
obeying, every fucceeding one was fired to fink her. T he night of 
the 11 th» the gun and mortar boaf^, according to cuftom, bombarded 
the camp, killed a child, and wounded a woman. They retired much 

fooner than ufual; which we attributed to their having received 
fome damage, as our grape was heard to ftrike them. W e returned 
ninety-fix rounds of various kinds. Their land-batteries, during 
the attack, dire&ed their fire principally towards the King’s baftion, 

and along the line-wall in town, whence, they obferved, we for 

fome time paft-gc^cca.3-}^r'f~^d when they came over. T he 14th, 

being the annfverfary of Corpus Chrifti, the feftival was noticed by 
the Enemy’s\ftiipping with the ufual flags of decoration, and the 
cuftomary fainted: repeated volleys were likewife difcharged from 
the lines; which, being unexpeded on our fide, killed and wounded 
feveral

T hough their bombardment in general, at this period, fcarcely 
exceeded 450 rounds in twenty-four hours, yet the batteries at 
W illis’s, notwithstanding the recent repairs, were again greatly 
damaged. T he Enemy’s (hot, though fired at fa  great a diftance, 
frequently pierced feven folid feet of fand-bag work. T o  obviate this, 

ftrong wooden frames, called caiffms, were conftru&ed of the fame 
dimenfion# as the m erlons; which, when Well rammed with clay, 

and covered in front and on the top with junk cut in lengths for 
the purpofe, were expected to refift better than the temporary repairs 
that had been done during the feverity of the Enemy's fire. The 
Enemy alfo adopted the fame mode in capping the merlons of Fort 
St. Barbara.

A f l a g  of truce, on the 15th, informed us that two fhips 
had been captured leaving the Garrifon, and that the prifoners 
were ready to be fent in. T he Fortune floop, in confequence, the 
next day, brought over 141 Englifh and Jews, men, women, and

children.
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i?8! > children. It was remarked that the Enemy the preceding day 
continued their bombardment during the flag of truce j but & 
flrid't ceiiation was obferved this day, owing, as we imagined, to 
fome reprefentations. We obferved, on the 20th, anew  camp of 
112 tents in the rear of Barcelo’s battery, north of Algeziras. T he 
day following, Montague’s baftion was opened on the Enemy, as 
parties were repairing the St. Carlos’s battery.

T he bombardment now decrealedV''1 v  T l]c.fire of the Enemy
was chiefly directed to oUr upper batteries^ for the t^vn  was almoft 

a heap of ruins: they fometimes threw a long-ran&er j but thefe 
(hells feldom did any injury. The night of the~’24th, the gun

boats fired upon the camp, but at fuch a diftance, that little 
damage was received, though they expended four hundred (hot, and 
fcventy (hells. W e returned eighty-eight rounds, principally fmall 
(hells, whofe fufes were fo accurately cut, as to break juft over the 

boats. T he 27th, we obferved another encampment (capable of 
quartering two battalions) at the Tower between the river Palmones 
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion that this camp, with that at 
Barcelo's battery, was occupied by militia. T he gun and mortar 
boats again bombarded our camp about midnight for two hours: 
they then made their ufual (ignal, and, as we imagined, were gone 
back but foon after, they returned, and recommenced a brifker fire 
than b e fo rek illed  and wounded twelve or fourteen, the greateft 
number of which were of the 39th regiment. This was the moft 
important lofs which our troops had yet experienced from the gun

boats ; but we concluded ourfelves in fome degree fortunate in not 
fuffering more considerably; as moft of the regiments, imagining the 
bombardment over for the night, were in bed when they returned.

T he difagreeable and frequent repetition of thefe attacks 

prompted the Governor to adopt, if  poflible, fome expedients to
annoy



annoy their camp in return. T he diftance was conceived to be within 
the range of fhells from the Old-mole head : accordingly a thirteen - 

inch fea-mortar was removed to 'th e ’ extremity; and fix cannon, 
five thirty-two-pounders, and one eighteen-pounder, were at the 

fame time funk in the fand behind the Old mole, and then fecured 
with timber, &c. at different degrees of elevation. Thefe arrange
ments had been for fome time in agitation; and being now com
pleted, he determined to make the experiment. About ten o’clock 
in the forenoon j f̂_ thej z$±k/t fix rounds were difcharged from 

each : three dr the fhefls burft in the Enemy’s camp, and one 
over it. ThX other two difploded in their paffage : all the fhot 
went home. ^Hjattalion of Spanifh guards, happening to be under 
arms, were greatly alarmed, and difperfed three different tim es: 
at length they were affembled, and marched off towards the left. 
This befngOTff intended as an experiment, the artillery foon ceafed 
firing; but it is fcarccly poffible to exprefs the general fatisfa&ion 

which this fuccefs diffufed through the Garrifon. The mortar was 
loaded with from 30 lb. to 2811b. of powder at the ufual elevation; 
the thirty-two-pounder witli 14, and the eighteen with 9 lb. of 
powderj the latter, all at forty-two degrees.

T h e  Governor, befides this plan of retaliation, devifed other 
lchemes to cover and proted his camp, if  pofiible, from future 

attacks. Two brigs were ordered to be cut down and converted 
into prames, each to carry four or five heavy cannon ; which were 
to be moored between the New mole and Ragged-ftaff, at fuch 
diftance from the works as to be eafily protected, and yet far 

enough out to keep their boats at a refpe&ful diftance. Artificers 
from the Garrifon afiifted the Navy in fitting out thele v d ills . One 

of them, being finifhed previous to the before-mentioned experiment, 
was moored at the diftance of about half mufquet-fhot from theN ew - 
mole head. She was named the Vanguard, mounted two Spanifh

tvventy-
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T h e bombardment, which, by almoft imperceptible degrees, nR*. 

had been decrealing, on the 12th nearly ceafcd. The cannon in 

their feven and fourteen-gun batteries were all drawn back, to 

facilitate, as we imagined, the repairing of the platforms, and inner 
part of the batteries. T he 13 th, fome troops at the tower decamped, 

and in a few days afterwards a regiment marched away from the 
Algeziras camp. T he 15th, two fettees and a brig failed from 

Point Mala, with gabions, to the weft. One velfel had failed 
thence on the i£*h. -Xh^&m/aterials, we conje&urcd, were for fome 

new works irfthe neighbourhood ; but we were afterwards informed 
that they w'qre taken to Minorca, and were ufed in the approaches 
carried on aganlft St. Philip’s. Their firing was now confined to 
the night, and,/unlefs we provoked them, fcarcely ever exceeded 
thirty

T h e Spanifti General vifited the Lines on the 18th ; but a fire 

breaking out in his camp, he returned immediately on its appear

ance. In the evening, the caiffons for the Queen’s battery being 
carried up to W illis’s, and the fand-bags brought from Pocoroca 

clay-pit, the engineers at dufk, with a party of three hundred and 
eighty men, began to re-eftablilh the merlons j and by the morning 
gun-fire of the 19th, the old fand-bags were removed, the caiffons 
placed, and filled with clay, fand, and junk, and the battery made 

fit for the reception of artillery. T he Governor was prelent the 

whole time, and expelled the high eft approbation of the diligence 
and a&ivity of the party. The caiflons were made of oak timber, 
joined by ftrong iron bolts.* W hilft they were at work, the gun
boats fired upon the camp, and were feconded by the land-batteries 
oil the town : a hundred and thirty-two rounds were returned on the 

* boats, and fixteen (hells thrown into the Enemy’s camp. One of the 

artillery and one o f  the 73d regiment were wounded.
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T h e  b o m b ard m en t ,  w h ic h ,  by a lm oil  in>p?rcep!:ihle d e g rc > \  • 

bad  been decreafing, on the  12th  nearly cealed. T h e  cannon in 

th e i r  feven and fou r teen -gun  batteries were ail d raw n back, to 

facili tate,  as w e  imagined ,  the  repairing o f  th e  p la t fo rm s ,  and inner 

p a r t  o f  the  batteries'. T h e  1 3 th ,  fome troops at the tower  decamped, 

and  in a lev/ days afterwards a reg im ent  m archcd  a w a y  from the 

Algeziras  c a m p .  T h e  15 th ,  tw o  (ettees and a brig  failed from 

P o in t  M a la ,  wit!) gabions, to the  weft .  O n e  v c de l  had failed 

thence  on the  l ^ h .  .T-kviVr/fnterials, we conjectured, were for fome 

ne w  w orks  iiYthe ne ighbourhood  ; but  w e  w ere  afterwards informed 

th a t  they  w^re taken  to M in o rc a ,  and were uled in (he approaches 

carr ied  on  agau!|ft St. P h i l i p ’s. T h e i r  firing was now  confined to 

th e  n ig h t ,  a n d , /u n le fs  we provoked th em ,  fcarccly ever exceeded 

th i r ty  r^jua^s^

T h e  Spanifh General  vifited the  L ines  on the  1 8 t h ;  bu t  a fire 

b reak ing  o u t  in his cam p ,  he  returned  immediately  on its appear 

ance. In  the  evening, th e  caiffons for the  Q ueen 's  battcrv being- 

carried up to W i l l i s ’s, and the fand - b a g s  b ro u g h t  from  Pocoroca 

c lay -p i t ,  th e  engineers at  dufk ,  w i th  a pa r ty  o f  th ree  h u n d r e d  and 

eighty  m en ,  began to rc-e llab li ih  the m e i l o n s j  and by the  m orn ing  

gun - f i re  o f  the  19th,  the  old fand-bags  were removed,  the  caiflons 

placed, and  filled w i th  clay, fand, and j u n k ,  and the  battery  made 

fit for the  reception o f  arti llery. T h e  G overno r  wa s  preient the 

w ho le  t ime, and cxpeffed the h igh  eft approba t ion  o f  the  di l igence  

and adtivity o f  the  party .  T h e  caillons were m ade  of  oak t imber,  

joined by l t ro n g  iron bolts.* W h i l f t  they were at w ork ,  the g u n 

boats  fired upon the  cam p ,  and were feeonded by the l .ind-batteries 

on  the  tow n  : a hundred  and th i r ty - tw o  rounds w e r e  returned on the 

boats ,  t n d  lixteen Ihells th ro w n  into  the  E n e m y ’s c a m p .  O ne  o f  the  

art i l lery  and one o f  the 73d  reg im en t  were wounded.
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T h e  morning of the 20th, the Enemy fired a dilute from the 
Lines, followed by a feu-de-joie from the army drawn up in two 

lines in front of their camp, concluding with a grand difcharge from 
their fhipping and fmall craft at Algeziras. T he troops in  garrifon 

changed quarters on the 21ft : the 39th and Hardenberg’s regiments 

relieved the j z d ,  and other dctr.chments hi King’s and Montague’s 

baftious, Waterport-cafemate, and Picquet-yard. T he 58th, 72d, 
and 73d regiments encamped; the 12th regiment remained on their 

ground j and the 56th, Redcn’s, and LVMetfcs-*, oe«upied the South 
barracks, and other quarters. T he Enemy, on tbe fame day, 

decamped from the ground north of Algeziras. Brigadier Rofs 
failed, on the night of the 22d, in a boat to FartfC in his route to 
England; and the following day, a privateer arrived in eight days 

from Mahon, with a packet. Two days afte rw ard^ajae^arrived  
from Portugal. T he patron informed us, that the army at that 

time before Gibraltar principally confifted of militia regiments, the 
regular troops having embarked for the W eft-Indies: he further faid, 

that the Spanifh fleet had failed from Cadiz on a cruife. Soon after 

this boat arrived, a large fleet, of upwards of feventy fail, appeared 

from the w eft: when abreaft of Europa, we difcovered amongft 

them a fhip of the line, two frigates, two cutters, a bomb-ketch, 
and feveral armed vellcls : they did not difplay any colours.*

O u r  camp was alarmed, on the 27th, with the report that the 
gun-boats were approaching. T he batteries were manned, and the 

regiments aflembled; but the Enemy not appearing, they returned 
to quarters. Thefignals for feeing the boats in future, were ordered 

to be a falfe fire, and two guns from the fhipping.

A u g u s t  was introduced b y  an attack from the gun-boats. They 
came upon us by furprife j for we had no fignal from our guard-boats.

Thi&,
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T his was afterwards accounted for, by the Enemy having taken 
a circle; by which means our’guard-boats, when they began to fire, 

were without, and the gun-boats between them and the Garrifon. 
Our fire in return was well ferved, and appeared to do fome exe
cution : twelve large (hells and fifteen (hot were likewife thrown into 
the camp from the Old rpole: feveral of the former burft juft as they 

fell, confequently promifed to do mifchief. Their landrbatteries 
feconded the fire from the fea, but we did not experience any cafualties. 
Tw o^ays afterwards, the other prame, called the Repulfe, mounting 
five twenty-Jix-pounders, was moored about mufket~(hot to the 
fouthward 0 / the Vanguard, and the fame diftance from our batteries.. 
Thefe veflelsNrere of fuch annoyance to their boats, that whilft 

they remained cu t, we never afterwards were fo much difturbed at 

the fouthwa r d /

T he  Artillery at W illis’s endeavoured, on the 4th, to fet fire to 
the canes and weeds in the gardens; but they were too full of fap 

to take fire. This attempt attra&ed a brifk cannonade for fome time 

from the Enemy. Early in the morning of the 6th, a (hell fell 
into a tent behind General La Motte’s quarters, at the fouthward, in 

which were two men of the 58th, afleep. They were not awakened 
by its fall; but a ferjeant in an adjacent tent heard it, and ran near 

forty yards to a place of fafety, when he recollc&ed the fituation of 
his friends. Thinking the (hell had fallen blind, he returned and 
awakened them : both immediately rofe, but continued by the place, 

debating on the narrow efcape they had had, when the (hell exploded, 
and forced them with greaf violence againft the garden-wall, but 
miraculoufly did no further mifchief than deflroying every thing in 

the tent.

ON the morning of the 7th, before the haze was quite difpelled 
in the G ut, a fignal for an enemy was made by the Spaniards at

Z  2 Cabrita
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Cabrita Point. As the fog difperfed, we difcovered, at a confider- 
able diftance, a veffel becalmed, bift rowing towards the Garrifon 
with the current. Fourteen gun-boats were then advancing from 
Algeziras to intercept her ; upon which Captain Curtis, of the 
Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles Knowles, with three barges, to 

endeavour to get along-fide, anjl receive any difpatches the velfel 
might have on board, whilft he attended the towing-out of the 

Vanguard and Repulie prames, to cover them, and prated  her. Sir 
Charles peHonally executed his orders, and returned with a packet 

for the Governor. The velfel by this time was abouv a league and 

a half from the Garrifon, and the head moft gun-boatiwithin fhot, 
advancing apparently with an intent to board : flow ing, however, 
at the diftance of a few hundred yards, .fhe pouredlin a difcharge of 

round and grape ftiot, and was immediately fecondeevby her conforts 
aftern. The velfel, which we now dilcovered to beV?Cing*s floop 
©f war, returned the falute with a broadfide, and mufquetry from her 

quarter-deck.; and a fpirited action commenced. Appearances at 
this juncture were fo greatly in favour of the Spaniards, that the Gar- 
rifon gave up the floop for loft. Becalmed a league from the Rock, 
and'fourteen gun-boats, each carrying a twenty-fix-pounder, full 
o f men, cannonading her on every fide with grape and round fliotj a 

xebeque alfo bearing down with a gentle breeze; were circumftances 
■which feemed to preclude the poffibility of efcape. After maintain

ing, however, a very warm, judicious, and well-ferved fire, often 
obliging the boats to retire, the wefterly breeze at laft reached her j 
and not long afterwards fhe was fafe under our guns. She proved to 
be the Helena floop of war, fourteen ftnall guns, Captain Roberts, in 
fourteen days from England. Herlofs during this adtion was much 
lefs than could have been poffibly imagined, when we confidered the 
Jfhowcrs of grape and round /hot that every inftant furrounded her : 

fhe had only one killed and two wounded j but her upper rigging and 
fails were much cut and injured. W e attributed the hull’s being

fcarcely.
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fcarcely touched, to the contraction of the gun-boats; for, being 

originally intended to annoy at a*diftance, their cannon could not be 
deprefled. T he Enemy however did ‘not efcape fo w ell: numbers 
were fcen to drop in the boats from the mufquetry of the floop, and 
feveral were towed off difabled ; which were very convincing proofs 

that their lofs was confiderable.

A s e t t e e  was taken on the 12th by the Enemy’s cruifers. The 

crew, excepting three Jew paffengers, efcaped to the Garrifon : they 

informed us thJt great preparations were making in the French and 
Spanifh ports for fome grand expedition : the objedt was however 

kept fecret j bub^pany at Minorca fufpedted St. Philip’s to be the 
place.

T h e  'i£ncihp% bombardment, if we may now call it by thai name, 

fcarcely exceeded, at this time, t h r e e  fhells in the twenty-four 
hours, which the foldiers (conjecturing that fome allufion might be 
intended, by that fuperftitious nation, to the facred Trinity) jocofely, 

though profanely termed, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoji. I t  is not 
indeed altogether improbable that the Spaniards might entertain 
fome bigoted refpedt for that myftical number, and, conlidering the 
Britifh in the light of heretics, might apprehend fome efficacy from 
it, in*the great work of converting the Garrifon to the Catholic fa ith :  
at leaft, it is difficult, on any more reafonable ground, to account 

for their exadtly continuing to fire neither more nor lefs, for fo con
fiderable a period.

T h e  mention of this circumftance brings to my recolledion 

another, of a ridiculous nature, which ferves to demonflrate the 

thoughtlefsnefs of tbe Englifh foldiers, who can jell in the hour 

of danger, and indulge their prejudices at the expence of what other 
nations, however differing in fentiment, generally agree to hold in a

degree
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degree of refped. It is firft to be remembered, that, according to 

the articles of capitulation by whifch the Garrifon was furrendered 
to Admiral Sir George Rook£, it was ftipulated that the Inhabitants 
fhould be tolerated in their religion : the old Spani(h church was 
therefore continued as a place of worfhip for thofe o f the Roman- 

Catholic perluafion, and, as i  ̂ ufual in Roman-Catholic churches, 

was decorated, amongft others, With figures, as large as life, o f our 

Saviour and the Virgin Mary.

A t  the commencement of the firing, when t ie  foldiers were 
engaged in a fucceflion of irregularities, a party of th#n  aflembled in 
the Spanifh church, to caroufe and be merry. Ityrfne midft of their 

jollity, the image of the Virgin Mary was obferved in the ruins by 

one of the party, who inftantly propofed, as a piet^e of fun, to place 

her Ladyfhip in the whirligig.* T he fcheme feemSEt to riieet with 

general approbation, till one, wifer than the reft, flopped them with 
a remark, that it would ill become them, as military men, and par
ticularly Englifhmen, to punifh any perfon without a trial. A court 
martial confequently fat, with mock ceremony; and her Ladyfhip 

was found guilty of drunkennefs, debauchery, and other high crimes; 
and condemned to the whirligig, whither fhe was immediately carried 

in proceflion. T he Governor (who, notwithftanding the firing, 
regularly attended the parade), at guard-mounting difcovered the 

poor Virgin in confinement; but exprefTed his di(approbation of 
the adion, and ordered her inftantly to be removed to the W hite 
Convent, where, by the bye, llie was by no means exempt from 
further infult and difgrace. I f  a bigoted Spaniard could have beheld, 
this tranfadion, he probably would have thought the Englifh worfe 

than heretics ; and would have concluded, that their impiety could 
not fail to attrad the fpecial vengeance of Heaven.

T h e

* A machine eredled at the bottom of the Grand parade, for the puniflimept of fcolding- 
women, or others guilty of trifling mifdemeanoun.
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T h e  night o f the 1 5th, the gun and mortar boats bombarded our 
camp ; their difpofition extending from off Little bay to the Old- 

mole head: their fire, as had been the’cuftom for fome time before, 
Vas fcconded by a brifk cannonade from the Lines, which was very 

judicioufly ferved. Many of their fhells burft in the air, over our 

fhipping j but the fhips continued iilent. Our artillery retaliated 

from the Old-mole head, and jm ail fhells were difcharged from the 
elevated guns, which feemed to anfwer very well. One o f the y2d 
regiment was killed; two of the artillery, and two of the 73d, with 
a boy, an inhabitant, were wounded. In this attack, a fhell fell 

amongft fome^aval ftores, in a ground-ward of the Naval Hofpital j 
and the moft drbidful confequences might have been expe&ed from 

this accident, if  i ie  fire had not been happily extinguifhed by the 

picquet, which in e  Governor had ordered, fome time before, to 
afiemble here 'fto  prevent, if  poffible, fuch cafualties. The other 
picquet, which mounted at the fouthward, was ftationed for the 
fame purpofe at the New mole.

A s c h o o n e r  arrived from Faro on the 17th, with fruit, onions,, 
and fait. Tn the evening, a flag of truce came from the Enemy, in 
anfwer to o#rs of the preceding day. T he day following, another 

boat arrived from F a ro : fhe brought a packet, with fome private 

letters from Lifbon, which intimated the probability of our receiving 
a vifit from the Combined fleet, then cruifing off Cadiz. At night 

ieverid guns;, were heard in the Gut, and a number of fignals made 

at the Point. T he fucceeding morning, His Majefty’s cutter the 
Kite arrived from England, jvith duplicates of the Helena’s dif
patches. In her paffage the engaged a French cutter of twenty guns, 
and h&d three men killed and fix wounded. The Enemy’s cruifers 

qndeavpured to intercept her, but were driven to leeward. A boat 
alfo arrived about the. fame time from Portugal.
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T h e  firing from the Garrifon now varied according as the Enemy’s 
parties prcfented themfelves : at this period they were bufy in 

r e p a i r i n g  Fort St. P h i l i p ,  and in fecuring their works againft the 

approaching rainy leafon. Our Engineers were repairing the-coirr^ 
inunications and batteries at Willis’s, &c. A foldier of the 73d 
deferted to the Enemy the 25till: he had been abfent from his corps 

five days, during which time he‘had concealed himfelf on the rock. 
Hunger probably preffing him, he determined to make a bold attempt 

to get o ff: accordingly fluffing a fand-bag with grafs, he came to 
Land port, and placing, unobferved, the bag upon tfye fpikes of the 
palil'adcs, jumped, unhurt, on the glacis; then rurthing over the 
Cauieway, he foon cleared Bay-fide barrier, anif, though many 
hundred rounds of mufquetry were fired from Landport and the 

Lines guards, he efcaped. H e was the fourth marfe loft jiv defertion 

in the courfe of fix weeks.

E a r l y  the 27th, four men, who had been impreffed from a 

privateer in the Bay, deferted from the Repulfe prame. The next 

morning we were vilited again by the gun and mortar boats ; but 

ihey fcarcely ftaid one third of their former time. W e returned nine 
/hot and fifty-eight fhells, which, from the fhrieks and^>iteous cries 
we heard, muft have done execution. W e annoyed them in camp 
from the Old mole, as ufual; and the artillery attempted to reach 
them from Willis’s, but in vain. In this attack a wounded matrofs 
was killed by a fhell in the Hofpital. T he circumftances attending 

this man’s cafe are fo melancholy and affecting, that I cannot pafs 
them over in lilence. Some time previous to this event, he had, 
been fo unlucky as to break his thigh : being a man of great fpirits, 

he ill brooked the confinement which his cafe demanded, and 
exerted himfelf to get abroad, that he might enjoy the benefit of 
the frefh air in the court of the Hofpital: unfortunately, in one of 

his playful moments, he fell, and was obliged to take to his bed
again.
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'■wpfax. 'M e was «i this fitaation, when a ihril firota themortar-bcuts 
fcU inip jhe ward, and rebounding lodged upon hit® • T he con- 
valefbents and fick, in the fame room,* inftantly fatna|*id?. upiftrepgth 
ix> crav^f out on hands and knees, whilft tbe fufe was burning; but 

this Wicetchod vittim was kept dow* by the weight of-the (hell, 
which after fome. fcconjls b u rft,/to o k  off both his legs; and 

fcorched him  in a dreadful mat-yner : but, what was ftill more 
horrid* he furvived the explofion, and was fenfible to the very 
moment that death relieved him from his mifery. His lait words 

•were expreffiv/6 of regret that he had not been kilted on the 
batteries.

T h e  Enemy's Attention to the blockade feemed now to be revived. 
T heir cruifers \* re  increafed, and- conftantly on the watch. T he 
force i tr l l ie ^ a y  at this time was -one ^ i p  o f  the line, a xebeque 
having a broad pendant* a frigate, and five xefoeques, with the gun 

and mortar boats, and fmall armed craft. T h e  arrangement of thefe 
veffels for the purpofe o f blockading the Garrifon, appeared to  be as 
follows. W hen the wind was -weft, two xeheques and four gun

boats anchored at Cabrita ffoinjt, crjiiiung a t night at the entrance 
o f  theBay ljpd in ihc Strait*: whj?n caftcjrly, the frigate/ xebeques, 
and four gui]Hb.oa,ts, cruifed fome /bfftwosn, Ceuta and Europa, and 
others in the G u t : one xebeque was generally obferved to lie-to off 
Europa Point, at the. entrance o f the Bay. Though this difpofition 
apparently obftru&ed all intercoutfe between the Garrifon and 

our friends h) Portugal and Minorca, yet opportunities fome times 
occurred wh^p boats flipped out unobserved, and returned with 
thejfame fuccpfs,

Thjb evening iof the 30th, the Enemy’s cannonade, which,exccjpt 
Vhet$ %hc. boats fired on ourcam p, feldom exceeded throe {hells in 

twipaty-^jtr bouts, was jwatty fmart for an hour <pr tW oj
A a occafioned
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occafioned by our firing on their working -parties^ Such ftarte 

of retaliation they were often provoked to, by our annoying their 

workmen in the batteries.

T h e  prames had been founckfo ufeful, that in the beginning ot 
September, the Navy began to lit up the fortune floop, in order to 

add her to their number. T he p j i ,  a flag of truee from the Enemy
brought over------ Pratts, an inhabitant of Gibraltar, who had been

taken by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, about twelve months 
before,, and w honv  as it was faid, the Enemy for tim e time had 
objected to exchange. By this man we were informed that the 

Duke de Crillon, with ten thoufand men, had landed at Minorca, 
and that it was reported he was to be joined by a French army 
from Toulon. The evening of the 7th, the Captain at W illis’s 
again endeavoured to  fist fire to the weeds, 6cc. in the gardens, 

which from their height afforded great cover to the Enemy’s 
advanced, fentries j and in executing thefe orders a brHk cannonade 
was returned by the Enemy, which continued till day-break. Our 
carcaffes and light balls frequently took effect} but the canes were 

too green to be burnt to any purpofe. In the courfe of this firing, 
feveral fhot from the Lines ranged as far as the South barracks and 
New mole. Great numbers of gabions were now obferved in the 

Enemy’s fafcine-park..

T h e  evening of the 12th, they fired a grand falute from their 

Lines and fhipping, and a feu-de-joie in camp. After the falute, 
they continued to cannonade from the Lines, though for fome days 
before they had only fired their myftical number in the twenty- 
four hours. W e imagined this falute to be on account o f the 
jDukc de Crillon’s having gained fome advantage a t Minorca. In  
the courfe of their firing, on the 15th, a eircunnftance happened, 
fimilar to one which occurred in May y and- both o f  them may be

confidered
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confidcred as extraprdinary. A (bell from the Lines fell upon the 
Rock, aboye the Red lands, and glanced off in a direction nearly at w m  
right angles with its range : it rolied*to the bottom of the Princefs 
g f W a fo ’s lines, burft on the platform of one of the thirty-two- 

pounders, and a fplinter cutting the »|Jron of the gun, fired it off : 
the £hot took away the railing at th^foo t of the glacis, and lodged 
in die line-wall near Ragged-ftaff./

W e obferved, on the i6 th , that the Enemy, during the preceding 

night, had thrown up three banks of fand in zig- zags, beginning at 

the centre of the fourth branch of approach, which feemed intended 
as a line of aire&ion for a new communication to the St. Carlos’s 

battery. In the Evening, the Governor ordered the artillery to direft 
a brifk fite on yus work, which was continued till day-break of 
the i j r t E n e m y  returned the fire reludantly, from a wifh, 

as we imagined, not to increafe ours. T he next morning, we 
obferved they had retained the land thrown up the preceding night 

with cafks ; and from the material* feen in the vicinity of the 
works, other additions feemed intended to be made. A t night, 

Crouchett’s howitzcr-battery and Montague’s baftion were opened, 
and, with W illis’s, &c. were kept conftantly going. About mid

night the gun-boats, attended by a bomb-ketch, as we conjeitured, 
came over, and, contrary to their former practice, dire&ed their 
fire towards W illis’s, the Lines, and north end of the Town. So 
determine^ were they to land their fhells, that one went over the 
rock, and many fell on the h ill; and, in attempting to imitate us, 
in burfting their fhells in the air, feveral difploded in their mortars*
They ftaid two hours and a half, and expended a hundred and thirty 
fhells and eigi||yijfeven fhot, and their land-ba«®ries were not fo 
(paring as tf& before. a ftnarl fire on both fea

and,land, and retaliated on their camp>„as ufual.
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A  s h e l l ,  during the above attack, fell in an embrafure oppofite 
the King’s-lines bomb-proof, killed'one of fhe 73d, and wounded 
another of the fame corps. T he cafe o f the latter was Angular, and 

will ferve to enforce the maxim, that even in the moft daugfrrou* 

cafes, we fhould never defpaif of a recovery whilft life remains. 

This unfortunate man was knocked down tby the wind of the fhell, 
which, inftantly burfting, killetN^iis companion, and mangled him 
in a moft dreadful manner. His head was terribly fradtured, his 

left arm broken in two places, one of his legs fluttered, the fkin and 
tnufcles torn off part of his right hand, the middle fipger broken to 
pieces, and bis whole body moft feverely bruifed, and marked with 

gunpowder. H e prefentcd fo horrid an objecft to the furgeons, 
that they had not the fmalleft hopes of faving his life, and were at 

a lofs what part to attend to firft. H e was that evW ng trepanned; 
a few days afterwards his leg was amputated, a n a ^ ^ e r 'w o u n d s  
and fra&ures drefTed. Being, poflefTed of a moft excellent confu
tation,. nature performed wonders in his favour, tfnd in eleven weeks- 
the cure was completely effefted. His name is Donald Rofs, and 

he now enjoys his Sovereign’s bounty in a penfkm of nine-pence a 
day for life. A non-commiffioned officer of artillery alfo loft his 
thigh on Montague’s baftion 1 and a private of the 12th regiment, 
both his legs : the latter died foon after the amputation was per
formed.

T h e  morning o f the 18th, a deferter from the Spanifh guards 
cam® ■*** fro® the St. Carlos’s battery. H e was purfued by four 
©C the  Enemy, but in vain. H e gave information of the Enemy’s 
intention to ete&  fome new batteries.: About ten' o'clock ih the 
evening^ a fhell from the Lines fell into a houfe oppofite the King’s 
baftidn, where the Town-M ajor, Captain Burke, with Majors 

Mcrcier and Vignoles, of the 39th regiment, were fitting. The 
fhell took off Major Burke’s thigh ; afterw ar# fell through the

floor
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floor into the ce llar: there it burft, and forced the flooring, with 1781, 
the unfortunate Major, ta  the deling. W hen afliftance came, they 

found Major Burke almoft buried arribngft the ruins o f the room.
'■He wa/inftantly  conveyed to the Hofpital, where he died foon after 

the wounded part was amputated, ilmich lamented by his friends 
as an amiable and worthy member i f  fociety, and by the Governor 

as an indefatigable officeP. Majo^f Mercier and Vignolee Jiad time 
to efcape before the {hell burft : they were nevertheless {lightly 

wounded by the fplinters j as were a ferjeant of the 39th, and his 
daughter, who were in the cellar underneath when the {hell entered.

T his houfe had efcaped almoft untouched during the warmeft 
period of the bombardment, till this unfortunate {hell fell in, which 

deprived the Gar/ifon of this adtive and valuable officer.

THB'Enet^y did not increafe their works the fudceeding day, 
but debouched the fourth branch o f the approach about the centre.
In the evening, the Helena and Kite, with a privateer, left the 
Bay for England, and a fchooner for Portugal. Lieut. Lowe, o f  
the 12th, who had loft his leg, and the invalids, went home in the 
former. Om^ firing was increafed at night by the Catalan batteries * 

and Crouchett’s was ftill kept open. T he 20th, Captain Fowlis, o f 
the 73d, was appointed Town-M ajor.

O ur working parties were employed by the engineers, on the 
2 if t, in repairing Princefs Caroline’s battery, a t W illis’s, which, 

owing to the Spirited behavionr and example of the officers, was 

cleared, the caiflons placed, filled, and the battery completed before 
night, under a moft heavy fire from the Enemy. When the work 
was finifheil* the party defired to give three cheers: but they were 

over-ruled fey the Captain o f artillery, who recommended to M ute 
th<i Enefoy with three rotittdS from each gun : which was itorne- 
diately put rn exCQjitionr T he party had not a man materially hurt

during
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during tke warm cannonade; but, in returning to be difmiiTed, a 

■♦SSL fcrjcaat of La Mortens, who had braved the dangers of tbe day, was 
killed by a random-fhot befow the artillery-guard. Our firing 
continued with great vivacity on the 22d, particularly wft^fm ^U' 
/hells from the Royal battei% Willis’s, and Montague’s baftion t 
thefe were kept going in the da|i; and at night thefe batteries, w ith 
the Catalans, Crouchett’s, andN^batteries this entrance o f the 
1/ines, were in adion. T he Enemy in return were not fparing of 
ammunition : in the preceding twenty-four hours they fired feven 

hundred and feventy-five foot, and fifty-feven (hells. T he Garrifon 
difcharged feven hundred and feventy-three rounds o f  different 

fpecies.

T h e  Enemy’s new works were ereded witlv ca(ks, covered 
and retained by fafcines, with fand in the front. - .'JTbtmt two 
hundred men appeared to be employed in the day j but they were 
often compelled to retire, our ordnance was fo well ferved and 
direded. T he gun-boats, on the morning of the 24th, vifited us as 
u fual; and it was thought that a bomb-ketch again attended them. 
They pointed their fire principally towards the Vidualling-office, 
in town, and W illis’s : fome (hells fell in the New mole, but few 
afhore at the (buthward. W e returned their fire, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp.

E a r l y  in the morning of the 25 th, the fafcine-cftpping of the 
merl6ns ,of Fort Barbara took fire from the Enemy’s guns, and 
burnt extremely fierce. The officer at Willis’s immediately direded 
a briflt fire on the Fast* which the Gowernor afterwards increafcd* 
by opening the Grand battery. The firing however from the 
latter did not anfwer fo well as was expedcd j pwing perhaps tc 
the unevennefs of the 'platforms, which are of' ftone, and much 
worn: jaeverthelcfs, the Enemy were obliged to evacuate the Fort,

withoui
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without exfiinguifhing die fire. A t day-break we few only five 
fafcine-merlons ftanding: the t>ther feven were all deftroyed, with? 

fome gun-carriages, traverfes on the rampart, and fafeine-work 
'4j0ujjbfi/flitch* W c imagined that this  ̂ accident would render the 
Fort ufelefs for fome time j but tb $  convinced us that our con- 
clufions were premature, by firing, probably out of bravado, a few 
(hot in the courfe of the day j vyfiich killed one of the 58th, and 
wounded another. In the morning, about feven, the Flyrng-fifli 
cutter, of twenty guns, arrived with ordnance-ftores and intrenching 

tools: fhe informed us that Government had engaged twenty cutters,, 
of her force, for the fame purpofe. A xebeque and four gun-boats 
oppofed her palTage, but in vain.

T h e  26th, Lieut. Clarke, o f the 56th, died of a decline. In 
the courfe of the day, the Enemy began to  clear Fort Barbara, 
and in the evening to lay fafcines (a great number of which were 
in the neighbourhood of the Font), towards repairing it. Our fire 

continued to be well directed, and confiderably annoyed them. T he 
27th, a man was difcovered near Catalan bay, by the guard at 
Middle-hill. A party of the Navy immediately went round, and 
took him  up. H e proved to be a deferter from the 7,2d regim ent* 

but die wretch was fo famiihed with hunger, and fo bruifed in 
getting down the rock, that his life was defpaired of. T he 28thi 
the Enemy capped two merlons o f Fort Barbara. Their parties 
were very diligent in making gabions and fafcines : the former we 
imagined were removed, as they were finished, to the Lines and
advanced works, as wc had obferved feveral behind the fourth

■. *
and fifth branches o f the approach. This circumilance, with their 
unufual adfcivity eoropleting others, confirmed our late intelli
gence, tibat they intended additional batteries near the St. Carlos’s.

T^fitipgffoiir*he. Garrifonflow exceeded feven hundred toiinds 
inthe twenty-four hours; and the Enemy frequently returned

eight
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eight hundred, and fometimes m a tt. Our cafuals coirfequontly 

began again to be pretty frequent, amongft our parties, which, irt 
a great meafure, was owing *to the want of prudence in the men, 

who were become fo habituated to tbe Enemy's fire, 
to regard their fhot j and i n " ^ t ,  if a fhell were at their feet, it was 
almolt necefiary for the officers to caution thena to avoid its effedts. 
It was really wonderful to belaid  with what undaunted coolnefs 
they perilited in their feveral occupations, though expofed to the 
Enemy’6 whole artillery: indeed the generality appeared totally 
callous to every fenfe of danger.

Both  fides continued indefatigable in their operations. The 
Enemy finished two or three merlons in Fort-( Barbara, ereded 
traverfes near the Tower, in the rear of the new. communication, 

and were continually bringing large quantities of fafcineft, &c. to 
the Lines. On the other hand, our engineers caiiibned the terrace- 

battcrics, replaced the fand-bags before the merlons of the Queen’s 

battery, and had parties daily employed in repairs. T he 30th, a 
ioldier of the 72d lofib his legs by a {hot from Fort Barbara, from 
which they continued occafionally to fire. He bore amputation 

w ith prodigious firmnefs, but died foon after, through the lofs of 
l)Jood, previous to his being brought to the Hofpital. Thris fad  

being reprefented to the Governor, the feijeants of the different 
regiments were ordered to attend the Hofpital, to be taught by 

the fargeons how to apply the tourniquets j which was afterwards 
pfodudivr of very beneficial confequences. Tourniquets were 
alfo diftributed to the different guards, to be at hand in cafe of 
ncceffity.

T he Enemy, for feveral days, had made very little addition to the 
new communication, and the third return appeared ft ill unfiniflied. 
A  party of tbe Enemy was however difcovered from W illis’s, on the 

evening of the 1 ft of Odober, working to the weft of the St. Carlos

battery;
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battery: and they perfifting in their labour* our fire was increafed 
from the batteries below; which brought on a warm return. At 
day-break wc obferved, at the extremity of the new approach, a large 

egaulgptnt, of forty-five gabions long, two in height, and four 
or hve in breadth. On the top were fnveral layers of fand-bags, and 
fand was banked up to prolcdt it in front. I t was fituated within 

the weftern place d'armes o f the St. Carlos’s battery, towards the 
beach, in a direction forming a very obtufe angk with the front 

of tbe above battery. Our engineers immediately agreed that this 
epaulement was intended for m ortars; which induced the Governor, 

in the courfe of the 2d, to order two embralures (mafked at the 
Old-mole head, to cover the mortars which we ufually fired into 
their camp) to be opened, and two howitzers to be kept in adtion 
from thence. At night, our firing at intervals was fo aitoftifhingly 
brifk, that the whole north front, from the Rock-gun to the 
Mole-head, was obfeured in fmoke. This fire was continued, with 

little intermffion, till day-break j and though the Enemy did not 

return it warmly, they made up for their filence the fucceeding day. 
During the twenty-four hours they difcharged twelve hundred 
and fixty-three rounds, and the preceding day, one thoufand nine 

hundred and forty-eight j which to us was a proof that they were 
confiderably galled by our fitc.

W e  had obferved, for fome weeks, a party of the Enemy ere&ing 
a  building upon an eminence, near the Stone quarry, under the 
Qifeen of Spain’s chair, which at length turned out to be a lignal- 
,tow er; but no ufe was made of it till the beginning of this month, 

when we difcovered that it vtas intended to give information to  their 

batteries in the lines, when our working-parties were going up the 
hill. On their marching up, the morning of the 3d, a fignal was 
mad? from the tower, and their batteries immediately increafed their 
ik e  pa the heights: on their return in the evening, the fignal was

B b repeated*

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  iSs



>78>.
■ Otk. 

v v y

repeated. This pradlice they continued for fome time. A t night, 

the body of a foldicr of the 12th regiment, who attempted tofw im  
to the Enemy from Water part, was difcovered floating near the 

Repulfe prame. The failors on the watch, imagining fof^e large - 

filh had got foul of their caBte, darted a harpoon into the body, but 
foon found out their miftake. Thefucceeding morning, we obferved 
that the Enemy had thrown up,a cover, from the eaftern fhoulder 

of the new battery, to the weftern magazine of the St. Carlos’s : 

they alfo raifed a fhoulder on the weftern extremity, and created fivo 

traverfes in the rear.

O ur firing, on the 4th, was ordered to be diminifhed; only 
Montague’s and the H ill batteries were kept going: few (hot were 
now ufed, as the Enemy feemed to pay little attention to them j and we 
had ocular proofs daily of the annoyance from the fmall (hells, which 

immediately made them defift, and get under cover. T he fame day a 

mutiny was difcovered on board His Majefty’s cutter the Speedwell, 
Lieut. Gibfon j and four of the ringleaders were feized and confined. 
T he plan of this confpiracy was, to murder the officers of the watch, 
cut the cable, and run away with the vefiel to Algeziras, where they 
computed Ibe would fell for a handfome fum, which was to be 
equally divided amongft the people interefted, who were then to 
depart for England. Near half the crcw were concerned > and the 
fame evening, if the wind continued favourable, the fcheme was to 
have been put in execution. Happily one of the party (I believe-, 
a Spanith deferter) confefled in time to render the whole abortive. 
I t  was fomewhat Angular, that M r. Gibfon had been fo unfortunate, 

when in England, as to have the cutter he then commanded run 
away with by the c rew ,. into a French-port, whilft he and his officers 
were afhore.
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T he Enemy, on the night o f the 4th, threw up a line of cafks 
and fand, extending upwards of fixty feet in a parallel line to the 
front of St. Carlos’s. Some additfons were alfo made to the 

2W-w_ Jsfl£tery. T he raifing of the former work induccd many to 
believe, that they were come at laft to the determination of befieging 
the Garrifon in form ; and that this, with other works to be eredted, 

would be the firft parallel of attack. I t  was a lucky circumftance, 
in fome refpe&s, to have an enemy fo tardy in their operations. 

Our troops were now accuftomed, by fix months bombardment, 
to the difcharge and effedt of heavy artillery: their firing had 
pointed out our weak places, which the Governor and engineers 
had been indefatigable in ftrengthening, fo that the Garrifon was now 
really in a better ftate of defence than at the commencement of the 
bombardment. In the nights of the 5th and 6th, the parallel, as 
vve called the line to the eaft, was extended about a hundred feet, and 
the new mortar-battery raifed with fafcines. Small traverfes were 
alfo made in the rear of the new approach from the fourth branch.

T h e  gun and mortar boats had now been abfent fome time; 

probably owing to the repairs which the mortar-boats necefl'arily 
demanded. On the evening o f the 7th, they however renewed 
their vifit, much earlier than was cuftomary, and ftaid upwards of 
two hours. Their fhot feemed all diredted at our prames, whilft 
their fhells, the fufes of which were remarkably dark, were thrown 
afhore. They fired about three hundred fhot, and twenty-three 

fhells, killed one of the 73d, and wounded two of the 12th. We 
returned forty-three fhot, fixteen grape, and two hundred and 
fcventy-nine fhells. The 8th, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar-battery i and from the pickets marked for the plat
forms, we concluded it would mount eight mortars. In the 

afternoon, a fhell fell into a houfe in town, in which Erifign

B b 2 Stephens,
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Stephens, of the 39th, was fitting : Imagining him felf'not fafe 

where he was, he quitted the room to get to a more fecure 
placc; but juft as be pafled tUe door, the fhell burft, and a fplinter 
mortally wounded him in the reins, and another took'SfiLJ*?* 
leg. He was conveyed to the Hofpital, and had fuffered am pa- 
tition before the furgeons difcovered the mortal wound in his 

body. He died about feven o’clock, much regretted as a promifing 

young officer.

T h e  Enemy’s parties appearing numerous within the new works* 

our firing from the Garrifon was increafed on the 11 th, and was 
as brifkly returned. T he Governor however ordered the artillery 

to be lefs profufe in future, unlefs fome cafualty demanded an 
additional fire ; for their lofs, he was of opinion, bore no pro
portion to our expenditure. Our fmall fhells were alfo deereafing 

very faft and the Enemy appeared too well covered with traverfes 

in the new works, to be much annoyed by them. T he  fuccceding 
day our fire fcarcely exceeded a hundred rounds j and the Enemy’s 
was equally diminifhed.

T h e i r  naval force before Gibraltar at this time was rather infig- 
niiicant, though perfectly fufficient for the blockade. Moft of their 
xebeques had left the ftation, as we imagined, to block up M ahon; 
and only one line-of-battk fhip, one frigate, one xebeque, and two 
bomb-ketches,. with the fmall craft and gun-boats, remained in the 
Bay. T he 13th, the Governor ordered our lower batteries to be 
filent, in order to prove whether theljnem y could be diverted from 
firing on the Tow n, as their batteries, contrary to the ufual practice 
of befiegers, feemed to be guided in a greaf meafurc by ours j 
and the manoeuvre had the defired effed. Their parties were now 

employed chiefly in finishing the interior part of the new mortar- 
battery.

T h *
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T h e  Garrifon, on the 15th, fired only forty rounds j and the 

Enemy did not exceed double the number. The night of the 18th, 
they were heard hard at work j but this circumftance produced no 

fire from us, as our artillery had been limited to a certain 
quantity fince the Governor ordered the firing to decreafe. The 
fubfequent morning we obferved they had erected a battery, of fix 
embralures, joining the fecond branch of the new communication, 
and bearing on Waterport and the Town, about twelve hundred 
yards from the Grand battery : only four merlons appeared finifhed : 

the other three were in a rude ftate, with a number of fafcines, 
pickets, and planks lying about the work, and at the debouchure o f  
the fourth branch. T he Governor, in the morning of the 19th, 
ordered a warm fire on the new battery, which the Enemy inftantly 

returned. One of our carcaffes fct fire to the firft branch of the 
new approach, "and it burnt for fome time. T he following morn

ing we found they had removed the fand to extinguish the fire, and 
dilplaced many of the fafcines, which, with other materials, were 

lying in a confuted manner in the vicinity of the breach.

T h e  night of the 20th, we were vifited by the gun-boats ; but 
their ftay was much fhorter than ufual, owing to the fpringing-up of 

a brifk eafterly w ind: one of their fhells flightly wounded Affiftant- 
engineer Evans. This attack we imagined was intended to engage 
our attention from the land fide, where the Enemy were heard 
bufily at w ork : it had not however that effedt, as our batteries 
directed an additional fire, and continued it the whole night. At 

day-break we found they had repaired the breach made by the fire, 
and ftrengthened the merlons of their gun-battery with gabions and 
knd  heaped up in front.
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T he  fituation of this battery afforded a more ferious appearance 

than M y  operations yet undertaken by the Enemy. Colonel Tovey,
the



.the Commandant of artillery, therefore recommended to the Gover

nor to open upon it, without lofs’ of time, from fuch heavy guns 

and howitzers as might be foon brought to bear upon it j aflifted, 
a t the fame time, with fome thirteen-inch (hells, and a fvfcx&Utot 

ihot from an eighteen-pounder or two. T he following morning the 
Enemy had almoft completed the battery the Governor was there
fore induced to comply with the reprefentation of Colonel Tovey, 
and ordered the upper batteries, &c. to be opened on the Enemy’s 

.works, and to continue to fire from his direction. About four 

o ’clock in the afternoon of the 22d, (a captain and two fubalterns, 
with the artillery picquet, manning the lower batteries) the firing 

commenced, and was continued with unremitting fpirit and regularity 
the remainder of the evening and night. T he Enemy, in return, 

.difcharged repeated vollies from their lines; but to little purpofe. 
Our artillery foon drove them from the battery, which frequently 
was fet on fire by the carcaffes, but extinguifhed. On the morning 

of the 23d we had the mortification to find, that, notwithftanding 
the heavy fire kept upon it in the night, five o f the embrafures were 
mafked with fand-bags, to enable the whole better to refift the effed 
of our fhells. T he work was neverthelefs confiderably damaged, 
though not in a degree equal to our expence in ammunition. The 

firing at noon was therefore ordered to ceafe, as we had expended 
fifteen hundred and ninety-fix (hot, five hundred and thirty fhells,
(moft of a heavy nature), ten carcaffes, and two light balls.------ It
muft appear almoft incredible, that a battery at fuch a diftarrce fhould 
be able to refift fuch heavy ordnance, without being levelled to the 
ground i  but indeed few works were ever ereded fo ftrong and com- 
pad . T he St. Carlos’s battery was filent the whole tim e; and from 
the lines they returned a thouland aad twelve fbot, and three hundred 
.and two fhells. Our lofs was not very great; but on the Enemy’s 

fide, many were obferved to fall, and feveral to be carried into the 
Aines; their gallantry, we may therefore imagine, coft them dear.

T h e
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T h e  fuccecding night they repaired the damage done by our fire, 
and erected two traverfes in the rear of the gun-battery: it is pro-* 
bable they were working alfo on the platforms: and during the two 

following nights they ftrengthened it with other additions. The 
25th the Enemy’s fire was rather fingular. In the afternoon, about 
nine, their batteries, for near an hour and a half, difcharged repeated 
falvos from both cannon and mortarS not directing their fire to any 
particular objed-, but fcattering their fhot in every direction towards 
the Garrifon, and burfting the (hells principally in the air. Ir» 
the afternoon, about three, this mode of firing was repeated, and 
continued nearly the fame time. The 26th, Lieut. Vicars, of the 
56th, was flightly wounded in the Lines.

T h e  night of the 29th, a brifk cannonade was heard towards the 

weft j and foon after, by the moon, we difcovered a cutter engaging 
a frigate, a xebeque, and feveral gun-boats. The cutter anfwered a 
fignal made by the Brilliant at the commencement of the a£tton, 
by which we knew her to be a friend. After the engagement had 

continued very warm for a confiderable time, the firing ceafed, and 
fhe was obliged to fubmit to fo fuperior a force. T he fucceeding 
night, the Unicorn cutter arrived, and four boats from Faro : the 
former informed us, that fhe parted company with feveral cutters 

bound for Gibraltar. The fruit, &c. brought in the Portuguefe boats, 
•was immediately purchafcd by the Governor, for the ufe of the fiek 
in the Hofpitals : and fome of the crew were confined, being fufptfted 
to come as fpies. The 31ft, the Enemy’s Engineers were obferved 
placing pickets to the weft ward of the fix-gun battery; apparently 

with a view of extending that Work. Since our laft attack upon it* 

the firing on both fides was much diminifhed. In the courfe o f the 

month, three men deferted from the Garrifon.
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T h e  night of the 2d of November, the fignal was made for the 

approach of the Enemy’s gun and* mortar boats, which for fome 
time had not paid us the regular vifits they formerly did ; owing, as 
I  have remarked before, to the repairs which the boats muft 
necefliirily demand: but the Vanguard and Repuill* prames firing 

'feveral (hot, they retired. T he 3d, the Fortune prame, mounting 
five twenty-fix-pounders, wag towed out, and moored to^the 
fouthward of the Vanguard. T he next day, about fcven in the 
evening, thirteen gun and fix mortar boats fired brifkly upon the 
Garrifon, feconded by the L ines: they ftaid near an hour and a half, 
and threw a vaft number of {hells j but few were directed towards 
our camp. Lieut. John Frazer, of the 73d, had his leg (hot off on 
Montague’s baftion j and Lieut. Edgar, of the 56th, was wounded 

with fplinters of ft ones. T w o  o f the 58th and 73 d were likewil'e 
wounded. T he Enemy continued, on the 6 th  and 7th, to make 
fome few alterations, and colled; fafcines, gabions, and other rnate- 
jrials at their lines, and various parts of the approaches. T he paral
le l they alfo {strengthened; but the fix-gun hattery ft ill remained 
smaiked with fand-bags.

A s  it appeared of greater confequence, at this period, to annoy 
the Enemy from the Queen's battery at the Old-mole head, which 

formed an excellent crofs-fire with the other batteries, than to fire into 
their* cam p; the mortars ufed for the latter purpofe were removed, 
And the malked embrafures at the extremity, with two others adjoin
ing , were ordered to be opened, and fo altered as to admit of four 
howitzers hearing on the new battery. During the night of the n  th , 

th e  Enemy ereded an additional battery o f fix embrafures, weft ward 

o f  the other, where the pickets were obferved at the clofe of laft 
month. This work was retired a few yards, but joined the extre
mity of the {houlder of the old battery, and extended almoft in 
th e  fame diredion towards the beach. I t  appeared very ftrong,

and
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and feemed to be intended again ft the Old-mole head, and W ater- 
port.

D u ri ng  the night of  the 12th, many fignals were made in the 

G ut and along the Coaft. In the morning we obferved a cutter 

ftanding for the B ay: a .xebeque and three gun-boats attempted to 
intercept her, but flie got in without firing a gun. She was called 

the Phoenix, and was laden, on government account, with ordnance 
ftores. Col. Rofs, who had left the Garrifon fome months before, 
was a paffenger, and returned to take the command of his regi

ment, the 72d, or Royal Manchefter Volunteers. T he Lieutenant 

who commanded the cutter, informed us that he parted company 
with two others, deftined for the Garrifon, on the n t h ;  at which 
time one of them was engaged with two of the Enemy’s cruifers. 
In the afternoon fome fignals were made at Algeziras.; and a 
cutter was obferved ftanding in for the Bay, chafed by a frigate; 

whence we confequently concluded it muft be one of the two men
tioned by the Phoenix. At this time feveral gun-boats were cruifing 
off Cabrita Point and at the entrance of the Bay, waiting to intercept 
her. In the Straits the wind was W . but N . W . in the Bay, and 
not very ftrong. About fix in the evening fhe came up with the 
gun-boats, and an armed xebeque: a fmart engagement immediately 
commenced. W hilft (lie was retarded by thefe, a fecond divifion of 
gun-boats from Algeziras cut her off from the Garrifon; and the 
frigate corning up, after a moft vigorous and refolute refiitar.ee, 
fhe ftruck. W hen (he firft appeared, fix barges were ordered from 
our frigates to affift her, and a fignal was hoifted on board the Bril
liant, which fhe anfwered. The boats rowed out a confiderable way, 
and, the evening being dark, found themfelves amongft the Enemy’s 
gun-boats, from whom, with fome difficulty, they extricated them
felves. T he fubfequent morning we had the mortification to fee the

C c cutter
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cutter towed into Algeziras by five gun-boats, with colours flying, 

and other marks of exultation and triumph.

T h e  Enemy about this time adopted the mode of cutting the 

fufes of their (hells, fo that moft of them which were fired for a 
long range burft in the air. They continued their practice of 
making fignals at the tower above the Quarry, whenever our parties 

were affembled, or appeared at work : and the fhot were in general 
better dire died than before; but their effedts againft the works were 
confiderably weakened by pieces of junk hung over the merlons of 
the batteries. Our workmen were chiefly employed at W illis’s, in 
repairing the Tower-battery, &c. and at the Old mole. Other 
detachments were alfo engaged in various duties on the north front. 
T he night of the 15th, the Enemy lengthened the parallel confi
derably, and, the fucceeding night, made further additions. In the 

forenoon of the 16th, a long-ranged fhell, from the St. Carlos’s 

battery, burft in the air over Hardy town, and a fplinter of it flew 

into the fea, beyond Buena-Vifta, a diftance of more than three 
miles. Another fhell fell, in the courfe of the morning, at the 
foot of a wine-houfe, fouth of the barracks; and feveral burft high 
in the air over South fhed. W e attributed thefe uncommon long 
ranges to the force of the wind, which, blowing in the fame 

direftion in which the fhells were thrown, undoubtedly increafed 
their velocity. M r. Tinling, afliftant engineer, was wounded the 
fame day at Willis's. A boat arrived on the r8th from Faro: the 
crew were feparately examined, before they were permitted the 

liberty of the Garrifon. T he patrqn of this boat informed us, 
that feven cutters, deftined for Gibraltar, had been taken by the 

Spaniards.

T w o deferters came in, about feven in the evening of the 20th 1 
one a corporal, the other a private in the Walon guards. The

former
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former appeared to be very intelligent, and informed us of many 
circumftances with which we.were not before acquainted. The 

new mortar-battery, he faid, was called St. Pafchal’s ; and cor
roborated our intelligence, that it mounted two mortars and fix 
elevated guns. The two fix-gun batteries were named St. M artin’s. 

H e further acquainted us, that the camp was principally compofed 
of militia regiments : that the memwere much diflatisfied with their 
fituation, and greatly haraffed in raifing the additional batteries: 
that they had fuffered lately very fevere lolTes from our fire; parti
cularly inftancing the 2zd  and 23d of the preceding month, when 
feven officers and eighty men were killed and wounded. One of 

the latter was an engineer of rank, who died three days afterwards. 
W e had remarked, in the courfe of the above firing, an officer to be 
particularly adtive, which we now found to be this engineer : he 
braved, for a confiderable time, the dangers of the day, but at 

length fell, and was carried off. This deferter gave the Governor 
further information, refpedting the ftrength and arrangement of their* 
guards; and the next morning was conducted to W illis’s, where he 
defcribed to him various parts of the Enemy’s works and camp. It 
had always been cuftomary for the Governor to detain the deferters 
at the Convent a few days, till he was fufliciently informed of every 
particular j but thefe he immured fo clofe, that, excepting fome 
general information, the -Garrifon had an opportunity of learning 

but few circumftances, till an event took place, which will pre

fen tly be related.

T he firing from both fides varied as objedts offered. Many of 
the Enemy’s (hells ranged as'far as the South barracks; and others, 
agreeably to their newly-adopted plan, burft in the air. T he 

morning of the 22d, a foldier of the 58th regiment, who had been 
miffing feveral days, was feen to go into Fort Barbara, from behind 
the Rock. T he following day the Enemy mounted guns in the

C c 2 St.
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St. M artin’s battery; and a party was employed in completing the 
fix eaftern embralures, which were now unmafked. W e kept upon 
them our ufual fire of fmall* fhells from W illis’s and the upper 
batteries; but the lower ordnance were filent. In the courfe o f the 

day the Governor reconnoitred the Enemy’s w orks; and it was 
reported that all the batteries were to be again opened upon them, 
as foon as the four embrafures for the howitzers, at the Old-mole 
head, were completed.

T he night of the 23d, the befiegers added to the parallel a return
of cafk-work to the weft : it appeared very flight and trifling. T he

two fucceeding days, their parties were very adtive in finifhing the
batteries, which, on the 26th, exhibited a perfedl and formidable

appearance. T his was the crifis which the Governor confidered as
proper to fruflrate all their views, by deftroying thefe ftupendous
works, the conftru&ion of which had coft them fuch immenfe labour

and expence. By the deferters who came in on the 20th inftant,
he was acquainted with the inadtivity which prevailed throughout
the Enemy’s camp, and with the ftrength o f their advanced guards.
Lulled into fecurity by their fuperiority of force, they never fufpedted

the Garrifon capable of attempting fo bold and hazardous a coup-de-
main. The Governor, however, fecretly conceived this important
defign, and never imparted his intention fill the evening in which it 
was put in execution.

T he gates were no fooner fhut, after firft gun-firing, on the 
evening of the 26th, than he ordered a confiderable detachment 
to affemble on the Red fands at midnight, with devils, fire-faggots, 
and working implements, to make a fortie on the Enemy’s bat- 

teries. T he General, I* ield, and other officers to be employed on 
this fervice, were convened in the interim, and the difpofition of 

attack communicated: but, left fome matters might have efcaped

him
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him in the multiplicity o f arrangements, the Governor defired every 

perfon to propofe, without reftraint, whatever would, in his or 

their opinion, further promote the fuccefs of the enterprife. The 
following are the heads of the orders llfued on this occafion.

“  E V E N I N G  G A R R I S O N - O R D E R S .

“  Gibraltar, Nov. z 6;, 1781.

** Counterfign, S t e a d y .

“  A l l  the grenadiers and light infantry of the Garrifon, and all 
“  the men of the 12th and Hardenberg’s regiments, officers, and 
** non-commiffioned officers now on duty, to be immediately 
*' relieved, and join their regim ents: to form a detachment,

** confiding of the 12th and Hardenberg’s regiments complete, 
"  the grenadiers and light infantry of all the other regiments 

** (which are to be completed to their full eftablifliment from 

“  the battalion companies) j one captain, three lieutenants, ten 

“  non-commiffioned officers, and a hundred artillery j and three 
“  engineers, feven officers, and twelve non-commiffioned officers 

“  overfeers; with a hundred and fixfy workmen from the Line, 
“  and forty workmen from the artificer company. Each man to 
** have thirty-lix rounds of ammunition, with a good flint in his 

piece, and another in his pocket. N o drums to go out, except- 

** ing two with each of the regiments. No volunteers will be 
allowed. T he whole to be commanded by Brigadier General 

“  R ofs; and to aflemble on the Red fands at twelve o’clock this 
“ night, to make a Sortie upon the Enemy’s batteries. T he 39th. 
“  and 58th regiments to parade at the fame hour on the Grand 

parade, under the command of Brigadier General Pi&on, to  
“  fuftain the fortie if  neceflary.”
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T h e s e  were the principal orders for forming the detachment. 

A t midnight the whole were affembled; and being joined by a 
hundred failors, commanded' by Lieuts. Muckle and Campbell, 

the detachment was divided into three columns, agreeably to the
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following difpofition.

L e f t  C o l u m n ,

Lieut. Col. Trigge.

R.
O . S .D .&

F.
7 id  Grenadiers 4 5 o 101
7 id L t .  Infantry 4 5 o 101
SaiIor«,withan 7 oo

Engineer J J 3

Artillery - - 1 4 o 35
12th Regiment 26 28 * 430
3 8 th Lt.Infantry 3 3 0  57

41 48 2 824

C s n t k e Column,

Lieut.Col.Dachenhaufen, and 
Major Maxwell.

The Referve.

O. S. & 
F.

39th Grenadiers 3 3 57
39th Lt. Infantry 3 3 57
73d Grenadiers 4 5 101

73d Lt. Infantry 4 5 101
Engin'with Workmen 6 14 150 
Artillery - - 2 4 40

56th Grenadiers 3 3  57

58th Grenadiers 3 3 57

28 40 6zo

R i g h t  C o l u m n ,  

Lieut. Col. Hugo.

R.
O. S. D. & 

F.
Reden’sGrena-7 „ _ „ 

diers J* 7 0 7 l

La Motte’s \
Grenadiers j  3 7 7

Engr with Workmen 4 6 O JO

Artillery - -  1 2 o 25

56th Lt.Infantry 3 3 0  57

30 59 2 570

I n  the total of the columns, Brigadier Rofs, with feveral officers 
who accompanied him as Aide-de-camps, are not included.

.= & U4, tS

.2 S 5  „

<0 r j  « S i i ' i s  r  fe ' g 
" S . c - a  g S 3  § s  § « S a 5
J  8-1 8. |  J? H4.2, S & S .3 |  ^
0 .5 “  « ,S B J  J  2 5
0 ^ 2 6  W U  <  U m  2  to P  d

f  Exclufive of tbe
Total out with the Sortie 1 3 3 26 60 14 o 3 0 0  2 147 5 19i4< Sailors from the

t  Frigate*.
Sick in Hofpital 0 0 0 1  1 1 0 0 0 0 0  28 6 557

Remaining in Garrifon 5 5 5 4 $  71 31 3 7 8 9 14 166 181 2531

Total ftrength of the 7  r  »r . 1 a l
Garrifon before the >6 8 8 72 132 46 3 10 8 9 16 441 191 cooaJ Iotalltrength.
Sortie j  y ^  i  |  S 9 p .
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T he detachment being formed in three lines, the right column in 1781, 
the rear, and the left in the front, tools for demolifhing the works 

were delivered to the workmen, and tlie following directions for their 

deftination communicated to the principal officers.

** T h e  right column to lead and march through Forbes’s barrier,

** for the extremity o f the parallel; keeping the eaftern fences of 

“  the gardens clofe on their left. T he centre immediately to fol- 
** low, marching through Bay-fide barrier, and directing their route 
“  through the gardens for the mortar-batteries. T he left column 
“  to bring up the rear, marching along the Strand for the gun-bat- 
“  teries. No perfon to advance before the front, unlefs ordered by 
** the officer commanding the colum n: and the moft profound 

“  filence to be obferved, as the fuccefs o f the enterprife may depend 

“  thereon. T he 12th and Hardenberg’s regiments to form in front 
“  of the works, as fuftaining corps? and are to detach to the 
“  right and left, as occafion may require. T he referve to take 

** poft in the fartheft gardens. W hen the works are carried, the 
“  attacking troops are to take up their ground in the following 

** manner. The grenadiers of Reden’s and La M otte’s behind 
** the parallel; the 39th and 73d flank companies, along the 

“  front o f the fourth branch; and the 72d grenadiers and light 
“  infantry, with their right to the fourth branch, and left to the 

“  beach.”

B y the time the deftination of the columns was made known to 
the different officers, and other arrangements had taken place, the 
morning of the 27th was far advanced; and as the moon had then 
nearly finifhed her nightly courfe, the detachment, about a quarter 

before three o’clock, began its march, by files from the right of 
the rear line, for the attack. Although nothing could exceed the 
filence and attention of the troops, the Enemy’s advanced fentries

difcovered
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f78t. difcovered the right column before they pafled Forbes’s barrier, 

and after challenging, fired upon them. Lieut. Col. Hugo, finding 

they were alarmed, immediately formed the attacking corps, and 

pufhed on at a bride pace for the extremity of the parallel; there 
finding no oppolition, he took pofleflion, and the pioneers began 

to difmantle the works. Part o f Harttenberg’s regiment, which 
was attached to this column, miftook the route o f the grenadiers, 
owing to the darknefs of the m orning; and in purfuing their own, 
found themfelves, before they difcovered their error, in front of the 

St. Carlos’s battery. In this dilemma, no other alternative offered 

but prefling forwards, which they gallantly did, after receiving the 

Enemy’s fire. Upon mounting the parapet, the Enemy precipi

tately retreated, and with great difficulty they defcended the ftupen- 

dous work, forming with their left to the Tower. They were thus 

fituated, when Lieut. Col. Dachenhaufen, at the head of the 39th 
flank companies, entered the St. Carlos’s battery, and naturally 
miftaking them for his opponents, fired, and wounded feveral. 
Further mifchief was however prevented by the counterfign; and the 
Hanoverians joined the remainder of their corps, which now formed 

en potence, in front of the parallel. The 73d flank companies were 
equally fuccefsful in their attacks; and Lieut. Col. Trigge, with 
the grenadiers, and light company of the 72d regiment, carried the 

gun-batteries with great gallantry. T he ardour of the aflailants 
was irrefiftible. The Enemy on every fide gave way, abandoning 

in an inflant, and with the utmoft precipitation, thofe works which 
had coft them fo much expence, and employed fo many months to 

perfect.

W he n  our troops had taken pofleflion, the attacking corps formed, 
agreeably to their orders, to repel any attempt which the Enemy 

might make to prevent the deftru&ion of the works, whilft the 

12th regiment took poft in front o f the St. Carlos’s battery, to
fuftain



luftain the weftern attack j and the referve, under Major Maxwel 1, 
drew up in the farther gardens. * The exertions of the workmen and 
artillery were wonderful. T he battories were foon rn a ftate for 
the fire-faggots to operate; and the flames fpread with aftonitfiing 
rapidity into every part. T he column of fire and fmoke which 

rolled from the works, beautifully illuminated the troops and neigh
bouring objeds, forming all together a conp-d'ceil not poflible to be 
defcribed.

In  an hour the objed of the Sortie was fully effected ; and trains 
being laid to the magazines, Brigadier Rofs ordered the advanced 
corps to withdraw, and the fuftaining regiments to cover their 
retreat: but, by fome overfight, the barrier at Forbes’s was locked, 
after the flank companies had returned; which might have proved 
of ferious confequences to Hardenberg’s regiment, as they were, 
fro m  that c ircu m ftan C e , under the neceflity of following the 1 2 th 

regiment through Bay-fide.*

S e v e r a l  fmall quantities o f powder took fire whilii the de>» 
tachment was on its retreat j and juft as the rear had got within 

the Garrifon, the principal magazine blew up with a tremendous 
explofion; throwing up vail pieces o f  timber, which, falling into 
the flames, added to the general conflagration. Although the 
Enemy muft have been early alarmed, not the Jm allefi effort was 

made to fave or avenge their works. T he fugitives feemed to com** 
municate a panic to the whole; and, inftead o f  annoying our troopi 
from the flanking forts, their artillery dircded a ridiculous fire 
tow ards the Town and our ujSper batteries, whence we continued a

D d warm

* I t  was not a little fingtdar, that thefe mo regiments, which at the memorable buttle of
Mindcii hid fought by each other’s fide, and, -according to the natnral courfe of events, could 
never exptil to meet again, fliottld be employed a feoood time on tbs fu se  occafion-, and be 

rise only enAe regiments out-
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warm and wetl-fervcd difcharge of round fhot on their forts and 
barrier. Only two officers and fixtcen privates were taken pri
soners -r and little oppofition ic in g  made, very few were killed in 
the works. The guard, from the beft information, confifted of 

one captain, three fubalterns, and fcventynfoftr privates, including 

the artillery.

T hus was this important attack executed beyond the moft fan* 

gyine expectations o f every one. T he event challenges greater 
admiration, when we refledt that the batteries were diftant near three 

quarters of a mile from the Garrifon, and only within a few hundred 
yards of a befieging Enemy’s lines, mounting one hundred and 

thirty-five pieces o f heavy artillery. T he detachment had four 

privates killed; Lieut. Tweedie, o f the 12 th regiment, with twenty- 
four non-commiffioned and privates, wounded; and one miffing, 

fuppofed to be left wounded on the batteries. O f this number, 
Hardenberg’s regiment had two killed and twelve wounded. T he 
ordnance fpiked in the Enemy’s works amounted to ten thirteen-inch 
mortars, and eighteen twenty-fix-pounders.

G e n e r a l  E l i o t t 's anxiety on the occafion would not permit 
him  to wait the iffue within the Garrifon; but acquainting the 

Lieutenant Governor with his intention, he accompanied the Sortie, 
and expreffed the higheft approbation of their behaviour by the 
following public orders : that “  the bravery and conduit of the 
** whole detachment, Officers, Sailors, and Soldiers, on the glorious 
“  occafion, furpafled his utmoft acknowledgements.”

A l t h o u g h  th e  a t ta c k  w as n o t  to ta lly  e x e m p te d  from th o fe  l i t t le  

d e ran g em e n ts  w h ic h  n a tu ra lly  a t te n d  n ig h t  ex p e d itio n s  o f  th is  

n a tu re , y e t ,  to  th e  h o n o u r  o f  th e  w h o le , n e i th e r  m u fq u e t,  w o rk in g *  

to o l, n o r o th e r  im p le m e n t,  w as left b e h in d : a  v o lu n te e r  in d eed  o f

th e
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the 73d regiment loft his kelt in the attack, which the Governor 
being acquainted with, promifai him a fubftitute in return; and 
not long Afterwards prefen ted him With a commiffion in an efta- 
blifhed corps. When our troops entered the batteries, the written 
report of the commanding officer was found in one of the fplinter- 
proofs, which, when the. guard was relieved, was intended to have 
been fent to the Spanifh General.* The report expreffed, that 
** nothing extraordinary had happened;” which, it muft be 
acknowledged, the captain had been a little premature in writing. 
The annexed Plan, with the references, will explain whatever maf 
be deficient in the narrative.
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R e f e r e n c e s to the P l a n  of the SO R T IE ,

A. Mortar-batteries in the Enemy’s Lines.

B. Gun-batteries.
C i .  C 2. C 3. C 4 . C 5 . T he different branches of their Line of 

Approach to the advanced w orks; with traverfes.

D . T he Parallel, or eaftern branch.
E . The Saint Martin's batteries, mounting twelve twenty-fix-

poimders.

F .  T he St. Pafehal’s battery, mounting two thirteen-inch mortars
and fix twenty-fix-pounders, elevated on* frames, to annoy 

our camp.
G . T he St. Carlos’s, or Mill-battery, mounting eight thirteen-inch

mortars j with two places d ’armes on its flanks.
H . T he pofitkxi o f the 72d flank companies, after taking -pofTeffion

of the gun-batteries.

I .  T h e  39th fiattk companies, after ftorming the St. Carlos’*

fcsttery.
JD d a K,



K, T he pofition of the 73d gupnadiers and light infantry, when 
^  the former had driven the Enemy from the centre guard-

houfe, and the la tte r 'h ad  obliged them to evacuate the 

St* Pafchal’s battery.
L» T he divifion of Hardenberg’s regiment, which miftook their 

route, and entered the Enemy’s wojk*.
M , Reden’s and De la Motte"s grenadiers formed, after taking 

pofitffion of the eaftern parallel.

N . Queen’s battery (W illis’s).

O . Princefs Anne’s, ditto*.
P. Princefs Amelia’s, ditto.
Q ^  Princefs Caroline’s, ditto.
R . Catalan batteries, ditto.

S. Queen CharlQtte’s, ditto.
T . Tower-battery.
V. Farringdon’s battery.

W . Green’s lodge, with the Terrace batteries below it.
X . Royal battery.
Y. Rock.tnortar, and Levant Royal batteries.
Z . Two battalions, under Brigadier Pidton, ready to fupport the 

Sortie, i f  neceffary.

B e f o r e  the detachment returned from the Neutral ground, 
Lieut. Col, Tovey, of the artillery, died. H e was fucceeded by 

Major Lewis in the command of that.department.

T h e  night of the 27th, the Enemy were alarmed w ithan  explo* 
fion in the ruins of their ,batteries; and immediately dire&ed a fmart 
difcharge of mufquetry, with round and grape /hot, towards the 
fpot. W e imagined they fufpe&ed that, we had made a fecond 
fally, to finiftv. fhe deftruftion of what remained j and their error 
probably would have continued fome time, had they 4iot been.

undeceived
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undeccived by our throwing a fhcll amongft the ruins; after which 
they inftantly ceafed. By the dumber of lights feen in their camp, 
we had reafbn to conclude that their* army affembled on the alarm. 
T he Enemy had not yet thought proper to take any meafures 
towards exftinguifhing the flames, but avenged themfelves by a brifk 

cannonade upon the Towji. In their camp feveral men were exe
cuted, who probably might be fome! of the unfortunate adtors in the 

late difgrace. T he 30th, their batteries continued burning in five 
different places: when they ceafed to fmoke, the works feemed 
completely deftroyed, nothing but heaps o f fand remaining. Five 
difmounted mortars could be feen in the St. Carlos’s battery from 

the fummit o f the rock ; one gun alfo in St. Pafchal’s, and three 
in the St. Martin’s. A t night we fired feveral rounds o f grape at 
their horfe-patroles, which, fince their late misfortune, appeared, 
more nujnerous than before.
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C H A P T E R  VI.

i t  he Spaniards determine to reftore their batteries .— Eftablifh feveral 
defenjive pofts.— Repair their works; but are conjlderably retarded 
by the Garrifon.— Defcription o f a new-invented deprefjmg gun- 

carriage.— Gallant behaviour o f the Mercury, ordnance-fhip .—  

*rhe Vernon ftore-fhip arrives with feveral gun-boats, in fram es j 
alfo the Cerberus and Apollo frigates, with a reinforcement i f  
men.-—Singular quality q f quick fig h t in two bays belonging ta 

the Garrifon.—-Spaniards refolve to make a vigorous attack upoft 
Gibraltar, under tbe command o f the Duke de Crillon.— Begin to 
convert large veffels into B a t t e r i n g - s h i p s  at Algeziras.—  
A  party o f Corficans arrive, and offer to a ft as volunteers in the 
Garrifon during the fiege.— Enemy’s army reinforced.— Unfortunate 
accident in a magazine a t W illis' s.— A  ftrong reinforcement o f 
French troops jo in s/‘the Enemy’s army.— Tbe Duke de Crillon 
jffumes the coty,gif*d o f the Combined Forces % and tbe Beftegers 
batteries forfom e tim b re  filen t.

»7$t, T H E  Spaniards, for feveral days, appeared totally at a lofs how 
.Dcc' . to aft after their recent difgrace. Their batteries continued in 

flames; nor were any attempts made to extinguifh the fire. In the 
beginning of December, however, they feemed as if  fuddenly roufed 
from their reverie j upwards of a thoufand men were at work, 
making fafcines, &c. for Which purpofe large quantities of brufh- 
wood were colledted from the country. From thefe operations we 
concluded that they were refolved to reftore their works, when fuf- 
6cient materials were prepared,

T h*
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T « e  rft o f December, a flag o f truce brought letters from the 
Englifh prifoners lately captured it) the cutters bound to the Garri- 
Ion. N ot a fyllable was menti9ned,- by the Spanifh officer, o f the 
k te  trao&dkm ; nor did he even enquire whether we had taken 
anyprifoners. As we had obferved the Enemy to poft ftrong 
guards in  the ftone iguarjt-houfes on the neutral ground, particu- 
lar}y in the centre one, the Governor ordered the artillery to* 
endeavour to difltodge them . Anfwers were returned, on the ad,, 
to the letters brought the preceding day: letters alfo were fent 
from the prifoners taken in the fbrtie, to their friends m  camp. 

T h e  Spanifh officer, on receiving the letters, appeared much fur~ 

prifed, put them in his pocket, but was filent j and the boats- 
parted. One of the officers taken priibncr was the Bapon Voiv 
Helmftadt, an Enfign in the W alon guards, with the rank of 
Captain : the other was Don Vincente Freefe, a Lieutenant o f  artil
lery. T he Baron was dangeroufiy wounded in the knee, and not 
without many intreaties fubmitied to amputation. W hen the fur- 
geons firft informed him  that this operation was abfolutdy unavoid
able* he refolirtely oppofed i t : amputation, faid, very feldom fuc- 
ceeded in Spain; betides, he was then betrafctad in marriage to 

a lady, and would rather rifk his life thaiyprefent himfelf before 
her with only one leg. The Governor, being told this determina
tion, immediately vifited the Baron, and ufed every argument to 
perfuade ham to comply. H is Miftrefs, the General faid, muft
undoubtedly efteem him the more for the honourable wound
which he had received in the fervice of his country; and, as to
the operation being fatal, he might almoft affure himfelf of a

certain recovery, fince, in  the many fimilar cafes which had 
Qceurmd ia the Garrifon during the fiege, our furgeons had been 
generally fuccef&ftd; and «o cenvincehtm by ocular proof, ordered 

foeetal oaaittltted convalcfecnts into the room. T h u  generous 

att*d|Cam of the Governorhad a powerful effed on the Baron, who,
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no longer able to refill: his importunities, at length confented to the 
operation. The Enemy, the n ight of'the 3d, repaired the damage done 
lo the third branch of approach ; and did fome trifling work a t  the 
fourth branch. The next day, a flag of truce from the Enemy 
brought letters of thanks from the Spanifh General, Don Martin 
Alvarez, and the Walon guards, to the Governor, for the huma
nity fhewn to the prifoners taken in the batteries. In the boat 
came fome poultry for the wounded Baron ; alfo clothes and money 
for the officers. Their guards in the lines now appeared to be about 

eight hundred infantry, with a hundred artillery; befides fixty or 
feventy cavalry for patroles. T he Governor, on the 5th, ordered 
that ‘‘ no Officer, of the line, commanding a t a poft, fhould inter- 
“  fere in the mode of loading, pointing, or firing the cannon. If  
“  at any time he judged it nece/Tary to fire upon the Enemy, he was 
** to point out the object to the artillery, and fubmit it to their

opinion, whether it was practicable or not.” The morning of 

the 7th, a cutter appeared from the weft, and, after an obftinate 
a&ion with the Enemy’s gun-boats, was obliged to.ft.rikc. In this 
■engagement we obferved that the Enemy had made fome alterations 

in  ths co iiftru& ioa^f their boats, which before would not allow 
the guns to be d ipm ^d .

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  our fire, the Enemy feemed determined 
to  eftablilh themielves at the Centre ftone guard-houfe, round 
which, on the” night of the 7th, they made a trench, ajjd alfo lined 
with fafcines part of the fourth branch of approach. Our firing- 
continued to vary, as their operations were more or lefs noticed; in 
the day we directed it principally to parties obferved near the Tower, 
and at night to the Centre guard-houfe; againft which they had 
heaped up fand, and continued every evening to make other additions. 
— The Garrifon at this period was fo extremely fickly, that a hundred 
jaen were curtailed from the working parties ; and the officers fcr-

vants,
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taTtjtv ferith others who; ufuaily were exempted from thefe duties, 
© i t f e i ^ t o ^ f t ,  to Icffco the fsftigue o f their comrades. Near feven 

hiii^red were a t this time on our hofpital l i f t s 'The Unicorn cutster 
failed, in the night of the is th ,  with difpatches for England; and 

the following evening, the Phoenix, with duplicates.

T h e  operations of the Enemy feemed now entirely defen five. 

T he Weftern ftone guard-houfe, on the beach, was unroofed in 
the fame manner as the Centre guard-houfe, and ftrengthened with 

fand.j with a trench dug round at fome diftance in the front. W e 
imagined that ftrong guards were ftationed every night at thele polls, 

to protect their remaining works. T he evening of the 16th, about 
ten o’clock, one of the Enemy's advanced fen tries, near Bay-fide, 

fired his mufquet j which was taken up by others in the gardens, 
and the alarm fpread to the Lines, and thence to the camp. Lights 
were immediately obfervcd moving about, and the drums beat to 
arms. After fome hours confufion they were calm and quiet. Their 

works, particularly the St. Pafchal’s battery, continued to fraoke in 

feveral places, on the 18th. N o  ordnance^uld  now be feen in any 
of the batteries: their lire was rather fmart, %iC^o particular object 
feemed to engage their notice.

B r i g a d i e r s  Rofs and Green wcte appointed, in the orders of 
the 20th, to be Major-Generals in the army ? and the next evening 
General Rofs failed in a boat for Faro, on his return to England. 
General Green ibme time afterwards received a letter of fervice, and 
Lieutenant Holloway, his Brigade Major, was. appointed his Aide- 
de-ca'tnp.*'T-fee % ne day a flag o f  trpce brougJ|t over feveral letters,’

for the prifoners. A t night th e 1 EneflSy 
extended the fourth branchs in the fairne dirctStion, toward® •■■ike 
Weftern; ftone guard-hoijfe j and feveral pickets were drijWBi 
fafcines laid in the ruins of the batteries, in order to r^ ta iii 'th r# m ^

E e and



j ^ n d  prevent it being waihed down by the rains. T he night o f the 
z$d  they raifed an epaulcmcnt on the top o f  the Centre guard* 

houfc, and finished the firft line of the new approach from the 
fourth branch.

T w o foldiers of Hardenberg’s, and tty? J2d regiment, on the 
25th, attempted to defert by a rope from Mount M ifery: the former 

got down, though the rope broke j which accident was the caufe of 
the latter being retaken. A few days after, a ferjeant of the artificers 
was ordered to reconnoitre the place where this deferter defcended j 

and he got down far enough to dilcover the unfortunate man daChed 
to pieces at the foot of the precipice. T he night o f the 27th, the 
Enemy made feveral additions to the Centre guard-houfe. T h e  
Baron Von Helmftadt being dangeroufly ill about this period (not 

in confequence of the operation he had undergone, but from fome 
inward malady), flags of truce were daily paffing and repaffing»Jto 

inform his friends of his dangerous fituation. T he 28th, the Baron 
died i and the following day his body was carried to the New mole, 
accompanied by the gynadiers of the 1 ath .regiment, with the 
ufual honours of where two barges waited to convey it to 
the Enemy’s camp. T^he Governor, and principal officers in the 
Garrifon, with Don Vincente, attended the ceremony. The fowls 
and other refreshments fent by his friends, with the money not 

u&d by the Baron in his ficknefs, were alfo returned, to the moft 
minute article.

T » e  Enemy, on the night o f the 30th, added to the trench in 
front of the Centre guard-houfe, which, a few evenings before, they 
had altered from its original form. O ur engineers the fame night 

ereftcd a blind of canvas, &c. in front of Princefs Anne’s battery 
(W illis's), which the engineers afterwards caifloned, when their 
ire  became lcfe warm o n  this new objefi. Another was afterwards

placed
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placed before the P r i n t s  Amelia’s, for the fame purpdfc. The 
materials with which ther works at the northward were now repaired, 
were coHeded from the coal-fhips tHkt liad been run afhore in  the 

New moJe after Admiral: Darby’s departure. T he fide® of thefe 
veffels were cut up, under the di red  ion o f  the engineers, into large 
folid pieces, of fuch forna and diinenfion as the purpofe didated to 

which they were to be applied. O f thefe materials the batteries at 
W illis’s were at this time formed j the angles being conneded and 
fecured by ftrong knees and bolts, having tranfverfe pieces within, 
which were alfo kneed. W hen the caiftbns for thewtefltons Were 
thus framed, they were filled in the front with layers o f ju n k , and 
fand-bags behind. T he height of the merlons was between fen and 

eleven fe e t; and the upper parts were fupported by ftrong beams 

across the embrafures, fotrmrng hoods (as the engineers called dpftfin') 

over the muzzles o f  the cannon : thefe hoods were three feet deepv 
and extended about fix  feet in length over the embrafures • by whi£i» 
improvements the guns were preferred: from being broken by the 
{hells in  their defcenr, and the artillery-mere on duty were weil 
covered. T he folid conftrudron o f theft new works, time 

adoption; o f a fimiilar mode in repairing t h e ^ ^ c  defentcs o f the 
Oanafon," will 'account, in; a great mcafbreiJjor the general cafualcie# 
of the troops not being fo numerous as m ight otherwiife be expeded ; 
and, to evince the permanence of them* iio other proof, I imagine, 
need be adduced, than that upwards o f one hundred' fhot-holes have 

been plugged up in the front o f one merlon, and yet the battery was 

not materially damaged.*
E e  2 • ■' T w o

* When tbeE'netny’sproce-edings afterwards rendered fome alterations necefTary in the 
works at WUUi’sy ttoe ihip'tifflberwa* found very ufeful «v further fecuring the upper batteries, 
and in prote&ing ow artillery. The height of the parapets permitted the cng:nefei$ to prtfft' 
fplintcr proofs between the guns, of curved pieces of timber cut from the bottom of a ihip, 
which were Jjliacedi agjimft the bre«Hi '& the merlons,and made bwb-pioof by -teyew of 
fand.bags. which alfoifcrrtted a traverfe acrofs thf battery, By tl»efe adil’.Dpr};* jtfi  ̂commu* 
oicaiior.s betyeen the ordnance were covered, aud the batteries well trat'eifed agairrff dj*; 
Enemas eaftenv enfilade-fire.
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T w o ordnance-lhips arrived in the courfe of December. As we 
are now arrived at the clofe of the year, it may not be impertinent 
to infert a return of cafuals, frflm the 12th of April to the 31ft o f 

December, 1781, that the Reader may have an idea o f our general 
lofs in that period.
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Killed and dead of wounds, - -  3 10 1 108 12.2
D i f a b l e d , ------- —— — 2 7 1 36 46
Wounded, ------  ---- -  13 22 6 3 59 400

T h e  New Year’s day of 1782 was remarkable for an action of 
gallantry which is worthy of |f in g  refcued from oblivion. An 
officer of artillery at W illis’s, obfcfving a fhell falling towards the 

place where he flood, got behind a traverfe for prote&ion ; which 
he had fcarcply done, ere it fell into the traverfe, and inftantly 
entangled him in the rpbbifh: one of the guard, named Martin, 

obferving his dtftrdj^^encroufly rilked his own life in defence of 
his officer, and ran to \x tricate him j but finding his own efforts 
ineffectual, called for affiftance; when another of the guard joining 

him , they relieved the officer from his fituation j and almoft at 
the fame inftant the (hell burft, anH levelled the traverfe to the 
ground. Martin was afterwards promoted, and rewarded by the 

Governor, who at the fame time told him “  he fhould equally 
*' have noticed him for relieving 111? comrade.” Several fimilar 
inftances of heroifm occurred during the liege, all o f which were 
equally honourable to the Garriibn.

T h e  Enemy perfevered in carrying on their w o rks: the Centre 
guard-houfe now began to affume a regular figute. T he ditch

formed



formed three fides of an hexagon, extending to the rear in obtule 
angles with the fro n t; and the fafcine-parapet, joining the building, 

was lengthened each way. Material/continued to be daily brought 

down to the lines, and advanced works. Their workmen were 
however confiderably annoyed, in repairing the fourth and fifth 
branches of the approach,, from the Old-mole head and Montague’s 
baftion. T he fhip St. Philip's Caftle, in Government fervice, 

arrived on the 4th from Mahon, with difpatches from General 
Murray : on board her came feveral prifoners taken by that General 
in a Tally made from Fort St. Philip’s. T he Enemy endeavoured 
to cut her off from the Bay, but could not accomplifh it. She 
returned to Minorca on the 10th. Since their army had landed 
at Minorca, the Enemy’s attention to the eaftward was vifibly 
abated; nor did they make fo many fignals from the tower on 
the Queen of Spain’s chair, as been their cuftom formerly. 
T he fubfequent evening our prames made the flgnal for the ap

proach of the gun-boats: an eaftefly wind however fpringing up, 

they threw up their rockets, and retired. W e could not otherwifc 
account for their not firing in an eafterly W^nd, than by imagining 
they were apprehenfive of fome accident in tb^i^m gazincs, which, 

being in the ftern of the boat, m ight rur/fom e danger o f being 
blown up by the fparks from the difcharge of their ordnance. The 
night of the 7th, befides making additions to the Centre guard- 
houfe, the Enemy debouched from the fifth branch, and dug a 
trench about fifteen or twenty yards towards the eaft; A Court 
of Enquiry, on fhe 8th, fat on Antonio Juanico, the fpy who was 
difcovered in the FarO boat; and fome time afterwards he was 
ordered to prepare for execution. T he Governor however at laft 

pardoned him.

T h e  Enemy, about this time, removed feveral guns from the 
camp to the lines, taking others back. Moft of their cannon (we

had
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h<*d reafon to imagine for fome time paft) had been greatly damaged 
by the firing ; as the fliot, at periods, were obferved not to fly with 
the fame velocity its at fir ft. T h e  laft dderter &id they had fpoiled 
three fets o f guns from the commencement of the bombardment. 
In the night of the 9th, they raifed the epaulernent joining the 
Centre guard-houfe j and opened four cmhralures, two on each fide 
of the building. They were all malked with fafcines, and appeared 
folely for defence. T he night of the 12th, the Enemy formed a 

trench from the diboticbure of the fifth branch* to the front of the 
ruins of the St. Carlos’s battery, towards the weftern beach f  pa*t 

of it was lined with fafcines. They alfo raifed a place d'armes on 
the eaft ft.vnk of the St. Carlos’s battery, joining the fifth branch. At 

night failed the Henry and Mercury ordnance-fhips to the weftward. 
Don Vincente Freefe went paiTenger in the former for England, with 
the prifoners taken in our fortie^and thofe fent by General Murray. 
About the 14th* or 1.5th, the Enemy raifed another place d'armes 

on the weft flank of the  St. Carlos’s battery, and joining the ruins 
o f the St. PafchaL’s battery j and the fubfequent evening ftrengthened 

and capped it w ith famines. In the night, fignals were made in 
the G ut, and at fe o jre a k  two cutters appeared at the entrance of 
the Bay j but the wind blowing fomewhat northerly, and dying 
away, they were driven to leeward by the current : a frigate and 

eleven gun-boats from Algeziras immediately gave chace, and foon 
after they were joined by a frigate and xebeque from Ceuta. T h e  
cutters finding it impoffible to make the Bay, and obferving the 
force of their purfuers, prudently crowded,fail to the eaftward. In 

the afternoon fome of the gun-boat$ got within range, and a few 
rounds were exchangedj ‘but the wind frefhening towards fun-fet, 
the cutter6 evidently left the Enemy confiderably aftern. W hen 
night prevented us from continuing our obfervations, they had 
indeed gained fuch a diftance, that we did not in  the leaft doubt but 
they would efcape.

T h f
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T h e  Enemy had made, for feveral preceding evenings, confiderable 
additions to the Centre r e d o u b t a n d  on the night of the 17th, they 
raifed a work embracing each extremity of the fafcine-ditch which 
was in the front o f i t :  this port now appeared finifhed. They 
likewife raifed and threw fand in front of the place d'armes> and 
brought vaft quantities o f different materials to their , advanced works. 
Their firing was not at this period remarkable; but, as they 

dfredted their ordnance principally among our working parties 
on the hill, we experienced a few cafuals. Our batteries in return 
were well ferved; and the fire pointed to all quarters. In  the 

morning of the 18th, juft after gun-firing, fignals were made 
from the Enemy’s advanced works, which were repeated to their 
camp. T he batteries at the fame time kept up a briik fire, all 
in a low direction. This gave us reafon to think they were 
apprehenfive of another fortie : and the following morning the four 

embrafures in the Centre redoubt were unmafked, an & animated w ith  
four howitzers; and a confiderable number of troops left the lines 
foon after day-break : all which circumftances ferved to countenance 
our conje&ure. In the evening of the 26thfc the artillery at W illis’s 
difcovered a party of the Enemy erecting a o f communication 
from the fourth branch to the Centre redoubt/ ’T h e  Old-mole head 
aud Montague’s were immediately opened^on them, in addition to 

the upper batteries; and we plied them fo brifkly, that the party 
was obliged to retire about midnight, leaving the work, as the 
morning evinced, in great confufion. The fubfequent night, not
withstanding our fire, they raifed and ftrengthened the new com
munication. In this . duty, they were well covered by a brifk fire 
from the lines; and w hich /from  the repeated vollies difcharged, 
afforded room to think that their workmen had fuffered materially 

the night before.

T h e  night of the 23d, they repaired the parapet of th e  St. Carlos’s- 
battery nine fafcines in height, and began to rebuild the magazine
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in , the rear. Great quantities of fafcines, &c. 
the battery. The fucceeding afternoon, about four o’clock, the 

Governor opened the lower batteries on this work, and our fire Was 
exceedingly well ferved for fome hours. T he carcaffes feveral times 
fet fire to the fafcines, but the Enemy as frequently cxtinguiihed it. 

At firft their batteries returned our fire fparingly; but receiving a 
reinforcement of artillery-men from the camp, the cannonade became 

warm on both lides. Our lower batteries ceafed in the evening. 
The next day the Governor renewed his endeavours to burn thefe 
works. The carcaffes were equally fuccefsful as the preceding day, 

but their guards and workmen foon extinguiftied the fire. The 
Spanilli lines returned the cannonade with great vivacity, having in 
the twenty-four hours difcharged one thou&nd and forty-five fhot, 
and eighty-three fhells: our batteries diminished their fire about four 

in the afternoon. T he carcaffes ufed by the artillery on this occafion 
were made of the Enemy’s blind ihells, in which were perforated 

three large holes, and the cavity filled with compofition* They 
were found to anfwer extremely w e ll; fome of them burning frefh 

a quarter of an hour after the Enemy had fraothered them with £md, 
which was the m o d e^ey  adopted to put them out.

W e obferved, on tfiV 27th, four large piles of fafcines at the 
eaftem extremity of the parallel. W e were not at all at a loft-.to 
guefs their meaning in placing thefe fafcines to the eaftward; as it 
was evident, that they wilhed to draw off our attention as much 
as poflible from the St. Carlos’s battery. T he manoeuvre did not 
however anfwer. The following evening, about ten o’clock, arrived 
the two cutters which had been puifued by the Enemy’s cruifers 
to the eaft ward; the largeft of them, called the Viper, was of (our 
hundred and fixty tons burthen, mounted twenty-eight guns, and 
was efteemed the largeft veflel of her kind ever b u i l t t h e  other was 
the Lively, of fourteen guns * both laden with ordnance-ftores.

They
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T hey informed us that the evening of the day they were chafed 
through to the eaft, feveral o*f the gun-boats got up and engaged 
them, but were foon beaten off: at length the wind freshening, the 

boats were left aftern. The breeze, they faid, increafed to a briik 
gale, which, as the gun-boats were fome leagues from land, riiight 
greatly diftrefs them. This conjcdture appeared confirmed, by none 
of them being obferved to have returned to the Bay. T he night of 
the 28th, the Enemy took down half of the old tower, or windmill, 

which they probably thought was too confpicuous an objedt of 
dire&ion for our artillery in the nighty they added alfo confiderably 
to the St. Carlos’s battery, and made fome alterations in the Centre 
redoubt, which they pali&ded in the rear, and within it hung a 
barrier-gate. T he fame night, arrived the Dartmouth Tartar cutter 

with ftores. T he night o f the. 30th, our opponents were obferved 
very bufy to tbe eaftward of the Centre redoubt. W e inftantly 
opened upon them, and drove them from the place. At day-break 
we found they had traced out a work of five lides, with a large 
opening in the rear, and ere&ed before it a fcreen fimilar to ours at 
W illis’s, but fo injudicioufly placed, that t^e workmen behind were 
not at all concealed from our upper batteries., iJThis work was never 

carricd o n ; and the fcreen fome time afterw/rds was knocked down, 
and removed. Our engineers, of whom’little has been mentioned 
for fome time, were indefatigable in repairing the fplinter-proofs, 
magazines, traverfes, and communications, along the north front, 
which were damaged by the Enemy’s fire : the King’s, Queen's, 
and Prince's lines, had likewife a {hare in their attention. Parties 
were alfo engaged in fecuring and repairing the Jkekton traverfes, 
formed of timber and fand-bags in front of the doors, windows, 
&c. of the powder-magazines near the New m ole; and depofits of 
fafcines, fand, and other materials, were colledcd in different parti 
e f  the Garrifon.

F  f  I m
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I n  the beginning of February, great numbers of mules continued 

bringing fafcines, &c. to the Enemy *s lines; and by the number o f 
gabions miffing from their fafeine-park, it was thought they had 
conccaled them in different parts of the approaches for new works. 
The St. Carlos’s battery appeared nearly completed: it confifted 
of an epaulement with two fhoulders > fiye dodging traverfes were 
eredted in the rear, and behind them two larger ones for magazines: 

the latter, however, were not of the fame form as thofe eredted 
before. A gate was alfo hung at the opening of the fifth branch, 
and the places d ’armes, on each flank of the battery, feemed finished. 
Part of the parallel joining the fifth branch, in extent about forty 
yards, “was likewife lined with fafcines, and repaired. In  this ftate 

were their works near the tower, when, on the night of the 2d, they 

reftored the weftern part of the St. Martin’s battery, making only 
five embrafures to open upon the Town and W aterport. Our firing 
was pretty fmart at this period j but their artillery did not exceed a 
hundred* or a  hundred and fifty rounds in. the twenty-four hours.

In  this tedious and unmterefting manner affairs proceeded j every 
night the Befiegersja^king fome trifling addition to their advanced 
works. The afternoonk of the 7th, one of their fhells fet fire to a 

xnagazine-box on the Queen’s battery (W illis’s), in which were a few 
loaded fmall fhells and cartridges. Thefe inftantly blew up, and 
fired an adjoining gun, but did not the finalleft injury to the officers, 
or any of the guard, though the former were clofe to it when the 
accident happened. On hearing the explofion, the Enemy, imme
diately increafed their fire, and continued it the remainder o f the 
evening. T he Enemy added, on the* night of the io»th, another 
embrafure to the new hattery; and two nights following, they, 
prolonged the parallel about forty yards to the eaftward. Vaft: 
quantities of materials were a t this time fcattered in various parts of 

their works.
T h e



T he afternoon of the 15th, fome pra&ice was made from a gun 
mounted upon a new-con ftr u died deprefiing-carriage, the invention 

of Lieut. Koehler, of the Royal Artillery, which was highly approved 
o f  by the Governor and other officers prefent. T he Gun was fixed 
in  a bed of timber, the under fide of which was a plane parallel to 
the axis of the piece : from this bed, immediately under the centrc 

o f  gravity, projected a fpindle eight inches in diameter. This 
Ipindle palled through a groove formed for its reception in a plank, 
the upper fide of which was alfo a plane : upon this under piece the 
bed and gun recoiled, being attached to it by a key palling through 

the fpindle. The bed and gun by thefe means were at liberty to 
move round upon the axis of the fpindle, and when fired. Hided 
upon the under plank in the line direded by the groove. T he under 
piece was then conne&ed, by a ftrong hinge in front, to two cheeks 
o f a common garrifon-carriage, cut down to be little higher than 

the trucks. The £un could be laid to any degree of depreflion under 
twenty degrees, by a common quoin refting upon the cheeks of the 
carriage; but when greater depreflion was neceflary, two upright 

timbers, with indented fteps, were fixed t<\ the cheeks j by which, 

w ith the affiftance of a moveable plank, to. Hide in upon the fteps, 
and a quoin, the back part o f the plank, uj/On which the gun Hided, 
was elevated at pleafure by iron pins in the uprights and the gun 

deprefled to any angle above twenty and under feventy degrees.

M any  advantages, befides that of immediate depreflion, refulted 
to  the artillery from this invention. T he carriage, when the gun 
was deprefled, feldom moved; the gun iliding upon the plank to 
•which it was attached by the fpindle, and returning to its former 
plate with the moft trifling affiftance. W hen the Ihot was difcharged, 
and the bed with the gun had recoiled to the extremity of the groove; 

the matrofs, by turning round the gun to lie horizontally acrofs the 
carriage (which was done with the greateft facility), was alfo

F f  2 enabled
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enabled to load under cover of the merlon, unexpofrd to  die Enemy’s 
fire, and avoided the difficulty of ramming the fhot upwards. I t  
equally allowed the gun to be fired at point blank ; and (by turning 
the muzzle to the back part of the carriage) at every elevation, to  
forty-five degrees, but in that ftate did not particularly excel. As to 
the accuracy of the deprefling fhot, no farther proof need be adduced, 
than that, out of thirty rounds, twenty-eight fhot took place in one 

traverfe in the St. Carlos*s battery, at the diftance of near one thou- 
fand four hundred yards. I f  the arrangements in the engravings for 

this work had not been previoufty eftablifhed, I fhou-ld have been 

happy, by adding a plan, and elevation, to have further explained 
this carriage, which has reftedted fo much crcdit on the ingenious 

Inventor.

A t o l  a c r e  had arrived on the 15th ; and on the 17th, came in the 
Flying-fiih cutter, with ordnance ftores.: the latter was oppofed, 
and engaged in the Bay by a frigate, a xebeque,. and three gun-boats j 
but got in t>y perfeverance, and fuperior Ikitl, without a fingle man 

killed or wounded. A l i g h t ,  a party of the Enemy was difcovered at 
the eaftern extremity of the parallel ; and a brifk fire was immediately 
pointed to the fpot. VA t day-break, we remarked they had traced 

out with fafcines a work (of five fides, leaving the gorge open), at the 
weft return from the parallel. I t  appeared to be for another redoubtr 
About the morning gun-fire, a brig was hailed from Europa^, and 
anfwered, from Cork : finding fhe was a friend, the Captain was 
diredted to anchor at the M ole; but imagining the (hips, as before 
the war, remained at Waterport,. he pa fled our prames, and did not 
difcover his error till he had gone too far to return : he was con
sequently obliged to put about, and the veflel grounded at the back 
of the O/d mole. W hen the Enemy obferved her in the morning, 
the Black battery, and Fort St. Philip, dire&ed a fmart fire upon 

h e r ; but, though it was continued the whole day, not a fhot ftruck,
the
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the hufl. Captain Curtis brought away the crew, and at night 
went with feveral boats, and cut away her m arts: part of her cargo 

was alfo removed; but the greater pbrtion of it was damaged by the 

fea-Water. In the evening, W aterport guard was reinforced with 
a picquet.

T he Enemy, on the night of the 18th, added five embrafures 
to the gun-battery, and left a fpace, fecmingly for two others. 
T his addition made it appear as if they intended the whole for one 
battery, which before was divided into two. Great quantities o f  

materials were difperfedin various parts of their works, and bru/h- 
wood continued to be brought into their camp from the country. 
T h e  fucceedrng night they eredted an epaulement of thirty-nine 
ca£ks long, faced with fafcines, within the hexagon figure, at the 
extremity of the parallel. T he front work was alfo raifed, and 
a ditch, extending along the front of the parallel to the eaft flank of 
the St. Carlos’s, lined with fafcines. They worked alfo on the plat
forms of the new battery. T he morning of the 20th, ten gun-boats 
returned fo Algeziras from the eaft : they were fuppofed to be the 

fame which had chafed the Viper and Lively cutters. Intelligence 
from Portugal mentioned, that feveral of them-had been loft in the 
gale which fprung up the fame evening: we were rather dilappointed 
therefore to fee fo many return. In the evening the Viper, Lively, 
and Dartmouth— Tartar eutters, failed for England. About the 
time of their departure, a traverfe in the St. Carlos’s was fet on fire 
by our artillery, which produced a fmart cannonade for fome hours. 
T he fucceeding day another, traverfe was fet on fire, and burnt 
for fome time. The Enemy always behaved with great fpirit on 
thefe occafions. The night of the 21ft they completed their 

<Sun-battery, which now prefented to us thirteen embrafures: they 
like wife repaired the damage done by the fire.

A bout
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About noon on the 23d, feveral fignals were made at Cabrita 
Point, which brought out a frigate* and a xebeque from Algeziras. 
Soon after, we obierved a ve(Tt*l ftanding into the Bay with a flowing 
fail. The xebeque patted her aftern; but the frigate bore down, 
and appeared as if fhe intended to board. T he veffel, however, in 

coming abreaft, threw in fo well-dire&ed a broadfidc, that the 

Spaniard was greatly confufed, and fell aftern. T he frigate after
wards wore, and returned the falute j but the veffel was at fuch a 
diftance, that no damage was received. On her arrival at the New 
mole, to our furprife we found her to be the Mercury ordnance-fhip, 

which had left the Bay in January, and, as we imagined, was bound 
to  England. Several inhabitants, fuppofing the fame, had taken their 
paffage on board her for England; and never difcovered their miftake, 

till, to their great mortification, they found, on their entrance into 
the Straits, the unpleafant fhores o f Spain and Barbary, inftead of the 
exhilarating coaft of Britain. Captain Heington, who commanded 
her, on leaving the Garrifon, had fecret orders to put into Lifbon, 
where he was to take in a cargo of various articles, and return ; 
which orders he had directions not to divulge to any perfon, left 
the Enemy by their emiffaries fhould get information of the plan, 
and way-lay him* in his return. He accordingly .put into Lifbon, 
and took in his cargo of wine and fruit. When every thing was 
completed, he pretended fome further bufinefs would ftiil delay 
him , and preffed the paffengers to embrace the opportunity of the 
;packet, and fail for England. They however approved of their 
accommodation too well to remove; and Captain Heington was 
reluftantly obliged to bring them back to the Garrifon. The 

Governor did not fuffer this gallant conduit of Captain Heington 
to pafs unrewarded, but generoufly prefented him with a handfomc 
douccur, and ftrongly recommended him to the Admiralty for pro
motion ; which accordingly lucceeded. On the afternoon in which 
die Mercury arrived, the Enemy fired a grand feu-de-joie in camp,

commencing



commencing with a falute from the lines*. They, repeated the fire 
a fourth tim e ; which led us* to imagine they had gained fome 
advantage a t M inorca; and we afterwards found that our appre- 
henfions had been too well founded..

T he Enemy’s fhips iij the Bay were reinforced on the 24 th  
and 25th with a frigate, four or five xebeques, and feveral armed' 

fettees; part of which probably had been employed to block up the 
port of Mahon. T he morning of the 25th, arrived the St. Ann,, 
ordnance-fhip, with a fupply of powder,, and two gun-boats, on a. 

new conftrudtion, in frames^ W e were informed by her, that the 
Vernon ftore-fhip, under convoy of a frigate, was on herpaffage for 
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boats on board. The foliowing 
morning we obferved the Enemy had entirely new-faced the eaftcm 
epaulement, and raifed it to the height of eight fafcines. They alfo. 
worked on the magazine o f the St. M artin’s battery, and debouched 

from the centre of the parallel, throwing up a trifling line, extend
ing towards the fouth-weft. T he 27th, four rows, of ten tents, 
each, were pitched in the rear of the Catalonian camp. W e imagined, 

they were occupied by the artillery cadets. A t night the Enemy 

added feveral traverfes to their thirteen-gun battery. Befides the 
arrivals already noted, three other veffels and feveral boats came in, 
in the courfe of the month.

T h e  i l l  of March a flag of truce went, to the Enemy, in anfwer Maich. 
to one from them fome days before. The Spanifh officer who 
received the packet, informed us, that F ort St. Philip, in Minorca, 
had furrendered on the 5th of February. The fucceeding day, a 
carcais fet fire to the thirteen-gun battery, which continued blazing 
tor two hours. On their attempting to extinguish the fire, we 

plied them fo brifkly, that feveral were killed, and moil of them 
driven from the w o rk ; but their ufual gallantry at lafl prevailed.

At
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At night they raifed a place d'armes at the weftern extremity of the 
thirteen-gun battery. Thefe defenfive works demon (trated that they 
were determined to provide as much as pofiible againft another fortie. 
The following night they repaired the damage done by the fire* 

The carpenters of the navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of 
the new gun-boats. The 6th, fix rov/s $f tents, ten in each row, 

were pitchcd in the rear of the fecond line of the Enemy’s carnp, 

near the horfe-barrack. A large party was alfo employed in making 
a road from the beach to the barrack: and others were engaged in 
landing fhells, and different ordnance. Thefe, with other appear
ances, foefpoke a determined refolution to profecute the fiege. Our 

Governor, on the other hand, with unwearied attention employed 

the Garrifon in repairing, and putting in the beft order of defence, 
the upper batteries, and other works, which had fullered from the 
continued bombardment of the Enemy. T he bridge, in the ditch 

at Landport, was likewife pulled down % and other alterations took 

place in that quarter. The Enemy, cm the 8th, raifed one face of 
the Eaftern redoubt, feveral fafcines in he igh t: and from the noife 
heard the preceding night, we imagined they alfo finiflned platforms 

in their batteries. The day following, Lieutenant Cuppage, of the 
Royal Artillery, was dangcroufly wounded on the Royal battery, 
from a fplinter of a fmall Ihell, which burft immediately after being 
difcharged from the Rock-gun. This was the fecond accident of 

the fame nature. The n t h ,  a frigate and xebeque paffed to the 
weft, with fix top-fail vefl'ds j fuppofed to be part of the late 
Minorca garrifon. T he night of the 13th, the Enemy traccd out 
a work within the weftern place d'armes of the St. Carlos’s battery; 
apparently with an intention of extending the epaulement. T he 
firing on both tides was now confiderably increafed : that from the 

Enemy amounted on an average to about three hundred rounds in 
ihe twenty-four hours.

214 H ' l S T O  R T  O F T H E  L  A T  E
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Two operations o f the Befiegers ftill continued tedious. On the 

i6 tk  they palifaded the gorge of the Centre redoubt ; and 011 the 
18th began to p i tc h ’a new camp, near the Grand magazine, on 
the beach. A t night they eredted the epaulement of St. Pafchal's 
mortar-battery, and raifed three traverfes in the rear, Lieut. W hite, 

o f the 56th, was flightly wounded on the 16th. On the night of 
the 20th, the St. Pafchal’s battery was raifed three fafcines. At 
night the wind blew fo ftrong a gale, that the new windmill, on 
W indm ill-hill, took fire from the violence of the fri&ion, and was 
burnt to the ground. The 2nd, the Enemy made fome trifling 
additions, and fixed a barrier-gate at the extremity of the fourth 
branch of approach. T he fubfequent evening, a little before mid
night, we were gratified with the fafe arrival o f  the Vernon ftorc- 
fhip, having on board the remaining ten gun-boats, and other 
materials for the,Garrifon. Some hour^ aft?r, the Cerberus and 
A p o llo  •frigates, Captains Mann and Hamilton, with four tranfports, 
having the 97th regiment on board, anchored under our guns.

T h e  Vernon’s arrival may be confidcred as truly fortunate, fince 
Ho lefs than thirty Spanilh men of war, of different force, were out 
purpofcly to intercept her and the Succefs frigate, Captain Pole, 

her convoy. Some leagues to the weftward of the Straits they fell 
in with a forty-gun frigate, which had left our (blockade) ftation, 
and \yas one o f the above-mentioned cruifers. A warm action 
confequently commenced; but the Spaniard, finding the Vernon 
well armed, and that fhe boldly bore down to fupport the Succefs, 
after an engagement of feveral glafTes, in which the Vernon had a 
ponfiderable (hare, thought proper to fubmit. On board the prize 
w ere found papers defcribing the Vernon, to the moft mirfute part 
o f her rigging; at the fame time mentioning the officers names 
who were paffengers, and every particular article of her cargo : 
and from th e  prifoners we learned the number of fhips which

G g wer«
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were cruifing to intercept her. Captain Pole afterwards burned the 
Santa Catalina, and feparated from the Verno^ on the appearance of 
the Cerberus, with her convoy, which h€ miftook for the Enemy’s 
cruifers. The Vernon therefore proceeded alone for ;the Garrifon, 
and at the entrance of the Straits, in the evening, fell in with, and 

indeed was furrourkled by, the Enemy’s fh ips: but happily the flcy 

prognofticating a rough night, and fhe tacking at the fame time 
they did j they, fuppofing her a friend, flood in for the high land; 
and at dufk fhe altered her courfe, and was foon fafe in her deftined 
port. Lieut. Col. Gledftanes, of the 72d regiment, and other 

officers, came in her as paflengers, with recruits for the different 

regiments in the Garrifon. T he next day, the 97th regiment, 
commanded by Col. Stanton, difembarked feven hundred complete, 

and were immediately quartered-in Scud hill and Rofia barracks, 
This regiment foon after became very fickly; and though they were 
attended to with the greateft care by the Governor and Officers, 
in a few months many of them died j and the reft were of little 
aliiftance to the Garrifon before September..

T h e  Enemy,' on the night o f the 24th-, were difcovered, from 
W illis’s, at work in the front of the epaulement, at the eaftern 
extremity of the parallel •„ a few rounds of grape, however, quickly 
drove them under cover. They made feveral attempts to proceed, 
but were as conftantly obliged to. retire. The fucceeding morning, 
we obferved they had employed parties in other parts o f their works. 
The communication to the Centre redoubt was raifed ; many tra
vel-fcs were ereded behind the fourth approach, and a confiderable 
quantity of fafcines and other materials brought down to their 
works. In the forenoon, of the 25th, the Spanifh officers belonging 
to the Santa Catalina, who were brought to the Garrifon in the 
Vernon, were fent by a flag of truce into Spain on their parole. In 
the courfe of the day, a fhat came through one o f  the capped

embrafures



embrafures on Princefs Amelia’s battery (W illis’s), took oft' the legs 
o f  two men belonging to the yzd  and 73d regiments, one leg of a 
foldier of the 73d, a^d wounded another man in both legs : thus 

fo u r  men had feven  legs V^Cn off and wounded by one fhot. The 
Boy who was ufually ftationed on the works where a large party 
was employed, to inform the men when the Enemy’s fire was 
directed to that place, had been reproving them for their careleOhefs 
in not attending to him j and had juft turned his head toward the 

Enemy, when he obferved this fhot, and inftantly called for them to 
take care: his caution was however too late j the fhot entered the 
embrafure, and had the above-rgilcd fatal effedh I t is fomewhar 
(ingular, that this Boy fhould be poflefTed of fuch uncommon 
quicknefs o f fight, as to. fee the Enemy’s fhot almoft immediately 
after they quitted the guns. H e was not, however, the only one 
in the Garrifon poffeffing this qualification ; another boy, of about 
the fame age, was as celebrated, if not his fuperior. Both of them 
belonged to the Artificer company, and were conftantly placed on 
fome part of die works to* obferve the Enemy’s fire : their names 
were Richatdfon and Brand j the former was reputed to have the 

beft eye.

T h e  night o f the 25th, the Enemy extended their parallel in a 

continued direction with the old work about one hundred yards, 
with calks and Fafcines, banked up with land in front. The 
fuceeeding evening, we perceived feveral guns in the St. Martin's 
battery; and it was imagined, that ordnance were brought forward 
for the other batteries. T he night of the 26th, they began merlons 
for fix embrafures in the Eaftern redoubt, two in each face opening 
on the Devil’s tower, Lines, and Old mole : they alfo lengthened 
the parallel, and ftrengthened that part which was raifed the pre
ceding night. The 28th, they fcaled feveral guns and mortars in 

the advanced batteries; and the following day, we concluded, they
G  g 2 mounted
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mounted all their ordnance, as the^r,working parties gave a general 
huzza, and then withdrew for the day.

O u r  Opponents at this time fiercely expended more than two 
hundred rounds in the twenty-four hours; but we frequently faluted 
them with double that number in that period. T he night of the 

28th and 29th, the Enemy lined w ith fafcines the prolongation 
of the parallel, and ereded five traverfes in the Eaftern redoubt. 
Their batteries near the tower now appeared to be completed; the 

fourth  month being juft eXpi$ft. .fince they had been deftroyed. 

The 31ft, being a grand feftival, our batteries were double-manned, 
cxpeding the Befiegers would open their advanced batteries; but 
not firing, the reinforcement was remanded at noon. In the 
evening, about fix o’clock, a fhell fet fire to the flank of the Eaftern 
redoubt, and, the flame being aft] fled with a brifk difcharge, burnt 
rapidly for fome hours: at lad, however, the Enemy extinguifhed 

it. T he fucceeding morning, we perceived that they had covered 
with fand the part which had taken fire, and a number of fafcines 
were lying in great confufion about the work. T he fame night, a 
boat came in from Portugal with fheep, oranges, lemons, and fow ls: 
two others alfo arrived in .the courfe of the month.

O n the evening of tbe j  ft of April, a foldier of the 39th regiment 

deferted from Landport;: feveral hundred rounds o f mufquetty and 
grape were difcharged at hirti, fome of which it is imagined took 

place, as he dropped jvrft beibre he get to the St. Carlos’s battery,. 
and was carried into the work by feven of the guard. At dufk, a 
Volunteer of Arragon came over to us : he brought his arms and 
fome ncccfiaries, which, with other circumftances, occafioned a 
fufpicion of his being a fpy. H e reported that the Enemy had 

fuffered confiderably in reftoring their batteries; upwards of four 
hundred being killed, and nearly as many more wounded. T he

Eaftern
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Eaftern redoubt, -be informed us, was called theM ahon battery. 
T he Enemy, on the ^d, began to pitch tents in rear of the Walon 
guards: they were afterifcards increafed to lix double rows, capable 

of quartering a battalion of infantry.

As g r a t e s  for heating fhot w t«  diftributed; oa the different 
northern batteries in the beginning of this month, we imagined the 
Governor intended applying red-hot {hot again ft the Enemy’s works, 

which appeared now complete. W e were however difappointed : 
tHey were ftill referved as a bonne bouche, for the clofing of the feene.

T h e  night of the 5th, the Enemy eredted, at the extremity of the 
parallel, ajplace d ’armest 6£ four fides, one of which was the parallel 
lengthened, the other three extending in obtufe angles to the rear. 

T he 6th,. Coload S ^ to 'iK f^ '^ ^ in f ie d '-a  Brigadier-general ; and 
eapt.'Blanckley, of the 97th regiment/hi? Brigade-major. The 8th, 
we perceived fome tents pitched upon the plain beneath the ruins of 
Carteia ; and the following day this camp Was increafed with five 
double rows of ten ts: a regiment in white took pofieffion in the 
evening. The 9th, a regiment in blue marched into the new camp, 
pitched the 2d of this month. The fame day all the carpcnters of 
the regiments in garrifon (thofeofthe 97 th regiment excepted) were 
ordered, with aniiundred additional real-men, «ito the King’s works. 
A t night the Enemy made fome alterations near St. Pafchal’s battery, 
and Arengthened the pkee d'armes .of the parallel.
T he 10th, Lieut# Wetham, of the l i t h  regiment, was killed by a 
fplinter of a fhell, marching at the head’of the fpur-guard up the 
ramp, from Landport ditch. His fervant alfo loft his arm, and the 
drummer hud his fypkeh to pieces: but the reft of the guard 
efcaped. T he death ^  young Dfficer was much regretted; and 
it- feemed particularly unfortunate* as the Enemy only fired that fatal 
fhell, and one fhot, in the earlier part of the day.

A F aro
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A F aro boat arrived on the n t h  from Portugal, with difpatches 
for the Governor. A private let&r font fro^i Lilbon by this boat, 

mentioned, that great preparatioas wercmaking a t Cadiz, and in the 
Mediterranean ports, for a moft vigoroiis attack on G ibraltar; and 
that the Duke de Crillon, who had lately taken St. Philip’s, was to 

•command with twenty thoufand French and Spanifh troops, in addi
tion to what were at prefent before the Garrifon; with Monfieur 
D ’Ar^on, a French engineer of great eminence and abilities; and 
Admiral Don Bonaventura Moreno, with ten fail of the line, befides 
floating«-batteries, gun and mortar boats, &c. &c. T he truth of 
this intelligence we little doubted, as many circumftances now 
•occurred daily that ferved to confirm. it. T he Enemy’s cannonade, 

in  the courfe o f  the 12th, was. Angular indeed: from fix in the 

jnoming to fun-fet, they fired every two or three minutes a fingle 
gun or mortar j and, being the anniverfary o f their bombardment, 
i t  appeared ftill more extraordinary. Some jocular performs in the 
Garrifon remarked, that perhaps they were commemorating the 
day with failing and prayer, and by their minute-guns expreffing 
their forrow, that l'o many thoufand barrels of powder, and rounds 

-of ammunition, fhould have been expended to fo little purpofe. 
Their firing fr<kn the 12th gradually decreafed, for about a week; 
when, for a few nights, they fired brifker than ufual. I t  afterwards 
diminifhed to about a hundred rounds on an average in the twenty- 

four hours, and fcarce exceeded that number during the remainder 
■of the m oath. Their fafcine-parties «ontinued to be actively 
employed :prepap*jg materials in their parks;jw id long firings of 
mules were conftantly removingthem to the Lines and adyanced 
batteries. Throughout their camp' new life feemed to beanfufed 
into the troops: inflcad of that inactive languor which had fo long 
prevailed in all their c$«Jra«ifp^ every fcd b n  bgw^ appeared in 
motion.
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T h e  morning of the r6th, we remarked that the Enemy had. 

repaired the eaftern part o f  theMataon battery, burnt down the latter 

end of the preceding’m«NEtth; Some* other trifling additions were, 

alfo made to this work . V h e 20th, arrived the Antigallican ord* 
nance-fhipfrom  England- T he nights of the 21ft and 2 ad, the 
Enemy’s parties- added fom efurtherrepairs to the Mahon battery ; 
they alfo raifed: a fmall work near' the tower* and created feveral 
traverfes in various parts of the parallel. T he 24th, one of our new 
gun-boats, which had been launched on the iBth, was tried with an 

w^fgffteen-pounder on board; and the practice met with the approbation 
of the Governor and Officers of the Navy. As a perfon was fent out 
in the Vernon to fuperintend their conftruCtion, the keels o f feveral 
other boats after his arrival were immediately laid on the flocks j and 
the carpenters, being now acquainted with-the marks, proceeded with 
confidence and expedition: four or five more therefore were in great 
forwar3 nefs. W e obferved, about this time, numbers of boats patt
ing and repaffing, between Algeziras arid Point Mala, and two fhips 

in the river Palmones, which we imagined were fitting out as 
fire-fhips: precautions were therefore taken to render them inef

fectual, in cafe they refoJved on another attempt to burn our frigates. 
T he 2^thy a little before day-break, a deferter came in from the 
Enemy : he was a native of Arragon, and comrade to the la lt: he 

confirmed our information from Lifbon, refpeCting the intended 
attack, under the command of the Duke de Crillon ; adding, that 
they had refolved to make the principal attack by fea; for. which 
purpofe large fhips were to be fitted up with cork, &c. The new 
camp* near Rocadillo point, |ie faid, was occupied by the regiment 

•of Cordova infantry, lately arrived from Ceuta.

T h o u g h  th e i r  c a m p  h a d  b een  co n f id e rab ly  re inforced  w i th in  th e  

p re c ed in g  fix  w e ek s ,  y e t  w e  co u ld  n o t  obferve th a t  th ey  h ad  m a d e  apy  

addition t o t h e i r  g u a rd s ,  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  to  be ab o u t  th e  fam e n u m b e r

as
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as mentioned fome months before. .The afith. they raifedthe merlons 
of the Mahon battery with fand-bags. In . the courfe o f  the day, 

they brought down two guns from their <artillery-park to Fort 

Tonara, whither they had carried fo u /  the .preceding day. The 
30th, they began laying platforms in the Mahon battery: on the 

fame day we launched our fecond gun-boat. Seven more were 

on the flocks.

I n the beginning o f May, the Enemy repaired the weft branch 

of the St. Carlos’s, which fell down fome time before, and
#• ■ 

fome alterations in the Black battery. Several hundred mules 
came likewife with clay to the lines. From feven in thp evening of 

the 4th, to the fame hour the fucceeding afternoon, both the 
Garrifon and the Enemy were filent. This was the firft twenty-four 
hours in which there had been no firing for the fpace of nearly 

T H I R T E E N  M O N T H S .

T h e  evening of the 7th, the Cerberus and Apollo frigates, with 
four tranfports and four ordnance-fhips, failed for England. The 
fucceeding morning we obferved that three of the tranfports were 
captured, and in company with the Enemy’s cruifcrs were then turning 
to windward. In the afternoon of the 9th, a line-of-battle fhip, 

with feven large veffels and a few polacres and tartans, arrived in 
the Bay from the weft, and anchored at Algeziras. At dufk, the 
large veffels, which appeared to be the old men of war, or galleons, 

hauled clofe in fhore. The Governor, at night, ordered a picquet 
to reinforce Waterport guard. The Enemy ftill continued difcharging 
jabout a hundred rounds every twenty-four hours; and their parties as 
well as ours were employed in making trifling additions and repairs. 
T he arrival of the above-mentioned fhipping at Algeziras, occafioncd 
various conjectures: from many circumftances, we had reafon to 
imagine they were intended for the attack by fea, which was medi

tating
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taring againft the Gfrrifon. *J!She Governor and Chief Engineer’s 
attention confequently became’wigaged towards the fe r in e .:  the 
beach behind the Old^nsjle .was'fortified with a row of floping pali- 
fades i Waterport gateway was well barricaded, and a c/jcvavs-Je* 

fr ife  ordered to be got ready to place at the foot of Landport glacis : 
the ramp in the ditch was likewife removed ; and thofe batteries 
on the fea-Jine, which they conceived might probably be oppofed 
to the Enemy's attack, were infpedted, and put in the bell order 

o f defence.

T h e  Enemy, about the 1.2th, removed, and made a new arrange- 
ment of their ordnance in the forts and batteries along the coafts ; 
we fuppofed they were changing them for others of a larger calibre. 
T he 14th, feveral q f the large lliipsat Algeziras flruck their yards 

•and top-marts, and a great number of men appeared on board them ; 
which*mavements left us no longer to doubt, that they were intended: 
to be fitted up as F l o a t i n g  B a t t e r i e s  for the grand attack: 

this opinion was confirmed i n t h e  afternoon, by their beginning 
to cut down the poops of two of them. T he fubfequent day, three 
ftore-fhips,- the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and Charles, arrived 
from England, with powder, (hells, bedding, and timber. Three 
gun-boats, on their appearance in the G ut, went from the Point 

to  (peak t h e m b u t  the fliips hoifting French colours, and {landing 
for Algeziras* the boat* were deceived, and returned: the falfe 
colours were foon a|ter llruck# and Britifh difpjayed; and thejr 
arrived without oppofition. Th6 ncwr gun-fosiats which were 
launched, were, on this occafion, of particular fervice; and before 

night, nineteen hundred barrels of powder were fecured in our 
magazines. T he Enemy, on, the 17th, opened thirteen large port
holes in the larboard fide of:,oim? of the Chips at Algeziras, and feyen 
in another.
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T h i i r  operations new in the Advanced works almoft totally 

ceafed j their whole attention feemoi’occupied by the fhips at Alge

ziras, and by arrangements in.their camp^. Cannon and variety o f  
military ftores were landed beyond Point Mala, and a ftrong party 
was employed in erecting a large building near the landing-place, 
which we conjeitured was for an hofpital. T he firing on both 
fides varied as circumftances directed. Three men of the 58th 
regiment were miffing, on the 19th ; and a party being immediately 
fent in queft of them, their bodies were found dafhed to pieces 
behind the rock ; the rope by which they were to have defcen&oi,.. 

being many yards too fhort. T he Enemy were very a&ive about - 
their fhips; eleven port-holes were opened in the fide o f a third j 
and on the 21ft, they began to ftrengthen their larboard fides with 
fome materials which appeared like junk. The elafticity and refift- 
ance of thi& article rendered it very eligible for the purpofe. On the 

land fide they continued collcdting brufh-wood from all parts of the 
country, and had ftrong parties at work, making fafcines. A t the 
landing-place, ftores of every fpecies were daily difembarked. On 

the other hand, the Garrifon, with unwearied affiduity, made various 
difpofitions to repel their attack. T he Jloping palifades at Waterport 
by this time were'finished, and the gateway barricaded, excepting a 
fmall paffage for the tic k e t .  T o  this poft the Governor feemed 
particularly to attend. T he intentions of the Enemy were no longer 

myfterious: every preparation was therefore made to give them a 
warm reception: an additional number of grates for heating /hot, 
were made and diftributcd along the L ine-w all; and the Navy 
lowered their yards and top-mafts,. t a  be in readinefs to a d  on ihore 
at a moment’s notice.

A p r  i  v a  t  »  x e b e q u e  arrived on t h e  2 5th from Leghorn, with
a Corfican officer and twelve privates, who came to offer their 
fervices as volunteers during the approaching attack$ which the

Governor



Governor Accepted, and orderJri them to be entertained by different 
regiments till the others arrived*, who, they informed us, were on their ^  
pafiage. In  the evenijj^ a large building, to the eaft of the Cata
lonian camp, took fire, and was totally confumed: it had formerly 
been a barrack, but Wte now, as the deferters informed us, a granary 
for forage and corn. W e numbered at this time upwards o f a hun
dred pieces o f  cannon in the artillery-park of the Enemy. The 
25th, the engineers began to mine a gallery from a place above 
Farringdon’s battery (W illis’s), to communicate through the rock 
tpe. notch or projection of the rock, below Green’s Lodge, in which 
the Governor pfopofed to make a battery. The 26th, another vefiel 

d riv ed  from Algiers, and brought letters, acquainting us that i t  was 

univerfally believed in Spain, that the Garrifon, from the magnitude 
o f the preparations for the attack, inevitably muft be taken before 
the end o f July. T he lame dayabout noon, a large fleet appeared 
from jhe eaft, upwards of a hundred fail of which we obferved in the 
evening enter the Bay, and anchor between the river Palmones and 
Algeziras. T he fucceeding morning we were enabled to make our 
obfervations on them : three were large and armed, one of them 
with a flag at her m izen : the reft were fhips with troops on board, 
and fmall polacres and fettees, fuppofed from theh- appearance to be 
laden with ftores. In the courfe of the 27th, 28th, and 29th, they 
landed, it was imagined, about twelve battalions; which, calcu
lating at about feven hundred and fifty to each battalion, amounted 
to about nine thoufand men, if  the regiments were complete. As 
the troops difemharked, they encamped in the rear o f the fecond 
line, extending towards the horfe-barrack now called Bueua-Fijla, 
which, we underftood from the laft deferteris, had been fitted up for 
the Commander in Chief’s quarters; others of them ocdupied the 
ground on the left of the fir ft line, and on the right of the Catalo
nians, in an obtufje direction up the hill towards the Queen of Spain’s 
cljair. Large- parties were detached to land .the military ftores.
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A f l a g  o f  trucecame from the Jlnem y on the 2$th, with alerter 
from Mr. Auderfen, a  merchant w^o had left the •Garri'fon feme 

days before, and had been taken cun his pa$*g5j to  Faro. Before the 
purport of the flag was known, the Governor, -tjpeaking to the officers 
iicar him, laid “  he fuppofed the Duke was Arrived, and had fent to 

“  fu m m o n  the Garrifon j but be fhould give him a (hort anfwer, 

“  No,— No, and hoped the gentlemen” (addreffing himfelf to the 
Officers prefent) “  would all fupport him”. H e had not, however, 
an opportunity of being fo fpiritedly laconic. The day following, 

we perceived a new encampment between the Catalonians andS&s 
left of the firft line, and great additions were made to thole mentioned 
before. Six of their battering-fhips were now in hand, and an uni- 
verfal a&ivity was obferved throughout their camp. T be firing oft 

both fides varied very little : if  there were any difference in the 
number of rounds, the Garrifon had the advantage. Our Engineers' 
at this time were employed in repairing the damaged and Uneven 
platforms on the fea-line batteries, and the Artillery in difpofing of 
the heavy ordnance,, where they would a£fc with greater execution 
'and effed. Scarce a day now parted but veffels of all denominations 
arrived in the Bay, at the Enemy’s camp y the generality of which 
feemed laden witfi military ftores and materials for the fiege.

Juw® did not commence with- any thing extraordinary. The 
2d, Brigadier Staiiton died o f  a coup de foleil. The Enemy, the 

followifig day, pitched feveral large tents to the fouthward of 
Algeziras, for fhe accommodation of the workmen employed in 
fitting up their fhips. T he 4th , being his Majefty’s birth-day, 
the k ft o f our new gun*-boats was* launched and at noon the 
whole feed a felute^, commencing with k falvo of forty-four guns 
(hotted, from the north front of the Garrifon r the Enemy's batteries 

inftantly returned: our landpfirc, and in fo fmaft a manner as to

convince
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convince us, they had prepared to retaliate. T he following are the 
names o f the gun-boats, and fhijre from which they were manned.

From the
Brilliant
frigate

'  Revenge one pr. 21 Men
Defiance one zi^do. 21 do.
Rcfolucion one 18 ao. 21 do.
Spitfire one 18 do. 21 do.
Dreadnought one 18 do. 21 do.
Thunder one 18 do. 21 do.

From tlic 
Porcupine 
frigate

Europa one a i  p \  a i Men 
Terrible one 18 do. i Jdo.
Fury one 18 do. 21 do.
Scourge one ) 8 do. 2 1 do.
Terror one 18 do. a i  do.

From the )
§peedwell > Vengeance one 1S do. 21 do. 
d t t e r  J

jfJ&N  the 5th, three rows of double tenfs, ten in each row, were 
p^ched near Barcelo’s battery, at Algeziras. Mr. M ‘Gregor, a 

volunteer in the 73d, was wounded the fame day by a fhell j of 
which article the Enemy’s artillery, within a day or two, had been 
more profufe than ufual. T he 6th, Captain Wideburg of Redon's 

Ivas wounded in the Queen’s lines. On thp 7th, our artillery 
pradifod from the King’s baftion, with red-hot Jbot, againft the 
Iriihman’s brig, which was ftranded at the back of the Old mole. 
In the firft round, one of the artillery-men putting in the {hot, 
the fire by fome means immediately communicated to the cartridge, 
and the unfortunate man was blown from the embrafure in fome 
hundred pieces: two others were alfo flightly wdunded with the 
unexpeded recoil of the carriage. T he pradice after this accident 
w a s  difcontinued. In  the evening, a fliell fell into a quarter in 
town, and carried away part of a chair, iu which Enfign M'Kenzie, 
of the 73d, was fitting; it immediately burft in the room below,, 
and lifted him and the chair from the floor, without farther injury.

T he Enemy’s irva&ivity in ‘their advanced batteries was fuffi- 
ciently compenfated by their diligence and celerity at Algeziras- 
fix fhips were now in great forwardnefs, and on the 10th they began 
upon’another, interval o f tranquillity, as we may ciU it,

the E n tm y h a d  not quite difcontinued their fire) the
Governor
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Governor tookadvantage, and erfployed it with indefatigable zeal 
ia  completing the works o f thefearrijfon* batteries bearing
on Waterport, which appeared to be ̂ hjserand objedt of defence, 
were opened in the Moorifh caftle : a caiToned battery was alfo 

ereded at Upper Forbes’s, and fome alterations made in the Lines : 
moveable palifades, with calks of earth, fand, &c. were diflributed 
in various parts along the line-wall, to be ready in cafe a breach 
fhould be effected ; and the outworks at Landport underwent fome 
.advantageous alterations. Tw o or three men about this time 
.attempted to defert j but they were all retaken.

O n the n t h ,  .between ten and eleven o’clock, an unlucky meli 

cfrom the Enemy fell through the fplinter-proof, at the door of .the 
.magazine on Princefs AnneVbattery (W illis’s), and burfting, com- 
.raunicated to the powder, which inftantly blew up. T he explofion 
was fo violent as to fhake the whole rock, and throw the materials 

on both fides an almoft: incredible way into the fea. Three merlons 
on the weft flank of the battery, with feveral unfortunate men 
who had run behind them for fhelter, were forced down from 
the level of the platforms into the Prince’s lines, which, with the 
Queen’s below,* were almoft filled with rubbifh. Another magazine 
near it happily efcaped, though the door was thrown open by the 

rexplofion. Our lofs by this dreadful accident was chiefly among 
the workmen who were employed on the flank of the battery: one 
drummer, and thirteen rank and file, were killed j three ferjeants, 
three drummers, and nine rank and file, wounded. Immediately 
after the report of the explolion, and on the appearance of the large 
column of ftnoke, the Enemy gaVe a loud huzza : their drums 
beat totarms in  the camp j and fome perfons ayer, tlj^t their fir ft 
line a%nbi|ed, a n ^ w e ic  a & u a l l y t o w a r d s  Fort 
St, .f? h i% ,# u t afterwards returned. As the <^»gineer§, after. the 

.accident, got together remains of the party, to eftedually fecure
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the magazine which had fo mira\iloufly cfcaped, the Enemy cor* 
tiaued the cannonade the remainder of the day j and, as if  fate was * 
refolved at that particula^tipie to fport with our anxiety, in the 
courfe of this firing, jtwo other fhells fell upon the remaining 
magazine, and one infca the very fplin ter-proof in front o f  the- 

door: happily the latter did not go through} fo r,. if it had, this 

magazine might have fhared the fate of its neighbour, and the. 

whole of the batteries at Willis’s, have probably been materially* 
injured. Princefs Anne’s battery, the flank of it excepted, wad not* 

vcojj|Uerably damaged: the caifloned merlons were much fhaken,.
the battery filled with rubbifh ; however, before night the. 

whole was cleared away, and feveral rounds fired from that battery, 
as well as from the other batteries, to convince the Enemy that' 
the misfortune was not of fo much importance as they probably 
iiiiagined : indeed, from fo dreadfuF an accident, it was wonderful' 
that theinjury*was not of greater confequence.

T h e  Navy, on the 13th, under the direction of the Engineers,, 
began to caiffon the weft face of the New-mole fort. About 
fun-fet,. a foldier of the 58th regiment, who had lately joined in the 
Vernon, deferted from Landport: at night a picquet was ordered 
to reinforce that guard. T he 14 th, a French frigate, with eighteen 
or nineteen polacres, &c. arrived in the Bay. The fame afternoon, 
a xebeque*, returning to Algeziras, from the eaft, ftood in fo clofe 
to the Garrifon, that fhe was perplexed by the eddy-winds, and 
remained a confiderable time ftationary : the Garrifon fired upo» 

her, and th$ gun-boats were manned, and rowed out to attack her 
but two o f  the Enemy’s boats, coming to her afliftance, towed her 
head round; and foon after, a breeze carried her out of all danger. 
I f  our boats had got out a little earlier* fhe might have been roughly 
handled •, and fome were fanguine enough to think fhe migfathave 
been taken .

S I E  G E O F 1 B R A LTA R. 43 9



H I S T O R Y  O F t f T . H E ,. L A T E

A* b o a t #  were coaftantly d e c k e d  by the Navy at nigfct-fall, to 

row g&ard at fome diftance from me Garrifon, and give information 
o f th e  approach of the gun-boats, or^jfuv other veffels, curiofity 

-often prompted them to approach the Enemas-iliore * and for fome 
preceding nights they reported, that they hprfrd, at Algeziras, a noife 

like that of men hard at work j whence we concluded, their impa
tience to finifh their battering-fhips made them embrace all opportu
nities, both by day and night. T he 16th, a new camp was obferved 
between the Grand magazine and the Orange-grove. The battalion 
which occupied it were fuppofed to be difembarked from the Ikyll 
.convoy which arrived on the 14th. At night, a noife of bo>A.0 
was diftin&ly heard from our prarnea, at fome diftance in the Bay : 
i t  however ceafed on a gun being fired towards that quarter. This 
circumftance occafioned new fignals to be appointed for the prames. 
T he 97th regiment,, on th$ 17th, for the firft time,, gave a picquet 
of forty men. T he following day, Hardenberg’s regiment was 
offered, in cafe of an alarm, to adt with the 58th a t Europa, 
inftead of marching to town. In the afternoon, a French convoy, of 
Upwards of fixty fail, under three frigates, anchored in the Bay, off 
the Guadaranque, from the eaft. As moft of the fhips had troops 
.on board, we concluded it was the French reinforcement, of which 

we had received previous information. T he  following evening, 
jfeveral Spanifh and French general officers, with their fuitesi ififited 
the lines; where they remained, excepting one General, who, accom
panied by an artillery officer and an engineer, came forward to the 

advanced works, and flood fome tiiite in f«>^ of the St. Martin's 
battery. A t  this time, a groupe o f Mofe who remained in the lines 
were affembled on "the glacis: our artillery thought proper to give 
them a fhot, which the General in the advanced works probably took 
AS a hint to retire; for heimmediately pulled off his Hat, findreturoed 
into« the battery. T his circumftance ferved to confiiro u s in o u r  
^conje&ures, that the reinforcement was Frctichj and it was com-



pwtcd to be about five thoufani'ji men. Soon after the above fleet 
arrived, five gun-boats approached very near the town, apparently 
out o f bravado, to dSrnoff’ftrate to their new friends how contemp- 
tuoufly they confiderwd u s ; but a few rotftids taking efled, they 
retired in great confufion, and moft likely paid dear for their arro

gance. Tije 20th and 21ft the French troops dilcmbarked, and 

encamped to the eaft of the Stone quarry, immediately under the 
Queen of Spain’s chair.

As a f f a i r s  were daily becomi»g more fcrious, the ferjeants, and 

drummers o f the Garrifon as were able, were ordered, in cafe 
o f  alarm, to turn out with firelocks and accoutrements; which were 
accordingly delivered to the different regiments from the grand ftore. 
T h e  Governor feemed determined so have no idle hands in the place 
a t fuch a critical time, Muficians, who befoi-e had been exempted 
from duty, alfo returned to the ufe of the firelock and fhovel.

T u b  morning of fhe 21ft, two Genoefe, formerly inhabitants of 
the Garrifon, who had been taken by the Enemy in a fettee bound 

for Gibraltar, made their efcape in a boat from .a prifon-fhip at 
Algeziras. They informed us that the grand attack was fixed to be 
in September i but that all, both failors and foldiers, were much 
averfe to the enterprife. In  the afternoon, two General officers again 
viftted the lines; and we remarked, their guards did not relieve at 
their ufual hour, bu t probably came down after twilight. From 

tlic 19th to tlic a jft* the Enemy's fire daily dimini/hed; and on the 
22<it ab o u t.f iv f tin th e  evening,: their batteries were totally filent. 
T his &dden c«flatipn induced us to conclude that the Duke de, Crillon 

had aflumed the command of the C ombined  A r m y .
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Spaniards very atfivein completing their battering-Jhips.— The nephew; 
of the celebrated Corfican general, Pqfcal Paali, arrives at Gibraltarr 
and offers, with others of bis countryment to aSt as a volunteer duritig 
the fiege.— Enemy after great preparations commence tbe additioitt*?̂  
works on the Ifihmus.— Letters between the Duke de Crillon anfr 
General Eliott.—Enemy's works are by accidentfet on fire, •which 
induces the Duke to protest them by a temporary cannonade.— The 
Britifh feamen landed and formed into a Marine Brigade.—Aftive 
operations o f tbe befiegers.— Some o f the battering-Jhips retnovt tov 
the Orange-grave, where tbe Enemy begin, to affemble their maritime 
forces—Lieut. General Boyd recommends an immediate trial o f hot 
Jhot, tbe fuccefs of which provokes tbe Enitmy to open their near 
batteries before they are completed*-—'the Combinedfleets o f France 
and Spain arrive in the Bay o f Gibraltar.—T h e  grand a t ta c k .  
— The battering-Jhips defrayed\ and the Enemy refcued from inevi
table death by the gallantry o f tbe Marme Brigade. Conduit o f 
the befiegers after their defeat, iiU their fmall craft difyerje,

T H E  Court of Madrid, whole whole attention feemed bent uponr 
the recovery of Gibraltar* had hand all* her atfeapw,
whether by fea dr Jand. totally iad3Te<atu*J, andthe rê eated dwfgraee 
which her arms had ijrffered, could hot fea to mollify Her pride. 
The cruel and waMtert deftm'ftion d t the town had tended to rfo 
other purpofe, than to refifCfc difhonour on her mea£ures, in the eye 
of Europe. Pride and revenge therefore now urgedherto jthe utmoft 
exertions of her power and flull, fo that no means wereneglc&ed,

nc



expence was fpared, to infure fuccefs. Her treafures were laviftily *78*.
expended j the labour of the nation was exhauftcd in the magnitude 
o f  the preparations: .and 'her whole naval and military force now 

appeared dire&ed toj|he recovery of that natural and ancient appen

dage of the Crown.

T h e  Duke de Crillon, lately returned from the conqueft o f Fort 
St. Philip, who had formerly commanded at the Spanifh lines before 
Gibraltar, and . was perfe&ly acquainted with the fituation of the 
garrifon , was appointed to conduct the military force to be employed 
aq this arduous and iaterefting enterprife. W ith him were joined 
M onfieurd’ Arfon (a French engineer of great repute), and Admiral 
Moreno. T he former had proje&ed a plan, which had met with 
the  approbation o f his Moft Catholic Majefty, for attacking the 
place with battering-fhips, conftru&ed upon fuch principles, that 
they tfrcre equally confidered as impregnable and incomhujlibk and 
from the prodigious powers of which, little elfe was expedted than 
almoft die annihilation of the G arrifon: the latter, had rendered 
himfelf equally eminent with the General in the preceding conqueft 
of Minorca. Under commanders of fuch diftinguifhed ability, aided 
by every combination o f force which human invention could devil c% 
we peed -not in the leaft wonder at the flattering idea, univerfally 

formed by the nation^ of the event.

G e n e r a l  E l i o t t , on the oppofitc fide, unavved by the im
pending ftorm, provided for every circtimftance which might occur : 

though;^fujfttfttrided oft ew»ry .hand with Enemies, and far diftant 
relief *arid affifferice > yet he repofed fuch con- 

licence in .ti^& igot& ir'ind united exertions of the little army under 
l i is  coramaftd, wijoto -he had a l r e a d y -found fuperior to the grcateft 
hafdlliips, that he *was not apprehenfive of trufting the e^lllt to the

I i 2 decifioii
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decifion o f that fortune, which h /d  been fo often favourable to  the 
interefts o f the Garrifon-.

T h e  24th of June, the Garrifon began: to ^radtife parapet-firing’, 
with ball, at cafks placed at different diftaifices in the Bay. ' Two 
days following, the Enemy’s cannon were all under metal * and 
their advanced fen tries and guards wese reinforced. A t Algeairas 
they ftill continued to work on feven- fhips j and in camp numerous 
parties were employed- in landing great quantities o f  ftores, and in 
ranging Ordnance, &c. in their artillery-park. Early on the morn- 
ing of the 27th, the Captain of the Queen’s-lines guard challengf J  
two perfons who had. approached to Forbes’s barrier * one o f  whom, 
finding they were obferved, cried out in French, ** Don’t  fire!” 
after which both inftantly ran pray  towards the lines. In  their 
retreat one o f  them fe ll; and his cloak coming* unfolded^ our fcntries 
could diftinguiih that his uniform was w liite ; which ckcuiiiftanc^ 
added to that of their fpeaking French, induced us toeanclude they 

were Officers/>f that nation. A perfon of diftin6tion, fuppofed t© 
be the D uke de Crillon, on the 30th, vifited the lines and advanced 
works. Our artillery, fifed a Ihot over him and his fuite, to fhew 
theaa that they were obferved. A* night,, a foldier o f the 56th* 
attempting to defert fromtheSignal-.houfeguard* wa^dafhed to pieces 
in his defcent. T he next day, hia body was expofed as a public 
fpcdacle, to intimidate others, from provokingfa fimilar fate.

In  the beginning o f  Juljr,. M p  had been in hand?

two or three days j and the were a t  w orko% the
tops of thofe which were in th e  grcatcft forwardjiefs, placin^jirong 
timbers, in form o f  z dos d ’fo e^  to  feme as b em b -p tm fa  A t liight 
they raifed their parallel fevm l fafcines in height,# bankedit up 

in f ro n # % i^  fand. T h b u g h th e  Bnemgt’s batteries had continued 
filent fince « b  2 2d of June, the Garrifein perfevered .in a % iik  dif-
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charge, direding their fire to aty parts of the lines, as well as the *7?*.
Inly*

advanced works. The evening of the 2d, a party of the Enemy 

advanced to Bay-fide barrier; but feveral rounds of grape, which 
were fired from W illrj’s, foon forced them to retire. The fucceed- 
ing evening they again attempted to take poft there, and met with 
a fimilar reception. Our Navy, under the diredion of an engineer, 
about this time repaired the boom of Waterport, and funk anchors 
in the fliallow water at the back of the Old mole. The Enemy, 
though we expeded it, never molefled them in this duty : indeexl 
*<hey feemed too intent upon their own operations, to pay attention 
fc any o f ours.

T h e  fuccefs attending our progrefs in the gallery above Farring- 
don’s battery, produced the idea p f  making a communication from 
the extremity o f the King's* to the Queen’s hnes; ami on the 6th, 
a party of miners began this new fubterranean paffage. Early the 
day following, a brig, coming in from the weft, was taken by a 
xebeque, and carried into Algeziras, If-the mafter of this veffel 
had aded prudently, he might probably have efcaped. On his firll: 
appearance he coafted under French colours j but being abreafl of the 
Point, and oblerving a felucca Handing out to  /peak him, he hoifbd 

Britifh, and fired a fhofc. T his ctrcumfta nee fpread the alarm : four 

or five gun-boats immediately rowed out, and oppofed her paffage, 
till a xebeque came up and ran her aboard.

T h e  afternoon of the 18th, an extraordinary inftanee of gallantry 
and prefence of mind occurred a t the laboratory adjoining the South 
balii©^ An artillery-ttian (named Hartley) was employed in the 
lab&ratory, filling fhells with Carcafs compofition, and driving fufes 

W o  five and a h a l f  and fix-inch fhells: one of them, by fome 
accident, took fire rn^he operation} and although he 

wifc fufEoantlcd with unfixed f«|es, loaded Ihells, compofition, &c.

with
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juiy’ with the moft aftonifhing coolnefj he carried ou,t the lighted, ihell,
• y w  and th rcw  it where it could do little or no harm ; and two feconds

had fcarcely elapfed before it difplodcd. I f  the ihell had burft in the 

laboratory, it is almoft certain the whole would have been blown up; 
w hen the lofs in fixed ammunition, fufes, &c. Sec. would have been 
irreparable, exclufive o f the damage which the fortifications would 
Iiave fuffered from the explofioh, and the lives that might have been 
loft. H e was handfomely rewarded by the Governor. T he »ight
o f  the 10th, a foldier of De la M otte’s, who had been miffingfrom
the 5th,*was difcovered by the quarter-guard of that regiment ftealing^ 
bread from the men’s ten ts: he was inftantly purfued, but covrttf 
not be overtaken : the next day however fee was found concealed in 
a  cave. Tw o others had alfo been retaken within a few preceding 
days. Such attention had been paid to fcarping the back of the 
rock, that it was little fliort of madoefs in  thefe wretches, a t this 
period, to attempt defertion.

S o m e  experiments were made, in the beginning o f th is montfy, with 
large ftones, cut to fit the calibre of a thirteen-inch mortar. T he 
ftones had a fmall hole drilled in the centre, which being filled with 
a  fufficient quantity of powder, they were fired with a  fhort fufe, to  

*burft over the Enemy’s works ; and the fragments were expected to 
do fome damage, as well as alarm their workmen. I t was an unufual 
mode of annoyance, and for its novelty was ufed for fome time, but 

was foon laid aftde. The n t h  in the afternoon, four failors, under 
pretence of vifiting fome fifhing-pots, deferted to the Enemy. Tw o 
•of them were concerned in the confpiracy to run away with the 
Speedwell cutter, as mentioned, fome months before. T he following 

-evening, a ferjeant c f the j z d  regiment, who had abfcnted himfelf 
feveral days from his corps, and  who, previous to his abfence, "hid 
left a letter fignifying his intention to defert, was retaken half way 

•down the 4TQck, between Charles t%;ASth^ wall and M eant Mifeiy.

' He
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i »tb; 
July.

A d e s e r t e r  from the regiment of Bechart Ĵ arae in on the 14t h: 
he acquainted us, that the Duke de Crillon had aflutned the command 
of the fiege, and that General Don Alvarez had quitted the Camp; 

that the Combined Army con fitted of forty-five battalions of infan

try, irfcluding eight French battali^H, two battalions of Spanifh, 
and four companies of French artillery, befides cavalry; but, owing 
to defertion, their numbers were confiderably diminiihed. The 

battering-fhips, he faid, were to have on board French artillery; 
and it was reported they would be completed in about fix weeks, 
the time we had calculated, ourfelves, from obfervationc on their 
pragref9. About th k  period, additional forges for heating foots were 
eftablifhed in different parts of the Garrifon, ^with all the proper 
apparatus. T he 15th, the Enemy laid a boom of fpars from the 
breakers north of the ifland at Algeziras towards the northward: 
fome few days afterwards it was confiderably lengthened, and the gun

boats were ranged in front of i t : a boom w »  alfo placed between 
the ifland and the main .land. W e concj/ded thefe obftrudtions 
were intended to defend tflpir battering-^fips from any attempts we 
might ittake (before they \ ; r e  completed) to dcfttoy them. The 
fame day an embrafure was opened in the face of the rock, com
municating with the gallery above Farringdon's : the mine was 
loaded With an unufual quantity of powder, and the explofion was 

fo amazingly loud, that almoft the whole of the Enemy’s camp 
turned out at the report: but what n w l l  their furprife be, when 
they obferved \sjjience the fmoke iflued !— The original intention of 
this opening was to communicate air to the workmen, who before 
were almoft fufFocated with the fmoke which remained after blowing

the

H e was fo fituated as to be unable to defcend or return, and was at 
leiigth obliged to cry Tor afliftance; which being heard by the guard 

at the former poft, fearch was made /or the unhappy man, and he 
wasaA*r wards executed.

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  *4.7



the different m ines; but on examining the aperture more clofely, 

an idea was conceived of mounting a gun to bear on all the Enemy's 
batteries, excepting Fort BarBaca: accordingly orders were given to 
enlarge the inner part for the recoil; and, when finiihed, a tp< *nty- 
four-pounder was mounted.*

T h e  18th, a  foldier o f the 56th regiment, who had efcaped from 
the quarter-guard fome days before, and who, it is imagined, had 

endeavoured to defert, fWrendered himfelf voluntarily to the main 

guard. *One of the f.8!.h, ari^fsanother of the 97th regimen 1 , had 

got off in the former part of the month : the difcouragement. 
however, which had of late attended thefe deluded wretches, we 
were in hopes would now deter others from attempting to abandon 

their colours at this critical j  unsure.

O ur Artillery, as the firing was very inconfxderable, were now 
chiefly engaged in preparing fhells and carcaffes to be ufed againft the 
Enemy’s fhips.* Tfi<f Engineers were alfo equally indefatigable in 
their department. O n the part of the Befiegers, multitudes of 
mules were conftantty employed in  different duties in their camp, 
and large parties contii^ ued'to land military it ores and powder at the 
Orange-grove. T he 2Vth, the St. Philip’s Caftle and He&or cutter 
arrived from the eaftward, and communic tied the agreeable news of 
the enure defeat of the French fleet in t lx  Weft-IndieS^by^ Admiral 
Sir George Rodney, with the capture x>f the Ville de Paris, and 
the Frcngh Admiral the Count d e  Graffe. In  confequence of this

vi&ory,

'* This work was profeeuted with fuch fuccePs, that four, if  not five gun* were mounted in 
the Gallery, before the fubiequent September: and in a little more than twelve months from 
tli? day the Engineers commenced, it was advanced to the prtjeflkm of Jte Rock, where the 
Governor purpofed to make a battery; which afterwards was effeded, ajid u  nowdifHnguifhed 
by the name of St. Georgc’vUall. As.this wortclerful work was not however fiaiftied during 
the Author’s refiJence in Gibraltar, he will not pretend to give the Reader any further par
ticulars concerning it.
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vi&ory, a grand dilute was fired at noon and in the evening a fe u -  
de-joie, by the troops drawn up from the Grand battery to the New- 
mole fort. Signor Leonetti, nephew to Pafcal.Paoli, the celebrated 
Corfican General, with two officers, a chapjain, and fixty-eight 

jjtfiwnteers, came as paffengers in thefe veffels^ to offer their fervices 
to the Governor. In the courfe of the fame day, our Engineers began 
to fix a chevaux-de-frtfe from the foot of Lansport glacis, adjoining 
W aterport, to the floping palifades on the caufeway; and thence to 
be continued acrofs the Inundation to tktf* advanced covert-way, 

Jjwwii^g to Lower Forbes’s barrier. T he Enemy did not rnolcft tht* 

pan y  on this d u ty ; which to us appeared veiyxxtraordinary.

A b o a t  arrived, on the 26th, with two packets from Faro, which 
^mentioned, that the Enemy’s preparations for the attack would be 
»complete by the middle of Auguft*, and that 3II the boats along the 
coaft in the Vicinity of Cadiz were already erigaged to embark troops 
for the expedition. A  private letter by thisiboat gave us fome 
general information of the immenfe preparation/ wfncJr\vere making, 

and fome idea of the conftru&ion of the new-invented veffels, which 
had infpired the Enemy with fuch confidence of fuccefs. It recited, 
** T hat ten fhips were to be fortified fix or Avcn feet thick, on the 
"  larboard fide, with green timber bolted^with iron, cork, junk, 

** and raw hides; whicV were to carry aans of heavy metal, and be 
** bomb-proof on the topi with a descent for the fhells to Aide off: 
** that thefe veffels, which they fuppofed would be impregnable, were 
** to be moored within half gun-fhot of the walls with iron chains; 
** and large boats with mantlets were to lie off at fome diftance, 
4t full of troops, to afiift, and be ready to take advantage of occur- 
“  rences; that the mantlets of thefe boats were to be forifted with 
** hinges to fall down, to facilitate their^lan^ing : that they were 
“  to have forty tj^ufand men in camp, and thd principal attack was 
*' to be made b f  fea, to be covered by a fquadf^n of men of war,

K k  ** with
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“  with bomb-ketches, floating-batteries, gun andjpiortar boats, &c. 

“  and that the Count d’ Artois, brother to the Kjpg of France, with 
“ odier great perfonages, was io  be prefent at the attack.”

T o w a r d s  the conclufion of the month, our attention was engar6vHi 
for feveral nights fucaeffively by a great noife on the Ifthmus, like 
that of a large body ov men at w ork : a few fight balls were thrown 
in different parts, to diicover whence it proceeded ; but we could 

never difcern any metiv except their patroles: it was therefore 
imagined* thefe parties wore employed within the lines. Thc^QjH, 

the wooden building/'in the navy-yard, at the New mole, were 
taken down, and removed to Ilolia, where they were afterward? 
re-eftablifhcd on an enlarged plan. As the communications along^ 
the line-wall, &c. to the northward, were expected to be much 
expofed to the Enemy’s fire whefi the fhips were brought before the 
walls, the Engineers,^about this time, began a covert-way along 
the rampart, from (grange’s baftion to the Grand parade, and thence 
to be contiuKcd*. '^Southport: this was done by clearing away the 
rubbifh from the old’ houfes immediately under the works, and 
filling others up, which alfo ferved as traverfes againft the land- 
batteries. Another ccVert-way was likewife made, to communicate 
from the Princcfs of Wales’s lines with the South barracks. The 
31ft, upwards of a h u n te d  covered wagepns came to the Enemy’s 
lines from the camp, fupp^ed to be laficn with ammunition and 
ftores for the batteries.

A p p e a r a n c e s  became daily more important, in the month of 
Auguft. T he Enemy’s artificers were remarkably diligent at Alge
ziras, and the cruifers became more attentive to the blockade. 
They were particularly- f&ipicious of every veflcl that came in fight 
from the w eft; the gun-boats were ftationed<rout as night- 
cruifcrs; which probably was the reafon why wt^iad not been for 
fome time vilited bV them. In their camp every 'perfoe.ieemed

employed;



employed; and^heir dep6ts of fafcines and pickets were very con
fiderable, notwithstanding the quantities continually removed to 
the lines. Nor were we lefs attive in*taking advantage of this inter

val ^ large and lofty traverfes were raifed along the line-wall j new 
‘imunications were made at W illis’s ; the flank of the Princefs
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Anne’s battery was rebuilt, and heavy metall mounted, to bear over 
W aterport. T he 4th, the Corfican Volunteers were formed into 
an independent corps, under Signor Leonetti, who was appointed 
Captain Commandant. T he company colififted of a Captain, and 

f l a v i n  Lieutenant, Firft and Second Lieutenants, one ’Adjutant, 
one Chaplain, four Serjeants, four Corporals^Two Drummers, and 

\fixty-eight Privates. They were armed with a fire-lock and bayonet, 

^rach a horfe-piftol flung on the left fide, and two cartridge-boxes. 

tThe Governer quartered them on Windmill-hill, and committed 

that poft to their charge.

As t h e  completing of the fubterranean coirlnunication from the 
King’s to the Queen’s lines appeared (fro n ^ h e  difficulty at that 
time attending the reinforcing of the latter, in cafe of an alarm) to 
be an object of great importance, the Governor, orj the 5th, ordered 

all the miners in the different regiments in|o the King’s works, to 
profecute it with greater diligence, and a /i ft in the gallery above 
Farringdon’s, which now extended a hurfared and forty feet in the 
folid rock. T he lame d a ^  the Eneniy removed the old marts out of 
feveral of the battering-fhips, fubflituting jury-mafts in their places. 
Three hulls now appeared nearly finifhed. T he evening of the 6th, 
the Governor thought proper, to detach a trufty ferjeant, with four 

,men, from Landport, to a recefs in the rock under the Queen’s 

lines, near Lower Forbes’s, with advance a fen-try to the
barrier, who was to liften attentively to wKatVivas tranfading upon 

the neutral grobi}//; but by no means to fire) except in his own
K k 2 defence.
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defence. This party was to withdraw at the g rg fb f  the morning, 

that they might not be obferved by the Enemy.

T h e  7th, came irwa deferter who bad been formerly in our ^rvicc 
at Minorca. He fwamj from behind Fort Barbara, and landed at*thc, 

Devil’s tower; near which place he met a f^atrole of cavalry, but, 
throwing himfelf on the ground, was not obferved. He faid the 
Duke was refolved to fire the 25th inftant ; and from the prodigious 

number of mortars mounted in the lines, reports were induftrioufly 
propagated in the can^p/ that our ordnance would foon be filfe^teu 

by their fuperior f i r^ a n d  the batteries beaten to powder. He further 

acquainted us, that there were thirty-four thoufand men in camp^ 
and but little intercourfe between the Spaniards and their Allies^ 
who were principally new levies^ and very little difciplined; con
cluding with a confirmation of the laft intelligence, thaf the foldiers 

in general fo difrelifb^ the bufinefs, that many daily ileferte'd with 
their arms into thw country. W e continued to fire a few light 
balls at nigh?, "tor i«jr the Enemy fhould make any addition to 
their advanced works, which,, from the immenfe quantity of mate

rials brought to the lines, we fufpedted would be commenced very 
foon ; and as it was apprehended their advances would be made to 
the eaftward, the guns\at W illis’s and the heights bearing towards 
that quarter, were loaded with grape, to/be more efFe&ual in the 
execution, in cafe they werck difcovered/ On the n t h ,  the yzd  
regiment, which was quartered in the baftions in town, independent 

of their quota towards the other duties pf the Garrifon, voluntarily 
offered to affift in making the new, covered-way from the Grand 
parade to Orange’s baftion ; and a hundred of them were immediately 
employed. T he Governor ̂ h^Y.ever, as a compenfation for their 
zeal, ordered them Jo'‘be paid as real-men, (that is ,^ o  receive two 
reals each per day; [which is equal, at par, to \b b u t gd. fterling) 
with the addition, f t  each man, of a pint of grog.

2Sa H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E
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T he Enemy, the 13th, got up the mafts and yards in feveral 
fhips, and bent theVails of two : but from the appearance of the 

■whole, we did not think they could be finifhed hy the 25th. Some 
few d|^s before, they lijied the upper port-holes/of the two-deckers 

tin j to protedt, as we imagined, the chepks of the ports from 
being burnt by theconf|ant firing of the cannon. In the evening, 

the 97th regiment furniftied, for th e ‘firft time} a working party of 
a hundred and twenty men, to remove fhip-timbers from the New 
mole, to Montague’s baftion, where the engineers intended to eredt 

a^m U ler for two guns.

v A b o u t  this time, a fpecies of influenza made its appearance on 
b«ird the frigates in the Mole, and foon communicated with the 
Garrifon. Its general fymptoms were fudden pains, accompanied 
With a dizzinefs in the head ; though others, were afiedted in a 
differenfmanner. For feveral days near a humored men were daily 

taken to the H ofpital; but bleeding, and a righ t’s reft, ufually 
removed it. It was attributed, at that time, id  tfKT extraordinary 
heat of the atmofphere, which was unufually warm, owing to the 
prodigious fires made by the Spaniards on the; neighbouring hills, 
and the ftagnant ftate of the air : but we hav& fince learned that it 
was univerfal over Europe; and we had ra/fon, at that time, to 
think the Enemy were no^lefs affedred byrf.

A  G e n e r a l  o f f i c e r ,  iuppofed t o  be the Duke, vifited, on t h e  

15th, the advanced w orks; which, we afterwards fuppofed, was to 
reconnoitre the ground, previous to entering upon the fucceeding 

additions which were made to the parallel ; for the fubfequent 
morning at day-break, to our great a ftcnifhment. we difcovered that 
they had raifed, during the preceding night/a^Tcry ftrong and lofty 
epaulement, i n ^ t i A t  about five hundred yarcft, connedting the 
parallel to the eaiJrfrn breach, with a commimicat.&i, near a thoufand

three

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  251

178*,
Auguft.
WVW



17*2,
Augutt.

three hundred yards long, extending from the x n ncipal barrier of 
the lines to the eaft end of the epaulem ent/ Their works now 

embraced each fliQre of the*ifthmus, and fully completed the firft 
parallel. The communication, or bayau 4as it was diftin^uiOied 
by our engineers), tpnfifted of calks filled with land, whiclt 
alfo thrown up in front, having traverfe^ at equal diftances in the 

rear, made of calks'and fafcines : but the epaulement appeared to 

be raifed entirely with land-bags, from ten to twelve feet high, with 

a thicknefs proportionable j and all together was a moft ftupendous 
work. - Its purpofe however was not immediately pointed 
eredl thefe new e d itio n s  in fo ihort a time, we computed, at a 

moderate calculation, muft have employed ten thoufand m en; whif h 
was afterwards confirmed to us by their officers: and for fo nuix*~ 
rous a party to be at work within eight hundred yards of the Ga/> 
rifon, and not be difcovered, muft appear, to a perfon not prefent, 
almoft incredible. M e  threw a few light balls whilft they-were at 

work, one of w hi/h, we afterwards learned, greatly alarmed them ; 
but, finding'^sy'w^re not difcovered, they refumed their occupation, 
and withdrew in the morning unobferved. The Spanifh gazette 

.defer.ihed this parallel as of two hundred and thirty toifes* in length; 
and added, that amiKkn Jix hundred thoufand fand-bags were ufed in 
raiiing it. The communication it mentioned to have been in length 

fix hundred and thirty tbi&s, and formed h£ fafcines and calks. T he 
Governor at night did nol, order an ipcreafe of firing on the new 
works : a few rounds were diichargecl, with feveral carcaiTes and 
light balls; but the latter were almoft immediately extinguifhed.

T h e  night of due 17th, the Enemy brought a great number of 
cafks, "pickets, and fafcines, to the rear of the eaftern communi
cation, which wasycriea iome little near the barrier. They alfo 
ereded three epauljGments with ihoulders, of faVvd^ags, for mortar-

batteries.
t  n toife it equal to our fathom, or fix feet.
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batteriev  the parallel. Two were to the weftward, add the 
third to the eaftwardApf. the Mahon battery.

T -h^m orning of thai 18th, wc obferved one/of the battering- 
•’A jj^-at anchor off Barcilo’s battery. About noon, the men of war 
at Algeziras were decorlted with dags, as was cuftomary on the 

celebration of a feftivalj and, what did not efcape our obfervation, 
the Englifh enfign was at the main-top-gallant tnaft-head of the 

Admiral’s /hip, with the Spanifh enfign flying triumphantly over it. 
SQArwt^ter, feven barges with crimfon awnings rowed from Algeziras 
t̂ > tWe Orange-grove, where they received o/V—board fome great 
ps\rfonages, and returned to Algeziras, efcorted by fifteen gun- 
b flts , which repeatedly fired falutes, as did the men of war : on 
tlleir return amongft the fhipping, the battering-fhips hoifted their 
ehfigns, and falutes were again fired by the rpen of war. The 
barges then pfoceeded to the battering-fhip'N'hich was anchored 
apart from the reft, where they remained fome iirae ; and on the 
company’s quitting the fhip, ihe fired a falute guns, and
the boats went along-lide the Admiral. About three, the battering- 

£hip got under way, and failed to the northward, part the flag-(hip: 
fhe endeavoured to fail back, but in vain; and was obliged to be 
towed to her fiation by ten gun-boats. At lu  o’clock, three barges 

only returned from the Spaoifh Admiral/*? the Orange-grove, and 
were faluted, and recondut^d with thy" fame cercmony as before. 
W e now imagined that the*Count d’Artois was arrived, and thefe 
compliments were paid in confequence o f his dining with the 
Spanifh Admiral. Our firing at night was very brifk. The fuc
ceeding morning we perceived that the Enemy had conftrudted nine 
traverfes adjoining the eaftern part o f jh e  epaulement, and haci* raifed 
the boyau with fafcines. T he epaulement foruVs^thcr mortar-battery 
was likewife enNjtedf in the parallel oppofite tfcjp Centre redoubt. 
At night the were heard hard at w or^ : our firing was

confequently
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confequently increafed by the addition of the Jpwer batteries: the 

Enemy did not return a fhot.

O n the 19th, \a fmall magazine b le w  11 b  in th e  Enemy’s^camp, 
near Buena-Vifta, which fet a hut on fire. About noon, a 
truce came from the D u k e: the officer apj eared to be a perfon of 
rank, as the boat had a crimfon awning, and the rowers were 

in uniforms. After paffing and repaffing feveral times, our boat 
returned with a prefent from the Duke to the Governor, of ice, 
fruit, vegetables, &c. The officers informed us that thdjfeJ^es 

fired the preceding-^ay were in compliment to the Count d’Artoi?, 
&c. The following was handed about as a genuine tranflation/bf 
the Duke’s letter on this occafion therefore, without vouching^r>r 

its authenticity, it is h e re  inferted, to gratify th e  curiofity of tlie 
Reader.

^56 H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E

“  SIR, Camp o f Buena-ViJla, I ytb o f Augufl, 1782.

S'
“  HIS Royal Highnefs Count d’Artois, who has received per- 

4t million from the King his brother to affift at the fiege, as a 
“  volunteer in the Combined Army, of which their Moft Chriftian 
“  and Catholic Majefties have honoured me with the command, 
*' arrived in this camp th<^i 5th inftant. /This young Prince has been 

“  pleafed, in paffing through Madrid, k  take charge of fome letters 

which had been fent to that capital from this place, and which 
“  are addrefled to perfons belonging to your Garrifon : his Royal 
'* Highnefs has defired that I would tranfmit them to you, and 
** that to this mark of his goodnefs and attention I fhould add the 
“  ftr6‘ngeft expreffions of_&fteem for your perfon and character. 
“  I feel the greate^V^leafure in giving this mark of condefcenfion 
“  in this auguft prince, as it furnifhes me w ^h /a  pretext, which 

“  I have been an.y,ioufly looking for thefe two hionths that I have

** bfedi



** b e e n  in camp, afiure you o f  the higheft cfteem I have conceived 
“  for your Excelleqcy, of the finc<;rcft defire I  feel o f deferving 
** yours, and of the pleafure to which I  look forward of' becoming 

“  y^ur friend, after I  flrnll have learned to render myfelf worthy 
i f  o f the honour, by |acing you as an enemy. His Highnefc the 
“  0 uke de Bourbon, ’>yho arrived here twenty-four hours after the 

“  Count d ’Artois, defires alfo that I ihould afiure you of his parti- 

“  cular efteem,

.,- *4 Permit me. Sir, to offer a few trifles for your table, of which 

l  am fare you muft ftand in need, as I kn/jw you live entirely
V  upon vegetables; I fhould be glad to know what kind you like 
,i* heft. I  fhall add a few game for the Gentlemen of your
V houfehold, and fome ice, which I  prefume will not be difagreeable 
>“  in the exceffive heat of this Climate atfthis feafon of the year* 
“  I hape you will be obliging enough toYpcept the fmall portion 

“  which I lend with this letter.

«* I have the hsttioar to be, &c.

“  B. B. D u c .d e C r i l l o n.”

" H is 'Excellency General Eliott, & c.”

S I E G E  OF G I B R A L T A R ,  a$7

T h e  barge which brought the lettd£ and prefent, ranged at a fhort 
diftance along the town, from off the Old-mole head to Ragged- 
ftaff, where fhe was {lopped by our flag j bu t being thought rather 
too near, as they might theneeW ke what obfervations they chofe on 
cur batteries, a  /hot was Bred over her from the Repulie pmna** upon 
which flw ro\yed % th er out in thcĴ » ^ 4 ^vaited at a eanfidemblc 
diftance for tlW etum  of our flag. T he night o fth e  19th, the Enemy 
raffed the femijifcular parapet of the place d'frmes joining the eaft 

J fa f liw ^ th § ^ r t. Carlos’s battery, with fand-l$i^ eight or nine feet
L 1 high,

17**,
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high, apparently for a battery: they alfo madarTome confiderable 
additions to the eaftern works. T he day following, a flag of truce 

went from the Garrifon with an anfwer to ibie D uke’s polite letter 
o f fhe preceding c t o y t h e  Governor's lett^- was reported tqjjw tp  

the following purpofe.

“ S I R ,  Gibraltar, Auguji tbe 20th, 1782*

“  I f in d  myfelf highly honoured by your obliging letter of 
“  day, in which your Excellency was fo kind as# to inform "me 
“  ©f the arrival in your camp of his Royal Highnefs the CourA 
“  d ’Artois, and the Duke de Bourbon, to ferve as volunteers at »  
“  fiege. Thefe Princes have ihewn their judgement in making 
** choice of4 a mafter in the art o£ war, whofe abilities cannojt fail to' 
«« form great warriop^. I am overpowered with the eondefcenfion 
“  of his Royal Higpnefs, in fuffering fome letters for perfons in this 
“  town to b» >«c^vWed from Madrid ,in his carriages. I  flatter 
“  myfelf that your Excellency' will give my moft profound refpedt 
“  to his Royal Highnefs, and to the Duke de Bourbon, for the 

“  expreffions of efteem with which they have been pleafed to honour 
“  fo infignificant a perfon as I am.

“  I  r e t u r n  a thoufand thanks to youp Excellency for your hand- 

“  fome prefent of fruits, vegetables, and game. You will excufe 
“  me however, I truft, when I afttire you, that in accepting your 
“  prefent I have broken through a refolution to which I had faiths 
“  fully adhered fince the beginning of the war y and.that was, never. 
“  to receive or procure, by any-means whatever, any provifions or 
“  other commodity own private ufe: fo that, without any
“ preference, every/thing is fold publicly heiWy^nd the private 
“  foldier* if  he havjj money, can become a p u r c h a ^  as well as die

& OuvemdH*



** Governor. I  cohlefs, I make it a point o f  honour to partake both 
u  o f  plenty and fcafcity in common with the lowdj: of my brave 
“  fellow foldiers. Thi^ furnilhes me with an ex^tfle for die liberty 
u  I now take, o f  entreating your Excellency not to heap any more 

favours on me of tms kind, as in future I cannot convert your 

** prefents to my own private ufe, Indeed, to be plain with your 
<e Excellency, though vegetables at this feafon are fcarce with us, 
“ every man has got a quantity proportioned to the labour which he 
“  has bellowed in railing them. T he Englifh are naturally fond 
M' of/gardening and cultivation; and here we find our amufemept in 
¥  it, during the intervals o f reft from public dirty. T he promife, 
“ ^which the Duke de Crillon makes, o f honouring me in proper time 
“jf and place with his friendship, lays me under infinite obligations. 
** T he intereft of our Sovereigns being once folidly fettled, I lhall 
*' with eagernefs embrace the fir ft opportunity, to avail myfelf of fa 
“ precious a treafure.

** I  .have the honour to be, &c.

M G . A . E l i o t t . ” 

** His 'Excellency tbe D u k e  d e  C r i l l o n ,  &&”

O ur Artillery, on the night o f the 20th, fired with great vivacity 
from the upper and lower batteries, in jail dire&ions ■, for the objefts 
now were fo divided, the parallel being upwards o f  half a mile in 
extent, that we could not always be ccftain where they were em
ployed. In  the morning we found they had raifed the boyau, and 
made fome alterations in the Weftern works. T he Enemy’s opera
tions were not now carried on in th^& m ^flow  manner as formerly: 
the Duke feemed determined to aft With vigoftk and aftoaifh us by 
the rapidity w it^m h ich  he railed his batteries* Hi* arjony Was 

and^ms orders ( if  we may credit rej^rt) with to

materials, jfipfimited. Every exertion was thcrej'orok uled to complete
- L i z  ^ them
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them with expedition. WhiHfc oar opponents were foa^tve, vrc 
£ £ i -  tm t on onf parts indolent or inattentive fc' the defence of the 

Qarrifon. T h e S ^ e  additions, of the B uepy  made confiderable 
alterations neceffary in the wot&s a rW iifk ’̂ i& c. O ttr parties were 
therefore augmented, and employed in ftren'thening the communi- 
catjons, repairing the fplinter-proo&, and o f  other important duties 
of the feme nature. Green’s lodge and the Royal battery were 
ordered to be caifToned with fhip-timber t thein  trenched covert-way 
from the Princefs of Wales’s lines wa& continued, and floping pali- 
fades.plated under thoHe pacts o f the line-wall, from the Eightvgur 
baftion to the New mole, which were not well flanked from above^ 
A boom of maffcs was likewife laid from the former to the head ^ f  

the watering-tank, and anchors funk in the (hallow water be twee r|" 
that Baftion and RaggejJ-ftafF.

T tfe  afternoon of the 21ft a carcafs from W illis’s fet fire to fome 

loofe fafcines in, the rear of the Eaftern boyau, which foon com
municated to the work itfelf j and the line for a confiderable extent 
wsia involved in the flames. Q n the appearance of the fmoke our 
lower batteries immediately opened, and a moft animated can
nonade was directed from the Garrifon. A party o f the Enemy, 
endeavoured to extinguifh the fire; but finding their efforts to ftop 
its progrete in vain, they gallantly pulled down the line, on each 

fide, to prevent the flames ffom ^reading ; which.they at length 
effe&ed, but not without confiderable lofs from our artillery. For 
fome time we imagined the Enem ywouldrem ain Jilent fpedfcators o f  
the conflagration; but an Officer arm ing  a t  the lines abouj: fix. 
o’clock, their batteries inftantly cetorned the fire, feconded foon. 
after By the new thirtecn-gujL^attery near the Tower u the latter, 
however, after four £»*l6ve difcharges, was filcnca^ by the Old* 
naole-head howita^afs# Our fire was fo b r i fk , \« d  fo weH ferved, 
that it exceeded $e irs  by four to one. AboutS^alf paftjeyea
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the flames burnt out : and crnr additional ordnance, as well as the 
Eoemy*s batteries, ceafed. lit this £hort firing theVU'eturned feven 
hundred and forty-thrle fhot, and thirty-eigfyr'ihells; and we 
expended in the twentytfour hours, including what were difcharged 
on this occafion, ninety barrels of powder. W e had three meri 
flightly wounded. In |h e  prior part of the day, thirteen feluccas 
arrived in the Bay frost the eaft: fome imagined they were intended 
for additional gun-boats y others, for debarking troops. The 22d, 
the Enemy had repaired the damage done by the fire the preceding 
^ay ; but in die afternoon a fimilar accident had nearly happened: 
a carcafs was thrown into the St. Martin’s battery, and took eflfeft; 
but the guard exerted themfelves with fuch activity and bravery, 
tha t it was foon extinguiChed, although our lower batteries were 
#again open to fupport it. T he Enemy were on |his day totally 
filent. # T he, fbcceding night, tliey drefftijp -and raifed. the new 

communication, and made fome additions to the eaftern part of 
the parallel: they were alfo at work in their new mortar-batteries ; 
and great quantities of materials were brought down to the lines,, 
and into the advanced works. •

T he  24th, the inhabitants in Hard/-tow n began early to remove 
their bedding, &c. towards E uropa: they#were confident, from 
tbe information of the laft deferters, that the Enemy would again 
open their batteries the fucceeding /lay, being the anniverfary of 
St, Louis i and no perfuafiorts could banifh their apprehenfions. 
They were however convinced, the following day, that the Duke 

was not prepared, whatever his intentions might have been fome 
weeks before.

T hb ilnemy being heard at work, on the night o f  the 24th,
In the morning we found they 

ipci^aifed ad<|*tfonal traverfes to the fand-bag vcpaulemcnt, which
now

178**
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«ow prdented a  formidablefeattisry ©f ;stieTY**fout fcpjbraifures* 
divided into & ur batteries o f  Fourteen co ib r^^es  csicli, and one 
o f  e igh t; le a v in g  fpace at the eaftern extr< imityf a* we concluded, 
fo r mortars. The original epau lemen t -remsl, fed «nti re, the additional 
merlons joining at proper intervals the ft  p $  ^ork , which ferved 
to  mafk the embrafures till the batteries ̂ were finilhed. Several 
■embrafures o f the eiglit-gun battery they had already lined with 

fafcines. Some additions were alfo made to the St. Carlos’s battery, 
•the parapet o f  which was lengthened towards the weft. T he 
folio wirfg night, the Enemy, notwithftanding a warm fire' frori: 
the Garrifon, eredted three large magazines, and began, a fourth,' 
in the rear of the fixty-four-gun battery : they likewife lined many 

o f  the embrafures with fafcines, and raifed a fand-bag traverfe to 
-cover the communication from the weft flank of the fixty-four- 
gun battery to  the parallel.

The 26th, the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and Charles ordnance- 
fhips, w ith the St. Philip’s Caftle, were ordered into the Mole to  
be run afhore till the attack was dccided. T he feamen belonging 
to  the frigates were employed alfo, about this time, in carrying fails 
and yards to eredt tents for a camp at Europa, where they were 
to be ilationed w hciythe Governor fhould think proper to order 
them  on fhore. In the evening about ten o’clock came in a deferter, 
an  Iriihman who formerly had been in our fervice : he fwam from 
the beach beyond.Fort St. Philip, and attempted to land at Bay- 

fide, but was fired upon by their advanced (entries. H e infowoed 
us it was reported that the Duke h id  intended firing on the ,35th, 
but was prevented from finUhing his batteries fo foon as he expedted, 
by the*heavy fire from the Garrifon j that in their endeavours to 
extinguifh the flames c a r 'th e  preceding 21 ft, the party had g a i n e d  
very confiderable loijs: a colonel s t u d . , - regiment 
fo which he belonged were killed. H e corroborated the iatgl-
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W e did not difcover'/any material additions the morning o f the 
2 7 th : a fifth magazine was eredted; alfo feveral traverfes in tbe 
rear of the parallel. Another of the batteritig-fhips anchored the 
fame day off Barcelo’s* battery, apart from the left : as fhe fwung 
round with the. tide, we had an opportunity ot viewing with 
glalfes the ftarboard-lide* which we perceived was not finifhed like 
the oppofite; the bomb-proof only extending about three parts*
Sver, leaving confiderable openings between the ftrong. uprights 
which Supported it from the deck, for the convenient reception of 
men, provifions, and ammunition. W e obferved, the fame day,, 
a great number of boats ranged along the (hore at Algeziras. In 
the afternoon, the Repulfe prame*came in*b the New mole; and. 
the fucceeding morning the Fortune and. Vanguard were likewiie 
withdrawn from the Bay. A t night the Enemy eredted a number 
of traverfes in rear of their parallel and battery, and finifhed fome 

interior work, as they had done the preceding night, though w« 
kept up our ufual fire.

T h e  Enemy’s fquadron was reinforced on the 28th with fix 
Spanifh line,-of-battle fhips and a xebeque, under a Commodore, 
fxom the weft. In the courfe of the day,, two t wenty-four-pounders, 
were taken up the hill to the gallejy above Farringdon’s, for the 
embrafures alrfeady opened; and four hundred additional workmen 
were ordered into the works. Upwards, of fix hundred men were 
at this time daily employed at Will is V, covering and ftrengthening, 
the flanks? like wife in forming new communications, with fgjiflter- 
proofs, traverfes, 6cc. as the new battery enfiladed moft o f  the old 
covered ways? and.rendered a thorough change neceflary in thofe 
works, before t^e artillery could be properly covered. T he com 

munications

ligence, by the laft deferter, concerning the number o f  men in camp> 

and refpe&ing the prevalence o f defsrtion.
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muaicatians in town and at the iouth were therefore difcontiotted, 
till the above were put in the bed; ftate of defence and fccurity. A t 
dufk, three iet§cants were polled upon the N o r t h , K in g ’s and 
S o u th  ba&ions,^h obferve and report the Artmiy’s figuals in camp, 
■And along the coaft. A t night, a deferter Ifrom the Walon6 came 

over in the fame manner as the laft. H e reported, that a very ftrong 

party was ordered for work th a t evening j tvhich induced the G o
vernor to increafe the firing from W illis's, the Lines, and lower 
batteries. H e further acquainted us, that we killed numbers of 
their wprkmen } and that the 15th o f  next month was fixed for 
opening upon the Garrifon j but that all, even the volunteers, were 
'adiftiearfened at the very thoughts of the attack. Ninety pieces of 
cannon, he likewife faid, were brought into the fixty-four-gun 
battery; which number was to be increafed, to fupply the place of 
thofe which might bcudamaged,' or over-heated. T he night of the 
28th, the Enemy raifed more traverfes, and began communications 
to  their magazines : a hundred and fifty-three of the former were 
erected behind the long boyau. They alfo worked upon the mortar- 
£>atteries.

I t  was about this"period, that the Spanifh twenty-lix-pounders, 
>with other guns of the fame heavy nature, were diflributed on the 
fea-line in room of ordnance of fmaller calibre, which were mounted 

in  their places againft the Enemy’s batteries. By this difpofition, 
the Duke would not have it'in  his power to return any of the fhot 
-we fired, as his cannon were all twenty-fix-pouriders ; and the 
•Governor was enabled to retaliate on their Shipping, thofe fhot which 
he had received from the land ; annoying them by this means with 
th^j^ow n weapons. Towards the conclufion o f the month, the 
influenza had almoft difappeared : the working-parties were there
fore reinforced, though the heavy duty o f the guards would with 
.difficulty permit i t ;  on the 29th, theEngincer$p<fraded upwards of

fewsntwr



feven teen hundred workmen, including non-commiffioned officers. 
T he Enemy, on the (night of the 29th, raifed n^erlons for four 
embrafures, joining the femicircular .land-bag entulement, eaft of 
St. Carlos’s battery. Sjpr battering-(hips were at anchor off Barcelo"s 
battery on the 30th. The fame day, our leamen were ordered on 
ihore, to encamp at Eijropa. At night, the Artillery, in addition 
to their former fire, opened the Grand battery : it did not however 
prevent the Enemy from platforming the fixty-four-gun battery, 
and making further additions to the mortar-batterics. They alfo 
lined with fafcines the embrafures of the femicircular four-gun 
battery. Many hundred mules were ftill employed in bringing clay 

and fafcines to the parallel. Our fire was very dellrucftive among It 
thefe animals, as well as their workmen; two,' three, and fome- 

times more of the former, being frequently feen dead on the fands 

a t day-break.

O u r  Engineers, by the clofe of the month, had extended Land- 
port cbevaux-de-frife to the caufeway, and begun the other acrofs
the Inundation. Carpenters were alfo engaged in caiffoning the

Royal and Green’s-lodge batteries, and railing new traverfes at thofe 
ports. T he Enemy’s fquadron in the Bay at tin’s period was as 
follows: four line-of-battle /hips* and one of fifty guns (on board 
of which was the flag)*, two frigates, three cutters, four botnb- 
ketches, and fmaller armed veffels, were at Algeziras: two fhips 
of the line were at anchor off the Orange-grove j and a frigate, 
\vkh an armed brig, was at Cabrita. T o  thefe we may add ih« 
hm m nF-iuips and gun-boats. Since two of the men of war had 

. 0
removed nearer the Enemy’s camp, boats full of foldiers were fre^ 

(jHcntly ohier/ed going on board them ; and as the guns wert-« î!S!nto 
he drawn hack from the ports, and fuddenly run out again, whilft the 
troops were on* board, we fufpe&ed that they were pra&ifmg to woik 
did guns, previoiA to their embarking 011 board the battering-fhips.

; M m  A f f a i r s
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t ? <t 2. A f f a i r s  feemed now drawing to*a crifis: and, as every appearance
indicated that the attack, would not long be deferred, the inhabitants* 
apprehenfive of ̂ Jcte confequences, were wonderfully adVive in fecuring 
themfelves and thkir property. T he Beficfers wrought hard the 
night oi» the 31ft: two crofs-communicatiofs, lined with fafcines, 

were thrown up from the long boyau, leadiifg to the parallel j one 

to the weftern flank of the fixty-four-gun battery, the other to the 
weft ward of the Mahon battery. Five traverfes were alfo ere&ed 

within each of the new mortar-battcries, and magazines for ammu
nition begun npar them , joining the parallel. W e imagined they 
were likcwife employed in bringing down ordnance to the advanced, 
works. Our artillery amufed them with a brifk fire j but the 
Governor rather objected to fuch a quantity of powder being at this 
time expended, as he was of opinion they were now too well covered 
in their batteries to b* much annoyed; and we might afterwards 
have more occafion for Jthe ammunition.

Sept. T h e  evening of the l f t  of September, a fmall boat, manned 
with Englifh failors, failed for Portugal. Lieut. Campbell, of the 
navy, failed in her with difpatches from the Governor for England. 
A t night, the finemy erected an epaulement of fand-bags, appa
rently for two guns, adjoining the weft flank o f the Mahon battery; 
and raifed, feveral fafcines in height, the new communications. 

Some ‘additions were likewife made to the magazines. Long firings 
of mules ftill continued bringing down fafcines and other materials, 
which were depofited in different parts o f  their works. W e imagined 
thefe animals alfo brought down ffypt and fhells, as their piles in 
tfye artillery-park were confiderably diminifhed. In the Garrifon,, 
our^fcfigineers were indefatigable in railing defences againft thefe 
formidable batteries j and coals were diftributed to the grates and 
furnaces for heating fhot.

W e



W e  perceived very little alteration in the operations of our oppo- 17?*, 

nents on the 3d: thetf lined the embrafures o f  th?.new  two-gun 

battery, and added to th e  crofs-comi’hnnications. 'In the courfe of 

the day, their fquadrorr was reinforced with two French men of war 

from the eaftward j wh|ch were cpndudted into the Bay by a Spanifh 

frigate. T he 4 th , 'th e  Enemy removed the guns from the two 
fourteen-gun batteries in the lines,’ and difrnounted moft of the 
ordnance in the mortar-batteries j probably to repair the beds and 

platforms. T he removing of the cannon from the former gave us 
no fmall pleafure, as we had experienced more fatal effe&s, during 

their late wanton bombardment and cannonade fromthofe batteries, 
than from any other in their lines. T he guns, we fuppofed, were 

brought forward to the parallel; for wc obferved ten in the eaftern 
extremity o f  the fixty-four-gun battery. In the forenoon, fixteen 
W its, with mantlets or barricades m the bow,* came from the river 
Paltnones, and anchored off the landing-place beyond Point Mala : 

thefe, we concluded, were for the fea-attack. About fun-fet, thofe 
battering-fhips which were finifhed, removed from Algeziras to the 
Orange-grove: they failed rather heavily, and ufed fweeps, not- 
withftanding the breeze. About the fame tinle, t.wo grand falutes 

were fired by the French men of war.

D u r in g  the night of the 4th, fhe Enemy’s parties maiked the 
fix weftern embrafures o f the St. Martin's battery, and raifed the 
parapet with fafcirteS, intending, as we imagined, to convert it into 
a mortar-battery, as fix mortars wpre feen, the preceding day, lying 
in the rear. T he howitzers were alfo removed from the Centre 
redoubt, And fome additions made to the epaulement, in fvont^jtf 
the St. PafchalVbattery, which was now completed for eight mor
tars. They likewife funk four deep excavations behind the eaftern 
boyau, as referyoirs for water, in cafe of fire. A t night, another 
battering-fhip j /n e d  the others at the Orange-grove : foon after-

M  m 2 wards,
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wards, the Enemy fhipped pov^der on hoard them from the 

pier. Early on the 5th, a large body of mfei* marched in a very 
irregular manner from Algeziras to the canpp. W e imagined they 
were the artificers who had been employe# upon, the {hips, and 
were encamped fouth of the tower ; half of/which camp was now 
flruck. During the day, twenty-nine fqqiare-failed boats arrived 

(under convoy of an armed brig from the wtfft), and, with .upwards 
of a hundred and twenty from Algeziras, affembled in a line off 
Rocadillo Point, at the mouth of the Guadaranque. A large float

ing battery was alfo towed out, and anchored at the entrance of thp 

Palmones. Towards evening, about five hundred men, efcorted by 
a body of cavalry, embarked from the pier, on board the battering- 
fhips : the lingular mode o f conducing them to the bcach could 
not fail to a ttrad  our notice, and to caufe in us fome degree of 
furprife. About eight in the evening, a deferter came in from thd 
regiment of Naples : he reported that the 8th was named for the 
grand attack, and that all hands were actively employed in com
pleting every thing in the feveral departments.

F ew  additions were perceived on the 6th : fome fand-bags were 
placed on the mortar-battery of the St. M artin’s. In the forenoon, 
more boats joined the others at RocAdillo, from the weft : the 
floating-battery was likewife towed to tlic: pier near Point Mala. 
T he Governor, the fame day, naade fome new arrangements in 
the Garrifon detail. An additional field-officer was ordered to 

mount in. the lines, to be independent o f the field-officer in town ; 
and the field officers of the day, ip future, were direded to meke 
.Ijich difpofi-tion of the guards, picquets, and ordnance in their, 
fev&fai-diftri&s, on every occafion, as appeared to be moft for the 
benefit of the fervice. A fubaltern was added to the New-mole 

guard, who Was* at night to he detached with twenty men to the 
Mole-head ; and the picquets in future were orderly to mount fully

accoutred,



accoutred, with ammunition complete. The 39th regiment Was 
alfo ordered to town ^he battalion companies io cncamp in South
port ditch, and the grenadiers and light infantry to be quartered 
in the picquet-yard bomb-proofs, before occupied by part of the 
72d regiment, who 0̂ 1 this difpofition joined the reft of their 
regiment in Montague’s and King’s baftions.

T he Enemy’s works on the land fide were now every hour 
advancing to perfe&ion; but the Duke’s attention towards com
pleting them feemed fo entirely to engage him* as in* a great 
meafure to prevent his taking the prudent precautions neceffary 

for their defence. T he advanced batteries in the parallel were either 
unfinifhed (though nearly completed), or undergoing fuch altera

tions, that the jnaterials in their vicinity greatly obftru&ed the ufe 
b f  the ordnance which were rooflntcd; and .their batteries in the 
lines (Except 'the forts) were in a fimilar fituation j the cannon, to 

permit the neceffary repairs, being totally removed from fome, and 

the mortars drawn back or diftnounted in others. The forts, and 
fome few mortar-batteries, were therefore the only defences left 
to prated  thefe immenfe works from infult and attack. This 

ftate of their works prepared an opportunity, in fome refpeds 
not unlike that which General Eliott had embraced in the prece
ding year, when by an unexpe&ed fally he glorioufly deftroyed the 

labours of fo many months. The honour, however, of caufing 
a fecond difgrace, was referved for ^Lieutenant General Boyd, the 
Lieutenant Governor, who, in forenoon of the 6th, recom
mended,' by letter ta  the Governor, the immediate ule of red-hot 
fhot againft the land-batteries of the befiegers. General 
acquiefced in the propofal, and immediately ordered Majoi'tTewis, 
the Commandant of the artillery,' to wait on Lieut. General Boyd 

for his inftrudions and commands, fubmitting entirely to him the 
execution of tlj/a ttack  which he had projeded. In confequence of

the
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the Governor’s affent, preparations were inftantly made-; and In a 

lhort tiftio every thing was properly arranged for the fcr vice. In 
the interval, wc muft not however omit to tal^e notice of the Energy’s 

operations.

E a r ly  tbe morning of the 7th, feveral gun-boats were difcovered 
off the Old-inole head, retiring from thtf Garrifon; which we 

imagined had been founding under cover of the night. T he  Gar- 
rifon orders of this day contained the following arrangements. 

“  T he «iarine brigade (which compofed a corps of about nine 
“  hundred men) to take rank on fhorc according to the King’s 
“  regulations j Captain Curtis as colonel with the rank of brigadier, 
“  Captain Gibfoo as' lieutenant-colonel, Captain Bradfhaw as major, 

“  eight lieutenants as captains, eighteen midfhipme^ as enftgns j and 
** the brigade to rpount Europa-advance and Little-bay guards. 

“  A picquet o f the line to be detached every evening to the Prince’s 

** lines, and an additional fubaltcrn at the fame time to Landport.
One captain and eight privates to be added to W aterport guard, 

** whence a detachment of a fubaltern and thirty men was to be 
** fent, ax fun-fet, tq the Old-mole head; which at fecond gun-fire 
** was to be joined by one of the captains. Twelve privates to 
“  the main guard. One ferjeant, nine privates, and a,gunner, to 
** Ragged-ftaff; detaching a ferjeant and fix men, with the gunner, 

xe at retreat-beating, to the W harf-head.” T he alarm-pofts were alfo 
fixed as follows: “  T he 39th flank companies, to take poft on the 
** North-baftion tow n: three battalion companies of the fame regi- 
“  ment, the South baftion; the remaining five, at Raggedrftaff;

extending towards the eight-gun baftion. T he 72d regim ent: 
“  rTgihri', the North-baftion town j left, Orange’s baftion, extending 
“  as far further from the King’6 baftion as poffible. T he 73d 
“  regiment (which was quartered at the fouthward) to take poft on 

** the left o f the 72d, towards the South baftion, ^ap tfin  Martin's

company
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company of artillery, tbe Grand battery and W aterport. Captain >?&*• 
“  Lloyd’s company, the King’s and South baftions. B r i g a d i e r  

“  G e n e r a l  P i c t o n  tp command the corps in town*. The Hano- 

“  verian brigade, from the eight-gun baftion fouth, to Prince 
** Edward’s battery inclufive, under the command of Lieut- Colonel 
*.* Dachenhaufem The 56th regiment, South parade* T he 12th 

“  regiment, New-mole> parade. The 97th regiment, Rofia parade.

** T he 58th regiment, in front of their encampment, detaching 
«* a flank company through the hole in the ' wall upon Windmill- 

“  hill, to reinforce Europa-advance guard.” (This regiment was 
to receive orders from Brigadier Curtis). “  The engineers and 
“  artificers in two divifions, one to afTemble at the Efplanade town,
“  the other at the Efplanade fouth.” I t was -recommended at the 
fame time to the commanding officers, to have a fuflicicnt referve in 
-cafe of deficiencies, and to pay particular attention to the flanks and 
redans which commanded the front of the Line-walL.

As t h e  above exhibits the Governor’s difpofition of the troops, 
it will not be improper to infert in this place a detail of the guards 

which mounted in the Garrifon at this period, with the ftrength of 
the Garrifon, and men daily on duty. T he ftf^ngth of the Garrifon, 
with the marine brigade (including the officers), in September, was 

about feven thoufand five hundred men ; upwards of four hundred 
o f  whom were in the hofpital. The number dajjy upon duty is 
fhown in the following abftrad.

Guardi, rocji Men, including Officer*.
Picquets (including the Addition* of j j ie ijth ) , 613 ditto.
Working-parties, under the Chief Engineer 7 ,  f exelufive of the Engineers

and the Quarter-Maftcr General, S i and Overfecrs.

Total 3430

befides many who were conftantly employed as orderlies and affiftaats 

in the hofpital,^nd in other departments in the Garrifon.
G u a r d s .
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T own D i s t r i c t , t o o o 0 o, 0 0 O
Governor’s, orConvent*gd.o o 0 I X 0 6 0 0 Ijl.B. Grenadiers.
Lieut. Governor’s,. 0 0 o i I 0 9 c 0 N.B. Lt. Infantry
Willis's, &c. o I t ,0 0 * 0 0 6 58
FJag-iiaJF, o 0 I 0 0 I . .0 2 *5
Landport^ o I 4 s 12 2 86 1 4 .......................... ..
Grand ttactcry, o o I 1 4 X 26 0 0
Watcrport, 0 2 z 4 6 2 88 0 2
Main* o I I 2 4 % 40 X 3
Southport, o 0 1 2 4 X 29 0 X
Cattle, o o 0 I 2 0 12 0 0
North Line-wall, 0 1 o o I 2 0 IS 0 b
South Line-wall, o 0 o I t 0 9 0 0
Artillei/-magazine, o o * 0 1 1 0 6 0 0
M3ddJc-hilJ, o rO 0 0 0

•
0 12 2 0

Signal-houfc, o o o I I 0 6 X
Vi&ualling-Office, o 0 0 1 I 0 9 0 0
Patrolejj, o 0 0 9 0 0 18 0 0
Orderlies, 0 o 0 13 0 1 i 0 0

L i nes , 1 o o o 0 0 0 0 0
Prince’s, o I, 1 3 6 2 50 I
Kitig’s, 0 0 I I 4 X 5° 0 2
Queen’s, o I I I 2 X 30 0 X

S o ttrn  D i s t r i c t , I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Of
Europa, 0 I 1 I 3 i 32 I 8

Europa-ad vance. o o I I X X 20 I 4 ? N.B. Marine
Little Bay, o o ( X

I
1 I 18 0 1 J Brigade

Ragged-itaff, 0 0 I 2 2 30 0 I - . - . . .  - -

Rofia, 0 o 1 X 2 1' M° 0
New mole, o I 2 3 3 2 50* 0 3 - - * * - -
-Hu^na-Vifta,
Camp*"**-.

o
0

0
o

0
o

0

I

0
X

0
0

6

9

2
0

0
0

Hofpital, o o o I X Q 12 0 0
Magazine, 0 0 0 I X 0 l$ 0, 9
South Shed, 0 o o I X 0 21 *>' O - -* - -  * * - -
Princefs of Wales1* Lines, o o o I I 0 A 0 O V
Windmill-hill, o o 0 0 I 0 9 0 0 N.B. Corfictm.
General De la Motte’ty 0 0 o o I 0 3 0 0
Orderlies, 0 0 o I 0 I 0 0 0

Total 3 9 22 64 73 *3 773 18 io&

the Spur& Fleclic.

f the Lunette, & 
J  Moje hca^-

f  Upper Forbes’s, 
I See.

the Wharf. 
Victualling tent. 
Ncw-mofc head.
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I n the evening of the 7th, a little before midnight, two large 

lights appeared on the fhore weft of the Orange-grove, forming a 
right line with our Gnyid battery; and at the fame time, two fimilar 

fires were feen behind Fort St. Philip ; whence, if a line was pro

duced, it would to appearance have interfered the former, about 
eight or nine hundred yards to the north-weft of the Old-mole head. 

Thefe unufual fignals cnade many conjedture that the Enemy were 
founding in that quarter. A few rounds were accordingly fired at 
intervals in that direction from the North baftion.

By the morning of the 8th, the preparations, in the department 
of the artillery, under General Boyd's directions, were completed ; 
and the fuccefs of the attack in a great meafure depending upon 
embracing the favourable moment, it was no longer deferred. A t 
fcven o’clock, the town-guards being relieved, the firing commenced 
from ail the northern batteries which bore upon the weftern part of 
the parallel, and was fupported through the day with admirable 
vivacity. T he effedt of the red-hot fhot and carcaffes exceeded our 
moft fanguine expe&ations. In a few hours, the Mahon battery of 
fix guns, with the battery of two guns on its flank, and great part of 
the adjoining parallel, were on fire; and the flames*, notwithftanding 
the Enemy’s exertions to extinguish them, burnt fo rapidly, that the 
whole of thofe works before night were confumed. T he St. Carlos’s 
and St. M artin’s batteries however on this occafion, efcaped the fate 

which they had formerly experienced. They were neverthelefs fo 
much deranged by the breaches marfe to obftrudt the effedts of the 
carcaffes, &c. that the E n e m ^ e r e  under the neceffity of taking 

down the greater part.

T he  Enemy, for near an hour,'continued filent fpe&ators of our 
cannonade. About eight, they fired a few guns from the St. M artin’s 
battery; and between nine and ten, returned our fire from Forts

N n  St.
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Sept11 Fktfip anc* Barbara, with thefeven-gun battery in the lines, and
y irw  foon after from eight new mortar-batteries in the parallel. This 

tardinefs in returning our fire, in  fome degre^ we attributed to the 
works being confufed with materials, and fome o f  tbe batteries being 
deficient in ammunition. I t  might however be owing to want 
of difcretionary orders, as an Officer of rank was obferved to enter 
the lines about the time when their cannonade became general; a 

reinforcement alfo marched down from the camp.

T he aflonifhing bravery displayed by the Enemy in their repeated 
attempts to extinguifh the flames, could not fail to attraft our par
ticular notice. Urged on moft probably by emulation, they per 
formed prodigies of valour j fo that their lofs, under fo well-dirc&ed 
a fire, muft; have been very confiderablc. T he French Brigade, we 

afterwards underftood, Had a hundred and forty killed and wounded. 

I f  the Spanifh cafuals bore an equal proportion, their united lofs- 
has greatly exceeded our calculations.

A b o u t  four o’clock in the afternoon, the cannonade abated on 
both fides, and the Enemy foon after were totally filent, though 
we continued our'ufual fire. The Garrifon had two or three killed, 

and feveral wounded. Lieut. Boag, of the Artillery, and Enfign 
Gordon, of the 58 th regiment, were of th'e latter number. The 
former Officer had been wounded before : on this occafion he was 
pointing a gun from Hanover battery in the lines, when a fhell fell 
in the battery. He had fcarcelyoime to throw himfelf down in an 
embrafure, when the fhell burff^, and fired the gun under the 
muzzle of which he lay. T he report immediately deprived him of 

IteaYrwg* and it was fome time before he recovered a tolerable ufe 
of that faculty. Major M artin ,-of the fame corps, had likewife 
a very fortunate efcape from a twenty-fix-pounder/ which fhot 
away the cock of his hat clofe to the crown. I  ^nfert this anec

dote,
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dote, becaule i t  is commonly believed, that if  a cannon-ball of this 
<liameter paffes fo near the' head of a perfon, it is generally fatal. 
T he  Major was confiderably fiunned with the wind of the (hot, 
bu t experienced little farther injury. In the forenoon of the 8 th, 

two more /hips o f the line removed to the Orange-grove, followed 
fome time afterwards by twenty-two gun and mortar boats; and 
in the evening, one oP the French men o f  war joined them from 
Algeziras. In the courfe of the day, a number of troops were 
embarked on board fuch of the battering-fhips as were finifhed; 
pnd at night, our Artillery replaced the ammunition in the*expence- 
magazines, which had been ufed to fuch good purpofe in the 

morning.

T h i s  unexpe&ed infult, undoubtedly precipitated the Duke’s 
♦meafures; and by provoking hirA to the attack, before the pre
parations in 'the other departments were ready to combine with 
him in a general and powerful effort again ft the Garrifon, ferved 
greatly to fruftrate the enterprife. Apprehenfive, probably, that, 

elated fey our good fortune, we might renew our attempts finally 
to deflroy thofe works which had efcaped, .the Duke determined 
to avoid the blow (which,alfo might be in other refpe&s fatal in 

its confequences) by opening his batteries, even in their unfinifhed 
ftate. A&uated, moft probably, *by thefe motives, the embrafures 
o f  the new batteries were unmafked during the night of the 8th ; 

and the fucceeding morning, at da^-hreak, we were furprifed to 
find every appearance in their woeJk for firing upon the Garrifon. 
T w o rockets from the forts in tim  lines were the fignals to begin j 
and the cannonade commenced at half paft five o’clock, w t h ^  
volley of about fixty fhells from all their mortar-batterics' xn the 
parallel, fucceeded by ageneral difefxarge of their cannon, amounting-, 
in the whole, to about a hundred and feventy pieces of ordnance, all 

o f  large calibre;/*-a Difcharge, I believe, not to be paralleled! Their

N  n 2 firing
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*7«*. firing was powerful, qpd entirety direfted againft our works j but was 

not, after thefirft round, altogether fo tremendous as we had reafon 

to expert from fuch a train of artillery. A» intervals, front ten to 
twenty fhells were in the air at the fame moment j their effedts though 
were not equal to the numbers expended. T he town, fouth ward o f  
the King’s baftion, was little affected j but the northern front, and 
line-wall leading from the Grarid parade to the N orth  baftion, were 
exceedingly warm j and the lines and Landport were greatly annoyed 
by the fhells from the howitzers, which were diflributed in various 

parts o f 'th e ir  parallel. Montague’s and Orange’s baftions feemed 
to be the centre of the Enemy’s crofs-fire; whilft the line-wall 

in their vicinity was taken h revers, by the fhot which pafled over 
the lines from the fixty-four-gun battery.

N o t  imagining, from the  roug^ appearance o f the Enem y's works, 

tha t they could poffibly retaliate fo foon, the guards and picquets at 

tile north  end of the Garrifon were for fome time expofed, arid fome 

cafuals occurred : bu t we foon difcovered whence we were chiefly 

annoyed, and confequently became more cautious. L ieut. W harton, 
of the 73d regiment, waBdangerOufly wounded at Landport.

W h i l s t  the land-batteries were thus pouring forth their ven
geance updh the northern front, # in e  line-oftbattle fhips, including 

thofe under the French flag, got under way from tUfc Orange^grove, 
and, paffing along the GarrifbX. difcharged feveral broadfides at the 

works* and particularly at a fe ttk  which had juft arrived under our 
guns from Algiers. W hen this 1%'iadron had got round Europa 

r-S^int, they fuddenly wote, and returning along the Europa, Rofia, 
andNew-mole batteries, commenced a heavy fire upon the Garrifon. 
T h e  marine brigade and artillery returned the falute till they pafled, 
when the men Of war returned to the eaftward. About the faimc 
time that •fiie Enemy were thus amufing us at th e  l&^ihward, fifteen

gun
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gun and mortar boatSj. approached the town, and continued their 
fire for fome time j but the sCrtillery giving them a wjirm reception 
from the King’s baftion; two of them* were towed o ff with precipi
tation, and the reft retired in great diforder. One was thought to 
be very confiderably damaged j and fome imagined that her gun was 
thrown over-board to fave her from finking.

T h i s  mode of annoying us on all lides exa&ly correfponded with 
the accounts which we had received of the plan of attack dictated 
by Mpnfieur d ’Ar^on, the French engineer, who fuperintended the 

Enemy’s preparations. They hoped probably to confound and 

overwhelm us, by prefenting to us deftru&ion under fuch various 
forms, and by the enormous quantity of fire \Vhich they poured in 

upon the Garrifon. T he Governor however did not approve of his 
•troops being thus fubje&ed to b<? haraffed at their pleafure, and 
refolved* therefore, if pofllble, to put a flop to their fea-attacks. 
For this purpofe the furnaces and grates for heating fhot, at the 
New mole, were ordered to be lighted j and fome arrangements took 
place in the ordnance upon W indmill-hill. Towards dulk, the 
Enemy abated in the fire from their cannon; increallng however 
in the expenditure of fhells, which, being generally fired with fhort 

fufes, broke in the air. This practice feemed well calculated for 
the purpofes in view. In the day, they could obferve with greater 
certainty the effect of their fhot, and alter as circumftances directed : 

the firing at night muft u n a v o id a b le  lefs depended upon ihells 
were therefore burft over the heads of our workmen, to prevent theirtj 
if  poffible, from repairing at nj^nt the damage received in the day. 
I t  did not neverthelefs obltrudt the duties in the department o f 'the  
engineers j and the artillery were not hindered from furtha <?5 in- 
pleting the expence-magazines with ammunition. The 97th regi
m ent was now fo far recovered, as for fome time to aifift in the 

fatigue and 'duties of the Garrifon j and this day the officers* with
a hundred
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a hundred men, were added to the general rafter. T he town guard* 

were alfo ordered to afiemble in Soutfiport ditch.

T h e  Enemy’s men of war (as we expected) repeated their attack 

very early on the morning of the 10th. Each £hip carried a  light at 
her mizen-peak; but they did not approach near enough to produce 
much effed. W e received them with a Well-fupported fire; and 
the next morning obferved one of them at anchor, with her bow- 
fprit un(hipped, at Algeziras. T he remaining eight renewed their 

cannonade about nine in the forenoon, and killed two o f tbe 
marine brigade, and wounded a ferjeant of artillery and two others. 
After they had palled as before, they wore fhip, apparently with an 
intention of continuing their vifits, but fuddenly put about, and 
anchored off the Orange-grove. W e were afterwards informed, 
that the difcovcry of a red-hot ihot on board one of the fliips, wa'i 
the immediate caufe of this hafty manoeuvre.

T « e Enemy continued their firing from the Iflhmus, recom
mencing at morning gun-fire on the lo th  from their gun-batteries. 

At fcven o’clock, including the expenditure on the 8th, they had 

difcharged five thoufand five hundred and twenty-feven fhot, and 
two thoufand three hundred and two fhellsj exclufive of the number 
fired by the men of war and mortar-boats. T he Garrifon, on the 
contrary, took no further notice of them, tha>n to return a few rounds 
from the terrace - batteries a'^ their working - parties, who were 

repairing the damage done on^the 8 th, and completing the reft of 
their works. In  the courfe of twMay, the Brilliant and Porcupine 

- g r a te s  were {kuttled by the navy in the New m ole; and at night 

the ’engineers, w ith a working-party, cleared the lines o f  rtibbilh, 
and reftored thofe traverfes which had been demolifhed. A t night, 
the Enemy’s fire was under the fame regulation as the preceding 
evening.
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T he next morning, ^when our guards were relieving, a fignal 
tvas made at the Tower, nedfr the quarry, under the Queen of 
Spain’s chair; and the Enemy’s cannonade became exceffively brifk : 
fortunately few cafuals occurred. Their firing, when this objedt 
ceafed to amufe them, feemed to be principally directed againft the 
obftrudtions at Landport, and in that part of the Garrifon. Many 

of the paliiades in the covered way were deftroyed, and the cbevaux- 
de-frife confiderably injured: artificers were however conftantly 

detached to repair thofe breaches fo that the whole were kept 
in a better ftate than might be expected. In the afternoon, we 
began to conclude, that the attack with the Battering-fhips was no 
longer to. be deferred. Several detachments of foldiers embarked 
from the camp, and others were ftanding orf the neighbouring 
eminences; which, with the appearance, in the evening, of fignals 
lvke thofe’ which we obferved on the night of the 7th, led us to 
imagine that every preparation was com plete; and the wind at that 
time blowing gently in the Bay, from the north -weft, favoured our 
conjecture. Landport and Waterport guards were immediately 
reinforced, the furnaces and grates for heating fhot were lighted, 
and the artillery ordered to man the batteries.

T h u s  prepared, we waited their appearance (for it feemed to be 
the general opinion, that fhe Battering-fhips would advance, and be 

moored in the night, that they might be lefs expofed to annoyance 
in this duty, and open with greater rfffedt together at day-break). 
Our attention was however called oM rora the Bay to the land-fide, 
where the Enemy had fet fire to th^iwrriers of Bay-fide and Forbes's; 

and the whole of thofe palifades, to the water’s edge, were inftantlv, 

involved in flames. The northern guards and picquets were imme
diately under arms, and a fmart difcHarge of mufquetry was directed 
upon feveral parties, which, by the light of the fire, were difcovered 
ia  the meadows. f  T he Enemy increafing their bombardment, and

nothing

S I E G E  OF /  G I B R A L T A R .  279

178**
Sept.



Sept,

*8o< HjfcS. %■<%» T o P  IT H E : LA!?£'

nothi&g new happening in confequence of  ̂ the conflagration, the 
picquets and guards were remanded Jbider cover ; but the Artillery 
continued upon the batteries.. W e had fcarcely recovered from this 

alarm, before the gun and mortar boats, with the bomb-ketches, 

began to bombard the Northern front, taking their ftations off the 
King’s baftion, extending towards Fort St. Philip. They com
menced about an hour aftetvmjidnight; and* their fire, added to that 

of the land-batteries, exceedingly annoyed Waterport and its vicinity. 
T he out-picquets were again under arms, but providentially our 

lofs wag trifling, W e returned a few rounds from the Sea-line, 
but ftill difregarded the batteries on the Ifthmus j excepting when 
their workmen appeared, or were thought to be employed. Major 
Lewis, Commandant of the Artillery, was unfortunately amongft 
the wounded. T he confinement o f this adtive officer at this 
critical juncture, might have teen highly prejudicial to the fervice, 
had not his Seconds been of confirmed ability and experience : 
owing to their united exertions, the feveral duties in that com

plicated and important department were conduced with harmony 

and fuccefs.

W h e n  the gun-boats retired, nothing new occurred till the 
morning of the 12 th : their firing continued to be fupported at 
the average of four thoufand rounds in the twenty-four hours. 
About eight o’clock, reports were received from Europa guard, 
that a large fleet had appeared from the weft ward. T he wind was 
brifk, and we had fcarcely time to form any conje&ures concerning 
them, ere they approached the N^y 5 and proved to b e  the C o m 

b i n e d  F l e e t s  o f F r a n c e  and S p a i n * confifting of ieven three- 
ctediters, and thirty-one lhips of two decks ; with three frigates and 
a number of xebeques, bomb-ketches, and hofpital-fhips the

whole under the command of ten Admirals, and i  broad pendant.
In



In tbe afternoon, they>were &J1 at anchor between the Orange-grove 

and Algeziras.

T h is  great accumulation of force could not fail to furprife, if 
not alarm the Garrifon. I t  appeared as if they meant, previous to 
tlieir final efforts, to ftrike, if  poflible, a terror through their oppo
nents, by difplaying before us a more powerful armament than had 

probably ever been brought againft any fortrefs. Forty-feven fail of 
the liae^ including three inferior two-deckers; ten battering-fhips, 

deemed perfect in defign, and efteemed invincible, carrying two 
hundred and twelve guns; innumerable frigates, xebequcs, bomb- 
ketches, cutters, gun and mortar boats, and fmaj^er craft for 
dijfembarking men ; thefe were affembled in the Bay. On the 

land fide were moA flupendous and ftrong batteries and works, 
•mounting two hundred pieces o£ heavy ordnance, and protected 
by an army of near forty thoufand men, commanded by a victorious 

and aCtive General, of the higheft reputation, arid animated with 
the immediate prefence of two Princes of the Royal Blood of 
France, with other dignified Perjfonages, and many of their own 
Nobility. Such a naval and military fpe&acle ynoft certainly is 

pot to be equalled in the annals of war. From fuch a combination 
o f power, and favourable concurrent ckcumftances, it was natural 
enough that the Nation fhould anticipate the moft glorious confc- 
quences. Indeed their confidence in the e f fe c t  to b e  produced by 
the battering-fhips pafled all bounds/ and in the enthufiafni excited 

by the magnitude o f their preparations, it was thought highly 

criminal w en to whifper a douitft of the fuccefs.

I n drawing thefe flattering conclusions, the Enemy, however, 
feemed entirely to have overlooked the nature of that force which 

was oppofed to them ; for, though the Garrifon fcarcely confifted 

e f  more than y&ven thoufand effective men, including the Marine
O o brigade,
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i7Pj, brigade, they forgot that they were i^ow veterans in this fervice, 
had been a long time habituated to the effedls of artillery, and w ere  

prepared by degrees for the arduous con flid  that awaited them .  

W e were, at the fame time, commanded byOFFi CFRS o f  approved 

courage, prudence, and ability; eminent for all the accomplifhm ents  

of their profeffion, and in w hom  we had unbounded confidence. 

Our fpirits too were not a little elevated by the fuccefs attending  

the recent pradice o f  firing red-hot (hot, w h ich  in this attack, 
we hoped, w ould enable us to bring our labours to a period, and 

relieve us' from the tedious cruelty of a vexatious blockade.

B e f o r e  $ c  Garrifon had well difcovered the force of their new 

vifitors, an occurrence happened, which, though trifling in itfelf,
I truft, I fhall be excufed. for inferring. W hen the van of the 
Combined Fleet had'entered the "Bay, and the foldiers in town were" 
attentively viewing the fhips, alledging, amongft other reafons for 
their arrival, that the Britifh fleet muft undoubtedly be in purfu it; 
on a fudden, a general huzza was given, and all, to a man, cried 
out, the Britifh Admiral was certainly in their rear, as a flag for a 

fleet was hoifted, upon our. fignal-houfc pole. For fome momenta 
the flattering idea was indulged ; but our hopes Were foon damped 
by the fudden disappearance of the fignaj. W e were afterwards 
informed by the guard at that poll, that what our creative fancies 
had imagined to be a flag, was nothing more than an Eagle, which, 

after feveral evolutions, had patched a few minutes on the weftern- 

moft pole, and then flew awaW towards the eaft. Though lefs 

fuperftitious than the ancient Romans, many could not help fancy- 

- mgL it a favourable omen to the Garrifon ; and the event of t h e  
fucceeding day juftified the prognoftication.

I n the morning of the 12th, the Governor reinforced the picquets 
of the line ; nine of which, in future, were fhtionfed ip town, and

diflributed
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diftributed as follows; two sft Waterport, two at Landport, two in 
•the Lines, and the remaining three in the picquet-yard, with the 
field-officer of the town diftrift. The other picquet of the line 

was ftationed at the fouthward. The following return fpecifies the 

•ftrength of the picquets at this period.

Sub. S. D. R .l '\

T he Artillery, and Hanoverian brigade, each corps i x r 39
The 12th, 39th, '56th, and 58th regiments, ditto 1 1 r 54

The*'72d and 73d regiments - - - - ditto 1 t 1 76
T he 97th regiment - - - - - - - - -  1 1 1 56

T* , 1 c r* * • Wne of the Artillery? , , «Total four Captains^ , . r ,, , n  n  500
t (.and three of the Line.) J

S I E' S E C\F G I B R A L T A R .  **3

I n  she evening, about dufk, a number of men were obferved 
to embark from the Orange-grove, on board the battering-lhips; 
which, with the prefence of the fleet, and the wind blowing 
favourably, induced us to conclude that the important attack was 

not long to be deferred.

T h e  Enemy’s cannonade was continued, almoft on the fame fcale 
as the preceding days, during the night of the 12th. The next 
morning, we obferved the Combined Fleet had made fome m:v; 
arrangements in their pofition, or moorings, and that the remaining 
two battering-lhips had joined tljfc others at the Orange-grove, 
where their w h o l e  force feenaer  ̂to be affembled. About a quarter 
before feven o’clock, fome motions were obferved amongll their 
fhipping; 3nd foon after, the B a t t e r i n c - s h i p s  go t  underway, 

with a gentle breeze from the north-well", fending to the fouthward, 
to clear the nlen of war ; and were attended by a number of boats. 

As our Navy were conftantly of opinion that the Ships would 
be brought before the Garrifon in the night, few fufpedted that

O o 2 the
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the prefent manoeuvres were preparatory to their finally entering on 

the interefting enterprife: bu{ obferving a crowd of fpedtators oft 
the beach, near Point Mala, and upon the neighbouring eminences, 
and the fhips edging down towards the Garrifon, the Governor 

thought it would be imprudent any longer to doubt it. T he Tow n- 

batteries were accordingly manned, and the#grates and furnaces for 
heating fliot ordered to be lighted.

T h  us .prepared for their reception, we had leifure to notice the 
Enemy’s evolutions. T he ten Battering-fhips, after leaving the 

«ien of war, wore to the north > and a little paft nine o’clock, 
bore down in admirable order for their feveral ftations; the Admiral 
in a two-decker, mooring about nine hundred yards off the King’s 
baftion j the others fucceffively faking their places to the right and 
left of the fkg-fhip, in a mafterly manner ; the moft diftant being 

■'about eleyen or twelve hundred yards from the Garrifon. O ur 
Artillery allowed the Enemy every reafonable advantage, in per
mitting them, without mdeflation, to choofe their diftance; but 
as foon as the fir ft fhip dropped her anchors, which was about 
a quarter before ten o’clock, that inftant our firing commenced. 

T he Enemy were completely moored in little more than ten minutes. 

T he cannonade then became in a high degree tremendous. T he  
fhowers of fhot and fhells which were directed from their land- 
batteries, the battering-fhipsj and, on the other hand, from the 
various works of the Garrifon, Inhibited a fcene, of which perhaps 
neither the pen nor the pencil can £irni(h a competent idea. I t  is 
fufficient to fay, that f o u r  h u n d r e d  p i e c e s  of the heavieft 
artillery were playing at the fame m om ent: an inftance which has 
fcarcely occurred in any fiege fince the invention of thofe wonderful 
engines of deftrudtion.
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A f t e r  fome hours cannonade, the Battering-fhips were found to 
be no lefs formidable than they had been reprefented.' Our heavicft 
fhells often rebounded from their tops, whilft the thirty-two-pound 
fhot feemed incapable of making any vifible iinpreffion upon their 
hulls. Frequently we flattered ourfclves they were on fire; but 
no fooncr did the fmo{te appear, than, with the moft perfcvering- 
intrepidity, men were obferved applying water, from their engines 

within, to thofe places whence the fmoke illued. Thefe circum- 

ftances, with the prodigious cannonade which they maintained, 
gave us reafon to imagine that the attack would not be fo foon 
decided, as, from our recent fuccefs againft their land-batteries, 
we had fondly expedted. Even the Artillery themfelves,. at this 

period, had their doulgs of the effedt of the red-hot fhot, which 

began to be ufed about twelve, bvt were not general till between 
one and two o'clock. T he Enemy’s cannon at the commencement 
were too much elevated ; but about noon their firing was powerful?- 
and well diredted. Our cafuals then became numerous; particularly 
on thofe batteries north of the King’s baftion, which were warmly 
annoyed by the Enemy’s flanking and reverfe fire from the land. 
Though fo vexatioufly annoyed from the Tfthriius, our Artillery 
totally difregarded their opponents in that quarter, diredting their foie 

attention to the Batterlng-fhips, the furious and fpirited oppofiticn 
of which ferved to excite our people to more animated exertions. A 
fire, more tremendous if poffible than ever, was therefore diredted 
from the Garrifon. Jnceflant fhowers of hot balls, carcaifcs, and 
fhells of every fpecies, flew from all quarters •, and as the mafls of 
feveral of the fhips were ihot away, and the rigging o f all in great 
confufion, our hopes of a favourable and fpeedy decifion began to'* 
revive.
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A b o u t  noon their mortar-boats and bomb-ketches attempted to 
fecond the attack from the fhips; but the wind having changed to

the



Sept.
the fouth-weft, and blowing a fm ar\ breeze, with a heavy fwell, 
they were prevented taking a part in the adtion. T he fame reafon 
alio hindered our gun-boats from flanking the Battering-fhips from 
•the fouthward.*

F o r  fome hours, the attack and defence were fo equally well 

fupported, as fcarcely to admit any appearance of fuperiarity in 
the cannonade on either fide. The wonderful conftrudtion of the 
fhips feemed to bid defiance to the powers of the heavieft ordnance. 

.In the afternoon, however, the face of things began to change 
con Tolerably. The fmoke which had been obferved to iffue fro:n 
the  upper part of the flag-fhip appeared to prevail, notwithftanding 
the conftant application of w ater; and tl^  Admiral’s Second was 
perceived to be in the fame condition. Confufion was now apparent, 
on board feveral of the veffels j and by the evening their cannonade 

was confiderably abated. About feven or eight it almoft totally 

ceafed, excepting from one or two fhips to the northward, which, 
from their diftance, had fuffered little injury.

W h e n  their firing began to flacken, various fignals were made 
from the fouthernmoft fh ips; and as the evening advanced, many 
rockets were thrown up, to inform their friends (as we afterwards 
learned) of their extreme danger and diftrefs. Thefe fignals were 

immediately aufwered, and feveral boats were feen to row round the 

difabled fhips. Our artillery,\*t this period, muft have caufed 
dreadful havock amongft them. ^A n indiftindt clamour, with 
lamentable cries and groans, proceeded (during the fhort intervals of 
..celfation) from all quarters ; and a little before midnight, a wreck 
floated in, upon which were twelve men, who only, out of three-

fcore
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fcore which were on boagjUflicfir launch, had efcapcd. Thefe cip- »?81, 
eumftances convince{rus that we had gained an advantage over/ne 
Enem y; yet we did not conceive that fhe victory was fo complfte as 
the fucceeding m orting evinced. Our firing was therefore continued, 
though with lefs f  ivacity : but as the Artillery, from fuch a Itord- 
fought day, expofed to the intenfe heat of a warm fun, in a d d i n g  
to the harafling duties of1 the preceding night, were much fatigued *• 
and as it was impoffible to forefee what new obje&s might demand 
their fervice the following day; the Governor, about fix in the ev<?N* 
ing, when the Enemy’s fire abated, permitted the majority of the 

officers and men to be relieved by a picquet of a hundred men from 
the Marine brigade, Iind^sdie command of Lieut. Trentharn ; and 
officers, and non-commifiioneaV*fficers of the artillery, were ftationed 
on the different batteries, to d ir r^ th e  failors.in the mode of firing 

hot fhot.

A b o u t  an hour aftejxfiidnight, the Battering-(hip which had 
fuffertd the greatotfm jury, and which had been frequently on fire 

the plecedingyday, was completely in flames; and by two o'clock, 
ihe appcteeiras onji#«ntinued blaze from item to fterij. The fhip to 
the^outhwSHfrwas alfo on fire, but did not burn with fo much rapi
dity. T he light thrown ou t on all Jldes by the flames, enabled tlic 
artillery to point the guns with the utmoft precifion, whilft the 
Rock, and neighbouring objefts, were highly illuminated; forming, 
with the conftant flafhes of our cannon, a mingled fcene of fubli- 
mity and terror. Between three and four o’clock, fix other of the 
Battering-fhips indicated the efficacy of red-hot /h o t; and the 
approaching day now promifed us one of the completed defenfive 

vidtories on record.

B r i g a d i e r  C u r t i s ,  who was encamped with his brigade at 
Europa, being informed that the Enemy’s fhips were in flames, and

that
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t^iat the calmnefs of the fea would Tfegm t his gun-boats to £<5t, 
m i l l e d ,  about three o’clock, with a detachnvfot to the N ew -m ole; 
and, jdra wing up his boats in'fuch manner as to flank the Battering- 

KhipSi compelled their boats to abandon them. As fhe day approached, 
and /lie  Garrifon-fire abated, the Brigadier advanced, and captured 

launches. Thefe boats attempted to efcape ; but a fhot killing 
and wounding feveral men on'board one of* them, they furrendered, 
and were conducted to Ragged-itafF. T he Brigadier being informed 

Jjf^the prifoners, that many men were through neceffity left by their 
friends bn board the fhips, he generoufly determined to refcue them 
from the inevitable death which feemed toJmpend. Some o f  thefe 
infatuated wretches neverthelefs (it is faid^reTtrftd at firft the deliver

ance which was tendered to them, p«*femng the chance o f that death 

which appeared inevitable, to bdjrg put to the fword; which they 
had been perfuadcd would be the confequence, if  they fobmjtted o 
the Garrifon. Being left however fmpe moments to the H orror/of 
their fate, they beckoned the boats to return, and refiened themMves 
to  the clemency of their Conquerors.

W h i l s t  the Navy were thus humanely relieving f e i r  diftreffed 
Enemy, the flames reached the magazine of one 01 i xJattemg- 
fhips to the northward, which blew up,, about five o’clock, with 
a- dreadful explofion. In a quarter of an hour following, another, 
in the centre of die line, met with a fimilar fate. The wreck from 
the latter fpread to a vaft extent, and involved our gun-boats in the 
moll imminent danger. One was funk, but the crew were faved. A 
hole was forced through the bottom of the Brigadier’s boat, his 
coxfwain killed, and the ftrokefman wounded ■, and for fome time 
they were obfeured in the cloud of fmoke. After this very fortunate 
efcape, it was deemed prudent to* withdraw towards the Garrifon, to 
avoid the peril arifiog from the blowing-up of the remaining fhips. 
T he Brigadier however vifited two other fhips in his return, and

landed
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landed nine officers, twb^Sriefts, and three hundred and th i \y -  
four private foldier/^anci fcamen, all Spaniards; which, witl^rcne 

officer and eleven Frenchmen, who. had floated in the preceding 

evening, made tta: total number faved amount to three hund«d and 

fifty-feven. M ajy  of the prifoners were feverely, and fome cfr them 
dreadfully wounded. They1 ware inftantly, on being brought on 

lliore, conveyed to our Hofpital, and every remedy adminiftcred 
neceffary for their different cafes.

D u r i n g  the time that the Marine Brigade were encountering 

every danger in their epdeavours to fave an Enemy from perilling, 

the batteries on tbefit^m us (which ceafed the preceding evening* 
moft likely for want of ammunition, and which had opened again- 

upon the Garrifon on the morrKpg of the 14th) maintained a warm 
dire upon the town, which killed “̂ nd  wounded feveral men* and 
mree cfr four" fhells burft in the air, over the place where their 
countrymen were landed .^T his ungenerous proceeding could not 
efcV>e the obfervativiiT of the fpedtators in their cam p; and orders 

prolmbly were/lent to the lines for the batteries to ceafe, as they 
were ivlent'^DOUt ten o’clock.k- " ■*

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the efforts of the Marine Brigade in 

relieving the terrified viftims from the burning fhips, feveral unfor
tunate men could not be removed. T he fcene at this time exhibited 
was as affedting, as that which had been prefented in the act of 
hoilillty, had been terrible and tremendous. Men crying from 

amidft the flames for pity and affiftance; others, on board thofe fhips 
where the*fire had made little progrefs, imploring relief with the 
moft expreflive geftures and figns of defpair; whilft feveral, equally 
expofed to the dangers of the opp6fite element," trufled themfelves, 

on various parts of the wreck, to the chance of paddling to the fhore. 
A  felucca belonging to the Enemy approached from the Orange-

P  P grove,
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g r^ c , probably with the intention ofr^iieving thefe unfortunate 
psnsjtis; but, jealous of her motives, the"Gafwfon fufpedted that 
fhe c in e  to fct fire to one of the battering-fliips which appeared 
little iyjured, and obliged her to retire. O f the fix fhips which, 
were /a l l  in flames, three blew up before eleven o’clock ; the 
otherthree burnt to the water’s edge, the magazines being wetted 
ay the Enemy before the principal officers quitted the fliips. T he 

Admiral’s flag was on board one of the latter, and was confumed 
wiffc the veflel. The'remaining two Battering-lhips, we flattered, 

ourfclvcsj m ight be faved as glorious trophies o f our fuccefs; but 
one of them unexpectedly burft out into flames, and in a /hort time 
blew up, with a terrible report; and CajjirGibfon reprefenting it 

, as impracticable to ptefervc the other^tfw as burnt in the afternoon, 
under his directions. 'J’hus the put a finifhing hand to this 

fignal defenfive victory.

D u r i n g  the hotteft period of t i ^ n e m y ’s cannonade, jfne 
Governor was prefent on the King’s ba(Hoii^!fri^lft Lieut. General 
]3oyd* took his ftation upon the South baftion, animatindr the 
Garrifon by their puefence, and encouraging them fo^en^mtion» 

T he exertions and adtivity of the brave A r t i l l e r I V  

fought conteft, deferve the higheft commendations. To their fkill^ 

perfeverance, and courage, with the zealous afliftance o f the Line,

(particularly

* It will not be improper in this place to repeat, that General Boyd was the founder of thet 
King’s baftion, as it will be an apology for introducing a remarkable fpsech of the General 
on that occafion. Jn 1773, General Boyd, attended by Colonel Green, the Chief Engineer, 
and many Field-Officers of the Garrifon, laid the foundation-ftone of that work, With the , 
ceremony ufnal on fuch occafions. Upon placing the ftonc, “  This,” faid the General, “  is 
“ the firft ftone of a work which I name ihe K i n g ’s B a s t i o n  : may it be a* gallantly 
“  deftndcdt as I know it will be ably extcuttd> and may I live to fee it t'sfiji t h e  v n i t i i » ,  
“  »ppo!>■' s ov F k a k c s  a n d  S p a im  !”
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(particularly the corps ii^^^vn, the 39th and J2d regiments), yas 
Gibraltar indebted/tor its fafety againft the Combined P ow ers/ by 
fea and land, of France and Spain; and the Marine Brigade, fnough 
they had not fo cpnfiderable a fhare in the duties of the bltterics, 
yet merit the waijneft praifes for their generous intrepidity in l^fcuing 

their devoted enemies from amidft the flames.

W h i l s t  the Enemy were cool, and their fhips had received little 
damage, their principal objedb were the K i n g ’s baftion, and L*«ne- 
.w a ^ l ,  north of Orange’s baftion. Their largeft fhips (whioi' 
were about fourteen hundred tons burthen) were ftationed off the 
former, in order t c f a o c e  that important battery, whilft a breach 

was attempted by the reft, the curtain excriding from the latter 

to Montague's baftion. I f  a b each  had been effected, the prifoners 
informed us, that ** their grenadiers were ,to have form ed the 

k  Gafrifon Under cover of  ̂ the Combined Fleets." T he private 

ijW  complained bitterly/of their officers for defcribing the Batter
ing-fhips to be. Ljvulnerable, and for promifing that they were 

to ye feconde/I^y ten (ail o f the line, and all the gun and mortar 

boatsS JJ'fiey further told us, that “  they had been taught to 
> belie liarrifon would not be able to difcharge many rounds 
*' o f hot ba ils: their aftonifhment, therefore, was inconceivable, 
“  when they difcovered that we fired them with the fame preciJioa 
“  and vivacity as cold fhot.” “  Admiral Moreno,” they faid, 
“  quitted the Paftora, which was tlie flag-fhip, a little before 
“  m idnight; but other officers retired much earlier.” TJie lofs 
fuftained by the Erfcmy could never be afcertained; but from the 
infurmatiibn of the prifoners, and the numbers feen dead on board 
the (hips, we eftimated it  could not be lefs than two thoufand men, 
including the prifoners. T he cafuals of the Garrifon, on the con
trary, were fo trifling, that it will appear almoft incredible, that 

fuch a quantity o f fire, in almoft all its deftru&ive modes of adtion,
P p 2 fhould
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fho/ld not have produced more effe&^Vith refpedt to the 1q& 

of \^ e n ,  T he return ftands th u s;
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Rlci uEKTi. 
'Rm&l Artillery 

ffmh Regimen: 

39th dittto 

56th ditto 

58th ditto

7 2d ditto

S w t e m b ' e r  1 3 ^ *  1782.
Killed.

O.

73d ditto 
97th ditto 
Hardenberg’s 

Keren’s .
De la Motte’s
Engineers, with the Artificer Company 

Marine Brigade . . . , /

Total

D . R.& 

• 5

2
z

1
2

Waundtd.
O. S. D .R .& F . 

21 
2 

5 

*
4 

12 

8- 
2 
t

J o <631 3  0
> c ..............

Artillery. Captain Reeves kiii^l j Captains Groves a /d  
Officers Si ward, with Lieut. G o d fre y ^ o c  nded. I

killed and 1 58th regiment. Lieut. W etham (who l:ad permi^ion 
wounded to ,ad  a* an Artillery officer) wounded. \

.73d regiment. Captain M'Kenzic wou&u?'1

T he diftance of the Battering-fliips fcom the Garrifon was 
cxadtly fuch as our Artillery could have wifhed. I t  required fo fmall 
an elevation, that almoft every fhot took effe£t; and the cannon 
thus elevated did not require the fhot to be wadded:— a circum

ftance not unimportant as the time, which at point-blank would 
have been expended in doubly wadding, was employed in keeping 
up the cannonade with greater brifknefs. T he damage done to our 
works held no proportion with the violence of the attack, and the 
exceffive cannonade which they had fuftained. T he nierlons of the 
different batteries were difordered, and the flank of Orange's baftion 
was a little injured; but the latter was chiefly done by the land-fire,

and,
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and was not of fuch confequence as to afford any room for appHe- 
henfion. T he ordnance'and carriages were alfo damaged; b u ^ y  

the activity of the Artillery, the w hde fea-line, before nighjp was 
in ferviceable order.

T h e  Enemy, in this aftion, had more than three hundred'\ieces 
o f heavy ordnance in p lay ; whilft the Garrifon had only eigfe.v* 
cannon, feven mortars, and nine howitzers in oppofxtion. Upwards 
o f eight thoufand three hundred rounds (more than half of which 
were hot Jhot), and s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t e e n  barrels of 
powder, were expended by our Artillery. W hat quantity of ammu
nition was ufed by th-:'enemy could never be afcertained. T he 

following was handed about as an authentic lift of the Battering- 
fhips; and the Reader is refer t d  to the annexed Plan, for a further 
explanation of this memorable -nack. In a compartment o f  the 
Man, he will alfo obferve a representation of a two-decked Battering- 

A fedlion, to {how tb^'interior conftru&ion of thefe extra
ordinary veffels, was in tended to have been added ; but no oppor- 

nityVccurred of plaiting further obfervations than what were curfory 

and lVjperficw!.

Namt. the
.5
M
§ 3

•E otty a Commanders
Battering-fliips

0
0

U V-
0  s s

Paftora . 21 10 760 Rear Admiral Buenaventura Moreno
Talla Piedra 21 10 760 Prince of Naflau
Paula Prima 2 I 10 760 Don Cayetan Langara
El Rofario *9 10 700 Don Francifco Xafier Munos
St* Chriftoval . 18 10 650 Don Frederico Gravino
Principe Carlos ■ JI 4 400 Don Antonio Bafurta
San Juaa 9 4 3 4 0 Don Jofeph Angeler
Paula Sc<*unda . 9 4 3 4 0 Don Pablo de Cofa
Santa Anna . . 7 4 Ut O O Don Jofeph Goicochea
Los Dolores . . 6 4 2 CO Don Pedro Sanchez

142 70 5260

178*.
Sf-pt.

N . B. About thirty-fix men to each gun in ufe, befides failors, &c. 
to work the fliipa.

R e f e r e n c e
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^ R e f e r e n c e  to the Plan of the G r a n d  A t t a c k .

^ T h e  E n e m y ’s W o r k #.

x The Black battery

2 The Infanta’s battery
3 The Prince’s, or Well battery

4 The Princeb’s, or Eaftern Fourteen-gun

batter^
5 Mortar-batteries in their line*

6 T he Old Approach made by General
Don Alvarea 

j  The St. Martin’* battery 

8 The St. Pafchal’s battery 

g The St. CarloS’s battery, with another 
Mortar-battery on its \^e(lcrn flank

10 A battery of four Howitzers

11 Magazines along the parallel
12 Places d’armcs for Mufquetry
i |  A Fafcine-ditch in  front of the works 

14. The ruins of the Mahon redoubt, with a 

two gun battery ^  both deftroyed 011 th#
8 th of September 

i j  Mortar-batteries along the parallel

16 The New Approach and communications

made by the Duke de Crillon
17 The Sixty-four-gun battery
18 Wells for watering the gardens

19 The New*Boyau, ere&ed after the defeat

on the 13th of September
30 The Cave und^r the rock near the Devil’* 

tower, where tbe Enemy formed the 

chimerical idea of making a mine

W o r k s  in \he G a r r i s o h .

21 The Extremity of the Prince’s lines
22 The Comtnunication from the King’s to the

Queen’s lines
23 Crouchet’s and other batteries at the en

trance of the lines
24 The Landport Fleche
25 The North baftion and Cavalier
26 The Gran^Mftjgazine (Moorilh cattle)
27 T heJJw en’s battery (Wjllis’s)
28 j l e  Tower battery 

The Princefs Anne’s battery
*30 i The Magazine which blew up
31 The Princefs Amelia’s battery ,
3« ‘KJje Princefs Caroline’s battery
33 TherS^talan batteries
34 F arringdcm> littery
35 The entrance to tftS^ew gallery lca^ng to

St. George’s Hall
36 Green’s-LodgqjjMtery
37 The Corfican poft***Xfc
38 The Royal battery and Rock-gun
39 The Rock-mortar and Levant Royal
40 The Efplanade and Galley-houfe
41 The White Convent
42 The Fountain
43 The 39th regiment encamped in South

port ditch
44 Anchors funk in (hallow water, with doping

palifades placed upon the beach to ob- 
ftruft a landing.

T h e



T h e  afternoon of the' 14th, feveral thoufand men marched with 
colours from the Enejny’s camp to their lines; and many fhips in 
the Combined Fleet loofed their top-fails. Tljefe motions, and the 
circumftance of many of their boats being manned, caufed various 
fpeculations in tjie TyJhtrifon.- W hatever their future operations 
might be, it was prudent to be on our guard^ the Artillery were 
ordered therefore to regain  upon the batteries,"^and the furnaces 

for heating fhot to be continued lighted, left the Enemy fhould 
be prompted to put all to the flake, and attempt the Garrifon by a 

general attack. It was indeed afterwards rumoured, that fuch a 
defign had been in contemplation, but was over-ruled toy the Duke, 
who was of opinion, it would be expofing the fleet and army to 
inevitable d e fin itio n .

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this re c e n t  defeat, the Enemv re-com- 
menced* their cannonade from the Iflhm us; expending, during the 

remainder o f the month, from one to two thoufand rounds in 
the twenty-four hours j diminifhing gradually, and confining their 

fhells to the night. Their operations on the land fide were ftill 

carried o n ■, and if we were able to form any conjedlufes at this period, 
from their motions to the northward, their late misfortune did not 

feem at all to damp their hopes of fucceeding againft the Garrifon. 
A flag o f truce went on the 15th with letters from our prifoners to 
the camp ; and about two o’clock in the afternoon, the Combined 
Fleet handed in their top-fails. Some hours afterwards they manned 
their jferds, and fired a grand falute. W e were at a lofs to account 

for thefeJingular rejoicings. Lieut. M 'Nam ara, of the J2<\ regiment, 
was wounded the fame day at W illis’s, where our working-parties 
were employed clearing away the rubbifh from the batteries.

T h e  Garrifon having experienced the powerful efficacy of 

red-hot fhot, and the Governor thinking it expedient to have a
continual
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ifofpital j but the officer, notwithftanding every affiftance and 
attention, died on the 17th. H e was buried, the fucceeding day, 
with all military honours, attended by the grenadiers’ of th& 39th 

regiment.

W hen we reffeded what vaft importance this grand enterprife 

was efteemed, and what immenfe fums had becfl^expcnded in the 
ingenious and formidable preparations, it was obferved, with no 
fmall furprife, by many who were prefent when the prifoners were 
landed, that the majority of them feemed to be paft that age when 
the vital powers are fuppofed to be in their greateft vigour.' In an 
expedition where youth’ and ftrength beft pronaifcid £  favourable 
iffue, this impolitic arrangement certainly cojuld not pei^ade the 
w hole! T he Spaniards, from their* dark complexion imd fcanty 
diet, have naturally, even when young, an aged,to o k : and yet om* 
obfervations fegmed confirmed by other indubitable fa&s. Several 

bodies were thrown afhore, all*of which feemed iadvanced in years j 
and one in particular appeared, from his grey beard and lean vifage, 
paft fixty. This corpfe was horribly mtftilated, and, with the 
roiferable objects then under the care of our furgeons, convinced us, 
by ocular proof, of the dreadful havock which oar Artillery mull 
have made in the latter part o f the day.

T h e  wefterly wind, which had eaft up thefe-unfortunate men, 
threw alfo on fhore many trifling curiofities, and fome things of 
value, which had floated on the furface of the Bay, after the Batter ~ 
ingrftiips had blown up. Large wax candles, fuch as are ufually 
burnt by .the Romifh. priefts before their altars fait provifions; 
and a great number of ammunition-boxes, containing ten rounds 
of powder in linen cartridges, were colle&ed by the Garrifon the 
morning fucceeding the defeat. Confxderable pieces of maho
gany, and fome cedar, were faved from the wrecks of thofe fhips

Q^q whofc
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Ifofpital j but the officer, nptwithftandingevery affiftance fcftd 
attention, died on the 17th. H e was buried* thefucceeding day, 
with all military honours, attended by the grenadiers’ o f  the 39th 

regiment.

W h e n  we rcffe<3 ed what vaft importance this g ra n d  e n te rp rife  

was eftecmcd, and what immenfe fums had becj^expended in  th e  

ingenious and formidable preparations, it was obferved, w ith ' n o  

fmall furprife, by many who were prefent when the prifoners w e re  

landed, that the majority o f them feemed to bc paftthat age w h e n  

the vital powers are ftsppofed to be in their griateft vigour. * -In a n

expedition.where youth' and ftrength* beft
iffue, this impolitic arrangement ccrtainly co#ld not jtorvade the 
w tio le! T he Spaniards, from their* dark complexion fend fcanty 
diet, have naturally, even when young, an aged look : an d y e to u r 
©bfervations fefmed confirmed by other indubitable fe&s. Several 

bodies were thrown afhore, all'of which feemed advanced in years; 
and one in particular appeared, from his grey beard and lean vtfage* 
paft fixty. This corpfe was horribly mutilated, and, with the 

mifcrable objedts then under the care of our furgeons, convinced us, 
by ocular proof* of the dreadful havock whifch oar Artillery muft 
have made in the latter part of the day.

T h e  wefterly wind, which had eaft up thefeunfortunate men, 
threw alfo on fhore many trifling curiofities, and fome things of 
value, which had floated on the fuiface of the Bay, after the Batter
ing-fhips had blown up. Large wax candles, fuch as. are ufuajly 
burnt by .the  Romifh. priefls before their altars fait provifions j 
and a great number of ammunition-boxes, containing ten rounds 
o f powder in linen cartridges, were collected by the Garrifon the 
morning fuceeeding the defeat. Confiderable piece?, of Riahw* 
gany, and fome cedar, were faved from the wrecks of thofe fhips

QLq whofe



• Some changes took place in the Governor’s fuite on the 21ft: 
Town-major Capt. f'oulis was appointed Aide-de-camp to the 
Commander in Chief, and Capt. Dolhofte, o f the 72d regiment, 

Town-major. A flag of truce, the fame day, brought over a 
letter from the Pukrr.^in anfwer to one from the Governor, of 

the preceding day. Their boat alfo brought clothing for the W alon 
prifoners. In  the evening, about ■ eight o’clock, reports were 
received from the Northern guards, that the Enerfty were In motion 
in their camp, and that trdops were marching down to the lines. 
Abut the fame time, fome extraordinary fignals were mad? by the 
Spanifh Admiral. T h e th re e  picquets remaining with the Fields 
officer in town were immediately detached to reinforce the Captain 
of Landpprt, the Lines, and W aterport, who,* befides their ufual 

guards, had each two picquets with them before. T he 39th and 
72d regiments were again ordered to lie accoutred, and the Artillery 

cautioned to .be alert. By tfei« difpofition it was evident, jtlic 

Governor ftill expedted a further attack upon the Garrifon; and 
that evening it was m ail to be apprehended, as i t  was poffible 
that the Duke by that day might receive an anfwer from Madrid* 
indicating his future operations. Upwards of twelve hundred men 
being thus diftributcd in the vicinity of the Grand battery, with 
two regiment! at hand to a<5t  as corps de referve, we waited the 
further movements of the Enemy. A little before midnight, a fol* 

dier of the 73d regiment, removing rubhifh from the Prince's lines, 
fell from the extremity, and was killed. An officer with a fmall 
detachment was immediately ordered from Landport, to "bring in 
the body. This was difcovered by the Enemy’s advanced parties, 
who oppofed it by a brifk difcharge of mufquetry in regular platoons. 
Queen’s-liaes guard protected our party, who returned with the 
body without any cafualties, T he fteady and animated fire fupported 
by the Enemy,* convinced us of the ftrength of their advanced pofls,

C ^q  2 Nothin#
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SoMfe ch&tiĝ s took plaice -.î îaaiics'.̂ OhQnMinoar's fuite on ttye aiffi 
Town-major Capt. poulis was appointed Aide-de-camp to this 
Commander in Chief, and Capt. Deihofle, of the fid  regiment, 
Town-major. A flag of twee, the fame day, .over a
letter from the |>ttfe>Sn tnfwep to one from the Governor, of 
the preceding day. Their boat *lfo tifeughtckrthing fctf thif Waloo 
prifoners. In ihfi evening* , nbtwit. eight o'ofcek, 
received from thp Northern guards, th#* thp JSneifcy wefc In jiiiiftljpft 
in their caoap, *nd that iSHJope wets murchwg down to the lin««. 
Abut the fpnfi tfone, foK»e cytrronjinwry %nals were rnadp by tji? 
Spanifh Admiral. Tfe* .three picqtf«s mm&Mng vpth the fl*!#, 
officer in to««n were immediately detached tfeft Captiin
of Landppit, th« &ines, and Wdterpwt, who/befidcs their ufual 
guards, had each two pie<$uets with them before. The 39th sn<i 
73d regiments were again ordered to lie accoutred, and the Artilkry 
cautioned to .be alert, By tfctf difpofitian it was evident, she 
Governor ftill expe&cd a further attaek upon the CJarrifon •, aoi 
that evening it was moft to be app«heri3ed, As ’it  was poffible 
that die Duke by that day mightre©e*vc an adfwer Irom Madrid* 
indicating his future operations. Upwards oftw*l*e hundred men 
being thus distributed in the vicinity of the Grated battery, with 
two regiment* at hand to «& ai” ecfrps 4e ;W iilieed the:
further movements of the Eoemy.A little ba&we mktatg^it.a fol* 
dier of the 73d ecgunettt, rimowng rubbifh frpm Ihe ̂ Prince** lines, 
feU from the extremity, and was killed. An officer with a fmall 
detachment was immediately ordered irom Landport, to ’bring in" 
the body. This was difcovered by tfoc'Eipemŷ  advanced parties, 
who oppofed it by a brifk di&harge of mufquetry in regular platoons, 
(^een's-Hjaes gw&rd p««e£i;«d our party, who returned with the 
body without any cafuajities. The #eady and animated fire fapported 
by the Enemy,* eoayinced us cxf the ftrength o f their advanced pof&*‘
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Nothing extraordinary, however, happened during the. night after 

this occurrence.

T h e  Governor ftill continued the party at Lower Forbes’s under 
the Lines. On the night of the 23d; they, difcovered two men near 
the ftone fentry-bpx, within*the ruins or the old barrier. T he 
Serjeant'S orders| (the Reader may fe m e m b ^  were, not to fire but 
in his 6Wn defence, or in cafe o f an dan#&;&ut, obferving them 
meafuring, with a chain, the diftance Between the foot of the Rock 
and the'.Inundation, and thinking they m ight be perfons of fome 
cohfequence, and probably poflefTed of memiei’andutns which might 
difcover the motives o f  their manoeuvre** he deterftiined in this 
cafe to fire : they, ia re tu rn ,, alarmed at hi£ preparations, fuddenly 
appeared on the defenfive j b u t |h e  Serjeant Was fo lucky as to kill 
the principal perfon, and the o thferan off. T he body was inftantly 
brpught in, but no papers of confequence were found about him . 

H e was thought to have been a volunteer. T he Serjeant, who was 
a Cadet in General Reden’s regiment, was foon afterwards promoted 
to a commiffion j but whether for this fervice, or in his tour, I  
cannot inform m y  Reader.

T he Efctemy’s firing feemed now to be dire&ed under the follow

ing regulation®. About five or fix in the morning, when the night^ 
picquets were retiring from their pofts, the cannonade commenced,- 
and Continued pretty briik till noon. From twelve to twa^ct'-^efc 
there wds the ufual intermiflion ; for, as I have remarked J}<!fore, 
they would not be deprived of their cuftomary nap, or jitfla . 

In the decline o f the day, they difcharged more or lefs, as their 
caprice dictated. About feven in the evening, their cannon ceafed, 
and their mortars took up the fire, continuing it till day-break o f 
the fucceeding day. T he ammunition now expended was generally

from

3eo H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E



from four to five, and fometimes fix hundred, fhells in the twenty- 

four hours, with from' fix hundred to a thoufand fhot. T he 

profufion of the former had greatly diminifhed the immenfe piles 
in their artillery-park, and Vheir howitzers were not fo lavifh of 
their troublefome Shells 'as they had been.

T h e  24th, the Brilliant frigate was raifed after much trouble. 
T he fame day about noon, upwards of fifty boats, which had 
been affembled for the attack, returned to the weft ward, and the 
mantlet-boats retired up the river Palmones. T he departure o f  
the former, with others which had left the Bay the two preceding 

days, reduced their fmall craft to a very trifling number.
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C H A P T E R  V III.

7be Combined Fleets* remain in Gibraltar Bay, being determined to 
oppqfe the relief o f tbe Garrifon.— CaptaigL C urtis vijits the Enemy's 
Camp to ejlablijh a cartel.— Enemy raife additional works.—-'The 
Combined Fleets’ 'greatly di/lrejfed by a hurricane.'—A  Spanijh line- 
of-battle /hip b^driven under the walls o f Xjibraltar, andfubmits ta 
the Garrifin.— A t. this juncture the Britijh Fleet appear in the 

Straits, but the convoy ufijbrtunately pafs the Rock to. the eaftward.—  
Letters received from  the BritiJJj M inijlry by the Governor Tbe 
Combined Fleets, after making repairs, follow tbe Britijh Fleet, but 
avoid an aBion.—L ord  Howe conducts the convoy fa fe  into the Bay, 

fails to the wejlward, and is followed by the Combined Fleets^— Ene
my's cannonade dimiftijhes, and thefire from  the Garrifon increafes.—  
Enemy ejlablijh apbjl under the Rock near tbe DeviTslower.— Repeat 
their attacks from  the gun-boats.— The Duke de Crillon acquaints 
General Eliott that the preliminaries o f a g e n e r a l  p e a c e  had 
been figned.— Hojiilities in confequence ceafe.— The Emperor o f Mo
rocco fends a prefent o f cattle with a letter to General Eliott, who 

foon dfterwards receives from  England official accounts o f the peace.—  
Interview between the Duke de Crillon and the Governor.— The 
Governor views the Spanijh batteries, and dines at San Roque.— The 
Duke returns tbe vi/it, in the Garrifon.— Ceremony o f invejiing the 
Governor with the Order o f the Bath.— Sir George Augujius Eliott's 

fpeech to the Garrifon, upon communicating to them the t h a n k s  o f 
the King and Parliamentfor their d e f e n c e  #/' G i b r a l t a r .

JSJo t w it h s t a n d j n g  w« might naturally infer from the difperfion 
of their lmall craft, that the Enemy had at length relinquifhed the: 
hope of taking Gibraltar by force of arm s; yet the cor’•'nuance 
jof .iheir cannonade, and the prefence of the Combined Fleets,

(though



(though freqocnt opportunities had offered for their return to the 

weftward) rendered their condu& fo ambiguous, that we could form 
no idea what line they purpofed to pursue in their future operations. 
W e knew a relief was intended by the Britifh l^leet; but we could 
never imagine, if  there \vas apy thing of an equality, that the 
Enemy would vedture an oppofition, even though a victory might 

make them matters of Gibraltar. W c waited therefore a few days 
to obferve the movements of our adverfaries, and by their a&ions 

expedted to folve the difficulty.

T he evening of the 26th of September, the whole o f the Com
bined Army were under arms, formed in one line (which extended, 
about four miles and a half) from the river Guadaranque to very 

near Fort Tonara. Some perfons of high rank, attended by a 
numerous fuite of cavalry, pafifed along the fro n t; and they were 
not difmiiTed till* after fun-fet. Jn the evening, ’Major HorsfalU%o^ 
the j z d  regiment, was wounded by a fplinter of a fhell. At night, 
another of our workmen in the Prince’s lines fell from the extremity, 
and was killed. A party was detached from Landport to bring in the 
body, 'and the Queen’s-lines and other guards ordered to protedt 
th em : the Enemy however remained quiet. The 2yih , their parties 
began to collect brufh-wood for fafcines. This circumftance ferved 
the more to increafe our doubts relative to their future condudh The 

■ fame day, our Navy got up the Porcupine frigate; the Engineers 
alfo finifhed the Royal and Green’s-lodge batteries. The former 
is thirteen hundred, and the latter nine hundred feet above fhe level 
of the Iflhmus ; yet, notwithftanding this elevation, the Enemy’s 
fire, during Don Alvarez’s bombardment, was found to be fo galling, 
that the Engineers were under the neceflity of covering them with 
caifToned merlons. Several launches full of troops were obferved,, 
on the 29th, going on board the Combined Fleet. They were fup- 
pofed to be Marines who had been landed from the men of war

previous
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previous to the Grand Attack. A flag of truce, the fame day, brought 
clothes for the prifoners. * Early on the morning of the 30th, a fol- 
dier of the /2 d  regiment deferted from the ferjeant’s party at Lower 
Forbes’s. His own*brother was one of the guard. The fame day, 
the Combined Fleets were joined by a lme-of-battle fhip. The 
Enemy’s cannonade ftill continued to be about a thoufand, or eleven 
hundred rounds of fhot and fhells in the twenty-four hours. Willis’s 
batteries, and the extremity of the Prince’s and Queen’s lines, were 
much damaged from the fixty-four-gun battery. A flag of truce 
went from the Garrifon with a letter, and two parcels, which had 
been fent on the 29th, directed for perfons who could not be'found 
amongft the prifoners. In the evening of the 30th, the mortar- 
boats bombarded oyr camp. At firft we imagined they were alone, 

but the gun-boats foon afterwards fired upon the town from the 
northward. Two fhells fell in the Hofpital, and wounded feveral 
of the fick. Other cafualties alfo happened in the .Garrifon. T he 
prifoners upon W indmill-hill were alarmed on two or three fhells 
falling near their camp ; and it was not without fome fever.ity, that 
their guards could keep themfelves within the boundaries.

E a r l y  on»the firft of O&ober, a boat came into'L ittle Bay, 
with a Corfican on board, who had efcaped from Algeziras. He 
had been mate of a neutral veffel; but -hearing that fome of his 
relations were in the Corfican corps, he was determined to join 
his countrymen. T he intelligence which he brought was, that 

Lord Howe only waited fome reinforcements to fail for the relief o f 
Gibraltar, and that the Combined Fleet were refolved to oppofe him. 
Thus confoled with the hope of preventing the intended fuccours, 

the Enemy ftill flattered themfelves that Gibraltar muft of neceffity 

fubmit, through the mere failure of provifions. In the courfe of 

the day, the cclrpfe of a Spanifh Officer was wafhed afhore under our 
walls: a purfe of piftoles, and a gold watch, were found in his

pockets.
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pockets. H e was buried with refpedt, two Navy Officers attending 

the funeral; and the follow ing day, a flag o f  truce delivered the 

watch and money, to be returned to bis friends. T he 2d, feveral 
men were wounded by the Bnemy's fhot, in the gallery above Far- 

ringdon’s, which continued to be profecuted with diligence j and 

Serjeant Harrop, of the 72d regiment, (a man univerfally admired for 

his gallantry and conduit in the works) was killed at W illis’s. 
W e obferved, the fame day, feveral boats, which formerly had 

mantlets in the bow, returning from .the river Palmones ; having, 
as we imagined, undergone fome alterations, to enable thqm to adt 

as gun-boats. In cafe o f a viiit from the latter, fignals were now 

determined upon, to intimate when the Artillery were to man the 

batferies. T w o guns quick, and a red flag hoifted upon a flag-ftafF 

eredted on the South baftion, was to be the day-fignal ; two guns 

quick, and a light, the fignal for the night. In the evening, we 

had an •opportunity o f pradh'fyig our new fignals, by the apjwa^i^ 

o f the mortar-boats, which bombarded the Garrifon for about two 

hours. The gun-boats, though perhaps attending them, did not 
fire. Previous to their viiit, fome rnufquets were difcharged, and 

fome’ fignals made amongft the F lee t; but we could not obferve 

any particular movements.

In  the forenoon o f the 3d, a Spanifh frigate, with a flag o f truce 

at her fore-top-gallant maft-head, anchored within gun-fhot of the 
Old-mole head, and immediately Capt. Curtis went on board her. 

In the forenoon, Capt. Curtis returned, and the frigate failed back 

to the fleet. T he wind at the time was fo ftrong, that fhe was 

obliged to’ leave her anchor behind; which being mentioned to 

the Governor, orders were fent, not to fire upon the boats when they 

returned to fifh it up. T he following day, Capt; Curtis, accom
panied by the Governor’s fecretary and a Naval officer, went in his 

barge to the Orange-grove -t where a carriage waited, and condudted
R r them
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them to Buena-Vifia, the Duke’s quarters. The intention o f this 

vilit, we afterwards underftood, was to efta-blifh a cartel with the 

Spaniards for the exchange o / prifoners. Capt. Curtis was intro
duced, by the Duke'de Crillon, to hisf Royal Highnefs the Count 
d ’Artois, who thanked him, in very handfhme terms, for his huma
nity and gallantry in relieving the unfortunate prifoners from the 

burning Battering-ffiips j requsfting Capt. Curtis at the fame time 

to inform the Governor, that he entertained the higheft efteem and 

refpedt for him, for his benev.olencc and liberality to the prifoners 

upon the fame occaiion. Before Capt. Curtis returned, which was 

in the evening, the kilns for heating fhot were lighted, and other 

preparations made, as i f  fome attack was expedted. During this 

correfpondence, the Enemy’s batteries obferved a proper filence, in 

refpedt to the flag. Capt. Curtis informed us, that Lord H owe, 

with the Britifh fleet, was on his pafTage to the Mediterranean. 
J^l^Xfarrifon did not however fee} that indefcribable fatisfadtion 

'“and pleafure on this intelligence, which we had experienced when 

Admirals Rodney and Darby were announced in 1780 and 1781. A  

F rench Rear-Admiral, in a three decker, with a frigate, and feveral 

fmaller armed veffels, joined the Combined Fleet on the, 3d. T he  

man o f war had many fignals flying when fhe entered the Bay, which  

were anfwered by the Spanifh Admiral.

- T h e  Enemy’s cannonade was ftill continued, with fuch variation 

as their caprice didtated. The number o f rounds o f fhot and fhells 

ufually exceeded eight hundred in the twenty-four hours, andiom e- 

times amounted to eleven or twelve huddred. W e amufed them 

with a trifling return, diredted chiefly to their parties, who, to our 

aftonifhment, were ftill forming confiderable depots o f fafcines and 

materials in the lines. Lieut. Kenneth M ‘Kenzie, o f the 73d, was 

wounded on the 4th, in the communication from the' King’s to the 

Queen’s lines. T w o days afterwards, agreeably to a flag o f truce o£
the
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the preceding day, the Spanifh prifoners (excepting ten fick in the 

Hofpital, and fifty-nine'Walons and foreigners who requefted to 

ftay behind) were fent to the Combined camp., The Walons who 

preferred ftaying in the GaVrifon were embodied into thofe corps 

which chofe to receive them. • T he 39th and 58th regiments enter

tained ten each •, and the remainder were incorporated with the 

Corfican company.

T w o  o f the Enemy's engineers had been obferved, on the 4th, 
picketing out a work, extending from the ruins o f the* Mahon 

battery to the weftern -beach, crofting the north-weft angle of 

the fartheft gardens. W e were at a lofs what to conclude from 

this appearance o f a determination ftill*to profecute the fiege. They 

did not however let us remain long in fufpenfe.; for, on the morning 

o f the 6th, we difcovered that they had erefted a ftrong boyau 

o f approach, extending, in the*line before mentioned, about’T W S  

hundred and thirty yards— near a quarter o f a mile. It was railed 

with fand-bags j and from its refemblance to the original epaulement 

o f the s iXTY-FOUR-gun battery, fome imagined it was intended for 

the fame purpofe ,• though the Engineers were o f  opinion, it was only 

a communication to fome additional works in embryo. Although 

the Enemy, by throwing up this extenfive work, gained by ftealth 

a fecond advantage upon the Garrifon, yet the Governor was deter
mined, if  poffible, to prevent them completing it. T he Old-mole 

head howitzers, with a warm fire from the heights, were qpened at 
night tipon this new object; and, as the former almoft entirely 

enfiladed it, the Enemy were fo much annoyed, that it was never 

finifhed. 't'lie night o f the 6th, they made good the communica
tion to the parallel, from the extremity of the boyau, near the 

ruins of the M^hon battery, which was left imperfedt the preceding 

night.
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T he following day, thf St. Martin’s battery took fitfe' from tho 

wadding or difcharge o f their own cannon. One merlon was 

deftroyed, and another confiderably damaged, before the flames were 

extinguished. W e threw a few (hells rfom below, to difturb them 

in this duty; but otherwife no particular Tiotice was taken o f the 

accident. T he Enftny found their fituation fo extremely warm 

in their new boyau, that on the night o f the 7th they threw up a 

ltrong fhoulder at the extremity near the beach, to proteft them 

againft the howitzers of the Old-mole head. T he fhells were 

ntverlhelefs fired with fuch judgement and dexterity, as juft to clear 

the traverfc, and feemed to do as much execution in the interior 

part as before. Great quantities o f fafcines, &c. were fcattered 

in the rear; whence’ we concluded they purpofed working in the 

night, but had been prevented by the vivacity o f  our fire. They 
alfo repaired the St. Martin’s battery. .A  flag o f truce brought over 

for the Governor and Capt. Curtis on the 8th and at 
night, a boat failed for Leghorn with a midftiipman and fix failors, 

bearing home difpatches from the Governor. This was the firft: 
boat or veflel which left the Garrifon after the victory o f the pre

ceding month.

T h e  Enemy, about the 8th or 9th, adopted a new plan for the 

regulation of their bombardment during the n ig h t: every ten or 

fifteen minutes they difcharged five, feven, and fometimes ten mor

tars at the fame time, dire&ing the (hells principally to the lame 

objed. After a filence o f the above period, they faluted us with 

a fecond volley* and fo on till morning gun-fire. T he number o f  

rounds continued variable, from four to fix hundred (hots, with  

almoft the fame proportion o f  fhells, in the twenty-four hours. 
They were enabled to expend thefe immenfe quantities o f  ammu
nition by receiving conftaht fupplies. The parties in the fafcinc- 
park appeared now to be confiderably increafed, and ain univerfal

a f t iv i ty
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activity feemed ftill to prevail through jtbe different departments. 08*. 
A perfon ignorant of vvhat had palled, and fuddenly brought to view  

their proceedings, might therefore naturally ^conclude from their 

operations, that they were delated with fome fuccefs, rather than 

deprefled by a defeat. On the night o f  the 9th, fome fignals were 

made at Cabrita point, whech were anfwered, by the Combined 

Fleets, each fliip fhowijig a light.

# T h e  wind blew frefli wefterly on the 10th and two frigates and 

a cutter joined the Combined Fleets from that quarter.. In the 

evening, a number o f fignals were made by the Spanifh Admiral, 
which were anfwered by various fhips in the fleet. After fun-fct, 
the gale increafed, and at midnight it; blew a hurricane, with fmart 

fhowers o f rain. Signal-guns were repeatedly fired by the Com
bined Fleets j and from their continuance, an$ the violence o f the 

wind, we concluded fome o f them Were in diftrefs. At day-4fT*»i<gj 
a Spanifh two-decker was difcovered in a crippled ftate, clofe in 

fhore off Orange’s baftion : fhe was: under clofe-reefed courfes, 
and had loft her mizen-top-maft. Obferving her danger upon an 

Enemy’s iee-fhore, fhe fuddenly luffed u p ,. and_ endeavoured to  

leath er the Garrifon: as fhe pafled, feveral fhot were fired through 

^ier from / the King’s ]baftion, which killed two, and wounded 

two others; and foon afterwards fhe grounded near Ragged-ftaflv 

and ftruck to the Garrifon, hoifting an Englifh jack over her own 

colours. A boat from the Speedwell cutter immediately took 
pofTcfTion o f  the San Miguel, or St. Michael, o f feven%wo guns, 

commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a Chef d 'Efcadre. The officer* 
and m en/ to the number o f fix hundred and thirty-four (many 

o f whom were difmounted dragoons), were immediately landed, 
and conduced to the quarters before occupied,by their friends 

upon W indm ill-hill. T he Governor was prefent when they were 

brought afhore, and generoufly permitted them to take their baggage
qjifcarched*
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unfearched, and the officers their flock o ffrefh  provifiops. W hen 

tjie morning cleared'up, fo as to admit o f opr obfervjng the ftate 

of the Combined Fleets, we difcovered the whole in great diforder. 

One was on fhore near their Grand magazine: a French fhip o f  the 

line had loll her foremaft and bowfprit: one, a three-decker, was 

miffing, fuppofed to be driven from her anchors to the eaft ward * 

and three or four were forced .half-bay over (two within range o f  

the Garrifon), where they all feemed to be in a very pje^arkps 

fituation. Many o f the parapet-boats, and other fmall craft, wrre 

alfo driven on fhore near the Orange-grove. I f  the florm had. con7 

tinued a few hours longer, it is not improbable that a three-decker, 
with feveral other fhips, would have fuffered the fate o f the 

St. Michael. T he wind, however, abated as the day advanced j 
and, when the fwell would permit them to affifl the difabled fhips, 
the boats were bufily employed in carrying out anchors and cables 

jft^jiiofe which appeared moft in,.diftrefs. T he Garrifon were

"not idle fpeftators o f  thefe movements : feveral fea-mortars were 

foon brought to bear on the neareft fhips, and one was in a fhort 
time obliged to m ove; but anchoring again off Point Mala, we 

continued annoying her with fhells and red-hot fhot, till (he warped 
out o f  our range!

T h e  prifoners were no fooner landed from the prize, than the 

feamen began to lighten the vefTel, by removing her powder afhore, 
and cutting away the mizen-maft: but remaining ftill aground, 

they carri&fbut anchors to prevent her going further afhore, intend
ing to renew their exertions to warp her off at high water. T h e  

St. Michael was efteemed one o f the befl failers in the Spanifh 

navy. She was a* new .(hip, built at the Havannah j very lofty 

between decks, which were of mahogany, and her beams o f cedar. 
W hen the Combined Fleets appeared in the Englifh Channel, 
the St. Michael was one of the leading fhips, and was alfo in the

fquadron-
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fquadron wljlch fired upon the Garrifon the 9th o f September, when 

the Duke de Crillon. opened his batteries. T he Spanifh officers 

informed us they had received intelligence, the preceding day, o f  the 

approach o f the Britifh Flcet^ which had induced Admiral Cordova 

vto order the Combined Fleets to lie at fingle anchor, and prepare to 

weigh at the fhorteft notice: that they were thus fituated when the 

jjale camc on j and, th$ hurricane ftill increafing, a three-decker, 

Kwfly in /fie  morning* ran foul o f the St. Michael, and forced her 

fr® fn er anchor: that fhe immediately fet fail, but, as the event 
had evinced, found it impoffible to weather the Rock.

T h e  intelligence o f Lord Howe being fo near, now, fdr the firft 

time, gave us fenfible pleafure; not ,fo much* on account o f our 

perfonal lituation, as o f the advantage which the Enemy’s recent 
misfortunes would give his Lordfhip over his Opponents, as well 
towards -accompliihing the obj«s£t o f  his orders, as affording-iia^ 

a further opportunity o f  adting as his Lordfhip’s well-known abi

lities might dictate. W e were fo elated by our Enemy’s diftrefs,. 

that fome were fo fanguine as to anticipate the moft glorious con
clufion o fjfa e  war, and our own fiifFerings.  ̂ Our hopes however 

vawt*-foon deprefled by the intelligence o f  Lord Howe's great infe
riority in number. Thirty-four fail to oppofe forty-two, which ftill 
remains® "at anchor in the Bay, gave us reafon to be apprehenfive for 

the fafety o f the Britifh Fleet. T he navigation o f  the Straits wa& 

fo precarious, that, if his Lordfhip once entered the Mediterranean* 

he might probably be prevented from returning for a corifiderable 

time } and the Enemy, though now diftrefled, might, by the 

affiftance o f the camp, foon refit, and attack him under every* 

advantage. By this digreffion I am however anticipating the regular 

narrative. In. the afternoon* a French two-deckeh failed to the 

eaftward ; and'loon after, a fettee came in from the v)eft, and fired 

fcvecal guns as fhe entered the Bay. At this time ijf was fo very

hazjr
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hazy in the Straits, that we could not fee the oppofite co |lts. About 

fun-fet, feveral large (hips were difcovered through the haze j and 

foon after, the Latona frigate, Capt. Conway, anchored under our 

guns, and informed *us, that the fhip^ in the Gut were the Van 

o f the Britifh. Fleet, commanded b.y Lqrd Howe, coniifling of 

thirty-four fail o f the line, including eleven three-fieckers, \gith fix 

frigates and thirty-one ordnance-tranfports, and a reinforcement g f  

upwards o f fixteen hundred men for the Garrifon. CaptV^onWy 

further told us of the anxiety which prevailed at home, reii£r;e 

to the fituation o f Gibraltar; and that it was only off the fouthern 

coaft o f  Portugal that Lord Howe had his' doubts removed, by 

receiving intelligence o f the Enemy’s late defeat. This welcome 

information, he faid, was accompanied by advice, that “  the Com- 

** bined Fleets had taken tlieir ftation in the Bay o f Gibraltar, 
“  refolutely determined to prevent, if  poffible, the intended relief." 

W e jgarned, that upon receiving the latter intelligence, the Admirals 

*imd principal Officers were fummoned on board the Vidtory j where 

parficular inftrudtions and orders were communicated, in expectation 

o f an engagement, which was confidered as unavoidable.

A l t h o u g h  the Enemy’s fignals for the approach o f the 

Fleet were made early in the afternoon, yet the Spanifli Admiral 

exhibited not the leaft appearance o f oppofition to any reinforccuients 
being fent into the Bay. This favourable opportunity was however 

loft i owing, as Lord Howe expreJTes in his official letter, “  to the 

** want o f  timely attention to the circumftances o f the navigation.” 

Only four or five tranfports reached the B ay; the reft, with the 

Fleet, were carried by the current into the Mediterranean.- A t night, 

or early on the 12/h, Capt. Curtis failed in the Latona, to inform 

Lord Howe ofithe calamity which had -befallen the Enemy’s fleet. 
At noon, thefBritifh Fleet appeared in good order off Eftepona or 

Marbella; an<l the tranfports-, with the frigates, were working to

windward
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tvitidward xto  gain the Bay. As they approached the Iflhmus, the 

Enemy faluted them /rom  their mortars, and fired upon them from 

behind the eaftern advanced Guard-houfe.

W h i l s t - the Britifh f le e t ,  with the tranfports, were thus criti
cally fituated, the Combined Fleets were very adtive in repairing 

fceir damages, and in forming a line o f  battle along the fliore. 
ft th^^vening, a number o f troops were embarked on board 

trofnfrom  the camp. Their xebequ?s, cutters, armed brigs, and 
gnn-boats, alfo affembled in Sandy-Bay, with an intention pro

bably o f  picking up \»ur ftraggling tranfports. In the clofe o f the 

day, however, this fleet o f craft returned to their main fleet. At 

night, the Panther man o f war, and feveral • tranfports, anchored 

in the Bay.

T h b  Enemy on the land-ficjp perfevered in their cannortadfip^M*. 
obferving that the St. Michael had run aground within the range' 
o f  their batteries, threw great numbers o f fhells, with an intent 

to deftroy her. Many burft over her, and fome fell very near ; 

b u t/ as ttair artillery could only be diredted by her mails, none fell 
They pointed their ufual weight o f fire againft our works, 

which tha Governor (now that a profpedt o f fupplies appeared) 
frfctmucu with unufual* vivacity. Their new boyau feverely felt 

the effedt o f our ordnance. It was confiderably deranged, and the 

enfilading howitzers at the Old-mole head prevented them from 

ftrengthening it with any additions o f  confequence. In* the Gar- 

rifon-orders o f the 12th, the following extra&s were inferted :

178*,
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GL. O . *« ExtraStfrom  a L etter to the Governor, f r a y  the Right 
“  Hon. the lEarl o f  Shelburne, prin cip a l Secretary o f  

“  State to His Majefiy. D ated S t. James’s, July  10thr 

“  1782.

“  I a m  alfo honoured with H is Majefty’s cofnmand to affure 

“ you in the ftroAgeft terms, that no encouragement (hall h -  

“  wanting to the brave Officers and Soldiers* under your cfu^iman/!' 
“  His Royal approbation o f the paft, will no doubt be a pdwa^el 
“  incentive to future exertions ; and I have the King’s authority > to  

“  affure you, that every diftingui(hed aCt o f emulation and gallantry, 
“ which (hall be performed in courfe o f the fiege, by any, even 

** o f the loweft rank,, w ill meet with ample reward from his gracious 

“  protedion and favour. Thefe H is Majefty’s intentions you will 
** communicate to evefy part o f  your Garrifon, that they may be 

“ jpgjje&ly fatisfied their Royal Mafter feels for the difficulties they 

<4 are under, admires their glorious refiftance, and will be happy to  

41 reward their merit.”

$t 4 H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  L A T E

*• E x tra #  f r m  at L etter to the Governor, from  the R ight Hon. 
«*General Conway, Commander in C hief o f His 

“  Forces. D ated Augufi 317?, 1782*

“  I a m  now to add, that I have the King’s command to inform  

".you, that he is in the greafteft degree fatisfied with the brave and 

“  fteady dfcfence made by your Garrifon j and H is Majefty is defirous 

*« o f (howing them every mark o f His Royal Approbation. It is 
“  in this light that His Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to con- 

“  fent to grantine.>&t and forage-money, as a proper indulgence to 

** your O fficers/

T h e s e
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'■ * T h e s e  & t r a & r  w a f t ' ^ m t e d - -  b y  with great fatis- l̂ *»
fadion, -'as' th ey ' deraoriftrated, that the iafcty o f  Gibraltar was 

efteemed a matter o f  the firft importance j anjl flattered us with the 

agreeable hopes, that our ltfte fervices would be acceptably received 

by our Friends and Countrymen.

" I k T h e  Britifh Fleet, ^t day-break ton the 13th, was ftill off Mar- 

^ l ^ /v ith  the wind at weft. About nine o’clock A .M . the 

SlWmfh Admiral made the fignal for the Combined Fleets to weigh 

^ h o r .  By one o’clock the whole were under way. A t three, 

a French Rear-Admiral* being the laft o f  the reardivifion, cleared 

the Bay. Their number in all amounted to eighty fail, o f  which 

the following, I believe, is an accurate account: fix three-deckers, 
thirty-eight two-deckers, including feveral .fifties (total forty-four 

men o f  w a r); five frigates} twenty-nine xebeques, cutters, armed 

fhips, Ind brigs ; alfo two, 'imagined to be fire-fhips. 
withftanding little doubt was to be entertained of the Enemy's 

intention o f leaving the Bay, the Panther man o f war remained 

at anchor with feveral officers o f  the Garrifon on board, whom the 

Governoryfead permitted to adt as volunteers in .the engagement.

^TTHIT the Combined Fleets had Cleared the Bay, they flood fome 

jtimc t o j flfe fouthward* and leaving a line-of-battle fhip and two 

frigates to prevent the Panther from joining her Admiral, drove 
with the current fome leagues to the eaftward. They theif appeared 

to edge down towards the Britifh Fleet, which was in #clofe line 

o f  bafttle upon a wind, with their heads to the fouth ward ; the 

tranfports, with the frigates which had been beating up, falling 

behind them to leeward. Thus were both Fleets fituated at ’the 

clofe o f the evening, l^fore the Enemy hacfVstally quitted the 

Bay, Captain Curtis landed in a fmall boat from thsJLatona frigate,
With twenty thoufand pounds in fpecie for the G/rrifon, having 

aartowly efcaped being eut off by the Combined fleets . H e  told
S s 2 us



us the Britifh Fleet were in high fpirits, and impatient* to engage 

notwithftanding the Enemy’s great fuperioHty. W hen the Com

bined Fleets firft apgeared in. motion, the Spanifh prifoners whq 

had been landed from the St. Michael, fvere fo overjoyed, that they 

could not forbear exprcffing their ecftafies m fo riotous- a manner, 

as to call for fome feverity, to confine them within the limits o f  

their camp.

As o u r  obfervations on the manoeuvres o f the fleet were inW*- 
rupted fopn after fun-fet, wc impatiently waited for the fucceed$g  

day to be fpedtators o f the adtion, which .was now confidered as 

impoffible to be avoided j and orders were therefore given for pre

paring feveral wards' in the Navy Hofpital for the reception o f  

the wounded: but on the dawn o f the 14th, the Fleets, to our 

aftonifhment, were fome leagues diftant from each other j the 

being to leeward in the fouth-eaft quarter, whilft the Com - 

wned Fleets appeared off Eftepona. In the evening, the Britifh 

Fleet could only be difcovered from the fummit o f the Rock. It 
feemed to the Garrifon, that the Spanifh Admiral, by having the 
weather-gage, had it in his option to bring the Britifh Fleet to 

adtion if  he pleafed.— The Fleets being thus feparated, theTSJttfeS* „ 
about noon, endeavoured to join Lord Howe, but put baĉ k for want 

of’ wind. Seventeen gun-boats came from Algeziras, apparently to  

prevent her leaving the B ay; but, obferving her eaft anchor, they 

returned.

T h e  Enemy’s cannonade on the land-fide was continued with 

graat vivacity. A few days, nay, probably hours, were to turn the 

balance for or a ^ n f t  iheir future hopes o f  obtaining the grand 

objedt o f theirlwifhes : they wefe not therefore economical in their 

ammunition jf nor was the Garrifon in the leaft behind with them 

in the brifk ufl* o f  their ordnance. Lieut. Gromley, o f  the Royal
Artillery*
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Artillery, jVas mortally wounded in the evening, at W illis’s, and 

died foon after he was b'rought to tbe Hofpital.

P a r t  o f the Combined ̂ Fleets, in the morning o f the 15th, were 

feen (though the weather was-very hazy) off Marbdla. T he Britifh 

Fleet was out o f  fig h t; the Panther neverthelefs attempted to join  

iem. About eight M . the wind came about to the eaftward.
forenoon, nine polacres failed from the Spanifh camp, with  

&ps on board, for Ceuta. This- brought to our recollection 

,^ ê critical ftate of\that Garrifon, both as to men and provifions, 

when Admiral Rodney.was in their neighbourhood in 1780 j and 

the Enemy, from embracing this opportunity o f fending fupplies, 
appeared not entirely to have forgotten it. About noon, the Britifh 

Fleet was difcovered in the offing, to the fouth-eaft o f  Ceuta, 

Handing under an eafy fail towards the Rock. A t night the Latona, 
with eight or‘ten tranfports, anchored in the Bay. They in&v^ * 4  
us, that the Buffalo man o f war, with the remaining twelve fhips, had 

feparated (by order) from the Fleet, but had not afterwards joined. 

This intelligence gave us fome uneafiniefs for their fafety j but we 

flattered ojtrfelves they were gone, agreeably,to inftru<ftions, to die 

JSafelflie Iflands, the place of; rendezvous in cafe the fleets engaged. 
Capt. Copway, after a fhort conference with the Governor* returned 

^ n i ie  morning o f the 16th to the Britifh Fleet, w hich were cruifing 

to the eaftward of the Rock, with the wind at eaft. The Com
bined Fleets were not in fight : we concluded therefore that they 

were* gone into Malaga to make further repairs, and jo in ’thofe fhips. 
which had been forced from the Bay on the 11 th. Since the arrival 
o f the firft tranfports, the Garrifon had been bufily employed in 

difembarking the fuppligfsT T he former flCŝ s had principally 

brought us provifions; this brought us only m en jW  ammunition, 
wiiich probably might, without this fupply, haveTycome a& fcarce 

articles as the former had been.
T h u



Jj|*» T he exertions o f the N avy not tjeing fticcelstul in g a t in g  the

v-in-nj St. M ichacl, a hundred failois were detached op board, on the 17th,

to their affiftance; and not long afterwards, fhe was anchored off
• I

the .New"mole. It was peculiarly fortunate that fixe grounded 

on a bank of fand, though (he was-furrounded with rocks: her 

bottom was therefore little injured* Sir Charles Knowles, Bart* 

who had been formerly on this, ftation, waseappointed to c o m i n g  

her. T he wind had now changed to the fouth-weft arnHin tp . 

forenoon o f the fame day, a Britifh frigate appeared from the wiSft. 
She madq a fignal when off -Europa, which being anfwered by oiir 

Fleet, (he immediately joined them. A t night, the gun-boats 

being heard in the Bay, our batteries were manned to receive them ; 

but, upon a gun beirfg fired ffom the St. Michael, they threw up 

their rockets, and returned. Some were o f opinion that they 

meditated an attempt to cut her out. T he 18th, the wind again 

jg&)Ea*MSkbout to the eaft; and the Buffalo, with eleven of the "miffing 

tranfports, arrived in, the courfe o f  the day. Thefe fhips, as we had 

conjedured, had feparated from the Fleet* and were proceeding to 

the place o f rendezvous* when, not hearing the engagement, and the 

wind veering about, they returned, and were very near f in in g  the 

Combined Fleets* but difcovered their error time enough tcTrWtfty. 

it . T he miffing veffel, they informed us, had been talftŝ n̂  by the. 

Enemy, fome days before* off Malaga? and having on board," the 

wives and baggage o f the two regiments which were on board the 

Fleet, and were intended for our reinforcement, her capture greatly 

diftreffed fhofe corps, and tlic Garrifon heartilycondoled with them. 
T he Latona, in her return to the Fleet, chafed and boarded a veffel, 

which proved to be a Spanifh fire- fM». The crew deferring her, 

were condudfcd, ' gunboats attouSsng, to a xebeque at fotfte
diftance, whicj^afterwards, went 'into Ceuta. The prize was fent 
into the Bay. J  About noon, four or five men of war arrived from 

the Fleet, wit\* the 25th and 59th regtments. Lord Mulgrave,
who
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who comntfinded the drfembarkation, landed the troops with the 

greateft expedition under the line-wall at the N ew  mole, Rofia and 

Camp Bays, and returned t̂o Lord H ow e o ff Tetuan. T he two 

regiments were encamped before ten o’clock at n igh t; the former 
behind the- Barracks, the latter upon W indm ill-hill. W e now  

learned that the Admiral, having accomplifh^d the object o f  the 

ISrpedition, intended to, embrace tho favourable opportunity o f  the 

^tTndj.^fnd immediately return to the weft ward, In the courfe o f  

ttp n ig h t, the fire-fhip brought in by*Capt. Conway was purpofely 

f<4 on fire, and beiAg anchored apart from the fhipping,- blew up 

without doing any damage. T he Latona foon afterwards joined the 

Britifh Fleet. Capt. VaHotton, the Governor’s firft Aide-de-camp, 

embarked in her to bear home the public difpatches. Capt. Curtis 

alfo went in her, to communicate a mefTage, from the Governor to 

Lord H o w e ; and did not return.

A t  day-break on the 19th, both Fleets, to our great aftonifh- 
ment, were in fig h t; the Combined Fleets being fome leagues to  

windward. W hen the Britifh Fleet was abreaft o f  Europa, Lord 

H ow e difarftched the Tifiphone fire-fhip, with a further fupply o f  

»̂3 W3 ^r colk&ed from the Fleet. The Britifh Fleet afterwards put 
Jjcfore t t ^ wind, and ffaod, under an eafy fail, in clofe order to the 

weft ward. The Van o f the Combined Fleet, compofed o f  French 

fhips, followed with a prefs o f  canvafe at fome diftance. By two 

o’clock P .M . Lord H owe was out o f  fight j but the Spanifh fhips 

failing heavily, it was night before they difappeared. Though fully  

convinced o f the prudence o f bis Lordfhip’s condud, it was no very 

pleafing profpedt for a Britifh Garrifon to behold a Britifh Fleets 

though inferior in forcc/^lead the Enemy. AV?night, the wind  

changed to the fouth-w eft i  and ‘the fucceeding a brifk can

nonade was heard from that quarter. This howwer could not 

proceed from the a&ion which afterwards took plajee between the
Fleets*,
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*  The preceding glorious viftory of the Garrifon over th<j Combined Powers of Spain 
France, and the fortimate circumftances attending this relief, which finally detmninedjC - 
fate of Gibraltar, and undoubtedly had material influence in producing the enfuing'-jm^e, 

■were efteemed events of fuch moment, that the City of London voted an hiftorical Paim%g 
to be placecf in the new Council-Chamber at Guildhall, as a talimony of their refpeft <t9wh.e 
gallant condudt of Sir George Auguftus Eliott, K. B. Governor of Gibraltar, Lord Vifcount 
Howe, Commander of the Fleet, and the reft of His Majefty’s Officers, Soldiers, and Sailors, 
employed in the defence and, relief of that important fortrefs.

Mr. Copley, whofe pencil as an hiftorical painter had recently received an additional laurel 
by a Painting reprefeating the Death of the immortal Chatham, was felefted as being the beft 
qualified to execute this public monument, fo worthy the firft City in the univerfe. The 

uui patted in 1783 » and this Gentleman«,has employed the greuteft part his time 
fince that period on this fubjedl.

The Painting, which is now (1789) nearly finiihed, is neceffarily divided into two com
partments : the upper one, exhibiting the Vidtory of the Garrifon, is 25 feet long by i 6 |  feet 
h igh ; the under -compartment, reprefenting its Relief, is 6 feet in height, by the above- 
mentioned length ; the wholq making 22} feet by

This uncommon Jize of canvas is without feam, and is no lefs honourable to t s rw s & t^  
failures of this Country, than the magnificent and fiiblimely-grand combination of obje&s 
which the ingenious Artift has exhibited on its furface is* to the abilities oT^tep-^-fr.U ̂  
Mr. Copley, for the chief compartment, has with happy judgement felefted as his principal 
incident the memorable moment when firitifh Seamen, at the perilous hazard of their own 
lives, refcued a devoted Enemy from inevitable deftru&ion. The Governor, Lieut. Governor, 
and feventein of the principal Officers of the Garrifon (all portraits as large as jjfc), are 
introduced in the fore-ground as fpeftators of this heroic infiance of courage and magnanimity 
-which fo glorioufly concluded the viftory of the preceding day. At a diftance is feen the 
Camp of the Combined Armies of France and Spain.—-The under compartment reprefents 
the Relief of the G am ^h by Lord Howe. The ITofcl̂  of Gibraltar, with the Combined 
Fleets, is in the background ; and the Tranfports are failing into the Bay under cover of 
the Britilh Fleet. **i»is Painting is enriched alfo with the Portrait* (pf Lord Howe and 
other Naval Officei>.

The fummer of 1390, it is expe&ed, will fee this aflonifhing produ&ion of the pencil 

before the Public. V

Fleets, as the firing was }jeard early in the-morning.* '/Some time 

on the 19th, a guard of two fubalterns, and. ninety-fix men, was 

ordered from the 25th and 59th regiments on board the St. Michael, 
where they remained till (he was complftely repaired.

S e v e r a l
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S e v e r a l  large (hips, were obferved, r m  the 20th, to be anchored 

at fome diftance froni Algeziras; and as fix or feven were conjedtured 

to be fire-fhips, precaution! were accordingly taken, and the batteries 

from South baftion to Europa ordered, in cafe o f alarm, to be doubly 

manned. TheJEnemy,'the fame day, got off the man o f war which 

ran afhore near their Grand magazine. In the evening, fome move

ments were obferved it? the French camp ■, and on the fucceeding day 

r'oft o f the tents ^vere ftruck. In the afternoon, the Spanifh Prieft 
was confined to his houfe, for holding converfation with fome o f  

til* prifoners on W m dm ill-hill. The Enemy’s cannonade was ftill 
continued, upon an average o f about five or fix hundred rounds in 

the twenty-four hours. They lined fome pajrt o f the new boyau 

with fafcines, and raifed a few traverfes in the rear, notwithftanding 

our brifk fire: they were, however, prevented from making any 

additions o f confequence. * On the 22d, a polacre arrived from 

Algiers, with intelligence from the Britifh Conful, that Lord H owe  

had failed for the relief o f  Gibraltar. Happily his Lordfhip had 

effedted that bufinefs, and probably before they at Algiers were 

informed o f the Britifh Fleet having left England.

T h e  extreme diftrefs which the Garrifon had experienced in the 

he years 1779 and 1780, and tbe great profits which 

from the exigencies o f  thofe periods had arifen to the adventurers 

who ran the hazard o f  a voyage with provifions for our relief, were, 
by this time, pretty generally known at home. The .favourable 

opportunity o f a fafe convoy under the Britifh Fleet, prompted, 

therefore, many mafters o f tranfports (fome o f whom had been 

in the Garrifon before during the war) to lay in̂  a ftock o f various 

articles, with the profpedt that the diftreiles o f tnXir friends might 

afford thefe truly humane and generous patriots arioccafion to fell 

them, on their arrival, at their own price. Although thefe fupplies 

were moft highly acceptable, yet the Garrifon Was not at this
T  t time
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time in fuch abfolute need of their afliftance, as to purchase them at 

thofe enormous prices which before had been given with pleasure j 

nor in juftice did we* think, from the tlittle rifk the adventurers 

ran, that they deferved fuch immenfe fprofits. A  Committee o f  

officers from every corps affembled on the 23d, To confider what 
meafures to purfue in order to prevent fuch knpofitions in future ; 
and, a6 every article brought to the Garrifon was fold at public 

auction, it was unanimoufly agreed, that a certain price fhould foe 

fixed upon each article, allowing fuch profit âs might reafonabW 

be thought adequate to the hazard; and when the eftimate-was 

pubiiftied, every officer (I believe) pledged his honour not to exceed 

the terms therein fpeciiied.*

T h e  prudent and manly regulation o f  the Committee was ftriftly 

attended to for about a fortnight, but it  had not that immediate 

efFedt we expedted : many o f our generous countrymen, rather than 

difpofe o f their ventures for a profit o f a hundred and fifty, and in 

fome inftances three hundred per cent, very liberally determined to 

fell them for a trifling advantage at Lilbon, or elfewhere, in their 
way home. W e fhould neverthelefs have foon got the betteujj^theic 

obftinacy, had we continued determined and coniiftent ourfelves 

but fome individuals, who preferred felf-gratification to 

good, beginning to evade the agreement, the w h o l e  was cancelled, 
and the demands of the adventurers became afterwards equally as 
exorbitant, i f  not more fo than before. So little dependence is there 

upon the adherence of a multitude to any fumptuary regulations, 
however eflential to their real intercft.

T h e  mortar-fc^ts, on the night of the 23d, paid us a vifit, and 

did confiderablfl^amage. Their fhells were chiefly direded towards 

the N ew  molei The Hedtor cutter, in Government’s fervice, was

funk
* See -Appendix.
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funk by ^ fhell, and every thing on.board loft. Several other 

veffels narrowly efcaped the fame fate. - W e fired upon them from 

W illis's and the Old mole^ but thek gun-bpats were filent. T he  

24th, we obfervcd that tjjie Enemy had ftruck the tents o f  four 
or five battalions j and two regiments were feen this day marching 

along the beach.] T he day following, fome baggage was obferyed 

removing from tl e Duke’s quarters y which gave us great hopes that 

his Grace was preparing to leave the camp, and that matters were 

verging towards a conclufion. In the evening a deferter came in, 

amative Catalonian. H e informed us there had been an engagement 
between the Britifh -and Combined Fleets, but eould give us no 

particulars. H e further told us tjjat their camp was breaking up : 
fixteen battalions had already marched away,* and others were pre

paring to decamp: that they had ceafed to work in their approaches j 
and that their night-guards confifted of four  ̂thoufand men, under 

the command’o f two brigadier'generals: concluding with acquaint
ing us, that the winter-camp before the Garrifon was to confift o f  

twenty thoufand men : that additional gun-boats were building to 

conftantly harafs u s ; and that a corporal and twelve men were 

ftationed in the Gardens to prevent defertion.. T he 26th, the tents 

occupied by the Duke's corps encamped before Buena-Vifta were 
ftruck ; which ferved to increafe our hopes, that the profpeft was 

not tar diftant of an end to our fatigues. Don Juan Moreno left the 

Garrifon the fame day, with a flag o f truce. Our boat could not 
learn any further account o f the engagement; but the officers were 

informed, that a general peace was expected, /as the Americans had 

been acknowledged independent by Great-Britain.

M o r e  battalions left the Enemy’s camp on the 27th : their can
nonade neverthelefs was continued’, and feveral flio.uranged as far as 
the entrance o f W indmill-hill a diftance o f about five thoufand 

yards. Their camp was ftill decreafing on the 2 8 th and 2 9 th ; and

T  t 2 we
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we judged from our oHervations, that about twenty-three^battalionsi 

with a brigade, o f  artillery, had marched into* the country. The  

laft deferters faid many had takten their r^ute to Cadiz. The 30th, 
we obferved the Enemy had ftationed a iguard under the Rock near 

the Devil’s tower. They were taken fo'me notice o f J>y our Artillery, 

who endeavoured to. annoy them with fmall projediles from the 

fummit o f  the Northern fiont; T he Tifiphone,] Captain Sandys, 

with five orfix  ordnance-fhips (having a hundredyand fixty Jews on 

board), failed for England early in the morninz'of the 31ft. T he  

fame day,’ a foldier o f the 97th regiment mas killed a t Rofia, by/a 

long-range lhot from the Ifthmu$.

T hree  deferters came in or/the 2d and 4th o f  November, but 
could give no fatisfaftopy information relative to the aftion between 

the Fleets. They faid the French troops had quitted the camp 

with tKe Royal Volunteers. T he Enemy's camp continued to break 

up on the 7 th  and 8th, though fome o f the regiments, it was 

imagined, took pofleffion o f the large building eaftward o f Point 
Mala, which had been built for a hofpital. On the 7th, two  

men o f war and a floop (fuppofed to be French, from ‘the W eft- 

Indics) pafled to the eaftward. The Spanifh gun-boats feemed 

to fufpedt they were enemies, and intended to come in ;  as they 

were in motion, and appeared to be preparing for an attack. T he  
8th, twenty-three gun-boats paradfed at a Ihort diftance from the 

Garrifon, extending in a line a-head to the fouthward. W e expedted 

an attack upon the St. M ichael; but an eafterly wind ipringing up, 
they returned. They had fcarcely got back, when a fignal was 
made at Cabrita Point, and they again put about. Our attention 

was engaged by this manoeuvre j and upon inveftigating the caufe, 
we difcovered floop ftanding towards the Garrifqn from the  

eaftward. I f  this veffel had continued the courfe fhe then fleered, 

ihe might undoubtedly have reached the R o ck : whether, however,
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Knowles, Bart, 
in the Bay) ord(

i t  was owing to the wefterly current off Europa, or the ignorance 

o f  the crew, we could not determine j in the courfe o f  an hour 

flie drove fo confiderably to leeward; as to be out o f the protedlion 

o f  our guns, and after rtceiving feveral difcharges o f round and 

grape from the.j un-boats, was boarded by the Enemy. Sir Charles 

(who fince Captain Curtis’s departure commanded 

red fsveral barges" o u /t o  her affiftance, but to no 

purpofe. A bo^ , with five o f her crew, efcaped to the Garrifon, 
and informed us lhe was laden with'fugar and tea from Falmouth. 
Soon afterwards, a Danifh dogger was brought to an-anchor in 

the Bay, by a gun "from Europa ; (he was laden with rice and 

pilchards from England. A f l a g \ f  truce, on the 9th, went with 

a letter to the D u k e ; and in the'evening, another brought over 

Enfign Lewis, o f  the 58th regiment, with a Quarter-mafter and 

a Volunteer o f  the 25th, w ho had been taken in the Minerva brig, 

with the baggage, &c. o f  the* 25th and 59th regiments. This flag 

alfo brought over other prifoners. By thefe gentlemen, we learned 

that an engagement had taken place between Lord Howe and 
Admiral Cordova, and that the latter was returned into port with  

his fleet much Shattered.

A f t e r  the departure o f  the Fleets, little attention was paid 

by the Enemy to the blockade. N ot one cruifer was now to be 

feen in the Straits, or to the Eaftward j and few veffels o f  force 
were ftationed at Cabrita Point. T he idea o f  gaining^ Gihraiur, 
eithdr by force or ftratagem, feemed at length to be totally relin
q u ired . Their cannonade from the land neverthelefs was con

tinued; ’but as it  gradually diminifhed, and fcarce exceeded at this 
time two hundred and fifty rounds in the twenty-four hours, we 

imagined it would in a fhort time totally ceafe. .The St. Philip’s 

Caftle, and feveral ordnance-fhips, had left the Bay the evening o f  

the 8th i and 00 t^e 10th and 12th, two light veffels came to

Algeziras,
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Algeziras, which from their-appearance were thought to lie o f  the 

latter. On the 12th, a flag o f truce went With a letter to the 

D u k e: whilft it was *out, the’ Enemy’s* gun-boats commenced a 

fmart cannonade upon the St. Michael (*which wi's now refitted), 
whilft their mortar-boats bombarded our carnp. W/s returned their 

fire} and two o f the mortar-boats retired very tearly, the others 

following them in about an ihour. Three or four] fhot were fired 

through the St. Michacl, but no other damage wni received. Our 

flag returned juft as the cannonade ceafed. As i f  appeared probable 

that the Enemy might renew their attacks upon the Prize, Colonel 
Williams, who commanded the /Artillery, ordered more mortars 

to be diflributed along, the fea-litfe, from the King's baftion to the 

New-m ole fort. T he 15th, a^regiment quitted their camp; and 

at night their workmen raifed about twenty traverfes in the rear o f  

their advanced boyau,* extending from die parallel about half the 

length o f  the work. Our fire at this period was variable. T he  

day following, between twenty and thirty tranfports, with troops 

on board, failed under convoy o f two frigates for the weft ward. 
T h e ir  artillery aHo about this time removed moft of the ordnance 
from their park ter the* landing-place; where We numbered thirty 

cannon and five mortars, with a great quantity o f fhot and fhells 

ready for embarkation. T he 17th, a xebeque, and feveral armed 

vefTels and gun-boats, anchored at Cabrita Point, as i f  they had 

determined to renew the blockade. Three days after, all the 

Spanish prifoners taken in the St. Michael, excepting a few Who 
chafe to remain behiHd, were fent to the camp. T he Spanifk 

officers, on this occaikn, informed us that there had .been ah 

engagement between the Britifh and Combined Fleets, which had 

-ended to the advantage o f theform er. In the evening o f the 20th, 
a party of about an hundred men were feen to go from the eaftern 

part o f the Enemy's parallel to the back of the rock. W e could 

not at that time account for the marching of thefe troops. The

fmall
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finall craft* continued at Cabrita Point, t h e  men o f  war and larger 

veffels (being at ajnchbr off the Orange-grove. Four fail o f  the-line 

and throe frigates, befidefc xebeqaes, &c. tvere now in the Bay. 

T h e Enemy, 01V the 21ft* aod Z2d, embarked a vaft quantity o f 

powder from ilm r grind magazine on board the men o f war. 

M oft o f <the /pare (ondnance had already been fhipped on hoard, 
and others were lemovtng daily toward^he beach.

T w o boats arrived on the 23d from Portugal: they brought 
certain intelligence o f the preceding action between the Fleets. 
T h e particulars o f tKis inteEigoncc were, that a partial adtion. 

had taken place between the Brtoifh, o f thirty-four fhips, and 

the Combined Fleets o f forty-fix fftips o f  the line j that, though 
the latter had the weather-gage, they ftudioufly avoided a clafe 

engagement j and after a-cannonade o f  feveral hours, hauled their 

wind, and directed their oourle to Cadiz. The fame day, Lieut. 

John M 'Kenzie, o f the 73d, was dangeroufly wounded at W illis’s. 
T he Enemy’s fire now fcarcely exceeded a hundred and fifty 

founds. T w o more boats got in from Faro the night o f the 26th. 
Our fuccefs, in obtaining thefe welcome fupplies, rendered the Enemy 

more vigilant and adtive to intercept them : every boat, even 

friends, which approached the Rock, raifed their fufpicion.

T h o u g h  every appearance in their camp indicated that they had 

given up all hopes o f fubduing the Garrifon by force, their /arties 

on tKe Ifthmus continued to be very buiy, and fome evenings they 

made additions o f traverfes to their works. Hbavy timber was alfo 

brought forward to the parallel, but for what purpofe we could not 

then imagine. Their advanced parties had likewife the audacity 

frequently to.approach half way upon the caufeway' from Bay-fide; 
but the Artillery having orders to /cow er the Gardens, and the 

neighbourhood o f Bay-fide, with grape from the Old mole, their

curiofity

S I E G E  O F  G I B R A L T A R .  327

*7®3 ,
Nov.

w



N ov.
V-'VW

3hc.

curiofity in a fliort time was pretty well pooled. Towards the 

clofe o f this month, the Enemy’s fire became’more faint, and ill 
diredted, whilft ours Was more* animated and effectual. Our En
gineers continued to be conftantly engaged. Tjie rebuilding of  

the whole flank o f  the Prince of Orange’s baftion^ -a hundred and 

twenty feet in length,* w itkfolid  mafonry, ( which j was now nearly 

finilhed), in the face o f fuch powerful Artillery,\ can fcarcely be 

paralleled in any fiege.

In  the Beginning o f December, the Achilles ordnance-fhip, with  

two or three boats, arrived from England ancfPortugal. T he 6th, 
a Venetian fhip was driven by tb f  current under the guns o f Europa: 
we fired to bring her to, and tne matter inftantly came afhore, and 

informed us (he was boumd to London ; but, before he could return, 
his veffel was boarded by three gun-boats/ which towed her to Alge
ziras. *The mafter then came into tKe Garrifon, and at night was 
permitted to follow his veffel. T he following evening, a German 

deferted to us from the Walon guards. H e  informed us, that the 

Enemy ftationed every evening a guard o f  three hundred raerr 

near the Devil’s tower; where they had miners at work in a cave j 
hoping to form a mine, to blow up the north part o f the 

Roqk. W e paid no kind of attention at firft to this intelligence j 

fo ridiculous, and even chimerical, the fcheme appeared. Recolledfc- 
ing however that a party had been obferved to march that way 

fomefeven^pgs before, and remarking, upon a clofer infpedion, that 
every evening a numepus body o f men approached along the eaftern 

ihore towards that Quarter, we began to give fome credit to this 

Angular information.* The above deferter alfo informed us, that the 

Enemy had removed fome ordnance from the parallel, and that their 

guards and advanced parties were ftill very ftrong.
B y

•  In 17*7, the Befiegers formed the defign oF blowing up Willis’s batteries by a mine; 
.but it is imagined they found it imprafticable, as they never attempted to ipring the mine, 
though the Journal of that Siege mentions it was loaded.
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B y thiV period, our Engineers had penetrated a confiderable di
ftance in the gallery above Farringdon’s battery, and had opened five 

embrafures to the front o f t]ie Rock ;*and, to have a more fecure com

munication to thk lingular pork, a covered way was funk, by blafting 

the rock from th^ above-battery, to the entrance of the gallery. The  

fuccefs with whifrh this work had been prpiecufed, and the confider

able advantages whicfy promifed to r^ult from it when finifhed, 

induced the Governor to order that a fimilar battery, but only for two 
guns, fhould be mi^e in the rock near Crouchett’s battery, above the 

Prince of HefTe’s baftion j and the workmen had now made fome 

advances therein. Os-the 12th, a guard-boat o f the St. Michael, 
with two officers and feven failors,W ent over to the Enemy. W e 

afterwards learned from the Officers,'who returned in a flag o f  truce, 

that the failors rofe upon them, faying they,were refolved to go over 

to the Enemy : that Lieut, Small, who commanded the boat, drew 

his hanger, arid attempted a fttoke at the man who was fpefkefman 

upon the occafion ; but that he was knocked down by the coxfwain 

with the tiller o f the rudder : that, whilft he was thus fenfelefs, 
jhey had it in debate to throw him overboard ; but, by the inter- 

ceflion o f the young midftiipman, he was prefervedn and, when taken 

alhore, was fome time before he recovered.

T h e  Enemy’s parties under the rock, near the D evil’s tower, began 

now to engage our curiofity. Every part o f  the north front was 
explored, to endeavour, if  poflible, to difcover what they were dbout. 

A t length, on the 15th, a place was found^above Green’s<4 odge, 
whence we could diftinguifh a part o f their The communi

cation with this poft, being along a level beach, was greatly expofed 

to our fire. When their parties were difcovered advancing from the 

eaft fl%nk of^the fixty-four-gun battery, our Artillery at W illis’s 
and on the heights prepared to falute them. They were permitted 

to approach unmolefted within two or three hundred yards, when a
U  u general
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general volley was difcharged of cohorn-fliells, with grapfc, feconderi 
by the mortars on the Levant battery, loaded .with hand-fhells, or 

grenades, quilted together. A  chance,f or mine, was fometimes 

fprung upon them from the top, when fhey had /nearly got under
the rock the ftones from which added not .a little to their confuiion

< ft
and lofs. Notwithftanding they were in this manner obliged every 

evening to pafs the gantRkpe of our fire, they continued to bring 

materials, and maintained tnfeir port with furprifing obftinacy. Some 
of the guard were feen frequently, in the day, t^  advance from their 

cover: a^ a rty o f Corficans, who hitherto had done no other duty 

than guard the prifoners on Windn)ill-hill,^were ordered therefore 

to the poft above Green’s-lodge^/to fire wall-pieces upon thofe that 

appeared from below,

A f l a g  of truce ^went from the Garrifon on the 17th. T he  

Spanifh Aide-de-camp informed us, *that preliminaries of a General 
Peace were expedted to be figned in the courfe of the month. T he  

fucceeding day another flag went from the Governor with letters 

to the Duke : it had fcarcely returned, when twenty-nine gun and 

mortar boats commenced a fpirited attack upon the St. Michael, 
and other (hips, at anchor off Buena-Vifta. Since thefe boats hadf 

made a cuftom of firing upon the Garrifon, we never remarked them 

to be arranged with more judgement, or to behave with greater 

gallantry, than they did on this occafion. The mortar-boats com - 

pofed the centre divifion, and a diviiion o f gun-boats was arranged 

on eao^ flank; their line of battle extending about two miles. T hey  

got their diftance th^nrft round, and retained it with fuch preciiion, 
that almoft every tfieli fell within fifty yards o f the St.' Michael, 

which was the chief objedt o f their attack. The feventy-fourth 

{hell fell on board, about mid-fhip j pierced the firft, and broke on. 
the lower deck j killed four, and wounded eleven failors, three o f  

them mortally. After this accident, Sir Charles Knowles, being
apprehenfivc
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apprehenfive o f the moft fatal confequetices if a fhell fhould fall into *78*. 

the magazine, removfed the powder, through the oppofite port-holes, 
into a launch, which was immediately towed ander the rock : eighty 

barrels, which co^ld not be*removed, were thrown into the fea. The  

Enemy ftill maintained' a warm fire, but, it is imagined, did not 

obferve that any had fallen on board. Several fhells carried away 

ornaments and parts o f  Jher rigging: "fortunately however fhe received 
no further injury. N ot one fhell dime afhore from the boats. 
Captain Gibfon, at\the commencement o f the aft ion, rowed out 

■ w ith eight gun-boats from the N ew  mole, and very warmly attacked 

their northern divifiont On his ajMjearing in motion, three parapet- 

boats advanced from the O range\rove to take our boats in flank.

One o f this number was however*foon difabled by the Garrifon, 

and the other two joined the main body. ■ W hen the Enemy had 

expended their ammunitiow, the mortar-boats* retired, and the gun
boats covered their retreat in a moft beautiful manner. They 

flood towards the Orange-grove, and' embarked fome of their crews 

on board the men o f war. Three of the line-of-battle fhips, 

tw o frigates, and a xebeque, with feveral bomb-kctches, and other 

veflels, wfiieh were all laden with military’ ftores, failed to the 
weftward. The Enemy’s knd-batteries, as is mentioned • before, 
were gradually diminifhing in their fire ; but upon this occafion, 
they fupported the boats from the Bny with a very animated 

additional cannonade.

T h e  remainder o f the Enemy’s fhips, kdcVi with militar/ftorc?, 
failed on the night o f the 19th from the O rangV grove to the w eft

ward. T h e  wind continued eafterly ; and on tits, fucceeding night, 
or rather the morning of the 21ft, blew fo ftrong a gale, that the 

St. Michael jvas driven from her anchors more than half-bay over : 

every exertion was made to recover her ftation, but all proved 

ineffe&ual; when fortunately an eddy-wind brought her about,

U  u 2 and
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and Sir Charles Knowles was. happy to run her aground Within tilcr 

N ew  mole on a fand-bank fouth of the tank; The gale was fo 
powerful on Windmillrhill, th'at the tepts of the 59th regiment 
were torn from the pickets, and carried a? considerable distance from 

th? camp-ground. T o obviate the like difagreeable circumftances 

in future, that regipnent^was removed to encamp in Southport 
ditch, oppofite Sydow’s (formerly Hardenberg’s) regiment. This 

arrangement obliged the towrvparade to be changed; and the guards 

afterwards *allembled on the Ked fands, whicty continues at this 
time to b* the general parade. In the courfe o f the day, the 

St. Michael was warped into deep water, and'’"moored in the New  

mole. At night a deferter came y i : he informed us that the Enemy 
had twenty miners at work nê (r the Devil’s tower, protected by a 

ftrong guard; that we annoyed their communication with that poft 
very much, and every evening killed and, wounded many men. In 

confequfence o f this intelligence, our fire towards that quarter was 

increafed. A flag o f  truce, on the 20th, had informed us that th6 

women belonging to the 25th and 59th regiments were at the 

Enemy’6 camp, waiting more moderate weather, to be fent by w ĵe*3— 

into the Garrifon., The 22d, they were received; but upon their 

landing were conducted to the Naval hofpital, where fome few o f  

^thern were detained by the faculty as exceptionable. Lieut. Small, 
of the Navy, came over on the 23d in a flag o f truce. H e told us; 
the Enemy’s fmall craft had materially fuffered from the ftorni 

which' had fo greatly endangered the St. Michael. The Duke de 

Crillonv the day folio vying, vifited the parallel, and was preferit in 

the weftern boyau, y liilft an engineer picketed out a work at the 

extremity o f it, nfar the beach. A t intervals, we could now 

diftindtly hear the explofion of the mines in the Enemy’s cave or 

gallery at the Devil’s tower. Few men were however to be feen. 

in that neighbourhood j though at night they continued the reliefs, 
and brought materials as ufual.

IH
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I n  the.'aftcrnoon o f the 25th, we»obferved the gun and mortar 1 7 * * .  

boats in m otion; anti about four o’clock, eighteen o f  the former, 
and eleven o f the latter, advanced ftom Alg®ziras, apparently with 

an intention o f renewing» their attack upon the unfortunate St. 

Michael ; but eleven o f our‘gun-boats oppofing them, the centre 

divifion o f mortar-boats, and the fouthwj*rd divifion, flood towards 

Europa, and began a warm bombardment upon our Camp, throw
ing their fhells indifcriminately from W indmill-hill to South fhed.

Our gun-boats in this aftion behaved with great gallantry, directing 

their oppofition entirely againft the mortar-boats j the fire of which 

they in a great meafure diverted from the fhipping. A blind 

fhell neverthelefs fell into the V a rd -room .o f the St. Michael j 

and another fhell carried away the' mizen-mafl o f  the Porcupine 

frigate, and burfl in the flate-cabin. Seven or eight fhells fell, 
within the hofpital-wallj^one difploded in a .ward, and killed and 

wouncfed feveral o f  the fick. * Several houfes and fheds Were alfo 

deflroyed, and others confiderably injured. In fhort, it was thought 

to be the warmefl attack we had ever experienced from the gun- 

4 >oats •, and our men, being moflly in fpirits after their Chriflmas 

dinner, were confequently lefs upon their guard. . One was killed, 
and feven were wounded, in the camp. As our Artillery had time to 

prepare, the Enemy’s.cannonade was returned with great vivacity ^ 

but the mortar-boats and fouthward divifion had taken fo judicious 

Inflation, that few ordnance could be brought to bear upon them.

W e had neverthelefs fome reafon to conclude their lofs was fftperior 
to o*ur own. Their land-batte'ries (with the addition c& Fort 
St. Philip and the Black battery, which had bten filent fome time) 

upon this occafion, as upon the lafl, increafed xh ek / fire upon the 

Town. W e therefore had the Enemy upon otrt whole front, from. 
Europa Poiat to Landport. At a quarter pail fix o ’clock, the mor
tar-boats retired, and were covered in their retreat by the gun-boats

as.
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ĵ 8z, as before.* This diflionour^le and cruel mode o f proi editing the 

war, we had reafon to think, would be continued till a pcace Ihould 

put an end to all hoftiljties. T*he Enemy had been very induftrious 

in iinprefling this plea/i tig information on tljie memories of the women, 
who had been lately detained by the weather-in their camp. They  

were told fo r  their comfort* that, as the befieging army had been 
reluctantly i ompelled to relinquish the idea o£ recovering Gibraltar, 
they were determined to harafs and alarm the Garrifon by fueceffive. 

attacks from the gun and mortar boats, which, for the purpofe o f  

having regular reliefs, were to be increafed in number: thus* by 

being ex;pofed to a revengeful Enemy, the profpfidt before us promifed; 

to be more irkfome and vexatioUs/than the more interefling period 

which had palTed.

A l t h o u g h  the Enemy's fire from the,Ifthmus was almoft dif- 
continued, the Governor, towards the concluiion o f December, 
made up for their deficiency by a more animated difcharge than, ufuaj: 

every night the whole North front appeared a continued line o f fire. 
T he D evil’s tower chiefly engaged his attention : their guard*. #>•' 

this poft generally relieved about feven or eight o’clock in the 

evening, if not prevented by our lire. The work (which we could 

difcover) of fand-bags was totally deftroyed j ^nd the Hoping timbers 

which they had placed againft the rock to pro ted them from the 

over-head fire, were much lhattered by the weighty fragments of 

rock vf hich were hurled upon them from above. T he night of 

the 27th, the Enemy opened three embrafures in the; cpaulerhent

at

vv ,

•  It was during that the materials from which this work is compiled, were in

the moll imminent danger ofbeii," entirely deftroyed.—A thirteen-inch fhell from the Enemy’s 

mortar-boatt, falling above the Camp-guard, rolled along the road leading from Boena-Vifta, 

and entered the Author's marquee: thpijgh lighted when it entered, and though its force muft 

have been greatly fpent upon the ground, the fufe luckily broke as it lodged within, and the 

marquee, with the furniture, by that fortunate circumftance was preferved.



at the eaft £nd o f the fixty-four-gun haitery. The embrafures were 

then mafked, and, the fucceeding evening, were faced with fafcines. 

T he night of the 29th, th^y raifed a work of fand-bags, o f about 
a hundred feet inW tent, atythe weftern extremity of the new boyau. 
It was picketedjout when the Duke was prefent, and extended to 

the rear at right angles with the epaulement. ,T he 30th, nineteen 

gun and mortar boats qtme out o f the river Palmones, where they 

generally retired to repair, after firing upon the Garrifon. T he  

evening o f the fucceeding day being very calm, and fome movements 

being obferved amongft them, we expected they would commence 

the new year with another v ifit: but we were happily difappointed. 

Since we were fufticiently perfumed o f the conduct which the 

Enemy had determined to purfue for.the remainder o f the war, the 

Governor again adopted the idea o f retaliation : the gan mounted 

on Col. W illiams’s elevatgd carriage was removed to the Old-mole 

head, and other preparations* were made to annoy their* camp, 
when the boats fhould renew their attack. In the courfe o f  

December, feveral veflels and boats arrived with ftores and fupplies. 
.Others likewife left the Bay, and flags of truce frequentty-paffed 

between the Governor and the Duke. Their purport was not 
however publicly known.

T h e  laft day o f December, a party o f the Navy fifhed up one o f  

guns from the wreck of the Battering-fhips j and the following 
day, thefirftof J a n u a r y ,  1783, the gun, which wafcof iroA, and 

a twenty-fix pounder, was drawn in proceffion by the Britifh tars, 
with a Spanifh enfign which had been taken'from on board one o f  

the fhips,* difplayed over it, and attended by a bf îd oj/m ulic, play
ing God fa ve  tbe King.*

Otrn
* Many more of theft guns were afterwards recovered from the wrecks; and moll of them, 

being of brafs, were fold, and the fums, with other monies arifing from the head-money 
granted by Parliament for the Battering fhips. and the fale of the St. Michael prize, were 
proportioned in ftures to the Garrifon ani Marine Brigade.—See Appendix.
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O u r  obfervations m a d e j ^ p o n  the Enemy’s proceedings at the 

Devil’s tower were as yet very unfatisfaftory j .though, by the enter- 
prifing a&ivity o f a ferjeant in«the artificers, we knew that they were 

in reality at work in a cave: for he had defcentied, by means o f  

ropes and ladders, fo low as to fee the mouth of the cave, and hear 

the peqple converfe.^ I&rly, therefore, on the morning of the 4th, 

three o f the Governor’s Aide-de-camps went in a barge, protected by 

two gun-boats, to reconnoitre this poft. Their curiofity prompted 

them to approach nearer than was perhaps prudent, as the guard 

fired mu&pjetry upon them, and a gun or two were difcharged.from 
Fort Barbara. Soon after they returned, the new three-gun battery, 

at the eaft end o f tbe fixty-four-j^un battery, was unmafked, though 

the guns were under metal. Igi the afternoon o f the fame day, the 

gun and mortar boats advanced in two divifions from Algeziras, and, 
when half-bay over, were joined by a fhird divifion o f five from 

Cabrita Point, confiding in all o f thirty-three. The centre divifion 

o f  fixteen, principally mortar-boats, was warmly attacked by Sir 
Charles Knowles, with eleven of ours, whilft the northern divifion 

was arferifkly annoyed from the King’s baftion. This divifion of  

twelve gun-boats had the boldnefs to approach within the range o f  

grape, and fuffered very confiderably. One was undoubtedly .funk 

by an howitzer fhell, and others were greatly damaged. Tw o o f  

the mortar-boats were alfo driven from the line, and feveral others 

were obferved to be in confufion. T he land-batteries, which Ijp.J 

been filent fin«ce the Dul$.e had vifited the lines on the 2d o f January, 
feconded ‘the attack by fea with a very animated fire. The Bay 

being calm, and little wind blowing to carry off the fmoke, the 

appearance oK thi^/ittack all together, from the extent o f the front 

engaged, was Ittffi^ndous. Lieut. Holloway, o f  the Engineers, 
Aide-de-camp to Geheral Green', was wounded by a fplinter o f a 

fhell, which fell oppofitc to General De la Motte's quarters at the 
fouthward, where the ftaff at the fouthward ufually affembled upon

thefe
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thefe occasions. T w o men were kiftdl, and one wounded, in the 

Garrifon; tu t the fe&men had no cafurals. 'TTlie St. J$ichael aKIo 

on this occafion qfcaped » and It was remarked, not one fhel! tell 
near the H o fp ita l.W h e &  t}ie boats Kad expended dg&ty-threc 

ihot, and two hundred ind fix {hells, they retired: frdm thetftTimus 

live hundred and feventy-eight fhot, and"T hundred and two fhells, 
were difcharged in this* fhort period.'

W h e n  our Artijlery had put the batteries in order, a party was 

‘detached, about eight in the evening, to the Old rftole j and 

upwards o f  a hundred rounds o f  red-hot fhot, with large and fmall 

fhells, were thrown into the Enemy’s cam p: all appeared to anfwer, 

except the heavy fhells, the fufes o f  which were too fhort for the 

range. T he following morning, feveral* pieces o f  a gun-boat, 

an oar, w ith .fom e breaafc garlick^ljpr. were feen floating in the 

Bay, and gathered by our boats. T h isiervcd  to ftrengthen our 

conjecture o f the preceding evening, that one o f  the gun-hoats had 

been funk in the action. In" the evening, about nine o’clock, cpr 

liorthern guards were furprifed with a fudden discharge o f mulquetry 

on the caufcway, and in the neighbourhood o f > Bay-fide : ft was 
immediately returned from Landport, and the lines, with a few  

rounds o f  grape from *Covert-port battery ; after which there was 

a  dead filence. ' T he next morning, a bloody hat, with feveral 
£&KKoles throi^h taken up near Biay-fide. Wo-'ttould not

othe^wife account for tkis firing than by fuppofihg thatUome fcntries, 
attempting to defert, had been obferved and purfuccf.a One or tvyo 

o f  our‘ own men in the Fl&che were wounded b y /m c ' fcattered
• ' '* ; { -T ' ' i ' ' * ' V' ' ” ' ' ' “

grape-fhot from the Coveri-port battery,

the Enemy paradcJ-^ith only twenty-
■ >.A., # i 4 ' - i ■■ 1 O V t -iV'Vvlji'-i.; .
l an intention or renewing their attack 

ifon j but Sir Charles appearing w ith  his 

X  x  fmall
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17B3, fmall force, his opppnents thought proper, to retire.^ W e were 

however alarmed, early the next morning, by their filing' upon the 

Garrifon: they approached very cautiojufly, and/directed their fire 

towards the N ew  mole. Sir CharlesL Knojvles had his boats foon 

manned: but had not been long out, before one of'them was unfor- 
tunately funk by a lplinter from one o f our fhells which burft in 

the air. T he crew were inftantly taken up l>y their friends, and the 

boat towed in. The land-batteries opened as before, and continued 

firing unttil the boats retreated. Our fhipping received no damage, 
nor were any feamen hurt; but in the Garrifon, we had one killed, 

and fifteen or fixteen wounded, befides a Jew, an inhabitant. One 

o f their fhells feH into the north pavilion o f the South barracks, 
and burft upon the fecond floor: the officers were luckily o u t ; for 

the rooms, above and belcfflk were totally deftroyed. W hen the 

fmoke: had fufficiently difplfJed, we numbered thirty-eight .boars, 

but could not diftinguifh (as their fterns were towards us) how many 

carried mortars. T he Governor faluted their camp in the evening 

fronvsfee Old m ole .. A  boat arrived on the a ith  from Faro, with  

difpatches to the Goyernor. T he Brilliant frigate was ordered foon 

afterwards to be prepared for lea.

T h e  Enemy's cannonade from the land, except when the gun

boats fired, was at this time fo trifling, that it fcarce deferved-die 

n a m £ a  continuation. Our Engineers were therefore employed 

in repairing the curtain o f the Grand battery, the north face and 

flank o f Wnuitague’s baftion, with the adjoining curtain; and though 

the men w erem ufh expofed in this duty, the Enemy feldom if  ever 

molefted themT^2^heir parties continued bringing various materials 

from the para^el to the poft at the Dfcyil’s tower. W e never 

allowed them to pafs, or even appear, without a tremendous volley 

o f fhells, and grape, and fragments o f  ftones, difcharged from the 

fummit o f the rock. But our Artillery were not folely engaged with

the
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fheEnem ^ in this quarter •} every annoyance that could be devifed 

was diredted againft them in all quarters. T h e ordnance, fince the 

arrival o f  the laffc difpatches from faro , were kept in as quick adfcion 

as the metal would permit. • A  party o f  Corficans were alilb ftationed 

in the lines, tojjpunifh their patroles, who frequently had the auda

city to approach within a few yards o f the extremity. T he evenings 

o f  the 18th and 19th,, the Enemy played off a number o f rockets 

and other fire-works at Algeziras, accompanied with feveral dif- 

charges o f cannon. They likewife faluted us from the lines with 
a volley o f  fhells, and twenty-one rounds o f fljot. W e , could not 
divine the caufe o f thefe rejoicings. On the 25th, fome fparks o f  

fire communicating to an ammunition-box at Middle-hill guard, the 

contents blew up, and carried away great part of the wall and guard- 

houfe, bruifing and burning feveral o f  the guard. The engineers 

were immediately ordered to repair the breach, and not quit the poft 

till the works were in their Original ftate. A  reinforcement o f  a 

fubaltern from the line, with a drum and twenty-one rank and file, 

was ordered likewife to join that guard every evening; and other 

regulations relative to it were eftablifhed.

On the 29th, Lieut. Angelo Raffaeli, o f  the Corfican company, 
was flightly wounded in the lines. In the evening, the gun and 

^mortar boats, in number twenty-eight, fired upon our fhipping 

andkfhe camp. They took their ftations off Europa and Rofia, 
apparently determined to avoid the fire from the K in g ’s B a s t io n  

(which they had found fo fa ta l  to their cnterprifesn and diredied 

their fise principally againft the Brilliant frigate, woich wasjthen 

at anchor off Buena-Vifta, and the St. Michac^ in 'the N ew  mole. 
Their land-batteries opened at the fame t im ^  da-edting a furious 

cannonade into the f e w n ,  and along our norjJiern front. T he  
Garrifon returned their fire with great vivacity, though not ivith 

their ufual fuccefs. Our gun-boats were alfo unfortunate, one o f
X  x 2 them
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t&ejn being damaged very dSlfy in the adtiton, a m lo b l^ d  to be 

towed in. W e had three men killed, and eleven wounded : fix of1 I ■ • » ' • ■ * ■ ■' " ; I I ' *.  ’ ■ '>
whom were o f the 5 ^  regiment. T he Enemy* difcharged From 

their boats two hundred and thirty-fix (hot, and tWo hundred 

and twenty-five fhells; and from the Ifthmus, fi\)c hundred arjd 

fifty-five fhot, and ttfo fiundred and forty-five fhells ; after w hich , 
tbe former retired, and the latter were filent* T he next day, four 

gun-boats fired upon the Brilliant, en pajjant, but foon retired. 

A t night, a foldier o f the Artillery, who had been punifhed fome 

tim e before, threw him felf down the precipice from the Queen’? 

battery at W illis’s : he paffed fo qukjcly by th? men on duty, that 

he was fcarcely fpcn j ‘and was not kii^wn till he was miffing t&e 

next morning. In th^ courf^ o f  th e  .month, *one o f  the 25th regi
ment deferted, andjinotjh^r o f t|ie ,5.8th (wjio had been entertained 

from the number that'remained behind o f the prifoners, who were 

taken in the battering-fJiips) was retaken in attempting to get off. 
Tw.o. boats came in alio from Faro, and a third was intercepted 

in her parage*

F j e j l r u a r y  wa§ introducedbyan animated fire from the Garrifon* 

EveryjKtrt o f ,tfce Enemy’s works felt the effedts o f bur artillery. 

T^us ai&irs were jproceeding, when on the 2d, letters from  the Duke  
de Crilloninfqrmed the G op m or, tjiat the preliminaries o f  a general 
p e a c e . been figned between G r e a t - B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  

and S p a in %  /W hen the boats met, the Spaniards rofe up w ith  

transports jo£Hoy, and cried out, “  We are a ll friends j” delivering 

the letters witK the grcatcft apparent &tisfa&ion. They could not 

inform us what wer^ the terms o f the peace; which occafioned fome 
anxiety in the relative tolthe fate ojf Gibraltar. Previous

to die boats m ce& ^g,the Enemy difchargw about thirity rounds, 

but never, aft«:r the letters were delivered, fired upon the Qarrifon. 
Our artillery alfo ceafcd in the evening. T he Spaniards, the fiic-

ceeding
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cceding da)r, advanced from their works, and converfed with our 

fentries in the lines, exprefling their fatisfaftion that we were no 

longer at variance. This intercourfe was however forbidden by the 

Governor, w ho ordered the guards to inform thofe who approached, 
our works* that1 all correfpondence o f  this nature was to be fuf- 

pended till official accounts were received from England o f the 

peace. General Eliott* anfwered the Duke’s letter on the 3d, and 

ordered the Captain of Artillery to fire an elevated fhor, from W illis’s, 

over any parties which might pafs between their parallel and the 

D evil’s tower. T he P u k e, on the 5th, informed the Governor that 

the b l o c k a d e  b y  fea was difcontinued j  in confequence o f which, 

■a placart was published in the Garrifon; fignifying that the port 
o f  G ibraltar was again opens About noon, an elevated gun was 

wantonly fired over their works, which was the laft (hot fired in 

this fiege.

T h i s  return o f tranquillity, this profpedt o f  plenty, and relief 

from the daily vexations o f fo tedious a fiege, could not fail to 

diffufe a general joy throughout the Garrifon., Indeed fuch feelings 

are feldom experienced; they bafHe all attempt# to defcribe them : 

far beyond the pleafure refulting from private inftances o f  fuccefs 

or good fortune, ours was a focial happinefs; and the benevolent 
'fentinjents adted upon the heart with additional energy, on the 

prolpedt o f meeting thofe as frlends, with whom we had been fo 

long engaged in a fucceflion.pf hoftilitics.

T h e  Duke, on the 6th , informed the Governor that the pre
liminaries had been figned the 20th o f January at Paris, and that 

G i b r a l t a r  was to remain fn the pofleflion of,G  ,F .A T - B R iT A iN .  

From this period, operations on both fides were fufpended •, each 

party anxioufly waiting official accounts from England o f  the 

Peace. Towards' the clofe o f  the month, the Duke began to

withdraw



withdraw fome o f the ordnance from the advanced batteries,, and to 

remove materials from the parallel to the camp. T h e  Garrifon, 

on the other hand, were employed in making repairs, and in 

arranging various matters, which could not before be attended to. 

Several fhips, and a number o f boats, arrived from England and 

Portugal •, fo that provifions became every day more abundant, and 

confequently the prices o f articles more moderate.

In  the beginning o f  March, a fchooner arrived from Barbary, 

with a letter accompanying a prefent o f  bullocks for the Governor. 
W e were ignorant o f the contents o f  the letter; but it was ima

gined the *fubje<fl was,' torequcfl a renewal o f our friendship. T w o  

officers’and twenty-four Corfican-s, who in their paffage to Gibraltar 

had been chafed afhore on the coaft o f Barbary by the Spaniards, 

arrived, alfo in this boat. T he farmer informed 'us, that upon 

the commencement o f the attack o f the Battering-fhips on the pre

ceding 13 th o f  September, the Moors at Tangier repaired to their 
mofqjues, imploring Heaveu in behalf o f their old allies.? and that, 

•on rSceiving accounts,of the defeat o f the Enemy, they made public 

•rejoicing, and gavf every demonftration o f their affedlion for the 

Efiglifh Nation.

W h e n  the ce flat ion of*hoftilities took place, parlies were.almofc 

.daily p ^ n g  between the Governor and the Duke and the Spanifh 

Aide-de-c&mps never omitted expre#ing their furprife that the 

GqyernoE h^l not yet heard from England. Their patience as well 
as ours was nearly exhaufted, when the long-expedted frigate arrived 

-on the 10th o f tyjarch : but for fome time, even when fhe had got 

into the Bay, fljfc ^ept us in fufpenfe, by fleering clofe along the 

Spanifh fhore, an^ fhowing no colours. A t length, however, the 

Britifh enfign was difplayed, and the anxious Garrifon faluted her 

w ith  4 general huzza. She was the Thetis frigate; Captain Blankets #
and
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and foon after fhe anchored, Sir Roaw  Curtis (who had been 

knighted fo'Kbis conduit on the 14 £ ■ September.) landed with  

difpatches for \ i e  Governor. T r ie j L t e /d i  ̂ Crillon fent a parley 

to the Garrifon/in the evening, Ithicn was (angered the fucceeding 

day. The! fubjtdt o f tHis correfpfcndence pyroably ŵ is to appoint 

an interview between the Generals, as on the jL»th his Grace, 

attended by his fuite, <?ame down \fo the extrd»ity*of the weftern 

“Bflyau,* and fent an Aide-de-camp to inform the Governor he was 

arrived. General Eliott, attended by Lieut. KoehlV, his Aidc-de 

camp, foon afterwards rode out by Lower Forbes’sjUnd t/vas met 

by the Duke on the beach, half way between the worifctand Bay- 

fide barrier. Both .inftantly difmounted and fcmbraccd^- WTieTrtKc 

falutations were over, they converfecLabout half an hsmrj^nd then 

returned to their refpedtive com m and. The cannon in tjfe Spanifh 

batteries were now alb difmounted; and radge. parrf'f^’weEt-.djiil^. 
removing them, with ammunition, alfo various materials, from their 

poft at the D evil’s tower, to tbe lines and camp. As their guards 

were now confiderably diminifhed, numbers o f deferters were daiJy 

coming over to the Garrifon. They were principally foreigne?*-^ 

and the reafon they gave, was a di/like to the ferVSce.

T h e  Duke, on the 18th, fent the Governor a prefent o f a'gre^ 

Andalufian horfe. T he 22d, the St. Michael man o f war failed 
for England, where fhe happily arrived fafe. T he day f lo w in g ,  
the Governor, accompanied by General Green the ngft;c£r.

with their Aide-de-camps, mejr the Duke in the Spanifh wbrks : 

they wcte condudted by his €xrace through the> whole, and after

wards to the cave at the D evil’s tower. T he Governor dined with  

the Duke at San Roque, and returned in the evening?\ T he 31ft, 
the Duke de Crillon, accompanied by the Marquis de Saya, Prince
de Mazdrano, Counts de Jamai'que and de Serano, D o n ------- , the

Intendant, and Captain Tendon, returned the vifit. The Governor

received
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l'cccived liifi Grace neslr ^orb^s's; and on entering the Garrrfah, 

a - falute: was .fired of/ievfesl .f>fe<5?8 ro f  ;<?W&non frpisft the Grand1 
battery. W hen t h e i p e a V e d  w ithia the <v l̂s> the foldiers 

faluted hitn with a |enqral i iu z z a  *' w hiih  being urt^pe&od* it was 

faid, greatly confufeu him . Tftt: reaifon however feeing explained, 

he fetmed highlv plealed with the old Englifh cuftom ; and, as he 

palled up the i^ajn ^reet, where the ruinous and defolate appearance 

o f the town fttradled a good deal o f  his obfervation, his., Grz+c- 
behaved with; great affability.

'The oncers o f  the Garrifon were introduced by c,orps to the 

l>ak.e> at the Convent. W hen the Artillery .were mentioned, he 

received r ie ii  in the moft flattering manner: Gentleman,” ,faid

his Gra< e, ad^refiing himfeli to them, “  I would rather fee you  

“  here: at. trends. :*.h<*n pn. your , batteries as -enemies, .where,” 

added he, “  you never fpared m e.” T}ie Duke: afterwards vifitcd 

the'batteries on the heights. A t  W illis’s he made fome rexfiarks 
on the formidable appearance o f the lower defences; obferving, 

v.hilfl he pointed towards the Old-mole battery, that, “  had not 

“  his opinion befcn over-ruled, [ho fliould have directed all, hiseflbrts

again It that part o f the Garrifon.” T he good ftate o f  our bat

teries in fo {hart a period produced fome compliments to  the Chief 
Engineer; an d ,; when conduced into the gallery above Farringdofi’s 
battery,* his Grace was particularly aftoniftied, efpecially when he 

was infe.incj o f  its extent, which at that time was between ijve and 

jfi-x hundred feet. * Turning to his fuite, after exploring the extre

mity, “  Thefe works,” lie exclaimed* ‘‘ are worthy o f the.Romans.” 

.After dinner (at which were prefent the G enerak,and Brigadiers in 

the Garri.pn, with their fuites) hq vpafled; .through ; the- 
Europa* each regiment turning out without arms, and giving" t&ree 
jcheers. T he youth and good appearance o f the trppps much

engaged

* Now called Windfor.
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'engaged his atterltion. W hen his ciiriojg.jyf was gratified in that 

Quarter, ihe rdsurned, aftd was cond«<^^KbuB^jgh£ o’clock without v # * * ,  
Landport, bein^klutcd with fev en te i^ H ^ A n  on his departure.

H is ‘hotfc -ftartled at-the fkfli V  itip ‘guns* jn d  almoft, if  not 
entirely unhorfeclhim ; hut he’efc^ped w ith ou /b ein g  hurt. T he  

D uke, in the courfe o f  the cpaverfktion at dirsfeor*. paiij^many hand- 

fome compliments to «he GoverVi^r and Garrj^n for their noble 

“  H e  had exerted himfelf (he faid) to the Ltsnoft o f his 

** abilities j and, though he had not been fuccefsful, yewhe was happy 

** in having his Sovereign’s approbation o f his condu<3 | ”

B e r o r e  the Duke de Crillon entered the .Garrifon, tl^©cwu«r 

de ^.uffigniac, Colonel in the French fervice, (w ho, / ^ R e a d e r  

may remember, was very preffing for Admittance into/the y&arrifon 

fome few days after the defeat o f the BattcriVg^fhips, f g ^ w ho, for. 

the foie purpofe o f  feeing the place, had remained behind) was 

admitted into the Garrifon without the Duke’s knowledge; and 

being in the fleche at Landport when the Duke was approaching, 
from Forbes's, his Grace could not avoid feeing him. As he had ; 
entered - Without the D uke’s permiffion, his* Grace requefted he 

might n ot fee him at the'C onvctit; and the Count beinglnformpd,^ 

withdrew Into the Giarrifon, apparently much chagrined at /the 

Duke’s particularity. W hen his Grace returned, it was faid, orders 
were given, not to permit the Count to go back by way o f the lines.
T he following evening, however, ^fter fatisfying.his'«^T£!^ty in ibe 
Garrifon, he returned.

T h e  2d o f  April* the Duke de Crillon quitted the camp i« his /prii.
route to Madrid. H e was fucceeded in command by Li^tt. General 
the Marquis »dc Saya, who had accompanied his Grace into the 

G arrifw , .&pd (What was very lingular) had ferved as an officer at

Y  y the
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the preceding fiege ofV Qibraltar in 1727. Deferters ftill contintfca 

coming over to us,y a /d  t^^jSpamards were •employed''in removing 

materials from the njfcu âi {pound to the lines. Jy/tters often paffeci 

-between the Mardruis anwf "fJJen^al E4 io tt ; but though the fatter 

-requeued to pay Rjs compliments * at San Roque, the etiquette 

obferved by’ the foririir (orders having been received from Madrid 

to prevent all intesreourfe) would/ not, fo r , fome time, permit him  

to receive thjj Governor. The j 5th o f April, Sir RogerJTj’eii- 

failed in the/ Brilliant frigate on an embafly to the Emperor of 

Morocco : ifs took with him, as a prefent, four brafs twenty-fix- 

pounders jVvvnich had been weighed from the wreck o f t îe Battering- 

-vvith proportipnable ammunition.

J  ^
H i s ^ V T a J ^ s t y  havjng bq^n pleafed to confer upon the Governor 

the Moi'; Honourable, Qrder o f the Bath,* as a mark of His Royal 

approbation for the defence of Gibraltar ;}and having fignified his 

pleafure by Sir Roger Curtis, that Lieutenant General Boyd lliould 

adt as His Majefly’s reprefentative in inverting General Eliott 
with the infignia o f the order, which ceremony was to be per
formed in as fplendid and magnificent a manner as the ftate o f the 

Garrifon vwould perm it; the Engineers, foon after the arrival o f the 

Thetis, began to eredt a c o l o n n a d e  upon the rampart o f t h e  

K i n d ’s B a s t i o n ,  that the honours might be conferred where the 

v i c t o r y  was gained. B y the 23d of April (St. George’s day) the 

xrolennade^vas.iimlhed j and every preparation for the ceremony being

•completed,

* This was not the only honour conferred on the General for his Cervices ir. defending 
Gibraltar. Parliament voted him a handfome Pcnfion for life ; and his Sovereign, on his 
return to Britain in 1787, gave him an additional mark of his approbation, by dignifying 

him with the Britilh Peerage, by the ftile and title of Lord Heathfield, Baron Heathfieldof 
Gibraltar, with the honourable diftinQion of bearing, in chief, with his own arms, the 
arms of the Garrifon.—General Boyd was alfo honoured with the .Order of the Bath, and 
General Green dilUnguithed by a Baronetcy.
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completed, the Governor tommenced  ̂ Communicating to the 

troops the thanks o f their King and Q^wrjVo{; t h e i r  defence o f  

Gibraltar. DeV^ehments from all. trf^ & gkn|ntj and corps, with 

all ihe Officers not on duty,* wef.^ auc-ui'aled three lines- on the 

Red fands at eight o ’clock itt t)j|e m o r n in //a n d  the Governor 

taking poll in the centre o f the fecqg^- linej' and the*ufual com 

pliments being paid, his; Excellency addreffed h itse lf to the Garrifon 

i f i  fallows :

‘ G e n t l e m e n ,

*.I  h a v e  a f lem b led  y o u  th i s  day ,  in  o M e r

* t îe Officers and Soldiers may receive, in the moft ;(u\ilic man-

* ner, an authentic declaration tranlnitted to me byi the Secretary

* o f State, expreffing thp high#fenfe H is  lY^iiefty e n t e r s o f o u r
* meritorious condudt i(n defence o f this Garrifon. The*King’s
* fatisfa<5tion upon this event was foon divulged to a'TK the world,

‘ by H is moft gracious Speech to both Houfes o f Parliament.
‘ The Houfe o f Lords and the Hcmfe of Commons not only made 

‘ the fuitable profeffions in their addrefles to die Xhrone, but have

feverally enjoined me to communicate their unanimous thanks by 

‘ the following r.efolufions

“  Die Veneris, 13 Decembris, 1782 .

/  , ' 
f‘ R e s o l v e d ,  fiemine diffentfier.ti. by the Lords fffiritual arnd

”  Temporal, in Parliafriftm .diem‘'led, 1 hat.this lioufe
u doth highlyiapprove'and aci-uiJvvlci’^e the fervices o f die
“  Officers, Soldiers, and Sais rs, lately employed in the

“ defence o f Gibraltar; and that General Eliott tdo fignify

“  the fiim î to them.”
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April. “ D ie Jovzs, 12 Ij:cac$rist 1782.
. 1 f 

“  R e s o l v e d ,  )ne0v\e jStmiradkente, that thp thanks o f this

“  Houle [jt^mmon^f be/given to Lieut. General Boyd,
“  jyiajor GitrD-ral De Ip. Motte,' Major* General Green

** Chief Engineer,v»# Sir Roger Curtis, Knt. and to the
j“  Officers) ,̂ Soldiers, and' Sapors, lately employed in the

“  defqice o£ Gibraltar.”

T h e  Governor then proceeded :— * N o  army has ever been 

c rew arde^y higher national honours j and it is well (known how 

^ gt*atf univerfal, and fpontaneous wer? the rejoicings throughout

* the kingdom, upon the news o f  your fuccefs. Thefe muft not
* only {five ytyu inexpreflible pleafure, but afford matter o f  triumph

‘ to youi- friend? and "iateft pofterity. As a farther proof
now juft your title is to fuch flattering dtftin&ions at home, reft 

1 * allured, from undoubted authority, that the Nations in Europe,

* and other parts, arc ftruck with admiration o f  your gallant beba- 

\* viour : even our l^ e  refolute and determined An tagonifts do not

* fcruple to bellow the commendations due to fuch valour and

* perfeveratnce,

* V-Now moll warmly congratulate you on thefe united and bril-
* liant teftimonies of approbation, amidft fuch numerous, fuch 

*. exalted tokens o f applaufe : aftd f o r g i v e  m e ,  f a i t h f u l  c o m -  

■' P A N I O N S ,  ' I F  I H U M B L Y  CRA^VE Y OU R A C C E P T A N C E  T)F M Y

* G R A T E F U L  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S .  I O N L Y  P R E S U M E  T O

* A S K  T H I S  F A V O U R ,  AS H A V I N G  BEfcN ,A. C O N S T A N T  W I T -

* NESS O F / x  OUR C H E E R F U L  S U B M I S S I O N  T O  T H E  G R E A T E S T

* H A R D S H I P S ,  Y O UR  M A T C H L E S S  S P I R I T  A N D  l & X E R T I O N S ,  

4 A N D  ON A X L  O C C AS IO N S,  Y OU R . H E R O I C  C O N u E M P T  OF E V E R Y  

■* D A N G E R .

A G R A N D
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. ’A  G R A N D  feif-de-joie was then fired jby.tle line, each difchargc 

commencing with a royai falute o f tw^f^-onVguns. Three cheers 

clofed the ceremony. T he Commander* Ih *C$ief, General and 

Fielcl Officers, afterwards withdrew ■ and thelwtachments (formed 

two deep) marched into tow n/and, lined the£ftreets leading from 

the Convent, by the Spanifh cl^urcK' and Grand p^fade, to the 

King’s baftion. Aboufc half paft .‘eleven o’c l^ t ^ t h e  proceffion 

frwgniii in. the following order: a l l  uncovered, and tw^ deep*, except 

the troops>under arms.

M a r s h a l .

•M uiic, 12th Regiment,

Playing, “  See the conqueh^ng Hero catnes."

A R T I J L L E  R t .

Q u a r t e r - M a s t e r - G e n e r a l ,  and A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l ,  

T o w n - M a j o r ,  and D e p u t y  ;

W ith other S T A F F  O F  T H E  G A R R I S O N .

Firft Divifion o f F I E L D  O F F I C E R S ,  )*mng«ft firft.

Mufic, 58th Regiment.

T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R ’S S E C R E T A R Y ,

Bearing on a erinafon velvet cuihion the Cotnmiffion.

T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R ’S A I D E - D E - C A M P S *  

TLIEUT. G E N B R A l / o Y D , T H E  K IN G ’S C O M M ISSIO N ER .

T H E  G O V E R N O R ’S S E C R E T A R Y ,

Bearing, on a <jin&fon velvet cufhion, the Inffgnia o f  the 
CNter o f  the Bath.

T H E

S | E  &JE O^F' G LB f t  A L  t-A  R. 345



T H E  G O y E t o j l O R y  AIDErDE-CAMPS,  
f a s *  E S Q U I R E S .

G E nS |>  R a  I, E L I O  rT T,
T l i E  K - ^ J I G ^ T  E L E C T ;

supponcd j r e w  D E - L A  M O T T E  and G R f i f e N

^\ide-de-cam ps to the Major Generals.

M A J O R  G E N E R A L  P I C T O M .

H is Aide-de-camp.

T H E  B R I G  A.D IE^R G E N E  R A L S ,  eldeft firfL 

Their Brigade, Majors.

Mufic, De la M otte’s.

Second Divifion o f F I E L D  O F F I C E R S ,  eldeft firft.

•Mufic, 56th Regiment.

The G R E N A D I E R S  o f the Garrifon,

N o  c o m p l i m e n t  was paid to the Knight E ledt; but, as the 

Commiffioner pafied, each Regiment, with the Officers, faluted. 
W hen the proceffion arrived at the Colonnade, the General ami Field 

Officers placed themfelves on each fide o f the Throne ; the Artillery 

formed under the Colonnade, and the Grenadiers, fronting tKe baftion, 

along the Jine-wall. The proper reverence;; being made to the 

vacant Throne, the Commiffioner defired his &fcicretary to read the 

Commiflion : which being done, he addreffed t te  Knight E led  in a 

ftiort complimentary fpeech, taking the ribband[ at the conclufion,
and

l5o H I S T l D R T f f  QF. T H E  j L A f E



sir e \  e  ' c5  f  g ;  b V , a l > a r .  3S*

flftd placifig it ovtr the Governor’s ihoiUder/ who inclined a little 

for that purpofe : three? reverences \vcr^ftbcn i^c«ond time made, and 

each took his feat on a crimfon velvet cKellin oil each fide o f the 

Thfone, the Commiffioner fitting oft the rignfcjiband. The Gover
nor was no fooner inverted, than the mufic firy^k up, G odfave tbe 

King. The Grenadiers fired a v.olley, and a gjrand difchar^p o f a 

hundred and fixty pieces o f cannon- was fired $om  the Sea-line. 
- T V  p|£— then patted forwards through the lolonrt’ade, and 

returned in  the fame order. Thft detachments were afterwards 

difmrtfed, and each Non-commiffioned Officer and Private .received a 

pound of fncjh beef and a quart of wine. T he Generals, with their 

fuites, and the Field-officers, dined at the Convent. In the evening;* 

the  ̂Colonnade was illuminated with.different-coloured lamps, and 

tranfparent paintings in the back fcene : apd Sir George AuguJflus 

Eliott, with the Lieutenant Governor*, and principal Officers of  the 

Garrifon, aflembling at the King’s baftion about nine o’clocle, there 

was a difplay of fire-works from the north and fouth r1aaftions, and 

the Spanifh church ■, the principal o f which were fired from the latter, 
being oppofite to the Company,

T h u s ,  in feftivity, and with honour, ended the labours o f t h e  

Garrifon o f  Gibraltar: During a period o f t h r e e  y e a ^ ,  s e v e n

m o n t h s ,  a n d  t w e l v e  d a y s  (that is, from t h e  commencement 
o f t h e  blockade to the ceflation o f arms), we had exptrienced a con

tinued feries o f watchfulnefs and fatigue, the horrors o f famine, and 

every haraffing and vexatious mode o f attack, which a powerful, 
obilinate, and revengejul Enemy could devile. On reviewing the 

tranfadions o f this pariod, two circurnfiances cannot fail to /trike 

the attentive reader / viz. the very flow manner in which the Enemy 
proceeded in  their Iperajions, and the impoffibility o f maintaining 

fo ftridt a btockadf, as to prevent all communication by fea. T o  

evince thefe, and fther circumflances not unimportant to military

readers,

17s?.
April.
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W  H I  &T C (a  V / 0  ?  T  -I^E* l a T / &  &cr.

readers, I have been reViuce  ̂to greater accuracy and minutainefs th in  

ordinary hiftorians ye^ b liged  to obferve ; and inftead o f  the acute*' 
nefs o f inveftigatipnj <*r a Jtplendid fententioufhefs1, I h aw  beea 

pecefiitated to puvfup^he narrative, almoft uninterruptedly, in ‘ the 

tedious form o f a I have not prefumed to mterfpcrfc many
aniraadverfitos of my'dwn< the "only merit to which I can lay any 
c la im ,\s  that o f  a. faithful narratfon o f fa£ts} and I confefc, I would 

at any time ra(l#r vfalk in the beaten track o f  truth* than nntfli*̂ * 

the judgement o f my readers in ihe wilds o f  fancy and conjecture.

A ■ r e t u r n  o f Cafualties is annexed j alii? the expenditure o f  

Ammunition, both by the Enfemy and the Garrifon. Thefe papfers, 

as well as the Eftimate o f Provifions, I thought better to throw 

into,the form o f an Appendix, than to  interrupt the narrative by 

their infertion.

A P P E N D I X .
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A E  N  D  I X .

A  G E N E R A L  R E T U R N  o f  C A S l j X l * T I E S .

REG IM EN TS.

R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y  
1 2 th  R e g i m e n t ^
2 5 t h  .................
39th------
c[6th —... ..........
5 8 t h  ------------
jythL - --------
7 2 ct̂ ....  ....
7 3 d  .—  —
97 th
R e d e n ’s R e g t .  
D e  l a  M o t t e ’s 
S y tlo w ’s ,  fo r 

m e r ly  H a r 
d e n b e r g ’s 

S o ld i e r - A r t i f i -
•  c e r  
M a p n e  B r ig a d e  
V o r f i c a n  C o m p .

T o t a l

KI httD. DEAD OF 
WOUNDS*

DISABLED BVj.WOUNDED, sirrt  
WOUNDS, r RECOVERED,

DEAD BY 
SICKNESS. DESERTED,

O . D.
•

R. R. R. R. ft. - R.
S. &

F.
O . S. D. &

F.
O. S. D. &

F.
O. S. D. &

F.
O .S .D . &

F.
&
F.

2 1 0 20 O
°1

><3 8 O 2 0 1 z 8 % 1 *10* t i 0 U 1
3 i »3 0 0 0 10 I 0 0 JO ■ 2 4 7 8c; 0 3 0 3U 0 0 1 O 0 0 1 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 7 O 0 n 1I 3 i it> 1 1 0 6 0 0 0 10 3 K 4

i *
0 0 n .5O 0 0 >7 O 1 0 9 I 0 0 6 ’ 3 2 0 4 t 34 31

0
» 1
0

0
0 2

O
O

1
0

0
0

•5
6

0
0

0.
0

1
0

8
2

2
0

z
0

2
0

<?*
7

0
0 0

1
0

531 — UL.
•  OO 2 0 3 1 O 2 0 21 0 1 1 21 3 1J 5 109 0 0 47 90 0 30 O t 0 13 1 < 0 3 l ? 2 0 77 0

6
0 z

u 0 0 7 O 0 1 5 0 i* 0 4 0 % 33 0 106 12 0 / O 0 1 5 0 x 0 4 1 1 33 1 0 16 10 3 0 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 42 a 2 0 10 1

0 z 0 18 O 0 0 6 0 z 0 6 1 7 z 69 0 0 0 7 S

0 1 0 6 O 0 0
•

0 0 0 0 7 2 3 ,0 30 0 0 0
•
23 0

0 i 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 8 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ! 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
K r9 2 197 6 2 101 J ‘ 3 ? 29 j 4<> 2 i ? 7 ? 7 2 1 2 4 ,?

A B ST R A C T  o f  t h e  t o t a l  LOSS o f  t h e  GARRISON.

Killed, and dead of^ounds,  333

Difabled by wounds# (D ifchargcd)..................................   yA
D e a d  o f  f icknefs ,  ^c lu five  of thofe  w h o  d ie  J  o f  th e  {curvy |  ^ ^

in 1779 and t m o ,

Difchatged, frJn incutaLlc c o m p la in ts , .........................* Si
Deferted, -  | -  - > . .................................................. 4 ,

Total 1231

E X P E N -



K X F E N U I T  U K  IS.

G A R R I S O N ,  i

Commencing the 12th S«pt» 17™, 
ending.the 3dfof ^'cD.1783^

ot A M i M ’U N I T ' r O N r
J AND

froni\ 

E N E M . Y .

the

r—
and Commencing tlie 12th of Apr. 1781, 

ending the*sd of Feb. 1783.

! C A R 
ACAS1 li-i

T.I<-HT
H.ILt.H.

Anrer.ible 0 the Labo „|
MONTHS. SH07’ SHELLS ORAPI! HS. ' r„uo;y Accounts. •

<
SHOT'. T «Hiu"sr j

1779.

>767
\ j

Sept. 12— 30 201 1

CWtoUtt
INovemSer

*57*
57

1 116
• v ^

1
5
i 6

1
December 8« c>! 4

17N0. I

January 88 131 3f
■fc*c

February 2 f 3

March *7 7 !>s

April C 0
May rS i a

W]une 12.1
> iy 246
Auguft 56
September 6

160Odober 85 *43 73 1
November 77* 6004 p o 63 64
.December 160 4 * * 250 79 54

>78,1.-
j.Mttary,. 33 875 6 3 22 8

.

February 3 * 346 76 9
March • '25 221 *7 *3

2
6

1781.
April
May

2672
804

*494
27S2

26
23

Apr. 12, to 1 
May 31 J 56760 20134 Computed

June 828 2250 35 3 June 8799 2643
J ^ y 428 761 S' *3 5 July 3° 3<> 698
Auguft >30 172 • *03 56 2 Auguft *35° 184
September 26/4 <3228 213 58 4 J •September 93*o 760
Oftober 1722 11515 64 *9 S3 Oftober *5754 2750
November 5°9 3J 87 «2 33 5 November 2430 11 20
Decembct 632 7 I I9 *39 60 44 December 3378 1010

1782. 17S2.
January 722 IIO52 132 60 *3 January 4342 1012
February 2617 7*95 *77 21 *9; February 3046 566
March 3657 10362 733 56 45 March 5828 *3*3
April *3 '4 2768 37° April 35 4* 938
May ‘a3 >J '1669 35* *4 May 2418 856
June ■ 2052 178 263 1 8 June 2190 6 53
July 228 37 100 I 3 July C Com-1 J 

*8Auguft 544* 1781 1047 3 Auguft "5° 30 1 putcd#ejr- 
J  clufive of*September *3557 3262 479 215 September ) 3643* 16993 •

October 2604 6381 735 12 14 Ddlober }13 1 * 10673 j the Bat-November *937 5701 u  57 74 *7 Vovember \ ^ 9 7 3*4 S | tering- 
c (hips.December

1783.
2596 IZ159 1422 26 3 December^

>78*;'.
\o36

u

.*9*8

January 2640 14176 3444 42 *5 January 1*67 680
February 210 1047 414 February 1 55 144

?7 >6 3 1 sg1 1 2 681 926 679
11371! 68363

Total 200,600 Rounds 
Britifli Gun-boats ■ 4,7*8 Shot 

tOBrjzi>

The Gdrrifon expended very^near £000 barrel* of 
powder and the number of ordnance damaged and 
deftroyed during the fiege, amounted to 53*

T< tal 244,1 o J  Rounds, all of a 
. I ** heavy nature

Spanf.fti G'un-bi ats 14,^8} Shot and Sljells

: 2iSeas2z*
Til? r  iii ibeijt of barrels powder expended by the 

Ener" t’ Piid ntfcvcjr be afcerta»ncd, net what ordnance
4 -Lfroy*̂*



A P *P E N D-^I X. 3 5 $

A n 'Bjiimate of^tW Prlces fixed upon Provi/ions by a Committee o f 
Officers, at G ibraltar, Oftnter 'the i y i t 1782.

* 1 b •which is annexed tin; Erice v a r io u s^ tn le s , as they were fo ld  a t different 
'  Periods o f the Blockade and Siege.

The films arc turned into fterling, at the average exchange of 3 9 ^  the doIljjK; 
though the Garriftm-exchange fluftuated betwixt ana 4 td.

1 *K. L I M I T E D  B Y  T H E  C O M M J T T E E .

Frefli Beef, Veal & Mutton,perlb.
Pork, ditto « ..........  
Ducks »nd Fowls, per couple,
A Goofe, —------
A Turkey, ------
A pfir of-Pigeon«,
Corned Beef, per lb.
Corned Pork, ditto 
Ham, ditto —
Bacon, aad dried Tongues, ditto
Cheefe, ditto ——  ’ -------
Salt Butter, ditto
A n Egg -------- -
Pickled Tripe, per lb 
Potatoes, ditto —
Loaf Sugar, ditto 
Powder Sugar, ditto 
Bell Green Tea, ditto 
Bohea, or Souchong, ditto
Coffee, ditto ------
Flour, ditto ------
Mould Candles, ditto 
Common, ditto 
A Hogftiead of Porter ——•
Bottled Porter(with bottles)per d. 
A Hogfhead of Port Wine 
Port Wine (with bottles) per doz, 
Good etimmon Wine, per gallon 
Inferior ditto, ditto — -
Claret (with bottles)
Beil Fiih, ^>er lb.
Inferior kiud, ditto 
Small Fry, diJ'o

P J U C E S  D U R I N G  T H E  B L O C K A D E .

C  d.

From o t.  1 
From o 13 o

Ffoundof Bf.perlb. 
Salt Beef and Pork

per dozen
From 0 2 6

Sold atanAuft.for
From 0 2 6

^ --------From 8 o

“ 5  From 0 1 3

MalagaWineperB.

}
Tlx 'f e  art icles were ge
nerally fuld, according to 
th f i r  l ire and qujJ i ty,  at 
m of t exorb i ta n t  ra te s.

£ . /« d .

t o•
O 4 \oi

* 0 4 I
— I 1 1 >4

I 10 4
2 8 9 '
O 9 9
O 2 11

O 1 3
0 4 1
O 3 3

A
— ■ 0 4 I

0 4 I O j
0 0 0

0 2 6
0 17 1

— 0 4 io ; -
— 2 5 6

t 0 5 9
— 0 2 I 1"

0 0 O
0 2 6
0 0 a
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 4*
0 . 2 (>
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 O 0
0 O 0

This eftimata afterwiJBs underwent fome fmall alteration by the Committee, the wines 
being fixed, they thou wit, at tocKlow a price. Belides the articles mentioned under the 
head of the Blockade-wice, the following fold in the courfe of the Siege for the fums 
annexed to them. "

A Call's



jr. t. j.
A Calf’s Head and Feet — .... i I4V 1J
A Calf’s Pluck - .....  ■ — — . , o 14 7 I
I-Iind quarter, with .the Head and'Tail of an Algerine*Sheep *7 10 o '
Head and Tect of a Sheep' j —-----   —;— -  . o 14 7J
A Bullock’s Head, without Tongue ■■■— ...........  1 3 4^
A Bullock's Heart" ——• — ..»•- -  0 9 9
A Goat’s Head —.......-  ■ ■■ ~ — -------  o 8
Onions, per lb. > ‘...... -  _  . ..............0 2 6
A Cabbage ------ —  ....... -  o 1 7{
A bunch ^  Cabbage leaves — —  ̂ ......... —-  — — o 0 5
*?\ burvchoi Ca*rott ?lnd Turnips • "«r— — »■ ■ o 1 o?-
A fmall bunch of Hadillies . ..... ■— ,  ■ ■■ ■ ■ 0 0 5
A pint of Milk ana Water ■■ < \ ...  ...........— 0 1 5
A Lemon  .......  ' ——  ......   ——  o o f
A Qdiill _ — ----- -- ■-----  -----------  o o .  6i-
A li ve Pig fold for ........■ .......  — 9 1 4 9

A large fov? in pig fold for upwards of 29/. A Goat, with a young kid, both of which 
had been purchafed in England for 1 fold in the Garrifon, when the latter was about 
twelve months old, for near is/. An Englifti Milch Cow was fold, in *1780, for fifty 
guineas; referving to the feller a pint o f , milk each day whilft Jhe gave m ilk: aftd another 
Cow was purchafed by a Jew for fixty guineas ; but the beaft was in fo feeble a condition, 
that (lie dropped down dead before me Bad been removed many hundred yards. If  thefe 
fu£ii were not thought fufljeient to dcmonftrate the exorbitant pri«es of every article in tlic 
Garrifom others could be aglducefl, of equally as forprifing, a complexion^

A P P E N I X.

The following are tbe proportions of the prizt-Money, as diflributed to the 
Garrifon of Gibraltar^ from the /urns arifing from the Head-Money granted 
by Parliament for de0tt>ymg the Batterin^-fhif and the /ale" of tbe St.
■Michael, man cf war.

y h e  fubfequentJuims are proportions of 30,000/.

wLich was the Sum firll divided. •

£■ d. £• <t. 
The Governor, i»i6th - - 1875 o o Captain . . . .  - • 4) 10 1
Lieutenant Governor - - 937 10 o Lieutenant - - - - * 3{ 5 6
Major Genei*al *; - - 468 15 o Sccond Lieut, and Enfign - 21 o *6£
Brigadier General - - - 267 10 o Servant . . .  .  . .  3 6 9
Colonel - - - - « 156 t o Corporal - - - - - -  * *o 11*
Lieutenaat Colonel - - - 80 16 o Pfivaie - - - - .  .  1 9 1
Major 57 i j  6 I

A fecond Aft of Parliament afterwards p n fil'd. for grantiip to the Garrifon whatever 
might be filhed up from the wrecks of the Battering-ihips ; and^thofe employed in this duty 
proceeded with fuch fiiccef», that brafs and iron cannon, witnWher articles, were reco
vered to a coiifiderable value.. ,.f, t \

Two divifions, of 1,6,000/. and 8oco/. have fince beeT aiftributeY;—the latter of which, 
it is imagined, will be the lall. ■ (

F I* N  I S.




