
had formed the Year before, hut had mifcarried in putting it in Execution.

T o  prevent the E nem y, there was no other W a y ,  but to continue march­

ing all N ig h t,  fo that on the Third  o f  Junty in the Afternoon, the. A r m y  

o fth c  arrived at the Cam p o f  very much fatigued, both b y

this long M arch, and b y  the continual Rains, which had fallen for twenty-  

four Hours to g e th e r

T h e  French having Intelligence* o f  the expeditious M arch o f  the Confede- Which is 

rates, did not think fit to venture any farther than Genap; but incamped P'‘evcntedb)r 

with their Right to that Place, and their Left to Braine la Leu. Ujpon which ^Mirch*

the Duke o f  Marlborough took up his Quarters in the A b b y  o f  Tcrbank, 
and Monfieur d'‘Oliverquerque his, in the Suburbs o f  Louvain. On the Fourth,  

fevcral Bridges were laid over the Deyk, between Havre and Louvain. On  

the Fifth, almoft the w hole Confederate A r m y  forag’d in the Neighbour*  

hood o f  their,Camp. T h e  Sixth, being appointed, b y  his Grace, as a D a y  

o f  Thankfgiving, for the paft Succefs o f  the Arms o f  the Allies^ and to im­

plore a Bleffing upon the prefent Campaign, it was religioufly obferv’d,  

throughout the whole A r m y .

T h e  E nem y continuing quiet in their C am p , the D uke o f  Marlborough Underhand 

took that Opportunity to review his Troops, which he began to do on the Se- 

venth, and conrinued for eight or nine Days follow ing; when bad the Sa- 

tisfa£lion to find, 'that the refpe£live Bodies were all very compleat, and the  

M en  in the moft excellent Order ; flufli’d with their former Viftories, and 

eager to engage an E nem y, that began to look defpicable in their Eyes. In 

this Cam p it was, that the Electoral Prince o f  Hanover, now our moft graci­

ous Sovereign, K in g  George II. came to the A r m y ,  and was receiv’d with  

the greateft Marks o f  Relpedl and D i4l:inftion, by all the General Officers.

It appeared now very plain, that the E nem y had no Inclination to come  

to a Battle with the Confederates. 7 'heir Views were indeed to recover the  

Places they had loft in the Y ear 1706, but it was by their ufual M ethods o f  

Surprize, and Treachery ; nor were they altogether difappointed in their De*  

figns. F'or the Eleflor o^Bavaria, who had gained fome Intereft in the Pro­

vinces o f  the Netherlands, amongft People o f  all Ranks, b y  his Profufenefs, 

and Affability, with the AfTiftance o f  the Count de Bergeyck, Minifter o f  

Spain, a Perfon o f  great Credit, and no lefs A d i v i t y ,  together with other  

Friends o f  the H oule o f  Bourbon, eafily found Means to pradife upon the  

L e v it y ,  o f  the chief Inhabitants, o f  fome o f  the principal great T o w n s; w ho  

being uneafy under the Dutch Government, promifed trt open their Gates  

to the Troops o f  France and Spain, as foon as they fhould be able to find a 
fair Opportunity.

T h e  Arm ies, on both Sides, had now remained a confiderable T im e  in 

their refpeftive Camps, without any M o tio n ; the Confederates, for their 

Parts, being in Expeftation o f  Prince Eu^ne's taking the F ie ld , with an 

A r m y  compofed o f  the Pruffian and Hejftan Troops, ten Thoufand Pala~ 
tines, and fome Imperialijts. T h e  M otion o f  this Body o f  Forces was re­

tarded, b^ feveral Difficulties, about the M arch o f  the Palatine Troops.

T h e  Frenchy getting Intelligence hereof, rightly concluded the Confederates 
Would hardly venture to force them, in the Panes and Defiles whereof they  

were polTefledj wherefore tjiey detached two Bodies o f  their Troops, with  

Orders to march towards Ghent and Bruges, in hopes o f  furprizing thofe two  

Places, with the Inhabitants whereof they had an In telligence; which, ac­

cordingly, they effeded ; as we fhall fee immediately.

T h a t  our Readers m ay have an Idea o f  the Importance o f  thefe two  

Cities, it m ay not be improper, to give  them here a concifc Defcription o f  

them.  ̂ •

Bruges is a beautiful, ftrong, and noble C it y ,  o f  the Low-Countries, in 

the Earldom of Flanders; the Capital o f  the Territory o f  Bruges, a Bifhop- 

rick, under the Archbifhop o f  Mechlin. It is a Place o f  great T ra d e , fitu- 

aicd on feveral Canals, which are very convenient, for tranfporting o f  JvlcJ"- 

cliandize to the neighbouring Cities and Countrie^ It is abotj t̂ twenty-four
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M iles North-JI '̂eft o f Ghtnt  ̂ eleven Eaji o f  OJicnd  ̂ thirty^four North-Eaji 
o f Dunkirk'^ and forty lV(Ji o f /^ntiverp.,

Ghent is a large City and Caftle, one o f the Chief o f  the Lo'W-Ccuntrics 
the Metropolis o f  the Earldom o f Flanders  ̂ and Territory o f Ghent y and 
likcwife a Biftioprick under the Archbiftiop of Mechlin : it is famous for the 
Birth o f the Emperor Charles V . on the Twenty-fourth o f February, 1500, 
It ftands on the Rivers Scheld, Lys, and Leye, which divide it into twenty- 
fix Iflands : It has vaft Fields within its W alls, fo that it is reckoned o f as 
large Extent as Far is i and Charles V . who was a great Lover o f that C ity,
wherein he drew his firft Breath, anfwered, when he was asked, Uliether he

- - voas Mafter o f  fuch another City as Pirris, in all his vaji Dominions ? He !
J’ay un Gand dans laquelie Je puis mettre toute Paris. Pyh ! I  have one G love,
•wherein J  can put all Paris; alluding to the W ord Gand, the French Name o f 
Ghent, which alfo fignifies a Glove. It is twenty-feven M iles almoil: South- 
li'c jl o f  Antwerp, t& rty North-H^eJ} o f Brujfels, ninety-four South o f 

Jierdam, and one Hundred fifty-four North-EaJi of Paris,
T h e  firfl Attem pt was made upon Ghent, by the Marquis de Grimaldi, 

a Lieutenant-General, who had under him the Baron de Capres, now Duke 
o f  Bournonville, and the Brigadiers de la Faille VLud PaJ^eu'. In the mean 
W hile, the other Body, under the Command o f the Count de Chemerault, 
likewife a Lieutenant-General, were to make themfelves Mafters o f the 
Paflages o f  the Dender  ̂ and to break down all the Bridges that were laid 

Motions o f  over it. T o  conceal this Defign the better, the Duke ot Burgundy began 
the E n em y’s to march, on the Fourth o i July, about Nine at N ight, and palfed the
A r m y .  Sennes in the Morning, between Tuhize, Cambeck, and Halle, the Detach­

ment having fet forward on their March the Morning before. His Royal 
Highnefs afterwards took his Rout towards LeJJiues, and went to Nino'Qc, ha­
ving the Dender before him, as if  he had had no other View than ro retire
towards Tournay. The Duke o f Marlborough had no Notice o f the Duke of
Burgundy's March, till it was M idnight; when fufpefting, or having Intelli­
gence o f his Defign, he immediately detached four Regiments o f Horle and 
Dragoons, with Orders to pafs the Dender at Dendermond, and obferve fhe 
A rm y o f France; and, i f  pollibJe, prevent their putting their Defign in Ex­
ecution, but it was too late: A t  Four in the Morning, the Duke palTed the 
Canal near Brujfels, and pofted himfelf at ^nderlcch.

T h e  French I n  the mean W hile, the Marquis de Grimaldi having marched all that
^ rp rize  j ) a y ^  a n j  a l l  N ight, arrived on t le Fifth, early in the M ornipg, near Ghent:

H e then m ade. the neceflary Difpofitions, for the Execution o f the Defign,
wherewith he was charged. About Five in the Morning, fome 'I’roopers, 
with five or fix Soldiers, appeared before the Gate St. J.evin, pretending to 

T h c M a n n e r  Deferters. A t  this Gate, there was only a weak and negligent Guard of 
how. Burghers, who were no more in Number than the pretended Delcrters, and 

asked them fome few trifling Queftions, to which the others, having their LefTon 
by Heart, made pertinent Anfw ers; after which, they gave them Admit­
tance. When they were going to carry them to the Main-Guard, fome of 
them fat themfelves down on the Ground, on Pretence o f Weafinefs, and 
defired a ,little Brandy to refrefh them, which was granted ; and after drink­
ing a little among themfelves, they drank alfo to tfie Burghers, who did the 
fame, and amufcd them with a Story o f  the March o f the French Arm y, 
and their deferting. Soon after, another fmall Party came, with the fame 
Story; and the firfl Party faying they knew them, they were admitted; 
more Brandy was brought; and they all drank thereof. But they had hardly 
taken the Glafs in their Hands, before Monfieur de la Faille, who, not long 
before, had been High Bailiff o f  that C ity , but who was then a Brig;)dier, in 

. the Service o f Spain, advanced at the Head o f a Hundred Foot. By Chance, 
the Soldier who was then upon Duty without the Gate, as Centinel, hap­
pened to be one who had deferted from the Brigadier’s R egim en t; where­
fore he knew him, levelied his Piece at him, and was juft going to fire: 
But the Brigadier, with gjeat Prefence o f Mind, called the Soldier by his 
Name, and fold him th/t he had nothing to fear from him, as a Deferter ;
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for that he was come over to their Side himfelf, with all thofe brave Fel­
lows, whom he faw with him. A t  the fame T im e, he went up to the Cen- 
tinel, and put fome Piftoles into his Hand, which made him as mute as a 
Fifh. T h e  Brigadier then paffed on with his Men, and advanced towards 
the Gate.

T h o s e  who were upon Guard at the Gate, feeing him fo well attended, 
made an A ttem pt to prevent his Entrance; but the pretended Deferters 
rifing all at once, presented their Bayonets and Itopt them. Refiftance 
would now have been to little Purpole, wherefore Monfieur de la Eaille, 
having thus made him felf Matter o f this Gate, without ftriking a Stroke, 
left fome o f his Men there, and wit!) the Reft marched with all Expedition 
through the Tow n, to poiTefs him felf likewife o f the Gate o f Bruges. A s  
it was very early in the Morning, he met only with fome few Labourers, 
and Tradefmen in the Streets; fome of whom taking them for Deferters, 
ufed them with great C ivility, whilft others, judging otherwife, flock’d to­
gether, and made a Shew as i f  they would have took up A rm s: But Mon- 
fieur de la Faille threw fome Piftoles amongtt them to appeafe them, which 
made fome of them cry out. Long live Philip. M ore M oney was given 
them for fo doing; this increaled their Numbers, and afterwards nobody 
made any Oppgfition. In this Manner, he got to the Brugcs-Gate, o f  which 
alfo he made him felf Mafter, almoft without any Rcfiftance. Immediately 
he caufed it to be fliut, for fear that Major-General Murray^ who was en­
camped on that Side with three or four Battalions, and one Regiment o f  
Dragoons, fhould have poffcfs’d him felf thereof. Accordingly that Gene­
ral appeared before it foon after, but too late, the Poft being taken, and 
the Bridges drawn up. H e went afterwards to the Bridge o f MeuUjlede, 
from whence he might have got to the Gate o f Muydc, or the Gate o f 
Damme, and could have thrown himfelf into the Caftle by a very ftiort 
W ay, but he got thither alfo too late, for Brigadier de la Faille had before 
feized thereon.

W h i l s t  all this pafTed on the other Side o f the T ow n , the Marquis de 
Grimaldi, who had followed Monfieur de la Fail'e pretty clofe, entered 
with the Reft o f his Detachment, by the Gate o f St. Levin, and poftedf 
him felf in the Market-Place, and other Places o f Refort. T he People o f 
the Tow n founded the Alarm -Bell, and the Jiurghers ran out o f their Houfes 
in great Numbers, but nobody otfered to make any Refiftance ; fome durft 
not attempt any T h in g, on feeing fuch Numbprs o f Troops under Arm s, 
and others had no Inclination to it. A l l  xhe Gates having been thus feized.
Brigadier de la Faille went about Ten a Clock to the Town-Houfe ; and 
having conven’d the Magiftrates, prefented them a Letter from iheE leflor  
o f Bavaria, dated the Tw elfth  o f  M ay: T h e Subftance o f which was.

That hoping the Superiority o f the Duke o f  Burgundy^ Arms, would 
deliver mott o f the Cities o f Flanders from the Yoke o f the jilUes, he 

"  had thought proper, before his fetting out for the 'Rhine* to leave be- 
hind him his Orders, to teftify in that Cafe, to the M agiftracy of Ghent, 
and the Populace, the Satisfaftion he had received, in having always 

“  feen them well-aiFeded, and zealous for K ing Philip, even fince the 
Changes that had happen’d ; and to afTure them, that in cafe they fhould 

** return to their Obedience to the faid K ing, they fliould not only have 
“  all their Privileges confirmed, but even thĵ t others fliould be conferred 

on them according as fhould be judged proper for the Welfare o f  the 
P u b lick ; and to conclude, that his EleHoral Highnefs, as Governor- 
General o f  the Spa?iijh Netherlands, would grant both the City and Pro- 
vince a general Am nefly, for all that had been done fince the Battle o f  
Ramillies, and would confirm the Magiftracy o f Ghent in their Authority,

‘ ‘ for two Years.’’ After the Reading o f this Letter, the Magiftrates rea­
dily fubmitted, and performed the A fts ufual on fuch Occafions, infomuch, 
that by Noon, the Frcnch Government was perfectly re-eftablifhed.

T h i s  done, the Marquis de Grimaldi bent all his Thoughts on reducing 
Caftle, wherein there was but a very weak Garrifon : Acj:ordingly, he tô urrcnder.

1 caufed
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caufed the Governor to be fummoned itnmediately to furrender. It was 
Monfieur de LabenCi Major o f Sir m iliarn Templet Englijh Regiment of 
Foot, who commanded therein, with about three Hundred Men : But as he 
expefted, either to be reinforced by Major-General Murray, or relieved by 
the Approach o f the Confederate'Army, he refufed at firft to furrender, and 
anfwer’d. That he would defend himfelf to the laji Extremity : Accordingly he 
fired fome Cannon upon the Enem y, who, thereupon, began to raife lome 
Batteries. In the Afternoon, Count bergeyck, Minifter o f Spain, hc\r\g arrived 
With*a ffreat Number o f French  ̂ they again fummoned the Governor, and 
fent to him a Deputation from the M agiitracy, to reprefent to him ho\r 
Things ftood, and exhort him to furrender. Upon this. Major de Labene 
held a Confultation with the Officers under him ; wherein, having confidered 
that Major-General Murray had been difappointed in his Attem pt to throw 
a Reinforcement into the P la ce ; how ftrong the Enemy were, and how 
weak the Garrifon, confifting, bcfides, o f  new Recruits, and fickJy M e n ; 
with a large old Breach unrepaired j the M oat’s being fordable in that 
P la ce ; the Cannon being, in a Manner, ufelefs, for want o f NecefTaries 
thereunto belonging, and through the Abfence o f the Store-Keepers and 
Gunners; the vaft Number o f W omen and Children therein, amount­
ing to upwards o f nine Hundred, and the Scarcity o f P iovifions; they 
thought it proper to accept o f the honourable Terms which were offered 
them” j which, however, were to be void, in cafe the Garrifon fhould be 
relieved by the E igh th ; rightly judging, that i f  they received no R elief 
by then, they could not reafonaWy expeft any at all. T h e Terms gramed 
them were. T hat the Governor fhould be conduced b y  W ater to Sas 'von 
Ghent, with all his Garrifon, Arm s, and Baggage, three Pieces o f Cai^on. 
and three Charges for the fame. This Capitulation was executed the T ^ t h  
in the Morning, M r. fays the Eighth. , , r

T h e  fame Day that the Marquis de Grimaldi appeared before Ghent, the 
Count de la Motte marched to Bruges, at the Head o f a ftrong Detachment. 
A s foon as he came before it, he fummoned it to furrender, but promiled 
the Burghers a Confirjnation o f their Privileges, and a general Amncfty for 
what was p a ft; at the fame Tim e, he gave them Notice, that Ghent was 
taken^ Hereupon, the Magiftrates feeing themfelves defencelcfs, and with­
out a^arrifon, asked Leave to fend to Ghent, to knc»/ whether it was true, 
that the Magiftracy o f that C ity  had made their SubmiiTion; which being 
rranted them, and the Meffenger being returned, they capitulated about 
N oon, after the Count de la Motte*hzd fired only three Pjeces o f Cannon. 
Mr. Lediard fays, “  There was indeed a Sort o f Capitulation agreed upon, 

in which the Sieur Briel) Receiver o f the Contributions, and Monfieur 
Volmar, his Comptroller, were included ; but it appeared, by every Cir-  ̂
cumftance, that this was a Form only, and that the Articles had been*

** long before agreed on.”  , . •
T h i s  done, the Count de la Motte marched immediately to Damme, 

hoping to meet with the fame Succefs there; but as this Place was both 
I, fortify’d, and g a r r i f o n ’ d ,  the Governor opened the Sluices, and laid the whole 

Country under W ater, which obliged the Enemy to retire* From thence 
he went on to Plajfendahl-, a little Fort on the Canal, which leads from 
Bruges to OJlmd', and which fecures the Communication between thofe two 
Places. He fummoned the Officer who commanded therein; and, on his 
Refufal to furrender, ordered it to be attack’d, and took it. Sword in

^ T u j o R - G e n e r a l  Murray, having found it impolTible to reinforce the 
Garrifon of the Caftle o f Ghent, as we before obferved, retired to Sas von 
Ghent ; where he met t"he Deputies of the States-Goicral, for the Affairs 
of Flanders, and concerted, with them, the neceffary Meafures for 
their Frontiers in a Pofture o f Defence, and fecunng thofe Polls which 
were not expofed. The Governor o f the Sas had, before, rein forced  the 
Garrifon of the Red-Houfe -with fifty Men, and the Deputies counterm anded 
the Regiment^of Eber/cld£ which were marching to Elk-eh,\ A s fo r^ ajo r-
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General Murray, he pofted his Troops under the Cannon o f Fort Leopold; 
but, the next M orning, he received Orders from the Duke o f Marlborough, 
to march, and endeavour to join Major-General Bothmar, who, as we belore 
pbferved, had been detached from the Grand A rm y, with throe Regiments 
o f Dragoons, and one o f Horfe. Accordingly he paffed the Canal, but re­
ceiving Advice from Monfieur Bothmar, that the Junftion was im pradi- 
cable, he returned, the Seventh, to his former Poft. In the mean W hile, 
the Deputies of the again reinforced the Garrifon o f the Recl-Houfe
with a Hundred M en, and^furni(h*d them with a fufficient Quj-intity of Am* 
munition and Provifion. Tw o Hundred Dragoons, o f the Regim ent d'yJu- 
digni, were likewife detach’d, to fecure the Lines o f B erv lin ; and forty 
were fent to Hulji \ befides which, all the Troops which were in Uluyŝ  
marched to Damme, excepting fifty Men.

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough was too fenfiBle o f what Importance it would 
be, to recover Ghent and Bruges, not to be thoughtful o f the fpeedieft M e­
thods to effeft it j and as none feem’d to him fo likely to conduce thereto, 
as to force the Enemy to a Battle, the gaining o f  which muft, o f courfe, be 
attended with the R ecovery o f thofe Places, he concerted all poflible Mea- 
fures to that End.

W e  before obferved, that the French paHed the Semes between Halle 
Cambeck, and Tubize j and that the Duke o f Marlborough followed hard af­
ter them, and came to jinderlech: W e fliould have added, that, his Rigt^t 
was at the M ill o f  Tomberg, which was within a League o f the M ill o f  
Goicke, where the French had paiTed on-the Fifth. But as ttic Enemy came 
late into their Camp, and had made a very long March, through difficult
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4-Ways# it. was not thought pradticable to attack them that N ight.
However, the greateft Part of the Horfe and Foot having been brought to 
ihQ Right, during the N igh t, in order to engage the Enemy, tht* whole 
Arm y was formed, next Morning early, being the Sixth, in Order o f Battle.
But their Def^n was fruftrated by the French, who were taken up the whole 
N ight in pafTing the Dendcr, with all poilible Expedition, through the The Enemy 
Town o f NinovCf and over feveral Bridges, built for that Purpofe, near that in the 
Place : Infomuch, that the Detachment, fent to attack' their Rear Guard, 
came too late to find any Thing but iheir fmall Baggage, which was at­
tended by a ftrong Efcorte. Thefe were foon defeated, and put to F ligh t, 
by Major-General Schuylemburgh, and Sir Richard ‘Temple, with ten Scjua- 
drons, and five Battalions, fupported by* Major-General deVeyne, with ten 
Squadrons more, and they took a great Deal o f  Baggage : For the Enem y 
had paffed the R iver with fo much Precipitation, that they had fUnk their 
Boats, which occafioned the leaving a conliderable Part o f the Baggage on 
tihe hither S id e; Part whereof belonged to the Duke o f Burgundy, which 
was plundered by the Soldiers, who alfo took above three Hundred Pri-- 
foners.

T h e  Confederate A rm y incamped the fame N igh t at ^fche, where Prince Prince Eu- 
Eugene o f Savoy, having made a quick March from the Mofelle, and left 
his Cavalry at Maejlricht, arrived that Evening, with Major-General (7̂ ?- 
dogan, wrhom the Duke o f Marlborough had fent to attend him ; his H igh- my. ‘  
nefs refolving to be prefent, as foon as poflible, at whatever A£tion might 
happen, even though his Troops fhould not come up in Tim e. T he A r ­
rival o f  his Highnefs, and the Approach o f his Troops, not only revived 
the Spirits o f  the Soldiers, but was very acceptable to the Generals them- 
lelves, after the ungrateful New's, they had received that very D ay, o f the 
Frcnch having fur prized Ghent, and taken Bruges.

F r o m  the very Moment Prince Eugene and the Duke o f  Marlborough 
met, they afted with fuch Unanimity, as i f  but one Soul had informed both 
their Bodies. T h e next Day, a Council o f  W ar w'as held, wherein it was 
refolved to regulate the March o f  the Army,accorUing to the Motions o f the 
Enemy ; whereupon. Pioneers were fent out on every Side, to make W ays.
The Refolution the Duke o f  Marlborough had befOTe taken, 01 bringing the 
Enemy, if  poffible, to an Engagernent, was now Iconfirmed again; and fo
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eager were the Generals for it, that it was determined, i f  a fair Oppor­
tunity offered, not to wait for the A rrival o f the Imperial Troops. In the 
Afternoon, Prince Eugene went to Br^els, to pay a V ifit to his Mother, the 
Countefs o f Soifjons ; and the next D ay, the Duke o f Marlborough being 
pretty much indifpofed> and feverilh, the Orders were given out at Mon- 
fieur cVAuvcrqucrque\ Quarters; and according to thefe Orders, four Bat­
talions marched, to reinforce the Garrifon o f Brujfeh, and eight Battalions, 
under the Direction o f Major-General CadogaUt were commanded to make 
the Ways.

T h e  E n e -  Advantage, though great for the Prefent, the Enemy had in fuî -
zin *Ghfnt' Ghent, proved afterwards the Occafion o f a much greater Lofs to
provesaT)iV-themfclves; and the Governor o f the Caftle, nor delivering it till the 
ad van tag e  to  Tenth o f July, had this good E ffed , that it arnufed the Enemy two or 
th c in  in the  tj^roe Days in their Cam p, from above Aloft to Schillebile-, on the Scheld.

'J'his Delay was o f moft fatal Confequence to them ; for the French Generals 
receiving intelligence, that Prince Eugene was bringing a Reinforcement of 
about thirty Thoufand M en, with all Expedition, from Germany to Bra­
bant j refolved upon retiring towards their Lines, and ftrong Towns, be­
fore thejunftion o f the Con/edcrate Troo^i. T h ey  fondly imagined, that 
as they were themfelves to be reinforced with a good Body ot Troops, 
which were coming from y4lface, under the Command o f the Duke ot Bcr- 
wfck, they should afterwards be a full Match for the Confederates and, at 
lealt, fhould be able to preferve the Conquefts they had lately made, with 
fo much Eafc : But, unfortunately for them, their Forces, under the Duke 
o f Berwick, happened not to march with fo much Speed as the Germans, 
who were remarkably expeditious on this Occafion, contrary to their .ufual 
Cuftom. T h e French were alfo fo elate with their late Succefs, though it 
was w holly owing to Treachery, it being a T h in g  which, for fome Tim e, 
they had oeen altogether unacquainted with, to fancy they might either 
furprize, or reduce Oudenarde, the only Pafs the Allies had left on the 
Scheld, fincc the Enemy had treacheroufly got Poffeflion o f Ghent, before 

They invcft the Confederates could poflibly be in a Readinefs to prevent it. T o  this 
Oudenarde. g^id, the Count de Chcmerault, having broken down all the Bridges upon 

the Scheld, and ftruck a Terror into all the lefler Places, they caufed that 
Town to be invefted the Ninth o f July, early in the M orning, and in­
tended to have taken PolTeffion o f the advantageous Camp o f Lejjines.

M o n s i e u r  de Sigterman, who cbmmanded in Oudenarde, fearing the In­
habitants m ight be treacherous, as it was ftronglv fufpefted they had been 
in other Places, immediately called a Council or W ar, to confider o f the 
proper Means how to keep them within the Limits o f  their D uty, i f  they 
/hould be otherwifc inclined. It was there refolved to defend the Town to* 
fhe laft E x t r e m i t y  j and to declare to the Inhabitants, that it was hoped 
they would contribute all that lay in their Power to that E n d ; but, that if 
they offered to make the leaft Attem pt towards lurrendering the Place, 
they would fet Fire to the four Corners o f it, and reduce it to a Heap of 
Afti.es: Hereupon, the Townfmen made all poflible Proteftations o f their 
F id elity , and aflifted the Governor in putting the Place in a good Pofture 
o f Dcfence.

An extra- A b o u T  the fame T im e, the Duke o f  Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, 
Ma"rhofthe either Information, or Sufpicion o f the Enem y’s Defign, order'd Bri-
Confederate gadier to throw himlelf into Oudenarde., with feven Hundred Men,
Army. detach’d from y4eth, Courtray, and Menin, inv\d JVdlef’s Dragoons, which was 

performed accordingly. This proved a great Difappointment to the Ene­
my ; for i f  they could have fecured this Pl.ace, they would have cut off the 
Communication o f the Allies, both with Menin and Courtray.

T h e  fame D ay, the Confederate Arm y march’d, in four Columns, to the
/-f/i", all the Horfe o f the'’ Right W ing in one Column, on the Right \ and
all the Cavalry o f the Lejt W ing, in another Column on the L e ft ; the Foot
o f  both Lines marching two Columns in the Centre: T h e  Earl ot Alhe-
murle was left, with all t ie  Grenadiers o f the A rm y , and t h i r t y  Squadrons,

to
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to make the Rear-Guard, in cafe the Enemy fhould have ofFercd to advance 
towards Btujfe/s. I 'h e  W ays being in good Repair, the whole A rm y 
inarched in 'e x a ft  Order, though with the greateit Expedition, the Head 
being pufs’d Her/dingcny above five Leagues from jlfchc, before Eleven in 
Morning, and the Lines perfedly clofed up, without any llraggling, or any 
Thing’s being left behind.

T h e  Duke o f had given Orders for the A rm y to pitch their T h e

Tents, juft in their March, about Her/clingcn, fronting towards the Enemy j pofle/H
who, being far from imagining that the Confederate A rm y could polTibly 
make fo Iw iftaM arch , did not beat; the General till Three in the After-at 
noon, thinking themfelves fecure o f the Camp o f LeJJitics, in order to co­
ver the Siege o f Oudenarde, for which they had their A rtillery ready at 
Tournay. Prince Eugene, having rejoined the A rm y at Hcrfclingen, the 
Duke o f Marlborough detach’d Major-General Ca^ogan, about Four in the 
Afternoon, with eighty Squadrons, and as mauy Battalions, to take Poflef- 
fion o f the Camp o f LeJJtnes: Accordingly, eight Hundred M en, o f this 
Detachment, entered that Town about M id n ight; and the R eft, having 
pafTed through, at Four in the Morning, pofted themfelves on the hither 
Side the Dender^ On the other Hand, the 'Tat-too, which was the Signal 
for ftriking the Tents, being beat at Seven, the Evening before, in the 
Camp at Herfeling'en, the whole A rm y marched immediately i and moving 
on all Night, began, on the Tenth, about Eleven at Night, to pafs the 
Dender, over the Bridges laid there by Major-General Cadogan, and pur- 
fued their March to the Camp o f Lejfines, on the other Side 5 the chief 
Strength whereof confifts in the Rivulet, which falls into the Dender be* 
low it.o Hereupon, the Enemy» perceiving themfelves difappointed o f this 
Camp, left their Rout towards it, wherein they had marched for fcveraV 
Hours, and dire£l:ed their Steps towards Gaveren, in order to pafs the 
there.

O n the Eleventhj in the Morning, upon Intelligence that the Enemy 
had quitted Oudenardcy and were purfued by Brigadier Chanclos, with M'aky’s 
Dragoons, Major-General Cadogan was fent before with fixteen Battalions, 
and eight Squadrons, to make the W ays and Bridges at Oudenarde. T he The Confe- 
A rm y began to follow about EjVht a-Clock, by the Left, in four Columns, cn- 
as they had encamped. And after the News came, that the Enerrty were brine*The° 
ftij’l paffing at Gaveren, the Duke o f Marlborojt^h, and Prince re -Enemy to an

folved to endeavour to bring them to an.Engagement, i f  poilible- In or- Engagement 

der to this, the Arm y continued their March with fuch extraordinary Speed, 
and Diligence, that by T w o in the Afternogn, the Head was at the 
Bridges, over which M a j o r - G e n e r a l f i x t e e n  Battalions were theft 
paffing.

I n  the mean W hile, Major-General Rantzau, with eight Squadrons, and 
the Quarter-Mafters, being pofted on an Eminence, behind a narrow, but 
marfhy R ivu let, which runs into the Scheld, perceived a great many Frcnch 
Squadrons 4 rawn up on the Plain, on the other Side o f the R ivu let} and 
the March of the French A rm y being directed towards the Right, they had 
thrown feven Battalions into the V illage o f Heurne, (M r. Lediard fiys Hey- 
ntm) through which the H ighway lies along the Scheld. By thefe Ap^ 
pearanccs, they could not judge, with any Certainty, whether the true De­
sign o f the Enemy was to oppofe the Confederates PalTage over the Scheld, 
or to gain their own Lines between L ijle  and Tournayy wttich they m ight 
rcafonably have thought they fhould have had Tim e enough to have done.
For they could hardly fuppofe, that fuch a vaft A rm y could march five 
Leagues, iti a very clofe Country, have their Wa} s made, pafs a large R i- 
''t-'r, and come up with, and attack and defeat them, and that all within the 
Compafs o f twenty-four Hours.

VVe have now followed the Confederates in thetr March to the Schcld, in 
Î'der to force the Enemy to an Engagement, we fliould likewife give our 

Readers an Account o f the famous Battle o f  O u ^ a rd e, that  ̂immediately 
^nfu’d j ’ but that they w ill find an accurate Defcrip^ion thereof by Monfieur

Dumont,
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Dumontt in P a r t  I. Page 89.. and we would w illingly avoid’ tiring th en i, 
with R epetitions: W herefore we A a ll only take Notice of fuch Particulars, 
as are not mentioned by that Gentleman, ory at leaft, which are mentioned 
very curforily.

A  Dcfcr p- Oudcfiarde, from whence this famous Battle and V iftory  has Its Name, 
tionof the jg  ̂ ygry ftrong Tow n o f the Low-Countries, in the Earldom o f

the Metropolis o f  the territo ry  o f  Oudenarde, ,and a Biflioprick 
‘  ' under the Archbifhop of Cambray: T he 'I’ownfmen alfo Carry on a con-

fidcrable Trade, and are famous for a Manufafture of T apellry. It Ibnds 
on the River Scheld, thirteen M iles South o f Ghent, as many North-Tf'^ejl o f 
Jicth, t h i r t y - f i x o f  BruJJels, and thirty-feven almoft o f  Mans.

Mifconduft I t  would have been an eafy M atter for the French, either to cut have off the 
o f the Ene- Detachment o f the A llits, which had advanced and laid Bridges over the 

or, at leaft, to have deftroyed thofe Bridges, before the whole Con- 
oldtnarl\ federate A rm y could have come u p } and then, i f  they had fupported their 

Left at Heiirm, pofted their Horfe behind the Cattle o f Beveren, towards 
the M ill o f  Oycke, and placed their Centre on the Rifing Ground b&j^ween 
IVertigem and Heynem, they would undoubtedly have had all the Advantage 
the moll; difficult Ground could have given them, and perhaps it might have 
been in their own Choice, whether they would have engaged in a general 
Adilion, or not. But the Dukes o f  Burgundy and Vendojme, who had been 
at Variance for fome Days before, what Courfe they fhould take, ftill dif­
fered in their Opinions, which put them both ftrangely to a Nonplus, what 
Mcafures they mould refolve ^ipon, and what Difpoficion to make. This 
Irrefolution lafted till Three in the Afternoon, whert moft o f the young 
Commanders in the French A rm y, having more Fire than Prudence, Jn or­
der to make their Court to the Duke o f  Burgundy, declared loudly for an 
Engagement, which, in a great Meafure, determined the Duke o i  Burgundy  ̂
and the Dul^e o f Fendofme was obliged to fubmit.

The Enemy M a j o r - G e n e r a l  Grimaldi, therefore, was ordered by the Duke of 
picpare to Burgundy, to begin the Attack on the Right, with the Horie o f  the King^s 
Jck" but f̂c diflodge Major-General Rantzau, from the Eminence on
difcoWaged. which he was pofted: But when they came to the R ivulet, and found it 

marfhy, they were difcouraged from attempting the Paffage, and returned 
towards their own though they had twelve Thoufand M en more than

Confederates, befides feveral other Advantages. This A ttack was difap- 
proved of ^  the Duke o f Vendofm ; who, them ore, fent Monfieur Jennet, 
his A id  de Camp, to the Left, with Orders to them to attack the Allies on 
that Side; but this was countermanded by the Duke o f Burgmdy, upon Infor- 
nfation, as it was faid, that there was an unpaffable Morafs in their W a y ; 
the Duke of Fendofme, however, had pafled it but an H our before, wiclf 
the Count d ’Evreux. T h e Marquis de ^ in cy , to clear the Duke o f Bur­
gundy from the Imputation o f this M ilcarriage, pretends, that Monfieur 
Jennet was k ill ’d, in goin" from the Right to the L eft  o f  their A r m y ; and 
that, therefore, the Duke de FendoJme‘'% Orders not being delivered, could not 
be executed, which (continues he) gave the Allies a great Advantage;, and 
■Undoubtedly it did fo.

H o w e v e r  it was, the Enem y were totally defeated; and nothing but 
N ig h t coming on, put an End to the Slaughter, and faved the fliattercd Re­
mains o f their A rm y, which were otherwife in Danger o f fufFering as great 
a Lofs, as at the*Battle o f HochJiet\ for the Fire was direfted fo many ieve- 
ral W ays at once, that when it grew darkifh, it was impolTible to diftin- 
guilh Frfends from Enem ies; this made the Confederate Generals fend pofi- 
tive Orders to give over firing, chufing rather to let the routed Enemy 
cfcape, than to venture the putting themfelves into Diforder. But had 
there been but two Hours more D ay-light, their whole Body o f  Foot, and 
their Right W ing o f  H orfi, muft, in all Probability, have been entirely cut 
off, they beina lurrounded almoft on every Side.

D u r i n g  this whole memorable A£lion, the Duke o f Marlborough, and
Prince Kugme^ iffued ou^their Orders, w ith fuch a Serenity> of M ind, and

fo
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fo excellent a Judgment:, as feem’d peculiar to thofe two Heroes o f  the Juft Enco- 
A g e . T h e y  .expoled their Perfons to the greateft Danger, when Neceflity fniums of 
required it, and yet had both the good Fortune to come off unhurt. N or 
did the Electorai rrince o f Hanover, now our rrioft Gracious Soverei£Vn, come rJ$. 
far ftiort o f tljeir G lory, confidering his Youth. A t the Head o f his Fa­
ther’s Cavalry, .he charged the celebrated Troops o f th(J Frcnch K ing’s 
Houjhold, and bore down all who oppofed him in his Career o f Glory.
Next lo  him, Hijiory muft ju ltly  commemorate the Praife o f the young 
Prince o f Najfau-Friezland, Father to the Prince o f OrafigCy now fo nearly 
a lly ’d to the Crown of Great Britain^ by his Marriage with our Illuftrious 
Princefs ^nnc, who diftinguifhed him felf equally by his martial Ardour, 
and his Conduft. T h e  brave Veldt'^Marftial d'Juverqucrque alfo, though 
worn out with the Fatigues o f above thirty Campaigns^ and in a languifh- 
ing Condition, exerted his expiring V ig o u r} and was on Horfe-back, at the 
Head of his Troops, in the hotteft o f  the Fire. Count Tilly  ̂ likewife,. and 
the Prince oi^JVirtemherg, with the Lieutenant-Generals Rantzau and Nutz- 
mar, as alfo the Major-Generals Webh and Cadogan, and Brigadier Sabine, , 
fignalized themfclves h ig h ly : In fhortj all the Generals and Officers ani­
mated the Soldiers, every-where, by their own brave Examples.*

T h e  different Troops, o f  Confederate Avmy^cor\(\^ed, fought
with fuch unpaTallePd Gallantry, and fuch a generous Emulation o f each ' 
other, that it was difficult to determine which deferved the greateft Ap- 
plaufe: Y e t it was obferved, that the PruJJiaa Gens d'Armes fignalized 
themfelves highly, in feveral vigorous Charges which they rriade, and 
fuftained, againft the French C avalry, wherein they loft near half their 
Number.

I f  we may believe'fom e of the W riters, the Dukes o f Bnrgundy
and Berry, together with the Pretender, had a great Share in this Battle ; bUc 
i f  the Dutch Accounts are to be credited, however the firft might behave 
himfelf, the two laft only beheld the Engagement, from the Steeple o f an 
adjacent V jllage; and confultcd betimes for theia- Safety, by a.fpeedy R e­
treat. A s for the Generals o f the Enem y’s A rm y, indifputably they com­
mitted feveral egregious Faults, as has been fhewn in the firft Part, both 
before and during the A6lion, whether for want o f Unanimity, or Judgment, 
w e  lhall not precend to determine i but for their Troops, it muft oe ac-T*’® 
knowledged, that the Generality o f them fought better at this Tim e, than  ̂ *
they had upon any other Occafion, in the late W ar, except at Malplaquet. ' M

1 'h e  F) ench endeavoured to extenuate their Defeat, by their piartial Rela- The FrencB 
tions o f their Lofs, and would fain have "made this pafs for a drawn ^^ttle ; 
for which they had only this poor Pretence, that they had faved their Bag- 
gage. This they m ight w ell do, fince they had left it behind them, as Bartir; but 
they did, likewife, their A rtillery , having only had four or five light!*’®
Pieces with them, during the whole A ftion , no more than the A llies , info- ŷ 'on'ihe**" 
much, that the Battle was fought, in a manner, without Cannon, on both side of the 
Sides. But then, the Confederates entire Mafters of the Field o f
Battle, on which they ftaid two Days, with ux or feven Hundred o f the Ene- ^
my’s Officers, and at leaft fixThoufand, fome Atcounts fay feven Thoufand, 
private Soldiers that were made Prifoners, together with ten Kettle-Drums, 
and above one Hundred Standards and Colours taken; were all indifputable 
Proofs, that the V iftory was on the Side o f the y4lHes.

T h e  Enem y retired, by the Favour o f the N ight, by the Road which 
leads through the V illage o f Huyfe, from Gudenarde to Ghent, whilft the 
Confederates continued under Arm s, in hopes o f renewing the Engagement 
the next D ay : In the mean w hile, they waited for the Light with the vit- 
moft Impatience, that they m ight inforjp themfelves truly how far their 
ViQor)' extended, which they were hindered fronj knowing, through the 
Darknefs o f  the N ight. N ot fo the Enemy, who had fled to Ghent with 
fuch Fear, and Precipitation, General Officers, and others, as w ell as com­
mon Soldiers, that they hardly thought themfelVes fafe, even when within 
the W alls. In Effeft, it was w ell they did fo, foi: as foon as it  was light,!

N um b. X X V L  4  E  \   ̂ th « . •
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the Duke o f Marlborough ordered forty Squadrons, from the Right, under 
the Command o f the Generals Bulau and Lumley, together with a confiderable 
Body o f Foot, to purfue them, and attack their Rcar-Guard. I  his they 
did with great Vigour^ and would have infallibly routed them, and cut 
them In Pieces, had not the Duke o f Fendofme (the only French General, 
except the Count Evreu'x, who retained any Courage, or rrefence o f Mind) 
oofted feveral Companies o f  Frcnch Grenadiers very advantageoufly, to 
ine the Hedges and Ditches o f the only H ighway that led to Ghent-, info- 

much, that there was no Place for the CoJifederate C a v a lij  to form them- 
felves, the Sides o f the Roads not being paffable, and io  many o f them 
were k ill’d ; particularly Penti's R egim ent were great Sufferers, being 
mo ft o f them cut off. On this Occafion, feveral o f the Grenadiers, com­
manded by Major Irwin, were killed or wounded, and General Meredith 
was.likeivife flightly wounded; but the Enemy, on their Side, were much 
greater Sufferers, tnough Monfieur Dumont fays the Purfuers  ̂ did them no 
great Harm : For the 'Regiment o f Rishorng, who were the laft that ftood 
their Ground, were entirely deftroy’d, and two whole Conjpanics o f them 
made Prifotiers; Brigadier Pouricnne alfo, who commanded the laft Brigade, 
was taken, with divers other Officers, which more than made amends for 
the Lofs fuffered by Pents^s Regiment. In ftiort, the drove the Ene­
m y’s Rcar-Guard before them, to within two Leagues o f  Ghent \ but as 
there was but one Road, and no Place for the Horfe to draw np in Batallia, 
(as we obferved before) it was not thought advifeable to puruie them any 
farther, the fhatter’d Remains o f their A rm y being retreated under the 
Cannon o f Ghent,

W e  hto’e given an Account, in the Grofs, o f  the Lofs on the Allies 
in the P a rt: W e Ihall give our Readers below an exa£t Lillu drawn 
up by Order o f the States; in the mean W hile, we fhall only premife, 
that the Lofs on the Side o f the Confederates was abundantly made up, by 
Deferters, and Prifoners, Germans, Switzers, and Savoyards, who inlifted 
voluntarily into the Service of the M ie s. 1  he French endeavoured to con­
ceal their Lofs, with all pollible Induftry ; but that it was infinitely greatef 
than that o f the jellies is evident, both by all Accounts, and from Feveral 
Pieces we fliall immediately fubjoin, and to which we fliall refer our Rea­
ders for the Particulars.
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j4n exafi L ij i  o f  all the Killed and U^ounded, on the Side o f  the A llies, at the
B attk o f  Oudenarde.
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iV. B. Monfieur DumontitefeTs to this L ift in the Firft Part, Page 96, but is 
miftaken in the, SunritTgtal, which he makes but 765 killed, and 2010 
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T h  E Dukes o f Burgundy and Berry, together \ylth the Pretender, reach’d Ghent' 
by Five a Clock, next Morning after that memorable Battle, and aboutNine* 
the Duke dc Fcndofme, who brought up the Rear, arrived there alfo. A s 
they were very ajsprehenfive o f being purfued by the whole Cojifederate 
A rm y, the latter immediately commanded his fhattered Troops to march 
through Ghent, to Lovendeghcm, on the Canal, not above five M iles diftant 
from that C ity ; There, for their greater Security, they caft up Intrench- 
ments, and planted thereupon all their A rtillery which they had left at 
Gavcren, with their heavy Baggage. In this ftrong Camp they recovered, 
in fome Meafure, from the Terror and Confternation, into which they had 
been thrown by the late D efeat; but, as it ufually happens in Misfortunes, 
the former Differences add Animofities revived between their Generals> who

• laid the Blame o f their Mifcarriages upon each other j efpecially between 
the Dukes o f Burgundy and Fendofme, who, notwlthftanding the Interpofition 
o f  the Court, could never be perfedHy reconciled. ■

S e v e r a l  Medah were ftruck on Account o f this V iftory i at London, and Medals 

in Holland, whereof the io llo w in g  are the moft remarkable. ■
T h e  firft, which was ftruck in London, had on the Face the ^een'^s flon. 

Bujfo, with her T itle , as ufual. On the Revcrfe, was a monumental Pillar, 
on the T op  o f .which ftands ViBory, adorned with I'rophies o f the Standards 
and Colours o f Frajice, and at the Foot two Captives kneeling, with this In* 
fcription :

Gallis. ad. Aldenard. In Englijh, T h e  French vanquilh’d at Oadenardc.

In the Exergue, x x x  Junij. M .d c c .v ii i .  T h at is. On the ^oth o f  June i ^08.

In *H olland, the two following alfo appeared, at the fame Tim e. T h e  
firft reprefents the C ity  o f Oudenarde, on a Rifing Ground; and at the Foot 
o f  it, the French Cavalry retreating before Prince Eugenet with this Infcrip- 
tion :

 ̂Vandomus, in Flandria,_/?f«^ in Italia, viffus, viftorem agnofcit Eugenium*

In Englijh^

T h e Duke o f Fendofme, being overcome in Flandcrs,"^  ̂ well as in Italy, ac-*
knowledges Prince Eugene to be his Conqueror. 4

t

In the Exergue are the follow ing Words.:

Muhorum MilHum Gallorum  Cladcs ad Oudenardam, D ie  x i JuHji M d cciiX .

T h e Defeat o f many Thoufands of French at Oudenarde,

On the Reverfe, Prince Eugene and the Duke o f Marlborough arc reprefented 
on Horfe-back, under the Emblem o f Cafior and Pollux, each hiving a Star* 
over his Helm et, with this Infcription :

Salutarium Siderum Apparitio,
T hat is. The Jlppearance o f  the two aufpicious Stars.

This Emblem is apply’d in the Exergue, in the following W ords:

Eugenij ^  Marlborough feliy  ̂ ConjunHio.
T h at is, The happy Junction Eugene Marlborough*

T h e  fecond Medai reprefents our two Glorious Generals, each crown’d, 
by Ft^ory, with Laurel, and treading a vanquifli’d Enemy under his F eet, 
and congratulating one another thereupon, in thefe W ords:

Jufiitiaque Fatum D m ita s fic  pleEiere Gentes.
In Englijb^

This Is the Fate o f Nations overcome by the, Force o f ju% Arms.

 ̂ And in the Exergue :  ̂ Stragcs '
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Strages GiAloxxm props Aldenardam, i i  JuU ij 1708.

The Slaughter o f  the Trench near Oudenarde, July 1 1 , 1708.

On the Revcrfe, is ViBory winged, and pointing to a Pile o f  Trophies 
raifed o f the Spoil o f  the Enemy, with the following Diitich round it, 
and continued in the Exergue :

Ilorricla qua fuerant iftviHi fulmina M arti 
Vifioris quis nu?ic cjfe Trophaaputet ?

0

W ho would think that thefe Spoils, which were the Thunder o f  invincible 
Mar St ftiould now become the Trophies o f  his Conquerour?

N ext D ay after this glorious V iftory , the Duke o f Marlborough wrote 
the following Letter o f Congratulation to their H'\gh Mightinejj^s the States 
General  ̂ being then incamped upon the F ield  o f Battle.

H i g h  a n d  m i g h t y  L o r d s ,
Letter from j  jJq fe lf the Honour o f congratulating your High Mightinejfes^

6°°*^ Succefs, wherewith it  has pleafed G o d ,  to blefs the Anns 
to the sTfits "  o f  the High Allies. T h e  Lords the Deputies, and the Field-M arflial, 
General. w ill make known to your High Mightinejjes a ll the Particulars, whereof 

** we are informed at prefcnt. T h e  Purfuit o f  the Enemy not being yet 
** over, we cannot give an exaft Lift o f  the Prifoners, whofe Num ber is 

very great, nor o f  the Lofs bn our Side. I am, with real AfFeftion and 
** R elpeft, ,

Tour H i g h  M i g h t i n e s s e s ,

From the Camp Very Humble, and
at Oudenarde, Very Obedient Servdnt^
July I a, 1708, ih e  Prince and Duke o f  Marlborough,

T o  this, within two Days, the States Gefieral wrote the following Anfwer.

% S I R ,   ̂ Hague, Ju ly , 14, 1708.
Their A n -  »c 'pjjg compleat V iftory obtained near Oudenarde, by the High j l̂liesy 

under your Highnefs’s brave and prudent Conduft, hai filled Us with Joy. 
ViElory, which is always ufed to attend upon you, has not failed to accom- 

“  pany you upon this great Occafion, and has placed new Laurels upon 
your Head, which w ill be no lefs bright than the former. W e blefs G o d  

from the Bottom o f our Hearts, for jo fignal and happy Succefs, and hopes 
through his M ercy, and AlTiftance, that the fame will be attended with 
advantageous Confequences. W e thank your Highnefs for having commu- 
nicated the fame to Us, in your Letter o f the 19th Inftant, Our Deputies, 
and our Veldt Marftial have acquainted Us with the Circumftances thereof, 

** and it is with a nioft particular Satisfaftion, that we congratulate you on 
the frefh G lory you have acquired, on that memorable D ay, which adds 
to the Pleafure we receive from the ViBory itfelf. W e pray God to blefs 
more and more, a ll your Defigns, and are, and al)vays w ill be, with the 
greateft Efteem and Sincerity. Csfc.”

W e  fliall next infert the Letter o f the Field Deputies to the States-Geynrah 
with that o f Veldt-Marftial D '‘Averquerque to the Lord Regifter Fagcl  ̂both 
as they contain feveral curious Particulars, relating to the Battle, not men­
tioned before, and as the Letter gives a glorious Teftim ony, o f the great 
Bravery, swid prudent Conduft o f  our EngJiJh Hero.

I

‘  , • H i g h
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H i g h  a n d  m i g h t y  L o r d s ,  Oudcnarde, July 12, 1708.
** B y Reafon o f the ftiortnefs o f the T im e we could only let your High Letter of 
Mightincjfes know Yeltcrday, that we engaged the Enemy about Four in 

*» the Afternoon ; wherefore we now do ourielves the Honour, o f ftnding 
*» you this farther A d v ic e : That, our A rm y, having march’d on Sundtiy General. 

Night from took the Rout o f in order to pafs the Den-
der at that Place, without Oppofition from the Enem y, o f whom we had 

♦» got the Start, by a fudden and halty March. Arriving there on Tuefdiiy 
“  Evening, we had Intelligence that the Enemy vvere marched from Jlloji 

towards Gavcretiy where they had caufed Bridges to be laid, in order to 
pafs the Scheld ; this made us believe they defigned to poll thcmfelves up­
on the rifing Grounds o f Oudcnarde, and prevent our palling that R iver:

“  W herefore, though our A rm y were very much fatigued, by the forego- 
ing March, yet we refolved to proceed on our March Yefterday, and if  
pollible, to be beforehand with the Enemy we detached therefore, Sisftecn ,

“  Battalions in the N ight, to take poft on the other Side the Schcld, near 
“  Oudcnarde, and to lay the Bridges necefTary for our Paffiige. Yefter- 

day Morning, about Nine, we received Advice that the Enemy had 
pafled the Schcld., and were marching towards Oudcnarde : This made 
us haften our March, as much as .poflible, for fear our Dctachmcnt.

** which was fent over, fhould be defeated, and ourfelves prevented 
in our Defign o f palling the Scheld. By that Tim e the Enemy were 

“  come near Oudcnarde, they faw we had already taken port over the 
“  -Scheld, which made them refolve to ftrike off to the R ig h t; but 
“  to cover their March againft ours, they thought fit to throw Troops into 

the Hedges, and into a V illage upon the below .it’. About
** Three in the Afternoon, as foon as our Foot came up, it was judged ad- 

vifable to attack the V illage, and thereby oblige the Enemy to go no 
“  farther, but Hop their March. T h is  A ttack was made with lo much V'̂ i- 
“  gour and Succefs, that the Enemy were immediately driven out o f the 
“  V illage j our Men Tallying upon*them with their Bayonets in the M uzzle 
“  o f their Muskets, without firing a Piece; infomuch that they prefently 

threw down their Arm s, and a whole Brigade, together with a Brigadier,
“  furrendered Prifoners. The few Horfe that had paffed with the Dctach-

ment, attacked likewife the Frcnch Squadrons, ported behind the V illage ; ^
and that" with fo much Succefs, that they were put into Diforder, and 

“  forced to retire, our Men taking from, them eight or ten Standards, and •
“  fome Horfes. Hereupon, the Enemy were obliged to face about to ^
“  us, and form themfelves, about Four a Clock, when moft o f our Infantry 
“  being got over and drawn up, the general Engagement, began firrt on the
V R ig^ tW  'ing, and then on the Lc/t. T h e  Struggle was properly between 
"  the Foot, and was pretty obftirate ; but our M en rtill gained Ground,
"  and drove the Enemy from one Hedge to another, till N ight put an End 
“  to the Combat. I he Horfe, who could not aft, by reafon ot the inclo- 
"  fed Ground, were detach’d to the Right and Le/'t W ings, and advanced 

fo far, that they attacked the Enemy in Flank and Rear, which when they 
'■* perceived, they fell, in the N ight, in the utmoft Confufion. Part o f  
“  them retired,with their Baggageand A rtillery , towards Ghent,zx\dDcynfe ;

. another Part towards the Road o f Courtray \ and according to Computation,
“  Six or feven Thoufand furrendered themfelves Prifoners, with Three or 
“  four Hundred Officers at their Head ; amongft whom are feveral Dukes, and 
“  General Officers: Had not the N ight come to their Refcue, we believe they 
“  would have faved very little o f their Arm y. W e congratulate therefore 
“  your High Mightitiejjes, upon this compleat V ifto ry , which G uD  A l -  
“  MiGHTV has fo gracioufly vouchfafed us ; and which gives us anOpportu- 
"  nity, with this vidorious A rm y, and that o f Prince E u g e n e , who was 
"  prcfent at the A ftion, to extend our Fronti^;rs farther, and bring the 
“  Enemy to Reafon. Each General madefo good a Difpofition, and every 

Regiment attacked the Enemy fo w ell, and 'with fo much Intrepidity,
( “  that it was impoflible for any one o f them, to ^iftinguilh themfelves in if *
^ ^ F  > “  par*

D u k e  o f  M A R L B O R O U G H ,  (See. 353



** particular Manner. Our Lofs, G o d  be thanked, is fo fmall, that there 
is not one Regiment, as we know of, which is not in a Condition to ferve 
out the reft o f  the Campaign : Am onoft the Horfe, our Lofs is nothing 

*• at all ; N or do we yet know i f  we have loft one Head Officer o f  the States 
W ith  which,

HySH AND MIGHTY LoRDs,
Signed,

Ferdinand van LolUn.
G. van RoJJumj tot Hadcn-Broock.
S, van Gojlinga.
Count de Rechtcren.
B . van JVelvcld.
Adt ian van Borfclen tot Geldermalfcn,

♦* P . S. W e thought, confidering the Importance o f this Affair, we 
“  fhould not do amifs in fending this to your High Mightincffes, by 

on© o f our Head Officers, Cod’, who may have the Honour o f 
informing your High Mightinejfes o f  more Particulars.

M r  L o r d ,
Monf. yfu. ** On Monday laft, at Seven a Clock, we broke up with the A rm y (as I 
vtrquerque\ « havc already had the Honour to acquaint your Lordlhip) from Hcr/eiin- 
L^rdRcf^** nevLT Enghien. W e marched the whole N ight, and the next Day 
ttll Fagfl' ”  paffed the Decider, at and above towards Oudenarde, where we

arrived a^outNoon. W e had received Intelligence, that the Enemy had 
broken up on Tuefday from the Neighbourhood o f Aloji, and were en- 
camped at Gavercn, and that they paffed tlie Ycfterday, At that

“  P la ce ; which indeed, we found true, perceiving, upon our A rrival at 
Oudcnarde, the Enemy upon a full March towards Tout nay. Hereupon, 

** we laid the Bridges over the Scheld, in their very Sight, and our 'I'roops 
** paffed the River with an unfpeakable^peed and Courage. A b ou tT w o  a 

Clock, the greateft Part o f our Arm y had paffed, with which the Duke 
“  o '̂ Marlborough, and Prince Eugene formed the Right W ing near Btoan 
“  Caftle, about h alf a League from the Town, and began to engage the 
** Enem y in a Battle.

“  In the mean Tim e, I march’d, likew ife, with the Troops o f the States,
* •* which compofed the Le/t W ing, in order to attack the Enem y, which
,  “ I did about Five a Clock, having been obliged to make a great Round

“  to come at them, and G  o  D has oeen pleafed fo to blefs the Arms o f the 
“  High Allies, that we have entirely beaten the Enemy, and forced theqn to 

retire in great C on fafi^ , fome towards Courtray^vLnd others towards 
“  I do m y felf the Honour to congratulate their High Mightinejfes upon 
this important V iftory. W e fhall endeavour, all we can, to make our 
Advantage of it; the Enemy w ill have much ado to bring their Armj^ 

** into the Field ^gain this Year, in a good Condition. T he Nunlber of 
“  the Slain on their Side is vei^ conliderable; befidcs a vaft many of 

Officers, fome o f  whom are o f  Diftinftion, and common Soldiers, that 
arc made Prifoners, we have alfo taken feveral Standards and Colours, 
o f  which I will fend their High Mightinejfes a L ift, by the next Courier. 
“  T h e  Bravery and prudent Conduft o f the Duke o f Marlborough, and 

“  V i’w.ceEugcnc, ran never he fufficiently commended, nor the Z eal andC<^ur- 
“  are o f  the other Generals o f  the States who did all which their D uty, 

and Regard for the Service required o f them. A ll  the Officers, a n d  Troops, 
withoutDiftindlion, did whatever could be expedl^ed from brave M en, and 
good Soldiers. W e fent out a Body of Horfe and Foot this Morn* 

'■* ing, to purfue the run-a-way Enem y, and difperfe them yet more, but 
they were got too far off by the Favour o f the Night. 1 remain.

Tour Lonljhip's humble
From tK‘ Camp o f  . and obedient Servant,

Oudenarde, July ' Signed,
12 , 1708 .  V,  . A u  V  E K Q U  E R Q J J H .

'  T-he
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T h e  Lift referred to in the Letter was as follows. *
L iji o f  the Kettle-Drums^ Standards, and Colours, taken by the Left 

IVing, with the A'amcs o f  the Reginents that took them,
** The Hujfars one Pair- of Kettle-Drym s, and three Standards. Athhne'%

** a Pair o f Kettle-Drums, two Standards. T h e  Prince d'Auvergne^, one 
Colours. Smithh Szvijfers, one Colours. Guards Dragoons, one Kettle- 

** Drum, two Standards. St. Gravenmoer's, two Standards, two Colours. 
Horfe-Guards, five Standards, tenigcr's, three Standards, fix Colours.
Dopff'^ Dragoons, four Colours. Prince o f U îrtemherg'' ,̂ two Standards,

“  oge Colours. Eaji Frkzland, one Standard, one Colours. Hejje-Hom- 
burg’ s, one Pair o f Kettle-Drums. Dompre\ one Pair o f Kettle-Drums, 
two Standards. Baldwin''^, one Standard. Najfan-JVoudcnburgb^s, one 

“  Colours. jEd ’s, three Standards, three Colours.' ift7;r«wj’s, one Colours.
“  Prince Royal's, one Standard. Oyerh, one Pair o f  Kettle-Drums, one 

Standard. Orange''  ̂ Life-Guards, one Colours. Fagel\, two Standards,
“  one Colours. rander~Beeck'‘s, one Standard. WittinghojP^, one Standard.

May'^, one Standard, one Colours. Filly\, one Standard, one C6lours.
“  In all eleven Kettle-Drums j thirty four Standards; and twenty-five Co- 
“  lours. ,

Thefe were taken by the L eft  W ing only, which was commanded by 
Monf. d’’Anverquer<^ue.

W e fhall now give our Readers x!t^cExtra^ o f  a remarkable Letter, writ­
ten by a French Officer, who was in the Battle, which Letter was inter­
cepted.

I can only fend you an unwelcome Relation, o f the Particulars ofExtraft of 
"  the Battle, which happened Yefterday, about T w o iti the Afternoon,

near Oudenarde, It wilt prove a great Blow to France; for without exag- from a 
** gerating the Matter, we had above 10,000 Men either killed or wounded, French Offi-

or taken Prifoners. T h e  A ftion was very ill ̂ managed on our Side, for, who wa*
“  inftead o f attacking the Enem y, when they began to pafs the Scheld near 

Oudenarde, at Eleven in the Morning, we fuAered them to come over 
the Oliver very quietly, which they would not have ventured to do,

** had we offered to have difputed th^r Paflage, in any tolerable Manner.
“  But finding we ftood ftill, they were encouraged to perfift in their firft 

Defign, and began to march over two Bridges they had laid. A s fafl as 
“  their Horfe and Foot came over, they i;angea themfelves in order 
“  o f Battle, over againft us; and whilft our Generals were m Sufp(jnce,
“  whether to venttire on an Engagement or not, the Enemy’s’ A rm y con- 
** tinned coming over the R iver, and foon polTefs’d themfelves of fome 
"  Villages and Hedges j infomuch that, at laft, our Generals were obliged 

•*' to diflodge them. Accordingly, our Infantry advanced, and the Ground 
waj difputed, for two or three Hours, with a terrible Fire, af)d great 
Obftinacy, on both Sides: But, our Foot being tired with charging the 
Enemy, hve or fix Tim es, and being disheartened to fee they were nof 

“  fupported by our Horfe, (who could not aft becaufe the Ground was full 
o f  Inclofures) and being beiides preffed hard by the Enemy, were ac 
length, forced to retire, and quit the Ground to them. W e Dragoons 

"  were obliged to ftand the continual Fire o f  the Enem y’s Fpot and Can- 
non, without daring to itir, becaufe we were on the Right o f  the K ing’s 

“  Houjlsoldi who fufFered as much as we. Towards Evening a gjfeat Num- 
ber o f the Enemy’s Horfe fell upon us, to prevent our relieving the 

“  R eft, who were put to the Rout, and o f feven Regiments o f Dragoons,
“  we have loft above half. A t  laft, we had no other Expedient left, but to 
“  force our W ay through the Enemy’s H orfe; however we f?nt to fee whe- 

ther we cou’d be allifted in that Defign, by any o f our Forces : In the 
“  mean while. N ight came on apace, and we were informed, that the 
"  K ing’s Houfhold (whofe Retreat was covered, in fome meafure, by us,
“  were at two great a Diftance. Things ftanding thus, our Refolution o f 

, breaking through the Enemy funk,-and fome o f the^ nem y’s Adjut.ints ^
/ “  fiimmoning us to yield  ourfelves Prifoners of W ar, we lubmitted to ‘
> ' . ’ ^ “  it.
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Remarks 
upon the 
above Let­
ter.

Letter fup- 
pofed to t>e 
from the 
Duke of 
Vendofmt\ 
Secretary.

it, feeing no other W ay to favc our Lives. A t  leaft Forty o f bur R e­
giments are in a wretched Condition, the greateft Part ot them being 
either killed or taken; fo that it w ill be a long Tim e before they can 
be re-eftabli(hed. O f four Regiments*of the K in g ’s Houlhold, at leaft 

"  half are taken Prifoners. The Chevalier dc LongueviUe, and fifteen .other 
Officers were mortally wounded, and two o f them are dead fince the 
Battle. The Regiments o f Pfjff'er, and Viilars, are quite ruined, and 
almoft all their Officers taken, with all their Baggage, Cs’f. Amongft 
the Prifoners were above feven Hundred Officers, viz. a Lieutenant- 

"  G eneral; four M ajor-Generals; fjve Brigadiers; fourteen Co^ogels; 
eight Lieutcnant-Colonels5 nine Majors; two Hundred and fix Captainsj 
one Hundred and forty feven Lieutenants; ninety fix Cornets; eighty 
fix Gens d'Armes, and Chevaux Legers, and forty-feven Quarter-Malters. 
T h e  Marquis de Ximenesy Colonel of the Regiment of RovJJiUony
and the Sieur dc la Breteche  ̂ Colonel o f H orle, with a great Number o f 
other Officers, were killed.
W e may judge by this Letter (which being written by an Enemy cannot be 

fuppofed to flatter) o f the fuperiour Courage of the Confederate A rm y; 
we may find by the Letter o f the Field-Depifties, that the Jiruggk was 
properly between the Foot; and we may fee by this, that the Ground was 
objlinatcly difputcd, with a ternhle Fire, /or two or three Hours, on both 
Sides, and yet their Infantry charged five or f x  Times-, what then mult 
thi'ir Conqutrours do, to drive before them Men who behaved fo G a lla n tly ; 
as it muft be confefs’d they did ? ’Tis certain, and the Event fhew’d it, 
nothing cou’d ftand before them. W e fhall next give our Readers, another 
Letter yet more temarkable, written by one o f the Duke o f Faidofme'  ̂Con­
fidants, fuppofed to be Monf. Capijtron, his G face’s Secretary ; being the 
fame cited, under the Name o f an anonymous Letter, by Monf. Dumont, 
J ârt I. page 91. .

“  Away with your Confternation, Sir, and do not betray in your felf, the 
Weaknefs common to our Nation, who never meet with a Misfortune, but 
prefently all is lofl. L e t me tell you, in the firfl Place, the Reports o f 

“  which you gave me Hints, are fal^e, and the Duke oiVendofme laughs at 
them. As for the three Marches which he fuffered to be ftolen from 

“  him, and his not guarding the Dender, every Body knows, the Duke of 
“  Fendofme^v/^i for difpuDng the PafTage.o f th at.R iver; and that, after 
“  three D ay’s Contcft, he was ^rced to liibmit to the Sentiments o f  thofe, 

who, to avoid an Engagement, voted for palling the Stheld. However, 
** then it was, that they were obliged to own, what the Duke had foretold 

them, viz. That, whenever P rhce Enger^e found, they had a Mind to avoid 
Fighting, he wouldforce them to it, in fpite o f all their Endeavours to tho 

** contrary.
”  A s to what is faid, that the Duke o f Fendofme ought to have attack’d 
the Van o f the Enem y’s A rm y, as they were palling the Scheld, he 
knew better T h in ^ : For as foon as he received Advice from the Mar- 
quis de Biron, that Part o f  the Enemy’s A rm y were got over, he was for 
attacking them, whilft he faw the Duft made by the Columns of that 

“  A rm y, on the other fide of the R i ver, about h alf a League from Oudenarde: 
** But he was the only one o f that Opinion, and confequently was not 
“  minded; this was at Ten in the Morning. A t  Four in the Afternoon, 

Major-General Grimaldi, without the Duke o f Fendofme"'% Knowledge., 
was order’d to begin the A tta ck ; which however, wH'en he faw, he was 

** for continuing it. Accordingly, he fent Monf. Jennet his A id  deCamp,
“  to the Left, with Orders for them to engage; but he was killed in his 
"  Return. Neither were thofe Orders executed, lome Officers having in- 

finuated, very mal a propos, to the Duke o f Burgundy, that there 
was a Quagmire, and an imprafticable M orafs; whereas, the Duke of 
Fendofme, ^nd the Count D 'Evreux, had pafied that v^ry W ay about 
an Hour before.

As



A s  to the Retreat, the Duke o f Fcndofme was not for i t ; but as he was 
“  not feconded in his Opinion, by any one but the Count d'Evteux, be was 
“  again obliged to fubmit. N o fooner, therefore, had he given the Word 
“  for the A rm y to retreat, but all got on Horfeback, and fled to Ghent,
“  with aftonifhing Precipitation : And there were fome, who even advifed 
“  the Princes to k t  out Poft from thence for Tpres.

T h e  Duke o f Fcndofme, who was obliged to make tfie Rear-Guard 
for a good Part o f the 1 ime, with his Atds de Campj did not reach 
Ghent till almoft N ine in the Morning, when he made a firm Refolu* 
tion, to poft the A rm y behind the Canal, which goes from that Place to 
Bruges : This was absolutely againflt the Advice o f  all the General Offi- 
cers, who threatened to abandon him for three Days together} and faid,

“  they ought to endeavour to join the Duke o f Berwick. This Refolutioni 
“  howeverf faved the King^s Army, and even France itfe lf \ for the panick 

Fear, with which the A rm y was fei’zed, would have caufed a worfe 
Misfortune than that o f Ramillies. Whereas, the Duke o f Vendofme, by 

** porting him felf behind the Canal, has covered Ghent and Bruges, whicn 
“  is the material Point, and therel^ revived, and infufed Courage into the 
“  Troops, and given the Officers Tim e to recover themfelves> and know 
"  the Country : Jn a W ord, he has thrown the Enemy out o f Aftion ; and 
“  i f  they attack any o f our ftrong Places, as Tpres, Lijle, Monsi or Journay,
“  the Fendofme w ill tkkeUudenardet and make him felf M afterof the
“  Scheld, which will pyt them to a Nonplus. This, Sir, is the very Tru^h^
“  and the fame as the Duke o f Vendofme has written to the King,

I t  appears plainly by this Letter, which may be depended on as Truth# Remarks up. 

the Subftance therefore being the fame with what that Duke wrote to the 
K in g, which he durft not have done, had it been falfe, fince the Duke o f 
Burgundy would have contradifted him, that hid  the Meafures o f the Duke 
of Vendofme been followed, the Allies would have been far from obtaining 
fo eafy a V iftory j happily for them, they were not j and as happily for them^ 
the Meafures concerted were but forrily put in Execution afterwards. Forj  ̂
according to all Appearance, to fpeak impartially, notwithftanding the pro­
digious Abilities d f the Duke o f Mdrlhorough, and Prince Eugene, had the 
Duke o f Vendofme been but w ell ferved, they would have found themfelves 
in a fad Dilemma, at the Siege of Lijle. It is certain, as it was, they met 
with fuch DifBculties, as none*but themfelves C9uld have overcome *, what 
then muft have been the Cafe, .ro inftance but in one Particular, had not v 
the gallant Behaviour o f Major-General fVebb, at fVymendale, and the fcan- 
dalous Cowardice o f  the Count de la Motte, prevented the intercepting o f 
the Convoy, whereon the whole Succefs o f that Siege depended ? Had they 
Been forced to have raifed the Siege, as in all Probability they muft, they 
would have found it a very difficult Matter to have made a good Retreat, 
with a numerous A rm y in Sight, and a numerous Garrifon at their Heels.
Upon the W hole, without dero^ting from the Merits o f  our two Heroes, 
the Duke o f Marlborough and Prince Eugene, it muft be ownedn that the 
Duke o f Vendofme was a confummate G eneral; and would have made quite 
another Figure, had he n ot‘ been prevented by the Incapacity, Obftinacy, 
and Self-Conceit o f  the Duke o f Burgundy.

T  o return from whence we have digre/Ted, the Duke o f  Marlhorrugh^ 
after having ftaid two Days upon the Field o f Battle, decamped from thence, 
and removed to fVerwick, from whence his Grace wrote the following L et- 
t«r to the Earl o f  Manchejier, then Minifter from the Queen o f Great Bri­
tain to the Republick o f Vefiice ; which contains other Particulars, w hereof 
We have never taken N otice before.

M y  L o r d ,  From the Camp at Werwick, July 15, 1708. from'the
"  I return your Lordfliip many Thanks for the Favour o f  your Letter, of
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o f the Twenty-fecond o f iaft Month j and am glad to find your
Oiip is Jikc foon to have juft Satisfaction from the Republick o f  Venice; ”  Manchf

6 G  “  youfitr.



*• you need not doubt then, but the Queen will readily granr your Defire 
o f returning Home. W e are in great Expettarion ot i>\\: jch/i Leake's be- 

“  ing failed for Catalonia, where the Succours from Itaty rnul): liave been 
very much .wanted; fince we hear the Duke o f 0 / pei  fiftcd in 'the 
Siege o f Tortofa, notwithftanding the Lofs o f his Provifion-Ships, taken 

“  by our Fleet. Your Lordlhip muft have heard, with Concern, the Ene- 
“  m y’s taking Fhe City o f Ghent, by the Treachery o f fome o f the Inha- 
"  bitants: But the good News, which muft /oon have followed, o f  our de- 
** feating Part o f  their A rm y, on fVedneJday laft, near Cudaiarde, and 
** obliging them to retire behind the Canal, between Ghent and liruges, will 

have made fome Amends. W e tpok between fix and feven'I'houfand 
Prifoners, befides about feven Hundred Officers, o f which icvcral are of 
Note, and a great Number o f Standards and Colours. Our y\rmy lay on 
their Arms all that Night, and on Thurfday encamped on the Field of 

** Battle. On Friday we refted, the Troops having l^*ed o f fome Eafe, 
after their gjreat Fatigue; and about Midnight, detached forty Squadrons, 

“  and thirty Battalions, towards the Enemy’s Linesi between garnet on and 
** Tpres. I'he whole A rm y follow ’d by Break o f Day, and incampcd at 
** Helchin, whence we purfiied our March, To-dayj .to this Ljamp, clofe to 
“  the Lines, which we found our Detachment had forced, and taiicn five 
“  Hundred Prifoners, the only Guard the Enemy had Jeft for their Security. 
“  W e do not think that their A rm y is yet march’d from behind the Canal, 

which, with their being in Poirellion o( Ghent, wi^ be a great Obttrudion 
“  to our bringing up our heavy Cannon, and other A rtillery  } fo that, I 
“  fear, we lhall be obliged to retake that Place, before we can make any 
“  farther Progrefs.’ ’ I  am̂  & c .

" M a r l b o r q u c h .

W h e n  the News o f the V iftory  at Oudenarde reached England, it fervod 
for a new Them e to the Mufes, who were not filent on this Occafion, a d 
many fine Copies of Verfes appeared in Print j amongft others, the follow­
ing Lines were not a little admired.

On the B a t t l e  o f  O U  D E  N A R  D  E .

Verfes on PuftsuE, purfue, follow the glorious Blow ;
ôldenhdt̂ . Leave no Remainde»r o f the haughty ^ ôe :

Lewis, with Pride, and W-ealth, and Pow’r made great,
M uft fu lly  all his Glories by Retreat.
Bacchus, with Tygers, fwift to India rode.
A nd ’twas Purfuit o f Conqueft made the GW.
Thus diftant Regions eccho A N Name, *
C onvey’d by the progrefliive Voice o f Fame-,
W h ilft  A N N A ''i  Sword is lodg’d in Marlhro's Hand,
’ T is V if t ’ry to obey, and Empir^ to command.
See how the fcatter’d Troops extend their F light,
A nd blefs the Sable Covert o f the N ig h t, ^ c.

M r . Eufden  ̂ o f Trinity-Collcgc, Cambrit^ge, afterwards Poct-Laurcat, like- 
wife obliged the learned W orld with an excellent Copy o f Verfes, on this 
Occafion, o f which the following Lines may ferve us a Specimen.

Verfes hy  ̂ A s  in a ftarry N igh t, the lonely Swain,
W atching his Flock, on the Sicilian Plain, 

tleot Ou/e- Upwards oft cafts his E v e s ; the [jeav’nly Fires,
narJe. Around he fees, and all he fees admires;

So I, amazed, Great Man, thy A6ls furvey.
And ftill from Gloo'ies, to new Glories ftray :
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y\nd doubt, which firft the grateful M ufe fhou’d tell.
For Ihe, on each, cou’d pleas’d for cvtr dwell.
But hear! loud Paansy from ihiC Bflgick Strand

- Refound thy Triumphs, and our Thanks demand I 
Thou art a-trelli the Burthen o f each Song,
T h e darling Subjeft o f the tuneful Throng.
In vain, a las! they firing the fprightly L y r e ;
In vain great Aftions can great Thoughts infpire j 
^follo\  Sons, when all their W it is Ihewn,
R ‘ ach not thy M erit, but exalt their own.
Thus num’rous Streams into the Ocean flow.
New Honours they receive, butrfione bellow ;
N or raife the Ocean’s H eight, whilft they immortal grow.
Say, wondrous M an! by what myrterious Charms 
Thou bind’ft th ’ inconftant Goddefs to thy A rm s!
W h y thus her Love Ihe partially difplays ?
Obey’d by others, Fortune thee obeys.
F ly  fw ijt, yet Conqueji fwifter jlics  before,
So flalli the Lightnings, e’er the Thunder roar.
Uncommon Paths thy wary March proclaim.
For ev ’ry Path, with thee, ran lead to Fame» See.

•

T o  return to the Confederate A r m y ; Prince Eugene  ̂ who as we ob- 
ferved before, had left his Cavalry at Maejiricht^ having, by his prudent 
Direftionsi and exem plary A£livity, infufed L ife into the Germans, and ^
fbamed them, for once, out o f their natural Slownefs and Heavinefs, the 
Troops he was bringing up from the Rhine and the Mofellct made luch an 
expeditious M arch, as was no fmall Surprize to thQ French. His Highnefs 
having removed the Difficulties, which retarded the March o f the Paltf- 
tine Forces,- by giving the Eleffor Palatine pofitive Affurances, from the 
Coui't o f Vienna, that the Upper Palatinate fliould be reltorcd 10 h\̂  Hatifc, 
with the T it le  and Rank, which had been vefted in Ele^or o i Bnvariu's 
Fam ily, by the T reaty o f Munfier ; thefe Forces, to the Number o f ten Kxpcdifious 
Thouwnd M en, pallea the Mofelle, Cob lent z ,  the Twenty-eighth o f JMarchoith®
June, N . S. and incamped the Thirtieth at Sinzisr, above Bonn, where'
Prince Eugene put him felf at the Head ftf them. The Saxons, HcJJians, and 
other Troops, which were quartered in the Horifdru^, palfed the Mofelle 
the Twenty-ninth and T h irtieth ,'a t ylkhen, above Cohlentz\ took their 
March through the Meyer/cldt; and the Palatines advancing at the fame 
T im e, they joined together the Fourth o f July, N . S. near Dueten, in the 
Country 01 Juliers, from whence Prince Eugene fet out the Fifth, for Ma- 

'ejiricht, under the Guard o f an Hundred Horfe. His Cavalry arrived ac 
Hertogenrade the fame D a y ; but the Foot continued near Dueren, both to 
wait for fome Battalions, which were left behind, and to keep up the Ene­
m y’s Jealoufy on that Side.

PrinCE Eugene arrived at Maejlricht, the Fifth, went next Day through 
Brujfels, and joined the Duke o f Marlborough, in the Evejiing, ^tJfcbe, 
as we have’ feen above; whillt his Cavalry advancing by fpeedy Marches, . 
paded the Maefe, the 6th and 7th, and incamped the i ith  xitFilvoerde, w hi­
ther the Infantry came up, within a few Days after. On the other Hand, the 
French Forces, which obferved Prince Eugene''  ̂ Motions, under the Com­
mand o f the Duke o f Berwick, having palfed the Mofelle at Remick, their 
Van-guard arrived, the Fourth oi'^uly, at Luxemburgh, whither the Duke o f  -fiig 
Berwick came the next D ay, and then continued his March towards th e o f5 #ru»V̂  
Maefe : But he ufed no great Expedition, upon a falie Apprehenfion, that mirtakenid 
Prince March was but a Stratagem, to cover loine other
which hindered the French from coming Tim e enough to Flanders, to fecure fign. 
their Lines there.

A s great as the Vi£tory, gained atOudenarde, was in itft l̂f,. it was yet 
greater in its Confcquences j for whiHt the Frm /i Generals were intrench- ,

ing
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ing themfelves behind the Canal, between Ghent and Bruges, in great Per­
plexity and Confternation, and in fullen Difcontent one with another, the 
Confederate Generals, and the Deputies o f the States, having debated, in a 
Council o f  W ar how they might beft improve their late Succefs, it was una- 
mmoufly refolved: That the Duke ot Marlborough's A rm y, after having

refted two Days on the Field o f Battle, Ihould immediately march towards 
Menin, pafs th e l^ j, level French h\r\cs\>et'fietn at neton and Tpres  ̂
and hinder any Detachment from gettirig into the latter, or the French 

** A rm y from returning that W ay j and that Prince w ithaD etach-
** ment from the Grand A rm y, ftiould march at the fame Tim e towatds 
** Brujels, to draw together his Forces, oblerve the Motions of the Duke of 
** Berwicky and hinder, likewife, the Enemy’s Arm y, near Ghent, from re- 
** turning through Brabant, the fame W ay th^- came.

T h e  French P U R S U A N T  to thefe Refolutions, the Count de Lottum, General o f  the Pruf- 
Lines ^^ccAjians, W ith  the Lieutenant Generals FageU and Dopjf, marched at N ight 

T h irty  Battalions, F iftv Squadrons, and fome Field-Pieces, towards 
’ ■ Helchin; and the next Day aclvancing to the French Lines, the Enemy aban­

doned the Fort o f Port without any Rcfiftance. On the 15th, in the 
Aivsrnoon If^ar net on. Comines, undff^erwick, with about 500 Men, and feveral 
Officers, amongft whom was Lieutenant-Colonel with T w elve other
Field-Officers, which defended them, furrendered at jjifcretion ; and the fame 
D ay, the Duke oiMarlborough^ Arm y,w hich had encamped htt'ffeewBergen, 
^naHauterive, marched in two Columns, towards Menin, pafTed the Lys, on 
T w o  Bridges, near that Place, and incamped between that and tVetivick. 

Cbntribu- W H I L S T  one Detachment o f  the Confederate Arm y was employed inie* 
tions raifed veiling the Enemy’s Lines, between Tpres,znd the l^ s, another was fent ta 
in Artou, raife Contributions as far as j^rras; and the Deputies ofthat Country not j^ree- 

ing to pay theSum demanded,the Generals o f the ^///« had recourfe toM ili- 
tary Execution, and fent out Parties, who fet two o f the Suburbs o f j 4rras 
on F ire, another Party were about to do the fame at Lem  ; but the Inhabi­
tants had fo much Prudence, as to give Hoftages for the Sums required.

A s  long as the Enemy were pofted between Ghent and Bruges  ̂ the Confe­
derate Generals, and the Deputies o f the States, prudently confidered, that 
it was impoflible for the j 4llies to receive their heavy Cannon for a Siege. 
Orders were, therefore, fent to the Governor o f Sas van Ghent, to difpatch 
the Boats, in which were embarked* and had been, for fome 1  ime, at that 
Place, to Antwerp\ from whence that Train was carried to Brujfcls, by the 
Means o f the Canals: A t  the fame Tim e, a new Train o f Twenty Battering 
Pieces wis ordered, from M aefricht, to the fame Place. In the mean while, 
the Hereditary Prince o f heJfe-CaJfcl, had Inltruftions to continue there, 
with the Saxon, and Hejftan Cavalry, for the Security o f the Removal o f the 
A rtillery  ; and Prince Eugene, with the Reft o f his Forces, encamped fome * 
Days at Enghien.

O n the 21 ft o f July, the Grand Arm y made a Motion, and Count Lot- 
tum's Detachment being returned to the Camp, the Left reached to the Hed 
Bridge, between the Deyk, and the Lys, and the Right between Berw ick  
and M enin} a convenient Place being left on the Right, for the Imperial 
Troops, which were to join.the Duke o f Marlborough. T he fame Morning, 
upon Information, that the French were preparing a Convoy in Tournay, for 
their Arm y near Ghenty ten Squadrons, under Brigadier Chanclos, were de­
tached towards Oudenarde, to prevent that Supply’s getting to the Enemy’s 
Cam p: And the Prince d'Auvergne, with Qo\xxiX. Maurice o f Najfau, weic 
detach’d with 500 Horfe towards Roujfclaer, to cut o ff the Convoys o f  Pro- 
vifions, which the Enemy might expeft by the W ay o f  Ipres. A ll  other 
pofljble Precautions were taken, to ureighten the Enemy, and oblige them 
to quit that Camp, which they could not well do, without the Hazard o f 
another B attle: Amongft others, the Goveruors o f O f end, e n d e a v o u r e d  to 
deprive the Enemy, o f their Communication between and Neivport,
by laying a gf)od Fart o f the Country under U^ater.
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On the Twenty-third o f by Break o f Day,the Duke o i  M a r l b o r o u g h  d e - T h t  b e» v y  

tached, two Thoufand Horfc, under the Command o f  Lieutenant-General a’’*
DompreyZnd M npr GenevJilSchuj/emburgh, to meet and fecurethe heavy Bag- 
gage,which had been Ieft,thc Beginningof that Month azBruJfeJs.The next Day, 
in the Evening, Intelligence being brought, that the Duke o f Berwick was 
marched from Doway to Tournay, with twenty-three Squadrons, and the Ca­
valry of the Garrifon oiLiJle* with a Defign, as ft was believed, to attack the 
B aggage o f the Allies, in their March from the Duke o f Marlborough \vi\~ 
mediately detached Six Squadrons from the Right, under the Command o f M a­
jor General BauditZy to reinforce Lieutenant-General Dompre : Upon which 
the Baggage arrived, the Twenty-fifth, without anyPppofition, at the Camp.

T h e  fame Day, and the next, fifty Squadrons’, tw elve Battalions, and 
a Thoufand Grenadiers commanded by Count Tilly, the Earl o f Orkney, and 
M e f l i e u r s a n d  Hompejch, Lieutenant-Generals, with Meflieurs^'>3($',
Rantzau, and d^Erpach, Alajor Generals, were detached with Orders to 
march into Artois, the Infantry to take Poft at La Bajee, an'd the Cavalry 
to penetrate into the Frcnch Territories, as far as Picardy^ and either to lay 
that Province tinder Contribution, or taprbceed to M ilitary Execution. On 
the Twenty-fixth, Count Tilly met with eight Hundred and twenty o f the 
Enemy’s Horfe^being a Detachment from the Duke o f Berwick's A rm y, o f 
which he killed a good Number, and took a Colonel, a Major, three Cap­
tains, and about two Hundred Troopers Prifoners. He purfued the Reft to the 
very Gates o f Lens, wherein the Enemy had ported one Thoufand four Hundred 
Foot, who abandoned the Place, on the firll Approach o f the Confederate In­
fantry. ^

C o u n t  Tilly, having ta»:en Pofleflion o f Lens, and put five Batalions in­
to it, detached feveral Parties, who advanced as far as Ptcardy i and the 
Duke o f Marlborough having Advice, that forty Squadrons, and twenty 
Battalionsjhad marched from tne Duke of Burgundy's A rm y to Newport jon the 
2 jd  o f jfulyj N . S. and afterwards had advanced between Bou^botirs, and St.
Omers, in order, to joili the Duke o f Berwick, his Grace fent the Lieutenant- 
General Dedem, and the Prince o f Eafi Friczlandi with twenty Battalions,
.and fifteen Sauadrons, with Orders to poft themfelves at Armenicrs, and lye 
ready to reinforce Count Tilly. I'hat General being thus reinforced, advanced Contributi- 
nc r̂QV the Scarpe •, whereupon the Deputies of Artois, having come to an ons raifcd in 
Agreem ent with him for Contributions,* and at the fame Tim e, the Detach- 
ments fent toward Picardy, having burnt the. Suburbs o f Dourlcnsy and 
brought off feveral Hoftages, he was ordored, the 3d o f Augujl to return to 
the Confederate A rm y.

• On the other Hand, the Dukes of Burgundy and Vendofme, beinj| fome- 
what recovered out o f their late Confternation andDiforder, and having, in 
iome Meafure, raifed the Spirits o f their Soldiers again, by taking the Fort 
o f the Red Houfe, provided for the Subfiftance o f their A rm y, by carrying The French 
off all the Corn they could find in the Country o f H^aes, and as far as A lo ji; 
and to be revenged, for what Count Tilly^ was doing in Artois, and P i- D̂utcb F/J*- 
cardy, they detach’d ten Thoufand Men, under the Command o f the Che- den. 
valier du Rozel, to makp an Irruption into Dutch-Flanders. General Fagel  ̂
and Major-General Murray, having three Battalions, and a Regiment o f  .
Dragoons with them, in thofe Parts, thought it not advifable, to expofe 
that handful o f  M en, and therefore quitted the Lines, from Birvliet, through 
Fort Philippine, and Ifc7idike, to Sluys, and returned with their Troops 
into this Jaft Place. Hereupon the Enemy erftered the Ifland o f Cadfandt, 
plundered and burnt about a hundred Houfes, and, having levelled Parc 
o f the Lines, taken a confiderable Number o f Horfes, and Cattle, with other 
rich B ooty, returned with feveral Hoftages, for tJie Contribution-Money, 
to their Camp at Lovendeghetn. .

T h e  States-Gencral were very uneafy, at this Invafion o f  Dutch-Flatiders ^

)th«)ugh the Succefs o f the Enemy therein, was infinitel]>̂  fhort o f that o f  the '
- l̂/‘cs, in Artois, and Picardy. But neither this Expedition o f ^he Enemy’s, 
nor their Threats o f what they intended to do farther, made any Alteration,  ̂
in the Meafures concerted by the Allies, for a confiderable Siege. In
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order to this, a large Train o f A rtillery, and a vaft Number o f  VVaggins, 
laden with warlike Stores, had been provided, with all poilible ExpediCfori, 
at Bt ujfe/s, T h6 farther Operations ot this Campaign, depending, in a gr/-ai' 
M cafure, upon the fafe Arrival o f this Convoy, at the Camp, and theix; 
being Reafon to judge, by feveral Motions o f the Enemy, that they had 
fome Thoughts o f attacking it, the Con/edtrate Generals made feveral De­
tachments to cover that M arch ; and, on the Fourth o f ]Auĝ {Jiy Prince 
Eugene him felf fet out, w ith General Dopff, to put him felf at the Head 
o f  his A rm y, for the fame End. On the E ighth, in the Morning; the 
Duke o f Marlborough, having received Intelligence, that the Enemy had 
reinforced the Troops, which they harj ported at Mclle, between Ghent, and 
the Country o f Alofl, to the Number o f about thirty Thoufand Men, and 
that the Duke o f Burgunch was gone thither in Perlbn to head them^ his 
Grace fent Advice thereof to Prince Eugeue, that he might take the proper 
Mcafures for, the fecuring o f Brujfcls; but, in the mean while, his Highnefs 
having before received th^ like information, had alread)' fent a ftrong De­
tachment, o f  Horfe and Foot, tp obferve the Enemy. This done, he ad­
vanced him felf to Soignies, near which Place, he joined the A rtillery , which 
was got thither, by the prudent Conduit o f  the Prince o f Jicjfe-Cajfel, 
without having met with any Dilturbance from the Enemy j and on the 
Ninth in the Evening, it was fafely conduced on ^eth,

ThcSicgcof T h e  March o f this Train o f A rtillery , with Prince Eugene's advancing < 
L/yZr refolvcd to Soigniesy put the Enemy under great Apprehenfions lor Mons\ upon 

which, the Duke o f Berwtck, threw fevcn Battalions, with twoSqu. drons 
o f  Horfe, and one o f Dragoons into that P lace: But the Confederates, be­
ing refolved to go upon fome Undertaking o f the higheft Importance, * 
agreed, at lall, upon the Siege o f  L ijlc ; rightly judging, that they could 
not attack the Enemy in a more fenfible Part. A s M onf. Dumont, has 
mentioned this famous Siege, but very curforily, we ftiall treat o f  it a little 
more at large, being fully  perfuaded it w ill be acceptable to our Rea­
ders. ‘

ThcDefcrip- which the Confederates had determined to befipge,
^rtanceo?**® a large, rich, and w ell fortified Place, with a very ftrong Citadel, the 
that City. oiFrench Flanders : It is, befides, the Staple o f all the Trade, be­

tween the Netherlands and France, and next to Paris, was reckoned the 
chief Place o f his M oft Chrijlian M ajetty’s Dominions. It is fituated 
amongft Pools and Marfhes, about fifteen M iles JViJi o f Tournay, twenty 
eight North o f Doway, thirty fix Sovth-JVeJl o f Ghent  ̂ thirty feven Sonth- 
R ajl o f Dunkirk, and thirty eight almoft fVeJl o i Mons. T h e Merchants 
o f  thift Place were o f confiderable Service to the Grand Monarque, and a* 
great Annoyance to his Enemies, efpecially the Maritime Powers, as they 
were the principal Owners o f the Dunkirk Privateers; which could not havt 
been fitted out; in near fo great Numbers, without their Afliftance. Be- 
lides this, as they were very rich, they generally fupplied the Wants of 
the French K ing’s Armies, and the Cultoms they paid him were a confider­
able Part o f his Revenue.

A s  Lijle  was the firft and faireft o f  all Lewis X IV ’s Conquefts, and one
. o f  the principal Keys o f France, his M olt Chrijiian M ajefty had always cx-

preffed a more than ordinary V alue for it j and the famous Engineer Monf.
de Vauban, had exerted his utmoft Skill in fortifying it, and at an im m enfe
Charge. T h e  Reduftion therefore, o f a Place, every way fo important,
could not, but redound very much, both to the Honour and Advantage ot

The great Confederates \ on the other Hand, this its great Importance made the
human Means for its Prefervation. Befidcs the Prefence

defend ° o f  the Marfhal de Boufiers, Governour o f all French Flanders, with the
Lieutenant-Generals de Surville, Lee, and other Officers o f Diftinftion, they
threw into the C ity  twenty one Battalions o f  the belt Troops o f France,
befides fix Squadrons of Dragoons, one Hundred and forty Horfe, and feven ,
or eight Huijdred Invalids, who, ncvcrthelefs, were not fo much difabled,!

but^
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but they were in a Condition to ferve ; in fhort, it was rather a little rm y, 
than a Garrifon.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the numerous Difficulties, which cou’d not but at­
tend the Siege, o f a Place fo Itrong, and To every W ay well provided ; 
notwithftauding the Con/edeiates. had their Communication with their 
Magazines at Antwerp^ and Sas van Ghent, cut o ff j norhing was able to 
deter their Generals from the Refoluyon they had taken ; Though the Duke 
o f  Fendofme, when he was firft informed o f this Defign o f the Allies^ judg’d 
it fo imprafticable, that he was pleafed to fay openly } He did not think 

fo prudent and able a Commander as Prince Eugene, would venture upon fo  
rafla an Ent:rpiize\ and the Frenfh, in general, boaited, that they would 
oblige the A llies to abandon the Siege, without firiking a Blow.

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, and Princc Eugene  ̂ however, laugh’d at all 
thefe Rhodomontades; and accordingly, the A rtillery being arrived dt cd.
Pottos, and all othex NecelFaries provided, the Prince o f Orange-Najfau 
was now detach’d, on the twelfth o f j4ugujl, with thirty-one Battalions, 
to take Polt at Marquette, on the Lower Deylcy within half a League o f 
Liflcy w hillt Lieutenant-General fVood  ̂with thirty four Squadrons, marched 
to Potteghem. T h e  fame Day, the Army remov’d from H'^erwick to Hel- 
chin; and the next. Prince Eugene,  ̂ having pafTed the Marque, at Pont a 
Trej^n, invefted the Tow n o f Lifle, between that Place and the Upper Dcyle\ 
whitft the Prince o f Orange did the fame, with his Dctachment, between 
the Upper and Lower Deyle : In the mean Tim e, the Duke o f  Marlborough 
lay at a convenient Diftance, with the main A rm y, to cover the Siege.

T h e  Prince o f Orange had no fooner arrived near the Marque, Hut he 
pafled it with his Troops, attack’d fome French, who were pofted in 
Houfes, along the Caufe-way, towards the M^^^/^/f^-Gate, and obliged them 
to retire nearer the City. T h e Enemy had, likewife, a Ppft at thte Bridffe 
o f the A b b ey o f Marquette, which they had ftrengthened w ell w ith Palli- 
fadoes. Hereupon, the Prince o f Orange made fome Grenadiers advance, to 
drive them from thence; and after a mort Refiltance, the feeing’that
feveral Grenadiers leap’d into theW ater, with Defign to attack them in the 
Rear, abandoned that Polt alfo, as faft as poUible, and retired into the C ity, 
before the others could intercept rheir PafTage.

P r in c e  Eugene o f Savoy, who, at field-Marfhal o f  the Empire, was to General Of- 
command at this memorable Siege, had under him ias Generals, the Prince ficers who 

o f  Orange-Ncffau, Count Schlick, the Herqditar^ Prince of Heffc'Caffel, the 
Prince o f IVirtembcrg, Count Naffau-lVeVhurg^ and the Generals Dopff, and 
Spie -el: A s Lieutenant-General's, the Count de Pels, Falkenffein, p.fferen,
iVood, Amam^ Peitendo^ff, Spar  ̂ the Prince o f Holjiein-Beck, and IP'ilkes:
The Major-Generals Leijins, Count Bethlem, Count ff^ittenjtein, de Venncs,

Ithe Prince d 'j4uvergne, fVeiffenfeld, Vickenbach, Vokkerjhoven, Sohel, Collier,
Zoutland, and Sacken: T h e Brigadiers and Majors o f Brigades, Keppenbeck
junior, P^eren, Kellin, Hagedorn, Kallenjiein, fVaJfenaer, Keppel, Boijfet, Sir 
Richard Icmple, D u  TrouJjcl, Mymer, Stapel, Whitney: And the Chief 
Engineers Des Roques, and D u Mey, each o f whom was to have the Dircflion 
o f a feparate Attack.

T h e  fame Day that the Town was invefted. Prince Eugene had a long 
Conference with the Prince o f Orange-Naffau, wherein the Difpofition o f the 
Quarters was fettled, and the next M orning, the Lines o f Circumv-allation 
were mark’d out, and Pioneers were fet to W ork on them. In the mean 
W hile, the Duke o f Marlborough continued quiet in his Camp at Helchin, 
from whence he wrote the following Letter to the Earl o f Manchejler.

M r  L o r d ,  From the Camp at Helchin, Auguft 15 ,170 8 . Letter

“  I have received the Honour o f your Excellency’s Letter, o f the twenty- the Duke of 

** feventh o f July, and return you my Thanks for your obliging Congratu- Marlbô tigh 
larions on our late V ifto ry ; which we are endeavouring to improve, in 

“  fuch a Manner, that all Europe may reap the Benefit thereof, in an hon- «•. ''
** curable and lafting Peace. I hope it will have an immediate Influence on •

“  your
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“  your Parts, wherf Mens Minds are chiefly governed by Succefs. M r. 
“  Cardonnel tells me, you have a conrtaiic Account o f our Motions, for 
“  which I muit ftiW beg Leave to refer you to h im ; and am, Gff.”

M a r l b o r o u g h .

T o  return to the Siege, Prince Eugene had his Quarters at the A b b ey o f  
Loos, and took up with the Impet ialijis, confilting o f forty Battalions, and 
fourfcore Squadrons, all the Ground from that A bbey, palling by the V il­
lage o f  Hellcmes to the Marque. The Princc o f Orange had taken up his 

. Quarters in the V illage o i Lambcrfard; and his Troops confifting o f twenty 
Battalions, and thirteen Squadrons, extejided themfelves from the A bbey o f 
Loos, to that o f MarquctU: But his Highnefs was obliged to change his 
Quarters, within a few Days after, by an Accident, tliat was very near 

T h e  Prince colling him his L ife. It was thus: T he V illage o f Lamberfard is but 
of Orange a fmall Cannon-Shot o f Lijle. T he Befieged, either defignedly, or

otherwife, fired upon this V illage. The Cannon-Balls fell frequently 
therein, and feveral had already pierced the Prince’s Quarters, and pafs’d 
very near his Chamber. A t  lalt, on the Eighteenth o f AuguJK in the 
Morning, at the very T im e that the Princc was drelling in his Apartm ent, 
a Bullet enter’d the W indow, which happened fortunately to be open, 
went over his Shoulder, within five or fix inches o f his Face, and took off 
h alf his firft Head, w hilll he was putting on his I^igh-
nefs's Cloaths; the poor Man fell down dead, without fo much as a Groan, 
and his Blood and Brains flew a ll over the Prince’s Night-Gown and Face, 
and even all befmeared the Cieling. Every one faw, after this that his
Highnefs’s L ife was in too much Danger in that Place, infomuch that,
at laft, in Condefcenfion to the Advice o f feveral Perfons of the firli: Rank^ 
he removed his Quarters to the Caftle o f Holbcck, behind the A bbey o f 
Marquette, where he was in more fafety.

Marflial In the mean W h ile, the Marlhal de Boufflers, who commanded in the
Bouffltrŝ xt Xovrn, having had all the Houfes fet on Fire, and all the Trees fê ll’d,
K̂oro!Ti!̂ Rc- ^"sys favour the Approaches o f the Befiegers, prepared him-

fiftancc, fe lf  to make a vigorous Refiftance. On the other Hand, Prince who
befieged it, omitted nothing that could any W ays contribute to the Succefs 
o f  this important Enterprize, and the heavy A rtillery being arrived at the 
Camp, his Highnefs, to prevent all Miftakes, caufed a Men^orial to be 
drawn up, on the Twentiet-h o f Atigujl, o f  all fuch Orders, and Methods, 
as were to be obferved, in velifeving the Trenches, and c a r r y in g  on the 
Attacks, by the feveral Generals and Officers, o f the Troops o f the different 
Nations, which were under his Command; Thefe Troops confifted of 
fifty Battalions, viz. fix Imperialifls, nine Palatines, five HcJjians, and thirty 
from the Grand A rm y. •

K\ngAuguft. T h e  Tenth, King Jugxijixis o f Poland, and the Landgrave o f Hejfe-Caffe/, 
'‘land rave ^7 fcvcral Other Perfonb o f Diltinflion arrived at the Confederate
of Heffe- A rm y, then incamped at Hclchin. I'he Duke o f Marlborough, having been
Cap},come apprized o f their Coming, advanced to meet them at their palling the 
to tU zConf,. Scheld, at Pottesj and conduced them to Dinner to his Quarters, where King 
(rale £qo]̂  up Lodging: A s for the Landgrave, he had not been

drawn thither by the Curiofity alone o f  feeing this famous Siege; or by the 
Importance ana Greatnefs o f the U ndertaking; the Pleafure o f  behold­
ing three illuftrious Piinces, his Sons, and the Prince o f Orange, who 
was then defigned for, and foon after became, his Son-in-Law, as principal 
A£tors therein, had no Doubt, a great Share in this Vifit. Accordingly 
his Serene Highnefs took up his Lodging, with his Son, Prince IVilliam, 
who was then a Major-General, in the Service o f  the Stata. T h e  next 
D ay, the Duke o f Marlborough entertained them with the Review o f the 
firit Line o f the Arm y j after which they dined with the Earl o i yilbermarle: 
And the 1  wentieth in Morning, they both went to the Camp before Lijle, 
where they v|i'cre received, and entertained bv Prince Eugcnf, with all the 
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Refpe£t due to their Rank 5 and his Highnefs fpared no Pains to fatisfy their 
Curiofity, which did him fo much Honour.

T h e  fame Afternoon, the Diredora, Engineers, and Chief Officers of the 
Artillery, went by the Road from ff'^erwick to Lijle, to view the Ground 
near that Place i whi'ch they found very fit for their J3atteries, on that Side 
towards St. Mag d a l Gate : But as they advanced very near the Works, 
the Enemy fallied out, with three Squadrons, and a Detachment o f Foot, 
and appeared on the other Side o f the upon which the Engineers
retired to their Camp. Prince Eugene, however, found the Means to procure A  Stratagem 
them a nearer View o f the Enemy’s Works, by the H elp o f the following of P̂ incc 
Stratagem. A  great Number of Ladies, had defired Pafles, to retire out 
of the T o w n ; his Highnefs made no Difficulty of granting their Requeft 
but at the ffime Time, he caufed fome Engineers, to drefs themfelves in the 
Habit of common Soldiers, and march with the Detachment, which w'as ap­
pointed to receive ?he-Ladies, at the Barriers o f the Place, and conduct them 
through the Camp.

T h e  Magiftrates o f Lijle, having obtained the Marfhal de Bouj^ers'i 
Leave for that Purpofe, took this Opportunity, to fend two Deputies to 
Prince Eugene, Compliment him, and defire his Favour, to the Burghers j 
offering his Highnefs, at the fame Tim e, fome Prefents o f Refrelhments.
But the Prince told them, “  That a befieged Town, ought to be kept very . 

clofe; fo that he could not yet admit o f their Civilities; but when he 
fhould be Matter o f  the Place, the Burghers might be aflured o f his Pro- 
teftion, provided he fliould be fatisfy’d, that they had endeavoured to 
deferve it, by their impartial Behaviour, during the Siege.’*
T h b  Twenty-firft, the Enemy camc out, with fix Squadrons, and about 

feven or eight Hundred Foot, on that Side which the Engineers obfefved 
the D ay before ; whereupon, the Prince o f Oratige-Na^au caufed feven 
Squadrons, and fix Battalions, to advance and repulfe the Enemy ; who 
retired im m ediatdy, after having only fet Fire to two Houfes, and cut 
down about two Hundred Trees. The Confederate Troops took Poft, at the 
fame T im e, in a Place called Magdakn-Hok, on the Banks o f the Deple, 
where, they left five Hundred Men ; and pofted another Detachment m a 
M ill, near St. Magdakn'^-Chix^e], which was fortify’d: T h e fame Day, 
likewife, the Lines o f Circumvallation and Countervallation were quite 
finiflied.

T h e  French Court were not a little furpnzed, to find T ijle aftually invert­
ed ; pofftive Orders were, therefore? fent to the Dukes o f B u r g u n d y V e n -  
do/me, to raife the Siege of fo important a P lace; T o  this End the Duke o f 
Berwick was ordered, at the fame Tim e, to reinforce his flying Camp, with 
rtie Garrifons of Namur, Alons, Charleroy, ValencienneSi and other Places, 
and to join the Duke of Burgundy forthwith. The Duke o f  Marlborough, 
having received repeated A dvice of thisDefign, ordered the Le/t o f his Caval­
ry to march, theTwenty-fecond o f  ̂ ugu/^ytowards the Scheld, and to incamp ,
naer the between the Villages o f  Pofm , and St. to the End
they might be near at Hand, to pafs the Scheld, and form the Vanguard o f  
the A rm y, which was to march by the Le/t.

T h e  Twenty-third at Break o f Day, fifteen Hundred Horfe, commanded X h e  D uke 

by the Count d'Erbachy a Major-General, and Brigadier Grovefiein, were of Marlbo- 
detached, with the Quarter-Mafter-General, to mark out a Camp, on the 
other Side the Scheld. About Seven, the whole A rm y marched in two 
lumns, by the L eft, palTed the Scheld, near Pottes, on four Bridges, the S M I  
and incamp’d with the Right to that River near Efcanqffe, and the Lr/t to 
j^nnieres; * the Duke o f Marlborough taking up his Qirarters at Amongies, * 
Veldt-Marfhal d'Auverquerque his Faudipront.

T h is  Motion prevented the'Enem y’s joining between theScheldy and the'TheAdv’an- 
y^cndcr  ̂and alfo rendered their Junction more difficult in Brabant: Befides, his 
'Grace was now nearer at Hand, to oppofe any Attem pt, they mJght offer to *h°s Motion, 
^akc on that Side; where, it was reafonable to believe, the^ had laid the » 
Scheme for a powerful Diverfion, during the Siege. His Grace, likewife,

‘ 6 1  ordered
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ordered the Bridges to be continued on the Schcld, with a Guard of fix R e­
giments o f Foot, left the Enemy fliould make any Motion, between that 
R iver, and the Lys.

TheTrcn- T o  return to Prince Eugene, every Thinit being now ia a Readincfs for
ches opened, the Siege, the Trenches were opened the ^fwenty-fecond o f JlugufK N . S.

between fevcn and eight in the BVening, within five Hundred 'l oifes o f the 
Counterfcarp, on the and Left o f the Lower Deyk\ the former againlt
St. jindrew'^’ G^Vs, under the Direftion of Monf. des Roques  ̂ and the Jatter 
againlt St. Magdakn''$-GAtQy under the Care o f Monf. D u Mey. Four 
Tl'houfand Workmen were appointed for this Service; cover’d by ten Batta­
lions o f Imperial, 'Palatine, and HeJJian Troops, commanded by Lieutenant- 
General and Major-General Volcketjhovni ; and ten Battalions more,
with fix Hundred Horfe, were ready to fuftain them. Bur the Trenches 
were carried on with fo much Secrely, and good Succefs, that the Confede­
rates had above two Hours Tim e to cover themfelvefi, before the Enemy 
perceived any Thing o f the Matter. Immediately, however, upon this Dil- 
covery, they made a terrible Fire from the Town j but did fo little Execu­
tion, that the Befiegers had not above three or four Men killed, and about 
fifteen wounded.

W e  fliall not enter into a particular Relation, o f  all that happened. Day 
by Day, at this memorable Siege, that would carry us too far, beyond the 
Limits we have prefcribed our felves in this W ork: W e ftiall, therefore, 
only, take Notice o f fome o f the moft remarkable Incidents. On the 
Twenty-third, Lieutenant-General Pettendorff', going from one Attack to 
the other, and miffing his W ay, was taken Prifoner, and carried into the 
Tow n. T h e fame Day the Prince o f Orange drove the French from^a Poft 
they had in the V illage o f Houw, and made fome Soldiers take PofTefTion 
thereof, in order to favour his own Approaches. N ext Morning, he caufed 
his Men to attack, a fortify’d Chapel, near the St. Magdalen'^-G^x.t, wherein 
were about two Hundred Grenadiers, commanded by a Major, and two Cap­
tains : This Poft was o f  great Importance, becaufe it hindered the Bcfie- 
gers from carrying on their Approaches; .wherefore his Highnefs had it at­
tack’d by one Hundred and fixty Grenadiers, fupported by the like Num- 

Bt.Magda- ber. T he firft advanced, with their Bayonets fix’d in the Muz'/Je 
o f  their Muskets, to the very Door o f the C h apel; and threw fo 
many Hand-Grenades into this little Fortification, that they forced the 
French, in a fmall T im e, to yfcld themfelves Prifoners o f W ar, after 
having had one o f their Captains killed, and the other wounded.- N ext 
N ight, the Confederates mounted fome Cannon, and Mortai'-Pieces upon the 
Batteries which had been erefted; and they carried on their I'renches, on 
the Right, beyond a Houfe which had Battlements on the l o p  o f i t ;  which 
obliged the Bpfieged, who had pofielTed themfelves thereof, to abandon it.

O n  the Twenty-fixth, Prince Eugene was in great Danger of being Poi- 
foned, by a bafe and villainous Contrivance of tl̂ e Enemy’s, the Circum- 
ftances whereof we fhall relate, becaufe they were pretty extraordinary* 
T h e  Poft-Houfe being about two Leagues ofF, the Commilfary wrote a 
L etter to General D opff\  Secretary, by a Servant that Gentleman had fenc 
him, in the Morning, to fetch his Letters, defiring him to deliver the two 
inclofed to his Highnefs Prince Eugene o f  Savoy, becaufe he had never a 
Poft-Boy, at Hand, fo fend with them. General being then at the
Prince’s Quarters, the Secretary gave thofe two Letters to his Adjutant, wha 

Prince £«- delivered them to Prince Eugene. One of the Letters came from the Hague, 
gene in \m- and the Corruniffary imagined the other came from the fame Place, but 

could not be pofitive o f it. His Highnefs opening one o f them, found no- 
[̂foned.'"  ̂ thing therein but a dirty greafy Paper, and not knowing what might be the

Conlequence thereof, threw it carelefsly on the Ground, without the leafl 
Sign ot Surprize. Hereupon, the Prince’s Adjutant took it up, and fm ek y 
to it j immeriiately after which he was feized with a great Giddinefs, and j 

I taken fo ill, that he was perfuaded to take an Antidote, and happy was it
for him, that he did fo : For the Poifon it contained was fo exquifite, that

the
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the Paper being only tied about a D og’s N eck, for an Experiment, he died 
within cwenty-tour Hours, notwifhftanding he had a Counttr-Poifon given 
him. Hereupon, General Dopff, with fonnie others, who were about his 
Highncfs, appear’d highly Surpriz’d at this execrable Piece o f Villany, and 
exprefs’d their Conccrn for tHe Hazard the Prince had run j upon which, 
his Highnefs faid to them, without any Emotion, Tsu need not wonder at 
it, Gentlemen, I  have feveral Times, before now, received Letters o f  this Na  ̂
ture. In the mean W hile, the Confederates pufh’d on the Siege vigoroufly, 
notwithftanding the obftinate Refiltance o f the Befiegedj who very much 
hindered the Progrefs o f their W orks, by the Fire o f their Cannon, and. 
their Sallies. On-the other Hand, the Duke o f Fendofme made abundance 
o f  Motions, to keep the Befiegers in a continual i^larm, though he had no 
manner o f Defign to attack them. <

T h e  Taking of the Chapel near St. Magdalen\ Gate went vcr}’ much to 
the Heart o f  the Befieged; it was a Poft o f  too much Importance to the 
Confederates, for the Enemy not to try to regain it; wherefore?, the fame Even­
ing, when the Befiegers had hardljr relieved the 'I'renches, the Marlhal c/<r ''

* Boufflers order’d out all the Grenadiers o f the Garrlfon, w ith ‘two Squadrons, 
and three Hundred Pioneers, to attack this Chapel, which the Prince of 
Orange had taken from them but two Days before. T h e Confederates had 
but a Hundred Men in that Poft, commanded by a Lieutenant o f the Dutch 
Guards. The French advanced fecretly, without N o ife ; and attacking it 
both behind and before, at rhc fame T im e, obliged them foon to yield to 
their fuperior Number, and abandon to them a Poft, which, however, they 
did not enjoy lo n g: For the Prince o f Orange, who was eafier to be found 
in the.Trenches, than any where elfe, being then there, and having fntel- 
ligence thereof, ordered immediately two Battalions out o f the Trenches, on 
the Right and L eft o f this Chapel, and attack’d the Enemy with fo much 
Fury, that they were quickly obliged to abandon it, and retire, with great 
Precipitation, into the Cover’d W ay o f the Town. Thus the Prince had 
the Honour o f taking this Poft twice, and afterwards to keep i t ; very much 
to the Di{fatisfa6lion, as well as Prejudice o f the Enemy, to whom it had 
been o f fingular Service.

T h e  fame D ay, the Duke of Marlborough ' the following Letter t o  

the Earl o f Manchejier, in Anfwer to one from his Lordftiip, wherein he 
had informed his Grace, how much the jF>f»r^*Minifter at had mif*
reprefented the State o f the War in the Netherlands^

M y L o r d ,  From the Camp at Amongies, Aug. 16, 1708. A  Lettcf
“  I HAVE received the Honour o f your E xcellency’s Letter o f the Third 'fom the 

•“  Inftant, and do not much wonder, that the Minifters fliould be in-
“  ftruded, to ufe the fame Artifice with you, they have fo long praftifed to fhcEaH 
“  in other Parts. 1 hope the Succefs o f the Siege we have fince undertaken, of Mancht- 

will farther convince your Senate, in a little Tim e, how much they wercA'"- 
at firft impoied upon. T h e Tretiches were opened before L ijk  the 
Twenty-fecond, and Mr.Cardonnel will inform you o f the Progrefs that 
lias been made fince.”  I  am, & c.

M a r l b o r o u g h .

On the Twenty-feventh, the Befiegers began to play upon the Tow n, . 
from four Batteries, one of Forty-four Cannon, another o f Thirteen, a Third  
of Eleven, and a Fourth o f twelve Mortar-Pieces, and e i^ t  Hawbitzersi 
Monfieur Roujfet fays, fixty-feven Cannon, twenty Mortar-Pieces, and fix- 
tcen Hawbitzers. A l l  thefe Batteries playing togkher, made a terrible 
Firing; infomuch, that it foon llacken’d that o f the Befieged, which till 
then had been very brisk ; for they had one Hundred Pieces of Cannon, and 

y  thirteen Mortars mounted in the City. Neverthelefs, they left no Stone 
! unearned, to retard the Approaches o f the Befiegers i and as* the Garrifon 

Were very numerous, they difputed every Inch o f Ground with great Ob- , 
ftinacy. T he 'I’wenty-eighth, the Befieged attack’d, and took a M ill, near

• * St%
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St. Andrew's Gate, in which they made fomc Prifoners j but they were ob- 
li<];ed to abandon it again that very NightV by Reafon o f the terrible Fire 
oi:' the Beiieged; and becaufe/Day coming on, they had not had Time to 
intrench themfeives. The Twenty-ninth, the Befieged fet Fire to the M ill, 
and abandon’d that Port j Monfieur RouJJct, however, fays, in Contradidtion 
to this, that the Befiegers took it again the N igh t foiiowing, and carry’J 
on thither a Branch of the Trenches^ to prevent the Enem y’s returning 
to it.

T h e  fame Night, the Confederates began to play from another Battery 
 ̂ o f four G uns; and on the Thirtieth, another Battery o f eight Guns was

raifed, and all this while, the Saps and Trenches were-advanced with all 
the Succefs the Befiegers could expeft, or wilh. On the Thirty-firll Co­
lonel Rcchteren was killed in the Trenches. Between the Firft and Seventh 
o f September, N . S. every Thing went very much in B'avour o f the Cofi/e- 
deratesy and Deferters, about this Tim e, reported, that the Breach was very 
w ide; that the Ditch w a s  almoft filled with the Ruins o f the W all, and 
that the Marftial de Bouffiers perceiving, that the Tow n would foou fall into 
the Hands o f the Jlllies, had ordered a good Part of his beft Cannon to be * 
removed into the Citadel. (Jpon this Advice, Prince Eugene caufed the 
neceflary Preparations to be made, for attacking the Counterfcarp, on the 
Seventh. But, before we give an Account o f this A d io n , it w ill not be 
improper to relate what was doing, in the mean Tim e, with the Grand 
A rn iy, under the Command o f the Duke o f Marlborough, and with that of 
the Enemy, under the Dukes o f Burgundy, Berwick, and Vendofme,

Motions of T h e  latter did all they could to make, at leaft, a Shew, o f attempting to 
the Enemy’s raife the Siege. T o  this End, the Duke of Berwick marched, the T\v.enty- 
Army, Augujl^ N . S. with all his Forces, from Mortagne to Bojfu, between

Conde and Monsy where he halted till the T w en ty-eigh t; and that Morning 
he marched by Mons, towards Soignies. On the other Hand, the Duke of 
Burgundy, having left five Battalions, and three Squadrons in Bruges, and 
tw elve Battalions, with feven Squadrons in Ghent, under the Command of 

, the Count de Ja Motte, pafTed the Scheld the Twenty-feventh at Five in the
Morning, near Ghent, marched in three Columns towards the Detider, in­
camped at Pottelburg^ and,marched, on the Twenty-eighth, to AHnovc.

Motions of T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, who continued ftill incamped zt Amojigies, 
the Duke having Intelligence o f thcfe Motions ‘ o f  the French, gave Orders, the 

’Twenty-eighth, that his A rm y flieuld be ready to march, upon the firing 
of three Pieces o f Cannon ; and, in the mean Time, detach’d the Earl of 
Athlone, with fifteen Hundred Men, to obferve the Enemy. Hereupon, 
that General advancing towards Leufe, fell in with a Hundred Horfe, de­
tach’d from the Duke of Berwick's A rm y, whom they defeated, and took* 
thirty Priforiers: However, this did not hinder the Duke o f Berwick from 
advancing to Enghien. T he Enemy’s Forces being thus ready to join, on 
either Side the Dender, the Duke o f  Marlborough Tent a Reinforcement of 
fix Hundred Men to Aethy and as a Convoy o f feven Hundred Waggons, 
laden with Provifions, and Ammunition, were about fetting out from thence, 
for the Arm y, and the Siege, Lieutenant-General Rofs was ordered, the 
Twenty-ninth in the Evening, with two Thoufand five Hundred Horfe, to 
cover tneir March to the Camp, where ̂ hey arrived in Safety^ on the T h ir­
tieth in the Morning.

T h e  Duke having Advice, at the fame Tim e, that the Enemy’s A rm y 
would certainly join between the Dender and the Scheld, by which they 
Ihewed, that they had no Intention to aft in Brabant, ordered the Confede­
rate Army to decamp from Amongics; which being done accordingly, they 
repafs’d the Scheld at Pottes, and Efcanape, and came to their old Camp at 
Helchin, with the Right near Font d'Efpierre, and the Le/t at Jvelghem.

Xht Frtnch T h ey were fcarce arrived'in their Camp, when his Grace received farther j 
Armici join. Intelligence, jthat the Duke o f Burgundy had paffed the Dender that Morn- f  

 ̂ ing at Ninove; and having joined the Duke o f Berwick, all their Forces, 
t-o the Number, as it was reported, o f two Hundred and eight Squadrons,

< ' ard '•
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and one Hundred and twenty-fix Battalions, marched together to LeJJineSt in 
the W ay to Hour nay.

B y all the Circumftances o f thefe Marches, it was pretty apparent, that FartherM o- 

the Defiffn o f  the Enemy was to attempt the Raifing o f  the Siege. T h e tions of both 

Duke o f  Marlboroughy therefore, confidering that his A r n ^  was now greatly Armies, 
inferior to that o f the Enem y, difpatch’d feafonable Orders to Ueneral 
Fa^eh to make all poflible Expedition to join him, with what Forces could 
be fpared out o f Dutch Flanders, and Brahant: And, upon A dvice that the 
Enemy were advanced between Antoine and Tournay, the Duke marched, 
the Thirty-firft in the Afternoon, to Tempieuve, and encamped with the 
Right to IV îllem, p d  the L e ft  to Ponf-a-Chin. T h e  Firft o f September, the 
Duke contmued his M arch; and having paffed the Marque at Pont-a-Trefn, 
incamped with the Right at Antreulle, the L eji at Anjiain, and the Head 
Quarters at Peronne, in the Plains o f Lijle,

T h e  Troops were no fooner come into this Camp, than the Duke o f 
Marlborough went Vo Prince Eugene’’s Quarters, before Lijle-y and having 
dined with his Highnefs, and the other Generals, returned in the Evening 
to his Camp. T h e next M orning, Prince Eugene came to Peronne, and 
rode out with his Grace, the Duke o f  Marlborough, Monfieur d'Attver- 
querque, and th^ other Generals, to the Right o f the Line^ to view the 
Ground about Phalempin, and to mark out a Line for the Army to form 
themfelves in Battalia, and expe£t the Enemy, in cafe they fhould think fit 
to hazard a Battle, in order to relieve the C ity  o f Lijle. A t  Tw o in the 
Afternoon, they all returned to his Grace’s Quarters, where .King 
and the Landgrave o f  Hejfe-CajfeI, were arrived, fome T im e  before, from 
the Siege: A l l  thefe Princes, together with the Deputies o f the States, the 
Hereditary Prince o f HeJfe-CaJJel, and feveral ofther General Officers, having 
been entertained at Dinner by the Duke, th ey returned, in the Evening, to 
the Camp before Lijle.

T h e  lame Morning, the Enemy’ s whole Arm y pafs’d the Scheld, in five T h e Enemy 

Columns, above and oelow Tournay; and encamped with the Right at Blan- 
fiain, and the L ^ t  at Villemau, from whence the Duke o f Burgundy fent a 
Spy, to endeavour to get into Lijle^ and inform the Marflial de Boufflers, 
that their A rm y being on this Side Tournay, he might depend upon being 
relieved j but he fell into the Hands o f the Confederates. The next D ay, 
the Enemy mov’d towards Orchies, and the Source o f the Marque; lay that 
N ight on their Arms, and continu’d their March’ the Fourth towards Mont 
tn Pevilky and the Opening into the Plains o f Lijle, between the Marque, 
and Phalampin. Hereupon, the Duke o f Marlborough, in Hopes, as well as 
Expeftation of an Engagement, ordered the Confederate A rm y to march to 
the Ground mark’d out for them, and there to form themfelves in Battalia, 
between Noyelles Peronne i where they continu’d till Noon, and incamped 
in the fame Ground, the Baggage being removed, in the mean Time, to 
the Camp before Lijle.

T o w a r d s  Evening, the French advanced yet nearer the Confederate Camp; Tiic Duke 

and having Ipread a Report, that they would immediately attempt to raife 
Siege,, the Duke o f  Maflborough dtew np his Arm y again on the Fifth, at 
Break o f Day, in order to give them B attle; having been joined, the £ven- ’em a warm 
ing before, oy Prince Eugene, with feventy-two, fome Accounts fay, feventy- Reception, 

fix Squadrons from the Siege, and twenty-fix Battalions; with which King 
■̂ vgujlus, and the Landgrave o f  Hcjfe-Cajfel, came as Volunteers. Theie 
Troops, which were brought by Prince Eugene, were pofted on the Right

the Line, with the Pru^ans  ̂ the Englijh and Danes on the L eft, and the 
L n̂tch and Hanoverians in the Centre. A ll the Cavalry were drawn up in 

L in es; and the Infantry formed a third Line behind the H o rfe; which 
I^Hpofition was judged th'e moft proper, as they wer^ in a Plain. T o  cover 

ĥe Flank of, the Arm y, twenty Battalions were pofted on each W in g  ; and 
'■behind them, as many S^adrons, as a Corps de Referve. If we may believe 
the Memoircs du Prtnce Eugene, the Confederate A rm y then conAlt-ed o f two 
Hundred and thirty-fix Squadrons, and one Hundred and tw elve Battalions; *

6 K  and
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and the Enemy’s A rm y were ftronger by fourteen Battalions, and two Squa­
drons ; but other Accounts make the Superiority o f the Enemy much larger. 
Count NgJfaH-ff^ ôndcnbur b̂, with his B rip d e, was pofted in the Village of 
Entiersy or Antics, which was at the Head o f the A rm y, and by which the 
Enemy muft pafs: And the A rtillery  was placed in the moll convenient 
Places, and thofe which were moft eypofed in the Front. T h e Generals 
repaired to their refpeftive Pofts, in eager Expeftation o f receiving the 
E n em y; and Lieutenant-General Fagel, having marched with incredible 
Speed, joined the Confederate A rm y the fame Morning, with feven Batta­
lions, and as many Squadrons. T he Jllies had the more Reafon to believe 
at was the Enem y’s DeCgn to give»them Battle, becaufe they had Intelli­
gence, that the Duke o f Fendo^e, who had advanced, the N ight before, 
with his Van-Guard to Phalampin, but a Leae;ue from xhs: Confederate A rm y, 
had received thirty Pieces o f heavy Cannon Trom Douayy beiides the Field- 
Pieces he had before. T h ey  were fo near, the next Morning, that the A l­
lies could hear theit- D rum s; and they made feveral Motions, which heigh­
tened the Expeftation o f the Confederates.

The Enemy I t  was a falfe A larm , however; for though the Troops o f the jellies con- 
dcclinefight- (-ĵ u’d in Order o f Battle, till Ten a Clock, and never did Men fliew a 
they arê da- greaterEagernefs to engage; the Enemy, notwithftanding all their Boatting, 
ted to it. and their great Superiority, did not think fit to appear; and yet the Confe­

derate Generals had defignedly left open all the Pafles, through which they 
were to come, and formed themfelves open and unguarded, on purpofe, as 
it  were, to dare them to fight. I f  the Enemy had really deligned to hiave 
liazarded a Battle, for the R elief o f LiJJe  ̂ they could not have wifti’d for 
a better Opportunity ; but it appeared now evidently, that they were re- 
fo lv ’d not to run any Rifque, and that all their Motions were only intended 
to give the Allies unneceffary Trouble, and delay the Progrefs of the Siege, 
t y  keeping them in a continual Alarm. T h e Tents were ordered, there­
fore, to be pitch’d again, and Prince Eugene''s Detachment returned to the 
Camp before Lijle, fome Imperial and Hejfian Horfe only excepted : The 
Prince himfelf, after having dined with the Duke o f Marlborough^ in Com­
pany with K ing ^ugujius, and the Landgravcy returned, in the Evening, to 
the Siege.

T h e Duke 'T h e Duke o f Marlborough^ judged now rightly, that the Enemy (as we 
”VY*thf  ̂ have obferved above) never dengned, in Earneft, to hazard an Engagement; 
up̂ in but that their whole Intention was only to fatigue the Confederate Troops 
trenchment by continual Motions, to ftreigbten them in Forage, and by thefe Means 
bsiorc his {.q  lengthen out the Siege; wherefore, his Grace ordered a Hundred Men, 

out o f each Battalion, to be em ploy’d in throwing up an Intrenchment in 
the Front o f his A rm y, from the M ill o f  Noyelles, to that o f  Fret in ; where 
the Infantry w'ere ranged in two Lines, ancf the Cavalry on the Wings, ft) 
two Lines, the Village o f SecUn lying before the Line. This WorK was 
finifli’d the Eighth of September, N . S. and not only fecured the Duke of 
Marlborough !̂- A rm y from any fudden Surprize, but left the Befiegers at 
L iberty to carry on their Attacks, without any Interruption.

T w o  Days before, the Enemy made a great Forage, and their Work­
men were employ’d in preparing, opening, and enlarging the Roads about 
their A rm y, which continu’d incamped between Mont en Seville and Me- 
grigny: From thence they detach’d thirty Squadrons, on the Seventh, which 
marched by Hournay\ with Defign to intercept a Convoy coming from Bruf-r 
fels, guarded by a Body o f Troops, under the Command of* L ie u te n a n t- 

General Pascal. Hereupon, the Duke of Marlborough^ detach’d thirty Squa­
drons, the fame Evening, under the Conduft o f  the Earl o i  ■ Albemarle, 
Major-General U^ittinghoff, and three Brigadiers; with Orders to advance 
as far as Gramontj to meet the Convoy, which was brought in Safety to 
Mentn four Days after.

T h e  Ene- Qn the Eighth, theEnlsmy advanced with their Foragers, fuftained by fe- / 
Mr/dHven* Regirpents, within a Quarter of a League oi' Fretin, where the Duke of
back tot^tu had his Quarters. His Grace was at Dinner, when News was
Camp. brought
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brought o f  this Infuk ; upon which, Lieutenant-General ffood, who hap»- 
pen’d to be at T able with the Duke, exprefs’d an earncit Defire to drive 
them to their Camp, demanding only two EngUjh Battalions for that Pur- 
pofe. His Grace granted his Requeft, and ordered the Regiments of How, 
and Sir Richard l  emple, to attend him on this Occafion. They march’d 
im m ediately; and being animated by the Duke of Argyk^ the Earl o f 
Stairs, and Major-General ff^ebb, who went with them as Volunteers, fell 
upon the Enemy with fuch Fury, that they drove them as far as Emievdin, 
whtre they had pofted fome Infantry, in a Chateauj which was incompafs’d 
with two Ditches. ,

T h e  Englijh attempted to diflodge them from thence, and to that End 
attack’d the Enemy with Abundance o f Bravery. But the Duke o f P'cn- 
dofme, giving Orders to all his Grenadiers, and the Piquet o f  Six Brigades, 
which were incamp’d in the Front o f his A rm y, near Pont- a Marque, to 
fupport the Tro<y>s in the Chateau  ̂ the two Batalions were obliged
to retire, before *(0 very fuperior a Force, with the Lofs o f about two Hun­
dred M en, and fix or leven Officers k ill’d or wounded. I'h ey gained their 
Point firft, however, in difturbing the Enemy’s Foragers, and driving them 
back to their Camp. W e ftiall now leave the Duke o f  Marlborough in his 
lntrcnchment£^ and return to the Siege.

A l l  the neceflary Preparations having been made, as we obferved above, Preparation* 

for ftorming the Counterfcarp, the Seventh in the Evening, the Trenches forming

were relieved by L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l w i t h  two M ^or-Generals, and 
ten Imperial and Palatine Battalions; upon which, the follow ing Difpofi- 
tions were made for that Attack, E igh t Hundred Grenadiers, iupported 
by the fame Number o f Fufiliers, with two Thoufand Workmen, and thirty 
Carpsnters, dcfigned for cutting down the Paliflades, were commanded for 
the Attack on the Right, between the Lower Deyle and St. Andrew'% Gate, 
under the Direction o f Monfieur des Roques. Sixteen Hundred Grenadiers, 
fupported by the fame Number of Fufiliers, two Thoufand Workmen, and 
thirty Carpenters, were ordered for the Left, between the Deyle and St.
Magdalen^ Gate, under the Dire£Vion o f Monfieur D u  M ey: Befides the 
'JCioops in the Trenches, two Thoufand Men from the grand Army  were 
em ploy’d in this A ttack, having been detach’d from thence for that Purpofe, 
under the C'ommand o f Brigadier Sabine.

E v E x r  T h in g  being ready, a terrible Fire was made from the Batteries; 
and about Eight a Clock, the Signal being giv^n, a general Difcharge was 
made. Hereupon, the Troops defigned for the Attack on the Left, march’d 
out o f the Trenches with great Intrepidity, and admirable Order. They T h e  Attack 

went diredly up to the Pali/Tades, from whence they drove the E n em y; made, 
and feveral o f  them leaping into the Cover’d W ay, put to the Sword all 

"the French they found there, excepting four Officers, and a very few Sol­
diers, who were taken Prifoners. V¥hilft they were making their Lodgment 
near the Paliflades, the Befieged fired furioufly upon them, and fprung four 
Mines, which did copfiderable Execution. However, Con/e derates lodg’d 
themfelves on the Saliant A n gle  o f the Counterfcarp o f the Horn-Work, and 
on the Angle o f the Tenaillc. On the other Hand, the Troops who were com­
manded on the Right, attack’d the Enemy wich the fame Courage and Sue- Its Succefs. 

refs; and lodg’d themfelves, likewife, on the Saliant A n g le  o f the Counter­
fcarp o f the Horn-Work, and on the T o p  o f the Ditch o f the Tcnailles, on 
the Banks o f the Lower Deyle, between the two Attacks: Befides all this, 
the Communications towards the Breaches were conliderably advanced.
The Lofs of the ylllies, in this A d ion , was very great, as our Readers
may fee by the following Letter, from one o f t-he chief Engineers des
Roques.

O h Ftiday, the Seventh Inflant, v̂ e made n̂ AfTault on the Counter- Monfieur

. "  fcarp, about half an Hour paft Seven in the Evening. T w o  Thoufand Ac-
“  four Hundred Grenadiers, and as many Fufiliers, fuflain^d hy twelve 
“  Battalions, being commanded to make the Lodgment on the Glacis we *

attack’d
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attack’d the whole Front, 'ikiching from the Horn-work before Magda~ 
lerCs Gate, along the Ravelin and Tenailles, as far as the other Horn-work,

“  on the Right ot the Lower Deyle. A fter an obftinate Struggle o f about 
h alf an Hour, during which the Enemy fprung four large Mines, which 

•* which deftroy’d Abundance o f our M en, we obliged them to retire 
into their Capital Works, from whence they made a terrible Fire, 
for fome Hours. But as we had the Misfortune, upon our advancing 
towards the Enemy, out o f the Trenches, to lofe the fix Engineers, 

** who were to direct the Workmen, appointed to make the Lodg-
• ** ment on the Ravelins,» and before the Breaches, the faid Workmen

difperfed themfelves under the Covert o f the N ig h t; infomuch, that 
•• we could not maintain ourfelves, but only on the Angles o f the Glacis o f 

the two Horn-Works, and o f the Tenailk . This unhappy Accident de- 
lays the Reduction o f the T ow n, which may yet hold out eight or ten 

“  Days. W e had two Thoufand M en either k ill ’d or wounded in the A t- 
** tack ; amongft whom are fixteen Engineers, either in Ordinary or Extra- 

ordinary. W e have raifed two Batteries on the Glacis o f the Horn- 
W ork, on the Rightj  and of the Tenaille j and in a D ay or two, we lliall 

«* ereft another; in order to ruin effeftually the Foot o f the Breach, which 
“  the Enemy repair every Night. Yefterday, in the Afternoon, the Ene- 

m y made a Sally, w ith Dengn to deftroy a Sort o f a G allery, which we 
are drawing from the A n gle  o f the Horn-W ork at Magdakn^s Gate, di- 
re£lly to the Breach, that we may not be obliged to make a fecond A f- 

** fault upon the Out-W orks; but our Regiments in the Trenches repulfed 
the Enemy with great V igour, and killed Abundance o f thefr Men. W e 

"  expeft, with Impatience, a Convoy o f Ammunition, which is coming 
“  from Bruffels very feafonably, for we are in great W ant thereof. • Laft 
** N ight, we lodged ourfelves in the Cover’d W a y ; and this N ight, we 
“  fhall work on a Battery o f thirty Pieces o f Cannon, in order to widen 

the Breach. T h e  Battery o f eighteen Guns, having fired To-day with 
“  Succefs, we may make an A ttack, this Evening, upon one o f the Horn- 
“ ■ W orks.”  1 am, & c .

From the Camp before Lifle, RCQiJES.
Septemb. lo , 1708.

The two T h e  Marflial de BoufflerSf in the Account he gave the King his M after 
chxf Engi- o f this A ftion , pretends, that the A ll ie s  had adlually two Thoufand Men 
ncers dif- k iH e d  in the A tta ck ; and that, according to the common W a y o fC o m - 

putation, they muft confequently have had double the Number wounded; 
and we find the fame W ay o f Reckoning in the Marquis de ^ /» ry ’s R ela­
tion: But that thefe Computations are largely made, is beyond all Contra-^ 
diftion ; though Monfieur Roujfet, indeed, allows two Thoufand fix Hun- * 
dred and fixty-feven, either k ill ’d or wounded, befides three Engineers 
k ill ’d, and eleven wounded. King Augujius o f  Poland  ̂ Prince Eugene, the 
Prince o f Orange, and the Hereditary Prince o f Heffê  were in the Trenches 
during the whole Aftion, and were Eye-WitnelTes o f the Intrepidity with 
which the Attack was carried on.

Monfieur A b o u t  this Tim e, a Mifunderftanding arofe between the two Direftors 
Chamtllard Qf A ttacks; which, with the W ant o f Ammunition, and the vigorous 
Enemy’°   ̂ '  Defence made by the Befieged, did not a little delay the Progrefs oi the
Camp. s ie g e : However, it was- daily carried on with fome Succefs, though not fo

much as could have been wiflied. On the Tenth, the Duke or Marlbo­
rough went to the Camp before L ijle ; and having viewed the A p p r o a c h e s ,  

and dined with Prince Eugene, return’d to his Quarters at Fretin: T he fame 
D ay, Monfieur de Chamillard, his Moji Chrijiian Majcjty^% Prime Miflifter, 
came to the Enem y’s A rm y.

V a r i o u s  were the Reports, which were fpread, concerning the O c c a f io n  

o f his Journey; fome would hare it, that it was to compofe c e rta in  D i f f e ­

rences, which were faid to have arifen between the Dukes o f Fendofme and
• Berwick i others, that it was only to communicatc to them the French

K ing’s
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King’s laft Inftruftions, about the R e lie f o f Lijle. T h e latter o f thefc 
Conje£^^ures feems to have been the moft probable; for the next Morning, 
after they had held a Council o f  W ar, their Troops began to be in Motion ; 
and about T w o  in the Afternoon, advanced to the V illage o f Etitiers, in 
the Centre o f the Con/ederate A m y ,  defigning to make themfelves Mafters 
o f that P o ft; but the Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ having forefeen their Defignj 
had placed two Brigades o f  Foot there very feafonably, under the Com­
mand o f the Brigadiers Evans and ff^ertmnller, and caufed fome Works to 
be thrown up about the Village.

U p o n  the Enemy’s advancing, in the nioft exaft Order, towards the In- The French 

trenchments o f the Allies^ it was not at all qucftioned, but they were refo- makeaSl^ 
lutely bent upon a general A ttack; wherefore, the Duke o f  Marlborough 
im m ediately ordered his Tioops to their Arms, and the Regiments were \ates! ‘ 
commanded to their rcfpeftive rofts, behind their Intrenchments. Prince 
Eugene, having likewife Intelligence o f the Enemy’s Motions, joined his 
Grace, with about the fame Number o f Squadrons and Battalions as he had 
before. Orders were lent at the fame T im e, to the Earl o f  Jflbemarle, 
who was then between Ondenarde and Menin, with the Cgnvoy to return to the 
Camp, with the^utmoft Exp^ltion. AboutFour in the Afternoon, the Ene-* 
my began to cannonade the Confederate Camp, with great Fury, from forty 
Pieces o f Cannon, direfting their Fire chiefly againft the Village o f Entfcrs; 
they were anfwered by the A rtillery planted on the Intrencliments j which 
continued till it was dark.

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and Monfieur d'Jluverquerque venture 

ftaid in the Field all N ight, and the TrooDS which lay upon their Arm s,
•were drawn up again'in Order o f Battle next Morning. About Seven, the Ene-nading.”"̂ ”* 
my renewed their cannonading, with between thirty and forty Pieces, moft 
of them twenty-four Pounders} and the Allies did the like, with almoft e- 
qual Execution on both Sides. About Noon, the Earl o f joined the
Arm y with his Detachm ent; and by all Circumftances, the Confederate Ge­
nerals ftill thought that the Enemy intended aftually to attack themj but 
finding the contrary, atLeiigth, towards the Evening, the Troops were order­
ed to incamp, in fuch a Manner, that they might have been immediately in 
Readinefs to have received the Enemy, i f  they fhould have attempted any 
thing farther: And in the N ight, the Works about the V illage of^Entiers 
were repaired, and new ones added, for the better Security o f that Place;

T h e  Enemy made a Motion the fam? N ight, extending their L eft to FartherMo- 
Seclin, and placing their Right to the Marque \ wherefore, the Duke of tion» of both 
Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, perceiving now plainly that the Enemy’s Armies. 
Dcfigns extended no farther, than to delay the Storming o f the Outworks o f 
Lijle, and confiderin^ that his Grace’s Camp was o f fufncient Strength, like- 
wife concluded that his Highnefs Ihould return, on rfic Thirteenth to the Siege.
The two Armies remained in the fame Situation on the Fourteenth ; when the 
French Generals having held a Council o f  W ar, wherein they confidered how 
impra£ticable it was, to attack the Confederates  ̂with any Appearance o f Sue- •
cefs, refolved to cut off their Communication with Jieth, and Brujfels, by 
making themfelves Mafters of all the Paffcs on the Scheld. A  Confpiracj)  ̂ A  ConfpW- 
was difcovered at this Tim e, which was to have favoured this Projeft, this cy to deliver 

was to deliver up j 4cth to Lieutenant-General yllveldo* The chief Contriver 
and Promoter of the Plot, was, Monf. Le Grand, Comptroler o f the F o r t i - * 
fications, who fled to Mons, upon its being difcovered} but his W ife and 
Servants were apprehended.

T h e  Enemy hoped, and indeed not without good Reafon, to have di- 
ftrefs’d the Confederate Arm y fo much, by this new Schcme, that Prinde 
Eugene fhould have been obliged to have raifed the Siege} and purfuant, 
thereunto, they be^an to move the Fifteenth, by break o f Day, without Beat 

, of Drum ; their Right extending to Orchies, and their Left lo  Ribancourt.
^̂ pon Notice hereof, the Duke .o f Malborough, ordered the A rip y  under hi^
Command, to be ready to march, the Sixteenth, with Intent to obfervethe 
Army ; who, having put feveral Battalions, that D ay into Doway, continued *
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their March in four Columns, h^^A^uchin, :S,v\d-̂ Bachy, dir<.fl]y towards 
Tournay  ̂ Heretipon, his Grace, made,a imall placing hisi^/^/^ ac
^eronne, his heft at Forets on the and his fi<;ad Qj^urtei s zt Sjinghin,
Here he received Intel Kgence, that, a Lqiivo)’ oi a Hu: drcd V\ aggons, ladc(> 
■with C>nnon Ball for thq Siege, arrived the Day before at uud^nJtcicy fjom 
^eth y •under, a Guard, of one Tboufand two Hundred Foot, conomanded by 
Colonel F rd ci notwithftanding all the ^ ntm ys ,^,rideavours to iinrercept it. 

]\Totion» of A t  the fame Tim e, Brigadier.CMw/oj, march’d', ten Squadrons o f Horf<> 
the Enem)’s to OuJenarde, where he was to be joined by fuch anothtAr Det^chtrK'nt froni 
Army. Prince Arm y, there being already fix ,̂at;raJions in that Town :

0 And upon Intelligence, that Coum de Ja AJotte, wjth all thj; 7 >oops he couki
draw together in Flanders, ŵ as nwrch’d {rom.ijhn{t to IsHnpvi, the Duke o f 
Marlborough fent Orders to Major-General Ahrtuy^ x.o haft/?n with moft o f 
the Forces in Dutch Flanders  ̂ to BiuJJeh^iqv ^e.yecurity ot that City. The 
Enemy incamp’d, the Sixteenth, in the Evening, with t̂hcir Right to the 
R ivulet Le Chin, and their L e j’t extending towar-ds Fioimcnt. T h e next 
Morning, they pafled- '̂he over feveral Bridges they had laid above
and below louinay , and continued the Eighteenth, in their Camp along 
that River, from the Mount of the Tfinity, b(?)'ond Fottes,

T h e  fame Day, the Duke o f Marlhoromh's Army decamped from Sain- 
having pafTed the Marque at Pont a Trejhi, and Fotet, incamp’d with 

the Right at IVillm , the Left at Fas a P'afne, a Rivulet which runs into the 
Schcld, and the Head-Quarters at Templeuve. As his Grace was upon this 
March, he received Intelligence, that the Enemy had laid Bridges over the 

And of the (̂̂ ĉld, IVarcoin and P ffy , and were fortifying thofe V illages, jn
Confederates. Order to keep open a Communication with the  other Side o f the River, ar.cl 

annoy the Confederate Convoys, Oudcnui de av.d Cou>tray\ Where­
fore, he commanded Lieutenant-General Dedem, to march the Nineteenth, 
at Break o f Day, with all the Grenadiers o f the Arm y, and thirty-fix 
Field-tieces, and endeavour to dillodge them : Accordingly General Dedem 
did fo, and upon the firft Appearance of the advanced Guard, the Enemy 
abandoned thefe two Villages, retired to the other bide o f the Scheldy 
and took up their Bridges.

The Enemy On the Twentieth, the y l̂Ues, made a fmall Motion, incamping with the 
fortify their Right at Hem, and Foret, near the Marque, the Left at Leers, and the Head- 

Quarters at Lannoy: In the mean W hile, the Enemy having fent fomo
■ ’ . Brigades, to poft themfelves between Oudenardc, and Ghent, took all poflible 

Care, to fecure the Paffes on the Schcld, by carting up Intrenchments, and 
erefting Batteries in feveral P laces; they alfo threw up a Line from the 
H ill near Oiidenarde to Ename\ whereby that Place was entirely doled in 
on that Side the Scheld, and not only all Communication b etw een ^ ri^ ’A,, 
and the Confederate Arm y cut off, but they were quite feparated from all 
Intercourfe with Holland. Thefe Lines were about feventy M iles in Extent, 
and in fome Places, near Oudenarde, they had more the Appearance o f the 
Ramparts o f a Fortrefs, than of ordinary Lines.

I n  the mean W hile, the Siege of though it did not advance fofaftas 
cou’d have been wifh’d, was carried on with great Refolution, Courage, and 
indefatigable Diligence; and the Continuation of the fair W eaiher, made fome 
Amends, for the many. Difficulties, with which the Allies were forced to 
ftruggle, in other Refpefts. On the Tw elfth, about Nine in the Morn­
ing, whilft the Enemy were cannonading the Arm y, under the
Duke o f Marlborough, as we have obferved before, the Befieged being wil­
ling to take Advantage, o f the Abfence o f Prince Eugcjic, and the Prince of 
(' r̂ange-NaJifau, o f whofe Bravery and Conduft, they were already too fen- 
lible by woful Experience, fa lly ’d out o f the Town in great Numbers, with 

The Enemy Colours at Noon-Day, and attacked the IVenches, on the Left, in 
make an un-fix different Places; having, befides, another Body of Troops, in the co- 
fuccefsfui vered W ay, ready to fultain them. But before they could do any Damage,
Sally. except the deftroying a few Gabions, they were ingaged by the neareil Bat-

" taiions in the Trenches, and obliged to retreat, in great Difordcr.
I k
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I n  the mean Tim e, th '̂ Dake oiBurgundy bein« uneafy, to know in what 
Condition the Place and Ciarrifon were in, for a farther Defence, em ploy’d 
for that Purpofe, one Dubois, a Captain, in the Re ĵjiment o f Bcauvuijrs, 
who undertook to get into the Town, and bring that Prince the Account,
Avhereof he was fo defirous. Accordingly, thisOfficer, having gotundifcovered A l»<>Id At-
•tb the Place, where he pro^ofed to make the Attem pt, Itript himfelf Hark
Kaked» and having hid his Cloaths, fvvam over fcn-en Canals and Ditches, ccr”  ̂ ^
^nd in that manner, got fa'fe into the Town. Having effe6led his Bufinefs,
he returned the fame VV̂ ay, artd finding his Cloaths again, brought the Duke
o f Burgundy a Letter from the Marlhaj dt Bonflers; which was fo contrived,
that he carried it in his Mouth, fecure from being damaged by the Water. *

E v e r y  Thing being in great Readinefs, by the Tenth, Prince Eugene gave a  Storm of 

-Ordefs, to make the neceirary-Preparations, for Storming the O utworks; the Out- 
that is, from the Right Attack, the Horn-work t)t St. /̂zJ/tTX)’j-Gafe j 
that Part of thcTetfailk which lay next that A tta c k ; the Covered-/^ay in 
the Front o f the Breach, and the P/c/rf c / ' b e f o r e  the R avelin; and 
the Horri'lVot k : And from the Left Attack, that Part o f the Tcnaitle on 
that Side, and the Count'erfcu)p, to the Ravelin, from St. Magdalen^s-Gzt.(i 
to the D iy k  ; Difpofitio^ns were accordingly made fbr the Storm. Purfuant 
to thefe Difpofitions, every Thing was got ready for the Alfault, the 
Twentieth in the Evenihg; but the Enemy having found Means to burn 
Part o f the Galleries, aiid Bridges, which the Befiegers were to ufe on that 
Occafion, it was deferred till the Twenty-firrt, at about half an Hour palt 
Six in the Evening} when the Trenches were relieved by Lieutenant-General 
JVilkeSt Major-General Sacken, and Sir RichardTempkt with the ufualNum­
ber o f Battalioris.

T h e ’ Signal being given, by a general Difcharge from the Batteries, both 
of all the Mortars and Cannon, the Mines, both on the Right Left, were 
fprung with g<xxl Succefs; and the Grenadiers, thereupon, mounting the 
Breach o f xht'Tenaille, on the obliged the Enemy to retire into the
Intrenchmenc o f that W ork , and made a good Lodgment on the Brcach.
On the Left, the Beliegers poffefs'd themfelves o f a Place o f  Jlrms, on the
Counter [carp o f the Counter Guard, where they kept their Ground without
any Diilurbance; they, likewife, drove rhe Enemy out o f  the Counter/carp,
before the main Brcach : But a great Number of frefh Troops coming out
upon them, and the Officer, who commanded the. Men appointed to lullain
the Confederates, on that Side, being k ill’4 , they were obliged to abandon
two Lodgments they had made there. Hereupon, Prince Etigene, thinking
his Prefence abfolutely necelfary, to encourage the Soldiers, and prevent
the fame Misfortune, which had happened at the Attack o f the Counter-
foarp, on the Seventh, fince the Grenadiers had been repulfed, (three feve-
ral 'l'imes, i f  we may believe the Accounts) rallied them himfelf. Prince£«-
and led them on again to- the Charge. In this Aftion, his Highnefs received wound-
a Wound by a Musket-Ball, which grazing on his Forehead, above his left*' ‘
Eye, made no Frafture, but only beat oft his H at; whereupon, the Here- <•
ditary Prince of Heffe-Cajj'ely who happened to be near his Highnefs, put his 
own Hat, which had, likewife, been fhot through with a Musket-Ball, on 
Prince Eugene's Head, and prevailed on him to retire to his Quarters, and 
have his Wound dreiled. This Aftion, having been very obftinate and 
bloody, colt the Confedet ates little lefs than oneThoufand Men ; which the 
French, in their Accounts, and particularly the Marquis ^ incy, fwell to 
five Thoufand, rendered incapable o f farther Service: T o  make up this 
Lofs, the Duke o f Marlborough fent, next IDay, a Reinforcement o f four 
Hundred Britijh and PruJJtan Grenadiers to the Siege.

T h e  fame Morning, his Grace fet out from the Arm y to vifit P r i n c e  H i g h n e f s  

Eugene, and finding him ready to mount on Horfe-back, join’d his Entreaties 
. tothofe o f K ing Aiigufius, to perfiiade his Uighr/efs to keep his Chamber si^e,butre- 

a few Days, till his Wound Ihould be healed: During this Ipterval, t h e  ‘hat 
Duke o f Marlborough fultained the Weight both of the Command o f his Advice, 
own A rm y, and the Direftion o f the Siege. The States-Generaf, were fo *

. . , v^ry
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Very fenfible great a Lofs, the Death o f Prince Eugene would be to 
the Confederacy^ that they ordered their Deputies to conjure his Highnefs, 
not to be fo free, in expoling his Perfon for the future i and not only their 
High Mightinejfes, but even lome o f the Generals; advifed the Raifing o f 
the Siege; but Prince Eugene rejeded this Advicc, and perfifted in the Re- 
folution o f carrying on the Siege, even though he fhould be obliged to do

• it with only his own Troops, as long as he had a Man left.
T h e  grcateft Difficulty the Confederates had to ftruggle with in this Siege, 

Was occ^oned by the Want d f Ammunition ; and all the Paflages to Bruf- 
fels being w holly obftrufted, the Duke o f Marlhoroughy in order to open 
him felf a qevv Communication with Ojicnd, had prudently bethought himfeif 
b f  fending for the Britijh Battalions, which had been employed in fpread- 
jng an Alarm  over the Coafts o f France, under the Command o f Lieutenant- 
General Earl. Thefe Forces arrived at Ojlend, the Twenty-firlt of Sep- 
tember, N . S. and upon Intelligence thereof, the Coupt de ia Motte^ who 
had advanced with a confiderable Force towards Brujfels, with Defign to 
have furprized that Place, returned immediately to Btugesi and commanded 
three Hundred o f his M en, to cut the Dykes o f Leffinghen, in order to lay 
the Country, between Ofiend and Newport, under W ater, and thereby pre­
vent General £ar/’s having any Communication with the Duke of Marlbo­
rough. But, notwithftanding this, part o f thefe Britijh Forces, with fome 
Dutch, that were in Garrifon at Ofiend, took Poft at the Village o f LeJJing- 
hen, and began to intrench themfelves there; expefting Orders from the 
Duke o f Marlborough, what farther Service they mould go upon.

A fuccefsful ' On the Twenty-third, an Attack was made on the Tenaille, on the he/'t. 
Attack made that on the Right having been taken on the Twenty-firft : Three Hund­

red Grenadiers o f the Grand A rm y, fupported by one Hundred and* twenty 
others, and two Hundred and feventy Fufiliers were commanded for the 
Attack on the Right-, and the other Hundred Grenadiers from the Grand 
A rm y, fupported by two Hundred and eighty others, and two Hundred 
and kventy Fufiliers, for the Attack on the Le/t. A ll  Things being in a 
Readinefs, the Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ who was him felf in the Trenches, 
caufed a Signal to be made for the Attack, which was carry’d on with 
all imagin:U)Ie Vigour and SuCcefs: For having beaten the Enemy from
their Poft, they made a great Lodgment thereon, and inlarged their Lodg- 
tnents along the Cover'd IVay, without any confiderable Lofs j though the 
French pretend it amounted to near a Thoufand M en. T he fame Night, 
the Diike o f Marlborough returned to his Camp, but came back again the 
next Morning to the Siege.

A dcfperate N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  this Succefs, the Befiegers met with fo many Diffi- 
^Enemy’s Siege vvas protradted to an unufual Length ; on the othe#

‘ Hand, the Garrifon having fuftained feveral Attacks, and made all the 
W h ile a prodigious Fire, began to be in want o f  Ammunition. T h e Mar- 
fhal de Bouffien found Means, at length, to inform the Duke de Vendofme, 
that he had fcarce Ammunition left for four D a y s; this urgent Neceflity 
obliged the Enemy to hazard a bold Attempt, to fupply the Place. In or­
der thereunto, the Duke de Vendofme detach’d the Chevalier de Luxemburg, 
a Major-General, and Monfieur de Tourneforty with about two Hundred 
Carabineers, Horfe and Dragoons, who, befides their Arms, carry’d each of 
them a Fufee, and a Bag o f fixty Pound W eight o f Powder, which they 
took up at Doway. That they might fucceea the better, they put green 
Boughs in their Hats, the ufual Token o f the Confederate Troops, and ad­
vanced along the Caufe-way, which leads from Doway to Lifie. T hey were 
m et by the Out-Guards o f a Detachment o f one Hundred Horfe, which 
General Schlick, who had incamped at Pont a Trefin, fince the Duke o f 
Marlborough had removed to Lannoy, had pofted there. Thefe Guards 
challenging them, they pretended to be Germans, o f  the Duke o f Marl- 
borough'  ̂Arm y, carrying fome Prifoners to the C am p; but a fubaltern Offi­
cer having Ibme Diuruft o f them, and advancing to examine them, they

* rode full Gallop along the Caufe-way, and got into the Line of Circum-
, valjation*



vallation. Hereupon, the Cendfiels and Gunrds firing upon them, the Cott- 
Troops took the Alarm, and ran to their A rm s] and the Pu/atij^e 

Dragoons getting firft on Horleback, with incredible Speed, fell on tl^i 
Enem y, and purfued them to the Barriers o f the Town. T he Bt'fieccd 
were, at firft, backward in opening them, and fo k fc  their Men expoTed 
to the Fire o f  the Confederates', which fetting Fire to fome o f the Bags o f 
Powder, about fixty o f the Enemy, with their Horfcs, were blown up.
W e have the following Account of this A d io n , in a Letter from the He­
reditary Prince o f HejJ'e-Ctjjfel to the Sfates-Gc/iera/ j which carrying with it 
an unqueftionable A uthority, we fliall infert at large.

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

T h e  Twenty-fcventh Inftant, I did m yfelf the Honour to acquaint Lrtter of the 
your High Mightinejfesy how far the Works againft this City were ad- 
vanced ; there has been no Alteration fince: Our Men continue working, 
to perfeft the Ivlines in the Tenaillcs, and to carry on the Saps to the rll * **
Cover'd fVoy,

Y e s t e r d a y ,  towards the Evening, we heard a great Crack, which 
** we fuppofed to be the blowing up o f a Mine : H alf an Hour after, an- 
“  other Blaft*was heard; and at Midnight, there was fuch a Thundcr- 

Clap, that the very Earth was fhaken by it. 'Fhis alarmed the whole 
A r m y ; upon which, I went to the Right, from whence the Noife came, 
having firft given Orders to all the L.avalry, under my Command, ro 
faddle and mount. I found, that a large Detachment of the Enemy,

“  as your High MightineJJes may fee by the fubjoined Lift, coming from 
'•' Dowayy had endeavour’d to break through, at the Aperture o f th«
”  Lir/e o f Circumvallation, on the H igh-W ay between Doway and I^ijlt, 

where the Palatine Horfe are encamped. Part o f them having pars’d, 
and our Men putting themfelvej in a Pofture to oppofe them, tne Bags 

“  o f Powder, which moft o f  the French Horfe and Dragoons carry’d behind 
them, to the W eight o f about fifty Pound each, took Fire, which made 
a terrible-Crack amongft them. Upon this Accident, the foremoft o f 

** them fpurred on full Gallop towards the T o w n ; neverthelefs, before 
they could reach it, the fame Difafter befel them, a fecond Tim e, juft 
as they came up to the Barrier; which Jnight, in all Probability, be 

** occafion’d by the Horfes Shoes ftriking againft the Caufe-way, or by the 
Sparks o f the firft Fire that fell upon their Men, and their not being 

“  aware of it. (Other Accounts explain this by faying, ihat fome n f the 
"  Bags untying, the Powder was fcattered on the Ground, and took Fire, by 

the Horps o f  thofe who followed firiking on the Caufe-way.) ’Tis faid, 
y  that, at leaft, a Hundred Men perifh’d, in this manner, near the G a te ;

and it is likely, this was the laft Noife we heard. Between fifty and 
"  fixty  Troopers were killed upon the Spot, where they pafs’d the Line;

and it was a dreadful Speftacle, to fee the W ay ftrew’d with dead Car- 
"  caffes, Horfes, Heads, Arms, and Legs, half burnt to Pieces. The others, 

who were behind, retired as faft as they could, and I caufed them to be 
purfued; but it was impofTible to overtake them. The Troops em- 

"  p loy’d for that Purpofe, however, found upon the Road, for two Leagues 
beyond the Camp, Bags o f Powder, Sworda, Piftols, and loofe Powder, 
which {hews with what Precipitation they made their Retreat. Our 

"  HeJJian Huflars, in particular, fee Fire to a great many Bags they found 
"  on the Road, as they came back from the Purfuit. W e reckon, that 
"  about three Hundred (fome Accounts fay twelve Hundred, and Father 

D a n i e l  fwells them to eighteen Hundred) got into the Tow n; but carry’d 
too little Powder with them to counter-balance their Lofs. On the other 
Hand, it is evident, that Ammunition, which is abfolutely neceflary for 
their Defence, begins to fall fliort in the Place.*

N o  doubt but your High MightineJJes muft have had d i r ^  Advice, o f 
"  the Advantage gained by the Troops lately arrived from England, fup- 
** ported by thofo Monfieur Cadogan carry’d with him from the Arm y,

. . 6 ^  “  near
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*'-near the Canal that goes from Ofimd to Newport, over the Duke o f 'Bcv- 
** w kk\  Forces,, which attack’d them. T h e great Convoy is arrived I'ai’e 

at Menin. I congratulate your High Migktinijfcs on both thefe Accounts, 
and am, with great Refpedt,

Signed,
From the Camp before Lifle,

Septemb.39, 1708. F r e d e r i c k ,  l?rince o f  Heffe.

P . S. T he Troops which endeavoured to throw themfelves into Lijle, 
** in the Night between the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth, were com- 
“  manded by the Chevalier de Luxembiirghy and under him by Monfieur de 

Tourtiefort  ̂ and confifted o f four Hundred Horfe for thsVan, two Hun- 
dred and fifty-two Horfe-Grenadiers; two Squadrons o f Dragoons; tvro of 

** Burgundy ; one o f St. Jlignan \ two o f MortcvUle; one o f Bretecbe i two 
o f Ternau; and two o f Forceuquc.’’'

o

N . B. W e have taken fome Officers, with about twenty-five Troopers; 
** and had not one Man either k ill’d or wounded on our Side.”

T h e egre- T h e  Marquis de ^ incyt in his Account o f this A£tion, jnakes theNum- 
gious Falfity ber o f Troops, which got into the 7  own, the fame as Father Daniel affirms 
of the to be, viz, eighteen Hundred; but then, to out-ihoot the Father iri
Accountj. how, that is, to exceed him in Romancing, he adds, that they car­

ried into the Place with them, eighty Thoufand Pound o f Powder, and 
twelve Hundred Muskets. Be this as it w ill, the Attem pt was bold, ard 
w ell condu£led; and the Chevalier de Luxemburgh was rewarded for it by 
the French King, with a Lieutenant-General’s Commiffion. Am oogft the 
Officers taken Prifoners, were the Marquis de Bethune, a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
a  M ^or, a Captain, and two Subalterns; fo that they paid very dear for 
the fmall Supply o f Ammunition they threw into the T o w n ; and it was 
thought impollible for any o f them to have pafs’d the Aperture o f the Lims 
o f  Circumvallation, had not fome Officer, then upon Duty, been corrupted 
hy them.

T h e  fame D ay, the French fet out from Doway, to attempt che throw­
ing this Ammunition into Lijle^ the Confederates brought their great Con­
voy o f W arlike Stores, and other Necelfaries, fafe to Roujje/aer i after one 
o f the moft Glorious, and moft Memorable Aftions, that ever was recorded 
inH iftory; being the fame to which the Prince o f Hijje alludes, in the fore- 
coing Letter, when he mentions an Advantage obtained by the Troops lace- 
jy  arriv’d from England, & c. ft was thus: T h e Confederate Generals, having 
receiv'd Advice, that the BritiJhTrooipt were arrived at O f  end, conceived fome 
Hopes o f opening a Communication with that T o w n ; which had been cut 
off, by the Count de la Motte\ piercing the Dykes at Leffinghen, and there­
by laying a good Part o f the Country, between O^end and Newport, under 
W ater, on purpofe to prevent this Communication, as we have faid aboV'e. 
Hereupon, a Council o f  W ar was held, wherein it was refolved, to perfift 
In going on with the Siege; Prince Eugene having declar’d. That he would 
be refpoyifable fo r  the Succejs, provided he were fuppifd with Ammunition.

T h e  Duke H E R E U P O N , the Duke oi Marlborough fent feven Hundred Waggons, 
of Marlto- under a rtrong Guard, to OJlcnd; where the Dutch CommilTary, not having 

Quantity o f Ammunition that was required, borrowed fome Hundreds 
cadiinentr i^arrels o f  Powder o f General Earl. On the other Hand, his Grace, who 
to cover the returned, the Twenty-fifth o f September  ̂ to the Camp ac La?inoŷ  having re* 
great Con- cn'ved Advice, that upon the B ntijh  Troops, which had been landed at 
''ojhnT^ taking Poft at Leffinghen, the Count de la Motte, whofe firft Defign

had been to furprize Brujfelsy had been reinforced with feveral Brigades of 
Horfe, and Foot, to inter,cept the Convoy, he rightly forefaw, that the fnt 
Battalions, and three Hundred Horfe, which had been detach’d under Bri­
gadier Landibcrg, with ten Squadrons more under Bri^idier Starkenbetg, 
and fix Battalions under General Els, would not be fufficient to oppofe the

Enemy.
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Enemy. Hereupon, Major-General fVtbb, with the Brigadier Count NtiJfju 
IVoudenhurght Son to the Veldt-M arllial d*^uverquerqntt were ordered to 
march the Twenty-fixth, by Break o f D ay, with twelve Battalions more, 
to Join the above-mentioned Detachments, on the Road between Menin and 
OJteiid; and with Direftions to march as far as Ichtegemt in the Country called 
the Fratic o f Bruges, about four Leagues from Leffingben ; and, at the fame 
Tim e, Major-General Cadogan march^ed with another Detachment o f Horfe 
and Foot, to meet thfe Convoy, updn their pafling the Canal o f Bruges.

On the other Hand, Lieutenant-General Ear/y who had brought the Bri- 
tijh Forces to Ojiendy which had been defigned, at iirlt, for a Defctiint upon 
the Coafl: o f France, was not idle.* For oeing joined by a Detachment, he 
drained the W ater between OJicnd and Newport, and built a Bridge over 
the Canal o f Lcffinghen. By tliis Means, he opened a Communication with The Frtnch 
the Main A rm y, towards which the grand Convoy began their March, the at
Twcnty-fixth, in the Evening, and continued palling the Canal next Morn- 
ing. Hereupon, “a confiderable Party o f the Enemy’s Forces advanced, to 
polt themfelves at but round that Place poffefs’d by a ftrong
Detachment, whom they attack’d, but were repulfed, with confiderable 
Lofs. Being difappointed in this Attem pt, they retired to a great Body 
o f their Troops, under the Command o f the Count dc la Motte \ who had 
marchcd fiom Bruges, with Dcfign to intercept this grand Convoy o f the 
Confederates. This brought on the famous Battle and Viftory o f IVynendale, 
o f which we ftiall give our Readers an Account, as it was written by Major- 
Genenil ff^ebb\nn\{e\ .̂

B e f o r e  we proceed, however, to give  this Account, it may not be im­
proper to obferve, that the Prince ot H ^ e, in his Letter to the States- 
Gcjierul, which we have infcrted above, al^ibes the whole Honour o f thre 
Glorious A ftion to Major-General Cadogan, without fo much as mention­
ing Major-General JVebb\ and the London Gazette, of the Twentieth and 
'I wenty-third o f September, O. S. by j  wrong Information, has the fame 
Mirtake. This induced Major-General fVebb to come over to E?ig/and, to 
fct this Matter in a true L ight; and the Sixth o f O^iober, he had the H o­
nour to prcfent to her Majefty, the Relation we are now about to give our 
Readers, which was afterwards publifhcd, by Authority, in the Gazette,
On this Account, divers Reflections were caft on our Britijh Hero, who was 
efteem’d the Friend and Patron of Major-General Cadogan, as i f  his Grace 
had purpofely defigned to advance his G lory 'and Reputation, at the E x- 
pcnce o f that o f his Com petitor; but whether or no there was any Foun­
dation for this Report, we fliall not pretend to determine, ff'yncnaale, the 
Place which gave Name to this remarkable A d ion , in an inconfiderable 
Town, in Spanijh Flanders, adjoining to a W ood, called IVyncndak-fVood \

*it is hardly worth Notice, but on account o f  this memorable Battle. It is 
eleven Miles South-lFcJl o f Bruges, and twenty-eight North o f Li/le.

A  Relation o f the Battle ^ W yn en d ale, written by Major-General Webb.

A f t e r  that the Detachments, which were fent to cover the March o f Major-Ge- 
“  the W'aggons, from OJiend to the Siege o f  Lijle, had joined at I'lirout, ncial IVtbb’t 
“  the Twenty-leventh o f September, General fi^ebb, who, as eldeft Major- 
“  General, commanded in Chief, received Advice, that M zpr Savary, of*jjj vli^’ry 
“  the Regiment o f Gethem, had poifefs’d himfelf o f  the Poft at Ouden-iVynen- 
"  burgh. Hereupon, he fent fix Hundred Grenadiers, under the Command 
•' o f Colonel Prejlon, a Battalion o f Orkney’’s, under the Command o f Co- 
“  lonel Hamilton, with that o f Fune, commanded by Colonel Vogt, the 
“  W hole under the Command o f Brigadier Landsberg, to reinforce that 
“  Poft. T h e  Twenty-eighth, in the Morning, all the Cavalry, under Major- 
“  General Cadogan, were order’d to Hoglede, tp wait the A rrival o f  the 
“  C -onvoy there; except one Hundred and fifty Horfe, which had been 
“  fent the Night before, under the Command o f Count Lottum, to Ouden- 
“  biitgh, to carry Orders to the two Battalions, and fix Hundred Grena- '

diers.
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« diers, to guard the Convoy to CoH'lJcr, and afterwards to rejoin the Foot 
“  at Turout. About N o o n ,  Count returned to Turout, with Advice,
“  that, in his W ay to Ichtcg-cm, he met with an advanced Guard ot the Ene- 
“  m y’s, which he drove into the P la in ; where he obferved fixiccn Squa- 
“  drons, mounting in great Haite, on the Alarm which their Oiit-Guard 
“  gave them ; whereupon, he thought it neceffary to return, in all Hafte, 
“  to give the General an Account thereof.

“  On this Advice, all the Foot, confifting o f tSventy-two Battalions, 
Count Lottumy with his Hundred and fifty Horfe, making the advanced 
Guard, together with the Quartcr-Malters, and Grenadiers that were not 
detached, were ordered to march immediately, to gain the Village o f 
Ichtegftn, by the W ay of IVynendalc. A s foon as the advanced Guard 
reach’d JVynmdak  ̂ they pcrceivcd the Enemy, in the Opening o f the 
Plain; whereupon, the Quarter-Maftcrs, and Grenadiers, were drawn up 
in Order o f Battle. Major-General JVcbb  ̂ and Couut Na^ati-M'^oudeti' 

“  burgh, at the Head o f one Hundred and fifty Horfe,'advanced to reccn- 
7ioitre the Enemy; giving Orders, at the fame Tim e, to the Foot to ad- 
vance, and form themfelves, as fall poffible, in the Plain. Thf; Hun- 

** dred and fifty Horfe were left, at the Opening o f the P/ahi, under the 
Command of Count Lottim, to amufe the Enemy ; and t« perplex them 

“  the more, the Quarrer-Mafters, and Grenadiers, were ported in a low 
Coppice, on that Side the P la in ,  where the Enemy were expcded to 
pafs.
“ A s  foon as our Troops marched out o f the Defile, into the Plain^ 
Major-General IV'ebh drew them up in Battalia, potting them in the 
Opening, between lVymndak-JVot)d and the Coppice, on the other Side, 

“  where the Quarfer-Malters, and Grenadiers, were potted. W e had»fcarce 
“  got fix Battalions into the Opening, when the Enemy began to Cannon- 
“  nade us with forty Pieces of Cannon, whereof ten were o f three Bores.”  
{ A  Relation, printed at the Hague, the Printer in Ordinary to the States, 

from which Monjieur Rouffet feems to have copied, fays only nineteen Pieces, 
nine whei eqf were o f a tripple Bore.) “  But, notw'ithttanding the great Fire 

o f the Enemy, the Hundred and fifty Horfe bravely ttood their Ground, 
which produced the defired Efii’ed , in giving the General Tim e to form 
his Foot into two Lines. The L f t  Wing was extended beyond the Jo\v 

”  Coppice, as well to prevent the Enemy from pafi^ng that V\ ay, as to co- 
ver our Flank. On onr'Right Flank, was potted the Regiment o f Heu- 

“  kelum, in the W ood o f Wynendale \ and, on our Flank, on t h e £ ^ , were 
the Regiment of the Hereditary Prince of PruJJia, commanded by Co- 

. lonel Rhader, with Orders not to difcover themlelves, nor fire, till they 
could take the Enemy in the Flank. Some Platoons, o f Grenadiers, were 
advanced forty Paces, upon the Right and Left, with the fame Orders ;* 

“  and the Qij^arter-Mafters were alfo potted in a Road, on the L eft, that 
“  crolfed through the afore-mentioned Coppice.

“  A f t e r  three Hours Cannonnading, the Enemy advanced towards 
“  us, on the Plain, in twelve L in es; fix whereof were Foot, and fix 
“  Horfe.” {^he Hague Relation) above-mentioned, was only four Lines of 
Foot, and as many o f Horfe.) “  Hereupon, Count Lottum was ordered to 

retire, and pott him felf three Hundred Paces behind the Foot; which he 
“  did, in very good Order. T h e  French continued to march ftrait up to 

us, with forty Battalions, and fixty Squadrons.”  (The Hague Relation 
fays only forty-eight Squadrons.'} “  But the Generals perceiving they ex 
“  tended themfelves to the Right, fent Cpunt Na'ffhu to obferve their Mo- 
“  tions; who immediately ordered thither the Regiment o f Grumkau) com- 

manded by Colonel Befchefer ; and Brigadier E ltz , being come up with 
the latt Regiment, was potted on the Jiight, in IVynendale-lVood.

A b o u t  half a Quarter o f an Hour before the Engagement began, Bri- 
“  gadler with the two. Battalions, .and fix Hundred Grenadiers,
“  ■ that had bfeen detach’d, having A<lvice, that the Enemy advanced to at- 

iack U5, rejoined us, juft Tim e cppugh to form a third Line. Some Mi- 
. nutes
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-»« nutes after, the Enemy began the, m^irchir.g within one Huh-
“  dred and fifty Paccs”  Hague Rjelafmi j'ay§0 tan) ‘ ‘ o f oar Flank,
“  on the Right i where the Battalions, who had hid tbernfelves”  {Another 
jiccount fayi they lay fiat ojfs the Ground) “  according to the General’s Order,
“  and who,were not to lire, till the Flaok o f the /'>f/ff<();Came qppolite to 

them, gave them fuch a warm W elconie, that their Left Wmg fell into 
“  their Centre'  ̂ and the Regiment o f  the Hereditary Prince o f F ru ^ j,
“  which wJias polled on the Flank, o;i our Lr/t, miicl) about'the lame 
“  Diftance, -did not mifs the Opportunity, o f their Difordcr, to give them 
“  another vigorous Difcharge, whicl? put their vvhole Line in Confuiion.
“  Neverthelels, the Knemy pufli’d on, â nd put two o f our Battalions into 

Diforder; hut the S.wifs Regiment p f ^(bcmar/(,_mder the Command o f 
Colonel ^/r/!zf//*.advancir^ upon, their Horfe, tlaat were endeavouring 

“  to penetrate, engaged them long ‘̂nough to give Tim e to the General,
‘ t and Count A'ajjux, to bring up the Regiments o i GMvain^ and
‘-f Lindt boom,'" (the Rtlation d«€s tiot mmtionG^nyxiu's Regiment) “ to

fupply the Room of thofe that were, prefs'd, which was done in a Mo- 
meat. However, the Enemy, lupported by fo many Lines, made an- 
other Attemftf to penetrate; but our Battalions rather advanced than 
gavew 'ay; though the General gave Orders againft advancing, fearing 

“  left that might render the Fire pf qur Fla;^ks ufelefs. This Precaution 
had all the Succefs that cpuld be defired ; the Regiments, and Grenadiers 

“  making fuch a continual Fire, a«.forced their  ̂ two Wings upon their 
Centre ; and obliged the W hole to retire, in the greatcft Confufion: Not- 

“  withftanding all the LfFoits their Officers could m^ke, by Encouragement 
“  or Vjioience, to keep them up. So that they only fired, at a great Di- 

ftance, upon our L in es; which ours recurned, ivivancing by Platoons, as 
“  if  only at their Exercife, .with all the Order imaginable.

“  M a jc r - G e n e r a l  Cadogan, who came up fome Tim e after the A£lion 
began,.JofTered to charge the Enemy in their Diforder, with two Squadrons 

“  of H orfe; the other four, which he had lent for, not coming up till near 
“  Seven at N ight. But it w^s not thought advifable, to expofe fo fmail 
** a Number to charge the Enemy, who had brought up all their Cavalry,
"  to favour their Retreat. T h e Battle lafted two Hours, and was very 
“  hot, infomuch, that we had nine Hun r̂<.'d and twelve Officers and Sol- 
"  d'ers k ill ’d or wounded therein.”  {^Accotding to a LiJ} fcnt to the States- 
Gtner;il, f/jc A llies had three Colonels  ̂ and.two Lieutenant-Colonels, wounded y 
two Majors kiWd, and one wounded; four Captqins kill'd^ and eighteen 
■wounded; four Lieutenants kill'’d, and thirty-eight woundedone Hundred and 
eleven pt ivate Men killed, and Jix Hundred eighty wounded.) ** T h e Enemy, 

as we were affured, by L et ers fent from Ghent and Bruges, and by the 
Report o f Prifoners, and Deferters, loft between fix and feven Thoufand 
M en.”  Hague Account Jays only three or Jour Thoufand.) “  They
made their Retreat in fudi great Cpnfufion, that they left molt o f their 

“  Cannon in a W'ood, and did not carry them ol  ̂ till next Day, at Eleven •
“  a C lock; aftt.r hearing that our Convoy had pafs’d hy RouffeIaer. W e 
“  continued on the Field p f Battle till T w o a Clock the next Morning,
“  having firit carry’d off all our Wounded, and feveral o f  the Enemy.

This Vi£ft>ry is the more furprizin^ becaufe that, by reafon o f feveral 
“ • Detachments, we had not above fix Thoufand Men in the A£lion, and the 

Enemy by their own Accounts, had twenty-four Thoufand.”  Hague 
Account fays between Jix and̂  feven Thoufand, and the Enemy between twenty- 
three and twenty-four Thoufand.)

T h e  Spanifh Troops were the greateft SufFerefs in this AQiion ; they T h e  French 

niade terrible Complaints o f the French* who formed the Left W ing o f the and P̂̂ - 
Enemy’s Detachment, for not having fupported them, as they might, and 
ou^ht to have done. On the other Hand, the French, on tbeif Side, were e»cb 
as forward in complaininj; o f the Spaniards'y and a,ttributed the Mifcarriage other, 

of this Enterprize to their Want o f Courage uqd .Condud.
' 6*N , T h b
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T h e  Marquis de ^ in cy , who allows the Frcnch Detachment to have 
been greatly ftiperior to that o f the Allies, and afcribes to General fVcbb 
the whole iionour o f the Vi£lory, pretends this Misfortune was owing to 
the not duly executing the Orders given by Monfieur de la Mottc\ and lef- 
fcr.s the Number oi the K ill ’d and Wounded to two Thoufand five Hun­
dred Men : But even this i‘\ccount, partial as it is, does great Honour to our 
•brave Hr it ijk OSiccrs, and to the Troops under their Command.

NotwiTHSTAKDING this great Superiority o f the Enemy, Major- 
General /f'ebb made this bold and noble Stand, with fo much Prefence of 
M ind; pofted his Men fo advantageovifly ; asked the Advice of the Officers 

The jud under him with fo much Modefty ; (an uncommon, and cummridahle a Virtue 
FnMie of j-g young a Commander and fuftained the Enemy’s repeated Efforts with

jydh f”  niuch Bravery, Refolution, and Conduft, as will tend to his immortal
’ H onour; And as this critical V iftory, on which the Succefs o f the Siege of 

Lijlc wholly depended, was chiefly owing to* his prudent Management, and 
ocher military Abilities; fo that emii\ent Service was afterwards defervedly 
acknowledged, not only by the unanimous Thanks o f the Commons o f Great 
Britain, but alfo by the King of PruJJiâ  in a diftinguiihing Manner; fince 
his Majefty conferred on the General the Order o f Gencrojit^, in Teftimony 
o f his being highly fatisfied with the General’s gallant Behaviour, and fine 
Conduft, on this memorable Occafion. In fhort, to give this brave and 
prudent Commander the Honour’ juftly due to him, though he did. not 
think proper to venture, as he was fo inferior in Number, and his Troops 
were fo advantageoufly polled, to purfue the Enemy, which, in the Con* 
fternacion they were in, might poflibly have ended in the total Deftru£tion 
o f their whole Detachment; yet fo unequal a Combat, and fo ftiameful a 
Flight o f the Enemy, with fuch a confiderable Lofs, was look’d upon as 
one o f the moft extraordinary Actions which had happened during the 
whole War.

ThcC^nwy W h i ls t  Major-General Webb engaged the Enemy, with fo unequal a 
Brr vcs fafr porce, at JFyncndak  ̂ the Convoy march’d on undifttfrb’d, and arrived that 

in Safety, -jlI Rou[felaer, from whence it went on the next Day to 
niy. * ' J^lenin; and on the Laft o f  September, N. S. pafTed through the Duke of 

Marlborough'i A rm y, which moved the Day before from Lannoy to Roncq, 
with the Right at Ront a Marque, and the Left at Alenin, in its W ay to the 
Camp before L ijle ; whither it arrived foon after, without any M olellation.

T h e  fame Day that the grand'Convoy reach’d the Camp before L/y/e, 
Prince Eugene, being almoft recovered o f his W’’ound, began to go abroad, 
and appeared again at the Head of his Troops; both which contributed 
very much to the raifing o f their Spirits , which began to fink, by Reafon 
o f  the Length and Difficulties o f the Siege. On the Third o f Oflobcr, Lieu* 
tenant-General li^tlkes, being in the Trenches, the Duke o f Marlborough 
went to the Camp before Lijle, where the Difpofition was made for at­
tacking the Ravelin on the Right i for this Purpofe, three Hundred Grena­
diers were detach’d from the Arm y, under his Grace’s Command, to join 
the Troops o f the Siege ordered for that Service. T h e Attack began about 
Noon, and fucceeded well, that by half an Hour after One, the Befiegers 
made a very good Lodgment on the Ravelin, and obliged fuch o f the Ene­
m y’s Troops, as were behind the Traverfes, to leap into the Wfiter, where’*- 
thc greateft Part of them were either k ill’d or drowned; by which the Con- 

Bcfic- federates made themfelves entire Mafters o f the t^oCourtter-Guard!, and the 
fhemfJives which they took two Pieces o f  Cannon. T h e Befieged, who

oV Notice o f the Preparations making for this Attack, did not expe£t it
the till the Evening, and were not fo well provided for it, as they might, other-
aijd Counttj ■ have been.
Guatds. F r o m  this Tim e, to the Twentieth, the Befiegers gained fome Advan­

tages every N ight, made feveral new Lodgments, and carried on their Saps, • 
Mines, and ‘ Other necelTary Preparations for a general Storm, the Befieged 

, feeming refolved to difpute the Pa(Tage o f the Ditch, to the utmoft. T hey 
continued, alfo, to drain and fill the D itch ; to make Openings in the W allsj

•  JO
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to work on their Galleries; perfcft their Lodgments and Phces o f  
ajid to finilh their Batteries, which now coiiliflcd o f forty-five Pieces o f  
Cannon, and as many Mortars and H a iv b it z e r s T o  fuppjy thefe, a new 
Convoy o f two hundr<;d Thoufand Pound W eight o f Powder, with a greafc 
Number o f  Bombs, Cannon-Balls, and Hand-Grenades, arrived at the 
from Oficnd. W e lhall leave the Befiegers thus em ploy’d, for the prefent, 
and return to the Armies o f the and the Enemy.

T h e  l îte V iftory of JVymndak  ̂ not only broke the Heart o f the Frcnch Grest Ani- 
Troops, but caufed great Animofities between the Freticb, and the Spaniards. be-
I'h e latter, as we have obferved above, complained that they had not been 
well fcco n d ed an d  the former pretended, they ought to have had the Poft SpanwrJi. 
o f Honour, which the Count de Bergeyk would by no means allow them.
Th*; Duke o f Fcndofme  ̂ enraged at the Count de la iMotte's fhameful Retreat,
(to call it no worfe) march’d in Perfon towards Bruges, with a ftrong D e­
tachment; pafs d through Ghent the Fifth o f Oftoier, N . S. and came the 
next Day to OtidenburgL A s he was very fenfible o f how great Importance 
it would be* to him, to cut off the Communication between the Duke o f 
MarIborough's Arm y and OJiend, he eridcavour’d to effe£l it in the follow­
ing Manner. He drew together a Body o f about thirty Thoufand Men, Motions o f , 

from theGarrifons o f Bruges, Tpres, Dixinuyde, and other Places ; with thefe '
he took Polt all along the other Side of the Canal, between Plajfcndahl and 
Newport: 'I'hen he caufed the Dykes to be cut in divers Places, which laid 
a creac Traft o f  Land under Water ; and rcinforccd the Garrifon o f Nexvport 
wFth a confiderable Number of Horfe and Footi which he deh'gned fliould 
dillodge the Allies from Leffinghcn, and other Polts on this Side o f the 
Canal.,

In the mean W hile, General Earl was very vigilant, in obfprving all t ie  
Enemy’s M otions; and made fuch a Difpoution o f his Body o f Troops, 
which were incamped at Raverfein, as he thought would be moll proper, 
in order to maintain his feveral Pofts, and to give the Enemy a warm R e ­
ception, if  they fhould oifer to attack him. T h e Seventh, in the Night, 
the Duke o f  Vendolme caufed a Bridge to be laid over the Canal, between 
Plajfcndahl and OJicnd; and the Enemy having burnt their Caimp, made a 
Motion, as if  they intended to have pafs’d over to the other bide. A c ­
cordingly a Detachment went over, and advanced as far as Bredetien; whicK 
gave the Confederates fome Appr^'henfions, that their Deiign was to burn the 
Tranfports, in the Harbour ot Ujlend, and. all neceffary Precautions were ufed 
to prevent i t ; but the next Morning, that Detachmcnt repafs’d the Canal> 
and their A rm y encamped between Snareskirch and Gh\fteli having left fome 
Men, in ‘divers Pofts, along the Canal.
• T h e  Duke o f Marlborough receiving Intelligence o f the Duke o f Ven-Mouombf 
dofme's Motions, and it being reported, that this A rm y confided o f fixty 
Battalions, and feventy or eighty Squadrons, his Grace gave Orders,
Sixth o f Offober, for greateft Part or the Arm y to decamp, in the N ight, upon, 

march by the L ift, and pafs the Lys at Menin. T o  prevent Confufion, his 
Grace, likewife, order’d the Troops o f different Nations to march, about 
an Hour after one another, without Beat o f Drum, or Sound of Trun^et.
This done, the Duke him felf marched early, on the Seventh, with nxty 

kLons, and one Hundred and thirty Squadrons, to the Camp at Roujf.- 
her, pacin g his Right to Rombecq, and his Left at Hoglede. A t the fame 
Time, his Grace left twenty Squadrons, under the Command of Major- ^
General la Leek, and the fame Number o f Battalions, under Major-General 
Uohendorff, with Diredions to obey Prince Eugene ŝ Orders; and, in Cafe 
of Neceifity, to march into the Line o f Circumvallation.

U p on  his Arrival at Roujfelaer, the Duke o f Marlborough received A d ­
vice, that the Duke o f Fendofme was Itill encamped at Oudenburgh; upon

* which, his Grace refolved to march, with all poffible Speed, in order either 
to engage the Enemy, or oblige them to abandon that Poftj K ing ^u- 
g^/lus, and the Landgrave o f Hcjfe-Cajfel, came, likewife, to his Grace’s ,
Arm y, in Hopes o f an A£iion j whereof they had the greater Expe£ta-

• , tion.
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t,Ion, becaufe they had certain Intelligence, that the Duke ot Fendofme had 
font Word to his Mojt Chriftian \ That he ivgaged his Hmour^ the
Allies Jh^uld.have no farther Commumcatwn with Oftend. T h e fame Night,^ 
the Quarter-Mafters o f the A rm y fet .out from Roujfelacry under a Guard o f 
ei^ht Battalions, to fecure fuch Pofts as they Ihould think convenient^ to fa- 
cihtate the March o f the Arm y.

T h e t i i e m y  Eighth, by Break o f Day, the Confederate Arm y  moved by the.
Î recritT̂  ̂ JLe/f, and advanced t o w h e r e  they halted for forfte 1 ime ; 
tion̂ ,'on N o - h i s  Grace had a Confirmation o f the Advice he had received the fame 
iict!-o'f ti e Morning, that the Duke o f Fendofme, .being apprized o f the March o f the
Duke, of Cof[/'t:derates, had decamped before Break o f Day^ A v ith .  the gi'eateft Prcci-
rlrl's'A - pitation imaginable, from Oudenburgh, and had pafTed the Canal o f Btitgeiy
proadl near that C ity, having firft given Orders for cutting the Dykes in fcveral

Places. Hereupon, his Grace thought it to no Purpofc to advance any, 
farther, and therefore gave Orders for the Arm y to incamp, with the Right- 
at Tnrout, and the Lcjt at Ichtegem'-, fending, at the fame Tim e, Part o f  rhe 
Cavalry back to Roujfelaer, in order to their being nearer the Sege. T h e  
Ninth, in the Morning, the Duke returned, with the Reft of the I’roops, 
to Rouffelaert where the Arm y incampcd in the fame Mannffr, as they had 
done two Days before; but all the Infantry o f the fecond Line, commanded 
by Count Lotturriy General o f the PrvJpanSj marched to Morjellcy in order 
to be near the Siege.

OxV the Tenth, upon Advice that the Enemy were drawing more of 
their Troops from the Scheld, towards Ghcnt  ̂ and Bruges, the Duke of 
Ala/ /borough fent Inftrudions to Count Lottum to rejoin the Arm y, with the 
Troops under his Command ; which he did accordingly on the Eleventh. 
That Morning his Grace went to Menin, where he met Prince Eugene, with 
\vhom, together with the Field-Deputies o f the States, he had a long Con- 

Maior Gc- fctence, and then returned in the Evening to On the T w elfth,
jifral upon Advice, that a large Convoy of Ammunition, and Provilion, was lately.

arrived at OJiend, from Great-Britain, and Holland, and that it was ready 
tionanJ pro. to.fet out for the A rm y, the Duke o f Marlborough detach’d Major-General 
v\\\M̂ %ove:xiGadogan, with eight Battalions, and nine Squadrons, to Cocklaer, for the 
tl.elnunda- Security o f  its March, and to affift in getting it over the Inundation. At 
tions, fame Tim e, Brigadier Grumkau, with five Battalions more, was ordered)

to Cortemarque, to join him, if  it (bould be neceflary. the Enemy had 
d:t'erflowed the Country, on the other Side o f the Canal o f Newport, it  was 
with great Hazard and Difficulty, that they carried about five Hundred 
Barrels of Powder over the Inundations, in Boats provided for that Purpofe 
at OJiend, to the Places were Waggons from the A rm y wanted to convey 
it to rhe Camp. •

O n  the Fourteenth, the Convoy paffed hy Roujfclaer, in its W ay to Menin, 
and Lijle \ and the next Day, Major-General Cadogan fent an Officer, to 
acquaint the Duke o f Marlborough, that had taken Poft with his Detachment 

*■ at Cocklaer, expeding a new Supply o f Ammunition over the Country that 
was laid under W ater. Upon this, his Grace immediately ordered 'Lieu­
tenant General Fagel, with twelve Battalions, and twen^ Squadrons, to 
poft themfelves at Cortemarque, in order to fuftain Major-General Cadogan: 
And, being informed, at the fame Tim e, that the Duke o f Fendofme intfNfirf&d 
to intercept that Convoy, he ordered his A rm y to be ready to marcH at an 
Hour’s Warning.

O n the Sixteenth, fome Tranfports arrived at OJiend, from Great- 
Britaiiiy having on Board, the K lim e n ts  of H ill, and Mackartney, 
with about four Hundred Soldiers belonging to other Regim ent?: 
And upon Advice, that the Eriemy made fome Motions, which l o o k e d  

as i f  they intended to attack either the Troops o f the Jllies, at Ltfivg- 
hen, o r  the Camp at Raverfein. General Ear I, fent a Reinforcement to 

and removing his'Forces near Fort Albert, poftt:d fome o f hi#
, Men in the Downs, that the Enemy might not fend fome Cavalry at 

Low-^'m-er,'to attack him in the Rear, wnilft the Infantry Ikould charge
, • h i m
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him in Front. On the other Hand, the French, being fully fenfiblc, that it was 
o f the utmoft Importance to them, to cut off entirely all Communication, 
between and the Siege, fent fix H a lf Galleys from Kewport, on the
Canal of that N am e; by which means, they eredled a Battery on aa Ifland, 
formed by the Breaking down o f the Dyke, from whence they cannonaded 
both, a Redoubt, which the Confederates had raifed at LeJJinghtn, and the 
Boats employed to carry over the Ammunition and Provilions. However, 
this did not hinder Major-General Cadogan, from getting a farther Supply, 
o f  near fixteen Hundred Barrels o f Powderj and a large Quantity o f Brandy,
Salt, and other Provifions, for the Sutlers o f the A rm y, over the Inundations; 
o f which he himfelf gave an Account, to the Duke o f Marlborough, on 
the Nineteenth. He informed his Grace, at the fame Tim e, that the Com­
munication with Lcjffinghen, and OJiend., would be more difficult for the fu­
ture, if  not entirely loH:; both by Reafon o f the \^ âters being rifen much 
higher by the Spripg-Tides, and of the Precautions taken by tlie Enemy.

T h e  D ay bewre the Duke of Marlborough went again to Mcnitiy to con- The Death, 
fer with Prince Eugene  ̂ and the Field-Deputies o f the States ; and during 
this Interview, the Veldt-M ai fhal d'Auverquerqus expired in his Quarters 
at Roujjelaer, î n the fixty-feventh Year o f his A ge, worn out with his verquer̂ ue. 
former Fatigues*. This General had long fignalized himfelf by his Courage, 
and extraordinary Z eal for the Intereft o  ̂ his Country and the Common 
Caufe, at feveral Sieges, and Battles; efpecially at Ramillics and Oudenarde. 
Accordingly, he died very much lamented by every one, on Account of 
his great Abilities, great Gencrofi^, and Difintereftednefs; and had all the 
Honours paid him, which he had lo w ell deferved ; and that even by the 
Enemy, who when his Corpfe was tranfported to Holland, offered it a Paf- 
fage tHrough the Towns, whereof they were in PoffelTion. By his Death, 
the Command o f the DutchTroo^s fell provifionally on the Count de Tilly, 
as the eldeft General, in the Service of their High Alightincjfes.

I t  was with no fmall Mortification, the Duke o f Fendofme obferved, that 
notwithftanding the great Inundation he had caufed, Major-General 
ftill found Means, to convey great Quantities o f Ammunition and Provifions 
to the Arm y* by the H elp o f the Troops at Lcffinghen : Wherefore, he 
refolved to make him felf Maiter o f that Village, at any R ate; to which 
End, he formally inyefted, and befieged it. T o  give a particular Account 
o f this petty Siege, would be as ridiculous, as it was inglorious in the 
French, to make an Attack in Form, on fo defencelefs a PoiJt, at the fame 
Time as the moft important o f all their Frontiers was carrying on, wirh- 
ouc daring fo much as to attempt the R elief of it. And yet the Marquis 
de ^i/icy, gives as formal an Account of the Siege of this paultry Placej 
jind extols as much the Valour, and Conduft o f his Countrymen, on the fc- 
veral Attacks they made upon it, as i f  it had been a Place o f the greattlt 
Importance.

I t  muft be confefs’d, t^at it was bravely defended } for though it was T h e  Village 

allowed, on all Hands, not to be tenable, againlt a vigorous AlTault, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Rapin, and Major Hemert, held it out refolutely lor eight a!"

Days, againft all the Skill and Force, the Duke o f Vendofmef employed painft the 
againft it, killed and v/ounded a great Number o f his Men, and made feve- Frtiich. 

^ aJ^ ^ficers Prifoners; amongft others, Major-General de Croijjy-Colbert, 
w a s t^ e n  by an Englijh Grenadier, who generoufly refufed two Hundred 
Piftoles, and a Commiffion in the French Service, to favour his Efcape.
Thus was this poor Dog-Hole bravely defended for eight Days; till the 
fatigued Garrlfon being relieved-by Colonel Caulfield  ̂ with feveral other 
^ c e r s ,  and one Thoufand two Hundred and fifty flrefb Men, this new 
Commander, by fome unaccountable Mifconduft, not yet determined by our 
Hiltorians, fuffered him felf to be furprized, the very next D ay, and fur- 

 ̂ render'd, w'th his Garrifon, Prifoners at Defci«tion. T h e Marquis de 
^fncy, however, accounts for this Surprize, by_ faying, that ;̂he new Go- 
vernour, and his Officers, with the whole Garrifon, having^ been making 
thcmfelves merry, on Account o f the Surrender of Lijle, which happened *
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two Days before, the French found the Soldiers all drank, and the Officers 
(juiet in their B eds; fo that they enter’d the Place, before the former could 
put themfelves into a Pofture ot Defence, or the latter could huddle their 
Clothes on.

T h i s  trifling Conqucft, however, made the Enemy but poor Amends, 
for the great Lofs they fuftained two Days before, in the Surrender o f the 
C ity  o f Lijle ; as we have obferved above. Every Thing being ready for a 
general Storm, the Twenty>fecond, at Four in the Afternoon, the Garrifon 
iiavi po' been greatly weakened by a Siege fo bloody, and fo long, and the 
M arffal de houffiers confidering that he had ftill the Citadel to defend, or­
dered a Parley to be beat, and offer’d to capitulate for the Town. T h ere­
upon, Hostages were immediately exchanged, and it was agreed, that the 

T!,e Town Marlhal de Boujffiers fhould capitulate with Prince Eugene, for whatever rc* 
c a p i t u l a t e s .  Jnted to the Garrifon; and that the Magiftrates and Council o f the Tow n 

fliould propofe their own Terms, for themfelves, and the.C^ftelany o f Lijky 
and agree about the fame with the Ficld-Deputies o f the States-General-y 
which was done accordingly.

1 'h r  Twenty-third in the Morning, the firft Capitulation was concluded, 
and contained in Subftance, “  That the French fliould furrender the Mag-y 
“  diilcu-GjtCy that Afternoon, with all the M agazines of" Provifion and 
"  Ammunition in the T o w n ; That all their Sick and Wounded fhould 
“  either be tranfported to Dowayt or continue in Lijle  for their Recovery,
‘ ‘ at their own Charge; That the Horfe, who had entered the Town, fince 
“  the Siege, might be fent.to Doway  ̂ with the W ives and Families o f the 

Officers and Soldiersj That all Prifoners taken, during the Siege, 
ihould be reftored, on both Sides; and that the Troops of the Allies 

“  fhould not enter into the Town before the Twenty-fifth o f OBober, by 
“  which Time the French Garrifon were to withdraw into the Citadel.’ ’

Reafon<! al- M a n y  Caufes were afligned for the Length o f this Siege, bcfides the 
the^/ep '̂h' Place, and the brave Refiftance o f the Garrifon. Great
of this Si'cgf. Blame was laid on the Conduft of fome o f the chief Engineers, which fell 

very fhort o f  what had been experienced in the celebrated Coehorn. It vî as 
fufpe£Ved, likewife, that there was Treachery amongft fome o f the Officers 
o f the yiUies. It was openly faid, that the C ity was attack’d in the very 
flrongefl Part of it. It was affirmed, alfo, that the Befieged had always 
Intelligence o f the Tim e jyid Place, when and where any A ttack was te 
be made ; becaufe they were always found in a perfeft good Pofture of De­
fence. It was even avert’d, that the Fire o f the Belieged was more ready, 
and more violent than that o f the Befiegers; and that many o f the Bombs 
o f the latter had but very little EfFeft, Decaufe they went quite over the 
T ow n ; and that in Attacks, the Befieged were fo prepared for their De-„ 
fence, that they fired upon the AfTailants from fo many feveral Places, that 
th^- made them endure a greater Fire, than theirs was from without.

T o  determine the 'exaft Lofs, on cither Side, during this Siege o f ten
• W eeks, might not be very e a fy ; however, as the Fm/fA, in general, own,

that they had twelve Thoufand Men in Garrifon, tho’ the Marquis de ^ in cy , 
indeed, reduces them to ten Thoufand, not including near three Thoufand 
Burghers, who did conftantly D uty with the regular Troops, of which no 
more than four Thoufand Five Hundred retired, with the Marfhal de 

f  ers, into the Citadel, and two Thoufand more were reckon’d to h f 'either 
iick or wounded, their Lofs muft have amounted, at leaft, to fi\̂ e or fix 
'J'houfand M e n ; and even Monfieur de ^ in cy  allows their Lofs to have 
amounted to four Thoufand four Hundjed Infantry, and fix Hundred IJorfe 
and Dragoons. A s for the Confederates, they acknowledged they had three 
7 ’houfand fix Hundred and thirty-two k ill’d,andeighcThouland three Hun«lred 
and twenty-two wounded; o f whom, i f  we fuppofe one H alf to have died, the 
W hole w ill not come up to full eight Thoufand, a far lefs Number than , 
fell before Mamtir. Here the Marquis de ^tncy  gives another flagrant In- 

 ̂ ftance of his Partiality, and Difingenuity; he pretends that fome of the 
General Officers o f the Allies themfelves owned, they had eighteen Thou-

fand
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fand Men k ill ’d or wounded, without: reckoning nine or ten ThoufandM en, 
who died o f Sicknefs, or who were flck in their Hofpitals, when the Place 
furrendered.

T h e  flow, but more effe£Vual W ay o f  Tapping having faved the Lives 
o f many Hundreds o f Soldiers, Prince Eugene, who was always careful 
o f his M en, refolved to follow the fame Method in the Siege o f the Cita­
del, whither the French retired the Twenty-fifth, according to their Capitu­
lation. A t  the lame Tim e, the Prince o f Holficin-Btck, wno was appointed 
Governor o f the I'own, by the States-Gcneral, marched into it with Major- 
General Zoutland, the Brigadiers du Boijfct, and clu Trouffct, and fifteen Bat­
talions. W hilft the Confederates were taking R>lTeflion, not only o f the 
Gates o f the Town, but alfo of all the Avenues leading to the G tadel, a 
fmall Difpute arofe between the Generals o f the AUieu and the Marftial di 
Bouffiers', the latter laying a Claim to fome Works belonging, as he pre­
tended, to the For.trefs, and the former infifting on the fame, as belonging 
to the Town ; but the Enemy’s Cavalry, who, according to Articles, were 
to be*condu£ted to Doway, being detained, the French gave up their Pre- 
tenfions to them ; and the fame N igh t the Coji/'cderates broke Ground, and 
carry’d on their Aj^roaches to the Citadel. . ,

A  s foon as the Enemy had evacuated the Town, the Hereditary Prince o f The /////« 
Hejfe^CaJfel marched, with thirty Squadronsj into Artois \ and incafnping 
between Lem and /j Bajpe, em ploy’d fome Pioneers to fortify the latter; 
this done, he left the Command o f the Troops to Count IVackerhaert, and 
returned h'm felf to Prince Eugene. In the mean W hile, the CefTation o f 
all A d s  o f H oftility, between the Town and Citadel o f Lijle, which was 
to have expired the Twenty-lixth, was continued three Days longer; du­
ring Which Tim e, at the earned Requeft o f the Inhabitants, all polnble 
Endeavours were ufed, to induce the Marfhal de Boufjiers to capitulate ; 
but his Demands were fo extravagant, and romantick, that the Allies could 
not avoid rejefting them with Diwain. During this Interval, fome Civili­
ties pafs’d between Prince Eugene and the M arlh al; but that did not hinder 
either Side from making all poffible Preparations, the one for the Attack, 
and the other for the vigorous Defence o f the Place : Nor did either Side 
*negle£l the neceflary Works for that End.

On the Twenty-ninth o f OHoher, N . S. the Negotiations for this Surren- T h e  Siege o f  

der o f the Citadel being entirely broken off, the Befieged began the Hofti- 
lities, about Four in the Afternoon, by the l!)ifcharge of lour Pieces of 
Cannon, with which they continued firing briskly. On the other Hand, 
the Allies contrafted their Line o f Circumvallation, and erected Batteries 
o f Cannon, Mortar-Pieces, and Hawbitzers, within their firft Parallel;

.though they did not defign to batter in Breach, till they were,Mafters o f 
the Out-W orks, for which Purpofe they carried on their Approaches by the 
Sap. The Favourablencfs o f the Seafon, though fo far advanced, induqed 
the Allies to have Recourfe to this cautious Method, in order to fave great 
Numbers o f Men, who muft otherwife have perifh’d in the Attacks; the • 
Body o f the Citadel being furrounded by three Ditches, and two Cover'd- 
ff'̂ ays : In the mean W hile, they repaired the Breaches, and Fortifications 
o f the Town.

---- i'XV°~ Duke' o f Marlhorough'^ A rm y continued, all this Time, incamped
A^R^f^elaer; and on the Second of November, nine Battalions were ordered 
to march, and join the Forces in Lijle, to the End they might ajflift in car­
rying on the Siege o f the Citadel with greater Vigour. On the T hird, 
the Arm y made a general Forage, near the W alls o f Tpres, which the 
Enemy attempted to difturb, by the Cannon from the Town ; but they all 
retunied in the Evening, without any Lofs, and fupply’d with Provifion 
for many Days. On the Fifth, nine Squadrons of the Troops, which 
marched the f'irft o f Novemhert from Cocklaer to Longuemarque, were or­
dered fo join Count Wackerhaert, at la Bajfee. In this Interva\, the Marquis The M-tr- 
de Surville, a French Lieutenant-General, in the Citadel o f Lijle, having 
received a Shot through the Body, as he was viewing the Approaches of gj/ ’

the
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the Aliies, Prince Eugene confented to his being brought into the Tow n t f  
L ijk  ; and afterwards to his being removed to JJoway, in order to his being 
cured.

The Earl of O n the Seventh, the Duke o f Marlborough^ having received Information, 
Stairs dc- that the French had fuqimoned the Villages, and open I'owns, about D ix- 
tach’d to ffijiyde and furncs, to bring their Corn, and other Provifion, into Tpres, and
C o r n , o t h e r  fortify’d Places, the Earl o f Stairs was detach’d fromRouJJelaer, with fix 

Squadrons; and being joined by four more, together with ten Battalions, from 
the Detachment incamped at Cortemarqucy and Longuemarque, took Port in 
Dixmuyde. From thence his Lordfhip fent Orders, to enjoin the Inhabi­
tants o f that Dlftrift, to carry their Corn and Forage immediately to the 
Confederate Arm y, where they ihould be paid for the fame ; but threatening 
them, in Cafe o f Non-compliance, with military Execution. This had the 
defired EfFeft; for not only the Inhabitants o f that Diftrift, but likewife 
thofe o f Fumes, St. Omers, St. ff^hioxberg, and Bourbourg, fupply’d the 
Confederate Arm y with Cattle, Corn, and all other NecefTaries, in great 
Plenty. On the Ninth, the Earl of Stairs attack’d the Fort o f Haut-Fontt 
near Dixmuyde, which he took after a fhort Refiftance, and made the Gar- 
rifon, confilling o f two Hundred Grenadiers, commanded by a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Prifoners o f War. On the Tenth, Brigadier Evans marched from 
Longuemarque with five Battalions, and fix Squadrons of Horfe, to reinforce 
the Earl of Stairs, who advanced, thereupon, to Loô  and fent out Detach­
ments to gather in more Corn and Forage.

U p o n  Notice hereof, the Duke of Vendofme fent two Brigades o f Foot, 
one o f Horfe, and another o f Dragoons, which lined the Canal from New­

port to Fumes, and cut it in thirteen Places j by which Means, the whole 
Country was laid under Water on both Sides, and this hinder’d the ^lli'es from 
penetrating any farther that W ay. On the Thirteenth, the Count de Mou- 
roux, a Major-General, who commanded that Body, having got Informa­
tion, that a Detachment of PruJJian’Troo'ps, confilting o f  a Battalion of 
Gi umkauj and one o f the Marhgrave of Albrecht, a Squadron of the Regi­
ment o f Catte  ̂ and another o f that o f Heyden, were advanced between 
Fumes and St. fVimxberg, march’d in the Evening ; and the Fourteenth, in 
the Morning, furprized them in the Village o f Beauvorde  ̂ and having ior- 
rounded-them, forced them, after fome Rcfiftance, to yield themfelves Pri­
foners o f W ar : For this, their Commander, Colonel Catte, was after­
wards try ’d by a Court Martial at Berlin, and honourably acquitted.

U p o n  this unfortunate Accident, General Fagel was ordered to march 
from Cortcmarque towards Dixmuyde, with a large Body o f Troops, to ga­
ther in the Remainder o f the Provifions, which could be found in that 
Neighbourhood: And, on the other Hand, Major-General Cadogan, and̂  
the Prince d""Auvergne, were detach’d, the Seventh, towards Artois, from 
whence they brought a great Quantity o f Corn to Lifle. This done, Major- 
General Cadogan, and Monfieur Croonjirom, went the T w elfth  to Turcoin,

,  to confer with two French Commiflioners about an Exchange o f Prifoners;
and in two Days the Treaty was concluded: It was thereby agreed. That 
the private Men and Officers, from Colonels downwards, ftiould be ex­
changed for others o f the fame Rank, as far as they went, and that the 
R eft fhould remain Prifoners. ’

W h i l s t  thefe Things were tranfa£^ing on this Side, the Duke 
dojme caufed fome Bombs to be thrown into Damme., on the Twenty eighth 
and Tw'enty-ninth o f OHober \ after which, he appeared with m Body ol 
Troops heiore OJ^endand, at the fame* Tim e, fome Squadrons of Horfe 
march’d, along the Sands, from Newport, as i f  their Defign had been to cut 
off Lieutenant-General EarVs C am p: But that General retreated, very fei- 

Mifunder- ^o^ably, into the Out-Works o f Oft end, on the Eighth o f November. 
ftandin?bc- D u R i N G  thefe Tranfaftions, there was a great Mifunderftanding between 
tween the the Dukes oi^Burgundy and Vendofme. T he latter took fo much upon him, 
Dukes of other Officers murmured at his neglefling them ; wherefore, they
Jn̂ Ten ' f^^de their Complaints thereof to the Duke o f Burgundy, and laid the
dojmc. ‘
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Blame o f  all his Mifcarriages upon the Duke o f Fenclofmc, The latter, 
however, kept clofe to the Orders he had from Ferfail/es, where his A c ­
counts, and the Advice he offered, were held in much greater Regard, than 
what came from the Duke o f Burgundy. This gave his Royal Highnefs 
great Uneafinefs; he was impatient o f Contradiaion, and pretended to a 
great Eagernefs to be in A a io n  ; though it never appeared, that he was 
very forward in expofing his Pcrlbnj neither did his Condudi, during this 
Campaign, promife any great Matters in his Favour.

A t  tĥ e Citadel o f  L ijk , both the Befieged, and the Befiegcrs, were very 
good Husbands of their fmall Stock o  ̂Ammunition, which very much ad­
ded to the Length o f the Siege j but, at the fame Tim e, was the Reafon 
o f its being carried on with a very incoufiderable Lofs. However, on the Prince Eu- 
Eleventh o f  November, Prince Eugene, who ftill continued to expofe him- 
felf, was in great Danger of his Life, his Gentleman of the Horfe being 
k ill ’d by his SideJ by a Musket-Ball. On the Thirteenth, the Befiegers 
made a Lodgment, by the Palilfades o f'th e  Udi Covet'’d-U^ay, with a very 
fmall L o fs ; and the next Day, they made themfelves Mailers o f the whole 
Counterjcarp, excepting two o f yitmit which the Enemy abandoned
on theFifteentlf; and on the Seventeenth, the Befiegers lodg’d themfelves on 
the G acis o f  the fecond Cover’'d-lVay, without any Lofs.

F  UR Days before the the Counterfearp of the Citadel o f L /y /c,

the Prince d""Auvergne was detach’d, by Count ff'^ackerbnert, from la 
with a Body o f Horfe and Foot, to attack the Fort o f St. Vcnunt, upon' the 
Lysj on the Frontiers o f Artois, in which the Enemy had ported a Hun­
dred M e n ; who, upon his Approach, made only one Pifcharge, and then 
retired* towards re. Hereupon, the Prince took Folfeflion o f
the Place; and leaving eight Hundred Foot, with three Hundred Hprfe, in 
Garrifon there, under the Commahd o f Colonel Lambert, returned to la 
Baffle the next Day.

T h e  Siege o f the Citadel o f  Lijle being carried on flowly, for the Rea- 
fons we have already mentioned, the Enemy w«re vain enough to imagine, 
they had taken fuch infallible Meafures co dillrejfs the AJHes, both by iheir 
Inundations between Bruges and Newport, and by their Intrenchments along 
the Scheld, that their publick M inifters,.in foreingn Courts, gave it out, 
w ith  great Aflurance, That the Coqfeiltirate Army ivere fo coop'd up, that 

'they would foon he either Jamijhed, obliged to abandon L ifle: K ay, it was 
r^ orted , Tihat the Duke oj Vendofme taikcd o f having the whole Confcnlerate 
Army delivered into his Hands, as Prifon&rs o f fV̂ a/-, fo r  want o f Bread and 
other Necejfaries. But the Event fhew’d, that he reckon’d without his H o it ; 
and our two great Genierals, being indefatigably intent, each upon his 
‘proper Bufineii^' the Duke o f  Matiborough in providing Corn, and Prince 
Eugene in liusbanding what was fentjhira, both Arm ies enjoyed a Compe- 
t e i ^ ,  though not a Plenty.

Tjhe Enemy, findipg tnemfclves dif.ippointed in .thefe their Hopes, had 
Recourfe to iiew Meafures ; T heir Parties made Irruptions into the D iftuft formsTl)c- 
o f RnJleduci burning and ravaging: gr êat Part o f  the open Country  ̂ and f,g„ 
the Ele^or o f  Bavarta, who jwas reflurii^d from an unailive Campaign in Brujftls. 
Q̂ ermam . zp'Nozch&d BrujfeJs,. zt the ^iame T im e, with a Body of about 

' teniHmufand M en, drawn out o f feveral Garrifons. It wa  ̂ reafonable to 
imagine, that -his Eletfofal W i^ n^ fi, whofe good Intelligence, gnd Jpflu- 
ence, had occafioned the Lofs of Ghe7it and Bruges, coulH not want Intereft 
in a Place where he had long refided, and had undoubtedly fccurq^ a great 
Party. Neither we!re the Allies without Apprehenlions, ,that the EJe^or o f  
^avaria^s fecret Projedls might Jiave as great am (nfln^nct; in as

Brujfels, which might nofonly:-bei o f iwfinlte Prejudice. to the Common- 
Caufe, in die Spanijh Netherlands,' but migl\t prove equally pernicious in its 
Confequences, both in Spain, and Italy.

H is Highntefg, therefore, no fooner made a Shew o f m a r c h i n g  Care uken
an Arm y towards -Rrujfels, than the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince 
£ugene, concerted Meafures to pafs the Scheldi and as it  was uncertain, and

‘6 P * whether 5n^'x,

D u k e  o i M A R L B O R O U G H y  S e e .  gSp



whether Antwerp^ or Brujfels, was in moft Danger, Orders were fent to the 
Britijh Regiments of H ill, Mackartneyy 'JVyntu  ̂ Hamilton, and Towtijhend  ̂
wider the Command o f Brigadier Ifynne  ̂ and the fVailoon Regimtfnt ot Da~ 
vita, to be forthwith traniported from OJiend to /Antwerp; and the States- 

commanded other Troops to march from JNaerdcfi, Heufdcn, Grave, 
and other Placcs; and difpatch’d fome o f their Members chithcr, with G e­
neral a brave, and experienced Officer. >\t the fame T im e, the
Duke of Marlborough fent an Exprefs to Lieutenant-General Fafcaly Gover­
nor of Brujfels) to aflfure him, that in cafe he fhouid be attack’d, both Prince 
Eugctic, and himfel^ would certainly haflen to his Relief. Upon this En­
c o u r a g e m e n t ,  the Deputies o f the States refolved to flay in Brujfels; which 
contributed not a little to the Prefervation o f that important Place.

O n  the other Hand, his Grace recall’d the Troops commanded by Gene­
ral who joined the A rm y at Roujfclaer, the Twenty-fecond of No­
vember, and brought with him t^o Hoflages, for the Performance o f an 
Agreement made with the Dependencies o f the D iflrift o f  Furnes; by 
which they had obliged themfelves to fend fix Thoufand Sacks o f Corn in­
to the Magazines at Menin. T h e fame D ay, Advice came, that the Enemy 
had detach’d fome Troops from the Bodies they had near Oudenarde, and 
Ghent i and that the Dam they were making near Gaveren, to flop the 
Courfe of the ScheJd, in order to caufe that River to overflow its Banks, and 
render its Paflage more difficult, was broken down, and carry’d away by 
the Rapidity o f  the Stream, in the N igh t between the Twentieth and the 
Twenty-firft. This was a great Difappointment to the Enemy ; for they de­
pended upon this Dam, to lay the Borders about Avelghemt and Tournay, 
under Water. T o  this End, they had Recourfe to Boats filled with Stones, 
which they funk; befides feveral other Machines, that cofl immenfe Sums, 
as well as infinite Labour. But it was all to no Purpofe, for the Current 
carry’d away all their Dykes, and they found it impoffible to render the 
Paflag^e of the Scheld imprafticable by that Means. However, they had 
fuch Confidence in the feveral Bodies o f  Troops, which they had intrenched 
along the Scheldt that they did not believe the Allies would dare to attempt 
the pafling o f that R iv e r ; but we fhall foon find they were miflaken.

TheEknor T h e  fame Evening, likewife, the Eledor o f Bavaria arrived in the 
of Bavaria  Neighbourhood o f Brujfels, with a Body o f about ten Thoufand Horfe and 
tomes before Foot, fixteen Battering Cannon, and twelve Field-Pieces ; and theTwenty- 
fummonslt*̂  third, at Noon, whim  his Men were breaking the Ground, and drawing 

Lines, his Ele£foral Highnefs fent a Trumpet to the Governor, with the fol­
lowing Inflruftions.

“  H e  is to fummon the Commandant o f  the City o f BruffeJs to furrendcr 
“  to his Elefforal Highnefs, who is about to attack him wim his Arm y and 

A rtillery , which is coming up. His Elefforal Highnefs is w ell informed, 
that the Commandant is not in a Condition to defend himfelf, with the 
few Troops he has; wherefore, i f  he obliges him to begin the Attack, 
he muft expeft no Capitulation, either for him felf or his Garrifbn. Let 
not the Commandant flatter himfelf, with the Hopes o f retiring, with 
his Garrifon, to Antwerp, i f  he delays to furrender; for he is to know, 
that he will foon find Troops pofled to hinder his Retreat.”  Hereupon, 

the Governor, who had nine Battalions, and a Thoufand Horfe 
Command, returned the following Anfwer, by the fame Trumpet. “

MonfeigneuKt t
I  hcGovcr- ** T h e  Commandant o i  Brujfels is very unfortunate, in not having the 
nor’s All- ** Honour to be known to your Elefforal Highnefs. He dares aflure you* 
fwcr. yyjjl (Jq g j i  g  Man o f Honour ought to d o ; that he is fatisfied with i

** his Garrifon, and that he is, with a profound R efpeft, I
Monfeigneur,

%our E lcftoral Highnefs's
Moji Humble Servant,

P a s c a l .

A c c o r d -

590 M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R Y  o/f/r



A c c o r D I N G L V  General Pafcal mad?? all the necefliiry Difpofitions for a He prepaii^ 

vigorous Defence, in Concert with Major-General Murray^ Baron M'̂ rangeli 
the Deputies o f the States, the Council o f State, and the Magiftrates o f thac 
City And the better to encourage the Troops to the Performance of their 
Dutyi he ordered a Pound of Flefli, two Quarts o f Beer  ̂ and four Glaifes 
o f Brandy, to be diftributed every Day, gratis, to each Soldier. On the 
Twenty-third, the Enemy decamped from the Villages o f Ixelles, and Itttr^ 
beck, to Scar beck, within a Quarter o f a League o f Brujfels. T hey em­
ploy’d the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth in erefting Batteries; but the 
Cannon o f the T ow n, Being admirably well ferved, ifome o f theirs were 
immediately difmounted. . ’

O n  the Twenty-fixth, about Nine in the Morning, the Enemy began to The Enemy 

play, from their Batteries, up6n the C ity ; and feveral Balls, which went 
over the Ramparts,'damaged the o f fome Houfes. Towards E'^cn-
ing, they began to fire into the Out-Works, from two Mortars; but only the City?' 
two or three o f the Bombs fell within the Tow n, and they did no Mifchief,
About Seven, the Enemy began to fire with their fmall Shot, upon the Men 
who were pofted in the O ut-W orks; and they returned the Compliment, 
which was rcdpubled about Nine. T h e  Enemy then began a falfe A ttack, 
on the Count erf carp, near the Scarbeck-Gate \ and, at the fame T im e, made 
another, between the Gates o f Louvain and Namur j whereupon, there en- 
fued one o f the moft furious, obftiaate, and bloody Encounters that ever 
was known. The Enemy ihQ Cover'd-Way twice, but were .driven But are re-
out again both Times, and made only a fmall Lodgment on the Glacis, P“'|cd, after 
from whence they were likewife beaten, by a Hundred Men o f Sir ment of thir.
Pendefgafi\ Regiment, who diftinguiflied themfelves, on this Occafion, after teen Hours, 
a very extraordinary Manner. T h e Enemy, however, renew’d their A t ­
tacks feveral Times ; and the A ftion  lafted for thirteen Hours, with great 
Slaughter on.both Sides. A t  T en, next Morning, the Enemy retreated, on 
all Sides, in the greateft Confufion; being quite diftieartened by the brave 
and obftinate Refiftance o f the Confederate rroops; who were encouraged 
b y the Prefence, and Examples o f the Generals Pafcal, Murray, and 
IVrangel't the Colonels Egelin and Lefcheraine, and other Officers o f  Di- 
ftinftion.

O n  the Twenty-feventh, fome Cannon-Shot were exchanged on both 
Sides; and General Pafcal, not in the leaft dqubting bat the Enemy would 
renew the Attack in the Evening, with.greater Numbers; and more Vigour  ̂
than before, caufed the Troops, which guarded thofe Pofts that were moft 
expofed, to be reinforced, and ordered a Corps de Referve Co fuftain them.
But, in the Afternoon, inftead o f renewing the Attack, the EleElor o f Ba-

• varia demanded a Sufpenfion o f Arm s, on Pretence o f burying the Dead, 
and carrying off the W ounded; this, however, proved only a Stratagem, The Fnemy 
to enable him to raife the Siege with the lefs Difadvantage. For, upon the 
A rrival o f two Couriers from Mons, with Intelligence, that the Duke o f gJ.'ft’prcci- 
iWi3rr//̂ 'orô (fy?), and Prince Eugene, had pafs’d the Scheld, and were upon a pitatioB. 
full March to relieve Brujfels, his Elefforal Highnefs fent away his Baggage, 
and march’d ofF his-Troops, in the N ight, without Beat o f Drum, or Sound 
o f T ru m p e t; and this with fuch Precipitation, that they left behind thiem*

’̂ .♦ ^eir Cam p, twelve Pieces o f Cannon nail’d up, two large Mortars; and 
abouH twenty Barrels o f Powder. T h ^ ,  likewife> left about eight Hun* 
dred wounded Men in the Villages o f Ixelles  ̂ and Itterbecky and in the A b ­
bey o f Cambrin; and the Huffars, and Dragoons, who Went in Purfuit o f 
them, the next Morning, brougnt ia a great many other Prifoners, and fome 
Baggage.

T h i s  fruitlefs Expedition, what with their K ill ’d, Wounded, Prifoners, 
and Deferters, was reckon’d to have coft the Enemy above three Thoufand 
Men. Am ongft their Slain, were the Co\ir\V de Saillant, Governor o f the 
Caftle o f  Namur; Monfieur de Bois/erme, a Colonel; Monfieur de Beaumo- ■ 
rel, ^ id  de Camp to the£/e^?or; the Lieutenant-Coloncl o f the Regiment 
o f Benavidezt and feveral other Officers; and o f fevcn Engineers, whoih

they
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they brought with them, five were k ill’d, and two taken Prifoners, in this 
Aftion. T h e  Elector o f Bavaria was highly enraged at this Difappoint- 
m en t} and complained loudly of the Court o f France, who facrificed him, 
as he faid, in the M idit o f his Enterprize, when they might eafily have 
fupported him, by putting a Stop to the Pafira£;e o f Prince Eugene, and the ' 
Duke of Marlborough, over the Scheld. In Erfed, it was not without good 
Reafon, that his Elehoral Highnefs refented their ufing him in that Manner, 

’ i f  what the Marquis de ^ in cy  fays be true, that he was fcnt upon this En- 
terprize, by the French, againft his W ill. As fo* the Allien, they had be­
tween five and fix Hundred Men kill’d and wounded on this Occalion; 
amonglt the former, was Monfieur Pafcal, Major o f the Regiment o f Dra­
goons of Dodigni, who fought on Foot, with extraordinary Courage and 
Refolution. T h e Enemy expeded that the Populace would have nfen in 
their F avour; but by the Vigilance, and prudent Condu£l pf General Pafcal, 
with the Affiftance of the Lords o f  the Regency, and the Magiftrates, a ll 
remained quiet in the City ; and the Officers and Soldiers in the Out-Works, 
behaved with all the Bravery and Unanimity that could have been wifhed, or 
expefted. ^

l/lonLPafcal FoR this brave and vigorous Defence o f Brtijfels, Lieutenant-General 
m.ade a M a r - ^ a s  juftly advanced, by his Sovereign, Yx\n<gCharles\\\. to the'Ho- 
gXnTDe- D ignity o f a Marquis: But, though by this fingle A d io n  he
fence o f  gained immortal G lory, yet it is certain, that it would have been next to
Brujfth. an ImpoiTibility, for him to have maintained the Place above a Day or two

longer \ his Garrifon being fcarce five Thoi^and ftrong, and the Place o f a 
vaft Extent, and open almoft on every Side. The Prefervation o f Brujjels 
was owing, therefore, in a great Meafure, under G oD , to the Duke o f 
Marlborough and Prince Eugene ; who, with a profound Secrefy, and almoft 
incredible Diligence, paffed the Scheld, the Twenty-feventh o f November in 
the Morning, with little or no Oppofition. T h is is owned by the Frcnch 
themfelves, in all their Accounts; and they add, that if  the Duke had not 
furprized and forced the PafTage o f the Scheld, the Inhabitants o f Brujfels 
would have declared in Favour o f the Eleffoi, and have obliged the Gar­
rifon to furrender. This Aflertion, however, feems groundlefs; i f  we may 
believe the Account given by the Deputies o f the States, in their Letters ; 
which we ftiall infert below ,̂ for the Illuftration o f feveral Circumltances, 
which we have mentioned out curfprily: Thus the French, to their eternal 
Shame, abandoned thofe Lines, in a panick Fear, and Confternation, which 
they had been raifing and fortifying for three Months.

W e  muft not, however, pals over in Silence this extraordinary March 
and PafTage o f the Scheld-, both as it was one o f the boldeft Adions that, 
was attempted during the whole W ar, and as it redounds as much to the 
Honour o f the ^//m, and their invincible Generals, as either the gaining 
o f a Battle, or Redii£tion of a T o w n : It was executed in the following 
Manner.

T h e  Duke o f  Marlborough, having repeated Advices, that the EAefior 
o f  Bavaria was marching towards Bn^els, was fenfible of the ^Sccellity o f 
relieving that Place; and as fenfible, that there was no other W ay of doing 
it, but by paffing the Scheld: He refolved therefore, to attempt that P a fJ jg ^ ’j 
at all Events. This Defign was very hazardous, and attended witl/r^any 
Difficulties. The Frcnch A rm y, which was in no Refpeffc inferiour to thst 
o f  the Allies, but in Courage, was encamppd before Oudenurde, and covered 
with a ftrong Intrenchment. Nor was thii all j th ^  had raifed three, one 
behind the othei-, below the Town, on the Banks of^the Scheld, which were 
fortified with Batteries: And though all the Attempts they had made, to 
flop the Courfe o f the River, and caufe an Inundation there, had proved 

Motions of ineffeftual, there were confiderable Inundations above theTown. Notwith- 
thc m f -̂anding this .advantageous Situation o f the Enemy’s, the Duke o i Marl- 

was not deterred from his Refolution; but fent the Artillery, and 
ĉhtld, ‘ JBaggage, the Twenty-third, and Twenty-fourth, from Roujjclasf to Menin ;

and on the Twenty-fourth, at N igh t, detached Lieutenant-General Dompre,
with
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with twenty Squadrons, and ten Battalions under his Command; with In- 
ftruftions to march to Harlebeck, the next Morning. W ithin a few Hours 
after, the whole Arm y were in Motion, from Roujfe/acr, and paffed the Lys 
at Courtrayt in two Columns. The Ri^ht- W ing arrived at Har/cbeck, the 
fame Day ; but by Reafon of the bad Roads, narrow Defiles, and almdft 
continual Rains, the Li/t, which made the Rear, could not get thither, till 
Eight the next Morning ; notwithftanding which, the A rm y were ordered 
to purfue their March, at Three in the Afternoon.

A n  Hour before, twenty Squadrons, and fix Battalions, were detach’d 
from the Le/t, under the Command ô  Major-General Bothmar, and Briga­
dier Schme'.tau, to join Lieutenant-General Dompre'z Detachment } which 
being now increafed to forty Squadrons, and fixteen Battalions, was to be 
commanded by Count Lottum, and the Earl o f Orkney : They had Orders to 
pafs the Scheld at whatever Oppofition they met with, and to in­
trench themfelves on the Rifing Grounds on the other Side, till they could 
be fupported t y  the Rell- o f the Arm y. A t  the fame Time, Prince Eugene 
march’d to Roubaix, with twenty Battalions, and fo;ty Squadrons, to at­
tempt paffing the fame River at EJcanaffe. About Four in the Afternoon, the 
Duke o f Marlborough began his March, irom HatIcbcck- having detach’d 
Major-General Cadogan, and Brigadier Evans, fome Hours before, with 
eight Battalions, the Pontoons, and all the A rtillery, in order to lay Bridges 
at Kitkhovcn, and Elfcghcm, where his Grace defign’d to crofs with iiis Arm y; 
and where the Enemy had a Body o f Troops, commanded by Monfieur 
de Soujiernouy a Lieutenant-Geperal.

T h e s e  well laid Meafures were put in Execution, with fuch Expedition T h e  Allies 

and Secrecy, that notwithftanding the French had Notice of the Duke of 
Marlborough''  ̂ having pafs’d the Lys, they never fufpeited, that he had any 
Dcfign of proceeding farther, over the Scheld j an Attempt fo bold, that without Op- 
they could never have imagined, the Allies would have ventured upon it. pofition.

A ll thefe feveral Detachments, march’d the whole N igh t, by the Favour of 
the Moon ; and Count Lottim arriving at Four in the Morning, on the Banks 
of the Scheld, o dered two Bridges to be laid, and fent fome Foot to take 
Poft on the other Side i bur the Cavalry did not go over till it was Day- 
lieht. The Morning proving F oggy , a Guard of the Count de la Motte\
Dragoons, who were patrolling, fell in amongft the Confederates, and gave 
Notice of their Approach to their General j who had before fome Sufpicion 
thereof, becaufe a Guard o f his Foot hac| fired five or fix Times, upon the 
Noife the Workmen made, in laying o f the Bridges. Count Lottum imme­
diately drew up his Forces, in the Plain o f Gavercn, as he w’as ordered, 
and Count de la Mottedid the fame, within Sight o f him : But the former 
^marching.towards the Hills of Oudenarde, to join the Duke of Marlborough, 
whom he had informed of his having got fafe over the River, the French 
retired towards Ghent, having all along kept at half a League’s Diftance 
from the Confederates.

A t  the fame Tim e, Major-General Cadogan, laid Bridges over the Scheld  ̂ ,
at Kirkhoven, with equal .^uccefs, and Diligence; which done, he began to 
pafs his Troops, without being perceived by the Enemy before Break o f 
JDay ; till difcovering their advanced Guard pofted on a Rifing Ground, he 

er*'««J^ed his Gunners to fire at them, from a Battery, which he had eredted, 
for tfi^Defence of his Bridges. Hereupon, the Enemy, who were almoft 
all afleep, and very fecure, as they thought, in their Intrenchnrients along 
the Scheld, immediately took the Alarm , and b e p n  to think of providing 
for their Safety, by a ipeedy R e tr la t: Accordingly, they fet Fire to their 
Huts, and Barracks^ and whilft their Infantry were marching off, drew up 
their Cavalry on a H ill near Oudenarde.

I n  the mean W hile, the Remainder o f the Duke o f Marlborough'^ Forces, 
continued Marching on, with all poflible Expedition and having paffed Arm "̂ de- * 
the River at Kirkhoven, and Elfeghem, formed themfelves in Orfler o f Battle, featcd. 
Hereupon, Prince Eugene, who arrived fome Time before at Hautetive, 
where his Defign was to have crofled, immediately joined his G race; it *

,6 having

I !  -
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having been agreed between them, that which Body foever got over 
the other fliould March to that Place ; and as it had been, likewiie, re- 
folved, to attack the Body o f the Enemy’s Troops, which were intrench’d 
before Oudcnarde, under the Command of Monfieur de Hautc/ort, the Duke 
and Prince haftened their March that W ay. However, notwithftanding all 
their Diligence, the French began to retire with fo much Precipitation, alToon 
as they perccived the ‘̂4//ies advancing to attack them, that they could only 
come up with their Rear, commanded by Monfieur de Sonjiermn : Thelc 
the Earl o f Albemarle attack’d̂  at the Head of his Carabiniers, w ith lo 
much Vigour, and Bravery, that he entirely broke and difperfed them, 
killed a great Number, and took five or fix Hundred Prifoners \ befidcs 
great Part o f their Baggage, their Bread Waggons, two Standards, and a 
Pair o f Kettle-Drum s; as for their Cannon, they had drawn them off" in 
Time.

T h e  Jellies had not above fixty M en, killed or woun/ded in this A£l:ion ; 
amongft the latter, was Brigadier Baldiv in, in the Service o f the States  ̂
who was fiiot through the Body ; and the E arl'of jilbema^ te. Prince fVilliam 
o f  HeJJe, and Count Maurice of Najfau, had their Horfes ftiot under them. 
The Confederates continued purfuing the Enemy till it was dark, and in­
camped on the Hills near Oudenarde, to the great Satisfaftion o f the whole 

Amazing A rm y, who did not imagine they fhould have got over the Scheld, at fo eafy 
Cowardice a Rate. Andj indeed, our Generals themfelves were amazed at the Cowar- 
o f  the E n c -  jj^e o f the Enemy, in abandoning, i n  fo fhameful a Manner, Pofts which 

were not only advantageous by Nature, but on which they had beftowed 
fo much Application, and labour to fortify them. Upon this Occafion, 
Bilhop Burnet mentions a Stratagem o f the Duke of Marlbot ough'̂ B, which we 
fhall relate,' as it perfedly anfwers the Charafter of that great Commander, 
though we do not find it taken Notice of by any other VV'riter.

“  T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, {Jays he') being informed of the Elector of 
** Bavaria's Defign to attack Brujfeh, made a fudden Morion towards the 
“  Scheld-, but to deceive the Enemy, it was giveji aut, that he intended to 
“  march direftly towards Ghent j and that was not only believed by bis 

whole A rm y, but was probably carry’d to the Enemy ; for they feemed 
to have no Notice, or Apprehenfion, o f his Defign to pafs the Scheld." 

T h e Bilhop adds, which is no lefs remarkable j “  The Lines were foftrong,
“  that it was expefted the_ Breaking throi^h them, would have been a very 

hot Aftion. Some o f the General Officers, (continues he') told me, that 
“  they reckoned it would have coft them ten I houfand Men : but to their 

great Surprize, afioon as they had palTed the R iver, the French ran away, 
without offering to make the leafi: Refiftance. T heir Conduft was a Sur- 

‘ ‘ prize to all the W o rld ; their Counfels feemed to be weak, and the Exe-.
** cution o f them was worfe;' fo that they, who were fo long the Terror,
“  were now become the Scorn of all Nations.”

In Effeft, it is certain, the palling the Scheld, was in itfelf fo bold an 
Adtion, and attended with fuch extraordinary Circumftances, that Pofterity 
might vfrry well queftion the I ’ruth of it, did not the Confequences that 
enfucd, remove all Manner of Doubt thereof. For a numerous A rm y, to 
crofs a large River, in the Sight o f an Enemy, equal, if  not fuperior, in 
Number, and pofted with all the Advantages that Nature or A rt 
afford them, is what has feldom been attempted, and may almoft v W ^ t h  
Alexander the Great's paffing the Granicus. ^

The Duke T h e  Duke o i Marlborough, on his A^rrival at Oudenarde  ̂ immediately 
Marlborough took Meafures for advancing towards BAijfels, which he had good Intelli- 
wlrds%ruf. 'vas Very hard prefs’d by the Eleiior o f  Bavaria. On the Twenty-
yj/f. * ninth by Break o f  Day, the A rm y were in Motion again, but to favour the

T 1 oops  ̂ as much ag poflTible, his Grace ordered the main Body to h a lt; I 
in the Night, at Ombergy and advanced, with a Detachment of Horfe, and f  
two Battalions o f Guards, to AloJ}. His Grace had fcarce arrived there, 
A ĥen he received the News, that the Eleflor, affbon as he had received

* Advice o f the Confederates having palTed the Sc he/d, had raifed the Siege,
with



with the greateft Precipitation, as we have already feen above. Hereupon, 
the Duke came, on the Twenty-ninth, a little before Noon, to Brujfcls, both 
to concert Meafures for fending Ammunition,'and Provifions to the Siege 
o f and to thank the Garrifon, for the brave Defence they hud
made.

H i s  Grace was received there w'ith the greateft Teftimonies o f Joy and 
Gratitude, as indeed his indefatigable Diligence, and unwearied Vigilance 
for the R elief o f that Place, had juftly deferved: He was met, without 
the Gates, by the Governor, General Pafcal, at the Head o f  the chief 
Officers o f the Garrifon, whom the  ̂ Duke faluted with the moft diltin- 
guifhing Marks o f Favour and Efteem. His Grace alighted at the G o­
vernor’s Houfe, whither the Council o f State, the Stutes o f Braianr, the 
Magiftrates o f BruJJels, and the Deputies of the States-Gcneral, immediate­
ly  repaired, to compliment and thank him for their feafonable Deliverance, 
whi^h they very juftly attributed, in a great Mealure, to the extraordinary 
Vigilance and Diligence of his Grace, and Prince Eugene. This done. King 
Augujiuii who was, likewile there, together with the Duke o f Marlborough, 
and fome other Perfons o f the greateft Diftinftion, were entertained at Din­
ner, by Generi^ ‘̂ Pafcal; after which, his Grace, having given the necefiary 
Orders, returned the fame Evening to his Camp, near Aloji.

P r i n c e  Eugene went back to Lijle, the Day before, with the Troops de> 
tach’d from the Siege, and eight Battalions, with thirty Squadrons, o f the 
Duke of Marlborough's A rm y, which had been re-inforced by the Troops 
employed in fortifying La Bajfee. The View o f the Confederates  ̂ in making 
themfelves Mafters o f that Polt, were chiefly to divide and weaken the Ene­
m y’s Forces on the Scheld i wherefore, having gained their Ends therein, it . ‘
was now no longer neceffary, for which Reafon, they abandoned i t : That 
this was their M otive firft for pofTefling themfelves thereof, and then for 
abandoning it, may be feen by the following Letter, from Lieutenant-Gene­
ral HomfcJchj to another General.

S i r ,  From the Camp near Menin, Decemb. 1 7 0 8 .

I E X P E C T ,  this Day, a hundred Waggons, under a Guard o f  nine Batta- A  Letter 

lions, with Powder, which werefent for from Aeth, by my Lord Duke, and 
are to join me. The Enemy have affembled their Forces, between and 
La Bajpe, and are fortifying the latter, wherein, our Troops had taken Poft, Gcngral. 
and made a Shew of fortifying the famp, as if they would have maintained 

"  themfelves therein. This was intended to oblige the Enemy, to detach 
fome Troops on that Side, and weaken thofe they had upon the Scheldj 

** which fucceeded accordingly. That Poft would have been very advan- 
tageous; but as our Generals had other Things in View , they abandoned 

“  the fam e; fince the French were come into their Neighbourhood, with 
moft of our Forces, and thereby rendered our Pafting the Scheld’ more 

** eafy. I ’hey are now near enough to attack Prince Eugene; before Lijle,
"  if  they think fit; and in that Cafe, I ftiall foon be with him, with the 

Troops under my Command. It bega^ laft N ight to freeze fo very hard, 
that our Soldiers long for fighting, were it only to warm themfelves.
If any Thing material happens, I lhall not fail to acquaint you there-

TV I  am. See.
Signed)

 ̂ R . V . Count de Hompefch,

P . S. Forage being very fcarce, in thefe Parts, our Horfes w ill fuffer 
in fome Meafure ; but when Men muft be facrificed, to obtain a fafe And 

“  honourable Peace, there is no Reafon to cojnplain o f the Share Horfes 
“  muft have in thofe Difficulties j however, I Will ufe all pollible Means 
“  to preferve them.’* %

W b *

v» .•
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W e fhall now give our Readers the Tranflation o f feveral Letters, re­
lating to the Siege and R elief of Bruffe/s, and the Paffage of the Schcld, 
both as they tend very iTiiich to the Honour o f our Bririjh Hero, and as 
they fet thofe Aftions in a better Light, than any Account thereof, we have 
met elfewhere : The hrft is, a Letter to the States-General^ from their De­
puties in Brujfch, and is as follows.

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,  Brvjfcls  ̂ Novemb. 2>j, 1708.
A Letter W e had the Honour to receive, this Morning, your High Mightinejfes
from the »» fecret Refolution o f the Twenty-fift,h, by which we fee, with great Satif-

approved o f what we have done here, for the 
Stautcem- "  Good o f the Common-Canfe: W e fhall not fail to be alliftant in ufing all 
ra/. necefTary Means for the Prefervation o f this Place.

“  I t  is a fingular Pleafure to us, to be able to inform your High Migh- 
tinejfes, by this Letter, that the Enemy, without havfng gained an Inch 

“  o f Ground, began to attack the Counter/carp, at Nine laft Night, with 
“  great Fury, between the Gates o f Louvain and Namur. 'I'he Fire was 
** terrible on both Sides, and laftcd till Five in the Morning ; during which 
“  Tim e, the Enemy made nine Attacks, and at laft lodged fhemfelves up- 

on the Glacis o f the Counter [carp. But about Six a Clock, our Men made 
“  a Sally from the Cover''d-fVay, Sword in Hand, with fuch Succefs, that 
“  they beat the Enemy out of their Works on the Counterfcarp, which t 'ey 

immediately levell’d.
“ W e  can never fufFiciently commend the Bravery o f the Troops o f this 
Garrifon; efpecially thofe o f the States; though all in general did their 
Duty very w e ll: But fince this Garrifon is already very much fatigued, 
and w ill not 'be able to refift long the vigorous Attacks, which, in all 
Appearance, the Enemy w ill renew, we have earneftly follicited the 
Duke of Marlhorought and the Deputies who attended the Arm y, not 

** to defer one Moment to relieve the T o w n ; without which, however 
“  brave our Men are, they cannot very long fuftain the furious Attacks o f  
“  the Enemy.”

JVc arc, &C.
J .  Fan Bergh.
Baron Fan Reede, Lord o f Renfwoude.

«

Second Letter from the Same to the Same.

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

Another W e  hope your High Mightineffes have received the Letter, wherein-
theSame°'o Yefterday the Honour to fend you Word o f the furious Attacks
*  ̂ ”  made by the Enemy, the Night between the Twenty-fixth and Tvventy-

feventh, on the Counterscarp o f this C.'ity. A fter we had again difpofed 
all Things, Ye f t e r da y a s  well as pollible, for refifting the Enemy’s At- 
tacks j becaufe our Spies reported unanimoufly, that the Enemy would 

** not only make a.general Affault in the N ight, but would alfo fire with 
“  red-hot Bullets, in order to excite the Burghers to Sedition ; we obferved, 

about Tw elve at N ight, that their Arm y was in M otion; and foon 
that they were retiring towards Namur, with fuch Precipitatioj^l^^at 

“  they left behind them twelve Pieces o f Cannon, and two Mortars, which 
are fallen into our Hands. v
“ W e  can never fufficiently commend tfte Courage, and Conduft, o f  the 
Generals Pafcal, Murray, and PTrangel-, nor fet too great a Value upon 
the Proofs o f both, given by the Colonels Egelin  ̂ and Lefcherainey who 

‘ ‘  happening to be 'here, without their Regiments, offered, neverthelefs, 
their Service, wherever tve fliould pleafe to employ them, in the Defence 
of the C ity: W e hope, therefore, your High Mightinefes will be pleafed 
to confider, whenever Occafion offers, the Services performed by thcfe 

‘ ** gallant Officers.
T he

3P<5 m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y
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The: States o f Brabant have fticwn, both at this Junfture, and in many 
others, their Z ea l for King Charles  ̂ and his Allies, j they having never 
been backward in fupplying us with the M oney we wanted for this Ser-‘

“  vice i fo that we had no need to make ufe either o f the Credit o f the 
States, or o f our own. Herein thofe States have merited highly.
“  W e  congratulate your High Mi^htincffcs on the Prefervation o f this 

“  important Polt, whereby Antwerp, and the Frontiers o f  our Republick, 
are fecured, and the Tdwns of Louvain  ̂ Mechlin, and Liers faved.
‘ ‘ O u r  Secreta^, whom we fend Exprefs with this, will inform your 
High AlightincJjcs of the Particulars more at large; to which we refer 
you, becaufe we are ftreightened in Point o f Time. W e are extrem ely 

“  joyful, that it has pleafedthe A l m i g h t y ,  for the Good of the State, to 
blefs the Rcfolution we had taken, to affilt in the Defence o f this Place 
to the laft Extremity.”

if̂ 'e are, & c .

jBrujfelsy Novemb. 28  ̂ 1708. J .  Van Bergh.

Baron Fan Reede  ̂ Lord o f Renfwoude.

P . S. W e forgot to take Notice, that, during the Siege, Monfieur 
Decker, firft Burgo-Mafter o f this C ity, acquitted himfcli o f his Duty,

** in that Station, with the utmoft Zeal, and Diligence.”

# >

A  Letter to the States-General, from Monjieur Pafcal, Governor o f
• ., Bruflels.

H i g h  and M i g h t y - L o r d s ,
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two Mortars, and three \\^iggon-Loads of Powder. From the Tw enty- GtneraC 
** fixth to the Twenty-feventh, his EkEloral Highnefs had caufcd his Bat- 

teries to be raifed; and about Ten at Night, he began to attack the 
Cover'd-lVay, with all imaginable V igour; *but he was repulfed, in all 
his Attacks, by my Garrifon, who n»aintained their Ground, with incx- 

“  prelTible Firmnefs and Refolution : T he'R eft I refer to the Bearer. T h e  
'■* Enemy have loft an infinite Number o f Men, and have left me all their 

W ounded; which, I am told,.amount to above eight Hundred. I ihall 
do m yfelf the Honour to fend your High MightineJJes a L ift, as foon as 
I have Leifure to take an exa£b one. I hope your High Mightineffes w ill 
permit me to have the Honour o f congratulating you on thia happy Oc- 
currence. I had the good Fortune, to have two good Seconds in this 
Affair, Major-General Murray-, and Baron fVrangel, who did all that 
could be expefted, from two Perfons o f fuch Experience and Bravery. I 
was alfo greatly aiTifted by the Valour of the whole'Garrifon, and even 

** by the Colonels Egelin, and Lefcheraine  ̂ though they were not o f this 
***“ fi^rrifon. I fhall do m yfelf the Honour to inform your High Mighti-'
** n^iis, at Leifure, o f the Bravery o f all the Commanders o f the Regi- 

ments o f this Garrifon, which is inexpreffiblc; as alfo o f all the Officers, 
who were in this Service, o f  a^ Nations. A ll  this good Succefs is owing 

** to the Courage and Refolution, which the Lords Deputies o f your H i^  
Mightinejfes iiiew’d on this Occafion; and their Prelence infpired the  ̂
Burghers with fuch a Steadinefs,' and Coafidence, as cannot be too much 
praifed; no more than the Z ea l, Aftivity* ai}d Readinefs o f the Burgo- 

'* Mafters, to execute whatever was required o f them for the Service o f 
the Common-Caufe. *

•
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“  I HOPE the L o r d  will always blefs the Arm s o f the High ^llies^ and 
“  that your High Mightineps w ill permit me to do myfelt the Honour to
"  aiiurc you, how much, and with what R efpeft, I am.

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

Tour High Mightinefles,

BruJJefs, Akv. 28, 1708. Humble m(  ̂Obedient  ̂and
Mojl Submijjive Servant,

P a s c a l .

y f Letter to the States-General, /rom the Lords Deputies attending the Jinny.

H i g h  â id M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

A Letter “  A f t e r  we had received certain Advice, that the Ehe^or o f Bavaria
from the «< vvas marched towards Brujjels, at^the Head o f fome o f the Enem y’s

to befiege that Place, it was refolved to force the PafTage o f the 
ing’thrAr- “  Scheld, and to march that W ay. T o  this End, one Hundred Squadrons, 
my, to the and fifty Battalions, under the Duke of Marlboroughy and fifty Squadrons, 
Statet-Gene- ^vith nineteen Battalions* under Prince Eugency march’d the fw enty- 
ral. ,t Inftant, to attempt the Paffage o f that R iver, in three or four feve-

** ral Places, which, by the Blefling o f G o d ,  fucceeded fo w ell, that this 
Morning the Duke o f Marlborough got over at Kirkhoven, between Seven 
and Eight a Clock, without firing a Shot, or lofing one M an; as did alfo 

“  the Body under Count Lottum, in the fame manner, at Jifperen; the 
Enemy having drawn off all their Troops along the Scheld, from Ghent 
to Tournayt and abandoned all their Pofts. T h e Troops have all joined 
here, except fome which are fent back to the Citadel o f Li/le, T o- 
morrow, at Day Break, w'e fliall continue our March towards Brujfe/s, 

** and we hope the Effe£t will be, that we fliall be foon able, by the 
“  Blefling o f G o d ,  to fend you an Account o f the Deliverance o f that 
“  Place.”

^^e are, 8cc.
Oudenarde, Novemh, 27, 1708. F . Fan CoUcn.

S. Van Gojlinga.
Couv\t Van Rechterem.

* I

J i Letter from Count T illy , to their High Mightineffes.

H i g h  M i g h t y  L o r d s ,
A  Letter O n  the Twenty-third, and Twenty-fourth, we fent our A rtillery  and

Baggage from the Camp at to Menin\ and, the Twenty-fifth,
7?/!v"to the march’d with the Arm y towards Harlebeck, whither our Cavalry, who,
Siatts Gtne- ** SLCCord’w E  to the Difpofition^ made, were to follow us, could not reach
raJ. * ** till the Twenty-fixth, at Seven in the M orning, becaufe the Roads are

** almoft unpaflable at this Seafon.
H o w e v e r ,  we 'renewed our March that Afternoon, at Four a Clock, 

** without caufing any Waggons or Carriages to follow us, and kept m ovhj^ 
”  forwards all that N ight, that we might arrive this Morning, b efo reJ ^ ^  
** at the Scheld, and attempt to paft it.

‘ ' T h e  Difpofitions were fettled in th\s Manner: T hat Prince 
who began his March Yefterday, with a\Body o f Troops, fliould attempt 

“  to crols at BJcanaffe; the Duke o f Marlborough, and myfelf, with the
Troops of the States, at Kirkhoven j and the Count de Lottum, at 

“  Gaveren.
W e all arrived, this Morning, at the Places agreed on, and at the 

** Time appointed; and we laid our Bridges at Kirkhoven, and caufed a
great Body of our Troops to pafs over, before the Enemy had any Notice 

f ‘ thereof: This done, we marchcd dire£tly to the Poll, which the Enemy
“  h ad
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** had at Derchem. In the mean W hile, Count de Lottum made himfelf, h‘ke- 
wiTe> M after o f the Poft o f  Gaveren, without Refiftance. But Prince 
Eugene, finding the PafTage at Efcanqffe too difficult, and having received 

** Intelligence, that we were Mafters o f the River at Kirkbovat, he im- 
** mediately caufed his Troops to march thither, and crofs’d over there 
“  alfo-

T h i s  done, we marched, in Conjdn£lion, towards the Enemy’s In- 
trenchments, before Oudcnardc \ but we could only come up with- their 
Rear-Guard, becaufe they had retreated with great Precipitation, and 

“  had taken their Rout towards Gramoyit. They had font away their Cannon 
“  the Day before; and of fixteen Squadrons, and nineteen Battalions, which 

they had left in the Intrenchments, we took about five Hundred Pri- 
“  foners, and k ill’d about one Hundred. T o  morrow, we fhall continue our 
“  March towards B̂ ruJfeJs.”

I  am. See.
From the Camp before Oude- 

narde, N ov. 27,1708. The Count de Tilly.

P . S. The'greatell Part o f the Enemy’s Baggage, and Equipages, are 
“  become our Booty.”

T h e  Duke o f Marlboroughh Arm y having refted, the Thirtieth of Motions of 

vember, N . S. in the Neighbourhood o f moved from thence the Firft
of December, and incamped, with the Right, at Oudcuarde, and the Lr/t at rough'1 ht- 
Bierlegheim. A t  the fame Tim e, Lieutenant-General Dedem was ordered to my. 

advance?, with twenty Battalions, and to pafs the Scheld at Oudcnurde, where 
he incamped on the other Side o f the River ; to affift at the W orks, which 
were ordered to be raifed, for the Security o f that Place,, and to be near at 
Hand to join General Hompefch, who, with thirty-eight Squadrons, and 
eight Battalions, was incamped near Mcnin : By thele Difpofitions, a Com- 
muoiration was rhaintained with Princ ;̂ Exigene'% Forces in Lijlc.

W h i l s t  the E k^ or  o f Bavaria was employ’d about the Siege o f Bruf- St. Ghijlain 

fels, Major-General Pallandt, Governor o f Acth, detached Colonel la Motte, 
with one Hundred and fifty Men, to furpriie the Town o f St. Ghijlain, be  ̂ ^
tween Mons, and Cohde.\ which he effe£^ed, the Fifteenth o f and ictaken
having attack’d it Sword in Hand; forced the Ba’rrier; k ill’-d feveral Offi-bythcfWwA 
cersand Soldiers; and made the Reft o f tlie Garrilon, confiltlng o f a weak 
Regiment of Spaniards, Prifoners o f W'ar. But foon afterwards, the Men 
he left there, being attack’d in their Turn, by the Marqiiis de Hautefott, 
and Count Albergotti, with moft of the Forces which had abandoned the 
beheld, to the Number of twenty Thoufand Men, and thirty-two Pieccs of 
Cannon, they were obliged ro furrender, before Lieutenant-General Dom- 
pre, who was detach’d by the Duke o f Marlborough to fupport them, could 
(?ome up to their Relief. T hey articled firft, however, to be condufhed toi 
Mons, till they could be exchanged, which was to be done as foon as pof- 
fible; they were alfo to keep their Swords and Equipages j and the Enemy’s 
Garrifon, which had been taken in that Place, and could not be fent away,
'^ {e likewife to remain Prifoners o f  W ar : A  very honourable Capitula- 
tion/‘ui^m ore than they had Reafon to expeft, confidering the vaft Supe­
riority 5 f  the Enemy. General Dompre, therefore, halted with his Detach- 
nient at Attre, and was ordered to alTift in bringing a great Convoy o f Am - 
*^unition, and Stores, for the Siege o f the Citadel o f  Lijle, from Aeth to 
^^udaiarde.

'The Second o f December was religioufly obferved, throughout the w h o l e  An ungenc- 
by the Order o f the Duke o f Marlborough, as a Day o f Thankf- 

S’ ving, to A lm ig h t y  G o d , for the happy PafTagc o f the Scheld, and the 
Relief o f Bru^els. Some J’ime before the Confederates pafs’d, the Schcld, uptm thcm- 

the French  ̂ amongft other Meafures to diftrefs them, had taken Occnfion to fclves. 
'iolate their P^tTports; and, in order to palliate this ungenerous Prafticc, the *

Mofi
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Moji Chrlfiian King, by a Proclamation, dated the Tw elfth o f Novemberi 
N . S. revoked all that had been granted. This bafe Chicane, however, 
turned to the Enemy’s o\vn Difadvantage; for the Allies, hereupon, revoked 
alfo all the Paffporcs, which had been given on their Side, whereby the 
French defervedly had their Treachery turned upon themlclves, and were 
made the greatelt Sufferers. For, upon the fuccefsful PalTuge of the Scbeld, 
which put their whole A rm y under a general Confteniation ; their Com­
munication with Ghent and Bruges was entirely cut off, and the grcateft 
Part o f their Troops were obliged to march, for Subfiltence, towards Fa- 
lenciennes.

I n  the mean W hile, the Citadel of IJ/le continued to be vigoroufly 
prefTed by the Confederates \ and the Befiegers, during Prince Eugene''  ̂ Ab- 
fence, had made a Lodgment upon the fecond Counterjcarp. Wherefore his 
Highnefs, upon his Return, fent to the Marfhal de B o u f f ie r i y  to acquaint 
him with the late Succefs of the Confederate Forces, thinking thereby to in­
duce him to furrender; but his Meffage had not the defired Effe<it. On 
the Seventh of December, the Batteries on the {ftcox\d Covcr^d-fVay being
finiflied. Prince Eugene fent the Marftial another Summons, and offered him 

The Citadel an honourable Capitulation ; but his Highnefs declared, .at'rhe fame Tim e, 
of Lijle fur- that if  the Marfhal did not furrender before the Batteries began to fire, he
lenders. expcft no other Articles, but for himfelf and his Garrilon to be made

Prifoners o f W a r: And left he fhould imagiJre, that the Befiegers wanted 
Ammunition, and Provifion, his Highnefs offered to fhewhisStores to fome Of­
ficers, whom he would give Leave to come out, for that Purpofe. This Offer, 
and the Marfhal’s wanting Powder himfelf, induced him to order a Parley to be 
beat, the Eighth in the Morning j and Hoftages being exchanged, .the A r­
ticles were figned the next D ay, about Four in the Afternoon. Purfuant 
hereunto, a Oate was delivered up the fame D a y ; and the Tenth, the M ar­
fhal march’d out, with his whole Garrifon, with all the ufual Marks o f Ho­
nour, and was condufted to Do'o.'ay.

Medals O n  this Occafion, and on the R elief o f  Brujfels, the following Medals
thk̂ Occa flruck in Holland.
fion. reprefentedj VlSinry winged, and running towards Brtif-

fels^ which appears in view, with a Javelin in one Hand, and a Crown of 
Laurel in the other } to denote the Expedition with which the Allies haften- 
ed, to oppofe the EleBor o f Bavaria's Defign. Over FiBory is the follow­
ing Infcription:

Ohjlabat jirenua Firtus. Strenuous Courage oppofed it.

And in the Exergue; •

Gallis Fugatxsy Ohftdio Soluta Bruxellarum, a8 Novembris, 1708. 

'ThtFrench^ being put to Flight, the Siege o f Brujfels was raifed, Nov. 2 8 .1708,
*

O n  the Reverfe, is reprefented a l^olf, with Wings to  his Feet, endea­
vouring to make his Efcape with all pofTiblc H afle, with this Infcription :

Eugcnij Umbra Pedibus addidit Alas.

T h e Shadow o f Eugeiie  ̂ added V/ings to his Feet.

And in the Exergue; \
PoJ^quam D iruit, Ruit.

A fter having ruined all he could, he is ruined himfelf.

Alluding to the Ruin the ElcBor o f Bavaria had brought upon himfelf.

3. T h e  Second has, on the Facc'̂  three Bufto ŝ, rcprefenting Prince Eugene,
* the Duke of Marlborough, and Veldt-Marihal d\4u,verqucrquc, each in the 

Form of a feparate M edal, with a Figure, reprefenting FiHory in the Centre
‘ ‘ of
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o f the Triangle formed by thefe M edals: A l l  which ferve as Ornaments to 
a Pile o f Trophies, raifcd o f the Spoils taken at Oudeearde) the whole 
crowned with a M ural Crown. Round all thefe are the following Words^ 
taken from the Second Book o f  Samuel, Chap. xxiii. V eh 17.

haC feC erV n t hi Tres, poetentes D fl.

Thefe Things did thefe Three mighty Men o f  G o d .

The Capitals which are larger than the R eft, making out the Number of'
the Year 1708, in Roman Figures. Qn the Revetfe is reprefented. Prince
Eugene on Horfe-back, pointing with his Staff o f  Command towards the 
City o f Lijlct with this Infcription :

/y  fjF ia  Pla cji. 1708. A  W ay is opened by Force. 1708.

Alluding to the Bastle o f ff^ynendale, and other fortunate Events, which fâ  
cilitated the Redu£li^)n o f that City.

3. T h e  Third had on theFurf the Bujfo o f her Majcfty o f Great Britain, 
with her T itle , as ufual j and on the Rcverfe, was Fame, holding a Shield, 
with the Arm s o f LiJlCt and a Plan o f that C ity ai»d Citadel near h erj with 
this Infcriptioa:

lx\(\AxCapta., 1708. T h e  City o f £//7f taken in 1708.

4. O n  the Face o f the Fourth was feprefented the City of Lijlcy at a Di- 
ftance j and in the Front, the Deputies o f that Place, furrenderin^ it tcy 
Prince Eugene, by prefenting him their Arms j and over all, this Infcrip- 
tion i ,

P'icit pervicax Virtus. Obftinate Valour has conquer’d;

In the Exergue, are the following W ords:

Infulx ab Hojiium Manibus Erepta, C 5tX  MilUhus u4rmatis frujira Reluflah-
tibus, IX Decembris, 1708.

Lijlc fnatched from the Hands o f the Enemy, notwithftanding the vain Re- 
fiftance of 120,000 Men, the 9th o f  December, 1708.

%

O n  the Reverfe, is reprefented a Man flain, having the Arms o f  France 
in his Shield ; a Pile o f  Arms, fuppofed fo be taken at the Battle o f Oudc-‘ 
narde, which paved the W ay for this Siege ; with a Profpeft o f that Town 
at a Diftance. Fame, with extended W ings, hovers over thefe Arm s, with 
a Crown of Laurel in her Right Hand, for the Conqueror; and in the L eft, 
a Standard, with the Arms o f the St ate i-General j and over her is the fol- 
iowing Infcription:

Adverfa, Cs* averfa, G lor i of a.

The Meaning o f which, according to Mr. Lediard, is ;

It  is glorious to overcome all OhJtaclesC

we rather think, as Fame feems npon the W ing, and holding out the 
Crown Laurel to thofe who are before her, whilft, with the other Hand, 

holds out the Standard to thofe behind her: T he Meaning is.

She is glorious, both as Jhe fiies towards you, and as Jhe goes from you,

the Exergue are the following W ords:

Flandria utrinquc ‘Trophaifera: Ca ft ex Jtinere\jalli ad Audenardam,
X iju lij, M .d c c .v iii.

F̂ f̂idcrs h  frukful In Trophies on every Side: T h e French beaten in their • 
W^iy toOudcfiarde, J u^ yi i ,  1708,

« S , 5. T h s
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5* T h e  Fifth has on the Face, the Town and Citadel o f Li/le, w ith this 
Inlcription over i t :

Fcederatis Aditus in Galliam  apertus.
T h e Allies have now an Entrance into France.

■ And in the .

Urbe Reddita, D ie, 23 0 £tobrisj Cajiello, D ie  9 Decembris, 1708..
T h e  City having furrendered, O l̂oh. 23, and the Citadel, Decemb. 9, 17P8.

f

O n  the Reverfe, is reprefented a Nym ph very difconfolate, in a Robe 
embroider’d with Flower-de-Luces; to denote the miferable State o f  the 
Kingdom o f France. Before her hangs, on an old wither’d Tree, a Shield 
with the Arms o f Franco thereon; but having only two tkiaer-de-Luces in- 
ftead o f three, as ufual, being fuppofed to have loft one, by the Lofs o f 
Lijle, whofe Arms is a Flower-de-Luce. Over this is the following Infcrip- 

« t io n ;
Gallia moerens o f  Lilium dcperditum.

France mourning for the Flower-de-Luce (he has l'6ft.

And in the Exergue;

In s u l a  Flandrise cum Cajiello rejlituta.
L ijle , in Flanderf, reftored, together with its Citadel.

fi. On the Face o f the Sixth, is reprefented the Place befieged, and the 
Batteries of the Befiegers; the Sun ftanding over the C ity, and the Moon 
over the Citadel, with thefe Words o f JoJhua, Chap. x. Ver. 12.

Sijle Sol in Gibeon, &  Luna in Valle Ajalon.
Sun, ftand thou ftill upon Gibeon, and thou Moon, in the Valley o f  Ajalon,
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T he Meaning is, probably, to reprefent the Difficulty o f  taking that Place, 
which amounted almoft to a Miracle j efpecially the conftant fair, and mild 
W eather the Confederates had, almoft during the whole Siege, without 
which, it would 
the T im e of 
W o rd s:

; \ j u n j  u u i i i i g  c i iw WJ Li iuu L

uld have been impo<fible to have reduced it. In the Exergue, 
the Siege, and Surrender o f the Citadel, is fpecify’d in thefe

CaJfellumKyffel O^eJ/um 2J 0£kohris, Receptum vero 9 Decembris.
The Citadel of Lijle befieged the 27th o f O^ob. and taken the 9th o f Decemb*

T h e  Reverfe reprefents the Tow er o i Babel, with the following Words, 
borrowed from Gen. Chap. xi. Ver. 7.

t

Confundamus Linguam eorum, ut non audiat unufquifque Voccm proximi fu i.

G o to, let us go dawn, and confound their Language, that they may not un-
derftand one another’s Speech.

A llu d in g  probably, to the M lfery and Confufion which was in tly^Phce, 
and the Difference of Opinion about furrenderlng. In the Exergue, aic rhe 
following W ords:

R y fle l vel Infula per principem Eugenium obfejfa, 22 Auguft. ££'’ 23 0£lob.
Recepta 1708.

Ryjfelor Lijle, befieged by^Prince Eugene Aug. 22, and taken OBob.i'^, 1708. 
«

7* T h e  Seventh, and Laft, has on the FaceVxmcQEugejie, and the Duke 
 ̂ o f  Marlborough, having each of them a Flower-de-Luce in his Hand ; to de­

note their having each o f them contributed greatly to the humbling the
Pride



Pride o f France; behind them are Mortar-Pieces, with the Help o f which 
they had reduced ; and before them, a N ym ph in a fuppliant Pofture, 
crowned with a M ural Crown, prefenting them with a Flower-de-Luce\ being 
the Arms o f the C ity o f Lijle. Over them is the following Infcription :

Liliis difcerptisy L i Hum Captum.

T h e UllieSy or Flower-de-Luces, being pluck’d, Lijle  is taken.

And in the Exergue ;

Eugenio ohjidente, Marlborough ^egentey G allo  SpcElantc, Infula Capta^
M D C e i l X .  Oftobris 23.

Eugcna befieging it, and Marlborough covering the Siege, L ijle  was taken, 
whili? the French ftood by and look’d on, O f̂oher 23, 1708.

O n the Reverfe, is a Plan o f the City and Citadel o f Lijlc, with their 
W orks, and the Approaches o f the jillies  ; round which is the following 
Verfc, taken from Virgil j

Vrhs antiqua Redit, multos Dominata per Anms.

This ancient City returns to its right Lord, after having been many Years
under the Dominion o f Strangers.

T o  refume the Thread o f our Story; the Court o f France, and the French 'Tlic Frfmb 
Generals, were extremely mortify’d, to fee all their Schemes, and Attempts, 
for the R elief o f Lijle^ end in their own Confulion; but they were to re- ‘ 
ceive yet farther Mortifications this Year, before the Campaign was ended \ 
o f  which they were fo little apprehenfive,. that they thought o f nothing 
more than going into Winter-C^arters, and having Separated their A rm y, 
returned thcmfelves inglorious to Paris. T hey had, indeed, great Reafon 
to believe, that the Confederates, tired out with the Fatigues, and Difficul­
ties, o f a long and aftive Campaign, would have been fatisfy’d with their 
laft important Conqueft ; but they found themfelves greatly millaken ; 
for the Duke o f  Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, were refolved to crown 
their Glorious Succefs, with the ‘ Recovery o f Ghent and Bruges. On this 
Occafion, there goes a Report, that upon tlie Duke’s taking Leave o f 
K ing jiugujius, who was going for Saxony, and that Monarch’s wilhing 
him a good Voyage, believing he intended to fet out direftly for England, 
his Grace anfvi'ered, with great Humour, in Frcnch; “  ^ e ,  le Terns ctant 

.  fo r t fro id , i l  ne vouloit pas pajfer la Mer, fans G a n d  j which is, That the 
fVeather being very Cold, he would not crofs the Sea, without G l o v 'E S .”

T h e W ord Gand which fignifies a Glove in Frcnch, being alfo the Name o f 
the City o f Ghent in that Language.

Be this as it will, the Duke marched, the Eleventh o f December, N . S. 
with his Arm y, from Bierleghem, and encamped with the Right at MelUj 
and the Left at Meerlebeck; there his Grace immediately gave Orders for marches to 
laying Bridges over the Upper and Lower Scheld, as alfo over the Lys ; bcfieRc ■ 
for keeping open a Communication between the feveral Bodies of Troops, 
which were to be emplo^d in the biege o f Ghent ; but it happening to 
freeze very hard at this Tim e, proved a great Hindrance to the Under­
taking. On the Sixteenth, Princ^ Eugene crofled the Scheldt with his A rm v, 
and encamped at Ename ; and ttxe fame D ay, about Noon, coming to Melle, 
he held a Council o f W ar, with the Duke o f Marlborough, and the Gene­
rals under him, about the remaining Operations o f the Campaign. It was 
there agreed ; That the Duke o f  Marlborough Jbould command the Siege o f  
Ghent, and that Prince Eugene Jhould cover /V.

P u r s u a n t  to this Refolution, the Imperial, and Palatine Troops, wirh 
twenty Squadrons o f Horfe, detach’d from his Grace’s A rm y, march’d the 
Seventeenth towards Gramont, in Order to encamp at Gamer ache, on th i

other
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the ConfctU- 
rate  A rm y 
tliertupon.

Ill Canfc.
quences o f 
E n em y’s 
poflefling 
Ghent and 
Bruges.

Other Side of the Dcndcry both for the Conveniency of Forage, and to ob- 
fervc the Enemy on thuc bide. The Prince o f A'ajfuu, \vith the Detach­
ment that went from the Duke’s A rm j to the Siege' o f Lijlc, and the I-Jef- 

marched, likewife, at the fame Time, from Ename to Cojtcizcclcy in 
order to block xi'p Ghent, between the Upper and Lower Schcld  ̂ and the 
Difpofuion being made for invefl-ing it on all Sides, the Arm y made a 
M otion, the Eighteenth, and took the following Polts ; Count Lottum, with 
thirty-fix Battalions, and thirty S<5[uadrons, between the Upper Schelcly and 
the Lys ; the Hereditary Prince ot Hejfe, with forty iquadrons, and twenfy 
Battalions, between the Lys, and the Canal o f Bruges, and from thence 
to the Canal c f  Sas ; the Duke of H'Wtcmberg, between Mulcjiein and the 
Lower Scheld, with twenty-five Squadrons, and fixty Battalions j and Count 
Thlly, with thirty Squadrons, and as many Battalions, between the Upper 
and Lower Scheld. A ll  thefe Pofts might be either le-inforced, or relieved, 
according as Occafion fhould require.

A s  the French  ̂ when they abandoned the Schc/d, retreated with Part o f  
their Arm y that W ay, and put a Itrong Garrifon into the Cities ofGhctif 
sx)d Bruges-, which done, they drew together their fcattered Army^ and 
retired towards Doway and Valcnciennes vtha Neighbourhood o f thelc nu­
merous Garrifons, might have been o f ill Confequence to the United Pro­
vinces, and particularly to that o f Zealand, by their Excurfions during the 
W inter : It was refolvcd, therefore, to drive them thence, whatever DiilS- 
culties that Defign might be attended with.

T h e  Day before Ghent was invefted, the Clergy, M agiftracy, and 
Burghers or that City fent a Deputation to the Duke o f  Marlborough, to 
defire ; ‘That the Town might not be deflrofd, by Bombs, and Fire-Balls. 
But his Grace’s Anfwer was, “  That their Misfortune having happened 
“  through their own F o lly , or Neghgence, they had no other W ay to fave 

their Houfes, but by returning to their D uty, and taking up Arms for 
King Charles." T o  this they reply’d ; that. They were over-awed by a 

numerous Garrifon, o f thirty Battalions, and nineteen Squadrons \ fo that alt 
they could do was, not to ajjiji the Garrifon in any manner. Hereupon, they 
were told, T h ey  muft expeft all pofTible Means would be ufed, to re- 
“  duce them to the Obedience o f their lawful Sovereign.”  His Grace, 
likewife, charged them to declare to the Spanijh, and tValloon Regiments, 
which made Part o f the Qarrifon, That i f  they would quit \.\\q French 
** Intereft, and come over to thQ^^lJies, they ftiould be immediately en- 
“  tertained in the King’s Service, and regularly paid, according to their 

refpeftive Ranks j for which bis Grace, and the Deputies gave their 
Aflurance.”
T h e  French could not be perfuaded, at firft, that the Confederates were • 

in Earneft, in their Defign to venture upon the Siege o f Ghe»t, at this ad­
vanced Seafon o f the Y e a r ; However, upon Intelligence, that the Duke of 
Marlborough had march’d to Melle, Monfieur de Chamillard, the French 

t K ing’s Prime Minifter, wTote the following Letter tothe Count de la Motte,
by his M oft Chrijtian Majefty’s Direftions j from whence we may plainly 
fee what Concern that Court was under for that Place.

' S i r ,

l>etter from ** T h e  Prefervation o f  Ghent is o f fo great Importance, that w u  can 
Monfteur never take too many Precautions, in Concert with the Baron deVapres, 
W  t̂ the Monfieur de la Faye, the Brigadiers afvd other Head Officers, for a long 
Count de la ^nd vigorous Defence, in Cafe the Enemy fliould refolve to befiege you 
M ot/e, ** in Form. Notwithftanding the City in itfelf is not ftrong, it cannot be 

“  attack’d, but by narrow and difficult Places. You have a great Number 
“  o f Troops, which are more than fufficient to defend ^Cover'‘d fVay, and 
“  fell dear to the Allies the Conqueji o f  that Place, if  they fhould pcrfift in 
“  their Defign, to make themfelves Mafters thereof. 1 cannot forbear 

telling yoH, that to a great Share o f Courage, and bcin^ well inclined.
It is necelTary to add a great Calmnefs and Scdatencfs or M ind, and Pa- 

B , “  lienee.
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*» tience, in order to lay  in the Enemy’s W dy all the Difficulties which 
may annoy them, and retard the Siege. Do not take upon yourfelf alone 
all the Motions which are to be made j foi: there are feveral Officers,

“  who are capable o f  advifing and affifting you. Vou know how much 
I interelt m ylelf in every Thing wherein you are perfonally concerned; 
tho’ Reafons o f State oblige me to tell you my Thoughts, bn fuch Points, 
as, in my Opinion, may moft contribute to a long Defence, I think my- 

“  fe lf bound to afTure you, as relating to yourfelf alone; that after having 
“  had the Misfortune to command in Ojiend, which the Enemy reduced in 
“  a very few D a v s; and o f not having fucceeded in the A ftion  at liynen- 
“  dale y it is of the utmoft Irhportance to yourfelf, as well as to his 
“  Majefty, that the Opportunity you now have, may give him fuch a 
« good Opinion o f you, as may obtain from his Majefty thofe Marks o f  
“  Diltinftion, for which you have fo long laboured. 1 do not know whe- 

ther you want any Major-Generals o f the King’s T ro op s; but as all the 
“  Forces, which are to be quartered irom Ghent toTprei^ with thofe in 

Bruges, and Newport, and all the General Officers and others, are to obey 
your Orders, you may give Notice to thofe who are to command there 

“  this W inter, ̂ h at you mall think fit to be done for his M ajefty’s Service.
“  According to the Repartition of Winter-Qjiarters, which I fend you with 

this Letter, you will find, that feveral Regiments, which were defigned 
“  for Ghent and Bruges, are marched towards Newport, and Tprcs: For th« 

firft Difpolition o f the Troops was made in View o f Winter-Quarters, and 
"  not for continuing the Campaign, and maintaining Sieges. However, his 

Majefty has commanded me to let you know, that it is not fit to make 
“  any Alterations as to the Garrifon o f Ghent. He is pleafed to fend Or- 
“  ders to Monfieur Puiguion, to leave in Bruges fourteen Battalions, and 
“  nine Squadrons, as Monfieur Grimalde had defired ; but the Reft o f the 

Forces are forthwith to return towards the Frontiers o f the Kingdom.
I f you (hould be befieged, you muft ufe all poflible Means to protraft 

the Siege, infomuch, that it may coft the Allies very dear, and difputc 
the Ground, Inch by Inch, as the Marfhal dc Eouficrs has done 

“  I know the Difference between the Fortifidations o f ILiJle and thofe o f  
** Ghent; but there is in the latter a good Cover'd IVay  ̂ which is equally 
“  good every-where ; and after fix Weeks Tim e, the Enemy were not en- 
«* tirely Mafters o f that at Lijle  ; though the Garrifon o f that Place was 
** not 10 ftrong as yours. 1 write to Meffieurs the Baron de Capres, and de 
« la Faye, to defire them to aft in Cofitert with you, in every Thing that 

may contribute to the Good of the Se'rvice, and content the Burghers of 
Ghetit, who deferve, and ought to have had, a happier Fate. I tell you 

“  nothing as to the Prefervation of the T ro o p s; in m y Opinion, you have 
** a long Tim e before you ought to think o f that, and I have Keafon to 

believe, they w ill ferve with great Z eal and Affeftion under your 
Command.”  ,

I  am per/eniyt SiR ,

Tour tnoji Hurhbkt and 

[This Letter was intercepted.'] Moji Jjfe^iionate Servantt

 ̂ C h a m i l l a r d .

In the mean Tim e, Prince Eugtne went to Brujfels, whilft the Prepara­
tions were making for the Siege, where he ftaid three or four D ays; and 
on the 'I'wentieth, the Duke o f Marlborough removed his Quarters, from 
Melle, to Meerlebeck, in order to be the nearer the Centre ^  the feveral 
Attacks. T h e fame Evening, the Befiegers took Poft, near the Caftle o f 
Ghent, having firft attacked and defeated a Guard, which wasj)laced with­
out the Gate o f Gaveren. On the Twenty-fecond, fome Troops were de­
tached from the Body commanded by the Prince o f Hejfe, and the Duke o f 

f̂ îrtembertr, to blocK up the Red Fort, on the Canal between Ghent and the p̂ ff lock’d
* 6 T  • iSijxjup.
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Sas ; and Cannon, Mortar-PIeces, and other NecelFarles were got ready for 
the Attack o f the City.

O n  the Twenty-fourth, the Pioneers having repaired and inlarged the 
Roads, for the eafier Communication o f the Quarters, the Gabions and 
Fafcines being in a Readinefs, and the A rtillery and Ammunition at Hand, 
the Trenches were opened, about Eight in the Evening, at the Attack 
commanded by General Lottum, between the Schdd and the Lys : T w o 
Thoufand Hoffemen, covered by feven Battalions, and two more in Re- 
ferve, with fix Hundred Horfe, were ordered for that Service, under the 
Command o f Lieutenant-General Major-General JVceke, and tlie
Lord North and Gray  ̂ a Brigadier. I ’he Night being very light, the Ene­
m y’s Centinels foon perceived the Beliegers; but before they could get 
their Troops together, their Workmen were fo w ell covered, that their 
Lofs was inconnderable.

TheTren- On the Twenty-fifth, the Trenches were opened before the Citadel, at 
ches opened the Duke of U'~trtmhcrg'% Attack, by one Thoufand four Hundred Work- 
Town̂ *̂̂  men, covered four Battalions, and fix Hundred Horfe, commanded by 
An7  before Major-General Murray, and Brigadier Borr : And at N ight, the JUies broke 
the Ciudel. Ground at a third Attack, before the Brujfel^s Gate, betweep the Upper and 

Lower Scheld, at which Brigadier Evans commanded, with four Battalions, 
and fix Hundred Workmen, who carried on the Trenches near feven Hun­
dred Paces, and made a Communication without any Lofs. N ext Morning, 
the Enemy made a Sally, with ten Companies o f Grenadiers, and fome 
other Troops, to the Number o f two Thoufand M en, in which they had 
fome Succefs at firft, and put two Regiments into fome Diforder;
but they were foon obliged to retire, with great Precipitation, before they 
could make any Attem pt upon the W ork s: In this Aftion, Brigadier Evans, 
and Colonel Graves, o f  the Lord North and Gray's Regiment, were taken 
Prifoners.

T h e  Red T h e  fame D ay, the Batteries o f the Allies, fired upon the Red Fort, with 
fort furren- fuch good Succefs, that the Garrifons confifting o f two Hundred Men, 

beat a Parley, and furrendered themfelves Prifoners o f Vl̂ 'ar } and the A t­
tacks o f the Town and Citadel were carried on fo vigoroufly, on every Side, 
that the Twenty-ninth, about Noon, Monfieur<if /a Motte ient out a Trum ­
pet, with a Letter to the Duke o f Marlborough, defiring Leave for fome 
Officers o f the Garrifon to attend him. Hereupon, his Grace fent him a 
blank Paflport; and in the Evening, the Prince o f Ifcnghicn, Brigadier Cano, 
and the Count d'j^uhigm. Colonel o f  the R oyal Regiment, came to Meer- 
iebeck, with Offers to lurrender the Tow n and Caftle in four Days, i f  the 
billies were not obliged to raife the Siege in that T im e, and provided the 
Garrifon were then allowed to march out, with a in h e  Mark^ o f Honour/ 
T h e  Duke gave them till the Second o f January in the Morning i and fend­
ing them back, with Direftions to return the next D ay, at Six a Clo^k, Or­
ders were immediately fent to the Batteries, to ceafe farther Firing.

Artd the O n the Thirtieth, in the Morning, the fame Gentlemen came out again,
City, and bringing with them a Deputation rrom the C lergy , the Ma^iftracy, and

• Commons o f the Tow n; and all Things being lettled with them, it was
agreed, that Hoftages fhould be immediately exchanged, for putting the 
Capitulation in Execution ; by Virtue o f  which, the Gate o f the Attack of 
St. Feter, and the Gate o f  R elief o f the Citadel, were put into the P^frefiion 
o f  the Confederates  ̂ the Thirty-firft o f December, N . S. in the Morning. 
Hereupon, the Field-Deputies o f the Stahs-Gencral wrote the following A c­
count to their Ntgh Mighthiejfes,

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

A Letter T h e  Capitulation wif h the Garrifon o f Ghent was figned YcfterdnTi
from the **■ according to the inclofed Copy, which we do ourfelves the Honour to lend

ô thê " your Mighthiejjes, by the Commilfary f  lcertman. T h e  C.ity have 
likewife delivered their Articles, relating to the Publick, w h i c h  would 

ral. bave been regulated this Day, had we not confidered, that the Lords,
“  their
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their Hifrh Mightinejfes Deputies at Brujels, whofe Commifllon has a par- 
ticular Relation to this Affair, ought ncGefTarily to be prelcnt, and we 
expe£l them hourly. In the mean Tim e, purfuant to the Capitulation, 
the Garrifon have put into our Hands the St. Peter‘‘s Gate o f  this Cityl 
and the Gate o f R elief o i  the Caftle. T h e  Duke o f Marlborough has, like- 
w ife, fent to fummon thofe o f Bruges j but the Trum pet is not yet re- , 
turned : However, we do not beh’eve they w ill wait the Approach of the 

“  Troops ; fo that we hope, by the firft Foft, to congratulate your High 
** Mightinejfes on the Reduftion o f that City, as we do ourfelves the Ho* 

nour to do moft humbly on the Recovery o f this Place.”

f f  ̂ e are, & c .

From the Camp before Ghent, ' Gojlinga.
December 31, 1708  ̂ ' Rechteren,

* IVchelde.
G elder malfen*

The Capitulation mentioned in the foregoing Letter, was as follows.
1. T h a t *  the Roman Catholick'R.eW^ion fliall be preferved i n  i t s  full Arti-̂  

** and free Exercife, without Innovation. Granted.
2. T h a t  the prefent Capitulation fhall only affe£l the two Crowns ; ^ 
and that the C lergy, and M agiftracy of Ghent, fliall treat feparatcly for

“  themfelves. Granted.
3. “  T h a t  a Gate o f  the faid Town fhall be delivered to the Troops o f. 
the Allies, on the Thirty-firU: o f this Inftant December, at Ten in the* 
Morning, unlefs the Town fliould happen to be relieved between this and

“  that Day. The Gate to be then delivered, lhall be the Gate at the A t- 
tack o f St. Peter^s, as alfo the Gate o f R elief the Citadel, at which fome 
Troops of the prefent Garrifon ftiall be pofted, feparated from thofc o f 
the Allies, by Barriers in the M iddle o f the A rch under r.hofe Gates, in 
order to prevent the Intermingling o f the Troops, and the Diforders 
which might probably enfue thereupon. Granted.
4 .  T h a t  all Perfons in the Service o f the two Crowns, o f what Cha- 

** rafter or Condition foever, without Jixceptron, whether named, or not, in 
“  this Capitulation, fhall go out o f the Town, on the Second o f January,

1 709, at Nine in the M orning, at the Gate o? C our tray \'w\xh Arms, Equi- 
** page. Drums beating, and Colours fl/ing. Ball in Mouth, Match lighted 

at both Ends, Ammunition for twenty Charges, and ten Pieces o f Cannon,
** lately brought from France; as alfo four Pattereroes with their Carriages, 

and Ammunition for twelve Charges for each Piece, for Tournayi by the 
**' nearell: W ay ; in four or five Days j marching, or halting at the Choice o f 

** the Befieged ; without being obliged, on any Pretence whatfoever, to a 
quicker March, than the Befieged fhall approve, with Regard to the 
Seafon, and the R oads; and that the Befiegers fhall allow them a fuffi- ^

*■' cient Convoy, for the Safety both o f the Garrifon and their Equipage.
** Granted, Except that there Jhall be allowed but twelve Charges fo r  the Gar- 

rifon, and f x  Pieces o f  the Camion lately come from  France> with Jmmum- 
tion fo r  twelve Charges.
5. “  T h a t  for the Tranfportation o f the faid ten Pieces o f Canoon, Pat- 

*' tere>oes. Ammunition, and Equipage, as well as o f the Sick and Wounded,
to Tournay, the Allies fhall prpvide a fuffkient Number o f Boats, and 

** Watermen ; to which Boats there fhall be a fufficient Guard allowed by 
“  the Allies, for the Safety o f the Sick. And, in Cafe the River fhall not 
"  be navigable, a fufEcient Number o f Land-Carriages fhall be ready on 

the Thirty-firft Inflant, that the Befieged may have Tim e to load the 
“  faid Carriages, fo as to march out with the whole Garrifon, and arrive at 
“  tournay at the faid Time. Granted, fo r  the Artillery mentioned in the 
“  foregoing Article, as alfo fo r  the Equipage, at the Charge o f  the Befiegers j 

and as fo r  a fufficient r^umber o f Boats, the Befegcd may be immediately fup- • 
pHed therewith, in the City o/" Ghent.

. 6. “  T h a t
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6. T h a t  the Sick and W ounded, who are in the Town and Caftle o f  
G h c t ity  and (hall be in a Condition to bear being removed, fhall be furni/h-

“  ed in the fame manner, with Boats, Watermen, and Carriages fuflicienc 
“  to Convoy them to Tournay, by the neareft M ay, at the Expence o f the 
“  M k s .  Granted, at the Expence o f the Befteged.

7. “  T h a t  the Sick and Wounded, who cannot be removed, at the Tim e 
** o f the Troops marching, fhail be allowed to ttay in Ghent, and be fupply’d

with proper Food, Lodging, and Medicines, at the Charge o f the y^llies, 
according to the Manner in which they are taken Care of, in the Hofpi- 

»* tals o f his Mojt Chrijiian Majefty ; ^nd when they fhall be able to bear 
travelling, Boats, with Paf^orts, Hull be provided for them, in order to 
their beingtranfported toToutnay, by the neareft W ay. Granted, in the 
fame Manner u>ith ihe foregoing At tide.
‘8. “ T h a t  no Effefts, Papers, or Equipages, belonging to any Perfon 
whatfoever, employ’d in the Service of the two Crowns, ihall be fcized, 

*<■ on any Pretence whatfoever; but that, on the contrary, fufficient Car- 
riages fhall be provided, for the EfFefts and Families o f fuch Ptrfons, at 
the Charge o f the billies, to tranfport them to Tournay, by the neareft 
W ay. Provided that the Sieur de Bonnot, Commilfary o f 'W ar, and the 
Sieur de Mijftly, Paymafter o f the Troops, o f his Moji Chr^ftian Majefty, 
fhall remain in Ghenty as Boftages, for the Payment of all Debts ju ftly  
contra6Ved during the Siege, for the Service o f the two Crowns, till thole 

“  Debts are wholly difcharged. Granted, provided that the fame Hojiages 
Jhall he refponjibk fo r  all the Debts contracted, Jhice the French have been 
in Poffejfton o f lhe Tou>n.
9. “  T h a t  the Allies fhall fupply the Bcfieged with ten covered*Wag- 
gons, which ftinll march out, at the fame Tim e, with the Garrifbn, with-

** out being examinedj upon any Pretence whatfoever. Granted, Jor Jix, 
“  covered Waggons.

10. “  T h a t  there lhall be no Satisfa£lion expefted from the BcHcged, 
for any Damage occafioned by the Siege. Granted, cxcept tn Cafes -where

“  there fhall appear fome previous Agreement to the contrary.
11. ** T h a t  no Perfons whatfoever, who belong to the Garrifon o f the 

** two Kings, ftiall be arrefted, on any Pretence or Reafon. whatfoever. 
“  Granted, provided they pay, or give fatisfaCtory Security to their Creditors

fo r  their Debts.
12. “  T h a t  the Prifoners taken out o f the Garrifon, as well as the GarrJ- 
fon o f the Red Fort, who were detached from this Garrifon, fhall be re-

“  ftored on each Side ; that thofe who are in the A rm y o f the Allies., fhall 
bfc fent into the Town, before the Garrifon marches out o f it, and thofe, 
o f  the Allies who are in the Town, ihall be immediately fent back to the 
A rm y., Granted.
13. “  T h a t  the Allies fhall not take any Soldier out o f  his Ranks, as

. they march out, on any Pretence whatfoever. Granted, except Deferters.
14. “  T h a t  the Garrifon fhall be allowed to carry out of Ghent, Forage, 
and necefTary PrpvifionSj fufEcicnt for their Subfiftence for five Days.

"  Granted.
15. “  T h a t  the Hoftages on each Side, for the Execution o f this Capi-

** tulation, fhall be fet at Liberty, afToon as thefe Articles are performed, 
** and the Garrifon are arrived at Tournay. Granted. '

16. *■* T h a t  all the Women, Childreii, and Families o f any belonging 
** to the Troops of the two Crowns, fhall be permitted to retire to Tournayy

with their EfFedls. Grantedy at their own Charge.
17. “  A l l  the Inhabitants oiGhent fhall have Liberty to retire, with 
their EfFefts, into the Dominions o f the two Crowns. Granted, p ro v id ed

“  they do it within three Months.
18. “  T h a j-  the Allies fhall allow the Wives o f the Soldiers, who are in 
the Town fix Months Tim e to retire out o f it -, and after the Expira- 
tion o f that Term , to go to fuch Places, in the Territories o f the two

“  Crowns, as they fhall tnink fit. Granted, as the foregoing Article.
B • 19. “  T he

4o8 M I L I T A R  Y H I S T O R  Y 0/



19. ** T h e  Befiegers (hall fend toftimiflaries To-morrow, being the 
•* Thirty-firft, into the Tow n o f Ghtnt, to whom all th e K ^ s  o f Scores of 
** Provifion, and Ammunitioni as well as exaft Accounts o f Forage fliall be 

faithfully delivered^ under neceflary Guards, that nothing may ^  lott. 
f* Granted.

** Signed at the Camp o f  Meerkbeckt the thirtieth Day o f Decern-' 
bert 1708. at Eleven a-Clockin the M orning.”

The Prince and Duke o f  Marlborough*
Le Comte de la Motte.

’ Ferdinand van Collen Houdancnirt\ j  
S. van Gojlinga.
Le Comte de Rechteren,
B . van ff^elvclde,

, Adrian van Borfekn, tot Gelderen*

B e s i d e s  this Capitulation, there was another aoreed on, with the Clergy 
and'M agiftracy o f the City ; but as that related chiefly to their Privileges 
and Immunities, we ftiall omit it. T h e  States-Gcneral were fo fenfible o f the 
Importance o f the Service, done by the Duke o f Marlborrugh to the Com­
mon Caufet in the Recovery o f  Ghent, that they immediately wrote him the 
following Letter, as a Teftimony o f their Gratitude.

S i r ,
N o  News could be more acceptable to Us, at this Time, than the Ad- A Lctter 

vi(̂ e your Highnefs has given Us, in your Letter o f  the laft of December, 
o f  the Reduftion o i Ghent, when W e confidered the Largenefs and Situa- th^* 
tion o f that Place, its numerous Garrifon, the hard Sealon o f the Y ear, Duke of 
the Fatigues the Troops had already undergone, in this extraordinary MarlbmvsJt 

"  long and difficult Campaign, thefc Things ^emed not to permit Us to 
expe£l fofoon this happy Succefs. W e praife the LoRD o f H o s t s ,  who 
has heard our Prayers on this Occafion, and granted more than W e could 

<* hope for, and continues his BlefTmg on the Arms o f the Allies,, under 
“  your Condu£t W e rejoice, likewifr, with all our IJearts, to fee you 
“  bringing to an End this Glbrious and difficult Campaign, by* the Conqueft 

o f  fo important a Place, as that you have npw reduced by your Valour* 
and hope that Bruges w ill have the fame Fate. I f  fo many repeated D e- 

“  feats are not able to oblige the Enemy, to make an End o f the W ar, by 
a Peace, wherein the jellies may fina their Security, according to then 

“  Alliance, W e hope, the Year VVe are now beginnlns;, you w ill obtain 
over them new Advantages, which w ill ftill encreale your G lory, and 
force' the Enemy to lay down their Arm s, to the Satisfadlion o f the High 
Allies, W e conclude wlrh thefc W ilhes, and are truly, and with the 

** greateft Efteem,
•

P u r s u a n t  to the Capitulation, the Garrifon o f  Ghent march’d out the 
Second of N . S. with the ufual Marks o f Honour, in order to be
condufted toToarwiTy; and immediately after, the Duke o i  Argyle. with fix 
Britijh Battalions, took Poflefllon o f the Tow n and Citadel. In the Morn­
ing, t|iirt)' Battalions, and forty Squadrons, were ranged along the Caufey, 
from the Outward Barrier o f  the Brujjels Gate, to receive the French, who 
began to come out, about Ten ^-Clbck, with the Count de h  Motte, and 
other General Officers at their Head. T h ey  faluted the Duke Marlbo­
rough and Prince Eugene, as did, likewife, all the Troops, which bting very 
Jiumerous, it was near l^ven at N ight, before they had all pafs’d by. The 
Duke and Prince Eugene were on Horfe-back all the Tim e, as were alfo, with 
them, the Count de la Motte, and the Baron ae Capres, who then followed 
their Troops to Gaveren, in their W ay to Tournay, between N ine and Ten 
at Night. T h is  done, his Grace fupped with Prince Eugene, and after­
wards went into the Tow n incognito.
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O n the Third in the Morning, the Duke going to view the Attacks, and 
the Outworks, was received, as he returned} about Noon, at his Entrants 
into the Gate o f St. Liven, by the M agiltrates; who after making him a 
Compliment, on this Occafion, prefented him with the Keys of the Town, 
in a g ilt Balbn; which his Gracc returning, was conduced by them through 
a  Lane o f the Burghers under Arms, to the Town-Honfe; where a fplendid 
Entertainment was prepared for him, and the other Generals and Head 
Officers o f the Arm y. In the Evening, there was an Illumination on the 
Tow er o f the Town-Houfe, a Ceremony which had not been obferved for 
many Years before, and the Burghers, by their lond and repeated Acclama­
tions, feemed to teftify, that it was a great Satisfadlion to them, that they 
were again returned to their Obedience to their lawful Sovereign. 'I'his 
feeming Joy, however, was believed by moft to be fiftitious, and only a 
C loak to cover their former Treachery, and Perfidy ; for which, though they 
had fuffered feverely, it was thought they would commit<the fame again, if  
Occafion {hould offer.

T h e  Duke H O W E V E R  inlincere the Joy o f the Burghers might be, that o f the Lillies 
of Marlba. was fincere.and was not a little increafed by the News o f the Enemy’s having 
pTincê £« evacuated ; the Magiftrates o f which Place came, tha Second in the
genTkt out Evening, to Ghe?it, to make their Submillion to the Duke of Marlborough\ 
*for the and acquainted him, that the French Garrifon had march’d out on the Firft
Hague. o f Januaryy at N ig h t: A t the fame 1  ime  ̂ the Enemy abandoned Flaffcn-

dahl, and Lcfingheny and retired into their own Territories. On the Third, 
Prince Eugenic let out for BruJJels, w'hither he w'as followed, next Day,
b y the Duke of Marlborough ; where having fettled the Winter-Quar-
ters for the Confederate Troops, the Command of: which was gi\en to 
Count Tilly, they fet out together, the Ninth o f January, for the Hague. 
Thus thefe two great Commanders put an End to their Glorious Campaign ; 
which for its Length, and the Variety o f Critical Turns therein, as well as 
its important Succelfes, is hardly to be paralleled in H iftory ; and proved 
as much to the Advantage, as well as G lory of the Confederates, as them- 
felves could have wifli’d or defired. T o  commemorate thefe extraordinary 
Succefles, the following Medal was ftruck, much about the fame Time.

O n  the Face was reprefented Vnncc Eugejie, and the Duke o f Marlborough, 
holding each'of them, in one Hand, a Crown o f Laurels, and gathering L il­
lies with the other, with this. Infcription :

^ d  exornandam Laurcam. T o  adorn our Laurels.

In the Exergue  ̂ are the following W ord s:

Eugenii ^  Marlborough Ccnjunfti* Gallorum DiJJtpatio.
T he Junction o f Eugene and Marlborough proves the Difperfion o f the F r m k

On the Reverfe is reprefented a Man fitting under a Tree, and inticing a
Cock to him, with a- Bait faften’d to a Hook and a Line, upon which the
Cvck feizes. Over them is this Verfe :1

Va tibi ludenti, narti mox pojl JnbilaJlcbis.

W oe unto thee who now rejoiceft, for thy Joy fhall foon be turned
into W eeping.

Alluding tothefhort-liv’d Joy o f tbs French in their PofTe/Tion o f Ghent, and 
Bruges i and their being obhged to fufTer not only the Redu£lion o f LiJ/̂ . 
but the Retaking o f thoTe Places alfo. This is farther explained by the to<> 
lowing Infcription in the Exergue-,

G alli Gandavo &  Bruga C/ipta Aldenardam Ohfejfuri vincuntur. ix Julii.
M -DCC.IIX.

'T h e  French  ̂ defigning to hefioZQi Oudenarde, sre defeated, July  i ?, 17°^.
and lole Ghent, and Bruges.
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T h e  Affairs on the Upper Rhine were very inconfiderable this Year, and The St.te 
the Campaign there produced nothing very m aterial; or, at leaft, nothing®  ̂Affairs in 
that occafioned any Alteration in the general Affairs o f  Europe, wherefore 
we fliall pafs them by, without any farther Notice. In Piedmont, the D uke° 
o f Savoy obtained feveral Advantages over the Marflial de Villars, who com­
manded on that Side. In Italy, the moft remarkable Incident o f this Year, 
was the Difference between the Courts o f  Rome and Vienna j the Popcy by 
his manifeft Partiality for the Houfe o f Bourbon, having fo far incurred the 
Indignation o f the Emperor, that he was refolved to curb the Pride and In- 
folence of his Spiritual Father. In the mean W hile, the old Gentleman, 
being buoy’d up by the vain Promifes o f the French  ̂ began to talk o f 
chaftizing his rebellious Son, with temporal, as well as fpiritual Scourges, 
and began to raife an A rm y for that Purpofe; but Count Dhaun invading 
the Papal Territories, and the HoJy Father being apprehenfive o f  a 
Bombardment, at Civita Fecckia, from the Englijh Fleet, his Stomach 
came down. In Spain, among other Advantages obtained by the Confede­
rates this Year, Port-Mahon, with the whole Ifland o f Minarca, was re- '
duced by Sir Edward fFbitaker^ and Major-General Stanhope; a Conqueft 
the more worthy o f our Notice, as jt has remained ever fince in the rof- 
feflion o f Great Brittiin  ̂ and was confirmed to that Crown for ever, by the 
Treaty o f  Utrecht,

H a v i n g  now given an Account what was doing in other Parts of Europe, 
it will not be amifs i f  we take a Step to England  ̂ and fee what was tranf- 
a£ting, in the mean Tim e, at Home. The Parliament having met, the 
Tentn of November, the Houfe o f  Commons prefented two Addreffes to her 
M ajefty; one o f Condolance, on the Death o f her Royal Confort, Prince 
George; and the other of Congratulation, on Account of the glorious Sue- 
cefs o f her Arms. By Part o f the latter, which we fball recite, as it does’ 
great Honour to our Hero, our Readers will fee what Senfe that Auguft A f- 
ftm bly had o f the Services performed by the Duke of Marlborough.

D u k e  o f  M A R L B O R O U G H ^  & c  4.1 r

M o s t  G r a c i o u s  S o v e r e i g n ,

the Commons o f  
you, on

‘ ‘ W e your Majcfty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the Cot 
** Great Britain in Parliament affembled, beg leave to congratulate 
“  the Glorious Succedes o f this Year, gainecfby the Arms o f your Majefty, 

and thofe o f your High Allies.
“  T h e  great and ngnal Advantages, that have been fo wonderfully" 

“  obtained, fo vigoroufly profecuted and improved, and, upon all Oc- 
‘ ‘ cafions, fo happily accomplifhed, are repeated Inftances, that no Difficul- 
** ties are infuperable to your great Commander, and no Force of the Enemy 
** able to obttruft the Progrefs o f your Viftorious A rm s; which gives us 
”  good Grounds 'to hope for farther Succefs, before the Conclufion o f this 

long and active Campaign,
•»'

On the Thirteenth o f December, Sir Thomas Hanmer made a Motion, in 
the Houfe o f Commons, That the Thanks o f the Houfe might be given to 
Major-General If^ebb, for the great a*d eminent Services performed by him 
at the Battle o f  JVynendale, which was unanimoully carried in the Affirma­
tive, Major-General Ĥ 'tbb being’ then in the Houfe, M r. Speaker gave him , 
in his Placcj the Thanks o f the Houfe accordingly j which he acknowledged 
in a very- handfome and modeft Speech \ and lai<l, amongft other Things, 
He valued that Honour above the greateft Rewards. Tnis gave Occafion 
to another Member to fay  ̂ He did not difapprove o f the Method o f  re- 

turning Thanks to fuch Generals as had performed their D o ty ; which, 
“  however, had been do.ie more frequently o f  iate than heretofore; but 
“  that hei could not but take Notice, That not only the Thanks o f  Both 
“  Houfes, but alfo great Rewards had been beflowed on another tlommander.”  

is eafily feen,,that this was levell’d againft the Duke ot Marlborough. 
^n the 'fwenty-thirdj Both Houfes joined in a congratulatory Addrefs to her

. Majefty,



Majefty, on the farther Succefs o f the Cam paign; Part o£ which was a«? 
follows.

M o s t  G r a c i o u s  So v e r e i g n ,
“ W e  your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the Lords Spiritual 

** Vit\dTemporal, ^hdCommons, \nParliament affembled, moft humbly congra- 
** tulate your Majefty upon the Reduftion o f Ghent, the laft great Effort of 

o f this Glorious Tear i a Year that w ill be ever famous in Hiftor}% as well 
** for the entire Difappoititment o f all the Attempt and Hopes o f  your Enemies, 
** as fo r  the many wonderful Succejfes, with which it haspleafed G o d  to blefs the 
** j 4r ms o f your Majefty t and your High Allies, The unulual Length o f the 
“  Campaign, the Variety o f Events, and the Difficulty and Importance o f the 
** Aftions, have given many Opportunities to your M ajefty’s Great General, 

the Duke o f Marlborough, to fliew his confummate Abilities, and all the 
great ^ a lities  neccjjfaryfor fo high a Truft, & c .’’

The Cm- O n the Twenty-fecond o f January, the Houfe o f  Commons, impatient to 
êTr fblmn Regard to his Grace, unanimoufly refolved, “  That the Commons

Thanks'to "  ° f  Great Britain, being fenfible, not only o f the great and eminent Ser- 
Duke of ** vices, performed by his Grace the Duke o f Marlborough the laft fuc- 
Mavlborough »c cefsful Campaign, fo much to the Honour of Great Britain, and the Ad- 

** vantage o f all Europe, but alfo o f the indefatigable Zeal he perfevered in 
** for the Commin-Caufe abroad, whilft he might, with Reafon, expeft to be 

received with all the Marks o f Honour and Satisfaftion at Home, having 
a juft Regard to his glorious Aftions, did return him the Thanks of the 

** Houfe.** They likewife ordered their Speaker to tranfmit the famp to his 
G race; which being done accordingly, the Duke o f Marlborough was pleafed 
to return the following Anfwer,

•

S i K ,

His Grace’s ♦* I AM extremely fenfible o f the great Honour the Houfe o f  Commons 
Anfwer. »r have done me, in the Vote you have been pleafed to tranimit to me, by 

** their Order: Nothing can give me greater Satisfaction, than to find the 
Services I endeavour to do the ^ een , and my Country, fo acceptable to the 
Houfe o f Commons \ and I beg the Favour o f you to affure them, I ftiall 
never think any Pains "or Perfeverance too great, if  I may, by G oP ’a 
Bleffing, be inftrumental in procuring a fafe and honourable reace for her 

* *  M ajefty, and m y Fellow-Subje£ts. 1 am, with Truth,

S i r ,

BruJfels,Fehv. Tour moft Faithful *
Humble Servant,

M a r l b o r o u g h .ft

U n d o u b t e d l y  the Duke muft be highly pleafed with fo uncommon a 

Demonftration o f the Gratitude o f the Houfe Commons for his Services, as 
to tranfmit him their Thanks whilft Abroad.

O n the Twenty-fifth o f February, O. S, his. Grace, who had been detained 
fome Tim e in the Low-Countries, on account o f  fome Propofals made by 
the French for a Peace, having carried on his Negotiations on that Head^ as 
far as the Honour o f the Nation would allow, embark’d at ^ e n d ; and, af- 
ter a long and dangerous PafTage, arrived at London, on the Firft o f March, 
about Tw o in the Afternoon. A s the Houfe o f  Lords were then fitting, and 
it  was generally believed, that his Grace brought over with him Propofals 
made by the Enemy for a Peace, which the M ifery and Necefllcies of France 
feemed to drive them to fue for, almoft on any Terms, the Lord Sommers, 
Prefident o f the Council, (or, as Bi£hop Burnet fays, the Lord Halifax) 
moved for the making an Addrefs to the ^ e e n ; ** That her M ajefty would 

' “  be pleafed to take Care, at the Conclulion o f the W ar, that the French 
** King might be obliged to own her M ajefty’s T itle, and the Proteftant

Succemon;
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“  Succeflion; that her M ajefty’s jilHcs might be Guarrantees of the fame ;
“  and that the Pretender m ight be removed out o f the Frcnch Dominions.”
This Motion was approved o f unanimoufly, and accordingly a Committee 
were appointed to draw up the Addrefs ; which done, their Lordlhips or­
dered the Lord Chancellor to return the Thanks o f  their Houjc to his Grace 
the Duke of Marlborough^ for the eminent Services performed by him the 
laft Campaign.

A C C O R D IN G L Y ,,  his Grace having taken his Seat in the Houfe o f  Peers, 
the next D ay, the Lord Chancellor returned him the Thanks o f ih2X. Illufirious 
and Augvft AJJembly, in the following Words.

My Lord Duke o f  Marlborough,

I H A V E  the Honour to be again commanded by this Houfe, to give your T)x.Houfter 
"  Grace their hearty and unanimous Thanks, for the great and eminent 
<* Services you have performed this laft Campaign, particularly to her Ma- xhanks”  

jefty, and her Kingdoms, and in general to all t V  JUies. •
W h e n  I laft obey’d the like Command, I could not but infer, from 

** your Grace’s former Succefles, we had ftill moft reafonable Expeftations,
‘‘ you would fiot fail to improve them. I beg Leave to congratulate your 

Grace, that the Obfervation then made, has proved, as it was intended,
“  perfeftly true.

I H O PE I fhall not be thought to exceed the Bounds o f my prefent 
Commillion, i f  being thus led to contemplate the mighty Things your 

“  Grace has done for Us, I cannot but conclude, with acknowledging, with 
‘ ‘ the utmoft Gratitude, the Providence o f G o d ,  in raifing you up to be an 
“  Inftrtiment of fo much Good, in fo critical a Junfture, when it was fo 
"  much wanted.”

T  o this Compliment, his Grace made the following Anfwer.

M y  L o r d s ,

O v u t .  o f  M A R L B O R O U G H ,  S i c .  4 r j

cc

ii

I HOPE you will do me the Juftice to believe, there are very few Hi* Grace'® 

Things could give me more Satisfaftion, than the favourable Approba- Anfwer. 

tion of my Service, by this Houfe.
“  A n d  I beg Leave to afiTure your Lordfhips, it fljall be the conftant 
Endeavour of my Life, to deferve ‘ the Continuance o f your good 
Opinion.”

T h e  fame Day, the Lords fent down their Addrefs to the Commons, for 
their Concurrence, whereupon M r. Secretary Boyle reprefented, that the 
Britifh Nation having been at a vaft Expence o f Blood and Treafure, for , 
the Profecution o f this neceflary W ar, it was but juft they fhould reap fome 
Benefit by the Peace : And therefore, the Town o f Dunkirk being a Neft ,
of Pirates, that infefted the Ocean, and did infinite M ifchief to Trade, he 
moved, that the Demolijhing o f its Fortifications and Harbour, fhould he infifted 
on in the enfuing Treaty o f Peace, and inferred in the Addrefs; which being 
unanimoufly approved of, with that Amendment, it was carried back to 
their Lordfhips by Mr. Secretary Boyle, and prefentcd to her M ajcfly the 
next Day. Her Majefty received, and anfwered it very favourably; and 
this Addrefs was highly acceptable^ to the whole Nation, and to all the 
Allies.

A s  we have mentioned above, that his Grace the Duke o f Marlborough The Con- 
ftaid fome Tim e in the Low-Countries, by Rcafon o f Propofals ^  of

the Frcnch for a Peace, it may not be improper to give a brief Account o f 
that M atter, as being necelTary for the better Umlcrftanding what w ill fol- their Nego- 

low. Our Readers may remember, that in the O^ober after the Battle o f tiations for a 
fam ilies, the Elcftor of Bavaria wrote to the Duke o f  Marlbohughy in the 
Name o f the Mofi ChnJ^ian King, and propofed the holding Conferences for * 
treating o f a general Peace; the King o f France had, after that, offered to
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rome to a Treaty of Partition, by allowing Spain, and the Wcji-Jndies, to 
King CbajlcSi provided the Dominions in Ira/y were given to K ing Phi/ip. 
T h e  i ’ /fwc/i hoped, that En^larid, and the States-Gcneral, would have agreed 
to this, as not being fo much conccrn’d therein; but they knew the Court 
o f Fienna would never hearken to it, for they valued the Dominions in Italy, 
w ith the Iflands near them, much more than all the R elt o f tl:\e Spanijb 
Monarchy. But, at the fame Tim e France was tempting us with the 
Hopes of Spain, and the ff'^ejl-lndies, for King Charles, that Court, in a Let­
ter to the Pope, offered the Dominions in Italy to that Prince. But as the 
Parliament had always declared the Ground of the W ar to be, the Reftoring 
o f the whole Spanijh Monarchy to theH oufe o f j 4njitia, though the States 
indeed had never done fo, the Duke of Marlborough could not hearken to 
thcfc Offers j wherefore he convinced the Status o f the treacherous Deiigns 
o f the Court of Franco in making them, and they were not entertained. 
However, the Court of Vienna were fo much alarmed, at the Inclination 
w^ich fom-* had expreifed to comply with this Scheme, that this was be­
lieved to be the fccret Motive, which induced them, the Winter following, 
to enter into the Treaty for evacuating the Milaneze-., and o f their pcrfifting 
fo obftinately, the Summer after, in their Defign upon Naplrsj for, by this 
Means, they bccame Mafters o f both.

T h o u g h  the Frcnch had hitherto mifcarried in all their Attempts, either 
to obtain Peace upon the Terms they propofed, or to divide the Lillies by 
their infidlous Offers, yet being now reduced to great Extremities by their 
conflant ill Succefs, and by the Miferies of their People ; and efpecially by 
a general Failure of Publick Credit, the moft eminent Bankers in and
Lyons, having been obliged to flop Payment, they began to entertainoferious 
Thoughts o f a Peace, and refolved to try the again, after the Duke
o f Marlborough was come over to England. T h e Prefident de Rouille, there­
fore, was fent to Holland, with general Offers of Peace, and defired them 
to declare what Terms they infifted on, affuring them they fhould have as 
good a Barrier for themfelves, as they could ask. The Court o f France had 
flattered themfelves with the Hopes, that their High Mightineffes would 

The Prefi. bave been tempted with thii Offer j but, contrary to their E xpedition, the 
AtwKdtRou- States refolved to adhere firmly to their Confederates, and to enter into no 
»7/<rcomcs to I'reaty, but in Conjunftion with their However, upon the Arrival

o f Monfieur de Rouille at Jintwcrp) they appointed Monfieur Buys, Pen- 
the States lionary of j 4mjierdamy and Monfieur Fanderdujfen, the Penfionary of Goudi^
Deputies. to have a Conference with him at Moerdykc.

U pon the Report o f what paffed in this'Interview, their High M ighti' 
ne([es permitted this French Minifler to come to U^oerden, a Place between 
Leyden and Utrecht, that he might be nearer at Hand for the Intended Ne-* 
gotiation ; and then the Deputies of the States had another Conference with 
him, wherein he made fome flight Propofals, which tended towards a general 
Peace, but refufed to give them in Writing. A s the States-General were 
very cautious o f making any Advances, in fo important an Affair, without 
the Concurrence and Privity o f their ^//;Vj, they gave immediate Notice of
what had paffed, to the Courts o f Fienna and Great Britain ; whereupon
Prince .̂ugenc, who, during this Interval, was gone to Fienna, returned 
from thence to BruJJels, on the Twenty-feventh o f March, N. S. with full 
Powers from his Imperial M ajefly, and came on the Eighth o f ^ p ril to the 
Hague, where the Duke o f Marlborough likewife arrived, the next D iy , 
from England.

T h e se  two Princes had a long Conference with the Grand Pevjionary 
Heinftus, Meiiieurs Buys, and Fanderdujfen, and other Deputies o f the States; 
wherein they confidered the Overtures made by France, which being judged 
to be infufficient, to be the Ground whereon to enter into a 'Freaty o f Peace, 
^)rders were given for carrying on the W arlike Preparations, w'iih all pof- 
fible Application and Diligence, in order to open the Campaign, as foon as 

f the Backwardiiefs o f the Seafon would permit, and purluc the late Advan­
tages with the utmofl Vigour.

T hb
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T h e  Deputies o f the having informed Monfieur dc Rouille, that
his Overtures were not fatisfaftory, that Minilter fent an Exprcfs to Paris, 
ibr new Inftruftiohs. 'J’his made the French Court very uncafy: Oa 
one Hand, they were rcfolved not to comply with the Demands o f theCo«- 

fcdcratcs^ in p,iving up the whole Spanijh Monarchy ; on the other Hand, 
the great Difficulties they laboured under, which were greatly increafed by 
the general Scarcity o f Corn, and^other Provifions, occafioned by the great 
Severity o f the foregoing Winter, laid them under a Ncccflity o f buoying 
up the finking Spirits o f the People, with Hopes, at leaft, o f  putting a 
fpeedy B-'nd to the War, by a Peace. ‘Monlieur de Rouil/e's Exprcfs, therefore, 
was lent back immediately, with Direftions to that Minifter, as it appeared 
in the Sequel, to amule the Allies, with a feeming Compliance with all 
their Demands; but not to fign any Thing that Ihould be drawn up in 
Writing.

T h e  Grand Pcnfinnary having made a Report to the Duke of Miirlhorough  ̂
by Order of the StaicSf o f what pafTed at the Conference, which had been 
held by Meflieurs Buys, and launderdujfcti, with the Frcnch IVlinillcr, after 
the Return o f his Courier from Paris, his Grace refolved to go again to 
Great Britain* to acquaint the ^ ccn  with the Progrefs o f this important 
Negotiation. Upon the making of this Report o f the French Court’s Pro- 
polals to the Duke Marlborough, his Grace is faid to have anfwercd, That 
j/" France had no other Oj êrs to mal-e, A llies »;///? go, the ?iext Summer, 
to treat o f a Peace in France, with one.Hundred and fifty Thoufand Plctiipo- 
tentiaries. I ’his very Story, liowcver, is related by fome Hiftorians o f 
Prince Eugene.  ̂ T he Duke embark’d, therefore, the Thirteenth o f April, ThcDukeof 
N. S. tind arrived three Days after at London. During this fecond Ablence Marlborough 
of his-Grace, the French Court, to colour over their Artifices w'ith an Air 
of Sincerity, fent the Marquis de Torcy, Secretary o f State for Foreign A f-

• fairs, to Holland, thinking the Prefence o f fo great a Minifter might have 
fome Influence on the States. On his Arrival at the Hague, he w'as there The Mar- 
two Days before his Quality was known ; after which, he made a Vifit to the quis de Torcy 
Grand Pcnjionary  ̂ and offered to communicatc to him the Propofals he had 
to make ; but that Minifter told the Marquis, he could not confer with him, 
nor fee his Propofals, without Leave from the States. However, their 
High Mightinejfes having confented, that he, and thf? Deputies w'ho had 
been appointed to receive the Propofals of Monfieur dc Rouille, fhould meet 
the Marquis, and hear what he had to ’ offer, they had an Interview with 
him the next Day. T h e Refult o f  this Conference being communicatcd to 
the States-General, the Grand Penjionary had Orders to inform the French 

^Minifter, that they, could not come to any Re’folutiouj rill they were ih- 
’ formed o f the Sentiments o f her Majefty o f Great Britain, by the Return 
of the Duke of Marlborough.

H is Grace made but a ifhort Stay in F.hgland, and returned to the Hague 
the Eightecntli o f May, N . S. where the firfl Thing he did was to confer •
with Prince Eugene, who had arrived there fix Days before, from Bruffelst 
and had fome Conferences with the Grand Penjionary; tjierein he hadf the 
Satisfaftion to receive frefh Affurances, that the States would never feparate 

from the general Intereji and Scope o f  the Grand Alliance, private
Conf deration whatfoever. I 'h e  Lord Vifcount Townjhmd went over with thp The Duke 

oit Marlborough, as AmbafTador Extraordinary, and joint Plenipoten-of Marlho. 

tiary o f Great Britain, his Gracc thinking the Load too great to bear it 
v/holly himfelf. “  This Choice (fays Bifhop BurnetJ was well made j 
“  as the Lord ’Townfloend had great Parts, which he had improved by Tra- come to the 

veiling, was by much the moft fhining Perfon o f all our young N obility, 
and had diftinguiflied himfelf eminently on many Occafions, fo he was a 
Man o f great Integrity, and o f good Principles, in all Refpcftsfree from 

“  all Vice, and of an engaging Converfation.”  .
T h k  Duke o f Marlborough, and the Lord Toivnjhend, having given im- , 

mediate Notice o f  their Arrival to tTie Prefident o f the States for the Week, 
and to the Grand Penjionary, thofe  ̂ two Misiftcrs went together to their

•  TTvr»plh»n-
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Excellencics, to compliment them in the Name of the Statcsy and, at the* 
fame T im e, to confer with them, as they did, for about an Hour and a half 
which done, they returned to the AlTembly o f the Statcs-General. T h e  
fame Evening, the Marquis de Torcy went alone to the Duke o i Marlho- 
rough\ Lodgii^s, and had a Conference of above two Hours with his Grace, 
and the Lor^ Totvnjkend.

Several Con- O n the Ninteenth in the Morning, the Marquis made another Vifit to 
fercnces be- his Grace, and they both went together to Prince Eugc}ie'‘s Apartm ent, 

where they likewife conferred for fome Time. In the Evening, his Grace 
both Sides'’”  Prince Eugene went together to the Grand Pcnjionary, who acquainted 

them with the Kefolution o f the Statcs-Gencral  ̂ not to accept the Offers 
made by the French Minifters, nor to take one Step farther, but in Concert 
with the High Allies. This Determination was very fatisfadtory to the Duke, 
and Prince ; and produced fuch a Harmony and Unanimity amonglt
all the Confederate Minitters, as entirely baffled all the fecret Defigns o f 
France: Notwithftanding, the Marquis de Torcy managed his Game very 
artfully, and did all he could to amufe them with half Promifes, and faint 
Denials.

O n  the Twentieth, in the M orning, the Duke o f Marlhoirough, Prince 
Eugene  ̂ and the hordTownJhcnd, returned the V ifit they had received from 
the Marquis de Torcy ; when the Prefident de Rouille, who till then had 
been with no other Minifters but Meflieurs de Buys, and Fandirdujfen, was 

The various prefented to thefe great Generals and Statefmen. The fame Day, the French 
Artifices of Minifters carried the Amufement; fo far, as to declare, that their Matter 
JWirifftcrs* confented to the Demolition o f Dunkirhy the Renunciation of all the Pre- 

tenfions to the Spanifh Monarchy, the yielding up o f fuch Places the 
Dutch demanded for their Barrier, with fome other Articles infifted upon 
by the Britijh Plenipotentiaries; but there being other Concellions demanded, 
befides thefe, which they pretended they had no Power to make, they 
broke up the Conference, and fent to the Pcnjionary to defire Pafles to re­
turn H om e; though, both now, and again on the Twenty-fecond, when 
they made the fame Demand, in order to be gone, they were eafily pre­
vailed upon to ftay.

T o  give a particular Account o f ever)" D ay’s Trania£tions, during the 
Courfe o f this memorable Negotiation^ would carry us too far; we fhall there­
fore only obferve farther,, that on the Twenty-feventh in the Morning, the 
laft Refolutions o f the ^ lie s  being communicated to the Fretich Minifters, 
and the Dt^e of Marlborough having fent them W ord, that Prince Eugene, 
and himfelf, had determined to fet out for Flqnders, within two Days, they 
promifed to return a final Anfwer, the fame Evening, at a Conference to be 
held for that Purpofe. A t  this Conference, which was held at the Grand” 
Penfionary''oi and lafted till Tw o the next M orning; the French, after many 

T h e  1‘reli- Difputes, feemed to comply with all the Preliminaty Articfes^ infifted on 
minaries a- by the Con/ederates j which being ordered to be fairly drawn up in Writing, 
grtcUon. and afterwards examined in a Conference, held the Twenty-eighth, about 

Ten in the Morning, another Meeting was appointed in the Afternoon, in 
order to the fignirig thefe Articles. But how great was the Surprize of 
every or>p,^ find, after the Imperial, Britijh, and Dutch Picoiporentiaries 

But tlw figneU them, that the French Minifters refufed to fet their Hands to
French Mi- thtm, allcdging they had no Inftru£Vions fo to do. However, to put^a Glofs 
nifters refufe f t j] ]  upon the Matter, the Marquis de Torcy told the Minifters of the Allies',
tofignthem . veould immediately fet out for 'Paris, to lay the whole Tranfa£lion

before the Mofl Chrijlian K ing, and endeavour to procure his Ratification r
And he promiled Prince Eugene  ̂ that he woul^ acquaint him with his Ma-
jefty’s Refolution, by the Fourth o f the next Month. W ith this Compli­
ment he took his Leave o f t-he Confederate Minifters, and left the Hague that 
very Afternoon ; the Prefident de Rouille, who opened the firft 'ceue o f this 
Mock-Negotidtion, being to ftay behind yet fome Tim e longer, in order to

• put off the Unravelling o f the Plot as long as poffible.

H o w -
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H o W ev er, tlie whole Artifire o f Franco was difcovered, at laft ; and it 
appeared, very evidently, that that Court had no other Defign, in all this 
Isiegotiation, but to try if they could either create a Mifunderllanding be­
tween the lilie s , or by their leeming great Concellions, for the Security o f 
the States  ̂ provoke the People o f Holland againlt their Magiilrates, if they 
Ihould carry cn the W ar, when they had fuch fafc and honourable Terms of­
fered them. For they reckoned, that i f  aSufpenfion o f Arms, could be once 
obtained, upon any other Terms than the Reftoring o f they fhould
then be able to get out of the W ar themfelves, and the A lik s  would be left 
to try how they could conquer Spain. However, the Marquis de Torcy was 
pundtual to his W'ord given to Prince Eugene; for on the Fourth o f yune, as 
his Highnefs was at hrujjels^ he received the following Letter from that 
Minifter.

S i r , ^

A c c o r d i n g  to myPromife, that you fhould know, by the Fourth In- The Mar- 
ftant, at fartheft, the King's Refolution, about the Plan o f Peace, drawn q>|'s ^

“  up, and concluded on at the Hague, I do m yfelf the Honour to “ ’ form 
“  you, that his Majefty having examined the fame, finds it impoffible for^^.
“  him to accept it, and therefore has fent Orders to the Prefident deRouilkt 
“  to notify the fame to the Potentates engaged in this War. It is to be 
“  hoped, that more honourable I ’erms w ill be offered, for the Eftablifh- 
“  ment o f a Peace, fo necelTary for all Europe j and confequently fo much 
*' defired by every Body. Jn the mean W hile, I have no Occafion to be 
‘ ‘ forry for my Journey, fince it has procured me the Honour o f your A c- 
“  quaintance, and given me an Opportunity o f knowing perfonally, that 
“  your*Great Reputation, o f which the W orld is full, is fo juflly your 
“  Due, as being founded ®n real Mcrit.’^

I  am. See.
P^erfailks) June 2, 1709. ToRCV.

T h e  MefTenger, who brought this Letter to Prince Eugene, arrived next Exception'* 
Morniny, at the Hague  ̂ where People were in the Height o f Expeftation, 
o f the Ftench K ing’s Ratification o f the Preliminaries ; But, to their great 
Difappointment, the Prefident de Rouille, having had a Conference, the fame King^of" 
Day, at Grand Pen^onary's, with t h e a n d  Britijh Plenipoten-/ranc/. 
tiaries, and the Deputies o f the States, acquaintecl them, “  That the Moji 

Chrijiian King, could not ratify fome ‘Articles, agreed to in the Confe- 
“  rtnces held with Monfieur de Torcy  ̂and concluded the Twenty-eighth paft;
“  in particular he excepted againft the Tenth, Eleventh, Tw enty-eighth, <
"  Twenty-ninth,and Thirty-feventhArticles: That, as totheTenth, hisMojf 

ChriJi-fanMsi]d\y agreed to the fame, as far as it concern’d the PofTefTion o f 
“  Alface, according to the literal Senfe o f the Treaty o f Munfier\ but infifled 
“  on having Landau reflored ro him, and offered Old lirijac as an Equiva- 
“  lent; both which Places had been yielded up to France, by the faidTreatyof 
“  Munfier: That the MoJi Chrijiian K ing could not confent to the Demoli- 

tionof Hunningen, New Brifa , and Fort Louis, but agreed to all the other 
"  Part o f the Eleventh i\rticle: That the Twentv-eighth,. plating to the 
"  Places yielded to the DuKCt o f Savoy, was entirely ex ccp te^ a « j|# , and 
“  referr’d to a farther DifcufTion : 'J'hat his Majefty alfo diflikedtm r whole 
“  Tweniy-ninth A rticle, whereby the Emperor’s Proceedings againfl the 
“  Ekfiors o f Cologny and Bavaria w^re approved o f and juftified, but would 
“  bave the fame referred to the Negotiations for a General Peace ; with 
“  this Provifo, that the Upper Palatitiate-, and the Dignity annex’d thereto, 

fliould not be confirmed to the Elefior Palatine ; and that the Intereits o f 
“  the Elefiors of Cologn, and Bavaria, fhould be fettled in the Preliminaries:

And in the lafl Place, that his MoJ} Chrijiian Majefty excepted alfo againfl 
“  the Thirty-feventh Article, whereby two Months 01^’ were allowed, for 

the Delivering up o f the Monarchy, which T^erm he would have
enlarged ; but confented to the Recalling his own I roops from Spain, *
W’ithin that T im e.” V
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T h e s e  DifficnltieS, ftartcd by the K i ^  of Ft ante, having been commu- 
hicated by Monficur dt RouUle, Count Zinzcndorf, the Duke e f  Marlbo- 
r'DTtgh, the Lord Vifcdunt TtiVfiJkcnd  ̂ and the Gi and Pcnftonary Heinftus  ̂
irtimediately held a Conference bet\yeen themfelves, wherein it was refolved ; 
Thai Ho Alterathn ought to be admitted in the Preliminary A rtickit and efpê  
tially in thfe cxceptid againji by France, wtre the moji efentia/: And
it was agreed, at the lame 1  ime, to give Notice to Monfieur de Rouiilc  ̂
to be gbhe in twenty-four Hours.

The Allits Ow the Sixth o f JnHe, N. S. in the Morning, the Prefident de Rouille, 
infift upon rti^dc a Vifit to tht Duke o f Marlhorought and propofed another Confc- 

rence, which Was hdd that Night j ''but nothing Material was tranfafted 
therein, except that the declared to the Prefident ; hat they could not 
recede from any o f the yirtieles agreed tô  and that i f  his Majicr did not 
think f t  to comply therewith, the A llies Jhould not think themfelves hound, by 
$he /aid Articles, or confine their Prcti7iJto7ts to the Contents thereof after the 
Fifteenth o f that Months being the Tim e allowed by th^ faid Articles. 7 ’Jie 
French Minifter faid he had no Orders to make any farther Declaration, 
whereupon, he receivied a fecond Intimation to depart immediately. The 
fame Evening Mr. H^alpole, Secretary to the B ritip  Plenipotentiaries, re­
turned td the Hague, with the Qi^een o f Great BritaiM's Radfication o f the 
faid Prelikninarieti. T h e Eighth, the Grand Pcnfionary reported Monfieur 

R m lle 'i Declaration to the Aflem bly o f the States ; upon which their 
i^igh Mighinc^es having taken it into Confideration ; That the faid Arti- 
** cles had been concerted with the Marquis de Torcy, and the Prefident de 
"  Rouille, had been put into W riting with their Confent, and carry’d to 
** the King o f Franct, by the Marquis de Torcy himfelf, in order to be 

fign^d and ratify'd; that they had been aftuaJly figncd on the>- Part of 
** the Emperor, Great Britain, and Holland, an<li»had been ratify’d by her 
“  Britannick M ajeAy; and that nothing fhort o f thefe Preliminaries could 
“  'obtain and fecure the General Peace, and prevent a dangerous, expen- 
“  five, and tedious W ar, in Spain, the necelfary Refolutions for the Con- 

tinuance o f the War were taken, with equal Stcadinefs ar>d Prudcncc.”  
O n  the fame Night, the Prefident de RouUle being urged to declare, 

W^hedier he had any feaet Inftrudions, with Relation to a Peace, made, 
Anfvver j “  That if  the Allies would content themfelves with the Ft/, h Ar- 

tide of the Preliminaries, wi-th Regard to Spain, without infifting u'pcwi 
the others, with Refpcft to th« D elivering up o f the Sfanijh Monarchy,

*  “  he belie\*edthe K ing his M after, wotild be induced to recede from the
The Nc'»o- “  other Exceptions, about Alface, the Duke o f Savoy,. & c .”  But the Recove-

# tiatioiTs are ry  o f the Spautjh Monarchy from the Houfe o f Bourbon, being the main End
bjokcn off. o f the W ar, and the only Means to reftore and preferve the Ballance of

'Europe, the Miniilers o f the Allies, did not think fit to depart from any 
one o f the Articles they had agreed on, to fecure the effectual Evacuation 
o f  Spdin i wher6uport, a Palfport was fent Monfieur de RouUle, the fame 
•Evening, for his fafe R«vim Home. Accordingly, on the Ninth, in the 
M orning, he fet out fro»m the Hague, and embark’d at Rotterdam, for Ant- 
Werp, in order to proceed from thence to Paris.

T h e  fan^e Miirning, all the Ministers o f the High Alliesy being defired 
to me«̂ t<?» ‘̂ 'Congrefs, Monfieur Ejfen, Prefident o f the Secret Affairs, 
■and tlih'Crand Pinfonary, communicated to them the Refolution bcfore- 
tnentioned o f the States-General, and gave them a full Account »of all the 
Steps which had been taken in the Negotiations, particularly fmce the French ' 
ICing had refufed to agree to the Preliminaries; defiring them to acqi^int 
their Prfncipals with thefc unfair Proceedings o f  the Court o f  Brar.rt  ̂ and 
iexhort them to join their belt Efforts againft an Enemy, who could never 
lie  brought to Reafon but by Force. Count Zinzftidorj^ then took this Op­
portunity, to tell fhc Deputies o f the States ; “  That both the Empire., the 

Emperor, and King Charles Ilf. would, doubtlefs, exprefs their Satisfaction,
“  for the Great Firmnefs and Conftancy their High Mightineffes hadlhown, 

in the Courfe o f  thefe Negotiations.” T h e Duke o f Mai (borough gave 
a them
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them' the fame Affurance,s on the Part o f the Queen of Great Ei ittiin, us did 
alfo the Reft o f  the Miniftcrs, on the Part o f their refpoftive Mafters :
And all o f them fignify’d to the Grand Paiftonary, how much all the A'lies 
were obliged to him, and fatisfy’d with the Prudence and Wifdom he had 
manifefted in the Negotiations; which, contrary to the Expeflations of the 
Enem y, would prove a new Cement to the Grand Alliancc, and an Argu­
ment to convince the Allies, that the War was to be carried on, till France 
ihould be reduced to the Neceffity, o f lubmitting to any Terms, which the 
^///wlhould pleafe to prefcribe.

THiiS thefe Negotiations came foon to an E nd; without producing any ill 
EfFed amongft the y^//ies; and it now plainly appeared, that the Eahnefs 
o f the trench Minifters in the yielding to the Preliminaries^ was but an A r­
tifice, cither to divide the Confederates, or to flacken their Zeal, in making 
the ncce/fary Preparations, for the early opening the Campaign ; But their 
Hopes failed them even in this Point, for there was no T im e loft in pre­
paring to take tht’ Field. Thus were all the Artifices o f France defeateti, by 
the Penetration, and confummate Prudence of the Minifters o f the jellies \ 
and efpecially o f Prince Eugene, and the Duke o f  Marlborough, whofe Cha- 
râ t̂ers ftione brighteft in this memorable Negotiation : For they treated Some k c*  

about Peace,•as they managed the W a r; they let the Frcnch Minifters, a s ‘'P* 
they had done their Generals, rack their Brains, and diforder their Spirits, 
by keeping them in a perpetual Hurry and Motion, to deviUe firft one Stra- ofF ot thVe 

tagem, and then an«)ther, whilft they purfued their Point, with the cooleft Negotiations 

Temper', and moft open Conduft, and carried it merely by the Dint o f 
Virtue : This was evidently the Cafe ; die French, who fubtilly propofed 
to diiunite the Allies, by fetting oi) Foot thefe Negotiations, were over- 
rearh’d themfelvesin the Preliminaries^ which were fo artfully contrived for 
the Satisfii6l:ion o f each o f the Allies in particular, and for the common Se­
curity of them all, that they were yet more firmly united tlian before, by 
this Difcovery o f the treacherous Defigns of the Frcnch Court.

S o m e ,  however, were not wanting, who h ^ h ly  blamed the Stiffnefs o f 
the Allies^ on this Occafion, when the Ksng at France bad given up, or at 
Jeaft his Minifterinfinuated, that he would give up every other Article, for 
infifting, that he ihould bind himfeJf to compel K ing Philip, or, as he was 
•then called, the Duke o f Anjou, to refign the whole Spanijh Monarchy to 
K in s  which, fay they, was probably the main, if  not t h e  only The Duke
Rcalon, which determined that Court to break thele Negotiations, rather Moriiw' 
than fubmit to fo hard a Condition; thinking they had condefcendcd fufll- 
ciently, in offering to withdraw all their Forces from his Service, and not lomeon that 
to give him any manner o f AfTiftance, for the future. Some went fo far as Account, 

to cenfurc the Duke o f Marlborough, as having been the Caufe o f the Break- 
‘ ing off thefe Negotiations, in order to i^in out the W ar, for his own pri­

vate E nds; but how groundlefs thefe Afperfions were, we fhall have Occa­
fion to fhew more particularly in th e5 equel. •

T h e  Negotiations being broken o C  as we have feen, and the Frcnch M i- T h e  Kinĝ  
nifters returned to Paris, the Court o f France fent a Circular Letter, to all of h'ramt 
the Governors o f the Provinces, to recommend to their Confideration his 
Majefty’s late Condudit in the Negotiations for Peace. V ^ th is  Epiftle> it ni[’̂ *ople. 
was thought fit, to condefcend to an Appeal to the whether
it was confiftent with the Dignity o f the Crown, or the Name,
to fubigiit to the Prclminaries demanded by the Confederates ? This Letter 
dwelt upon the Unreafonablenefs o f the Allies^ in requiring his Ma- 
iefty’s Affiftance in detnroning his W n  Grandfon ; and treated this Particu­
lar in Language more fuitable to it, as it was a Subjei^ for Oratory, than as 
it was a Circumftance wherein the Interefts o f Nations, and Reafons of State 
which afFefted all Europe were concerned.

T h e  clofe o f this Letter, or Memorial, feem’d to prepare the People to 
cxped all Events; afcribing the Confidence o f the Enemy, to the Goodnefs 
t>f their Troops, to which the Bravery and Condufl oj their (Scneral's might 

juflly have been added ; and acknowledging,Uhat the King’s foie Dependance, » 
was upon the Interpofition o f Providence^Som e T in je  aftec this, was pub-
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A n  A nfw er 
fa Id tu be 
from fome 
o f his Pro- 
tsftant Sub- 
jedts.

lifl’.cd the Tranflncion o f a Letter, fiicl to h;;ve been found in the Clofet of 
Moiiiieur de Chamillanh aficT his Difgruce. It was pretended to have been 
ilgned, by two Brothers ot the famous Cavalio , who icd the Ci iticfiois, and 
many others, amongH: whom was the Chief ot the FamiJy ot the Marquis 
de G uifcard ; this Tranllation was as follows.

S i r ,

VV'e have read your Majefty’s Letter to the Governors of your Pro- 
vinces, with Inftruftions what Sentiments to infinuate into the xVlinds of 

“  your People ; but as you have always afted upon this M axim ,,that we 
“  were mace for you, and not you for us, we muit take Leave to aifure 
“  your Majefty, that we are diredtly of the contrary Opinion, and mult 
“  defire you to fend for your Grandion home, and acquaint him, that you 

now know by Experience, that ^hfolute Pou;er is on\y a Fct tigo in the 
“  Brain o f Princes, which tho’ it may feem to flourilh for a 'lim e , muii: 
“  inevitably end in their Fall and Delrrudtion. Your Memorial Ipcaks you 

a good Father of your Fam ily, but a very ill one o f your People- \our 
“  Nlajefty is obliged to hear the Truth> when you are reduced to Ipeak it. 
“  There is no governing any but Savages by other Methods but their own 
“  Confent; which you feem to acknowledge, in appealing' to us for our 

Opinion of your Conduct, in treating of Peace. Had your People been 
always of your Council, the King o f France, had never been reduced 
fo low, as to acknowledge his Arms were fallen into C ontempt. 

** But fince it is thus, we mull ask. How is any Man in Francc, but they 
o f the Houfe o f Bourbon, the better, for Philip's being King of France ? 

•* W e have out-grown the F o lly , of placing our Happinefs, in your Ma- 
** jefty’s being called. The Great: Therefore, as you and we are alikoBank- 
** rupts, and undone, let us not deceive ourfelves, but compound with our 
“  Adverfaries, and not talk like their Equals. Your M ajeity mull- forgive 
** us, that we cannot wifh you Succefs, or lend you any Affiltance ; for if  you 

fliould lofe one Battle more, we may chance to have a Hand in the Peace 
you make; fince we doubt not but your Majerty’s known Faith in the 
Obfervation o f Treatifes, w ill require the Ratification o f the of
your Kingdom. Wherefore, we bid you heartily farewell, till we have 

“  the Honour to meet you affembled in Parliament. This happy Expefta- 
** tion makes us willing to wait the Event o f another Campaign, from 
“  whence we hope to be ra'Ifed, from the M ifery o f Slaves, to the Privileges 
** o f Subjefts.

JVe arc.

Tour MajeJ}y'’s

truly FaitJ^'ul, and ^

^ Loyal Suh/eHs, & c .

A b o u t  the fhmc Time, the great M ifery of FraMe, was very ludicroufly 
defcribed, by a Correfpondent o f Ifaac Bicker/iqff''s, who calls himfelf Bread, 
the Staj^ o f Life, in the following Lines, which we fhall infert, for the Be­
nefit o f fuch o f oj>' Readers as have not feen them in the Tat Ur.

A'"

5To L  E  W  I S Xc Grand.

iMILITARY H I S T O R Y  i h

AnF.plflle in 
V'eifo, from 
h t f n d  tlie 
Siajf -of Li/.-, 
fo Lnuis Lt 
(I'ra/iJ.

T ho' in your Country I’m unknown.
Y et, Sir, I muit advife you,

O f late fo poor and mean you’re grown, 
** That all the W orld defpife you.

** Here Vermin eat your Majcfty,
“  There meagre Subjefts ftand unfed ;

“  What furer Signs of Poverty,
Than many Lice, and little Bread ?



Then, Sir, the prefent Minute chufe,
“  Our Armies are advanced ;

“  Thofe Terms, you at the Hague refufe^
** A t  Paris won’t be granted.

** Confider this, and Dunkirk rate,
. “  And A N N A '‘% T itle  own ;

** Send one Pretender oat to graze,
** And call the other,Home.”

• T h e  Author o f the Tatkr  likewife reprefents it hlm felf very ferioufly, ThcproJi- 

in another Place, as follows. *' T h e Kingdom o  ̂France is in the utmoft 
“  M ifery and Diftraftion. T he Merchants o f Lyons have been at Court, 

to remonftrate their great Sufferings, by the Failure o f Publick Credit; 
but have received no other Satisfadion, than Promifes o f a fudden Peace,

“  and that their Debts lhall be made good, by Funds out o f the Revenue, 
which will not anfwer, but in Cafe o f  the Peace which is promifed. In 

“  the mean Xime, the Cries o f the common People are loud for Want o f 
“  Bread ; the Gentn' have loft all Spirit and Z e a l’for their Country, and 
”  the K ing himfelr feems to languiln under the Anxiety o f the preHing 
“  Calamities of the Nation, and retires from hearing tnofe Grievances,
“  which he has not Power to redrefs. Inftead o f Preparations for U ar, *
“  and the Defence o f their Country, there is nothing to be feen, but the 
“  evident Marks o f a general Defpair. ProcefTions, Faftings, publick 
“  Mournings, and Humiliations, are now become the foie Employment 

of a People, who were lately the moft vain, and gay, o f any m the 
Univerfe.”
T  o  this abjc£V State had the Arms o f her Majefty, and her Alliesy re- Some Re­

duced the haughty Monarch o f France: This Mttamorphofts had the Con- flexions 
dud o f our brave and wife General brought about: Notwithftanding which, ‘hereupon. 
Z.fTm-XIV. himfelf was fo far from being humbled into Sincerity, that he 
never gave greater Proofs o f his treacherous Difpofition, and unalterable 
Refolution to deceive, than at this Treaty. Had not then our prudent G e­
neral, and Plenipotentiary, who knew him at the Bottom, Reafon to treat 
with fo ungenerous an Enemy, with Sword in Hand, and make all the ne- 
ceflary Preparations for the Continuance, o f a W ar, which he plainly fore- 
faw, was not defigncd to be ended, on the other Part, by a juft and reafon- 
able Peace? Certainly, his Conduft, in this, as well as every great Event •  
of his Life, was highly laudable ; and yet the implacable M alice, or Envy 

•of fome People, could not fufFer this blamelefs Behaviour o f his to pafs un- 
cenfured. He was charged with fpinning out the War to an unnecefTary 
Length, for private Ends. The Author o f xh^TatJer a fine Turn to 
thefe unreafonable Allegations o f his Enemies, and ralhes them in the fol­
lowing well-adapted Irony. “  The Approach o f a Peace (favs he) ftrikes •
“  a Panick through our Armies, though that o f a Battle could never d o it ;
“  and they almoft repent o f their Bravery, in xnakina^afte to humble 

thcmfelves, and the French King.. The Duke of M a ^ t^ ou ĥj though 
"  otherwife the greateft General o f the A ge, has plainly flie^JiH^ifclf un- 
“  acquainted with the A rt of husbanding a W'ar. He might have grown 
"  as ofd as the Duke of Alva, or Prince IValdeck, in the Low-Countries, 

and yet have got Reputation enough, every Year, for any reafonable 
Man. For the Command o f General in Flamers, has been always look’d 

“  upon as a Provifion for Life. For my Parr, I cannot fee how nis Grace 
“  can anfwer it to the \̂  orld, for the great Eagernefs he has Ihewn, to lend 
"  a Hundred Thoufandof the braveft Fellows in Europe a begging.”

W e fhall conclude our Reriedions upon this Head, with a beautiful Ad­
monition of the fame Author’s, with which he ends an expoftulatory 
Letter from Ifaac Bicker/f'af] Ffq; of (^eat Britain, to Lewis X IV . of ^
France, on his refufing to fign the PrelimjAaries. A s your Majefty (fays 

N u m b .  X X IX . . 6^1  “  he)
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T h e  A dvice 
o f  Jfaac Bic- 
hr/?a/: Erqi 
to Lewis 
X I V .  o f ”  
France^ on “  
his refufing 
to fign the 
Prelimiiia-
ries.

lie) is a ftrid  Profeffor o f Religion, I bcfeech you to ftop the dreadful 
EiTufion o f Cht ijiian Blood, by laying hold ot the Opportunity which 
3refents itfelf, for the Prefervation o f your dilireired People. Be no 

“  longer fo infatuated, as to hope for Renown from Murder and Violence : 
“  But confider, that the great Day will come, wherein ihis World, and all 
“  its Glory, ihall change in a Moment: When Nature fliall ficken, and the 
“  Earth and Sea give up the Bodies committed to them, to appear before 
"  the laft Tribunal. W ill it then. Oh K ing! be an Anfwer for the Lives 
“  o f Millions, who have fallen by the Sword ? ‘Ihcy pcrijhal for my Glory. 
“  This Day will come on, and one like it is iminediately approaching. In- 
“  jured Nations advance towards thy Habitation : Vengeance has begun its 

March, which is to be diverted only by the Penitence o f the Opprelfo». 
Awake, O Monarch, from thy L eth argy! Difdain the Abufes thou haft 

“  received \ pull down the Statue which calls thee immortal; be truly 
" g r e a t ;  tear thy Purple, and put on Sackcloth”

T h e  High j 4lliesj being juftly provoked by the unfair Proceedings of 
Franco, o f which w'C have already given an Account, refolved to improve 
their late Advantages, *by a vigorous Profecution o f the W a r: And though 
the Campaign in clandcrs, which was the principal Scene o f A£lion lor 
this Year, was opened pretty la te ; it did not proceed, as fome imagined, 
from ihQ Allies having been vainly amufed, by the Nesjotiations for a Peace, ' 
but from the extraordinary Backwardnefs o f the Sea on, after an exceilive 
hard Winter, and the great Rains which enfued : For the Duke of Marlbo­
rough trufted fo little to the Appearances o f Peace, that he had prepared 
every Thing for the Opening the Campaign, as foon as he faw what might 
be expefted from the Court o f France, and the Seafon would permit.

In order hereunto, his Grace fet out from the Hague the Ninth o f Junf, 
N . S. the very Day that Monfieur de Rouille went away, and lay that Night 
at Rotterdam, on board the Peregrine G alley, with intent to go by W'ater 
to Moerdyke, where he arrived on the Tenth about Eight in the Morning, 
and about Five in the Evening he reach’d Antzuerp, The Duke defigned to 
have gone from thence to Ghent; but receiving there a MeiTage from Piince 
Eugene, defiring he would come to Brulfelsy he immediately continued his 
Journey thither, and ftaid there till the Eleventh.

In' the mean W hile, the Field-Deputies o f the Statcs-Gencral, having re- 
vlew£;d the Dutch Forces, about the Middle o f May  ̂ and given Orders for 
their March, the Count d'e Tilly, their General, arrived with thofe from 
the Maefe, on the Twenty-fifth, at Diegenty near Brujfels, from whence 

9 they marched-the next Day, to encamp along the Dender. 'I he other
Troops of the States formed another Camp along the Scheld, whither the 
Imperialifis, PruJJians, and ff^irtembergers, marched to join them. Prince, 
Eugene alfo, being come to Brujfels, the firft o f June, and having received 
Notice, as we have obfcrved above, that the K ing o f France.h-.id refufed to 
approve o f the Preliminaries fettled at the. Hague, his Highnefs gave im­
mediate Orders, for the Troops of the Conf ederates to form the Grand Army, 
with all poffible Speed, between Menin and Oudenardc\ a Flying Camp, 
however, of twelve Battalions, and as many Squadrons, were ordered to 
ftay about Alojh^undet the Command o f Lieutenant-General Murray, and 
General^^/^or, to cover Brujfels arid Brabant, and to obfcrve a fmall 
Body o f the Enemy’s Troops, which were drawing together near Charieroy. 
A t  the fame Time, the Enemy’s Troops were on their March fiom all 

The/rmA Quarters, to form their A rm y in the EJains o f Lens, under the Command
intrench o f  the Marftial de Villars, who was appointed to retrieve the priftine Glory
ihemfelves o f the French Nation, that General, as Lewis X IV . faid, having never
tliTpfainsof conquer’d. Their Troops were very numerous; and, at their going 
t le ainso Field, made a tolerable Appearance. T he Cavalry were very well

mounted; and the great Dearth, and Want of Provifion, having forced the 
poor labouring People to inlift into the Service, in order to keep thcmfelves 
from ftarving; their Infantry, likewife, were well recruited, and com pleat:

Buc

Both Armies 
take the
Field.

Lens.



But the French General not being over confident o f the Courage of his M en, 
he prudently began to call: up deep Intrenchments, to cover and fecure his 
Arm y.

T h e  Covfedcrate Cam^hQ\n^cnczmY>edzt SJi'ynaerde  ̂ m^rGhcnt^ under 
*the (Jommand o f General Fagel, the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince 
Eugene, fet out the I'w elfth o f June, N . S. from BruJJ'e/s, attended by two 
Hundred H orfe; and being informed that a Party o f the Enemy had placed 
thcmfelves, in Ambufh, in the Wood of Likercke, with a Deh'gn to fall up­
on them, they difpatch’d an Exprefs to j 4loJi, for fome Detachments to ad­
v a n c e  from thence along the Caule-w ay; upon Notice whcreof^'the Enemy 
retired, and the two Princes arrived in Safety ixt Aloft: Their Highnelfes 
defigned to have proceeded direftly to Oudenarde; but being informed, aC 
Aloft, that the Roads acrofs the Country were fcarcely prafticable, by Rea- 
fon o f the continual Rains which had fallen, they took the Benefit o f the 
Caufe-way, and reach’d Ghtnt about Three in the Afternoon; where they 
were immediately complimented by the States o f Flanders, and the Magi- 
ftrates of that City ; who invited them, the next D a j, to a fpiendid Enter­
tainment at the Town-Houfe.

T h e  fame ^lorning, the Generals commanding the feveral Bodies being 
ordered to attend their Highneffes, a Council of War was held, wherein it 
was unanimoufly agreed, that it was impoiTible for the Troops to make any 
Motion, till the Weather, which had been extremely wet, mould be more 
fettled, without expofing them to the greatelt Hardlhips. Hereupon, the 
March o f the Garrifon of Ghent, conulting of the Britijh Forces, which 
had been appointed on the Fourteenth, was deferred for three or four Days 
longer. T h e Fifteenth, their Highneifes went to A^velle, where the Pruf~ 
fiun Troops, w'hich were in the Service o f Great Britain, and Holland  ̂
paffed in Review before them ; and the Prince Royal of PruJJia being come 
into the JNctherhmds, they dined with his Royal Hi^hncfs, and returned to 
Ghent in the Evening. On the Seventeenth, the Urvtijh Troops marched 
out o f that P lace; and the next Day, the two Princes went to Lifte, ac- 
company’d by the Prince o f Auvergne, the Earl o f Albemarle, Count Dhona, 
and feveral other Officers.

T h e  Con/cderateTroo'fiS defigncd for this Campaign, to the Number o f  Prince 

above one Hundred and ten I'houfand Men, being drawn together 
Court ray and Menin, formed the A rm y, on the Twent)-firft o f June, N . S. Marlborough 
near Mcnin\ and marched, the Twenty^fecond, towards Lifte, encamping put them, 

between LinfcUe, Turcoin, and Rabax. The Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ and 
Prince Eugene  ̂ then put themfelves at the Head o f the Forces; the Right 
whereof, under the Command o f the latter, pafs’d the Lower Dcyle\ at the Aririy. 
Xame Tim e, the L eft, under the Command o f his Grace, crofs’d the Mark, 
and the A rm y encamped in the Plains o f Lifte, on both Sides the Upper 
Deylc; the Duke of Marlborough taking up his Quarters at the Abbey o f 
£002, Prince Eugene in the Caftle of Lempre, and Count Tilly in Renzain.
Hereupon, Orders were fent to the Field-Artillery, which was left at Me- •
nin, to come to this Camp; and an Exprefs was difpatch’d, at the fame 
Time, to Lieutenant-General Dompre, who had been 1 ^  with a Flying 
Camp near A l^ ,  to join the Arm y with all Speed. On tM fS^ e^ '-fou rth , 
upon Advice from Arraŝ  ̂ that the Marfhal de Villars had pourW9 i%‘ders to 
venture a Battle, the Quarter-Mafters General went out, with twelve Hun­
dred Hcfrfe, to view the Ground between the two Armies, and the Situation 
of the Enemy’s Camp. *

U p o n  their Return, they reported, that the Enemy were advantageoufly 
pofl-ed between Pont a Vendin, Camhrain, and Beauvrain; their Right and 
Left being covered by Moraffes, were render’d unpafl'able by the continual 
Rains, and their Front by fome Villages, which tljey had fortify’d : As alfo, 
that they were perfefting their Intrenchments, which were flrengthened with 
numberlefs Out-works, double Ditches, and Batteries at propar Dlflances, 
with all pofTible Application. 1 ,
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TheCenfe- O s  the ncxt Day, the Lieutenant-Generals Dop^, and Cadogan, were 
<?̂ r<j/«,find-Ycnt out, wich Other Detachments, in order to take a more exaft View of 
prfaicablc Enemy’s Situation} and upon their Report, o f the almotl unfurmount- 
to attack able Difficulties, which muft neceflariiy attend the attacking them in their , 
the Fr.nch advantageous and fortify’d Camp, Trince Mugcnc, the Duke oi Mar/borough, 

Field-Deputies of the States, refolved upon bcfieging the impor- 
^Jirsurlay Fortrefs o f Tomnay ; whofe Garrifon, as well as thofe o f ieveral other 

“ neighbouring Towns, had been very much weakened by the Marfhal de
V illan, in order to reinforce his A rm y, on the Approach o f the jillics. 
T h e Confederate Generals kept this Resolution very private ; and, the more 
tp increafe the Jealoufy o f the Enemy, the A rtillery was fent for, up the 
Lys, to Menm ; belides which, a Council o f War was held the Twenty- 
(ixth, to concert proper Meafures, as it was on Purpofe given out, to attack ' 
x\it French, The Baggage, alfo, was fent XxiLiJle-  ̂ which confirmed both 
y\rmies in the Belief, that there would be an Aftion. t

T h e  Confederate Troops being prepoffefs’d with this Opinion, decamp’d 
about Nine in the Evening, from the Banks o f the Deyle  ̂ and marched Part 
o f  the N ight, without Beat o f Drum, or Trumpets founding, towards the 
Enemy ; but they were greatly furprized, when they receiv^ Orders, on a 
fudden, to turn to the Left, and arrived the Twenty-feventh, in the Morn- 

Tournay in- ingj before ^oiirnay; which was invefted foon after. The Enemy had been 
veiled. firmly perfuaded, that the Intent o f xhtyJllies was to attack their Lines, in

order to lay Siege to Tpres, which they cover’d ; becaule, that when once 
they were Matters o f that Place, nothing could prevent them, as they were 
:^lreac^ pofTefs'd o f Lijie, from penetrating into Artois and Picardy, in the 
Pais Conquis, and afting in Concert with their F le e t; which might have ap­
proach’d the Coafts, without any Obftacle. Being fully pofTefs’d with this 
Opinion, the Enemy had no Notice, nor fo much as a Sufpicion of the 
Jellies having any Dcfign upon Tournay; accordingly, that Place was but ill 
provided to hold out a Siege; for which the Marfhal de Villars was very 
much blamed, by thofe who envied him, on Account o f his former Sucqcfs. 
Thus was this great General, famous for nothing more than his Stratagems, 
out-done in his own W ay, by the fuperior Addrefs, and A rt, o f the two 
Confederate Generals; and Monfieur de Pillars was caught in a Snare, at the 
fame Tim e as he was hugging himfelf in full Security, at leaf]-, as he 
imagined.

T h e  Marfhal had pleafed himfelf with the Thought, that he had entirely 
difcovered the fecret Defigns of the Allies ; infomucb, that o f three Attacks 
which they made a Feint o f dcfigning, one at Beiklau, upon the Canal, the 
Second at Pont a Saul, and the Third at the Lines o f la Bajpe, he concluded 
two falfe, and only the lafl real. T o  oppofe this, he detach’d feventy-three. 
Rittalions, and ordered a Hundred Pieces of Cannon to be placed upon the 
Rifing Grounds o f Cambrin-, which done, he. imagined himfelf fo fecure, 
and liis natural Vanity got fo much the better o f him, that he could not 

The Mar- help giving W ay to it, and difplaying it to the full, as follows. A  I ’rum- 
fhal lie VU- peter belonging to the Confederate A rm y, happening to be in the Carrn), on 
ted fome Occafwn, tl^  Marfhal took that Opportunity o f exercifing his T a l e n t

ConfJderate Raillery, Tent this MefTage by him to the Confederate Generals; 
Gcncials. ih a t he^̂ i^̂ î ered at their Delay, and that, i f  his Intrenchments prevented 

their advancing, he -would order them to be levelled forthwith. T h e Confede­
rates made no Anfwer to this Rhodomontade, but fufFered the Msfrlhal to 
lull himfelf a afleep in his fond Imagination, whilfl they fteadily purfued 
their Defign; which, as we have obferved above, fuccecded as well as they 
could have wifhed.

T h e  Marquis de Sjfincy, not being willing to allow that the Marfhal de 
IVIars was out-ceneral’d in̂  this Manner, pretends that the Duke ot Marl­
borough was obliged to undertake this Siege, to flop the Mouths o f his 
Troops, who murmured at his not attacking the French Camp, in order to 

 ̂ befiege Tpres, which was his G rice ’s real Defign, till he found it impracti­
cable, by Reafon o f the fine Df ipofitions made by the M arfhal: But this

 ̂ fmrlls
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fmells ftrong o f the Frenchman. T h e admirable Conduft o f the Duke o f 
Marlboroughy in this M irch, was celebrated in the following Lines, which 
were greatly admired at that Time.

On the March to Tournay, without Beat o f  Drum.

The B R U S S E L S  P O S T S C R I P T .

^Vrfes made 
on Occ«fion 
nf the Con- 
ftderates  ̂
March to 
Tourmy.

{To the Q y  EEN.]

Could I, with plaineft Words, exprefs 
"  That great Man’s wonderful Addrefs,

His Penetration, and his tow’ring T hought; 
ft would the gazing W orld furprize.
T o  fee one Man at all Times wife.

T o  view the Wonders, he, with Eafe, has wrought.

** Refining Schemes approach his Mind,
Like Breezes o f a Southern W ind,

** 1*0 temperate a fultry glorious Day }
W hofe Fannings, with an ufclul Pride^

Its mighty Heat do foftly guide,
** A nd having clear’d the A ir , glide filently away.

Thus his Immenfity o f Thought, 
is deeply form’d, and gently wrought,

• ** His Tem per always foft’ning L ife’s Dileafe ;
“  That Fortune, when flie did intend 
** T o  rudely frown, fte turns his Friend,

** Admires his Judgment,, and applauds his Eafe.

His great Addrefs, in this Defi^n,
Does now, and will for ever, flime.

And wants a Pf'^alkr but to do him Right i 
“  T h e whole Amufement was fo ftrong,
“  Like Fate, he doomed them to be wrong.

And Tou,rnay\ ta’cn by a peculiar Slight.
»

** Thus, Madam, all Mankind behold.
Your vaft Afcendant, not by Gold,

But by your Wifdom, and your pious Life j
* “  Your A im  no more than to deftroy,

“  That which does Europe\ Peace annoy, —
A ad  fuperfcde a Reign o f Shame, and Strife.

T h is  Poem, fays the ingenious j^uthor o f  the Tatlers, is admirably fuited Some ReJ* 
to the Occafion ; for to write, without dilcovering your Meaning, bears  ̂
juft Refemblance to marching without Beat o f  Drum .^ ;^ d that C i r c u m - * 
ftance being no ways taken Notice o f in any o f the ^/ar/;j|^V^fore, the the 7a//#r. 
Author, with great Addrefs and Skill, calls this a T T ^ e in g  the
Nature*of a Poftfcript to contain fomething very material, which had either 
been forgotten, or was not clearly enough exprefs’d in the Body o f the 
Letter.

Tournay being invsfted on the Twenty-feveoth, as we obferved above, 
before the Enemy had the leaft Sufpicion o f any fuch Defi^n, they had not 
reinforced the Garrifon ; out o f  which the Marftial de Vtllars had drawn 
feme Troops, to ftrengthen his A rm y, on the Approach o f the Confederates:
It confifted then, according to fome Accounts, o f only twelve weak Batta­
lions, and four Squadrons of Dragoons. But, according tb others, the 
Troops in the Town were as follow s: T v ^  Battalions of the Regiment of*

7 A  j )  Bourbon \



Bourbon ; two of that of Vcndofme; two of St. ; two o f  Vcxin ; one
o f that of Vivarcz', one o f VUkmaurc'  ̂\ one o f la Faille's', and otie o f ^ r- 
tagnan'z; Beiides thefe, there were in the Place twelve Troops o f Fouriere\ 
Dragoons, o f thirty Men each Troop j a Hundred Invalids; live Indepen­
dent Companies; one Company o f M iners; and two of Gunners. T h e Mar­
quis de Surville, a Lieutenant-General, who had diftinguiftied him felf at 
the Defence of Li/le, was Governor o f the T o w n ; and Monfieur cie Me- 
grinny, likewife a Lieutenant-General, and chicf Engineer, Governor of 
the Citadel, which had been built according to his Plan, himfelf overfceing 

Sonic Ac- and direfting the Workmen, till it was finiftied. It has five Royal Baftions,
sTturtion̂ ^̂  with a falfe Bray, which incompaffes the whole Citadel ; as alfo good Half- 
Strcr>!»th,’ Moons, which cover the Baftions; an excellent Cover’d W ay, wellcounter- 
and(jarrifon mined, as well as moft o f the other Works, both o f the Town and the Ci- 
of the Place, ^adel. As to the Town itfelf, which is the Capital o f thcTourftaiJ/s, it con­

tains Seventeen Parifti Churches, befides the ftately Cathedral o f A'otre- 
Damc, which was founded and endowed with a vaft Revenue, by Chilperic, 
K in g o f France. It is partly fituated upon the Side o f  a H ill, between f'a- 
hncietmes, Conde, Li/le, Courtray, Oudenarde, ^ ĉth, Ghent, and Camhray. 
T he Scheld divides it in two Parts, which extend themielves^long the Side

* o f a large Canal, border’d with a fine Stone K ey. It was in Poireffion of 
Englijh \n 1513, but delivered by them to Francis \. In 1528, it 

was taken by Henry, Count o f Nauau, and the Spaniards kept Poireflion 
thereof till 1667, when it was retaken by Lewis X IV . who fortified both 
Town and Citadel to fuch a prodigious Degree, that it was reckoned, in a 
mannerj impregnable.

Thcy///;« U pon the Confederate A rm y’s coming before the Town, the Prince of
takePoffcf- Najfuu, Hereditary Stadtholder o f Friczland, was immediately detach’d, 
lion of-S/. with thirty Squadrons, and ten Battalions, to take PolTeffion of St. Jlmandy 
Mortaln  ̂ and Mortagnc, two Pofts which were necelTary for covering the Siege. This 

Service his Highnefs performed with Succeis; the Garrifon o f St. Amand 
retiring upon his Approach to P̂ alenciennes, and that o f Mortagne furrender- 
ing, the next Day, Prifoners o f  W ar, as loon as the Confederates had taken 
a Redoubt, Sword in Hand, which defended the Bridge o f  that important 
Poft.

■J’ he Dufci T h i s  is the Account, given by our Hiftorians, o f the Reduftion o f thofe
A ccount o f two Places j but as we finfi a very different Account thereof in the Dutch 
tliisAdioa. Relations, from whom Monfieur has taken his, fhall give that

likewife. The Prince o f Orange  ̂ according to them, was detach’d with fif­
teen Battalions, and fifty Squadrons, to make him felf Mafter o f St. j 4mand, 
and Mortagne. A t  his Highnefs’s Approach, the French, who were in the 
former, offered to furrender the Place, i f  he would allow them to retire 
which the Prince thought fit to grant, both to gain Tim e, and fave his Men. 
But the Garrifon o f Mortagne, though lels numerous, relying upon their 
advantageous Situation, that Poft being on the Confluence o f the Scarpe and 
the Scheldt which made it eafy for them to retire over the Scheld at any 
Tim e, were lefs traftable, and refufed to furrender on any Account. The 
Earl of Orkney, ^  whom his Highnefs had given Orders to diflodge them 
from thence, r^t 6eing able to approach them, by Reafon of the Inunda­
tions, b j ^ ^ ^  very narrow Caufeway, and a Bridge, which they had drawn 
up, fired fome Cannon againft the Bridge, which did but little Execution. 
W herefore, his I.ordfliip having found an old Boat, he made uf«̂  thereof 
to carry fome Grenadiers over the Inundations, in order to attack the Enemy 
on the other Side; which the Enemy perceiving, they abandoned the Poft; 
and having prepared every Thing before-hand Tor a fudden Flight, if there 
Ihould be Occafion, pafs’d the Scheld with fo much Expedition, that they 
were foon out o f the Reach of the Confederates.

B e s i d e s  this Detachment, under the Prince of NaJfau-0 range, another 
o f an equal Number o f Horfe and Foot, commanded by Lieutenant-General 

 ̂ l.uwhy, was fcnt to join General ^ompre-, who having march’d, theTw enty- 
^jxth, from Aloft, had taken F<ki> near Tournay, between the Upper and 
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Lower ''Scheld, with nine Squadrons, and five Battalions; and the Town was 
inverted by the remaining Part o f the Arm y, on each Side the Scheld. T h e  
Duke o f Marlborough fix’d his Quarters at VUlcmeaux, polbng his Troops The DiTpo- 
from Colonne, as far as the Caufe-way o f  Doway; and Prince Eugene his, 
from that Caufe-way to Marquain; that Part o f the A rm y forming a kind 
of Half-M oon, on the Lower Scheld. T h e Governor o f Tournay, not a 
little furpri^ed to fee xhe Con/edcrateTroo^z in Motion, to inveft the Town, 
which, as we obferved above, was unprovided with Neceffaries for a long 
Siege, rifled and plundered the Inhabitants o f great Part o f their Corn, and 
fent out a Party to fetch in the large Cattle out o f the Neighbourhood; but 
all the latter were cut off by the Confederates, and taken Prifoners, except 
nine or ten Dragoons, who made o ff; and palHng through Pewe/s about 

'  Noon, got fafe to Conde: T he Cattle were gencroully reftored to the Pea- 
fants, by the Generals o f the Allies., which gained them Abundance o f  H o­
nour, and fecured j:hem in their Intereft for the future.

On the Twenty-eighth, the Enemy opened their Sluices Tit Valenciennes, 
and Conde, which brought down fuch a Flood o f Water, that the Communi­
cation o f the Troops o f Allies was cut o ff; it was laid open again, 
however, the^fame Night. On the other Hand, the Marflial de Pillars 
began now to grow fenfible of his Miftake, in drawing Troops out o f a 
Place of fuch Importance, which it was reafonable to believe the Confede­
rates would attem pt; fince ths open Cities o f  Brabajit would be covered 
thereby, and a W ay fecured for ftiture Progrefs. He fct his Wits at work, 
therefore, to contrive fome W ay to repair that Fault, by throwing Rein­
forcements into the Place. In order hereunto, he caufed between feven and The French 

eight Hundred Horfe, from Mans, and Conde, to advance on the Twenty- 
ninth to Limogies, in Hopes that they might get into Tournay, by the great torc-inforco 
Road which leads from Oudenarde to that C ity : But fix Squadrons, and as the Garri- 

many Battalions, under the Command of Major-General Keppel, being fent^°"* 
over to the Hainault Side o f the Scheld, to reinforce thofe Pofts, and lecure 
fome Intervals, and PafTages, the Enemy were obliged to retire, without 
attempting any Thing. T lie Lines o f  Circumvallation were begun the 
Thirtieth, on the Hainault Side o f the Scheld; and the fame Night, M ef- 
fieurs d'Aquaviva, and Fignatelli, with a Detachment o f  one Thoufand 
Horfe and Dragoons, each carrying a Foot Soldier behind him, advanced 
with Defign to have thrown themfelves into the^Town; but the Lieutenant- 
Generals Lumley and Dompre, obferving,their Approach, feni a Detachment 
after them, and obliged them to retire towards Conde.

It  had been refolved in a Council o f W ar, that Prince the Prince
o f Orange, and Count Tilly, fliould command the A rm y that was to cover

• the Siege, and that the Duke of Marlborough (hould take upon himfelf the 
Direftion of the Siege; accordingly his Grace made the following Difpofi- ^
tions for that Purpofe.

O f fixty Battalions, which are to form the Siege, ten fhall mount the Dircaioti* 
Guard in the Trenches, who fliall not be obliged to make any Detachments, for die Siĉ ?.
no more than the ten Battalions which fhall relieve them ; and fifty, or even
a Hundred Men, fhall be ordered out of each Battalion, (beiides forty 
others for Workmen) which w ill amount to four Thoufaifi^Men.

T h e r e  fhall be three Attacks; the Generals fhall remiSi^jil^n D uty, 
but the Battalions fhall relieve each other, and fhall take their Turns from 
one Attack to another. I'here fhall be each Night, at each Attack, a 
Lieutenant-General, Major-General, and a Brigadier, with what Pioneers 
fhall be requifite: Four Battalions fhall be em ploy’d at the Attack o f the 
Citadel, and fix at the other two Attacks.

T h e  Trenches fhall be relieved every Day, at Four in the Afternoon; 
to the End, that the General Officers who relieve the Guard, may have Lei- 
fure to view the Works, and to fee what is requi?ite to be done in the Night, 
and during the Time they are upon Duty. ,

O n' all Attacks, and extraordinary Ocpfions, the Grenadiers, and Dc-  ̂
tachments o f the fixty Battalions, w h ich V e at the Siege, fhall be ordered *

. n  , upon
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upon D u ty ; and if  it fliould be necelTary to poft a Corps de Referve o f  feme 
Battalions at the EntJ of the Trenches, they fhall be taken out o f thofe, 
who have been twenty*four Hours in the Trenches.

A c c o r d i n g  to the Ground, Referves o f Cavalry fhall be pofted behind 
the Coverts, at the End o f the Trenches, whether it happens to be on 
the Left, on the Right, or on both Sides ; according as the General o f 
the Trenches fhall think proper and convenient, for Security and Service.

T h e  three Majors of the Trenches, fhall have the Charge o f every Thing 
neceffary for the Trenches, and fhall take Care that the General, who is to 
mount the Trenches, lhall find every Thin^ there ready for carrying on the 
Works, according as lhall be ordered by the Directors o f the Approaches, 
or by the Engineers.

T h e  Directors o f the Approaches fball draw up, every Morning, a M e­
morandum o f whatever they fhall want towards the Evening; and the Ma^ 
jors o f the Trenchcs fhall be informed thereof in good Tim e, and even be­
fore the Trenches arc relieved j to the End, that every Thing may be ready 
at Hand betimes.

T h e  Fafcines, and Gabions, fhall be brought to the Entrance o f the 
Trenches by theCommiflTaries of the Fafcines-, who fhall be provided with, 
at leafl, a Hundred Waggons for the Carriage thereof, that they may be able 
to relieve the Horfes and Waggons.

T h e  Workmen in the Trenches fhall be employ’d to carry the Fafcines 
to the Head o f the Trenches. The Colonel, and Officers o f the A rtillery, 
fhall have the Charge o f erefting the Batteries, after having been informed 
by the Generals, and Dired^ors o f the Approaches, what Works they defign 
to attack, whether it be to deftroy the Fortifications, or to batter in 
Breach. The Miners, alfo, mufl be well inftrudled, after what Manner 
they muft regulate themfelves in their W ork, and found the Earth, to find 
whether it is proper for the Purpofe, and can fupport itfelf, without being 
under-propp’d by Doors, or Planks; and in Cafe it  mufi be under-propp’d, 
a good Number of Doors mufl be made, and Store o f Planks provided an 
In ^  thick.

T h e  'W’’orkmen o f each Attack lhall be commanded by a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, a Major, and one Hundred and fifty Men, with one Captain, one 
Lieutenant, one Enfign, and four Serjeants.

T h e  Major-Generals, who are to relieve the Trenches, with the Majors 
o f the Regiments, fhall go' in the Morning into the Trenches, to examine 
into their Condition, and to inftrud thofe who are to relieve them, how to 
make, an Infpeftion into every Thing.

T h e  Diredlors o f the Approaches, and Engineers, who fhall be upon 
Duty in the Trenches, fhall take Care to be there when the Generals come,  ̂
to inform them o f their Defigns; to the End, that the General^ may make 
their Difpoiitions the better, for the Advancement o f the Works, and the 
Safety o f the 7  rcnches.

T h e  Generals appointed for the three Attacks were, at the firfl. Gene­
ral Lott urn, under whom w'ere the Lieutenant-Geticrals IVithers, Fing, and 
Heyden, and the Major-Generals Temple, Denhoff, and Vegelin, againfl the 
Citadel, on t h e o f  the Gate oiValenciennes : At the fecond. General 
Fagel, wlt f ^ j ^jnder him, the Lieutenant-Generals Dcdem, Oxenjiicrn, and 
Spar, wifii tfae Major-Generals, Hamilton, PVaffcnacr, and Kcppel  ̂ againft 
the Gate o f MarvilU : And at the third Attack, which w'as againlt the 
Horn-work of the Gate of the Seven FoutiJ:aias, was General Schuylmburgb, 
with the Duke o f ArgyU, Meilieurs JVachcrbaert, and IVuk, as Lieutenant- 
Generals, and the Major-Generals, Hohendorff, D ’’̂ lberguc^ and Naffau- 
IVoudenburgK Each (^neral chofe a Major of the Trenches fo r  his own 
Attack, befides which, there were four Brigadiers at each o f them.

Difpofitions T h e r e  fhall be tho firlt' N ight in the Trcnches, at General Lottum'i 
' Battalion o f Englijh, one o f Danes, one o f Saxons, one o f

Hejfians, one o f Dutch, and one of Hamvei ians ■, and at General Schuylem-
hurgh'i
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hurgh'i Attack, one Battalion o f ImfcriaUJis^ one of Palatine Troops, and 
one o f Dutch. •

T h e  fecond N ight, there ftiall be at Genefal Lottum'^ Attack, one Bat­
talion o f Impcrialijis, one of Palatine Troops, one of ff'̂ it tcmbcrghers, and 
one o f Dtctch : A t  General Schuykmburgh's Attack, one Battalion of Englijb, *  
one of Danest and one of Hejfians\ and at General Fagcl'Sj two Dutch Batta« 
lions, and one of ff^irtemberg.

T he third N ight, at General Lottum\ Attack, there ftiall be one PruJJian 
Battalion, one ot Danes, one o f Saxons, and one o f D utch ; at General Scbuy- 
lemburgh's, one Englijh Battalion, one o f Danes, and o f HcJJtans j and at Gc.- 
neral Fagel'*$, two Battalions of Dutch, and one o f IVirtemberg.

On the fourth N ight, there fhall be at General Lottum'% Attack, one 
Englijhy two Dutch, and one Hejfian Battalion; at General FagcN A ttack, 
one Prujftan, one Dutch, and one Hanoverian Battalion ; and at General 
Schuykmburgh'& Attack, one Imperial, one Saxon, and one Palatine Batta­
lion.

On the fifth N ight, there fhall be at General Lottum's Attack, two Pruf- 
ftan Battalions, one o f Englifh, and one o f Dutch \ at General Schuylcm- 
burgh's Attack, two Battalions, and one o f a n d  at General
Fagcl's Attack^ three Dutch Battalions.

I ’h e  fixth N ight, at General Lottum's Attack, there fliall be one Batta­
lion of Danes, two o f Dutch, and one o f Hejjians; at General Schuylemburgh''&
Attack, one EngUJh Battalion, one o f Pruffians, and one of D utch ; and at Ge­
neral Fagel's Attack, one Dutch, one HeJ]ian̂  and one Hanoverian Battalion.

I n s o m u c h , that there lhall be every Night ten Battalions in the Trenches, 
at the three Attacks ; and thofe who entered upon Duty the firft N ight, 
ihall return thither again on the feventh, and fo on with the Reft.

T he  Lines ot Circumvallation were begun the Fourth o f July, on that 
Side of the Scheld towards Alenin, and L?y/f ; and, in the mean \\’hile, the 
Troops prepared great Numbers o f Fafcines and Gabions, to be made Ufe 
o f in the Approaches. T h e two Armies made a fmall Motion, the fame 
Day ; that commanded by the Duke o i Marlborough Qxzcnd\̂ n̂  Its Right to 
the Brook o f Efplechin, and the Left to Efplain ; whilft that under Prince 
Eugene, encamped with the Right at Luchin, and the£{/^ at Efplechin, where
the two Armies might join in Cafe of Necefllty. 7 ’he fame Afternoon, A d ­
vice came, that the Marflial de Villars had detach’d the Count D'-^t tagnan, 
a Lieutenant-General, with fixteen Battalions, fdur Squadruns o f Horfe, and  ̂
nine o f Dragoons, befides two Thoufanfi Men, commanded out of Tpres, 
to attack IVarneton, where the Allies had left a Garrifon of feven Hundred Tijg ĵ remh 
Men, under the Command o f a Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Major. \ J a k c  IFume- 

.this Information, Lieutenant-General fVilkes was immediately ordered to'®"- 
march to their Relief, with thirty Squadrons of Horfcj and two Thoufand 
five Hundred Grenadiers*, but before he could cofnp up with them, the *«—
French had made themfelveb Matters o f that Fort, which was not fortify’^, 
and had taken the little Garrifon Prifoners o f War. They attempted, like- 
wife, to get Polfeflion of Gmines, and Fort Rouge ; in the former o f which *
was a Major, v/ith one Hundred and fifty M en, and in the latter a Captain 
with fifty. T h ey were auack’d twice with great Vig<?ti|;̂ ; but defended 
themfelves fo bravely, that they gave Time to the Co^i/eclpWjk^r00ps to 
come to their R e lie f; upon which the Enemy not only fetir?a^»but alfo 
abandofted TVarneton. T he Marquis de Sl încy pretends, the AJlies ha4  one Rut they are 
Thoufand fix Hundred Men in Pf^grneton, and thftt the Lofs of that Plac;e 
coft them above one Thoufand two Hundred, whi.gh was about double the 
Number that were in i t ; but he docs not take the leaft Notice^ tliat they 
were obliged to abandon it again.

O n the fixth, the Lines o f  Circumvallation were fipiflied ; and ten Squa­
drons, with fix Battalions, were fent to Deulletnont, to relieve tlie Detach­
ment that had been ordered out, upon the firft Notice o f the Enefny’s A p ­
proach towards JVarneton ; and to obferve their Motions on th*at Sjde. The 
fame Evening, Monfieur de Saifan, a Lie\^tenant-Colonel, was taken under
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the Glacis o f the Town, as he was endeavouring to get into it, and was ear*- 
ried to the Duke o f Marlborough's Quarters. On the fcventh, between Ten 
and Eleven at Night, the Trenrhes were opened, at the three fevcral A t- 

T h e  T^en- tacks j and carried on with fuch Succefs, and fo little Lofs, that the je llies  
€hes op(*ned had not above thirty Men killed, and about the fame Number wounded, 
before Tcur- eighth, i^dvice was brought to the Camp, that the Chevalier de

Luxcmburgh was encamped at Crefpiji, near St. Ghijlain, with a Detach­
ment from the Arm y o f the Marflial dc Villars-, and expedled to be there 
joined by the French Troops, which were coming from ^Iface ; in order, 
afterwards, to make fome Diverfiou in Brabant. T o  prevent any Surprize, 
therefore, it was thought proper, to lay the Avenues to the ^ndakch-Gate 
of Biujjcls under W ater, by means o f the Sluices; and feveral other M ta- 
furcs Were taken, to fruftrate any Defign, the Enemy might have on that 
Side.

O n  the Ninth, Advice came from Lieutenant-General Doj>fj that the 
Schcldy about Oucknarde, having been cleared o f fome lunk Boats, and 
other Stoppages made therein, by the Frcnchy the laft Summer, thirty 
VefTels, with the heavy Artillery had pafs’d by the Day before, and the 
Reft would follow that Night. On the tenth, the Boats laden with the 
A rtillery and Ammunition arrived, and great Numbers o f Ivlen were em­
ploy’d, to bring the Cannon to the Batteries. T he fame Day, the Beficged 
made a Sally with five Hundred Men ; and the Twelfth, at Night, they 
made another, by the Gate o f Valcnciennes, but were unfuccefsful in botii.
On the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, the Batteries began to play, at all the 

A n  unlucky three Attacks ; but on the former, an unlucky Accident happened, at the 
ccident. pj^ce where they were filling the Bom bs; For one o f them taking Fire, 

blew up about fifty more, kified four Fire-workers, and about twcnt^’- other 
Perfons; but the Magazines o f Powder, which were very near, fortunately 
efcaped.

O n  the Fifteenth, the Befiegers took an Intrenchment, or Line, which 
the Enemy had thrown up, to cover their Sluices, and the Flank between 
the Citadel and the Scheld. Immediately they calt up another Line parallel 
to it, and made a Lodgment thereon; as they did another, the fame Night, 
on the Saliant A ngle o f the Horn-work, on the Le/t o f General Schuylem- 
burghh Attack. On the Sixteenth, they polfcffed themfelves o f another In­
trenchment, and in the Night, between that and the Seventeenth, they

• made a Lodgment upon tRe Saliant Angle o f the Ravelin, on the Right of
General Fagel ŝ A ttack; between' the Gate o f Marville, and the Upper 
Scheld : T hey likewife lodg’d themfelves on both Sides of the Saliant Angle 
o f  that Work.

On the Eighteenth, at N ight, the Allies threw up a Parallel of eighty. 
Paces, at Count Lottum\ Attack, towards the Gate of Falcncicnnce's ; and 
the Miners continued Sapping in nine different Places, to difcover the Ene- 
my^s Mines. On the Nineteenth, they carried on their Approaches, and 
intended to have pufh’d them as far as the Gate before-mentioned ; bur 
when they caitie out o f the Parallel, they found themfelves on the W all 
o f  the Old Counterfcarp, which could not be pierced through, till the 
Twentieth in tJ;i»^orning. However, they extended their Parallel, on the 
Xg/7, alM^^^•venty Paces; continued the Saps in ten different Places; and 
made a'brisk Fire from the great Battery, to enlarge the Breach in the 
Tow n-W all, between the Citadel, and the Scheld. On the Twe»ty-firft, i

three V ig o , early in*the Morning, Lieutenant-Genesal being in tWe Trenches, |
rous Sallies, received a Contufion, with a fmall Shot in his Breaft, which, however, did \

him very little Harm. That N ight, the Befiegers advancing their Sapping
but fix and twenty Paces, towards the Gate o f Valenciennes r, the Enemy 
having made three vigorous Sallies, and killed the Allies two Subaltern 
Officers, and about thirty f>rivate Men, befides oi»e Lieutenant-Colonel, one 
Captain, five Subalterns, and about fifty common Soldiers, which were 
wounded.

T h e
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T h e  Town-Ditch, on that Side where Gcjnerai Fagel direfted his Attack^ 
being a Branch o f the Scheldt and therefore not cafily to be pafs’dj and be- 
(ides, the Ground being very ftony, and very difficult, the Generals refolved 
to carry on that Attack no farther, than to favour that o f Count Lot turn.
However, they perfefted the Works on that Side j and on the Nineteenthi 
in the N ight, they extended their Lodgments, from the Angle o f the Cou7i- 
terfcarp o f the Ravelfn, to the firft Place o f Arms, on the Le/'t of that JRa- 
velin. T h ey alfo threw up a Line, from the Glacis o f the Comterf arp to 
the firft P arallel; to cover a Battery o f twelve Pieces o f Cannon, defigned 
to enlarge the Breach at the Attack o f Count Lot urn, and fire into the 
Cover’’d-Wayy on the fame Side, from* the Scheld to the Citadel. The Night 
between the Twenty-firft and Twenty-fecond, they made themfclves Malters 
of the whole Counter/carp, at General Fauci's Attack, and then began to 
fire from the Battery before-mentioned.

G e n e r a l  Schuyfemburgh's Attack was likewife in great Forwardnefs by 
this Tim e ; for befides the two Batteries erefted the Eighteenth, on the 
Counterfcarp, they had raifed another, which began to fire on the Twenty- 
firft, with fuch good Succefs, that the next Day, the Breaches in the Horn- 
work, the Ravelin and the W all of the Town, were almoft in a Condition 
to be mounteS : A t  the fame Tim e, the Saps were carried on to the W all 
o f the Ditch.

O n  the Twentieth, Prince Eugene went from the Arm y o f Obfervation, Motloni of 

which encamped m nilemeaux, to St. .‘̂ mand-, to view the Fortifications that 
were making, to put that Place in a Pofture o f Defence, againft any fud- 
den Attempt. Aflbon-as his Highnefs was returned to the Camp, a Detach- the Duke of 
ment of two Thoufand Men, was fent to take Pofleflion o f Mdrchienries, on Murlborough 
the Sfarpe, between St. Amand  ̂ and Doway ; where they were commatvded 
to intrench themfelves, to facilitate the farther Defigns of the Generals, 
after the Reduftion o f Tmirnay : And the Duke o f Marlborough ordered a 
Fort to be built at Pont a Trejin, for the Security o f that Poft.

A t  the fame Tim e, the Enemy had above twenty Thoufand Pioneers at Difpofitiong 

W ork, on their new Lines, from Doway to Homage, on the other Side of 
the Scarpc, near Marchiennes, and from thence to the Sche/d, near* Conde •, ® Army;
and their Army was difpofed in the following Manner : Their Cavalry con­
tinued in their feveral Camps, as we have obferved above j and their Infantry 
were pofted. Twenty-fix Battalions from Doway along the Canal o f Cour- 
rieres ; twenty-two Battalions from Courrieres to the Morafs o f M̂ 'inge, on 
the faid Canal; fixty-two Battalions from thence to the Morafs of Cambrin, 
along the Intrenchment ; bcfides twelve other Battalions* which made a 
fecond Line at Anncquin  ̂ behind the former. T hey had alfo, twenty-four 

, Battalions, and twelve Regiments o f Horfe and Dragoons, along the Lys» 
under the Command o f Monfieur d''Artagnan ; and another Bodj, under ^
Monfieur i/e encamp’d by Platoons from Doway to Valenciennes \ as
did the Troops under the Chevalier Luxemburghj between and
Crefpiny near Conde. ,

On the Twenty-third, a ftrong Detachment o f the Enemy’s Arm y at­
tack’d the Poft o f H^non, near St. Amand, on the Scdrpe j wherein'Monfieur 
Damnitz,VLPruJJian Q ptain, commanded, with oneH undf^^nd twenty Men.
He defended that Poft refolutely for a confiderable T im e ; l^H^^ving loft 
thirty o f his Men, and the Numbers o f the Enemy increafing upon him,

[ he was •obliged, at laft, to abandon it, and retired with the Reft or his Men
I to St. Amand. T h e  French paid doar for this Poft, having had a great Num- 
f ber o f their M en, and amongft them Colonel Alhergotti, killed in the Attack.

T h e  Marquis de Imecourt having joined the Marfhal with a
Detachm ent o f fourteen Battalions, and twenty-two S^adrons, from Ger­
many \ the Fraich Arm y made a fmall Motion, on the Twenty-fourth, and Motion? of 
encamp’d near Anchin  ̂ between Doway, and Valenciennes  ̂ where tho Mar- 
lhal took up his Quarters ; having the Scarpe before him, :jnd the SchtJd 
behind : A t  the fame Tim e, he left a Flying Camp near Lens, under the 
Comm and o f  Monfieiir d*Artagnan, for t^e Security o f his Intrenchments *

/  th^re.
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there, and at la BajTce. For this Purpofe, likcwife, the M ilitia o f Picardy, 
and the Boulotinois were ordered to march that \\^ay; and the Marfhal, ha­
ving fcnt his heavy Baggai^e to Doxvay  ̂ gave out, that he was refolvcd to 
relieve Toiiniay. On the Twenty-fifth, the Marfhal took' up his Qviarters 

Not regard- Dctiain, near Valcncknms; but, notwithftanding thcfe Motions, the Con- 
Generals did not think it neceffary to make any Alterations in their 

Camp ; contenting themlclves with reinforcing the Garrifon o f St. ,4mand, 
with four Hundred Men, and placing a Brigade between that Polt, and the 
V illage of St, Maur. About the fame Junflure, feveral French Officers, 
who had their Regiments, and Companies in the Town, endeavoured to get 
in difguifed, at different Times, but were all taken Prifoners.

T o  return to the Siege; the Garrifon Tourvay, having found Means, 
by the Help o f their Sluices, to let a confiderable Quaritity o f Water into 
the Town-Ditch, it hindered the BefiegSrs from giving the Alfault, fo foon 
as they otherwife intended: In the mean W hile, the .Pioneers were at 
W'ork, to bring the Lines o f Circumvallation into a narrower Compafs, on 
the Side of the Citadel; in order to cover the Troops, to be employ’d on 
that Attack, after the Redudlion o f the Town. On th:e Twenty-fixth, all 
the three Batteries were ordered to play their Cannon, Mortals, and Hau>‘  
hitzers which continued with great Fury, from^'Ihree in the Afternoon, 
till the Rifing o f the Moon ; when thirteen Men detach’d out of each Bat­
talion, under the Command o f Lieutenant-General H'itherms, made an A t­
tack on a Ravelin, that covered the Gate o f Valenciciinea  ̂ and on the Cover'd- 
7f'''ay between that Gate and the Citadel. This Attack was carried on with 
fuch Bravery and Refolution, that notwithftanding the Enemy made a vi­
gorous Refinance, the Befiegers lodged themfelveson the Covci'd-JVa^, that 
leads from the Gate o f Vahncienncs to the Schcld; and extended themlelves 
from th?.t River to the next Baftion, and along the Ravelin which covers 
that Gate : But they loit in this Attack, about one Hundred and fifty Men, 
and amongft others, three Chief Engineers, and four Captains. During this 

A Maga/.ine at Count LoHum'i Attack, they, who were empic^-’d at General
ofthsBc- Scbiiykmbur^h's, filled the Ditch o f the Horn-work, three Fafcines broad, 
/legcriblowii v r̂jth the Lofs o f two Engineers, and feveral Common Soldiers; and the Ma- 

gazine of that Battery blew up, by the Enemy’s Fire.
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this Difafter, on the 'iVenty-feventh, in the Even­

ing, the Befiegers attack’d,the Horn-wbrk, on the o f General 
lemburghi'% Attack, and the Baftion on the Right o f  that Horn-work ; both of 
which they carried, with very little Oppontion. T h e Enemy, however, 
fally ’d out upon the M en, who were lodging themfelves on the Baftion j 
but the Duke of Argyk^ who commanded tms Attack, and received a flight 
Wound, bringing frefti Succours to them, repulfed the Enemy with confider-. 

—' able Ltifs, and tne Lodgment was compleated. Oh the Twenty-eighth, in
the Morning, the Befieged made another Sally upon the fame Baftion, but 
with no better Succefs; being vigoroufly repulfed, and driven into the 'I'own.

• H e r e u p o n , the Befiegers made the neceffary Preparations for a general
Storm, but were prevented, by the Befieged; who, about Six in the Even­
ing, hung out "U^te Colours at the three Attacks, beat a Parley, and de- 
fired to C j^ u la fe fo r  the Town ; which was granted, upon Condition the 
Duke 6flT^/ihorough, and Prince Eugene  ̂would cotifcnt to it. Notice here; 
o f  being given to their Highneflbs, thi^' conferi*’d with the Deputies o f th6 
States, and it was agreed to grant the Garrifom a Capitulation ; upof. which 
Hoftages were exchang’d ;  and the Erfemy having fent out Brigadier 
M etz  to the Duke of Marlborough, avid Brijridier Divcrny to Prince Eugene» 
Brigadier Primrofc was fcnt from Lmuni'% Attack, and Brigadier Sabine from 
General in their Kob'rti. After fome Debates, an Honourable

confifting of rwent)'-tw;q A ltfd e s  propofed, by the Garrifon,
i.iun u . lour.added by the Befiegers, being much the fame as thofe at was

agreed on tecween Nine and Ten in the Everting, jaind figned by the Duke 
, o{ Mcirfbotoughf and Prince Ettg^n ,̂ in the Natne ,of the Allies, and by the 

Governor, the Marqufs dcSufvdi;^ in thb Nifme o f the Garfifon. Thtis,
\  . after
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after three Weeks open Tranches, the Viftorious Arms o f the Allies car­
ried a Place, which the French thought impregnable; as appears by the 
following vai^-glorious Infcription, which they had caufed to be engraved 
upon one o f the Half-Moons.

L U D O V I C U S  Decimus ^artus^  A valn-glo-
Incertum Bello an Pace Major, riouslnfcrip-

^ ib u s  Copiist Conjiliis, Jnimo Celeritate,
E t  FortUna, on one o f the

Anno M .D C .L X V n . Nerviorum Urbem^
^atriduo Ceperat 

lifdem, Ne unquam pojiea caperetur, 
inter Cetera Munimnita, Hoc Ŝ uoquCi 

Diebus‘% ix OHo 
. A b j^rea Funt^menti's^

Ipfe injtans Operi,
Viflrictbus Militutit Manibus,

Extruxitf Anno Domini M .D C .L X X J ,

Which may be thus rendered in Englijh :

LEff^^IS  the Fourteenth,
W ho, whether he be greater in Peace or W ar, is uncertain*

W ith the fame Forces, Counfels, Courage, A ftiv ity ,
And Fortune,

Wherewith he took the City of Tournay, in four
* Days, in the Year o f our Lord 1667;

That it may never be taken for the future,
Amongft other W orks, has erefted this 

In hardly eight D ^ s ,
From the Ground, and its Founc|atIons,

By the victorious Hands o f his brave Soldiers,
H im felf overfeeing the W ork,

In the Year o f  our Lord 1671.

T h e  following Medals Avere ftruck, upon tlje Surrender o f this impor­
tant Place.

j .  On the Face was the ^een's Bujio, with the following Infcription. Medali 
On the Reverfc, B r it a n n ia ,  leaning upon her Right Arm on her Shield, itiuck oti 
fupported by a Trophy of A rtillery, and holding in her Left Hand her 

.Spear; on the T op o f which is a Mural Crown, and a Town at aDiftance, 
defigncd for Tournay, with this Legend : ^

Tornaco Expugnato. Th»t is, Tournay being taken.

In the Exergue, is only the Date of^he Year M . d c c . i x .

2. O n the Face is a Ship in a Storm, y^kh^Frcnch Colours, having loft 
his Main-maft, and throwing her Good? over-board, to lave her from fink­
ing ; and amongft others, a Bale, with the Name o f Tournay it, and 
this Infcription: •

Ne percat  ̂ perdit. She lofe^ thefc, that £he may not fink herfelf.

On the Reverfe, is tl’e C ity o f Tournay befieged, with the Batteries o f 
the Allies, and the following W ords:

Soluta Catenis infurgit. Being freed from her Chains, Ihe rifes.

■Alluding to the State o f Tournay, as being freed from the Bondage o f France,

7 C  I And
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And in the Exergue,

Tornacum Captum, M .D CC.IX . Tournay taken in 1709.

Lofsofthe D u r i n g  this Siege, the jiUies had only three Thoufand two Hundred 
in this and ten Men Tcill’d and wounded; viz. eight' Hundred and forty-nine at 

Count I.ottum's Attack, one Thoufand three Hundred at General Schuylem  ̂
hitrgh'  ̂ Attack, and one Thoufand fiftr-five at General FagePs; an incon- 
fidcrable Number for fo important a Pf-ice. On the Thirtieth o f ^uly, N. S. 
the Frcnch furrendered one Gate, according to the Capitulation ; and the 
next Day, the Marquis dc Surville was entertained at Dinner by Prince 
Eugene j this done, he retired, in tl|^|Afternoon, into the Citadd, which 
his Garrifon had already entered, to tne Number o f about four I ’houfand 
Men. But a great Number of#hem concealed themfelves in the Town ; 
and two Captains, with four Lieutenants, and about one Hundred and fifty 
Men, went to the Duke o f Marlboroiighh Camp. A t  the fame Tim e, the 
Enemy’s Sick and Wounded, to the Number of eight Hundred, were con­
duced to Doivay ; and the Earl o f Albcmarky who was appointed Governor 
o f the Town provifionally, and afterwards confirmed in that Poft by the 
States-General, took Poflefllon thereof, with twelve Battalions.

T h i n g s  being thus fettled, as foon as the villies had w holly evacuated 
the Place, the Allies began to make the neceffary Difpofitions for the Re- 
dudion o f the Citadel, which was counted one o f the ftrongeft in Europe; 
being not only fortified with the utmoft Exaftnefs, and the Works well 
fenced with Stone, but all the Ground wrought into M ines; fo that tjie Re- 
fiftance o f the Garrifon was not fo much apprehended, as the M ifchief they 
might do by blowing up their Mines. Not daunted, however, at all thefe 
Difficulties, it was refolved to form two Attacks, the one under the Com ­
mand of Count Lottum, and the other under General Sthuykmburgh. They 
had under them the Lieutenant-Generals Dedem  ̂ Oxenjfieni, Spar, Finch, 
Withers, ff'^ackerhaert, Heyderiy and the Duke o f  ̂ rgylt. T he Major-Generals 
Dcnhoffy Hamilton, J^̂ ajfenaer, Keppel, Vegclin, fVoudenhurgh, t̂emple, d'‘jil-  
btrgue, and Hohendorff. T h e  Brigadiers Gauvain, Gruthker, Bork, Primrofe, 
Sabine, Sturler, Chambrier, Malsburgh, Berkhoffcr, and JVelderen. The Bat­
talions employ’d in that Service were, one o f Imperialijfs, four o f Briujh, 
v iz. lf''~cbb"sy I^orth and Gray’s, How’s and God/rcy\; two o f Danes; four 
o f Prujffians; one o f Saxons; three of Lunenburghers; one o f JVirtem- 
berghersy two o f HeJJians', two of the Troops of Mwnjler-y and ten of 

Siege of the Dutch, including the Garrifon. T h e French were the firft who began Ho- 
-f ftilities; for on the Firft o f Auguji, N . S. they fired both with Cannon and* 

Small-Shot upon Count Lottum’s Trenches, and Batteries j from the latter 
o f which, they were immediately anf%’credj and the Firing continued very 
hot, on both Sides, during the whole Night. The next Day, Prince Eugene, 
the Dake of Marlborough, and the Ficld-Deputies o(f the States, were en­
tertained, at Dinner, by the Earl o f Albemarle in Tournay; about which 
T im e, the Batteries, which'had difcontinued firing for fome Tim e, begaa 
to play on both Sides.

T h e  riame Day, the I'roops appointed for the Siege o f the Citadel, took 
the Poft affigned them, within the new Lines o f Circumvallation, and car­
ried on the Attack with very good Succefs. On the Third o f  -Augttfi, a 
Bomb, from the Batteries o f the Allies, ^blew up one of the Enemy’s Maga­
zines ; and in the Night, between the Fourth and Fifth, the Trenches were 
carried on to the Paliffadoes o f the Saliant A n gle o f the Counterfcarp o f the 
^een's Baftion. On the Fifth, in the Afternoon, the Enemy made a Sally 
upon the Trenches, but wece immediately beaten back again.

In the mean W hile, the Marquis de Surville, cither being fenfible he 
vtras not in a ‘Condition to hold out long, or, as fome pretend, that he might 
have an Opportunity o f fending an Officer of Truft to the trench Court,

for
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for Uis Mojl \^hiifiian Majefty to dcddc a Difference between him and M on- 
fieur de Megr ignyy who challenged the chief Command in the Citadel de­
fied  the Cokft deratc. Generals to appoint a Perfon on their Part, to treat
with another he ihould name, about the Surrender o f the Citadel, fh is
being agreed\to. Prince and' the Duke o f Marlborough, named
Monfieur Laky a Brigadier in the liritijh Troops, who being met by the 
Marquis de Ruvignan, a iVIajor-General, appointed by the M arquis dc Sur- 
villc, agreed upon the following Articles.

1. T h a t  the Citadel o f Tournay fliouU be furrepdered to the A iU tS t  the PropoWs for
Fifth o f  September at Noon ; but ijn'Cafe the A rm y o f his Mojl Cbrlftian fufrendcring
Majerty (hould oblige the thirty Battalions, and ten Squadrons, amounting 
to about eighteen Thouland Men, whp carried ou the Siege, to raife it, this 
Capitulation fliould be void.

2. T h a t  the G^rrifon o f the Citadel, both Officers and Soldiers, (hould
march out the Fifrh of September, with their Arms, Baggage, and other 
Marks o f Honour; and fliould be conduced, by the fliortelt W ay, to the 
neareftTown, or to the Frcwfi A rm y, as the Marquis or whoi-
ever commanded them, fhould choole.

3. T h a t  in Cafe Monfieur de Ravignan fliould bring the Approbation o f 
the Court,, on the Eighth of Auguji^ Hoftage« fliould be given on both Sides, 
and a Gate delivered up, as foon as the Capitulation fliould be iigned, on the 
Eighth or Ninth of Augujt.

T h a t  the Guard, which the AlUes fliould place at the Gate 0 /the faid 
f .xdel, fliould not exceed three Hundred Men, and that a Barrier fliould 
be îjt up in the Middle, as ufual.

5 "fHAT Commiflaries ihould be appointed, to examine whether the 
thirry Battalions, and ten Squadrons, remained always before the Citadel, till 
the f'ifth o f September, and that thofe I'roops fliould only be employ’d to 
invelt the Citadel, or guard the City o i Tournay, till the Evacuation, and 
Delivery o f the Citadel to the Allies.

6 T h a t  the Hoft^ages given on the Part o f  ths Allies, fliall have A u­
thority from the Marquis de Surville, to vifit the Magazines, A n illery , 
Ammunition, Provifion, and other Rffeds, which fliall remain in the Ci­
tadel, in the fame Condition as they fliall be found the Eighth o f Augufiy 
provided that the Garrifon might make ufe of wjiat fliould oe neceflary for 
their Subfiftence, till the Night o f the Evacuation ; and that Monfieur de 
Surville would promife, that the Remainder o f the Ammunition fliould not 
be wafted, nor damaged, whilft the Garrifomfliould continue in the C.ita- 
d e l; and that on the Eighth or Ninth o f Auguji, when the Gate fliould be

•delivered up, there Ihould be a Sufpenfion o f Arms on both Sides.

T he  Dutch Hiflorians, and Monfieur RouJfctj give a different Account 
of this I'ranlaQ’ion: They fay the Defign was firft formed at the Court o f 
France  ̂ merely to amufe the Allies, and delay the Siege ; that Monfieur dc ,
Ravignan was fent from Paris for that End ; and that, coming to the Con- 

f e d s r a t e ' X z m p ,  he gave the Generals Hopes of the Citadel’s being furren- 
dered, upon certain Conditions; wherefore Leave was granted him to go 
into the C j'tadel, and confer with Monfieur de Survtlle about; i f ; after 
which, defiring a proper Perfon might be appointed, to treat wilh him.
Brigadier LaJo was named, as we have obfcrved above. The Marquis de 
Quincy pretends, that the Allies mAde the firft: Propofals; and, that there­
upon, the Marquis de Ravignan was allowed to go out o f the Citadel to the 

' French Arnny> and from thence to Court.
H o w e v e k ,  be that as it will, the Agreement being figned, the Marquis Motions of 

de Ravignan was immediately fent with it to the Court ot brance, for his 
MoJ} Chrijlian Majefty’s Ratification ; but that 'no Time mi^ht be lofl: by 
this Negotiation, the Trenches were carried on, with the uiu^l Diligence.
On the other Hand, General Fagel havingtaufed the Lines of Circumval- 
lation, before the City of Tournay to be ^levelled, pafs’d the Sche/d, and *

join’d
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join’d the two A rm ies; which, on the Sixth o(JuguJty marchec  ̂ to the Camp 
o f Orchies, both to be nearer the Enemy, to obferve their iVlotions, and 
for the Conveniency of Forage. The A rm y, commanded by ̂ he Duke o f 
Marlborough, extended from the Rights near Watincs, to th^Le/t at Ru- 
megiesy near the Brook Lamon ; and that under ?viv\cc Eugene, had its Right 
at Pont a Marque, and its Left at Watincs. The Duke took up his Quarters 
at an Nunnery, called Theomoulin-y Prince Eugene his, at a Mo-
na^lery, under the W alls of Orchies i and the Field-Deputies o f the 
theirs, in that Town ; which is fituated three Leagues from Tournay, as 
many from Doway  ̂ fix from Vakncienne ,̂ and five from Lijlc. The Mar- 

de Villars continued all this while" incamped behind the S c a t with 
his Forces; who having finifhed their Lines, and pbnted their Cannon upon 
them, no fooner heard o f the Motion o f the Confederate y\rmy, which put 
them under terrible Apprehenfions o f being attack’d, than they fet about 
to raife new Lines, within thofe which they had before thtown u p ; Monfieur 
de Villars having, at the fame Tim e, given Orders to the Chevalier de Lux- 
emburgh, who commanded a feparate Body, between Mons and Falenciennesy 
to rejoin the Arm y.

O n the Eighth of Jugufi, N . S. the Day agreed on for the Return of 
the Marquis de Ravignan, the Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, 
went in the Morning to Tournay, in Expectation o f the French K in g ’s A p ­
probation o f the Agreement lately concluded : But, on this Occafion, the 
French gave a frefh Tnftance of their Infincerityj and afforded juft Ground 
to fufpeft, that their Propofals for delivering the Citadel o f Tournay, were 
but an Artifice to gain T im e ; and, i f  polTible, to amufe tha Jillies. For 
Monfieur being come back, according to Promife, about Five

T h e K in g o f  a Clock that Afternoon, brought Word> That the King his Majier,^ would 
France rc- ratify the [aid Agreement, unlefs the Cejfation o f  Arms, mentioned therein, 
the^AgrTe-  ̂ ^3^0 extended to all the Operations o f War in the Netherlands till the
m ent for the Fifth o f  September, N . S. which he very well knew w'ould never be con- 
Surrendcr o f fented to, and what the Confederate Generals, and the Deputies o f the 

States, accordingly reje£Ved with Difdain. Hereupon, the Marquis dc Ra­
ti mtrnay. wcnt into the Citadel, carrying with him, as was believed, lomc

M oney, which began to be very much wanted there, and fome Inftrudticns 
to the Marquis de Surville.

H o w e v e r  that be, the,Hopes o f reducing that Fortrefs by Compofi- 
tion being vaniflied, the jilUe^ bent̂  all their Thoughts upon making them- 
felves Mafters of it by Force; and the Siege was carried on with all polfible 
Vigour, notwithftanding the »great Difficulties they had to ftruggle with, 
chiefly frorn the vaft Number o f Mines, which the Enemy fprung; and 
which the Befiegers, who walked, in a manner, upon Precipices, could < 

j  hear working upon under their Feet, at almoft every Step they
advahted.

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, being returned from 
. Tournay to the A rm y, the Ninth o i Augufi in the Morning ; Lieutenant-

General Cadogan was immediately detach’d, with two Thoufand Grena­
diers, to diflodge the Enemy from the Abbey of Marchiennes, on this Side 
the Scarpe, wherein they had ported fix Hundred M en; and which he found 
fo well fftrdfied, by a Ditch full o f Water, and PalifTadoes, that he defired 
a farther Reinforcement. Hereupon, a Thoufand Foot, with eight Pieces 
o f Cannon, were ordered to join him ; but the Garrifon, which tfie Ene­
my had reinforced with three Hundred  ̂ M en, fceming refolved to defend 
themfelves vigoroufly, the Confederate Generals did not think it proper to 
run the Hazard o f lofing a great Number o f Men, for the gaining or fo in- 
confidcrable a Place ; whereupon. Orders were fent to the Troops to with- 
■draw, and to return to their former Pofts.

T h e  fame Day, a Detachment o f two Hundred Hujfars, and one Hun- 
L vcfc^ 'cra l Dragoofis, being fent out to get Intelligence o f the Enemy, en- 
fucccfsful , counter’d four Hundred Horfe, imd one Hundred Grenadiers, routed them, 
Rcijrruntcis and brought in a Major, with tl^irteen other Officers, and one Hundred and

a • twenty
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twenty Men iVifoners, befides taking a Booty o f  one Hundred Horfes. On Thel»irtics 
the Tenth, ai^tber Party o f one Hundred and twenty Hujfars, under the 
Coinmand off the Imperial Colonel DcfoJJy, met a Party o f one Hundred 
Horfe, whon^he charged, killed moft o f them, and purfued the Reft to Renrountcro 
the very Gattfe o f Vaknciennes. T he fame Day, another fmall Party o f 
Huffars cut in'-Pieces the greateft Part o f lixty o f  the Enerru-’s Foot, and 
inade the Reft Prifoners. T h e  Twelfth in the Morning, rrince £wgc«f. 
and the Duke o f Marlborough, went to view the Abbey o f Fiennesy near 
theScarpe, between Doway and M a rch ia in esand in their Return, their 
Convoy beat two o f the Enemy’s Parties, and brought in both the Leaders, 
with feveral o f the Men Prifoners. .On the Fourteenth, their HighnefTes 
went to 'I'ournay, dined ŵ ith the Deputies of the States-Gencral, and in the 
Afternoon went into the Trenches, at General Schuylemhurgh'’s Attack.
Next Mftrning, they vifited Count Lottum \ returned the Nineteenth to the 
Camp, and the 'Fwentieth began the Review of the Arm y. On the Twenty- 
fixth, y[or\(ic\xT d t Sudenclunch, Major o f Prince Regiment, ar­
rived at the Confederate Camp from Mufcovy  ̂ with Letters o f the Twentieth 
of July, N. S. from that Prince to the Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ notifying to 
his Grace, the V iftory  gained by the Czar^ over the Swedes, at Pultowaj 
the Eighth of <hat Month.

In the mean W hile, the Siege o f the Citadel of Tournay was carried on, 
with all the Succefs which could be exjpe£led, from the cautious and flow 
Method o f Sapping i and never wTre lb many Inftances o f little fubter- 
raneous Skirmifhes, as at this S iege; which was pufh’d on w'ithas much V'’i- 
gour, and as various Succefs, under Ground, as above. Nothing was more 
common, than for the Miners to meet under Ground, and to engage with 
their Shovels and Pick-Axes, and fomctimes with Hand-Grenades and Pi- 
ftols. Not to defcend to many tedious Particulars, on the Twentieth o f 
j 4ugujt, N . S. the Allies difcovered a Mine, at General Schuylemburgh's 
Attack, that was direftly under a Battery of Mortars; whereupon, they 
immediately took out the Powder, and eighteen Mortars that were lodged 
therein, and which would otherwife have been all blown up, or buried un­
der Ground. But, about Three in the Afternoon, the Befieged fprung a The Bc(ieg« 

M ine, between the Trenches and the Caponniere they had in the Ditch, 
which had fuch an E ffea, that Part o f  the W all, from the Town to the Ci- 
tadel, two Branches o f the Trenches, a Parallel, two Saps, and two o f the Execution. 
Befiegers Mines were deftroyed ; and a Captain,* two Enfigns, and nineteen 
common Soldiers, were k ille d : A t the* fame T im e, they fprung another 
Mine, at Count Lottum'^ Attack, but without doing the leaft Damage.

O n  the Twenty-fecond, the Miners o f the j e l l i e s  difcovered the Branch 
o f another M in e; and as they were employ’d in finding out the Mine it-

* felf, they heard the Enemy working at a great Gallery ; hereupon a 
Lieutenant, with fixteen Grenadiers, were ordered to diflodge them; but *
the Lieutenant being killed at the firft Onfet, his Men were diflieartened, 
and retired. Another Officer, with a frefh Detachment, was immediately 
commanded to execute that Order; but the Enemy throwing a great many 
Grenades, and making a terrible Smoke, the Befiegers were again forced to 
retire, to prevent being fufFocated. On the 'I’wenty-third, in the After­
noon, the Miners, fupported by a Lieutenant, and twelve Grenadiers, were 
at work,, to pierce through a Traverfe, crofs the G allery they had’discover’d ; 
but coi l̂d not proceed therein, becaufe the Enemy threw in a great Quantity 
o f Straw, Hemp, and Powder, an  ̂ made fuch a Smother, that the Lieute­
nant, and eight Grenadiers, were fufFocated thereby. The fame D ay, the 
French fprjng a large M ine, at Count h.ottum‘% A tta c k ; but all the M en 
having been withdrawn in Tim e from that Place, excepting four Centinels, 
only one o f the latter was blown up : The Opening made by this Mine was 
fixty Paces long, and twenty Foot deep ; infomucn, that had it not been 
difcovered very feafonably, a whole Regiment o f Hanoverians would have 
been either blown up, or buried in that dreadful Chafm.

•
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T h e  Manner of fighting in this Siege, fays the A uthey/of theTatler, 
“  difcovered a Gallantry in our Men, unknown to formejr A ges; their 
“  meeting with adverfe Parties under Ground, where every ^ ep was taken 
“  with Apprehenfions o f being blown up with Mines b^ow them, of 

‘ crufhed by the F all o f the Earth above them j and all thislafted in Dark-
“  nefs, has fomething in it more terrible, than ever is m a  with, in any 

other Part o f a Soldier’s Duty : However, this was performed with great 
“  Chearfulnefs.”

The Enemy NOTHING elfe worth particular Notice happened till the Twenty-fixth, 
play off an- when the Enemy fprung a Mine, which killed above four Hundred of. the 

Befiegers; who, notwithftanding that _Lofs, and the prodigious Fire o f the 
7et* mor̂ * Befiegcd, lodged themfelves, that very Night, near the Palilfadoes, at the 
Execution. Attack of General Schuylmbiirgh; and their Miners carried on their Saps, 

though they were greatly annoy’d by the W ater, which the Frtnch found 
Means to let in to them. On the Twenty-eight, in the Morning, Monfieur 
du Mey, one of the chief Engineers, who had_ the Dkcttion of General 
Schuylemburgh'i A ttack, was mortally wounded in the Head by one o f the 
Stone-Mortars o f the Befiegers, and died foon after. The fame Day, Prince 
F.tigenCi and the Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ went to Tournay from the A rm y j 
and the Twenty-ninth, in the Morning, vifited the Trenches rt that Attack, 
where a Lodgment had been made, two Days before, on the Saliant Angle 
o f the Countcrfcarp. About Ten in the Morning, the Enemy fprung an­
other Mine, which did but little Execution ; but in the Afternoon, they 
fprung two other Mines at Count Lottum\ Attack, whereby the Befiegers 
had two Officers kill’d, and feveral Men kill’d and wounded. That Day, 
and the Thirtieth, the JlUes made a terrible Fire upon the Citadel, and 
threw in a confiderable Number of Bombs, which did all the Execution 
that could be dcfired \ whereupon, the neceflary Difpofitions were order’d 
to be made for an AfTault: But the Enemy prevented it, by beating a Parley, 

The Garri- the Thirty-firft, in the Morning, and defiring to capitulate. Hereupon, an 
fon defirc to Exchange of Hoflages was immediately agreed upon, and Monfieur Dolet, 
cjpitu.atc. Marquis de Ravignan, both Major-Generals, and four other Officers,

came out of the Citadel; and Major-General Hohcndorffy with five Officers 
more, w’ere fent in their Room, on the Side o f the Confederates. Monfieur 
D okt, with his Fellow-Hoftages, were brought to the Earl of jilbm ark'’& 
Houfe, where the Duke o f Marlborough  ̂ and Prince Eugene o f Savoy, be­
ing met to receive their Propofals, they offered to furrender the Place, and 
delivered a Draught o f a Capitulation, confifling o f eleven Articles.

T h e s e  Demands being made, Monfieur Dolet, and the other French 
Officers, were order’d to withdraw ; and after fome Debate, being called ii* 
3gain, were told by the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, That no 
other Conditions would be allowed them, but fo r  the Garrijon to furrender them- * 

j [elves Prifoncrs o f IVar i Upon which, they returned mto the Citadel, and
about Three in the Afternoon, the Hoflilities began again. The two Con­

federate Genera’s feem to have infifled on the Garrifon’s furrendering them- 
. felves Prifoncrs o f W ar, not only for the Honour o f the Arms o f  the Allies,

but. in return for his Moji Chriftian Majefty’s having refufed to ratify the 
former Capitulation. Bcfides, during the Cefl!ation o f Arms, they had a 
certain Account o f the great Streights to which the Garrifon were reduced 
for Want>jof Provifion j whereupon. Orders were given to renew the Fire 
againft the Citadel, from all the Batteries, with the utmoft Vigour which 
foon reduced the Garrifon to the Nccefllty o f accepting what Terms the 
Confederate Generals thought fit to grant them. Hereupon, Monfieur de 
Snrville, having defired a Conference with the Earl o f yilbemarle, on the 
Second o f September, informed him o f his Inclination to furrender, and de­
livered his Lordfhip other Propofals to that E nd; which being made known 
to the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, who had left the Siege 
but that Morning, they returned thither the Third, from Orchies, and figned 
the Articles: This done, the Garrifon delivered up a Gate o f  the Citadel ia 
the Afternoon, and march’d out the Fifth, to the Number o f three Thoufand

f five
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five H u n d r^ M en , befides the Sick and Wounded, in order to be cx>Bdu£led
to Conde. jT h ey were allowed, both Officers and Soldiers, to march out T.kvacccpt

with their pwords and Baggage, but were obliged to leave them, together
with their Arms and Colours, behind them, and lurrendcr Prifoners at large j
with this Rtvtriftion, that they were not to fcrve, till an equal Number o f
the Allies, \vho had been taken by their Forces, fhould be rcleafed in their
Room.

T h e  important City, and Citadel o f Tournay, had no fooner fallen a Sa­
crifice to the victorious Arms o f the Confederates, than the Duke o f Marl^ 
borough, and Prince Eugene, were intent upon following their Blow, and 
refolved either upon another Conqteli: o f equal Importance, viz. That o f 
Mons, the Capital of the Province o f Hainauh, or upon drawing the Enemy 
on to a B attle: In both of thefe, we (hall find they fucceeded ; the one 
happening afterwards to be the immediate Confequence o f the other. T o  
this End, their two Armies decamped from Orchies, the very Day the C i­
tadel o f Tournay was furrendered; pafs’d the Seheld, joined in their March, 
and incamped the Fourth o f September, N. S. at Bri/oul-, at fome Dilbince 
from which, the Hereditary Prince o f Hcjfe-Cajjel  ̂ who had been dctach’d 
the Morning before, with four Thoufand Grenadiers, and fixty Squadrons, 
in order to ffirce the Enemy’s Lines, was likewife encamped. On the Fifth, 
they purfued their March, notwithftanding the Badnefs o f the Weather, 
by Reafon o f the continual Rains, and encamped at Siraat, within a 
League o f the River Haifne, which the Prince o f Hejfe pafled the fame A f­
ternoon, with his Detachment.

O n  the Sixth, in the Morning, the Duke o f Marlborough'Army being The Fnmh 
again in Motion, and having paned the Haifue, above Mons, his Grace rc- abandon 
ceive^ Advice, that as the Prince o f Hc^e was about to attack the Enemy’s Lmei. 
Lines, from the Haiftie to the Sambre, three Regiments of Dragoons, which 
were placed there for their Dcfence, abandoned them. Not long after, 
when that Prince joined the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, on 
their March, they congratulated him on the Succefs o f his Expedition ; to 
which his Hjghnefs aimvcred, The French have deprived me o f  the Glory o f  
tleferving this Compliment, fo r  they would not fo much as make a Shew o f  jtay' 
iftg fo r  me.

I t  appeared, however, that the Enemy had fome Defign o f defending 
thofe Lines \ for the Chevalier de Luxemburgh arrived there foon alter, with 
a large Detachment, in order to have fuftained’the Regiments o f Dragoons 
afore-mentioned; and was followed by the Marflial de Villars in Perfon :
Bur when they found, that their Troops had quitted their Poft, they re­
turned to ^(ievrain; whither the whole French Arm y marched from their 
Lines behind the Scarpe. On the other Hand, the Prince o f HeJfe, having 
taken PolTeffion o f the Lines above-mentioned, encamped with his MJght to ,
Jemappe, and his Left to Framiers •, by which Means, Mons was, in a Man­
ner, block’d u p; and the Arm y under the Duke o f Marlborough cnczvn'pQd 
at Havre, whilft Prince Eugene did the fame at St. Dennis. ,

On the Seventh, the Marflial de Bouflers arrived at the French C am p ; The M̂ r- 
which, as his MoJ} Chriflian Majefty fecmcd to repofe fo entire a Confidence 
in the Marfhal de Filiars, at the Beginning o f the Campaign, occafioned f’ 0 ‘f t 7 hcir'Ar 
fmall Surprize; de Boufflers, however, to foften the Matter, told
Monfieur de Villars, that He was come to ferve him as-his Aid de Camp } occafiom va- 
or, as sther Accounts fay, That he did not come in any CharaBer, but to re~ fiousSpccu- 

ceive, his Commands fc r  the King's Set vice, and to communicate to hira 
Majefy's Orders, upon the prefent Pojlure o f  Jiffairs. Monfieur D u Mont 
fays, (as we have obferved in the Firft Part, Page 102.) that Monfieur de 
Boufflers had Orders and Power, from his M of Chrifiian Majefty, to afiiift at 
Councils o f W ar, and at the Battle, and to retain his Prerogative o f Se­
niority i but, nevcrihelefs, without incroaching," in the leaft, upon the A u ­
thority o f Monfieur de Fillars, as Commr^nder in Chief. He jdds, that the 
Marflial de Bouflets was not lent to the Arm y without the Advice o f Ma­
dam AlaintenoTi', that it was affirmed, it was flie who made the Propofal to*

* . * thtf
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the Kingt aS dreading the Succefs o f the Remainder of the Cjrap^ign, and 
not being willing the Marfbal de llllars fhould alone be refpo^able for the 
Kfiie o f a Battle, which it had been refolved to venture. "1 h^M arquis de 
Sj încy gives yet another Turn to this Matter, and pretend® that Mon- 
fieur de Fillars being informed o f the Defigns of the yi//iesJ hnd delired 
his Mojl U)rijilan Majefty, fomc Tim e before the Surrender'of the Cita­
del o f Tournay, to fend Ibme other Commander to his AlTIftance ; but this 
does not feem to agree at all with that Marftial’s known Vanity, and Self- 
Sufficiency.

Be that as it w ill, the fame Day, about Noon, as Prince Eugene, and the 
Duke of Marlborough, were going to*Dinncr, his Grace received Advice, 
that the Frcnch were on their March, to attack the Body under the Command 
o f the Princc of Hejfe i upon which. Orders were immediately given, firft 
to fecure the Blockade of Mons, and then to the Arm y under his own Com­
mand, to decamp from Havre, and leave their Baggage behind, with their 
Tents {landing. Being come to the Hills of Belian, where the Prince of 
Hejfc had his Q ^ rters, they made a Halt near Chevrais, Prince Eugcne ŝ 
A rm y being advanced thither hkewife j and there both Generals had farther 
Intelligence, that the Frcnch had not pafs’d the Defiles of f'Tafmê  but were 
encamped between them and ^ievrain  ; whereupon, the Cohfiderate A rm y 
continued, the whole Night following, in Order of Battle. In the mean 
'While, the Duke o f Marlborough having Advice, that the Garrifon o f Mons 
confifted only o f nine weak Spanijh Battalions, and two o f Bavarta?is, be- 
fides the Dragoons o f PaJ^cur, his Grace concluded, that the chief Defign 
o f Monfieur de Fillars, was to induce the Confederates to draw all their 
Forces into the Plain between Belian and Framiets-, that he might have 
an Opportunity to throw fome Reinforcements into Mons; to prevent which, 
his Grace ordered fomc Troops towards St. Ghijlain.

Tlic Confe- the Eight of September, N . S. the Duke of Marlborough, Prince
Eugene, and Monfieur GojUnga, one of the Field-Deputies of the States, 

rals view the being attended by feveral Squadrons, ujider the Command of Prince d'^u- 
twccTthe'^" for their Security, fpent the whole Day in viewing the Ground be-
t w o  A r m i e s ,  tween the two Armies j and when they were over againft Blaugies, and 

Lambrcchies  ̂ they difcovered the Enemy’s whole A rm y, who were in M o­
tion, and polling themfelves in the Plain o f Blaugies.

In the mean W hile, the Confederate A rm y marched, and encampcd, 
with the Left Wing, on the Side o f the Haifne, and St. Ghijlain before them. 
The March which the Arm y made that Day, afforded one o f the moft glo­
rious Sights that had been feen for many Years; for the Confederate Gene­
rals, upon the Advices they had received of the Motions o f the Marfhal 
de Fillars’’  ̂Arm y, caufed the Heads of their Columns to return towards the 
Centre t which halting in the mean Tim e, the whole Arm y formed a fort of* 

' Crefcent, in the Midft of a vail Plain, which yielded the moft beautiful
Profpe£l imaginable. The fame Afternoon, their Huffars met a Party of 
the Enemy, at the W ood, or V illage o f Sart, confiiling o f four Hundred 
Men ; and by the Help o f their Guard, they not only defeated this Party, 
but brought a Lieutenant-Coloncl, with fome Officers, thirty Soldiers, as 
many Deferters, and about one Hundred Horfcs, into the Camp : On the 
Left W ii^ , Major-General Grovejiein met another Party, in the Opening 
b y that W ood, which he defeated, and made fifty o f the Men Prifoners. 
T h e  fame Day alfo, they had an Account, by feveral Deferters, t]pat the 
Marfhal de Bouvet s had brought pofitiv.e Orders, from his M ^  Chriftian 
Majefty, to ofler the Allies Battle.

T h e  next Morning, the French made a Motion, as i f  their Defign was 
to march towards Bojfu ; but the Confederate Generals, advancing to take a ' 
narrow View of their A rm y, they foon perceived, that the Motion o f their 

Tht Frcnch Le/t was only a Feint, to cover the March of their Right, which filed off, 
at the fame Tim e, and pofTclTed themfelves o f the Woods of  La

vtraVadvan* TaifniWe, and Sart, with the Hedges that encompafs them, where
iaocou>PolU'they placed their Infantry j and taking Poffeirion, likewife, o f  the Hedges
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