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W  h e n  I folicited thfe honor 

of being permitted to place under YourcJ 1 7 I

Majefty’s protection the following W ork,
m jm . if m

I was not impreffed with the idea, that the 

excellence o f the compofition, but that the 

importance o f  thp fubjefl:, might in fome 

degree entitle it to that diftin&ion. T he  

Hiftory o f an Event which reflects fo much

A  2 luftre
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luftre on Your Majefty’s Arms, could not* 

I apprehended, however feeble the execu­

tion, fo properly appear under any other 

aufpices.

T h a t  Your Majefty may never be lefs 

faithfully ferved, nor lefs fuccefsful againft 

the Enemies o f  Your Crown and People, is 

the fincere and fervent wifh o f

Y o u r  M a j e s t y ’s

much obliged and rnoft devoted 

Subjeffc and Servant,

John Drinkwater*
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P R E F A C E .

T h  E following Hiftory (as 1 have prefumed to call it) 

is compiled from obfervations daily noted down upon 

the Spot, for my own fatisfa&ion and improvement; 

affifted by the information and remarks of feveral 

refpedable Characters, who alfo were Eye-witneffes 

of the tranfa&ions therein recorded.

D is a p p o in t e d  in my expe&ations of feeing this fu b -  

jed  undertaken by an abler Pen, nothing lefs than a 

convi&ion that an accurate detail o f this extraordinary 

Siege might be ufeful, both in a military and hiftorical 

view, could have induced me, at this late period, to 

publifh.

In the profecution of this defigtt, one principal 

difficulty has occurred. The work is addrefled to two 

claffes o f Readers : thofo whofe principal object in the 

perufal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might 

find the relation too minute and circumftantial; and

that,



f Vi ]

that, from the infertion. of many particulars, which 

thofe of the Military ProfdTion would greatly blame 

an author for prefuming to curtail, V>r omit.

W i t h  the former, it is hoped t f e  the neceflary 

connexion of fome Events (which at firft may appear 

trivial) with the great bufinefs of the Hiftory, will be 

fome apology; and I have endeavoured to diverfify the 

narrative, by fuch Anecdotes and Obfervatidns as will 

occafionally relieve or awaken the attention. To the 

latter I fhall not attempt any apology. The late Siege 

of Gibraltar afforded many inftanccs o f very lingular 

exertions in the Art of Attack and Defence, the minutis 

of which cannot be without" their utility to thofe 

Officers who make a fcience of their profeflion ; and 

they mull be fenfible, that without pointed exaffcnefs, 

thisDefign could not have been accomplifhed.—In fhort, 

it inuft be remembered, that the Hiftory o f this Siege is 

not that of a Month, or of a Tear, but that it embraces 

a period of near f o u r  y e a r s , .exhibiting a feries of 

operations perhaps unparalleled.

T he
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T he Plans, I prefume, will be found tolerably 

corred; and, with the Views, are fuch as will be 

fufficiently illuftra&ve o f the narration,

T o M a j o r  V a{.l o t t o n ,  the Governor's Firft A i d c -  

de-Camp, and Lieut. H o l l o w a y ,  Aide-de-Camp to 

the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleafure in this 

opportunity of returning thanks for the favour of many 

kind communications; alfo to other Officers of Rank, 

whofe names I have not their permiffion to infert. I 

muft alfo acknowledge having derived confiderable 

aiMance, in the two introdu&ory Chapters, from the 

Hiftory of the Herculean Straits.-— Great additions 

have however been introduced; and I flatter myfelf 

upon the whole, that thofe Chapters will not prove an 

unacceptable part of the Work, Unce they will render 

it as complete a G e n e r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  G i b r a l t a r  as 

moft Readers will require.

A D V E R -
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A D V E R T I S E  M  E N T

TO THE

S E C O N D  E D  I- iT I O N.

AT was my with to render this Work as complete, at 

thefirft, as my abilities and information would permit; 

I omitted therefore no material circumftance, which, 

previous to the publication, came within my know­

ledge. Some improvements, however, have fince 

occurred; and, though the omifixon o f them in the 

former Edition by no means affe&s the general object 

of the Hiftory, I thought it my duty to infert them 

in this.

I am  chiefly indebted to the candid criticifm of 

fome refpe&able Friefids, for whatever corre&ions in the 

ftyle there may be in the prefent Volum e; nor could I, 

without difrefped to them, ,and indeed to my Readers 

in general, negled an opportunity of rendering the 

narrative more perfed and agreeable.

T h e



T he kind reception with which this attempt has been, 

favoured by the Public, was, ,, I muft confefs, beyond 

my moft Tanguine efcpe&ation. It is in compliance 

with their judgement, that I have been tempted to 

venture upon a. Second Edition. I fend it forth, how­

ever, with all that diffidence which a confcioufnefs 

of my own powers ought#to infpire*, and, however 

flattering fuch fuccefs may be to a young Author, 

1 trull, I fhall not be found fo ignorant of myfelf, as 

to be unreafonably elated, or attribute to my own 

merits what I am certain is rather to be afcribed to 

the interefting nature of the fubjeft,

I «* ]
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f f  I  S  T  O  R  Y

O F  T H E  L A T E

S I E G E  o f  G I B R A L T A R .

C H A P T E R  I .

general hijhry o f Gibraltar, fince it was Jirft noticed.— •'Fortified under 
ibe Saracen empire.— ReduBion o f tbe fortrefs by Ferdinand, o f Caf- 

tile .-—Retaken by the Moors.— Finally recovered by tbe Chrijlians.—* 
Taken by the Englijh.— Bijieged by the Spaniards in 1705 ■, after­

wards in Iy2j.~—St4cccjjiw (f^Q ^grnors-to tbe prefent time.

G I B R A L T A R  is fituated in Andalijfia, the m oftfouthern pro­

vince of Spain. T he Rock is fcvea miles in  (?kcarofefe»c^ii forsiing 
a.proppoi*tory three miles long ; and i& joinpd to the continent by 

an ifthmus o f low Jand : the ioBdkerti exfirewty l i #  in 36° :2,' 30" 
N , lat. and in 50 15' W . long. from the meridian of London.

H is t o ju a n s , fro tn ,very earfy jpftriods, have potiled Gibraltar, 

or Mans Qa^e* by a well-known mythological fi&ion, denominating 
it, and Mans Abyla, on the opposite coaft o f  Africa, the FiUars o f 

Mereules. I t  does nothowever appearthat the hill was ever inha­
bited by the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, or Romans, who in the 

ages qf navigation yjfited the hay, ||nd  built cities in its neigh- 
iw»ar)i^od; or that it eyer eragagedthe attention of thofe intrepid 

j j &  JBarbatfiatt^ho &  violently fubvertcd  ̂|hfc>j&a*ftan
B tp p ire ,



empire, and eftabliihed jknew  government in Spain. The period 
when it began to be remarkafflh^for the natural ftrength of its htua-/ 

tion, feems well alcertained ffo be in the beginning of the eighth 
century, when the Saracens? (then become a powcriul nation in thj: 

eaft, and along the coafl of Africa) invaded Spain, and foon afteJ| 
made themfelves mafters of the whole country.

T h e  Gothic kingdom, which had exifted in Spain for 300 years, 

was, previous to the invafion of the Saracens, diffracted with, 

inteftine divifions : the nation in general were become effeminate^ 
totally negledting the military difcipline of their anceftors: and 
their monarch Roderic, a profligate prince, not a little accelerated 
their ruin, by ravifhing the daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman 

o f great wealth and influence, and governor of Ceuta, in Africa. 
Count Julian, to avenge the diflionour done to his family, combined 
with other difcontented chiefs, who had long complained, and 
were ripe for a revolt. The tyrant was however too powerful for 
whatever oppofition they alone could raife j the Count therefore 
fecretly retired with his family into Africa, and acquainting Moufa 
(the Saracen governor of the weftern provinces) with the divided 
ftate of the empire, promifed, if  he would attempt to dethrone 

Roderic, to affift him with his own intereft, and that of his friends.

M ousa , cautious and prudent, communicated the projed to his 

fovereign the Caliph Al W ahd Ebn Abdalmalic, who agreed to try 
the practicability of i t : and, to infpedl: more accurately the ftate of 

affairs, font over a fmall detachment. One hundred horfe, and four 

hundred foot, were accordingly embarked in the year 711, under 

the command of T arif Ebn Zarga, attended by Count Julian, and 
other Gothic noblemen : this fmall force foon paffed theH erculean 

Straits, and landed on the coalt near the prefent town o f Algeziras, 

where finding no oppofition, and the country almoft defencelefs, the

Saracen
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Saracen general ravaged the neiglibouring/towns, and returned laden 
with fpoils, to report the fuccefs/otVtfis firit expedition.

M ousa , elated with th^ flattering profped, the following year 
affembled an army of 12,000 men, and Tarif was appointed to the 
chief command. Having^fupplicd him.till with provisions and llores, 

T arif once more embarked 011 the rapid Strait, and landed on the 

illhmus between Mans Calpe and the continent. The object of tlm  
invafion being of a more ferions nature than that of the former, he 
determined to fecure an intercourfe with Africa, by eftablifhing a 

poft on the coaft ; and, preferring the ftrong natural iituation’of 
Mans Calpe, gave orders to ered a caftle on the face of the hill, 
which might anfwer the original purpofe, and alfo cover his retreat, 
in cafe he Ihould be unfortunate in his future operations. The 

fuperior part ©f this once magnificent pile at prefent remains ; and, 
from an infcription difcovcred over the principal gate, before it was 
pulled down, the period of its being finilhed is afcertained to be 

about the year of our Lord 725.

T a r i f , leaving a garrifon at the foot o f Mons Calpe (which was 

now callcd by the Saracens, in compliment to their general, Gibel- 
Tarif, or the mountain of Tarif, and thence G i b r a l t a r )  marchcd 
into the country, and furprifed many towns, amongft which was 
Heraclea, or Carteia, fituated on the coaft of the bay, about four 

miles diftant from Gibel-¥arij\

K in g  R o d e r ic , receiving intelligence of T a r if ’s approach, 

aflembled a numerous body qf troops to oppofe his prog refs. Iloth 
armies met, after feveral fkirmifhes, near Xeres, in Andalulia, and 
a bloody conflict enfued. T he vidtory was for a long time doubtful; 
but the Gothic army being raw and undifciplined, and part difaffefted 

and joining the Saracens, T arif at length prevailed, and ‘by this 

victory was left in pofleflion of the whole kingdom.
B 2 T it v:
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T he Goths, or Spani^ds as we will now call them, were 
driven by the rapid con quern* trf'»the -invaders into the provinces; 
of Aflurias, Bifcay, &c. wKere^ like the ancient Britons, the) 
maintained a ftrenuous and refpedabl^ oppofition. By degree^ 
they re-affumed their former difcipline and valour, while their, 

conquerors declined into luxury and ^ffeminacy : they made 

feveral excurfions from the mountains/ recovering, after many 

obftinate adions, great part of the northern provinces. This 

fuccefs encouraged them to attempt the total rejedion of the 
Arabic yoke. Meafures were concerted among the chiefs, to a d  

with union and with vigour. T he Infidels were attacked and 
routed in fucceffive engagements; and the kingdoms of Afturias, 

Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and Caftile, ereded under different 

monarchs.

G i b r a l t a r , during thefe tranfadions, increafed in importance, 

though not in an equal degree with the neighbouring city o f 
Algeziras, which had been built, poflerior to Gibraltar, on the 
oppofite fhore of the bay, and was then become a fortrefs of great 

magnificence and ftrength. This celebrated city feems’ totally to  
have obfeured Gibraltar in the hiflories o f thofe times, finee very 
trifling mention is made of the latter, till the beginning of the 

fourteenth century, when we learn, that Ferdinand, king of Caltile, 
in the courle of his conquefts, firft took it (with a fmall detach­
ment) from the Infidels.

G ib r a l t a r  could not at this period be very ftrong, as it fell fo 

cafy a prey to the Chriftians, whofe army had been, and a t that 

time was employed in the fiege of Algeziras. I t  does not h o w le r  
appear that Ferdinand was equally fuccefsful in his operations' again ft 
that c ity ; for we find, in the year 1316, the -Moots of Grenada 
applying to the Emperor o f Fez for fuccour; and, to facilitate their

reception,
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reception, Algeziras, and other cities oxyCat coaft, were put into the 

Jhand3 o f the Africans. W e m a/th trefore conclude, that Ferdinand 

was obliged to withdraw from before* Algeziras, and that he after- 
jsvards directed his force ag^nft the Infidels in a more vulnerable part, 
which induced them to apply for the afliftance juft mentioned.

G ib r a l t a r  continue'd in the pofleffion of the Spaniards till 
13 3 3 * when Aboihelique, fon of the Emperor of Fez, was difpatched 
with further afliftance to the Moorifti king of Grenada, and lauding 
at Algeziras, immediately laid fiege to Gibraltar, whilft the Grena­
dians were making diverfions elfewhcre. Alonzo XI was then on the 
throne o f Caftile ; and intelligence was immediately fent to inform 

him  of the dcfcent of the Africans. He was, however, prevented 
from marching to the relief of Gibraltar by a rebellion in his king­

dom, and by the approach of Mahomet, king of Grenada, towards 

his frontiers. Abomelique commenced his attack on the caftlc with 
great judgement and bravery, and the Spanifh Governor Vafco Perez 

de Meyra defended it with equal obftiilacy; but Perez having em­

bezzled the money which was advanced to victual the garrifon,. the 
troops and inhabitants fuffered great diftrefs; and no prolpedt of relief 

offering, life Was compelled, after five months fiege, to furrender.

A lo n zo  having quelled th e  rebellion, and obliged Mahomet to 

retire, was then marching to his afliftance, and was advanced within 
a fliort diftance of Gibraltar, when he was informed of the capitula­

tion. H e was refolved, neverthelefs, to attempt its recovery before 
the Moors could vi6tual and repair it *. he accordingly proceeded 011 
his route, and encamped before the town five days after it had fur- 

rendered. Alonzo parted his army into three diviiions; die main 
body occupied the ifthmus, the fecond he fent by boats to the red 

fends, and the third climbed up the north of the hill above the town. 

Several ferious attacks had been made on the caftle, when Mahomet,

kina:
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king of Grenada, joining Abomelique’s forces, their combined army 
encamped in the rear of the bpTljiands, extending acrofs the ifthmus 

from the bay to the Mediterraheap. This polition hemmed in' the 
beliegers, debarred them from foraging, ^nd cut ofT their commu­

nication with the country. Alonzo, though thus critically firuated, 
ilill maintained the fiege ; but at length, driven to great difficulties 
for want of provisions, and hearing ihact fome of his difaffedted 
fubjedts, taking advantage of his abfence, were again in arms, he 

hearkened to an accommodation, and was permitted to retire with 

his army.

T o  b e  thus difgracefully compelled to raife the fiege, did not agree 
with the ambitious and impatient temper of A lonzo: he fecretly 
meditated a new attack, whenever an opportunity Should occur; 
and this intention was not a little Strengthened by his fuccefs in the 
year 1343-4, when Algeziras was taken, after a moft memorable 
liege. In 1349, the tumults and civil wars in Africa afforded him the 
opportunity he waited for : great preparations were therefore made 
for this expedition, which was not efteemed of inferior confequence 
to the preceding fiege of Algeziras, as the Moors, fince the lofs of 
that city, had paid great attention to the completion of the works, 
and to the rendering of the place confiderably Stronger, by additional 

fortifications : the garrifon was alfo numerous and well provided, 
and of their choiceft troops.

A l o n z o  encamped before Gibraltar in the beginning of 1349, and 
immediately laid wafte the delightful groves, gardens, and houies of 
pleaiure, which were erecited in its neighbourhood. T he fiege wa3 

commenced with great bravery j and though the camp o f the Caf- 
tilians was much haraffed by the flying fquadrons of Grenadian 
horfe, yet the caSlle, in the courfe of feveral months, was almoft 

reduced to a capitulation. A t this critical period, a peitilential

diforder



diforder fwept away numbers of the bejj^gers, and, among the reft, 
Alonzo, who died, much lamerfled,"on the 26th o f  March, 13505 

(and’the Spaniards immediately afterwards raifed the fiege.

T h e  defcendants of Abomelique continued in quiet pofleffion of 

Gibraltar till 1410, wfcen Jufaf I I I ,  king of Grenada, availing 
himielf of the inteftine divifions which prevailed among the African 
Moors, took pofleffion of the place. T he inhabitants, however, 
not relifhing the government of their new matters, unanirnoufly 
•revolted the following year againft the Grenadian Alcaide, drove him 
with his garrifon out of the town, and wrote to the Emperor of 
Morocco, to be taken again under his protection. T he Emperor 
difpatched his brother Sayd, with 1000 horfe and 2000 foot, to their 
affiftance. T he King of Grenada, being informed that Sayd had 

garrifoned the caftle, marched with an army, and fending his fleet 
round to the bay, appeared before the place in 1411. Sayd advanced 
to meet him, but, being worfted in feveral fkirmifhes, was obliged 
to retreat within the caftle, and being clofely befieged, and reduced 
to great diftrefs for want of provifions, was at laft compelled to 
fubmit.

I n 1435, Henry de Guzman Count de Niebla formed a defign of 
attacking Gibraltar by land and fea ■, but, imprudently fkirmi thing 
with the garrifon, from his gallies, before his fon John de Guzman 
arrived with the land-forces, he was defeated, and forced to a preci­
pitate retreat; in which confufion he himfelf loft his life, and many 
of his followers were killed and drowned.

I n 1462, a  civil war breaking but in Grenada, great part of the 

garrifon of Gibraltar was withdrawn, to affift one of the competitors 
for the crown : the governor of Tarifa had intelligence o f this by a 

Moor, who had left the town, and embraced the Chriftian faith.
An
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■Ag ai my was accordingly a'fi^mbled #bm  the j>eighbourtflg garrifons, 
and Gibraltar was befieged. TJacvnhabitants defended it with great; 
refolution ; but frefti troops Joining the beliegers, the garrifon‘fur- 

rendered to John de Guzman, Duke de fyledina Sidonia, (fon of th^ 
unfortunate Count de Niebla) who, hearing that the place was 
reduced to great diftrefs, ha fled to the camp, and arrived juft in time 

to be prefent when the Moors capitulated 1 From this period it has 
remained 111 the hands of the Chriftians, after having been in the 
pofleffion of the Mahometans 748 years. The news of this conquefl 
was fo acceptable to Henry IV , of Caftile and Leon, that he added 
it to his royal titles, and gave it for arms, * Gules, a cafile, proper, 

w ith a key pendent to the gate, or, (alluding to its being the key to 
the  Mediterranean) ; which arms have ever fince been continued. 
Pedro de Porras was appointed governor ; but the fucceeding year 

King Henry made a journey to Gibraltar, and fuperfeded him, 
giving the command to Don Bertrand de la Cueva, Count Lederma, 
\vho placed the truft in the hands of Stephano Villacreces: the Duke 
•de Medina Sidonia, however, afterwards recovered, and enjoyed it, 

till the reign of Ferdinand and Ifabella in 1502, when it was annexed 
to the crown.

I n the year 1540, Piali Hamet, one of BarbaroiTa’s captains, 
furprifed and pillaged Gibraltar, making priforiers many of the prin­
cipal inhabitants; but being met on his return by iome gallics from. 
Sicily, the Cor fairs were all killed, or taken, and the prifoners 
redeemed.

I n the reign of Charles V, the fortifications of the town* were 

modermfed, and feveral additiohs made by Daniel Specfcd, the 

Em ptror’s engineer ; after which the garrifon wag thought to be 

impvegtjahJfi.rr-^jiom this time there appears a c h a i^  Bftory
'' " '  of

• ;Sec the vignette in the title-page,,



of the gamfon till the year 1704, when Gibraltar was wrelied (rrsoft 
probably for ever) from the dominion of Spain, by the Englilh, 
under Sir George Rooke. This^Admiral had been fent into the 

Mediterranean, with a ftrong fleet, in the fpring of 1704, to aflilt 
Charles arch-duke of Auftria in obtaining the crown of Spain ; 
but, his inftrudtions being limited, nothing of importance was 
done. Senfible of the reflexions that would fall on him, for being 
inadlive with fo powerful a fleet, he held a council o f war, 011 
the 17 th of July, 1704, near Tetuan, where feveral fchemes were 
propoicd, particularly a fecond attack upon Cadiz, which however 
’was found impracticable for want of afufficient body of land-forces. 

A t length it was rciblved to make a fudden and vigorous attempt 
on Gibraltar.

T h e  2 i l l  of the fame month, the fleet arrived in the Bayj and 
1800 men, Englifh and Dutch, commanded by the Prince of Hefl'e 
D ’Armftadt, were landed on the iilhmus. T he  Prince then fum- 
moned the garrifon; but the Governor refufing to furrender, pre­

parations were made for the attack. By day-break on the 23d, tbe 

fhips appointed to cannonade the town, under Admirals Byng and 

VanderduiTen, with thole that were deftined to batter the New 
mole, commanded by Captain Hicks, were at their feveral ftajions. 
T h e  Admiral made the figoal to begin the cannonade, which was 
performed with great vivacity and effed:, fo that the enemy, in five 
or fix hours, were driven from their guns, cfpecially from the New- 
mole head. The Admiral, confidering that by gaining that fortifi­
cation the town might fooner be reduced, ordered Captain Whitaker, 
with the armed boats, to poflefs himfelf o f i t ; but Captains Hicks 
jind Jumper, who lay next ’the mole, pufhed afhore with their 
pinnaces, before the reft came up j whereupon the Spaniards fprung 
a mine, which blew up the fortifications, killed 2 lieutenants and 
40 men, and wounded 60. T he afiailants neverthelefs kept poffeffion

C o f
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of the work, and being joihed by Captain W hitaker, advanced and 
took a fmall baftion*, half-way bHween the mole and the town. 
T he Marquis dc Salines, wbto was governor, being again fum- 
xnonedj thought proper to capitulate :  ̂hoffcages were therefore' 
exchanged, and the Prince of HefTe, on the 24th, took polfeffion 

of the gates.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the works were very flrong, mounting 
100 pieces of ordnance, well appointed with ammunition and ftores j 

yet the Garrifon, at mofl, confifted only of 150 men, exclufive of 
the inhabitants. T he Marquis marched out with all the honours of 
war, and the Spaniards who chofe to remain were allowed the fame 
privileges they had enjoyed under King Charles II . The lofs of the 
Englifh in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 mafter, 57 failors, killed*

1 captain, 7 lieutenants, 1 boatfvvain, 207 feilors*. wounded.

T h e  Prince of HefTe remained governor; and as many men as 
could well be fpared from the fleet, were left as a garrifon. Sir 
George afterwards failed for Tetuan, to wood and water. This 

being performed, he fleered up the Mediterranean, and on the 13th 
of Augufl, off Malaga, engaged the French fleet, under the com­
mand of Count de Touloufe. The adion was long and warm ; but 
many of the Englifh fhips, having, expended a great quantity of 
ammunition in taking Gibraltar, were foon obliged to quit the line $ 
which gave the enemy a decided fuperiority. The engagement ended 

in a drawn battle; and Sir George returned to Gibraltar, where he 
flayed eight days to refit; and then fupplying the Prince with what 
men and provisions he could fpare, # failed thence on the 4th of 
September, N .S . on his way hojne, leaving 18 men of war, under 
the command of Sir John Leake, at Lifbon, to be in readinefs to  
fuccour the gafrifon, if there fhould be occafion.

T a t
* The prefent eight-gun battery..
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T h e  Courts of Madrid and Paris were greatly concerncd at the 
lofs o f fo important a fortrefs^as Gibraltar, and, confidering its 
recovery of the lafl conlequence to die caufe, the Marquis de Villa— 

darias, a grandee of Spaii^, was ordered to befiege, and endeavour to 
retake it. The Prince, apprifed of their intentions, and being 
further informed that they were to be affifted by a naval force from 
Toulon, fent advice to ^ ir John Leake, requeuing affiftunce and 
fupplies. Sir John prepared for this duty; but in the mean time 
a lieet of French fhips arrived, and landed fix battalions, which 

.joined the Spanifh army. After difembarking their reinforcements, 
the French fquadron proceeded to the weftward, leaving only fix 
frigates in the Bay.

O n the n t h  of Odtober, the Marquis opened his trenches again# 
the town ; and foon after, Sir John arrived with 20 fail of Englifli 
and Dutch ihips : hearing, however, that the Enemy were preparing 
to attack him with a fupcrior force, he thought it moil eligible 
immediately to return and refit, that he might be in a better con­
dition to fupply and afliit the garrifon, in a fecond expedition, for 
which he had very prudently directed preparations to be made at 

Lifhon in his abfence. T he 25th Sir John again put to fea ; and 
on the 29th unexpectedly entering the Bay, furprifed three frigates, 

a fire-fhip, two Engliih prizes, a tartan, and a ftore-fhip. He 
then landed the reinforcements, and fupplicd the garrifon with fix 
months provifions and ammunition, at the fame time detaching on 
fhore a body of 500 failors to a Aid in repairing the breaches winch 
had been made by the enemy's fire. The arrival of the Admiral 
was very opportune and critical; for that very night the Marquis 
had refolvcd to attack the place by faa and land at five different points; 
for which purpofe he had.aflembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &c.

T h o u g h  difappointed in their defigns, the Spaniards ftilljshter- 
tained hopes of taking the fortrefs; and fuppofing the troops would

C 2 be
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be lefs on their guard while the fleet was in the Bay, they formed 
the defperate fcheme of furprifing Mae garrifon, though the Britifh 
Admiral was before the town.’ TJie 31 ft o f Oftober, 500 volunteers 
took the facrament, never to return till {hey had taken Gibraltar. 
This forlorn party was conduced by a goat-herd to the fouth fide of 
the rock, near the cave-guard (at that time galled the pafs of Iocuft- 

trees). Fortune, in the beginning, fo far favoured the enterprife, that 
they mounted the rock, and lodged thernfelves unperceived the firft 

night in St. Michael’s cave j the fucceeding night they fcaled Charles 
the V th’s w a ll; furprifed and put to death-the guard at Middle-hill* 
where afterwards, by ropes and ladders, they got up feveral hundreds 
of the party who had been ordered to fuftain them ; but being dif- 

covered, a ftrong detachment of grenadiers marched up immediately 
from the town, and attacked them with fuch fpirit, that 160 of 
them were killed, or driven over the precipice, and a colonel and 
30 officers, with the remainder, taken prifoncrs. Thefe brave, but 
unfortunate adventurers, were to have been fupported by a body of 
French troops, and fome feints were to have been made below to 
engage the attention of the garrifon; but the commanding officers 

difagreeing, they were left to their fortune.

Sir J ohn L ea k e  was not idle whilft he remained in the Bay, but 
was continually alarming the enemy on their caafts. T he 22d of 
November he had information, by one of his cruifers, that a ftrong 
fquadron was fitting out at Cadiz, which would be foon ready for 
fea; and receiving further intelligence, that a convoy, fitted out from 

Lifbon for the relief of Gibraltar, was on their way, he prepared to 

join them off Lagos, in order to protect them part:Cadiz; but was 
confined within the Straits by a wcfterly wind. T he Prince, in the 
mean time, redoubled his exertions to prevent the enemy’s defigns, 
who flattered themielves, that on the arrival of their fleet from 
Cadiz, Sir John would be obliged to retire,, and the garrifon fur-

render
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rerider to their united attacks. Their fire was continued with 
additional vivacity, many cannon^n.the place were difmounted, and 
the Works were materially injured iji different parts.

A f f a i r s  wcrein thi&fituation, when part of the long-wifhed-for 
fuccours arrived on the 7th of September; and two days following, 
the remainder camc in With near 2000 men, with proportionable 

ammunition and provifions. They failed from Lifbon under convoy 
of four frigates, and thought themfelves fafe on difcovering, off Cape 
£partel, a fleet of men of war, under Englifli and Dutch colours: 

expedting to meet Sir John, with the combined fleet, at the entrance 

o f the Straits, they endeavoured to join them, but fortunately were 
becalmed: they then hoifted out their boats to tow the fhips, when, 

perceiving the men of war extend themfelves in form of a half-moon, 
in order to fur round them, they began to fufpedt fome deception, and 
accordingly made a private fignal, which totally frustrated the Ene­
my’s meafures, who were thereby difcovered, and, Striking their faife 
colours, endeavoured to fall upon the tranfports; but thefe latter, 
being lighter veffels, efcapcd by their oars, and, night coming on, 
fleered for the Bay, with the lofs only of two tranfports. I t  was 
now thought no longer neceflary to detain the fleet in the Bay, or 011 

the coaft; efpecially when Monfteui* Pointis was fo near, with a 
fuperior force. Sir John accordingly arrived at Lifbon the latter end 
of the year.

T he Spanifh General being reinforced'with a confiderable body of 
infantry, on tbe n t h  of January 1705, made an attack with 60 
grenadiers on the works at the.extremity of the King’s lines; but, two- 
officers and* feveral others being .killed, the reft retreated. This 
vepulfe did not* however, difcourage him ; for early the fucceeding 
day, the attack was renewed by 5 or 600 grenadiers, French and 

Walons, fupported by 1000’Spaniards, under Lieut. Gen. Tuy.
Their



Their difpofition was to ftorm a breach which had been made in the 
Round tower, at the extremity of t^je Kjng*s lines, and another in the 
intrenchment on the hill. The retrenchment which covered- the•
latter breach, with part of the intrenchment joining the precipice 
of the rock, was defended at night by a captain, three fubalterns, 
and 90 men ■, but it was cuftomary for the captain to withdraw, 

with two fubalterns and 60 men, at *ciay-break. The Round 

tower was defended by j 80 men, commanded by a lieutenant-colonel. 
The Marquis, by deferters from the garrifon, had obtained intelli­

gence of the ftrength of thefe pofls, and concerted his attack accord7 

ingly. T he detachment for the upper breach mounted the rock 
at dead of night, and concealed themfelves in the clefts till the 
captain had withdrawn. They then advanced to the point of the 

intrenchment, and, throwing grenades on the fubaltern and his party, 
obliged them to retreat. A t the lame time 300 men flormed the Round 
tower, where Lieut. Col. Barr made a vigorous defence, though the 
enemy, having palTed the breach above, annoyed him on the flank 
w ith great ftones and grenades: obferving, however, the Spaniards 
marching clown to cut off his retreat from the town, he retired, and 
by getting over the parapet of the King’s lines, descended into the 
covert way, where the Englifh guards were ported. By this time 
the garrifon was alarmed; all the regirpents ail'embled at their proper 
polls j and Captain Fifher endeavoured to flop the progrefs of the 
enemy with 17 men, but was repulfed, and himfelf taken prifoner. 
Lieut. Col. Moncal, at laft, with 4 or 500 men, charged them with 
fuch bravery, that they were repulfed, and the tower was retaken 
after it had been in their poffelBon upwards of an hour. Soon after 
this attack, lix companies of Dutch troops, and 200 Englith fol- 
diers, were received by the garrifon, with provilions and itores.

T he Spaniards and French were ftill obftinately bent on the reco­
very of Gibraltar. T he Marquis de Villadarias was fuperfeded by the

Marihal
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Marshal TeSTe, a French general ; and MonfieurPointis wasdiredted 
to co-operate with the Mar£hal,**in. blocking up the port with his 
fleet: T he Marshal joined th e  army .with four frefh battalions, bcftdes 
eight companies which had#been fent before. The ordnance, which 
from conStant ufe had been greatly injured, were totally exchanged; 
and the works, as they then flood, were put in the beSt repair.

T he Engliih Ministry had been informed of the enemy’s new 

arrangements; and, fenfible of the importance of Gibraltar, ordered 
a reinforcement, under Sir Thppoas Dilkes and Sir John Hardy, to 
join Admiral Sir John Leake at Lifbon. T he jundtion being eftcdted, 
and his own fleet refitted, Sir John, on the 6th of March, (ailed 
with 28 English, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese men of war, having 
on board two battalions. Happily for the befieged, the inceilant 
rains about this period had retarded the Marshal's operations, and 

greatly diSlrefled Monlleur Pointis, eight of whofe Ships were forcvd 
from their anchors by the Strong westerly wind, and obliged, on 
the 9th, to drive aloft. Thus were they Situared when the British 
Admiral entered the Straits, and about half paSl five, on the morn­

ing of the 10th, was almoSt abreaft of Cabrita Point. The few 
remaining Ships of the French fleet on his approach put to fea; and 
Sir John, difcovering five fail making out o f the Bay, and a gun 
fired at them from the garrifon, .concluded that the town was Safe, 
and immediately gave chacc. Three French Ships o f the line were 
taken, and the Admiral’s Ship, and another, run aShore and burnt. 
Sir John afterwards looked into Malaga, where the Ships that had 
been driven from the harbour had taken Shelter; but, hearing the 
report of the guns, they had rpade the beft of their way to Toulon. 
Sir John, finding the purfuit of them in vain, returned to Gibraltar, 
which was now So well fapplied, that MarShal Tefle withdrew his 
troops * from the trenches, and formed a blockade; drawing an 
intrencbmcnt acrofs the iSlhmus, to prevent the garrifon from 
ravaging the country.

I n
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I n the courfe of this fiege, the enemy did not lofe fewer than 
io ,o co  men, including thole whc*. died of ficknefs., &c. T he gar- 
rifon loft: about 400.

T h e  Prince o f Hefle remained in the place while the batteries 
were repaired ; he made alfo fbme additions to the fortifications, and 
left the garrifon much ftronger than it vfas before the^fegeT T he 

Prince then joined the Arch-duke Charts* at Liffton, where the 
combined fleet of England and H yland  were afterobled, to fupport 

that Prince in obtaining the Spain.

As the Arch-duke was refolded to try his fortune with the 
Earl of Peterborough, in Valencia and Catalonia, the Prince of 
HelTe was fent back to Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garriibn to 
embark, and fpon after was followed by the fleet i upon whole 
arrival* the Arch-duke was received by the garrifon as lawful 
fovereign of Spain. Having ta^en on board the Englifh guards, 

and  three old regiments, leaving only two new battalions in the 

town (as there was no danger to be apprehended from the enemy), 
they proceeded, on the 5th of $.uguft, for Valencia. His Majefty 
then appointed Major-general Ramos, who had been prefent during 

the fiege, governor o f  Gibraltai*; and ient with him about 400 men 
for its greater feeurity. General Ramos afterwards religned his 
government, and was fucceeded by Colonel Roger E lliot; during 
whofe government, Gibraltar was pjade a free port, by a fpeqial order 
from her Majefty, Queen Anne.

T h e  following was the Governor’# M anifdio on the occafion.

** By the H on. Roger Elliot, Colonel of one of her Majelty’s 

regiments of foot, and Governor o f  the city and garrifon o f  G i­

braltar.
<* W h e r e a s
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«* W h e r e a s  H er Majefty of Great-Britain, &c, hath been gra- 
ciaufly plealed, by H er warrantjto me, dated 19th February laft, to 
confirm Her former declarations for*the freedom of this port, and 
to regulate and command me, not to permit any duty or impofition 
whatloever to be laid or 'received for any £hip or veflel, or for any 
gcjods, wares, merchandife, or proviiions, imported or exported 
out tJiNrins p o r t ; but diat the fame be free and open for all flaps 
and veffels,g^ods, wares, merchandife, and proviiions; Thefe are 
to make known and publifh Her faid Majefty’s Royal will and 

plealure j and all perfons concerned are hereby ftrifitly required 

to take notice thereof, not prefuming to demand or receive any dbty 
or impofition whatfoever for any fliip or veflel, or for any goods, 

wares, merchandife, or provifions, as they will anfwer the contrary 

at their peril.

** G iven  at Gibraltar, April 1706.”

C olonel C ongreve  was commandant before 1714. He was 
fucceeded by Colonel Cotton. In 1720 Gibraltar feems to have beea 
threatened by the Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanish fortrefs in Barbary, 
had then been befieged many years by the Moors; and a formi­
dable force, commanded by the Marquis de Leda, was afTembled 
in Gibraltar Bay, under pretence o f relieving it, but with a fecret 
intention of firft furprifing Gibraltar; for which purpofe they had 

procured fcaling-ladders, &c. &c. This armament was not fitted 
"out fo fecretly, but the Britifh Miniftry had timely notice, and, 
fufpedting fome finelTe, difpatched orders to Colonel Kane, governor 

o f Minorca, immediately to^embark a part o f his garrifon, and 
repair to Gibraltar, under convoy o f the fleet in the Mediterranean. 
On his arrival he found Gibraltar in a very critical iituationj the 
garrifon eonfifting only of three weak battalions, commanded by 

Major Hetherington, who, except Major Batteroux, was the only

D  field-
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field-officer in the place. Many officers were abfent, only fourteen 

days provifions in the ftores, and m y\y  Spaniards in the town, with 
a fleet before its walls. Such was the feeble polture of affairs when 

he opportunely arrived with 5 0 0  m en, provifions, and ammunition. 
T he  Britilh Commodore adted afterwards*in fo fpirited a manner, 
th a t‘the Marquis de Leda was obliged to fail for Ceuta, t h o u g h ^  
continued o f  opinion that the garrifon mijEfht have beej^/«£en by a 

general aflault.

T h i s  fcheme proving abortive, Gibraltar remained unmolested 
till‘the latter end of the year 1726, when the Spaniards, who had 

kept a watchful eye on the garrifon, affembled an army in the 
neighbourhood of Algeziras. T he 20th of January following, they 

encampcd on the plain below St. Roque, and began to ere£t a 

battery on the beach to proted their camp. Admiral Hopfon was 
then at anchor in the Bay, with a very formidable fleet; but, as h e  

had not received any intelligence of hoftilities having commenced 
between the Courts of Great-Britain and Madrid, he was with, 
reluctance compelled to overlook the tranfporting of provifions, 

artillery, and ammunition, from Algeziras, (where they had formed 
their depots,) to the camp. Brigadier Kane, who had been a fecond 

time ordered from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay alfo under fimilar em- 
barrafTnaents with the Admiral. T he operations of the enemy, 

however, tending towards a direct attack upon the garrifon, he 

thought it prudent to order the Spaniards out of the town, and 

forbid their gallies anchoring under his guns.

I t  m u/l be und^rftood that Gibraltar had undergone confiderable 
alterations fince the fiege of 1705 : fevcral works had been erefted 

on the heights above the lines, which were diftinguilhed by the 
name of Willises batteries; the Prince's lines were alfo extended to 
the extremity o f the rock; and an inundation wa9 formed out of 
the moxafs that was in front of the grand battery.

T his



T h e  Count de Las Torres commanded the Spanifh fortes, 
amounting to near 20,000 nten j and foon after his camp was 

formed, he advanced within reach of the garrifon. T he Brigadier 
thereupon difpatched a parley, to defire “ T hat he would withdraw 
“ from the range of his guns, otherwife he fhould do his utmoft 
**rW  force him ." T h ^  Count anfwered, “  T hat, as the garrifon 

*f could cofe^pand no more than they had power to maintain, he 

“  fhould obeyhis Catholic Majefty’s orders, and encroach as far as 
<f he was able.'’ Notwithflanding this infult, the Brigadier waved 

•commencing hoftilities, till the Spaniards, by their proceedings, 

fhould oblige him , in defence of his command.

I n the beginning of February, Brigadier Clayton, die lieutenant- 
governor, arrived with reinforcements, on board Sir Charles W ager’s 
fleet; and a council of war was immediately fummoned, but the 
refult was a determination not to fire upon the Spaniards. The 10th 
of February, the enemy brought materials for batteries, to the old 

wind-mill, on the neutral ground; upon which the Lieutenant- 
governor again collected the fenfe of the Admirals and Field-officers; 

when in the fecond council it was unanimoufly agreed, that the 
Spanifh General had made open war, in encroaching fo far on the 

liberties of the garrifon. T his being their opinion, Brigadier 
Clayton fent a parley to the Count, to know the reafon of his 

breaking ground : to which the Count replied, that “  he was on 
“  his Mafber’s ground, and was not anfwerable to any other ptrfon 

“  for his condudt.” As this anfwer dire&ly indicated the hoflile 
intentions of the Spaniards, the Lieutenant-governor, in the evening, 

withdrew the out-guard, ancf, the fucceeding day in the afternoon, 
opened the Old mole and W illis’s batteries on their workmen. 
They perfifted, ncverthelefs, in carrying on the work; and at night 
a large party marched down to the Devil’s tower, where they imme­

diately broke ground, and began a communication with their other

D 2 work.
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work. This party were greatly annoyed in marching to their port, 
but were foon under cover of tbevock, where the guns could not 

be deprefled to bear upon theiri.

N umbers of the enemy deferted to the garrifon, by whom, on 

the 17th, the Lieutenant-governor was informed that they iwfFe 
con ft ru lin g  a mine, in a cave under W illis’s, w ith aa^ltention, i f  

poflible, to blow up that battery. T he engineers, on this intel­
ligence, reconnoitred the cave which, after fome difficulty, they 

difcovered, with a fentry at the entrance; and a party was imme­
diately ftationed to annoy the communication with mufquetry. On 

the morning of the 22d, the Count opened on the garrifon, with 
17 pieces of cannon, befides mortars. The day following, Briga­

dier Kane left the garrifon, to detach a reinforcement from Minorca, 

In  the mean time Sir Charles W ager and Admiral Hopfon, with 
the fleet under their command, were conftantly diftrefling the ene­
my,’ by intercepting their homeward-bound fhips.; and the prizea 

which were brought into the Bay, greatly benefited the befieged. 

T he 3d of March, the enemy opened a new battery of 22 guns on 

the Old mole, and tow n; and on the 8th, another of 15 guns, 
bearing alfo upon the Old mole, which, it feems, proved a trouble- 

fome battery to the weflern flank of their approaches.

T he Lieutenant-governor continued a con flan t and well-dire&ed 

fire from all the batteries that bore upon their works : but the 

ordnance in general, being old, were burfting daily on the batteries; 

by which accidents the garrifon experienced more cafualties than 
from all the fire of the enemy. T he  27th, Col. Middleton’s 
regiment arrived, alfo, fix companies and a half o f Col. Hay’s, 
with two engineers, a captain of artillery, and feveral bombar­
diers, gunners, and matrofles; with 140 recruits for the other 
regiments.

T he.
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T h e  Admirals, the 2d of April, formed thedefign of bombard­

ing Algeziras, whence the enesny were conftantly lupplied with 

various articles of ammunition; but*the Ihips, after getting under 

way, were becalmed, and obliged to conic to anchor; after which 
the navy never gave themlelves any further concern about annoying 

tiwyn in that quarter. On the 10th, Colonel Colby arrived in 
the SofcoH^ with 500* *111011, from Minorca; and two days fol­

lowing, the Admirals failed to the weftward, leaving Commodore 

Davies behind, with fix men of war and the floops. Sir Charles 

,did not return during the fiege. The 16th, the Lieutenant-governor 
ordered two fcrjeants, with ten men each, to advance from the 

fpur-guard, under the rock, and along the caufeway, and alarm 

the enemy in the trenches; giving them directions to retire when 
they found tlicir guards fufficiently alarmed, when he intended to 
falute them with grape, &c. from W illis’s, and the lines. Thefe- 
orders were executed, and the enemy inllantly beat to arms ; but 
the bombardier appointed to give the fignal to the batteries, firing 

too foon, the enemy faw through the defign, and retired without 

any coniiderable lofs.

L ord P o r t m o r e , the governor, arrived, the 21 ft, with a bat­
talion of guards, and another of the line ; alfo Colonel Watfon, of 
the artillery, with feveral Noblemen as volunteers. T he 26th, the 

Count opened a new battery, againft W illis’s, and the extremity of 
Prince’s lines. Their batteries now mounted 60 cannon, belides 
mortars. In  the beginning of May, the garrifon had intelligence 
that the enemy defigned an affault: precautions were accordingly 

taken, and the guns on the lower defences loaded with grape. 

The-Spaniards added ftill to their approaches, and raifed various 
communications to and from their advanced batteries. Towards 
the 16th and 20th, their firing abated; but their engineers pro­
ceeded in advancing their trenches. On the 3 ill, a veil el arrived

w ith
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w ith 375 barrels of powder from Liibon. June the 3d, the Solc- 

bay came in, with a further fupply.of 980 barrels of powder, and 
500 thirteen-inch {hells, from Mahon. The firing continued till 
the 12th, when, about ten at night, Colonel Fitzgerald, of the 
Irifli brigade, beat a parley, and, being admitted into the garrifon* 
delivered letters to Lord Portmore, from the D utch Minifteg.nsi 
the Court of Madrid, with a copy of the <preliminariey?*?’TfgencraJ 
peace; whereupon a fufpeniion of arms took place, a*u all hoftilities 

cea&d on both iides.

T h e  garrifon loft, in the whole, about 300 killed and wounded; 

and 70 cannon, with 30 mortars, burft during the fiege. T h e  

enemy’s cafuals could never be afcertained. In killed, wounded, &c. 
it was computed they loft near 3000 men.

W hen  Lord Portmore and the Count agreed to a ceiTation, 
the Spaniards of courfe were compelled to forfake the mine under 

W illis 's : their parties, however, taking pofTeffion of it a fecond 
time, his Lordihip coniidered it as a breach of the articles of 
ceffation, and reprefented it accordingly. The Count afterwards 

withdrew : the works were difmantled and levelled, and the troops 

retreated to their different cantonments.

T he Spaniards during this fiege never made the leaft attempt 

to cut off the communication by fea; fo that the garrifon was 
regularly fupplied with provifions and fafcines from Barbary, and 
had a regular correfpondence with England.

I n 1728, the Parliament of Great-Britain addrefled his Majefty 

King George II , to take effectual care, in the treaty then pending, 

to preferve his undoubted right to Gibraltar, and the I (land of 
Minorca. Overtures had been made by his Majefty George I, to

reftore
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reftore the former to Spain, if  the Parliament would have con- 
fented to fuch reftitution} but the JV l in i f t e r ,  finding an oppofition, 

declined the bufinefs. In 1730, Lieut. Gen. Sabine was governor 

o f Gibraltar. T he Spandrels during his government ere died the 

forts and lines acrofs the iflhmus, about a mile from the garrifon, 
wft-kh effectually prevent any communication with the country, 

and, as We'l^ve experienced, are of confiderable advantage in cafe 
of a fiege. TItlc! weftern fort, called St. Philip’s, entirely commands 

the beft anchorage on the fide of the Bay next the garrifon. Lieut. 

Gen. Columbine fucceedcd General Sabine, and he was fucceeded 

by Lieut. Gen. Hargrave.

G e n e r a l  B l a n d  was appointed governor iii 1749, at which 

time a general relief of troops took place. T he eftablifhment at 
that period was, four battalions of infantry, and a company of 
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk, and the Hon. General Herbert, 
were feverally Commandants in the abfence of General Bland ; and 

in 1753 Lieut. Gen. Fowkes was deputed governor. Lord Tyrawley 
fucceeded him, in W-hofe abfencc the Earl of Panmure was comman­

dant. Earl Home was afterwards governor, and died there in 1761. 

During the government of this nobleman, about the year 1760, an 

incident occurred, which, as it alarmed the garrifon very much at 

that time, is deferving of notice’. Tw o Britilh regiments had been 
a very confiderable time on that flat ion, and, from the continuance 
of the war, faw little profpedt of being relieved. Amongll thefe 

a confpiracy was formed, by fome difaffedted perfons, to furprife, 
plunder, and maffacre the officers, and in fhort all whom they 
judged to be averfe to their defigns. After fecuring the money which 
was intended for the payment of the troops, they meant to purchafe 

for themfelves a fecut<!«treat, by furrendering this fo much wifhed- 

fbr fortrefs into the hands o f  Spain. T he numbers who joined the 
ponfpafctorii were not fewer than 730. An accidental quarrel, in a

wine-haufe,
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wine-houfe, defeated this dangerous project, and produced a dif- 
covery. Reed, a private in the fev^nth.regiment, was executed on 

the grand parade, as the ringleader; and ten others were condemned. 
After the death of Lord Home, Colonel Tovcy and Major-general 
Parilow were each commandants, till the H on. Lieutenant-general 

Cornwallis was appointed governor. During this GeneraVs abj u r e  
from the garrifon, Colonel Irwin was comYnandant; a j^ o n  General 
Cornwallis leaving Gibraltar a fecond time, Major-general B o y d ,  

lieutenant-governor, commanded. In this General’s government, 

the garrifon was confidcrably ftrengthened w ith  three new baftions 

on the fea-line, and additional improvements at the fouthward.

I n  1776 ,  the R i g h t  H o n .  G e n e r a l  G e o r g e  A u g u s t u s  

E l i o t t  was appointed Governor of that important fortrefs, and 
joined his command in 1777 .

I n 1787 ,  General Eliott, who had been honoured i n  1783  w i t h  

the Order of the Bath for his glorious defence of Gibraltar, returned 
to England; and Major-general O ’Hara was appointed commandant 

during his abfence.*
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C H A P T E R  II.

Defcription o f the Rock, with the fortifications and town o f Gi~ 
**** tyaltar.—-Remains o f Moorijh arcbiteBure.— Natural Curiofities. 

— Clim<i'̂ \— Vegetation*-—Fiji: j and whence fupplied with cattle, 
& c.— Military ejlabliflment.— Defcription o f the Bay.— Algeziras. 
— Some accounts o f the ancient city o f Carteia.— S t. Roque.— Con- 
clujive remarks.

As  the Hiftory which is to be the fubjed of the following pages, 
will be more in detail than the preceding narrative, it may on fome 
accounts be neceiTary, and cannot on any, I flatter myfclf, be dif- 

agreeable, to prefent the reader with a fhort defcription of this 
celebrated Rock, and the fortifications which have been eretted for 
its defence.

T h e  Promontory, or rock, at the foot o f which ftands the town, 
is upwards of 1300 feet in h e igh t; projecting into the fea feveral 

miles from the continent, to which it  is connected by an iflhmus of 
low fand. This appearance makes it not improbable that Mons Galpe 
has, in former ages, been totally furrounded by the fea. The north 
front of the peninfula, which prefents itfelf to the main land, is of 
various heights. T he breadth of the ifthmus, at the foot of the 
rock, is about 900 yards j but it grows confiderably wider towards 
the country. , Acrofs this Ifthmus, (which, with Gibraltar and the 

oppolite coaft, forms the bay) the Spaniards have drawn a fortified 
line at about a mile's diftance from the garrifon, extending 1700 

yards, and embracing both fhores: a fort of mafonry is ercCted at 
each extremity, mounting 23 or 24 guns each •, they are of different 

forms, find are called St. Philip and St. Barbara. The former of
E  thefe
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thefe forts commands the beft and the ufual anchoring-place o f  
our fliipping and fmall craft, and, by forming a crofs-fire with fort 

St. Barbara on the neutral groupd, prevents all communication 

between the garrifon and the country.

T h e  Rock, as I have mentioned before, is upwards o f  j£ 'jo  

feet perpendicular above the level of the fea j and is i te r a te d  by 
a ridge from north to fouth, dividing it into two unequal parts. 
The weftern front or divifion is a gradual flope, interfperfed w ith 

precipices; but the oppofite tide, looking to the Mediterranean, and" 
the north front, facing the Spanifh lines, are both naturally very 
fteep, and totally inacceffible. I t  is this peculiar eircu-mftance 

which forms the chief ftrength o f  Gibraltar.

T he Town is built at the foot of the north-weft face o f the hill, 

and is fortified in an irregular manner. T h e  communication with it 

from the iflhmus, is by a long narrow caufeway (ferving as a diam> 

to an inundation), which is defended by a curtain, with two baftions,. 
mounting 26 pieces of cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and glacis 
well mined. Thefe, with the caufeway are warmly flanked by the 

King’s, Queen’s, and Prince’s Mnes j works cut in the rock with, 
immenfe labour, and fcarped to be almoft inacceflible. Above the 

lines are the batteries at Willis's, ahd others at different heights, 
until they crown the fummit o f the rock, where feveral batteries 

are eredted for cannon and mortars. Thefe batteries, the lowefl of 
which is upwards of 400 feet above the neutral ground, mount 

between 50 and 60 pieces of heavy ordnance, and entirely command 

the iflhmus below. Lxclufive of what*are here mentioned, additional 

works o f a fingular nature were projeded in 1782, which, with 
others in the lines, on a fimilar plan, that are (1789) executing, 
under the direction of Major-general O ’Hara, will render Gibraltar 
(almoft) impregnable in that quarter. T he Old mole, to the weft

of



of the Grand battery, forms alfo a very formidable flank, and, with 
the lines, a crois-fire on the §aufeway and neutral ground. This 
battery has been found fo great an annoyance to the befiegers, that, 
by way of diftin&ion, it has long been known under the appellation 
of the Devil’s tongue. Indeed, the ordnance in the lines, upon the 

*Grand battery, and the Old mole, all together, exhibit fo formidable 

an appearance to a fped&tor on the caufeway, that the entrance into 

the garrifon iw*called by the Spaniards, the Mouth af'Jire.

F r o m  the Grand battery, along the lea-line, looking towards 
the Bay, the town is defended by the N orth, Montague’s*, Prince 
o f Orange’s, K i n g ’s , and South baftion6; the line-wall or curtains 
between which, mount many cannon and mortars. Montague’s, 

Prince of Orange’s, and King’s baftions, have been erc&ed lately. 
T he latter is a very complete piece of fortification, commanding the 
Bay from New to Old mole heads, and mounting twelve thirty-two 

pounders, and four ten -inch  howitzers in front, ten guns and 
howitzers on its flanks, and hascafemates for 800 men, with kitchens 
and ovens for cooking. Montague’s is much fmaller, mounts only 
j z pieces of cannon, but has a cafemate for 2 0 0  men, communicating 
with the Old mole. In 1782 the engineers began a cavalier upon 
this baftion for two guns ; but it was not finished till after the 
grand attack in September. .Another work of this nature was 
likewife erected in the beginning of the blockade, for five guns, 011 
the north baft ion of the Grand battery. T he town on the fea-line 
is not lefs protected by natural defences, than by fortifications. 
A ftioal of ftiarp rocks extends along the front far into the Bay, 

and prevents fhips of large% burthen from approaching very neiP* 

the walls.
E  2 F r o m

* Thefe baftions and the conne&ing curtains were fo much injured in the laft fiege, that it 
was thought neceflary to ftrengthen this part of the town, by an extenfive line of new worjes, 
prcjeftirig fome dfiftance into the fea, the foundations of which were laid in 1788. Some 
additions are aHo in contemplation for the Grand battery and Land-port.
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F rom  the South baftion (which is confiderably higher than tbe 
reft of the works, in order to protect the town from the eminences 

on the red fands) a curtain extends up the face of the hill, and con­
cludes, at an inacceflible precipice, the works of the town. In 

this curtain is the South-port gate, before which, and the fouth 

baftion, is a dry ditch, with a covered way and glacis. A t the eaft 
end, on the declivity of the hill, above*the gate, is a large flat 
baftion, connedted with the curtain, and mounting i$"rguns, bearing 
on the bay, &c. This work is covered by a demy-baftion that joins 

the precipice. Above the precipice, an old Moori(h wall is con­

tinued to the ridge of the rock j in the front of which a curtain 
w ith loop-holes and redans (built in the reign of the Emperor 

Charles V, and called after his name) extends to the top, effectually 
cutting off all communication in that quarter. Between the 

Moorifliand Charles the V t h s  walls, is the fignal-houfe; whence, 
on a ferene and clear day, the guard have almoft an unbounded 
view of the Mediterranean, and can juft obferve a part of the 
Atlantic ocean over the Spanifh mountains. Signals formerly were 
made at this poft, on the appearance of top-fail veflels from eaft 

and weft j but foon after the commencement of the late war, we 
difcovered that the Spanifh cruifers were more frequently informed 
of the approach of our friends by our lignals, than by their own*. 
T he fignals were therefore difcontinued.

T he above comprehends a general defcription of the fortifications 
o f  the town, avoiding too minute a detail of each work. I jfhail 

therefore proceed in defcribing, in the fame general manner, the 
tfie works to the fouthward.

F rom  the South baftion a line-wall is continued along the beach 
to the New mole, where an irregular fort is eredted, mounting 26- 
guns. This line-wall is divided by a fmall baftion of eight guns; and
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in its rear is a retired work, called the Princefs of Wales’s lines j in 
which are feveral ftrong batteries/or the fea. Near the South ball,on, 
though without the town, is a wharf called Ragged Staff, where 
the fupplies for the garrifon are ufually landed, being convenient 
from its vicinity to the victualling-office and ftores. The commu­
nication to this quay, is by fpiral wooden flairs, and a draw-bridge 

opening into the covert-'fray; in front of which is a fmall work of 

roafonry, mounting two guns. A t the foot of the flairs is the 
bafbn, where fhipping take in water. Two tanks are alfo appro­

pria ted  to this purpofe, near the Eight-gun baftion.

I n the New mole there is depth of water fufficient for a (hip of the 

line to lie along-fide the wharf, and heave down. At the mole-head 
is a circular battery for heavy metal, joined to the New-mole fort 

by a ftrong wall, fraifed; having a banquet for mufquetry, with 
two embrafures opening towards the Bay. This mole, with the Old 
mole at Waterport, were built for the accommodation of trading- 
veffels • the former however is generally ocupied by inen of war ; 

and the latter, not having more than fix feet at low water, only 

admits fmall craft to the wharfs : merchantmen of large burthen are 

obliged therefore to anchor about half or three quarters of a mile 
from W aterport, in leven or eight fathoms. But in time of war 

this anchorage is commanded b.y the Spanifh forts : they are conle- 
quently, in cafe of a rupture with Spain, under the neceflity of 

removing to the fouthward of the New mole, where the ground is fo 
rocky and foul, that they are often in imminent danger during the 

ftrong foutherly winds. From the New-mole fort, to the north 
end of Rofia Bay, the rock, is difficult of accefis; nevertbe!d~s a 
parapet is continued, and batteries are ere&ed, as fit-uations dictate. 

T he works at Rofia are ftiong, and adl as flanks to each other. 

They are clofe along the beach, which is low, and have a retired 

battery o f eight guns in the rear.

T h*
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'Tin. Rock continues to alccnd from the fouth point of Roiia 
h\iy, by Parfon’s Lodge (behind, which, upon an eminence, is a 

•new battery, on bar bet, on traverfmg carriages), to Camp-guard, and 
Buena Villa ; lb called from the beautiful profped o f the Bay, and 

neighbouring kingdoms of Barbary and Spain, which is there pre­

sented to a fpe&ator. A line-tvall is railed, notwithftanding the 
rock being inacceffible, with cannon d  different distances. At 

Buena Villa there are feveral guns en bar bet, which have great 

command ; and the hill towards Europa is flightly fortified, which 

gives it the appearance, at a diftance, of an old caftle repaired- 
T he rock then defcends -by the Devil’s Bowling-green, fo named 
from the irregularity of its furface, to Little Bay. A t this peft, 

which is totally furrounded with precipices, there is a barbet 

battery, flanking the works to the New m ole: thence the rock con­
tinues naturally fteep for a confiderable diftance, when the line-wall 

and batteries recommence, and extend in an irregular manner to 

Europa Point, the fouthern extremity of the garrifon, though not 

the foathern point of Europe. - T he rock from this point is regu­
larly perpendicular to Europa advance, where a few batteries, and 

a poft at the Cave-guard, terminate the works. T he fortifications 
along the fea-line at Europa do not however conflitute the principal 
ftrength of that part of the garrifon. T he retired and inacce/Tible 
lines of W indmill-hill have great command, and being lituated 
within mufquet-£hot o f the fea, are very formidable, and of great 
confequence in that quarter.

T he preceding defcription, it is hoped, will be fufficiently expla­
natory, with the afliftance of the .annexed Engravings ; which, 
though the fcale of the garrifon-plan, for obvious reafons, is very 

minute, will yet point out the improvements that have been made 
within thefe few years. T he new baftions on the fea-line were 
planned, and executed, by and under the direction of the prefent

Chief
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C hief Engineer, Major-general Sir William Green, Bart. Lieut. 
Gen. Sir Robert Boyd, K. B,^ laid*the foundation-ftone of the King’s 
b&iftibn, in the abfence of General .Cornwallis, the governor. The 
garrifon alfo underwent confiderable alterations whilft he com­
manded: Windmill -hill was fortiiied, and other changes were effected 
a t the fouthward. The improvements on the northern front were 
carried on under the diredfion of Sir George Auguftus Eliott, K .B . 

fince he was appointed to the government. The communication, 
or gallery leading to St. George’s Hall, above Farringdon’s battery ; 

Queen’s-lines battery, and communication two works of the fame 
nature, which extend under the Queen’s battery (Willis’s-f'), and m 
the rock above Prince of Hefte’s baftion ; are all fo Angularly con­

trived, and of fo formidable a nature, that all direct attacks by land, 
henceforward, may be considered as quixotifm and infanity.

B e f o r e  the interior part of the place is defcribed, it will not be 
improper to conclude the defcription of its outer works, by inferting 

an abftrad of the guns, howitzers, and mortars, mounted upon the 
different batteries. The original, from which this was copied, was 

taken in the beginning of March, 1783.

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  v

Cannon. Mortars. Howitzers.

Nature of Ordnance.

Field Artillery,

Prs. 24 . . 4 Inch . , Inch ,

32 & 18 2 2 9 6 & ' 3 10 8 4* 10 8 V
26 • 3 4

7 J  1X2 104 70 16 3* 21) 1 h 34 ‘9 9 -
. ■ 4 . 6 8 ■ . . . • 4

*7 9 • • • • 2 7 3 1 • •

77-»49 >•3 7 4 - 16. 3 * 61 29 3 - * 3 *6S 19. y -4
\---------- >

Total ferviccable in the garrifon, 663 pieces of artillery.

T h e  Town is built on a bed of red fand, fimilar to rhofe emi­

nences without South-port, which originally extended from Land-
port

•  See page *96.

+ The Gallery under the Queen’s ‘battery has been continued by General O’Hara, ana 

apw communicate* with the Prince’s lines; it called the Union Galien-.



port to the foot of the afcent to the fouth barracks. T h e  buildings, 
before the town was d e f in e d  in ffae late fiege, were compofed of 
different materials, principally of. tapiaj* though* fince the Engli#k 
have been in poffeffion of Gibraltar, many have been built o f the 
rock-ftone, plaftered, and blue-waflied on the outlide, to break the 

powerful rays of the fun, which otherwife would be too glaring, 
and prejudicial to the eyes. T he modern houfes were in general 

covered with tile s ; but the flat terraced roofs remained in thofe 
eroded by the Spaniards, and in fome, the mirandas or towers, 

whence the inhabitants, without removing-from home, had a beau­

tiful and extenfive profpedt of the neighbouring coafts.

Of the buildings that are moft deferving notice, the old Moorifli 

caftle is the moft confpicuous. This antique ftru&ure is fituated on 

the north-weft fide o f  the hill, and originally confifted of a triple 

wall, the outer inclofure defcending to the water's edge: but the 
lower parts have long fince been removed, and the Grand battery 
and W aterport fortifications eredted on their ruins j and the firft, 
or upper wall, would long ago have ihared the fame fate, had it not 
been found of fervice in covering the town from the Ifthmus, in cafe 
o f a liege. T he walls ftanding at prefent form an oblong fquare, 
afcending the hill, at the upper angle o f which is the principal 

tower, where the Governor or Alcaide formerly refided. T he ruins 
o f a Moorifri mofque, or place o f wor/hip, can be traced within the 

walls j as alfo a neat morxfque court, and refervoir for water : but 
the latter cannot, without great difficulty, be difcovered by a ftranger. 

A large tower on the fouth-eaft wall has long been converted into a 
magazine for powder; and in diiferenrplaces quarters were fitted up, 

before the late fiege, for officers and two companies of foldicrs. T his
caftle

* A cement confiding of mortar made of fand, lifte, and fmaJI pebbles, which being well 
lerapercd, and wrought together in  a frame, acquires great Itrength and folidity.
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caflilc was eredted, as I have mentioned before, by the Saracens or 
Moors, on their firft invading .*Spainj and the prefent venerable 

remains are inconteftable proofs of it$ magnificence, whilft it con­
tinued in their poffeffion.

T h e  other principal ^buildings are the Convent, or Governor’s 

quarters; the Lieut. Governor’s houle, which is a modern ftrudture; 

the Admiralty-houle, formerly a monaftery of white friars; the 
Soldiers barracks, Vidtualling-office, and Store-houfe. Befides thefe, 

'there are the Spanifh church, the Atarafana, or galley-houfe, and 

fome other buildings, formerly of note, but now in ruins from the 
fire o f the Spaniards during the late fiege.*

A t  the fouthward, are the South Barracks and the Navy Hofpital. 
T he  former a ftately building, delightfully fituated, with a parade in 
front, and two pavilions detached ; the whole capable of quartering 
1200 men, and officers proportionate. T he latter a capacious pile, 

well adapted to the purpofe for which it was intended: it has an 

area in the centre, with piazzas and a gallery above, by which the 
fick may enjoy the fun, or ftiade, as they think proper : there are 

apartments for 1000 men, with pavilions at each wing for the 
accommodation and convenience of the furgeons and their attend­

ants. This hofpital was originally eredted for the navy, in cafe a 
Britifh fleet fhould be ftationed in the Mediterranean but, on the 
Spaniards bombarding the town in 1781, the Governor removed 
into it the fick of the garrifon. A t fome diftance, in the front of the 
barracks, are two powder-magazines, in which the fupplies from 

England are ufually depofitsd, before they are diftributed to the 
other magazines. Thefe laft conclude the chief, I might fay almoft 

the only buildings remaining on the rock after the late fiege; and
F  their

*  Since t?iepeace of 1783, tfie greafeft part of the town has been rebuilt, and (wkich is 

rathv to’i e  regretted^ on the old foundations.
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their prefervation was owiftg to  their being kept in conftant repair 
by workmen purpofclyappoanted for that duty.

Besides the remains of Moorilh architecture which have already 

beqn mentioned, the following have been efteemed not unworthy 

o f  notice. W ithin the town we find th<j Galiey-houfe, ai)d part 

o f the Spanifh church j alfo the Bomb-houfe, adjoining the line- 
w all: and at the fouth ward, ruins o f  Moorifh buildings are dif- 

cemible on W tndm ill-hill, and at Europa. T he former are fituated 
on an eminence, but m  antiquarian can determine to what uffc 
they were appropriated: fome are o f opinion they were burying- 
vaults for perfons of rank j others fuppofe them a prifon j whilft, 
in the garrifon, the whole is generally known by the name of the 

Inquifition. A t Europa, oppoiire the guard-houfe, may be traced 
the remains o f a building eredted by the Moors, but ufed by the 
Spaniards as a chapel, and called Nueftra Senora del Europa. Along 

the water’s edge, without the fortification, are alfo feveral ruins 

o f  Moorish walls; and towards Europa advance is a Moorifh bath, 
called by the garrifon, the Nuns well. I t  is funk eight feet deep in 
the  rock, is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and, to preferve the 
water, has an arched roof, fappoiteed by pillars. T o  the left of this 

bath is a cave, under WindrmlUhiU, known by the name of Beef- 

iteak cave; which was a common refidence for many o f the inha­
bitants, during the late fiege.

T h e  hill abounds in cavities, that iferve as receptacles for the 

rain. None, however, is fo Angular and worthy o f  notice as 

St, Michael's cave, on the fide o f the hill, in a line with the fouth 
barracks, about 1100 feet above the level of the fea. A t tibe entrance 
are the remains o f  a  ftrong wall. T he  mouth is -only fo e  feet 

w ide; but on defending a flope o f  earth, it widens confiderably ̂  

and, with the afiiftance o f  torches, die openings of feveral finaller
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eaves are difcovered. T b e  outer cave is about 200 feet long, and 

90 broad. T h e  top appears tft be fupported by pillars of vaft 
magnitude, formed by the perpetual Sroppings o f petrifying water, 

the whole bearing gffcat /efemblance to the infide of a gloomy 
Gothic cathedral.

T h e  feveral gradation®* m the progrefs o f  thefe petrifactions are 
eafily difcovered. la  fome may be obferved fmall capitals, defend ­
ing from the roof, whilft proportionable bafes rife underneath : 

bthers again are formed of very fmall diameter $ and a third ckfs, 

immenfely large, feem to fopport the roof o f this wonderful cavern. 

Few  ftrangers vifit Gibraltar but are conduced to view this cave; 
and numbers, with the afliftance of ropes and torches, have attempted 

to explore the d ep th ; however, after defcending about 500 feet, 

they have been obliged to return, by the grofs vapours which iffued 
from beneath. I t  was ia  this cavc that the Spaniards concealed 

therafelves in the fiege of 1727, w hea a party o f them, unperceived, 
got into the garrifon, at the Care-guard, near Europa advance, but 
afterwards failed in their enterprife.

T h e r e  are feveral other caves on different parts o f  the hill, 
in which the water poffefies the feme petrifying qualities. One 
under Middle-hill, called Pocorbca, was fitted up, previous to the 

bombardment, for the Governor’s reception} but was afterwards 

converted into a powder-magazine, being very convenient for the 
batteries on the heights.

A m o - n g - s t  the natural c&rioiities of Gibraltar, the petrified 
bones, found in the cavities o f the rocks, have greatly attracted 
the attention o f  the curious. Thefe bones are not found in 

one particular part, but hswe been difcovered in various' places 
at a considerable diftance from each other. From the rocks

F  2 near



near Rofia Bay, (without the line-wall) great quantities of this 
curious pctrifaftion have been colle<Stsd, and fent home for the 
infpe&ion of naturalifts. Sorhe of the bones are o f large diameter ; 

and, being broken with the rock, the narrow  is eafily to be diftin- 
guiftied. Colonel James, in his defcription of Gibraltar, mentions 

an entire human fkeleton being difcovered in the folid rock, at 

the Prince’s lines j which the miner bldw to pieces: and in the 
beginning of the late blockade, a  party of miners, forming a cave 

at Upper AU’s-well, in the lines, produced feveral bones that were 

petrified to the rock, and appeared to have belonged to a largo 

b ird : being prefent at the time, I  procured feveral fragments j but 
in  the bombardment o f 1781, they were deftroyed with other 

fimilar curiofities.

T h e  hill is remarkable for the number o f apes about its fummit, 
which are feid not to be found in any other part o f Spain. They 

breed in inacceffible places, and frequently appear in large droves 
with their young on their backs, on the weftern face o f the hill. 
I t  is imagined they were originally brought from Barbary by the 

Moors, as a fimilar fpecies inhabit Motts Abyla, which, on that 

account, is generally called Ape’s-hill. Red-legged partridges are 

often found in coveys : woodcocks and teal are fometimcs feen; and 

wild rabbits are caught ahout Europa and W indmill-hilL T he 
garrifon-orders forbid officers to flioot on the weftern fide o f the 

rock j parties however often go in boats round Europa Point to kill 

wild pigeons, which are numerous in the caves.

E a g l e s  and vultures annually vifit Gibraltar from Barbary, in 

their way to  the interior parts of Spain. T he former breed in 
the craggy parts o f the rock, and, with the hawk, are often feea 
towering round its fummit. Mofchetoes are exceedingly trouble- 
fome towards the clofe o f fummer j and locuft|^arc fometimes,

found.

36 H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  I * A T £



found. T he fcorpion, centipes, and other venomous reptiles, abound 
amongft the rocks and old buildings and the harmlefs green lizard* 
and fnake, are frequently caught by the foldiers, who, after drawing 
their teeth, treat them with every mark of fondnefs.

W i t h  regard to the climate of Gibraltar, the inhabitants breathe 

a temperate and wholefortie air, for moft part of the year. T he 

fummer months of June, July, and Auguft, are exceflively warm, 

with a perpetual ferene and clear fky : the heat is however allayed, 
in a great meafure, by a conftant refrefhing breeze from the fea, 
which ufually. fets in about ten in the forenoon, continuing till 

almoft fun-fe t; and, from its invigorating and agreeable coolnefs, 
is emphatically called the Do&or. T he cold in winter k  not fo 
excefiive as in the neighbouring parts of the country. Snow falls 

but feldom, and ice is a rarity : yet the Grenadian mountains in 
Spain, and the lofty mountains in Africa, have fnow lying on them 
for feveral months. Heavy rains, high winds, and moft tremendous 

thunder, with dreadfully-vivid lightning, are the attendants on 

December and January. T he rain then pours down in torrents from 

the hill, and, defcending w ith great rapidity, often choaks up the 

drains with large ftones and rubbilh, and fometimes does great 
injury to the works j but thefe ftorms never are of long duration : 
the fky foon clears up ; the heavy clouds difperfe ; the cheering fun 
appears, and fuffidently compen&tes for the horrors of the preceding 
night. I t  is during this feafon that the water that ferves the garrifon 
for the en&ing fummer is colledted. T he aquedudt, which conducts 
it to the Fountain in the centre of the town, is extremely well 
executed j and was conftrudfced by a Jefuit, when the Spaniards 

were in poffeffiqa o f  Gibraltar. I t  is eredted againft the bank of 

fand, without South port, beginning to the fouthward of the 
eight-gun- baftion, and, colledting the rain-w ater that filters 

through, the conducts it to the South port, and thence to
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the Fo«ntain. The water, thus ftrained and purified, is remarkably 

clear ai>d wholefotne.

T he appearance o f  the Rock is barren and forbidding} as few 
trees or fhrubs, excepting palmettos, are to be feen on the face of 

the h ill: yet it is not entirety deftkute o f vegetation j wild herbs, 
o f different kinds, fpring up in the interfaces o f the rocks, when 
the periodical rains fet in , and afford fome trifling nowifhment to 

the bullocks, fheep, and g o a t t h a t  browfe upon the hill. T h e  
fir ft rams generally fall in September, or Odtober, and continue 
a t intervals to refrefh the garrifon till April or May. W hen they 

ceafe, and the powerful rays o f  the fun have withered the little 

verdure that appeared on the hill, nothing offers to the eye bu t 
fharp uncouth rocks, and dried palmetto-buihes. T he foil collcdtcd 

in the low ground is however extremely rich and fertile, producing 

variety of fruits and vegetables. Colonel James, in bis elaborate 

hiftory of Gibraltar, enumerates no lefs than 300 different herbs, 

which are to  be found on various parts o f  the rock. Gibraltar con­

sequently muft be an excellent field of amufement to a botanift.

T h e  garrifon, before the blockade o f 1779, was chiefly fupplied 

with roots and garden-ftuff from the gardens on the neutral ground, 
which, being on a flat, could almoft conftantly (even in fummer) 
be kept in a ftate o f vegetation. T he proprietors of thefe gardens 

were obliged totally to relinquish them when the Spaniards eredted 

their advanced w orks: from that period General Eliott encouraged 
cultivation within his own limits, by every poffible indulgence. 
Many plots a t tha fouth ward were inelofed with walls, the ground 
cleared of ftones and rubbifh, and foil colle&ed from other parts : 
fo that with affiduity and perfeverance, after jToijqc time, the produce, 
during the winter feafon, was fo increafedas to be almoft equal to 
the confuinption ; and probably, in the fpace o f a few years, the

garrifon
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garrifon may be totally independent, in this article, o f  any affiftance 
from the neighbourhood.

G i b r a l t a r ,  by being nearly furrounded by the fea, is exceed­
ingly well fupplied with fifh : the John-doree, turbot, foal, lalmon, 
hake,, rock-cod, mullet^ and ranger, with great variety o f lefs 
note, are caught along the Spanifh fhore, and in different parts o f 

the Bay. Mackarel are alfo taken in vaft numbers during the 

feafon, and fhell-fifh are fometimes brought from the neighbouring 
parts.— T he Moors, in time of peace, fupply the garrifon with 
ox-beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on moderate terms ; and from 
Spain they procure pork, which is remarkable for its fweetnefs and 
flavour. Fruits o f  all kinds, iuch as melons, oranges, green figs,, 

grapes, pomegranates, &c. are brought in abundance from Barbary 

and Portugal : and the beft wines are drank at very reafonable 

prices.

T h e  prefent military eftabiifhenent* o f Gibraltar confifts of fix 

companies o f artillery, nine regiments o f the line, and a company o f 
artificers, commanded by engineers; com poling an army of upwards 

o f 4000 men, officers incliided. Before the late bombardment, the 
troops were quartered in the barracks at the fouth wand, and in 

quarters fitted up out o f the old Spanifh buildings in town. T he 
officers were diftributed in the fame m anner; but in cafc of rein­
forcements, and that government quarters were not fufficient for 
their accommodation, billet-money was allowed in proportion to 

rank, and the officers hired lodgings from the inhabitants.

Th® regiments, on their arrival in the garrifon, are entitled to 

felt provifions from the Cores, in the following proportion. One 
tation for each ferjeant, corporal, drummer, and private, confiftin^

f£

i&af January 1790.
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o f 71b. o f bread, delivered twice !a week, "beef 2 lb. 8 oz. pork 
1 lb. better 10 oz. peafe half a gailonj arid groats 3 pints : every 
commiffioned and warrant officar, under a Captain, receives two' 

.rations, a Captain three, a Major and JLieutenaftt-Colonel four, a 
Colonel fix. In times o f profound peace, officers generally receive 
a compenfation in money for their provifions, or difpofe of them 

to the Jews, o f whom there are great numbers in the garrifon, 

who are always ready to purchafe, or take them in barter. T he 
troops are paid in currency, which, let the exchange of the gar­

rifon be above or below par, never varies to the non-commiffioned 
and privates. A ferjeant receives weekly, as full garrifon-pay, one 
dollar, fix reals, equal to nine-pence fterling, per diem a corporal, 
and drummer, one dollar, one real, and five quartils, in fterling 

about fix-pence, per diem and a private, feven reals, or four-pence 
half-penny fterling, per diem,. Officers receive their fubfiftence 

according to the currency : thirty-fix pence per dollar is par. During 

the late bombardment, the exchange, for a confiderable time, was 

as high as forty-two pence, by which thofe gentlemen who were 
under the neceffity of drawing for their pay, loft fix-pence in every 

three Ihillings; and it feldoai was lower than forty pence whilft the 

fiege continued. T he  coins current in Gibraltar are thofe ufed in 
Spain. All accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and quartils: the 
two former, like the pound fterling, are imaginary the latter is a 
copper coin.

T he Bay of Gibraltar, formed by the headlands of Cabrita and 
Europa Points, is commodious, and ifems intended by nature to  

command the Straits; there are opportunities, however, when a 
fleet may pafs unobferved by the garrifon ; for fuch is the impene­
trable thicknefs o f the mifts, which ujfuaJty; prevail faring’ the 
eafterly winds, that many fhips have baffled the vigilance of the 

cruilers, and gone through unnoticed ; the iouth-wefterly winds,
particularly
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particularly at the equinox, are alfo often attended with fuch thick 

aad rainy weather,: that veffelsjhave palled through and got into the 
B ay without being feen.

Sin c e  Gibraltar has been in the poflefTion of the Englifh, the 
S^niardsItyveeredted, in dil&rent parts o f the Bay, fcveral batteries 
and forts for the protection of their fmall craft in war* and to 
jpnsycht their coaft from being annoyed. lE t Cabrita, which is a 

bold rocky point, are a barbet-battery and watch-tower, whence, 
daring the blockade, fignals of flags by day, and lights at night, 
were made to inform the Spamfli cruifers at Algeziras, &c. of the 
approach o f any vefTei towards the Bay, Thefe watch-towers 

are diftributed, at (hort diftances, along the coafl: for a confiderable 

extent, to alarm the country, in cafe o f a vifit from the Algerines, 
or when any other extraordinary circumftance happens. T o  the 

northward of Cabrita are two others, with a fort at the northern- 

moft tower, which, is called San Garcia : the point on which the 
latter are eredted, projects, w ith a long r^ef o f dangerous fhoals and 

rocks, confiderably into th% Bay.' T h e  town and iflaadof Algeeiras, 
with their batteries, then appear in view.

A l g e z i r a s  lies oppofite to’Gibraltar, about 51 miles acrofs the 
Bayj and, fince the late fiege,* has greatly increafed in confequeiice 
and wealth. T he town was built and fortified by the Saracens 
about the year 714, twoyears afte rth e ir  eftablifhment at Gibraltar. 
I t  is remarkable for being the plate where thofe invaders firft dis­
embarked, when they.fo rapidly overturned the Gothic empire in 

Spain; apd, as well as Gibraltar, was erected to p  refer ve a com­
munication with Africa. W hilft the Moors maintained their 
ccfyiQuefts, it e<to(e*5&ctitly became a city o f  great importance and 

ilreng |h ' W e find* during th e  fucceffive wars which took place 
between ,|J»e Moors land the Spaniards, Algeziras was frequently1

G  befieged
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befieged t>y the Kings of Caflile; and, when Gibraltar fo eafily fell: 
into the hands of the Chriftians in 1.31 o, this city refilled all their 
efforts. At length, after a moft obftinate fiege in j 344, Algeziras 

was compelled to furrender to the vi&orious arms of Alonzo X I. 

T he fiege continued twenty months, and moft of the Potentates 111 

Europe interfiled themfelves in the event, by fending fuccours tp  

the Chr.iftian befiegers. T he Englifh, imcler the Duke of Lan- 
caflcr, the Earls of Derby, Leicefter, Saliibury, and Lincoln* 
particularly diftinguilhed themfelves by their gallantry and condudt 
during this memorable conteft. I t is worthy of remark, that 

cannon are faid to have been firit m ile  ufe of in this fiege, by the 

Moors againft the affailants; and the English, profiting by the 
knowledge gained on this occafion, afterwards ufed them at the 

glorious battle o f  Creify. T he  Spaniards continued matters of
the town till 1369, when the' Moors of Grenada furprifed the c ity ; 
but being unable to retain it, they demolished the works, and carried 

away the inhabitants captives.

W h il s t  the Moors kept pofleffion fcf Gibraltar, which was now 

in its turn become a city o f importance, the Spaniards never 

attempted to rebuild Algeziras* and ftill lefs did they efteem it an 

objed worthy their attention, after Gibraltar fell into their hands. 
T he town, therefore, remained in ruins and defolate, excepting a 
few fifhermen’s huts, till the Spaniards, in the beginning o f the 

prefent century, thought proper, after the ceffion of Gibraltar to 
Great-Britain, to repeople a ad fecure it by a few batteries towards 

the fea, which alfo might occafionally p ra ted  their cruifers in 

time of war. Since that period, from the conftant interfourfe and 

trade which fubfifted between it and Gibraltar before the war o f 

1779, Algeziras is become a town of fome conference and wealth ; 

and, as a late writer has juflly exprefled, ** like a phcenhr, has rifen 
4‘ out of its own allies, after being for ages in ruins.'’
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T he New Town is built to the northward of .the old city 
(whofe venerable ruins ftill rercfaiij), and is defended to the fouth­

ward by a battery of nine or ten guns, eredted on an ifland fome 
diftancd* from the fhora T o the northward o f  the town is 

another battery o f fix guns, and a little farther, on an eminence, 
one of 22, which was.raifed by Admiral Barcelo, when he was 

appreheniivc of an attack from Sir George Rodney in 1780. 
Between the ifland and the town, fmall craft find tolerable (belter j 
but fhips of war, or o f large burthen, anchor to the northward. 

T h e  lands round the town are of late much cultivated, and, 

w ith the {hipping, form, in the fpring, a pleafantly-variegated and 
beautiful profpedt to a fpedtator at Gibraltar. A detachment or 

regiment o f  infantry is conftantly on duty here, who, with thofe q f 

the Spanifli lines and neighbourhood, are under the command o f  
the commandant at St. Roque.

T o  t h e  northward, of Algeziras are the rivers Palmones and Gua- 
daranque: the former is the broader and deeper of the two, and was 
the principal retreat o f the Spanifli gun and mortar boats, when 

they wanted repairs, after bombarding the garrifon. Admiral 
Barcelo in this river alfo prepared die fire-fhips he fcnt over in 
June 1780. On the eaft banks of the Guadaranque, near Rocadillo 

Point, where there is a fmall fort or tower, are the venerable ruins 

o f the once famous city o f C a r t e i a . This celebrated place, 
fcarcely a ftone of which is now left to inform pofterity wheie it 
flood, is reported to have been built by the Phenicians, in the firlt ages 
of navigation, when thofe adventurers vifited the extreme parrs of the 
then known world. HiftoYians mention it under the names of 

Carteia, Heraclia, and Calpe Carteia. W hen the Carthaginians 
became a powerful nation, and aimed at the fovereignty of Spain, 

Carteia maintained its independence for fome time, till Hannibal, 
according to Livy, ftormed the city, and demolirtied moft of its
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works. W hen Scipio obliged the Carthaginians to quit Spain, 
Carteia was a place of li t t le .importance.; but the Romans finding 
it a convenient ftation for their navy, the city was increaled with 
a Roman colony, and once more began .to rife into fplet&or and 

magnificence. After the memorable battle o f Munda, Cneius 
Pompey fled to Carteia, but, being purfue<}, was obliged to leave 
it precipitately. As* the Roman Empire declined, fo did Carteia ; 

and probably, foon after the irruption of the Goths and Vandals* 

it became almoft defolate and wafte. On the invafion of Spain by 
the Saracens, that nation undoubtedly difmantled the buildings of 
this famous city for materials to ere£t Gibraltar and Algeziras. T he 

remains o f a quay are ftill vifible, with fome few ruins o f public 
buildings, apparently Rom an; and the country peafants, in tilling the 

ground, often find various antique coins, which curious antiquarians 

have not thought unworthy of a place in their cabinets.

H a l f  way between the Guadaranque and the garrifon, is another 
fort and tower, called Point Mala, or Negro Point, to the north­

ward of which is the inland village o f St. Roque. T his is a fmall 
insignificant town, though delightfully fituated, at about five miles 
diftance from Gibraltar. I t  was built by the Spaniards, in the be­

ginning of the prefent century, when the garrifon of Gibraltar 

furrendered to Sir George Rooke. T he Spanifh Commandant of 
the Lines generally makes it his refidence; and during the late 

fiege, under the Duke de Crillon, the Count d’Artois, and the 
Duke de Bourbon, had apartments in the town. Previous to die 

war of 1779 it was often frequented by the officers from Gibraltar ; 
and in the fpring and fummer feafons, Britifh families refided there 
for feveral months, fome for the benefit o f  their health, others 

for pleafure. T he combined army, during the late fiege, encamped 

on the plains below St Roque, and landed all their ordnance, 
and military ftores, a little to the weft ward of Point Mala, neae 
the Orange-grove.
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I c a nn o t  help remarking in this place, that, among the evils of 
the late fiege, the Garrifon haveto  regret the interruption of that 

friendly intercourfe which before fu’bfifted between them and the 
neighbourhood, and whicji is now prohibited by the Spanifli govern-* 
m ent. W hen the communication was free and unlimited (except in 
point o f introducing a contraband traffic in Spain), the ftridteft inti­

macy fubfifted between tfte Britifh military, and the Spaniards refident 
in the adjacent villages. Parties were reciprocally vifiting each other, 
and the officers conftantly making excursions into the country. 
Thefe excurfions, with, others to the coaft of Barbary (which m 

thefeafon fuperabounds with various fpecies of game), were pleafing 

relaxations from the duties of the garrifon, and rendered Gibraltar 

as eligible a ftation as any to which a foldier could be ordered.

O n the whole— W hether we confider Gibraltar as commanding 

the entrance of the Mediterranean, and confequently as capable o f 

controuling the commerce of the Europeans with the Levant; or 

whether we confider it as almoft impregnable by nature, and confe- 
qucntly as moft fufceptible of the improvements of a r t , ; its fituation 

is, perhaps, more Angular and curious than that of any fortrefs in the 
world. Thefe circumftances, and the degree o f confequence which 
it confers on its pofTeifor, in the opinion of the Barbary ftates, have 

not failed to excite the attention, and alarm the interefts o f moft 
maritime nations in Europe; and, with the multitude at leaft, it 

has always been an objedt of political importance. Politicians, 
however, there have been, of no inferior rank, who have thought 

very differently of its value and utility. On this delicate fubjedl,
I will frairkly confefs my inability to decide. I fhall therefore, 

without further apology, leave thefe fpeculations to men of more 

leifure and experience; and proceed to matters better adapted to my 

capacity and information.
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C H A P T E R  III.

Commencement o f ibe war in 1779, between Great-Britain and Spain. 

— State o f tbe garrifon ( f  Gibraltar a t that period.— Ambiguous con- 

duSl o f the Spaniards.— Enemy encamp before the garrifon.— Form 
a blockade.-—Many inhabitants leave the place.— Motions o f the 

enemy.— E retf additional batteries in their lines.— Fired upon from  the 

'garrifon.— Continue their operations.— Lofs o f the Peace and Plenty 
privateer.'— Provifions extremely fcarce in the garrifon.— Spirited 

behaviour o f the Buck cutter privateer.— Defcription o f the Straits. 

— Fidelity o f a Moor.— Great dijhefs in tbe garrifon.— Relieved 
by fome fortunate occurrences.— A rriva l o f Sir George Rodney, and 

tbe Britijh fleet.— Tetuan.— Anecdote o f Prince William-Henry.—  

Ceuta.— Departure o f the fleet.

A l t h o u g h  the Spaniards had been thrice defeated in their 
attempts to recover Gibraltar, they continued to view that garrifon 

w ith a jealous eye, determined, if  we may judge from their late 

conduit, to feize the firft eligible opportunity o f wrefting it, if  

poffible, from the dominion of Great-Britain.

T he war of 1762 was too unexpected on the part o f Spain, and 
condu£tcd with too great fuccefs by the Britifh Minifter, to admit 

o f  fuch an enterprife as the fiege of Gibraltar. T he period was not 

however far diftant, when the conterf between Great-Britain and 
her Colonics feemed to promife as favourable an opportunity as 

their warmeft wiflies could have anticipated particularly when, in 
addition to the civil war, they found hostilities taking place between 
Great-Britain and France. T he clofe of the year 1777, when the

news



news of the convention of Saratoga firft arrived in Europe, was 

the period which they embraced, to introduce themfelves into the 

difpute. Hoftilities had then'been carried on for near fix months 

between Great-Britain and F rance: Spain therefore judged the 

opportunity favourable to cfffer her mediation, propofmg fuch an 

arrangement as fhe mull be aflured would not be agreeable to the 

principal belligerent powers. Great-Britain had no fooner refufed 
her acquiefcence, than the Court of Madrid efpoufed the part of 

F rance ; and, on the 16th of June, 1779, the Spanifli AmbaiTador, 

the Marquis d’Almodovar, prefented to the Court of London his 
hoftile manifefto.

T h e  principal defxgn of the Court of Madrid, in entering into 
this war, was evidently the recovery of Gibraltar. Before any reply 
was given by the Britifh Miniftry to their propofals for a pacifica­
tion, overtures had been privately made to the Emperor of Morocco, 

to farm the ports of Tetuan, Tangier, and Larache j by which 

means Gibraltar might be cut o ff from its principal fupplies. This 
condudt feemed to argue a confidence that her terms in the mediation 

would be refufed; and the confiderable depots of military ftores 

which were collected in her arfenals, undoubtedly pointed out, that 
the fiege of that garrifon was her firft and immediate objed. On 
the 21 ft of June, 1779, the communication between Spain and 
■Gibraltar was clofed, by an order from Madrid.

T w o  days previous to this event, General E l i o t t ,  the Gover­
nor, accompanied by many Field-officers of the garrifon, paid a 

vifit to General Mendoza, the Commandant of the Spanilh lines, to 

congratulate him on his promotion. Their reception at St. Roque 
was far from agreeable ; and it was remarked that the Spanifh 
General appeared cmbarrafted during tKeir ftay, which might pro­

ceed from his knowledge of what was to follow. T he vifit was

fhort,
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i7?9> rtiort; and the Governor had fcarcely returned to the garrifon, when

w w  M r. Logie, his Majefty’s Conful in Barbary, arrived from Tangier,

in a Swedish frigate, with certain‘intelligence o f the intended, rup­
ture between Great-Britain and Spain. M r. Logie's information 

proceeded from a Swedish brig, which* on her paffage to Tangier 

had fallen in with the French fleet, o f about 28 fail o f the line, 
off Cape Finifterre, when the matter hieing ordered on board the 

Admiral, M . d’Orvilliers, he learned that they had been cruifing 

for fome time in that latitude, expecting the junction of the Spaniih 

fleet from Cadiz. From  the amicable affuranees held out by the 
Spaniards, we could not perfuade ourfelves in the garrifon that 
k rupture was fo near j but the mail from the garrifon being 
xefufed on the 21ft o f June, and being acquainted at the fame 

time that the intercourfe between Gibraltar and the neighbourhood 
was no longer to be permitted, we had fufficient confirmation of 
M r. Logie’s intelligence. W e afterwards learned, that the courier 
who brought from Madrid the order to fhut up the communication, 
had been detained by accidents on the road; otherwifc it was not 
impoffible that he might have arrived during General E liott’s vifit 
at St. Roque.

As t h e  Fortrefs of Gibraltar after this event became a little 

world of itfclf, it may not be unacceptable, to commence the 
Hiftory of the Siege with a Aate of the troops in garrifon at that 

period, and the commanding officers of the different corps.
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Genwai G . A-. E L IO T T , Governor*
Lieutenant-General R , Bo v d , Lieutenant-Governor.

M^jor-General D e la M o t t e * commanding the Hanoverian Brigade.

.Rank
Off. Staffl S. D. . &

• File
Artillery • 25 .  o . 17 . 15 . 4*8 Col. Godwin, Commandant of Artillery,

iz ii i  Regiment . 26 . 3 . 39 . 22 . 519 Lieutenant-Colonci Trigge.

39th ... . *5 . 4 29 . 22 . 506 Lieutenant-General Boyd, Major Kellct.

56th ............... « '--i £$ .  4  . 30 . 22 Major Fancourt.
58th .......... . . $ . 29 . 22 . 526 Lieutenant-Colonel Cochrane.

72d, o r R .M .V .  . 29 . 4  . 47 . 22 . 944 Lieutenant-Colonci Gledftanes.
, » rHardenberg’s 16 . 13 . 42 . 14 . 367 Lieutcnant-Colonel Hugo.

§ -g -jReden’s . . 15 . 12 . - 42 . 14 . 361 Lie«enattt-Colonel Dachenhaufen.

® S ^De La Motte’* 17 . 16 . 42 . 1 4 ,  367 M. G .D c  La Motte, L.Col. Sdippergill,

} 8 .* 0 * 6 * * • **« Cfcto Enguuer.

*Total -*09 . 59 . 313 .1 6 5 .4 6 3 2
 ' ■ '' *■■■ --- ------  ̂-r- ----- —■

Making an army of 5382 men.

O n  the communication: being clofed, a council o f war was 
immediately fummoned, to advife concerning the meafures to be 
purfued o.i the occafion. Preparations had been privately made for 

the defence o f the garrifon, when intelligence was firft received of 

the probability o f a w a r: the objects therefore at this time to be 
confidered were?, how to procure conftant fupplies o f provifions 
from Barbafy, and in what manner the correfpondence between 

England and Gibraltar was to be conducted. M r. Logie’s prefence 
in Barrbary was very eflential to bofh thefe points: he con&quently 
returned to Tangier on the 22d, having concerted w ith the Governor 

proper fignals, by which he might communicate intelligence acrofs 
the Straits, Admiral D uff akb, on the 22d, removed the men of 
war under his command from their ufual anchorage, off Waterport 

(where they wefe liable to be annoyed by the enemy’s forts), to the 
fouthward, o ff the' New mole. His force at that time confined 

o f  the Panther, of 60 guns, Capt. Harvey, 011 board of which was

H  the
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the flag; three frigates, two of which were on  a cruife j and a- 

lloop of war.

I t  is natural to fuppofe that the garrifot} were not a little afts^ed  
at this unexpe&ed procedure o f the Spaniards. T he Northern 

guards were reinforced, and the picquets cautioned to be alert, in 
cafe of alarm. Landport barriers were £hut j and an artillery officer 

ordered to Willis's batteries, to obferve the movements of the Enemy, 

and protect the Devil’s-tower guard, which was ordered to be very, 

circumfpedt and vigilant.

W h i l s t  the friendly interccrarfe fubfifted between the garrifon 
and the neighbourhood, feveral Bntifh families and officers had per- 

miffion to refide at St. Roque, Los Varios, and. other fmall villages 

a few miles- diftant j but immediately on the communication being 
clofed, General Mendoza fent them peremptory orders to remove;, 
and the time limited for their departure was fo fhort, that fome of 

them were obliged to leave moft o f their effe&s behind. Thofe 
officers whofe curioftty had led them into the interior parts o f the 

country, were pofitively refufed liberty to return to the garrifon; 

they were therefore conducted to Cadiz, and had paffports granted 
them  to leave the kingdom by other routes. Col. Rofs and 
•Capt. Vignoles, o f  the 59th, with Capt. Lefanue, o f the 56th, 
neverthelefs contrived to join their corps, by affuming difguifes, 

and rifking the paffage in a row-boat from Faro (a port in Portugal) 

to  Gibraltar : others alfo attempted, b u t unfortunately were in ter­
cepted in their voyage..

T h e  Childers floop of war, on the 24th, brought in two prizes 

from the W eft, one of which (an American) Capt. Peacock captured 
in the midft o f the Spanifh fleet, then at fea. T h e  conduit of the 
Spaniards on this occasion was extremely ambiguous. Every cir-

cumftance
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•cumilance that fell under our own immediate obfcrvation, convinced 
us th^rt they now intended hoftilitics againft Great-Britain; and 

from iV lr. Logic’s intelligence Wfc had every caufe to think, that 
-tfrflfneet was out to joirf the French Admiral. Their permitting 
our cruifers, therefore, to capture a friend (as they might then call 
the Americans), under protedion of their fleet, we muft either 

conlider as a finefle, or fuppofe that they had not received orders to 
a d  offenfively.— T he Childers left two of our frigates watching the 

motions of the Spani(h fleet. I t was fome what fmgular, that a 

M r. Suafe (an American Major, who had been prifoner in the g'ar- 
rifon a little time before, along with others o f his countrymen, but 

had made his efcape), and two deferters from Gibraltar, fhould be 

recognifed through their difguifes, on board the American p rize : the 
Major was remanded to his old confinement, in the Navy-hofpital, 

and the latter were puniflied according to their deferts.

T h o u g h  the motions of the Enemy did not indicate any im­
mediate defign of attacking the garrifon, and the clofing of the 
communication might be only in confequence of hoftilities having 

commenced between Great-Britain and Spain ; yet our intelligence, 

and their late deceitful condud, gave us great reafon to fuppofe that 
they intended fome attempt on Gibraltar. Depots of earth, &c. were 
therefore colleded, in various places; empty hog/heads and calks 
were bought from the inhabitants, for the purpofe of filling them 

with earth, to ftrengthen and repair the fortifications; and other 
precautions were taken for the defence of the place. • On the other 
hand, the Enemy employed what troops they had then on duty, 

in the lines and neighbourhood, in drawing down cannon from 
St. Roque, &c. to animate the forts (in which few ordnance were 

mounted during the peace), and in arranging matters to ftrengthen 

and fupport their pofts.

H  2 I n
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In  the beginning of July, the Enterprife frigate, Sir Thomas 
R ich, Bart, returned with a fleet?'of final} craft, laden wj&h live 

ftock and fruit, from Tang ier j in confeqttencc of w hich, fourteen* 

days frelh provifions were iffued to the troops. T h e  engineeBhBS™- 

tinued preparing materials in their department^ towards completing 
the works of the garrifon; for which puj-pofis ftrong parties from 

the line were granted them daily, the  xjommand o f  ovserfeers.

About 300 Jews and Genoefc were alfo io Im ps

of fand, near the gardens, on the neutralgrownd, in order that, if 
the Enemy fhpuid approach, they m ight not receive any protedion 

and cover from oar lower batteries. T he  picquets &f the garrifon 
were ready, on the Grand parade, to fupport theft parties in cafe 

they had been molefted; but though they were at work within half 

mulket-fhot of the Enemy’s advanced guards in the M icquelet-hiits, 
yet not the leaft attempt was made to  dtflurb th e m ..

T h e  3d of July, a d e ta^a ien t o f about iSb  men Ikhii the  
British line was ordered to join the artillery, to be taught the pradice 

o f the great guns. T he artillery in garrifon were only five com ­
panies ; a number not adequatp to  the dilferept duties in cafe o f a 

fiege : this reinforcement was therefore added, andproved afterwards 
o f  great fervice in that department. Three Englifh failors came in 

an open boat, on the 4 th , from Cadiz, and brought intelligence that 
an embargo was laid on all Engli£h veUels in that port. In the 

evening we obfcrved theSpaoiards relieve the guards 0  their lines.

T he Spaniards, in always ftattoned <>£
cavalry at St, Roque, with ahotber regiment, o r«detachment o f 
infantry, a t  Algeziras j. parties from which did  duty at tfesir lines; 
and no additional body o f troops, or ihips o f war, had yet appeared 
near the garrifon. On the 5th, however, in the sdketotoon, ft Sp^nt/h 
%uadron of two feventy-fours, five frigates, and other veffels, to the

number
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ofeleven, hove in  fight from the weft, and lay-to fome time 

i t f f M  garrifon. W hilft they remained in this iituation, the Governor 

iiWHgl* it  prudent to make fon^p new difpoficion of the ordnance 

Bin fouthward, and to  caution the regiments in the South 
baocadks, the 12th, and 72d, to be alert. T he Captain of Europa 

goand, who before ufually joined at retreat-beating, was alfo ordered 

to iais-command. In  the afternoon, three privateer cutters arrived 

from the wdfoward. A fchooner, under Portuguefe colours, ftood 
acrofs from the Enemy t© reconnoitre the firft that came in, and on 

her return was fired upon from Europa batteries, which was the fijft: 
hoftiie fliot from the garrifon. T he Enemy’s iquadron in the evening 
4 rove to the eaftward; and at night the Enterprife frigate arrived 
from Tcti*an with M r. Logie, t he confdl. In the interval of this 

Gentkfifcan’s departure from the garrifon, a fhip of the Emperor’s 
had arrived a t Gibraltar to be repaired; but Admiral Duff being 

backward in granting the ftores, the Governor thought proper to 
fend for M r. Logie to  explain to the Admiral the neceffity there was 
o f complying with the Emperor’s requeft. T o  refufe fuch trifling 
affiftance at that important time, he considered, might be productive 
o f ferioue confluences tfi> the garrifon. T he Enterprife frigate 

accordingly bailed to Tetuan to bring over the Conful. About fun-fet, 
the ev^wng o f  the 5 th , tfcfe Jqgg*v$oft-. Tetuan to return, and was 

di&0vcffe4|»p of which immediately gave
chace. Sir Tfaomas, however, from his fuperior knowledge of the 
tides, efcaped, though the witui was contrary. W hen he arrived 

within vicw of the garrifon, not making the concerted night-fignals, 

'ib r  ' 4 ifc$ye« 4  ‘by- tfee- p«r;A«8ir9>. the officer at Euro pa
ialutedbim  * but fortunately they did not take effect.

T h e  fpHf)wing 4 #y the 6{h of July, a packet was received from 

££ogfct)d» by way o f Lifljon and Faro, informing the Governor that
?W  between £reat-Britain and Spain. A

proclamation
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proclamation in confequence was publifhed in the evenift&i for 
capturing all Spanifh veffels, &c. and letters o f marque wereijranted 

for that purpofe to the privateers jn the Bay. Early on the morning 
o f the 8th, a foldier o f Reden’s deferted from the Devil’siStwwer 

guard, and fome time afterwards was followed by a ferjeant of 

the 39th, who was one of the overfeers attending the inhabitants 
employed beyond the Gardens. In  the evening, General Mendoza, 

with feveral officers, advanced from fhe lines, as far as the M icquelet- 

huts, and, after reconnoitring about an hour, returned.

T he Spanifh Commodore continued craifing in our neighbour­
hood till the 8th, when he flood, under an eafy fail, for the wefl- 
ward. Before they quitted the Mediterranean, they brought-to a 
Portuguefe fchooner, bound from Tetuan to the garrifon, and 

made very eameft enquiries concerning the ftate o f our provisions. 
T h e  9th, the American prifoners were diftributed amongft the 

privateers; and the following day, in company w ith the Childers 

Hoop o f  war, they brought in four fmall prizes.

A d m ir a l  D uff having received intelligence that a large fleet 
o f fmall vefTels was to fail from Malaga, with wine and provifions 

for the Spaniili grand fleet, the Childers was ordered, on the x ith , 
to cruife to the eaftward, and give information, by fignal, when 
they appeared, with the ftrength of their convoy. W hilft fhe was on 

the look-out, her boat gave chace to a fettee, and was fired at from 
F ort St. Barbara, which was the fir ft hoftile fhot from the Enemy. 
About eleven o’clock, the fignals were made of the expefted 

Spanifh convoy being in fight, and foon after, o f  their force. Our 
Admiral, however, only cautioned the Navy to be ready, and went 
to W indm ill-hill to reconnoitre them perfonally. About four in 

the afternoon, the convoy, confifting of about fixty fail o f different 

burthens, under charge of five xebeques, from twenty to  thirty
guns
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gunsujjch, were abreaft of Europa Point. T he privateers, which had 
accompanied the Childers in .the*tn9rmng, were then towing in a 
prize tatfen from the mid ft of their, fleet; and they, as well as the 
CJjiJsieK, kept up a fmart sunning fire on the Spanifh Commodore; 

Which was feconded at the lame time from the garrifon batteries 

a6 Europa point and Europa advance. T he Panther (the Admiral’s 
fhip* with the flag on board), and the Enterprife, were ftill at 

anchor} but at fun-fet Sir Thomas Rich had permiffion to flip, 

and the Panther foon after got under way. On the appearance of 

the frigate, the Enemy were confufcd, and inftantly fleered for 
Ceuta. T he Childers and privateers purfued, followed by the frigate, 
and foon after by the Panther. Night was now advancing apace, 

arid in a fhort time we loft fight of the fhips. A few broadfides, 
now and then, gave us hopes that our friends had come up with 
them j and we could not help flattering ourfelves, from the inferior 
force o f the convoy, that day-light would exhibit the majority of 

them in our pofTeffion. In the morning, however, we difcovered 

the Admiral, ftanding towards the Bay with five or fix fmall prizes, 

and not one other of the Enemy in f ig h t: whence we concluded that 

they had worked back to their own coaft, or efcaped through the 

Straits in the night, whilft our fhips were off Ceuta. W e after­
wards learned, that the fquadron which appeared on the 5th, was 
fent to convoy this valuable fleet part Gibraltar, left the Britifh 
Admiral fhould intercept them, and prevent their grand fleet from 
receiving thefe much-wanted fupplies j but the convoy being by 
fome unforefeen delays detained, the Spanifh Commodore quitted 
the ftation on the 8 th.

Tw o line-of-battle fhips were obferved cruifing behind the rock 

©n the 13th, and at night they went into Ceuta. The 16th, the 
Enemy blocked up the port with a fquadron of men of war, 

confifling of two feventy-fours, two frigates, five xebeques, and a

number
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number of gallics, half-galiies, and armed fettees: they an ch ^ g i it* 

the Bay* off Algeziras, and being judicjoufly arranged, and keeping 

a vigilant look-out, the garrifon .became clofely blockaded* T h is  

was the fir it motion of the Enemy, that difcovered m y  direct jwJasp- 
tions of d ifl. raffing, or attacking Gibraltar. A t night, W aterport- 
guard was reinforced with a Captain and ten privates. T ill the 

18th of this month, nothing material occurred, when a fmall convoy 
of fettees, &c. arrived at the Orange-grove, laden with military 

ftores, which the Enemy began foon afterwards to  difembark.

M r .  L o g i e  having prevailed on the Admiral to grant the ftores 

ncceffary for repairing the Emperor’s flaip, and his prefence in Bar­

bary being abfolutely neceffary, as well to procure provisions as to 
conduft the eorrefpondence between Great-Britain and the garrifon; 
he returned on the 19th, on board a Moorifh row-galley, which 

had arrived from the Emperor with difpatches relative to the fhip 
under repair. T he galley was interrupted ia her returii, by tfee 

Enemy's cruifers, and detained from feven. in the morning till five 
in the afternoon, when fhc was permitted to proceed to Tangier. 
Puring the embargo, M r. Logie was concealed in  a fmall fkuttle, 

down the run of the galley, having previoufly made up the 
Governor’s difpatches, and concerted fignals, in a loaf,- which was 
entrufted to a Moor, to be delivered at M r. Logie’s houfe in Tangier, 

in cafe he himfclf fhould be difcovered;-. witfe an order fa t  tfcb-Mc*wr 
to receive a gratuity if he delivered it fafe.

E a r l y  in the morning of the 20th, a Portuguefe boat Arrived 

w ith fowls and charcoal from Tangier. Another, attempting to 

come in, was taken by a half-galley, and carried to Algeziras. Sixty 
pounds of frefh beef were delivered, the fame'day, toeachregftheaf, 

for the ufe of the officers: the artillery and enjj^efftr i»-

proportion, and the navy were included in tbfe dlftriiJutiom Tfa#
following
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mount guard with 
1 appearance, but 

,t importance, and 
prudent forelight 

in the management o f the ft ores.

So s u p e r i o r  a naval force as the Enemy now had in oar neigh­
bourhood, alarmed Admiral Duff, who was apprehenfive that they 
would make fome attempts on the King’s (hips. Signals were there­
fore agreed upon between the fleet and the garrifon, that, in cafe 

the Enemy fhould make an attack in the night, the latter might 

afford the Ihips every afliftance and protection. Three lights in a 

triangle were fixed upon by the navy, to diftinguiffi them from the 

Enemy. T he 2zd , the navy manned their boats, and captured a fettee, 

within a fhort diftance of the Enemy’s xebeques: fhe proved of little 
value, but the exploit reflected great credit on the party employed. 
T he fame day arrived a boat, w ith cattle, 6cc. from Tangier. In the 
courfe o f the 22d, feveral officers, attended by a party of men, 

were obferved tracing out ground on the plain below St. Roque, 
apparently for a camp j and it was remarked, that the Micquelets 
in the advanced huts on the neutial ground, were relieved by regular 
troops. Thefe Micquelets are o f the fame defcription with our 
revenue-officers, and were ftationed to prevent the fmuggling of 
tobacco from the garrifon into Spain.

A P o r t u g u e s e  boat, with letters, arrived early in the morning 

of the 24th j alfo a fchooner, .with charcoal and fruit from Tangier. 
Between 2 and 300 men landed, the lame day, at the Orange-grove, 
with an intention, as we conjectured, of taking charge of the ft ores 
which the Enemy were difembarking there. The 25th, they pitched 

a tent on the plain, for the working party employed in clearing the 
ground. I  fhould have mentioned, that on the 12th an Hanoverian

I  foldier
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foldier deferted, and this day two of the fame brigade follow* 

example. T he Enemy, the 36th, began to form a camp jn  the 

plain below St Roque, about half a mile from Point M ah , and 

three miles from the garrifon. Fifty tents were pitched, ana «. 

detachment of cavalry and infantry foon after took poffeflion. T he 
lame day the Illerim, a Swedish frigate,.*which had been in the 
Bay fome weeks before,, arrived, though oppofed by the Enemy. 
The Swedifli captain politely brought-to on their firing a gun ; but 
being told he muft not anchor under the walls o f the garrifon, he 

resumed his courfe, telling them he muft go to Gibraltar, and they 
fhould not prevent him. Some fhots were exchanged, but none 

took place.

T he Spanifh camp being daily reinforced with additional regiments 

of cavalry and infantry, and large parties being ftill employed in land­

ing ordnance and military ftores at Point Mala, the Governor thought 
proper, on the 29th, to eftablifhthe following ftaff officers; namely, 
Captains, Vallotton, of the 56th regiment,— Patterfon, o f  the artil­
lery,— Forch, of the 12th regiment, and Eveleigh, o f the engineers, 

to be Aide-de-camps to himfelf, as Commander in Chief; Captain 
Wilfon and Lieutenant Buckeridge, of the 39th regiment, Aide- 
de-camps to Lieutenant-general Boyd; Lieutenant Weinzey, of the 

Hanoverian Brigade, Aide-de-camp to Major-general De La M otte ; 
Major Hardy, of the 56th regiment, Quarter-Mafter general; Cap­
tain Horfburgh, of the 39th regiment, who was Town-M ajor,, 
A djutant-G eneral; Captain Burke, of the 58th regiment^. T o w n - 

Major > and Lieutenant S. Wood, of the 56th regiment* Afliftant. 
Town-M ajor. A t the fame time all the horfes, except thofe belong­
ing to field and ftafF officer s> were ordered to be turned.out of the 
garrifon, unlefs the owners, on infpedtion, had 1000 lb. o f feed for 

each horfe; and, to enforce the latter order by example,, the Gover­
nor diredcd that one of his own horfes fhould be fhot.

It*
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th, one of theEnem y’s xebeques manned

he mizen top-maft head, in 11 cad of a
 ̂ , ___1 ceremony we concluded that the naval

commandant had been promoted, or that he was fuperfeded by an 
admiral.

I n the beginning of Auguft, the corps in garrifon were ordered to 
give in returns of their beft markfmen, and alfo of thofe men who 
had ever been employed in making fafcines. Thofe officers unmar­

ried, or without families, who drew double rations for two com- 

miffions, were ordered at the fame time to draw rations only for one 

commiffion. Tw o Dutchmen came in, the 2d, unperceived by the 

Enemy’s cruifers, laden with rice and dried fru its: the rice, and a 
part of the fruit, the Governor purchafed, for the ufe of the troops. 

T he Enemy’s camp by this time was confiderably increafed, and we 
numbered 26 cannon behind the fort at Point Mala.

A V e n e t i a n  arrived on the 5th, though fired at by the Enemy. 
She (with the Dutchmen) remained no longer than was neceffary to 

take on board fome of the inhabitants, who, apprehenfire that the 
garrifon would be befieged, thought it eligible to feek an afylum in 
time. Indeed about' this time fcarcely a boat or veflel left tbe port 

without being crowded with Jsws or Genoefe, who preferred a 
refidence in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining in Gibraltar, where 
the neceflaries of life became every day more fcarce. Early on the 
6th camc in a Portuguefe fchponer, from Tangier, with 44 bul­
locks, 27 fheep, and a few fowls j and two days following, another 

arrived with onions, fruit, and eggs : the latter brought letters for 

the Governor, but no news from England. From this day, nothing 
material occurred till the 10th, when the Enemy’s cruifers captured 

a  boat belonging to the garrifon.

Immediately afterwards we obfervcd

I 2 As
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^ 779|  As a f f a i r s  began to wear a more ferious afpeft, a generaj 

w v w  vity reigned throughout the gajrifon, promoted not a litiieiby jthe 
example of the Governor, who was ufually prefent when the \vo rk - 
men paraded at dawn of day. T he engineers were bufiiy employed 
in putting the works at W illis’s in the beft repair, and in erecting 
new batteries on the heights of the N orth  front. A confiderable 

extent of around above the Town was cleared and levelled, toO 9
encamp the different regiments, in cafe the Enemy fhould fire upon 

the Town. Parties were likewife detached to colled: fhrubs, &c. 
from the face of the hill, for fafcines ; and the artillery were daily 

engaged in completing the expence magazines with powder, ranging 

the different ordnance, and preparing every thing for immediate ufe 
in their department. T he navy were not lefs diligent. A new 

battery for 22 guns was begun in the Navy-yard, as a refource in 
cafe the Enemy’s operations fhould make it neceffary to lay up the 

fh ips; and the ftores were removed from the New mole to the 

Navy hofpital.

T ow ards the middle of Auguft, the motions of the Enemy 
were no longer myfterious; every fucceeding day confirmed us in 
the opinion, that their objedt was to diftrefs the garrifon as much as 

poffible. The blockade became more ft rid: and fevere, their army 

was in force before the place, and their prefent plan feemed to be 

to reduce Gibraltar by famine. Our ftock of provifions, they con­
cluded, was fm all; and their fquadron under Admiral Barcelo, who 

commanded in the Bay, could prevent fuccours being thrown in by 

neutral veilels ; whilft their grand fleet, united with that of France, 

would be fuperior to any which Great-Britain could equip, in her 
then critical lituation. This fcheme, every circumftance confideied, 
was fpeciousj and, had not the garrifon fortunately received a fupply 

of provifions, &c. in April, 1779, the troops undoubtedly would have 
been reduced to the greateft diftrefs, and the place might probably

have



a
en in imminent danger, t before the Miniftry could difpatch 
0 its relief. T he fituation of the garrifon was becoming 
ly more interefting: only forty head of cattle were now in 

*?fe place j and from the vigilance of the Enemy, there was little 
profpedt of conftant fupplies from Barbary : two bullocks were 

ordered, therefore, to bd*killed daily for the ufe of the fick. ‘The 

inhabitants had been warned in time to provide againft the calamities 
which now impended: the {landing orders of the garrifon fpecified, 

that every inhabitant, even in time of peace, fhould have in ftore 

lix months provifions ; yet by far the greater number had negledled 
this precaution. Thefe unfortunate people, as they could not expedt 
to be fupplied from the garrifon /lores, were in general compelled 
to feek fubfiftence by quitting the place : fome, however, were 
induced to weather out the ftorm, by the property they had in the 

garrifon, which was probably their all, and which they could not 

remove with themfelves. Thofe o f this defcription, on application, 
obtained leave to ere£t wooden huts and fheds at the fouthward, 

above the Navy hofpital, whither they began to remove their 
valuable‘IfeftS , &c. that they might be fecure from the annoyance 

of the Enemy, in cafe the town fhould be bombarded.

F i f t e e n  or fixteen covered earth, on the 15th, arrived at the 
Enemy’s camp, and unloaded timber, planks, &c. at their labo- 
ratory-tents. They continued landing ftores on the beach, which 

employed a great number of carts to convey them to their depots ; 

and at night we generally obferved a number of lights, and 
frequently heard a noife lik£ that o f men employed on fome 
laborious duty : this might proceed from dragging cannon, as we 

obferved, on the 17th, they had animated all the embrafures in 
Fort St. Philip.
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E a r l y  on the 17th, tlie Enemy attempted to cut out a polacre, 

which was anchored o ff the Old m ole; but retired on a gun being
f ire d
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fired at them from the garrifon. T he fmall craft, after this 

ftance, removed to the New mole, &s the men of war had doip fome 
time before. The 18th, in the morning, two parties of workmen 

came from the camp, and were employed at Forts St. PhHif 

and • St. Barbara : covered carts continued conftantly going from 

Point Mala to the laboratory-tents, fuppofpd to be laden with. fhot. 
T he following morning, a Spaniard came in an open boat to 

W aterport, with onions and fruit, having a pafs for C euta: he was 

examined by the quarter-mafter general, and allowed to fell his 

cafgo, and purchafe tobacco, but was not permitted to land : at 
night he was ordered to return, which he did about eight o’clock. 

H e informed us the camp confifted of between 5 and 6000 men, 
which were to be immediately completed to 15,000. T he 20th, 
the Enemy formed a new camp, to the left of the ftone quarry, 

under the Queen of Spain’s chair : we imagined it to be intended 
for the Catalonian troops, as they are ufually encamped feparate 
from the reft of the Spanifh forces. T he fame day, our markfmen 
were embodied into a company of two non-commiffioned officers, 
and 64 men ; and the command was given to Lieutenant Burleigh, 

o f the 39th regiment.

T h e  Enemy, on the 21ft, had more men than ufual employed in 
making fafcines: they likewife were very bufy in piling fhot, and 
had a party at work in the covert-way of Fort St. Philip. A number 
o f carts daily brought fhot (as we imagined) to the lines, parti­

cularly to Fort St. Barbara. T he 23d, the corps of engineers were 

formed into three divifions, and feveral officers of the line appointed 
to join them as affiflant engineers and overfeers. T he fame day 
fome experiments were made with red-hot fo o t: this practice was 

continued on the 25th, when fome carcafTes were alfo thrown, and 

much approved. T he 27th, we obferved a fafcine-work begun 
upon the glacis, north of Fort St. Philip, which afterwards proved

to



mortar-battery. A great number of carts continued to be 
emplo^pd in the Enemy’s camp, and.vaft quantities of (lores were 

confta/tly landing beyond Point Mala. In the courfe o f the 30th, 
^He Childers, and an armed fchooner, attempted to cut off two 
half-gallies becalmed in the Bay; but the Enemy’s xebeques, getting 

under* way, obliged them’to defift. At night upwards of 80 covered 
carts came down to the Enemy’s lines.

F r o m  the time the Enemy firft appeared encamped before the 

garrifon, troops had been continually joining them from all quarters. 
T heir camp conlifted of two lines (independent of the Catalonians), 
extending from Point Mala, in an oblique direction, into the country, 
towards the Queen of Spain’s chair. The ft reefs were in a direction, 
nearly parallel to the bottom of the Bay. T he guards in their lines 

and advanced ports were, as the camp increafed, proportionably 

reinforced j but no a£t of hoftility had yet taken place in that 
quarter, though the Governor continued the garrifon-guard at the 
Devil’s tower. Their forts were repaired, and put in the beft 
order of defence. Laboratory-tents for the artillery were pitched 
in front of their camp, and magazines ere&ed for military rtores, 
which were frequently brought by fleets of fmall craft, convoyed 

by men o f war from Cadiz, Malaga, and other ports in the 

neighbourhood.

O n the 5th of September, a foldier o f Hardenberg’s deferted 

from a working party employed in fcarping the rock, under the 
lines. H e was fired upon from W illis’s, but got off. Befides the 

party engaged in rendering the lines inacceffible, our engineers 
were daily rtrengthening them with palifades, &c. Traverfes were 

alfo erected along the covered way, grand battery, and line-wall 

above Waterport, where a strong boom of marts was laid, from 

O ld- mole head, to the fqot of Landport glacis. About this
time
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time the regiments began to pradtife grenade exercife. 

on which the Hanoverian defertec!, a- Moorifh galley cawe over 
from Algeziras, where (he had been detained ten days. T nc crew, 

reported that the Spanifh camp was vefy fickly. I t  is fupp&fed 
this1 vcifel came to order home the /hip which had been fome time 
repairing in the New mole, as the follov^ing day both of th^m left 

the garrifon for Tangier : a xebeque however fpeaking them off 

Cabrita Point, the Moors were condu&ed to the Spanifh Admiral.

‘T h e  Enemy’s workmen in the lines appeared at this time to be 

about 500. They were principally engaged in filling up with fand 

the north part of the ditch of Fort St. Philip, completing the 

mortar-battery before mentioned, and raifing the ere ft o f the glacis 
o f their lines in different places. From  the noife often heard 
during the night, and the number o f lights feen, we judged that 
they worked without intcrmiffion. Tw o waggons, drawn each by 
twelve mules or horfes, arrived at the lines on the 8th, which we 

conjedtured brought fixed ammunition. T he n t h ,  we obferved 

that they had begun feveral fafcine-works on the creft of their lines, 
apparently for mortar-batteries ; and had raifed feveral traverfes for 
the protection of their guard-houfes. Waggons and carts con­
tinued bringing fafcines and other materials to the lines from the 
camp. The fame day, a row-boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought 

in a Dutch dogger laden with w heat} a very valuable fupply in 

our fituation.

T h e  operations of the Enemy now began to engage our atten­
tion. They had been permitted to pafs and repafs unmolefted for 

fome tim e; but the Governor did not think it prudent to allow 
them to proceed any longer with impunity. A council o f war was 
confequently fummoned on the 11 th, to confer on the meafures 

to be purfued. T he council confifted of the following officers: the

Governor;
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JSdStm or; the Lieutenant-governor; Vice-admiral D u ff; Major- 
general De la Motte j Colonels*/ Rofs, Green, and Godwin j with 
Sir Thomas Rich, Bart. In the*evening it was reported that their 
opinion was, not to opeft on the Enemy, whilft they continued 
within their lines : but this rumour was only propagated to deceive 

the (garrifon; for on tije fucceeding morning, being Sunday the 
12th o f September, the artillery officers were ordered to the batteries 

on the heights j and the Devil’s-tower guard being withdrawn, the 

Governor opened on the Enemy from Green’s lodge (a battery made' 
fince tbe blockade commenced), W illis’s, and Queen Chailotife’s 
batteries. Their advanced guards in the Micquelet-huts, and in the 
ftone guard-houfes, were in a fhort time compelled to retire, and the 

workmen afTembled in the lines obliged to difperfe. T he covered 
waggons returned to the camp without depofiting their ladings; 

and fo general a panic feized the Enemy at this unexpected attack, 
that their cavalry galloped oft' towards the camp, and for fome 

hours fcarce a perfon was to be feen within the range of our guns. 
T h e  forts were too diftant to be materially damaged; and the 
Governor’s intention being only to difturb their workmen, the 

firing after a few hours flackened, and a fhot was only difcharged as 

the Enemy prefented themfelves. A brafs gun in the Queen’s battery 
(W illis’s) run with eight rounds.

T h e  mortar-batteries that had been difcovered in the Enemy’s 

lines, fome few days previous to our firing, had caufed no fmall 

alarm amongft the inhabitants: thofe, therefore, who had huts in 
Hardy town at the fouthward, immediately removed their moft 
valuable effe&s, fully convinced that the Spaniards at night would 

return the fire.
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T h a t  the duty of the batteries might be performed with fpirit, 

in cafe the Enemy perfifted in carrying pn their works, a Captain,
K three
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three fubalterns, and 52 men of the artillery, were orderc3y*a, 
take in charge Green’s lodge, WIHis’s, and other batteries / n  Ahe 
heights. T he firing was continued the fubfequent days, as c^rcum- 
ftances directed. T he 16th, our artillery made three attempts to 

reach the Enemy’s laboratory-tents, or artiliery-park (as henccfor~ 

ward they will be called), from a fea-tportar at W illis’s. T he 

firft and fecond Ihell burft immediately on leaving the m ortar: 

the third went its range, but fell a little fhort of the fa jctne-p irk. 

T he artillery at this period ufed the old (hells, the fufes o f which 
w&re in general faulty; and this was the caufe that the experiment 

did not anfwer on the firft and fecond trials. W e obferved, the 
lame day, that the Spaniards had pitched fome additional tents a 
little beyond Point M ala; they alfo began to ered  a pier, or wharf, 
for the convenience of landing their ftores and fupplies.

W h i l s t  the Governor kept a watchful eye on the Enemy’s 

operations, molefting their workmen as much as poflible from 

W illis's j proper precaution* were take® in the town, to render a 
bombardment lefs diftrefling, in cafe they retaliated, which, indeed, 
their preparations gave us reafon to think, would not be long 
deferred. T he pavement o f the ftreets, in the north part of the 
town, was ploughed up ; the towers o f the moft confpicuous 

buildings were taken down, and traverfes railed in different places, 
to render the communications more fecure. T h e  Enemy appeared 
to bear our fire very patiently in their lines.: their parties continued 

working on the mortar-batteries : the ftone fentry-boxes were 
pulled down, and the guard-houfes unroofed: a boyau, or covered 

way, was likewife begun, to make a lafe communication from the 
lines to their camp.

O ur  firing was ft ill continued j but their parties were at too con­

fiderable a diftance (being near a mile) to be materially annoyed by 

e a r  Ih o t j  and the works 'being  furrounded w ith  land, the large
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jQnttlii funk {6 deep, that the fplinters feldom rofe to the furface. 

A nW perlm cnt was therefore reCfoojmended by Captain (now Major) 

Mercier, o f the 39th regiment * namely, to fire out o f guns, 

£ - i  inch fliells, with fhort fufes; which were tried on the 25th, 

and found to anfwer extremely well. Thefe fmall (hells, according 
to Capt. Mercier’s method, were difpatched with fuch precifion, 

and the fufes calculated to fuch exa&nefs, that the (hell often 
burft over their heads, and wounded them before they could get 
under cover. This mode* o f  annoyance was eligible on fever*!" 
other accounts. Lefs powder was ufed, and the Enemy were m®re 

ferioufly molefted : the former wa6 an advantage of no fmaU con- 
fequence, fince it enabled the Governor to referve, at this period, 

what might be probably expended to the greater benefit o f the 

fervice on fome future occafion. I t  will alfo account for the 
extraordinary number of fhclls which, the reader will obierve in 
the Appendix, were difcharged from the garrifon.

In  the afternoon of the 26th, a foldier of the 72d regiment 

deferred from a working party out at Landport. H e took refuge 
behind one of the Micquelet - huts, and, notwithftanding our 

endeavours to diilodge him, remained there till night, when it is 

imagined he proceeded to the lines. Our firing was now very 
trifling. T he Enemy continued making additions to their boyau, 
and the works in the lines j but the latter were chiefly done in the 
night. Indeed, fince our firing, their operations within our teach 
had been principally carried on during the night, at which time, 

or very late in the evening, they alfo relieved their guards.

I n the beginning o f  October, the Enem y’s army, according to our 

intelligence, confifted o f fixtcen battalions of infantry, and twelve 

fquadrons of horfe, which, i f  the regiments were complete, would

K 2 amount

*  The Enemy, we were informed, attempted this JSraiticc, but never could bring it to 

ptrfeftion.
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•779. amount to about 14,000 men. Lieutenant-general D on Ms^tsc* 
— Alvarez de Sota Mayor was comnfcnder in chief. W e continued 

our fire, varying as obje&s prefenrted themfelves,

T he great command we had over the Enemy’s operations from 
Green’s lodge, induced the engineers to,«nount ftill h ighe^ and 

endeavour to ereft a battery on the fummit of the northern f ro n t: 

a place therefore was levelled, and a road for wheeled carriages begun

Middle-hill. T he 4th , a foldier o f the 58th attempted to defert 
from M iddle-hill guard, but was daftied to  pieces in his defcent. 
T h e  artillery were too impatient to have a gun mounted on the 

fummit of the rock, to wait till the new road was finifhed: they 

accordingly determined to drag a twenty-four-pounder up the fteep 

craggy face of the rock j and in a few days, w ith  great difficulty 
and prodigious exertions, they were fo fuccefsful as to get it to 
the top- T he 9th, a party o f the Navy attempted to cut off tw o  
Spanifh polacres, becalmed between Algeziras and their camp. 

O ur feamen fpiritedly boarded one, and were on their return w ith 
the other, when two gallies from Point Mala gave chace, main­
taining a fmart and well-directed fire as they advanced; and gained 
fo confiderably on the prizes, that the captors were reludtantly 
obliged to quit them, and betake themfelves to their boats. T h e  

Childers floop of war was ordered out, to protect them, and fortu­
nately was in time to (top the progrefs o f the gallies. T he tiller o f 
one of our barges was carried away by a (hot, but no other damage 
was received.

t
T h e  platform on the fummit o f the rock was completed on th e  

1 2 th ; and, the gun being mounted, the fucceeding day we faluted 
the Enemy’s forts with a few rounds of (hot and (hells. This gun 

was mounted on a traverfing carriage, and was diftingui(hed by the 
name of the Rock-gun. From that paft we had nearly a bird’s-eye

view
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•view o f thp Enemy’s lines, and, with the afliftance of glades, could ^79. 
disAimftly obferve every operatioi? in {heir camp. Jn the afternoon 

o f the 16th, a fervant o f M r. D&vies (the agent-victualler o f the 
^Garrifon), under pretends of looking for a ftrayed goat, obtained 
leave to pafs Landport barrier, and immediately went over to1 the 

Enemy. T he defertioa. o f this man gave us fome concern, as 

probably, to enfure a favourable reception, he might have taken 

with him fome memorandums of the ftate o f our provifions.

T h e Enemy’s parties had not been remarkably active in t'he 

beginning of the m o n th ; but about the 17th and 18th, their 
workmen in the lines were more numerous than ufual, which pro­
duced a more animated fire from our batteries. As our artillery by 

this time were accuftomed to fire from heights, the fmall fhot did 
confiderable execution amongft their workmen, many of whom 

we obferved were carried off. O n the evening of the 19th, the 

Governor was at W illis’s, to fee an experiment o f a light ball, 
invented by Lieut. Whithan*^ of the artillery. I t  was made of lead, 

and, when filled with comjWlltioh, weighed 141b. ro o z . This ball, 

w ith 41b. o f powder, was fired, at fix degrees o f elevation, out o f a 
thirty-two-pounder, upon the glacis o f their lines: it burnt w ell; 

and the experiment would have been repeated, had not a thick fog 
fuddenly arifen. T he Governor was at W illis's the fucceeding 
morning, to fee a fecond; when, the fog being totally difperfed, 
the light ball anfwered his expectation. T he Enemy, during the 
night, had been uncommonly noify ; but when the light balls were 

fired, 110 parties were difcovered at work. Neverthelcfs, at day­

break, to our great furprife, we obferved 35 embrafures opened in 
their lines, forming three batteries; tw \o f  14 each, bearing on our 

lines and W illis’s, and one o f  feven, aj^paJ^ntly for the Town and 
W aterport. They were cut through tlje parapet of their glacis, 
and fituated between the barrier of th s  lines and Fort St. Philip.

T h e
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oa. T he embrafurcs were all mafked, and many of the merlons Were 

in an unfinithed ftate: the Govprifer ordered tbe artillery to di^eit 
their fire on thefe works, and on the feven-gun battery in particular, 
where they had a party finifhing what tvas left imperfect in the, 

night.* In the afternoon, a Venetian was brought-to by a gun 

from Europa, and came in : two gallies Attempted to cut h^r off, 

but in vain.

O u r  workmen now became exceedingly diligent; new commu­

nications and works were raifed in the lines> which were reinforced 
at night, with a fubaltern and 43 men ; the alarm-pofts of the 

regiments were alfo changed, and other arrangements took place. 
On the night of the 20th, we imagined, from the noife in the 
Enemy’s lines, that their carpenters were platforming the new bat­
teries, the merlons of which they had cafed and capped with fafcines. 

Their boyau now extended from the fafcine-park, almoft to the 
barrier o f the lines. T he 23d, a prize fettee, laden with rice, was 
fent in from the ea ft w ard : Ihe was taken by a privateer belonging 
to M r. Anderfon, of the garrifon, the Captain o f which thought 

the cargo would be ufeful to the inhabitants; and indeed this fupply 

was truly feafonable. N o vefTel or boat had arrived for fix weeks 
(excepting the Venetian, on the 20th inftant), and every article in 
the garrifon began to fell at a moft exorbitant price : this trifling 
addition of provifions was therefore well received by the miferable 

Jews and Genoefe, though the rice fold for 21 dollars 6 reals 

per cwt. which, at 4 0 d. fterling the dollar, is 3I. 12s. 6d.

T h e  Enemy’s artillery, on the 26‘th, decamped from their old 

ground, before the right wing of their front line, and took poft near 
the Catalonians, wherf they were reinforced with a detachment

that
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tha£ had lately joined. T h e  following night, the Dutch dogger, 

w hjch had brought us the fuf^ply of wheat fome weeks before, 

failed for M alaga: fhe took 73 »Genoefe and Spanifh pafTengers. 
T h e  next day our artillery* got up to Middle-hill two twenty-four- 
pounders, to be in readinefs for a new battery, which was eredting 
below the rock-gun. .Another twenty-four-pounder was taken 
to thb fame place,.on the morning of the 25th. Our firing ftill 

continued, as the Enemy’s parties were daily bringing down timber 
and other materials for their new batteries.

T he  30th, an Englifh privateer, called the Peace and Plenty,
18 fix-pounders,------ M ‘Kenzie mafter, attempting to get in from
the ea ft ward, ran afhore, half-way between Fort Barbara and the 
D evil’s tower. Some of the crew came on fhore on the neutral 

ground $ the remainder, with the mafter, were brought off by 
the Admiral’s boats: and on the night o f the 31ft, fhe was burnt. 

As there was iomething extraordinary and unaccountable in the 
circumftances attending the lofs of this veffel, I cannot refill; the 

temptation of relating them more at large. In  the morning, fhe 
was bearing down, under a fine fail and leading wind, for Europa 
advance-guard, as two xebeques were cruifing off Europa Point. 
One of the xebeques, about nine, got within fhot of her : a few 
rounds were exchanged, and the privateer was apparently refolved 

to fight her way in ; but on a fudden fhe altered her courfe, and 

ran afhore under the Enemy’s guns, about 4 or 500 yards from the 
garrifon. T he boatfwain was killed, and feveral others wounded 
from the fort, before our boats arrived to their relief.

T owards the conclulion of the raoTiih, the fmall-pox was dif­
covered in the garrifon, amongft the Jewst'^-^rhe Governor, appre- 
henfive that it might fpread amongfl tha  troops, and be attended 
with dangerous confequences, ordered tlfofe who had never been

affe&eil
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’ -79- affe&ed with that diforder, to be quartered at the fouth ward'' till
Ow«

v -j the infection fhould dtfappear; and* every precaution was taketjf to 
prevent its communicating. ‘In ,the evening of the 31ft, the new 

battery below the rock-gun was finilhedi it mounted four twenty-; 

fout-pounders, and was called the Royal battery.

Njv. N ovem ber  was not introduced by any remarkable event. 1 T h e  

fire from our batteries was variable, as their workmen were employed. 

'Confiderable depofits o f fafcines, with planks and pieces o f timber, 

were formed in the Spanifh lines j and other parts of their glacis 
were raifed with fafcines and land for additional mortar-batteries. 

T h e  3d, the Enemy began to form merlons at Fort Tonara, on the 

eaftern ihore, which, joined with the circumftances o f their ereding 
two fafcine-batteries on the beach, between Fort St. Philip and 
Point Mala, and one near the magazine at the Orange-grove, gave 

us reafon to fuppofe that they expedted a fleet in their neighbourhood. 
Few workmen were at this time to be feen in their lines j a party 

was trimming up the boyau j and numbers were employed about 

the landing-place in difembarking ftores % which appeared to be their 

chief employment.

P rovisions of every kind were now becoming very fcarce and 

exorbitantly dear in the garrifon j mutton 3s. and 3s. 6d. per pound j 

veal 4s. pork 2s. and 2s. 6d. a pig's head 19s. ducks from 14s. to 
18s. a couplc ; and a goofe, a guinea. Fiih was equally high, and 
vegetables were with difficulty to be got for any money; but bread, 
the great eflential of life and health, was the article moft wanted. 
I t  was about this period, that tbe Governor made trial what quantity 

o f rice would fuffice a fiij^le perfon for twenty-four hours, and 
actually lived himfelf /4 gftt days on four ounces o f rice per day. 

Sir George is remarkable lor an abftemious mode o f  living, feldom 
tafting any thing but vegetables, fimple puddings, and water; and

yet
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Halt, and ufee ttfn&ifft fc*fercift: blit thfc ftfftl! portion 
ja f tf  mcfeticftiwi wottW be fk t M tm  ftfffic&rit f<& a wofkihg ifl«a 
hi^t'fcontinm lly employed, a t r t d  I f i  a cHtaate Whfctfc t h f c  Hcatt neefcf- 

iariljr demands w $  nottriflimeht t& fupport nature rinded
fatigue*

T w o  defectors came in, w ith thefr arm** Oft thfc'ftfofetqf the t  ith . 
They fc#otig«d to  the W aidn guards, c  corpsifi th/Spinifti fervlce, 
eompofed principally, if  not entirfely, of foreJgpdfs. ThcfOfioWf^g 

morning ikpy wetocondafited to Willis'#, Whence they had a view 

«f the  'Emfojfy works, w hich th<iy de&^Jbfed to fhe Goteriior. 
T heS panifh  ariiiay were Under arm? oaf the i2 th ‘, in the froht Of 
their camp* and were difmiffed by cofps as the General pafled.

T h e  r:4 th , arrived the Back gutter prttWOfcer, Captain Fagg, 
carrying tfaotjM btfr nine-|loahd£rsw Th» abilities and bravery of 

a  Brkifb8&fcir wefrefo eminWHily coi^ifcubua m  the Captain’s 
to his aMVal, that tvfen oAr Endm id could not hd p  

b lo w in g  on- hink the tncomioms to which hiis dnei'it entitled him.
eight in ih%ftiorttiiig> &£■ptiv&tcei was difeoVeredin thti Gut, 

with a wefterly breeze* The ufual fignal for feeing ah enemy was 
made by ffetr Spamanfe &  Cabî f*1 f*dnitfj* *rid‘ Admiral Baftielo, 
with a ibipof the |inc, one of fiftjr gang, a frigate df fort̂ , two 
xebeques, a fettee of fourteen guns, with half~ga!lies, See. Sec. to 
the nuoitwr of twen^one, got uiidcr Way to intercept her. On 

the firft alarm' a xebeque at anchor off Cabtita had weighed, and 

ftood oat into1 the Strait: the cutter r»everth<&eft continued her 
courfe p but obferviiig . A r wholfe S{m̂ HK fquadron turning the 
Point, (he fuddenlyt&clced, ahd iiood KKrtrais the Barbary fhbre: 
the xobequcs,* frigate, and vefkls dCrJycd, but were carried
down to leeward by the«m»fi<HMc t^ditfr of the current, whilii 
t h e c u t f c r i a '; As it-may appear

h  very
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very extraordinary to readers unacquainted with nautical affairs, that 

the privateer fhould not be equally Iffe&ed by the current, it may be 

neceffaiy to inform them , that a*cutter, or anyveffcJ rigged in the 

fame manner, from the formation of hSr fails can go fome points, 
neater the wind' thanfa fquare-rigged veffel; which advantage, on 
this occafion, enabled Captain Fagg to turn better to windward, 
by ftemming,-4h|T^ourrrent, whilft the Spaniards, by oppofing their 

broadfides, weraycarried away to the  eaftward. But, to refume the 

narrative; Barcelo^j^ho had his flag on board the feventy-four, was1 
the lafl in the chace, and, perceiving his fquadron driving to leeward, 
prudently returned to the Point, to be in readinefs |o  intercept her 

in the Bay. T he fifty-gun fhip alfo laid her head to the current^ 

and keeping that pofition, drove very little in comparifon with her 

friends. Affairs were thus fituated when Captain Fagg, perfuaded 
that the danger was over, boldly fleered for the garrifon.' T he fifty- 
gun fhip endeavoured to cut her off from the eaftward, but was 
compelled to reftre by our batteries at Europa: and Barcelo got 
under way to intercept her from the Point but finding his efforts 
ineffectual, he was obliged to haul his wind, and giving her two 
irregular broadfides, o f grape and round, followed his unfuccefsful 

fquadron to the eaftward. T he Cutter infultingly returned the 

Spanifh Admiral’s fire with her flemrchace, and foon after anchored 

under our guns.

T he  expectations of the troops and inhabitants, who were 

fpe&ators of the aCtion, had been raifed to the highefl pitch : few 

doubted but fbe was a King's veffel j and as no intelligence had 
been received from England f<^ many weeks, their flattering fancies 
painted her the meffenger/jf good news j probably, the.forerunner 

of a fleet to their rj^dL But what was their defppndency and 

difappomtment, When tlfcy only a priva­
teer, had been aconfideqible time at fea, and p u t in for provifions ?

Though
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Though our condition in the victualling-office became weekly more 
ancf more ferious, yet the Governor* generoufly pro mi fed Captain 
Fagg affiftance. W hat indeed could be refufed to a man by whofc 

'manoeuvres the Port was Once more open, and the Bay and Straits 
again under the command of a Britifh AdmiraV Only two or three 

haJf-gallies returned to Cabrita P o in t; the r e l \o f  their fquadron 
were driven far to leeward of the rock.

A s s u m i n g  the liberty of a fliort digreffiosHfi this place, it m iy  
be neceffary to inform the Reader of the extent and breadth of the 

Straits of Gibraltar, and acquaint him, at the fame time, with the 
opinipns of different writers concerning the perpetual current that 
fets into the Mediterranean Sea, from the great Atlantic Ocean, 
which has fo long engaged the attention o f many celebrated natural 
philosophers.

T he  Straits of Gibraltar (formerly known by the name of the 
Herculean Straits) are about twelve leagues in extent, from Cape 

Spartel to Ceuta Point, on the African coaft ; and from Cape T ra­

falgar to Europa Point, on the coaft of Spain. At the weftern 
entrance, they are in breadth about eight leagues, but diminifti con- 
fiderably about the middle, oppofite Tarifa (a fmall" filhing-town 
on the Spanifli coaft, originally a place o f great confequence and 
ftrength), though they widen again between Gibraltar and Ceuta, 

where they “are about *6 vc leagues broad.

P h i l o s o p h e r s ,  who have communicated their fentiments on the 
extraordinary phenomenon of a conS®snt current, differ widely in 
accounting for the difpofition of that cbstmual influx of waters, 
which, it is natural to ibp|tbfe, would, without fome confumption 
or return, foon overflow the boundaries t>f the Mediterranean Sea, 
The late ingenious Dr, Hailey was of opinion, that this perpetual

L 2 fupply
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fupply o f water from the vaft Atlantic Ocean was intended by nature 

to recruit what was daily exhaled in vapour: others again thfrik, 

the waters that roll in with the centre current are returned, by two 
counter-flreams, along the African and Spanifh lhores. T h a t there" 

are two counter-ftredtas is without doubt j but their rapidity and 
breadth bear little {^portion  to the principal current. A third clafs 
fuppole a qjpGfl ̂ current beneath, and of equal ftrength with the 

upper ftream ; this opinion appears confirmed by a circumftance 
related by ColonelV^mes, in his defcription of the Herculean 
Straits, o f a Dutch lliip being funk in aftion by a French privateer 
off Tarifa, which fome time afterwards was caft up near Tangier, 
four leagues to the wejiward of the place where fhe difappeared, 

and dire&ly againft the upper current. T his hypothecs receives 
alfo additional fupport from the repeated difuppointments which 

have been experienced by many naval officers, in attempting to found 

the depth of the Straits with the longeft lines: for the oppofition 

between the currents might carry the line in fuch directions as to 

defeat the intention of this experiment.

T h e se  fads feem ftrongly to indicate a recurrency to the weft- 

ward i which, though k  may not be fo rapid as the upper ftream, 
yet, with the affiftance of the currents along the Spanifh and Barbary 
fliores, and the necefTary exhalations, may account for the Medi­

terranean Sea never incrcafmg by the conflant fupply received from 

the Atlantic Ocean. The rapidity oC the fuperipjr cur/entrenders 
the paflage from the Mediterranean to the weflward very precarious 
and uncertain,, as fhips; npv^r c^a ftem  thf? ffceam w4t&oi|t. a, brilk. 
Levanter, or eagerly w i n d . / t h e r e f o r e ,  are often detained 
weeks, and fometimes mo-^hs, waifing for a.f^v^urablc bimz? j in

Two



T w o  frigates, on the n ig h ^ o f the 14th, joined the Enemy’s >779, 
fmall craft in the Bay, from the weft? I t  was thought, from fome 
preparations that were made on board our men of war the fucceed- 

ing evening, that Admiral D uff intended an attempt to cut out or 
deftroy thefc (hips : a council was held in the \ iv y , and the practi­

cability of fuch an entcrpHfe debated; but noth\tg  was done.

T he  Bay being again open, the night of th ^ l  9th, a Moorifh 
fettee came in, with 39 bullocks and a few ^  : the former were 

fo weak and poor, that many of them died on the beach as foon as 
they were landed : they were, however, a moft acceptable fupply.

T he  patron informed us, that a veflel had failed, the preceding 
night, for the Garrifon, with 40 bullocks, 50 fhecp, and 30 goats; 
which we imagined was taken by the gallies at the Point. TJie 
following day, a Swede ftood in for the Garrifon, with a fignal at 
her fore-top* gallant mall-head, by which fhc was known to be 

laden with provifions, and configned to an inhabitant. Off the 
Point fhe was boarded by a row-boat, and conducted immediately to 

Algeziras. T he 23d, the Governor proportioned the fuel to the 

officers. This article was now become fcarce and important. T he 
coals in the Garrifon were few : what fuel, therefore, was iffued 
at this period, was wood from fhips bought by Government, and 
broken up for that purpofe, but which had fo ftrongly imbibed the 

fait water, that it was with the utmoft difficulty we could mak? it 
take fire.
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A SMALt boat arrived on the 24th, with a packct from 
M r. Logie : this packet was landed arM ogadore in South Barbary, 
by the Fortune floop of war, Captaih|*^quircs. I f  I rightly 

recoiled, it was upon this\ occafion that th \ following fuccefsful 
ftratagem was effedted, through the fideli jr o f a Moor entmfted' by 

M f. Logie to carry the difpatches to that^part of the coaft, whence,

to
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to prevent interception, he thought it prudent to fend them to 

Gibraltar. T he Spaniards, «ac(juainted with the importance of 

thefe difpatches, wifhed to prevent them coming to our hands; and 
accordingly offered a thoufand Cobs (about 225I. fieri.) to the Moor, 

to induce him to bedfty his truft, and pretend he had been robbed 

on his way to the c/Taft. T he faithful Mo6r immediately acquainted 
the C onfuy^T ’-^the offer, who directed him to promife that he 
would comply. Va the interval M r. Logie prepared falfe difpatches, 

in cyphers, figneaV yi dated them St. James’s, and affixed a feal 
from the cover of a letter of Lord Hillborough’s to h im felf: thefe 

were inclofed as ufual, and diretted to General Eliott. T he Moor 

received part of the bribe, and delivered up the fi&itious p acket: 
M r. Logie on his return appeared much diftreffed by the accident, 

and the next evening fent the real difpatches to Gibraltar.

T h e  wind veering round to the fouthward, on the 26th Admiral 
Barcelo returned from Ceuta to his old anchorage off Algeziras, 
and the port again became clofely blockaded. A deferter came in, 

the morning of the 30th, from the lines ; he belonged to the Walon. 
guards: and about five in the afternoon, anotherW alon deferted 
to us. T hey fired feveral mufquets at the latter, and he turned 
about and returned the fh o t: three horfemen then purfued him, 

but were driven back by our artillery. After firft gun-fire, two 

more came in, of the fame corps,

T h e  Enemy’s operations continued to be confined to the com­

pletion o f their batteries, and the fini/hing of their boyau. In  their 

camp we obl’erved them bij-ftiy employed in erecting huts for the 
accommodation of their tt^ops againft the winter rains, which now 

had begun to fet i n f  jpn the other f hand, the Governor made 

every neceffary addition ty the works. W aterport covert-way was
doubly
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doubly palifaded, and a battery for three guns ereded on the Q uay; >779.

a work of mafonry, to mount itvo guns, was built at Ragged-ftaff} 
and traverfes of caiks and earth Were raifed on the different roads, 
on the north front, to fccure the communications. Some improve­

ments were alfo made in the batteries and woi'ks at Europa..

D e c e m b e r  commenced with the capture o f 'a 'G ^ n d e  polacre, Dec_ 

becalmed off Europa. Our failors found about ./>. 220 in money 
on board, with fome letters, from which we leaned that the Enemy 
fuftained fome lofs in the lines from our fire. T he 4th, the Enemy 
beat a parley, and fent in a mule (belonging to Colonel Green, the 
chief engineer) which had ffcrayed to their lines; an inftance of 
politenefs which we did not exped. The 8th, another deferter 

came in ; he was purfued, but we proteded him. The fubfequent 

day we obferved feveral men about the weftern and caftern advanced 
Hone guard - ho ufes, which we imagined were pofted there to prevent 

defertion. Our artillery endeavoured to diflodge them with round 
fhot, but did not fucceed. T he 10th, the Enemy fired feveral 
rounds, from Fort St. Philip, at -our filhing-boats in the Bay.

Four foldiers of De la M otte’s regiment, quartered on W indmill- 
hill, attempted, on the 13th, to defert: fearch was however imme- 

diatey made for them, and two were retaken. Thofe who efcaped 
were fuppoled to have got down by a rope-laddei, left by the party 
employed in cutting brufh - wood for fafcines. T he next day 

another of the Enemy endeavoured to come over to us, but, being 

purfued by two horfemen, was cut down and fecured. One of 
the horfes belonging to the purfuers was killed by our fire, and 
the rider much bruifed with the fa l l ,, T he fucceeding day, this 
unfortunate man was executed on a rkw  gallows, ereded near 

their artillery-park, and t^e body, acc$rtfbg to cuflom, hung 

till fun-fet.
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T h e  Governor, on the 19th, ordered that no guns fliould be 

fired from the garrifon at the Eftfcmy’s Chipping, if  the diftance 

required more than 6° elevation y  except when fhips were chafing, 

or engaged. O n the 20th, the Buck,'having refitted,, failed on 

a cruile to the eaftward. W e were afterwards informed that fhe 

unfortunately fell i£  with a French frigate, which, after a few 

broadfides, cpmuved the B uck} but before fhe could be got into 
port, fhe £ in k ’vrom the damage received in the a&ion. On the 
night of the 2 6 t k w e  had a moft violent ftorm of rain, with 
dreadful thunder a m  lightning. T he  fucceeding morning a vaft 

quantity of wood, cork, &c. was floating under our walls : the 
rain had wafhed it from the banks o f the Paknones and Gua- 
•daranque, and it was wafted by the wind over to our fide of 
the Bay. Fuel had long been a fcarce artic le : this fupply was 
therefore confidered as a miraculous interference of Providence in 
our favour.

T h e  Enemy, the 27th, fired four guns from Fort St. P h ilip : 
one of the fhot ftruck the extremity o f  Prince’s lines. W hether 

thefe were fired to frighten our fifhermen, who were dragging their 

nets near the farther gardens, without Landport, or only as ait 

experiment, we could not fay, as they immediately cealed on our 
returning the fire fcoin W illis’s. T he day following, came in three 
deferters; and the fame morning the Fly packet-boat arrived from 
Tangier, with 40 goats,, fowls and eggs, but no mail-: this cargo, 

though trifling,: was highly acceptable* T h e  deferters informed us 
that the Enemy were almoft overflowed in. their linee* from the- 

late exceflj^c rains : ih; fom«^ glaces, particularly near the im if 
batteries,, the water was twj/ a n d  three feet deep j and their efforts 

to drain it  off had hitlT^to been ineflfe&uai. T he afitfa, ia foldier 
o f  Hardenberg’s deferred £own the b a c k o f the rock.

J a n u a r y ,
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■ J a n u a r y ,  1780, did not commence with any very interdling 
events. A fquadron of men a f war palled through to the weft 
on the 2d : it being hazy, we could hot diftinguilh of what nation 
they were; but many thought them Spaniards from Carthagena. 
On the evening of the 5th, a fire broke out in the Enemy's camp, 
which, we afterwards learned, deftroyed four officers marquees, 
and fix or feven huts. T he following day, after gun-fire, two 

Walons deferted to u s : they brought information tiijt upwards 
o f forty mortars were mounted in the lines, ./id that all their 
batteries were completed with cannon.

A  N e a p o l i t a n  polacre was luckily driven under our guns on 

the 8th, and obliged to come in. On board we found about 6000 

bufhels of barley, a cargo (circumftanced as we were) of ineltimable 
value. T he bakers had long been limited to the quantity of bread 

daily to be iffued to the inhabitants, and fentries were placed at the 
wickets where it was delivered, to prevent confufion and riot., 
T h e  ftrongeft neverthelefs had the advantage ; fo that numbers of 

women, children, and infirm perfons, returned to their miferablc 
habitations, frequently without tafting, for fome days, that chief, 
and perhaps neceffary fupport of life. T he inhabitants were not 
the only fufferers in this icene of diftrefs; many officers and foldiers 
had families to fupport out o f the pittance received from the 
victual ling-office. A foldier, with his wife and three children, 
would inevitably have been ftarved to death, had not the generous 
contributiqn of his corps relieved his fam ily: one woman actually 
died through w ant; and many were fo enfeebled, that it was not 
without great attention they recovered : thiftles, dandelion, wild 
leeks, &c. were for fome time the daily nourifliment of numbers. 
Few fupplies arriving from Barbary, r,ad there appearing little 
profpeCt of relief from m gland , famine hegan to prefent itfelf 
with its  attendant horrors: had there j^een a glimmering hope of

M  affiftance
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affiftance from home, it would have enabled many to fupport 
themfelves under this accumulation of diftrefs; but, alas 1 we 

feemed entirely abandoned to 6ur .fortune.

N ot  only bread, but every article neceffary to the fupport of life, 

was hard to be procured, and only to be purchafed at exorbitant 

prices. Veal, mutton, and beef, fold from two {hillings and 
fix-pence,/JfPfour {hillings per pound,* frefh pork, from tw o 
to three fliilling^sJalt beef and pork, one fhilling and three-pence 
per pound ; fowls, eighteen fhil lings per couple; ducks, a guinea j 
fire-wood, five fhillings per hundred weight ; a pint of milk and 

water, one fhilling and three-pence. Vegetables were extremely 
fcarce : a fmall cabbage coft one fhilliag and fix-pence, and a fmall 

bunch of the outward leaves fold for five-pence; Irifh butter, two 
{hillings and fix-pence per pound; eggs, fix-pence each ; and 

candles, two {hillings and fix-pence per pound. T h e  beft fifh was 
moft exorbitantly dear, confidering on what terms the garrifon had 
been formerly fupplied. I t  is natural to fuppofe, from the rock 

being almoft furrounded with the fea, that we fhould have a conftant 

refource in this article ; the contrary was however the cafe: our 
fifhermen were foreigners, and being under no regulation, they 

exadted, by degrees, moft: extravagant fums for w hat fome m onths 

before we fhould have refufed with difguft.

T hi s  extreme fcarcity of proviiions, it may well be imagined, 

could not fail to exercife the invention of individuals. A fingular 
mode o f hatching chickens was about this time fuccefsfully praClifed 

by the Hanoverians ; and, as it may be acceptablc to fome readers, 

the procefs, as communicated by a friend, is here inferted. T he 

eggs were placed, w ith ipme cotton, wool, or other warm fub- 
ftance, in a tin cafe ©f f^ich conftruCtion as to be heated either 
by a lamp or ho t water % a£id, by a proper attention to the tempera­



ture of heat, the eggs were commonly hatched in the ufual time 
ot a hen’s fitting. A capcm (however ftrange it may appear) was 
then taught to rear th em : to reconcile him to this truft, the 

feathers were plucked frbm his bread and belly; lie was then 
gently fcourged with a bunch of nettles, and placed upon the 

young hatch, whofe do^ny warmth afforded fuch comfort to the 
bared'and fmarting parts, that he, from that period, reared them 
up with the care and tendernefs o f a mother.

E a r l y  in the morning of the 10th, a fquadron of ftiips was feen 
to the eaft, which had paffed through in the night j five were of 
the line, and one under jury-mafts : fuppofed to be Count D ’Ef- 
taing’8 fleet from the Well*.Indies. T he fame day a foldier o f the 
58th regiment was executed for ftealing: he was the firft man who 
had fuffered fince General Eliott had been Governor. The day 

following, the Enemy fired, from Fort St. Barbara, on a clergyman 
performing the laft office over the corpfe of a foldier of the 72d 

regiment, at the burial-ground near the Governor’s meadow. The 
party immediately retired, though not before they had deposited 
their charge. As this conduct convinced us that the Enemy would 
not permit us to bury our dead without the garrifon, a part of 
the red fands behind the Princels of Wales’s lines was appropriated 
to that purpofe.

T h e  12th, they furprifed us again with ten fhot from Foit 

St. P h ilip : feveral came into town, and did fome trifling damage 
amongft the buildings. T he inhabitants, whofe alarms had not 
totally fubfided fince the raicidle of September, when the Gover­
nor opened upon the Enemy, were now perfectly convinced they 
meant to return our fire ; and accordingly began, on the firft report 
o f their guns, to remove * themfelves to the fouthward. Some 

in the greateft confufion endeavoured td  fecure their valuables in
M  2 town;
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>-ko, to w n ; but the firing ceafing, the fugitives, before night, fum-- 
rnoned up futHcient courage to retifrn. ■ A woman, patting near one 
of the houfes, was ilightly hurt. I t  was fmgular that a female 
fhould be the firft perfon wounded at fhis remarkable liege. Ia  

the- evening, the commanding officers had orders to inform their 
corps, that the Governor was under the ueceffity of curtailing the 

weekly allowance of provifions. Difagreeable as this intelligence 
was, and particularly when we confider the diftrefs which many 
experienced, even with the full allowance, the men received it 
without the fmalleft appearance of difcorxtcnt. Convinced of the 
neceffity, they acquiefced with cheerfulnefs : indeed, to do them 
juftice, in all the viciffitudes of this trying period, the garrifon fub- 
mitted, without murmuring, to every neceflary regulation, however 

unpleafmg. It was fortunate for many, that this fubftra&ion of 
provifions did not continue lo n g : nay, it remains a doubt with 

fome, whether, at the time, the Governor was not apprifed of a 
relief being n ear; and did not ena& this regulation, folely to  
make trial of the difpofition of his troops. I f  fo, how fatisfadtory 
a circumftance muft it have been, to find the army under his 
command accord, with fo much good-humour, to what might be 
confidered as a real hardship, however indifpenfable!

A d m ir a l  D u ff , on the 13th, gave orders to the men of war 
and armed veffels, to be prepared, in cafe a convoy was near, to  
afford every protection to any ftraggling fhips that might attempt 
the Port before the main body arrived. This eaution confirmed us. 
in the opinion of a convoy being expected; and a general joy was 
diffufed throughout the garrifon, at the flattering, though probably 
diftant profpedt. Two days, after, an ordmnce-brig, which with, 
other vefTels feemed to be going through to the eaft, fuddenly 
altered her courie, ahd, notwithftandiiig fhe was oppofed by the 
Eneyiv, anchored under lour walls. A fhip with the Britifh flag,

entering'
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entering the Bay, was fo uncommon a fight, that aimolt the whole 
garrifon were affembled at the fouthward to welcome her in j but 
words are inefficient to defcribe their tranfports 011 being informed 
that fhe was one of a largi convoy which had failed the latter end 
o f the preceding month for our relief. The diftrefled Jews, ,and 

other inhabitants, were frantic with jo y ; and the repeated huzzas 

from all quarters, for fome time prevented further enquiries. W e 
afterwards learned, that {lie had parted company with th* convoy iri 
the Bay of Bifcay, and off Cadiz had difcovered nine fail of large 
fhips, which the mafter concluded were Spaniards ftationed there 
to oppofe their entrance. T he latter part of their information gave 
us much uneafinefs. T he Enemy, we concluded, would have good 
intelligence of the force of the Britifh convoy. If, therefore, any 

oppofition was intended, a fuperior fquadron would confequently be 
ftationed at the entrance of the Straits. Thefe reflexions damped, 
in a great degree, the pleafure we before experienced, and made 

us apprehenfive that the relief was not fo near as we at firft 
expedted. T he profpedt of it had however a very vifible effedt 

on the price of provifions, which immediately fell more than two 

thirds.

S i n c e  it was probable that llraggling fliips might attempt the 
Port before the body of the convoy approached, the Childers floop 
of war, and armed veffels, were ordered to cruife in the Bay, to 

proteft them from the Enemy’s fmaU-craft. Previous to the arrival 
of the brig, a foldier o f the 58th regiment deferted from a party 

employed behind the Rock in gathering ihrubs, &c. for fafcines. 
T he 16th, a Walon deferted to us, by whom we were informed, 
that the Enemy had every thing prepared in their lines to bombard 

the Town. At another tirwe we fhould have been greatly alarmed 
at this intelligence; but otir thoughts were too much engaged with 

tbe pleafing, though uncertain hopes of relief, to reflect on the

confequences.

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  85

1780.
Jan.



86 H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E

j .j Sc ,

Jan.
coafcq'icnces of a bombardment. In the evening, our apprehenfions 

concerning the convoy were totally difpclled, by the arrival of a 

brig laden with flour, which communicated the joyful news that 
Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney had*captured, off the coaft of 
Por.tugal, a Spanifh 64-gun fhip, five of 32 and 28 guns, with 
lcventeca merchantmen, belonging to thc£aracca Company, going 
from Bilboa to Cadiz; and that, with a f l e e t  of t w e n t y - o n e  

iliil of the and a large convoy of merchant-fhips and tranfports, 
he was proceeding to our relief. Every idea of opposition at this 
information immediately vanifhed; and we-anticipated the flattering 
profpeft of feeing the Britifh flag once more triumphantly difplayed 

in the Mediterranean.

T he weather, on the 17th, was very hazy; but clearing up the 

fucceeding day, one of the prizes arrived, without any oppofition 
from the Enemy. T he midfhipman who brought her in informed 

us, that when he parted with the fleet on the 16th, Sir George 
was engaged with a Spanifh fquadron off Cape St. Mary’s ; and 
that, juft before they loft fight o f  them, a fhip o f the line blew up; 
but he was at too great a diftance to diftinguifh whether fhe was 

friend or foe. In the evening, one of the armed Caracca prizes 
came in, but no further particulars of the engagement could be 

learned. Our anxiety concerning the event of the action was however 
removed, a few hours afterwards, by the appearance o f the convoy 
itfelf off Europa. The wind, at that critical time, unfortunately 

failed them ; and the vivid flafhcs of lightning, by which we had 
difcovered the fleet at the firft, only ferved to exhibit them to us, 
driving with the current to the eaftward of the Rock. The Apollo 
frigate, Capt. Pownall, widi one or two merchantmen, neverthelefs 
got in about eleven; and by the former, .the Governor and Garrifon 

were acquainted with the agreeable tidinlgs of a complete v i c t o r y  

over the Spauiflh Admiral,’ who, with three others -of his fquadron,
was



was taken ; one was run afliore, another blown up in the engage­

ment, and the reft difperfed..

W e now found, that.* the plan for relieving Gibraltar had been 
conducted at home with fuch fecrecy and prudence, that the Enemy 
never fufpedted that Sir George meant to convoy the tranfports to 
the Straits, with fo ftrong a fleet. By their intelligence from Breft, 
they underftood he was tofeparate in a certain latitude, at^proceed,- 
with the main body of the men of war, to the W ert-Incfies. 
T hus deceived, they concluded that the tranfports with their convoy 

would fall an eafy prey to their fquadron, which con lifted of eleven 
men of war, all chofen fliips from their grand fleet.

A t  day-break, on the morning of the 19th, the Enemy unmafked 

one of their fourteen-gun batteries. T he guns, with thofe in the 
fort, were all elevated, and the lines reinforced with two regiments 
of infantry. T he Governor, notwitliftanding thefe appearances, 

ordered a royal falute to be lired at fix o’clock from W illis’s. The 
Panther man of war was decorated, and alfo fired a falute on 
account of this vidtory. About feven the Edgar arrived, with the 

Phoenix prize of 80 guns, having on board the Spani/h Admiral, 
Don Juan de Langara y Huarte. This lliip had loft her mizen 
and main top-mafts, but feemed little injured in the hull. The 
Admiral, who was wounded in the engagement, was conduced 
on fliore in the evening to lodgings in town, and had every atten­
tion and compliment paid him which were due to his rank. At 
night, Admiral Digby, in the Prince George, worked round Europa 
with eleven or twelve fliips j* but Sir George remained with the 
crippled prizes, and with the main body of the fleet, off Marbella, 
a Spanifli town, formerly of note, ftxtecn leagues to the eaftwa: ’ 

of Gibraltar.
T h b
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T uts aoth, being the aoniverfary of the King of Spain’s , birth* 

day, Admiral Barcelo’s /hips were«decprated according to ctiftom. 

W hen the colours were ftruck io the evening, the flag-flap, with 
her con fort of 50 guns, was hauled clofe in land j and the next 

day a large party began to eredt a batteiy on the fliore for their 
protection} being apprehenfive, probably of an attack from the 
Britifh fleet. The night o f the 21ft, the Enemy unmafked the 

HJtTher batteries in the lines, which again caufed a general difturbance 
amongft the inhabitants. Every thing feeated now prepared to fire 

upon the town. T he convoy continued b ea tin g u p ; but the prizes 

were fo damaged in their rigging, that they could riot be expedted to' 
make the Bay till the wind veered round to the eaft. Early on the

2 2d, feveral men of war, in coming into the Bay, were carried down 
under the Enemy’s batteries, near Point Mala, which occaixoned a 
general alarm in their camp. Drums beat to arms, and their artil­
lery opened in an inflan t. T he boats o f the fleet, however, were 

ordered to their afFiftance, and the Hhips wtre i p ^ i  hzck w kko ^t 
receiving much damage. One man was killed, andtw o wounded, 
on board tlie Terrible 1 all ©f them Spamfe prisoners.

Sir  G eorge, on h is  arrival off the -coaft of Barbary, had Tent 
intelligence to M r. Logie, to th#e Garrifon.
Three veffels, therefore, failed in the courfeof the 22d for Tetuan, 

to bring over what was at hand. T he •XSwi&l-had prdi?tded cattle, 
fafcines, pickets, &c. in readinefs fortheihijps when they arrived} 
but, to his furprife, the fliips fent ki the 'httrry o f frufmefs, u ndef 
convoy o f  the Bedford, were tranfports, fitted up fpr the reception 
of troops, with manyweeks provifions on board; and before “the 
births could be removed toadtoit the fupplies, the wind came (Utterly, 

•and the fhips were obliged to  return without th a n . This overfighf* 
was of great detriment to the Garrifort, as at this period we m ight 
have procured frefh provifions, which with economy would have

ferved



fetVed fbf fome months. T h e  garrifon veffels were afterward* fent 17®°* 
for thefe articlesj but after Sir Gieorge Rodney’s departure, moft of 
them were detained by the vigilance of the Enemy’s cruifers.

W e learned by the Childers, on the 23d, that Sir George was at 

anchor, with the prizes^ in Tetuan R oad; and waited only a 
favourable wind to join the remainder o f the fleet in the Bay*

As the town of Tetuan has frequently been mentioned in tjy r 

preceding pages, and probably will as often occur in the cWrfe of 
the fubfequent; the reader will perhaps not be difpleafed to find in 
this place a fhort defcription of it. Tetuan is a very ancient town 
in Barbary, fituated to the fouth-eaft of Ceuta, about fix miles from 
the fea, on a river which meanders beautifully through a plea&nt 
country; but which has a bar at the entrance, that renders it  
unnavigable for large fliips. Small veflels get up about two miles, as 
far as Marteen, which is the quay and port of Tetuan. T he town is 
walled round with fquaxe towers at different diftances, to flank the 
curtains. I t  is built on the gentle Hope of a h i l l; and the houfes 

being white, with fiat roofs, have the appearance at a difiance of an 
cncampment. T he buildings are fo contrived, that a perfon may go 
from one end of the town to the other, without defcending into the 
Greets; and in this manner their women, by occupying the upper 
ftories, vifit each other without being expofed to the light: of the 
male fex in the ftreets below*

T h e Town has a manufactory, and carries on a confiderabie 
trade, principally in barter: the road is, however, fo cxpoied 

towards the eaft, that fhips cfannot remain there during the Levant 
winds. T he Moors exchange cattle, poultry, and fruit, far other 
ar^cles; and when there is a truce between the powers, fupply 

feveral parts of Spain w it^ provifions. The oranges of Tetuan 

are efteemed the largeft and bell:-flavoured of any in that part of 
the globe.
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T h e  Enemy, we imagined, were not a little alarmed by the 
cafual appearance of. our (hips on* the morning of the 2 2d ; as, 
for feveral days after, they were bufy in removing cannon from 
their artillery-park to the different batfferies along the coaft. A t 
Algeziras, the top-mafts and j&rds of the men of war were ftruck, 

and the ftiips hauled as clofe in land, ugder the protection* o f the 
new battery, as the depth of water would admit. Several S'panilh 
^ lig ^ rs^ p re  now permitted to return on their parole to Spain. 

The 24th, the Childers failed back to T etuan ; and foon after 

arrived a Britifh letter of marque from Newfoundland, laden w ith  

falt-filh.

W h i l s t  the fleet remained in the Bay, the Governor and 
Garrifon were often honoured with the prefence of the Royal M id- 
fhipman, Prince W illiam -H enry; and when that youthful hero, on 
his return, laid his early laurels at the feet of his Royal Father, 
he prefented, at the fame time, a plan o f the garrifon, in the relief 

of which he had made his firft naval eflay. In  that plan were 
delineated the improvements which the place had undergone, and 
the new batteries ereded on the heights fince the commencement o f 

the blockade..

T h e  mention of his Royal Highnefs brings to my recolle&ion 
an anecdote of him, which occurred whilft the fleet was in the Bay. 
T he Spanifh Admiral, Don Juan Langara, one morning vifited 
Admiral Digby, to whofe charge the Prince was intruftedj and 
Don Langara was of courfe introduced to his Royal Highnefs. 
During the conference between the Admirals, Prince William retired j 
and when it was intimated that Don Juan wiflied to return, His 

Royal Highnefs appeared in his charafter of midftupman, and 
refpedtfully informed' the Admiral, th it  the boat was ready. The

Spaniard,
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Spaniard, aftonifhed to ibe the ion of a Monarch ading as a petty 
officer, immediately exclaimed,’* “  W ell does Great-Britain merit 

the empire o f the fea, when thehum blefl ftations in her Navy 
“  are fupported by Prinr*« o f the Blood.”

T h r ee  Of the Enemy> on the 25th, deferted to the Garrifon; a 
fourth, attempting to defert, was retaken, and another was fhot by the 
purfuers within mufket-fhot o f our lines. W e fired frawa^Wjilli*^  
a t the horfemen who followed them, and wounded two of their 

horfes. T he deferters faid it was reported, that the Enemy intended 

bombarding the town the fucceeding day. For feveral preceding 
months we had reafon, from their operations, to think fuch an 

event not improbable. Seven or eight mortar-batteries had been 
diftributed along their lines, in which, according to our intelligence, 
were upwards of forty mortars : thefe, with the cannon bearing on 

the garrifon from their gun-batteries, amounted in all to upwards 

o f  100 pieces o f ordnance. They therefore were not unprepared 
for fuch fervice j but whether the circumftance of the Spanifh 
.Admiral and officers being lodged in town might not at that time 
in  fome degree influence their conduft, or whether they were over­
awed by the ftrong naval force in their neighbourhod, they deferred 
th e  bombardment to a more diftant period.

Sir  G eorge  arrived in the Sandwich from Tetuan on the 25th; 
and the following day, the prizes, and remaining men of war, 
were all at anchor in the Bay. A council of war was immediately 
held on the Admiral’s arrival; but the fubjedt of their debates 
was not made public. Late in the evening of the fame day, a 
Newfoundland veflel with fifli, coming in, approached fo clofe to 

th e  Enemy’s coaft, that our guard-boats were obliged to bring her 
•to her proper birth.

N  2 *Th e -
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T h e  Fortuneftoop Carried over to Point Mala, on the 26th, 
the Spanifh wounded prifone.rs: A’dmiral Langara, with his fuite, 

ftill remained in town. AdmiraT Sir George Brydges Rodney landed 
on the 27th at Ragged-ftaff, and, after vifiting the Spanifh Admiral, 

dirred with the Governor. Prince W illiam, with Admiral Digby, 
&c. likewife dined at the Convent. The fame .day, the Governor 
ordered thofe foldiers wives and children, who were not provided 

months provifions, to prepare to leave the garrifon with 

the fleet: 2 50 lb. of flour, or 360 lb. of bifcuit, was ftated as fufficient 
for one perfon. By this regulation many ufelefs hands were fent 
home, which would have been a vaft burthen on the garrifon, 
circumftanced as we afterwards were. T he evening of the 28th, 

the Childers failed for England with difpatches from the Admiral * 
but meeting with a gale of wind at weft, fhe was compelled to 
return, after lofing her fore-yard, and throwing four guns over-board. 
A t night came in a deferter from the Walon guards.

A b o u t  noon, on the 29th, a large fhip appeared from the  
weftward: on doubling Cabrita Point fhe was difcovered to be aq. 
enemy. Signals were inftantly made for the Edgar and tw o 
frigates to attack her. In the mean time the Spaniard feemed 
greatly confuted, but at laft worked clofe in land, between two 
barbet batteries at the Point. Several broadfides were exchanged 
between her and the Edgar, whilft the frigates attacked the bat­
teries. They were however after fome time recalled, the Admiral 
being apprehenfive that they might fuftain greater damage from the 

land, than the objeft in a&ion would excufe. T he fame day the 

fecond battalion of the 73d regiment, or Lord M ‘Leod’s H igh­
landers, commanded by Lieut, Col. George M 'Kenzic, difembarked 
from on board the fleet at the New mole, and took poffeffion o f the 

cafemates in the King’s baftion, &c. 'This regiment was intended 
for Minorca^ bat General Eliott thought proper, with the advice

of
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d f tli#  Admirals, &c. to  detain them. .T h e ir ftrength at this time 
was 30 officers, 6 ftaff officer*, 50> ferjeants, 2a drummers, and 

944 rank and file: an excellent reinforcement in our fituation, fince 
line fcurvy had already begun to appear among us. Colonels Pi&on 
and Mawhood, with many other officers, joined their corps alfo by 

this fleet. Ora- the nightsof the 29th, came in three more Walons. 
T h e  Minorca convoy failed on the 31ft, under the Marlborough, 

Invincible, &c. T he wind changing to the eaft in tfc*^ev#airf§? 
the Childers made another attempt to pafs the Straits j which fhe 
effected, and carried home difpatches giving authentic accounts o f 

the preceding vidory.

S i r  G e o r g e , when he captured the Caracca fleet, judged that 
the cargoes of feveral would be ufeful to the Garrifon : he therefore 
brought with him  what flups he thought would he fcrviceable, and 
landed their freights along with the fupplies which Government 

had fent out. A great number of guns o f heavy metal, and fome 
hundred barrels o f powder, were alfo purchafed from the Spaniih 
prizes by the Governor, notwkhftanding he had received a large 
fupply of the latter by the convoy. T he artillery (whofe conftant 
practice it was to try the jftrength o f powder on the batteries) 
afterwards compared the quality and ftrength o f the Britifh and 
Spanifh powder, and found the former greatly fuperior.

I n the beginning of February, the wind from the S .W . blew 
a ftrong gale, which* from the foulnefs o f the anchorage off Roiia 
Bay, & c, involved the fleet in great diftrefs. Some of them were 
in very danger o f b^ng forced upon the rocks, particu­
larly one of Spani#* prises, which without doubt would liave 
experienced that ^feitancc,?had not been fenthqr,*

and wind ha4  not abated. T he 3d, Admiral Barcelo again 
hoifte^M s %  and enfign* having fecured his #nps by a ftrong 

hoow ^ a i$ , pcjjnpleted the !b$ttery on the land, w htftam ounted
22 guns.
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34$?e» 22 guns. Merlons were alfo added to the Fort on the Ifland?

trv w  which before was en barbel.

T h r e e  deferters came in on the 5 th : they were immediately fent 

on board the fleet, where the others had been ordered the preceding 
day, to take their paffage for England. * Thefe men gave difmat 
accounts of the Enemy’s fufferings in camp, where univcrfal 
^Yfc~"itc'’*. prevailed on account of the great fcarcity and dearnefs
-of provifions. W e little doubted the tru th  o f  this intelligence :

the neighbourhood of their camp, from our own knowledge of 
the country, was not capable o f fubfifting fo large an arm y; 
confequently they were obliged to be fupplied with provifions, &c. 
from places at a diftance j and thefe refources, fince Admiral 
Rodney's arrival, had been cut off. O ur cruifers, in tru th , not 
only obftrufted thefe fupplics, but alfo prevented the garrifon of 

Ceuta from receiving the refrefhments from Spain which their 
fituation made neceffary; and our intelligence from Barbary men­
tioned that that garrifon was in a iimilar, if  not worfe condition 
than their oppolite friends. I f  Sir George therefore had continued 
fome time longer in the Mediterranean, our enemies probably 

would have been reduced to greater difficulties than we ourfelves 
had experienced.

As t h i s  fortrefs is in fome degree connedted with the fubjed of 
the prefent narrative, it may not Be “improper to relieve the reader’s 
attention by a brief defcription o f  t t .  T he town of Ceuta is 
Situated on the qpaft o f  Barbary, aboqt 15 miles to the fouthward of 
Gibraltar. In  the zera o f the Romans it was a town of fome note, 
hut on the decline o f  that empire fell, like others, to the dominion, 
o f the Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained in the poflfeffion of the 

latter till the year 1414, when John If King o f Portugal, with a 
formidable for*£ furprifed and took it. T he Moors afterwards 

-made ma^iy attempts to recover it, but in vain j and ever fince, it
has
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liafr femamed in the pofleffion of the Chriftians. Upon the demife 
©f Henry o f Portugal, in 1578, that crown was fcized upon by 
the Spaniards; Ceuta confequently became a Spanifh garrifon : and 

when the Portuguefe revolted, under John Duke of Braganzat 

in 1640, and again eftablifhed themfelves into a diftind kingdom, 
Ceuta did not, with the%reft* o f  the Empire, return to its natural 

allegidnce, but continued in the hands o f the Spaniards, by whom 
it has been held ever fince.

B e i n g  a promontory projeding into the fea, the fvtuation o f 
Ceuta is not much different from that o f Gibraltar. T he town, 

which is built on the neck of land that joins it to the Continent, 

is ftrongly fortified in the modern manner. T he fuburbs are at 
lbme diftance, in order to be more out of reach of the fhells, in 
cafe o f an attack from the land ; and they extend to the foot o f a 
mountain, at the extremity of the peninfula, on which are ereded 
a watch-tower and caftle, furrounded with a fortified wall, about a 

league in circumference. T he fortifications are kept in good repair 
by flaves, who are fen fenced to this punifhment from the different 

prifons in Spain; and a ftrong garrifon is kept in the fortrefs, to 

prevent a furprife from the Moors, who, like the Spaniards with 
refped to Gibraltar, have a watchful eye over it. T he city is 
regularly furnifhed with provifions from the oppofite ports in Spain; 
and being deftitute o f water, which was formerly condtided by an 
aquedud from the neighbourhood, is fupplied with that article from 

Eftepona, a fmall Spanifh fifhing-town about nine leagues to the 
eaftward of Gibraltar.

A n o t h e r  deferter came in on the 10th of February. The day 
following, the invalids and women embarked on board the fleet. 
By the 12th the fupplies were all landed, and 'the rigging o f the 
Spanifh prizes being repaired, the fleet prepared'ta^return. T he 
feme tmy a flag of truce brought over fome JSnglilh priToI^ers: one
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o f them, the mailer of a merchantman, which had been taken irt 

her voyage to the Garrifon,* informed us that the boom at Algeziras 

was a twcnty-tvvo-inch cable-rope, buoyed up by cafks, to prevent 
our fending fire-ihips among their Ihippmg.

T he Spanifh Admiral, having regulated with Sir George Rodney 
every thing concerning the exchange and releafe o f prifonera, was 
^wrmitted^on the 13th, to return upon his parole into Spain. H e 

was conaudkd, with part of his fuite, in the Governor’s carriage, 

to the Spanifh lines, where he was received by  his friends, and with 

them proceeded on to the camp. T he fucceeding day, the remainder 
of tbe Spanifh officers were taken by the Fortune floop, and landed 
at the Grange-grove. Lieut. Williams, o f the navy, (who, after 

taking pofleffion of one o f  the Spanifh prizes in the action off 
St. Mary’s, was obliged to run her afliore near Cadiz, and furrender 
himfelf prifoner) returned, with another officer, on  board the floop, 
to  the Garrifon. The liberal and polite behaviour of the Navy and 
th e  Governor to Don Langara and his countrymen, made a feniible 
and lading impreffion on their minds, and was, confefledly, o f great 
advantage to the Englifh prifoneis in Spain; particularly to thofe 

taken in our neighbourhood, who ever afterwards were treated with 
great attention and humanity.

I n the evening of the 13th, the Britilh fleet got under way, 

excepting die Edgar and the Panther fhips of the line, the Enter­
prife and Porcupine frigates, which were left behind, as great part 
of their crews had been removed to man the prizes. T he Enemy, 
•on their appearing in motion, immediately gave the alarm, which 

was communicated by lignals from their towers along the coafts 
towards Cadiz, A t duik, few of our fliips were in fight from the 
upper part of the hiU.



g i b r a Lf &jl

C H A P T E R  IV.

Tbe Spaniards renew the blockade.Attempt to burn ourflipping by-nine 
fire-Jhips, but mifcarry*,—Gun-boats.—Garrifon again diftreffed.—* 
Enemy effectually cut off the fuppliesfrom Barbary.—Break ground 
in advance from their lines.—Scurvy very prevalenX^̂ §b*»df$ 
relived by the ufe of lemons.—Mode of ufing this vegetable acid*-** 
Garrifon obtain a few fupplies from Minorca.—Enemy retarded in 
their operations.—Spirited aBion between the Enemy and an Englifh 
folacre.^Garrifon obliged to quit the gardens on tbe neutral ground, 
— Tangier.—Speedwell cutter arrives after a Jpirited engagement.— 
A  JPy difcovered.—Mr. Logie, the Britijh Conful in Barbary, 
expelled tbe Emperor's dominions.—Cruel treatment •which he and 
the other Britijh JubjeSts experieHted.—Caufe of this events—A  
memorial from the Officers of the Garrifon.—Great diftrefs of' the, 
troops.—The Kite cutter, Captain Trollop, arrives with intelligence 
that the Britijh fleet is at the entrance of the Straits.

[E Garrifon might now be confidered in a very perfedt Hate 
o f  defence. T he fcurvy indeed had begun to affedt many, and 
threatened to become more general j , bu t wc flattered ourfeivcs that 
the Enemy would give up their intention of ftam ng us to  a iin render, 
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at fea, m ight afford us an oppor­
tunity o f receiving coniUnt fupplies of tJbdfe articles moft eiTential 

to  health; Our ftores an^l magazines were fell* a reinforcement had 
join!?# the gaitifon and new fpirits wai»  ipfufed •imo; the troop*;

they were convinced,- from the powerful force fent to 
relief, that they were not forgotten in the ippltipiicity o f ob|<^s 

^eceflarily engaged the attention o f  *>ur f r ie r s  at ho rnet
O  .^DMIRAL



A d m ir a l  D uff having returned on board the fleet to England, 
«-*vw the command of the fquadron that remained in the Bay, confequently 

devolved on Captaia E liott o f tjie Edgar, who, on the 14th o f 

February, hoifted his broad pendant as Commodore.

T he 16 th  of the fame month, Admiral Barcelo removed the 
boom at Algeziras, and warped out to his former anchorage, 
immediately detaching his fmall craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept 

that might attempt coming in. In the afternoon, the 
Enemy executed two men in camp, who, it was imagined, had been 

retaken in attempting to defert: their bodies were not cut down 
•until the 20th. This punifhment feemed however to have little 
effedt; for at night three others came in, having fwum round Fort 
Barbara. T he multitude of deferters from the Spanifll lines during 
the whole of the fiege, is one of the circumftances leaft capable of 

a fatis&ttory explanation. W hat could thefe unhappy men expedt 
in a confined and blockaded garrifon, and even at a time when 
they could not fail to be acquainted with the diftrefs and difficulties 
under which we laboured f The very adt of efcaping was attended 

with innumerable dangers; and, fhould the Garrifon afterwards 
fall into the hands of the Enemy, they were certain to meet with 
the fevereft punifhment. There is, however, a kind of heroifm in 
the paflions: difguft, or refentment, will prompt men to overlook 

dangers and difficulties, which, in the line of their duty, would be 
cfteemed infurmountable.

A V e n e t i a n  came in from the weft, on the 2 1 ft: fhe fpoke 
the Britifh fleet all well to the weft of Cape St.Vincent. T he fob* 
fequent day, a Dutch prize, laden with flour, was fent in by the 
Maidftone privateer, which arrived herfelf on the 23d. Several 

other veflels came jq, during the intermediate time to the 27th : 

when a Spanifh Jquadron of four line-'of-battle fhips, two frigates,
and
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in d  a xebeque, joined Admiral Barcelo from the weft, and again 17*0,
blocked up the port. From thfc patched and diforderly appearance 
o f  their fails and rigging, it Was «onje£tured that they were fitted 

up in hafte, and folely fof the duty of the blockade: it gave Jtis 

however fome uneafinefs to find them again likely to adopt their" 
former fyftem.

A t  day-break, on the preceding day, we difcovered a vefTe^at’ 
anchor off W aterport, which we fired upon, fuppofing ■■'her'’ to be 
a Spaniard : fhe immediately fent her boat to Ragged-ftaff, and 

informed us that (he was of Naples, and bound to London ; that fhe 
had touched at Minorca, and had on board two Englifh difcharged 

foldiers, and two women paflengers. T he boat returned, and foon 

after went oir fhore at Fort St. Philip, where it remained about half 
an hour. In  the evening the Enemy fired a (hot at the veflel; upon 
which fhe fent her boat & fecond time afhofe: we anfwered the fhot 

from W illis’s : neverthelefs at night fhe went over unperceived to 
Algeziras.

In  the beginning o f  March, three regiments decamped from the March. 
Enemy’s army, and took different routes. On the night o f the 2d, 
two Genoefe failors, who ha'd formerly belonged td a privateer of 

the Garrifon, came oter to us in a fmall boat from Algeziras. The 

following day a Spanifh convoy under a Commodore arrived in the 
Bay, from the weft. T he Governor, on the n t h ,  ordered the 

Garrifon to be victualled monthly (bread excepted) in the following 
proportion : for a foldier, each firft and third week, 1 lb. o f pork, 
a i lb .  o f  fait fifh, which had been purchafed from the Newfound­
land' fliip'j 2 pints o f  peafe; l ib .  o f flour; | lb .  of raifins; 1 ft>. 

o f  rice j 5 0 Z .  o f b u tte r; i |  pint o f oatmeal. Second1 and fourth 
week, l i i b .  o f beef, 2 lb.'<*f fifh, 2 pints oCjpeafe, i'fb. o f  rl&S,
1 02. o f butter, i l l b .  o f vjheat, j ib .  o f raifinS’; T he fait cod

O 2 being
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being indifferent o f its kind, and the foldiers not having proper, 
vegetables to drefs w ith .i t ,’ proved,*very pernicious. This article: 
continued to be delivered for heat feven m onths; and undoubtedly,, 

in a great degree, promoted that dreadful diforder, the fcurvy, 
“Which, before Sir George Rodney arriyed, had made its appearance,, 

and afterwards became very general and# fatal. T he Governor,, 
however, in this new diftribution, confidered the hofpital, whofe 
* ' n of fait meat was lefs, and more nourifhing articles iffued

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the repeated affurances from the Spaniards,,, 
that the Englifh prifoners in our neighbourhood fhould be exchanged, 
for thofe taken with Admiral Langara, none were yet fent in agreeably, 
to that Admiral’s promife : Commodore Eliott was therefore under, 
the neceffity.of making a formal demand, and to enforce it told them,, 
if  they did not comply, he fhould cxpedt the Spanifh Admiral would, 
return with the officers then upon their parole. This convinced 
them the Commodore was no longer to be trifled w ith ; accordingly, . 
on the 12th, about 390 Britifh feamen were received on board the 
Fortune floop, and diflributed amongft the men of war, whofe 

crews, as I have mentioned before, were fent to man the Spanifh 
prizes. The fame day a Moorifh floop came in from Malaga, and. 
brought intelligence that the Enemy had fitted up feveral fire-fhips 
in the Bay. In the evening, three o f the 7 2d abfented themfelves. 
from their corps: fearch was made the fucceeding day, and two of 
them were difcovered alleep in a cave,.behind the Sugar-Loaf Point. 
They had cut up their working-dreffes into fhreds, which were tied 
together to favour their defcent down' the ro ck ; and it is imagined 
the following n igh t they would have repeated their attempt to 

get off. One of thefe men was afterwards executed, but the other 

was pardoned.
T h *



Tms Fly packet arrived the 14th, with an Englilh mail. In the >7** 
afternoon the Maidftone came*.in, with a fettee prize, which the 

Captain had cut out o f Malaga road. A privateer, called the Alert*, 
beat in from the weft oft the.. 15th, notwithstanding an eafterly 
wind. A- prize following her was taken off Cabrita. Point. T he 

17th, the Enemy fent 41 Britifh feamen, who were diflributed 
as before..

T he Enemy at this time were not particularly employed. Some 

new arrangements were made in their artillery-park ; and in their 
camp they were bufy, collecting brufh-wood for fafcines,. which 
caufed various conjectures in the Garrifon concerning their future 
operations. A falute and feu-de-joie were fired in their camp on 
the 19th, fuppofed to be occafioned by the birth of a fon to the 
Frincefs o f Afturias. T he night o f the 23d, the Alert failed with 

difpatches for England; and on the 29th we received from th*

Enemy more Englilh prifoners. In  the courfe of the month the 
Garrifon loft four men by defection.

A pr il  was not remarkable for any events o f  moment. On the April. 
2d> the Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, Bart, failed to 
the eaftward on a cruifc. T he 5th, arrived the Fly packet: fhe 
reported that a merchantman, bound to the Garrifon, had been 
obliged by a north wind, when fhe was almoft arrived in the Bay, 
to pafs to the eaftward, and put into Tetuan, where fhe waited a 

favourable opportunity to renew her attempt. T he Fortune floop, 
on the 6th, took over to the Enemy 300 Spaniards, who had been 
confined as prifoners for fome time in our Navy-hofpital. She 
returned w ith nine Britifh, and two days after took over 280 pri- 
foners. T he night o f  the 12th a flpop, with two fences, came in 

from T angier: the former*brought a packet -(jom M r. Logie; and 
tlic latter^ .cattle, and othej acceptable articles. ‘T h e  following day

we

S I E G E  O F  G T IB t 'A L T  A RJ lot



g$|> we obferved the Enemy forming a bridge of pontons acrofs the 
mouth of the river Guadaranque.,* A t night, the Hyena frigate, 

Capt. Thompfon, arrived in thirteen days from England. She 
was chafed by the Enemy's cruifers, and*fired at, but received very 
littlp damage. T he 20th, the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and die 
Hyena, with a privateer, failed to the \yeft, notwithstanding the 

E neiiy’s fuperiority in the Bay. Admiral Barcelo feemed to ftifped 
%th^T|intention 5 for inftantly on their appearing under fail, he made 

a figna’ffo r his fquadron to purfue. T be Edgar and licr confort 
were, however, out of fight before the Spaniards got abreaffc of 

Cabrita Point.

T owards the conclufion of the month, the Enemy were more 

a&ive in their camp, and fome times in the lines; to which place 
they brought down a great quantity of fafcines. They were chiefly 

employed in raifing the boyau, and making repairs, which were 
however fo trifling, that our artillery did not difturb them. Befides 
the arrivals already noted, we received fupplies by two or three boats 
from the Barbary coaft* and in the courfe of the month, three 
deferters came over from the Enemy, one of whom fwam from 
Tef&’s battery to Landport.

May. M a y  was not lefs barren of infcerefttng occurrences than the pre­
ceding month. Several deferters attempted to get in, but fome 
were fo unfortunate as to be overtaken by their purfuers. Thefe 

wretches were generally executed the Cucceeding day, but the example 
did not detser others from fimilar attempts*

T h e  4th, the Fly returned w ith fowls, leather, and fruit. Tw o 
days following, the Enemy's army were under arms in two divisions, 
and performed a fliap  engagement. Ope diviiion took poft on the 
eminence above the Stone-quarry, undeif the Queen of Spain’s chair, 

and was attacked by the other from below. After a fmart cannonade,

and
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and briflc difcharge o f mufquetry, the party above gave way j but 17*0. 

the night prevented our obfervipg the conclufion. T he fucoeeding 
day, the Fortune received from a Spanifh flag of truce 47 prifoners, 
very few of whom Were jSritifh. * A t night final 1 arms were dif- 
charged on the neutral ground, fuppofed to be at fome deferters who 
were coming off. One Walon reached the barrier, and inforihed 

us that feveral o f his cohirades agreed to follow him. T he ’/3th, 
two men were executed in the Spanifh camp j probably, the|{am e/ 
who were retaken.

A n o th er  defer ter, belonging to the regiment of Eftremadura, 
came in on the n t h ,  and was remarkable for being the firft native 

o f Spain who deferted. T he Spanifh infantry in general is raifed. 
upon a local eftablifhment. Each diftridt is required, by an ancient 
law called the Quinta, to furnifh a certain proportion of troops j 
and the men are enrolled for about feven or eight years fervice, 
after which time they are permitted to return to their refpedtive 
provinces: and, as the Spaniards are all flrongly attached to their 
native fpot, defertion is confequently lefs common with them than 

with any other troops. Moft of the men who deferted to us* 
came from thofe regiments in their fervice which are compofed o f  
foreigners.

A Sw ede  was brought-to from Europa, the 15th, and obliged 

to come in. W e were much difappointed in her lading, which 
was fait. W e had a few days before received fome fupplies from 
Tangier j and on the 18th two boats arrived from Tetuan, with 
fowls and o il: the latter reported that the Fly packet, which had 
left us on the n t h ,  was driven afhore on the Barbary coaft by 
the Enemy’s cruifers, who, after the crew had quitted her, took 
poflefBon. W e were much concerned at this intelligence ; for the 

F ly  was a faft faiier, and |iad  been very fonhnate in frequently
paffing
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we obferved the Enemy forming a bridge of pontons acrofs the 
mouth of the river Guadaranque.** At night, the Hyena frigate, 

Capt. Thompfon, arrived in thirteen days from England. She 
was chafed by the Enemy’s cruifers, and'fired at, but received very 

littlp damage. T he 20th, the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and the 
Hyena, with a privateer, failed to the \yeft, notwithtlanding the 

Enemy’s fuperiority in the Bay. Admiral Barcelo feemcd to ftifped 
th^T|intention j for inftantly on their appearing under fail, he made 
a fignaf'for his fquadron to purfue. T he Edgar and her confort 
were, however, out of fight before the Spaniards got abreaft of 

Cabrita Point.

T owards  the conclufion of the month, the Enemy were more 

active in their camp, and fometimes in the lines; to which place 
they brought down a great quantity of fafcines. They were chiefly 
employed in railing the boyau, and making repairs, which were 
however fo trifling, that our artillery did not difturb them. Befides 

the arrivals already noted, we received fupplies by two or three boats 
from the Barbary coaftj and in the courfe of the month, three 
deferters came over from the Enemy, one of whom fwam from 
Tefie’s battery to Landport.

M ay  was not lefs barren of interefttng occurrences than the pre­
ceding month. Several deferters attempted to get in, but fome 
were lb unfortunate as to be overtaken by their p u rsers . Thefe 

wretches w.ere generally executed the fuceeeding day, but the example 
did not deter others from fimilar attempts.

T he 4th, the Fly returned w ith  fowls, leather, andfriiit. Two 
days following, the Enemy’s army were under arms in tsvo diviiions, 
and performed a {hap$ engagement. Ope divifion took poft on the 
eminence above the Stone-quarry, unded the Queen of Spain’s chair, 
and was attacked by the other from below. After a fmart cannonade,

and
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Mid brilk difthargc of. mufquetry, the party above gave way % but 

the night prevented our obfervigg the conclufion. T he fuccceding 
day, the Fortune received from a Spaailh flag of truce 47 prifoners, 
very few of whom were JSritifh. A t night fmall arms were dis­
charged on the neutral ground, fuppofed to be at fome deferters who 
were coming off. One W aloa reached the barrier, and inforihed 

us that feveral of his comrades agreed to follow him. T he vbth, 
two men were executed in the Spanilh camp j probably, theCgtmej 
who were retaken.

A n o t h e r  deferter, belonging to the regiment of Eftremadura* 
came in on the n t h ,  and was remarkable for being the firft native 
o f Spain who deferted. T he Spanifh infantry in general is raifed 
upon a local eftablifhment. Each diftrid  is required, by an ancient 
law called the Quinta, to furnifh a certain proportion of troops j, 
and the men are enrolled for about feven or eight years fervice, 
after which time they are permitted to return to their refpe&ive 
provinces: and, as the Spaniards are all ftrongly attached to their 

native fpot, defertion is confequently lefs common with them than 

with any other troops. Moft of the men who deferted to us*, 
came from thofe regiments in their fervice which are compofed o f  
foreigners.

A Sw ede  was brought-to from Europa, the 15th, and obliged 
to come in. W e were much dilappointed in her lading, which 
was iklt. W e had a few days before received fome fupplies from 
Tangier; and on the 18th two boats arrived from Tetuan, with 
fowls and o il : the latter reported that the Fly packet, which had 
left us on the n t h ,  was driven afhore on the Barbary coaft by 
the Enemy’s cruifers, who, after the crew had quitted her, took 
poiJeffion. W e were much concerned at this intelligence j for the 
F ly was a foil lailer, and |u d  been very for Ornate in frequently

p a ttin g
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paflmg in and out unobfervcd. T he 20th, came In a Mooriftt 
Hoop from Malaga* with butter, jaifin*, and leather : the latter 

article was much w anted* indeed, fe fcarce was it become in 
the garrifon, that ffeveral officers, and. moft of the men, had 

been neceflitated to  wear (hoes thade of canvas, w ith foies o f 

fpuh  yarn.

H I S T O R Y  O S  T H E  % & T T Z

e t t e r  o f  m a r q u e  arrived on the 25th from Leghorn, with 
wme, oil, and other articles: a very valuable cargo to the Garrifon, 

O n  the 30th the Enemy’s army were again under arms. Their 
manoeuvres on that day, w^re th e  attack and defence of a convoy. 
Their parties, as in the laft month, continued arranging the 
ordnance in their artillery-park, and bringing down to the lines, 
materials for the repair of their works. Our actillery, however, 

took little* notice of-them.

In the ‘beginning of June we received fome feafonable fupplies, 
by  the arrival of three boats from Tetuan, and one from Tangier, 
©y the latter we had intelligence, that the Fox packet, from Faro, 

and a floop, were at that place, waiting an opportunity to get in ; 

and by .this, or one of the former vefFels, M r. Logie gave infer- 
tmation that the Enemy had prepared feveral fire-fhips, to bum 
our ftiipping in the Bay. Two months before, he had intimated fo 
'Commodore Eliott, that the Spaniards had five fire-£hips in readi- 
iiefs for immediate ufe; and that they had once made an attempt 
to  fend them over, but the wind failed. Repeating the intelligence, 

at this time, was peculiarly fortunate, as the next night 
they  attempted to put in execution thfeir defign. T he fame day* a 
Spanifh (hip o f the Kne failed from Algeziras, to the caj(lward%

O ur naval force, at this period, confifted of the Panther of 
&o guns, Capt. B*/vey, (who, fince C/initaodOi^^

commanded



commanded in the Mediterranean) 5 the Enterprife frigate, Captain 
Lefley j two armed velTcls commanded by lieutenants, with feveral 
armed tranfports and other /hips, belonging to merchants. On the 
morning of the 7th, alitsle after midnight, the Enterprife, which 

was anchored to the northward, off the New-mole head, di(covered 
feveral fail approaching her from the oppofite fide of the Bay: tjhey 

w ere, hailed; but before fatisfaftory anfwers could be rec/tved, 
.feveral fire-works and inflammable fubftances were thrown ots Ipajd, 
and fix fire-fhips fuddenly appeared in the form of a crefcmt, 
bearing down upon her. and the ordnance-{hips in the New mole. 
Captain Lefley, with immediate pretence of mind, inflantly fired 
three guns to afitm his friends, and cutting his c&bte, drove clofer 
in £hore. T he Panther and /hipping, on the appearance of the 
Enemy, immediately commenced a brifk cannonade to retard their 
progrefs; and, manning their boats, the officers and fcamen, with 
their ufual intrepidity, grappled the fh ips; and, notwithftanuirtg 
the. fiercenefs of the flames, toWed them clear of our veffcls trndet 

the walls, where they Were afterwards ex'ftinguifhed. Befides thefe 
fix, which were intended for the New mole, three others were 
lighted, and, diredted towards the Panther, at anchor off Buena- 
V ifta: but one was towed off by the boats, and the other two were 
at fo great a diftance that they drove out to fea to the eaftward.

T h e  Garrifon was as early alarmed as the Navy. T he drums beat 
to arn>6 j the guards were all upon their defence j and the picquets, 
with the different regiments, aflembled ait their pofts, and continued 
under arms till day-break. T he artillery from the batteries feconded 

the fire from the fhips j but ihe darknefs of the night prevented any 
certain knowledge of thtr efifedt. The wind* which was favourable 
f o r  their purpofe in the beginning of the night, fortunately grew 
ftill when they were moft in need of it. The largeft of them, 

neverthclefs, would certairtoy have got into the New mole amongft
f» the
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«7®o. ordnan ce-t r an fpor t s, had not a few bar-fhot, from a thirty'—

two-pounder at the Mole-head, tucned her round,, and the current 

carried her into Roiia Bay.

T h e  Navy, on this occafion, cannot be too highly commended for 
thefr courage, condudl, and alertnefs. Their intrepidity overcame 
every obftacle; and though three of the ' fhips were linked, with 
chaj^s and ftrong cables, and every precaution was taken to render 

th^m fuccefsful, yet, with uncommon refolution and activity, the. 
BritiOi feamen feparated, and towed afhore the veflels, with no other 
injury to themfelves than a few bruifes. T he defign all together, 

to do juftice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, was well projected; 
and his. fquadron judicioufly flationed at the entrance of the Bay, 

to intercept our men of war in cafe they had attempted to efcape 
from the fire-fhips*. W e afterwards were informed* that Admiral 
Barcelo propofed to Don Alvarez, to draw off our attention from 
the fouthward by opening his land-hatteries on the Tow n. W ithout 
doubt fuch a proceeding would have diverted the attention of the 
Garrifon in fome meafure from the (hipping: but, as the Navy had 
the principal,, nay, I may fay the foie honour of oppofing the fire- 
fhips, their endeavours would not have been lefs ftrenaous, nor o f, 
courfe lefs fuccefsful.

T he hulls of the fire-fhips were foon after broke up and fold to 
the inhabitants for fewel, and proved a moft feafonable reliefi 
Firing was become a more important article than before j which 

may appear very extraordinary to the reader, when he looks back to 
the fhort time which had elapfed finee the departure of' Sir George 
Rodney’s fleet j but it is neceflary to inform him, that the colliers 

intended for the Garrifon were, too late, in coming round from the

Downs,
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Downs, to join at Spithead: Sir George Rodney therefore failed 
without them.

T he morning of the &th, arrived the Fox packet, and another 
reflel from Faro ; and in the courfe of the 10th and 12th, four b»ats 
came in from Tetuan and ^Tangier, with various cargoes: the Patrons 

reported it was current at Tangier, that wc killed 14 or 15 men in 
the attack of the fire-fhips, and that the Spaniards had feveral Wore 
fire-fliips ready in the Bay, with which it was not improbable they 
might make a fecond attempt. Our Navy were confequently very 
vigilant, and kept a good' look-out. For fome weeks pall we 

had been remarkably fuccefsfui in receiving thefe fmall, and very 
acceptable fupplies. Their cruifers, however, now began to be 
more alert, and appeared to be Rationed with better judgement. On 

the 15th, a boat was taken coming in, but her confort efcaped; 
and on the 20th, another arrived from Tangier, which brought 
intelligence, that a large fhip, with coals and butter, bound to the 

Garrifon, was captured by the Spaniards, two days before, under 
the guns of Tangier. T he 24th, feveral broadfides were exchanged 

between four o f ,the Enemy’s fhips, paffing to Algeziras, and our 
fhipping, and batteries at the fouthward. Some few fhot came 
afhore, but no particular damage .vas received. T he Enterprife had 
eighteen failors burnt by the explofion of fome powder.

E a r l y  on the 27th, four Spanifh gun^-boats, with a xebeque and 
two gallies, approached under cover of the night, and fired upon 
the Panther. A brifk difcharge was however returned, and they 
foon retired. One fhot ftruck the fouth pavilion, and three were 
f^red through the Panther. This mode of annoyance the Enemy 
afterwards greatly improved upon. Thefe boats were flrongly built, 
bht ill finifhed: they had a fmall mail inclining forward from 

the center o f the boat, almoft over the bow j upon which was
3? 2 hoifted
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hoiftpd a latine yard and fail, which, at anchor, ferved a? an 
awning to the men on board. They rowed aftonifhingly fwift, and 

each carried a twenty-fix-pound«r in the bow. W e never had a 
good opportunity of making any fatisfaft&ry obfervatiom on them, 
but. judged from their fize, that they were about 70 feet’long, and 

20 \jroad.*

t d  the beginning of July, the Panther man of war receiving 
upwards of 100 Englifh prifoners from the Enemy, Captain 

Harvey failed for England. Some alterations and additions took 
place the fame day in the garrifon detail. T h e  4th, the Fortune 

brought over more Britifh prifoners. We, had received fame 
fupplies in the courfe of a few days by. two Moorifh boats; and 
they were followed on the 1 i th of July, by one from Tangier, 
which informed us of a fleet having been fcen off that coafl, and that 
two boats had been taken, coming into the. Bay. T he fleet here 

mentioned was the combined fleet of . France, and Spain, which foon 
after captured our outward-bound Eaft ai^dW eft India fleets, and 
carried them into Cadiz,

T he recent attempt o f the Enemy to burn the fhipping and 
ftore-houfes at the fouthward, added to the intelligence which the 

Governor had. received of the Enemy’s fleet being off Cadiz, caufed, 
him to direft particular attention towards that quarter of the Gar­
rifon. Batteries for heavy metal were made o n , the rock above' 
Parfon’s Lodge, at Rofia; and directions were givea for the Neve* 
mole to be cleared of (hipping, that the ordnance might have* 

more liberty to play. Other alterations alfo took place in that, 
neighbourhood. Early on the morning of the 17 th, fiye gun-boats 
and four gallies fired upon the Enterprife, and (hipping in the New.

mole*.
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mole. One of the frigate’s foreeaftlAguns was difmounted, and 1780. 
her fore-ftay c u t : fome fbot^afac alfo o\t fhorc.

D u rin g  the remainder o f t>$ m o n th ,’bur firing, which had 
been continued at intervals, was brJ%.er on tyeir parties, who were 
principally employed in forming confid<r ,dle ddipfits of fafcines, 
caflcs, and timber, in the lines, and in cilledting brufli-wood from; 
the country: they were likewife very Aixfy in difembarking ftores 
which had lately arrived. Several empty tranfport-veiTels, in the 
courfe of this month, left the Garrifon for England. A man of 
the 58th regiment deferted to the Enemy : one alfo came in from 
the lines.

In  Auguft few incidents occurred on either fide. O ar provi- Auguft. 

fions began to be bad, and extremely offenfive. W hat few fupplics 
we received, were rather luxuries than fubftantials : wine, lugar, 
oil*, honey, onions, and articles o f the like kind, compofed chiefly 
the cargoes of thofe craft which arrived. Sugar was rifen to 
two fhillings and fix-pence per pound, and every thing elfe fold 
in proportion.

A bout ten in the forenoon of the 3d, a fettee, coming in from 
the weil, was chafed by the Enemy, and taken into Algeziras.
W e imagined it was the Fox packet, which we then anxioufly 

expefted with an Englifli m ail; and our conjectures afterwards 
were confirmed. The 10th, we obferved the Enemy laying a bridge 
of. boats acrofs the river Palmones. Tw o days following, a brig 
was boarded almoft under ou’r guns, and condudted to Algeziras.
I t  was thought to be the lame, of which we had intelligence fome 
time before, and was laden with variety of articles much wanted: 
her capture was therefore greatly lamented. The night of the 15th, 
fwcJailors deferted, in a boat, from the New mole. T he fucceed-

ing
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*780* ing day, the Fortune floop Received from the Enemy 64 prifoners.
Auguft.  £ n ^ g n  B , -aci ( i i a W j  o f  thc($6th raginaent, and feveral who were 

paifengers in the brig takfn on tbe yS th , were o f the number. At 
night, five more failoriT who werafrowing guard, went over to the 
Enemy. In the nightJaf the afph fa  Minorquin boat came in with 
wine, tea, and fugar, ilv/’ight days. Th§ 27th and 29th, a foldier 
and four failors deferted to th e  Enemy. It was imagined the failors 
forced with them the mSHhipman who commanded the boat. 
Colonel Mawhood, of the jz d  regiment, died on the 29th.

A s m a l l  boat arrived from Barbary on the 30th, with informa- 
>tion that the Moors permitted the Spaniards to capture every Englifh 
veflel which took refuge under the protection of their guns; that 
the Spaniards would not allow any boats to leave the Bay of 
‘Tangier, and only waited for orders from Admiral Barcelo to burn 
and deftroy what remained. This intelligence very fenfibly affedted 
us. T o be cut off from what we had always confidered our domeftic 
market, was a ftroke we little expected. W e waked, however, 
more authentic proofs of this extraordinary conduct, before we 

could implicitly believe the defe&ion of thofe whom during the 
prefent conteft we had confidered as our firm friends.

Sept. S e p t e m b e r  was as barren with refpeft to material incidents, a* 

the preceding months. The Enemy finished their ponton bridge 
over the river Palmones on the 2d. About a week afterwards, 
two foldiers of the 56th deferted. On the 23d, a flag of truce 
brought over the midlhipman carried off by the failors who deferted 
the latter end of Auguft. The 29 th, a defer ter came in, in the 
habit of a peafant: he (poke feveral languages fluently, and faid 
he had been a ferjeant in their fervice. Some fufpicioirs ariling, 

he was charged to remain with part of the 58th regiment at 
W indmill-hill. The following day we remarked, that the Enemy’s

guards
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guards in the lines, at the hour of relieving, amounted to about 
300 infantry, and 70 artillerv, Vfides cavalry.

T he fituation of the Garrifo\ by this tVne was again become 
very interesting. T he blockade w \s, if pcAlible, more ftridt and 
vigilant than before. Chains of fmall cruiOrs were Rationed acrofs

1
the Straits, at the entrance of the Bay,land on every fide of the 
R ock; and the late difagreeable intelligence from Tangier feemcd 
now confirmed, by our never having heard from that quarter during. 
the month. W hat little affiftance we therefore received, came from 
M inorca; but the fupplies from that place were fo trilling, and . 
fold at fuch enormous prices, that few were able to purchafe them. 
W e had not been favoured with a cargo of cattle for a long period; 
and the fcurvy began to gain confiderable afcendency over the efforts 
of our furgeons. Our diftreffes, in fhort, promil'ed to be more 

acute and fatal than thofe we had already experienced.

T he Enemy’s operations on the land fide had been for many 
months fo unimportant, as fcarcely to merit our attention. How­

ever, on the morning of the 1 ft of Odtober, we obferved they had 
raifed an epaulement, about 6 or 700 yards advanced from their 

lines. T he preceding night, our out-guards had been alarmed with 
an unufual noife on the neutral ground, like that of men at work : 
feveral large fires alfo appeared, and fome attempts were made to 
burn our advanced barriers with devils, and other cornbuftibles, 
■which were foon thrown off without taking effedt; and notice was 
given to the Lines, Landport, and other guards. This alarm, 
however, was not general in the Garrifon. As the morning 
advanced, the noife c e a le d a n d  we difcovered that they bad fet fire 

to the filhermen’s huts in the gardens : but when the day permitted 
us to examine further, we obferved the above-mentioned work.

T he

17S0,
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T h e  cpaulement was about thirty yards in extent, o f a fitnple con- 

ftrudtion, compofed of chandeliers, fafcines, and a few fand-bags; 
and was erected near the windmill or4 ower on the neutral ground, 
diflant about 1100 yawfs from our grand battery. T he Enemy’s 

guns were elevated, find battaKes manned ; which, with other 
preparations in the lr.ies, feemed to argue that they expedted we 
lhould fire, and were determined to oppoie it. Thefe appearances, 
probably, induced the Governor not to take any particular notice 
o f  their work in the day : but at night, ordiers were fent to 
throw a few light balls, to difcover if they were making any 
addition. The inhabitants immediately took the alarm, upon being 
told that the Enemy had thrown up an advanced work, and that 
their batteries were m anned; and at night very few remained at the 
north end of the town*

I t  now feemed evident, the Enemy had determined on a more 
ferious attack, in cafe the leco»d blockade was unfuccefsful : but 
vve were at a lofs to imagine what motives could influence them 
to adt fo oppolite to the eftablifhed mode of approaching a befieged 
garrifon, by eredting a work fo diftant, and which had no con- 
/nexion with their eftabliihed lines.

T h e  Enemy’s batteries continued to be manned till the 2d; and 
jn  the afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez, accompanied by an 
officer, fuppofed to be the Count d’Eftaing, who was expedted 
in the Spaniih camp when the laft deferter came in, vifited the 
lines. They remained three quarters of an hour at Fort St. Barbara, 
viewing tbe rock with glafles. On their return they were faluted 
from Point M ala; and as they palled the front line of the camp, the 
regiments turned out without arms. On tbe night of the 3d, a 
fmart engagement; was heard off Cabrita Point, fuppofed to be 
ibetween fome veilel attempting to come in, and the Enemy’s

x:ruifers j



cruiiers j and the next morning, a floop, with Englifh colours 
Teverfed, was obfervcd at Algebras.

E ar^ y on the 4th, our advanced guards difcovered die Enemy 
endeavouring, a fecond time, to fix fire-faggots on our barriers. 
A i&art difcharge of mufquetry was immediately dire&ed from 

theie polls, and from the Queen’s lines; on which they retired. 
A t day ♦break we obferved they had carried away vaft quantities of 
vegetables from the gardens, and trampled others under foo t; but 

little, i f  any, addition was made to the epaulement. A parley 

came in on the 5 th ; and foon after, the Fortune floop received 
upwards o f forty Britifh prifoners, many of whom had been taken 
going from the Garrifon. In the evening of the 6th, the Spanifh 
General came to tHt" lines, at the head of the relieving guards. 
Soon after he arrived, the guns were again elevated, and every 

preparation, made, as if  they had refolved to open on the Garrifon. 
T he 8th, the Town-M ajor, Captain Burke, went out with a 
parley, intending to proceed to the Tower, the place appointed 
by cuftom for the officers to give and receive packets. When 
he got abreaft of the new work, the fen tries by motions informed 
him  he muft not advance. He pointed to the T ow er; but they 
continued inflexible: on his turning round however to return, 
one o f them came up with his arms, and proceeded with him to 
the Tower, whilft another ran to acquaint the officer in the lines. 
T he meflenger after fome time came back, and both remained appa­
rently as a guard over Major Burke, till the officer arrived; when, 

delivering his packet, the Major returned to the Garrifon.

T  he Enemy did not appear very anxious to complete the epaule­
ment ; their partis# were employed in railing and finishing the mer­
lons o f the batteries in the lines, railing the merlons of Fort St. Rhilip 
with, fafcines, and erecting a new battery near the guard-houfe on

Q the

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  113

178?,
oa.



1780,
oa. the beach. The n t h ,  a fmall fettee arrived from Minorca: the  

patron informing us that two others were Handing for the Rock,, 
the Navy manned their boatf t a  affift them, in cafe the Er-*ny 
oppoled their entrance; but on getting round Europa Pdint, no 

fuch ve/lels appeared. A Dutch convoy was however paffing: the  
boats therefore boldly advanced, and boarded a dogger which had 

got, during the fog, pretty near the Rock. She was a Dane from- 
Malaga, laden with lemons and oranges, which the Governor 

immediately purchafed, and diftributed to the Garrifon.

F ew  articles ever arrived more feafcnably than this cargo of 

fruit. The fcurvy had made dreadful ravages in our hofpitals, and 
more were daily confined: many, however, unwilling to yield to the 

firft attacks, perfevcred in their duty to its rifbre advanced* ftages. 
I t  was therefore not uncommon, at this period, to fee men, 

who fome months before were hale, and equal to any fatigue, 
fupporting themfelves to their ports upon crutches, and even 
with that affiftance fcarcely able to move along. T he moft fatal 
confequences, in fhort, to the Garrifon, were to be apprehended 
from this terrible diforder, when this Dane was happily dire&ed to 
our relief. The lemons were immediately adminiftered to the fick, 
who devoured them with the greateft avidity. T he falutary effe&a 

were almoft inftantaneous: in a few days, men who had been con- 
fidered as irrecoverable, left their beds to congratulate their com­

rades on the profpett of once more becoming ufeful to their country,

M r .  C a i r n  c r o s s * a furgeon o f ^reat eminence, who was pre- 
fent at this time and the remaining part of the fiege, has favoured 
me with the following information relative to the feurvy, and the 
mode of ufing this vegetable acid; which, with his permiffion, I 

infert for the benefit o f thofe who may hereafter be under fimilar 
circumftances.

“  T  H E
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“  T he Scurvy which attacked the Garrifon of Gibraltar, differed
in no refped from that difcafi; ufually contraded by failors in long 

"7T'>ijjages j and of which tHe inam&liate caufc feemed to be the 
“  fuhflfting for a length o f time upon falted provifions only, without 
“  a fufficieut quantity o f vegetables, or other acefcent foods. The 
** circtimftance related in  the Voyage of that celebrated circum- 
“  navigator, thelateL ord Anfon, o f confolidated fradures difuniting, 
“  and the callofity of the bone being perfectly diflolved, occured 
“  frequently in our hofpitals: and old fores and wounds opened anew 
“  from the nature of the diforder.

“  V ar  ious antifcorbutics were ufed without fuccefs, fuch as acid 
*! of vitriol, fourcrout, extrad of malt, eflence of fprucc, &c. but 
‘ ‘ the only fpecific frefh lemons and oranges, given liberally; 
“  or when they couldt not be procured, the preferved juice in fuch 
*' quantities, from one, to four ounces per diem, as the patient 
“  could beajv W hilft the lemons were found, from one to three 
*' were adminiftered each day as circumftances direded. The juice 

** given to thofe in the moft malignant ftate, was fomctimes diluted 
** with fugar, wine, or fpirits; but the convalefcents took it 
“  without dilution. Women and children were equally affedcd; 
“  nor were the officers exempted fram th is  alarming diftemper. I t  

** became almoft general at the commencement o f the winter feafon, 
“  owing to the cold and moifture j and in the beginning of fpring, 

** when vegetables were fcarce.

“  T h e  juice was preferved by adding to fixty gallons of exprefled 
** liquor, ^bout five or ten gallons o f brandy, which kept it in fo 
“  whole&W! a ftate* that feveral caiks ware, opened in good con-

4 f the. fiege..:'- T h e  old juice was not however 
V. fpecdily efficacious as the fruit, though, by pcrfevering longer 

** in its  ufc, it fcldom failed.”
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i7«o, T h e  fame day that the dogger was brought in, a parley came 
_  . from Don Alvarez, to inform the?'Governor that all intercourfer 

or correfpondence betwixt them* in Future, was to be con^tflSed 
by flags of truce in the Kay j whichr regulation continued '  till the 
peace was notified in 1783. T he 14th, two gun-boats, froto the. 
Orange-grove, ranged along the front of the Garrifon, and drove 
in our fifliing-boats; and on the 16th they again ranged off the 
Mackarel-Bank, and forced our fiihennen to retire. W e did not 

much approve of this condud, as the boats, by this means, were, 
prevented from bringing any fifh to our market. They continued,, 

however, this pradtice at intervals for fome time.

T he 21 ft, the gun-boats fired upon the Enterprife and town* 

Captain Lefley, not choofmg to remain thJ^objed of their fire,, 
withdrew the frigate into the New mole ; Where the Navy, under 

the diredtion of the engineers, had begun to lay a boom ofm afts 
from theNew>-mole head to the watering-tank. T h is‘boom, though 
i t  was confidered a difficult operation on account o f  the fwell of 
the fea, was foon completed.

I t  was not till the night o f  the 21ft, that the Enemy threw fand 
in the front of their epaulement, to cover it againft our fire-balls 
and carcaffes •, and on the 46th they lengthened it  to the weft about 
30 yards, and ftrengthened it in front with fand.. T h e  night o f the 
28th, they eredted two large traverfes in the rear for magazines. 
I t  now prefented a very compadt appearance j whence we concluded 
that it was intended for a mortar-battery.

T h o u g h  it was generally imagined in England, that the GtrrKon 
had been amply provided with every article and neoeilary o f "life, 

when Sir George Rodney arrived with the tranfporte and relief 

from England, Our v^ants» in reality, were fer iff®* beiag fupp&d.



In the articles o f ammunition and fait provifions, the Garrifon had 

jjrobably as much a* they could difpenfe with j hut of frefti pro- 
vifi^Hs- wine, fpirits, fugar, &c. we hegan to find a great fcarcity } 
and the price of what remained, was confequemIy*tnuch enhanced. 

T he afliftance we received formerly from Barbary had now been 

fufpended for feveral months j the Enfemy feemed determined to 
prevent our deriving fupport from the clement that almoft fur- 
rounded us j and their cruifers were too numerous and vigilant 
to expeCt any thing from the weft. Thus fituated, the Garrifon 
turned their eyes on the ifland of Minorca, whence we had already 
received fome very acceptable fupplies, and whofe fituation, from 
the great fcope of fea-room, afforded a flattering probability of 
the boats being oftener able to efcape the Enemy’s cruifers. The 

productions of that Ifland are v a r io u s a n d  thofe articles which it 
did not afford, could be purchafed from the prizes that were daily 

carried thither by the privateers. Several garrifon - boats were 
therefore fent to Minorca, fome of which returned, in the courfe 

o f Odober, laden with the wine of that ifland, fugar (an article 
become exceedingly fcarce), and cheefe; with fometimes a few live 
flock. Thefe articles were all fold by auCtion, according to a regu­
lation eftablifhed by the Governor j and, though they feldom were 

purchafed by the lower ranks, yet afforded upon the whole a partial 

relief to the Garrifon*

T he 30th, we ©bferved that the Enemy had pofted an officer’s 
guard in the Mill-battery, which was the name we gave to the 
new work. Montague’s baftion was therefore opened on it in the 

evening, and* by forming a crofs-fire with the batteries on' the 

heights, considerably annoyed them, and much retarded their opera­
tions. T he fame night, tw o foldiers o f the 56th and 72d deferted 

froni Upper All’s-well, in the lines: they weed-fcntries at the fame 
poft, \and got down by means o f a rope; but, previous to their

defcenV
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*j3ov' ^ ccnt» kad the precaution to wet the priming of their firelocks,
vv*** W e alfo loft another man by defertyon in the eourfe uf the month.

T h e  Govern®!', in the beginning of November, made a rearrange­
ment of the troops, that in cafe the Enemy bombarded the Garrifon, 
each regiment might know the quarters and Nations w hich they 
were to take up. T he xft of the montfi was rather unpropitious 
to u s : an Engliihfnow was taken to the eafl of the R o c k : at night, 
a foldier o f the 56th regiment deferted, during a heavy fhower of 
rain ; and the following evening, two others, of the 12th and 56th, 
attempted to get off by fwimming round the Old-mole head ; but a 
f e w  days afterwards the body o f  the former was wafhed afhore near 
the King’s baft ion : we therefore concluded his comrade had fhared 
the fame fate. In the evening of the 7th, a fmart cannonade was 

heard in the Straits : after it had continued for fome time* a fudden 
flafh appeared, and a report was heard, like the blowing-up of 
powder. T he next morning, we obferved that the Enemy had 
captured an Englifh velfel, and were at that time towing in a gun­
boat ; which accounted for the firing and explofion.

O u r  fire, about the 7th and 8tb, became more animated; yet 
the Enemy, almoft every i^ight, made fome interior additions. 
W e had obferved, for feveral preceding mornings, deep ruts in 
the fand, leading from the principal barrier to the M ill-battery; 
which led us to imagine that they brought at night heavy timber, 
and other materials, from their depots in the lines. The artillery 
were therefore ordered to dired a ricochet ting fire of fmall {hells 
alopg this track. In the evening of tbe 10th, a large party, fallowed 
by a number of Carts and mules, laden with different materials, 

advanced along; the beach, froin the ially-port o f the difcclj o f 
Fort St. Philip, to the M ill-battery. They weje perceived by the 
artillery at W illis’s, before they had proceeded half-way; and a brilk



fire was d u e led  towards their route, which threw the mules into 
confufion, and obliged fome to return, after having left their 
TSONttns on the beach. T he batteries being reinforced, the firing 

was continued with great vivacity the whole night. The fub- 
fequent evening our artillery were prepared, and, immediately on 
the party’s appearing, faluted them with a warm difcharge of (hot 
and Ihells, which feemed *to have greater effedt than the fire o f the 
preceding evening. This circutnftance convinced us of the efietl 
o f the ricochetting fire from the lower batteries, along the track 

from the barrier : but the Enemy were not fo foon driven from the 
new track as from the form er; and continued, notwithftanding our 
fire (which mu ft have killed and wounded many of them), to bring 

materials in this expofed manner, till a line of communication was 
finiflied from the lines.

A n Englifh armed polacre, called, the Young Sabine, Arrived on 
the 12th, after a ipirited engagement in the Bay with feveral armed 
veflels and three gun-boats. * T he Enemy attempted to board her, 
but were as often repulfed by m ufquetry; at length fhe beat them 

off, and anchored under our guns. Her cargo was cheefe, hams, 
and potatoesj the latter of which fold at forty-three dollars per cwt. 
which, according to forty-two pence per dollar (the exchange at 
that time), are equal to 7I. 10s. 6d. fterling. Other articles fold 
in proportion. In  the afternoon, a Mxnorquin fettee arrived with 
the ufual cargo: a Spanilh gun-boat boarded her on her paffage; bu£ 

the patron fhowinjj papers from Majorca to the camp, the Spaniard 
took no further notice than keeping her company as a convoy. 
T he Minorquia afterwards feized a. convenient opportunity, and 

flipped in-
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I n the courfe .of the 14th, a Minorquin tartan, bound for the 
Garrifon, was token by the Enem y; the crew however quitted her,

and.



and got afhore. T he Enemy the fame day mounted twelve guns 

en bar bet, in the battery near the r G un rd -houfe, in the vicinity of  ̂
F ort St. Philip ; which wc Had fuppofed was intended for mpKurT; 
and about a week afterwards they ereded merlons <0 this work, 
admitting the embrafures to open upon the Garrifon. T w o nights 
following, the gun-boats, which were now increafed in number, 

fired upon the town and fhipping. Three, that dire<5ted their fire 
on' the former, were Rationed off the Old-mole head, and threw 

feveral fhots into the town. Several men were wounded in the 

Enterprifc frigate.

T h e  night of the 17th, the Enemy threw up two places d ’armes 
for inufquetry, on the flanks of the M ill-battery: the parapets 
formed femicircles joining the battery, but afterwards extended in 
an oblique dire&ion towards the lines. Thefe additions appeared 
very flight, being only a row of calks or gabions, ftrengthened 

with half-chandeliers, and fand in front j covered on the top with 
fand-bags. T he 18th, we were Vifited again by the gun-boats: 
in returning their cannonade one of the thirty-two-pounders on 
the King’s baftion burft, killed an artillery-man on the fpot, and 
wounded three others. T he man who fired the gun efcaped, but 
was a little fcorched with the powder.

A g r e a t  number of mules were employed on the 22d, bringing 
forward calks, chandeliers, and other materials, from the camp. 
T he  night of the 23d, the Enemy began an approach from the 

lines, to the M ill-battery: it confifled of fafcines, with fand banked 
up in front, and commenced near the weft aj%le 6f the weftern 
fourteen-gun battery, extending about 120 feet"towards the advanced 
Guard-houfe in front o f Fort St. Philip : the following night, 

notwithstanding our fire, they lengthened it about 100 feet, with 
chandeliers placed in a trench and filled with fafcines.. T he Enemy

endeavoured
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endeavoured to draw our attention from this quarter by another 
falute from the gun-boats, but^n vain. As it was not improbable 

8& N ^e gun-boats were direded in their firing by the lights in the 
houfes along the line-wall, and thofe looking towards the Bay; 
orders were iflued “  that no lights in future lhould appear in any 
"* houfe, barrack, or guard-houfe, towards the Bay, after feven

o’clock in the evening.”

W e had hitherto derived occasional afliftance from the gardens 

on the neutral ground, though vaft quantities of vegetables had 
been removed from thence by the Enemy. On the 2 $th, however, 
they determined to expel our people altogether from the gardens; 
which in the courfe of a few days they accompliihed, notwith­
ftanding the markfmen under Lieut. Burleigh were ftationcd at 

W illis’s, and in the Lines, in order to prevent them.

F r o m  this period, our refources in refped to vegetables depended 
entirely upon our own attention to cultivation ; which, happily for 
the Garrifon, was crowned with tolerable fuccels, efpecially during 

the winter months, at which time the produce was increafed to be 
almoft equal to the confumption. The fupplies from the gardens 
had indeed begun to fail for fome time before; and we foon had 
little reafon to regret their lofs. W e had, bchdes, the additional 

fatisfadion of rcfleding that the Enemy were now cut oft’ from a 
channel, through which it was not improbable they had been 
informed of every occurrence which happened in the Garrifon.

T h e  26th, a Frenchman, *one of the crew of the Young Sabine, 
deferted in a boat to the Enemy. The night of the 27th, the 
Daniih dogger, which brought us the cargo of lemons, /ailed; and 
the next morning we obferved her at anchor off Algeziras. By 
the 29th, the Enemy had finiihed the fecond branch of the line 
o f approach, and begun the return for the third towards the weftern

R  beach.
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beach. Our fire, as they advanced, became more fpirited than 

ever, and muft have been fevereTy felt by the Enemy in this expofed 
duty. The 30th was only di*ftinguifhed by the arrival of a TvJiacre 

from Algiers with foap, oil, wine, and candles— a Very valuable cargo..

D e c e m b e r  was introduced with bad weather. T he ift, arrived 

the Anglican a privateer from Smyrna j and two nights after, fhe 

continued her voyage towards England: Lieutenant Gage, of the 
Enterprife, went home paflfenger with difpatches. T he 2d was 
particularly ftormy, with thunder and lightning, which happily 
did not continue long, or the works of the Garrifon might have 
materially fuffered. T he rain poured down with fuch violence from 
the heights, forcing with it vaft quantities of rubbifh, ftones, and 
loofe earth, that the ftreets leading, from the h ill were inftantly 
choaked up, and confiderable damage was done to the buildings. 
T he Enemy, notwithftanding the ftorm, completed their third 
branch, and raifed the return towards the eaft. Though the 
ftorm did not retard their finifhing w hat they had- begun in the 
evening, yet the chandeliers were very much funk in many places,, 
which employed their parties five or fix o f the following evenings to 

repair. They alfo made fome alterations, in the direction of the 
fecond branch, and repaired the batteries in the lines. A brig, 

arrived from Leghorn on the 1.0th; alfb three fettees. from Minorca.

F r o m  the 10th, the Enemy added"every night fo confiderably to 
the fourth branch of the approach, that on the 14th at night they 
joined the extremity of the eaftern place d’armesy and two nights, 
following, began a fifth branch, which on the 19th was extended 

to the eaft flank of the Mill-battery. Their operations had not 

been wholly confined to completing this line of communication: 

a mortar-battery for the fea was ereCted to the north o f Fort 
St. Barbara ; and large and fmall traverfes were raifed within both, 
forts, to proteit their men from our upper batteries.

ABOlhi
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A bout noon on the 17th, a cannonade was heard towards the 
weft. A cloud of fmoke wasvjbierved near Tangier, and we after- 
w2>4slearned that the Moors wcce filing a fiilute on account of the 
a rriv a tb f  their Emperor. Three hundred and ninety rounds were 

numbered, and it was repeated the next day. The reader will 

probably recoiled:, that the Garrifoa of Tangier is to us an objed 

o f  fome curiofity, as having formerly been in the polleilion of the 
Englifh. I t was ceded by the Portuguefe (wito had been mafters 
o f it for fome time) to King Charles II . as part of the dowry 
o f the Princefs Catharine of Portugal, and remained under the 
Englifh dominion till 1684, when, the nation refuling to pay the 
heavy expence attending its maintenance againft the repeated attacks 

o f  the Moors, the fortifications and mole were blown up, and the 
Garrifon ordered to abandon the Town. T he Moors, after the 

place was deferted, returned j and it has ever fince continued in their 
poffeffion. W hen the Englifh were mafters of Tangier, the works 
on the land fide were confidered as almoft impregnable j and, for 
the accommodation of {hipping, a mole of confiderable extent was 
advanced into the fea.

T he prefent town is built at the entrance of a bay, on the fide of 
a hill, overlooking the fea. T he Moors have endeavoured to 
reftore the city to its former importance but their eiforts go llowly 

on towards accomplifhing that work. Tangier is the rcfidence of 
feveral European Confuls, and, in conjundion with Tetuan, in times 
o f  peace, fupplies Gibraltar, Cadiz, Lifbon, and othqr ports of 
on the coaft of Spain and Portugal, with fowls, beef, mutton, and 
f ru it: it was about this time the fcene of fome interesting tranfadions, 
which will fhortly be related.
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Gibfon, arrived with Government difpatches, after a warm engage­
ment with the Enemy off Ceuta, iij'which the Spaniards attempted 

to board the cutter, but wefe repulfed. Lieutenant Gibfou**vvas 
dangeroufly wounded in the adtion ; which was the only cafualty on 
board. The 23d, arrived a privateer brig, called the Hannah, 

Captain Venture, laft from Liibon. She brought fome excellent 
fupplies; and the day following, two other veifcls from Liverpool 
got in with variety of provifions: the cargoes of thefe fhips were 
fold by audion for 300 per cent, profit.

I t  was about this period, fome letters o f a curious tenor were 
difcovered in the pofleflion of the deferter who came in, the 29th 

of September, in the drefs of a peafant, and faid he was a ferjeant. 
They were diredted to Colonel Nugent, of the Hibernian corps, in 

the Spanifh fervice j and the purport of them was, “  that Europa 
“  was the moft. eligible place to attack the Garrifon : acknow- 

“  ledging having received feveral fums of money, and concluding
with exprefling his fears left he fhould be difcovered ; therefore 

“  defired the Colonel would concert fome meafures for his efcape.” 
The man was immediately ordered into clofe confinement, and 
remained a prifoner for fome time, till, an opportunity offering, he 
was fent away from the Garrifon. W e were afterwards informed by- 
other deferters, that he was fent in as a fpy, and liberally rewarded 
for this hazardous fervice.

T h e  Enemy, having completed their approach to the M ill- 
battery, were employed in drefling the communication, and raifing 
fafcine-traverfec in the rear, for their greater protection. The 26th, 
and following nights, their carpenters- braced with head-rails the 
chandeliers, which, owing to the late rains, had given way in feveral 
places. They were fo very noify in this duty, as to induce a brifk 

fire from our batteries. The 30th, a fettee, going from Algeziras

to
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to  the eaftward, was becalmed ofF Europa, and was boarded and 
brought in by our boats. Many*private letters were found on board* 
whVN^mentioned the conlklerable iois "the Enemy had fuftained from 
our fire?* There were alfo a quantity of clothes, and fome money. 
T he next day a fettee got in.from Minorca.

»

O ur carpenters, in the beginning of January, were very buly 
in erecting ft ages and temporary cranes, in Camp and Rofia Bays, 

and upon the Line-wall, above the Navy-yard; which led us to 

imagine, that the Governor had received intelligence by the Speed­
well, that a convoy might ibon be expedted. T he reafon for eredting 
thefe machines fo far to the fouth, and at fuch a diftance from'the 
Garrifon ftore-houfes, was the apprehenfion of being annoyed in 
difembarking the proviiions at Ragged-ftafF, &c. from the Enemy’s 
advanced battery, which was now finifhed, and reported to mount 

eight thirteen-inch mortars. Thefe precautions will appear to be 
very prudent and efi'ential, when the reader, on a farther perufal, is 
informed of the range and effedt of the Enemy’s fire. Some altera­
tions, were alfo made m the works at the New mole.

T he n t h ,  a Spanish flag o f truce, with two Moorifh gallies, . 
came over from the Orange-grove, having on board Conful Logie, 
his Lady, and all the Britiflh fubjedts who had been refident in 
Barbary. W e had long complained of a negledt in that quarter* 
but were now convinced, to our forrow, that fuch accufations- 
were premature and ungenerous. The mercenary and avaricious 
difpofition of the Emperor had been bribed by the Spanifh Miniftry,. 
with a prefent of one hundfed thoufand cobs (about £ .y$ o o  
fterling), and a promife o f the fame fum annually, with the 

redemption of a hundred.African .prifoners; on condition that he 
ftiQuld deliver up, for a certain period, the ports of Tangier and 
Teluan,.and baaifli from his dominions the Conful and fubjedts of

Great-
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Great-Britain. Befides the prefent of money, and the redemption 
o f  a hundred prifoners, the Emperor had permiffion to import 

from Spain, grain, which was f« remarkably fcarcc in Barbany that 
a famine was apprehended. W ithout this circumrtance to urge as 

a palliative for entering into a treaty with this avowed and natural 
enemy, the Emperor would probably have found it a difficult tafk 
to  perfuade his fubjedts to defert their old Allies.

A6 t h i s  defection of the Moorilh Monarch was of much impor­
tance to the Garrifon, and was in itfelf an objedt not undeferving 
political remark, I fhall fubjoin a lhort relation of fome tranfadtions 

previous to this event j with an account of the injurious treatment 
■which Mr. Logie and the Britifh fubjedts experienced before they 

quitted that country.

I  h a d  formerly occasion to mention, that in the early part of 
1779, overtures were made by the Spaniards to the Moors, to farm 

the ports of Tangier, Tetuan, and Larache, O f this General Eliott 
received immediate information, by a confidential mefiage from the 
Emperor of Morocco, It did not appear that the Emperor, in this 

anftance, was adluated by any other impulfe than friendfhip. But 
fince, by refufing to accede to their offers, lie might fubjedt his 
coafts to be infulted, it would of confequence be prudent to arm his 
•cruifers, in order to enable him to adt on the defenlivc: he therefore 
arequefted that the Englifh would fupply him with naval ftores for 
three new veifels which he had lately built, the value of which, on 
calculation, did not amount to fifteen hundred pounds.

S u c h  a p p a re n t  d ifm tere f tcdnefs ,  and fo modeft a demand, had a 
proper effedt w i t h  t h e  Governor, who, confidering the Emperor’s 

alliance of t h e  firft confequence to the welfare of the Garrifon, 
■recommended to Government tp double the quantity of ftores,

that



that they might fecure his friendship. Minifters at home, however, 
did not confider his alliance in ri\e fame light with the Governor and 

as Sir George Rodney arrived the January following without 
ftores, of as much as an anfwer : and the Spaniards (having then 
declared war) increafing in their propofals, the Emperor, after 
repeated applications to M r. Logie, to know when he might expedt 
the fupplies he had given him to underftand were coming from 
England, at length, by degrees, permitted the Spaniards to capture 
all Britifh veffels under the protection of his guns. T he Conful 
remonftrated againft fuch proceedings, but in vain : the anfwer 
generally received was, that the Spaniards had the Emperor ’s leave 

and if  they ehofe to take him from his own houfe, the Emperor 
would not oppofe them.

T h e s e  indignities M r. Logie was neceffitated to overlook. H e 
found the Spanifh influence daily gaining ground : he had therefore 
no alternative, but tacitly to fubmit to the evils of his fituation* 
H e contrived, neverthelefs, to acquaint General Eliott with this, 
change in their affairs.

T hough there appeared little profpedt of doing further fervice 
to the Garrifon of Gibraltar by remaining in Barbary, M r. Logie 
ftill continued to refide at Tangier. The natives were partial 
to the English, and perfonally attached to h im ; and thefe cir- 
cumftances he imagined might probably be improved to fome 
advantage.

T h u s  matters proceeded till the beginning of Odlober, ifS o ,  

when a party of the Emperor’s black troops, which were quartered 
in the neighbourhood of Tangier, came to M r. Logie’s houfe, and, 

being introduced, informed him they had orders from their Matter 
to abufe and infult him in the grofieft manner; which they imme­

diately
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**3an* diately Put execution, by fpitting in his face, fcizinghim  by the 
jcollar, and threatening tc) ftab him ivith their daggers.

T w o days after this tranfadtion, M r. Logie was ordered «i8 attend 
r£he Emperor near Sallee. T he 13th, he began his journey, guarded 

by one of the Emperor’s chamberlains, and a party of horfe. They 
arrived at the camp on the 20th ; and the fame evening M r. Logie 
-was ordered into the Emperor’s prefence. After various queftions 
relative to Gibraltar, to which fuch anfwers were given as were 
leaft likely to pleafe, the Emperor addreffed himfelf to his troops, 
and a great mob that were affembled on the occafion, faying, “  the 

Englifh were an avaricious, proud, and headftrong people ; they 
“  always attacked the head: but when people came to beg, they 
4< ought to crawl up by the feet. He had however deprived them 

of every benefit they formerly derived from his c o u n t r y c o n ­
cluding with ordering the Conful to be taken to Sallee. M r. Logie 
objected to this mandate, informing the Emperor he was ready to 
.attend his camp, but that his Sovereign’s fervice did not permit his 
■.trifling away his time in vifiting towns.

T he Emperor, after this interview, feemed to relax in his feverity 
t o  the Conful j allowing him *0 return to Tangier, and confoling 
him with the promife that the Britifh fubjedts fhould not be molefted 
by the Spaniards. T he 26th of Odober, Mr. Logie arrived at Tan ­
gier, and found the Emperor had not deceived him.

A f f a i r s  remained quiet till the 26th of November, when an 
order came to fit up all the Britifh boats, at the Emperor’s expence, 
as he was determined to fend the Englifh away fatisfied. T he 
•Conful however anticipated his intention, by getting them completed 
himl'elf by the fucceeding evening. The night of the 28th, the 
Spaniards, informed of the Emperor's refolution, fent a. party on

ihorc



fhore to burn the boats. They were difcoverod by the guards, and 
confined; but in consideration *of a fum of money, they were tlie 

next day liberated. Two days .following, the Conluls attended 
to hear the Emperor’s orders, which were brought by two of his 

fecretaries: they exprefTed, that the Emperor had fold the port of 
Tangier to the King of ̂  Spain; in confequencc of which, every 
Chriftian, except of that nation, was to quit the Town and Bay; 

awarding ilavery as the punifhment of thofe who remained after the
I ft of January, 1781.

M r .  L o g i e  was no fooner acquainted with this order, than he 
departed for the Emperor’s camp, then near Tetuan, in order to 

reprefent the impofiibility of removing their property on fo fhort a 
notice. H e arrived on the 2d of December, but could not procure 

an audience. T he 4th, he had intelligence from Tangier, that a 
fecond order had compelled the Britifh fubjefts inftantly to remove 

to Marteen. M r. Logie made feveral attempts to have this crucl 
order reverfed, but in vain. H e at length procured a friend to 
mention this delicate point to the Emperor, who apparently relented, 
faying, the English fhould have permiffion to remain twenty days 

to colled: their effedts } and fo far flattered them, as to make them 
believe they were not to be removed till the Britifh fleet arrived, 
i f  it m ight be expedted foon. M r. Logie was however afterwards 
convinced, that the Emperor at this time was informed his orders 
had been executed, as the Britifh fubjedts, amounting to 109, 
arrived at Marteen, a few miles from Tetuan, the fubfequent 
evening; having been forced to abandon their veffels, houfes, and 
all their property ; and comp*elled to fubmit to the greateft impo­
fition, for the ufe o f camels and mules, to remove their bedding and 
wearing-apparel. T he value of the effedts left behind, M r. Logie 
computed to amount to upwards of fixty thoufand pounds.
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T h e  heavy expence attending their removal from Tangier, witli- 

tbeir ft ay at Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, M r. Logie was. 
obliged to difburfe ; the Emptt-or’̂  order on the 26th of November 

having fo much impofed upon them, that they had laid o»t what 
money they were poffefied of, in purchafing fuch articles as they 
judged would be ufeful at Gibraltar, imagining they, were to be 
conducted immediately to that Garrifon.

T h e  Emperor removed on the 17th of December to Tangier; 
whence he ufually fent, once or twice every week, fome in fulling, 
meflage to the Conful, charging the Englifh with- having cheated 
his Amba/fador, and being indebted to him feveral thoufand cobs 
for maintaining the garrifon of Gibraltar ; with others equally falfe 

and abufive.

M r . L o g i e , on the 26th o f’December, was informed that ths 
Emperor had given up all the Britifh fubjedts as prifoners to the 
Spaniards, and that the fucceeding day. they were to be removed to 
Algeziras. Being affure&of the truth of this intelligence by one of 
the Emperor’s fervants, he burnt all his public papers, to prevent 
their falling into the Enemy’s hands. The 28th, the Conful 
embarked with Mrs. Logie (who had attended him through all thefe 
troubles), and about twenty more, on board a fchooner, without 
being allowed time to take in any refrefhment far their voyage. 
Others, under fimilar circumftances, were put on board other veffels. 
They were guarded by two Spanifh cruifers,. and for the firft night 
put into Ceuta Bay: the next morning they proceeded aerofs the 
Straits, and about noon anchored, off' the Orange-grove, but foon 
after were ordered by Admiral Barcelo to moor at the entrance of 
the river Palmones. Here the Conful was detained till the n t h  of 
January following, by which time an anfwer arrived from Madrid* 

concerning their future deftination.

D u r i n g
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D u r in g  this period, no offer was made to fupply them with 
proviiions or neceflaries, though the Moors were permitted to 
purchaie whatever they w anted.. M r. Logie therefore applied to 
the French Charge des Affaires at Algeziras, who very generoufly 
difpatchcd fuch articles as he judged would be moft acceptable. 

T he 11 th, they were conducted to Gibraltar.

T h e  removal, or rather expulfion, of the Britifh fubje&s from 
Barbary, was attended with other unfortunate confequences befides 
depriving us of provifions : our connexion with Portugal bccame 

afterwards more p reca rio u san d  the Governor was cut off from a 
fource of information, by which he was acquainted with the 
Enemy’s operations both in camp and at Cadiz. M r. Logie 
had always contrived to procure pretty certain intelligence of the 
Enemy’s motions, by thofe Moors who were in his interefl ; for, 
the Spaniards allowing them to bring various articles to the army 
before Gibraltar, and the fleet at Cadiz, and M r. Logie lending 
them money to carry on this advantageous trade, they faithfully 
communicated to him whatever came to their knowledge. The laft 

information M r. Logie himfclf was the bearer of to the Governor, 
which was, that the Enemy had a great number of fire-fhips in the 
rivers, ready for immediate ufe.

T he i 6 th of January, a brig came in from Madeira, in four days,, 

w ith feventy butts of wine. The tnafter had left London with a 

cargo to exchange at Madeira; but a violent gale of wind had 
driven him to fea with his cargo incomplete, and half his crew 
afhore. T he fame day, the Moorifh vefTels which brought over 
Conful Logie, returned to Algeziras. Two days following, the 
Tartar privateer arrived with various articles from England : fhe 
brought His Majefty’s manifefte for commencing holtilities againft 

the Dutch.
S 2 O n
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O n the 19th, fome experiments were made at Algeziras, from 
two new Spanifh boats, with m o rta l on board. W e had fome time 
before learned that they were preparing fuch veflels, and that,-they 

intended foon to try them ’againft the Garrifon. Their conftruttion 
was upon a plan fimilar to that of the gun-boats : the mortars were 

fixed in a folid bed of timber, in the centre of the boat j and the 

only apparent diflindlion was, that they had long prows, and braced 

their yards more athwart the boat when they fired.

T h e  21 ft, the ferjeant commanding one o f our out-guards, 

deferted to the Enemy : he went towards the Devil’s tower, and 
once flopped, as if  undetermined to proceed or not. H e belonged 
to the 56th regiment, and left a wife and family behind: he had 

always been efteemed of good character, and was much confided in 
by his officers. Some pecuniary matters were fuppofed to be the 

reafon of his deferring. This was the fourth man which we had 

loft in this way within the courfe of a month. T he 28th, a fhip 
arrived from Leghorn with various articles. In  her paflage fhe 
picked up at fea the long-boat of the Brilliant frigate, Captain 
Curtis, which we had been anxioufly expecting for fome time 
with difpatches from England. On the 25th and 27th, three of 
Hardenberg’s brigade had deferted; and this day a rope was found 
near the Signal-houfe, by which we imagined the laft two of them 

had efcaped. The 29th and 30th, two or three fettees arrived, from 
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. By them we were informed 
that the Brilliant was got iafe into Mahon, having been chafed 
through the Straits by the Enemy’s cruifers in the night.

T mb Enemy’s working parties had for feveral weeks been left 
numerous: their occupation was principally confined to repairing 
the damages done by the weather fecuring themfdives againft the

effects

*3* H I S T O R Y  OF T H E  L A T E



dfc&s of our firing, by fplinter-proofs and twvcrfes; and colle&ing 
dep6ts of different materials, iri.various parts of their lines. Their 
advar.?fd patroles frequently approachi’d very near our out-pofts, 
b u t feldom waited a fccond difcharge from the fentrics* On our 

fide, the engineers were indefatigable in putting every thing in the 

beft ftate o f defence. T he Enemy, k  rauft be confefTed, dealt 
openly in warning us, fo long before-hand, o f their intentions; and 
the Governor was exceedingly adlive and diligent in preparing 
againft whatever circumftanccs might occur.

T h e  1 ft o f February we found, behind the rock, the bodies of 

two deferters, who, in attempting to efcape from the Garrifon, had 

been dafhed to pieces. One of them was a man of the 56th, who 
was miffing the day preceding j the other, a ferjeant of the 73d, 
who had deferted fome months before. T he 3d, we obferved the 
Enemy’s artillery examining the ordnance in their lines. The 
morning of the 8th, a deferter from a Catalonian regiment came in, 

and reported, that the Enemy poftcd every night a chain of frntries 
along the fkirts of the Governor’s meadow, which were conftantly 
vifited by patroles of cavalry, to keep them alert j and that a captain’s 
guard, befidcs artillery, mounted in the St. Carlos’s battery, as they 
called the advanced work. H e faid the camp was well fupplied 
with provifions, &c. but that the men were fickly, and numbers 
o f them deferted.

I t  was abottt this period, that the Officers in Gibraltar pre­

sented a memorial,, through tbe commanding officers of the different 
regiments, to the Governor, requefting His Excellency, as he muft 
be convinced of the truth of the contents, to fupport it with his 

approbation and interefr.
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T he memorial ftated, “  That the Officers of his Majefty’s feveral 
regiments of foot, ferving u n d er/I is Excellency’s command, had 

“  been neceflarily expoied to'a great variety of inconveniences fince 
•“  the commencement of the blockade, independent of the addi- 

** tional duties which they had been required to riilcharge: That, 
“  in particular, their pay, which conftituted their chief, if  not 
“  their foie fupport, lud, at different times, fuffered a great dimi- 
“  nution by the exorbitant rate of exchange;” which they ftated to 
have fluctuated, during a certain period, between 40 and 42 pence 
per dollar, Gibraltar currency: “  That every article of clothing, 
“  and ftill more, thofe efTential to life and health, were fo advanced 
“  in price, that, with the ftri&eft economy, their pay was totally 
“  inadequate to the expences abfolutely indifpenfable in their prefent 
“ fituation; a fituation which, they apprehended, precluded them, 
“  in a great meafure, from participating with the officers at home 

“  in the extenfive promotions which had of late taken place in 
“  the army. They therefore appealed to the paternal feelings, the 
“  juftice, and the humanity of His Excellency; trufting that, 
“  through his recommendation and interceflion, fuch afliftance and 
“  protedtion might be granted them, as their fituation and fervices 
r‘ deferved:” Concluding with a requeft, “ that His Excellency 

would be pleafed to lay their prayer, with all humility on 

■“  their part, at His Majefty’s feet.” This memorial was feconded 

by another of a fimilar im port; but 110 official anfwer was received 
to either.

I t  muft be confefled, that under thefe circumftances, the fituation 
of the officers was by no means flattering. W hatever obftacles 
might be in the way of their promotion, they could not help 
feeling the peculiar hardfhip of their fituation : nor was the 
inactive and tedious fervice of a blockaded Garrifon at all calculated

to
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KQ divert their minds, or to foothe them into an acquiefcence with 
their fortune. They refle&ed,. with no very agreeable fenfations, 

upon the preferment which had b ,̂en liberally bellowed upon young 
officers'in England;, while many fubalterns in Gibraltar had ten 

or twelve years, or upwards, of flridt duty and fervices to plead. 
Nay, the iituation of fome of them was peculiarly difcouraging: 

for their friends had repeatedly offered to raife companies to fecure 
their rank ; but of fuch confequence was the fafety of Gibraltar 
efteemed by the Minittry, that orders were fent to forbid any 
officers leaving the,Garrifon, unlefs replaced by others from England. 
I t  is but juftice to them, however, to obferve, that they in general 
fubmitted to the evils of their fituation without murmur or repining; 
and that, preferring their country's good to every partial confi- 
deration, they never publickly teftified their difcontent, except 
in the two refpedtful memorials which they prefented to their 

Governor.-

A  p r i v a t e e r , on the 9th of February, arrived from M ahon: 
fhe ran thiough ten cruifers, befides fix gun-boats, and was chafed 
by a xebeque, but efcaped them all. The 17th, flie continued her 
courfe for England. M r. Logie, who carried home difpatches, was 
a paffenger, with feveral others. The 19th, and 20th, arrived two 

polacre fhips from aloft.

O ur fupplies from the eaftward were now pretty regular, and 
the boats and veffels in general very fuccefsful in their voyages. 
W hen the reader confiders the variety of difficulties and dangers 
attending this intercourfe, he*cannot but admire the perfeverance of 
thefe foreigners. Their veffels were generally of light burthen, and 
open, excepting a fmall fcuttle abaft, which, with the other parts of 

the vefiel, was ufually filled with part of their cargo. Their paffage
was
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was feldom performed in lefs than five days; and fometimes it 
exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their*courfe was all the way along the 
Enemy’s coaft; and even when, arrived within fight of the Fort, 

the danger was greater than before, from the number and vigilance 
o f the Enemy’s cruifers: the horrors of a Spanifli gaol flared them 
in the face, with the chance of loiing probably their a l l .  One 
circumftance indeed was in their favour; tlieir veflels, in the rigging, 

refembled thofe o f the Enemy. T o  the chance of deceiving them 
they were neverthelefs unwilling entirely to tru ft: it was their 

cuftom therefore to make the Rock, if  poffible, about fun-fet -t then 
iftrike fail, and lie-to, and at night pufli for the Bay. By manceu-- 

vring in this manner they frequently arrived fa&; and in that cafe, 
i t  muft be confefled, they were amply recompenfed.

T h e  26th, the regiments in Garrifon began to be reviewed: 
after the review, each regiment marched to its alarm-poft, and dif- 
charged feveral rounds of parapet firing. The 28th, a brig under 
Genoefe colours came over from Algeziras: the crew reported, they 

had injured their maft, and put into Algeziras for another, but that 
the Spaniards had ill-treated them ; they therefore came over to 
remedy their lofs. T o this ftory the Governor did not give implicit 

c red it: a guard of a fubaltern and twelve men was fent on board} 
and after being for fome time detained, her cargo, which was fruit, 
was fold.

T h e  want of bread in the beginning of March began again to 
be feverely fe lt: many families had not tafted any for feveral days. 
T h e  poor foldiers, and flill more the inhabitants, whofe finance* 
would not allow them to purchafe articles from the Minonjuin vef- 
fels (the cargoes of which, by the way, were chiefly luxuries), were 

in intolerable diftrefs. Bifcuit-crumbs fold for lod. and is . per lb.
The
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T he allowance of the troops was alfo curtailed, and many Portu- 
guefe fifhermen left the Garrifon.for want of this article. Towards 
the conclufion of the month, the invalids of the Garrifon embarked 
on board the Enterprife frigate, and St. Fermin armed fhip. The 

27th, the former, with the Fortune floop, failed for Minorca ; 
and the St. Fermin was tp have accompanied them, but in getting 
out of the New mole fome accident befell her, by which fhe was 
detained. In the courfe of the month feveral fmall craft arrived 
from M inorca; and we loft two men by defertion.

T h e  beginning of April, the Spanifh Admiral'called in all his' 
cruifers, and fome movements took pjace in their difpofition, which 
feemed to indicate the expectation of a fuperior force. The 2d, 
we obferved their artillery arranging the mortars in the M ill- 
battery; which confirmed us in the conjecture. The fuccecding’ 

day, a Britifh cutter, called the Refolution, arrived with rum, 
coals, and fugar, in twenty-nine days, from Plymouth. The mailer 
informed us that he left a  f l e e t , which was coming to om* 
relief, at anchor in Torbay. Our joy at this news was greater, 
if  poffible, than when we were told of our former relief. The 
exigencies of the Garrifon, fince Admiral Rodney*! departure, had 
been as fevere, if  not more fo than before. Since the foldier, for 

himfelf, only received weekly 5* lb. of bread; 13 oz. of fait beef, 
18 oz. of pork, both of them almoft in a ftate of putrefcence ; 
2Joz. of butter, which was little better than rancid congealed oil; 
j 2 oz. of raifins ; 1 a pint of peafe; 1 pint of Spanifh beans; 1 pint 
of wheat, which they ground into flour for* puddings; 4 oz. of 

rice, and j of a pint of oil : what then muft be the fuflerings of 
thofe who had a family of fmall children to fupport out of this 
pittance ! or what muft be the diftrefs of the inhabitants, who^had 

no affiftance from the itores!
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T he night of the 3d, the St.Fermin, with the Brilliant’s tender, 

which had been forced by a gale pf wind to put into Gibraltar, 
failed for Mahon : two xebeques immediately gave chace, and, we 
afterwards learned, captured the former.

I t  being obferved that the Enemy had ftationed at Cabrita Point, 

(though at fome diftance from the land) a floop and two light brigs, 
fuppofed to be lire-fhips, the Captains of the privateers in the Bay 
propofed cutting out the floop, and burning the other veffels: the 
plan was mentioned to the Governor by an. officer of the Garrifon, 
who had permiffion to take with him a party of volunteers from the 
different corps, and join in the expedition. About eleven o’clock 
on the night of the 4th, they proceeded in four boats. W hen they 
l e t  out, the night was very favourable for the enterprife; but before 
they reached the veffels, the moon fuddenly fhone forth, and they 

relu&antly returned. W hether the Spaniards difcovered the boats 
or not, is a matter of doubt; it is probable they did, as the next 
morning four gun-boats joined them from Algeziras, and the floop 

removed farther to the fouthward.

T h e  Enemy, the 5th, lcaled feveral of their ordnance in the 

batteries round the Bay; two frigates were alfo placed in front of 
eight veflels, luppoiui to be fire-fhips : thefe motions convinced us 

tli.il the Enemy were aware of the fleet which was expedted. The 
evening of the 7th, the Eagle privateer, of fourteen guns, arrived in 
fourteen days from Glafgow : a xebeque, a floop of fourteen guns, 

a galliot, and elevea gun-boats, engaged her in the Bay ; but by 
warm fighting, and good feamanfhip, fhe efenped. The Captain 
informed us that the f l e e t  had failed, and he was much furprifed 

in ijot finding them arrived. The following day, the Spanifh 

General vifitcd the lines and advanced works. The 9th, only two 
xebeques and the gun-boats were at Algeziras, the reft of their

cruifers
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cruifers having left the ftation. The n t h ,  a felucca camc round 1781, 
Cabrita, with oars, and with «a prefs of fail : immediately upon 
entering the Bay, fhe made a figrfal, which was anfwered at Alge­

ziras by an Englilh enfign at the main-top-gallant maft-head.
Soon after, a boat went over to Ceuta, and the xebeque which was 

ilationed at the Point was called in with the gun-boats. In the 
evening many fignals were made from the weft j and about midnight 
arrived the Kite cutter, Captain Trollop, with the joyful news 

that the Convoy was at the entrance of the Straits, under charge 
of A d m i r a l  D a r b y ,  with the B r i t i s h  G r a n d  F l e e t .
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C H A P T E R  V.

..Admiral Darby relieves Gibraltar.— Spaniards bombard tbe Town,—  
Soldiers guilty o f irregularities.— Town frequently on fire, and 
greatly injured.-—Gun and mortar boats very troublefome to the 
Navy.— Admiral Darby returns to England.—  Captain Curtis 

arrives with a convoy o f victuallers.— Town in ruins.— Gun-boats 
renew their attacks on the Garrifon : fa ta l effefts .— Inhabitants 
much alarmed by their attacks.— One o f the Enemy's magazines 
blown up.— General Eliott adopts a mode o f annoying the Enemy's 
camp, and conJlruBs prames to oppofe the gun-boats.— Bombardment 
abates.— The Helena floop of war ■arrives, after a warm ail ion 
with the Enemy.— Singular fyftem o f firing, from the Enemy.—  
Melancholy fa te  o f a matrofs.— Enemy make additions to their 
works.— Firing increafes on both fides.— Death of Major Burke.—  
Gallant behaviour of a working party.— A  confpiracy difcovered in 
the Navy.— Enemy, by their operations, demonjirate their intention 
of befieging the Garrifon in forms—Ineffectual attempt to dejlroy their 
batteries.— Several cutters taken.— Enemy fin ijh  their batteries 
General Eliott projects a J'ally, which proves fuccefsful.

A t  day-break, on the 12th of April, the much-expe<5ted fleet, 
under the command of Admiral Darby, was in fight from our 
fignal-houfe, but was not difcernible from below, being obfeured 
by a thick mill in the Gut. As the fun, however, became more 
powerful, the fog gradually rofe, like the curtain of a vaft theatre, 
difcovering to the anxious Garrifon one of the moft beautiful and 
plealing fcenes it is poffible to conceive. The Convoy, confifting of 

near a hundred velTcls, were in a compact body, led by feveral men

of



of w ar: their fails juft enough filled for fteerage, whilft the majority 
of the line-of-battle (hips la/~Jo under the Barbara Chore, having 
orders not to enter the Bay, left th*e Enemy fhould moleft them 
with their fire-fhips.* The ecftafies of the inhabitants at this grand 
and exhilirating light arc not to be defcribed. Their expreffions 
o f joy far exceeded their former exultations. But, alas! they little 
dreamed of the tremendous blow that impended, which was to 

annihilate their property, and reduce many of them to indigence 
and beggary.

As t h e  convoy approached the Bay, fifteen gun-boats advanced 
from Algeziras, and forming in regular order under the batteries at 
Cabrita Point, began a fmart cannonade on the neareft Ihips, feconded 
by the gun and mortar batteries on the land. A line-of-battle fliip 
and two frigates, however, foon obliged them to a precipitate retreat; 
and, continuing to purfue them, the crews of feveral deferted their 
boats, and took refuge amongft the rocks. Had our fhips advanced 
at this critical juncture, and manned their boats, the whole might 
probably have been deftroyed, and the Garrifon by that means been 
rid of thofe difagreeable vifitors which afterwards fo haraficd and 

annoyed u s ; but the frigates, having difperfed them, thought no 
more of the bum-boats, as fome Naval oiHccrs contemptuoufly called 

them, and left them to be icpoiTeffed by the fugitives.

T h e  Enemy, on the land fide, were far from being idle fpedators 
of this relief. On the firft intimation of Admiral Darby’s approach, 
preparations, it is imagined, were made in the lines, and a rcinforce- 
ment of artillery ordered down from the cam p ; as at day-break, 

before the fleet was well in fight, we remarked that their cannon 

were elevated, and the fpunges and rammers reared againft the
merlons.
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merlons. Thefe, with other appearances, indicated an intention of 

opening on the Garrifon.

O ur private letters had, for fome time before, mentioned that 
the Spaniards propofed to bombard Gibraltar, if the Garrifon was a 
fecond time relieved : but the truth of this intelligence was doubted, 

it being conceived that no beneficial confequences could arife to 
them from fuch a cruel proceeding. W e however overlooked the 
predominant characteristic of the nation, which, particularly in this 
inftance, feems to have influenced them more than any other motive, 

and even to have carried them beyond that line of prudence and 
caution, which in military affairs ought to be ftri&ly attended to.

A bout three quarters paft ten o’clock, the van of the convoy came 
to an anchor off the New mole, and Rofia Bay; and, as if  this were 
the fignal for the Enemy to open, a fmart fire immediately com­

menced from Fort St. Philip, followed by all the batteries which 
bore upon the Garrifon. The number of ordnance bearing on the 
place was as follows: the King’s, or Black battery (mounting 
14 guns), 12 bearing on the Garrifon ■, Fort St. Philip (27 guns),
11 bearing on the Garrifon ; Infanta’s battery, of 7 guns ; Prince’s 
and Princefs’s batteries, of 14guns each; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns), 
6 bearing on the Garrifon : thefe, with about 50 mortars, diftributed 

along their lines, and in St. Carlos’s battery, amount to 114 pieces 
of artillery ; all of heavy metal, being twenty-fix-pounders, and 
thirteen-inch mortars.

T he Enemy’s cannonade was inftantly returned from the Gftr-%, 

rifon ; but our artillery had orders to difregard their lines, and 

notice only the St. Carlos’s battery, which confequently foon 
flackened its fire. T he miferable and terrified inhabitants, who 
juft before were congratulating each other on the arrival of the fleet,

now
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now changed their exultation to forrow, and flocked, old and young, 
men, women, and children, in*the greateft confufion, to the 1'outh- 
ward, leaving their property, unfectired, to the mercy of the foldiers. 

T he fhells from the St. Carlos’s battery were direded towards the 
N ew  m ole; the Convoy, however, had been warned not to anchor 
within the range of their fire: the fhipping, therefore, were not in 
the lea ft molefted. A fettee was funk near the watering-tank, and 
numbers of fhells fell on the red-fands, and in the neighbourhood of 
Southport, which added no little to the alarm of the fugitives from 
town. T he Enemy’s other batteries were chiefly direded to W illis’s, 
the Lines, and particularly the ground upon which the troops were 
intended to have been encamped. Between one and two o’clock 
their firing abated, and in a fliort time ceafed. O f this favourable 
ceiTation the Inhabitants availed themfelves, to fecure fuch valuable 
property as could be expeditioufly removed; but the heavier articles, 

which the avaricious and hard-hearted huckllers had kept concealed 
in their ftores, to bring forth in fmall quantities when the prices 
fuited, were all deftroyed in the courfe of the bombardment.

A bottt five o’clock, the batteries of the Enemy again opened, 
and the firing continued, without intermillion, the remainder of the 
day, and the fucceeding night. It did not, however, interrupt the 
difembarkation of the fupplies. Five hundred men, with a pro­
portion of officers, were ordered for that du ty : they were aftei w.uds 
confiderably augmented j and fuch was the labour and diligence 
of the Garrifon, that the ftores were landed^ with the affiftance of 
the Navy, in nine or ten days. Our cafualtie?, on the 12th, were 
but few : Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, was wounded; alfo feveral 

non-commiffioned officers and privates.

T h e  bombardment was continued the 13th, and feveral foldiers 
were killed and wounded in their quarters. In the courfe of the day, 

a  hundred and fifty men were ordered to remove ammunition to the
magazines
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magazines on the hill, and an additional number to join the party* 
employed in landing the fupplies. .T h e  14th, the gun and mortar 

boats fired upon the fliipping, 4>ut were foon obliged to retire. 

Several barges attended, having officers in them, who jfeemed to give 
directions how to point their cannon. Our batteries ceafed firing 

this day, but the Enemy’s ordnance wefe kept going with great 

vivacity. They appeared to have got the exaCt range of the heights; 
even the Royal battery did not efcape their fhells. Enfign Martin 
was flightly wounded with fplinters of ftones. No arrangement of 
the troops was yet know n; and the former diftribution, given out 
in November, was totally overthrown by the extenfive range o f  
the Enemy’s fire. Officers, however, whofe quarters were damaged,, 
received marquees from the public ftores, to encamp at the fouth­

ward ; and the diftreffed inhabitants were accommodated with tents.

I t  being remarked that the Enemy’s fire confiderably abated 

about noon, the Governor ordered the town-guards to aflemble at 
twelve o’clock; by which regulation lefs danger was apprehended 
in relieving the men on duty. T he night picquets were likewife 

ordered to occupy the cafemates under the Grand battery, that they 
might be at hand to reinforce the northern guards, in cafe of alarm. 
T he total ftrength of the picquets, at this period, was two captains, 

nine fubalterns, nine ferjeants, nine drummers, and three hundred 
and ninety-one rank and file. The caufe of the ceflation in thfc 
Enemy’s fire at noon, arofe from a cuftom, pretty general in Spain, 
and common, I believe, in moft warm climates, that of indulging, 
themfelves with a rftfridian nap. This luxury the Spaniards could 
not refufe themfeves, even in w ar; aftd it was invariably attended tc* 
during their future operations againft Gibraltar.*

V i c e -

* This will not appear fo extraordinary when the Reader is informed that, during the 
hifm-reftion of Madrid, in 17.66, the infurgents, as mentioned by Major Dalrymple, in his 
Travels through Spain, regularly indulged themfelves with their Jiifta, and then returned 
to their different places of rendezvous. Government did the fa n e ; fo that there feemed to bs 
f  fleepy convention, for a few hours, every day, between adminiftration and the mob.
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V ic e -A d m ir a l -'Darby ., 'w ith  the flaps of war, continued 
Crtiifing in fight of the Rock : the fervice however requiring dif- 
patch in landing the fupplies, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir John 
Lockart Rofs to fuperintend that duty iu the Bay; and the Garrifon 

party was augmented to upwards of a thoufand men, befides officers. 
T he evening of the 14th, the Enemy’s (hells were very profufely 
diflributed : fome that did not burft we examined, and on drawing 
the -fufe, found inflammable matter mixed with the pow der: thefe 
combuftibles fet fire to a wine-houfe in the green-market, near the 

Spanilh church ; and before the fire could be extinguifhed, four or 

five houfes were burnt to the ground. Detachments from the 
regiments and guards in town were immediately ordered to quench 
fhe flames j but the Enemy’s cannonade became fo brifk, that 

great confuiion enfued. From this moment, we may date the 
commencement of the irregularities into which, through refentment 

and intoxication, the foldiers were betrayed. Some died of imme­
diate intoxication, and feveral were with difficulty recovered, by 
Oils, and tobacco water, from a dangerous ftate of ebriety.

T h o u g h  riot and violence tire moft contrary to that fpirit of 
regular difcipline which iliould always prevail in military affairs, 
fome thing may yet be urged in extenuation of the coftdud of the 

troops, which has been fo much the fuhjedt of reprehenfion amongfl- 
the pebple interefted. The extreme diftrefs to which the foldiers 
had Been reduced by the mercenary conduct of the huckfters and. 
liquor-dealers, ih hoarding, $r rather concealing their flocks, to 
enhance the price of what was expofed for fale, raifed amongft the 
troops (when they difcovered the great quantities of various articles 
in the private ftores) a fpirit of revenge. The fir ft and fecond days, 
they conduded themfelves with great propriety j but on the ewe of 
the third day, their difcipline was overpowered by their inebriation j 
and FroM fhat inftsmt, regardiefs of putiifbment, or the intreattcs of

U ' ' ' their '
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their officers, they were guilty of ipSny, and great exceffes. The 
Enemy's Hi cl Is foon forced op<?n the fecret recefles of the m erchants; 
and the foldiers inftantly availed themfelves of the opportunity to 
feize upon the liquors, which they conveyed to haunts of their own. 
Here, in parties, they barricaded their quarters againft all oppofers, 
and, infenfible of their danger, regaled themfelves with the fpoils. 
Several jkirmiflies occurred amongft them, which, if  not feafonably 
put a Hop to by the interference of officers, might have ended in 
Icrious confequcnces.

I t  did not appear, through all their intemperance, that thefe 

irregularities arofe from any caufe fo much as a fpirit of revenge 
againft the merchants. A great quantity of liquor, &c. was wan­
tonly deftroyed; and, in fome cafes, incredible profufion prevailed. 

Among other inftances of caprice and extravagance, I recoiled: that 

of roafting a pig by a fire made of cinnamon. T he offenders were 
at firft confined and reprimanded, which the Governor judged would 
have a greater effeft than punifliment} but relapfing a fecond time, 
he was convinced his lenity was difregarded; and he was therefore 
compelled to ufe more rigorous meafures.

I h a v e  thought proper to digrefs a little upon this fubjedl, not 
in juftification of the foldiers, but to acquaint the world with the 
truth as fome, who have related the occurrences of this period to 
their friends, have omitted doing the Garrifon the juftice to annex 
the account of their former hardfhips. Befides, had the troops been 
in the higheft degree' abftemious, the*Enemy’s fire would foon have 
deftroyed what was only the fooner confumed by their extravagance ; 
for the inhabitants were too much alarmed for the fafety o f their 

own perfons, to attend to the fecurity of their effedts.

I f o r g o t  to mention in its place, that, previous ta th e  bom­
bardment, the fick in town had received orders to remove when the

firing
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17*'. 
April.

T he 15th, the bombardment was continued with greater vivacity.
Not content with difcharging their ordnance regularly, they faluted 
us aim oft every inftant w ith  a volley of eight or ten cannon, 

befides mortars. Our batteries remained filent, and the guns at 
W illis’s were drawn behind the merlons, to fecure them againft the 
Enemy’s fhot. I t  was obferved, they directed a great number o f 
fhells towards the Working-parade, and about the Vi&ualling-office.

In the morning, the gun-boats again attacked the (hips of war and 
tranfports; and the Navy returned a fmart fire. About noon,
Lieut. Budworth, of the jz d  regiment, and Surgeon Chefholme, of 
the 56th, were wounded by a fplinter of a fhell at the door of a 
northern cafemate in the King’s baftion. T he former was dan- 
geroufly fcalped, and the latter had one foot taken off, and the other 
leg broken, belides a wound in the knee. The troops in town, in 
the afternoon began to encamp at the fouthward, and to be regularly 

diflributed amongfl the cafemates in town. The following was the 

arrangement. To the Hanoverians were allotted the bomb-proofs 
under the Grand battery, occupied by the picquets, which in 
confequence removed to Landport gateway, and Prince of HefTe’s 
cafemate. The 12th, 39th, and 56th regiments, were ordered to 
poflefs Montague’s cafemate, with the Galley-houfe, and Waterport 
gateway: thofe who could not be accommodated in thefe quarters, 
encamped above the South barracks and Navy hofpital, on the 
declivity of the h i l l : the 72$ regiment totally withdrew into the 
King’s baftiou, and the 58th and 73d regiments remained in the 
South barracks: the artillery and engineers were difpofed of on the 
fame plan. Several days elapfed before the troops were properly 
fettled. T he ground on which they encamped, was very fleep 
and rugged: it was ncceflary therefore to level it into terraces, for

U Z the

firing commenced: on the 13th, therefore, the men were conveyed 
to the Naval hofpital at the fouthward.
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T h e  gun-boats attacked the fhipping on the 16th, and endea­
voured to moleft the parties employed iir landing the provifions r 
but a linc-of-battle (hip, and two frigates, foon obliged them to 

retire. In the courfe of the day, the women and children who had 
taken refuge with their hufbands and friends in the cafemates in 
town, were ordered to remove and enc&mp at the fouthward. 
Though this order, from motives of humanity, was not ftridtly 
enforced, yet it greatly relieved the men, and in a meafure removed 

our apprehenfions of fome infectious diforder being generated from 
their crowded and confined fituation. T he officers were under the 

neceffity of participating with the men in thefe unpleafant accom­

modations : their prefence, however, produced this beneficial con­
fequence, that they often prevented the men from indulging in 
thofe exceffes, into which, otherwife, they undoubtedly would have 
entered. The fame day, the Queen’s-lines, Main, New-mole, and 
Rofia guards, were ordered to be Captain’s guards.

T he Enemy, on the 17th, firft reached the Rock-gun with fhot 
from the fevcn-gun battery. Colonels Rofs, Green, and Pidton, 
were appointed the fame day to rank as Brigadiers ; and Captain 
Wilfon of the 72d regiment, Lieutenant Holloway of the engineers, 
and Captain Pidton of the 12th regiment, were appointed their 
brigade - majors. Two field-officer^, with a captain from each 
regiment, and one fuhaltern for every fifty men, were ordered alfo 

to fuperintend the difembarkation of provifions. In the afternoon, 
the fhells of the befiegers fet fire to the ftores in the Spanifh church. 

Parties were inftantly detachcd from the main guard, j z d  regiment, 
and other corps in town, to remove the provifions. T he Lieutenant-

Governor

the men to pitch their tents. T he regimental ftores were alfo to 
be removed, and other duties of a» fimilar nature executed, before 

the troops could be cqnfidered as properly eftablilhed.
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Governor with his Aide-de-camps was prefent, encouraging the *781. 
men to perform this duty wi'th expedition. T he Enemy’s fire at 
this time was remarkably Ipirited j neverthelefs, the greater part was 
faved by the a&ivity of the parties. Many calks of flour were 
brought into the King’s baft ion, and piled as temporary traverfes 
before the doors o f the fouthern cafemates, in which feveral perfons 
had been killed and wounded in bed. Thefe traverfes, however, 
did not continue long j for the men, when the fpoils in the town 
became fcarce, confidered thofe barrels which the Enemy’s, fhot 
had pierced, as lawful prizes. T he contents were foon fcooped out 
and fried into pancakes, a diih which they were very expert in 
cooking; and the upper calks, wanting fupport from below, gave 
way, and the whole came to the ground. Though the flour by this 
means was in a great meafure loft to Government, yet the number of 

accidents which thefe traverfes prevented, greatly overbalanced the 
value of the article. Traverfes of another nature were afterwards 

ereCted in their room.

T he gun-boats, on the 18th, fired again upon the fliipping and 
men of war cruifing in the Bay. T he Minerva and Monfieur, 
frigates, had feveral men dangeroully wounded j and the Nonfuch 
had a mall crippled. T he Navy, after this attack, no longer con­
fidered thefe boats in the fame defpicable light as on their fir ft 
entrance into the Bay. In the courfe of the day, a fhell fell through 
the arch of the Galley-houfe, where part o f the 39th, and fome of 
the 12th regiments, were quartered: it killed two, and wounded 
four privates. In confequence of this unexpected cafualty, the 
troops nanoved thence, and joined their regiments at the fouth- 

ward.

OlfR batteries, efpecially at W illis's, by this time exhibited a 
vcrv dilbrderly and ruinous appcarance. T he ordnance had been

withdrawn
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withdrawn when the artillery ceafed to fire: but the merlons were 

now confiderably damaged, gind^fbme of the cannon difmounted 
and injured. The Lines were alfo nearly choaked up with loofe 
flones and rubbifh, brought down by the fhot from the rock above ; 

the traverfes along the line-wall were greatly injured; and the town, 
particularly at the northward, approached every day towards a final 
demolition. T he engineers, however, were ordered to prepare 

materials for repairing the Queen’s battery at Willis’s ; and parties 
of workmen were employed in carrying up, from below, fand-bags, 
and other requifites for that purpofe. New traverfes were likewife 
begun along the different communications, higher, ftronger, and at 
fhorter diftances, than the old ones.

T h e gun-boats renewed their attack, the 19th, on the fhipping, 
but were foon obliged to retreat. In the cdurfe of the day, the 
terrace ftore-houfe was fet on fire. T he camp-equipage of the 

Garrifon being in an adjacent houfe, parties from the regiments in 
town were ordered to remove them with the greateft expedition. 
T he  men generally received fome gratuity from the Governor for 
thefe hazardous duties. T he following day, the fupplies being 
landed, the Fleet in the evening prepared to return to the weft ward. 
Before they weighed, their good friends the gun-boats gave them a 
parting falute, and did fome damage. By fix o’clock the whole 
were under way. Many merchantmen, freighted with merchandize, 
and articles much wanted in the Garrifon, returned with their 
cargoes; the merchants refufing to take them, on account of the 
bombardment. Great numbers of the inhabitants, and officer*- 
ladies, likewife embraced this opportunity o f leaving the Garrifon.

T h e impatience of the Britifh Admiral to difembark the fupplies* 
that he might not lofe the opportunity of the eafterly wind to 
return from the Mediterranean, had prevented the Garrifon from

unloading
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unloading the colliers that had arrived with the fleet: thefe fhips 
were therefore fkuttled in the N e \  mole, to be difcharged at leifure. 
T he ordnance-tranfports were alfo ordered within the boom for the 

fame purpofe. I11 the courfe of the 20th, the Vi£tualling-office was 
on fire for a fhort tim e; and at night, the Town was on fire in four 

different places; but the public ftores being fafe, no attempts were 
made to exftinguifh the flames.

T h e Enemy’s cannonade and bombardment continued ftill very 
brifk. T he 21 ft, forty-two rounds were numbered in two minutes, 
between fix and eight o’clock. T he Garrifon flag-ftaff on the 
Grand battery was fo much injured by their fire, that the upper part 
was obliged to be cut off; and the colours, or rather the glorious 
remains, were nailed to the ftump. T he evening of the 22d, the 
combuftible matter in their fhells fetting fire to fome fafcines at 

Waterport, Lieut. Cunningham, of the 39th regiment, was wounded 
in exftinguifhing them. T he fate of this young gentleman may 

be confidered as extraordinary. On examining the wound, which 
was in the head, it appeared fo trifling, that the furgeon judged 
his fkull unhurt j and his feeming recovery confirmed the opinion. 
Something more than a fortnight elapfed, when he complained of 

a pain in his head: he immediately took to his bed, and in a 
fhort time expired. After his deceafe, a confidcrable fradture was 
difcovered, with a quantity of extravafated blood encircling the 
brain.

T h e  gun and mortar boats, on the 23d, fired upon our parties 
ranging the provifions at the fouthward. Two hundred and fixty 
ihot and forty fhells were difcharged, feveral of which fell about the 

camp, and powder-magazines. T he wife of a foldier of the 58 th 
regiment was killed behind the South barracks, and feveral men 

wounded,. T he bombardment from the lines was now in fome
degree
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1781, degree abated, in confequence of jfieir batteries being fhaken and 
injured by their own conftafit cannonade. W e obferved, during 

this day, a number of mules, with carts, bringing materials to the 

line to repair them. Our artillery, at night, annoyed them with a 
few rounds from the batteries above W illis’s.

T h e  24th, a ihell fell at the door of a cafemate, under the fouth 
flank of the King’s baftion, and wounded four men within the bomb­

proof. This cafemate had been appropriated as a magazine for 

the baftion, and the powder had only been removed to the oppofite 
cafemate a few days previous to this accident. In the afternoon, 
a foldier of the 12th regiment deferted from Landport guard j in 
confequence of which, the town-guards were ordered to afTemble, 
the fubfequent day, at two o’clock P. M . T he Enemy, however, 

not increaftng their fire as was expedited, the guards afterwards 
mounted as before.

T h e  Garrifon-orders of the 26th exprefled, that any foldier* 
convidted of being drank or afleep upon his poft, or found maraud­
ing, fhould be immediately executed. Thefe meafures, rigorous 
as they may appear, were become abfolutely neceflary, and, in 
reality, had been too long deferred. The foldiers were now arrived 
at fo high a pitch of licentioufnefs, that no refpeCt was paid to their 
officers, and fcarcely obedience to them even when on duty. Such 
behaviour, if  not curbed in time, too commonly induces very ferious 
confequences. At the fame time that this order was iflued, the 
regiments quartered at the fouth ward were commanded, in cafe of 
alarm, to affemble, in two lines, on the. Red fands, the Britifh in 
front, and the Hanoverian brigade in the rear. The trdops in 
town had their ftations likewife allotted them.

I n the afternoon of the 27th, a convoy of twenty victuallers, tinder 
charge of four frigates and the Fortune floop, arrived in thirteeu

days
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days from Minorca, It now appeared that the Governor did not 17*1, 
entirely depend on receiving fuccours from England, but thought 
it prudent to obtain fupplies froKi orfier quarters, left any accident 
fhould prevent the Britilh fleet arriving in time to.his relief. Thus 

determined to provide againft fortuitous events, he had fecretly 

ordered provifions to bepurchafed from the prizes taken aloft, and 
fhipped on board veffels that were hired for that purpofe. Captain 

Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had the charge of this valuable 
Convoy j and die fuccefs attending the enterprife demonftrates'with 
what fecrecy it had been conducted. They were ignorant of Admiral- 
Darby having been in the Mediterranean, and were agreeably fur- 
prilfed to find from the Enemy no oppolition to their entrance.

T h e  provifions thrown in by the Britilh Admiral were not yet 

flared i nor had they any further prote&ion againft the weather, than 
a covering of canvas, formed from the fails of the colliers that were 

run afhore in the New mole. Under thefe unavoidable circutn- 
ftances, it was peculiarly ftunfortunate, that the rains at this period 
ihould be unufuaily heavy, and of long continuance. The troops 

alfo were very material fufferers from this inclemency o f  the 
weather. T he rain, that poured down in torrents from the face 

o f the hill, foon broke down the loofe banks o f  earth raifed to 
covey their tents, which, being pitched on tfee declivity of the 

hill, were fwept away by the force of j and thus the
fatigucdffoldier, who fcarcely was one night out o f three in bed, was 
frequently expofed, at midnight, to d deluge c f  rain. Thefe misfor­

tunes, -however, taught them to provide againft fuch future acci­
dents j and ia a few month*, after fome labour and attention, their 
flu tte rs  were more comfortable and iecure.

f k *  remainder o f the month was remarkable tor exceffivcTains, 

IftenAed with roitffc Breach# thw .3 «  andligh tiiin^ ;'w h id i/ during
X the
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Âpril-

M a y .

the night, in addition to the fire from the Enemy, had an awful 
and tremendous efFed. T he bombardment continued warm and 

well fupported but the Enrtny/cUd not appear to have any par­
ticular objed. In the early part of the day, they in general fired: 
pretty fm artly: about noon their batteries flackened, and from, 
twelve till two o’clock almoft totally ceafed: after two they recom­

menced, and perfevcred till the fucceeding meridian. During the 

night they dire&ed their fire principally to the heights and lines, a9 
probably they had information, by the laft deferter, that we employed, 

every night, parties to clear and repair thofe works.

T h e  morning of the 30th, we difcovered the gun and mortar 
boats approaching the Garrifon: they took their ftations off the 

town,, to avoid the fire from the frigates, and varied very little from 

their former attacks. Five {hot landed, on W indmiil-htil, which 
was efteemed a remarkable long range. W e returned a brifk and 
well-direded fire j and they, retired. I t  was remarked that the 
land-batteries were in a meafure filent* during their ftay. In the 

evening, an Hanoverian, with fome others, was dete&ed marauding 
in. a ftore: the party was given in- charge to a fentry, but the former 
attempted to efeape: the fentry called to him  to ftop* otherwife he 
would fire i, which he not complying with, the fentry fhot him dead 

on the fpot. A general return of cafualties, &c. for every month, 
is inferted at the conclufion.

E a r l y  on the 2d of May, two fettees arrived from Algiers, laden 
with .flaeep, wine, and brandy. T he Enemy now feemed to have 
given up the idea of blockading us 'to a furrender. No cmiiers 
had been obferved out fince the departure o£ Admiral Darby. In 
the evening a fliell from the Garrifon fell upon the eaftern traverfe» 
in the St. Carlos’s battery* under which was their magazine, and, 
communicating J witk-: ;tfee. powder... blew i t  T 4 e explofion

was.
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was not loud ; but the damage was fo very confiderable, that the 
ordnance were filent for fev<ft l̂ days. Our artillery annoyed the 
Enemy greatly during their confbfioh, though they kept up a brifk 
difcharge from the lines, at the rate of two hundred and fifty rounds 

an ijour. T he day following, Lieut. Willington, of the artillery, was 

wounded at Willis's. TJie 5th, a foJdi*r of the 58th regiment was 
executed on the Grand parade, at the door o f the ftore where he was 

detected plundering. His body hung till fun-fet, as an example to 
other offenders.

T h e  Enemy’s cannonade and bombardment continued to be wide 
and fcattered, apparently having no particular objedt. Shells were 

yet lavifhly expended; and, what was very fingular, many of thofe 
which fell blind, contained, on examination, a vaft quantity of iand 
mixed with the powder. We could not otherwife account for this 
unufual circumftance, than by fuppofing the powder was floltn 

by their people in the laboratories. , Other fhells ftill diffufed, on 
their explofion, combuftible matter, which, fetting fire to the loofc 
timber and wc&d difperfed amongft the ruins o f the-town, greatly 

endangered the King’s ftores and magazines. This induced the 
Governor, on the 6th, to publifh a placart, Signifying to the inha­
bitants, that fuch materials, o f this nature, as were not removed out 
o f the reach o f the Enemy’s fire, would be converted to the King’s 

ufe. T he morning of the 7th, the gun and mortar boats fired upon 
the Town and the New m ole: they flayed about an hour, and then 

retired. W e returned upwards of four hundred rounds with great 
vivacity •, which greatly difpleafed the Governor: “  There would 
“  be no end,!’ he faid, “  of expending ammunition, if  we fired erery 

time they acame, and while they were at fo great a distance: in 
“  future,” he ordered, no notice to be taken of the gun*-boats, 
** unlefs they approached within the diftance of grape." T he 8th, 
Captain Fowlis, of the 73d, was wounded in the lines.

X 2 T h e
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T h e  Enemy’s fire was now more regular: we no longer expe­
rienced the fudden fits that had induced them todifcharge a whole 
battery at a volley: it amounted, 4 ibout this time, upon an average, 

to  fifteen hundred rounds in the twenty-four hours. T h e  9 th , 
Lieut. Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a fuperintendaat of the work- 
ing-parties, loft his leg by a ihot, on tjie (lope of the hill under 

the Cattle. He faw the iho t before the fatal effect, bi|t was fafcinated 

to the fpot. This fudden arreft of the faculties was not uncommon : 
feveral inftances occurred to my own obfervation, * where men, 
totally free, have had their fenfes fo engaged by a {hell in its defcent, 
that, though fenfible of their danger, even fo far as to  cry for 
afliftance, they have been immediately fixed to the place. But what 

is more remarkable, thefe men haye fo inftantaneoufly recovered 

themfelves on its fall to the ground, as to remove to a place of fafety 
before the {hell burft. T he gun and mortar boats .repeated their 
vifit on the I i t h / b u t  fired from fo refpedtful a diftance, that fcarcely 

a (hot came aflhore. Our batteries were manned; neverthelefs, not 
ft gun was returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 12th regiment,, 
was wounded the fame day with fplinters of ftonfes, thrown up by 
a fhot which grazed betwixt his legs.

T h e  buildings in town, at this time, exhibited a moft dreadful 
pidture of the eflFeds of fo animated a bombardment. Scarce a 

houfe, north of the Grand parade, was tenantable; all of them were 
deferted. Some few, near Southport, continued to be inhabited 

by foldier* families? but, in general, the floor#and .k>ofs«swere 
deftroyed, and the bare {hell only wasjeft {landing. The Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor, however, maintained their quarters, having 
parties conftantly employed in repairing the damage. JSoth^had 
bomb-proofs ; And the former afterwards had a krge tent, pitched 
on a rifing fitiiation fouth of the Red lands, where, with his ftiife, 

he generally remained during the day, returning at night to  town ;
but
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but the Lieutenant-Governor conftantly refided in town, having 
accommodations in the King’s baftion.

T he evening o f the 12th, the gun and mortar boats fired upon 
the Garrifon from off the Old mole, feconded by a very warm fire 
from their land-batteries. Several fhells from the former ranged as 

high as the Signal-houfe, and fome fell over the rock, They 
difcharged a hundred and eighty {hot and forty-fix {hells, and then 
retired, throwing up the ufual fignal of a rocket from each boat. 
Though our Batteries were manned, the Garrifon remained filent. 
About the 13 and for a few fucceeding days, the Enemy’s fhells 

were directed for an unufual long range. One fell on'the fongcaftle 
o f a collier in the New mole, and pierced both decks, but did not 

burft. Two fell amongit the provifions on the New-mole parade, 
and another in the middle yard of the South barracks: a fplinter 
of the latter flew to the Navy-hofpital. T he 14th, a Ihell fell 
into the Small armoury, near Southport, but fortunately did little 
injury. Jflie  17th, the Jews fynagogue and other buildings were 
burnt down. T he following day, a Ihell from our upper batteries 

blew up the Guard-room in the place d'armcs of Fort Barbara. Our 
engineers were at this time employed cve^.night in clearing the 
works, filling up {hell-holes, and repairing the glacis , and traverfes 

at Waterport. T he Euemy’s fire at this period feldom exceeded a 
thoufand rounds in the courfe of twenty-four hour*,: their butteries 
were much fhaken with the firing, and parties were conihntly 
bringing fupplies of ammunition to the lines, and different materials 
for the repair ?of their works.

A n  attempt-was made by the-Navy, on the. 1.9th, to cut off a 

polacre becalmed near Europa P o in t} but, a breeze fpriogingup, 

i(he e% ped. The gun-boats foon after came out, apparently with
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an intention of avenging this affront j but, the wind frefheoing. they 
returned. T he cannonade from the Enemy was now principally 
directed at our upper batterfes. • T he rock-gun, mounted on the 

fumrnit of the northern front, was become as warm* if  not warmer 
-than any other battery j and fcarcely a day pafled without fame 

cafualties at that poft. T he gun and piortar boats, early in the 

morning of the 20th, repeated their attack on the Garrifon and 
(hipping; They were arranged in tvyp divifions, thofe to the north­
ward diredtmg their fire towards the King’s baftjonand Southport, 
but moft o f their (hells hroke on the face o f the rock ; whilft the 

fouthward divifion annoyed the (hipping and capip. Their ufual 
fignal for retiring was made about a quarter paft three o’clock. On 
this occafion we returned a few (hots from the town-batteries.

A t  the commencement of the bombardment, the out-guards 
of Bay-4ide and ’Lower Forbes's had been withdrawn from thofe 

barriers, and an officer’* guard ftationed every night in the Fl£che, 
a work eredted near the Inundation at the foot o f  LamfjWt glacis. 
O n  the morning of the 21 ft, the (entries at this |>oft obferved a man 
Advancing, with great circumfpe&ion, along the caufeway : inftead 
o f anfwering whenipiallenged, he immediately dropped. Lieut. 

W etham , of the 58th regiment, the officer on duty, fufpe&ing he 

came to reconnoitre, inftantly, with the ferjeant, went out to feize 

him  ; but the man rifmg, he purfued, and was within a very (hort 
diftanceof fecuring him, when he fell into a (hell-hole near Bay-fide, 
and the man efcaped. I t  was imagined that curioifity had prompted 
him to make trial of the alertnefs of pur fentries. His hat, which 
fell off in his retreat, his firelock with bayonet, and pouch filled 
w ith twenty-nine rounds of ammunition, were hung'on the palifades 
o f the barrier, and were afterwards brought in.
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E a r l y  on the morning of the 2 2d, a fplinter of a fhcll, which 
fell and burft on the C hurch- battery, ranged upwards of two 
hundred yards, and cutting the ^jpron of the morning-gun on the 
SoutH baftion, fired it off. This Singular circumftance, happening 
fome hours before day-break, not a little furprifed thofe who heard 
the report, and were ignorant of the caufe. Our fire was now 

increafed to about a hundfred and fifty rouftds in the twenty-four 
hours, the Enemy's parties bdng repairing the lines o f approach. 

Their cannonade, on the contrary, was reduced, upon an average, 
to fix hundredpnet k ity  rounds.

T h e  night of the 23d, the gun and mortar boats renewed their 
attack upon the camp, which, in its confequences, was mor® 
dreadful than any we had hitherto experienced. The filence obferved 

by .the Garrifon during their preceding vifits, emboldened them* 

on this occafion, to adHnce fo near, that we could diftin&lyhear 

their officers give orders to the men, who frequently cried out 
to us, in Spanifh, to "  take care.” During the firft and fecond 

rounds, the fhells fell over W indmill-hill into the fea; but this 
miftake they foon redtified, and the attack became excefllvely fmart. 
Tw o fhells fell within the Hofpital-wall, and a fhot pafTed through 

the roof of one of the pavilions. A fhcll fell in a houfe in 
Hardy-town, ana killed M r. Ifrael, a very rcfpe&able Jew, with 

Mrs.Toucale, a female relation, and his clerk. Another, from the 
St. Carlos’s battery, fell into a houfe near South fhed, in which were 
fifteen or fixteen perfons: the fhell. burft but all efcaped, except a 

child, whofe mother had expfrienced.a fimilar fate fome time before. 
A foldin', o f  =$l*e 73 d regjmenf was killed in his bed by a fhot j and 
a Jew butcher unfortunate. In all, feven were killed,

and twelve or thirteen, Wounded. A fplinter of the fhell whicl^w&s 
fo fatal amongft M r. Ifrael's family, is now exhibited, as a curiofcty 
worthy of notice, in Sir Afhton Lever’s valuable mufeum, where this

affefting
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affedting ftory is alfo related. T he filence of the Garrifon, when the 
deftruttive effects of this, attack Were publicly k n o w n ,  caufed great 
fceret difcontent amongft the foldiers 5 and fuch reprefentations were 

made to die Governor, that he ordered the artillery to return 'their 

fire when they re,peated their vifit.

T h e  evening of the 27th, the engineers, with a ftrong party, 
repaired the Queen’s battery (W illy ’s). T he new merlons were 

raifed with land-bags on the bafe of the old ones, and the whole was 

completed before morning gun-fire. T he following ̂ ay, a fquadron 
of Ruffian men of war pafled through the Straits to the weft. 
W hilft they remained in fight, the Enemy increafed their fire upon 

the Garrifon. T he fame day arrived the General Murray privateer 

and a polacre from.Minorca, with wine, brandy, lemons, and fait ; 

and in the evening, the Enterprife frigate, \ |i th  feveqteen- ordnance- 
fhips and tranfports, failed for England. T he Enemy difcovercd 
them before they quitted the Bay, and repeated their fignals towards 

Cadiz. T he Garrifon flag-ftaff, on the Grand battery, was now 
fo mutilated, and the flag fo much torn by the Enemy’’®’fhot, that 
it became neceffary to eredt a new one, which was done the night 

of the 2 8 th ; and it fervecl to engage the attention of the Enemy in the 
fuccceding day’s firing.

T h e  morning of the 29th, two Britifh frigates, the Flora and 
Crefcent, which had conveyed the Minorca ordhance-lhips to 
Mahon, appeared from the caft. Captain Peere Williams* in the 
former, ftood towards the Bay; and being informed by Captain 
Curtis, that the Enterprife had failed the preceding evening, put 

about, and followed his confort, the Crefcent, which was then 

chafing two veffels, apparently Dutchmen, under the Barbara fhorc: 

and foon after they aifappcared, we heard a cannonade to the w eft;
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which moft. likely proceeded from the enfuing engagement, as we 
afterwards learned that the fhips^hated were Dutch frigates.* At 

noon the fame day, two artificers were executed at the W hite 
Convent in Irifli Town for marauding; and the following day, 
one of the 58th fuffered for the fame offence. The 31ft, in the 
evening, a fhip under ftagufan colours, attempting to get round 
Europa Point to proceed to Algeziras, was driven under our guns, 

and obliged to come in. Sh^ was laden with wheat and barley, 
bound from 'Bm wk«iaJ»»Ca$z; and her cargo was condemned as 

a lawful priz^J

T h e  Enemy's bombardment was confiderably abated towards the 
clofe of the month. Their obje&s for fome time were the upper 
batteries, and particularly the Royal battery, whence they were 
greatly incommoded. They often attempted to reach Landport 

and the lines with grape from the advanced m ortars; but it feldom 
ranged farther than the Inundation. Our engineers, notwithftanding 
their fire, continued making fuch repairs as their cannonadc rendered 
neceffary.

A b o u t  two o’clock, on the morning of the ift: o f June, the June, 
gun and mortar boats faluted us as ufual, and wounded three or 
four men : they were in three divifions. W e returned the fire 
from different batteries between King’s baftion and Buena-Villa.
During this attach}, an incident happened, which I will beg leave 
to infert. A foldier, rambling about the town, accidentally found, 
in the ruins of a houfe, feverftl watches and other articles of value, 
which he immediately made prize o f ; but how to fccrete them 

afterwards, was a fubjett that required the utmoft reach of his

Y invention.
* Captain Williams, in thii aftion, took hit opponent; but tbe Crefcent, from fome 

unfortunate accidents, was compelled to furrender to her adverfary. Tha Crefcent was 
however retaken by the Flora ; but being greatly damaged, both (he and the Flora’* prize 
afterward* fell a prey 'to fome French cruifers.
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invention. He was fenfible he could not fecure them in his 
quarters, as every foldier of his^regiment was examined on his 
return to his bomb-proof from duty. He Tefolved, therefore, 

on a fingular expedient. Taking out the wad which ferved as a 
tompion to a gun on the King’s baftion, he lodged his prize, which 
was tied in his handkerchief, as far as h» could reach within the 
gun, and put the wad in its former place. In times of peace, he 
could not have devifed a better rep^fitory j but unfortunately the 
gun-boats coming the fame evening fait afleep in

his cafemate, not apprehending any danger 'to his fecrfyed treafure), 
this richly-loaded gun was one of the firft that wa? difcharged at 
the Enemy, and the foundation of his future greatneTs was difperfed 
in an inftant.

T h e  Enemy’s cannonade, in the beginning of June, decreafed to 
about five hundred rounds in the twenty-four h o u rs: the King’s, 

Or Black battery (as it was called by the Garrifon), with the two 
fourteen-gun batteries in their lines, were now filent.

T h e  morning of the 3d, the gun-boats repeated their vifit about 
the fame time as before. In this attack two ferjeants, of the 12th 
and 58th regiments, were killed, and two privates wounded: many 

fhells fell among the tents of the different regimental and two fhot 

in the hofpital-yard. A corporal, going with the relief at Land- 
port, had the muzzle of his firelock clofed, and the barrel twifted 
like a french-horn, by a fhell, without injury to his perfon. W e 

returned the fire from the town-batteries, hoping by that means 
to engage their attention from our camp. T he 4th, the Governor 
commemorated the anniverfary of His Majefty’s birth-day, by a 

falute at noon of twenty-three cannon, an4 forty-three mortars, 
being the number of ordnance that bore on the St; Carlos’s battery. 
The fire began at the Rock-mortar, fcconded .by the Old mole,

a n d



and fo on from right to left till the whole were difcharged : the 
Enemy, indulging themfelves asaUual with a jicjla, did not imme­
diately return our fire; but in the early part of the day, they had 
made the town pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice through the 
royal ftandard.

I n tiie courfe of the 4th, a tartan was taken coming in from 
the eaft : the crew, however, efcaped to the Garrifon in their boat. 
A Spaui ill fquadpfta 4^j ,w - of-battle (hips, three xebeques, and 

two bomb-kaches, alfo arrived the fame day at Algeziras, from 
aloft. W ithvthis reinforcement, their naval force before Gibraltar 
amounted to w o  fhips of the line, five xebeques, two kctches, 
feveral half-gallics and armed velTels, with fifteen or ilxteen gun and 
mortar boats. Thefe latter were become fo attive, that we could 

never prormfe"ourfelves a night’s repofc without being difturbed 

by a cannonade j and their attacks were more vexatious from the 
impoffibility of being able to retaliate, becaufe they prefented to us fo 
minute an objeft. Whenever the alarm was given of their approach, 
which was generally a little after midnight, the fouthern part of 
the rock was in immediate commotion. Their effeds had been 
found fo deftrudtive, that all were upon the look-out: the troops 
were ordered from their tents, to places where they were covered 
from the fhot j but the fhells were directed into the moft fequeftered 
receffes. Such was the terror of the miferable inhabitants, that 
many of them fled nearly naked to the remote parts of the rock 
and even here they could fcarcely deem themfelves fecure : in 
fliort, no fcene could be more deplorable than their diftrefs on 
thefe occafiontK

T he Enemy’s bombardment from the land was ftill continued 
with little variation : they appeared indeed to have no other objedt 
than the expenditure of ammunition. In their camp, large parties

Y z  were
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were conibntly bringing brufh-wood for fafcines from ,the country ; 

and others were employed in difemjsarking ftores, from fmall veffels 
which were daily arriving from all quarters.

T h e  9th, we were alarmed with the blowing-up of one of the 

Enemy’s magazines, iituated at a fmall diftance from the Catalonian 
camp to the weft of the Queen o f Spain’s chair. T he different 
explofions that fucceeded the firft, yefembled a continual roll o f 
fire, like repeated vollies of mufquetry f rc ^  circumftance
we conje&ured, that it was their repofitbry for live fhells, and 
fixed ammunition. Their drums immediately beat .0 arms j and 
the whole army, confiding o f thirteen battalions' befides cavalry, 

affembled in front of the camp. Parties were inftantly detached j 
but the fplinters of the (hells kept them for fome time at a con­
fiderable diftance. T he {hells however at length ccaled to difplode: 

they advanced, and removed powder, &c. from a neighbouring 
magazine to a place fouthward of the fire; where meeting after­
wards in great numbers, our artillery endeavoured to reach them 
with a large fhell from Willis’s } but the diftance was beyond the 
range of a lea-mortar. From the long continuance and fucceflive 

loud reports, it was thought they muft have fuftained great lofs, 
not only of ammunition, but of men ; as the fplinters were feen, 
with glafies, to range much farther thsn the fpot where the 
detachment firft affembled: and remarkable economy was after­
wards obferved in the article of (hells.

T h e  following day, a line-of-battlr (hip, proceeding from Point 
Mala to the eaftward, was fired upon from the Garrifon, and 
obliged to put about and anchor at Algeziras. A flag of truce 
came the day after to the New mole, to know the caufe of our 
firing upon her, being a Neapolitan man of war. T he Governor 
anfwered, that the firft (hot was to bring her t o ; which (he not

obeying,

1*4 H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E


