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language and metre,l full of senlf.Uous pusion, though pitched 
at a high level of imagination, the poem became & symbol of 
the adventures of the soul with God. 2 To this theme Chandi 
Dis, and bis contemporary Vi4yipaii of Mithn! in the days 
of the glory of its university, dedicated their songs. They 
brought all the resources of art to tell of the . dawn of love, of 
its messages, of the meetings and partings of lovers, of the 
pains of yearning, and the peace of union. The dark blue 
complexion attributed to Krishna. was the colour of the sky, 
itself the emblem of infinity. Vrind8.vana was no village on 
the map beside the dumns., it was the mind of man, where the 
Deity had his abode and deigned to enter into converse with 
hili worshippers. The sonnets of Vidyapati, more brilliant in 
metaphor and more elegant in expre.o;;sion, were recited en~ 
thusiastically by Chaitanya; a but Prof. Sen designates Chandi 
Dis &5 "a far greater apostle of lo\'e." So free were some of 
his hymns on .. union of spirit" from all sectarian tincture, that 
they bave actually been adopted with slight changes for use in 
the semces ofthe Bengal Brahmo &1maj.' 

Nimbarka, who had identified Krishna with the Supreme 
Brahman, had gone to reside at Vrindavana in the twelfth 
t:elltury. The popularity of tIle Bhagavata purina natura1ly 
increased the inQ..uence of the Krishna-cult. But its version 
of the forest-scenes did not shrink from the coarsest l't"presenta­
tioo.s of his embraces, laughter, and wiles. a..~ the young god, 
vehement &5 a maddened elephant, multiplied himself into &5 

many Krisbnas as there were cowherdes .. es! True, some of 
them might break the bonds of Karma by concentrated medita­
tion; others might be sent back to serve their husbands. suckle 
their cbihlren, and rend their cows, while the bU8bands felt lIS 

if t&em' wives had been with them all the time. But the poet 

I Compare the metrical eb..a.nge8 in Sir Edwin Arnold'. verllion, the 
I~ &mg of Song" 

t Two of hit bymna..in flle A.di Granth al'e translated . b,. M.etcaulifl'e, in 
TJwiMk1 lkltgton (OdaM, 19(9). vol. vi. p. 16 f. 

• (kier-na, fA. MIJdcm V~r of HindUltan., p. to. He add .. that 
.. throv. him. they became the boWle'poeM)' i the Lower Provineea." Cpo 
.KriI1uIlDil ill. Ben, p. 0184 i &rkar. CJhatI41Of/O-', p~ aM T~,." 
{OI.lollt4a 1913). P. Us, includmg Ja,-den and CbaDc:U Db. 

f ea. p. 1301. 



THE CULTUS OF KRISHNA _ 

it eonaciOU8 that his deity's conduct is not ronsietent with .. 
Descent for the suppression ot evil and the propagation of the 
true religion, and he invents a threefold apology. Brahroi. and 
Indra do the same; as those who are free from egoism acquire no 
merit by good acts aod incur ril. guilt by evil acts. how much 
less can sin be imputed to the Lord of all creation; and lastly 
Krishnajoined in the sports only to show grace to his devot.ees.1 

Like tbe Vishnu PUrina, the Bhiigayata waN silent about Ridhi" 
It was significant that the first Bengali translator, 1'rliiladbar 
Vasu, had to find a place for her in his version.! 

The scenes of Krishna's youth covered the district now 
known as Braj, extending along both banks of the Jumna for 
some forty-two miles west of Mathura, with an average breadth 
of thirty. Ancient devotion had adorned the city with temples 
which early attracted the cupidity of the Mohammedan invader. 
In tbe ninth invasion by Mahmud of Ghazni in 1017 it was 

captured after a vigorous resistance, and given up to plunder 
for twenty days. Five thousand Hindus were carried into 
captivity, 8Jld orders were issued for the numel'Ous sanctuaries 
to be levelloo. with the ground. Five great images of pure gold 
with eyes of rubies and richly jewelled were carried away. with 
a hundred camel-loads of smaller statues mostly of silver. 
The desolation callnot have been complete, and some pious 
efforts may have bef.n made from time to time for repairs and 
restorations. Pi!grims could only look on the ruins of former 
glory, and after repeated desecrations it was still possible (as a 
seventeenth.century historian triumphantly reports) for the 
a.ccomplished Sultan Sikandar Lodi (1488-1516) to .. ruin the 
shrines of Mathurii and give their stone images to the butchers 
for meat-weights."! Not till the tolerant reign of Ak\Iar ,could 
reconstruction seriously begin. Now it contains aboUt • 
thousand temples and private chapels, and a long line of thirty­
two bathing-places on the river bank constrllcted by different 
princely bensfactors.' Fpr nine months in the year it i. 
crowded '#it.h pilgrims as' one festh·a! succeeds another. The 
great revival began in the sixteenth century under the i,u.fluence 
of Vallabha of Gokula &Q{l ttae followers of the great Vaifmava 

I X. z:u.iii r Sen, p. iit, between 1473 and 1480. 
• Qro".,J{~"""(l881),p. 34. t IIWJ. p. 189. 
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~, Cbaitanya of 1IengoI. Little by little hill and 
woodland, rock and gro~~ lake, 'pool, and .. ell were fitted to 
lOme incident in Krishna, story. In 1555 Niriyana Bhatta 
compiled & list of no less thau a hundred and thirty-three 
woodland sites on both sidt:!> ot the ril-er . and to tbirty-six of 
tIlnet t.9cether with more than a hundred other spots on hill 
and plain; large bands off worshippers make joyous visitation 
with song and dance, as the scenes of ancient story are Fe­

ea.cted in & kind of miracle play upon the consecrated ground.1 

Here i ll the holy land of Vaishnavism, steeped in the memories 
of,more ~ two thoustLlld years, where innumerable multitudes 
of .lievers have found pence. 

Fourth among the schools of thp VRi"hnavas! in succession to 
Riminuja, Nim'barka, and Madhva is the name of Vishllust'imin. 
Tradition located him in the South, and vaguely dated him in 
tbe thirteenth century. Hut his life is veiled in obscurity, and 
the Bhakta-Mili is re!lp-onsible for the statement that his 
teaching was transmitted through three slicces!oOrs to Valla­
bhlchirya. Romance surrounded VaUabha's birth. HIS parents 
wee Bri.hma~hs from th~ Tclugu "ntry who hau come on 
pilgrimage to Benares. Frightened out of tht' city by Ii popular 
disturbance, they sought shelter in a wild solitude known as 
Cbampar&nya, and the~ the child WIlS born and laid at the 
foot of a tree in 1479. llescued a little later, he W&i'I brought 
up in the Holy Land of Krishna, v.hete his father and mother 
fixed their hOlDe at Gokulil. His father died when the boy W8.$ 

OIIIy eleven years old. The youthful scholar, already a prodigy 
of learning, IIhortly afl:.erwanh began to teach, and then in due 
ti.e started on his travel.,. At Vijayanagar, the home of his 
mather'a-family. he defealted the court Pandits of C(ankara'/I: 
jOl'der in & public disputation, &nd W&II adopted by King 
;LUIma Deva as his spiritual guide. He !:Iubsequently settled 
penunmtly at Benares, 'III/here he married. aud wrote his com­
meataries on the Braluna-Sfltraa of Bidl!.l'iyaoa a~ .. tbe Bhagavad 
&ita. Bot he paid long visits to the ,;cenes of hls boYhood, and 
~ .. t Gavanlbana ill 1510 the great temple of~_Ni.th.a 

J" .,.. .. M4I:JMwd, P. iii If. 
I ..., ....ra,..,.,.... of reJ.iBimu teaching • 
• ann... JlGJAtwa,a p. 113 f. On the ~ MIo.a 10M Gu .. ardJu,na 



VALLABHACHARYA 

Adopting the tradition of ,Vishnusviimin's theology, Vallabha 
added the Bhaga"at& Puriina. to the usual authorities such as 
the Upanishads, the GitA, and the Brabma Sutras; I and in the 
little poem entitled the SiddJUinta Rahcuya or "Secret of 
Truth" be claimoo. that his fundamental doctrine-" every sin, 
whether of body or soul, is put away by union with the Creator'" 
-bad been directly re\<ealed to him by the Deity 'bimsel£' . 
How, then, was such union to be reached, and what was tbj 
nature of its privilege? 

Interpretmg with the ulmost litHalism the ancient fannula 
.. All this i, Brahman," Vallabha. imisted on the complete 
identity of both soul and world With the Supreme Spirit.:. No 
veil of illusion laid it .. mystery of unreality over the surrounding 
scene. Brahman "'as not condltiolloo by an) Maya when he 
chose to produce the univel'se. Hi s being was nb'iOlutcly free, 
and Vallabha's moni~m accorrlingly .... as known as {"uddMdvaita, 
or" Pure Non-Duality." Alone in timcIe.s solitude Brahman 
desired to be many, and hill1l1elf became the multitude of in­
di"idual ~ouls, and the inanimate world of which he was not 
only the material and th~ efficient cause, but al!>O the Inner 
Ruler or controlling power. In himself the Lord of Being, 
Intelligence, and Bliss, he deigned to conceal the two latter 
attributes from the vi:.iblc scene which manifested only his 
Being; in "Ollis he permItted his Intelligence also to appear, 
while his miss ',as obscured. H ere was a doctrine of abheda or 
.. non-difference'" which nboli <;hed aU dl!.linclions. In "iewof 
the identity of cause and emd. the realtty of the world was 
secured, for Brahman's creation nece:.sarily:.bared its Creator's 
reality. And as all souls were not only hi!> but h~, no charges 
of cruelty or caprice could lie agalll~t him in his administration 
of their destinies. 

What account, then, could bt! given of the soul? It was, &I 

the SUtr&'1 taught, atomic in size, pcrvadmg the whole- body by 
it. qualit)l,;of i~lligcnce as S&lldal-wood made its presence (elt 

hill ep. pp.60,1KlO. lle ia lIIUd to ll&vt died .. I Benare. 1J11l'13O, Onenon, 
TAe MrxUm VemGcllkl,. of HiltdvAln. p. 20. 

I Gbate, fA V«idnta, p. iliii 
, Oro"'&e, MotAuN, • .,W. 
I Cpo BbaDd.rw, ~--. p. 77 if. ; Glw.., fA V..wft&4, p. xuu •. 
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_'here it did not exi.t by ita scent. Produced out of BrahmNl 
... part of himself like a spark from 8. 6re,-it W&5 inevitably 
tftated as though it possessed an individuality of its own. In 
the succession or existences ignoranre and worldliness bad 
indeed blunted itll perceptions. Just as if a. man gliding down 
a stream in a boat and watching the objects at different dis­
tances from the bank change their positions in respect both to 
hil'llOOlf and one another, supposed them in motion, be would be 
right in believing them to be real, but wrong in imagi1;l.ing them 
to move,- so the sow correctly interprets the world &5 real, but 
erroneously ascribes to it plurality. Illusion there is, but it i!> 
Dot divinely conditioned for the purpose of creation, it is the 
ist,ut! of our own experieo('c which it is our business to throw oft' 
And transcend. We are thus suddenly confronted with demands 
for effort and self-control, and all sorts of choices are thrown 
open to the human wil1. 

Two paths im'ite men to the great Release, by knowledge and 
devotion, Only the second of these leads to the realisation of 
the divine form of Brahman as the Most High or Krishna in his 
threefold character of Being, InteltJgence, and Bliss. In the 
heavenly world known as Vaikuntha were the celestial counter­
part<> of Vrindiivana., with its woods and bowers, its Gokula and 
river Yamuna. There Krishna for ever plays with those who 
love him. That devout affection passes through vlU"ious stages, 
beginning in its lowest forms with the obseryam:e of Scripture 
rules and prohibitions designed to wean the soul from worldliness. 
By the divine grace it culminates in the highest mode of adora­
tion. when the worshipper chooses the eternal service of Han 
rather than the "union" (8ii.,'I"jya) which would blend them 
indilSOlubly with bim. Then Deity is seen everywhere, and love 
80 ... forth on every object, and fiDally the soul is admitted to 
the Vrindivana which is above and with strange transformations 
joiDf jn the everwting sports. This 8eDIIQ.OUS scheme acquired a 
-.ide influence. Its follolt'erJ are still spread tbroug}l Gujarat, 
BijP'\,tina,and,further to the north about Mathur&. Thedaily 
cultUi of the Muld Krishna, ordaiDed by the divine command to 
ValJabb. in a .. ision, conduct. the god from the hour of waking 
... the morning through bathing • .!rasing • ....a. and crodle­
: .... ' with B.idhi by his .ide, till be i. put to bed oooe more 



CHAITANYA 

at night, with incredible puerility,l And the extreme demands 
that all the belongings of the disciple should be placed at the 
service of the Guru led to notorious abuses such as were exposed 
in a famous trial in 1862 before the High Court of Bombay.' 

While Vallabba was writing his commentaries at Benares~ his 
younger contemporary Chaitanya, junior by six years (hom 
in 1485), was leading a very different movement in Bengal. 
The elder Buddhism had been gradually supplanted by the 
worship of ((iva, brought near to the common heart in popular 
folk-songs as a peasant who could follow the plough, or a 
mendicant with a beggar's bowl. A loftier type emerged in 
the Purin8.S, where he was presented &5 the impersonation of 
calmness, absorbed in sacred meditation, an ~cetic who. like 
the Buddha, had renounced the world.a As early no; till': long 
reign of the Buddhist sovereign Nii.rayanapala (875-930), «h'a 
temples were built ..... here the image of the god bore the aspect 
of Avalokite<;vara as "Lord of the world,'" Provision Wlls 

made for the residence of Hindus and Buddhi'lts together ; the 
Buddhist festivals were observed; the ('aha celebrations with 
song and dance drew the. followers of various creeds, and thE' 
sacred food was distributed to all alike, When Ramapiila 
mo,'ed his capital to RAmiivati (1060-1100), Hindu and Buddhist 
temples arose side by side, and C.'aivllS and Buddhists both 
belonged to the Tiintric schooP The Dharma cult of 'Western 
Bengal came straight out of Buddhism with its doctrine of the 
Void; 8 and the «unya philosophy was still ~trangely combined 
with Vaishnavism by poets of the sixteenth century, who blended 
the names of Dharma and Buddha ..... ith the teachings of Chai· 
tany&.1 Like his great predecessor two thousand years before, 
the Bengal preacher of the 100'e of God opened the way of faith 
to men of every caste, and the Hindu and the Mohammedan stood 

I Wilaou," ReligioUII Seeta," Worb , I, p. H!6 ; GrowiJe, Mall,,~ p. 290; 
Bhaildarkar, V tI~MIl, p. 80 f. 

I Cp. B"ttacb&rya, Hirwl. CaM" tinct &ch, p. 4b6 f . 
• Ra~ abon all d .. ire, he lIle'W Ma.danL God of love., whoee name of 

Mira came out of Buddhitm j Sen, P. 64. • 
4 &rw, T1w Folk.E~i" n,ncf" OuU"re (1917), ~ 16lil, 181. 
t Sarkar, iMd., P. 173. 
• Bee the hymn& quqted. by Sarkar, pp. 94, 103. 
f Sen, P. 403; 1M below, p. 44'. 
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tide by Aide among his diaeiplet as they had done in the previous 
century under the Jeadership of Riminanda at Benares. 

To all the tendencies inherent in Vallabha's teaching 
Chaitanya WlLS fundamentally OppoSL-d.1 He repudiated the 
... hole advaMa doctrine. He denied the identity of the human 
soul with the Supreme Spirit. He rejected ~;a,nkara's tbeory of 
Miya., and the "Pure " form elaborated by Vallabha. Using 
the symbolism of the tale of Riidhii., and chanting the hymns of 
Cbandi Dasa and Vidyiip&ti, he demanded the utmost austerity 
of personal life, and while he did not discard the ceremonial of 
the temple, he gave no support to the trivialities of the ('ultus 
of the child Krishna. Biographies of him were numerous 
&mODgo the early diSC'iples. The record5 bebrin with the notes of 

... young blacksmith, Govinda. who was for SOniC years his de· 
voted personal attendant The fullest story, based on earlier 
narratives, the " Ambrruia of Chaitanya's life," was written 
by a physician named Krishna Du.~ (born ill 1517), residing at 
Vrindivana, at the request of sOllie of the disciples who sought 
a more adequate account of the last portion of their Master's 
life. Full of learning and piety, the aged S<"holar lUlderlook 
the task at seventy-nine, and devoted to it nine laborious years. 
It contained more than 15,000 "erses, and quoted sixty difFerent 
Sanskrit works.! 

Cbaitanya (or Krishna Chaitanya) was the l'tligioull name 
hEwtowed upon the Teacher when he assumed the life of a 
Sannyisin. His father's family, Brahmans by caste, had been 
Vaiahna"as for generations, and his father himself bad settled 
&t Navadvipo., 60mc se"enty miles north of Calcutta.. on One of 
~the branches of the Gangef;,1 to complete his education at ita 
famous school of Sanskrit learning. Tbere he married. Eight 
daughters died in infancy. A ninth child, a son, grew up, &.nd, 
OIl the eve of Bil marriage at sixteen, disappeared. On the 
ndding morning he could not be found; he ha.d devoted 

I It it CUP01ll that. one tradition aflirna that hu fiM wile W&8 Va1.labha'e 
<la ....... 

I Sea, P. 4'79 f. The NICOIld portion hal be8n tl'Imalat.ed by Prof. 
ladOMt), Sarkar, under the title ~ytJ', ~ """ ~, 
QIleutt&, 1913). 

.. TIM.odern NadiA, aometimel ipelt Nuddu. 



CHAITA.\VYA -himself to religion. There W&8 a tenth child, known by the 
pet name of Nima.i. The anxious mother, fearing lest he should 
follow his elder brother's example, overruled her husband'il 
desire that he should be sent to school. Tradition told of his 
boyish mischief, as he pilfered the neighbours' orchards with 
other young rascals, and leased the little girls who came to 
bathe in the river. He would not avoid unclean refuse which 
a Brahman would not touch, and retorted to his parents' 
admonition by asking how he was to know the distinction if 
they would not allow him to study, adding, .. Nothing is either 
clean or unclean in myeye;,." The spirit of revolt was .Iready 
rou"oo. It was not surprising that the neighbours at laat 
remon.!otrll.ted, and the boy\' education was begun. His pro­
gress was rapid. He Wll.~ soon reading San'lkrit, and made 
himself obnoxious to hi~ cIders by pert questions. But his 
ability was undoubted. At twenty he himself opened a 
Sanskrit school which drew pupils from many quarters, while 
the great l;cholar~ who had made Nuvad\·ipa famous stood aloof. 
A tour through }.:ru.t.ern Bengal increa~ed his reputation; he 
found hh. own cornmclltarie-. on grammar already in use, and 
his name widely known. He was young, ardent. joyous, hand­
some, affectionately known afterwards as "Fair-limbed" and 
.. .Ios.ir-moon." But whatever might be the movements of his 
mind within, he had shov."ll no interest in religion. 

His father was DOW dead, and on his return from his teaching 
journey he found that the young .... ife to whom he had been 
early married had died too. A second marriage WIl8 arranged 
to provide for the maintenance of the customary family rites., 
and he at length quite unexpectedly sought bis mother'. 
permission to go to the ancient sanctuary at Gaya., once 
Buddhist and by this time held for many centuries by 
Vaishno.vas, that he might lay at Vishnu's feel1the offerings of 
food and water for bis deceased father. An aged Vai .... v. 
saint n&D;Ie Ic;vara Puri had often striven to show him ' how 
faith would cleanse the soul, but the young man would con­
ceitedly convict him of some grammatical Saw, and with 
assumed superiority spurn his exhortations. Now, however, 
he souabt bim out upon the journey, and his companiOIlll 
noticed that hi! wa,ys eeemed changed. A new life of emotion 
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hi awakened, and as he entered the great temple at Gaya the 
bonds which had hitherto restrained it were suddenly loosed. 
Within the precincts was the visible sign of the presen~ of the 
Deity. In conquering !1 demon Vishnu had placed his feet 
upon the head of his foe, and the footprints were turned to 
stone. They were known as the" lotus. feet," and tbe priests 
sang-

"Th~se feet, 0 pilgrims, lead to heaven, 
Take ye refuge in them ! 
There is no other way for man's SAlvation, " 1 

Flowers and offerings were piled around; vast <.-Towds thronged 
the hallowed courts; the air was full of music, and Nimai. 
OVf:lptlwered with ecstasy, feU into a trance. His friends led 
him away more or l~s unconscious. When he regained hi,\, 
senses the tears still Bowed. <I Leave me, I am no longer tit for 
the world. Let me go to the Vrindii.groves to find out Krishna, 
my Lord and the Lord of the universe. ... ; 

On bis return to Nava.dvipa he strove to tell what he had 
seen, but could find no words. The Highest had fenaled 
himself to him, and he could think of nothing else. He gave 
up bis teaching, tha.t he might decla.re the lo\'e of God. He 
undertook menia.l services for the old and sick, he carried their 
burdens and even washed their clothes. A group of disciples 
gathered round him to Ih'e holy lives, perfonn acts of charity, 
compose and sing hymns, and chant the name of God. They 
met daily in the garden of fl convert, the Pandit \r'iviisa; they 
read together the Bhagavata PllrD.II&; they marched in proces· 
sion through the streets with song and dance, anp a religious 
revival was begun. Report sprt'.ad quickly that the great God 
had once more descended into human Conn, and Go'Vinda Dis, 
the blacksmith, driven from his home near Burdwan by a 
quarrelaome witt, resolved to find him out. As he reached the 
ri~ Navadvipa, Nimai and BOrne disciplee came down to 
'batht.1 The young teacher's complexion wu of extraordinary 

J s... p. 427. 
I .. the "Diuy of Govinda DiI," in the Cbkutta ~, m. (1888). 

p. 80 fr. The doeumell1 (which iI ill Tenel i, of COUl'Ie 110 dail, rtoOtd. 
1Jmr 1o.g • time elapilld between the eTenti recorded and the actua1 
...... &illll of t.he IW'tative 11 unbown. 
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brilliancy, and his long black hair hung down to his hip'. 
Seized with an ardent longing to devote himself to this 
wondrous being, Govinda fell at Nimai's feet; the teacher 
gently raised him and took him to his house. There Govinda 
became bis personal a.ttendant, and received the ~.2!' rood 
which had been offered to Vishnu off' Nimai's own p ate. No 
meat or fish or eggs or other forbidden foods might be served 
in & Vaishnava's house; but Govinda, who confesse.~ that be was 
the" prince of gluttons," found ample satisfaction in the varied 
curries and sweetmeats of the daily diet. The meetings in 
Qriviisa's garden were diversified with religious plays founded 
on stories from the Puranas in Vishnu's honour. Nimai himself 
assumed the part of the god, and would fall into trances for 
many hours. But ill his con<;eiOllS states he rebuked anyone 
who !!poke in his presence of his divinity. .. 0 God,O God!'" 
he cried, at Bena~ .. I am a de<.picable creature. It is a sin 
to regard any creature as Vi"hnu." I 

The enthusiasm of the new movement proved contagious; its 
ranks were quickly filled by men of all sorts of occupations, for 
Nimai recognised no castc limits in the practice of devotion. 
The opposition of the orthodox Briihman~ became increasingly 
bitter. They complained to the Mohammedan magistrate that 
the nightly uproar kept them awake, and at their request be 
prohibited the procession. But Nimai boldly led it that evening 
to his door, and at the sight thc Klizi was delighted. Nimai 
had been joined by a Sannyasin Ilamed Nityii.nanda.! A 
drunken Brahman belonging to the KiUi's police one day 8ung 
a brick at him as Nityananda passed by singing. His forehead 
bled profusely. "Strike me again if you like," said be, .. but 
cbant Krishna's Ilame." The assailant and his comrade repented 
and were reformed. Scholars and poet... with the venerable 
AdvaiUcbarya of ymtipur (another rentre of Sanskrit lee.rning) 
at their head now stood at Nimai's side. He was still )',tJJDg, 
only in his twenty~fourth year, when be resolved that he muat 
give tLe final proof of his devotion by renouncing the hOUle~ 

1 Sarar, Pilgrimagu OM TeocAi7lg., p. 309. Cp. at. Vrindivana, Wil., 
p. iiI. 

I Identi6ed bJlOfDuu\horit.iea with hillott elder bro\her. Bot ott- &.tt, 
p.497. 
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}w,lder's life a.nd becoming a. religious mendicant. M.other, 
wife. friends pleaded in \'ain. They were not to be consoled 
by stories of saints from the Puriinas, explanations of the vanity 
of human wishes, IIcnnons on the transitoriness of the world or 
the necessity of saving humanity sunk deep in sin. 1 So in 1510 2 

he stole away aecomp&nied onl.v by Go,"inda.leaving his wakeful 
mother gazing after him at the door 85 be vanished in the 
darkness of tbe night. Three days later he took the vows as 
a Sannyisin at Kiltvii under Hbilrati; his beautiful hair was 
shorn. and be received the new name of Krishna Chaitanya. 

Travelling further and further East, Chaitanya at Ia."t rca('hed 
Puri. the hallowed seat among the swamps and sands on the 
.xr.a-coast of Jaganniitha, " Lord of the World." There stood tht' 
great temple of Vishnu, ('ompietoo .. fter fourteen years of labour 
in 1198, where men of every ('.ASte might eat the Holy Food 
together.s There Chaitanya won a \'it.'tory O\'("r the greatest 
Indian scholar of th(" time, Sllrbabhauma, refuting th~ I1hl,liioni 'lt 
monism, and den~ing the identity of creation with God. 4 The 
Prime Minister RUma Hay, himself a ~'iidra, but bchollll' and 
poet withal, became a disciple, and w did the King. l)ratipa 
Rudr&. After three months, during whicb Govimla enjoyed 
himself to the full with the daily cakes and cont~tionerieb from 
the temple. kitchens, Chllitanya announced his intention of 
undertaking a missionar,Y tour, broke away from adoring disciples, 
and started with Govinda only for the South. Changes among 
the Mohammedan powers had brought almm't the whole COlL8t 

from th~ mouths of the Ganges to the mouths of the Indus 
under Hindu rule, and the Central Provinc-es were similarly 
governed.. So the young preacher made hi" way to Cape 
Comorin and up to Dwarka, Krishna';, famous city, on tbe coast 

I Govinda Dia, Oalcutu. .iltvWw, evi. p. 84. 
, So, it wowd.teem, the best autllOnties. Others, lWB and 1609 . 
• ~ ~caJ. auount i, 8Lill that of Sir W. W. Hunter iu hll 0H:ucJ, 

ToLL chapa. iii. and iv., 187S!. Bome modern imprelliiOli' on pilgrimage by 
u.O".Y will be fOllond in Ziml!llJ'JlWW'. ne God J1IW~ etc., Ne .... 
York, 19101. 

, Tbe pM& Knew Die _ted t.hat S&rba acknowledged Chaitanya AI 

KNluaa, and Chaitanp .ppeared to him in hi, dirine fonn. Barba fell 
at bU .... uclaimiDg .. ··Logieiaad made me hard lIte an ill£Otof :inm.thou 
.... meltec1ma." Sen'tar, PilgrWwJgfIliad TeaMiftg', P. ~. 
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of tbe Kathiiwir peninsula. There the priests gave 8. grand 
entertainment in his honour, &nd Chaitanya with his own hana 
distributed the food consecrated to Vi~hnu among the lall'!e, the 
blind, the deaf and dumb. He worshipped in <;iva temples, or 
at shrines of Rima, he bathed in sacred streams. Scholars and 
princes, Buddhists and SRnkhyans and followers of ~ankara, 
ritualists !l.Dd sceptiQi, all yielded to his enthusiasm and his 
charm. The leper was cured, the bandit and the wealthy 
.:ourtesan fOl'Sook their evil ways. The ILljii of Travancore 
danced and wept like Chaitanya himself. At Padmakota. a 
famous eight-handed image of <'iva's consort Durgii rocked with 
emotion 8.'1 hI:" preached, and a shower of flowers feU from 
heaven. A blind man who had been promi ~ed in a dream by 
Durgii that he should see the De~ellt in which Vishnu had 
favoured the l>infuJ world with hi ... presence, ret:ei\'ed his sight, 
and having gKZed upon Chaitanya's shining countenance, fell 
dead at his feet. The journey was not without danger. :Forests 
must be traverhed, Mlmetime& for one or hio weeks, where the 
travellers must subsist on fruits and rooth, and the wild beast 
might spring out of the jungle, or the snake inflict a deadly bite. 
After three days without food Chaitanya on<.'e lay senseless in 
Go\'inda's arms. llut the dauntless missionary pressed 011. To 
the BrKhman who assaulted him he only replied, "Strike, but 
proclaim Hari's name." And so at last, after tra\'el'sing four 
thousand miles on foot in twenty months, he returned to Puri. 
There he resumed his ministrations and teaching in the temple. 
As the day of the Car-festival approached he led hi s followers 
in menial services, cleansing the precincts, and washing the 
floors, the walls, Rnd the idol's thrones. In the great proce:ssion, 
when the immen..c wheels of the heavy car sank immovable in 
the sand, and neither the Bengal athletes nor the king's wrestlers 
nor powerful elephants could make it stir, Chaitanya took out 
the elephants and pushed it into motion with his hea.q. Witb 
sllch talel did the adoring admira.tion of disciples glorify the 
Master's memory. Only once again did he leave Puri rot'DY 
length of time wben he went on pilgrimage to Vrindi.ana. 
There he bathed at the twenty-four ghabo upon the Jumna bank 
at Mathuri. As be walked through the pastUres and the 1fOOds 
the co .... and the deer ClIUlle round him and licked his limbe. 
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Birds liang their sweetest, and peacocks strutted before him. 
1fN.nCbes laden with 80wen and fruit bowed to his f~d in 
thought he lovingly offered them to Krishna. So be climbed 
the sacred bill, entered the sacred cave, lingered beneath im~ 

memorial trees, bathed in hallowed pools, visited consecrated 
shrines, danced, wept. recited. verses, laughed and sang. and 
finally, at the place of Krishna's sports, fainted away in love. 
BetON! he quitted. the district he converted a group of Pathan 
horsemen, Mohammedans, WbD became ascetics known as the 
Pathan Vaishnavas and wandered forth sing ing his praise, 
Impressed with the importance of VrindiivaDa a<; & centre for 
the extension of his teaching in the North-west, he made it the 
home of t\\ O uf his most eminent dlbclples, Riipa and Saniitana, 
the wealthy ministers of the Mohammedan Sultan of Bengal , 
Husain Shah (1493- 1518), who renounced the world and under 
Chaitanya's direction devoted thcmsehe::. to austerities and 
study, producing a long list of Sanskrit composit lOu" 1 

ChaitAnya himself wrote nothing. H l!1 metaphysIc 'leems to 
have approximated most nearly to Nimbitrkar's, though 8. 

modern interpreter bas ranged him with Madh\a,t Trruned in 
the schools and accomplished in debate, be could use philosophy 
&5 a weapon in argument. but hi '> rea} power Illy in his person­
ality. His protests against worldliness remind us again and 
again, like Kabir's, of Gospel sayings, though they arc couched 
in a different idiom. But bis attitude towards traditional 
pieties is less austere. He can worship before an image, and 
bathe in holy waters. He is as devout in a temple of Giva as 
in one of Vishnu. Whate\'er form or emblem had acquired 
sanctity served to remind him of the object of his love. This 
was not the result of a crude Pantheism. It was the recogni­
tion of the value conferred by the devotion of others on object'! 
which had aided them (however incongruous they might seem) 
to approach the Deity. A 8ower, a cloud, the light upon UJe 
ripple of the sea, displayed to Chaitany& the love of God, and 
threw him into ecst.a&y. For him there W8.8 only one object of 
adoration, known under dilferent namell 8.8 Brahman, Param-

ls...p.~ 
t 'l'be tat.. ViTek'nlMa, aeoard1ng too ReT R. Macnu:ol. TM Indioft 1m.­

...... (I.I~ Oot.),p. 118. 



CHAITANYA 

Atmao, jJhagavat; or manifested under varying conditions as 
Vitumft,')rahmadeva, or Qiva, according to the predominance til 
one!>T other of the Three Strands. "being" or goodness," passion!' 
or energy. "darkness" or ignorance.1 But the significance of 
Chaitanya's teaching did oat lie in his spttial interpretation of 
the Vedanta. What gave him power over otber minds was his 
impassioned religious consciollsness, his vivid sense. of the 
personal presence of God, and bis conviction that the whole 
world was the scene of the divine Love. That was no illusion, 
and the response which it called forth from the worshipper 
begot a feeling of individuality which nothing could shake. 
God did not love a mere transitory modification of himsel£. 
He loved a being who could love hill! in return eternally. 

Many were the modes in which this lofty affection could be 
cultivated. Pure faith was its source, and diverse were its 
forms,~ as it rose jn purity and intensjty to the highest modes of 
spiritual emotion, It carried with it an exalted ethical ideal, 
demanding such virtues as compassion, truth, charity, humility" 
and other graces of the gentle spirit; and it kindled an immense, 
enthusiasm for proclaiming the sacred Name, .. Krishna's . 
Name." he told an inquirer," alone wa~hes away all sins,"" No 
caste or race could limit its efficacy. When he sent out bis two 
first and chief disciples to p~ach in Bengal, he bade them 
.. Teach the lesson of faith in Krishna to all men, down to the 
ChandiildS, freely preach the lC8.'>On of devotion and Jove.'" a 
The Mohammedan was as welcome into bis fellowship as the 
Hindu. So ardent was the pity for suffering humanity which 
he awakened, that one of his disciples threw himself at his feet 
with the prayer-" My heart breaks to see the sorrows of man· 
kind. Lay thou their sins upon my head, let me suffer in hell 
for all their sins, $0 that thou mayest remove the earthly pangs 
of &11 other beings." "Krishna," Cha.itanya. is said to have 
confideatly replied, "fulSls whatever his servants ask for. You 
have prayed for the salvation of all the creatures of the universe. 
They shlill all be delivered wiijlOut lmffering for their siDS. 
The task is Dot too much for Krishna, who is omnipotent, 

I ep. ... p, 106. • 
I ep. Sarkart ~ mwJ T~ po !ItO W • 
• IlIM.. pp. 171. 169. 



"" RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY IN VAISHNAVISM 

Why should he make you alone undergo their chutiaement8? "'1 

'11M! philosophy which in~rpreted the great Releaee as the 
.bsorptioo of all personality into Deity was unaceept&ble to 
lucb glowing tru&t. Love sought to expend itself for ever in 
the service of his will, and declared that even bell, where love 
could still rise from the midst of pain, were preferable to 
extinction in the very bosom of God. 2 

Such were some of the lessons which Chaita.nya drew from 
his favourite book, the Bhiigavala Purana. The last eighteen 
yetVs of his life were spent at Puri, until, worn out with 
excitement and exhamtion, he died in 1534. His voice being 
beard no more in protest, the belief that Krishna had appeared 
in hirr> produced its nat ural result in cultus. When the 
disciples in \rivasa.'s garden at Nav&chipa bad begun sinbring 
his praises, he silenced and dismissed them. To his friend the 
-Prime Minister, Riim Ray, who remom.tratcd with him on his 
reset'Te, he replied, "1 am a mall, anti 1 ha\-e taken the ~tic's 
vow. In body and mind, in speech, and in aU my dealings I 
must be spotless." 3 But King Pratiipa (whose reign lasted till 
1556) was not satisfied till a wooden l'itatuc had been carved, 
which be placed in his capital at Pratiipa-Pur.' Sir W. W. 
Hunter found a temple still slunding in Puri dt!dicaled to his 
name, and many smaller sbrines are sca.tterro lhl"Ough the 
country. But the cultus was naturally combined with that of 
Vishnu, and of those joint temples the observer reckoned SOO 
in Puri itself and 500 ill the dilMict. 5 While PraLlpa Kudra 
,..as still on the throne six poets celebrated Vishnu-Krishna's 
name. JagllJ1Uathtl. Dw interpreted the episode of Radha as the 
type of the relation of the humlUl Mlul to the Divine, and 
declared Vrindavana and its holy places should not be identified 
with the actual scenes. they were the symbols of Maha-C;linya, 
the «Great Void." Wbat is the meaning of this sudden entry 
01. Buddbist term ? & Drh'en froD\ Bengal by tbe Mohammedan 
._on in 1200, Buddhis.t teachers bad settled in Orissa., "here 

I Cp. &rkar, PilgriTlWlgU and T.tcMng., p. I.'. 
, ntd- , Po "9 f. I Sen, p. 442 . 
• 'l'hu ~\l.y been dUlcovered by Mr Nagendranii.t.h Vuu. ..trMaolog. 
-sw..,rfM~ L(HH1), P. c. 

• RuMer, ~ i. p. 109. • Cpo ."", P. &. 
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from ancient days, it wu believed, the sacred tooth of, tk 
Buddha had been preserved. Recatt discoveries have prored ' 
how powerful WIU. the influence of Mahii-Viinist art io Orissa, 
which can be traced through the phases of the yai va a.nd «ikta 
cults. It was now the turn of all these modes of worship to 
give way to Vi!>hnu. The conversion of the Buddhists of 
Mayurabbanja waa the work of two of Chait:&nya's disciples, 
CbyiminB.nda and Rasikananda. But the leaven of the oW 
faith was still strong, and the poets who carried with them the 
doctrine of th~ Void sang of five Vlshnm, corresponding to the 
five Dbyii.ni Buddhas,l In Bengal the conversions included 
large numbers of Buddhists. Nit}ll.nlinda and Advaib1chiirya, 
who (with the inveterate propensity to form groups of three) 
were soon a..<.sociated with Chaitanya as partial incarnations,S 
organii>ed a vigorous mo\'ement at Khardah and C;ii.ntipur, aud 
Nilyilnanda received 1200 Buddhist monks and 1300 nuns into 
his new order. A yearly festival at Kardah still commemorates 
the event. NityH.nanda''l sympathy with the outcast classes 
gained him the name of the" friend of the fallen"; rigid social 
restrictioru. were removed, and widow re-marriage was allowed.' 
The religious order organised by the two Bengal leaders 
attracted princes and scholars of wealth and learning. An 
acth'e literature in Sanskrit and .Bengali provided matelials 
both for tbeology and devotion. Lives of the saints threw the 
tfistras and the PUrii.nas into the background, except the 
Bhi'gavata. whicb became a kind of Vllishnllva Bible. Numbers 
of poets in the next thn.>e centuriel'l sllng of Krishna, hi1'l in­
carnation, his perils, his :-.porls. his loves, his conquest. ' Still 
to this day in Orissa religious preceptors, e\'ening after evening, 
from village to village chant Chait&nya's name, and devoutly 
explain tbf! IlfoCrert books.~ The professional narrators of 
&tori~ in which Vishnu, Laksbmi, Krishna, play the chief 
parts, have become in Bengal thf! agents of moral appeal and 

1 Vuu, op m .• pp. chi, c::lnvi If. C}Io fln !.e, p. 114 . 
• qaha hostility npreaented thelu .. ' the threefold Inca.matiOu of the 

dunOll. Tripuriaura who had been sl&i.n by 9iva. Sen, p. 668. 
a Sen, p.~87. 
, Prof. 8ttl giYM a lilt of 170 poe&., whOle lyrica -UIloUDt to Oft.l' aooo,. 

pp. 617, 667. I Vaau, A~.s.rwr, p. ZUlU. 
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~ Iaopinn of deYotioul .... Ii....,!. The stondanh of the 
~OUI orders 01 nortkrn Vaiahnavi"m hue grievoualy 
~.I But it. infteence aD .a,e rna.saea of the people ha.~ 
been wide and deep. It sought to remove religion from the 
c.refully guarded ceremonies of Brahmanica.l ritual And throw 
open ita hopes and privileges to men a.nd women of every rank 
&lid caste, of every race and creed. It needed no priest, for the 
olFering of love required no sacerdotal sandlon, and the gract' 

of God was in DO man', keeping. By its doctrine ofincamation 
it maintained a constant 8ucces. .. ion of divine acts of self­
sacrjiice before tbe eyes of the believer, which conferred new 
value on humanity wben Deity thought it worth such efforts 
tor its rescue from 19nornnce and sin. And these in their tum 
helped to promotE:- ideals of charity, gentleness, and sympathy 
which neither the t.enac.ity of the caste-system nor the solvent 
influences of Western culture can wholly obliterate from the 
national mind,' 

I See the aevere judgment. of Dr J, N. Bhattacharya, In Hindu ClUte, 
and sw, (Ct.lc.utta. 1896), p. 464 if. The au~hor wu Pref!ldent of the 
ColI. of Pandlts at Nadiy., Chaleauya', O'fVn cit" 

t In spite of the oec.aslonal hoett!tty of the religIOUS orden, It 18 extremely 
dlflieult. at the present day to dl~tlngl\lBh between Jay worahippere of 
9iva Ind Vi.bnu, and In the last cemu. (1911) the attempt at .tat18tlcal 
enumeration for the whole populat.ion 91'88 abandoned. The course of 
tilne hM brought them together and .pllnglod thea practlce. The ~l 
Jj,porf of the census quotes a letter (p. lIb) from & dllungu18hed native 
ac.bolar who .,, that he fMY on oue day beealJee It l' .. ered to ~Iva, Cbd 
on another as dedlca~ t.o VishnU; be plants the bel tree as dear to the 
Ant, Uld the 'aUi' as beloverl of the seoond, 10 the Punjab, PandJt 
Harikisban Kaul report:. that in Spite of the dlffieultJeI or the talk an 
liii011 'Wu made to apply the tat. for d1&CrlmlnatioD p~bed by the ' 
Oen.u.t ColDlDiMionera. The resulta were 10 lncoogruoua .. to be reaDy 
worthl.. The religoUI orden ehowed • Vai,hun. memberahip of 
1),8510, aDd 9aivaa, J6,400. Tbtote figurell awake the ezpectation of ~ve 
pnpoDdert;D.Ce amana: the laity u wdI. But amung the orthodox hOUle' 
~ and waaMI of the people the ~alvu only unwer 4236, "hi.ltI the 
V~TM count 7 ,m,927, Of the tot&!. follower. of the lhadu re1igtOn 
'~Ole 'Punjab)oot.ha Vailhnavu amount to 83-3 per eeslt-, and the 9aivat 
~ tIM pitiful 'prnpcnioD .01 )._ Pv~ &pori. i p. 126 t h 11 not 
_p' , .&hat the editor ~d ruefully remark that PlPba~ the 
~ .. JWC. fe_ .. ihI .uri .. in the tIlI:nmeratiOll boo~ wonld lead 
It ., ~ b enumtrUimd ........ we have Hard of tiJIIil&r 
-""':srt ' 'rul "C. oUt-



LECTURE VIn 

HIXDULS)f AND ISLAM 

IN the year 632, while the Chille~e pilgrim Yuan Chwang WAS 

lingering in Kailimir on hl~ wny to India., thl Arabian prophet 
Muhamnft:d died. 1t wa.,. not long before hi!> IoUcce!>!>Ors began 
the career of COllqlle. ... t wLich ultilllately laid the vast terrrtory 
(rom Bagdad to Conlo\a..at their feet. Indi n. \\a~ not forgott~n. 
The seventh ("Clltury WI\.'> not completed when it!. coasts were 
raided, iii pll~<;es were cro ... -.ed, and ti le Punjah was ravaged. 
Frequent inrOlld>; and piU I isl ('VllIl U(>~t s con I inut.-d for cellturies. 
At no time \\ow. the :\loh ll.llllllcdlln power triulIlphant through 
the ,,'hole of Ind Ia. T he Punjab we. ... naturally the first agllln 
and again to belLr the brunt of de\ll,lahun. The famous 
l\O\"ereigu of Afghaui ... tlln, :\lAhlllUd or Ghazni (997- 1030). Jed 
forth the tirst of his SCH·n!. t'n 1,001l.~iom in 1001. By IUld by he 
carried hi .. ar111~ a~ ftlf a~ Knnanj. I\!)()ut balf "a~' bttwe(·n Delhi 
and AlI"haba(t. Nov. he plundered the '-RCn.-d localities pf 
Kril-hn& at Mathurii. and Vriunihana: I in Illlother expeultion 
(1O~4 i6) the 5al,(·tUlUY of ~'I\a at Somnll.th, on the coast of 
Kllthiav.iir, .... as desecrated. The temple-gates were carried to 
Ghacni in triurqph; tbe ljllga-~~ mhol of the god was s~bed. 
and fragments were sent in homage to the homes of Islam in 
Mekka and Medina.! But ~Jaughtcr and oestructiolJ were not 
the only ihues of stich military ,jolellct'. In the conqueror" 
train ca.·me student. and Ij{'holar!i, and tbe learned Alberuni 
(" the foreigner"') who resided in India between 1017 aod lQ30t 
embodied long .. nd e&reful observations in his faflij)us deac:rip\ion 
of Jedian life and thought 

By ··tbt end of the twelfth ten...." the Mohammedaa arms 

• Cp. """ p. ~. . 
l B_tier. TIM I .... .8""",,' V@86).p. 174. 
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"et:t carried to the East. the capital of Bihil' ...... seized 
probagy in 1197; itf great Buddhist monastery was destroyed; 
BK..brethren Hed, some to Nepal, others to Tibet, others to the 
S40"'lh. the monuments of art and piety ';ere ruined; the 
li&r..ry, when no one was left who could tell the victors what 
the book.! contained, was doubtle~ hurnell! Two years later a 
party of homemen rode up to the palace of the sovctf'ign of 
Bengal, Lakshmana Sena, at Navadvipa,' while his majesty was 
at dinner. The aged king. a venerated prince of eighty yean, 
fled slipperless through a back-door, and at last found shelter 
at Puri in Orissa. where he wore out hi~ life in the service of' 
Jagan-Nitha.. 3 History WBJi a monotonous tfund of l'Iieges, 
1Jtaaaacres. and famines. Kutbu..d Din, once a slave, establishes 
:'im:elf as the first Sultan of Delhi in 1~06, and. is said to bave 
destroyed neady a thousand temples in Benares, and built 
mosstlel on some of their foundations. The Mohammedan 
power spread gradually to the South (1808-]5), with a. like tale 
of outrage and ruin. Women were carried ofr for the con­
querors' ~; the sanctuaries were htripped of their gold and 
jewels; a mosque was built at Adam's Bridge. (ri-Rahga, 
.here RAmillluja had lived and tAught. was pill~ and ruined 
in ]826. Two centuries later, in ]565, the nctory of Talikot 
enabled the Mohamllioedans to d~troy the city of VijayanAgar, 
"bose extensive ruins"testify to its former hplendour,'-and the 
bailliant age of Akbar in the north is at hand. 

The in8uence of Hindu culture all Islam has been very 
variously estimated, and the sources of Sftf'iism are now sought 
fif'ltly in the iCfipture and practice of Mohammcdauism itself, 
and the early contact with Christianity, GDo,ticiem, and Nco­
platonism, rather than in the phIlosophies and &lCetici~m of 
iDdia. & That these latter had their share in ,timula.ting , 

I V • .A.. slD,lth, Ox/fItd HI.Itfll1l of ]'ld,~ (1919), II- till. 'Cp..lIII'It#, p. Ill. 
, Cp. CNJU, P (38 • 

• Qp....., pp. ~ 442-
• ~ ... ngh\. ~ of the ri'ftr Tungabhadra, in "the Bellar;. dibiot., 
~ it ~.t.ht. c:aP,it&l of .... extensive empn'll etabraemg all Ifir. 
"",*.,.,~ ~1.Ib.ni nyer. 'f~!. GM., DIV. p. 310-
" .0. .. .." Bm'lt'1l& ~ ¥iMrY oj p«"fD (1903)s Mep. ~; D . .­

'~,n. EM" --...~ ... (1914), lIoI.,JI 
• 1W'u..T1w JlMIq t/II/Mn {Ia, po 8 a: 



THEIR POImS OF CONTACf ,n 
Fenian mysticism at It. later date is, however, not. denied. 
Tales of course travel far by unknown ooanneis, as the litera.­
ture of Barlaa~ and Josaphat abundantly proves; and when 
Jalilu-d Din (U07-127S) at Qonia, the lconium of 8t P&;9l in 
Galatia, told the story of the elephant in • dark room,1 he 1'0'&8 

only repeating. with slight vAriation, II familiar apologue of the 
Buddha.' With such stones went different fonns of religiow> 
experience, parallel aScetic disciphnes, corresponding methods 
of spiritual culture. Isl&m had its wandenng mendicants, itl 

fo/iT3 or poor men, its piTS or sainh, its rites and pilgrimages. 
its prayers and beads. Above all, it broke down caste; before 
Allah all men ,.ere equal; ip. the sphere of religion there was 
no privilege of birth. Here then were points of contact with' 
teachers like RAmananda or Chaitanya. What was the effect 
of such proximity ~ Mohammedani:.m transcended the race­
Jimit::. within which Hindmsm W~ practJcally confined. How 
far could they mutltally approach and influence each other? 
And frlYfl which Side would the first movement start ~ 

I 

The rise of a religious literature in the vernacular languages 
WIlJi not confined to Bengal or the South .• The Marithas of the 
ancient land of Mahara,.,h tra in the West began to use their 
own speecb fOl· philo:.ophl(f!l} expositJon in the twelfth century, 
when 11 Brilllllan named MukundriiJ wrote a long poem on 
Brahman in the Ve<il1ntlc ~pirit. entitled "The Ocean of 
DillCrimination.'" The Mohammedan invasions for a time 
checked all ~ivity. but the movement to which Rama.nuJa and 
Riima.oand't. pve expression was not without its counterparts 
undiJ" the .. new ru1~ From the thirteenth century to the 
eighteenth ~ l~g succession of saints and fl'rophetifstrove for 
the pllrificatioq ofTeligion.c Many of them were 'Bralunq8; 
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oth..ers were Mohammedan converts; a few were women. There 
were representatives ofociiifcl'ent cutes and occupatiOn5\" taiJorA, 
~encrs, potten., goldsmiths, repe!ltant prostitutes and slave 
gitlit; They ~truggled again!.t Brahman domination; they 
protested agamst b~f-mortJfktLtJon"', extreme (astb, penances, 
and pilgrimages. Aoove all ttchlcvements of Yoga they placed 
the dally practi<'e of thE' pre!>encc of'God, Yo ho might be known 
under many na\Uc~. \'nft, \'tthohii (Vi~tinu), KM ~hna, Rima. 
Legend lold how they healed the "ick, fed llte )lllnWY, and 
raisOO the dead. The superiority of the 'rdigu)fI of devotion 
(bhakti) W'IUI said to be dcrnonsitatf'd by Dn)'llndi'v in the 
tbirteeuth Cf'ntutv, wben ChiillbrdC')J 1'('1) mg on 41s yoga power, 
came ridmg Oil a tiger and floun ... hmg R ~nlllw as a WillI', and 
Dnyinrl~\' rMt· to 1II('<'t him Oil a walt. Aulhol" of man) i.ymns 
and an elaborate pamphlll'>e of the RhRq{Ha<i G, t.'i. III ]0.000 
JtaJ)~.l he wa..., reported til ha\(~ ded,lrffi-" Thcre lS none 
higb ar low WIth GOl.'1, d!! au: H.lll..e tn hun. t Till Gallgeb IS nbt 
polluted, \lor the Wind hunted, nor tue (\' dl ,cmlt"red UII ~ 
touchable, btocaUse the low~Lorn amI tlle "lllg~-hOll1 IMtbe 
in the one. ot'breathe the other, or l1Iu\e 011 t~e btLck lfI. 
the third." t • 

Dnyindtiy came appAn'ntlj under th(> mfiu£'lIC ' af a \lounger 
teacher named Silllldt'-l-, whO!>c family hclllngeJ to ~ ca>.te of 
tailors or (.31ico~prlnt.m. Loc,u .!I.! •• wunh \8.ry COH<Cl111ug the 
place and uate of bl~ birth; "but JllS ou et'r wa~ Il. .. ~ocill.ted 
espefially with PalJdh8.11mr on t]IC mer Bhilllil. (m the ~hoLi.pur 
District, Bombay 3), the cil1ef '>i.nctll3.1j of Vl~hllU (Knoshna) 
under the parnes of V1Uha.la and Vlthobii. Born in 1210,' he 
early .bowed A ~ingular AptituJe for devotional p ractice. Sent 
to acbool at five yean; old, he mll.de no progrcSi 111 leaming. 

~J Hack!e~, OP CIt, P 168 
t Itaoade, op Ctt., p' lbi. MQckn~.hall plaOOl1 WI d.th lli 1100. HIe 

tomb ..... till. &hown 1It Allllill, lU the PoonIl dl.tn!:1., Bombay, and I.a ilUd to 
be v .. ad by 00,000 pilgnmB at a yearlv fall tn NO'I'elllber-D,.,ember . 

• 11'01' .. description of the modan oo ... n WIlli Ita great Vltboba temple 
anW three ~t1&l faln cp. IIlIPf!'Jtd ~ttuf", :xu: p. 390 • 

• • ' ~tfe, TIM SiIh "'IN~ ('1909), ~ol VI- P .18; Blwldarbr. 
V~ 89; ¥acbc1l¥,."o,p.'ai(., p. 111 (litS). Or Farquhar hM 
~ _ .. fa_ oh1!O<r d&t.o, ",<I~_ .... ~. ~ ,,,,..,ii<iIIi .. 1 ..... ~ JIU4 (1""'1 Apnl. p. 1 ... • , 



NAMDEV 458 

but set his schoolfellows to smg 80ngs to his favourite god. 
Impract.ble in bu!Ciness, the despair of hill parents, who were 
told that they had obtained a !>/I.int for a son, the wayward 
youth suddenly exchanged the company of religious mendicants 
for 8. band of highwaymen who plundered travellers and 
murdered CH!tl Briihmans and pilgrims. A squadron of cavalry 
was at last sent to suppress them. The force was insufficient; 
eighty-four trooper,; were killed, and the rest fk-d. Some time 
afterwards ~ wus aUraded by tl local saint Vishoba Kbechaf in 
an adjoining ~mage, and olle day oubidc the "iIlage temple he 
encountered the widow of olle of th!;' f>laught~rcd horsemen, who 
reproaehed him "'\th her poverty :md the hunger of hf-r child. 
It Will> the CI'jSh. of his life; he ga,'c tll) the prt.'{:ious mare on 
which he had loved to scour the country, be.towed his clothes 
and ava.ilable po-;se"slOlls ' 011 the Briihman!>, nnd in hi .. uwn 
word ... " made f\ fri ';lld of repentance." I Thi ... '''a. ... the key to 
all hiS "' lIb~eyuellt tell.( bing. "Your mind i ... full of vice," he 
sang. "'Vhat i ... the u ... e of the pilgrimabre~ you Ina!.e ?j L What 
is the use of au ... te" c pnu{H'e'" If there IS 110 rt'penhuJ(.~ 1 The 
.sins re!uItfS" from a menta.l a('t cannot be cfii.t.t;(!(1 by the 
highest ht.ly plat·c. The c~~cU(-c of the matter h. very simple. 
Sin i" elfiu;l'ti hy repentam:c. So say" N,unfl,."~ 

Vishoha Khl'Char had appflrenUy in'5truct.eq. him fi""t in the 
iIlusiollist philo~oph.y; I\layii was only the ~pOIt of thf' Most 
High; \\ a\'t~to \0\ i1h their flldm and bubblc~ were not'" diHerent 
from water; right ld(l~ and reflectIOn opened the way to 
knowledge; hut tbh mood seems to ha\e gi\cn ""ay, perhaps 
under the iuRuencc of bis profol1nd moral t.' hange, to a simple 
trust in the- .Nkme, alld an o\'clfio\\ing lo\'e for God. In his 
first yean. he had been a chiJdi~h devotee of (lva; iu bis 
maturity his love went fortb to lb~ mallY form .. pf Vish01j.t 
Vithobu., Vittbal, N8.la\ ana, &una. Krishna His repute C&tJle 
to the ears of. Dnyiimil>\·, him~elf a fnrm~r disciple of Vi,hot. 
Khet'har, and they starhod on 1:1. long journey to Hastiniplll', 
the modern Delhi." It ~&S the ~eat of the imperial governmeot 
under the atrange., com¥nation of opposites, the inh'tUUl.ll. 
the ai!comp~, the '?haritable .. d bloodthint,.- tyrant, 

j 1IaeaubJre, fl. p. .•. 
, Bbn14uk .... p. 80. 



HINDUISM AND ISLAM 

1rtbhammed bin Tughlak.1 Nama's repute ha.d preceded him, 
and the Sultan, summoning him to his presence, required him 
to perform a miracle :-

"Let me see your God Vitthlll, 
Restor .. to life thi<; II;lllughtered cow, 
Or I will strIke offlhy head on the spot." 

The aJlotted bours ran out, and" the Lord of the three worlds 
had not yet arrh·ed;" but"at the last mom ent the Deity came 
riding through the air and delh'ered hi~ &!lint by revivifying the 
cow, n was a lesson to the Wlbelieving emperor to" walk in 
the path'> of truth and humility " ; .. God," said Niimdcv, "b 
contained in everything." 

The travellers vhited one sal:red place after another till they 
reached Puri, and then recro~~ India from the Bay of Bengal 
~ Krishna's city, Dwarka, 011 the Western Sea. later, 
Nii.mdev made his way to the extreme South, and reached 
Riim~var. whence nama had !>et out on hi., expedition to 
Ceylon. At one of the temples 011 the \lay his ~ iJlgll;g drc", II 
crowd around him, and the Ililgry Brf,hrllll.lls. fearing pollution, 
drove him with blows to the rear. A hymn Il..crlbed to him 
commemorated the Dil inc vindication of his \\ol'l>hlppcr:-

"I went, 0 Lord, WIth lall,{:hter and gladne"5 to thy umple, 
But while Niima 'IlOI.S worshippmg, the Br,lilmans forced him 

away. 
A lowly caste is rnlOC, 0 KlOg Krishna, 
Why lIVll3 I bom a callco-pnnter;l 
I took up my blanket, went back, 
And sat behmd th~ temple. 
A. Nama repeatt:d the prall.es of God, 
The temple turned to his .s.ints."2 

Tbeee lQng wanderings brought Niimdev into C'ont.act witb 
.m,oy forms both of Hinduism and Islam. Wherever be saw 
an external and unspiritual worship he raised bis voice in 
~l.e!t. But in the religion of the lSobammedan conqueror 

ChroDology i, 9in in ddlieulties, if Dnylndiv', death i, rightly 
uaiped to 1300, .. Hobammod did not eat...bh.h himeelf on the throne till 
1st6. V. A. Smith, T1u CitfjrAd DiUrt; of Ittiia, p. 237, 

• ~ ... _htJ .. ri. p, 39. Por all. &nalo1f~ Ibltlocle of Vilhol:-. Khechar 
,.. .,. •• ' 11 ; and of Ninak, belOIw'.~. 



NAMnEv 
he sa" .. a fundamental identity with his own. By whatevd 
name God was addressed the Unseen Reality was the same:-

" I am poor, 1 am miserable, 'thy name is my support, 
Bounteous and merciful Allah, thou art generous, 
I believe that thou art present before me 
Thou art wise, thou art far- sighted; what conception can I 

form of thee? 
o Namll'S Lord, thou art the Pardoner," I 

Thilo scnse of lowly dependence WI!.'> the fundamental note of 
Niima's teaching. He ne\'er forgot hi~ earl)' experience of sin 
and deliverance; i t gave him .. confidence ill the dbiversal 
presence and agency of Goo- " In every heart God !>peaketh, 
God speaketh: doth anyone speak indcpclldently of him? ", 
~it~ the i,llIagery familiar to all lp.c rcligiou<, poel<.,--as the 
ralll I ~ dear to the earth, or the ::.c.:enf'of Rower ... to the bumble~ 
bee, or the sun to the hheldmke, or water to the fi sh, so was 
God to his 1>oul, the element ill which he mo\·ed and had 
his being. 

"love for him \\ho fillt·th my heart shall never I'e sundered ; 
Nlima hath applwd Ill.'. heart tu the true Name. 
As the love be-twt"e l! a child aud his luother, 
So is my soul imbued With God."~ 

For ~uch a faith the :.Crvice of au idol was futile. \Vby 
bathe it when God was in the multitudulOlis species of the 
water; why weave a garland of Rowers which the bee had 
smelled, when God was already in the hee! .. In every beart 
and in all thing<; uninterruptedly there i1> only the One God"; 
all life was~l1e divine dispensatioll:-

"If thou give me lin empire, what glory sh,,11 it be to m~? 
If thou cause me to he)!,", how shl\lI it dejl;rade me? 
Worship God. 0 my soul, and ~hou shalt obtain the dip,ity 

of salvation, 
And no more transmigration shall RWait thee." , 

Singing such songs, sometimes a wanderer from vil1age to 
village, sometimes at lUs trade in Pandharpur, Niirudev reac.hed 
foorscdre years. He never seems to have met his younger 
con~porary RimBnanda. Others were singing around him, 

I Maoe.uliffe, vi Po:lt. I Ibid., p. 61. 
s lk:d.. pp. 48, •. 4 Ibid., pp. .9. .a. 



mNDUISloiANDI~ 

Hke TriJochana.o,f Pandharpur, or Sadhna'; er6utchet of Seh ... an 
in Sind. The Brihmans. saw their influence endangered. 
When the Queen of'oLchit:a.ur ' visited Rav Dis, one of Rim!n­
anda's disciples. a tanner or leather-worker, they protested 
against such violations of social order.: "What i ~ dear to God 
is devotion," said Re.v Dlis. " He psyeth no heed to ca'lte," 
Using the familial"' .iUu"trations at' the Ved~ntic philosoph" 
be boldly said :-

H Between Thee and tnt", between mt' and Thee what dllft'rehce 
'\"0 there be ? 

The SAme as between gold Imll the brdocelet, between wlll!"r and 
its rIpples. " 

But ~~ doctrine of identity ib immediately trall!>fornu .. >(l into 
mondt-xperipl1f'e a ... he ('ontillm ... :-

"If i ~,d not ("ommlt Sill, 0 EteTlld l One, 
How shouldst thou h ,lvc g.nlled the 1I,lme of Purifier OfSlIlllCrs 1" J 

• 
\:rhe Gh'er of !>8.lvlI.lion \\l\.<' hotll "fatlwr and llIo the l" "~ 

The time \-\11.'" npcnmg for n. great ~pi,ilu,J mo\cment through 
theappl'oach oftht, higher thollght find prru:ll{,,> flf Hmrl uNn and 
Islam. \Vho would lead it ~ Whut. forni'> IIl1ght it bke,\.&nd 
I'ith what result? The lir~l ~{'riOIl~ ('flort to\\ an:l ... mlltnal 
appreciation and :.ympa th) \\ 'a~ made hy the grlc'alest of Indian 
mystip,.Kabir. 

II 

Atxmdant legend, gathcrC't i around Kahir's !lamC', a nd much 
oC the suf'vidng literature attl:l.ChC'd to It UJay haYc "'prU'lg up 
among discipJe«.3 The hvmns of lh~· pre~ence of God. (;'Jeb,ale 
~me theme ill many "k ey;,; and rC'pchlulll.., of thought and 
ph~ are easily caught lip fl"om sillger to singer. But the 

'authentic note of a great 'H..'Cr 1~ heard too OftCIl to Illiow U!o to 
doubt their source ill a mind of prot"oulid i111~Cr ~cn!>jtivcJlless and 
daring utteranCX!. The moil 8.uthoritativf' record of hi ll teaching 
it.found in the ool1ectionoentiUed ljlli' DiJft.k. Tra,lition amrn.w 
lliat: -it was dictated by Kablr hjm~Jf 1? a dillCipie named 

I ~liff~ vi. p. S2t • __ W. po 337" 
• Op. W,,1mnt "ReI18IOul".Seeta." Wcnit. i. p.76. WilBOn c'-en thought. 

it :'not.Jt ~ iwpl'Obable t.hat 110 Il.!ch pe"- evet exietbd." p. 69~ 



KABIR 

Bh~wtr n~.l It~nblins hymns in a great ".riety of metrdl 
previou;'y unknown, of whkh Kahil' is mO."lt naturally regarded 
is the invOilthr. Mau), m'ore are ~lldudedJtn the S8.l'red book 
of the Slkh~, the Adol GranUl.l OIl the Hindu side Kahir ir. 
coml1lemorated ill the Bhal.ta Malii as a Saint of devotion, 
and IfgbJd'lr) live:. are current III the Hindi, Gujarf\tJ, and 
Mariitb. dialect... '1'he J !Ulgua~e of the n.,r j" said to be that 
spoken .in the \l clghuourhood of Beuarr'i, fl.11n:apur, and 
Go~khp~r. :MallY foreign wOJ,h had beell In u-.e for renturics 
since t he Mu!u\lIlHlCtIRn m\d."IOIl~, and a .. many as 235 in 
Kablr\. hymqs 11Iwc been t!'!l.c:cd to P erMan, Arabic, lind Turkish 
origm",1 ' 

M y"tcrr <;urroumled Ka\m '" hlrth. H e ~pokc of hims't!lf 
afterward" ~ It C;upra, bql thal he \\ a~ hWlIght up by a 
l\folmmmC(lan Wl'a\Cr and ~i.., nile at Bpllurc,> :.celll'" \\etJ ~t8.b­
li~hed. Legelul' (0],] t1..ll.t he 1'01\ ... found 1) lIlg on a blo'l"oming 
watcr.ill), il1 a lake called Lahar Talll.n, a ,hurl dl"tance from 
the city. .r\ ~ m.tlll lcmple 10 Klllnr ... ti!i ... tands b) the ma.rgin, 
and Ilellr It I" the tOl1d l of the 1\ 011.1 el ;\'1l'11 ~ The Qifl.i wa. ... 

duly im'lted to Open the (Jor,-lll, ... o that the fir ... t Ilame ~bieh 
Cfiu!.{ht hi ... eye 1I11 ).{ht Ire Idlutt,J \.)1 de~tll1y bl the ch lid. It 
proved to be Kahi l.," gleat,"~ all epltl\l t oj Allah. Rut though 
blO':lght up til II. :\luhulIlll1('(lall llOll~ehold, hc ~ as :.urrounded 
by Hmqu prfwl l('e, ..a.lld earl.' Ic lrncd lItllOIl!{ in~ playmates to 
call Ollt ., HJUI. It,-UTI ," and .. HlU'i , Hall .... \\>b(,ll the little 
M O'lletn" ret!)! l('(i h.v dubhlllg hllll \\ It I! punning a:. ... ouance kGfir. 
" mfidcl," "!'J'''-'.ll twn IC{'koncd him fttllOllg the fol lo\\ers of 
liallu'i.ti8:t)Qa, and I/\eil relat ed that he del 1'Ied a hitle ~\:l'Iltagem 
a~ a youth t o 'cellle mitu\twn wto HrumtHalld}~ community. 
Chronology 8. ... 1I,llal mtt'rpose<; a dlt1iculty. There i~ a gcnet1ll 

, , II 
I Or The }J'J"/.. 'I} Ktdnl, tr He" Ahmad Shah, Halllllpllt, U.P (1917), 

P 31. Mr HUfIl, III H&!IIDgS' RUH, III P 6.11, accepts Bhagwan Dis, 
"ODI' of, Kal)l-P 1I!l.llled\.d.tc dIFC1Vlc~, ' a~ tIle t..orop,ler. but cUriously poet.­
PODtS !.he work 10r filty y,;an afler KahJr'~ ,Ieath. Tbe term Bljak 18 
probal<1y tt&ed i1l. the 11Itl1l8t! of a " key to a hl\lJ.en tl'eMure." Cp. RIlmaim, 
.l.lU 6, $bah, p. 71. 

I Cpo below, P 419. Macal.lhffe, vol. VI. pp. 14.2-116. 
" . Shah, P 30, 
, Maeauhife. vi. p. li3. , 
• From Ihe Nome root IU' AkbAr. 



~ .. t to .p1ace Kabfr', dewh in'l-. -The l¥ date 
a.upi to that oC Raltl~da is 1410, lI\1:He 841\'&Dccd ~ of 
ODe hundred and lteven. d'Olf could Jabir harte -been one 0( 

hi! missionary band. ot even old en~ugb to be ~ivei! into 
his Ie}igiOU5 house? The boy'8' precoci.,- might have gained 
him early Mimiss,on, and his birth wAs C!rried back to 13p8.1 

Kahir grew up In libe wea vcr' ... house, and .prllCtised hill trade, 
though like the Apostle Paul he foulld. tfmA.f.80 to leach and 
to travel. For him the universe was a 'wondrous ioQl.Ji,-

"~o-o~e 1c.nyo' the mystery of that weaver 
Who urne into'the world lind spl'C1ld the warp. 
The earth and the sky are the two beams, 
The sun and moon are t~ filled.sbuttle\. 

"faking a thouslnd threads he ,>£rends them lengthwAYs; 
l'(J.day he weaveth still, but haft! to reach is the far -off end." 2 

, -
The threads arc the thread .. of Karma, ant the fabril4 into 
which ~ey are wmen is the mighty SUUl of con:.crotr~,andJ..Wl~ 
consdous being. The whole background ~f Kabir's "thought is 
Hindu. His Ca"ounte name for God .. Riim. Like all hi .. 
Vaishnavite predeees~ol":' he seeks release from transmigration, 
aud opens the path . to deli\erauct; by loving de\ation . . · The 
ancient mythology provides bim *ith frequent ilIu.,tratioBb: 
~he great gods of the venerable Tri,d. Hrahnul. Vishuu, t;iva, 
still perfOml their function ... In the economy of existen~. And 
Kahil' has not studied philosophy for nothing; It<. lar«"uage 
is ot).en on. his lips. He may reJl~ct its formal s)"S~m ... , but 'he 
ean~ boldl,Y rest.n,1Ie .its idea.;,. ~e. looks ~ith pitt on the many 
"ho "gYew ~y 'karching aDd sE-arching.?' for ' few ~re they 
tha~ound.'" RelillllJ'C all. the Scri}'tu r(!s, declarations that God 

"ll~.r-k.ar, V(lV~vum, p. 69, provulOn&lly acce!J1.a thu al rangement. 
At the upper end Macauhffe (p. 1401) U;>WI & native work ..... Iuch date.! the 
death .. eady as 14018; whIle Mr G.li. Westcott, Kablr and 1M Kab~. 
P...cA, Cawnpore. 1007, euts the knot by deht.yitlg biB ~ till 1440, 
Chrono1og. t&b~ p. fii. Wltbout .peclfylng any evideI1t.lat all.~ WlIBtcatt 
~ lum to have been really H6hamwed&n by bil'tl}f and -.,aoe.iated 
ilia the Snti order; ... ~u.I Rl~nanda,'. fo.el'l to bMt& down the 
t:.nien bit-ween H~ and Hitdu.. Dr Falquhu IIOlvfIl the ehrond~ 
IogiorJ ,nl~ulty by b~ IiowD. "'''ncif,'' date..(jO aboat 1400-~, 
_ p ..... and JlU8 (1 .... Aprill'!>. uri. -. """.a'fott tr. ShIll. (unn. lkmMtlt., p. fJ7. 



was .~or ~ ell' a"af,-these were all vain; <I the All­
Merciful, the AV.-~f4eai,. M is seen by, few indeed."l If . the 
~gumente ~f .phllosophy .'Mere futile-" millions of births' and 
ages ~ in whims and fAnCies,"-the praCtices of caste 'and 
idolatry were even 'IIOrse. Let no f/lise pride mislead' men; 
'that. Hindu and Turk are of different famiT,x is '-be.':' ! 
Turaing to the l\iohammedans, he cried~ . 

"Adifn,· who w¥ first. did not'know 
Whence came mother Eve. 
Then there was not Turk nOT Hindu: 
No blood qf the moth er, n'.> seed of the father. 
Then there wore'tlo C{,ws, no butchers; 
wli&, pray~ cried < In the name of God '? 
Then t!tere w.no race. no castf': 
who made Hell an,d Paradise?"! 

The Veda and'~tbe Qorlin 'IIlight have their rituals, but" if you 
milk bl~ and yellow ,cows tobretber, will you be able to dis­
tf"guish, th~r mil,,? .. ' Hindu and Turk were pots of'tbe same 
clay; Allab and Riima are but different names,s Why, then, 
bow the shaven head to the ground, what is the me of sacred: 
bath,ing·places or prostratiol1S in ' the mosque? The pilgrim 
marches with .deceit in his heart. what profits his journey to 
Mecca? And" if b'y repeatilJi Rama's name.tll; world is :;aved, 
tl:ten by repeating' sugar' the mouth.eis sweetened": if men 
could get rich..by mcrdy'saying "wealth," none wdbld remain 
poor: Looking on the naked ascetic,.he declared that aU the 
deer of the forest might C(lually be saved; th.e bathers at. 
morning and evening were satirkally remill~ed that frogs were 
in the water all day; if the worship of ~tones ,.,as of any avail. 
K~birproclairued that he w'lulli worabip a mountain; but lip­
se:a:'i~ could profit nothing: 

, 

«It is not byfas\ing and repeating pr&1t'rs and the creed 
That one goeth ~ bea\'tm; 

Tbe inser veil of the temple of Mecca 
Is in ma'D.jI heart, if tAe truth be known.'" 

------
I EIIa!iJ. p. ~.. • Rqmailli'XX. 8, Sba.h, p, 66, 
s R7mwiin4 xI., Shah, ~ 72. 
, .bm.. :uzix. 2, hii !I, SbA, pp. n, ai, 
I ~ xu., xovii, Shah, pp. 110, 141. 
, ld.t.cauHlfe,ji. pp: 140, 146, 21", 200. 



HJNDUISK AND lSLAM 

U Make thy mind thy Kanba, thy bo4J its 'enclosing temple, 
Conscience Its P[iwe teacher: , 
Sacrifice wrath. dO\lbt, and mllil('e; 
Make patien(:e tlune. utte""ncc of the fh,e pmY~!M 
The Hindus and the Mu ... lmans htve the same Lord." l 

'M.tried. With son and daughter, Kabir plied his trade at 
~&res, where be {"onfronted the Briiomall nandih and u~cctb. 
For'omc time, also, he Jjl'cd at Miinil..pur OIfth~ Gnngc~, in the 
Fatehpur di~trict, and he afterwlll'd" procCt.'(lcd to .JhlJ ~i, oppo~ 
site to lhe fort of AlltlhRbll.d. H ere he encountered fanlOu" 
Mobammedan teacbCl'K. of ""/Jom :;hatkb Ta(ltli IVa .. the Ino .. t 

'diitinguished .2 A coltou·dt'aner bt profp.,,,ion, pc hcloIl6't.-d to 
a Sufi oroer, ami Mo .. lem trnJitioll eiaHns biqJ a~ Rl\blr\ pir or • teacher. Kahir made no plOl1" jOllTne)" to \rinrl ih'8111\ OJ }lurl, 

but he speakil of hmu,elf It<; 1I11l1 b-trnV'Cll~-d. he "lIl'II' lJHllI.V men 
and citie<; ~ he has lIandl'I(,d inlo tile D e{'('f\n ail fat f\'o the Ner­
blldda ri,ver; he hft .. bee!! n ,j,jtol A.t king ... • coum; the rO}'fl.l 
and the- rich have lx>en among hJ~ dN:iplf'''' From ::-;Haikh Ta~qi 
he is .mid to hille as"t'fl ,l blc"iug \\h ,('h would t'unhi,' 111m tu 
remme the dlftcrcrlC<'" IIhreh p:u'~('d HIUd lt--. .tlld )Io,JI'JJI ... , It 
was a vain attempt at I'L'('on('tliu,tmn , hI' dfilrts OIlly allokc anger, 
and :Mohammedan ho~lllitJ ('Uhlllllll.tcd III A. "'Ullllllom. bcf<rre tht' 
Sultan Sikamlar I,oni Ilt J alHlpltr ill 14!),).1 RUIllOlll' had alrendy 
&scribed to Kahil' the Tt'nvlficatiol! of a IIe.ld h()\" and gll·1. • The 
sove~gn of Delhi imp'o~ed the ... ame t.e ~t \\liIl.:h hi, ptedec~T 
Muhammad bin Tughla\ had delllfl.nti, II frolll Nii.mdl\', A oow 
",~slaughteted in the impulal pn:wnce. A.ntl Kahir, whu had 
a.lready emel'get! ~ll1phallt from three lrial~, y,a .. ordcled to re! 
animate her. l* ~tN~1 her wit h .\l~ hlllll1. made all CIIC()Ul'IIg­

ingolloiM! !l ~ jf driying ~r:an(! tiJ&CDW ,too<! Ill' qt.Vic ,>oulld.!> 
BJ,lt religious enmity I1oIl.S Jlot the only j,s.(· of ¥ir\ labours. 
Out of the stonns of life's c>- perieoce he had won peace. 

I l1Aeaoli8'e., yj p. 258. 
t R4malnt :r.lviiL, Shah, p. 76. ,lVeateoU, p. 39, endC8,yonn wdtllmguill 

Wween two l.el\ehen of the 1Itl.11)/; naUlt. 
• Weltoott, p. -ii. >ol • 
t On the river Oamtl, lIlightly N.W. of Belll:rell. Sibnda.r ~ from 

1488 to U17,; he fumed tbe wanple~ "llathul'ii, cpo a~ p. 433. 
· ,)(.auiiife, w.. p. 133, quoting a ~ma aBOrlbed w Kalolf; Shah, 

pp. i4-i6. 
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"Whe~.J mel th~ Trill'! GUt'll, he showed'me the way, 
The liathel"bf ftle world then became dear to my mind; 
I am'tiy s;ln, Thou art my Father, 
We tfth live ill the sltne place." 1 

461 

So he could say, of' Kabil' is the child of Allah and Ram; He 
is my Guru, He is my P ir."l There were men and women of 
both religion ,> who could follow this vision, though" afar oft: 
The aged Teacher was at Magabar, !.Orne fifteen miles west of 
~orakhpur. Comlllon helicf Ilffinuf'(1 that tho~e who passed 
away there woult! he reborn a" u~~e .... , and Ihe di'>l.'iplc~ entreated 
that the Master "hOllld return to Bcnaf("~ to die propitiously in 

• • • the holy r'lty. ~ .. 'Vilat 19 lknares, what the waste land of 
Mngahar," replied the saint, "if Uruna duclls in Ill.v heari?'" 
His departure ... kmed to him like 0 hridal: Killg Hilma, his 
hu"hnnd, hp,d ('ome to his hou .. e to tetch him: " I go hence," 

lIe exciaime(l triumphlllJtly, "wedded to the One, the Immortal."3 
The Hindus wi~hcd to cremate the bod." the :\{o}mmmooans to 
bury it The di"plltant~ wllxell hot on:r the bier, when a voice 
bitd(· them I'ai~f' the ,hrolld whleh {'()\,erer!. it. The corpse had 
"anishcJ, and in it!, platO(' lay only a heap of flowcrs.4 

Kahir I:. regarded IlS the l"uther of H indi literature. His 
copious uiotcmnt't':s may be c1f1.~ .. ilierl lwconl ing to their metres, 
but they ('!umo" be lU"J"tl.ngl'(l in du.te~. The clue .. to his 
spirihtal hi~tory are lo;.l. and the pha,cs of hi~ expcrienc(' t088 

to and fro in hIS \'erM.'s,lightiug up hi" dlam.d(·r and ilrustrating 
hi~ tnOO(l ... , 1,ut 6lN.·uring: hi, devclopmellt. He start.~ as a 
follower of" U iimu,lhl.llIhl, who .. drank deep of the juice" of 
RUma." That teaching h(' repeated to a heedless world till he 
was wenry.~ IArOltlld bini he ~IlW olily the blind pushing tbe 
blind, ami both fallillg into the we.U.6 Vehement in his 
prote,;t.s against l.'OIlvt!lltioual religion, II.nd unable to clltty 

1 MII.Cll.uhife, "i. p. 197. 
~ an.. H1I111f.red 1'~ of rlbi,', tr. RabmdranllLh Tagorc (London, 1914), 

p. 46, Ixix. 
, Spab, p. 17 . 

• 4 'l'tie voice wu Vf,riouily ~ribed t.o an aged uint, an uturance 60m 
the sky, and an appul"anee of Kablr himself. Tke grave hall ever since 
been in Mohammedan keeping, Westeott., p. 44. 

e Shabia hI: ,ii."; Shah, p. 132. Cp. Tagore. p. 23 (XXiI}. 
e Weatoot.t., p. 'is (4), 71 (1.1"1; Cpo Luke vi. 39; M,",- n. 14. 



HINDUISM' AND IS~ 

eitbe~ ib professors or" learning or its ignorant leommonalty 
with him, he stood alone, and the loneliness was very grievous. 
Like the :6uddha of old he saw thl whole world burning,! but 
he found..co leader to whom he might join hi!:}" "' I never . ~ " , mel a bosom friend;' be cOlllpltl.ins slWly.2 It as an fren age, 
but that whicb was in the \'essel must needs come out of the 
spouV Sometimes it seemed that he was the only madman 
and all the world W~ wise; and then confidence replaceO se1f­
doubt, Kabir was the only t rue Yogin, the rest were delusion's 
5lava' So life was for him, as for Plato, 11 practice of dying. 5 

Fierce sometimes was the sVruggle. 'If I am the WOT:.t of men," 
he cries in self-abasemclll,81ike the apostolic" chief of " iulIen." 
H e counts up his po.~~essiolls, in,t, wrAth, covcto.tJwcss:'pride and 
envy; "I have forgotten him who mAde and favollretl Ole-pre­
serve me, 0 God, though I ha\'e offended t9:t!e." "There i:. none 
so merciful ttl. thou, notlc sO sinful IllS 1. "'" " For '!uch a leader life 
was bound to be a hatth·, ami in noble' word~ hI.' ('aBed comrad e:. 
to the strife '\\hich he himself waged even to {lId age:- & 

.. Lay hold on your sword, and jOin in the fi~ht. 
Fight, () my brother, as long as life lasts. 

I~ the fi~1d of thi!. ooay Ii grt'at wlir gO~l> forw~rd, 
Against passIOn, an,ger, pnde, and greed. 

It is in the kingdom of truth, contentment, a nd purity that this 
batHe is ragmg, and tht' sword thn rings. forth lU()(It loudly 
is the sword of H,s Name ... 

Iris. hard tight and a weary one, th is fi~ht of the truth_seeker , for 
the vow of the truth~seekerif; hArd t' r than that of tbt" warrior, 
or of the widowed WI fe who would follow her husband. 

For t~ 'Warrior fights for _ f~w hours, a~d the wlddw's struggle 
with death is soon rnded: ,. 

But the truth-seeker', battle goes,~n day and night, as long as 
life lasts it never c:uses." ~ 

• M'~ 3 0 Sh h i16 r I'_'JC ""fl Sh h- -- .-\-. ~ 4, a, p. . """., _, a, p . 
• B.WbdIs Ul. 6, Shah, p. lot>. . 
f S'1ID.bd4 zlvili. 5, SaltA. iii. 16, ShU, tlNl18, 214. !)habcia cit 6,jhAh. 

p. 14« 
• WIItcott, p. 61 {14~ 
• Mac&ulifta, vi p. i79; WllIIteott, p. 71 (120~ 
1 MM.tiliIe, 'ri. pp. iU, 23(). • • Kaeaulilfe, vi..p. H9 (ill). 
, Tr,pre, 0.. H~ Hpftf, p. is. . 
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So did be wrestle with himself, declaring that there was no 
penance higher than tr!lt~I-" 111 hiln within whose heart is 
truth doth God himself abide,"-tiIl he could say. "I have now 
become pure ii heart, and my mind is happy." · The sense of 
delive~e bup>t forth in ecstasy. " Thou h~t united Thy 
heart to my heart." 

The life of emotion must m .. >ed~ have its \' ici ~situde6; the life 
of thought was more stahle. Rii.ma's clift' WIi.., very high, but 
Kahir had cli.mhed it, and though clouw, might &l)metimes 
veil it, he could never forget the Illighty prospect which its 
eIrtvatioll had afforded. 

"The h~l!I~ of Kl\bir is on the mounuin peak , where the path is 
,"wm'thng. 

There the foothold cvt:n of the ant is not sure, there men IOlld 
t1lt-ir oxen no more." 1 

The first ro.mlt of the contemplation of thi~ Hl'>t expanse 
was the intense cOlH'ietion of the omniprC'sence of God. To 
t!lis theme inn.umct"llole h}"mn~ are deni(,lltoo. 

" None CII.O lind the limit or the s(-cret of the Sustainer ("If the 
eArth: 

He shineth in the plantain blossolJl and in th(" sUlishim', 
And hath taken IllS dwelling in t he pollen of t he lotus. 
The great God rellcheth from thc lower to tll C upper regions of 

. the finnlluwnt; 
He iIlumineth the silent realm where tiler!;: is Il("ither sun nor 

moon. 
K'now tllat he pcrvadeth th~ body as well as the universe. 
He who kno~eth God in his IWaTt and rept'"atHh his name, 
Becometh as he." 3 

" The earth bloometh, the firmament rejoiceth : 
Every heart is ~Inddened hy God's Jig-lit. 
The Lord God rejoiceth in endless ways, 
Whithersoever I look, ther(" is he..conta.ined." 4 

But this )Vas.no monisf doctrine of identity. The ancient 
formula '~That art thou ".is .. expressly repudiated. The reality 
of t~or1d cannot be de!fted, for it would im·olve the deni.al 

I '8akAl34f3, Sbah, p~ 2l7; Macaulitfe, vi. p. 260. 
t Sakhit xxxi.; nxiii., Shah, p. 187. 
S M-wiffe,"i. P- .i68 (condeDled). 
, lOid., P. ~. ' 
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of its Infinite Cau..e. Xabir can try his hand at retelling the 
story of creatiOill : . "In the first beginning there was thought" 
-the Unconditioned Intelligence "lienee aU thin~ proc-eOO. 
Brahma, Vishnu. c;,'i\'a, AuCJ 't;akti play their Ilppointed parts 
with the help of the my::.tlc ') liable O'lb..fml tpc ~acred "erse 
known as the GIl,\'&trJ.l Hut thi~ learned trlflllJg in Vpanbhad 
style is n~)t Kabir's Teal philo ... ophy. That rp~ts on profound 
inner experience, where " the Eh'rl\al Belllg is hi" own proof." 
It is poss~ble for the <;Qui to confront the Solltce of Its exu,tellce, 
to recugm,e it IL'J ;\ll-penudwg, lind jet to Tl'Lun lt~ own 
independenl.'e .-

'" 0 Rama, I am standlftg "t thy door' 
o l( a lHr, ('ome anc! m",d with me- I 

TllOU art ml"rlo':{"d 1Il ,~I I, 
But 1 would not uttuly lie merged In thee" 2 

It is an experience of \I onder and &\\ C, too plO(olind for worJ:-.. 
Beh ind aU \ i .. !u!c (orlil" hc~ the No'alln o f the U 11 'Cf'11, L1IICorrli llcd , 
illimitable, hOllIe of all b'pes 01 CrC<l.tlOn In thl JlIl1ld of God. 
No human ~pecch {'1m , bow forth lt~ fuille .... -

" 0 how WRy J t! ver exptes~ til,lt ~r{'ret \ronl ~ 
o ho .... can I SII) He IS not Hkr t111~, H t IS hkt! that " 
It I say that H t" IS \\ Itllm lilt thl' U1livc r~c I ~ ash,uned 
Jf I Sl Y thll t H e IS \\Ith01lt loe, It I .. tl l~.'hol'lcl. 
He wilkes the IIl1lel ,rnd the uuk r \\ ('1r1d~ to ht- rnd l"ISlblv one, 
The COII ~CIOUS and t he UIlCOll~CIOU' both nrc Ins fOl!t ~tovl ~' 
He 18 neither mAmfest n(lr lllJJt.n, H L IS n~t'lthrr rc~c,l l<:,d nor 

uurevealed: 
There are no words to tell that \·,h\('h He IS" 3 

Here is a conception "hi(h embraces al! tlw c(JlltrtlTletie'i of 
life. and trans.'dhds them 1\11. Like th!" 0pPO~lt~ which 
Heracleitus beheld blended within a Illgber unity. dlifereDl'ei 
and antagonisms dh,appear. The ri gh t haud and Hie left hand 
are the same ; the illwaro and the outward become 8.!> one skv; 
life &tid death are in "conflict no more, their sepa.lIl.tion is ended ; 
in the light o( love da.y and night, joy and bOrrow, oe&se to be 

I Gp. Ra~flU i"III., Shabo p. "1 If.; lihandarkar, VCl\f!Ul_, p. 70; 
Tatrore. p n. 

, Wlt.i ech., Shah, p. 209 . 
• T8QI01'e. 'D. 6. ix. 
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at strife; fea.r and trouble pass away, and renuncintion is 
transfigured into bliss. For he who is within is without, and 
one love pervades the whole world. 1 

,'In the vahll'ble interpretative essay by Miss Evelyn Underhill 
this apprehension of opposites a.~ complementary in a perfect 
whole is described as "the ~ynthetic vision of God," where the 
contrast between the A b·;olutc of philosoph,v and the" sure 
true :Friend" of devotional religion h carried up to a higher 
pIIlDe and di..,llppears in Iight.2 Kabir's vi ~i()ll soars above the 
world of sense and chllnge, M all Hi :J(Ju metaphysic ~ought to 
rise above the snccessions of time into the realm of the Eternal. 
All round us i!> a constant proccs.~, the f~uit comes from the 
flo-.r, the tree from the ~d, and within the seed is an inmost 
germ of life. So in the ul1ivcr~e which he figured as a mighty 
tree,3 behind its wondrou~ fMms and manifold forces, conducting 
its growth and accomplishing its dissolutiun, la.,' the mysteriou8 
Bn.hnuln, shapillg to our "jew the hhldl:!n trea~ures of tbe 
E"erla~ting and Un-.e<,u. The limit and the Lil1litles~ . the 
finite and the Infinite, were hoth there in mutual relation, and 
neither could exist without the other. \Vbat, then, united 
them? Even this mighty difference must be resolved in some 
secret sour('e, the iaIler spring of all existence. Reason must 
needs fail to rlcscribe it, hut insight could pierce the \'eil and 
affirm it, and Ktl.bir ('OuM boldly sing-' 

" As the seen is in 'the plant, liS the shane is in the tree, as the 
vnid is in tht' sky. liS infinite furms lire in the voicl-

So from beyond thc Infinite. the Infinite comes; lind from the 
Infinite the finite ntends, 

He himBelf is the limit Rod the limitless: and uevond both the 
limited and the lilllitles~ is Ht', the P,;re Beio.lt. 

He is the Immancnt Mind ill Brahma ~d in the crcllture. 

The Supreme Soul is scen within the ~oul, 
Tbe roint is seen within the Supreme Soul, 
And vdthin the Point the reflection is s('en again. 
Kabir h:l blest because he has this supreme vision." t. . 

I Tagore, in many p8&a&ges. e.!1 liP. 13, 16, 16, 19, 42, 66, 
1 Tagore., p. lV • 

• MacauliIJ." vi. p. 24.2, the manifestatioll or God, Tagore, p. t, vii, 
SO 
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So Plato had mounted beyond the worlds of Becoming and 
Being to the GooU, and a later disciple had designated this 
Supreme Mind ' d 1\ Ptlint, neither good nor evil hut above 
both. So PIOtillUS, in whom Platonism reached its highe!>! 
expression, sought to appl'ehend the Ab~olute, a~ yet undivided 
between subject Bud object, and hence beneath all diversity 
even within I tseJf. And so Ckmcnt of Alcxllndrin had pursued 
his S£4rch for Reality till he too reached a Point or Monad 
where God could be recognised 110l by what he i., bill by what 
be is not,l But, like Kalil', Clement needs a God ""hom he ean 
love. As he contemplates the Creator's goodness, his heart 
overflows with holy joy. He dwell s on the \'ariel), of the divine 
gn.. ..... " !1ud invitations with which the Eternal dcign~ to draw 
to himself the spirits of the children he has made, and tven 
likens his anxietv for soul!'. to the mother-bird"s care for a 
nestling that bM· fallen out of the neJ; t. Such tenderncss CILII 

he combine with the sc,·crity of mdllphysical abstraction. Is it 
mOTe than a coincidence that Clement and Kabir -;hould both 
help themselves out with intermediate conceptions wbi~ hear 
at least a superfil·ial analogy to each other ? l~lemcnt 
surveys the higher (·orrespondeo('es of humA.H thought in the 
teachings of propheu. and lawgivers, of poet>. allli philosophers, 
he :rees everywhere the action of a Divine Reveal!:r, m;ing the 
Logos or Word Il..-; his great educative instrumenU Hindu 
theology had long cvolved a conccption of fy'abda, '" sound " or 
utterance, which playoo a great purt in the defence of the 
doctrine of the eternity of the VedB~.~ The term ll.Ct}uired im­
portant significance wheu it came to be used Hot of individuals 
but of species, and thus ~tood for some kind of intellectual 
eon~ption.· The Vcdinta Siitrll..<; affirmed that the world 
originated from the C;~ or Word, 110t in the senS£! ill which 
Bt"&hman was its matlri~r CllUse, but in the sense of the logical 
priority of the ide~ the clas.~ OT group. It is Kabir's way to 

I 'l'he f.a.mili3r antit.he.is or the ftIgU!I« and "1-r!7u.~ Brahman in Hindu 
philotOphy. 

I Cp. J . .E. Carpenter, PhGu. of Eurly (,'hNt1lm«Y (New York, lIn6), 
pp. 346-349. 

J dp. Vuir, s..n..u: Ta:tI,~ voL iii. (1868),}>. 71 fr. 
f Cp. 9anbra on ne Vlddw 6'!UrlJA, i . 3, 28: SBE, xuiv. p. iOO. 
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plAY with the language of the schools, with miya, the gunae, 
and the like. So he starts one of his fancy sketches of the 
world'" evolution by assuming the existence of Light Ilnd Sound 
(or Word). The Word wa.~ u. woman (Desire), identified in 
another cosmogonic sketch with thl' Grlyalri, the most sacred 
verse of the Rig V{.>tiIl.1 The sttldent of the ancient lales of the 
origin of the univer,c is familiar with the mystl'riou~ potencies 
ascribed to certain wonh SlJch a.~ the <;&crerl syllable Om, a 
perfect re<;enoir of po'o\oerful energies: .. From the word Om the 
creation sprang," ~ay" Kllbil". ~ So ~he W,.rd comes to be the 
symbol or eXJlrc~sion of the spirituAl prill('jple of the whole 
field of ex·isterwc. To re{'()gl1i~e it i~ to dL"!troy doubt.3 The 
only way out of tr~Il.~migrnt ion j, to" mnh ,vum abode with 
the "'ON," to Ij"e ill f'e-lIow.,hip with thl' E ternal,' for it is 
the WONI whi('h gi"e~ the \'i~ion of the Invi ~ibJe,5 That 
qucnche~ all ih'llohh· tTl,ving'. for "he in whose heart God 
hath implanted hi, Word hl\th ("e.l~ed to th irst."r. There are 
teachc~_of di\l.~r~ kjnd~, say~ Kabir," \\ol'~hip cvcr that Guru 
who caJ1ll'1rv.vcal the sct'rl't of tile WOIU,"· ~a."., "tht' 'Vord is 
the Gunt, I h",,'c hf"fll'd it and hC('ome the disciple," and it is 
the 'Vord from which the ulli"!r5e has ~ pruHg,~ So it belongs 
really to the.l'oui\ 'CI',' being: it is the authentic' witness of 
participation'T'n the Immortal.-

"Kltbir ~ays: 'Listen to the Word, tht· Truth, which is your 
cssellee. Ht' speltks tht' \\'ord to himself; and He Himself is the 
Crt"ator.'" 9 

And thl' utterancc of thE: 'Vord is love and joy. 
Philosophicloo h:lfl been rearNl in India on the tiodrines of 

pain 01" iIlU:.iOlI. Exi,.lcllee had Iwen ,'iewt"d ill the gloom of 
universal sufferillg, or the shadow of unreality. For Kabir such 
vi:.ion '<I'tt~ cs",cntiH.lIy faL~, True, egohm was the root of all 
evil; no iusight Willi possible for the heart in:.istent on the 
satisfaction of its own claiOl~ . ., \\' here there is ']' there is 

1 l~ma.i"iI i. and ii. ; Shah, p. 51 : Bhandarkar, p, 70. 
t Tagure, p. M, h:uii, 3 Sakhi lxxuiii., Shah, p. 191. 
4 Ibid., e<;cCl.xx\·iii., ShalL, p. 226. 6 Ibid .. cceixiii., Shah, p. 219. 
6 Macauliife, vi. p. 227, Cpo other P8.l!Mge.s quoted b~' W~tcott, 1'. 68. 
1 &khi CCI:C.I.vii., Shah, p. 22;', 
I TagoH, p. 39, lvii. N Tagore, p. 33, :dvi. 
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(lilY'''; and sorrow bred sin: but" where there is mercy there 
is strength: where forgiveness, there is He." I When Kllbir 
had MD thrown into the Ganges in C'haill:ol, Rung into tire and 
exposed to an elephant's fury, by the orders of Sikfl.lldar Lo(li, 
tradition told that he sRng ., !\ly spirits fell not, why ... holild 
my body fear?" A.nd hflde hi" follo\\'cn; sow Rowers for th()~(' 

who for them sowed thorns.~ Let dllil~' life be fn-c frolll ('are, 
"the Giver is powerful; the benst" of the field, the birds and 
the insects. have neither wealth Dot' .~torelloust.'."·' \Vhcn Iii , 
mother wept at hi" adopthm of the religious life. he replied, 
"While the thread wa.~ p~si ng through t he hohbin I forgot 
my Helm'oo God. Ht'ar, 0 my mother, the Due God will 
pro",de for us Ilod them." ~ lIe understood the great paradox 
of life, "\Vho S8Xes his hl'u .. d lo:.es hi!' he[ld ~ who ~n'r~ his head 
finds a head "; dol'S not the ('uwlle give adtll'~l light when 
trimmed ?6 The key to thc great secret lay in love. an!l .. hI.' 
drinks the cup of love who lays down hi" lift, for ott.cr::;." G 
Such )0\'1' he saw for ever pouring through the world. The 
mighty rhythm of the ulli\'cr~e wa.~ it~ con~tant manifetltatioll. 
For the heart that wru. darkened with dt'::;ire earth and sky did 
but swing in the swing of delusiOll, !,ight and da)' they swung, 
kings and pooples..millions of ,~ou's together lltrou$h ('!lC'n year'~ 
rains, through the Four Agt.>s, through illimitable· !EolIsJ Do 
but mount to Kahil" " house 011 Rlma's nl~ight aud ,VOli will see 
the " infinite procesJI Tel'ealed a~ the Creator'" Gallic of ,Joy.8 
Earth and sky, SUli and \UOOIl, 11\]I(l tllld wiltcr, O(.'eil.n» and 
rivers, life and deatb. are all hi.~ wonthous play. God is ill aU 
consciousness, all joys and "orrow~ of the COmllJOJI lot, "Ht' 
holds all within his bliss." 0 

~ "Behold what wonderful rl'st is ill the Supremt' Spirit ~ alld he 
enjoys it who makes himself wed fur it. 

Held by the cords of love, the ~wjllg of the oce"n oijoy SWMy.s 

to and fro; and a mighty sound breaks forth in .<;ong. 

------ --"-
I SaKAi eccax%., Shah, p. 22~. 
J Macaulifi'e, vi. p. 267; Westoott, p. 83 (24~ 

• W8It.<:ott., p. 9,.') (90). Cp. Tagore, p, 42, b:iii. 
f Maea.ulitfe, vi. p. 216. ' Weeteott., p. 92 (7.5). 
, W8It.cott.~. 84 (£9), 7 HiMola, Shah, p. ISS f . 
• 'figol'&, p. 66,fxuii. P Tagore, p. 21, uvi. 
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Music is an around it, and there the heart partakes of the joy 
of the Infinite Sea, 

There the unstruck music is sounded; it is the music of the 
love of the Three Worlds. 

Look upon life and death ; there is no separation between them," 1 

Like the Seer of the Apocalypse, Kabir heard the whole 
universe singing in adoration day ami night. The harmonies 
of the Divine Joy 1>oum]"d continually in hi!> ears: the unbeaten 
melodies till-xl the air like light. . j Dance, my heart, da.nce 
to-day \\;th joy!" he cI'jed in c<.~ca~~, the hilI .. and the sea, life 
and death. dance to thc~c ~tmiH !> of 101'c. N!I.) , the Creator 
him~elf" dllll<.'e<' ill rapture, /lnd "l.i.ves of form arbc from His 
dance .... ,Q; W ell might he appeal to the ~e1fi!'>h and blind-

' Open your eyes of love, and see- Hml who pervade~ this world. 
H<' will tell you the !.~cn·t of love alld detachment, anu then you 

will kIIOW mdeed that He trlln5cend~ tillS universe. 

Th~re thc Bu.-mal Fr'l'.lIltalil I~ pla:mlg its endl c!'s bfe-streams of 
birth dlld deat/I. 

TIH:y cali Him Emptmes~ who is HIe Truth of tnlths, m Whom 
all truth~ nre .. tored ' 

There withm Hun crt'"atlOn go~'s forward, willch IS beyond all 
plulosophy; tor phIlosophy cannot att.am to HIm: 

There IS an endl ess ~orlrl. 0 my Brother I ;Iond there is the 
Namelt-"s Being. (If whom nought call he Said 

Only he kllOWS it who luts reached that. fl' g !.OLl· it is other than 
all that is heard and said. " t 

To tho~c who had. penetrated lo thi~ IIpen "l'crcl he might 
well say." \Ve .. hall not rlie though nil ereatioll die : we have 
fouud One that q lli('kencth." · I T,, iug the figure common in 
bhakti pot·try of the night-bird gazillg: a t t ile moon, he declares 
God hi., Lord alld hmbelf G od's !'>epant~lIay." I am ThY'son, 
Thou Itrt Ill)' Father, we both li\·c IJI the same place."" Such a 
relation no outward change ('an '>ever: i t is the guara.ntee of 
immortality. 

I Tagore, p. 12 f. Cpo the wbole ot thl8 wonilerful poem . 
• Tago/"l, pp. 21, 24, xxvi. and X1.XII. 

, Alluding to the doctrines of the "Vold,~ and the "True of the true," 
«Ilk, PJl. 88, 19b. 

t Tagwe, p. 60 t, luvi. ; cp. p. 66, xcvii.. 
6 WNteott, i' 96 (96). ~ Macauliff-. vi. p. 19;. 
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.. From the beiinning till th~ ending of time there is love beht'een 
Thee and me, and bow shll.l1 such loV(' be extinguished? 

Kabir says; 'As the nver ent~rs into t he ocean, so my beart 
touches thee' " I 

III 

As Kahir W8.lo growmg old near Benares, and the youthful 
Chaitacya was I:l boy nt Na.diya, the fame of 9. new teacher 
began to spread through North India frolll the Punjab. This 
111'85 Nauak. the founder of the community I)f the Sikh ... ~ 

I Tagore, p. 26, XX1.1V Ont of the LeI\( hmgri of K,[i>1r a rrhglOus ordet 
01 Pauth was fm llled III hl~ nMII, The K,l.l)IT l'antlllS Ill.!y be found all 
the way from OIIS'lil.tud Bllt.lr tu tile P 1d1 1J.b (though til, y 31 P n1J t u!tlJlef'OU/J 
In R .. ,,6"), III t1:e Centra! PJQVlllU', III B()wbay aud G"Jdlll.t Thpu· I> (u) 

tlltabh"hInt'nt of pr,' ennuelll {\lgnHy ,It J3;.lIJres (Wll '-OII •.• Rf'IJ~IOIl6 
Beets," WI)f'/ ... , I P \:17), ami L'I" at ~llI.bh IT fUI H1UIlu~ aun MohaUl'lledane 
(Westco~t, p 99) SoUL .. ,ue !\.~\~ tJ("S Jl\IlI.!' III rthymus h"u'5C~ (bul 
ocl.&~l<lIInlly ket"pwg COIICUUlIlh), otho:' ~ foll{)\\ tra.dl'~ (t il e~peually as 
weaverb),abiltammg froUl ll"",t Iud m\.o)"lc£mt. (C~" ,u~ /{~, "' ,'. for HIl l , 
Bengal, Bihar, ,md On'>S&, I' ~4J, l'uuy.h,]I ll~) T Il< latu" I'I(.koll~ the 
Panthi.~ In t.ho: PIUJ1a), <It SII,:!;4, the n lunix I, b,'V'UI:: cO Il~ ul~uI.IJ\y dc(.hned 
81Dt;e 189 1. Due lJl<,uo..ll tI, l1 IC' I~' ~u, .... '~"'llll"m J. Ul..l:'I'1. 1l'!'1111,.(] nharln 
o...s, to whom Kalin I,UlLseH ,IPJ'tl Ir.,d (II. NHhng tto I)U, 11.1.oI,woll) aft!', IllS 
death, haVlIl/-: Jppomt.eu lU/ll ILl' 'Il'<,t'<i(ol, outl "lit' 01 tl" IT OOO},:_, eh( 
/iuJ.;A N,rJ"m, n·pl(:senl.>! h."J"r lln LI", Illhmk <;plrlt, Creat.QJ or the world, 
etc. (We5tcoLt., i' I H). Durin, Jl d l!><lpll of olle Ilf thf' J"mth Lcaillu'rs 
abont 16(10, a~ the,lo'c of tlll~. reign vi Ak1!11r, 18 wOllllerur,f,ltt:d b.\" D.idn 
Panthis (('tRIIU /{tpljTt fm the l'uJIJ.l.b, l H91, J> 141, Ro~e, Ulo"",,"Y oj 
Tnbu, etc. , II. P 21')) Tlw w.J.ehlllg of DJ(111 W,I" tof a Q\lJeu~t tH .... 
(WlOOII, I, P 103 tI.) " Wh,II",(x"er R,lIu. ''''lIdh, that wlthollt the lell.!lt 
difficulty sll"'U be Why t herefore do y .. 1;111 ) om qel ... .,s II ltlL grid. ,..ll('n gfte! 
can (.lva, l you lIothillS 1" "All thml.'lO .IN: e,ll'e ... dl:lf( ~weel tothoae wl,o lo ... e 
God." "0 Goo who art the Tluth, grant m~ '''lllentn,ent, love, Ut'VOtlOD, 
f&lth. ~ "He that formo:'d the mjnd 1IllLde It ,,~ It weI e a t.·lUVII' for huuself 
to dwell Ul" The Intiuellcc of lC$1J]\ ~ay be tmceu foil' i.>eYI)I)U the Iinllt8 of 
those lI'ho t/Lke hl8 name "There IB .aru !y II. wwn IU [ndla "'helt~ ~lrolllDg 

beggazs mar not be fO\Uld Blngut8 songs of K"hlr In orIginal, or a.9 transl"ted 
to the local dweetll" ; Bhattacharya, Hindu Ctule.. and Sect .. p 496. 

• The materials for the study of tile R el.glon of tlle SIkhs I,a\·e been 
laborio\l5ly colleeted by Mr M. A. Maeauhffe, and presPntcti 1D Ius tnn~la­
t.i0Dl of toke hymns of Niwak and hlIIllICce5llO~ With full hwgr.l.plilell.i detail.!! , 
77w 8ikA ~ 8 voa., Oliord, 1909. The follOWing Ketch UI lol\nd6d on 
thiJ ample WprL On the Adl Oranth. ~ below ' Sowe paasa.g68 from an 
amek 1D the Htbbm J01muW, Oet. 1911, are here reproduced by ~ Editor', 
kind penni.lll.iQl1. ~ 
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The parents of Ninak were Kshatriyas by dLlotf" and he 

belonged to the ranks of the "twice-born." His father was a.n 
accountant in the village of Talwandi,l ttoout thirty miles south­
west of the cit)' of Lahore. Though surrounded by forest, it 
had been sacked and destroyed by Mohammedan invasions, but 
at the time of Nllnak's birth it had heen restored by Rai 
Bular, son of a Musalman Rajput, who built a forl at the 
summit of a small tumuiu s, and ruled his heritage below with 8. 

tolerant indiflerenec . • There Niinak was born ill 1469.~ The. 
babe cutered life with the appropriat~4Jrem()nition.!. of fUlure 
greatness. His utterance at birth wast' ~~ the laughing voice 
of a wi~ mH.1l jOillillg /l. social gathering",; the astrologer who 
drew his horoscope. followiug the exam ple of the Buddhist 
Asile. two thouMnd yean; hcfore, duly regretted that he would 
never Jive lo see him ill h is (llture glory, bearing lhe umbrella, 
the !lymbol of regal or prophetic dignity. Allin! years old lhe 
boy talh"£l of religion; at .~e\'e ll he \las taken to the village 
school, the teacher wrote out the a.lphabet for him, and the bgy 
promptly ('olHpo~cd un actostk UPOIl it. The woods around 
the \"i1Illbl'(.' sheltered lI11m!x-l.., of n'('ll\se~ and ascetics who :;allg 
to him tbe .~ollg'" of the Lurd; and he became familiar with the 
aspecb of nature which nrc fre1lut:ntly retJccteJ ill his tymn;. 
To qualify him to StlCCf.W his (Rth('1" in the A.1·('ounlalicy he W8.!I 

taught Persian, ana !l,tolli~hed his inlotrudol' by cOil/posing an 
ru.·rostic in that alphabet also, which showed that he had already 
made A.ClluainwJ(:c with the l!LJlguagc of Siiflislil. Wben the 
tim~Jlrrin>d for him to be iuvestl'tl \\ojth the sacred thread. of 
the" twi("e-oortl," he refu~d to weal' it, liud the boy of DiDe was 
credited with the d(.'Clllratioll -

"By adoriug and praising theJ'lI.lfit' h<)lI"u!' aud a trut' thread lire 
obtllilJed. 

In tlis tVa!l a sacred thread hhllll ~Pllt on which will not break, 
a.nd which will be fit for entrlLll('C into God's court." ~ 

.. _._- -_.-
I 'the modern Nallkana. 
1 The earliest authentic biugrephy was writteu b~, Bhai O':r Du., "ho 

ftouriahed about. 1600. Maealllilfe, i. p. IniiL 
• l(aeaulilfe, i. 17, cp. J3..", Uok IV., the jttJNloI i, the .mndu>,. ucri6cit.1 

th_ 
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Sent into ~ fore1lt to berd buft'aloes, he plunged into medit&­
tatioo, and"his houts of rest were adorned with wonder. The 
shadow of. tree remained lItationary for him as for the youthful 
Gatama . or & large cobra watched o\'er him and raised its hood 
to protect him. Heproll.('he. for idlenes~ were of no avail; 
agriculttlrf> was turned into pamtlclI. When hi ~ falher called 
for help on the land, the youth replicd-

" Make thy body the field, ~ood works tbt" sel;!d , Irng"te with 
God's n"m~, 

MHok.e thv hellrt the cultIVator, God Will gcrmlllate in thy 
heart." 1 

Married at the age of fOllrlepn, tillngc. "hup-keeping, horse­
dealing. Government ~('rvlce, aU faik·d to hold him. At onc 
time his (Il lhel' thought him iliad. When the doctor was 
brought and the youth Wa.!. a~ked about hi .. ~yll1ptoms, he wuld 
only say that he felt the pain of !>eparalion from God, and 8. 

pang of hunger for contemplation of him. At la:;t, however, 
he became ,>torckccpt" ullder the :'i-lohamUlcds.n go\'crnor of the 
district, Daulat Khan, and di..churgcd hi~ duti(''> with great 
success. Hilt one day in the forc~t he wa~ taken in vision into 
Sod·sl pre~ence. alld the memory 01' thl\t ~t1preme communion 
was enshrined in the openillg \'cr-.es of the long poem Kllown as 
the Japji, the mornillg devotion of the Sikh;-

"There is but one God whose name lS True, the Creator, devoid of 
feAr and ennnly, immortal, unborn, self-eXIstent, great and 
bountIful. 

The True One is, was, 0 !-:anll.k, and the True One also shall 
be.'" 

So he abandoned the world, fuced the charge of posses,ion by 
an evil spirit, put on religious ;tress, and alu;r a day's silence 
inaugurated his new career by the solemn declaration, .. There is 
DO Hindu and no Musalman. '" Bolh had alike forgotten the 
inner secret of their religion. ~ In.t.errogated by the magistrate . '. 

J ~e.iil . 
• lbtd., i. 36. The poet', name it Ulually inse.rt.eJ as a kiud of aignature, 

and ..... eo ~ .... a ion. ol aULhentlution by hit IUOO6ll6On. 

J Ibid. i. 37. 
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in the presence of the Mohammedan governor, the ~oung seer 
explained hie meaning thus-

"Make kindness thy mosque, sincerity thy prayer..carpet, what 
is just and lawful thy Quran, 

Modesty thy circumcision, civilitJ thy fasting, so shalt thou be II. 

Musalman. 

There ,l\re five prayers, five tines for prayer, and five names for 
them- .. 

The first should be truth, the St:e',m\ what is right, the third 
chllrity in God's name, 

The fourth good intClltion~, the fifth the pr&.ise and glory of 
God."l 

\Vhell they adjou.rned for afternoon sen"ire to the mosque, 
Niillak'latighcd ill the magi.<. tralc\ flU:c Il~ he conducted the 
sen'ice. The oUlr8.ged officilli complained to the go\"ernor, who 
had also been prc'>('nl. H e was full of apprehension, replied 
N..tnilk, for II. new-born filly, for he 'luddenly remembered II well 
in the enclosure .... here it had lteen uTlloo<,ed, and feared it 
would fall in. The goverllor\ prl\yl'rs, he added, were equally 
worth le&!., for he had been meditating on buying horses in 
Kabul. The stricken (>ulprib Ilcknowlctlgcd the charge. Such 
was the neld of illwnrdne~s imtea(i of lip-:.er\'ice. 

Thus launched on his career /U, prophet, Nanak broke dOWD 
caste re.trictiotl~ in el'ery diredion. A min!';trel Darned 
MardRlla had attached hUll;,df to him as his servant, and they 
started on religious "·alldering.-.. In the hou._e of a carpenter 
of the lowest c>\.'1te he declilll'd to cat his food .... ithin the usual 
enclo .. ure smeared with cow-dung; .• the whole earth .... he 
pleadCfl, "is my 1>llcred lillc.~, and he who loveth truth is pure." 
At the S8.('red btlthing-place at Hard\\'ar he expo~ed the futility 
of .. hose who threw water to the east for the spirit& of their 
ancestors. He converted thif'I'cs: he cured a leper ; as Kabir 
had reanimated the emperor's cow, so Nii.nak at Delhi. brought 
to life an eleph~nt belonging to the reigning soveifign Ibrahim 
Lodi. ".rhe "gOspel miracle of the bJa.;,ted fig-tree wureversed, 
and a withered. pipal tree beneath which be rested suddenly 

I M',a.cauliJfe, i 38 f. The five timee of prayar art at dftu, noon, &t:tu· 
noon, eVloluin& and night. 
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became green,l At Vrindavana be saw 8. dramatic representation 
of the sports of Krishna. He is templed in the wildernes. ... and 
the Lord of the Age offers him a palace of pearls, beautiful 
,...omen, the sovereignty of the East and West: be is unmoved. 
From Benarea he went to Gaya, where he refused to perform 
the ceremonies for the l'epo~ of am'estral souls for which 
Chaitanya would afterwards travel thither. Puri aud its temple 
awoke only an impa.'>~ioned pl~ for ,a spiritual worship. So 
he passes to and fro among dC\'otcl:!s and asceli('s, in courL.;; and 
cottages, among the ienrnl:'o H indus and Mohammedan saints. 
Once more ill the Punjab he \,j"ih a Moslem "hrine who~ 
incumbent Shaikh Ibrahim (Tied bruhn-hearted to the suint 
he <:Prved. "My fri eur!." urgt:ll Niinak, .. examine the truth, 
lip-worship is hollo\\. The Jlt:lo\CfJ i;. not flir from thee~ 
behold him in thy hCllrt ."~ .U lengt h , after twehe years, lw 
returns home. Fame ha...~ prt'<'t..Jcd him, aud hi" 1nthcr goe~ out 
ceremoniously on horschack to meet him. Hut Hcithl'r plll"tmtal 
entreaties nor conjugal dutie~ ("lI.n dt·tniu him , /lnd the propbe[. 
with Mardana Ilnd hi s rl'iK,t"k seh forth l ill ' ·\I. 

Such a teacher naturall,Y gathered di~ciple" t:ii kh .. ) amund him, 
and little societies formed them"'-.:h{',> in the pla<'"es which he 
visited, .. At KllrlArpur, es.."l of Lahore, devotion hegllu, 1\ watch 
before day, with tbe rcpetition of the long ("{Imposition.entitled 
the Japji.~ Other hymn.!> were read and expounded Uefore 
breakfast; tht· di~cipJcs met agai ll in the third wl\h-h; in the 
evening they dined together, and !>aug hymns hefOlc retiring. 
The teacher dcmlUlded of them frefflom from the distractions 
of seru.e, piow. discourse and dc\"Out praise, instead of holding 
up An arm, standilJg on one leg, livillg llpon roob, or scorching 
amid five fi~ They rnu.~t a.-.sociate with holy men, sen'c tho.<;(' 
who were superior to themselves, expel all e\·jl from tht'ir heart..!>, 
renouDce slander, pride, and obstinacy, In accordance with 

I Maeaulii"e, i. 69. The IIllcaele occurred agaill In Ceylon, p. 166; and 
once more before hi& deatll, p. 188, 

I nNl., i. M.-" 'rluelangullge is in the style '11 Rabir. " Ile w., supposed 
to b .. e lJ)d.·him "ht:n he "as twenty-o.eveu (1400), load he W&I oertainly 
familiar afterward. with his llymns. Wuteott, KIllnr, tI, 1'. 

S JUcaulUfe., i 196. MOit of this elabora'-e hymn and others by loI&uak 
aDd..me of "liJ luCo.on may be read in ~ Fi,eld'l little ftl., 2'1w 
~ oftlw 8iWw (Wadom of the E&IIi IMriu), UIl",. 
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ancient cu.~tom they were required to prove their humility by 
drinking of the water in which the Guru ' bad washed bis feet. 
That act of reverence made 1l Jllall a Sikh. 

Tradition extended the area of Niinak's preaching' as far as 
Ceylon, and even sent him to Arabia. In the blue dress of a 
Mohammedan pilgrim, with a fagir's staff in his hand and a 
hook of his hymns under his a.~, he made his way to Mekka 
and sat among the worshippers in the great mosque. As he lay 
down to sleep at mght he turned his feet toward" the sacred 
slonc .. An Amb pric<;t angrily kickwl the sleeper and asked 
why he had turned his feel lowr.rds God. "Turn my feet,'" 
was the well-knowu reply, "in the direction in which God i,' 
not. '" The indigwl.nl .Mmalmllll dragged his feet round, 
whereupon, to justify the Guru, the whole temple l'E'volved 
to match. L Devout ratjonalish Llnder:.lalld the wonder in a 
spiri tual f!ense. ab n symbol of the c{)!lversion of the centre of 
Islam. The Teacher \'indi('atcd himself before the authorities 
hy quoting II. hymn of Kabir-

«0 brethr~n, the Veda~ and the Qurlin are false, ~md free IIOt the 
mind from anxit·ty. 

If for a moment thou restrain thy mind, God will appear before 
thee. 

Take heed, ever fix ;nine eyes on Him who is everywhere 
pr('sent. 

God is the purest of the pure; 1>hall 1 doubt wheUlt:r there is 
another equal to H im ~ 

Kabir, he to whom the 'lerciful hath showlI Illl:rcy, knoweth 
Him." '! 

And addres.<;ing his hearers ill Persiall he added-

"I have ronsulted the four V roas, but these writings find not 
God's limits. 

I have consulted the four books of the Mohammedans, but God's 
worth is not described in ilicm. 

I h8re d",!ett by riv('rs and streams, knd bathed at the sixty~ 
eight places of pilgrimage, 

' lOp. the Blor), 01 Nawdi\\", ame, p. 4~. 

I Mac&ulitre, 1 •• 177. 
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I have lived among the forests and glAdes of the three worlds, 
and eaten bitter and sweet: 

I have seen the seven nether regions Rond heavens upon heavens, 
Arid I, Nanak, 'llY man shall be true to his faith if he fear God 

and do good wOI'ks." 

At Bagdad \e proclaimed the call to prayer, subst ituting 
other Arabic words for th~ mention of Mohammed, and 
announced his mission : " I have appeared jn thh age to 
indicate the way unto men. t I reject all sech anu know only 
one God, whom I recognbe ill the earth, the heaven:., and in all 
directions." 

When Rabar In,oaded the Punjab in 15::'Z6, Niinllk and 
Mtmlana were at Saiyidpul'. On the fM.ll of the city a general 
massacre follo\\ed. I\'anak and hi., much· t ried folto .... er were 
spared, but were enslaved. " I ha\c sold m,,~ell m tlie <ihop for 
God's wo\'d ," sang Nii.I1t\k; "where He pl~ced me, there am I 
placed.... Brought at la.,t befol"f! the ElllJwwr, N~mllk dedined 
his proffered gifts, refused to embrace blam. and bade him 
" deliver just judgments, be merciful to thl.' \'l.l.IlqUlshen, and 
worship God in spirit and ill tl'uth,"'~ So ttl(' yell~ nm on, 
and the Teacher returned to Kartiirpur, where hi ... faithful 
companion, the min~tr(>l Maroana.., died. .. !:ilt on the bank of 
the Ra\i," said the MlLSter, "fix thine attentIOn on God, 
repeat his Name, and th.y!'oui .,hall be. absorhed in hi!! light" 
A little later it was the Guru'" tum. HIS two SOilS were 
neither of them fit to IjlL'CCCd him, and he chose 11 devoted 
attendant, to whom he ga\'e the name of Angud. to carryon his 
work. Kinsmen and dIsci ples, whole troop::. of Sikh", Hindus, 
and Musalmans, gathered round him to bid him farewell. In 
30lemn word j be was believed to sum up his hfe's teaching; the 
omnipresence and omnipotence of God, the transitorines8 of the 

, An early tradlt.lOn relat.ed that on Nil.nak', death In a pnor age two 
ro.dA opened before ha lIOul; one led to .aeaven, the other w bell. 
NiDak ehoee the latter, md haVing descended to ~he nether realms brought 
all ,he inhablt.nta out. The Lord God .Iud to b~ "These. . mnert 
camwt enter hea.en; you WU8t retnrn mto t.he world and !berate them." 
So Nin&k came lnw th18 world, and the Guru comes and goea ulI that 
multitude shall have found their salTation. Dabidcuf (tr ... and Troyer. 
INa), ii p. MS, 

·~ .. i.lllI. 
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world, the de!tiny of the 80ul according to its deeds, were the 
great themes of his message,l 'l'he Hindus desired to cremate 
him, the Mohllillmerlans to bury him. "Let the Hindus set 
flowers on my right halld," said the dying Teacher." and the 
Mohammedllns on my left. They who~e flowers are fresh in the 
rooming shall dispose of' my body.... They sang at his request 
a hymn of pmisc; he made the' la.~ t obeisance to God, and 
blended his light with Guru Angad's. In the morlling the 
flowers on bolh ~ides were fresh; but when the sheet spread 
o\,f'r his body wa;'; lifted, it Imu disllppefLred.? 
~(The hymns of Ninak, like thtl!'ie of Kabir, contain two 

distillct currellb;~ which frequently flow on siJe by side like the 
Rhone and the Sa6nc, and hardly mingle. COn the one hand is 
a mystical panthch:tJl: " 'Vherevcr I look, there is God; no (lne 
el!;c is scen."·l He i ... the lake and th~ swan, the lotus and the 
lily, the fisherman Ilnd thc fi~h, the net, the lead, the bait. So 
he is "Himself the wor~hipper." "search not for the True 
One afar otl: He is in C\'ery hCllrt, the light within.'" Salvation, 
on this basis, lies in knowledge of God, in r{.'Cogllition of tbe 
lJIy~tery of union. com'('i"cd ill terms of the most intimate of 
hUllJan relat ioll;.hip~ ; God i~ often described as ., the J.o'ather 
nnd Mother of nil"; the soul yearns for him as the bride for 
her husband. The realisation of this union is the act of his 
grace. .. He to whom God gi \'dh understanding, under­
slalldeth." The Law of the DeeJ. is incorporated in the divine 
justi('e, aud mlly be exprcl'sed ill the old figme of the drAma of 
God's " play," or in the ::\iohammechm terms of predestination • 
..sut, on the othcr hand, while God thus works in outward 
circumstance and inward thought, the field of conduct is left 
open to the will, "ud the disciple is summoned to control his 
own destiny hy shapi ng hi~ own character. Worldliness and 
hypocrisy, the profession of religion and secret vice, sensual 
indulgence combined with the Hindu ascetic's long ha.ir and 
Il8hes smeared upon his pct~on, the Moha.mmedan judge telling 
hi!! beads &qd taking bribcs~the.~ are lashed with unsparing 
scorn. or ~~at awul the shaven head, the penance of the fi~e 

I Macaulift'~ 188t 
: 8o.m~ til apalogoul' miracle at the d .. ~tll.of "Ka~ir. ant'. p . .wI, 

lMd., I. 319. lkd. , I. 2;)4, ,,6:1, 328. 
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fires, the beggar's patched coat, with a heart full of covetousness 
oT'prii:le! Abandon fa1'iehooo IUld follow truth, put away lust 
and avllrice. slander and wrath; .. All men's accounts shaU be 
taken in God's conrt, amI no one shall be saV(:a without good 
works."l Here is 811 ethical demand, stril'tly ell('ompas.'ling the 
raptures~! reljgious ec<Ji:a.qy, which recogni!>ed a sphere of 
independliv action, and set up man a. .. the maker of his own 
fate,'l Niinak Jeavel the antinomy as he found it in the great 
religious tradition of his race. The world i.~ the scene of God's 
Pro\'idence, " As 8 hel'dsman ket>peth watch over hi<; cattle. 
so God day and night gUlmleth IUali Ilnd keepeth him in 
happiness." So by his ordcl' they obtain preordained pain or 
l'ielbute. Yet these diver..itie!> arc Jlot all hi s doillg; ".M8Jl 
himself soweth, and he him..,el f cllteth," for transmigration j!, 

the dh·ine appointment on Qur humllll al'ts.S The point of 
view suddenly shift., Ilnd the Ilnive-rsl.' i'! a mighty game of 
jrresponsible power, Il divine- "POI't on the field of infinity. 
Again, men 8l"e under the dooms of de;tillY ~ they 1lT(> imolved 
ill tbe )'oc.ean of birth, dl'nth, awl rebirth ; they til>C amI PItSl> 
away in virtue of their merit 01' their guilt in forlller liH:l>, 
Yet all this while, did they but kH()\\ it, the Eternal Spirit is 
within them. The Pandit and thl' ['rec-eptor may e\er" r6lft.d 
the Puranas, but not know thl' Thing within them-Goo who 
is concealed within the- hcart."4 \\'hllt is it dUlt hide" him? 
The blindness of the inward ('ye, the lu!'t of the world, Mliyii, 
the grea.t illusion. not of metaphy,i('ai unrealit.\, but (;r moral 
materialism.~ On the divine ~id(>, it IS trut', Miiyii. j" the power 
"bieh constituted the "tuff of the llnivef"<C with ih Thrt.'C 
Strands; and to it.~ IU-tion the deitie-:o of the gr~t Triad owe 
their being.G But in the human sphere it" i:-. the forCf' of 
attraction to tbl' things of scnl'oC, the pleasures of pai~ion, 
..realth, and ease, which fill the mimI with selthhlle. .. s anil greed. 
Deliverance only comes to him who (:all overcome the demauw. 

1 ~ulifre, i. 3m, 369. 
S Cp. ten oondltionK of holiuetS, arul fnur vite. to be avoided, i. 136 i­
s nNl., i. 301, 196, 206 . 
• RM., iii. 317. 
, Hacaulitte frequently t.ranatat- it by .. IDlUDmon. ~ 
• 1. i19; iii. 399; i. i13. 
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of egoism and humbly say, .. If it please thee, 0 Lord, Thou art 
mine and I am Thine."l;;..,..., 

Here lay the siguificance of the Guru. Though it is God 
who impar:t'l wisdom and cam,es mall to do good works. the 
mediation of the Teacher is still essential. • Nii.nak might lay it 
down that .. he on whom Gud looketh with favour obtaineth 
Him,'" But n,v what rne flllS i' The ans.weri"":"'~ immediate: 
"He becometh free from hopc~ and fears, .... destro)'etb his 
pride by means of the WOl'd, '" 2 r\lld the Word was not the 
immltnent Light, it wa.~ cOrlllllunicateil truth. "Gf)~ saveth 
mall through the true Guru's in~t)'uctioll-the true Guru is the 
giver and procure .. of' clllallcipatioll."3 I The obj('cl of Niinak's 
coming was " that through him the ;o.ill.me ruig:hl be remembered. 
He was snvcu him~df. awl he !.fl.w·d the world.~4 The majJlten~ 
&nee of the Mlcce;..~ifJJl thu~ Ix·mmc III alter of the first imporuuwe. 
Without it, the loo~e {'ompflily of the fi!'~t di ~ci ple;.; could never 
have beel! organiscd iuto I~ close~kllit and coherent religious 
community. 

Very diffcr1!ut were the chanwters and destinies of the nine 
Gurus who foltow{'d Niiul\k. With the fllurth, RHm Dils, the 
offic(' beeallle hereditary. thol!~h it did Bot de~cend to the tirst~ 
born. Aljan, the fifth. di£':o. It martyr at Lahore (W06). boY 
order of the Emperor .Tahangir. 'reg Bahadur, the ninth, 
refu~ing to embrace hlam. wa~ put to death by Aurungzeb 
(1675). l.a ... t of the t(,l1, Gobind Singh, nOer his sons ha\'e 
been :;laughtercd, peri.~bes by nn Afglul.Jl·.~ wound-he is subse~ 
quently seen riding ill the forest, bow in hzmd.-after solemnly 
anliouncing ~thH.t the GrlUJth, the book of -"acred hymns. shall 
be the futUre Guru. "Let him who desircth to behold me, 
behold tbe Guru Granth. Obey tilt' Grauth ~ahib. It is the 
"isible bocly of the Guru:' ~ 

A mysterious hond united this .'.uC'Cession. Early Mohllmrue~ 
dan specu,lation had tlesc-ribed Mohanl'\it'tl as 1\ primeval light 
before God, Il divine spark sellt forth from the Infinite Radiance. 
Deposited in the loins of Adam. it had pa:.sed 011 to Noah, and 
thenee to Abraham, Moses, and Christ. A similar continuity 

1 Haoa~e, i. 31.. ~ llYid .• i . i30 . 
• .liI$4 i 363 ; rt'lUOV68 ttaliUllign.t.ion, ii. 59. 
t Ibid., iii. 26& I Rtid., ". 244, 
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united the ten Gurus. The light of Ninak blended at his 
death with that of Angad. and in due course, as one lamp is 
Jigbred from another, was transmitted through the rest.l There 
was a sense in whit-h they II ere but one, and Niinak was the 
real author of his successors' hymll".~ The cOllception of the 
Guru, however, advanced to htill higher flIghts. In a land of 
.. Descents," it W&$ not difficult to clallo ~oll1e kllld of tran!>cen· 
dental unity with God,' Mlracll' and prophecy mauife .. teil 
their poI\cr. They were rlcp()~itarJel> of supernatural might. 
They bellIed the sick , they gave hlght to the blmd, the deaf 
heard, the dumb spoke. They c\'en mi..oo the dead. Teg 
Bahadur cau~(>s the chain .. of three foIlo\\cr~ imprl1>Oned with 
him at Lahore to fall off; the priMJIl door-. OpeH, the gUl\rds 
snore, and the) walk away ..... lule he remain" to gl\'\! hi.., life for 
his people, and by hl~ .. acrifice ~ecure the undoing of the 
Mohammedan power.. But he refu,><,~ to perform a mila.cle 
to convince the Emperor, becnu .. e It \HI,"" the \Hath of God." 
For the disciple the Guru I,hus became •. God in Per .. oll.'" & He 
that has seen the Guru ha~ seen God "() God, the Guru hath 
shown thee to mille eyes."6 God ... Word I:I.nd t he Guru are 
interchangeable term~' "The Word]~ the Guru, Bnd the GUiU 
is the 'Vord .... ; nay. more, " Know that God and the G uru are 
one.'" It was not wonderful. therpfore. that on the d88.th of 
the sixth Guru, Har Gobmd (1645). the sky ~hould glow ro'-e­
red, songs of welcome ~hould be heard on high, soft fragrant 
winds should hlow, and a \a~t lIIultltudc of "l:I.lnt<. a nd demigods 
should ~semble.8 So the last Guru proclaimed hilll~el( 8." Son 
of the Immortal," and declared, "I tell the world what God 
told me: 8.'1 God t.pake to me I .;;peal..." 

J Maeaulifl'e, II. 282, IV. 236 
1 For tomewhat M\lliliar phelloulena. In llIoot:rn Bahum, cmnpale Mirea 

I'ui In the ,\rw H ul.ory (tr Prof. E. (' Browne. J893), p 331; and Ibe 
doctnne of "the lkturn," p 33~, and Journal uf lhe Royal Ana!" ,~ 
(1889), p. 9~2. 

, Ten Gu~ hh Uln A'I'aul'II, Mar.anhffe, v. iS7. 
I IbId.,lv 38!. ' lln.d, H 145 • Ibid., Iii. 312. 
7 nu., 11. 339; iv. 2~ So BeMulltLh, the It!~r of the &h, ..... 

d_igtat.ed "God" Of "~he Truth," JRAS (16891 pp. 61S, 619 . 
• Macauhft'e, iv. :136. Cp: .umIar m31Uff!&lahotl. at_he death ol the 

Buddha.. 
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To the Granth, therefore, containing the bymns of the Gurus, 
their authority was ill due time committed. 1 Angad, Niinak'/f 
successor (1558-1552). wrote down many of t.he prophet's verseR 
in a modified Punja.bi dialect Hut the formal compilation was 
not completed till a later day. Thl:; was eflected by the fifth 
Guru, Ar:jan (15HI - 1606). His purpo'Sc was to show that 
saints of every caste and ('[·C{!d were worthy of r('vcrcnce, and 
he invited both Hindu and Mohammc<lan tf!!lcher.'i to supply 
poems for insertion. Sumc \\('1'(' p() ~.~ibly altered on the way. 
but two MO!lH.mmedan ('oLllpo"itiom. were inc1l1dC'd. The work 
was finished ill 1604..Il11u ('olllplmnb Itgai n~ t At jan were ~non 
laid before the Emperor Akbar for ~peaking of llohammedan 
leaders and Hindu inl"RrTlatio n~ with (·ulltcmpt. It WIl.:- a futile 
charge. AH('r hearing nlriom h."mn~. the Empt:'l or declared 
that he fOUIl(1 in them anI), lo\'(' !l.lId devotion to God, lind he 
proeecded to pll)' AzjRn Ii \'i~it and remit the I'{'\'t'nlle~ from tha 
Punjab thllt year ill tlu>o\\cr to hi., n'rre~cntlltioll~ of t.he suffer­
ing cau.~ecl to. the poor (~ulti\'ll.torl; by a :,('vere fnmine.2 The 
Pandit~ might ol~ic('t to the usc of Il vulgar ill~tead of a learned 
tongue, l)lIt Guru Hal' Golllnd (lG()()- 164.5) r('plied that the 
Grnnth mUl;t bt- prebend ill a lalJguagc which wOlllen and 
childl'€'n {'onld ulldenU1I/{I, "0 th'lt aU pel'sOHS of whate-ocr 
caste could rewl it. 1 Tlil' religion of the ::,ikhs thus lx-Cli.me a 
book-rt>ligioll, llml thf' fi rs t nclmm'e .... as madl' toward" a new 
formalism. To "tud.\· the Gnmlh bemmc more than a duty: it 
was a pa .. spnrt to Nl]\,ntioll; .. Even if au iguorant man read 
the Guru:.' hymns," .~aid HitI' Gobind, "all his sins shall be 
remitted.'" 4 

Parallel with the cJ'elltiotl of a Scripture ran the organisation 
of worship and the foundation of A. temple. Daily devotions had 
~en obligatory from the days of ~jinak. But the fourth Guru, 
Ram Das ("Servant of God," 1574-1-581), who established tbe , 

I The Gl11nth (Srwtk r. GrnUIh./,) w&t! "~h~ Book." Cpo Bibl1.ll and BibI"'I 
t Ma~uliffa, iii. 81 -84 .. 
~ Itn.d., IV. 136 . 
• Ibid., iv. M. The hYWll8 were not arranged according to their aUlhol'S, 

but were grouped und~r th~ 31 Tag , or tnusie&1 nJea.sureli to wblch they 
were w be sung; i. p. Ii. Hymns of Kahir and other poetll, including 
M.iri B&, dall8hter.in-1aw of Ule Rana of Mewar, will be foull.d in 
Mac&'tIlilfe, voL vi. 
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principle of hereditAry sl1CCe!1sion for the transmission of the 
Guruship, provided a cultus and 8n t!('clesiasticai centre. No 
less than hili predecessors, he preached the doctrine 'Of the 
universal presence of God. "The soul of the world is every­
where diffu~ed. a.nd filldh en!ry place; within and without us 
is the one God"; "I lUll searchjH~ for my Friend, uut my 
Friend i!- with me,"l Hilt at the ;\lime time he instituted a 
Mekka for hi;;, Sikhh. in the temple erech,tl il\ the midst of the 
"Pool of Imillortal ity;' knollll lI.' AJ)!ritsllr.~ GUIll Arnsr Dis 
(l552- 15H) had already, in ol)\"tiie]ll'c to I\:iinnk':-. cOlllmand in 
a vi!.ion, edl1.blisht'd !~ sRCred w{, I! knoWlllI.s lhe H,\wnJi.1 Eighty­
four steps led. dowu to it, awl the Goru pr()nli~ed c-.ctl.pc from 
lransmigTfLtioll to .ill pilgrl " 's \I ho ~hol1ld rl"erclilly and 
attentivf'l.'~' l'efWat tbl' .Japji (I Cill h tlnc Hum nih pr<)('(:eded 
to OOllstru('t II J;e<,ol\o; R.ud on '1 !'oitc <.aid ttl hR.\(: beer! grA nted 
by the Emp<'ror Ak bar, thirt· ·three mile .. l'a~t of I.uhort" hc 
excavated 1\ \"!\.<;t pool. I t .. l1lil"C\lloll~ clfinlcy \\a~ "oOlll\lksted 
by the cure of a lerl"Ou~ o::ripple, and iu "pite of the ridicule 
repeat<.'lily poorl.~d ill the hymns tIll the Mx t .\·{'ight bathing~ 
places of Hill,lu i~ llJ, the Guru prollli:-.cd thnt WhQl>\'el' bathed in 
Amritsar ~hould gain (Ill "pirilual aud It.'lOparal Itd ,·anl8ge".' 
Founded ill l.i77 OIl all i.~lalld in the mid .. t , the temple ,as 

I lolacailliffe, ill. 33::'. ;14,. The loglCllI lW'l'wl of ~IJUj Will<, "Wherefore 
I go llo,,·lIeu~. ~ Iii. :nl. 

1 The nl,.derll city cll"tain ~ a poplllation of OV('I 1.',0,001\ Lh.a Mohanl­
:nedan8 being Lhe 1U'.~t It 1I11(.' I'QUS, and Hmdlls enlll lllg nelt. Tile origlllai 
temple Wll~ d~$troyed Ly Ahmad SIIah III 1,6z ; IL ncw wlIIl'le WIIS Bub_ 
t<equtntly bUIlt, and wa_ ·l"cora tt-d hy Hao)lt SJlJgil (1802) ll1uJ roofed with 
Iheeta of oopper gill. {nder tile dum., (,[ thl~ "nuld~n '1'''[111'1,,' h('~ IL 
oopyof the sacred Granln, from whkh f'<\"o;ag('~ are r.,ad <at JlIOrllmg and 
evening flerl"ice. Otller Llultlinh"s fnT the T<'rnple trl"llSUre~ and the aerom· 
Dlodat.lnn of worshipper, and ~helr fricnu~ surroUlid the tank. l :npl!1'. 
GGuttm", v. p. 328. 

t NoY( "an object of reverent pilgrimage t.o Hindus II.<! well ILJ Sikht 
in the city of OrmdwlLl," u,id, ii. 87. Til" Qurllf desir~d to guard t heir 
Siklul from m.ixlIlg with Hindus ILt H&rdwar, &nares, and other sacred 
place&. IrumetnorJtt,1 custom. however, })&8 proved too a~rong. At the 
great f&ir of the t.welve yean' cycle at Hindwa.r ill 1903, a.t.}lI&8t 100,000 
Sikha &re-uid to have been preeent, i. p. xx.. 

• JUca.oJiIfe, ii. i7l. He laid it down otber..nBe tht "n:liponl cue­
IIlGRiaI produce pride," Ii 309. 
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completed by Guru Arjan (1581 ~1606), In token of humility 
he o~dered thllt it ;.houJd be approached by descending r.tep/!. 
in contrast with Hil\llu temples enleretl only from the east, it 
was open 011 all ~idc" to gi \'c ac('c,:;, from c\'cry quarter under 
heaven; and the Guru renewed the promi~c of forgh'encs!> of 
sins to Ill! wiw duly bathed and wor,.,hipped GOO. 1 Thus did 
ceremony begin to (' reep into the religion of the Spirit. 

This matcrilllisi ng tcndclw)' wa .. further promoted by the rise 
of a military orgaui'>lltion in the new commuui ty. The tolerant 
Akhar, curiuL1>; about so many rejig)()HS, did not neglect tbe 
growing order.})f the 511..h ... , He , · j .. itcf{ thc thild Guru, Antal' 
DflS, and condcM'/.'Hdt'(i to eat tlle ('on.r~c un<;ea!<,uncd rice which 
wa~ all thH.t hi., kilchen could rrovide. Alter hearing hymns 
from the Granth he offered fl. ~u b ... idy to Gnrli Arjan, which the 
Teacher dcdi!1ed in flwour of aid to famine·<;trickcn pt:asants. 
But his l-tlt't'es~or, Jahiingir, lid opted a diffi.:rent pulic)·. Arjan 
aided Akbar' ... unfol'tulluh' gra/]d~oll, Prince Khmrii, with 
mone.' · on hi ... fli !!ht to ~\ fghlUli<.tan, ann paId for hi" ra."h pity 
with hi ... life. A" he pa,,~ed from hI'" pri"oJJ II.t Lahore to the hlink 
of the Ha" i, when' he I\a~ permitted to hathe before hi" death, 
he i~ said to bUle ... ent A me ...... llgc to his son and suc<'essor Har 
Gobind (W06- W45). '. Let him "it flllly arTllcd upon hi~ throne, 
and maillfalll fl.n aJ'lH~' to tht· ht,~t of hi, a!)jlit~·:' l The youth of 
del'cn WA>; not !-olo\\ to follow hi .. father'., A(h i('(', He promptly 
called for (lrm ... , and RI'rap:'t) hiHl...elf in IIm rtilil ~t .yle. To his 
mother'j, rcmon.~tl'll.n('e~ tllll.t hi ... pn·d<'<.'t:l><'o,,,, hanrlled no weapons, 
and the fd.lnily po ... "essed no trcu.sun', uo reI enue. 110 land, no 
army, the ooy lJoJdl,v replied III hi!> falher',- \\ordl>, "The Lord 
who i ... the ... eaJ'eher of all hear"', i~ In,V guardian.... So the 
faithful brought offering ... Qf arlll ... and hor~~'~, Warriol'S and 
w~t1er.~ wcre ellro)]t'(l AS a bodygUArd, and the duties of 
preaching and organi , iug SCn'iec,,- ... ere clilt'r!>ificd with military 
exerci!t(!S anll the cha:-e, }~ol' a whilt' all was :;&'ure, Robbers 
vanish(.'<i like owls and cats at sunrise. Travellers passed in 
lIafety throUg~l the fore1>t. SOIlIPl of joy rose out of village 
homes, and the goldt'fl age l>eCmeO. to lu\\c returned. 

Such assumption wa<. naturally provocative. Collisions 
followed with t1le imperial troops. The speeches and corub!l.t.s 

I Macauhtfl', Hi. 13. • Ibid., III, 99. 
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of the protagonists are related in f!pic style. The Guru, when 
his adversary is unhursed, disdH.ins 1o press hi~ advantage. 
di'lmounhi and olfer.~ him a chok,<, of wenpons: they fight 
.ith ~word Rnd 1<ohield. and, "when the ('()lIlhllt wa~ l>e<:om­
ing monotonous," Guru Gahind at onc blow strikes off' hi~ 
opponent's heaeJ.l It is a long wily from the ]ll:lIgU&f,>'e of Amal' 

Diis, the third Guru, Whell his Sikhs tI.~"eJ how long they 
should bear the tymnn,v of the Mohammedall.!>, •• A~ long ItS )'OU 
live,'" he all'>""!'red: "t t is not proper for ~aints to ta\..e rcn:nge."~ 
The prim'iplc of militarism, once c .. tabli .. hed, ll('Jd it ... own 
through varying fortunel'o, and t1H~ commullit.'., wru, liually con­
solidau..><i on a fig htillg hll.~i~ hy the JI:I .... t Guru, Gohind .. the 
1,inn" (16i.)-1708) It wa~ hi ... amhition to ('reate a I\atiollili 
mo"ement and rule !\odh- Wo:st India, FOI' this end he 
orgllJlised his fon'l.'l! fl. ... a kind of" ehun'h militallt," to which he 
gave t~ name of Kha!:-n, or " the Pure:' ,l Starting with jive 
Sikhs who "ere wi!ling to ... tawl the sevcre~t h'~ts of obt'tiiem'e, 
alld offer tbeir head:. for theil' Lord, Ii .. gave them tilt: half 
pUlIning name of Singh" or "h(m~," RI,d hll.ptl/l'd them by:,pl'wk­
ling a speciall," con"e<"Tute. l WHlcI' 011 thC!ir hair ami C!,"'c~. They 
promised, and t ho\l ... and~ folloYocd them, to wOI'"hip one (i,xl, to 
honour Na\lnk and hl~ "UC('C~lmI">, to keep theIr 111uI' UIll>hu511,4 

to carr~' arms, to ht'!jI the poor, to I'8t out of Ont; (hsh,s to a,\'oid 
tobacco, and to bt! iaithful to their Wl\e:.. of the~e vow:,> the 
"five K',.. ,. w.:re tht, ~ymbol-tive lubclel'- the namcs.,;.!?f .... hilh 
began with K, -ttlt' uncut hail', ~hort dm,wel'~. an iron b<lllgle, n 
small ",~I dagger, anll a wmb, The ~tu.:l'cd food of a com· 
munion lllel.1 IIllht hl' prepared, with pra.\"cr. 0,\ II SLkb who had 
bathed in the Ul')rning. and could rept!tlt at. iC!l1>l t.hc .Japj i fl'om 
memory.(i 

Thus was 8. sect converted into flo nationality, The move~ 

I liacauhtfe, IV, 212, ~ I Md, 1\. /:II'!, 
• The word i~&lld to come from the Arai'lc KhdZu, "flllre," MaClluhlJ'e, 

v,951. WIth thill tht TtlJl('ller ldellufit.<u lumeelf !IO coruplt.<tely tllat he 
could _y, "The Kha.11IIl i, the Guru, ami the Guru 18 tile Khalsa," 
-ibid.,OO, 

4 This 11''' jUltified by the Ua.lDpJ~ of Kl'lCIhlla.. Christ, aDd Mohammed, 
v,OO, 

t "Ho",: a.llke<! the Hindu .. "can the four c&lltel dtne together 1" Y. ~7, 
t Ibid., v. 11" ' 
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ments initiated by Kabir and Cbaitanya never acquired such 
organisation and consistency. The ordcrs which grew up out 
of their tetu:hing'4ackt."i1 the Nl.me definite leadership, the same 
localisation, the same embodiment ill a Scripture. the same close 
bond for mutnal defence. More dearly than either of his two 
pn.-det;·es~ors did N!'inak endeavour 1t) fu ... c and transcend boUt 
Hindu anti Mohammcd/lJ) elemerJt~ ill his It·llching.1 The whole 
background, howevN, bolh for him and his :-.uccc"sors, is plainly 
Hilldu. The existing s{'cm~ i ~ (krin;d ill the world-process from 
the Illlcient TrilLd, Bmhmii, Vishnu, zmd (:iva. The ex planation 
of the \'i ci s~ ittJ(IL"" of the human lot i" fOlmll in the Law of the 
Dct><l. E"to/lpe fmm trall "llIigr.>l. twl! is promiM.'<.i to the faithful. 
Tht' iJelic\' ~r'., goal is !LOW !\in'iinfl., \I, :Lcre the sai nt unites his 
life with God, !l.lId uowa P!l.rll<li sc when' sorrow alui,,I,.~jckness 
and umth arc unkllowli. Ilnd the blcs'ied lin' en:r ebanti )lg the 
Crelltor\ prnisc.\}/ln SOHl~' hylllm thl' Deily i~ prc~cnted in the 
twofold aspect of jlhilo~ophi("1l1 plluth('i"m. H e is the J\ bsolute, 
raised above all fiillcTclltia tiotl, of who!ll llotlJilJg ('1\1\ he pl'e­
cHeated, bi.'1.·l\use he i .. t;\ l'l'llal and immutahle·. without attributes 
(llirg'1lllu).:: Hut he is also Uw illlnJllUCBt <..;od of the \'i~ible 
world, Ma!.. cr of all lw.'iug .... as fully c'olltaim:d in thc ant 8..'1 

in the elephant, dow"reu with all the '1ualilic~ of his bound· 
le~.~ (,1'ClttWU ( .\'m·l'(l-gulla). ~ The h~' mll ," of Guru ;\::j~m are 
repeatedly buil t upon Ihis contrd."t. :' T hc \lorld. however. is 
1I0t uurea\ ill <,:ankllm's >.C'n»t:. The T('lldwr'~ ny, .• Rid lhy~lf 
of duality," hM /lO rnetaph.\'.~j('al sig-nificflll(,C', it i", the summon~ 
to the exdll~ivc worship of the Onl)' True.'; God is the universal 
Fa.tber, who flbidc~ ill e\'ery heart, and 1ll:lkt> ... all pflrtncrs in his 
infiuitc acli\·it.y,; CrcJltor of earth Ilncl ~k ... , he is the Ocean of 
mercy Ilnd Saviour of ~i nllchi.~ The {'()lllcs~iOIl~ of sinfulness. 

I The pr;~rtiL:1.t1 signifirll.n,·e "r tJlI' ~ik lJ J'clih>lC)}l IIl;JY Ill; 'll:\en ill the 
!l1l&ly~is I,y Inmi (fur f\iU! (,,\X'nt liit)O), )Iac!llliltk, i\·. 2H - 274. 

~ /bi<.i., i. 1" l-Av i. ; iv. 2:W, ;!:lH. 
, :I-'or LLe ncguth'c tlll!ology c!,- iIi. :!4:" :'::99. 
~ I bi<.l., iii. 174, 2(;3 f. ; v.262. 
·1W1., iii. 113. 117, H;ll, 2U4. 321. 
B 11M., i. I&; I; iii. 180. 
1 Itn.l., iii. 112 . 
• Tbe repeated de.criptiolJ of him as the" Merciful" point4 to th., Arabie 

epithet. ol Allah l1li IM_&(.JI.t,. &!IJ ar-N(J~il". 
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like those of Kabir and Chaitanya, are pitched in a key not 
often heard in earlier Indian litrrature. Many Sikhs, we are 
told, repeat the following prayer on ri l>ing in the morning:-

.. We commit man)" sins of whit'll there is no end. 
o God, be mercifully pleased to IMrd()1l them. 
Weare f{Teat sinners II.nd trallsgressors. 
o God, thou partIoncst and blendcst unto thee, otherwise it will 

not corne to our turn to he pardoned. 
The Guru ,ltraciously ('ut off OUT sins And truns,!:{res1>iolls by 

blending us with God," I 

A7.Tacl appears again tHld again as the ('oulltcrpnrt of Yama, 
the Dharma-ri"lj ii or "kiHg' of ri~hteou"ness," !>()vercign and 
judge of the Il{'thcr realm .... in fuwicnt IIindu folk-]fIl'C. 111e 
saiuL who can say." My Will i .. reltJlwilt-d ,lith GOtJ.und hccome 
imbued with his wondrous love," l'xdnirns. "What o.:an Dharmrttj 
do, now that all hi'! act'ounl-oooks arc tOl'll up ~., ~ J./ 

The language of erotic dc\'otiOlI ha.., plenty of alltC'L'(!dent~ in 
the religions of b/ml.;ti, without rc.,orl (0 Sufi (.'(. .... tasi(·" 1_" Give 
tby beart to thy Dnrli ng, enjoy him, and thou shalt obtain all 
happiness and bli.,~." The longing' of the (·hahik for the nain­
drops, of the bumble-I.,.·c for the lotu~, of lhc ... beldl'ukc for the 
sun, of the bride for her hu"band, tbc~(' an' but faint ilJlag~ of 
the love which mall ~hould hc(\( tn Gorl: and wOI'1.,hip without 
love is valucle.s. 4 God in hi" tllrn ~hows his lovc for mal) not 
only in the beauty and the Otluuty of nature, hut in hi ~ can . ..,tant 
provision for hUnl8.!l deliverance: "It hllth en'r been usual that 
when God llec th hi!> people ~uficring, he selldct h a Saviour of the 
world .... ; "He was ~ved himself,'" tIley sang of the Guru," and 
be 118.\'00 the warld."5 Thi .~ is dFL-'(:ted by the teaching and 
in8uence of the Teacher, and it implie~ a human ('ffort e.nd 
response to fulfil the .. Word " which he imparts. On this the 
wbole of the noble Sikh morality rcpo~ a..~ the sure foundat.ion 
of all personal experience. But the l~nguage of fCligion is not 
aatimed with the 'Vestern exhortation," Act as ifman does an. 

I Ma.eauijfl'e, ii 250, bYDlD of Aw&r Diis (1552--1574). 
t Ibid., v. M5, cp. Iii. 417. The seven heavens and the seven helJ..s, v. 

m. ue Semitic rather tha.n Hindu . 
• Asjan tak.eB IJ. favourabJe view of the Vaiehnl\v& a.nd the Bhigavat.a, 

iii. ilb. 
f Ibid.,i. 3'16; tii. 112; v. 148,221. 00., iv 367,238. 
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trust 88 if God doe!; all. " The Sikh boldly throws all re­
sponsibility on God. It is he alone who causes man to act; 
good Rnd bad dt'eUs alike are his appointment ; in the great 
world-symphony man is the instrument out of which God brings 
what music he chooses: II 

"God is Ahle to llct and to cause others to Ilct , 
What pleaseth him shall ultimately be. 
God extenddh himself in cndlcsJ. " a.ves , 
The play of the Supreme Being cannot be understood," \ 

Man's conduct, therefore, is what the Creator predestined for 
him from the beginning; in the dance of lifE' God is the in­
\,j,ible agent: "God pluyeth hj ~ o ..... n play, \\ho can criticise 
him ?" The great drama of juy and ;,orrow, rejoicing and 
mourning. 011 the va"t thelltre of the universe, jJ. God's own 
exhibition, and he is tbe !>Ole performer. ~ Or, \\ith a 6gure 
familiar to the Bible reader, "Th(!re is no fault with the 
v(.'Ssels of day, nnd 110 fu..u lt with the Pot.tcr. "3 

The implicit (·ontnt.diction j!> paltially !>Oh el"1 by t.he incor­
porat.ion of the moral order a~ real ised by the Law of the Deed 
in tIlt' divine Will. Daily cx peri<!lIce I!> fralll ed in Ii practical 
ethic of humane and \i!!:ol"Ou!> fl.(·tivity. Mall must always reap 
what be sow:<. The curl ier Gurus arc never \\eary of wB-wings 
agaiu!>t extcmalit'y lI.11d o~tctltHtion, and In.y tiHl lItlllo~t emphasis 
011 the homely \";rtllc~ of pure falld!y life . • Truthfulness and 
hOflc1>ty, humility ami obcdieJl(:e, arc demandJ-:.J froUl all . Note­
worthy espt'Cially is the jlliluenc..'C exerted by the Guru's mother, 
and tbe fCverence paid to her. L ike the early Christians, the 
Sikhs must be given to ho~pitality; the) must avoid 'co\'etous­
ness; the.v mu:.t bear illjuries allu conquer revenge. Kings 
mutt not oppress their subjects; let them construct tanks, wells, 
bridges, and whool~ , and extend teligioll throughout their 
dominion!>.4 The wor"hip of allc(>stors wall futiie/ and Amar 
Dis discouraged the bUl1dllg of widows. With the usual 
method of transferring outward practice into inward de\'otion, 

I Maca.uliffe, ii.i. 172 ; tl. 188; iii. 227. 
1' Thi8 i3 the reil.erated teachHl8 of Guru Arjan, Ill. 233, 239, 253,314, 

417 • 
• Ibid. , iv. 17, Guru Ha.r Gol>lOO, quoting Ka.hir. 
I Ibid., iv. i!.88. • Ibid., I. 60; iv.34.6. 
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be declared tha.t " they are known l\S Satis who abide in 
modesty and contentment, who wait upon the Lord, and. rising 
in the morning. c\'er remember him." I Arjan, starting on the 
jounley to Lahore which was to end in hi:. death, enjoined his 
wife not to cremate heneJf \I ben he was gone. Guru Gobind 
sarcastically imJuired why. if salvatioJl was to be seCllred by 
burning, evC'n the '!(-,Tpent in hell should 1I0t be t>II.VOO. l 

Thus the carl,\ Sikh commllnit,V strCH'C to nda"t itself to an 
environment that could not maintain the si mplicity of its 
primiti\'e form. Startlllg \\ith a Puntan quidi~m which re­
pudiated outward nte'! ~ in them..ehcs mel'iloriollt., and con­
ceived the lift' of the believer II.S a continued communion with 
God, it de"eloped temple IlUO ~f'n H'C' amI oh'>el'\ ames of 
ceremonial pie ty. Hejl.-'Cl! llf{ t'wry kind of \ioience, and cnjoin­
ing the com plelc<;t forgivene~, of \\rolJg~, it protC'ftcd il,df by 
military orglllli~lltio)), mruie tli'>f.:!plt'!> il)to v. arllor', ani! turned 
the dc\·oh.--e illto the soicilcf-saint. It anslOilllft'd relig ion in 
tl;e broadest term" broke do" II all burrll'rs of (',L~te nnd race, 
and then imposed the obligabon of the .~l'iord with 1\ rite of 
initiation which drew the tlgqlc!.t of lImit:. -arouud a semi­
national church-felJo,,"'h ip. Of the three tea('hers whose lives 
for the space of a. generAtioll ~('('m to June coim·](led, Kltbir, 
Chlli~ya. and Nillak, the lIItluencc of Kubir "11' perhaps the 
10ftietl and mo:.t dirfll,i\'t', the per"llnulil)' of\(Chaitan)8 the 
'mo. attraetivc, the work of l\iiuat.. ami hi .. Su(Tt'S,or~ fhe most 
definite in ih pru.cllcai re,ult... Hi,torlans have wntten of the 
Sikhs and their wars. Brave, loyal, obedient, they tlre said to 
mak.e th: finest soldiers in the EIl"t. But they do not all 
1I0W accept the bapti!;m of military !>Crvice iu:.titutcJ by the 
tenth Guru, Gubiud Singh. The Sl\lgh:. or "hon:." AtiU 
col}Stitute one main d\l'i~ion; the ~e('Ond . known Ill., Sahijdharis, 
devote them'clvc;, as ordinary householder ... to agriculture and 
trade. III both groups variou'- schi~lm. and sub-~ts have 
ariit'D with the u ... ual facility of multipl ication. ' The lengthy 
devotions· of four cellturie~ ago arc irk.wme to the modern spirit. 
Againllt tbe austerity of their ritual many Sikh women pr~fer 
the colour and festivals of idolatry; there arc men who no 1000ger 

'. 
I JMealllitfe, il. 228. f Ibid., ui. 91 ; v. 276. 
,. u.p. ¥aclagan, lUporl oj PalljdlJ Uennu (1891), pp. 148-171. 
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wear their hair uncut, and are hardly distinguishable from 
Hindus. ·Newspapers and colleges and association!; llIayaid a 
temporary revival, and the ties of custom and tradition may 
retard decline.1 Hut the influences of the present age seem 
unfavourable to the maintenance of the stricter type; and with 
the gradual disintegration of the community the specific fonn 
of religious life which it wa~ founded to promote will be ulti· 
mately merged in the pidiCl'l that are slowl), learning to hold 
out hands of fellowshi p to each other all round the globe.2 

IV 
The movement of Niinak, whi('h culminated ill the formation 

of '& kind of Chuft·h-nation, wa~ fed from two sourees, and 
attempted to establish 11 religion combining the higher elements 
of Hinduism Rnd Islam alike. H ~pl"t1ng from the Hindu :.ide. 
It started ill poverty: it wal> horn in the breast of 8. village boy 
with 110 ad\"antagc;, of ("u!ture, race, or rank. Before we take 
ollr ICH.\"C of Med ieval Hindu Theb lll in the work of the great 
poet 'lVlsJ Diis, it nllly 1)(, well to glance at .mother experiment 
ill rcliJ.6uu~ NYllcr eti.sm, IImne from the Mohammedan side. 
Cradled ill :\ palace. the •. Di\'ille l\JollotilC'i»m" was issued with 
the i mperixl ll11thvrit.v of A k l)llr (1 556- 1605). th€' creator of 
the splendid empir~' of the Moguls. which maintaiUNi 8. pre~ 
carious CltistCilCC till the eighteenth century, and only lost its 
ghru:.t1y ('laims when the l/L~t Ilomillal emperor emerged for a 
moment /L'l 8. rebel in the ).{utiny of 18.')7, and died a State 
prisoner in Hangoon in 1862. 

For neady two hundred years 1\iohnmml.(flln kingdoms had 
been estalJli~hed in India, when the Tartar 'l'imur (Tamerlane) 
in 1598 swept throngh the Afghan pa.~ses at the head of his 
wild predatory hordes. Conquest /om,] maSAA.Cre followed in 
city after city. The street.~ of Delhi \,We rendered impa:ssable 
by the Rlaughfered dead. The ,-idor pursued his march &8 far 
as Hardwar, and then unexpectedly turned and retired to his 
ioelI.t in Central A~ia. Sixth in descent from him was Babar 

I 'l'he census of 1911 gave their total 1l1lm~r in Illdia lUI 3,014,466, of 
whom mure tb.&n 2.000.000 were in the PUIljal>, and 16,187 were fakin. 

1 A Sikh profe.wr was prellf)nt at a Congre!lll of Liberal ReligioWi 
Thinken 8Jld Workers hr!d at Berlin in the 6UlUlUllr of 19l,O. 
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co the Lion" (1+82-1530). After an adventurous career in the 
ancestral regions, he seized Kabul in 1504, entered India in 
1526, and defeated the Mohammedan sovereign of Delhi at 
Panipat (55 miles N.N.W.), occupied Delhi and Agra, made 
himself master of all North India, extended his power &s far 
as Behar, alld filially died at Agra in 1530. His clde<;t son 
a._yun sUcccOOoo him at the age of tWt!nty-two. A :-.Ia\'e to 
tb\!. opium habit. he could nol cope with the formidable diffi­
cultie. which soon threatened Sabat's newly erellted empire. 
After ten years he wa~ a homel~" wanderer. In thil> poverty 
he married a girl of fourtt'ell in 1541. daughter of Slll~ikh Ali 
Akbar J am'i, who had been the prcceptor of hi!'> younge<;t 
brother. Thl' Ilt'xt year, 011 Novl'mlwr 23, 1542, the heir of 
the crownless king was hom at the smal! fortrc1>s town of 
Umarkflt, on the mam route l>etw(.'en Uinrio~tan and Si nd.1 At 
length the tide of fortune turned. With P<'rsian aid Kanduhiir 
lI'as first ~upicd, and then K!lbul, In ];')45. Hu .. band awl \life 
and son, long separatoo., \\t're reunited, and in March ]546. on 
the ceremony of l'ircumci.,ion, thc boy\; nflme wa<; Rnnlly settled 
as history after .... lI.rd., I..lIew it, ~aHilu-d dill l\,fuhammad Akbar.2 

Among the crowd of ltterary men, hbtorian". JUl'i ... t.." poet..., 
who made Akbar\ court Ilillstriom, two writer., watched him 
most carefully from oppo~ite poinh of vicw, ann left copiou~ 
records of the greater pnrt of hI'> reign. Abul Fazl, the Sf.'Cond 
3011 of Shaikh Mllb.lrak, ..... as born at Agrain 1551. HIs father, 
ramous for his learning. gave to hi~ elder :.on Faizi the tmining , 
which mJUie him t he foremost poet of hi:. age:; while Abul Fa.zl 
preferred the quiet life of a recluse, and "' a" already a teacher 
before he WIlS twenty. But the SUCl.."t!~~ of l<alll at court Il.a: 
Abul Fad thither almo~t ill spite of him..elf in 1574; ht' soon 
beca.me established in Akbar's confidence, and a ... his fril'nd and 

I V. A.. Sruith, Akbar, tlte Great Mogul (Olford, 1917), p. la. Umarkot 
ill now a town With about. ~JOO mhabItant!.. A stone slab whb an 
in~ription still marks Lhe IUPposed ~pot of A.kbar'1 bnth. Im.p. GGz. 
(1008), :u:iv. p. 118. 

S Jalilu.d dIn, or "Splendour of RehglOn," replaced In earlier name, 
"Full Moon of ReligiOn," SIlllt.h, p. 19. Akb&r, "Great" (from the eame 
root KBR at Kabfr), VIM a title of Allah m the QOrilll In later Ye&r$ the 
formula Allah" .lJ1bar, "Allah is great," came to have an alt.cmatlve 
Iigw.AcaIpll!, "Ai.:br.r 18 God." 
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minister he exerciK'<i an immense influence on his policy, till 
his assassination at the instigation of Akbar's eldest son, Prince 
Salim, in August 16~.1 Nine or ten yeal'S older thaD Abul 
I<'azlrwas Abdul Kader Maluk Shah, of Badaun. between the 
Jumna and the Ganges, t;outh~east of Delhi, commonly known 
by his place-name ail Batliii)ni.2 The two men arrhed at the 
seat of the government abolLt the same time, so that, observes 
Badiil1ni, "we were, as was said, loaves from the same oven," 
But they were men of very diRerent temperaments. Badwini 
W!lS a !\lrcnuous Mohammedafl; ",hell he Wd.'I enrolled among 
the attendants at Akbar's assemhlies for religious debate on 
his introduction at court, "the Emperor made me (he relates) 
dispute with sages who boast of t.heir depth of scienL'e, and who 
admit no uninitiated into their presence, and was himself the 
arbiter. By the grace of God and the strcllgth of my natural 
talent, and the shnrpnelis of my intellect, and the courage which 
is inherent in youth, I o\ercame tnO~t of them:'3 He had a 
somewhal chequcred career in Akbar's service. }'or some time 
be acted a<; one of hi~ :;c,'en I miims or chaplains (one for each 
day of the week), Budii61li'" tnrn ~'orunty falling Oil Wednesday. 
When Akbar cli"contillued iLis daily pm)"cr,~, he wa,. '>till occupied 
ali 11 Sanskrit scholar with hl\.ll~lat.iolls into Pt'rs iall: and he 
rendcn..fl two sections of thl' :\IahiiJJhitrata and. the whole of 
the fL'\mayJUla (25,OU() couplets, fl.l, he dolefully recorus) into 
the elegatlt hmguage of the court. Ahul Fazl, who filled the 

J &e the PrinCE-'s ~t:\.tel!lenL in modll!lu.nn '~ lHog~phy of AliuIrazi pre· 
fixed to hi~ tmlJ~latioll of tl,{, ..I i ,,·i·Akl'l1ri (Cllkutta, 1I!i1S), vol. i. p. xxvi. 
ALulfa7.1 has l\ket.J.;hed hl~ 011'11 lU~nt"l hi"tory befr>re ILLS introduction to 
Akbar, ill the corlt"lllbi(>u of &Ile work, "01. iii . (t r. Jarrelt, 1894), p.409, 
and Rives a full er account Hf !.bll!<Clf a.nd his fathel·, iInJ., p. 417 ft'. 

2 Bad.wni's hi ~t.n ry, the Td,·[lrk·i lIaddiil!i, ,.r ;\1lw/a k4".bu·t TJ:zrrorikA. 
(" Abstract of Histurie;."), indudes the £,·ncral hi ,u>ry of the Motlem 
rlller6 0f India. Vol. ii. (lr. W. H. 1..0 11'1.", Caku\ta, 18A4) contains the details 
of A\bar's reign. SOllIe e;<tractR Me t,rallRlIl.·.ed in tb l." Hi4lcwy of IndiIJ of 
EJio' and Dowson, vol. v., 1873, H ends with ~he year 1596-6, and wu 
no! published (for rea~)Us which the reader will readily appreciate) till 
after Akbar'B death. Reaidu the account of tIle impel'ial adminiatration 
in t lte Ain-i-Akba";, Abul Fazl wrote a history, the AklJ(Z711drn4, which 
earri.ed the FecorO down to the early part of 1602, tr. Beverid~ (Calcutt&, 
1897), and onwards (vol iii, i~ not yet complete). 

, Lowe, ii. p. 175. 




