)\PROPRIEMRS :
\. "'/ ‘ \‘ O F -t 4
"". . o : .-

I
Egss-r INDMS ocx,
bl }.Ipap the Queftion to be ballotted for on ;
B B Tnhmuf the 23d Day. or a:m.h, 3
; ' for hr'mtmg to lor CrLive . C 4
N hreo hundn d Thoufand
¥ ! unds
” Q-/‘r ‘7‘?/ /:’7/&"‘ M/ 2/
‘ ' e g 4 et'»'\h . .
1)[{ % ’ (‘ -

s 2N " 5
5 . | : T O

3" "LONDON: _

." E
Ir u." for \"\ hlcm.:., at the I’*lpcrﬂ\ml
\Ad '; *, Paul ‘s ( :rtird Xa:d

‘.

D(.(.ju)n i1,




; » ;
v fant, a motion was made for’ zeanting,
" out.of your property, thirty thoufund pounds
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N tpc quarterly court of the Eaft In-
dia Company, held on the 17th in-

a yean for ten years certan, which is equal
ah value to a fum of 302,000l A ballot was
demanded upen this queflion by nn& Pro-

ﬂncmrb, as 1t 15 to be taken at \Icrcll ant-

Taylors Hall on Tuefday next.

. 4 =t

A\é this is 2 meafure not only of the moft

ferious confequence, but alfo moft alarm-

ing, as to the manner in which it is at-

- B tempted



Sy

’ \ ‘

-6 )* 7’8
temptgd to be carried through, 1 thought*
sit my duty to expole to my fellow Pro-
prlclnr& in 2« diflinet a manner 35 the hur ry 2

*of the gpema wowld permit, the refleg-
tions "ush.th have occured to me upon it,
hoping that they awill induce every man

¢ who values his own interet}, and has tht -«

general good of the Company at heart, to
give his att ndance at the ballot, to nppul"c
thiv fhancful delap &ation of the Lcw

* nies fuud, and difappoint the (efifh views

of thote men who are thus liberal of yor
property for their oW 2nds, even fao, at a* -
time when the night to the very a».quiii-
tion, out of which this enormous fum o‘
30c,000l, iy def: mdcd for Lord CMve, s :
conteited with 1s; and’ no man cap yet
pofitively fy, v.hu.u in mnic,qucncc of
the mfolutions of P—t, he may ever be
benefiged one thilling by all Lis Lord(hip's
boafle& forvices. .

r

But, before 1 entagnto a difcuffion of
thic merits of Lurd.Cm&mhous, let
me fuggeft, that this rath and.pfco.’pitatc
meafure, iato which you are artempted 10"
be hurricd, may have confequences of *a

y very
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* very difagreable nature; for there arg many
gentlemen among your own number, men
of snowled: and alulity, who are of opi-

; mon that it is not in thy Juave sof tbt. ma-
'Lwl" vithe voters, cither at a gensral conrt
or Tw‘ ballat, to gwe away the property of
their fellow Propricturs, and that fuch a
gitt is veid in law.

The vores of the majerity of an incorpo-
rated body, may, no doubt, regulate the
ordigare management of affairs, they may
aNo fetthe by compromife or arbitration,
doubrful tlUC“i“]l‘ at Law 5 but, i order to
gmve away the undoubted property of the
(nmpm}, the confent of eadry fingle Pro-
pr:cu.:r feems in law to be I:Lqullxtc.

« If, therefore, this unreafonable and un-
}*rccct.cntcd grant s carricd at the h.!llot,
it kenot to be fuppoled that thofe Lontle-
men will fubmit to it, they will apply for,
redrefs where it beft can be «bramed, cither
to the ordinarg wvurts of juftice, or to the
fupreine Legiflature of Great Dritain ; nay
» has been openly declared as a determined
pityoiv, to feek a remedy by petition to

2 that
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that rcfpc&ablc body ; and how dangcrous
it may prove, in our prefent critical fitua-
tion, to have our rights and managcmcnté
difcuffed by Pi—tt, Ilcave every man 0,
judge. .

I hope the event of the-ballot will prc.-
vent this difagreable neceffity.  The mif=
chicvous C‘onfcqucncec which naturally fol-
low fuch procccdmgq as arc here complained
of, arc fo obvious, that every difintegefted
Proprictor muft fee and oppqfe xg Let ys
only fuppofc, that it thould ccmc about -
hercafter, that a few men, with the over-
grown fortmes of German Comnuﬂ'\ms.
or Indian Governors, fbould poficfs them<'
felves of a large proportion of the Stock,
would it not be in their power to rob the
ref? of the Proprictors, under the cover of
a gcnqa) court, compofed of their own{Plnt.
votes, where, by a violent refolutiog, they
mlight give away to one another, under
various pretences, the greggeft part of that
fund which ought to be :;:m"!b a gene-
ral dividend upon the (ompames Stock, -
In the calc now before us, there are circum-
flances not altogether different from thofe

which
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Whlch I have fuppofed. Tt is s t235, that
the number of fplit votes i v ferve
this jobb, are very conlicialii. | v uns
lefs the real Proprictors do excis thcmicives
in the moft vigorous manner, they wif
certainly be overpowered, their propect.
fhamefully lavifhed away, and the means
of redrefs become very ditiicult, and per-
haps impracticable, .

Let us now confider the fpecious pretence
for this wondgrful benevolence, It is faid
that the ‘L'Dmp.m}-’ owe to Lord Clive the
great acquifitions lately obtained in India,
.and that therefore they cannatabe too libe-
‘ral in rewarding lim. Thofe who argue
thug, are them(clves confeions of the obvi-

ous anfwer which mult accur to every per-
"fon who is acquzinted with the facts:eno

man, no fervant of the public in any coun-
try or any age, ever was {0 liberally rewarrded
as that noble Lord has already been,  Hed
my Lord Clive lived in ancient Rome, ad-
mitting & his pretenfions to be well found-
¢d, he would have been rewarded with a
crdwn of oak and a trinmph ; but to bring
an inftance from our own times, and our
2 3 own
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rough,’ bred up in a court, the companion,
the favourite of three fucceflive Monarchs,
Migifter at l-mmt:,L and General over half
the united armics of Europe, victorious in
ell his aitempts, over the moft powerful'ri-
val of his country, and the moft military
people in the world at that time; this
great man at laft became the object of envy
and profccution ; for having amaffed a for-
tunc of about 12,000 I. per ennum, during
the long courfe of his fcrvices in his coun-
try's caufe.  But our heroe,. frogy a (mell

-

own manners: the great duke of Maﬂba-:'

fortune and obfcure fituation, has been ad-"°

vanced to opulence, dignity and power:
and hardly «wo years have clapied, fince;
shis company, notwuhl\andmg the immenfe

fortune he had before acquired in their fer-

vice, voted to him 30,0001, a year for ten_
years, if he fhould live {o long.

E%.ry Proprictor muft remember the
detlarations of that afpiring nobleman,’
when he obtained this laft t from the
Company, That he would go out to India
on the Company's fervice, without mcm.-
ing to increafe his fortune a ﬁnglc rupgc.
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ﬁnd indeed, gratitude to a Company, in

~ whofe employment he had reared up fo
* . large a fortune, required lhls return at his

hand. "

}-ﬁs letters from India contain the molt

.extravagant proteftations of hisdifintereted-

nels, and his great contempt for money, at
the fame time that his friends here requeft
2 grant from the Company of no lefs a fum
than 300,00cl. They tell us, as an ar-
gument for this demand, that he has left
his famtl# and rifqued his life, for the
Comp:my .But furely a voyage to India,
hich is no new thing to his |ordfhip, can
with no propriety be called rifquing his life.
And it is acknowledged, that fince he left

"us, he has encountered no dangers of a

Hhigher kind—having never yet feen the
face of an enemy. A feparation from his
Tamﬂy for two years, in order to fervesthe
Company, to whom he owes every thing,
does not appear to intitle him to this en-
ofmous accumulated reward, which is with
-{blittlc dectncy now demanded. We are
t1d; as another argument for thig grant,
that his lordfhip intends to beilow amcmgﬁ

his
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his friends and favourites in India alk ﬂli.-
money which may come into his pofiefiion
there ; and that he is to return home not 4 -
thilling richg than he went away.

The partifans and abjeét flatterers of his
lordfhip may, if they pleafe, give credis
to fuch declarations; but if they were®
truc, what pretence does this afford to de-
mand from the Company fo immenfe a fum,
merely to enable him to be profufe to his
creatures and dependents ; which, in effedt,
the Company, by this reafoning, are to vote
for thele favourites of his, whofc names
and whofc fervices are equally ‘unknown to
the Proprittors. . 2l

This affe@ation of generofity in his lord- ,
flip is too thin a difguifc, not to be feen_
through. He pretends to give away, to a
fet of dependents in Afia, confiderable (ymsy
that he may have a pretence for demanding .

iffinitely more from the Proprictors at
home ; and the Company are to pay back
ten-fold to him the money which he pre-
tends to have unneceffarily diftributed tohis
followers abroad.

IﬂuIl
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:.;"‘! «fhall now cndeavour to make an efti<
tnate of the prefent fituation of my lord
~ Clive with refpect to fortune, that the Pro-
“prictors may judge how far he is an obje&
of their compaffion, that they fhould thus,
charitably grant to him a yearly penfion
gqual to 2 per cent. on their whole capital
Ttock, before they have divided from their
laft acquifitions one farthing among thcm-

felves, ~

His lordfhip's cftate already in
England, which he intircly
owes o4 his being employed
in the fervice of this Company,
may be computed at no lefs per .
- thalt Te = wva = & LO30,000
»  His jaghire, which he holds for
life, is - -« - = - - 30,000
_His falary and emoluments, as
governor of Bengal, are, at
* laaft, (befides his extraordinary -
«  expeneesintheficld) - - - g,00p
“His profits from the monopoly of

falt, beetlenut, and tobacco, not
Jes than, - - - - - - 26,000
L —

W al, per annum - - - 35,000
X e Al
SR 1
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All this, befides the prefents which it s na/

tural to prefume he muft reccive, and

which, to a certain extent, he may law- =

fully receive, notwithftanding the co-
syenants.

In the foregoing ftate, the article of mox
nopoly is of fo curious and extraordinary a
nature, that it merits a particular ex-
planation. .

Salt, beetlenut, tobacco, opium, &e¢. arc
in India confidered as the abfelute néccl:-
faries of life: the trade on thefe articles is,
therefore, very extenfive, and thc revenucs
anﬁng from thence conﬁdr.rablc to the (o-
vereign. We contrived, by a treaty with
Meer Jafhier in 1764, to fecure this trade
iptirely to ourfelves.  The Directors dif:
approved of this, as productive of a thou-
tand diforders, and exprefsly ordered lord

Clive, in concert with the NaboB, to fettle *

it on a more free and equitable footing.
My lord Clive no fooner arrived in India,
than, in direét contradi@ion te his mﬁrln-
tions, he changed the trade from bad “to
worfe, and, inftead of leaving it cxcl.g&ey
in

!
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i fhe hands of all the Englith, he reduced
it to a vile monopoly among a few friends,

~ and hc!pcd himfelf to a fifth fhare. 1know

this is a chau'ge fo home and of fo heavy a
nature, that it will ftartle many an honeft
man, who never before viewed his lord-
thip's conduct in fo bad a light. But to
fhew them how much I am warranted in
what I advance, I will give them an extra&
of a letter from the prefent Direétors them-
felves to lord Clive, dated 19th February
1766. They fay, * We muft and do con-
“ fider what you have done (viz. in the
« affair of monopoly) as an exprefs breach
¢« and violation of our orders, and as a de-

24 termined refolution to facrifice the in-

“ tereft of the Company, and the peace
* of the Country, to lucrative and felfih

« views.” Fellow Proprictors, you are
riow to vote 300,000l to this man, whom
your Dircétors deem to have facrificed the
,interefts of the Company to felfifh viewd

In the 28th paragraph of this letter they
add, «“ We do pronounce that every fer-
o tanj concerned in that trade, ftands guilty

C 2 + ¢ of

1

A
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#¢ of a breach of his covenants with us, and/
¢¢ of our orders.”

-
"
-

Direétors,” are you to reward, with
30,000 L. a year, the fetvant who broke
the coyenants which he voluntarily “ac-
cepted himfelf, and, with the moft impla¥,
cable zeal, impofed on other men?

T now appeal to the judgment of every
impartial man, whether the above appoint-
ments and emoluments are not ample tefti-
monies of the Company's profafe dlfpoﬁ-
tion, and might, as one would think, be
fufficient o fatisfy the avarice of one who
was not born to a fortune of 5ool a year.

Every perfon does admit that his lord-*
fhip bas been fully and compleatly re-
warded for the fervices which he per-
fotmed to this Company, before his lat
voyage to India; and it is fiefh i in the me-
mory of every one that he himfelf declared,
before his jaghire was voted, that he ex-
pected no further reward for*the fervices
which he might perform upon his return

to
il
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sdo 'that country, for the third time; and
here it may be proper to confiders what
* ~ thefe fervices have tsuly been,

That the Company's Stock is become
much more valuable than it was, is true;
and it is the common opinion, that this
Jhas been entirely owing to lord Clive. No
Gpinion, however, can be more erroneous,
Every enemy of the Company was fubdued
before the arrival of thk hero in India;
and a treaty actually concluded, by which
the, Company obtained a revenue of 6o
lack, or 800,0001. for the maintenance
and fupport of their military eftablithment,

o befides ngar 300,00c l. yearly more from
Banares ; fo that at liis lordthip's arrival in
Bengal, he found the country in a ftate of
perfect tranquillity, and the Company in
poflfefion of an income of 140 lacks, pr
about one million feven hundred and fifty

t!loﬁfand. pounds ; viz, .
Lacks.,

Former conceffions - - = 6,000,000
Monthly allowance for the troops 6,000,000
Province ofsBanares - - - 2,000,000

- ————— ————

14,000,000
k Thefe
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Thefe large foms were acquired to the'y
Compiny by the good conducét of their for-.
vants, civil and military; whofe names have -,
hitherto, moft unaccountably, been allowed
to remain in oblivion. Had the affairs of
the Company remained upon this footing, I
do aver, that the Proprictors would have,
found themfelves in a better fituation than °
can be expected in confequence of any of
the propofitions now offered to govern-
ment. [ thefc propofitions fhould be
accepted, of which we have no certainty ;
had his lordthip contented himfelf with
the advantages claimed by that treaty,’
there is not the leaft reafon to fuppofe that
governmenf would bave interfered with
our acquifitions. The Jaft grant being only
a fum for'maintenance of our military efta-
blithment, it was impoffible that govern-
ment could have made any demand fora
share of it; and our former acquifitions-
had'been enjoyed, for many years,.without
belng challenged ; fo that upon the footing *
of that treaty made by Mr. Spencer, the
Proprictors would have obtained 20 per
cent, dividend out of the revenues, after
paying all military charges, 7ﬁdcs “the

whole
1
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Nidle profits of theic fmde. But she

boafted treaty of lord Clive will not, upon

.the footing of any’of the propolitions of-

fered to government, yield a dividend of
15 per cent. over and above the profits
of the trade; and thercfore the Company
has, in reality, received no real benefit

“from lord Clive's proceedings, but have

begn thereby involved in the moft difagree~
able altercation with the Jegiflative power
of this country, to which the wifeft man
cannot fee an end. Muft not, therefore,
evety impartial perfon agree with me, that
his lordfhip has already reccived a moft
ample reward for thefe unfruitful fervices.

»" Every man, who knows the fituation in

which our affairs ftodd in India when his
lordthip arrived, will declare, that any en-
fign or writer of the Company cduld, in
confequence of an order from the governor
and council, have obtained the fame grant
of the duanny, which his lord(hip procurcd
and there was neither merit nor ditficulty
in obtaining it. A grant had becn offered
pf this duasny as early as the year 1767 ;
Bt the Company's fervants abroad refufed

to accept pf it; and their reafond were
ftated,

—
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ftited, and fént home to the Court of DE
rectors, where they met with the fulleft
approbation ; and the Proprictors may; at
the firft General Court, call for thefe rea-
fons, and the reply of the Dire@ors which
approved of them ; f{o that the great nierit
afcribed to lord Clive, upon account 05
obtaining that grant, appears to have no’
fort of foundation, fo far as the Proprietors
are concerned ; and we cannot be at a lofs

. to guefs at thc motives of the Diretors
(who are known to be perfons nominated

by lord Clive) for concealing, from *the
publick the advantageous treaty, alrcady
mentioned, concluded by governor Spencer,

— and his council, before his lordthib arrived,
= which leads the Progrietors to think, and
2 indeed it'is generally imagined to this day,
%that cvery thing has been owing to his
lordﬂnp whereas the diret contrary* is

&lhc fact,

= g
S "If it is pretended that losd Clive has any'
Cj. claim to this enormous fum of 390,000 L
on account of the grant he hag of his j jag-,
hire ; I anfwer, that it was dcmonﬁnted.r

to the-conviction of all mankipd, by the

ey
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¥erykble anfwer to his lordfhip's printed
. letter, publithed in 1764, that his right to
: that jaghire was deftitute of fouindation.
"Tis true, he did obtain the opinion of a
learned counfellor, his particular friend,
favourable to that right; but I am affured
that no other gentleman at the bar did
then, or does now, entertain fuch an opi-
nion. It has further been gverred, in a
prinied letter to the Propretors, not con-
tra_di&cd, that there was a nullity in the
grant which would have appeared from
the face of the writings, and would have
Bten known to every Proprictor, had thefe
writings been fairly laid before them, and
.*not partially printed at the end of his
. lordfhip’s letter. Tmnflations of thefe
papers, tran{mitted from India, ale now
in the hands of the Direétors; and from
them every Proprictor may (atisfy himfclf
with refpeét to the nullity. 1 any pro-
. pofition, therefore, was to have been made
; with l::{i'pcu.‘.t to this jaghire, the i’roprie:
tors realon to expedt, that it would
have been for an enquiry into the validity
ofethe original grant, in order to recal the
confent wh{ch the Proprietors hade been
D haftily
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hattily led to give in favour of his louf'
fhip three years ago, by an erroncous pub-
lication of the titles. This jaghire his
lordfhip has already enjoyed for ten years:
it was obtained at a time, and in a man-
ner, which has expofed his reputation to
many remarks; and the propofition noly
made, is for continwing it to him for near

twenty years more, .

If there could be a time more peculiarly
improper than any other for making a pro-
pofition of this fort, it is the prefeng,
when the Company’s right to their whole
acquifitions has been called in queftion by,
the fupreme legiflative power, and the dé-
cifion altogether tuncertain : when the
Company owes debts to the amount of
more than a million in England, and their
creditor? “prefling for payment; befides
1.800,000 1. due upon their intereft bonds,
beyond what is due to the Coampany by*
government : when an encreafe of di-
vidend of no more than 64,000 1. was fo
lately oppofed by the Court «of Direéorgs,
on account of the embarraffed circuln-
ftancés of the Company's ai?c.irs: when

4 the
A~ -

b
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* aheg Directors have {0 lately applied to his
“Majefty’s minifters for leave to borgow a
million to pay off the moft preffing of their
creditors :  when it app-ars, by accounts
delivered into parliament, that the Com-
pany have expended during the war, no
lefs than four millions flerling, which is
Jot yet reimburfed. In this fituation of
the Company's affairs, to propofc a grant,
of @o lefs than ;00,000 L. in favour of the
moft opulent man perbaps in this king-
dom, muft appear to all impartial men as
the moft impudent and indecent party-job
Jhat has been attempted in this or any
other age.

We have been told a great deal of the
favings which lord Clive has made for the
Company, by reducing the batta allowed
to the Company’s officers in Indm ; and in-
deed the affairs of the company rcqu:rcd
an exertion of aconomy. But this fagng,
Jam well informed, does not amount to
zo,oool a-year; and, in order to obtain
it, his loedfhip has actually put to the ha-
.zard the whole of our new acquired pof-
{effiens ; for this batta is fo ncccﬂ'ar) for

D2 the
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the comfortable fubfiftance of the offfoets
abroad, and they have been fo long ac-
cuftomed* to receive §t, that it is fll -
uncertain whether “an univerfal revolt may
not be the confequence of their diffatif-
faction. It is furprifing that his lord-
thip, who thopght the Company's affais
required the rifquing their whole poffef-
fions to fave about 20,000l. yearly of
batta, fhould now make 2 demand of
30,0-0l. yearly, to be granted to himfelf
and his perfonal reprefentatives.

The glaring partiality whic.h_ has beeff
fhewn in favour of his lordthip, muft have
the moft difagrecable effeé upon the cons *.
du& of every others fervant of the Com-
pany. No notice has been taken of * gene-

ral

e Left it*Mould be objected that 1 have concealed
the reward beitowed on General Lawrence, as forming
a fihag precedent in favour of lord Clivey, I thall here
ghveit in all its force. »

General Lawrence, an officer of approved vaiour and
untivalied abilities, who carried on 3 war for near fif-
teen years in India, againft an Europegn rival, fuperior
ia foree, and furnifhed with infinite refources, who ge-
ftored the Company’s affairs when they were'almoft
defperate, and Jad (be foundation of our military

power

4l



S

.

. ( 25)

" 4gal Lawrence, colonel Coote; colonel Ford,

major Adams, colonel Munro, and Sir Ro-
bert Fletcher, to whofe fervicesd will ven-
ture to fay the Company have been more
indebted than to lord Clive himfelf: no
+ mention is made of grants to be made to
othem, nor even of any acknowledgment
whatever for their gallant behaviour. The
civil fervants of the Company, who laid
the foundation of every t.hmg which has
been lately done in India, have not only
been treated with total negle&, but profe-
cutions, I am told, have been brought
~againft them for prefents reccived at the
time they made the moft advantageous
treaty fos this Company that ever was made
in India. The whole of thefe prefents do
not amount to 120,000 l. and thele fervants
have been loaded with cvery fpecies of
- abufe on that account, by the {ag;e perfans
who applaud lord Clive for having taken
o
. power in .India, came home at laft, old, brokem in
conftitution, and with a very moderate fortune : the
Lompany. @ full reward of his great and faithful fer-
vices, grann:d him an annuity of—not 30,000 |. —
put s00l. for I{fe, and the geaeral thmnked them for

their generolity. 2
to
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to himfelf a prefent of 300,000]. after the
battle.of Plaflcy, and for having fecured to
his private ufe a jaghirq of 30000l at a
time when the Company's affairs required
the aid of that jaghire for their moft ne-
ceflary expences : and the fame men are
now demanding a grant of 300,0001. n. orc
in favour of his lordfhip, when no man
can fay that the Company will reap the
Jeaft advantage by his lordfhip’s late voyage
to India. 2

Fellow Proprictors, it is your bufinefs
not to be led away by the cry of a faction,
Every means has been ufed to depreciate
and undervalue every gentleman who has
done you fervice, in ordcr to exalt one favou-
ritc minipn, and to heap praife and wealth
upon his head : he has not been wanting
1 art to accomplith this; he bas even.
dared to atfack the characters of every ﬁnglc
map employed in your fervice in Bengal,
ip order to induce you to believd that he
alone is fit to be trulled and proper to be
rewarded. He has put himfelf ip pofiefiion
of all yower, both in India gad at home,
and, in orfer to fupport himfelf in. thie

power,
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~ ljament for redrefs.

power, he now endeavours, by means of
fplit votes, o grang away to himfelf another
300,000, of your property; fupported, I
am told, by a late German commiffary,
who paving himfelf fhared largely of the

. pwMfic money, is willing to affift in grant-

ing away yours. And a governor, lately
returned from one of your fettlements
with an immenfe fortune, folely acquired
by prefents, has united Mimfelf to the fame
band. No doubt the noble lord in queftion
will repay the obligation, by obtaining

« grants out of your property in favour of

thefe his able affiftants. . All fhame and all

decency feems to be laid afide : but I hope,

if this Cabal fhall carry their point at the

ballot, that the real Proprictogs of this

Company will apply by petition to Par-
I am, Gcntlcmcn,.

. s Your ﬁumblc Servant, -

An Independent PropPr1 ETOR.
- .

-
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" And here it is obfervable that tife Sea-
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' w or indeed any other:
'ﬁ hf-'a‘m ‘lddu:wh::’hople
by the Condu of a
turcrs; few are the Nations who

- not committed Exceffes of ;hgworﬂ:l(.:
The French did things fhocking to Hu-

manity for tKeir Entertainment, andeif
e can believe the Author of the Civil

Wars of Frawce, Katharine de Medicis,
cen Mother, upon theN:;hof‘ia
of Paris, which was the Eve
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« The burning of the Palatinaté by the
s Orders of Lewss XIV. cannot be
iated by Poltaire himfe)f, nor indeed
c# “the Bombardment of ' Gena, ‘ﬁ
maby other Places; and I “heirti
z:_rhe.coyemouh fent to our Iflands,
r& diftingdifhed by the 'Gocdnefe of
' their Dif] no&bcforelthcy m-
; for by the fupercilions an -
?ﬂ viotir 6f Men in Power, the Af-

of the Minorquins were allienated
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One chlg h
F:‘znlb- Rl g s
Branch of the ou{'e
of Bourb n lﬁ:ended the Throne : The
Court, the Cities, the Army, the Navy,
the Provinces and - Villages tbound with
thedh ; the Governors the diffcrent
Forts, and the Intendants of "the Pro-
incu u'e:oﬁ.ly of that Natmn‘; th;u
rdllery commanded rally by
.mb rs, one of w the Che-
ter de Lage fecond Captain of the
Royal P@.’sp. maintained an En
men®“ againtt five Eng/ifh Ships," op-
ed the Propofal for Striking, when a
ire-fhip was within fifteen Paceg of the
,*Admiral's Ship, and cry'd ont” “ You
““: bave then forgot that T am bere! Upon
*“ which bringing four Guns to btar, he *
“ aimed them {0 fure that every one ‘took
* placé, and in two Minutes the Shig.

“tuokFue and flew in a thoufand
(‘Sbaum'“

: mmnﬁﬂc of Forty-fix
Shlp"‘ﬂ' carrying 3142

. Vd.ﬂﬂ. War 1741, p. 145,

G fix
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“ix, of . thefe S Jchry Guns,
cach of whornh‘p:re equal %
the Royal Anne or the Britannia.

have twenty-two Fri tln!u-"X’!
becks, two Packet-Boats, four
Veflels, four Fire Ships, whd
Gallies. : 3

This Navy if united to the Frepch
would be formidable: but it is not fo
cafys to victual a Fleet as every one
imagin nor will evcr the Frmbhand
Spani y . together;
alwa Jeulousuf cad:odmen?m?‘
any Jon@ion between them will l‘:fcm.
ble ttat of the Dutch with the Britifb
Forces at the Battle of Fontenoy ; tbc'm-
ticnt Aatipathy will, rife in the Breafts
both of the Fremeh and Speniards, note
withftan#ng the Frieod(hip between the *
two Kings, and ‘tis remarkable that after®

¢he ?{ca Engage mdi;foﬁ' Toulon, the Spa-
' ‘mierds complained of not pmpﬂ‘l
fwpported b the French, and bm&& .
charged the Former with bmg

grateful '
© The prcfﬂ;t Difpute apfhe Efeurial %,
w or not Spain by a Neutrality can

prafic If, or ferve the clder Branch
af the Hmfc of Bourbon more effe@ual-

ly,

{
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ly, than ded&-qgwm If the ln-
Provinces as much fiift
A u tho Governor of Catalonia
M de¢ Richlien in his Expedition to
Mbmc, or as the Governor of Cadizx
did® the Commander of the Duke de
Pegthievre and their Crew, 'tis eafy to
' Jee which of the two is moft for the

Tntgreft of England.

At prefent the Connoiffeurs fp much
of dxcpgiecuuon of Mr. Byg?a:nkd tho'
?ﬂ! fi:, wltl‘;ofam a m:l;'slc, but
c, ta ringly of it; yet
eﬂp ﬁ?& Politenefs, and
arc 2 clamtcd wuh their Voltaire, as to
quote him on every Occafion, Ioudly
coudemn the Englifhfor Crwity in po-
General Officers for Want of
. S E which ‘may be entirely owin
10 an in ty and infidt wit
M. Poitaire, in his Hiftory of the War,
xtpmhﬂmman Cuftom, unknowng -
iffian Princes, till introduced fmm 2
thc Turks.
Yo ‘
“However polilggnd humane'the French
* may affe@ to be, yet the Exccution of
Damien will ‘be a Teftimony of theig
Tendernefs being fometimes inq:;ﬁ-
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"AGAiNsT TrHE BILL

FOR RESCINDING THE

*EAST INDIA DIVIDEND,

L
Voted by a Generar CoukT, on the
Sixth of May, 1767; and cqnfirmed by
" threc feveral GeniraL CoUrT§'
Jeld afterwards. N %
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A PRO T ENS T
Die Veneris, 26° j’um'r'. 176.7. <

Contents 50.
. Not Contents 44.

*Diffentient’,

* ECAUSY. tht Bill containing, in appear-
ance, nothing but mactlr of future rg-

gulanon, is fo contrived as to operate retrofpec-

. tively, @nd refcind 2 Diwdend a&ually dedared
by a General Court of the Faft-India Company on
the 6th of May laft, of & ; per cent. for one half
frar, ending at Chrifimas next. 1his was, #in the
argument, avowed to be the principal objecl of
ihc Bill 5 though the bill wfelf dues ot even men-,
tion that a&, or fuggelt any raafon for refcinding
it And we cofieivey that of the mealure had
Dbeen Yubltanually righe, yet this manaer of doing
it, munbecoming the dignity ot Parhament; which
fhou d, in all cales, go openly and direétly to its
object.

A 2 adly,

- 'y
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2dly,* Becaufe this meafure appears to us to
s AN n the RS e Te (06 Qv
being an ex peft fallo law, icinding a
d‘&_wy,inmcn@&dﬁrdwhn
tion and earpeft entreaties to the contrary ; and’
without neceflity or occafion from any confidera-*
tion of private juftice or public utility. =t

' ys Becule, ‘confidering the EaftiIndia Com-
p..f:lf.' a national obje&, and the members of it
as bound to attend to the ntereft of the public, as
well as théir own, the Dividend they had votet,-
.and which is by this Bill to be refeinded, a
to be liable to no objetion | for the only Eﬂ
mlhi&ioaouthe(:o;ggn:l;s er to divide, is,
¢ that the fum total of all the which thep thall
owe, do not exceed the value of the principal or
capital ftock or ftocks, which fhall be and remain
undivided ;” and it appears by the cleareftevidendp,
that the C s effefts are amply fufficient,

of 12,3 is,in that refpe@ ble to
des Per cent. to which this Bill has arlficra-
iy reftrained it.



Dividend regolarly declared 5 the objections
Rty

# sthly, Becaufe 'qu-'nnuwh-'-(ml
mani-
the

‘proceed without an account aétuall
um:hbu: the n!:fofh:hi:m fo

as rolates to the propri the Dividend,

mhnheenfuﬂidcnﬂﬂ ied.  The Di:
in their negotiations with the government,
their declarations at former Courts, had themfelves
m“’pofedfuchamvidmd, and acknow| the
of the Company to make it Pro-
.E@nn. by thefe and other means, had foll rea-
to be (atisfied of that ability. And the accouns
T pronada. i vl Seia
warrane their ings, an ideas

[hq;hmmmﬁmduﬂ’:&edon. :

6thly, Becaufe the Dividend appears to have
En.mcd by a very numerous Court, and fo nearly
nimous; that no ballot was taken, becaufe none
was demanded 3 and rfo ballot was demanded, bes
caufe there was not a competent Aumber of Pgo-
rictors who difapproved the meafure; and. tho’,
or that reafon, the fenfesof the members :
only was taken l:r‘dhddt::gb‘up t;: “hands, 1t :2:
appears to be a y :w
Berate fenfe of the Company 3 having beererectn-
; Tidered at no lefs than three uent Courts, cots

-

‘vuwdfmthepwpdeﬁwmg' the .
‘eafures ro fupport it; at the two ‘wm

votes of the Combany mmukm byare-

JBular® ballot ; and the Di previoofly weted,
was

and uniul: a

To the validi ;: tr:eaﬁ the of
WKM m‘dn Wﬂ?'d-
Je 'was clearly nnlidn&As-lnd if not !ﬂﬂ,m
4 3

FEES
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Bill to gefcind it would be waneceflary, for the a&
d&hvﬁ .‘ & =r :“"..-:
SR it i
. 7thiys every argument to {i
impropricty of dividing 124 apples with
force toa Dividend of 1o per cent. (which the Bi
allows,) and indeed to apy dividend ar all ;. ands
would,. if admitted to be a proper ground forge-
fcinding this Dividend, be equally fo tor refcinding «
every .E)md;nd the Company has ever made, or
Ffohlbiy will ever make. For it is hardly pof-
ible, -that during the exiffence of the Company,
their debts can be alually paid off, or their cath in_
hand fuffice to difcharge thofe debes, and pay a

“Dividend, and at the lame time the trade be car-
ried on to that extent, as will yield to the Com-
pany and the public the moft ample returns. " The
whole argument in favour of the Bill being re®
duced to, thefe two propofitions ; thar the Com-
pany ought to dilcharge its debts before a Divi-
dend can be allowed 1o take place ; and thac a N-
vidend ought 1o be made*upon a calh account ; -
Principles contradicled by, the uniform pradtice of
the Company fiom us commencement,

" * 8thly, Becavfe this Bill cannot be meant for fite
M:’u&m of the C y's creditors, or of
the Proprictord, for it hmable. that the lattes,
as far as they may be fuppafed to underftand, and

~may be permiued to judge of their owa interefls,
entertain, and haye itrepuoully exprefied a ver§

- diffecent fenle of that matter. And as to the Cre-

. it is remarkable, that none of them appear
w0 «called for their moncy 3 nor have any of

m -any petition to this Houfe, or otherwife,
any complaint, or fignified any defire of fuch
an interpofition in their favour. On the contrary,

; : u
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sBondagdim e
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aa cent. at nt
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a pgem' um
appreheafion.

gthly, Becaule a legalluwe interpofition con
trou!mg the Dividend uadu}g ompany, le-
gllly voted and dec by the wn:u
wer of doing it is entrufted, and to whom then:
Ko ground w impute an abofe of that power,
lent “their money to the public upod
thc exprefs ftipulation, that they might exercife
Jthey difcretion with regard to the Dividends, *
proﬂdcd their effects, undivided, were fufficient
to anfwer their debets; is altogéther without ex-
fmpk And, asit tends to leffen the idea of that
ecurity and independence pf the power of the ftate,
which have induced 41l Evrope to depofite their
money in the funds of Great Bfitain, the prece-
dent may be attended with the molt fatal confe-
Juenses to Pusric Crepit. o e
1othly, Becaufe, if aBill reftraining thc future '
¢ Dividend of the Comp;nyfwere pfoper, as has been
' ued, upon any ideas of fixin preventing a
;rag&mmon in the price of their ﬁock that mﬂﬁ‘.
qmm only, that the Dividand lhould be fixed 3
without any reghrd to the quantum of it; and may
be*as well atrained by a Dividend of 1
10 per cent. and confequently affords nofirgument
for the retrofpeive part of this Bidl, or fixing
the foture Dmdcndbdow:hevﬂuof;heﬂock.

. As Buj



s t ..’_ ; .. L

 this s in truth {0 far from being the'teal obje
T e Bt ]
w A ' : :
o Alley,  The, pafios of men wh
y - men
3:_::!1 agitated duﬁngml:be farfimer, in fpecalatii
on the probability of this reftriction being
to expire at the opening of the next feffions of
liament, or being continued further. The i
rant and unwary ate fure to be the dupes of
who have the goad luck 0 be in the fecret, agd

are wicked enough to emplby it to theirown |

ad-
mt:ﬁ. Bt the fal made by the Company,
¢F fubmitting to fml&iun of Dividend at the
rite of 125 per cent. and expending that reftric-
Jton during the remporary agreement, would have
obviated all thofe mifchiefs, and fecared every good.
end, which may have been propofed, but cannot be
artained by this Bill; and fuch reftriftion with
their confent would have been liable to no objece
tions of injuftice or violence., '

1+, Becaufe, if it the opening of the next feffion of
ament, the reftriétion is permitted wo expire,
~ whewbole effedL B the BM; except the mifciiefs ies
» may prdduce, will be the keeping back for four
or five months, fgom the pockets of thofe to whom,
it belongs, a fum of 40,000 |. the difference be-,
tween the Dividend the Company withes, and that
'izh it Is allowed to make by the Bul. This fum
iculoufly difproportioned o gny real

is

of paying off and reducing the Company’s Y
BN "en the, other hand, the reftriftion is then
ta_‘hg“Endmﬂ. and the parliament hencefor-

[
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ces of which it is eafy to conceive, and un-
neceffary to deferibe.

“o12th, Becaule, the aggument in favour of this fi-
mitationy drawn from a fuppofition, thys the Com-
* pany had exceeded their legal power of borro
on their bonds, a to us o be- neither
founded nor conclufive ; it appears on the plain and
expréfs words of the engrafting a, that ‘
shad® 3 power thereby to borrow five millions ;
they have always underftood ; and fo parliament
underftood and declared in a fubfequerit alt. And
we cannot comprehend the juftice, the policy, of
the decorum, of cavilling’ at this icular time,
at the exercile of a power publickly exerted, and
which has come frequently within l.{oe cognizarce,
without incurring the cenfure of parliament;
s oifis’ doubt never wal Rarted hxr:. the
tion feems to arile, not from the Company’s hav-
08 exceeded their power of borrowing
sbut from the neceflity of fuch a fu n
ordu: to find a pretence, however inli R fch:

ﬂlh‘hmitauon. : ”
“13th, Becznfe: the inability of the C
. m.mkc the Dividends 0 . b’dli‘

as

been argued on a fuppofition, that the right to the

territorial acquifitions of the Company, in the Eaft

fadies, is not i that Company, but ia the pobl:':l:
- : '



joftice and*
. ho 3

ﬁu'a highly dangerouto, Yhe ,pmrtyﬁ the"
fubjeét, and exrremely unbﬁoming :
ity of this Houfe, by extrajudicial
all into quéftion the legality of fuch a ﬁo '
and to at, without hearing, as if the Houle had
decided againtt jc. _

14th, Becaufe, the forms of proceeding upon «
this Bill have been contrary to precedent 3 ingu.fmuch
‘as it appears’ by our journals, that whenever a bill,
judicial in its nature, as affecting legal rights and
* private property, has come up from the Com-,
mons, ftating no falts as a ground for that Bill,
orfming facts, ‘the evidence of which does not
pear in the preamble, the invariable prafti
3 this Houfe hds been go defire a conference wit
the other, in order to be ‘Tnformed cither of the
s, or the efdence to fupport fuch faéts (if al-
yon which the Bill was originally framed ;
4t Commons have won like occalions <dpgg
;mtﬂfuuul‘n inflances of this mutu-
al application from one Houfe to the other, appear
in Llollowing'cafcs. viz. Mr. Duncomb’s cafe}
March 1697. Dire&ors of the South Sea Com-
Jpany, A&ubic and Craggs, Joly 1721. S
Fhomas Cooke’s cafe, 1095 Cales of Kally,
. - Plunketr, and bithop of Rocheffer, March 1722,

ge's cafe, April 1729. Robinfon'?lnd.

"s cife, March 1731. Sale of Jord Der-
‘wentwater’s eftates, &c. 1732, Cafeof Sir Rghert
3 Sutton,

L .
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.and others, March 1732, .C f AL
%, and the city-of, Edinburgh, %ﬁu

* g 3th, Becaule ift the procecdings on this
po.Councﬂ was appointed in fupport of the E&
«to ftace the groundg, tq, examine the witneffcs,
.and methodize the'evidence ; for want of which
tl? lords themfelves were obliged to call and exa-

. mine witnefles, and appear more like.partics than
judges ¢

o §6th, Becaufe alfoin the proceedings on this

& Bill, when lords, whoﬁcclarcd themfelves patrons

amet friends to the Bill, had examined®wo witnel-

fes, and faid, they wére fatishied with their exanfi;

nation, wther lords were not permitted to call in
any ofher witnefles, before the council for the Ea

*Indl3 Company, againlt this bill, were ordered

. It was ever denied to lorgs, to bring again

to the bar the two gentlemen who had been exa-

enined (Mr. Rous, and Mr. Sayhders, the chair-

© man, and deputy chgddrman of the Company) al-

—hough by the arrival of the fhip Cruttenden from

Bengal, after their examinatidng+which .brouglt a
new and very particular account of the fourilhing

~=ftart Of the Company’®Mairs indpdia, it*gag Ve

ry poffible thofe gentlemen might ﬁ!’vftanged ,
o their opinion ; their former evidgnce having beea
merely matter of opinion refulting from *fuch in-
( .&-mnion, as they were at that time pofiefled of,
itnefles were difmiffed unexamined, whom fe-
vetal lords withed to have bgfn heard; fnd
the,Bill was pafled, withoot waiting for the return’

* of an account, declared by Mr. Rm;tépﬂ'.‘.ﬂ.-'
that without it no judgment of the p ftate of
the affairs of the Company could’be formed,, and
which had been ordered by the Houfe, and as the
P officers
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% communicatet] with &
b the Number
EGISTER, for June 1767,

came too hn‘ttle firft c!nyapubbcum;
g of fo interefting a nature to the’pub-
general, asmnoadmlt of the &nalleﬂ:
u thereﬁu he prefend obli
mred in tlm dmhed manner. Bot m
thcnmNumber of thﬂ:Worh;t will b€ infert-
‘e in its proper plate, wigh gfrtain Aporrions
. y curious [Ade will be in-
in the l'nmq.Number a continuation of -
gdhﬁ Notes on the Wdrks of Mr”
I; a of Mr. Churchill's Wlll;
. ld:l.trc de M. Tronchin; Reponfe dg M
Vltkire; and s aiited Vaslas' by
the Count de Laurngumonhfsret to Paftgy ~

L
P
THE pr
view
but
nd

after the campaign in which € ifors, only
# You.of the Marechyl de. Bell lﬂc.. was killed.
All commumcated,"by Joh Efg; late

membe’r of parliament for gbb ugh of Ayjel~
bury, and never before printed.. ogénm wjrth

N _ageenr varicty, of othes Origi o ieces, by fe- _
veral gentle of eminence. artial |
Review of New Books, &c. ﬁz.c] .
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;“- ADVEFT"!{EM M{m,

Sln wfew wﬁ; Zublifhed,
. ’ln two large Vil & "ncr. iJu.
j Cowtzcrion of the Lords’ PRDTESTS.

b From the firlt wpon Kecord, iff the reigp of
H:anth: Third, to p*il-nt ur&

Although it is ;fd'urx d, .f'ha: no addrefls
F‘t Put;i.?cs will be neceffary “to "~~~ammend this

Drk becaufe it-fufficiently. fpeaks for itfe)f, =
yet it redu fite,for the Reader’s fatis~
faitior, €o fhew in What refpeéty it differs trom
thofe w}'uch have gone before it.\ Bha firft o2
lcttion” of ProTEsTs was publi cd i 17355
the fecond in 1943 ; and the fhild i* 17475 3
of them beginning with tie (:lrJ 1641, and

ng with the dares of. theirfrelpeétive publ—
catidws. The coliction® whi-§ wghae ofief o
the Plblic, afcends ™o the" 7 I"Upon reco 3
the year6u43, ll‘lbd is contmucd l:t:Il‘lee -
une« 767, thereby includin eral no
b‘-11.11::h|. bct70rc thofg of the laﬁ‘?}: o=t wfnm‘rﬂl, .
w all probab lily, be cﬂccmcd the moﬁ dnte-
refting, as the fupjects wh<li Ygave.ocnafioh to
r’ them, aregllowed to be r. the utmoti
.~ T his Work is accompanied with an a&ur cand

«__copious/Index, which the o'hcr:ol}c&lom wanty

") ana’ which i. mutt be confeffpd is indifbuhilis »
Uly neceflary.  And to the whole is - === 2
othe 'very fcarce and valvable raé -~ *lt A-
maad .on the legiflative power of England
wherein the origin of both Houfes of Pirlia-
ment, their antient conftitution, md thechm&::
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