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a180 may have started from the same beginninb'"" 
and ma.y have passed through the same vicissitude'!. 
at we shall never go bt>yond, or repeat the mistake 
of those who, because they found, or imagined they 
found fetish-worship among tho least cultivated races 
of Africa., America, and Australia., concluded that every 
uncultivated race must have started (rom fetishism in 
its religiQus career. 

What then are the documents in which we can 
study the origin and growt.h oi religion among the 
early Aryan settlers of Illdia.1 

Discovery of Sanskrit Uteratur •• 

The discovery of the ancient literature of India 
must sound to most people like a fairy-tale rather 
thah like a chapter of history, nor do I wonder 
that there is, or that there has been at least for a 
long time, 80 certain incredulity, with regard to the 
genuineness of that litera.ture. The number of sepa... 
ra.te works in Sanskrit, of which manuscripts are still 
in existence, is now estimated to amount to about 
lO.OO()I. Wha.t would Aristotle ha.ve said, if he 
had been told that a.t his time there existed in India., 
in that Indio. which Alexander ha.d just discovered. 
jf not conquered, an a.ncient literature fa.r richer than 
a.nything existing at that time in Greece 1 

, Rajendnllal hlHra, 'Catalog-ne 01 SalI8krit hiss. ;n t.he Library of 
the Aaiat.i<: LibJvy 11K Bengal,' 1877, !'Mf_. p. I. The India OffiOll 
Library i , laid to OOIItIlill 4093 ."Pllr.rate <;:OdlMH; ~be Bodl"illD 8M, the 
:Berlin libnz-y abou~ the ... me number. Th" !ibra.ry o£the Mabarij .. 
of Tanjon it eatimated .t upward. of 18,000, in el"ven diltinct alpha­
beta; u.. Jibrary of the &tuokrii Col1ere at B..nr.rM ai 1lOOO; the 
lib.....,. oIihe Amatie Sooi.~, of Bellpl at Cale\lU".~ 8700; that of 
t.he ~t College.t CalCllt\& at 2000. 
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Buddhbm the frontie!' between anetent and modenl 
literature in Indw.. 

A.t that time, the whole dmme. of the rea.lly ancient 
literature of the Brahmans had been acted. The oM 
language had changed, the old religion, after passing 
through many pha.st!8, had been superseded by 8. new 
fai~h: for however sceptical or conscientious we may 
be before admitting or rejecting the claims of the 
Brahmans in fa.vour of an enormous antiquity of their 
1'I&CIW literature, so much is oortll.in And beyond t.ho 
r~ of reasonable doubt', that Salltlrocutttt8, who 

I In my 'Hiltory or Alle"ent Sall8krit Literature,' pttbli8hed in 1859 
(p. 274), I had t.ried to lay down II(tme gettEral principles on ... h ell I 
thought the d .. tM of Grtrek history might ~ a cerlAj" utent be rec<'ln· 
o.led 'lnth lIODle Q{ the trad'~'onal dated of the Northam a lld Southern 
B"ddhlet$. The CQllclue ons at wh:ch I then .mved were tbt Sand,m. 
oottllS Or Ka.adraguplA t.oe.me k iDg in SUi B c., th.t he reiguM 21-
ye&nI, and w .. suooe«led by BUldudra in 2'JI B.C.; that Blndusl .... 
re gned (25 or) 28 ye.n, .nd WM s ooce<lded by A#Oka in (006 or) 
fG.111.c.; &.lid th.t AIOka WAil (orluaJ!yl ll.USU .... ted In (262 or) 2':>9 8.('., 
re1gnoxl 37 ye...., .nd d 'ed in (!~ 01") 222 /I o. The gtw.t Council 
twk place in the leventeenth year of hll reJb .... , there&re either (2~ or) 
21S •. 0. 

III U1y.ttempt .t .rnving.~ IOlIIe killd of rough chronology for the 
E uddhi8N age, I wAl chie.6y guided by" nUlu!,;er of oati"e traditiou 
bean", on the diltan\le between certalD eV~Qi& "nd Buddha'. d8ath. 
Thul we lind :-(l) 'l'hat 162 y8&l'll weM '''ppoeed 1.0 ha~e pas&ed 
iJutwlMln Buddha'tl death and KlLIldtaguvta'llIIC<le$IIion, SUi + 162 & 477, 
,bit giving UI 4.77 JII.O." the probable date <If that even'!" (2) We 
loand t.ha.t fl8 yNl'll were IUppoaed to have pMHd betw_ Bnddha.·, 
d.,..tIa &lid A.#Oka'. ioallguratlon, 259+ 2'8 _4.77, t.hi8 If'viDg Q8 '77 B.O. 
u \he probable date of tbat event. 

[ t.henfme propJeed that 4.77 BoO. IIhould }N"OTi':onal11 be ~ 
... tI&.e probable dale of Bllddha'. death, inlte&d of M3 8.0., .nd I tntld 
to luemgtilen ~ poIIltiOll. bI IOUUI other evldeaue ,,~ ... lable at ~ • ..... 
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by Greek writers is mentioned as 8. ehild when 
Alexander invaded India, who after Alexa.nder's re~ 
treat waa king at Palibotbra, who was the contem~ 
porary of Seleueus Nica.tor, and several times visited 
by Mega.'Jthenes, was the same M the K andragupt& 
of Indian literature, who reigned at Pafaliputra., the 
founder of a. new dynasty, and the grandfather of 
A.<1Oka. This A1oka. was the famous king who m1do 
bimself the patron of Buddhi.sm, under whom the 
great Buddhist Couneil Wa.9 held in 245 or 242 B.C,. 

An lmrortant conflTlllll.t:01l of that hyp<.th e8;~ hM l .. tely been added 
hy two inllCriptiOll8 dilOOvered by j}{,nenoJ. (; unnin!;,h .. "" "nd publIshed 
b,y Dr. BUhler in the' Indl .. n Antiq\lary.' Dr. BuMer seelDS to mfl \0 
have ,bown oonclulrively in hi" two articl .... that the writer of theM 
In8CriptiOIl' OOIIld have been no other but AIOka. Aceording to h i~ 
jllt.erpretation, AIi>ka .tatelo that he has be.en for a 10000g time, w for 
Illore th .. n sa! ye&l'8, an ttpd.llkll ()I' wonlupper of B nddha, and ~hat 
duriDg one year w more J,e I,as been a member of the Sanogb.... Now 
if A.oka Will con"e<lnIIted in 259, ami became an .. p4Hka three (II' 

four yea ... lak'r, 2,,5 B.c., the"", inllCl'1l't OIlS would ha"e been put up in 
f,;5 _ 33j .. 221 a.o. Aecordmg to() the 'lame i:UOlCl'1ption~, 2;;6 ye&nl 
L,d p.lsed 8in09 th., dej"U'ture of Duddl, ... (here, Wo, I foUo .. Dr. 
£uhier'l int"'1'retati<.m,) 221 i" goo .. 4n, chili giving ul 4i7 B.o. AI tJ,., 
probable date of Buddha', death. 

Thi,l continuation Will entirely up~pected, and beoomeB therefore 
all (.he more imp<ll'ta.ut. (See, howev&!', the crit'caJ "" ........ h of Pro· 
feuor Oldenbag in WI 'Introdu<.!tion to (.he Vinara P t..ka,· p. t., IOIId 
butarl, '1M InP.criptioll8 de P'y&d&6i,' Iotn.>duetion, p. 8. 

I may add one ot.her ooullnnation. Mahinda, the IOU of Aook.., 
became au a_tie iu (.he six(.h yeu of hi. (ather', u'gn, i .e. in 253 II,C. 
A t tbat time he ....... twenty yeal'A or age, and mu~t theref.- have heen 
born in %73 B.C. Between biB birtb lind Buddh .... death 1'!(» yean are 
. uppoo.&d to h .. ve pw.ed, 278+20-' .. 477, thi. giving u. once more 
ii7 11.0. ... the ptohlohle date of Bllddluo.', death. 

I learn that 10 h'gh I0Il auth.9T'ity l1li Geueral Cunningba.m b ... azri ... ed 
. t the pme oooo1ollion ....ith regard to tbe dllte of Buddhll', death, and 
had PQbliebed it before the .. ppe&rlUlC6 of my • History of Sanllkrit 
LiteratuN,' in lSS9j but I do not icno", ",hether hi, .... wnenu were 
tlIe MIlle &II \hose On "hh:b I chiefly relied. 
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and of whoee time we have the first in'Jcnptions. 
still exta.nt on :rocks in different p&rl.s of India.. These 
inscriptions are DOt. in Sanskrit, but in 8. la.nguage 
which stands to Sanskrit in the sa.me relatIOn as 
Italian to L&tm. The days therefore, when Sanskrit 
was the spoken language of the people, were over in 
the third century B C. 
r Buddhism, again, the religion of A.roka, stands in 

~
e same rela.tion to the 800cient Bra.hmaniSID of the 

T 00& as Italian to L&tin, or &8 Prote'>t.a.ntism to 
ma.n Catholicism. Buddhism, in fact, is only in­

lIigible &8 8. development of, and 8. reaction aga.in .. t, 
rA.hmanislU As &gJLinst those, therefore, who eon­

FJider the wh61e of Indian literature a modern forgery, 
or aga.inst ourselves, when unwllling to trust our 
own eyes, we have at least these two facts, on which 
we can rely: that, in the third century B.C., the 
ancient Sa.Dsktit language had dWlDdled down to 
a mere volgare or Prakrit, and that the ancient reli· 
gion of the Veda bad developed into Buddhism, and 
had been superseded by its own offspring, the Btate 
religion in tbe kingdom of Aaoka, the grandson of 
Kandragupta. 

The Veda proota1med u revealed. 

Ona of the principal points on which Buddhism 
differed Crom Brnhma.n.ism. was the sacred and re­
'\"'eaIed character &Scribed to the Ved&. This is a. 
point. of so much historical importance in the growth 
of Ule early theology of India, that we must examine 
it more carefully. The Buddhists, though on many 
point. merely Bra.hmanjat8 in disguise, denied the 
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&uthority of the Veda 8.8 & divine revelation; this 
being so, we may advance another step, and ascribe 
to the theory of a divine inspiration of the Veda 
a pre-Buddhistic origin and prevalence. 

At what time the claim of being divinely reveaJedl 
and therefore infallible, was first set up by the 
Brahmans lD favour of the Veda, is difficult to deter­
mine. Thill claim, like other claims of the same kind, 
seems to have grown up gradually, till at last it was 
formulated into a theory of inspiration as artificial as 
any known to us flOm other religions. 

The poet'! of the Veda speak in very different 
·'mys of thcir composltiolJs. Sometimes they declare 
that thcy have made the hymns, and they compare 
t\"wir work, as PMts, with that of the carpenter, the 
weaver, the maker of butter (gbl"lt.a), the rower of 
a 'ihip (X, 116, Up. 

In other plac('s, however, more e-xalt..cd sentiments 
appear. The hymns are spoken of as shaped by 
the heart (1, 171,2; 11,35,2), and utteN!d by the 
mouth (VI, 32, J). The poet says that he found 
the hymn (X, 67,1); he decJares himself powerfully 
iuspired after havi!.l£ druuk the Somajui~ ('TI. 47, 3}, 
and he compalcs bis poem to a shower of rain bunt­
ing from a cloud (VII, 94, 1), or to a. cloud impelled 
by the wind (I, J 16, 1). 

After a. time the thoughts tha.t rose in the heart 
and were uttered in hymns were called God givt'n 
(1, 37, 4), or divine (III, 18, 3). Th" gDaSwero 
bupposed to ha.ve roused and sha.rpened the mind 
of the poets (VI, 47,10); they were called the friend .. 

1 A InOSt lIHfulll'Olled'nD of ~ beuiDg Oll 'hi. poIn.' "'1 t. 
t"Ulld UI Dr. J. MlIlr'lI .~, 'I'ny,' ul. Ill. 
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and helpe1'8 or'the poets (VII, 88, 4; vm, 52,4), and 
at last the gods themselves were Cdlled seers or poe!& 
(1,81, ]). If the petitions addressed to the gods in 
the hymns of th~ poets were fulfilled, these bynmlt 
were natllraUy believed to be endowed with mira­
culous powers, the thought arose of & real intereours'3 
between gods and men (I, ] 79, 2; VII, 76, 4), &nd 
the ideas of inspiration and revelation thus grew 
up naturally, nay inevitably in the minds of the 
ancient Brahmans. 

By the side of it, however, there also grew up, 
from the very t1..rBt, the idea of doubt. If the prayers 
Wl'n> not hca.rd, if, as in the contest between Ya­
sisht"& and Vhvamitra., the ellemy who had called 
on other gods prevailed, then a feeling of uncertainty 
arose which, in some passages of the hymns, goes w 
far &S to amount to &. denial of the most popular of 
all gods, lndra 1, 

If, however, the claims to a divine origin of the 
V 00& had amounted to no more than these poetic 
thoughtB, they would hardly have roused any violent 
opposition. It is only when the divine and inflillible 
character of the whole Ved& had been a~erted by the 
Brahmans, and when the BrahmallA.8 &Iso, in which 
these cla.ims were formulated, had boon represented 
8.8 divinely inspired and infallible, that 8. protest, like 
that of the Buddhists, becomes hi!Jtorically intelli­
gible. This 8tep was taken ehie6y during the Sfitra 
period. Although in the Bri.hm&naB the divine a.u­
thority of the Vedas is asserted as .a fact, it is not 
yet. 80 far &8 I know, Ufled &8 an instrument to silence 
III opposition; and between these two positions the 

, See thil ftlbjeon ~ U. ~ VI. 
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dHference is very great. Though nuti, the law tech­
nical name for revelation, as opposed to smdti, tllw.i­
tion, occurs in the Brahmauas (Ait. Br. VII, 9), it is 
DOt. yet employed there to crush all doubt or opposi­
tion. In the old U panisba.ds, in which the hymns 
and sacrifices of the Veda are looked upon as .!!8~ 
and as superseded by the higher knowledge taught 
by the forest-sages, they a.re not yet attacked as mere 
impositions. 

Tba.t opposition, howevcr, scts in very decidedly 
in the SUtra. period. In the Nirukt& (I, Hi) Yaska 
quotes the opinions of Kautss., that t;1e hymns of the 
Veda have no meaning at nil. Even if Kautsa be 
not the name of 8. real person, but 8. nickna.me only. 
the unquestioning reverence for the Veda. must have 
been on the wane before the days of yaska. and 
P9.llini t. Nor is it at all likely that Buddha. was the 
first and only denier of the sacred authority of the 
Veda., and of all the claims which the Brahmans had 
founded on that authority. The history of heresy i'i 
difficult to trace in India.., as e'st'where. The writings 
of Brihaspati, one of the oldest heretics, oonstwtly 
quoted in later controversial treatises, have not yet; 
been recovered in India.. Without committing myself 
ttl any opinion as to his age, I shall state here some 
of the opinions ascribed to Bnhaspati, to show that 
even the mild Hindu can hit ha.rd blows, and still 
more in order to ma.ke it clear that the stronghold of 
Bra.hmanism, namely the reve&led chan.ct.er of the 

• P&.iDi wae ..... u .. 'nted with infidels .. nd nihlu.M, .. may be _ 
(rom IV,,, 60. L<.Ik&yat&. "DOther name applied to uJl.beIifiea, from 
... hieh LauUy .. wk, i, (",uud in the 0. ... ukthldi, uui IV. , 00. 
Bithupat,. .. QOCUn in UIe __ tar, only. V,l, IJI. 
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Ved8.6, was to thtom not a. mere theory, but I. w.ry 
import.a.nt hist,QI icaJ realit.y. 

In the 'SZlrva-dar~an8. - samgra.ha' (tra.nslat.ed by 
Plofessor Cowell, Panilit, 1874, p 162), the first 
philosophical system of which an a.ccount is given, 
hI that of the h.·&rvaka, who follows the tenets of 
B,',haspati. The school to which they belonged i<l 
('ailed the Loka.yata, i e. preva.lent in the world. 
They hold that nothing ~xi"t.s but the four elements, 
a killd of protoplasm, from which, when cbangeJ 
by evolution into organic boJy, intelJigeDC6 is pro­
duced, just as the inem'jllting power is developed 
flom the ffiLXing of oe.rtMn iDgredients. Tbe 8elf is 
(nly the body qualifietl by intelligence, there being 
no evidence for 8. self without a. body. The only 
means of knowledge is perception, the only object 
of man, enj oyment. 

But if that were 80, it is obj~cted, why should men 
of proved wl"dom offer the Agnihotra and other 
Yedic sacrifices 1 To this the foUowmg answer i~ 
retnmed:-

'Your objection cannot be acce~ted as any proof 
to the contrary, sinc~ the A~nihotla, ete. are only 
useful as means of livelihood, for the Veda is 
ta.inted by the tJiree faults of untruth, self-contrad,ie­
tion, and tautology. Tben again the impostors, who 
call themselves Vedic pandits,are mutually destructive, 
a s the authority of tbe 6'n8.Dakalida (Upanishads) 
i'l overthrown by those who maintain that of tbe 
Ka1'lllakA'u/a (HymDs and Bra.hma a.'l), while those 
who maintain the !loutborit! of the Gna.naka..llda 1'6-­

jt'ct that of the Karmald.1ll1a. Lastly, the three 
Veda.s themselves a.re only the incoherent rha.psodies 



TIlE ANCIENT LITERATURE 01" INDIA. 145 

or kna.ves, and to tbis effect run1!l t.he popular say­
mg:-

'The Agnihotl'&, !.he three Vedae, tl,e allcet'C'1 tlLree 6t..vel, anol 
smearing onelle)f ... ith &l!hl'lO, 

n,.il''''''p''ti "1&, theEle are hilt me.1lI! of !i" .. libood COl' tbOo'Je who hau 
L10 maLllinMfl or &ellie,' 

And a.gain it. ba.s been sa.id by B,-ihaspat.i:-
'If a beut slain in the Gyotl.be",,,. rOte will itgelf go to h~ave",\t 
Why t hen dOll8 not the 8/lcrificer furth" j,h ,.tfer his o .... n fath~r I 
If the ,sridd!.. produces grat.jfica.tiun to be'nl.~ who ..,e doo.d, 
Tllefl there too, in the Cf\Se of Uavtillcl"l when tbey at.art., it j~ neea­

IC_$ VI lP"e I'ro ... i ~ionl for the journey, 
If L..iug6 in hea"~n are grs.t;fied by ollr offering the SrIlddh", here. 
Tben why not give the food down loeJ"w tv t hwe whll 10re .land:L1g 

0" tbe hO"M' toy! 
Whil" life remain~ let a man live h"'ppily, let him feed on (l ite>", 

e\e" though he rullS inw debt;, 
When once tbe body become8 a~hes, h ow can it ever return aga;u 1 
H ~ who depart.! from the body ~ to another .... orlol . 
lIuw is it that he eouoea Dllt back aga ill, reilleal! for love of his 

l.j"d red' 
lIeJlce it it only all a mean. or livelibood t ..... t Br.ilirnalUl hal'e . tab. 

li.he<ll,ere 
AU tilt"" ee~moniC8 for the dea.d.-there i . no other fr ~ it anywhere. 
lI'he three autho .. (If tIll! Vedu were h"£oo,,., knaves, and demo"s. 
All the well ·kT'own 10.-"'111101 of the pa"di~, garp)' ''r] ttlrphari, etc. _ 
_ ... "d all the horrid rite. for the q"""" OI.m'lLanded ill the A"·.medha. 
Theile .... eN! j"vent....t by buffooDB, aud 110 an the various lUnd. of 

I''''''''' ''u to the prieo<lII, 
\yhile the eatlng of fleah Wa.tl a.imilarly eommand/#! by night prowling 

demons: 

&mc of t.hcse objections ma.y be of late!' date, but 
lIlost of them are clearly Buddhistic. The retort, 
Why if 8. victim slain at. a I>acrifice goes to he{l.ven, 
docs not. a. ma.n sacrifice his own fat.her, is, a.s Pro­
fl:ssor Burnouf has sbown, the .... ery argument used 
by Buddhist. controversialists l , Though Buddhi:ml 

• BUrDour, 'Introduction h rhi, toiN! du Boddhilnne,' p,209, In ti,e 
'ltoOu"'I __ ' abo IO>U. of ihesa uguweut.l are onnployed bI '-he 

L 
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became recognised &.'J a state religion through A~oka in 
the third century only, there ca.n be litUe doubt that 
it had Leen growing in the minds of the people for 
several generations, and though there is 80me douLt. 
as to t.ha exact date of Buddha:s death, his traditional 
era. begins 543 B.C., and we may safely assign the 
origin of Buddhism to about 500 B. C. 

It is the Sanskrit literature before that date which 
is the really important, I mean historically important 
litez"a.t.ure of India.. Far be it from me to deny the 
charms of Kalidasa.'s play, 'Sakunta.hl: which are 
very real, in spite of the exaggl'rR.Ip,,j praises besLowcu 
Il pon it. The same poet;s • Meghaduta,' or Clouu­
M6\;senger, is an elegy which deserves even higher 
praise, as a. purer and more perfect work of art . 
. NaJa,' if we could only remove some portions, would 
be & most charming idyll; and some of the fahlcs 
of the • Paulatantra' or • Hiwpadero..' are excellent 
specimen!3 of what. story-teiling ought. to be. Eut. 
all this literature is mudern, 8ecuudal'y,-As it were, 
Alexandl'ia.n. 

These works are literary curiosities, but no more ; 
and though we may well understa nd that they fomled 
a pleasant occupation for such men as Sir W. Jones 
and Colo:brooke. during their leisure hour~, they could 
never Lecome the object ~f 8. life· study. 

Biatorical charac:;er of tho Vedic language. 

It is very different with the Iit.Arat.ute of the Vl'da.. 
First. of aU, we feel in it on historical ground. The 

Frahm .... G4bAli ill ord~ illdQOII Rima. t.o break hie vOW'. Bee Muir, 
'Met,rieal'l'ranslat-iOIUO,' p. 218. 
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language of Vedic literature dirfers from t.he ordinary 
Sansklit.. It. contains many forms whIch afterwardf:l 
have become ext.inct., and t.hose t.he vel 'y forms which 
exist. in Greek or other Aryan d:a.lect.s. Ordinary 
&nskl-it, for instance has no subjunct.ive mood. Com­
parative Phi lology expect.ed, nay postuiat.ed, such a. 
mood in Sallskrit, and the Veda, when once discovered 
and deciphered, supplied it. in abundunce. 

Ordinary Sanskrit does not mark its accents, The 
Vedic lit.eraturc is accentuated and itJ:I srt.em of ac­
centuation displays the same funu<,lllcntai principle'! 
as the Grook system, 

I like to quote one inst.ance to show the int.imat.c 
relationship between Vedic Sanskrit and Greek, We 
know that the Greek ZfU~ is the same word all the 
&m;krit Dy a us, thc sky. Dyau ", however, OCCIII'!oI 

in the later Sanakl'it M a. feminine only, It is in th t,: 
Veda that it \Va.., discovered, not only a, a masculine, 
but in tha.t very com\"ination in which it became the 
name of the supreme dci~y in Greek and I...atin. 
Corresponding to Jupiter, and Ztu., 1fQlIIP, we filld in 
the Veda. Dyau s h pitaI'. But more than that, ZH;~ 
in Greek has in the nominative the a.cute, in the vo­
c~Live the circumflex. Dvaus in the V<.,>da has in the 
norninativc the &cuoo in -the voca.tive the circumllex. 
And while Greek grammarians can give us no ex­
planation of thfLt change, it is a. change which in 
Sanskrit has been shown to rest on the genet'a.l 
pl'lnciples of a.ccentua.tion '. 

1 The genen.l n ,le i . that in the vocative tbe higb a~ent ;1 on the 
tint .,lIable of the word. ll"'IOunle only of thi, rule exin in GrftK 
anu l atin, while in S&ntkrit i ~ Mmile or poltJ:ct'ption, Dyam> havillg 
the "uita tlr the combined &eel'Dt in the v~th'e it up1y an apparent. 

L , 
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Now I confes.'i that such a. vocative, as Dyaml, 
ha.ving the circumflex in::ltead Qf the acute, is t.o my 
mind a perfect gcm, of the most precious material 
ami the most exquisil:.P workmanship. Who has not 
wondered lately at those curious relics, of pre-Hellenic 
art, brought to light at Hissarlik and Mykene by the 
indefatigable labours of Dr. Schlicmann 1 I am the 
last man to d epreciate their real vo.lue, a..a opening to liS 

a lIew world on the classical soil of Greece. But whl~t 
is a polished or perforated atone, what is a drinking 
Ycssel, or a shield, or a. helmet, or even a gold diarlem, 
compared with this vocative of Dyau s1 In the 0110 

C3.)C we have Illute metal, rude art, and. very little 
thought: in the other, a work hf art oftha most perfect 
tiuh,h and harmony, and wrought of a matclial morc 
precious than gold,-hurnan thought. If it took 
thousands, or hundreds of thoUI:I8.llds of men w build 
a pyramid, or to carve an obclisc, it took millions (.f 
men to fini8h that Ringle word ])yau s, or ZflJ~, or 
Jupiter, originally meauing the illumina.tor, but gra­
dually elaborated inoo a name of Gou! And remem­
ber, the Veda is full of such pyramids, the ground is 
/itrewn with such gems. All we want is laLourers to 
dig. to collect, to classify, and to decipher them, in 
order to lay free once mO\'e the lowest chambers' of 
that most ancient of all labyrinths, the human mind. 

These are not isolated facts or mere curioeitJ,es, tha.t 
can be disposed of with a patronising Indeed! That 
lLeC(:nt in the vocative of Oyaue and Zf1;~ is like tho 
nerve of a living organism, ~till trembling and beating, 

e.;ceptjnn. The word "at trflOlted all dilllylhll,ic, di h..:! the high, au. 
tI,e low aocent, and the bigh and low aoce.,toI ""',;ether gave t.he n&ri1A 
or """lIbiueJ llCOOut, eowlI>cwly caUed. cUeUJl.lfie'l. 
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and manifesting its vitality under the mi(, l'os('(JP(' of 
the comparative philologist. There is life in it- truly 
historic life. As modern history would be incomplete 
without medieval history, or medioval hiswry withont 
Roman hilltory, or Roman hist.ory without Greck 
h istory, 80 we learn that the whole history of the 
world wouM hencefor~h be incomplete without that 
first chapter in the li!e of Aryan humanity, wlJich hn'! 
been preser ved to us in Vedic liooratuI'C 

It was a real mi'!fortunc to Sanskt-it scholarship 

lhat our 6r<;t acquaintall';f:l with l ndian li teraturo 
hould have lx-gun with the prettinesses of K;t1il\asa. 

land Bha.vabhi.ltl, and the hidcousnes'!es or the religion 
of Siva and Vi!lh"u. 'fhe only Oliginttl th 'J only im­
purtant p CI iod of San .,krit li terature, which dt'scn 'C'I 
to become the sul~ ect of enrnest s tudy, far more than 
it is at pn>scnt, is that peri od whi ch preceded the riw 
of Buddhi~m, when Samkrit W~ A~ilI the ,"pok('ll 
languagc of Ind ia, and the worship of Siva. wns stIll 
unkuuwn. 

The four 8tfa.t~ of Vedie litera.ture. 
I. 8ntra. period, 600 B.C. 

We ca.n disting uish three or four !lllcce5siv(' strata. 
ofJiter,ltllrc in that pre-Buddhistic pl·riod. First COUll'''" 
thc SWra period, which extends far into Buddhi!>tic 
t lmcs. and is cl('ll.liy marked by its own recnliar style. 
H is com ruaed in the most concise and enigmatical 
furm, unintd ligiLle almost without a. cOllllllentary. 
I cannot JC'icl'i w it to you, for there is nothing like 
it in anv other jilA:rat ure tha.t I a.m acquainted with. 
But I m~y quote a. well known sa.) ing of the Bra.hmfl.ns 
themselves, that. the author of a ~().tra. rejoices mur!) 
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in ha.\"ing saved one single letter tha.n in the birth of 
a son: and rem~mber that witbout a. son to perform 
the funelal l'if:.cs, a Brahman believed that he could 
not enter into heaven. The object of these Siltras was 
t ,) gather up the knowl edge, then floating about in 
the old Bmhmanic settlements or Parishads. They 
contain the rules of sacrifices, treatises on phonetics, 
l·t)1II0Iogy, cxcgc'Iis, grammar, metre, customs and 
laws, geometry, astronomy and philosophy In every 
one of these suhject'! they contain oliginal obscrva­
tiomt and original thought such 88 Clln no longer Le 
ignored by any students of these suhjects. 

Ritual is not. a subject that. I;CCInS to p O'lsess any 
Rcientific intercst at present, st.iIl the origin and 
gn,wth of sacrifice is an important pnge in the history 
of the human m·nd, and nowhere can it be studied to 
greater advantage than in India.. 

The scicnca of phonctic~ arose in India. a.t a. time 
...... hen writing was unknown and when it wa.<; of the 
highest importance to the Brahmans to preserve the 
accurate pronunciation of their favour ite hymns. I 
believe I shall Dot be contradicted by Helmholtz, 01' 

Ellis Or other represcntati ves of phonetic 13cience, if I 
say that, to the present day, the phoneticians of India. 
of the fifth century B.C. aTe unsurpaascd in their 
analysis of the elements of Ia.ngua.ge. 

In grammar, I challenge a.ny schoJa.r to prorll1cc from 
any language a more comprehensive collection aud 
(Jassification of a.1I the facb of a language than we 
find in Pallini"s SO,tras. 

With regard to metre, we possess in the observa­
tions and the technical terms of the ancient Indian 
authOI1l a. clear confirmation of the la.teat theories of 
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modem metiiciana, viz, that metres were originally 
eonnected with dancing and mU'lic, The very names 
for metre in general confirm this, KlllLnd80s mdle, 
is connected with 1l00lltUre, in the fense of stepping:; 
vdtta., metle, from vdt, Vl"I'to, to trurn, meant ori· 
ginally the last three or four steps of a dancing 
movement, the turn, the vel'lrfl,lt, which detl'nninoo the 
whole cilaractel' of dance and of a. metre, Trish­
tubh, the name of a common metre in the Veda I , 
meant three step, because its turn, ita V1'ttta. or 
vel'II""I, consisted of three step'i, '-' --, 

I do Dot feel competent to Rpoo.k with equal cer­
ta.inty of the astronomical and geomf'tr:cal ob8el'V8o­
tion'!, which we find in some of thE' ancicnt Sutl8. 
wOl'kR It iij well known that at a. later time the 
Hindus became the pupils of the Grech ill these 
subjects, But I have se~n no rea<;on as yet to modify 
my opinion, that there wa.s an ancient indigenous 
Hmdu astronomy, foul\d~d on the twenty-seven Nak­
shatras or Lunar .Mansions and an ancient indigenou'i 
Hindu geometry, founded on the construction of 8oltar,j 
and their enclosures. The problem, for instance, 
treated in the S ul va S"tras ~, how to construct a 
square altar that should be of exactly the same 
1\1 19nitude as a round altar, suggested probably the 
filst attempt at solv ing the problem of the squaring 
of the circle 3, Anyhow, the terminology used in 

1 M, M., 'TraMl.tion of the Rig Veda,' T, p eI, 
I Theil" S~u ... have for th" fil1lt tnn" ~.m t:<i1t8d &lid uaUflated bl 

P,,,fea.or G. 'l'blh&Ot, in the ' Pandil.' 
• 1D Greece, too, we ""' told thAt the Delian. ~ived all Of'1Iel. 

that the lniafortonN whieh had befallen them and all th" Greekl would 
oeue, If they built lID 101..,... doubl" the pr ... H1t one. lu $hi. they.ud 
IWt IUcceed, beef." .. they wllN ~orant of geOlmlt.z'y, Plato, wloGw 
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those early SCttras seems to me home-grown, a.nd i~ 
deserves, I believe , in the highest degree the attention 
of those who wish to discover the first be-ginnings of 
mathema.tical science. 

The rules on domestic ceremonies, eonnecfRd with 
marriage, birth, baptism, burial, the principles of 
education, the customs of civil society, the laws of 
inheritance, of property, of taxation and government, 
c.m nowhere be studied to greater advantage than 
in the Grihy&. and Dharma-lj{),tras. These are the 
principal sources of those later metrical law-books, 
the la.ws of Mann, YH.:lnavalkya, Para.mra., and the 
reat, which, th ough they ('ontain old materials, are 
in their present form dccidpd ly of a. much Jater date. 

In the same Slltras I we find also certain chapters 
devoted to philosophy, the fin>t germs of which e).ist 
jn the Upanishads, and receive a.t a. la.ter time a m()~t 
perfect systematic treatment in the six collections of 
philosophical Sfltras. These Siltras may be of a much 
later da.te t , but to whatever period they belong, t1wy 

they con$uIUd, told them how to Bet about it, and e~l'l.un('d I.<' th"In 
t hat the relll object of the ono.cle wa, to encou .... ge th~In to cul t ivlIW 
""ieotle, inotud of war, if they .. ,.j.hed for lUore pCOl!peroU8 daYB. ~f'tI 
l'lutarch, 'De D...,tnonio Socrllti~,' ClOp. ,ii. 

, Su ,\putamba Stltr&8, t ...... h.t.ed. by G. Buhler, ill 'Sacred Boc ... 
of the F.a.at.' 

I The SAflkhya kirikA with • oommentary w.. trllnslated into 
Chill£8e about 600 <\. D. See S Real, 'The Buddhist Ttil'itakM,' I' 8 1. 
lowe tbe date, .nd the f~ct. tb.t the , ,..nlll.tiott, 'the Golden Sen·lIty 
EUw.1.er,' agree. with Colebrooke'e t<l1t, t.o a private colllmunic&lioD 
from Mr. S.neaL The author ill said t.o to.ve beeu K apila. Originally, 
h ill at.ted tow.rWo the end of the book, there were 60,000 g.l.th.1I<, 
OOIDpoeed by P..;,hrikha (KlI.pileyol, the pupil of A.uri, the pupil of 
Kapil. ; and afterw...ru.. IIrAhm ..... l.var. Krl. haa, aelected 70 out 
of the 00 000 glI.tbk. and pubhhed thelD ... the Suvarna' ''&ptati •• <lIt!"&, 

1'bere i, a\l>o a ~l.tion by HiOllell· thlWlg of the Va.ise.uuka oikliy ... 
duap.d.ortha· . ... t.:r., corupoaed by aaoahndra. 
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contain not only, fto8 Cousin used to say, the whole 
development of philosophic thought in a nu~hell, 
but. they show us in many cases a treatment of philo­
sophic problems, which, even in these days of philoso­
phic apathy, will rouse surpris.3 a nd admiration. 

II. BrAhman& period, 600-800 B.C. 

This period of literature, the Sufra period, preSllp­
poses another, (lie pel'ioll ({i the Brahmall&S, works 
written in prO!1e, but in a totally different style, in a. 
slightly diti'ercnt language, allll with a different obj ect. 
Tlu.'se Bril.hmMus, most of which are accentuated, 
while the Sutras n.r~ so no longer, contain elaborate 
discussions on the sacrifices, handed down in different 
families, and supported by the names of various au· 
thorities. Th('ir chief objcct. is the description and 
elucidation of the sacri fice, but they incidentally touch 
all many othcr topic!:! of interest. The Sutraa, when­
enolr they can, refer to the Bnlhm&nas as their 
authority; in fact, the Sutras wvuld be unintelligible 
except as following after the Bnihmallas. 

A very important portion of thc Brahmalltls are the 
Ara.llyakas, tho forest-books, giving an account of 
the purely mental sacrifices that bave to be performed 
by the Vanaprasthas, or tho dwellers in the forest anti 
emling with the Upanishads, tbo oldest treatises Oll 

Hindu philosophy. 
Ir tho Silt.ra period lx-gan about 600 B. c., the 

Brlbmo. ,0. periol.l would require a.t least 200 years to 
account for its origin and development, and for the 
large number of ancient teachers quoted as &uthori~ieg. 
But. I care little about these chronological da.tes. They 
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are m£'re helps to our memory. What is really im­
portant is the recognition of a. large stratum of litera­
ture lying below the Sutras but pla.coo itself above 
allother stratum, which I call the Maid! a pr:rwd. 

nI. Mantr& poriod, 800 -1000 B.C. 

To this period I asCI ibe !'he col1ect:on and the syRte­
mtl.tic a.rra.ngement of the V ediC hymns a.nd formula"! , 
which we find in four books or the S.~mhita.<j of the 
Rig-Veda. the Ya. '/ur-V cdd., the 8.hna.-Vctl& a nd the 
AtRarva.-Ve<'la. These fOUT collections were made witlI 
a.dWin1!t'theological 01' RaCl.ficin} purpcse Each con­
tmntlhe hymns which had to be used by certain cla.c;scs 
oS priest.a at "ert.ain sacrifices The 8ama-vcda-Qa. u­
Inta. I contains tho versos to be u'led by the singing 
pl4ests (UdgAtrl); the Ya..'iur-vcdll.-sa'hhita the Vt'J 'WS 
aud fonnulas to be muttered by the officiating pries ts 
(Adhvaryu). These two collect.ions followed III their 
arrangement tbe 6rdc&of cert:.&in ~aCl ifices. The TIig. 
,eda.-S&l).hitA contained the hymns to be rccit.ed by 
the Hotri prieatA, but mixed up with a large ffi&S6 of 
haered &J?-d popular poetly, and )lot arra.uged in t.he 
<.order of any sacrifice. The A~har~<!a'&amhitA Pt 
a later collection, containing, be'ildes a large Dumber 
of Rig veda v~, 80tne eurioUB relicB of populAr 
~I:.ry connected with charms, impl'8Ct\tions, and ot.b~ 
8upentitiou8 usages. 

We move here already, not only amODg Epigonoi, 
but among priests by profession, who had elabotated 
& moat complicated system of 8&erificeA, And ha.J 



THE AYClENT LtTERATUIU:: OF INDIA. 155 

assigned to each minister and IlJIsist.ant his E'XAct 
share in the performance of each sacrifice, ana hi 'i 
IX)} t.ion of the ancient sacred poetry, to be recited, 
sung, or muttered by him as the case might be. 

Fortunately for us, there W8.'I one class of priests 
for whom no special prayer-oook was made contain­
ing such extracts only as were required to accom­
pany certain ceremomes but who had to know by 
heart the whole trE'asure of their SAcred and national 
poetry. In this manner much has been preserved 
to us of the ancient poetry of India which has no 
"pcclal tefel"ence to sacrifi cial acts We have in fact, 
one great collection of ancient poctry, and that is the 
('ollection which is known by the name of the R UI· ' 

l'n1u, or the Veda of the hymns in truth tbe only 
)ealor historical Veda, though thcre are other books' 
called by the same name. 

This Veda consists of ten books, each book being 
an independcnt collection of hymns, though carried 
'Out under the same presiding spirit'. These col­
lectIOns were preserVl.'tl as sacred heirlooms in dif­
ferent families, and at last unitoed into ODe great 
body of sacred poetry. Their number amounts to 
Wl1 or lO28 . 

. The period during which the ancient hymns Wef'e 

eollec:ted. and arranged as prayer-books for the feiur 
el&8B68 of priests, 80 a& to enable them to take their 
part. :in tM various sacrifices, has been called thp 
Mantra ptriod, and may have extended from a.bout 
JIlOO" 800 B.C. 

I 'J\.it I, pot.c.a ouj by tlte Pa.dhho\~hb of the AlltI"n.m.,,18, ,..hleh 
upain the ord. of the <lei..-~.g to wwcb the bJIIUIB m .. 
1l.-4ala ,.._ tonPgW. 
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IV. KAandaa period, lOOO-r B.o. 

It is therefore before lOOO B.C. that we must placo 
~he spontaneous growth of Vedic poetry, such ~ we 
find it in the Rig-Veda. and in the Rig-Veda. only, 
the gradual development of tho Vedic religion, anll 
the slow formation of the principal Vedic sacrifices. 
How far back that period, the so-called KI,amla.s 
period, exu-ndcd, who can 00111 Some 8cllOlars ex­
tend it to two or three thousand years before on r 
era, but it is fa.r better to ehow the different Iayer'i 
of thought that produced the Vedic religion, anu 
thus to gain an approximate idea of its l~g growtu.. 
than to attempt to measure it by years or centUi ies, 
which can never be morc than guess-work. 

If we want to mea.smc the real depth of that 
period, we sbould measure it by the change of Jall­
guage and metro, even by the change of locality from 
the north -west to the south-east, clearly indieat.c,l 
in some of the hymns; by the old and new sOllg'! 

constantly spoken of by the poets; by the successive 
generations of kings and 1caders; by the slow develop­
ment of an artificial ceremonial, and lastly by the 
first signs of the four castes percepwble in the Vel Y 
Jat.est hymns only. A comparison of the Rig-VecJa. 
with the Atharva.~veda. will in many c&s.es show us 
how what we ourselves should expect; as & lak'r 
development of the more primitive ideas of the R!g­
Veda is what we a.ctua.lly find in the hymns of tI,e. 
Atharva--vooa, and in the Ie.ter portions of the Y 8.'lur· 
veda; ne.y it is the confirmation of these e:<pecta.t.ioTls 
that gives us a. ree.l faith in the historica.l growth of 
Vedic literature. 
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One thing is certain: there ia nothing more ~nt 
amI. primitive, not only in India, but in the whole 
.A:ryan world, than the hymns of the Rig-Veda. So 
lin as we are Aryans in language, that is in thought. 
so far the Rig_ Veda is our own moat ancient book. 

And now let me tell you, what will again sound 
like a fairy-tale, but is neverthdess a. simple fact. 
That Rig-Veda which, for more than three, or it may 
1 'e four thousand years, hils formed the foundation 
of the re-ligiolls an(l moral life of untold millions 
of human Loings . had never been published; and by 
It combiuation of the most fortunate circumstanees, 
it fell to Illy lot to bring out the fir!;t complete edition 
01 that I>8.Crc41 text, together with the commentary ot' 
~ 1l'atclIt authority among Hindu theologians, th() 
cummentary of Sayans. Ali\.rya. 

The Rig-VeJa. consists of 10 J 7 or 1028 bymns, 
ollch on an a,,,erage of ten verses. The total number 
of words, if we may tru.st native scholars, amounts 
to 153,8~6. 

The Veda. handed down by oral tradition. 

But how, you may m.k, was that ancient literature 
pf'eserved 1 At present, no doubt, there s.re MSS. 
of the V (.'<180, but few Sanskrit MSS. in In\1ia are 
videI' than 1000 after Chlist nor is there any evi­
dence that the art of writing was known in India. 
much before the beginni.ng of Buddhism, or the very 
cnd of the ancient Vedic literitture. How then were 
these ancient hymns, and tbe BrAhm.&lI&8, and it may 
be, the Sfttra.~ too, preserved 1 Eptirely by memory, 
but by melUory kept under the dtl'ictest discipline. 
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As fllt back as we know anything of India, we find 
that the years which we spend at school a.nd at 
university, were Rpent by tbe sons of the three higher 
classes in learning. from the mouth of a. teacher, their 
~acred liool'ature. This was &. MereJ duty, the negleet 
of which entailed social dcgraJation, and the most. 
minute rules were laid down as to the mnemonic 
S) stem that had to be foll owod. Before the in­
:vention of writing, there was no other wo.y of pre­
serving literature, whether sElcreu or profane, and 
in consequence evert jll'llC<lution was taktill against 
accidents. 

ft bas sometimes been M<;crtcd that the Vedic 
.yeligion is extinct in India., tha.t it never rccovcl'('d 
{1'Om its defeat by BudJhism; that the modern 
jBr&hmanic religion, as founded on tho Plml.u&s I 

~
nd Tantlas, eonsiats in a. belief in VishJlu, Siva. a.nd 
rahma, and manifests itself in the worship of the 

most hideous idols. To a supetficial olJset'ver it. may 

I We must carefully dilt;nguilh between the l'uri~aII, IUch u tbey 
·no .... uilt, and the lll'iginaJ Purl" .. a TeC<l!lniseJ name for ancitnt 
tr.dHian, ~ntioned already in the .-\th.,'a Veda, XI, 7, 21., ...:..hA 
BimAni .Uan(M ... si purlllla ... Y19"sh1 law.i XV, 6, 4, itillAeM purl ... ". 
ka glt.hIU ka rut"...,." .. h.. The original Pmba f()rmed part. fro.n 
the eulieBt timu, of the trllditi()nal learning of the Br.hmiNO (_ 
).,v. G,,'b,ISIltrq, III. s. I ), .. d lJtioct from the 1tih~ tbe 
le,J1!noD ; and we heN' of Pur .... a and Itib ...... twillg "'reated fW" en~ .... 
tai"'''llbt, for iDlltanCOl at funeral., An. UrobYI Hiltru, IV, 6, 6. The 
law·book. frequently reler to tbe PUT.\"" at autboritative, aa dilltinet 
from Veil.., Dh.armld.at.ru and Yedf;np. Gl.oltama, XI,IIl. Eatr~ 
fn>m the Purl". are given in Al' ... tamh.'. Db.umuQtr.u!, 1.19,13; 
II, 23, 3. n. ... , are llletriaal 10,1,1 they ar .. reprated, th .. '()nner in 
Manu, IV, 218, 2t9, the latter in VAgnullkya, III, 186. Proo-e 
qn<Mtiomi Ot>CUT, ).pa.l Db. S., I, 29,1. Totally diltinet from tloi,. 
__ ,he Purl-. So late 1M the time of Gahuini DO impor~ance wu 
au.aehed to tae Pur"' ... fur be doee not e~en refer too th_ iD. hit 
.JlteaI IA ldlu'lAltrd. cr. Shad"lAUIDa kintanikA, It p. Uj" 
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seem to be so, but English scholars who have lived 
in India., in intimate relations with the natives, or 
native scbolars who now occasionally vi.,it us in 
England, give 8. very different account. No doubt, 
I'rahmanism WM for a time de~e&ted by Buddhism; 
no doubt it had, at a later time, to accommodate 
ita<'!lf to ch'cumstances, and tolerate many of the local 
forms of wOl'llhip, which were established in India., 
before it was slowly subdued by the Brahmans. Nor 
did Brahmanism ever possess a slate machinery to 
establish uniformity of religious bcli.!f, to te'>t ortho­
doxy, or to punish here,~y over the whole of India.. 
But how was it that, dW'ing the late famine, many 
people would rather die than accept food from un­
clean hands 11 , Are there any priests in Europe or 
elsewhere, who~ authority would be proof against 
starvation 1 The influence of the priests is still 
enormous in India, a.nd all the greater, b;:,cause it 
is embodied in the influence of custom, tradition ant! 
superstition, Now those men who are, even at the 
presen t moment, recognised as the spiritual guide~ 
of the people, those whmm influence for good or evil 
is e\'en now immense, are Lelievers in the supreme 
authority of the Vedd.. Everything, whether founJ.'4i 
on indiviJua.l opinion, on loca.l custom, on Tantra.s 
or PUr,l.lIas, nay, even on the law-books of Manu, 
must give way, as 800n as it can be proved to La 
in dheet conflict with a. single sentence of the Ved.l. 
On tha.t point there can be no controversy. But. 
those Brahmans, who even in tbi~ Kali age, a.nd 

• It il OllrioUi t.hat the populAr idea that, ~n d uring . famine, fM<! 
IJIUlt not t.. _epted from ulle1f.n hand.., re.ts OD no ~ ltollthuritl. 
'lJ.a,. it 8at.ly col!,l;radicted h, both Scuti an.d Sw.l'iti. 
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during the asoondf'ncy of tho MlcH/,n.s, uphold the 
FaCJ'e<i traditions of the pMe arc not to be met with 
in the drawing-rooms 01 Calcutta. They depend on 
the alms of the people. and live in \'iIlJlg,~s, either by 
tlwmseivcs, or in colleges. They would lose their 
prestige, if they w£'re to shake hands or converse 
with an infidel, and it is only in rare cases that they 
,Irop their reserve, when brought in contact with 
Europea ns whose knowledge of tllciT own sacred 
language and literature excites their wonderment, 
Rnd with a little pressure, opens their heart anti. 
their muuth, lil-e a treasure-house of ancien t know­
h·dge Of course, they would not speak .r:ngli<;h or 
evell Bengali. They speak Sansklit and write San~ 
ltki"it, and I frequcnUy receive letters from some of 
them couched in the most fau!tlc~s language. 

And my fairy.tale is not all ovcr yet. These men, 
and I know it as a. filet, know the whole Rig-Vt:da. 
l,y heart, just as their anC('swrs did, three Of four 
thousand years ago ; and though they have ~SS., I 
and though they now have a. printed text, they do 
not learn their haCfed lore from th(>m. They learn 
it, M their ancestors learnt it, thou~ands of years ago, 
f!'Om tbe mouth of a teacher, 80 that the Vodie suc­
cession should never be broken 1. That oral teaching 

I Thl' oral tHchif18 i, _f"lly d£'8Crihed in the Pr.\ti,\ khy. of the 
Rig.Ved •• i.e proboobly in the fifth Ot SIxth century B () It is <l<>rl@Wlntly 
.IlIlJed to in the BrAhm ........ but it nHII' h. "e exi~ted even during the 
earli .. perioJ., for in • hymn of the RIg Veda (VII, 103), ill which 
the return of thl!' .... ;l1y _0, and the deligllt and qll&cklng of the 
irop ia deecribed, we read: • One repea"" the Bpeeeb of the nth.,r, ... 
\Ue pnpil (repee.tt the worda) of tbe Ul<Cller.' TIlt. pnpil II .,.Ued 
ril.tha,ml...u, the teaeher IIIlLW, while 'ihh~, ftOIll th .. !III1ll\: rlXl'o ia 
the ~itod tIoebuicaJ t.oInD rur phon"tlCl 111 I ... tt:r tune.. 
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[md learning became in the ey~ of the Brahmnnll 
one of the 'Great Sacrifice!!,' and though the number 
of those who still kef'p it up is smaller than it 
used to be, their influence, their position, their sacred 
authority, are as great a'> evct. The.,>e men do not 
come to England, they would not cr08S th e sea. But 
some of their pupils, who have Ucen blought up half 
on the native, and half on the English system, aru 
less strict. I have had viS"L~ from natives who knew 
larf:,'C portions of the Vcda by hcart; I have heen in 
corrcspomlcnce with others who, , .. hen they wen~ 

twelve or fifwen years old, could repeat the wbole 
of itl. They leam 8. few lines every day, repeat 
them for boun, so that the whole hou<;e resound'J 
with the noise, and they thus btrengthen their 
memory to that degree, that when their apprentice­
ship is finished, you can open them like 8. book, 
and nnd any passage you like, any word, any accent. 
Onc native scholar, Shankar Pandurang, is at tho 
present moment collecting various readiugs for my 
edition of the Rig.Vt'tla., not from MSS., but from 
the oral tradition of V uidik Srotriyas. He writcs, 
on the 2nd March, 1877, '1 am collecting a few of 
our walking Rig.Vcda MSS., taking your text as 
the- basis. I find Il. good many difi'er(>nccII which 
I shan !loon be able to exa.mine more clLsely. when 
I may be able to sn.y whether they are various road­
ings, or not. I will, of course, communicate them all 
to you before making any use of them publicly, if 
I ever do this at all. As I write, & Vaidik scholar 

, 'Indian An~iqllary: 1878, p. 14.0. 'There are thOUModil of E .... h. 
IJIt,nl,' tbe edi\.Qr remarks, '"ho know 1.he wAote olthe RiC·Veda 1..1 
heart, and can ~peat it,' 0100. 

" 
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ill going over your Rigo,...Veda text. He has his own 
MS. on one side, but docs not open it, except occn.· 
sionally. He knows the whole Sail/hilA and Palla 
texts by heart. I wish I could send you his photo­
graph, how he is squatting in my tent with hi'\ 
Upalita (the sacred cord) round his shouldel'S, aud 
on ly a Dhoti round his midJle, not a. bad specimen 
(If ~mr oM RiRhis.' 

Think of that half-naken Hin!\u, repeating under 
an Indian sky the sa.cred hymn"! which ha.ve been 
llnnJed down for threc or foul' thousand YPRI'S hy 
oral trRditivll. If writing had ncwr bef'n invellte~l , 
II printing had never L~'('n imcnted, it India had 
never been occupied by En~ld.ntl, tha.t young Brah­
ma.n, and hundred'l and thou<.;ands of hi'! coulltrymen, 
}'vouhl pl'obahly have bef'Il eJlgagl'd .in'lt the SIl.HlO 

in lea.rning anJ sa) ing by beart the sim ple prayel i 

first uttered on the S~rn.svutl: a.nd the other rivet'S 
of the Penjab by Vasi'lhl/,o., Viwa.mitra., Syii.va,vl~, 
and others. And hcre nrc wc, under t Ile shndow of 
W cstminRter Abhey, in the wry zCHith of the in~ 
tcl1cctnal life of Europe, )lay , of the whole wcrlol, 
lis tening in our mind!! to the Kame sacred hymn!!, 
tr) ing to unJcrstand them (and they are sometimes 
veq difficult to understand), and hoping to learn from 
them some of the deeJX:St secrets of the human heRtt, 
that human heart which jg the same evcrywherc, 
however widely we ourselves mlly be separated frum 
each other by space and time, by colour and creed. 

This is the story I wished to tell you OO-U:1.y. And 
though it may have sounde\l to somo of you like a. 
fairy-tale, believe me it is truer in all its details than 
Inany a cbe.pter of contelll.,Jlora.ry history. 
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POSTSCRIPT TO THE TIIIRD LECTURE. 

A'I r find that some of my remarkR as to the 
handing down of the ancicnt ~afl(~krit. li terat.ure by 
means of ora l tJ'adition, amI t.he permanence of t.hat 
!'Iystcm to the present day have been received with 
a cert.l~in a mOll11t of incredulity . I 8111~joill some ex­
tracts from the Hig-Vedo. pniti nkllYo., to show how 
the omi teaching of the VI(las wa/!i rarried on at 
)ea<;t !:oDO ll. c., and some li/atOlnt'lll s frolll the pen ! 
of two native scholars, to sl.ow how it is maintaim;J 
to the pl csr nt dny . 

The PrAti·i\,khya of the Hig ·Yetla, of which I 
pllLlisherl the text a nti a C r.:r llllllJ tr,Ul!;lation ill ItS;;G. 
contaills the rules accordillg to whi('h the AAcl'l'd 
kxts are t (1 1)0 pronouneM. I tit ill 3.')cribc this. which 
ti t't'm~ to me thc oldest Prtlti.:i,khya, to the :)tll or 
6th ccntury 11 ('" to a pt:riorl betw('cn Yil.ska. on OJle 
sillo. anrl PA" ini on the Otlll'l\ un til more powerful 
arguments can be brt.:lght fon\'l\.nl o.g.tin st this date 
than liM'!;' ~Cll hitherto nd vtl llced. In the 15th 
cltaptf'c of that. Prl1ti~ak l,ya we finrl a description 
c..f the methorl followl·J ill the fcho(,ls of ancicllt. 
lndia. The teachec, we 8re tvld. must. hillls(·lf hanl 
passed through t.he reeognis" d clI lTicuhun. Ilnrl ha\ c 
fulfilled Iln tho d,l ti"s of a Bmhntunica.1 student. (bra.h~ 
Ula,b1rin). befure he is allowed to bt'COliwa teacher ami 
he IIIlIst tCll ch such studenls ollly cs submit to all tho 
rules of studelltship. H e :should settlc down in a 
propcr place. If he hns only cne pupil or t.wo, tlll'y 
should sit on h:s right side; if morc. thcy must sit 
as there is rOt:U1 for them. At tho beginning of each 

'" 
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l('('~uro the pupils f'mbrace the feet of their teacher, 
and say: Read Sir. The teacher answers: Om, Yes, 
and then pronounces two words, or, if it is a. com· 
pound, one. When the teacher has pronounced one 
word or two, the first pupil repeats the Brst word, but 
if tli!'TC is anything that requires explanation, the 
pupil sa.rs Sir; and after it has been explained to 
him (the teacher !3oays) Om, Yes, Sir. 

In this manner they go on till they have finished 
8. pu.na. (question), which consists of three verses, 
or, if they arc VClses of morc than forty to forty­
two RyllR hlp~, of two verses. If they are pankti. 
VC11:1(,8 of forty to forty-two syllablcs each, a. praOn8. 

may comprise either two or three; and if a. hymn 
consist.s of one verse only, that is supposed to fonn 
a pm. os.. After the pra'nlI. is finh.hed, thoy haNe 
all to repeat it once mort', and then to go on learmng 
it Ly heart., pronouncing every s)lIahle with the high 
accent.. After the teacher has first told a. pra..nn. 
to hig pupil on the tight, the othclS go round him 
to the right, and tilig goc~ on till the whole adhyaya. 
or lecture is finished: a J\'cturc consisting geocrally 
of sIxty pra~na!l. At the end of the la<>t half· versa 
the teacher says Sir, and the pupil replics, Om, Yes, 
Sir, repeating also the verses requireJ at. tht! enll 
of a lecture. The pupils then emLrace the feet of 
iheir teacher, and IU'C rlismiSl>cd. 

These are the genClal features of 8. lesson, but the 
Pti.ti$a.kbyr. contains a number of minutc rules be· 
sides. For instance, in order to prevent sma.ll words 
from being neglected, the teacher is to repeat twiee 
every word which bas but one high accent, or COD­

s;.sta of one vowel only. A numlJcr of small words 
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are to be followed by the pa.rticle iti, 'thus,' oth('r~ 
are to be f...Jloweu by i ti, and then to be repea.led 
again, e.g la.iti ~.a.. 

The<>e lectures continued during about half Ihc 
year, the term beginning generally with the rainy 
8efl.:Kln. Thero Were, however, many holidays on 
which DO lectures were given, and on these points 
also the most minute regulations are given Loth in 
the Gnh) a anu Dharma sfltra'l. 

This must sumcc as a pictllTo of what took place 
in India about 500 B C, Let us DOW see what n )­
mains of the ancient s) stem at pi escnt. 

In a. lett.el· recein.>U irom the learned editor of 
the 'Slaa fdal"ana.·lintaniktl.,' or Stud1Cs in Indiall 
Philosophy, dated Poena, 8 June, 1878, the writer 
snys: 

'A stuuent of a. Rig-Vooa-,ftkha. (a. rcecn!lion of 
the Hi:; Veda.) if sharp and as."iJuous, tak .. s about 
eight ) ears to leam the l)lUiagrant.hn.s, the kn bouk~, 
which consilOt of 

(I) The Sa'lIhiU, or the hymM. 
(1) The Br:illlDaloa, the l'l'OSC treatise on sacri­

fices , etc. 
(3) The Ara'iyaka, the forest-book. 
(4-) Tho Gr;hya-sutras. tho rules on domestic 

ceremonies. 
{5-1O) The ~ix Ailgas, treatises on Siksba, pro-' 

mmeiation. UyotlRha., n.stlonomy, Ka.lpa.. ceremonia.l, 
Vyl1karalla, grammar, NiJlta,du a.nd Nirukta. ety­
mology, KI.andas, metre. 

'A pupil studies every day dUI ing the eight years., 
except on the holtdays the "o-called anadhy!l.ya, i. e. 
non-reading days, There being 360 days in .. lunar 
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year, the eight rcaro; would giv(' l,jm 2RSO days. 
From t.his 334 holiJdYIi have to he deductcd leasing 
him 2496 work-clap during the eight yell.rq. 

'Now the ten books con..,i~t on a rough caJc\11a.ti on 
of 29.500 b'lokM, flO that a student of the Rig-VMS. 
11M to learn about twelve ... Iokas a. Jay, a. ~lok80 
cOll~iliting of thirty-two f1yllableo;. 

'I ought to point Ollt to you the source of my 
information. ""c havt· an as.'lOcilLtioll ill PlJvna wl.ich 
i'\ called the Veua..;,strottt',ukasahhit, which annually 
l\wl\l'\b pl'i{.('s in all recogni'll'U lm': !lchCf> of Sanskrit 
lell rning <l11ch [J.'i th e six schoui9 of Indian philo<oophy, 
the' AJI\likil l'&-~ ilstra or l'il ctoric, Vaioyaka or medi­
cine, G)"otil;lia. or astrollomy, r('citatio n of tIL(' Veda. 
in its Jitrcr~nt forms, such Il..'\ Pllda., Kmllla, Ghana, 
a.nd Gati\., and all the sul~cct~ I have alre Hly mcn­
tioned under the Jlallle of DMagrantha, in the C8.';C 

of the Rig-Veda DI"ll,hmalls. The Iwim-ml:n arc Te­

cummended by no board of examiners In every 
subject a threefold tcflt IS employcll,-thcoreticai 
Imowledgc of the subject (plakriY:l), geller,li know­
k~lg<l of the sul~cct (upilsthiti), aud tl,,~ CUJI)ltrtlction 
of passagc'J from rccogniHcd work'i in each branch 
of knowledge (granthiirthapariksh:i). About loOO 
rupees are distributed by the leading Da.tive gentlc­
IIIcn of Poona. At a mocting heM the 8t·1I Md.Y lust 
thero were about fifty Sanskrit Pandits and VaiJika.s_ 
In their presence I got the information from an old 
Vaidika much rcspected in Poona.' 

Another interesting account of the state of nath'e 
leaming comes from the pell of Profesflor R. G_ 
Bhandarkar, M.A.. (. Indian Antiqua.ry; lR74, p. ]32) : 

'Every Brahmanic family' he writes, 'lli devoted 
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tn the study of & particular Veda, and a pa.rticular 
... ilkh;l (recen~ion) of a Veda; and the domestic rites 
of the family are p t..' rrorHH:,'d according to the ritual 
Ilt~lIcrihed in the Sutra connected wit.h that Veda.. 
The Rtudy comists in gctti'lg by heart the bonk s 
forming the particular Veua. III Northern India, 
wh ere the predomina.nt Veda i!~ the While Y Mu"h, 
sud the ~[tki l li. tlla.t of the Mitdhyandinas, this study 
has aimOf~t died. out, except at Bant~ras, where Brah· 
Wallie families from all pa.rt~ of India arc settled. 
It prevai ls to some exlcnt in Gujarat , but to a. 
lHuch greater extent in the AJal'.ll/.a cou nt.ry; a nd in 
Tailnngana. there is a la rge nUHl Ucr of Brahmans 
who still devote their lirl.l to this stndy. Nllmbt,-,."", uf 
tlw.se go at-out to an pa.rts of thc COHntry in search 
of J aksh ilJa (ft..'e, a.l ms), and a ll wcH·w-do nati\"e.'1 
patronisc th em aeconling to their menns. l)y gctt illg' 
tln'ut to repeat pOl'tioll~ of tlH'ir Vella., which is 
1I 1lJ.~ tly the Black Ya.'lush, with A pastnmba fur their 
Slitra. Hardly a. week P:J.sscs here in Bombay in 
which no Tllilangana Brahman COUles to me to ask 
fo)' dakshi"h. On each occasion I get the men to 
I'l'peat wlJ3.t they lun'C learlled, and eompare it with 
the prin k·d texts ill my possession. 

With referenee to their occupati()n, Brahman8 of 
('nch Veda. are generally (livideJ into two clru;scs, 
GI·ithasthl\.8 and Bhikshukas. Th e former devote 
t hlJlllsclves to a worldly avocati on, while tbe latwr 
spend their time in the study of th('ir sacred. books 
allJ the practice of their rel igious rites . 

. Both these classes have to repeat daily the 
Sandhyii.·v8.ndana. or twilight Frayers, the forms of 
which a.re somewhat difh;rcltt fvr t.he dihel'cnt Ved&S. 
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But the repetition of the Giiyatri mantra. 'Tat Savitur 
varellyam,' etc., five, ten, twenty-eight or a. hundred 
and eight times, which forms the principal portion 
of the ceremony, is common to all. 

'Besides this, 8. great many perform daily what 
is called BrahmayaJua, which on certain occasions 
is incumbent on all. This for the Rig_vedis con~i.~ts 
of the fil'st hymn of the fir'll', mall'/a.ia., and the 
opening: sent-enccs of the Aitareya. Brilhmalla, the 
five parts of the Aitarey& Ara·,yaka., the Y aou~­
tlll,fI,hitJ., ti,e S:'lma-salllhit:.l, the Atharva-S&lflhita, AN­
va);lyana Kalpa Sutra, Niruktn, KJ,sndas, Nigha,.,ru, 
C.) uLitlila., ~iksh;l, Pil,ini, Ya'lliava,lkya·Smriti, Mahii.-
1h:l.ratn., and the Sutfa!> of KaJlilda., Gaimini, anu 
Badariya1!-8.. 

'Such Bhik8hu~as, however, 8.S have studied the 
whole Veda rl'peat more than the first hymn; they 
repeat as much as they wish (s& yfwan manyet.'l. 
tivad adhi:t.ya., A~vltll'yana) . 

• Some of the Bhikshukas are what a.re calh~'il 

YiL.; nika.s. Th£'y follow 8. priestly occupation, and 
illY.! skilled in the performance of sacreri rit. 8 •..• 

'But a. more important cla~8 of Bhikshukas aro 
the Vaidika,>. aome of whom am Yt\1nikas as well. 
Lea.rning the Veda':! by heart and repea.ting the.n 
in 8. manner never to make a single mistake, even 
in the accents, is the occupation of their life. The 
best Rig-vedi Vaidika knows by heart the Se.mhit..l, 
Pada, Kl'ama, Gata and Ghana of the hymns, the 
Aita.reya Bdhma·.a, and Aranyaka, the Kalpa. and 
Or,bya. SUtra. of LvaI:i.yana, the Nighanlu, Nirukt&, 
KI/andas, Gyotisha, .5iksha, and PWlini's gramlLlar. 
A Vaid~k& is tbus a living Vedic libl'al'Y_ 
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I The SamhitA, Pada, Krama., Cata and Ghana are 
different names for peculiar arrangements of the text 
of the hymns. 

I In the Samhita. text all words are joined according 
to the phonetic rules peculiar to Sanskrit. 

I In the Pada. text the words are divided, anu 
compounds also are dissolved . 

• In the Kl'ama text, suppose we have a line of 
cleven words, they are arranged as follows, the rule'> 
of Sa.ndhi being observed throughout for kt.tcrs antI 
acccnt: 

1, 2; 2,3; 3,4; 4,5; 5, 6; 6, 7; 7, 8; etc. 
The last word of each v("l'se, and half-verse too, is 
repeated with iti (veshtana).' 

These three, tLe Sa·uilit;'\, Pad", ,&nd Krama texts, 
are the least artificial, and arc ment.ioned alreatly 
in the AitarcYfL-ura"yaka, though under different 
and, as it would seem, oj:ler names. 'fhe SMllhiw, 
tex t is ca.lled Nil'bhu.1a , i. e. inclined , the final 
and initial letters being as it were inflected; the 
Pada text is called Pratrilllla, i.e. cut asunder; the 
Krama text, ULba.yam-antarella, i. c. between the 
two I. 

' In the Caw the wordR a.re arranged as follows: 
'1,2,2,1, 1,2; 2,3,3,2. 2,3; 3,4, 4,3,3,4; etc. 

I ' Rig . .,ed"'prl"lt,.:.khy&, ' ed. M. M ., p. m, and' Naehhi\ge,' p. U. 
Qllite .. ol'ff'erent nomenciaturfJ ;8 that {"mId in the ' s.. ... hi topanishad. 
brli.hma"a.' I. (...t. Burnell, l'p. 9, 11, I'oeq.) 'The three ~ ... hiL'l. .. men· 
tioned there IIr .. co,I.led 6IId,\I,il., adubpri.h!:l, and .. nirhhllgil;. The 
fin;t i . expl .. 'ned .... ~it.ed aft.t.r ha~h;lIg, .. te. in .. pUN! or holy plMe; 
the . eoond M recited witioollt any ",i~t..ke ,,{ pronunciation; the tbinl 
anirbh llg$, M recited wl,il .. the a nn. do not extend beyond the kneel', 
the acctnti be:ng iwl.icat.et1 with lobe tip of the thwnlo 8triking apina~ 

\he 6ngen. 
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The la:>t word of each verse and half~vcrsc is ro­
pcaterl with i ti. 

, III the Ghana the words are arranged as follows: 
I,~, 2, I, 1,2,3,3,2, I, 1,~, 3; 2,3,3,2,2,3,4, 

4,3,2, 2,3; 2,3,3,2,2,3,4,4,3,2,2,3,4; 3,4,4, 
3, :1, 4, 5, 5, 4, 3, 3, 4, 5 ; etc. The I u.~t two words of 
('ft C:1 wrsc and half~verse are r('peatE'd with i ti, aJJ 

(' g. 7, 8, 8,7,7,8; 8 iti 8; and again, 10, 11 , ]1, 
W, 10, 11; 11 iti 11. Compuunds are dissolvl'u 
(H.\'tlgraha) . 

• '1 he ohject-of these difft'rC'ntarrangcments j<. simply 
thc most accurate preservation of tIll' sacred kxt.. 
:K{,j it! the recit.al merely lIH:cllanical, the att.cn~iun 

1"-' 1I1g cOllstantly rl'quired for tho ph onetic clwngl's 
of final and initial letters, and for the ConSU\llt 
l1Ioditicatiun of the accents. Th e different accents 
fll'0 di r>tincti.v shown by moduhLtions of the "vice. 
Tile Rig-Vedi,>, Killlva,>, and Atharva-vedis do this 
ill a. way different from the Taittiri)"&$, while the 
1>1 ,dhyandinas indicate the accents by cerlain move· 
lUl'nts of the l'igh t hand. 

'Among the Rig-Ved is it is not common to go ·~o 

flU as the Ghana, t1H'y arc gencl·n.lly satistit'd witII 
:-;i~'l,hitf~ Pa-da, and Krama. Among the TaittidYIl!>, 
however, & grea.t many Vaidikas go up to the Glmlla. 
of the hymns, sinee they ha.ve to get up only their 
lh·,U!RHl.lla and A.ra',yaka in ndJltioll. Some karn 
the Taittiriya Prttti~akhya also, Lut the V\.!d:mgas 
art! not attended to by that e1asfI, nor indeed by 
any except the Rig-Vedis. The M,\dhynndinas g\.!t 
up the Samhita" Pa.da, Krama, GaLH., Rnd Ghana. of 
their hymnB; but their studies generally stop ther<3, 
aud there is hardly one to be found who klluws 
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t~IC whole Fatapatha Bnihmana by hcart, though 
seVCl'al get up portions of it. There are very few 
Athana·veuis in the Bombay Prosiuency. The stu· 
dents of the Sir.'l.la-vcda have their own illnumel'ablc 
mudes of singing the S ima.s. They get up their 
Br,'thma."a...'i and Upanishads also . 

• There is another class of Vedic studcnts called 
~"rotriyR", or popularly .. "irautls. They are acquainted 
"ith thc art of performing the great sacrifices. Tht'y 
an~ generally good Vai.J ik ll.,<J o.nd in adJition ", tu<ly 
the Kalpa·suh"18 and the PJ'8yogas, or manuals. Thd r 
ItnmLer i ~ v(' ry limiteu . 

' Herc an~l there one mcd<J with Agnihntri~ , who 
maiutain the three saCI iticial fires, and prrfurm the 
fllrtnightly Ishlis (s!l.Crifices), and Ki\tunn;lsyas (pur­
tie-ular sacrifices cvcry four months). The grl.lmkr 
Solita stlCl·;ficcs are JWW and then hrought fonv.Jnl, 
Lu t the), IU"C, as a matter of coursc, very Ilnfn'quclJ t.: 

These ext .. ac~ will show what. call be done by 
memory for the presel"\'!l.tion of a n ancient literature, 
The texts of the Vella have \x-en handed down to us 
with such accuracy that thel"C is hardly a various 
reading in the proper Sense of the "'01:<1, or evcil an 
ulleertain accent, in tho whole of t.hc Rig·Vcua.. There 
are CQlJ:uptio!}..s in the text, which cun be di!;co\'cn:d 
Ly critical invcl> tigat.ion; but evcn these corrllptiollS 
lUust have formed part of the l"Ccognh;cd text since it 
was finally settled. Some of thcm belong to differcnt 
S.lkhfts or recensions, and are discus~ed in their bear­
ing by ancient authorities. 

The authorit.y of the V CU/l" in respect to a.ll religious 
qucstions, is as great in In<lia now a.s it ha-<; ever been. 
It never was uncontested a.ny more t.han the authorit.y 
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o( Rny other sacred book ba.!1 b~n. But to the vaqt 
ma.jority of orthodox believer!! the Vt!tla. forms still 
the highest and only infa.lIible authcrity, quite as 
much as the Bible with us, or the Koran with the 
A!Qhamwe<lanR. 



TIlE WORSHIP OF TANGIBLE, 

SEMI-TANGIllLE, AND INTANGIllLE 

OBJECTS. 

l ET us c1e1l'1y see the plac~ from which we start.. 
~ the point which we wish to roach, and the rood 

which wo have to trd.vcl. We want to reach the 
point where religious ideas take their first origin , lmt 
we decline to a\"ail oursel ves of the beaten tl-acks of 
till' fetish theory on the le ft, and of the theory of a 
primordial revelation 0 11 the right side, in order to 
an·jv(> at 0111' gonl. We want to find a road which, 
s tarting from what everybody b'Tants us, viz tho 
knowledge supplied by QUI' five senses, lee.ds us 
straight, tholl C!. h it may be s19wJy to a velier in what 
ifl not, or at lCMt not entirely, supplied to us by the 
g{'llSes:- the Yarions disguises of the infinite, tho 
supernatural, or the divine. 

Evidence or religion never entirely sensuous. 

An religions, 110wever they ma.y differ in other 
respect8, agree in this one point, tha.t their evidence 
is not tmtiruly Ruppiu.)J by flensuous perception. ' This 
lLllplies, &d we saw, cwn to fetish-worship, for in wor­
shipping his fetitlb, the sa-vage coes not worship a. 
cowmon stone hut a. stune which, be~ides Ixing u. 
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st.one that can be touched and hlln,11ed i"l supposed 
to be something else, this something else being beyond 
the rettth of om' hands, our cal'S, or our eye!!. 

IIow docs this arise? What is the historical pro~ 
cess which produces the cOllvi!'tion, that there is or 
that there can Le. anything oeyonJ what is manifest 
to our senses, something invisihle, or, as it is soon 
c.dleJ. infinite, !luper-human, divine1 It may, no 
douLt, be an entire mistake. a mere hallucination, to 
speak of things invisibh-, or infinite, or divine, Rut 
in tll!l.t CR!le, we want t.o know all the mol'C, how it is 
that peopk appal~'ntly sanc on all other points, have, 
from the beginning of the world to tho present day, 
been insane on this one point. We want an answer 
to this, or we shall have to surrender religion lUI 

altogether unfit for !>cienti;';'c treatlUent. 

External revelation. 

If we thought that tn C're wonls could help us, we 
should My that all reljgions ideas which transcen,l 
the limit. .. of sensuous perception, owed their origin 
to some kind of external revela.t ion. This HOUlHls 

well, a.nd thcle is hardly any religion that does not 
put forward some such claim, But we have only ·to 
translato t.his sl'gumcnt as it meets us everywhel'e, 
into fetish langnRge, in order to sce how little it 
would help us in removing the difficulties which u.1r 
our way in an historical study of the origin and 
growth of reliJiou8 iuea.... Suppose we asked all 
Ashanti priest how he knew that his fet:sh was not 
a common stone, but something else, call i~ as yon 
like; and suppose he wel'e t.o say to us that the fetish 
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himself had told him so, had revealed it to him, 
what should we 8ay1 Yet the theory of a prime\'t\l 
revelation, di"guise it a8 you may, always rests on 
this very argulllent. How did man know that there 
are godsl Because the gods themselvestolJ him so. 

Thi .. is an idea. which wo find both Alllong the 
lowellt and amongst tho most ll igh ly civilised races. 
It i':l a constant saying among African tribes, that 
'formerly heaven wa~ nearer to men than it is now, 
that the high-::st goJ, the ('reator himself, gave fonnerly 
lessons of wisdom to human beings; but that afU'r­
w8.rd~ ho withdrew from them, and dwells now far 
from them in he8. \"on I : 'fhe Hindus 2 say the same, 
and they, as well as the Greeks·l , appeal to their 
ancestors, who 1\(1,<1 li"' ~J in closer comm unity with 
the gods, as their authority on what they bdievc 
about the gods, 

But the question is. how did tho.t idea of gods, or 
of anything beyond ",I!at we can see, first rise up in 
the thoughtf; of lIlen, even in the thoughts of their 
eadiest aucesLors. The rcal problem is, how Ill IHl 

gained the pl'\·Jicatc Uod: fur he must clearly ha\"c 
gained that pl'etli('atc hcfo\'c he could apply it to allY 
object, wlwthel' yi:;iblc or illVisiblo. 

Internal rovelation. 

Wh('n it Wa'> founJ t1l1lt the concept of the infinite, 
t.he iuvi<,iblc, or the divine, could not be forced into 
\l8 from without, it was thought that the difficulty 

I W.'t1, ii, p. 171. 
I Rig.V~.J", I, li!), 2; VII, 70, 4.; Muir'. 'Sa.nslrit Turn,' iii, 

p,21&. 
I Nagel_beah, 'lfomerilohe The<)JO',pe,' p. UiL 



17G LI:CTURE IV. 

could be met by another word. Man. we were told, 
possessed a religious or superstitious instinct, bl 
which he, a.lone of all other living creatures, was 
enabled to perceive the infinite, the invisible, the 
divine. 

Let us translate this answer also into simple feti sh 
Janf,flJage and I think we shall be surpr.scd at our 
own primitivencs-s. 

]f an Ashanti were to tell us that he CQuid sea 
that there was somet.hing else in his fetish beyond a 
lIlere stono, because be pos'Wsscd an instinct of sooing 
it , we .. hould prohably wonder at. the progress whie!.! 
he ha.d made in hollow phraRcology under the in­
tlucnce of European ten.ching, but we should hardly 
think that the study of man was likely to be much 
benefitted by the help of unsophi!>tiCdwd savages. 
To admit a religious instinct, as something over a.nd 
aoo'.e our ordinary mental facult ies, in order to ex­
plain the origin of religious idcas, i'l the same as to 
admit a lingubtie justinet in order to explain the 
Or\6rin of languago, or an arithmetic in-st.inet in Older 
to explain our puwer of eountillg. It is the old story 
of certain drugs producing sleep, because forsooth thcy 
l,ossess a. soporific quality. 

I do not deny that there is a. grnin of truth in both 
these answers, but that grain must first he picked 
(lUt. from 8. whole bushel of unt.ruth. For shortness' 
BIlka, and after we have carefully explained what uoe 
mean by a. primeva.l revelation, wha.t we mean by a. 
J eligious inst.inci, we may perha.ps be allowed to 
continue to employ these terms; but they ha.ve 80 

often been used witb 8. wrong purpose, tha.t it would 
seem wiser to avoid them in future a.ltoget.ber. 
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Ha.ving thus burnt the old bridges on which it 
J.as so easy to e8C&J?tt. itom the many difficulties 
which stare us in the fid!, when we ask for the origin 
of religious ide&8, all that remains to us now is to 
adva.nce. and to see how far we sball succeed in 
accounting for the origl'n of religious ideas, without 
taking refuge in the admissi m either of a. primeval 
reveJation or of a religious jnstmet. We have our five 
senses, and we have the world before UB, such as it is, 
vouched for by the evidenee of the scmes. The ques­
tion is, how do we a.rri ve at. a world beyond 1 or 
rather, how did our Arya.n forefathers arrive there l 

The senelle and their evidence. 

Let us begin then from the beginning. We call 
real or manifest what we can perceive with our five 
scuses. Tha.t is a.t lea.st what a primitive mao calls 
so, and we must not drag in here the question, whether 
our senses really convey to us real knowledge or not. 
We are not dcalmg at pre'>Cnt with Berkeleys and 
Humes, not even with an Empedokle$l or Xenophanes, 
but with 8. quaternary, it may be a tertiary Troglodyte. 
To him a bone which he can touch, smell, taste, see, 
nnd, if necessary, hear, as he cracks it, is real, very 
real, as real as anything can be. 

We should distlDguish, however, even in tha.t early 
stage between two classes of senses, the Senses of 
touch, scent, and taste, which ha.ve sometimes been 
called the palaioteric senses I, on one side, and the 
eellBes of sight and hea.ring, the so·called fttoUrfC 

eensee, on the other. The:first three give us thQ 

• lL Mllirhetod. 'The SeIlMl,' 

• 
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greatest ma.oori.a.l cert.&inty; t.he two last admit of 
douht., and have frequently to be verified by the 
former. 

Touch seems to offer the most irreCraga.ble evidence 
of rea.lity. It is the lowest, the least specia.lised and 
developed sense, and, from an evolutionary point of 
view, it has been classed as the oldest sense. Scent. 
and tasOO are the next morc specialised senses, and 
they are used, the former by animals, and the latt.eT 
by children. for the purpose of further verification. 

To many of the higher animals scent seems the 
most important t.('st of ohjective reality. while with 
Ulan, and particularly with civilised maD, it has 
almost ceased to render any service for that. purpo,>e. 
A child makes but little use of scent, but in order 
to convrnC<l itself of the reality of e.n object, it 6.r"t 
touches it, and aft.erwards, if it MD, it puts it. int.o 
its mout.h. The lat.ter PIOCC<'S is f:llm endered as we 
grow older, but. the former, that of touching things 
with our ha.nds for the pUf pose of verIfication, remains. 
Many a man, even now, would say that nothing is 
real that cannot be touched, though he would not 
inllist., with the same eeri.a.inty, that everything that 
iJ:I rea.! must. have a. smell or a. taste. 

The rnG&ning of manifest. 

We find this confirmed by language a180. When 
we wish to affirm that the rea.lity of any object cannot 
be reasona.bly doubted, we say that it is fIIallift:st. 
When the Romans formed this adjective, they knew 
very well what they meant. or what it meant. Malli~ 
/e4t meant., with them, wha.t can be touched or struck 
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with the hand9, Fendo wa9 a.n old Latin verb, mean­
ing to 9trike. It was preserved in 0ffelldo, or in difendf), 
to ~trike or to push away from a person. Festus, an olll 
irregula.r participle, stands for jm,) and til', just as 
fUll-till, a. cudgel, st&nds for jos-1i8 l,jOIlIl-ti8,jOluirtis. 

ThisjilStis, cudg.el, however, has nothing to do with 
fiAt!. F in English points to Latin and Greek p; 
hence fillt is probably connected with the Greek 1fvt. 
with c1enclled fists, Latin PII,'lI"', a. battie, originally a. 
boxing, 1ft>KT~~ and pI/gil, a boxer. The root of the<;e 
words is preserved in the I.atin verb lllt/lyo, lJuJlu:fi, 
pllnctum, so that the inyj<.;ilole point in geometry, or 
the mo<.;t abstruse point in metaphysics, takes ik. name 
from boxing. 

The root which yielded j emia, fIUJi·i" and re~lwt 
is quiw different. It is (lha.n or ban, to strike uawn, 
which appears. in Greek 8dllttV, to strike, 8;vop, the 
fla.t of the hand, in Sanskrit han, to kill, nidhana., 
death, etc. 

Let us return now to the things which the enrly 
inhabiLants of this earth would call manifest. or real. 
A stone, or a bone, or a shell, a tlee also, 1\ mountain 
or a river, an animal also or & man, all these woul.1 
be called rcal, beeau<;e they could be struek with 
the hand. In fact, nIl the common objects of t.heir 
sensuous knowledge would to t.hem be real. 

Dlviflion of sense-olljecta into tangible 
and seml-bLngible. 

We can, however, divide this old st.ock of primeval 
knowledge into t.wo classes:-

I Con8en, • Aua8praehE',' i. 149. ii 100. 
I Griw.w, • D:c~i~J,' Il. v. {11IIo'. N, 
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(1) Some objecta, such as stones, bones, shells. 
flower&, berries, branches of wood, can be touched, &s 
it were, all round. We hAve them before us in their 
completeness. They cannot evade our grasp. There 
is nothing in them unknown or unknowable, at least 
so far as those are concerned who had to deal with 
them in early days. They were tbe most fa.mlliur 
household-words of pl'imitive society. 

(2) The case is different when we come to trees, 
mountains, rivers, or tobe earth. 

........ 
Even a. tree, at lea..<;t ODe of the old giants in a pri­

meval forest, bas something overwhelming and over­
awing. Its deepest roots are beyond QUI' reach, its 
hew towers high abo,,'c U8. We may stand beneath 
it, touch it, look up to it, but our senses cannot take 
it in a.t one glance. Besides, as we say ourselves, 
there is life in the tree" while the beam is dean. The 
ancient people felt the same, and how Rhould they 
express it, except by saying that the tree lives~ By 
saying this, they did not go so far as to ascribe to 
the tl'(.-e a warm breath or a. beating heart, but they 
certainly admitted in the t.re<l that was springing ·up 
before their eyes, that was growing, putting forth 
branches, leaves, blossoms, and fruit, shedding its 
foliage in winter, and tha.t at last was cut down or 
killed, something that went beyond the limits of 
their sensuous knowledge, something unknown and 
strange, yet undeniably real ;-and this unknown and 
unknowable, yet undeniable something, beca.me to 

I ){,.tth--, 'E~b, of Him ... IndWLt,· p. 68. 
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the more thoughtful among them & constant BOUrce of 
wonderment. They could lay hold of it on one siue 
by their aenees, but on the other it escaped from them 
- ' it fell from them, it vauished.' 

:M:OUlltaina. 

A similar feeling of wonderment became mixed up 
with the perceptions of mountains, rivel's, the sea, 
and the earth. If we sta.nd at the foot of a. mounta.in, 
and look up to where its head vanishes in the clouds, 
we feel like dwarfs before a giam. Nay, there are 
mountains utterly impdSsahlc, which to those who 
live in the valley, lIunk the end of their little world. 
The dawn, the Bun, the moon, the stars, seem to 
r ise from the mounta.ills, the sky seems to rest on 
them, and when our eyell have climbed up to(} their 
highest vi.,ible peaks, we feel on the very thrcsholJ of 
a world Leyond. Anu let us think, not of our own 
fiat a.nd densely peopled Europe, not even of the 
Alps in a.ll their snow-clad majesty, but of that 
country, where the Vedic hymllil were first uttcreu. 
and where Dr Hooker saw from one point twenty 
snow-peaks, each over ZO,OOO feet in hcight, supporting 
the blue dome of an horizon that stretched over ontJ­
hundred-and-sixty degrees, a.nd we shall then begin to 
understand, how the view of such a. temple might 
ma.ke even 8. stout hea.rt IIhiver, before the re&l pl'e­
sence of the infinite. 

River&. 

Next to the mountains come the w8.terr8.l1~ a.nd 
rivers. When we speak of 8. river, there is nothing 
in reality corresponding to auch a namo. We see 
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indeed the mass of l\'aterwhich daily passes our dwell­
ing but. we never sec the whole river we never see 
the same river. The river, however familiar i~ ma.y 
M'em to us, escapes the ken of our five scnses, both at 
its unknown source Bnd at its unknown end. 

Seneca, in one of his letters, says: 'We contem­
plate with awe the hl-atls or sources of the greater 
riwrs. We erect altars to a rivulet, which suddenly 
and vigorously break'! forth from the d,uk. We wor­
ship the springs of hot water, a nd certain lakes are 
sacred to us on account of thcik darkness and un­
fa.thoma.ble depth.' 

Without thinking as yet of a.ll the benefits which 
riyers confer on those who settle on their banks, by 
fl'rtilising their fields feeding their flock s and defend­
ing them, better than any fLrtrcss, ng:amst the as­
RII.ults of their p-nemics, without thinking also of tho 
fcalful destruction wrought by an angry river, or of 
the sudden de3th of those who sink into its wa.ves, 
the mere sight of the torrent or the stream, like a. 
stl1l.nger coming they know not whence, a.nd going 
they know not whither, would ha.ve been enough to 
ca.1I forth in the hearts of the early dwellers on earth, 
a feeling that there must be aomething beyond the 
small speck of earth which they ca.lled their own or 
their home, that they were su rl ounc.lcd on all sides 
oy powers invisible, infinite, or divine. 

The Earth. 

Nothing, again, may seem to UII more rea.l than the 
e&rth on which we stand. But when we spea.k of tbe 
earth, oa something complete in itself, like a. stone, or 
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an a.pple, our senses fa.il us, or at least the senses of 
the early fra.mers of language failed them They had 
a name, Lut what corresponded to that name was 
something, not finite, or surrounded by 8. visible 
hodwn, but sometbing that extended beyond that 
horizon, something to a cel tain extent visible and 
manifest, but, to a much gleater extEnt, non.ma.nifest 
and invisiblo. 

These first steps which pr;mitive man must have 
made at a very carly time, mll-y Bocm Lut small stePR, 
but they were very decisive steps. if you consider in 
what direction they would lead. 'rhey were the steps 
t hat would lead man, whether he liked it or not , from 
thl,l perception of finite things, which he could handle, to 
what we call the perceptiun of things, not altogether 
tillite, which he could neither span with his tingen , nor 
with the widest circle of his eyes. However small the 
!>teps at first, this sensuous contact wit.h the infinite 
and the unknown gave the first impul~e and the 
la.st.ing direction in which man was meant to reach 
the highest point whieh he C8J1 ever reach, the idea. of 
the infinite and the divine. 

Semi·tangible objects. 

1 call thi.s second class of percepts 8emi~t(f1l9ible, 

in order-to distingui"h them from the fir:.t class, which 
may for our purposes be dt::signatcd as tangible per~ 
cepts, or percept~ of tangible objects. 

This second class is very large, and there is con~ 
s·dera.ble difference between the various percepts that 
belong to it. A flower, for instance, or a small tree 
might aca.rcely seem to beloDg to it, because the.re is 
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h&rdly anyt.hi.ng in t.hem t.hat cannot become t.he 
object of 8e08\1OU1l perception, while, there are others 
in which the hiddcn far exceeds the manifest or visible 
portion. If we take the earth, for instance, it is true 
that we perceive it, we can smeU, taste, touch, sec and 
hear it. But we can never perceive more than a very 
small portion of it, and the primitive man certainly 
could. ba.ldly form a concept of the earth, as a whole. 
He secs the soil near ]Iis dwelling, the grass of a 
field , 8. forest, it may be, and a mountain on the 
horizon ;-tbat is all. The infinite expanse which li cs 
hpyond his horizon he see!> only, if we may say 80, by 
not seeing it, or by what i.s calJed the mind's eye, 

This i'J no pla.ying with words. It is a. statement 
which we can verify for ourselves. 'Vhenever we 
look around us from some high mountain. peak, our 
eye travels on from crest to crest, from cloud to 
cloud. We rest, not because there is nothing more 
to see, but because our eyes refuse to travel further. 
It is not by "eas01lil'!f only, as is gcnera.lly supposed, 
that we know that there is an endless view beyond j­
we arc actually brought in contact with it we see 
and feel it. The vmy OOnl:lciOllSness of the finite 
power of our perception gives us the certainty of a 
world beyond; in feeling the limjt, we &lso feel what. 
is beyond t.hat limit. 

We mu~t not shrink from translating the fa.cts be­
fore UII into the only language that will do jUlltice to 
them: we ha.ve before us, before our senses, the visible 
and the tangible infinite. For in6nite is not only 
that which has no limits, but it is to tlR, and it cer­
tainly was to our earliest ancestors, tha.t also of which 
we cannot perceive the limits. 
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Intangible olijeot& 

Bu~ now let us go on. All ~hese so-called semi­
ta.ngible percept.s can s~iIl be verified, if need be, by 
some of our senses. Some portion, a~ leas~, of every 
ODe of them can be touched by our hands. 

But we now come to a third class of percepts where 
this too is impossible, where we see or hear objects, 
but ca.nnot strike them with our hands. What is our 
attitude towards them 1 

Strange as it may seem to us that there should be 
things which we can see, but not touch, the world is 
really fulI of them; and more thf\.n that, the primitive 
savage does not seem to have been very much di!~­
turLed by them. The clouds to most people are 
visible only, Dot tangible. But even if, particularly 
in mountainous counuies, we reckoned clouds among 
the semi-tangible percepts, there is the sky, there are 
the stars, and the moon, and the sun, none of which 
can ever be touched. This third class I call tlQIl­

tangible, or if I might be allowed to coin such a 
technical term, intangtbk percepts. 

We have thus, by a simple psychological analysis, 
discovered t!u·ee claSfJe8 of t!tin!,s, which we can per­
ceive with our senses, but which leave in us thrC9 
very distinct kinds of impression of reality: 

(I) 1'all!Jihle objects, such as stones, shells, bones, 
and the rest. These were supposed to have been the 
earliest objects of religious worship by that large 
school of philosophers who hold fetishism to be the 
first beginning of all religion, and who maint&in that 
the first impulse to religion came from purely finite 
objects. 
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('l) Semi-taf19iMe objects, such as trees, mountains, 
rivers, the se&, the earth. These objects supply the 
material for what I should propO!l0 to call semi­
deifies. 

(3) Intangible object.s, such as the sky, the stars, 
the ~un, the dawn, the moon. In tb.ese WE' bavl.! the 
germs of what hereafter we sha.ll have to call by the 
nalle of deities. 

TGlIItimoniell of the anclentfJ a.s to the cbt\l'aCter 
of their goda. 

Let us first considf'r some of the sutRments of 
ancient writers as to what they considered the eha­
ra.eter of their gods to be. Epicharmos RaysI, tho 
gods were the winds, water, the earili, the sun, fire, 
and the stan. 

Prodikos 2 says that the aneients considered sun 
a.nd moon, rivers and springs, and in general all that 
is useful to us, as gods, as the Egyptians the Nile; 
and that therefore bread was worshipped as Demeter, 
wine as Dionyso8, wa.ter as Poseidon, fire as He­
phrestos. 

Cresar ' , when giving his view of the religion of the 
Germa.ns, says that they worl>hipped the sun, tho 
moon, and tbe fire. 

Herodotus', when speaking of the Persians, says 
tha.t they sa.crificed to the sun, the mOOIl, the ea.l th, 
fire, wa.~r. a.nd the winds . 

• Siobaelli. 'Flor'I , xci. 29: '0 ~ .. 'E .. SXOf/Wf .. ~r 8,01>1 fT""f AJ')'fI, 
'A .. J""ur, i/foJp, W, >'1'\"''', ."p, ciq.,.il""' 

, Z61ler, 'Phi!otOphie der Griecben,' vol. i. p. 926; Sed. Math. i~ 
18, lH; Oie. N. D. i 4!. 118; Epiph, Exp. Fld. 1088, C. 

I Bell. Gall. vi. !l. • Herod. i. 81. 
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Calsus I, when speaking of the Penians, says that 
they sacrificed on hill· tops to Dia, by whom they 
mean the circle of the sky; a.nd it matters little, he 
adds, whether we name this being Di$. or' the Most 
High: or Z~v~, or Adonai, or Saba.oth. or Ammon, or 
with the Scythians Papa. 

Quintius Curting gives the following account of the 
religion of the Indians: 'Whatever they began to re.. 
vcrence thcy called gods, particularly the trees, which 
it is crimina.l to injw·(l2.' 

Teatlmony or the Veda. 

Let us now turn to the old hymns of the Veda 
themselvcq, in order to see what the religion of the 
Indians, described to us by Alexa.nder·s companions 
and their SUCCCSf'OI'<J, rea.lly was. To whom are the 
hymns addressed which have been pl'CBervcd to us as 
the most ancient relics of human poetry in tho Aryan 

i world? \ They arc addres'>ed not to stocks or stonc'!, 
, hut to rivers, to mountains, to clouds. to the earth, to 
\ the sky, to the dawn, to the sun-that i::l to say, not ,to ta.ngible objects or so-calloo fetishes but to those 
ivery objects which we called semi-tangible, or in­
tangible. 

This Is indeed an important confirmation, and one 
that a. hundred yca.rs ago no one could have looked 
furward to. For who would then ha.ve supposed t.hat 
we should one day be a.ble to check the fltatements of 
Alexander's historia.ns a.bout India. and the lndians, 
Ly contemporary evidence, nay by a. lit.erature at 

I Froade..in 'F'fr.su's M~ne,' 1878. p 157. 
f Curliu&, lIb. VlU. c, 9., 34. See Happel, 'Anlage sur Religion.' p. U9. 
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least a. thousand yea.rs older tha.n AJcx&I1der's ex· 
pedit.ion to India.1 

But we ea.n go still further; for by comparing the 
language of th~ Aryans of IniHa with that of the 
Aryans of Greece, Italy, and the rest of Europe, we 
can reconstruct BODle portions of that language which 
was spoken before these different members of tbli 
Aryan fa.mily separAted. 

Teetbnony of the undivided ATf&n language. 

Wha.t the ancient Aryans thought about the rivers 
and mounta.ins, about the earth and the sky, tho 
dawn and the SUD, bow they conceived what they 
perceived in tbem, we can still discover to 8. certain 
extent, because we know how they named them. 
They named them on perceiving in them certa.in 
modes of e.ctivity with which they were familiar 
themselves, 8uch as striking, pushing, rubbing. mea. 
Buring, joining, and which from the beginning were 
acoompanied by certain involuntary Bounds, gr&dually 
changed into what in the science of language we call 
roofs. 

This is, so fa.r as I can see a.t present, the origin 
of all la.nguage and of all thought" and to bave plJt 
this clearly before us, undismayed by the conflict of 
diwrgent theories and the authorities of the great~t 
names, seems to me to constitute the re&l merit of 
Noires philosophyl. 

I I have ~ tHaW 1oni. I\lbjed ehewh_ III an mime 'On the 
Orleinof a-,' publiQed ill the 'Coat.emporr.ry Review' of February. 

"t878, to which, .. well .. to Prof_ Noiri'. origiaal Wotkt, I JIl,Il.i 
hf01' for (urib. d.w.u. 
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Orlgln of la.ngouap. 

Language br~k8 out first in action. Some of the 
simplest acts, such aB striking, ru bbing, pushing, 
throwing, cutting, joining, measuring, ploughing, 
weaving, etc, were accompanied then, as they fre­
quently are even now, by certain involuntary sounds, 
sounds at first very vague and varying, but gradually 
becoming more and more definite. At first these sounds 
would be connected with the acts only. Marl, for 
instance, would accompany the act o)f rubLing, polish­
ing soones, sbarpening weapons, without any intention, 
88 yet, of reminding either the speaker or others of 
anything elsc Soon, however, this sound mar would 
bocome not only an indication, say on the part of 
a father, that he was going to work, to rub and polish 
some stone-weapons himself. Pronounced with a 
certai.n unmistakable accent, and a.companied by 
certain gestures, it would serve as a clear indication 
that the father meant his children and servantB 
not to be idle while he was at work. Mar I would 
become wha.t we call an imperative. It would be 
perfectly intelligible because, according to our suppo­
bipoD, it had been used from the first, not by one 
person only, but by many, when engaged in some 
common occupation. 

After 8. time, however, 8. new step would be made. 
lJIar would be found useful, not only &8 aD imperative, 
addresaed in common to oneself and others (m.ar, let 
us work !), but, if it was found necessary to ca.rry 
stonea that bad to be smoothed, from one place to , 
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another, {rom the sea.-sbore to a. cave, from a chalk­
pit to a bee-hive· hut, m.ar would suffice to signify 
ngt only the sOOnes that were brought together to be 
smoothed and sharpened, but likewise the stones which 
were used for chipping, sharpening, and smoothing. 
Nar might thua become an imperative sign, no 10flgcr 
restricted to the act, but distinctly referring to the 
various objects of the act. 

This ~xt.ension of the power of such a sound &9 mllr 
would, however, at once create confulJion; and this 
feeling of confusion would naturally bring with it Do 

desire for Mome expedien t to avoid confu!!ion. 
If it was felt to be necc&l&ry to distinguish between 

mar, 'let us rub OUf stonc$l,' and mar, ' now, then, 
Btones to rub,' it could be done in different ways. 
Thl' most simple and primitive way was to do it by 
a change of accent, by a. different tone of voice. This 
we see best in Chinese and other mono~yll8.bie Ian. 
guages, where the sa.me sound, pronounced in varying 
wnes, assumes different mea.ning'>. 

Another equally natural exped ient was to use de· 
monstrative or pointing signs, what arc commonly 
called pronominal roots .. and by joining them to !:Illcb 
sounds 8.8 mar, to distinguish, for instance, between 
• rubbing hE!re,' which would be the man who rubs, 
and ' rubbing there,' which would be the stone that is 
being ruhbad. 

Tb:s may seem 8. very simple act, yet it was this 
e.ct which first made man conRCious of a. difference 
between subject and objeet, D8.y which over and above 
the perceptivns of 8. worker and the work done, left 
in bis mind the concept of working, as an act, that 
eouili be. distinguisbed both from the su1dect. of the 
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w, and from its object or result. This step is the 
real 811110 morta", from sound expressi ve of percepts 
to sound expressive of concepts, which no one has 
hitherto been able to expla.in, but which bas become 
perfectly intelligible through Noire's philosophy. The 
sounds which naturally accompany repeated acts are 
from the very beginning signs of incipient concepts, 
j, e. signs of repeated sensations comprehended as one, 
As soon as these sounds become differentiated by 
accents or other outward sib'1lS 80 8.8 to express either 
the agent, or the instrument, or the place, or thc time, 
or the object of any action, the element common to 
all these words is neither more nor less than what we 
are accustomed to Colli the root, the phonetic type, 
definite in ionn, and expressive of a general aet, and 
therefore conceptual. 

These considerations belong more properly to the 
science of language; yet we coulJ not omit them here 
«Lltogether in treating of the science of religion. 

En.rly ooncepts. 

If we want to know, for instance, what the ancients 
thought when they spoke of a river, the answer is. 
th'ey thought of it exactly what they called it, and 
they called it, as we know, in different ways, either 
the runner (sa.rit), or the noisy {nadi or dhuni}; 
or if it flowed in a straight line, the plougher or the 
plough (sirA, river, sirO., plough), or the arrow; or if 
it seemed to nourish the fields, the mother (mUar); 
or if it sepa.rate J and protected one country from 
another, the defender (sindh u, from sidh, sedhati, 
to keep off). In all these names you will obtterve 
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that the river is conceived as acting. As man run8, 
80 the river runs; as man shouts, 80 the river shouts; 
a.s man ploughs, so the liver ploughs; as a. ma.n gua.rds, 
100 the river guards. The river is not ca.l1ed at first 
the plough, but. the plougher; nay even the plough 
it'lelf is for 8. long time conceived and called an agent, 
Dot 8. mare instrument;. The plough is the divider, 
the tearer, and thus shares ofren the same name with 
the burrowing boar, or the tearing wolf t, 

Everything named a.a active. 

We thus learn to understAnd bow the whole word, 
which surrounded the primitive man, w&s assimila.ted 
or digested by him, he discovering everywhere acts 
similar to bis own acts, and transferring the sounds 
which originally &cCQmpanied his acts to these sur­
rounding agents. 

Here, in the lowest depths of language, lie the true 
genus of what we aftcrwanls call figurism, animism 2, 

8nthropopathitlm, a.nthropomorphism. Here we rc· 
cugllise them as necessities, necestlities of language and 
thought, and not as what they appear to be after· 
wards, rree poet..ica.l conceptions. At a time when even 
the etone which he had himself .sharpened W8.8 still 
looked upon by man as his deputy, and called a cutter, 

1 Vn'ka j, both wolf and plough in the Veda. See' Lectllnlf on the 
8cieDee of Language,' vol I. p. 296. Tbe Slavonic bOle for bou, KJtr. 
_, i.e. Iweep·uOlle, i , lleed for plough·e.b.r.re; _ 'Gotl.ellidee lind 
CuU!18 bei den alten Preu. sen,' p. 86. 

I A.i • ..."., formerly the lUUlIe of St.hl'. doctrine that the lIOn! h .. 
'''0 tunctiOIll, that of thought &lid \hat of OJgaIlio life (_ !)ai. set, 
• L'ame et l.a vie,' 1864), i, now often uNOd to .;gnify that view of lobo 
."orld 'Whi~ _il>e.life Nld though' to iuanima~ thing.. 
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Dot a something to cut with; when his measuring rod 
wa.s a measurer, his plough a. tearer, his ship a flier, or 
Ii bird, how could it be otherwise than that the river 
should be a. shouter, the mountain a. defender, the 
moon a. measured The moon in her, or rather in his 
daily progres~, scemed to measure the sky, and in 
doing 80 llelped man to measure the time of each 
lunation, of each moon or month. Man and moon 
were working together, measuring tof,rcther, and as a. 
man who helped to IllcaSllrc a. field or to measure a 
beam might be called a measurer, say 1l11l ~ fl, from m tl, 
to measure, to make; thus the moon also was called 
m ils, the measurer, which is its actual name in 
Sanskrit, closely connccted with Greek ~f':S, Latin 
1111'1ISis, English moo/!. 

These are the simplest, the most inevitable steps 
of langulI{"re. They are perfectly intelligible, however 
much they may have been misunderstood. Only let 
us be careful to follow the glowth of human language 
and thought step by step. 

Active does not mean human. 

Because the moon was called tllea8I11'er, or even 
c9.lllenter, it does not follow th9.t the ce.rliest fra.mers 
of languages S:l.W no difference between a moon and 
a man. Primitive men, no doubt, had their own ideas 
very different from our own; but do not let us sup· 
pose for one moment tha.t they were idiots. and tha.t, 
beca.use they saw some simila.rity between their own 
aets and the acts of ri vers, mountains, the moon, the 
8un, and the sky, and because they ea.lled them by 
names expressive of those seta, they therefore aa.w no 

o 
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difference between a. ma.n, called 8. measurer, and the 
moon, called a. measurer, Letw(''C1l a rcal mother, and a 
river called the mother. 

When everything that was known and named haJ 
to be conceived l\.'i active, and jf active, then as per­
sonal, when a soone was a cutter, a tooth, a grinder or 
an cater, 8. gimlet, a borer, there was, no doubt, con­
siderable difticulty in dispcrsonifying, in di<;tinguishing' 
betwccn a measurer and the moon, in ncutralisi n~ 
wOI'ds, in producing in fact neuLer nouns, in clearly 
disHnguishing the tool from the hand . the hand frmll 
the man; in finding a way of :~pc&killg c\'cn of a. 
stone as something' simply trodden under foot. There 
was no difficulty in figuring, anima ting, or personi-
f) ing. 

Thus we ~ce h ow, for our purpose'!, the problem ()f 
personification, which gt.ve so much trouble to former 
stuucnta of religion and mythology, is c,)mpietdy in­
verted. QUI' probh:m is nut, how language came to 
pel·souify, but how it suceecueu ill dispcl'sonifying. 

Grammatical geoder. 

It has generally been supposed that grammatical 
gender Wlllt t.he cause of pen.onification. It is not 
the C8.U8e, but the result. No doubt, in languages 
in which the distinction of grammatical gender is 
completely esta.bHshed, and particularly in the later 
p eriods of such langua.ges, it is more ea.sy for poet~ to 
personify. But we are here speaking of much earlier 
times. No, even in sex-denoting langua.ges, there 
was a period when this denota.t.ion of sex di,l not 
yet. exist.. In the .Arya.n languages, wh:ch aftel'Wal·ds 
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developed the system of grammlttical genuer '!o0 vcry 
fully, some of the oldest words are withvut genuer. 
Paler is not a masculine, nor mater a feminine; nor 
do the oldest wOlds for river, mountain, tree, or sky 
di~elose any outward signs of grammatical genuer. 
But t-bough without any signs of gender, all ancient 
nouns expressed activit.ies. 

In that state of language it was almo.:;t impos'liblo 
to speak of things not ReLive, 0 1' not personal. Every 
Ilame meant something active. If ('fiLe I , the hed, 
meant the kicker, so dal Ctli.1:, thc l"tonc. There wa~ 
no other way of naming it. If the heel kicked the 
stonp, the stone kickeu the heel; tlley wcre both cn/,c. 
V i in the Veda i~ a bini, a tlier, and the t;ame wUI'.l 
means a.lso an anow. Yudh llll:allt a fighler, a. 
weapon, and a fight. 

A great step \ya" marJc, however, when it was 
pO"lsible, by outward sign~, to di1>li ngui"h loetwel'n 
the Kick-llero, ami the Kick-there, the Kicker nOtI 
the Kicked, and at last between animate anu inani­
llIate namcs. Many languages nc"~r went beyond 
this. In the Aryan languages a fur ther swp W!\.'1 

made by distingu il'>bing, amung animate Leing'i, be­
tween males and females. 'l'hi8 distinction Legttu, 
not with the introduction of masculine nouns, but 
with the introduction of fl'lll inincg, i. e. with the 
setting apart of certain dcrivative suffi xes fur fe­
malcM. By this all othcr wOJ'Ut; becallle masculine. 
At a. still later timc, certain for llls were set a.part. 
fol' things that wcre lleuter, i.e. neithcr fcminine 

• CRle 8, from .y'ka.l, cel lo; heel, the Old N. ha!l·l; Gr. "0£ for dot. 
for 1tO."l. c.Jx, cal-cuI UI, ca.1 cui "'l'. etc. 

o • 
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Dor mMcmline, but generally in the nominative and 
accusative only. 

Grammatical gender, therefore, though it helps very 
p<lwerfully in the later process of poetical mythology, 
is not the real motive power. That motive power is 
inherent in t.he very na.ture of language and t.hought. 
Man has vocal signs for his own acts, ho discovers 
bimilar act.s in the outward world, and he grasps, 
he lays hold, he compreh"nds the various objects of 
his outward world b,} the same vocal signs. He 
never dreams at first, because t.he river is called a 
defender, t.hat therefore the river h/1.3 legs, and arms, 
and wea.ponl! of defeucc; or that the moon, because 
he divides and measures the sky, is a carpent.er. 
Much of this misunderstanding will arise at a laror 
time. At present, we move as yet. in much lower 
strata. of thought. 

Auxiliary verbs. 

We imagine that language is impossible without 
sentences, and that sentencrs arc impossible without 
the copula. This view is both right. and wrong. If 
we mean by sentence what. it means, namely an 
utterance that conveys a sense, then it is right: if 
we mean that it is an utterance com,ieting of seve'I'al 
words, a subject, and a predicate, and a copula, then 
it is wrong. The mere imperative is a sentence; 
every form of the verb may be a. scntcnce. What 
we now call a noun was originally a kind of 8en~ 
tauoo, consisting of the root and some so-called suffix, 
which pointed to something of which that root was 
predicated. So again, when there is a subject and 
.. predicate, we may say that a copula is understood, 
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Lut the truth is that at fiMt it was not expre~",cd, 
it was not rcquir£'d to be expressed; na.y in pflffiith 6 
languflgcs it we. .. simply impossible to express it. To 
be able to say vi)' €lit bmlllIJ, instead of vir bonus, is 
one of the latest aehievements of human speech 

We saw that the early Ar)ans found it difficult 
to speak, that is to think, of an) thing except a.9 

active. They had the same clifficl1Jties to ovel eome, 
when trying to say that a. thing simply is or was. 
They could only express that lcled. at fit.,t., uy sa) ing 
thJ.t a thing did something which they did them­
selves. Now the most gcn~ral act of all hum an 
uf'illg"!l was the act of breathing, and tbu '! where we 
say that thing'! are, they said that things Lleathe, 

AS, to breathe. 

The root a s, which still livc~ in our he 19, is a 
Yel)' uM root. it c).istcu. in it'! ab.$tlact ~cn se plc\ioliS 
to the Aryan separation. Nevertheless we knuw that 
as ht1rore It could mean to be, mcallt to Lleathe. 

The simple~t deri\ation of as, to breathe, WM a.,-u, 
in Sanbkdt, breath; and fJom it prubably a.,u- ra, 
those who breathe, who live, who are, and a.t la ... t , 
tho oldest name for the Ii \ ing guds, the V",uJ.e 
A s ula 1, 

1 Th16 So.n~kra un is the Zend ,mil, w'hieh;n ~he Ave.la 'has the 
mean ng3 of con!IC ence and w <.>rJd (_ Dar,"e<tetet, 'UrUlud "t 
Ahn", .. n,· Jl 4;). If a.h In Zen,JI& ".ed aJ~o In the 6e!lee of Icmi, ,~ 
does not (ullow t hat th6refo .... a~lIra In .&hu a ""ard .. noeant lord, .. nd 
was fOl'll,ed by a 1I$:O!I,\ary snfh'" ra Z.:lld IlI"Y have au gned to ",II. 
'wo mean"'g ... VN!Ath and \OJ'I\, 8.8 It ,hd In iba CAM: of ratll, order and 
ordere,. Bllt to ..... sn to :"",,,,I.r,\ .. ura th~ OIeanm.; of I"rd, be<.aUH 
.4 •• Ill. Zend 1& u8f.ld Ill. ~ba~ Be,,,,6, keU .. madIllIU 1.016. 
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BHft. to grow. 

When this root. a.~ to hfe-athe, was felt to be in­
cOIl\'cnicnt, as applied, for illstance, to trees and 
other thing!3 which clelu]y do not breathe, a. secont! 
lOut was taken, bb ft, meaning originally to grow, the 
Urcek rpv-IP, wbleh still lives in our own 10 be. It 
WIl.'i applicaule, not to the anima.l world only, but aho 
tu the vcgctil.hle wor IJ to eve!') ~hing growing, and 
the earth itself WM called Bhu.s, the growing one. 

VAS. to dwell. 

LasUy, when a. still wider eonc<'pt was wanted tho 
root vas was taken, meRning originally to abide, to 
dwelt We find it in San.sklit, vas-til a house, the 
Creek QrrTV, town, and it still lingC'l'!:> on in tho Engl i..,h 
1 was. This could be used of aU thing'! which fali 
neither unucr the conc{'pt of breathing, nor nndl' r 
that of growing. It was the nr'>t ar, ronch to nn 
expression of illlpersonal or dead being. Thc:re i ~, 
ill fact , a cer tain analogy between the formation of 
masculine, feminine, and neuter nouns and the iu tro­
duction of these three auxiliary verbs. 

Primitive 6spre!l,non . 

Let us apply these observat.ions to the way in 
which it was poBsible for the early Aryan speakers 
to sa.y a.nything about tho sun, the moon, the sky. 
the earth, tho mountains and the rivcl'li. When W~ 
should say, the moon ex ists, the Bun is there, or it 
blows, it rains, they coulJ only tLink and say, tbe 
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sun breathes (lluryo asti) th e moon grows (mil. bha_ 
vati), the ealth dwells (bhur va.sati) the wind or the 
Mower blows (v;tyur vilti), the rain rains (indra 
ullatti or vrisM \'8.1 shati, or somah sUlloti). 

We arc flpeaking here of the earliest attempts at 
cOll1pr~henti ing ami expressing the play of nature, 
whieh ·wo.s acteu uefore the eyes of man. We arc 
,.sing Sam;krit only a." an illus~ration of linguis tic 
proee,'ises long anterior to SUllskrit;. How the com­
llrchcn:-lion dotcnnjl~cd the expression, and how the 
yarious expressions, in becoming traditional, reacted 
on the comprehension , how tlmt nction and rcactiun 
produced by mce)\:-l ity an cient mythology, n.U these 
fiI c problems whieh hclong to a Jater p'ltl.SC vf thought, 
and llIust nvt lie IJ,lluw(!,1 to Jotain WI at present. 
One puillt {jnly there is wlr ieh C,lIlnot be urged too 
fo.tl'ongly. B('causo the carly Atyans had to call the 
flun by nam es cxprcs~ive 01' various kilHls of activity, 
Lecausc he was cl~ll ClI ill llm inll tor or wanner, maker 
or nourishcr, Lecautie th py callrxl the moon the 
lllC'aS Ul"er, tllC dawn tho awakener, the thunder the 
roa.rer, the ruin th e rdincr, the fire the quiek runner, 
do not ld us suppoS(! til at they IJclicved these ohj cct8 
to oe human b~ings , Wi lh arills alHl kgs. Evcn when 
tll t·y still said 'the sun is Ut cathillg,' they never 
III 'allt tha.t the snn WAS a !lIall 01' at least an animal, 
lll\ving IUllgf! and a. month to bJ'eathe with. Our 
t roglodyte 3.tl OO':!Wrs were neither idiots nor poets. 
In saying 'the su n or the nourisher is breathing,' 
they meant no more than tha.t the sun was activo, 
was up a.nd doing, waf! muvi:lg a.bout like oUl'selves. 
The old Aryans did not yet IiCC in the moO!\ two 
eyes, a. lluse, and a mouth, llt)r did they r epresent 
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to themselves the winds that blew, as so many fat­
cheeked urchins. puffing streams of wind from the 
four corners of the sky. All that will come by 
and bye, but not ill these early days of human 
thought. 

LikeneeIJ, originally conceived as negation. 

During the stage in which we are now moving I 
bel ieve tha.t 0\11' Aryan ancestors, so far from anima­
ting, personifying, or humanizing thc objects, which 
we described as semi-tangible or intangible, were flU' 
more :,;truck lJy the ditl".:rence between them and 
themselves than by any imaginary similarities. 

And hero let me remind y011 of a curious confir­
mation of this theory pre!icrveu to us in the Veda. 
What. we call compalison is still, in ma.ny of the 
Vedic hymns, ucgation. Inst.ea.d of Raying as we do, 
'firm like a rock ,' the poets of the Vt>Uo. say, 'finn, 
not. a rock'j ' that is, they lay streR'! on the dis­
Rimilarity. in order to make the si milarit.y to 1:.0 
fclt.. They offer a hymn of praise to the god, not 
sweet food 2, that is, as if it were sweet food, The 
liver is said to come near roaling not a bull, i.e. like 
a bull; and the ltaruls or storm-gods are Mid l tp 
llOld their worshippers in their arms, < a father, not 
the son,' "i;.:. lik\:j a.s a father carries his son In 

bis arms. 
Thus the sun and the moon were spoken of, no 

I Rig.V. J, 62, 2, 8M par ... W na ""'yutA.i; 1,6"'7, giraYM na 
IvatayaaaA. The .... i8 PQt af~ the wo-rd which ~erve. " a OOlJ\pAri~on. 
80 that the or'gin&1 oonception wal • he, a rocll:, no i ' i.e. he not alto­
gether; but <J1Ily \.(l,. certain Pl'illt, ,. rvck. 

• Rig V.,.Ja, I, 61, 1. I Ibid. 38, 1. 
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doubt, as moving about, but not as animals; the rivers 
were roaring and fighting, but they were not men; the 
reountains were not to be thrown down, but they were 
tIOt warriors; the fire was eating up the forest, yet it 
was not 8. lion. 

In translating: such pMsages from the Vecla, we 
alwa.ys render na, Dot, by like; hut it is important 
to observe th:lt the poets themselves were originally 
struek by the dissi mila.rity quite as much, if nut mOle 
tb&ll by the similarity. 

Standing epithets. 

In speaking of these various ohjeets of nature, 
which from the earlic.'>t times excited their attention, 
the poets would naturally use certain epi thets more 
fl'equently than others. These ol~eet8 of nature were 
differeut from each other, but they likewise sharcd a 
certain number of qualities in common; they theI'(l~ 

fore coulll be c tllcd by certain common epithets, and 
afterwards faU into fl. cla'>8, nOller each epithet, &nJ 
thus CODst:tutc a new concept. A U this was possibli:l: 
-let us see what really hllppened. 

We turn to the Veda, and we find that the hymns 
which hlt"'e been preserved to Ui'l , are all addressed, 
according to the views of the old hHliun theologians. to 
£!elta-in devatits l . Etymologically this word d evaU 
corresponds exactly to our word deity, hut; in the 
hymns themselves devatl~ never oCcurs in that sense. 
The idea. of deity as snch , had not; ) et Leen formt.'<1, 
Even tbe old Hindu CtllllUlulitators say that what 

1 AnukramA,.'U: Y Mya dkyam .a !',sbi.4, y5. tenuoljat.e. sa d6Ya,t&, 

Tena ... I..,)'t .... pr.ltipoldy .. , .. y&d V&i!tu, do d~vaw. 
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they mean by devatii., is simply whatever or who­
cvcr is addressed in a hymn, the objecb of the hymn, 
while they ~a1l1'ishi or seer, whoever addrcsecs any­
th'ng or any bolly, the subject of tho hymn. Thus 
when a victim tlHt ha'i to be offereu. is adl1r~sC'd , or 
cn.:u a. sacrificial ve~scl> or a. chariot, or 8. Lattle-axe, 
or a shield, all these are called dcvatlis. 1n somo 
dia.l{'gues which are found among the hymns whoever 
spcaks is called the rishi , whoever if! spok<.!n to i'J the 
d evatil. DevaUi. has become in fact a. k-chniclI.I 
term, a:ld means no more in the langu!l.;;e of native 
tl 1'}!)1!:';;i:m~ than t.he object aJlh"s~eJ by the poet. 
But t.hough the abstract term d evatu deity, does not 
,ret occur in the bymns of the Rig-Veda., we find that 
most of the bt: ings to whom the ancient poets of Tnrlia 
addressed their hymns were called deva. If th:) 
Gre('ks had to translate thi.'; u ev a into Greek, tllt'y 
w(,uld probably nse 8~rJ~, just as we tmnslate tho 
GICek Btu!' by gods, without mllch thinking what wo 
tnl:8.n by that tenn. But whon we R'lk ourselves what 
thoughts the Vedic poets connrcwJ with the \Vtjra 
dovl.\., we shall find that thq were very tlifl't-rent fJ'um 
the thoughts expres'led by the Greek O(;~ or the 
English god; and that even in tho V cda, tho Brtih­
mauas, the Arallyakas and Slitras, the meaning of tliat 
word is constantly growing a.nd changing. The true 
meaning of deva is its hi8tory, oo;;inlling from its 
etymology and ending with its lat.;st definition. 

Deva, from tho root div, to shine, mea.nt originally 
Lright: the dietionarics give its meaning: as god or 
divino. But if in translating tho hymns of the Veda 
we always translate deva by deltit, or by god. wo 
should sometimes commit a mental anachroni.sm of a 
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th ousand years. At the time of which we arc now 
spf'aking. gods in our sense of the wOI·d, did not yet 
exist. TIH'y wcre slowly struggling into exisoonee, 
tha.t is to say, the concept and name of deity was 
pa'lsing t.hrough the first 'ltages of its evolution. 'In 
contemplation of created things men werc ascending 
step by step to God I.' And this is the real value of 
the Vedic hymns. While Hesiod gives us, as it wero, 
the past history of a theogony, we sec in the Veda the 
th(lOgony itself. the VCI·Y blt·th and growth of the gods, 
i. e. the birth and growth of the word.~ for god; and 
we also ace in later hymns-later in character, if not 
in t illlc-the .'\ubsequent phas03 in the development of 
the-'m divine conceptions. 

NUl" is devil. t.hc only word in t.he Ve(la which, 
fn,m orig inAlly ex rre.'\~ illg one qunl ity shared in 
cummon by many of the objects invoked by the 
/lll,his, callie to be used at la.'lt a 'l a general term f"l" 
deity. Va .'l u, a very common name for certain gods 
in the V cdll., meant. likewise originnUy Lright.. 

Some of these o~jects .'Itrllck ~he mind of the early 
poels as unchangC8,Lio and uJl(ieoaying, while every­
tllillg oi'le died awl cl"Umblcd away to dust. H ence 
they called them amar t a, u"#fIOTor, not dying, a9a1"a, 
ii. ~lIPwr, not growin); old or decaying. 

When the idea had to be expressed , that such ob­
j cct.s as the sun or the sky were not only unchangoaiJle, 
ulHleca.ying, undying, while everything elso, even 
animal'l and men, ehangeJ, decayed, anJ died, iJut 
that they had a roallife of t.heir own, the word asura. 
was used, derived, as I have little doubt, from a.su, 
Lrcath2• While d ev a owing to its origin, was re-

, J3r0wn,' mOlly~iak .:uy~h,' i. p. 60. • Taitt. Br. II , 8, 8, 1. 
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stricted t.o the l'right and kindly appearances of 
nature, asu ra. was under no such restriction, and was 
therefore from a very ea.rly time, a.pplied not only tQ 
the beneficent, but also to the malignant powel's of 
nature. In thi~ word &SUta., meaning originallyen­
dowed with brea.th, fIJld afterwards god, we might 
recognise the first a.ttempt at what has sometimes 
been called animiRm in laler religions. 

Another adjective, i s hira., Illw. originally much the 
same menning 88 a surs. Derived from isb, sap, 
strength, quickness, lifc, it was applif'd to several of 
thp Vedic deities, particuJf1Jly to Indra., Af"mi, tl10 
Awins Maruts, Adityas, but ltkewise to fmch object,> 
as the wind, a. chariot, the mind. It-> original sens') 
of quick and lively crops out in Greek '{po>' l'(eu~, anJ 
lfp'JV P.tvM \ while its general meaning of divine or 
sacred in Greek, must be accounted for like the mean­
ing of as ura, god, in Sanakri.t. 

Tangible objecta among the Vedic deities. 

To re~um to our three classc.~ of objects, we fin(l 
the first hardly represent.ed at all among the so-called 
deities of the Rig-Veda. Stonca, bones, shells, h c> rl.os, 
and aU tho other ao called fetishes, Me simply absent 
in the old hymns, though tlH.'y appear in more model It 
hymns particulMly those of!..Le Athal'va-V cda.. When 
artificial objects Me menl ianed and celebrated in the 
ltig-Veda, they are only such as might be praised 
evcn by Wordsworth or Tennyson-chariots, bows, 
quivers, axes, drums, sacrificial vesselB and simila.r 

, The Identity of /tp& wit}, iBhin WIU dieool'end by Kulw, • Zeit­
Khrift..' U. 274. See .1110 CIlrt.lIl8, 'Zei~if;' ii>. 154. 



OBJECTS TANGIBLE, SEyr-TANGIBLE, IXTANGIBLE. ::Ol 

olUects. They never assume a.ny individual cha.racter, 
they are simply mentioned as useful, as prt:cious, it 
tua.y be, as sacred 1, 

Semi-tangible objects among the Vedic de1tieL 

But when we come to the second ela.'iS, the case L'i 
very different. Almost everyone of the objects, which 
we defined as semi -tangible. meet,s us among the 80-

called deities of the Veda.. Thus we read, Rig-Veda. I, 
1.10,6-8:-

• The winds pour down honey upon the righteous, 
the rivers pour down honey; may our plants be 
s weet ;' 6. 

I May t.he night be honey, and the dawn; may the 
sky above tho earth be full of honey; may heaven, 
our father, bo honey j' 7. 

I May our trees be full of honey, may tbe sun be 
full of honf'y ; may our cows be sweet;' 8. 

I have tmru;lat.cd literally, andlcft the word madh u, 
, It hu been Ktat.ed th,,~ utenBiis 01' illwnments neVe1' bec<lmll 

feti.hetl; set! K"pp, 'Grundllnien d~r 1'lulO8Ophie de. Technik,' 18,8. 
p 104" H e quotes U"8pari, 'UrgeilChicht.e de. Men1lehheit, ' i. SO'J, in 
.npport of hi8 81.&tement. I n H. SpetlOl:.'. ' Principles of Sociology,' 
i. 313, we reW j~.~ the oont.raJ'y: 'In Jndi. the wOD,.n I'dOI'fle the 
ba.k&t which . eem. to hring or t.o hold her nee_nt", and oife,.. 
MCdficell to i ~; M well '" ~he ricc mill .nd other imple",en .. that 
as~i<lt I.er in her uo~".,h,,1d l.lXIul'S. A carpenter dOllll the l ike homage 
to his h"t.chet, hi~ adze, a nd hi. other to<!iJo; and I kewil6 offeN 8ACri-
6"," to th",n. A nra./"".n d(>t!8 1M) to the Ityle with which he is going 
w write ; • -oldler t.o the ","nl he i . to ul6 in the field i • mlllOn t.o 
bia t l"Qwel.' Thil 8l.Atemf!llt of Duboi. would not can-y much oon· 
v·ction. nut. much ,"o.e c,," ,pelent "uthority, Mr_ Lya1I, in hi. 
'Religion of IOn 1n<i'"n Province, ' uY' tbe ume : 'Not only dOM the 
bUIL"n..Jman p"'y to hil plough, the Ibher "" bi t net, the wea .. er to hi . 
loom; but tb~ ocr·be a.d....-ea bi. pen, and the bl'nk&r hi' IQOOUD.t booka,' 
The qu,*t:oll only i., ... hat :. IUtIalit J.oe,r~ by t.doringl 
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which means honey, but which in Sanskrit has a much 
wider meaning. Honey meant food and drink, 8weet 
food RUU sweet drink ; and hence refreshing rain, 
wa.ter, milk, aHything dd ightful was c.tlled honey. 
We can never translate tJ1C fulness of those ancient 
words ; only by long and careful study can we guc,;s 
how many chords they set vibrating in the minds of 
t.he ancient poets and speakers. 

Again, Rig -V cda X, 64, 8, we read ;-
' We call to our help the thrice seven running 

rivers, the great water, the trees, the mountains, 
and fire.' 

Rig- Veda VII, 34, 23. ' May the mountains, the 
wawl'S, the generous plants, alld heaven, ma.y the 
earth with the trees, and t.he two worills (rod a. s i), 
l)rotcct our wCIl,Ith.' 

Rig- Veda VII, 35, 8. 'Afay the far-seeing ~nn 
ri'lc propitious, may the foUl' quarters ue propitiou5; 
may the fil"m mounLains be propitious, t.he li vers, and 
the water.' 

Rig -Veda. III, 54, 20. 'May the strong moun{.ain 'J 
hear us.' 

RigVeda V, 46, 6. ':May the highly-praised moun­
tains and the shining rivers shield U 'l,' 

Rig-Veda VI, 52, 4. 'lifay the rising dawns protect 
me! May tho swelling rivers Pl'ot.cct nwl May the 
firm mountains protect me! May the fathol'S Pl'ot.cct 
me, when we call upon the gods !' 

Rig-Veda. X, 35, 2. ' We choose the protection of 
h('8vcn and earth ; we pray to the rivers the mothCl''i, 
and to the grassy mountains to the su n and the dawn, 
to keep us from guilt. lIray the SOJOajuice bring us 
health and wea lth to-day I' 
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Lastly. one more elabora.te invocation of the rivers, 
and chiefly of the ri vers of the Penj!ib, whose borders 
fOl'm the scene of the little we know of Verlic his­
tory;-

Rig-Veda X, 75. 'Let the poet declare, 0 wawrs, 
your exceeding greatness, here in the scat of Vivas­
vat. By seven and seven they have come for~h in 
three courses, but the Sillllhu (Indus) escecds all the 
other wandering rivers by her strength;' 1. 

' VaruJla dug out a. llath for thee to walk on, when 
thou rannest to the race. Thou proceedcst on It 

Pl'ecipitous ridge of the earth, whcn thou art luru in 
the van of all the moving st reams;' 2,. 

' The sound rises up to heaven nuove the earth; Rhe 
stirs up wit.h splendour her cnllless power. As 
from 8. cloud, the showers thundcr forth, when the 
Sindhu comes, roaring li ke a Lull ;' 3, 

'To thee, 0 Sindhu. they (the other ri vcl's) come a .. 
lowing mother cows (run) to their young, with their 
milk. Like a king in battle thou leadcst the two 
wings, when thou reachcst til» f!'One of t ileso clown­
rUflhing rivers ;' 4" 

' Accept, 0 Gangtl (Gangi'i'l), Y Ilmuna (Jumna), B-1-
rIt':ivati: (Sursi\ti), SutuJl'i (Suticj), Parushj,j (Ra\ iJ, 
Illy praise ! With the ARikni (Akcsines), 1ist.cn 0 
Mal'ucl\'l'idh,i, alllI with the Vit.aski (Hyda.'ipes, r:c~ 
hat), 0 Ar:/ ikiya, listen with the Sushoma!' 5, 

'First thou gocst united with the Trishrilml on thy 
journey, with the Susartu, the RMii.. and the SVCtl, 
o Sindhu, with the Kul,hU, (Kophen, Cahul river), to 
the Gomati (Goma.1), wi~h the Mehatnu to the Kr'UIHU 

(Kurum), with whom thou proceedest to~rether;' 6, 
o Sparkling. bright, w:th mic;hty splendour she 
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CArries the waters acro'!s the plajns, the unconfJllered 
Sindhu, the quickellt of t he quick, like a beautiful 
marc, a sight to see;' 7. 

'Rich in horses, in chal jots, in gll rments, in gold, in 
booty, in wool, and in s~raw, the Sindhu, handsome 
and young, clothes h('I'l'If'lf with sweet flowers;' 8. 

' The Sindhu has yoked her easy chariot with 
horses; may she conquer prizes for us in t hi3 race ! 
The grestnefls of hcr chad !)t is prai<;ed as truly great, 
that chariot whieh is il' refl istible, which has its own 
glory, and abundant strength.' 9. 

I have chesen these in vocations out of thousands, 
b..:Cduse they are adtlrcssf'd to what are sWI perfectly 
intelligible beings semi·tangible obj ects. semi-deities. 

The question whic!l we have to answer now is 
this: Are th ese beings to be called godR 1 In some 
passages decidedly not, fo!' we ourselves, though we 
a rc not polythei ... t'! cou ld hone3tiy j oin in such Ian· 
gnage as t l,at the trees, and the mountains, and the 
rivers, the earth, the sky, the dawn, and the Bun may 
bc sweet and plcaqant to us_ 

An impor tant step, however , is taken when the 
mountains, and the rivers, alld a ll the rest, are in­
voked to protect man_ Still even that might be in­
telligible_ We know what the ancient Egyptians felt 
about the N lIe I , and even at present a Swiss patriot 
might weH invoke the mountnins and rivers to pro· 
k'Ct him and his house against forcign enemies. 

But one step follows another. The mountains are 
askoo. to Hsten ; this, too, is to a certain extent in­
telligible still ; for why should we address them. if 
they were not to listen 1 

1 Le P"6'l &ono\lf •• Hibben Lecture.,' p. us. 
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The sun is caned fiw·seeillg-why not. ~ Do we not. 
see the' first rays of the ri ... ing sun, piercing through 
the darkness, and glanc:ng every morning at our 
roof 1 Do not these Ta ys enahle us to see 1 'llleJl, 
why should not. the sun be ca.lled far-lighting, far· 
glancing, faNecing ? 

The rivers are called mothers I Why not 1 Do 
they not feed the llH'adows, and the cattle on them 1 
V oes not our very life depend on the dvers Dot failing 
us with their water at the proper 8eason ? 

And if the sky is called' 1II..t a faLh('r,' or ' like a 
father,' or at la'lt father,-does not th e sky watch 
over us, protect. us, and protect. the whole world 1 Is 
there anyt.hing cl8c so old, so high, at times so kind, 
at. times so terlible as the sky 11 

If 1111 t.hasa IJl-ill!lJl, as we call them in our language, 
d e vas 2, bright ones, as they wel'e often called in the 

, We Beldom meet with writer8 who defend the'r belief in the po"'era 
of nature &ga;n~' th" .. Ua.:h of bel leve", in one 1uprewe G..,.J ; II .. Y, ,t 
;& d'fficuh for III t.o i"' .... ""& how, wl"m the IJea of ol)e God had once 
ken reMiNd, a faith in indepeudent (\eltie~ could .till be s"~t .. inro. 
Yet lueb defenct\ll e"i.t. Cel .. "., whoe"er he '"' .. ~, the author of th~ 
'1'l'ue Story,' ",hich we k"ow .. 8 quoted .. no r<'iuu,d by Or gen, .Ii., 
tin~'t!y defend!! the Greek polythel . m agrun.t th6 .'ewlgh or Cbris1'lLn 
,,,,,"othei.m. 'Tile Jew~,' he writ.ell, 'l,role". to vener .. te the he&v~,," 
a"d the inh&bit .. nts of the he""~IlY; but the gTandest, the DlO!'t 

8ublime, of tbto ,",onder& of thQtle high regions they will not ,·enerate. 
1 hey aduN the phantal!ID of the dnrk, the obscure vision. of tl''''f 
.deep; but for tit08e bright .. nd . hiDing harblllgera of good, thO/je 
1l1·Q'8l.en1 by whum the winter rain8 and the suDlDler WlU'llIth, tbe 
cloud. alld the lightnings a nd the thundeno, the fr"ita of the e&rth. 
&lid a.ll living th inS" Ill'>! gene".t.ld &lid l'n!O!erved, those beings in 
""hnm God rflveal. his p..-nce t.o UR. those fail ce}"",ti&lllt,rald •• WOlle 
.ngels which are .. ngel8 indeed, for them they ca.!'e not, they he.d 
them not: Orig. c. Cel., v. 6. Froude, 'On Or;b'lln and Cel"u.,' in 
• }'I'NeJ"" Mag .... ine.' 18i8, p. 157. 

l In the Upanillh&W deva i~ uted. in !.he sense o(f~ or faculties; 
p 



210 L;E;CTURE IV. 

language of our forefa.thers, were implored to grnnt 
honey, that is joy, food, happiness, we are not sl:.artled; 
for we too know there are blessings proceeding from 
a.ll of them. 

TIle first prnycr that. sounds really strange to UII is 
when they are implored to kt!<lp us from guilt. This 
is clearly a later thought; nor need we suppose, be­
cause it comes from the V cda. thaI:. all we find there 
belongs to one and the same period. Though the 
Vedic hymns were collect.ed about ]000 B.C., they 
must have existed fur a. long time before they were 
CQllect.ed. Thp1"6 was ample time for the richest 
growth, nor IImst we forget that indiviuual gr-nius, 
such as finds cxprcl!sion in these hymn'!, fr~quently 
anticipatC6 by centuries the slow and steady advance 
of the main bOOy of the grea.t army for the CQnqucst 
of truth. 

We ha.ve advanced a considerable ",ny, though the 
steps which we had to take were simple and easy. 
But now let Ufl suppose that we could place ourselves 
face to face with the poets of the Veda, even \~itil 

those who called the rivers mothers, and the sky 
father, and who implored them to JisLen, and t;o fK'C 

tbem from guilt; what would they say, if we &liked 
them whether tile rivcrn and the mount.ains, and tho 
sky were their gQds! I believe they would not even 
understand what we meanL It is as if we asked 
children whether they considered men, bOlsea, flies 
and 6",hes as animals, or oaks and violets as vege­
tables. They would certainly Answer, No; becaUM 

the MInH. are frequently ca.lled de" .. , aho the prAll.!!, the "ital 
-Jrir:u. DeuU WI> lIOIlletim. milt' t..e tnllllialed. by. being; l eo 
KM.Dd. Up. 6, S, 2, teq. 
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they had not yet arrived at the higher concept which, 
at a later timc, enables them to comprehend by onu 
grasp ol1ects so different in appearance. The conc~pt 
of !Jod~ was no doubt silently growing up, while men 
were as<;uming a more and more definite attitude to­
wards these semi· tangible and iII tangible objects, The 
search after the inhwgihle, after the unknown, which 
was hidden in all these scmi-tangiule objects, had 
IJcgun as soon as one or two IJr morc of our perceptive 
tentacles were tii6appointcd in their scaleil after a. 
col1'esponding object. Whatever was ff ·lt to be absent 
in the full realJty of a. p CI ception, which full reality 
meant porceptiuility byalt five l>cnses, was taken for 
grnnted, or looked £OJ' elsewhere. A world was tllll'i 

ldllg built up, consisting: of oldt.'cts perceptible' by two 
senses, or by OIlC sense only, till at hL/:lt we approach 
a world of objecls perccpLiule tlY none 01 our seDses, 
anu yet acknowledged as real, nay 8.'> conferring bene­
fit.i on ma.nkind in the same mallner as tl'ees, I'ivers, 
and mountains. 

Let us look mOTe closcly at some of the inter­
mcdia.te steps wb ell lead us from scllli-tangible to in­
tangible_ from natural to supernatural objects :- and 
.61~t the fire. 

The fire. 

Now the fire may seem not only vcry vi:-.ibJe, but 
also very tangible; and so, DO duubt, it is. But we 
must forget the fire as we know it now, and try to 
imagine what it was to the ea.rly inhabitants of the 
earth. It may be that, for some time, man lived on 
earth, a.nd began to form hi& language, and his 
thoughts, without possessing the art of kindling fir~ .. 




