the 
male of which li ved for some years in tbe Calcutta Zoo ; 
and I exbibited another vair, obtained in the bazaar, 
to the Asiatic Society. Smee then a skm of an almost 
pure white specimen was submitted to me for identifi­
cation, the bin and feet ofwhieh had ev.iden.tly been dark 
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in Me. But this was an exception, for the feet and bill 
of these albinistic birds, as far as I ha\'c been able to­
observe, are flesh-coloured, and hence they ought never 
to be mistaken for the Marbled Teal, which has dark bill 
and ieet, and is besides a much larger bird and very 
differently marked. the mottlings bemg very coarse. 
Our Blue-winged Teal has a wide range in the old world, 
breedmg throu~h a great part of the temperate zone in 
Europe and ASia, and wmtt:ringmNorthAlnca, North 
Chma and Southern Asia as fllr as the Phlllppmes and 
Celebt'S. It is one of our commone5t wmt er VIsitants, 
orcurn ng throughout IndIa, Ceylon and Burma. It 
arnves early and leaves late, and is almost always 
~n Hock!., oiten large. It occasIOnally hreed~ wIth us, 
as young have been obtamed In Oudh and al Moulmein. 
Tht' eggs are creamy-white, six to thirteen m number , 
and deposited ma grass nest lined wllh down on the 
ground The Garganey is a good bIrd for the table. 
If nol qUIlt' equal to the Common Teal. and like that 
blrli thnves excellently m confinement If sUitable 
ac('ommudatlOn be provided, standing the hot weather 
well. The male has a pecuhar Inward guttural croak : 
he I'" provided With a bony bulb in the wmdplpe, 
larger than that present m the Common Teal, and 
differently formed 

The Ct)mrnon Teal and Its alhe!>, the Clucking and 
the Andaman Teal, are placed together m one genus. 
(Nt/hum) , though they differ consiclerabl~ inter se, 
especially the last named. 'They are all sma delicately 
formt'd Ducks, with the bill not shOWing t e frmgm" 
below the edges of the upper chap, and they all have 
a wing-bar of black and metalhe-gteen or bronze. 
Independentlv of the difference of si:.e and prOpOthons 
they may be' easily dlstmguished by thiS marklJl8, as 
follows :-

The Common Teal has the "'I~·bar ·half black and 
half green longit1ldtnallv , With a broad white or huff­
and-white border in front . 
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The Clucki,lg Tfat has it bordered narrowly in from 
with cinnamon, and then half black and half green 
transversely. 

The Andama" T eal has the wing-bar velvety-black , 
with a bronze or bronze-green streak running through it 
longitudinally, il-nd a hig while patch in front. 

The Common Teal. 
NettilH11 CTeee", BLANFrIRD, Faun. Bn\. lnd .. 

Birds, Vol. IV, p. 443. 

VERNACULAR NAMEs:----Chola .\lI'I'ghahi. f,('''a , 
Lolty" Ke",a, Puta",', S<7f(ehll,,~ka. H. : Namib, 
Tulsia-big,i, Beng. ; Baiglla~'nri, l\epal ; nar­
do, Sind. ; KmollJai, Tam Il; Sorlai-haki, ('an. 

Tbis Teal is the smallest of Its genus, and \\lth the 
exception of the Cotton Teal, our smallest Duck. It 
has for its size a large head and bill, the latter narrow 
and nearly parallel-sided ; otherv.ise It IS a very deh­
cately formed little creature. 

The male IS pencilled-grey In general colour. bell'18 
marked with nne black hnes on a white ground ; the 
head is chestnut, with a broad metallic-green stripe 
bordered with cream colour running back from the eye. 
The breast is buff with round black spots ; the belly 
white; the seapulars and stern bla.c:k and cream, and the 
wing-bar Vtry brilliant metallic-green above, velvet­
black below, with a buff and white anterior border. and 
a white edging behind. The bill is black, ey~ brown. 
and feet grey. 

The female is mottled with dark brown and wbitisb. 
but has the wing-bar like tbat of the male, only not quite 
o brisht, and 'lith no bu.£I ; by it she can easily be di!l­

tingulshed from the very similar female Blue-winged 
Teal, as well as by her narrower bIll not showing the 
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frmge, and rather smaller sIze Eyes, feet and bdl as 
in tbe male, 'but the last not so black. 

The male In "'Idrlss bears a general resemblanve to 
the female, but. as m the Pmtall, differs JD detaIls of 
marking. Yotmg bIrds resemble the female, but are 
R)ore spotted below Probably youag males are hkfo 
the male In undres~ 

The male 1'1 ",bout fiftetn Inches long, with a wing 
of about "even and-a-half, bill about one-and-three­
quarters andshanl.. Ju~tover the tnch Fcmalesarenot 
much .. mailer 

This Teal has", wldt"r range than the Blue-wmge<l. not 
only inhabiting Europe, Nort h AfTlca, and ASia, 1n 
the temp,.rate portlOn'l of whIch It breeds, laymg some 
times more t h,m a dozen IVQry-coloured eggs 10 a nest on 
the ground, straggle!. at times to the East Coast of North 
-\menca, on .... hlch contment It IS, however. generall, 
replaced by a very !.lmJlar spCCles, the American greer 
wmged Teal, Nt.U,um carollltelfsr It IS a verycomm. 
wmter VISitor to India, and probably occurs over t 
whole of our area, as It raJ1ges as far as the Pbihppll 
although not yet recorded from Sou th T"nassenm. 
keeps generally In '1mall flocks, or even may be lou' 
pairs ur <;Ingly, on small pieces of water as well as J 
unhke the Garganey It has a smarter flight tha' 
bird, and IS better eatmg, both Wild and tame. It 
captIvity equally well, and IS eastly kept I have. 
tndlV~duals of thiS Species kept In the t1uck Avtal" 
the Calcutta Zoological Garden, which had acqwred tl 
habIt of perchmg like Tree-ducks on the narrow rige. 
of gable--topped neshng-boxes-a thmg Blue-Winged 
Teal eonfined With them never seemed to do. T' .. Tedl 
whiStles and ,quacks. the female bemg resPOt" for 
tbe latter sound and the male for lobe for he 
ba§, as above Imphed, a bony bulb to the WlD~' 
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The Clucking Teal. 

Nettium fO'Tmosum , BLANFORD, Faun. Brit, Ind .. 
Birds, Vol. IV. p. 442. 

VERNACUL.,R NAMES :-None known. 

This species is considerably larger than the Common 
Teal, but hasa proportionately much !>hortcr and broader 
bIll . the male also has long pOLnterl scapulars like the 
Blut'·wmged TeaL 

The malt' s plumage is somewhat comphcated. to de­
scnhe, hut h(' cannot easily be Mistaken for any oth;!r 
Duck. by rca .. on of his buff head, with black cwwn s('­
parated by a whIte Ime from the metallIC green st reak 
pa .. ~mg back from the eye, and blaek throat sendmg up 
a black streak on each SIde to th(' luwer eyehd . The 
back and rump are grey-hrown, WIth an area uf dehcatt' 
blur-grey, formf'rl by mmule black and whlte hnes', un 
each Side of the shoulders. while penc illmg re-appears 
un the flanks The long pomt ed scapulars are chestnuL 
huff. and blaek, ano the breast pmky-buff. darker at tht' 
SIde'" and With black round spots m the middle. The 
hE'lIy I" white, and the s tern mostly blad: wllh chestnut 
edges and preceded by <!. white bar The wing-bar shows 
fir<;t a cmnamon band, then a bronze-green one, then a 
black, and IS hmshed off wlth white The.~ials art'" 
edged with buff. 

The female \'esembles the male III the colour of th t. 
wmg!>. otherWIse she 15 mottled grey-brown, very lI ke 
the female Common and Blue-wmged Tt'al. But the 
...... mg-markmgs alone Will &aslly distinguish her, to say 
nothi~ of the larger sIze WIth proportionately short 
bill, thiS being no longer than in the Cornmon Teal. 

The male in ."Undress is like the female, but W1tb a 
redder breast and plain back. When nearly in fu ll 
plumage the head.markings are dulled by fme brown 
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ep,gltlgs to every feather, though still quite distinglllsh­
abJe. 

l'be bill Is dark bluish-grey, the eyes brown. and the 
feet blue-grey or olive, but In the female I gut in 
Calcutta, the beak was ohve at the root, spotted with 
bfal'k~and black at the tIP, as well ali havmg the feet 
oll\'e-yellow with grey webs. But this was an exce.p­
tional.specimen, as she had the plumage of the male In 
u(ldress, although, on dlsscrlJQn, the eggs in her ovary 
were plainly perceptible. 

The mal~ IS about slxte~n Ulchelo long, with a wmg 
ahout e1ght, bill about one.-and-three-quart.ers, and 
shank about onl>..and-a-half. The female IS httle smaller, 

This very beautiful Teal properlr helongs to Eastern 
~iht'rit', Chma, and Japan, brec.hng In the nurth of this 
area, occasionally. howevpr. Ii ~tr.!gglc<, to the westward 
even as far as EUlOpe. In Indi a 1t 1<; excesSively rare, 
only about four instances of ,b occurrence haVing been 
recorded tlil the cold 'wea-ther of I 898-Q9, when I gol 
the above-mentIOned female Ln the Calcutta bazaar, and 
Mr. M. Mackenzie of Ralaputtce, Chuprdh, a male In 
the Sarun Dlstnct . both of whICh were reported in The 
A\lall. on0ll! 6th December 18Q8, \Ir £ . L Barton. of 
Bombay, shot a male about twenty mile<> fJ om Ahmeda­
bad m Guzerat , and smce then the Ind1an Museum has 
received the head of a male, shot at Ja ,pur, on April6th, 
ISW, by !IIr. C. Barker. Another was shot m the 
rostnet of Dlbrugarb by Colonel Xo .... 

Tb,e Calcutta f.ema le, the only one uf that !loex hitherto 
recorded from India, was III my time exhibited In the 
Bird Gallery of the Indian MuseuD1 along with the first 
recorded Inman speelmen, a full-plumaged male obtam­
ed. abo In tbe Calcutta bazau, by Blyth m 18+4, and 
then, alas! in very poor condItion. ThiS IS therefore a bird 
to be looked outfor, as no doubt therear: and have been 
more about; though It must ~ notIced that the last few 
years have been unusually remarkable for an InvaSIon of 
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India by East-Asiatic waterfowl, of whiebowe have had 
the Green·bead Pochard (Nyroca bmri) ill'numbers, the 
Dwarf Goose (A t&Se1' erythropi4sJ, the Bronze--Cap (liune#1I 
/rdctnaJ as above noted, and now this spjcies, lone of 
our very rarest visit<\llts in the ordinary way .-

That these bird6 had been habitually visiting us and 
had been overlooked, I do not fora moment believe. It 
is far more reasonable to suppose that they come at long 
intervals only or in very fluctuating numbers. A proof 
of this was furnished to me by .Mr. W. RutJ~dge, who. 
in dealing in animals in Calcutta for forty years, had 
never had this Teal or the Bronze-Cap offered lor sale hy 
the natives, though he had im?QftP,(f specimens hom 
China as fancy birds. 

Th.e Clucking Teal's chle{'peeuliarity' appears to be 
that to which it owes its name, its harsh and frequently 
repeated clucking call; this is constantly being uttered 
by the males, and will very likely prove to be confined 
to that sex. 

The Andaman Teal. 
Nettium albigutrJre, BLANFORD, Faun" Brit. Ind., 

Birds, Vol. IV, p. 444. 

V£RS"ACULAR NAMES ;-None known. 

This IS the largest of the genus, but has proportionally 
.he smallest wings ; lts bill IS also short. like that of the 
Clucking Teal~ The sexes are alike. The colour is a 
mottled brown, very dark, almost chocolate in fact. 
The throat, fore-neck. and a ring round tbe eye are white, 
as is a patch in front of the wing-bar. whie:b IS velvet­
hlack with a longItudinal broMe-greeD. strea.~ i f). the 
middle, and a narrow lower border of white formed by 
the white edgin, of the first secondary. 

The white on the head shows a teAdency to spread. 
and in one Indian Museum 5pct:im~ a fine male. 
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extends an over the ~urface: pouibJy this is. matter of 
age, as old ruras get wrote at the root of the beak. At 
any rate this variatIOn is now quite eommon. and nearly 
all tbe living specimens I have SeeR brought from 
the Andamus show it. Such specimens have bred 
in the London Zoological Gardens, but thf!lit young were 
as described below, With no white on the faee. 

Young birds have no white round the eye. 
The bill and 'feet are bluf!I·grey and the eyes reddish­

brown or red. 
The male IS about seventeen IUcbeos long, with a wing 

rather over seven·and·half, bill about onc-and·three­
quarters, and shank under one·and-half ; females are 
smaller. 

The Andaman Teal IS resident In the Islands from 
which It takes Its name, but is not confined to the South 
Andaman aJone, as bas been supposed, for Captain A. R. 
S. Anderson, I.M.S. , late Surgeon-Naturalist to the 
I11vestigatoT, states inhis Report for r897-98, page 7. that 
he found a Bock on East Islalld. the most north-easterly 
of the group. It may also straggle occasionally to the 
mamland, as one, the fragments of which were sent to 
the Indian Museum, was reeorded some years ago in 
The Asian from Burma. where it had Leen "hot from 
among a flock of Whistlers. 

This Teal frequents, in pairs or floeks, both fresh and 
salt water, apparently preferring the fonn~. Unlike 
mqst of the Ducks of tms section, It perches freely, and 
it is active both on land and water. I h .... e seensome 
of the'Speeimens in the Calcutta Zoo dive for food like 
Pocharda; it I!:: not very timid, and pas a peculiarly 
soft noiseless fught as I hav{: been able to observe 
in unpinioned specimens at large in the London Zoo. 
I noticed that the drakes mre very pugnacious ; 
they also assisted in the e.are of the y~, uolilee 
mosl of the typical Dueks. The note is a Jow whiatle 
in the male llld i quaek iD. the female. 'Ole nest has 
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been found in August; it was made of grasS and placed 
on the ground; the egg is eream-coloured and smooth . 

The Oceanic Teal. 
l'IUli"", glbbtr/f,eml_ S"'-VADORI, Bnt. ~1l9 . Cat .. Birdf. 

Vol. ~XVII. p. ~55. 

ThUi Teal with wllleh the Andamilll Teal was formerly con 
iuiJed, II a widely·ranglng 8~!l!;I . found through tho wandl> 
'1'QOl Java to AUltraha and New Zealand. It has a close general 
rer.emhlance to the Andaman Teal. but has a more 'peckled head. 
no IlI1ute eye·nng at aoy age, and no white border to the tint 
it'Coll(lary qUill . 1t 1...1.)'& about a dOl en ereiUll y-whlte eggs in 
holes In tr~. In Au!traha there l!I Illlother race or ~pecleo; 
(Ntth"," CGSI,,"tlltll) ID wweb, whIle the :lcnlale 15 like both 5e'Xe.. 
of thf' sumbrely Loloured Oceanic Ieal, the male has aver)' 
distinct plumaKe, the head hemll dark ¥lony-greell, and the brl!il'll 
and tlank~ bay With black !poh. This form ha5 been known to 
.tray to Java. 110 desel ves mennon here. 



APPENDIX I . 

.sYNOPTICAl. TABU OF 'lRS tlft)!A" "IUoTIDM. 

THZ DIAGlfOSnC CHAJtACt'BlI!S lIVtO io this table apply to the 
. pecilZ as a whole, il'Tcspeettve of age, sex or !eUOQ. 

FAMILY CRARACTER. 

Duck, in tbe wide sellSe a.re web-footed water·(""l with a 
stnul{ht beak anned Wlth teeth or ndge, along the edges of 
both chaps. 

StlB,PA)llLY I .-SWANS (p. 8) 

5ile iafl{er thau tame Goose, neck exceedmRly lonR. face b:tre. 
Rare filec pale--

Wft,oop" (p. II). 
Bare fate dark-

Mill .• SW4" (p. 91. 

SUB'F"",LY" II -GEESE (p. 14). 

5ru 'malle~than ta~ GOOge, IIsually btgiler tlll.o tame Duck 
nounts central: plumage grey or brown, pale-barT~. 

Bill ",-ell over two ioches ; feet /lesh-colour-' 
Gr4}' GOOI, (p. 171. 

8m nnder two iuebes, bb.ck at root­
PlftI,-!ooI44 Goou (p. 19). 

Bill two illches. feet oranp­
Wll1l~-I,o,.ud Goo" (po %0), 

Bill ~11 onder two inches, feet oran,ltc. ~I~ baldly biRR'ff 
th'lI ann. Dock_ 

o.~1 GOO" (p. '1). 
Plomq:e pale clear grey. with oraDg .. black.tipped bUl­

B4~-Ma.i' G""" (p. 23). 
PiutllaRe very dark wl.t:b ",bite raark'iDgs aDd rea or bud 

.. ~>-
Ru-lm ... tfd Goou (p. 241. 



'.2 WATER FOWL or tl'lDJA AND A.lA. . 

StlB-I'AIilILV IIl._1hIlGAJ(5BlII.fi (p. 'il. 
I 

Sae that of tame Duck Of smaller. WI tootlUld, taperifl, 
Q'lore than twice all broad at ruot all at tlp 

Beak lead-colour, uDder two Inches--
5"'6\>11 (p. 3S) " 

Beak ,eddah, well over two lnches, wtth abollll IIl8trtJn toetb 
between pad and POIItnl-

R64·twen,,&1 /tf"BIJIlUl' (p 33) 
Beak redduh, well over two IhehcS. WIth about fifteeD teetb 

t.etween Dall and DQ8tnl._ 
GOWIJ~ (p 3 I). 

SUB-I'A1ULV IV -TJlu.E Dtlclts (p ]81 

SIze between tame GOO!oe and Duck, genllrally . maller tll.an 
tllilHI Dudi; ; bill 'WIth lowu chap sliuttwg 111to upper, Sldes geD. 
erall)' parallel o r getbug Wider loW'ill'fis the end. and noetnla 
('Mth one exceptloo) .Deaftr root of bUl than up 

SaCTlON A -DsvI»g Ducks, 11/1/4 -U, 106 WI IO"r IJ.5 "'IddJe t>r ''"IN'' lI»d , ... "l /~ IUllh a dtep lobe (H /lap IIVI~ ,I /J kll/·lIIu 
01111nt (p ]8) 

I. BIU WIth nOlltnl nearer tlp tha.n root­
Goldn-ey, (p ~2J 

z. BIU normal WIng only ahout!lll!: mche!l froIU kuuckletobp- ~ 
SIII}'/AII (p 4]) 

3 Bill normal, Wlllg. well over seven Inchl!!l, u. ually W1tla a 
whlte be.r 

Bill and fett lUore or less red or orange-­
Rtd·cuSletl Pochard (p 4S) 

Wmg With [10 wlute bar-
Co_oJ! or R,iI ."a4ttl Poeha,d (p 48). 

B1I1 broadeDed at tip, greatest brNodth &qual to <hat&nee 
betweell nELII aDill uostni , no crest-

Scaup (p Sol 
Bill shaped as above, but a CI"Nt pnMAt­

T~fted Poeh fJord (p S I) 
Bill not much broadened, crown ebettDat 01" ~­

WAUN)'-" PoehQ,tl Ip. H). 
BIll Dot much broadned. cnnnt dal'1f ...... or bhdd± 

Gruta-j,-.kd Pockrd. (p. U). 



WATER PQWL ~. lHDI" AND ASIA. 113 

SKc;TIO" B.-W.u..., 1M' ~~ • ..,. "*' 'o-,AorlM 
,,,-,, ,ok .~. tutU ,« .,.,AI ...;.pw Idu 011' __ • hit abotU 
III" 1(1"1 .. J"-"A (p. (1). :.a. _ 

I Sift v«y 1iD.all, led t!wa npoa, bill -.0 1m loo.g_ 
Coli"" T.al (p. 74" 

, . Stu luset, qwlls I bOft IUU1 iIot Qaw,1I( 10 doMd "'IDe:_ 
Plum.a«e moltl'y (:be.brut, ""'th en.m bu abov, taU­

Le". Wluu". (p 66). 
PtumaRe ma.t1,. duo. Wltb marooa bu ,hove tul­

SIffOU. Wiutkr (p ( 5) 
J. Su e lug', wmp toul~luUod. bps of qutlll . boWloS pbJD­

Iy IDcloIed ""!:IS 
Plu,m~ (:belltnut , wltb blaclr:-e.nd·.tutt- 1ri1lP­

e, .... """y Ip (9) 
Plu~' _tule and black, Wltb red « 1I~"y bill and feet_ 

S""rl,,-d~ Ip 70) 
• Wlnp dark. bod y moetly wtute­

C,,1Hb DurJt (f 7') 
5 BlII . hott, sma! a.nd Freoeb·grey or blue_ 

W"WIII (p 78) 
6 Tip' of qUilt. eboWltlg p1a.anly 1I1("I06ed wlllg . IIllve.".grcy 

on ovUt web-. steel·blue o r IDDer-
M"lII4a,." D~lI Ip 76). 

S'-CTiOW C.-O,dl",,'" lWJ'/IJet./,.d'1If DMU,," III,/Al (INt., 10. 
sJunltr 11\"" ""ddl. , AUla to- IIIlll _ ,,,,'" laO" blil "',,,",dly 1m.,,,, 1114111 , AlIItA (p !I t ) 

BiU vtory lOll&. tw\(:e at broad .t tip .. root_ 
SIlC/f1,J1...- (p.88,. 

, 8111 ordlnary, tad 1oo1lUld pomted_ 
Pillfa"'tp. 90). 

3 BtU altd tall oMuury. wmg aIDe lr.(:hes or over. 
WIGS·bar Frmeh·grey-

Woolf-a,"" (p. 33 ) 
WIr\II -bar fawn-

P"tl./tud (p. s..) 
WiUg-bar mfitaUIc greeD, WIth a wlute border sod IoDg whlte 

1plu h abave-
SPclld-bul fl'. 94)· 

WiD,.bar . te.l-blue. ollUade al lDOet qllt.lll OIl WID.I bppett 
wblte-

Y,uo-•• '" (p. ¢J, 
WIIJI·t.r ."'·bille, WIth whit. bOlder» oaly -

1I.u.N [P. 92). 
Wbaa-bar _bit.-

G ..... (p. ~). -.. 
8 



t 14 WATKK FOW L OF INI>IA AND ASIA. 

Wlng·bar black­
B'(11U~.&(J1' (p 99J. 

4 0111 and t;ul ordulary. wing H Inchell or under. 
P1umotge KTey-broWTI an ti whlbsb. no WlIlS-bu, "Ilver-K~~' 

!Odglng to qUllls-
M",bled T eal {p 86J 

Bill With fnuglng shoWing below upper chaP. Wlng·b..- bght 
dull green or none-

BI14# WII".d Tnd {po lOll 
Wing-bar clnnl'mon, green" black and while III ~ucceu.on_ 

CI" .:.\l lIg Teal (p 106) 
W'nl:.hM whIte or boff and wh,te In front . then half btact. 

.and half green-
C", .. ".o .. Teal (p 1004) 

Wlnl!-bar velvl!t-bhu:k, With ... long\tuwn;o l brou~e streak <ind 
j ;HKe ",hlt e palch In front-

1f .. ...-n"''' '1 T rill (p 108) 



APPENDIX II 

T.UlU 01' CoLaO .. 0 .. FUU.'P1.01U.cslf ~I.na..s. 

II o De- had tbe only old m~~ to deal With 1M lotudy o f Duck.. 
would be ndlCDiQII!ly easy, i.'> no two un \1O'I"lbly be IDlstaken 
for each otber with (lI"dmary obo.ervallon But u tbe malonty 
01 bud. obtalned will Dot be lull plumaged IT\;!oleo.. It ""li be fOIiIl" 
better to work out bpecl nll~n~ hy the drt3Jl. l'reVloufly IIweo 
If any . howy bnd be oatteN ho" t'\et' or .. larRt bill!' be made. 
Ihl, table WlII be handy for no dOllbt thl' , 11.1'11 f t way I .. tu lea.fo 
the drakes and tllcn lind the ducks to m~lcll thrm \\ bere the 
.,exes arc ',"ul.r the fact 110 notctl " .I h .I II ,,,Ir,h" 

SW",HS (p II) -PJrHII4I:' all wAd" 
• 8.11 black bright )'el\o\\ 01.1 root Ind o n f .. c~ 

WAcrop" (p 11) 
BIll oranRt·red wI th a blacK knob dot root­

!ifni, SWII>' (p 9) 
GUlli. (p 1~) - I'/I/mllg" pt)l tw 1m .. ",,,, p"lr-b~n~d by IIJ (t ,A'", 

"Il~rl 

• Bdl fI"hy-plnk_ 
G,,,y Gowe (p 17) 

• BIll pUlk ~d hLldI­
P,ftll. -looud (,_, (p (9) 

• FOn'hQ(! ""-tb .. broad wlute cross band­
WIIl4·fro.ud Goru~ (p 'lo) 

.. Forebnd Wlt h i\ long wb.lle blue-­
Ow.,! Gool" (p ~ 1 ) 

• liead white Wltb two black b""5-
B/f,.-II~tUd GOOH (p. aJ) 

• PJutna((e moatl.} black wnh chestnut brcut­
Rfd-bu/fJl6d GOOl" {p 2-4>-

JUIlG ....... (p ~ r-B(U lieF)' IUI~'OW ,""d ItI"t"K~. "''''"Ilf' , .... 
H-.d l:IKIIUy white-­S_. (p. lSl 
HNd ~1r;.gTeen. all undtT I~e from neck sahuon_wlute-­

Goo • ."w (p Jl) 
8.-4 du • . JfeeD, brea.:ot reddab,.b.-o",n Wl t~ black Itreak_ 

R,d.-M'nkil M"lIlIftJtf' (p. lJ) 



I ttl W4TBR 1-0 \'\'1. Of' (NDIA ,,~1I ASIA. 

)leCKS PRoPl:.1I. (v \1I).-BllI b ~<!(Jt. 1lt",ly plmuul-~Idd. 1'.1/1 
""III~t, plu'""l:f tl ll ru".. ",.,n a ll Ill/Ilk n.". lUll"'" ",,./Il' .. , 
, ' y "" b, ,,wII 

L Atl GE. DtlCK~ 

I·O:loy-red. with hlack dlld ", llI tf wln~,_ 
1l ~IlJt .. " .. y (p (9). 

• w tutt. <In..! black. Wltll ch ... tnut belt . ,\u loCilrlet b lll­
SlIeld, ,,kt- (p 7 ' I 

Iitrm~e' lIreen ~d wbJ.u with a blj;i black con.b on tbe blU-
CufNb.tfw:k (p 7J) ... 

Black and ru~t)', Wi t h .. llIte ~houliler.. .. n.1 ... Iu te " nd l,lad. 
heall-

W",/J·D ,.rk (p IIJ) 
RIll rcd yellow and hlack 1011j: wh, u' s l'l .. ~h on "101: ­

SfH'Ilt'd 1111/ (p 94) 
8,11 bl.u.k "'Ith ),ello" tip blue """K Ilaf ­

Y~/I", ... ,,,/l II' Qtl) 

l .tt'en head wlll t t. colla r ~hoc:olotl': brea.~t t. urh In I~II­
Mrlllllrd (p 'jJ) 

., ..... ,rlet b.1I Ch .... l llut \""h ; hea,\ hla('\.. 1.J.e11}_ 
1~t:d.",. ,I,d 1"K~lIr" Iv 41') 

I o ilK _h.arll t, 1I1 , lull I'Mwn head whli<' Im:.,,"'_ 
l'I Hr,,1I11 0"" 

II' I/:lI'" II' II! ) 
Bronze heat! Wl lh Ion,!! mane lonl: .... bn·-'ba.peU pl"Dl~ 1'1 

\\"11"-
I/rm,u ( /J(1 (p 99) 

.... lX"Ckled he;"J, Ilencllled brt:"~1 "' tn ~ chestnut black a.nd 
,,1,,' ,,-

G"d"",{t (11 qS) 
HI), hrOil' ! h ill . RICCI' hCill!. ba.y belly hInt ,bDull! er~_ 

<,11",.0.11,.., {p !IS) 
Hnllht rm.eLpmk hen'\ I>lack body. hull f!\ \lII .. -

1' /l.k _Illud (p ~ 4 ) 
{hc-. tnut hcad grey body. black brt:ast and , t<'01-

CC:O",.,.",1 .. , R,d II,,,hd Podll,d Ip " II) 
( .r","·\Jlack he .. d , black breas t and ",tern {"f'ncdlf'l1 boc!\._ 

SC;II'P (p So) 
I \t'I'l)-~n head, hay brust . whlu belly_ 

Gur,,·~elJ(lrd (>urluI,d (p 53) 



WAU;R ~OWL tw INDIA AND ASIA. I I ;" 

BI .. ~k !.IoUy. '~hlu: !Jelly and 8anlu_ 
TW/ltd Po&lIIJ,d (p. S I ). 

Huff of chestnut b.ackles. amlrhestnut fan·Jea.the"" 10 wmt::~­
Mm,daTlI'I Dr'l'~ (p. 76). 

:'.lolhogany·roo hody. pearl e}'e$-
lV,rul~'"'1-"d I'vdtard (p. 551-

De~p Ij:ret:n heacl. ,,"hrt~-and·bla.ck body­
Goldtn'C)lr Ip 42). 

'-Iky- blue bill ..... hlb· h INd. ~nclllffi·broWTl hody­
SI'D-ta,"t(p 4J} 

lhe~tnut bod}'. black·and-chestnut bafk. CTealil al>ov~ 
liUl _ 

_ 1.aTGI lI'}u stl<~ (1\ (lIJl 
!lun body ",late amI ,Iun 1.>ack. m,lrOOn above tall_ 

S .. ,,"! 11'/11>11,,- (p. 61). 

S \l ALL DUC:KS. 

P.<le Krey-urown amI white. With &llver·gT~y ... Jgm;: to 
IIUIII~'--

Marbhd T~ .. ! (p 1:16) 
Chocolate. wah white thro;r.t ami nng roum! ",ye_. 

A"dorrran Trol (p. l OS). 
Buff head WIth black and ~-.een s tnp'"""""­

eluding T~ .. I fp. lOb). 
Brown head WIth white eyebrow, French.grey ~lLouhlers_ 

Blw,w'n!!td Teal (p. III I ) 
Chestnut head wnh green eye·streak. pencllled·grey IJodv­

Common Teal (p. 1(4). 
1\ hL1t With black cap and metalbc green Wlngs­

Collo" Teol (p 7:t). 




