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AN

ADDRESS

TO THE

PROPRIETORS

01 THL

EasT InpDIa STOCK

HE 14 Bleon of the India Direc-

tors drew man, unjuft auacks on my
charatter; and 1t s prokable, T may

be cenfured by fomey for having fuffered
Tuch reports as were fpread agamft me dur-
ing the conteft to have remained fo long
unanfwered 3 but  knowing, that cven the
authors of them scould ‘not themfelves be-
heve them; and confoous to mofelf, that
every part of my conduét, ir the greac fhare 1
had in the management of the Company’s af-
fairs, would bear the moft rigid furutiny, and
the more krown be the moare approved ; T held
B theth
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them in too much contgmpt o ment any an-
fwer. Buat as I find the unjuft attack on miy
chrfyacter has been follow ed by an attack on
my fortune, atyL mfinuations thiown out to
juftify thefe proccedings, vern injunious to my
‘honour, I reluétantly fubmut to vindicate my-e
felf, and muft rdv upon the candour of the
Proprietors, nor to impute 1t to oftentatious
vanity, if in fpeshing of my{dl I do aver, that
T faunded all my a@ions m thar fuvice on
honotrable motives.

To ftatc this clearlv, T aiy obliged to go
back to that period when cominoicg was the
Companv’s fole obie€l. The it prinaiple on
which the Companv’s feulements were ofla-
blithed, was intitely commeraal.  The Mogul
governmicnt had, duriny the long and wife ad-
miniftration of Aureng2 be, tahen fuch® deep
root, that th¢ many pations which formed the
empire of Indoftan were fuly). zated to the Mo-
gul in various forims; fome of them tnbutary
and hereditary, and others governed bv Na-
bobs, or Vicerows, under the immediate ap-
pointmer.t of the Emperors.

Such



[ 3]

Such was the ftate oPithe empire when the
Englith ferrtled in India; and, in she reign of
Furruckfeer, they, obtained phirmunds, or
roval grants, for eftablithingrghemfclves in
Bengal, Madrafs, and Surats with privilege of
trading dury-fice; anhd a grant of a certain
difhict of land to fetdde upon, and liberty to
fortify and govern themftlies by their own
laws. But as the Lnghth faw no violence to
be apprehended from a people who had a juft
idea of commerceg and a government at that
time well adminiftered, they built with very
firtle view ofgeffnce, and carried on theit trade
tree from oppreffion.

The governars of the diftant provinces difco-
vering the weaknefs to which the power of the
Empc\o.r was reduced by the invafion of Nadir
Shah, were no longer reftrained by fear; each af-
fumed and exerciied fovereign authority over his
province, and Jooked on his government as an
heritage to his famuly.  Scarce any more of the
annual fums, before paid by them to the Mo-
gul, were fent to court; and, to maintain
thermfelves in their fovereignty, they levied
forces far beyond -what the ordinary revenues

Ba would
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would maintain : Frgm hence oppreffions be-
came necflary, and, in their turn, the Eu-
Ppears werc opprefled, not only in their trade,
but large f extorted from them by vio-
Jence.  Monf. Dypleix, the Governor of Pon-
dicherry, was the firft who took the alarm, and
was the firft who difcovered the fuperiority of
European difcspline, and from hence was led
into the dca of acquiring a territorial fovereign-
ty in India.

It is probable, he at firft extended his views
80 farther than a dulri@®@ rqund Pondicherry ;
but when once engaged in the_pglitics of the
country, his fuccetles o far furpaffed his ex-
peétation, and opened fuch a fcene of power
to him, that he difdained the narrow limits hg
might at firt prefcribe to humfelf; and no
doubt but they were cnlarged, not dnly to
the conqueft of the Carnanc, but to the ex-
tirpation of all other Europtan nations, and even
to the reduction of the whole Mogul empire,
and to make 1t a dependant ftate on the crown
of France.

The Englith beheld his progrefs with afto-
pifhment, but were not rolzed to action. till

thiy
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they found themfelves on the foint of being
fwallowed up by the French power. Forced
to it, they with reluctance, in 1750, undertook
the fupport of Mabonted Ally againfi Cirifda
Saheb, under whofe name the ¥rench carried
on their ambitious projects,

It is not my iatention to enter ineo' = mi-
nute detail of that long war, maintained on
our fide againft a conftant fuperiority of nume
bers, at the expence of the lives of many
thoufands of brave men, and at the rifque of
near a million ftegling of the Company’s pro-
perty; 1 ﬂ’::ﬂ)jy obferve, that from our
fuccefles, the,d#bob’s fituation was fo different
at the end of the year 1753, from what it was
in 1750, at which time the fingle city of
Trichinopsly was the only part of his do-
minions that remained unconguered by the
French,. that in 1743 he had recovered, and
was matter of, slmoft the whole Carnatic; and
at that time the French refources feemed nearly
exhanfted.

The French Company, clated at the fic-
cefs which attended Monf. Dupleix in'the come
mencemnent of the war. at firft faintly approved

B3 his
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his meafures ;obut the oppofition of the other
European powcrs, thee unforefcen events of
war, and ghe deviating fo widely from their
natuse objcct of commerce, rendering the
event very ungertain, there was nothing could
fix their faith™ the rectitude of thofe mea-
fures, but fuccefles that might attend them,
and a hapyy petiod to the war, which Monf.
Dupleix promufed them in cvery letter. Bur,
inftead of thefe fuccefles, they faw the coun-
tries, of which they expefted the revenucs
would be their reward, i the hands of their
enenues, and their ftock kmuﬁmg in the
fupport of an uncertain wake vhich ruined
their trade, and the manufa@ories of the coun-
try, tram which thev had before reaped advan-
tages fuitable to their eftabldhment,

The war appesred in the fame light to the
Englith Company, and therefoie both ‘agreed
on a neutrality for the Carpatic, till means
fhould be found to put an ¢nd to that and all
future wars by negociations at home.  But as
it regarded the Carnatic only, it did not check
the progrefs of the French arms in the Decan,
the Soubah of which had ceded to thein Maffu-

lipatan,
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lipatan, and four provinces, whigh yiclded them
a revenue of 400,000 L flerling a year. Nordid
there appear any check to their )umgrcfs 0
that countiy . the Fiench gave law, b their
influence over the Soubah, to country as cX-
tenfive and populous as Francg:.4and by a pru-
dent management of what I}J; had {o acquired,
o1 by increafe of domunon, it was in thejr power
even then to have laid a toundation on which M,
Duoplax’s great 1leas of conqueft nnght‘haw
been icalized. And altho’ the French Company

themfels o thould bave clofen to adhere to their

commerciyl interdtts, Duplax’s projects fuired

too well with jhiat fpiric of conqueft which
prevails in the French cout, to be negleéted ;
and upon the breaking out of the war it is
1cafonable to conclude, from the forees fent
out urder General Laily, that they adopted
them im therr utmoft, extent.  Our fertlements
were but a fecondary objelt ;3 thar forees were
fo formidable, that hey, with great probabi-
liy, imagined themn a triffing obflacle, (which
furmounted) Cape Comeiin and the Ganges
might have been the boundaiics of their do-
minions. The fpiricd cforts of Mr. Pocock

B4 could
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could not prevdnt their landing thelr army ;
Bt. Davids fell; no obftacle but Fort St
George remained to the accomplithment of
theit™TPher conquefts. Hee they met with
a refiftance fuiteble to the importance of the
objedt ; and I af™perfuaded, that Meflrs. Pi-
gott, Laurence, Draper, and many other gen-
tlemen of the garrifon, would have heen buried
under its ruins, fooner than have furrendered
the place.
The fiege was raifed, their army reduced,
and misfortunes prefled them pn every fide,
Prior to the ficge of Madifs, they had loft
all their fettlements in Bengal hundred
Europeans, fent under Col. Ford into the De-
can, by the great fuccefs of that gallant officer,
put a period to thehh cxpectations in that
country. The reduion of Mafulipatan, the
four northern provinces, and the makitg 31l the
French army there prifoners,. greatly contri-
buted to our fuccefs at Fort St. George, as it
diverted great part of the French forces, who
otherwife would have been called to the fiege
of Madrafs, and deprived them of fupplies of
money and provifions., And finally, as Col.
Ford’s
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Ford’s expedition obliged the? French to fend
from the coaft 500 men for the relief of Mafu-
lipatan, of whom very few returnad to Pondi-
cherry, the Frengh were reduced tm;:on
the defenfive anly, and were greatly diftrefied
for money and pravifions, which Fort St. George
was plentifully fupplied with from Bengal. Un-
der thefe circumftances the fall of Pondicherry
clofed the fcene of all their glory, and left them
not a foot of land in India.

Thus have I traced, from its commencement,
the progrefs andfiffuc of a war, begun on prin-
ciples of I;r;h ambition, but happily ter~
minated hy sHe greateft efforts of valour and
good condut on the part of the Englith. I
fiatter myfelf, that every Proprictor muft re-
ceive infinite pleafure in the refle@ion, that
they will foon reap the benefit of thele grest
and .glorious fuccefles, now fecured to them by
the XIth article of the definitive treaty. Al-
though there are fome geographical errors,
fuch as making the Soubah of Bengal’s domii-
nions extend near 200 miles more than they
gdo, to Yanam, and making that place the
northern jnftead of the fouthern part of the cosft

-of



[ 10 ]

of Onxa: the acknowledging Salabad Jing
tawful Soubah of the Decan, and Mahomed Ally
Can lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, had bet-
ter hgve been“omitted for feveral rcafons, and
may be productive of difputesNercafter between
the two Companics : yet, upon the whole, the
article is very advaﬂ'\g' cous to the Euft Indwa
Company.

As my coppofition originally arofc from the
defeéts in the Preliminary Articles, (in which
the intere® of the Eaft India Company ap-
peared to me to be much expored) it affords
me a very particular pleafure b think that 1
have been any ways inftrumenta
ment of that article relative to theCompany.
Of the part T alted in it, Mi. Wood himiclf
bore teftimony in the general court : and tho’
it had but little “mght at that time, yet I per-
faade nmyfelf, that when the voice of clamaur
ctafes, that, Lke every other part of my cunduct
towards the Company, will e found to have
fprang from the warmeft zeal for their honour
and intereft.

As o myfelf, I can with truth affirm, that
the princifizl motive that induced me to offer

myfelf
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myfclf a candidate for the Ingia Direétion, wa:
the intereft of the Eaft India Company ; dnc
my reafons for efpoufing the ufe of Mr
Rous, arofe from a conviftion o?hwgrm'
Contrary to my expectation, my opponents
the very men who had fo often concurred ir
giv 1ng me the moft pubfic teftimonies of theis
fenfe of my fervices, were the men that oppofed
my coming into the Dire@ion. Better verled
in fuch bufinefs than myfelf, they prcvailcd“in
this difpute, and every fpecies of calumny was
made ufe of that malice could invent ; and
the firft fiep Zy opponents took, after the
clcétion, was {o order their forvants abroad to
flop the rents of my cftare in the Faft Indids,
which they themfelves had regularly paid me
for feveral years, without objeétion. = ‘Their
motives for taking fuch a ftep at fuch a time
are too obvious to be infifted upon.

Anonymous letters in the public papers were
the channel my encmics chofe for théfe dil-
honourable reflettions, which not one afmongft
them would have dared to have fer chelt
pames to,

T ‘have
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I have colle@ted, from the heap of abfurdi-
tiey publifhed on that occafion in the Gazet-
teer of the 12% of April, 1763, the following
anticles. ,

gft. That I had refufed to anfwer certain in-
quiries refpecting thediftribution of the Na-
bob’s treafure.

sdly. That I had done injuftice (o the rela-
tions of the unhappy fufferers in the Black
Hole, by with-holding from them the fums
fiipulated by treaty for their indemnification.

gdly. That having depofed {the Nabob, I
entered the treafury, and diﬁrib\\){:‘h; wealth
serording to the pleafure of thofuintrufted
with the Company’s authority, leaving the
Nabob deftitute, and neceffitated to borrow
money of the Company for his neceflary ex-
pences ; by all which the Company may here.
afeer become refponfible to the Mogul.

‘qzhly. That no fervant of the Company
fhall remit money home but by their cath,
which onder I broke through, by remitting
large fums by the Dutch cath.

gthly., That 1 was guilty of a breach of
truft, by fuppying a Portugucfe fhig~ bound

Som
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from Bengal to Lifbon, with goods and money,
to the great detriment of the Confpany.

6thly. That L have no right te an annual
revenue of 27,000/ a year, given me by the
Nabob, which muft be fupported and main-
tained at the Company's expence,

The firft of thefe articles does not explain
what the inquirics were I had refufed to an-
fwer; 1 therefore do not clearly underftand
what the tendency of fuch inquiries were. If
they had any gflation to the monics received
from the Nabco by the Company, the treaties
entered isgaith the Nabob by the Admirals
Watfon and Pocock, the Prefident of Fort
William and myfelf, in confequence of which
the Company reccived near a million and au
half fterling, will account for that proportion,
to which the Company can lay any claim. This
however does not feem to be the matter al-
luded to, but fomething refpeting niyfelf,
or the fortune I acquired in the Compa<
ny’s fervice. It is well known, that I was not.
in England at the time the general court was
held relatipg to the diltributipn of the Nabob's

treafuse,
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treafure, and, could not poffibly give anv an-
fwer to inquirics on that fubject; but if there
was any foundarion for fuch Mquiries, the Di-
re¢tors were wanting in their duty to the Com-
pany, in not making them after my return:
and it will appear, that the Direors, under
their own hands, approved of the donations
beftowed by the Nabob on individuals for
their fervices. But however, as the negle@ of
the Direftors, if that was the cafe, in not
calling mc to account, can by \o means farc-
tify my actions, it is ncgcﬂ‘a.ry\ that I give
the beft fatisfaction I am able rel*rive to this
matter.

I was appointed, by the gentlemen of Fort Sr.
George, commander in chief of the troops fent
for the recovery of the Companv’s fetrlements
in Bengal, on board the fleet commanded by
Admiral Watfon. On our arrival in the Gan-
ges, we found the unhappy remains of 2 once
flourithing colony on board a few merchants
fhips in that river. We linded, drove the
enemy from Fort William, and put the Com.

pany’s Governor end Councl in  welieflion.
The
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The Nagbob then came down with gn army of
fixty or feventy thoufand men, and a heavy train
of artillerv, fluthed?by his lare fucceffes againft
the Englith. The King's and Company's forees,
confifting of a battalion of 450 men, a batta-
lion of Scapoys, and a body of failors from the
fquadron, attacked the Nabob in his- camp,
and defeated him.  YWe then made a treaty
with him, by which fic engaged to reftore all
the cffeéts he hadfraken. In confequence of
which, the Governor and Council recovered in
groads and money to a large amount.

War being declared againft France, we
took Chandernazote; and having  convine-
ing proofc, that the Nabob’s firm intention
was to extirpate the Lnglith, as foon as the
troops and fquadion left the niver, we entered
into an alliance with Meer Jafficr Ally Cawn,
a general officer i the Nabol's fervice, and
near relation to the Nabob; and according-
ly a treaty # was concluded Letween us, the

chief

A copy of which msy be feen ‘in e Appendir,
No. z.
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chief object of which was, on the part of
our ally, a\full fatisfaction to the Company
and all the inhabitants, fogghe loffes they had
fuftained by the capture of Fort Williarh, and
other faGtories which the Nabob had plun:
dered, with gronts of lands and privileges 3
and, onthe éompany’s part, to place and fup-
port him in the government of the three pro:
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, 89d Orixa.

Every thing being agrec\ on between Meef
Juffier and the freret commigtee, we marched
the army to mect the Nabob, whom we intire-
ly defeated. His death followed foon after;
and Meer Jafhier was, in a few days, in pol-
feffion of the government, and a revenue of
three millions and a half fterling per annum.

The ont half of the fetret committee being
then prefent at the capital, and a report° made
by the Nabob's miniflers of the flate of the
treafury, it was fettled, that half the fum fti-
pulated by meaty fhould be paid in three
months, and the other half in three years, all
conditionally, that we fupported him in the gos
Yeaments

The
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The Nubob then, agreeable to the known
and ufual cuftom of eaftern princes, gmade pre-
fents, both to thofe of his own court, and to
fuch of the Englith, who by their rank and
abilicies had been inftrumenial in the happy

fuccefs of fo hazardous an enterprize, fuitable
to the rank and dignity of :x’gﬁ.\&n dince. I
Ainy who benefted by
his favour : I never fplight to conceal it, but
my letters to the fecret
ia DircCtors, that the Na-
bol’s generofity had made my fortune cafy,
and that the Company’s welfare was now my
ouly motive for flaying in India. What in-
jultice was this to the Company * They could

was onc amougft the

declared publicly,
committee of the I

expedt no more than what was ffipulated in the
treaty. Or what injunétion was I under to re-
fufe a prefent from him who had the power
to make me one, as the reward of honoutable
fervices > 1 know of none. 1 had furely my-
fclf a particular claim, by having devoted my’-
folf to the Company’s military fervice, and
negle&ed all commercial advantages. What
reafon then can be gwcn, of "what pretence
could the Company have to exped, that I,
c after
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after baving nilqued mv life fo often in their
fervice, thould deny my felf the only honourable
opportunit® that ever offered of acquiring a
fortune, without prejudicewo them, who, it is
evident, would not have had more for my
having had lefs. When the Company had ac-
quired a mipkirf':nd an half fterling, and a re-
venue __gfaéar loo,o\st. per annum, from the
fuccefs of their forcex under my command ;
when ample reftoration Iyd been made to thofe
whofe fortuncs fuffered by\the calamity of Cal-
cutta; and when individuds hed, in confe-
quence of that fuccefs, acquired large eftates;
what would the world have faid, had I come
home, and refted upon the generofity of the
prefent Court of Dire@ors ?

It is well known o every gentleman in Ben-
gal, that the honour of my country, and the
intereft of the Company were the principles
that govcmcd all my a&ions: and that had I
only taken the advantageous opportunities that
prefented themfelves, by my being commander
in chief, and at the head of a victorious ar-
my, and what by the cuftom of that country
I was intitlcd 1o, the Jaghire itfelf, great gs it

fs,
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js, would have Leen an obje@ fearce worth
my confideration.

The city of Mawadavad is as extenfive, po-
pulous, and r:ch as the city of London; with
this difference, that therc are individuals in
the firft poflefling infinitely »ptegter projerty
than any in the lalt cityy/ Thefe,
perty, mide me the
greateft offers, (whigh neverthelels are ufual
upon fuch occafionsf and what ther expetted
would have been réquired) and had I accepted
thefe offers, I might have been in pofleflion of
millions, which the prefent Court of Directors
could fot have difpoflefled me of. But pre-
ferring the repuration of the Englith nation,
the intereft of the Nabob, and the advantage
of the Company, to all pecuniary confidera-
tions, I refufed all offers that were made me,
not only then, but to the laft hour of my con-
tinuance in the Company’s fervice in Bengal,
and do challenge friend or enemy to bring
one fingle inftance of my being influenced by
intercfted motives to the Company’s difadvan~
tage, or to do any act thar cotld reflef dif-
bonour to my country or the Company, in any

Ca ons

every other man of
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one action of my adminsftration, either as Go*
vernor or k)mmanding offickr.
I little expefted cver tg have had my con-

du® impeached, or to have reccived fuch
treatment from the Court of Directors, efpeci-

ally after the public and honourable tef-
tWI had received in the
orders and letters mdptioned in the Appen-

dix, No. 3.

1 am not oftentatious, \t upon this occafion
am forced to deviate from® myfclf, and with
great reluctance cxpofe thefe public teftimo-
nies of my conduét, in contraft to the ditho-
nourable ‘motives which have induced my ene-
mies to impeach it.

" As to the 2d article, accufing me with in-
jultice towards the relations of the unhappy
fufferers in the Black Hole, whoever will be
at the pains to inquire, will learn that 625,000 /
was the fum affigned to make good the lofies
fuftained by the Europeans; that the money
was fent down to the Governor and Couneil
at Calgutta, an.d by them depofited in the Com-
Puny’s treafury} who gave orders to their fress
fiarer to iflue it out as demanded to the feoretary

'm\ -
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¥ppointed by the 24 commiffioners, chdfen by the
inhabitants themfelves to adjuft thejt refpective
claims ; and that none of it cver paffed through
my hands. They will further learn, that the fum
affigned did not only fuffice to pay the princis
pal of fuch lofles, but for a dividend of 22 per
cent. for intereft, befides ifficient for
another fuch dividend, '
for the Companv’s

by orders to their fer-
vanrs abroad. It As very poffible, that the
heits of fome ofgthe unfortunate fufferers in
the Black tole may not have been able to
obtain their right, for want of atrornies to ap-
ply to the commifhoners for thatgright. 1f
therc be any fuch demands, ] fhould imagince
they muay ftill have juftice done them out of
the remaining treaty-moncy, now in poffeflion
of the Company. But to thew in whar a light
the fufferers themfelves regarded my conduét,
I take the liberty to infert a paragraph, ex-
traCted from a letter figned by almoft all the
inhabitants of Calcutta, which will thew the

Proprictors their fentiments of my condu& on
that fubjeét,

C3 “ Honourcd
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« Honoured Sir,

. % The {phabitapts of this fettlement, truly
« fenfible of the benefits they have received
¢ from yaur gencrous aﬂihgncc, in obtaining
¢ them rcftitution for the hcavy lofles they
¢ fuftaincd in the miferable cataftrophe of June
ur great care and affiduity
lecting olthar part of the Nabob’s
L donauon, Do, with\the utmoft gratitude,
¢ réturn their hearty anN fincerc thapks for
“ thofe great favours canfekged on them, the
¢ remembrance wherecof will be for cver in-
¢ delible)”

As to the third article, which feems to inti-
mate fome tight in the Great Mogul to the
treafurcs of the latc Nabob Satajah Dowla, and
that the Company muay hereafter be refponfible
ta him on account of thefe treafures; it may
be faid, that there is fuch a Prince, but he is
almoft withaut territory or power; the little he
poffefleg not being equal in extent or riches to
one twentieth part of his dominions, and
therefore unable/to inforce in thofe provinces
any authovity that might have formerly be!ong—

1 ed
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%d to him ; and he is now fo far redflced, as to
be a captive to, and in the hands off one of the
Soubahs.

However, as 1 would give the Proprietors
all the fatisfaction I can, as to this article, I
will lay all the particulars befgag them, and fogr’

from the city, a ncw/miniftry was immediately
appointed, and the Aormer officers became re-
fponfible to them

The gentlemen appointed by the Governor
and Council to reccive the money due by the
treaty, weie agents for this purpofe. As to
myfelf, I was never there but once out of curiofi-
ty; and I do declare, that I never interfered,
direCtly or indirectly, any further than what
immediately related to the payment of the money
ftipulated by the treaty.

The treafure was moft certainly the property
of the Nabob Meer Jafher, as it would have
been of any other Nabob, who might have
fucceeded to Sarajah Dowla;. but for the ap-
plication of the money, 1 will fuppofe, for
once, that it did belong to the Great Mogut :

C 4 furely
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furely -thap 1t was out of that very lmperia)
treafure thg Company reccived 1,250,000 /.
The fufferers at Calcutta 1,000,000 /. and the
navy and army 600,000/ and that if Meer
Jather had no right to give any part of the
mperial treafure 10 individuals for their fer-
T to beftow thofe feveral
pany, fufferers, navy,
and army ; and if he Wgs anfiverable for the
one, he muft for the othy. If therefore, it
was wrohg in me to accept Wwe favours of the
Nabob out of that treafury, certainly it muft
be fo too in the Company, fuficrers, navy, and
army.

As to what is infinuated, that the donations
given by the Nabob toindividuals, had drained
his treafury in fuch a manner, that the Com-
pany were obliged to lend him large fums of
monev, this is rot only a4 very unfuir, but a falfe
reprefentaion of falts. The time the Com-
pany lear this money to the Nabob was, when
his dominiops were in peace, and the fum was
only two lack of gupees, about 25,000 4 The
Nabob's suinifteX himfelf informed me, ‘he bad
then to the amount of nesr a*million fterling in
- jewels,
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ewels, a targe fum of money in Ifis treafury,
and to a very great amount in platd. It could
not be owing to djftrefs that he borrowed this
money ; his pretences of poverty might han
been made ufe of with a political view, gs is
thc conftant pra&xcc in thap country; of by

of' hxm But the re falt was this; if Imay
be fuppofed to know it, who then prefided over
the Compant’s affairs in Bengal.

Br the IXth article of the treaty 'with the
Nabob, the Compeny’s poffeffions would have
been of hittle confuquence to them, unlefs we
were allowed to put not only our own con-
firution on the words of the zrticle, but alfo to
havce an addimonal quantity of land to the
northward, to th: amount of ncar 12,000 L per
annum.  In order to accomphth this, we not
only were obliged to comply with the Nabob’s
requeft, made at that particular time, butaio
to make prefents to foveral of the principat offi-
cers’ sbour him, to engage bis confent to this
grant, which he was not bolnd to nmke by
sreaty 5 and I Ledieve the Dire@ors know very

well:
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well: ifyot, I am fure the Governor and
Conncil ax“ «ell apprized of what confequence
it was to the Campany, to obtain the grant
of thofe lands to the northward of Calcutra,
iwqu venture to affirm, had the Nabob de-
fired 2 loan of money at any other time but
&s, his requafl WoNd not have been complied
Withe

‘The vnfortunate Me&y Jafher was a firanger
to diftrefs until I had left the country. It was
when the King’s fon, and a large body of Mo-
rattoes, invaded and ravaged his kingdom for a
twelvemonth together, and had ftopped the re.
geipy of great part of his revenues. It was
then that the Nabob began for the firft time to
experience the iisfortunes of diftrefs.  Yer flill
his diftrefs was not fo great, but that his fuc-
ceffor was able, imimediately, to beftow on the
Company eight lack of rupees, or roo,000 /
fletling, 10 carry on the war on the coaft of Co-
romandel,

,.As to the fourth article, That no fervant of
the Company thall remit money home but by
t#eu cath; which order 1 broke through, by
remitting large fums by the Dutch cath. That.

I did,
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J did, jointly with my friends, regfis a large
fum of money to England, by Wills on the
Dutch company, js moft true, for this reafon
pnly, that the Englith Company’s treafury was
fo full, that their fervants abroad thought it

inconfiftent with the Company’s intercft t
grant bills, when it was CW
French might drive us ¢fit of all Indi the

Company not only lof what they had juft ac-
quired, but become refponfible for the immenfe
fums, which under the terror that then pre-
vailed of the French force, would be imme-
diately poured into their treafury : and though
I fhould have thought it a great advantage to
have remitted my fortune home at that danger-
pus crifis, by bills on the Company, when the
motion was madc in council to receive all mo.
nies tendered for bills payable in three years,
I was myfelf one of thofe who oppofed it; and
the only money received into the treafury was
Mr. Watfon’s eftate, to thew a {enfe of the fer-
yvices received from him: Sums due to the
merchants of London, for coral and builion:
fmall fums from the principal fervants, for re-
mittances to theis familics, and the purchale

of
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of neceflal\es, were reccived, and bills granted
for them.
¥ flarter myfelf it will piye me fome merit
with the Company, that I oppofed the fatal
defigns of the Dutch in the “armament they
with fo much perfeverance,

v as I Mgt ar that time the great-
eft pdft of my propeily in their power, the
bills ‘given me not being whollv due 6ill three
tears after ficht ; and I could not byt be very
fenfible ar that dm~ of the rifque 1 ran, by
fuch an oppofition to that dangerous under-
taking; and I will venture to affirm, thar had
hot my truftces agr-cd to accept the pavment
of the money upon the Dutch Company’s own
té-ms,'wiﬁch were a very confiderable deduétion
for prompt payment, the greateft pert of my
foreune would have been at this day i theis
rands.

#< ‘B3 vo the fifth article, That I was guilty of
& Bieach of truft, by fupplving a Fortuguefe
Hhip, bound from Bengal to Lifbon, wich goods
wod money, to the great detriment of the
Company ; there is not one word of truth in
W wholé of this affertiont Thofe who did,
mey
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may plead the fame defeace that ) do tor my
remittance by the Dutch : the inffrence drawn
is abfurd ; the Cognpany had more money than
goods to purchafe,

I now come to the taft article, viz. That I
have no right to an anaual revenue of 27,
a year, given me by Kh/Nab which
be fupported and madhrained at t
ny's expence.

In this article, party refentment feems to
have confounded all idcas of right and wrong;
and my oppofition to the prefent leading gen-
tlemen has caft fuch a mift before their eyes,
that they cannot difcern that nght which they
had before acknowledged by cvery adt that
cou'd exprefs it.  But as I intend to make the
Proprictors the judges of that right, I fhall
cxplain the caufe, for which the Jaghire, or
Lordfhip, which products to me an annual
income of sbout 30,co2/ a year, was given
me, and the nature of the grant by whigh |
bold it.

Soon after the bartle of Plaffey, the proh,
of his own free motion, without the hﬁ.ﬂ, ,‘f
er application from me, funt 2 petition to

7
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eourt of DRhl, that I might be created an Onis

sali, or Lord of the Empiic. In the beginning

of the year 1758, the Nabob received and deli-

vered me the patent (with other honours accom+

panying i) by which I was created an Omrah

the command-of. 5000 foot, and the rank of
hoif

“According to the cuitqm of the country, the
Soubah affigns a Jaghire, or eftate, within his
own provinces, to fupport the dignity of the
new created Omrah ; bur at the time I received
the patent of creation, I knew of no fuch in-
teation in the Nabob, whofe friendfhip for me
gave way to other views,

I have before hinted, that the Soubah’s firft
ghn way to cvade the execttion of the remain-
pg part of the triary, and to appear, in the
eyes of his fubje@s, as muaintaining himfelf by
his own ftrength, and not by our fupport,

He took the field, as carly as the feafon
wolld permiz, with an 2:my of 80,000 horfe
gnd!’om; and it was with rductance that he
fv:m: to me to join him with our troops, and
e from - the apprehenfion of leaving us fo

near
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ncar his capital during his abfence, ghan trom
\any expeation of ocur affiftance in Ac further-
ing of his defigns.

‘We marched th¢ army up, now reduced by
the malignancy of the climate to 300 Englifh,
with two battalions of Seapoys, and a train of
artillery.

At our fuft meeting I reproachud\him, . #ith
the duplicity of his condu€t, and infifted on
his immediately paying down all arrears, and
that he thould give fecure affignments for the
payment of the reft of the treaty-money. I
freely gave him my opinion of bis keeping up
fuch a vaft army, which drained his treafury "to
no manner of purpofe; that the example of
his predeceflor niight be a leffon to him how
little fuch troops were 1o be dej.cnded upon;
and that when dunger prefled, he would find
the Englith his only true and firm fupport. In
his exaltation to his new grandeur, and {ceing
hirhfelf at the head of fuch 2 numerous ai'm;,
my advice made little ;mpre.ﬂion fo Lm—
cluded with telling him, he might amufe @m-
felf with his own ideas, but, ip the
that I was neither to be trifled wxﬁ%ﬁ

m:datcd
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midated ; Jand, after fome flrugale, 1 obtained
immediate Yayment of the arrears, amountmg
to feveral hundred thoufund pounds, and an
aflignment of certain diftri€®s, the revenues of
which were to be colle¢ted by the Company,

a fecurity for the reft ; and from this inftant
tlg Nabob mgay have been fud to comply k-
ter. afl his treaty.

Thefe were the Nabob's fentiments at that
tine, and fuch they continued until the fol-
fowing year, when the provinee of Bahar be-
ing invaded by the Mogul’s fon, (drove by the
Vizier from his father’s court) the Nabob at-
tehrptcd to take the field, and now cxpericnced
what I always inculcated to be true. Vaft ar-
reges were due to his numerous army, who, tak-
ing advantage of the times, furrounded him,
ad infifted not only on the whole of the ar
rears due from his predeceflor as welt as hime
felf, but on an advance of pay. ‘Thefe de-
mids amounting to many millions, it was im-
m‘hc could comply with them.

- §n this exigency he applied to us, entertaim
ing ‘great, doubts of our friendihip, from the
epsifcionfnefs of the infincere part he had acted,

and
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and from a juft fenfe of his own imgrudence,
in having negle@ed the advice I ‘had given
him the preceding year, to difband the greateft
part of his large and ufclefs army. Bound by
treaty and intereR, it behoved us to fecure the
attachment and dependancy of the Nabob,
We immediately took the field, and reliev
him, for the prefent, from the inconvenicaties
he laboured under from his own forces, who,
over-awed by our prefence, defifted from their
demands.  Being joined by 8000 horfe and
foot, under the command of his fon the young
Nabob, we marched four hundred miles in
twenty-three days, and forced the encmy to
taife the ficge of Patna, the capiral of the pro-
vince of Bahar, and purfued them two hundred
miles further, until they pafled the boundaries
of the Soubah’s dominions, and then obliged
the tributary Rajahs to pay their arrears. In
the mean time, the Nabob’s army had again
furrounded him, and were become more out-
rageous than ever; and he' was upon the point
of being put to death, when the news of our
fuceefs difperfed them, dnd they becams as
D fubmiffive
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ubmiffiveNind fawning, as thev were beford
daring and wfolent.

Services rendered at fuch a erifis, convinced
him at latt of the value of {uch fincere al-
lies. On iy rcurn from the north he came
mcu me, and afir many obliging expref-
fi ther I Lad foved bis hife, and made him
a fecond time Soubah, he reproached himfelt
with ingrautude in never having appointed me
a Jaghire. On taking his leave he told me,
Jaggerfeat (a man of great note in that coun-
try) was intiufted with his orders on that fub.
je€t.  Jaggerfiat foon after put a paper roll
into my hands, in the prefence of M. Francis
Sykes, Mr. Luke Scrafton, (both now in Eng-
land) and Major Carnac, which proved to be a
pateat for the Lordfhip of the lands rented by
the Company, in confequence of the article of
our treaty with hun. The patent was foon
followed by the order in the Appendix, No. 4.
being 2o order to the Governor and Council of
Caicutta, to pay me the rents of the faid lands,
ificad of paying them as beforc into his trea-
{u:), he ‘baving made me Jaghiredar, or Lord
of the country.

Such
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Such were the motives that indileed the
Nabob 1o give me this tokep of his fenfe of
my fervices, and fuch the manner in which it
was conferred, by me unafked and unexpeted :
I fay unafhed and uncxpocted, becauis, from
the time of mv recciving my honours from
Dethi, in December 1457, to this ume, n(:;
thing had ever pafled on the fubject, but one
letter from e to Jaggerfuat, in January 1759,
informing him, that the Nabob had made me
an Omrah without a Jaghire, which I under-
ftood did vfually accompany it, and to defire
he would apply to him on that occafion; to
which letter he rerurned for anfwer, that he had
applied to his Excellency, who ordered him to
acquaint me, that he never granted Jaghires in
Bengal ; that Onixa was too poor, bue that I
might have one in Bahar, Looking on the Na-
bob’s anfwer as an evafive one, and that he was
not inclined to comply with m* rcqueft, I never
wrote of thought any more on this fubjed, une
til I received a fecond letter from Jaggetfeat in
anfwer to my firft, after our fuccefs agamit the
King’s fon; thar the Nabob had turned thé
thing in his mind, ahd was willing to grant me

D2 3 Jag-
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a Jaghke in Bengal; but the nature of jt,.
where, of of what value it was to be, IWas in~
tircly ignorant, titl the patent cxplained it, and
I confefs it gave me the greater pleafure to
find it to be the Lordihip of the Company’s
1ands, becaufe the Company was thereby freed
rom all dependance on the government.
1t now remains to fay fomething of the va-
Jidity and nature of the grant. It is to be ob-
ferved, that the lands ceded to the Company
by the IXth articie of the treaty, were only
ceded to them as perpetual Jemindars, or rent-
ers, the Nabob referving the lordfhip and quit-
reni's, which amounted to near 30,000/, year-
ly ; and the Company could never be lawfully
difpoffeffed, fo long as they continued to pay
that quit-rent. It was, then, the lordfhip and
gents fo referved that he made over to me; no
prejudice refulting to the Company, who had
farmed out the fame to a very confiderable
yearly amount, with a profped of great increafe
of rents, and only this difference, that they
were'to pay the quit-rent to me, inftead of
the governnient ; to this ,nation a2 profit of
39,0001, a year.
With
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With regard to the validitg, of this grant, 1
fhall ohly fay, that the patent paffed al{ the ufuat
forms of the country, and wis founded on the
very fame authority that the Company had for
all their acquifitions, the power of a Soubah.
This I think is a fufficient anfwer ta the charge
in the 6th and laft article.

I fhail now proceed to lay before the Pra.
prictors the meafures taken by my adverfaries,
fubfequent to the clection, and the reafons they
affign to fupport them.

But I fhall firft take notice, that by the fer-
vices rendered to the Nabob, the Company
not only recovered the misfortunes fuftained
from the late Nabob, with the poffethions I
have already mentioned, but alfo acquired, snd:
had delivered into their hands, the abfolute
power over the three provinces of Bengal, Bi-
har, and Orixa, whofe ordinary anpual reve-
nues produce three millions and a half fter-
ling ; infomuch that they were enabled to fet
up and eftablith in the Soubahthip any perfon
they thought fit.- This matter may be cleasly
fecn by the letters in the Appendix, Now 3.

D3 This
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This bower the Company, foon affer I cft
Bengal, Wxercifed, and in 1763 they enterdd
into a treaty WMch Mah‘omed Caflin Cawn,
fon-in-taw to Mcer Jaffier, for that purpofc,
(a2 copy of which weaty is in the Appenix,
No. 6.) By this treaty the Company acquired

much larger diftri€t of country, than they
before enjoyed under the treaty with Meer
Jaffier, together with a larger eftatc and inte
reft in thofe iands, than they had in thofe be:
fore granted; for the annual amount of the
lands laft atquired were near 600,000 /. and in-
flead of referving to the government the ufual
rents of homage which thofe lands were fubject
to, both the lands and thofe reats were granted
o the Company,

This treaty being figned by Mahomed
Coffiu Cawn and the Prefidents of the Com-~
pany at Caleuttn, on behalf of the Company,
the Nabol Meer Jafher was farrounded in his
palsce by the forces of the Company, and
ebliged to relinquifh his government, snd was
carried déwn to their fettlement at Caleures,
where he did 6l lately refide, and Mahorsed

Coffin
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Coffin Cawn was placed in thefexccuuve part
of the government in his figad.

1 thall not at prefent enter into the confide-
ration of the grounds and n#tives for fo early
and extraordinary a change in the government
of the provinces, buing inclined to think thofe
matters will be Lad before vou by perfons betrer
acquainted with thut tranfuction than I am.
For the prefent Taatrotuced 1t onlv tothew the
great advantaecs the revalution, srouyght aboue
by the removal of Stz Dowla, had pro-
duced to the Compant 3 and thar thofe advan-
tages might, with prudent manegement, be ine
<creafed : bur at the fame time I muft obferve,
that the revolution again{t Surajah Dowla was a
matter of ncceffity, as upon tuat cvent only de-
pended the exifience of the India Company;
and 1 hope nothing but the picfervation of the
Company’s property 1 thole parts induced
thofe concerned in the laft revolution (if it may
be fo called) to bring 1t about,

I have before acknowledged, that my for-
tune arofe from the gratefui bounty of the Na-
bob for my fervices to him; and altho’ I fhall
cver think of my fervices to the Company with

D4 pleafiire,
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pleafure, yet the Company canmot fay 1 owe
them apy thing -a’E‘poam of gratitude. My al.
Jowance, as PreMgnt, was (until increafed by
ahe additional allowance of 10001 a year) lefs
.than my predeceflor received by 312001/ a year.
JAndeed, had the Court of Dire€tors rewarded
.my fervices in the fame manner they have done
thofc of wy fucceflor, by allowing me two and
an half per cent. on all the revenues acquired
for them, it might have been otherwife, My
adyerfaries cannot thercfore fay I acquired my
Sortune out of the property of the Company,
or in diminution of that of my country, or any
of my fellow fubjects: on the contrary, it is
well known, that had it not been for the fuc-
cefles we were blefled with, this kingdom would
sever have had the benefit of one farthing of
he money which has been brought into it, in
confequence of thofe fucceffes, This being
the cafe, one might have expetied, after fo
many years fervice to the Company, and un-
det the circumitances I haye defcribed, they
.would at lea@t have permitted me to have had
A9 quict egoyment of that fortung 1 had fo
Mc

And
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And here 1 muft acquaing tsi Proprietors,
that the rents of my Jaghirey wtre regularly

paid during the time I in Bengal; snd
fince my return, fave been received by my
attornies 1n Bengal, and remitted by them te
mc, as the thips {ailed from thence, in bills o8
the Company here, which were slways regu-
larly paid without fubjettion, until May laft,
when, on the thips going out for Bengal,
which were the firft that went out after the
cletion on that voyage, I was given to under.
ftand, that orders had been fent to flop the
payment of my Jaghire. I applied to the
Court of Dire&ors for a copy of thofe orders,
but that was refufed; however, I afterwards
rame to the knowledge of them. They are to
the following purport : ¢ With refpect to the
¢ Jaghire given by the late Nabob, Jafher
¢ Ally Khan, to Lord Clive, arifing out of
¢ the lands granted by the faid Nabob to the
¢ Company, we direct, that you do not pay
¢ any further fums to the attornies of Lord
¢¢ Clive on the account; and we further die
# rect, that whatever fhall arife in future from
# the faid Jaghire. be carried to our credit.

{1 Ym
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¢ You are to caufe exact accounts to he mwh
# ot and 1 Q\‘rwd to us, not onky of what
*fnll {o mn%to our caf®, but alfo of afl
# the fums Lord Shve's atoinies have already
'* received on the faid accounr, together wAth
& the dated of the feveral pavments.  His Locls
¢ fhips pretenfions to the fard Jaghite will be
« fettled hore”

And Mr. Sulivan, by a letter wrote 'at the
(ame timé by him to the Prefident at Caleutta,
§nformed hitn, ¢ That all cordiality being at an
'éfd with Tord Chive, the Court of Dire@ors
3 hid flopped payment of his Jaghire ; a mea-
® fure which would have taken place ycars ago,
« had it not been for him (Mr. Suhivan); and
% that on this head the faid Prefident was to
¥ ghey every order, which he might reccive from
#the Court of Ditcttors; and that more was
Winot, nor mutt be, expected of him.”

¥ fhaill not trouble the Proprietors with any
‘hfervations on this order and letter, they
will fufficiently {peak for themfelves; bur fhall
only remark, that I muft think it extremely
hard'to be deprived of my. property becaufe §
' Eiltinot agree with the prefent Court of Dire&ors.

7 But
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But thc Company having pajd my Jag}urc
fo long without any obje@ion d even now
not claimu.g any right rh! themfc]ves,
nor pretending to ay that any one clfe does,
under fuch circainftances one mnght be at a
lofs to conceise what foundation in rcaﬁm
there could be for the Direftors fendmg (uch
ordeis to Dengal.  Bug, an inquiry intp thc
matter, toe reafons affignal appear o he
four.

1ft. That the Mogul is fmereign 6{ thc
x)rovums of Bengal, Bahar, and Onxa, agd
proprictor of all the linds within thofc pro-
vinces; and that the rents granted to me are
the antient impaiis! rents referved and payable
to the Pmperor; and that therefore the Nabob
could not grant or alicnate the fame fromh' thc
imperial Crown; anlt that the Cqmpany may
Le called to an account by the Emperor for
what they have paid to me: Nor is that all
the Company feem to expeét, but that [ am
accountable to them for what I bave 1o
CCi\'pd.

vdly. Thar fuppofe the Nabob had a right
4o alicnate thofe rents, fuch alienation qould

exift
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exift no lon an the Nabob who grgntcd
the fame ¢ twgc: in his government, and
&at fuch alienation was not binding on his

fucceflor; and as Meer Jaffier had been depof-
ed, the grant became of no effet.

gdly. That my acceptance of the dignity of
an Omrah, or title of honour, (which honour
they doubt my having had, altho’ they have a
copy of the Patent in their cuftody) was con-
trary to my duty to the Company, as I might
he obliged, by fuch aeceptance, to affift the
Mogul and the Nabob in war, even againft the
Company.

And laftly, for fear thefe reafons fhould fail
them, then comes a fourth; which is, that
fuppofe 1 have a right, that even then I have

qoremedy in England, but muft refort to the
¢ourt of the Mayor of Calcutta, or to the

coumts of the Emperor at Delhi, or the court
of the Nabob.

As to the firft, it may be proper to ob-
ferve, that, uvpon the original foundation
of the Mogul Empire, all the lands, Hike
thofe in England, were in the crown, wim,
gfi:md the reats, in the najure of free-farm

Tents
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fagm rents in England : Thﬁs were, and
now are, called Calfa Lands nds belong-
ing to the crowne the rents whereof were,
for feveral years, reccived by officers appointed
within the provinces by the Emperor for that
purpofe ; and the Nabobs, who were then Vice-
roys to the Mogul, had penfions affigned them
fo maintain their ccurts, and fupport their
governments: But, for a great number of
years paft, that method has been changed, and
inftcad of penfions, the Empcerors allotted to
the Nabobs large quantitics of land within the
provinces, to be difpofed of and managed for
their own benefit; and thefe lands were, and
now are, called Jaghire Lands, and for which
no taxes arc paid: And as to the reft of the
lands within the provinces, the Nabobs farmed
the fame of thc Mogul at a certain yearly
fum.

This alteration being received into the Mo-
gul government, it became immaterial to the
Mogul, what the Nabobs did with the rents;
theJearly fum ftipulated was all he expefted,
’ﬂﬁm they were obliged to pay; fo that all
the rents, and alfo the lands that produced

 { them,
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thetn, werc gnagw tuc power of the Nabobs,
who might :fnd id difpofe of them as they
thought fir, and out of them conferred favours
én whom they pleafel.  The Nabobs granted
zemindaries or lcafes of all the lands from
time to time at thdir pleafure, or as occafion
required: and in this ftate the corttitution
and ufage of the Mogul Empire flood at the
death of Aurengzebe.
After the death of Aurengzcbe, the Nabobs,
n to affume fovercign authonty, and the
invafion of the Perfians, before taken notice of,
gendered that fovercignty abfolute; and the
Nabobs do now, and have for manv years,
exercifed all thofe fovereion nghts, regarding
the lands and revenues of the provinees, which
t}zi: Mogul Emperors ever had.

" ft is under the authority of the Nubob, the
Company pow hold then zemindary in the
Ligds fubject to my Jaghire; it is under the
fame authority, they now hold by treaty with
the Nabob Coffim Cawn lirge diﬁn‘&g’gﬁ
dain:ry, pmducing pear 600,000l a8 )e}w
w‘;ﬂ\qut ,phymg any rent at all, notwithe
g thofs lands are calfa or uperial lands,

and

L



[ 47 ]

and would, in cafe the ongm..u(:o"mmtion of
the Mogul Empire cx:ﬂcd be fubje to the
payment of the ancicnt referved rents on the
Great Mogul, to a very large amount ; it is
well known that there are numbers of jaghires
in the provinee of Bengal, granted by former
Nubobs, thut have tubfifted for feveral genera-
tions.

Yt s to mv Jrghire, they now at once alledge
it was anailopal actin Meer Jafficr, and at the
fame time adnut that the Company are in the
enjovment of all the lands granted to them by the
Nabob Coffin Cawn, without paying or being
fubic€t to anvrent at all; and that the grant from
Coffin Cawn to th m, both of the lands and
ancient rent 5 15 valel and effe€tual ¢ this feems
a contradictiun not cafily to be reconciled.
But for a4 moment, let us fuppofe that the
fears the Comnpany cntertained at rhat infant,
of being accountable to the Great Mogul,
¢ obfeured the Light which the com-
of things alone would have difcovered,
at the Mogui thould hercafter recover
e ancient dominjon of his empire; it mufk
then be obferved, that the annual tribute flie

pulated
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pulated to " #%d by the Nabob on his cors
firmation, ® irMa& the fame annual fum for-
merly referved and paidsby the Nabobs for
the farm of the rents and lands within the
provinces. Can it then be fuppofed that the
Mogul would require both the revenues of the
lands, and alfo the annual fum ftipulated to
be paid by the Nabob, in lieu of thofe reve-
nues > It mught, with fome degrec of proba-
bility, have been faid, that he might, according
to the conflitution of the empire, call the Na-
bobs, who might then be confidered as his
Viceroys, to an account for all the annual tri-
bute remaining due from them: But to fay
the Company would be anfwerable to the Mo-
gul for the rents paid by them to me, is an
inconfiftency equal to the former, and not to
be reconciled to reafon or the nature of things :
And cven to furnith themfelves with this pre-
tence, bad as it is, they muft have had a very
extraordinary forefight; and I thould be glad
o have been informed of the period ﬁs;:h a rec-
koning was likely to take place.
I have before taken notice of the pr
circumnftances of the Mogul,vand by what means
a Prince
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& Prince, under hus circumflancd  *~even fupd
]m.ﬁng him in as good a ﬁruatio.r:faf.ﬁhis predes
ceflors for feveral yeaw paft have been, could
recover the dominions of large and powerful
provinces, which had long fhaken oft his autho-
rity, T am really at a lofs to pucfs. But, to
remove any doubt the proprictors may entertain
concerning the power and dominion of the
Great Mogul in Bengal, or the fovereign autho-
rity of the Nabob, I will repeat the account
given by vour Dirc&ors of thofc Meafures under
thoir hands to his Majefly, in the year 1962, in
a memorial prefented by them relative to the
tranfactions with the Dutch, which account is
in the following words :

« By the ancient conftitution of the Mogul
¢ Empire, of which the provinces of Bengal,
¢¢ Bahar, and Orixa, are a part, the Nabob
¢ or Soubah of thofe provinces was nothing
¢¢ more than the Mogul’s Viceroy, yet, for

many ycprs paft, as the firength of that
« conflityfion has been gradually declining,
o« M doubahs of thefe and other provinces
“Q’.{vc been in like gradation afluming an
% indcpendance of #he Court of Dethi; and

E “ the
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¢« the th ich the empire received, or ra-
« ther thf fubverfion of 1, for it has never
¢ recovered, nor probabyv ever will, from the
¢ jrruption of the Perfians under Nadir Shah,
“has fo far confirmed that independance,
¢ that the relation boiween the Nabob and
¢ the Mogul, is at prefent hede more than
¢ nominal. The Nabob makes war or peace
¢ without the privity of the Mogul; though
¢¢ therc appear ftill fomc remains of the old
¢ Conftitutton in the fucceffion to the Na-
¢ bobthip, vet in faét that fucceffion is never
¢ regulated by the Mogul’s appointment, tho’
¢« the perfon in poflffion is gencrally defi-
“1ous of fortifying a diputed tite by the
¢ Mogul's confirmation, which the Court of
¢« Delhi, confcious of its inability to inter-
¢ pofe more fubftantially, and defirous of re-
¢ taiming an appearance of fuperiority, rea-
« dily grants. The Nabob of Bengal is
« therefore de faflo, whatever hg mav be

¢ jure, a fovereign Prince, or at orft, nota
% yiceroy, but a tributary to th\ Megul:
¢¢ there being fome kind of tribute fulingpn-
« fidered as duc, from tchefe provinces to

1) Mogu]’
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s« Moyrul, though 1t rarelv, if ev.r, finds its way
“ 10 Delhi. It appears by the Direétor’s Jer-
¢ ters, that the Duren, as well as we, coufider

-~

¢ him in this hght.”

I mufl obferve, that rhe Dutch, in order to
pive fome colour for their complaints againtt
the Company, made ufe of the following allega.
tion, viz. * The Mogul s fovadgn of the
¢« country, and we dernve from him, under re-
« peated pannmaunas, a nght to a free naviga-
s tion fron thenee to othar places; and this

“ight we cannot be deprived of, wirhout in-

~

¢ frmging the phumauads of the Grear Mognl,

‘“ which the Nabob, who is enlv gosernor of a

~

¢ provinee, is not autnoazed to do.”

And 1t was inanfier to this allegation the
declaration above mantioned was made by your
Dir.éars, who now find themfelves urder the
fatal nceeflitn, on behzlt of the Company, of
making vfe of the fame reafons for jufbifying
their cmup‘fnc“t rowards me, as the Durch made
ufe of o jufify theirs towards the Company.,

}’5 to the 24 reafon affiyned by your I'i-
fe@ors, it uaght, perhaps, have been well for
the proprictors, had it never been in their
L2 power
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power to hiye amployed it.  But as it is affign-
¢d as fuch, Twill anfwer it as I would have done,
at the time it was offered By them, without any
regard to what has happencd, fince that may
have deprivad tham ot the ufe they at firfll pro-
pofcd from it.

There are numbers of inftances of Jaghites
now [ubfitting, that have been granted by for-
mer Nabobs: there are muny, cven on the
Company’s onn lands, of which the Dnetors
might have been informed by the proper officer
appointed for furveying thofe lands, who is nov
in England; and they might alio have been
informed, that there were many Jaohires grant-
ed by the Nobob Suryabh Dowla and Meer Jal-
ficr alio exifting.  But enquiry here, feend
not neceflary 3 the Direclors at once boldly
affirm, my Jygare to be deternmunad by the
remonal of Meer Jather from the throne, fince
the grant did not, as they alledge, bind his fue-
ceffor ; without the leaft conﬁdcraz'i 1 of the
natural inference fuch an aflcrtion n:‘é{n pro-
duce.

I have before taken notice, that his MaW
jefty’s arms, and thofe of the Company, by

the
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the 1evolution brought about whilit T was
the Commander in Chief, acquued the great
power and influencg the Company enjoyed
in Bengal, when I left that countrv; and
that that power after 1 came away, was
made ufe of to depofe the Prince who fat
on the throne whilt T was chere, and to
eftabhifh Maihomed Coflin Cawn w by flead.
It is under thde circumfances, thar the Ditee-
tors make ufe of the 2d reafon. Now to give
that rcafon s urmoflt iecurude, it can amount
to no morc than an admiffion trom the Com-
pany, that I had once a good nght ro re-
quire from them the payment of my Jachire:
but that this right 15 now defoated by a a fub-
fequent adt, cntirdy coffected by their own
agents abroad.  The weighe and juftice of this
argument I leave fo your confiderations.

Before I quit this head, T muflt beg fewe to
take notice of the forms agrced on between the
Compan,, and Mahomed Coffin Cawn, which
may be feen n the Appendix, No. 6. and by
ehichsit will appear, that Mecer Jafficr was to
[femain Nabob to all purpofes, except the exe-
cutive part of the government, which was to

E 3 be
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be the province of the new Nabob. This being
the bafis of that revolution, if it may be fo
called, it will appear, thgt the Nabob, Mecr
Jathcr, {ult remained Nabob of Bengal ¢ and it
15 well known, that he did il lately, refide at
the Company’s factory, at Caleutta, in princely
flate; and cven fuppofing my Jaghire to be
ood no longer than the raign of the perfon
who granted it, it would bc fhil fubfifting,
However, vour DireCtors do now in effe&
declare, that thev will retzin my Jaghire for the
benefit of the Great Mogul (who would cer-
tainly be glad to receve ity as Coffin Ally
would raadily give any dire¢tons touching
that n.awer the Duectors  think proper to
fuggeft to him) and that in prgudice to me
and their country ; though they at the fame
time are influenced to retain the rents of the
lands granted to them, not only by Coffin
Cawn, but alfo by the Nabob Mcer Jaffier, in
prejudice ro the Grear Mogul,

As to the 3d reafon; heie I muft Beg leave
to obferve, that the titles of honour Wed m
Europe, arc unknown to the Indians; thei
titles of honowr are diftinguithed only by a

number
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number of Azaras, or one thoufand, from two
to ten thoufand hoife, which is the highefl, and
was the title of the fop of the Great Mogul 5 the
number of fix thoulond «apretics the dipgnity of
an Omrah, but not amv lels number; and the
cquipage of the perfen en whom fuch honours
are Leitowed, are proportioned by the ufage of
the country to his tank. Henee it will appear,
that ot necefliny, no pafon can bo onnoblad in
India, unlus the rank and number he s ap-
powrred 10, be eaprdflcd mothe patent,  and
this 15 a merc complinient, which does not
lay any  obhgation on the part of the per-
fon reeenving fuch honour, to rondar 1o the
Mogul anv  fenvace whatfoever; and to o at-
firm the connany, 1omut b praumed that
the Nabob, m the pragont aafe, apphed 1o the
Mogul ro rake mc ro Lis furviee . who, in
fuch fervice, mught (ot the empaor meant to
recover the ancient domunion of his empue,
or the paynient of his annual tribure) be em-
ployed agamnft the Nabob himifclt, 1t nulitary
fervices weie to be rendered to the Mogul;
which would be an ubfurdity to fuppotc,

E 4 But
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Byt the true intent of the honour, was no
more than a perfonal favour to me, and to give
me rank amongft the Prances and great men
of that country ; and may have been of fervice
to you in my negonations and tranfactions with
them. Monficur Dupleix, the commander in
chicf of the French forees in India, obtammed a
title of honour, inferior to minc, and had fe-
veral Jaghires granted him by the Nabob of
the Decan in Lands, ceded to the Fiench Com-
pany, which he enjoyed for feveral veats after he
returned to Europe, and indeed until the lands,
upon which the Jaghires were granted, were
taken from the French. And Monficur Du-
pleix confidered his title of honour, as an ad-
vantage to the French in thofe parts.

As to the 4th reafon, it 15 well knowns
was I obliged to purfue my remedy in the
Mayor’s Court, that the judges of that court
are dependants upon the Company : the appeal
lies te their Prefident and Council, nay the
perfon employed on my behalf, muft be depen-
dant on the Company. As to my reforting to
the courts of the emperor or the Nabob, ng
mandate or procefs from any,fuch courts could

be
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be inforced againft the Company ; and were thefe
reafons to prevail, every avenue to juftice would
be blocked up, and ¥ fhould enjoy the fatisfac-
tion in my own mind, of having a right to
what I now demand, without any remedy to
obtain it.

I fhall end this memorial with fome obfer-
vations on the Compamy’s affairs, at the time
the lofs of their pofleflions 1n Bengal happenced,
and the regaining thofe pofft lions, with all their
prefent great adyantages.

When the news of the misfortuncs in Bengal
firft rcached Muadras, the whole town was
flung into a confternation, equai to that of the
Court of Dircétors, when the firft advices of it
were brought to England. T leave it to Mr.
Payne, who was then at the head of the Di-
re€tion, to defcribe what he and others fuffer-
cd from their apprehenfions for the Company.
Indced it is the general opinion, that nothing
but the fudden advice of the recovery of that
valuable fertlement, which followed fo clofe
upon the news of its lofs, could have prevent-
ed the Company’s finking under fuch 2 misfor-
tune,

It
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It was the unanimous opinion of the Go-
vernor and the Counal of Madrafs, that the
Company could not exifwithout their poffef-
fions in Bengal, The ceaft of Coromandcl
was a burthen to them; inflead of defraying
the Company’s expences, out of the profits of
its trade, 1t had incuried o debt of near half a
million. Bombay and the Wlt Coaft (free from
all difturbances) fcarce patd their expences; {o
that thare rematned only a few fhips to Ching,
for the Company’s fuppoit.  Thele confider~
ations, and a thorough perfuafion that the
Company muft tull, 1f Bengal was not recover-
cd, induced the Governor and Council of Ma-
drafs, to fend fuch a foice as might anfwver that
purpoic: T was the perfon fixed upon to cxe-
cute thewr defigns; and as the force fent was
mote than could be fpared, confiftent with
the fafety of the Company’s poficffiors on
the coafl of Corvmandel, at that critical tune
(being juft at the eve of a war with France)
they invefted me with a power, independant
of the Governor and Council of Fort William,
that when the Company were ic-inflated in
their poffefions, they might be able to recall

fuch
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fuch part of the forces under my"command, as
might be thought confiftent with the Com-
pany’s intereft, in other parts of India.

As foon as the fuffcrers of Bengal were re-
ftored to their habitationg, by the re-taking of
Calcurta, and ro pca(‘c‘," by the' defeating of
Surajah Dowla, they called upon me to give
up that independant power, which the Gover-
nor and Coundil ot Madrafs had thought ne-
ceflary to intruft me with, which demand I
could not conmiply with, without biing guilty
of a breach o} rrutt.

This circamftunce lad me under many diffi-
cultics, both with the gentlemen of Bengal and
Madrats.  The Govaner and Counal of the
latter had {2nr me pofirnive owdars to return with
a part of the forees under my command, after
the capture of Charnagore, and not knowing
the caufe, could not account for my difobe-
dience . the many dreadful confequences to
which I expofed naddt, m cafe of a mifear-
riage, did nor cfcape my refleétion. I was un-
der thefe difficultics, when we began our march
to dethrone Surajah Dowla,

vi Mr.
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Mr. Watts~kad fettled cvery thing with
Meer Jafhier, and the other great officers of
ftate, who had all eng#ed in the moft fo-
lemn manner, to declare themfelves, and jom
us with a large force, lgforz we came to aétion.
We marched within rwenty nules of the Sou-
bah’s army, and then halted, to iccerve intel-
ligence of the motions and itentivns of our
friends ; when, to our great furprize, Mcer
Jafficr gave us no hopes of s being able to
join us, but cxprefled great apprehenfions of
his and our letters bang mtercepted, and hin-
feif being put to daath. T wrote repeatedly,
to him, to infit upon his performmg his cn-
gagements, and to joun us, if 1t was only with
oo men.  This had no cffect; T then called
a council of war, and put the queftion, Whe-
ther with our own foices alone, and without
the profpect of affiftance from Mcer Jafhier, we
thould march, and give the Nabob battle, and
it paffed in the negative. After this, I re
ceived a letter from Meer Jafhier, that the Na-
bob fufpeing his defigns, had made him fwcar
on the Koran, that he would not fight againft
him, and that he could not give us his affift-
ance.
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ance. J.ct the I’ro'wmtors_Mr to themfulves
what I mufl have {ufli ul, vnder fuch a com-
p.canon of difteefled cnreumBtances ; and let
the Dircétors ramember, that under all thefe
difadvantages, I ook upon me to march, and
the Englith arms alone gamed the barttle of
Plaffey. It 1 true, the Directoss, in their firft
flow of gratitude, contured upon me an ho-
nout, I beheve, nava paid to any other be-
fore, or fince, v addedfling a lerer of thanks
to me alone, figned by the whole cowt; an
l}mt I might be convinced of the fincetity
of thar fentiments, they fent no lefs than
fix or eight of them, which 1 have in my
poflefion.  But as lungth of time, and cir-
cumflances, feem to have produced another
way of thinking in thefe gentlemen, I hope
the Proprictors will excufe me, if 1 affert, for
the laft ume, that by the grear acquifinons
of wealth obtained by this event, and by the
large fums of moncy paid mnto rheir cath, for
bills, the Company were cnabled to fupply
every exiyrence, and anfwer the demands of
every fettlement 1 India, during the whole
courfe of the waf. To Madrafs alone, was

2 fent
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fent upwards okg00, "0 L. which muft inevi-
tably have fallen, mtholt fuch affiftance; and
with that place, all India.  The Company who
ufed to fend to India ftveral hundrdd thoufand
pounds a year, in bullion, were relieved fiom
that difficulry ; which, at fuch a junéture, they
never could have furmounted; and from Fe-
bruary, 17583, thc ume they reccived the ad-
vice of our fuccefs, to this dav, they have
fent very little to the Coaft, and fli'l lefs to
Bengal ; fo that this alone has been a faving to
the nation of fome mulhons ficrling.  The
lands ceded to the Company by Coffin Cawn

and all the advantages gained by the depofiio

of Mecr Jaffier, muft appear as much a conle

quence of the battle of Plafley, as the advant-
ages which were gained immediately after that
vi&ory : the whole amounting to 700,0001. 2
year, may, at 10 vears purchafe, be valued at
7 millions fterling ; the reftitution made to the
fufferers of Calcutta, and what was given by
Meer Jaffier to the navy, army, and others,
may be reckoned at 2,000,000 1. fortunes ac-
quired fince, at a modcrntc computation,

1,5¢0,000 L. the Company themfelves likewife
received

)
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received from Surajah Dowla

1,500,000 L. upon the
nation of twelve mil

3 Mecr Jaffier,
7 a clear gan to the
ns fterling.

I fhall conclude this fubject with appealing to
the Court of Dirc&ors, for the truth of thefe
facts, and call upon them to declare whether
thev think without the battle ¢f Plafev, and its
confequences, the Eaft-India Company would
have been at this time exifling ? As grear
numnbers of the Proprictors mav be unacquaint-
ed with t.oio ranfadtions, T hope they will ex-
cufe the recet.’n T have been under, of laying
the wlholc bortoie themy, which T fubmit to their
conderation, rutlice, and candour.

CLIVE
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APPENDTIZX,

Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahad Rajah Dulubram Bahad
( A fervant of the Kmf() A fervant of the Kingr)

Allumgur the Invinable, Alumgur the lavincible.

Treaty executed by Mcer Jafficr, (wrote in bis
own Hand.)

SWEAR by God, and the Prophet of

God, to atwde by the terms of this teaty
whilft 1 have hfe.

Meer Mabmud Faffier Cawn Bebadr,

a Servant of the Ksng Allumgur.

Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive,
Sabut Jung Behadr, the otber Counfellors Mr.
Drake and Mr. W atts.

1ft. Whatever articles were agreed on in
time of peace with the Nabob Surajah Dowla
Munfur Ulmemaleck Shah Kulli Cawn Behadr
Seybut Juag, I agreeto and comply with,
ad. The enemies of the Englifh are my ene-
mics, whether they be ladians ar Europeans.
F 3. Al
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3. All theseffects and fattories belonging to
the French in t vinces of Bengal (the
Paradife of nations) ¥nd Bahar and Orixa,

fhall remain in the poflefion of the Englith;
nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in
the three provinces.

4th. In confideration of the lofles which the
Englith Company have fuftained by the cap-
ture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob
and the charges accafioncd by the maintain-
ance of their forces, I will give them one crore
of rupces.

sth. For the cffeCts plundered from tl
Englith inhabitants of Calcurta, I agree to gi\"i
fifty lacks of rupees.

6. For the cffe@s plundered from the
Gentoos, Muffulmen, and others, fubjeéts of
Calcutta, twenty-five lacks of rupees thall be
given.

7th. For the effets plundercd from the Ar-
menian mhabitants of Calcutta I will give the
fum of feven lacks of rupees. The diftribu-
tion of the fums allotted the natives, Englifh
inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muffulmen, fhall be

left
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tett to'the Admiral and Colonel C'iva Sabut
Jung Bchadr, and the reft of ‘:ercouncil, to be
difpofed of by them tﬁﬂ&i’n they think proper,
8th. Within the Ditch which furrounds the
borders of Calcutta are traés of land, belong-
ing to feveral Zemindars; befides this ] will
grant the Englith Company fix hundred yards
without the ditch.
gth. All the lands ljing to the fouth of
Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be under the
Zcemindary of the Englith Company ; and all
the officers of thofe parts fhall be under their
jurifdi@ion; the revenucs to be paid by them
(the Company) in the manner with other Ze-
mindars.
toth. Whenever I demand the Englifh af-
fittance, I will be at the charge of the main-
tenance of their troops.
11th. T will not ere& any new fortifications
below Hughly, ncar the river Ganges.
12th. As foon as I am eftablithed in the go-
vernment of the three provinces, the.aforefaid
fumns thall be faichfully paid.
Dated 15th Ramazan, in the fourth year of
the reign.
Fa Tranflation
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Braaflation of the Sonncd\granted to Col. Clive.

1758.
HIS MAJESTY,

N Saturday the gzth of Rebbeatance, in

the tourth of the glorious and happy
veign, and the ri7t year of the Hegira, in
the Reflulla of the Glory of the Nobility, and
Rank of Amicers, the Shrine of Grandeur and
Dignity ; inftruéted both in the wavs of De-
votion and Wealth, to whom the true Glory of
Religion and Kingdoms is known ; the Bearer
of the Lance of Fortitude and Refpeét, the
¥mlsroldercr of the Carpet of Magnificence
anit Grestodfs, the Support of the Fanpire and
its Dependencies, to whom it is intrufted to
govern and aggrandize the Empire, and Con.
dutar of Vidory in the Battles fought for the
Pominien of the World ; the Difliibuter of
Life in the Councils of State, 1o whom the
moft Yecrer Receiles of rhe Mylteries of Go-
vernment are difcovered ; the Mafteg of the
Arts of Penctration and Gircumfpedtion, the
Bright-
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Brightnefs of the Mucrour of Tewth and ride-
fity, the Light of the 5P of Sincerity and
Integrity, who is adrfitted to, and eontributes
to, the Determinations of the Royal Couneils;
a Participator of the Sccrets of the Penetralia
of Friendfhip, who prefides equally over thé
Sword and Pen; Moderator of the Affairs of
the Earth, Chicf of the Cawns of the ﬁxo&
exalted rank, the Pillar of Ameers of the
greatefl Splendor; the Truft of the zealods
Champions of the Fuich, the Glory of Heroes
in the Ficlds of War, and Adminiftrators of
the Affairs of the immoveable Empire; Coun-.
fellor of enlightened Wifdom and exalted Dig-
nity, adorned with Friendfhip and Honours,
endowed with Dignity and Diseretion.  Pillar
of the Dominions of Soloman, the Diftributor
of Glory, Buxey of the Empire, Ameer of
Ameers, Hero of the Empire, Tiger of the
Country, Mazhmud Ahmeed Cawn, the brave
Tiger of War, the Commander in Chief of the
Forces glorious by Viftory; the Tiger of
Hiod, mighty in Battle,

F3 And
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And in the timg of the Waga Magarree of
the leaft of the domeftics\of the Court of Glo-
ry and Majefty Sooklaal.

This was written, the command (above) was
pafled, that Colonel Clive, an European, be
favoured with a Munfub of the rank of 6000
and 5000 horfe, and the title of <« Flower of
¢ the Empire, Defender of the Country, the
¢ Brave firm in War.,” This was entered the
goth day of Rebbeafance, in the 4th year, ac-
cording to the original Yaddaht.

FORM
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NUNSER IV

1758.

Tranflation of ¢ Perwannab (or Order) from the
Nabob Shujah Ulmulk Hoffum o’ Dowla
Meer Mahmud Jaffier Cawn Bahdr Mohabut
Sung, o the Honourable Prefident and Council.

E it knowh to the nobleft of merchanss,

the Englith Company, That whereas the
Glory of the Nobility, Zubdut Ulmulk Nef-
feera Dowla Colonel Clive Subat Jung Behadr,
has been honoured with a Munfub (or title) of
the rank of 6oco and 5000 herfe from the Im-
perial Court, and has exerted himfelf, in con-
junétion with me, with thc moft fleady at-
tachment, and in the moft frenuous manner,
in the protection of the imperial territories;
in recompence thereof, the Pergana (or county)
of Calcutta, ¢. belonging to the Chu&@a (or
jurifiiétion of Hughiley, &% of the Sircar
Sauntgaum, &' (or treafury) dependant en
the Calfa Shereefg and Jagueer, amounting to
twe hundred and twenty-two thoufand nine
hundred aod fifty-cight 8 R& and fomething

more,
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more, conferred by the Dewannee Bunnud (ot
King’s Lord Treafurer of the province) on the
Englith Company, as their Zemindsree; cem.
mencing from the menth Poos, (or Decernfier)
in the eleven hundred and fixty-fourth year of
the Bengal ftyle, from the half of the feafon
Rabbee Soofcanneel, in the cleven hundred and
fixty-fifth year of the Bengal ftyle, is appointed
the Jagueer of the glory of the nobility afdres
faid. It behoves you to look upon the above-
written perfon as the lawful Jagueerda ‘(or
Lord) of that place; and in the fame manner
as you formerly delivered in the due rents of
the government, according to the Kifsbundee,
(or written agrecment) into the treafury of
the court, and the Jagueer taking a receipt
under the feal of the Drogha (or Rcé:civgr.
General) and Muthreef, and Treafurer ; now
in like manner you are regularly to deliver to
the above-mentioned Jagueerdar the rents, -ac-
cording to the ftated payments, and receive
a receipt from the aforefaid perfon. Be punc.
tual in the firi®t execution of this writing,

Wijeen
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Wirigten the firlt of Zecksida 64 fun (or year)
of the reign.
It is paffed. (The Nabob’s mark.)
N.B. Enadorfements,
(The Royran’s figning. )
D H
Copicd in the books of entered in the
books of the Huzzoor, the Dewannee,
the 1t of the 11t of the Mohurrum, the
6th fun (or year) of the reign, the Mo~
burrum, the 6th of the reign.

N.B.
Signed by the Dewannee
Pcﬂxl’;er,qr Accomptant
Secretary. N.B.
. Signed by the Nabob Moon.

Explanation of the Terms sfed ip Colomel Clivc’s
Perwannab for bis Jagueer.

JPearcoganab, . A warrant, or a letter from any
perfon in a fuperior Bation to 2 dependant,

Mafel, A dgucy. |
Calfs Sheresf, The office in which all the

, Lands affigncd Ry the King for the

on.
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maintenance of a Munfubdar, or contradiftines
tion to the Calix. It fignifies the revenues ap-
propriated to the ufe of the Subahdre and -his
family.

Dewannee, The Dewan is the King’s ageht
for the colleGtion of his revenues.

Rebhse, The year in all public regifters is
divided into two feafons, the onc called Khe-
rief, which comprehends the months of Affin,
Cartie, Aghun, Poos, Maug, Phagum ; the
other Cheif, Byfaac, Int, Affar, Sawun, Bha-
dun, The latter half of the feafon Relba
commences 1t of the month Affar, on the
12th of Junc, from which time the Jagueer
aakes ‘plate. ’

Hifsbundee, A contraét from the acquittance
of a debt by ftated payments.

Hszzoor, Literally the prefencej applied by
way of eminence to the Nabob’s coyrt,

Hofkancel, 1 have not had time to infonyn my-
felf of the exact meaning of this word, but be.
lieve it to be the name of the prefent year, the
regifters of this empire accounting 3 perpesal
sevolution of twelve years, cach of whick is¢hif.
ferently named.

7 Azt
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A Lerrer to Rosser Crive, Efg,
$1IR,

UR moft ferious attention has been de»
voied to the commands of our Ho-
nourable Employers ger Hardwick, pamiog a
rouwion, of Governoss for the future manage-
ment of their affairs at this fettlement ; apd hav,
ing duly weighed the natwre of this regulation,
with all #ts areending conlequences, a fingere
contvilion of its being, dn our prefent fituation
sod rirqumftances, tepugnant to the true inte.
saft of our Hopowrsble Mafiers, and the wel;
fase of the fettlement in general, obliges us,
(though with the utmoft refpe& and deference)
tor bofieye, that had our Employers been ap-
prized of the prefent flate of their affaipy in
¥his kiagdom, they would have plaged the. pre~
ﬁ?mﬁlup in fome one perion, ss the clearclt
and #ufieft method of ‘conducting their con-
cﬁm, 23 well a3 preferving and maintaining
!M'thmdmﬂmtbehm happy revolu.
tic iufs given us with the'Soubsh of thefe pros
; ‘on which influence, at the poefent pee

the intercft and welfare of the Compuny
dependg
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deperids in the higheft degree at this fettlemens,
The difficulties we may be lisble to by a ro-
tation in the executive part of goveniriiént, with
its confequences, are fufficiently obvions in edr
prefetit ftate of affairs: we will, however, menp
tion only a few points. The treaty with the
Nabob not perfeted in all its branches ; &
poffeffions of the lands incomplete ; the fetties
ment in no pofture of defence ; the French cohe
fiderably reinforced with military and a fleet
their defigns with refpe@ to Bengal hitherto
unknown ; and the impoffibility of :mpﬁ.'ﬁihg a
proper idea of this divided powet in the minds
of the Soubah and others of this kingdem, who
Have at all times been accuftomed rothe povern.
fhent of a fingle perfon. A little refle@ion wilt
introduce many more, and clearly evihce H&&
neceflity of thiy addrefs.

The gentlemen notninated Goverfidrs, #n the
Hondureble Company’s commands gor Hard-
Wick, Have the higheft fenfe of fratitude for
the "hondur conférred on them by eur Eifly
ployens in their appoimtment, Bt et th
felves it du’ty bound, at this jun@ure of
to wave all perfonal honours and adva
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and declare, as their fentiment, That a rotation
in the executive part of government, for the
foregoing reafons, would be extremely prejudi-
cial to the real intereft of the Company; in
which opinion we unanimoufly concur, and
Judge it for the welfare of pur Honourable Em-
ployers, and of the fettlement in general, to
deviate in this inflance from the comumands of
pur Honourable Mafters, and fix the Prefident-
hip in a fingle perfon, till we hear further from
Earope.

Your being named as head of the General
Committee, (in the letter of the 3d of Au-
guit lafkt) eftablithed at that time for conducting
the Company’s affairs in Bengal; your eminent
Services, abilities, and merit, together with your
Supetior weight and influence with the prefent
“Soubah and his officers, are motives which have
great force with us on this occafion, and all
£onchr in pointing out you as the perfon beft
#ble fo. reader our Hon. Employers neceflary
Sepwice at this jun&ture, dll they fhall make

tir further pleafure known, by the appoint-

o of a Prefident for their affairs here.

Thefe
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Thefe reafons urge us to make you an offer
of being Prefident of the Company’s affairs in
Bengal, till a perfon is appointed by the Ho-
nourable Company ; and we flatter ourfbives
you will be induced to accept of our offer, from
your wonted regard to the intereft of -our Ho-
nourable Employers, and zeal for the welfareof
their affairs, which, we doubt not, you are, as
well as ourfelves, convinced will be much pre-

judiced by a fotation in the executive part of
government.

We wait your reply, and have the homour
to be,

SIR,
Your moft obed. and moft humb. Servauts,
Wm. Watts.
Fort William, C, Maminghem.
26th Fume, 1758, Rich. Beecher.
M. Colletr.
W. Mack=te.
Tho. Boddam.
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Mudls ont of the Court Bovks 8f the Eaft-Indis
Company.

T 2 Comt of DireCtore held, on Wed-
nekiay, Febreary 6, 1734, Minutes of
thet Comrpittee of Correfpondence, dated the
gth inflant, beie read, it was unanimoutly.
Refolved, "That 4 fword fer with diamonds,
to the vaiue of 500}, be prefented by the Court
o Capts Robert Clive, 23 a token of their
tteemn for him, and fenfe of his fingular Ser-
vices to the Company upon the coatt of €oro-
mandel,

At a general Court held on Wednefday, De-
cember g4, 1757, on a motion, and the quettion
bilag put, it was

Ryfebwed, That the Thanks of this General
Court, be given to Lieutenant Colonel Robert
Clive, for his eminent and fignal fervices to this

Comnpany

At a general Court held on Wednefday,
Seft. 84, 1760, the Chairman from the Court
of i Dire®ers informed this Court, that fuch

impor-
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important fervices had been rendered to the
Company in the Eaft-Indies by Vice-Admiral
Pocock, and the Colonels Clive and Lawrence,
as appeared from the accounts formerly Infd
before this Court, and lately received, to de-
mand fome farther marks of the Court’s fenfe
thereof than had been already c*rcﬂ'ed; and
moving the Court thereupon, it was on the
queftion

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this
Court be given to Vice-Admiral Pocock, Co-
lonel Robert Clive, and Colonel Stringer Law.
rence, for their many eminent and fignal fer-
vices to this ComBany.

And another motion being made,

Ordered, That the Chairman and Deputy-
Chairman, wait vpon thofe Gentlemen, and
acquaint them with this mark of this Court’s
great regard for their fervices.

And_ another bcing made, it was on ghe
quettion

Refitved wnamimoufly, That the Chairman and
Deputy, when they wait upon Vioc-Adnfmt
Pocock, Colonel Clive, and Colonel Law

G will
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will defice thofe Gentlemen to give their con-
faot that their Portraits, or Statues, be taken,
inorder to be placed in fome confpicuous parts
of this Hopfe; that their eminent and fignal
fervices to this Company may be ever had
18 remembraace.

NUM-
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NUMBER I,
€Capy of the Company's Letier to Colonel Crivy,
dated March 8, 1758.

Sin,

UR fentiments of gratitude for the

many great fervices you have rendered to
this Company, together with the thanks of the
General Court, have been hitherto conveyed
thro® the channel of our general letters, bot
the late extraordinary and unexpe@ted revolu.
tion in Bengal, in which you had fo great s
thare of action, both in the Cabinet and the Field,
metits our more particular regard ; and we do
accordingly embrace this opportunity of re-
turning you our moft fincere and hearty thanks
for the zeal, good conduc, and intrepidity,
which you have fo emuently exerted on this
glonous occafion, as well as for tbe great and
Johd advantages refuluing therefrom to the Eaft-
India Company.

We carneftly with your health may permit
your centinuance in India for fuch further term
as will give you an opportunity of fccu}ing
the foundation you have laid, as likewife to
give your affiftanoe in putting the company’s

G 2 Mcreantie
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Mercantile and Civel Affarrs on a proper and ad-
vantageous footing, upon the plans now tranf-
mitted.

For this purpofe, as well as in confideration
of your eminent fervices, we have appointed
you, Gevernor and Prefident of Fort William in
Bengal, and its dependencies, 1n the manner
wieationed 1n the General Lerter by this con-
veyance; to which we have annexed an addi-
tiona} allowance of One Thoufand Pounds a
year, as a teftimony of our great regard fos
you. We are,

Your leving Friends,
Lonpox, Mazch 8,

1758.
John Dorrien, John Payne,
G. Steevens, Lau, Sulivan,
Charles Chambers, ] Raymond,
John Browne, Chnif. Burrow,
M. Weftern, M. lmpcy,

Hen. Hadley, John Manthip,
Timothy Tulhe,  Tho’. Phipps,
Cha'. Gough, John Raymond,
Tho'. Saunders, Rob. Jones.
o the Hem. Robert Clive, Efy;
" NUMSB.
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NUMBER IL

Company’s General Letier to Bengal, dated
March 8, 1758.

Paragraph ¥ N our Letter of the 3d wnftant, we
the 23d. X Jamented the fituation of the many
unhappy people who had loft their property oa
the capture of Fort William, and had no re-
lief from the treaty concluded with the late
Nabob; in compaffion ro their fufferings we
recommended your applying to him on therr
behalt for rehief, if you had the lealt probabi-
hty of fucceeding. It 1s with grear pleafure
we find, that the late happy revoluton and
your care, have produced what we had very
licle reafon to expect from the Jate Nabab.
A grant from the prefent Nabob of fuch
large fums to make good the loffes of the fe-
veral inhabitants, as we are fatished are much
more than fufficient to indemnify them, even
with intereft thereon.  Altho’ the Nabob gives
the company a crore of rupees, yer when the
immenfc expence of marrtaining the feitle-
ment at Fuita, the miltary chaiges of our
woops from Fort §t. George and Bombay, and

G 3 the
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the hazard thofe Prefidencies have been ex-
pofed to by drawing them off from thence,
the charges of fortifications and rebuildings,
replacing ftores, increafe of our garrifon, the
lofs of a feafon’s inveftments, if not more, and
many other obvious particulars are taken into
the account, it will appear that the Company
will fill be confiderable fufferers: It is highly
rezlonable therefore, if the feveral inhabitants
are paid out of the money flpulated in the
treaty with the Nabob for that purpofe, the
full amount of ther rifpective lofles, together
with interet thereon, that all the furplus thould
be applied to the Company’s Ufe.  We fhall
expect to hear you have adled in this manner,
and that fuch furplus has been accordingly de-
pofited in our cath; and we dire&t that you
obferve this as a 1ule for your condudt, in the
diftribution of any further fums of money on
this account. We do nut intend by this to
break in upon any (ums of money which
have been given by the Nabub to particular
perfons by way of fice gift or gratuity for their
fetvices, it is the furplus of the foms we mean
which arc agreed 1o be paiel by the Nabob in

the
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the sth, 6th, and 7th articles of the treaty with
him. It is thought proper here to acquaint
you, that fuch furpluffes, whatever they are,
we propofe to expend 1 fuch manner, as wilt
tend to the general uality and fecurity of the
fecelement, they are therefore to be referved
for our farther orders - And you are hereby
direGted to tranfmit us, for our information,
exalt accounts of every perfon’s lofs, whether
Englith or other inhabitants, on the late cap-
ture of Fort William, and what has been paid
to each of them in parucular, by way of in-
demmnification for the fame, out of the moneys
granted by the Nabob for that purpofe.

Trauflation
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Tranflation of a Tiealy between the Nabob Meer
Mahmud Coflin Cawn and tbe Company.

Compnny's) Meer Mahmud )
Seal. Coffin Cawn Bahader

WO treaties have been written of the

fame tenor, and reciprocally exchanged,
containing the articles undermentoned, be-
tween Meer Mahmud Coflin Cawn Bahader,
and the Nabob Sheemfo Dowla Bahader, Go-
vernor, and the reft of the Council for the Af-
fairs of the Englifh Company, and during the
life of Meer Mahamud Coffin Cawn Bahader,
an:! 1oc duration of the fatories of the Fng-
hth Company n this Country, this agreement
fhall remain in force.  Gob 1s witnels between
us that the following arucles fhall in no wife:
be infringed by eicher party.

Zriicle 1. The Nabob, Meer Mahmud Jaf-
fier Cawn Bahader, fhall continue in pofleflion
of his dignites, and all afairs be tranfacted in
his name, and a funable income be allowed for
his expences.

Art. 1. The Neibut of the Subadarne of
Bengall, Azemabad, and Onxa, (& fhall
be conferred by his Excellency (the Nabob)

on
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on Meer Mahmud Coflin Cawn Bahader; he
fhall be vefted with the adminiftration of all
affawrs of the provinces, and, after %his Excel-
lency, he fhall fucceed to the Government.

Are. Tl Betwixt us, and Meer Mahamud
Coffin Cawn Bahader, a fium friendfhip and
union is eftablithed ; his enemies are our ene-
mues, and lus friends are our friends.

At W. The Evropeans and Talingas of
the Enghith army, fhall be ready to affift the
Nabob Meer Mahamud Coffin Cawn Babader,
in the management ‘of all affairs; and, in all
affairs dependant on him, they {hall exert them-
felves to the utmoft of their abilities.

Art. V. o all charges of the Company,
and of the {nd army ard provinces for the
filled, &e. the lands of Burdwan and Mi-
napoor, and Chittagaum fhall be afligned, and
funnuds for that purpofe fhall bewritten and
granted : the Company 15 to ftand to all lofles,
and recetve all the profits of thefe three coun-
tries; and we will demand no more than the
three aflignments aforefaid.

Art. VI One half of the chunams pro-
duced at Silet for three years, fhall be pur-

chafed
6
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chaled by the Gomaftah of the Company from
the people of the Government, at the cufto-
mary rate df that place. The tenants and in-
babutants of thofe diftricts fhall receive no in-
jury.

Are. VII.  The ballance of the former tun-
caw fhall be paid according to the kiftbundee
agreed upon with the Royroyans; the jewels
which have been pledged fhall be received back
again.

Art. VIIL - We will not allow the tenants
of the Sircar to fettle in the lands of the Eng-
hih Company ; neither fhall the tenants of the
Company be allowed to fettle 1n the lands of
the Sircar,

Are. 1X.  We will give no prote&tion to the
dependants of the Sircar in the lands, or in
the falorics of the Company; neither thall any
protection be given to the dependants of the
Company in the lands of the Sircar; and
whofoever fhall fly to either party for refuge
fhall be given up.

Art. X.  The meafures for the war or peace
with the Shah Zada, and raifing {upplies of
mopey, and concluding boi thefe points, fhsil

be
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be weighed in the feale of reafon, and wnat-
ever is judged expedient fhall be put in execu-
tion ; and 1t fhall be fo contrived, by the joint
Counfellors, that he be removed from this
country, nor fuffered to get any footing in it:
whether there be peace with the Shah Zada or
not, our agreements with Meer Mahamud
Cawn Bahader, we will (by the Grace of God)
inviolably obferve#as long as the Englith-
Company faGories continue in this country,
Dated the yyth of the month Jeffer, in the
year 1174 of the Hegira,

(S1gn manual of Mcer Mahamud Coffin
Cawn.) This was fealed on the 18th
of the month of Jeffer, wn the eleyen
hundredth and 74th year of the Hegi-
ra, and the propofals are agreed to.

FINTIS



