Dukie of M AR LtB oi"OUG Hy 6cc. 4N

of a Village tailed Placr™uct™ or Malplacqucty ranged their Cavalry in the
Openings bejween thefe Woods. Hereupon; the Confederate Generals or-
dered their j*my to march by the Left, and face the Enemy; the Right m
extending to and the Le/i to Bkron, on the Edge of the Wood hla-
gvicrcs, wherAthey placed their Cannon : The Centre was near Bleron, and
the Head Quarters not far from thence at hlaregnies. By this Means, the
Left of the Confederate Army came fo near to the Enemy, about Two in
the Afternoon, that they cannonaded each other till the Evening ; but the
Right Wing of the Allies being too far off, to come to the Place of Aftion,
in Time, there was too little Day left, to attack the Enemy. Wherelbre,
the Duke of Marlborough, Prince and the Prince Royal of PrulJia®
pa(Ted the Night with Monfieur Gojlinga, that they might be ready, in Cafe
the Enemy fhould make any Attempt. But notwithftanding they were much
fuperior in Number, and more efpecially in Infantry, they were fo far from
defigning to attack*the Allies, that, on the contrary* they began to fortify
their Camp, tho' it was by Nature very advantageous, with all the In-
duftr).’, and Application imaginable. Bendes the thick Hedges, which ran,
like a Chain, a ong their whole Camp, they made deep Lines to cover their
Foot'; and caft up three Intrenchments on their Right, one behind the other,
tho’ their Campj on that Side, was otherwife very difficult of Accefs, by
Reafon of a marfhy Ground which lay before them. Their Centre, which
was in a little Plain, was, likewife, fecured by feveral Intrenchments, and
defended in proper Places with a good Artillery ; befides all which, they cut
down a great Number of Trees, which they laid acrofs the Ways, to ob-
ftruft the Paflage of the Confederate Horfe : They alfo cut down the Hedges,
behind»their Lines, for the more eafy March of their Cavalry, to fupporc
xheir Infantry, as Occafion might require ; fo that their Camp might not
improperly be called a regular, fortify’d Citadel;

On the other Hand, Prince Eugene, and the Duke of Marlboroughy \wht>
had refolved, on the Ninth, in Congert with Monfieur Gojlinga, to attack
the French, finding, on the Tenth, that they had made Ufe of the pre-
ceding Night, to improve the Advantage of their Situation, refolved only,
without altering their Defign, to defer the Execution thereof, till they
jhould be reinforced by twent)-fix Battalions, and fome Squadrons (Mr.
Lediard fays only eighteen Battalions, and Monfieur du Mont twenty) which
had been employ’d in the Siege of Tournay. Hereupon, Orders were im-
mediately dilpatch’d to them,, to march with all pofllble Expedition, to
join the Grand Army, which they did that very Night, under the Com-
mand of Count Lottum, and Baron Schuylemburgh. The fame Evening, allo®
a Detachment from the Blockade of Mons, under the Command of Lieute- St. Gh'ijkh
*nant-General Dedem, took St. Ghijlain, Sword in Hand, and made the Gar-
rifon, which confifted of two Hundred Men, Prifoners of War.

T ne Troops that came from Tournay, having joined the Army, as we
obferved before, on the Eleventh of September, in the Morning ; the Morn-
ing of that Bloody Day, which was to fend above twenty Thoufand brave *
IVien to their Graves, Prince Eugenci the Duke of Marlborough, and the
Field-Deputies of the States-General, MefTieurs Randwyck, Hooft, and
Gojlinga, rode together along the Line, between the two Armies, animating
rheir Men; feveral of whom were killed in their Prefence, by the'jLnemy s
Cannon-Shot. A little after Eight a-Clock, the Signal for the Attack was
~Niven.bya Difcharge of fifty fieces of Cannon, and the Cannonading con-
tinued very brisk on both Sides; but’aswe havealrtady given a very accurate
Account of this Bloody and ever-memorable Battle, as drawn up by Mon-
fieur Parti. Pag. 105. we fhall not tire our Readers with a Re-
petition thereof, but only mention fuch Particulars, as are not taken No-
tice of by that Gentleman: W e lhall therefore only obferve in general, that
this vas ths; mofl: obftinate and bloody Bailie, that was fought during the
Courfc of the whole War ; and that as the Allies gained arf indifputable
Vitlory, tho’ it coft them very dear, and had infinitely more Difficulties to e
incounter, and furmount, they certainly g:wned more Honour on this Occa-

™»E fion.
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lion, than at any other Time j in fliort, the Battle oiMalphLquet will fhine

diftinffullh’d Luitre, even in Company with the Vido?4 s of HocMet.

T he Confederate Generals* upon viewing, after the Battli the advanta-

geous t'ofts, from whence they had driven the Enemy, “ere themfelvca
aftonifti'd, to fee what Difficulties they had furmounted ; 'and indeed all
the Troops, both Officers, and Soldiers, fliew'd as great Bravery, Intrepi*
dity, and Refolution, in this obftinate A£tion, as was ever known, either of
late Years, or has W n tranfmitted down to us, in Antient Hiftory. Jn
Effc£l:, confidering what Improvemcnfs have been made, in thefc latter Ages,

in

the Art of War, and what contemptible Enemies tlie Ferjians were, with

whom Alexander the Great was to cope, we don’t know whether it may not
vye with the moft Aining of his Aftions, via. his pafling the Granicus.

an

T he Enemy, whether incouraged by their prodigious Intrenchments, or
imated and made defperate, by the Shame of their Tornicr Defeats, fought,

not only with a Bravery beyond what was expeded from them, but be-
yond what they had fliewn on any other Occanon, during this War, from
half an Hour paft Eight in the Morning, till half an Hour paft™j”™o in
the Afternoon. But then, however, they were forced to y;eldw |Ke fu-
perior Courage, and Fortune of the Allies, whofe Generals, the (S**Duke
of Marlboroughy the Intrepid Prince Eugene™ the Gallant Count 7 < 'ifnd
the Undaunted Prince of Najfau-Friezlandy were, during the whole Battle,
continually at the Head of their Troops, and in the hotteft of the fcre:
Neither was Monfieur Gojlinga wanting, to animate the Soldiers, ™ his
own Example. n

th

W e muft not, however, omit, giving a more particular Tefti<!Wny of
e Bravery of the Prince of Najfau, as it is related by Monfieur Reaffet,

who fays he fought by his Highncfs's Side, during the whole Aftion, and
received two Wounds there by Small Shot. This young and intrepid
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Hero (fays he) commanded the Dutch Infontry, which formed the L™t
Wing of the Confederate Army. He led them on, not to fight with
Men, but againft Intrenchments, for the French had three, one behind
the other, in this Place, lined with Cannon, loaded with Cartridges.
The firft Line advanced boldly, with their Muskets on their Shoulders,
to within a fmall Piftol-Shot of the Enemy. The Prince, who had but
forty Battalions under his Command, was to drive from thefe Intrench-'
ments double that Number, fupported by the King’s Houfliold, and
commanded by the Marfhal de Boufflen in rerfon, with the Count d'jir-
tagnan, who for his gallant Behaviour in this Aftion, was made a Marfhal
of France. His Highnefs was expofed all the while to an infernal Fire,
which covered the Earth around him with dead Carcafes; and at the*
very Beginning of the Aftion, he loft the brave Count Oxenjliern. Ne-
verthelels, he forced both the firft and feccMid Intrenchment; and had
entered the third, and had made himfelf Mafter of the Enemy’s main
Battery, had he had a fufficient Number of Men, to have oppofed the
Frencht whom the Count d’JIrt(“nan poured in upon him with great Re-
folution 5 infomuch, that his Troops were obliged to retreat fome Paces.
His Highnefs perceiving this, took a Colours of the Regiment of Mey,
and wkfc as much Unconcernednefs as Intrepidity, carried it to the hi-
trenchment, and planted it there, calling out to his Troops, Come hjftberto
me, myFriendi~Comehither to me. By which Means he rallied his Men, who
Tcpulfed and dilheartened, and brought them on to the Charge
again. But being again over-power’d with Numbers* he made them rc-
tire behind the Hedges, till he had Intelligence, that the Wwing,
Centre, had overthrown the Enemy ; upon which, he returned to
the Charge, and forced his Way into the Plain, to gather his Share of
the Laurels.” #
The wonderful Succefs of the A//ies in this Battle, obtained under all

~the Difficulties, and Difadvantages, that could be ~pofed in the Way of

an Army (infomuch, that the Spldicrs of the Con/t*r<oits faid. They did

net
t
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not moke Jf~arhgainft Men, hut Moles,) murt, however, be acknowledged Remarks ca
to be owing,/n a great Meafure, to the Duke oi Marlhorough Genius, Cou-

rage, and Ccbdud I A confummate Hero (fays the Author of the Tatters) JoJdf
xvho has Uved”ot only beyond the Titne”™ in xvbtch Cscfar /aid, he was <»rived TatUr.
at a Satiety O Life, and GJory, but ~ 0 has been fo long the Suhjclf of Panc-
oyrick, that it is as hard to Jay any Thing new in bis Prai/e, as to add to the
~Merit, which retiresfuch Eulogiums. Y

*» Had this Engagement {fays the fame j~thor) happened ih the Time ~
ofthe Old Romans, and fuch Things been afted in their Service, there
would not have been a Foot of th& Wood, which was pierced, but would

have been confecpted to fome Deity, or made mettiorable by the Death

of him, who expired in it, for the Sake of his Country. It Would have

been faid, on fome Monument at the Entrance, Here the DxikeofyirgyU

as DCad,"retérne'd to the Field, and received his Death. Medals would
»» have b~n ftruck foT.'our General’s Behaviour, when he firft came into

the plain. *Hereyiti the Fury of the Aftion, and here the Hero ftood as
“ fearlefs, as if invahief*able. Such certainly would have been the Care of
** that State, thelr*wn Honour, and in Gratitude to their Hefoick Sub-

jeEts. T 1i0 po<InJ*intrench*d, the Plain made more unpaifable than the
“ Wood, ana alf™ihe- Difficulties oppofed to the np™ Gallant Army, anJ

mofi Intrepid Leaders, that ever the SunJhined o would each have fur-
“ niflinMatter, for the ableft Pens to have recorded them in Eulogiums,
** xfid i*attegyricks.**

G reat Numbers fell in this bloody Aftion ; and the Allies frankly owned/
that they had above feventeen Thoufand Men, cither killed or wounded,
cording to the Lifts, hereunto annexed.

Of Prince Eugene's Army.

5T N co ;
é% & & Sergeants an<i

Common
5 3 9 Soldiers™
. g
Nations, and e p
Bodies. a; S g > 4
. n. I
Imp~rialifis - d 4 11 .83 307
Danes------ - 2 g 8 s*  gihp 1284
Saxons------- 2 6 10 722 s4 477 709
Palatines — 2 i 1 359
Dutch--———-- 2 16 44 68a 15V9
HelJians — [ I 5 i0 >2* 3go 516
IVtrtemberghen 11 1c 120 272. 424
Ot the Duke ot Mariborottgo\ Army.
Britons------ 3 26 ,3 61 541 sS4« J082
PrVvfftans — \ a 17 9 33 204 294 583
Hanoverians 1 2 t2 >0 44 57~
Dutch ------ 11 1442 ti6 35 A2 4476
Sum Total — 16,20 16 1 238“7154T 12Tzj

A mongst the Killed, were fer~ral Oflaccrs of Diftinftion, particuiAfly,
General Coui.t Lottum”™ and Geceral Tettau, of the Pruffians;eCount thtvK-
fiietn, a Lieutenant-General, aod the Martmis of Colonel cjfa
Regiment of Foot, in the Service of the Stat<s, * Afnocgft the Woandei

were.
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jutant, dangeroufly 5 and Monfieur DuytSi Adjutant to rhe Prmce of Orange.
His Highnefs himfelf had two Horfes Kkilled under him, t~t efcaped un-
hurt, as did alfo the Duke of Argyk, though he received ftveral Musket-
Shots through his Cloaths and. Peruque. To be more particular, as to
the Britijh Troops, Brigadier Lalo, a Frcnch Refugee, in great Favour and
Efteem with the Generals; Sir Thomas Pcndergajt, Colonel of a Regiment of
Foot, Colonel Rivett, of the Guard? j Lieutenant-Colonel Arundel, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Bethel, were reckoned amongft the Slain. Lieutenant-
General ff'ebb, in the Beginning of the Aftion, received a very dangerous
Wound, by a Musket-Ball, that lodg’d itfelf near the Groin. “Lieutenant’
Colonel Ramfay, Major Lajhley, and Major RevJ, dy’'d of their Wounds;
but Lieutenant-Colonel Farmer, Major Chivcrs, and divers others, of infe-
rior Rank, furvived theirs.
Lofsofthe T he French were very induftrlous in lefTening, and concealing their Lofs
Enemy. from the Publick; but iome private Accounts from their Army owned, that
they had about five Hundred and forty Officers kill’'d on the Spot, and
one Thoufand and fixty-eight wounded, befides three Hundred and one taken
t~rifoners ; and the Number of their private Men, killed, wounded, or made
Prifoners, might modeftly be computed at fifteen Thoufandi Amongft their
Slain were, Meflieurs de Courcillon, de Chemerault™ .Baron Pdlavicini, Mef-
fieurs de Lautrecy de Greberges and de Moret, Lieutenant-Generals Count d«
Beuil, Meflieurs de Rouleau, de Rochebonne, and de Tourne/'ort, Major-Gere-
rals; Meflieurs de Coafquin, and de Steke?ibourg, Brigadiers ; befide™ Mef-
fieurs de Schawejiein, de Sails, de Seignelay, the Chevalier de Croy, de Telle-
gonde, de Molczun, Fitzgerald, de Barentin, St. Laurent, and the Duke de
Charofi. Amongft their Wounded, was the Marfhal Villars himfelf,
, who receiving a Shot in the Knee, in the Hear of the'Battle, was obliged
to leave the Command of the Armv to the Marfhal de Bouficrs, to which
he, in a great Meafure, attributed the Lofs of the Battle. As alfo the
X\WV/qg de Guiche, the Chevalier de St. Torts ; MefCicnrs”*"de Con”™au, de Beau-
fremont, de Savigne, de Crauzat, de Monnejiers, d'Oppe]de”™ de Refugee, and
d'Albergotti; the Princes de LamhelJi, and de Monthazon, Meflieurs de Bril-
lac, de Tournemine-, d'Angenes, de Zek, de Gondrin, dc Rcnly, de Bcrvile,
HMAntel, and de St. Hilaire.

U pon the whole Matter, all who judg’d impartially of this Battle, were
of Opinion”™ that every Thing -confider™d, the Allies did gain a remarkable
and glorious Viftory, but paid a great deal too dear for it i and, on the
other Hand, that tho’ the French were beaten from their fortify’d Camp, and
loft the Field of Battle? yet they, in fome Meafure, retrieved their wrmer
Reputation : It was evident, however, by their not attempting afterwards
to relieve Mons, that their Lofs was much greater than they were willing to
own. It was obferved, that this Battle was fought the fame Day, on which
Prince Eugene had gained the famous Viftory over theTurks, at Zenta, on
the River Theijfe, in Hungary, in the Year 1697, which produced the Treaty
of Carlowitz.

T his memorable Battle being over, the Viftorious Confederate Army,
were ordered to encamp, a little beyond the Field of Battle, which was co-
vered with the Bodies of Men, either dead, dying, or wounded j and on the
Twelfth of September, N. S. they returned to their old Camp at Belian. The
Duke of Marlborough took up his Charters in the Abbey of Belian } Prince
Eugene his, in the Village ofarignan, and Count Tilly his, in the Village
of Fort ~efoy. The Allies were alfo employ’d the fame Day, in burying
their Dead, and removing.their wounded Men; and there having been a
great many French Officers and Soldiers left wounded on the Field of Battle,
and in the adjacent Houfes, the Duke of Marlborough let the Marfhals de
ViUars, and Bouffiers know, that he would allow them to fend a Numberof

aggons to fctch them off. This Ojfer they gladly accepted ; and ac-

a ' cordingly
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cordingly fen; the Chevalier dc Luxembtogh, a Lieutenant-General, with
two Hundredfrforfe to Bavay, to meet the Cot~dcratc General Officer, who
ftould be af&ointed, with an equal Number, td fettle the Manner, :»nd
take the Patones of Honour of the Officers, who waie carried off ; together
with the Nuiiber of the private Soldiers, who were to be afterwards ac-
counted for, u”~n an Exchange : Hereupon, hie Grace gave this CommijTion
to Lieutenant-General Cadogan, who having concerted every Thing with
the Chevalier™ returned to the Camp, and lelc an Officer, and a ComTniflTary*
to take a Lift of all that {hould be found ; and according to their Defire, the
Enemy were allowed two D.iys for burying their Dead, and carrying off
their Wounded.

T he Fifreenth wzs celebrated, ~throughout the whole ConftderalU Army, Both they//-

as a Day of Thankfgiving to Almightv God, for the late wonderful ‘he
ViE~ory, and the Evening concluded with Salvo’s of Artillery and Small
Arms, and other JSMilitary Rejoicings. li is remarkable, that upon, the firft "oidngi for

News of this Battle, and a fond Report, that the French were Vi£toriou9k thisVidoiy.
Rejoicings were, likewife,” made for it, at Charleroy, Namur” and other
Places ; but they were foon undeceived, and their Joys was but (hort-lived*
On the Sixteenth, eighteen Battalions, which had fuffered moft, being or*
dered to go ai>d recruit themfelves, fome of them began their March to the
. Places afliened them ; and their Room was foon after fupply’'d by twerlty-
four Battalions, drawn out of the Garrifons, twenty of which were Dutchi
and the other iontBrkiJh, namely, Hill'&t Strathn”ver’s, and ff-yrmc's.

The following Medals were ftruck on this Occafion.

1. Qn the Faccf was the ~ec?t's Bu/fo, with her Majefty’s Title, as ufual; Medals

on the Reverfe, was reprefenGed a Battle in a Wood, and Fifhry Hying over ff™Qcca-
it, with Crowns of Laurels in her Hands, and this Motto :

Concordia Virtutt.
In EngUJh;

By Concord, and Fortitude.
In the JExergue.;

Gal/fs ad Taifniere devifJis, Auguft 31. M.DCC.IX.
The French vanquifh’d at Taifnicresy’AngnO: 31, 1709.

T he Dutch ftruck another Medal, on this Occafion, in Honour to ih?
two Commanders in Chief.

o n the Fiicc, was reprefented the Eiifto™i of Prince Eugene, and the Duke
of Mari-oroujj®, facing cach other, w'ith their Titles over them. The
Reverfe had a Landskip* wirh a Tree almoft ftript of its Leaves and
Branches j the City of Mons at a Diftancej and behind it, the Sun fetting n
redy as it generally does after a Storm j with this Infcriptioii:

Crucntus Occidit. It fets in Blood.

*

And in the Exergue ; '

Gall! ad Montes Hannovi* Vim. AN. DO. M:DCC.IX. D. XI. Sept.
The Fremb defeated, at Mom in Hainuult, Sept. 11. 1709.
We. fliall now inftrt feveral Letters, and other Pieces, relating to this glo-
rious, and memorable Battle, which will fet the whole in a better, and truer

Light, than any Relation whatfoever i the firft is from the Duke of Mart-
borough, to Mr. Secretary Boyle, «

Numb. XXX. 7N . Sir, *
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Sir, P'rom the Camp at Blaregnies, Scptekher 11, 1709.
Letttr from AssooN as | had difpatch’d my Letter toyou, on S~turday”™ from
the Dukeof« Havre, we were alarmed with the News of the Enemies niarching to at-
Mariborough |, prince of Hijfe-y upon which, the whole Army wetfi immediately

crw %yl put in Motion, but it was next Da\™ at Noon, before LIl the Troops

** could come up. In the Morning, they fent out a Dctachment of four
Hundred Horfe, to obferve our March, whom the Head of the Prince of
Hejfe's Troops attack’d, and took the Colonel who commanded them,
with the Lieutenant-Colonel, divers other Officers, and about fifty Men,
Prifoners. Upon Notice of our Army’slying on this Side the Hayne, the
Enemy ftretch’d out their Line, from ~ievrain, to the Right; which
they continued alfo to db the next Day, and Yefterday they poffeffed
** themfelves of the Wood of Dour™ and Blaugtes, where they immediately
began to intrench. This Motion of the Enemy’s kept our Army two
Nights under their Arms; and in the Evening, afToon as the twenty-one
Battalions, and four Squadrons, we were expefting from Tourmy, were
come within Reach, it was refolved to attack them, and the neceflary
= Difpofitions being made, we accordingly began, at Eight,this Morning.
The Fight was maintained with great Ooftinacy till near Twelve a*Clock,
before we could force their Intrenchments, and drive them out of the
Wood, into the Plain, where their Horfe were all drawn upj and ours
advancing upon them, the whole Army engaged, and fought with great
Fury, till paft Three in the Afternoon; when the Enemy’s Cavalry began
to give way, and to retire towards Maubeugey and P'alendnines, and part
of them towards Conde. W e purfued them to the Defile by Bavay, with
great Slaughter, all our Troops behaving themfelves, with the greateft
Courage. We are now encamped on the Field of Battle. You may
believe the Lofs muft have been very great on both Sides. We have a
good Number of Officers Prifoners; but as | fend this Exprefs by Lieu*
tenant-Colonel Graham, who carries a Letter to the Sluecn, I muft refer
you to my next for farther Particulars. In the mean W hile, | heartily
congratulatfc you upon thi”s great Succefs, and am truly.

Sir,
Tour meji faithful.
Humble Servant,

M arlborough.

113

113

113

P.S. I had aimoft forgot to tell you, that we took St. Ghijlain
«* Yefterday, Sword in Hand, and made the Garrifon, confifting of two
Hundred Men, Prifoners of War.” .

The next Day, his Grace wrote a congratulatory Letter on the fame Oc-
cafion, to the Stated-General, who returned the following Anfwer.

Sir,
Letter from W"e have receivcd your Highnefs's Letter, dated the twelfth Inftant;
the States- and we return you Tlianks for your obliging Congratulation, onthecom-

thrOuke™of  pleat-»V*jftory, obtained by the Arms of the jellies, the Day before, after
Marlburough “ ~he Kotteft, and moft obftinate Fight, that ever was heard of. Our De-
** puties have acquainted us with the Particulars of the whole Aftlon, and

** have not forgotten to let Us know, how much your Highnefs has con-

tributed to the gaining of this Viftory, and what is due to your Valour.
If Glory attends the Greatnefs of Difficulties and Dangers furmounted,
that which you have acquired, on this great Occafion, muft exceed ail
othersj and this Day along is fufficient to render your Name immortal, if it
had not been already fo, by your former Viftories. W e congratulate you
thereupon, with all our Hearts, and praife the Lord of Hofts™ for this
~  glorious Succefs. We hope that the Enemy, being at laft lenfible, that
neither all their Forcex aflembled together, nor their Intrenchments, nor

. - . " any
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any Atlvantagcs of Ground, arc capable of withllanding the Cotidu£V, and
incomparable Valour of the Generals, and the Intrepidity and unparaliel’d
Bravery, of the Troops of the AUicsy will think of giving batisfadioh
*» to all, in o™der to eftablifli a General Peace. We pray G d bkfs more

** and more your Enterprises, and are with the greateft Eftecm, and
Sincerity.”*
Sir,
Tf'Ur Highnefi's
Hague, Sept, mojl Affl[lionatc, to do you Service,
16, 17009. 27>States-General O/ the L/nited Provinces,
of the Netherlands.
Sign'd, G. Hoeuff*
yfnd, by their ()idcr,
F. Fagel.

%

T he Particulars mentioned in the foregoing Letter, which the Field-
Deputies of the States remitted to their High Mightincjfis, were as follows:

High and Mighty Lords,’
** W e do ourfelves the Honour heartily to Congratulate your Hi”™h
Mightineffes, on a very Glorious, but Bloody Battle, which began this
Morning, at half an Hour pad Eight, and ended at Two in the Aftcr-
noon, when we had driven the Enemy from their Intrenchments. Jhe
* Bearer will give your High Mightinejjes a verbal and more circumftantial
Relation.

"W e fhall do ourfelves the Honour, by the next Poft, to fend your
« High Mightinejfes the farther Particulars,

113

m , 6cc.
From the Field of Battle, J . V. Pandwyckt.

Dated Sept. 11,17009. H". Hooft,
S. F. Gojlin™a.

M ajor General Grovejiein, the fefcarer of this Letter, left the Army, rhe
Eleventh, at Ten a-Clock at Night, and on his Arrival at the Hague, gave Mnjor-G?-
their High Mightinejfes the following i\ccount by Word of Mouth. “cral Grwt-

“ T he Enemy’s Army advancing the Ninth of Septembery to Longuevilte
* and our Army, upon Advice thereof, marching from Btu/nies, towards Battle of
** Bkron, it was judged convenient to defer attacking the Enemy, till t\\QI\/IaIpIaqucf

« Arrival of the twenty-Cx Battalions from Tournayj who join’d us, in the’ 't
** Night, between the Tenth and Eleventh, and then it was refolved to at-
“ tack the Enemy, the next Morning. Me»th.

113

In the mean Time, the Enemy had pofted their Left Wing towards
** Blaugiest having before "hem the Woods of Blaugies and Sart ; their
Centre was before Ergueimes and Jaitiietts, and their Right Wing had, in
** Flank, the Wood of Janfart. The open Ground, between the two *
** W'pods, was about three Thoufand Paces broad: An Intrenchment was
«* thrown up acrofs it; and before that Intrenchment was a Village covered
ftrongly by Hedges and Ditches: And the Woods, on both Wings were
felled and intrenched, and Cannons were pofted in the AvenueS. *
“ T he Enemy having made this Difpolition, our whole Army, which
** faced them, at a fmaJl Diftance, moved towards them the Eleventh, in
the Morning early. Tlie Signal was given, by firing fifty Cannon, for
** attacking the Enemy at once, on all Sides: That is to wy. General Sch™y-
lemburgh, with the Troops from Tournay, was draivn up to the Right of
the Wood of Sart; the Infantry' of the Prince of Savoy”* Army, along the
great Road, which pafTes through that Wood 4 and General Lottumy with
part of the B'oot ofthe Right Wing, to the Le/r of the fame Wood: The
keft of the Infantry of that Wing, confifting chiefly of Hanivcrians, had,
** in Front;, the Lines, in the Opening between the Village, and the faid
** Wood. The Infantry of the Statesy corpmandctl by the Prince of
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fomqg Battalions exccpted, who attack’d the Wood oijmfart, had, w
Front, the Lines between the Village and that Wcod. -rhe Horfe of
the whole were pofted behind the Foot, to fupport and fecond tl"ena,
where the Ground would permit.
“ At the Signal, all moved together, and began the Attar's with incre-
* dible Bravery; and with fuch Succefs, at the Wood of Sirt, that, after
an Hour's Refiftance, the Enemy, at all the three Attacks, were
” driven out of the Wood, and out of their Jntrenchments. On the Lc/t?
‘ between the Village and the Wood of Janjart-, the Fight larted longer;
“ and our Men there, having three Intrenchments before them, forced the
two firft, but were repulfed at the Attack of the third, by the great
Fire of the Enemy. However, they rally’d again ; and the Right W"ing
having, in the mean W'hile, made themfclves Mailers of the Wood of
* Sart, and coming to flank the Intrenchments between the two Woods,
“ the Enemy quitted thofe Intrenchmcnts. This gavQ, the Horfe Oppor-
tunity to break into the faid Intrenchments; and though the firfl: Squa-
* drons, which enter'd, were repulfed, yet all the Cavalry broke through
“ at laft, and advancing into the Plain, there charged the Enemy’s'Horle;
* whereupon, the whole Army fell into Diforder : In the mean Time, our
" Left Wing had made themfelves Mafters of the Intrenclvnents in the
“ M™ood of Janfart, which was facilitated by fome of oux Squadrons falling
“ upon the Enemy’s Flank there.
“ The Enemy’s Troops being thus brought into Diforder, their Infan-
try were entirely put™to the Rout on all Sides; leaving behind them
“ their Cannon, and what elfe they had there, and made off to the Plain
of Bavay. During the whole Aftion, the Prince of Savoy, who was
“ flightly wounded m the Head, in the Beginning of the Fight, with the
Duke of Marlborough™ and Count tilly™ were continually at the Head of
“ their Troops, and in the hotteft of the Fire, leading the Men on, as faft
as they came off. The Field-Deputies, alfo, animated the Troops all the
While, by their Prefence, and Monfieur Gojlinga had a Horfe fhot under
him. Al the Generals, Officers, and Soldiers, ftiewed as great Refolu-
tion. Daring, and Firmnefs, in this bloody Battle, as ever was feeu, or
“ can be expeded from valiant Men. The Fight was very obftinate, from
“ half an Hour paft Eight in the Morning, till half an Hour paft Two in
“ the Afternoon; and the Enemy were pofted to fuch vaft Advantage,
“ that when the Battle was over, it ftruck us with Amazement, to think
how we could furmount fuch difficulties. Great Numbers fell on both
Sides; but it is impolfiblc as yet, to have any exafl: Account of the Kill'd
“ and Wounded, ~c. Inthe mean While, it is certain, all the Enemy’s In-
“ fantry are ruined. How many Prifoners, Cannon, Colours, Standards,.
Ketrle-DrumSj ~c. are taken, was not known when | came away 5 but the
“ Number muft neceffarily be great, and the Particulars will be fent by
* the fuccceding Pofts: Thus much, however, is certain, that this ViEVory
““is as glorious, as any that has been obtained this War, and fufficienc
Thanlcs can never be returned the A 1mightv for the fame.”

 W'e fliall now give our Readers a fecond Letter from the Field-Deputies
to xhc States-General, which contains yet other Particulars, that ought not

to be palfcd over in Silence.
<

High a?id Mighty Lords,

" We have as yet had only the Honour to congratulate your High
* Glorious Vidory obtained over the Enemy, by
Troops of the States, and thofe of the High u™Jics, without being
able to give any Particulars of that important AEtion. The Enemy wcro
forced to ,retire, with as much Precipitation, as Conftcrnation, behind
j where, according to our Advices, they are now aftually af-
fcrabling their Army. ~Our C'u\alry purfu’d them as far as Bavity, where,
b | and
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and in the Places adjacent, they made all their wounded Men Prifoners
of War } befides thofe who were found in the Field of Battle; of whom
Lifts ftiall be made, which we will do ourfelves the Honour to tranfmit
to your High Mightinejfes. The greateft Part of the Troops of the French
King’s Houftiold were deftroy’d; and we have taken a good Number of
Colours an}i Standards; amongft others, the firft Standard, called la Cor-
nette Blanche, with fifteen Pieces of Cannon, or more. The Marfhal de
Villars is dangeroufly wounded in the Knee, or Thigh, by a Musket-
Shot. The Number of the Enemy that are flain, wounded, or taken Pri-
foners, cannot be yet known; neither can we yet give an Account of the
Lofs of the Troops of the State; your High Mightinejfes muft needs be
fenfible, that the Enemy could not be forced froiii three Intrenchments,
one within another, and well provided with Cannon, without confiderable
Lofs: However, the Glory and Honour the Troops of your High Migh-
tinejfes have gained in this Battle, with an incomparable Valour, which
the Prince of 'Savoy, and the Duke of Marlborough own, they cannot
fufficiently praife, will render the Name of yonx High Mightine£es Forces
immortal. It has not been poflible hitherto, to make out any Lift of the
Officers, and Soldiers, killed or wounded, becaufe feveral of the latter
die every £)ay. In the mean While, we befeech jour'High Mightinejfes
to give us Leave to reprefent to you, with the greateft Refpeft, how ne-
cenary it will be, for retrieving the Lofs we have fuftained, that your
High Mighnejfes fliould earneftly recommend to the States of the rlpec-
tive Provinces, to have all poftible Regard, in the filling up the Vacan-
cies of the Head Officers, and Subalterns, that have been killed, to the
provifional Nomination, to be made by the Generals, and the refpeiSive
Colonels. W e are perfuaded, that we need not reprefent to your High
Mightineffes the Confequences thereof, it being, in our Opinion, the only
Means for preferving Glory and Emulation amongft fuch valiant Troops:
W e fubjoin here the Difpofition we have made, m Concert with the Ge-
nerals, on its receiving the Approbation of your High Mightinejfes™ for ex-
changing the greateft Part of the'Regiments that were in the Battle, for
thofe that are, at prefent, in their re/peftive Garrifons. To-morrow be-
ing appointed lor *a Thankfeiving-Day, on which the ufual Salvo’s are
to be made, we flatter ourlelves, that your High Mightinejfes will not
take it ill, ftiould we caufe the faid Soleilinity to be obferved in Tournayt
that Day Seven-night. We remain,

Signed,
Fromjhe Camp before Mons, J. V. Randwyck.
September 4, 17009. . HoN.
S. V. Gojlinga.

P. J. Vegelin Van Klaerbergcn.

GeneRAj: Count Tillyy likev/Ife, wrote two Letters, one of the Eleventh,
to their High Mightinejfes, and the other, of the Sixteenth, to Mr. Secretary
Fagely which gave a particular Account of this Glorious Aftion; but to
avoid Repetition, we ftiall mention only two or three Circumftaaces, which

are omitted in the former Letters.

o *

44.9

He fays, i. * That not long before tfte Battle, the Marftial  /'///i/rj Extrafls of
" received his laft Reinforcements, viz. the Body under Monfieur d'Artag- two letters,

nan, which had encamped between Bethune and la BajfSe, joined by all

the Infantry that could be drawn out of the Garrifons of Tpres, Aire, stata-Gene-
= and other Places on that Side; fo that he was greatly fuperior to the rat, and Se-

~ Jlliesy both in Battalions and Squadrons:
2. " That the Fire was, indeed, very violent every where; but more
efpecially at the Attack of the Infant™ of the States, who fufFered con-
fiderably, by Reafon of the treble Intrenchments which Mere on that
Side ; fo that it was impoflible to carry them, notwithftanding the good

'® Conduft and Bravery of the Prince of Najfan™ and the Refolution of
y G . . the

tx~vgFagd
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the Officers and Soldiers, who may all be faid to have diftinguifhed thenv
* felvesi the laft Battalions, who fupported, advancing with the fame
Courage, as thofe who had fufFered firft. The Infantry of the Ri™ht
*s Wing, continues he, made, alfo, all imaginable EfForts, and foon poffels’d
themfelvesoflomePofts} butwere flopp’d by other Intrenchments, where
the Fire continued very hot, till about Two in the Afternoon, when the
“ Fire of our Infantry began to be fuperior, ~c.
3. " T he Enemy, fays he farther, in his Letter of the Sixteenth, con-
tinued their Retreat; one of their Brigades of Foot retired towards
Conde; and three others arrived, the next Day, before Falencicnmsy at
“ the Time when the Gates are ufually opened. The Day before, the
. Prince of Liege caufed Te Deim to be fung in Vulcnciames, believing the
“ Enemy had gained the Viftory, but was foon undeceived. Great Parc
of the Infantrj of their Right Wing retired towards Maubeuge} but the
Grofs of their Horfe and Foot, who were in the maia Body of the
** Army, having pafs'd the Defiles of Amfroidpre, halted between Sarnies
" and Comines, and the fame Night pafs'd thejl-ivulet of Rendk, encamping
their Right at ~efnoy, and extending their Left towards Valenciennes,
along ~irimin, and Simeon; and they ftill remain in the fame Pofts.
* The Marfhal deVillars finding himfelfvery ill of the Wound he received
in his Knee, the Marfhai de Boufflers, who was with their Army in the
Battle, has taken upon nim the Command thereof.

W e fliould now proceed to give our Readers a LetCer or two, written on
the other Side of the Queftion ; but fhall beg Leave firft to mention an In-
cident relating to this Battle, which will not only give Light to one Cir-
cumftance thereof, but afford us an Opportunity of doing Juftia; to a
Gentleman of great Worth, vix. Lieutenant-General RantzaUy afterwards
Count Rantzau.

Afpcrfions A Reportwas fpread in the Army, and accordingly fpread from thence to the
carton the Hague, “ That this General Ofticer had refufed to march with the Battalions
conduit of  Oi Hanover, to the AiTiftance of the Troops of the States, though his
Generaf*™  Highnefs the Prince of Naffau-Friezlandhad fent him his Order fo to do;
Rantzau. and that this Refufal was the only Caufe of the greatj-ofs fuftained by tha

Dutch Infantry.” This coming to the JLieutenant-General’s Ears, he
wrote the following Letter to the Baron de Bulau, General in Chief of the
Ele”or of Hanover’'s Forccs in Flanders, to clear himfelf from that bafe and
di (honourable Afperfion.

** | CANNOT, fays hty after having premifed the Report, forbear to ejcpofe

to all the World the Falfity of that Calumqy; and, in order thereunto,

fhall give an exaft Account of every Thing that happened *at my Poft,
from the Beginning of the Battle to the End thereof, and of niy Conduft*
therein, with the four Battalions of Hanover. His Highnefs, the Prince
of Naffau-Friezlandy may remember, that in the Morning, a little be-
fore the Battle begun, when | had the Honour to meet him, he asked
~rom which “ me, what were my Orders ? And that | anfwer’d, | had received none, but
he clears expefted”~that he jhould order me, whether I ihould regulate myfelf ac-
himfelf. ,t cording to my Right, or my Left, Thereupon, his Highnefs told me,
(( that, in all Appearance, it was to the Right, and that I fhoul™ do well
to regulate myielf accordingly. That very Initant, the Major of the
Brigade brought me the Difpofition of the Attack on the Right. Not
long after, obfcrving that the Troops of the States attack’d, & fe*cond
Time, the Enemy’s Intrenchments, and that they met with very great
Difficulties, | fent the Battalions of Gauvain, ixndi‘cckJenhurgh, to their Af-
fiftance, without being required fo to do, by any Body, with which the
Forces of the States penetrated into the Intrenchments, and forced them
to quit it. There it was that thofe two Battalions had all their Officers
either kill’d or wounded, excepting one Enfign in Gauvain's Batra-
lion, and Captain Limburg,' with a Cantaiii-Lieutenant, in that of Teck”™

lenburgh.
Not-
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“ NotrwiTHSTANDING thofe Troops had forced the fntrenchments, the
Enemy continued to make a great Fire from their Line, which was bt-fore
me j upon which, | caufed the other two “attalions, that were with my,
to make a Motion on the Right, to endeavour, if pofliblc, to dillodsre
“ the Enemy from tliat Poft. Ac that Inftanr, Monficur came full
* Gallop to me, and asked whether | would not advance? Whereupon, |
anfwered, that he might fee | was advancing, and defired him to order
the FrudJians, on my Right, to make the fame Motion, and march for-
wardsj as | was doing, becaufe | was not able to maintain my Ground,
with only two Battafions. Monfieur Gojlinga Itopt a Moment, and went
away with Precipitation, becaufe the Enemy had forced our Left to aban-
don the Intrenchments. | maintained, however, the Poft | had gained in
advancing, notwithftanding the great Fire the Enemy made upon me,
from a Hollow Way, by which the Regiment of du Breuil had above
forty Men kill’d in the nrft Difcharge. In the mean Time, Prince Eugene
" fent mcO.ders t*vice, by his j~id de Camp., to return to my iormer Poft,
" which 1 did accordingly. Soon after, that Prince, and the Duke of MarU
** porough, pafs’d by my Poft, towards the Left mand Monfieur de Finck, a
a Lieutenant-General, brought me Orders from them, not to quit the
Poft wher™ we were, till my Lord Duke himfelf lliould order us to
march. We continued there, accordingly, till all t Horfe and Foot of
“ the Right advanced ; and then we did the fame, pulhin”~pn the Enemy,
“ and drove them from the HoJdlow W”™ay, where they ftill made a Stand,
till at laft the Battle ended.
“ The Lofs of the four Battalions, I had with me, will appear, by ex-
amining the Lifts; which will ftiew, that they have fuftercd very near
as n;uch as the other Battalions, which were commanded for the Attack.
And fince they have written from the Hague, that the Prince of Fricz-
* |land fent to me, to defire fome Supplies, to fupport the Troops of the
States, | declare it is a notorious Falfity. That Prince may have given
fuch Orders to fomebody, but I will maintain it, that no one ever men-
tioncd a Word of it to me. Wherefore, 1 only defire they would tell
me the Name of the Perfon, who was appointed to bring me that Order,
* and fee whether he will dare to fay he delivercni it to me. The Whant of
** this Circumftance will ftiew the Fnjuftice and V\'rong they have done me,
* in publifliing fuch Calumnies at the Hague. By this Means, | ftiall dif-
cover the Author of thofe Impoftures, and look upon him as the vileft>
and moft diftioneft of all Men, for having endeavoured, by a falfe Re-
port, to blacken both my Reputation, and that of thofe Battalions.
“ I HAVE Reafon to flatter nij~elf with the Hopes, that your Excellency,
who commands in Chief the Troops of his Elefioral Highnefs, will not
fuffer them to be unjuftly ran down; but that, on the Contrary, you will
give a full Account of this Affair to my Lord Duke, and dcfire him to
“ order it to be examined into ; that all the Gentrals may jud”™e, whether
the leaft Fault can be laid, either upon thofe Troops, or myklf, on this
" Occafion.”
I amy See.

T his Letter, which Monfieur de Bothmar, his EleEhral Highnefs's Envoy
Extraordiiiary at.the Hague, communicated to the Minifters of tle Congrefs,
together with the Declaration, whiclj the Prince of Naffau-FriezJund, and
other iSenerals, made thereupon, (fonvinced the World of the Malice of
thofe, who were the Raifers of that falfe Report.

W e ftiall now give our Readers fome Letters, written by the French Of-
ficers, on Occafion of this memorable Battle; and lhall begin with two from
the Marfhal de Bouffers to his Moji Chrifilan Majefty; one written on the
Day of the Battle, and the other two Days after that. The prodigious Va-
nity, and Flattery, which runs through the whole, will make thefe Pieces
pretty fingular to an Engli(b Reader, though it is nothing bt what is very
natural to a Ftenchmafj-, however, notwithftanding the Truth is fo prodi-

| g'oufl)*
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gioufly difguifed in thefe Letters, anyone may plainly fee’'the Advantage
the Confeclerate Army had over that of the Enemy j and the greater the Re-
fiftance on that Side was, Avhich the Marftial extols above the Skies, the
greater was the Glory of the Jllies, in furmounting fuch vaft Difficulties,
and obtaining a compleat Victory, in fpite of fo much Conduft and Bravery:
As to what he pretends,™ of the great Superiority which the Confederate
Troops had in Number, it is notorioufly lalfe.

Sir, From the Camp at Quefnoy, Septemb. 11, 1709.

T he Marfhal de Pillars has received To-day a confiderable Wound,
Chirurgeons fay there is no Danger. It is a great Affliftion to
“ that 1 am unfortunately obliged to fend you the News of the
" Lofs of another Battle \ but | can alfure your Majefty, never \vas Mi.for-
iTKe attended with OTof G/ory. All your Majelty’s ipoops have acquired
the greateft Reputation, both for their Bravery, Refolution, and Obfti-
“ nacy; not yielding at laft, but to the Enemy’s Superiority, {in Courage,
not in Number) and having all done perfefi™® Wonders. AU the Marfhal
“ de Villars™ Difpofitions were entirely good, and the bell; that could be
made by the moft accompliih’d and experienc’d General. He behaved
“ himfelf, in tTie Aftion, with all imaginable Bravery and Vigour } and
befides his good Example, gave all poflible good Orders; but his Cou-
rage, and Negleft of himfelf, occafioned his Wound, which proved very

* prejudicial to the Affair of this unfortunate Day.

“ He did me the Honour to intruft me with the Right, and himfelf took
** Care of the Left. We repulfed the Enemy above three or fou™Times,
“ at both Attacks, with incredible Bravery, on the Part of the Troops; but
“ the Centre being fomewhat expofedj we were forced to carry Men to
“ the Left, where th” were very much wanted; and the Enemy march’d
* fo many Horfe and Foot againft the Centre, where there were none but
“ Horfe to oppofe them, that we were obliged to yield to their infinitely
" fuperior Number,andt h e i r n o t t i | | after having charged

them, however, at leaft, fix Times, with the bravett Horfe, and with
** the greateft Vigour, pufh’d, and broke two or three of the Enemy’s

Lines; who had been entirely beaten, had it not been for the Infantry;

.* by the Help whereof they rallied, and fo returned upon our new-railed

Cavalry. | can alTure your Majefty, that the Enemy’s Lofs is three
“ Times greater than ours; and that they can reap no other Advantage by
“ this unfortunate A”ion, than gaining the Field of Battle. And, 1 think,
** | may alfo affure your Majefty, that this ill Succefs will not coft you an
“ Inch of Ground ; but that, on the Contrary, whenever your Majefty ftall*
“ think fit to make Peace, the Enemy will have fome Refpefl: for your
Troops, and perhaps be more traftable, as elate as they are with Advan-
tages, owing to their good Fortune, which may hereafter change Sides-
“ | cannot now give your Majefty any Particulars of the Adion, but will
“ endeavour to fend them To-morrowj or next Day. | can only alfure
your Majefty, that all the General Officers did their Duty perfeftly well,
“ and with the greateft Bravery and Ability; but Monfieur d/Artagnan,
who ~opimanded the Right oi the Foot, diftinguifh’d himfelf in a parri-
cuiar*Manner, both by his Valour* and his good Orders. He had three
" Horfes killed under him, and receivtfd four Cuts upon his Cuirafs. The
“ Duke de Guiche, who was alfo on the Right, a little forwarder than Mon-
“ fieur d'Artagnan, behaved himfelf, likewile, with all poffible Bravery
and Experience, and received a Musket-fhot in his Leg. The Marquis
d™Haute/ort, and Monfieur de la Frazilliere, who were alfo on the Right,
“ and in Monfieur dArtagna7i‘'s’R.e”r, exerted the fameValour and Capacity.
“ Monfieur de GgJiton, who commanded the Right Wing of the Horfe, did
“ Wonders ijtthe Head of your Majefty’s HouOiold ; and fhew’d, on this

** Qccafion, both his Courage and Ability \ having pulh’d and defeated, more
d , “ than
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than once, two or three of the Enemy’s Lines, S\Vord in Hand. The
“ Gens d'yarmcs, Light-Horfe, Musketeers, and Horlc*Grenadiers, did alio
< Wonders. Jhe Prince jic Rohan, and Monfieur dc I idumc, did all that
“ could be expedled from Perfons of the greateif Vdour. The Mjrcjuis di

la Valicre was every where, and charged with all fiolTible Bra\ ery, at all
* the different Onfets. The Cavalry behaved themlelves very “vcll, and
‘* all the Troops, as well as the Infantry, ftood with an incredible Bravery,
one of the briskelt Cannonades that ever was: All the Foot did W'ondcrs]
and fignalized themfelves highly.

Officers, and all the Troops, animated by theMarlhal dc VillariPl*efence,,
and Exampl#, behaved themfelves with all poflible Courage.
“ | HOPE the wliole Army will be re-affembled To-morrow, behind the
Rivulet of Rentllc, between ~ejnoy and Faknciennes; and | believe | may
tell your Majefty, that it will be very conliderable, and in a Condition
to difpute the Ground with the Enemy. Never wns a Retreat, after
fo long, blpody, and obftinate a Fight, made with mdre Order, and
« Boldnefs.
“ | po not believe the Enemy took twenty Men from tls; fo thdt i\\ the
Prifoners they have, were made fo in the Aftion: NJcither do | believe
we have lolt any Standards, or Colours, or at Icaft bur very few ) and I
am told, we have fome of the Enemy’s. Thev followed us in Battalia,
and in very good Order, as far as the Defile or Givri ¢ but with Refpedt,
* not (Jaring to attack us. {Very probable indeed!) The Diforder I am iu,
“ thro’ Fatigue, Wearinefs, and Pain, and the Orders | mull give out for
“ the Army, and the Country, not permitting me to write to your Majefty

a longer Account of this unfortunate, but Glorious Adion, 1will endea-
¢ vour to make up the Defeft I'o-morrow.
“ 1 Have forgotten, perhaps, to fpecify to your Majefty fome other
Men, and Troops, who have diftinguiftied themfelves as much as thofe
already mentioned; but fhall endeavour to make it up To-morrow, or
* next Day; for they deferve your Majefty’s Efteem, as much as the:
others.
“ Monsieur de St. Helaire play’d the Artillery perfeftly well, and be-
haved himfelf with all poflible Courage and Vigour, during the whole
Aftion, which began at Seven in the Morning, and did not end till Two
in the Afternoon. Some Prifoners faid, that Prince Eugene received a
confiderable Wound, but this is not certain. | fend herewith the Names
of the principal General Officers, who, as | am told, are killed or
wounded ; but | believe there are feveral others, of whom we are hot
yet informed.

I HEARTILY wifli your Majefty may be fatisfy’d with my Zea.], and
good Intentions i 1| did all that poflibly I could, to produce more Happy
* Efefis.
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The Marlhal dl Bouijfflcrs.

P.S. officers kit1ea. MelKeurs de Chemeraulty Talavicini, de Beuil,
de Croy, and Staremberg.

“ Wounded. The Marfhal de Ftllan, fhot in the Knee * the Duke d«
** Guiche, in the Leg; Monfieur Albergotti, in the Thigh; Monfieur dt
7 Ceurcillon's 1 ’high cut off. Meflieurs d'’Angenes™ de Sc* Aignan, dt Zek™
“ and de Gondrin.*

*

T nis Lift of Officers kill’d and wounded, is but a very fmall Part of that
~Uich was printed at the Hague, by Paul Scheltps, Printer in Ordinary to'
~N H ' ths
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the which contains fcveral Hundreds, with their Names and Pofts,
too redioub to be infertcd here.

Two Days after, the Marflial cU Boufficr.% wrote this fecond Letter to his
Moji Chrijhun Majefty*

It.

~NH
« YOUR Majeftv may have fecn, by my Letter ot the Eleventh Inftan£,
the unfortmatc ljfue of the which happen’d that Day; and with

113

how much Glory for your Majefty’'s Troopi, and Arms, that Misfortune

to theFrench-' was Attended. 1may*, in Truth, affure you. Sir, that the Glory of that

King.

‘t'Day IS beyond whatever | have faid, or can fay to yourMajefty; but
“ you will learn it, even from the Accounts of thg.Enemy themfelves, who
“ can never fufficiently extol, and cry up, the Intrepidity, Valour, Courage,
and Obftinacy of your Majefty’s Troops, whereof they,, have feverely
felt the EfFetts, Inftead of owning they have been weW beaten, they”™ only
acknowledge they have bought the I™Nield of Battle too dear, which the
** infinitely luperiour Number of their Troops forced us to yield to them.
" In fhort, xht contiiiued Scries of Misj'ortunes, which has for fome Years
" attended you Majefty’s Arms, had fo n\tich humbled the French Nation,
** that a Man was, in a manner, ajhamcd to own himfclf a Frenchman: But J
** dare affure your Majefty, that the French Name was never more in
Erteem, noxperhaps more dreaded, (this perhaps is fcafonable enough)- than
* it is at prefent, through all the Confederate Army. Prince Eugene, and
“ the Duke of Marlbwough own, that, on both Sides, there, are above
twenty-five or twenty-fix Thoufand Men Kkill’d ; at leaft, eighteen an
*' twenty Thoufand were of theirs; as is unanimoufly confirmed to me, not
* only by all thofq Officers who were made Prifoners, and, afterwards fent
** back, with "reatCourtefy, but by fevcral Expreifes | have difpatch’d to their
Army? and even by mv, Sheldon, a Brigadier, who was taken Prifoner
near Bajfu, doing his Duty with Courage, at the Head of four Hundred
Horfe, and who was in their Army during the Aftion. Prince Eugene,
and the Duke of MarlborQiigh, carried him with them all over the Field
of Battle. He tejls us, it was dreadful to fee fuch a vaft Number of
dead Bodies, (which, he fays, amounted tp fifteen or fixtecn Thoufand)
though many of them had already been buried. They ipeak with Ad-
miration of the Beauty of oty Retreat, of its good Diipofition, and the
* Boldnefs with which it Was-made. They fay, that in this Adion they
*= difqovered the Traces of the antient French, and find they only want to
be well led on. exciilc/ft Compliment upon himfel/> who was their
** |eader on that OcQgfonJ) T'he Enemy had a Hundred and fixty-two
Battalions, and three Hundred Squadrons, with a Hundred and twenty.
Pieces of Cannor™j fo that they were fuperioyr to us by forty Cannon,
and forty-two Battalions. The Dvke oi Marlborough, and the other G(*
< neral OfiiCerpi tpl™ Mr. Sheldon, they hoped thi? Adion would foon pro-
duce a Peace} and he fays> he has heard feveral Englijh Officers, talking
in their own Language, highly commend the Courage that appeared on
our Side, on this Occafion ; infomuch, that they faid, fince the French
have recovered their Bravery, we will now be Friends again. Mr. Shel*
don, viho will forthwith repair to Ferfailles, may have the Honour to ac-
guaint your Majefty with divers other Particulars, both of what he has
feen, and of what he has been told by the Duke of Marlborough, e is
** his, great Friend.
* The faid Duke offered Mr. Sheldon whatever Money ho fhould defire,
to alTift our wounded Prifoners; but he wpujd agcept Qnly of fifty Pi-
*' ftoles, which he diftributed as Occafion re<jwir«;d Prince jGaiy/e. dcclaret;,
“ that of all the Af*ions he has fe«n, neyer any one was fa fharp, fo
bloody, nor fo obftinate as this. Above all Things, they beftow infinite
* Praifes on the Charges made by your Majefty’s Houjhold Troops \ which.-
indt.~\d, are bpyoud-hupiap.Natiirp;, a,n4 abpy? aU JExprefliou,
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«The Enemy’s Army marched Yefterday, in the Afternoon, tow'ards
“ Mons, which they are going to befiege. I'hey reckon this Enterprize
“ widl employ them till the latter End ot* this Months and that they Ihall
not undertake any Thing more, after this Congueft j both by Rcafon of
* the advanced Seafon, and b~caufe all their Infantry were defeated, and
cut oft’ in this Battle. {How catnc they then to conqucr ?)
“ lIcouLp notget the Account of ih"Numbfr of the Kill'd and Wounded on
ovr Side- | only know that it is very conJiderahU which it is very diffi-
cult to avoid, in fuch terrible, long, and[ obftinate Actions. It coft us a
“ great deal; and we™ cannot help largenting, with Concern, the Lofs of fo
“ many Men of Merits but it muit be reckoned as a great Viftory, that
“ we hav'e retrieved, and re-eftabli(hed the Honour of the whole Nation.
“ Your Majefty’swhole Army is re-alTembled between ~efnoy and Fa-
lencienncs, ifns”ped in very good Order, on a Line, and very well difpofcd
to begin atiother*S&io)i, if your Majefty’s Service- fliould require it.
“ then did they not relieve Mons?) And inftead of being dilheartened, f
“ can affure your Majeil), that they look more daring than before. The
“ Front of the Camp ttretches near three Leagues, and is certainly very
“ capable ofcpommanding Refpeft : As Men, who were thought dead, come
“ in daily, for which Reafon I could not get an exadl Account of the Kill'd,
e Wounded, or Prifoners, nor confequently of the Employments that are
vacant, | cannot have the Honour of propofing any Thing to your Ma>
jefty, in Favour of any Body; nor even of giving you an Account of the
“ moft diftinguilh’d Aftions, till I am better acquainted with the Whole,
which will be as foon as poilible.
“ Tfje Murfhal de Villan has pitch’d on the Marquis de Nangis, to carry
" to your Majefty the Enemy’s Colours and Standards, which have been
gathered up, {?iot taken by Force) and which already amount to a pretty
“ good Number. The faid Marquis feemcd fomething loth {well he might’)
“ "to accept this Commiflion, by Reafon of the Misfortun$ we had, to lofe the
“ Field of Battle j but this Battle, and our Retreat, have fo much the Jir
“ of a Viftory, and the Enemy’s prodigious Lofs, looks fo like a Defeat, that
“ 1 have perfuadcd him to gratify Monfieur de Villars*s De/ire. Nor is any
Body capable of giving your Majefty a better Account, than the faid
" Monfieur de Nangis. Though he fought only a™ the Left Wing, as he
“ had an entire Knowledge of the general Difpplition before the Aftion,
” his great Parts, and military Genius, piake him form true Notions, both
" of what he has feen, and of what has beeri related to him by credible
“ Perfons.
“ 1 HAVE hereto fubjoined an Account of the Quarters, which I am told
the Enemy are to take before Mons; as foon as 1 ftiall have certain In*
" telligence of their new Poflurc, and Difpofition, | may™ perhaps, advance
“ Jiearer theniy to ftreighten them in their Subiittence. 1 have likewife fub-
“ joined hereto a Letter, which Monfieur de Grimaldi, Governor of Mons,
“ writes to the Marlfcal dc Fillars, by which your Majelty will fee he ac-
“ quaints him, that the Enemy's Lett Wing, which was engaged with our
“ Ri«|ht, was entirely defeated”™ (And yet that very Right Wing run

“ It is certain, that the Enemy fuffFered extremely in this un/o;ttunate,
h\itglorious A Sion.”

f

It is hard to fay, whether thefe Letters contain rrwft Inftanccs of Vanity, So+e Re»
Flattery, or of Inconfifiencieswe have juft hinted at fome few; but
they are too palpable to need any llluftration ; we (ball, therefore, only ask, '
if the French and Soldiers performed fuch H'cndcrs, as even furpafs
human Nature, (as Marfhal de Boufflers is plcafed to fay) ivhat mufl the
Officers and Soldiers of the Confederate ~rmy have ptrformed, who fuhdued
thefe fuperhatural Gentlemen, and dr<nx them from the Field of Battle, their
forti/y~d Camp, and treble Intrenchments ? Sure they muji have been fomething ~
~ore thanfupernatural!  And a» for the pretended Superiority, in Number,
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of the CoTtfedcrateTvoo™%" it is notorioufly falfe inFa£t ¢ and fuppofing it to
be Truth, and that they had been twice the Number, the Advantages of the
Enemy’s Camp, both with Regard Co the Situation, and the Fortifications of it,
rendered the Attempt infinitely hazardous, and the Glory ofthe Vidory never
to be equalled. In the Marlhal'sAccount, therefore, of this Attion, we muft
make fome Allowance for theVivacity of a French Genius, and the Necelfity he
lay under of blinding the old King his Mailer, and concealing his Lofs. And,
indeed, he trifles fo egregioufly with him, that it is difficult to account for
his Want of Refpeft for his Sovereign ; unlefs, we will fuppole, he believed
his Ao/if Lhriftian Majefty in the State of Dotage, and that the molt pal-
pable Falfities would go down with him, when covered with glavering
Flattery.

The Abfurdity of thefe Letters was admirably™ expofed, the egregious
Vanity therein finely ridiculed, and the Whole prettily cpj-»omized, by the
Author of the Tatlctt as follows. ‘

Sir,
“ This is to let your Majefty wnderftand, that, to your immortal Honour,
~™d thc DcJiruHioti of the Confederates™ your Troops haye loft another
[Mattle. ArTAGNAN did JVonden™ Rohan perform’d Miracles, Guiche
“ ™M<HVonders, Gassion perform’d Miracles-, the v/ho\cArmy dijiinguijh’
ed themfelves, and every Body did IVonders. And to conclude the Vo™
< dcrs of the Day, | can afTure your Majefty, that though you have loji the
Field of Battle, you have not hfi an Inch of Ground. The Enemy
marched behind us with Refpey and we ran away from them, ashid as
Lions.”

M onsieur de Pillars wrote to the King his Mafter much in the fame
Strain, though in different Tefmsj and they agreed perfetlly well, in fay-
ing a great many fine Things of one another; but through all thefe Enco-
miums mutually bcftowed upon each other, it vifibly appeared, that there
was a Mifunderftanding between them at the Bottom, and that they judged
Aery differently of the Merit of the Aftion. Monfieur de Bou”ers attri-
buted great Part of it to himfelf, on account of his handfome Retreat;
whereby, as he infinuated, he faved French Army from an entire Defeat;
which ieems very probably. Monfieur de Villars did not lay fo much Strefs on
this Circumftance, but gave broad, Hints, that if he had not been wounded,
and obliged to quit the Field, ViEiory, which, according to him, declared,
for a long Time, in Favour of the French, would have continued on that
Sitb: To confirm this, he adds, “ Your Majefty’s Troops are more intre-
* pid, and more ready to go upon any Enterprize now, than they were*
“ before the Aftion. They defire no better, than to face the Enemy again;
“ and as | hope to be very foon able to get on Horfe-back, if your Majefty
“ pleafes to give me Orders, | fliall endeavour to convince your Enemies,
“ that the great Quantity of Blood they have ftied, is but as fo much Fire,
“ which animates your Troops to a fecond Engagement.”” Notwithftand-
ing this Gafconade of the Marflial’'s, which Ihews his exceflive Varity, and
Self-fufliciency, we cannot help thinking, that the Duke of Bcrwicle™dke
much ,more reafonably of the Matter j when being fent, by the Court of
France', to Flanders, (upon the Marftial de Villars'™ offering to relieve Mons,
by another Battle, and Monfieur de Bonders\ oppofing fuch a ra(h Attempt)
to fee which of the two Generals was in the Right; and having been upon
the Spot where the Battle was fought, and being furprized at the extraordi-
nary Intrenchments he found there, he declared, That Jince the French had
been beaten in that Poji, it would be the higheji Prefumptiout alid Rajknefs, to
venture an Engagement in the open Field.

Wwe fliall now add two more Letters upon the fame Head, one of which
is particularly remarkable ; as it was written by an Officer of Diftin”tion in
the French Army, and yet makes a candid and ingenuous Confeffion of the

fuperiour Courage andiConduft of the Confederate Generals, and their
Troops;



Duke ofmMm a rR LB OROUG H, Ac.

Troops; a Thing Very unufual in a Frenchman\ the other comcs from an
Officer in the Confederate Army, and takes Notice of one Circumlbnce not
mentioned by any other j which may enable us to account for the Report
that was fpread, that the Allies lolt more Men than the Enemy: Infomuchi
that both thefe Letters taken together, feem to give a better Defcription of
this ifamous Bdttlc, and to fet Matters in a truer Light, than any other Re-
lations, thaf ever were yet publiftied.

From the Camp bctweenQ”inoy, Valenciennes> Sept. 17.1709.
Sir,
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It was the Eleventh Inftant, between fevcn and eight a-Clock in the A remakawc

‘“ Morning, 'Nheni.ht Confederate Army attack’d ourg, with fo much

that, for a hundred Years paft, there has not been a bloodier Aftion than
was foughtVj4t Day j infomuch, that it will be memorable to all fucceed*
ing Ages.

““ T he Enf;lfjh began the Attack by the Wood of Sart, which we had
fill'd with Foot, and fortified perfeflly well with Barricades offell'd Trees;
but they met not with fuch a Refiftance as ought to have been madey lInce
the llfue otthe Day depended, in a great Meafure, upon the Succefs of
< that Attack. However, few of thofe who liiftained it efcaped; for the
“ Enemy were fo fierce, and Blood-thirjfy, that they cut in Pieces whatever
“ came in their %y ; and even dead Bodies, when they could find no mors
living, on which to vent their Fury,

T he Dutch were not fo fortunate, on our Right, becaufe all our In-
fantry there did fVonders; and were notforced, till after they had de-
fend(d their Intrenchments, for full five Hours, with a mo(i violent Fire.
it is certain, the Enemy fufered extremely on that Side, being repulfed,
and broken feveral Times; and there it was, that heroick Anions were pet-
formed on both <Sides.

“ Neither the Advantage of the Ground, nor three Intrenchme?its, one
within another, were able to dijhearten our dreadful Enemies, whom we
faiv advancing’, all expofed to our hottejl Fire, not like Men™ but Devils »
WX sNibet Drfcharges oi twenty Pieces o fCannon,dire6ijy, at once, into
their Battalions, able to break them., altho’ they carried oft whole Ranks.
“ Valour fhined on our Side, as mucli as pofllble; the Generals did
not [pare themfelves, but gave a good Example to the Troops, by a
moji extraordinary Objiinacy, in 'Aox.yielding t\\t Victory ; which wc thought
entirely ours, when a great Body of the Enemy’s Cavalry, which was
pofted againtt the Centre of our Army, was broken and routed by the
King’s Houfhold Troops: But the Enemy’s Generals having put themfelves
at their Head, led them on again to the Charge, with fo much Fury, that
they foon after broke our Centre, at th*e very fame Time that our Right
began to yield to the Efforts of the Enemy\ Left, and ours wer? driven
from their intrenchments in the Woods, liereupon, Fiflory declared
againji us, and we were forced to yield to fuch terrible Efforts, Never
w'cre our Troops fecn better animated to do their Duty, nor Difpofitions
beuwr ordered, and contrived, than thofe made by the Marfhals de Boufilers™
N "“Sade Villars ; but when God docs notfi*htfor Men, All is to noPurpofe.
“ T he King ought to be fatisfied with his Troops on this Occafiofi. The
Enemy, undoubtedly, loft beft Part of their Infantry ; and ours fuffered
** extremely. We rcckon, that we loft, at leaji, feven Thoufand Dead, on
" the Field of Battle, and we have 'above ten Thoufa}id wounded.

W e cannot yet dive into the true Reafon, why the Enemy were not
more eager in purfuing us; but it is believed it muft be the Lofs of
their Infantry. We certainly made one of the fineji Retreats, that ever

“ was known in the Memory of Man before a Fifiorious Army; but then
“ it is certain, alfo, that the Enemy us all the Time requijite for it, and

porfued us only for Form-fake. *

“ T nhis was, however, contrary both to our ExpeFlation, and Apprehcn-,

fion ; fince, as | have faid before, when the Encfny broke us in the Cenire,

: I “ between
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< petween the two Woods, our Army was divided ; the Right not being
“ able to join the Leftt becaufe the Enemy formed themfelves imme-
diately as far as the Hedges of Taifnieresi and it was with Reafon we
feared, that the Le/'t would be furrounded, becaufe it was broken. It
w»s not above half an Hour paft Two, when the Battle ended, and the
Enemy had ftill good Part of the Day leftj but we made a”retty good
Ufe of our Time, fince, before the Sun was down, wc had pafs'd Bavay,
and were confequently out of Danger.

We then perceived that our Le/t were not purfued, any more than we
on the Right, and that the Enemy were entirely fatisjied with the Field of
Battle, In the mean While, we faw all their Horfe, on the Rifing
Grounds of Taijhicres™ in the Form of a Crefccnt, and we were ftill
** norant of their Defign towards Five a-Clock; but having fent out for

Intelligence, we had Advice that they halted there. T”2i™“Ncws, indeed,

cave us a great Deal of Joy, fince it, likewife, afforded us Time to

breathe.

*»* The Enemy have taken no other Prifoners, but the Wounded that

could not follow, and thofe who, being fpent, retired to Bavay. We

reckon twelve Hundred Officers wounded™ amongji whom, are many of Di-
*! Jiillion. The Marfhal de Villars, who acquired much Glory in this Ac-

tion, by his extraordinary Bravery, will have much ado to recoverj but

Guiche, ™bergttti, and feveral others, are fafe.

T he Troops of the King”s Houjhold have lofi feveral Standards, and a
** Pair of Kettle-Drums; it is certain, however, that they have performed
* all that could he e%peFledfrom them. The Eugenes, and the MARLftO-

ROUGHS, ought to be very well fatisjied with us, during that Dcy; for
** till then, they had not met with a Refijiance worthy of them. They may
“ fay, with Jujiice, that nothing can ftand before them. And, indeed, what

will be able to ftcm the rapid Courje of thofe two Heroes, if an Army of

ojie Hundred Thoufand Men of the beft Troops, pofted between two fFoods,
** trebly intrenched, and performing their Duty, as well as any brave Men
** could, were not able tofiop them one Day ? W ill you not own then with
me, that they furpafs all the Heroes o~former ~gcs ?"
A NoBLE Teftimony from the Mouth of an Enemy !
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Sir,

I SEND you, herewith, a Letter, (“meaning the foretroing) which you
fad communicate to your Friends, who will, undoubtedly, be glad to fee
il Other Letters, and Relations, which have already been pub-

liftied. It was Written by a Perfon of Note, and Merit, who holds a con-
fiderable Rank in the French uvmy™ to his Friend, a Man of Diftinffion,

fo that we may depend upon all he fays to our Advantage. As for the Enemy's
Lofs, it is, at leaft, as great as he makes it; and thofe who would have
* perfuaded you to believe, that we loft Abundance of Mep. more than the
French, are certainly very much miftaken : For they make their Compu-
tation from the Lifts that have been publifh’d of the Lofs of fome Re”™i*

** the other Troops is not anfwerable to that of the Battalion”, which
** were in our Lefti and even of thofe™ there were more killed and wounded
** in the Lifts, than ever were fo in Reality-y the Officers never failing to
take Advantage of fuch an Opportunity, to add to their Number, becaufe
the States allow them a certain Sum of Money for each Man killed and
wounded: Wherefore, they fet down, in their Lifts, all the Men that
are wanting in each Company, or have deferred, fince the laft Review.

“ This made Prince Eugene fay, very ingenuoufly. It was odd enough to fee
feveral Re'giments, which wanted many Men before the Battle, appear to have
been compleated. Therefore, Sir, you may deduft a full fourth Part of the
Killed in feveral Bodils, withput Fear oi being miftaken j and you may

“ reft
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reft aflured, that moft of the Wounded are hurt but flightly. 1 fend
you, herewith, the general Lift of both, in the whole Infantry of the
« Army ; and as for the Cavalry, thejy have fufifered fo little, that it is not

worth the While to make out a Lift ofthem.” | remain.
3iR,.esff.
Killed, JVounded,
Colonels-------=mmmmmmmemmm- e B e 20
Lieutenant-Colonels —  ——mm- p— 16 27
Majors--------- S N
Cajptains - -
Subalterns- 1
Sergeants/*€!"porals, and Private M en --—---- 5ENEA N*944
5550 12806
-------- 555®
Total of both Kill'd and Wounded m —— 18356

W e fhall fum up our Account of this AE”ion, in the Words of Bifhop
Burnet, who gives the beft /\bridgmeut of it that we have feen.

A fter this Siege {viz. that of Tournay) was over, Mons was invefted, Biftop Bur-
and fhe Troops march’d thither, as foon as they had levell’d their Tren-
“ ches about Tournay; but the Court of France refolved to venture a Bat- *
tie, rather than to look on, and fee fo important a Place taken from them.
« Bouflers was fent from Court, to join with Villars in the Execution of
this Defign. They pofTefs’d themlelves of a Wood, and intrenched them-
felves fo ftrongly, that in fome Places three Intrenchments were caft up,
one within another. The Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, faw
plainly, it was not pofllble to carry on the Siege of Mons, whilft the
French Army lay fo nearit; fo it was neceflary to diflodge them. The
Attempt was bold, and they faw the Execution would be difficult, and
would coft them many Men. This was the lharpeft AE”Nion during the
whole War, and lafted the longeft. The were pofted lo advantage-
oufly, that our Men were often repulfed; and indeed, the Enemy main-
tained their Ground better, and ihew’d more Courage, than had appeared
in the Courfe of the War : Yet, in the Conclufion, they were driven
from all their Pofts, and the Aftion ended in a Compkat Vifiory. Fne
Number of the Slain was almoft equal, on both Sides, about twelve
Thoufand on a Side. JVe took jive Hundred Officers Prifoners, befides
“ many Cannon, Standards, and Colours. Villars was difabled by fomc
“© Wounds he received, fo Bonders made the Retreat in good Order.”™ The
Military Men have always talk’d of this, as the lharpeft Aftion in the
War, not without reflefting on the Generals, .for beginning fo
J f djfperate an Attack. The French thought it a Sort of Vifton”®, thac
they had animated their Men, to fight lo well, behind Intrehcpments,
and fp repulfe our Men fo often, and with fo great Lofs. They retired
to Falencicnnes, and fecured them/elves by cafting up ftrong Lines, while
they left our Army, to carry on the Siege of Mons, without ofiering to
~Nive them the leaft Difturbance.”
To this we fhall add an Obfervation of Monfieur Roujfet's wherewith we An Obfer-
ftall conclude. In the Opinion of the whole World, (fays this Officer
and Author, who was then upon the Spot) our Generals were guilty of Rouffitt, on
* an irreparable Fault, in not attacking the Ninth, but waiting for twenty- the Battle of
fix Battalions, and a few S(juadrons; whilft, by giving the Enemy Time
to intrench thcmfelves, which was what was infal, ibly tobe expefted, from »
a General fo accuftomcd to it as the Marlhal dc ViUars™W™ weakened our-

. ** felves.
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felves, in Proportioo as the Enemy fortify’d thcitifclves: Befidcs givinj®

him Time to penetrate into our Difpofition, to recal feveral Detachment*

which did not join him till the Tenth, and to render alt thofe Places, im-
“ penetrable, through which alone our Troops could break into the Plain.

In the Council of War, which was held the Ninth, the Deputies of the

States-Gmcral were of Opinion, that the Siege of Mans ought to be un-
“ dertaken immediately, without giving the Enemy Battle j but that if they
“ fhould advance to attack us, we ought not to retreat; and moft of the

Generals were of the fame Opinion. But Prince Euji“cne, and the Duke
“ of Marlborough, were for Nattacking the Enemy, before they began the

Siege; and they brought over the Deputies to be of the fame Mind; but

then, both the latter and the Duke of Marlborough, infifted on the At-

tack’s being made immediately, not to give the Marlhal de Villars Time
to fortify his Camp : However, Prince Eugetie, was nt™"G be dilfuaded,
from the Refolution he had taken, to wait for the”™ Detachment from

Tournay. A fatal Delay, which occafioned the total Deftruftion. of the

whole Body of the Dutch Infantry ; which alone loft near ten Thoufand

Men, amongft whom were above feven Hundred Officers, at the Attack

of the Intrenchments.”

Monsieur du Monty likewife, fays; It was a Misfortune to the billies,
that they did not give Battle the Ninth ; for then probably, the Viftory
would have been more compleat, and have been obtained with lefs Blood-flied.
The Enemy were then on the other Side the Plain ; there was Room to
have come at them thro’ the Openings. They had not had Time to intrench
themfelves ; and the Advantages of the Ground would have been almoft
equal on both Sides. But when the Allies were got to thefe Openings, they
were forced to make a Halt, to wait the coming up of the EnguJh who
were gone to forage, and did not return till Night.

There is one Thing particularly remarkable in this Battle, which is fo
uncommon, that we fhall hardly ever find it parallel’d ; we mean, that the
Congquerors lliould lofe as many, if not more Men, than the Conquered, and
yet keep the Field of Battle, with all the Marks and Trophies of the molt
compleat Viftory. Father Daniel, who is not the moft impartial of Hiffo-
rians, pretends, that the Confederates loft thirty Thoufand Men, in this
Action, and the French but twenty Thoufand ; and that the latter retreated
quietly, and without Intcrraption to ~efnoy, carrying with them thirty-two
Standards and Colours. This doe? not agree very well, with the other Cir-
cumftances of this Aftion ; but if it had been true, it would have been juft
the Cafe of the Spaniards, after a Battle loftj by Charles V. if we may be-
lieve Sandoval, his Hiftorian, who has put in the Title of one of his Chap-
ters ; The Viflorious Spaniards fly.

T he Retreat of thQ French, after this memorable Defeat, having now
left the Allies a free PafTage to the important City of Mons, the Capital of
Hainault, and lately the Refidence of the EleHor of Bavaria ; the Con/ede-
rate Generals refolved not to end the Campaign without reducing it. Ac-
cordingly, Monfieur Vegelin, one of the Deputies of the States, together
with Lieutenant-General Cadogan, went on the Eighteenth of Sf“ber,
N. S. to haften the March of the Artillery, and Ammunition-Waggon3f~3?ii®
ligned fpr‘that Enterprise ; and a great Number of Horfes were fent from
the Army, to aflift in bringing the fame to the Camp; and the Nineteenth*
the Duke of Marlborough removed his Quarters to the Caftle of Havre.

T ne Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, having taken the necefTary
Meafures, to fecure the March of the Artillery, named the Prince oiOrange
to have the Dire£tion of the Siege, (though Monfieur Rouffet, who we are
pretty fure is miftaken, fays it was Prince Eugene) and appointed the Ge-
nerals who were to command under him: His Highnefs gave an Account of
the Difpofitions made therein, and the Progrefs thereof™ till the Twenty-
feventh, in the two following Letters to the States-Gencral, which wiwW
fhew Monfieur Roujfets ~gregious Miftake.
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High and M ighty Lords,

~61

| RECEIVED, with due Refpeft, your High MightincjJcsLtxnot, of the Letter from
Sixteenth Inftant, wherein you exprels your Approbation of my Conduft, the Piincc

in th~ Battle oi Taifnieres, or Malpjacquet i and as this Declaration

very acceptable to me, fo it ftiall animate me, for the future, not to re-

gard any Pains or Trouble, but ever to facrifice my Life, in the Service
“ of your High Mightinejes, in Hopes to deferve your Favour and AfFeftion
“ more and more.
“ Tne Siege of Motts being refoWed upon, | have the Honour to com-
mand it; and under me, of the Infantry* the Lieutenant-Generals Pkt-
tendorff, Rantzau, and Dhona; the Major-Generals, the Lord A™rth and
Gray™ with M ~eurs Sacl-en, Eh, “mmama, and Ivoy ; and the Brigadiei-s,
Evaus, the of Orreryy and Meflieurs U”eecks, Horjly Rechterrn, and
Ockinga. Of the Cavalry, Lieutenant-General Schuylemburgh the Major-
Generals Stain, Chanclosy and Cheus } and the Brigadiers Fabtice, and
Hmderbein.
“ Most Part of the thirty Battalions, and as many Squadrons, appointed
for the Siege, being arrived in the Camp, | repaired hither, on the twen-
tieth Inftant; and the Schemes of the Direftors of the Approaches, with
Regard to the Attacks, being approved on; it was refolved, with the Ad-
vice of the Field-Deputies of your //ig/j Mightinejes™ and the Princes of
Savoy and Mar/borough™ to open the Trenches, To-morrow Night; if
every Thing requisite and neceflfary for that Purpofe be ready in two fc-
. veral Places. viz. at the Gate of Bertamont, where the chicf Attack . ;.
“ be, and at the Gate of Havre. This Evenir”®, one Hundred Soldiers, "™"d

one Hundred Workmen, are ordered to pollefs themfelves of a Mill, on
** the Trouille, and thereby to cut off the Enemy’s Provifions on that Side.
* The Sicur Dru de Cajlilhn, Captain of the Regiment of Guethem, and a
* peafant, who offered himfelf voluntarily, have been ordered to drain the
Inundations, between St. Ghijlain and Mans; to execute which, one Hun-
dred and fifty Pioneers, with a fufficient Guard, are commanded to fup-
** port them ; and they are to begin that Work To-morrow.

* Tht«TV Scjuadrons, under the Command of a Lieutenant-General,
* two Major-Generals, and two Brigadiers, have been ordered to guard
" the Artillery hither; which is to fct out from Brujfels To-morrow: And
all the other Pofts are ailigned to the commanding Officers, for their better
** Security.

In the mean Time, nothing is omitted for making the necefTary Pre~
parations, to continue this important Siege, with good Succefs, ~c.

= = = A =
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From the Camp before Mons, Sign'd,
September 2 3,1709. J. W. F. Prince o/'Orange and NafTau.

The other Letter was as follows.

and Mighty Lords,

* | DID myfelf the Honour, on the Twenty-third, to give your High \ fecond

113

“mdone till then, in the Reparation* for carrying on this Siege.

113

Mightineffes an Account of my Arrival inthis Camp, and what had been Letter from

T he Perfons who were ordered to drain the Inundations, between the States-

" Conde and Mons, put their Orders in Execution fo fuccefsfully, that the Central:

“ Water is already fallen above lix Foot, on one Side.
” T ne Defign of cutting off the Mills on the Trouille-, has, likewife,
* peen attended with good Succefs; the Garrifon therein, confifting of
twenty-four Men, under the Command of an Officer, furr™~ndering
“ foners of War, without any Refiftance : whereupon, a Beginning was
made, to draw off the Water, on that Side likewife.
7 K . L ast

*
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T h e 'Siege
lariy’d on
withVisour.

MILITARY HISTO RY«/r/5"

“ Last Night, at half an Hour after Nine, the Trenches were opened
“ at the Attack of Bcrtammt, with all the Succefs imaginable. A Parallel
of five Hundred ;ind fifty Foot was drawn before the Horn-work of that
Gate, with a Line of Communication, from the Village Oi Hyroriy to the
Parallel aforcfaid ; and another was bc"un from the Height of the Road
*» of Bavay ; but the Time falling fhort, it could not be joined to the other.
W e had, on this Occafion, three Men killed; and one Mgjor, one Cap-
tain, one Subaltern, one Engineer, and fifty-four common Soldiers wound-
ed. At the Attack of the Gate of Havre, Engineer de Bovfe ran a Pa-
rallcl along the Foot of the Glacis ; Jjut an unforefeen Accident made him
unable to draw a Communication with his Line on the Rcar\ which was
‘* the Reafon that it could not certainly be known, what Number were

‘f-killed and wounded on that Side. I was only informed, that Lieutenant-
General Cadogan™ with his Aid de Camp, and another .Qflfcer, who ad-
“ vanced too near were wounded. N

;“ The Engineer Rietquetfeler™ with three Hundred Soldiers, one Hun-
dred Pioneers, four Pieces of Cannon, and neceffary Ammunition and
Fafcines, were ordered to make themfelves Mafters of the Redoubt of
Nimy; but the Men, and other Requifites, not being ready Jim e enough,
lart Night, that Defign was deferred till To-morrow Morning,

From the Camp before M ons, Sign’d,
September 26, 1709. J.W . F. Prince~0Orange and N aflau.
F.S. After the concluding of thefe, | received Advice, that the Re-

doubt of Nimy had been forced this D ay; and that two Pieces of Cannon,
twenty-five Men, an Officer, and a Subaltern, had been found therein.
This Afternoon, the Enemy made a Sally upon our Trenchcs, at the At-
“ tack of Havre, with three Hundred Men ; on which Occafion, about
fixty Men, of Hi/lI's Regiment, were killed and wounded ; but being
fuftained by the Regiment of Prince Albert, the Enemy were obliged to
retire, with fome Lofs.”

On the Twenty-feventh, Lieutenant-General JVilks joined the Army,
five Battalions, and ten Squadrons, from Duillemont. The *two Days
the Befiegers carried on their Approaches”™ as much as the Bad-
nefs of the Weather would permit, and finilhed their Batteries. On the
Thirtieth, another Convoy of Ammunition and Artillery, being arrived,
thirty-two Pieces of Cannon vjjjre brought to the Batteries, at the Attack of
the Gate of Bertamont, and fixteen to thofe at the Gate of Havre. It is re-
markable, that the Allies made no Lines of Circumvallation at this Siege;*’
a plain Sign they were no ways apprehenfive of the Enemy ; neither did
they think them fo formidable, as the Marlhal de Villars Endeavoured to
perfuade the K 'ng his M after they were.

The Firft of Oilober, purfuant to the Difpofition made the Night before,
M ajor-General Jvoy advanced in the Morning, with a Detachment, to attack
the Horn-work, and the Redoubt, without the Park-Gate; which coviw”™ the
M ills, where the Beficged ufed to grind their Corn. In this ServicelTJftJfo
Cannor?, Hawbitzers were em ployed; which had not fired above'~'
three Rounds, when the Enemy feeing the Confederates, who had marched
a confiderable W ay, up to the W aift in W ater, ready to make an‘A(Tault,
yielded them felves Prifoners of W ar, ~0o the Number of fifty-four Men,
one Captain, and two Lieutenantsj but the Officers were permitted, to re-
turn into the Town.

By the Taking of thefe W orks, wherein the Befiegers found forty Sacks
of Meal, two Pieces of dannon, and fome Ammunition, they became
M afters of a Sluice, which was of great Ufe for lettine out the W ater;
and, the fame Day, they began to fire from twenty-fix Pieces of Cannoo-
The Second, nothing pafs'd of any Moment. The Third, the Weather

being grown fair, the BeiCegers obliged the Enemy to quit a fmall Redoubt,
on
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on the Rightof the Gate of Havre; and continued -their Approaches, with
ver>-little Lofs, at both Attacks, till the Eighth} when they were not above
ten Paces from the Ccunterfcarp of the Horn-work, at the Gate of Hav/t.
They, attack’d it, therefore, that very Day, and after half an Hour's Re-
finance, lodged thennfelves on the ; with the Lofs of oi>ly
fixty Men killed and wounded, and amongft the latter. Colonel 0 Hara,
of the Englijh Artillery, and Captain Petit of the Guards. They perfeiled
their Approaches, lodg’'d themfelvcs on the Cover'd-li“ay ofthe Horn-work,
at the Gate of Bertamont, and began to batter the Front of that Work,
from two Butteries, of twelve Pieces of Cannon cach.

From the Eighth to the Sixteenth, 'nothing happened Worthy of Notice,
only that the Befiegers continued to bombard the Place. On the Sixteenth,
in the Morning, four Hundred Grenadiers, fultained by five Hundred Fu-
fileers, and fe~”n Hundred Workmen, attack'd the fecond CoUnterfcarp of
the Horn-work, aS the Gate of Havre ; which the Enemy quitted, after a
lhort Reliftance, and the Allies made a good Lodgment thereupon; and re-
moved their Batteries to the Paliflades, in order to batter the Horn-work in
Breach; At SeVen in the- Morning, they began to attack the Horn-work
of Bertam onta great Difcharge of Bombs, and Grenades; whereby
the Enemy were fo much annoy’d, that when the Befiegers had mounted
the Breach, they found, to their great Amazement, that the Befieged had
abandoned both the Ravelin, and the Horn-work; and they lodged them -
felves therein, with very little Lofs. Thej-took, at the fame Tim e, a little
Out-work, /Ki the Right of the Horn-work, without lofing one Man ; and
made a Lieutenantj and fifteen Soldiers, Prifoners therein.

On jhe Eighteenth, they began to remove the Batteries, into the Horn- 'The Clarri*

work, at the Attack of Bertamo?iti in order to batter the Baftions; and con-
tinued to work on them, with all poffible Diligence. The Nineteenth, in
the Morning, their Batteries began to'fire, upon the Front of the Horn-
work, at the Gate of Havre, and continued to do fo, with very good Suc-
tefs, till the Twentieth, about Noon ; when the Breaches Deing almoft
pradicable,*.and the Befiegers making Preparations for an AfTault.'they were
prevented by the Garrifon’s beating a Parley, and hanging out white Flags,
at both Attacks, to fignify their Defire to capitulate. Hereupon, Hoftages
were exchanged, and the Enemy having fent out Monfieur de Sonnegar, a
M ajor-General, Mouf*env de Grimaldi, a Brigadier, and Monfieur £c//;Vr;
the Allies™ on their Side, fent into the Town, Major-General Ranck, Briga-
dier Ockinga, and Colonel Alberti.

The French Hoftages having dined with the Prince of Naffau, near the
Attack of Bertamont went in the Afternoon, to the Duke of Marlborough"”™
sQuarters, where WiINcQ Eugelne was at thIeILfame Time ; and having deli-

- « * TA A ~

again — ,
Terms, as the Confederate Generals thought fit to grant them; whereby
they were allowed to march out, with M other Marks of Honour, but

withovitCannon, or Mortars.

Articles were figned about Ten at Night, at Prince Eugene"i Quar-They fuf.

ners, by his Highnefs the Duke of Marlborough, and the Field-Deputies

the "States-General, on one Side, and by Monfieur de Grimaldi, Gove/nor of
the Tofvn, on the other ; immediately after which, five Hundred of the
Confederate Troops, took PofTeflion of the Gate of INimy. The Redudion
of this important Place, after the memorable and bloody Battle of Mai-
placqucf, was a plain Demonftration, that the Allies obtained fomething
niore Subftantial, at that Battle, than the bare Name of a Fi“ory ; fince
the Enemy, who had ventured an Engagement, purely to prevent the Siege
of that Town, did not dare make the leaft Motion to relieve it: Notwith-
ftanding the Affurances given to his Mojl Chriftian M ajefty, by ~he Mar(hals

de nilars, and Bouffers', that he would not lofe an Inch of Ground by that
j A ftionj

igy,

fl

~v
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Aftioni and their Boafts of advancing to fight the Confederate Army, if
his M ajetty’'s Service required it.

On the Twenty-third, the Garrifon march'd out, with all the Marks of
Honour allowed them by the Capitulation ; bcfides which, the Confederate
Generals granted them two Pieces of Cannon, and one Mortar, by way of
Compliment. T he whole did not exceed one Thoufand five Hundred Men,
according to Monfieur Roujffet, (M r. Lcdiard fays one Thoufand) the Relt
being either fick or wounded, and a great Number of fi“alloons, and others,
having ftaid behind, in the Town, to inlift them felves in the Service of the
Jellies. Ccount Dohna, who was appointed to command in that Place,
march’'d in, at the fame Time, with a Detachment of Troops, which were
to be in Garrifon there, during the Winter ; and the Duke of Aretnberg was
named Governor, and High-BailifF of the Province of Hainault, in the
Room of the Duke de Cray, who was in the King of Fran” fntereft. Of
the Irijh Troops, employ’d in this Scrvi«cc, Colonel ///Vfreddved a Hurt
in his Side j Colonel Ctayton\fz% dangeroufly wounded in the Eye j and Co-
lonel Foxton, and Major Mortimer were killed.

A Rematk MonSIiEUR Roujjet fays, " the Campaign ended by the Conqueft of this
of Moniieur Place, which had only been undertal®n by the Confederatei, to fhew the
foifsTw ” FdlIfity of the Report fpread by the Enemy, that the Lole the Allies had
“ fuftained at Malplacquet’\had rendered them unable to attempt any Thing;
“ and that they had paid dear for the Gain of the Field of Battle, which

had coft them fo many fine Troops, and brave Officers, as made it im-

polTible for them to reduce Mons : TheSuccefs of this Siege i“jew’'d how

much they were jniftaken.” W e may add, that the not making any Line
of Circumvallation at it, a Thing very unufual, fhew how little th” y4||ies
were apprehcnfive of them, or rather, how much they defpifed them.

The scafon being now fo far advanced, that it would not admit of any
farther Undertaking, the Winter-Qtaarters were fettled; and the Twenty-
fixth the Army paffed the Haifnet and came to Thiuries, where they ftaid
next Day ; which was celebrated as a Thankfgiving to Almighty God tor the
Reduction of Mons. The Twenty-eighth, the Troops feparated,- in order to
march into their refpeftive W inter-Qij~rters; the Brttijh to Ghent, the
Danes to Brvges ; the Prti®ans to the Maefe; and the Reft to Brttjfels,
Louvain, and other Parts. This done, the Duke of Marlborough, and Prince
Eugene™ fet out for Brujfels™ from tvhence they proceeded foon after to the
Hague.

The following Medals were ftruck on Occafion ofthe Reduftion of Mons*

Medals . I- On the Face, was the ™~een's Bufto, with her Titles, as ufual. On thc>
ftruck on  JRewvcf/e, the City of Mons™ and ViBory flying over, with a Crown of Laurel
lion Right-Hand, and a Palm Branch in her Left, with this Infcription ;

Montibus in Hannovia Captis.

That is, Mons in Hainault taken.
And in~the Exergue, the Dare of the Year, M .DCC.IX.

2. On the Face, was a Bujloof her Majefty’s Titles, as ufual. On the
Rcverfe, a Monument of 7'rophies, at the Foot of which are two If'igures,
repreienting Mars, and Hercules™ leaning on two Shields, one whereof, re*
prefents the Battle of Malplacquet ™ and the other the Reduftion 0Oi Mons.
Over them, in the Frame, as it were, of a Pifture”™ is reprefented the Siege
of Touunay ; with Fame hovering over all, with expanded W ings, and pub-
liithing thefe Heroick Deeds, with the Sound of Trumpet. Around it was
this Infcription

Turns, Cafira, Montes Viili.
f - .

W hich
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W hich Mr. Lcdiard retiderSj
Tournay”™ the Camp of Taifmiresy and Mons won.

Thd~h,we muft confcfs, we cannot fee how theW ord TUrris can bo apply’J
particularly to Tournay, any more than any other Town that has a Caftlc j
or, indeed, to any Fort, or Caltle whatfoever. In the Exergue was j

Vifioria pacifera. M .DCcC.IX. Viflory produftive of Peace. 1709.

And on Occafion of the French endeavouring fo artfully to conccal th«
Lofs they fuftained at Malplacquety and reprefenting the Alliesas having loft
three for one, they ftruck the following Medals.

On the reprefented a Monarchy holding out the Shield of Pallas,
as fondly believirl™it capable of rendering him invincible, and endeavour-
ing, in vain, td skrecn him felf, thereby, from the Thunder hurled at him by
z Nymph. This Nymph, who is defigned to reprefent the Armies of the
Alliest leans on a Bundle of Arrows, the Emblem of Union and Strength,
Between thefe two Figures, is a third, ofa Nym ph in Chains, crowned with
a Mural Crown, to reprefent the City of JMINSj and over all thefe is this
fnfcription

Nec CalJirOt nec Munimenta.

N either Camps, nor Intrenchments can skreen you.
And in the Exergue ;
Fojlfcennium Autumni. The Autumnal Poftfcenc.

To underftand this, the Reader muft call to mind, that the Pojifcene is
tiie hind Part of the Stage, whither the Adtors retire, after the Play, to di-
vert them felves of theiroorrow’d Shapes, and appear in their natural Forms.
This Motto, therefore} alluding to the Reprefentation above it, is as much
as to fay, This is the true State qf'Affairs: And as the Reduction of Mons
was the laft Scene of this Year’'s Tragedy, we may from thence form a
riYht Judgment of what preceded, and be throughly convinced of the true
Circum ftances of Things, ftript of the Tinfel, and falfe Colours, with which
the French endeavoured to cloath them. -

. T he RevErfe reprefencs the Coloffus .of Rhodes, that enormous Statue of
the Sun, the Symbol of France, which was reckoned one of the Wonders
of the World, with the following Infcription

Mole ruit fud. Its own Bulk occafions its Fall.
This k farther explained in the Exergue”™ in the following W ords;

Montes Hannoviaj, G allia Lahente, Re 'cuperdtu X X 111 0£tob. M .DCC.IX.

Hainault retaken, Francebeing upon the Declitie, Oftob. 23i 1709.

N N fjvhich no greater Signs could be, than thefe fuccefTive Lofles, which the
French endeavoured fo induftrioufly to conceal.
To prevent any Surprize from the French, during the W inter, the follow - ThcStatlons
ing*Generals were ordered to ftay in Flanders, and the adjacent Countries, appointed for
In the Conquefts, in Handers, the Earl of Albemarle, General j Lieu-
tenant-General Murray, and Major-General Chanclos. At Brtiffels, the rais™u'jni;
Lieutenant-Generals 'Pntice IVilliam o f Heff'c-Caffd, the Prince o fthe Winter,
mALNvergne, Ftllate™ and Fander-Beck ¢ the Maj(5r-Generals Keppel™ to prevent
~chmettauy arid Qiiarter-M after-General Ivoy. At Moni, Lieuteijant-General
~ohna, and the Major-Generals Eh and Hamilton.. At Liege, General Count Kncm/.
Lieutenant-Generals la Lecq, and Heydenand~the Major- *
< L . Generals



66

Prince £«- His Grace having fettled the Divifion of the Winter-Quarters, fetout, as

and the jjayg obferved above, for the Hague, where he arrived the lhird of No-
Maribmu h as did Prince on the Seventh; and on the Twelfth, their
arrive ™the HighnefTes had a long Conference with feveral Deputies of the States, in
Heguef and which Prince Eugene™® who fpoke firlt, made the following Remonftrance.
confer with «

Tie MILIir AKY HISTORY of tre

Generals Du Portail, and the Prince of IVirtmberg, At Mechlin™ the He-
reditary Prince of Hejje-C™el, General, and the Earl of ~thlone™Lieutcnant-
GeneraL At Louvain, Lieutenant-General Hompefch, and Major-General
SH”enbach: And at Maefeyek, Ueutenant-General fVittinghoff.

The Dtike of Marlborough haying written the States-General, t(M|on-
gratulate them on the Reduftion of Mans, and acquaint them that threa -
ten would not allow of befieging Manbeuge, as was intended, their High
Mightinejfes returned his Grace the following Anfwer.

SiR
**NoTyWiTHsTANDerf we were already informed, by our Deputies, of
-« the taking of Monsy and the Reduftion oi the province of Hainault, thqg
* Letter, wWherein your Highnefs congratulates us on that happy Succefs>
has not been the Icfs acceptableto us. w e look upon tI”™ Conqueft, as
one of the Fruits of the laft viftory, and of your and we re-
joice the more thereat, bccaufe, befiaes its own ImportJance, it muft con.
vince all the w orld, that the Jidvanta™e, as well as the Glory, of the Ilatt
** Battle, remains on the side of the jdlites. w e congratulate your High-
nefs thereupon, with all our Hearts. If the Scafon would permit us to
** go as far as your good w ill, we might certainly promife ourfelves, that
the Bravely of your Highnefs would procure us new Advantages, before
** the End of the cCampaign; but fince the advanced Seafon 07? the vear
-« will not allow of any farther Aftion, this mutt be deferred till next
* Spring; unlefs the Enemy ftiould prefer Peace to W ar, upon more eg”™ui-
table conditions, than they have hitherto propofed.” W e are, with much

Efteem, and truly.

Sir,
Tours, &c.

The states-General ofthe United
Provinces Of the1Sfetherlands.

T hat though there was great Reafon to hope, that the glorious Vic-

** tory, and other great Advantages, obtained the laft Campaign, would in-
*e duce the Enemy to comply, next W inter, with fuch Terms, as might fc-
cure a good and lafting Peace, to prevent thereby the Continuance of the
W ar, and fave the great Charges they muft be at, to bring their Army

into the Field the next Campaign; y~t as this was ftill uncertain, there
tiroc on in nTimA onri wifVirvnr

uifite to make fufEcient M agazines, of Forage, Corn, Meal, and other
feceflaries, in the moft convenient Frontier Places; to the End, fetit the
*I Troops might be aflembled, fubfifted, and put in a Condition to*5th
even before there was Grafs upon the Ground; and that a fufiiclent Nuci*
her of W agons be provided, for tranfporting to the Army Bregd, and
**othe‘r Necenaties; the Troops haviirg been more than once io great
faled S:freights, theTaft Cam paign ; and having been fome Days without Bread*.11
for want of W aggons; ofwhich the Field-Deputies of their High Migh-
tincjfes had beenW itneffes. That Magazines were indifputably neceflar)’,
to prevent the Enemy’s being in the Field before thein in the Spring
and that they wighc take fuch advantageous Poftsj as might enable the
AUiti to penetrace /nCo the French Territories, without being put to the
» Neceflity of hazarding ? dangerous Buttle, and attacking them in their

ftrong Intrenchments. That it was alfo requifite to have double the
4s ~« “ Number
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Number of Waggons they had before, for tranfporting Bread, and other
Necciraries. from the Frontier Places to the Army ; becaufe, othcrwife
they could not advance to any Diftance from the faid Frontiers, and pe-
netrate into the Dominions of France™ let how fair an Opportunity foever
offer for fo doing i and lefs ftill, at prefent, than before, becaufe the Ene-
my’'s Territories afforded no Provifion for the Subfiftence of an Armv.
That, therefore, he earneftly recommended thefe two Articles, of Maga-
lines and Waggons, as two Things, without which they could not hope
to obtain the Advantages, which might be expected from the next Cam -
paign, in Cafe they fliould be obliged to continue the W ar. His High-
neU concluded, with defiring them, that the Contrafts for furnifhing the
Imperialand FAlatine'Ttooip$ with Bread and Forage, might be performed,
and executed, without any Delay, for the Prevention of any Inconveni-
encies, anc”~iforders.”

The bDuke of Marlborough fpoke next, on the fame Heads, and recommend-
to them, with the utmoftEarneftnefs, to take Care ofthe Articles relating
the M agiiines, and W aggons; adding, " That being obliged to go for
England, he fhould leave, at the Hague, Lieutenant-General Cadogan;
who was impower’'d to fettle, with the Council of State, the Contrafts for
the Subfiftence of the Imperial and Palatine Troops; as alfo all other A f-
fairs, which were to be regulated, in Conccrt, between Great Britain and
the States. His Grace reprefcnted, afterwards, the abfolute Necefllty of
recruiting, and re~eftablifhing the Forces, with allpoffible Speed, and re-
newing the Capitulation with fuch Troops, as could not continue in
their &rvice, without a new A”~ecment; concluding, that it was all'o
highly neCeflary, to regulate, in Time, the Rout of th e Troops,
that were to march into their own County, to the End they might re-
turn, without any Delay, as foon as Occafi“on fhould require.”

The Subjefil: of this Conference having been reported to the Aflem bly of

the Statcs-Gecneral, their High Mightinejfes refolvcd to concur in every T hing
that was, or fliould be propofed, for making the utmort Efforts, tne next

Campaign, in order to bring the W ar to the defired Conclufion,

in

The Confederate M inifters had feveral other Conferences together, where* Other Con-
it was warm ly infifted on, on the Part of England and Holland, that fince fao-
Empil"emade fuch great Demands upon Frafice, as the reftoring of the

three Bifhopticks of Metz,Toul, and Ferduny with all j4|face, ana Minifters.
Comte, her Members ought to furnifli their full Rota's towards this neceflary

W

**%

ar. To this Prince Eugene anfwer'd :

That the Emperor thought this Propofal fo reafonable, that he would
readily take any Meafures, in Concert with hxsJlllies, to compel the rd-
fpeftive States, and Princes of the Empire, to the punftual Performance
of their Duty, and Engagements} it being well known to all the World,
that his Impiridl M ajeftj was not wanting, in fetting a ~ood Example ;
fince he furnifhed leveral Thoufands of Men, and confiderable Sums of
Money, moi*te than his fota.” The Confederate M inifters alfo took into

ConfiniiTation, the proper Means to put an End to the W ar in the Aorth; or,

to prevent its fpreading into the EmPpIrCt and affefting thcGrand

AUrance in any manner.

The campaign ih the Netherlands was no fooner over, than the French Pranct

Court tliought fit to make new Ad,vances towards fetting again on Foot a make, nw
Negotiation for a Peace. W ith this View, Signior Fojcarini, the Venetian Advancc* t*
An~aflador, who came to Holland, about this Time, took a Turn to Am- *
flrrdam, to feel the Pulfes of the Burgomajiers.oi that City. On the other

H

and, Monfieur Pettecum, Rcfident of the Duke of H&Ijfein at the Hague,

who had been employ'd the iaft winter, under Hand, in the Negotiation Of

~*egace; and had ever fince continued a Correfpondence with the Marouis de

mada fome new Overtures, on the Part Oi.France, and defired Paffes,

for their Minifters to come to the Hague. The Imperial, Briti/h, and Butch *
*

M inifters,
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M inifters, having taken this M atter into Confideration j and a Report of
their Conference having been made to the AfTembly of the States-Gencrali
their H\gh Mightintfcs refufed to grant PalTes, but confented to Monlieur
Pcttecum™s going to the FrenchCourt, purfuant to their Defire, to know what
farther Offers they had to make. lhe Refident, accordingly, fet out for
Paris, about the Middle of November ™ as did, not many Days after. Prince
Eugene for Vienna, and the Duke of Marlborough for London.

Monsieur Pettecum was received, at the Court of France, with more
Refpeft, tban was due to a Minifter of fuch an inferiour Rank; and even
mwith an affefted O ftentation, to make the murmuring, and half-famifli'd
People believe, that Peace was near» And not without fome vain Infinua-
tions, that he was fent by the Allies themlelves, to make Advances for that
End j though nothing is more certain, than that he had no fuch Power, or
Direftions ~iven him oy any of them. He conferr'd, for foim Days, with
the Marquis de Torcy, and the other French M inifters; andHHaving received
a Prefent for the Trouble and Expences of his Journey, he returned to the
Haguey with the Anfwer, and Propofals, of the Court of France,

T hese Propofals having been examined by the Heer Fan Weldercn, and
other Deputies of the States-Generalt and a Report thereof made to their
Allem bly, they were unanimoufly rejeded with Difdain. W hereupon, a
vigorous Refolution was taken, on the Fourteenth of December\ in which,
amongft other Things, they concluded, “ That, for feveral Reafons therein
« inferted, the Anlwer brought by the Sieur Pettecum, was not fatisfadlory;

Preliminary Articles ought to be infifted bn; efpecially as

there had been no Difficulty raifod on the Part of France, but only about

“ the thirty-feventh Article; and it'was the general Opinion, that an Ex-
** pedient might be found, to give SatisfaEVion to all Parties. That the Sieur
** Pettecum being returned, not only withoCit any fuch Expedient, but with
an Anfwer, wherein there is not the leaft Notice taken of the Propofals

** made before; wherein Frgnce recedes entirely from the Foundations,
which were agreed by mutual Confent; and with a Propofal to enter into

a formal Negotiation of Peace, without fettling and adjufting any Thing

before-hand, contrary to the Declaration made on the Part o f France, even
** py their iaft Letters, Viz. That all the Preliminary Articles ihould re-

main firm, as they were fettled, only with fuch Alterations, in the Terms
of Execution, which the Courfe of Time had made necefTary, exceptonly
** the thirty-feventh Article, nothing could be concluded. But that the Ene-
** my were notJincerely difpojed, to ugree to agood andfa/e Peace; and that
« little Regard was to be had, to the y™“JJurances of their good Intentions, and
* Jnclinations, in that Refpeft; fmce the FffeHs agreed fo little with their

IVords : But rither, that all was concerted, and dejigned, tofow, i f pojjibhy
= Miftrujis, and JealouJtes, between the states and their Allies, whilfi they
« were refolved to continue the War, asit appeared by all publick Advices, & c.

That, therefore, it would be neceflary, above all Things, to ufe their
“ utmoft Efforts, without the leaft Delay, or Lofs of Time, to getin a

Readinefs all that was requifite for beginning the next Campaign early,

>

before the Enemy were in aCondition to take the Field; and for pufliing on
the fame with Vigour. That, for the End and Purpofe aforefaid,"% Kiigts
fhould be written to the Emperor, to the Diet of the Empire at Rambon”
the Cofederate Circles, the Electors and Princes of the Empire, an£S«to
her 6ritannick M ajefty, and the Duke of Savoy; and that their Imperial
and Britannick M ajefties fhould be jdefired, to permit Prince Eugeiic™oi
Savoy, and the Duke of Marlborough, to return thither very early in the
Spring; at leaft, before the End of Februaryj in order to confer about
the Operations of the W ar, and concert, in Time, the neceffary Meafures
for the Campaign.”

According to this vigorous Refolution, the States-General wrote Letter*
to all their j4Uies\ and particularly one to the ~~een of Gr”t Britain, dated
the Twenty-leventh oiJanuaryy which ended with the following Words,

. greatly to the Honour of, the Duke of Marlborough.

K W ‘e
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** W S have another Requeft to add, which is, that your M ajefty would They write
*« be pleafed to fend over hither betimes, the Prince and Duke o f Marlbo-
rough; and, if poflible, before the End o f February™ that we may have the d —
Benefit of the wife Councils of that Great General, in concerting, in due
** Time, the Operations for the next Campaign, as well as reap the Advan--
tages of bis incomparable Valour, in the Execution thereof.” W e remain
i”c.

This was the Language, in which the States, who had had fuch vaft EX-
perience of him, always Ipoke of this Great Man ; and we may fee, b~ the
~een's Anfwer to this Letter, whifch, for Conncxion-fake, we fliall mfert
here; though, otherwife, it belongs more properly to the nextYear; that
her M ajefty, then, had the fame good Opinion of his Grace, however fhe
came to alteinit fo ftrangely, not many Years after, without any apparent
Reafon.

High and Mighty Lords,

Our Good Friends™ Alliesj and Confederates; w e have feen, by your Her Ma>-
<* Letter of the Twenty-feventh of this Month, the Reafons which nave %'»Anfwer,
** moved you, to defire us to fend back the Duke of Marlborsugh, as foon

as poffible. W e agree with you, that there is a Neceflity of taking all
poflible Precautions againft the Defigns of the Enemy ; and as ¢, <ur—
*+ Jelves, are entirely fatisfied of the Capacity and fignal Services of the faid
» Duke of Marlborough, We are very glad to find, that your Senti-
** inents, with Regard to”~im , agree fo jjerfefWy with ours. W e have,
therefore, in.Conformity tqg your Defire, immediately ordered him to be
** ready to return to Hollatid, as foon as it may be neceflary; and he will
** not fail to be with you, within the Time you have propofed, to concert,
with you, the ne-gjjary Meafures, and to put them in Execution, with his
* accujiomed Prudence and Vigour. To conclude. We pray God to have
you. High and Mighty Lords, our good Friends, Allies, and Confederates,
in his holy Keeping.”
fVritten, at our Court, at St. James'’s,
the yft ofJan. ofthe Tear 17 10-i i, Tour verygood Friend, See,
and of our Reignj the Ninth.

It being evident, that the Court of Fr,ance aimed at nothing more than to Shewrites to
Min Time, and amufe the Allies with a fpecious Negotiation, the Slueen of
Great Britain refolved, likewife, to exhort all her Allies to a vigorous Pro-
fecution of the W ar; particularly thofe, who, during the whole Courfe of
it, had been moft backward in feconding her M ajefty’'s extraordinary Efforts;
and accordingly, on the Twenty-fixth of December, fhe wrote to that Le-
thargick Body, thegeneral Diet of the Empire, aflembled at Ratisbon.
Being now come to the Conclufion of the memorable Year 1709, we
fhall give a fuccinft Account, purfuant to the Method we have obferved hi-
therto, of what was done this Campaign, in other Parts of Europe: And
firft,’\i4jen, in Spain, the Summer pafs’d over, without aiw confiderable Ac- The State
though there was, indeed, an Engagement on the Frontiers of Portu- of Affairy'ti
wherein the Portuguefe behaved themfelves very ill, and accordingly
were beaten. This occafioned the Lofs of three Regiments, chiefly Englijh-
men, w'ho were taken Prifoners, together with their Officers; amongftwhom
vrere Major-General Sankey, the Earl of Barrimore, and Brigadier Pierce.
The Spaniards, however, did not purfue the Advantage they*gained by this
A ftionj for being apprehenfive, that our Fleet had a Defign upon fome
Part of their Southern Coaft, they were forced to draw their Troops from
the Frontiers oiPortugaI, to defend their own Coafts; though we gave them
no Diflurbance on that Side.
In the mtan W hile, the King of France, to carry on a Shew of an Incli-
nation for Pejice, withdrew hisTroops out ofSpain—, bur, at the fame Time,
Numb. X X X I. 7 M ; took!
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tpok Care to encourage the S”™anijh Grandees, to fupporc hjs Grandfon:
And fince it was vifible, that either the Spaniards™ or'the billies, were to be
deceived by him, it was much more reafonable to believe, that the .4i!ns,
and not the Spaniards™ were to feel the Eftedls of his fraudulent Proceedings.
The French General Befons, who commanded in Jrragon, had Orders, indeed,
not to venture a Battle; for that would have been to a£l too grofs and open
a Part, to beany W ay palliated; but he continued all this bummer com -
manding their Armies.
In CataloniUy Staremberg, after he had received Reinforcements from

Italy, advanced towards the Segra; and having amufed the Enemy for fome
Days, he paffed that River. The Spaniards defigned to have given him
Battle j but Befons refufed to engage : This provoked the Spaniards fo much,
that King Philip, after having written to Monfieur Befons, thought it ne-
ceflary to leave Madrid, and go to the Army ; upon which, Befjms produced
hi» Orders, from the King of France, to avoid coming to ajj*jii~ngagemenr,
with which he feemed greatly mortified. Staremberg adv*mced, took Bala-
guer, and made the Garrifon Prifoners of W ar; with which the Campaign
ended on that Side.

lal>auphiree.  NoTHIiING of Importance happened on the Side of Dauphine: The Em -
peror continued ftill to refufe complying with the Duke of Sav(’\\ Demands,
about fome Territories in the Dutchy of Milan, which were to have been
delivered to him ; wherefore, he would not make the Campaign in Perfon,
and his Troops kept on the Defehfiive. On the other Hand, tho’ the French
faw they fhould be attackM but faintly, they were too weak to do any Thing
more, than to cover their own Country.

And in the T he Northern Affairs not having any immediate Connexion with thofe

Noth of the Grand Alliance, in which tie Duke o~ Marlborough was principally
concerned, we have only mentioned them, on Occafion of his Grace’'s Jour-
ney into Saxony, in the Year 1707. But the fatal Turn of thofe Affairs, to
the Difadvantage of the King of Sweden, which happened this Year, being,
as it wtre, the Confe(~uence of thofe Coutifels, and Meafures, whict* were
thought to have been concerted, when his Gra-ce was there, and wherein he
was believed to have had no fmall Hand, we Ilhall juft hint at them. I'hat
great, but unfortunate Monarch, having refolved to invade Mufcovy’\ and
being elate with the Succefs he had met with in Poland, thinking to de-
throne the Czar, with the fame Eafe as he had Augufius, engaged him felf
fo far in the Ukraine, that tjiere was no PolTibility of retreating; and this
brought his Affairs to fuch a low E”~b, that he was never able to retrieve
them , till Death put a Stop to his Career.

The Rattle had a great Body of Cojfacks to join him, who were eafily drawn to

of Puhiua. revolt from the Czar ; and he had met with great Misfortunes, at the End
of the foregoing Year; but,nothing could divert him from his Dcfigns
againft Mufcovy: He jjafs’d the Nieper, and befieged Pultowa. The Czar
marched to raife the Siege, with an Army much fuperiour in Number to
that of Sweden; but the intrepid King of Sweden, who had not yet forgot-
ten the Battle of Narva, where he triumph’d over a greater Superiority, re-
folved to venture on a Battle; wherein he received fuch a total l)efeat, that
he loft both his Camp, his Artillery, and his Baggage: A great SgjM of
his Army got off, for the prefent; but being clofely purfued by the M™PtP™
vites, and having neither Bread nor Ammunition, they were all made P<y®

T1)€ fatal foners of-W ar. His Swedifh M ajefty himfelf, with a fmall Number

Confequeii- gbout him, paffed the Nieper, and got into the Turkifh Domfnions,

to*thrKin» where he fettled, and was under a fort 'of voluntary, though unavoidable

of Snede™ Confinement, at a Town of Moldavia, called Bender. This Day, fo fatal
to the King of Sweden, was as’ aufpicious to King Augvftus, whom it fet
again on the Throne of Poland-, and freed the Allies from all Apprehen-
fions of this enterprizing Prinj:e’s intermeddling for the future bct\veen them
and the common Enemy, to the Support of the latter.

On
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On this Occafion, the Czar gave the Duke of Marlborough a very fltip-u-
lar Inftance of his Efteem for him ; by fending a Captain of hisown Giuals
exprefsly to acquaint his Grace with this fignal Vittory.
Having thus taken a View of the moft material Tranfaftions abraid, du-
ring this Year, we (hall now mention fuch domeftick Occurrences, as relate
to this Hiftory, and happened in the fame Spacc of Time.
Upon Advice of the glorious Aflion, and compleat Vif£lory at Malphc-
aucty the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of the City of London, in
their Form alities, waited on the at IFindfor, on the Tenth of Scptem-
bcr, with an Addrefs of Congratulation, on that Account, the Beginning
whereof was as follows. .
M ost G racious Sovereign,
In all I-Kijiility, we prefume, it cannot but be acceptable to your The C tv of
M ajefty”™ to reicelve the repeated and hearty Congratulations of your molt Ad-

dutiful and loyal Subjefts, upon fuch fignal and reiterated InlVances of
the Divine Goodnefsj ftower'd down on your Sacred Head, in blcffing the ttc VIiASTy
“ jujf Arms ofyour Majejiy™ and your under the aufpicious Conduff at Malplat-
of thofc renowned Generals the Duke of M arlborough, and the Prince
Savoy, withfuchfurprizing and uninterrupted Succejfes.
Scarce had we enjoyed the Satisfaftion we received, upon the News
of the Reduftion of the ftrong and important City of Tournay; but wc
were ««/? agreeablyfurprized”™ with the Account of zGlorious and Compleat
“ Victory over the whole French J™rmy, notwithftanding the Advantage of
* the Ground, and Obftinacy of the Enemy, not to have been overcomke,
“mbut b j the perfonal Courage ofyour Great Generate See*’

On the Seventeenth of the fame Month, the Lord Mayor, and the Reft
of her M ajefty's Commiffioners of Lieutenancy, for the City of London, pre-
lented an humble Addrefs to her M ajcfty, on the fame Occafion, the fbllojy-
ing Paragraphs whereof may be worth our Readers Notice.

M ost Dread Sovereign,

W e think ourfelves infinitely happy, that we have Leave, once more>
to approach your Royal Perfon, to exprefs(as well as the Excefs thereof
* will give us Leave) our unfeigned Joy for, arid humbly to congratulate
your Majefty upon thegreat and furprizing Progrefs, made by the viflori-
~ous Armies of your Maiefiy™® and your Ajlies, led on by thofe confummate
if Generals, the Duke (?/’M arlborough, and the Prince Savoy, towards the
Glorious End propofed by your M ajefty, an honourable and lafting
Pcace.
None but fuch daring Troops, covetous of Glory™ and animated by the Ex*
ample ofyour undaunted General, after a fatiguing Siege, fo glorioujly finijli-
ed, could hav« been induced fo fpeedily, and cheatfully, to have encoum
= ter'’™d, and fo bravely overcome, t~e feeming unfurmountable Difficulties,
ftanding between them and Victory.
to fuch Armies-) fo conducted,in fuch a Caufe, and under the au-
fious Influences o ffuch a Princefs, nothing is impofftble, & ¢c.” »

On the Third of OBoher, her M ajefty, in Council, order'd a Proclama-
tion to b* iflued, for a general and ppblick Thankfgiving to be obferved on
-me Tw/erity-fecond o f November, for the Signal and Glorious Succefs of her
M ajefty’s Arms, and thofe of her Mlies™ this Campaign.
On the Eighth of November, the Duke of Marlborough landed at Ald-ThtDukc

borough in Siiifolk, from Holland, and on the Tenth his Grace came .
r. , r<w//;arriv«
Jameses. n

On the Fifreenth, the Parliament m et; and the ~een going tp the Houfe
'if Peers, and fending for the Commons up, her M ajefty made a Gracious
| Speeih *
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Speech to both HoufeSy wherein, amongft other Things, fte took N otice of
the late Glorious Campaign, a?idthe Great and Important Succefs thereof.

The Com- The firft Thing the Commons did, on the firft Day of their fitting, after
nuns vote j-jiey haj voted an Addrefs to her M ajefty, was the coming to this unani-
ThAaikr Refolution, 'That the late ViBory, obtained by his Grace the Duke of

M arlborough, and the $thergreat and important Succejfes ofthe laji Campaign™
were fo remarkable, that the Houfe thought them/elves obliged to tejiijy how
fenjtbfe they were of the Honour and Advantage, which this Kingdomt and the
whole confederacy, had received by his eminent Services. And that, M r. Comp-
troller, M r. Secretary Boyle, M r. Chancellor of the Exche<”er, ™M r. Onjlow®
Lord Coningsby, M r. Neville, Lord ffNilUam Powlet, ™M r. traggs, M r. Comp-
ton, M r. IValpole, M r. Dolben, sir Charles Hedges, Lord Lumley, and Sir
Charles Cox, Jhould attend his Grace, and give him the Thanks oj the Houfe,
and congratulate him on his Return in Safety to Great Britain. Accordingly
the Comrinittee appointed by the Commons™ having waitedjxfhis Grace, on
the Twenty-fecond of November, with this Refolution~~e was pleafed to

make the following Anfwer.

It is a very great Satisfaction to me, that the Houfe of Commons are
pleafed to take fo much Notice of my EndeavourSy toferve w~;Queen atid my
**  Country.
I cannot be jujl to all the Officers and Soldiers, who have ferved with ne,
** unkfs | take this Occafton to affure you, that their Zeal and JjfcBionfor the
** Scrvice, is equal to the Courage and Bravery they have JhewHy during the
“« whole N'ar."

Both the Lords, and the Commons, took Occafion, in their Ad<~fefles to
her M ajefty, to fliew the Senfe they had of the great I~rvices performed by
Grace. The Lords fay, in theirs, “ The laft Campaign was fo very Glo-
** ripus, whether we confider the Strength of the Towns which were taken,
or the Difficulty and Importance of the Viftory which was obtained, that,
" N we beg Leave ro congratulate your M ajefty upon the continued Saccefs of
your Arms, and thoft of your Allies, under your General the Duke of
Marlborough, whofe Conduft is worthy of the chief Command, in fojuft
a War, and whofe Valour is equal to the Bravery of his Troops.”
And the Commons, in their Addrefs, fay, We beg Leave to congratu-
late your M ajefty upon the continued SucccfTes ot the laft Campaign,
** particularly the VifElory obtained near Mons, by the Troops of your Ma-
jefty, and thofe of the Dbillies, under the Command of the Duke of
Marlborough. A Viftory fo'remarkable in all its Circum ftances, as muft
** convince your Enemies, that the Courage and Refolution ofyour Troops,
condufted by fo great a General, are fuperiour to the greateft Difficul*
ties.”” They likewife take Notice, how much they were obliged by thefe
glorious Succefles, to exprefs their Senfe of the Honour and Advantages,
which this Kingdom, and the whole Confederacy, had received by his eminent
Services.
Tht Lords T he Houfe of Lords, having orderec™ the Lord High Chancellor to return
Thanks to the Duke of Marlborough, for his eminent Services i4j~e lalt
X\-x Houfe to Cam paign; his Lordfhip, at his Grace’'s firft Appearance in thatJATSgJ"
begii'cjiJ)im AfTerrfbl™ this Seflion, difcharged his Com m iflion, in a Speech to the
mg

That he was commanded by the" Lords, to give his Grace the Tlisnkr-

** of that Houfe, for his continued and eminent Services to her Majefty,
“ and the Publick, during”™ the laft Campaign : Of which nothing greater
could be faid, than what her M ajefty (who always fpcaks with the u”
** moft Certainty and Exaflnefs) had declared from the Throne, Thatit
had been, at legjl™ as glorious as any which had preceded™ it. But that this

“ Repetit?on of the Thanks of that Auguft AITembly, had this advantage
of the former, that i.t muft be look'd upon as added to, and ftanding on

“ the
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» the Fquiidations already laid in the Records of that Haufe for the prc-

*» ierving His Memory fre(h to all future Times. So that his Grace liad
alfo the Satisfadion of feeing this everlafting Monument of his Glory,

<* rife every Year much higher. (To which his Lordjhip added his fi"ifkes)

* That God might cbntinue, in a wonderful Manner, to prcferve fo inva-
Itiable a Life, that he might not only add to that Strufture, but finilh
all, with the Beauties and Ornaments of an honourable and lalUnK
Peace.”

To which his Grace reply’'d, with his ufual Modefty, and Self Denial.

« | LOOK upn it as the greatcft Mark of Honour | could receive, that
» your Lordrfiips are pleafed to take Notice of my Endeavours, to fcrve the
« ~cen”™ and ~™y Country. |l beg Leave to do Juftice to all the Officers, and

Soldiers, who have ferved with me. Itisnot poflible for Men to lThew more

Zeal for her Maj>fty’'s Service, or greater Bravery, than they have done.”

These great Acknowledgments, from both Houfes of Parliament, which
the Duke of Marlborough had the Satisfaftion to meet with, almolt every
Year, for fo njany Years together, were fo glorious, and fo far exceeding
the Examples of former Reigns, that it is no Wonder it moved the Spleen
of many Perfons; who having no Hopes of ever attaining to fo high a Pitch
of Honour, and Reputation, could not forbear looking on his Grace'sGlory
with envious Eyes, the Efteds of which we fliall now foon fee.

In the mean W hile, the Parliament had not fat a full Month, before
they had‘granted all the neceffary Sums for the Service of the enfuingYtar,
amountijig, in all, to 6,384,266 /. 71. A vaft Sum indeed! But as it
was afterwards objefted againft the Duke of Marlborough, that he carry'd
on the W ar in Flanders at a greater Expence than was necefTary, and it has
Tiot, perhaps, been fo well diftinguiftied by fome, what Part of this, and
other immenfe Sums raifed upon the Publick, were employ’'d for this J>er-
vice, and what for others, it may not be foreign to our Purpofe to obferve,
in this Placc; that not quite one fourth Part of the Supply granted thit- Year,
went towards the Charge of fupporting the W ar in Flanders; notwithftand-
ing that was the only bide, on which it was carried”" on with any great Sue-
cels, and where we moft diftrefled the Enemy.

»

W e fhall begin our Relation of theTranfaftions of this Year, with fomc
farther Account of Occurrences at Home, and efpecially in Parliament, as
far as they had any Regard to the Duke of Marlborough.

T he Houfe of Commons having been informed, by Sir Gilbert Heathcote,
«Member of their Houfc, of the Advances made by France, towards the ren
newing a Negotiation of Peace; and that the States-Gcneral were inclined
to grant PaiTes to the French Plenipotentiaries, to come to Holland for that
Purpofe j they refolved to prelent an Addrels to her M ajefty, that Jhe would
be pleafed to fend the Duke of M arlborough forthwith intoHolland. This

Addrefs having been drawn up by J Com m ittee, reported to Houfe, and

agreed to, fent to the Lords for their Concurrence; and their Lordjhips
i«»g'™readily joined in it, both Houfes the faid i\ddrefs to her
aj~y, which was as follows. * 0

Mc75T Gracious Sovereign,

fent to your M ajefty,- of how great Imporunce we conceive it is, to the
7 N . “ Intereft

4.73

Anfweu'*

171a
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Intereft of the Common-Caufc, that the Duke of Marlborough fhould Ibc
abroad at this Junfture.
“ W*E cannot but take this Opportunity, to exprefs our Saife of th~yeaijt:
and uHparallel\l Services 0/ the Duke of M arlborough; and with all ijna-
ginabie Duty, to applaud your M ajefty’s great W ifdom ; in having hq—
noured the lame Perfon with the great Charaffers of General, and Pkm'pg-
tcntiary, who, in our humble Opinion, is moji capable of dif barging tep
fuch important Trujis.
W e therefore make it our humble Requeft to your Majeft™', that you
would be plealed to order the Duke of Marlborough's im mediate Dcpar-
“ ture for Hollavd, where his Preffence will be equally neceffury, to ajFift
at the Negotiations of Peace, and to haften the Preparations for an early
Campaign; which will moft eiFedually difappoint the Artifices of ou;
Enemies, and procure a fafe and honourable Peace, for yojSr M ajefty, and

your ~

T o this Addrefs, her Majefty was pleafed to return the following

Anfwer.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Ther«««’s " | AM fo fenjfbk of the Neced/ity of the Duke of M ariborough’j Prefenct
Anfwer. in Holland, at this critical Junhure, that | have already given the nccejfary
« DircHions, fer his immediate Departurei and I am very glad tofind) by this
Addrefs, that you concur with me, in a jufl Senfe of the Duke of Marlbo-

roucrh’j eminent Services.”N'

Accordingly, purfuant to her Majefty’s Promife, both to the States,
and to her Parliament, his Grace fet out, the very next Day, for Harimch)
and landed in Holland the Seventh of March, N. S. after a very difficult
Paffage ; having been three Days at Sea, and lam rolling about thrce
Leagues oft' Shore, from Seven in the Morning, till Two ip the Afternoon.
But, as this great Man, amongft his other Virtues, was particularly famous
for his Serenity of Mind, and Command of Temper, fo, on this Occafion,

he was obferved not to be in the leaft uneafy. But before we proceed to
give an Account of the Duke of Marlborough'% Proceedings at the Hagu",
we believe it will not be amifs to give fome farther Account of our Tranf-

aftions at Home, as they were ihtroduftive of that great~Change in the

M iniftry, which not long afterwards enfued, to the Amazement of ‘al|

Europe ; who were all, more or lefs, affetled therewith, though in a very

different Manner. n

Some Days before the Addrefs above-mentioned was drawn up, when the

N ation probably were in Expeftation of fome fuch Thing, and the Change

of the Miniftry, which foon after followed, was fufpefted, the Author of

the Tatler, fpeaking of the Glory of the TimeSj with Relation to England,

has the following remarkable Paragraph”. Lo
Arcmakabic “ 1If 1 fee a General commanding the Forces of his Country, whofe
Paffe in Viftories arc not to be parallelled in Hiftory, and who is as famou~fcjfc™”"s

tIKTatUr. ttNegotiations as his Viftories; and at the fame Time, fee the Man”IgL
" mei,it*of a Nation’s Treafurj in the Hands of One, who has aT~YS~"

diftinguifli'd him felf by a generous Contempt of his own privateWeaIth,

and an exaf£l Frugality of that which belongs to the Publick; | taiJtiot

but think a People, under fuch an Adminiftration, may promife them -

felves Conqueft abroad, and Plenty at home. If I were to wifti for a pfo*

per Perfon to prefide ovey the Publick Councils, it ftjould certainly be otic,

as much admired for his univerfal Knowledge of Men and Things, as for

his Eloquence, Courage; and Integrity, in the exerting of fuch extiaor-

dinary Talents.” '
On the I1nifth o f ~prily the Parliament was prorogued, and foon after, the,
took a Step which gave Occafian to fevere Reflcftions. The jDuke oi

Shrewsbury
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Shreivshury bad left England, towards the End of the foregoing. Reign, be-
caufc, as it was faid, a warmer Clim ate was necefTary for hi* Healtlt "He
ihiicl Jeveral Years at ROmMme, where he becauie acquainted with a Roman
Lad)”4 who upon his Return to Blnglancl, followed him to ~ugsburgh, where
fhc overtook him, and declared herfelf a Rrotefiant: Upon which he mar-
ried her there, and came back with her to Englufni in 1706. A late Author
fays, it was thought, by the Party he moft fiivoured, that his leaving
England, and living fo long out of it, w”hilft we were in fo much Darker
at Home, joined with his Marriage, ga”e jurt Caufe of Sufpicion. The
Duke of Marlborough, however, and the Lovd Godolphin, lived itill in Friend-
fhip with him, and ftudied to overc’bme the Jealoufies fome had of him.
He feemed not to be concerned at the Diftance, in which he was kept
from Bufinefs j but a few Days after the Parliament was prorogued, the
~leen, witho*kt communicating the M atter to any of her Minifters, took the
Chamberlain’s W fjite Staft' from the Earl of Kent, whom in Recompence,
fhe created a Duke, and gave it to his Grace of Shrewsbury. This occa*
fioned no fmall Uneafinefs; it being concluded from thenc'e, that a total
Change of the Miniftry would quickly follow j and it was believed, fays
the fame Author, that there was a fecret Underftanding between that Duke*
M r. Harley, lind the new Favourite.

The “een's Inclination to the latter, and her Alienation from the t)uchefs
of Marlboi ougb, began now to appear more and more, and broke out upon
many, though trivial Occafions; whereupon, the Duchefs retired frorll
Court, and was feen no more at it, in this Reign. The Duke of ~hrewsbkry
gave the Minifters very pofitive AfTurances, that his Principles were ftill
the fame, as they were the laft Reign, and were nftt altered in any Re-
fpe£l:; upon which, he defired to enter into Conferences with them, but
there was now too much Ground for Sufpicion.

It will be-Time now to take a View of what was doing in the meari
W hile in Holland, with Regard to the Negotiations for a Peace. Though
all Thoughts of a Treaty kemed to be at a Stand, towards the latter End of
the Ycar'before; yet upon the vigorous Refolutions taken in Great Britain™
and Holland, for the Continuance of the W ar, the Court of France thought
fit to make farther Overtures of Peace. In order, hereunto, on the Second
of Jajn™ary, the Marquis de Torcy fent another Scheme t6 Monfieur Fette-
cum, which confifted of five Articles, the Subftance whereof was as follows.

1- That, immediately after the*Signing of the Peace, his Mo"
Chrijlian M ajefty would acknowledge King Charles 111. as King of the
whole Monarchy of Spain; and not only withdraw all the Succours he
had given his Grandfon, but alfo not fend him any Afliftance for the fu-
ture, and forbid his Subjefts lifting among his Troops: As alfo, that he
would confent, that no Part of the Monarchy of Spain fhould ever be
united to France.
Il. ©* That, as for the Emperor, and the Empire, the Kin~ of Fratue
would reftore the Town and Ci.]~del of Strasburgh } content him felf with
“ the PofTeflion of yilface, according to the literal Senfe of the Treat]® of
Muifter ; leave the Empire the Town oiLandau ; raze the Fortifications
he had caufed to be built on the Rhinej from Bajl to Philipsbyrgh; and
‘".~icknowledge both the King of PrulJia, and the EleHor of Hanoner.
I11- 7 That, as to England, he would acknowledge Queen J4nne, and
the SucceilTion in the Proteftant Line ; reftore Newfoundland, and agree to a
mutual Reftitution of all that had been taken in the IVeJdi-IndieSt on both
Sides; demolifh the Fortifications of Dun<kirk, and ruin the yarbour
thereof; and confent to the Pretender”™ leading France.
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1V . That, as to the States-Generah he(~would yield to them, fora

“ Barrier, all the Places Ipecify’d in the Twentv-fecond Article ofthe Pre—~
liminarits \ arid confirm what he had ofFerea fo them, with Refpeft to

their Trade : And,

V. « AS »
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V. " As to the Duke of Savoy, that he was willing to grant the Demand
“ made for him by the billies » but that he, likewil'e, demanded, that the

FJeitors o f Cologn™ and Bavaria, fliould be rtftored to their Eftates, and

Dignities.

T hese Propofals being rejefled by the j4lHes, the French refolved to make
and othTrs farther Overtures; and accordingly difpatch’d a Cabinet Courier to the Hague™
propofcd. with a Letter from the Marquis cIeTorcy,to M onfieur Pettecum, importing.

= That the French King cotifented, that the Preliminaries, which were
** concerted theYear before, fhould be the Foundation ofthe future Treatyj

and had appointed the Marfhal d'Uxelks, and the Abbot dePolignac, his

Plenipotentiaries, to treat with the Allies about an Equivalent for the

Thirty-feventh Articlc, relating to the Kvacuation of Spainj and that

the faid Minifters would be ready to meet thofe of the Jllies, at Intwcrp,

or any other Place, if the Jllies would but fend them the neceflary Palles.

The courier arrived at the Hague, the Second of February”N. s. and his
DIfpatches Avere communicated the fame Day, by Monfwur Pettecum, to the
Grand Penjionary; who imparted them, likewife, the next Day, to the Ple-
nipotentiaries oi the Empire, and the Queen of Great Britain. Hereupon,
feveral Conferences being held, between thefe Minifters, and the Deputies of
the States-Gcneral, the Courier was fent back,*the Thirteenth of the
fame Month, with an Anfwer from Mo”~nlieur Pcttccum, to the Marquis de
iTorty’'s Letter, the Purport whereof was!

That the lalt Declaration of the Court of France, being couch’d in
uncertain and ambiguous Terms, the AIllies required, that his Mo™

Chrijilan M ajeftylhould declare, in plain and exprefs Words, that he con-

fented to all the Preliminaries, except the thirty-feventh Article ; which
“ done, the Jllies wWoiftd fend Paffes to his Minifters, to treat of an Equi-
o valent, for the faid Article.”’

The French court Vere not long in refolving, fo earneftly defirous did
they to be of a Peace, at this Time ; for on the Twentieth, another
Courier arrived at the Hague, with a fatisfaftory Anfwer \and on the I 'wenty-
third he was fent back, with PalTes for the French Plenipotentiaries. There
now feemed to be fome Hopes, that the French were in Earneftj however,
as the knew by Experience, the ill EiFefts of fufFering the French

PaﬂCSgrant— M inifters to come into their Country ; where they were continually ftirring
People againft the Government, by their Agents, and repreienting as
Jpountiaries prolong’d the W ar without any Neceflity, they appointed Gerttuy-
denhurgh to be the Place, to which the French Minifters, fhould come, to
treat with the Deputies, whom they fhould fend to meet them. Antyjerp,
indeed, was tjie Place firft propofcd, as has been already obfervcd; but
the French now feemed averfe to treating there, or in any other Town be-
longing to the Sfatiijh-Neiherlandsj undoubtedly, out of a Compliment to
King Philip.

On the Ninth of March, N. S. the Frcnch Plenipotentiaries arrived at Ant-
werp, where they defired that Monfieur Pettecum might meet them, before
they entered into any Conference j but this was refukd them : W herefore,
they went on board a Yacht, prepared, for them at Moerdykcy where Mef-

They arrive fieurs Buys, and Vanderduffen, the Deputies of the States for this Treaty,
NnburghlnA after, and had a Conference with them. The nextDay, thej»
confer with bad another, for feveral Hours j after which the Deputies fet out for the
the Deputies Hague; to make their Report to their High Mightinejfes, and the French Pk-
of tlic States, nipotentiaries went to Gertruydenburgh.

Messieurs Buys, and FandcrdulJen, being returned to the Hague, 6n the
Eleventh of March, where the Duke of Marlborough was arrived fome Days
before, they had a Conference the next Morning with his Grace, in thePrc-
fence of the Lord Toivnjhend:, Count Zinzendorf, the Grand Pct™onary, and
the Deputies of the States : There they reported what had pafled between
them, and the Frcnch Plenipotentiariesy which, however, gave very little
Satisfaftion. The fame Day, to prevent any Jealoufies amongft the other
Minifters of the Allies, the Deputies of the StateS communicated to the

S
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Prujian Plenipotentiaries, what had been tranfafted at Moerdyke. Arid,
the next Day, the fame was made known, in a more folemn Manner, to all
the Miniilers of the Allies. They were all defired, at the fame Time, as
there was no great Profpeft of the Treaty’'s coming to any Thing, to ufe
their Intereit with their refpeftive M afters, that their Troops might be in
Readinefs, to begin the Caftipaign, as early as pofllble; as the molt efteftual
Means to force the common Enemy, to accept fuch Conditions, as might
fecure a fafe and lafting Peace.

.T o give a particular Account of the Subjeft-M atter of Debate, in every
Day’s Conference, from the Twenty-firltof March, when they began again,
to the latter End ofJuly, when they entirely broke olF, would be too te-
dipus, and detain us too long, from M atters of more Importance, and more
immediately belonging to this Hiftory, whereas this only relates to it in-
direftly. W e fliall, therefore, only give our Readers a fuccinft Accountof
what was prdpofed* and infilled on, by the Plenipotentiaries on one Side,
and the Deputies on the other, without any Regard to 'lI'i'me, or Order*

'T he French propofed, that the Dominions in Italy, with the Iljlands,
fliould be given to one of the Competitors for the Spa?iijh M onarchy ; but
did not name which of them ; though it was undcrftood to be meant of King
Philip : The Deputies did not abfolutely rejeft this, but ftiewed, that the
Emperor would never confent to part with Naples, nor to give the French
fuch Footing in Italy, of which the French feem'd likewife to be fenfible.
The,firft Cbnference ended upon the Return ofthe Courier, whom they had
fent to Vcrfailles. They moved then for another Conference j and upon fe-
Veral Propofals, feveral Conferences were renewed. The French King de-
fined from his Demand of Naples, but infifted on th~laces on the Coaftof
Tufcany; at length, however, tjhey went off from that too”™ and infilled
only on Sicily) and Sardinia. The Partition feeming now to be fettled, the
Dsputies preiiTed the French Plenipotentiaries, to give them folid Affurancea
of King jPi@f7/'s yielding up Spain, and the JeJiMIndies\ to which, upon
Notice firft given to the Court of France, they anfwered, that his Mojt
(lhrijiian M ajefty would enter into Meafures, with the AlUesy to force him
to it. Hereupon, many Difficulties were ftarted, about what Troops fliould
be employ’'d, what their Number fliould be, and who fliould command!
them ; and after all, it appeared, that the putting this in Execution, would
be imprafticable. It was then propofed, that the Fretich fliould pay a Sum
of Money annually, during the W ar with Spain; but .new Difficulties arofe
again upon that Head, both with Refpeft to fettling the Sum, and fecuring
the Paymeftt. Ac to the latter, the French offered the Bankers of Parisjbut
they were no manner of Security, becaufe they muft all have been obliged
To break, whenever their King had a Mind to have them do fo. In fliort,
it was evident by all their Proceedings, that they defjgned only to divide
the Allies, by this Offer of a Partition, to which the States confenCed; for
which the French hoped, the Houfe of Aujiria would have been enraged
againft them.

The French then demanded of me Deputies, an Affurance, that no other
Articles (hould be infilled on, but thole in the Preliminaries but the Deputies
ajifolutely refufed that; for they had referved a Power, by one ofthe Pre~
emiraries, for-all the JlUies to make farther Demands, when a generalTreaty
fliould be opened : They faid, indeed, that they therfifelves would require
no more?, but they could not pretend to reftrain the Reft of the
‘4]_1.’\5 from their juft Demands, 't'his was another Artifice, to provoke
the Emperory and the Duke of Savoy; as if the States intended to force
them to accept of fuch‘a Peace, as they fliould \prefcribe. In another Con-
ference, the States rejefted the Offer of a Sum of Money, for carrying on
the W ar In Spain i and therefore, infifted on it,'that the French (hould ex-
plain them fe]ves,,on the Subjeft of evacuating and the ffejt-Indies,
in Favour, of K\X\g Charles IIL before thev ~could declare their *Intentions,
with Relation to the Partition ; they added, that all farther Conferences
would be to no Purpofe till that was done. »
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The Frenchwere now refolved to break off the Negotiation ; and there-
fore, thought proper to call this Demand of the States™ a formal Rupture
of the Treaty. Accordingly, upon the Return of an Exprefs, which they
had fent to after leveral Letters had pafiTed between them and
M onfieur Pettecum, for Decency fake, they wrote a long Letter to the
Grand Pcnjionary, in the Form of a Manifefioy and fo returned back to
France, towards the End of July.

This is an Abridgment of the Account publifliied of this Affair, both
by our Minifters, and by thofe of the States. The Frcnch™ on their Side,
publifli'’d nothing ; for they were unwilling to let the Spaniardsknow, that
they ever entered upon any Treaty, for a Partition of their Monarchy, much
lefs for evacuating Spain. W hether France ever deiigned any Thing elfe by
this whole Negotiation, than to quiet theirown People, and to amufe, and
divide the Allies, is ftill a fecret; ** but if they really intended to have
“ made a Peace, the Reafon of their going off from \iXfays u late Author,

muft have been the Account they had ofour Diftraftions then in England;

which might make them conclude, that we could not be in a Condition
to carry on the W ar.” By thefe Diftraftions, we prefume, that Author
means the Difputcs which happened that Winter, upon the Tryal of Dr.
Sacheverel, whether the Church was in Danger, or noti and the Change of
the Miniftry.
thought it neceffary to premife thus much upon this Head,
becaufc the Rupture of this Treaty, amongft other Things, was afterwards
unjuftly laid at the Duke 0Oi Marlborough’s Door ; he being charged with
ANNing broken it off by his Influence, that he might protradl the W ar, for
his own private Intereft: But how wunreafonable it was, evew toifuggeft
this, and much more fo, to aver it, wc fhall have Occafion to fhew mpre
rticularly hereafter. In the mean W hile, as this Treaty was fpun out to
\ggreata Leiwth, and at laft came to nothing, we ftiall add a few Remarks
thereupon. This Treaty was managed, as we have lhewn above, by the
M arfhal d'Uxelles, and the Abbe de Polignac, one of the moft confumm ate
Statefmen at the French Court, who was foon after made a Cardinal, on the
Part of Francei and the Deputies of the States, MefEeurs Buys, and Fander-
dullen, on the Part of the Allies, without the Intervention ofany other M-
nifters. Count Zinzendorf, indeed, the Imperial M inifter, defired twice to
aHiff, and be prefent at thefe Conferences; butit was refufed by the DutChj
w hich afforded M atter of Speculation. Hereupon, he fent an Exprefs to
Prince Eugene, who was then in the Army, to defire his Advice upon this
Head j and his Highnefs counfel’d him, to follow the Example of the Bri-
tijh Minifters ; whofe Mijtrefs was fatisfy’d with leaving it wholly to the
W ifdom and Integrity of the States-General. But for what Reafon this was*
done, and whether the Dutch dealt unfairly with their Alliesy as many in
England fuggcfted, though, we hope, without a Caufe, we fhall not pre-
tend to determine. The laft Conference, which the French \Plenipotentia-
ries, and the Deputiesof the States had on this Head, broke off with Heats,
and Unkindnefs; and Monfieur VandeMujJen having ufed fome warm Ex-
poftulations about it, the Abbe de Polignac replied in very high Term s; and
reproach’d the Dutch with Ingratitude to the Crown of France, which h~d
been theft: main Support, upon their Defe”~ion from Spain. NN

Having premifcd thus much, in Favour ofour Hero, and the Dutch,

that we may not be thought partial, we fhall now add a ftort Account, of

what has been laid, on the other Side o°f the Queftion. They Avho imi~ine
the Dutch dealt not fairly by usin this Treaty, but broke it off, when it was
upon the Point of being cgncluded, are apt to ask ? How Ilong would

* Spain have been' able t~ have refifted the united Force of the Allies,

without the Affiftance of France ? And could it be fuppofed, that King

“« Philip would have refufed to comply, with what his Grandfather had

“ ftipulated for him ; and thereby hazarded the lofing even Sicily™ and

Sardinia™ as well as ~is other Dominions ? Befidesj the Barrier-Towns,

which were agreed to be delivered up to tiie Etnperory and the Dutch,
4- would

*x
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would have required fome Years to conquer ; and had the Fretich been
never fo infincere, as was pretended, the HiesS would have gained fuch
an additional Strength thereby, as would have rendered Frmce much leli

& formidable than it had been. Suppofing it had been our own Cafe, and
the Fortune of War had reduced us to a Necoffity of abandoning Kina’
Charles ; and the French had infifted, that the Yy”lies fhould not only
ceafe to aflift him, but ftiould turn their Arms againft the Prince they

«* had fet up, would it not have been thought a moft extravagant Demand ?
And if it would, was it not much more unreafonable, to defire the French
King, to enter into a W ar with Philipsto whom he was fo nearly ally’d,
by the Ties of Blood, aswell asall other Engagements ?

W e had talk'd fo long, mdsedy {faid they) ~ iha boundkfs “mbitiont
and exorbitant Power o f France™ that we affetted to have a Dread thereof*
even after that Kingdom was reduced fo low, thatourown General gave
out, they could not make Head againft us another Year.

Every Propofal, that was faid to come from France™ was ftill con-

** demned, as unreafonable, before it Was examined ; and if the Reafon-
ablenefs thereofi was fo confpicuousi that it could not be denied, we
were then taught to exclaim againft their Injincerity*

In ftiort, (continaed they) fome of the Powers ingaged in the Grand

* Alliaticey were fuch Gainers by the W ar, the Charge whereof was born
by- their Neighbour!?, that aay Peace whatever muft have been to their
Difadvantage j and therefore, it is not to be thought ftrange;, if they
talk'd loudly of the Enemy’s Infincerity, and rejefted all their Propofals :
T he daily jicquifttion o f new Dominions» at the Expence of others™ might
poffibly put fuch a Byasupon their Judgments, that they might, in fome

** Meafure believe what they affirmed.”

The French™ who retort the Injincerity they are charged with upon the

Dutch, faid, " It was evident they did not aft ingenuoufly, becaufe they
would not fuffer the Conferences to be held at the Hague, They knew

** the Populace there, who were impatient for a Peace, would have difco-
vered the Injincerity of their Rulers ; who ftill remembered the Dif*
fatisfaftion, which appeared in their Faces, updn Monfieur deTorcy’s

e |leaving the Haguc™ the Year before; and that they then a(Tem-
bled, in a tumultuous Manner, to prefs him not to depart, till a Peace
was concluded. For this Reafon, faid they, *the Dutch infifted, that the

* French Plcnipotsntiaries ftiould notcome any farther than Gertruydenburgh,

v~ill the Preliminaries were agreed on, which, they very well knew, the
French could notconfent to ; and then they could infinuate to the People,

Yy that it was Frame refufed a Peace, though very reafonable Conditions
were offered. Till then, the Courts of Vienna, and London, were accufed
of having raifed Difficulties, to obftruft the Conclufion of a Peace; but
then the Publick began to be undeceived ; and it plainly appeared, that

** they who were at the Head of the Government in Holland, were not fo

* weary of the W ar, as their S™bjefls. Their Difingenuit™® was, like-

“ wife, vifible, when th”~y propoj~d to hold Conferences, which they had

** not fo much at Heart, as they would have had it believed. The Pre-

V tence of the Intereft of the Houfe of AujKria, ferved to countenance tho
Ambition they had of increafing their own Power, They were for taking
Advantage of the Troubles o~ Europe, and the Misfortunes of France,
to appropriate to themfelves the ~eft of the Low-Countries, and the whole
Trade of th"SpaniJh IVeJi-Indies ; that they might be thereby enabled to
give Laws to Europe. This was the View ofthe Dutchiand they fliew'd
it plain enough, in the Conferences at the Hague, and ~x.Gertruydinburgh:
They opened the Eyes of all the Powers c”~cerned, and even of their

*» own Lillies:*

Such were tben the Reafonings of the Partifans Of France; and it
was obferved, that from this Time, the French were no more fo defirous
of haftening the Conclufion of a Peaccy and that th~y talk'd of it with more

IfldifFerence* than before. W hether it was, that 'shey flatter'd themfelves
' with
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with the Hopes of a Divxrfion from the North; or whether it was, as a late
;\uthor obfcrves, that the Divilions, which began to break out at the Court

Great Britain, made them cxpe£l fome happy Revolution in their Fa-
vour. However that bej"it is certain, as Father Daniel remarks, that as
M atters went afterwards, the Allies had Caufe to repent of their not accept*
iniT the Offers mMvide. zhem "NiGertruydenburgh- but there is likewife all the
Rcafon in the World to believe, that they would not have repented, had it
not been for I9me unforefeen Events, which produced a ftrange Change in
the Face of Things; and by raifing the forlorn Hopes of Xhe Fre?ich, was
the Occafion of thQ Allies lofing the principal Advantages, which they had
good Grounds to have promifed themlelves, from their glorious and unpara-
lelJed Succelfes in the W ar.

That the French had fome Reafon to flatter them felves with the Hopes
of a Diverfion from the Norths our Readers may fee by the following Ex-
traft of a Letter, from the Earl of Stairs to the Duke of Marlhoroughy dated
from Jvarfawt March 29, 17 1o.

Extrafl of a  tr jjj Opinion, our chief Attention fhould be on the Body of Swedijh
Troops, which is in Pomerania-, and to take efFeftual Meafuites, that they
.W /i, tothc" remain in a State of Inaftion: For if the King of Sweden fhould return,
Dukf of and fhould happen to reinforce that Body, and fetting afide every other
Ala,lb«-ough,, Confideration, Aould take it into his Head, to place him felf, with this
“ reinforced Body, in the very Heart of the Empire; he would not want
“ Money, and having Money, he would find Means to raife as many Men
“ as he fhould defire, of which we have already had Experience. It would
be unnecefTary to fay any Thing what would be the Confequence of fuch
a March. In my Opinion, it would require little more tfian a Rcfolu-
tion ; which feems, itfelf, to agree pretty well with the Humour of the
King of Sweden."

Before we enter into a Relation of the Tranfd£tions of this Campaign,
we (hall take a farther View of the great Change in the Face of Affairs at
Home, that we may afterwards go on with the Tranfaflions abroad, without

Interruption, to the End of the Year.
The Earl of The ~{ea/'s Intention to make a Change in her M iniflry, began,now to
QUrdmaid break out j On the Fourteenth of fhe difmifled the Earl of Sunderland
torn bcln Office of Secretary of State, without afligning any Misbehaviour
s'cTctary "ot his Part, and gave the Seals to the Earl of Dartmouth. This caufed
Siate. fome Uneafinefs, both at Home and Abroad j but her Majefly, to »ut a
Stop to it, or at leaft to leffen it, is faid to have told fome of her Sut5jeEh(
here, and particularly the Governor of the Bank, and to have given Orders’"'
to her Miniflers abroad, to affure the Allies, that Jhe would not make any
other Changes. Some, however, reprefent this otherwife, efpccially with
Regard to the Bank, and fay, that Sir Gilbert Heathcute, Governor, Natha-'
niel Gould, Efq; Deputy-Governor, Francis F.yles, Efq; and Sir JVilliam
~cawen, two ofthe Direftors, thought fit!to make their Application to the
Duke of Newcajiky Lord Privy Seal, and reprefented to him the Danger
that would probably attend a Change of the M iniflry ; upon which his Graca
introduced them to the ~een; and her M ajefly, having given them a gra-
cious Hearing, was pleafed to tell them, “ That fhe had refolved, for fome
Time, to difmifs the Earl of Sunderland, for particular Reafons of State \
but that Jhe had not yet determined to make any other Changes, and trtat
** irhcnever Jhe did, fhe would take Care, that the publick Credit fhould

not Jujfer any Detriment ~ereby.” This, fay they, gave Rife to the
Report, that her Majefty afkured them, fhe defigned not to make any other
Alterations. It isadded, tiIfit fhe likewife faid the fame Thing to theM ini-

fters of the Emperor, and the Statety who refided here; lyoon which, they
cxprefTed their Joy at this Refolution, and even proceeded fo far, as to offer
.their Advice, that her M ~jefly would not diflblve her Parliament, as it was

furmifed fhe would. Thii., fays a late Author, was reprefented by thofe who
had
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had never been verfed in the Negotiations of Princes in an Alliance, as Some Rm -

a bold intruding into the Councils j though nothing, adds he,
more common, than for Princes to offer mutual Advices in fuch Cafes.

But to be a little more particular in this M atter, with Regard to the
Removal of the Earl of Sunderland™ an Author who was his Cotemporary,
and is generally thought to have had good Intelligence, obfe.rves, that fomtj
fpecious Pretences were not wanting for it, the raoft plaufible whereof was

as follows.

Some Tim e after the Death of the late Earl of Efex, the '~cen de-
figned to have beftowed a Regimenf of Dragoons, lately commanded by
his Lordfhip, on Colonel Hill, a Gentleman, whOi befides the Intereftof
M r s . h i s Sifter, had a farther Recommendation to her M ajefty'’s
Favour, as'having been Page of Honour to her i and yet more, upon Ac-
count of his gallant Behaviour, and good Conduft, at the Battle of yM-
manzUy where he contributed very much to the rallying and preferving
the broken Remains of the Confederate Infantry. On the other Hand;
the Duke of Marlborough having promifed that Regiment to Lieutenant-
General Meredithi and it being fuppofed, that this was a Trial of Poweri
between his*Duchefs> and the growing Favourite, his Grace and his Lady
abfented them felves from Court, and retired, for fome Days, to the Lodge
in H~indfor-Park. It being given out, that his Grace was fo difquieteifl,
that he defigned to lay down his Command, the chief Lords then in the
M ihiftry, confidering what a vaft Prdudice the Lofs of fo great a Gene-
ral, and Politician, would be to the Common'Caule, made dieir Applica-
tion to the to incline her to alter her Reiolution, about the Dif-
pofal’'of the Regiment before:mentioned ; but her Majefty remained
ed in her firft Choice, and infifted on her Prerogative. M rs. Mujham™
continues the fame Authori being look’'d upon as the fecret Oppofer of the

old Miniftry,, a Defign was laid to procure a Vote from the Ho}ife of

Commons™ to have her removed from her M ajefty’'s Bed-Chamber, which
was to have been made the Twenty-third of January, but upon a Hint
thereof, it was timely prevented, by Colonel HiVW86 throwing him fdf at
her Majefty's feet, an”™ begging he might not be the Occafion of any
Uneafinefs to her M ajefty, but that ftie would be gracioufly pleafed to be-
ftow the Favour fhe intended him, upon fome other Officer. Tiie Neen
granted his humble Requeftj and fending fox' fome | ords, and particu-
larly, as it had been laid, the Lord 'Sunderland, told them, fhe Would
‘iffeiidamother W ay of rewarciing ColonA,Hill. Her Majefty, however,
r*renting this, and fome other M atters concurring, from which was fug-
Ngefted, thatTome Perfons in the M iniftry endeavoured to ingrofs all the
Authority, file refolved to make fome Changes, and to begin with the
Pcrfon, who was fuppofed to be the chief Promoter of the Defign, to
deprive the ~een ox Mrs. Majham'%Attendance. The Seals were,- here-
upon, taken from the Earl of Sunderland ; but becaufe no formal Negled,
or Error, in the Difcharge of hjs Office, could be objefted againft him,
and it mi~ht appear ungraciou?, to difcharge a Nobleman of an un-
blemifh’d Charafter, and fo near a Relation to the Duke of Marlborought
**with feeming Difplcafure, it was thought proper to mitigate his Di/grace,
N a Penfion : But when Word was brought him, that her Maje*fty, as a
Tcftigiony of her Royal Favour, and of her being fully fatisfied with
lys Lorduiip’s Services, defigned, to prefent him with three Thoufand
Pound per Annum, to be fettled upon him for Life, to make up, in fome
m eafure, the Lofs of the Office of Secretary; his Lordfhip, with the
GeneroCty of an old Roman, hardly to beyjarallel’d in thefe corrupt
Times, anfwered. He was glad her Majefty ivought he had dore his Duty,
but i f he could not have the Honour to ferve his Country, he would not plun-

h~vat »

His Lord-
rcfiMia

der it, Before-his Lordfnip was removed, the St'een was fqpie Time in *©

Sufpence, about the Choice of a Perfon to fucceed him. But the Earl
of Powlet, to whom the Seals were firft offered, having declined fo Ci-
tiguing an Employment, the Lord Dartmouth,~one of the Lords Com -

7 P “ miflioners
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« miflloners of Trade and Plantations, and Son-In-Law to the Earl of JVbf-
tingham, was thovight, at this Junfture, a fit Perfon to be Secretary of

State, into which Office he was fworn, on the Fifteenth of June."™*

The Brper- HEREUPON, the Emperor, and the States-General were apprehenfive, that
or, and the the Duke of Marlborough would either be removed, or fo far difgufted, as
Fa"n' down his Connmand ; which might prove a great Prejudice to the Com-
~ur of the wow Caufei wherefore Covint Gallns, the Imperial M inifter, and Monfieur
M inijlry. FrybergCy the Dutch Envoy, received Inftruftions, to reprefent to the
in the moft refpe£Vful Manner, what a fatal Influence the Change of the
M iniftry might have on Affairs abroad. In Anfwer to this Remonftrance,
the firft was told, he might affure the Emperor, “ That whatever Changes
*»x the Slifeefi defigned to make, fhe had reiolved to continue the Duke of
** Marlborough in his Employments; and defired that Prince Eugene, and
the other Imperial Generals, and Pleniptentiaries, vould aft with him,
with the fame Confidence as before.”” The Anfwer, which was given to
M onfieur Vrpberge" was kept a Secret, but it was faid, that her M ajcfly,
notwithftandmg the Dutch were feverely reflected on, by fome People, on
this Occafion, that her M ajefty put a favourable Conftruftion~upon the fn-
terpofition of the States-General, in Favour of the Miniftry / looking upon
It as the EfFeft of their Zeal for the Common-Canfe, and the great Confi-
dence they repofed in tire Duke of Marlborough"Vvalour and Conduft. It
was likew ife alledged, in Excufe for her M ajefly’s j*llia intermeddling, and
giving their Advice on this Head, that there feerfted to be a parallel Cafe,
in the interpofing, at the Gofurt of Vienna, in Favour of thfe Emperor's
Protejiant subjefts, and even in the Tarliamenfi defiring ApplicatiOT to be
made to the Emperor, to fend Prince Eugene to qomttiand in Spain.
The Earl of ABOUT two Months aftef the difcarding of the Earl of Sunderland™ viz.
Godoiphin ¢ ;. Eighth of Aagufi, her M ajefty difmifs’d the Earl of Godolphin from
tiifmirsd. HighTreafurer, and the next Day lhe piTt the Treafu” in
CommifTion. Earl Powlct, for Form *fake, was the firfl in the Com m iflion
but it was foon known, that Mr. Harley, who was, at the fame Time ap-
pointed Chancellor, and I/nder-Treafurer of the Exvhegner™ was the Perfon
who bore the Sway, and had the Keen's Ear; in fhort, it was vifible he was
the Chief Minifler : And now it appeared plainly, that both a total Change
of the M'miftry, and the Diflblution of the Parliament were refolved on.
7'0 entrt into an Examination of the Reafons alledged for and againft this
Step of the would carry us too far; wherefore, we fhall only obfern,
that in September, her M ajcfty czftie to Council, and called for a Pjpcknira-
tion to diflblve the Parliament, which Sir Simon Harcourt, who had
made Attorney Genial, in the Room of Sir James Montague, who quitt”.
that Pofl, had prepared. « When it was read, the Lord Chancrlhr offered to
fpeak; but her M ajefty rofe up, and would atlmit of no Debate, but or-
Scveral other dered the W rits for a new Varliament to be prepared. About the fame
J~oblemen, Time, the Lord Sommers was difrhiffed, and the Earl of Rochefitr made Lord
MciPdTf*~ Prefident of the Council in his Room ; tljle Lord Steward’s Staff was, like*
carded/* wife, taken from the Duke of Devonjhire, and given to the Du*ke of Buck-
ingham: Nor was this all, Mr. Boyk was removed from being Secretary of
State, an~ M r. St. John, afterwards Vifcount Bolingbrohe, put in his Stead;
as was the Earl of Derby, from being Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancajler,
who was fucceeded in that Pofl: by the Earl of Berkeley. *

Upon all thefe Changes, the Lbrd Chancellor went to Court, on 4he
Twenty-third of September™ and delitered up tht Great Seal-, but the ~eca
not being prepared for this, VMS fomerhing furprited thereat, and wot know -
ing how to dif~fe thereof,/preft’'d his Lbrdm fp, with unufual Earneftncfs,
to keep it one Day longer :/ 1 be next Day, ha”ii™ cwifidcred thereofwith
her Favourites, Mrs. Majham, and M r. Harhy, fhe received it very readily.
At firft, her»M ajefty com m itted it to the Cuftody of thre”~ Lon”s Commif-

~fioners, Viz. Sir Thomas Trevor™ Lord Chief Juftice of the Common-Pk'as,
“and afterwards Lord Tretor; RobertTracey™ Efq; a Judge of the fame Court,

and M r. Scroop, Baron o*f the Exchequer in Scotland-, but it was fodn~after
given
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given to Sir Simon Harcourt, who was created a Peer. The Earl of WTiarton, Upon which
alio, delivered up his Commiflion of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, which was
given to the late Duke of Ormond; and the Earl of Oxford, with fome of,” "0/sute
the Lords Commillioners of the Adm iralty, withdrew from that Board, and refign their
others were fubftituted in their Room. Employ-
So fudden, and fo entire a Change in the Minlfiry, as a late Author ob-
ferves, is fearce to be parallel’d in ourH iltory; efpecially where Men
diftin~uifhed Abilities had ferved, both with great Zeal, and uncommon
Succefs; infomuch, fhat the Adminiftration of all Affairs, at Home, and
Abroad, was not only without Exception, but had raifed the Admiration
of all Europe. This was entirely owing to the great Credit of the Nnew
Favourites with the ~een, and the perfonal Dilguft lhe had conceived
againft the old Ones. Accordingly, her Majefty was much delighted with
all thefe Changes,~nd feemed to think fhe was freed from the Chains where-
in the old Minifiry had held her, and fpoke of it to feveral Perfons, as a
Captivity, under which ftie had krng groaned. The Duke of Somerjet had
Contributed very much to alietiatg the old Miniftry from the % cf«’s Favour,
and had no fmall Share in their Dilgrace; but he was fo much difpleafed
with the DifTolution of the Parliament, and the new modelling of the Mi-
nifiry, that though h6 continued fohre Time M after of the Horfe, he re-
fund to fit any more in Council, and complained openly of the Artifi-
ces, which had been ufed, to make him inftrumental to other People’s
Deigns.
That the newMimjiry proftft'd, at leaft, to aft upon true Englijh Prin-
ciples, our Readers may lee, "by the following Extraft of a Letter, from
mv. Harley to Sit Rowland Gwyn™ then vt Hamburgh, dated November 21+
1710.

Sir,
** | CAN aflure you, that the Changes which the ~een has made in her Extrafl of a
Minijiry, are grounded upon an upright and truly Englijh Principles;
** and vou will find that thole, whom her M ajefty thinks fit, at prefent, to sjr
employ, will fliew, by their Aftions, that they have a very great Zeal Und Gwn.
* for the Support of the GrandAlliance, in all its Branches, to continue
** the W ar, with a View to obtain a firm and hpnourable Peace, and to fe-
cure, in the moft effeftual Manner®™ the Succeflion in the moft ferene
*» Houfe of Hanover. Thefe Principles, 1am fure, you approve of, and |
N~*NlLnever lofe the good Opinion you*have of me, by n~lefting any
‘A'AMhing that is in my Power, which may contribute to luch falutary

. /* Ends.”

Upon communicating this Letter to a Friend at the Court of Hanover,
sir Rowland Gwyn adds thefe Rem arks.

England cannot defire more, but that they may ap-
peafe the Animofities, and unite us to confider our true Intereft.
M r. Harley iscertainly one of the Chief in the prefent Miniftry, and
e has had a very great Influence in the late Change; but the Tree* is to be
known by its Fruit, and we ought to hope for the heft.”

NfAVING now given a fuccinft’Account of our home Tranfaftions, we
fliall now proceed to thofe abroad. The former Campaign was fo memo-
rable, both on account of the Importartce, M fultiplicity, and Variety of its
Events, that it afforded great M attrt of Sp~ulation to all Europe. The
fam ousyiftory of BlaregnitS) Taifnitrcs, Mofts™or Malplacquet, by all which
JNames it was called, thoujrh beft known by the latter, the Redufikion of
Aoutnay and Mons, with otfier fingular Adontages, obtained over the Com -
mon Enemy; and the pmdigious Straits to which France was reduced, by~
fuch a Series of Misfortunes, as had atteiicled th”~ir Arms for fomeYear”

gave moft People Rcafon to thi~rk, that'this Year would have produced

, fuch
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fuch a Peacc, the jellies had propofed them felves, without any farther
Expence of Treafure and Bloodlhedj but we have already feen how they
were deceived in their Expedtations.

The main Defign of the French, in the Treaty o f Gertruydcnburgh, which,
as we have obferved above, was probably to create Uncafinefs, and Jcalou-
lies, amongft the Subjects of the Maritime Powers, who had contributed To
largely towards the Charges of the W ar; being eafily feen through by our
two difcerning Generals and M inifters, Prince Eugene and the Duke of
Marlborough, thofe Conferences did not delay the Preparations for the Con-
tinuance of the W ar i and therein, at leaft, the French loft their Aim, in
infincere Negotiations. Hereupon, Prince Eugene having come to the Hague™

Prince Eu- on the Twelfth of April, and having concerted with the Duke of Marlbo-

Aenc, and the rough, and the Deputies of the States, the Operations of thfe next Cam -

A early opening whereof, great Magazines ofdry Forage, and

other Neceflaries had been provided, thofe two Generals let out, on the

Taumay, to Fifteenth, for Tournayi near which Place, the Co”ederate Troops, which

cNicn the were quartered on the Maefe, in Brabant, and in Flanders, were ordered to
Campaign, rendezvous.

The Day before thefe two Generals fet out from the Hdgue™ on their
W ay to ournay, the Earl of Albemark, Governor of the latter, together
with Lieutenant-General Cadogan, caufed an Attack to be made pn the

MotEige Ccaftle of Mortuigm” fituate at the Confluence of the Scheld, and the Scarpe,
taken by the v~j~h fix VelTels, fix Pieces of Cannon, and three Hundred Men. This was
done with fo much Succefs, that, after a fmall Refiftance, the Garrifon,
confifting of a Captain* four Subalterns, five Sergeants, and fixty-five pri-
vate Men, the French fay but fifty in all, furrendered Prifoners of War*
They found in it but one Ton of Gunpowder, and one Sack of AmMmuni-
tion M eal. In return, the Enemy, by the Means of the Galliots they had
at Condcj on which they had plantea feven or eight Pieces of Cannon, at-
tacked that Poft, the next Morning, by the Help of a large Detachment
of Infantry, under the Chevalier de Luxembourg, and retook it, with about
fixty Men, who were left there. But the Earl of Albemarlej and General
Cadogan, confidering the Importance of that Poft, refolved to make them -
felves M atters of it a fecond Tim e; and having viewed it, the Sixteenth of
April, caufed it to be attack’d again the Eighteenth, by fix Hundred Men,
of the Garrifon of Hournal, with fome Veffels, and Cannon. The French
Garrifon, which now connfted of four Captains, fix Lieutenants, fcveral Ser-
ants, and two Hundred Grenacjiers, were allifted, in the Defence
ﬁkce, by twelve or fifteen Galliots from Conde. However, the ConTeJ~auU
Troops, being fupported by a Detachment from the Body of Count Felt™®
and mvoured by the Cannon they had planted on the Kifing Grounds of
Mandcj the Enemy were obliged to furrender them felves Priioners of W ar;
and the Allies now left two Hundred Men, with four Pieces of Cannon
in the Place.

On the Seventeenth of Aprih N. S. Prince Eugene, and the Duke of
Marlborough, arrived at Tournay, after Having been complimertted, in their
W ay, at Antwerp, by the States of Brabant, The fame Day, they began
to confer ~ith the Count de stilly, and Monfieur Claerbergen™ one of the De-
puties of the States™ on the opening of the Campaign.

The French had been fortifying their Lines all tne W inter, in c~rdcr tO
cover Doway, and their other Frontier Towns; and now they Were fo vain,
as to call them impregnable. Notwithftanding this,,it was refolved, in this
Conference, that all the Troojps, which had their winter-Q ~rters in Flan-
ders™ Brabant, and other Plares on the hither Side the Maefe, and were now
encamped in the Neighbourhood of Tournay, fliould provide themfelves
with Bread till the Twenty-tnird; ai;d feveral other necelTary Difpofitiona
being made, .for advancing towards the Enemy’s Lines, rfie Army began
their March the Twentieth, at Five in the Afternoon, in two Columns, the
'Right commanded by thfe Duke of Marlborough, to Pont a Fendin, and the

by Prince Eugene”™ il6 PontiObyt on the Deyle. This March, which
was
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was continued all Night, was fo fudden, and well regulated, that, notwith-
Itanding the great Preparations the Frcnch had made, to fortify and defend
their Lines; and though tha Chevalier de Luxcmburgh was encamp’'d, for
that Purpofe, near St. “mand, and the M arflial d"Artagnatiy had drawn to-
gether about forty Squadrons, and fixty Battalions, fome.Accounts fay but
thirty Squadrons, near Lens, and Bethufic, yet the next Day, the Prince of
JVirtembergy and Lieutenant-General Cadogun, with a Detachment of fifteen
Battalions, and fifty Squadrons, from the Duke of Marlborough\ column,
enter'd thefe Lines at Font a Fendin, without any Oppofition j the few
Troops, who guarded that Poft, being furprized, and retiring, at the Ap-
proach of the Confederates, without firing one Shot. The French, not ap-
prehenfive, that the Army of the jilHesS were fo near them, were moftly
out that Morning, in Queft of Forage, fo that their Generals had hardly
any Cavalry W th them; and this occafioned, likewife, the Lofs of a good
Part of their Officers Baggage, their Servants being with the Foragers.

U pon this almoft-unexpefted Succcfs, the whole Confederate Army pafs'd The Enemy
the Lines, the Right, under the Duke of Marlborough, at Tont a Fendin, and
the Left under Prince Eugene, at Couriers. This fpread fuch an Alarm witVI'w i
amongft the Enemy’s Troops, which were affembled near Lens, that they piutionr*'
retreated, with, all the Expedition they were able, partly towards “rras,
and partly towards Doway. The Allies encamped that Night in the Plain
Oi Lens, ant> march’'d again very early, on the Twenty-fecond, to diflodge
xhe Frcnchy who having drawn together their Troops near Fitryt behind
the Scarpcy made a Shew of refolving to difpute the PalTage of that Rivf;i;-.,
For this Purpofe, the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, with the Horfe from v
and Bethune, had joined the Marlhal de Montefquiou. But though th'y
vyere ported very advantageoufly, yet being greatly inferior in Number,
and the Soldiers not having recovered from their Surprize and ConfternatioH”"
they retired, with great Confufion, and Precipitation, towards Cambtay,
as K)on as they faw the Confederate Troops approach; leaving Part of ti:cir
Tents and Baggage behind them. Herei“on, the Allies having laid theic
Bridges over the Scarpe, the Prince of Helle Caj[elwa.s detach'd, with twelve
Squadrons, to fall on the Enemy”~s Rear; but they retired fo faft, and broke
down fo many Bridges, afToon as they had paflekhem , that his Highnefs
could overtake but a fmall Number of them, ancRhofe he made Prifoners
of War. Thefe reported, that very hard Words had palfed between the
M arftxal d'Artagnan-, and the Chevalier de Luxemburgh \ the latter laying
the Blame ofthe Allies having palTed the Lines on the Marfhal, who would
jioi believe they were in a Condition to attempt them ; whilft the Marlhal
blami'd-'the former, for not having joined‘him, as he had Orders to do*
'D/~Army, under the Duke of Marlborough, pafled the Scarpe that Night,
*his Grace encamping with his Right near Fitry™ on the faid River, his L ft
at Gouy, and fixing his Quarters at the Extrem ity of his Left, at Goulejjin, The Siege of

In the mean Time, the Army under Prince march’'d on the other jDaw-?;-re-
side the Scarpe, between the River and the Canal, in order to inveft Doway”™ en-
the Siege of which had been refolved on.

A ll the Troops, which were to. form the Confederate Army, for this

Campaign, being now arrived in the Camp, the whole Army confifted ac
fallows: The fiight Wing, under the Command of Prince Eugene, of forty-
five Battalions of Foot, and one Hundred and one Squadrons of Hoife and
"Dragoons ; and the Leftt under the Conduft of the Duke of Marlborough™
of one Hundred and ten Battalions of Foot, and one Hundred and'fixty-one
SquJddrons; amounting in all to one' Hundred and fifty-five Battalions, and
two Hundred and fixty-two Squadrons. They had one Hundred and two
Pieces of Cannon, twenty Mortars and Hawbitzers, and forty Pontoons,
The Enemy’s Army was computed, at the fame Time, to confift of two
Hundred and four Battalions of Foot, and three. Hundred and eight Squa-
drons of Horfe apd Dragoons, having ninety-fix Pieces of Cannon, fixteen
Mortars and Ha-julitzers, and thirty-fix Pontoons.

7 A ccord-
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AccoliDING to this Account, the French Army were much’fuperior to the
jilliesi but if we will believe their Accounts, the Confederate Army con-
firted of one Hundred and thirty-eight Thoufand Men, and was fuperior to

theirs by forty Thoufand. This Computation, however, is too extravajnit
Q0 gain any Belief. We have already obferved, that-the Siege Oi Do-way
had been refolved on; and in the prefent Juncture of Affairs the lilies could

not have attempted a Conqucft of more Importance: For it is a large City,
The Impor- fituated about five Leagues from Cambray, on the Scarpe ~covcred the Enc-
tancc of that m y’s Frontiers, and laid the Sfanijh-Netherlands open to their Ipvafions.
Conquclh Reafons, ever fince the Reign of HenryIl. the French had lei'c no
Mearis untried to get it into their Hands j wherein having at laft l'uccceded
in 1667, and it being confirmed in their Poirefli©n, by the Treaty OI
la Chapelie, they added new, though irregular Works to their Fortifications,
at a very great Expence i made it a Place of Arm s; eredled M agaiines, and
a Foundery therein ; and cut a Canal to unite the Deyle, and the Scarpc,
which gave them an eafy Entrance into the Spanijb Provinces. Befides, it
was very difBcult of Accefs, on Account of the Morafles and Inundations ad-
joining to it, and had at fome Diftance a Fort, called Fort Scarpe, which
was a regular Pentagon.
Strength of The Garrifon was commanded by the Marquis d'Jlbergottl, a Lieutenant-
thedairi- General, and an Officer of approved Valour, confummate Experience, and
indefatigable Vigilance : He had under him, the Marquis dt Dreux, and
Monfieur Brandeley a Swifs™ M ajor-Generals ; Monfieur de Pomtreuih was
Governor ; Major-General de Vulori commanded the Ej~incers, and the
Chevalier ("e Jancourt, the Artillery, The Garrifon conmled oi' fevcnteen
Battalions; a Company of Cannoneers; a Brigade of Miners and Bombar-

diers ; and two Regiments of Dragoons. In Fort Scarpewere thr«e Batta-
lions ; fix Companies of Invalids j and a Detachment of Cannoneers, and
Bombardiers. All thefe Troops together amounted to eight Thoufand Men.

The French, in their Accounts, allow that there was the fame Number of
Battalions, Companies, Csfc. as wc have mentioned, but add, that the Re-
Cruits not having joined them, when the Place was invefted, none ofthem
were complcat } fo that the Vi'“*hole amounted to no more than feven Thou-
fand five Hundred Men|p

W hat made the Reduftion of Doway of yet more Importance, was, that
the Chateknieof Lijle, whereof Part was ftill in tht'- PoflciTlon of the Enemy,
would thereby be wholly in the Power of the UMlies; that Lijk itfeJf, with
Tournay, and other Places along the Scheld, and the Lys, as far as Ghent,
w/ould be more firmly fecured; and that a PalTagc would thereby be opened,
for tranfporting Necefiaries from that Province into u’\rtoisy b)-~W ker j
which would afford a Conveniency for maintaining numerous Garrifon”~n
thofe Parts,, and an Opportunity for making farther Progrefs into the EnV"
my’s Countty.

.prepirations Pi/KSUAIWT, therefore, to the Rcfolutlon taken. General Cadogan WSS

forth*Siege detach’d, on the Twenty-third Oi April, in the Morning, to poft him felf
at Pont a Rache, or Poht a Rais, and other Detachments were made, to-
open the Communication, over the Louver Scarpe, with X/~t,»and Tournay™
Herein they met with no great Difficulty; the Allies being already M afters
o f Mortaigne'y and the Enemy having quitted St. AiHand, Marchiennes, and
the Abbey of Hafnon, below Doway, and being retired towards Cambray,
upon the News of the Confederates having pafTed the Scarpe, at Fitry.

T he fame Day, both Armies made a Motion to inveft Doway < that of
Prince Eugene extending from P'ttry, on the Scarpe, to Pont-Oby, or O™y ,
and that under the Duke of Marlborough, from the other Side of the Scarpe,
over-againft Vitry, to Pont a Rache, on the Lower Scarpe. The Twenty-

fourth was fpent in laying Bridges above and below Doway, on the Scarpe,
the

join
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join the Confederate Army ™ and the Deputies of the Province of Attais
arrived in the Camp, to defire the Duke of Marlborough\ Proteftion.

On the Twenty-fixth, the Lines of Circumvallation were continued, and;
the PrudJian Troops, under the Prince Oi Anhault-Dejfau, arrived near the
Camp. -About the fame Time, Monfieur Vegelin dc Klaerbergen, Deputy of
the Dutch Council of State, went to Tournay, and Lijle, to give the neccfr
fary Orders, for the fpeedy tranfporting to the Army, the Forage, Oats,
and other Provifions, both for Man and Horfe. On the Twenty-feventh, a
Detachmentof a ThoufandFoot was fent from the Duke of Marlborough"%
Army, to ftop the Sluices the Enemy had near ArkuX, which partly fup-
ply’d the Inundation about Doway; and at the fame Time, another Detach-
ment was fent, to cut the Banks of the Scarpcy between Vitry aud Biocbe,
that the W ater of that River might run into the adjacent M arflics.

On the Twenty-eighth, the Horfe and Foot of both Armies made fom e Motions of
M otions, and the Duke of Marlborough changed his Quarters to the Abbey ¢ ‘“Armies,
of Flines : The faftie E>ay, likewife, forty Battalions, and thirty-two Squa-*
drons, under the Command of the Princes of Anhalt™ and NajJau.~Priezland,
being defigned for the Service of the Siege, were drawn out and form’'d, and
proper Artilleiy appointed.

About th« lame Time, the Cavalry under Prince Eugene extended them -
felves from Oignies, over the Canal of Oby™ to Bclle-Ferriere, near Rache ;
whilft the Horfe of the Duke of Marlborough"$Arm y paffed th« Scarpe a;
Lelaitiy and encamp’'d with their Right, to the Village of Rache\being fe-
paratefd but by a fliort Interval, from the Le/iof Prince Eugene™and extend*
ing from thence through* the Wood Rache, to Bouvignies, The Infantry
made a Motion, alfo, at the fame Time ; that under Prince Eugene took
Poft from PonhOby to Efquerchien, and from thence to Brebieres, or Bref-
Jieres; and the Foot under the Duke of Marlborough, ftretched from thence,
through the Villages of ~incy, and Corbeken to Fierin, over the Upper
Scarpe-, and from thence to Dechy, and JValieres, /lear the Lower Scarpe,
The Horfe being thus ported all together on the of the Scarpe, between
Doway and Lijle, that they might Ilubfift the more conveniently, and for fe-
curing their Convoys, the Duke of Marlborough thought fit to detach M a-
jor-General Bothmar, and one Thoufand five Hundred Horfe, with Orders
to take Poft without the Confederate Lines, near Dechy”™and patrole between
them , Bouchain, and Cambray, to watch the Motions of the Enemy on that
Side.

OnNn the Twenty-ninth, all the Horfe and Dragoons in the Army, aflifted
the Befiegers in making Fafcines; and they went on in perfecting the Line
ofrircumvallation, which began at Dec%y, and ended at Pont Oby ; De-
rUchments were alfo made for fecuring the March of the Artillery, from

%}Jle to Tournay.

On the | hirtieth, the Troops were provided with a good Number of
Fafcines and Gabions ; and the fame Day the Sluices, which the Enemy
had broke down on the Upper Deyle™ and which the Duke of Marlborough
had ordered to be repaired, were put into fuch a Condition, as rendered *
the River navigable as far as Obyi This proved of great Service, for the
Tranfportation of Forage, Ammunition, and other Neceflaries.
« On the Firft of May, N.S. eight Hundred Men were detach'd from The Cartla
prince Eugene™sArmy, to attack the Caftle of Pignonville, Scarpe,

Y ~hich would have annoy’d the Befiegers in their Approaches; and after an A
Hour’'s*Refiftance, the CTarrifon, ~onfifting of about ihundfed Men, fur-
refldered Prifoners of War. The fame Mforning, the Duke of Marlborough
ordered Lieutenant-General Cadogan, to view the Plains between Lens, and
Efguerchien mand to mark out a proper Place, for ranging the Army in a
Line of Battle, in Cafe the Enemy fhould attempt to raife the Siege. But
either through W antof Forage, or other Neceffaries, the French were not
yet in a Cor*ditiop to take the Field ; and the Marflial d'Arta™nan, having
put moft of his Troops into Garrifons, was retired to Cambraywith tlic
Reft ; though not without Hopes, that Doway W9uld hold out a fufficient.

] , Time,
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Time, to give their Forces an Opportunity to affemble, in order to relieve
the Town. N either was this Expeftation altogether ill-grounded ; for the
Garrifon confined, as we have obferved above, of feventcen Battalions;
fix Companies of Invalids ; and three Squadrons of Dragoons; befides three
other Battalions in Fort Scarpe ; the whole under the Command ofthe brave
and vigilant General Jlbergotti : But the Enen”~ did not cxpcft to be in-
vefted folbon ; wherefore a great Number of Officers were abfent from their
refpeftive Pofts, fome of whom were taken, as they endeavoured to get
into the Place.

VhatealkQn the Third of May, at Break of Day, the Duke of Marlborough, de-

Louay taken. Cach’'d a M ajor-General, and fix Thoufand Men from the Camp, with fix
Pieces of Cannon, and two Hauibitzcrs, to attack Chatcau-Louay, a little to
the North of Doway, which they took ; and the Garrifon, conlilting of two
Hundred and forty Men, furrendered Prifoncrs of War. Ar they were
marching out, fome loofe Powder, which had been fcatter'd on the Ground,
happened to take Fire, which reaching fome Barrels of thre fame, that flood
near, blew up feveral Officers and Soldiers, on both Sides.

The neccffary Preparations for the Attack of Doway being made, forty

Battalipns were appointed for that Service, under the Command of the
Prince Anhalt-Dejfau, and the Prince of A™ajlau~Friczlanci, both Generals
of the Foot; with four Lieutenant-Generals, Viz. the Earl ofOrkney, Ge-
neral JVithers, the Prince of Holfiein-Beck, and C-ount Dhona ; who had
under them, eight Major-Generals, and as many Brigadiers. French Hifto-
rians place the Prince of ~Jihault-Dejfau™ with halfof the General Officers,
under the immediate Command of Prince Eugene ; 2nd the Prince of Naffau-
Friezland with the other half, under the immediate Command of the Duke
o f Marlborough. . -

'f he Tren- the Night between the fourth and fifth o f N . S. the Trenches

ches opened were Opened at twq Attacks, on th€ North Side of the Scaipe, between the

before DO- Gates of‘O frf and Efgvmchien, the Reft of the Place being covercd by In-
tindations. Four BatfSons, and three Thoufand Workmen, were com-
manded for each Attack; and the W ork was begun in fuch good Order, that
the Men wdre covered, before they were perceived by the Town, which was
about Three in the Morning ; and all the Fire the Enemy rriade then, had
no other EfFeft, than to wound one Sergeant, and two private Men, and
kill one. ['he Day before, the Reftor of the Englijn LoWjoq at Doway,
having obtained Leave of t*e Duke of Marlborough to retire to Lijle, during
the Siege, was conduced thither* with his Students, to the Number*of
Threelcore.

About the fame Time, the French having fent a Party of a hunc~d

Horfe, from Bethme, to get Intelligence ofthe Army of the jellies, a Pa~"
of the Confederates™ which was patroling in the Plains of met witn e
them, and killing fifteen of them at the firft Difcharge, made the Reft Pri-
foners, with eight Officers, amongft w'hom were two Captains.

.The Be- ln the mean W hile, the Siege was carried on, after the ufual Manner, till
fieged make the Ninth of May\ when about Ten at Night, the Bcficgcd, tothe Number
a vigorous a Thoufand Foot, moft Grenadiers, and two Hundred Dragoons, made a
vigorous Sally, under the Command of the Duke of Montemar, a Brigadier,
againft;the Attack, commanded by the Prince OoiNaffau, putthe Workr
men, at firfli, into great Diforder, and levelled fome Places of the Parallel.

Colonel Sjitton'z Regiment, which was the firft that fupported the Pioncei”,
fuffered Verytrniich, and if we may believe the French Accounts, wdre quite
cut in Pieces; but Major-General Mackartncy, with the other R~giment” in
the Trenched coming up to their Relief, the Enemy were repulfed with a
confiderable Lofs, and purfued to their very Counterfcarp. This Aftion
was very hot, infomuch, that the JIIIKS had above three Hundred Men either
killed or wounded ; and amongft the latter, Lieutenant-Colonel Gledhild, of
Sutton\ Regiment; who being take*h Prifoner, and carric® into the Town,
ewas very civilly ufed by the"Governor. French Accounts fay, the Allas
had above four Hundred killed upon the Spot. The VLofs oi the pnemy

, was.
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was, however, far greater ; the Damage done to the Parallel, was repaired
the fame Night.

The Eighth, at Break of Day, a fmall Battery ofeight Pieces of C'annon, \ fmall.
and four Mortars being ready, at the Prinee of ~nhaJt's Attack”~ began to Sconce
play, with great Fury againft a little Sconce, in the Morafs, on the South
of the Town, and foon difmounted it; this proved a very good Piece of
Service j for the Enemy before had from thence greatly flank'd the fiight
of the Approaches, on that Side. The fame Night, the Befieged made a
fmall Sally, on that Side, likewife, but were repulfed with Lois. The
large Train of Artillery, for the Ufe of the Siege, arrived at the Camp on
the Ninth; and the fame Day, feveral HVindred of W aggons, belonging to
the Army, were fcnt to Tournay, to bring Ammunition from thence. On
the Eleventh, a Battery was compleated at each Attack, for twenty-four
Pieces of Canflon, and eight Mortars. The Approaches were alfo carried
on, with fuch great Application and Succefs, that, on the Twelfth, the Be-
(iegers advanced to tKc firft Ditch, which the Enemy had made fince the Re-
duftion of Tournay.

A Il this W hile, the Enemy’s Troops began to aflemblc in different Bo- Tlie Ene-
dies, near Bethune, Bapaume, Arras, Cambray, Landrecy, and behind the “v'ul'orces
River Somme; and the Marfhal de Ftllarsy whom the French Court had ap-
pointed to command their Forces in the Netherlands, and who had received,
at Paris, the News of the Trenches being opened before Doway, arrived ac
Peronne on the Fourteenth ofMay: Upon which aReportwas fpread, thathe
defigned to pafs the Scheld, between Bouchainand Denain, in order to advance
towards the Confederates, by the Plain of OJircvant, between the Scheldand
the Lower Scarpe. Hereupon, Prince Eugene, and the Duke of Marlborough
went, the Fifteenth in the Morning, to view the Poft of Arleux\ as alfo lo
furvey the Ground between that Place and the Lower Scarpe; and give Di-
regions for the markii™ out a Field of Battle, on the Plain towards Fak™i-
ciennesy in Cafe the Enemy fhould attempt to relieve Doivay, on that
Side.

On the Fourteenth, about Six in the Morning, thie Batteries of the Be-
fiegers being compleated at both Attacks, and mounted with thirty-eight
Pieces of Cannon, and thirty-two Mortars and Hawbitzers, they began to
play with great Fury on the Enemy’s Out-works: But chiefly on the Prince
of Anhalt'* side; becaufe the Ground on the other Side was fo boggy, chat
they could not carry on the Siege there, with *fo much Regularity and
Vigour.

On the Seventeenth of May in the Morning, the Befieged made another
Sally, with nine Companies of Grenadiers, towards the Left of the Left
Attack; but Colonel Prejlon, who commanded there, gave them fo warm a
Reception, that upon the firft firing of his Men, the Enemy retired in great
Confufioni and left above a Hundred Prifoners.

The Nineteenth, upon Advice that the French Forces were in Motion,
the Count de Feltz, General of the Imperial Horfe, and Lieutenant-General
Cadogany were detach’d® with four Thoufand Men, towards Arras; both to
view that Poffc, and the Ground thereabouts, and to get Intelligence of the
Enemy. W hen they returned, on the Nineteenth, they reported, that they
haid feen about twenty French Squadrons, under the Cannon of Arrasana

informed, that all the Infantry in that Place had marched that Morning
i~ftywards Dour, in their Rout to Peronne. The Twenty-firfl: at NigHt, the
Befired made another Sally on the Left, wherein feveral Men w'ere killed

both Sides. The Twenry-fecond atNight, the Befiegers on the Prince of
m\nhalraSidc, attack’d and took a little Horn-work, in the Frontof their Ap- A Horn-
proaches, with but little Lofs. Work t.kcn

N otwithstanding their former Difappointments, the Enemy made
®fourth Attem pt on the Trenches the Twenty-third at Night; but the Be-
fiegers, who had Notice thereof, having’'killed twenty of their M en, at the
vary firft Difcharge, the Reft retired with Precipitation. The fame Day,
the M arfhal de Villars advanced, with a large Body, of Horfe, towards the =«

7 R * Front
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f'ront of tte Confederate Camp* to fake a View thereof; but the Picqrtft
being ordered out, they retired, on their approaching. The MariTial He
niiai shad fet out on the Thirteenth of A/ajy, lor FCcrvnne, accompany’d b j
the 'Pictcnalff, and the Duke of Boutbon: He arrived, the fame Day, at
Cambray”™ where, having mtt the Duke of Berwick , Monficur Hefons, the
IVlarlhul de Motttcfquion, and the Bavarian Marlhal* Count d'~tco, they
held a grand Council of War j wherein it was rcfoived, to draw together
the FrcHch Army immediately™ in order to attempt the Relief of Domay.
Accordingly, the M arffial dt Villars fent Exprefles to the Reinforcements,
which were commanded to join him from the Upptr Rhine, to march with
the utmoft Diligence; and having* drawn all his Troops together, paffed
the Scheld the Twenty-fecond, and encamped, with his Right, near Bnu-
ckain, and his Left at Ribecour. According to the Marquis de ~incfs Ac-
count, the French Army then corrfifted-of one Hundred and fifty-three Batta-
lions, and two Hundred and fixty-two Squadrons*

Prince EMgency and the Duke of Marlboroaiht having received Intelli-
gence of this Motion of the Enemy’s, found it neceflarjr to make a new
Difpofition ofall their Forces, except thirty Battalions, which they left at the
Siege, and twelve Squadrons at Pont aRache. Accordingly, the Twenty-
fourth, all the Cavalry of his Grace’s Army marched over riie Scarpe, and
returned to their former Camp near Goulejdint or Gvulexfn; and the next
D ay, the Infantry moved the lame W ayj incamping with the Right over-
againft Htry, and the Left near Jlrleux. At the fame Time, Prince Eugene
made a Motion with his Army, and placed his Right at Jfe Its Ef~crchitn.-
In this Situation, they could repair immediately to either of the Fields of
Battle already marked out 5 and Roads were made for the Armies to march
in four Columns, either W ay, according to the next Motions th6é Enemy
lhould make: And as the feparated the two Armies, Bridges were
laid over that River, in fcveral Places, for the more eafy Communication of

the Troops.

The main This Diifcofition being made, a Council of W ar was held, wherein it
Counterjcarp concluded, that, in Cafe of a Battlej Pririce Eugem fhould command
Storm the confiliing o f T r o o p s j the Duke of Marlborough the

Left, compofed of the Englijh; and Count Tiliy in the Centre™ with the
Forces in die Pay of the States-GeneraL The fame Morni~, likewife, by
Break of Day, the Befiegers ftormed, and took the main Counterfcarp, on
the Prince of Anhalt”*sidfc; and began their Bridges over the Ditx:h, to the
main Breach in the Town-W all: At Night, the Befieged again made a Sally,
but were repulfed with Lofs.

The fame Day, alfo, upon Advice that the Enemy were in Motion, he
whole Army was ordered to be in a Readinefs to march. The Twenty-»
lixth, upon Intelligence, that the Enemy had extended their Line nearer to*
An as, their Left being within a League of that Place, and their Right at
Qify, the Confederate Generals juftly concluded, that they had fouiKl it im-
A fticable to attack them on the Side of Arieuxj and that, therefore, their
Dcfign was to march into the Plain of Lens, and try what they could do on
that Side. Accordingly, the French marched, on the Twenty-eighth, by
Blatigirs, Arras, and Mount St. Eloy. Hereupon, Prince Eugene extended
the Rfg”™ of his Aim y to Henin-Lietard; and the Duke of Marlborough rt-
pafled tHe with the Right W ing of his Army, incamped very nc-**,
the Left of the Prince of Savoy, and took up his Quarters at Efgfterchieni f
This Motion brought the two Armies very near the ftrong Camp, majked
out from Fitry to Montigny, beyond Henin-Lietard\ having the Village ot
Bois Bernard in Front, and that of Beaumont in the Rear: And for the
greater Security thereof, broad and deep Intrenchrrients were thrown up,
flanked with Redans; feveral Redoubts alfo were created, at four Hundred
Paces Diftance from each other j and Cannon‘drawn from the Lines of Cir-
cum'inllatiop, weiie mounted upon Batteries, whofe Shot trofs'd each other,

and commanded the whole Extent of the Camp.
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On the Twenty-eighth, and Twenty-ninth, th« Frcnch Army pafs'd the The /'W -
!Scarpej over eight Bridges, between and the Abbey of and mal~aShew

cHcamped with the Right at Rognelinconrtf near Airasy and their Lcfy at
St.Eleyt having the Hills before them. As foon as they had paffed
Scarpe, the M arlhal dtVillars caufed Powder and Ball to be dillributed to his
Troops, together with Bread for four Days; hereupon, the Dutch Infantry,
which had been left between Fttry and ~rlacXy on the*other Side ofthe Scarpty
under the Command of Count Tilly» were ordered, on the Thirtieth in the
Morning, to join the Duke of Marlbbrough'i Army j which, by this Time,
was reinforccd by the PruJfiuMs, Palatines™ and HtlJians, and by Jeveral De-
tachments, that had been recalled. ' At the fame Time, the Confederate:
received Intelligence, that the Marfhal de FiUars had pofitive Orders,
from the Court, to fight; that he had harangued the feveral Brigades of his
Army, and reprefented to them, that Things were come to fuch a Pafs, that
they mult either conquer or die ; and that for their greater Encouragement,
he nad ordered the Chaplains of his Army, to give the Troops a general
Abfolution. Upon all thefe Advices, the Allies had great Reafon to be-
lieve they (hould be attack’d ; and the Expeftation of a fudden Engagement
increafed greatly, when that Morning, about Eight a-Clock, the French
Army decamjring from Roquedinconrt, and Mount Ehy, marched in twelve
Columns between Frefne and Lefts; and one of their Columns advanced to
Bertricourt, with all their Generals, to view the Situation of the Confede-
rate Army. The Marfhals deVillars, and de Mo7itefquiou, were in the Centre
of the FrenchArm y, the Marfhal de Berwick on the Right, and the Marfhal
d'j~rco on the Left-- In this Manner they encampcd, with their Right to
TanpouXy and their Left at Noyellest alm oft within Cannon-fhot of the In-
trenchAients of the Confederates™

Upon the Approach of the Enen”, the Confederate Generals repaired to
their refpeftive Pofts, and all neceflary Di~ofitions were tnade to receive
them . The Cannon were placed on the Avenues leading to the Cam p;
and the Prince of Naffau, with twenty Battalions from the Siege, and ele-
ven more, from the Intrenchments between Dechy and Fierin, joined the
Grand Army j but the Marftial de Villars did not think his Superiority of
cen Thoufand Men fufficient to CounterballanCe the Advantage of the
Ground, on the Side of the Confederates; wherefore, after having continued
for fome Yim e at Bertricourt, within Musket-fhoc of the Confederatecam p,
he marched back, and joined XheCentre of his Army between Lensand Frefne:
He alfo made a Motion, foon after, tov/ards his and encamped between
Noyelles jfous Lens, and the Rifing Grounds of St. Laurens. Here he held

fiut dare not

agrand Council of War, with all the General Officersj who were unani-attonipt le,

moufly of Opinion, that it was impoflible to force fo formidable an Army,
and fo well intrenched, without running the Rifque oflofing that of France.
The Council being over, the Marflial de Villars ordered the General to be
beat, on the Fourm bf June, in the Middle of the D ay; after having been
four Days in the Prcfcnce of the Allies, and marched towards Arras, where
the Baggage had been left. However, he did not remove above a fmall
League from the Confederates; pofting his Right upon the Scarpe, near Gar™
verelle, his Lef towards Aunay”™ and his Centre at Telache. The M armM | de
f'illars imagined the Allies would have detached fome Troops from their
Entrenchments, to attack him in the Rearj and had taken all the necefTary

' Precao(;ions to give them a good Reception ; but the Confederate Generals,

whp, after the Example of that Great Duke of Parmd, Alexander Farnefe®
knew as well how to avoid fighting, as when to engage, were not to be
drawn to an Aftion, when the Enemy feemed to feek it: And as their only
View then was the Rcduftion of Doway, they refolved not to employ their
Forces any otherwife, than on the Defenfive. Hereupon, the Duke of Ber-
mcki who had only come to Flanders,to be afliftant to the M arfhal de Vil-
lars, in Cafe of rny Aftion, finding it was impoflible to temptithe Allies to
engage, fct out, foon after, for Courtj from whence he went afterwards to”

DauphinC'g
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Datiphinc, to take upon him the Command of the Army, which the King of
France was to have there.
The Confederate Generals finding the French durit not attack them,
rightly judged, that the Marfhal de Fillars had no other Defign, than to
a continual Alarm, and thereby fpin out the Siege; where-
thought fit to fend back the Troops, which they had drawn from
the Siege \ and thofe under General Fagel returned into the Lines, on the
other Side the Scarce. To prevent, however, any Surprize from the Ene-
my, Orders were given to join the feveral Redoubts made before the J'ront
of the Camp, by an Intrenchment, which reach’d from Alontign’\, at the E x -
tremity of the Right of Prince Eugene's Army, to Htry, on the Scarpe.
On the other Hand, Count Fehlen, General of the Palatines, was font with
a Detachment of eight Battalions, and ten Squadrons, to fecure the Pott of
Pont a Fendin, and hinder the Enemy from fending any Parties into the
Chatelenie o f Lijle.

The Communication between that City and Lifle being thus fecured, the
Siege of Doway, which had been retarded by all thefe Motions, was car-
ried on with all poffible Application anxl Vigour; notwithttanding all the
Obftaclcs the Allies met with in their Approaches, both by Realon of the
Difficulties of the Ground, and the refolute Defence of the Garrifon. On
the Twenty-ninth of May, the Befieged made another Sally on the Right
Attack, and penetrated into the Trenches; but they were repulfed, after a
bloody Conflitl, with the Lofs of about an Hundred Men, and twenty-five
O fficers. They fent then to defire a Ceflation of Arms, for burying the
Dead; but upon a Sufpicion, that their chief Defign was to make ufe of
that Interval to perfeft fome W orks, their Requefl was denied. On the
Thirtieth, a Party of the Garrifon of Fort Scarpe made a Sally, and ad-

fiegcd make yanced toviVixdt Pont a Rache, with intent to have intercepted the Bread-
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but Colonel Caldwell, who commanded there, with

three Hundred Dragoons, vigorouHy repulfed them, notwithftanding he
had the Misfortune to be wounded, in the Purfuitj in one of his Arms. On
the lall: of May, the Garrifon of the Town made another vigorous Sally
but the Villages of Dechy”™ Sains, Nazieres, Fieren, and Pont a Rache; and
having taken Part of General FageVs Equipage, which he had left at Dechy.
returned into the Town with it, and a great Number of Cattle- *
T he Befieged ftill went on in defending their Out-works, with the utm ofl
Obftinacy ; making frequent Sallies, and fpringing a great Number of
M ines: Notwithftanding all this, Oxi the Fifth of June, the Confederates
made two Lodgments, on the Glacis of the Comiterfcarp-, at the Right
Attack; as allb Lodgments on the Right, and on the Left of the
Left Attack of the Counter/carp of the Ravelins, and fired with great Fury
from the Batteries of Cannon, and Mortars, to drive tlie Enemy from theii
‘Traverfes. Neverthelefs, in the Night between the Fourteenth ajid Fif-
teenth, the Befieeers perfected a Lodgment on the Cover'd IFay, at the
Right Attack ; and repaired the Damage their Works had received at the
Left, by the prodigious Number of Bombs, which the Enemy had thrown
into them. On the Sixteenth, at Four in the Morning, the Befiogers began
to fi#te from a Battery of feven Pieces of Cannon, againft the Ravelins, and
made a Li-ne of Communication atthe Left Attack. The fame Night, they,*

likew ife, Tprung fwo Mines at the y\ttack, with fo much Succefs, that
the Enemy abandoned all their Places of Arms, and the Befiegers made a
Lodgment at both the Attacks. *

the Seventeenth, they flormed a high Ravelin, which had very much
obftruOed their Advances towards the main Breach ; and carried it with very
Lofs. This done, they brought feveral Picces of Cannon upon their
Batteries, and fired with fucn good Succefs, that the Breaches in the RuvC'
lins were jadged wide cnou” to be ftormccl
At the fame Time, the Duke of Marlborough fufpeiting that the French
attempt to feixe the Poft of Bioche, on the Scarpe, about hall a

‘League from Fttry, went thither in Perfon, with Count Tilly™ and reinforct-d

the
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the Troops pofted there, with eighty Men; giving poficive Orders to the
commanding O fficer, to defend himl'elf to the laft Extrem ity, and alluring
him, he Ihould be fupportcd in Time: Notwithftanding which, either out
of Cowardice, or Treachery, he furrendered the Place, that very Night,
about Nine, upon the Approach of the Enemy; and two Captains, with
as many Lieutenants, and Enfigns, and a Hundred and fifty Men, were taken
Prifoners. However, the French rightly judging, that they ftiould never be
able to maintain that Foil, abandoned it the next Morning early, after
having done fbome Damage to the Sluice; which the Allies foon repaired,
upon their taking PoiTefTion thereof again.

The fame Morning, the Generals ot the FrcnchArmy went, with.;about two An Inter-
Hundred Officers, to take a Viewofthe Inundation made by the Allies, on the
other Side tRe Scarpe, between that River and Bouchain: And the heredi- Hereditary
tary Prince of Hefje-Cojfel happening to be there, the Marfhal dc FiUars'Pnnce of
fent to know, whether his Highnefs would give him Leave to pay his Re-
fpefts to him ? The Prince readily gave his Confent, and advancing, with
fome Officers, to meet the Marflial, told him, he was very glad of the f/ntars. ‘™
Opportunity of being acquainted with him ; Hereupon, they exchanged di-
vcrsCompliments, and Monfieur deVillars prefented the M arfhals dc Berwicky
de Montefquiou, and d'Jrcoy with the Duke of Bourbon, and the Pretender™
to his Highnefs. Upon his prefenting the latter to him, he faid to the
Prince, This is the Chevalier de St. George, and added, with a Smile, Tou
know. sir, well enoughwhohe is. A fter this, Monfieur dcVillars obferving fix
Squadrons of Horfe drawn up pretty near, asked his Highnefs why they were
there ; and being anfwered., that it was in Refpeft, and Civility to him, he
reply’t?; that he was very well acquainted with thofe Troops, and alfo with
their Gallantry. The Marihal then invited his Highnefs to come to hit
Camp, and honour him with his Company at Dinner; adding, that he
would command his Army to their Arms, and entertain his Highnefs with
the Sight of it; but the Prince anfwered, that he could not accept of his
Compliment at prefent, but that another Opportunity might offer, when he
lhouldbe glad of it; adding, That it depended on the King of France alonCf
Jhortly to procure the fame. Hereupon, they parted, with mutual Civili-
ties, the Prince returning to his Pofl, and the French Generals to their
Camp.

The Duke of Marlborough, and Prince pMgene, thought themfelvCvS, bv
this Time, pretty well affured, that thtf Frcnchwould not venture to attack
them, in their advantageous Pofl; but they had fome Reafon to believe,
they intended to continue in their Camp, lietween Montauhan, and Noyclles-

~fous-Lens; though itwere only to keep the Confederates in a conflant Alarm ;
efpecially as they had thrown up Intrenchwients to cover their Left. How-
ever, having fufFered very much there, for want of W ater, they made a
M otion, on the Fourth ot Jufie, about a League backwards, and encamped
with their Right at Pampcux, and their Left at Mount Fimin-, where they
confumed all the Forage in the Neighbourhood of Arras.

As the Garrifon of JJoway continued flill to defend them felvcs, with the Diwycon-
utmoft Obftinacy, Vnncc Eugene, that he might not be an idle Speftator ot-
the Siege, formed a Defign to furprize Tpres: He confidered, that the De-

“"Enemy, when they affembled their Army, had reinforced it’by many fence; up-
\ Troops drawn out of the Frontier Towns; and that having tl*ereby very Which,
miich weakened the Garrifons in thofe Places, the Attempt might be very
feafible; He fent, therefore, a Detachment from the Army for that Purpofe, Oefign to
on Pretence of reinforcing the Pofts of fVarneton™ and Comincs, and ftreng-furprize
thening the Garrifons of Lijle and Alenin. The Troops appointed to put
this Defign in Execution, marched from thofe Places the Ninth of June, at
Night. About Two in the Morning, the advanced Party, who were to have
fccured the Gatsj had it opened to them, as had been before concerted;
hut they found the Enemy within Ib ready to receive them , that they
thought it befl to retire, and the whole Detachment returned to their for *
mer Pofls. On the Twelfth, the Duke of Marlbc™oiighreviewed the Britijh
Numb. X X X IL *7 S ’ Horfe,
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Horfe, and Dragoons, which he found compleat, and in excellent good
Condition.

By the Sixteenth ofJme, the Confederate Troops before Doivay had lodged
them felves on the Cover'd-fVay, at both Attacks; obliged the Enemy to
abandon all their Places of Arm sand made the neceffury Difpofitions for
ftorming tht Ravelin; upon which, the Bcfieged made fevcral Signals of
Diftrefs. The Marflial de V.llars, having Intelligence thereof, again gave
out, that he was refolved to attack the Confederates”™ in order to relieve
Doway : And to make this Pretence pafs mutter the better, he again crofs'd
the Scarpe, near Arrasy oa the Sevenfeenth; and returned to the Camp he
was in the Twenty-eighth of May \ with his Left xXOfi'’Axds Arras™ and his
Right towards Oify™ near Arleux. This Report, however, appeared very
improbable ; not only becaufe the Duke of Berwick™ who hau come to the
FrenchArmy, on purpofe to be afliftant to the M arlhal, as we obfervcd
above, in cafe of an Aftion, had left it fuddenly, in order to repair to
Dauphine ; but alfo becaufe the Marfhal had detach'd fevcral Battalions, to
reinforce the Garrifons of thofe Places, which were moft likely to be ex*
pofed to the Attem pt? of the Confederates™ after- the Rcduftion of Doway,
However, the Duke of Marlborough, with his ufual Vigilanct', in order to
be ready at all Events, caufed his Horfe to decamp the fame Evening ; and
having palTed the Scarpe, at Vitry, took Pofleflion of the Camp they had
been in before, between Vitry and Arleux. They were followed, the next
Morning, by the Infantry ; but Prince Eugene ftaid on the other Side of the
Scarpe,'X.0 guard the Intrenchments; he was ready, neverthelefs, to have
joined his Grace, upon the firft Motion of the Enemy.

A Il Things being prepared, as we have obferved above, to ftoFm the
,two RawvcUns at the Left Attack, the Troops, commanded for that Service,

with Abundance *of Bravery ; but met v/ith fo vigorous a Re-
fiftance, that great Numbers of Men were killed on both Sides. At laft,
the Befiegers took Poft on the Ravelin of Earth, above the Breach on the
Ram part; but at the other Ravelin®™ which was of Stone-work, they could
not lodge them felves any farther, than on the Top of the Breach ; and the
Miners found it very difficult to work there, by Reafon of feveral Wool-
Packs that were fet on Fire, and caufed an intolerable Smother and Stench,
by the fpringing of fix Mines; Viz. three Fougades, two large Mines, and
one at the Ravelin on the Right; whereby many of the Confederates were
blown up.

The 'I'wenty-fecond, at Nighf, a Dctachment of the Befiegers, ftipported

another from the Grand Army, opened the Trenches before Fort Scarpe.
The fame Evening, the Befieged fprung two Mines, at the Stone Ravelin,
on the Left; which was fo far frcwn doing any Detriment, that it proved of
Advantage to the Befiegers; becaufe i# gave them an Opportunity to make a
good Lodgment there, which they perfeftcd the next Night. The Be-
fiegers then went on in enlarging their Lodgments, carrying on their Saps,
and laying of Bridges, till the Twenty-fourth of Jmie, about Three in the
Morning ; when all the Difpofitions befng made the Night before, for at-
tacking the two Ravelins, at the Right Attack, the Prince of Anhalt or-
dered them to be ftormed. This Attack proved Icfs bloody, and more fuc*
cefsful than the former; for after a fmall Reliftance, the Allies lodg’'d them -

N

felves on both thofe Ravelins; and began, in the Night, to fill up tljp main’ /

Ditch, and to make Galleries over it. . *

Things being thus brought to the laft Extremity, on the Twenty-fifth
of June, at Two a-Clock in tht? Afternoon, the Garrifon of Doway thought
fit to beat a Parley; and offered to capitulate for the Town only, without

rifon of De-including Fort Scarpe, but this was refufcd. After a little farther Confulta-

tion, therefore, they fent out the following Hoftages to the two Attacks:
M onfieur de Valory, a Major-General, with a Colonel, *and Lieutenant-
~Coloncl, to the Prince of Anhalt; who, in return, fent into theTown Major-
“General du TroujJcl, coionel Beveren, and Lieutenant-Colonel Morewitz ;
and Monfieur jw Major-General, with a Colonel, and-Lieutenant-

b Colonel,
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Colonel, to the Prince Of A’ajjau, at the othel* Attack} in Exchange for
which, his Highnefs lent into the Town M ajor-General f{"afaiaer, with a
Colonel, and Lieutenanc-Colonel, of the Troops that were in the Trenches.
The French were immediately conducted to the Quarters of the Duke of
Marlborough, where they were again told, that no Capitulation lliould be
granted to the Town, without including Fort Scarpc. Hereupon, they wrote
to Monfieur Jilhcrgottij and, in the mean Time, Orders were given to the
Troops in the Trenches, to hold themfelves in a Readinefs, to.renew the
Hofhiities, upon the firft Order j but the Twenty-fixch, in the Morning*
M onfieur Jlhcrgotti gave Notice, that he was willing to furrender that Fort,
at the fame Time with the Town, but that the fame not having been at-
tack’'d, he demanded, asjbis Right, to remove all the Provifions and Am m u-
nition that ~"ere therein. This Pretenfion occafioned a Conference, in the
Quarters of Prince of Savoys and at lail, the Capitulation for the
Town and Fort was agreed on, by Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlborough™
and the Field-Deputies of the States, on one Partj and Monfieur Albeigotti

on the other; The Articles were as follows*

1. That the Popijh Religion fliould continue there, without Altera-
« tion.
2.« That the Gate of Morel fliould be delivered up, the Tw”™erty-

feventh of Junct to the AIllies, and the Garrifon fliould march out the

Twenty-ninth.
3. That there lhould be a Ceflation of Arms during that Time.

4. “ That none of the Allies fliould come into the Town till the
Twenty-ninth.
5. « That all Officers, both M ilitary* and Civil, fliould march out the

Twenty-ninth, with the ufual Marks of Honour, fix Cannon, two Mortar-
Pieces, and two Diys Provifion ; and fliould be conduftcd to Cambray.

6. “ That all the French King’'s Servants ihould be allowed either to
“ march out, or to flay three Months to fettle their Aff*airs.
7. " That the Allies fliould furnifli a Hundred W aggons, and fix Hun-

dred Horfes, for the Ufe of the Garrifon.
8. “ That the Sick and Wounded fliould be allowed to flay where they
were, till cured, and fliould be furnifhed with Carriages when they went

** ogut *

9. »That the Garrifon fliould have fiX cover'd Waggons, which fliould

not be vifited.

lo. That no Soldier fliould be taken out of his Rank, as he marched
out, except he were a Deferterj but that any that pleafed might enter
into the Service of the Allies.

11. =« That no Man, in the FrenchKing's Service* fliould have his Per-
fon, or Goods, arrefl:cd for Debt, provided he gave good S8c'curity for

“ paying it.
12. That the Garrifon fliould carry out what Cattle they had paid
for.
13. " That the Wives and Children of the Frexch Officers, fliould be al-
* Jlowed to fliay three Months in the City, and fliould have PafTports
gratis.
14. That thofe who belonged to the King’s W orks, flioulji Tiave the
fame Liberty.
15. « That for fuch Houfes as had been burnt, or pull’d down by the
** Garrifon, the Damages fliould be fettled# according to the Capitulation
of Liyle. ~o
16. “ That no Horfes taken by Parties, and fold to theTownfmen”
fliould be taken from them.
17. * That all Arms, Clothes, an3other Things belonging to the Gar-

rilbn. fliould be fent, in two Months, whither they thought fit, without

paying for any Thing but Carriage.
18. “ That

»
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18. “ That none of the King’s Servants fhould be detained for his
Debts, provided they leftH oftages.

19. “ That upon delivering up the Gate, the Governor fhould have
Palfports for fuch Couriers, as he fhould have a Mind to fend to the Mar-
fhal dc Villars, or the King his M after.

20. “ That the Hoftages, on both Sides, fhould be exchanged, on ful-
filling this Capitulation.

21. “ That the Magiflrates, and Burghers, fhould give an Account of

all Bonds from the Garrifon to them.

22. " T hat the Inhabitants fhould have Liberty to flay three Months,
** or to go where they pleafed with their EfFefts.

23. “ T hat all Officers, and Soldiers, taken on both Sides, fliould be

exchanged with thofe of their own Rank, and an Equivalent given for
** |jeutenant Gledhill, who was to be exchanged for Colonel St. ANark.

24. “ That what belongs to the Univerfity, Colleges, School, Magl-

ftrates. Revenues, C. fhould be given an Account of by the Citizens;
“ as alfo of what belonged to Monfieur Hujtiti's Manufadure. Belides, ic

was demanded by the ZiUies, and agreed, that Com miffary Bermont fhould

remain a Hoflage for the King’s Debts, and the Magazines and Mines

fhould be delivered up : That thofe who had any Effefts in France,
“ fhould have Liberty to go and look after them, and all Prifoners in gc-

neral fhould be given up on both Sides: And that the- Garrifon of Fort

Scarpe fhould march out at the fame Time, with two Cannon, as many
** cover'd W aggons, twenty others, two Days Provifion, and leave their
“ Muskets in the Magazine.”

€

PURSUANT to this Capitulation, the Morcl-Gate, and the Out-Works of

Fort Scarfe, were delivered up to the Confederates, on the Twenty-feventh
N.S. and CommifTaries were appointed to take PofTeflion of the

M agazines, and to view the Mines, which were to be difcovered by the
Garrifon. Thus was Doway taken, after a mofl obflinate Defence; and ic
mufl be obferved, to the Honour of the Governor Albergotti, and the Gar-
rifon, that it was defended as bravely as it was attack’'d; and that he did not
offer to beat a Parley, till fifty Days after the opening of the Trenches; and
that he only furrenaered then, that he might not facrifice the Remainder of
thofe brave Fellows, who* had feconded him fo gallantly, in thirty-two
Sallies he made during the Siege, ‘wWherein he had above three Thoufand
Men killed. The uilUies had ~about eight Thoufand either killed or
wounded.

mThe brave Marquis d'Alhergotti was entertained the fame Day, by the
'Prince of Najfau-Friezland, as he was the Twenty-ninth by the Duke of
Marlborough™ who gave an Account of this important Conqucft to the States-
Generali in the following Letter.

High and MiGHTr Lords,

Your High Alightinejfcs will, | hope, be pleafed to allow me the Ho-

** pour to congratulate you upon the Surrender of the City of Doway, and.
** [\i0 0i Fort Scarpe, according to the Articles which your High Mighti®
n™es will receive from jour Deputies. It were to be wifhed, that this
new ConquefV, with which it has pleafed God to blefs the Arm s'of the
Allies, would induce France to conclude a juft and reafonable Peace," to

the Tranquility of Europe. am, with very great Rcfpefb,
From the Camp before High and M ightv Lords,
Doway, June 27, Tour High Mightincffes
17*0* ' Moji Humble, and mofi

Obedient Sei'vaiit,

The Prince, and Duke of M arlborough.

Ok
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On the Twenty-ninth in the Morning, the Marquis cl'Jilbergdtti came
out of Doivay, at the Head of his Garrifon, which was reduced to four
Thoufand five Hundred and twenty-feven efFeftive Men ; and having pafled
by Prince Eugene, and the Duke of Marlborough, marched to I'ome I)iftance
and then came back, and ftaid with them till all his Troops were gone
off. He then dined with the Duke of Marlborough, as we obferved before «
which done, he followed his Garrifon, who were conduced to CamBray, un-
der an Efcortc of two Hundred and fifty Dutch Horfe, of SI Gravcnmoer\
Regiment. As foon as the Frcnch were departed, one Saxon, and fiye Dutch
Battalions, marched into the Place; of which Lieutenant-General Hompcfcbh
took PofTefliion as Governor; as did Bijigadier des Roques™ Engineer-General
to the States, of Fort Scarpe, at the fame Time, having been appointed
Commandant thereof. The Generals going afterwards into the City, to
view it, found therein forty Pieces of Brafs Cannon, two Hundred Iron ones,
eight Mortar-Pieces, and a good Quantity of Ammunition and Small Arm s;
but a very fmall Store of Provifions.

The next Day, Prince Eugetie, and the Duke of Marlhoroughy with the
Deputies of the States-Gemral, went into the Town, in order to take a fe-
cond View thereof, and were met by the Univerfity in a Body, and compli-
mented fevera~ly. That to the Duke of Marlborough was made by Menire
Adrian Delcourt, chancellor of the Univerfity, and Provoft of St. Pcta'i
College, and was as follows.

My Lord,

W e come to affure your Highnefs of our moft humble Refpe£ts, and
of th<* inviolable Fidelity we (hall obferve towards dur new Sovereign.
« 'Tis with much Pleafure, and Juftice, that we pay you our Devoirs.
can never fufficiently revere a Sovereign Prince of the Empire, a Duke,
a GeneraiiJ/imo of the Armies of Great Britain, and a Hero, whofe Victo-
ries and Conquefts have aftoniflied the Univerfe. Germ anythe Lozio-
Countries, my Lord, are the Eye-witnelTes of your Hcroick Aftions. You
* have beaten your Enemies at Hochjiet, at Ramillies, at Oudcnarde, and
at Blaregnies; you have forced the Lines in Germany, which feemed im -
penetrable; and you have entered others in Brabant, by an extraordinary
cf piece of Conduft, in view of a powerful Army, who gained nothing
thereby but Confufion. You have conquered the Bifboprick of Liege,
the Spanijh Gueldcrland, Brabant, Flajiders, and Part of Hainault. You
go on from Conqueft toConqueft; and the leaft Step you advance far-
ther, you fubdue a whole Kingdom . W e do not compare you, my Lord,
to the Heroesof Antiquity, whofe great Aftions were fully’'d by all forts
of Vices; you are %Hero, w ife,I'em perate, Juft,Affable, Generous,and
equally averfe to Cruelty and Debauchery. It is no Wonder then, that
the Emperor has created you a Prince of the Empire; that tlre ~cch gf
Great Britain has advanced you to the higheft Honours, and crowned you
with repeated Favours; that the Parliament have given you all manner
of Proofs/)f their Efteem and Afiedion; and that the French them felvts,
on a thoufand OccaiJons, have founded forth yourPraifes. W e might be
expofed”™ in a Revolution, to fome Storms, inconfiflrent with the Peace
and Tranquility, which arc fo abfolutely neceffary to make the Sciences
flourifh. But we fhall have no Reafon to have any uneafy A pprehen-
fions,* if you will be pleafed to grant us the Favour we mofi humbly re-
jruefl of you, which is your Proteftion. W e fhall be infinitely obliged
to you for it, my Lord, and we will offer up our Prayers to Goi), for the
Queen oiGreat Britain, for your Highnefs, and for the happy Ilfue of all
your Enterprizes.”

To this handfome Speech, his Graca was pleafed to give the following
Anfwer.
7 T Gentfe-

- k

Compliment

Duke of
Marlborough
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Gentlemen,

« YouR Obedience to your new Sovereign, will render you afTurcd of the
<c Proteftion of the ~w~ccn my Miftrefs, and of her High Alim j and you
no Reafon to queftion, but that, on all Occafions, | will do you all the

good Offices in my Power, to procure you all the Advantages which can
be of any Ufe to you, and which may be anfwerable to your beft W ifhes;
fince the Aliks have only taken up Arms, to re*eftablifli the publick Tran-

* quility, and rhe Scicnces muft flourifliofCourfe, by the Return of Peace,
which they ardently court and defire.”

The farce Gentleman made a Compliment of the fame Nature to Prince
Eugene, as did the sSieur Brjffault, Law 'Profcflbr, to the Deputies of the
States.

T he Reduf£lion ofthis important Place, undoubtedly, coft the Allies very
dear, but becaufe the French w riters, who are generally given to Romancing,
magnify’d their Lofs greatly, the Confederates publifti'd the enfuing LiJ}.

A n exaft LiJ} of the Killed and Wounded, on the Side of the Confede-
rates, at the Siege of Doway. *

T hree Lieutenant—CoIoneIsj as many M ajors; twenty-three Captainsj
thirty-five Subalterns ¢ one Hundred Sergeants; and one Thpufand eight
Hundred and ninety-nine private Men killed : Two Lieutenant-Colo-
nels; four Majors; fifty Captains; one Hundred and fifty-two Subalterns;
two Hundred and forty-nine Sergeants; five Thoufand two Hundred and fixty-
feven private Men wounded. O fthe Artillery, fifty-four killed, and ninety-
lix wounded ; Engineers thirteen killed, and thirty-three wounded ; Miners
twelve killed, and as many wounded. Total killed at both Attacks, two
Thoullind one Hundred and forty-two Officers and Men ; and five Thoufand
eight Hundred and fixty-five wounded ; in all eight Hundred Officers and
M en; which the Fre?ich, and efpecially the Marquis de ~iticy, with hi»
ufuai Modelty and Veracit}', magnify to twelve or thirteen Thoufand.
T he h'nglijh, in particular, loft, of Lieutenant-General park's Regiment;
three Sergeants, and ninety-one private Men killed; one Major, two Cap-
tains, eight Subalterns, ten Sergeants, and one Hundred ninety-fevcn com-
emon Soldiers wounded. o f Mordaunfs Regiment; one Subaltern, fev~n
Sergeants, and forty-two private Men killed ; and two Captains, five Subal-
terns, nine Sergeants, and one Hundred and feventy-three Soldiers wounded.
O f Sabine's Regiment; one Captain, one Subaltern, five Sergeants, and fort)’-
rine private Men killed ; and two Captains, feven Subalterns, ten Sergeants,
one Hundred thirty-feven Soldiers wounded. O f Primrofe™s Regim ent; one*
Captain, fix Sergeants, and twenty-nine private Men killed ; and two Cap-
tains, feven Subalterns, fix Sergeants, and one Hundred forty-two Soldiers
wounded. o f Prejion's Regiment; one Captain,three Sergeants, and forty-
feven private Men killed ; and one Captain, five Subalternj, eleven Ser-
geants, and one Hundred feventy-fivp Soldiers wounded. o f Hamilton»
Regiment; one Subaltern, fix Sergeants, and feventy-five Soldiers killed,
and two Captains, three Subalterns, five Sergeants, and one Hundred aod
twenty Soldiers wounded. O f Sutton's Regiment; one Majpr, three Ca”
tains, br\e Subaltern, and one Hundred and ten private Men killed ; » /
one Lieutenant-Colonel, three Captains, four Subalterns, nine Sergeants,
and one Hundred and four Soldiers wounded. OfHOI”lcyVVOOd’\ Reginflent j
two Subalterns, eight Sergeants, and feventy private Men Kkilled ; and three
Captains, as many Subalterns, fix Sergeants, and one Hundred and fixty-
four Soldiers wounded. Total of the Englijhmen killed five Hundred and
feVenty, and one Thoufand three Hundred and thirty-nine wounded.

i
T he fol'lowing Medal was ftruck on Occafion of the Alies entering the

French Lines, and on the Reduction of Doway,
Ok
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On the Face the Slueen™ Bujio, with a Crown of Laurel, and this In-A Medal

fcription : ftmclconthj*
Reduction of

A N N A Augujla. That Is, j4nne the Auguft. Dway,

Oon the Reverfc, was reprefcnted a Monumental Pillar™ with Trophies™ on
which Viffory hangs a Shield, crown’d with a Mural Crown, wherein are
infcribed thefe Words Sglus Provincia ; that is, the Safety of the Province:
At a Diftance is a Man unarmed™ and jlying before a IVoman armed with a'
Spear, Shield, and Helmet, like Pallas, and meant to reprcfent the “een ;
with this Infcription

VaUo Gallorum Diruto. Thatis. The Lines ofthe Frenchbeing levell'd.

In the EXergue ;

Et Diiaco Capto. M .DCC .X . That is, and taken 171 0.

The Confederate Armies continued few Days in their refpeftive Cam ps, Motions of
near Doway ; both to give fome Refrefhmenc to the Men employ’d in the Conftdt-
Sicge, and to™ fee the lrenches and other Works levell’d ; this done, on the Armiei.
7"cnth of Juncy N . S. in the Morning, all the detach'd Troops being come
into the Line, both Armies march’'d from before Doway; and that under
the Command of the Duke of Marlborough encamped at Fitry, with their
mi eft at Montauhan, and their Right at Tclu; whillt that under the Condutt
of Prince Eugene, extended from the Left at Telu, to the Right at the open-
ing of the Plain, between the Scarpe, and the Souchets. There they were
moblige(™ to halt the next Day, till their Baggage and Bread-W aggons came
up ; which had been kept behind by the Badnefs of the Roads, caufed by
the hard Rains, which had fallen for feveral Days fuccefTively.

On the Twelfth, the Armies moved from Vitry, to the Camp %x.\Viilers-
Bruliny extending from the Right, upon the Source of the Lave, to the
Souchets, and having the Scarpe before them. By this Situation, their Par-
ties had a free and open Range, to make Excurfions into the Enemies Coun-
try, from the Boulounois to Picardy. ‘J'he M arflial de Villars, having
been rejoined, by the Detachments he had fent out, under the Command
o f thQ ChevixYicx deLuxemburgh, and Monfieur and having drawn
out the' Garrifons of Conde, ~efnoy, Valenciennes, and Combray, now would
have been the Time for him to have hazarded an Engagement, had he been
fo fond of Fighting, as he pretended to be fix Weeks before : But, inftead
of expefting the Confederates in his Camp* between Arras, and Oify, he re-
tired behind his new Lines, from Arras, above the Crinchsn, towards Mira-
mont. The Defign of the Confederates was to have march’'d to Arras, and
to have befieged it; after which, nothing could have prevented their pene-
trating to the Heart of France, by Picdrtfy : But this Situation of the Mar-
fhal de Villars, who faw their Intent, rendering it imprafticable for the
Allies either to inveft that Place, or to attack the Enemy, Prince Eugene,
and the Duke of Marlborough, refolved to employ their viftorious Troops,
in the Siege of Bethune, a ftrong Town in the Earldom of Artois: Accord-
Jngly, it was invefted the Fifteenth of"\uly, N.S. by twenty-five Battalions,
and eighteen Squadrons.

This Place, which is one of the moft confiderable in the Eavldom ofBsthum'm
Artoisf is fix Leagues diftant from Lijle, and Doway, and five from Arras, veftcd.
It fell into the Heads of France in 1*645 'm which Time, Lewis X IV . had
be.en of a confiderable Expence on its Fortifications. It had, when the Allies
befieged it, fix Baftions , an old Caftle, feveral Ravelins, and Half-Moons,
and almoft every whore a double Counter/carp. Monfieur de Puy Vauban, a
Lieutenant-General, and Nephew to the famous M arfhal, and Engineer,
Monfieur de Vauban, commanded the Garrifon, which confifted of nine
I'honfand Men ;*for the Marfhal de Villars, having pafled the Scarpe, the

Eleventh of JiM, with Intent to-cover Picardy, had thrown Reinforce-»
. ments

S »
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ments into Nire, Bethune, st. Vcnantt and Tpres, which he left to rely upon
their own Strength, whilft he went and covered Cambray on one Side, aivJ
Arl"astand St. Omers, on the other.- It is pretended™ however, that Bcthu?ie
was not fo well provided with other Neceffaries for its Defence, as with
Men.

The Tren- A 1l the Preparations that were requifite, having been made for this Siege,

ches opened, the Trenches were opened, between the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth,
at one Attack, and on the Twenty-feventh at Night> at the other; the latter
under the Connmand of Monfieur Schuyhmhurghy General of the Saxon
Troops ; and the former, under the Direftion of Baron Fageh General of
the Dutch Infantry. They had under them, the Lieutenat-Generals Pal-
landt and Fing ; the Major-Generals Primrofe, Crone, Vertmiiller, and Vi-
coufe-] as alfo four Brigadiers. Lieutenant-General ff oodcom manded the Ca-
valry. W e fhall not trouble our Readers with a particular Detail of this
Siege, which was not attended with any very remarkable Circum ftances j
wherefore, we fhall only take Notice of the moft M aterial.

On the Twenty-fourth, the Garrifon made a vigorous Sally, and a Difpute
enfued, wherein abouta hundred Men were killed on each Side, and a great
many wounded. On the Thirty-firft, or, as Monfieur Ronffet fays, on the
Thirtieth the Works were fufpended for twenty-four Hours,,by Reafon of
a Motion made by the Marfhal de Fillars. After having made a general
Review of all his Forces on the Twenty-feventh, he ordered them, on the
Thirtieth, to march out of their Intrenchmenjts, behind the Crinchon, and to
advance in eight Columns, as far as Hahar\ which iswithin a fmall League
of Atibigny. As this March was made without Beat of Drum ; and as it

The Trench was pofitively given out, that they would light the Confederates, if they
come out of attem pted another Siege ; it was now believed they would have done< fo, and
trc'ncd” had a Defign to have furprized them ; fince the Jllies Iying in an open
mcnts.'but Cam p, without any Intrenchments, gave them the faireft Opj;)ortunity fo to
avoid a Bat-do, that they could have wilb’d. W herefore, the Duke of Marlborough,

. and Prince Eitgene, drew up tlaeir Army in Order of Battle, and recalled the

Prince of HeldJe-Caffel, who was pofled with a ftrong Detachment, between

Lens, and Im Bajfee, to fecure the Convoys from Li/le, and Toiirnay, Thefe

Difpofitions for a Battle being made, the Duke of Marlborough advanced

the Firft of Augnfl, at the Head of a Detachment, to reconnoitre the French

Army : But he found the Enemy, inflead of being fo ready to fight, were

throwing up a new Line,*and deep Intrenchments, according to Cuftom.

For the Marfhal de Villars finding the Confederates prepared to receive

him ; and being arrived, with the Rightof his Army, at Montenencourty at

the Head of the Scarpe”™ and thd® Lcjt at Bertancourty towards the Head of

the Canche, immediately fet his Men at W ork, as ufual, upon throwing up

deep Intrenchments before his Army, from the Source of the Canche, to that

of the Scarpe-y in order to cover, by this Means, all the Country, from the

Sea to the Mae/e: For the Canche ferved them inlliead ofa Line, from the

Sea to Hefdin; from thence, they had made Intrenchments to the Scarpe,

And throw ferved as a Line to Arras ; and from thence to Cogneuly where that
lip new In- River changesitsName to that of the which goes as far $s Bouchain;
trenchments from thence, the Schcld ferred for a Line as far as Valenciennes ; where they
tenl|' AN Lines thrown up the Year before, by S"ttefrny, as far as Maubeuge-, fronj

whence Sombre went on as far as Namur™

Bv tKis.it was evident, that the M arfhal de Pillars had no Thoughts of
raiifing the Siege of Bethune; fince all his Proceedings look'd more like the
Behaviour of a Man that was afraid oif being attack’'d him felf, than Bf a
General who intended to attack others; wherefore, the Allies fent back the
Troops they had recalled from the Siege, which the Generals Fagel, and
Schiiykmbiirgh, pufh’'d on with the utmoft Vie;our.

On the Twenty-fourth 0S Augujt, tht Right wing of 'Ptiucc Eugene'%
Army, being out a foraging, towai'ds St. Pol, jnear the Enemy’s Camp,
under a Guard of five Hundred Horfe, and one ThonhnjiDanijh and Hef-

Jian Foot, the Marfhal df Villars, who had Notice thereOT, the Njght be-
fore.
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fore, detach'd thirty Squadrons, under the Count de Broglio, to attaclc the
Foragers; and followed in Perfon, to be an Eye-Witnefs of the Adioil.
The Count dc Broglio, being arrived on the Mount of St. Poly gave Orders
for the Foragers to be attaclc’'d, on that Side, by four Squadrons of Carabi-
neers ; whillt fome other Squadrons were advancing to attack them another

W ay : Thefe fell upon three Squadrons of tiie lilies, who gave way ; but
the Foragers alTifting their Guard, beat the Frcnch back, with great Slaugh-
ter. However, as the Enemy grew' too numerous, they retired, in very

good Order, to the Village of Ligni St.Flochcl, and fent an Account tliereof
to the Camp.
In the mean W hile, the Marfhal de ViHats advanced in Perfon, and The F,trA
having, in a Manner, furrounded that Poft, fummoned the Coti/cderatc fn-
fantry to furrcnder ; and upon their Refufal, ordered Part of his Horfc to”~,w\ po!",
difmount, and attack them : But they metwith fo warm a Reception, from gcrs, but M
the Danijhy and HeldJiau Foot, who were planted there, that they retreated
in great Confufion. During this, the PicMuet Guard of the Army advanced i
and Prince Eugene marching, likewife, with Part of his Cavalry, Monfleur
de Vi/lars thought fit to retire, with great Precipitation i being apprehen-
five, that this® Skirmifh would draw him on to a general Battle. In this
fruitlefs Attem pt, the Enemy had a great many Men killed upon the Spot;
befides a Colonel, twenty other Officers, and three Hundred private Men,
who were taken Prifoners, with a Booty of one Hundred and fifty Horfes.
Some Accounts make the Lofs of the Enemy to have been near twelve Squa-
drons, either killed, wounded, taken, or deferted. ‘I'he on their Side,
loft only the Major of Mercys Regiment, two Captains of Hujfars, and a
few private Men.
During thefe Tranfaftions, the Siege of Bcthune was carried on with all Bftlnmf ca-
pdffible Vigour; but the Place being render’d ftrong both by Art, and Na-
ture, and the Garrifon being numerous, Monfieur de Puy Vimban made a
very gallant Defcnce, till the Twonty-eighth of ANnguji, N. S. when the
Counter/carp being taken Sword in Hand ; and General Schuylcmbiirgh being
ready to attack a Ravelin, and a Counter-Guard, in the fame Manner; the
Garrifon being very much weakened, and Provifion and Am munition falling
lhort, and a total Want of Ball, and Flints being daily to be apprehended
he beat the Chamade™ and hung out two Flags Yone at the great Jireach of
theCaftle, and the other at the Ravelin.
The Marquis de S’\uincy, relates a very.remarkable Difpute, that happened
on that Occafion, betweeo the two Officers, who commanded at the Siege
As it was of a pretty fingular Nature, wc flwH give our Readers an Account

thereof, not queftioning, but it will be acceptable to them. It was as follows;
. Monsieur de Puy Vauhan™ having hung out a white Flag, at General A memora-
Schuylembu,rgh’'& A ttack, where the Breach was made; General Fagel, who ifpute

had carried his Attack no farther than the Paliflades, took it asa Derogation
from his Honour, that the Gbamadc was not likew ife, bear, on his ~si(Je. rah
W herefore, he gave the Governor to underltand, that if all the Honour jiUel
“ of the Sieffe was to be giveu to General Schuylemburght he fhould not
have any Regard to what was agreed between Monfieur de Vaiiban, and
that General; accordingly he continued the Fire, on his Side, notwith-*
ftanding the Sufpenfion of Arms agreed on between the Govesnor, and
‘Baron Schuylembiugh. Hereupon, Monfieur Vauban™ and that General,
who V/ere in Conference on the Counterfcarp, thought this Phi™fi/io of
Baron Fagel's very extraordinary ; and the latter obferved to the former#
that perhaps, Monfieur Fagel might doubt of the Reality of this Conquelt
of the billies, unlefs he had the Opportunity of informing the States-
Generali his M afters, that he had exchanged Hoftagcs; that, for his
Part, he readily confented thereto, notwithrtanding Baron Fagel'e Beha-
viour was neither polite, nor conformable to the Laws of W ar. How -
ever, be defired’M onfieur de Vauban, to give Baron,that Satisfadion f
to which the Governor confented,*becaufe he was not in a Condition

7 U ' “ cake
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“ take Advantage of this Jealoufy, to defend the Place fome Time longer,
for Want of neceffary Ammunition.”

The next Day, Monneur de Vauban furrendered the Town on honourable
Terms ; and on the Thirty-firft, the Garrifon march’'d out with two Pieces
of Cannon, and all the other ufual Marks of Honour, in order to be con-
dufled to St. being in all but about one Thoufand feven Hundred
M en, for they had loft near two Thoufand in the Defence thereof; though
fome Accounts make their Lofs but about one Thoufand two Hundred. The
Lofs of the Befiegers was computed at three Thoufand fix Hundred fixty-five
O fficers, and private Men killed,and”~wounded. The Con/edcrates put three
Battalions into the Town, under the Command of Major-General Keppel™
Brother to the Earl of Alhmarle.

The continuing ftill to decline an Engagement, the Ebjke oiMarlbo-
roughi™nd Prince Eifgene, refolved to make the beltofthe remaining Part ofthe
favourable Seafon, by laying Siege to St. Peanty and Ant, both at thefam#
Time ; thereby to fecure the Navigation of the LYS. To this End, the two
Armies march'd from their refpeftive Camps, of Fillers-BrnVm, and Rchrcu-
vre, on the Second of September. Prince Eugene extended his Right- to Etrcc
Blanche, and Linghcm™ on the little River Lagmtte; and the Left of the
Duke of Marlborough”™ Army to Divion, on the Lave ; his Grace taking up
his Quarters in the Caftle ot Liere. They fecured their Rear with eighteen
Squadrons, ten Battalions, and twelve Piecesof Cancioni infomuch, that the
M arihal de Villars did not think fit to difturb them. On the Third, a De-
tachment was made, to fecure divers Pofts about Udire; and General Dopff™
with Lieutenant-General Cadogan, at the Head of fix Hundred Horfe, and
two Thoufand Grenadiers, took a View of the Country in that Neighbour -
hood. In their W ay, they made a Captain, a Lieutenant, and about feventy
private Men Prifoners, in the Caftle of hbergue\ befides a Captain, dnd
thirty Grenadiers, in the Village of Lambre. '

Fourth, a Detachment of two Thoufand Horfe, under the Com -

and Jire in- mand ofthe Count deLagnafco, a Saxon Lieutenant-General, together with fix

veftcd.

Battalions, march’'dfrom the Cam p,to make Bridges overthe Lys,atSt.”™/i»tiji,

pafs'd the River, and block'd up Are, on that Side. The Quarter-M afters,
who followed him, marked out the Camp ; and the two Armies march’d
the Afternoon, nearer that Place, and encamped with the Rightof Prince
jkugcne”™s to the Lys, near Terouanne, and the Le/t of the Duke~s to Lillcrs;
his Grace taking up his Quarters jn the Monaftery of St. ~ndre, and the
Prince his, in the Caftle of BKjfel. 0On the Fifth, the Troops that were de-
fign'd for the Siege of St. Fenent, and Are, according to the Refolution
already taken, march’d from the Camp, and invefted thofe two Places, the
next Day. .

FoR Ty Battalions were appointed for the Siege of Are; twenty-fix from
the Duke of Marlborough> Arm vy, and fourteen from Prince Eugene’s, under
the Command of the Prince Oi Anhalt-Deffauj™ho had under him four Lieu-
tenant-Generals, eight Major-Generals, and as many Brigadiers: And for
the Reduftion of St. Fenant, twenty Battalions, with fome feyv® Squadrons
were ordered, under the Command of the Prince of Na”™au-Friezland, who
had with him the Lieutenant-Generals Lauder, and Murray ; the Major;
GtUQxahi{amilton,FicoufeyBerne, and Filkgai\Z'& alfothe Brigadiers
mRechterm, May, and Douglas, Forty-fix Squadrons of Horfe, under tRe
Commandof the Earl of Abemarle, one of the Generals of the I>utrh Cca-
valry, with two Lieutenant-Generals, four Major-Generals, and as nfany
Brigadiers, were, likewife, ordered for the Service of both thefe Sieges.

On the Eighth, the Quarter-M afters mark’d out a Field of Battle for the
Confederate Armies, in Cafe the Frcnch fhould make anv Attem pt to difturb
thofe Sieges; pofting the Ri™ht at Etree-Blanche, and tne Left to the Rifing
Grounds of Lillers; and the next Da”~', they mark'd out anotheron the Side of
St.Owfrj,foi*the fame Pyrpofe. During this,the Confederath being obliged to

~fetch their Provifions and Am munition; from Lijle, Tourjiay, and Ghentythc

iV f/mformed the Defign'of furprizinga largeConvoy, confifting offorty Boats,
' which
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which were coming up the LyS, from the latter of thofe Places, uhdcr a
Guard of thirteen Hundred Men, Horfe and Foot, commanded by Colonel
Ginckel, Earl of Athloncy who was to have been joined by another De-
tachment. Three of thefe Boats were laden with Powder, Cannon, and

Bombs, and three more with Hay; others were laden with Provifion ; and *
others again with Merchandize, belonging to private Perfons. Monfieur
k Blanc™® who was the Intendant of TPrcs, but was afterwards Secretary of
W ar, gave Notice of the Departure of this Convoy to the Count de Villars, TheEnemv
who then commanded in theTown;whereupon he detached M onfieur r/r A**?-defeat a Pir-
with fourThoufand Men,Horfe, Foot,and Dragoons,from thatPlace,
to attack them. On the Nineteenth, he met, and fell upon them, with great'dcftmy”~a'~
Vigour, at Eloy St. Vive, not far from Courtray. W ith this fuperior Force, large Con-
he defeated rfhe Guard ; kill'd about two Hundred Men ; took fix Hundred,
with Monfieur Ginckel him felf, Prifonersi blew up fome Boats laden with
Am munition; funk others laden with Cannon-Ball, and Bomb-fhells, to put
a Stop to the Navigation of the River; and then retreated, with fo much
Expedition and Caution, that a Detachment fent after him by the Confede-
rates to cut them off, could not poifibly come up with him in Time. This
Accident did,not a little add to the Length of the Sieges, though no Time
was loft to repair the Damage done thereby. The Shock, occaficmed by the
blowing up of the Boats laden with Powder, Cannon, Grenades, 7”C.
was fo very terrible, that the whole Village of St. Eloy Five w'as over-
thrown, and all the Country round was fhaken, as if there had been an
EarthquSke, as far as St. ~intin ; where the Windows were broken by it;
and the River Lys was divided into two Streams, quite crofs the Countn’.
St. Fenant, a 'I'own in the Earldom of Artois, near the Borders of fiun- Venani
ders, about foUr Miles Ea”™ of Nire, twenty-fix South of Dunkirk, and as
many North of Arras, proved the eafieft of thefe two Sieges; for, notvvith-
ftanding the Approaches were fo difficult, that they could not break Groiind
before it till the Sixteenth of Septembery\t was then pufh’d on, with fuch great
Vigour, that the Garrifon beat a Parley the Twenty-ninth, and delivered
up one of the Gates next Day. They were allowed to march out with all
the Marks of Honour, Cannon excepted, and were condufl-ed to Wrras.
The French Governor, however, upon his Arrival at Ferfaillcs, was com -
mitted to the Bajiille, as it was faid, becaufe he had made fo poor a Defence.
The Sieur Bruyn,one of the Engineers of the States, who had the Direftion
of the Siege, was appointed Governor of the I'own for the Allies: But we
Iliall give a more particular Account of this lhort Siege.
St. Fenant, which is almoft a regular H™agov, is fituated in the M idft of
MoralTes, and Inundations, and there is no Accefs to it but one W ay. Bri-
gadier deSelve commanded therein, with feven Battalions. The firlt Thing
the Befiegers had to do, was to turn off the W aters of the River Lys, of the
Brook le Beck, and another, which made the Inundations. This was done
by the Direftion of .Monfieur deBruyn, who had fix Engineers under him
But as this was a W ork offome Time, the AllieScould not open theTrenches *
till the Sixteenth in the Evening; however, they then did itj with four Bat-
talions, and twoThoufand Workmen, but one Hundred and fifty Perches
i"rom the Counterfcarp, a Thing fcarce ever heard of before. This occafioncd
their being the fboner difcovered ; and having one Hundred and'fifty Men
kill’d, or wounded. They drew, however, a Parallel, that Nig”nif, of one
Hundred and eighty Perches, from,the Book of le Beck, to the high Road to
a XV/re; with the Communications, which were of a large Extent.
The. Niaht following, they perfefted their W orks; and as the firft Pa*
rallel was fo near, they thought a fecond needlefs; wherefore, they only
drew two Saps, on the JRIt and Le/t of the Parallel, towards the Inunda-
tion, and before the Ditch of the Counterfcarp.” In the Night, between the
Eighteenth arid hjineteenth, the Befiegfcrs drew a Line of one Hundred and
forty Perches, from the heft of the Parallel, to the Point ol* the Ditch,
which furrounded the Saliant Angle’ of the Counterjcarp where they made*
alLodgment. They began, atthe fame Time, to,work on a Battery of fix
Pieces
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Pieces of Cannon, which play’'d on the Place, the Twenty-third in the
Morning: The next Ni“~ht, ~nd the Twenty-fecond in the Evening, they ad-
vanced to the Point of me Counter-Guard, which covered the firli: Counter-
/carp. o

In the Night, between the Twenty-fecond and Twenty-third, theBefieged
made a Sally with feven Companies of Grenadiers; who, at firft, obliged
~Ne Workmen to retreat, and overthrew fome Gabions j- but the Soldiers, in
the Trenches, foon obliged them to retire, in their Tgrn, with fome Lofs.
This did not difcourage them”™ however, from rnaking another Sally, the very
next Night, on the Lodgment of the Counter-Guard; but they fucceeded
therein, worfe than in the former; the Count de Berangcr™ who commanded
it, being kill’'d in the Aftion, together with h\s”id deC™mp. Befides thefe
Efforts, the Befieged kindled great Fires, which expofed the Works of the
Befiegers too much, for them to advance very faft. However, they palled
the two Ditches, on the Twenty-fifth at Night, and lodged themfelvcs on
the Saliant Angle of the Counterfcarp\ fo that a Breach being made ip the
Counter-Guard the Twenty-lixth, they palTed the Ditch the Twenty-eighth,
and attack’d the Counter-Guard”™ and the Saliant Angle of the fecond Counter™
fcarp. The Befieged defended them felvcs bravely in both, anfi repulfed the
Befiegers twice; but, at the third Attack, they made them felves M afters of
them, wim fome Lofs. Hereupon, the Brigadier found he was now at the laft
E xtrem ity; wherefore he beat the Ch"madey the next Day, and the Morrow
after the Capitulation was figned. The Lofs of the llicsy in this Siege,
Avas only one Hundred and fcventy Men kill’'d, and feven Hundrrtl thirty-

one wounded ; befides feven Officers kill’'d, and thirty-one wounded-
Defrription The Siege of Nire coft more Time, as well as Labour, and the Lofs of
of Ain. a great Number of Men : The Strength of the Place was ow”ing to its Situa-
tion, amongfl MorafTes, and Inundations. It is a large handfome City, ly-

ing on the Kiver LjS, which pafTes through the D itai; and is twenty-five
Allies South of Dunkirk ; twenty-eight North-Wcjl' o f ~rrasy and twenty-fix
EaJ} of Boulogne. It is a fort of an Oblong, fortified with eight Baflions,
ten Half-Moons, and two Horn-works. At four H.undrpd Rods diftanco
from the Town, there is a regi™lar Fort, which has five Baflions, and its
large Glacis is furrounded by an outward Ditch. Befides, it was defended
by a very numerous Garrifon,. “nder the Command of Lieutenant-General
Goesbrianti who shad unde/..hitn th™"CQWT\t d'EJIrades, a M ajor-General,, and
feven Brigadiers, 'with a Garrifon of fourteen Battalions, and three Regi-
ments of Dragoons.
TlicTren- The Trenches were opened before the Town on the Twelfth of Septem-
chcs opened. N.S. at two Attacks, one on the Side of St. ~iatin, and the other
on the Side of the Village of Lambre : on the Twenty-firil, at Night, the *
Befieged made a Sally, with four Hundred Fufiliers, and two Hundred
Workmen ; but they were obliged to retreat with the Lofs of forty of their
Men, and without being able to efFeft any Thing. The next Day, there
happened a fharp Skirmilh, near the Village of Rebeck™ on the other Side
of the LYS: The Enemy advanced with aThoufand Horfe, to.beat up the
Quarters of the Confederate General Ofiicers, on the Right of the faid Vil-
lage ; but they met with fp warm a Reception from the Guard, that the.
having thereby Time given them to come up to their Aflifiance,
about fcmr Hundred and fifty, of the Enemy were killed on the Spot, ancl
tw'elve Oflficers, with two Hundred and twenty Troopers, all mountdl, were
made Prifoners, and three Hundred Horfes taken ; and all this was with The
Lofs only of forty or fifty Men killed or wounded on the Side of the Allies.
On the Twenty-third, the Befieged attack’d a Redoubt on the Right, and
made them felves M afters thereof with Ilittle Refiftance, and a very fmail
Lofs. When Monfieur de Goesbriant received Notice of this Attack, he was
at Table, with a great Number of Officers in his Company i whercupcKi, he
immediately* ordered o~t a Body of Troops, to fuflain thofe in the Re-
,doubt, and mofl of the Officers went vVith them as Voluntiers: But being

obliged to pafs under the Fire of the C:?i/'ederate Batteries, and Parallel,
' . the
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the greateft Part of them were either killed or wounded, and a Colonel of
Dragoons was taken Prifoner. On the Twentieth, the Chevalier dc Luxem-
burgh formed a Defign to furprize FoOrt Scarpe ; to this End, he marched
from Bouchain, with a ftrong Detachment, to Pont a RaChe\ fent a Hun-
dred Men, in the Nieht, to Bellefonties, near that Fort; and concealed feme
Grenadiers in two W aggons loaden with Hay. Thcfe Waggons were, like-
wife, driven by Soldiers, difguifed like Peafants, who were to feixe the Bar-
rier ; and, upon a Signal given, they were to have been fupported firft by the
others, and then by Monfieur de Luxemburgh in Perfon. But, by good
Fortune, Lieutenant-General Hompefch, having fome Sufpicion of the Ene-
my’'s Defign, happened to be gone, at the lame Time, into the Fort, to
give the necefTary Orders for its Security, and had left his Guard without
3ie Barrier i~ ele walking their Horfes, and by meer Chance following the
W aggons, the Enemy imagined they were difcovcred, and betook them -
felves to their Heels; leaving the Captain, and one of their Men Pri-
foners.

T he Day before this happened”~ the M arfhal d'Harcourt arrived in the The Mar-
Enemy’'s Camp, to whom the Marfhal dt Villars refigned the Command o f flial & /»/-
the Army, and fet out the fame Day {OI’ France. The Occafion of this
Change, remaifis a Secret to this Day; though itwas generally believed,
that he defired Leave to go to the Waters of Bourbon, for the Recovery ofFRaxhAiI-

his Health. However, another Reafon has been afligned for it, to which, my.
neverthelefs, our Author him felfdoes not fcem to give entire Credit; where-
fore, we (hall r«late it in his own W ords: “ lhave been fince informed, fays

he, that the true Caufe of the Removal of Marflial de Villars from the

Command, was his having dropped fome Words, which refledled upon the
*» Duchefs of Burgundy, the Day he attack’'d Prince Eugene's Foragers: And
** fome officious Pick-thank having told the fame to that Princefs, (he com-

plained thereofto the King of France; upon which that M arfhal was fud-

denly recalled. However, | relate this (continues our Author) only as a

private Story, for which | have not yet fufficient Vouchers;* wherefore, |
** would not have my Readers rely entirely on the Truth of it.”

T o return from whence we have digreffed ; the Allies, before A'frc,
having carried on their Approaches towards a Redoubt, which covered the
Caufe-w~ of Bethune, took the fame, on the Fifth of October, Sword in
Hand; The fame Night, they carry'd a Cover'd W ay, adjoining to the
Gldcisp and the Horn-work ; and on the Eighth, 'they began to batter the
Baftion ofJlrras. On the Tenth, in the Dusk of the Evening, they attack’d
and took a fm all Counterfcarp, in the Front qf their Approaches. However,
the great Rains, and bad W eather, were no imall Hinderance to the carrying
on of the Saps, and other W orks; and, on the other Hand, by the Fault of
the Engineers, the Place was attack’d on the ftrongeft Side.

From the Tenth to the Fifteenth, the Allies advanced their Works with ALodgmmt
great Danger, and D ifficulty; that fame Night, a Detachment was em ploy’d made on the
at the Prince of Anhalfs Attack, to lay the neceflary Bridges crofs the Bog,
from the Corner of the Horn-work to the Glacis; This done, they palfed
over to the ftiliffades; and, attacking them with great Fury, beat the Ene-
my out, and took Poflefiion thereof. On the Twentieth, they made a Lodg-
ment on the Angle of the Cover'd IVay, with the Lofs of three Hundred
Men. On the Twenty-firft at Night, notwithftanding Abundance of Rain
had fallen that Day, they finifhed five Bridges over the outward'Ditch, at
the Attack of St. Nintin, at the Gate of y”rras; but in that AEVion, which
was very hot, they had one Hundred and fixty Men killed and wounded; be-
mfides eighty-two wounded in the Trenches, and thirty-fix killed. A M .ajor
of a Brigade, a Captain, and an Engineer, were likewife wounded, and
eighteen Men killed, by the blowing up of fome Powder. /*t rwelve, at
~ight, the Prince of Anhaltwent into the Trenches, to make the n&ceflary
J~ifpofitions for attacking the Cover'd Wayy and had his Hat ftru«k off by a
Cannon Ball. It was thought proper,.however, to pui off the Attack to an-
other Day, and go on farther with their Approaches by the Sap.

7 X . * O n*
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On the Twenty-third, the Enemy fallied out upon the Befiegers, with all
the Dragoons of the Garrifon; and having levelled fome of their Works, re-
Place, with the Lofs of only fixty Men killed, and twenty-
five taken Prifoners} hut the Lofs of the Beliegers was more confiderablc.
The fame Night* the Befiegers attack’'d the main Countctfcarp, with unpa-
ralelled Vigour, and Fury j and carried it, after about half an Hour’s fharp
Refiftance; as alfo a Half-Moon, and feveral other Out-works in their
Front: This done, they immediately raifed new Batteries, fbr making the
grand Brcach in the W all of the Town. On the Twenty-fixth, at Night,
after a prodigious Fire, and another Sally of the Enemy’s, which colt the
Befiegers many brave Men, amon|/lt whom, were feveral PrvdJian Officers
of Note, all Hoftilities ceafed, on both Sides, at the Attack of the Gate of
jirras’\ as if it had been by Confent: But on the Twenty-feventh, in the
Morning, the Fire began again, at Nine a-Clock, with as gre”™ Fury as ever.
On the Twenty-ninth, at Night, a large Detachment attack’'d, and took all
the remainitig Part of the Out-works, in the Front of their Approaches:
This done, they immediately began their Bridges acrofs the main Ditch,
to the grand Breach, and raifed frelh Batteries to clear it. By this Time, a
Trench of Fafcines and Earth being run through the Morafs, the two At-
tacks were joined, and the Befiegers had then eighty-five Pi«C;.s of Cannon,
and thirty~ven Mortars and Hawbitzers mounted.

On the Thirtieth, at Ni~ht, five Hundred Grenadiers and FuGliers, were
commanded to fignalize their Courage, at the Attack of a Fleche, on the Side

Arroi Gate j but hardly a Hundred came back, to bring the News of
their Defeat. However, the Confederate Generals were refolved to carry
the Poftj accordingly, on the Firft of Novemberthey made a good Lodg-
ment for one Hundred and fifty Men, notwithftanding the obfttnate Re-
fiftance of the Enemy, who difputed every Inch of Ground with great
Fury.

On the Second, at Night, the neceflary Difpofitions were made, for at-
tacking the *two Angles of the Cover'd U'ay, and the Place of Arms; and
eight Hundred Grenadiers, with four Hundred Fufiliers, were appointed for
that Purpofe. They attack’'d the Enemy with Abundance of Bravery ; and
notwithftanding they were twice repulfed, made them felves M afters of thofe
Pofts, and lodged them felves therein; but the Befieged fpringing a Mine
over-againft the Ravelin™ which blew up a Hundred Men, and making a
Sally, at the fame Time, with the greateft Part of their Garrifon, thewW~'ork-
iTien were putinto Diforder, and the Befiegers were obliged to abandon thofe

Pofts.
On the Third, they attack'd the Saliant Angle, before the Baftion of
Thienne, with the fame ill Fortune; for the Befieged made fo terrible a

Fire, that the Confederates were forced to give over thatAttack. They ad-
vanced then by Sap, till the Seventh, when the Enemy quitted the Saliant
Angle of the Counterfcarp, before the Ravelin of the Gate of Arras; and
the other Saps being TO tar advanced, as to oblige the Enemy to quit that
Part of the Counterfcarp, whereof they were ftill poflefTed, the Befiegers
erefled a Battery, to enlarge and finifti the Breach in the Ravtlin.

On the Eighth, all the Saps being joined, and the Befieged obferving
that the Bridges were almoft finiftied, in order to ftorm the Place, they
thought fit to prevent it, by a timely Capitulation. Accordingly, between
Five and Six in the Evening, the Governor, Monfieur de Goesbriunt, gave
Orders to beat a Parley and defired, to capitulate. Hereupon,*Hoft:iges
were exchanged, about Ten, the fame Night, the Befieged fending out s
Brigadier, a Colonel, a Lieutenant-Colonel, and a M ajor; and the Allies
fending into the Town, four Officers of the fame Rank. The former going
to the Duke of Marlborough”™ Qijarters, the next Day, the Capitulation was
figned, towards the Evening, by his Grace, Prince Eugene, and the Deputies

gf the States. The iSubitance of thp Articles was:
(
' m T hat
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<* That the Gate of Jrras fhould be immediately delivered : That all
«* Af£ls of Hoftllity fliould ceafe; and Care be taken to prevent any Difor-

ders, from the Officers or Soldiers: That the Gam fon fhould march out,

the Eleventh, with all the ufual Marks of Honofrj four Pieces of Can-
« non, and two Mortars, and be conducted to St, Omers: That whereas,
*e as many as had defired it in other Places, had been allowed thfee Months
** to ftay in the City, and difpofe of their Effefts, fuch of the Inhabitants
“ ofNire, as had lodged any of their Effefts at St. Omers, or elfewherc.
** for their better Security, fliould, if they thought fit, have the fame Space
of three Months allowed them, to claim, and recover them : That the
Sick and Wounded fhould remain ia the Town, till their Recovery; That
the Garrifon fhould be allowed fix cover'd Waggons; that JDeferters
fhould be ~livered up on both Sides; and Prifoners exchanged; That
Hoflages fifould be left for the Payment of the Debts of the Garrifon
and that a faithful Difcovery fhould be made of all the Mines, and the
Keys of the Magazines be delivered up to the

€

On the Eleventh, the Field Deputies wrote the following Letter to the
Statcs-GcneraIy to acquaint them with, and congratulate them upon the Re-
duftion of thi? important Place j which, as it contains fome Circum ftances,
not before-mentioned, we fhall infert, for the Benefit of our Readers.

High and M ighty Lords, Airt, Novemb.ii, 1710.

After the Garrifon of jdire hid beat a Parleyi on Saturday lafl, in
the Evening, and we, with the Princes, had given Anfwers to the above
Articles of the CapitulatioTi demanded for the City, and ¥or%!>t.Frdncis,
the Governor made a farther Requefl Yeftcrday, that two Cannon'more,
fhan he had at fiirfl demanded, might be granted him ; to which the

**%

Princes have condefcended. W hereupon, this Day, at Noon, the Cap!-
tulation was figncd by the Governor ; and we have the Honour to fend it
herewith to your High Mightinejfes, by Ccaptain Smijfart, A(~utant to the
Major-General, Qonnx. de Najfau ffoudenburghy whom, purfuant to your
High Mtghti?iejfes Refolation, of the Twenty-third of O”ober, we have
made Governor of this new Conqucfi; fo we do ourfelves the Honour of
congratulating your High MightineQes upon this happy Conclufion of th«
Campaign, and remain, with all Refped]j

*k

High and Mighty Lordst
Tour High Mightinejfes

Mojt Humblet and
Moji Obedient Servants3

N . Peflers. J. Tollius.
, P.F. Vegelin, Van Klaerbergem

The Gji'trifon of Aire™ at the Sollicitatlon of the Governor, having been
allow’'d a Day more than was agreed to by the Capitulation, to provide Car*-
eriages, and other NecefTaries, march'd out the Twelfth of November in the
Morning. The whole Body, which confifled of fifteen Battaliorvs of Foot,
and three Squadrons of Dragoons, amounted now to no more than three
T~joufand fix Hundred and twenty-eight M en} their Number being very
niuch diminifhed by the LofTes they fuflained during the Siep: And be-
fides thofe who were killed, there remained above fifteen Hundred wounded
in the Town* The Lofs of the Allies™ at this Siege# was computed at near
leven Thoufand Officers and private Men killed and wounded.

As foon as the Enemy had evacuated the Place, the Count de Naffau
If'cudcdiburgh, Son to the late Veldt M arfhal d' uverquerque, took PofTeflioii
thereof, with eight Battalions, which were appointed for a W inter Garrifon;

and Men were immediately fet at work, to level the Trenches, clear thp
Breaches,
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Breaches, and put the Town in a Pofturc of Defence. This done, the Con-
federate Armies broke up from before Aire, on the Fifteenth of November,
N.S. and marched thatj~*ay to the next to Pont a Tendin, and fo
on to the Plains of Lijfe. From thence, the Troops defigned to quarter in
Tournay, Lijle, and Doway, went to their refpeftive Garriions J and the Reft’
of the Troops marched towards the feveral Places affiAned for their Winter-

Q jiarters; the Enemy having been gone to theirs fome Tim e before.

A Medal T he following Medal was ftruck on Occafion of the latter Succefles of
ftruck on  this Campaign.
fion. On the Face was the “een's Buft, with this Infcription :

A N N A jiugufia.
On the Reverfe, was @aTrophy on aPedeftal, with this Legen”S :

Bcthuna, Fano Sanffi Fenantij, ™ Aria caplis.
That is,
Bethune, St. Venant, and Aire being taken.
In the Exergue,
Infpeffant. Gall. Cent. Mill. M .Dcc.X. *
That is,
InfpenNiantibus Gallorum Centum Millibus.

A Hd4vidred Thoufand French looking on.

T hus en”ed the Campaign in the Netherlands; which, though not fo glo-
rious as, fome of the former, was of great Advantage to the Allies*~, who,
during the Courfe thereof, had made themfelves Matters of two Towns of
vaft Importance, Doway and Aire, though the latter coft them a little too
dear, and almoft as many Men as Doway ; befides two others of lefs Confer
quence, Bethune and St. Venant. On the other Hand, it muft be confefled,
that the Enemy, after the furprizing of their Lines, gained their chiefPoint;
which was to cover Arras, and thereby prevent the Allies from penetrating
into Picardy, which they otherwife might have done.

TheDukeof On the Sixteenth of November, Prince Eugene, and the Duke of Marlho-
Marlborough rough, left the Confederate Army, and went the fame Day to Tournay; from
fw'fe” whence they proceeded the-Tenth to Ghent, and the Twentieth to BrulJels.
ouffor LON- There they removed feveral Difficulties, that arofe about raifing One Mi-
dnand Ft- lion, five Hundred Thoufand Guilders, to fupply the Imperial and Palatine
am Troops with Bread and Forage, \during the W inter; which done, they fet
out from thence the Twenty-fifth, and arrived the Twenty-eighth at the

Hague. The next Day, their HighneflTes were feverally compliniented by

the Foreign M inifters, and other Perfons of D iftinftion; and having held

divers Conferences with the Grand Penjionary, the Deputies of the States

for Foreign Affairs, and the Foreign Minifters, about the feveral Parts of

the W ar, particularly that of Spain, Prince Eugene fet out, the Eleventh

December, for Vienna$ as did the Duke of Marlborough, the Twenty-
third of the fame Month, for England.

State of Af. W e fhall leave his Grace, at prefent, on his Voyage thither, tnd give a*
fairs inSpam fuccindl Afccount of what happened, this Summer, in other Parts. And firflj

as to Spdin™ Philip went to his Army in Arragon, and gave it out,
that he was refolved to put all to the Defifion of aBattle with King~'M/Za,-
who was, likewife, come to head his Army. They lay fo -near one another,

that King Philip cannonaded his Enemy’s Camp i but his Men were beaten
off with Lofs, and drew away to a greater Diftance : However, before the
End of July, there was an Aftion of great Importance, near Almenara.
The main Body of King Philip"» Horfe, defigned to have cut off Part of
King Charles"Foot, which was fepirated by the Cavalry” commanded by
General Stanhope. Hereupon, that General drew his whole Body together ;

end though he was greatly inferior in Number, he fens to King Charles,
and
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and dcfired Orders to engage the Enemy j which he did not obtain, without
ibme Difficulty, and after fome reiterated and prefling Sollicitations As the
two Bodies were advancing one againft another. General Stanhope rode at
the Head of his Corps; and the Spanijh General, fuppofed to have been

gop

*

Lieutenant-General Amcnzega, did the fame. | 'he two Generals began the The Butle

Action, and Stanhope wnas fo fortunate as to kill the Spaniard\ whereupon of

his Troops, animated by the Example, and Succefs of their General, fell
on, and broke the Spanijh Horfe fo entirely, that King Philip loft the belt
Part of his Cavalry in that A£tion ; ufon which, he retired towards Sara-
~rjfa, but was clofely followed by King Charles. 0On the Twentieth of ~U-
guft, they came”™o a general Engagement, which ended in a total Defeat
on the Side 0]~he Spaniardsi by which Means jirragon came again into’
King Charles'sHands. Hereupon, King Philip was obliged to abandon Ma-
drid™ and King Charles haftened thither, but found thQ Grandees had all
followed his Antagonift. The Infincerity of the King of France appeared
now in a clear Light; for, on thisOccafion, he might ealily have perform’d
the Conditions oi the Thir'ty-fevench Article of the Preliminaries, and have
obliged his Grandfon to have evacuated Spain; but, inftead thereof, he fenc
him Afllftance. King Charles continued in Cajiille till the Beginning of
December; but not being fufficiently fupported then, he was forced to return
to Catalonia, for the Security of that Principality. The Battle of Brihuega
was fatal to General Stanhope, and the Englijn under his Command, who'
were taken Prifoners; but whether this Misfortune was owing to any M if-
conduft in him, in unadvifedly takii~a wrong March, and feparattng front
the Imperialijis, or to the Negleft of*eneral Staremberg, in not fupporting
the Engldhj as fome fay he might have done, but that he facrificed General
Stanhope to Envy, has iieen M atter of great Debate, and is too nice a f~oint
for us to determine.

The Inftability of human Profperity appeared. In a moft furprlzing Man-
ner, in this Campaign in Spain; both Parties being Conquerors, and both
conouered in their Turns; but King Philip had certainly the Advantage in
the End ; whereas King Charleses A ffairs, notwithftanding he had triumph’d
once this Summer, inthe Capital of the Spanijn M onarchy, began tb have a
very difmalAlped: For, befides his being now con6éned within the narrow
Bounds of the Principality of Catalonia, King gained a very material
Advantage over him, in having an Invincible Demonftration of the Affedtion
of the CMillians to his Perfon and Government; infomuch, that neither his
two Defeats at Almenara, and Saragoffa™ nor his Retreat from Madrid, nor
the Prefence of King Charles, with a veteran, viftofious Arirty™ Were able
to (hake their Attachment to the Houfe of Bourbon.

N othing material happened this Year in Portilgal; except that, about State of Af-

the Beginning of July, the Marquis deBay, who then commanded the Spa-
Nnijh Forces in EJiremadura, made him felf M after of the Town of Miratida
de Duero, by Surprise; Cook four Hundred regular Troops and M ilitia there-
in; and then/ormed the Blockade of Braganza. But this was abandoned by
the Marquis de Risbourgi upon the News of the Defeat at Sarag”™a ; and
ioon after the Portugueze took, from the Spaniards, Xeres dedos Cavaleros,
MNarcarotoy Alcanza, and Puebla; all Places with high-founding Names, but
of Very little Confequence, being hardly better than Villages. no*

N eitker did any Thing worthy of Notice happen on the Side "of Pied-in Hny.

~onte the Duke of Savoy com plaining ftill of the ImperialCourt, and there-
fore refufing to aft vigoroufly. Befides this, his Royal Highnefs had a very
plaufible Pretence for not putting him felf at the Head of the Army; being
at that very Juncture indifpofed, aswell aishis two Sons, the Prince of Pied-
nont, and the Duke of AoJia. Hereupon, the Count de Thaun took upon
him the Command of the Confederate Army, but nothing was done of any
JVioment. * )

N either was there any material Alteration in Adairs in the otiher Parts
N INaly; for the Difputes about Comaccbio, and the~ af£lual Recognition 6f
King Charles” Title, being ftill in t;he fanie Condition as befare~ the Impe-

n- Vv rlali/is
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rialijii kept Poflcflion of that Place j and the Ambaflador of the Emperot™
and his fathoHck M ajefty, at Rome™ did not appear in publick with that
Charafter ; neither did Signier Albania the Pope's Nephew, affume any
publick Charafter at the |mperia|Court, though he ftill continued to ftay at
Vitnna. n n

Oon the Rhine, likewife, both Parties being equally unable to enter upon
AE£Vion, the Cam pai”n pafled over without any l'hiag’s happening that was
any ways material. I 'he French, who, in the W inter, threatened the Empire
with a new Invafion, were obliged tqg weaken their Forces on that Side, in
order to recover their own Frontiers, and reinforce their Armies in the AV*
therlands; and the Germans, through the ufual ill JVlanagement of their
Affairs, were not in a Condition to improve that fair Op]liijrtunity of in-
vading France; wherefore both Armies remained in a S'ate of JnaSion.
The Ele™or of Hanover refenting this, prudently laid down the Command
of the Army of the Empire, not thinking it fit to hazard his Reputation
any longer, upon the Promifes of fuch as had fo grofsly deceived him, in
former Campaigns j fo that Command was given to Count Grondsfeldt.

W e muft not conclude this fhort Summary of Foreign Affairs, without
juft mentionii™ the Defcent on the Coaft of Languedoc, with'Intent to make
a Diverfion oi :he Enemy’s Forces on that Side, and thereby prevent their
joining King Philip-, becaufe this Defign was concerted with Major-General
de Se™an, by the Duke of Marlborough. And, notwithftanding that Enter-
prize was not attended with all the Succefs, which was at firft expefted from
It; yet it had this immediate good EfFe~, that it hindered the Duke dc
Noailles from joining King Philip, and at the fame Tim e gave the Cor"federate
Troops in the Neighbourhood of Gironne an Opportunity of reinforcing
King Charles: This made W ay for the two Viftories, which his Catholick
M ajefty obtained foon after, aswe have obferved before.

H aving thus given a concife Account of the Tranfaftions of this Year
abroad, as far as concerned the Grand u4Uiance, we lhall now proceed to
dom eftick Affairs. On the Twenty-fifth of November, the Parliament met,

and it was remarkable, that the “*een, in her Speech, recommended the
carrying oo the W ar in all Parts, and efpecially in Spain; hut not the leafl
Mention was made, as had been wufual, in former Years, of the Succefs in

Flanders, or of the Conduct of the Duke of Marlborough. Neither were
they fo much as hinted at in the AddrefTes either of the Lords, or Commons,
which undoubtedly was owing to the Change of the Minijiry. * The Lordst
** fays a late Author, made an Addrefs of an odd Compolition to her Ma-
** jefty, which ftiew’'d it was not penn’'d by thofe who had penned their
former Addreffes: Inftead of promifing to do all that was polTible, thejt
only promifed to do all that was reafonable ; which feemed to import a
** Limitation, as if they had apprehended, that unreafonable Things might
be ask’'d of rJiem, and the Conclufion was in a very cold Strain of Rheto-
rick; for they ended with faying, they had no more to add. T he Commons,
** (continues the fame Author) were more hearty in their Addrefs.” And
another Author fays, the Addrefs of tfje Commonswas univerfafly approved;
yet, adds he, it had little or no E ffeft, with Relation to the Publick Funds,
which h«d fallen confidcrably upon the Change of the Minijiry. Thefe
was ftill :in Uneafinefs amo,ngft the monied Men ; efpecially as they feemed
now to be under Apprehenfions> that the Duke of Marlborough would either
be laid afide, or would rcfign his Command, This Jealoufy was incrtafed*
on the twenty-eighth of November, when the Earl of Scaroorough made a
Modon in the Houfe of Peersj that the Thanks of that Houfe might be given
to the Duke g/"M arlborough, and fome Objeftions were made to it, by the
Duke of Argyle: Upon this, thofe who were in Intereft of the Dulce of
Marlborough, being apprehenfive, that if the Queftion were put, it might
N carried in the h~gative, they chofe rather to drop thei*M otion, by faying
it would be Time enough to fpeak of that, when hi# Grace was come.Home}
whereupon the Houiii ~journed.
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On the Twelfth oi December, the Qi~en nominated Richard Hill, Efq}
to be her Envoy Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiary to the United Provinces,
and to the Council of State, appointed for the Government of the Spanijh-
Netherlands”™ in the Room of Lieutenant-General Cadogan, whom her Ma-
jefty had thought fit to recall from that Employmenti About the fame
Time, the Commiflions of Lieutenant-General Meredith, Major-General
Mackartney, and Brigadier. Honeywood were fuperfeeded. An Information
was faid to have been laid before the S™ecn, that thofe three Officers, in
their Cups, had drank Damnation, and Confufion to the New M iniftry, and to
thofe 'whohad any Hand, inturning oatthe 0oid j which was underftood as an
Imprecation on the SjEcenherfelf. Some Perfons, who came over, about that
Time, from j’\nders, undertook to extenuate their Crime; and averr'd, that
they only dfafika Health to the Duke of M arlborough, and Confujion to all
his. Enemies; a Thing ufual in aM Armies, though it happened juft then to
be equivocal. Be this as it will, Mr. Granville, Secretary at W ar, was di-
refted to fignify to them, that the Slyeen had nofarther Occajionfor their
Service ; but that out of her gracious Bounty, Jhe was pleafed to allow them to
fell their refpeSfive Regiments. Brigadier Honeywood, being then in Londoui
her M ajefty’'a Pleafure was notify'd to him here ; and the Order for fufpend-
ing the other two, was fent to the Duke of Marlborough, who was then ac
the Hague, and tranfmitted it to them at the Brill, where they were ready
to embark for England.

The general Opinion was> that it was thought neceflary to make thefe
Examples, to keep the Officers of the Army within Bounds; it having been
reported, that fome, out of an Excefs of Re~edt to the Duke, had been
fo unWary, as to drop doubtful Exprefllons o ffratiding by their General. Be-
fides, it was charged upon the Old Miniftry, in a Pamphlet entituled. Faults
on both Sides, faid to have bep countenanced by fome great Men, that they
had formed a Defign of making a Generalfor Life ; but what Grounds there
were for that Report, we fliall not pretend to determine. General Mere-
dith had foon after the farther Mortification, of lofing his Places of Gover-
nor of Tinmouth Fort, and Gentleman of the Horfe to the ~een.

W e return now to thcDnVeoiMarlborough, whom we left on his Voyage
to England; wherein meeting with contrary vVinds, he did not reach Sotebay,
till the twenty-fix of Decemer, at Five in the Afternootj. His Grace lay
that Night at Chelmsford, and arrived at Londdn the Twenty-eighth. At hijs
Entrance into the City, about Five in'the Evening”, his Coach was attended
with great Numbers of People, with Links and Flambeaux, who by their
Acclam ations, exprefs'd their Joy at his happy Return. Though the Duke
was very fenfible of the Inftability and Eiiiptinefs of the Applaufe of the
Vulgar, it could not but be fome Satisfaftion to him, to fee him felf fowel-
com’'d Home by thofe, who fome Months before had been fo tumultuous,
in Favour of a Perfon, who had been the main Occafion, or rather Pretence”
of the late Diftraftions and Alterations, which feemed principally intended
to reach his neareft Relations, if not him felf perfonally. However, his
Grace, who was always averfe to-Popularity, thought it Prudence, at this
Junfture, to avoid the leaft Shew of it; wherefore, he ordered his Coach,
inftead of going direftly to St. James'™, to drive to Montague Houfe j from
ewhence, after having refted an Hour or two, he went out, By a private
Door* Upon his Arrival at St. James\ he immediately waited on the
S™Neen, who gave him a very gracious Reception, and difoourfed with him
about half an Hour i after which, his Grace retired t» his Houfe.

N ext Morning, the Duke was'fummoned to, and affifted at a Com m ittee
of the Privy Council ; and that D ~, and the Days following received the
Vifits of the Earl of Rochefier, Prendent of the Council, the Earl ofPowlet,
firft Lord Com miflioner of theTreafury, the'Secretaries of State, and other
Perfons in the M iniftry: However, it was for fome Time aQueftion with
the Publick, whether his Grace |iad any Interview with Mr. Harley, who
had now the greateft Shafe both in the SlueenH Confidence, and in the Ma-
iwgement of Affaifs. They who pretended to have sinear Infight into the
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Sccrets of the Court, feemed fully perfuaded, that her M ajefty had refolved
to remove all Strangencfs, and Coldnefs that might be between them ; and
the Event juftify'd their Conjedure.
HisC-racc is In the mean W hile, the Uncertainty whether the Duke of Marlborough
iiotthiiik’d would be continued in his Command in Flanders™ or not, caft a frefh Damp

byeimer of ~pon the Crfii/Vv. It was therefore, the general W ifli and Expecta-
o’plr/fiaa t'on of the molt wealthy and fubftantial Citizens, that in order to remove
nory. that fatal Doubt, his Grace might receive the Thanks, at leaft, of one of

the two Houfcs of Parliament, if not of both. But his Grace’s Friends, in
the Houfcq/Peers, having already failed in one Motion for if, as has been
obfervcd above* were unwilling to attempt it a fecond Timej efpecially, as
they found the M ajority of the Houfe, inclined to pafs the ~.me Com pli-
ment on the Earl of Peterborough : And as for thofe who were in the Duke’s
Intereft in the Houfe of Commons™ they fouiTd their Number too fmall to dare
to make any frefti M otion. Thus his Grace, inftead of having the Thanks
of either Houfe, had the M ortification, to fee an invidious and fcurrilous
Letter publifhed, entituled, Reafons why a certain great General™ had not
the Thanks™ <f either of the two Houfes of Parliament.

This, together with fome dubious Expreflions, faid to have? been let fall
by the Duke, in the Debates in the Houfe ofLordsi concerning the Affairs of
Spain, increafed the Apprehenfions of many, that his Grace lvould gratify
his private Difguft, and lay down his Com m iffion : For it was thought na-
tural for his Refentment to fuggeft, That he had acquired a fufficient

Stock of Honour and W ealth, to defpife the Frowns of Fortune ; That

it would be derogatory to his Charafter, to ftoop to the Authors,of the
** Difgracp of his Relations; who, whatever their Pretences might be,

would never heartily embrace his Intereft, nor contribute to the Support
ofthe Glory he had already gained ; that the Fate of W ar being uncer-
tain, the leaft Diminution or the Profperity'that had hitherto attended
the Arms of the jellies, might be charged on him as a Crime ; whereas,
if any Misfortune fhould befal them, under another General, the Court
would have Reafon to regret the Lofs of fo profperous a Commander,
and to court him to ferve again, which would add a frefh Luftre to his

Reputation.” But his Grace, who at his D~arture from Holland, had
engaged his W ord to the Stapes-General, and to Prince Eugene, not to aban-
don the Common Caufe, refolved to afl: the Part of a true Hero, and a good
Patriot, we may likewife add, of z\onfummate Politician; he facrificed his
private Difgujls to tjie Publick V(elfare, by concerting Meafures with the
New Minifiry, with the lame hearty Zeal as he had with the Old. He
prudently confidered, that the preferving his Command in Flanders, was
the moft efFeftual Means to maintain his Credit abroad, and to retrieve his
Intereft at Home. In EfFeft, it is pretty evident, from the whole Tenor of
the Duke of Marlborough’*Behaviour, that he never entertained a Thought,
of laying down his Command of the Army j and the following Letters,
which tho' dated fome W eeks before, may properly enough be inferted here,
prove it beyond all Contradiftion, and fliew how much he had die Good of
the Common Caufe at Heart.

Sir,."'

A Letter ** PooR'M r. Cardctmel being Sick, | muftask your Pardon for writing in
from his I* Englifhy but | would not defer any lon|jer the returning you my Thafiks
GenticnimM~ ** obliging Letter of the Fifth, and affuring you, at the fame
very much ** Tim e, the Satisfadlion | take in the good Choice the Elector has made of
in his late Monfieur Bothmar. oOur Conjunfture in England isfo very extraordinary,
require not only his Diligence, but his utmoft Priidence. |

It Hannvr., every Thing may end for the beftj but our difmal Afpeft
** feems rather favourab”~to France, than to ourfelVes. I "Sam, with Truth,

Sir,
Auguft 18, 1710, TourfaithfulServ

, Marlborough.

* Sir,
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“ 1 HAVE received from the Hands of Monfieur de St. Laurent”™ the Let- Tranllation
rer you was pleafed to write to me the Twenty-ninth pait; by which Jofanothjjr

fee the Eleftor decgns that Monfieur de Bothmar ihali make a Tour to
the Army, to confer with me, before he goes to England ywhich 1 look
upon, as in Duty bound, to be a particular Mark of- his Ekfloral High-
nefs’'s Goodnefs, and the Confidence he is pleafed to place in m e} and I
beg of you to affure his Highnefs, and his Minifters, that 1 fliall not
make an ill Ufe of thisTruft, and that whatever | lhall fay to him, fliall
be with no other View, but to the Intereft of the moft Serene Elefforal
Houfe, an”~hat of England., which are infeparable } and as becomes a
faithful and moft devoted Servant, as | have had the Honour lately to
teftify to his EleSforal Highnefs myfelf. Before the Conclufion of the
Month, | fhall fake Care to lodge a Paflport at the Hague™ that M on-
fieur de Bothmar may purfue his Journey, with the greater Safety and
Expedition.

From the Camp* before Aire* . I am, &c.
Septemb. 9, 1710. The Princct and Duke g/’'MARLBOROUGH.
Sir,

«

*1

%

MoNSIfiuR de St. Ldureht delivered me, laft Night, your Letter ofTranflation

the Second Inftant, concerning my Lord Riverses Voyage. Thofe |
ceiveil, this Morning, from London, of the Twenty-fecond paft, O. S.

confirm his Departure. I am likewife informed, from very good Hands, fame!

that he is only charged with Compliments in general, without any Or-
ders concerning the Command of tne Army. However, | beg you to af-
fure the Perfon, who ordered you to write to me on this Account, of my
moft humble Acknowledgments for the Goodnefs and Friendftiip he has
fliewn me on this Occafion ; and to tell him, that if | durft offer my Ad-
vice, in an Affair of fo ticklifh a Nature, and which fo nearly concerns
me, his Elefforal Highnefs, if he fhould mention it to this Lord, fhould
give him to underftand, that he has the Goodnefs to honour me with his
Proteftion and Favour, and he is fatisfied with, my Servicesj that all the
High Allies having an entire Confidence in me® a Change, at this Junc-

ture, could not but be of great Prejudice to the Common Caufe. 1If his
Ekhoral Highnefs would be pleafed to .explain him felf after this Man-
ner, | flatter m yfelf with the Hopes, itwould produce a very good E ffeft

in England, to reftify the unfettled Minds of fome, and to re-eftabfjfli,
in fome meafure, the unhappy Situation of our Affairs; befides the Ad-
vantage it would be to me in particular: Though | regard the latter as
nothing, in Comparifon with the former: However, it would lay me un-
der an ODbligation to acknowledge it, by devoting myfelf entirely to the
Service of his EleiioralHighne”~ and his moft Serene Houfe, to the very
laft Moment of my Life. I have difpofcd of my Letter according to
your Defire, and affure you of Secrefy, being very fincerely,

Prtem the Camp before ™M re» SiR, Csfc.
Septemb. 10, 1710. ThePrincetandDukeofMK'k'LIfb~MOVGIit
Sir,

I AM indebted to you fof two of your Letters; the latter, of theTranflati'on

Twenty-third paft, was delivered to me, this Morning, by Monfieur

St. Laurent, and | was unwilling to lofe the firft Opportunity of returning

you Thanks, fof the Communication of Whaipafles in your Parts. I find fame!
- - r r? j S u I d; 11

of another,
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, *« the EJefiions for the enfuing Parliament. 1t wi[l be requifite for me, both
with Regard to the Intereft of his EhHoral Highnefs, and to tfte Publick
** Good, to aft with Abundance of Caution in this Affair. In the mean
** W hile, it would be very necelfary, that the W orld ftiould be undeceived
in this Point: And his EKBoral Highnefs may be affured, that in this, as
** well as in eveiy Thing elfe, | ftiall endeavour even to anticipate whatever
he Ihall vouchlafe to command me.
Since Monfieur'w~ Bothmar is to ftay yet three Weeks in your Parts,
| hope to have an Opportunity of fpeaking with him at the Hague. The
“ Siege of St. Venant being now happily accomplifhed, we fhall now pur-
“ fue that of Jire with thegreater Vigour.”

From the Camp before Aite, lam, 6cc.
Oftob. I, 1710. The Prtnce”™ and Duke p/bAhKLBOKOMGii.
Sir,
T ranflatign *» | am extremely obli|][ed to you for the Advices you continue to give
of another, me, in your Letter Ot the Thirtieth pift. You may depend upon it, |
fa~, mhec w ill malce fuch Ufe of them, as you deifiire ; and that whatever you have
fame. the Goodnefs to acquaint me with, fhall always remain an Inviolable Se-

cret. I make no DifHculty of renewing the Treaty for the Troops, for
the enfuing Year. O f this you may inform Monfieur de Bothmarj and in
Cafe | fhould be gone, he will find a Letter at Monfieur Klyngraeff‘i®

which will advife him thereof.”
1 anr See, *
From the Camp before A ire,
O ftob. 8, 1710. The Prince, aid®DuJceo /'M arlborough.

Pursuant to thefe prudent Counfels, the Duke made a free Refignation
of his Duchefs’'s Places at Court, by delivering into her M ajefly’e Hands the
Gold Kev her Grace hadj as Groom of the Stole. This voluntary Sacrifice
of a Perlon fo jufHy dear to him, but who had the Misfortune of having
incurred her M ajefly’s Difpleafure, was thought, by all unprejudiced People,
a great Demonflration of his Grace’'s Publick Spirit, and that nothing could
come in Competition with his Defire of ferving his Country.

A ccordingly, it was fo well taken by the that fhe was not only
pleafcd to renew his Com m Iflion, but Ilkev/ife to make a DIfpofition of the
other Generals, entirely to his Grace’s Satisfaftion: An inconteftable Proof
of her M ajefty’'s being as yet unfhaken, in the Opinion fhe had always juftly

7‘heDucliefs retained of his Capacity, and Fidelity, As forthe Duchefs, it was obferved,*
of Marlbo- the Lofs of all her valuable Places, which amounted to fome Thou-
greitVrJa'fter aYear, was fo far from being any Mortification to her, at leafl, in
herDifgrace,outward Appearance, that fhe lived afterwards, both in Town and Country,
than before, cfpecially at her Seat at St. Albansy with an uncommon Splendor, Libera-
’ lity, and M agnificence; which very much abated the Envy and M alice of
thofe, who take a Pleafure of reviling Perfons of W orth, and Dignity, when
under Difgrace. .

W e fhall conclude our Account of the Tranfaftions of this Year, by gb-
ferving the great Hopes Frjwre conceived (which we fhall find, in the Sequel,
were but too well grounded) of a favourable Turn to their Advantage”™ up-
on this great Change of Affairs in Great Britain. That our Readers may
form an Ildea how far thefe Hopes extended, and what was the immediate
E Ifeft thereof, we fhall give them an Extraft of a Lette<*> fuppofed to have
been written bj Monfieur Petftcum (of whom we have had Occafion to make
frequent mention above) to' Moflfieur Buys, foon after the Removal of the
Karl of Sunderland..

I HAVE been (fays that Gentleman) once more at Gertruydenburgh,
ufed my beft Endeavturs, to prevail with the M inifters of France to ex-
" plain

»
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plain thgm felves, upon what Security their M aftcr was willing to give,'txtiaa of »
for evacnaring the SpaniJJM onarchy, (sfc. But lfound that gaining Time
was their chiefPoint; and every Pretence of Delay contributed, in their
« Opinions, to the Intereft: of their M after. Monireur *
T his furprized me very much, and feemcd fo contrary to all good”™«y”' *

"“.Policy, that | could not forbear arguing the Cafe with them ; and endca-

" voured to demonftrate, from their own low Circunaftances, and the fiou-

** rifliing Condition of the j4llics™ that the deferring of Peace, in all Proba-

** pility, muft tend to the Difad vantage of France. | fhewed them, that the

* Affairs of the Allies were ftill in the fame Condition, or more profperous,

** than when the Preliminaries were fettled; that their WMNTS were Victorious
every w he” that they had ftill the fame Generals™ vefted w~ith the fame

= Power, Inferejt, and Authority; that they were now about to penetrate
into the very Heart of France, Doway being taken, and nothing in Flan-
ders was able to rejiji the Duke of Marlborough, and the Prince of Savoy ;
which made all the World wonder, why the King o/'France would not con-

** elude a Peace, when he could no longer carry on tht If*ar? 1 urged the
Unanimity of all thQ Allies\ 1| reprefented that England was not only
able, but ftill determined to go on with the W ar; that the fame Parlia-
ment was ftill in being, which had fo readily granted fuch great Supplies ;

** that the fame Minijiers were ftill at the Helm, who had had the Manage-

* ment of their Affairs throughout this long ~nd expenjtve H"ar, and pre- *
ferved the Publick Credit bevond Exam ple; and that, notwithftanduig
the Removal of the Earl or Sunderland, the SI™een had publickly de-

** dared, and promifed. She would not make any farther Alterations tn her
Minijiry.

* Here they interrupted me, and faid, -Indeed if all I had alledged were

** true, the Meafures France was taking would feem very unaccountable;

** put they could not believe me fo ignorant of what was doing in England,

** as not to think that France had good Reafon to change her Style, and ex-

peft Peace upon far better Terms, than could have been hoped for, or

even thought of laft Year: And they believed I ihould be of the fame

Opinion, when | faw the Englijh General dijgraced; or, at leaft, fofar

mortified, that he could ferve no longer, the Minijiry difcarded, arid the.

*m Parliament diffolved.

T hey obferved that | was very much ftarticd at thefc Notions, and cn-

** tertained them as utter Improbabilities. Upon which they told me, iir
ftiort, That thefe Meafures were already concerted, between France, and her
Friends in England. *

I WAS ftill more furprized, and begg’'d a farther Explanation ; upon
which they faid, it was true, ipdfeed. Queen Anne had declared, flie would
“ make nofarther Changes in her Minijiry \ but bid me obfcrve the Artifice
** of her new Advifers, This IMeclaraxion was confined to the Mtnijlry;
and, therefore, the Letter of HVr Promife was not broken, if (ibe did not
turn out any ofher Cabinet Council, or that might properly be called M1’ .
nijiers ofState. There was a liatitude left to remove all the chief Offi-
** cers that do notcome ftriftly und”~r that Denomination ; which would foon
be done, by picking out of the'Offices of the chief Confequence, all that
*»* were known *to be in the true Interefi of their Country, and to*be the bcji
Friends, and npojt faithful to the \hief Minijiers, without awy™Regard to
their havingfervtd ill or well\ arrd when thefe are all removed, and others
ofaquite different Interejl, and Principle, put in their Room, in whom
the Minijiers cannot at all confide, the Minijiers might continue ftill
in their Pofe,Jf they pleafed, the *een had promifed rfiot to turn them
** out.

T hey defired me farther to obferve, that there was no Engagement
not to diffolve t]JH Parliament, which* was now laboured Day” and N ight;
and if the States-Geneual, forefeeing the fatal Chnfequences the _Diifolu-
tion of the Parliament muft brihg upon the w~ole Alliance, ftiould re*
prefent their Apprehenfions on this Head, thoueh in them oft fubmiflive

° ' MTE AR e,
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< Manner, they will be told, *I'ney meddle with lyings, wherewith they havt
< nothing to do. And there are thole, who have now Accefs to the who
tt will fatisfy her, itisa Treatment lhe ought to refent.

But what they infifted upon chiefly, and with the greateft SatisfaElion,
¢r was the Scheme, which, they faid, was laid to deftr™~-the Publick Credit
'< in Efigland, and would make it utterly impolTible tor the //ies to carry
€ on the War any longer. They inftanced a great itiany other Particulars,
Cr and concluded from the whole, that if the Marlhal de Villars could fpin

out the Campaign, without hazarding a Battle, and oblige the Allies to
fpend this Summer in three or four'SK*ges, the Advantage which France
C« would reap from the Meafures concerted in England, would more than

Cr co'unter-ballance the Lofs of three or four of their mc.3 confiderable

¢ Towns.”

fliall not pretend to affirm this Letter to be genuine; but if it is, as
the Behaviour of. the French Plenipotentiaries at Gertrttydenburgh m akes it
highly probable, their Court muft have had an early Knowledge of, and a
confiderable Influence over, the moft fecret Defigns and Tranfaftions of the
Britijh court, at this Time. .

W e come now to an Account of the Proceedings of the Year 1711,
which w& fhall begin, as we did thofe of the lait Year, with a Relation of
all fuch Domeflrick Occurrences as had any Regard to our Britijh Hero.

On the Sixth of January, there was a memorable Debate in the Houfe of
Peers, about the Conduft of the Earl of Galway in Spain; on which Occa-
sion, after the faid Lord had given ingenuous Account of his Behaviour in
that Kingdom, and was withdrawn, the Duke of Marlborough, togtHer with
feveral other Peers, fpoke very much in his Favour; and, amongft other
Things, his Grace faid. It was fomewhat Jlrange, that Geyierals, who had
acled to the hejl of their XJhderfiandings, and had lofi their Limbs in the Ser-
vicc, Jhould he examined like Offenders, about injignijicant Things, o0On the
Twelfth, the Houfe qg/'Lords paifed a Cenfure upon the late Minifiry as
having contributed to all our Misfortunes in Spain, and to the Dilappoint-
ment of the Expedition againfl: Toulonj by beir~, in a great Meafure, the
Occafion of the War”~ having been carried on oflfenfively in thofe Parts, con-
trary to the Opinion of the Earl of Peterborough.

“ On this Occafion, it wis moved, that an Addrefs fliould be made to the
Slueen, to free thofe who were urtder an Oath of Secrefy, from that Tve,
that a full Account might be laid before the Houfe, ot all their Conful-
tations: Her M ajefty readily granted this, and came to the Houfe, which
was undcrftood to be with Defign to favour what was aimed at. Hcre-
upon, the Duke of Marlborough, the fita.rls of Goldolphin and Sunderland,
and the Lord Cowper, (hewed, that co'ifidering the Force fent over to
Spain, under the Lord Rivers, they tl;jiLght an ofFenfive W"ar was ad-
vifable ; that the Expence of this Wa<”™ was fo great, and the Profpeft fo
promifing, that they could not but think an ofFenfive W ar was ncceffary;
and that to have advifed a defenfive Ofic, would have made them liable to
a jufl: Cenfure, as defigning to protraEb'the W ar. The Defign upon Spain
was no W ays intermixed with the A flairs of Spain; the Earl of Peterbo™
roughftocied he was in the Secret, arid had propofed, indeed, the bring-
ing ovec fome Troops from Spaing for that Defign j and had oftered a
Scheme to the Duke of Savoy, whereiu that was mentioned, and ~ad ient
it over to England; but though his Royal Highnefs fufFered that Lord to
amufe himfeTf with his own rrojef£t) which he had corfcerted for the At-
tempt on Toukn, he had declared he would not undertafte-it>~if it was not
managed with the utmoft Secrefy ; which was facredly kept, and the De-
fign only communicated to thofe, to whom it was to be intruded, for the
Execution thereof. ]*o Troops from Spain were to be, eniploy’d in that
Servicc, nor did it mifcarry for want of Men. Thefe Lords farther laid.
They had given their Opinion in Council, according to the beft of their

Judgment j their Inte;ntiom were fincere, for the Servicc of the "geeny
I
and
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« and to bring the W ar to » fpeedy Conclufion. Yet aVote pafled, Tkjt
« they werA to blame for aavi™ng un nffhifroe Pf"ar in spain, upan which the
« Lofs of the Battle of Almanza followedi and that this occajibned the Mif-
« carriage of the Dejign upon 1 'oulon.”

N7

H ere was a new and ftrange Precedent, of cenfuring aRcfolutlon taken in Remark*
Council} and of defiring the Sovereign to order all that had palled in Coun- thereupon.®

cil to be laid before the Houfe. In all the hot Debates in King Charles the
Firlt's Reign,notwithftanding many Refolutions taken in Council were juftly
cenfurable, yet the palling any Cenfure on thenri was never attempted, by
Men who were no ways partial in Favour of the Prerogative: But they uu*
derftood very well vnat our Conftitutidn was in that Point. A Refolution
in Council, isonly the Aft of the Sovereign j who, upon hearing his Coun-
fellors deliver Opinions, forms his own Refolution. ACounfellor, in-
deed, may be tiable to Cenfure, for what he may fay at that Board; but the
Refolution taken there, had been hitherto treated with a filent Refpeft buc
by this Precedent, it"jnay hereafter be fubjeft to a 'Parliamentary Enquiry.
The ’\ectiy fays a late Author, was fo defirous of having a Cenfure fixed oi™’

her former Minifiry™ that Ilhe did not fufliciently confider the Wound
given to the Prerogative™ by the W ay in which it was done.

On this Occiifion, the Earl of Peterborough received the Thanks of that
A<ig™ -Affemb/y, for his eminent and remarkable Services in Spain: This, as
the Duke of Marlborough had not been honoured with the fame this Year,
could not but be a great Mortification to him, as were, undoubtedly, the
Cenfures which enfued, with Regard to the AflTuirs of Spain, on the late
Minijiryt and the Earl of Galway”™ in whofe Caufe his Grace had fpoke.

“ I NEVER (fays a late Author, on fumming up this M atter) anjn

Thin~ carried on in the Houfe of Peers, fo little to their Honour as r.his
** was: Some,who voted with the Reft,feem 'dafhamedofit. Theyfaid fome-

what was to done, to juftify the ~een’'i Change of the Minijiry; and
“ every Things elfewhere, had been fo well conduced, as to be above all
“ Cenfure: So the Misfortune of Almanza being a vifible Thing, they re-

folved to lay the Load there. The Management of the Publick Trea-
fure was exaf£l:, and unexceptionable: So that the fingle Misfortune of the
“ W ar was to be magnli\"d. Some were more eafiiy drawn in to concur
in thefe Votes j becaul™, by the Ad of Grace, all thofe vvho had been
concerned in the Adminiftration, were coveicd from Profecution and

Punilhment: So this w;i« reprefented fo fonii, as a Compliment that

would be very acceptablc to the ~ecft/ and by which no Perfon could be

hurt.”

Richard Hilly Efq; who, as we obfervecl before, was appointed Envoy
Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiary to the States-General, See. in the Room
*of Lieutenant-General Cadogan, h~fing excufed his going in that Character,
either on Account of fome Indifjfcfition, or for other Reafons, the ~een,
on the Eleventh of January”™ jppifl~rted the Earl of Orrery, a Major-General,
in his Room . * oy

W hat Difcourfe pafled between her MajelwW, and the Duke of Marlbo-
rough’\ wheti'hls Grace refigned thelDuchefs’'s Places, has been varioufly re-
ported ; but as that Convcrfation was in private, we fhall not prefumc to
»ily any Thing aibout it. It is evid~t, however, bv the Seque , that her
Mqjediyi and her new Miniflers, thoi~ht it advifeable to continue bis Grace
inthe Command of the Britijh Forces'* in Flandersi and, in order.tt) make
him eafy in his Poft, fome younger Generals were fent to comrtiand elfe-
where.

A late Author* fums up thefe M atters, as far as regards his Grace, as
follows ; “ A~thjADuke of Marlborough was involved in the general Cen-
fure pafs’J on the former Minijiry, he had not the ufual Compliment of
Thanks, for the Succeffes of the former Campaign. W hen that was
moved irx the Houfe g/'Lords, it was Hpofed with fo much Eggernefs by
« the Duke of Argylc, and others, that it was let, fail. Fot this the Duke

was prepared by the ~eenj who, \ipon his comiijg over, told him, that
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he was not to expeft the Thanks-of the two hpquS, as had been formerly:

She added. That ftie expefted he fhould live \j'ell with her Mhificn: \ec

he fhewed no Refentment for all the ill Ufage he met with \ and having
«* been much prefs-d by the States, and our other Allies, to continue in the
* Command of the Army; upon that Account, he refolved to be patient,
*«and to fubmit to every Thing, in order to carry on the W arj and finding

the Prepofleflion againft his Duchefs was not to be overcome, he
** carried a Surrender of_all her Places to the Siiteen: She was Groom of

the Stole, had the Robes, and the Privy-Purfe; in all which, ftie had
** ferved with great Oeconomy, and Fidelity to the Nicen, and Juilice to
** thofe who dealt with the Crown.” '

The Duke of Marlborough having been thus continued in the Command
of the Britijh Forces in Flanders™ and the Duke of Argyk’,”ho had given
g Grace fome Uneafinefs, being recalled from thence, and lent into Spain,

Opinion of many, that a Reconciliation wa,s aflually concluded
between his Grace and the new Mitiijfry: But the Atj*hor of four Letters,
written in Vindication of the late Minijiry, as to the Management of the Mar,
and the Negotiation O/ Peace, who, it was generally believed, received Hints
and Inftrultions from his Grace, plainly infinuated, “ That little more
“ Harmony was to be expefted between tw'o Rivals in Power, thati be-
*» tween a rifing and afalling Favourite. Some Perfons, fays that Author,

would ftill pretend to put a good Face upon the M atter; and do not
** (jueftion, from the Duke of A/<2r/”~cro«™/»’s paft SuccefTes, but he will yet
frighten our Enemies into an honourable Peace: But | am afraid he is not
likely to do much, at this Time, when the Enemy are encouragcd to
** take Heart afrefh, the~///Vi full of Jealoufies and Fears, and him felf ex-
tremely mortified: Things are no more the fame, than the Ufage he
** meets with : When he is uneafy in his Thoughts, undermined in the Fa-
vour of his Sovereign, and vilely mifreprefented to the People; VV'hen
** his Want of Intereft at Home, makes it impoflible for the Allies to de-
** pend upon the Hopes he gives them : When he is without Authority in
his Army, where it is made criminal to efpoufe his Interefl, and to Ry
in his Face, is the fureft W ay to Advancement: W hen it is meritorious
"* in his Officers to cabal againll, him, and the wo/? fafiious will be thought
* the ngy deferving. M~ith what Heart can a Alan in thefe Circumftances
ferve ? Or what Succefr can be expefted from him, when he is to de-
pend upon profefs'd Ehemies for his Support? It is little, | think, we
** can hope for, even from him hereafter, though that little be more than
any body elfe could do.”

The Duke’'s Friends, however, concluded, that his Grace refolved to fa-
crifice his private Difgujts to tht publick Good, by concerting Meafures with
ths new Minijiryy if notwith equal Conlfdence, at leaft, with the fame hearty
Zeal, for the Common Caufe, as he did w(th the late Lord Treafurer; than
which, no Motives could be more Heroic™ * But his Grace had his Enemies,
who pve a very different Conftruftion to this M atter j and though they
~ould not bring the leafl Proof to fupp ™ their Allegations, they were not
wanting to fuggeft, that nothing but K predominant Paflion,” ~nd an inia-
tiable Avarice, made him keep the Copmand; and that he rather chofe to
m ake a Surrender ofthe Duchefs’s Plac.-is, than hisowuj which were fo muc”
more advantageous. Thus may the m6ft well-defigned, and difinterefled Ac-
tion becfinfured, by envious and malicious Men, as proceeding frpm quite
contrary M otives. 0 ,

However that be, about the Beginning of February, the was
pleafed to write a Letter to the States-General, in Anfwer to one from them,
wherein her Majefty declared herfelf entirely fatisfied ~thahe Conduft of
the Duke of Marlborough; and afTared them, that according to their Defire,
fhe would order his Grace to fet out forthwith for Holland.

Her Majelty took fome Days to confider of it, before fhe difpofed of

Duchefs of Marlborough”™ Places; but towards the End of January, it

was publickly known, that the Ducheis of Somerfet fucceeded her Grace, as
Groom



Duke of MARLBOROUGH, &c. 519

Groom ofthe Stole, firft | ady of the Bed-chamber, and Lady of the Ward*

robe to hef M ajefty, as all» that Mrs. Majham was advanced in her Room

to be Privy-Purfe : Wherlupon, foon after, the Duchefs removed from her

Lodgings, in the Royal Palace at St. James"™™ to Montague-Houft; retaining t
of all her former Places only the Rangerlhi~r of ffindfor-Parki which had

been conferred upon her Grace for a certain 'I'erm of Years.

On the Sixth oiFebruary”™ the Anniverfary of the Birth-Day, it
was celebrated with great Pomp and Solemnity ; but the Duke of Marl-
borough did not appear at that Feftival, having fet out, four Days before,
with her Majefty's Leave, for Blenheim-Houfe, m Company with .the Mar-
quis de Pafcalj c-rovernor of Brujfels, who was lately come from Flanderst
and Monfieur de Seiffan. His Grace did not ftay long there, but returned to
London with th~Tfame Com pany; and fct out from thence on the Eighteenth,
together with them, and the Earl of Orrery, in order to embark for Holland* The Duke
Before his Departuj;e, his Grace received pofitive AfTurances, that the Pay-
ment of the Troofyi, under his Command,6 “fliould be taken Care of
effeftually, by the New Minijlry, as it had been heretofore. lard

W e fhall leave his Grace on his Voyage, for the prefent, and mention
fome more Particulars relating to our Domeftick Affairs, becaufe they are
necelTary to the Underftanding what follows, and were introduftory to our
Britijb Hero'i Difgrace. On the Seventh of March, the Lord vifcount
Townjhend™ her M ajefty’'s Embaflador-Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiary to
the States-General oi Uviited-Provincesy having defired Leave to return
Home, her Majefty was pleafed to appoint the Lord Raby, her Embalfador-
Extraordinary to the King ofPI’ujfia, to fucceed him in that Employment
at the Hague.

A bo\jt the fame Time, the Marquis de Guifcardh™Vwig been feiied for
High-Treafon, and being carried before a Committee of the Privy-Council,
attem pted to murder Mr. Harley, w hilft under Examination, by ftabbing
him in the Breaft with a Penknife ; But the Blow lighting on the Bone, the
Blade broke about half an Inch from it, and the Wound ~d not prove Mor-
tal, though it was thought defperate for fome Weeks. The Houfe ofCom-
MONs being informed that M r. Harley's wWound was almoft healed, and that
he would venture abroad in a few Days, they came to this unanimous Refo-
lution : * That when the Right Honourable Robert Harley, Efq; Chancellor
of her M ajefty’'s Exchequer, attends th~e.JService of this Houfe, the
Speaker, in the Name of this Houfe, do congratulate the faid M r. Har-
|e)/S Efcape, and Recovery, from the barbarous and villainous Attempt
** made upon him, by the Sieur de Guifcardj ' which was done accordinglyi
the Seventeenth of Jipril.

The fame Night, Captain Powel arrived at IVhltehall from the Hague; be- yhtEnperai'
ing fent Expreis by the Lord Rifoy, with an Account, that the Emperor
Jofeph died of the Small-Pox, a Vienna, the Seventeenth of that Month~
N. S. upon which, the ~cen riw ved to concert Meafures, with her High
Allies, to advance King Charles™l. to the Imperial T'hrone. Wherefore,
on the Twentieth, her Majefty fent a Meffage to the Houfe of Commons}
acquaintiff~ them with this her Hefolution, wherein, ihe iaid, the States"

had likewife concurred; V affuring them, at the fame Time, fhe Rcfolutlons’
had an entire Confidence in th~ Affeftion and Duty of her Parliament, takenJ)y the”
thatf with their Affiftance, undeiUhe Prote£tion and Blefling of Almighty
*» Gcd™ fhe fhould be enabled to J~ke a happy ConcKirion of£this W ar,
« ~ a fafe and honourable Peace.” tThe fame Day, both Houfes agreed in an
ilddrcfs to the “een, which was prefented the fame Evening ; and wherein,

they not only approved of her M ajefty’s Meafures, but told her ; they

fhould not bfr~flifcouraged, by this, or any other Misfortunes, from fup*

porting her M ajefty, in all the Meafures, fhc, in her great W ifdom,

“ fhould judge proper, tobring this ffar to ahappy ConcluJioHj by afafe and
“ honourab!- Peaci.” T h et h a n k 'dfithem for this Addrefs,and told them,
It was of great Importance the World fhould kAow, that both Houfes of
Parliament, fo unanimoufly approved the Meafwes, ihe had taken on the

, “  BEmperor™%
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Emperor'~Death, which would very much eAourage her Jlfies™ to con-
tinue united in the Common Caufe” | |

People of Penetration imagined, that the M eflage gave*'a Glim pfe
of the Scheme the Neu> Min”ry had formed, upon the Death of the Em-
-pCTor Jofeph y viz. to make a Peace, by yielding up and the

Jndics, to King Phihp: Not only becaule of the Expence it would coft to
regain them, and the infurmountable D ifficulties which would occur in the
Attem pt, but alfo becaufe, in their Opinion, it would deftroy the Ballance
of EUrope, which was the main Objeft of the Grand uMliatice. As there-
fore, botbjrioujes of Parliament, had Ihewn a Readinefs, in their Addrefsi
to approve of any Meafures her M ajefty fliould think proper, in order to
procure a Pcace, the Minijiry were now left at Liberty, to purfue their
ischeme, under the Sanftion of that Authority.

A little before the Emperor“%bD eath, two great Points were,fully adjufted :
W e mean the Compofing of the Differences between the ImperialCourt, and
the Duke of Savoy, which wa” done to the entire Satis~ftioii of the latter ;
and the appeafing of the Troubles with the Makcontents in Hwigary ; which
proved or vaft Service towards facilitating the Advancement of King
Charles 111. to the Imperial Throne.

On the Second of A/ay, Mr. Chancellor of the Excheqntr propofed a
Scheme he had formed, toJatis/j/ all Tublick and National Debts and Deji-

ciences ; by allowing the Proprietors thereof, an Intereft of Six per Cent.

t),cVublick pe* ~nnuwi redeemable by Parliament, and incorporating them to carry on

Debts.

a Trade to the Sotitb'Seas. There' was, at that lim e, a great Debt upon
the Navy ; occafioned partly by the Deficiency of the Funds appointed for
the Service at Sea; but chiefly by the Necemty of applying fuch Supplies
as were given without appropriating Claufes, to the Service abroad ¢ which
it was impoflible to carry on by Credit, or without Ready-money ; where-
fore it was judged more convenient, and conducive to the Publick Good, to
let the Navy l)ebt run on. This had increafed to feveral M illions, and
the Difcount on the Navy Bills ran high ; thiswhole Debt, therefore, was
thrown into one Stock, and a Fund formed by Parliament) for pa}ing the
Intereft at Six per Cent.
The Flatterers, fays a late Author, of the New Minijiry, mdde great
Ufe of this to magnify them, and to afperfe the Old Minijiry ; but a full
Report of that M atter w”.s foon after publifl\ed, by which it appeared
that the Publick Money had been managed with the utmoft Fidelity and
Frugality ; and it was made evident, tnat when there was not Money
“ enough to anfwer all the Expences of the W ar, it was neceffary to apply
“ it to that which prefled moft, and,where the Service could not be carried
on by Credit : So this Debt was contrafted by an inevitable Neceffity ,
and all reafonable Perfons were fully litisfy'd with this Account of the
M atter. Tiie Earl of Go~/o7i);Vs unble”~ilh’d Integrity was fuch, that no
fmpuration could be faftened on him ; co, to keep up a Clamour, they
reflefted on the Expence he had run Ahe Nation to, upon the early Suc-
ceffes, in the Year 1706, which were vew juftly acknowledged, and cleared
in the fucceeding SelTion ; but it was endw revived, and faid to 'be an Inva'
Jfon of the great Right of the Commits in giving Supplies, to enter on
Defigns, and to engage the Nation i an Expence, not pro~Tided fdr
Parliament. This was aggravated with many tragical Circum ftantes as.a
** Subverjion ofthe ConJHtution j fo widji this, and the thirty-five M iJjions, of
which the Accounts were not yet pafs™d, and fome other Particulars, Nley
made an ifijlaming Addrefs to the ~*een, at the End of the Seflions. AnH
this was artfully fpread through the Nation; by which weaker Minds were
fo poffefled, that it was not eafy to undeceive them, 6(Verr by the fulleft
and cleareft Evidences: 'lhe Nation feemed ftill infatuated,'.beyond the
Power of Conviftion.”
T he Cenfftire this Author here hints at, fell heavicft on the late Lord
JTreafurer ; for the Commons voted, amongft other Thirvgj": That the not

compelling the fevera'l Accomptants'to pafs their'refpeftive Accounts,
4- f "had
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had beer a notorious ~rt:ch of trufiy in thofe, -who, of late Years, h«d
the Mai agment of the 3reajtiry™ and an High Lijujhce to the Nation ; and
that the increafing the Publick Expences, beyond the Supph'es granted
* hy Parliament, had been the chief Occafion of the Debts ot the Nation, X
and an Invajion of the Rights o f Parliament.’” J
N ot long after the Scheme abovementioned had been approved in Par- He is made
Jiammtj the ~ecn having refolved to reward the many fignal and eminent aP«r of
Services of Robtrt Harley,Efq; Chancellor of her M ajefty’'s Exchequer, and
one of the Lords CommilTioners ot the Treafury, in a moft diftinguilhing.iJ™
Manner, ftie firft created him Baron Harley of JVigmorc, in the Coiunty OCTressurer.
Hereford, Earl of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer: The Patent having palfcd
the Seal the Twenty-fourth of May, his Lordftiip was introduced next Day,
into the Houfe Peers, and took his Place accordingly. On the Twenty-
ninth, her M ajefty appointed the new Earl Lord High Treaftirer of Great
Britain ; and the Firft ofJuncy his Lordftiip took the ufual Oaths, to qua-
lify him for entering upon that High Poft.
On the Twelfth of Jme, the SYieenwent to the Houfe of Lords, with the
ufual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, flie gave the Royal Alfcnt
to feveral A fts; after which flie made a moft Gracious Speech, and proro-
gued the Parliament Ywherein, contrary to the Expeftation of many, the
neceffary Supplies for carrying on the V\’ar againlt Franco, were granted
with fuch Alacrity, as feeitied at that Time, a Defnonftration to all un-
byafs'd People, that her Majefty~s Allies had then nothing to fear, nor her
Enemies to hope, from the Change flie had lately made in her Minijiry, and
Parliamentj notwithftanding the pretended Infinuations ofthe French Pleni-
potentiaries at Gertruydenburgh, and the Endeavours of feveral, as well at
Home iind Abroad, to perfuade the World to the contrary. Her Majefty
thought fit to take Notice thereof in her Speech, as follows.
I THANK you. Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, in a particular VAxtoUhii
** Manner, for what you have done ; you have comply’'d with frjy Defire,
in granting a Supply for building many new Churches; and you have
not only cnabkd nme to carry on the IVar™ but have made cjfeilual Provifon guingthe
for paying thofe heavy Debts which were almoft grown an infupportabk Parliamenu
Burthen™ to the Publick : And that,at a Time, when our Enemies every
where pleafed themfelves with the llopes, that the Supplies for the Ser-
vice of the current Year could not have'teen found. You hnve di/ap-
pointed them in all Refpefts ; and by the gleat Sums you have faifed,
the greateft ever granted t6 any Princ'e, in one Seflion, you have reftored
the Publick Credit, which | will take Care to prefcrve by a frugal Ma-
** nagement. The World muft now be fatisfy’d, that nothing can be too
difficult for a Parliament, filled with fo much Zeal, for the true Intereft
** of the Nation, in Church ancL”tate.”

*k

A late Author gives a verg different Account of the Motives which
gave Rife to feveral of the TraJftftions of thofe Times, which we lhall like-
wife infert for the EnW rtlinment M our Readers. *»* The Earl of Oxford,
fays he, being made Lord Trec”Nirer, foon became the Chief, if not foie
Minijler™ for every Thing was~Fcfted by him. It foon appeared, that
his Strength lay if; managing Parties, and engaging weak People, by Re-
ward” and Prom ifes, to depend u]™n him , but that he neither thoroughly %
underftood the Bufinefs of the \reafury, nor the Conduft rtf Foreign
« Affairs : But he trufted to his Int~ ft in the ~een,zr\d in the Favourite.

Hfe faw the Load, which the>"~rrying on the W ar muft bring upon Ncgotiati*

liim ; fo he refolved to ftrike up a Peace affoon as poflible. The Earl of°"*
Jerfey had fome Correfpondence in Parisj and fome at Sz. Germains fo
he truftcd the~onduft of the Negotiation to him. lhc Duke of Aew -

cajlle,- w~o wa”Lord Privy-Seal, died of an Apoplexy in July. Upon
his DeatH, there appeared a great Com petition for this Office Mthe Sjieetiy
and her PrimeJ”™Bnifcr, therefore, téok fome Tiijne to confider of a pro-
* per Perfon, for this important Poft. The oi Buckingham, Shrewf-"

> “ bury, and Leeds, the Earl of Noftingham, the Lnrd Gucinfey his Brother*
n 8 B j “ and
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and fhe Earls of Clarendon”™ and Jerfe”, were n.med on one’Sid*: j and, on
the other, the Duke and Duchefsof Sometfa made great Interell for the
* Lord Sommers, and went near to bring the and the Earl t€f Ox/frd™
“ into that Counfel j at which the Duke of Shrewsbury was fo difgufted,
*that he retired to his Seat in Oxjordjhire. It was then faid, that the
Privy-Seal was to be given to the Earl of Jcrfey j but that he died'fud-
** denly, the very Day it was to be given him. Upon that, it was conferr’d
upon Dr. Robinjotiy Lord Biftiop ot BriJioU Dean of IVindfor™ and Regilter
of the Order of the Garter, who was defigned to be /mi»// Tknipotentiaryt
“ at the Treaty that was proje£led.
“ T'his was publickly known, the Thirtieth of and,on the Third
" of Si'ptenibert his Lordfhip was fworn at H'indfor-, both as Lord Keeper of
the Frivy-Scal, and one of the Lords of her Majefty’s Pri;iy-Council ; but.
though this Choice difgufted fome great Men, the Effedh of which ap-
“ peared not long after, yet it was generally applauded at that Junflure ;
and the more, as his Lordfhip had the Happinef™ to be well in the
“ Efleem of both Parties. This Step of the Court’s, ~*owever, occafioned
more Speculation than ufual, and the rather, bccaufe this great OfTice of
State, had never been in the Hands of a Clergyman, fince the Refotma-
tion,
“ Mr. Matthew Prior™ a Gentleman, who by his naturarAbilities, and
tt pregnant Genius, improved by afTiduous Study, had gained a Name amongft
Wits of the Age, and found Means to raife himfelf to feveral Em-
ployments, who, likewife, had been the JlLord Secretary, was,
“ upon his Death, employ’'d to profccute what his Mailer did not live to
finifh. He wasfent to the Court o£France, m September, to try upon v/hat
Terins we might expeft a Peace : And he was thought the fittefi: Pcrfon
for fuch a private Negotiation, by Reafon of his former Employment, at
** the Peace of R™wick, of Secretary to King JViUiam’'s firft Embafly to
*' France ; and d™his perfonal Acquaintance with the Marquis de Torcy,
who was the firfl Projeftor of this Negotiation. His Journey was carried
on fecretly ; but upon his Return, he was ftopt at Dover j and a Packet
which he brought, was kept till an Order from Court came to fet him free:
** And by this Accidejnt the Secret broke out. Soon after this, Monfieur
Mefnager, and the Abbot du Bois, were fent over from France, with Pre-
liminaries; but very differertT from thofe, which had been agreed on at
Hague, two Years bffdle. The Court was then “Xx JVindfor \ thefe
“ Propofitions were fo well entertained there, that a Copy of them was or-
dered to be given to Count Galias, the Emperor's Minifler. He treated
thofe Offers with much Scorn, and printed the Preliminaries in one of our
“ Ncws-Papers. Soon after this, he was ordered to come no nniore to Court,
hut to make Hafte out of England. .
* This Proceeding (continues our Au”*nor) was fevere and unufual; for
the common Method, when any Provontion is given by a publlck Mini-
** Jier, is to complain of him to his JVfauer, and to deiire him to be re-
called* It was not then known upon what this was grounded ; the Surmife
was, that his Secretary, Monfieur Galdtier, who was a Pri”®, betray'd
** him, and difcovered his fecret Correfpondence, and the AdvertiTements
he fent the Emperor, to give him ill linprcfllons of our Court; for which
" Treac”cry, he was rewarded with an(Abbey in France-, but of thi5 (adds*™
our Author) | have no certain Inforiiiation.
* Whe'r our Court was refolved an this ProjefV, they knew the Lord
‘lowvjhcnd fo well, that they could not depend on his ferving their Eiidsj
fo he was both recalled, and difgraced : And the Lord Rahy was brought
from the Court of Prujfta, and advanced to be Earl oi'Strafford, and fent
Embaffador to Holland,™* '

The feven Preliminary Articles™ as th”~ were communicated to the Mi-
iJflers of thfe Foreign lowers, who were i”*rties in the Grand jilliance, were
«as follows:

/
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PRELI.fIINARY AIj-TICLES, m thi Part o/VtmK, fir pnnrmg
1 / a General Peace.

1. *The King, being willing to contribute all that is in his Power, toTlie icven-
** the Re-ellablifhment of the General Peace, his Majefty declares. That he Prilimvo>y
“ will acknowledge the ~een of Great Britain in that ~ality, as allb the
< Succeflion of t~t Crown, according to the prefent Settlement. tTforeTaif

2. That he will freely, and bonajide, confent to the taking all jaft Minill?rs.
» and reafonable Meafures, for preventing the Crowns of France and ~ain
“ being ever united on the Head of the fame Prince. His Majelty being
convinced, that this Excefs of Power, would be contrary to die Good and
** Qnjet of

3. * 7he King\ Intention is, That all the Parties engaged in the prefent

War, without excepting any of them, may find their reasonable Satisfac-

« tion, in the Treaty of Peace which fhall be made : That Commerce may
be re-eftablifhe?™ and maintained, for the future, to the Advantage of
Great Britain and Holland™ and of the other Nations, who have been.ac-
cuftomed to exercife mutual Commerce.

4. « As the King will, likewife, maintain eJcaflly the Obfervatlon of
Peace, whfen it ftiall be concluded : And the End his Majefty propofes to
« himfelf is, to fecure the Frontiers of his Kingdom, without difturbing,
in any Manner w'hatfoever, the neighbouring States, he Promifes to
agree, by the Treaty which Ihall be made, that the Dutch fhall be put
.in Pofleflion of the fortified Places, which fliall be mentioned, in the Ne-
therlands; to ferve hereafter for a Barrier, which may fecure the Quiet
of rjie Republick of Holland, againtt any Enterprize on the Part of
France.

5. * The King confents, likewife, that a fecure and convenient Barrier
fhould be formed for the Empire, and for the Houfe of Aujlria.

6. That notwithftanding Dunkirk had coft the King very great Sums,
both to purchafe it, and to fortify it, and it is farther neceflarv to be at a
very confiderable Expence, for razing the Works, his Majeuy is willing
to engage to caufe them to be demoliflied, immediately after the Conclu,-
fiion of t™e Peace; on Condition, that for the Fortifications of that Place,
a proper Equivalent, which ma)™ be fa”isftdoij, be given him : And as
England cannot furnifli that Equivalent”™”e Difcuffion of it fliall be re-
ferjed to the Conferences, to be held™for the Negotiation of the Peace.

7. “ When the Conferences for the Negotiation of the Peace fhall be
formed, all the Pretenfions of the Priijces and States engaged in the prt-
fent War, fhall be therein difcufled bonajide, and amicably ; and nothing

fhall be omitted to regulate terminate them, to the Satisfaction of all
the Parties.”

*k

By Virtue of afull Power the King, we the underwritten Knights of
his Order o/’ St. Michael, Deputy to the Council of Commerce» have concluded, o
in his M~J}y's Name, fAejprf/t-nf Preliminary Articles. In witnefs whereof,
we have mned,
MESNAGER.
Done”t London, September 27, O. S*
and Oftober 8. N.S. 1711.

*These Preliminary Articles, as”™:hey wefe then called, though they were Great Mut-
only Offers figned by the French Agent, being fo very different from munngs
what had bc$n«'propofed, when the Marquis de Torcy was fent to Holland,
but two Years b”~ore, furprized every one, and occasioned great Murmur-
ings, amdSgft the Generality of Pe”~le of both Parties. They were look'd
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W hat Viftories the Frcnch had obtained over the Aliks? That tHey couU
have the AlTurance to make Offers now, fo vaft iy diftant from 5hofe the
Jellies had Reafon to expeft, and P'rancc herfelf Rad been upon 'the very
Point of accepting.

To appeafe, in fome Meafure, the Minds of the People, and to put a
Stop to thefe Murmurings, an /\ddition of fix other PreJiminary Jrticks, were
made publick, the fame Day, in the News-Paper, called the Pojl-Boy; which
were iaid to be agreed to by France, though they were not yet figned, nor
communicated co the Minilters of the Allies. Thefe were in Subftance;*

i. ThaT the Kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia, and the Duchy

Milan, with the FortrefTes of Tufcany, which belonged to the Crown of
Spain, and all Flanders, Ihould remain for ever to the Houfeof Niiftria.

3. That King Philip fhould have ail Spain, with the Iflands of Majorca
And Minorca”™ and the fi”eji-Indies.

3. T hat the B.ngHJh ftiould have a Garrifon in Cadiz” and the South-Sea
Company a Settlement on the Continent of jimcrica, accoraing to the Aft of
Parliament.

4. That Dunkirk fhould be demoliflied, and the Harbour deftroyed.

5. That the Dutch might appoint Commilfaries, to trea™ with other
CommilTaries, to be appointed by France, concerning a necelTary Barrier.

6. T hat SatisfaElion and Security fliould be given to the other at
the general Congrefs.

NOTWITHSTANDING the Addition of the ilx laft Articles, to concilia'te
the Favour of the Publick, th« feven Preliminaries no fooner appeared in
Print, than Swarms of Pamphlets came out, which arraign’d the ”ee?i”s
Conduft; and, on the other Hand, as Minifiers of State, though never fo
had, will never want proji 'ttute and venal Pens to defend their Meafures, as
many were publifhed to befpeak a favourable Reception of thefe Articles.
Some of the Foreign Minitters were likewife alarmed, at the Apprehen-
iions of an approaching Peace. In particular. Count Gallas, the Emperor”
Minirter could not contain himfelf, on this Occafion, as it has been faid,
within the Bounds of Decency; on the contrary, he let fall fuch Exprefiions,
with Regard to her Majefly’s Adminiftration, as were not thought very be-
coming, from the Minifter of a.Prince, who had fuch fingular Obligations
to the ~ee”/, and the Nation. Majefty, therefore, thought (he could
do no Icls, than forbid him the Court'; but ihe had ftill fo much Affedion
for his Imperial Majefty, as to let him know, that any other Minittcr from
him would be agreeable to her. «

Having thus premifed what we thought material, for the right under-

Mariboreugb ftanding the Sequel, we ftiall now return tu~the Duke of Marlborough, whom

arrives at

e e

g Voyage to Holland. He arri”~d at the Hague on the Fourth

March, N. S. ve”™ much to the Sacisfatl.y>i? of the States-General, and of
all the Minifters of*the JllUes refiding there. He continued there fome
Time, and was daily in Conference with the D”uties of the States, to con-
cert the Operations of the’enfuing Campaign. The Advantages okaiijed by
the Confederates, the foregoing Summer, in the Netherlands, by the Reduc-
tion or Doivay”™ Bethune, udire, and St. 'Venant, were fo confiderabl™ that
they were cefolved, if poffible, to purfue their Conquefts, and to p ™~ ot)
the War with the utmoft Vigour. In order thereto, it was thought a Mat-
ter of great Importance, to be in the Fidcj before the Enemy ; it was,*there-
fore, determined to poft Detachments from all the Garrifons along t*hc
Scarpc, and between that River, and the Canal of Doway, whereby a great
Body might be formed in a few Hours, and in a Readinefs”*o-marcn. This
was put in Execution with great Expedition, under the PireftiM of Lieu-
tenant-Gencral Cadogan j and.fuch Car#was taken to conceal the dumber of
thefe Detachpnents, that the Enemy’ could not get any Account thereof.

Ac the fame Time, vaft Jlagazines were providing at Tournay, from whence
‘ Provifions,

, , /
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Provifions,<and other Nere”/arles, Vvcre to be fent to Doway, up tfie SckcU,
and the for fubfifHri”g the Troops.

on the other H:ind, the French Forces began to aflemble near Camhray, Both Armi«
and ArraSy about the Middle of ~pril; and the Dulte of Marlborough havirps=>
Intelligence, that the Marlhal de Villarz was expefted at one of thofc Places
on the Fwecnty-fifth of j~pril, his Grace fet out from the Hague on the
Twenty-third ot that Month, and arrived it Tourmy the Twenty-fixth, near
which the Troops were encamped, in feveral Bodies. There his Grace held
a Council of War, with the Deputies of the StafcS, and the Generals,
wherein it was .Agreed, That thofc Troops Jhould join, and form the Army ;
which was accordingly done, the Thirtieth, at Orrhics, between Lt/Je and
JJoway. The s”xt Day, the Duke pafs’d the Scarpc™ and encamping be-
tween Doway and Bouchain, found that the Enemy had drawn together their
Forces behind the Scr/fct; and that they were as numerous this Year, as ever
they had been; beliefs their being encamped in a molt advantageous Poli",.
which was looked il™n as inacceflible.

Hereupon, his Grace decamped, the Firrt: of May; and his Army,
having paded the Scarpe, took Poft all along the Road, from Doway to | a-
Icncicnnes, Here he waited for the Reft of the Troops, w'hich were to forin
his Army j an3 the Arrival of Prince,who had been detained at
Vienna, and in the Empire”™ by the unexpefted Death of the Emperor Joseph ;
his Highnefs fpent fome Days about Frankfort, to conccrt, w'ith the Ele”™or
of Mcntz, the necefl'ary Meafiires for the Security of the Empire; as alfo
to view the Lines> and other Ports. This done, having given fuch DI-
reSions as he thought requifite in thofe Parts, he proceeded to the Court of
the Ele”ior Palatine”™ to regulate feveral Matters with that Prince ; who, as
one of the Vicars of the EmpirCi was to have the chief Adminiitration of
Afcirs, during the hiter-regnum.

Having made thefe necelfary Difpofitions for the Security of the EmpirCy Pfii'ce B~
his Highnefs arrived at the Hague, the Fifth of May ) but being obliged to
continue there for fome Time, he did not join the grand Army till the Amiy
Twenty-third of that Month; which’ being the 4 -nniverfary of the Battle
of Ramillies, his Highnefs dined with the Duke of Marlborough, and the
Confederate Generals, who were met together™ to commemorate that glori-
ous Viftory : This dpne, he went™ in the to his Quartets, at the
Abbey of Anchin. .

Thk Confederate Arvnyy being now fiTliy aflembled, cdnfifted as follows:
TheWing, under the Command of ?TincQ Eugene, of fixty-five Bat-
talions of Footj and one Hundred and twer>ty Squadrons of Horfe and Dra-
goons ; and the Lefty under the Conduft of the Duke of Marlborough, of
«ne Hundred and nineteen Battali”™, and two Hundred twenty-fix Squa-
drons; making in all, one Hundred eighty*four Battalions, and three Hun-
dred forty-fix Squadrons, all in g~ld Condition; with one Hundred and Ele-
ven Cannon, eight Hawbitzers, and forty Pontoons. Hereupon, afrei' fome
rDeliberation, his Grace, and the Prince”™ refolved to continue in their Pdfts,
as long as gajTible, in hopes that the Want of FOrag* would oblige the Ene-
my to defcamp from their inacceflible Poft.

" The General, however, was willing to make the moft of his ad- N
»antage(”s Situation ; and was fo far from being under any Approhenfions
of being attack’d by the Confederate Army, though -they were at™no great
Wftancef that upon the News of thr™ Emperor's'Deces”™.ie, he made a Detach-
ment* of fifteen Battalions, and as 'many Squadrons, for the Upper Rhine.
This was done, purfuant to a Refolution taken by the hrtnch Court, to invade Monfimr
Empire, und obftruft, as much as poflGble, the Eleftion oi Charles WA. deVtUan
to the/w/Jt-r/a/Dign(ty. It was even confidently reported, that the
of Bavaria w*s to fet out very fpeedily for Stras/iurgh, in order to have the
I~rettion of that Expedition; or, at Jeaft, to head a ftrong Djetachoient,/JAw,toob-
"Nihwhich he was* to attempt the Paflage of the Bld™k ForeJ}, and to pene- t'c
erate into Bavaria; whilft the Marftml de Harcourt,, w'ith the Reft of the
~Nench Armv, whicl\was to be reinforced with a confiderable Body oftothef£;,,.
\ 8 . . TroopS ptre.
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Troops from Dauphitie, were to attack the Gernms, in the Liriles of Etiin-
gen. Thefe Reports were rendered ftill the n”re probable, a Journey
the Marquis de Torcy took, at this Time, to Compiegne, to confer, as it was
believed, with the E/efior of Bavaria, about thisDefign j and it was farther
faid, that his Ekfforal Highnefs was to go in Perfon to Marli, in order to
have an Interview there with his Moji Chrijlian Majefty.

Notwithstanding thefe Reports were grounded chiefly on Suppofi-
tions. Prince Eugene thought himfelf obliged, as General of the Empirey to
confult the Security thereof. Wherefore he detach’d Count Feltz, with the
Imperial and Palatine Troops, confifting of ffty Battalions, and twelve
Squadrons, with Orders to obferve the Motions of the Enemy’s Detach-
ment, and march accordingly ; his Highnefs designing to j»in them himfelf,
on their paffmg the Rhine at Cohlentz, after having taken a Tour to the
Hague, to concert Meafures with the States-Gcneral.

Hereupon, the Marihal de Pillars, believing hin”elf to be fuffiiciently
ftrong, to oppofe any Attempt the Duke of Marlbormgh might make; (his
Army, before he fent away the firft Detachment, having been computed to
confift of one Hundred and ninety-two Battalions of Foot, and three Hun-
dred forty-eight Squadrons of Horfe and Dragoons, with ninety Pieces of
Cannon, and twelve Hav/bitzers) refolved to fend a fecond Detachment,
confifting of ten Battalions, and twenty-fix Squadrons, with Orders to fol-
low the firft: And to convince the French Court yet more of the Truth of
his Aflertion, that his Army were fo difpofed, as to have nothing to fcaf
from the Confederates-, he made a third Detachment of two Brigades ofFoot,
and one of Horfe, who were to purfue the fame Route as the two former.
Thefe Notions of Security, which the French had fo fondly imbibed, pro-
ceeded, probably, from the State of InaCtion, wherein the Confederate Army
ehad hitherto remained; and their General was fo vain as to believe, they
m\ould not dare to attempt the palling of his Lines; which he, according
to his ufual Self-fufficiency, had ftiled the Duke of Marlborough Non phis
ultra.

In Effed, nothing remarkable had happened as yet, except a few Imall
. Skirmiflies, wherein the Enemy had gained fome little Advantages: Efpe-
Nially at Mortaigne, where a Detachment of one Thoufand nine Hundred
Men, ofthe Garrifon of and one Thoufand one Hundred of the Gar-
rifon of Valenciennes, coiiunSSitiejd by Monfieur Perman”k, furprized a Con-
voy of forty-five Boats, laden wlA Corn and Hay, going up the Scarps
from Tournay to the Army; and efcorted by two Battalions, under the
Command of Brigadier Cbamhriery a Sivijs. The Engagement was very
hot, and the Battdions behaved bravely, for above an Hour; but the Ene-
my being fo much fuperior in NumW , and throwing fome combuftible
Matter mto the Boats, fet them on Fi”; burnt and funk thirty of them;
took the Brigadier, with Icveral other (Kcers, Prifoners; and difperfed the
Reft, after having killed and wounded about five Hundred of them. This
is the moft general Account given of this AEtion; but there are others which
fay, that the Garrifofi of St. jStnand advancing to the Alliii“nce of the
Guard, the Enemy retired i having firft fet on fire twelve of the Boats, with
the Lofs of about a Hundred Men killed and wounded ; and that the
loft abput the fame Number. £

Another Party of the Enemy, under the Command of the Count dc
Villars, marched out of the Tpres, -apd attack’d a fmall Fort at fiarlebeck,
wherein were only forty Men, commanded by Lieutenant Dunbar, of™Lieu-
tenant-General Murray'i Regiment, who were made Prifoners, after a brave
Refiftance. On the other Hand, a Detachmcnt of the Enemy’s Grenadiers,
fupported by four Hundred Hujfars, endeavoured to~furprize a Poft, the
mAllies had taken at the Convent of J*rmy; but were repulfed' with Lofs, by
three Hundred EngUJht commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cholmicyy of the
Guards. *

On the 14th of yuf(e, the Duke oi*Marlborough marched, with the Army

mlhder his Command, in fix Columns, over the Scarpe”™n figbt of the Enemy;
J . / and
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and encaniped in the Plajns of Lcns™ without meeting with the leaft Inter-TheDukcoT
ruption f~om them. Hisj Defign in this Motion, was to hiive drawn the I\/Ianmrajg
French on to fomc Aftion; and indeed they did alter the Situation of their r
Cam”™ and began to lay Bridges over the Schcld™ as if they intended to pafs
it. Tliis obliged his Grace to mark out a Field of Battle; which, upon that * N
Suppofition, he look’d upon as unavoidable; but the Enemy made no far-
ther Motion i only a Hundred of the Confederates Dragoons, with tlie fame
Number of Nujfars, advancing to the Banks of the Scarpe, over-againft the
Left of the Enemy’s Camp, where fome Bridges were laid, and a fmall
Number of them Ihewing themfelves f.o the Enemy, whilft the Reft remain-
ed unfeen at a Diftance, three Hundred of the Enemy’s Horfe purfued
them to their /Corps de Referve j but they were charged with fo much Vi-
gour, that forty of them were killed on the Spot; and two Captains, a Cor-
net, and fifteen private Men taken Prifoners.

T he Eighteentlfc in the Night, the whole Tiquct of the Frcnch Grand
Army advanced fi”™ “rras to Fimi Chateau; defigning to have furprized a
fmall advanced Guard, of four Hundred Men, pofted there, from the Con-
federate Grand Army at Lensj but being difcover’d in Time, the Guard
were’in aPofture to receive them ; and firing upon them, on their Approach,
they though! fit to make a Halt: By this Time, the Confederate Army were
alarmed; and the Piquet being ordered out, to afTift the advanced Guard,
the Enemy immediately retreated to their Camp at ~rras.

The Duke of Marlborough, having received Information, that after he
had left his former Camp, the Enemy had repaired to the Dyke of Arkux,
in order to ftop the Waters of the Senfct from running into the Canal of
Doway, and_thence into the Scarpe™ whereby they had rendered the laft
River unnavigable ; as alfo, that they had fortified the Chateau of Chantcrin”™ His Gmce
and caft up a Redoubt before the Mills of Arleux; his Grace ordered thofe*™*®*
Pofts to be attack’d by feven Hundred Men of the Garrifon of Doway” fup- ad hes
ported by the Piquets of the whole Army: Thefe marching all Night,itlo’tificd.
pofted themfelves between the Villages of Sailly”™ and Eclufct to prevent any
Succours coming from the Enemy. The Conduft of the French, on this
Occafion, was thought very unaccountable; for they lay quiet all the while,
though the Right Wing of their Army was not above a League oflf, where-

as that of the j4llics was diftant above The Poft was carry’d with a
great deal of Courage; and ninety Soldiersp&”~ptain, and three Subalterns,
who were in Garrifon in the 'together with twenty-five private

Men, and one Subaltern, in the’ Redoubt before the Mills, were taken Pri-
foners. Hereupon the Duke, confidering the great Importance of this Poft,
ordered Monfieuf des Roques, the Engineer, with fix Hundred Men to fortify
it; and left the Workmen ftioixI™e interrupted by the Neighbourhood of
the Enemy, Count Hompefch marched with ten Battalions, and twelve Squa-
drons, and encamped at Fieren” iti order to cover them.

T he Marftial de Fillarst Kappenitig to get Intellicence of this March,
and being exafperaced at feeing the jflies fortifying a Place of that Impor-
tance uQiier his very Nofe, refolv™ to oppofe diem. To that End, as he
took pare always to uSt upon fure (Srounds, and never to hazard an Attack,
but with a cotifiderable Advantage, he detach’d the Count deGaJJion, and
~the diunt de Coigny, both Lieutenant-Generals, with thirty-two” "~ uadron*,

Part of the King's Houftiold, and Part of other Cavalry, Dragoons, and

Hujfai's, about one in the Morning: Thefe, by theAdvantage ofa very dark

Nrght, palTed the Out-Guards unfeen, and ei”“ht Hundred Dragoons, and

two Hundred Huffars, who furpriied four of the Squadrons, commanded

hy Count Hompefch, cut the Halters of the Horfes, who w'ere tied at the The Enemy

P»fts, which put\”~I into a great Diforder. But immediately the others rufti-

eing out of their Tents, Sword in Hand, fome in their Shirts, and fome
half-drcffcd, put to rfie Sword all dioie whom’ they found among the Horfes.

Durinw this firft Skirmifti, others run to their »ndles, took their Arms,

and ca”*ry’'d off their Standards and their KettleEftrums. If the Enemy had

feixed firft upon tSee Bundles, the Diforder had Been much greater, as foon
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as the Men had found thenrifelves deprived their Arms, puring this
Confu(ion, and Uproar, the Infantry, and the ~eft of the Cavalry, who
were encamped at a fmall Dilbnce from thence, had 'l ime to run to their
Arms, and put themfelves in a Pofture of Defence ; and the Right retreat-
ing towards the Cover'd ff*ay of Doway, the Reft made fomc Djfcharges
with good Succefs, and obliged the Enemy to retire with Precipitation,
ewithout having been able to make any Advantage of this Surprize. They
only deftroyed Part of the Horfes of our Squadrons, who had about two
Hundred Men killed and wounded; as for the Horfes which had been dif-
perfed on all Sides, they returned g/'terwards, and were almoft all caught
again, except about fifty, that were carry’'d'off by the En~my. 'lhe Mar-
quis dc ™'nicy, however, with his ufual Veracity, makes”™t'Ount Hompefch
himfelf allow his Lofs, on this Occafion, to have been nine Hundred and
fifty Men Kkilled, and thirteen Hundred wounded, befides twelve or thirteen
Hundred Horfes that were carry’d off. «

The Duke of Mailborough, upon hearing of this A(ftdent> went thither

Mhihorougb him felf the next Day ; and to prevent the like apin, not only ordered the
changes the Situation of his Camp to be changed, but likewiie to have the Works, bc-

Cant'
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Arkux”™ compleated with tle utmoll Expedition ; and as foon as they

finifhed. Colonel Savarywis commanded to garrifon that Place, with fix
Hundred Men. Hereupon, the Marlhal de Villars, who had advanced him-
felf, with Part of his Army, to fupport his thirty-two Squadrons, in Cafe
any Detachments had been made from the Covfederatc Army, to oppofe
them, fummoned Colonel Savary to furrender Arlcux; telling him, at the
fame Time, that the Troops under Count Hompefch were entirely cut off:
But the Colonel rcfolutely anfwered. That he had both Men and Ammunition
to defend his Fojl to the laji Extremity; and the Marflial thought fit to take
his Word, for he did not venture to attempt any Thing farther. Things
remained in the fame Pofture till the Twentieth of July™ when the Duke of
Marlborough, feeing no Likelihood of bringing the Enemy to an Engage-
ment, decamped from the Plains of Lens, and removed to Gonay, in the
Neighbourhood of Bethune, and marched from thence, the next Day, to Cote,
near Aire.

Upon the Confederate Army’s makii™® this Motion, the Marfhal de Vil-
lars alter’d likewife the Situatioi”f his 1 rces; and encamped with his Right
Sit Etrun, near Arras, and at Hefdin. From thence he fent twenty-
eight Battalions, and thirty Squadfbns, to recover the Poft of D a
Body fufficient to have invefted a large F*ortrefs: But neverthelefs, left: he
fliould have failed of his Defign, ,he thought fit, for his greater Securi™', to
have Recourfe to a Stratagem, and pretended this Detachment was dengned
for the Sambre. The Marfhal de Montefquiou had the Conduft of this Ex-
pedition in Perfon, and attack'd this fmaiLPoft in Form; firft cannonading

for riine Hours, with four twenty-four launders, and then ftorming it,

recoverSword in Hand. As foon as the Duke of -received Information

thereof, he immediately detach’d General Fagel™® with forty Squadrons,
(fome Accounts fay General Cadogan™ with thirty Squadrons) ajid all the
Grenadiers of the Army, to oppofe their Defign, but they came tOo late.
The Garrifon made a gallant Defence, and repulfed the Enemy, with a
great Sla”hter, in three feveral Attacks; but what could fix Hundr”™ Men
do againft a whole Army? They were obliged, at laft, to furrender thfe
Place; and the Garrifon, with their Commander, were made Prifoners of
War i but not till after they had killed tnhe Enemy a Captain, and abouP an
Hundred Soldiers, and wounded feveral i amongft others, the Count de PJjle,
a Brigadier.

For Want of greater Caufe of Triumph, the French made a great Noife
about this petty Conqueft; and to magnify the Honour fhereof, pretended
that the Forces employ’d in this imf)ortant Aftion, were not near fo nu-
merous as they were in Reality ; but they were, in fome Meafure, to be eX-
cufedj Fortune had not been ufed to iavour them of late Years. The

I following
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following pompous Account of that Tranfaftion, was publillied, at that
Time, ac P\iris.

The Enemy having jaken the Redoubts of Arhux, defended by fe-
venty Men, (our Accounts fay ninety) and the Mill, wherein were only
fifteen, (our Accounts izy twenty-five) feparated from the French Army
by unpra€£licabl(j>loraHes, they work’d for three VVeeks together, to put N
them into fuch a rofture, that they could not be attack’d but by aformal
Siege. They erefted,a very good Fort, furrounded with three Ditches;
which covered three feveral Works, lined with PalifTades j and put there-
in a’'Garrifon of five Hundred Men, under Colonel Savary, with fen
< Pieces of Cannon, and a la”~e Qjiantity of Ammunition, bcfides one
Hundred and thirty Men in the Mill. (Our Account mentions but fix
“ Hundred Me/”in all.) Neverthelefs, the Marftial de Villars only waited
till the Enemy’s Army fhould remove one Day’s March Diftance from
thence, to have it attack’d again. This they did the Twentieth, upon a
Suppofition, that(]he Fofl; was jnow fecure; upon which, the Marihal de-
tach’d the Coun”in™«/«, with twelve Battalions, and eight Squadrons;
(our Accbunts fay thirty-two Squadrons) to go, as it was given out, to
~Nievrain, near Mons, but lent him Orders to halt at Camhray. The
Marihal de Moritefquioii defired to take upon himfelf the Charge, and
Care of thi™ Expedition ; and Monfieur de Villars confented to it. The
Artillery was conduced; the Bridges laid over the ; and the Troops
under the Command of the Count d'EJlain”™ the Marquis de Coignyy and
the Prioce d'lIfenghen, marched with 10 much Expedition, and Secrefy,

“ that the Poll: was inverted the Twenty-third, at Break ofDay, before tiie
Enemyhad any Notice of our Defign. The Befieged defended them-
felves very bravely, and yet the Mill and the Fort were taken by Stormy
at One in the Afternoon, and the Garrifon made Prifoners of War, as a
Reprizal for the like I'reatment to the French, when the Aliks took that
“ Polt. The Officers and Soldiers fhewed an extraordinary' Courage, waded
“  through the Ditches up to their very Middle. The Sieur de Thily a Bri-
gadier, had one of his Legs broke; and the Sieur was danger”™
oufly wounded, but we lott only fifteen or twenty Men;.whereas the
Befieged had above one Hundred and fifty Men Killed, and a greater
Number wounded.” A vtry probable Account truly ! that Troops un-
covered, and expofed to the Fire both of J;he Cannon, and Small Arms of
the Enemy> affaulting a ftrong Fort by Sturrn, fhould lofe but a tenth
Part of the Number loft by thofe they attack’d, under the Shelter of a
good regular Fortification ; though, according to their own Account, they
defended themfelves very bravely.
It was after this Expedition the Duke of Marlborough executed the De- TheDukeof
t fign he had formed, of being too hard for the Vigilance of the Marflial de Marthmu™h
Villars™ by paffing thofe formidable Lines which he had prefcribed to the
Allies, as their Nonplus ultra\ and of which we have already given a De-
fcription, in our Account of the Tranfadions of the laftYear. They be-Lines by
gan at Bouchainj on iheScheld; and were continued along the Senfet, and the Strataguii. ,
Scarpe, iQ”n as; from thence they proceeded along the Upper Scarpe, and
the Selk, to the Canche; the Openin”to thofe Rivers being intrenched, and
fortified with all poifible Care, by a large Ditch, defended with Redoubts,
and otl~r ftrong Works. His Grace, therefore, upon a careful Survey of
titefe Lines, and mature Confideration, found it would be too dangerous to
endeav»ur to force them, for which Reafon he refolved to attempt: them by
Stratagem. In order the better tc~compafs his Defign, and make the Ene-
my believe, that he was adually determined to attack xhem, he commanded
out twelve Hundred xMen, to make the Roads and Bridges in the Front; and
decamping from C~te, the Firft of Auguft, advanced witfc the whole Army
to Rebrcuvre y and from thence to Villars Brulin, within t™vo Leagues of the
Enemy’s Lines. Here he fet all his Troops to work at making Fafcines;
but ordered theih not to exceed the Length oO four Foot', that they
might not fatigue the Infantry too ipuch in carrying them; and gave out™
8 D ' that
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that he intended to attack the Lines next Morning. The 'Frefich General

was fo fully perfuaded thereof, that he fent Orders to a Itrong ll)etachment,

commanded by Lieutenant-General d'EJlain, w”ich had been (ent upon a

fecret Expedition, to halt 7iXFcronne\ as he did alio to the Garrifons of

Tp es, and OmerSy to come and join his Army, which he drew altoge-
« ther belund his Lines.

The Day before the Duke of Marlhorough began to put this Enterprize
in Execution, Mr. Cardonnel, his Grace’s Secretary, fent the following Let-
ter to Monfieur * * *** * gt Hanoveryjhvch” as it contains fome Particu-
lars not mentioned elfewhere, we (hall infert, for the Entertainment of our

Readers. r
Sir, From the Camp at Bruliit,~Aug. 3, 171 r.
Letter from I HAVE received the Honour of your Letter, of the Thirtieth pait,

Mr. Cordon-” and am glad that you found my Lord Duke’s Let”~r to your Mind. |
" hope, likewife, that it will be of fome Advantage” you'} for | can af-

zUlanower, Written with that View.
“ We are, at prefent, in a pretty critical Situation; we have marched
two Days, in order to advance near the Enemy, and are now within two
fmall Leagues Diftance of them. Monfieur ck Villats has drawn together
“ all the Troops he can ; and our Advices fay, that the Garrifons of Tprts,
and St. Omers, are upon the March to join him: Neverthelefs, we may
“ probably attempt to force his Lines, before two Days are over, all pol-
** fible Preparations being making to that End, though the Weather is not
“ the moft favourable for that Purpofc : It having rained, without ceafing,
* to-day, from Noon to this Hour, which is about Eight in the |Lveniug.
“ Pray give my humble Refpe£ls to Moi\{\c\xrBothmar”™ and believe me to

“ be,

A. Cardonkel.

P.S. " My Lord Duke has received your Letter, with the inclofed, but
*' hopes you will be fo good to excule his not anfvvering in his prefenc
Hurry.”

T o amufe the Enemy ijj’ore eETe£l'ual]ly, the Duke of Marlborough wei t,
the Fourth of Augujl, N. by Break of Day, with feveral of the General
Officers, ahd two Thoufand Horfe,, to take a nearer View of the Lines, and
of the Situation of the Enemy’s Camp : But his real Defign, when he moved

from Cote, was, to endeavour ,to get within the Enemy’s Lines, by at-
tempting the Paffage of the Scnfct, by Aikux, which he now believed was

left unguarded, as, in EfFe£t, it happened to be. To this End, he ordered
Lieutenant-General Cadogan, and Count Jrlompefch, to repair, with the ut-
moft Expedition, to Doxvay, and draw together fome Troops, which had
been left thereabouts on purpofe j and which, with a Detachment of that,

and the neighbouring Garrifons of Lijle, and St. “mand, made a Body of
twenty-three Battalions, and feventeen Squadrons. Their farftier Orders
were, to march direftly with thofe Troops to ~rkux, and endeavoult to pafs
the Senfet, whiltt the Duke himfelf would advance, with the wholJArmy,

to fuftain them. And that nothing might delay this extraordinar™”March,"”
Brigadier Sutton was fent before-hand, with the Artillery, and the Pontoohs,
under a good Guard, to lay Bridges ovp the Scarpe™ near Vitry, and over
the Canal oi Arleux™ near Goukzin i Bread was alfo ordered to be bakc”™ at

Lijle, for fix Days.

INNMU'ars thefe Things were managed fo privately, and the Grimace was car-
loept Confederate Generals themfelvesfc had not the leall
continual  Thought, that any Thing elfe was defigned, but the attacking of the Lines
Alarm by the next Morning. ThcTe Motion4.had fo much the defired EfFe”\V, in de-
ceiving the'Marlhal de”Villars, that he kept his Troops under Arms, Night
Day, and reinforced them with ajl the Men he could pollibly draw
* n together
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together an that Side; infomuch, that he left not any Number of Forces in
the Polh he had on the Scnfet.
In the,mean While, t™e Cotifederate Army were expefting Orders to
March, which were not given out, till Six in the Evening. The JVlarch
was to begin between Eight and Nine, aifoon as it was dark enough to Itrike
their Tents, without being difcovered by the Enemy, who were near enough, *
otherwife, to have l'een them ; but whether it was to be to the or to
the Le/t was not known. They were only told, that the fcveral Columns,
in which the Army were to march, fhould find an Officer at the Head oi'
each of them at fuch an Hour, who fliould lead them the Way they were
to rake, when the appointed Time came.
About Nine, the whole Army, to their great Surprize, were ordered to The
march by the JL™t, in four Columns, without Beat of Drum, the Duke him- tvw/. Ay

felf leading the with the Horfe of the L«/f Wing; who advanced, with
fuch extraordinary Expedition, that by Five the next Morning, his Grace
palfed the Scarpe™ There he received Advice, that Count Hom-

pefch had pafled \H) Senfet, without any Oppofition ; had taken Poffellion of
the Pa(Tes on that River, and on the Scheld at Oify ; the french having with-
nrawn the Detachments they had on that Side, fome 'fime before. Here-
upon, his Grace haftened his March, lelt the Enemy fliould get thither bY-
fore him ; an”®, at the fame Time, difpatch’d Orders to the Grand Army,
to purfue their March with the utmoft Expedition. The Di’ke,. with hij
Van-Guard of fifty Squadrons, having pa(Ted the Scarpe, hartened on to-
wards Arlcux”™ and Bac a Bacheul, where he arrived before Eight a-Clock;
and the Head of the Columns joined him there about 'J'cn ; having marched
above ten Hours, at a great Rate, without halting; a I'hing hardly to be
parallcPd in Hiftory, but by another March, which proceeded from the
fame inimitable Forefight; we mean that which brought on the Battle of
Oudenardc-

T he Marftial de TMlars had no fooner Notice how he had been deceived, The
and of this unexpe£ted March of the Confederate Army, but he was imme-
diately apprehenfive of their Defign. Wherefore, having waited from
Eleven at Night, till Two the next Morning, for certain Intelligence, he bt d>nts’
decamped, with his whole Army ; and putting himfelf at the Head of the toolate*
King's Houjboldf marched with fuch Expedition, that he came in Sight with
the Head of his Line, about Eleven a-Clock, foon after the Duke of Marl-
borough had joined Count Hompcfch, and palTed through the Defile of Mar-
quiouy with twenty Squadrons However, when the Marlhal faw that his
Grace was advancing, with his Horfe drawn up, to attack him, he retreated
behind a Morafs, where the Reft of his Troops joined him foon after : But
a Hundred Dragoons, with fome few Officers, whom he threw into the
Caftle of Oify> were made Prifoners of War. Neverthelefs, two Regi-
ments, which the Marlhal detach’'d from Valenciennes, under the Command
of rhe Chevalier dc Luxemburgh, a Brigade of Foot, whom he fent to Cam*
bray., had better Fortune, and threw themfelves into thofe Places.

1/ndoubtei>Iv it ftung the Marfhal de Pillars to the Heart, to be thus Aft<;r which*
vifibly oiif?general’d; after he had g”en the Court of .repeated Af-
furanc™that he had taken fuch Mcafures, as made him not in the ap-J
prehefitfive of meeting with any Infult from the Allies; and after he had
writtei”“to the French King himlelf, that his Lines were the Duke ,of MarU
hbrough*Nonius ultra. Wherefore, hegaveout”™ in order to keep up the
Spirits'of his Troops, that he woi™ attack his Grace the nejit Morning.

Writers pretend, that the Duke of Marlbotough\ Deilgn, in this Frivoioui
Enterprize, was to have palTcd both the Sejifet, and the Scheld, before the
Marlhal de Pillars could have been able to get to rhe latter, to oppofe
PafTane ; hut that being difappointed by the Marlhal’s extraordinary Dili- he Matter,
gence, apd feeing the French Troops before him ready to dilpute that Paf-
fage, he began to be very much chagrined, and repented of his Rafhnefs:

That he found he'could not keep in that Station ; di\d that he mould be ob-
liged to pafs, either the Senfet, or the Scheld, with ljis whole Army ; both of
N which
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which would be attended with great Danger : Becaufe the Enemv being fo'
near, it was to be feared, when Part of his Army had paffed either of thofe
Rivers, the Marfhal would fall upon the Ramaind”r, which wouW not then
be in a Condition to refift his whole Force. It will be natural now to ask\
Why Monfieur ck Villars, when he had fuch Advantages, did not purfue
them } Why truly (fay they) he had his Reafons for not doing it; which»
though they could not be dived into, were very evident afterwards. A
mighty pretty Come-ofF! It is certain the Duke of Marlborough was under
no fuch Apprehenfions, as our Readers will foon fee. However, his Grace
having had Intelligence of the Marflial's Threats to attack him, tho’ he had
little Caufe to be apprehenfive of any ill Confequences from them, loft no
Time, but drew his Troops, as fafl: as they arrived, in order of Battle, .and
they lay on their Arms all Night; though they mufl neceflati,ly be extreme-
ly fatigued, after a March of ten Leagues, without halting.

T hus the whole Confederate Army entered the French Lines, which they
had fo Vainly boafted to be impregnable; by the moft~oble and’boldeft
y~ttempt that had been made during the whole W ar; wd that in the Pre-

Army, fuperior to themlelves, which had kept continually by
the Side of them, either behind the Lines, or upon Rifing Grounds: and
they were now in a Condition to undertake the Siege of Boiiclain, or even
that of Valenciennes, had they not been weakened, not only by the Depar-
ture of Prince Eugene, with a large Detachment for the khincy but by the
calling of five | 'houfand of the belt Troops in the Army to England, for an
Expedition defigned by Sea.

“ T nis (fays a late Author, fpeaking of the Duke of Marlhorovgh) raifed
“ his Character, beyond any Thing that he had done formerly ; the Defign
“ was fo well laid, and was fo happily executed, that, in all Meiir's Opi-

nions, it pafs’d for a Mafter-Piece of Military Skill; the Honour o™it

falling entirely on the Duke of Marlborough™ no other Perfon having any
“ Share therein, except in the Execution.”

T he wife and prudent Management of this whole Defign, was as great a
Mortification to the Marihal de Villars™ as it was a Glory to our incompa-
rable Hero. A Glory which was his, and only his, and whereof Envy it-
felf could never deprive him. It was a kind of Duel, or Tryal of Skilly
between the Britijh General and the Marfhal of France, wherein the former
obtained a complcat Vi£lory over- the latter, and without ftriking a Stroke;
a Viftory, wherein the Armies, on both Sides, only made their Appear-
ance to grace it, and fet it off, with the greater Luftre and Magnificence.
In Battles, and in Sieges, Fortune, the Bravery of the Soldiers, the Ability
of the Engineers, and a Thoufand other CircumfVances, concur to fhare the
good or ill Succefs of them, with the Generals; but here the great Duke
of Marlborough fhines out with diftinguifh’d Glory, without a Rival or
Competitor, and triumphs over every Difficulty. The JUlies would willingly
have compounded for being Mafters of thofc Lines, at the Expence of fome
Thoufands of Men; Thanks to the Conduft of their incomparable General,
they pofTelfed themfelves thereof, with no other Coft, but that of a little
Fatigue, in the extraordinary and affiduous March of their Tr(~ps. The
Reduftion of Arleux, about which the made fo muchNoif™ ptrhaps™
gave Rife to this Enterprize j of fo much Importance is it, in War, to feize
on the Critical Minute J It was not convenient to raze that Pofl ifcTime
would not admit of making it as flrong as a Citadel; the Army could nt>
Ibnger fubfift thereabouts to covcr it, th”y were therefore in the Right ro
remove from thence : It is taken ; the Conquefl of this trifling Place blkuls
the French General; he weakens his Army by a large Detachment; and,
elate with this Shadow of good Fortune, threatens all Brabant, and is under
no manner of Apprehenfions for his own Lines: QwvBritijh Hero obierves
the fatal Moment, lays hold 9f it, and by a March, like that which preceded
the Viftory, at Oudenarde, furprizes the Lines without the Lofs of one Man ;

the Scheme, the Diredidn thereof, and the Sccrefy with v/hich it was put in
Execution,

[ m
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Execution,* were all equally admirable and furprizing. This Glorious A£lion
happened on the Fifth of ~ugujf.

T he next Day, whilft the Allies lay upon their Arms, expefting the
Enemy, Advice was brought the Duke of Marlborough”™ that they were in
Motion towards the ~chdd \ in order to pafs it at Crevtcceurt and encamp be-
tween Bouchain and Cambray, with Intent to prevent the Siege of the latter.
Hereupon, his Grace detach’d forty Squadrons, with Inftruftions to fall upon
their iiear' but they found it imprafticable, by Reafon of a Morafs
which was between them: Wherefore, a Council of War being called, it
was refolved, that the Confederate Army alfo pafled the Sche/Jjwithout far-
ther Delay, leit the Enemy lhould get between them, and render it im-
ppffible. .

We fliould have obferved, that next Day after the Army of the j4JHes had
pa(Ted the Senfette at Bac a Bacheul, and Palucy they had for the firft Time a
View of the Marfhjl de Fi(lars, encamped in an open Plain, without being
covered with Intr*Shments; infomuch, that in the Situation wherein the
two Armies were, it feemed almoft impofltble, that they fhould avoid
coming to an Aftion, which the Marlhal feemed to offer the Confederates y
but, at the Bottom, he only wanted to amufe them ; to the End that, by
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drawing then? ofF from the Uchcld, he might prevent their gaining the advan-TheDukeof
tageous Camp of ~vcfne le See : However, the Duke was not to be deceived; Marlberrugh

Great Generals don't Fight to pleafe their Enemies, if they offer them

Battle, that is one Reafon for their notaccepting it. The French might have ey *

attack’d the Confederates™® had they had any Inclination to it ; that
Way of Fighting, fuits them better than (landing on the Defenfive; their
Valour” is aftive, and whenever they are attack’d, they are almoft al-
ways beaten; but this was but a Feint, and the Marfhalr f c mo r -
tify’'d to the laft Degree, at having been out-witted, would willingly have
ovcr-reach’d our General in his Turn ; but he was not to be foimpoled on ;
he faw through all his Defigns.

T he Field-Deputies, indeed, of the Statcs™Gencral, when the Confederate
Army firft got within the Enemies Lines, propofed to purfue them, and ven-
ture a Battle, fince this Surprize had put them in no fmall Diforder. The
Duke-of Marlborough, however, was of another Opinion; he prudently Con-
fidercd, that fuch an Attempt might be arttended with too much Danger,
after the Army had been fatigued with fuch a.long March* The Cavalry
having been lor-ty-eight Hours on Horieback; and having difmounted but
twice, about an Hour each Time, to feed their Horfes. On the contrary’,
the French were frefli; having had a muchjnearer March within their Lines,
than the Confederates had round them; and the latter were, by no Means, in

.a g”™od Condition for Adion, till they had been allow’d fome Time to refrefh
themfelves. Befides, the Inconftancv of the Fortune of War ;’thelmpofli-
bility of retreating in Cafe of a Defeat; and the Defign he had formed of
beficging Bouchainiwere Rcafons fufficicntly worthy of his Grace’s Prudence
and Steadinefs, for him not to alter his Mind, and put in the Power of For-
tune, the j\dvantage he had obtained, and made lure of, by his Forefieht
and Pep”ation : For had the Vdlies'had the worft of it, the being within
the Enemy’s Lines, might have been of fatal Confequence to them.

As hjs Grace had difapproved of the Propofal made by the Dcfiuties, it Hepropofw
was expefted he fhould pitch upon fome other Enterprize j and he was not the Sie”™ b(
long inedetermining his Choice. Kje propofed the bcfleging Bouchainy Bouchain,

thought that would cither oblige the Enemy to endeavour to raife the Siege,
whicn would afford the jellies an Opportunity of engaging them on more
equal Terms j or it would be both a great Difreputation, and Difcourage-
ment to their Army, fliould they fuffer a Place of that Importance tooe
taken in their Sight, without attempting to relieve it. Both the Dutch
Deputies, and the General Officers thought this Enterprize too daring ;
however, they fuhmitted to his Grace’s Judgment; Vind tne Event jufkify’'d
him therein. It feemed to the other Generals a”Yhing imprafticable to*
take a Place ficuated “mongfl Morafles; well fortify’d, with u good Garrifon
8 E | therein,
1
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thereini provided with every Thing tieceflary for an obftinatc Defence j and
all this in the View of a faperior Army : For the Ftinch lay within a Mile

of the Allies.
N T hat our Readers may have aright Tdea of all the Difficulties our Her$
* had to encounter, and l'urmount, in the bcfieging this Place, it will be rc-

quifite to give them a Dcfcription thereof, and likewife of the Situation of
the French Army.

ADefcrip. BOUCHAIN ¥ but a little Town, or rather Fortrefs, fituate at the

tianof Unt Confluence of the Senfctte, and the SeJlc™ or Rafclkt into the Scheld. It is about

i*Jate. Miles North of Cambray \ ten Seuth-fVeJi of Valmicnncs ; and twenty-
eight almoft fVtJi oiMons. The Senfctte feparates the Upper Town from the
Lower ; forms an Inundation between that and the and fills the
Ditches, which furround the Works between the Upper and Lower Town.
The Se/le again divides the Lower Town into two Parts ; und between the
Lowir Town™ and the Scheld, there is a Hornwo;-k, wly-h covers two fepa-
rate Baftions, and which is cut in two by a Ditch, fup ™ 'd with Water by
the Scbeld.

Besides thefe Difficulties, arifing from the Situation of the Place, there
were two other very material Obftacles. The firft wasa formidable Intrench-
mcnt; fenced with Redoubts; and lined with fifty Pieces of Cinnon j which
thirty Battalions, commanded by the brave and vigilant General Jllbergotti, had
raifed between H avrechin™ and Font a ffane™ on the Scnfette. This intrench-
ment advanced outwards in a faliant Anglet o w a r d s ; and being
but a Quarter of a League from the' Town, ran parallel to the Circumvalla-
tion of the Confederates ; infomuch, that the Batteries of that Intrenchment
might play upon the Circumvallation without ceafing, and with Eafa; there
being nothing but a Morafs between them. The fecond was, the Commu-
nication, which the Enemy kept open with the Townj by the Means ofa
Paffage through a Morafs, which it was deemed imprafticable to cut oft*
To all this, we may add, that there were eight Battalions, and fix Hundred

in the Town ; that the Place was furnifli'd with all Neceflaries for a
viaorous Defence ; and that Monfieur de Ravignan, who had given Proofs
of his good Conduct and Courage, at the Adion of St. Ehy-vive, where he
defeated the Earl of~th/one, had thrown himfelf into it, together with five
Hundred Grenadiers, to take upon himfelf the Command of the Troops.
Befidcs this, Monfieur de Se/ve, who defended St, Fenanti was in the Town
before ; infomuch, that the Garrifpn was commanded by two Major-Gene-
rals ; and animated by the Neighbourhood of the whole FrenchArmy : Who
were encamped like ours, in two Lines parallel to ours, having their Le/t at
TteJd/i, upon the Senjette\ the Right near Neufvilte, at the Gates of Cambray ;
and the Centre along the Schekl. There was, befides, great Reafon tc™be «
apprehenfire of the Excurfions, which the Garrifons of Co«<ie,and Valenciennes
might make } to cut off the Provifions, which the Allies were to draw from
Tournay.

"All about Thesh Difficulties would have daunted a vulgar Sotjl; but Heroes have
the Duke of Views fuperior to other People, and Obftacles do but whet their Courage,
animate them the more to perfiA”in their Refolutions. Acrt»;dingiy,

totMyiide though all about the Duke endeavoured to divert him from fo dawgerous
him som  an Uiidertaking ; fince any Misfortune would have given his Enen”ies the
hisbefign. Advantage, for which they lay in W ait; and they would not have failed to
have afcribed it either to his Grace’s ill Cjj>ndu6V, or to a Refolution they pre-

tended he bad taken, that no Affairs fhould fucceed under the prefent A™mi-
niftration, if he could helpit. The Duke was very fenfible of all this; but

he had laid his Scheme, and concerted his Meafures fo admirably, that he

was in a Manner, affured of Succefs : Wherefore, he was determined to

venture upon that Enterprize, notwithflanding all the Impediments, which

both Nature, and the Enemy, had laid in his Way. But before that Re-

fblution was put in Forde, his Grace difpatched Brigadier Sutton to England\

‘With the agreeable News” that, without ftriking a Stroke, he was got within

Linesi which it had coft the Enemy fuch an Expence of Time and
Labour,

/
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Labour, t(j make and to fortify ; and which their General had been fo rain
as to name the Jvonf>lus Ultra ofthe jillies.

T he following Letter, Which was written by the Field-Deputies to th”
States-Gceneralf illuftrates the Matter more; and contains fome material Par-
ticulars, not before mentioned.

High and M ightv Lords,

** T he Baron van Hompefch, Lieutenant-General, took Poft Ycfterday A Letter
Morning, at Four a-Clock, at Paluct and Bac u Bachcul™ with about
eight Thoufand Foot, and two TJioufand Horfe; partly drawn out of dg'
the Garrifons of Doiuayt Li/le”™ and St. Amand”™ and partly confifting of a Statd-Ge®
Detachmentj”™j~*hich covered the Baggage near Bethnne : The Enfcmy had
« withdrawn the Troops they had in thofe Pofts, a little before, to re-
« inforce their Army} fo that ours met with no Refirtance. By Way of
Precaution, to figure the Succefs of this Enterpriie, Orders were

about Six in th~vening, for the Army to be in a Readinefs to march ff
which, accordingly, they began to do, about ten in four Columns, by the
Way cl Pillars ati Bois : And filing off by Neufoilki and 'lelu, direftly
to Vitry, they pafledthe Scarpe-yfo that next Morning, by Ten a-Clock, the
Vanguard v”ere advanced as far as ArleuXf and Bac a Bacheul. This March
was made with fuch Expedition, that the like has hardly been knownf
the Foot, in that fliort Time, having marched ten Leagues, without halt-
ing; to which, the Moon-Light, and Fair-Weather, with which God
Almighty favoured us, that Night, did not a little contribute. The
Mardial ds Fillars was informed of our March about Eleven ; but fo
fully, was he perfuaded, by the Feint we made for fome Days, that ouf
« Defign was to attack his Lines, near Avefnes k Comte, that he waited till
Two the next Morning, to be affured of our March. Then he gave Or*
ders to the Army to move immediately j but finding that our Army
were already got too far for him to be able to come up with themi he
advanced himlelf, with all the Troops of the HouJhold\ in Hopes to ar-
rive Time enough to difpute with us the Paflage of the Senfet. Upori
Notice, however, that fifty or fixty of our Squadrons had already got
over at Eleven ; and particularly thofe of General Hompcfch, he retired
to the main Bodv of his Army, which jvas advancal, by that Time, to
the High-Road oetween Arras, and Cambray™ In the mean While, ouf
Troops advanced with all poflible Expedition ; but as the PafTage could
not be made, but at Bac a Bachcul, and Palue, our Rear could not gef
over till Midnight. Our Army is encamped upon tNe Scheld, between
Oify, and EJirun. This Morning, at Eight a-Clock, we faw the Enemy
file olF, in four Columns, towards the Scheld-, with Defign, either to pals
that River, or to intrench themfelves between it, and a Morafs that lies
near Marquion. Our Generals, however, did not think proper to attack
them in their March; but have refolved to pafs the Scheldt this Evenings
and to inveil: Bouchain. We are, with profound Refpeftj

¥
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Froi~the Camp at Eftrun, ' High and Mighty Lords»
1Auguft 6, 1711. Tourst 8cc.
n A . van Capelle.
C.Hooft.
* \ S. van Gojlinga.

F.T. Vegclin vati KlacrhorgcHi

T nis. News vt-as received in Holland with an univerfal Joyj and no En-
comiums were thought too great for the fagacious Projeftor, and indefati-
gable Director of this noble and well-executed Defign ; but the Joy was not nmies endca-
10 general in England. When Brigaditr Sutton arrived at tVhkehall, with
the Account of the Duke of Marlborough”™ having paffed the French Lines,  hisGlo-
it gave his Friends {he greater Joy, fcecaufc his Enemies had given out, and

undoubtedly
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undoubtedly they wifh’d it, that nothing would be clone, this Tear, in Flan-
ders. They went yet farther, and pretended to affign a Rcafon why no-
thing would be done; becaufe, faid they, the Duke is refolved’'no Affairs
fhall profper under the prefent Adminiltration, if he can help it* They
had even the Affurance to reprefent his Grace, and his Lady, under the
Charafters of yintony and Fulvia} and to infiriuatc, that the Duke, like
tony™ would refolve to let his Laurels fade, and facrifice the Intereft of the
Publick to his own. But they foon found how they were deceivedj and
this unexpected Succcfs did not fuit well with the Scheme of certain Per-
fons; who having made Advances t"Njwards a Feace, under-hand, ftudied
nothing more, than how to avow, and juftify the fame publickly. His
Grace’s Enemies being thus fruftrated in their Hopes, endegroured to leffen
the Glory and Reputation of the Aftion, by pretending; That he had only
removed his j 4rmyfrom aplentiful Camp, to o%e u.herc they were in danger of
fhrving. But this malicious Infinuation foon died awav«i both on Account
of what followed that Succefs, and the Applaufe all Eu%f>r beftowed on the
Conduft of the Britijh General ¢ whilft the Marfhal dc 'Pillars was openly
reflefted on, and lampooned, both in his own Army at Paris-, infomuch,
that he had enough to do, to Itand his Ground at Court. An evident In-
ftance, how fome Men are led away by the Spirit of Party; ”~ven fo far, as
to fuffer it to byafs them to fuch a Degree, as to render them blind to the
moft confpicuous Merit.
The Cimfe- PURSUANT to the Refolution taken in the Council of War, the Army
cerate Ar- began to pafs the Scheld at Efirun, about Six in the Evening, over fome
‘tlbeU Bridges, which the French had built there; and which were fecured by the
' Confederates, when firft they entered the Lines; infomuch, that,*by the
next Morning, all the Troops were ™ot over, without any Oppolition from
the Enemy, and encamped about half way between Cambray and Bouchaini
the Duke of Marlborough taking up his Quarters at ~vefnes le Sec, and Count
3"//N his at Hafpre, upon the River Selic. In the mean While, the Marfhal
de Villars ordered a Battery to be ereEled, on an Eminence near St. Martin-"
in order to annoy the Confederate Generals of the Right JVing, in the Vil-
lage where they were quartered; but without any Effeft. The fame Day,
Inltru£lions were given for laying Bridges below Bouchain, both to open a
Communication with Doway, and other Places on the Scarpe, and for the
Paflage of fuch Troops as were to be employ’'d in the Siege of Bluchain”,
which was now fully refolved upon. Accordingly, the Place-was invefted
the Tenth, by thirty Battalions, v)z, feventeen from the Right, and thir-
teen from the Left, together with twelve Squadrons, commanded by Gene-
ral Fagel: He had under him two Lieutenant-Generals, Collier, and the
Bouchain in- Lord North and Gray ; four Major-Generals, Goven, Syburg, Tvoy, and Huf
vefted. i and as many Brigadiers; La Roche, Lcbec, Schmeling, wnd Schavonne.
A Detacl)- On the Eiglif: of yiugvji, N. S. the French General fent a Dctachmcnt
mentof the ovcr the Scnfctte, upon which the Duke oiAlarlborough,\mvigin\r\g that their
Enemy pafs Jntent was to intercept the Bread Waggons, and Artillery, which were ex-
and inuench pafTc'd the Schcid, with the Zr/f Wing of the Horfe,
themfelvej. and took Polt on the Hill of Vignonette.: There he ftaid till the C™ (oy ar-
rived fafe in the Camp; as did, likewife, the next Day, the heavy Blggage
from Marchiennes, which was efcorted by Lieutenant-General JVoo™ with
two Thotifand Horfe. The Marfhal dc Fillars, however, had quite another
Defign, and ordered thofe Troops to intrench thcmfelves behind Maagiictte,
and 1Vavrechin\ to the End they might pTeferve a Communication with Jieu,-
chain, and prevent its being invcfted.
.The Duke perceiving this, the Duke of Marlborough faw plainly, it would be
attempts in Impoffiblc for him to draw the Lines of Circumvallation quite round the
vain to dif- Town, if the Enemy were fiiffered to go on with that Work. Wherefore,
ogcticm . jjg ordered General to crofs ~hc Loiver Scheld, at Ncufyillc, with
twenty Battalions, and forty Squadrons, on the Ninth in the Night, to dif-
lodge the Enemy; and followed himfelf, early the next Morning: But he
round them fo ftrongly iAtrenched, that"they were not to™bc attacked, with-
out
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out a very grieat Hazard. W hilft his Grace was thus viewing the Situation
of the Enemy, and the Ground between their Intrenchments and the Town,
the Marftjal-~tf Fillars marched, with his whole Army, over the Upper Scbcld,
and wade a Feint, as if his Intent was to attack the Right of the Confede-
rate Camp. This obliged the Duke of Marlborough to return, with his
Detachmcnt, to the Grand Army, to be ready to receive the Enemy: But
the Marlhal’s View was only to draw off his Grace* from difturbing the
Troops, who were employed in carrying on the Intrenchments at Marquette;
for he had no fooner gained this Point, than he repaffed the Scheldj and re-
turned to his Camp.

His Grace, therefore, finding it ~mpoflible to bring the Marflial to any
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Aftion, though the two Armies lay very near each other* by Reafon of the his Cami.

difficult HollcAt Way, and Defiles, Which parted them j to prevent any fu-
ture Alarms in his Camp, during the Siege, ordered the whole Front there-
of to be fortified with Lunettes, and Redoubts, mounted with Cannon, and
joined by a ftron™ L ine from Tvoy to Hajpre. This being done, in two
Days, his Grace fTOed the Scbeld again, wi” fifty Battalions, and fifty-two
Squadrons, to view the Approaches of the Town, and examine, by what
Means he could beft cut off the Enemy’s Communication therewith: And
he found, that they had improved their Time in fach a Manner, and carry’'d
their Intrencnmcnts fo much nearer the Town, that it would not only be
very difficult to invert it on that Side, but even abfolutely impolTible, if
the Communication, which they had begun, from H”avrechn to that Place,
lhould be fufFcred to be finifhed, before the Circumvallation was drawn j
and the Enemy’s Intrenchments were too itrong, and too well guarded, to
pretend to attack them, with any Probability ot Succefs.

Hai? the Lines of Circumvallation been begun at the Lower Scbcid, and
carried on to the Senfct, as was at firft defigned, and would have been the
moft regular Way, tKe Enemy would have eftablifhed their Communication
with the Town, in fpite of whatever the Confederates could have done to
have prevented it; but his Grace, with his ufual Penetration, forefeeing
this, and finding there was no Time to be loft, gave Orders to have the Cir-
cumvallation begun immediately, in the middle Space, between the Intrench-
ments and the Town; and thereby cut off the Enemy’s Communication.

During the whole Courfe of the laft long War, which produced fo A critifji!

many furprizing Events, there was not one Inftanco fo critical as this,
wherein the Reputation of two great Generals was fo nearly concerned, and

their Skill in the Art of War, fo plainly put to the 'left. It was the Bufi- ra™

nefs of the Marfhal de Villars, to prevent the Siege, if polTible, and there-
by to retrieve, in fome Meafure, the Credit he had loft, by fufFering the
Allies to obtain fo eafy a Paffage into his Lines. On the other Hand, the
Duke of Marlborough was fully refolved, to maintain the Honour and Ad -
vantage he had gdined, at fo* eafy a Rate, by that Paffage. Bcfides, his
Grace rightly forefaw, that it would be very difficult to make a good Re-
treat, in the Sight of an Army fuperior to his, and in a Situation, where
he was furrounded by feveral Rivers, without having one good Poft on any
one of t*m. This was the real Pofture of Aflfairs, at the Time when the
Lines Circumvallation were begun, which was on the Twelfth of Ai*
gufit F. S. . . :

His Grace himfelf gave the Direftions for the Beginning of thcfe Lines)
and then left the Execution thereof to Lieutenant-General Cadogan; and
under Bim, to Colonel-“rw/r<j«”™ His Deputy Qu”~rter-Maiter j an Officer,
whb* had every good Quality that could recommend a Soldier. He had di-
ftinguifhed himfelf before,, upon many Occafions, but never more than at
this Junfture: The marking out of the Lines, with the whole Dire£tion
thereof, having lain chiefly upon him, under General Cadogan; and they
were carried on fuccefsfully, without meeting with any Difturbance from
the Enemy. , 1 .

*
T he next Morning, the Marflial ckvillars narrowly efcaped being taken The M»r-

Prifoner; for, as h<; was coming out of his Lines,*attended by a Troop

8 F H u pars,
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capes being HuJdJars, and four Squadrons ot Carabinlers, fo obferve the Dsuker of AlaHN

taken Pri- }Lfroitgh"t Mocions; he was met, and attack’d, by an equal Number of the
Co}ederatcs, under General Cadogan who charged him fo bri?kJy, that
they foon broke his Squadrons, and made a Brigadier, a Major, and two
Captains, with fome Perfons of Dittinftion, Prifoners. Fraich Writers pre-
tend, the Confederate Party was much fuperior to theirs; and that the Mar-
ihal, feeing his Troops lurrounded by them, without any Poffibility of
ftanding againlt fo great a Superiority, bravely fought his Way through,
and was followed by moft of his Troops.

T he Marlhal, having now difcover'd, what Meafures the Duke had ta-
ken, to draw his Line, of Circumrall&tion, enter’'d on a new Defign ; and
on the Thirteenth, in the Night, order'd Three Redoubts to be made,
between fVavrcchin, and the Town. Hereby he not only *ffropbfed, to o-
pen a Communication therewith, but alfo to prevent the Circumvallation’s
being carried on to the Senfet. Upon Intelligence thereof, rhe Duke of
Marlborough mirch’d the Fourteenth, before Break of with a Detach-
ment of 1roops, and Twenty Cannons, to diflodge the K~smy, who retired
from their Intrcnchments aiioon as his Grace appeared: However, to pre-
t*ent any farther Interruption on that Side, his Grace reinforced his Troops
to the Number of One Hundred Battalions, and Seventy Squadrons} upon
which, the Circumvallation was carried on to the Senjctt without any far-
ther Oppofition, and thofe Redoubts were taken within it.

The Mar- NOTWITHSTANDING all the Difappointments, the Marfhal de Villars
ANNEMlInrs not difcouraged from making a farther Attempt. He fet his Men at
Work, to open a Communication with the Town through a Morafs, be*
caN'onwiih tween the‘two Rivers, where the Water was generally pretty deep; but
the Town, through the Middle of it, there ran a little narrow Way, called ti Scntier
desVaches™ or f\\Q Cow-Path." This was his laft Refuge; and he was fo
fuccefsful therein, that a Parapet was carried on with Fafcines, all the
Whay to the Town, from Tree to Tree, between the W'illows and Rufties,
which cover'd the Inundation, In order to cut off this Communication, the
Confederates”™ on the loth at Night, having firft provided a good number
of Fafcines, and Sacks of Earrh, laid Bridges over the Sevfet, below their

Lines; and over the Below Hordain\ and began a Fafcinage from
each, into the Morafs.
A brave Seventeenth the Duke of Marlborough went to Majlin in Perfon,
Attion. to view the Enemy’s Works, and to forward thofe on his Side; and having

view'd a Pott the Enemy had in the Cow-Path, covered by a Parjipet, fix

Hundred Paces in Front, he ordered it to be attack’d by four Hund ed
Grenadiers; who being fuftained by Eight Battalions, neither valued the

C'annon of the City, nor of the Enemy’s Intrenchments; but leaping re-

folutely into the Water, to the Depth whereof they were utterly Strangers,

march’d through the Inundation, fome up to the Middle, andothers up to

the Neck, for feveral Hundred Paces. Having thus advanced to the Parapet™

they receiv’'d the Fire of Four Companies o f Grenadiers, fuftained by the

* Brigade du Roy, who guarded the Poft, and foon obliged them to retire.
Incompara- o n this Occafion, we muft not pafs over in Silence the ineornparable
and’efoYw™ Bravery of an Enfign, of Ingoldsby's Regiment, whofe Name, accc™Hing to
tion ofan” Monfieur RoulJety is Bada de Somercourt. This Hero, who was at the Head
Enfign. of Fiftean Grenadiers of the fame Regiment, being all Soul, (for'he had
a very litfle Body,) and finding when they were advanced fome Part of

the Way in the Inundation, that he mutl either drown, or lofe Ms lhaic

of the Enterprixe, he chofe rather to get upon the Shoulderis of*<5ne

ot his Grenadiers, till they came to the Parapet™ where he was one of the

firft to leap into the Enemy’s Works. The Confederates™® had no more

than Six Men kill’d and wounded in this bold and refolute Aftion; wherein

they took Poflcftion of this important Poft, and thereby entirely cut off all
Communicarion, between ff~avrechih and the Town; for the Frenchy not
expefting to be attack’d, in. the Midft of the Waters, were fo amazed at the
“Intrepidity of the jMlies™ that after having made one Difcharge, which did

no



Duke of MARLBOROUGH, &c. 539

no great Execution, they retired in fome DIfordcr. Had this AiEiion hap-

pen’d in the Time of the Romans™ the Name of this brave Enfign, would

have been tjranfmitted dowi”™ to Pofterity, in all their Hiftories; and yet fiich

is the Ingratitude or Negligence of our Hiftorians, that tho’ they mention

the Action> they pafs over in Silence the Name of this Little Hero} and had

it not been for Monfieur Roujfet» it would have been utterly buried in Ob- .
livion; tho’ for his Bravery, he deferved very well to have been im-
mortalizedk

T he -French having abandon’'d fo advantagious a Poft, in fuch a fcanda-
lous Manner, the Allies had nothing to do, but to continue their Fafcinade,
and cover the Poft they had taken, from the Canon of ff~avrechin, and the
Town; which the Fafcines, the Enemy left behind them, enabled them to
do efFedtually, 4% next Morning. From that Time, they carried on their
Fafcinades with great Trdnquillity; and in two Days more> they brought
them within Seven Hundred Paces of one another, and cover'’d them with
good Redoubts, tbcye being nothing between them but a large ftanding'
Water. JB#*

on the Nineteenth, about Noon, the Enemy made a Sally, with a con- ThcBcfie?.
fiderable Number of Troops; and attempted to furprize a Captain’s Guard makefc-
of a Hundred™Men, who were pofted towards the North Side of the Town;
but they were repulfcd with Lofs. The fame Night, another large Body
fallied three feveral Times; but were as,often driven back again with great
Lofs. On the Twentieth™ the whole Town was inverted, excepting about
Two-hundred Paces, where the Inundation was very deep; And to prevent
the Enemy’s endeavouring, at any Time, to convey either Ammunition or
Provifion that Way, a Bridge of Hurdles and Planks was order’d to be laid
a-crofs it; whereby the Fakinades were joined, and all manner of Paflage
into the Town was entirely cut off.

on the Twenty-firft, the heavy Train from Tournay™ arrived In the Camp*

In their PafTage by St. Amand, their Convoy was attack’d a large Party
of the Enemy, itom Valenciennes\ however, after a iharp Encounter, they
obliged them to retire, with a confiderable Lofs.

As this Enterprixe was the moft Hazardous of any that had been Under-
taken during the whole Courfe of the War; and one, wherein the Duke of
Marlborough underwent more Fapgue, than ever he had done in any other j
wherein alfo he had a favourable Opportunity of difplaying his utmoft Abi-
lity in the Arc of War, we have thought fit to relate all the Circumftances
previous to it. In effefl', they were all. remarkable, and all worthy of be-
ing mentioned; for the Marlhal de Vtllars, to give him his Due, flicwed
himfelf both an af£live Commander, and ,an accomplifh’d General, in the
feveral Attempts he made to prevent the invefting the Town; which fee

*the Duke of Marlborough'® Ability in the more advantageous light, as he
defeated all thofe Attempts. It is certain, indeed, confidering how near the
French Army was, it was a very bold Enterprize; and fome People took
Occaiion from thence, to arraign his Grace's Conduft, and cenfure him of
Raflinefs; but they who maturely weigh his great Forefight, fo vifible in
all his A”~i»ns, and the great De;pendance he had Reafon to have, on the
Couragj'~and Condud, of the Officers,” and Troops under his Command, will
undoubtedly be of another Opinion.

BOUCHINh~'\T\g thus inverted; and the Contravallation drawn paral- The Tren-
Icl with the Circumvallation, from the Senfet, to the Lower Scixld, the
Treochts were opened, the Twent™-firft at Night, at two Attacks, againft™/
th™ tJpper-Town; the Le/t towards the Scheld, and the Right towards the
Senfet: AfteV this the Duke of Marlborough order'd a third Attack, a-
gainft the Horn-Work, which cover’d xhe Lower-Town-~ both to Favour
the two other Attacks, and to give the Garrifon a greater Diverfion, and
fatigue them the more. The 1renches were open’d at this third Attack,
on the Twenty-third at Night, by fome Troops from the Grand Armv.

The two againft the Upper-Towny were to be carried on by Thirty Battali-
ons and Twelve Squadrons, commanded by Fageland under him,*
b ’ at
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at the Attack on the Right» by the Lord North and Gray, who, had under
him two Major Generals, and as many Brigadiers: The Attack on the
was commanded by Lieutenant General Colliery ~with the fan>e J'fumber of
Major Generals and Brigadiers. Befides thefe Troops, Forty Sjquadrons
under General Dop/y and Twenty Battalions, commanded by Lieutenant
* General ff~itherj, were pofted on the fame Side, to obferve the Enemy.
The third Attack was againft the Lovjer-Towtti under the Direftion of
Lieutenant General Schwartzcn, with two Major-Generals, and four Bri-
gadiers.

W e fliall not detain our Readers, by giving them an exaO: Journal of
this Siege j that it was carricd on fuccefsfully, and that Monfieur de Villars
attempted no great Matters to relieve it, tho’ he was continually doing
fomething to harrafs the Troops, they will fee by the following Letter,
from Mr. Cardonnel, to Monfieur ****** at Hanover.

From the Camp before Bouchain, E~tfAAf 27, 1711,

Letter from < | have been honoured with your Letters of the Seventeenth and Eigh-
Mr. Cardan- ** teenth Inftantt The latter came to my Hands laft Night, with that enclo-
** Ned formy Lord Duke, of the Twenty-firft. We do not yet |[cnow what to
irHanover think, of the Miifcovitcy or rather, the Saxon News j fome of our Letters
** feem to confirm it, on the contrary, others will give no Credit to it.
There may, however, probably be fomething in it; into which, as
well as into the Conduft of our Northern jellies, a few Days will give
us a better Infight. Our Approaches before this Place advance pretty
well; and we have Reafon to hope, that when our Batteries begin to
play, it will not be able to hold out long. We are very much‘obl™ed
to the Marfhal de Villarsy for having fufFered us to take tise necellary
Meafures, for carrying on the Siege, without Interruption, by any Di-
** verfion, either here, or elfewhere. Undoubtedly, he is forming fome
‘m Defigns or other, but we hope they will all come to nothing. !~th his
** Court, and Army, are very much exafperated againft him. | plcjfe
myfclf before-hand, with having the Honour of embracing you at the
** HaguCi and am "c,
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A.Cardonnel.

T he Approaches were carried on in the ufual Manner, till the Thirtieth
in the Morning; when the Cannon-and Mortar Pieces began to play, from
the Batteries, at all the Three Attacks; and they continued fo to do with
fuch Succefs, that the Cannon of> the Place were foon difmounted, and the
Out-Works ruin’d. The French nrade feveral Attempts to intercept the Con-
voys of the Befiegers, but in vain} fo great a Progrefs was made in the
Siege, by the Eleventh of September, that notwithftanding all Endeavours
ufed towards its Relief, by the Marfhal de Villars; who, by the Reafon of
the Neighbourhood, of the two Armies, had continual Skirmifhes with the
Confederates-, the Baftion on the Right of the Lower-Town, was ftormed,
and taken, with little, ornoLofs; and the Befieged quitted, at™™e fame
Time, the Baftion on the Le/'t, where the alfo lodged themillves.

The Garri- Twelfth of September, N. S. about Noon, the tefieged,* feeing
ion beat a that the. Breaches at the two Attacks againft the Upper Town wefe wide
i’-ifley. enough,’~nd that all Things were preparing for a general Afiault, beat the
Chamade ; and Hoftages being exchange({, the French, who were cohdutled

to General Fagel's Quarters, whither the Duke of Marlborough, and* the
Deputies repaired, began to propofe Articles of Capitulation. But thev

were immediately answered, by the Duke ofMarlborough, That he would

not have them read; for fince they had waited tothe laji Extremity, they muiji

expeff no other Terms than to be made Prifonersof Uar: He bid them ac-

quaint the Commandan” therewith, knd fend back the Ho/lages, if he would

not accept of thefe Conditions. The Hoftages returning into the Town,

‘and informing the Governor hereof, he refilled to comply } wherefore Ho-

ftilities





