
"  T h e  M anner o f fighting in this Siege, fays the A uthor o f  the T a tk t i  
** difcovered a G allantry in our M en, unknown to former Ages j their 
** m eeting with adverfe rarties under G round, where every Step was taken 
** with Apprehenfions o f being.blow n up with Mines below them , or 

crufhed by the F a ll o f the E arth  above them j and a ll this afted in Dark- 
** nefs, has fomething in it more terrible, than ever is met w ith, ip any 

other Part o f a Soldier’s D uty ; However, this was perform ed wjth great 
** Chearfulnefs.”

T he  Enemy N O T H IN G  clfe w orth particular Notice happened till the Tw enty-fixth, 
play off an- -^vhen the Enem y fprung a M ine, which killed above four H undred o f th« 
whkhdMs’ ; who, notwithftandipg that Lofs, and the prodigious F ire
>xt* nior^* Befieged, lodged themfelves, th a t very N ight, near the PaliiTadoes, at th6 
Execution, A ttack of General Schuykmburgh; and their Miners carried on their Saps, 

though  they were greatly annoy’d by the W ater, which the French found 
Means to let in to them . On the Tw enty-eight, in th e  M orning, M onfieur 
du Mcy, one of the chief Engineers, who had the Direfbion o f General 
Schuylembtirgh''$ A ttack, was m ortally wounded in the Head by one of the 
Stone-M ortars o f the Befiegers, and died foon after. T h e  fame Day, Prince 
Eugene, and tke Duke o f Marlborough, went to Tournay from the A rm y ; 
and the Tw enty-nintl), in the M orning, vifited the Trenches at that Attaci^: 
where a Lodgment had been made, two Days before, on the Saliant A ngle 
o f the Counterfcarp. A bout T en  in the M ofniftg, the  Enerty  fprung an- . 
o ther M ine, ^h ich  did but little Execution j but in the Afternoon, they 
fprung two o ther Mines at Count Lottum^s A ttack, w hereby the  Beiiogers 
had two Officers k ill’d, and feveral M en k ill’d and wounded. T h a t D ay, 
and the T h ir tie th , the j 41Hcs made a terrib le F ire  upon the Citadel, and ; 
threw  in a confiderable Number of Bombs, which did all the Exec^tion^ 
th a t could be defired \ whereupon, the necefTary Difpofitions were ordej’d 
to  be made for an AflTault: But the Enemy prevented it, by beating a Parley, 

T h e  Garri- the  Thirty-firft, in the M orning, and defiring to capitulate. H ereupon, an 
foil defire to Exchailge o f Hoftages was immediately agreed upon, and Monfieur Dolet, 
capitulatc. M arquis de Ravignan, both Major-Generals, and four other Officers,

came out o f the C itadel; and M ajor-Getieral Hohendorff, with five Officers 
more, were fent in their Room , on the Side o f  ^^Confederates, M onfieur 

w ith his Fellow-Hoftages, were brought to  the E arl of Alhemark^^ 
H oufe, where the Duke of Marlborough^ and Prince Eugene o f Savoy^ be­
ing met to receive their Propofals, they offered to furrender the Place, and 
delivered a Draught o f a Capitulation, confifting o f eleven Articles.

T h e s e  Demands being made, M onfieur JDo/et, and the other French 
Officers, were order’d to withdraw ; and after fome Debate, being called in 
again, were told by the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, That no 
other Conditions -would be allowed them, but fo r  the Garrifon to furrender t h e ^  
felves Prifoners o f  IV a r : U pon which, they returned into the Citadel, and 
about T hree in the Afternoon, the Hoftilities began again. T h e  two Con­
federate  Generals feem to have infifted on the Garrifon’s furrendering them ­
felves Prifoners o f W ar, not only for the H onour o f the Arms o f  the Allies, 
hut in return for his Mofi Chrijfian M ajefty’s having refufed to ratify the 
former C apitalation. Befides, during the Ceflation o f Arm s, they had a 
certain Account o f the g reat Streights to which the Garrifon were reduced 
for W ant o f Provifion ; whereupon. Orders were g i v ^ t o  renew the  Fii;t^ 
againft the Citadel, from all the Batteries, w ith the utmoj't V igour ; whif'h 
foon reduced the Garrifon to the Neceffity o f accepting w hat Term s the  
Corfedirate Generals thought fit to grant them. Hereupon, Monfieur de 
Stirville, having defited a Conference w ith the Earl o f Albemarle, on the  
Second of September, informed him  of his Inclination to furrender, and de­
livered his Lordfliip other Propofals to that E n d l 'wh’ch being made known 
to  the Duke of Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, who had left the Siege , 
but that Morning, they returned th ither the T h ird , from Orchies, and finned 
the A rtic les: T his done, the Garrifon delivered ̂ up a Gate o f  the Citacfcl in 
the Afternoon, and m arch’d out the F ifth , to tll 'i^ u m b e r o f three Thoufand 

a f i v ^
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fire H undred M en, befides the Sick and W ounded, in order to be conduced 
to  Conde. T h ey  were allowed, both Officers and Soldiers, to march out They accept 
w ith their Swords and Baggage, but were obliged to leave them, together Terms 

‘ w ith  their Arms and Colours, behind them, and lurrender Ph’ibners at large j 
w ith this R eftriftion, that they were not to ferve, till an equal N um ber o f 
th6 Allies, who had been taken by their Forces, fhould be releafed in theit 
Room.*

T h e  im portaht City, and Citadel of Tournay, had no fboner fallen a Sa- 
cxifice to the viftorious Arms o f the Confederates, than the Duke o f M arl- 

and Prince Eugene, were intent up6n following their Blow, and 
refS^-'“̂  either upon another Conqueft o f equal Importance, viz. T h a t o f  
Mons, the Capital o f the Province o f Hainault, o r upon drawing the Enem y 
on to a B attle : fn both o f thefe, we fhall find they fucceeded ; the one * 
happening afterwards to be the immediate Confequence of the other. T o  
this End, their two Armies decamped from Onhies, the very Day the Ci­
tadel o f Tourfiay was furrchdcred; pafs’d the Scheld, joined in their M arch, 
and incamped the Fourth o f September^ N . S. at Brifoul; a t fome Diftance 
from which, the H ereditary Prince of Hejfe-Cajfel, who had ^been detach’d 
the Morning before, with four Thoufand Grenadiers, dnd fix*ty Squadrons,

order to force the Enem y’s Lines, was likewife encamped. On tne F ifth , 
they  purfued their M arch, notwithftanding the Badnefs o f the W eather, 
by Reafon of the continual Rains, and encamped at Siraat, w ithin a 
League of the River Haifne, which the Prince of H^jfe paffed the fame A f­
ternoon, w ith  his Detachment.

O n  the Sixth, in the M orniiig, the Duke of Marlborough’t Army being The French 
\ag a in  in M otion, and having paHed the Haifne, above Mons, his Grace re- al>andon 

^ 'c e iv e d  Advice, that as the Prince of Hejfe was about to attack the Enem y’s 
Lines, from the Haifne to the Sambre, three Regiments o f Dragoons, which 
were placed there for their Defence, abandoned thern. N ot long after, 
when that Prince joined the Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, on 
their M arch, they congratulated him  on the Succefs o f his Expedition ; to 
which his Highnefs anlwered. The French have deprived me o f  the Glory o f  
dcferving this Compliment, fo r  they wouid not fo  much as mahe a Shew o fjlay-  
ing fo r  me.

I t  appeared, howeVer, that the Enemy had fome Dcfign o f defending 
thofe L in es; for the Chevalier de Luxcmburgh arrived there foon after, with 

, a  large Detachment, in order to have fultained the Regiruents o f Dragoons 
afore-mentioned; and was followed by the Marflial de Fillars in Perfon :
But when they found, that their Troops had quitted their Poft, they re­
turned to Sl^ievrain; whither the whole French Arm y marched from their 
Lines behind the Scarpe. On the other Hand, the Prince of Hejfe, having

, -t-iken Poflertion of the Lines above-mentioned, encamped with his Right to
Jemappe, and his Left to Framiers; by which M eans, Mons was, in a M an­
ner, block’d up ; and the Army under the Duke o f Marlborough encamped 
at Havre, whilft Prince Eugene did the fame at St. Dennis.

O k  the Seventh, the Marlhal de Boufiers arrived at the French C am p ; The Mar- 
which, as his Moji Chrifian  Majefty feemed to repofe fo entire a Confidence de Rouf^ 

in the M arflial de Pillars, at the Beginning o f the Campaign, occafioned ^ 0 "ft7heir*A* 
fmall Surprize** Monfieur however, to foften the M atter, told w' ĥich

-. -Monfieur de A7'/V.?̂ ?x that He was come to ferve him as his Aid de C am p; occafions va- 
or, as other Accoi^its fay. That he did not come in any Chara&er, but to re- riousSpccu- 
ceive his Commands'j^or the King's Service, and to communicate to him ^
Maj(fiy'’s Orders, upon the prefent P /^ure  o f  j^ffairs. Monfieur D n Mont 
fays, (as we have obferved in the F"̂ irft Part, Page 102.) that Monfieur de 
lioufficrs had Orders and Pow«r, from his MoJl Chrijlian M ajefty, to aflift at 

I Councils o f W ar, and at the Battle, and to retain his Pterogative o f Se- 
^  n io rity ; but, neverthelefso without incroaching, in  the leaft, upon the A u­

thority o f Monfieur de Fillars^ as Commarider in Chief. H e adds, that the
Marflial de Boufflers was noj fent to the A rm y without the Advice o f Ma- 
^ m  Maintenon; that it wafi ^ r m e d ,  it was me who made the Propofal to 

^  the

b u K E  of M A R L B O R O t J G H y  See,



the King, as dreading the Succefs of the Rem ainder of the Campaign, and 
not being willing the Marfhal de Fillars fliould alone be refponfable for the  ̂
IlTue of a Battle, which it had been refolved to venture. 'I 'h e  M arquis de 
S>ĵ i/icy gives yet another T urn to  this M atter, and pretends, th a t M on- - 
fieur dc Fillars being informed of the Defigns of the AlHtS) had dcfired 
his Mojl Lhrijiian M ajefty, fome T im e before the Surrender o f  the. Cita­
del o f Toiirnay^ to fend lome other Commander to his Afliftance ; but this 
does not fecm to agree a t a ll w ith that M arlhal’s known Vanity, and Self- 
SufHciency.

B e  that as it w ill, the fame Day, about Noon, as Prince Eugene, and the ^  - 
Puke of Marlborough, were going to Dinner, his Grace received A^Jvke, 
that the Frcnch were on their M arch, to attack the Body under the Command 

. o f the Prince of HcJJc; upon which. Orders were immediately given, firit 
to feeure the Blockade of Mons, and then to the Arm y under his own Com­
mand, to decamp from Havre, and leave their Baggage behind, with their 
T ents Handing. Being come to the Hills of Befian, where the Prince o f 
Hc[fc had his Q uarters, they made a H alt near Chevrais, Prince Eugenc'’s 
A rm y being advanced thither likewife; and there both Generals had farther 
Intelligence, «that the Frcnch had not pafs’d the Defiles of JVafmc^ but were 
encamped between them  and ^ ic v r a in  ; whereupon, the Conjcderate A rm ^ 
continued, the whole N ight following, in Order o f Battle. In the meaa 
W hile , the Duke o f Marlborough having Advice, that the Garrifon o f Mons 
confifted only o f nine weak Spanijh Battalions, and two of Bavarians, be- 
fides the Dragoons of PaJ^evr, his Grace concluded, that the chief Defign 
o f M onfieur de Fillars, ŵ as to induce the Confederates to draw all their 
Forces into the Plain between Bclian and Framiers, that he m ight have 
an O pportunity  to throw fome Reinforcements into Motis; to prevent whichj^^ 
his Grace ordered fome Troops towards St. Ghijlain.

T lie  Confe- the Eight o f September, N . S. the Duke of Marlborough, Prince
derateGtm- Fjigenc, and Monfieur Gojlingct, one o f the Field-Deputies of the States, 
ralsvievv tlic being attended by feveraJ Squadrons, under the Command of Prince 
wceTthe'^' for thcir Scfuriry, fpent the whole Day in viewing the Ground be-
two ArmiV:. Ween the two Armies j and when they were over-againft Blaugies, and 

Lambrechies^ they difcovered the Enemy’s whole A rm y, who were in M o­
tion, and pofting themfelves in the Plain o f Blaugies..

I n  the mean W hile, the Confederate A rm y marched, and encamped, 
with the L eft W ing, on the Side of the Haif?ie, and St. Ghijlain before them.
T he M arch which the A rm y made that Day, afforded one of the mofl glo­
rious Sights that had been feen for many Years j for the Confederate Gene­
rals, upon the Advices they had received of the Motions o f the M arfhal 
deFtllars'i A rm y, caufed the Heads of their Columns to return towards the 
Centre, v/high halting in the mean T im e, the whole A rm y formed a fort o f 
Crefcent, in the Midll; of a vaft Plain, w'hich yielded the moft bedutiful v. 
Profpeft imaginable. The fa m e  i\fternoon, their Hi/Jfars m et a Party o f 
the Enemy, at the W ood, or V illage o f Sart, confilting o f four H undred « 
M en ; and by the H elp o f their Guard, they not only defeated this Party , 
but brought a Lieutenant-Colonel, w ith fome Officers, thirty Soldiers, as 
many Deferters, and about one Hundred Horfes, into the Camp : On the 
L f t  W ing, M ajor-General Grovejicin m et another Party, in the Opening 
W  that W ood, which he defeated, and made fifty o f the M en Prifoners.
T h e  fame Day alfo, they had an Account, by fev era i^^ ferte rs , that thu’ 
Marfhal de Bonfflcrs had brought pofitive Orders, fresBr his Mojt Chrijiian 
M ajefty, to offer the Allies Battle.

T h e  next M orning, the French made a M otion, as if  their Defign w'as 
to march towards Bo[fu s but the Confederate Generals, advancing to take a 
narrow View of their A rm y, they foon pcrceived-,M_hat the M otion of their 

The French L eft Was only a Feint, to cover th6 M arch of their Right, which filed off, i  
Iblwfof the fame T im e, and pofTcffed themfelves of the W oods of La
v̂ eraTadvan- ‘I'aifnicrc, and Sart, with the Hedges that encompafs them , where ^
taoeousPoftbtliey placed their Infantry j and taking PoffeQivn, likewiie, o f the Hedges *
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t>f a Village called Placquet^ or Malplacquct, ranged their Cavalry iIk*
Openings between thefe V^^oods. H ereupon, the Covfcd'&atc Generals or­
dered their A rm y to march hy the L eft, and face the E nem y; the jR/?/’/ 
extending to Sart, and the Lc/t to B/cron, on the Edge o f the W ood B/a- 
gnieres, where they placed their Cannon : T h e  CcntH was near Blcrou^ and 
the H ead  Quarters not far from thence at Blai-tgnics. By this Meaiis, tliV 
L eft  o f the Confederate Army came fo near to the Enem y, about Tw o ih 
th e  Afternoon, that they cannonaded each other till tiie Evening j but the 
R igh t W ing of the j 4lHes being too far off, to come to the Place o f A tlion ,

T im e, there was too little Day left, to attack the Enemy. W herefore,
^fi^<Piike o f Marlborough, Prince Eugate^ and the Prince Royal of PruJJia^ 
paiTed the N ight with Monfieur Gojlinga, that they m ight be ready, in Cafe 
the Enemy fhould make any Attempt. But notwithftanding they were much 
fuperior in Number, and more efpecially in Infantry, they were fo far from 
defigning to attack the Allies, that, on the Contrary, they began to fortiiy 
their Camp, tho- it was by N ature very advantageous, with all the In- 
duftry, and Application imaginable. Bendes the thick Hedges, which ran, 
like a Chain, alo]|g their whole Camp, they made deep Lines to covcr their 
F o o t ; and caft up three fntrenchments on thfcir Right, one befiind the o ther,

^iho’ their Cam p; on that Side, was otherwi/e vety difficult o f Accefs, by 
Reafon of a marftiy Ground which lay before them. Their Centre, which 
was in a little  Plain, was, likewife, lecured by feveral Intrenchments, and 
defended in proper Places with a good AYtiTlcry ; befides all which, they cut 
dowo a great Number o f Trees, which they laid acrofs the W ays, to ob- 
ftruft the Paffage of the CoTi/'ednrate Viork  : Th^y alfo cut down the Hedges,

"t behind their Lines, for the more eafy March of their Cavalry, to fupport 
their Infantry, as Occafion might require ; fo that their Camp might not 

^  im properly be called a regular, fortif} ’d Citadel.
O n  the other Hand, Prince Eugene, and the Duke o f Marlborough^ who 

had refolved, on the N in th , in Concert with Monfieur Gojlinga, to attack 
the French, finding, on the T enth , that they had made l/fe  o f  the p re­
ceding N igh t, to improve the Advantagie o f their Situation, refolved only, 
without altering their Deiign, to defer the Execution thereof, till they 
fliould be rcintorced by t^venty-^ix Battalions, and fome Squadrons (Air.
Lediard fays only eighteen Battalions, and Monfieur du Mont tw enty) which 
had been em ploy’d in the Siege o f Tournay. Hereupon, Orders were im ­
m ediately difpatch’d to them , to march with all polBble Expedition, to 
join the Grand A^my, which they did that very N ig h t, under the Com­
mand of Count Lottum, and haron Scbnylemburgh. T he fame Evening, alfo, 
a  Detachment from the Blockade o f Monf, under the Command of Lieute- St. GLifnin 
nant-Gener.-tl Dedem, took St. Gbijlain, Sword in Hand, and made the Gar- wicen. 

,-T'for\, which confifted o f two Hundred Men, Prifoners o f M^ar.
T h e  Troops that rame from Tournay, having joined the A rm y, as we 

obferved before, on the Eleventh of September, in the M orning ; the Morn- 
S ingTJl that Bloody Day, which was to fend above twenty Thoufand brave 

M en to  their Graves, Prince Eugene, the Duke o f Marlborough, and the 
Field-Deputies of the States-Gciieral, Meflieurs Rundwyck, Hooft, and 
Gojlinga, rode together along the Line, between the two Annies, animating

• their "Men; fevV^l of whom were killed in their Prefence, by the-Enemy's 
Cannon-Shot. A rL ^ e  after Eight a-Clock, the Signal for the A ttack was 
^ v e n ,b y  a Difchafee o f fifty Pieces o f Cannon, and the Cannonading con­
tinued very brisk'onooth Sides; but as we have already given a very accurate 
Account o f this Bloody and ever-memorable Battle, as drawn up by Mon- 
fieuT da Mont, P a r ti. Pag. 105. we fhall oot tire our Readers w ith  a R e­
petition thereof, but only mcotion fuch Particulars, as are not taken No-

V ticc of by that G entlem an: W e ftall therefore only obferve jn  general, that 
this was the moft obftinate and bloody Battle, that was fought during the 
Courfe o f the whole W ar ; and that as the Allies gained an indifpurablc* 
y ifto r^’, tho’ it colt them vep ' dear, and had infinitely more Diiiiculties to 

•X n^nter>  and furmount, th i/''certa in ly  gained more Honour on this-Occa- 
_ 7 ^  fion.
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Simc Rc- fion, than at any other Tim e ; in ftiort, the Battle Malplacquct will
with diftin^ui{h’d Lultre, even in Company with the \ 'id o r ie s  o f Ihcl.^iet^

T h e  Confederate Generals, upon viewing, after the Battle, the advanta­
geous Pofts, from wjjence they had driven the Eneiny, were themfclves 
altonifh’d, to fee what Difficulties they had furmounted ; and indeed aU 
the Troops, both Officers, and Soldiers, ftievv’d as great Bravery, In trepi­
dity, and Refolution, in this obftinate A ftion, as was ever known, either o f 
late Years, or has been tranfmitced down to us, in A ntient H iftory. In 
EfTe(3k, confidering what improvements have been made, in thefe latter Ages, 
in the A rt of W ar, atid what contemptible Enemies the Perjians w erc-^ 
w'hom jilexander the Great was to cope, we don’t know whether it may not 
vye with the moft fhining o f his Aftions, v iz ,  his pafling the Granicus.

T h e  Enem y, whether incouraged by their prodigious Intrcnchments, or 
animated and made defperate, by the Shame of their former Defeats, fought, 
not only with a Bravery beyond what was expefted from them, but be­
yond what they had fhewn on any other Occahon, during tKis W ar, from 
h a lf  an Hour part Eight in the M orning, till ha lf an H our palt Tw oii^ 
the  AfternooH. But then, however, they were forced ro yield to the fu- 
pcrior Courage, and Fortune of the L^llies^ whofe Generals, the G reat Duke 
o f Marlborough^ the Intrepid Prince Eugene, the Gallant,, Count Tilly, and 
the Undaunted Prince o f NaJfau-FriezJand, were, during the whole Battle^ 
continually at the Head of their Troops, and in the hotteft o f the F ire  ; 
N either was Monfieur Gojlinga wanting, to animate the Soldiers, by his 
own Example.

W e muft not, however, omit, giving a more particular Tefrimony o f ■■ 
the Bravery of the Prince of Najfau, as it is related by Monfieur 
who fays he fought by his Highnefs’s Side, during the whole Aftion, and 
received two \Vounds there by Small Shot. “  This young and intrepid 
“  H ero (fays he) commanded the Dutch Infantry, which formed tlie L eft  
“  W ing o f the Cojifcderate Army. H e led them on, not to fight w ith  

M en, but againft Intrenchments, for the French had three, one behind 
** the other, in this Place* lined w ith Cannon, loaded with Cartridges.
“  The firft Line advanced boldly, with their Mtiskets on their Shoulders, 

to within a fmall Piftol-Shot o f the Enemy. T h e  Prince, who had but 
** forty Battalions under his Command, was to drive from thefe Intrcnch- 
“  ments double that Num ber, fupported by the K ing’s Houlhold, and 
“  commanded by the M arfhal de Bouffiers in Perfon, with the Count 

tagnan, who for his gallant Behaviour in this A£lion, was made a Marftial 
** o f  France, H is Highnefs was expofed all the while to an infernal F ire, 

which covered the Earth around him w ith  dead Carcafes; and at the 
*< very Beginning of the A£Vion, he loft the brave Count Oxenfiiern. Nc,- 
“  verthelefs, he forced both the firft and fccond Intrenchment ; and had 
** entered the third, and had made h im felf M after o f the Enemy’s main 
** Battery, had he had a fufficient Number o f M en, to have oppofed->the 

French, whom the Count d'^Artagnan poured in upon him with great Re- 
“  folution ; infomuch, that his Troops were obliged to retreat fome Paces.
"  H is Highnefs perceiving this, took a Colours o f the Regiment o f  Mey, 

and with as much Unconcernednefs as Intrepidity, carried it to  the In- 
** trenchment, and planted it there, calling out to his Troops, Come hither to 

The incom- ** nic, my Friends^ Come kither to me. By which Means he 'rah ied  his M en, who 
Braver and had been repulfed and difheartened, and brought them on to the Charge 
Intrepidity **' again. But being again ovcr-power’d with Numbers, he made them re- 
of the Princc t i r e  behind the Hedges, till he had Intelligence, that the W ing,
>o{ Orange, tt Centre, had overthrown the Enemy ; upon which, he returned to

the Charge, and forced his W ay into the Plain, to gather his Share o f 
the Laurels.”
T h e  wonderful Succefs o f the Allies in this Battle, obtained under all  ̂

the Difficulties, and Di fad vantages, that could be oppofed in the W ay of 
an A rm y (infomuch, that the Soldiers o f t\^,Con/ederates faid. They d id ^

”K .
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not make li'^ar againjt Mcr\, but M oles,) mult:, however, be ickiiowlcdgccl 
to be owing, in ;i great Meafurc, to the Duke o f Murlboroitgh\ Genius, Cou- 
rage, and Conduit ! .4  cortfummate Hero (fays the A uthor o f the Tatlcrs') ti,e 
who -has lived 7iot only beyond the TimCy in w tich  C±f£Jr fa id , he -was arrived TatUr. 
at a Satiety o f  L ife , and Glory, but ^ o  has been fo  lo7ig the SubJefJ of' Pane- 
syric'k, that i t  is as hard to Jay any lJ?ing new in his P ra ife , as to achl to the 
'M erit, -which requires fuch Eulogiums.

“  H a d  this Engagement {fays the fame jdathor') hdppcncd in th^ T im e 
of the Old Romans, and fuch Things been a£Ved in their Service, there 
would not have been a Foot o f the W ood, which was pierced, but WoulJ 

‘^VK^»»been confecrated to fome Deity, or made memorable by the Death 
** o f Jhim, who expired in it, for the Sake of his Country. It w ould  have 

been faid, on fome M onument at the Entrance, Here the Duke aiArgyle.
** drew his Sword, and faid, March. Here Jf'^ebb, after having an accom- 

plifh’d Fame for Gallantry, cxpofed him felf like a common Soldier. Here 
“  R ive tt, who was wounded at the Beginning o f the D ay, and carried off*
“  as Dead, returned to the F ield, and received his Death. Medals would 

have been ftruck for our General’s Behaviour, when he firft came into 
the plain. Here was the Fury of the A ftion, and here the Hero flood as 

' ‘^earlefs, as if invulnerable. Such certainly would have been the Care o (
** that State, for their own Honour, and in Gratitude to their H eroick Sub- 
“  je£ls. T h e  W ood intrench’d, the Plain made more unpaffable than the 
“  W ood, and all the Difficulties oppofed to the wo/? Galla^it j 4rmy, and 
“  mofi Intrepid Leaders, that ever the Sun Jhined on̂  would each have fur- 
“  niftied M atter, for the ablett Pens to have recorded them in Eulogiumsy 

"-V and Panefyricks.”
^ G r e a t  lu m b e rs  fell in this bloody Aftion ; and the ^'^llks frankly owned,

•• that they had above feventeen Thoufand M en, either killed or wounded, ac­
cording to the Lifts, hereunto annexed.

O f Prince Eugene^s Arm y.

Nations, and 
Bodies.

Imperialijls —
Danes---------
Saxons--------
Palatines —
D u tch --------
HeJJians —  
JVirt ember^hers

no
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s .
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n
TJr-»
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I—«

nu"Or-r
5 'CO

oeaCu

9
6
9

23
12
2

00ccr
b
o
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n>Pu

4
8

10 
I

16
5

11

COccr
O
3?p

oaa
CL.n

11
42
22
1

44
20
I';

Sergeants and 
Common 
Soldiers.

r>O.

183
Sj>9
184

83
683 
128 
120

'O t the Duke of Marlboroufib's Arm y.

ocna.
S.

3 0 7
694
477

818
35°
272

508
1284
709
359

»599
526
422

Britons--------- 4 l 2 4 3 0 3 *3 26
Pruffians ------ \ 2 4 1 1 I 6 2 ^7
Hanoverians — “O I I 2 0 4 2 12
Dutch ---------- 6 6 5 11 5 14 42 116

Sum T otal — 16 20 16 27 9 36 79 238

61
33 
44 

35^42

13
9

10

541
294
28

223

7^ 5415^586529

5 4 *
294
28c

2238

1082
588
570

4476
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A m o n g st  the K illed, were feveral Officers o f Diftin£lion, particularly', 
^'General Count Lott urn, and General Tettau, o f  the P  ruffians ; Count Oxen- 

tj^ ie rn , a Lieutenant-General, and the Marquis oiTullibardiney Colonel of a 
" Regiment o f F oot, in the ^ i v 5ce of the States. Am ongft the W ounded

w ere.



were, Prince Eugene of Savoy, llighcly in the Head, as was alfo Brigadier 
M ay, in the fame Place ; the Lieutenant-Generals fVackerbaert, and 
Hamilton, the firft m ortally ; Brigadier Croonjlrom, Q aint Oxcnfikrn'’̂  A d­
jutant, dangeroufly ; and Monfieur Dwyfj, Adjutant to the Prince o f  f
H is H ighnefs him felf had two Horfes killed under him , but efcaped un­
h u rt, as did alfo the Duke o f j 4rgyk, though he received feveral M usket- 
Shots through his Cloaths and reruque. T o  be more particular, as to  
the Troops, Brigadier Zfl/o, a Refugee,**in great Favour and
Elteem  with the Generals ; Sir Thomas PcndcrgaJ}, Colonel o f a Regim ent o f 
F oot, Colonel R ive it, o f the G uards; Lieutenant-Colonel Arundel, and ' 
Lieutenant-Coloncl Bethel, were reckoned amongft tha Slain, Liej^ftv^ant- 
General JVehh, in the Beginning of the Adtion, received a very dangerous 
W ound, by a M usket-Ball, that lodg’d itfelf near the Groin. Lieufenant- 
Qo\ov\t\ Ramfayy Major Lajhley, and Major Rew, dy’d o f th e ir W o u n d s; 
but Lieutcnant-Colonel Farmer, M ajor Chiversy and diyors othersj o f infe­
rior R ank, furvived theirs.

Lofbof the T h e  French were very induftrious in leffening, and concealing their Lofa
Enemy. from the Publick ; but Ibme private Accounts trom their A rm y owjned, that 

they had about five H undred and forty Officers kill’d on the Spot, and 
one Thoufand apd fixty-eight wounded, 'hefides three Hundred and one takpr- . 
Prifoners j and the N um ber o f their priyate Men, killed, wounded, or made 
Prifoners, m ight modeftly be computed at fifteen Thoufand. Amongft th e ir

■ Slain were, Mefiieurs de Courfillon, de Chcmerault, Baron F alavkinu  M ef- 
fieurs de Lautrec, de Qreberges and de Moret, Lieqtenant-Generals Count de 
Beuil, Mefiieurs de Rouleau, de Rochcbome, and de %o\trnefort, Major-Gcjoe- 
r a ls ; MelTieurs de Coafquin, and de Stekenboiirg, Brigadiers ; befides M cf;' ^  
fieurs de Schanvcjiein, df Salis, dc Sei^nclay, the Cheyalj^r de Croy, de TtUc- 
^o?ide, de Molezuti, Fitzgerald, de Barentin, S t. Laurent, and the Duke de 1.

 ̂ Charoji. Amongft their W ounded, was the M arflial de Villars him felf, . 
who receiving a Shot in the Knee, in the H eat o f the Battle, was obliged 
to  leave the Command o f  the  A rm v to the Mar(hal de Boufiers, to which 
he, in a great Meafure, attributed the 1-ofs o f  the Beattie. As alfo, the 
Duke de Guichc, the Chevalier dc S t. Torts ; M efiieurs de Conjlauj de Beau- 
fremont, de Savig?ie, dc Crauzat, de Mxinnejiers, d'Oppeide, de Rc/ugce, and 
d 'A lbergotti; the Princes de LambcJ/t, and de Monthazfin, Mefiieurs de B ril-  
lac, de TourneminCy d'’\Angene,s, dc Z ck , de Cotidriny de Renly, dc Bcrvilc, 
d''^ntcl, and de S t. Hilaire.

U pon  the whole M atter, all who judg’d irppartially  o f th is Battle, were 
o f Opinionj that every T hing  confidej'd, th e  Allies c îd gain a rem arkable 
and glorious Viftoijy, but paid a great deal too dear f t r  i t ; and, on; the 
other Hand, that tbo’ the French wer^ beaten from their fortify’d Camp, and 
loft the Field o f Battle, yet they, in foipe M eafure, retrieved their former. 
Reputation : It wa^ evident, however, by their not attei^jpting afterwards g 
to relieve Mons, that their Lofs was much greater thaq they were willing to 
own. It was obferved, that this B atde was fought the fame D ay, on \vhich 
Prince Eugene, had gained the famous V iftory over th^ Turits, at Zenta, on 
the R iver TheJjfe, in Hungary, in the Ye^ir 1697, which pr Uuced th cT re a ty  
o f  Carlowitz.
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T h is  memorable Battle being over, the Vi£borious Covfcd£rate A rm y , . 
were ordered tp encamp, a little  beyonc| the Field of ^ t l e ,  which was co-^_^  
vered w ith the Bodies of M qn, either_dead, dying, or woiunded ; and on th>.'^”" 
Tw elfth o f S^tcm ber, N. S. they returned to their old-Camp TitBelian. T h e  
Duke o f Marlhorcugh tooly up his (g arte rs  in the A bbey of V^elian ; Prince 
Eugene his, in the Village o f  and Coynt Tilly his, in the Village
of Port ^ c fo y .  T h e  Jifjics were alfo em ploy’d the fame D ay, in burying 
their Dead, 'and removing their wounded Men ; and there having been a ^  
g reat many Fre\Qh Officers aud Soldiers left wounded on thejpield  o f  Battle, J  
snd in the adjacent Houfes, the  Duke o f  Marlborough let the Marfhals r/f V , 
U llars, Boujfflcrs know* that he vvoiiJd allow-them to fic^d a N um ber o f  |  
V\ aggons, to  fetch theun off. T his Offer tfef^ gladly act^pted ; and a ^  —

cordinj^lp



cordingly fent the Chevalier dc Luxemburgh, a Lieutenant-G eneral, w ith 
two H undred H orfe to Bavay, to meet the ConfQcleratc G eneral Officer, who 
ftou id  be appointed, w ith an equal N um ber, tp (ettle the M anner, and 
take the Paroles o f H onour o f the Officers, w io  wore carried off ; together 
w ith the N um ber o f the private Soldiers, who were to be afterwards ac­
counted for, upon an Exchange : H ereppon, his Grace gave this Coiiirniffion 
to Lieqtenant-G cneral Cadogan, who having conccrted every T h in g  w ith  
the  C kvali(r^  returned to the Camp, and left an Officer, and a Comrqin'ary, 
to  take a L ift o f all that fhould be found ; and according to their De/irp, the 

were allowed two Days for burying their Dead, and carrying off 
their "vVounded.

T h e  F ifteenth celebrated, th ro u g h o u t the whole Confederate A rm y, Botli thcJl- 
as a D ay o f Thankfgiving to  A lm i g h t y  G q d , for the late wonderful 
V i£lory, and the Evening concluded with Salvo’s o f A rtille ry  and Small ^ak!eRe- 
Arm s, and other M ilitary  Rejoicings. It is rem arkable, that uppn the firft joicing? for 
N ew s o f  this Battle, and a fond R ep o rt, that the  French w ere Vidlorious. thisViaory. 
Rejoicings were, likewife, made fpr it, a t Cbarleroy, A^amur, and other 
Places ; but they were fooxi undeceived, and their Joys was bu t ftiort-lived.
On the Sixteenth, eighteen Battalions, which had fuffered moi^, being o r­
dered to go anjd recruit themfelves, fome o f them  began the ir M arch  to th e  
Places ailigncd them  i and their Room  was foon after fupp ly ’d by twe^tjtyr 
four Battalions, drawn out o f the Garrifons, tw enty o f which were D utch, 
and the other ionvBritiJh, nam ely. H ill’s  ̂Strathngper's, and l f y m e \ .

> T h e  following M ech^ werc ftruck on this Occafion,
I. O n  t\\Q Fac^i was tlie ^ e c n 's  Bujio, with her.M ajefty’s T i t le ,  as u fu a l; Medals 

on the Reverfe, was reprefented a Battle in a W ood, and Vi^ory  flying over ^ 
it, w ith Crowns o f Laurels in her Hands, and this M otto  :

Concordl^ £sf Virtute.
In BngHJb }■ . '

By Concord, and Fortitude.

In the Exergue ;

GalHs ad Taifmere devifiis, Auguft 31. M .DCC.IX ,
T h e  ^vanquifli’d at Taifnieres, A \ig\il\ 31, 1709.

T h £  Djitch /truck  another M edal, on this Occafipn, in H onour to the 
’ two Com m anders’ in Chiet.

O n  the Fac-ixf was reprefented the Bufio'^s o f Prince Eugene, and the Duke 
of Mari'otQudi, facirig each other, w ith their T itles over them. T he 
Reverje had a Landdcip, with a 'J’ree ajmoft ftrip t o f its Leaves ;ind 
Branches; the C ity o f Alons at a D iftance; and behjnd it, the !iun fetting 
redj as it gene! ally does afte,r a Storm  ; w ith this Infcriptioi^ ;

 ̂ Cruentus Occidit. It fets in Blood.
\ «

And iji the Exet^ue  ;

G alli ad: M ontes Halhnovia: V ifli. A N . DO. M.DCC.IX. D. X L Sept.

T h e  Freufih defeated, at i n ^ e p t .  11. 1709.
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S i r ,  Prom the Camp dt Blaregnles, Scptmber 11, 1709.
L etter from A sS O O N  as I had difpatch’d m y Letter to you, on Saturday, from 
the Duke of«  HavrCy we were alarmed w ith  the News o f the Enemies m arching to at- 
Marlborough tt [ack the P rinceof Hejfe-y upon w hich, the whole A rm y were im m ediately 
^ tary  % / /“  M otion, but i t  was next D ay, at Noon, before all the T roops

could come up. In the M orning, they fent out a Detachm ent of four 
** Hundred H orfe, to  obferve our M arch, whom the H ead o f the Prince of 

HcJJe's T roops dttack’d , and took the Colonel who commanded them , 
w ith the Lieutenant-Colonel, divers other Officers, and about fifty 
Prifoners. U pon N otice o f our Arm y’s lying on this Side the Hayne, the  
Enemy ttre tch ’d out their Line, from ^ te v ra in , to the Rights  w hich 
they continued alfo to do the next Day, and Ycfterday they pofleffed 
them felves o f the  W ood of Dour^ and Blaugics, where they immediately 

“  began to intrench. This M otion of the Enemy’s kept our A rm y tw o 
N ights under their A rm ^; and in the Evening, afToon as the twenty-one 

“  Battalions, and four Squadrons, we were expefting ‘frdm Tourtuiy, were 
come withih R each, i t  was refolved to attack them , and the neccflary 
Difpofitions being made, we accordingly began, at E igh t this Mornings -  

** T h e  F ig h t was maintained with great Ooftinacy till near Tw elve a-Clock, 
before we could force their Intrenchments, and drive them out o f the 
W ood, into the Plain, w here their Horfe were all drawn u p ; and ours 

■*' advancing upon them , the  whole A rm y engaged, and fought with great 
F ury , till paft T hree in the A fternoon; when the Enem y’s Cavalry began 

“  to  give way, and to  retire towards MaubeugCy and Vakncictmesy and p a r t ;
o f them towards Conde. W e purfued them to the Defile by Bdvay, w ith ' , , 

** great Slaughter, all our Troops behaving themfelves, wfth the greateft 
Courage. W e are now encamped on the Field o f Battle. Y ou m ay 
believe the Lofs muft have been very great on both Sidles. W e have a 
good Number o f Officers Prifoners j but as I fend this Expre/s by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Graham, who carries a L etter to the Sluccn, I muft refer 
you to m y next for farther Particulars. In the mean W h ile , I heartily  
congratulate you upon thfs great Succefs, and am tru ly .

S i r ,
Tour mofi fa ith fu l.

Humble Servant,
M a r l b o r o u g h .

P . S. T had almoft forgot to te ll  you, th a t we took St. Ghijlain 
”  Yefterd^y, Sword in Hand, and made th e  Garrifon, confiifting o f two 
'* H undred M en, Prifoners o f W ar.”

T h e  next D ay, his Grace wrote a congratulatory Letter on the fame Oc- 
cafion, to the States-General, who returned the following Anfwer.

S i r ,
Letter from "  W e  have received your Highnefs’s L e tte r, dated the tw elfth Inftan t;
the Staus- and we return you Thanks for your obliging C ongratulat^n, on the com- •
t^rS^ke^of Vj£lory, obtained by the Arms of the Allies, th^ D ay before, aftfj; «
Maribcnugh ho tteft, and m oft obftinate F ight, that ever was heard of. Our De-

puties have acquainted us with the Particulars o f the w ho le ' A ftion, and 
** have not forgotten to  le t Us know, how much your Highnefs has con- 

tributed to the gaining o f this V iftory , and what is due to your V alour.
“  If  G lory  attends the Greatnefs o f Difficulties and Dar furmounted, 

th a t which ygu have acquired, on this great Occafion, "mutt exceed ail a
** others; and this Day alone is fufficient to render your N am e im m ortal, if  i t , J  
“  had not been already fo, by your former Viftories. W e congratulate you 

thereupon, with all our H earts, and praife the Lord o f  Hojii^ for this 
glorious Succefs. W e h ^ e  that the  Enefriy, being at laft fenfible, tl^c.^*;. 

** neither all their Forces anem bled together, nor their Int? ^chojents, np%»A 
^  (> ' ' “  any
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rc any Advantages o f Ground, are cap ib le  o f  withftatiding the Condu£V, &nd 
incom parable V alour o f  the Generals, and the Intrepidity and unparallel’d 

‘ «  Bravery, o f  the Troops o f the will think o f  giving Satisfa£tion
** to  a ll, in oij^er to eftablilh a General Peace. W e pray G  D blefs m ore 
“  and more all your Enterprises, and are w ith the greateft Eftcem , and 

Sincerity.’*
S i r ,

Tour Highnefs‘'s
■ H ague, Sept. • mojl ^jfc[iionate, to do you Service,

■ ' . ' i ,  1,709. States-General United Provinces,
o f  the Netherlands.

Signed, G. HoEUFFi
^ fid t  by their 0 /d er,

F .  F a g e l .

T h e  Particulars mentioned in the foregoing L etter, which the Field- 
Deputies o f  the States remitted to their High M i g h t were as follows

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,
• ' W e  do ourfelves the Honour heartily  to congratulate your High 
Mightineffes, on a very Glorious, bu t Bloody Battle, which began this 

** M orning, a t h a lf an H our paft E igh t, and ended at T w o in the A ftcr- 
** noon, when we had driven the Enemy from their Intrehchments. 1  he 

Bearer will give your High MightincJji’s a verbal and more clfcum ftantlal 
Relation.
“ W e lhall do ourfelves the H onour, by  the next Poft, to fend your 
High MightinCjfes the farther Particulars,

/r e ,  &c.
From the Field o f  Battle, J .  V. Randwych,

Sept. 11, 1709. IV .H oofi.
S . V. Gojlinga^

M a j o r  General Grovejle'm, the Bearer o f this L etter, left the A rm y, the  
E leventh , a t T en  a-Clock at N ig h t, and on his A rrival at the Hague, gave Major-Ge- 
their High MigbtinejJ'es the  following j^ccount by W ord o f M outh. '̂ r̂al Grme-

T h e  Enemy’s A rm y advancing the N inth  of September, to LonPueville,^‘'"’i
1 H A J • V r  1 • r  , count ot the"  and our A rm y, upon Advice thereot, marching from Bougnies, towards Battle of 

“  Bleron, It was judged convenient to defer attacking the Enem y, till the Mulplacqurf, 
“  A rrival o f the twenty-fix Battalions from Tournayj w^ho joinM us. in the 
** Niffht, between the T e n th  and E leven th , and theti it Was refolved to at-

tack the Enem y, the next M orning. M outh. °
“  In the mean T im e, th<? Enem y "had pofted their L e /i  W ing towards 
Blaugies, having before them  the Woods o f Blaugies and Sart j their 
Centre was before Erquennes and Jainieres, and their Right Wing had, in 
F lank , the W ood of Ja n fa rt. T h e  open Ground, between the two 
W oods, was about three Thoufand Paces broad: A n Intrenchment was 
thrown^jip acrofs i t ; and before that Intrenchm ent was a Village covered 

' “  f t r o n g l ^ y  Hedges and D itches: And the W oods, on both Wings were
_ felled and intrenched, and Cannons were ported iu the AvenUes.

“  T h e  Enem y having made this Difpofitionj our whole A rm y, w hich 
** faced them , at a fmall Diftance, moved towards them  the E leventh , In 

the M orning early. . T he Signal was given, by firing fifty Cannon, for 
attacking the Enemy at once, on all Sides: T h a t is to ^ y .  General Schuy- 

“  kmb$rgh, r,'''.r|3 the Troops from Tonrnay, was drawn up to the  R ight o i  
** th e  Wood o ^ i a r t ; the Infantry o f the Prince o f Savoy's A rm y, along the  

great Road, which paffes through that W ood ; and General Loftum, with 
part o f  the Foot of  ̂the Right W ing, to the L e /t  o f the  fame W ood; T he 
R eft o f th e  Infantry o f that W ing, confifting chiefly o f Hviovcrians, had» 
in F ront, the l»,ines, in the O pening between the V illage, and the faid 
W ood. T \ e  Infantry o f  the States, commanded by the Prince of N'.jfau,

“  iome

D u k e  o i M A R L B O R O U G H y  &c.  44-̂

4€

€(



fome Battalions cxccpted, who attack’d the W ood J 0.0^41 s, had, in
Front, the Lines between the V illage and that Vi’oixJ. i  he H orie of 

“  the wliole were poftetl behind the Foot, to fapport and feco^id them , - 
where the Ground would perm it.
“  A t  the Signal, all moved together, and began the A tt^fks with incrc- 

“  dible B ravery; and w ith fiach Succefs, at the W ood of i 'j ;  r, ih a t ,  after 
“  an H our’s Refiftance, the Enem y, at all the three A ttacks, were 
“  driven out o f the W ood, and out o f their Intr«nchments. On the Le/ty 
"  between the Village and the  Wood o f JanJart-^ the.F igh t lafted lo i^« r 

and our Men there, having three Intrenchments before them , forc^J 
“  two firft, bu t were repulfed at the A ttack of the third, :>y tne great 
“  F ire  o f the Enem y. However, they rally’d again ; and the Right W ing  

having, in the  mean W hile , m*ade themfelves M akers o f  the  W ood o f 
“  Sa rt, and coming to flank the Intrenchments between the two W oods, 

th e  E nem y quitted thofe Intrenchments. This gave the H orfe O ppcr- 
“  tunity to break into the faid Intrenchmcrtts; and thoygh the firft Squa- 
“  drons, which enter’d, were repulfed, yet all the C avalry broke through , 
“  at laft, and advancing into the Plain, there charged the Enem y’s H o rfe ;
“  w hereupon, the whole Arm y fell into D ifo rder: In the mean T im e, our 
“  Lc/p W ing had made themfelves M atters o f the Intrenchinents in fh e  
“  W ood o f Ja n fa r t,  ^̂1^ich was facilitated by fome of our Squadrons falling 

upon the "Enemy's Flank there.
“  T h e  Enem y’s T roops being thus brought into D iforder, their Infan- 
try were entirely put to the R out on all S ides; leaving behind them  

“  their Cannon, and w hat elfe they had there, and made off to the PJaii|
”  o f Bavay. During the. whole A ftion, the Prince of Savoy, who wa^
** flightly wounded in the H ead, in the Beginning o f the F ight, with , 
“  Duke of Marlborough, and Count Tilly, were continually at the H ead o f 
“  their Troops, and in the hotteft o f  the F ire , leading the M en on, as faft 
”  as they came off. T h e  Field-D eputies, alfo, animatcxl tlie T roops all the 
** W hile, h r  their Prefcncc, and Monfieur Gojlinga had a Horfe Ihot under 
** him. A ll the Generals, Officers, and Soldiers, fliewed as great Refolu- 
*< tion,. Dan’jig, and Firmnefs, in this bloody Battle, as evej* was iTcen, or 

can be expefted from valiant M en. T h e  F ig lu  was very obilinate, from  
“  hAlf an H our paft Eight iji the M orning, till h a lf  an H our paft T w o w  
“  the A fternoon; and the Enemy were ported to fuch vaft A dvantage,
“  that when the Battle was over, it ftruck us w ith Am azem ent, to think 
*' how we could furmount fuch Difficulties. G reat Num bers fell on both 
“  Sides; but it is im poniblc as yet, to have any exadt Account o f the K ill’d 
“  and W ounded, Cŝ c. In the mean W hiJej i t  is certain, aJl the Enem y’s In- 
“  fantry are ruined. H ow  many Prifoners, Cannon, Colours, 5tanda,rds,
“  Kettle*Dfijmsj arc taken, was not known when I came aw ay ; but the 
“  N um ber m uft n^iceffarily be great, and the Particulars will be fent by 

the fucceeding P o fts : T hus m uch, however, is certain^ that this Vi£Vory 
is as glorious, as any that has been obtained this W ar, and fufEcienC 

“  Thanks can aever be returned the A lm ig h t v  for the fam e.”

W e  fliall now give our Readers a fecond L e tte r from the^Fi^fd-Deputies 
t o  the Statci-Gentral, which contains yet other Particulars, that ought not 
xo be paflcd over in Silence.

H i g h  and M j i g h t v  L o r d s ,

A feconJ “ W e  have as yet had only the H onour to congratulate yotir High 
Mightincjjh, on the moft Glorious V iftory obtained over the Enem y, by 

Pciijtlc; to Troops of the States, and thofe o f the High jilUes, w ithout being
the Statts- “  able to give any Particulars o f that im portant A ftion. T h e  Enem y wer-e <
Coierul. <* forced to retire, with as much Precipitation, as Conftcrnation, behind

'* » where, according to our Advices, they arc now a£lually af-
“  f.Mjibling their A rm y. Our Cavalry purfu’d them  as far as Bavay, w h e re t j^

b ‘ , “  a n f ld ;
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and in the Places adjacent, they made all their wounded M en PnToners 
“  o f W ar } befides thofe who were found in the F ie ld  o f B a tt le ; o f  whom 
“  Lifts lhall be m ade, which we will do ourfelves the H onour to tranfm it 
«* to your High Mightine^es. T h e  greateft Part o f  the T roops o f the French 
** King’s Houlhold w ere deftroy’d ; and Wfe have taken a good N um ber o f  
»• Colours and Standards j amongft others, the firft Standard, called la Cor"
"  nette Blanche, w ith fifteen Pieces o f Cannon, o r more. T h e  M arlhal de 

V illan  is dangeroufly wounded in the Knee, or T h ig h , by a M usket- 
Shot. T h e  N um ber o f the Enem y that are flaiit, wounded, or taken Pri- 
foners, cannot be yet know n; neither can we yet give an A ccount o f the

* Lofe o f the T roops o f the State  ̂ your High Mightineffes m uft needs be 
**, fenhble, th a t the Enem y could not be forced from three Intrenchm ents,
** one w ithin another, and w ell provided w ith Cannon, w ithout confiderable 

L o fs : H ow ever, the G lory  and H onour the Troops o f your High M i^h-  
** tincffes have gained in this B attle, w ith an incomparable Valour, which 

the Prince o f Savoy, and the D uke o f  Marlborough own, they cannot 
fufiiciently praife, will render the Nam e o f  yonx High MightineJJcs Forces 
im m ortal. I t  has not been poflible hitherto, to make out any L ift o f  the 

“  Officers, and Soldiers, k illed  or wounded, becaufe feveiial o f  the la tter 
** die every D ay. In the mean W hile , we befeech your High Mightincjfes 
^  to  give us Leave to reprefent to you , with the greateft R efpeft, how ne- 

ceffary it w ill be, for retrieving the Lofs we have fuftained, th a t your 
High Mighnejfes ftiould earneftly recommend to the States o f  the relpec- 
tive Provinces, to have aH poUible Regard, in  the  filling up the Vacan- 

"  cies o f  the Head Officers, and Subalterns, th a t have been Idlled, to  the
• provifional Nom ination, to  be made by the Generals, and the refpeiSive 

Colonels. W e are perfuaded, that we need not reprefent to  your 
r  MightineJJes thfe Confequences thereof, it being, in our Opinion, the only  
** Means for preferving G lory and Em ulation among;ft fuch valiant T ro o p s :

W e fubjoin here the Difpofition we have made, in Concert w ith the G e- 
nerals, on its receiving the  A pj5robation o f yAur High A'JightincJfeSy for ex- 
changing the  greateft P art o f  the Regim ents that were in the B attle, for 

“  thofe th a t are, at prefent, in  their refpedive Garrifons. To-m orrow  be- 
ing appointed for a Thankfeiving-D ay, on which the ufual Salvo’s are 

“  to be made, we flatter ourlelves, that your High Mightinejfes w ill not 
take it ill, ^ o u ld  we caufe the faid Solemnity to  be obferved in Tournay,

** that Day Seven-night. W e remain, (sfc?^
‘ , Signed,
From the Camp before M ons, J ,  V. Randwyck.

Septem ber 14, i 7®9* Hooji.
S . V. Gojlinga.
P . y .  Vcgelin Van Klaerhergen,

G e n e r a l  Count TV/^, likew lfe, w rote two Letters, one o f the E leventh , 
to-sheir High MightineJjest and the other, o f the Sixteenth, to M r. Secretary 
Fagel, which gave a particular Account o f this Glorious A ftio n ; but to  
avoid R epetition, we m all m ention only two or th ree Circumftances, w hich 
are  om itted in  the former Letters.

^  H e  fays, I . ** T h a t not loftg before the Battle, the Marflial de Fillars Extrafls of
received his laft Reinforcements, v iz .  the  Body under Monfieur d '^ r ta g -  tw’o Letters, 
nan, which had encamped between 'Bethune and la Bajp£, joined by all 
the Infantry that could be drawn out o f  the Garrifons o f Tpres, M irct sLtel-GtZ- 
and o ther Places on that Side; fo that he  was greatly  fuperior to  the ral, and Se-  ̂

** Allies, both in Battalions and Squadrons: cnuryFagtl'
2. "  T h a t  the F ire was, indeed, very violent every wjiere i but more 

 ̂  ̂ efpecially a t the  A ttack  o f the  Infantry o f th e  States, w ho fufFered con-
'  “  fiderably, by Reafon o f the treble Intrenchm ents which w ere on th a t

Side ; fo th a t it was impoflible to  carry them , notw ithftanding the good 
Conduft and Bravery o f the Prince o f  NaJJau, and th e  R elo lu tion  o f

p jP ' 7 G , <• th«
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*e

th e  Officers and Soldiers, who may all be faid to have diftinguifted them - 
** felves; the  laft Battalions, who fupported, advancing w ith  the fame 

Courage, as thofe who had fuffered firft. T h e  Infantry o f the  Right 
W ing, cotitinues he, m ade, alfo, a ll imaginable Efforts, and foon polTeis’d 
themfelves o f fome Pofts; but w ere-flopp’d by o ther Intreuchmcnts, whore 
the  F ire  continued very ho t, till  about Tw o in the A fternoon, when the 
F ire  o f our Infantry began to  be fuperior, ^ c .
3. T h e  Enem y, fays he farther^ in his Letter o f  the Sixteenth^ con- 
tinued th e ir R etreat,; on6 o f their Brigades o f F oot retired  towards 
Cofide; and three others arrived, the  next D ay, before Falenfienncsp a t 

“  the  T im e w hen the Gates are ufually opened. T h e  Day before, the  
“  Prince o f  Liege caufed Te Deum  to be fung in Falenciennest b e lie tifi^  ij^e 
“  Enemy ]|iad gained the y i f t o r y ,  but was foon undeceived. G reat Part 
** o f  the  Infantry of" their R ight W ing retired towards Mauheuge; but the 

Grofs o f th e ir  H orfe and F oo t, who were in the main Body o f th e  
** A rm y , having pafs’d the Defiles o f Amfroidpre, halted between W at ni/>s 
“  and C m ines, and the fame N ig h t pafs’d the R ivulet o f R em lk t  encamping 

th e ir R igh t a t ^ e fn o y ,  and extending their L e ft  towards Faknciennes, 
along ^ i r ip j in ,  and Simeon; and they  ftill remain in the fame P o to . 
T h eM arftia l de ViUars finding him felf very ill o f the W ound he received 
in hiS K nee, the yizs:ihaX de Boufflers, who was w ith their A rm y in the 
B attle, has- taken upon him  the Command thereof.

■ !3 < , ,

W e  fliould now prococd to give our Readers a L etter or tw o, written on 
the o ther Side of the Queftion j but fhall beg Leave firft to m ention an In­
cident rclatiftg to  th i s ^ a t t l e ,  w hich w ill not only give L igh t to one C ir- ,j 
cumftance pliereof, but afford us an O pportunity  o f doing Juftice to aa 
G entlem aa o f g reat W o rth , vix . L ieutenant-G eneral Runtzauy afterwards 
C o u n t Rantzau.
[ A  R eport was fpread in  the A rm y , and accordingly fpread from thence to ^he 
Haguet ** T h a t this Generak Officer had refufed to m arch with the Battalions 
“  o i  Hanover,, to the Affiftance o f  the Troops o f  the States, though his 
"  Highnefs the Prince o f A^ajfau-Friezlandhad fent him his O rder fo to d o ;  

and that this Reifuial was the only Caufe o f the g reat Lofs fuitained by the  
D utch  Infantry.” T his com ing to th e  L ieutenant-G eneral’s Ears, he 

w rote the following L e tte r to the Baron de Bulau, G eneral in  Chief o f  the 
Bleflor  o f  Hanover's Forces \n Flanders, to  clear him felf from that bafe and 
difhonourable Afperfion.  ̂ ,

** I C A N NO T, fays he  ̂ a fter having premifed th^ Report, forbear to  expofe 
to all the W orld  th e  Falfity  o f that C alum ny ; and, in order thereun to ,

** (hall give an exaft Account o f every T h ing  that happened a t m y Poft, 
from the  Beginning o f the Battle to  the End thereof, and of m y Conduft 

«  therein , w ith  the four Battalions o f Hanover, H is H ighnefs, the Prince 
of Naffau-Friezlandy m ay rem em ber, th a t in the M orn ing , a little  be- 
fore the  Battle begun, when I had the  Honour to m eet h im , he asked 

** m e, w hat were m y Orders ? A nd that I anfwer’d, I had receivjed none, bu t 
expe£ted tha t he mould order m e, w hether I fliould regu late  m y fe lf ac- 

** cording to my R igh t, or m y L e ft.  T hereupon, his H ighnefs to ld  me^ 
th a t, in a ll Appearance, it was to the Right, and that I /h o u ld  do w ell
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to regulate m yfelf accordingly. T h a t very Inftaot, the  M ajor o f che 
Brigade brought me the Difpofition o f the A ttack on the Right. N iA  

“  long  after, obferving th a t the Troops o f the States attack’d, a fecond 
T im e, the Enem y’s Intrenchm ents, and that they m et w ith very great 
Difficulties, I fent the Battalions o f Gauvain, zuATtcklenburgh, to their A ^

“  fiflance, without being required fo  to doy by any Body, w ith which the  
“  Forces o f the States penetrated into the Inti-cncnments, and forced them  
“  to quit it. T here it was th a t thofe tw o Battalions had all their Officers 

either k ill’d or wounded, excepting one Enfign in Guuvain's Batta* * 
“  lion, and Captain Limburg, w ith a Captain-Lieutenant, in  that of Teck—
** knburgh. . •



“  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th o fe T ro e p s  had forced the Intrenchments, the 
** Enem y continued to make a great F'ire from their L ine, which was before 
** m e j upon w hich, I caufed the other two l^attalions, that w'ere with me,
** to m ake a M otion on the R igh t, to endeavour, i f  poflible, to diflodge 
** th e  Enemy from  that Poll. A t that Inftant, M onfieur Gojlinga came fuli 
** G allop to m e, and asked whether I would not advance? W hereupon, I 
** anfwcred, tha t he m ight fee I was advancing, and defired him  to order 

the  PruJJians, on m y R igh t, to make the fame M otion, and m arch for- 
wardsj as I was doing, becaufe I was not able to m aintain m y G round, 
w ith  only two Battalions. Monfieur Gojlinga ftopt a M om ent, and went 
away w ith  Precipitation, becaufe the Enem y had forced our L c /t to aban- 
d o n tn e  Intrenchm ents. I m aintained, however, the Poft 1 had gained in 

** advancing, notwithftandi-ng the  great F ire  the Enem y made upon me, 
from a H ollow  Way^ by  which the R egim ent o f du Brcutl had above 

** forty M en k ill’cT in the  nrft Difcharge. In the mean T im e, Prince Eugene 
fent me 0 :iders tw ice, by  his ^ i d  de Camp., to return to my former Poft,

"  w hich I did ax:cordingly. Soon after, th a t Prince, and the  D uke o f M arl- 
borough, A by m y Poft, towards L e /t \  and M onfieur de Vinck, a. 
a L ieutenant-G eneral, brought me Orders from them , not to  quit the 
Poft where we were, till m y Lord D uke him felf ftiould order us tJi 

“  m arch. W e  continued there, accordingly, till a ll the H orfe and Foot o f 
the R ight advanced ; and then we did the fam e, puftiing on th e  Enem y,

<* and drove them  from the  Hollov/ W ay , where they  f till made a Stan^, 
t i l l  a t laft the  Battle ended. ‘ ‘

T h e  Lofs of the four Battalions, I had w ith m e, w ill appear, by ex- 
am ining the L if ts ; which w ill fliew, that they have fuftered very near 

f  as much as the other Battalions, which were commanded for the  Attack.
And fince they ba\ei w ritten from t h e . t h a t  the Prince o f Fricz- 
land fent to  m e, to defire fome. Supplies, to  fap p o rt the Troops o f the 
States, I declare it is a notorious Falfity . T h a t IPrince m ay have given 
fuch Orders to fomeIx)dy, but I will m aintain it, th a t no one ever men- 
tioiied a W ord  o f it to  me. W herefore, I only defire th ey  would te ll  

** me the N am e o f  the  Perfon, who was appointed to  bring m e th a t O rder, 
and lee w hether he w ill dare to  lay he delivered 5t to m e. T h e  W ant o f  

** thi^Circum ftance w ill ftiew the Injuftice arid W-rpng they  have done m e,
** in publifhing fuch Calumnies at the Hague, B y this Means, I  fhall dif-* 

cover the A uthor of thofe Impoftures, and look: upon him  as the v ileft, 
and moft diftioneft o f a ll M en, for having endeavoured, by a falfe R e- 
port, to blacken both my R eputation, and th a t o f  thofe Battalions.
** I HAVE Reafon to flatter m y ftlf  with the H opes, that your Excellency, 
who commands in Chief the  T roops o f his EleSioral w ill not

“  fufFer them  to  be unjuftly rwn d o w n ; but that,, on the Contrary, you w ill 
*' give a full Account of this Affair to  m y Lord D uke, and defire him to  
** order i t  to be examined into ; that all the Generals may judge, w hether 
“  the leaft F au lt can be laid , either upon thofe T roops, or m yfelf, on this 
"*^Occafion.”

I  amy &c.

T h i s  Letter^^ which M onfieur de Bothmary his E k ^ o ra l  H ighnefs’s Envoy 
E xtraord inary  a t the Hague, communicated to the M inifters o f  theC ongrefs,
■».ogether w ith the Declaration, which the Prince of Najfau-Friezland, and 
o ther Generals, made thereupon, convinced the  W orld of the M alice o f 
thofe, who were the Raifers o f that falfc R eport.

W e  fliall nov/ give our Readers fome Letters, written by the French Of­
ficers, on Occ^fion o f this memorable Battle ; and fhall begin w ith  two from  ,
the M arfhal de Bouffiers to hi^ Mofi Cbrijiian M ajefty ; one w ritten  on th e  
D ay o f t]i<; Battle, and the other two Days after that. T h e  prodigious Va-

* n ity , and F la tte ry , which runs through the w hole, w ill m ake theie  Pieces 
p re tty  fingular to an Engli(h Reader, though it is nothing but w hat is very 
natural to  a Frrnchman-y how ever, notwithftanding the T ru th  is fo prodi-

• gioufly
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gioufly difguifed in thefe L etters, any one m ay plainly fee the Advantage 
the Confederate A rm y had over that o f  the E n e m y ; ana the greater the R e- 
liftance on that Side was, which the M arflial extols above the Skies, the 
greater was the G lory o f the Allies, in furmounting fuch vaft Difficulties, 
and obtaining a com pleat V ifto ry , in  fpite o f fo much Conduft and Bravery: 
A s to w hat he pretends,^ o f  the great Superiority which the Confederate 
T roops had in N um ber, i t  is notorioufly falfe.

I.

S i r ,  From the Camp at Quefnoy, Septemb. 11, 1709.
A Letter T h e  M arflial de Villars has received To-day a confiderabl^vV'^ound,
M Chirurgeons fay there  is no Danger. I t  is a great Alfli£tion to

th a t l a m  unfortunately obliged to fend you the News o f the 
the French Lofs o f  another B a ttk  i but I can a(Ture your M a je l^ , never was M n /o r-  
King. ** tune attended w ith  more Glory. A ll your M ajefty’s T roops have acquired 

** th e  greateft Reputation, both for their Bravery, Refolution, and O blti- 
n a c y ; not yielding a t laft, bu t to the E nem y’s Superiority, Courage,

"  not in Number) and having a ll done perfect W onders. A ll the M arflial 
de Fillars^s Difpofitions were entirely  good, and the beft th a t could be 

"  made by the moft accomplifh’d and experienc’d G eneral. H e behaved 
“  him felf, in the A ftion, w ith a ll im aginable Bravery and V ig o u r ; and 
“  befides his good Exam ple, gave all poflTible good O rd e rs ; but his Cou- 
“  rage, and N egleft o f himfelf, occafioned his W ound, which proved very 

prejudicial to the Affair o f  this unfortunate Day.
“  H e  did me the Honour to  in trull me w ith the  R ight, and him felf took;, - 
Care o f the Left. W e repulfed the Enem y above three or fourTim e^ j  

‘‘ at both A ttacks, w ith  incredible Bravery, on the Pgrt o f  the T ro o p s ; biJfc ĵ 
** the  Centre being fom ew hat expofedj we were forced to carry M en to 
“  the L e ft,  where they were very much w an ted ; and the Enemy march’d 
“  fo many H orfe and Foot againft the Centre, w here there were none bu t 

Horfe to oppofe them , th a t we were obliged to  yield to their infinitely 
** fuperior N um ber, and their prodigious E ffo r ts ; not till  after having charged 

them , how ever, at leaft, fix T im es, w ith  th e  braveft H orfe, and w ith  
** the greateft Vigour, pufli’d, and broke two or three o f  the E hem y’s 
** L in es; who had been entirely beaten, had it not been for the  In fan try ; 

by the H elp  w hereof they rallied, and fo returned upon our new-railed 
Cavalry. I can aflure your M ajefty, that the  Enem y’s Lofs is three 
Tim es g reater than o u rs ; and th a t they can reap no otner Advantage by  
this unfortunate AB ion, than gaining -the Field o f  Battle. A nd, I th ink ,

** I may alfo aflure your M ajeft)', that this ill Succefs w ill nor coft you an 
•* Inch o f Ground ; but that, on the Contrary, whenever your M ajefty (hall 
** think fit to  make Peace, the Enem y will have fome K efpeft for your 
“  T roops, and perhaps be more tra ftab le , as elate as they are w ith A dvan- 

tages, owing to their good F o rtu n e / w hich may hereafter change Sides.
“  I cannot now give your M ajefty any Particulars o f  the A ftion , but w iii 

endeavour to fend them  T o-m orrow j or next Day. I can onlv aflture 
your M ajefty, that all the General Officers did their D uty  perfeftly  w ell,

** and with th e  greateft Bravery and A b ility ; but M onneur d ’’Artagnan, 
who commanded the R ight or the  Foot, diftinguifli’d him felf in a parti- 

** cular M anner, both by his V alour, and his good Orders. H e  had th r ^ ? ^  
Horfes killed under him , and received four Cuts upon his Cuirafs. T h e  
Duke de Guiche, who was alfo on the R igh t, a little  forwarder than M on- 

“  lieur d'Artagnan, behaved himfelf, likewife, w ith  a ll polTible Bravery 
“  and Experience, and received a M usket-fliot in his Leg.* T h e  M arquis 
“  d'Hautefort, and Monfieur de la FrazillierCy who were alfo on the  R igh t, 

and in Monficur d 'A rtagnan \ R ear, exerted the fameValour and C apacity . 
Monficur de Gajfion, who commanded the Right W ing  o f the  Horfe, did* 
W onders at the Head o f your M ajefty’s Houfliold ; and flliew’d, on this 
Occafion, both his Courage and A bility  j having pulh’d and defeated, more 

d ,  “
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than once, two or three o f the Enem y’s Lines, Sword in Hand. T hd  
“  Gens cVArmes^ L ight-H orfe, Musketeers, and Horlc-Grenadiers, did alia 

Wonders. '1 he Prince tic Rohan, and Monfieur lie VidamCi did al! chac 
“  could be expefted^fconm Perfons of the greatcft Valour* T h e  M arquis dt 

la Valicre was e v e ij where, and charged with all pollible Bravery, at all 
the  different Onfets. T he Cavalry behaved rhemfelves very well, and 
all the Troops, as well as the Infantry, ftood with an incredible Braver)-,

“  one o f the briskelt Cannonades that ever w ag: All the Fooi; did Wonders*
“  and fignalized themfelves highly.

T h e  Chevalier de S t, George behaved him felf, during the w hole Ac-*
' " tion- w ith all poffible Bravery, and Fire. I fay nothitig o f your M ajefty’s 

'* Le/ty  becaufe 1 was not th e r e ; but I am certain, that all the General 
“  Officers, and all the Troops, animated by the M arlhal de Fillars's Prcfence,
“  and Exam ple, behaved themfelves w ith  all poffible Courage.

“  I H O PE the  whole Army will be re-affembled To-m orrow, behind the 
”  R ivulet o f  Reuellc, between ^e fn o y  and l^alenciennes ■, and 1 believe I may 
“  te ll your M ajerty, that it w ill be very confiderable, and in a Condition 
“  to difpute the Ground with the Enemy. N ever was a R etreat, after 
“  fo long, bloody, and obftinate a Fighr, made with m ore Order, and 

. Boldneft;.
“  I DO not believe the Enemy took tw enty M en frorri us; fo th,lt dll the 

f “  Prifoqers they have, were made fo in the Aftion ; N either do 1 believe 
“  we have loft any Standards, or Colours, or at Icaft but very few ; and I 
** am told, we have fome o f the Enemy’s. T hey  followed us in Battalia, 

and in very good Order, as far as the Defile o f  G ivti •, but with Refpe£t, 
not daring to attack us. (J^ery probable indeed!) T h e  Diforder I am in, 
th ro’ Fatigue, W earinefs, and Pain, and the Orders I muft give out fpr 
the Army, and the Country, not perm itting me to  write to your Majelty 

“  a longer A ccount o f this unfortunate, but Glorious A d io n , I will endea-*
“  vour to make up the Defeft I'o-^morrow.

I HAVE forgotten, perhaps, to  fpecify to your M ajefty fome other 
M en, and T roops, who have diftinguilhed themfelves as much as thofe 
alreac^ mentioned j but (hall endeavour to make it up  To-m orrow , o r 

** next D a y ; for they deferve your M ajefty’s Efteem , as m uch as th^ 
others.
“  M o n s i e u r  de S t. Helaire p lay’d the A rtille ry  perfeftly well, and be- 
hav'ed him felf with all poffible Courage, and Vigour, during the whole 
A ftion, which b e g ^  at Seven in the M orning, and did not end till T w o 
in the Afternoon. Some Prifoners faid, that Prince Eugene received a 
confiderable W ound, but this is not certain. I fend herewith the  Names 

** o f  the principal General Officers, who, as I am to ld , are k illed  or 
wounded ; but I believe there are feveral others, o f  whom we are not 
y e t informed.

I H EA R TILY  wifh your M ajefty may be-fatisfy’d w ith my Z ea l, and 
‘*-^ood Intention^' i I did all that polFibly I could, to produce more H apfy  
** Effects.

I  xJtn̂
S i r ,  ^c.

'  T h e  M arflial de Bouffiers.

P . S. O f f i c e r s  k i l l e d . Meflieurs de Cbemerault, 'Talavicini, de Beuil, 
de Cray, and Staremberg*
"  W o u n d e d .  T h e  Marftial de Villars, fliot in the Knee ; th e  Duke dt 

** Quiche, in the L e g ; Monfieur j4lbergotti, in th e  T h ig h ; M onfieur de 
*' Courci/lon's T h igh  cut off. . Meflieurs d'uingeties, de S t. A ignan, de Zele,
“  and de Gondrin.'*

T h i s  L ift o f  Officers kill’d and wounded, is but a very fm all P art o f th a t 
^ ■ ^ h ic h  was printed a t the Hague^ by Paul Scheltus, Printe? in Ordinary to

* 7 H  the
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the  States, which contains fcvcrai Hundreds, with cheir Names and Pofta, 
too tedious to he inferred here.

T w o  Days after, the Marflial dc BouJJkrs wrote this fecond Letter to hifi 
AJr^ Chnjitan  M ajelty. ^

S . H,  " •
A ftconJ Y o u r  M ajefty may have feen, by my Letter o f the E leventh  Inftanf,
tiiê MVrftid ylcHon, which happen’d that D ay ; and w ith
deBoufficrs ‘‘ how much Glory for your M ajefty’s Troops^ ^nd J t  ms, th-At M is/ortune
to th^French'■* was attended. 1 may, in T ru th , a i f u r e  )o u . Sir, that the G lw y  o f that
I îng. «< Day is beyond whatever I have faid, or can fay to y o u rM aje ftv ; but

you will learn it, even from the Accounts of the Enem y them felves, who 
“  can never fufficiently extol, and cry up, the Intrepidity , Valour, Courage,
** and Obftinacy o f your M ajefty’s Troops, w hereof ti%y have feverely
“  felt theEfFett.s. Inltead of owning they have been well beaten, they only

acknowledge they have bought the Field of Battle too dear, which the  
“  infinitely luperiour N um ber o f their Troops^ forced us to yield to them .
“  In fhort, the continued Setics o f  Misfortunes, which has for fome Years

attended you M ajefty’s Arms, had fo much humbled the Frcnch N a tim ,  
that a Man was, in a manner, ajhamed to own him fclf a Frenchuiui*: B '\ iJ  
dare affure your M ajefty, that the Ftench N am e was never m ore Tn 

“  Efteem , not perhaps more dreaded, perhaps is feafonabk enough') th; :i 
it is at prefent, through all the Confederate A rm y. Prince Eugene, and 

“  the Duke of Marlborough own, that, on both Sides, there are above
twenty-five or twenty-fix Thoufand Men k ill’d ; at leaft, eighteen or 

“  tw enty Thoufand were o f theirs ; as is unanimoufly confirmed to me, notjj- 
only by all thofe Officers who were made Prifoner§, and, afterwards fent^* 
back, with greatCourtefy, but by feveral Exprelles I have difpatch’d to their 
A rm y ; and even by M r. Sheldon, a Brigadier, who w as takeii Prifoner 
near BolJu, doing his Duty w ith Courage, at the Head o f four H undred 
H orfe, and who was in their A rm y during the A ftion Prince Eugene, 
and the Duke o f  Marlboroughy carried him w ith them a l l  over the F ield  

** of Battle. H e tells us, it was dreadful to fee fuch a vaft N unjber o f 
dead Bodies, (which, he fays, amounted to fifteen or fixteen Thoufand)

“  though many o f them had already been buried. T h ey  fpeak w ith Ad*
"  miration o f the Beauty o f our R etreat, o f  its good Diipofition, and the 

Boldnefs with which it was made. T h ey  fay, that in this A£tion they   ̂
difcovered the  Traces o f the  antient French, and find they only want to* 
be well led on. excellent Compliment upon himfelfy who was their

“  Leader on that Occajton /) T h e  Enem y had a H undred and fixty-two 
** Battalions, and three H undred Squadrons, with a H undred and tw enty 

Pieces o f C annon; fo that they were fuperiour to us by forty Cannon,
“  and forty-two Battalions. T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, and the other Gc- 
“  neral Officers, told M r. Sheldon, they hoped th ii A tlion  would foon pro- 
“  duce a P ed te ; and he fays, he has heard feveral EngJiJh Officers, talkiji^
“  in their own Language, highly commend the Courage that appeared on 

our Side, on this Occafion; infom uch, that they laid, fince the French 
“  have recovered their Bravery, we will now be Friends again. M r. Shel- 

don, who w ill forthw ith repair to Ferfailles, may have the, H onour to ac- 
** guaint your M ajesty with divers o ther Particulars, both of w hat he has 

feen, and o f what he has been to ld  by the Duke o f Marlborough, who is" ' 
** his great Friend.

T h e  faid Duke offered M r. Sheldon whatever M oney he fhould defire,
*' to aflift our wounded P rifoners; bu t he would ac'cept only o f  fifty Pi- 
** ftoles, which he dillributed as Occafion required. Prince declares,
** that o f a ll the A ftions he has feen, never any one was fo fharp, fo 

bloody, nor fo obllinate as this. Above all Things, they  beftow infinite 
•Praifes on the Charges made by your M ajefty’s Houjliold Troops j w hich, 
indeed, are beyond human N ature, and above :tJl ExprelTion.

T hh-^
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T h e  Enem y’s A rm y m arched Yefterday, in the Afternoon, towards 
MonSf which they are going to befiege. 1 hey reckon this E nterprize 
will em ploy them  till the latter End of this M o n th ; and that they lhali 

“  not undertake any I 'h in g  more, after this Conqueft j both by Reafon of 
the advanced Seafon, and becaufe all their Infantry were defeated, and 
cut off in this Battle. {How came they then to conquer?)
“  I C O U L D  not g e t the  Account o f the Number o f  the Kill''d and fVounded on 

** our S id e ; I only know that it is very conjiderahk ; which it  is very diffi- 
** cu lt to avoid, in fuch terrible, long, and obftinate Aftions. I t  coll: us a 
** great d e a l ; and we cannot help  lamenting, w ith Concern, the Lofs o f  fo 

‘ many M en o f  M e r i t ; but it muft be reckoned as a great V iftory, that 
“  we have retrieved, and rc-eftabliftied the  H onour o f the w hole Nation.

“  Y o u r  M a je f l^ s  w h o le  A r m y  is r e -a ffe m b led  b e tw e en  ^ e fn o y  and Fa*
** lenciennes, in c^J^cd  in very good Order, on a Line, and very well difpofed 
“  to begin another A nion , if  your Majefty’s Service fliould require it.

then did they not relieve Mons ?) And inftead o f  being diftieartened, I 
can afTure your M ajefty, that they look more daring than before. T he 

** F ront o f the Camp ftretches near three Leagues, and is certainly very 
** capable o f commanding Refpe£i:: As M en, who were thought;dead, come 
** in daily, for which Reafon I could not get an exadt Account o f the K ill’d,
** W ounded, or Prifoners, nor confequently o f  the E r^ lo y m en ts  that are 

^  “  vacant, I cannot have the Honour o f propofing any Thing to your M a- 
jefty , in Favour o f any B ody; nor even of giving you an Account o f the 

“  moft diftinguifh’d A ftions, till I am better acquamted w ith the W hole,
“  which will be as foon as polliblc.
 ̂ ** T h e  Marfhal de Illlars  has p itch’d on the M arquis de Nangis^ to  carry 
*'•' to  your M ajefty the Enem y’s Colours and Standards, which have been 
** gathered up, \n o t taken by Force) and which already amount to a p retty  
** good N um ber. T h e  faid M arquis feemed fomething loth (well he might) 

to accept this CommilTion, by Reafon o f  the M isfortunt we had, to lofe the 
Field o f  B a ttle ; but this Battle, and our R etreat, have fo  m uch the A ir  

"  o f  a Victory, and the Enem y’s prodigious Lofs, looks fo like a Defeat, that 
I have perfuadcd him to gratify M onfieur Fillars^s De/ire. N or is any 

“  Body capable o f giving your Majefty a better Account, than the faid 
“  Monfieur de Nangis. I 'hough  he fought only at the L e ft W ing, as he 
** had an entire Knowledge of the general Difpofition before the  A£lion, 

his great Parts, and m ilitary Genius, make him form true Notions, both 
o f  what he has fean, and o f w hat has been related to him  by  credible 

“  Perfons.
I H A V E  hereto fubjoined an Account o f the Qiiarters, which I am told 

the Enem y are to take before Mons \ as foon as I lhall have certain In- 
telligence o f  their new Pofturc, and Difpofition, I may^ perhaps, advance 

“  fiearer them^ to ftreighfen them in their Subfiftence. I have likewife fub- 
“  joined hereto a Letter, which Monfieur dc Grim<ildi, G overnor o '̂ Alons, 

li'-’sites to the Marfhal de Villars, by which your M ajefty w ill fee he ac- 
quaints him , that the Enem y\ Left W ing, which was engaged w ith our 

"  R igh t, was entirely defeated.’’̂  ( And yet that very R i ^ t  ff^ing run 
aw ay .)

“ I t  is certaiAi, th a t the Enemy fuffered extrem ely in this unfortunate,
** hxit glorious A ftion .”

I t  is hard to  fay, whether thefe L etters contain moft Inftances o f  Vanity ̂  Some Re- 
and Flattery, or o f  Inconjyfencies; we have juft hinted at fome few i bu t o".
they are too palpable to need any Illuftration ; we {hall, therefore, only ask,
I / '  the French Officers and Soldiers performed fuch M'onders, as even Jurpafs ^
human N ature» (as Marfhal de Boufflers is pleafed to  fay ) what mufi the 
Officers and Soldiers the Confederate jfirmy have pcrformvd, who fubdued  
ihefe fupernatural Gentlemen, and drove them fro m  the Field 9/' B attle , their 

f o r t i f y d  Camp, and treble Intrepchmcnts ? Sure they muf^ have been fomething 
-4̂ e  than fupernatural f A nd as for the  pretended Superiority, in N um ber,

o f
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o f the ConfederateTTOO^z^ it is notorioufly falfe in F a f t^  anfJ fuppofing it to 
be T ru th , and that thej^ had been twicc the Num ber, the Advantages o f th t  
Enem y’s Cam p, both with R egard to  the S itu ation , and the K ortificationii o f  it, 
rendered the A ttem pt infinitely hazardous, and the.Glor;^ o f the V idory never 
to be equalled. In th e  M arfhal’s Account, therefore, o f  this A ttion , we m ult 
make fome Allowance for theV ivacity o f a French Genius, and the NeceiFity he 
lay under o f blinding the old K ing his Matter^ and concealing his Lofs. And, 
indeed, he trifles fo ^regiovifly w ith him, that it is !>■! account for
his W ant o f R efpeft for his Sovereign } unlefs, we will fup'^ofe, he believed 
his M o^ Qhrijiian M ajefty in the State of Dotage, and that the moft pal­
pable Falfities would go dow n with him, when covered with jr la v er in g  
Flattery .

T h e  A bfurdity  of thefe Letters was admirably e x j^ x l ,  the egregious 
V anity therein finely ridiculed, and the V\"hole prettily^Pltom ized, by the 
A uthor of the Tatler, as follows.

S i r ,
M onficurrf<r T h i s  is to le t your M ajefty i i n d e r f t a n d ,  th a t, to your immortal Honour^ 
Bovfflers if and the o f Confederates^ your Troops have loll: another

"  Battle. A r T A G N a n  did IVonders^ R o h a n  perform ’d Miracles, Guic^t^E 
Tatter. d id  ff^ondersy G a s s iO N  perform ’d Miracles-^ xhc who\<i A r m y  diji inguifl^'^  ̂

“  ed themfelves, and every Body did H^onders. i\nd  to conclude the
ders o f  the D ay, I can afTure your Majefty, that though you have loji the 1 
Field o f  Battle^ you have not loji an Inch o f  Ground. I 'h e  Enemy 
m arched behind us w ith Refpefl, and we ran away from them , as bold as 
Lions.” <f

45<5 The M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R Y  of He

<(

((

. M o n s i e u r  de Villars wrote to  the K ing his M after ifuch in the fame 
Strain, though in different T e rm s5 and 'they agreed p e rfed lj w ell, in fay­
ing a great many fine Things o f  one an o th e r; but th rough all thefe Enco­
miums m utually  beftowed upon each other, it vifibly appeared, dia* there 
was a M if u n d e r f t a n d i n g  between them  at the Bottom, and that they j u d g e d  
very differently o f th e  M erit o f the A ftion. M onfieur de Bouffers a ttri­
buted great Part o f i t  to himfelf, on account o f his handfome R e tr e a t ; 
w hereby, as he infinuated, he faved the French A rm y from an entire Defeat j 
which leems very probable. Monfieur de Pillars did  not lay loiiiuch Strefs on 
this Circumftance, but gave broad H ints, that if  he had not Been wounded, 
and obliged to qu it the Field, ViBoryt which, according to ‘ declared, 
for a long T im e, in Favour o f the  French, would have coni_iU<^d on that 
Side: T o  confirm this, he adds, “  Y our M ajefty’s T roops are more intre- 
“  pid, and more ready to go upon any Enterprize now, than they  vfcre 

before th e  A£tion. T h e y  defire no better, than to face the Enem y again ; 
and as I hope to be very foon able to get on Horfe-back, if.-»'our M ajefty 
pleafes to give me Orders, I fhall endeavour to convince -

Self-fufficiency, we cannot help th inking , that the Duke o f Berwick i'poke 
m uch m ore reafonably o f the M atter ; when being fent, 'by ;he Court o f  . 
Francet to Flanders^ (upon the M arfhal deVillars's offering to relieve Mans, 
by  another Battle, and Monfieur de Bou^crsH  oppofing fuch a ra(h A tte m p t; 
to  fee which of the two Generals was in the R ig h t ; and having been upon 
th e  Spot w here th e  Battle was fought, and being furprized at the extraordi­
nary Intrenchm ents he found there , he declared,- I'hat fn c e  the French had 
been beaten in that Pojff i t  would be the higheji Prefumption, and RaJljnefs, to 
venture an Engagement in the open Field.

W e  fhall now add two more Letters upon the fame H ead, one o f which 
is particularly rem arkab le; as it was w ritten by an Officer o f D iftinftion in 
th e  French A rm y, and yet makes a candid and ingenuous Confeffion o f the 
fuperiour Courage and Conduct o f the  Confederate Generals, and thcij,^^

Troop? J



T ro o p s ; a T h in g  very unufual in a Fraichman; the other comcs from an 
Officer in the Conjiderate A rm y, and tukes N otice o f  one Circumftancc hot 
m entioned b; any o th e r ; which m ay enable us to account for the R eport 
tha t was fpread, that the Allies lo ll m ore M en than the E nem y: Infomuch, 
that both  thefe Letters taken together, feem to give a better Defcription of 
this famoifs Battle, and to fet M atters in  a truer L ig h t, than any other k.c- 
lations, that ever w ere yet publiflied.

I ^  om the Camp b ctw ru ^^Q in o y , a}idY-.x\cx\c\Qr\ncs, Sept. 17. 1709.
S i r ,

** I t  was the E leventh Inftant, between feven and eight a-Clock in tlip A rcmakaWe 
M orning, t\\cCo}j/'cdcrate A xxnj attack’d ours, with fo much

“  th a t, for a hundred Years paft, there has not been a bloodier A ftion than.ujftinaion 
was fought that Day infomuch, thap it will be memorable to all fucceed- in thcFra-uh 

“  ing Ages.  ̂ . Army.
“  T h e  En^UJh began the Attack by the Wood o f Sart, which we h^id 
fill 'd  w ith  Foot, and fortified  perfetlly •'dpcU w ith Barricades qf ' fe ll 'd  Trees;

** but they met not w ith fuch aRefi.fta;ice as oug^it to have been m adej fincp 
the Ilfue o f the Day depended, in a great M eafure, upon the  Succcfs.gf 
that A ttack. However, few o f thofe who fuftained it eicaped; for the 

“  Enemy were fo  fierce, and Blood-thirfiy, that they  cut in Pieces whatever 
came in their IV a y ; and even dead Bodies, when they qould find ?io î io\\e 

“  living, on which to vent their Fury,
T h e  Dutch  were not fo fortunate^ on our ^ ig h t,  becaufe all our Ij,i- 

** fantry  there did If^onders; and were not forced, till after they had 
fended their Intrenchments, for full fi;vc Hours, with a mqfl violent Fij.e.
I t  is pertain, t;he Enemy fi^ 'ered extremely on that Side, .being repiilffd, 
and broken feveral T im es j and there it was, th a t heroick Attioiis were pei- 

** form ed  m  both Sides.
“  N eH H ER the Advantage d i  the  Grpund, x\ox three Intrenchmnts, pue 
w ithin another, were abje to dijhearteu our dreadful Enemies, w hom  we 
Jaw  advancing, all expofedxq omy hotteji Fire, not like Mcn^ .but I)evU^ ; 
nor were Difcharges o f  twenty .Pieces ^Cannon, fired directly, at ^once, î i,to 
their Battalions, .able to break th<?m, altho’ they carried oft whole Ranks.

V a l o u r  fioined on our Side, as much as polTlble; the Generals did 
“  not [pare them felves, but gave a good Exam ple to the Troops, by a 
“  moft txtraordinary Objli^acy, in i\otykldi?ig ihc Vi^iory ; which we fhpughc 

entirely  ours, when a great Body o f the IJnepiy’s C avalry, which \vas 
ag a in ib th e  Cw/frc o f our A rm y, was broken and routed by the  

“  'K \ng 1 Hou/hold Troqps: But the %nQmj  ̂ Generals h^vxif^g p u t tLemfelves 
a t thoir Head, led them on again to the,C harge, w kh  Jo 7imch,Fury, that 
they foon after broke our Centre, at the very fame T ip ie  that our flig h t 

“  began to yield  to the Efforts p f  the Enem y\ L e ft, and ours were t^riyen 
from .♦'h(sir Intrei'chm ents in  the Woods. H ereupon, Plflory declared 

" jJiiieu hf*n- /J, atul wc were forced to yield  to fuch terrible EJforis. JvTeycr 
‘ ,>tk'cre !?i)r Tropps feen better animated to do their D pty , nor Difppijtipus 
' “  better ordered, and contrived, than thofe made by the M,arfh:jls//(,' Boti^crs^

“  and Villars ; but when GoD does notfi^ht f o r  Mc}iy. A \\ is  to no Purpofe.
“  T he  K-ii g  ought to be fatisfied with his Troops on this Occafion. T h e  

“  Enem y, uydoubtedly, loft beft P art o f  their Infantry ; anti purs fuffeiicd 
"  extremely. W e reckon, th a t wc loft, a t leajiy feven Thoufand D ead, on 
“  the Field o f  Battle, ami wc have above ten TJjmJfa7id wounded.

“  W e cannpt yet dive in to  the true Reafon, why the Enem y were not 
m ore eager in purfuing u s ;,b u t it is believed it  muft be the Lpfs o f -  

“  their Infantry. W e certainly made one o f the fini^} Retreats, th a t ^yer 
“  was known in the M emory o f M an before a l  ifforious Arm y  ; but then |  '
"  it is certain, alfo, that the Enemy us a ll the Time requifite for it, and .
“  purfued us only for Form-fake.

“  T his was, how ever, contrary both to  our E xpdfation, and A pprehen- 
** fion ; fniee, as I have faid before, when the Enemy broke us in the Cen rc,

7 I “  between
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** between the  two Woods, our A rm y was d iv ided ; the R ight not being 
able to  join the LeJ'ti becaufe the Enem y formed themfelves im m e- 

** d iately  as far as the Hedges o f  'Taifnicrcsy and it was with Reafon we 
•■f feared, that the L e ft would be furrounded, bccaufe it was broken. It 
** was not above half an H our paft T w o, when the Battle ended, and the 

Enemy had ftill good Part 01 the D ay le f t ; but we made a pretty  good 
U fe o f our T im e, fmce, before the Siin was down, we had pafs’d Bavay, 

** and were confequently out o f  Danger.
“  W e then perceived that our L cjt were not purfued, any riwre than we 

** on the R ight, and th a t the Enem y were entirely fatisfied w fth the Field o f  
** Battle. In the mean W hile , we faw all their H orfe, on the  R ifing 

Grounds o f Taifnicresy in the Form  of a Crefccnt, and we were ftill jg- 
norant o f  their Defign towards Fivea-Clock} but having fent out for 
Intelligence, we had Advice that they halted there. T h is News, indeed, 
gave us a  great D eal o f Joy, fince it, likcwife, afforded us T im e to  
jreathe.

“  T h e  Enem y have taken no other Prifonerj, but th e  W ounded tliat 
could not follow, and thofe who, being fpent, retired to Bavay. W e 

"  reckon twelve H undred Officers wounded, amongfi ivhotn, are many o f  D i-  
** JiiElion, T h e  Marfhal de Villars, who acquired much Glory in this A c- 
** tion, by his extraordinary Bravery, will have much ado to reco v er; but 
“  Guiche, Alhergotti, and feveral others, are fafe.

T h e  Troops o f the King's Houjhold have h fi feveral Standards, and a 
P a ir  o f  K ettle-D rum s ; it is certain, however, that they have performed 
all that could be expefled fro m  them. T h e  E u g e n e s ,  and the M a r l b o - 
ROUGH S, ought to be very well fatisfied with us, during th a t D ay j for 
t i l l  then, they  had not m et w ith a ReJiJlaJice worthy o f  them. T hey  may 
fa^, w ith  Jujiice, th a t nothing can fia n d  before them. A nd, indeed, what 

“  w ill be able to Jlem the rapid Courfe o f  thofe two Heroes, i f  an A rm y o f 
** one Hundred Thoufand Men o f  the beji Troops, pojled between two Woods,
** trebly intrenched, and performing their D uty, as well as any brave Men 
** could, were not able to fiop  them one D ay ? W ill you not own then with 

m e, that they furpafs all the Heroes o f  form er Ages?^*
A  NOBLE Teftim ony from the M outh o f an Enemy /

SiR>  ̂ .
Another re- *» J SEND you, herew ith, a L etter, (meaning the foregoing) which you 
markiblc^ cc communicate to your Friends, who w ill, undoubtedly, be glad to fee 
an Officer*”  Other Letters, and Relations, which have already been p u b - '
in the Con/e- “  lifhed. It w^s W ritten  by a Perfon o f N ote, and M erit, who holds a con- 
Jerate Aimy fideroble Rank in the French Army^ to his Friend, a M an o f  DiJiinSiion, 

fo  that we may depend upon all he fays to our Advantage. As for the  Enemy's 
Lofs, it is, a t leaft, as great as he makes i t ; and thofe who would have 

"  perfuaded you 10 believe, that we loji Abundance o f  Men more than the  
French, are certainly very much miftaken : F or they m ake their Compu- 
tation from the Lifts that have been publilh’d o f the Lof* o f fome R«oj- 

“  m en ts ; and infer from thence, that if  the other Bodies havp fufferedin  
Proportion, our Lofs muft be greater than was faid at firft. But you w ill 

♦* find by the true Liji^ which 1 fend you here inclo£ed, that the  Lofs o f 
the o th e r  T roops is not anfwerable to that o f the Battalions, which

** were in  our L f t \  and e ten  o f thofe^ there were more killed and wounded 
“ in the L ijls, than ever were fo in R ea lity ; the Officers never failing to 

take Advantage o f  fuch an Opportunity, to add to their Number, becaufe 
' '  ** the States allow them  a certain Sum o f Money, for each M an killed and

wounded: W herefore, they  fet down, in their Lifts, all the M en that 
are wanting in each Cooipany, or have deferted, fince the laft Review.

“  This made Prince Eugene lay , very ingenuoufly. I t  was odd enough to fee 
feveral Reeiments, which wanted many Men before the Battle, appear to have 

•* been compTeated. T herefore , Sir, you  m ay deduft a full fourth Part o f the 
“  K illed in feveral Bodies, without Fear o f being miftaken \ and you m ay

“  reft^
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** reft affiired, that m oft o f  the W ounded are hurt but fligh tly . I fend 
“  you, herew ith, the general L ift o f  both, in the whole Infantry o f the 

A rm y ; and as for the Cavalry, they have fuffered fo little , th a t i t  is not 
“  w orth the W hile  to make out a L ift o f them .’’ I rem ain.

S ir ,  ^ c.

V>xj ĵL oi M A R L B O R O U G H ,  See. 459

K i l ! ^ .  JVounded*
C o lo n e ls--------------------------- — ----------- --------- 16 ao
Lieutenant-Colonels — ■ —  — -16 2*j
M ajors-------------------- ---------------------------------------- ^ ^6
C ap ta in s---------------------------------------------------------79 238
Subalterns----------------------------------------------------- 17^ 541
Sergeants, Corporals, and Private M e n ------ 5258 *^944

5550 12806
----------  5550

T o ta l o f both K ill’d and W ounded — —  18356

W e  fhall fum up our Account o f this A ftion , in the W ords o f  Bifliop 
Burnet, who gives the beft Abridgm ent o f it tha t we have feen.

A f t e r  this Siege {viz. th a t o f Tournay) Was over, Mons was Invefted, Blftop ffwr- 
** and the T roops m arch’d thither, as foon as they had levell’d th e ir Tren>
** ches about Tournay ; but the Court o f  France refolved to venture a Bat- 
** tie , rather than to  look on, and fee fo im portant a Place taken from them .
** Bonders was fent from Court, to join w ith Villars in th e  Execution of 
“  this Defign. T h e y  poffefs’d themfelves o f a W ood, and intrenched them - 

felves fo ftrongiy, that in fome Places three Intrenchm ents w ere caft up , 
one w ithin another. T h e  Duke o f Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, faw 

** p lain ly , it was not pollible to carry on the Siege o f  Mons, w hiift the 
Frenfh A rm y lay  fo near i t ; fo it was neceffary to dillodge them . T h e  
A ttem pt was bold, and tly y  faw the Execution would be difficult, and 

“  would coft them  many Men. This was the fliarpeft A£lion during th e  
** whole W ar, and lafted the longeft. T h e  French were pofted fo advantage*
<* oufly, th a t our Men were often repulfed; and indeed, the Enem y main- 

tained their Ground better, and ftiew’d more Courage, than had appeared 
** in the Courfe o f the W ar : Y et, in the Conclufion, they  were S rivea 

from all their Pofts, and the A d io n  ended in a CompJeat l ’~iffory. T h e  
** N um ber o f  the  Slain was alm oft eoual, on both Sides, about twelve 

Thoufand on a Side, took five Hundred Officers Prifoners, befides 
many Cannon, Standards, and Colours. Villars w’as difablpd by fomc 

«  W ounds he received, fo Bouffiers made the R etreat in good Order. T h e  
M ilitary  Mon have always ta lk ’d o f this, as the fliarpeft Aftion in th e  
whole W ar,"n o t w ithout refle£ling on the Generals, for beginning fo 

** defperate an A ttack. T h e  Frc?ich thought it a Sort o f V iSory , th a t 
they  had aninr.ated their M en, to  fight lo well, behind Intrenchm ents,

** and to  repulfe our M en fo often, and w ith  fo great Lofs. T hey  retired 
** to  Falenciennes, and fecured them felves by cafting up ftrong Lines, w hile 
“  they  left our A rm y, to carry on the Siege o f  Mons, w ithout offering to  

give them  the leaft Difturbance.”
T o  this we fliail add ap Obfervation o f  M onfieur Roujfefs wherewith we An Q ^ r-  

ftiall conclude. “  In the Opinion o f the w hole WorldT {fays this Officer 
“  and Author, who was then upon the Spot) our Generals were guilty  o f  R o ^ ^ \  on 

an irreparable Fault, in not’attacking the N in th , but waiting for tw enty- the Battle o f  
fix Battalions, and a few Squadrons; whiift, by giving tKe Enem y T im e Malplacqutt, 

** to intrench themfelves, which was what was infallibly to  be cxpefted, from 
** a General fo accuftoracd to it as the M arflial de FillarSfWe weakened our-

“  felves.



fclves, in  Proportion as the Enem y fortify’d them feJves: Befides giving 
“  him  T im e to penetrate into onr Difpofition, to recal feveral Detachments 
“  which did  not join him  til l  the T e n th , and to render all thofe Places im- 
“  penetrable, through which alone oiar Troops could break in to  the P lain.
“  n the Council o f W ar, which was held the N inth, the Deputies o f the  
“  States-General were o f O pinion, that the  Siege o f  Mo»s ought to be un- 
“  dertaken im m cdiateh't w ithout giving the Enemy Battle ; but t^iat if  they 

fliould advance to  m a c k  us, we ought not to re trea t; and m oft o f  the 
“  Generals were o f the fame Opinion. But Prince Emcncy and the D uke 
*» o f  Marlboroughy were for attackiiig the Enemy, before they began the 
“  Siege; and they brought over the Deputies to oe o f the fame M ind ; b u t 
“  then, both the la tte r and th e  Duke of Marlborough, infifted on the A t- 

tack’s be in g  made im m ediately, not to give the iMarfhal de Villars'VimQ  
to fortify his Camp : However, Prince Eugene, was not to  be dilfuaded, 
from th e  R efolution he had taken, to wait for the Detachm ent from  
Tournay. A  fatal D elay, which occafioned the total D eftruftion o f the 
w hole Body o f the l)u tch  Infantry ; which alone loft near ten Thoufand 

** M en, amongft wlwm were above feven H undred Officers, at the A ttack  
o f  the Intregchments.”

And of M o n s i e u r  du M ont, likewife, fays ; I t was a M isfortune to the ^U ies, 
Monfieurrfw that they did not give Battle the N inth ; for then probably , the V iftory 
M ont. vvould have been m ore com pleat, and have been obtained w ith lefs Blood-lhcd..

T h e  Enem y were then on the other Side the Plain ; there was Room  to 
have come at them  th ro ’ the Openings. T h ey  had not had T im e to intrench 
them felves ; and the Advantages o f  the  Ground would have been alm olt 
equal on botli Sides. But w'hen the Allies were go t to  thefe Openings, they ^  
w ere forced to  make, a H alt, to wait the coming up o f the EngUjk^ who 
'were gone to forage, and did not return till  N ight.

T h e r e  is one Thing particularly rem arkable in this Battle, which is fo , 
uncommon, th a t w’e fhall hardly ever find it parallel’d ; we mean, th a t the 
Conquerors (hould lofe as m any, i f  not m ore M en, than the Conquered, and 
y e t keep the Field o f  Battle^ w ith a ll the  M arks iind T rophies o f the m oft ,

And of Fa- com pleat Vi£lory. F ather Danieh  who is not the m olt im partial o fH ifto - 
uicr D aniel. xxAm, pretends, that tjie Confederates lo ft th irty  T houfand M en, in this 

A ftion , and t h e b u t  tw enty Thoufand 4 and that the-latter retreated 
q u ie tly , and w ithout Interruption to  ^ e fn o y ,  carrying w ith them  thirty-twt> 
Standards and Colours. T his does not agree very  well, with th e  other Cir- 
cumftances o f this A ftion ; but If  it had been true , it would have been ju ft 
the  Cafe o f  the Spaniards, after a B attle loftj by Charles V. i f  we m ay be­
lieve Sandoval, his H iftorian, who has p u t in the  T itle  o f one of his C hap­
ters ; The'Victorious Spaniards fly .

T h e  R etrea t o f  the French, after this m em orable Defeat, having now 
left the Allies a free PalTage to the im portan t C ity  of the  Capital o f

■ H aindult, and la te’y the Rcfidcrice o f the Elefior o i  Bavaria ; the Confede­
rate  Generals refolved not to  end the Campaign w ithout reducing it. A c­
cordingly, M o n f i e u r o n e  o f the Deputies o f  the  S ta ta ,  toggthfic ..  ̂
w ith  Lieutenant-General Cadogan, went on the E ighteenth o f September,
N . S, to  haften th e 'M arch  o f the  A rtille ry , and A m m unition-W aggons, de­
signed for th a t  E nterprize ; and a great N um ber o f  Horfes were fent from  
th e  A rm y, to  aflift in b ring ing  the fame to the  C am p; and the N ineteenth , ^ 
th e  Duke o f  Marlhurnugh removed his Q uarters to  the  Caftle o f  Havre.

T h e  D uke o f  'Mhrlhorough, t!nd Prince Eugene, having taken the necelfary 
/ M eafures, to fecure th e  M arch o f the A rtille ry , named the Prince aiOratigc 

to  have the Dire£lion o f the Siege, (though M oniienr RouJJet, who we are 
pretty  fure is m iftaken, fays it was Prince Eugene) and appointed the G e­
nerals who were to command under h im : H is Highnefs gave an Account o f 
th e  DiXpofuions made therein, and th e  Progrefs thereof, till the T w enty- 
feventh, in the two following Letters to  the States-General, which w ill 
(hew M ontieur Roujfet'^s egregious M iftake.

H i g h
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H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o R D S i

I R E C E i-V iiD , with due Refpefl:, your High M ightinejJes'Lttler, o f the Letter from 
Sixteenth Inftant, wherein you exprel’s your A pprobation o f  m y  Conduft, tiie Prince 

“  in th e  Battle o i  ^aiftiieres, or M alplacquet, and as this Declaration 
very acceptable to m e, fo it ft\alJ animate me, for the future, not to re- 

“  gard  any Fains or T rouble , but ever to facrifice m y Life, in the Service 
o f  your High Mighiintjjes, in H opes to deferve your Favour and AffedtioH 
m ore and more.

’ I ' h e  Siege o f Alom  being refolved upon, I have the H onour to com- 
map^ i t ; and under me, o f the Infantry, the Lieutenant-Generals P k t -  

“  tendorff, Rantzau, and D hona ; the M ajor-Generals, the Lord North and 
Gray, with Meflieurs Sackcn, E ls, Ammama, and Jvoy ; and the Brigadiers,
Evans, the Earl o f Orrery, and M e f l i e u r s HorJ^y Rcchtcrcn, and 

“  Ockinga. O f th e  Cavalry, Lieutenant-G eneral Schuykmhurgh \ the M ajor- 
** Generals S t aim, Chanclos, and Cheus j and the Brigadiers Fabrice, and 
“  Hwidcrbein.

“  M o s t  Part o f the th irty  Battalions, and as many S<juadrons, appointed 
for the  Siege, being arrived in the Cam p, I repaired hither* on the  tw en- 
tieth In fta n t; and the Schemes o f the Direftors o f the A pproaches, w ith 

 ̂ .** R egard to the  Attacks, being approved o n ; it was refolved, w ith  the A d- 
“  vice o f the Field-D eputies o f your High Mightinejfes, and the Princes o f  

Savoy and Marlborough^ to Open the Trendhes, To-m orrow  N ig h t; i f  
every T h in g  requifiDe and neceffary for that Purpofe be ready in two fe- 

“  veral P laces; v iz .  at the G a te  o f Bertamont, where the chief A ttack will 
“  be, and at the  Gate of* /7tfz;rfk T h is Evening, one H undred Soldiers, and 

one Hundred W orkm en, are ordered to pofTefs therafelves o f a M ill, o a  
the Trouillcy and thereby to  cut oiF the Enem y’s Provifions on 'tha t Side.

“  T h e  Sieur D ru  de Cajillkn, Captain o f the Regim ent o f Guethem, and a 
** Peafant, who offered h im felf voluntarily, have been ordered to drain th e  

Inundations, between St. Ghijlain and m o m ; to execute which, one H un- 
“  dred and fifty Pioneers, with a fufTicient Guard, are commanded to fup- 

p o rt them .; and they are to begin that W ork To-m orrow.
“  T h i r t y  Squadrons, under thfe Command o f  a L ieutenant-G eneral, 
two Klajor-Generals, and two Brigadiers, have been ordered to guard 
.the A rtille r j hither ; which is to fet out from Bi'uJJe/s T o -m o rro w : And 

“  all 'the other Polls are j^Iigned to the Commanding Officers, for their better 
Security.

In  the  mean T im e, nothing is omitted for m aking the necefTary Pre- 
parations, to continue this irnportant Siege, w ith good Succefs, ^ c .

From the Camp before Mons, Sign'd,
September 2 3 ,1709. J. VV. F . Prince o f  Orange and Naflan.

T h e  other L e tte r was as follows^

H i g h  and M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

I DID m yfelf tlie H onour, on the T w enty-th ird , t o  g ive your High  A fcctwd 
“  MightitieJJes an Account of my A rrival in this Cam p, a n d  w hat had b e e n  Letter from 
“■ done till then, in the Rt^parations for carrying on this Siege.

T h e  Perfons who were ordered to  drain the  Inundations, between •
Conde and Mons, put their Orders in Execution fo TuccefsfuUy, th a t the 

“  W ater IS already fallen above fix Foot, on one Side. |  ^
** T h e  JDefign of cutting .off the M ills on the Trouille, has, likew ife, )

“  'been attended w ith good Succefs; the G arrifon therein , confifting of ^
twenty-four Men-, under the Command of an OiTiter, furrendering Pri-
foncrs o f  W ar, w ithout any Refiftance ; w hereupdn, a Beginning w'̂ as

“  made, tio draw off the W ater, oa that Side likewife.
7 K  L a s t
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** L a s t  N ight, at h a lf  an H our after N ine, the Trenches were opened 
“  at the A ttack of Bcrtamo/it, w ith all the Succefs im aginable. A Parallel 

of five H undred and fifty Foot was drawn before the H orn-w ork of that 
“  G ate, w ith a Line of Conim unicition, from the Villas^e o f Hyron, to the 
‘ ‘ Parallel aforefaid ; and another was be^un from the f te ig h t o f the Road 

o f Bavay ; but the  T im e falling fliort, i t  could not be joined to the other. 
W e had, on this Occafion, three M en k illed ; and one M ajor, one Cap- 

“  tain, one Subaltern, one Engineer, and fifty-four common Soldiers w ound-- 
“  ed. A t the Attack o f the Gate o f Havre, Engineer de ran a Pa-
“  rallel along the Foot o f the  Glacis ; but an unforefeen Accident made him 
“  unable to draw a Communication with his Line on the Rear-y which was 

the Reafon that it could not certainly be known, w hat Nurpbe^ were 
“  killed and wounded on that Side. I was only informed, that Lieutenant- 

G eneral Cadogan^ with his ^ i d  de Campt and another Officer, who ad- 
“  vanced too near were wounded.

T h e  Engineer Rietquctfelery w ith  three Hundred Soldiers, one Hun- 
** dred Pioneers, four Pieces o f Cannon, and necelTary Am m unition and 
** Fafcines, were ordered to  make them felves M atters o f  the Redoubt o f 
“  Nimy ; but <the M en, and other Requifites, not being ready Tim e enough, 

laft N ight, that Defign was deferred ti l l  To-morrow M orning'

From the Camp before M ons, Sigyi'dy
September s6 , 1709. J. W . F. Prince c/'O range and NafTau.

P . S. ** A fter the concluding o f thefe, I received Advice, that the Re* 
doubt of Nimy  had been forced this Day ; and that two Pieces o f Cannon,

“  twenty-five M en,' an Officer, and a Subaltern, had been found therein.
This A fternoon, the Enemy made a Sally upon our Trenches, at the A t- 

“  ta«k o f Havre, w ith three H undred M en j on which Occafion, about 
“  fix ty  M en, o f  HiJl's R egim ent, were k illed  and wounded; but being 
“  fuftained by the Regim ent o f  Prince A lbert, the Enem y were obliged to 
“  retire, with fome Lofs.”

The Siege O n the Tw enty*feventh, L ieutenant-G eneral JVilki joined the A rm y, 
canyM on ^jt;h five Battalions, and ten Squadrons, from  DuiUemont. T h e  two Days 
with Vigour, following, the Befiegers carried on their ApproachcSj as much as the Bad- 

nefs o f th e  W eather would perm it, and finifhed their Batteries. Qn the 
T h irtie th , another Convoy o f A m m unition and A rtillery, being arrived, 
thirty-tw o Pieces o f Cannon were brought to the Batteries, at the A ttack o f 
the G ate of Bertamont, and fixteen to thofe at the Gate o f Havre. It is re­
m arkable, th a t the Allies made no Lines of Circumvallation at this Siege; 
a plain Sign they  were no ways apprehenfive o f the Enemy ; neither chd 
they  think them  fo formidable, as the Marfhal de Villars endeavoured to 
perfuade the  K ing his M after they were.

T h e  F irft o f October, purfuant to the Difpofition made the N ig h t before, 
M ajor-General Ivoy advanced in the M orning, with a D etachm ent, to a t u w  ^  
th e  Horn-work, and the R edoubt, without the Park-G ate; which covered the 
M ills, w here the  Beficged ufed to grind their Corn. In this Service, four 
Cannon, and two H aw bitzers  were employed ; which had not fired above * 
three Rounds, when the Enemy feeing the Confederates, who had marched -  
a confiderable W ay , up to the W aift in W ater, ready to  make an AiTault, 
yielded themfelves Prifoners o f W ar, to  the N um ber o f fifty-four M en, 
one Captain, and tw o L ieu ten an ts; but the Officers wefe perm itted to  re- 

I turn into the Tow n. ' 1
B r  the Taking o f thefe W orks, wherein the Befiegers found forty Sacks 

o f M eal, two Pieces o f Cannon, and fome Am m unition, they became 
Mafters of a Sluice, which was o f  great Ufe for letting  out the W ater ; 
and, the fame D ay, they began to  fire from twenty-fix Pieces o f Cannoo. 
T h e  Second, nothing pafs’d o f any M oment. T h e  T h ird , the  W eather 
being grown fair, the Befiegers obliged the Enemy to  quit a fm all Redoubt,
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bn the R ight o f th ?̂ Gate o f Havre \ and continued their A pproaches, witll 
very little  Lofs, at both Attacks, till the E ig h th ; when they were not above 
ten Paces from the Counter [carp o f the H orn-w ork, ^at the Gate o f Havre.
T h e y  attack’d it, therefore, that very Day, and after h a lf  an H our’s- Re- 
fittance, lodged themfelves on C o v e r ' with the Lofs o f only 
fixty M en k illed  and wounded, and amongft the latter. Colonel 0  H ara, 
o f the Englijh A rtille ry , and Captain P etit o f the Guards. T h ey  perfefted 
their Approached, lodg’d themfelves on the Cover'd-ff^ay o f  the Horft-work, 
at the Gate o f Bertamonty and began to batter the F ron t o f  th a t W ork , 
from two Batteries, o f  twelve Pieces o f Cannon each.

F r o m  the Eighth to the Sixteenth, nothing happened w orthy o f N otice, 
only that the Beficgcrs continued to bombard the Place. On the Sixteenth, 
in the M orning, four H undred Grenadiers, fuftained by five Hundred Fu- 
filrers, and feven Hundred W orkm en, attack’d the fecond Counter/carp o f 
the H orn-work, at the Gate o f  Havre ; which the Enemy quitted, after a 
ftiort Refiftance, and the jellies made a good Lodgm ent thereupon j and re ­
moved their Batteries to the PalilTades, in order to batter the Horn-work in 
Breach. A t Seven in the M orning, they began to attack the Horn-work 
o f Bertamont, with a great Difcharge o f Bombs, and G renades; whereby 
th e  Enem y were fo much annoy’d, that when the Befiegers h>d m ounted 
the Breach, they found, to  their great A m azem ent, that the Befieged had 

,;4>andoned both the R avelin , and the H orn-w ork; and they lodged them - 
t  Selves therein, w ith very little  Lofs. T hey  took, at the fame T im e, a little  

Out-work, on the Right o f  the H orn-w ork, w ithout lofing one M an ; anc  ̂
made a  Lieutenant, and fifteen Soldiers, Prifoners therein.

O n the E ighteenth, they  began to remove the Batteries, into the H orn- The GarM-: 
work, at the A ttack of Bertamonty in order to batter the Baftions j and con- 
tinued to w ork on them , with all poflible Diligence. T h e  N ineteenth , in w '  ̂
the M orning, their Batteries began to  fire, upon the  Front of the  H orn- 
w ork, at the Gate o f H avre, and continued to  do fo, w ith very good Suc- 
cefs, till the Tw entieth, about Noon ; when the Breaches being alm oft 
prafticable, and the Befiegers making Preparations for an A flault, they were 
^prevented by the Garrifon’s beating a Parley, and hanging out white F lags, 
at both A ttacks, to fignify their Defire to capitulate. H ereupon, Hoftages 
were exchanged, and the Enemy having fent out M onfieur de Sonnegar, a 
M ajor-G eneral, M.or\(^cnx de Grimaldi, a Brigadier, and M onfieur Le/Z/Vr; 
the AlUei, on their Side, fent into the Tow n, Maj(ll:-General Ranch, Briga­
dier Oc'kinga, and Colonel jilherti.

T h e  French Hoftageg. having dined with the Prince o f Najfau, near the  
A ttack  o f Bertamont went in the Afternoon, to the Duke of Marlborough''^
Q uarters, where Prince Eugene was at the fame T im e ; and having deli­
vered in their Propofals, confifting of twenty-two Articles, returned Into the 
T ow n, in the Evening, w ith hia Grace, and the Prince’s Anfwer. T h ey  
came out again next M orning ; and after fome Debates, accepted fucK 
Term s, as the Confederate Generals thought fit to grant th e m ; whereby 

.-5hey-werc allowed to m arch out, w ith a ll other M arks o f  H onour, but 
w ithout Cannon, or M ortars.

T h e  A rticles were figned about Ten at N ig h t, a t Prince Eugene^ Quar- They fut* 
ters, by his Highnefs the Duke o f Marlborough, and the F ield-D eputies 6 f 
the Statcs-Gtneval, on one Side, and by M onfieur de Grimaldi, G overnor o f 
th e  T ow n, on the o th e r ; im m ediately after w hich, five H undred o f the 
Con/cderate T roops, took Poffefiion or the G ate o f Nim y. T h e  Reduftlon 
o f this im portant Place, after the memorable and bloody Battle o f M ai- 
placijuet, was a plain D^monftration, that the u4Uies obtained fomething 
m ore Subftantial, a t that Battle, than the bare N am e o f a Viflory } fince 
the Enem y, who had ventured an Engagem ent, purely to  prevent the Siege j
o f  that I 'o w n , did not dare m ike the leaft M otion to relieve i t : N otw ith- )
ftanding the Afluranccsgiven to his M ofi Chrifiian M ajefty, by the MarfliaU 
dc f^illars, and Boufflers, that he woulcl not lofe an Inch o f Ground by that

A ftio n }
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A £^ibn; and their Boafts o f advancing to fight the, Con/nkrute A rm y , i f  
his M ajelty’s Service re^qiiired it.

O n  the Tw enty-third, the Garrifon m arch’d our, with all the Macks o f 
H onour allowed them  by the C ap itu la tion ; befides which, the Confederate 
G enerals granted them two Pieces o f Cannon, and one M ortar, by way o f 
Com plim ent. T he whole did not e x c e e d  one Thoafand five H undred M en, 
according to M onfieur Roujfet, (M r. Lediard fays ofieThoufand) the Reft 
being either fick or wounded, and a great Num ber ot all'oons, and others, 
having ftaid behind, in the T ow n, to inlift themfelves in the Service o f the 
Jellies. Count Dohtia, who was appointed to cornmand in that Placc, 
m arch’d in, at the  fame T im e, with i  Detachment of Troops» which were 
to be in Garrifon there, during the W inter ; and the Duke o f jiixw hcr^  was
named Governor, and High-BailifF of the Province o f Huinault^ in the
R oom  of the D uke de Croy, who was in the King of Fta/ire’s Intei^elt. O f 
the IriJfj T roops, em ploy’d in this Service, Colonel H ilt  received a Fiurc 
in his Side ; Colonel Clayton was dangeroufly wounded in the  Eye } and Co­
lonel Foxton, and M ajor Mortimer were killed.

A Remark M o n S i E U R  Roujfet fays, "  the Campaign ended by the Conqueft o f  this 
of Monfieur ct p ijge , which had only been undertakKjn by the CmfeilcrattSi to Ihew the 
ibi^egc!" Falfity o f the R eport fpread by the £neroy, that the  Lofs the Allies had 

** fuflained at Malplacquet^ had rendered them unable to attem pt «ny T h in g ;
“  and that they had paid dear for the Gain of the F ield  o t Battle, whic^
“  had coft them fo many fine Troops, and brave Officenj, as made it im*
“  pofOble for them  to reduce Mons : TheSuCCefs of this Siege Ihcw’d how 

much they were m iflaken.”  W e may add, that the not nnaking any Line 
o f  Circumvallation at it, a T h ing  very unufual, ftiew how little  the jiiUcs 
were apprehenfive of them, or rather, how much they defpifed tliem.

T h e  Scafon being now fo far advanced, that it would not iadmit o f  atiy 
farther U ndertaking, the W iriter-Quarters were f<rt!tled; and the T w en ty - 
ilixth the A rm y paf'fed the Haifne, and came to Thiifries, whte^e they liaid . 
fiext Day ; which was celebrated as a Thankfgiving to Almighty God for 
Reduftion o f  Mons. T he Tw enty-eighth, the Troops feparatc^, in order to 
m arch into their refpeftive W inter-Quarters ; the B r i t i j h the _• 
Danes to Bruges i the Pi^uJ^ans to Mavfe'y and the Hrujfch^
Louvain, and other Parts. This done, the D uke of Marlborough, andPrinoe 
Eugene^ fet out for B ri^d sj from whence they  proceeded foon after to  die 
Hague.

T h e  following M edals were ftruck on Occafion o f the Reduction o f Mons.

Medals I* the Face, was the ^ e e n 's  Buftb, w ith her T itles, as ufual. On the
ftruck on Reverfe, the City o f MotiSy and FiFlory flying over, w ith a Crown o f Lautol ' 
dijs o.ca- R ight-K and, and a Talm  Branch m her L eft, -with this fnfcription :

Montihus in Hannovia Captis.
T h a t is, Mons in H ainauk  taken.

A nd in the Exergucp the Date o f  the Y ear, M .D C C .IX . ^

!2. O n  the  Face, v^as a Bujio o f her M ajefty’s T itles , as ufual. On the 
Reverfe, a M onum ent o f T rophies, a t the Foot o f which are t'Vb Figures, 
tepreiw itihg M arsj and Hercules^ leaning on two Shields, one w'hercof, re- 

 ̂ prefents thie Battle o f Malplacquet \ and the other the Redu£lion o f Mons.
O ver them , in the Fram e, as it were, o f  a Pictur^j is repr^feiited the  Siege > 
o f Tournay ; witih hovering o v e ra ll ,  with expanded W ings, and pub- 
-lifhing ttiefe H erdick Deeds, w ith the Sound o f T rum pet. A round it was 
this lufcriprion :

T urrls, Cajira^ M ontes V i^ i.

W hich



Which Mr. L cd ia rd  renders,

Tournayt the Camp of T aifn iercs , aod M ons won.

Though, we muft confefs, we cannot how theWord T u r n s  c^n be apply’d 
particularly to Jourttay , any more than any other Town that has a Caftle i  
or, indeed, to any Fort, or tiaftle whacfoever. In the Exergue  was j

V ito r ia  p a c ife r a . M.DCC.IX. Viftory produftive of Peace. 1709.
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O
A n d  on Occafilon of the French  endeavouring fo artfully to conceal the 

Lofs they fuftained at M alplacquety and reprefenting the as having lolf
three for one, they ftruck the following Medals.

O n  the F ace , is reprefented a M onarch, holding out the Shield of P a lla s ,  
as fondly believing it capable of rendering him invincible, and endeavour­
ing, in vain, to skreen himfelf, thereby, from the Thunder hurled At him by 
z  Nymph. This Nymph, who is defigned to reprefent the Armies o f the 
A lliest leans on a Bundle of Arrows, the Emblem of Union and Strength,
^c<:ween thefe two Figures, is a third, of a Nymph in Chains, crowned 
i* Mural Crown, to reprefent the City of Mons-, and over all thefe is this 

I %Infcription :
N cc C a jira , nec M unimenta.

Neither Camps, nor Intrenchments can skreen you.

And in the E xergue ;

Pojlfccnnium A utum ni. The Autumnal Poftfcene.

'> T o underftand this, the Reader muft call to mind, that th e  Po^fcene is 
fhe hind Part of the Stage, whither the Aftors retire, after the Play, to di- 

~ 'weft themfelves of theirl>orrow’d Shapes, and appear in their natural Forms, 
f This Motto, therefore, alluding to the Reprelentation above it, js as much 

as to fay. T his is the true State 0 /  A f fa i r s : And as the Reduflion of M ons 
was the laft Scene of this Year’s Tragedy, we may from thence form a 
ri^ht Judgment of what preceded, and be throughly convinced of the true 
Circumftances of Things, ftript of the Tinfel, and falfe Colours, with which 
the French ehdeavour6d to cloath them.

T h e  R everfe reprefents the Coloffus of R hodes, that enormous Statue of 
the Sf(», the Symbol of France, which was reckoned one of the Wonders 

' of the World, with the following Infcription :

M ole ru it Ju d , Its own Bulk occafions Its Fall.

' ^JWFis farther explained in \}\q Exerguey in the following Words t

 ̂ Montes Hannovi®, Gallia Labente, R ecuperati. XXIII Oftob. M.DCC:IX.

♦ M ons in H ainault retaken, France being upon the Decline, Oftob. 23,1709.

Of which no greater Signs could be, than thefe fuccellive Loffcs, which the 
French  endeavoured fo indaftrioufly to conceal.

To prevent any Surpri^ from the Frtnsh, during the Winter, the follow-TheStatlons 
ing Generals were ordered to ftay in Flanders, and the adjacent Countries, appoint̂ Sjir 
v iz . In the Conquefts, in Flanders, the Earl of Albemarle, General; Lieu-̂ |̂ *̂ ^̂  
tenant-Gcneral M urray, and Major-Genefal Chanclos. At Bru[fcls, the r»lŝ , h ,̂ ring 
Lieutenant-Generals l)ompre. Prince ff^illiam  of Hefe-Cajfel,> the Prince ofthc \^nter, 
Auvergne, Filiate, and F a itd e r -B e c k the Major-Generals Keppel, P'f̂ ent
Schmcttau, and Quarter-Mafter-General Ivoy. At Mons, Lieutenant-General 
£>^hna, and the M^or-Generals Els  a|d Ham iitfn. At Liege, General Count Enemy.

1̂ T :lly , Lieutenant-G<?nerals D o ff f ,  la  L ecq , and Heydert ', and the Major- 
I ■ 7 L Generals



Generals D u  Portail, and the Prince of IV irtm herg. A t  Mechlin^ the H e­
reditary Prince o f Hejje-C^elt G en era l; and the  Earl o f  Athlone^ Lieutenant- 
G eneral. A t Louvain, L ieutenant-G eneral Hompefch, and M ajor-General 
Slippenhoch: And at Maefeyck, Lieutenant-General tVittinghoff,

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough having written to the States-General, to  con­
gratulate them  on the  R eduftion o f Mans, and acquaint them  that the Sea- 
fon would not allow  o f befieging M^inbeuge, as was intended, their High 
Mightincjfes returned his G race the following Anfwer.

S i r ,*'
"  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  w cw ere already informed, by our Deputies,, o f  
the taking o f Monsy and the Reduftion of the  f^tovince o f  Hainaultt the 

«' L e tte r, w herein your Highnefe congratulates Us on th a t happy Succefs, 
has not been the lefs acceptable to Us. W e look upon this Conquelt, as' 

•* one o f  the  Fruits o f  the laft V iftory, and o f your Labours j and we re- 
•* joice th e  rriore thereat, becaufe, befides its own Importance, it m uft con- 

vince all the W orld, th a t the Advantage, as well as the Glory^ o f  the laft 
** Battle, remains on the Side o f the Allies. W e congratulate your H igh - 

nefs thereupon, with all our Hearts. I f  the Seafon would perm it Us to  
go as far as your good W ill, we might certainly prom ife ourfelves, th ^ t 
tne* Braveiy o f your H ighnefs would procure us new Advantages, before 

** the  End o f the C am paign; but fince the advanced Seafon o f the  Y ear 
** w ill not allow  of any farther Aftlon, this muft be deferred till next 
** S pring ; unlefs the Enem y Ihould prefer Peace to W ar, upon more equi- 
•* table Conditions, than they  have hitherto propofed.”  W e are, w ith m uch 
E fteem , and tru ly .

S i r ,
Tours, 8cc,

The States-General o f  the U nited 
Provinces o f  the N etherlands.

Prince Eu  ̂ H is  Grace having fettled the Divifion o f the W inter-Q uarters, fet out, as
and the hgyg obferved a ^ v e ,  for the  Hague, where he arrived the  I 'h ird  o f No^

^arlb^cu h Prince Eugene, on the Seventh j and on th e  T w elfth , th e ir
■rHve”̂ ?ic  Highneffes had a long Conference with feveral D epuues o f the  in
Hagutj an  ̂ which Prince Eugency who fpoke firft, made the  following Rem onftrance.
confrr with •

%putieT T h a t  thougli there was great Reafon to  hope, that the  glorious Vic- 
tfu let. tory* and other great A dvantages, obtained th e  laft Cam paign, would in- 

duce the  Enemy to  com ply, next W in ter, with fuch Term s, as m ight fe- 
cure a good and lafting Peace, to  prevent thereby the Continuance o f  the 
W ar, and fave the great Charges they m uft be at, to bring th e ir  A rm y 
into the F ield  the next Cam paign; y e t as this was ftill uncertain, there 

“  was an abfolute Neceflity for taking, in T im e, and w ithout any
** the p roper Meafures for being early in the F ield the next Spring, in order

^66 M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R Y

to a£t w ith  m ore \ ^ o u r  than ever. T h a t above a ll T hings, it was re- 
** quifite to m ake fuflfcient Magazines, o f Forage, Corn, M eal, and othdr 
** Neceffaries, in the moft convenient F rontier P laces; to  the End, that the 
*i T roops m ight be allem bled, fubfifted, and pu t in a Condition to 

even ^ f o r e  there was Grafs upon the G round; and that a fufficieni N um - 
ber o f W aggons be provided, for tranfporting to  the A jm y  Bread, and 
other N eceffaries; the Troops having been m ore than once in great

1 "  Streights, the  laft Campaign ; and having been fome Days w ithout Bread,
I ** for want o f W aggons ; o fw h ich  the F i^d-D eputies o f their High M igh-
C tine[fes had been WitnefTes. T h a t M agazines were indifputably neceflary, 
' ** to prevent the Enem y’s being in th e  Field before them  in  the Spring ;

** and that they m ight take fuch advantageous Pofts^ as m ight enable the 
** Allies to  penetrate into th e  French Territories, w ithout being put to the  

Necefliity of hazarding a dangerousj Battle, and attacking them  in their 
** ftrong Intrenchments. T h a t  it wag alfo rcquifite to  have double the

1 , *• N um ber



•• N um ber o f W aggons they had before, for tranfporting Bread, and other 
Neceflaries, from the  Frontier Places to the A rm y ; becaufe, otherw ifei 
they  could not advancte to any Diftahce from the faid Frontiers, and pe- 

** netrate into the Dominions o f  France^ le t how fair an O pportunity foever 
*; offer for fo*doing; and lefs ftill, a t prefent, than before, becaufe the  Ene- 

m y’s Territories afforded no Provifion for the Subfiftence o f  an A rm y .
"  T n a t, therefore, he carnefVly recommended thefe two Articles, o f  M aga- 

zines and W aggons, as two T h ings, w ithout which they could not hope 
to obtain the Advantages, which m ight be cxpefted from the next Cam- 
paicn, in Cafe the^ fhould be obliged to continue the W ar. H is H igh- 

** neft concluded, w ith dcfiring them , that the Contracts for furnifhing th e  
** Imperiai^nd. PalattneTrooTp^ w ith Bread and Forage, m ight be perform ed, 

and executed, w ithout any D elay, for the Prevention of any Inconveni- 
encies, and Diforders.”

T h e  Duke o f Marlborough fpoke next', on the fame Heads, and recommend­
ed to them , with the utmoftEarneftnefs, to take Care o f the A rticles relating 
to  the M agazines, and W aggons; adding, ** T h a t being obliged to go for 

England, he fhould leave, at the HaguCy L ieutenant-G ene/al Cadogan ;
''■"^vhowas im pow er’d to fettle, w ith the  Council o f  Statej the  Contrads for 

the  Subfiftence of the Imperial and Palatine T roops j as alfo all other Af- 
fairs, which were to be regulated, in Concert, between Great Brita in  and 

*' the States. His Grace reprefented, afterwards, the abfolute Neceffity o f 
recruiting, and re-eflablifhirig the Forces, with all poflible Speed, and re- 
newitig the Capitulation w ith fuch Troops, as could not continue in 
their Service, without a new A ^ e e m e n t ; concluding, that it was alfo  

** highly  neceflary, to regulate, in T im e, the R ou t o f the Troops,
that were to  march into their own Country, to the End they m ig h t re- 

** Burn, w ithout any D elay, as foon as Occafion fhould require.”

T h e  S u ^ eft o f  this Conference having been reported to the A flem bly o f 
■ ^ h e  Statcs-Gcnera/i their Nigb Mightinejfes refolved to concur in evefy T h in g  

th a t was, or fhould be propofed, for making the utm ofl Efforts, the nex t 
Cam paign, in order to bring the W ar to the defired Conclufion.

T h e  Confederate M iniflers had feveral othef Conferences together, where- Oiher Con- 
in  it was warmly infifted on, on the Part o f England and Holland^ that fince ferences ba­
the  Empire made fuch great Demands upon France^ as the reftoring o f the 
three Bifhopricks o f M etz, Toul, apd Verduny with all Alface, and Franche M^niften/ 
Comte, her M embers ought to furnifh th e ir /« / /  ̂ ota '^s  towards this necefTary 
W ar. T o  this Prince Eugene anTwer’d :

T h a t  the Emperor thought this Propofal fo reafonable, that he would 
•" readily take any M eafures, in Concert with his to compel the re-
• ' fpeftive States, and Princes o f the Empire, to the  pUndual Performance 

o f their Duty, and Engagem ents; i t  being well known to all the W orld,
^ ••’̂ l i a t  his Imperial M ajeflv was not wanting, in fetting a good Exam ple ;

** fince he furnifhed feveral Thoufands o f  M en, and confiderable Sums o f 
M oney, more than his Sluota.” T h e  Confederate M inifters alfo took into 

Confideration, the proper Means to put an End to the W ar in the N o r th ; or^ 
at leafl:, to prevent its fpreading into the Empire, and affecting the Grand 
jitliance  in any manner.

T h e  Campaign in. Netherlandi was no foonet over, than French pramt 
Court thought fit to make new Advances towards fetting again on Foot a makes new' 
N egotiation for a Peace.’ W ith  this View, Signior Fofcarini, the Venetian Advanc^  
AmbafTador, who came to Holland, about this T im e, took ^ Turn to 4̂ m~ '

fterdam , to feel the  Pulfes o f the Burgoniajiers o f  th a t City^. Oft the o ther \  
H and , Monfieur PetteCum, Refident o f  the Dbke' o f  a t the Hague, <
w ho had been em ploy’d the laft W inter, under H and, in the K egotiation  ot 
P eace , and had ever fince continued a Correfpondence with the M arquis d t 
Torcy, made fome new Overtures, onjthe P art o f  France, and defired Pafles, 
fo» their Miniftcrs to Gome to the Hague, I 'h e  Imperial, Britijhf and Dutch  

4 ? M inifters,
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Minifters, having taken this Matter into Confideration; and a Report of 
their Conference having been made to the Airembly of the \States'General ̂  
their H igh Mightincjfcs refufed to grant PafTes, but confented to Monfi^ur 
Pettecum's going to the French Court, purfuant to their DefirCj to know what 
farther Offers they had to make. The Rcfident, accordingty, fet out for 
P a r is , about the Middle of N ovem ber; as did, not many Days after, Pxince 
Eugene for Vienna, and the Duke of M arlborough for London.

M o n s ie u r  Pettecum  was received, at the Court of France, with more 
Refpeftj than was due to a Minifter of fuch an inferiour Rank; and even 
with an aftcftcd Oftentation, to make the murmuring, and half famiih’d 
People believe, that Peace was near; i\nd not without fome vain Infinua- 
tions, that he was fent by the A llies themfcivcs, to make Advances for that 
End; though nothing is more certain, than that he had no jfuch Power, or 
Directions given him by any of them. He conferr’d, for fome Days, with 
the Marquis de Torcy^ and the other French Minifters and having received 
aPrefent for the Trouble and Expences of his Journey, he returned to the 
HaguCy with the Anfwcr, and Propofuls, of the Court of France. ■’

T h ese  Propofals having been examined by the H eer Van JVelderen, and 
other Deputies of the States-GeneraU  and a Report thereof made to their 
Adembly, they were unanimoufly reje£ted with Difdain. Whereupon, r, 
vigorous Refolution was taken, on the Fourteenth of D ecem ber \ in which,

A vigorous amongft: other Things, they concludcd, “  That, for fcveral Reafbns therein 
Refolution jnlerted, the Anfwer brought by the Sieur Pettecum , was not farisfaftory; 
iipo*TbvthV and that the Articles ought to be infifted on; efpecially ag
States-Gent- there had been no Difficulty laifod on the Part of France, but only about 
ral. ** the thirty-feventh Article; and it was the general Opinion, that an Ex-

pedient might be found, to give Satisfaction to all Parties. That the Sieur  
Pettecum  being returned, not only without any fuch Expedient, but with 
an Anfwer, wherein there is not the Jcaft Notice taken of the Propofals 
made before; wherein France recedes entirely from the Foundations, 
which were agreed by mutual Confent; and Avith a Propofal to enter intq ^

"  a formal Negotiation of Peace, without fettling and adjufting any Thing 
before-hand, contrary to the Declaration made on the Part of F ran ce, even 
by their lalt Letters, v iz . That all the P relim inary  fhould re-

•• main firm, as they were fettled, only with fuch Alterations, in the Terms 
“ of Execution, which the Courfe of Time had made neceffary, excppt only ‘ 

the thirty-feventh Article, nothing could be concluded. But that the E ne- 
my w ere  not Jtncerely difpojed, to agree to a  good  and fa/'e P e a c e ; and thap 

•* little  R eg ard  w as to be had, to the j^ffurances o f  their good Intentions, and  
Jnclinations, in that R e fp e fl ;  ftnce the E ffe^ s  agreed  f o  little  w ith  their  
IV ords: But rather, that a ll w as concerted, and dejigned, to fow^ ifp o jjib le , 
M ijir iijls , and Jea lov Jies , between the States and their Allies, w h iljl they 
w ere refolved to continue the W a r , as it  appeared by a ll publick A d  'ices, &c. 
That, therefore, it would be neceflary, above all Things, to ufe tb^ir «  
utmoft Efforts, without the leaft Delay, or Lofs of Time, to get in a 
Readinefs all that was requifite for beginning the next Campaign early,

‘‘ before the Enemy were in a Condition to take the Field; and for pufhing on ( 
the fame with Vigour. That, for the End and Purpofe aforefaid. Letters ^

** fhould be written to the E m peror, to the D ie t  of the E m pire  at R atisbon ,
** the Confederate Circles, the E lch o rs  and Princes of the Empire^ and t6 

her B ritann ick  Myeiiy, and the Duke of Savoy; and that their Im p eria l 
, “  and B ritann ick  Majeities fhould be defired, to*permit Prince Eugene of

I ** Savoy, and the Duke of M arlborough, to return thither very early in the
( ** Spring; at teafl, before the End of Fehruaj^  \ in  order to 'Confer about
V “ the Operations of the War, and conccrt, in  lim e , the neceflary Meafures ,
i  for the Campaign.” j  s. " *

A ccording  to this vigorous Refolution, the States-G eneral wrote Letters 
to all their Allies', and particularly one to the ^ e e n  of G reat B rita in , dated 
the Twenty-feventh of Ja n u a ry , wh^h ended with the following Words, '
greatly to the Honour of the Duke ^  M arlborough. ^ V

, «  H'e
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W e  have another Requeft to add, which Is, that your Majefty would T hey write 

be pleafed to fend over hither betimes, the Prince and Duke of 
rough ; and, if pofTible, before the End of February^ th at we may have the Britain! 
Benefit o f  the w ife  Councils o f  that 'G reat G eneral, in concerting, in due 
Tinie, the Operations for the next Campaign, as well as reap  the A dvan- 

“ tages o f  his incomparable Valour, in the Execution  thereof.” W e  remain,
isfc.

T h i s  was the Language, in which the States, who had had fuch vaft  E x ­
perience of him, always ipokc of this G reat M an  ; and we may fee, by the 

Hnfwer to this Letter, which, for Connexion-fake, we ftiall inferc 
here; though, otherwife, it belongs more properly to the next Year; than 
her Majefty, then, had the fame good Opinion of his Grace, however flie 
tsmr to alter it fo ftrangely, not many Years after, without any apparent 
Reafon.

H i g h  and  M i g h t y  L o r d s ,
O u r  Goo'd Friendsy Allies^ and Confederates  ̂ We have feeo, by vour Her Maje-

“  Letter of the Tvventy-feventh of this Month, the Reafons* which h a v e  %'*Anfwer,
Inoved you, to defire us to fend back the Duke of M arlborsugh, as foon 
as poflible. We agree with you, that there is a Neceflity of taking all \

“  polTible Precautions againft the Defigns of the Enemy ; and as JV̂ e, i ur- 
** fe lv cs, are  entirely fatisficd  o f  the Capacity and Jig n a l Services o f  the f a i d  I
“ D u ke o f  M a r l B01^0.u G H , W c are very glad to find, that your Senti- 
** ments, with Regard to him, agree fo perfectly with ours. We have, 

therefore, in Conformity to your Defire, immediately ordered him to be 
ready to return to H olland, as foon as it may be necelTary ; and he w ill *
not fail to be with you, within the Time you have propofecl, to concert,

** with you, the nercffary M eafures, and to p u t them in Execution, with his 
accujtomed Prudence and rigou r. To conclude. We pray GoD to have 

jrou, H igh and M ighty L ords, our good  F riends, A llies , and Confederates,  
in hiŝ  holy Keeping.”

W ritten , a t  our Court, a t  St. James’s,
t h e o/" Jan. o f  the T ear 17 lo-i i , Tour very good  F ricfid , See,
and (f' our R eign, the Ninth.

»

I t  being evident, that the Court of France aimed at nothing more than to She writes to 
gain Time, and amufe the A llies with a fpecious Negotiation, the ^ e e n  of P'®' of 
G reat B rita in  refolved, likewife, to exhort all her A llies  to a vigorous Pro- 
fecution of the War; particularly thofe, who, during the whole Courfe of 
it, had been moft backward in feconding her Majefty’s extraordinary Efforts; 
and accordingly, on the Twenty-fixth of D ecem ber, (he wrote to that Le- 
thargicl^^Body, the gen eral D iet o f  the E m pire, afTembled at Ratisbon.
..^BfiiNG now come to the Conclufion of the memorable Year 1709, we 

ftall give a fiiccinft Account, purfuant to the Method we have obferved hi­
therto, of what wa.s done this Campaign, in other Parts of E u rop e : And 
firft, then, in Spain, the Summer pafs’d over, without aiw confiderable Ac- T h e  State 
tion ; though there was, indeed, an Engagement on the Frontiers of Portu- Affairs la 
g a l j  wherein th e Portuguefe behaved themfelves very ill, and accordingly 
were beaten. This occafioned the Lofs of three Regiments, chiefly Englijh- 
men, who were taken Prifoners, together with their Officers; 'amongft whom 
were Major-General Sank^y, the Earl of B arrim ore, and Brigadier P ierce .
The Span iards, however, did not purfue the Advantage they gained by this , •
A ftion; for being apprehenfive, that our Fleet had a Dcfign upon fome 
Part of their Coaft, they were forced to draw their Troops from ^
the Frontiers of P ortu gal, to defend their own Coafts j though we gave them > 
no Difturbance on that Side. v

In the mean While, the Yixn^ o i  F ran ce, to carry on a Shew of an Incli­
nation for Peace, withdrew hisTroolsout of Spain \ but, at the fame Time,

^ N u m b . XXXI. i  M took
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took Care to encourage the Spanijh Grandees, to fupport his Grandfonf j  
/\Tid fince it was vifibk*, that cither the Spaniardsy or the A llies, were to be \  
deceived by him, it was much more reafonable to believe, that th e  Allies^ 
and not the Spaniards-) were to feel the EfFeds of his fraudulent Proceedings.
The French General Befons, corrrmanded in A rragon , had Orders, indeed, 
not to venture a Battle; for’that would have been to a£t too grofs and open 1 
a Part, to be any Way palliated j but he continued all this Summer com- ^  
manding their Armies.

Jn C atalon ia, S tarem berg , after he had received Reinforcements from v
Ita ly , advanced towards the Segra-y and having amufed the Enemy for fome 
Days, he paffed that River. The Spaniards defigned to have given him .. 
Battle i but Befous refufed to engage : This provoked the Span iards^ o  much, 
that King P h ilip , after having written to Monfieur Befons, thought it ne- 
cefTary to leave M a d r id , and go to the Army j upon which, Befons produced 
his Orders, from the King of France, to avoid coming to any Engagememf, '(
with which he fcemed greatly mortified. Starem berg advanced, took B a la -  
g u er , and made the Garrifon Prifoners of War; with which the Campaign 
ended on that Side.

InDauphim. N OT HI N G  of Importance happened on the Side of Dauphine : The Em- 
p cror  continued ftill to refufe complying with the Duke of Savoyh Demands, 
about fome Territories in the Dutchy of M ilan , which were to have b̂ jen 
delivered to him ; wherefore, he would not make the Campaign in Perfon> * . 
and his Troops kept on the Defenfive. On the other Hand, tho’ the French  
faw thev fliould be attack’d but faintly, they were too weak to da-any Thing 
more, than to cover their own Country.

.•\iulinthe T he N orthern  Affairs not having any immediate Connexion with thofe 
jSwtb. of the G rand A lliance, in which the Duke of M arlborough was principally 

concerned, we have only mentioned them, on Occafion of his Grace’s Jour­
ney into Saxvny, in the Year 1707. But the fatal Turn of thofe Affairs, to 
the Difadvantage of the King of Sweden, which happened this Year, being, ' 
as it were, the Confequence of thofe Counfels, and Meafures, which were 
thought to have been concerted, when his Grace was there, and whcreii  ̂he 
was believed to have had no fmall Hand, we fhall juft hint at them. '1 fiat "
great, but unfortunate Monarch, having refolved to invade Mufcovy^ and ■??*
being elate with the Succefs he had met with in Poland, thinking to de­
throne the C z a r , with the fame Eafe as he had A ugvjius, engaged himfelf 
fo far in the U kraine, that there was no Poffibility of retreating; ajid this 
brought his Affairs to fuch a low Ebb, that he was never able to retrieve 
them, till Death put a Stop to his Career.

'I iic Battls He had a great Body ot Cojfacks to join him, who were eafily drawn to 
oi Pultawa. revolt frtfm the C zar  ; and he had met with great Misfortunes, at the End

of the foregoing Year; but nothing could divert him from his Defigns '
againft Mufcovy : He pafs’d the N ieper, and befieged Pultow a. The C z a r  
marched to raife the Siege, with an Army much fuperiour in Number to 
that of S w eden ; but the intrepid King of Sweden, who had not yet forgot­
ten the Battle of N a rv a , where he triumph’d over a greater Superiority, re­
folved to venture on a Battle; wherein he received fuch a total Defeat, that 
he loft both his Camp, his Artillery, and his Baggage: A great Part o f ^
his Army got off, for the prefent; but being clofely purfued^by the M ufco- »
vites, and having neither Bread nor Ammunition, they were all made Pri- 

T h c  fatal foners of War. His Sw edijh  Majefty himfelf, with a fmall Number 
Confequen- about him, paffed the N ieper, and got into the T vrkijh  Dominions, 
t.Mt!rKin^ where he fettled, and was under a fort of voluntary, though unavoidable ^
of'swd^n^ Confinement, at a Town of M oldav ia , czWed Bender, This Day, fo fatal 

to the King of Sweden, was as aufpicious to King Augujiusy whom it fet 
again on the Throne of Polandy  and freed the A llies from all Apprehen- 
fions of this enterprizing Prince’s intermeddling for the future between them 
and the common’Encmy, to the Support of the latter.
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On this Occafion, the C z a r  gave the Duke of M arlborough  a very fingu- 
lar Inftance of his Eftcem for him j by fending a Captain of his own Gaards, 
exprefsly to acquaint his Grace with this fignal Viftory.

H a v i n g  thus taken a View of the moft material Tranfaftions abroad, du­
ring this Year, we {hall now mention fuch domeftick Occurrences, as relate 
to this Hiftory, and happened in the fame Space of Time.

U p o n  Advice of the glorious Adion, and compleat Viftory at M alplac-  
queti the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of the City of London, in 
theii  ̂Formalities, waited on the ^ e c n  at ffln d fo ry  on the Tenth of Sepiem- 
hcty with an Addrefs of Congratulation, on that Account, the Beginning 
whereof was as follows*

•
M ost  G racious So v e r e ig n ,

V In all Humility, we prefume, it cannot but be acceptable to your The c!.ty of 
Majeft-y, to receive the repeated and hearty Congratulations of your jrT(fto*the'
dutiful and loyal Subjefts, upon fuch fignal and reiterated Inftances of on 
the D ivine Goodnejsy fhovver’d down on your Sacred Head, in blcfllng the the Vi<a»ry 

“  ju jt  A rm s o f  your Majcjly^ and your A llies , under the aufpiciou% Conduct at Malplae- 
** o f  thofc reuoivTied Generals the D uke o f  Marlborough, and the P rin ce  

Savoy, w ith fuch  fu rp riz in g  and uninterrupted Succ^es.
“ Scarce  had we enjoyed the Satisfaftion we received, upon the News 
of the RedudVion of the ftrong and important City of T ournay; but wc 
were moji agreeably fu rprized , with the Account of ̂ Glorious and Complect 
ViBory over the -whole French A rm y, notwithftanding the Advantage of 

** the Ground, and Obftinacy of the Enemy, not to have been overcome,
“■ but by the perfon al Courage o f  your G reat General, &c.” /

On th» Seventeenth of the fame Month, the Lord Mayor, and the Reft 
of her Majefty’s Commiflioners of Lieutenancy, for the City of London, pre- 
fented an humble Addrefs to her Majefty, on the fame Occafion, the follow­
ing Paragraphs whereof may be worth our Readers Notice.

M ost D reax) So v ereign , '
W e think ourfelves infinitely happy, that we have Leave, once more,

** to approach your Royal Perfon, to exprefs (as well as the Excefs thereof 
“ will give us Leave) our unfeigned Joy for, and humbly to congratulate 
■*' your Majefty upon the g r ea t  and furprii^ing P rogrefs , made by the v iffori-‘
** ous A rm ies o f  your M ajefiy , and your Allies, led  on by thofe conjummate 
** G enerals, the D u ke ^'Marlborough, and the P rince o f  S avoy , towards the 

Glorious End propofed by your Majefty, an honourable and lafting 
Peace.
N one but fuch daring Troops, covetous 6f  Glory, and anim ated by (-he E x -  
ample o f  your undaunted General, after a fa tigu in g  S iege, f o  glorioufly fin ifh- 

could have been induced fo fpeedily, and chearfully, to have encoun- 
ter'd, and fo bravely overcome, the feem ing  unfurmountable D ifficu lties,

** ftanding between them and V idory.
“ B u t  to fu ch  A rm ies, f o  conduced, in fu ch  a  Caufe, and under the au- 

** fpicious Influences of fu ch  a  P rincefs, nothing is impojftble, &c.’’

On the Third of OHober, her Majefty, in Council, order’d a Proclama­
tion to be ifTued, for a general and publick Thankfgiving to be obferved on 
the Twenty-fecond of November, for the Signal and Glorious Succefs of her 
Majefty’s Arms, ihd thole of h e t  A llies, this Campaign.

O n  the Eighth of November, the Duke of M arlborough  landed at A id -  T he  Duke 
borough in Suffolk, from H olland, and on the Tenth his .Grace came to Mprlho-
St. Jam es's . *

On the Fifteenth, the Parliam ent met; and the ^ e e n  going to the Houfe *  ̂
o f  Peers', and fending for the Comirions up, her Majefty made a Gracious

. Speech
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Speech to both Houfes  ̂ wherein, amongft other Things, flie took Notice of 
the late Glorious Campaign, and the G reat and Important Succefs thercoj'.

T h e  Ccm~ T h e  firft Thing the Commons did, on the firft Day of their fitting, after 
vote had voted an Addrefs to her Majefty, was the coming to this unani-

Thaiitr rnous Refolution, T hat the la te V iB ory, obtained by h is.G race the D uke o f
Marlborough, atid the other g r e a t  and important Succefes o f  the la ji CampaigHy 
w ere fo  rem arkable, that the Houfe thought themfelves obliged to tcjiify  hom 
fe v fb le  they w ere o f  the Honour and A dvan tage, which this K ingdom , and the 

Confederacy, had  received by h ’s eminent Services. And that, Mr. Comp­
troller, Mr. Secretary Boyle, Mr. Chancellor o f  the Exchequer, Mr. Onjlow^ 
Lord Coningshy, Mr. N eville, Lord IVilUam Poivlct, Mr. Craggs, Mr. Comp- •' 
ton, Mr. H'^alpole, Mr. Dolbc%, Sir Charles Hedges, Lord Lumley, 'and Sir 
Charles Cox, Jhould  attend his G race, and g ive h m  the Thanks o f  the H oufe, 
and congratulate him on his Return in Safety  to Great Britain. Accordingly 
the Committee appointed by the Commons-, having waited on his Grace, of. 
the Twenty-fecond of November, with this Refolution, he was pleafed to 
make the following Anfvver.

I t  is a  very g r ea t  SatisfaH ion to me, that the Houfe of Commons are  
p leafed  to take f o  much N otice o f  my Endeavoursy to fe rv e  my Queen and my 

f  I “  Country,
“ I  cannot be iu fl to a l l  the Officers and Soldiers, iliho have fe rv ed  w ith  me, ’ 
unlefs I  take this Occafion to afjiire you, ihat their Z e a l and ^ jfctfion  f o r  the 

“  Service, is equal to the Courage and Bravery they have f;iew n, during the 
whole I V a r r

\ B o t h  the L o rd s , and the Commons, took Occafion, in their AddrefTes to ^
her Majefty, to ftiew the Senfe they had of the great Services performed by 
Grace. The Lords  fay, in theirs, The laft Campaign was fo very Glo- 
“  rious, whether we confidcr the Strength of the Towns which were taken, 

or the Difficulty and Importance of the \'̂ i£tory which was obtained, that 
“ we be£T Leave to congratulate your Majefty upon the continued Succefi^of 

your Arms, and thofe of your je llies , under your General the l^ukc m  ̂
M arlborough, whofe Condu£t is worthy of the chief Command, in fo juft 

“ a War, and whofe Valour is equal to the Bravery of his Troops.”
A n d  the Commons, in their Addrefs, fay, “ We beg Leave to congratu- 

“ late your Majefty upon the continued Succelfes of the laft Campaign,
“  particularly the ViQory obtained near Mons, by the Troops of your Ma-'’
“  jcfty, and thofe of the A llies , under the Command of the Duke of 
“  M arlborough. A Viftory fo remarkable in all its Circumftances, as muft 

convince your Enemies, that the Courage and Refolution of yo’ir Troops-, 
conduftfd by fo great a General, are fuperiour to the greateft Difficul- 
ties.’’ They likewife take Notice, how much they were obliged by thefe 

glorious Succeiles,. to exprefs their Senfe of the Honour and Advantagesy  
w hich this Kingdom , and the whole Confederacy, had received by his eminent 
Services.

T h t Lortis T h e  Houfe ( f  L ord s , having ordered the Lord H igh Chancellor to return 
idfoorderthe Thanks to the Duke of M arlborough, for his eminent Services in the laft ^  
the^LVto Campaign j his Lordfliip, at his Grace’s firft Appearance :n that Auguft Jj 
be given him Affembly, this SelFion, difcharged his Commiffion, in a Speech toth^follow- 

in2 EfFed.
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T h a t  he was commanded by the L ords, to give his Grace the Thanks 
“  of that Houfe, for his continued and eminent ServidEs to her Majefty,
“ and the Publick, during the laft Campaign : Of which nothing greater

j “ could be faid̂  than what her Majefty (who always fpeaks with the ut-
f  “  moft Certainty and Exadtnefs) had declared from the Throne, T hat it

had been, at leajl^ as glorious as any which had  preceded  it. But that this 
Repetition of the Thanks of that A|Jguft Affembly, had this i^dvantage 
o f  the former, that It muft be look’a. upon as added to, and ftanding on

 ̂ “ the



' 1

«  the Foundations already laid in the Records of that Houfe for the pre* 
ferving his Memory frefh to all future Times. So that his Grace had 
alfo the Satisfaftion of feeing this everlafting Monument of his Glory, *
rife every Year much higher. (To which his L ord jh ip  add ed  his JVifljes')
That G o d  might Continue, in a wonderful Manner, toprefcrve fo  inva- 
luable a Life, that he might not only add to that Strudure, but finilk 

“ all, with the Beauties and Ornaments of an honourable and lafting 
** Peace.”

j T o  which his Grace reply’d, with his ufual Modefty, and Self-Denial.

I i/ooK upon it as the greateft Mark of Honour F could receive, tĥ t̂ His Crace-'s 
your Lordmips are pleafed to take Notice of my Endeavours, to fcrve the Aufwcr,
^ e e n ,  and my Country. I beg Leave to do Juftice to all the Officers, and 
Soldiers, who have ferved with me. It is not poflible for Men to fhew more 

_ Zeal-tor her Majefty’s Service, or greater Bravery, than they have done.”

T h e s e  great Acknowledgments, from hofh Houfcs of P arliam en t, which 
the Duke of M arlborough had the Sarisfaftion to meet with^almort every 
Year, for fo many Years together, were fo glorious, and fo  far exceeding 
the Examples of former Reigns, that it is no Wonder it moved the Spleen 
of many Perfons; who having no Hopes of ever attaining to fo high a ritch 
of Honour, and Reputation, could not forbear looking on his Grace’s Glory 
with envious Eyes, the Efi'efts of which we {hall now foon fee.

In the mean While, the P arliam ent had not fat a full Month, before 
they had granted all the neceflary Sums for the Service of the enfuing Year, ,
amounting, in all, to 6,384,266 /. 7 j. A vaft Sum indeed ! But as it /
was afterwards objefted againft the Duke of M arlborought that he carry’d 
on the War in Flanders at a greater Expence than was neceffary, and it has 
not, perhaps, been fo well diftinguifhed by fome, what Part of this, and 
other immeu^Sums raifed upon the Publick, were employ’d for this Ser- ' 
vice, and wfljpor others, it may not be foreign to our Purpofe to obferve, 

tKis Plac^rthat not quite one fourth Part ofthe Supply granted thi*; Year, 
went tftwards the Charge of fupporting the War in Flanders-, notwithftand- 
ing that was the only Side, on which it was carried on with any great Suc- 
cefsj and where wc moft diftrefled the Enemy.

W e fhall begin our Relation of the Tranfaftions of this Year, with fome 171 o. 
farther-Account of Occurrences at Home, and efpecially in P arliam a itt  as 
far as they had any Regard to the Duke of M ariborough.

T h e  Houfe oj' Commons having been informed, by Sir G ilbert Heathcote^ 
a  Member of ih e ir  Houfe^ of the Advances made by France, towards the re­
newing a Negotiation of P ea ces  and that the States-G eneral were inclined 
to grant Paffes to the French Plenipotentiaries, to come to H olland  for that 
Purpofe; they refolved to prefent an Addrefs to her Majefty, that fh e  would  
be p lea fed  to fen d  the D uke q f  yi^x\horon<^ fo r th w ith  Holland. This 
A^refs having been drawn up by a Committee, reported to the Houfe, and 
agreed to, was fent to the L ords  for their Concurrence; and their L ord jh ips  
having readily joined in it, both Houfes prefented the faid Addrefs to her 
Majefty, which was as follows.

M o s t  G r a c i o u s  S o v e r e i g n ,

** W e your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal SubjeQs, tlie L ord s  S p ir i-  Addrcf‘;f>f 
** tual, and Tem ftfral, and Commons, in Parliam ent aflTembled* having Reafons 
** t» believe, that the Negotiations of Peace will fuddenly be renewed in *
«  Hollatid j and being juftly apprehenfive of ths crafty and infmuanng Defigns Grace might 
** of our Enemy, either to create Divifions amongft our ji l l ie s t  ^  by an»u- be to 

fing them with deceitful Expeftations of Peace, to retard their Prepara- 
tions of War ; do think ourielvci bound in Duty, moft humbly to repre- NrcrotLtions 
fenc to your Majefty, of how gj[eat Importance we conceive it is, to the of Pta

7 K “ Interett
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“ Intereft of the Common-Caufc, that the Duke of M arlborough  fhould be 
“ abroad at this Junfture.

“ We cannot but take this Opportunity, to exprefs our Senfc o f  the ^ rea i
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th e  g r ea t  C hara^ ers o f  G eneral, and Plenipi 
teiitidry, who, in our humble Opinion, is mofi tapablc o f  d ifihargh ig  tw o  

fu ch  impo! tant Trujts.
“ We therefore make it our humble Requeil to your Majert^, that you 
-would be pleafed to order the Diike of Marlborough''^ immediate Depar- 

“ ture iov H olland, where his Prefence wjll be ecmally neceffary, to a ill ft 
" at the Negotiations of Peace> and to haften the Preparations fbr'an early 
“ Campaign; which will moft effedtually difappoint the Artifices of oui- 
“ Enemies, and procure a fafe and honourable P race, for your Majefty, and 
“■ your A llies.'’* .  ̂ f

T o  this Addrefs, her Majefty was pleafed to return the following 
Anfwer.

M y  L o r d s  and  G e n t l e m e n ,
r

/ '  I AM f o  fcn jib k  o f  the N cceJfitj o f  the D uke o f  Marlboroughs Prcfcntfe 
Aiii wer, in Holland, a t  this c r it ic a l Ju n s u r e ,  that I  have already g iven  the necej/ar^

“ D ire^ ion s f s r  his immediate D eparture j and 1 am very g la d  to jindy by th is
”  y^ddr 'efs, that you concur w ith  me, in a  ju jt  Senfe o f  the D u ke  o f  Marlbo-
“ rousb’-f eminent Services.'*'

ActoRDlNGLV, purfuant to her Majefty’s Promife, both to the States, 
and to her P arliam ent, his Grace fet out, the very next Day, for H arw ich  } 
and landed in H olland  the Seventh of M arch , N. S. after a very difficult 
Paflage ; having been three Days at Sea, and lain rolli|gfc about three 
Leagues off Shore, from Seven in the Morning, till Two iiiple Afci^joon. 
But, as this great Man, amongft his other Virtues, was particularly f^ o u s '^  
for his Serenity of Mind, and Command of Temper, fo, on this Occafion, ' 
he was obferved not to be in the leaft unealy. But before we proceed to 
give an Account of the Duke of M arlborough's Proceedings at the H ague, 
we believe it will not be amifs to give fome farther Account of our Tranf- 
a£lions at Home, as they were introduftive of that "great Change in the? 
Miniftry, which not long  ̂ afterwards enfued, to the Amazement of all 
Europe ; who were all, more or lefs, affefted therewith, though in a very 
different Manner.

Some Days before the Addrefs above-mentioned was drawn up, when the 
Nation probably were in Expeftation of fome fuch Thing, and the Change 
of the Miniftry, which foon after followed, was fufpefted, the Author of 
the T atler , fpeakihg of the Glory of the TimeSj with Relation to E ngland, 
has the following remarkable Paragraph.

Aremakabie “ I? I fee a General commanding the Forces of his Country, whofe 
P a f lV  in Viftories are not to be parallelled in Hiftory, and who is as fampus for his d
the Tatler. Negotiations as his Viftories; and at the fame Time, fee the Manage- J

ment of a Nation’s Treafury in the Hands of One, who has always 
" diftinguifti’d himfelf by a generous Contempt of his own private Wealth, 

and an exaft Frugality of that which belongs to the Publick; I cannot 
“ but think a People, under fuch an Adminiftration, may promife them- 
“ felves Conqueft abroad, and Plenty at home'. • If I  n'ere to wifti for a pro-
“ per Perfon to prefide over the Publick Councils, it fliould certainly be one,
”  as much admired for his univerfal Knowledge of Men and Things, as for 

f '  ** his EU^ence, 'Courage, and Integrity, in the exerting of fuch extraor- 
dinary Talents.”
On the Fifth of ^ p r ii , the Parliameriu was prorogued, and foon after, the 

^ /(en  took a Step which gave Occafionco fevere Reflexions. The Duke of
\  Shrewsbitry



Shrewsbury had Jefc E ngland, towards the End of the foregoing Reign, be- 
caufc, as it was faid, a warmer Climate was neceffary for his Health. He 
ftaid feveral Years at Rome, where he became acquainted with a Roman  
Lady; who upon his Return to England, followed him to jiugsburgh, where 
fhe overtook him, and declared herfelf a P ro tc fia n t : Upon which he mar­
ried her there, and came back with her to Englatid  in 1706. A late Author 
fays, it was thought, by the Party he moft favoured, that his leaving 
E n g lan d , and living fo long out of it, whilft we w’ere in fo much Danger 
at Home, joined with his Marriage, gave juft Caufe of Sufpicion. Ih e  
Duke of M arlborough, however, and the Lord Godolphin, lived ftill in Frfend- 
fhip with him, and ftudied to overcome the Jcaloufies fome had of him.
He feemed not to be concerned at the Diftance, in which he was kept 
from Bufinefs ; but a few Days after tlie P arliam en t was prorogued, the 
Shieen, without communicating the Matter to any of her Minifters, took the 
Chamberlain’s White Staff from the Earl of K en t, whom in Recompence, 
fhe created a Duke, and gave it to his Grace of Shrewsbury. This occa- 
fioned no fmall Uneafinefs ; it being concluded from thence, that a total 
Change of the Miniftry would quickly follow ; and it was believed, fays 
the fame Author, that there was a fecret Underftanding between that Duke,
Mr. H arley, and the new Favourite.

T h e  S(ueenh Inclination to the latter, and her Alienation from the Duchefs T he  Du- ^  
of M arlborough, began now to appear more and more, and broke out upon ,
many, though trivial Occafions ; whereupon, the Duchefs retired 
Court, and was feen no more at it, in this Reign. The Duke of Shrewsbury Ctaut. 
gave the Minifters very pofitive AfTurances, that his Principles were ftill 
the fame, as they were the laft Reign, and were not altered in any Re- 
fpe£t; upon which, he defired to enter into Conferences with them, but 
there was now too much Ground for Sufpicion.

I t  will be Time now to take a View of what was doing in the mean 
While in H olland, with Regard to the Negotiations for a Peace. Though 
all Thoughts of a Treaty feemed to be at a Stand, towards the latter End of 
thcirXear Hbfoft; yet upon the vigorous Refolutions taken in G reat B rita in t  
and H olland, for the Continuance of the War, the Court of France tliought 

’ fit to make farther Overtures of Peace. In order, hereunto, on the Second 
of January^  the Marquis de Torcy fent another Scheme to Monfieur Pette^  
cum, which confifted of five Articles, the Subftance whereof was as follows.

•
I. T h a t ,  immediately after the Signing of the Peace, his il/g/? Ovcrturej 
C hrifiian  Majefty would acknowledge Kin^ Charles III. as King of the
whole Monarchy of Spain  ; and not only withdraw all the Succours he pĝ  *

“  had given his Grandfon, but alfo not fend him any Affiftance for the fu- 
“  ture, and forbid his Subjects lifting ampng his Troops: As alfo, that he 

would confent, that no Part of the Monarchy of Spain  fhould ever be 
“ united to France.

II. " T h a t , as for the Em peror, and the E m pire, the King of France
would reftore the Town and Citadel of S trasbu rg h ; content himfelf with 
the PofTelTion of according to the literal Senfe of the Treaty of

I. ** M unjier ; leave the E m pire the Town of Landau  ; raze the Fortifications 
[[ he had caufed to be built on the R hinej from B a fil to Philipsburgh ; and 

^pknowledge both the King of PruJJia, and the E lector of H anover.
III. “  T h a t ,  as to England^ he would acknowledge Queen Jlnne, and 
the Succeflion in the Protefiant Line ; reftore N ew foundland, and agree to a

- mutual Reftitution of all that had been taken in the IV^eJl-IndieSt on both 
" Sides; Fortifirations of D u n kirk , and ruin the Harbour
“  thereof; and confent ^Jtroi^retender''%  leaving France.

rV. “ T h a t, as to the States-General^ he would yield to them, for a 
Barrier, all the Places fpecify’d in the Twenty-fecond Article of'the Pre~  
lim im ries  ; and confirm what he had offered to them, with Re'fpeft to 
their Trade : And, |  ^

V. As-
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V. As to the Duke of Savoy, that he was willing to grant the Demands 
" made for him by the ; but that he, likewife, demanded, that the 
“  E lectors of Cologn^ and B a v a r ia , ftiould be rellored to their Eftates, and 

Dignities.
T h e s e  Propofals being rejefted by the Lillies, the French refolved to make 

anil others farther Overtures; and accordingly difpatch’d a Cabinet Courier to theJHagut't 
propofcJ. with a "Letter from the Marquis d eT orcy , to Monfieur P ittecum , importing.

T h a t  the French King confented, that the P reJim inaries,.w hich , were 
*' concerted the Year before, fhould b« the Foundation of the future Treaty; 
** and had appointed the Marfhal d ’Uxelles, and the Abbot dt Polignac, his 
** P len ipotentiaries, to treat with the A llies  about an Equivalen t for the 
“  Thirty-feventh Article, relating to the Evacuation of S p a in ; and that 
"  the faid Minifters would be ready to meet thofe of the A llies, at j^ntw erp, 
“  or any other Place, if the A llies would but fend them the necelTary Faffes, 

T h e  Courier arrived at the H ague, the Second of February, N. S. and hijk- 
Difpatches were communicated the fame Day, by Monfieur P ettecum , to tiie 
G ran d  Penfionary \ who imparted them, likewile, the next Day, to the P k^  
nipotetitiaries or the E m p ire, and the Queen of G reat B r ita in . Hereupon, 
feveral Conferences being held, between thefe Minifters, and the Deputies of 
the Stafes-G eneral, the Frcnch Courier was font back, the I'hirteenth of the 
fame Month, with an Anfwer from Monfieur Pettccum , to the Marqui? de 
U'orcy's Letter, tihe Purport whereof was :

“ T h a t  the laft Declaration of the Court of F ran ce, being couch’d in 
" uncertain and ambiguous Terms, the A llies  required, that his Moji- 
** C hrijlian  Majefty fliould declare# in plain and exprefs Words, that he con- 

fented to all the except the thirty-feventh Article ; which
•* done, the A llies would fend PafTes to his Miniiters, to treat of an E q u i-  
1** vaUnt, for the faid Article.”

T h e  French  Court were not long in refolving, fo earneftly defirous did 
they J'eem to be of a Peace, at this Time ; for on the Twentieth, another 
Courier arrived at the H ague, with a fatisfaftory Anfwer; and on the Twenty- 
third he was fent back, with PafTes for French Plenipotentiaries, There 
now feemed to be fome Hopes, that the French  were in Earneft; h«f^^e^, 
as the States knew by Experience, the ill EfFefts of fuffering the French  

Paflcs grant- Minifters to come into their Country ; where they were continually ftirring 
up the People againft the Government, by their Agents, and reprelenting as 

nliountiari'es they .prolong’d the War without any iNecefllty, they appointed G ertruy- 
denhurgh to be the Place, to which the French Minifters, fliould come, to 
treat with the Deputies, whom they Ihould fend to meet them. A n tw erp , 
indeed, was the Place firft propofed, as has been already obfervcd; but 
the French now feemed averfe to treating there, or in any other Town be- 
longing to the Spanijh-Ne'.herlands j undoubtedly, out of a Comphment to 
King P hilip .

On the Ninth of M arch , N. S. the French P lenipotentiaries arr'wud A nt­
w erp , where they defired that Monfieur Pettecum  might meet them, before 
they entered into any Conference ; but this was refuled them : Wherefore, 
they went on board a Yacht, prepared for them at M oerdyke, where Mef- 

They arrive fieurs Buys, and Vanderdujfen, the Deputies of the for this Treaty,
iTnd them foon after, and had a Conference with them. The next Day, they ' 

confer”̂wfth l̂ d̂ another, for feveral Hours 5 after which the Deputies fet out for the 
the Deputies H aguej to make their Report to their H igh M ightinejfes, and the French 'Pie- 

nipotentiaries w ent to  Gertruydenbuigh.
M e s s i e u r s  Buys, and Fanderdujfen, being returned to the H ague, on the 

Eleventh of M arch , where the Duke of M arlborough w^^ arrived fome Days 
before, they had a Conference the next Mot;tiihg v.ftK’Kis Grace, in the Pre­
fence of the Lord Townjhend^ Count Z in zen dorf, the G rand PenJionary,zn^  
the Deputies o f the States : There they reported what had puffed between 
them, a^d the French Plenipotentiaries \ which, however  ̂ gave very little 
Sarisfaftion. The fame Day, to prevent any Jealoufies amongft the other 
Minifters of t h e t h e  Deputies I of the States communicated to the

 ̂ ’ P ru jia n
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FruJJian P len ipotentiaries, what bad been tranfafted at M oerdyke. And» 
the next Day, the lame was made known, in a more folemn Manner, to all 
the Minifters of the A llies. They w^re ail.defired, at the fanae Time, as 
there was no great Profpeft of the Treaty’s coming to any Thing, to ufe 
their Interelt with their refpeftive Mafters, that their Troops might be in 
Rcadincfs, to begin the Campaign, as early as poflible; as the molt efieftual 
Means to force the common Enemy, to accept fuch Conditions, as might 
fecure a fafe and lafting Peace.

To give a particular Account of the Subjeft-Mdtcer of Debatej in every 
Day’s Conference, from the Twenty-firft of M arch , when they began again, 
to the latter End of Ju ly ,  when thfey entirely broke olF, would be too te­
dious, and detain us too long, from Matters of more Importance, and more 
immediately' belonging to this HiHrorj?-, whereas this only relates to it in- 
-direftly. We lhall, therefore!, oiily give our Readers a fuccinft Account of 
Tfjrhat was propofed, and infifted on, by the Plenipotentiaries on one Side, 
and the Deputies on the other, without any Regard to Time, or Order;
* T h e  French propofed, that the Dominions in Ita ly , with the Ijlands, A Summary 
fiiould be given to one of the Competitors for the Spanijh Monarchy ; but 
did not name which of them; though it was underftood to be rrieant of King *
P h ilip  : The D eputies did not abfc3utely rejeft this, but fhewed, that the 
E m peror  would never confent to part with N aples, n<̂ ro give the French  
fuch Footing in Ita ly , of which the French feem’d likewife to be fenfible.
The firft Conference ended upon the Return of the Courier, whom they had 

"*fent to Vcrfailles. They rnoved then for another Conference j and upon fe- 
veral Propofals, feveral Conferences ^ere renewed. The French King de- 
lifted from his Demand of N aples, but i i  fted on the Places on the Coaft of

> Tufcany ; at length, however, they went off from that too, and infifted 
only on Sicilyy and Sard in ia . The Partition feeming now to be fettled, the 
D eputies prê î d the French P lenipotentiaries, to give them folid AflTurances 
of King PA;V;̂ ’s yielding up Spain, and the f f ' ^ e f i - I n d ie s to which, upon 
Notice" fij-ft given to the Court of France, thej anfwered, that his M op

Majefty would enter into Meafures, with the A lliesj  to force him 
to it. 4iereupon, many Difficult/es were ftarted, aboiit what Troops fhould 
be employ’d, what their Number fliould be, and who fhould command 
them ; and after all, it appeared, that the putting this in Execution, would 
be imprailicable. It was then propofed, that ihe French Ihould pay a Sum 

,o f  Money annually, during the War with Spain  ; but nev/Difficulties arofe 
again upon that Head, both with Refpeft to fettling the Sum, and fecuring 
the Payment. As to the latter, the French offered the Bankers of P a r is  i but 
th ^  were no manner of Security, becaufe they muft all have been obliged 
to break, whenever their King had a Mind to have them do fo. In fhort, 
it was evident by all their Proceedings, that they defigned only to divide 
the Jellies, by this Offer of a Partition, to which the States confented j for 
which the French hoped, the Houfe of Aujtrio- would have been enraged 
againft them.

T h e  French then demanded of the D eputies, an Aflurance, that no other 
Articles fhould be infifted on, but th o ic  in th e  Prelim inaries', but the D eputies

► abfolutely refufed that; for they had referved a Power, by one of the Pre-^
*■ Uminaries, for all .the jilH es to make farther Demands, when a generalTreaty

Ihould be opened : They faid, indeed, that they themfelves would require 
no more, but they could not pretend to reftrain the Reft of the 
A llies , from their juft Demands. This was another Artifice, to provoke 
the Emperor^ and the Duke of S a v o y ; as i f  the States intended to force 
them to accept of''ii»8l*i«4 Pe^e«. as they fhould prefcribe. In another Con­
ference, the States reje£te3me \)ffer of a Sum of Money, for carrying on 
the War in Spain  ; and therefore, infifted on it, that the F revihJ]ioy\d ex­
plain themfelves, on the Subjeft of evacuating Spaint and t1ie f f^ - I n d ie s t  
m Favour of King Charles III. before thev '.could declare their Intentions, 
with Relation to the Partition; the^ added, that all farther Conferences 

1 would be to no Purpofe till that w * done.
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T h e  French were now refolved to break off the Negotiation ; and there­
fore, thought proper to call this Demand of the S tates, a formal Rupture 
of the Treaty. Accordingly, , upon the Return of an Exprefs, which they 
had fent to Ferfaillest after leveral Letters had pafled between them and 
Monfieur Pettecum , for Decency fake, they wrote a long Letter to the 
G rand  Penftonaryy in the Form of a M anifejiot and fo returned back to 
Francet towards the End of J u ly .

T h i s  is an Abridgment of the Account publifhed of this Affair, both 
by our Minifters, and by thofe of the States. The French, on their Side, 
publilh’d nothing \ for they were unwilling to let the Spaniards know, that 
they ever entered upon any Treaty, for a Partition of their Monarchy, much 
lefs for evacuating Spain. Whether France ever defigned any Thing clfc by 
this whole Negotiation, than to quiet their own People, and to amufe, and 
divide the A llies , is ftill a fecrct; but if they really intended to h a v ^  
“  made a Peace, the Reafon of their going off from it, fa y s  a  la te A u t h o r f  
“  muft have been the Account they had of our Diftra£tions then in E n gland  i  

which might make them conclude, that we could not be in a Condition 
** to carry on the War.” By thefe Diftra£tions, we prefume, that Author 
means the I^fputes which happened that Winter, upon the Tryal of Dr. 
Sacheverel, whether the Church was in Danger^ or tiot ; and the Change of 

j  f  the Miniftry. ♦

ff^meRe- ^^ve thought it neceffary to premife th\is much upon this Head,
marks upon becaufc the Rupture of this Treaty, amongft other Things, was afterwards 
this T reaty, unjuftly laid at the Duke of Marlborough'^ Door ; he being charged with 
fuccccdine* having broken it off by his Influence, that he might protraft the War, for 

his own private Intereft : But how unreafonable it was, even to fuggeft
V this, and much more fo, to aver it, we fhall have Occafion to ffiew more

particularly hereafter. In the mean While, as this Treaty was fpun out to 
lb great a L e^th, and at laft came to nothing, we fhall add a. few Remarks 
thereupon. This Treaty was managed, as wc have fhewn above, by the 
Marftial d^Uxelles, and the Abbe de P olignac, one of the moft confummate 
Statefmen at the Frcnch Court, who was foon after made a Cardinal, W fL i 
Part of Fran cci and the D eputies of the S tates, Meffieurs Buys, and' Fander~ 
dujjen, on the Part of the A llies , without the Intervention of any other Mi- 
nifters. Count Z inzendorf, indeed, the Im peria l Minifter, defired twice ta 
affift, and be prefent at thefe Conferences; but it was refufed by the D u tch , 
which afforded Matter of Speculatfon. Hereupon, he fent an Exprefs ta 
Prince Eugene, who was then in the Army, to defire his Advice upon this 
Head ; and his Highnefs counfel’d him, to follow the Example of the B r i-  
tijh  Minifters j whofe M ijir e fs  was fatisfy’d with leaving it wholly to the 
Wifdom and Integrity of the States-G eneral. But for what Reafon this was 
done, and whether the D utch  dealt unfairly with their A llies , as many in 
E n glan d  fuggeited, though, we hope, without a Caufe, we fhall not pre­
tend to determine. The laft Conference, which the French )Plenipotentia~ 
r ies , and the D eputies of the States had on this Head, broke off with Heats, 
and Unkin^nefs; and Monfieur FaTiderduJfen having ufed fome warm Ex- 
poflulations about it, the Abbe de Polignac replied in very high Terms; ant) 
reproach’d the D u tch  with Ingratitude to thef Crown of France, which had 
been their main Support, upon their Defedion from Spain.

H avin g  premifed thus mucl^ in Favour of our H ero , and the D utcl), 
that we may not he thought partial, we fhall now add a fhort Account, of 
what has been faid, on  the other Side of the Queftion. Tbey who imagine 
the D utch  dealt not fairly by us in this Treaty, but broke it off, when it was ' 
upon the Point of being concluded, are a.pt?t;^sl^.^'‘ How long would 

Spain have been able to have refiflrcd t«e united Force of the Allies^
** withou]iethf>. Afliftance of France/? And could it be fuppofed, that King 
'* PhilipfvfoMld^ have refufed to Comply, with what his Gran^ather had 

fbipulated for him ; and thereby Iwzarded the lofing even Sicily , and 
( S ard in ia , as well as his other Domiiions ? Bcfides  ̂ the Barrier-Towns,

which were agreed to be delivered i p to tjie E m peror, and the D u tch ,
4" \  “ woul'd

478 M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R  Y e / ' '



*» would have required fome Years to conquer ; and had the F n n ch  been 
never fo infincere, as was pretended, the j l l i i e s  would have gained fuch 
an additional Strength thereby, as would have rendered France much leis 

“ formidable than it had been. Suppofing it had been our own Cafe, and 
the Fortune of War had reduced us to a Neceflity of abandoning King 
Charles ; and the Frem h  had infifted, that the A llies  fhould not only 
ceafe to aflift him, but Ihould turn their Arms againft the Prince they 

** had fet up, would it not have been thought a moft extravagant Demand ?
** And if it would, was it not much more unreafonable, to defire the French  

King, to enter into a War with PhiUpt to whom he was fo nearly ally’d,
“  by thr2 Ties of Blood, as well as all other Engagements ?

" W e had talk’d fo long, indeed, (fa/W they) o f  the boundkfs jimhition^
** and exorbitant P ow er  of France^ that we afFctled to have a Dread thereof, 

even after that Kingdom was reduced fo low, that our own General gave 
out, they could not make Head againft us another Year.
“  E very  Propofal, that was faid to come from France, was ftill con- 
demned, as unreafonable, before it was examined j and if  the Reafon- 
ablenefs thereof, was fo confpicuous, that it could not be denied, we 
were then taught to exclaim againlt their htfincerity. »
“  I n  Ihort, {continued they) fome df the Potoers ingaged in the G rand  
A lliance, were fuch G ainers by the War, the Charge v^ereof was born 2 \
by their Neighbours, that any P eace  whatever muft have been to their 

“ D ifadvan tage  ; and therefore, it is not to be thought ftrange  ̂ if  they •
talk'd  loudly of the Enemy’s Infincerity, and rejefted all their Propofals :
The daily Acquifttion of ntiu dom inions, at the Expence of others, might 
poflibly, put fuch a Byas upon their Judgments, that they might, in fome 

 ̂ Meafure believe what they affirmed.”
T he French, who retort the Injincerity they are charged with upon the RemarJti 

H u tch , faid, " It was evident they did not aft ingenuoufly, becaufe they made thcre- 
would not fuffer the Conferences to be held at the H ague. They knew 
the Populace there, who were impatient for a Peace, would have difco- '

the Injincerity of their R ulers ; who ftill remembered the DIA 
fatisfaffion, which appeared in their Faces, upon Monfieur de Torcy's 

** leaving the Hague^ the Year before; and that they then afTem- 
bled, in a tumultuous Manner, to prefs him not to depart, till a Peace 
w a s  ĉoncluded. For th h  R en fon , J a i d  they, the infifted, that the

V French Plenipotentiaries Ihould not come any farther than Gertruydenhurgh,
** till the P relim inaries were agreed on, which, they very well knew, thd 
*' French could not confent to ; and then they could infinuateto the People, 

that it  was France refufed a Peace, though very reafonablc Conditions 
were offered. Till then, the Courts of Vienna, and London, were accufed 

** of having raifed Difficulties, to obftruft the Conclufion of a Peace ; but 
** then the Publick began to be undcccived ; and it plainly appeared, that 
•* they who were at the Head of the Government in H olland, were not fo 
** weary of the War, atf their Subjefts. Their Difingenuity was, like- 
** W'ife, vifible, when they propofed to hold Conferences, which they had 

not (o  much at Heart, as they would have had it believed. The Pre- 
 ̂ tence of the Intereft of the Houfe of A u jlr ia , ferved to countenance the

■ ** Ambition they had of increafing their own Power, They were for taking 
** Advantage of the Troubles o i  E urope, and the Misfortunes of France, 

to appropriate to thamfelves the Reft of the Low-Countries, and the whole 
Trade of the Spanijh IVeft-lndies ; that they might be thereby enabled to
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•• They opened the Eye
own A llies :'  ^
S u o i were then the Reafonings of the Partifans of Ft'ance it

wag obferved, that from this Time, the French were no more fo defirous 
of haftening the Conclufion of a P eacei and that they talk’d of it with more 
Indifference than before. Wliether ij was, that they flatter’d themfelves

with



with the Hopes of a DIvcrfion from the N orth  ; or whether k was, as a late 
Author obferves, that the Divifions, which began to break out at the Court 
of G reat B rita in , made them expeft fome happy Revolution in their Fa­
vour. However that be, it is certain, as Father D an iel rejmarks, that as 
Matters went afterwards, the J l l i e s  had Caufe to repent of their not accept­
ing the Offers made them at Gertruydetiburgh 5 but there is like>vife all the 
Reafon in the World to believe, that they would not have repented, had it 
not been for fome unforcfeen Events, which produced a ftrapge Cl?ange in 
the Face of Things; and by raifing the forlorn Hopes of th e  French, was 
the Occafion of the A llies lofing the principal Advantages, which ;hey had

frood Grounds to have promifcd themlelves, from their glorious anH unpara- 
elled Succelfes in the War.

, T h a t  the French had fome Reafon to flatter themfelves with the Hopes 
of a Diverlion from the N orth, our Readers may fee by the following Ex- - 
tra£t of a Letter, from the Earl of Stairs to the Duke ot Marlborough^ dated 
from IV ir fa w , M arch 2 9 , 1 7 1 0 .

■ .' it 
In my Opinion, our chief Attention fliould be on the Body of Swedijh 

Troops, which is in Pomerania  ̂ and to take effeftual Meafures, that they 
.W/n,tothe “ remain in a State of lna£lion: F^r if the King of Sweden fliould return, 

Ihould happen to reinforce that Body, and fetting afide every otner 
thorough ,f Confideration, mould take it into his Head, to place himfelf, with this 

reinforced Body, in the very Heart of the ^; he would not wane 
“  Money, and having Money, he would find Means to raife as many Men 
“ as he Ihould defire, of which we have already had Experience. It would 
“ be unnecelTary to fay any Thing what would be the Confequence of fuch 
“ a March. In my Opinion, it would require little more than a Refolu- 
“ • tion ; which feems, itfelf, to agree pretty w'eli with the Humour of the 
“ King of Sweden."'

B e f o r e  we enter into a Relation of the Tranfaftions of this Campaign, 
we fliall take a farther View of the great Change in the Face of A/--ua -yi.
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Home, that we may afterwards go on with the Tranfaftions abfoajii without 
Interruption, to the End of the Year.

I Ijc o f  T h e  %a-«’s Intention to m.oke a Change in her Miniftry, began now to 
Suwhriand break out; on the Fourteenth of Ju n e , ftiedifmiffed the Earl of Sunderland 
<ii imi(s’d OfEce of Secretary of State, without alligning any Misbehaviour

D artm outh. This caufed
State. fome Uneafinefs, both at Home and Abroad; but her Majefty, to put a 

Stop to it, or at leaft to leffen it, is faid to have told fome of her 3ubje£ts 
here, and particularly the Governor of tlie B ank, and to have given Orders 
to her Minifters abroad, to alfure the A llies, that Jh e  would not make any 
other Changes. Some, however, reprcfent this othcrwife, efpecialiy with 
Regard to the Bank, and fay, that Sir G ilbert H eathrote, Governor, N ath a­
niel Gould, Efq; Deputy-Governor, Francis Eyles^ Efqj.and Sir ff^illiam  
Scawen, two of the Direftors, thought fit to make their Application to the 
Duke of N cw cajiky  Lord Privy Seal, and reprefented to him the Danger* 
that would probably attend a Change of the Miniftry } upon which his Grace 
introduced them to the ^ e e n ; and her Majefty, having given them a gra­
cious Hearing, was pleafed to tell them, “ That flic had refolved, for fome 

Time, to difmifs the Earl of Sunderland, for particu lar  Reafons 0 / S tate \ 
but that P e  had  not y et determined to make any other Changes, and that 

“  U'henever Jh e  d id , flie would take Care, that the publick C red it fliould 
** not fu ffer  any D etrim ent thereby.” This, fay gave Rife to the*
Report, that her Majefty a{fured them, flie deligned not to make any other 
Alterations. It Is added, that flie likewife faid the fame Thing to the Mini­
fters of .neiiw^cror, and the StateSy who refided here; upon which, they 
cxprefled their Joy at this Refolution, and even proceeded fo far, as to offer 
their Advice, that her Majefty would iwt diflblve her P arliam ent, as it was 
furmifed flie would. This, fays a late Author, was reprefented by thofe who.

had



had never been verfed in the Negotiations of Princes in an Alliance, 
a bold intruding into the ^ecn^s Councils j though nothing, adds he, is 
more connmon, than for Princes to offer mutual Advices in fuch Cafes. , 'moval.

B u t  to  be a little more particular in this Matter, with Regard to the 
Removal of the Earl of Sunderland, an Author who was his Cotcmporaryi 
and is generallj*thought to have had good Intelligence* obfprves, that fomp 
fpecious Pretences were not wanting lor it, the moft plaufible whereof was 
as follows.

“ S o m e  Time after the Death of the late Earl of E Jftx , the de- 
figned to have beftowed a Regiment of Dragoons, lately, commanded by 
his Lstjrdfhip, on Colonel H ill, a Gentleman, wljOj befides the Intereft of 
Mrs. M ajham , his Sifter, had a farther Recommendation to her Majefty’s 
Favour, as having been Page of Hojnour to her j and yet more, upon Ac- ‘ 
count of his gallant Behaviour, and good Conduft, at the Battle of v//- 
m anza, whe/e he contributed very much to the rallying and prcferving 
the broken Remains of the Qonfcdtrate Infantry. On the other Hand, 
the Duke of M arlborough having promifed that Regiment to Lieutenant- 
General M eredith', and it being fuppofed, that this was a Trial of Power, 
between his Duchefs, and the grow ing Favourite, his Grace 'and his Lady 

^bfented themfelves from Court, and retired, for fome Days, to the Lodge 
in IV indfor-Park, It being given out, that his Grace was fo difquieted, 
that he defigned to lay down his Command, the chief Lords then in the 
Minittry, confidering what a vaft Prejudice the Lofs of fo great a Gene­
ral, and Politician, would be to the Common-Cauje, made their Applica­
tion to the ^ e e n ,  to incline her to alter her Refolution, about the Dif- 
pofal of the .Regiment before-mentioned; but her Majefty remained fish­
ed in her firft Choice, and infifted on her Prerogative. Mrs. Majhaniy 
continues the fa m e  A uthor, being look'd upon ;is the fecret Oppofer of the 
old Miniftry, a Defign was laid to procure a Vote from the Houfe o f  
Commons, to have her removed-from her Majefty’s Bed-Chamber, which 

^was to have been made the Twenty-third of Jan u ary ', but upon a Hint 
it was timely prevented, by Colonel H iW s throwing himfelf at 

her M&jefty’s Faet, and begging he might not be the Occa/ion of any 
Uneafinefs to her Majefty, but that flie would be gracioufly pledfed to be- 
ftow the Favour ftie intended him* upon fome other Officer. T h e  ^ e e n  
granted his humble Requeft; and fending for fome Lords, and parricu- 
larfy, as it had been laid, the Lord Sunderland, told them, ftie would 
find another Way of rewarding Colonel H ill. Her Majefty, hbweve^ 
refenting this, and fome other Matters concurring, from which v/as fug- 
gefted, that fome Perfons in the Miniftry endeavbured to ingrofs all the 
Authority, (he refolved to make fome Changes, and to begin with the 
Perfon, who was fuppofed to be the chief Promoter of the Defign, to 
deprive the ^ e e n  or Mrs. M ajham\ Attendance. The Seals were, here­
upon, taken from the Earl of Sunderland ; but becaufe no formal Negleft, 
or Error, in the Difcharge of his Office, could be objefted againft him, 
and it might appear ungracious, to difcharge a Nobleman of an un- 
blemilh’d Character, and fo near a Relation to the Duke of M arlborought 
with feeming Difpleafure, it was thought proper to mitigate his Difgrace,

^  a Penfioii: But when Word was brought him, that her Majefty, as a 
Tcftimony of her Royal Favour, ahd of her being fully fatisfied with 
liis LordOiip’s Services, defigned to prefent him with three Thoufand 
Pound p er  j^nnttm  ̂ to be fettled upon him for Life, to make up, in fome 
meafure, the Lofs of the Office of Secretary; his Lordffiip, with the 
GeneroCty of hardly to be parallel’d in thefe corrupt
Times, anfwered. H e w as ^ lad her M ajejiy  thought he had  done his D uty , His Lord-, 
but i f  he could not have the Honour to fe rv e  his Country, he^sAmJdnot plun- 
der it . Before his Lordfhip was removed, the ^ e e n  wds fom^Time in * 
Suf^nce, about the Choice of a Perfon to fucceed him. But the Earl 
of F ow let, to whom the Seals wSre firft offered, having declined fo fa- 

.tiguing an Employment, the L o k d  D artm outh, one of the Lords Com-
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milTioners of Trade and Plantations, and Son-in-Law to the Earl of No^- 
** tingham, was thought, at this Junfture, a fit Perfon to be Secretary of 
”  State, into which Office he was fworn, on the Fifteenth of June.'*''

Th« Emper- HEREUPON, the E m peror, and the Spates-General were apprehenfive, that 
or, and the the Duke of M arlborough would either be removed, or fo far difgufted, as 

to lay down his Command j which might prove a great Prejudice to the Com^ 
^uVof the Caufe-y wherefore Coxxnx. G alias, the Im perial Minifter, and Monfieur 
Mimflry. Vryhcrge, the D utch Envoy, received Inftru£tions, to reprefent to the 2lueen, 

in the moft refpe£l-ful Manner, what a fatal Influence the Change of the 
Miniftry might have on Affairs abroad. In Anfwer to this Remonllrance, 
the firft was told, he might affure the Em peror, That whatever Changes 
" th^ Sjieen defigned to make, flie had refolved to continue the Duke of 
** M arlborough  in his Employments; and defired that Prince Eugene, and 

the other Im peria l Generals, and Plenipotentiaries, would aSt with him^
** with the fame Confidence as before.’’ The Anfwer  ̂ which was given to 
Monfieur Vryherge, was kept a Secret, but it was faid, that her Majefty, 
notwithftanding the D utch  were feverely refle£led on, by forre People, on 
this Occafion, that her Majefty put a favourable Conftrudtion upon the In- 
terpofition of^the States-Gcnerai., in Favour of the Miniftry; looking upon 

I it as the Effeft of their Zeal for the Common-Caufe, and the great Confi-
/ dence they repofed in the Duke of Marlborough'’& Valour and Conduft. It
f was likcwife alledged, in Excufe for her Majefty’s A llies intermeddling, and

giving their Advice on this Head, that there feemed to be a parallel Cafe,, 
m the ^ ecn 's  interpofing, at the Court of Vienna, in Favour of the Emperor'^  ̂

Subjedls, and even in the *Par/;̂ 7Wf«r’s defiring Application to be 
made to the Elmperor, to fend Prince Eugene to command in Spain.

T h e  Earl of A B O U T two Months after the difcarding of the Earl of Sunderland, viz.
Godolphin Qj, Eighth of AuguJ}, her Majefty difmifs’d the Earl of Godolphin from 
difmiTs d. High Treafurer, and the next Day Ihe put the Treafurj in

Commiffion. Earl P ow let, for Form-fake, was the firft in the Commiflion } 
but it was foon known, that Mr. H arley, who was, at the fame Time 3'JH., 
pointed Chancellor, and Under-Treafurer of the Exchequer, was the^erldfr—  
who bore the Sway, and had the ^ een 's  Ear; in fliort, it wasVifi^5ie*he wai 
the Chief Minifter : And now it appeared plainly, that both a total Change 
of the M inifiry, and the DifTolution of the Parliam ent were refolved on. 
To enter into an Examination of the Reafons alledged for and againft this 
Step of the ^fcw’s, would carry us too far; wherefore, we fhall only obferve, 
that in September, her Majefty came to Council, and called for a Proclama­
tion to dilTolve the P arliam ent, which Sir Simon H arcou rt, who had been 
made Attorney General, in the Room of S\v Ja m e s  M ontague, who quitted 
that Poft, had prepared. When it was read, the Lord Chancellor offered to 
fpeakj .but her Majefty rofe up, and would admit of no Debate, but or- 

S e v e r a l o t h e r  dered the Writs for a new T arliam en t to be prepared. About the fame 
Noblemen, Time, the Lord Sommers was difmiffed, and the Earl of Rochejler made Lord 
^ d  Great Prefident of the Council in his Room ; the Lord Steward’s Staff was, like- 
cardcd.' wife, taken from the Duke of D evonjbire, and given to the Duke of Buck­

ingham : Nor was this all, Mr. Boyle was removed from being Secretary of 
State, and Mr. St. Jo h n , afterwards Vifcount Bolingbroke, pur in his Stead; 
as was the Earl of D erby , from being Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancajier, 
who was fucceeded in that Poft by the'Ear 1 of Berkeley.

U p o n  all thefe Changes, the Lord Chancellor went to Court, on the 
Twenty-third of September^ and delivered the G reat Seal-, but the ^ e e n   ̂
not being prepared for this, was fomething-fiarpriied thereat, and not know­
ing how to difpofe thereof prefs’d his Lordfliip,- n Jciruhufual Earneftncfs, 
to keep it one Day longer: 'J’he next Day, Txaving cOnfidered thereof with 
her Favour';^^, ^ rs. M ajham , and Mr. H arley, ihe received it very readily.
At firft, (iier Majefty committed it to the Cuftody of three Lords Commif- 
fioners, v iz . Sir Thomas T revor, Lorcl̂  Chief Juftice of the Common-Pleas,

. ' and afterwards Lord T r ev o r ; R obert Tracey, pfq; a Jodge of the fame Court,
' and Mr. Scroop, Baron of the Excbequ^' in S c o t la n d h u t  it was foon aftf'r
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given to Sir Simon H arcou rt, who was created a Peer. The Earl of f^hartoriy Upon which 
alfo, delivered up his Commiflion of Lord Lieutenant of Irelan d , which was 
given to the late Duke of Ormond ; and the Earl of O xford , with fome ofcc«of State 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty, withdrew from that Board, and refign their, 
others were fubftituted in their Room. Employ-

So fudden, and fo entire a Change in the M inijiry , as a late Author ob- 
ferves, is fcarce to be parallel’d in our Hiltoryj efpecially where Men 
diftinguilhcd Abilities had ferved, both with great Zeal, and uncommon ^
Succefsj infomucli, that the Adminiftration of a ll’Affairs, at Home, and 
Abroad, was not only without Exception, but had raifed the Admiration 
of all Europe. This was entirely owing to the great Credit of the new  
Favourites with the ^ e e n ,  and the perfonal Di^uft (he had conceived 
againft the old Ones. Accordingly, her Majelly was much delighted with 

' "̂̂ Tl thefe Changes, and feemed to think flie was freed from the Chains where­
in the old M inijlry had held her, and fpoke of it to feveral Perfons, as a 
Captivity, under which llie had long groaned. The Duke of Somerfet had 
contributed very much to alienate the old M inifiry  from the ^ e c n ’s Favour, 
and had no fmall Share in their Difgrace; but he was fo muc;h difpleafed 
with the DifTolution of the ^Parliament, and the new modelling of the M i- 
nij^ y, that though he continued fome Time Mafter of the Horfe, he re­
filled to fit any more in'Council, and complained openly of the Artifi- 
ces, which had been ufed, to make him inftrumental to other People’s

/Defigns.
T h a t  the neiv M inljiry  profefs’d, at leaft, to aft upon true Englijh  Prin- 

CTD les, our Readers- m ay lee, by the following Extraft of a Letter, from 
Mr. H arley to Sir R ow land Gwyn, then at Hamburgh, dated JNovember 2 1 ,

{  1710.
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employ; wifi ftiew, by their A£b‘ons, that they have a very great Zeal/w ' 
for the Support of the G rand A lliance, in all its Branches, to continue 
the War, with a View to obtain a firm and honourable Peace, and to fe- 
curgfl in the moft efFeftual Manner, the Succeflion in the moft ferene 

** Houfe of Hanover. Thefe Principles, I am fure, you approve of, and I 
will never lofe the good Opinion you have of me, by n^lefting any 
Thing that is in my Power, which may contribute to fuch faluiary 
Ends.”

U p o n  communicating this Letter to a Friend at the Court of H anover,
Sir R ow lan d  Gwyn adds ibefe Remarks.

“  T h e s e  tire the Principles the new M in'jiry declare they will aft upon. Sir R ow - 

and I hope that they will keep up to them ; if thev do, I think that thofe 
who wifh well to England  cannot defire more, but that they may ap- 
peafe the Animofities, and unite us to confider our true Interefl.

^ “ M r . is certainly one of the Chief in the prefent Miniftr)’’, and
has had a very g'eat Influence in the late Change ; but the Tree is to be

" t'nown by its Fruit, and we ought to hope for the beft.”
H a v i n g  now given a fuccin£t Account of our home Tranfaftions, we 

fhall now proceed to thofe abroad. The former Campaign was fo memo* 
rable, both on account o f the Iinportance, Multiplicity, and Variety of its 
Events, that it afforded Matter of Speculation to all Europe. The 
famous Viftory of Blaregmesy "taffniercs. Mans, or M alplacquet, by all which 
Names it was called, thongh beft known by the latter, the<Rli?tbAion of 

 ̂ Tout nay and Mons, with other Angular Advantages, obtained over tnb Com­
mon Enemy; and the prodigious Str:|its to which France was reduced, by 

, fuch a Series of Misfortunes, as had attended their Arms for fome Year^
I gave moft People Reafon to think, Ahat this Year would have produced
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f«ch n Peace, as the J t l i e s  had propofed themfelves, without any farther 
Expence of Treafure and Bloodlhedj but we have already feen how they 
were deceived in their Expedtations.

T h e  main Dcfign of the French, in the Treaty of Gertruydcnburgh, which, 
as we have obfervcd above, was probably to create Uneafinefs, and Jcalou- 
fies, amongft the Subjefts of the M uritim e P ow ers, who had contributed lb 
largely towards the Charges of the War; being eafily feen through by our 
two difcerning Generals and Minifters, Prince Eugene and the Duke of 
M arlhoroiigh, thofe Conferences did not delay the Preparations for the Con- 
tinuance of the War  ̂ and therein, at leaft, the French lolt their Aim, in 
jnfincerc Netrotiations. Hereupon, Prince Eugene haying come to th  ̂Hague, 

Prince F.u- tbc Twelfth of J lp r ilt  and having concerted .with the Duke of Marlbih- 
rough, and the Deputies of the States, the Operations of the next Cam- 

A early opening whereof, great Magazines of dry Forage,
fvt oiit̂ or̂  other Neceffaries had been provided, thofe two Generals let out, on t ^  
Tsi'riwy, to Fifteenth, for Tour?iay i near which Place, the Troops, which
t>pcn the were quartered on the M aefe, in B raban t, and in Flanders, were ordered «o 
Campaign, rendezvous.

T he Day before thefe two Generals fet out from the Hague% on their 
Way to Tournay, the Earl of A lbem arle, Governor of the latter, toget^her 

‘ with Lieutenant-General Cadogan, caufed an Attack to be made on the
r Mortnignc Caftle of MortaignCn, fituate at the Confluence of the Schejd, and \ heScarpc, 

uicci) by the yyjth f,x Velfcls, fix Pieces of Cannon, and three Hundred Men. This w:  ̂
done with fo much Succefs, that, after a fmall Refiftance, the Garrifon, V 
confifting of a Captain, four Subalterns, five Sergeants, and fixty-five pri- V  
vate Men, the French fay but fifty in all, furrendered Prifoners of War. 
They found in it but one Ton of Gunpowder, and one Sack of Ammuni- 
tion Meal. In return, the Enemy, by the Means of the Galliots they had 
at Condcy on which they had planted feven or eight Pieces of Cannon, at­
tacked that Poll, the next Morning, by the Help of a large Detachment
of Infantry, under the Chevalier and retook it, with abfut___
lixty Men, who were left there. But the Earl of j4lbemarhy andlr̂ Jrenc*̂  
Cadogan, confidering the Importance of that Poll, refolvcd fcv.n?̂ ake them- , , 
felves Matters of it a fecond Time j and having viewed it, the Sixteenth of 
A p ril, caufed it to be attack’d again the Eighteenth, by fix Hundred Men, 
ot the Garrifon of Tournay, with fome Veffels, and Cannon. T hQ ^ ren cb  
Cyarrifon, which now confifted of four Captains, lix Lieutenants, feveral Ser- 
ceants, and two Hundred Grenadiers, were alTifted, in the Defence of the 
Place, by twelve or fifteen G alliots from Conde, However, the Confederate 
Troops, being fupported by a Detachment from the Body of Count FiltZy 
and favoured by the Cannon they had planted on the Rifing Grounds of  ̂
M aude j  the Enemy were obliged to furrender themfelves Prifoners of War; 
and the A llies now left two Hundred Men, with four Pieces of Cannon 
in the Place.

On the Seventeenth of A p ril, N. S. Prince Eugene, and the Duke of 
M arlborough, arrived at Tournay, after having been complimented, in their 
W'ay, at A ntw erp, by the States of B rabant. The fame Day, they began 
to confer with the Count de T illy , and Monfieur Claerhergen^ one of the De- . ' 
puties of the St.ates, on the opening of the Campaign.

T h e  French had been fortifying their Ljines all tne Winter, in order to 
cover D ow ay, and their other Frontier Towns; and now they were fo vain, 
as to call them impregnable. Notwithftanding this, it was refolved, in this  ̂
Conference, that all the Troops, which had their Winter-Qugrters in Flan- ’v  
ders^ B rabant, and other Places on the hither Side the Maefe, and were now 

1 encamped in the Neighbourhood of Tourney, fliould provide themfelves
with BrnTa?d~tiy. the Twenty-third j and feveral other necelfary Difpoiitions 
being i^ade, for advahcing towards the Enemy’s Lines, the Army began ^
their March the Twentieth, at Five n̂ the Afternoon, in two Columns, the **

I ^ {g h t commanded by the Duke of M ar/borough, to Pont a  Fendin, and the ^
L e ft ,  by Prince Eugene^ to Pont-Obyl on the D tyle. This March, which ^

was ^

48^ The M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R Y



was continued all Night, was fo fudden, and well regulated, that notwitli- 
ftanding the great Preparations the French had made, to fortify and defend 
their Lines ; and though thd- Chevalier de L u xm bu rgh  was encamp’d, for 
that Purpofe, near A m m d, and the Mar(hal d'Artagnan-, had drawn to­
gether about forty Squadrons, and fixty Battalions, fome Accounts fay buc 
thirty Squadrons, near Lens, and Bethune, yet the next Day, the Prince of 
W irtem bergi and Lieutenant-General Cadogan, with a Detachment of fifteen 
Battalions,, and fifty Squadrons, from the Duke of M arlborough's Columnj 
enter’d thefe Lines at Pont a  Vendin, without any Oppofition ; the few 
Troops, who guarded that Poft, being furprized, and retiring, at the Ap­
proach 9f the Confederates, without firing one Shot. The Frenchi not ap- 
prehenfive, that the Army of the A llies were fo near them, were moftly 
out that Morning, in Queft ofl?orage, fo that their Generals had hardly 

_ any Cavalry with them; and this occafioned, likewife, the Lofs of a good 
Part of their Officers Baggage, their Servants being with the Foragers.

U p o n  this almoft unexpected Succefs, the whole C onfederate A rm y  pafs’d TbeEnen  ̂
the Lines, the R ight, under the Duke of M arlborough, at T on t a  Vendini and be- 
the L e ft  under Prince Eugene, at Couriers. This fpread fuch an Alarm w[tViVKi- 
amongft the Enemy’s Troops, which were aflembled near Le/is, that they pitation. 
retreated, with all the Expedition they were able, partly towards A rra s , 
ar»d partly towards Doway. The J l l i e s  encampcd that Night in the Plain f
of Lens, and march’d again very early, on the Twenty-fecond, to diflodge w
the French', who having drawn together their Troops near V itry, behind 

 ̂ the Scarpci made a Shew of refolving to difpute the Paflage of that Riven 
‘ For this Purpofe, the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, with the Horfe from A r r a i  

and Bethune, had joined the Marfhal de Montefquiou, But though they 
were polled very advantageouHy, yet being greatly inferior in Numbeti 

■* and the Soldiers not having recovered from their Surprize and Confternation, 
they retired, with great Confufion, and Precipitation, towards Cam bray, 
as foon as they faw the Confederate Troops approach; leaving Part of their 
Tents and Baggage behind them. Hereiyjon, the A llies having laid their 

over the Scarpe, the Prince o iH eJJe  CaJJel was detach’d, with twelve •
Sqû V.,i;i;?, to fall on the Enemy’s Rear; but they retired fo faft, and broke 
down fo irya.ny Bridges, afToon as they had pafled them, that his Highnefs 
could overtake but a fmall Number of them, and thofe he made Prifoners 
of War. Thefe reported, that very hard Words had pafTed between the 
Mar/Iial d'A rtagnan, and the Chevalier de Luxem burgh; the latter laying 
the Blame of the A llies having pafTed the Lines on the Marfhal, who would 
not believe they were in a Condition to attempt them ; whilft the Marfhal 
blamed the former, for not having joined him, as he had Orders to do.
The Army, under the Duke of Marlborough, pafTed the Scarpe that JNight* 
his Grace encamping wfth his R igh t near Vitry^ on the faid River, his L e/h  
at Gouy, and fixing his Qijarters at the Extremity of his L t f t ,  at Goulejin. TheSicge»f 
In the mean Time, th^Army under Prince Eugene, march’d on the o th er  Doway re­
side the Scarpe^ between the River and the Canal, in order to D ow ay} on.
the Siege of which had been refolved on.

A l l  the Troops, which were to form the Confederate Army, for this 
Campaign, being now arrived in the Camp, the whole Army confifled as 
follows: The^ Rtght Wing, under the Command of Prince Eugene, of forty- 
fire Battalions of Foot, and one Hundred and one Squadrons of Horfe and 
Dragoons ; and the Lefty under the Condu£l of the Duke of M arlborough, 
of one Hundred and ten Battalions of Foot, and one Hundred and fixty-one 
Squadrons; amounting in all to one Hundred and fifty-five Battalions, and 
two Hundred and fixty-two Squadrons. They had one Hundred and two 
Pieces of Cannon, twenty Mortars and H atvbitzers, and forty Pontoons*
The Enemy’s Army was computed, ,at the fame 'I'ime, to confift of two 
Hundred and four Battalions of Foot, and three Hundred <md $ight Squa­
drons of Horf  ̂ and. Dragoons, having ninety-fix Pieces of Capnop, fixtecn 
Mortars and H aivbitzers, and thirty-fix Pontoons. ,
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A c c o r d i n g  to this AcctJunc, the French Army were much fuperior to the 
; but if we will believe their Accounts, the C onfederate Army con­

fided of one Hundred and thirty-eight Thoufand Men, and was fuperior'to 
theirs by forty Thoufand. This Computation, however, is too extravagant 
to gain any Belief. We have akeady obferved, that the Siege of D ow ay  
had been refolved onj and in the prefent Jundure of Affairs the u^i/ies (^oxAd 
not have attempted a Conqucft of more Importance : For it is a large City, 

T h e  Impor- fituated about five Leagues from Cambray^ pn the Scarpe ; covcred the Ene- 
tance of that j n y ’s Fro îticrs, and laid the Spanijh-N etherlar.ds to their Invafions.
Conqueft. For thefc Reafons, ever fjnce the Reign o i  Henry IJ. the French had left no 

Means untried to get it into their Hands j wherein having at laft fucceeded 
in 1667, and it being confirmed in their Poireflien, by the Treaty of^/jc 
ia  Chapelky they added new, though irregular Works to their Fortifications, 

a very great Expenee ; made it a Place of Arms ; ereded Magazines, and 
a Foundery therein y ajid cut a Canal to unite the D ey k , and the S carp f,

, which gave them an eafy Entrance into the Spanijh Provinces. Befides, it
was very difficult of Accefs, on Account of the Moraffes and Inundations ad­
joining to it, and had at fome Diftance a Fort, called Fort S carpe, which 
ŵ as a regular Pentagon.

Strength of The Garrifon was commanded by the Marquis d'A lhergotti, a Lieutenant- 
; . theGarri. General, and an Ofiicer of approved Valour, cojifummate Experience, 2,id

"• jfldefatigahle Vigilance : He had under him, the Marquis de Dnux^  -and
Monfieu;- B randele, a Svjifst Major-Generals ; Monfieur de Pom ereuil, wai 
Governor j Major-Gereral de Valori commanded the Engineers, and the 
Chevalier de Ja n c o u r t , the Artillery. The Garrifon confifled of fevcnteen 
Battalions *, a Company of Cannoneers; a Brigade of Miners and Bombar­
diers i and two Regiments of Dragoons. In Fort Scarpe were three Batta­
lions ; fix Companies of Invalids y and a Detachment of Cannoneers, and
Bombardiers. All thefe Troops together amounted to eight Thoufand Men. 
I'he French , in their Accounts, allow that there was the fame Number of 
Battalions, Compaoies, ^ c .  as we have mentioned, but add, that the Re-

• fruits not ha,ving joined them, when the Place was invefted, none ofjJr‘~m— 
were cpmpleat; fo that the Whole amounted to no more fcŷ r̂ '̂ l hou- 
fend five Hundred Men. .

W hat made the Redu6:ion. of D ow ay  of yet more Importance, was, that 
the Chatelenie o i  L ij le , whereof Part was ftill in the Pofleflion of the.Enemy, 
would thereby be wholly in the Power of the billies ; that L ijle  itfelf, with 
Tournay,, and Other Places along the Scheld, and the Lysy as far as 
would be more firmly fecured; and that a Paflage would thereby be opened, 
for tranfporting Neceflaries from that Province  ̂ into A rto is i by Water; 
Ŷ hich would afford a Conveniency for maintaining numerous Garrifons in 
thojfc Parts, and an Opportunity for making farther Progrcfs into the Ene- 
^ny’s Country^

Prepirations PURSUANT, therefore, to the Rcfolution takeni*General Cadogan  was 
for tb t  Siege detach’d, on the Twenty-third o f  A p ril, in the Morning, to poft himfelf 

at Pont a  JRache, or Pont a  R a is , and other Detachments were made, tot 
open the Gommunication, over the L ow er Scarpe, with L ijle , and Tournay^ 
Herein they met with no great Difficulty; the A llies  being already Mafter& 
of M ortaigneii and the Enemy having quitted St. A m and, M archiennes, and 
ĥe Abbey of Hafnon, below D ow ay, and being retired<owards Cam bray, 

upon the News of the Cor^edcrates having paffed the Scarpe, at Vitry. , 
The fame Day, both Armies made a Motion to inveft D ow ay  ; that of 

Frince Eugene extending from V itry, on the Scarpe, to Pont-Oby, or Oppy ; 
and that under the Duke of M arlborough, from the other Side of the Scarpe, 
over-againft V itry, to Pont a  J ia c h e , on the L ow er  Scarpe. The Twenty- 
fourth was fpent in laying Bridges above and Ibelow D ow ay , on the S carpe, 
and the Canal\ vind on the Twenty-fifth, the Befiegers began to work on the 
Lines of Circumvallation. Two Days before, an Exprels was difpatdh’d to 
haften the March of the HeJJians, P alatin es, and other Troops, in order to

join ^
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join the C onfederate Army} and the Deputies of the Province of A rto is  
arrived in the Cannp, to defire the Duke of M arlborough't Proteftion.

On the Twenty-fixth, the Lines of Circumvallation were continued!, and 
t\\e Pruffian  Troops, under the Prince o i  A nhault-D effau , arrived near the 
Camp. About the fame Time, Monfieur Vegelin de Klaerbergen^ Deputy of 
the JJu tch  Council of State, went to Tournay, and LiJlCt to give the necef* 
fary Orders, for the fpeedy tranfporting to the Army, the Forage, Oats, 
and other Provifions, Doth for Man and lHorfe. On the Twenty-fevehth, ai 
Detachment of a Thoufand Foot was fent from the Duke of M arlborotigh'i 
Army, to ftop the Sluices the Enemy had near A r h m ,  which partly lop- 
pjy’d thQ Inundation about D o w n y ; and at the fame Time, another Detach­
ment was fent, to cut the Banks of the Scarpe, between Vitry and Biochty 
that the Water of that River might run into the adjacent Marfties.

On the Twenty-eiglith, the Horfe and Foot of both Armies made fome Motions o/ 
Motions, and the Duke of M arlborough changed his Quarters to the Abbey 
of Flines : The fame Day, likeiv'ife, forty Battalions, and thirty-two Squa­
drons, under the Command of the Princes o f A nhalt, and N affau~ Friezland, 
being defigned for the Service of the Siege, were drawn out and form’d, and 
proper Artillery appointed. •

A b o u t  the lame Time, the Cavalry under Prince Eugene extended them- 
felfes from Oignies, over the Canal of Oby, to B clle-Ferriere, near R ache ; >
whilit the Morfe of the Duke of Marlborough'^ Army pafTed the Scarpe at 
L ela in , and encamp’d with their R ig h t, to the Village of Rach^'^ being fe*

, parated but by a ftiort Interval, from the L e / t  of Princc Eugene^ and extend- 
' ing from thence through the Wood of R ache, to Bouvignies. The Infantry 

made a Motion, alfo, at the fame Time ; that under Prince Eugene tooK 
. ^rom Pont~Oby to  E fquerchien, and from thence to  B rebieres, or B re f-  

Jie res  ; and the F<>ot under the Duke of M arlborough, ftretched from thence, 
through the Villages of S^uincy, and Corbekemy to F ier in , over the Upper 
S carp ei and from thence to D echy, and fV aJieres, near the hovver Scarpe*
The Horfe being thus pofted all together on the Lc/'t of the S carpe, between 

L ijle , that they might fubfift the more conveniently, and for fe- 
curing t̂ Ĥ r C^nv^ys, the Duke of M arlborough thought fit to detach Ma- 
jor-GeneraT^of/)«j^r, and one Thoufand five Hundred Horfe, with Orders 
to take Poft without the Confederate Lines, near Dechy^ and patrole between 
them, Bouchain, and Cam bray, to*watch the Motions of the Enemy on that 
Side.,  ’
* -On the Twenty-ninth, all the Horfe and Dragoons in the Army, affifted 
the Befiegers in making Fafcines; and they went on in perfefting tjie Line 
of Circumvallation, which began at Dechy^ and ended at Pont Oby ; De­
tachments were alfo made for fecuring the March of the Artillery, from 
L ijle  to Tournay.

O n  ,the Thirtieth, the Troops were provided with a good Number of 
Fafcines and Gabions ; and the fame Day the Sluices, which the Enemy 
had broke down on the l l ^ e r  i)ey le , and which the Duke of M arlborough  
had ordered to be repaired, were put into fuch a Condition, as rendered 
the River navigable" as far as O by : This proved of great Service, for the 

'Tranfportation of Forage, Ammunition, and other'Ncceffaries.
On the Firft of N. S. eight Hundred Men were detach’d from The CafMe

Prince Eugene^s Arnty, to attack the Caftle of P ignonvilk , near Fort Scarpe,
which would have annoy’d the Befiegers in their Approaches; and after an ^
Hour’s Refiftance, the Garrifon, confifting of about a hundred Men, fur-

\ rendered Priforiers of War.- The fame Morning, the Duke of M arlborough  
ordered Lieutenant-General Cadogan, to view thfe Plains between Lens, and 
Efquerchien-y and to mark out a.proper Place, for ranging the Army in a 
Line of Battle^ in Cafe the Enemy ftiould attempt to raife the Siege. But 
either through Want of Forage, or other NecelTaries, the French  were not 
yet in a Condition to take the Field ; and the Marfhal d''Jrtagnan ,  ̂ having 

, put moft of his Troops into Garrifons, was retired to Cam bray with th«
} though not without Hopes, that D oiv a j would hold out a fufficient 

I Time,
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Time, to give their Forces an Opportunity to airenible, in order to relieve 
the Tow-n. Neither was this Expe£tation altogether ill-grounded ; for the 
Garr?fon confifted, as we have obferved above, of feventeen Battalions; 
fix Companies of Invalids ; and three Scjuadrons of Dragoons; befides three 
other Battalions in Fort Scarpe ; the whole under the Command o f the brave 
and vigilant General J lb e r g o t t i  : But the Enemy did not expcd to be in­
verted fofoon ; wherefore a great Number of Officers were abfent from their 
refpeftive Pofts, fome of whom were taken, as they endeavoured to get 
into the Place.

Chateau- Qn the Third of M ay, at Break of Day, the Duke of M arlborough, de-
Ltuay ukcn. fach’d a Major-General, and fix Thoufand Men from the Camp, with fix 

Pieces of Cannon, and two H aw bitzers , to attack Chateau-Louay, a little to "
the N orth  of D ow ay, which they took ; and the Garrifon, confifting of two 
Hundred and forty Men, furrendered Prifoners of War. As tHey were 
marching out, fome loofe Powder, which had been fcatter’d oa the Ground, 
happened to take Fire, which reaching fome Barrels of the fame, that ftood 
near, blew feveral Officers and Soldiers, on both Sides.

T h e  neceffary Preparations for the Attack of D ow ay  being made, forty
V Battalions r/ere appointed for that Service, under the Command of the 

}  Prince o f  Anhalt-JbeJfaUj and the Princc of N aj[au-Fi iezlutul, both Generals
^  of the Foot; with four Lieutenant-Generals, viz . the Earl of Orkney, (ge­

neral W ithers, the Prince of H oljtein-Beck, and Count D kona ; who' had 
under them, eight Major-Generals, and as many Brigadiers. French  Hifto- 
rians place the Prince of ^nhauIt-D ejfau, with half of the General Officeray .
under the immediate Command of Prince Eugene and the Prince of N i^uu- *
F riez lan d  with the other half, under the immediate Command of the Duke 
of M arlborough.

T h e  Tren- the Night between the fourth and fifth ofM<?j, N. S. the Trenches
chcs opened were Opened at two Attacks, on the N orth  Side of the Scarpe, between the 
before Do- Gates of Ocre and Efguerchicn, the Reft of the Place being covered by In- 

undations. Four Battalions, and three Thoufand Workmen, were com­
manded for each Attack; and the Work was begun in fuch good Ord«'-̂  tliat. 
the Men were covered, before they were perceived by the-Trown.^fKlch was 

. about Three in the Morning ; and all the Fire the Enemy maue then, had 
no other EfFeft, than to wound one Sergeant, and two private Men, and 
kill one. The Day before, the Redor of the Englijh  College at Doway^ 
having obtained Leave of the Duke of M arlborough to  retire to L/y/^^during 
the Siege, was condufled thither with his Students, to the Num belief 
'i'hreefcore.

A b o u t  the fame Time, the French having fent a Party of a hundred 
Horfe, from Bethune, to get Intelligence of the Army of the .Allies, a Party 
of the C onfederates, which was patroling in the Plains of hcns^ met with -
them, and killing fifteen of them at the firft Difcharge, made the Reft Pri­
foners, with eight Officers, amongft whom were two Captains.

T h« Be- I n  the mean While, the Siege was carric  ̂on, after the ufual Manner, till
ficged make the Ninth of May\ when about Ten at Night, the Befieged, to the Number 
a “Vigorous  ̂Thoufand Foot, moft Grenadiers, and two Hundred Dragoons, made a

vigorous Sally, under the Command of the Duke o f  Montcmur, a Brigadier, .
againft the L e ft  Attack, commanded by the Prince ofNaffau^, put the Work­
men, at firft, into great Diforder, and levelled fome Places of tha Parallel. 
Colonel Sutton'% Regiment, which wb the firft that fupported the Pioneers, 
fuflfered very much, and if we may believe the French A ccou nts, wereijuito 
cut in Pieces; but Major-General M ackartney, .with the othet Regiments in^^ 
the Trenches, coming up to their Relief, the Enemy were repulfed with a ’ 
confiderable Lofs, and purfued to their very Counterfcarp. This Adlion 
was very hot, infomuch, t lat the A llies had above three Hundred Men cither 
killed or wounded j n̂d amongft the latter, Lieutenant-Colonel G lcdhtll, of 

Regimejit; who being taken Prifoner, and carricd into the Town, 
was vi.*ry civilly ufed by the Govertior. French Accounts fay, the A llies   ̂
had above four Hundred killed upon the Sĵ ot. The I.ofs of*the Enern^;

was.
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was, however, far greater i the Damage done to the Parallel, was repaired 
the fame Night.

T h e  Eighth, at Break of Day, a fmall Battery of eight Pieccs of Cannon  ̂A fmall 
and four Mortars being ready, at the Prince of Attack, began to Sconce
play, wkh great Fury againft a little Sconce, in the Morafs, on theJbouth 
of the Town, and foon difmounted it; this proved a very good Piece ot 
Service ; for the Enemy before had from thence greatly ilank’d the R igh t  
of the Approaches, on that Side. The fame Night, the Befieged made a 

 ̂ fmall Sally, on that Side, llkewife, but were repulfed with Lofs. I'he 
large Train- of Artillery, for the Ufe of the Siege, arrived at the Camp on 
the Ninth; and the fame Day, feveral Hundred of Waggons, belonging to 

■'the Army, were fent to Tournay, to bring Ammunition from thence. On 
the Eleventh, a Battery was compleated at each Attackj for twenty-four 
Pieces of Cannon, and eight Mortars. The Approaches were alfo carried 
on, with fuch great Application and Succefs, that, on the I’welfth, the Be- 
fiegers advanced to the firft Ditch, which the Enemy had made fince the Re- 
dudion of Tournay.
• A l l  this While, the Enemy’s Troops began to aflemble in different Bo- Ti.c Kne- 

I dies, near Bcthune, Bapaume, j i r r a s t  C am bray, Landrscy^ and iiehind the
River Somme-y and the Marfhal de Fillarsy whom the French Court had ap- ^
ported to command their Forces in the N etherlands, and who had received, 
at r f fr is ,  the News of the Trenches being opened before D ow ay, arrived at 
Peronne on the Ji'ourteenth of M a y : Upon which a Report was fppead, that he 

I defigned to pafs the Scheld, between Bouchain and LXenain, in order to advance
J towards the Confederates, by the Plain of OJlrcvant, between the beheld  and 

/  the L o w er  Scarpe. Hereupon, Prince Eugene, and the Duke of M arlborough  
went, the Fifteenth in the Morning, to view the Port of jiileu x\  as alfo to 

^ furvey the Ground between that Place and the L ow er Scarpe ; and give Di­
rections for the marking out a Field of Battle, on the Plain towards Valen­
ciennes) in Cafe the J^emy fhould attempt to relieve D ow ay, on that 
Side.

r— . On the Fourteenth, about Six in the Morning, the Batteries o f the Be- 
fiegers**tii^g wpspleated at both Attacks, and mounted with thirty-eighc 
Pieces of\^„.ihon, and thirty-two Mortars and H aiv b itzers , tliey began to 
play with gKeat Fury on the Enemy’s Ont-works; But chiefly on the Prince 
of ^ n h a lfs  Kide; becaufe the Ground on the other Side was fo boggy, that 
they c;puld not carry on the Siege there, with fo much Regularity and 
yigjotir.

On the Seventeenth of M ay  In the Morning, the Befieged made another 
Sally, with nine Companies of Grenadiers, towards the L e ft  of the L e ft  
Attack; but Colonel Prejion , who commanded there, gave them fo warm a 
Reception, that upon the firft firing of his Men, the Enemy retired in great 
Confufion, and left above a Hundred Prifoners.

T h e  Nineteenth, upon Advice that the French Forces were in Motion, 
the Count de F eltz , General of the Im peria l Hcjrfe, and Lieutenant-General 
Cadogan., were detach’d, with four Thoufand Men, towards ; both to 
view that Poft, and the Ground thereabouts, and to get Intelligence of the 
Enemy. When they returned, on the Nineteenth, they reported, that they 
bad feen about f w e n t y S q u a d r o n s ,  under the Cannon of J r r a s \  and 
wcĵ e informed, that all the Infantry in that Place had marched that Morning 
towards Dour^ in their Rout to Peronne. The Twenty-fir ft at Night, the 
Befieged made another Sally on the L e f t ,  wherein feveral Men were killed ^
on both Sides. The Twenty-fecond at Night, the Beftegers on the Prince of 
jinhali'^  Side, attack’d and took a little Horn-work, in the Front of their Ap- A Horn- ,
proflches, with but little Lofs. Work mkcn

N o t w it h s t a n d i n g  their former Difappointment^, the Enemy made 
a fourth Attempt on the Trenches the Twenty-third at Night; but the Be- 
fiegers, ŵ K) had Notice thereof, having killed twenty of their Men, at tiie 
very firft Difcharge, the Reft retired ^vjth Precipitation. The fam; Day, 

i the Marfhal de F ilia rs  advanced, with a large Body of Horfe, towards the
7 R Front
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Front of the C onfederaU  C am p , to take a View thereof j but th e  P i c k e t  
being ordered out, they retired, on their approaching. The Marfhal de 
Ffliars  had fet out on the Thirteenth of M i^ ,  for Peronney. accompany’d by 
the 'Fi etmdcry and the Duke of B oin bm  : He ajrived, the fame Day, at 
tlam bray, where, having met the Duke of B cra iick j Monfieur Rcfons, the, 
Marfhal de M ontcfquioa, and the B av arian  MarfhaJ, Count d^ Jhco , they 
held a grand Council of War j wherein it was refolved, to draw to^'ther 
the French Army immediately, in order to attempt the Relief of Daivay^ 
>^ccordingly, the Marfhal fent ExprefTes to the Reinforcements*
which were commanded to join him from the Upjpsr Rhine, to  march with 
the utmoft Diligence; and having drawn all his Troops together, paffeti 
the Schcld the Twenty-fecond, and encamped^ with his R ights î ear B u t- ' 
chain, and his L e f t  at Ribecour» According to the Marquis dc ^ i u c y s  Ac­
count, the French Army then cor»fifted of or>e Hundred and fifty-three Batta­
lions, and two Hundred and fixty-two Squadrons/

P r i n c e  Eugene, and the Duke of M arlborough, having r̂ eceivod Intelli-
* gence of this Motion of the Enemy’s, found it necefTary to make a new 

Difpofition of all their Forces, except thirty Battalions, which they left at the 
*■ Siege,'andtwelve Squadrons at a Accordingly, the Tw^enty-

!  fourth, all the Cavalry of his Grace’s Army-marched over t h e a n d
returned to their former Camp near Goukffin, or  Goulexjin; and the v.pit 
Pay, the Infantry moved the fame Wayj incamping with the R ig .’̂ t Q\er- 
againfl Vitry^ and th e^ L eff near ^ r/eux. A t the fame Time, Prince Eugens 
made a Motion with his Army, and placed his R ig h t  at Ife  Ics Efquerchien.
In this Situation, they could repair immediately to either of the Fields of  ̂
Battle already marked out j and Roads were made for the Armies to march 
in four Columns, either Way, according to the next Motions the Enemy  ̂
lliould make: And as the Scarpe feparated the two Armies, Bridges were 
laid over that River, in fcreral Places, for the more eafy Communication of 
the T roops.

T h e  main T f l J S  Difpo/ition being made, a Council of War was held, wherein it 
Counter/carp ^,35 concluded, that, in Cafe of a Battle, Prince Eugene ftould command—  

the confifting of Troops; the Duke oi-^M arlbopj^gh  the
L e f t ,  compofed of the E n g li jh ; and Count Tilly  in the Ceni.. J , with the 
Forces in the Pay of the States-G eneral. The fame Morning, ,|ikewife, by 
Break of Day, the Befiegers ftormed, and took the main Coun^erfcarp, on 
the Prince of A nhalt^  Side; and began their Bridges over the Ditch,,to the 
main Breach in the Town-W all: At Night, the Befieged again made a 
but were repulfed with Lofs.

T he fame Day, alfo, u]X>n Advice that the Enemy were in Motion, the 
whole Army was ordered to be in a Readinefs to march. The Twenty- 
iixth, upon Intelligence, that the Enemy had extended their Lirie nearer to ■> 
A rrasy  their L e f t  being within a League of that Place, and their R ig h t  at 
O ify, the C orfederate  Generals juftly concluded, that they had found it im- 
prafticable to attack them on the Side of A r k u x } and that, therefore, their 
Defign was to march into the Plain of Lm%, and try what they could do on 
that Side. Accordingly, the French marched, on the Twenty-eighth, by 
Blangies, A r r a s ,  and Mount S t.E loy . Hereupon, Prince Eugene extended 
the R ig h t  of his Army to H en in -L ietard ; and the Duke of M arlborough  re- 
pafTed the Scarpc, with the R igh t Wing of his Army, incamped very i^ar 
the L e ft  o f the Prince of Savoy, and took up his (garters at Efquerchien, 
This Motion brought the two Armies very near the fl:rong Camp, markerf 
out from Vitry to M ontigny, beyond H e n i n - L i e t a r d having the village of J 
B ois B ern ard  in Front, and that of Beaumont in the R e a r : And for the 
greater Security thereof, broad and deep Intrenchments were thrown up, 
flank’d with Redans ; f'everal Redoubts alfo were erefted, at four Hundred 
Paces Diflance from eadi other; and Cannon drawn from the Lines of Cir- 
cumvayation, were mounted upon-Batteries, whofe Shot crofs’d each other, 
ond corjimanded the whole Extent of - the Camp.

Ov
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On the Tweuty-ei^fech, and Tw^ty-ninth, the French Army pafs’4 the ThcFrmch 
IScarpCj over eight Bridges, between y i  hies, and the Abbey of Avencs \ and makcaShcvir 
tfHcamped with the R ig h t  at R oquelinrm rt, near J t r r a s ,  and cheir L e f t  at 
Af. Eloy-y having the Hi)ls before them. As foon as they had piaffed the \-aus[
S carpe, the Marihal de FiU ars caufed Pow-der and Ball to be diliributcd to his 
Troops, together with Bread for foar Days; hereupon, the X)«ffMnfautry, 
whi’(iti had been left between Vipry and y irku x , on th« other Side of the Scarpe^ 
under the Connnnand of Count Tilly , were ordered, on tl>e Thirtieth in the 
Morning, to join the Duke of Marlborough'% Array; which, by this Time, 
was reinforccd by the PruJ/iaas, P alatin es, and Heffians, and by feveral De­
tachments, that had been recalled. At the fattie Tim?, the C onfederates  
received' Intelligence, that the Marfhal de F illa rs  had pofitive Orders, 
from the 05urt, to fight; that he had harangued the feveral Brigades of his 
Army, and reprefented to them, that Things were come to fuch a Pafs, that 
they muft either conquer or die ; and that \ox their greater Encouragement* 
he had ordered the Chaplains of his Army, to give the Troops a general 
Abfolution. Upon all tbefe Advices, the had groat Reafon to be­
lieve they fhould be attack’d } and the Expc6tation of a ludden Engagement 
increafed greatly, when that Morning, about Eight a-Clock, the Frcnch  
Army decamping from Roquelincaurt, and Mount St. E loy , marched in twelve 
Columns between Frcfne and Leus', and one of their Columns advanced t6 S——
Bh'triv ::urt, with all theif Generals, to view the Situation of the Confcde^ 
ra te  Army. The Marfhals de F illa r s , and ck Mtmtefquiou, were in the Centre  
of the French Army, the Marfhal de B erw ick  on the R ig h t, and the Marfhal 
d ’A rco  on the L e ft . In this Manner they encamped, with their R ig h t  to 
Tanpoux, and their L e f t  at Noyellts, almoft within Cannon-ftiot of the In- 
trenchments of the C otfederates.

U p o n  the Approach of the Enen^, the C onfederate Generals repaired to 
their refpeftive Pofts, and all neceflary Difpofition* were made to receive 
them. The Cannon were j>laced on the Avenues leading to the Camp j 
and the Prince of N affau , with twenty Battalions from the Siege, and ele- 

. ven more, from the Intrenchments between D echy  and F ierin , joined the 
Gran^V^roy; the Marfhal de P illars  did not think his Superiority of 
ten Th'oOT*jiAi‘*^len fufficient to Counterballance the Advantage of the 
Ground, on the Side of the C on federates; wherefore, after having continued 
for fome Time ^ B e r tr ic o u r t , within Muskct-ftnot of tlie Confederate  
he m^fdhed back, and joined the Centre o f  his Army between Lens and F rc fn e: 

lfoV»ade a Motion, foon after, towards his L e ft ,  and encamped between 
Noyelles fotis Lens^ and the Rifing Grounds of <5V. Laurens. Here he held But dart not 
a grand Council of War> with all the General Oflicers j v̂4]o were u n a n i - attempt it. 
moully of Opinion, that i t  was impoffible to force fo formidable an Army,

^ and fo well intrenched, without running the Rifque of lofing that of France.,
The Council being ov£r, the Marftial d i F illars  ordered the G eneral to be 
beat, on the-Fourth of Ju n e ,  in the Middle of the Day j after having been 
four Days in the Prefence ot the j i l l ie s ,  and marched towards A rra s , where 
the Baggage had been left. However, he did not remove above a fmall 
League from the C on federates; pofting his R ig h t upon the Scarpe, near G ar-  
verelLe, h is  Lc/t-tow zrd^ Aunay, und h k  C entre at Telacbe^ TTie Marfhal 
F illa rs  imagined xhe A llies  would have detached fome Troops from their 
fqfrenchments, to attack him in the Rear^ and htid taken all the neceflary 
f  recautions to give uhem a good Reception  ̂ hut the Confederate Generals, 
who, after the Example of that Great Duke of P arm a , A lexander Farnefe^ 

k knew as well how to avoid fighting, as when to engage, were not to be 
r  drawn to an A6tion, when the Enemy feemed to feek it: And as their only 

View then was the Redu£lion of Dovuay, they refoHvednot to employ their 
Forces any ocherwife, than on the Defenfive. Hereupon, the Duke of B er-  
w ick i who had only come to F lan derf-to  be alTiftant to the Marfhal de P il­
la rs , in Cafe erf any Aflionj finding it was impofTtble to tempt the A llies  to 
engage, fet out, foon after, for Court ̂  from whence he went aftejivards to

DauphinC-t
.  fa
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Continua­
tion of the 
Siege of 
D n vay .

T h e  Be- 
ficged make 
two vigorous 
Skillies.

A R avelin  
taken by 
Stoim.

T he  Port 
of Biocbe 
taken by the 
French, but 
abindancJ

Dauphine» to take upon him the Command of the Army, which the King of 
France was to have there.

T h e  C onfederate Generals finding the French durft not attack them, 
rightly judged, that the Marfhal de V illars had no other Delign, than to 
keep them in a continual Alarm, and thereby fpin out the Siege; where­
fore, they thought fit to fend back the Troops, which they had drawn from 
the Siege; and thofe under General F ag c l returned into the Lines, oA'the 
other Side the Scarpe. To prevent, however, any Surprize from the Ene­
my, Orders were given to join the feveral Redoubts made before the Front  
of the Camp, by an Intrenchment, which reach’d from M ontigny, at the Ex­
tremity of the R ig h t  of Prince Eugene's Army, to F itry , on the Scarpe. 
On the other Hand, Count Vehhn, General of the P alatin es, was fent with 
a Detachment of eight Battalions, and ten Squadrons, to fecure the Poft of 
P ont a  Vendin, and hinder the Enemy from fending any Parties into the 
Chatelenie of L ijle .

T h e  Communication between that City a n d L ifle  being thus fecured, the 
Siege of Doiuay, which had been retarded by all thefe Motions, was car­
ried on with all polTible Application and Vigour; notwithftanding all the 
Obftacles the -Allies met with in their Approaches, both by Realon of the 
Difficulties of the Ground, and the refolute Defence of the Garrifon. On 
the Twenty-ninth of Ma^» the Befieged made another Sally on R ig h t  
Attack, and penctrated* înto the Trenches; but they were repulfed,*r.ftf;r a 
bloody Conflid, with the Lofs of about an Hundred Men, and twenty-five 
Officers. They fent then to defire a Ceflation of Arms, for burying the _  
Dead; but upon a Sufpicion, that their chief Defign was to make ufe of 
that Interval to perfeft fome Works, their Requeft was denied.' On the 
Thirtieth, a Party of the Garrifon of F o rt  Scatpe made a Sally, and ad­
vanced towards Pont a  R ache, with intent to have intercepted the Bread- 
IWaggons of the j e l l i e s ; but Colonel C aldw ell, who commanded there, with 
three Hundred Dragoons, vigoroully repulfed them, notwithftanding he 
had the Misfortune to be wounded, in the Purfuitj in one of his Arms. On 
ttie laft of M ay, the Garrifon of the Town made another vigorous Sally ; . 
but the Villages of D echy, Sains, N a z ieres , F ieren , and F-^^t a  R a ^ \  and 
having taken Part of General FagePs Equipage, which he D echy,
returned into the Town with it, and a great Number of Cattle-

T h e  Befieged ftill went on in defending their Out-works, with the utmofl: 
Obftinacy; making frequent Sallies, and fpringing a great Number of 
Mines: Notwithftanding all this, on the Fifth of Ju t ie , the Con/ede'fut^si 
made two Lodgments, on the G lacis of the Count erfcarp^ at the R ig h t  
Attack; as alio Lodgments on the R ights and on the Le/'t of the 
L e f t  Attack of the Counterjcarp of the R avelins, and fired with great Fury 
from the Batteries of Cannon, and Mortars, to drive the Enemy from their 
Traverfes. Neverthelefs, in the Night between the Fourteenth and Fif­
teenth, the Befiegers perfefted a Lodgment on the Covered f f a y ,  at the 
R ig h t  Attack; and repaired the Damage their Works had received at the 
L ey t, by the prodigious Number of Bombs, which the Enemy had thrown 
into them. On the Sixteenth, at Four in the Morning, the Befiegers began 
to fire from a Battery of feven Pieces of Cannon, againft the R avelins, and 
made a Line of Communication at the L e f t  Attack. The farr\e Night, they, 
likewife, fprung two Mines at the R ig h t A tta ck , with fo much Succefs, that 
the Enemy abandoned all their Places of Arms, and the Befiegers made' a 
Lodgment at both the Attacks.

On the Seventeenth, they ftormed a high R avelin , which had very much 
obllru£Ved their Advances towards the main Breach \ and carried it with very 
little Lofs. This done, they brought feveral Pieccs of Cannon upon their 
Batteries, and fired with fuch good Succefs, that the Breaches in the R a v e­
lins were judged wide enough to be ilormed.

A t  the fanie l  ime, the Duke of 'Marlborough fufpedling that the French  
would jjttempt to fci^e the Poft of, Bioche, on the S ca tp e , about half a 
Leagucflfrom F itry , went thither in Perfon, with Count T illy , and Reinforced
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the Troops pofted there, with eighty Men j giving pofitive Orders to the 
commanding Officer, to defend himfelf to the laft Extremity, and afTuring 
him, he fhould be fupportcd in Time; Notwithftanding which, either out 
of Cowardice, or Treachery, he furrendered the Place, that very Night, 
about^Nine, upon the Approach of the Enemy; and two Captains, with 
as many Lieutenants, and Enfigns, and a Hundred and lifty Men, were taken 
Prifoners. However, the Frcnch rightly judging, that they fliould never be 
able to maintain that Port, abandoned it the next Morning early, after 
having done fome Damage to the Sluice; which the A llies  foon repaired, 
upon their taking Pofreflion thereof again.

T he fame Morning, the Generals ot the French A rm y  went, with about two A n Inter- 
Hundred Officers, to take a Viewof.the Inundation made by the Allies^ on the 
other Side the Scarpe^ between that River and Bouchain : And the heredi- Hereditary 
tary Prince of HeJJc-Cqffel happening to be there, the Marfhal de P'Hlars Prince ot 
fent to know, whether his Highnefs would give him Leave to pay his Re- Hrfft-CaJJilf 
foefts to him ? The Prince readily gave his Confent, and advancing, with dc
fome Officers, to meet the Marlhal, told him, he was very glacf of the yuiart 
Opportunity of being acquainted with him; Hereupon, they exchanged di­
vers Compliments, and Monfieur d cF illa rs  prefented the Marflials de Berivicky
deyMontefquiou, and d'A rco, with the Duke of Bourhon, and the PrcU^i^cr,, _
to .hfTr îighnefs. Upon his presenting the latter to him, he faid to the 
Prince, This is the Chevalier de St. George, and added, with a Smile, Toit 
know . Sir, w ell enough who he is. After this, Monfieur deV illars  obferving fix 

j  Squadrons of Horfe drawn up pretty near, asked his Highnefs why they were 
there; and being anfwered, that it was in Refpeft, and Civility to him, he 
reply’d ; that he was very well acquainted with thofe Troops, and alfo with 
their Gallantry. The M a r fh a l  then invited his  Highnefs to come to h is  
Camp, and honour h im  with h is  Company at Dinner ; adding, that h e  
w o u ld  command his Army to their Arms, and entertain h is  Highnefs with 
the Sight of i t ; but the Prince anfwered, that he could not accept of h is  
Compument at prefent, but that another Opportunity might offer, when he 
fhoulab^ g1ad>.  ̂i t ; adding. T hat it  defended  on the K ing  o f  France alone^ 

jhortly  to f fo c u r e  the fam e. Hereupon, they parted, with mutual Civili­
t ie s ,  th e  Prince returning to his Poft, and the French Generals to their 
Camp.

Tjie, Duke of M arlborough, and Prince Eugene, thought themfelves, by 
Tiibc, pretty well affured, that the French would not Venture to attack 

them, in their advantageous Pofl: j but they had fome Reafon to believe, 
they intended to continue in their Camp, between Montauhan, and Noyclles- 
fo u s -L en s ; though it were only to keep the Confederates in a conftant Alarm ;

' efpecially as they had thrown up Intrenchments to cover their L e ft . How­
ever, having fufered very much there, for want of Water, they made a 
Motion, on the Fourth v̂  ̂ Ju n e , about a League backwards, and encamped 
with their R ig h t oxFam p'ux, and their L .e ft at Mount Vimin-, where they 
confumed all the Forage in the Neighbourhbod of j 4rras.

As the Garrifon of D ow ay  continued ftill to defend themfelves, with the Dcwaycon- 
utmofl Obltinacy, V im ce Eugene, that he might not be an idle Speftator of|^"“®*̂ ° 
the Siege, formed a Defign to furprize T p res : He confidered, that the '
^)nemy, when they affembled their Army, had reinforced it by many fence; up- 
Troops drawn out of the Frontier Towns; and that having thereby v e r y  on which, 
much weakened the Garrifons in thofe Places, the Attempt might be very 

: feafible: He fent, therefore, a Detachment from the Army for that Purpofe, *
on Pretence of reinforcing the Pofls of JVarneton^ and Ccmi?ies, and flreng-furprize 
thening the Garrifons of L ijle  M enin. The Troops appointed to put »!'hich
this Defign in Execution, marched from thofe Places the Ninth of Ju n e ,  at .
Nighr. About Two in the Morning; the advanced Party, who were to have 
fecured the Gate, had it opened to them, as had been before concerted; 
but they found the Enemy within fo ready to receive them,!that they 
thought it befl to retire, and the whole Detachment returned tb theii for- 
*Tier Pofts. On the Twelfth, the Duke of M arlborough  reviewed the B ritifh  
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Horfe, and Dragoons, which he found compleat, and in excellent good 
Condition.

By the Sixteenth o i  JuM y  theCovfederate'Txoo'p%  before D ow ay  had lodged 
themfelves on the Cover''d-JVay^ at both Attacks; obliged the Enemy to 
abandon all their PAzcfj o f  A rm s \ and made the necelFary Difpofitioi;is^/br 
ftorming the R avelin  ; upon which, the Befieged made feveral Signals of 
Diftrefs. ’1 he Marftial de F l ia r s ,  having Intelligence thereof, again gave 
out, that he was refolved to attack the Confederates, in order to relieve 
D ow ay : And to make this Pretence pafs mufter the better, he again crofs’d 
the Scarpe, near A rras-, on the Seventeenth; and returned to the Camp he 
was in the Twenty-eighth of M ay \ with his towards ^/Tjj,®and his 
R ig h t  towards Oify, near A rk u x . This Report, however, appeared very 
improbable ; not only becaufc the Duke of B erw ick , who had come to the 
French Army, on purpofe to be alfillant to the Marfhal, as we obferved 
above, in cafe of an Aftion, had left it fuddenly, in order to repair to 
D auphine ; but alfo becaufe the Marfhal had detach’d feveral Battalions, to 
reinforce the Garrifons of thofe Places, which were moft likely to be ex- 
pofed to the Attempts of the C onfederates, after the Redu£tion of D o w a y .

. However, the Duke of M arlborough, with his ufual Vigilance, in order to
■ be feady at all Events, caufed his Horfe to decamp the fame Evening ; a'̂ d

having pafled the Scarpe, at F itry , took PofTelTiori of the Camp tk̂ _̂ vhad 
been in before, between Vitry and J t  letex. They were followed, the next 
Morning, by the Infantry ; but Prince Eugene ftaid on the other Side of the -  
S carpe, to guard the Intrenchments; he was ready, neverthelefs, to have 1 
joined his Grace, upon the firft Motion of the Enemy.

Two Rave- A l l  Things being prepared, as we have obferved above, to ftorm the 
/mftormcd, two R avelins at the L e ft  Attack, the Troops, commanded for that Service, 

er P̂ >'fô rned it with Abundance of Bravery ; but met with fo vigorous a Re- 
at̂ obftinatc fiftance, that great Numbers of Men were killed on both Sides. At laft, 
Rcfiftance. the Befiegers took Poft on the R avelin  o f  Earth, above the Breach on the 

Rampart; but at the other Ravelin^ which was of Stone-work, they could 
not lodge themfelves any farther, than on the Top of the"S^ach j, Xnd the 
Miners found it very difficult to work there, by Reafon of levcral Wool- 
Packs that were fet on Fire, and caufed an intolerable Smother and Stench, 
by the fpringing of fix Mines; v iz . three Fougadesy two large Mines, and 
one at the R avelin  on the R ig h ts  whereby many of the Confcderates,^^cxQ 
blown up. ‘ ' *■ V

T h e  Twenty-fecond, at Night, a Detachment of the Befiegers, fupported 
another from the Grand Army, opened the Trenches before F ort Scarpe, 

The fame Evening, the Befieged fprung two Mines, at the Stone R avelin , 
on the L e f t ; which was fo far from doing any Detriment, that it proved of 
y^dvantage to th(f Befiegers; becaufe it gave them an Opportunity to make a 
good Lodgment there, which they perfected the next Night. 'I'he Be­
fiegers then,went on in enlargina; their Lodgments, carrying on their Saps, 
and laying of Bridges, till the Twenty-fourth of J u n e ,  about Three in the 
Morning ; when all the Difpofitions being made the Night before, for at­
tacking the two R avelins, at the R ig h t Attack, the Prince of A nhalt or­
dered them to be flormed. This Attack proved lefs bloody, and more fuc- 
cefsful than the former ; for after a frnall Refiflance, the A llies  lodg’d rhei ,̂- 
felves on both thofe ; and began, in the Night, to fill up the main
Ditch, and to make Galleries over it.

T h i n g s  being thus brought to the lafl Extremity, on the Twenty-fifth 
of Ju n e , at Two a-Clock in the Afternoon, the Garrifon of D ow ay  thought 

T h e  Car- fit to beat a Parley; and offered to capitulate for the Town only, without 
rifon of D o. including F ort Scarpe, but this was refufed. After a little farther ConfuUa- 

“ tion, therefore, they fent out the following Hofbges to the two Attacks: 
Monfieur de Valory, a Major-General, with a Colonel, and Lieutenant- 
Coloncl,j,to the Prince of A n h a lt ’, who5 in return, fent into the Town Maj^r- 
(jeneral du Trouffcl, Colonel Beveren, and Lieutenant-Colonel M orew itz  
and Monfieur a Major-General, with a Colonel, and Lieutenam-

b Colonel,
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Colonel, to the Prince of N ajfaut at the other Attack; in Exchange for 
which, his Highnefs fent into the Town Major-General li^ajjcnaer, with a 
Colonel, and Lieutenant-Colonel, of the Troops that were in the Trenches.

T h e  French  were immediately conduced to the Quarters of the Duke of 
M arlborough, where they were again told, that no Capitulation Ihould be 
granted to the Town, without including F ort Scarpe. Hereupon, they wrote 
to Monfieur j i lh e r g o t t i; and, in the . mean Time, Orders were given to the 
Troops in tlie Trenches, to hold themfclves in a Rcadinefs, to renew the 
Hottiiities, upon the firft Order j but the Twenty-fixth, in the Morning,
Monfieu| A lhctgotti gave Notice, that he was willing to furrender that Fort, 
at the fame Time with the Town, but that the fame not having been at-' 
tack’d, he demanded, as his Right, to remove all the Provifions and Ammu­
nition that were therein. Xbis Pretenfion occafioned a Conference, in the 
Quarters of Prince Eugene of S av oy ; and at laft, the Capitulation for the 
Town and Fort was agreed on, by Prince Eugene, the Duke of M arlborough, 
and the Field-Deputies of the S tates, on one Paitj and MouHicMT ^ Ib erg o tti  
on the other : The Articles were as follows.

•
I .  T h a t  the Popijh  Religion fliould continue there, without Altera*

“ jon.  ̂ tdation
« ‘̂ ^^TnAT the Gate of M orel fliould be delivered up, the Twenty-*

“  feventh of Ju n e ,  to die A llies, and the Garrifon fliould march out the
•** Twenty-ninth.

3. T h a t  thete fliould be a Ceffation of Arms during that Time.
4. “  T h a t  none of the A llies  fliould come into the Tow n till the 

“  Twenty-ninth.
5. “  T h a t  all Officers, both Military, and Civil, fliould march out the 

“ Twenty-ninth, with the ufual Marks of Honour, fix Cannon, two Mortar*
“  Pieces, and two Days Provifion} and fliould be conducted to Cam bray.

6. “  T h at  all the French King’s Servants fliould be allowed either to 
** march out, or to flay three Months to fettle their Affairs.

7. “ tiie^//;ej fhould furnifh a Hundred Waggons, and fix Hun-
** dred H^fes, for the Ufe of the Garrifon.

8. “  T h a t  the Sick and Wounded fhould be allowed to ftay where they 
were, till cured, and fhould be furniflied with Carriages when they went

•* our. •
“  T h a t  the Garrifon fhould have fix cover’d Waggons, which fhould 

“  not be vifited.
1 o. “ T h a t  no Soldier fhould be taken oHt o f his Rank, as he marched 
out, except he were a Deferteri but that any that pleafed might enter 
into the Scrvice o f  the A llies,
I I. “  T h at  no Man, in the French King’s Service, fhould have his Per- 

“  fon, or Goods, arreflcd for Debt, provided he ^gave good Security for 
“ paying it. <

12. “ T hat  the Garrifon fhould carry out what Cattle they had paid 
** for.

13. ** T h a t  the Wives and Children of the Frcnch Officers, fhould be al- 
“ '̂‘'Jowcd to ft:iy three Months in the City, and fhould have PafTports

14. “  T h a t  thofe who belonged to the King’s Wofks, fhould have the 
" fame Liberty.

 ̂ i5« T h a t  for fuch Houfes as had been burnt, or pull’d down by the
“ Garrifon, the Damages fhould be fettled, according to the Capitulation 
“ of L ijle . ,

16. “ T hat  no Horfes taken % Parties, and fold to theTownfmen,
** fhould be taken from them.

17. “ T h a t  all Arms, Clothes, an  ̂other Things belonging to the G ar-  
rifon, fliould be fent, in two Months, whither they thought fit, without 
paying for any Thing but Carriage.
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' t 8. "  T h a t  none of the King’s Servants ftiould be detained for his 
Debts, provided they left Hoftages.
19. “ T h a t  upon delivering up the Gate, the Governor fhcfuld have 

“ Pairports for fuch Couriers, as he Ihould have a Mind to fend to the Mar- .
flial de V illars, or the King his Marter.
2 0 .  “  T h a t  the Hoftages, on both Sides, ftiould be exchanged, on^ful- 

** filling this Capitulation.
2 1 .  “  T h a t  the Magiftrates, and Burghers, ftiould give an Account of 

“ all Bonds from the Garrifon to them.
2 2 .  T h a t  the Inhabitants ftiould have Liberty to ftay three Months, 
or to go where they pleafed with their Effe£ts.
2 3 .  “  T h a t  all Officers, and Soldiers, taken on both Sides, ftiould be 
exchanged with thofe of their own Rank, and an Equivalent given for

“ Lieutenant G kd h ill, who was to be exchanged for Colonel M ark .
24. “ T h a t  what belongs to the Univerlity, Colleges, School, Magi- 

“ ftrates. Revenues, ftiould be given an Account of by the C itiz en s ;
as alfo of what belonged to Monneur HuJUn’̂  Manufafture. Belides, ic 
was demavided by the ^lliesy  and agreed, that Commiffiry Bermont ftiould 
remain a Hoftage for the King’s Debts, and the Magazines and Mines 

“  ftiould be delivered up : That thofe who had any Effefts in Fraf^fe,
”  ftiould have Liberty to go and look after them, and all PrifonefT nn '̂ge- 
** neral ftiould be given up on both Sides: And that the Garrifon of F ort  

Scarpe ftiould march out at the fame Time, with two Cannon, as many  ̂
** cover’d Waggons, twenty others, two Days Provifion, and leave their 
" Muskets in the Magazine.”

T heju ftE n . PU R SU A N T  to this Capitulation, the M orel-G atc, and the Out-Works of 
comium of F ort Scarpe, were delivered up to the Confederates, on the Twenty-feventh 
ror °  N. S. and Commiflaries were appointed to take Poftefiion of the
Garrifon/ Magazines, and to view the Mines, which were to be difcovered by the 

Garrifon. Thus was D ow ay  taken, after a moft obftinate Defence; and it 
muft be obferved, to the Honour of the Governor the Gar­
rifon, that it was defended as bravely as it was attack’d; and that he did not 
offer to beat a Parley, till fifty Days after the opening of the Trenches; and 
that he only furrendered then, that he might not facrifice the Remainder of 
thofe brave Fellows, vî ho had feconded hin  ̂ fo gallantly, in thii'^y-two 
Sallies he made during the Siege, wherein he had above three Thoui'jtii^—̂ 
Men killed. The A llies  had abtf>ut eight Thoufand either killed or 
wounded.

T h e  brave Marquis d"A lhergotti was entertained the fame Day, by the 
Prince of Najj'au-Friezlqnd^ as he was the Twenty-ninth by the Duke ot > 
Marlborough^ who gave an Account of this important Conqueft to the States- 
G enerah  in the foUcnving Letter.

H i g h  and  M i g h t y  L o r d s ,

** Y o u r  H igh  M ightinejfes will, I hope, be pleafed to allow me the Ho- 
“  nour to congratulate you upon the Surrender of the City o f  D ow ay , and 
"  alfo of F o rt  S carpe, according to the Articles which your H igh M igm i-  
"  nejfes will receive from your Deputies. It were to be wiftied, that this 
" new Conquefi, with which it has pleafed G o d  to blefs the Anns of the 

A llies , would induce France to conclude a juft and reafonable Peace, to g 
the Tranquility of E urope. I am, with very great Refpect,

From  the Camp before H i G H  and M i g h T Y  L o r d s ,

Doway, June 27, Tour High Mighfinefles
171 o, , M ofi H um ble, and- mofi

 ̂ Obedient Servant,

The P rin ce, and D uke o/MARLBOROua^
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On the Twenty-ninth In the Morning, the Marquis d'A lberg otti came 
out of D ow ay, at the He;ul of his Garrifon, which was reduccd to four 
Thoufand five Hundred and twenty-feven effedlive Men ; and having palTed 
by Prince Eugenty and the Duke of Marlborough^ marched to fome Diftance, 
and then came back, and ftaid with them till all his Troops were gone 
off. He then dined with the Duke of M arlborough, as w'c obferved before j 
whiHll^done, he follow^ed his Garrifon, who were conduced to C am bray, un­
der an E fcortc  of two Hundred and fifty D utch  Horfe, of St. Gravenmoer^& 
Regiment. As foon as the Frcm h  were departed, one Saxon, and five D utch  
Battalions, marched into the Place; of which Lieutenant-General Hompefch 
took Pofleflion as Governor; as did Brigadier dcs Roquesj Engineer-General 
to the S tates, of F ort Scarpe, at the fame Time, having been anointed  
Commandant thereof. The Generals going afterwards into the City, to 
view it, found therein forty Pieces of Brafs Cannon, two Hundred Iron ones, 
eight Mortar-Pieces, and a good Quantity of Ammunition and Small Arms; 
but a very fmall Store of Provifions.

T h e  next Day, Prince Eugene, and the Duke of M arlborough, with the 
Deputies of the Stated-General, went into the Town, in order to take a fe- 
cond View thereof, and were met by thq Univerfity in a Body, }ind compli­
mented feverally. That to the Duke of M arlborough  was made by Menire 
Jd ^ ia n  D elcourt, Chancellor of the Univeriity, and Provoft of St. P iter's  
Cotkg-Sfc and was as follows.

M y  L o r d ,

W e come to aflure ybur Highnefs of our moft huirible Rcfpefts, ahd Compliment 
“ of the inviolable Fidelity we ihall obferve towards our l^ew S o v e r e i g n * ,  of tl̂ e Uni- 

’Tis with much Pleafure, and Juftice, that we pay you our D evoirs. We ^^Ijtorhe 
** can never fufficiently revere a Sovereign Prince ot the E m pire, a Duke, Uukc of 

a GeneralfJ/imo of the Armies of G rea t B r ita in , and a H ero, whofe Vi£to- Marlbsmgh 
ries and Conquefts have aftonifhed the Univerfe. Germany, and the L o w -  
Countries, my Lord, are the Eye-witnefles of your Hcroick Aftions. You 
have-.beaten^your Enemies at H ochjlet, at R am illies, at Oudenarde, and 

“ at Blat^egnYes ; you have forced the Lines in Germany, which feemed im- 
** penetrable; and you have entered others in B raban t, by an extraordinary 

Piece of Conduft, in view of a powerful Army, who gained nothing 
th^eby but Confufion. You have conquered the Biflioprick of L ie g e ,

»«^ îte Spanijh Guelderland, B raban t, F landers, and Part of H ainault. You 
on from Conqueft to Conqueft; and the leaft Step you advance far- 

mer, y o u  fubdue a whole Kingdom. We do not compare you, my Lord,
“  to the H eroes of Antiquity, whofe great Aftions were fully’d by all forts 

’ « or Vices; you are in H ero, Wife,l'emperate, Juft, Affable, Generous, and 
equally averfe to Cruelty and Debauchery. It is no Wonder then, that 
the Em peror has created you a Prince of the E m p ir e ; that the S^een of 

** G reat B r ita in  has advanced you to the higheft Honours, and crowned you 
with repeated Favours; that the P arlian kn t have given you all manner 
of Proofs of their Efteem and AfFeftion; and that the French themfelves,

“  on a thoufand Occafions, have founded forth your Praifes. We might be 
“ expofed, i;i a PvCvolution, to fome Storms, inconfiftent with the Peace 

and Tranquility, which are fo abfolutely neceffary to make the Scienccs 
flourifli. But we fhall have no Reafon to have any uneafy Apprehen- 
fions, if you will be pleafed to grant us the Favour we moft humb^ re- 
queft of you, which is your Proteftion. We fhall be infinitely obliged 

" to you for it, my Lord, and we will offer up our Prayers to G o d ,  for the 
“ Queen G reat B r ita in , for your Highnefs, and for the happy Iffue of all 
“ your Enterprizes.” • ■

To this handfome Speech, his Grace was pleafed to give the following 
Anfwer. *

7 T ^ G e n t l e -
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G e n t l e m e n ,

His Grace’s ** YouR Obedience to your new Sovereign, will render you aflured of the 
Anfwer. it Proteftion of the ^ e e n  my Miftrefs, and of her Hi^h A llies i and yoir 

no Reafon to queftion, but that, on all Occafions, I will do you all the 
good Offices in my Power, to procure you all the Advantages whiph can 
be of any Ufe to you, and which may be anfwerable to your beft W’lfhes;

‘‘ fince the A llies  have only taken up Arms, to re-eftablilh the publick Tran- 
'  quility, and the Sciences mull flourilh of Courfe, by the Return of Peace,
' which they ardently court and defire.”

T he fame Gentleman made a Compliment of the fame Nature to Prince 
Eugene, as did the Sieur Lav/-Profe(Tor, to the Deputies of the
States.

T h e  Reduftion of this important Place, undoubtedly, coft the A llies very 
dear, but becaufe the Frcnch Writers, who are generally given to  Romancing, 
magnify’d their Lofs greatly, the Confederates publilh’d the enfuing L i/L

An exa£̂ ; of the Killed and. Wounded  ̂ on the Side of the Confede­
rates, at the'Siege of D ow  ay.

Lofs of the T h r e e  Lieutenant-Colonds; as many Majors; twenty-three j
thirty-five Subalterns j one Hundred Sergeants; and one Thoufand eight 

D^ay. Hundred and ninety-nine private Men killed : Two Lieutenant-Colo­
nels ; four Majors; fifty Captains; one Hundred and fifty-two Subalterns ; < 
two Hundred and forty-nine Sergeants; five Thoufand two Hundred and fixty- 
feven private Men wounded. Of the Artillery, fifty-four killed, and ninety- 
fix wounded ; Engineers thirteen killed, and thirty-three wounded ; Miners 
twelve killed, and as many wounded. Total killed at both Attacks, two 
Thoufand one Hundred and forty-two Officers and Men ; and five Thoufand 
eight Hundred and fixty-five wounded ; in all eight Hundred Officers and 
Men; which the French, and efpecially the Marquis de ^ in r y ,  with his 
ufual Modeft^ and Veracity, magnify to twelve or thirteen Thoufand. 
T h e  E nglijh , in particular, loil, o f Lieutenant-General Pvegiment;
three Sergeants, and ninety-one private Men killed ; one Major, two Cap­
tains, eight Subalterns, ten Sergeants, and one Hundred ninety-feven com­
mon Soldiers wounded. Of M ordaunf%  Regiment; one Subaltern, feven 
Sergeants, and forty-two private Men killed ; and two Captains, five 
terns, nine Sergeants, and one Hundred and feventy-three Soldiers woundedr^ 
O iS ah in e'i Regiment; one Captain, one Subaltern, five Sergeants, and f(lity- 
nine private Men killed ; and two Captains, feven Subalterns, ten Sergeants, 
one Hundred thirty-feven Soldiers wounded. Of P rim rofe^  Regiment; one . 
Captain, fix Sergeants, and twenty-nine private Men killed ; and two Cap­
tains, /even Subalterns, fix Sergeants, and one Hundred forty-two Soldiers 
wounded. Of PreJ^on's Regiment; one Captain, three Sergeants, and forty- 
feven private Men killed ; and one Captain, five Subaltcrnj, eleven Ser­
geants, and one Hundred feventy-five Soldiers wounded. Of Hamilto?i's 
Regiment; one Subaltern, fix Sergeants, and feventy-five Soldiers killed, 
and two Captains, three Subalterns, five Sergeants, and one Hundred and 
twenty Soldiers wounded. Of Sutton'^ Regiment; one Major, three Cajp̂ '̂

 ̂ tains, one Subaltern, and one Hundred and ten private Men killed ; and
one Licutenanr-Colonel, three"^aptains, four Subalterns, nine Sergeants, 
and one Hundred and tour Soldiers wounded. Of Honeyivood\ Regiment; 
two Subalterns, eight Sergeants, and feventy private Men killed ; and three 
Captains, as many Subalterns, fix Sergeants, and one Hundred and fixty- 
four Soldiers wounded. Total of the Engfijhmen killed five Hundred and 
feventy, and one Thoufand three Hundred and thirty nine wounded.

T he foillowing Medal was ftruck or) Occafion of the AHcs entering the 
Ftench  Liijies, and on the Reduftion o i  D ow  ay.
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On the Face the ^ e e n \  Bujfo^ with a Crown of Laurel, and this In-A Medal
fcription : S.®"r

* JRedi'dtioa o f

A N N A  J^ugujia, That is, J n n e  th e  Auguft.

On the R ev erfe , was reprefented a Monumental P i l la r , with Trophies, on 
which F iB ory  hangs a Shield, crown’d with a M u ra l C row n, wherein are 
infcribed theie Words Salus P rov in cia  ; that is, the Safety  o f  the P ro v in ce :
A t a Diftance is a M an unarmed^ and flyitig before  a  H'oman arm ed  w ith  a  
S p ear, Shield , and Helm et, like P a l la i ,  and meant to reprcfent the ;
with this Infcription :

Vallo Gallorum D iru to . That is. The Lines of the Fre?ich being levell’d.

In the Exergue }
E t  D uaco Capto. M.DCC.X. That is, and taken 1710.

T h e  C onfederate Armies continued few Days in their i^fpeftiva Camps, Motions of 
near D ow ay  ; both to give fome Rcfrefhment to the Men employ’d in the Conftdt- 
Siege, and to fee the Trenches and other Works levell’d ; this done, on the 
7̂ epth of Juney  N. S. in the Morning, all the detach’d Troops being coi^ e  
int^j^fs, Line, both Armies march’d from before D o w a y ; and that under 
the Command of the Duke of M arlborough  encampM at Vitry, with their 
L e ft  at M ontauban, and their R ig h t at Telu j whiltt that under the Conduft 
of Prince Eugene, (flttcnded from the L e ft  at Telu, to the R ig h t at the open­
ing of the Plain, between thor Scatpe, and the Souchcts. There they were 
obliged to halt the next Day, till their Baggage and Bread-Waggons came 
up ; which had been kept behind by the Badnefs of the Roads, caufed by 
the hard Rains, which had fallen for feveral Days fucceffively.

O n  the Twelfth, the Armies moved from F itry , to the Camp a.tP'illers- 
Brulin , extending from the R ig h t, upon the Source of the L a v e , to the 
Souchets, and having the Scarpe before them. By this Situation, their Par­
ties had a free and open Range, to make Excurfions into the Enemies Coun­
try, from th c  'Boulounois to P icardy . The Marfhal de F illa rs , having 
been rejoined, by the Detachments he had fent out, under the Command 
of the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, and Monlieur de B roglio, and having drawn 
out the Garrifon^ of Conde, ^ e fn o y , Valencicnnesy and Combrayy now would 
ham ^een the Time for him to have hazarded an Engagement, had he been 

t̂ *T̂ rtond of Fighting, as he pretended to be fix Weeks before ; But, inftead 
of expcfting the Confederates in his Camp, between ^ r r a s ,  and Oify, he re­
tired behind his new Lines, from j 4r ra s , above the Crinchm , towards M ira -  

^mont. The Defign of the Confederates was to have march’d to ^ r r a s ,  and 
to have befieged i t ; after which, nothing could have prevented their pene­
trating to the "Heart of France, by P icardy  : But this Situation of the Mar­
fhal dc F illars , who faw their Intent, rendering it impra£licable for the 
A llies  either to inveft that Place, or to attack* the Enemy, Prince Eugene, 
and the Duke of Marlboroughy refolved to employ their vi£torious Troops, 
in the Siege of Bethune, a ftrong I'own in the Earldom of A r to is : Accord- 
ingly, it was invefted the Fifteenth of ̂ uly, N. S. by twenty-five Battalions, 
ffC eighteen Squadrons.

T H I S  Place, which is one of the moft confiderable in the Earldom of Bethune in- ' 
A rto is , is fix Leagues diftant from L ijle , and D ow ay, and five from A rras , veftod.
It fell into the Heads of France in 1645 ; fince which Time, L ew is  XIV. had 
been of a confiderable Expence on its Fortifications. It had, when the A llies  
befieged it, fix Baftions ; an old Caftle, feveral Ravelins, and Half-Moons, 
and almoft every where a double Gounterfcarp. Monfieur de Puy Fauhany a 
Lieufenant-General, and Nephew to the famous Marihul, and Engineer,
Monfieur de .Fauban, commanded the Garrifon, which confifted of nine 
I'liouflind Men ; for the Marfhal de l i l l a r s ,  having pafTed the Scathe, the 

\ Eleventh of Ju n e , with Intent to cover P icardy , had thrown Rdnforce- 
« ments
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ments into Aircy Bcthune-, Sc. Vcnantt and T prei, which he Icfc to rely upon 
their own Strength, whilft he went and covered Cam bray on one Side, and 
A rraSt and St. Omers^ on the other. It is pretended, however, that Bethune 
was not fo well provided with other NecelTaries for its Defencc, as with 
Men.

T h e  Tren- Al.L the Preparations that were requifite, having been made for this Siege, 
cl>es opened the Trenches were opened, between the Twenty-third and Twcnty-f^rth, 

at one Attack, and on the Twcnty-feventh at Night, at the other; the latter 
under the Command of Monfieur Schuylemburghi General of the Saxon 
Troops; and the former, under the Direftion of B a r o n G e n e r a l  of 
the D utch  Infantry. They had under them, the Lieutenat-Generals P a l-  
landt auA Fifig\  the Major-Generals Primrofe^ Crone, Vertmulkr', and,f7- 
coufe-y as alfo four Brigadiers. Lieutenant-General ff'"ood commanded the Ca­
valry. We (hall not trouble our Readers with a particular Detail of this 
Siege, which was not attended with any very remarkable Circumrtances; 
wherefore, wc fhall only take Notice of themoft Material.

O n  the Twen||^-fourth, the Garrifon made a vigorous Sally, and a Difpute 
enfucd, wherein about a hundred Men were killed on each Side, and a great 
many wounded. On the T-hirty-firft, or, as Monfieur Roitffet fays, on the 
TJiirticth the Works were fufpended for twenty-four Hours, by Reafon of 
a 'Motion made by the Marlhal dc ViUars, After having made a geniral 
Review of all his Forces on the Twenty-feventh, he ordered therrt'/^^J^he 
Thirtieth, to march out of their Intrenchments, behind the Crinchon, and to 
advance in eight Columns, as far as H abar\  which is\wthin a fmall League 
of Auhigny. As this March was made without Beat of Drum ; and as it 

T'n&Frtnch was pofitivtfly given out, that they would fight the C ofifed aatcs , if they 
come out of attempted another Siege ; it was now believed they would have done fo, and 
trcncj"' 1>̂  ̂  ̂ Defign to have furpri-zed them ; fince the A llies lying in an open 
mc'̂ ,"but Camp, wimout any Intrenchments, gave them the faireft Opportunity fo to 
avoid a Bat-do, that they could have wifh’d. Wherefore, the Duke o i  M arlborough, 

and Prince Eugene, drew up their Army in Order of Battle, and recalled the 
Prince of Hclfc-Cajfet, who was pofted with a ftrong Detachment, between 
L ens, and L a  Baffee, to fecure the Convoys from L ijle ,  and %ournay. Thefe 
Difpolitions for a Battle being made, the Duke of M arlborough advanced 
the Firft of Augtifi, at the Head of a Detachment, to reconnoitre the French  
Army : But he found the Enemy, inftead of being fo ready to fight, were 
throwing up a new Line, and deep Intrenchments, accoi|ling to Cuftom. 
For the Marlhal de V illars finding the Confederates prepared to 
him ; and being arrived, with the R ig h t  of his Army, at Montenencourt, at. 
the Head of the Scarpe^ and the L e f t  at Bertancoiirt^ towards the Head of 
the Canche, immediately fet his Men at Work, as ufual, upon throwing up 
deep Intrenchments before his Army, from the Source of the Canche, to that  ̂
of the Scarpe\ in order to cover, by this Means,_ all the Country, from the 
Sea to th e  A laefe : For the Canc.be ferved them inftead of a Line, from the 
Sea to H efdin  ; from thence, they had made Intrenchmcnts to the Scarpe, 

And tl row "wbich ferved as a Line to A rr a s  ; and from thence to Cogneul, where that . 
ii|) new In- Rivcr changes its Name to that of the which goes as far as Bouchain ;
nenchmcnts from thence, the Sche/d ferved for a Line as far as Valencicnnes ; where they
of a vaft Ex- Lines thrown up the Year before, by ^ e fn o y , as far as M aubeuge; frqrg ,̂ 

' ' whence Sam bre went on as far as N am ur. ^
By this it was evident, that the Marfhal de V illars had no Thoughts of 

raifing the Siege of Bethune i fince all his Proceedings look’d more like rhe 
Behaviour of a Man that was afraid of being attack’d himfelf, than of a / 
General who intended to attack others; wherefore, the A l/ies  fcnt back the 
Troops they had recalled from the Siege, which the Generals F ag el, and 
Schuylemburgh, pufti’d on with the utmoft Vigour.

On the Twenty-fourth of A ugufi, the R ig h t Wing of Prince Eugene'’  ̂
y\rmy, being out a foraging, towards St. P o l, near the Enemy’s Camp,
under apuard of five Hundred Horf6, and one Thoafand D anijh  and Hcf~

y?i^«FoOt, the Marflial de l l l lu r s ,  who had Notice thereof, the Night be- ^
f o r ^
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fo re , detach’d thirty Squadrons, under the Count de B rogiio, to attack the 
Foragers j and followed in Perfon, to be an Eye-Witnefs o f the Aftion.
The Count de Brogliot being arrived on the M oiht of S t. P olj gave Orders 
for the Foragers to be attack’d, on that Side, by four Squadrons of Carabi­
neers } whim fome other Squadrons were advancing td attack them another 
Wajtj Thefe fell upon three Squadrons of the u ilhes, who, gave way j but 
the Foragers aflifting their Guard, beat the French back, with great Slaugh­
ter. However, as the Enemy grew too numerous, they retired, in very 
good Order, to the Village of Lign i St. Flochdt and fent an Account thereof

* to the Camp.
In the. mean While, the Marfhal dc V illars advanced in Perfon, a n d Ftm h  

iiaving, in a Manner, furrounded that Poft, fummoned the Confederate In> 
fantry to furrender ; and upon their Refufal, ordered Part of his Horfe togtm \Yoil- 
difmount, and attack them : But they met with fo warm a Reception, from gcrs, bur arc 
the D an ijh , and HeJJian Foot, who were planted there, that they retreated 
in great Confufion. During this, the Pic^uet Guard of the Army advanced j 0̂  ̂
and Prince Eugene marching,*Iikewife, with Part of his Cavalry, Monfieur

■ de V illars thought fit to retire, with great Precipitation} being apprehen- 
five, that this Skirmifli would draw him on to a general Battle. In this 
fruitlefs Attempt, the Enemy had a great many Men killed upon the Spot/ 
beffdes a Colonel, twenty other Officers, and three Hundred private Men, 
whC'Wfeft: taken Prifoners, with a Booty of one Hundred and fifty Horfes* t'- 
Some Accounts make the Lofs of the Enemy to have been near twelve Squa-

- drons, either killed, wounded, taken, or deferted. The Allies^ on their Side, 
loft only the Major of M ercf%  Regiment, two Captains of H u ja rs , and a 
few private Men.

D uring thefe Tranfaftions, the Siege of Bethune was carried on with illBfihune 
pollible Vigour; but the Place being render’d ftrong both by Arc, and Na- 
ture, and the Garrifon being numerous, Monfieur de Puy Fauban  ̂
very gallant Defence, till the Twenty-eighth o i  u4uguJ^ ,'ti.S . when the 
Counter/carp  being taken Sword in Hand ; and General Schuykmburgh being 
wady to attack a Ravelin, and a Counter-Guard, in the fame Manner; the 
Garrifon.being very much weakened, and Provifion and Ammunition falling 
(hort, and a total Want of Ball, and Flints being daily to be apprehended ; 
he beat i\^.Chamadet and hung out two Flags; one at the great Breach of 
theCaftle, and the other at the Ravelin.

 ̂ T ^  Marquis de Sluincy, relates a very remarkable DIfpute, that happened 
|g^#rtn^t Occafion, between the two Officers, who commanded at the Siege t 

As it was of a pretty fingular Nature, wefliall give our Readers an Account 
thereof, not queftioning, but it will be acceptable to them. It was as follows:

M onsieur  de Puy Vauban^ having hung out a white Flag, at General A mcmora- 
Schuykmhurgh'% Attack, where the Breach Was made; General Fagel, who Difpute 
had carried his Attack no farther than the Paliflades, took it as a Derogation tw^Gene 
from his Honour, that the Chamade was not likewife, beat, on his .vide, rals of tlir 
Wherefore, he gave the Governor to underftand, that if all the Honour Allies. 
of the Siege was to be given to General Schuylemburgh, he ftiould not 
have any Regard to what was agreed between Moafieur de Vauban, and 
that General; accordingly he continued the Fire, on his Side, notwith- 
^anding the *Sufpenfion of Arms agreed on between the Governor, and 
juaron Schuylemburgh, Hereupon, Monfieur de Vauban^ and that General, 
who were in Coiuerence on the Counterfcarp, thought this P uniiilio  of
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Baron Fagel's very extraordinary ; and the latter obferved to the former, 
*c rhor o^rhaps, Monlicur Fagel might doubt of , Reality of tWs Conqueitthat perhaps,

of the A llies , unlefs he had the Opportunity of informing the i fa t e s -  
G eneral, his Matters, that he had exchanged Hoftages; that, for his 
Part, he readily confented thereto, notwilhftanding Bzton  F a g e l’s Beha­
viour was neither polite, nor conformable to the Laws of War. How­
ever, he deftred Monfieur de Vauban, fo give Raron F apel thzt Satisfaftion j 
to which the Governor confented, becaufe he was not in a ConditJon to
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** take Advantage of this Jealoufy, to defend the Place fome Time longer, 
for Want of neceffary Amfflunition.”
T h e  next Day, Monfiei# de Fauban  furrendered the Town on honourable 

Terms j and on the Thirty-firft, the Garrifon march’d out with two Pieces 
of Cannon, and all the other ufual Marks of Honour, in order to be cott* 

T he  Lofs duftcd to St.Omers\ being in all bnt about one Thoufand feven Hwvr^ed
on both • Men, for they had loft near two Thoufand in the Defence thereof j though

fome Accounts make their Lofs but aboiit one Thoufand two Hui>dfed. The 
Lofs of the Beliegers was computed at three Thooifand fix Hundred frxty-fivei
Officers, and private Men killed, and wounded. The C onfederates put three
Battalions into the Town, under the Command of Major-Generr.l Keppel^

» Brother to the Earl of A lbtm arle,
T h e  Frfwc/icontinuing ftill to decline an Engagement, the Duk-eofMzr/3o- 

roughiZtxd. Prince Eugene, refolved to make the belt of the remaining Part of the 
favourable Seafon, by laying Siege to St. Fetiant, and u4ir e , both at the fame 
Time ; thereby to fecure the Navigation of the Lys. To this End, the two 
Armies march’d from their refpeftive Camps, 6t F illers-B ru lin t and R ebreu -  
vrSi on the Second of Septem ber. Prince Eugene extended his R ig h t  to E tr t«  
Blanchey and* Linghemy on the little River Laquctte j and the L e f t  of the 
t)Qke of M arlborough's Army to D iv ion , on the La-ve ; his Grace taking up 
his Quarters in the Caftle ox L ie r e .  They fecured their R e a r  with/ig;h^*efl 
Squadrons, ten Battalions, and twelve Pieces of Cannon; infomuch, th'atfhe 
Marfhal de V illars did not think fit to difturb them. On the Third, a De­
tachment was made, to fecure divers Pofts about ^ r c ; and General 
with Lieutenant-General Cadogan, at the Head of fix Hundred Horfe, and 
two Thoufand Grenadiers, took a View of the Country in that Neighboiir* 
hood. In their Way, they made a Captain, a Lieutenant, and about feventy 
private Men Prifoners, in the Caftle of hbergue\  befides a Captain, and 
thirty Grenadiers, in the Village of Lam bre.

St VenaM FoUrth, a Detachment of two Thoufand Horfe, under the Com-
and in̂  mandof the Count deLagnafcOt a Saxon Lieutenant-General, together with fix
»cftcd. Battalions, march’d from the Camp,to make Bridges over the h y s ,  at

pafs’d the River, and block’d up Aire^ on that Side. The (^rter-Mafters, 
who followed him, marked out the Camp j and the two Armies march’cf 
the Afternoon, nearer that Place, and encamped with the of Prince 
Eugene^% to the LySy near Terouanne^ and the L e f t  of the Duke^s to L il le r s  ;  
his Grace taking up his Quarters in the Monattery of St. A ndre, and, th? 
Prince his, in the Caftle of Blejfel. On the Fifth, the Troops that were't??*'^ 
fign’d for the Siege of St. Venanty and A i r t y  according to the Refolution 
already taken, march’d from the Camp, and invefted thofe two Places, the 
next Day.

F o r t y  Battalions were appointed for the Siege o f  A ir e  y twenty-fix from 
the Duke of M arlborough\  Army, and fourteen from Prince Eugene's, under 
the Command of the Prince of A nhalt-D ejfau-jV /ho had under him four Lieu­
tenant-Generals, eight Major-Generals, and as many Brigadiers: And for 
the Reduftion of St. Fenant, twenty Battalions, with fome few Squadrons 
were ordered, under the Command of the Prince of N ajfau -F riez land , who 
had with him the Lieutenant-Generals L a u d er , and M urray  ; the Major- 
G e n e r a l s a n d  Fillegas't as alfothe BrigadiersCro^rrT^T" 
Rechtereny M ay, and D ouglas, Forty-fix Squadrons of Horfe, under che 
Command of ihe Earl of A lbem arle, one of the Generals o f the D utch  Ca­
valry, with tAvo Lieutenant-Generals, four Major-Generals, and as many 
Brigadiers, were, likewife, ordered for the Service of both thefe Sieges.

O n  the Eighth, the Quarter-Mafters mark’d out a Field of Battle for the 
C onfederate Armies, in Cafe the French (hould make any Attempt to diftttrb 
thofe Sieges; pofting the R ig h t  at E tree-B lanchc, and the L e ft  to the Rifing 
Grounds of L ille r s  j and the next Day, they mark’d out another on the Side of 
St.Owfrj,for the fame Purpofe. Xiuring this* the C onfederates being obliged to 
fetch tlieir Provifions and Ammunition, from L ijle ,  Tournay, and the y;
French  formed the Defign of furprixing a large Convoy, confi^i ng of forty Boatif/

which
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which were coming up the Lys, from the latter of thofe Placcs, un3er a 
Guard of thirteen Hundred Men, Horfe and Foot, Commanded by Colonel 
G inckel, Earl of Athlonc^ who was to have been joined by another De­
tachment. Three of thefe Boats were laden with Powder, Cannon, and 
Bombs, and three more with Hay; others were laden with Provifion j and 
otl.ers again with Merchandize, belonging to private Perfons. Monfieur 
le BlanVy who was the Intendant of Tp/^cs, but was afterwards Secretary of ^
War, gave Notice of the D^arture of this Convoy to the Count de PillarSt ThcEnemv' 
who then commanded in the Town; whereupon he detachsd Monfieur  ̂ -

' vi^nUYit with fourThoufand Men, Horfe, Foot, and Dragoons, from that Place,
to attacl( them. On the Nineteenth, he met, and fell upon them, with great dcftroy a 
Vigour, at B.loy S t. P'ive, not far from Courtray. With this fuperior Force, large Cun- 
hc defeated the Guard ; kill’d about two Hundred Men ; took fix Hundred, 
with Monfieur G in ckd  himfelf, Prifoners; blew up fome Boats laden with 
Ammunition; funk others laden with Cannon-Ball, and Bomb-lhells, to put 
a Stop to the Navigation of the River j and then retreated, with lo much 
Expedition and Caution, that a Detachment fent after him by the Cottfede- 
ra tes  to cut them olT, could not poflibly come up with him in Time. This 
Accident did not a little add to the Length of the Sieges, thoi^h no Time 
was loll to repair the Dama^ done thereby. The Shock, occafioned by thp 
btfjwir^ up of the Boats laden with Powder, Cdnnon, Grenades,
\VaL"̂ lo very terrible, that the whole Village of St. Eloy Vive was over­
thrown, and all the Country round was fhaken, as if there had been an 
Earthquake, as far as St. ^ in t in  ; where the Windows were broken by it 9 
and the River Lys wtis divided into two Streams, quite crofs the Countn’.

S t. Venanr, a Town in the Earldom of A rto is , near the Borders of Ylan- 
derst about four Miles E a j i  of A ir e , twenty-fix South of D u n kirk , and as 
many N orth  of A r r a s , proved the eafieft of thefe two Sieges; for, not\vith« 
ftanding the Approaches were fo difficult, that they could not breakGround 
before it till the Sixteenth o f  September ̂ it was then puih’d on, with fuch great 
Vigour, that the Garrifon beat a Parley the Twenty-ninth, and delivered 

 ̂ np one of the Gates next Day. I'hey were allowed to march out with ail 
the Marks of Honour, Cannon excepted, and w'ere condudlcd to A rra s .
The French Governor, however, upon his Arrival at V erfaillcs, Was com­
mitted to the E ajiilky  as it was faid, becanfe he had made fo poor a Defiance.
The Sieur Bruyn, one of the Engineers of the States, who had the Direftion 

. of jhe Siege, was appointed Governor of the Town for the A /lie s : But we 
give a more particular Account of this fhort Siege.

St. Venant, which is almoft a regular Hexagon, is ficuatcd in the Midfl: of 
Moraffes, and Inundations, and there is no Acccfs to it but one Way. Bri­
gadier deSeive  commanded therein, with feven Battalions. The firlt Thing 
the Befiegers had to do, was to turn olF the Waters of the River Lys, of the 
Brook le B eck, and another, which made the Inundations. This was done 
by the Dire£lion of Monf.eur de Bruyn, who had fix Engineers under him :
Bat as this was a Work of fome Time, the Alli^es could not open the Trenches 
till the Sixteenth m the Evening; however, they then did it, with four Bat­
talions, and two Thoufand Workmen, but one Hundred and fifty Perches 
from the Countcrfcarp, a Thing fcarce ever heard of before. This occafioncd 

‘■^their being the fboner difcovered ; and having one Hundred and fifty Men 
b i l l ’d, or wounded. They drew, howeverv a Parallel, that Night, of one 

Hundred and eighty Pcrches, from the Book of le B eck, to the high Road tO 
a  B u n e; with the Communications, which were of a large Extent.

T hf Night following, they perfefled their Works; and as the firft Pâ  
rallel wis fo near, they thought a fecond needlefs; wherefore, they only

- drew two Saps, on the R ight and L e / t  of the Parallel, to^rds the inunda­
tion, and before the Ditch of the Cotinterfcarp. In the N i^ t , between the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth, the Befiegers drew a Line of one Hundred and 
forty Perches, from the L e f t  of the Parallel, to the Point of the Ditch, 
which furrounded the Saliant Angl^ of the Counter/carp ; where they made 

 ̂ a Lodgment. They began, at the fame Time, to work on a Battery of fix
Pieces
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pieces of Cannon, which play’d on the Place, the Twenty-third in the 
Morning: The next Night, and the Twenty-fecond in the Evening, they ad­
vanced to the Point of me Counter^Guard, which.coVered the firft Counter- 

fc a rp .
Iff the Kight, between the Twenty-fecond andTtv inty-third^ theBefieged 

made a Sally with feven Companies of Grenadiers; who, at firft, obli_ged
♦ the Workmen to retreat, and overthrew fome Gabions j but the Soldiers, in

the Trenches, foon obliged them to retire, in their Turn, with fome Lofs. 
This did not difcourage them, however, from making another Sally, the Very 
next Night, on the Lodgment of the C ounter-G uard; but they fucceeded 
therein, worfe than in the former} the Count de Beranger, who commanded 
It, being kill’d in the ASion, together with his Beflfles thefe
Efforts, the Befieged kindled great Fires, which expofed the Works of the 
Befiegers too much, for them to advance very faft. Howevqr, they palled 
the two Ditches, on the Twenty-fifth at Night, and lodged themfelves on 
the Saliant Angle of the C ounter/carp} fo that a Breach being made in the 
Counter-G uard the Twenty-iixth, they palTed the Ditch the Twenty-eighth, 
and attack’d the Counter-Guard, and the Saliant An^Je of the fecond Counter- 

fc a r p . The Befieged defended themfelves bravely in both, and repulfed the 
Befiegers twice; but, at the third Attack, they made themfelves Mafters of 
them, with fome Lofs. Hereupon, the Brigadier found he was new at their ft 
Extremity; wherefore he beat the Cham ade, the next Day, and the 
after the Capitulation was figned. The Lofs of the in this Siege,
was only one Hundred and feventy Men kill’d, and feven Hundred thirty- 
one wounded ; befides feven Officers kill’d, and thirty-one wounded.

Defcription TliE Siege of u4ire coft more Time, as well as Labour, and the Lofs of
•f yfirr. a great Number of Men : The Strength of the Place was owing to its Situa­

tion, amongft Morafles, and Inundations. It is a'large handfome City, ly­
ing on- the R i v e r w h i c h  pafles through the Ditch; and is twenty-five 
Miles South of D unkirk  ; twenty-eight N orth-W ejt of Arras^ and twenty-fix 

o f  Boulogne. It is a fort of an Oblong, fortified with eight Baftions, 
ten Half-Moons, and two Horn-works, At four Hundred Rods diftance 
from the Town, there is a regular Fort, which has five Baftions, and its * 
large Glacis is furrounded by an outward Ditch. Befides, it was defended 
^  a very numerous Garrifon, under the Command of Lieutenant-General 
G oesbrianty who had under him the Count d 'E Jirades, a Major-General, and 
feven Bri^diers, with a Garrifon of fourteen Battalions, and three Regi­
ments of Dragoons. ' - __

T i)c T re n .  T h e  Trenches were opened before the Town on the Twelfth of Septem- 
cht* opened. Attacks, one on the Side of S t^  ^ i n t i n ,  and the other

on the Side of the Village of L am bre :  On the Twenty-firft, at Night, the 
Befieged made a Sally, with four Hundred Fufiliers, and two Hundred 
Worwnen ; but they were obliged to retreat vî ith phe Lofs df forty o f their 
Men, and without being able to effeft any Thing. The next Dav, there 
happened a ftiarp Skirmifli, near the Village of Rebeck^ on the otner Side 
of the L y s : The Enemy advanced with a Thoufand Horfe, to beat up the 
Quarters of the Confederate General Officers, on the R igh t of the faid V il­
lage ; but they met with fo warm a Reception fiom the Guard, that the 
Picquet h.zv\r\  ̂ thereby Time given them to come up to their Affiftanoe,^, 
about four Hundred and fifty of the Enemy were killed on the Spot, anc*.,"'* 
twelve Officers, with two Hundred and twenty Troopers, all mounted, were 
made Prifoners, and three Hundred Horfes taken ;*and all this was with the 
Lofs only of forty or fifty Men killed or wounded on the Side of the Jlllies .

O n  the Twenty-third, the Befieged attack’d a Redoubt on th e  R igh t, and
made themfelves Mafters thereof with little Refiftance, and a very fmall_
Lofs. When Monfieur de G oesbriant received Notice of th’s Attack, he was 
at Table, with*a great Number of Officers in his Company ; whereupon, he 
immediately ordered out a Body of Troops, to fuftain thofe in the Re­
doubt, and moft of the Officers went with ch^m as Volimtiers: But being 
obliged tc| pafs under the Fire of the C cn/edcrate Batteries, and Parallel,

the
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the greateft Part of them were either killed or wotindedi and a Colonel of 
Drstgoons was taken Priioner. On the Twentieth, the Chevalier de Luxem- 
hurgh formed a Defign to furprize F o rt  Scarpe ; to this End* he marched 
from Bouchain, with a ftrong Detachment, to Pont a  R a c h e ’, fent a Hun> ^  ^  •

: dsed Men, in the Night, to BellefontieSy near that Fort; and concealed feme 
Grenadiers in two Waggons loaden^with Hay. Thefe Waggons were, like- 
wife, driven by Soldiers, difguifed like Peafants, who were to feize the Bar- 
tier ; and, upon a Signal given, they were to have been fupported firft by the 

j fathers, and then by Monfieur de Luxem burgh in Perfon. But, by OTod 
 ̂ Fortune, Lieutenant-General Hompefch, having fome Sufpicion of the Ene­
my’s Defign, happened to be gone, at the lame Time, into the Fort, to 
give the neceflary Orders for its Security, and had left his Guard without 
the Barrier; thefe walking their Horfes, and by meer Chance following the 
Waggons, the Enemy imagined they were difcovered, and betook them- 
felves to their Heels i leaving the Captain, and one of their Men Pri- 
foners.

T he Day before this happened  ̂ the Marfhal d'H arcourt arrived in the The IV̂ar- 
[>£nemy*s Camp, to whom the Marlhal de V illars refigned the Command of flial 

the Army, and fet out the fame Day io r  France. The OccafiTon of 
Chi^ge, remains a Secret to this Day i though it was general^ believed, oT the'
thart̂ ĥ  Jplired Leave to go to the Waters of Bourbon^ tor  the Recovery of French Ax- 
his Health. However, another Reafon has been afTigned for it, to which, my. 
iieverthelefs, our Author himfelf does not feem to give entire Credit; where-  ̂
fore, we lhall relate it in his own Words: " I have been fince informed, fays 

he, that the true Caufe of the Removal of Marflial de V ica rs  from the 
** Command, was his having dropped fome Words, which reflefted upon the 

Duchefs of Burgundy, the Day he attack’d Prince Eugcne\ Foragers: And 
** fome officious Pick-thank having told the fame to that Princefs, fhe com­

plained thereof to the King of F ra n ce ; upon which that Marlhal was fud- 
denly recalled. However, I relate this (continues our Author) only as a 
pHvate Story, for which I have not yet fufficient Vouchers; wherefore, f 
would not have tny Readers rely entirely on the Truth of it.”
T  o return from whence we have digreffed ; the A llies , before y^ire, 

having carried on their Approaches towards a Redoubt, which covered the 
Cdufe-w^ of Btthune, took the fame, on the Fifth of O ffober, Sword in 
Hand: The fame Night, they carry’d a Cover’d Way, adjoining to the 
Gla^X, and the Horn-work ; ahd on the Eighth, they organ to batti-r the 

"^i^ion of A rra s , On the Tenth, in the Dusk of the Evening, they attack’d 
and took a fmall Counterfcarp, in the Front of their Approaches. However, 
the great Rains, and bad Weather, were no fmall Hinderance to the carrying 
on of the Saps, and other Works; and, on the other Hand, by the Fault of 
the Engineers, the Place was attack’d on the ftrongeft Side.

From the Tenths to the Fifteenth, the A///es advanced their Works with ALodgmmt 
*grfeat Danger, arid DillSculty j that fame Night, a Detachment was employ’d made on the 
at the Prince of A h h a lfs  Attack, to lay thfe necefTary Bridges crofs the Bog, Angle of the 
fVom the Corner of the Hoifi-work to the G la c is : This done, they pa(Ted 
-over to the PaliiTades; and, attacking them with great Fury, beat the Ene- 

. my out, and to9k Poffeilion thereof. On the Twentieth, they made a Lodg- 
i^c^t on the A ^ le  of the Covered PTay, with the Lofs of three Hundred 
Men. On the Twenty-firft* at Night, notwithftanding Abundance of Rain 
)iad fallen that Day, they finilhed five Bridges over the outward Ditch, at 
the Attack of ^ t. ^ in t in ,  at the Gate of j^ r r a s ; but in that A£lion, which 
Was very hot, they had o n e  Hundred and fixty Men killed and wounded j be- 
fides eighty-two wounded in the Trenches, and thirty-fix killed. A  Major 

'tjf 'a Brigade, a Captain, and an-Engineer, were likewife wounded, and 
dghteen jWen killed, by the blowing up of fome Powder. At Twelve, aC 
Night, the Prince of A nhalt went into the Trenches, to make the necelTary 
Difpofitions for attacking the C(?ocr^d U*dy^ and had his Hat ftruck off by a 
Cannon Ball. It was thought proper, however, to put off the Attack*to an­
other Day, and go on farther with their Approaches by the Sap.
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T h c£ n c m y  O n  the Twenty-third, the Enemy fallied out upon the Befiegers, with all 
make a vi- the Dragoons of the Garrifon; and having levelled fome of their Works, re- 
gorous^alh . ^1^^ Place, with the Lofs of only fixty Men killed, and twenty-

five taken Prifoners; but the Lofe of the Befiegcrs was more confiderable. 
*The fame Night, the Befiegers Mt^ck’d the main Co««ff;/f^7r/), vvith unpa-

- I v ' *  ralelled V’igour, and Fury; and cari5ed-lt, after about half* an Hour’s fc.1̂ rp 
Refiftance} as alfo a Half-Moon,' and feveral other Out-works in their 
Front: This done, they immediately raifed new Batteries, for making the 
grand Breach in the W all of the Town. On the Tw^enty-fixth, at Night, , 
after a prodigious Fire, and another Sally of the Enemy’s, which cott th e \  
Befiegers many brave Men, anaongft whom, were feveral PrvJJtan Officers 
of Note, all Hoftilities ceafcd, on both Sides, at the Attack of tne Gate of 
j^rras^ as if it had been by Confent: But on the Twenty-feventh, in the 
Morning, the Fire began again, at Nine a-Clock, with as great Fury as ever. 
On the Twenty-ninth, at Night, a large Detachment attack’d, and took all 
the remaining Part of the Out-works, in the Front of their Approaches: 
This done, they immediately began their Bridges acrofs the main Ditch, 
to the grand Breach, and raifed frelh Batteries to clear it. By this Time, a 
Trench of Fafcines and Earth being run through the Morafs, the two At-' 
tacks were joined, and the Befiegers had then eighty-five Pieces of Cannon, 
and thirty-ieven Mortars and H aw bitzers  mounted.

Another O n  the Thirtieth, at Night, five Hundred Grenadiers and Fufilfe?57̂ \.‘fe 
Lodgment commanded to fignalize their Courage, at the Attack of a Fleche, on the Side 
made. Qf A r r a i  Gate ; but hardly a Hundred came back, to bring the News of 

their Defeat. However, the Confederate Generals were refolved to carry 
the Poft} accordingly, on the Firft of N ovem ber, they made a good Lodg­
ment for one Hundred and fifty Men, notwithftanding the obftinate Re- 
fiftance of the Enemy, who difputed every Inch of Ground with great 
Fury.

O n the Second,-at Night, the necefTary Difpofitjons were made, for at­
tacking the two Angles of the Covered PTay, and the Place of Arms ; and 
eight Hundred Grenadiers, with four Hundred Fufiliers, were appointed fpf 
that Purpofe. They attack’d the Enemy with Abundance of Bravefy j and 
notwithftanding they were twice repulfed, made themfelves Matters of thofe 
Pofts, and lo^ed themfelves therein; but the Befieged fpringing a Mine 
over-againft t ^  Ravelin^ which blew up a Hundred Men, and making a 
Sally, at the fame Time, with the greateft Part of their Garrifon, the Work­
men were put into Diforder, and the Befiegcrs were obliged to abandon tllofe-K 
Pofts.

O n the Third, they attack’d the Saliant Angle, before the Baftion of 
Thienne, with the fame ill Fortune; for the Befieged made fo terrible a- 
Fire, that the Confederates were forced to give over that Attack. They ad­
vanced then by Sap, till the Seventh, when the Enemy quitted the Saliant 
Angle of the Counterfcarp, before the Ravelin  of the Gate of A rr a s  ; jfndl 
the other Saps being lo far advanced, as to oblige the Enemy to quit that 
Part of the Counterfcarp, whereof they were ftill poflefTed, the Be(ieger» 
erefted a Battery, to enlarge and fini(h the Breach in the R avelin .

O n the Eighth, all the Saps being joined, and the Befieged obferving 
that the Bridges were almoft finiflied, in order to ftorm the Place, tj?c 
thought fit to prevent it, by a timeW Capitulation. Accordingly, bet\(een 
Five and Six tn the Evening, the Governor, Monfieur de G oesiriim t, gave 
Orders to beat a Parley and defired to capitulate. Hereupon, Hoftages 
were exchanged, about Ten, the fame Night, the Befieged fending out a 
Brigadier, a Colonel, a Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Major; and the A llies  
fending into the Town, four Officers of the fame Rank. The former 
to the Duke of M arlborough's Qi^arters, tlie next Day, the Capitulation was 
figned, towards the Evening, by his Grace, Prince Eugene^ ana the Deputies 
of the States, The Subftance of the? Articles was:
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“  T h a t  the Gate of A rr a s  fliould be immediately delivered: That all T he Siib- 
*• A£ts of Hoftility fhould ceafe ; and Care be taken to prevent any Difor- 

ders, from the Officers or Soldiers : That the Garrifon fhould march out,
“  the Eleventh, vŝ lth all the ufual Marks of Honour; four Pieces of Can- 

non, and two Mortars, and be cond\i^ed to St. O m ers: That whereas^
*• las many as had defired it in other Places, had been allowed three Months 
•' to ftay in the City, and difpofe of their Effects, fuch of the Inhabitants 
«  of u4ir e , as had lodged any of their Effe£ls at St. Omers, or elfewhere,
** for their better Security, fhould, if  they thought fit, have the fame Space 
** of three Months allowed them, to claim, and recover them : That the 
•* Sick and Wounded fhould remain in the Town, till their Recovery; That 

the Garrifon fhould be allowed fix cover’d Waggons; that JJeferters 
fhould be delivered up on both Sides; and Prifoners exchanged: That 
Hoflages fhould be left for the Payment of the Debts of the Garrifon ;

" and that a faithful Difcovery fhould be made of all the Mines, and the 
** Keys of the Magazines be delivered up to the

O n  the Eleventh, the Field Deputies wrote the following Letter to the 
States-G cneralj to acquaint them with, andi congratulate them i*pon the Re- 
dudion of this important Place; which, as it contains fome Circumflances, 
npi before-mentioned, we fhall infert, for the Benefit of our Readers.

H i g h  M i g h t y  L o r d s ,  A W c, N o v em h .w ,

A f t e r  the Garrifon 6f A ire  had beat a Parley, on Saturday  in letter from
the Eveni^, and we, with the Princes, had given Anfwers to the above 

“  Articles of^the Capitulation demanded for the City, and Fort i t .  F ran cis,
the Governor made a farther Requeft Yeflerday, that two Cannon more, Gtnerol. 
than he had at firfl demanded, might be granted him ; to which the 
Princes have condfefcended. Whereupon, this Day, at Noon, the Capi-

** tulation was figned by the Governor j and we have the Honour to fend it 
herewith to your H igh M ightineffes, by Captain Smij^art, A^utant to the 
Major-General, C ount de N ajfau f^oudenburgh y whom, purfuant to your 
H igh M ightinejfes Refolution, of the Twenty-third of O ffoher, we nave 
made Governor of this new CoiK^ueJi ; fo we do ourfe!ve« the Honour of 
congratulating your H igh M ightm effcs upon this happy Conclufion of the 
Campaign, and remain, with all Refpeft,

H igh and M ighty Lordst  
Tour H igh M ightineJJes 

M oJ} Humhhy and  
M oji Obedient S crvan ti,

N. Peflers. J. Tollius<
« P. F. Vegelin, Van Klaerbergem

T he Garrifon of A tre , at the Sollicitation of the Governor, having been 
allow’d a Day more than was agreed to by the Capitulation, to provide Car­

riages, and o^er NecefTarics, march’d out the Twelfth of Novem ber in the 
Morning. The whole Body, which Confifted of fifteen Battalions of Foot, 
and three Squadrons of Dragoons, amounted now to no more than three 
Thoufand fix Hundred and twenty-eight M en; their Number being very 
much diminifhed by the Lofles they fuflained daring the S ie p : And be- 
ildes thofc who were killed, there remained above fifteen Hundred wounded • 
in the Town. .The ̂ ofs of the J l l i e s ,  at this Siege, was computed at near 
leven Thoufand Officers and private Men killed and wounded.
■ 'As foon as the Enemy had evacuated the Place, the Count de NaffaU  
fToudenburgh, Son to the late Veldt Marfhal d'A uveryuerque, took Pofleinon 
thereof, with eight Battalions, which were appointed for a Winter .Garrifon j 
and Men were immediately fet at work> to level the Trenches, clear the

* Breaches,
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Breaches, and put the Town in a Pofture of 0efence. This done, the Con- 
f e d t r a t e  Armies broke up from before AirCt on the Fifteenth of N ovem ber. 
N. S. and marched that Day to Bethune, the next to P ont a  rending and lo 
on to the Plains of L ijlt . From thence, the Troops defiffned to quarter in 
'Tournay, Lijle^  and̂  D oivay, went to their refpeftive Garrifons; and the R e 0  
of the Troops marched towards the feveral Places afTigned for their Winfer- 
Quarters; the Enemy having been gone to theirs fomeTime before.

A Medal T h e  following M ed a/ was ftruck on Occafion of the latter Succeffes o( 
this Campaign.

Ln. Slifeeti'i Buft, with this Infcription:

A N N A  A ig u jia .

On the R ev erfe , was a Trophy on a Pedeftal, with this Legend;

Bethuna^ Fano S an (fi FetiantiL  0? uffria cap iis .
That is,

Bethune, St. V'enant» and A ir t  being taken.
In the Exergue^

InfpeBant. G all. Cent. M ill. M.DCC.X.
That isy

Infpe^antibus Gallorum Centum MilUhus^

A  Hundred Thoufand French  looking on.

T h u s  ended the Campaign in the N etherlan ds; which, though not fo glo-. 
rlous as fome of the former, was of great Advantage to the A ll ie s ; vmo, 
during the Courfc thereof, had made themfelves Matters of two Towns of 
vaft Importance, D ow ay  and Aire^ though the latter coft them a little too 
dear, and almoft as many Men as D ow ay  ; befides two others of lefs Confe-

Suence, Betbunc and S t.F en an t. On the other Hand, it mufl: be eonfeflTed, 
jat the Enemy, after the furprizing of their Lines, gained their chief Point j 

which was to cover Arras^, and thereb;  ̂ prevent the A llies  from penetrating 
into P icard y , whic)i they otherwife might have done.

TheD ukeof On the SixteeiV:h of N ovem ber, Prince Eugene,  and the Duke of M arlbo^  
Marlborough rough, left the C on/ederate Army, and went the fame Day to T ou rn ay; from 

Princc whence they proceeded the Tenth to (shent, and the Twentieth to BruJJels, 
ouffor lln- There they removed feveral Difficulties, that arofe about raifing One Mi- 
don and lion, five Hundred Thoufand G uilders, to fupply the Im p eria l and P ala tin e  
enna. Tfoops with Bread and Forage, during the Winter; which done, they fet 

out from thence the Twenty-fifth, and arrived the Twenty-eighth at the 
H ague. The next Day, their Highnefles were feverally complimented by 
the Foreign Minifters, and other Perfons of Diftinftion; and having held 
divers Conferences with- the GraHd Penjionary, the Deputies of the S tates  
for Foreign Affairs, and the Foreign Minifters, about the feveral Parts of 
the War, particularly that o f Spain , Prince Eugene fet out, the Eleventh 
of D ecem ber, for Vienna^ as did the Duke of M arlborough, the Twenty- 
third 6f the fame Month, for England.

State of Af- W e ftiall leave hie Grace, at prefeht, on his Voyage thither, and give i 7 
fairs in Spain fucclna Account of what happened, thie Summer* in other Parts. ArS firlt* 

as to Spain, J îng P h ilip  went to his Army in A rrogout and gave it dut̂  
that he was refoived to put all to the Decilion of a Battle with KJng CAar/f 
who was, likewJfe, come to head his Army., They lay fo near one another, 
chat King P h ilip  cannonaded his Enemy’s Camp; but his Men were beaten 
off with Lofs, and drew away td a greater DIftsknce : However, before tTiê  
End of J u l y ,  there was an A & ion  of great Importance, near Almenara^ 
The main Body of King PhiHp'l Horfe, defigned rx> h4ve cut- off Part of 
King Charfts^  Foot* which was feparited by the Cavalty, commanded by 
General Stanhope. Hereupon, that General drew his whole Bod^ together ; 
and though he was gfeaUy inferior in Number, ho fent to K in g  C h arks ,

and
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•find defired Orders to engage the Enemy ; which he did not obtain, withoui{ 
fome Difficulty, and after fome reiterated and prefling Sollicitations As the 
two Bodies were advancing one againft another. General Stanhope rode at 
^he Head of his C o r p s and th e  Spanijh General, fuppofed to have bceh 
Lieutenant-General Amcnztgay did the fame. The two Generals began the The Bjttie 
Aftion, and Stanhope was fo fortunate as to kill the S p a n ia r d ; whereupon of Almenaru. 
his Troops, animated by the Example, and Succefs of their General, fell 
on, and broke the Spanijh Horfe fo entirely, that King P h ilip  loft the beft 
Part of his Cavalry in that Aftion ; upon which, he retired towards S ara -  
g o ffa , but was clofely followed by King Charles. On. the Twentieth of A d -  
g u fl, they came to a general Engagement, which ended in a total D efea t  
on the Side of the Spaniards, by which Means A rragbn  cSime again into 
King Charles^  Hands. Hereupon, King P hilip  was obliged to abandon M a ­
d r id  \ and K.iT[g Chdrles haftened thither, but fouftd th e  Grandees had all 
followed his Antagonift. The Infincerity of the King of Franco appeared 
now in a clear Light; for, on this Occafion, he might eafily have perform’d 
the Conditions 01 the Thirty-fevertth Article of the P relim inariesi and have 
obliged his Grandfon to have evacuated Spain ; but, irxftead thereof, he fent 
hip  AfTiftance. King Charles continued in C ajtille till the Beginning of 
Ik c em b e r  -, but not being fufficiently fupported then, he was forced to return 
to C atalonia, for the Security of that Prmcipality. The Battle of Brihueget 
was fatal to General Stanhope, and the Englijh  under his Command, who 
were taken Prifoners; but whether this Misfortune was owing to any Mif- 
conduft in him, in unadvifedly raking a wrong March, and feparating from 
the Im peria lijis, or to the Neglefit of General Starem herg, in not fupporting 
the EnglJhj as fome fay he might have done, but that he facrificed Gencr^
Stanhope to Envy, has oeen Matter of great Debate, and is too nice a Point 
for us to determine.

T h e  Inftability of human Profperity appeared, iri a moft furprizing Man­
ner, in tliis Campaign in S p a in ; both Parties being Conquerors, and both 

.^con(pered in their Turns; but King P h ilip  had certainly the Advantage in 
the End; whereas King C harlesh  Affairs, notwithftanding he had triumph’d 
once this Summer, in the Capital of the Spanijh Monarchy, began to have a 
very difmal Alpeft J For, befides his being now confined within the narrow 
Bounds of the Principality of C atalon ia, King PZ)//;/gained a very material <

‘ Advantage over him, in having an invincible Demonftration of the Affedian 
of the C aliillians to his Perfon and Government; infomuch, that neither his 
two Defeats at A lm enara, and Saragojfa, nor his Retreat from M a d r id , nor 
the Prefence of King Charles, with a veterah, viftorious Army, were able 
to ftiake their Attachment to the Houfe of Bourbon.

N o t h i n g  material happened this Year in P ortu gal i except thati about State of Ar- 
the Beginning of Julj'^ the Marquis de B ay , who then commanded the Spa- '« P*’'-
nijh Forces in E firem adu ra , made himfelf Matter of the Town of M iran d a  ’
de D uero, by Surprixe; took four Hundre'd regular Troops and Militia there­
in j and then formed the Blockade of B raganza. But this was abandoned by 
the Marquis de R isbourg, upon the News of the* D efea t  at S a r a g ^ a ; and 
foon after thq Portugueze took, from the Span iards, X eres de-los C avaleros, 

"'"'i^rcarota^ A lcan za , and P u eb la ; all Plnces with High-founding Nainfes, but 
very little Confequence, being hardly better than Villages.
N e i t h e r  did a n y  Thing worthy of Notice happen on the Side.of P ied - in  half, 

mont'y the Duke of complaining flill of th e  Im perial Conrty and there­
fore refufing to aft vigoroufly. Befides this, his Royal Highnefs had a very 
plaufible Pretence for not putting himfelf at the Head of the Army^ being 

"~~tfTthat very Junfture indifpofed, 'as well as his two Sons, the Prince of P ied -  
mont, and the Duke of A ojia. Hereupon, the Cotjnt de Thaun took upon 
him the Coftimand of the Confederate Army, but nothing was done of any 
Moment.

N e i t h e r  was there any material Alteration in Affairs in the other Parts 
of I t a ly } for the Difputes about Comacchio, and the aftual Recognition of 
K m ^ C harhs'^  Title, being ftiU in the fame Condition as before, the Impe-

<7 Y r ia lijls
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r ia lijis  kept Pofleflion of that Place ; and the Ambaflador of the Em peror^  
and his Majefty, at Rom e, did not appear in publick with that
Charafter ; neither did Signier jd lhan i, the Pope^  Nephew, alUime any 
publick Charafter at th e  Im peria l C o n n , though he ftill continued to ftay uj, 
Vienna. ,

On the O n the R hine, likewife, both Parties being equally unable to enter upon
Rhine. Adion, the Camjpaign pafled over without any i'hin'g’s happening that was

any ways material. The French, who, in the winter, threatened the E m piric, 
with a new Invafion, were obliged to weaken their Forces on that Side, in ^  
order to recover their own Frontiers, and reinforce their Armies in the N e­
therlands j and the G erm ans, through the ufual ill Management of their 
Affairs, were not in a Condition to improve that fair Opportunity of in­
vading F rance ; Wherefore both Armies remained in a State of Inadtion.

 ̂The E le i fo r  of H anover refenting this, prudently laid down the Command 
of the Army of the E m p ire, not thinking it fit to hazard his Reputation 
any longer, upon the Promiies of fuch as had fo grofsly deceived him, in 
former Campaigns j fo that Command was given to Count G rondsfcldt.

W e muft not conclude this fliort Summary of Foreign Affairs, without 
juft mentioning the Defcent on the Coaft of Languedoc, with Intent to make 
a Diverfion of the Enemy’s Forces on that Side, and thereby prevent their* 
joining King P h i l ip ; becaufe this Delign was concerted with Major-G<?m î.ii 
d e S eiran , by the Duke of M arlborough. And, notwithftanding that Enter- 
prize was not attended with all the Succefs, which was at firtt expefted from 
It; yet it had this immediate good Effed, that it hindered the Duke de 
N oailles from joining King Philip-^ and at the fameTime gave the C onfederate 
Troops in the Neighbourhood of Gironne an Opportunity of reinforcing 
King Charles : This made Way for the two Viftories, which his C atholick  
Majefty obtained foon after, as we have obferved before.

State of Af- H a v in g  thus given a concife Account o f  the I'ranfaftions o f this Year 
fairs at abroad, as far as concerned the G ran d  A llian ce, we fhall now procced to

domeftick Affairs. On the Twenty-fifth of N ovem ber, the P arliam en t met,__ J
and it was remarkable, that the ^ e e n ,  in her Speech, recommended th ^  
carrying on the War in all Parts, and efpecially in Spain  ; but not the leaft 
Mention was made, as had been ufual, in former Years, of the Succefs in 
F lan ders, or of the Conduft of the Duke of M arlborough. Neither were 
they fo much as hinted at in the Addrefles either of the L o rd s , or Commons^ 
which undoubtedly was owing to the Change of the M inifiry . The Lords*  i

fays a late Author, made an Addrefs or an odd Compofition to her Ma- •
** jefty, which Ihew’d it was not penn’d by thofe who had penned their 

former Addrefles: Inftead of promifing to do all that was poffible, they 
** only promifed to do all that was reafonable ; which feemed to import a 

Limitation, as if  they had apprehended, that unreafonable Things might 
** be ask’d of them, and the Conclufion was in a very cold Strain of Rheto- 
"  rick; for they ended with faying* they had  no more to add . The Commons,
“  (continues the fame i îuthor) were more hearty in their Addrefs.” And 
another Author fays, the Addrefs of the Commons was univerfally approved; 
yet, adds he, it had little or no Effeft, with Relation to the Publick Funds, 
which had fallen confidcrably upop the Change of the M inijlry . 'I h e n ^  
was ftill an Uneafinefs amongft the monied Men ; efpecially as they feertfed 
now to be under Apprehenfiions, that the Duke of M arlborough  would either 
be laid afide> or would refign his Command. This Jealoufy was increafed, 
on the twenty-eighth of N ovem ber, when the Earl o f Scaroorough  made a 
Motion in the H oufe o f  Peers^ that the ‘Thanks o f  that Houfe might be g iv en  
to the D u ke  o/" Marl borough, and fome Objedions were made to it, by*tfeab- 
Duke of A rg y le :  Upon 3iis, thofe who were in Jntereft of the Duke of 
M arlborough, being apprehenfive, that if  the Queftion were put, it might 
^  carried in the U^gative, they chofe'rather to drop the Motion, by faying 
it would be Time enough to fpeak of that, when his Grace was come Home; 
whereupon the Houfe ^iourned.

. Off
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On the Twelfth of Decembery the Qj^en nominated R ich a rd  H ill, Efq; 
to be her Envoy Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiary to the U nited Provinces, xhrrc O- 
and to the Council of State, appointed/or the Government of the Spanijh- ucral Offi- 
N etherlands, in the Room of Lieutenant-General C adogan, whom her Ma- 
l^fty had thought fit to recall from that Employment. About the fame 
rime, the Commiflions of Lieutenant-General M eredithy  Major-General 
M ackartn ey , and Brigadier Honeywood were fuperfeeded. An Information 
was faid to have been laid before the ^ e e n ,  that thofe three Officers, in 
their Cups, had drank Damnation^ and Confujton to the New Miniftry, and to 
thofe who had  any Hand, in turning out the Old ; which was underftood as an 
Imprecation on the S^ueen herfelf. Some Perfons, who came over, about that 
Time, from F lan ders, undertook to extenuate their Crime} and averr’d, that 
they onl)f drank a  H ealth  to the D uke o f  Marlborough, and Confujton to all 
his Enemies; a Thing ufual in all Armies, though it happened juil then to 
be equivocal.^ Be this as it will, Mr. G ranville, Secretary at War, was di- 
reded to fignify to them, that the ^ e e n  h ad  no f a r t h e r  Occajion f o r  their  
Service ; bttt that out o f  her graciou s Bounty, Jh e  w as p lea fed  to allow  them to 
f e l l  their refpefliv e Regiments. Brigadier Honeywood, being thtfn in London^ 
her Majefty’s Pleafure was notify’Jto him here i and the Order for fufpend- 

’ ing the other two, was fent to the Duke of M arlborough, who was then at 
and tranfmitted it to them at the Brilly  where they were ready 

to embark for England,
T h e  general Opinion was* that it was thought neceflary to make thefe 

Examples, to keep the Officers of the Army within Bounds; it having been 
reported, that fome, out of an Excefs of Refpe£t to the Duke, had been 
fo unwary, as to drop doubtful Exprellions of Jian d in g  by their G eneral. Be- 
lides, it was charged upon the O ld M in ijiry , in a Pamphlet entituled. Faults  
on both S ides, faid to have been countenanced by fome great Men, that they 
had formed a Defign of making a G eneral f o r  L i f e  j but what Grounds there 
were for that Report, we fliall not pretend to determine. General M ene- 
d ith  had foon after the farther Mortification, of lofing his Places of Gover- 
nor of Tinmouth Fort, and Gentleman of the Horfe to the ^ e e n .

W e  return now to the M arlborough, whom we left on his Voyage Tfic Duke
to England\ wherein meeting with contrary Winds, he did not reach Solebay, o'i Marlbo- 
till the twenty-fix of D ecem ber, at Five in the Afternoon. His Grace lay 

, that Night at C helm sford, and arrived at London  the Twenty-eightL At his * 
Entrance into the City, about Five in the Evenings his Coach was attended 
with great Numbers of People, with Links and Flambeaux, who by their 
Acclamations, cxprefs’d their Joy at his happy Return. Though the Duke 
was very fenfible of the Inftability and Emptinefs of the Applaufe of the 
Vulgar, it could not but be fome Satisfaftion to him, to fee himfelf fo wel­
com’d Home by thofe, who fome Months before had been fo tumultuous, 
in Favour of a Perfon, who had been the main Occafion, or rather Pretence  ̂
of the late Diftraftions and Alterations, which feemed principally intended 
to reach his neareft Relations, if not himfelf perfonally* However, his 
Grace, who was always averfe to Popularity, thought it Prudence, at this 
Junfture, to avoid the leaft Shew of it j wherefore, he ordered his Coach,

^^nftead of g<5ing direftly to St. Ja m es's , to drive to Montague Houfe j from 
whence, after having refted an Hour or two, he went out, by a private 
Door. Upon his Arrival at St. J a m e s \  he immediately waited on the 
Slgeen, who gave him a very gracious Reception, and difcourfed with him 
about half an Hour; after whicfi, his Gracc retired to his Houfe.

N e x t  Morning, the jDuke was fummoned to, and affifted at a Committee' 
the Privy Council} and thar D ^ , and the Days following received the 

Vifits of Che Earl of R ochcfler, Prefident of the Council, the Earl of P ow let, 
firft Lord Commiflioner of theTreafi^y, the Secretaries of State* and other 
Perlbns in the Miniftry : However,* it was for fome Time a Queftion with 
the Publick, whether his Grace had any Interview with Mr. H qrley, who 
had now the greateft Share both in the ^ een 's  Confidence, and in the Ma­
nagement of AiFairs. They who pretended to have a near Infi'ght into the

Secrets
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Secrets of the Court, feemed fully perfuaded, that her Majefty had refolved 
to remove all Strangenefs, andColdnefs that might be between them ; and 
the Event juftify’d their Conjedure.

Hi*Grace is I n  the mean While, the Uncertainty whether the Duke of M arlborough  
not thank’d would be continued in his Command in Flandersy or not, caft a frelh 
tlw'Houfeĵ  upon the P u b lk k  C red it. It was therefore, the general Wifli and Expefta- 

tion of the moft wealthy and fubftantial Citizens, that in order to remove 
mtnt. that fatal Doubt, his Grace might receive the Thanks, at leaft, of one of

the two Houfes o f  P arliam en t, if not of both. But his Grace’s Friends, in \  
the Houfe o f  P eers , having already failed in one Motion for it, as has been 
obferved above, were unwilling to attempt it a fecond'Time; elpecially, as 
they found the Majority of the Houfe, inclined to pafs the famcComjpli- 
ment on the Earl of 'Peterborough : And as for thofe who were in the Duke’s 
Intereft in the Houfe o f  Commons-, they found their Number too fmall to dare 
to make any frefh Motion. Thus his Grace, inftead of having the Thanks 
of either Houfe, had the Mortification, to fee an invidious and fcurrilous 
Letter publifhed, entituled, R eafens why a  certa in  g r ea t  General^ h ad  not 
the Thanks^ ' o f  either o f  the tw o Houfes o f  P arliam en t,

• ' T h is , together w ith  fome dubious ExpreflionSi faid to have been let fall
by the Duke, in the Debates in the Houfe o f  L ord s , concerning the Affairs o /* / 
Spain , increafed the Apprehenfions of many, that his Grace would gratify 
his private Difguft, and lay down his Commiflion ; For it was thought na­
tural for his Refentment to fuggeft, " That he had acquired a fufficienC 

Stock of Honour and Wealth, to defpife the Frowns ot Fortune j That 
** it would be derogatory to his Chara£ter, to ftoop to the Authors of the 

Difgrace of his Relations; who, whatever their Pretences might be,
** would never heartily embrace his Intereft, nor contribute to the Support 

of the Glory he .had already gained ; that the Fate of Waf being uncer- ' 
tain, the leaft Diminution of^the Prolperity that had hitherto attended 
the Arms of the might be charged on him as a Crime j whereas,

‘  ̂.if  any Misfortune fhould befal them, under another General, the Court—- 
** would have Reafon to regret the Lofs of fo profperous a Commander^ 

and to court him to ferve again, which would add a frefh Luftre to his 
Reputation.” But his Grace, who at his Departure from H olland, had 

engaged his Word to the States-G eneral, and to Prince Eugene, not to aban­
don the Common C aufe, refolved to aft the Part of a true H ero , and z g o o d  -  
P a tr io t , we may likewife add, of a confummate P olitic ian  ; he facrificed his 
p r iv a te  D ifgu fts to the P u blick  W elfare , by concerting Meafures with the 
N ew  M im ftry , with the fame hearty Zeal as he had with the Old. He 
prudently confidered, that the preferving his Command in F lan ders, wa» 
the moft effeftual Means to maintain his Credit abroad, and to retrieve his 
Intereft at Home. In Effeft, it is pretty evident, from the whole Tenor of 
the Duke of Marlborough''^ Behaviour, that he never entertained a Thought, 
of laying down his Command of the Army j and the following Letters, 
whicn tho’ dated fome Weeks before, may properly enough be inferted here, 
prove it beyond all Contradiftion, and Ihew how much he had the Good of 
the Common Caufe at Heart.  ̂ ^

S i r,
A Letter PooR Mr. Cardonnel being Sick, I Inuft ask your Pardon for writing In
from his Englijh,^ but I would not deter any longer the returning you my Thanks
Qrace, to a (f r -vnyiv T t-Vio TTifrVi onrl oflTnrinnr fVio 'f'lmf*
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tmdeman* ** obliging Letter of the Fifth, and affuring you, at the fame
very much ** Time, the Satisfaftion I take in the good Choice the E ie ffo r  has ma(^ o f  
jnhisjatc ** M onfieur Bothm ar. Our Conjunfture is fo very extraordinary'
]^e%’s «r require not only his Diligence, but his utmoft Prudence, f
i t H a n l ^  every Thing may end for the beft i but our difmal Afpe£l

** feems rather fevourable to tra n cc t  than to ourfelves. I am, with Truth,
S i r ,

Auguft 18, 1710. Tour fa i t h fu l  Servant,
M a r l b o r o u g h .

Sir ,



S ir,
I H A V E  received from the Hands of Monfieur de S t. Laarrnt^  the Let- T ranfiatioh 

** ter you was pleafed to write to me the Twenty-ninth pait; by which I 
■*^ee the deCgns that Monfieur de B othm ar (hall make a Tour to

the Army, to confer with me, before he goes to E n g lan d  ; which I look fume, 
upon, as in Duty bound, to be a particular Mark of his E lec to ra l High- 

** nefs’s Goodnefs, and the Confidence he is pleafed to place in m e; and I 
** beg of you to affure his Highnefs, and his Minifters, that I fhall not 
“  make an ill Ufe of thisTruft, and that whatever I lhall f:iy to him, fhall 

be wifti no other View, but to the Intercft of the moft Serene E le i io r a l  
** Houfe, and that of EngJandy which are infeparable ; and as becomes a 

faithful and moft devoted Servant, as I have had the Honour lately to 
** teftify to his EM B oral Highnefs myfelf. Before the Conclufion of the 

Month, I fliall take Care to lodge a PafTport -at the Hague^ that Mon- 
fieur de Bothm ar may purfue his Journey, with the greater l^afcty and 
Expedition.

From  the Camp before  Aire, I  am , S tc .
Septemb. 9, 171o. J!h eF rm e» an d D u k eo f}A h ^ i.iO V ^ Q \ 3G'A,
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S i r ,

“  MoNSikuR de S t. L au ren t  delivered me, laft Night, your Letter of Tranflation 
** the Second Inftant, concerning my Lord jR/'uerj’s Voyage. Thofe I 
" ceived, this Morning, itotxi London , of the Twenty-fecond paft, O. S.
** confirm his Departure. I am likewife informed, from very good Hands, fame! 

that he is only charged with Compliments in general, withoiat any Or- 
ders concerning the Command of the Army. However, I beg you to af- 

*■* fure the Perfon, who ordered you to write to me on this Account, of my 
moft humble Acknowledgments for the Goodnefs and Friendfhip he has 

“  fhewn me on this Occafion j and to tell him, that if  I  durft offer my Ad- 
"  vice, in an Affair o f fo ticklifli a Nature, and which fo nearly concerns 

me, his E k B o r a l  Highnefs, if  he fhould mention it to this Lord, fliould 
** give him to underftand, that he has the Goodnefs to honour me with his 
** Proteftion and Favour, and he is fatisfied with my Services j that all the 

H igh Allies having an entire Confidence in me, a Change,, at this Junc- 
ture, could not but be of great Prejudice to the Common Caufe. I f  his 
E le h o r a l  Highnefs would be pleafed to explain himfelf after this Man- 
ner, 1 flatter myfelf with the Hopes, it would oroduce a very good £ffe l̂:

** in  E n gland , to  reftify the unfettlcd Minds o f  fome, and to re-eftablifli, 
in fome meafure, the unhappy Situation of our Affairs} befides the Ad- 
vantage it would be to me in particular : Though I regard the latter as 
nothing, in Comparifon with the former: However, it would lay me un- 
der an Obligation to acknowledge it, by devoting myfelf entirely to the 

** Service of his E leB o r a l Highneis, and his moft Serene Houfe, to the very 
** laft Moment of my Life. I have difpofed of my Letter according td  
** your Defire, and amire you of Secrefy, being very fincerely^

f'rl'm the Camp h e /o r e k lr e»  S I R ,
Septemb. 10, 1710. ThePrinceiandDukeq/'M.AKLBOKbuGHi

S i r ,  • ,

“  I AM indebted to you for two of your Letters; the latter, of theTraftfiationi 
"*'*^wcnty-third paft, was delivei«ed to me, this Morning, by Monfieur de another, 

St, L au ren t, and I was unwilling to lofe the firft Opportunity of returning J  
" you Thanks; for the j::ommunication of what paffes in your Parts. I find fame.

the



«  the for the enfuing P arliam ent. It will be requifite for me, both
with Regard to the Intereft of his E k ^ o r a l  Highnefs, and to the Publick 
Good, to aft with Abundance of Caution in this Aifair. In the mean 

“ While, it would be very necefTary, that the World fhould be undeceived 
“ in this Point: And his E le^ o r a l Highnefs may be afTured, that in this, 

well as in eve^  Thing elfe, I fhall endeavour eVQn to anticipate whatever 
he fhall vouchlafe to command me.
“  Sin c e  Monfieur d& Bothm ar is to ftay yet three Weeks in your Parts,
I hope to have an Opportunity of fpeaking with him at the H ague. The 

“  Siege of St. Venant being now happily accompliflied, we fhall now pur- 
“ fue that of A ir t  with the greater Vigour.”

From  the Camp before KvtQy I  am y &rc.
0£lob. I, 1710. The Prince^ an d D u kr  o f  M a».l b o r o \j g h .

t

S i r ,

Tranllation «  f extremely obliged to you for the Advices you continue to give 
from*thT'̂ ’ me, in y ou r  Letter of the Thirtieth pafl. You may depend upon it, I 
fame, to the “ will maKc fuch Ufe of them, as you defire ; and that whatever you have
fame. the, Goodnefs to acquaint me with, fhall always remain an inviolable Se-^

“  creC. I make no Difficulty of renewing the Treaty for the TroopsT ^Sf 
the enfuing Year. Of this you may inform Monfieur de Bothm ar ; and in 
Cafe I fhould be gone, he will find a Letter at Monfieur Klyngracff\^  
which will advife him thereof.”

1 am , &c.
From  the Camp before  Aire,

Oftob. 8, 171 o. The P rin ce, and D uke o/ 'M aRLBOROUGH.

P ursu a n t  to thefe prudent Counfels, the Duke made a free Refignatlon
of his Duchefs’s Places at Court, by delivering into her Majefty’s Hands the
Gold Key her Grace had  ̂ as Groom of the Stole. This voluntary Sacrifice 
of a Perion fo juflly dear to him, but who had the Misfortune of having 
incurred her M a j e f t y ’s Difpleafure, was thought, by all unprejudiced People, 
a great Demonflration of his Grace’s Publick Spirit, and that nothing could 
come in Competition with his Defire of ferving his Country.

A c c o r d in g l y , it was fo well taken by the that fhe was not only
pleafed to renew his Commiflion, but likewife to make a Difpofition of the 
other Gener âls, entirely to his Grace’s Satisfaftion: An inconteflable Proof 
of her Majefty’s being as yet unfhaken, in the Opinion fhe had always juftly 

TheD uchcfs retained of his Capacity, and Fidelity, As for the Duchefs, it was obferved, 
o f MarWo-' the Lofs of all her valuable Places, which amounted to fome Thou-
ercitcr'a 'fter  ̂ was fo far from being any Mortification to her, at leaft, in
hcrbifgracc, outward Appearance, that fhe lived afterwards, both in Town and Country, 
tlian before, efpecially at her Seat at 5? . wi th an uncommon Splendor, Libera­

lity, and Magnificence; which very fnuch abated the Envy and Malice of 
thofe, who take a Pleafure of reviling Perfons of Worth, and Dignity, when 
under Difgrace.

W e  fhall conclude our Account of the Tranfa£lions of this Year, by ob- 
ierving the great Hopes Frawrf conceived (which we fhall find, in the Sequel, 
were but too well grounded) of a favourable Turn to their Advantage, up­
on this great Change of Affairs in G rea t B r ita in . I'hat our Readers may 
form an Idea how far thefe Hopes extended, and what was the immediate 

* EfFeft thereof, we fhall give them an Extraft of a Letter, fuppofed to Ijave 
been written by Monfieur Petttcum  (of whom we have had Occafion to maK^ 
frequent mention above) to Monfieur Btiys, foon after the Removal of the 
Earl of Sunderland.

I ‘H A V E been (fays that Gentleman) once more at Gcrtruydenburgh^%w^
• ** ufed my befl Endeavours, to prevail with the Minifters of F ran ce to.ex-

“  p la in
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plain chemfelves, upon what Security their Mafter was willing to give,F.xtfaaof» 
for evacuating the Spanijh Monarchy, ^ c .  But I found that gaining Time 

" was their chief Point; and every Pretence of Delay contributed, in their p '̂ êcum.to 
Opinions, to the Intereft of their Mafter. M onficur

T h is  furprizcd me very much, and feemcd fo-contrary to all good^«>’̂* 
‘‘ policy, that I could not forbear arguing the Cafe with them; and endea- 

voured to demonftrate, from their own low Circumftanccs, ai^ the flou*
“  rifliing Condition of the u4Uics  ̂ that the deferring of Peace, in all Proba- 
“  bilit^S muft tend to tiie Difad vantage of France. I fhewed them, that the 
" Affairs of the A llies  were ftill in the fame Condition, or more profperous, 

than when the Prelim inaries were fettled; that their -^rms were v ifforiou s  
every where ; that they had ftill the fam e G enerals, vefted with the fa m e  

** P ow er, In terejl, and A uthority \ that they were now about to penetrate 
** into the very H eart  of F ran ce, D ow ay  being taken, and nothing in F lan -  

ders was able to rejijl the Duke of M arlborough, and the Prince of Savoy ; 
which made all the World wonder, why the K in g  ^France would not con- 
elude a  P eace, when he could no longer carry  on the fV a r  ? I urged the 

«  Unanimity of all th e^ //;a ; I reprefented that E n gland  was not only 
** able, but ftill determined to go on with the W ar; that thej'am e P arlia^  

ment was ftill in being, which had fo readily  g ran ted  fuch g rea t  Supplies ; 
tljat the fa m e  M inijlers were ftill at the Helm, who had had the Manage*

" ment of their Affairs throughout this long and e%penfive JVar^ and p r e -  
Jcrv ed  the Publick C red it beyond Example ; and that, notwithftanding 
the Removal of the Earl of Sunderlandy the ^ e e n  had publickly de- 
dared, and promifed. She would not make any f a r t h e r  A lteration s tn her 

** M inijiry . ,
H ere  they interrupted me, and faid. Indeed if all I had alledged were 

true, the Meafures France was taking would feem very unaccountable ;
** but they could not believe me fo ignorant of what was doing in E n glan d ,
** as not to think that France had good Reafon to change her Style, and ex- 

peft Peace upon far better Terms, than could have been hoped for, or 
even thought of Jaft Year: And they believed I fliould be of the fame 
Opinion, when I faw the Englijh  General d ifg racetl; or, at leaft, f o  / a r  

** m ortified, that he could ferve tio longer, the M inijiry  difcarded, an d  the 
Parliament dijfolvcd.
“ T h ey  obferved that I was very much ftartled at thefe Notions, and en- 

' “  tertained them as vftter Improbabilities. Upon which they told me, in 
ftiort, ‘T hat thefe M eafures w ere already concerted, between France, and her  
Friends in England.

I WAS ft:ill more furprized, and begg’d a farther Explanation; upon 
which they faid, it was true, indeed. Queen Anne had declared, ftie would 
make no fa r t h e r  Changes in her M in ijiry ; but bid me obferve the Artifice 

" of her new A dvifer :. This Declaration was confined to the M inijiry  ;
and, therefore, the Letter of her Promife was not broken, if (he did not 

“  turn out any o f  her Cabinet Council, or th t̂ might properly be called M i"
“  nijters o f  State. There was a Latitude left to remove all the chief Offi- 
“ cers that do not comc ftriftly under that Denomination; which would foon 

be done, by picking out of the Offices of the chief Confequence, all that 
“  were kno'wn to be in the true In terejl o f  th eir  Country, and to he the beji 

Friends, and mojl fa ith j'u l to tBe chiej' M in ijlers , w ithout any R eg a rd  to  
their having ferved il l  or w e l l; and when thefe are all removed, and others 

“ of a quite d i f f e r e n t a n d  P rincip le, put in their Room, in whom 
“ the M inijlers  cannot, at all ^confide, the M inijlers might continue ftill 

in their Pofts, if they pleafe'd, the had promifed not to turn them
out.  ̂ .
“ T hey  deured me farther to obferve, that there was no Engagement 

“  not to Aiff.olve the Parliam ent, which was now laboured Day and N ijh t;
" and if  the States-G cncual, lbrefe«ing the fatal Confequences the Diwlu- 

tion of the P arliam ent muft bring upon the whole A lliance, fhould re* 
y  prefent tlieij; Apprehenfions on this Head, though in the moft'fubmiflive

Manner,
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•‘ Manner, they will be told, They meddle w ith  Things, w herew ith they have 
nothing to do. And there are thole, who have now Accefs to the who
will fatisty her, it is a Treatment flig ought to refent.

B ut what they infiftcd upon chiefly, and with the greateft Satisfaftion, 
was the Scheme, which, they faid, was laid to deftroy the Publick Credi^ 
in England, and would make it utterly impoffible for the A lius, to carry 
on the War any longer. They inftanced a great many other Particulars, 
and concluded from the whole, that if theMarfhal de Vi liars  could fpin 

“ out the Campaign, without hazardiiw a Battle, and oblige the A llies  to 
** fpend this Summer in three or four iMcges, the Advantage which France  

would reap from the Meafures concerted in E ngland, would m^re than 
“ counter-ballance the Lofs of three or four of their molt corrfiderable 
** Towns.”
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Remarks W e  fliall not pretend to affirnl this Letter to be genuine; but if  it is, as 
upon this tlie Behaviour of the French Plenipotentiaries it  Gcrtruydenburgh makes it
Extraft. highly probable, their Court muft have had an early Knowledge of, and a

confiaerable Influence over, the moft fecret Defigns and I'ranfadions of the 
B ritijh  Court, at this Time.

1711. come now to an Account of the Proceedings of the Year 1711,
which we lhall begin, as we did thofe of the lalt Year, with a Relatiop of 
all fuch Domeftick Occurrences as had any Regard to our B ritijh  Hero.

O n  the Sixth of Ja n u a ry , there was a memorable Debate in the Houfe o f  
P eersi about the Conduct of the Earl of G alw ay  in S p a in ; on which Occa- 
fion, after the faid Lord had given ingenuous Account of his Behaviour in 
that Kingdom, and was withdrawn, the Duke of M arlborough, togther with 
feveral other Peers, fpoke very much in his Favour; and, amonglt other 
Things, his Grace faid, J t  w as fom ew hat Jiran g e , that Generals, who had  
aH ed to the heji o f  their Vndcrjiandings, and had  loji their L im bs in th* Ser­
vice, Jhoiild  be examined like Offenders, about injignificant Things. On the 
Twelfth, the Houfe o f  Lords pafled a Cenfure upon the la te  M ini/try \ as 
haVing contributed to all our Misfortunes in Spain, and to the Dilappoint- —  
ment of the Expedition againft Toulon; by bei^ , in a great Meafure, the 
Occafion of the War’s having been carried on oftenfively in thofe Parts, con­
trary to the Opinion of the Earl of Peterborough.

A memora- “ On this Occafion, It was moved, that an Addrefs ihould be made to the 
blc Debate in •* ^ e e n ,  to free thofe who were under an Oath of Secrely, from that Tye, • ■<" 
F arliam tn t. n  ^  fy H  Account might be laid before the Houfe, of all their Conlijl- 

“ rations; Her Majefty readily granted this, and came to the Houfe, which 
“ was underftood to be with Dcfign to favour what was aimed at. Here- 
** upon, the Duke of M arlborough, the Earls of Goldolphin and Sunderland,

■ “ and the Lord Cowper, ftiewed, that conlidering the Force fent over to 
Spain, tinder the Lord R iv ers , they thought an offenfive War was ad- 

" vifable ; that the Expence of this War was fo great, and the Profpeft fo 
promifing, that they could not but think an of^nfive War was neceflarj-;

“ and that to have advifed a defenfive one, would have made them liable to 
“  a juft Cenfure, as defignlng to protraft the War. The Defign ujpon Spain  

was no Ways intermixed w'ith the Aflfairs of Spain j the Earl or Peterbo- , 
rough fancied he was in the Secret, and had propofed, indeed, the bring- 
ing over fome Troops from Spain, for that Defign; and had offered a 
Scheme to the Duke of Scnmy, wherein that was mentioned, and had £ent 
it over to E n g la n d ; but though his Royal Highnefs fuffered that Lord to 

“  amufe himfelf with his own Projefl:, wh^ch he had concerted for the A^
“ tempt on Toulon, he had declared he would not undertake it, if it was not ^  

managed with the utmoft Secrcfy; which was facredly kept, and the De- 
“ fign only communicated to thofe, to whom it was to be intrufted, for the 

Execution thereof. No Troops from Spain were to be employ’d in that 
n ijirj cen- Service, nor did it mifcarry for want of Men. Thefe Lords farther faid, 
fured, <( They Ijad given their Opinion in Council, according to the beft of their 

“ Judgment; their intentions were fincere, for the Servicc ot the S jieffh
“ and



« and to bring the War to a fpecdy Conclufion. Yet a Vote paffvd, T/Mt 
they w ere to blame fo r  advijing an (^erijhc H^ar in Spain> upon ivbich ths 

“ Lofs o f  the B attle  o f  Almanza /o llow edy  and that th is occu/om d the Mif~ 
carriag e  o f  the Ucjign upon 1 oulon*”
H e r e  was a  new and Arrange Precedent, of cenfuring aRefolutlon taken in RcmarJcs 

 ̂Council i and ot defiring the Sovereign to order all that had palled in Coun« 
cil to be laid before the Houfe. In all the hot Debates in f^ing Charles the 
Firft’s Reign, notwithftanding many Refolutions taken in Council were juftly 
cenfurabk, yet the pafling any Ccnfure on them was never attempted, by 
Men who were no ways partial in Favour of the P rero g a t iv e :  But they un- 
derftood yeiy well what our Conftitution was in that Point. A Refolution 
in Council, is only- the Aft of the Sovereign i who, upon hearing his Coun- 
fertors deliver their Opinions, forms his own Refolution. A Counfellor, in­
deed, may be liable to Cenfure, for what he may fay at that Board j but the 
Refolution taken there, had been hitherto treated with a filent Refpeft but 
by thib Precedent, it may hereafter be fubje£l to a T arliam entary  Enquiry.
The Sl êcHy fays a late Author, was fo defirous of having a Cenfure fixed on 
“ her former Minijiryy that (he did not fufficiently confider the Wound 
given to the Prerogativcj by the Way in which it was done.

O n  this Occafion, the Earl of Peterborough rcccived the Thsnks of that 
j 4ugiijl jiffemblyy for his eminent and remarkable Services in !ipa in :  This, as 
the Duke of Marlborough had not been honoured with the fame this Year,
‘could not but be a great Mortification to him, as were, undoubtedly, the 
Cenfures which enfued, with Regard to the Affairs of Spain) on tlie la te  
M inijiryy and the Earl of Galway^ in whofc Caufe his Grace had fpoke.

I  NEVER (fays a late Author, on fummlng up this Matter) faw any Farther Re-
Thing carried on in the Houfe o f  P eers , fo little to their Honour as this there-*
was : Some, who voted with the Reft,feem’dafhamcdof it. Thcyfaid fome- 
what was to done, to juftify the ^ ef« ’s Change of the M tnijlry j and 

“  every Thing, elfewhere, had been fo well conduced, as to be above all 
Cenlure: So the Misfortune of j 4lmanza being a vifible Thing, they re- 
folved to lay the Load there. The Management of the Puolick Trea- 

“  fure was exaft, and unexceptionable: So that the fw g le  Misfortune of the 
** War was to be magnify’d. Some were more ea/ily drawn in to concur 

in thefe Votes; becaule, by the A d  of Grace, all thofe who had been 
concerned in the Adminiftration, were covered from Profecution and 

** Punifhment: So this was reprefented to fome, as a Comphment that 
would be very acceptable to the ^ e e n ,  and by which no Perfon could be 
hurt.”
R ich ard  Hilly Efq; who, as we obferved before, was iappointed Envoy 

Extraordinary’, and Plenipotentiary to the States-G ejieral, & c . in the Room 
of Lieutenant General Cadogan,^ having excufed his going in tliat Character, 
either on Account of fome Indifpofition, or for other Reafons, the 
on the Eleventh of Jan u ary , appointed the Earl of Orrf/^, a Major-General, 
in his Room.

W h a t  Difcourfe pafTed between her Majefl^, and the Duke of M arlbo­
rough, when his Grace refigncd the Duchefs’s Places, has been varioufly re­
ported } but as that Converfation was in private, we fhall not prefume to 
fay any Thing about it. It is evident, however, bv the Sequel, that her 
M ajcjfy , and* her new M inifters, thought it advifeabfe to continue his Grace 
in the Command of the B ritijh  Forces in Flanders j and, in order to make 
him cafy in his Poft, lomc younger Generals were fent to command ellb- 
where.

A L h T E  Author fums up thefe Matters, as far as regards his Grace, as 
follows: “ As the Dake of Marlborough was involved m the general Cen- 

Aire pafs’d on the form er Min\firy^ he had not the ufual Compliment of 
Thanks, for the Succefles of the former Campaign. When tliat was 

** moved in the Houfe o f  Lords, it was oppofed with fo much Eagernefs by 
“ the Duke of ^ rgy le , and others, that it was let fall. For this the Dukte 
" was prepared by the ^ e e n  j who, upon his comino; over, told him, that 

NuM B.^XXni. 8 A ' -  he
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Some Re­
flexions on 
the Duke
of Marlho- 
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un'uftly cen- 
fui d by his 
Ejuniies.

1 l>c Du- 
chcls of 
AIaribo~ 
rough'i, Pla­
ces diliK'Icd 
of.

€i Ae was not to expcft the Thanks of the t-tvo Houfes, as had been formerly: 
She added. That flic expefted he fhould live well with her M m ifters : l e t  
he (hewed no Refcntment for all the ill Ufage he met with ; and having 

" been much prefs'd by the States, and our other M lies , to continue in the 
Command of the Army; upon that Account, he refolvcd to be patient, 

** and to fubmit to eveij Thing, in order to carry on the M âr; and finding 
the ^iccrCi Pi'epofTeflion againft his Duchefs was not to be overcome, he 

** carried a Surrender of all her Places to th  ̂ She was Groom of
the Stole, had the Robes, and the Prity-Puffe; in all which, fhe had 

“■ ferved with great Oeconomy, and Fidelity to the and Jultice to
thofe who dealt with the Crown.”
T h e  Duke of M arlborough having been thus continued in the Ccmmand 

of the Britifl) Forces in Flanders^ and the Duke of A rg y k , who had given 
his Grace fome Uneafinefs, being recalled from thenec, and {quX. m to  Spaint 
it was the Opinion of many, that a Reconciliation was actually concluded 
between his Gracc and th6 new M h ifiry  : But the Author of four Letters, 
written in Vindication of the late M inifiry , as to the M anarement q f t b c  M'̂ ar̂  
and the N egotiation d/'Peace, who, it was generally belieNt̂ d, received Hints 
and Inftrudions from hi$ Grace, plainly infinuated, “ That little more 
f’* Harmony*was to be expefted between two Rivals in Power, than be- 

tween a rifing and a fa llin g  Favourite. Some Perfons, fays that Author, 
** would ftill pretend to put a good Face upon the Matter; and do noc 
** cjueftion, from the Duke of Marlborough^s palt Succeffcs, but he will yet 

frighten our Enemies into an honourable Peace But I am afraid he is not 
likely to do much, at this Time, when the Enemy are encouraged to 

** lake Heart afrefli, th e  j^lHes full of Jealoufies and Fears, and himfdf ex- 
tremely mortified: Things are no more the fame, than the Ufage he 

** meets with : When he is uneafy in his Thoughts, undermined in the Fa- 
vour of his Sovereign, and vilely mifreprefented to the People: When 
his W'ant of Intereft at Home, makes it impoffible for the Jellies to de- 
pend upon the Hopes he gives them : When he is without Authority irt 

*■' his Army, where it is made criminal to efpoufe his Intereft, and to fly 
** in his Face, is the furefl: M’̂ ay to Advancement: When it is meritoi-ious 
** in his Officers to caba l aeainft him, and the moj} faFfious will be thought 
** the moji deferving. Witn what Heart can a Man in thefe Circumltances 

ferve't Or what Succefs can be expefted from him, when he Is to de- 
** pend upon profefs’d Enemies for his Support ? It is little, I think, we 
** can hope for, even from him hereafter, though that little be more than- 

any body elfe could do.’’
T h e  Duke’s Friends, however, concluded, that his Grace refolvcd to fa- 

orifice his pivate D ifgv jis to the publick Good, by concerting Meafures with 
the nczu M m ifiry , if not with equal Confidence, at leaft, with tW fame hearty 
Zeal, for th e  Common Caufe, as he did with the late Lord Treafurer; than 
which, no M otives could be more Hcroitfc. But his Grac.e had his Enemies, 
who gave a vei*y different Conftruftion to this Matter; and though they 
could not bring the leaft Proof to fupport their Allegations, they were not 
wanting to fuggefl, that nothing but a predominant Paffion, and an infa- 
tiable Avarice, made him keep the Command; and that he rather chofe to 
make a Surrender of the Duchefs’s Places, than hisown^ which were fo much 
more advantageous. Thus may the moft well-defigned, and difinterefled Ac­
tion be cenfured, by envious and malicious Men, as proceeding from quite 
contrary Motivrs.

H o w e v e r  that be, about the Beginning of February, the was
pleafcd to write a Letter to the States-Gcft&’al, in Anfwer to one from them, 
wherein her Majefty declared herfelf entirely fatisficd with the Conduft of 
the Duke of Mifrlborough ; and alTured them, that according to their Defirc, 
fhe would order his Grace to fet out forthwitli for Holland.

Hek Majefty rook fome Days to confider of it, before difpofed of 
the Duchefs Aiarlborovgh's Placesbut towards the End o f  J a m ia ty , it 
was publickly known, that the Duchcfs of Sonierfa fuccecded her Grace, as

Groom
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GrDom of tlie Stole, firft Lady of the Bed-chamber, and Lady of the Ward­
robe to her Majcfty, as alfo, that Mrs. M ajham  was advanced in her Room 
to be Privy-Purfe : Whereupon, fooii after, the Duchefs removed from her 
Lodgings, in the Royal Palace at St. Jamcs'% to ATont^ue-Houfc j retaining 
of ail her former Places only the Rangerfhip of which had
i>een conferr’d upon her Grace for a certain 1 crm of Years.

O n the Sixth of February, the Annivcrfary of the Birth-Day, it
was celebrated with great Pomp and Solemnity ; but the Pukp of A Jarl- 
horough did not appear at that Fcftival, having fet out, four Pays before, 
with her Majef^’s Leave, for Blenheim-Houfi, m Company with the Mar­
quis de P a fca lj Governor of BrujJelsy who was lately came from Flanders, 
and Monfieur dc Seijjfan. His Grace did not ftay long there, but returned to 
Londo7i \v\th. the fame Comparw \ and fet out from thence on c];ib Eighteenth, 
together with them, and the Earl of Orrery^ in ot’der to embark fox H alland, The Duke 
Before his Departure, his Grace received positive A(Turauces, that the Pay- 
ment of the Troops, under his Command, fhould be taken Care of *5 
eft'eftually, by the N ew  M inijiry, as it had been heretofore. Ltnd.

Wb fh^ll leave his Grace on his Voyage, for the prefent, and mention 
fome more Particulars relating lo our Domeftick Affairs, becaufc they are 
neceiTary to the Underftanding what follows, and were introdu^^on’ to our 
B r it iJ j  Hero's Difgrace. On the Seventh of AJarch, the Lord Vifcount 

% Townfljend^ her Majefty’s Embaffador-Extraordinary, and Plenipotentiiiry to 
t̂ !e States-G eneral of the Unitcu-ProvinccSi having defired Leave to return 
Home, her Majefty vvaj pleafed to appoint the Lord R aby , her EmbalTador- 
Extraordinary to the King of Prujjiut to fucceed him in that Employment 
at the Ha^ue.

A b o u t  the fame Time, the Marquis de G uifcard  having been feixed for 
H igh-Treafon, and being carried before a Committee of the Privy-Gouncil* 
attempted to murder Mr. Harley^ whilft under Examination, by ftabbing 
him in the Breaft with a Penknife : But the Blow lighting on the Bone, the 
Blade broke about half an Inch from it, and the Wound did not prove Mor­
tal, though it was thought defperate for fome Weeks. The Houfp q/'Com- 

k, _mons being informed that Mr. Harley's W'ound was almoft healed, and that 
he would veiiture abroad in a few Days, they came to this unanimous Rc/b- 

. lution : “ That when the Right Honourable R obert Harley^ Efq; Chancejllor 
“ of her Majefty’s Exchequer, attends the Service of thi* Houle, the 
“  Speaker, in the Name of this Houfe, do coiigramlare the laid Mr. H a r-  
‘f ley\ Efcape, and Recovery, from the barbarous and villainous Attempt 

, ** made upon him, by the Sicur de Guifcard ■y''’' which was done accordingly,
the Seventeenth of ̂ / /  //.

T h e  fame Night, Captain P o’wel arrived at H ly iteha ll i x o m  the Hagm\  be- T h tE m f tr s r  
ing fent Exprels by the Lord Raby^ with an Account, that the Emperor 

died of the Small-Pox, Vienna^ the Seventeenth of that 
N . S . upon which, the rcfolved to concert Meal^ures, with her H igh  
A llies , to advance King Charles Hf. to the Im perial I'hrone. V '̂herefore, 
on the Twentieth, her Majcfty fent a MefTage to the Houfe o f  Commons i 
acquainting them with this her Refolution, wherein, ihe faid, die States- 
G eneral hzd likew K e concurredj “ affuring them, at the fame Time, flie Refolution* ’ 
“ had an entire Confidence in the Affe£lion and Duty of her P arliam ent, uken by the 

that with tKeir Afllilancc, under the Prors^lion and Blefling of M mighty 
“ G od, ftie (hould be enabled to make a happy Conchjfion of this War,
** by aC afe  and honourable P ea ce” 1 he fame Day, hotl  ̂ Houfes agreed in an 
Addrels to the ^ c c n , which was prefented the fame Evening } and wherein, 

they not only approved of her Itlajefty’# Meafures, but. told her; they 
** niif fv* /■Jifrn'irnwd. bv this, or anv  nrhnr •
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“ It was of great Importance the World fhould know  ̂ that both Houfes o f  
“ P arliam ent, fo unanimoufly approved the Meafures, fhe had taken on the

“ Em peror^



“  E tnperorh  Death, which would very much cncourage her jrlllies, to con- 
** tinue united in the Common Caufe.”

P e o p l e  of Penetration imagined, that the f e r n ' s  Meflagc gave a Glimpfe 
of the Scheme the Neu> M in ^ ry  had formed, upon the Death of the Em­
peror Jo fep h  ; viz. to make a Peace, by yielding up Spain, and the IVcJi- 
Jndies, to King P h ilip : Not only becaule of the Expence it would coft to* 
regain them, and the infurmountable Difficulties which would occur in the 
Attempt, but allb becaufc, in their Opinion, it would deltroy the BalJance 
of Europe, which was the main Objeft of the G rand AUiajice. As there­
fore, both Hoijfes o f  P arliam ent, had fhewn a Readinefs, in their Addreifs, 
to approve oi any Meafures her Majclty (hould think proper, in order to 
procure a Peace, the M inijfry  were now left at Liberty, to putffue their 
Scheme, undef the Sanftion of that Authority.

A little before the Emperor'^s Death, two great Paints were fully adjufted : 
We mean the Compofingof the Differences between the Jm ptrial C ou n , and 
the Duke of Savoy; which was done to the entire Satisfaftion of the latter ; 
and the.appeafing of the Troubles with the Malecontents in Hungary \ which 
proved or vaft Service towards facilitating the Advancement of King 
Charles III. to the Im peria l Throne.

Ml*. Har. O n  the Second of M ay, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer propofed a
Vs gfcat Scheme he had formed, to Jfatis/^ a ll Tuhlich and N ation al D ebts and D eji-

; by allowing the Proprietors thereof, an Intereft of Six p er  Cent >  
the Publick ^nnum, redeemable by Parliam ent, and incorporating them to carry ou 
Î ebts. a Trade to the South'Seas. There was, at that Time, a great Debt upon 

the Navy ; occafioned partly by the Deficiency of the Funds appointed for 
the Service at Sea; but chiefly by the Neceflity of applying fuch Supplies 
as were given without appropriating Claufes, to the Service abroad j wnich 
5t was impollible to carry on by Credit, or without Ready-money ; where­
fore it was judged more convenient, and conducivc to the Publicfc Good, t«* 
let the Navy Debt run on. This had incrcafed to feveral Millions, and 
the Difcount on the Navy Bills ran high ; this whole Debt, therefore, was 
thrown into one Stock, and a Fund formed by Parliament^ for paying the 
Intereft at Six p er  Cent, ^

T h e  Flatterers, fays a late Author, of the Neva M iniftry, made great 
Ufe of this to magnify them, and to afperfe the Old M inijlry ; but a full 

** Report of that Matter was foon after publilhed, by which ic appeared 
that the Publick Money had been managed with the utmoft Fidelity and
Frugality ; and it was made evident, that when there was not Money
enough to anfwer all the Expences of the War, it was neceffary to apply 
it to that which preffed molt, and where the Service could not be carried 
on by Credit: So this Debt was contrafted by an inevitable Necellity ; 
and all reafonable Perfons were fully fatisfy’d with this Account of the 

•* Matter. The Earl of Godolphin’'̂  unolemiih’d Integrity was fuch, that no 
** Imputation could be faftened on him ; fo, to keep up a Clamour, they 
** reflefted on the Expence he had run the Nation to, upon the early Suc- 

cefles, in the Year 1706, which were very juftly acknow edged, and cleared 
in the fucceeding Seflion j but it was now revived, and faid to be an Inva- 

** f o n  of the g rea t  R ight of the Commons in giving Supplies, to enter on 
Defigns, and to engage the Nation in an Expence, not provided for by 

•* Parliam ent, This was aggravated  with many tragical Circumftances as a 
“  Subverjion o f  the Conjlitution ; fo with this, and the thirty-five Millions, of 
** which the Accounts were not yet pafs’d, and fome other Particulars, they 

made an inflaming Addrefs to the ^ueen, at the End of the Sellions. And 
this was artfully fpread through theN?tion; by which weaker Minds were 
fb polIeiTed, that it was not eafy to undeceive them, even by the fulleft 

** and cleareft Evidences: The Nation feemed ftill infatuated, beyond the 
Power of Convi£Vion.”
T h e  Cenfure this Author here hints at, fell heavieft on .the late Lord 

Treafurer ; for the Commons voted, Amongft other Things : “ That the not 
compelling the feveral Accomprants to pafs their rcfpcdive Accounts,

4, “ had
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had been a notorious 'Brcach o f  Trujfy in thofe, who, of lute Years, h«cl 
I ** the Management of the Treafury, and an H igh hijujlicc to the Nation ; and 

*' that the increafing the Publick Expences, beyond the Supph'es granted 
“  by Parliam ent, had been the chief Occafion of the Debts ot the Nationj 
“  and an Invaftm  of the R ights of P ar liam en t/’'

N o t long after the Scheme abovementioned had been approved in Par>- He, is maJe 
Jiamcnti the having refolved to reward the manyiignal a n d  e m i n e n t

Services of Robert H arley, Efq; Chancellor of her Majefty’s Exchequer, and 
one of the Lords Commiffioncrs of the Treafury, in a moft diftinguifhing 
Manner, ihe firft created him Baron H arley  of H'igmorty in the County w  Trmfurtr, 
Hereford,f»Eds\ of Oxford, and Earl A lortim er: The Patenf having palled 
the Seal the Twenty-fourth of M ay, his Lordfliip was introduced naxt Day, 
la to  th e  Houfe 0 / P eers, and took his Place accordingly. On the Twenty- 
ninth, her Majefty appointed the new Earl L o rd  H igh T rea fu n r  o f  G reat  
B rita in  ; and the Firft of his Lordlhip took the ufual Oaths, to qua­
lify him for entering upon that High Poft.

O n  the Twelfth of Ju n e , th e ^ « «  went to the Hovft o f  L ords, with the 
i ufual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, fhe gave the Royal Aflent
, to feveral A6ls} after which Ihe made a moll Gracious Speech * and proro-
' gued the P a r liam en t; \vherein, contrary to the Expetlation of many, the
' ’ PfccflTary Supplies for carrying on the War againlt France, were granted 

with fuch Alacrity, as feemed at that Time, a DemonH:raiion to all un- 
. byafs’d People, that her Majofty’s u4llics had then nothing to fear, nor her 

i Enemies to hope, from the Change Ihe had lately made in her M jiijfry , and
i P arliam en t; notwithltanding the pretended Indnuations of the Ft ench P len i-
' potentiaries at Gcrtruydenbufgb, and the Endeavours of feveral, as well at

Home and Abroad, to pcrluade the World to the contrary. Her Majefty 
I thought fit to take Notice thereof in her Speech, as follows.

“ I THANK you. Gentlemen of the Houfe o f  Commons, in a  particu lar Pnri of tha
■ ** M anner, for what you have done ; you have comply’d with my Dcfire,

in granting a Supply for building many new Churches  ̂ and you have 
, not only enabled me to carry on the ff^ar, but have made (Jfcd iia l Provijion LingThT
I  “  f o r  paying thofe hravy D ebts vf'rnch were almoft grown an infupportablcFarlamtnu 

Burthen, to the Publick : And rhat.at a Time, when our Enemies every 
" where pleafed themfelves with the Hopes, that the Supplies for the Ser- 
** vice of the current Year could not have been found. You have difap- 

pointed them in all Refpetls , and by the great Sums you have raifed,
** the greatelt ever granted to any Prince, in one Selfion, you have rt'ftoVcd 
“  the Publick Credit, which I will take Care to prelcrvc by a frugal Ma- 
*' nagement. The VV̂’orld muft now be fati^y’d, that nothing can be too 

difficult for a Parliam ent, filled with fo Hjch Zeal, for the true Intcrcft 
“  of the Nation, in Church and State.”

A LATE Author giy«>s a very diiFerent Account of the Motives which 
gave Rife to feveral of the Tranfaaions of thofe Times, which we fhall like- 
ivife infert for the Entertainment of our Readefs. ** The Earl of O xford,
“  fays he, being made L ord  T reafurer, foon bccame the Chief, if not fo lc  

Minijier^ for every Thing was direfted by him. It foon appeared, that 
“  his Strength lay in managing Parties, and engaging weak People, by Rc- 

wards and Promifes,to depend upon him; but that he neither thoroughly 
underftood the Bufinefs of the Treafury, nor the Conduft of Foreign  
-Affairs : But he trufted to his Intereft in the %cv;;,and in the Favourite.
“ He faw the Load, which the carrying on the War muft bring upon NegotJati- 
him ; fo he rcfoived to ftriktiup a Peace affoon as poffible. The Earl of *

“  f e r f e y  had fome Correfpondence in P a r is , and fonie at St. G erm ains; fo 
he trufted the Conduft of .the Negotiation to him. U he Duke of Neut- 
caflle, who was L ord  Privy-SeaL, died of an Apoplexy in Ju ly .  Upon 

“ his Death, there appeared a great Competition for this Office; tho Slueen,
" and her P rim e M iniver, therefore, took fomc Time to confider of a pio- 
“ per Perfon, for this important Poft. The Dukes of Buckingham, Shrew f- ‘ 

bury, and Lecdi, the Earl of Nottingham, the Lord Gunnfey h's Brother,
8 B “ and
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)
and the Earls of Clarendon, and Jc r fc^ , were named on one Side ; and, on 

“ the other, the Duke and Duchefsol Someifct made great fnterert for the 
“ Lord Sommers, and went near to bring tlie and the Earl of Oxford^
“ into that Counfel ; at which the Duke of Shrewsbury was fo difgufted,  ̂
“ that he retired to his Scat in O a/ordjhire. It was then faid, that the* 

Privy-Sciil was to be given to the Earl of J c r f e y ; but that he died fud- 
deniy, the \ ery Day it was to be given him. Upon that, it was conferr’d 
upon Dr. Robmfon-^ Lord Bilhop ot B r ijh l,  Dean ot JVindjor^ and Regilter 

“ of the Order of the Garter, who was defigned to be F ir f i  P lau potn itiary , 
“ at the Treaty that was proje£Ved.

“ T h i s  was publickly known, the Thirtieth of and on the Third
" of September, his Lordlhip was Avorn at H'lnAfor-, both as L o rd  K eeper o f  
“  the Priv^ -Seal, and one of the Lords of her MajelVy’s Privy-Council i but 
“ though this Choice difgufted fome great Men, the Effects of which ap- 

peared not long atter, yet it was generally applauded at that Juncture ;
and the more, as his Lordfhip had the Happinefs, to be well in the

“ Efteem of both Parties. This Step of the Court’s, tiowever, occafioned 
“ more Speculation than ufual, and the rather, bccaufe this great Office of 
“ State, had never been in the Hands of a Clergyman, iince the R e/orm a-  
** tion.

Mr. Pr/er “ M atthciv Prior^ a Gentleman, who by his natural Abilities, ancf
cut to »» pregnant Genius, improved by aiIiduou8 Study, had gained a Name amorgft
trance. ,( Wits of the -Age, and found Means to raife himfelf to feveral Em-

** ployments, who, Tikewife, had been the Lord Jttfey'%  Secretary, was, 
“ upon his Death, employ’d to profecnte what his Mailer did not live to 
** fiiufli. He wasfent to the Court o iF ra n ce , in September, to try upon what 
“ Terms we might expeft a Peace : And he was thought the fitteft Perfon 

for fuch a private Negotiation, by Reafon of his former Employnnent, at 
the Peace of B yfw ick , of Secretary to King firit Embaffy to
France ; and of his perfonal Acquaintance with the Marquis de ^orcy, 
who was the firft Projeftor of this Negotiation. His Journey was carried 
on fecretly ; but upon his Return, he was ftopt at D over ; and a Packet 
which he brought, was kept till an Order from Court came to fet him free: 

“ And by this Accident the Secret broke out. Soon after this, Monfiem* 
M efnager, and the Abbot du Boisy were fent over from France, with P r t-  
Uminaries \ but very different fronvrfiiQfb, which' had been agreed on at 
f?lie Hague, two Years before. The Court was then at TVindfor \ thefe 

“ Propofitions were fo well erYtertained there, that a Copy of them was or- 
dered to be given to Count G alias, the Em peror's Miniiler. He treated 

“ thofe Offers with much Scoj^ and p rin ted  the Prelim inaries in one of our 
A'e-ws'Papers. Soon after tms, he Avas ordered to come no more to Court, 
but to make Haffe out of England.
“ T h i s  Proceeding (continues o u r  Author) was fevere and unufual; for 

" the common Method, when a n y  Provocation is given by a publick M in i-  
** J } e r ,  Is to complain of him to his Mafter, and to deure him to be re- 

called. It was not thcr! known upon v/hat this was grounded; the Surmife 
“ was, that his Secretary, Monlieur G au ltier, who was a Prieft, betray’d 

him, and difcovered his fecret Correfpondence, and the A.dvertifements 
*' he fent the Em peror, to  give him ill Impreftions of our Court; for which 

Treachcry, he was rewarded with an Abbey \n France  ̂ but of this (adds 
our Author) I have no certain Information.

W h e n  our Court was refolved on this Projcft, they knew the Lord 
Jow n p en d  fw well, that they could not depend on his fei-ving their Ends; 
fo he was both recalled, and difgraced: And the Lord Roby  was brought 

“ from the Court of PruJJia, and advance'd to be Earl of Strafford^ and fenC 
“ Embalfador to Holland.'**

The feven Prelim inary Articles^ as they were communicated to the Mi- 
niltcrs of the Forsign Powers, who were Parties in the G rand j^lliancey were 
US follows;

P R E -
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P R E L I M  IN A RY A R T I C L E S ,  on the P a r t  o f  F'rancc, J o r  procuring
a  General Peace. ,

r. ** T h e  Kingt being willing to contribute all that is in his Power, to T h e  feven 
the Re-eftablimment of the General Peace, his Majelly declares, 'I’hat he 
will acknowledge the ^,ccn  of G reat Brit^iin xn th.it (^ulity, as ail'o the munfcatol”* 

“  Succellion of that Crown, according to the prefent Settlement. to forci?n
2. “ T h a t  he will freely, and bona jiiie , confent to the taking all j i i f t  M inilku.

“  and reafonable Meafures, for preventing rhe Crowns of Fiiince and Spain  
“ bein^ever united on the Head of the fame Prince. His Majelty being 
“ convinced, that this Excefs of Power, would be contrary to the Good anu 
“ Qujet of

“ T h e  K ing’s Intention is. That all the Parties engaged in the prefent 
War, without excepting any of them, may find their reafonable Satisfac- 

« tion, in the Treaty of Peace which fhall be made: That Commerce may 
“ be re-eftablilhed, and maintained, for the future, to the y\dvantage of 
“ G reat B ritain  and Hoilandy and of the other Nations, who have been ac- 
«  cuftomed to exercife mutual Commerce.

4. “ As the King will, likewife, maintain exaftly the Obfervatlon of 
Peace, when it ihall be concluded: And the End his M.ijefty propofes to 
himfelf is, to fecure the Frontiers of his Kingdom, without dilrtirbing, 
in any Manner whatfoever, the neighbouring Stalesy he Promifes to

“ agree, by the Treaty which fhall be made, that the D utch lhall be put 
in Poflcfuon of the fortified Places, which fhall be mentioned, in the JVif- 
th erlan d i; to ferve hereafter for a Barrier, which may fecure the Quiet 

‘ of the Republick of H olland, againlt any Enterprize on the Parr, of 
“ France.

5. “ T h e  K ing  confents, likewife, that a fecure and convenient Barrier 
fhould be formed for the E m pire, and for the Houfe of ulu jiria.
6 . “  T h a t  notwithflanding D unkirk  had coit the K ing  very great Sums, 
both to purchafe it, and to fortify it, and it is farther necefTary to be at a 
very conflderable Expence, for razing the Works, his Majefty is willing

« to engage to caufe them to be demolifhcd, immediately after the Conclu- 
« fion of the Peace; on Condition, that for the Fortifications of that Place,
«  a proper EquivalefiC, whicj  ̂ maj^be fatisfaftory, be given him : And as 
** England  cannot furnifti tllat Equivalent, the Difcuflion of it fhall be re- 

ferred to the Conferences, to be held for the Nejgotiation of the Peacc.
7. “ W h b n  the Conferences for the Negotiation of the Peace fhall be 

«  formed, all the Pretenfions of. the Princes and States eagaged in the prc- 
“  fent War, fhall be therein difcufTed bona fid e , and amicably; and nothing 
“  fhall be omitted to regulate and terminate them, to the SatisCidion of all 
“  the Parties.”

By Virtue o f  a  fu ll P ow er fr o m  the King, w e the underwritten Knights o f  
his Order o f  St. Michael, Deputy to the Coifncit of' Commerce, have concluded, 
in his M a te fi fs  Name» the prefent Preliminary Articles. In w itnefs whereof^
Vie havejgnedi

M E S N A G E R .
Doijp at London, September 27, O, S. 

and October 8. N. S. 17 11.

T h e s e  Prelim inary Articks,*^^^ they were then called, though they were Great Mur- 
only Offers figned by the French Agent, being fo very different from muring* 
what had been propofed, when the Marquis de Torcy was fent to H olland, 
but two Years before, furprized every one, and occafioned great Murmur- 
ings, amon^ the Generality of Pe^le of both Parties. They were look’d 
upon as captious, inJidio\is, and infufficient to ground any Treaty upon ; nay, 
many would hardly believe them to be genuine. It was natural ibr People 
to ask, whac Advantage France had gained during the two laft Campons ?

b
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What Viftories the had obtained over th e  A llies?  That they coulcf
have the î lFurance to make Offers novsr, fo vaftly diftant from thofe the 
A llies  had F^afon to expe£t, and France herfelf had been upon the very 
Point of accepting.

To appeafe, in fome Mcafure, the Minds of the People, and to put a ‘ 
Stop to thefc Murmurings, an Addition of fix other Prelim inary Articles-, were 
n ia d e  publick, the fame Day, in the News-Paper, called the ¥oJi-Boy', which 
were iaid to be agreed to by France^ though thev were not yet figned, nor 
communicated to the Minill-ers of the A llies. Thefe were in Subftance :

Six others i .  T h a T  the Kingdoms of NapJcsy Sicily^ and Sardinia^ and the Duchy
made pub- Milana with the FortrelTes of Tufcanyy which belonged to the Crown of
pLfc thT Spairty and all Flanders, fhould remain for ever to the Houfe of Altifiria. 
n-ople. 2. T h a t  King Philip  lliould have all Spalv^ with the Iflands o iM a jo rc a

and Minorca^ and the l^''cji-lndics.
3. T h a t  the Englijh Ihould have a Garrifon in C ad iz , aiid the South^Sea 

Company a Settlement on the Continent of A m erica, according to the Adt of 
Parliam ent.

4. 'Y\ihX''DunVith fliould be demoliflied, and the Harbour deftroyed.
5. T h a t  the Dutch might appoint Commiffanes, to treat with other 

Commiffaricy, to be appointed by France, concerning a neceffary Barrier.
6. T h a t  Satisfaftion and Security ftiould be given to the oi\iQt A llies , at 

the general Congrefs.

But in vain. N O T W IT H S T A N D IN G  the Addition of the fix laft Articles, to conciliate 
the Favour of the Publick, the feven "Preliminaries no fooner appeared in 
Print, than Swarms of Pamphlets came out, which arraign’d t le 
Condu£l i and, on the other Hand, as M inijiers of State, though never f o  

' bad , will never want proftitute and venal Pens to defend their Meafurcs, as
many were publiihcd to befpeak a favourable Reception of thefe Articles. 
Some of the Foreign Minilters were likewife alarmed, at the Apprehen- 
fions of an approacĥ ing Peace. In particular. Count G alias, xhc Emperor''s > 
Minifter could not contain himfelf, on this Occafion, as it has been faid, 
within the Bounds of Decency ■, on the contrar)', he let fall fuch Exprefficns, 
with Regard to her Majelly’s Adminiftration, as were not thought very be* 
coming, from the Minirter of a Prince, who had fuch fingular Obligations 
to the ^ icen , and the Nation. Her Majefty, therefore, thought Ihe could® 
do no lefs, than forbid him the Court; but flie had ftill fo much Affedion 
for his Im perial Majefty, as to let him know, that any other Miniitcr from 
him would be agreeable to her.

T heD ukcof H a v i n g  thus premifcd what we thought material, for the right undcr- 
Marlborough ftanding the Sequel, we fhall now return to the Duke of M arlborough, whom 

we left on his Voyage to Holland. He arrived at the tfdgue on the Fourth 
t e ague. M arch , N. S. vtry  much to the Satisfaftion of the States-Generalf and of 

all the Minifters of^the A llies refiding there. He continued there fome 
Time, and was daily in Conference with the D^uties of the States, to con­
cert the Operations of the enfuing Campaign. The Advantages obtained by 
the Co7i/edcriites, the foregoing Summer, in the Netherlands, the Reduc­
tion of Doway.^ Bethune, A ire , and St. Venant, were fo connderable, that 
they were refolvcd, if poffible, to purfue their Conquefts, and to pu/h on 
the War with the utmolt Vigour. In order thereto, it was thought a Mat­
ter of great Importance, to be in the Field before theEnemy ; it was, there­
fore, determined to poft Detachments from all the Garrifons along the 
Scarpct and between that River, and the Canal of D ow ay, whereby a great 
Body might be formed in a few Hburs, and ip a Readincfs to march. This 
was put in Execution with great Expedition, under the Direftion of Lieu- . 
tenant-General Cudogan j and fuch Care was taken to conceal the Number of 
thefe Detachments, that the Enemy could not get any Account thereof.
At the fame Time, vaft Magazines were providing at Tovrnay, from whence

Provifipns,

/
524 r-Jc M I L I T A R Y  H I S T O R Y



P r o v if io n s ,  and other NecefTarics, were Co be f c n t  to  Doway^ up th e  Scke/ii^ 
and th e  Scarpe, for fubfifting th e  Troops.

O n  the other Hand, the Frcuch Forccs began to afTemble near Hoth Armies
and A rra s , about the Middle of j4p r i l  \ and the Duke oiM arlhw ou ^ h  having ***'

. Intelligence, that the Marfhal de f l l la r s  was expedled at one of thofc Places ' 
on the Twenty-fifth of A p ril, his Grace fct out from the H ague on the 
Twenty^hird of that Month, and arrived at ‘Tournay the Twenty-fixth, near 
which the Troops were encamped, in feveral Bodies. There his Grace held 
a Council of V\"ar, with the Deputies of the States, and the Gci^erals, 
wherein it was agreed, T hat thofc Troops JJ.m ld  jo in , and fo rm  the Army ; 
which \̂ as accordiugly done, the Thirtieth, at Orchics, between L i^ c  and 
D oivay. The next Day, the Duke pafs’d the Scatpt\ and encamping be­
tween D ow ay .̂x\d Bouchain, found that the Enemy had drawn togetnertlicir 
Forces behind the S cn fct; and that they wore as numerous this Year, as e\ er 
they had been, bdides their being encamped in a molt advaniagcous Poit, 
which was looked upon as inacce’flible.

H ereupo n , his Grace decamped, the Firft of M a y and his Army, 
having paffed the Scarpcy took Poll all along the Road, from Doivay t o / a- 
kncicnncs. Here he waited for the Reft of the Troop’s, which •sverc to form 
his Army; and the Arrival o i  Vvxncc FugdiCy who had beeti detained at 
Vienna, and in the Empire^ by the unexpected Death of the Em peror Josbru; 
his Highnefs fpent lome Days about F tan k fort, to concert, with the E lc ffo r  
of AkfitZy the neccffary Meafurcs for the Secuiity of the Em pire-, as alfo 
to view the Lines, and other Ports. This done, having given fuch Di­
rections as he thought requifitr in thofe Parts, he proceeded to tlie Court of 
the E Je^ or Pa!atinc-> to regulate (everal Matters with that Prince ; who, as 
one of the Vicars of tlic E m pire, was to have the chicf Adminiliration of 
Affairs, during the hitcr-rcgnum.

H avi ng made thefe necelfary Difpofitions for the Security of the E m pire, P'inrc 
his Highnefs arrived at the Hague^ the Fifth of M a y , but being obliged 
continue there for fome Time, he did not join the grand Army till the 
Twenty-third of that Month; which being the Anniverfary* of the Battle 
of R am illics, his Highnefs dined with the Duke of M arlborough, and the 
Confederate Generals, who were met together, to commemorate that glori­
ous Vi£Vory : This done, he went, in the Evening, to his Quarters, at the 
Abbey of Anchin.
, T he  Confederate ^rvnyy being now fully adembled, confifted as follows:

 ̂ T h e W i n g ,  under the Command of ? n n ce  Eugency of fixty-five Bat- 
 ̂ talions of Foot-̂  and one Hundred and twenty Squadrons of Horle and Dra­

goons ; and the Lefty under the Conduct of the Duke of Marlhotoughy of 
one Hundred and nineteen Battalions, and two Hundred twenty-fix Squa­
drons; making in all, one Hundred eighty four Battalions, and three Hun­
dred forty-fix Squadrons, all in good Condition; with one Hundred and Ele­
ven Cannon, eight Huwbitzersy and forty Pontoons. Hereupon, after fome 
Deliberation, his Grace, and the Prince, refolved to continue in their Pofts, 
as long as poflible, in hopes that the Want of Forage would oblige the Ene­
my to decamp from their inacceflible Poft.

T he Frcwc/j General, however, was willing to make the moft of his ad­
vantageous Sicuation ; and ’was fo far from being under any Apprehenfions 
of being attack’d by the Confederate Army, though they were at no great 
Dilhnice, that upon the News of the Emperor'^ Deceaie, he made a Detach­
ment of fifteen Battalions, and as many Squadrons, for the Upper Rhine.
This was done, purfuant to a Refolution taken by the French Court, to invade Monficut 
th e  Empirey and obftruft, as mucn as poflible, the Eledion o i  Charles \ deVillan' 
to  the Im perial Dignity. It was even confidently reported, that the E lector  
o f  B av aria  was to fet out very fpeedily for Strasburgh, in order to have the 
Direaion of that Expedition; or, at leaft, *to head a ftrong Detachment, VhlJftooh. 
with which he* was to attempt the Paflage of the B lack F orefi, and to penc- 
rratc into B a v a r ia ; whilit the Marfhal de Harc'ourty with the Reft of the 
French Army, which was to be reinforced with a confiderable 6ody

 ̂ C Troops/>fW.
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Troops from DauphinCy were to attack the Germans, in the Lines of EtUn^ 
gen. Thefe Reports were rendered ttill the more probable, by a Journey 
the Marquis de Torcy took, at this Time, to Compiegne, to confer, as it was 
believed, with the E lc ffo r  of B a v a r ia , about thisDefign ; and it was farther 
faid, that his E k f fo r a l  Highnefs was to go in Perfon to M a r li , in order to,. 
have an Interview there with his M oji C hrijiian  Majefty.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  thefe Reports were grounded chiefly on Suppofi- 
tions. Prince Eugene thought himfeU obliged, as General of the E m pire, to 
confult the Security thereof. Wherefore he detach’d Count F eltz , with the 
Im peria l ■SiVidi P a la tin e  Troops, confifting of fifty Battalions, and twelve 
Squadrons, with Orders to obferve the Morions of the Enemy’s Petach- 
ment, and march accordingly ; his Highnefs defigning to joiti them himfclf, 
on their palfmg the Rhine at C ohkntz, after having taken a Tour to the 
H agu e, to concert Meafures with the States-General.

H e r e u p o n ,  the Marfhal dc F illars , bciieving himfelf to be fufficiently 
ftrong, to oppofe any Attempt the Duke of M arlborough might make; (hiis 
Army, before he fent away the firft Detachment, having been computed to 
confirt of one Hundred and ninety-two Battalions of Foot, and three Hun­
dred forty-eight Squadrons of Horfe and Dragoons, with ninety Pieces of 
Cannon, and twelve H a w b itzcrs J  refolved to fend a fecond Detachment, 
confifting of ten Battalions, and twenty-fix Squadrons, with Orders to fol­
low the nrft : And to convince the French Court yet more of the Truth of 
his AfTertion, that his Army were fo difpofed, as to have nothing to fear 
from the Con federates^ he made a third Detachment of two Brigades of Foot, 
and one of Horfe, who were to purfue the fame Route as the two former. 
Thefe Notions of Security, which the French had fo fondly imbibed, pro­
ceeded, probably, from the State of Inadtion, wherein the Covfedcrate Army 
had hitherto remained; and their General was fo vain as to believe, they 
would not dare to attempt the parting of his Lines; which he, according 
to his ufual Self-fufficiency, had Itiled the Duke of Alarlborouih's Non plus 
ultra.

Tl'.e French In Effe£l, fiothing remarkable had happened as yet, except u few fmall 
havetiieAd-Skirmilhes, wherein the Enemy had gained fome little Advantages: Efpe- 
vantage in at M ortaigue, where a Detachment of one Thoufand nine Hundred
Skirmilhes Men> of the Garrifon of Conde, and one I'houfand one Hundred of the Gar- 

rifon of Valenciennes, commanded by Monsieur Perm angle, furprized a Con­
voy of fort)’-five Boats, laden with Corn and Hay, going up the Scarpo- 
from Tonrnay to the Army; and efcorted by two Battalions, under the 
Command of Brigadier Chambrierf a Sw ifs. The Engagement v/as very 
hot, and the Battalions behaved bravely, ror above an Hour; but the Ene­
my being fo much fuperior in Number, and throwing fome rombuftible 
Matter into the Boats, fet them on Fire; burnt and funk thirty of them ; 
took the Brigadier, with feveral other Officers, Prilbners; and difperfed the 
Reft, after having killed and wounded about five Hundred of them. This 
is the moft general Account given of this Aftion; but there are others which 
fay, that the Garrifon of S t. j 4mand advancing to the Afliiftancc of the 
Guard, the Enemy retired; having firft fet on fire twelve of the Boats, with 
the Lofs of about a Hundred Men killed and wounded j and that the A llies  
loft about the fame Number.

A n o t h e r  Party of the Enemy, under the Command of the Count de 
V^tllars, marched out of the Tpres, and attack’d a fmall Fort at HafTeSeck, 
wherein were only forty Men, commanded by Lieutenant D unbar, of Lieu 
tenant-General M urray's Regiment, whq were made Prifoners, after a brave 
Refiftance. On the other Hand, a Detachmcnt of the Enemy’s Grenadiers, 
fupported by four Hundred H ujfars, endeavoured to furprize a Poft, the 
j 4llies had taken at the Convert of ; but were repulled with Lofs, by 
three Hundred Englijh, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cholmley, of the 
Guards.

On .the 14th of Ju n t , the Duke of M arlborough marched, with the Army 
under his Command, in fix Columns, over the Scarpe, in fight of the Enemy;

and
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arid encamped in the Plains of Lens, without meeting with the leart inter-TheDukcof , 
ruption from them. His Defign in this Motion, was to have drawn the AMhorough 
French oti to  iom c  A Ciion i and indeed they did alter the Situation of their 
Camp, and began to lay Bridges over the Scbf/d, as if they intended to pals 

.it. This obliged his Grace to mark out a Field of Battle; which, upon thaC* 
Suppofition, he look’d upon as unavoidable; but the ICnemy made no far­
ther Motion } only a Hundred of the Confederates Dragoons, with the fame 
Number of H ujfars, advancing to the Banks of the Scurpe, over-againft the 
L e f t  of the Enemy’s Camp, where fome Bridges were laid, aniF a fmall 
Number of them fhewing themfelves to the Enemy, whilft the Reft remain­
ed unfee î at a Diftance, three Hundred of the Enemy’s Horfe* purfued 
them to their Carps de R e fe rv e ; but they were charged with fo much Vi­
gour, that forty of them were killed on the Spot; and two Captains, a Cor­
net, and fifteen private Men taken Prifoners.

T h e  Eighteenth, in the Night, the whole T iqu et  of the Freuch ’Grand 
Army advanced from A rra s  to Fim i Chateau ; defigning to have iurprized a 
fmall advanced Guard, of four Hundred Men, poltcd there, from the Con­

fe d e r a t e  Grand Army at Lcns-y but being difcover’d in Time, the Guard 
were in aPolture to receive them ; and firing upon them, on their Approach, 
they thought fit to make a Halt: By this Time, the Confederate Army were 
alarmed; and the P iquet being ordered out, to affilt the advanccxl Guard, 
the Enemy immediately retreated to their Camp at ^ r ra s .

T he Duke of Marlboroughy having received Informattion, that after he 
had left his former Camp, the Enemy had repaired to the Dyke of 
in order to ftop the Waters of the ^enfet from running into the Canal of 
D ow ay, and thence into the Scarpe, whereby they had rendered the latt 
River unnavigable ; as alfo, that they had fortified the Chateau of ChantcriUy His Grace 
and caft up a Redoubt before the Mills of A rk u x  ; his Grace ordered thofe 
Pofts to be attack’d by feven Hundred Men of the Garrifon of Ooway^ fup* and |,*a» 
ported by the Piquets of the whole Army : I'hefe marching all Night, it to’rtiilcd. 
ported themfelves between the Villages of Sailly , and E clu fe, to prevent any 
Succours coming from the Enemy. The Condu£  ̂ of the French^ on this 
Occafion, was thought very unaccountable; for they lay quiet all the while, 
though the R ight Wing of̂  their Army was not above a League off, where­
as that of the A llies was dittant above five. The Port was carry’d with a 
great deal of Courage ; and ninety Soldiers, a Caprain, and three Subalterns, 
who were in Garrifon in the Chateau^ together with twenty-five private 
Men, and one Subaltern, in the Redoubt t^fore the Mills, were taken Pri­
foners. Hereupon the Duke, confidering the great Importance of this Poft, 
ordered Monfieur des Roques, the Engineer, with fix Hundred Men to fortify 
i t ; and left the Workmen fhould be interrupted by the Neighbourhood of 
the Enemy, Count Hompefch marched with ten Battalions, and twelve Squa­
drons, and encamped at Fieren, in order to cover them.

T h e  Marllial de V illars, happening to get Intelligence of this March, 
and being exafperated at feeing the A llies fortifying a Place of that Impor­
tance under his ver)' Nofe, refolved to oppofe them. ^To that End, as he 
took Care always to aft upon fure Grounds, and never to hazard an Attack, 
but with a confiderable Advantage,’ he detach’d the Count deG aJJion , and 

*the Count de Coign^, both Lieutenant-Generals, with thirty-two Squadroni,
Part of the King^s Houfhold, and Part of other Cavalry, Dragoons, and 
Niijplt^s, about one in the Morning: Thefe, by the Advantage of a very dark 
Night, pafTed the Out-Guards unfeen, and ei^ht Hundred Dragoons, and 
two Hundred H ujjars, who furprixed four of^the Squadrons, commanded 
by Count Hompejcb, cut the Hafters of the Horfes, who were tied at the T h e  Enemy 
Pofls, which put all into a great Difordcr. But immediately the others rufh- 
injr out of their 'I'ents, Sword in Hand, fome in their Shirts, and fome 

' hajf-drefled, put to the Sword all thofe whom th ^  found among the Horfes.
During this firfl Skirmifh, others nui to their Bundles, took their Arms, 
and carry’d ofF their Standards and their Kettle-Drums. If the Enemy had 
feiied firft upon the Bundles, the Diforder had been much greater! as foon
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ias the M en had found themfelves deprived o f their Arms. During this 
ConfuHon, and U proar, the Infantry, and the R eft o f the Cavalry, who 

 ̂ were encamped at a fmall Diftance from thencc, had I'ime to run to 'their
A rm s, and put themfelves in a Pofture o f  Defence ; and the Right retreat­
ing  towards the Covered W ay o f Doway, the R eft made fome Difcharges. 
w ith  good Succefs, and obliged the Enemy to retire w ith Precipitation, 
■without having been able to make any Adv'antage of this Surprize. T hey  
only deftroyed Part o f the Horfes o f  our Squadrons, who had about two 
Hundred Men killed and wounded; as for the Horfes whfch had been dif- 
perfed on all Sides, they returned afterwards, and were almolt all caught 
again, except about fifty, tha t were carry’d off by t ^  Enemy. 'I'he M ar­
quis de ^ in c y ,  however, with his ufual Veracity, makes Count Hompefch 
h im felf allow his Lofs, on this Occafion, to have bee|i nine Hundred and 
fifty Men killed, and thirteen Hundred wounded, befidds twelve or thirteen 
H undred Horfes that were carry’d off.

T h e D u k e o f  Duke of Marlboroughy upon hearing of this Accident, went thither
Marlborough h im felf the next Day ; and to prevent the like again, not only ordered the 
changes the Situation o f his Camp to be changed, but likewife to have the W orks, be- 

gun at Arleiix^ compleated with the utmoft Expedition ; and as foon as they 
were finiihed. Colonel was commanded to garrifon that Place, with fix
Hundred M en. H ereupon, the Marfhal dc VillarS) who ha^ advanced him ­
felf, with Part o f his A rm y, to fupport his thirty-tw o Squadrons, in Cafe 
any Detachments had been made from the Coi\federate A rm y, to crppofe 
them , fummoned Colonel Savary to furrender A r h u x ; telling him, at the 
fame Tim e, that the Troops under Count Hompefch were entirely cut off: 
But the Colonel rcfolutely anfwered, That he had both Men and Ammunition 
to defend his Po(l to the laji Kxtremity ; and the Marfhal thought fit to take 
his W ord, for he did not venture to attem pt any T hing  farther. Things 
remained in the fame Pofture till the I'w entieth  o f Ju ly , when the Duke ot 
Marlborough, feeing no Likelihood o f  bringing the Enemy to an Engage­
m ent, decamped from the Plains o f Lens, and removed to Gonay, in the 
Neighbourhood o f Bethunct and marched from thence, the next Day, to Cote» 
near Aire.

U p o n  the Confederate A rm y’s m akii^  this M otion, the MarfliaL Fil- 
Jars alter’d likewife the Situation of his I^ rc e s ; and encamped with his Right 
a t Etrun, near A rra s,  and his L e ft  at Hefdin. From  thence he fent twenty- 
e ight Battalions, and th irty  Squadrons, to recover the Poft of ArleuK ; 9 
Body fuflicient to have invefted a large F o rtrefs: But neverthelefs, left he 
fhould have failed of his Defign, he thought fit, for his greater Security, to 
have Recourfe to a Stratagem, and pretended this Detachment was defigncd 
for the Samhre. T h e  Marftxal de Montefqiiiou had the Conduft o f this E x­
pedition in Perfon, and attack’d this fmall Poft in Form ; firft cannonading 

Tht French for nine Hours, with four twenty-four Pounders, and then ftorming it , 
jccovcr Ar- Sword in Hand. As foon as the Duke o f  Marlborough received Information 
leux, thereof, he immediately detach’d General Fagely with forty Squadrons,

(fome Accounts fay General Cadogan, with thirty Squadrons) and all the 
, Grenadiers o f the A rm y, to  oppofe their Defign, but they came too late. 

T h e  Garrifon made a gallant Defence, and repulfed the Enem y, w ith a 
great Slaughter, in three feveral A ttacks j but what could fix Hundred M eit 
do againft a whole A rm y ? The)* were obliged, at laft, to furrender the 
P lace ; and the Garrifon, with their Commander, were made Prifoftcrs o f 
W a r ; but not till after they had killed the Enem y a Captain, and about an 
Hundred Soldiers, and wounded feveral} ^mongft others, the Count de Vljle^ 
a Brigadier.

F o r  W ant of greater Caufe o f T rium ph, the French made a great Noife 
about this petty C onqueft; and to magnify the H onour thereof, pretended 
tha t the Forces em ploy’d in this important A dion , were not near fo nu- • 
merous as they were in R eality  ; bu t'they  were, in fome Meafure, to  be ex- 
G ufed  i Fortune had not been ufed to favour them o f  late Years. I 'h e

following
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following pompous Account o f that Tranfaftion, was publifhed, a t that 
T im e, at Paris.

“  I h e  Enemy having taken the Redoubts o i ^ r k t t x ,  defended by fe- 
venty M en (our Accounts fay ninety) and the M ill, wherein were only 

.  “  fifteen, (our Accounts fay twent)-five) feoarated from the Frrnch A rm y 
by unprafticable MorafTes, thev work’d for three W eeks together, to pur 

“  them  into fuch a Pofture, that tney could not be attack’d but by a formal 
, “  Siege. T hey ere£i:ed a verv good Fort, furrounded with three Ditches ; 

which covered three feveral Works, lined with P^lilFudes; and pur thcre- 
“  in a Garrifon of five Hundred Men, under Colonel Suvary, w ith ten 

Piecgs of Cannon, and a large Q uantity o f Ammunition, befides one 
“  Hundred and thirty Men in the M ill. (Our Account mentions but fix 
"  Hundred Men in all.) Neverthelefs, the Marfhal de Vil/ars only waited 

till the Enemy’s A rm y ihould remove one Day’s March Dittance from 
** thcnre, to have it attack’d'again. Thi^ they did the Tw entieth, upon a 
“  Suppofition, that the Poft was now fecure; upon which, the Marfhal de- 

tach’d the Count w ith twelve Battalions, and eight Squadrons,
"  (our Accounts fay thirty-tw o Squadrons) to go, as it was given out, to 
“  ^ ie v ra in ,  near Mons, but fent him Orders to  halt at Qifn^hray, T h e  

M arlbal de Monttfquiou defired to take upon himfelf the Charge, and 
«  Care of this Expedition ; and Monfieur de f l l la n  confented to it. T h e  

A rtillery was conduced; the Bridges laid over the iSV̂ ĉf i and the Troops 
under the Command o f the Count d'Jh^nifiy the Marquis He Coig/iy, and 

“  the Prince d'lfenghen, marched with io much Expedition, and Sccrefy,
“  that the Poft was inveltcd the Twenty-third, at Break of Day, before tht?
** Enemy had any Notice of our Defign. T h e  Befiegcd defended them- 
“  felves very bravely, and yet tlie M ill and the Fort were taken by Storm,
“  at One in the Afternoon, and the Garrifon made Prifoners of W ar, as a 

Reprizal for the like Treatment to the French, when the Allies took that 
Port. T he Officers and Soldiers rtiewed an extraordinary Courage, waded 

"  through the Ditches up to their verj* Middle. T he Sieur Jhily a Bri- 
gadierj had one of his Legs broke; and the Sieur La Fonde was danger- 

“  oufiy wounded, but we loll only fifteen or twenty Men ; whereas the  *
"  Befieged had above one Hundred, and fifty Men killed, and a greater 
“  Numoer wounded.” A very probable Account tru ly  / that Troops un­
covered, and expofed to the Fire both of the Cannon, and Small Arms of 
the Enemy, affauhing a ftrong Fort by Storm, fhould lofc but a tenth 
Part of the N um ber loft by thofe they attack’d, und«r the Sh<?lter of a 
good regular Fortification ; though, accotding to their own Account, they 
defended themfejves very bravely.

I t  was after this Expedition the Duke of Marlborough the De- ThcDuke<>»
fign he had formed, o f being too hard for the Vigilance o f the Marfhal de Mavlh,rty-h 
rUlars, by pafTing ^hofe formidable Lines which ho had prcfcribcd to the 
j 4lHes, as ^ e i r  Nan plus u l t r a and o f which we have already given a De- 
fcription, in our Account o f the Tranfa6li<3ns o f the laft Year. They lie- iJneTby 
gan at Bouehain^ on theScbeld ; and were continued along the Senfet, and the l»tratagcm. 
Scarpei to y4rro s ; from thence they proceeded along the Upper Scarpe, and 
the Selle, to the Ganche *, the Opening to thofe B.ivers being intrenched, and 
fortified with all poffible Care, by a large Ditch, defended with Redoubts, 
and other ftrong Works. His Grace, therefore, upon a careful Survey o f 
tfftJ^ Lines, and mature Confideration, found it would.be too dangerous to 
endeavour to force them , for which Reafon he refoJved to attempt them by 
Stratagem. In order the better,to com pfs his Defign, and make the Ene­
my believe, that he was aftually determined to attack them, he commanded 
out twelve Hundred Men, to mak«: the Roads and Bridges in the F ro n t; and 
dccamping from the Fi’rft* of Augufi, advanced with the whole Arm y 

'  to  Rcbtemjre.-^ and from thence to  Ftllars Brulin, within two Leagues of the 
Enemy s Lines. Here he fet all hfs Troops to work at making Fafcines; 
b u t ordered them not to exceed the Length  of four Foot, that they 
miVht not fatigue the Infantry too much in carrying them j and M ve out,

8 D that
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that he intended to attack the Lines next M orning. T h e  French General 
was fo fully perfuaded thereof, that he fent Orders to a Itrong Detachm ent, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General d'EJtahi, which had been fent upon a 
fecret Expedition, to, halt at P e r o m c as he did alfo to the Garrifons o f 
Tpres, anc St. Omcrs, to come and join his A rm y, which he drew altoge­
ther beliind his Lincs. , , i , - t-

T h e  Day before the Duke of Marlborough began to put this E nterpnze
in Execution, Mr. Cardonneh his Grace’s Secretary, fent the following L e t­
ter to Monfieur at Hanover; which, as it contains fome Particu­
lars not mentioned elfewhere, we fhall infert, for the Entertainm ent o f our 
Readers.

S i r ,   ̂ FromthcCamp atViViirsTirnVm, A u ^ . i ^ i r .
Letter from “  I HAVE, received tHe Honour of your Letter, o f the Thirtieth  paft, 
Mr. Cordon- “  and am glad that you found my Lord Duke’s Letter to your Mind. I
m/, toMon. tt hope, likewife, that it will be of fome Advantage to y o u j for I can af-
it Hanover. lure you, it  was W ritten With th a t View.

“  W e are, at prefent, in a pretty critical Situation ; we have marched 
two Days, in order to advance near the Enemy, and are now within two 
fmall Leagues Diftance of them. Monfieur has drawn together

** all the Troops he can ; and our Advices fay, that the Garrilons o f I'pres,
“  St. Omcrs, are upon the March to join h im : Neverthelefs, we may 

probably attem pt to force his Lines, before two Days are over, all pof- 
fible Preparations being making to that End, though the W eather is not 
the moft favourable for that Purpofc: It having rained, without ceafing,

. ”  to-day, from Noon to this Hour, which is about Eight in the Evening.
Pray give my humble Refpefts to Monlieur Bothmar, and believe me to

A . C a r d o n n £ L .

P . S. M v Lord Duke has received your Letter, with the inclofed, but
hopes you will be fo good to exculc his not anfwering in his prelenc
H u rry .” ,

TO  amufe the Enemy more efFe£tually, the Duke o f Marlborough wer’t, 
the Fourth o f Auguji, N . S. by Break o f Day, with feveral o f the General 
Officers, and two Thoufand Horfe, to take a nearer View of the Lines, and 
of the Situation of the Enemy’s Camp : But his real Defign, when he moved 
from Cote, was, to endeavour to get within the Enem y’s Lines, by at­
tempting the Paffage of the Sctifet, by A rk u x ,  which he now believed was 
left unguarded, as, in EfFeft, it happened to be. T o  this End, he ordered 
Lieutenant-General Cadogan, and Count Hompefcht to repair, with the ut- 
moit Expedition, to Doway, and draw together fome Troops, which had 
bt-en left thereabouts on purpofe; and which, w ith a Detachment o f that, 
and the neighbouring Garrifons o f Lijle, and St. \Amand^ made a Body o f 
twenty-three Battalions, and feventeen Squadrons. T h e ir farther Orders 
were, to march direftly with thofe Troops to j^rkux, and endeavour to pafs 
the Senfet, whilft the Duke him felf would advance, with the whole A rm y, 
to fuftain them. And that nothing m ight delay this extraordinary M arch, 
Brigadier Sutton was fent before-hand, with the A rtillery, and the FonPdohs, 
under a good Guard, to lay Bridges over the Scarpe, near Vitry, and over 
the Canal o f Arkux^  near Gouhzin ; Breacj was alfo ordered to be baked at 

' L i j h ,  for fix Days.
Miliars Things were managed fo priyately, and the Grimace was car-

kept well, that the Confederate Generals themfelves, had not the leaft
continual Ih o u g h t, that any T h ing  elfe was defigned, but the attacking of the Lines
Alarm by the next Morning. Theie Motions had fo much the defired EfFeft, in de- 
o ^ M a r l L  ceiving the Marlhal de Villars, tha t he kept his Troops under Arms, N ig h t 
rough'i Mo- I^^y, and reinforced them with all the Men he could poflibly draw
tions.  ̂ together
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tbgether on that Side j infomuch, that he left not any Num ber o f Forces in 
th e  Pofts he had on the Senfet.

I n  the mean W hile, the Confederate A rm y were expefting Orders to 
M arch, which were not given out, till Six in the Evening. T h e  M arch 
v/as to begin between Eight and N ine, affoon as i t  was dark enough to Itrike 
their Tents, without being difcovered by the Enem y, who were near enough, 
otherwife, to have feen them ; but whether it was to be to the Right, or to

■ the L eft was not known. T hey  were only told, that the feveral Columns, 
in which the A rm y were to m arch, fhould find an Officer a t the Head of 
each o f them  at fuch an H our, who A ould lead them the W ay they were 

’ to take, MJben the appointed T im e came.
A b o u t  N ine, the whole A rm y, to their great Surprize, wei^ o r d e r e d  to T h e  Conft- 

m arch by tjbe in four Columns, w ithout Beat of Drum , the Duke him- derate Army 
fe]f leading the Van, w ith the H orfe o f the L t f t  W in g ; who Advanced, w ith " 
fuch extraordinary Expedition, that by Five the next M ornings his Grace * 
paffed ihc Scarpe, ^ iV itry . There he received A dvice, that Count Horn-. 
pcfcJTh^iA paiTed the Ser^'et, w ithout any Oppofition ; had taken Poffelfion of 
the Paffeaon that River, and on the Schc/d a t Oify ; the French having with*
Drawn this Detachments they had on that Side, fome Tim e before. H ere­
upon, his Grace haftened his M arch, lelt the Enem y ftiould get th ither be­
fore him*; and, at the fame T im e, difpatch’d Orders to the Grand A rm y, 
to purfue" their M arch with the ufmoft Expedition. T h e  Duke, with his 
P'an-Guat^ of fifty Squadrons, having palled the Scarpe, haftened on to­
wards A rk u x ,  and Bac a Bacheul, where he arrived before E igh t a-C lock; 
and the Head of the Columns joined him there about T en '; having marched 
above ten Hours, at a great Rate, without halting ; a T hing  hardly to be 
parallcl’d in H iftory, but by another M arch, which proceeded from the 
fame inimitable F o refig h t; we mean that which brought on the  Battle o f 
Oudenarde.

T h e  M arfhal de Villars had no fooner N otice how he had been deceived. T h e  Mar- 
and of this unexpefted M arch o f  the Confederate A rm y, but he was imme- '̂̂ •̂ '̂ dcVUlan 
diatel}’" apprehenfive of their Defign. W h c^fo rc , having waited f r o m , 
Eleven at N ight, till  Two the next M orning, Tor certain fntelligence, he bu[*comeT’ 
decamped, with his whole A rm y ; and putting him felf at the H ead o f the tooJatc- 
King'^s Houpold, marched with fuch Expedition, that he came in Sight with 
the Head of his Line, about Eleven a-Clock, foon after the  Duke o f M arl­
borough had joined Count Hompefch, and paffed through the Defile o f  M ar-  
qiiion, w ith tw enty Squadrons. However, when the Marftial faw that his 
Grace was advancing, with his Horfe drawn up, to attack him, he retreated 
behind a M orafs, where the R eft o f his Troops joined him  foon after ; But 
a Hundred Dragoons, w ith fome few Officers, whom he threw into the 
Caftle of Oifj) were made Prifoners o f W ar. Neverthelefs, two R egl- 
iTients, which the Marftial detach’d from Valenciennes, under the Command « 
o f the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, a Brigade of Foot, whom he fent to Cam- 
hray^ had better B’ortune, and threw themfelves into thofe Places. '  * >

U n d o u b t e d l y  it ftung the Marflial de Villars to the Heart, to be thus After which 
vlfibly out-general’d j after he had given the Court o f France repeated Af- 
furances, that he had taken fuch Meafures, as made him not in the Icaft a p - ' 
■prehenfive o f  meeting with any Infult from the Allies \ and after he had^^’"'̂  * 
written to the French King himfelf, that his Lines were the Duke of M arl- 
ho'tvitgh\ Non plus ultra. W herefore, he ^ave outj in order to keep up the 
Spirits o f his Troops, that he would attack his Grace the next Morning

French W riters pretend, that the Duke of Marlborough^ Defign, in this Frivolou! 
Enterprize, was to have pafTed *both tha Senfet, VLnd the ScheId, before the 
Marfhal de Villars could have been able to get to the latter, to oppofe his[y°
PafTage ; but that being difappoiht'ed by the M arihal’s extraordinary Dili-'he']\lauer.

* gence, and fc;eing the Frencjj I 'roops before him ready to difpute that Paf- 
fajre, he began to be very much chagrined, and repented o f his Ralhnels:
T lia t he found he could not keep in that Station ; ?nd that he fliould be ob­
liged to pafs, either the Senfet, or the Scheld, with his whole A rm y ; both of

which
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which would be attended with great Danger : Becaufe the Enemy being fo 
rear, it was to be feared, when Part of his j'\rmy had pa(Ted either of thole 
Rivers, the M arfhal would fall upon the R«mainder, which would not then 
be in a Condition to refitt his whole Force, ft will be natural now to ask» 
Vl'hy Monfieur de Fillars, when he had fuch Advantages, did not purfue . 
them ? W hy tru ly  (fay they) he had his Reafons for not doing i t ; which, 
t h o u g h  they could not be dived into, were very evident afterwards. A  
j,-iig^hty pretty Come-ofF! It is certain the Duke o f Marlborough was under^^ 
no% ch Apprehenfions, as our Readers will foon fee. However, his Grace 
having had Intelligence of the M arlhal’s Threats to attack him , tho ’ he had 
little Caufe to be apprehenfive of afiy ill Confcquences from thein, loft no 
T im e, but drew his Troops, as faft as they arrived, in order o f Battle, and 
they lay on their Arms all N ig h t; though they m uit neceflarily be extrem e­
ly fatigued, after a M a ^ h  of ten Leagues, w ithout halting.

And pafsthc T h u s  the whole Confederate Army entered the French L ines, which they 
//-m/ii Lines had fo vainly boafted to be impregnable; by the moft nobie and boldelt 
without tiie ^ ftem p t that had been made during the whole W ar ; and that in the Pre- 
Mal” fence of an Army, fuperior to themlelves, which had kept continually by

the Side of them , either behind the Lines, or upon Rifing G rounds: and 
they were now in a Condition to undertake the Siege o f  Bouchain, or even 
thzx. o i  Valenciennes^ had they not been weakened, not only by the Depar- 
ture of Prince Eugene, with a large Detachment for the Rhmcy but by the 
calling of five Thoufand of the belt Troops in the A rm y to England, for an 
Expedition defigned by Sea.

“  T h i s  (fays a late Author, fpeaking of the Duke o f Marlborough') raifed 
“  his Character, beyond any T hing  that he had done formerly ; the Defign 
“  was fo well laid, and was fo happily executed, that, in all M en’s Opi- 
** nions, it pafs’d for a Mafter-Piece of M ilitary Skill; the H onour of ic 

falling entirely on the Duke of Marlborough, no other Perfon having any 
“  Share therein, except in the Execution.”

Remarks T h e  wife and prudent Management o f this whole Defign, was as great a 
thereupon. Mortification to the M a rft^  de Pillars^ as it was a Glory to  our incompa­

rable Hero. A  Glory w h iS  was his, and only his, and whereof Envy it- 
fa lf could never deprive him. It was a kind of Duel, or T r^ a l o f Skill, 
between the Britijh  General and the Marflial o f France, wherein the former 
obtained a complcat V idory over the latter, and w ithout ftriking a S tro k e ;  I 

a V iflory, wherein the Armies, on both Sides, only made their Appeaii- 
ance to grace it, and fet it ofF, with the greater L uftre and Magnificence.
In Battles, and in Sieges, Fortune, the Bravery of the Soldiers, the A bility  
o f the Engineers, and a Thoufand other Circumftances, concur to ftiare the 
good or ill Succefs o f them, with the G enerals; but here the great Duke 
o f Marlborough Ihines out with diftinguifli’d G lory , w ithout a R ival or

• Competitor, and triumphs oveyr every Difficulty. T h e  Allies would willingly 
have compounded for being Mafters o f thofe Lines, at the Expence of fome 
'iphoulands of M e n ; Thanks to the Conduft o f their incomparable G eneral, 
they pofTefTed themfelves thereof, w ith no other Coft, but that o f a little  
Fatigue, in the extraordinary and afliduoiis M arch o f their Troops. T he 
Reduftion o f Arleux, about which the French made fo m uchN oife, perhaps, 
gave Rife to this Enterprize o f fo much Importance is it, in W ar, to feize’ 
on the Critical M inute! It was not convenient to raze that P o f t ; T im e 
would not admit of making it as ftrong as a C itad e l; the Arm y couvu no

• longer fubfift thereabouts to  cover it, tliey were therefore in the R ig h t to
* remove from thence: It is taken ; the Conqueft of this trifling Place blinds 

the French General ; he weakens his A rnfy by a large D etachm ent; and,, 
elate w ith this Shadow of good Fortune, threatens a ll Brabant, and is under
no manner of Apprehenfions for his own L ines; Our Britijh Hero obferves j
the fatal Moment, lays hold of it, and by a Majrch, like that which preceded 
the Viftory at Oudenarde, furprizes thu Lines w ithout the Lofs of one Man ; 
the Scheme, the Direftlon thereof, and the Sccrefy with which it was put in

Execution,
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Execution, were all equally admirable and furprizing. T his Glorious A ftion  
happened on the F ifth o f Auguji.

T h e  next D ay, w h illt the Allies lay upon their A rm s, expefting the  
' Enem y, Advice was b rought the Duke o f Marlborough^ that they were? in

M otion towards the Schelcl; in order to pafs i t  at Crcvecmr, and encamp be* 
tween Bouchain and Qambra)y w ith Intent to prevent the Siege o f the latter.

 ̂ H ereupon, his Grace detach’d forty  Squadrons, w ith Inftrutlions to fall upon
' ' their Jt\eary but they found it im prafticable, by Reafon o f a M orafs

w hich was between them : W herefore, a Council o f W ar being called,* it 
I was refolved, th a t the Confederate A rm y alfo palled the w ithout far­

ther D elny, le ll the Enem y fhould get between them , and render if im-
poifible.

W e fhould have obferved, that next Day after the Army o f the Allies had 
paffed the Senfette at Bac a Bacheult and Paluc, they had for the firft T im e a 
View of the M ^rfhal de Villars, encamped in an open Plain, w ithout being 
covercd w ith In trenchm ents; infomuch, that in the Situation wherein the 
tw o  Arm ies were, i t  feemed almoft impolTible, that they fhould avoid 
com ing to an A ftion, which the M arfhal feemed to offer the Confederatei; 
but, ac the Bottom, he only wanted to amufe them ; to the £ n d  that, by 
drawing them off from the Schcld, he might prevent iheir gaining the advan- ThcDukeof 
tageous Camp o f Avefrie le See : However, the Duke was not to be deceived j M arlborough  

G reat Generals don’t F ight to pleafe their Enemies, if  they  offer them  
B attle, that is one Reafon for their not accepting it. T h e  French m ight have French. '  
attack’d the Confederates, had they had any Inclination to i t  ; th a t 
W ay o f Fighting, fuits them  better than ftanding on the Defenfive ; their 
V alour is a£live, and whenever they are attack’d, they are almofV al­
ways beaten ; but this was but a Feint, and the M arfhal m or-
tify ’d to the lafl Degree, at having been out-witted, would willingly have 
over-reach’d our G eneral in his Turn j but he was not to be foim pofed on j 
he faw through all his Defigns.

T h e  Fiela-D eputies, intfeed, o f  the States-General, when the Confederate 
A rm y firfV got within the Enemies Lines, propofed to  purfue them , and ven­
ture a Battle, fince this Surprize had put them  in no fmall Difbrder. T h e  
Duke of Marlborough, however, was of another Opinion ; he prudently  con- 
lidercd, th a t fuch an A ttem pt m ight be attended with too m uch D anger, 
after the A rm v had been fatigued with fuch a long M arch : T h e  Cavalry 
■halving been forty-eight Hours on H orfeback; and having dil'mounted bui 
twice, about an H our each T im e, to feed iJieir Horfes. On the contraiy. 
the French were frefh ; having had a much nearer M arch within their Lines, 
than the Confederates had round th e m ; and the latter were, by no M eans, in 
a good Condition for A dion, till they had been allow’d fome T i m e  to refrefh 
themfelves. Befides, the Incpnftancy o f the Fortune of W a r ;  the Impofli- 
b ility  o f  retreating in Cafe o f  a D e fea t; and the Defign he had formed o f  
befieging B o u c h a i n Reafons fufficientJy worthy o f  his Grace’s Prudence 
and Steadinefs, for him not to alter his M ind, and put in the Power o f F or­
tune, the A dvantage he had obtained, and made lure of, by his Forefight 
and Penetration : t o r  had the Allies had the worfl o f  it, the being w ithin 
the E nem y’s !^ines, might have been o f fatal Confequence to them .

A s his Grace had difapproved o f the Propofal made by the Deputies, it Hcpropofe* 
w ^ e x p e f te d  he fhould pitch upon fome other E n te rp rize ; and he was not the Sifge o{ 
long in determining his Choice. H e propofed the befieging Bouchain ; he 
thought that would either oblige the Enemy to  endeavour to ralfe the Siege, • 
which would afford the Allies ai) O pportunity o f engaging them  on more 
equal T e rm s ; or it would be both a great Difreputation, and Difcourage- 
m ent to their A rm y, fhould they fuffcr a Place o f th a t Im portance to  be 
taken in their S igh t, w ithout attem pting to relieve it. Both the D utch  
D eputies, and the General OflBcers thought this E nterprize too daring ; 
how ever, they fubmitted to his Grace’s Judgment ; and the E vent juftify’d 
him therein, ft feemed to the o ther Generals a T hing  im praftjcable to  
take a Place fjtuated amongft M oralfes; well fortify’d, with a good Garrifon

S E  therein.
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therein; provided with every Thing neceflary for an obftinate Defcnce ; and 
all this in the Vicvvr o f a fuperlor Army : F or the French lay within a iViile 
of

1 'h a T  our Readers may have a right Idea o f a ll the Difficu'ties our He>o 
had to encounter, and furmount, in the befieging this Place, it will be re-*" 
qu?firc ti> give them a Defcription thereof, and likewife o f the Situation o f  
the French Army.

Abcfcnp. ' h O V C H j4 l N  \% but a little  Tow n, or rather Fortrefs, fituate a t the"^ 
ti'in of that Confluence o f the Se/ifctte, and the Selk, or R aje/k , into the dche/cl. It is about
Placc. nine Miles North  o f Cambray ; ten South-lVcfi o f Valmcictines ; and twenty-

eight almoft JVcfi oiM ons. T h e  Senfctte feparates the V ^ e r  Town^ixom the 
Lower ; forms an Inundation between that and the Sclk  ; and fills the 
b itches, which furround the W orks between th#; Upper and Lower Town. 
T h e  Selk  again divides the Loiver Toivn into two Parts ; and between the 

‘ Lower Towh^ and the Schcld, there is a Hornwork, which govers two fepa-
rate Baltions, and which is cut in two by a D itch, fupply’d with W ater by 
the Schcld.

B e s i d e s  tjiefe Difficulties, arifing from the Situation o f  the Place, there 
were two othfer very material Obftacles. T h e firft wasa formidable Intrench- 
m en t; fenced w ith Redoubts; and lined with fifty Pieces o f Cannon ; which 
th irty  Battalions, commanded by the brave and vigilant General ^lhergctti,had  
raifed between JVavrechin^ and Pont a H-̂ anCy on the Senfette. This Intrench- 
ment advanced outwards in a faliant A ngle towards Marquette \ and being 
but a Q uarter o f a League from the Town ran parallel to the Circumvalla- 
tion o f the Confederates ; infomuch, that the Batteries o f  that intrenchmeiic 
m ight play upon the Circumvallation without ceafing, and with Eafe; there 
being nothing but a Morafs between them. T he fecond was, the Commu­
nication, which the Enemy kept open with the Tow n; by the Means of a 
PafTage through a Morafs, which it was deemed impradticable to cur, off. 
T o  all this, we may add, that there were eight Battalions, and fix Hundred 
Sw/y} in the Town ; that the Place was furnifh’d with all Nectflaries for a 
vijTorous Defence ; and that Monfieur de Ravignan, \<̂ ho had given Proofs 
ot his good Conduft and Courage, at the A£tion o f S t. Eloy-vlve, where He 
defeated the Earl o{Athlone, had thrown himfelf into it, together with five 
Hundred Grenadiers, to  take upon him felf the Gohimancr o f  the 1 roops. 
Befides this, Monfieur de Selve, who defended S t. Fenatity was in the Tow n 
befo re ; infomuch, that the Garrifon was commanded by two M ajor-Gene­
rals; and animated by the Neighbourhood o f the whole Ft ench A rm y  : W ho 
were encamped like ours, in two Lines parallel to  ours, having their L e/t a t 
Ttrffi, upon the Sen/ettci the Rfght near N cu fv ilk , at the Gates o f Camhiay ; 
and the Centre the Sc held. T here was, befides, great Rcafon to be 
apprehenfive o f the £xcurfions, which the G arrifonsof and Vulenritnnes 
m ight m ake ; to c at off the Provifions, which the  Allies were to draw froni 
l̂ t̂ 'irnay.

AH about T h e s e  Difficulties would have daunted a vulgar Soul ; but Heroes have 
the Duke of Views fuperior to o ther People, and Obftacles do but whet their Courage, '  

and animate them  the more to perfifi: in their Refolutions. Accordingly, 
to.difluade though all about the Duke endeavoured to divert him from  fo dangerous, 
him from an Undertaking ; fince any M isfortune would have given his Enemies the 
his Defign. Advantage, for which they lay in W a i t ; and they would not have faj]cd.to 

have afcribcd ir either to his Grace’s ill C onduft, or to a Refolution they pre­
tended he had taken, that no Affairs fhould fucceed under the prefent Admi- 
hiftration, i f  he could help it. T h e  Duke was very fenfible o f  all th is ; but 
he had laid his Scheme, and concerted his Meafures fp adm irably, that he 
was in a Manner, afiTured o f Succefs : W herefore he was determined to 
venture upon that Enterprize, notwithftandin^ all the Impediments, 'yhich .  
)oth Nature, and the Enem y, had laid in his W ay. But before that R e- 
olution was put in Force, his Grac«j difpatched Brigadier to Englayid\ 

with the-agrceable News, that, without llriking a Stroke, he was got within 
thofe L?nes, which it had coff the Enemy fuch an Expence o f Tim e and

Labour,
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Labour, to  make and to fortify ; and which their General had been fo vain 
as to name the A ‘on plus Ultra  o f the Allies.

T h e  following L etter, which was w ritten by the  Field-Deputies K x t h e  
States-General, iilultrates the M atter m orcj and contains fome m aterial Par­
ticulars, not before mentioned.

H i g h  and M i g h t v  L o r d s ,
** T h e  Baron van Hompefch, Lieutenant-G eneral, took Poft Vcfterday ^  Letter 
M orning, a t Four a-C lock, at Falue, and Bac a Bacheiil^ w ith  about 

*( eight Thoufand Foot, and two Thoufand H orfe; partly  drawn out o f(j^ ,o th e  
the GjJrrifons o f Dowayj LAJle^ and S t. Amand^ and partly  confifting o f a 8taus-G<m- 

“  Detachment, which covered the Baggage near Bethune : T he Enem y had 
*< w ithdraw n the Troops they had in thofe Pofts, a little before, to re- 

inforce their A rm y ; fo th a t ours m et with no Refiftance. By W ay o f 
“  Precaution, to fecure the Succefs o f this E iiterprize, Orders were given,
«» about Six in the Evening, for the A rm y to be in a Readinefs to  m arch5 
«* which, accordingly, they began to do, about ten in four Columns, by the 
** W ay o f P^illars au Bois : And filing off by Neufville, and direftly

to  Vitry) they pafTedthe Scarpe^io that next M orning, by Ten a-Clock, the 
*' Vanguard were advanced as far as ArJeux, and Bac a Bacheul. This M arch 
** was made with fuch Expedition, that the like has hardly been known?
** the Foot, in that (horr T im e, having marched ten Leagues, w ithout halt- 

in g ; to which, the M oon-Light, and Fair-W eather, w ith which God 
Almighty favoured us, that N ight, did not a little  contribute. Thft 
M arfhal dc Villars was informed o f our M arch about Eleven j bu t fo 
fully was he perfuaded, by the F e in t we made for fome Days, th a t our 
Dengn was to attack his Lines, near Avefnes k  Comte, tha t he waited ti l l  
T w o the next M orning, to  be affured o f otir M arch. T hen  he gave Or- 
ders to the A rm y to  m ove imm ediately j but finding that our A rm y  
were already got too far for him  to be able to  come up w ith them , he 
advanced him ielf, with all the Troops o f the Houjholdi in Hopes to ar­
rive T im e enough to  d i lu t e  w ith us the Paflage o f the  Senfet. U pon 
N otice, however, tha t fifty or fixty o f our hquadrons had already got 
over at Eleven ; and particularly  thofe o f  G eneral Hompefch, he re tired  
to the main Body of his A rm y, which was advanced, by th a t T im e, to  
the H igh-R oad between A rras, and Cambray. In the mean W hile , our 
Troops advanced with all poflible Expedition ; but as the Paflage could 

** not be made, but at Bac a Bacheul, and JPalue, our Rear could not ger 
over till iMidnight. Our A rm y is encamped upon the Scheld, between 

“  Oijy, and EJlrun. This M orning, at E igh t a-Clock, we faw the Enem y 
** file off, in four Columns, towards the Scheldt with Defign, either to  pafs 
“  th a t R iver, or to intrench themfelves between it, and a M oraft th a t lies 
“  near Marquion. Our Generals, however, did not think proper to attack 

them  in their M arch ; bu t have refolved to pafs the Schcld^ this E V ^ i ^ ,
** and to inveft Bouchain. W e are, with profound R efpcftj
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From the Camp at Eftrun, 
A uguft 6, 1711.

High and M ighty Lords^
Tours, & c.

A . van Capclle,
G. Hooft.
S . van Gojlinga,
P . T . Vegelin van KlacrhcrgetK

T h is News was received in/To/ZaWii w ith an univerfal Jo y ; and no E n - ^ ^ * ^ “*̂*

»  o  • ^ kvfy a v  rr  fJkt ĈrjQkty W l L l l  ■'’*

the  Account o f the Duke of M arlboroi^h\ having pafled'^the Frerifh Lines, 
it gave his Friends th e  greater Joy, becaufe bis Enemies had given out, and

undoubtedly



undoubtedly they wifli’d it, that nothing would be done, this Tear, i?i F lan­
ders. T hey  went yet farther, and pretended to alUgn a Rcaion \\ hy no­
thing would be d o n e ; becaufe, faid they , the D uke is refolved no AfFairs

• ftiall profpcr under the prefent A dm iniltration, if  he can help  it. T hey  
had even the Affurance to reprefent his Grace, and his Lady, under the*^ 
Charafters o i  y4ntony Fulvia i and to infinuatc, that the Duke, like 
tonyy would refolve to ie t  his Laurels fade, and facrifice the Inrereft o f  the 
Publick to his own. ] ^ t  they foon found how they were deceived; an d - '' 
this unexpefted Succefs did not fuit well w ith the Scheme o f certain Per- 
fons; who having made Advances towards a Peace, under hand, ftudied 
nothing more, than how to avow, and juftify the  fame publicMy. His 
Grace’s Enemies being thus fruftrated in their Hopes, endeavoured to leflen 
the Glory and Reputation o f the A ftion, by pretending; l^hat he had only 
removed his -Army from  a plentiful Camfy to one ithere they were in danger o f  
flarving. But this malicious Inf}nuation foon died away; both on Account 
of what followed that Succefs, and the A pplaufe all Europe beftowed on the 
Conduft o f the Britijh  G eneral; whilft the M arlhal de Villars was openly 
reflected on, and lampooned, both in his own A rm y at Paris^ infomuch, 
that he hacf enough to do. to itand his Ground ^  Court. A n evident In- 
ftance, how feme M en are led away by the Spirit o f P a r ty ; even fo far, as 
to fufFer it to byafs rhem to fuch a Degree, as to render them  blind to the 
moft confpicuoui M r 

The PURSUANT to the Rcf- i ition taken in the Council o f W ar, the, A rm y
aeratt Ar- began to pufs the Schcld at hjirun, about Six in the Evening, over fomc 

Bridges, which the French had built there ; and which were fecured by the 
‘ '  ’ Con/ederates, when firft they entered the Lines'; infomuch, that, by the 

next M orning, a ll the Troops were got over, without any Oppofition from 
the  Enem y, and encamped aoout halt way between Cambray and BouchaiH ; f  
the Duke of Marlborough taking up his Quarters at Avejves le Sec, and Count 
JV/^ his at Hafpre, upon the R iver Selle. In the mean W hile , the M^rfhal 
Je Villars ordered a Battery to be ere£led, on an Eminence near St, M nrtin i 
in order to annoy the Con/'ederate Generals o f  the Right JFivg, in the V il­
lage where they were quartered; but without any EfFeft. T h e  fame D ay, 
Inftru£tions were given for laying Bridges below Bouchain, both to open a 
Communication with Dow ay, and other Places on the Scarpe, and for the 
PafTage of fuch Troops as were to be em ploy’d in the Siege of Bouchain, 
which was now fully refolved upon. Accordingly, the Place was inveftedf 
the T enth , by th irty  Battalions, v iz . feventeen Irom the R ight, and th ir­
teen from the L e /t,  together w ith twelve Squadrons, commanded by Gene­
ral Fagel: H e had under him two Lieutenant-Generals, Collier, and the 

Bouchain in- Lord North and Gray ; four M ajor-Generals, Goven, S yhng , Jzm , and Hu/'- 
vefted. j g i  - many Brigadiers ; La Rochc, Lebec, Schrncling, and Schavon?ie.
A Detacii- • O n the E ight o f Auguji, N . S. the French General fent a Detachment 
rnentof the ovcMl»e Senfette \ upon which the Duke oiMarlboroughy that their

liftent was to intercept the Bread W aggons, and A rtillery , which were ex- 
imrench f^om Doway, pafiTcd the Schcld, w ith the L e /t  W ing o f the H orfe,

thcmfcivej. and took Polt on the H ill o f Fignonette: There he ftaid till the Convoy ar* 
rived fafe in the Cam p; as did, likew ife, the next D ay, the  heavy Baggage, 
from Marchicnncs, which was efcorted by Lieutenant-General IFood. with 
two Thoufand Horfe. T h e  M arfhal de Pillars, however, had quite another 
Defign, and ordered thofe Troops to intrench themfelves behind Marquette,

,  and jvrechifi-y to the'End they m ight preferve a Communication with Bou­
chain, and prevent its being invefted. i 

The Dofce _ O n perceivin{^ this, the Duke of Marlborough faw plainly, it would be 
. Attempts in impoflible for him to draw the Lines of. (^irfumvaUgtion quite round the 

»od«*"hcm. Enemy were fufFered to go on.with that W ork. W herefore,
he ordered General Dof)ff' to crofs the Lower Scheld, a t Nt'i(fvillc, w ith 
twenty Battalions, and forty Squadron^, on the N inth in the N ight, to dif- 
jpdge the Lnem y; and followed  hifhfelf, early the  next M orning: But he 
iound Chcm fo ftrongly intrenchcd. that they were not to fac attached, w ith­

out
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t)ut a very great Hazard. W hilft his G race was thus viewing the Situation 
o f  the  Enemy, and the Ground between their Intrenchments and the Tow n, 
ihe M arfhal de Filiars m arched, with his whole A rm y, over the Upper Scheldt 
and made a Feint, as if his Intent was to  attack the Right o f  the Confede­
rate  Camp. T h is  obliged the Duke o f Marlborough to return, w ith  his 
Detachm ent, to the  Grand A rm y, to be ready to  receive the E n e m y : But 
the M arftial’s View was only to draw off his Grace, from difturbing the 
T roops, who were em ployed in carrying on the Intrenchments at Marquette i 
for he had no fooner gained this Point, than he repafled the Scheld, and re ­
turned to his Camp.

H i s  Grace, therefore, finding it  impoflible to bring the M arflial to any Hc fortifie* 
A ftion, though the two Armies lay very near each other, by Reafon o f  the liis Camp, 
difficult H ollow  W ay, and Defiles, which parted th e m ; to prevent any f u­
ture A larm s in his Camp, during the Siege, ordered the whole Front there­
o f  to be fortified with LunetteSf and RedoubtSy m ounted w ith Cannon, and 
joined by a ftrong Line from Tvoy to Hafpre. T h is being done, in tw o 
D a p ,  his Grace pafled the Scheld again, with fifty Battalions, and fifty-two 
Squadrons, to view the A pproaches o f the Tow n, and examine by w hat 
M eans he could beft the Enem y’s Communication th e rew ith ; And
he found, that they h a^ m p ro v ed  their T im e in fuch a M anner, and carry’d 
their Intrenchments fo much nearer the Tow n, that it would not only be 
very difficult to inveft i t  on th a t Side, but even abfolutely impoflible, if 
the  Communication, which they had begun, from JVavrechin to that Place,
J[hould be fuffcred t6 be finilhed, before the Circumvallation was drawn j 
and th e  Enem y’s Intrenchments were too f tro n p  and too well guarded, to 
p re tend  to attack them , with any Probability ot Succefs.

H a d  the Lines o f Circum vallation been begun at the Lotuer Scheldt and 
carried on to  the Senfet, as was at firtt defigned, and would have been the 
moft regular W ay, the Enem y would have eftablifted their Communication 
with the  Tow n, in fpite o f whatever the Confederates could have done to 
have prevented i t ; but his G race, w ith his ufual Penetration, forefeeing 
this, and finding there was no T im e to be loft, gave Orders to have the C ir­
cum vallation begun immediately, in the m iddle Space, between the Intrench­
ments and the Tow n; and thereby cut off the Enem y’s Communication.

D u r i n g  the w hole Courfe o f the laft long W ar, which produced fo A criticil 
m any furprixing Events, there  was not one Jlnftance fo critical as this, 
vvherein the  Reputation of two great Generals was fo nearly concerned, and *1"=̂  
their Skill in the Art o f W ar, fo plainly put to the T eft. It was the  Bufi- rX. 
nefs o f the M arfhal de Villars, to prevent the Siege, if  poflible, and there­
by to  retrieve, in fome M eafure, the Credit he had loft, by fuffering the 
Allies  to obtain fo eafy a PalTage in to  his Lines. On the other H and, the 
D uke o f  Marlborough was fully refolved, to m aintain the Honour and A d ­
vantage he had gained, at fo eafy  a R ate , by that PafTage. Eefides, his 
G race righ tly  forefaw, th a t i t  v.'ould be very difficult to make a good Re* 
trea t, in the Sight o f  an A rn w  fuperior to his, and in  a Situation, wlic^c 
he was furrounded by feveral R ivers, w ithout having one good Poft on any 
one of them . This was the real Pofture of Affairs, at the Tim e when the  
Lines o f Circumvallation were begun, which was on the  Tw elfth  o f 

\'>guf, N . S. •
H is Grace him felf gave the  Directions for the  Beginning o f  th cfeL in es; 

apjd then left the Execution thereof to L ieutenant-G eneral Cadogau'^ and 
under him , to Qo\qt\q\ Jtrmjirong^ his Deputy Q u^rter-M after; an Officer, 
who had every good Q uality that could recommend a Soldier. H e  had di- • 
ftinguiftied him felf before, upon*many Occafions, bu t never m ore that) a t 
th is Jun£ture; T h e  marking out o f  the Lines, with the  whole D ireftion 
thereof, having lain chiefly upon him , under General Cadogan; and they 
wer^-^i^rried on fucccfsfully, without m eeting w ith any Difturbance from 
the Enem y. ,

• T h e  next Morning, the Marfhal de T tlla n  narrowly efcapcd being taken The M*r. 
Prifower: for. as hc was combg out of his Lines, attended by a Troop of
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