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W hen | folicited thfe honor
of being permitted, to place under Your
Majefty’s protectlon the following Work,
| was not |mpreffed with the idea, that the
excellence of the compofition, but that the
importance of thp fubjefl:;; might in fome
degree entitle it to that diftin&ion. The
Hiftory of an Event which reflects fo much

A 2 luftre
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luftre on Your Majefty’s Arms, could not,
I apprehended, however fgeble the execu-

tion, fo properly appear uader any other
aufpices.

TiaT Your Majefty may never be lefs
faithfully ferved, nor lefs fuccefsful againit
the Enemies of Your Crown and People, is
the fincere and fervent wifh of

YourR MAjJEsTY’s

much obliged and moft devoted
Subjeét and Servant,

Fobn Drinkwater.



P REVF A C E.

TuEe following Hiftory (as I have prefumed to call it}
is compiled from obfervations daily noted down upon
the Spot, for my own fatisfadtion and improvement ;
aflifted by the information and remarks of feveral
refpectable Chara&ers, who alfo were Eyc-witneflcs
of the tranfactions therein recorded.

DisarroINTED in my expe@ations of feeing this {fub-
je& undertaken by an abler Pen, nothing lefs than a
conviction that an accurate detail of this extraordinary
Siege might be ufeful, both in a military and hiftorical

view, could have induced me, at this late period, to
publifh.

In the profecution of this defign, one principal
difficulty has occurred. The work is addrefled to two-
clafles of Readers : thofe whofe principal object in the
perufal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might
find the relation too minute and circumftantial ; and

that,
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that, from the mnfertion of many particulars, which

thofe of the Military Profedlion would greatly blame
an author for prefuming to curtail, *or omit.

Wirn the former, it is hoped that the neceflary
connexicn of fome Events (which at firft may appear
trivial) with the great bufinefs of the Hiftory, will be
fome apology ; and I have endeavoured to diverfify the
narrative, by fuch Anecdotes and Obfervations as will
occafionally relieve or awaken the attention. To the
latter I fhall not attempt any apology. The late Siege
of Gibraltar afforded many inftances of very fingular
exertions in the Art of Attack and Defence, the minutiz
of which cannot be without* their utility to thofe
Officers who make a fcience of their profeflion ; and
they muft be fenfible, that without pointed exaétnefs,
this Defign could not have been aécdmplifhed.-—ln thort,
it muft be remembered, that the Hiftory of this Siege is
not that of a Monzh, or of a ¥ ear, but that it embraces
a period of ncar rour vears, exhibiting a feries of
operations perhaps unparalleied. |

THE



[ ovii )
Tue Plans, I preﬁlme, will be found tolerably
corre@ ; and, with the Views, are fuch as will be
fufficiently illuftrative of the narration,

To Major VairorToN, the Governor's Firft Aide-
de-Camp, and Lieut. HorLoway, Aide-de-Camp to
the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleafure in this
opportunity of returning thanks for the favour of many
kind communications; alfo to other Officers of Rank,
whofe names I have not their permiffion to infert. I
muft alfo acknowledge having derived confiderable
afliftance, in the two introdu&ory Chapters, from the
Hiftory of the Herculean S8traits. — Great additions
have however been introduced ; and I flatter myfclf
upon the whole, that thofe Chapters will not prove an
unacceptable part of the Work, fince they will render
it as complete a GeNiraL HisTory or GIBRALTAR as
moft Readers will require.

ADVER-
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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE |

SECOND EDINION.

IT was my wifh to render this Work as complete, at
the firft, as my abilities and information would permit:
I omitted therefore no material circumftance, which,
previous to the publi'cation, came within my knovx:{-‘:-’
ledge. Some improvements, however, hav’vé' fince
occurred ; and, though the omiflion of them in thc
former Edition by no means affe@s the general object
of the Hiftory, I thought it my duty to infert them
in this, o

I am chiefly indebted to the candid criticifm of
fome refpe@able Friefids, for whatever corre&ioné in the
ftyle there may be in the prefent Volume ; nor could I,
without difrefped to them, .and indeed to my Readers
in general, negle@& an opportunity of rendering the

'narrative more perfect and agreeable.

THE
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Tae kind reception with which this attempt has been.
favoured by the Public, was, I muft confefs, beyond
my moft -fanguine ekpe@ation. It is in compliance
with their judgemght, that I have been tempted to
venture upon a Secgd Edition. I fend it forth, how-
ever, with all that difidence which a conicioufnefs
of my own powers ought to infpirc; and, however
flattering fuch fuccefs may be to a young Author,
I truft, I (hall not be found fo ignorant of myfelf, as
to be unreafonably elated, or attribute to my own
merits what I am certain is rather to be afcribed to
the interefting nature of the fubjec.
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SIEGE or GIBRALTAR.

CHAPTER I

General biffory of Gibraltar, fince it was firft noticed.—Fortsfed under
zbe Saracen empire.—~Reduétion of the fortrefs by Ferdinand, of C'qf-
tile.~Retaken by the Moors.—Finally recovéred by the Chriftians.—
Taken by the Englyb.—Bofieged éy the Spaniards in 17035 ; qﬁer—
wards in 1727 ==Succeffion of .G ogierniors. to the prefent time.

GIBRALT AR is fituated ‘in Andalufia, the moft fouthern pro-
vince of ‘Spain. The Rock is feven miles in circnmfefence, fprmmg
@ promontory threc.miles long ; and is joined to the continent by
an ifthmus of low fand : the fonthern extremity Jies in 36° 2 30"
"N, lat. and in §° 1§’ W long. from the meridian of “London.

HisTorians, from very ey periods, have noticed Gibraltar,
or. Mans Cafpe, by a well-known aythological fition, denominating
it, ‘and Mens. A@'ld. -on the oppofite coaft of Africa, the Pillars of
Hercules:- Tt does not howewer appear-that the hill was ever inha-

‘bited by-the Pbﬁimmans, Carthggmmns, of Romans, who in the
#ift ages of navigation vifited the bay, gnd built cities in its neigh-
_'ban}mod or that: it ever engaged’ the attention of. thofe intrepid
Antl fuccefsful Batbanam"who fo vivlently fubverted the :Rosian

B <mpire,
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empire, ‘and cftablithed d new government in Spain. The period
when it began to be remarkaDBhs, for the: natural ftrength of its fitua-'
tion, feems well afcertained fo be in the beginning of the ei‘ght!’ln
century, when the Saracens (then becogie a powerful nation in thy:
caft, and along the coaft of Africa) indecd Spain, and foon afte\
made themfelves mafters of the whole country.

Tue Gothic kingdom, which had exifted in Spain for 300 years,
was, previous to the invafion of the Saracens, diftracted with
inteftine divifions : the nation in general were become effeminate,
totally negleGting the military difcipline of their anceftors: and
their monarch Roderic, a profligate prince, not a little accelerated
their ruin, by ravithing the daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman
of great wealth and influence, and governor of Ceuta, in Africa.
Count Julian, to avenge the difhonour done to his family, combined
with other difcontented chiefs, who had long ccmplained, and
were ripe for a revolt. The tyrant was however too powerful for
whatever oppolition they alone could raife ; the Count therefore
fecretly retired with his family into Africa, and acquainting Moufa
(the Saracen governor of the weftern provinces) with the divided
ftate of the empire, promifed, if he would attempt to dethrone
Roderic, to affift him with his own intereft, and that of his friends..

Movusa, cautious and prudent, communicated the proje to his.
fovereign the Caliph Al Walid Ebn Abdalmalic, who agreed to try
the practicability of it: and, to in{pect more accurately the ftate of
affairs, fent over a fmall detachment. One hundred horfe, and four
hundred font, were accordingly embarked in the year 711, under
the command of Tarif Ebn Zarga, attended by Count Julian, and
other Gothic noblemen : this fmall force foon pafled the Herculean
Straits, and landed on the coaft near the prefent town of Algeziras,
where finding no oppolition, and the country almoft defencelefs, the

' - Saracen
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Saracen general ravaged the neighbouring/ towns, and returned laden
with fpoils, to report the fuccefseof s firft expedition.

Mousa, clated with th? flattering profpe&, the following year
aflembled an army of 12,000 men, and Tarif was appoiuted to the
chief command. Having {upplicd himfIt with provifions and ftores,
Tarif once more embarkdd on the rapid Strait, aud landed on the
ifthmus between Mons Calpe and the continent.  The object of this
invafion being of a more ferious nature than that of the former, he
determined to feccure an intercourfe with Afvica, by eftablithing a
poft on the coaft; and, preferring the ftrong nawral fituation®of
Mons Calpe, gave orders to ere¢i a caftle on the face of the hill,
which might anfwer the original purpofe, and alfo cover his retreat,
in cafe he thould be unfortuiite in his fature operations. The
fuperior part of this once magnificent pile at prefent remains ; and,
from an infcription difcovered over the principal gate, before it was
pulled down, the period of its being finithed is afcertained to be
about the year of our Lord 725.

TaRr1r, leaving a garrifon at the foot of Mons Calpe (which was
now called by the Saracens, in compliment to their general, Gibe/-
Tarif, or the mountain of Tarif, and thence GiBRALTAR) marched
into the country, and furprifed many towns, amongft which was
Heraclea, or Carteia, fituated on the coaft of the bay, about four
miles diftant from Gibel-Tarif.

Kine Roprric, receiving intelligence of Tarif’s approach,
affembled a numerous body gf troops to oppofe his progrefs. Both
armies met, after feveral fkirmifthes, near Xeres, in Andalufia, and
a bloody confliét enfued. The victory was for a long time doubtful ;
but the Gothic army being raw and undifciplined, and part difaffected
and joining the Saracens, Tarif at length prevailed, and *by this
vi&ory was left in pofleflion of the wholc kingdom.

' B 2 Tux
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Tue Goths, or Spanib% as we will now call them, twers
driven by the rapid conqueft§ of sthe invaders into the pmvitidas,
of Afturias, Bifcay, &c. wherg, like the ancient Britons, they
maintained a ftrenuous and refpe&abls‘ oppofition. By degrccc(
they re-affumed their former difcipline and valour, while their,
conquerors declined into luxury and qﬁ’emmacy they made
feveral excurfions from the mountains,” recovering, after many
obftinate actions, great part of the northern provinces. This
fuccefs encouraged them to attempt the total rejetion of the
Arabic yoke. Meafures were concerted among the chiefs, to att
with union and with vigour. Thc Infidels were attacked and
routed in fucceffive engagements ; and the kingdoms of Afturias,
Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and Caftile, ere¢ted under different
monarchs.

G1BRALTAR, during thefe tranfaftions, increafed in impdttance,
though not in an equal degree with the neighbouring city of
Algeziras, which had been built, pofterior to Gibraltar, on the
oppofite fhore of the bay, and was then become a fortrefs of great
magnificence and ﬁrength This celebrated city feems' totally to
have obfcured Gibraltar in the hiftories of thofe times, fince very
trifling mention is made of the latter, till the beginning of the
fourteenth century, when we learn, that Ferdinand, king of Caftile,
in the courfe of his conquefts, firft took it (with a {mall detach-
ment) from the Infidels.

. GIBRALTAR could not at this period be very ftrong, as it fell fo
cafy a prey to the Chriftians, whofe-army had heen, and at that
time was employed in the fiege of Algeziras. It does not however
appear that Ferdinand was equally ficeefsful in his operations' ag'ainﬂ:
that city ; for we find, in -the year 1316, the.Moofs of Grenada
applying to the Emperor of Fez for fuccour : ‘and, to facilitate their

reception,
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mepxm, Algeziras, and other cities on,fhe coaft, were put into the
handz of the Africans. We may'theTefore conclude, that Ferdinand
}::as'obliged to withdraw from before’ Algeziras, and that he after-
ards dire&ed his force aggint the Infidels in a more vulnerable part,
whxch induced them to apply for the afliftance )uﬁ; mentioned.

GIBRALTAR continued in the pofleflion of the Spaniards till
1333, when Abomeligue, fon of the Emperor of Fez, was difpatched
with further afliftance to the Moorifh king of Grenada, and landing
at Algeziras, immediately laid fiege to Gibraltar, whilft the Grena-
dians were making diverfions elfewheré. Alonzo XI was then on the
throne of Caftile ; and intelligence was immediately fent to inform
him of the defcent of the Africans. He was, however, prevented
from marching to the relief of Gibraltar by a rebellion in his king-
dom, and by the approach of Mahomet, king of Grenada, towards
his frontiers. Abomelique commenced his attack on the caftle with
great judgement and bravery, and the Spanith Governor Vafco Perez
de Meyra defended it with equal obftintacy ; but Perez having em-
bezzled the money which was advanced to victual the garrifon, . the
trQops and inhabitants fuffered great diftrefs ; and no profpect of relief
offering, he Was compelled, after five months fiege, to imrender.

“Aronzo having quelled the rebellion, and obliged Mahomet to
retire, was then marching to his affiftance, and was advanced within
a fhort diftance of Gibraltar, when he was informed of the capitula-
tion. He was refolved, neverthelefs, to attempt its recovery before
the Moors could victual and repair it + he accordingly proceeded on
his route, and encamped before the town five days after it had fur-
rendered. Alonzo parted his army into three divifions; the main
body eccupied the ifthmus, the fecond he fent by boats to the red
fands, and the third climbed up the north of the hill above the town,
Several ferious attacks had been made on the caftle, when Mahomet,

king
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king of Grenada, joining A?x;x:llque’s forces, their combined army
encamped in the rear of the SPMyiands, extending acrofs the ifthmus
from the bay to the Mediterraheap. This pofition hemmed in’ the’
beficgers, debarred them from foraging, ('and cut off their commu-L
nication with the country. Alonzo, though thus critically firuated,
{lill maintained the fiege ; but at length, driven to great difliculties
for want of provifions, and hearing 1hat fome of his difaffected
fubjects, taking advantage of his abfence, were again in arms, he
hearkened to an acconunodation, and was permitted to retire with
his army.

To sx thus difgracefully compelled to raife the fiege, did not agree
with the ambitious and impatient temper of Alonzo: he fecretly
meditated a new attack, whenever an opportunity thould occur ;
and this intention was not a little ftrengthened by his fuccefs in the
year 1343-4, when Algeziras was taken, after a moft memorable
fiege. In 1349, the tumults and civil wars in Africa afforded him the
opportunity he waited for: great preparations were therefore made
for this expedition, which was not efteemed of inferior confequence
to the preceding fiege of Algeziras, as the Moors, fince the lofs of
that city, had paid great attention to the completion of the works,
and to the rendering of the place confiderably ftronger, by additional
fortifications : the garrifon was alfo numerous and well provided,
and of their choiceft troops.

Aronzo encamped before Gibraltar in the beginning of 1349, and
immediately laid wafte the delightful groves, gardens, and houfes of
pleafure, which were erected in its neighbourhood. The fiege was
commenced with great bravery ; and though the camp of the Caf-
tilians was much haraffed by the flying fquadrons of Grenadian
horfe, yet the caftle, in the courfe of feveral months, was almoft
reduced to a capitulation, At this critical period, a peftilential

diforder
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diforder fwept away numbers of the beﬁc’gcrs, and, among the reft,

‘Alonzo, who died, much lamentted, on the 26th of March, 1350;
jand the Spaniards immediately afterwards raifed the fiege.

“Tue defcendants of Abomelique continued in quiet poffeffion of
Gibraltar till 1410, wben Jufaf III, king of Grenada, availing
himfelf of the inteftine divifions which prevailed among the African
Moors, took pofleflion of the place. The inhabitants, however,
not relithing the government of their new mafters, unanimoufly
aevolted the following year againft the Grenadian Alcaide, drove him
with his garrifon out of 'the town, and wrote to the Emperor of
Morocco, to be taken again under his protection. - The Emperor
difpatched his brother Sayd, with 1000 horfe and 2000 foot, to their
affiftance. The King of Grenada, being informed that Sayd had
garrifoned the caftle, marched with an army, and fending his fleet
round to the bay, appeared before the place in 1411. Sayd advanced
to meet him, but, being worfted in feveral fkirmifhes, was obliged
to retreat within the caftle, and being clofely befieged, and reduced
to great diftrefs for want of provifions, was at laft compelled to
fubmit.

In 1435, Henry de Guzman Count de Niebla formed a defign of
attacking Gibraltar by land and fea ; but, imprudently fkirmithing
with the garrifon, from his gallies, before his fon John de Guzman
arrived with the land-forces, he was defeated, and forced to a preci-
pitate retreat ; in which confufion he himfelf loft his life, and many
of his followers were killed and drowned.

In 1462, a civil war breaking tut in Grenada, great part of the
garrifon of Gibraltar was withdrawn, to affift one of the compcutors
for the crown : the governor of Tarifa had intelligence of this by a
Mom, who had left the town, and embraced the Chriftian faith.

An



s H;s'rom' OF THE LATE

Anartoy was accordmgly a‘ti‘gmbled from the neighbouring garrifons,
and Gibraltar was befieged. “Thednhabitants defended it with great,
refolution ; ; but frefth troops Joining the befiegers, the garrifon fur«
rendered to John de Guzman, Duke de Mcdum Sidonia, {fon of thd
wnfortunate Count de Nicbla) who, hearing that the place was
reduced to great diftrefs, hafted to the camp, and arrived juft in time
‘to be prefent when the Moors capitulated.  From this period it has
remained in the hands of the Chriftians, after having been in the
pofleffion of the Mahometans 748 vears. The ncws of this conquelt
was o acceptable to Henry IV, of Caftile-and Leon, that he added
it to his royal titles, and gave it for arms, * Gules, a caftle, proper,
with a key pendent to the gate, o7, (alluding to its being the key to
the Mediterranean) ; which arms have ever fince been continued.
Pedro de Porras was appointed governor ; but the fucceeding year
King Henry made 2 journey to Gibraltar, and fuperfeded him,
giving the command to Don Bertrand de la Cueva, Count Lederma,
svho placed the truft in the hands of Stephano Villacreces : the Duke
de Medina Sidonia, however, afterwards recovered, and enjoyed it,

till the reign of Fegdinand and Ifabella in 1502, when it was annexed
to the crown.

In the year 1540, Piali Hamet, onc of Barbaroffa’s captains,
furprifed and pillaged Gibraltar, making prifoners many of the prin-
cipal inhabitants ; but being met on his return by fome gallics from
Sicily, the Corfairs were all killed, or takcn, and the prifoners
redeemed.

In tlse reign of Charles V, the fomﬁnatlons of the town: Wc:e‘
rnodermfed ‘and {feveral additiohs made by Daniel Spe?:k y the
Emperor's.engineer ; after which the garrifon was thoughit 45
‘ampmggablc.wf‘mm this time there appears a chafiy inthé hiftory

ot
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of the gartifon till the year {704, when- Gibraltar was wrefted (moft
probably for ever) from the dominion of Spain, by the Englith,
under 8ir George Rooke. This Admiral had ben fent into the
Mediterranean, with a ﬁrong ﬁcct, in the {pring of 1704, to afiift
Charles arch-duke of Aliftria in obtaining the crown of Spain ;
but, his inftructions bcxng limited, nothing of importance was
done. Senfible of the rcﬂexxons that would fall on him, for being
inactive with fo powerful a fleet, he held a council of war, on
the 17th of July, 1704, near Tetuan, where feveral fchemes were
pr opofed, particularly a fecand attack upon Cadiz, which however
‘was found inpracticable for want of a-fuflicient body of land-forces.
At length it was refolved to make a fudden and vigorous attempt
on Gibraltar. ‘

Tur 21t of the fame month, the fleet arrived in the Bay; and
1800 men, Engleh and Dutch, commanded by the Prince of Hefle
D’Armftadt, were landed on the iithmus. The Prince then fum-
moned the garrifon ; but the Governor refufing to furrender, pre-
parations were made for the attack. By day-break on the z3d, the
thips appointed to cannonade the town, under Admirals Byng and
Vanderduflen, with thofe that were deftined to batter the New
mole, commanded by Captain Hicks, were at their feveral ftapions.
The Admiral nza.de the fignal tu begin the cannonade, which was
performed with great vivacity and effec, fo that the cnemy, in five
or fix hours, were driven from their guns, efpecially from the New-
mole head. The Admiral, confidering that by gaining that fortifi-
cation the town might fooner be reduced, ordered Captain Whitaker,
with the armed boats, to poflefs himfelf of it; but Captains Hicks
and Jumpﬁr, who lay next the mole, puthed athore with their.
pmnaccs, before the reft cate up ; whemupon the Spaniards fprung

a mme, whxch blew. wp the foruﬁcmons, killed 2 lieutenants and
40 mien, and wounded 60. The affailants neverthelefs kept poﬂ‘cﬂ’mn
- C of
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of the work, and bemg joihed by Captain Whitaker, advanced and
took a fmall baftion*, half-way . béaween the mole and the town.
The Marquis de Salines, wht was governor, being again fum-
moned, thought proper to capmtulatc hoftages were therefore'

exchanged, and the Prince of Heifc, on the 24th, took poflefion
of the gates. - -

NOTWITHSTANDING the works were very ftrong, mounting
100 pieces of ordnance, well appointed with ammunition and ftores ;
yet the Garrifon, at moft, confifted only of 150 men, exclufive of
thé inhabitants. The Marquis marched out with all the honours of
war, and the Spaniards who chofe to remain were allowed, the fame
privileges they had enjoyed under King Charles II.  The lofs of the
Englith in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 mafter, 57 failors, killed;
1 captain, 7 lieutenants, 1 boatfwain, 207 failors, wounded.

Tue Prince of Hefle remained governor; and as many men as
could well be fpared from the fleet, were left as a garrifon.  Sir
George afterwards failed for Tetuan, to wood and water. This
being performed, he fteered up the Mediterranean, and on the 13th
of Auguft, off Malaga, engaged the French fleet, under the com-
mand of Count de Touloufe. The action was long and warm ; but
many of the Englith fhips, having. expended a great quantity of
ammunition in taking Gibraltar, were foon obliged to quit the line;
which gave the enemy a decided fuperiority. The engagement ended
in a drawn battle ; and Sir George returned to Gibraltar, where he
ftayed eight days to refit ; and then fupplying the Prince with what
men and provifions he could fpare,  failed thence on the 4th of
Sepbembcr, N.S. cn his way home, leaving 18 men of war, under
the command of Sir | fohn Leake, at Lifbon, to be in readmefs t0~
fuccour the gax‘nfon, 1f there thould be occafion. |

Tax
* Thc prefent eight—gun battery.. .
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Tur Courts of Madrid and Paris were greatly concerned at the
lofs of fo important a fortrefs® as Gibraltar, and, confidering its
recovery of the laft confequence to the caufe, the Marquis de Villa-
darias, a grandee of Spain, was ordered to befiege, and endeavour to
retake it. The Prince, apprifed of their intentions, and being
further informed that they were to be affifted by a naval force from
Toulon, fent advice to Sir John Leake, requefting afliftance and
{upplies.  Sir John prepared for this duty; but in the mean time
a ficet of French fhips arrived, and landed fix battalions, which
Joined the Spanifh army.  After difembarking their reinforcements,
the French fquadron proceeded to the weftward, leaving only'ﬁx
frigates in the Bay.

On the 11th of O&ober, the Marquis opened his trenches agdin{t
the town ; and foon after, Sir John arrived with 20 fail of Englith
and Dutch thips : hearing, however, that the Enemy were preparing
to attack him with a fuperior force, he thought it moft eligible
immediately to return and refit, that he might be in a better con-
dition to fupply and affift the garrifon, in a fecond expedition, for
which he had very prudently directed preparations to be made at
Lifbon in his abfence. The 25th Sir John again put to fea; and
on the 29th unexpectedly entering the Bay, furprifed three frigates,
a fire-thip, two Englith prizes, a tartan, and a ftore-thip. He
then landed the reinforcements, and fupplicd the garrifon with fix
months provifions and ammunition, at the fame time detaching on
fhore a body of goo failors to aflift in repairing the breaches which
had been made by the enemy's fire. The arrival of the Admiral
was very opportune and critical ; for that very night the Marquis
‘had refolved to attack the place by fea and land at five different points;
for which purpofe he had,aflembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &c.

THOVGH difappointed in their defigns, the Spaniards ﬁill,&htcr»
tained hopes of taking the fortrefs ; and fuppofing the troops would
C 2 be
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be lefs on their guard whilé the flect was in the Bay, they formed
the defperate fcheme of furprifing $he garrifon, though the Britith
Admiral was before the town.” The 31t of Ottober, 500 volunteers
took the facrament, never to return till they had taken Gibraltar.
Thjs forlorn party was conducted by a goat-herd to the fouth fide of
the rock, near the cave-guard (at that time called the pafs of locuft-
trees). Fortune, in the beginning, fo far favourcd the enterprife, that
they mounted the rock, and lodged themfelves unperceived the firft
night in 8t. Michael’s cave ; the fucceeding night they fcaled Charles
the Vith's wall ; furprifed and put to death.the guard at Middle-hill,
where afterwards, by ropes and ladders, they got up feveral hundreds
of the party who had been ordered to fuftain them; but being dif-
covered, a ftrong detachment of grenadiers marched up immediately
from the town, and attacked them with fuch fpirit, that 160 of
them were killed, or driven over the precipice, and a colonel and
30 officers, with the remainder, taken prifoners. Thefe brave, but
unfortunate adventurérs, were to have been fupported by a body of
French troops, and fome feints were to have been made below to
engage the attention of the garrifon ; but the commanding officers.
difagreeing, they were left to their fortune.

Sir Jonn LeakE was not idle whilft he remained in the Bay, but'
was continually alarming the enemy on their coafts.  The 22d of
November he had information, by one of his cruifers, that a ftrong
fquadron was fitting out at Cadiz, which would be foon ready for
fea ; and recciving further intelligence, that a convoy, fitted out from
Lifbon for the relief of Gibraltar, was on their way, he prepared to-
join them off Lagos, in order to prose&t them paft Cadiz ; but was.
confined within the Straits by a wefterly wind. The Prince, in the-
mean time, redoubled his exertions. to prevent the enemy’s defigns,.
who flattered themfelves, that on the arrival of their fleet from.
Cadiz, Sir John would be obliged to retire,. and the garrifon fur-

render.
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reﬂder to their united attacks. Their fire was continued with
additional vivacity, many cannon#in,the place were difmounted, and
the works were materially injured in different parts.

ArFAIRs werein this fituation, when part of the long-withed-for
fuccours arrived on the 7th of September; and two days following,
the remainder came in Wlth near 2000 men, with proportionable
ammunition and provifions. They failed from Litbon under convoy
of four frigates, and thought themfelves fafe on difcovering, off Cape
Spartel, a fleet of men of war, under Englifh and Dutch colours :
expecing to meet Sir John, with the combined fleet, at the entrance
of the Straits, they endeavoured to join them, but fortunately were
becalmed : they then hoifted out their boats to tow the fhips, when,
percmvm g the men of war extend themfelves in form of a half-moon,
in order to furround them, they began to fufpet fome deception, and
accordingly made a private fignal, which totally {ruftrated the Ene-
my’s meafures, who were thereby difcovered,. and, ftriking their falfe
colours, endeavoured to fall upon the tranfports; but thefe latter,
being lighter veffels, efcaped by their ears, and, night coming on,
fteered for the Bay, with the lofs only of two tranfports, It was
now thought no longer neceflary to detain the flect in the Bay, or on
the coaft; efpecially when Monfieur Pointis was fo near, with a-
fuperior force. Sir John accordingly arrived at Lifbon the latter end
of the year.

Tue Spanith General being reinforced with a confiderable body of
infantry, on the 11th of January 1705, made an attack with 6o
grenadiers on the works at the extremity of the King’s lines; but, two;
officers and feveral othets being killed, the reft retreated. This
sepulfe did not, however, difcourage him; for early the fucceeding
day, the attack was renewed by 5 or 600 grenadiers, French and
W’alons, ﬁxpported by 1000 Spamards, under Licut, Gen. Tuy.

Their
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Their difpofition was to ftorm a breach which had been made in the
Round tower, at the extremity of the King's lines, and another in the
intrenchmeat on the hill.  Fhe rctrenchment which covered the
latter breach, with part of the mtrcnchment joining the precipice
of the rock, was defended at night by a captain, three fubalterns,
and go men; but it was cuftomary for the captain to withdraw,
with two fubalterns and 6o men, at *day-break. “The Round
tower was defended by 1 8o men,-commanded by a lieutenant-colonel.
The Marquis, by deferters from the garrifon, had obtained intelli-
gence of the ftrength of thefe pofts, and concerted his attack accord -
ingly. The detachment for the upper breach mounted the rock
at dead of night, and concealed themfelves in the clefts till the
captain had withdrawn. They then advanced to the point of the
intrenchment, and, throwing grenades on the fubaltern and his party,
obliged them to retreat. At the fame time 300 men ftormed the Round
tower, where Lieut. Col. Barr made a vigorous defence, though the
cnemy, having paffed the breach above, annoyed him on the flank
with great ftones and grenades: obferving, however, the Spaniards
marching down to cut off his retreat from the town, he retired, and
by getting over the parapet of the King's lines, defcended into the
covert way, where the Englith guards were pofted. By this time
the garrifon was alarmed ; all the regimpents affembled at their proper
pofis; and Captain Fifher endeavoured to ftop the progrefs of the
enciny with 17 men, but was repulfed, and himfelf taken prifoner.
Licut. Col. Moncal, at laft, with 4 or 500 men, charged them with
fuch bravery, that they were repulfed, and the tower was retaken
after it had been in their poffefion upwards of an hour. Soon after
this attack, fix companies of Dutch troops, and 200 Englith fol-
dicrs, were rc,ccwed by the garrifon, with provifions and ftores.

Tue Spaniards and French were ftill obftinately bcnt on thc reco-
very of Gibraltar. The Marqms de Villadarias was fuperfeded by the
Marfhal
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Marthal 'l"eﬂ‘é a French general; and Monfieur: Pomus was’ dm&ed
to co-operate with the Marthal, in, blocking up the port  with his
fleet: The Marfhal joined the army,with four frefh battalions, befides
cight companies which had been fent before.  The ordnance, which
from conftant ufe had been greatly injured, were totally exchanged ;5
and the works, as they then ftood, were put in the beft repair.

Ture Englith Miniftry had been .informed of the enemy’s new
arrangements ; and, fenfible of the importance of Gibraltar, ordered
3 reinforcement, under Sir Thqgnas ‘Dilkes-and Sir John Hardy, to
join Admiral Sir John Leake at Lifbon. The junttion being effefted,
and his own fleet refitted, Sir John, on the 6th of March tatled
with 28 Englith, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguefe men of war, having
on board two battalions. Happily for the befieged, the mccﬁant
rains about this period had retarded the Mar(hal's operations, and
greatly diftrefled Monfieur Pointis, eight of whofe thips were forced
from their anchors by the ftrong wefterly wind, and obliged, on
the gth, to drive aloft. Thus were they fituated when the Britith
Admiral entered the Straits, and about half paft five, on the morn-~
ing of the 1oth, was almoft abreaft of Cabrita Point. The few
remaining fhips of the French fleet on his approach put to fea; and
Sir John, difcovering five fail making out of the Bay, and a gun
fired at them from the garrifon, .concluded that the town was fafe,
and immediately gave chace. ~ Thtee French fhips of the line were
taken, and the Admiral’s thip, and another, run athore and burnt.
Sir John afterwards looked into Malaga, where the fhi‘ps that had
been driven from the harbour had taken thelter ; but, hearing the
report of the guns, they had mpade the beft of their way to Toulon.

/ Sir John, finding the purfmt of them in vain, returned to Gibraltar,,
which was now io well fupplied, that Marthal Teflé withdrew his.
;roo’;zé*frém ‘the trenches, and formed a blockade; drawing an
intrenchment acrofs the ifthmus, to prevent the garrifon from
ravaging the country.

| In
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In the courfe of this ﬁcgc, the enemy did not lofe- fewer than‘
10,020 men, including thofe who, died of ficknefs, &e. Thc gar-
sifon loft about 400.

Tur Prince of Hefle remained in the p'!acc while the batterics
were repaired : he made alfo fome additions to the fortifications, and
left the garrifon much ftronger than it was before the,£ge” " The
Prince then joined the Arch-duke Charles at Lifffon, where the
combined flcet of England and Halland were aflembled, to fupport
that Prmcc in obtaining. :he crown.pf Spain.

- As the Arch-duke was refolved to try his fortune with the
Farl of Peterborough, in Valencia and Catalonia, the Prince of
Hefle was fent back to Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garrifon to
embark, and foon after was followed by the fleet; upen whote
arrival, the Arch-duke was reccived by the garrifon as lawful
fovereign of Spain. Having taken on board the Englith guards,
and three old rcgiments, lcavmg only two new battalions in the
town (as there was no danger to be apprehended £rom the enemy),
they proceeded, on the sth of Auguft for Valencia. = His Majefty
then appointed Major-general Ramos, who had been prefent during
the fiege, governor of beraltaﬂ and fent with him about 400 men
for its greater fecurity. General Ramos sfterwards refigned his
government, and was fucceeded. by Colonel Roger Elliot; during
whofe government, Gibraltar was made a free port, by afpecxal ordes
from her M.zjcﬁy, Queen Anne.

Thc followmg was the Govamom Mamfcﬁo on the occaﬁon.

“ BY the Hon. R.ogar Elliot, Colonel: Of one of her Magcﬁy 6
regiments of foot, and Gavernor of the c;ty awd gamfon of Gie

braltar. B
K WHEREAS
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«« Wurreas Her Majefty of Great-Britain, &c. hath been gra-
cioufly pleafed, by Her warrant go me, dated 19th February laft, ta
confirm Her former declarations f'or-th:. freedom of this port, and
to regulate and command me, not to permit any duty or impofition
whatfocver to be laid or received for any fhip or veflel, or for any
gaods, wares, merchandife, or provifions, imported or cxported
out Gieg_port ; but fhat the fame be free and open for all fhips
and v;ghqods, wares, merchandife, and provifions: Thefe are
to make known and publith Her faid Majefty’s Royal will and
pleafure ; and all perfons concerned are hereby ftrily required
"to take notice thereof, not prefuming to demand or receive any duty
or impofition whatfoever for any fhip or veflel, or for any goods,
wares, merchandife, or provifions, as they will anfwer the contrary
at their peril.

“ Grven at Gibraltar, April 1706.”

CoronEr CoNGREVE was commandant before 1714. He was
fucceeded by Colonel Cotton. In 1720 Gibraltar feems to have been
threatened by the Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanifh fortrefs in Barbary,
had then been befieged many years by the Moors; and a formi-
dable force, commanded by the Marquis de Leda, was affembled
in Gibraltar Bay, under pretence of relieving it, but with a fecret
intention of firft furprifing Gibraltar; for which purpofe they had
procuzed fcaling-ladders, &c. &c. This armament was not fitted
out fo fecretly, but the Britifh Miniftry had timely notice, and,
fufpeting fome finefle, difpatched orders to Colonel Kane, governor
of Minorca, immediately to embark a part of his garrifon, ‘and
repair to Gibraltar, under convoy of the fleet in the Mediterranean.
On his arrival he found Gibraltar ina very critical fituation; the
garrifon confifting only of three weak battalions, commanded by
Major Hetherington, who, except Major Batteroux, was the only

D field-
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ficld-officer in the place. Many officers were abfent, only fourteen
days provxﬁons in the ftorcs, and mapy Spaniards in the town, with
a fleet before its walls.  Such was thc feeble pofture of affairs when
he opportunely arrived with oo men, provxﬁons, and ammunition.
The Britith Commodore acted afterwards’in fo {pirited a manner,
that the Marqms de Leda was obliged to fail for Ceuta, thoughﬂ)@:‘.

continued of opinion that the garrlfon might have bcem by a
general aflanlt.

Tuis fcheme proving abortive, Gibraltar remained unmolefted:
till‘the latter end of the year 1726, when the Spaniards, who had
kept a watchful eye on the garrifon, affembled an army in the
neighbourhood of Algeziras. The 20th of January following, they
encamped on the plain below St. Roque, and began to eret a
battery on the beach to prote& their camp. Admiral Hopfon was
then at anchor in the Bay, with a very formidable fleet; but, as he
had not received any intelligence of hoftilitics having commenced
between the Courts of Great-Britain and Madrid, he was with
reluétance compelled to overlook the tranfporting of provifions,
artillery, and ammaunition, from Algeziras, (where they had formed
their dépdts,) to the camp.  Brigadier Kane, who had been a fecond
time ordered from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay alfo under fimilar em-
barraffments with the Admiral. The operations of the enemy,
however, tending towards a dire attack upon the garrifon, he
thought it prudent to order the Spaniards out of the town, and
 forbid their galies anchormg \mder h1s guns.

IT muft be underftood that Grbraltar had undergone confiderable
alterations fince the ficge of 1705 : feveral works had been erected
on the heights above the lines, which were dxﬁmguﬂhed by the
name of Willis’s batteries ; the Prince’s lines were alfo extended to
the extremity of the rock; and an inundation wes formed out of
the mora(s that was in front of the grand battery.

TH.E_
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Tue Count de Las Torres commanded the Spanifh forces,
amounting to near 20,000 mn; and foon after his camp was
forined, he advanced within reach of the garrifon. The Brigadier
thereupon difpatched a parley, to defire *° That he would withdraw
¢ from the range of his guns, otherwife he thould do his utmoft
e force him.” The Count anfwered, ¢ That, as the garrifon
“ could N‘nd no more than they had power to maintain, he
#* thould obey his Catholic Majefty’s orders, and encroach as far as
“ he was able.” Notwithftanding this infult, the Brigadier waved
«commencing hoftilities," till the Spaniards, by vthg:ir proceedings,
thould oblige him, in defence of his command.

In the beginning of February, Brigadier Clayton, the lieutenant-
governor, arrived with reinforcements, on board Sir Charles Wager’s
fleet; and a council of war was immediately fummoned, but the
refult was a determination not to fire upon the Spaniards. The 1oth
of February, the enemy brought materials for batteries, to the old
wind-mill, on the neutral ground; upon which the Licutenant-
governor again colle@ed the fenfe of the Admirals and Field-officers;
when in the fecond council it was unanimoufly agreed, that the
Spanith General had made open war, in encroaching fo far on the
liberties of the garrifon. 'This being their opinion, Brigadier
Clayton fent a parley to the Count, to know the reafon of his
breaking ground : to which the Count replied, that « he was on
“ his Mafter’s ground, and was not anfwerable to any other pcrfon
¢t for his conduct.” As this anfwer direCtly indicated the hoflile
intentions of the Spaniards, the Lieutenant-governor, in the cvening,
withdrew the ou‘t-‘guard, and, the fucceeding day in the afternoon,
opened the Oid mole and Willis’s batteries on their workmen.
"They perfifted, neverthelefs, in carrying on the work; and at night
‘a large party marched down to the Devil's tower, where they imme-
diately broke ground, and began a communication with their other

D2 work.
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work. This party were gréatly annoyed in marching to their poft,
but were foon under cover of thewock, where the guns could not
be deprefled to bear upon theni.

Numsers of the enemy deferted to the garrifon, by whom, on
the 17th, the Lieutenant-governor was informed that the e
conftruting a mine, in a cave under Willis’s, with an#ftention, if
poflible, to blow up that battery. ‘The engineers,” on this intel-
ligence, reconnoitred the cave; which, after fome difficulty, they
difcovered, with a fentry at the -entrance; and a party was imme-~
diately ftationed to annoy the communication with mufquetry. On
the morning of the 22d, the Count opened on the garrifon, with
17 pieces of cannon, befides mortars.  The day following, Briga-
dier Kane left the garrifon, to detach a reinforcement from Minorca,
In the mean time Sir Charles Wager and Admiral Hopfon, with
the flect under their command, were conftantly diftrefling the ene-
my, by intercepting their homeward-bound fhips; and the prizes
which were brought into the Bay, greatly benefited the befieged.
The 3d of March, the enemy opened a new battery of 22 guns on
the Old mole, and town; and on the 8th, another of 15 guns,
bearing alfo upon the Old mole, which, it ftems, proved a trouble
fome battery to the weftern flank of their approaches.

Tue Lieutenant-governor continued a conftant and well-dire@ed
fire from all the batteries that bore upon their works: but the
ordnance in general, being old, were burfting daily on the batteries ;,
by which accidents the garrifon experienced more cafualties than
from all the fire of the enemy. ‘The 27th, Col. Middleton’s
regiment arrived, alfo. fix companies and a half of Col. Hay’s,
with two engineers, a captain of artillery, and. feveral bombar~
diers, gunners, and matroffes ; with 140 recruits for the othes
regiments,

THE.
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Tue Admirals, the 2d of April, formed the defign of bombard-
ing Algeziras, whence the enemy were conftantly fupplied with
various articles of ammumnon butethe thips, after getting wnder
way, were becalmed, and obhged to come to anchor ; after which
the navy never gave themielves any further concern about annoying
Y in that quarter. On the 1oth, Colonel Cufby arrived in
the Soféffm with 5oo 'men, from Minorca; and two days fol-
lowing, the hdmxrals failed to the weftward, leaving Comi:odore
Davies behind, with fix men of war and the floops.  Sir Charles
did not return during the fiege. The 16th, the Lieutenant-governor
ordered two ferjeants, with ten men each, to advance from the
fpur-guard, under the rock, and along the caufeway, and alarm
the enemy in the trenches; giving them direCtions to retirc when
they found their guards fufliciently alarmed, when he intended to
falute them with grape, &c. from Willis's, and the lines. Thefe
orders were exccuted, and the enemy inftantly beat to arms ; but
the bombardicr appointed to give the fignal to the batteries, firing
too foon, the enemy faw through the defign, and retired without
any confiderable lofs. |

Lorp PorT™moORE, the governor, arrived, the 21ft, with a bat-
talion of guards, and another of the line ; alfo Colonel Watfon, of
the artillery, with feveral Noblemen as volunteers.  The 26th, the
Count opened a new battery, againft Willis’s, and the extremity of
Prince’s lines. Their batteries now mounted 6o cannon, befides
mortars. In the beginning of May, the garrifon had intelligence
that the enemy defigned an aflault: precautions were accordingly
taken, and the guns on the¢ lower defences loaded with grape.
TheSpaniards added flill to their approaches, and raifed various
communications to and from their advanced batterics. Towards
the 16th and 20th, their firing abated; but their engineers pro-
ceeded in advancing their trenches, On the 31ft, a veflel arrived

with
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with 375 barrels of powder from Lifbon. June the 3d, the Sole~
bay came in, with a further fupply,of 980 barrels of powder, and -
500 thirteen-inch thells, from Mahon. The firing continued- till
the 12th, when, about ten at night, Colonel Fitzgerald, of the
Irith brigade, beat a parley, and, being admitted into the garrifon,
delivered letters to Lord Portmore, from the Dutch Minifterrai’
the Court of Madrid, with a copy of the p‘rcliminachral
peace ; whereupon a fufpenfion of arms took place, axd all hoftilities
ceafed on both fides.

Tue garrifon loft, in the whole, about 300 killed and wounded ;

and 7o cannon, with 30 mortars, burft during the fiege. The
enemy'’s cafuals could never be afcertained. In killed, wounded, &c.
it was computed they loft near 3000 men.

- Wuen Lord Portmore and the Count agreed to a ceffation,
the Spaniards of courfe were compelled to forfake the mine under
Willig’s : their parties, however, taking pofleffion of it a fecond
time, his Lordihip confidered it as a breach of the articles of
ceffation, and reprefented it accordingly. The Count afterwards
withdrew : the works were difmantled and levelled, and the troops
retreated to their different cantonments,

'Tur Spaniards during this fiege never made the leaft attempt
to cut off the communication by fea; fo that the garrifon was
regularly fupplied with provifions and fafcines from Barbary, and
had a regular correfpondence with England.

. In 1728, the Parliament of Great-Britain addrefled his Majefty
King George I, to take effeCtual care, in the treaty then pending,
to preferve his undoubted right to Gibraltar, and the Ifland of
Minorca, Overtures had been made by hui,schMa_'ééﬁy George I, to

reftore
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reftore the former to Spain; if the Parliament would have con-
fented to fuch reftitution ; but the Minifter, finding an oppofition,
declined the bufinefs. In 1730, Liett. Gen. Sabine was governor
of Gibraltar. The Spanjards during his government ereted the
forts and lines acrofs the ifthmus, about a mile from the garrifon,
Which cﬁ"e&ually prevent any communication with the country,
and, as we T:ve cxperienced, are of confiderable advantage in cafe
of a fiege. Th‘? weftern fort, called St. Philip’s, entirely commands
the beft anchorage on the fide of the Bay next the garrifon.  Lieut.
Gen. Columbine fucceeded General Sabine, and he was fucceeded
by Licut. Gen. Hargrave.

GeNERAL BLaND was appointed governor in 1749, at which
time a general relief of troops took place. The eflablithment at
that period was, four battalions of infantry, and a conipany of
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk, and the Hon. General Herbert,
were feverally commandants in the abfence of General Bland ; and
in 1753 Licut. Gen. Fowkes wus deputed governor. Lord Tyrawley
fucceeded him, in whofe abfence the Earl of Panmure was comman-
dant. Earl Home was afterwards governor, and died there in 1761.
During the gox"erﬁmc‘fnt of this rjdb'lcman, about the year 1760, an
incident occurred, which, as 1t alarmed the garrifon very much at
that time, is deferving of notice, Two Britith regiments had been
a very confiderable time on that ftation, and, from the continuance
of the war, faw little profpeét of being relieved. Amongft thefe
a confpiracy was formed, by fome difaffected perfons, to furprife,
plunder, and maflacre the officers, and in fhort all whom they
judged to be averfe to their defizns. After fecuring the money which
was intended for the payment of the troops, thcy meant to purchafe
for themfelves a fecurel treat, by furrendering this fo much withed-
for fortrefs i into the hands of Spain. The numbers who Jomcd the
confpimtors weré not fewer than 730. An accidental quarrel, in a

wine-houfe,
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wine-houfe, defeated this dangerous proje@, and produced a dif-
covery. Reed, a private in the feventh regiment,” was exccuted on
the grand parade, as the rmglc‘adcr, and ten others were condemned.

Aftc the death of Lord Home, Colonel Tovey and Major-general
Parflow were each commandants, till the Hon. Lxcutenant-general
Cornwallis was appointed governor. Durmg this General’s ab
from the garrifon, Colonel Irwin was com¥nandant ; )ﬁ‘on General‘
Cornwallis leaving Gibraltar a fecond time, Majorfgeneral Bovp,
licutenant-governor, commanded. In this General's government,
the garrifon was confiderably ftrengthened with three new baftions
on the fea-line, and additional improvements at the fouthward.

In 1776, the RicuT Hox. GencraL GEORGE AUGUSTUS

EvrtorT was appointed Governor of that important fortrefs, and
joined his command in 1777.

In 1787, Gencral‘ Eliott, who had been honoured in 1783 with

the Order of the Bath for his glorious defence of Gibraltar, returned

to England; and Major-general O'Hara was appointed commandant
during his abfence.*

Vide page 345.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IL

Defeription of the Rock, with the fortifications and town of Gi-

*~braltar.—Remains of Moorifb architeture.—Natural Curiofities.
—Clismisr —Vegetationt—Fifh ; and whence fupplied with cattle,
&c.—Militdry effablifbment .~ Defeription of the Bay.—Adlgeziras.
—Some accounts of the ancient city of Carteia.—St. Rogque.~Con-
clufive remarks.

As the Hiftory which is to be the fubje@ of the following pages,
will be more in detail than the preceding narrative, it may on fome
accounts be neceflary, and cannot on any, I flatter myfelf, be dif-
agreeable, to prefent the reader with a fhort defcription of this
celebrated Rock, and the fortifications which have been erected for
its defence.

TuEe Promontory, or rock, at the foot of which ftands the town,
is upwards of 1300 feet in height; proje@ting into the fea feveral
miles from the continent, to which it is conne&ted by an ifthmus of
low fand. This appearance makes it not improbable that Mons Calpe
has, in former ages, been totally furrounded by the fea. The north
front of the peninfula, which prefents itfelf to the main land, is of
various heights. The breadth of the ifthmus, at the foot of the
rock, is about goo yards; but it grows confiderably wider towards
ghe country. , Acrofs this Ifthmus, (which, with Gibraltar and the
oppofite coaft, forms the bayj the Spaniards have drawn a fortified
line at about a mile’s diftance from the garrifon, extending 1700
yards, and embracing both fhores: a fort of mafonry is ercéted at
cach extremity, mounting 23 or 24 guns each ; they ire of different
forms, and are called St. Philip and St. Barbara. The former of

E thefe
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thefe forts commands the beft and the ufual anchoring-place of
our thipping and fmall craft, and, My forming a crofs-fire with fort

St. Barbara on the neutral groupd, prevents all communication
between the garrifon and the country.

Tur Rock, as I have mentioned before, is wpwards of yavo
feet perpendicular above the level of the fea; and is fffarated by
a ridge from north to fouth, dividing it into two ftnequal parts.
The weftern front or divifion is a gradual flope, interfperfed withr
precipices ; but the oppofite fide, looking to the Mediterrancan, and-
the north front, facing the Spanifh lines, are both naturally very
fieep, and totally inacceffible. It is this peculiar circumftance
which forms the chief ftrength of Gibraltar.

Tuz Town is built at the foot of the north-weft face of the hill,
and is fortifted in an irregular manner. The communication with it
from the ifthmus, is by a long narrow caufeway (ferving as a dam
to an inundation), which is defended by a curtain, with two baftions,
mounting 26 piecé‘s of cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and glacis
well mined. Thefe, with the caufeway are warmly flanked by the
King’s, Queen’s, and Prince’s kines ; works cut in the rock with:
immenfe labour, and fcarped to be almoft inacceffible. Above the
lines are the batteries at Willis’s, and others at different heights,
until they crown the fummit of the rock, where feveral batteries
are ereted for cannon and mortars. ‘Thefe batteries, the loweft of
which is upwards of 400 fect above the neutral ground, mount
between 5o and 60 pieces of heavy ordnance, and entirely command
the ifthmus below. Exclufive of what ‘are here mentioned, additional
works of a fingular nature were projected in 1782, which, with
others in the lines, on a fimilar plan, that are (1789) executing.
under the direction of Major-general O’Hara, will render Gibraltar
(almoft) impregnable in that quarter. The Old mole,. to the weft

of
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of the Grand battery, forms alfo a very formidable flank, and, with
the lines, a crofs-firc on the gaufeway and neutral ground. This
battery has been found fo great an'annoyance to the befiegers, that,
by way of diftinction, it has long been known under the appellation
of the Devil’s tongue. Indeed, the ordnance in the lines, upon the
£5rand battery, and the Old mole, all together, exhibit fo formidable
an appeasance to a fpe@ator on the caufeway, that the entrance into
the garrifon 1s.called by the Spaniards, the Mouth of fire.

From the Grand battery, along the fea-line, looking towards
the Bay, the town is defended by the North, Montague’s*, Prince
of Orange’s, King’s, and South baftions; the line-wall er curtains
between which, mount many cannon and mortars. Montague’s,
Prince of Orange’s, and King’s baftions, have been erected lately.
The latter is a very complete piece of fortification, commanding the
Bay from New to Old mole heads, and mounting twelve thicty-two
pounders, and four ten-inch howitzers in front, ten guns and
howitzers on its flanks, and has cafemates for §oo men, with kitchens
and ovens for cooking, Montague’s is much fmaller, mounts only
12 pieces of cannon, but has a cafemate for 200 men, communicating
with the Old mole. In 1782 the engineers began a cavalier upon
this baftion for two guns; but it was not finithed till after the
grand attack in September. .Anothcr work of this nature was
likewife eretted in the beginning of the blockade, for five guns, on
the north baftion of the Grand battery. The town on the fea-line
is not lefs protected by natural defences, than by fortifications,
A fhoal of fharp rocks extends along the frout far into the Bay,
and prevents fhips of large burthen from approaching very ne#t
the walls. |

_ L 2 : From

* Thefs baftions and the conneing curtains were fo much injurcd in the laft fiege, that it
.was thought neceflary to firengthen this part of the town, by an extenfive line of new works,
projectiiig fome diftance into the fea, the foundations of which were laid in 1788, Some
additions are alfo in contemplation for the Grand battery and Land-port.
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Frowm the South baftion (which is confiderably higher than the
reft of the works, in order to protat the town from the eminences
on the red fands) a curtain extcné§ up the face of the hill, and con-
cludes, at an inaccefiible precipice, the works of the town. In
this curtain is the South-port gate, before which, and the fouth
baftion, is a dry ditch, witha covered way and glacis. At the eafl
end, on the declivity of the hill, abovesthe gate, is a large flat
baftion, conncéted with the curtain, and mounting 1& guns, bearing
on the bay, &c. Thiswork is covered by a demy-baftion that joins
the precipice. Above the precipice, an old Moorith wall is con-, .
tinued to the ridge of the rock; in the front of which a curtain
with loop-holes and redans (built in the reign of the Emperor
Charles V, and called aftcr his name) extends to the top, effeGtually
cutting off all communication in that quarter. Between the
Moorifth and Charles the Vth's walls, is the fignal-houfe ; whence,
on a ferene and clear day, the guard have almoft an unbounded
view of the Mediterranean, and can juft obferve a part of the
Atlantic ocean over the Spanith mountains, Signals formerly were
made at this poft, on the appearance of top-fail veflels from eaft
and weft; but foon after the commeneement of the late war, we
difcovered that the Spanifh cruifers were more frequently informed
of the approach of our friends by our fignals, than by their own.
The fignals were therefore difcontinued.

. TxuE above comprehends a general defcription of the fortifications
of the town, avoiding too minute a detail of each work. I fhall
therefore proceed in defcribing, in the fame general manner, the
~the works to the fouthward.

Frowm the South baftion a line-wall is continued along the beack
to the New mole, where an irregular fort is ereGted, mounting 26:
guns. This line-wall is divided by a fmall baftion of eight guns; and

i
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in its rear is a retired work, called the Princefs of Wales's lines; in
which are feveral ftrong batteries for the fea, Near the South battion,
though without the town, is a wharf called Ragged Staff, where
the fupplies for the garrifon are ufually landed, being convenicnt
from its vicinity to the viltualling-office and ftores. The commu-
nication to this quay, is by {piral wooden ftairs, and a draw-bridge
opening into the covert-%ay ; in front of which is a fmall work of
mafonry, mounting two guns. At the foot of the ftairs is the
bafon, where fhipping take in water. Two tanks are alfo appro-
Jpriated to this purpofe, near the Eight-gun baftion.

In the New mole there is depth of water fuflicient for a fhip of the
line to lie along-fide the wharf, and heave down. At the mole-head
is a circular battery for heavy metal, joined to the New-mole fort
by a ftrong wall, fraifed ; having a banquet for mufquetry, with
two embrafures opening towards the Bay. This mole, with the Old
mole at Waterport, were built for the accommodation of trading-
veflels : the former however is generally ocupied by men of war ;
and the latter, not having more than fix feet at low water, only
admits fmall craft to the wharfs : merchantmen of large burthen are
obliged therefore to anchor about half or three quarters of a mile
from Waterport, in feven or eight fathoms. But in time of war
this anchorage is commanded by the Spanith forts : they are confe-
quently, in cafe of a rupture with Spain, under the neceflity of
removing to the fouthward of the New mole, where the ground is fo
rocky and foul, that they are often in imminent danger during tic
ftrong foutherly winds. From the New-mole fort, to the north
end of Rofia Bay, the rock,is difficult of accefs; nevertiiclufs a
parapet is continued, and batteries are creted, as fituations dictate.
The works at Rofia are ftiong, and a& as flanks to e:ch other.
They are clofe along the beach, which is low, and have a retired
battery of eight guns in the rear.

| Tue
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Tur. Rock continues to aftend from the fouth point of Rofia
112y, by Parfon’s Lodge (behind which, upon an eminence, is a
new battery, ez barbet, on traverfing carriages), to Camp-guard, and
Buena Villa; fo called from the beautiful profpedt of the Bay, and
neighbouring kingdoms of Barbary and Spain, which is there pre-
fented to a fpe@ator. A line-wall is raifed, notwithftanding the
rock being inacceflible, with cannon =t different diftances. At
Buena Vifta there are feveral guns es barbet, which have great
command ; and the hill towards Europa is {lightly fortified, which
gives it the appearance, at a diftance, of an old caftle repaired. ~
The rock then defcends -by the Devil's Bowling-green, fo named
from the irregularity of its furface, to Little Bay. At this pcft,
which is totally furrounded with precipices, there is a barbet
battery, flanking the works to the New mole: thence the rock con-
tinues naturally fteep for a confiderable diftance, when the line-wall
and batteries recommence, and extend in an irrégular manner to
Europa Point, the fouthern extremity of the garrifon, though not
the fouthern point of Euarope.- The rock from this point is regu-
larly perpendicular to Europa advance, where a few batteries, and
a poft at the Cave-guard, terminate the works. The fortifications
along the fea-line at Europa do not however conftitute the principal
ftrength of that part of the garrifon. The retired and inacceffible
lines of Windmill-hill have great command, and being fituated
within mufquet-(hot of the fea, are very formidable, and of great
confequence in that quarter.

Tur preceding defcription, it is hoped, will be fufficiently expla-
natory, with the affiftance of the.annexed Engravings ; which,
though the fcale of the garrifon-plan, for obvious reafons, is very
minute, will yet point out the improvements that have been made
within thefe few years. The new baftions on the fea-line were
planned, and executed, by and under the dire@ion of the prefent

: Chief
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Chief Engineer, Major-general Sir William Green, Bart. Licut.
Gen. Sir Robert Boyd, K.B.* laid the foundation-ftene of the King's
baftion, in the abfence of General Cotnwallis, the governor. The
garrifon alfo underwent confiderable altcrations whilft he com-
manded: Windmill -hill was fortified, and other changes were effeéted
at the fouthward. The improvements on the northern front were
carried on under the direflon of Sir George Auguftus Eliott, K.B.
fince he was appointed to the government. The communication,
or gallery leading to St. George’s Hall, above Farringdon's battery
Queen’s-lines battery, and communication ; twa works of the fame
nature, which extend under the Queen’s battery (Willis’s¥), and in
the roch above Prince of Hefle's baftion ; are all fo fingularly con-
trived, and of fo formidable a nature, that all dire/? attacks by land,
henceforward, may be confidered as quixotifm and infanity.

Berore the interior part of the place is defcribed, it will not be
improper to conclude the defcription of its outer works, by inferting
an abflra& of the guns, howitzers, and mortars, mounted upon the
different batteries. ‘The original, from which this was copied, was

taken in the beginning of March, 1783.

Cannon. Mortars.  Howitzers.
Pro.24 o . . . 4llach . ., sijinch . .
Nature of Ordnance. 32z & 18 iz 9 6 & {13 10 8 4§ 10 8 5t
6 3 4
Serviceable Ordnance, mounted, ,7 122 104 70 16 z; 329 1 6 34]19 9.
Field Artillery, . . 4 8 . B ]
Serviceable Ordnance, 44 ﬁnom:xed 27 9 N 12 I T 2 0 I

———

77.149.113.74.16.31.61 | 29 . 3.13.065 { 15, 9.4
| - . ']

Total ferviccable in the garrifon, 6}; picces of artillery,

Tue Town is built on a bed of red fand, fimilar to thofc emi~
nences without South-port, which originally extended from Land-
port

® See page 290,

+ The Gallery under the Queen’s *battery has been continued by General O’Hara, and
wpw communicates with the Prince’s lines: it ig called the Union Gallery.
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port to the foot of the afcent to the fouth barracks. The buildings,
before the town was deftroyed in the late fiege, were compofed of
different materials, principally of tapia;* though, fince the Englith
have been in pofleffion of Gibraltar, many have been built of the
rock-ftone, plaftered, and blue-wathed on the outfide, to break the
powerful rays of the {un, which otherwife would be too glaring,
and prejudicial to the eyes. The modetn houfes were in general
covered with tiles ; but. the flat terraced roofs remained in thofe
cre@ted by the Spaniards, and in fome, the mirandas or towers,
whence the inhabitants, without removing from home, had a beau-~
tiful and extenfive profpect of the neighbouring coafts.

Or the buildings that are moft defcrvmg notice, the old Moorith
caftle is the moft confpicuous. ‘This antique ftructure is fituated on
the north-weft fide of the hill, and originally confifted of a triple
wall, the odter inclofure defcending to the water’s cdge but the
lower parts have long fince been removed, and the Grand battery
and Waterport fortifications erected on their ruins; and the firft,
or upper wall, would long ago have thared the fame fate, had it not
~ been found of fervice in covering the town from the Ifthemus, in cafe
of a fiege. The walls ftanding at prefent form an oblong fquare,
afcending the hill, at the upper angle of which is the principal
tower, where the Governor or Alcaide formerly refided. The ruins
of a Moorith mofque, or place of worthip, can be traced within the
- walls ; as alfo a neat morifque court, and refervoir for water: but
‘the latter cannot, without great difficulty, be difcovered by a ftranger.
A largc tower on the fouth-eaft wall has long been converted into 2
magazine for powder; and in ‘different places quarters were fitted up,
before the late fiege, for officers and two companies of foldiers, This

~caftle

* A cement confifting of mortar made of fand, lime, and ﬁu“g}l,‘ pebblc§, which 'bcin'g well
sempered, and wrought together in a frame, acquires great firength and folidicy,
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caftle was ereted, as I have mentioned before, by the Saracens or
Moors, on their firft invading Spain; and the prefent vencrable
remains are inconteftable proofs of itd magnificence, whilft it con-
tinued in their pofieffion, ‘

THE other principal buildings are the Convent, or Governor’s
quarters; the Lieut. Govérnor’s houfe, which isa modern ftructurc;
the Admiralty-houfe, formerly a monaftery of white friars; the
Soldiers barracks, Victualling-office, and Store-houfe. Befides thefe,
“there are the Spanith church, the Atarafana, or galley-houfe, and
fome other buildings, formerly of note, but now in ruins from the
fire of the Spaniards during the late ficge.*

AT the fouthward, are the South Barracks and the Navy Hofpital.
The former a ftately building, delightfully fituated, witha parade in
front, and two pavilions detached ; the whole capable of quartering
1200 men, and officers proportionate. The latter a capacious pile,
well adapted to the purpofe for which it was intended : it has an
area in the centre, with piazzas and a gallery above, by which the
fick may enjoy the fun, or thade, as they think proper: there are
apartments for 1000 men, with pavilions at each wing for the
‘accommodation and convenience of the furgeons and their attend-

.ants. This hofpital was originally ere@ed for the navy, in cafe a
Britith fleet fhould be ftationed in the Mediterranean ; but, on the
Spaniards bombarding the town in 1781, the Governor removed
into it the fick of the garrifon. At fome diftance, in the front of the
barracks, are two powder-magazines, in which the fupplies from
England are ufually depofited, before they are diftributed to the
‘other magazints. Thefe laft conclude the chief, I might fay almoft
-the -only buildings remaining on the rock after the late fiege; and
F their
*# Sinte the peace of 1783, the greafelt part of the town has been rebuilt, and (which'is
eather to'be regretted) oni the old fowidations.
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their prefervation was owing to their being kept in cohﬁunt repm
'by workmen purpofely appmnmod for that duty '

BrsIDES the remains of Moorifh arcb;te&:nre which have already
been mentioned, the following have been efteemed not unworthy
of notice. Within the town we find thg Galley-houfe, and part
of the Spanith church; slfo the Bomb-houfe, adjoining the line-
wall: and at the fouthward, ruins of Meorith buildings are dif-
cernible on Windmill-hill, and at Europa. The former are fituated
on an eminence, but no antiquarian can determine to what ufe
they were appropriated : fome-are of opinion they were burying-
vaults for perfons of rank; others fuppofe them a prifon; whilft,
in the garrifon, the whole is generally known by the name of the
Inquifition. At Europa, oppofite the guard-houfe, may be traced
the remains of a building erected by the Moors, but ufed by the
‘Spaniards as a chapel, and called Nueftra Sepora del Europa,  Along
‘the water’s edge, without the fortification, are alfo feveral ruins
of Moorifh walls ; and towards Europa ‘advance is a Moorith bath,,
called by the garrifon, the Nuns well. * It is funk eight feet deep in
the rock, is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and, to preferve the
water, has an arched roof, fuppotted by pillars. To the left of this
bath is a cave, under Windmill-hill, known by the name of Beef-
fieak cave; which was a common refidence for many of the inha-
bztants, durmg the late fiege. :

~ Tue hill abounds in cavities, that ferve: as receptacles for the
rain, None, however, is fo fingular and worthy of notice as.
St, Michacel’'s cave, on'the fide of the hill, in a line with the fouth:
barracks, about 1100 feet above the level of thefea. At the entrance.
are the remaine of a ftrong wall. The mouth is only five feet
wide ; but on defcending  flope of earth, it widens confiderably ;.
and, with the affiftance of torches, the openings of feveral fmaller
‘ caves,
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caves are difcovered. The outer cave is about 200 feet long, and
go broad. - The top appears t& be fupported by pillars of vaft
magnitude, formed by the perpetyal 8roppings of petrifying water,
the whole bearing geat gefemblance to the infide of a gloomy
Gothxc cathedral. |

THE feveral gradations in the progrefs of thefe petrifaitions are
eafily difcovered. In fome may be obferved finall capitals, defcend-
ing from the roof, whilft proportionable bafes rife underneath :
‘others again are formed of very fmall diameter; and a third clafs,
immenfely large, feem to fapport the roof of this wonderfut cavern.
Few ftrangers vifit Gibraltar but are conducted to view this cave ;
and numbers, with the afliftance of ropes and torches, have attempted
to explore the depth ; however, after defcending about 500 feet,
they have been obliged to return, by the grofs vapours which iffiied
from bencath. It was in this cave that the Spaniards concealed
themfelves in the fiege of 1727, when a party of them, unperceived,
got into the garrifon, at the Cave-guard, near Europa advance, but
afterwards failed in their enterprife. -

Turre are feveral other caves on different parts of the hill,
in which the water poflefles the fame petrifying qualities. One
under Middle-hill, called Pocoroca, was fitted up, previous to the
bombardment, for the Governor's reception ; but was afterwards
converted. into a powder-magazine, bcmg very convenient for the
battcr:es on the hexghts. ‘

AmoxcsT the namral' chriofities of Gibraltar, the petrified
boaes, found in the cavities of the rocks, have greatly attradked
the attention of the curious, Thefe bones are not found- in
one particular part, but have been difcovered in various: places
| at ‘a cmﬁdmb&c diftance from each other. From the roeks

F 2 ‘ ~ near
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near Rofia Bay, (without the line-wall) great quantities of . this
curious petrifaction have been colleéted, and fent home for the
infpection of naturalifts. Sorhe of the bones are of large diameter;
and, being broken with the rock, the marrow is eafily to be diftin-~
guithed. Colonel James, in his defcription of Gibraltar, mentions
an entirc human fkeleton being difcovered in the folid rock, at
the Prince’s lines ; which the miner bléw to picces: and in the
beginning of the late blockade, a party of miners, forming a cave
at Upper All's-well, in the lines, produced feveral bones that were
petrified to the rock, and appeared to have belonged to a large
bird: being prefent at the time, I procured feveral fragments ; but
in the bombardment of 1781, they were deftroyed with other
fimilar curiofities.

Tue hill is remarkable for the number of apes about its fummit,
which are faid not to be found in any other part of Spain. They
breed in inacceflible places, and frequently appear in large droves
with their young on their backs, on the weftern face of the hill.
It is imagined they were originally brought from Barbary by the
Moors, as a fimilar fpecies inhabit Mons Abyle, which, on that
account, is generally called Ape’s-hill. Red-legged partridges are
often found in coveys: ‘woodcocks and teal are fometimes feen ; and
wild rabbits are caught about Europa and Windmill-hill. The
garrifon-orders forbid officers to fhoot on the weftern fide of the
rock ; parties however often go in boats round Europa Point ta kill
wild pigeons, which are numerous in the caves.

EacLes and veltures annually vifit Gibraltar from Barbary, in
their way to the interior parts of Spain. The former breed in
the craggy parts of the rock, and, with the hawk, are often feen
towering round its fummit. Mofchetocs -are excecdmgly trouble-

fome towards the clofe of fummer ; and locuftggarc fometimes,

found.
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found.  The fcorpion, centipes, and other venomous reptiles, abound
amongit the rocks and old buildings ; and the harmlefs green lizard,
and fhake, are frequently caught by the foldiers, who, after drawing
their teeth, treat them with evcry mark of fondnefs.

Witu rcgard to the climate of Gibraltar, the inhabitants breathe
a temperate and wholefothe air, for moft part of the year. The
{fummer months of June, July, and Auguft, are exceflively warm,
with a perpetual ferene and clear fky : the heat is however allayed,
in a great meafure, by a conftant refrefhing breeze from the fea,
which ufually. fets in about ten in the forenoon, continuing till
almoft fun-fet ; and, from its invigorating and agreeable coolnefs,
is emphatically called  the Do&tor. The cold in winter is not fo
exceffive as in the neighbouring parts of the country. Snow falls
but feldom, and ice is a rarity: yet the Grenadian mountains in
Spain, and the lofty mountains in Africa, have fnow lying on them
for feveral months. Heavy rains, high winds, and moft tremendous
thunder, with dreadfully-vivid lightning, are the attendants on
December and January. The rain then pours down in torrents from
the hill, and, defcending with great rapidity, often choaks up the
drains with large ftones and rubbith, and fometimes does great
injury to the works; but thefe florms never are of long duration :
the fky foon clears up ; the heavy clouds difperfe ; the cheering fun
appears, and fufficiently compenfates for the horrors of the preceding
night. Itis during this feafon that the water that ferves the garrifon
for the enfuing fummer is colleted. The aqueduct, which conducts
it to the Fountain in the centre of the town, is extremely well
executed ; and wus conftruced by a Jefuit, when the Spaniards
were in pofleflion of Gibraltar. . It is ereted againft the bank of
fand, without South port, beginning to the fouthward of the
eight ~ gun. baftion, and,. colle@ing the rain - water that filters

thtough the fapd, conduéts it to the South port, and thence t;lo
e
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the Fountain. The water, thus firained and purified, is remaskably
clear and wholefome.

Tus appearance of the Rock is barrep and forbidding 3 as few
trees or fhrubs, excepting palmettos, are to be feen on the face of
the hill: yet it is not entirely deftitute of  vegetation ; wild herbs, :
of different kinds, fpring up in the interftices of the rocks, when
the periodical rains fet in, and afford fome trifling nourithment to
the bullocks, fheep, and goats,;that browfe upon the hill. The
ﬁrﬁ rains generally fall in September, or October, and continue
at_intervals: to refreth the garrifon till April or May. When they
ceafe, and the powerful rays of the fun have withered the little
verdure that appeared on the hill, nothing offers to the eye but
tharp uncouth rocks, and dried palmetto-buthes. The foil colleGred
in the low ground is however extremely rich and fertile, producing
variety of fruits and vegetables. Colonel James, in his elaborate
hiftory of Gibraltar, enumerates no lefs than joo different herbs,
which are to be found on various parts of the rock. Gibraltar con-
fequently muft be an excellent field of amufement to a botanit.

Tue garrifon, before the blockade of 1779, was chiefly fupplied
with roots and garden-ftuff’ from the gardens on the neutral ground,
which, being on a flat, could almeft conftantly (even in fummer)
be kept in a fate of vegetation, The proprietors of thefe gardens
were obliged totally to relinquith them when the Spaniards erected
their advanced works : from that period General Eliott encoura
cultivation within his own limits, by every poffible indulgence.
Many plots at ths fouthward were inclofed with walls, the ground
cleared of ftones and rubbith, and foil collected from other parts :
fo that with afliduity and perfeverance, after fome time, the produce,
during the winter feafon, was fo increafed as to be almoft equal to
the confumption; and probably, in the fpace of a few years, the

garrifon
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garrifon may be totally independent, in this article, of any aﬂ'xﬁanu.
from the neighbourhood.

GiBRALTAR, by being nearly furrounded by the fea, is exceed-
ingly well fupplied with fith: the John-doree, turbot, foal, falmon,
hake, . rock-cod, mullet,, and ranger, with great variety of lefs
note, are caught along the Spanith thore, and in different parts of
the Bay. Mackarel are alfo taken in vaft numbers during the
feafon, and thell-fith are fometimes brought from the neighbouring
parts.—The Moors, in ‘time of peace, fupply the garrifon with
ox-beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on moderate terms ; and from
Spain they procure pork, which is remarkable for its fweetnefs and
flavour.  Fruits of all kinds, fuch as melons, oranges, green figs,
grapes, pomegranates, &c. are brought in abundance from Barbary
and Portugal : and the beft wines are drank at very reafonable
prices. ‘

TuEe prefent military eftablithment* of Gibraltar confifts of fix
companies of artillery, nine regiments of the line, and a company of
artificers, -‘commanded by engineers; compofing an army of upwards
of 4000 men, officers included.  Before the late bombardment, the
troops were quartered in the barracks at the fouthward, and in
quarters fitted up out of the old Spanith- buildings in town. The
officers were diftributed in the fame manner ; but in cafc of rein-
forcements, and that government quarters were not fufficient for
their accommodation, billet-money was allowed in proportion to
rank, and the officers hired Iodgings from the inhabitants.

Tuz regxments, on thexr arrival in the garrifon, are entitled to
felt pmv;ﬁons from the ftores, in the following proportion. One
ratian for cach ferjeant, corporal, drummer, and private, confifting
of

1f of January 1790.
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of 71b. of bread, delivered. twice 2 week, beef 21b. 8 oz, pork
1 1b. butter 100z, peafe halfa gilon, asnd groats 3 pints : every
commiflioned and warrant officer, under a Captain, receives two'
yations, a Captain three, a Major and hieutenant-Colonel four, a
Colonel fix. In times of profound peace, officers generally receive
a compenfation in money for their provifions, or dnfpofc of them
to the fews, of whom there are great numbers in the garrifon,
who are always ready to purchafe, or take them in barter. The
troops are paid in curréncy, which, let the exchange of the gar-
rifon be above or below par, never varies to the non-commiffioned
and privates. A ferjeant receives weekly, as full garrifon-pay, one
dollar, fix reals, equal to nine-pence fterling, per diem ; acorporal,
and drummer, one dollar, one real, and five quartils, in fterling
about fix-pence, per diemn ; and a private, feven reals, or four-pence
half-penny fterling, per diem.. Officers receive their fubfiftence
according to the currency : thirty-fix pence per dollar is par. During
“the late bombardment, the exchange, for a confiderable time, was
.as high as forty-two pence, by which thofe gentlemen who were
"under the neceflity of drawing for their pay, loft fixipence in every
three fhillings ; and it feldom. was lower than forty pence whilft the
‘fiege continued. The coins current in Gibraltar are thofe ufed in
Spain. - All accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and quartils: the

two former, like the pound ﬁcrlmg, arc xmagmary ; the latter is a
xcoppcr coin,

 Tue Bay of Gibraltar, formed by the hcadlands of Cabrxta and
Europa Poiuts, is commodious, and feems intended by mature to
command the Straits: there are opportunmcs, howcver, when a
fleet may pafs unobterved by the garrifon ; for fuch is'the impéne-
trable thicknefs: of the mifts, which ufually. grcvaal. ‘uring the
cafterly winds, that many fhips have baffled the vigilance of the
cruifers, and gone through unnoticed : the fouth-wefterly winds,

particularly
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- pznxculariy at the equinox, are alfo often attended with fuch thick

‘ 1_weathcr, that veffels have paffed through and got into the
r without being fecn. |

Since Gibraltar ha,s "been in the pofleffion of the Englith, the
Bmmards have ercé‘ted in different patts of the Bay, feveral batteries
and forts for the protééhon of their fmall craft in war, and to
prevcnt their «coaft from being annoyed. . ’ﬁt Cabrita, which is a
bold rocky pmnt, are a barbct~battery and watch-tower, whcnc.e,‘
during the blockade, fignals of flags by day, and lights at mght,
were made to inform the Spanit  Cruifers at Algeziras, &c. of “the
approa.ch of any veflel towards the Bay, Thefe watch-towers
are diftributed, at fhort diftances, along the coaft for a confiderable
extent, to alarm the country, in cafe of a vifit from the Algermes,'
or when any other extraordinary circumftance bappens. To the
northward of Cabrita are two others, with a fortat the northern-
moft tower, wlnch is called San Garcia : the point on which the
latter are erected, pro;eéts, with 2 long reef of dangerous thoals and
rocks, confidérably into th Bay. The town'and ifland of Algesiras,
’Wlth thcxr battencs, then: appcar in view,

ArcEzIRAS lics oppofite to Gibraltar, about 5} milés acrofs the
Bay; .and,” fince the late ﬁcge, has greatly increafed in confequence
and wealth, = The ‘town was built and” fortified by the Saracens
about the year 714, .two years after their eftablithment at Gibraltar.
It is rﬁmarkablc for bcmg the placc wherc thofe mvaders ﬁr& dls~

@ the fucccﬁ‘wc wars whu:h toak piacc
the Spaniards, - Algeziras was: quuemly
G bcﬁtged
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befieged by the Kings of Caftile; and, when Gibraltar {o eafily fell
into the hands of the Chriftians in 310, this city refifted all their
efforts. At length, after a molt obftinate fiege in 3 344, ‘Algezitas
was compelled to furrender to the' vu‘?conous arms of Alonzo XI.
The ﬁegc continued twenty months, and moft of the Potentates in
Europe interefted themfelves in the event, by fending fuccours to
the Chriftian befiegers. The Englifh, under the Duke of Lan-
cafter, the Earls of Derby, Leicefter, Salifbury, and Lincoln,
particularly diftinguithed themfelves by their gallantry and conduct
durmg this memo;able corteft. It is worthy of remark, that
canfion are faid to have been firft mflfe ufe of in this fiege, by the
Moors againft the affailants; and the Englith, profiting by the
knowledge gained on this occalion, afterwards ufed them at the
glorious battle of Creffly. The Spaniards continued mafters of
the town till 1369, when the Moors of Grenada furprifed the city ;

but being unable to retain it, they demolithed the works, and carried
away the inhabitants captives.

- 'WairsT the Moors kept poﬂ'eﬁ'ion of Gibraltar, which was now
in its turn become a city of importance, the Spaniards never
attempted to rebuild Algeziras; and fill lefs did they efteem it an
objet worthy their attention, after Gibraltar fell into their hands.
The town, therefore, remained in ruins and defolate, excepting a
few fithermen’s huts, till the Spaniards, in the beginning of the
prefent century, thought proper, after the ceffion of Gibraltar to
Great-Britain, to repeople and fecure it by a few batteries towards
the fea, which alfo might occafionally protect their cruifers in
time of war. Since that period, from the conftant intergourfe and
trade which fubfifted between it and Gibraltar before the war of
1779 Algczlras is become a town of fome confequence and wealth ;
and, as a late writer has juftly expreffed, « like a phaemx, has rifen
*t out of its own athes, after being for ages in rums. |

Tm.-:
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Tue New Town is built to the northward of .the old city
(whofe venerable ruins ftill rexrfam) and is defended to the fouth-
ward by a battery of nine or ten guns, ereéted on an ifland fome
diftancé* from the fhore.  To the northward of the town is
another battery of fix guns, and a little farther, on an eminence,
one of 22, which was,x.'aifcd'by Admiral Barcelo, when he was
apprehenfive of an attack from Sir George Rodney in 1780.
Between the ifland and the town, fmall craft find tolerable (helter ;
but fhips of war, or of large burthen, anchor to the northward,
The lands round the ‘town are of latc much cultivated, and,
with the thipping, form, in the fpring, a pleafantly-variegated and
beautiful profpect to a fpeator at Gibraltar. A detachment or
regiment of infantry is conftantly on duty here, who, with thof of
the Spanith lines and neighbourhood, are under the command of
the commandant at St. Roque.

To THE northward of Algeziras are the rivers Palmones and Gua-
daranque: the former is the broader and deeper of the two, and was
the principal retreat of the Spanifh gun and mortar boats, when
they wanted repairs, after bombarding the garrifon. Admiral
Barcelo in this river alfo prepared the fire-thips he fent over in
June 1780. - On the eaft banks of the Guadaranque, near Rocadillo
Point, ‘where there is a fmall fort or tower, are the venerable ruins
of the once famous city of CarTera. This celebrated place,
fcarcely a ftone of which is now left to inform pofterity wheie it
ftood, is reported to have been built by the Phenicians, in-the firft ages
of navigation, when thofe adventurers vifited the extreme parts of the
then known world.  Hiftdrians mention it under the names of
Carteia, Heraclia, and Calpe Carteia. When the Car thaginians
became a powerful nation, and aimed at the fovereignty of $pam,
Carteia maintained its independence for fome time, till Hannibal,

according to Livy, ftormed the city, and demolifthed moft of its
G 2 ‘ works.
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works. When Scipio obliged the Carthaginians to quit Spain,
Carteia was a place of little importance.; but the Romans finding
it a convenient ﬁatxon for their navy, the city was increafed with
a Roman colony, and once more begandto rife into fpleddor and
magnificence.  After the memorable battle of Munda, Cneius
Pompey fled to Carteia, but, being purfucd, was obliged to leave
it precipitately. As‘ the Roman Empire declined, fo did Carteia ;
and probably, foon after the irruption of the Goths and Vandals,
it became almoft defolate and wafte, On the invafion of Spain by
the Saracens, that nation undoubtedly difmantled the buildings of
this famous city for materials to ere¢t Gibraltar and Algeziras. The
remains of a quay are ftill vifible, with fome few ruins of public
buildings, apparently Roman; and the country peafants, in tilling the
ground, often find various antique coins, which curious antiquarians.
have not thought unworthy of a place in their cabinets.

Havrr way between the Guadaranque and the garrifon, is another
fort and tower, called Point Mala, or Negro Point, to the north-
ward of which is the inland village of St. Roque. This is a fimall
infignificant town, though delightfully fituated, at about five miles
diftance from Gibraltar, - It was built by the Spaniards, in the be-
ginning of the prefent century, when the garrifon of Gibraltar
furrendered to Sir George Rooke. The Spanifh Commandant of
the Lines generally makes it his refidence ; and during the late
fiege, under the Duke de Crillon, the Count d’Artois, and the
Duke de Bourbon, had apartments in the town. Previous to the
war of 177¢ it was often frequented by the officers from Gibraltar;
and in the fpring and fummer feafons, Britith families refided there
for feveral months, fome for the benefit of their health, others
for pleafure. The combined army, during the late fiege, encamped
on the plains below St Roque, and landed all their ordnance,
and military ftores, a little to the weftward of Point Mala, neag
the Orange-grove.

I can«
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I cannoTt help remarking in this place, that, among the evils of
the latc fiege, the Garrifon have to regret the interruption of that
friéndly intercourfe which before fubfifted between them and the
neighbourhood, and which is now prohibited by the Spanith govern-
ment. When the communication was free and unlimited (except in
point of introducing a contraband traffic in Spain), the ftricteft inti-
macy fubfifted between the Britith military, and the Spaniards refident
in the adjacent villages. Parties were reciprocally vifiting each other,
and the officers conftantly making excurfions into the country.
Thefe excurfions, with others to the coaft of Barbary (which in
the feafon fuperabounds with various {pecies of game), were pleafing
relaxations from the duties of the garrifon, and rendered Gibraltar
as eligible a ftation as any to which a foldier could be ordered.

On the whole—Whether we confider Gibraltar as commanding
the entrance of the Mediterranean, and confequently as capable of
controuling the commerce of the Europeans with the Levant; or
whether we confider it as almoft impregnable by nature, and confe-
quently‘as moft fufceptible of the improvements of art, ; its fituation
is, perhaps, more fingular and curious than that of any fortrefs in the
world. Thefe circumftances, and the degree of confequence which
it confers on its poffeflor, in the opinion of the Barbary flates, have
not failed to excite the attention, and alann the interefts of moft
maritime nations in Europe ; and, with the multitude at leaft, it
has always been an obje of political importance. Politicians,
however, there have been, of no inferior rank, who have thought
very differently of its value and utility. On this delicate fubjec,
I will frankly confefs my inability to decide. I fhall therefore,
without further zpology, leave thefe fpeculations to men of more
leifure and experience ; and proceed to matters better adapted to my
bapacit_y and information.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IIL

Covimencement of the war in 1779, between Great-Britain and Spain.

—State of the garrifon of Gibraltar at that period.— Ambiguons con-
dut? of the Spaniards.—FEnemy encamp before the garrifon.—Form
@ blockade~Many inbabitants leave the place.~—Motions. of the
enemy.—Erect additional batterics in their lines—Fired upon from the
garrifon —Continue their operations. —Lofi of ihe Peace and Plenty
privateer — Provifions extremely fearce in the garrifon.—Spirited
bebaviour of the Buck cutter privatecr.—Defeription of the Straits.
—Fidelity of @ Moor.—Great diftrefs in the garrifon.—Relieved
by fome fortunate occurrences.—Arrival of Sir George Rodney, and
the Britifb fleet —T ctuan.—Anecdote of Prince William-Henry.—
Ceuta.—Departure of the fleet.

ALTHOUGH the Spaniards had been thrice defeated in their
attempts to recover Gibraltar, they continued to view that garrifon
with a jealous eye, determined, if we may judge from their late
condu&, to feize the firft eligible opportunity of wrefting it, if
poffible, from the dominion of Great-Britain.

THE war of 1762 was too unexpected on the part of Spain, and
conducted with too great fuccefs by the Britith Minifter, to admit
‘of fuch an enterprife as the fiege of Gibraltar. The period was not
however far diftant, when the conteff between Great-Britain ind
her Colonies feemed to promife as favourable an opportunity as
their warmeft withes could have anticipated; particularly when, in
addition to the civil war, they found hoftilities taking place between
Great-Britain and France. The clofe of the year 1777, when the

news
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news of the convention of Saratoga firft arrived in Europe, was
the period which they embraced, o introduce themfclves into the
difpute. Hoftilities had then been carried on for neur fix months
between Great-Britain and France: Spain therefore judged the
opportunity favourable to dffer her mediation, propofing fuch an
arrangement as the muft be affured would not be agreeable to the
principal belligerent powess.  Great-Britain had no fooner refufed

her acquiefcence, than the Court of Madrid efpoufed the part of

France ; and, on the 16th of June, 1779, the Spanifh Ambaflador,
the Marquis d’Almodovar, prefented to the Court of London his
hoftile manifefto.

Tue principal defign of the Court of Madrid, in entering into
this war, was evidently the récovery of Gibraltar. Before any reply
was given by the Britith Miniftry to their propofals for a pacifica-
tion, overtures had been privately made to the Emperor of Morocco,
to farm the ports of Tetuan, Tangier, and Larache; by which
means Gibraltar might be cut off from its principal fupplies. This
conduct feemed to argue a confidence that her terms in the mediation
would be refufed ; and the confiderable dépéts of military ftores
which were colle@ed in her arfenals, undoubtedly pointed out, that

the fiege of that garrifon was her firft and immediate obje&t. On

the 21ft of June, 1779, the communication between Spain and
~Gibraltar was clofed, by an order from Madrid.

Two days previous to this event, General ErrorT, the Gover-
nor, actompanied by many Field-officers of the garrifon, paid a
vifit to General Mendoza, the Commandant of the Spanifh lines, to
congratulate him on his promotion. Their reception at St. Roque
was far from agreecable ; and it was remarked that the Spanifh
General appeared cmbarraffed during their ftay, which might pro-
ceed from his knowledgc of what was to follow. The vifit was

thort,
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June.
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fhort ; and the Governor had fcarcely returned to the garrifon, when
Mr. Logie, his Majefty’s Conful in Barbary, arrived from Tangier,
in a Swedith frigate, with certam “intelligence of the intended. rup-
ture between Great-Britain and Spain. Mr. Logie’s inférmation
procecded from a Swedith brig, which® on her paffage to Tangier
had fallen in with the French fleet, of about 28 fail of the lmc,
off Cape Finifterre, when the mafter being ordered on board the
Admiral, M. d’Orvilliers, he learned that they had been cruifing
for fome time in that latitude, expecting the junttion of the Spanith
fleet {rom Cadiz. From the amicable affurances held out by the
Spaniards, we could not’ perfuade ourfelves in the garrifon that
A rupture was fo near; but the mail from the garrifon being
refufed on the 21t of June, and being acquainted at the fame
time that the intercourfe between Gibraltar and the neighbourhood
was no longer to be permitted, we had fufficient confirmation of
Mr. Logie's intelligence. 'We afterwards learned, that the courier
who brought from Madrid the order to thut up the communication,
had been detained by accidents on the road ; otherwife it was not

“impofiible that he might have arrived during General Eliott’s vilit

at St. Rogque.

As tne Fortrefs of Gibraltar after this event became a little
world of itfelf, it may not be unacceptable, to commence the

" Hiftory of the Siege with a flate of the troops in garrifon at that

period, and the commanding officers of the different corps.

General’
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Genoral G. 4. ELIOTT, Governor.
Incuwno.m Genersl R, BOYD) Lieutenant-Governor.

M:uonGenera! Dz L4, Morrr; com,maudxn;, the Hanoverian Brigade.
,Ranl;
Of. StafF S. D. .
F:le 4
Artillery IR 17 15.. 428 Col. Godwin, Commandant of Artillery.
12th Regiment . . 26 . 3. 29. 22. 519 Lieutenant-Colonel Trigge.
39th ey . 25 . 4 @, 29« 22. 506 Licutenant-General Boyd, Major Kellet.

56U iy 23 4 4 30"_. 21" 368 Major Fancourt.

58th Ve 256 5. 2g. 224 426 Lieutenant-Colonel Cochrane.
4 -
3

72d, or R, MV, .. 29 . 47 « 23. 944 Lientenant-Colone! Gledftanes,
o cHardenberg’s -+ 16 . 13 . 42+ 14. 367 Lientonant-Colonel Hugo.
g :{Reden’s s 1532 42 . 14 “361. Lxcutenarﬁ:&oloncl Danhenhaufen.
De La Motte’s 17 . 16 . 42 .- 14~ 367 M. G. DeLaMote, L. Col. Sclippergill.

Counginesn :;;“ﬁ:m} ‘6. 6. 2. 106 Colatel Groén, Chief Engincer

'I‘ota! 209 . 59 - 3:3 . 109 463:

b+

Makmg an army of g 382 men.

On the commnunication being clofed, -a council of war was
_immediately fammoned, to advife concerning the mealures to be
purfued o.; the occafion.  Preparations had been privately made for
the defence of the garrifon, when intelligence was. firft received of
the probability of a war : the objes therefore at this time to be
confidered were, how to procure conftant fupplies of provifions
from: Barbaty, and in what menner the correfpondence between
England and Gibraltar was to be conduéted. Mr. Logie's prefence’
in Berbary was very effential to bofh thefe points: he confequently
returned: to Tangier on the 22d, having concerted with the Governor
proper fignals, by which he might communicate intelligence acrofs
the Straits. Admml Duff ako, on the 22d, removed the men of
war under his command from their ufual anchorage, off Waterport
{where they were liable to be annoyed by the enemy’s forts), to the
fouthward, off the New mole. His force at that time confifted
of the Panthcr, of 60, gum, Capt. Harvey, on board of which was
H the

1759,
!uut
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}779. the flag; three frigates, two of which were on a. cruife; and a
ane '
mmw floop of war.

It is natural to fuppofe that the garrifo were not a little alfemed.
at this uncxpe@ted procedure of the Spaniards. The Northern
guards were reinforced, and the picquets cautioned to be alert, in
cafe of alarm. Landport barriers were thut ; and an artillery officer-
ordered to Willis’s battencs, to obferve the movements of the Enemy,.
and protect the Devil" s-tower guard, which was ordered to be very
circumfpect and vxgllant.

Whairst the friendly mtcrcwrfc fubﬁﬁcd between the garrifon:
and the neighbourhood, feveral Britifh families and officers had per-
miffion to refide at St. Roquc, Los Varios,. and.other {mall. villages-
a few miles diftant ;. but immediately on the communication being:
clofed, General Mendoza fent them percmptory orders to remove ;.
and the time limited for their departure was {o fhort, that-fome of
them were obliged to leave moft of their effe@s behind. Thofe:
officers whofe curiofity had led them into. the: interior parts of the:
country, were pofitively. refufed liberty to.return to the garrifon ;.
they were therefore conduéted to Cadiz, and had -pafiports granted.
them to leave the kingdom by other routes.. Col. Rofs and
Capt. Vignoles, of the 3gth, with. Capt. Lefanue, of the 56th,
neverthelefs contrived to join their corps,. by affuming difguifes,.
and rifking the paffage in a row-boat from Faro (a port in Portugal)
to Gibraltar: others. alfo attempted, but. unfortunately were inter=.
ce‘pted in their voyage..

THE Childers ﬂoop of ‘war, on the 24th,. broughtin two- prizes
from the Weft, one of which (an American) Capt. Peacock captured
in the midft of the Spanith flect, then at fea.: “The. condu& of the
8paniards on this dccafion was extremely. ambxguous. Every cir-

cumftance
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cumitance that fell under our own inmediate obfervation, convinced
‘us thit they now intended hoftilities againft Great-Britain; and
ﬁ;ﬂ)’lr. Logic’s intelligence we had every caufe to think, that

fleet was out to joid the French Admiral. Their permitting
our cruifers, therefore, to capturea friend (as they might ther call
the Americans), under ¢he protection of their fleet, we muft either
~confider as a fineffe, or'fuppofe that they had not received orders to
a@ offenfively.—The Childers left two of our frigates watching the
motions of the Spanifh fleet. It was fomewhat fingular, that a
Mr. Suafé (an American Major, who had been prifoner in the gar-
rifon a little time before, along with others of his countrymen, but
had made his efcape), and two deferters from Gibraltar, fhould be
recognifed through their difguifes, on board the American prize: the
Major was remanded to his old confinement, in the Navy-hofpital,
and the latter were punithed according to their deferts.

Troucn the motions of the Enemy did not indicate any im-
mediate defign of attacking the garrifon, and the clofing of the
‘communication might be only in confequence of hoftilities having
commenced between Great-Britain and Spain ; yet our intclligence,
and their late deceitful condud, gave us great reafon to fuppofe that
they intended fome attempt on Gibraltar. D¢pbts of earth, &c. were
therefore colleed, in various places ; empty hogtheads and catks
-were bought from the inhabitants, for the purpofe of filling them
with earth, ‘to ftrengthen and repair the fortifications ; and other
precautions were taken for the defence of the place.* On the other
hand, the Enemy employed what troops they had then on duty,
in the lines’ and neighbourhood, in drawing down cannon from
-8t. Roque, &c. to animate the forts (in which few ordnance were
mounted during the peace), and in arranging marters to ftrengthen
‘and fupport their pofts.
’ H 2 In
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~ In the beginning of July, the Enterprife frigate, Sir Thomas
Rich, Bart, returned with a figef of finall craft, laden w}i‘th live
ftock and fruit, from Tangier; in confequence of which, &bu"r'wm
days frefh provifions were iffued to the traops. The enginee

tinued preparing materials in their departments, ‘towards complctmg

the works of the garrifon; for which purpofe ftrong. parties from

the line were granted them daily, ‘under thz‘ ‘command of overfeers.

About 300 Jews and Genocfe. wete allo cmployed in levslling hen.ps
of fand, near the gardens, on the neutral'gronad, in order that, if
tbe Enemy fhould approach, they might not receive any prote@ion
and cover from our lower batteries. The picguets. of the gamfon
were ready, on the Grand parade, to fupport thefs parties in cafe
they had been molefted ; bat though they were st work within half
muiket-fhot of the Enemy's advanced guards in the Micquelet~huts,
yet not the leaft attempt was made to difturb them. .

Tue 3d of July, a detachment of ‘about 180 ‘men from the
Britith line was ordered to join the artillery, -6 be taught the pracice
of the great guns. The artillery in garsifon were only five com-~
panies ; a number not adequatcm the different duties in cafe of a
fiege : this reinforgement was therefore added, and proved aftcrwards
of great fervice in that départmient. Three Englifh Gilors came in
an open boat, on the 4th, from Cadiz, and brought intelligence that
an-embargo was laid on all Englith vefiels in that port. In the
evcning we obferved the Spaniards relicve the guards 4% their lines.

Twe Spaniards, in time of preace, always fationed 2. tegiment of
cavalry at St, Roque, with another regiment, of dcmchmcnt of
infantry, at Algeziras; parties from which did duty at Uh&h’ hncs;
and no additional body of troéps, et thips of. war, had.ye
ncar the garrifon.  On the §th, ‘however, in the afternbon; a S-painith
fquadron of two feventy-fours, five fnga"tes, and other vellels, tothe

number
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r of eleven, hovein fight from the weft, and lay-to fome time
rifon, Whilft they remtained in this fituation, the Governor
it prudent to make fomg néw difpofition of the ordnance
fouthward, and o caution the regiments in the South
bamracks, the 12th, and 72d, to be alert. The Captain of Earopa
guard, who before ufually joined at retreat-beating, was alfo ordered
to his command. In the afternoon, three privateer cutters arrived
from the weltward, A fehooner, under Portuguefe colours, ftood
acrofs from the Enemy to reconnoitre the ficft that came in, and on
her return was fired upon from Europa batteries, which was the fir(t
hottile thot from the gasrifon. The Enemy’s (quadron in the evening
drove to the caftward ; and at night the Enterprife frigate arrived
from Tetuan with Mr. Logie, the confud. In the interval of this
Gsntleman’s departure from the garrifon, a fthip of the Emperor’s
had arrived at Gibraltar to be repaired ; but Admiral Duff being
backward in granting the flores, the Governor thought proper to
fend for Mr. Logie to explain to the, Admiral the neceflity there was
‘of complying with the Emperor’s requeft.  To refufe fuch trifling
affiftance at that important time, he confidered, might be produ&ive
of ferious confequences to the gacrifon. The Enterprife frigate
accordmgly failed to Tetuan to bring over the Conful. About fun-fet,
the eveping of the sth, the frigate left Tetuan to return, and was
difcovered. by the Enemy’s Aquadron, part of which immediately gave
chace, $ir Thomas, however, from his fuperior knowledge of the
tides, efcaped, though the wind was contrary. When hc arrived
within view of the garrifon, not making the concerted night-fignals,
for fear of beirig difcovered by the. purfmrs, the officer at Buropa
Gluted hig with feveral fhot ; but fortumately they did not take cfficr.

Tue following day, the 6th of July, a packet was received from
Eogland, by way of Lxﬂ)sn and Faro, informing the Governor that
hoftilities had commenced between Great-Britain and Spain. A

proclamation
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proclamation in confequence was publithed in the evenimgy for
capturing all Spanith veflels, &c. #nd letters of marque were ra_ntcd
for that purpofe to the privateérs jn the Bay. Early on the Yporning
of the 8th, a foldier of Reden’s deferted from the Devil’s®
guard, and fome time afterwards was followed by a ferjeant of
the 39th, who was one of the overfeers attending the inhabitants
employed beyond the Gardens.  In the evening, General Mendoza,
with feveral officers, advanced from Phe lines, as far as the Micquelet-~
huts, and, after recopnoitring about an hour, returned.

Tue Spanith Commodore continued cruifing in our neighbour-
hood till the 8th, when he ftood, under an eafy fail, for the weft-
ward. Before they quitted the Mediterranean, they brought-to a
Portuguefe fchooner, bound from Tetuan to the garrifon, and
made very earneft enquiries concerning the ftate of our provifions.
The gth, the American prifoners were diftributed amongft the
privateers ; and the following day, in company with the Childers
floop of war, they brought in four fmall prizes.

Apmirar Durr having received intelligence that a large fleet
of fmall veflels was to fail from Malaga, with wine and provifions
for the Spanifh grand fleet, the Childers was ordered, on the r1th,
to cruife to the eaftward, and give information, by fignal, when
they appeared, with the ftrength of their convoy. Whilft the was on
the look-out, her boat gave chace to a fettee, and was fired at from
Fort St. Barbara, which was the firft hoftile fhot from the Enemy.
About eleven oclock, the fignals were made of the expetted
Spanifh convoy being in fight, and foon after, of their force. Our
Admiral, however, only cautioned the Navy to be ready, and went
to Windmill-hill to reconnoitre them perfonally. About four in
the afternoon, the convoy, confifting of about fixty fail of different
burthens, under charge of five xebeques, from twenty to thirty

gung
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h, were abreaft of Europa Point. The privateers, which had

s, kept up a fmart sunning ﬁrc on the Spanifh Commodore ;

which was feconded at the fame time from the garrifon battcmes
as Europa point and Europa advance. The Panther (the Admiral’s
thip, with the flag on board), and the Enterprife, were ftill at
anchor ; but at fun-fet Sir Thomas Rich had permiffion to flip,
and the Panther foon after got under way. On the appearance of
the frigate, the Enemy were confufcd, and inftantly ftecred for
Ceuta. The Childers and privateers purfued, followed by the frigate,
and foon after by the Panther. . Night was now advancing apace,
and in a fhort time we loft fight of the fhips. A few broadfides,

now and then, gave us hopes that our friends had come up with

them ; and we could not help flattering ourfelves, from the inferior
force of the coavoy, that day-light weuld exhibit the majority of
them in our pofieffion. In the morning, however, we difcovered
* the Admiral, ftanding towards the Bay with five or fix {fmall prizes,
and not onc other of the Enemy in fight: whence we concluded that
they bad worked back to their own coaft, or efcaped through the
Straits in the night, whilft our fhips were off Ceuta. We: after-
wards learned, ‘that the fquadron which appeared on the sth, was
fent to convoy this valuable fleet paft Gibraltar, left the Britith
Admiral fhould intercept them, and prevent their grand flect from
receiving thefe much-wanted fupplies ; but the convoy being by
fome unforefeen delays detained, the Spanith Commodore quitted
the ftation on the §th.

Twa line~-of-battle (hips were obferved cruifing behind the rock
en the 13th, and at night they went into Ceuta. The 16th, the
Enemy blocked up the pors with a f{quadron of men of war,
confifting of two feventy-fours, two frigates, five xebeques, and a

number
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number of gallies, half-gallies, and armed fettees : they anch?;:l in

the Bay, off Algeziras, and being judicioufly arranged, and lJeeping

a vigilant look-out, the garrifon.became clofely b!ockadcdz "Fhis

was the firt motion of the Enemy, that difcovered any diret™

tions of diftiefling, or attacking Gibraltar. At night, Waterport~"
guard was reinforced with a Captain and ten privates. Fill the

:8th of this month, nothing material occ,urrcd when a fmall convoy

of fettees, &c. arrived at the Orange-grove, laden with military

frores, which the Enemy began foon afterwards to diferhbark.

MRr. Loc1e having prevailed on the Admiral to grant the ftores
neceflary for repairing the Emperor’s thip, and his prefence in Bar-
bary being abfolutely neceflary, as well to procure provifions as to
conduct the correfpondence between Greata-Bntam and the gasrifon ;
he returned on the 19th, on beard a Moorih: row-gailcy, which
had arrived from the Emperor with difpatches relative to the fhip
under repair. The galley was interrupted in her return, by the:
Enemy’s cruifers, and detained from feven in the morning till five
in the afternoon, when fhe was permitted to . proceed to Tangier.
During the embargo, Mr. Logic was coneealed in a {mall fkuttle,
down the run of the galley, having previoufly made up the
Governor's difpatches, and concerted fignals, in a loaf, which was
entrufted to a Moor, to be delivered at Mr. Logic's houfe in Tangier,
in cafe he himfelf thould be difcovered, with an erdes for the Moot
to receive a gratuity if he delivered it fafe.

Earry in the morning of the zoth, a Portugnefe boat amvcd
with fowls and charcoal from ‘Fangier. Another, attempting to
come in, was taken by a half-gallty, and carcied to Algezirus. Sixty
pounds of frefh beef were delivered, the fame day, togach regithent,
for the ufe of the officers: the artillery and: engineety received in-
proportion, and the navy were included in this diftrlbution: = The

following
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mg day, orders were itffued for the troops to mount guard with
their Yair unpowdered ; a circumftapce trifling in appearance, but
whichfour fituation afterwards proved to be of great importance, and
ich evinced our Goverfior's great attention and prudent forefight
in the management of the ftores.

So suPERIOR a naval force as the Enemy now had in our neigh-
bourhood, alarmed Admiral Duff, who was apprehenfive that they
would make fome attempts on the King’s thips.  Signals were there-
fore agreed upon between the fleet and the garrifon, that, in cafe
the Enemy fhould make an attack in the night, the latter might
afford the fhips every affiftance and prote@ion. Three lights in a
triangle were fixed upon by the navy, to diftinguifh them from the
Enemy. The 22d, the navy manned their boats, and captured a fettee,
within a fhort diftance of the Enemy’s xebeques : fhe proved of little
value, but the exploit refleCted great credit on the party employed.
The fame day arrived a boat, with cattle, &c. from Tangier. In the
courfe of the 22d, feveral officers, attended by a- party of men,
were obferved tracing out ground on the plain below St. Roque,
apparently for a camp; and it was remarked, that the Micquelets
in the advanced huts on the neutial ground, were relieved by regular
troops. 'Thefe Micquelets are of the fame defeription with our
revenue-~officers, and were ftationed to prevent the fmuggling of
tobacco from the garrifon into Spain.

A PorTucuksE boat, with letters, arrived early in the morning
of the 24th; alfo a fchooner, ,with charcoal and fruit from Tangier.
Between 2 and 300 men landed, the fame day, at the Orange-grove,
with an intention, as we conjetured, of taking charge of the ftores
which the Enemy were difembarking there. The 25th, they pitched
a tent on the plain, for the working party employed in clearing the
ground. I fhould have mentioned, that on the 12than Hanovcmn
" I foldier
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foldier deferted, and this day two of the fame brigade follow: . &.i:-
example. The Enemy, the 26th, 'bcgém to form a camp oo the
plain below St Roque, about half a mile from Point Maiy, and
three miles from the garrifon. Fifty ténts were pitched, ana
detachment of cavalry and infantry foon after took poffefiion. The
fame day the Illerim, a Swedith frigate,ewhich had been in the
Bay fome weeks before, arrived, though. oppofed by the Enemy.
The Swedifh captain politely brought-to on their firing a gun+;. but
being told he muft not anchor under the walls of the garrifon, he
refumed his courfe, telling them he muft go to Gibraltar, and they
fhould not prevent him. Some fhots were exchanged, but none
took place.

Tue Spanith camp being daily reinforced with additional regiments’
of cavalry and infantry, and large parties being ftill employed inJand-
ing ordnance and military ftores at Point Mala, the Governor thought
proper, on the 29th, to eftablith the following @aff officers ; namely,.
Captains, Vallotton, of the 56th regiment,—Patterfon, of the artil-
lery,~Forch, of the 12th regiment, and Eveleigh, of the engineers,
to be Aide-de~camps. to himfelf, as Commander in Chief ; Captain
Wilfon and Lieutenant Buckeridge, of the 39th regiment, Aide-~
de-camps to Lieutenant-general Boyd ; Licutenant Weinzey,. of the
Hanoverian Brigade, Aide-de-camp to Major-general De La Motte ;
Major Hardy, of the g6th regiment, Quarter-Mafter general ; Cap-
tain Horfburgh, of the 3gth regiment, who was Town-Major,.
Adjutant~General ; Captain Burke, of the 58th regiment,. Town-.
Major ;. and Licutenant S, Wood, of the 56th regiment, Affiftant.
Town-Major. At the fame time all the horfes, except thofe belong-
ing to field and ftaff officers, were ordered to-be turned.out of the
garrifon, unlefs the owners, on in{pection, had 10001b. of feed for
cach horfe ; and, to enforce the latter arder by example,.the Gover-.
nor directed that one of his own horfes fhould be fhot.

In
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e afternoon of the 3oth, one of the Enemy’s xcbeques manned
her yaxds, and fired a falute. Immcdxatcly afterwards we obferved
fhe hgfl boifted a flag at the mizen top-maft head, inftead of a
9d pendant ; from which ceremony we concluded that the naval
commandant had been promoted, or that he was fuperfeded by an
admiral.

In the beginning of Auguft, the corps in garrifon were ordered to
give in returns of their beft mark{inen, and alfo of thofe men w'hc
had ever been employed in making fafcines. Thofe officers unmar-
ricd, or without families, who drew double rations for two com-
millions, were ordered at the fame time to draw rations only for one
commifiion. Two Dutchmen came in, the 2d, unperceived by the
Enemy’s cruifers, laden with rice and dried fruits: the rice, and a
part of the fruit, the Governor purchafed, for the ufe of the troops.
The Enemy’s camp by this time was confiderably increafed, and we
numbered 26 cannon behind the fort at Point Mala,

A VeENETIAN arrived on the sth, though fired at by the Enemy.
She (with the Dutchmen) remained no longer than was neceflary to
take on board fome of the inhabitants, who, apprehenfive that the
garrifon would be befieged, thought it eligible to feck an afylum in
time. Indeed about this time fcarcely a boat or veffel left the port
without being crowded with Jews or Genoefe, who preferred a
refidence in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining in Gibraltar, where
the neceflaries of life became every day more fcarce. Early on the
6th came in a Portuguefe fchponer, from Tangier, with 44 bul-
locks, 27 fheep, and a few fowls ; and two days following, another
arrived with onions, fruit, and eggs : the latter brought letters for
the Goverror, but no news from England. From this day, nothing
material occurred till the 1oth, when the Enemy’s cruifers captured

a boat belonging to the garrifon.
12 As
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/:Z;‘?&. As AFFAIRS began to wear a moge ferious afpect, a genera) udii>
w~~ Vity reigned throughout the garrifon, promoted not a littlefby the
example of the Governor, who wis ufually prefent when theWwork-
men paraded at dawn of day. The engineers were bufily employea
in putting the works at Willis’s in the beft rcpair, and in erecting
new battcrics on the heights of the Nortlt front. A confiderable
extent of ground above the Town was cleared and levelled, to
cncamp the different regiments, in cafe the Enemy fhould fire upon
the Town. Parties were likewife detached to colle& fthrubs, &c.
from the face of the hill, for fafcines ; and the artillery were daily
engaged in completing the expence magazines with powder, ranging
the different ordnance, and preparing every thing for immediate ufe
in their department. The navy were not lefs diligent. A new
battery for 22 guns was begun in the Navy-yard, as a refource in
cafe the Enemy’s operations fhould make it neceffary to lay up the
thips ; and the ftores were removed from the New mole to the

Navy hofpital.

"PowarDps the middle of Auguft, the motions of the Enemy
were no longer myfterious; every fucceeding day confirmed us in
the opinion, that their object was to diftrefs the garrifon as much as
poffible. The blockade became more ftri¢t and fevere, their army
was in force before the place, and their prefent plan feemed to be
to reduce Gibraltar by famine. Our ftock of provifions, they con-
cluded, was fmall; and their fquadron under Admiral Barcelo, who
com:nanded in the Bay, could prevent fuccours being thrown in by
neutral veflels ; whilft their grand fleet, united with that of France,
would be fuperior to any which Great-Britain could cquip, in her
then critical fituation. This fcheme, every circumftance confideted,
was fpecious; and, had not the garrifon fortunately received a fupply
of provifions, &c. in April, 1779, the troops undoubtedly would have
been reduced to the greateft diftrefs, and the place might probably:

have



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 61

een in imminent danger, before the Miniftry could difpatch
a fleetXo its relief. The fituation of the garrifon was becoming
every flay more interefting : only forty head of cattle were now in
#f%¢ place; and from the’ vigilance of the Enemy, there was little
profpe&t of conftant fupplies from Barbary : two bullocks Were
ordered; therefore, to beekilled daily for the ufe of thc fick. “The
inhabitants had been warned in time to provide againft the calamities
which now impended: the ftanding orders of the garrifon fpecified,
that every inhabitant, even in time of peace, fhould have in ftore
fix months provifions ; yet by far the greater number had neglected
this precaution. Thefe unfortunate people, as they could not expect
to be fupplied from the garrifon ftores, were in general compelled
to feek fubfiftence by quitting the place : fome, however, were
induced to weather out the ftorm, by the property they had in the
garrifon, which was probably their all, and which they could not
remove with themfelves. Thofe of this defcription, on application,
obtained leave to eret wooden huts and fheds at the fouthward,
above the Navy hofpital, whither they began to remove their
valuable &fedts, &c. that they might be fecure from the annoyance
of the Enemy, in cafe the town fhould be bombarded.

FirTEEN or fixteen covered carts, on the 15th, arrived at the
Enemy’s camp, and unloaded timber, planks, &c. at their labo-
ratory-tents. They continued landing ftores on the beach, which
employed a great number of carts to convey them to their dépdts ;
and at night we generally obferved a number of lights, and
frequently heard a noife likg that of men employed on fome
laborious duty : this might proceed from dragging cannon, as we
obferved, on the 17th, they had animated all the embrafures in
Fort St. Thilip.

EarLy on the 17th, the Enemy attempted to cut out a polacre,

which was anchored off the Old mole ; but retired on a gun being
fired
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fired at them from the garrifon. The fmall craft, after this c:‘;
ftance, removed to the New molc, &s the men of war had dorz,. forne
time before. The 18th, in the morning, two parties of wc‘rkmen
came from the camp, and were employed at Forts St. Phing
and - St. Barbara : covered carts continued conftantly going from
Point Mala to the laboratory-tents, fuppofgd to be laden with. fhot.
The following morning, a Spaniard came in an open boat to
Waterport, with onions and fruit, having a pafs for Ceuta: he was
examined by the quarter-mafter general, and allowed to fell his
cargo, and purchafe tobacco, but was not permitted to land : at
night he was ordered to return, which he did about eight o’clock.
He informed us the camp confifted of between 5 and 60oo men,
which were to be immediately completed to 15,000. The 20th,
the Ercmy formed a new camp, to the left of the ftone quarry,
under the Queen of Spain’s chair: we imagined it to be irtended
for the Catalonian troops, as they are ufually encamped feparate
from the reft of the Spanith forces. The fame day, our mark{men
were embodied into a company of two non-commiffioned officers,
and 64 men ; and the command was given to Licutcnant*ﬁarlcigh,
of the 39th regiment,.

Tur Enemy, on the 21ft, had more men than ufual employed in
making fafcines : they likewife were very bufy in piling fhot, and
had a party at work in the covert-way of Fort St. Philip. A number
of carts daily brought fhot (as we imagined) to the lines, parti-
cularly to Fort St. Barbara, The 23d, the corps of engineers were
formed into three divifions, and feveral officers of the line appointed
to join them as affiftant engineers and overfeers. 'The fame day
fome experiments were made with red-bot fhot : this praltice was
continued on the 25th, wien fome carcaffes were alfo thrown, and
much approved. The 27th, we obferved a falcine-work begun
upon the glacis, corth of Fort St. Philip, which afterwards proved

to
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mortar-battery, A great number of carts continued to be
cmplo d in the Enemy’s camp, and.vaft quantities of ftores were
‘conflagitly landing beyond Point Mala. In the courfe of the joth,
i Ch:ldcrs, and an armed fchooner, attempted to cut off two
half-gallies becalmed in the Bay; but the Enemy’s xebeques, getting
under'way, obliged themrto defift. At night upwards of 8o covered
carts came down to the Enemy’s lines,

From the time the Enemy firft appeared encamped before the
garrifon, troops had been continually joining them from all qu‘xrtcrs
Their camp confifted of two lines (independent of the Catalonians),
extending from Point Mala, in an oblique direction, into the country,
towards the Queen of Spain’s chair. The ftreets were in a direction
nearly parallel to the bottom of the Bay. The guards in their lines
and advanced pofts were, as the camp increafed, proportionably
reinforced ; but no a& of hoftility had yet taken place in that
quarter, though the Governor continued the garrifon-guard at the
Devil’s tower. Their forts were repaired, and put in the beft
order of defence. Laboratory-tents for the artillery were pitched
in front of their camp, and magazines ere¢ted for military ftores,
which were frequently brought by fleets of fmall craft, convoyed
by men of war from Cadiz, Malaga, and other ports in the
neighbourhood.

Ox the sth of September, a foldier of Hardenberg’s deferted
from a working party employed in fcarping the rock, under the
lines. He was fired upon from Willis’s, but got off. Befides the
party engaged in rendering the lines inacceflible, our engineers
were daily ftrengthening them with palifades, &c. Traverfes were
alfo ereted along the covered way, grand battery, and line-wall
above Waterport, where a ftrong boom of mafts was laid, from

Old-mole head, to the foot of Landport glacis. About this
time
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time the regiments began to pradife grenade exercife. TH*3
on which the Hanoverian dgfertc:i, a Moorith galley cange over
from Algeziras, where the had been detained ten days. The crew.
reported that the Spanith camp was vety fickly. It is {fuppofed
this veflel came to order home the fhip which had been fome time
repairing in the New mole, as the following day both of them left
the garrifon for Tangicr: a xebeque however {peaking them off
Cabrita Point, the Moors were conducted to the Spanith Admiral.

v

*Tur Enemy’s workmen in the lines appeared at this time to be
about goo. They were principally engaged in filling up with fand
the north part of the ditch of Fort St. Philip, completing the
mortar-battery before mentioned, and raifing the creft of the glacis
of their lines in different places. From the noife often heard
during the night, and the number of lights feen, we judged that
they worked without intermiffion. Two waggons, drawn each by
twelve mules or horfes, arrived at the lines on the 8th, which we
conje&tured brought fixed ammunition. The 11th, we obferved
that they had begun feveral fafcine-works on the creft of their lines,
apparently for mortar-batteries ; and had raifed feveral traverfes for
the protecion of their guard-houfes. Waggons and carts con-
tinued bringing fafcines and other materials to the lines from the
camp. The fame day, a row-boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat; a very valuable fupply in
our fituation.

Tur operations of the Enemy now began to engage our atten-
tion. They had been permitted to pafs and repafs unmolefted for
fome time; but the Governor did not think it prudent to allow
them to proceed any longer with impunity. A council of war was
confequently fummoned on the 11th, to confer on the meafures
to be purfued. The council confifted of the following officers :. the

Governor;
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; the Lxeutenant-govcrnor Vice-admiral Duff; Major~
gertera De la Motte ; Colonels Rols, Green, and Godwin ; with
Sir Thomas Rich, Bart. In theocvenmg it was reported that their
Apinion was, not to opet on the Enemy, whilft they continued
within their lines : but this rumour was only propagated to deacive
the Garrifon; for on the fucceeding morning, being Sunday the
12th of September, the artillery officers were ordered to the batteries
on the heights; and the Devil’s-tower guard being withdrawn, the

Governor opened on the Enemy from Green’s lodge (a battery made’

fince the blockade commenced), Willis’s, and Queen Charlotte’s
- batteries. Their advanced guards in the Micquelet-huts, and in the
ftone guard-houfes, were in a thort time compelled to retire, and the
workmen affembled in the lines obliged to difperfe. The covered
waggons returned to the camp without depofiting their ladings ;
and fo general a panic feized the Enemy at this unexpeted attack,
that their cavalry galloped off towards the camp, and for fome
hours fcarce a perfon was to be feen within the range of our guns.
The forts were too diftant to be materially damaged; and the
Governor’s intention being only to dilturb their workmen, the
firing after a few hours flackened, and a thot was only difcharged as
the Enemy prefented themfelves. A brafs gun in the Queen’s battery
{Willis’s) run with eight rounds.

THE mortar-batteries that had been difcovered in the Enemy’s
lines, fome few days previous to our firing, had caufed no fmall
alarm amongft the inhabitants: thofe, therefore, who had huts in
Hardy town at the fouthward, immediately removed their moft
valuable effeits, fully convinced that the Spaniards at night would
return the fire,

TuaT the duty of the batteries might be performed with fpirit,

in cafe thc Enemy perfifted in carrying on their works, a Captain,
K three
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three fubalterns, and 52 men of the artillery, were orderﬁxm.
take in charge Green’s lodge, WHlis's, and other batterics pa Ahe
heights. 'The firing was continued the fubfequent days, as Gjrcum-
ftances direGted. The 16th, our artillery made three gttempts ta
reach the Enemy’s laberatory-tents, or artillery-park (as hencefor~
ward they will be called), from a fea-rgortar at Willis's, The
firft and fecond fhell burft immediately on leaving the mortar :
the third went its range, but fell a little thort of the fafcine-park.
The artillery at this period ufed the old fhells, the fufes of which
were in gencral faulty; and this was the caufe that the experiment
did not anfwer on the firft and fecond trials. We oblerved, the
fame day, that the Spaniards had pitched fome additional tentsa
little beyond Point Mala: they alfo began to ere@ a pier, or wharf,
for the convenience of landing their ftores and fupplies.

WairsT the Governor kept a watchful eye on the Enemy’s
operations, molefting their workmen as much as poffible from
Willis's ; proper precautions were taken in the town, to réndera
bombardment lefs diftrefling, in cafc they retaliated, which, indeed,
their preparations gave us reafon to think, would not be long
deferred. The pavement of the fireets, in the north part of the
town, was ploughed up; the towers of the moft confpicuous
buildings were taken down, and traverfes raifed in different places,
to render the communications more fecure. The Enemy appeared
to. bear our fire very patiently in their lines : their parties continued
working on the mortar-batterics : the ftone fentry-boxes were
pulled down, and the guard-houfes unroofed : a boyau, or covered
way, was likewife begun, to make a fafe communication from the
kines to their camp.

Our firing was flill continued ; but their parties were at too.con-
fiderable a diftance (being near a mile] to be materially annoyed by
our fhot; and the works' being furrounded with fand, the large

{hells:
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&als funk fo deep, that the fplinters feldom rofe to the furface.
An\ex?emmeut was therefore rcd)mmcndcd by Captain (now Major)
Mcrcxcr, of the 3gth regiments namely, to fire out of guns,
4-% inch fhells, with fhost fufes; which were tried on the 2 sth,
and found to anfwer extremely well. Thefe {mall thells, according

apt. Mercier’s method, were difpatched with fuch prcciﬁon,
and he fufes ca.lculaacd to fuch exa&nefs, that the thell often
burft over their heads, and wounded them before they could get
under cover. This mode¥ of annoyance was eligible on fevefl‘
other accounts. Lefs powder was ufed, and the Enemy were mdre
ferioufly molefted : the former was an advantage of no fmall con-
fequence, fince it enabled the Governor to referve, at this period,
what might be probably expended to the greater benefit of the
fervice on fome future occafion. . It will alfo account for the
extrgordinary number of fhells which, the reader will obferve in
the Appendix, were difcharged from the garrifon.

In the afternoon of the 26th, a foldier of the 72d regiment
deferted from a working party out at Landport. He took refuge
behind one of the Micquelet - huts, and, notwithftanding our
endeavours to diflodge him, remained there till night, when it is
imagined he proceeded to the lines. Our firing was now very
trifling. The Enemy continued making additions to their boyau,
and the works in the lines ; but the latter were chiefly done in the
night. Indeed, fince our firing, their operations within our 1cach
‘had been principally carried on during the night, at which time,
or very late in the evening, they alfo relieved their guards.

In the beginning of October, the Enemy’s army, according to our
intelligence, confifted of fixtcen battalions of infantry, and twelve

@uadrgns of horfe, which, if the regiments werc complete, would
K2 amount

L . .
* The Enemy, we were informed, attempted this prastice, but nover could bring it

perfedtion,
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amount to about 14,000 men. Licutenant-general Don Mastia
Alvarez de Sota Mayor was gom:ﬂ'andcr in chief. We contigued
our fire, varying as obje&s prefented themfelves,

THe great command we had over the Enemy’s operations from
Green’s lodge, induced the engineers to,amount ftill highcg, and
endeavour to eret a battery on the {ummit of the northern front :
a place therefore was levelled, and a road for wheeled carriages begun
rt Middle-hill. The 4th, a foldier of the §8th attempted to defert
from Middle-hill guard, but was dafhed to pieces in his defcent.
The artillery were too impatient to have a gun mounted on the
fummit of the rock, to wait till the new road was finithed : they
accordingly determined to drag a twenty-four-pounder up the fteep
craggy face of the rock ; and in a few days, with great difficulty
and prodigious exertions, they were fo fuccefsful as to get it to
the top. The gth, a party of the Navy attempted to cut off two
Spanith polacres, becalmed between Algeziras and their camp.
Our feamen fpiritedly boarded one, and were on their return with
the other, when two gallies from Point Mala gave chace, main-
taining a {mart and well-dire¢ted fire as they advanced ; and gained
fo confiderably on the prizes, that the captors were relutantly
obliged to quit them, and betake themfelves to their boats. The
Childers floop of war was ordered out, to protect them, and fortu-
nately was in time to ftop the progrefs of the gallies. The tiller of
one of our barges was carried away by a fhot, but no other damagc
was received.

Tue platform on the fummit of the rock was completed on the
12th; and, the gun being mounted, the fucceeding day we faluted
the Enemy’s forts with a few rounds of fhot and fhells. 'This gun
was mounted on a traverfing carriage, and was diftinguithed by the
name of the Rock-gun. From that paft we had nearly a bird’s-eye

view
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wicw of the Enemy’s lines, and, with the affiftance of glafles, could

ifdinctly obferve every operation in their camp. In the afternoon
of the 16th, a fervant of Mr. Davies (the agent-viGtualler of the
#Garrifon), under pretencd of looking for a ftrayed goat, obtained
leave to pafs Landport barrier, and immediately went over to' the
Enemy. The defertion, of this man gave us fome concern, as
probably, to enfure a favourable reception, he might have taken
with him fome memorandums of the ftate of our provifions.

Tue Enemy’s parties had not been remarkably a&ive in the
beginning of the month ; but about the 17th and 18th, their
workmen in the lines were more numerous than ufual, which pro-
duced a more animated fire from our batteries. As our artillery by
this time were accuftomed to fire from heights, the fmall fhot did
confiderable execution among(t their workmen, many of whom
we obferved were carried off. On the evening of the 19th, the
Governor was at Willis’s, to fee an experiment of a light ball,
invented by Lieut. Whidmné of the artillery. It was made of lead,
and, when filled with com‘fﬂ*tion, weighed 141b. 100z. This ball,
with 41b. of powder, was fired, at fix degrees of elevation, out of a
thirty-two-pounder, upon the glacis of their lines : it burnt well ;
and the experiment would have been repeated, had not a thick fog
fuddenly arifen. The Governor was at Willis’s the fucceeding
morning, to fee a fecond ; when, the fog being totally difperfed,
the light ball anfwered his expe@ation. The Enemy, during the
night, had been uncommonly noify ; but when the light balls were
fired, no parties were difcovered at work. Neverthelefs, at day-
break, to our great furprife, we obferyed 35 embrafures opened in
their lines, forming three batteries ; t\&f 14 each, bearing on our
Yines 'and Willis’s, and one of feven, apparently for the Town and
Waterport. They were cut through the parapet of their glacis,
and fitnated between the barrier of the lines and Fort St. Philip.

The
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779 The embrafures were all mafked, and many of the merlons were.

v~ in an unfinithed ftate: the Goverddr ordered the artillery to difa&
their fire on thefe works, and on the feven-gun battery in particular,
where they had a party finithing what was left imperfect in the.
night.* In the afternoon, a Venetian was brought-to by a gun
from Europa, and came in: two gallies attempted to cut hir off,
but in vain, :

Our workmen now became exceedingly diligent ; new commu-
nidations and works were raifed in the lines, which were reinforced
at night, with a fubaltern and 43 men; the alarm-pofts of the
regiments were alfo changed, and other arrangements took place.
On the night of the 20th, we imagined, from the noife in the
Enemy’s lines, that their carpenters were platforming the new bat-
teries, the merlons of which they had cafed and capped with fafcines.
Their boyau now extended from the fafcine-park, almoft to the
barrier of the lines. The 23d, a prize fettee, laden with rice, was
fent in from the eaftward : (he was taken by a privateer belonging
to Mr. Anderfon, of the garrifon, the Captain of which thought
the cargo would be ufeful to the inhabitdnts ; and indeed this fupply
was truly feafonable. No vefel or boat had arrived for fix weeks
(excepting the Venetian, on the 2oth inftant), and every article in
the garrifon began to fell at a moft exorbitant price: this trifling
addition of provifions was therefore well received by the miferable
Jews and Genoefe, though the rice fold for 21 dollars 6 reals
_per cwt. which, at god. ﬁcrling the dollar, is 3l. 125, 6d.

Tue Enemy's artillery, on the 26th, decamped from their old
ground, before the right wing of their front line, and took poft near
the Catalonians, wherg iney were reinforced with a detachment

that

* From the diftance of thefe batteriys, we did not imagine they would ever materially injure
the garrifon: but the cannonade and Ll)mbardment of 1781, convinced us of our error.
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thaf had lately joined. The following night, the Datch dogger,
whjch had brought us the fupply of wheat fome weeks before,
failed for Malaga: fhe took 73.Genoefe and Spanith paflfengers.
The next day our artillery got up to Middle-hill two twenty-four-
pounders, to be in readinefs for a new battery, which was erecting
below. the rock-gun. ,Another twenty-four-pounder was taken
to tht fame place,.on the morning of the 25th. Our firing fill

continued, as the Enemny’s parties were daily bringing down timber

and other materials for their new batteries.

Tue joth, an Englith privateer, called the Peace and Plenty,

M¢Kenzie mafter, attempting to get in from

18 fix-pounders,

the eaftward, ran afhore, half-way between Fort Barbara and the

Devil’s tower. Some of the crew came on fhore on the neutral
ground ; the remainder, with the mafter, were brought off by
the Admiral’s boats : and on the night of the 31ft, fhe was burnt.
As there was fomething extraordinary and unaccountable in the
circumftances attending the lofs of this veflel, I cannot refift the
temptation of relating them more at large. In the morning, the
was bearing down, under a fine fail and leading wind, for Europa
advance-guard, as two xebeques were cruifing off Europa Point.
One of the xebeques, about niuc, got within thot of her: a few
rounds were exchanged, and the privateer was apparently refolved
to fight her way in ; but on a fudden fhe altered her courfe, and
ran athore under the Enemy’s guns, about 4 or 500 yards from the
garrifon. ‘The boat{wain was killed, and feveral others wounded
from the fort, before our boats arrived to their relief.

Towarps the conclufion of the mongh, the fmall-pox was dif-
covered in the garrifon, amongft the Jewsp~T'he Governor, appre-
henfive that it might fpread amongit thd trdops, and be attended
with dangerous canfequences, ordered tlofe who had never been.

affected.
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affe@ted with that diforder, to be quartered at the fouthward' till
the infection thould difappear ; and-every precaution was takeq to
prevent its communicating. “In,the evening of the 31ft, the new
battery below the rock-gun was finifhed ¢ it mounted four twenty
four-pounders, and was called the Royal battery.

NovrmerRr was not introduced by any remarkable event. * The
fire from our batteries was variable, as their workmen were employed.
Ynﬁdcrable depofits of fafcines, with planks and pieces of timber,
wire formed in the Spanith lines ; and other parts of their glacis
were raifed with fafcines and fand for additional mortar-batteries.
The 3d, the Enemy began to form merlons at Fort Tonara, on the
eaftern thore, which, joined with the circumftances of their ereQing
two fafcine-batteries on the beach, between Fort St. Philip and
Point Mala, and one near the magazine at the Orange-grove, gave
us reafon to fuppofe that they expected a fleet in their neighbourhood.
Few workmen were at this time to be feen in their lines ; a party
was trimming up the boyau; and numbers were employed about
the landing-place in difembarking ftores ; which appeared to be their
chief employment.

Provisions of every kind were now becoming very fearce and
exorbitantly dear in the garrifon ; mutton 3s. and 3s. 6d. per pound ;
veal ¢4s. pork 2s. and 2s. 6d. a pig’s head 19s. ducks from 14s. to
18s. a couple ; and a goofe, a guinea. Fifh was equally high, and
vegetables were with difficulty to be got for any money ; but bread,
the great effential of life and health, was the article moft wanted.
It was about this perind, that the Governor made trial what quantity
of rice would fuffice a fipfle perfon for twenty-four hours, and
a®ually lived himfelf sigfit days on four ounces of rice per day.
Sir George is rcmarkaélc Z:or an abftemious mode of living, feldom
tafting any thing but vegitables, fimple puddings, and water; and

yet
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et is v&ry hale, and ufes comfant exercift: but the fHmll portion
juBy mestioned would bo @i Hom fufficidt fof 4 workitg e
hept’ i:om:muaﬂy employed, and i .a climate whete the Heat necef-
Jarily demands very feftefRing nourithment t6 {uppbrt nattire undet
fatigue,

Two dcfwtm camie ify, with thefr arms; oh th&Is
They bétonged to the Walok guards, & corps it ¢
compofed principally, if notentirtly, of forel
morning they were condirtted to Willls’s, whenice they had a view
of the Enemy’s works, whi¢h they deferibed to €he Governor.

of the 11th.
Spanith fervice,

‘Flic Spanith artay were onder arms on the 12th, in the front of

their camp, and were difmiffed by corps as the Gencral pafied,

Fae r4th, arrived the Buck cutter privateér, Captain Fagg,
carrying. twemtgfour nine-poundérs. ‘The abilities and bravery of
 Britith Saifor were fo eminently conTpxbuous in the Captain’s
condiét previous to bis aréival, that ¢vén our Enemics coultd not help
beflgwing on hirk the éncomiams to which hig merit entitled him.
About eightin the morning, tiieé privatesy was diféovered-in the Gur,
with a: wa&clrly‘ breeze. 'The wfusd ﬁgnai for feeing ah enéniy was
made by Mﬁwmm ﬁ Czb&‘i&‘ Pmn!'; and' Admiral Bardelo,
with a ﬁn? of the line, one of ﬁf‘ty guns, a ﬁ'xgate of ferty, two
xebequca, afettee of fourteen guns,’ with half~galhcs &c. &c. to
the. numbar of twenty-one; got mmy to’ inttercept Ker. On
the firft slarnt a xebeque at anchor off ‘Cabtita had weighed, and
ftood oﬁt Wthc:‘m& tby éuw wcrthde& coritinued her

" ole’ Spugifly fquadrorx turning the
' ‘towgaiils the Barbary (hm'e‘

% The followigf

iy
B bl
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very extraordinary to readers unacquainted with nautical affairs, that
the privateer thould not be equally Atered by the current, it may. be
neceffary to inform them, that a‘cutter, or any veflel rigged in the
fame manner, from the formation of hér fails can go fome points,
neater the wind thagpa fquare-rigged veflel ; which advantage, on
this occafion, enabjfd Captain Fagg to tarn better to windward,
by ftemming, currrent, whilft the Spaniards, by oppofing their
broadfides, werdgcarried away to the eaftward. But, to refume the

rrative ; Barcelozngho had his ﬁag on board the feventy-four, was
the laft in the chace, and, perceiving his {qiradron driving to leeward,
prudently returned to the Point, to be in readinefs o intercept her
in the Bay. The fifty-gun fhip alfo laid her head to the current;
and keeping that pofition, drove very little in comparifon with her.
friends. Affairs were thus fituated when Captain Fagg, perfuaded
that the danger was over, boldly fteered for the garrifon.~ The fifty-
gun fhip endeavoured to cut her off from the eaftward, but was
compelled to retice by our batteries at Europa: and Barcelo got.
under way to intercept her from the Point ; but ﬁnding his efforts
ineffeGual, he was obliged to haul his wind, and giving her two.
irregular broadfides, of grape and round, followed his unfuccefsful
fquadron to the eaftward. The Cutter infultingly returned the
Spanith Admiral’s fire with her ftern~chace, and foon after anchored
under our guns.

THE cxpc&mons of the trogps and ngmbxtants, who were
fpeGtators of the altion, had becn raifed to the higheft pitch : few
doubted but fhe was 2 King’s-veffel; and as no. intelligénce had
been received from England for many weeks, their flattering fancies
painted her the meflenger Jf good news ; probably, the. forerunner .
of a fleet to their rgua% But what' was their. dcfpondzncy and
difappointment, when thsy were informed. that {he'was only a priva-.
teer, had been a confiderible time at fea, and put in for provifions ?

Though
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Though our condition in the vigtualling-office became weekly more
and more ferious, yet the Govcrnox‘ generoufly promifed Captain
Fagg afliftance.  What igdeed could be refufed to a man by whofe
‘manceuvres the Port ‘was once more open, and the Bay and Straits
again under the command of a Britith Admira Only two or three
half-gallies returned to Cabnta Point ; the ref\of their fquadron
were driven far to leeward of the rock.

AssumiNg the liberty of a fhort digreffiom#fl this place, it méy
be neceffary to inform the Reader of the extent and breadth of the
Straits of Gibraltar, and acquaint him, at the fame time, witl the
opinions of different writers concerning the perpetual current that
fets into the Mediterranean Sea, from the great Atlantic Ocean,
which has fo long engaged the attention of many celebrated natural
philofophers.

Twue Straits of Gibraltar (formerly known by the name of the
Herculean Straits) are about twelve leagues in extent, from Cape
Spartel to Ceuta Point, on the African coaft ; and from Cape Tra-
falgar to Europa Point, on the coaft of Spain. At the weftern
entrance,. they are in breadth about eight leagues, but diminith con-
fiderably about the mxddlc, oppofite Tarifa (a fmall fithing-town
on the Spanith coaft, originally a place of great <unfequence and
firength), though they widen again between Gibraltar and Ceuts,
where they are about five leagues broad.

Pmnmmms, who have commnmcated their fentiments on the
cxtraordmary phenomenon of a conv Not“current, differ widely in
accounting far the difpofition of that yatinual influx of waters,
which, it is natural to fup [c, would, Withdut fome confumption
or rctum, foon - overﬂow bonndaneq of the Mediterranean Sea.

The lae ingenious Dr. Hal.’ley was of offinion, that this perpetual

L 2 fupply
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fupply of water from the vaft Atlantic Ocean was intended by nature
to recruit what was daily exhaled in vapour : others again think,
the waters that roll in with the centre cugrent are returned, by two
counter-ftreams, along the African and Spanifth fhores. ‘That there*
arc two counter-firegfns is without doubt; but their rapidity and
breadth bear little pgbportion to the principal current. A third clafs
fuppofe a cgmtwcurrent beneath, and of equal ftrength with the
upper ftream ; ak‘ this opinion appears confirmed by a circumftance
rélatcd by Coloml‘%'ames, in his defcnpnon of the Herculean
Straits, of a Dutch fhip being funk in attion by a French privateer
off Tarifa, which fome time afterwards was caft up near Tangier,
four leagues to the weffward of the place where fhe difappeared,
and dire&tly againft the upper current. This hypothefis receives
alfo additional fupport from the repeated difappointments. which
have been experienced by many naval officers, in attempting to found
the depth of the Straits with the longeft lines: for the oppofition
between the currents might carry the line in fuch directions as to
defeat the intention of this experiment.

Tueste falts feem ftrongly to indicate a recurrency to the weft-
ward ; which, though it may not be fo rapid as the upper ftream,
yet, with the affiftance of the currents along the Spanith and Barbary
thores, and the neceflary exhalations, may account for the Medi-
terrancan Sea never increafing by the, conftant fapply received from
the Atlantic Ocean. The rapidity of, the fuperior current renders
the paffage from the Mediterranean to the weftward very precarious
and uncertain, as thips never can: fiem. the fream withoyt a brifk.
Levanter, or eafterly wind, , Veflels, thergfore, arg. often detained
weceks, and fometimes mo/ ths, waiting for a.favourable breszg; in
which cafe they. find, afco 2fortable birth o the Bay.of Gibralfare—
To return to my, BALAL

, Two
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Two frigates, on the night,of the 14th, joined the Enemy’s
fmall craft in the Bay, from the vx:cﬁ: It was thought, from fome
preparations that were made on board our men of war the fucceed-
ing evening, that Admiral Duff intended an attempt to cut out or
deftroy thefe thips : a council was held in the Navy, and the practi-
cability of fuch an enterptife debated ; but nothlyg was done.

Tue Bay being again open, the night of tthch, a Moorith
fettee came in, with 39 bullocks and a few (-p : the former were
fo weak and poor, that many of them dicd on the beach as foon as
they were landed : they were, however, a moft acceptable fupply.
The patron informed us, that a veffel had failed, the preceding
night, for the Garrifon, with 4o bullocks, 5o theep, and 30 goats;
which we imagined was taken by the gallics at the Point. The
following day, a Swede ftood in for the Garrifon, with a fignal at
her fore-top-gallant maft-head, by which fhe was known to be
laden with provifions, and configned to an inhabitant. Off the
Point the was boarded by a row-boat, and conducted immediately to
Algeziras. The 23d, the Governor proportioned the fuel to the
officers. This article was now become fcarce and important. The
coals in the Garrifon were few : what fuel, therefore, was iflued
at this period, was wood from fhips bought by Government, and
broken up for that purpofe, but which had fo firongly imbibed the
falt water, that it was with the utmoft difficulty we could muke it
take fire,

A smaLy boat arrived on the 24th, with a packet from
Mr. Logie : this packet was landed %‘i\%ogadorc in South Barbary,.
by the Fortune floop of war, Captatg.§quires. If I rightly
recolle®, it was upon this\ occafion- tha ﬁx\ following fuccefsful
ftratagem was effected; through the fidelify of a Moor entrufted’ by
M. Logic to carry the difpatches to that part of the coaft, whence,

to:
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to prevent interception, he thought it prudent to fend them to
Gibraltar.  The Spaniards, -accluaintéd with the importance of
thefe difpatches, withed to prevent them coming to our hands; and
qccordmg,ly offered a thoufand Cobs (about 225l. fterl.) to the Moor,
to induce him to betfiy his truft, and pretend he had been robbed
on his way to the ¢faft. The faithful Mo6r immediately acquainted
the Confulg~%"4the offer, who direted him to promife that he
would comply. \\Ig‘fhe interval Mr. Logie prepared falfe difpatches,
in cyphers, figned“ead dated them St. James’s, and affixed a feal
from the cover of a letter of Lord Hiltborough’s to himfelf: thefe
were inclofed as ufual, and dire@ed to General Eliott, The Moor
received part of the bribe, and delivered up the fititious packet:
Mr. Logie on his return appeared much diftrefled by the accident,
and the next evening fent the real difpatches to Gibraltar.

Tue wind veering round to the fouthward, on the 26th Admiral
Barcelo returned from Ceuta to his old anchorage off Algeziras,
and the port again became clofely blockaded. A deferter came in,
the morning of the 3oth, from the lines; he belonged to the Walon
guards : and about five in the afternoon, another Walon deferted
to us. They fired feveral mufquets at the latter, and he turned
about and returned the fhot: three horfemen then purfued him,
but were driven back by our artillery. After firft gun-fire, two
more came in, of the fame corps,

Tue Enemy’s operations continued to be confined to the com.
pletion of their batteries, and the finithing of their boyau. In their
camp we obferved them byfly employed in ereting huts for the
accommodation of their trfiops againft the winter rains, which now
had begun to fet in/ ®n the other{hand, the Governor made

every neceflary addition ty the works, Watcrport covert-way was .
doubly
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doubly palifaded, and a battery for three guns erected on the Quay;
a work of mafonry, to mount tho guns, was built at Ragged-ftaff;
and traverfes of catks and earth were raifed on the different roads,
on the north front, to feclire the communications. Some improve-
ments were alfo made in the batteries and woiks at Europa..

DEceMBER commenced with the capture of 4 \Gmnifc polacre,
becalmed off Europa. Our failors found about -, 220" in money
on board, with fome letters, from which we le»: ned that the Enemy
{uftained fome lofs in the lines from our fire. The 4th, the Enemy
beat a parley, and fent in a mule (belonging to Colonel Green, the
chief engincer) which had ftrayed to their lines; an inftance of
politenefs which we did not expe&. The 8th, another deferter
came in; he was purfued, but we proteCted him. The fubfequent
day we obferved feveral men about the weftern and eaftern advanced
ftone guard-houfes, which we imagined were pofted there to prevent
defertion.  Our artillery endeavoured to diflodge them with round
fthot, but did not fucceed. The 10th, the Enemy fired feveral
rounds, from Fort St. Philip, at.our fithing-boats in the Bay.
Four foldiers of De la Motte's regiment, quartered on Windmill-
hill, attempted, on the 13th, todefert: fearch was however imme-
diatey made for them, and two were retaken. Thofe who efcaped
were fuppofed to have got down by a rope-ladde:, left by the party
employed in cutting bruth-wood for fafcines. The next day
another of the Enemy endeavoured to come over to us, but, being
purfued by two horfemen, was cut down and fecured. Onc of
the horfes belonging to the purfuers was killed by our fire, and
the rider much bruifed with the fall | The fucceeding day, this
unfortunate man was executed on a new gallows, erected near
their artillery-park, and the body, acc«}rdmg to cuftom, hung

till fun-fet.
Tur
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Tue Governor, on the 1gth, ordered that no guns thould be .
fired from the garrfon at the Estmy’s fhipping, if the diftance
requircd more than 6° slevation ;- except when thips were chafing,
or engaged. On the zoth, the Buck,*having refitted, failed on
a cruife to the eafty  We were afterwards informed that the
unfortunately fell 1L wnth a French frigate, which, after a few
broadfides. tu.cd the Buck ; but before fhe could be got into
port, fhe Kxf rom the damage receivéd in the action. On the
night of the 26 we had a moft violent florm of rain, with
dreadful thunder :::3" lightning. The fucceeding morning a vaft
quantity of wood, cork, &c. was floating under our walls : the
rain had wafhed it from the banks of the Palmones and Gua-
daranque, and it was wafted by the wind over to our fide of
the Bay. Fuel had long been a fcarce article: this fupply was
therefore confidered as a mlraculous mtcrfcrcnce of Providence in
our favour.

Tur Enemy, the 27th, fired four guns from Fort St. Philip:
one of the thot ftruck the extremity of Prince’s lines. Whether
thefe were fired to frighten our fithermen, who were. deagging their
nets near the farther gardens, without Landport, or only as an
experiment, we could not fay, as they immediately ceafed on our
returning the fire from Willis's, The dry- following, came in three
deferters ; and the fame morning the Fly packet-boat arrived from.
Tangier, with 40 goats, fowls and eggs, but no.muil.: this cargo,
though trifling, was highly acceptable. The deferters: informed us
that the Ehemy were almoft omrﬂawcd in, their lings, from ths.
late exceflive rains : in; fomg. places, particularly near the new:
batteries,, the water wzs twp’ and three feet deep s and thmt efforts
to drain it off had hxth’qmo been mcﬁ'?ua;l The 28th, a foldier
of Hardenberg’s deferted {lown the back' of the rock.

Janvary,
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Janvary, 1780, did not commence with any very interefling
cvents. A fquadron of men of war pafied through to the weft
on the 2d : it being hazy, we could hot diftinguith of what nation
they were; but many thought them Spaniards from Carthagena.
On the evening of the sth, a fire broke out in the Enemy's camp,
which, we afterwards learned, deftroyed four officcrs marquees,
and fix or feven huts. The following day, after gun-fire, two
Walons deferted to us: they brought informatica tikt upwards
of forty mortars were mounted in the lines, .ad that all their
batteries were completed-with cannon, a

A NearoLiTAN polacre was luckily driven under our guns on
the 8th, and obliged to come in. On board we found about 6000
bufhels of barley, a cargo (circumftanced as we were) of ineftimable
value. The bakers had long been limited to the quantity of bread
daily to be ifflued to the inhabitants, and fentries were placed at the
wickets where it was delivered,” to prevent confufion and riot.
‘The ftrongeft neverthelefs had the advantage ; fo that numbers of
women, children, and infirm perfons, returned to their miferable
habitations, frequently without tafting, for fome days, that chief,
and perhaps neceffary fopport of life. The inhabitants were not
the only fufferers in this fcene of diftrefs ; many officers and {oldiers
had families to fupport out of the pittance received from the
viCtualling-office. A foldier, with his wife and three children,
would inevitably have been ftarved to death, had not the gencious
contribution of his corps relieved his family : one woman actually
died through want; and many were fo enfeebled, that it was not
without great attention they’ recovered : thiftles, dandclion, wild
lecks, &c. were for fome time the daily nourithment of numbers.
Few fupplies arriving frqm Barbary, sad there appearing little
profpect of relief from Xgland, famige hegan to prefent itfelf

with .its attendant horrors: had there peen a glimmering hope of
M affiftance

1780,
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affiftarce from home, it would have enabled many to fupport
themfelves under this accumulatign of diftrefs; but, alas! we
{feemed entircly abandoned to dur fortune.

NoT only bread, but every article neceflary to the fupport of life,
was hard to be procured, and only to be purchafed at exorbitant
prices.  Veal, mutton, and beef, fold from two fhillings and

fix-pence, L0 Rur thillings per _pound; freth pork, from two
~ to three fhillings\ falt beef and pork, one fhilling and three-pence

per pound : fowls, ghteen fhillings per couple; ducks, a guinea;
fire~wood, five fhillings per hundred weight; a pint of milk and
water, one fhilling and three-pence. Vegetables were extremely
fcarce : a fmall cabbage coft one fhilling and fix-pence, and a {mall
bunch of the outward leaves fold for five~pence ; Irith butter, two
thillings and fix-pence per pound; eggs, fix-pence each; and
candles, two fhillings and fix-pence per pound. The beft fith was
moft exorbitantly dear, confidering on what terms the garrifon had
been formerly fupplied. It is natural to fuppofe, from the rock
being almoft furrounded with the fea, that we thould have a conftant
refource in this article ; the contrary was however the cafe: our
fithermen were foreigners, and being under no regulation, they
exated, by degrees, moft extravagant fums for what fome months
before we thould have refifed with difgutt.

Tuis extreme fcarcity of provifions, it may well be imagined,
could not fail to exercife the invention of individuals. A fingular
mode of hatching chickens was about this time fuccefsfully practifed
by the Hanoverians ; and, as it may be acceptable to fome readers,
the procefs, as communicated by a friend, is here inferted. The
eggs were placed, with {ome cotton, wool, or other warm fub-
ftance, in a tin cafe-of ftxch conftru@ion as to be heated either
by a lamp or hot water ; aad, by a proper attention to the tempera~

‘ ture
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ture of heat, the eggs were comimonly hatched in the ufual time
of a hen’s fitting. A capon (Rowever ftrange it may appcar) was
then taught to rear them: to reconcile him to this truft, the
feathers were plucked frdbm his breaft and belly; he was then
gently fcourged with a bunch of nettles, and placed upon ‘the
young hatch, whofe downy warmth afforded fuch comfort to the
bared'and fmarting parts, that he, from that period. reared them
up with the care and tendernefs of a mother.

EArLy in the morning of the roth, a fquadron of fhips was feen
to the eaft, which had pafled through in the night; five were of
the line, and one under jury-mafts: fuppofed to be Count D’Ef-
taing’s fleet from the Weft-Indies. The fame day a foldier of the
58th regiment was executed for ftealing : he was the firft man who
had fuffered fince General Eliott had been Governor. The day
following, the Enemy fired, from Fort St. Barbara, on a clergyman
performing the laft office over the corpfe of a foldier of the 72d
regiment, at the burial-ground near the Governor’s meadow. The
party immediately retired, though not before they had depofited
their charge. As this-conduct convinced us that the Enemy would

not permit us to bury our dead without the garrifon, a part of

the red fands behind the Princefs of Wales's lines was appropriated
to that purpofe. '

THE 1z2th, they furprifed us again with ten thot from Ioit
St. Philip: feveral came into town, and did fome trifling damage
amongft the buildings. The inhabitants, whofe alarms had not
totally fubfided -fince the middle of September, when the Gover-
nor opened upon the Enemy, were now perfectly convinced they
meant to return our fire; agd accordingly began, on the firfk report
of their guns, to remove!themfelves to the fouthward. Some
in the greateft confufion endeavoured t¢' fecure their valuables in

M2 town ;
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town; but the firing ceafing, the fugitives, before night, fum-
moned up {uflicient courage to retdin. - A woman, pafling near one
of the houtes, was flightly hurt. It was fingular that a female
fhould be the firft perfon wounded at this remarkable fiege. In
the: cvening, the commanding officers had orders to inform their
corps, that the Governor was under the geceflity of curtailing the
weekly allowance of provifions. Difagreeable as this intelligence.
was, and {;irticularly when we confider the diftrefs which many
experienced, even with the full allowance, the men received it
without the finalleft appearance of difeontent. Cenvinced of the
neceflity, they acquiefced with cheerfulnefs : indeed, to do them
juftice, in all the viciffitudes of this trying period, the garrifon fub-
mitted, without murmuring, to every neceflary regulation, however
unpleafing. It was fortunate for many, that this fubftraction of
provifions did not continue long: nay, it remains a doubt with
fome, whether, at the time, the Governor was not apprifed of a
relief being near ; and did not ena@ this regulation, folely to.
make trial of the difpofition of his troops. If fo, how fatisfactory
a circumftance muft it have been, to find the army under his
command accord, with fo much good-humour, to what might be
confidered as a real hardthip, hewever indifpenfable !

ApmiraL Durr, on the r3th, gave orders to the men of war
and armed veflels, to be prepared, in cafe a convoy was near, to
afford every protetion to any ftraggling thips that might attempt
the Port before the main body arrived. This eaution confirmed us.
in the opinion of a convoy being expected ; and a general joy was
diffufed throughout the garrifon, at the flattering, though probably
diftant profpet. Two days after, an ordnance-brig, which with
other veflels feemed to be going through to the eaft, fuddenly
altered her courfe, - ahd, notwithftanding fhe was oppofed by the
Enepy, anchored under ‘our walls. A fhip with the Britith. flag,

entering:
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entering the Bay, was fo uncommon a fight, that almoft the whole
garrifon were affembled at the fsuthward to welcome her in; but
words are infufficient to defcribe their tranfports on being informed
that (he was one of a largé convoy which had failed the latter end
of the preceding month for our relief. The diftrefled Jews, and
other inhabitants, were fyantic with joy; and the repeated huzzas
from all quarters, for fome time prevented further enquiries. We
afterwards learned, that fhe had parted company with thg convoy in
the Bay of Bifcay, and off Cadiz had difcovered nine fail of large
thips, which the mafter concluded were Spaniards ftationed there
to oppofe their entrance. The latter part of their information gave
us much uneafinefs. The Enemy, we concluded, would have good
intelligence of the force of the Britith convoy. If, therefore, any
oppofition was intended, a fuperior {quadron would confequently be
ftationed at the entrance of the Straits. Thefe refletions damped,
in a great degree, the pleafure we before experienced, and made
us apprehenfive that the relief was not fo near as we at firft
expected. The profpec of it had however a very vifible effect
on the price of provifions, which immediately fell more than two

thirds.

SIncE it was probable that ftraggling fhips might attempt the
Port before the body of the convoy approached, the Childers floop
of war, and armed veflels, were ordered to cruile in the Bay, to
prote@ them from the Enemy’s fmall-craft. Previous to the arrival
of the brig, a foldier of the 58th regiment deferted from a party
employed behind the Rock in gathering fhrubs, &c. for fafcines.
The 16th, a Walon deferted to us, by whom we were informed,
that the Enemy had every thing prepared in their lines to bombard
the Town. At another time we fhould have been greatly alarmed

at this intelligence ; but ovr thoughts were too much engaged with

the pleafing, though uncertain hopes of relief, to reflect on the
confequences

1780,
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confequences of a bombardment.  In the evening, our apprehenfions
concerning the convoy were totaldy difpelled, by the arrival of a
brig laden with flour, which “communicated the joyful news that
Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney had’ captured, off the coaft of
Portugal, a Spanith 64-gun thip, five of 32 and 28 guns, with
feventeen merchantmen, belonging to the Laracca Company, going
from Bilboa to Cadiz ; and that, with a FLEET of TWENTY-ONE
iail of the Jine, and a large convoy of merchant-fhips and tran{ports,
he was proceeding to our relief.  Every idea of oppofition at this
information immediately vanifhed ; and we anticipated the flattering
profpect of fecing the Britith flag once more triumphantly difplayed
in the Mediterranean.

Tue weather, on the 19th, was very hazy; but clearing up the
fucceeding day, one of the prizes arrived, without any oppolfition
from the Enemy. The midthipman who brought her in informed
us, that when he parted with the fleet on the 16th, Sir George
was engaged with a Spanith fquadron off Cape 5t. Mary's; and
that, juft before they loft fight of them, a fhip of the line blew up;
but he was at too great a diftance to diftinguith whether fhe was
friend or foe. In the evening, one of the armed Caracca prizes
came in, but no further particulars of the engagement could be
learned. Our anxiety concerning the event of the action was however
removed, a few hours afterwards, by the appearance of the convoy
itfelf off Europa. The wind, at that critical time, unfortunately
failed them; and the vivid flathes of lightning, by which we had
difcovered the fleet at the firft, only ferved to exhibit them to us,
driving with the current to the eaftward of the Rock. The Apallo
frigate, Capt. Pownall, with one or two merchantmen, neverthele(s
got in about eleven ; and by the former, ,the Governor and Garrifon
were acquainted with the agreeable tidinés of a complete VICTORY
over the Spanith Admiral,’ who, with threc others of his fquadron,

was
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was taken ; one was run athore, another blown up in the engage-
ment, and the reft difperfed.

WE now found, that.the plan for relieving Gibraltar had been
conducted at home with fuch fecrecy and prudence, that the Enemy
never fufpected that Sir George meant to convay the tranfports to
the Straits, with fo ftrong a fleet. By their intelligence {from Breft,
they underftood he was to feparate in a certain latitude, angd proceedy
with the main body of the men of war, to the Weft- Ifdics.
Thus deceived, they concluded that the tranfports with their convoy
would fall an eafy prey to their {quadron, which confifted of eleven
men of war, all chofen fhips from their grand fleet.

AT day-break, on the morning of the 1gth, the Enemy unmatked
one of their fourteen-gun batteries. The guns, with thofe in the
fort, were all elevated, and the lines reinforced with two regiments
of infantry. The Governor, notwithftanding thefe appearances,
ordered a royal falate to be fired at fix o’clock from Willis’s. The
Panther man of war was decorated, and alfo fired a falute on
account of this vitory. About feven the Edgar arrived, with the
Pheenix prize of 8o guns, having on board the Spanith Admiral,
Don Juan de Langara y Huarte. This thip had loft her mizen
and main top-maits, but feemed little injured in the hull. The
Admiral, who was wounded in the engagement, was conduéted
on fhore in the evening to lodgings in town, and had every atten-
tion and compliment paid him which were due to his rank. At
night, Admiral Digby, in the Prince George, worked round Europa
with eleven or twelve fhips;’ but Sir George remained with the
crippled prizes, and with the main body of the fleet, off Marbella,
a Spanith town, formerly of note, fixteen leagues to the eaftwa:r’

of Gibraltar,
Tug
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Tux 20th, being the anniverfary of the King of Spain’s birth-
day, Admiral Barcelo’s fhips weresdecorated according to cuftom.
When the colours were ftruck ig the evening, the flag-fhip, with
her confort of 5o guns, was hauled clofe in Jand ; and the next
day a large party began to ere@ a battery on the fhore for their
protetion ;- being apprehenfive, probably, of an attack from the
Britith fleet. The night of the 21ft, the Enemy unmafked the
«ather batteries in the lines, which again caufed a general difturbance
among(t the inhabitaits, - Every thing feemed now prepared to fire
upon the town. ~The convoy continued beating up ; but the prizes
were fo damaged in their rigging, that they could not be expeted to
make the Bay till the wind veered round to the eaft. Early on the
22d, feveral men of war, in coming into the Bay, were carried down
under the Enemy’s batterics, near Point Mala, which occafioned a
general alarm in their camp. . Drums beat to arms, and their artil-
lery opened in an inftant. The boats of the flest, hmver, were

‘ordered to their afliftance, and the thips were towed hack ‘without

receiving much damage. . One man was killed, and two wounded,
on board -tl:e TCtt‘ibl&t all of them Spgﬁiﬁpmm‘

Sir GrorGE, onhis arrival off the coaft of Barbaty, had fent
intelligence to Mr. Logic, to prepare- ‘fupphcs for: the Garrifon.
Three veflels, therefore, failed in the courfe of the 22d for Tetuan,
to bring over what was at hand. ' The Cenful had provided cattle,
fafcines, pickets, &c. in readmefs for the ﬁnps when they artived ;
but, to his furprife, the ﬁnps Aent m%rry of . ‘jﬂ wlinefs, under”
convoy of the Bedford, were tranfports, . ﬁ;ttad up: tbr the reception
of troops, with thagy weeks. provifions on board; and befofe “the
births could be removed to adinit the fupplies, thewind cm&%wfy,
and the fhips were obliged to return without them. - This twerﬁght*
was of great detrimeat to the Garriford, as at this. peno& we might
have procured freth provifions, which Wxth momy would have -

{erved
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ferved for fome months. The garrifon veffels were afterwards fent 1780,
for thefe articles; but after Sir George Rodney’s departure, moft of J‘:l..
them were detained by the vigilance of the Enemy’s cruifers.

WE learned by the Childers, on the 23d, that Sir George was at
anchor, with the prizes, in Tetuan Road; and waited only a
favourable wind to join the remainder of the fleet in the Bay.
As the town of Tetuan has frequently been mentioged in the
preceding pages, and probably will as often oceur in the COffle of
the fubfequent ; the reader will perhaps not be difpleafed to find in
this place a fhort defcription of it. Tetuan is a very ancient town
in Barbary, fituated to the fouth-caft of Ceuta, about fix miles from
the fea, on a river which meanders beautifully through a pleafant
country ; but which has a bar at the entrance, that renders it
unnavigable for large (hips.  Small vefiels get up about two miles, as
far as Marteen, which is the quay and port of Tetuan. The town is
walled round with fquare towers at different diftances, to flank the
curtains, It is built on the gentle flope of a hill; and the houfes
being white, with flat roofs, have the appearance at a diftance of an
encampment. The buildings are {o contrived, thata perfon may go
from one end of the town to the other, without defcending into the
ftreets ; and in this manner their women, by occupying the upper
ftories, vifit each other without being expofed to the fight of the
male fex in the ftreets belows

- 'Tue Town has a manufaftory, and carries on a confiderabic
trade, principally in barter: the road is, however, fo cxpoitd
towards the eaft, that fhips dannot remain there during the Levant
winds. The Moors exchange cattle, poultry, and fruit, for other
articles; and when there is a truce between the powers, fupply
feveral parts of Spain wit) provifions. The oranges of Tetuan
are cfteemed the largeft and beft-flavoured of any in that part of
the globe.

h' Tur
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780, Twar Enemy, we imagined, were not a little alarmed by the

.2-.» cafual appearance of. our {hxps ox' the morning of the 22d; sas,

| for feveral days after, they wese bufy in removing cannon from
their artillery-park to the different batttries along the coaft. At
Algeziras, the top~-mafts and yards of the men of war were ftruck,
and the fhips hauled as clofe in land, ugder the prote@ion:of the
new battery, as the depth of water would admit, Several Spanith
Wifigers yre now permitted to return on their parole to Spain.
The 24th, the Childers failed back to Tetuan; and foon after
arrived a Britith letter of marque from Newfoundland, laden with
falt-fith.

WaurLst the fleet remained in the Bay, the Governor and
Garrifon were often honoured with the prefence of the Royal Mid-
fthipman, Prince William-Henry ; and when that youthful hero, on
his return, laid his early laurels at the feet of his Royal Father,
he prefented, at the fame time, a plan of the garrifon, in the relief
of which he had made his firft naval effay. In that plan were
delineated the tmprovements which the place had undergone, and
the new batteries ere¢ted on the heights fince the commencement of
the blockade..

Tue mention of his Royal Highnefs brings to my recolle&ion
an anecdote of him, which occurred whilft the fleet was in the Bay.
The Spanith Admiral, Don Juan Langara, one morning vifited
Admiral Digby, to whofe charge the Prince was intrufted; and
Don Langara was of courfe introduced to his Royal Highnefs.
During the conference between the Admirals, Prince William retired ;
and when it was intimated that Don Juan wifhed to return, His
Royal Highnefs appeared in his character of midfhipman, and
refpecifully informed’ the Admiral, thit the boat was ready. The

Spaniard,
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Spaniard, aftonithed to foe the fon of a Monarch aing as a petty
officer, immediately exclaimed,” * Well does Great-Britain merit
#¢ the empire of the fea, when the humbleft fations in her Navy
‘¢ are ﬁapported by Princet of the Blood.”

THREE of the Enemy, on the 25th, deferted to the Garrifon ; 2
fourth, attempting to defert, was retaken, and another was fhot by the
purfuers within mufket-fhot of our lines. We fired fmulf'
at the horfemen who followed them, and wounded two of their
horfes. ‘The deferters faid it was reported, that the Enemy intended
bombarding the town the fucceeding day. For feveral preceding
months we had reafon, from their operations, to think fuch an
event not improbable. Seven or eight mortar-batteries had been
diftributed along their lines, in which, according to our intelligence,
were upwards of forty mortars : thefe, with the cannon bearing on
the garrifon from their gun-batteries, amounted in all to upwards
of 100 pieces of ordnance. They therefore were not unprepared
for fuch fervice; but whether the circumftance of the Spanith
.Admiral and officers being lodged in town might not at that time
in fome degree influence their condu®, or whether they were over-
awed by the ftrong naval force in their neighbourhod, they deferred
the bombardment to a more diftant peried. :

Str GEORGE arrived in the Sandwich from Tetuan on the 25th;
and the following day, the prizes, and remaining men of war,
were all at anchor in the Bay. A council of war was immediatcly
held on the Admiral’s arrivgl; but the fubjeét of their debates
was not made public. Late in the evening of the fame day, 2
Newfoundland veflel with fith, coming in, approached fo clofe to
the Enemy’s coaft, that our guard-boats were obliged to brmg her

o her propcr birth.
N 2  Tux
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“Twr Fortune floop carried over to Point Mala, on the 26th,
the Spanith wounded prifongrs : Admiral Langara, with his fuite,
ftill remained in town.  Admiral Sir Goorge Brydges Rodney landed
on the 27th at Ragged-ftaff, and, after Wﬁtmg the Spanith Admiral,
dired with the Governor. Prince leham, with Admiral Digby,
&c. likewife dined at the Convent.' - The fame day, the Governor
ordered thofec foldiers wives and children, who were not provided
WiWc months provifions, to prepare to leave the garrifon with
the fleet : 250 1b. of flour, or 360 Ib. of bifcuit, was ftated as fufficient
for one perfon. By this regulation many ufelefs hands were fent
home, which would have been a vaft burthen on the garrifon,
circumftanced as we afterwards were. The evening of the 28th,
the Childers failed for England with difpatches from the Admiral ;
but meeting with a gale of wind at weift, (he was compelled to
return, after lofing her fore-yard, and throwing four guns over-board.

At night came in a deferter from the Walon guards.

ABouT noon, on the 29th, a large fhip appeared from the
weftward : on doubling Cabrita Point fhe was difcovered to be any
enemy. Signals were inftantly made for the Edgar and two
frigates to attack her. In the mean time the Spaniard feemed
greatly confufed, but at laft worked clofe in land, between two
barbet Datteries at the Point. Several broadfides were exchanged
between her and the Edgar, whilft the frigates attacked the bat-
teries. They were however after fome time recalled, the Admiral
being apprehenfive that they might fuftain greater damage from the
land, than the ohjett in attion would excufe. The fame day the
fecond battalion of the 73d regiment, or Lord M‘Leod’s High~
landers, commanded by Licut. Col. George M*‘Kenzic, difembarked
from on board the fleet at the New mole, and took poffeffion of the
cafemates in the King’s baftion, &c. ‘This regiment was intended
for Minorca; but General Eliott thought proper, with the advice

of
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6F e Admirals, &c._to detain them. -, Their ftrength at this time
was 30 officers, 6 flaff officers, o ferjeants, 22 drummers, and
944 rank and file: an excellent réinforcement in our fituation, fince
the fcurvy had already begun to appear among us. Colonels Picton
and Mawhood, with many other officers, joined their corps alfo by
this fleces. On:the nightof the 29th, came in three more Walons.

The Minorca convoy failed on the 31, under the Marlborough, .

Invincible; &c. - The wind changing to the ¢aft in &fog’
the Childers made another attempt to -pafs the Straits; which fhe

effeCted, and carried. hoine difpatches giving authentic accounts of

the preceding vu‘.’tory

Sir Gmomcn, when he captured the Caracca fleet, judged. that
the cargoes of feveral would be ufeful to the Garrifon: he therefore
brought with him what thips he thought would be ferviceable, and
landed their freights along with the fupplies which Government

had fent out. A great number of guns of heavy metal, and fome -

hundred barrels of powder, were alfo purchafed from the Spanith
prizes by the Governor, notwithftanding he had received a large
{upply of the latter by the convoy. . The artillery (whofe conftant
pradtice it was to try the ftrength of powder on the batteries)
afterwards compared the“quality and ftrength of the Britith and
Spanith powder, and found the former greatly fuperior.

In the bcgmnmg of February, the wind from the §.W. blew
a ftrong. gule, which, from the foulnefs of the anchorage off Rolia
Bay, &c. involved the ficet in great diftrefs. Some of them were
in very imminent danger of bcmg forced upon. the rocks, particu=
larly one of -the Spanifh prizes, which withqut doubt would have
_expericneed that fatp, i {eafonable, aﬁiﬂ'ancc ‘had not been fent her,”
and. the wind had _not abated, : The 3d, Admiral Barcelo again
hmﬁed;,}hxs flag: and. qnﬁga, baving fecured bhis fhjps by a firong
hoom,’ and, completed the battery on the land, whﬁh‘mounted

22 guns.
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22 guns. Merlons were alfo added to the Fort on the fland,

i Which before was en barbet.

Turee deferters came in on the gth: they were immediately fent
on board the fleet, where the others had been ordered the preceding
day, to ‘take their paffage for England. ¢ Thefe men gave difmal
accounts of the Enemy’s fu&'cnngs in camp, where univerfal

iic>nter: “prevailed on account of the great fcarcity and dearnefs
of pr&viﬁons. We little doubted the truth of this intelligence :
the neighbourhood of their camp, from our own knowledge of
the country, was not capable of fubfifting fo large an army;
confequently they were obliged to be fupplied with provifions, &c.
from places at a diftance ; and thefe refources, fince Admiral
Rodney’s arrival, had been cut off. Our cruifers, in truth, not
only obftrutted thefe fupplies, but alfo prevented the garrifon of
Ceuta from receiving the refrefhments from Spain which their
fituation made neceffary ; and our intelligence from Barbary men-
tioned that that garrifon was in a fimilar, if not worfe condition
than their oppofite friends. If Sir George therefore had continued
fome time longer in the Mediterrancan, our enemies probably

would have been reduced to grcater difficulties than we ourfelves
had experienced.

As THis fortrefs is in forne degree conne@ed with the fubjeét of
the prefent narrative, it may not Be improper to relieve the reader’s
attention by a brief defeription of “it. The town -of Ceuta is
fituated on the qoaft of Barbary, aboyt 15 miles to the fouthward of
Gibraltar. In the zra of the Romans it was a town of fome note,
‘but on the decline of that empire fell, like others, to the dominion
of the Goths and Moors. - Ceuta remained in the poffeffion of the
latter till the year 1414, when John I King of ‘Portugal, with a
formidable fore€; furprifed and took it. ‘The Moors afterwards
amade mafuy attempts to recover it, dut i in vain'; and ever fince, it

- has
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Hag remained in the poffeffion of the Chriftians. Upon the demife
of Henry of Portugal, in 1578, that crown was feized upon by
the Spaniards ; Ceuta confequently bécame a Spanifh garrifon : and
when the Portuguefe retolted, under John Duke of Braganza,
in 1640, and again eftablithed” themfelves into a diftin® kingdom,
Ceuta did not, with the reft’ of the Empire, return to its natural
allegidnce, but contmued in the hands-of the Spaniards, by whom
it has been held ever fince.

BeING a promontory projecting into the fea, the fituation of

Ceuta is not much different from that of Gibraltar. The town,
which is built on the neck of land that joins it to the Continent,
is ftrongly fortified in the modern manner. The fuburbs are at
fome diftance, in order to be more out of reach of the thells, in-
cafe of an attack from the Jand ; and they extend to the foot of a
mountain, at the extremity of the peninfula, on which are ereGed.
a watch-tower and caftle, furrounded with a fortified wall, about a
Yeague in circumference. The fortifications are kept in good repair
by flaves, who are fentenced to this- punithment frem the different
prifons in Spain; and-a ftrong garrifon is kept in the fortrefs, to
prevent a furprife from the Moors, who, like the Spaniards with
refpet to Gibraltar, have a watchful eye over it. The city is
regularly furnithed with provifions from the uppofite ports in Spain ;
and being deftitute of water, which was formerly conducted by an
aqueduct from the neighbourhood, is fupplied with that article from
Eftepona, a fmall Spanith fithing-town about nine leagues to the
caftward of Glbraltar

ANoTHER deferter came in on the 10th of February. The day
following, the invalids and women embarked on board the fleet.
By the 12th the fupplies were all landed, and'the rigging -of the
Spanith prizes being rcpaxred the fleet prepared ts_return. - The

fame d&y a flag of truce bronght over fome Englith prxTqurs one
of
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of them, the mafter of a merchantman, which had been taken in
her voyage to the Garrifon, informed us that the boom at Algeziras
was a twenty-two-inch cable-tope, buoyed up by cafks, to prevent
our fending fire-thips among their {hippirg.

Tue Spanith Admiral, having regulated with Sir George Rodney
every thing concerning the exchange and releafe of prifoners, was
Yarmitted,gon the 13th, to return upon his parole into Spain. He
was conducted, with part of his fuite, in the Governor’s carriage,
to the Spanifh lines, where he was received by his friends, and with
them proceeded on to the camp. The {ucceeding day, the remainder
of the Spanith officers were taken by the Fortune floop, and landed
at the Orange-grove, Lieut. Williams, of the navy, (who, after
taking pofleflion of one of the Spanith priges in the altion off
St. Mary’s, was obliged to run her athore near Cadiz, aed furrender
him{lf prifoner) returned, with another officer, on board the floop,

‘to the Garrifon. The liberal and polite behaviour of the Navy and

the Governor to Don Langara and his countrymen, made a fentible
and lafting impreflion on their minds, and was, confefledly, of great
advantage to the Englith prifoners in Spain; particularly to thofe
taken in our neighbourhood, whe ever afterwards were treated with
_great attention and humanity,

In the evening of the 13th, the Britith fleet got under way,
-excepting the Edgar and the Panther thips of the line, the Enter-~
prife and Porcupine frigates, which were left behind, as great part
of their crews had heen rcmovcd to man the prizes. The Enemy,
-on their appearing in motion, immediately gave the alarm, which
was communicated by iignals from their towers along the coafts
towards Cadiz, At dufk, few of our fhips were in ﬁght from the
upper part of the hill,

CHAP-
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CHAPDTER 1IV.

The Spaniards renew the blockade e Attempt to burn our ﬁgbpmg 5ymr:e
Sfire-fhips; but mifearryv—Gun-boats.—Garrsfon again difreffed.—m
"Enemy effeitually cut off the fupplies from Barbary.—Break ground
in advance from their lines.—Scurvy very prevalentogQm
religued by the ufe of lemons—Mode of ufing this vegetable ac:d.—-

Garr ifon obtain a few ﬁ:pplzes Jrom Minorea. ——Enemy retarded in
‘their operations.~—Spirited action between the Enemy and an Englifb
polacre~~Garrifon obliged to quit the gardens on the neutral ground.
—T angier —~Speedwell cutter arrives after a Spirited mgagmem‘ —
A py difrovered—~Mr. Logie,” the Britifp Conful in Bwréary,
expelled the Emperor’s dominions ~-Cruel treatment which be and
tbe other Britifb fubjects ‘experienced.~—Caufe ‘of ‘this event.—A

memorial from the Officers of the Garrifin.~~Great difirefs of the
troops.—The Kite cutter, Captain Trollop, arrives with intelligence
that the Britifh fleet is at the entrance qf the St: als.

'THE Garrifon might now be confi dared in a very perfe@ flaté
of defence. The fcurvy indeed had begun to affe@t many, and

threatened to become more general ;. but we flattered ourfelves that
the Enemy would give up their intention of ftasving us to-a furrender,

and, by relaxing in their vigilance at fea, might afford us an oppor-
tunity of sreceiving confant fupplies of thofe articles moft eflential
to health.- Our flores an ‘magagines were full ; a reinforcement had
joingd the gam{one; -mew fpirits. were ipfufed into the troops;
fincecthey were. cmmnmi, «from the. powcrful force fent to théi
xelief, that they were not forgotten in the mpltiplicity of obje%

which ,noocﬂimly engaged the attention of our fricads at homes:
O anmnan
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" ApmirarL Durr having returned on board the fleet to England,

v~ the command of the {quadron that remained in the Bay, confequently

devolved on Captain Eliott of the Edgar, who, on the 14th of
February, hoifted his broad pendant as Commodore.

Tue 16th of the fame month, Admiral Barcelo removed the
boom at Algeziras, and warped out to his former anchorage,
sqmediately detaching his fmall craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept
any % that might attempt coming in. In the afternoon, the
Enemy executed two men in camp, who, it was imagined, had been
retaken in attempting to defert : their bodies were not cut down
until the zoth. This punithment feemed however to have little
effect; for at night three others came in, having fwum round Fort
Barbara. ‘The multitude of deferters from the Spanith lines during
the whole of the fiege, is one of the circumftances leaft capable of
a fatisfactory explanation. What could thefe unhappy men expect
in a confined and blockaded garrifon, and even at a time when
they could not fail to be acquainted with the diftrefs and difficulties
under which we laboured ? The very a& of efcaping was attended
with innumerable dangers; and, fhould the Garrifon afterwards
fall into the hands of the Enemy, they were certain to meet with
the fevereft punithment., There is, however, a kind of heroifm in
the paffions : difguft, or refentment, will prompt men to overlook

dangers and difficulties, which, in the line of their duty, weuld be
efteemed infurmountable,

A VENETIAN came in from the weft, on the 21ft : the fpoke
the Britith fleet all well to the weft of Cape St.Vincent. The fub-
fequent day, a Dutch prize, laden with flour, was fent in by the
Maidftone privateer, which arrived herfelf on the 23d. Several
other veflels came jn during the intepmediate time to the 27th :
when a Spanith fquadron of four line-of-battle fhips, two frigates,

and
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ind 4 xcbeqnc, joined Admiral Barcelo from the weft, and again

blocked up the port. From tha patchcd and diforderly appearance
of their fails and rigging, it was eonjeGtured that they were ﬁttcd
up in hafte, and folely fot the duty of the blockade: it gave s
however fome uneafinefs to find them again likely to adopt their”

fcrmcr fyﬁcm.

AT day-break, on the preceding day, we difcovered a vcﬂébat
anchor off Waterport, which we fired upon, fuppofing: her to be
a Spamard the immediately fent her boat to Ragged-ftaff, and
informed us that fhe was of Naples, and bound to London ; that the
had touched at Minorca, and had on board two Englith difcharged
foldiers, and two women paffengers. The boat retarned, and foon
after went on fhore at Fort St. Philip, where it remained about half
an hour. In the evening the Enemy fired a fhot at the veflel; upon
which fhe fent her boat & fecond time athote: we anfwered the thot
from Willis’s : ncverthele(s at night the went over unperceived to

Algeziras.

In the beginning of March, three regiments decamped from the
Enemy’s army, and took different routes. On the night of the 2d,
two Genoefe fiilors, who had formerly belonged 6 a privateer of
the Garrifon, came over to us in'a finall boat from Algeziras. The
following day a Spanifh convoy under a Commodore arrived in the
Bay, from the weft. The Govérnor, on the 11th,; ordered the
Garrifon to be victualled monthly (bread excepted) in the following
proportion : for a' foldier, eagh firft and third week, 11b. of pork,
21b. of falt fith, which had been purchafed from the Newfound-
‘land {’hxp, 2 pints of" pea[c, 11b. of flour; 31b. of raifins ; 11b.
of rice; goz. of Butter ;17 pint of oatmeal. Second and fourth'
week, 111b. of beef, 21b. 4f fith, 2 pints of |peafe, 1'1b. of rice,
502 of butter, 131b. of wWheat, 3lb, of raifing: . The falt cod

O 2 being
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% being indifferent of its. kind,. and the foldiers not having proper

vegetables to drefs with. it,” provedevery pernicious. This article:
continued to be delivered for heas feven months; and undoubtedly,.
in“a great degree, promoted that dreadful diforder, the fcurvy,.
‘which, before Sir George Rodney arrived, had made its appearance,.
and afterwards became very general and‘ fatal. The Governor,.
howeyer, in this new diftribution, confidered the hofpital, whofe

}rqgr;i;n of falt meat was le(s, and more nourithing articles iffued .
in ftea®”

NoTwiTHSTANDING the repeated affurances from the Spaniards,..
that the Englifh prifoners in our neighbourhood fhould be exchanged.
for thofe taken with Admiral Langara, none were yet fent in agreeably,
to that Admiral’s promife : . Commodore Eliott was therefore under.
the neceflity of making.a formal demand, and to enforce it told them,,
if they did not comply, he thould expect the Spanifh Admiral would
return with the officers then upon their parole. This convinced.
them the Commodore was no longer to be trifled with : accordingly, .
on the 12th, about 390 Britith feamen were received on board the
Fortune floop, and diftributed amongft the men. of. war, whofe
crews, as I have mentioned before, were fent to man the Spanifh. .
prizes. 'The fame day a Moorith floop came .in from Malaga, and.
brought intelligence that the Enemy had fitted up feveral fire-fhips.
in the Bay. In the evening, three of the 72d abfcntcd themfelves.
from their corps : fearch was made the fycceeding day, and two of
them were difcovered afleep in a cave, behind the Sugar-Loaf Point. .
They had cut up their working-dreffes into threds, which were tied .
together to favour their defcent down* the rock ; and it is imagined -
the following night they would have repmted their attempt to
get off. Qne of thefe men was afterwards execu:ed, bus the other
was pardoned.

Tre.
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‘Tre Fly packet arrived the 14th, with an Englith mail. In the
efternoon the Maidftone came®in, with a fettee prize, which the
€aptain had cut out of Malaga road. A privateer, called the Alert;
Beat in-from the weft oh the.15th, notwithftanding an eafterly
wind. A prize following. her was taken off Cabrita Point. The
19th, the Enemy fent ip 41 Britifh feamen, who were diftributed
as before. .

Tue Enemy at this time were not particularly employed. ~ Some
new arrangements were made in their artillery-park ; and in their
camp they were bufy, colleting bruth-wood for fafcines,. which
caufed various conjectures in the Garrifon concerning their future
operations. A falute and feu-de-joie were fired in their camp on
the 19th, fuppofed to be occafioned by the birth of a fon to the

Princefs of Afturias.. The night of the 23d, the Alert failed with

difpatches for England; and .on the 29th we received from the
Enemy more Englith prifoners. In the courfe of the month the
Garrifon loft-four men by defertion,

AprRriL was not remarkable forany events of moment. On the
2d, the Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, Bart. failed to
the caftward on a cruife. The jsth, arrived the Fly packet: fhe
reported “that -a merchantman, bound to the Garrifon, had been
obi’iged by.a north wind, when fhe was almoft arrived in the Bay,
to pafs to the caftward, and put into Tetuan, where the waited a
favourable opportunity to renew her attempt. The Fortune floop,
on the 6th, took over to the Enemy 300 Spaniards, who had been
confined as prifoners for fome time in our Navy-hofpital. She
 returned with nine Britith, and two days after took over 280 pri-
. faners. The night of the 12th a floop, with two fettees, came 'in
from’ Tangier: the formenbrought a packet {jom Mr. Logie; and
‘the latter, cattle, and -otﬁc} acceptable articles, . “The following day

' ' : S we
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we obferved the Enemy forming 2 budge ‘of pontons acrofs. the
mouth of the river Guadaranque .« At night, the Hyena frigate,
Capt. Thompfon, arrived i thirteen days from England. She
was chafed by the Enemy’s cruifers, and*fired at, but reccived very
little damage. The 20th, the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, und the
Hyena, with a privateer, failed to the weft, notwithftanding the
Enery’s fuperiority in the Bay. Admiral Barcelo feemed to fufpect
thqrtmtentxon for inftantly on their appearing under fail, he made
afi gnaf for his fquadron to purfue. The Edgar and her confort
were, howgver, out of fight before the Spaniards got abreaft of
Cabrita Point.

Towarps the conclufion of the month, the Enemy were more
active in their camp, and fometimes in the lines; to which place
they brought down a great quantity of fafcines. They were chiefly
employed in raifing the boyau, and making repairs, which were
however fo trifling, that our artillery did not difturb them. Befides
the arrivals already noted, we received fupplies by two or three boats
from the Barbary coaft; and in the courfe of the month, three
deferters came over from the Enemy, one of whom f{wam from
Teflé’s battery to Landport.

~ May was not lefs barren of interefting occurrences than the pre-
ceding month. Several deferters attempted to get in, but fome
were fo unfortunate as to be overtaken by their purfuers. Thefe
wretches were generally executed the fucceeding day, but the example
did not deter others from fimilar attempts..

Tue 4th, the Fly returned with fowls, leather, and fruit. Two
days following, the Enemy’s army were under arms in two divifions,
and performed a fhap engagement. Ope divifion took poft on the
cminence above the Stone-quarry, undeq the Queen of Spain’s chair,
and was attacked by the other from below.  After a fmart cannonade,

and
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and brifk diﬁ.hérgc of. mufquetry, the party above gave way; but
the night prevented our obfervigg the conclufion. The fucceeding
day, the Fortune received from a Spanith flag of truce 47 prifoners,

very few of whom were PBritith. At night finall arms were dif-

charged on the neutral ground, fuppofed to be at fome deferters who
were coming off. One Walon reached the barrier, and inforhed
us that feveral of his colrades agreed to follow him. The sth,
two men were executed in the Spanith camp ; probably, the
who were retaken.

ANOTHER deferter, belonging to the regiment of Eftremadura,
came in on the 11th, and was remarkable for being the firft native
of Spain who deferted. The Spanifh infantry in general is raifed
upon a local eftablithment. Each diftri& is required, by an ancient
law called the Quinta, to furnith a certain proportion of troops
and the men are enrolled for about feven or eight years fervice,
after which time they are permitted to return to their refpe@ive
provinces: and, as the Spaniards are all ftrongly attached to their
native fpot, defertion is confequently lefs common with them than
with any other troops. Moft of the men who deferted to us,
came from thofe regiments in their fervice which are compofed of
foreigners.

A Swepe was brought-to from Europa, the 15th, and obliged

to come in. We were much difappointed in her lading, which -

was falt. We had a few days before received fome fupplies from
Tangier; and on the 18th two boats arrived from Tetuan, with
fowls and oil: the latter reported that the Fly packet, which had
left us on the r1th, was driven afthore on the Barbary coaft by
the Enemy’s cruifers, who, after the crew had quitted her, took
poflefion. We were much concerned at this intelligence ; for the
Fly was a fat failer, and thad been very fordnnate in frequently

paffing
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we obferved the Enemy forming a bridge of pontons acrofs. the

‘mouth of the river Guadamnque ¢ At night, the Hyena frigate,

Capt. Thompfon, arrived in thirteen days from England. She
was chafed by the Enemy’s cruifers, and*fired at, but reccived very
little damage. The 20th, the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and the
Hycna, with a privateer, failed to the weft, notwithitanding the
Enendy’s fuperiority in the Bay. Admiral Barcelo feemed to fulpett
'the] mtennon for inftantly on their appearing under {ail, he made
a fignal X for his fquadron to purfue. The Edgar and her confort
were, however, out of fight before the Spaniards got abreaft of
Cabrita Point.

Towarps the conclufion of the month, the Enemy were more
ative in thejr camp, and fometimes in the lines; to which place
they brought down a great quantity of fafcines. They were chiefly
employed in raifing the boyau, and making repairs, which were
however fo trifling, that our artillery did not difturb them. Befides
the arrivals already noted, we received {upplics by two or three boats
from the Barbary coaft; and in the courfe of the month, three
deferters came over from the Enemy, one of whom fwam from
Teflié's battery to Landport.

MAy was not lefs barren of interefting occurrences than the pre-
ceding month., Several deferters attempted to get in, but fome
were fo unfortunate as to be overtaken by their purfuers. Thefe
wretches were generally executed the {uceeeding day, but the example
did not deter others from fimilar attempts.

THE 4th, the Fly returned with fowls, leather, and fruit. Two
days following, the Enemy’s army were under arms in two divifions,
and performeda ﬂmm engagement. Ope. divifion took poft on the
eminence above the Stone-quarry, undeq the Queen of Spain’s chiair,

and was attacked by the other from below.  After a fmart cannonade,

and
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and brifk difcharge of mufquetry, the party above gave way; but
the night prevented our obfervipg the conclufion. The fucceeding
day, the Fortune received from a Spaaith flag of truce 47 prifoners,
very few of whom were Britith. At night fmall arms were dif-
charged on the neutral ground, fuppofed to be at fome deferters who
were coming off. One Walon reached the barrier, and inforthed
us that feveral of his comrades agreed to follow him. The woth,
two men were cxecuted in the Spanith camp ; probably, thelame,
who were retaken. i

ANoTHER deferter, belonging to the regiment of Eftremadura,
came in on the 11th, and was remarkable for being the firft native
of Spain who deferted. The Spanith infantry in general is raifed
upon a local eftablithment.  Each diftrict is mquired, by an ancient
law called the RQuinta, to furnith a certain proportion of troops ;
and the men are enrolled for about feven or eight years fervice,
after which time they are permitted to retarn to their refpetive
provinces: and, as the Spaniards are all ftrongly attached to their
native fpot, defertion is confequently lefs common with them than
with any other troops. Moft of the men who deferted to us,
came from thofe regiments in their fervice which are compofed of
foreigners.

A Swepe was brought-to from Europa, the 15th, and obliged
to come in. We were much difappointed in her lading, which
was falt. We had a few days before received fome fupplies from
Tangier ; and on the 18th two boats arrived from Tetuan, with
fowls and oil: the latter reported that the Fly packet, which had
left us on the ri1th, was driven afhore on the Barbary coaft by
the Enemy’s cruifers, who, after the crew had quitted her, took
-poffefion. We were much concerned at this intelligence ; for the
Fly was a faft failer, and pad been very forunate in frequently

‘ . pafling
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paﬂing in and out unobferved. The zoth, came in a Moofitk
floop from Malaga, with butter, mﬁns, and, leather : the latter
article was much wanted ; mdccd fo fearce was it become ia
the garrifon, that faveral oﬁiccrs. and, moft of the men, had
been neceflitated to wear thoes shade of canvas, with foles of
fpu‘: yarn,

ETTER OF MARQUE arrived on the 25th from Leghorn, with
'.iwﬁe, oil, and other articles: a very valuable cargo to the Garrifon,
On the joth the Enemy’s army were again under arms. Their
-smanceuvres on ‘that day, wdre:the attack and defence of a convoy
Their parties, as in the laft month, continued arranging the
ordnance in their artillery-park, and bringing down to the lines,
materials for the repair of their works. Our atillery, however,
took little notice of them. ' '

In the beginning of June we received fome feafonable fupplies,
by the arrival of three boats from Tetuan, and one from Tangier,
By the latter we had intelligence, that the Fox packet, from Faro,
and a floop, were at that place, avaiting an opportunity to get in;
and by this, or one of the former veffels, Mr. Logie gavc infor-
mation that the Enemy had prepared feveral fire-thips, to burn
sour fhipping in the Bay. Two months before, he had intimated to

- ‘Commodore Eliott, that the Spaniards had five fire-fhips in readi-
- nefs for immediate ufe ; and that ‘they had once made an attempt

4o fend them over, but the wind failed. cheatmg the mtclhgcnce,
here&re, at this time, was peculiarly fortunate, as the next mghtv

~ they attempted to put in execition thtir defign. The fame day, 4

‘Spanith thip of the line failed-from Algeziras, to the eaftwardi

Our naval force, at this period, confifted of ‘the Panther of

- ¥o guns, -Capt, Hm’vey, (who, {ince C{»mmadore Ehott 's departure,

-commanded
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commanded in the Mediterranean) ; the Enterprife frigate, Captain
Lefley ; two armed veflels comynanded by lieutenants, with feveral
armed tranfpoerts ; and other fhips, pelonging to merchants.  On the
morning of the 7th, a litsle after midnight, the Enterprife, which
was anchored to the northward, off the New-mole head, difcovered
feveral fail approaching hcr froin the oppofite fide of the Bay: %cy
were hailed ; but before fatisfactory anfwers could be recjived,
feveral fire-works and inflammable fubftances were thrown on lgeard,
and fix fire-thips fuddenly appeared in the form of a crefcent,
bearing down upon her, and the ordnance-fhips in the New mole.
Captain Lefley, with immediate prefence of mind, inftantly fired
three guiis to alatm his friends, and cutting his cable, drove clofer
in thore. The Panther and fhipping, on the appearance of the
Enemy, immediately commenced a brifk cannonade to retard their
progrefs; and, manning their boats, the officers and feamen, with
their ufual intrepidity, grappled the fhips; and, notwithftanding
the. fiercenefs of the flames, towed them clear of our veffels undet
the walls, where they were afterwards exftinguithed. Befides thefe
fix, which were intended for the Néw mole, three others were
lighted, and.directed towards the Panther, at anchot off Buema-
Vifta: but ane was towed off by the boats, and the other two were
at fo great a diftance that they drove out to fea to the eaftward.

TuE Garrifon was as early alarmed as the Navy. The drums beat
to arms ; the guards werc all upon their defence; and the picquets,
with the different regiments, affembled at their pofts, and continued
under arms till day-break. The artillery from thie batteries feconded
the fire frony the thips ; but the darknefs of the night prevented any
certain ktowledge of. the effe®. The wind, which was favourable
for their purpofe in the begirining of the night, fortunately grew
#ill ;when they were moft in need of it. The largeft of them,
neverthelcfs, would certairfly have got into the New mole amongft

P the
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the ordnance~tranfports, had not a few bar-fhot, from a thxrty-

e two-pounder at the Mole-head, tugned her round, and the current

carried her into Rofia Bay.

Tue Navy, on this occafion, cannot be too highly commended for:
the(r courage, condu, and alertnefs. Their intrepidity overcame
evely obftacle; and though three of the’ fhips were linked, with
cha}yés and ftrong cables, and every precaution was taken to render
thém fuccefsful, yet, with uncommon refolution and adtivity, the
Britifh feamen feparated, and towed afhore the veflels, with no other
injury to themfelves than a few bruifes. The defign all together,.
to do juftice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, was well projected ;
and his. fquadron judicioufly ftationed. at the entrance of the Bay,
to intercept our men of war in. cafe they had attempted to efcape
from the fire-thips®*. We afterwards were informed, that Admiral
Barcelo propofed to Don. Alvarez, ‘to draw off our attention from
the fouthward by opening his land-hatteries on the Town.. Wiithout
doubt fuch a proceeding would have diverted the attention of the
Garrifon in fome meafure {from the thipping: but,.as the Navy had
the principal, nay, I may. fay the fole honour of oppofing the fire-
fhips, . their endeavours would not have been lefs ftrenuous, nor.of.
courfe lefs fuccefsful.

Tue hulls of the fire-thips were foon after broke up and fold to
the inhabitants for fewel, and proved a moft feafonable reliefi
Firing was become a. more important article than before; which
may appear very extraordinary to the reader, when he looks back to
the thort . time which had elapfed finee the departure of. Sir George
Rodney’s fleet; but. it is neceflary to inform him, that the colliers
intended for the Garrifon were too late. in coming round from the

- Downs,

* This occurrence is introdaced in i&c Chart of the Bay.
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Downs, to join at Spithead: Sir George Rodney therefore failed
without them.

Tue morning of the 8th, arrived the Fox packet, and another
veflel from Faro; and in the courfe of the 10th and 12th, four byats
came in from Tetuan and Jangier, with various cargoes : the Pattons
reported it was current at Tangier, that we killed 14 or 15 mzn in
the attack of the fire-fhips, and that the Spaniards had feveral Yrare
fire-thips ready in the Bay, with which it was not improbable they
might make a fecond attempt. Our Navy were confequently very
vigilant, and kept a good look-out. For fome weeks paft we
had been remarkably fuccefsfiul in receiving thefe {mall, and very
acceptable fupplies. Their cruifers, however, now began to be
more alert, and appeared to be ftationed with better judgement. On
the 15th, a boat was taken coming in, but her confort efcaped;
and on the zoth, another arrived from Tangier, which breught
intelligence, that a large thip, with coals and butter, bound to the
Garrifon, was captured by the Spaniards, two days before, under
the guns of Tangier. The 24th, feveral broadfides were exchanged
between four of the Enemy’s thips, paffing to Algeziras, and our
thipping, and batterics at the fouthward. Some few fhot came
athore, but no particular damage 'was received. The Enterprife had
eighteen failors burnt by the explofion of fome powder.

EarLy on the 27th, four Spanith gun-boats, with a xebeque and
two gallies, approached under cover of the night, and fired upon
the Panther. A brifk difcharge was however returned, and they
foon retired. One fhot ftruck the fouth pavilion, and three were
fired through the Panther. This mode of annoyance the Enemy
afterwards greatly improved upon. Thefe boats were ftrongly built,
but “ill finithed: they had a fmall maft inclining forward from

the center of the boat, almoft over the bow; upon which was
P2 hoifted
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hoifted a latine yard and fail, which, at anchor, ferved. as an
awning to the men on board. 'They rowed aftonithingly fwift, and
each carried a twenty-fix-pounder in the bow. We never had 2
good opportunity of making any fatisfaltéry oblervations on. them,

- but, judged from their fize, that they were about 70 feot*long, and

20 broad.*

vkd? the beginning of July, the Panther man of war receiving
Lipwards of 100 Englith prifoners from the Enemy, Captain
Harvey failed for England. Some alterations and additions took
place the fame day in the garrifon detajl. The 4th, the Fortune
brought over more Britith prifoners. We had received fome
fupplies in the courfe of a few days by. two Moorith boats ; and
they were followed on the 11th of July, by one from Tangier,
which informed us of a fleet having been feen off that coaft, and that
two boats had been taken, comxng into the Bay. The fleet here
mentioned was the combined flcet of France and Spain, which foon
after captured our outward-bound Eaft and:Weft India fleets, and.
carried them into Cadiz.,

THE recent attempt of the, Enemy to burn the fhipping and
ftore-houfes at the. fouthward, added to the mtclhgcncc which the
Governor had received of the Enemy’s fleet being off Cadiz, caufed.
him to diret particular attention towards that quarter of the Gar-
rifon.  Batteries for heavy metal were made on the rock above
Parfon’s Lodge, at Rofia; and directions were: given for the New;

“mole to be cleared of thipping, that the ordnance might have,

more liberty to play. Other alteratibns alfo took place in that.
neighbourhood.  Early on the morning of the 17th, five gun-boats.
and four gallics fired upon the Enterprife, and fhipping in the New.

molg. ,

* A reprefentatian of them is Introduced in dhe Wek View of Gibraltar,
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mole.” One of the frigate’s forecaftldguns was difmounted,. and
her fore-ftay cut : fome fhot¢atac alfo of fhore.

been continued at mtcrvals, was b;“kcr on their parties, who were

Durine the remainder of tN¢ month, Sur firing, which had
principally employed- in formmg confider ble dépbts of fafcines,

cafks, and timbér, in the lines, and in :}llc&mg bruth-wood from:

the country : they were likewife very Yufy in difembarking ftores
which had lately arrived.  Several empty tranfport-vefiels, in the
courfe of this month, lcft the Garrifon for England. A man of
the 58th regiment deferted to the Enemy : one alfo came in from
the lines.

In Avguft few- incideats occurred on either fide. Our provi-
fions began to be bad, and extremely offenfive. What few fupplies
we received, were rather luxuries than fubfiantials : wine, fugar,
oil;. honey, onions, and articles of the like kind, compofed chicfly
the cargoes: of thofe craft which arrived. Sugar was rifen to
two fhillings and fix-pence per pound, and every thing elfe fold
in proportion. .

ABouT ten in the forenoon of the 3d, a fettee, coming in from:

the weft, was chafed. by the Enemy, and taken into Algeziras.
We imagined it was the Fox packet, which we then anxioufly
expected with an Englith mail; and our conjectures afterwards
were copfirmed. The 10th, we obferved the Enemy laying a bridge
of boats acrofs the river Palmones. Two.days following, a brig

was boarded almoft under our guns, and conduted to Algeziras.:

It was thought to be the fame, of which we had intelligence fome
time . before, and was laden with variety of articles much wanted :
her captuse was therefore greatly lamented. The night of the 1 5th,
fix failors defected, in a boat, from the New mole.  The fucceed-

ing
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ing day, the Fortuge floop feteived from the Enemy 64 prifoners.
Enfign Bradfhaw, of thcfs6th refigeent, and feveral who were
patlengers in the brig takgh on the 1fth, were of the number. At
night, five more failor ‘who wegfrowing guard, went over to the
‘Enemy. - In the nightfpf the th¥a Minorquin boat came in with
wine, tea, and faugar, in~ight days. Thg 27th and 29th, a foldier
and four failors deferted tokx;: Enemy. - It was imagined the failors
forced with them thc mMfhipman whoe commanded the boat.
Colonel Mawhood, of the 72d regimeat, died on the 29th.

A smavt boat arrived from Barbary on the 3oth, with informa-
tion that the Moors permitted the Spaniards to capture every Englith
wveflel which took refuge under the proteGion of their guns; that
the Spaniards would not allow any boats to leave the Bay -of

“Tangier, and only waited for orders from Admiral Barcelo to burn

and deftroy what remained. This intelligence very fenfibly affected
us. To be.cut off from what we had always confidered our domeitic
market, was a ftroke we little expeGted. We waited, however,
more authentic proofs of this extraordinary condué, before we
could implicitly believe the defection of thofe whom during the-
prefent conteft we had confidered as our firm friends.

SePTEMBER was as barren with refpet to material incidents, as
the preceding months. The Enemy finithed their ponton bridge
over the river Palmones on the 2d. About a week afterwards,
two foldiers of the g6th deferted. On the 213d, a flag of truce
brought over the midthipman carried off by the failors who deferted
the latter end of Auguft. The 29th, a deferter came in, in the
habit of a peafant: he fooke feveral languages fluently, and faid
he had been a ferjeant in their fervice. Some fufpicions arifing,
he was charged to remain with part of the 58th regiment at
‘Windmil-hill. The following day we remarked, that the Enemy’s

guards
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guards in the lines, at the hour of réjieving, amounted to about
300 infantry, and 70 artillery, bhefides cayalry.

very interefting. The blockade wws, if pcible, more ftri&t and

THue fituation of the Garrifo by this \Ye was again become
vigilant than before. Chains of finall crui’a’s were ftationed acrofs

the Straits, at the entrance of the Bay,{and on every fide of the

Rock ; and the late difagreeable intelligence from Tangier feemed

now confirmed, by our never having heard from that quarter during
the month. What little affiftance we therefore received, came from.
Minorca ; but the fupplies from that place were fo trifting, and.
fold at fuch enormous prices, that few were able to purchafe them.

‘We had not been favoured with a cargo of cattle for a long period,;
and the fcurvy began to gain confiderable afcendency over the efforts
of our furgeons. Our diftrefles, in fhort, promifed to be mose
acute and fatal than thofe we had already experienced.

Tue Enemy's operations on the land fide had been for many
months fo unimportant, as fcarcely to merit our attention. How-
ever, on the morning of the 1ft of October, we obferved they had
raifed an epaulement, about 6 or 700 yards advanced from their
lines. The preceding night, our out-guards had been alarmed with
an unufual noife on the neutral ground, like that of men at work :

feveral large fires alfo appeared, and fome attempts were made to-

burn our advaunced barriers with devils, and other combuftibles,
which were foon thrown off without taking effe@ ; and notice was
given to the Lines, Landport, and other guards. This alarm,
however, was not general tn the Garrifon. As the morning
advanced, the noife ceafed ; and we difcovered that they had fet fire
to the fithermen’s huts in the gardens : but when the day permitted
us to examine further, we obferved the above-mentioned work.

Tur
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Tur epaulement was abopt thirty yards in extent, of a fimple con-
ftruction, compofed of chindeliers, fafcines, and a few fand-bags ;
and was erected near the yindmill opfower on the neutral ground,
diflant about 1100 yapds from oyf grand battery. The Encmy’s
guns were elevated, find batt es manned ; which, with other
preparations in the lktes, feemed to argue that they expefted we
thould fire, and were detd mined to oppofc it. Thefe appearances,
probably, induced the Giwmor not to take any particular notice
of their work in the day: but at night, orders were fent to
throw a few light balls, to difcover if they were making any
addition. The inhabitants immediately took the alarm, upon being
told that the Enemy had thrown up an advanced work, and that

their batteries were manned ; and at night very few remained at the

north end of the town.

It now feemed evident, the Enemy had determined on a more
{erious attack, in cafe the fecodﬂ blockade was unfuccefsful : but
we were at a lofs to imagine what motives could influence them
to aét fo oppofite to the eftablithed mode of approaching a befieged

garrifon, by ereting a work fo diftant, and which had no con-
mexion with their eftablithed lines.

Tue LEnemy’s batteries continued to be manned till the 2d ; and
4o the afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez, accompanied by an
officer, fuppofed to be the Count d’Eftaing, who was expe@ed
in the Spanith camp when the laft deferter came in, vifited the
lines.  They remained three quarters of an hour at Fort St. Barbara,
viewing the rock with glafles. On their return they were faluted
from Point Mala; and as they paffed the front line of the camp, the
reginents turned out without arms. On the night of the 1d, a
fimart engagement was heard off Cabrita Point, fuppofed to be
between fome veflel attempting to come in, and the Enemy’s

«cruifers ;
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cruifers ; and the next morning, a floop, with Englith colours
~reverfed, was obferved at Algegjras.

EARLY on the 4th, our advanced guards difcovered the Enemy
endeavouring, a fecond time, to fix fire-faggots on our barriers.
A ffnart difcharge of mufquetry was immediately direGted from
thele pofts, -and from the Queen’s lings; on which they retired.
At day.break we obferved they had carried away vaft quantities of
vegetables from the gardens, and trampled others under foot: but
little, if any, addition .was made to the cpaulement. A parley
came in on the sth; and foon after, the Fortune floop received
upwards of forty Britith prifoners, many of whom had been taken
going from’ the Garrifon. In the evening of the 6th, the Spanith
General came to tH¥ lines, at the head of the relicving guards.
Soon after he arrived, the guns were again elevated, and every
preparation, made, as if they had refolved to open on the Garrifon.
The 8th, the Town-Major, Captain Burke, went out with a
parley, intending to proceed to the Tower, the place appointed
by cuftom for .the officers to give and receive packets. When
he got abreaft of the new work, the fentrics by motions informed
him he muft not advance.. He pointed to the Tower; but they
continued inflexible: en his turning round however to return,
one-of them came up with -his arms, and proceeded with him to
the Tower, whilft another ran to acquaint the officer in the lines,
The meflenger after fome time came back, and both remained appa-
rently as a guard over Major Burke, till the officer arrived ; when,
delivering his packet, the Major returned to the Garrifon. |

Tue Enemy did not appear very anxious to complete the epaule-
ment ; their parties were employed in raifing and finithing the mer-
lons of the batteries in the lines, raifing the merlons of Fort St. Bhilip
with; fafcines, and ere@ing a new battery near the guard-houfe on
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'(7)2{’.’ the beach. The 11th, a {mall fettee arrived from Minorca: the
w~~ patron informing us that two othege were ftanding for the Rock,
the Navy manned their boats to affift them, in cafe the Epuny
oppofed their entrance; but on getting round Europa Pdint, no

~ fuch veflels appeared. A Dutch convey was however pafling : the

boats therefore boldly advaneed, and boarded a dogger which had

got, during the fog, pretty near the Rock. She was a Dane from -
Malaga, laden with lemons and oranges, which the Governor

immediately purchafed, and diftributed to the Garrifon.

Few articles ever arrived more feafonably than this cargo of
fruit. ‘'The fcurvy had made dreadful ravages in our hofpitals, and
more were daily confined : many, however, unwilling to yield to the
firft attacks, perfevered in their duty to its #ore advanced: ftages.
It was therefore not uncommon, at this period, to fee men,
who fome months before ‘were hale, and equal to any fatigue,
fupporting themfelves’ to their pofts upon crutches, and even
with that affiftance fcarcely able to move along. The moft fatal
confequences, in fhort, to the Garrifon, wer¢ to be apprehended
from this terrible diforder, when this Dane was happily directed to
our relief. The lemons were immediately adminiftered to the fick,
who devoured them with the greateft avidity. The falutary effects
were almoft inftantancous: in a few days, men who had been con-
fidered as irrecoverable, left their beds to congratulate their com-
rades on the profpect of once more becoming ufeful to their country,

MR. CairNCRoss, a furgeon of g‘reat eminence, who was pre-
fent at this time and the remaining part of the fiege, has favoured
me with the following informatien relative to the feurvy, and the
mode of ufing this vegetable acid ; which, with his permifiion, ¥
infert for the bemefit of thoe who may hereafter be under fimilar
circumftances. -

“ Tus
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- Tue Scurvy which attacked the Garrifon of Gibraltar, differed

“ in no refpect from that difeafg ufually contra&ed by failors in long
Nages_; and of which tHe immédiate caufe feemed to be the
“ fubiMting for a length of time upon falted provifions only, without
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a fafficieat quantity of vegetables, or other acefcent foods. The
circamftance related in the Voyage of that celcbrated circum-
navigator, the late Lord Anfon, of confolidated fractures difuniting,
and the callofity of the bone being perfeitly diffolved, occured
frequently in our hofpitals : and old fores and wounds opened anew
from the nature of the diforder.

¢ Vartous antifcorbutics were ufed without fuccefs, fuch as acid
of vitriol, four crout, extra& of malt, effence of fpruce, &c. but

_the only fpecific @as freth lemons and oranges, given liberally ;

or when they could not be procured, the preferved juice in fuch
quantities, from one, to four ounces per diem, as the patient
‘could beap... Whilft the lemons were found, from one to three
were adminiftered each day as circumftances direted.  The juice
given to thofe in the moft malignant ftate, was {ometimes diluted
with fugar, wine, or f{pirits; but the convalefcents took it
without dilution, - Women and children were equally affeGted ;
nor were the officers exempted from. this glarming diftemper. It
became almoft general at the commencement of the winter feafon,
owing to the cold and moifture ; and in the beginning of {pring,
when vegetables were fcarce. -

« THE juice was preferved by.addéng,.to‘ fixty gallons of exprefled
liquor, gbout five or ten Jallons of brandy, which kept it in fo
‘wholefome a flate,, that feveral cafks weye opened in good con-

.Aition at the.clofe of the fiege. - The old juice was not however
Ao, peedily efficacious as the fruit, though, by pesfevering longes
linitst, it feldom failed.”
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Tur {ame day that the dogger was brought in, a parley came
from Don Alvarez, to inform the Governor that all intercourfe
or correfpondence betwixt them,. in Future, was to be congmtted
by flags of truce in the Bay ; which regulation continued“till the
peace was notified in 1783, The 14th, twe gun-boats, from the
Orange-grove, ranged along the front of the Garrifon, and drove
in our fithing-boats ; and on the 16th they again ranged off the.
Mackarel-Bank, and forced our fithermen to retire. We did not
much approve of this condu&, as the boats, by this means, were.
prevented from bringing any fith to our market. They continued,.
however, this praétice at intervals for fome time.

THE 21ft, the gun-boats fired upon the Enterprife and town.
Captain Lefley, not choofing to remain thg"objc& of their fire,
withdrew the frigate into the New mole ; where the Navy, under
the dire@ion of the engineers, had begun to lay a boom of matfts
from the New-mole head to the watering-tank. ‘This'boom, though

# was confidered a difficult operation on actonnt of the fwell of
the fra, was foon completed. :

IT was net till the night'of the 21f, that the Enemy threw fand
in the front of their epanlement, to cover it againft our fire-balls
and carcafles ; and on the 26th they lengthened it to the weft about
30 yards, and ftrengthened it in front with fand.. The night of the
28th, they ereted two large traverfes in the rear for magazines.
It now prefented a very compact appearance ; whence we concluded
that it was intended for 2 mortar-battery.

THOUGH it was generally imagined in England, that the Garrifon
had been amply provided with every article and neceflary of dife,
when Sir George Rodney arrived with the tranfports and relief
from England, our wants, in reality, were far from _bgi.g fupplicd.

. v n
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In the articles of ammunition and falt provifions, the Garrifon had

robably as much as they coulth difpenfe with ; but of freth pro-
%ﬁ\:ﬂmc, {pirits, fugar, &c. we hcgan to find a great fcarcity ;
and the brice of what remained, was confequently"much enhanced.
The affiftance we received formerly from Barbary had now been
fufpended for feveral mopths; the Enemy feemed determined to
prevent our deriving fupport from the element that almoft fur-
rounded wsi and their cruifers were too numerous and vigilant
to expe@ any thing from the weft. Thus fituated, the Garrifon
turned their eyes on the ifland of Minorca, whence we had already
received fome very acceptable fupplies, ‘and whofe fituation, from-
the great fcope of fea-room, afforded a flattering probability of
the boats being oftener able to efcape the Enemy’s cruifers. The
produtions of that fland are various ; and thofé articles which it
did not afford, could be purchafed from the prizes that were daily
carried thither by the privateers.  Several garrifon-boats were
therefore fent to Minorca, fome of which returned, in the courfe
of O&ober, laden with the wine of that ifland, fugar (an article
become exceedingly fcarce), and cheefe; with fometimes a few live
ftock. Thefe articles were all fold by auction, according to a regu-
lation eftablithed by the Governor ; and, though they feldom were
purchafed by the lower ranks, yet afforded upon the whole a partial
relief to the Garrifon. '

Tue joth, we obferved that the Enemy had pofted an officer’s
guard in the Mill-battery, which was the name we gave to the
new work. Montague’s baftion was ‘therefore opened on it in the
evening, and, by forming a crofs-fire with the batteries on’ the
heights, confiderably annoyed them, and much retarded their opera-
tions. The fame night, two foldiers of the 56th and 72d deferted
from Upper AlVscwell, in the lines: they were fentries at the fame

poft, iand got down’ by means of a ropc, but, previous to their
_ _ defcent,

1380,
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‘478, defcent, had the precaution to wet the priming of their firelocks.

s~  We alfo loft another man by defertion in the courfe of the month.

Tue Governer, in the beginning of November, made anfarrange-
ment of the troops, that in cafe the Enemy bombarded the Garrifon,
each regiment might know the quarters and ftations which they
were to take up. The 1ft of the month was rather unpropitious
to us: an Englith fnow was taken to the eaft of the Roek : at night,
a foldier of the 56th regiment deferted, during a heavy thower of
rain ; and the following evening, two others, of the r2th and 56th,
attempted to get off by {wimming round the Old-mole head ; but a
few days afterwards the body of the former was wathed afhore near
the King’s baftion : we therefore concluded his comrade had fhared
the fame fate. In the evening of the 7th, a.fmart cannonade was
heard in the Straits: after it had continued for fome time, a fudden
flath appeared, and a report was heard, like the blowmyup of
powder. The next morning, we obferved that the Enemy had
captured an Englifh veffel, and were at that time towing in a gun-
‘boat ; which accounted for the firing and explofion.

Ovur fire, about the 7th and 8th, became more animated ; yet
the Enemy, almoft cveﬁy pight, made fome interior additions.
We had obferved, for feveral preceding mornings, deep ruts in
the fand, leading from the principal barrier to the Mill-battery ;.
which led us to imagine that they brought at night heavy timber,
and other materials, from thcu' dépdts in the lines. The artillery
were therefore ordered to dm& [ mecbettmg fire of fmall fhells .
alopg this track. In the evening ¢ of the 1oth, 2 large party, followed
by a number of carts 'md mules, laden with different materials,
advanced along. ‘the beach, from the fally-port -of the ditch of
Fort St. Philip, to-the Mill-battery. They wege percewed by the
artillery at Willis’s, before they had procec&ed halfeway; anda britk

ﬁrc
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fire was directed towards their route, which threw' the mules into
confufion, and obliged fome to return, after having left their
BUTWgns on the beach. The battgnco being reinforced, the firing
was coiNinued  with great vivacity the whole night. The fub-
fequent evening our artillery were prepared, and, immediatcly on
the party’s appearing, faluted them with 2 warm difcharge of fhot
and fhells, which feemed’to have greater effect than the fire of the
preceding evening. ‘This circumftance convinced us of the effect
of the ricachetting fire from the lovc er batteries, along the track
from the barrier : but the Enemy were not {o foon driven from the
new track as from the former ; and continued, notwithftanding our
fire (which muft have killed and wounded many of them), to bring
materials in this .expofcd manner, till a line of communication was
finifhed from the lines.

An Englith armed polacre, called the Young Sabine, arrived on
the 12th, after a {pirited engagement in the Bay with feveral armed
veflels and three gun-boats. * The Enemy attempted to board her,
but were as often repulfed by mufquetry : at length fhe beat them
off, and anchored under our guns. Her cargo was cheefe, hams,
and potatoes ; the latter of which fold at forty-three dollars per cwt.

~which, according to forty-two pence. per dollar (the exchange at
that time), are cqual to 71. 1os. 6d. fterling. Other articles fold
in proportion. In the afternoon, a Minorquin fettee arrived with
the ufual cargo: a Spanith gun-boat boarded her on her paflage ; but
the patron thowing papers from Majorca to the camp, the Spaniard
toock no further notice than keeping her company as a convoy.

The Mmorqunn q;'tcrwards feized a convenient opportunity, and

ﬂlppcd in.

In the courfe .of the 14th, a MinonQuin tartan, bound for the
Garrifon, was taken by the Enemy: the crew however quitted her,
and

1980,
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and got afhore.  The Enemy the fame day mounted twelve guns

én barbet, in the battery near the Guard.-houfe, in the vicinity of
Fort St. Philip ; which we Had fuppofed was intended for m,o/"am
and about a week afterwards they ereCted merlons to tifis work,

admitting the embrafures to open upon the Garrifon. Two nights
following, the gun-bodts, which were now increafed in number,
fired upon the town and fhipping. Thrcc, that direfted their fire
on’ the former, were ftationed off the Old-mole head, and threw
feveral fhots into the town. ‘Several men were wounded in the
Enterprife frigate. |

Tur night of the 17th, the Enemy threw up two places d’armes
for mufquetry, on the flanks of the Mill-battery: the parapets
formed femicircles joining the battery, but afterwards extended in
an oblique dire&tion towards the lines. Thefe additions appeared
very flight, being only a row of cafks or gabions, ftrengthened
with half-chandelicrs, and fand in front; covered on the top with
fand-bags. ‘The 18th, we were vifited again by the gun-boats :
in réturning their cannonade one of the thirty-two-pounders on
the King’s baftion burft, killed an artillery-man on the fpot, and
wounded three others. The man who fired the gun efcaped, but
was a little fcorched with the powder.

 AGRrrAT number of mules were employed on the 22d, bringing
forward cafks, chandeliers, and other materials, from the camp.
The night of the 23d, the Enemy began an approach from the
lines, to the Mill-battery : it confifted of fafcines, with fand banked
up in front, and commenced ntar the weft aggle of the weftern
fourteen-gun battcry, extending about 120 feet’tawards the advanced
Guard-houfe in front of Fort St. Philip : “the following night,
notwithftanding our fire, they lengthened it about 100 fest, with
chandeliers ;placed in a trench and filled with faftines.. The Enemy

endeavoured
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endeavoured to draw our attention from this quarter by another
falute from the gun-boats, butjn vain. As it was not improbable

¢ gun-boats were dire@ted in their firing by the lights in the
houfes Mong the line-wall, and thofe looking towards the Bay;
orders were iffued ¢ that no lights in future thould appear in any
* houfe, barrack, or guard-houfc, towards the Bay, after feven
¢ o’'clock in the evening.’

WE had hitherto derived occafional affiftance from the gardens
on the neutral ground, though vaft quantities of vegetables had
been removed from thence by the Enemy. On the 25th, however,
they determined to expel our people altogether from the gardens ;
which in the courfe of a few days they accomplifhied, notwith-
ftanding the markfmen under Lieut. Burleigh were ftationed at
Willis’s, and in the Lines, in order to prevent them.

Frowm this period, our refources in refpe to vegetables depended
entirely upon our own attention to cultivation ; which, happily for
the Garrifon, was crowned with tolerable fuccefs, efpecially during
the winter months, at which time the produce was increafed to be
almoft equal to the confumption. The fupplies from the gardens
had indeed begun to fail for fome time before; and we foon had
little reafon to regret their lofs. We had, befides, the additional
fatisfaction of reflecting that the Enemy were now cut oft from a
channel, through which it was not improbable they had been
informed of every occurrence which happened in the Garrifon.

Tue 26th, a Frenchman, *one of the crew of the Young Sabine,
deferted in a Loat to the Enemy. The night of the 27th, the
Danith dogger, which brought us the cafgo of lemons, failed; and
the next morning we obferved her at anchor off’ Algeziras. By
the 29th, the Enemy had finithed the fecond branch of the line
of approach, and begun the return for the third towards the weftern

R beach.
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beach. Our fire; as they advanced, became more fpirited than

Gy evet, and muft have been feverely feit by the Enemy in this expofed .

duty. The 3oth was only diftinguifhed by the arrival of a/_qxfia?rc
from Algiers with foap, oil, wine, and candles—-a very valuable cargo..

DrcemBER was introduced with bad weather. The 1t, arrived’
the Anglicana privateer from Smyrna; and two nights after, the
continued her voyage towards England : Lieutenant Gage, of the
Enterprife, went home paffenger with difpatches. The 2d was
particularly ftoriny, with thunder and lightning, which happily
did not continue long, or the works of the Garrifon might have
materially fuffered. The rain poured down with fuch violence {from
the heights, forcing with it vaft quantities of rubbith, ftones, and
loofe earth, that the ftreets leading from the hill were inftantly
choaked up, and confiderable damage was done to the buildings.
The Enemy, notwithftanding the ftorm, completed their third
branch, and raifed the return towards the eaft. Though the
ftorm did not retard their finithing what they had- begun in the
evening, yet the chandeliers: were very much funk in many places,,
which employed their parties five or fix of the following evenings to.
repair.  They alio made fome alterations. in the dire@ion of the
fecond branch, and repaired the batteries in the lines. A brig,
arrived from Leghora on the 1oth; alfo three fettees from Minorca.

From the 10th, the Enemy added every night fo confiderably to
the fourth branch of the approach, that on the 14th at night they
joined the extremity of the eaftern place d’armes ;- and: two nights.
following, began a fifth branch, which on the 19th was extended.
to the eaft flank of the Mill-battery.. Their operations had not
been wholly confined to completing this line of communication :
a mortar - battery for the fea was ereCted to. the north of Fort
St. Barbara ; and large and fmall traverfes were raifed within both.
forts, to protect their men fram our upper batteries..

ABOUa
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AsouT noon on the 17th, a cannonade was heard towards the
weft. A cloud of fmoke wassgbferved near Tangier, and we after-
“WiNdg_learned that the Moors wese fiting o falute on account of the
arrival ®f their Emperor. Three hundred and ninety rounds were
numbered, and it was repeated the next day. The reader will
probably recollect, that the Garrifon of Tangier is to us an obje&
of fome curiofity, as having formerly been in the pofiefiion of the
Englith. It was ceded by the Portuguefe (who had been mafters
of it for fome time) to King Charles II. as part of the dowry
of the Princefs Catharine of Portugal, and remained under the
Englith dominion till 1684, when, the nation refufing to pay the
heavy expence attending its maintenance againft the repeated attacks
of the Moors, the fortifications and mole were blown up, and the
Garrifon ordered to abandon the Town. The Moors, after the
place was deferted, returned; and it has ever fince continued in their
poficflion. When the Englifh were mafters of Tangier, the works
on the land fide were confidered as almoft impregnable ; and, for
the accommodation of fhipping, a mole of confiderable extent was
‘advanced iato the fea.

THE prefent town is built at the entrance of a bay, on the fide of
a hill, overlooking the fea. 'Thc Moors have endeavoured to
reftore the city to its former importance; but their efforts go flowly
on towards accomplithing that work. Tangier is the refidence of
feveral European Confuls, and, in conjunétion with Tetuan, in times
of peace, fupplies Gibraltar, Cadiz, Lifbon, and other ports of
on the coaft of Spain and Portugal, with fowls, beef, mutton, and
fruit : it was about this time the fcene of fome interetting tranfactions,
which will thortly be related,

Tuz Enemy, on the 20th, began to ere® {mall traverfes in the rear

of their approach. On the 21ft, the Speedwell cutter, Licutenant
' R 2 Gibfon,

1780,
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Gibfon, arrived with Government difpatches, after a warm engage-
ment with the Enemy off Ccuta, ip*which the Spaniards attempted
to board the cutter, but wefe repulfed. Lieutenant Gib(o»‘4m/s
dangeroufly wounded in the ation ; which was the only caéalty on
board. 'The 23d, arrived a privateer brig, called the Hannah,
Captain Venture, laft from Litbon. She brought fome excellent
fupplies ; and the day following, two other veflcls from Liverpool
got in with variety of provifions : the cargoes of thefe fhips were
fold by auction for 300 per cent. profit.

It was about this pericd, fome letters of a curious tenor were
difcovered in the pofleflion of the deferter who came in, the 29th
of Scptember, in the drefs of a peafant, and faid he was a ferjeant.
They were directed to Colonel Nugent, of the Hibernian corps, in
the Spanith fervice ; and the purport of them was, ¢ that Europa
¢ was the moft eligible place to attack the Garrifon : acknow-
«¢ ledging having received feveral fums of money, and concluding
«¢ with exprefling his fears.left he fhould be difcovered ; therefore
¢ defired the Colonel would concert fome meafures for his efcape.”
The man was immediately ordered into clofe confinement, and
remained a prifoner for fome time, till, an oppoftunity offering, he
was fent away from the Garrifon.  We were afterwards informed by
other deferters, that he was fent in as a fpy, and liberally rewarded
for this hazardous fervice.

Tue Enemy, having completed their-approach to the Mill-
battery, were employed in drefling the communication, and raifing
fafcine-traverfcs in the rear, for their émtcr protection. The 26th,
and following nights, their carpenters braced with head:rails the
chandeliers, which, owing to the late rains, had given way in feveral
places. They were {o very noify in this duty, as to-induce a britk
fire from our batteries. The 30th, a fettee, going from Algeziras

to.-
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to the eaftward, was becalmed off Europa, and was boarded and
brought in by our boats. Many private letters were found on board,
whit mentioned the confiderable Jofs the E inemy had fuftained from
aur fire.® There were alfo a quantity of clothes, and fome money.
The next day a fettee got in_from Minorca.

Ovur carpenters, in the beginning of January, were very bufy
in erecting ftages and temporary crancs, in Camp and Rofia Bays,
and upon the Line-wall, above the Navy-yard; which led us to
imagine, that the Governor had received intelligence by the Speed-
well, that a convoy might foon be expected.  The reafon for ereting
thefe muchines fo far to the fouth, and at fuch a diftance from the

Garrifon ftore-houfes, was the apprehenfion of being annoyed in

difembarking the provifions at Ragged-ftaff, &c. from the Enemy’s
advanced battery, which was now finithed, and reported to mount
eight thirteen-inch-mortars. Thefe precauntions will appear to be
very prudent and eflential, when the reader, on a farther perufal, is

informed of the range and effect of the Enemy’s fire.  Some altera. -

tions. were alfo made in the works at the New mole.

THE 11th, 2 Spanifh flag of truce, with two Moorith gallies, .
came over from the Orange-grove, having on board Conful Logie, .

his Lady, and all the Britith fubjefts who had been refident in
Barbary, We had long complained of a neglect in that quarter,
but were now convinced, to our forrow, that fuch accufations
were premature and ungenerous. The mercenary and avaricious
difpofition of the Emperor had been bribed by the Spanith Miniftry,
with a prefeat of one hundted thoufand cobs (about [.7500
fterling), aud a promife of the fame fum annually, with the

sedemption of a hundred. African prifoners ; on condition .that he -

thould deliver up, for a certain period, the ports of Tangier -and
Tetuan, .and banith from his dominions the Conful and fubjetts of
Great-
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Great-Britain, Befides the prefent of money, and the redemption
of a hundred prifoners, the Emgeror had permiffion to import
from Spain, grain, which wis fe remarkably fcarce in Barbarjw't'hft
a famine was apprehended. Without this circumftance to urge as
a palliative for entering into a treaty with this avowed and natural
enemy, the Emperor would probably have found it 2 difficult tatk
to perfuade his fubjes to defert their old Allies.

As THIs defection of the Moorith Monarch was of much impor-
tance to the Garrifon, and was in itfelf an objett not undeferving
political remark, I fhall fubjoin 2 fhort relation of fome tranfactions
previous to this event ; with an account of the injurious treatment
which Mr. Logie and the Britith fubjects experienced before they
quitted that country.

1 nap formerly occafion to mention, that in the early part of
1779, overtures were made by the Spaniards to the Moors, to farm
the ports of Tangier, Tetuan, and Larache. Of this General Eliott
received immediate information, by a confidential meflage from the
Emperor of Morocco. It did not appear that the Emperor, in this
inftance, was actuated by any other impulfe than friendthip. But
fince, by refufing to accede to their offers, he might fubjet his
coafts to be infulted, it would of confequence be prudent to arm his
«cruifers, in order to enable him to aét on the defenfive : he therefore
requefted that the Englith would fupply him with naval ftores for
three new veffels which he had lately built, the value of which, on
calculation, did not amount to fifteen hundred pounds.

Sucw apparent difintereftedne(s, and fo modeft a demand, had a
proper effet with the Governor, who, confidering the Emperor’s
alliance of the firft confequence to the welfare of the Garrifon,

recommended to Government tp double the quantity of ftores,
that
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that they might fecure his fricndfhip Minifters at home, however,
did not conﬁder his alliance in the fame light with the Governor and
(,omd{ as Sir George Rodney arrived the January following without
ftores, or as much as an anfwer : and the Spaniards (having then
declared war) increafing in their propofals, the Emperor, after
repeated applications to Mr Logie, to know when he m:ght expect
the fupplies he had given him to underftand were coming from
England, at length, by degrees, permitted the Spaniards to capture

all Britith veflels under the protettion of his guns. The Conful
remonftrated againft fuch proceedings, but in vain: the anfwer
generally received was, that the Spaniards had the Emperor’s leave ;,

and if they chofe to take bum from his own houfe, the Emperor
would not oppofe them..

Tuese indignities Mr. Logie was neceflitated to overlook. He
found the Spanith influence daily gaining ground : he had therefore
no alternative, but tacitly to fubmit to the evils of his fituation.
He contrived, neverthelefs, to acquaint General Eliott with this.
change in their affairs,

TuovcH there appeared little profpe&t of doing further fervice:
to the Garrifon of Gibraltar by remaining in Barbary, Mr. Logie

ftill continued to refide at Tangier. The natives were partial
to the Englifh, and perfonally attached to him; and thefe cir-
cumftances he imagined might probably be improved to fome
advantage.

Tuus matters proceeded till the beginning of O&ober, 1780,
when a party of the Emperor’s black troops, which were quartered
in the neighbourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. Logie’s houfe, and,
being introduced, informed him they had orders from their Mafter

to abufe and infult him in the grofleft manoncr ; which they imme-
diately
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diately put in execution, by fpitting in his face, feizing him by the
collar, and threatening td ftab him svith their daggers.

“Two days after this tranfation, Mr. Logie was ordered b attend

rthe Emperor near Sallee. The 13th, he began his journey, guarded
“by one of the Emperor’s chamberlains, and a party of horfe. They

arrived at the camp on the 20th; and the fame evening Mr. Logie
was ordered into the Emperor’s prefence. After various queftions
relative to Gibraltar, to which fuch anfwers were given as were-
leaft likely to pleafe, the Emperor addrefled himfelf to his troops,
and a great mob that were aflembled on the occafion, faying, * the
¢ Englifh were an avaricious, proud, and headftrong people ; they
¢ always attacked the head: but when people came to beg, they

“¢ ought to crawl up by the feet. He had however deprived them
“¢ of every benefit they formerly derived from his country ;" con-

cluding with ordering the Conful to be taken to Sallece. Mr. Logie

-objected to this mandate, informing the Emperor he was ready to
.attend his camp, but that his Sovereign’s fervice did not permit his

«trifling away his time in vifiting towns.

“Tur Emperor, after this interview, feemed to relax in his feverity
to the Conful; allowing him %o return to Tangier, and confoling
him with the promife that the Britith fubjeéts (hould not be molefted
by the Spaniards.  The 26th of O&ober, Mr. Logie arrived at Tan-
gier, and found the Emperor had not deceived him,

Arrairs remaned quiet till the 26th of November, when an
«order came to fit up all the Britifh boats, at the Emperor’s expence,
as he was determined to fend the Englith away fatisfied. The
Conful however anticipated his intention, by getting them completed
himfelf by the fucceeding evening. The night of the 28th, the
Bpaniards, informed of the Emperor’s refolution, fent a party on

{hore



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 139

fhore to burn the boats, They were difcoverad by the guards, and
~ confined ; but in confideration*of a fum of money, they were the
next.day liberated. Two days.following, the Confuls attended
to hear the Emperor’s orders, which were brought by two of his
fecretaries : they exprefled, that the Emperor had fold the port of
Tangier to the King of ,Spain ; in confequence of which, every
Chriftian, except of that nation, was to quit the Town and Bay;
awarding flavery as the punithment of thofe who remained after the

1ft of January, 1781,

Mgr. Loc1Ee was no fooner acquainted with this order, than he
departed for the Emperor’s camp, then near Tetuan, in order to
reprefent the impofiibility of removing their property on fo fhort a
notice. He arrived on the 2d of December, but could not procure
an audience. The 4th, he had intelligence from Tangier, that a
fecond order had compelled the Britith fubjects inftantly to remove
to Marteen. Mr. Logie made feveral attempts to have this cruel
order reverfed, but in vain. He at length procured a friend to
mention this delicate point to the Emperor, who apparently relented,
faying, the Englith fhould have permiffion to remain twenty days
to colle@ their effects ; and fo far flattered them, as to make them
believe they were not to be removed till the Britith fleet arrived,
if it might be expetted foon. Mr. Logie was however afterwards
convinced, that the Emperor at this time was informed his orders
had been executed, as the Britith fubjects, amounting to 109,
arrived at Marteen, a few miles from Tetuan, the fubfequent
evening ; having been forced to abandon their veflels, houfes, and
all their property ; and compelled to fubmit to the greateft impo-
fition, for the ufe of camels and mules, to remove their bedding and
wearing-apparel. The value of the effe@s left behind, Mr. Logie
computed to amount to upwards of fixty thoufand pounds.

S THE
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Tue heavy expence attending their removal from Tangier, witl:
their ftay at Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, Mr. Logic was.
obliged to difburfe ; the Emperor’s order on the 26th of Novemben
having fo much impofed upon them, that they had laid out what
money they were poflefied of, in purchmﬁng fuch articles as they
judged would be ufeful at Gibraltar, imagining they were to be
condu@ed immediately to that Garrifon.

Tue Emperor removed on the 17th of December to Tangier ;
whence he ufually fent, once or twice every week, fome infulting,
meflage to the Conful, charging the Englith with. having cheated
his Ambaflador, and being indcbted to him feveral thoufand cobs

for maintaining the garrifon of Gibraltar; with others-equally falfe:
and abufive.

MR. LoG1E, on the 26th of December, was informed that the
Emperor had given up all the Britith fubje&s as prifoners to the
Spaniards, and that the fucceeding day. they were to be removed to
Algeziras. Being affured of the truth of this intclligence by one of
the Emperor’s fervants, he burnt all his public papers, to prevent
their falling into the Enemy's hands. The 28th, the Conful
embarked with Mrs. Logie (who had attended him through all thefe
troubles), and about twenty more, on board a fchooner, without
being allowed time to take in any refrethment for their voyage..
Others, under fimilar circumftances, were put on board other veffels.
They were guarded by two Spanifh craifers,. and for the-firft night
put into Ceuta Bay: the next morning they proceeded acrofs the
Straits, and ubout noon anchored off the Orange-grove, but foon
after were ordered by Admiral Barcelo to moor at the entrance of
the river Palmones. Here the Conf{ul was detained till the 11th of
January following, by which time an anfwer arrived from Madrid.
concerning their future deftination,.

‘DurING
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During this period, no offer was made to fupply them with
provifions or neceflaries, though the Moors were permitted to
purchaie whatever they wanted.. Mr. Logie thercfore applied to
the French Clharg! des Affasres at Algeziras, who very generoully
difpatched fuch articles as he judged would be moft acceptable.
The 11th, they were conducted to Gibralear.

Tue removal, or rather expulfion, of the Britith fubjects from
Barbary, was attended with other unfortunate confequences befides
depriving us of provifions: our connexion with Portugal became
afterwards more precarious; and the Governor was cut off from a
fource of information, by which he was acquainted with the
Enemy’s operations both in camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logie
had always . contrived to procure pretty certain intelligence of the
Enemy’s motions, by thofe Moors who were in his intereft ; for,
the Spaniards allowing them to bring various articles to the army

efore Gibraltar, -and the fleet at Cadiz, and Mr. Logic lending
them money to carry on this advantageous trade, they faithfully
communicated to hiin whatever came to their knowledge. The laft
information Mr. Logie himfclf was the bearer of to the Governor,
which was, that the Enemy had a great number of fire-fhips in the
rivers, ready for immediate ufe,

THE 16th of January, a brig came in from Madeira, in four days,
with feventy butts of wine. The mafter had left London with a
cargo to exchange at Madeira; but a violent gale of wind had
driven him to fea with his cargo incomplete, and half his crew
athore. The fame day, the Moorith veffels which brought over
Conful Logie, returned to Algeziras. Two days following, the
Tartar privateer arrived with various articles from England : fhe
brought His Majefty’s manifefte for commencing hottilities againft
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DAMD On the 19th, fome experiments were made at Algeziras, from
jan,

‘W~ two new Spanifh boats, with mortags on board. We had fome tnme{ ,
) before learned that they were preparing fuch veffels, and that they
intended foon to try them ‘againft the Garrifon. Their conftruction
was upon a plan fimilar to that of the gun-boats: the mortars were
fixed in a folid bed of timber, in the centre of the boat; and the
only apparent diftin@ion was, that they had long prows, and braced

their yards more athwart the boat when they fired.

Tue 21ft, the ferjeant commanding one of our out-guards,
deferted to the Enemy : he went towards the Devil's tower, and
once ftopped, as if undetermined to proceed or not. He belonged
to the 56th regiment, and left a wife and family behind : he had
always been cfteemed of good character, and was much confided in
by his officers. Some pecuniary matters were fuppofed to be the
reafon of his deferting. This was the fourth man which we had
loft in this way within the courfe of a month. The 28th, a fhip
arrived from Leghorn with various articles, In her paffage the
picked up-at fea the long-boat of the Brilliant frigate, Captain
Curtis, which we had been anxioufly expe@ing for fome time
with difpatches from England. . On the 25th and 27th, three of
Hardenberg’s brigade had deferted ; and this day a rope was found
near the Signal-houfe, by which we imagined the laft two of them
had efcaped. The 29th and 3oth, two or three fettees arrived, from
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. By them we were informed
that the Brilliant was got fafe into- Mahon, having been chafed
through the Straits by the Enemy’s craifers in the night.

Tnz Enemy's working parties had for feveral weeks been lefs
numerous : their occupation was principally confined to repairing
the damages done by the weather ; fecuring themfelves againt the

effe@a
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effe@s of our firing, by fplmtcr—proofs and traverfes; and colleCting
dépbts of different materials, iriwvarious parts of their lines.  Their
advarcgd patroles frequently approached very near our out-pofts,
but feldom waited a fecond difcharge from the fentries. On our
fide, the engineers were indefatigable in putting every thing in the
beit ftate of defence. The Enemy, it muft be confefled, dealt
openly in warning us, fo long before-hand, of their intentions; and
the Govern’r was exceedingly aclive and diligent in preparing
againft whatever circumftances might occur.

Tue 1ft of February we found, behind the rock, the bodies of

two deferters, who, in attempting to efcape from the Garrifon, had

been dathed to picces. One of them was a man of the 56th, who

was mifling the day preceding; the other, a ferjeant of the 73d,
who had deferted fome months before. The 3d, we obferved the
Enemy’s artillery examining the ordnmance in their lines, The
morning of the 8th, a deferter from a Catalonian regiment came in,
and reported, that the Enemy pofted every night a chain of fentrics
along the fkirts of the Governor's meadow, which were conftantly
vifited by patroles of cavalry, to keep them alert ; and that a captain’s
guard, befides artillery, mounted in the St. Carlos’s battery, as they
called the advanced work. He faid the camp was well fupplied

with provifions, &c. but that the men were fickly, and numbers.

of them deferted.

IT was aboitt this period, that the Officers in Gibraltar pre-
fented a memorial, through the commanding officers of the different
regiments, to the Governor, requefting His Excellency, as he muft
be convinced of the truth of the contents, to fupport it with his

approbation and intereft,
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Tur memorial flated, * T'hat the Officers of his Majefty's feveral
« regiments of foot, ferving underJis Excellency’s command, had
“ been neceflarily expofed to'a great variety of inconveniencgs fince
¢ the commencement of the blockade, independent of the addi-
«¢ tional duties which they had been required to difcharge: That,
¢ in particular, their pay, which conftjtuted their chief, if not
¢ their fole {upport, had, at different times, fuffered a great dimi-
«¢ nution’ by the exorbitant rate of exchange ;" which«hey ftated to
have fluctuated, during a certain period, between 40 and 42 pence
per dollar, Gibraltar currency: ¢ That every article of clothing,

«¢ and {till more, thofe effential to life and health, were fo advanced

“in price, that, with the ftriteft economy, their pay was totally

+¢¢ inadequate to the expences abfolutely indifpenfable in their prefent

“ fituation ; a fituation which, they apprehended, precluded them,
“ in a great meafure, from participating with the officers at home
¢ in the extenfive promotions which had of late taken place in
¢¢ the army. 'They therefore appealed to the paternal feelings, the
¢¢ juftice, and the humanity of His Excellency; trufting that,
¢¢ through his recommendation and interceffion, fuch affiftance and
¢« protettion might be granted them, as their fituation and fervices
¢¢ deferved:”  Concluding with a requeft, ¢ that His Excellency
¢t would be pleafed to lay their prayer, with all humility on
#¢ their part, at I1is Majefty’s fcet.” This memorial was feconded
by anotber of a fimilar import ; but no official anfwer was received
to either,

IT mufl be confeffed, that under thcfc circumftances, the fituation
of the officers was by no means ﬁattermg Whatever obftacles
might be in the way of their promotion, they could not help
feeling the peculiar hardfhip of their fituation : nor was the
inactive and tedious fervice of a blockaded Garrifon at all calculated

1o
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to divert their minds, or to foothe them into an acquiefcence with
their fortune. They refle@ed, wnth no very agreeable fenfations,
- upon the preferment which- had chn liberally beftowed upon young
officers’ in England ;. while many fubalterns in Gibraltar had ten
or twelve years, or upwards, of ftrit duty and fervices to plead.
Nay, the fituation of fome of them was peculiarly difcouraging :
for their friends had repéatedly offered to raife companies to fecure
their rank; but of fuch confequence was the fafety of Gibraltar
eftcemed by the Minittry, that orders were fent to forbid any
officers leaving the Garrifon, unlefs replaced by others from England.
It is but juftice to them, however, to obferve, that they in general
fubmitted to the evils of their fituation without murmur or repining ;
and that, preferring their country’s good to every partial confi-
deration, they ncver publickly teftified their difcontent, except
in the two refpeétful memorials which they prefented to their
Gavernor..

A PRIVATEER, on the gth of February, arrived from Mahon :
fhe ran thiough ten cruifers, befides fix gun-boats, and was-chafed
by a xebeque, but efcaped them all.  The 17th, fhe continued her
courfe for England.. Mr. Logie, who carried home difpatches, was
a paffenger, with feveral others. The 19th, and 20th, arrived two
polacre thips from aloft,

Ovur fupplies from the eaftward were now pretty regular, and
the boats and veflels in general very fuccefsful in their voyages.
When the reader confiders the variety of difficulties and dangers
attending this intercourfe, he'cannot bat admire the perfeverance of
thefe foreigners.  Their veffels were generally of light burthen, and.
. open, excepting a fmall fcuttle abaft, which, with the other parts of

 the veficl, was ufually filled with part of their cargo. Their paffage
was
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was feldom performed in lefs than five days; and fometimes it
exceeded ten, and fourteen. Thci.rucourfc was all the way along the
Enemy’s coaft; ani even when, arrived within fight of the Port,
the danger was greater than before, from the number and vigilance
of the Enemy’s cruifers : the horrors of a Spanith gaol ftared them
in the face, with the chance of lofing probably their aLz. One
circumftance indeed was in their favour ; their vefils, in the rigging,
refembled thofe of the Enemy. To the chance of deceiving them
they were neverthelefs unwilling entirely to truft: it was their
cuftom therefore to make the Rock, if pofiible, about fun-fet; then
ftrike fail, and lie-to, and at night pufh for the Bay. By manceu~
vring in this manner they frequently arrived fafe; and in that cafe,
it muft be confefled, they were amply recompenfed.

Tue 26th, the regiments in Garrifon began to be reviewed :
after the review, each regiment marched to its alarm-poft, and-dif=
charged feveral rounds of paraper firing. The 28th, a brig under
Genoefe colours came over from Algeziras: the crew reported, ‘they
had injured their maft, and putinto Algeziras for another, but that
the Spaniards had ill-treated them; they therefore came over to
remedy their lofs. To this ftory the Governor did not give implicit
credit: a guard of a fubaltern and twelve men was fent on board ;
and after being for fome time detained, her cargo, which was fruit,
was fold.

Tue want of bread in the beginning of March began again to
be feverely felt: many families had not tafted any for feveral days.
The poor foldiers, and ftill more the inhabitants, whofe finances
would not allow them to purchafe articles from -the Minorquin vef-
{els (the cargoes of which, by the way, were chiefly luxuries), were
in intolerable diftrefs, Bifcuit~crumbs fold for 1od. and 18. per 4.

The



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 137

The allowance of the troops was alfo curtailed, and many Portu-
guefe fithermen left the Garrifonsfor want of this article.  Towards
the conclufion of the month, the nvalids of the Garrifon embarked
on board the Enterprife frigate, and St. Fermin armed thip. The
27th, the former, with the Fortune floop, failed for Minorca ;
and the St. Fermin was tp have accompanied them, but in getting

out of the New mole fome accident befell her, by which fhe was'

detained. - In the courfe of the month feveral fmall craft arrived
from Minorca ; and we loft two men hy defertion,

TuE beginning of April, the Spanifth Admiral called ir all his

cruifers, and fome movements took place in their difpofition, which-

feemed to indicate the expetation of a fuperior force. The 2d,
we obferved their artillery arranging the mortars in the Mill-
battery ; which confirmed us in the conjefture. The fucceeding
day, a Britith cutter, called the Refolution, arrived with rum,
coals, and fugar, in twenty-nine days, from Plymouth. The mafter
informed us that he left A FLEET, which was coming to our
relief, at anchor in Torbay. Our joy at this news was greater,
if poffible, than when we werc told of our former relief. The
exigencies of the Garrifon, fince Admiral Rodnc’?‘? departure, had
been as fevere, if not morc {o than beforc. Since the {oldier, for
himfelf, only received weekly siib. of bread; 13 oz. of falt beef,
18 oz. of pork, both of them almoft in a flate of putrefcence;
230z, of butter, which was littie better than rancid congealed oil ;
12 oz. of raifins ; 4 a pint of peafe; 1 pint of Spanith beans; 1 pint
of wheat, which they ground into flour for« puddings; 4 oz. of
rice, and § of a pint of oil : what then muft be the fufferings of
thofe who had a family of fmall children to fupport out of this
pittanc= ! or what muit be the diftrefs of the inbabitants, whoghad
no afliftance from the ftores !

T Tur
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Tue night of the 3d, the St. Fermin, with the Brilliant's tender,
which had been forced by a gale of wind to put into Gibraltar,
failed for Mahon : two xebeques dmmediatcly gave chace, and, we
afterwards learned, captured the former.

IT being obferved that the Enemy had ffationed at Cabrita Point,
(though at fome diftance from the land) a floop and two light brigs,
fuppofed to be fire-thips, the Captains of the privateers in the Bay
propofed cutting out the floop, and burning the other veflels: the
plan was mentioned to the Governor by an. officer of the Garrifon,
who had permiffion to take with him a party of volunteers from the
different corps, and join in the expedition. About eleven o’clock
on the night of the 4th, they proceeded in four boats. When they
{ct out, the night was very favourable for the enterprifc; but before
they reached the veffels, the moon fuddenly thone forth, and they
relu@antly returned.  Whether the Spaniards difcovered the boats
or not, is a matter of doubt; it i1s probable they did, as the next
morning four gun-boats joined them from Algeziras, and the floop
removed farther to the fouthward.

Tue Enemy, s$h the sth, fcaled feveral of their ordnance in the
batterics reund the Bay ; two frigates were alfo placed in front of
eight veflels, fuppoted to be fire-fhips : thefe motions convinced us
that the Enemy were aware of the fleet which was expected. The
evening of the 7th, the Eagle privateer, of fourteen guns, arrived in
fuurteen days from Glafgow : a xebeque, a floop of fourtcen guns,
a galliot, and eleven gun-boats, engaged her in the Bay; but by
warm fighting, and good feamanthip, the efcaped. The Captain
informed us that the FLEET had failed, and he was much furprifed
i got finding them arrived. The following day, the Spanith
General vifited the lines and advanced works. The gth, only two
xcbeques and the gun-boats were at Algeziras, the reft of their

cruifers
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cruifers having left the ftation. The 11th, 2 felucca came round
Cabrita, with oars, and with = prcfs of fail : immediately upon
entering the Bay, fhe made a figifal, “which was anfwered at Alge-
ziras by an Englifh enfign at the main-top-gallant maft-head.
Soon after, a boat went over to Ceuta, and the xebeque which was
ftationed at the Point was called in with the gun-boats. In the
evening many fignals were made from the weft ; and about midnight
arrived the Kite cutter, Captain Trollop, with the joyful news

that the Convoy was at the entrance of the Straits, under charge

of ADMIRAL DARrBY, with the BRiTisu GRAND FrLEET.

T 2 CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

Admiral Darby relieves Gibraltar —Spaniards bombard the Town -

Soldiers guilty of irregularitiecs—Town frequently on fire, and
greatly injured—Gun and mortar boats wvery troublefome to the
Navy—Admiral Darby returns to England.— Captain Curtis
arrives with a convey of wiftuallers.—Town in ruins.—Gun-boats
rencw their attacks on the Garrifon : fatal effeéts.—=Inbabitants
much alarmed by their attacks.—One of the Encmy’s magazines
blown up.—General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the Enemy’s
camp, and conflructs prames to oppofe the gun-boats.—Bombardment
abates.—The Helena floop of war -arrives, after a warm altion
with the Enemy.—Singular fyfiem of firing, from the Enemy.—
Melancholy fatc of a matrofs.—Encmy make additions to their
works.—Firing increafes on both fides.— Death of Major Burke.—
Gallant behaviour of a working party.— confpiracy difcovered in
the Navy.—Encmy, by their operations, demonfirate their intention
of beficging the Garrifon in_form.— Ineffeltual attempt to deftroy their
batterics.—Scueral cutters taken.—Enemy fintfb their batteries.—
General Elistt profects a fally, which proves fuccefsful.

AT day-break, on the 12th of April, the much-expected fleet,
under the command of Admiral Darby, was in fight from our
fignal-houfe, but was not dlﬁcrmblc from below, being obfcured
by a thick mift in the Gut. As thc fun, however, became more
powerful, the fog gradually rofe, like the curtain of a vaft theatre,
difcovering to the anxious Garrifon one of the moft beautiful and
pleating {cenes it is poffible to conceive. The Convoy, confifting of
mear 2 hundred veflels, were in a compa& body, led by feveral men

of
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of war: their {ails juft enough filled for fteerage, whilft the majority
of the line-of-battle fhips lay-to under the Barbara thore, having
orders not to enter the Bay, lefe the Enemy fhould moleft them
with their fire-fhips.* The ecftafies of the inhabitants at this grand
and exhilirating fight are not to be defcribed. Their expreflions
of joy far exceeded their former exultations. But, alas! they little
dreamed of the tremendous blow that impended, which was to
annihilate their property, and reduce many of them to indigence
and beggary.

As THE convoy approached the Bay, fiftcen gun-boats advanced
from Algeziras, and forming in regular order under the batteries at
Cabrita Point, began a fmart cannonade on the neareft thips, feconded
by the gun and mortar batteries on the land. A line-of-battle thip
and two frigates, however, foon obliged them to a precipitate retreat ;
and, continuing to purfue them, the crews of feveral deferted their
boats, and took refuge amongft the rocks. Had our fhips advanced
at this critical jun&ure, and manned their boats, the whole might
probably have been deftroyed, and the Garrifon by that mcans been
rid of thofe difagreeable vifitors which afterwards {0 haraticd and
annoyed us; but the frigates, having difperfed them, thought no
more of the dum-boars, as fome Naval orficers contemptuoufly called
them, and left them to be repoflefled by the fugitives.

Tur Enemy, on the land fide, were far from being idle fpe@ators
of this relief.  On the firft intimation of Admiral Darby’s approach,
* preparations, it is imagined, wcre made in the lines, and a rcinforce-
ment of artillery ordered down from the camp; as at day-break,
before the flcet was well in fight, we remarked that their cannon

were clevated, and the fpunges and rammers rearcd againtt the
merlons.

* The difpofition of the wholc is introduced in the anncxed View of the Straits.
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merlons. Thefe, with other appearances, indicated an intention of
opening on the Garrifon.

Our private letters had, for fome time before, mentioned that
the Spaniards propofed to bombard Gibraltar, if the Garrifon wasa
fecond time relieved : but the truth of this intelligence was doubted,
it being conceived that no beneficial confequences could arife to
them {rom fuch a cruel proceeding. We however overlooked the
predominant characteriftic of the nation, which, particularly in this
inftance, feems to have influenced them more than any other motive,
and even to have carried them beyond that line of prudence and
caution, which in military affairs ought to be ftrictly attended to.

Asou' three quarters paft ten 6’clock, the van of the convoy came
to an anchor off the New mole, and Rofia Bay; and, as if this were
the fignal for the Enemy to open, a fmart fire immediately com-
menced from Fort St. Philip, followed by all the batteries which
bore upon the Garrifon. ‘The number of ordnance bearing on the
place was as follows: the King’s, or Black battery (mounting
14 guns), 12 bearing on the Garrifon ; Fort St. Philip (27 guns),
11 bearing on the Garrifon ; Infanta’s battery, of 7 guns; Prince’s
and Princefs’s batteries, of 14 guns each; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns),
6 bearing on the Garrifon : thefe, with about 5o mortars, diftributed
along their lines, and in St. Carlos’s battery, amount to 114 pieces
of artillery; all of heavy metal, being twenty-fix-pounders, and
thirteen-inch mortars.

Tue Enemy's cannonade was inftantly returned from the Gara,
rifon ; but our artillery had orders to difregard their lines, and
notice only the St. Carlos’s battery, which confequently foon
flackened its fire. The miferable and terrified inhabitants, who
juft before were congratulating each other on the arrival of the fleet,

now
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now changed their exultation to forrow, and flocked, old and young,
men, women, and children, in'the greateft confufion, to the fouth-
ward, leaving their property, unfecured, to the mercy of the foldiers.
The fthells from the St. Carlos’s battery were dire@ted towards the
New mole; the Convoy, however, had been warned not to anchor
within the range of their fice: the fhipping, therefore, were not in
the leaft molefted. A fettee was funk near the watering-tank, and
numbers of fhells fell on the red-fands, and in the neighbourhood of
Southport, which added no little to the alarm of the fugitives from
town. The Enemy’s other batteries were chiefly direGted to Willis’s,
the ILines, and particularly the ground upon which the troops were
intended to have been encamped. Between one and two o’clock
their firing abated, and in a thort time ceafed. Of this favourable
ceflation the Inhabitants availed themfelves, to fecure fuch valuable
property as could be expeditioufly removed ; but the heavier articles,
which the avaricious and hard-heartcd huckflers had kept concealed
in their ftores, to bring forth in fmall quantities when the prices
fuited, were all deftroyed in the courfe of the bombardment.

AzouT five o'clock, the batteries of the Enemy again opened,
and the firing continued, without intermiffion, the remainder of the
day, and the fucceeding night. It did not, however, interrupt the
difembarkation of the fupplies. Five hundred men, with a pro-
portion of officers, were ordered for that duty: they were afterswords
confiderably augmented; and fuch was the labour and diligence
of the Garrifon, that the ftores were landed, with the affiftance of
the Navy, in nine or ten days. Qur cafualtied, on the 12th, were
but few: Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, was wounded ; alfo feveral
non~commiffioned officers and privates.

Tre bombardment was continued the 13th, and feveral foldiers
were killed and wounded in their quarters. In the courfe of the day,
2 hundred and fifty men were ordered to remove ammunition to the

magazines
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magazines on the hill, and an additional number to join the’ party-
employed in landing the fupplies.. ,The 14th, the gun and mortar
boats fired upon the fhipping, but were foon obliged to retire.
Several barges attended, having officers in them, who fecmed to give
directions how to point their cannon. Our batteries ceafed firing
this day, but the Enemy’s ordnance wepe kept going with great
vivacity. They appeared to have got the exact range of the heights ;.
even the Royal battery did not efcape their thells. Enfign Martin
was flightly wounded with fplinters of ‘ftones. No arrangement of
the troops was yet known; and the former diftribution, given out
in November, was totally overthrown by the extenfive range of
the Enemy’s fire.  Officers, however, whofe quarters were damaged,.
received marquees from the public ftores, to encamp at the fouth-.
ward ; and the diftrefled inhabitants were accommodated with tents.

IT being remarked that the Enemy’s fire confiderably abated
about noon, the Governor ordered the town-guards to aﬂ'embic at.
twelve o’clock; by which regulation lefs danger was apprehended
in relieving the men on duty. The night picquets were likewife
ordered to occupy the cafemates under the Grand battery, that they
might be at hand to reinforce the northern guards, in cafe of alarm..
The total ftrength of the picquets, at this period, was two captains,
nine fubalterns, nine ferjeants, nine drummers, and three hundred
and ninety-one rank and file. The caufe of the ceffation in the
Enemy’s fire at noon, arofe from a cuftom, pretty general in Spain,
and common, I helicve, in .moft warm climates, that of indulging,
themfelves with a m&ridian nap. This luxury the Spaniards could
not refufe themfeves, even in war ; and it was invariably attended to
during their future operations.againft Gibraltar,*

. Vice~

* This will not appear fo.extraordinary when the Reader is informed that, during the
infarre@ion of Madrid, in 1766, the infurgents, as mentioned by Major Dalrymple, in his
Travels through Spain, regularly indulged themfelves with their fefz, and then returned

to their different places of rendezvous. Government did the fame ; fo that there feemed.to ba
& fleepy convention, for a few hours, every day, between adminiftration and the mob.
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Vice-Apmirar Darsy, *with the {hips of war, continued
cruifing in fight of the Rock : the fervice however requiring dif~
patch in landing the fupplics, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir John
Lockart Rofs to fuperintend that duty in the Bay; and the Garrifon
party was augmented to upwards of a thoufand men, befides officers.
The evening of the 14th, the Enemy’s thells were very profufely
diftributed : fome that did not burft we examined, and on drawing
the fufe, found inflammable matter mixed with the powder : thefe
combuftibles fet fire to'a-wine-houfe in the green-market, near the
Spanith church ; and before the fire could be extinguithed, four or
five houfes were burnt to the ground. Detachments from the
regiments and guards in town were immediately ordered to quench
the flames; but the Enemy’s cannonade became fo brifk, that
great confuiion enfued. From this moment, we may date the
commencement of the irregularities into which, through refentment
and intoxication, the foldiers were betrayed, Some died of imme-
diate intoxication, and feveral were with difficulty recovered, by
oils, and tobacco water, from a dangerous ftate of ebriety.

TuoueH riot and violence are moft contrary to ‘that {pirit of
regular difcipline which {hould always prevail in military affairs,
fomething may yet be urged in extenuation of the condu of the
troops, which has been fo much the fubjed of reprehenfion among(t
the people interefled.  The extreme diftrefs to which the foldiers
had been reduced by the mercenary condu@ of the hackfters and,
Iaquor-dealcrs, in hoarding, Qr rather concealing their ftocks, to
enhance the price of what was expofed for fale, raifed amongft the
: tr00ps (when they difcovered the great quantitics of various articles
in the private ftores) a fpirit of revenge. The firft and fecond days,
they conducted themfelves with great propricty ; but on the eve of
the thitd day, their difcipline was overpowered by their incbriation ;
and frony fhat m&'mt, rcgardiefs of pumfhmcnt, ot the imrcatrcs of

o theic
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their officers, they werc guilty of many, and great excefles. The
Enemy’s thells foon forced opén the fecret recefles of the merchants ;
and the foldiers inftantly availed themfelves of the opportunity to
feize upon the liquors, which they conveyed to haunts of their own.
Here, in partics, they barricaded their quarters againit all oppofers,
and, infenfible of their danger, regaled themfelves with the f{poils.
Several tkirmifthes occurred amongft them, which, if not feafonably
put a ftop to by the interference of officers, might have ended in
ferious confequences.

It did not appear, through all their intemperance, that thefe
irregularitics arofc from any caufe fo much as a {pirit of revenge
againft the merchants. A great quantity of liquor, &c. was wan-
tonly deftroyed ; and, in fome cafes, incredible profufion prevailed.
Among other inftanices of caprice and extravagance, I recollett that
of roafting a pig by a fire made of cinnamon. The offenders were
at firft confined and reprimanded, which the Governor judged would
have a greater effet than punithment ; but relapfing a fecond time,
he was convinced his lenity was difregarded ; and he was therefore
compelled to ufe more rigorous meafures.

1 mave thought proper to digrefs a little upon this fubje@, not
in juftification of the foldiers, but to acquaint the world with the
truth ; as fome, who have related the occurrences of this period to
their friends, have omitted doing the Garrifon the juftice to annex
the account of their former hardfhips. Befides, had the troops been
in the higheft degree abftemious, the'Enemy'’s fire would foon have
deftroyed what was only the fooner confumed by their extravagance ;
for the inhabitants were too much alarmed for the fafety of their
own perfons, to attend to the fecurity of their effects.

I ForGOT to mention in its place, that, previous to.the bom-
bardment, the fick in town had received orders to remove when the

firing
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firing commenced : on the 13th, therefore, the men were conveyed
to the Naval hofpital at the fouthward.

THE 15th, the bombardment was continued with greater vivacity.
Not content with difcharging their ordnance regularly, they faluted
us almoft every inftant with a volley of eight or ten cannon,
befides mortars. Our batteries remained filent, and the guns at
Willis’s were drawn behind the merlons, to fecure them againtt the
Enemy’s thot. It was obferved, they direCted a great number of
thells towards the Working-parade, and about the Victualling-office.
In the morning, the gun-boats again attacked the thips of war and
tranfports ; and the Navy returned a fmart fire. About noon,
Lieut. Budworth, of the 72d regiment, and Surgeon Chetholme, of
the 56th, were wounded by a fplinter of a fhell at the door of a
northern cafematc in the King's baftion. The former was dan-
geroufly fcalped, and the latter had one foot taken off, and the other
leg broken, befides a wound in the knee. The troops in town, in
the afternoon began to encamp at the fouthward, and to be regularly
diftributed amongft the cafemates in town. The following was the
arrangement. To the Hanoverians were allotted the bomb-proofs
under the Grand battery, occupied by the picquets, which in
confequence removed to Landport gateway, and Prince of Hefle's
cafemate. The 12th, 39th, and §6th regiments, were ordered to
poflefs Montague’s cafemate, with the Galley-houfe, and Waterport
gateway : thofe who could not be accommodated in thefe quarters,
encamped above the South barracks and Navy hofpital, on the
declivity of the hill : the 72d regiment totally withdrew into the
King’s baftion, and the §8th and 73d regiments remained in the
South barracks: the artillery and engineers were difpofed of on the
fame plan. Several days elapfed before the troops were properly
fettled. The ground on which they encamped, was very fteep
and rugged : it was neceffary therefore to level it into terraces, for

U2 the
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the men to pitch their tents.  The regimental ftores were alfo to
be removed, and other dutics of a fimilar nature executed, before
the troops could be cqnﬁdcrcd as properly eftablithed.

Tne gun-hoats attacked the fhipping on the 16th, and endea-
voured to moleft the partics employed irr landing the provifions:
but a linc-of-battle thip, and two frigates, foon obliged them to
retire.  In the courfe of the day, the women and children who had
taken refuge with their hufbands and friends in the cafemates in
town, were ordered to remove and encamp at the fouthward.
Though this order, from motives of humanity, was not ftrictly
enforced, yet it greatly relieved the men, and in a meafure removed
our apprehenfions of fome infectious diforder being generated from
their crowded and confined fituation, The officers were under the
neceflity of participating with the men in thefe unpleafant accom-
modations : their prefence, however, produced this beneficial con-
fequence, that they often prevented the men from indulging in
thofe excefles, into which, otherwife, they undoubtedly would have

entered. The fame day, the Queen’s-lines, Main, New-mole, and
Rofia guards, were ordered to be Captain’s guards.

Tue Enemy, on the 17th, firft reached the Rock-gun with fhot
from the feven-gun battery. Colonels Rofs, Green, and Pi&on,
were appointed the fame day to rank as Brigadiers ; and Captain
Wilfon of the 72d regiment, Lieutenant Holloway of the engincers,
and Captain Picton of the 12th regiment, were appointed their
brigade -majors. Two field -officery, with a captain from each
regiment, and one fubaltern for every fifty men, were ordered alfo
to fuperintend the difembarkation of provifions. In the afternoon,
the fhells of the befiegers fet fire to the ftores in the Spanith church.
Parties were inﬁmﬂy detached from the main guard, 72d regiment,
and other corps in town, to remove the provifions. The Lieutenant-

‘Governor
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Governor with his Aide-de-camps was prefent, encouraging the
men to perform this duty with expedition. The Enemy's fire at
this time was remarkably fpirited ;" neverthelels, the greater part was
faved by the aivity of the partics. Many catks of flour were
brought into the King's baftion, and piled as temporary traverfes
before the doors of the fouthern cafemates, in which feveral perfons
had been killed and wounded in bed. Thefe traverfes, however,
did not continue long; for the men, when the fpoils in the town
became fearce, confidered thofe barrels which the Enemy’s fhot
had pierced, as lawful prizes. The contents were foon fcooped out
and fried into pancakes, a dih which they were very expert in
cooking ; and the upper catks, wanting fupport from below, gave
way, and the whole came to the ground. Though the flour by this
means was in a great meafure loft to Government, yet the aumber of
accidents which thefe traverfes prevented, greatly overbalanced the
value of the article. Traverfes of another nature were afterwards

ereted in their room.

Tue gun-boats, on the 18th, fired again upon the thipping and
men of war cruifing in the Bay. The Minerva and Monfieur,
frigates, had feveral men dangeroufly wounded; and the Nonfuch
had a maft crippled. The Navy, after this attack, no longer con-
fidered thefe boats in the fame defpicable light as on their firft
entrance into the Bay. In the courfe of the day, a fhell fell through
the arch of the Galley-houfe, where part of the 3g9th, and fome of
the 12th regiments, were quartered : it killed two, and wounded
four privates. In confequence of this unexpected cai’ualty: the
troops removed thence, and joined their regiments at the fouth-

ward.

Oyr batteries,. efpecially at Willis's, by this time exhibited a
. werv diforderly and suinous appearancc. The ordnance had been
- withdrawn
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withdrawn when the artillery ceafed to fire: but the merlons were
now, confiderably damaged, gnd fome of the cannon difmounted
and injured. The Lines were alfo nearly choaked up with loofe
ftones and rubbith, brought down by the fhot from the rock above ;
the traverfes along the line~wall were greatly injured ; and the town,
particularly at the northward, approached every day towards a final
demolition. The engineers, however, were ordered to prepare
materials for repairing the Queen’s battery at Willis’s ; and parties
of workmen were employed in carrying up, from below, fand-bags,
and other requifites for that purpofe. New traverfes were likewife
begun along the different communications, higher, ftronger, and at
thorter diftances, than the old ones.

TuE gun-boats renewed their attack, the 19th, on the thipping,
but were foon obliged to retreat. In the cdurfe of the day, the
terrace ftore-houfe was fet on' fire. The camp-equipage of “the
Garrifon being in an adjacent houfe, parties from the regiments in
town were ordered to remove them with the greateft expedition.
The men generally received fome gratuity from the Governor for
thefc hazardous duties. The following day, the fupplies being
landed, the Fleet in the evening prepared to return to the weftward.
Before they weighed, their good friends the gun-boats gave them a
parting falute, and did fome damage. By fix o'clock the whole
were under way. Many merchantmen, freighted with merchandize,
and articles much wanted in the Garrifon, returned with their
cargoes ; the merchants refufing to take them, on account of the
bombardment. Great numbers of the inhabitants, and officers
ladies, likewife embraced this opportunity of leaving the Garrifon.

Tue impatienee of the Britith Admiral to difembark the fuppiics,
that he might not lofe the opportunity of the eafterly wind to
return from the Mediterranean, had prevented the Garrifon .fromn

unloading
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unloading the colliers that had arrived with the fleet: thefe fhips
were therefore fkuttled in the NeMmole, to be difcharged at leifare.
The ordnance-tranfports were alfo ordered within the boom for the
fame purpofe. In the courfe of the 20th, the Victualling-office was

on fire for a fhort time ; agd at night, the Town was on fire in four

different places; but the public ftores being fafe, no attempts were
made to exitinguifh the flames.

Tur Enemy’s cannonade and bombardment continued fill very
britk, The 21ft, forty-two rounds were numbered in two minutes,
between fix and eight o’clock. The Garrifon flag-ftaff on the
Grand battery was {o much injured by their fire, that the upper part
was obliged to be cut off; and the colours, or rather the glorious
remains, were narled to the ftump. The evening of the 22d, the
combuftible matter 'in their thells fetting fire to fome fafcines at
Waterport, Licut. Cunningham, of the 39th regiment, was wounded
in exftinguithing them. The fate of this young gentleman may
be confidered as extraordinary. On examining the wound, which
was in the head, it appeared fo trifling, that the furgeon judged
his fkull unhurt; and his feeming recovery confirmed the opinion.
Somcthmg more than a fortnight elapfed, when he complamcd of
a pain in his head: he immediately took to his bed, and in a
thort time expired. After his deceafe, a confiderable fracture was
difcovered, with a quantlty of extravafated blood encircling the
bram

Tue gun and mortar boats, on the 23d, fired upon our partics
ranging the prowﬁons at the fouthward. Two hundred and fixty
ihot and forty thells were difcharged, feveral of which fell about the
camp, and powder-magazines. The wife of a foldier of the 58th
regiment was killed behind the South barracks, and feveral men

' woundcd.. The bombardment from the lmcs wag now in {fome
- ‘ degrea
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degree abated, in confequence ofzheir batteries being fhaken and
injured by their own conftafit dhnnonade. We obferved, during
this day, a number of mules, with carts, bringing materials to the
line to repair them. Our artillery, at night, annoyed them with a
few rounds from the batteries above Willjs’s.

Tue 24th, a ihell fell at the door of a cafetnate, under the fouth
flank of the King’s baftion, and wounded four men within the bomb-
proof. This cafemate had been appropriated as a magazine for
the baftion, and the powder had only been removed to the oppofite
cafemate a few days previous to this accident. In the afternoon,
a foldier of the r2th regiment deferted from Landport guard; in
confequence of which, the town-guards were ordered to affemble,
the fubfequent day, at two o’clock P. M. The Enemy, however,

not increafing their fire as was expeéed, the guards afterwards
mounted as before.

Tue Garrifon-orders of the 26th exprefled, that any foldicr,
convicted of being drunk or afleep upon his poft, or found maraud-
ing, thould be smmediately executed. Thefe meafures, rigorous
as they may appear, were become abfolutely neceflary, and, in
reality, had been too long deferred. The foldiers were now arrived
at fo high a pitch of licentioufnefs, that no refpe® was paid to their
officers, -and fcarcely obedience to them even when on duty. Such
behaviour, if not curbed in time, too commonly induces very ferious
confequences. At the fame time that this order was iffued, the
regiments quartered at the fouthward were commanded, in cafe of
alarm, to affemble, in two lines, on the Red fands, the Britith in
front, and the Hanoverian brigade in the rear. The troops in
town had their ftations likewife allotted them.

In the afternoon of the 27th, a convoy of twenty victualkers, under
charge of four frigates and the Fortune floop, arrived i in thirteea

days
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days from Minorca. It now appeared that the. Governor did not
entirely depend on- receiving fuccours from England, but thought
it prudent to obtain fupplies frod other quarters, left any accident
fhould prevent the Britith fleet arriving in time to his relief.  Thus
determined to provide againft fortuitous events, he had fecretly
ordered provifions to be purchafed from the prizes taken aloft, and
thipped on board vefiels that were hired for that purpofe. Captain
Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had the charge of this valuable
Convoy ; and the fuccefs attending the enterprife demonftrates with
what fecrecy it had been conducted.  They were ignorant of Admiral
Darby having been in the Mediterranean, and were agreeably fur-
prifed to find from the Enemy no oppofition to theit entrance.

Tue provnﬁons thrown in by the Brmfh Admiral were not yet
ftored ; nor had they any further protetion againft the weather, than
a covering of canvas, formed from the fails of the colliers that were
run athore in the New mole. Under thefe unavoidable circum-
ftances, it was peculiarly “unfortunate, that the rains a this period
thould be unufually heavy, and of long continuance. The troops
alfo were very material: fufferers from this inclemency of the
weather. 'The rain, that pourcd down in .torrents from the face
of the hill, foon broke down the loofe banks of earth raifed to
cover their tents, which, being pitched ‘on the ‘declivity of the
hill, were fwept away by the force of the ftream; and thus the
fatiguedrfoldier, who fearcely was one night out of three in bed, was
frequently expofed, at midnight, toa deluge of rain, . Thefe misfor-
tuncs, -however, taught them to provide agamﬁ fuch future acci-
dents’ H ané‘ foa ﬁ:w months, after {ome labour. and attcntfon, thcgr
guéﬂefs weite thore comfdrtable and fecure.

The ‘pemaindes of thie'month wes rémarkable tor; cxcdﬁ'ivc ‘fains,

atte el with molt drcadful tbun&cr and lightaing, vvhsch durmg
X . the
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the night, in addmon to the fire. from the Enemy, had an awful

and tremendous effect. The bombardment continued warm and

well fupported; but the Ene'my/dxd not appear: to have any par-
ticular obje. In the early part of the day, they in general fired
pretty {martly: about noon their batteries flackened, and from
twelve till two o'clock almoft totally ceafed : after two they recom-
menced, and perfevered till the fucceeding meridian. During the
night they direéted their fire principally to the heights and lines, as
probably they had information, by the laft deferter, that we cmployed
every night, partxcs to clear and rcpaxr thofe works.

Tuez morning of the 3oth, we difcevered the gun and mortar

‘boats approaching the Garrifon: they took their ftations off the

town,. to. avoid the fire from the frigates, and varied very little from
their former attacks. Five fhot landed on Windmill-hdll, -which
was cfteemed a remarkable long range. We returned a britk and
well-direted fire; and they retired. It was remarked that the

land-batteries were in a meafure filent* during their ftay, In the

evening, an Hanoverian, with fome others, was deteGted marauding
in.a flore: the party was giwen in charge toa fentey, but the former
attempted to efcape: the fentry called to him to {top, otherwife he
would fire ;. which: he not complying with, the fentry thot him dead
on the fpot. A general return of cafualties, &c. for every month,
is inferted at the conclufion,

- Earyry on the 2d of May, two-fettees-arrived from Algiérs, laden
with fheep, wine, and brandy. Thc Enemy now feemed to have
given up the idea -of blockadmg us to a furrender. No. cruifers
had been obferved out ﬁncc the. departm of Admiral. Darby. In
the evening a fhell from the Garrifon fell upon the eaftern traverfe,

in the St. Carlos s: battery, under which was their ‘magazine, and,
communigating : w:th the powdcr blew it up, The, uptoﬁqn

was.
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was. not loud; but the damage was fo very confiderable, that the
ordnance Wwere filent for fevetgl days. Our ‘artillery annoyed the
Enemy greatly during their confafioh, though they kept up a britk
difcharge from the lines, at the rate of two hundred and fifty rounds
an hour. The day following, Licut. Willington, of the artillery, was
‘wounded at Willis’s. The 5th, a foldier of the §8th regiment was
exccuted on the Grand parade, at the door of the ftore where he was
detected plundering.  His body hung till fun-fet, as an example to
other offenders.

Twue Enemy’s cannonade and bombardment continued tc be wide
and feattered, apparently having no particular object. Shells were
yet lavifhly expended ; and, what was very fingular, many of thofe
which fell blind,  contained, on examination, a vaft quantity of fand
mixed with the powder. We could not otherwife account for this
unufual circumflance, than by fuppofing the powder was ftolen
by their people in the laboratories. . Other thells ftill diffufed, on
their explofion, combuftible matter, which, fetting fire to the loofe
timber and wobd difperfed amongft the ruins of the.town, greatly
endangered the King’s ftores and magazines. This induced the
Governor, on the 6th, to publith a placart, fignifying to the inha-
bitants, that fuch materials, of this nature, as were not removed out
of the reach of the Enemy’s fire, would be converted to the King’s
ufe. The morning of the 7th, the gun and mortar boats fired upon
‘the Town and the New mole: they ftayed about an hour, and then
retivgd.  We returned upwards of four hundred rounds with great
vivacity ; which greatly difplealed the Governor: # There would
“ be noend, hefuid, ** of expending ammunition, if we fired every
‘¢ time they.camie, and while they were at o great a diftance: in
« fugure,” he ordered, “* no notice to be taken of the gun~boats,
‘#unlefs they approached within the diftance of grape.” The 8th,
‘Captain Fowlis, of the 72d, was wounded in the lines. .~
- X2 , Tue
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‘Tut Entmy’s fire was: ‘how more regulars we nolonger expe-

v, rienced the fudden fits that had ifduced them to’ dxieharge a whole

battery at a volley : it amounttd, @bout this time, upon an average,
to fifteen hundred rounds in the twenty-four hours... The gth,
‘Lieut. Lowe, of the r2th regiment, a fuperintendint of the work~
ing-parties, loft his leg by a fhot, on the flope &F the hill under
the Caftle. He faw the thot before the fatal effet, byt was fafcinated
to the fpot.  This fudden arreft of the faculties was not uncommon :
feveral inftances occurred to my own obfervation, - where men, |
totally free, have had their fenfes fo engaged by a fhell in its defcent,
that, though fenfible of their danger, even fo far as to cry for
affiftance, they have been immediately fixed to the place. But what
is more remarkable, thefe men haye fo inftantaneoufly recovered
themfelves on its fall to the ground, .as to remove to a place of fafety
before the fhell burft. The gun and mortar boats.repeated their
vifit on the 11th,*but fired from fo refpetful a diftance, that fc-arcely
a (hot came afhore. Our batteries were manned ; neverthelefs, not
& gun was returned. Licutenant Thornton, of the 12¢h regiment,
was wounded the fame day with fplinters of fton®s, thrown up by
a'thot which grazed betwixt his legs.

Tur buildings in town, at this time, exhibiteda moft dreadful
-picture of the effes of fo animated a bombardment. -Scarce a
hotufe; north of the Grand parade, was tenantable; all of them were
deferted. Some few, near Southport, contmued to- be inhubited
by ‘foldiers families ; but, in general, the floorsr and roofsgmavere
deftroyed, and the bare thell only was Jeft ftanging. The Governor_
and Lieutenant-Governor, however, maintained their quartcrs, ‘having
parties conftantly emploged in repairing the damage. Both, had
bomb-proofs ; and - the former afterwards had a largc tent, pxtched
on a rifing fitwation ‘fotith of the Red fands, where, with his fuife,
he generally remained during the day, returning at night to town ;
but
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but. the Lieutenant-Governor conftantly refided m ‘town, having
accommodations in the ng s daftion,

THE evening of the 12th, the gun and mortar boats ﬁrcd upon
the Garrifon from off the Old mole, ‘fecconded by a very warm fire
from their land-batteries, Scveral fhells from the former ranged as
high as the Signal-houfé, and fome fell over the rock, They
difcharged a hundred and e:gh}y fhot and forty-fix fhells, and then
retired, throwing up the ufua ﬁgnal of a rocket from each boat.
Though our Batterics were manued, the Garrifon remained filent.
About the 13th, and for a few fucceedmg days, the Enemy’s thells
were directed for an unufual long range.  One fell on'the fmcaﬁlc
of a collier in the New mole, and pierced both decks, but did not
burft. Two fell amongft the provifions on the New-mole parade,
and another in the middle yard of the South barracks : a fplinter
of the latter flew to the Navy-hofpital.  The 14th, a fhell fell
‘into the Small armoury, near Southpart, but fortunately did little
injury. Jhe 17th, the Jews fynagogue and other buildings were
burnt down. The following day, 2 fhell from our upper batterics
blew up the Guard-room in the place d’armes of Fogt Barbara,. Qur
engineers were at this - time employcd cvcmm:gbt in clearing the
‘works, filling up fhell-holes, and repairing the glacis and. traverfes
at Waterport. .. The Enemy’s fire at this period feldom exceeded a

thoufand rounds in the courfe of twenty-four hours: their batteries

were much fhaken with thc firing, and partics were .conftantly
btxﬂggpg ﬁ,_applxcs,of ammunition to the lmcg, and dxffcr;nt materials
for the repair of their works.

. ‘AN attermnpr. was made by the-Navy, on the 19th, tocutoff a
palacrc becalmed near Europa Point ; but, a brecze fpringing up,
the efaaped.  The._ gun-boats foon after came out, apparently. with

L. an
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ah intention of avenging this affént ; but, the wind frefhening, they
returned. The cannonade from Enemy was now principélly
direGted at our upper batterfes. # The rock-gun, mounted on the
fummit.of the northern front, was become as watm, if not warmer
than any othe¢r battery; and fcarcely a day paffed without fome
cafualties at that poft. The gun and gortar boats, early in the
morning of the 2o0th, repeated their attack on the Garrifon and
thipping. They were arranged in twp divifions, thofe to the north-
ward direting their fire towards the King’s baftiop and Southport,
but moft of their thells broke on the face-of the rock ; whilft the
fouthward divifion annoyed the fthipping and camp. Their ufual
fignal for retiring ‘was made about a quarter paft three o’clock. On

-this occafion we returned a few fhots from the town-batteries,

At the commencement of the bombardment, the out-guards
of Bay-fide and Lower Forbes's had béen withdrawn from thofe
barriers, and an officer’s guard ftationed every night in the Fléche,
2 work erectéd near the Inundation at the foot of La'n%b‘rt glacis.
‘On the morning of the 21, the fentries at this poft obferved a man
advancing, with great cxrcumfpeé'txon, along the caufeway : inftead
of ‘anfwering- when “Mhallenged, he immediately dropped. Licut.
‘Wetham, of the 58th regiment, the officer on duty, fufpe@ing he

- came to reconnoitre, inftantly, with the ferjeant, went out to feize

him ; but the man rifing, he purfued, and was within a very fhort -
diftance of fecuring him, when he fell into a thell-hole near Bay-ﬁde,
and the man efcaped. It was imagined that curiofity had prompted
him to make trial of the alertnefs of pur fentries. His hat, which
fell off in his retreat, his firclock with bayonet, and pouch filled
with twenty-nine rounds'of amnwunition, were hungon the pahfadcs
of thc barrier, -and were aftcrwards brought in..

EarLy
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Earvry on the morning of the 22d, a fplinter of a thell, which

fell and burft on the Church- battery, ranged uémrds of two .

hundred yards, and cutting the }yton of the morning-gun on the
South baftion, fired it off. ‘This fingular circumitance, happening
fome hours before day-break, not a little fucprifed thofe who heard
the report, and were ignorant of the caufe, Qur fire was now
increafed to about a hundred and fifty rounds in the twenty-four
hours, the Enemy’s parties bejng repairing the lines of approach.
Their cannonade, on the cone)mry, was reduced, upon an average,

to fix hundred fﬁ'ﬂ&y rounds.

Tue night of the 23d, the gun and mortar boats renewed their
attack upon the camp, which, in its confequences, was more
dreadful than any we had hitherto cxperienced. The filence obferved
by ithe Garrifon during their preceding vifits, ‘emboldened them,
on this occafion, to ad¥ance fo near, that we could diftinctly hear
their officers give orders to the men, who frequently cried out
to us, in Spanith, to ¢ take care.” During the firft and fecond
rounds, the fhells fell over Windmill-hill into the fea; but this
miftake they foon rectified, and the attack became exceffively {mart,
Two thells fell withjn the Hofpital-wall, #nd a thot paffed through
the roof of one of the pavilions. A fhell fell'in a houfe in
Hardy-town, and killed Mr. Ifrael, a very refpe@able Jew, with
Mrs. T'ourale, a female relation, and his clerk, .. Another, from the
St. Carlos’s battery, fell into a houfe near South {hed, in which were
fifteen or fixteen perfons : the thell burft ; but all efcaped, except a
child, whofe mother had expgrienced a fimilar fate fome time Before.

A fold:cr of ghe 72d regiment was killed in his. bed. by a fhot ; and.

aJew butchct was equally unfortunate. In all, feven were killed,

and 'twelve or thirteen wounded. A fplinter of the fhell whichowas

fo fata] amongft Mr. Ifracl’s famﬂy, is now exhibited, as a curiofity
' wmhg;of notice, in Sir Afhton, Lever’s valuable mufeum, where this
' affedting
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aﬁcéhrw ftory i is alfo related. Thc ﬁlencc of the Garrifon, when the
deftru@ive effelts of this attack were publxcly known, caufed great
fecret difcontent amongft the foldirs 5 and fuch reprefentations were
made to the Governor, that he ordered the artxﬂcry to return “their
fire when they rcpcatcd their vifit.

Tue evening of the z7th, the engineers, with a ftrong -party,
repaired the Queen’s battery (Willi(‘;s) The new merlons were
raifed with fand-bags on the bafe of the old ones, and the whole was |
completed before morning gun-fire. The fo]lowmb ﬁay, a fquadron
of Ruffian men of war pafled through the Straits to the weft.
Whilft they remained in fight, the Encmy increafed their fire upon
the Garrifon.  The fame day arrived the General Murray' privateer
and a polacre from Minorca, with wine, brandy, Icmons, and ﬁlt
and in the evening, the Enterprife frigate, gxth fevepteen crdnar&ce-
fhips and tranfports, failed for England. " "The Enemy difcovercd
them before they quitted the Bay, and repeated their fignals towards

‘Cadiz. The Garrifon flag-ftaff, on the Grand battery, was now

o mutilated, and the flag fo much torn by the Enemy’s thot, that
it became neceffary to erect a new one, which was done the night

of the 28th; ;u__)d it ferved to engage the attention of the Enemy in the
fucceeding day’s firing.

Tue morning of the 29th, two Britith f'rigates, the Flora and

Crefcent, which had conveyed the Minorca ordnance-thips to

Mahon, appeared from the eaft. Captain Peere Williams, in the
former, ftood towards the Bay; and being informed by Capmnv

put
about, and follewed his confort, the Crefcent, which was then

chafing two vcﬁcls, apparently Dutchmen, under the Barbara thore :
and foon after thcy ‘difappeared, we hieard a cannonade to the weﬁ'
wh:ch
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which moft likely proceeded from the enfuing engagement, as we
afterwards learned that the thip chated were Dutch frigates.* At
noon the fame day, two artificers were executed at the White
Convent in Irith Town for marauding; and the following day,
- one of the §8th fuffered for the fame offence. The 31ft, in the
evening, a thip under Ragufan colours, attempting to get round
Europa Point to proceed to Algeziras, was driven under our guns,
and obliged to come in. Shq was laden with wheat and barley,
bound from'B adiz ; and her cargo was condemned as
a lawful priz

Tue Enemy’s bombardment was confiderably abated towards the
clofe of the month. Their objeéts for fome time were the upper
batteries, and_particularly the Royal battery, whence they were
greatly 'incommoded. They often attempted to reach Landport
and the lines with grape from the advanced mortars ; but it feldom
ranged farther than the Inundation, Our engineers, notwithftanding
their fire, continued making fuch repairs as their cannonade rendered
neceffary.

ABouT two o'clock, on the morning of the 1ft of June, the
gun and mortar boats faluted us as ufual, and wounded three or
four men : they were in threc divifions. We returned the fire
from different batteries between King’s baftion and Buena-Vita.
During this attack, an incident happened, which I will beg Jeave
to infert. A foldier, rambling about the town, accidentally found,
in the ruins of a houfe, feveral watches and other articles of value,
which he immediately made prize of ; but how to fecrete them
afterwards, was a fubjet that required the utmoft reach of his

Y invention.

* Captain Williams, in this aflion, took his opponent; but the Crefcent, from fome
unfortunate accidents, was compelled to furrender to her adverfary. The Crefcent was
however retaken by the Flora ; but being greatly damaged, both fhe and the Flora’s prize
afterwards fell a prey‘to fome Freach cruifers.
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invention. He ‘was fenfible he could not fecure them in his
quarters, as every foldier of his egunent was cxamined -on his
return to his bomb-proof from duty. He wefolved, therefore,
on a fingular expedient, Taking out the wad which ferved as a
tompion to a gun on the King’s baftion, he lodged his prize, which
was tied in his handkerchief, as far as he could reach within the
gun, and put the wad in its former place. In times of peace, he
could not have devifed a better repdfitory ; but unfortunately the
gun-boats coming the fame evening (chith.he-swas faft afleep ‘in
his cafemate, not apprehending any danger ‘to his fecrlted treafure),
this richly-loaded gun was one of the firft that way difcharged at

the Enemy, and the foundation of his future greatnefs was difperfed
in an inftant. :

TrEe Enemy’s cannonade, in the beginning of June, decreafed to
about five hundred rounds in the twenty-four hours : the King’s,
or Black battery (as it was called by the Garrifon), with the two
fourteen-gun batteries in their lines, were now filent..

Tur morning-of the 3d, the gun-boats repeated their vifit about
the fame time as before.  In this attack two ferjeants, of the r2th
and §8th regiments, were killed, and two privates wounded : many
fhells fell among the tents of the different regimentsy and two fhot
in the hofpital-yard. A corporal, going with the relief at Land-
port, had the muzzle of his firclock clofed, and. the barrel twifted
like a french-horn, by a fhell, without injury to his perfon. We
returned the fire from the town-batteries, hong by that means
to engage their attention from our camp. The 4th, the Governor
commemorated the anniverfary of His Majefty’s birth-day, by a
falute at noon of twenty-three cannon, and forty-three mortars,
being the number of ordnance that bore on the St. Carlos’s battery.
The fire began at the Rock-mortar, feconded by the Old mole,
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and fo on from right to left till the whole were difcharged : the
Enemy, indulging themfelves asufual with a _fiss, did not imme-
diately return our fire; but in :}} carly part of the day, they had
made the town pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice through the
royal ftandard.

In the courft of the 4th, a tartan was taken coming in from
the eaft : the crew, however, gfcaped to the Garrifon in their boat.
A Spanith {quads ,Mof-battlc thips, three xebeques, and
two bomb-kefches, alfo arrived the fame day at Algeziras, from
aloft. With\this reinforcement, their naval force before Gibraltar
amounted to tWwo fhips of the line, five xcbeques, two ketches,
{everal half-gallies and armed veficls, with fifteen or fixteen gun and
mortar boats. Thefe latter were become fo altive, that we could
never promife” ourfelves a night's repofe without being difturbed
by a cannonade ; and their attacks were more vexatious from the
impofiibility of being able to retaliate, becaufe they prefented to us o
minute an objet. Whenever the alarm was given of their approach,
which was generally a little after midnight, the fouthern part of
the rock was in immediate commotion. Their effects had been
found fo deftruétive, that all were upon the look-out: the troops
were ordered from their tents, to places where they were covered
from the fhot ; but the thells were directed into the moft fequeftered
recefles.  Such was the terror of the miferable inhabitants, that
many of them fled nearly naked to the remote parts of the rock ;
and even here they could fcarcely deem themfelves fecure: in
thort, no fcene could be more deplorable than their diftiefs on

thefe occafions.

. THuE Encmy.’s bombardment from the land was ftill continued
with ljttle variation : they appeared indeed to have no other objet

than the expenditure of ammunition. In their camp, large pastics
. Y 2 were
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Y, were conftantly bringing brufh-wood for fafcines from the country ;

«~~ and others were employed in d.xfef?barkmg ftores, from {mall veflels
which were daily arriving from all quarters.

Tue gth, we were alarmed with the blowing-up of one of the
Enemy’s magazines, fituated at a fmall diRance from the Catalonian
camp to the weft of the Queen of Spain’s chair. The different
explofions that fucceeded the firft, jrefembled a continual roll of
fire, like repeated vollies of mufquetr): fom which circumftance
we conjeCtured, that it was their repoﬁtbry for ]u° fhells, and
fixed ammunition. Their drums immediately beat ‘o arms; and
the whole army, confifting of thirteen battalions " befides cavalry,
affembled in front of the camp. Partics were inftantly detached ;
but the fplinters of the fhells kept them for fome time at a con-
fiderable diftance. The fhells however at length ceafed to difplode :
they advanced, and removed powder, &c. from a neighbouring
magazine to a place fouthward of the fire; where meeting after-
wards in great numbers, our artillery endeavoured to reach them
with a large fhell from Willis’s ; but the diftance was beyond the
range of a fea-mortar. From the long continuance and focceffive
loud reports, it was thought they muft have fuftained great lofs,
not only of ammunition, but of men ; as the f{plinters were feen,
with glafles, to range much farther than the fpot where the
detachment firft affembled : and remarkable economy was after-
wards obferved in the article of fhells.

Tas following day, a line-of-battle fhip, proceeding from Point
Mala to the eaftward, was fired upon from the Garrifon, and
obliged to” put about and anchor at Algeziras. A flag of truce
came the day after to the New mole, to know the caufe of our
firing upon her, being a Neapolitan man of war. The Governor
anfwered, that. the firft fhot was to bring her to; which the not

obeying,



