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PREFACE. 

THE history of the lives and martyrdom of the 
five Martyrs of Sal sette has been frequently told 
in other tongues than our own with more or less 
fulness. Father Sacchini, the historian of the 
Society. wrote their Life in the beginning of 1700, 

which. though existing in MS., has never been 
published separately; but it appears almost in 
its entirety in his Historia Societatis Jesu, pt. iii. 
I. iv. nn. 1--24 j pt. iv. 1. viii. nn. 206-:t8o; 

I pt. v. D. 202, and nn. 177-223. Bartoli wrote 
; of our Martyrs separately in his Missione al Gran 
i Magar, and in his posthumous work, Uomini , 
'fIIli della Compagnia di Gew, 1. iv. ce. 22-24.1 

Alegarnbe, in his M orles illuslres e(WUm de Sociela/, 
JISif, 0-c., which appeared in 1657. gives a fuU 
account, frequently quoted in these pages. 

~ RelIned to in the pagel or this book re.poctivel, u MuI .... 
aDd U-n.i. 'Ibe relerencel lD theee pareI are to the editiolll 
of Twill of J8:t, Illd IB8I~ reIpOCt1ve1,. 
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Other narrations are given in Tanner's Societas 
Jesu usque ad sanguinis ct vita pro/usicllcm militans, 

1567; in Ferdinand Guerreiro's Rclafam annual 

das Consas que !izera/» os Padres da Campanllia de 

Jesus nas partes da 11Idia Oriental nos annos de 

r600 e 1601, Lisbon, r603; the substanc~ of which 
is given in French by Peter DuJarric, J .S.,Hisfoires 

des chases Plfts 1m:morables, Gr., 16rr, which ~g:ain 
is translated into Latin by Matthias ?llartinez. 
Cologne. I6I5. Gucrtciro would seem to have 
had access to a diary or to letters of Blessed 
Rudolf. Many other writers of later date treat 
the subject: Bartholomew Guerreiro, S.J ., in his 
high-flown Gloriosa Coraa d'esforfados religiosos 

da Compal/Ma de JeSfls, Lisbon, 1642; and Antony 
Franco, 5.1., in his lmagw: da Virlude em 0 

Noviciado da Companhia de Jesus no Real Collegia 

de Coimbra, Coimbra, I7I9, and in his Anuus 

Gloriasus, Vienna, 1720. But Father Francis de 
Souza's Oriente C011qllistado a Jesus Christo petos 
Padres da Companhia de Jeslls da Pr01.!incia de Goa, 
Lisbon, 1710,1 has an exceptional value both for 

its general informatior. and for its detailed account 
of Blessed Rudolf's journey to Fatehpur.Sikri, 
and of the martyrdom, evidently taken from 
first·hand sources. 

1 The references 10 thi5 work are to tbe Lisbon edition. 
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An excellent reprint of this rare book was 
published at the Catholic Examiller Press, Bombay, 
in 1881.6, under thc auspices of Bishop Meurin, 

S.J. 
To these must be added the early Indian 

writers, in Elliot's History of India told by its own 

historians,l and the Ain.i·Aklum:,'l which gives the 
fullest account of the Court and surroundings of 
the great Emperor Akbar from an Asiatic point 
of view, and helps to fill in the picture sketched 
(or us by Blessed Rudolf and the other Europeans 
who acompanied him. In Colonel Mallcson's 
A. kbar,· there IS a mo<;t complete summary of the 
life and ideas of that great ruler. 

To these sources must be added the Summarillm4 

of the process of Canonization, and the recent 
biographies of the five Martyrs by Pere Suau,6 
and by Padre Angelini." Both of these works 
are admirably done, and every possible care and 

1 London, 1867 
• Tbe work of Abul Fatal Alami, translated from tbe origieal 

Persian by Professor H . Dlochm::.nn. M A. Calcutta, Baptbt 
Miuion Prel'n, rBn· 

I Rwln-s pi It.di.f ... ~ klial'. Oxford. 1&]0. 
t Pa#tia swp"ldio al! tallsttt de M,rlyrio It ca,m! M,rtyrii Vf~. 

RolfllpM Aqll.cllif1",. &c Romre. 1720. 

• Rodolp'" d 'Aep'tnoa It liS ~o"'ll1,g"olls. Par P. Pierre Suau. 
S.) . Lille. 169]. 

• Ilion. dill' vit" tid M"rtirio dli B ldi Rodolfo f ~o'"/lf(J1Ij, d&l 
p , Nicola Angelini, S.J. Roma. 1893. 
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research has been given to their production. 
Angelini had the immense advantage of having 
access to the priceless documents of the Roman 
archives, while Suau publishes from the BoUandist 
MSS. an interesting account of Blessed Rudolf's 
struggle to enter the Society of Jesus. 

As regards the spelling of Indian names of 
places, the rule which has been followed-the 
only safe one-has been to adopt the official 
spelling, as regards places in British territory. 
of the Indial. Postal Guide or Hunter's Garettuf'. 
Well.known places retain their accepted names 
while those of minor places arc transliterated on 
uniform and correct principles. Similarly in 
case of places in Portuguese territory. the spelling 
employed in official Portuguese books and maps 
bas been followed. as for example in the A nnua"'o 
da arcMdiocese de Goa. 

Among the many names of those who have 
largely helped the author in this work, he is 
1x>und to mention with special gratitude Colonel 
Malleson and Mr. W . Rees Philipps, who have 
t;iven most material and valuable assistance, 
especially in the portions relating to India. 

To Mr. Philipps he owes especially, besides his 
painstaking reading and correction of the proo&. 
the whole of the editing of the Portuguese lettw 
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iQ Appendix A. and in great part its translation, 
a work of extreme lab01lr because of the state of 
the MS. and character of the Portuguese. Father 
Ailchin, S.]., visited the sct:ne of the martyrdom, 
shortly after the Beatification, and to him for 
his careful notes the author is much indebted. 
It may be of interest to remind our readers that 
Minaya, the birthplace of Blessed Alphonsus 
Pacheco, is in the heart of La Mancha, which 
Cervantes had made so famous and so familiar 
to us by his DOll Quixote. 

FRANCIS GOLDIE, S.J. 

ManY"a HOMS', Roehamplon. 

luly '17. t&n. 
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CHAPTER I. 

EARLY LIFE OF BLESSED RUDOLF ACQUAI' lVA. 

1550--1568. 

THE intense interest with which the progress of 
disca\-ery and civilization in the Darl, Continent 
bcl~ bef'n followed in our own dars, enables us to 
gause the interest which the Portuguese conquests 
in the vast peninsula of IndIa excited in the six­
teenth century. The riches of that wondprful 
land were already known to Europe, but the 
courage of Alb,uquerque and Da Gama had turned 
the stream of gold into their own land. While 
the swords of Pizarro ::md Cortes were winning 
a perilous splendour for Spain, Portugal was 
extending her boundaries east and west, till she 
became for a brief space onc of the greatest 
Empires of her day. King John III. of Portugal, 
by sending nut St. Frallris Xavier, had called to 
the work of evangelization the new Order of 
St. Ignatius, and the marvellous triumphs of this 
new apostle fitled the hearts of his brethren in 
Europe with a holy ambition to follow in his 
footsteps. In Rome, in Coimbra, in Toledo, in 
Belgium, wherever there was a College of the 

• 
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Society, its young men contended for the favour 
of being allowed to share in the perils and hard­
ships of the foreign missions. Lisbon became 
the emporium where these valiant heroes of the 
Cross gathered; and the great College of St. 
Anthony always contained a large number await­
ing the sailing of the royall1eets.1 

J See Cuvalho da Costa. Cere",,,p Jr ;/J Po'I"~,,,:;a . 1 iii p 4119. 
Father Antony FU.nco, in Ill S 5y~OPI'I .Au/JI, ,,m 5 .J. inLlUitll,.'a, 
J7~6, Sh'eslists of the variolllJesuits who sailed from the Taga. 
from JS4I to 172) The Co!lc!:,e of S Antonio, called 0 ~lbo to 
distin!;'lish it from 5 Antonio 0 novo, was the fint permanent 
eslablilhm~nt of the Society of J esus. It was the religious 
borne of S imon Rodr:ll:'U~t and of Blessed Ignatius Azevedo. and 
or all the early Jrsuits in Portugal. One of these \Val Thorn •• 
Stephens. He was "n Englishman, born in the old diocese of 
Salisbury. which then inciuded the three counties of Berkshire, 
Willshire , and Dorl etshire The ser .... nt and trusted friend ot 
the l1eroic confes!lOr, Thomas Pounde, he went to Rome in 1578 
to ask for his master'~ admis~ion into the Society. as Pot:U1de 
was then a pri!!Oner for the faith. That S!lme ye.u, .t the ago 
Clf thirty-nine, Stephens himself entertd the Novitiate at Sant' 
Andrea. He begged so hard 10 devote himself to foreign 
missions, thaI he was sent to IndLa. He sailed from Lisbon in 
J579, :Lnd reached Goa in the Septem.ber or October of that 
yl!Olr. He wa.s Rector of Salseue for five years, and narrowly 
e5C&ped death at the bands of the Hindus. Hi, letters to 
England_he was tbe first of our eountrymen who weot to 
Hindustan_are said to h.ve put intc British hearts the dcsiAi 
to shart in the bound\es!l, wealth of India. He ",as a IICbolar of 
no mean pretenlion. He mastered Hindustanee, alld wu the 
tint to reduce to rom and to publish a grammar of KoablU, 
the langllat:e of Salsctte of Goa. His religiouli ,fOrks ia that 
to:lgue are It ill in use. He Itved to the ripe old age of Mve.nt" 
He teemS to have given Cardinal Allen a plea {or protOlting that 
EnSli lhmen should not, when Deeded 10 much at boIne. be 
elevoted to foreign miWozu. See More'. IliJl~TiA PMI.AfWl. S.J. 
r 30, and FolC3"s Co!Urk.,II. 
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The constant news of death by sword or speac 
only kindled the enthusiasm of those who w~re 
left behind. A martyr',> crown was nn object of 
ambition, the hope to obtain it the cause of many 
a vocation. The lives and the martyrdom of 
those whom the Church has chosen recently to 
honour, arc but types, if exalted ones, of hundreds 
of others who aspired after a like crown, and 
prepared for it by a life of prayer and penance. 
For it was no mere enthusiasm. The flame burnt 
brightly and fiercely from the hidden fire which 
bad been lit in thc solitudc of Retreat, and in the 
daily m~ditation of the life of Christ, their King 
and Captain , as brought nut by the Spiritual 
Exercises. And what makes such 1iVt:.s and !iuch 
deaths a practical lesson to us, is that the book 
that set them on fire is still in our bands to-day. 

Few, if any, of the families of the Kingdom of 
Naples had so proud a lineage as the Acquavivas, 
the Dukes of Atri. John Jerome, the ninth Duke, 
was a man of letters, aad as modest as he was 
learned_ Yet he was ready when need be to 
prove himself a knight, brave and skilled in war, 
worthy of the soldierly traditions of his house. 
He was chosen in a moment of danger tn lead 
his peers against the Turks, was one of the heroes 
of Lepanto,l and had fought in Hungary.! But 
he bad greater merits. Thanks, no doubt. to 
h)s pjolls mother, Elizabeth Spinelli, and to the 

• 
I Stonce,llh,ifj ul~ Fd.j,li~ A,-pjll4. pp. 67. seq. 
J A\nndtr F&nI_ foopt onder him. Lina, '11'01. i. tav . ... 
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example of his admirable wife, hc was so good. 
a Christian, that the Duke of Atri might hay!:! 
been taken for a Religious.l 

The Duchess was Margaret Pia di Carpi . Th~ 
Carpi were formerly sovcreign princes of a small 
independent territory. But both John Jerom~ 
and Margaret were related to other families still 
nobler than their own. They qnartered on theil:' 
shields the arms of Aragon and the white cros% 
of Savoy, while the Duchess was so nearly con~ 
nected with the Gonzaga di Castiglione, that her 
children were fourth cousins to St. Aloysi1l3. Sh~ 

was the cousin of the Cardinal di Carpi, th~ 
staunch friend at once both of St. Ignatlus and 
of his Order. Like her cousin, she was ootet.: 
for her holy life anti her love of prayer; and sh~ 
was as capable as she was goou. In her husband'% 
absence she could rufe his houschold :tnd estates, 
She was generous and bcuntifnl to God's Church 
and to His poor; a pcace-maker and a pattern to 
all around her. 

No wonder that her family were like herself. 
T \"0 of her seven sons becamc Cardinals of note. 
One, created by St. Pius V" was chosen by him 
to aid him in his dying moments"". The other. 
after fill ing many high APsts in the Church, waa 
named Archbishop of Naples, and spent his ljirifl 
revenues upon the poor. A third son, Horace~ 

. I Father de Bonis, 5 .l . all eye-witlless. whose let ter of J.5QJ1, 
Quoted by Sacchilli. HuMi" SI'riIt.JliJ ]'-Su, pt. iii. c. i~. p. 151, 
i. tb~ authority for allthae dctails. See p. 8, i ,./fa . 
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fought under his father at I.:.epanto. Suddenly 
surrounded by a number of Moslem ships, every 
man at his side was kill erl, and he alone was left 
unscathed. He abandoned the service abruptly 
to become a Capuchin. Later on he joined the 
Cistercians of Sta. Maria Madalena di Cistello in 
Florence, but again returned to his old profession 
of arms.1 H e was made, in after-life, the Bishop 
of Caiazzo. 

The fifth child, Rudolf, was born on October 2, 

I550,2 in Atri, a little town in the Abruzzi, near 
the line from Ancona to Brindisi. The name it 
bore in Roman days was Hadria, in honour of 
the Emperor Hadrian. It stallJs on a declivitous 
height, looking- out over the rich coast-hne anr{ 
the bright waters of the Adriatic, which is but 
four miles distant. 

The baptismal name, an uncommon one in the 
family, was possibly derived from the fact that 
the grandmother of the Duchess, Margaret, had 
married, as second .husband, Rudolf Gonzaga. -di 
Castiglione, the great-grandfather of St. Al~sius. 
The boy was marked Ollt by God from Wi; child. 
hood . His delight was to ~ .. cape to a mite room, 
or to the ct"lapel in the stately castle,Yor still more 

'u~~,_~ _ 
I Not I5jI, as Alegambe and olner writers. who foUow him, 

UII!rt. See S.IIIIII . p. 11, and. Bartoli. JlimOfU. p. 3 . 
. -. Thil bllildillg I, aliI! 1It&Dding. Tbe family has died out, « 1 

II:. only ~ted by a di,tanl branch. The cutle hu pa.ued. 
JafI) halkb wblch have rcttoro4 aDd modernized the whole. 
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to the Church of San Liberatore attached to the 
hospital close by, and there to spend his t ime in 
prayer. The presence of his Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament ga~ him a special attraction 10 the 
hospital church. Besides daily Mass, and his 
Office of our Lady, he \\ auld pass thrce or four 
hours in prayer from Vespers until Compline. 
Not only were his hose constantly worn out at 
the knees, but the damp floor caused in them an 
ulcerous swelling, which, however, did not make 
him desist from his prayer, but only forced him 
to alter his position. 

One day, a lady, Lucretia Palmeria, one of his 
mother's attendants, found him rapt in prayer 
before a crucifix. He was lost t o all around. 
In vain she tried 1>y calling him, or by making a 
noise, to bring him to his senses. She waved 
her hands before his eyes. But it was all in vain. 
There was no sign of movement . She thought 
he was dead, and, full of alarm, ran to tell his 
mother. \Vhen the Duchess entered the chapel, 
her child had come to himself again. 

To prayer Rudolf joined penance. He allowed 
himself no comforts, but treated his body with 
great severity. He fasted every Saturday in 
preparation for his weeTdy Communion, and took 
so little at any time that his mother was alarmed 
lest he should fall into a decline. He had early 
vowed his virginity to God. and his care in 
avoiding any book or any person that might stain 
his soul, and his dislike of fine clothes. won for 
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him from his brothers the nickname of the Stoic. 
Some of his relations dared to test his virtue 
as the virtue of St. Thomas d'Aquino had been 
tested, and Rudolf <..Onquere~ as his young 
countryman had conquered in days gone by. 
In later years he told his friend in religion, the 
home missioner, Charles MOlstrilli, that God had 
rewarded this heroic victory by freeing him 
henceforth from all sting of the flesh. The story 
of the scaudalous attempt nod of its g-Iorious 
issue got abroad, and he was known by the name 
of the Angel. 

His cOlwerSllfiOiL WIIS ilL lIeal'w, and his talk 
was ever about God and spiritua1 subjects. The 
apostleship to the hcatheu "'''1.5 cvidently a 
favourite topic of his. Once, when a little ho)" 
he assured three of his pages l that he knew for 
certain that some day or other he was to go to 
a place far away, to India, and be killed by the 
foes of Christ: If noy aile indulged in gossip and 
chatter, he wmild gently rebuke them, so that 
the "ery sight of him made people change the 
subject of their conversation and be careful about 
their behaviour. On ~reat feast-days he would 
even preach a sermon !'l the household, who 
gladly gathered round him to hear his graceful 
and moving words, 

, In after year. tbe? became men of po:!ition. and formally 
aUetud to this declannion. Bart. MjuioNI, p. l.~: 6:f.5chinosi. 
Hi3~ri. dill" Compalli. 4. Gnu del R,f"D di N.~lr, p. aol. 
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Somewhere about I56j, the- ardent Nicholas 
Bobadilla, one of the first companions of St. 
Ignatius, who was labouring in the south of 
Italy. came to stay in the Castle while preaching 
for some months in the little city of Atri. He 
would seem to have made the young Rudolf's 
acquaintance, nnd possibly their friendship was 
the germ of a vocation . for people got to call the 
boy the little Jesuit,l and he was very proud of 
the name. 

Father Ermerio de Bonis, who had l-een 
received into the Society of Jesus by St. Tenatius 
and was a great missioner in Italy, had also 
visited Atri. His companion was Father Chris­
topher Rodnguez, the friend of Don John of 
Austria, and who shared with him the perils and 
the glory of Lepanto. These two Fathers bad 
been received with great courtesy at the Castle. 
Oertain it is that Rudolf made a vow to enter 
the Society. As Father Christopher had been 
the chief means of inducing the boy's uncle. 
Claud. to leave the Papal Court and to become 
a humble Religious, perhaps he may have had 
some like influe:nce over the nephew. Claud 
entered the Novitiate on July 22, 1:567. and 
Rudolf made his solemn promise on August 7. 
1:567. Possibly it was at this time that be was 
tonsured and that he put on the clerical dreis. 
He received the four minor orders while yet in 
his father's house. 

) SchJ.Qoai, p. ~Ol. 
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When Rudolf was only fourteen, he had begun, 
secretly at first, to go through the wards of the 
hospital, along the high\1iays and byways, seeking 
out the poor and the suffering. He loved to 
seat himself on their bedsides, however wretched 
and dirty, and would not accept the offer of the 
best chair in their squalid homes. And be 
talked to them so gently that his words served 
as a solace in their sufferings. His mother soon 
heard of his charitable errands, and gave him 
free leave to give away anything he liked to the 
poor ones of Christ. And fully did he avail 
himself of the permission. Very soon it was 
foond almost impossiLlc to keep him supplied 
with linen, his shirts, his sheets, aU disappeared. 
Nor was this enough; he frequently took off hiS 

cloak, his outer coat, or even his doublet, to give 
it to some beggar on the road, and so came 
home half·clad. Often, too, when he had nothing 
else to bestow. be would go aside and take off 
even his shirt for the poor. 

One bitter wintry day, a man came in rags 
and shivering with cold to the castle gates. 
Rudolf had nothing else at hand than the rich 
and emblazoned hangings "Nhich covered the 
entrance to his room. He took them down. 
wrapped the beggar up in them, and sent him 
away rejoicing. A few days after, the man 
returned in bis strange attire to thank the little 
lord for his great kindness. The footmen saw this 
coat of many colourSt whose heraldic device. told 
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too well the materials out of which it had been 
fashioned. They rushed on him, and were just 
going to tear it from his back and beat him as 
a rogue and a vagabond, when Rudolr, roused by 
the uproar, appeared. In a minute he was down 
in the court-yard. He soundly scolded the 
serving-men, rescuc.J the beggar frem their 
clutches, and led him by the h:l.lId outside the 
gates. l 

ALout 1568, the good Duchess fell dangerously 
ill. Rudolf stayeJ Ly her side, crucifix in hand, 
suggesting fervent and fitting; aspirations, and 
aided her to die a tmly saint-like death. He 
even dared to close her eyes, and then, without 
a sigh or tear, turned round to the Duke and his 
family. who were weeping around the bed. and 
bade them rejoice rather at so happy an end, 
which gave sllch sure promise of an endless 
reward . Thirty-six years afterwards, the steward 
of the Cathedral of Atri, on opening her coffin, 
found the body so incorrupt. that it was taken 
as a countersign of ber sanctity. 

I Bartoli. '':o''JI);i . p. 91. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE rOCATION OF BLESSED RUDOLF. 

1568. 

RUDOLF was now sixteen, and the Duke of Atri 
determined to take his son to the great capital 
of tIle Christian world, possibly to complete his 
studies, or t ,,) begin at once the apprenticeship 
for place and power, which one so highly born 
had a right to ambition. In fact Pius V. offered 
Rudolf the post left vacant by his uncle Claud. 
But his father was doomed to disappointment. 
No sooner did Rudolf reach Rome, than he 
went in search of the newly.received novice. 
He found Claud serving the sick in the hospital 
of the Consolazione, wh ere, in after years, 
St. Aloysius was to catch his last illness in the 
work of love. Rudolf tolel his uncle of his vow 
and of his determination, and begged him to 
obtain the CC:lsent of the Father General and of 
the Duke. Already the young mao had addressed 
himself to Father Christopher Rodriguez, then 
Provincial of the Roman Province. 

Don John Jerome bad fully approved of his 
brother Claud quitting the high career which led 
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to the purple, but no persuasion of Claud's could 
win his consent for R'ldolC's entry into the 
Society, The Duke woull.! not allow himself to 
believe that the call was from God; he judged 
it to be a mere youthful wish to imitate the 
heroism of hi~ brcthcr, and as he haJ concluded 
the business which brought him to Rome, he 
determined to take his son back to Atri, where, 
a t a di '>tance from the influence of Claud or of 
any of the Society, he flattered himself tbi! whim 
would die a natural death. 

H owever, Don John Jerome had recleaned 
without his host. His son considered that as 
he had wa ited several weeks for his father's 
sanction he was not bound to wait any longer. 
The very day that all was arranged for the entry 
of Rudol{ on his ne.w post, he. ~tole awa~ to 
Mas'> in Santa Maria della Strada, then the 
church of the Professed House of the Society,l 
where Claud was living at the time. The thought 
of becoming a Jesuit so filled his heart that his 
wh ole frame seemed on fi re. He felt convinced 
it was God's wish. He went into the house and 
asked to see hio; brother. He was told that he 
was engaged, attending a spiritual conference. 
Nothing daunted, he wandered about in the 
garden until he came upon a lay. brother. From 
him he learned where the novices' public room 

, Tbat ume yea'!", 1,68, Cardinal Aleu.nder Faroese \aid the 
fouodation-ltOlle of tbo Gestl. wbicb was to replace the okl 
chureb. 
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was to be round. He boldly entered. Fatber 
Alphonsus Ruiz,l who had the charge of the 
Dovices during their stay in that establishment. 
was seated in their midst. In his new robes of 
silk, the dress of a Papal Prelate, Rudolf threw 
himself down at the feet of the nearest novice 
and kissed them fervently and humbly. Father 
Ruiz stood up and had hard \V,ork to raise the 
prostrate youth, :lS he strove to crawl to each 
onc in turn. Ruiz wished to take him aside, but 
go he · would not till he had embraced every 
novice and asked their prayers that he might 
soon he onc of their number. Then only did 
Rudolf go with hIm to his room, where the youth 
told him of his determination and uf hi!; vow, 
and Father Ruiz accompanied him to the Pro­
vincial. Father Rodriguez declared he could 
not receive hi;n for many reasons. So the two 
Superiors led him to the saintly Father General, 
St. Francis Borgia, who was with his Assistants, 
the Fathers of the various" tongues," the Council 
of the head of the Order and representatives of 
various countries. Rudolf threw himself at the 
Saint's feet, and it would have melted a heart 
of ·stone to hear his pleadings <end the passionate 
demand be ll~ade, with floods of tears, to be 
admitted straightway as a novice. But St. Francis 
felt that this was impossible, without leave of his 
father and of the Pope, to whose household he now 

1 See SfDry II/ St. SIa"i~ll1l1~ KII3Ihll, Quarterly Serle" New 
.EdItion, ti93, p. 91. 
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belonged. Yet out of pity for him, it was arranged 
that the young man might stay while they awaited 
a definite answer from the Duke. They sent at 
once to tell his father what had happened. The 
compromise filled Rudolf with hope, for he 
thought he had touched the good General's heart. 
Meanwhile the would·be novice dined with St. 
Francis. He was almost too over·joyed to p.at, 
and listened with delight to the reading at taOle. 
After dinner, the Father Assistants took him 
over the house and into the poor quarters of tbe 
novices. But he was so full of fervour that he 
feared no privation. If You see nothing here to 
please you," one of his companions remarked . 
.. Oh, yes!" he replied, "everything in the 
Society pleases me. But what is it all in com­
parison to the Society itself? " 

However, that evening, Mgr. Julius Acquaviva, 
his elder brother, arrived with some other pre· 
lates from St. Pius V., bearing a positive command 
from his Holiness that Rudolf must go back to 
his father at once. The Pope had yielded to tbe 
pleas of the prelate, but on the understanding 
that the trial was only to continue for a few days 
more, for, as he said, the Jesuits would never 
keep a youth unless there wei e clear signs of a 
call from God. 

As soon as ever Rudolf knew of his brother's 
arrival, he hid himself. All in vain, however, for 
Fatber Claud found him, and told him be had to 
leave. U What would you do," asked the boy, in 
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tears, If were you in my place ( What would you 
feel ( How can you approve of this?" II I have 
nothing to say abont it," replied 'his unclc; 
"I simply bring you the message from Father 
General, and urge you to go, as he bid me." 
Rudolf would not move, so othcrs, who came up, 
sei£ed him, and almost dragged him to the door. 
There he repeated, with fresh tears, his request to 
the General. When at length he met Julius, he 
exclaimed, "You are an enemy, and no brother; 
DO foe could do me a more cruel turn." In vain 
they argued that he only wanted to be with his 
uncle, that he never would bear the hardships Of 
the novitiate after the delicate and luxurious life 
he 'had led at Atri, and that it wac; far better for 
him to go back to his father, or at least to choose 
some other Order. 

He steadfastly refused to yield, in spite of an 
the Fathers and the prelates could say. And 
when St. Francis Borgia insisted that they were 
only carrying out the orders of the Pope, .. Ah," 
he . replied, .. what can I say, but to ask His 
Holiness, if I lose my soul through him, can he 
get me out of Hell?" A prelate begged him to 
leave cheerfully, and urged that one could save 
one's sout, and eYen become a saint. in the world • 
.. Speak for yourself," he answered. .. But jf you 
knew better what it js to live in religion, you 
would stay here with me." 

The discassion lasted till evening, when at 
length the General was forced to say that if 
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Rudolf held out, he would never receive him into 
an Order of which obedienc~ to authority was the 
first principle. So the poor youth had to give 
way, though with a fresh flood of tears.l 

He made a humble reverence to St. Francis, 
and said to him, "Now I g0, Father; but I protest, 
before God and before all here present, that I do 
so by your Paternity's orders. From this moment," 
he added, " I consider myself to be received into 
th e Society, for it has begun already to command 
me as if I were its suhject. So I too commence 
to obcy, :1111.1 I trust I will continue to do so in 
thc Order till my dying day." The torches were ' 
lighted, and 1I~r. J ulius drove off with him in his 
carriage. It was late when he rcach~d the house 
where the Duke was stayillg. 

fIe met with nothing but blaek looks from his 
fat!1er, who said gravely to him, " Son, why hast 
thou done this to me?" 'Vith all respect, but 
firmly, thc boy answered J.hat God was much 
marc his Father than he was, and to be obeyed 
C\'en against the wi sh of others, and without 
asking leave of anyone. Rudolf then retired 
silently, and in deep dejection. For several days 
he hardly spoke to anyone, and he spent the time 
in prayer, in penitence, anJ in fasting.' He had, 
however, to meet every possible argument against 
his vocation. And no one was more active in 
assailing him than Cecily Orsini, his grandmother 

1 Tanner, S/n;ItIlJ 115" "squ IUl JII"IIli_, ~" p. s.,o, who 
gives an animate~ and detlliled account oltbe sceDe. ... 
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on his mother's side. l But aU her words were 
fruitless. She pressed him, if he would be a 
Religious, to join an Order which might give 
some opening to Church preferment. "I want 
to break altogether with the world," was his 
reply, .. and not to make terms with it," Another 
Jady who pestered him with reasons why he 
should submit, he si lenced by asking, .. \Vhen, 
and for how long, have you studied moral theology, 
that you have ~tlch a profound knowledge of the 
law of God? " ! 

It was soon evident that the filther did not 
intend to give way, and Rudolf appealed again to 
St, Francis Borgia, who, in his t urn, laid his 
complaint before St. Pius V. The Holy Pontiff 
summoned Father Claud Acquaviva before him, 
and bade him argue out the question in his 
presence with his nephew, Mgr. Julius. That 
prelate urged that Rudolf had come to his deci­
sion without sufficient reflection, and in a fit of 
melancholy. But St. Pius replied that the youth 
was calm and bright, and he finally ruled that 
Rudolf was to join the Society, but only after his 
father had left Rome. Our Saint's long prayers, 
and the severe fasts by wbkh he meantime was 
storming Heaven, had made him SO thin and 
wan, that he seemed more like a walking ghost 
than a man, His f~ther upbraided him for his 

I She was tbo wi fo of tbo 1M!: aoverei(Ii lord of CarpI. See: 
~ oJ BlmtC Rodolf. Appondilt D. 

1 T&IUIdt, loc. cit. 

e 
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excessive austerities. nnd made him dine with 
him, so that he could insist on his t aking proper 
support. Rudolf owned that he hnd been im­
prudent, but said the kst rem edy was t'.) allow 
him to enter Religion, where his f:lsts would be 
controlled by obedicnc~, f0r a<; things went, it 
seemed as if Don John J erome ,,'auld mthcr he 
died in his owo /Lome, th.l0 that he should live in 
the hOllse of God. The Duke broke clown. He 
granted his hoy's petition, a nd gave him a v,~ry 
af«("rtionate blcssin,!!". "My son," he said, "it is ' 
not YOll that l'peak, hut Une within you, \Vhom T 
can neither gain~J.y nor oppose ." 



CHAPTER III. 

EARL Y RE LIGIOUS LIF/'" . 

1568-J574· 

As soon as Rudolf got his father's consent, with~ 
out another word he ran off, dressed as he was l 

and without an atlenrlant, to the Professed House. 
But the porter wa;, not inclined to let him in, 
after what had passed, till he had cono:.ulted the 
Superiors. So the young man was left waltillg 
for some time outside. The Brother in due time 
-r'C\'-'tm~d "\"I)th. tint! 1)~ \\)'C h~~)~\";\lI.\":', ~nu Rudo\~ 
entered, shouting," Victory, victory!" Hc told 
the Fathers that at last he had wrung from his 
father his conr-cnt. But w~en he was submitted 
to the usual examination, 1t was found that he 
had received vcry little education, neither had 
he the strength to become .. lay-brother. Accord. 
ingly, St. Francis Borgia seflt word to say that 
he had better remain at the Vatican for the 
present, where he could go on with his studies 
and confirm his vOC"ltion. This was a terrible 
blow to Radolf, and r,e broke ouf into such sobs 
and tears as !Softened the hearts of the Assistants. 
and they went back tc the General to beg him to 
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reconsider his resolution. The result was that 
the postulanf was admitted. He hardly knew 
how to contain his joy tlt the news, and with the 
fatherly embrace of S1. Francis Borgia, he be~n 
his novitiate. This was on April 2, 1568. 

Rudolf was then Seventeen years old. There 
was at that time in the Novitiate the youth 
from Poland, Stanislaus Kostka, whose generous 
struggles to become a Religious bore some resem­
blance to his own. How long- they lived together, 
or if they were ever actuaily under the same roof, 
cannot be told for certain, as in those dnys the 
novices were divided, and they lived either in the 
Roman College, or in the Professed House, or at 
Sant' Andrea on the Quirinal. But that Rudolf 
had a deep devotion to St. Stanislaus is certain, 
because after the death and burial of the Saint 
be tried to obtain for the novices' chapel the 
precious relic of his skull. The body, however, 
was found so perfect that no one ventured at that 
time to separate the head from the body.l 

The new novice began his religious probation 
in earnest. So thoroughly did he desire to follow 
in the footsteps uf his Divine Master, that on the 
plea of having made no studies, he now actually 
begged to be allowed to be a lay-brother, and 
when that was refused him, he did his best to be 
taken for one, poth at home and abroad. He 
always sought the society of the Brothers, and 
talked to them with a simplicity that quite con-

I St~'1 ~I SJ.StilMj$l •• " p. 16a. 
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cealed. not only bis advantages of birth, but even 
the natural gifts which he possessed. If be had 
been stubborn in his reaolve to follow what he 
knew to be the voice of God. he was now perfectly 
submissive to every order, just because he recog­
nized in them the same voice. 

A MS. account of the Novitiate of Rome 
l'e¢ords that .. Rudolf was noted for his holiness. 
especially for his charity, humility, and obedience; 
and he often expressed himself in such a way 
about these virtues, that it seemed impossible 
that he should have his knowledge by mere 
natural means."l 

So rapidly did he advance in virtue that for 
the second year of his probation Rudolf wac; sent 
to Macerata. where the Society had founded a. 
COU~'b~, 'Which was th~n in ~xt:r~me poverty. He 
left Rome at the beginning of May, I569, after 
having taken privately the religious vows of 
devotion.' His work there was to complete his 
classical studies, for the University of that town 
made it quite a centre of literary activity. But 
to his educational labours he had to join the 
duties of Refectorian, which involved the charge, 
and no light one, of the community refectory. 
The house was so poor that one of the Brothers, 
John de Saint Antoine, a Frenchman, had to go 
out and beg for wiDe among the. vineyards in the 

I .-\.ngellrd. p. zo. 
I Tho firlt public \"1> .... 5 are only taken after tlfO yean CJf 
~" 
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neighbourhood. Rudolf never ceased till he had 
got permission to accompany the Brother. He 
borrowed an old and short habit from the Brother 
cook, and the remain!': of a worn-out Imt, and in 
this guise he w;;.s to be seen in the streets and on 
the roads, leading an ass ,~ith a barrd on its 
back. \Vhen they rcarhed the cellars, the Brother 
would go down into them, while Rudolf waited 
outside, and when it got whispered about that 
the young man was :l son of the Duke of Atri, 
people werc amazed at his poor clothes and his 
lowly mien. 

Wbile at Macera!a, in 1570, the venerable 
prelate, John Jerome Alb::lI1i, the Governor of the 
March of Ancona, whose official residence was in 
the town, often paid a visit to the College, and 
became a great frientl of Acquaviva. In the May 
d 1570 there came the good news that he had 
been promotetl to the dignity of Cardinal, and 
that Julius Acqua.viva, our novice's brother, was 
to share the same honour at the next promotion. 
The prelate would let no one else give Eudolf the 
intelligence but himself. But he was astonished 
to see that the young Religious showed no signs 
of satisfaction. On the o.;ontrary, he burst into 
tears, and said, in a tone of conviction: .. How 
much more pleased should I have been to bave 
heard that be had become a Jesuit." He excused 
his grief by dilating on the responsibilities and 
dangers of tbe dignity. 

10 1570, Blessed Rudolf was recalled for a brief 
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space to Rome, probably to take his vows in 
public. Next year, 1571, he continued his studies 
at the Roman Cullege. He wa.s sent with his 
unde fa pay his respect::. to the new Cardinal. 
His brother, Claud, was well known at the house, 
and was at onc.e admiUcJ; but I(udolf was so 
humble and modest, tbt he was taken for a lay~ 
brother companion, and left in the waiting-room, 
where he withdrcw into a corner. " 'hen Father 
Claud missed him, one call ima~in~ the horror 
of the servants, who found they had treated the 
brother of his Eminence ill such a way. Our 
Saint so studiously concealed his talents as to 
aQcept with JO)" .1:> he afterwards told his fellow­
student. Nicholas Orlandini, the historian of the 
Society, an open de!"eat in a puLlic dlSpclt<ltion. 
\Vhilc he was engaged on his C01.:1'sc of philo­
sophy, which lasted for three yc::>.rs, his Superiors 
had to \Yarn !tim not to hide his light under a 
bushel, and they were soon amazed at the hreat 
talents he displayed. In fact, at thc close of 
bis philosophy he was m:Jch sought for by the 
Superiors of various houses of the Society. He 
was sent as t'rpctitore, or tlltor of philosophy 1 to 
the German College, wh;'r: makiug his divinity 
studies. and hc there gained tile hearts of <.Lll. And 
no wonder, for charity was the mainspring of all 
his virtues. He ' .... ;1.5 c\-cr attcnti\'c to th e \':ants 
of others, ever rcady to share their Lurdells, 

I Sacchini tar' that b.is specia.l work W.l1 to CO:lC~ his pupils 

In the phr.ital. scienC81. 
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especially when the work was lowly. He loved 
to wait at table and to serve in the kitchen. But 
the infirmary was his place of delight, and he 
strove by word and oeed to comfort and assuage 
the sufferings of those who were sick. He was 
never put out at whatever happened, but his face 
showed the tranquilli~y of bis soul, and was ever 
radiant with a gentle <;mile . 

Though so delicate, and though all kindness to 
olhers, he was crucl only to himself. The Italian 
winters, short-lived but sharp, used to make his 
hands break out in chilblains, which becalm:: upen 
sores. But be soug-ht no remedy, and only strove 
to conceal his pain. His room, if it deserved the 
name, for the old Homan College was but a col· 
lection of miserable tenements, had for its sale 
adornment 3. small devotional print, and near it his 

. discipline, \\'ith 3. table on which were a few books. 
Every day he scourged himself; he often wore a 
hair.shirt , and his fasts were almost continual. 

'While Blessed Rudol,f had the profoundest 
respect for other Orders, whose antiquity. he 
used to say. deserved special honour, he was 
zealous for the perfection of his own Institute, 
and thi s was the subject of his constant prayer. 
His talk was almost entirely about self-conquest, 
the value of humility, or upon his studies. He 
was never heard to say a word against another, 
but was always glad to hear anything in the 
praise of his neighbour, for he held it a duty not 
to conceal whatever might redound to tlH:ir 
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-credit. He kept up no regular correspondence 
with his relatives, but was ever ready to write, if 
needed, letters on bt:half of any of their vassals, 
or dependants, who might come to bim to s~k 
aid or protection from any injustice at the hands 
of the Duke's agents or officers. 1. hese be never 
failed to speak to with great frankness, yet 
modestly, and to bid them to be faithful in their 
duty to God. His rare letters were treasured by 
his family as precious relics. 

Father Charles Mastrilli was for four years his 
fel1ow.student, and for some time shared his 
room with him. He was very much struck with 
his unswerving goodness, and used to say that, 
closely as he noticed him, he never could detect 
in him any fault. however slight, and that it Was 
hard to say in what virtue he dIi.:RyeKcell.:d, so 
modest, so charitable, so humble was he. Neces­
sarily, the queen of his heart was obedience. He 
looked with perfect simplicity to his Superiors 
for the expression of their wish as to all things, 
great or small, in the ordering of his life. Nor 
could anyone have guessed his high birth from 
alli word or action of his, save from his inborn 
gentleness and reftnemet.t. But even this he tried 
to hide under a straightforward and downright 
way of acting, and by his love for lowly and 
servile work. 

In 1574, when only twenty·eight, Cardinal 
Julius Acquaviva, after but three years' Cardin. 
alUe, was Mckell with a mortal illness. N a one 
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dared to tell him that death was close at hand. 
Rudolf had to fulfil this painful duty, and to 

. break the truth to his brother. Nor did he leave 
him till his last breath; and he prepared him 
with the same devotion that he llad shown, when 
a boy, to his dying mother. 

In his letter of condolcl'ce to his eldest brother, 
Albert, Rudolf wrote: "Curb your hrief with 
the thought that Julius is better off th:m he was 
here below, and that he is reunited with our 
dearest mother. Reflect too that these arc warn· 
ings sent us by Qur Lord. to give up with a free 
heart everything- to Him." 1 

The vcnerable Rector of the German College, 
Father Michael di L orcto,2 valued Rud olf most 
highly_ He gave him the charge of the Sodality. 
and the very look of the young Religious forced 
the boys to be good;' and he did everything he 
could to foster their pietro 

Among those who were in the German College 
with Blessed Rudolf, there was a youth from the 

J Angelini, p. jo. 
~ Michael was:l. Dalmatian, but borb in Rccallali. He "'.5 a 

choir.boy in the Basilica of Loreto, and he over Ix1re. as if it 
w","e his own, the nnme of the place he loved 50 weI.l . JIe 
entered t h~ Society of Jesus, and after being Rector of the Jesuit 
Collc/{e of Bologna. be was called to tbe new German College. 
lately founded in Rome. Dudng his Ioog rectorate. he modelled 
that celehrated Seminary. and ende:ued himself 10 the miltly 
.Iudellts who passed through it. It was tbere thai Rudolf had 
come to know him. See Hiflorill Sotitfiliu JmlS, p. v. t.ll. t vU. 
pp. JIJ, seq . 

• .. Pelli se tacite tld pietatem a.lumni scntieballt." Cordata, 
Hif/crill CQlI. G""'Il"o-HIl1lf~r. t. U. p. 61. 
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shores of the Lago Maggiore, that glorious lake 
which reflects in its blue waters the rich islands 
and beautiful vi11a~p.s on its banks. He camt;: 
from Ascona, a Swiss village at the foot of the 
Alps, though once Italian territory. His name 
was Peter Berno, and he was born in 1550, of 
humble parents. He was a clcric from childhood, 
and was studying Latin in bis native town, whtD 
his father went to seek his fortune in Rome, and 
took him, with his elder brother, to the Eternal 
Cit}'. His fatber soon died, but Peter, who had 
always led a watchful, prayerful, and holy life, 
obtained the post of prefect in the German 
College. There he studied philosophy, and 
attended lccturcs with tht: stlldents under his 
charge at the Roman College. No douM Rudolf 
Acquaviva coached him with the others. In time, 
Peter went forward to his theology, and when he 
was about to complete his studies, and to be 
ordained, his family earnestly begged him to 
return to his Alpine village, to say there his first 
Mass. t But he had other thoughts. And when 
twenty-five years old, he begged and obtained the 
privilege of being admitted into the Jesuit Novi­
tiate, on July 2, rS77-

I The memory of Bles""d Pel~r Berno i~ still cherished In his 
uti"e place. Pictures of the seventeenth century :Ire to be 
fO\Uld In hl'O of its chureaes repreaeating his triumph, and hb 
ltOuae i. held 1n YeIlCrntUn. The street ill ",hleh it stands is 
c&11ed Via del Beatl, as ill it there is the former bouse of 
'BOther RllI.t of the vUl~, Blellsed Franee$ Catharlno Vacchini. 
~A1,p.J,8. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ALPHONSUS DE PACHECO. 

WE must leave Acquaviva and B~rno in the quiet 
of the Germa.n College, while we tell the story of 
the early life and vocation of one who was to be 
their companion in India and a sharer in theis' 
crown. 

The family of Pacheco is among the most 
illustrious of Spain, the head of the house being 
the Marquesses of Villena and Dukes of Escalona, 
so well known in Spanish history. A branch of 
this family had been established at Minaya, 3-

place in New Castile, and in the diocese of 
Cuenca, on the road from Madrid to Valencia. 
John, the second son of Francis Pacheco, Lord 
of ,Mina.yOl, by his marriage with Catherine de 
Alarcon y .cabrera, of the great family of tbe 
Counts of Valverde.: had three children, Francis, 
Alphonsus, and John. Francis succeeded hi$ 
father and married a Guzman, while John became 
an Augustinian. 

l Fet1Ian Martinet Zevallo. took the town of AlucoA, not &s 
off Minar;.. from the Moon, and his de.ceod2ntl bore the u&!DII 
of Sdores de Alarcon. Augdilli laY' tb~t Francis man1e4 JO&lI 
Alvarez y Cabttn., p. 31. 50e App. E . 
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Alphonsus. the second son, born about 155[, 

went when quite young: to the new Jesuit College 
of Belmonte, which his relative, the Duke of 
Escalona, founded in I558 on one of his estates. 
There were as many as a thou::and scholars, 
many of them of high family, attcndiug the 
classes. He was a boy of a sweet and docile 
character, and naturally pious. His virtue had 
grown vigorous and fruitful under the shelter of 
a good home and the excellent guardianship of 
the Fathers of Belmonte. Nor was he less COD­

spicuous for bis talents, which won him the first 
place among his fellow-students. In 1567, when 
sixteen years uld, to the delight of his parents, 
he begged and obtained permission to ioin the 
Society. It was on the 8th of September that 
he entered the newly-erected Novitiate of Villareio 
de Fuentes. This house had been founded by 
one of Alphonsus' own family, a brave old soldier 
of Charles V., John de Silva y Pacheco, whose 
nephew, Garcia de Alarcon, left the service of 
his King to enter the Society of Jesus, and said 
his first Mass on the opening of the new church, 
March IS, I567. 

Alphonsus was one of the \'.:-ry earliest novices 
at ViUareio, and was noted for his zeal in aiming 
at perfection. When his two years of trial were 
llUl. be was sent to the College of the Society at 
Aieal', to study philosophy and theology. There 
be had the privilege of living under a Superior 
whOle vocatiOD to the ?ociety had startled the 
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learned world some tell years before. Peter 
Sanchez, the son of poor parents, had by his 
talent s, while yonng. won the position of Rector 
and of Professor of Philosophy in the University 
<.of Alcala. In xS6g. the year of Blessed Alphonsus' 
arI"i\·a.I, Peter had been na!l1en Rector of the 
Collegium Maximum, the ~reat ce!ltr~ of higher 
studies of th~ Society of Jesus in that University. 
H e was naturally a leader of men, but gentle and 
lovable to those who knew him, and all found i!1 
him a friend. 

Alphonsus had for professor, John Azor, and. 
as fellow~;;tudent, Gabriel Vas'1uez, both so well 
known as illustrious theolog-ians, :mJ who in' after 
life wcrc to be the professors of 5t. Aloysius at 
the Roman Col!<:gc. 1 Pacheco, silent, modest, 
and humble as he was, soon won the affectionate 
reverence Loth of strangers and of his community 
alike by his ardent and consistent pradice of 
virtue. His whole aim was self-conq'lest. To 
keep himself up to the mark, he tried to live 
every day as if it were to be his I.1st, and to do 
aU he had to do as perfectly as if he were pre­
paring to go at once before God. His spiritual 
duties, meditation, self-examination, and prayer, 
were his great employmen;:s, to which he gave 
every moment that was over from study_ He 
struck terror into the hearts of all who heard tbe 
violence with which he wielded the scourge 
against himself. Often he would go down the 
I Cepari, L ilt of St . ...tloyJiuJ, Schroeder, EDgli~h Edit ion, p. IS3. 
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crowded streets dressed in a threadbare and 
tattered cassock, without the customary mantle, 
with an old hat, and with porringer in hand, to 
get what meals he could among the throng of 
the miserable poor who crowded rtt the doors 
of the religious houses, the g'reat hidalgo often 
eating off the same platter with dirty and repul. 
sive beggars. 

Blessed Alphonsus exercised a fruitful aposto­
late by his wise and burning words amongst the 
crowds of University studcnts who frcqftcnted . 
the leCtllre;;, and he loved to visit the gaols and 
hospitals and comfort their suffering inmates, and 
to teach Catechislll to the street arabs and to the 
peasants. His onc desire, for which he pleaded 
with the Father General, was to be allowed to 
go to Japan, lately opened to the faith by its 
apostle, St. Francis Xavier. 13ut his Superiors 
in Spain, who knew his worth, urged his value 
so strongly, that the General was not likely 
to grant his prayer. Whenever the subject was 
brousht under dJscussion by the governing body 
ofthe College, his request was invariably negatived 
by a universal vote. 

Upon Fattier Valignano, thvl but thirty-eight, 
and who bad been but se-,cn years in the Society. 
his General .::onferred, in 1574, the weighty charge 
of Visitor to the JeSuit missions in the far East. 
He was ordered to collect a large band of workers; 
and from every Province of the Order earnest 
requests poured in from volunteers for this daD-
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gerous mission. When Valignano passed through 
Alcala, Pacheco conjured him to acec!'t him as 
one of the party, and all Father Alexander saw 
and heard of Alphonsus made him only the 
more anxious to obtain his services. Bul the 
authorities of the College would not gil'e their 
consent. Their Province, that of Toledo, had 
been generous above Its fellows; for while the 
other Spanish Provinces of the Society of JesDs 
gave but three or four recruits, it had gi"'en no 
less than twelve. 

These were all awaiting at Lisbon the moment 
of departure, when onc of them, a lay-brother, 
fell dangerously ill. Thcle was no chance of his 
being well enough in time to sail, so the Visitor 
wrote to Father Anthony Cordeses, the new 
Provincial of Toledo, to require another in place 
of tbe sick man. The substitute, Va1ignano in. 
sisted, must come at once. Cordeses was at 
Alcala. He called together his Consultors. 
Alphonsus knew or guessed what was the ques­
tion under discussion, and got sixty of his fellow. 
students to join him in prayer before tbe Blessed 
Sacrament for a special intention, the nature of 
which he did not reveal. The question had been 
I,&ain and again discussed, and always decided in 
the negative. But when the consultation was 
over, the Provincial left the room, sought out 
Pacheco, and, clasping him to his heart, told him 
tbe good news that be was appoinfed ~o the 
Indian Mission. The only condition attached 



ALPHONSUS. DB P)CHECO. 

" , . 
wa.s that he should have \he consent of his eldest 
brother, Don Francis,l 

Blessed Alphonsus hastened to tell bis com­
panions that their petition had been granted, and 
then went off to Minaya. His brother absolutely 
refused bis consent. There was no help bllt in 
prayer. The answer came in an unforeseen way. 
Francis was stricken with illness which confined 
him to his bed. He saw the hand of God in this. 
withdrew his refusal, and got better. His brother 
made all haste to reach Lisbo~. The joy was 
mutual when at last Alphonsus met Valignano • 
.. The Fathers," wrote the Visitor to the Father 
General, " have sent me, in lieu of the lay-brother 
who fell ill, one of the scholastics from Alcala, 
whom I specially wanted. He is called Alphonsu, 
Pacheco. Besides being of very high family, he 
is a young man of great promise as a future 
Superior, and, in fact, for any post whatever, 

~ Thus it is plain to see the reverence and affection 
which his Superiors have sh0w4 towards your 
Paternity in sending him." 

The missioners stayed in a portion of the old 
Professed House of San Antonio 0 velbo. Their 
time 00 shore was spent jn prayer, in works of 
mercy and of penance. At last, on March g; 
IS? ... a large party of missioners, some forty-twaa. 

I 9twI rlv~ hllQ tho DUle of Petor, p. 1.5 . 
• Fruco, who ,h'. the DAlllIIII, mUll that lhere __ 01111 

thJftT·.... But do Soura giVOl tbe number of forty-IWO. with 
theIr' ........ d thb It oodnDOd by Sr.c.dIiDl. Hitlm" S«iml;' 
1-. pt. G. I, ii. II. 9~ 

D 
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in all, embarked in a fleet of five vessels. It. was 
not, however, until the 21st that a breeze sprang 
up which enabled them to leave the Tagus. The 
voyage was most favourable, and Goa was reached 
towards the end of September. Father Valignano 
Jearned to value still more the woeth of Alphonsus 
during the long months passed on board; and on 
his arrival, he ordered him to recej.,·p Holy Orders, 
and placed him in the post of Minister, ('r second 
in authority in the College of Goa. Alphonsus 
longed to be sent to Japan, but he su bmitted 
cheerfully to his Superior's will, and when he was 
removed to be Socius, or Secretary, to ll.e Pro· 
vincial, a post he held for a year, his loss was 
much felt by the community. 

From India, Father Pacheco was despatched 
to Europe, at the close of 1578, on business of 
grove importance with the Pope, the Father 
General, and the King of PQrtugal. The very 
confidence shown in him by this important com· 
mission shows how highly he was esteemed in 
India, and we are not surprised to find that the 
Superiors of the Mission were fe;\r(ul lest he 
might not be allowed to return, but be employed 
in some high position at home. Father Vicente, 
the Provincial of India, Father Nunes, the Rector 
of Goa, and many others, wrote to implore that 
Alphonsus might be sent back to them. And 
when Father Pacheco had reached Cochin, and 
was about to sail for Europe, he received from 
Father Vicente the following liDes: .. Courage, 
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Father, and do not forget that ever since yOll 
came to this land, you have been entirely devoted 
and given up to it. May the Lord grant, then, 
that we may not lose you. In fact, though I feel 
how rig-ht it is that you are Leing lent for the 
good of this Province, were I about to die 1 
should be profoundly grieved if I thought that 
it was to be deprived of your aid." 

The Provincial even wrote to the Father 
General: If I am sending to Rome Alphonsu!> 
Pacheco, to inform you of the state of aUf affairs. 
You can safely trust him in everything, just as 
you would trust me. For he is a man ofthorougb 
prudence, virtu~. and p.xperience, and is acquainted 
with every person in this Province, both those in 
this College, where he has been Minister for three 
)'t:al'Ot, -and t\\c'Ote e\'5eWhele, bet.ause {Cl a yed! he 
has been Socius and Secretary of the Provincial, 
during which time he visited the various Colleges 
in my company. And above all, he is a true son 
of the Society. For all these reasons I beseech 
you earnestly to send him back to us without fail. 
For I consider this Province would suffer a very 
serious loss, if it were to lose him." 



CHAPTER V. 

BLESSED RUDOLF'S CALL TO INDIA . 

"" NSXT to his deep devotion to our Lady and to 
St. Ignatius, Rudolf had a special affection for 
St. Francis Xavier. His old idea of becoming 
a missioner was ever growing stronger, and he 
hoped to gain his wish through the prayers of 
the Apostle of the Indies. 'When he heard that 
the Jesuit Procurator, or Agent, of the MissiO:lS 
in the East was expected in Rome. he redoubled 
his penances and scourged himself cruelly for a 
quarter of an hour each night. To these austeri~ 
ties he joined fervent prayer, especially at the 
time of Mass and Holy Communion. When the 
day came, he went to meet the Procurator, 
Father Martin de Sylva, outside the gates of 
Rome. And on seeing him at a littlf' distance, 
Rudol£ ran up to him, and throwing himself at 
his travel-stained feet, tenderly kissed them, 
declaring he would not rise without a promise 
on his part that he would take him with him to 
India. Father Sylva gladly promised to do so,. 
fo.t. as he afterwards owned. he felt irresistibly 
forced to accept the services of the young mao, 
thODgh to himself a total stranR:er. 
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Accordingly, he begged Rudolf's Superiors to 
sanction his generous offer. The General, Father 
Mercurian, who had succeeded St. Francis Borgia, 
was naturally inclined to allow him to go, for be 
was full of interest in the foreign missions; but 
the Assistant for Italy, Father Benedict Palmi, 
with the Rector of the Roman College, Father 
Lewis Maselli, and others in authority, urged that 
it was pure loss to send so delicate a man to face 
the hard!;hips of the six months' voyage, and the 
still greater trial of a tropical climate. His birth, 
his talents, his virtue, all combined to make 
Rudolf one from whom great things might be 
expt:cted. The Gencral naturally demurred in 
face of such repre!;cntatiom;. Bc!;ides, the broken 
health of the young Acquaviva was at the time 
quite sufficient reason to prevent his sailing for 
India. Rudolf bowed respectfully to the decision, 
but declared that he was sure he would some 
day be allowed to go. And he only prayed the 
harder, used sharper penance, and pressed bis 
claims the more warmly with Heaven. 

There was at the time a layman, a servant, in 
the Roman College who had a high reputation 
for holiness, Benedict Nursino, a countryman 0" 
Acquaviva, from Amatrice 111 the Abruzzi. Rudolf 
begged him to commend his cause to God. One 
day Benedict met him in the garden, warmly 
embraced him, and said: .. 0 fortunate yourt'g 
man I your health will become strong enough to 
enable you to make the, voyage a9.ross the seas, 
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and to shed your blood for the faith. The Queen 
of Heaven bas made known this to me," 1 

Benedict became one of tbe first companions of 
St, Camillus de Lellis, in hi~ new Congregation 
of the Ministers of the Sick an<j in his work for 
the dying. 

In 1576. Rudolf grev .. · so ill tbat he was sent 
to Frascati to spend the summer there. He 
wrote to Father Michael di Loreto: ,. God's 
goodness deals very kindly with me, and I grow 
stronger every day. As obedience bids me, I 
give all the attention I can to my health, and 
I trust I shall return tu Rome more fit fnr work. 
Father, pray God that as I am fattening up tbis 
body-it is no longer my own-so He may fatten 
up my soul which is also His. Tbis I earnestly 
beg of you. You know how hard it is to take 
care of the body and to preserve the vigour of 
the soul. Good-bye. July 7." 

The Rector of the Roman College had written 
to Father Claud Acquaviva, who had then lately 
been made Provincial of Naples, to persuade him 
to recall Rudolf, both because a more southern 
climate would be better for his health, and 
because he felt sure that his example would be 
a spur to his companjon~ to imitate his virtue. 
This request reached Rudolf's ears, and he wrote 
to his uncle imploring him not to stand ia the 
way of his aim_ 

1 Ronl, VII" S. C"miJIi d. Ltllu, p. ng, Rome, Ii!55I; d. 
Schhlosi,idlnil d,1lIl CO"'i. 4i GU" 4i NIIJllli. p. 210. 
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Rudolf, as is the custom for the students of 
the Society when writing to one of their Order, 
wrote in Latin. The object he had in view was 
the Indies. But of this he had not spoken to 
anyone but to his General and Provincial. 
Father Claud naturally thought he was asking to 
be allowed to finish his studies at Rome. No 
doubt with such professors as Toledo, Gagliardi, 
and Bellarmine, there was full justification for 
such a plea. The words" his aim" accordingly 
merited for Rudolf a lecture from his uncie, as 
if they were a fault, in expression at least, against 
poverty and obedience. 

At last Father Mercurian, who had been praying 
earnestly for light. quite unexpectedly gave his 
consent that Blessed Rudolf should go to India. 
He declared that he could not any longer refu:.c 
what was so manifestly a call from God, and was 
sure that all would turn out for the best.1 The 
General did not even consult Father Claud Acqua. 
viva, though Rudolf was both his nephew and his 
subject. The students at the German College 
deeply regretted his leaving, and several would 
willingly bave gone with him. Father Mercurian 
gave Rudolf as a parting- gift a little print of our 
Lady. and this he wore ever next to his beart. 

TbirteenJesuit5, missionaries, were to sail for 
ladia. that year, cf whom eight were to be from 
Rome. Four bad already been sent to Lisbon; 
other four bad to follow them. But one of these 

I Akgambe, SIIIII/ll. p. 10, t 8. 
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last had not as yet been selected, Father 
General Mercurian had appointed Nicholas 
Spinola, because of his years and priestly 
character, as the hcad of the party, and he gave 
him leave to choose any novice he liked from 
Sant' Andrea as the fourth. Accordin;:,"'ly, one 
day the General took Father Nicholas with him 
to the Novitiate.1 It would have seemed a risky 
experiment, but God no doubt had arranged it 
aU for the best. The Master of Novices, Father 
John Baptist Pe$c:ltore 2 was summoned, and 
the whole boJy of novices were assembled, some 
seventy or lUore. The object of the Visit was 
explained , and anyonc who wished to volunteer 
was asked to step forward. At once each and 
every one of the novices went on their knees and 
be,gged to be chosen. Father Spinola chose 
Brother Peter Berna. Added to his age and his 
strongly. built frame, there was a special look of 
holiness in his face which determined the choice. 
One condition, however, was wisely made, that 
be was to finish his probation at Li~bon before 
sailing. So a novice of but four months was 
taken, and the others left. 

When the news reached Peter's brother William, 
the young man went off at once to the Novitiate 
to try to turn the novice from his purpose. 00: 
reachin, Rome, he threw himself on his brother's 
neck, liut while they clasped each other in a long 

I Angelini, p. 48 . 
• Cr. Cepari'l 51. dlo'yliiIU, Schroeder. Englbh Editioll, p, 1,)9, 
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and close embrace, not a word could either 
of them utter, and \Villiam went away without 
even endeavourinr. to dissuade Peter from his 
bigh resolve. The Assistant for Portug-al, Father 
Peter Fonseca,! brought the four missioners with 
him to an audience of the venerable Pontiff, 
Gregory XIII. He talked kindly with each, asked 
many questions about them, and encouraged 
them to face and to bear bravely the perils of 
their new life ... Go, my fortunate children. We 
would gladly :tccompany you," he said. And 
then he added, prophetically, .. The Lord leaq 
you and bring you home again into this country," 
and so he blessed them. His words were verified 
as to Spinola and Ruggieri, both of whom came 
back on the affairs of the Mission, and remained 
in Europe. 

The missionaries left Rome at the end of 
November, 1577. Father de Sylva and his four 
companions set out on foot for Leghorn. Brother 
Berna was met by a cousin at Viterbo, who, 
strange to say, like William Berna, had his tongue. 
tied when he tried to bid him farewell. At Leg­
born they embarked for Genoa. A furious storm 
arose. The cowardly sailors deserted their ship. 
They threw themselves !l,to the sea and swam 
for their lives. SpiDola followed their example • 

• FOnteea, amongst his other works of ~eal , was the founder 
of the buh CDI1ege at U,bo.r>, and for the ben81it of the .allor. 
of vanoUI u.a.t ions iD. the great port of Lisbon, obtained Fathers 
from variOUllIatiQ!lS to bear the conIe,~oD.s and watch over the 
spiritual mterestl 01 their !ellow·countrymeD.. JouV&l1ey. p. 812. 
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But Acquaviva and his other twouornpanions 
could Dot swim, and as the boat ~must have 
perished when left to the mercy of the waves, 
they promised that if they came safe to shore 
they would go barefoot to the nearest shrine of 
Qur Lady and there approach the sacraments in 
thanksgiving. No sooner had they pronounced 
their vow than the wind fcll and the sea grew so 
calm, that the crew turned back and regained 
the vessel. They lar.ded at Portofino, near 
Genoa, and the missioners fulfilled their engage­
ment. Was this at the then newly-established 
sanctuary of the Madonna at Montallegro hard 
by. in the exquisite position which deserves so 
well its name? The travellers reached Genoa or: 
foot. There they took a ship bound for Carta­
gena.1 A second tempest overtook the vessel in 
the Gulf of Lyons. It raged during a whole week, 
but for twenty-four hours such was its fury that 
there seemed to be no hope of safety. The crew 
and the passengers filled the air with their shrieks; 
Rudolf, however, was calm and radiant as if be 
were in perfect safety. He had something stiJl 
harder to bear, when the storm had passed, in 
the scorn and injuries he met with from some 
Religious on board, who attacked him merely 
because he belonged to the Society of Jesus. 

Blessed Rudolf alludes to this sad episode in 
a letter he wrote from Lisbon to the Fathe[" 
General. .. Satan has not failed to sow some 

1 Angelini, pp. SO. Ieq. 
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discord amoagst us because of difference of 
optnlOn. It was nothing of great moment. Yet 
our Lord let us !ice the devices of our astute foe, 
that by common COllsp.nt we might close the 
door :tgainst him, and so for the rest of the 
journey live in the greatest charity. This our 
weakness made me feel how needful it was for 
all who are going to India to be forearmed to 
ward off temptations against obedience and 
charity. These seem to me the two virtues 
most exposed to danger, and if a few fail in 
these, it may prove a hindrance to the greatest 
good." Father Acquaviva made no answer to 
his opponents but by patient silence, and he spoke 
highly of them to the others. I The party landed 
in Spain and went to Portugal uy land, by 
Cartagena or Alicante, and so through 1furcia, 
making some stay at Toledo.2 Blessed Rudolf 
did not reach Lisbon till the middle of February, 
where he was received by King Sebastian with 
great respect and affection. 

Lisbon was then one of the first cities in 
Europe, a centre of great commercial activity, 
its buildinf;s of stone stretching out, as to-day, 
along the heights overloJ')king the broad Tagus. · 
Neither the magnificent Jesuit Church of the 
Professed. House, dedicated to St_ Roeh, nor the 
vast Novitiate, nor the College with its new 
Church of St. Ant,:>nio, were then in existence, and 
possibly Father Acquaviva awaited his departure 

I Bartol!, Ucmifti. p Iog. 1 Bartoli. MiuiClU. p. J6. 
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at Coimbra, where the splendid College, the 
Seminary of the Indies, had special accommo­
dation for those who were going to sail from 
Portugal to foreign missions} A life of great 
austerity served as a preparation for the hard· 
ships to be undergone aboard ship and in savage 
lands. 

Rudolf wrote a letter tc. the Father General on 
his arrival in Portugal: .. As you ordered me," 
be says, "when leavin/{ Rome, and as mj duty 
bids me, I hasten to tell you how I am. By 
God's mercy, I feel pretty well, and have plenty 
of strength to serve Him in India. And 1 dO'Jbt 
not that our Lord has been my helper in this. 
thanks to your prayers, for everyone is astonished 
that I am very much better now than when in 
Rome. From these and numberless other favours 
which God has shown me on this journey, it 
seems to me clear that I am destined for India 
by a very strikinJ; Provid~nce. Be sure, Father, 
that though my going will be of no us.e to anyone 
else, it will be a gain to me such as no words can 
tell. And so thoroughly am I content and such 
is the pleasure I feel at my destination, that I 
would not change my vocation for the whole 
world. For I have already learnt that it is quite 
another tbing to serve God amidst difficulties, 
and that those virtues which people tbink they 

1 Dc ... "u .... " illUi/J "'lIrmlAIII 1& Cwo U Jmu. publib paJ' k: 
Ptre Canyon. Poitlen, 186-4. tom. iv. pp. 110-21. 

I 16i4. p. 30. 
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possess, when praying in their rooms, without any 
opportunity of practising them, are oftentimes 
rather make.belil!fs than virtues at alL Accord­
ingly, I am most deeply in your Paternity's debt 
for having chosen me for a post of which I am 
so unworthy. And it makes me all the more 
ashamed when I see in Spain and Portugal so 
many holy servants of God who have asked for 
this, yet without success. But. as I believe, the 
weak things oj the world God has chom. to prove 
that, whatever may be done, is His work. 

"1n conclusion, I earnestly beg you, Father, to 
consider me as one of your children, though so 
unworthy. For nothing gives me such confidence 
in my journey as your prayers :lnd blessing. As 
long as I have them I fear nothing. I alw::lYs 
carry about on my heart, as a memorial of your 
fatherly care, the picture of our Lady which 
you gave me on leaving, and every day I pray 
our Lord before it to guide and watch over your 
Pa.ternity." 

While awaiting the sailing of the fleet, Rudolf 
was ordained priest, and on the feast of St. 
Gregory the Great, March 12th, he said his first 
Mass. His one yearning was to be himself a 
victim, and he caught at anything which seemed 
to promise tbe fulfilment of his hopes. Nearly 
every night while at Lisbon he had a copious 
bleeding from the nose. The Italian Father, 
Ruggieri. who shared the room with him, said as 
a joke that it was a sign tbat he would shed his 
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blood (or Christ. This remark so delighted him 
that he could not control his joy, and he betrayed 
it by a radiant smile. 

Two days later, on March 14th, the fleet sailed.' 
It consisted of three vessels, aboard of which 
there were fourteen missioners. Among these 
were George Carvalhal of Viseu, In Portugal, 
who was to pensh in I5Q2 by poison at tne hands 
of the pagan Japanese; 2 George Fernandes, of 
Lisbon, who was decapitated by the natives, 
while hearing confessions of Christians en the 
Island of Java; ' the Procurator, Father Martin 
de Sylva: Balthasar Sequeira, the fir!>t Jt!suit 
who entered Siam,4 and three other Portuguese. 
Worthy companions of these were Michael 
Ruggieri, the N eapohtan who led the way for his 
brethren mto the Empire of China, Matthew 
Ricci, the most famous of all those who were 
to labour in that strange land, and Francis 
Pasio, who became Vice-Provincial and Visitor 
of Japan.6 Two other Italians, one of whom 
already named, Nicholas Spinola, and a Belgian, 

1 So Franco says, in hls Syl<0PS ihl<oI' S 7 pp ·16. uS. 
Bartob, Mm{o,"" p 16, lives as the. d3.te the :14th of March 

, Hutorlo! SorutolflS 7"-, pt v (' I, P 586 
, O"tl<ll CONlluldoldD, pi 11, C 3, d 2, P .8 
f Hu/orlol Sotfdatu J"W, pt v tom n, p ,512. 
f Francis PUIO, a Bolognese, \vu then twenty-four He died 

It Macao, in 1612 He was prIVileged to have I .peeialaudl.ce 
WIth the all-po>n:rfl.ll Iyeyasu, the D.lfusatn. of Bartoli FraDQI 
could play the courtier so well .. to please tho proud 1l0bWty 
of Japan Bartoh, AsJoI, vol hi P %51. 
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Roger Bervoets,l completed the number. Just 
before sailing, Rudolf wrote an affectionate tetter 
to his old Rector of the German College, Michael 
di Loreto. But that Father had gone to his 
reward a short time before, on the very day upon 
which our Beato said his first Mass. 

I< I have now one foot on land and onc on SC;\. 

My thoughts are partly on the ocean, partly in 
India. My heart is troubled by a sort of fear; 
1 know not v!hat awaits me there. But my mind 
foretells that it is something good. I wish you 
were my companion. My bcrth on the ship, 
though really a prison, looks to me like a tomb. 
It is but two feef wide and two feet high, so that 
I cannot even kneel down. \Vc are forced in 
this narrow corncr to pray either sitting down or 
prostrate. Yet for all this we are glad at the 
message, We shall go illto the HOItSe oj the Lord, 
and because we are made like to the Cross of 
our Lord. In our cabin we have a number of 
remarkable relics. Fancy our delight at being 
with the saints of God on the wide sea. Farewell." 

The relics were those of martyrs, of a _St. Boni­
face, of one of St. Ursula's companions, and of 
one of the Theban legion.~ The ships sailed on 
the 24th of March, 1578. The ,'oyage was in 

I Hi, name c:~ not apput' :unOClg lhe Jesuit' of the F1andro· 
Be1gIan Provioce of the Society. He possihly entered the Order 
illl Portugal, Tile name:. given .. RU<bcl by Franco. 

s &rtoli, who in tho {uhioo o{ his time. makes free with his 
doeumentt, io.ert. their names 10 tbe body of the letter. The 
t~t b taImI from A1ecam'be. p. '30. 
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every way one of the most prosperous that the 
Portuguese East Indian fleet had made. 00 
June 20th they passed the Cape of Good Hope~ 
then the terror of sailors, in splendid weather. 
However. the St. Gregory, whereon Father Acqua­
viva had embarked. as it coasted by Natal­
Chl"£stmas land-was struck by a hurricane. and 
the main· mast, tho1J&h very strong and so large that 
two men could not o;pan it, had to be strengthened 
by nailing baulks of timber all around it. The Bom 
Jesus. on which Father Spinola was passenger, 
was thought by the superstitious sailors to be 
haunted, as nine times the men on the loole out at 
the top.mast were thrown into the sea. On July 
21st, the fleet reached the island town of Mozam_ 
bique, where they anchored and victualled, to start 
again on the feast of the Assumption, August IS. 

Blessed Rudolf had been an angel of comfort 
to the five hundred souls who haq. sailed witb 
him from Lisbon in the St. Gregory. But his. 
labours were increased by some three or four 
hundred negroes taken on board at Mozambique. 
Of these some were Muhammadan!1-, others 
pagans, Kaffirs for the most part. To these 
poor creatnres he devoted himself, serving them 
night and day, in spite (\f their savagery. He. 
could speak no other language to them but the 
language of charity. This, however, WOD many 
to God, and by the help of an interpreter.. he 
instructed several of them and baptized them 
during that dreary month in the Indian Ocean, 



CHAPTER VI. 

INDIA. 

'S?8. 
NOT till September the 13th, did the fleet reach 
Goa, "the Golden," so striking a city. even now, 
in the days of its decay. Acquaviva's first action 
on landing wa!: to kiss, with a southerner's ardour, 
the Indian soil, the goal of hi~ tl.Elf'ot longings. 
It was the eve of the Exaltation of Holy Cross. a 
great feast.day at the Jesuit College, for Father 
Valignano had brought as a present from the 
Father General Mercurian, four years before, a 
precious relic of the saving wood.' A few days 
after a Father, who was missioner on the island 
of Divar, off Goa, look Rudolf to see a procession 
of four hundred native children, all dressed alike. 
who sang to pleasing tunes the Catechism which 
St. Francis Xavier had c{\mposed. This sight­
fiUed the missioner with the wish to Jearn the 
language of the country. 

A month later, on October 27th, an Indian 
prinMss, a niece of Mir Ali Khan, the uncle and 

• /tJep.mbe. p. 132; Saechint. Historl4 ~&imltiJ 1m, p. iv, 
I, s. n. 12" 

" 
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rival of Ali Adil Shah,t the mighty sovereign of 
Bijapur, was solemnly baptized in the J esuit 
church at Goa. In the afternoon, Father Acqua­
viva had the happiness of giving baptism to 
several of ber attendants, and to some other men, 
twenty in all. One of these, an aged Muham· 
medan, had come unasked, and of his own free 
will, from the upland.; beyond the Ghats,- to 
follow the example of the princess, and become 
a Christian. Hard ly had he received the waters 
of Baptism, than he was attacked by a suaden 
bleeding from the nose, and he fell dead in the 
very church. He would seem to have h<lr1 a 
presentiment of his near death, because he was 
most importunate to receive the saving sacrament • 
.. I am well now," he had said, "but I cannot tell 
how far off, or how near, my end may be." This 
marvel of God's mercy only made Blessed Rudolf 
the more anxious to begin his missionary labours. 

The war, which two years before the Viceroy 
de Meneses had waged with Ali Adil Shah, besides 
constant outbreaks of illness, had forced the 
community of the Jesuit College of Goa to dis­
perse. The arrival of fresh recruits from Europe 
enabled them once more to resume their studies. 

I Called Idalchao by the PortujrueM: writen, and Idalutl by 
Bartoli ud Alegambe. Mir Ali Khan. whose D&me appeal'S &I 

Nealis in /lilloria Soci,l~ti$ 7UM, p. iv. I. vi. 228. wal kept by t1wI 
Portllguese j" Itf'7'OnM over the had of All Adil Sha.b. the KiDII' 
of Bijapur, tbongb that sovereign bad giVeD them Bardu and 
SalIette a. the price of tbe lum:uder to hili! of h.b QZlele • 

• Balepte (,u), Bartoli, JiU,ilHl#, p. 20. 



INDIA. ,. 
Father Acquaviva was appointed Professor of 
Philosophy. He was glad to have leisu re to study 
the religious system of the Hindus, while the 
whole College was delighted to retain such an 
example of virtue in their midst. His union with 
God, and bis lowliness of heart, were especially 
remarked, and Nicholas Spinola, in a letter to the 
Father General. speaking of the way in which he 
tried to conceal his great natural gifts, said that 
tbe day would come when God would make them 
known for His honour, and for the advantage of 
the Society. Rudolf, writing to the Fathers at 
home. told them how intensely happy he was . 

.. And the fir!>t ground of my joy is," he goel 
on to say, .. that Jesus, out' King. has bestowed 
on me the privilege to imitate Him in what is so 
surpassingly great winning souls for God. at the 
cost of so long a voyage, of so many sufferings 
and perils of death as we have borne until this; 
day, and of which there is a continual oppor­
tunity in these lands. The second is, that if w& 

wish for the holy work of God, and to imitate 
His sufferings, this is almost our daily food in 
India, and our six months' journey was like a 
continual cross. The third is, that I am far away 
from whatever could hinder my mind from clinging 
more closely to its Beloved. Believe me, Brothers­
it is easy to flatter oneself that one's heart is 
detached from love of country, relatives, friends, 
and comforts, a.5 long as one is living among 
them. But you know the contrary by experience. 
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when it comes to the fact of having to quit them 
and to get on without them. Fourthly, and the 
last of all is that bere one must fain practise the 
preeept of Jesus Christ, • Unless you become as 
little children,' for you must make yourself a 
child again by learning- to speak a language and 
to lead a life quite new to you , because of the 
difference of country, of customs, of climate. of 
food, and of everything else." 

In conclusion. he speaks of the likelihood of 
dying for Christ, either because the territory of 
Ali Adi! Shah. the enemy of the Portuguese, was 
not. more than a fe ....... leagues distant, or because of 
the Malabar pirates. who were always off the port. 

On April 2, 1579. Peter Berna, three months of 
whose novitiate were as yet to run , sailed out o( 
the Tagus with a fleet of four ships, which carried 
eleven other of his brethren. 'The voyage was, 
as usu al, one of great suffering, for sickness broke 
~out among the crews. But all these trials were 
forgotten in the tender charity which they met 
with on arriving at Goa. Peter was passenger on 
the flag-ship, the F ive Woullds, which were then and 
are stilt the arms of Portugal- Whether he made 
his first vows on board, on July 2nd, or whether 
he waited till he arriv:::d at port on the 8th of 
October, is not known. It would seem, however, 
that he was at once ordained priest on arriving. 
He began the study of Konkani,l and mastered it 

I The la.ngu~e of Goa, alld of other part, of the KOllbn. It 
Is an Aryan IanllUgo, akin to Mantbi. The PortugneM crJl it 
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so soon as to be able very quickly to preach and 
hear confessions in that language. He was then 
appointed to be Vicar of the Church of the Holy 
Ghost, at Margao, and to the care of the Chris­
tians of Calva. The Rio de Sal, "Salt River," 
runs between these two places. In the rainy 
season, as there was no bridge, he had to cross 
its swollen waters, carrying his clothes, hi! vest­
ments, and altar·stuff upon his head, either 
swimming, or, if there was a ford, walking often 
up to his neck in the whirling stream. 

The people were strongly attached to their 
native idolatry, perhaps more 50 than in any 
other part of India, and Blessed Peter constantly 
used to say that, especIally in the village of 
Cuncoiim, and the five hamlets around it, no 
fruit would come till they were bathed in a torrent 
of Jesuit blood. Still, such was his zeal and his 
skill, that a Father Laerzio Alberti, who had come 
to India with him, declared that he converted at!! 

many pagans as did all the other Fathers together 
who were working with him. 

Among his many converts was a boy from 
Cuncolim, whom he christened Dominic, and 
who was his sacristan. He helped him in his 
ministry, and, as will be seen, was to be with him 
at his death. 

LilfP4 C'"I1'1m. but it hu no connection with tbe Dravidian 
languace. which we ull Canuue. and wb.kh is tb.e vemacWt 
of Itfyaore and $(Ime other collDtries of India. 



CHAPTER VII. 

AT THE COURT OF THE GREAT MOG{'L. 

'579-'583· 

THE city of Goa was stirred to its depths, in the 
September of 1579. by the arrival of an embassy 
(rom Akbar, the great Emperor of Northern 
Indio} bearing letters to the Viceroy, to the 
Archbishop, and to the Provincial of the Jesuits.· 

1 When Akbar, in 1573. conquered Gujarat. it was thougf..t 
that he would by claim to Damaun, which had been laken by 
tbeVlcctoy, Don Constantine de Draganza,in J.5.58. The Viceroy. 
0011 Anlony da Noronha, at once sailed from Goa with .. 
powerrul Beet, and cast anchor in the roadstend of the threat_ 
Clled fortress. Akbar sent an ambassador to treat of peace, and 
Don Antony Cabral Wi..., despatched 10 the Emperor to sign the 
neaty. MallcsoD'B Akbdr, p. 109; de Souza, A~j" P01'hIClla.. 
tom. Ii . p iii. c . xii. p. 56); Guerriero. Do Jarrlc. p. SOI. Akbar­
cross-questioned Cabral about his faith . 

• Alegambe. p. 34. gives Akbar's letter: "To the chief Padre, 
ie Ihe cameol tbe Lord. LetterolJal:iluddin Muhammad Akbar, 
Kiog by tbe hand of God. Head Fathers of the College or 
St. Paul,know that I am very wtll disposed towards you. I UQ 
~diDI Abdullab, my ambauador. and Doml!lic: PerM (q 
Al'tneulau Christian, the illterpretfl"). with the request that JOG 
will send me two It.amed Fathers, and the boo'" o£ tlul Law, 
"pedally the Gospel. tbat I may kuOtll the Law and It I HQII. 
~ For I dodre to know il. I /;Ie« tbar"elm-e earJleltly that 
they may come with these eDvoYI, IUId brio, the boob of tra. 
Law. ADd the Fathera may be lure that I ihall reedve th= 
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Tbe envoy, Abdullah, was received with all pos~ 
sible state, for his coming filled the Portuguese 
with hopes of which they had never before dared 
to dream. Akbar, the most illustrious descendant 
of Cbengiz Khan, and of tho victorious Taimur 
(Tafl:Jerlane), had conquered the whole of Afghan­
istan, the P*jab, North.\Vestern, Central, and 
Western India, Behar, and Bengal. A Muham­
madan by birth and education, he had broken 
loose from the teachings of the Kuran, and had 
determined to found a new religion, of which he 
would be the supreme head, and which, under 
the broadest toleration, would gather into itself 
the various heliefs and peoples of his Empire. 

Though illiterate, he loved to hear discussiolls 
on points of theology and philosophy, aori with 
an open mind listened to any man learned in 
the law, whether he was Parsec, or Hindu; or 
Christian. Two Jesuit Fathers had been preaching 
in his dominions, at Satgaon, in Lower Bengal.l 
The Christian merchants who resided there had 
defrauded the Imperial Treasury both of dues for 
anchorage, and of annual taxes. The mission­
aries insisted on restitution, and a large sum was 

most courteonsl,. and entertain them most hand$Omel) .. WheD 
J bye IlIU'Qt the Law sufJidently to appreciate its elccllence. 
t* _y the,. depart at their pleuute. wilh ,Ion esccn. and 
hoDouted _itb abundaiit rewards. Let them come in pc:rCoct 
1IICWit,.. I take their defw!ce on my.elf." v. p. ~6. 

l Satpcm, the lI*'Ca!Itile capital of.8oGp1. till the foundation 
of Htlfli by tho :Pottll(CIue. 
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in consequence paid to the Government. l Akba'l' 
was very much struck by this. A distinguished 
Portuguese officer, Peter Tavares, in the servic~ 
of Akbar, and who commanded a fort on th(: 
Bengal coast, had spoken to his master abOllt th~ 
learning of the Christian Padri, and of the beauty 
of their sacred books. The Emperor, weary of 
the contradictions and absurdity of the Mullahs, 
the" Scribes" of Moslem law, was anxious to 
hear these strangers. Tavares told him of th~ 
Jesuits of Goa, but the Emperor for the moment 
summoned the Portuguese Vicar·General of 
Satgaon, Giles Aves Pereira, to Fatehpur~Sikri. 
his capital, and gave him a most cordial reception.'" 
Giles was an excellent priest, but not a gre;.t 
scholar. Though he could satisfy Akbar's in, 
quiries, who began to learn Portuguese, he founel 
it bard (0 hold his own against his opponents, tb.~ 
Mullahs. However divided they were amongst 
themselves, they all united in attacking.. giro. 
Pereira begg-ed Akbar to invite others, better~ablC': 
to defend tbe cause of religion than himself. He 
too spoke to the Emperor about the FatbQfs of 
Goa. 

The envoy was met by a number of PortJl104llllifl 
of high birth, clad in their finest robes. at 
Santiago, some nine miles from Goa, and reeeived 
in great state by the Vieeroy~ ,.RQDo·~:J..IMvi1 

, Father F. de Souu.Or"'/J/' CCllfllisl~M, aays t'hll mL.iotlUiel; 
persuaded Akbar to pardQG the &"udl . 

• GUlSn'iero, p. 502. . 
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iJ'A'thaide, at the landing-stage near the palace, 
and was escorted by him, at his own request, 
from the Viceregal Palace to the College o( 
St. Paul. A magnificent cavalcade accompanied 
him thither. There he presented to the Father 
Provincial, Roderick Vicente, the letters of his 
Sovereign. He was next taken to the church, 
and, before entering, he, with his whole suite. 
took off their shoes, and went to pay their 
homage at the tomb of St. Francis Xavier. After 
this, Abdullah, by means of his interpreter, laid 
open to the Jesuits the wishes of his master. 
The 'Provincial was delighted at the invitation. 
'He felt, however, how momentous was the choice 
of those who were to be sent. Accordingly, he 
ordered the Fathers of Goa to seek God's light 
by ~rayer and ~ublic Qenance, and then desired 
each to write down the names of the two they 
.... ould select, if the choice lay with them. There 
walt' DO lack of volunteers for the post of danger, 
but t1:le votes fell on Father Acquaviva, who was 
just recovering from an illness, and on Anthony 
Monkerrat, a Catalan. T o these it was thought 
well to add Father Henriquez, a Muhammadan 
cbu~ from Ormuz. a man of great piety, but of 
very sligbt learning, whose knowledge of ·Persian. 
however, thougb not very extensive, would be of 
~.m" a.a ~ t!J.e Court language of Akbar's 
nobility. W 

" RudOlf was appointed Sug.erior. In a lotter to 
bis uncle. tather Claud; be says: 
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"I am writing to ask your prayers. For we 
aeed greatly God's help, as we are being sent, 
'like men a.ppointed to death,'1 into the midst of 
Muhammadans, whose word is always to be 
distrusted. We go, however. filled with a joy 
such as I have never felt before. because there 
is a chance of suffering something for Christ.: 
our Lord j and we are about to journey into 
far-off lands in search of souls, after the ex­
ample which our Lord Himself has Fut before: 
us. And if we are to shed our blood for love of 
Him, a thing very possible in such an expedition, 
then shall we be truly blessed. It is somethinG', 
Father, indeed, of which to make you envious. 
For I abound with such delight that I can hardly 
restrain myself, and I look forward to the day SO 
earnestly that I find meantime no rest. Kindest. 
regards to Brother Peter Anthony Spinelli,! and 
tell him I await him here . 

.. Goa, November 17, 1579." 

The Fathers had prepared for their journey by 
prayer and penance, as well as by careful study of 
the subjects which they knew would be required 
in their new mission. On the day when this letter 
was written, they set out. They spent their 
leisure on the road in studying Persian. It. 

• I Cor. Iv. 9. 
, He was the IOD of Charles, Duke of SellliDaria. and eatenc1 

the Society when e.Ightoen. He held bigb potitlOl1l in hiI OnSet 
. ia Italy, dying at tbo age of mtl. in %6Ij. 


