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batteri,es, as the great weight t falls 
~ buries them under the lurfa ~ ~, the 
ground, and when they b~ the cat­
ler whatevef is near thSJll for '1eV~nty or 
~igh ty yards aroqnd/ 

8th. The enemy worked vety hard 
• laR night, ~nd greatly forwarded their 

• !lpproache.s :-Thi~ morn,in~ they fired 
very bri& on oqr gardeners, who w~re 
f01"ced to retire . A frigate from the! 
Weft. has anchored 0 11 the other fide. 

9th ~ We {ired this mQrnil'g by way 
of ex~eri~el\t, [Holm Old Mole-bead: fiJe-

. ~en·inch {hells out of howitzers, one of 
which penet~ted i nw the centre of the 
Tower-battery , and ppare ntly fet fire to, . 
j,t, which they fo on extinguilli d. 

The wind bl®wing {hong Ean, and the, 
e' -

fea t()O r,)u~b far {he gu n·boats, three 
fetlees arrived from Minorc~, and a brig 
from Leghorn, with wine and other ne­
ce£fa~ies. None of the Spanifh cruizers, 
attempted to ir. • 

l 'he enemy's ~cov red-way is greatly 
ex(en~ed . a few nights more will bring 
~t home to the Tower-battery. \ ~ 
, 14th. The enemy~s' covere~way is, 
not yet cOlDpleled, .owing to the sough. 

6<:1: rainy weather; they' have extended 
5 :r-t " t 
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I it very ar the Eafi-line of their advan ­
ced ,~;>rk. ' This morning H~ pieces of . , . 

, cannon we laid in the fand behind tI e 
Old-mole. Tn y h'lve an levation of 
fony.£i ve degre~s, -and it is imagined 
they will fend red hot fho~ imo the ene­
my's encampment and artillery pa tk. 

15th. Laft night the enemy comple.., 0 

ted their covered-way: they have brought 
it dofe home to the Eafl. angk~ of the 
Tower.battery-The weather having 
proved cairn, the Spanifu traize rs· again 
~over the face of the Bay. , 

16th. The enemy Ian night began 
another line of approach. extendrng fr0l'n 

. the left of the ~ower,·battery, towards the 
Centre-frone Guard-houfe. 

GARRISON ORDERS. " 
o 

•• The jJJ'Uef of provjJion for the next miinth, 
to be the fame as lajl, except that only one w~ek's 
oatmea(, at a pint each ration, .can be JPflT d to 
leave the uJual yiJpply for th~ ·,z/oJpitals. " 

I1t~. The enemy extended'tneir ap­
proaches fame yards laft night, a'I'lcf we, 
with 0 r nrual Liberality of fhoot and 
fh~lb; repaid tfteit,labours . ~e*eral/~t-

ees 
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t~e " and yolacres arrived from t 
Aigaziras . 

21 a. rmd W. Lafi ni' t '" 
wa s he .. :rd from tbe Of!i for ne r an 
hour, \ l'il ich pr v d t e the Speedwell 
cutter, ": h di pa C les fro m Engla od. 
e ngagin g a Aaebec, \· ... hith was under the 

• neceffity o f putting into Ceuta 0 repair 
her damag~s; file got Cafe into New-mole, 
but the intelligence brought by hel', is at 
prefen t kept fecret. 

-!2 3d. Arri"ed the Hannap priv.ateer, • 
from Ellgl~nd, with cheefe, beef, pork. 
butrer, '&c.-a very good fupply. It 
mufi fenfibly aggravate .Admiral Barcello. 
notwith ftanding the attention and alert­
ne[s of his armed bo lS and cruizers. 
that veffels [~ frequentl y drop in here. 
• 25th. This day the deferter that came 
in-the !28tn of Septembe[l was fent t the 
Provoa, he being, from iRdubitable f: as, 
proved a fpy. Several writings were 
found in .,pis polleffion, infcribed . to 
SpaniOl offi~, tOgether with a plan of 
the garrifon rewed up in a coarfe cloth, 
Among other paffages he fays, that, 
" Between t e ACi ance and Deadman's 
Hole, the {hD-re is 1Q bold, tbat they 

I bring their {hipping .• elor6 to the 
!4! 



(' l O ()- ) 

and l~nd 'the men ' from off th~ yards ; 
and, a.fleT~ (his is done, to take pqIfelIion 
o~ t ~1tra ~lling pieces of cannon on 
Win milf<.·hi , ·draw them to the South-

"-parade, and cann nade the town. Came 
in Iafi night, the fno'w Kitty and Polly 
from Liverpool, wi lh butter, aour, cheefe, 
and pota loe s; the Ja [ler fells a t one rial 
and a half per pound. Deferted, a {ol­
dier in tbe night. 

29tA. This day two 1\foorifh veffels -
·were carried into · Algaziras; i l is ~on ­
je8ured they were deRined for ~hi~ place . 

30 lh. This forenoon a fettee belohg­
jng ' to the enemy was becalmed off Eu-

pa, and our boats went out and board­
ed her-the crew ,efcaped.- She had two 
pigs and fome empty ca£k.s on board. 
It is fame time Lince we had the fatis .! 
faClion to hoift the Englifh colours ov~r 
the Spanifh. -

3) fl. This morning, a Tartan laden. 
ith brandy and fugar , ca ,e in from 

Minorca. She vbrings no f.1. Tticular in­
telligence. Laft night a ferjeant deferted 
from the back of the rock. . 

The enemy keep att'enti.vely at work, 
an forwaratheir approaches and' cover­
~(retreats with th(f, utmon fpirit; their 

f . h~~ 
·L 

c. 
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avy lofs of men uoes not 

heir operations-they feern inten't ax 
determined to capture Gibraltar. 
bably the next year will decide - q)l­

teft: if they fhould be fuccefsfl"l . and take 
, 'the- garrifon , it will be an expedition 

oethy of record; bdt we have not the 
leafi idea of this nature, OUf batteries 
are [0 well mounted with heavy ordnance. 
and manned with Britons, that the name 

. .of being conquered is laughed a~ as an 
abfurdit.y. . • 

I ~m, honor'd Father, 

Dutifully yours , 

LETT E R XV . . • 
Gibraltar, Jan . 10, 1781. 

Hon. Father, 

OUR profpeCl is but gloomy; the ene­
nerny are very ufy, and a.ce Rill 

forwarding works of annoyance. It is 
. conjeCtured as foon as the bomb battery 
is completed~ that the paLHme will begin; 
but I hope, this year will teIWinate wi\n 

. vitlory /-0 Old Eogla.nd. 
T~is . 
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\ This day und.eF a ita of truce, i-I 
we Maorifh gallies , ,that arrived the ~ glJ I 

ail J'l:Wuili, were iC wdu8ed fll'0m AJ­
. (1 Z -.:,10 this place;. Ihey have brought 
Confu l .oglB, nnd tbe BritHh. fa milies 
and J ews from Tan gier. We lear l~ wat I 
lwllilities a r~ eom?nen~d by the 13arb<t­
lians ao ain f1 U1, and that the Emr.c ror 
of Morocco has fold the po rts of Tan ~ 
gier and T.etuan to his Cat~)(~lic Majdly ~ 
by this mean s J he enemr con.c1ude Gi'­
b~alta r t heir own, and th:u Id. . ·ill1(! will 
compel us to capitvJ.?~e . I hope their 
expeClatio Q,s will be frufirad~d, and that, 
in [pite of the uni ted effor ts of our foes, 
the Bridf qiligP w' · er_ b~ kept fly- · 
ing here. 

GAR R I S d NOR D Z R S. 

.. The antrics on the fla-line, are not tQ 
Juffer ahy pe rfon to land und atly part of the 
{in~-3Pall, 0)' upon tilt rqcks {owpnJs tbe Jouth­
W(J7 d, pr ta remai'f). .o1lffiO.Tt th~r.e after firfl guq.- I 
fjre, but to }ire u;p,r(j;;kfJever t~9 mqy. 4.ifcover, 
ef~J~,,;. , O).£jhw~. Qr qtt~rnJl. w.~ tp, l n:4 ,after. that. 
tt71 e. _ r .., 

L'afi D\~ht a Sp~!!Hh frigat,e 
by a norm under 0101 walts ... · 

the 
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e g.artift n l oO'k heldor an Etrglifl ve~! 

herefore did not fire upon her;. a Hea·~1. -.. '" 
r~ifi t6l1Plinglfrf,. alid a thic~ hate uJi6n 11ft 
wa ter, {he efcaped u nperceived till~ hi . 
morning. The two ~1oorin1 g~~ fa • 

. ed.Jrom hence to the Wen . 

• 
GAR R ISO NOR DE It S . • 

Ration of provfftOtis f1lom the l.5 ~li Ja­
nuary, tilllhe llthor Fd>'tua;y 

O~fl(:: ~' f'S p' er' riW[lI(t'i. . 
• • 

S fead, tw,nty-&igltt pounds ; p(jrk ,j~ur dUM; 
beej , lout ditto; jJe&}e, jour pints; burtt'r, leTt 
ounces ; ckeefe, ont. pOU1d arid Iza!f, tn lz'eu' of 
two pounds rif be ej. • ' 

Kidney beans, jour flint;,; UjhUN four ditto; 
flour, tn.,.,e /H)UJ'icl ; Taifins; two. ditto; i~ liey, 
of $welve p'ilnlJ of peaJe and tliirty ' ounces 0/ 
v'U!tu,r, 

Hofpi t-al per week. 

JJreact,jeven pm' lJeeJ, one Il~! pork, 
(JlfC aittb!; flutter tar() OWUf6S, aftd half J c/teeje; 

fix ditto, irp lieu oj Ii if a pound if btif. 
_ Wheat, dne pint ;. flouT 3. I~s oj a pcnmd ; 
r~e 01U PfJU/lT.d,; ~ offms, -hall IJ pound;., oat:-

.11l.j,thr(e pin~ ; 11 gatf H oJ t pin} in /jeff . . ~ 
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~ four pints of peaJe, and )cven 'ouncu ani;; 
lfif~~· . 

. B. One pound of beef to be paid 

en per week. " ... 
Bread, feven potindsc; beef, one ditto; pork,: 

one ~itto; peale, one pin!; butter, two lJunces 
and a half; cheeje,ji.'C ounces, ·in lieu if half 
a pound if bee]. 

• Flour 3- 4tk~ 0/ a pound; wheat, -one pint; 
kidney beans, .one dztto;, rajJins, Ml( a pound; 
vinegar, 1-4th of a pint, •. in lieu oj t.hree pints 
of peaJe, and Jcven ounces ana a half of butter. 

N. B. One pound of Leef, and three, 
. pints of oatmeal to be paid for. ~ 

16th. Wind W. This morning ar~, 
rived a brig from (he Madeira lfiands 
with 80. pipes of wine. She ~as drove 
from her moorings in 2l florm, with on-

• Iy fix hands on board,-~er ca~go will 
prove a refrelliing fupply. 

18th. c Wind W. . W. Lafl night 
came in the Tartar privateer, from Eng­
land. with difpatches from governmen~­
{be . had a paffage of fixteen days. >.and, 
bring.s intelligence tha,t hofriities are 
(4)mmenced againft the D\1tch. Sh hac.l 

the 
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the go d fortune to capture four Dutch 
veffels on her pafTage, and c~rrjed th'em 
into Portugal. Our frigate lying j'n 
mole fired feveral {hot at her, fur: l 19 
her ~o be 'an enemy, as Ibt;. liood · .owarqs 
the bottom of the Bay, our former an~ • 

• ~h()rage, • 
General Eliott has ordered letters of 

marque to be iffued, I he fame as granted' 
agai~fl France and Spain. The garri­
[on re~ej\ 'ed the above account \vith ul)i­
verfal ecldt; the officers and every indh 
vi~ual teemingly 'felt a {enGule pleafur~ _ 
upon- Ule occafwn . Whether from i~ 
being the an niverfary of her l\{aj~fiy's 
birth day. or from tJlis piece of informa. 
tion. the royal flanda~ was hoi fled, anq 
~ rejoicing obrerved by \be garrifon, 
illipping, boats : &c. by a dilcharge .of 
cannon at one o'clock- the fea~en mao­
ned a~d cheered. and th~ land baHeries. · 
faluted the enemy's works wi~h balL ", ;. 

20th. Thi~ In.orning fo.o· 1 after da~- . 
breJ.k, the ferje t command~ng the Bay .. 
fide (a detached g;uaTd) j m~d over t.he 

.. "" I 
pa lifadoes , and walked gentlY owards 

J, I , 

the enemy's works, feemi y 1 'dl:ter-.. 
qrined, owhedler to go f'lrward, 01' rurt:l, 
t.o the garrifon~ It is reported tlJ t be 4 '. , Q . 
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ing greatly 1n debt, havin ,g kep a m ers 
for officers., exciled hi~ to this deplora-

. : act-the centinels difch argtd rheir 
mu[q ·ptry . . but it is uncertain whether 
any of their iliot took t ffett- . 
. 2Sd. Li ft nrght, with a iliff breeze 
at N . W . the Youn g 'Sabine and the 
Hannah privateers failed for Minorca­
Admiral Bart ello having mifTcd them 
this morn.ing, detached a fri 3<l re to tbe 
e<lf1, under .all the fail fhe could croud, 
but it ~ probable [he cwill not be able to 
come up with them , they having near 
twelve hours fail a-bead. . ,, ' 

25th. Yeflerday evening, a Iold:er 
deferted, [uppo[ed from the he jght~ of 
the rock. " 

28th. Wind S. E. Arrived the Tar­
lar, 'a :French prize, of 26 gUllS, from 
Leghorn, with wine; oil , brandy, &c . 
She' picked up at rea, the Brilliant's long­
boat, which . makes us imagine that. fri·· . 
ga'te was forced to the eafiward, wilh the 
fhong northerly wind .. " . 

29th. Wind E. La'ft night failed the 
Tartar privateer, that arrived here 00 

' the {8th inRant. oThe enemy threw fe­
. vc~al r.ockets from their towers, ahd this 
morD'ing we 0 {erve4 a xebec returnl Ig 

( . ~m 
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from the Gut wi t hout her prey. On the 
land fide the enemy continue their la­
qours, nor are we remifs in anno ~ :l..,;.'g ' . 
them. Three foldiers are miffing !.:!':ppo­
fed lO have d eferted. 

30th. ' Vind S. E . . Arrived a large 
• fettee and a Tarran from Minorca, witl-i 

"ine, &c. They bring word of the Bril­
liant's fafe arrival in th 1t port. 

31ft. \Vind ' . W. Yeflerdayevening 
J<tiled a brig from hen ce, bound to a­
hon with fllpplies. The ehemy. extend­
ed their appnnches about five yards Ian 
night, · and threw up feveral heaps of 
fand-Some in fant ry, have marched in­
to their camp, reported to have landed 
at Cadiz. Admiral arceJ.lo rt::majns at , 
anchor, but his frui zers frequently come 
over to peep at Qur works, and obferve 
the fi1uation of ollr navy. 

I am, Hon. Father, yours, &:c . • 

LET T E R XVI. • 
Gibraltar, Feb. Jjl, 1780. 

Hon . Fath~r, .... J . 

OTvVITHST ANDING eve", effi r~. 
and the moO: ftudi us inventions f 

02 
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annoyance, that pofTibly could be adopt­
rrl 0f execuled, we have hitherto found 
ourft~ves inadequate to retard the pro­
grefs ot the enemy's operations. Hiflory 
has partially recorded that cowardice 
generally charaClerizcd their conduCt; 
but here give me leave to do jullicc to 
our affailants, who have invariably, from 
the period of their firH labours, to lhe 
prefent forwardnefs of their approaches; 
Hle'wn a ma'nial fpirit, and undaunt.ed 
refolution. 

From eve to morn their heavy works go Oll, 

And threilt'ning b:dt'ries r i I~, 'm;Jfi. fhow'rs of 1110t; 
O~r Rock, like burning Mtna, red with flames, 
Whole vollies of ddhutrion vomits forth; 
While death, wit)' hOrrid grimace, hovers round 

'em, \ 
And fcenes of blood bdinear tl.eir operations, 
Strew'd o'er with mangled limbs, anti heaps of Oain, 
With ftedf,lll: valour, fix'd determinJ.tion, 

' T~ey labour anc' bring forward their J.dvances. 

I !hall endeavour in the [eries ofletters 
according to' my feeble abilities, ro give 
every lranfaltion, circumfiance. and e­
vent, during the liege, a true'tiefcrjp­
tion -and illufiration, to array martial 
merit in fuHefi fplendor, and to ~rown 
ach dHlinguiDled hero with defervins 

laurels. 
The 
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The enemy extended another branch 
of their approaches Iafi night, compO'- ... 
fed of facines and fand bags. We fired 
~ L 
in the courre of an hour three hunched 
rounds of {hot and fhells. This morn­
i'hg a [oldier defat d from the garrifon. 

2d. Our men of war's boats went 
roubd to the back of the Rock this fore­
noon, where they found the bodies of 
the [oldier miffing yefierday, and the [er-. 
jeant ,mentioned .3 1 fl of December lan, 
boch in a nlaltered ~ondiLion. It 15 af­
tonifhing. notwirhllanding the tremend­
ous inflances, [0 frequenlly exhibited • 

. they have not fufficient terro r, to pre­
vent men from endeavoJ.lrin~ to e[cape 
to the enemy. even if confcience was be­
reft of .feeling. and> the regard for king, 
country. relatives and friends obliviated, 
one would imagine the confideration of . 
felf. prc[ervation would alone dTeCl it. 

BLh. 'This morning at day-break, came 
in a defefter frorh the enemy: ,He· ·ays • 
.. That the Spanifh ~eneral has received 

~ an order to recall the working parrie~, 
in con[equence of a propofitio[}. lade t . 

the court of Great Britain , offix IDt i ns 
of money, and a fTee trade for the ga fi~ 
fan. There is not the grealefi reliance 

placed 
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placed upon his intelligence, but looked 
" . PPOll as a firatagcm of General Alva.rcz, 

to' gain more liberty in the execution of 
his further projeClions. 
, 11th. Wind E. A rrived the Salifbury 

privateer, from MinoJ;.Ca-A fa rge xebec, 
and fc, 'c ral gallies endeavoured to flip 
between her and the lan(l. C 

14th. The enemy appear to be in agi­
tation on the oppofite fide: Several fig­
naIs hung out from their watch t9wers, 
and their cruizers returning to the Bay . 

. We are in hopes that the Britifh fleet is 
within a few leagues . 

J 5th. "Vind N W. Paffed by about 
thirty fail qf neutrals, there being a th.ick· 
haze / could not p erceive whether they 
were ' !hips of force. r We [upPQfe the 
fignals made yeflerday, was occafioned by 
theIr app"ea~ance off the cban. ' 

GARRISON ORDER~. , 
Ratjon~ oE proviGons from Fe1iruary 12,_ 

to March "I I, 1781. ' ; 

.. Officers per month. 

Br, 'ad, 'twtnty-eight pounds; be~four ditto; 
por;, , jour ditto;' butter, ten ounces; oil, one 
pim; . cheeJe., pound and half; peaft, four , ints; 
" ' - . ' . beans, 



( 111 ) 

beans, {ou ditto; wheat, four ditto; rice, 
pound and hr;lf; rajfms, dltto; to be paid jlJr , 
beeffour pounds; oatmeal twelve pints . 

Men per week . 
.. ' 

.. Bread, fcven pounds; bee], one ditto; pork~ 
one ditto; butLer, tw fJ lJunces and fl half; oil, 
1 - 4Wt cif a pint; cheefe , fix ounces; peaJe, 
one pint; beans, one ditto; wheat , one ditto; 
rice,jix ounces; rajJin l,jix ounceJ. 1~obe paid 

/or, beef. one pound; oatmeal, three pints. 

• • • Horpipl per week . 
• 

Bread, Jeven pounds; beef, one ditlo; pork, 
one ditto; butter. two ounces and half; oil, 
1 - 4th of a fJint; cheeJe , ) lX runces; wheat, one 

pint; rice, twelve ounces; mjJil ,(eight ditto ; 
oatmeal.three pints; four, twelve ounces. To 
be paid fO,r, beej, one pound. 

• 

Soft bread the fir/l wuk, bifcuit ajtfrwards tt"1l . 
further orders. 

18th . . Wind {\rong E. About eleven 
I o'clock laR night, the Safi{bury got un­
~ . der fail :-None of the enemy's cruiaers 

were-out 00 account of the flij{ breeze. 
19th. . This ,at eroo~n . a brig' rived . 

from Minorca, in four cLays and a nalt 
.. , . . • with 
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with flour, wine, fugar, and (brandy: 
Two xebecs in vain firetched acrors, but 

,... cou1d not get near her, the wind blow­
~ng very fhong. She brings intelligence 
that the French have blockaded Minorca. 

21 fie Lafi night came in another 
hr.ig from Minorca-It mufi greatly cha; 
grin Admiral Barcello to view the {hip-: 
ping drop in fo providentially, ano he 
incapable of detaching his cruizers to 
,the eafl.-Very Hiff breezes have conti­
nued {ince the 18th inflant. 

27th. Lafl night<. a Genoefe brig, as. 
reported, with four hands, flipped over 
from Algaziras, having a few trifling ar­
ticles on board. The man ner of her 
coming, ':lnd the [maUne{s of her cargo, 
rather exci'te s a fufpicion. The Gover· 
nor, ever attentive to the prefervatiQn and 
fafety of the garrifon, and dubious of the · 

, legallity of the crew's intention, has or­
-dered a guan:t tq mount on board her 

... daily, until the affair is more thoroughly 
invefligat~d. ' .. 
. 28th. Lan night, under a "elY bri£k . 
fire the enemy threw up a great quanti­
tyof fa 11, upon fheir facine works. It 

-/ is fU!1Pofed their approaches are about 
twenty feet high. We this day direCled 

" . bus; 
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our fire to the wen entrance of the lines, 
as many covered Carts h'ave been obfcI'v.., 
ed palling th,ere. 

This month has finifhed without be­
ing pt'OduClive of the defired fucce[s; it 

· is to be hoped th'\,t the next will conduce 
to the gratification f)f our willies, in the 
ax"tirpation of our foes. 

I remain your dutiful Son . 

• • 
• LET· T E R X V 11. 

Gibraltar, March 5. 17 81. 

Hon. Father, • 

EXyE.RIMEN rs of every contrivance 
are now in agitation. Art and In­

genuity, which have been long employ· . 
ed for the prefervation and aefiruClion 
of mankind. are now fiudying their an­
nihilatiolJ. Quadrants. Spirit-levels, and 
infirumeots of various forms and ma­
chinery, adorn the batteries, for the 
more exaet and certain method of killing . 
Every oqe. fee os anxio·us to find ut the 
bfefi, qUlckefi, and furet\: methofi 0 dif. 

_ pa h, in the elevation ana deprellion of . 
, P our 
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the ordnance. I fuppofe in a feV: weeks 
~ore praClice, they will be fa expert in 

levelling a gun, that fhould a Spaniard 
raife his head c;lbove the * epaulement, 
it will be immediately fevered from his 
fhoulders! The gamefler, with ftedfaft 
eyes fixed on the caft of

c 
the dice, never" 

depended more on the gadders Fortun6, 
than the feveral anifls do for the fuccefs 
and approbation of their feveral inven-.-tIOns. 

r (' 

Now Eliott's her.()es, zealous ~o deftroy, 
A gainft the foe their Arts and Arms employ ~ 
Allur'd by hope, the Spanifu forts to gain, 
And drive thore num'rous legions from yon plain. 

Wind E.' '~afl: hight arrived a fettee 
from l\1inorca, with fundry ufeful articles 

. for the garrifon; the patron relales, '.:hat 
three rf~nch fri3ates are conllantly cruiz­
In.g off Lhe lolarbour to prevent fuccours 
gQing in or coming out of that place. 

7t~. This morning a Ii tle before the. 
new .guard eame to relieve the old 'Land­
port guard, a foIdier on duty there 
jumped ov~r the pflllifadoes near the 
gate, a ran off. ( The , feveral grards 

~ • fired 
* 0 _ 

' . A brean'\\1')rk rhade c~ earth thrown lip, or of gabioM .. 
£JIcIU~ , &:C. &~. 
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fired 1~143 mufquet fllo"t at him, befide 
.grape, b?t could not afcertain his being 
w()unded. He entered the Spanifh Hneu 
in triumph, yet there:: is not any doubt 
but he recei veei' feveral {hot. 

9th. Yefierday and this day, we: had 
feveral hours <Ktille ry praClice on he 
b.atterie& at the enemy's wo rks; -the ord­
nance was well direeted--much fucc:efs 
is promifed from the merit of -the reveral 
inflruments -under conlideration. T e 

-ene'my, witl. co-reat earneflnefs , pecame 
• • • 

fpeAdtors [rolp fOrls St. Phillipe and 
Barba!)r, as our guns only played upon 
the advance works of the iHhmus. 

G ARRI SON . ORDERS . 
• 

11th. "The. ratiolls q/ provifions from 
the 12th oj March to th f1 8th oj April. the} me 
as lajl n01.ltlt, except tha.t no wheat win be deli­
vered, but one pilt! oj peafe witl paidfor," • 

16th. Wi d E. Came in a polc;lcre 
and a Tartan, from Minorca, with wine 
~nd brandy-the ] t er received feveral 
Chot fr m one of the enem)(s gallies th~t 
~ dea oured to cut r off. - . 

The 'enemy on the 1 nd fide ~re very 
) p 2 • attentive 



( 116 ) 

attentive to their employ-we fiTo pretty 
hot upon them, as we are of opinion 

J'ley are mounting ordnance in 1 heir 
advanced works. Yefierdaya roidier de­
ferted from the gart iron. 

18th. Arrived a Tufcan polacre, and 
the Tartar cutter frofIl Minorca, with 
brandy and carravances--A xebec flood 
over from Ceuta, Gut too late to prevent 
their entrance. 

22d. Yef\erday evening, the Tufcan 
polacre failed on her pafTage to Lillian, 
but ther enemy 'took her in the night, 
and this morning carried ner into.,1\lga­
Zlras. 

26th. Came in a half-xebec, a pri:z;e, 
taken by on.e of th, Minorca pr~vatecrs. 
She fays the French frigates [0 clo[ely 
watch the ~ntrance into the harbour, that 
it is almofi impofIible for a veffel, c0!llin~ 

. i,n, or going out, to e[cape. 
29th. Lan. night, wind 'rVV' . . N. W. 

the Enterprize fl igate faileq. from hence, 
on 11er paffage to Minorca. The re-" , . 
peated intelligence of the French having 
blockaded lha pon, occafioned her de­
narture, ap~ 'we Ha,tter qurfelves, when 
ihe arrives there, our force will be equal 
to tbeir's, the Brilfiant and Minorca fri-

I , , • f\ "' .. 

.. gat 
, 1 

~ ~. 
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gates being already on that fiation-This 
forenoon a brig, half-bay over was taken 
by the enemy's cruizers; the crp.w, being " 
nine in number, efcaped in a boat---they' 
mention, .. Tha t the Britifh fleet had 
twice put to fea, but was forced to re­
turn, owing to u atj weather and comra­
ry winds ." They bruught fome poultry 
in t heir boat, which will affo rd (hem a 
prefent fupply---th e fowls fold for four 
<lollars each, equal to twelve !billings and. 
nj,ne-pence; pigeons , three dollars per 
couple, eq·uallO nine !billings and ieven­
pence; 'ducks, eight dollars four rials 
per couple, equallO O!1e pound fix {bil­
lings and fix-pence. Ev~ry fpeci es of 
provifion is fold at tn f~n:e r.a~e, and ' 
mofl. of the meat is quite rot~en, the ve­
~y frudl of it is fufficient for a m~al. 

I am, honor'd Father, 

~(feaionately yours. 
- - .L. 

LET T E R XVIII. 

Gibraltar, April 3d, 17 8 \ t ' 

f!on . Father, , . , THE g~rriron are noify with tuthultu: 
,' ) Q.us. JOY, occafioned bl the arriv.l} 

~ . - . of 
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of a cutter Ian: night from the Wefl, who 
brings the captivating and enlivening 

, intelligence of our fleet being on their 
paffage for the ' Mediuerranean. We 
fe m to be anorher people-the very at­
mofphere is changed-no depreffion ~f 
fpirits; every countenance is adorned 

, with fatisfaClory [miles-a foc ial gree{ing 
of friends and acquaintances, wi th over­
whelming extacy, accofi each other, 
" Dear friend, all our wants win £hartly 
be fupplied. It • • 

This morning two fi~e-lliips were reo: 
moved from Algaziras towards 'Cabritta-: 
point, intended by the enemy to run i~ . 
among our fleet: Three others are at 
Orange-G rQve, <and feveral ready in the 
rivers. We are rather apprehenfive of 
their being a great annoyance tt> our 
fhipping. . 

4th. ~JaH night failed th St;.Firmin 
floop, the Brilliant's tend , and a .rettee~ 
for Minorca. Two xehec immediate ': 
ly -put to fea in .purfnit ,Of them, with 
a fine breeze at Well.----The enemy , 
'are very bljfy on the oppofite fide, in. 
gettino their fire.{hips out of the. rivers : 

6th~ This eyening four armed boats, 
ompofed Qf.~ detachment of five en 

fro,ll\ 
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..from each'regiment, under the command 
of a naval officer, proceeded from the 

'New-mole, on an expedition, to cut out 
th~ two fire-fhips that lay at anchor un­
der Cabriha. It continued rainy and 
rJoudy till they had got within a mile of 
them, when, on i! fudden, the clouds 
difperfed, and Luna refleaed fo great a 
light, that they were under the neceffity 

(""" (jf returning without accomplifhing the 
bufinefs, the enemy having diLCovered · 

" t~oats;. and macJ.e a pofition of de- ' 
, fence. . -~. 

ation of provifions from April g, to 

May 6 .• 
• 

Officers per month . 
• 

Beef, three pounds four ounces; pork, four 
ditto, . hi ditto; butter, ten ounces; raifins, • 
thr!e P9lt ; eafe, two pints; Leans, Jour 

..... ditto; wheat, fou ditto; rice, one ditto; oz1, 
one ditto. ' . To be paidjor, bed, fi.ve pounds; 
P''''je, four pints; oatmeal, twelve dittn. 

Men per week. 
• 

Beef, thirteen lJU:nces; potk, eighl.een· ditto ; f 
·u.tlJr, twp ounces and. a half;. rajfins, twelve 

ounces' 
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OUnces; JJeaJe, half a fJint; beans, one ditto : 
wheat, orle ditto; rice, lour ditto; oil, }- 4th 
0./ a jint ;-7'0 be paid Jar, bee}; one pound 
and quarter; jJeaje, one' jJint; oapneal, tltrie 
ditto . . 

Hofpital pe' week. 
• 

Beej~ thirteen ounces; j)ork, eighteen ditto; 
butter, two ounces a?\d a half; Taifins, twelve 
ditto; bean l , one pint; wheat, one ditto; rice, 
eig ht ounces ; oil, · 1 - 4th of a fJint ;--. To be j:~.u"tj 

r ( C • 

jar, beej~ one pound (met quarter. 
r r • 

. B,-ead .iJJued to office!s and men 6~e .pound 
and a hall every two dOT" 

8th - Wind W. About eleven this 
~ foren'oon we difcovereq a [mall fail under 
. the Barbary {hore. About lWO o'clock, 

the enemy's [quadron weighed an'd Hood 
< for her, confifiing of one xe _~I)Se gal-
.ley, on~ cUlter, and fiftf~n large g\ln­
boats, mounting twenty-fix poun.ders. u:» 

Oll as th<!y had reached her, they open­
ed furrou fly, bOlh with round and grape 
{hot, which)llie as brifkly and heroically . 
returned· --broaufitle for broadfide con-

, til1ued ' until file got under cov~r of t-he 
iU~s, "when (he received repeated a 'd 

loud 
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a ' d battery at the Point, upon ou'r Hiip'­
ing; two frigates bOTe down upon them 

and played fo warmly, that the enemy 
. made to land. The bauery at .Sand.bay, 
a.nd the ifiand at Algaziras (mounted 
with forty-two pounders) endeavoured 
to annoy our £hipping, but to little pur­
pore, as morl: of their {hot fell wide.-' 
One illip has jufi dropt anchor. A call 
to~ arms prevents my furtber writing, th~ 
enemy have opened all their batta~ies "<X,n . 

the towLn ; confufion and . conllern:·tig 
are every where to . be feen! "'!'{\.. 'i' 

dear Father, I mull haGen to the alarm 
polL 

t , 

(' 

'* '* -If 

e . 

S)x o'clock in the Eveni~g. 
o 

The rreceIfary djfpofitions haviIl'g been 
Jfi'acle by the General, for the defence Q£ 
the' place, I ag~in re·a{fume the iubjecf. '\ 

( 
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on th~ feveral ~ranracHons of the dar": 
The few moments I h.ave unemployed 
from duty, I fhall endeavour, as far as 
the noire of rattling cannon and explod­
~ng £hells will permit , to give you a def· 
.cript ion. The Britifh fleet are fafe ar- ' 

• rived, with England's banners trium.­
phantly flying.- Admirals Darby, Digby, 

' and Rofs, are in the Bay, and the Spa­
niili batteries blazing pke a volcan-o.-T 
About a quarter belare twelve, the ene-

$
' ~o ened from their iorts, lines, .and 

w' dv' rreed worki upon the w.wn, with 
• and iliells; [Qm~ of them nearly 
ca~ into the New-mole; a feuee lying 
nearl- the Tanks , was funk by one, pro-
videntially the hands were faved. 1\c::­
~ounls ar~ j uft r~~e i v.d, that a Q1eU. 
which explod~d the Prince's-lintls wound­
ed an officer, and lore the ferieant's 
ha'nd off on duty there---.three men killed 
i 's-lines; one killed at South· 
port, by'f. piece of a {bell thac burfi j 

~iIIWIJIj~air. Several houfes are on fire---t 
~nemy . are endeavourin to burn the' 
tranfpons and merchant flJipping, but 
our men of-wa r keep cru',zing olf Europa. 
A {bell w ich enl<ered a houfe in South-. 
Pt0rt-fircet , in the xplofiori, ' blew aGe; 
. ~ ~ • • . . . noere 
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not! 'e woman out of the window, but 
fortunately {be did not receive any o­
ther damage than a brui fe by the fall, 
The inhabitants exhibit the mon impe­
tuous grief and apprehenfion, precipi­
tately retreatirtg to the foutnward of the 
~ock for {belter, crowding upon each 
other like flocks of {beep ciefiined for the 
flaughter-houfe, with dreud and ghaflly 
amazement piCtured on their counte­
nances. The Romans count their beads 
ahd. ·Norfhip their idols, and with a fer­
vency of devotiol1, [upplicate their 11. 01-
ten' deaf images for 'proteCtion and fafet) 

An i'nceffanl fire all night from :' 2I1C 
enemy's · works; {howers oJ fhot anti 
{hens as ,thick as hail- two foldiers, and 
C1- bc"yof a wine-houfe, not two minutes 
ago, were I killed by the burning of a 
fuell n'~ar South-port. The inhabitants 
~re terrified to the utmoR, and deHituce 
of e-/ery place of {belter. I canr:~1' ?:..-­
thentically learn the number 'al"cady fall­

_~ but in a town fituate like this, ; .. 
cannot be incor.fiderable. We retaliate 
wi:th equal warmth upon the foe, who 
~onfeq enlly are not exempt from a lliare 
·n the direful flaughtec. The town is 
. efertecl by aU but the ~Qldiery"who now 
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~re left to, commence merohan~o:;, wine-
men, butchers, baker, &.c. Here 
{hell blows off the roof of a wine houfe. 
the troops halle to partake of, ~he coo­
luming fpoil, reg-ardlefs of life OT limb.. 
they urink bri!kly round, ., DefhuCtiorr 
to '"'I. he enemy." He ,a are paJlties boiling.. 
baking, roafi,ing. frying, &c. Turkeys, 
duck~, geefe, and fowls, become the dj~t 

~ 
thofe , who forne clays ago wer.e eager-

ly foliciting a hard crua of brcad---Ever, • 
'.0- ~~y et, receives a ball or Oar, 0,-

.-' ri w:hd is is performed with an Uil-

. 1,; d calmnefs fcarce to be ere-
• Ited, ami fi,;t heavy five, difregarding 

" fuprcme jurifdiClion of the mighty 
(. ad of War. Thus they-roJ] jn plenty 
at the hazard of their lives, nor can the 
preeautiQns and vigil~oce of the offieus 
prevent [~em from profufely enjoying 

varie~ies of a town once BourifhinO' 
d people', ' br.i.1liant in comme£cial 

military affai s: From Water-port 
o t rt . hou[es are blazin • and 

ot battering down thofe that will not 
. rn. The element appears iIi a con­

gration, as if JEHOVAH had fummon-
the guilty. worl~ to appeal in his a -
p(e~ nee! darting his ngrY,thunder. 

bolts 
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bolts to. fend them to fwift defiruction, 
flafhing of guns, mortars, howitzers, and 
exploding fh~lls. One minute a {hot 
batters a ho~re about fou r ears, and the 
next a fhell drops at your feet; here you 
lie proflrate, waiting the mercy of the, 
explofion: If you e[e:ape unhurt, you are 

_-perfectly flunned, llnd almofl. fuflocated 
with an intollerable fl.ench of powder 
and compofition: On every band f1au-.sh­
tered objeCls lie before you, harrowing /-' 
upcthe tender feelings of th~ fOlr\q - (\-r- , 

lores an arm or l~g, apo~her elh thtoug , 
the body, a third h~s his he<fp 1h; 'hP.~, \ : 
and a fourth is blown to pi~c;:es, with th . .1 

burfiing of a fhell. Thus in a momc! . ~ 
do they launch into eternity, probably 
without time to utter the ejaculation : 
.. God be merciful 'to me." BloG'd, cries, 
groans, wounds and cont~fiol'\s, in ever 
part are to be [een and ltearcp---Ind 
gent parents lamentin.g · tlie' 1o,fs of fo . 
and women and chil~ren for hufba ... -
and fathers. Here we behOlo paHiorls 
unfeign~d, grief without mockery, an. 
diflrefs without a veil! 
, A detachment is ordered to march, t 

reinforce a part of the wor s confidered 
~oo weak < for a firong attack, or. ..to re ~ 

liev~ '~ 
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lieve another who have flood twenty~tour' 
hours facing an inveterate foe; probably 
before they reach the poft, my comrade 
falls by my fide, and wilh a tender regret 
&azes on me, while I pu{h forward to lhe ' 
battery or guard, and leave him LO groan 
out his Iaft accents, weltering in blood! 
My' acquaintance receives a wound, and 
'my beft of friends loofes the arm that 
was ever ready to cherifh and fllpply . • 

~c;.ymiT::lth0tic feeling mells my foul! I 
r-:- 1"". I . • ". 

dare n&f weep, but affuming the afpect 
, . 

f. 'It '-erot:ious favage, I trip it away mi-
:. nutely ef'F~ing nature's diIfolution.-
~angs, fufferings, and bleeding fpeCla­
des, with a military mail. is denied ope­
ration: Probably with a bofom over-­
loaded with the ·mc.">fi poignant grief and 
aq.guifh .. a heart pierced wilh excruci­
ating "woes, you fally forth to, meet the • 
daring, foe, YO.u receive a wou'nd-you 
. re left to bleed-the foe purfue -your 

. setac en( retreats - you filld Death 
bufy-the lamp of life faintly burns­
your 'friends are abfen ·-the foe {hews 
no tenderners-you fi h, "\, eep, groan. 
pray, be • imreat, and i~ the biuec ago-

. s 0 death implore Almighty ,God k> 

e- erciful to: a poor fInner-life hang 
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on a ,hair-the cordage 'cf -yonr ·hea:rt 
cf2laks, "tllld you dTOP ieto tan . unknown 
wo rld ,·where the [ecrees of all,hearts ·are 
diidofed. Your body, which once was 
oo!lly an aye-ei,ju, fafh ionable auire, is de-. 
1i'ed the J()r.m of ch dfl; an ·b\!1rial, rieh,aod 
poo r, ,Wii!10u t difc~imination, · are tum­
bled into a ho~e orciitch, a prey for worms 
and crawlin g i nfe8s. 

'A ' hufband is called uponJor duty, the 
erNice d emands hi s immediat orefe.ncc, -, 

'hor d a're' he n ay to take his fare 'ven, by 
imprintin g an affeCtionate ki[s; :hp i 
thundering Mars; envious of mis felicity, , 
raife5 · tl~e 'javelin -for de H rn<;ti on , and Ie- ( 
vds hi commifeFating pattner, while he 
is abk nt·; (no t fa ttts.fi ed with lopping off 
fo material a branch ' of happinef<: , but 

. extends his decifive commands .o ver d.eir 
tender offs.prin g . On .his return (0 fen # 
fibilit y) ' what a rava lBi ng fcene is pre-
£ nted to his view! ',let imagin ation con- . 
cei"e ; a ~vi[e that foo thed his very 'un '" 
eaJinefs, a nd fohened ehe , ,ri~our of" his 
tate, is alas! 110 more---His dean 'belo ed 
children tbat prattled with a thoufand 
i nocent and en<ragrng fmiles, and lifp­
ed for 11 their duteous accents, that te ~-

d 0 d if tpate the b rt corroding 
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bf life, and' prornifing to be a comfort in # 

his aged days, are now reduced to a life­
lefs lump of clay. Will not his heart 
break forth in, exclamation, "Oll! my 

. beloved wife---lIl)l damning /-J,-m). 77ty amiable 
1)olLy ; not Juffertd to j{ ijJ thofe '4).5 while warm. 
nor to jJrr:fs you to a bQ{om to which you was 
evej- dt'ar ." 

'~Thdt irlexprefTibJe anguifh mufl the 
performers feel in the trying fcene and .. 

..... tragi£al exhibitions, delineated with th 
moll dekriptive wretchednefs and rftifety. 

,~ _ 'fhis mlll l1 rno\' pity in every heart. if 
. not fl eeled- againH every humanizing 
I hprinciple, nor will imagination allow the 
, fUggefUOll , that tlJOfc W 0 refide at home, 

enjoying the delicioufnefs ot li tt , encom­
pa{fe~ with very. agreeable variely. an'd 
blef\ with fwee ts untafled. can refufe their . 
mite ~ither of coin or friendlliip. to the . 

, foldier who returns from the wars, to his 
native filOre, enobled with fears. and. 
le te'i-n fote. or amputated. members. 
the grand enfigns of martial honor. 
" 14th. The enemy continue the bam­
bardmen r. Many foldiers killed a d 
wounded: It is c omp~led they fir~ about 

ot a fh lIs e"ery twenty.fo,ur 
fa houfe a e blown to pieces 

R wi h 
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with the {hells, and others burnt down. 
This forenoon eleven gun-boats began a. 
fire upon our {hipping, and carried away 
th~ fore-top-marl of one of the men of 
war. There infeCt [warm of gun-boats, 
tontribute their quot.a t.o render our days 
and nights infinilely miferable " and a­
larming, feizing on our retired hours 
like nightly rob0CrS., who fill t.he mind 
with the mon agonizing apprehenfion, 
awakening us from the repo[e weaxied. 
nature requires, an~ before you can 
fcar~e open your eyes or enquire the 
caufe of the alarm, you behold horror 
flarin.g you in the face, or feel a precious 
li,mb miferably mangled, or baflily torn 
away. 

I How difirelling this! no place of fafe­
t. i! not one fpot, but thde furies claim­
ing,pile-eminence wilh the infernal pow­
e:r' : difcha rge volle"ys of lliocklng mifery. 
Overpowered with fatigue. you "mun 

. walch, for if you clofe your yt.~, ,uu ~ 
may probably awake in the arms of the 
.grim King of crrors . 

Whilt horrors are protiufrive from the war ? 
AI\d'intJeries the l110ft acute, are found: 
. lndband haftily torn from his wife, 
And innocenu bereft of their prote&l'$; 

I 
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Thetiq pf f-riend{hip in a ~wink1iDg hroke--· 
Where troubles were appeas'd, and forrows 100:, 
Where joys were iliar'd, and croffes were e?('-

chang 'd, -
Where pleafures were imparted, pains were e s d; . 
Where all the joys of [cnrimcnt and union, 
Connubial happinefs and focial blifs, 

. Upon the baGs of content rdided-----
• oak into atqms t; the angry God! 

ike to an earthqudke, when ,herjaws dQth qp J 
Whoie towns and cities fi. ... allow in an infrant! • 
Thus warriors for fame and glory figh t, 
An,n ro: their country forfeit each delight. 

• 
'5th. The fleet have ,nOt come ~ R 

anchor :yet; , the enemy's fire is kep.t up 
~ith grea fpirit, ·and ha clone confider­
able damage to the upper batteries---w . 
nre in return. It i dil1refG ng 10 hu­
manity to view the fitu ' ti n . of the in­
habitants, who have flee! from the town 
to feek. fhelter uport the heights of the. 
rock, wil.h only a thin piece of canvas 
o.r .fail doth to fcreen them from the 
fcorching heat by day, and excefIive dews 
at night'; not any couvenieucy of dreffing 
their diet. and the inexp reffible .anguifh 

'of iewioO' their houfe and property in 
flames: Many of them. in endeavouring 
to fcwe part of thei r cffe8:s, have loft 
their lives and o{her~ maimed. A 'Cor-

• po had I is llead Chot off as he was · 
• R !l calling 
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q.l!ingJiom a window to a IDC\n in ~he 
nr~et. A foldi~~ was fo ~~r~rably tqr'n 
by a lli ell , f~at he could nqt be known 
only by his drefs. A. 9~noefe youth, 
endow,ed with every grace a'nd amiable 
qualification, on the 'point 'of nuptial , 
celebration,. was unfouunate~y lr-pied, LO 
the irremovable grief of his enamqratto. 
A !hot killed two foldiers, 'one of whom 
was bru!hing his !hoes for guard. Our 

"people are afIiduoufly unloading the !hip'" 
ping,. : as the fleet is nOL intended to re­
main long here. ' ",Toe work day 'a'nd night . 

, to get the provifio~ ~arided; aue pa rty ( 
works from fun-rife to :fun-fet, and ano:. 
ther from fun-fet qll fun-rife. The town . 
is laid in acflate of defoladoll, the great­
en: part -butnt down to the ground. 
• 1 ca~i~bt, honor'd ather, omit pen­
ning an entertaining converfation I had 
'with a f~ldier- in Iri!h-town yefie.rday .. 
I met Jack * Care1ers in the fireet, Gng­
ing WIth , uncommon glee, notwhhfland- . ' 
iog the enemy were firing ,ith prodigi­
ous warmL.h, part of, the old fong, 

• "A flldier'~ l.ife- is a merry life, 
• u. From cqre and troubl~ fret." 



He-ran to me \ ith eagernefs, and pre., 
knting his bottle, cq(d, " D--n m~, ·f.l 
pon' lik.e fightin o : 1 d like t6 be ver, 
~anning the D 11S: Plenty of good li­
quor for carrying away---never wa the 
price fo cheap---fine fiuff---en ugh ~o, 

• make a mifer quit hi gold." Why J ck, 
fays I, what have you been ab ut? \Vith 
an ardl grin, he replied," hat w ute\. 
puzzle an Heathen philof; ph r, or ycar~ 
Iy almanack-maker to un fiddle; I fcarce 
knpw myfelf. I have been conflantly n 
foot an'tl watch, half narv'd, and-wilhoqt 
, I 

monei', facin~ a parcel of pitiful Sp ni .. 
~rds. ~ have been fighti Ilg, wheeling, 
m archirl CT , an'd cOl.lnter-marchin CT ; fome­
times with a firelock, tbe n a har dfpike, 
and now my bottle, oran indng it i the 
qir. I am fo pJeafed with the mel dyof 
great guns, that.l confider myf~lf. as a 
~oman General, g!ori<>ufiy fighting for. 
my' c~untry'~ honor an~ -liberty," 'A 

. {bell · th~n· hiOant bl,ltn. a pi c~ of whic~ 
knocked the bottle out of his hand; with · 
the grea~efl compo re, he "replied, hav-

•. ing firn graced it witn aI\ ~oath,·· hi 
i not any lor:. I -have 0 ll1d whole 
talk. 9Y good luck,', .' nd brough t . me to 
view his treafur~. , But Jack. fays 1: ~r 

you 



( 184 

you not thankful to' .God. [or yo~ pre­
fervation? ,. How do you mean, he an­
fwered, fine talking of God ' with 'a fol­
dier, whofe trape and occupation is . cat­
ting throats: Divjnit~ and [laughter 
found very well togethe.r, thef gingle like 
cl crack'd' bel~ in the hand of a noify try­
ter: Our King is anfwerible to God -[or . 

. us, I fight fo~ him; my religion confi!\) 
in a firelock, open touch-hole, good Hint. 
well rammed charge, and feventy rounds 
of powder and ball:' '[his is milita.ry 
creed. Come, .comrace, drink fuccefS! 
to the Britifil ,arms." On ,my aikiQP.' hi~ 
for a glafs he feemed furprifed, ~. Why. 
fays he, you may well know . there is 
not any but broken giaffes to· be had. 
but here is fomething that wi.ll do as 

. 'Well. and he took up a piece of a Chell, 
her is a cup fit for a monarch, thiS' was 
Dot purchafed with gold or friendlhip, 
but with the fireams of our countrymen's 

• bloOd." Having filled the piece of {hell, 
he ga\e it to me to drink. Come Jack 
{aid I, here js King George and vi ory! 
U A nd he that vould not drink the r. me. 
replied he. I'd give; hem an ounce of lead 
o pay Charon 10 ferry him over the ri­

ver Styx." I left him enjoyin he fpoil. 
a.ncJ, 



• 
- and r~a~y felt a fenfible pleafure in the . 

rec.911~aion. 

• 

, 

I am, honor'd Father, 

Yours affectionately . 
• 

GARRISON ORDERS 
If 

•• _Full all(}wrmce if beef and pork, five 
ounces of butter, quarler of a pint if ii, one 
pilli if pe.aje, one rditto kidney beans, two pints 
of wheat, twelve ounces if rajJins, to be flruetJ 
to-morrow. 

o 

• 
LETT. ER XIX . 

• 
. . 

Hon. Father ~ 

. THE enemy keep up a vigoJ;ous bom­
"-;-/ bardment upo us. Our town is 

:t!ploft lx!come a heap of uins, an~ 
what few houfes are left fianding, the 
walls are. fo {battered, that it is not fafe 

. t 0 into them. The inhabitants aN 
cp ilruding temporary fued , fome in 

tbci 
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tile gultie,s he tween Buena Vina 'ana 
. . Europa\ others on Windmill- iU, nbT is 

there fcarce any 'part of ~he R~ck out of 
r>ach ot the enemy s fire by land, bUll 

. wb<!t is cOvered over ' either with mar-, \ 
quees, tents, or huts. ~ The regiments, 
whore q uaTters in town' were deflroy d~ 
are now e'ncamped at the So'u, hward; a 
reinfo~cement o'f officers, and' men are 
every night ct cached to town~ exclullve 
of th t? daily 6uard~,,. as we ar~ herd in 
expe<Ration of a 'IJeedyo viGt from the 

e .; General E~iott is preparea to re­
'ceive them, with military polile~efs, . nOf 

has he fparingly provided for their re­
ception, ant exce lent tepafl of £he Is of 
differ nt ~zes ;-roul1

o
d and gl"ape £hot, 

' hand'* grenades, carcafes, &c. ar - rea­
dy to be fe.rved up at the lhortefl notice, 

. , for the entertainment of General Alva­
rez, and his heCtoring troops. 

Lan. night a man defertea from Prince's 
Line) were he was on guard. . 

~olh. .. his furenoqn arrived a £hip 
from the 'Vefl. Adm!ral Barcello i~ . -
ry quiet on the ·oppofile fide, nor has 

· he 
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he endeavoured to run in ~ny of the fire­
!hips among our fleet ." Oqr, l1\e~ of war 
contipue in motion, which very: n:tuch 
difcQn<terts the- ~ne$y, jn t~. pl~ 1S ' tbey . 

{ had ,apopt d for ~hei" ddlruCliqn. The 
· fireiliips whidl tay. at f CalHitta, are re­
moved .~o 1\lgaz~ra~, }jere lb~ . Sp~?.i~ 
fqba:dr9<{l have pa~i d clo~ :~nd~r , t e 
land: The fire frOIll their line . and n 0:' 
mu~ continues without i nt~rrIlidion, e~­
cepting frolI~ tw.elve to tv " o'Glm:K it 
noo,n, When . they t ather ~{lacken o' cool 
their evdnartc' at whkll ' ~me G<!netlal 
~liott takes the or.-port'unity f r l' e iag 
all the toWI ~.uards. 

21ft. Wind N. 1;, Thi 
Admiq.l Darby made .figl)~l r fail ;-~ 
fevera~ Vf!ffels got. under weigh. from Ro· 
fm, ·ind in the evening ~pe1' were a 1 ut 
of figllt: The Spanilh towers, as J.1r~al, • 
fpre d the alarm; the enemy~ difcharg~ 
their 'ordnan<;6 witn great fury, intima-

... ,ina that now our floating <=ames were 
"dep ned, they ha nothing ·t obqru~ 
~Qe exercife of their m~r nant rage. 
'i"bey have damaged our work in leverat 
parts. \fhich we as carefully rep,air "". 

the courfe of -the ight. We ~e ao,., 
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nqt" as yet, 10ft manr men in the execu-
tion of o~r operations. 

2Sd. The enemy continue their briflc. 
fire Q"n the garrifon, and this day Lieu­
tenant Cunnyngbam of the 39th r~gi­
ment was much wounded, it is imagined C 

by the faculty, it will prove mortal. Tbe 
fo\lowiJ,lg officers h~ve bef;!n wounded; 
{ince the enemy opened upon us : .. ' 

LieuteQant Boag, Royal ~rtqlery 
Enfig'h Martin, 39t1>, ~ 
Lieutenant Budworth, 7t2d, 
Surg~on ,Ghifholm) 5 QJh: 

And Su'rgeon's ' Mate Kruger, of TIe 
la Mott's Regimen.' They are aU' in a 
fair way of recove~y, except Surgeon' 
CttHh91m, who ~as had ~ leg ampu'ta!ed. 

This day a ' thiTteen-inch {bell fired 
(rom (he en!!my's wo'rks, dtopped in the' 
King's ~a{\ion , and'wounded [even ruen; 
three of them in a very bad condition­
Q'ur'batterits are'rather remifs in return­
i~g the fire, referving tbe ammunition 
for other purpofes. 

'~7t~, Wind E
I
, Arrived from Mf­

norea, -the Brilliant, Porcupibe .. Enter~ 
prize and Minorca frigate" two fma . 
~becs prizes, and fixteen fail of Tarla s. 

~nd 
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and fe~tees" with a ~UPPlY of wine, .bir­
euie, * caravances, c. for government 
account. Admiral arcello. no doubt, 
was d fperately enTaged at the arrival of 
this, unexpected convoy: After having 
loafed his fails and made ever appear-
ance ' of putti to fea. he fired a gun. 
which was anfwered at Ceuta, as a fignal 
tor them to keep a more {harp look out 
to the Eafiward-his fails were then nim­
bly furled again. ' . 

II 

·Came ill two deferters from the ene ... 
my's Walloon gdards. They 6ring the 
intelligence -that the Spaniards are ex­
peditioufly geldng in readinefs fcaling 
ladders, and all nece1fary equipments 
for an attack, and tpat i a few months 
we may depend upon bHng vigoroufiy 
fiQrmed both by land and rea. This is 
loo~ed upon as contemptible prefump­
tion, for ritons! whilfi led on by Vete­
ran chief: , ~nd gallant heroes, will ever 
defendtbefe nvied battlements and walls 
from pain 's appr aches. and compel­
them to return a r all their pomp and 

-. parade amidft difgufi ~d di£ ppoint­
ment of the defired glory. The enemy's 

• Sa' gun 
• 
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gun and mor'tar bats came ove · taft 
night, and 'fired u n the inhabitants 
tetrl alS., and troop encampments; on 
t IYi$ 'occanan a foIdiet's wife was · killed. 
31 t the' as 'Jtrafii1 ' drefHn g herINf in the 
tent'. 'ih 'ortieT to 'reek ' [orne place of re- f 

fJge4 ~6dle o'thers'were flit htl wounaea. 
~ Thi.s morning t~ere being a calm fea, 

he: tun laha mor,rar boats gave 'us a ret­
ty1hHtt Erre: The garrifon and illipping 
keFt up a briik cannonade up~n them, 
out unf<&rcunately they killeu 'onefoldier. 
and ~C1unded fix others of different re-

e 
gimelu's. They fired between tw and 
dire~ hundted rounds. ' , , 
, 1\.t ten o'clo.ck ' this fo'renoon, a party 

. a~em,blec1 at · f'he lower extremity of the 
Old Mole·hea . or Devil''S ' Tongue) to 
ia~e an . experiment 0 reaching the 

Syarilfil camp. from two ' fea mo ' tC\1'S 
plarlted there The firfl: £hell we threw 
fell ~ 'ithit a few yards of tbe ·Eafi aQgle 
bf thei r grand magazine, which feemed 
b fill the ~h~tny ,(lith confiernation, not 
ina ihi 19 it as praClicable to have a 

n yed them In that p rt from the garri- .­
fon, the di nce bel 0' 3056 ·yards. -e 
tlirew feveral, whic~ feU in different-parts 
of ti, . encampment--one burn in he,. 



• 
au a bout half way. ' the ypli n t~rs of w hiih 
were Ieen to fa1l near he thore, above 
the battery, nowcal1~d tlte BJaclc·battery, 
on' the Tight of St. Phillipe. It is re­
~orted. -the intention of "his is. to con­
",inee tbe 'enemy, that we f'ball be able 
to i~pay tb'e comp . meflt upon theit en­
campment, whenever their · boats vifit 
OllIlS ... 

The fouthward heights of the garrifon 
were line-d with a number of .the inha- " 
,bi tants, wpo willingly became fpe8jtors 
(put of lbe->£e-ach.of danger) of the expe- _. 
rimental ~xhibition, impatiently waiting 
the difcharge '; but when they percrived 
the !hell fall upon the SpanHh 1 nd, ~hey 
repeatedly gave loud acdamalions, hap~ 
py in their minds that we had fourtd out 
a mea s'of ~nt1oying the enemy's can:1p. 

29th . 'Wind E. Lan night failed the 
Ell terprize and I\1inorca· frigate~ fot Eng­
land. with fev ral other {hip under con­
voy: The enemy have not de ached any 

, 9f their lhipping from Algaziras. 1n 
"purfuit of them, A: firynal 'W¥ o~f~rved 
'thl's mornino on the tower, ar Cabritra. 
which we imagined w~ inteuded to a­
larm the· cruizers at Cadiz. Admiral • 
B ell<> feems lefs attenti e in watching 

• • the 
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the port, as verr few of his C[uizers at 
out. From the, land fide we are plenti­
fully f';lpplied ~iy:h {hot a~d {hells; their 
battenes conttnue . ,ragmg nearly . the 
whole twen:t~- fQur hou.rs .of ~ach day(: 
The r enemy are profufely liberal, and., 
with an unexampled gep routy repay t11'e 
cannonade. 

o 

Yours, &te. 

LETTER 
<-xx. 

Gibraltar, May ljl, 781 . 

Hon, Father, 
.. 

A MIDS r the clamour of war, {hells 
burning, {hot fiying, and~ houfes 

, burning, a continual fcene of fulpher, 
fmoke, .and fire; whenever I have any I 

.. hours unemployed' from duty, I dedicate 
them to your fervice: Death flares me 
in the f~ce every minute, and therefore 
wha.t I wrile you may look upon as t e ' 
lincere fentiments of my heart. The 
theels of the town are like a defart, and 
almofi every houfe burnt, or torn with 

• fl\OJ; and fuell's: In tome parts the ot 
~nd 



an.d brQk~n pie~es of iliells . are fo ~hjck. 
thC\ in .walking your feet does n~t touch 
the grQund. The ene~y have kept up 
~ fire thefe twenty days pafl, and it is 
believed before they c~ur ir~ will 
b bllfily employed. . The enemy's gun 
<l;nq mortar boats are fidng from the Bay; 
a fh~ll wltich now burn forced me to run 
with my papers in my hand, to avoid 

,. danger-The groans of one in mifery 
has reached. my . ~~~-l mun hafle to his (I 

'-:filifian<:e.· On II)y. ' oing to the ~ther 
fide of a . ~,aver~6, I f~~n~ a foldier w.ith 
both leg~ bro~e ~ by a pie~e of the {hell 

.. ~lich o~ca[lOned my retreat I-a mifera­
bl~ fpeC1ac1.e. T~e gun boat ar~ gone, 
!:laving fir~~ abo~t three' hundred '~04nds 
at the (o.u~h'V"rd . • I don't hear of an.y 
particular damage done. 
, 5~h. · 1:'9is foren?on a foldier was ex .. 
ecuted for plunder. at the place where • 
il;te fc)(~t was committed. with a label up­
on hi breafi denpting the fc:me. He 

. "Was left han~ing till fun-fet. • 
... • I 1 

. 8th. T~e gun ~nd mortar boats paid 
us a gene.ral falute; ' the ' garrifon and 
{hippin~ mad.e a retum :,-. happily not 
of damage w s done .• 
• 1 atb. T~is 'day the enemy made a 

• • , I • #. • filameml 



a~etul rea atta'ck: aft~r near tWo h-olu, 
difcharge of tlieir ordnance, -they. bi­
umphantly ret tea' eq to [pread ·dieir gteat 
ex;ploits and ]:>gld atchievements · along 
-their .e0afi, wHli~lt havi~gl tbrown a 
lliot 011' Olore. We ~imagine tnat thiY' 
mull have fufferecf confiderably 9~ ' the, 
8th from our fire . . I, 

13th . . . The gllo and mo.-tat' boats la{\ 
cl1ight again dHhirbed us with their iii:· 
ing, In.~t ,onlf damaged )a few buts in 'our 
~nc~lP,pm~.n t . . ' There no8urnal expe~i~ , 
tions are of great'i ri9yadce tb t~e gar~ 
rHi>n, as the ~4(Y o(the '[oldiery . . vety 
fatiguing, being.conftanrh on ' foot £Of' [1'"", 
or !feven days .and nights together, a "d 

~ , 

probably. ' when it comes to their tur~ 
to have a nigbt tb refi.in, thefe .common 
difiurbets make their appearance. It is . 

• really lamentable 'that we cannot ado~ 
a means of defiroying them. 

20th. Lan night a man was difcover-­
eel advancing in flow fiq> towards the 
garrifon, on the road leading from Bay: 
Gde o ' laildpotf\ but when he · came 
ptetty near the advanced guard, h ctaw}. .. 
ed upon his hands and knce$; H ~ 
verlan ferjeant on dUty t 

~ im before he !De a 



. 
upon which he made a retreat. Lieu .. 
tenan~ Witham of tbe 5~hh regiment, 

• i~mediately made ti} fally, apd being 
pretty ,nimble. foon c'ame u with him, 
butJufi ,a:s he was g rna . a blow, 

· lte unfot;tunately fe into a {be hole. 
which gave the othc time to pufh thro' ~ 
Bay-fide. A gold Itlced h~t was piCKed 
up oli the road, wHich make us ima~ 

. gine that he "f~ officer in the ene~ 
. n)y's fervice, wqo~ had come to view d~d 

Ituatioo .. of the ~e, and how far> a de .. 
tachment migbt advance in the night 

· before they would. be difcovered. Our 
u rds ill the line~ fired pretty brHkIy, 

was very near killing our own oBi .. 
cer. ,. 
. !J6th. The. gpn and mortar boats 

- cam~ over .laft night, and gave-the camp 
a veryobri& falute. Several peopl~ were 
killed and w unded. . The .New-moJ.e~ .. 
Parron' Lod ,e. Buena Vifia, and South 
Bafiion, fired remarkably warm upon 

· them. but could not make dtem delifi j , 
lVhen thei ammunition was all expend-
ed they then took their leave. A ihell 
!1o,1D the Mill-tower 2auery. fell into a 
hQufe at the back. of SQuth-fhed Guard, 
bl.which a cpild w killed, and a 
• , . T 
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and two women wounded :-Tne man is 
in' fo ' dange ous a way,. that his ~ife is 
difpa~~ed of. I Cel not clo~e this ac­
count witho cinfot ing you, that t~e . 
mother <;>L. e aD ild was 'killed on~ 
the" 28th of ApriH b}.j he fir~ oftlie gun c 

boats, and that the hufuand is almofi 
ditconfola le fo'r their 1 fs . . 

, , 
~9th. ' This day' t\ 0 {; len were ex" 

eC?fed 'a.t the WhIte Co fit for plun-
de .. , ·"fhe town guards, order of the 
Governbr: marched pafl; while lh~y wer~ 
hanging. I • , 

3Ut'~, , This d~y anothe~ foidier was 
exec ea foF the fame crime. The G .... .1 

ne~l >is a very humane man, but canno ' It 
, ovcrlo~k fo great · an infringement of 

martial law. It is am zing that meb 

filc>uld [r.0rt away their exifiance for 111 
gratification of theIr fenfual appettres, 
as t e crimes" for 'w~ich they all [uffered. 
was for plundering the King' Hores of 
pro\'ifion andliquor. 1 hq~ that there 
examples :"nl be fu,fncicnt to deter the 
u h' k!t1g part from committing the 
fa e as, 

~ m's fire is not fo brifk .as 
r{\ t theY are Fretty ode dr . g 

but at . ni~ p~ay ery freely: 




