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AT THE COURT OF THE GREAT MOGUL. ~ 

number of traders-probably Portugu¥e and 
Armenians-accompanied the caravan, bringing 
.ilks of China, and goods of other lands.1 They 
Jeft Damaun, which was probably the meeting~ 
place, on December 13th, when they took ship for 
Surat.t Feom Surat, one of the most important 
towns in India, where the industrious and wealthy 
caste of Banyans excited the interest of the 
travellers, they went forward on their long inland 
journey on Friday, the 15th of January, 1580. 

After crossing the broad River Tapti, they were 
met by a captam, with ten or twelve horsemen.s 
The Moghul troops received Father Henriquez 
courteously, but some of them threatened with 
their swords the other two Fathers. At once 
Jerome de Lima, a Portuguese, rushed forward; 
and pointed his naked sword to the brel\st of one 
of the Muhammadans. Their leader came up, and 
ordered the offender to be flogged. With their 
escort, they journeyed onwards, the three Fathers 
keeping together, to avoid a similar danger. Their 
road led through a broad and populated plain, 
covered with cactus, with palms, and banyan 
trees, by places whose names it is not always 
easy to recognize.' At the roadside they noticed 

I AbDl Fad, ATtblH' N~, BlIiot'l lr"nslatloll; Hj~1«y ~J Ittly 
&.y in 0_ Historimu. YOl. vii . p. 8,. 

• Francisco de SoU&I., 5.} . Oril,," C~,,~uid~. I. d. iI. p. IS9. 
• .u 5ual bad 01117 boe:n COIlquered by Akbar 111 IS73, this 

precaUtioD WU Deeded. 
• Umodre. Vacari.. Nabupn. Tava, Till1&!. CDCura-MDIIda 

t... KDbrQumda. &Dd TUlida (Taloda). 10. Ttm&i theJ noticed 
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frequent wells, built by the charity of the Banyans, 
and at almost every step, stone tables on which 
the paNers.by might lay down their burdens for a 
rest. 

The caravan then left the river.banks, and 
turned northward. A beautiful valley, with corn­
fields, and all glorious ""ith the bloom of the 
mango·trees, led them, on January the 25th, to 
the large town of Sultanpur. As night closed in, 
the tomb5 in the cemeteries, and the surrounding 
heights, were illuminated, as a mark of respect 
for the dead . The place was full of prayer and 
sacrifice, as the people were keeping the feast of 
the circumcision of Isaac. The Fathers saw 
some Brahmins, outside the walls, solemnly ere· 
mating a corpse. Journeying towards the north­
east, through wooded country, they crossed the 
broad and clear River Narbada, to the ancient 
city of Mandu, whose walls were sixteen leagues 
in circuit, but most of it was even then in ruins. 

On the 5th of February , they reached Ujjain, 
then a town .. no larger than Damaun." After 
staying, on the 8th, at Sanmarian (sic), a populous 
village, the caravan entered a mountain range, 
where they were '0 in peril of robbers," the natives, 
who sought the life of their Moghul conquerors. 
Thence they emerged into vast plains covered 

• luge pyramid erected in memory of .. suttee. with .. DlUllber 
of smaller ooes around. At the River Tapti , a numb« of 
BIlJJ)'llJJs were performing their abhuioDI of expiaticm. u4 
beating bo.ruing Ughts fixed on hol!l:l.et& mad. of gourds, 
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with fields of poppy and flax. The Fathers had 
the consolation of saying Mass, for the first tim~ 
on their journey, at Sarangpur, on Febrtluy 9th. 
There Father Hemiquez was received with great 
solemnity, as the people regarded him as a' Jogi, 
or holy man. Turning eastward to Pimplia (sic). 
the party went on through rich plains, with sugar 
plantations, where they encountered a caravan of 
pilgrims on their way to the sacred Ganges. 

The party reached Sironj on Febrtlary 15th, 
and on the 19th, were met by a strong body of 
Moghul troops, on horseback, on camels, or on 
elepbants. The captain of the force told the 
Fathers how anxiously they were expected by 
Akbar. Dut:rt Narwar,l Montserrat fell ill, and. 
as the Emperor was impatient for their arrival, 
they were forced to leave the invalid Lehind, OQ 

February 22. At last, on the 28th, after a journey 
of over three months, Father Rudolf and hi~ 

companions arrived at Fatehpur.Sikri. That 
place was then rising, like an enchanted city, in 
all its splendour, with its mosques and palaces. 
glorious even to-day in their ruin .~ A courtier 
was awaiting their arrival, with orders to lead 
them at once into the royal presence, as Akbar 

l "Tbc.n a 8.ourbhing city. boa<.!lng of a circumference of 
twenty miles." M.l!e!K.n, A~~'. p 98 . 

• Th. pcomiae of Shaikh Selim of SikTi, that he should haVCI 
.. lOCI and beir, madOil Alob ... beg~ lbOlll1Cw city. TbOil pr'Opbfte) 
_ realiled tbet-e, UId on tbe conquest of GuJarat, bOIl addect 
tbe pl"8fi1O of Fatebpur-Yietory-Cily. and, for a time, be ~ 
the l:it7 hi. residenoe. I~ g llear to AIfI.. 
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did not wish that they should speak to any of the 
Portuguese in the city, before they had been 
presented to him. 

The splendour of the Court was unsurpassed 
in Europe. No less than twenty vassal kings 
waited on their Suzerain. The Fathers found 
the great conqueror seated cross· legged on a 
throne co\'ered with a velvet cushion fringed with 
gold, upon a raised platfcrm.l He was almost as 
fair as southern Europeans, and was then about 
thirty-seven.! Upon his head he wore a turbaq 
of Hindu form, adorned with a fortune of rare' 
gems. His dress consisted of a robe of cloth of 
gold, embroidered with leaves and flowers, a 
great brooch was on his brea.st. Instead of Moslem 
trousers, he wore the Hindu clhoti, of the finest 
and most delicate silk, falling to his heels, and 
there gathered in by bangles covered with pearls. 
His shoes, of strange fashion, were an invention 
of his own. At his side was a scimitar. Around 
him were pages with bows and quivers of arrows, 
and other arms, ready to offer him if be desired 
them; while reporters were close at hand' to take 
down whatever he said. 

The meeting was as cordial as possible, a ad 
the Emperor kept the Fathers in conversation till 

I A platform used by Akbar i~ still to be seen In the oentro of 
the I>iwani Khu, at Fatehpur·Sikri, of which there i, a model 
ill the South KcI1.llIgtOD Museum. See Bemier', r'lIwlJ, p. )6a. 
Loudon, ISgI . 

I He was bon! ill fl+~. Soc Mallmon'. A'"" p . .5a. 
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two o'clock on the following morning. When he 
had dismissed them to their lodgings, he sent 
after them a large sum of money. Blessed Rudolf 
explained to the bearer that he and his com· 
panions were poor by profession and by choice, 
and that he could accept nothing but mere 
support from day to day. By Akbar's orders, 
they were left in charge of the interpreter. 
Dominic Perez, from whom they took only just 
the bare necessaries of life.' 

The following day, the Fathers were again 
admitted to audience in the magnificent audience. 
chamber, Diwani Khas, which is still standing,' 
and they brought as a present to Akbar the new 
Royal Polyglot Bible of Plantyn.' magnificently 
bound in seven volumes. On these being pre. 
sented to him, he took off his turban, and placed 
each volume on his head, and then kissed it 
respectfully. He asked. as he received each 
yolume in succession. which were the foW' 

I Abul Ful gives tbe following record : "IS8o. At Ihi~ time. 
Padre Fumaliun (Ii" ) arrived a l tbe Imperial Court from ao.. 
ud was reeived wilh creat distinctioo. He was a man of milch 
learning alld eloque:1ce. A lew intelligent young men were 
placed Dllder blm fOt in.lruetioD, 50 that pro\'isioo might be 
made lor procurin, t~tiolll 01 Greek authors, and of ex­
teDdiDf kllOWledge. With him. cawe a number of European' 
and AlTIIeDiant, wllo brought silk! of China, a.od good. of other 
C011Dtrie., wbich were deemed worthy of hi~ Majesty's inspec­
t_. Abu! Ful, Ai~ .. N"".tJ, Elliot'. trans\Iltioll, HillMy oj 
lulll, by it, ~"'" Hut"";' .. , vol ... I. p. 8,5; d, Dadauni, p. ,:a8. 

I F.II"i» ... Siltri, lI/r.JtNtnou of Bllildj"l'tullr All'll . LieuteDall& 
H . Cole. Cf. Roue11et, I .. 4a RII.j4i., p. 3..,. 

• PriDtoc! for' PlIillp II, J51i9-rS7a, 
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Gospels, and as soon as these were put into his 
hands, he pressed them to his breast with special 
reverence. The Emperor then ordered the sacred 
books to be taken to his private rooms, and 
leading Blessed Rudolf by the hand from the hall 
of audience, he brought him with him into his 
own apartments, and there showed him a magni­
ficent casket, which he had caused to be made to 
contain this mucb-valueJ present. 

That evening Father Rudolf had to take his 
place in the solemn discussions which went on 
every Thursday night in the presence of the 
Emperor on moral and religious subjects. The 
building in which they were conducted was near 
one of the tanks, which form such a striking 
feature in the Indian cities.1 The Saiyids,l the 
Shaikhs,' the Ulama,' and the grandees, sat 
around, and the Emperor passed from one side 
of the hall to another, asking questions. The 
subject of debate was the authenticity and autho­
rity of the Bible. 

The Ulama were men of high repute for 
learning, but their wide differences in matters of 
doctrine, and still more their lives, which were so 
out of harmony with their professions, had 
shaken the faith of Akbar in the pretended infalli-

I C"l1od An£lptalao. It is probably the one racine the Diwul 
Khu . 

• They pretend descent from the Prophet . 
• The followus-or a ne ... deparlute in religion. 
, The docton of MuhalDlDada.l1 Ia.".. Uiama it the plnral of 

the Arabic word 411", leamed. 
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bility of the Kuran, and of Mahomet himself.l 
The philosophy of the Brahmans, their high 
ideals of life, which even nowadays fascinate so 
many English intellects, had great influence over 
the Emperor. His mind was evidentl)' broad, 
and open to conviction, and the little he knew of 
Christianity had no doubt made him amdous to 
know"more of a faith which had produced such a 
marvellous civilization as that of the \Vestcrn 
world. To it he attributed the devotion he had 
heard of among the Catholic missioners, whether 
in older days, when they had met his ancestors in 
Central Asia and China, or in his own time, when 
the deeds of S1. Francis Xavier and his com­
panions were talked of in many a bazaar, and at 
many a Court of India. 

How far Akbar was sincere in his search for 
the truth, how far he had towards it a feeling 
akin to the agnosticism of ou r day, or whether he 
was merely bent, from the very first, on making 
for his subjects an eclectic religion, which would 
(use into one the various races and various creeds 
ander his sceptre, and over which he determined 
to place himself as the supreme prophet and 
infallible teacher, it is hard to say. Certain it is 
that Blessed Rudolf, to whom such universal 
toleration was a new experience, very naturally 

I The F~, 011. tbdr road to Gujaral, bad ... =et lb.! Imperii1 
courieR. who told their acort tbat Akbat had fofbiddetl the a.­
at the.,.. at Mabomet ill the prayen. De Soau, OrlMtI c.. 
,.,...,. i. d. ii. p. 160. .. 

• 
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made the same mistake about Akbar that many a 
zealous foreign priest makes about English non· 
Catholics when first he meets with them, and is 
taptivated hy their courteous respect for his 
views, and their kind interest in his work. The 
Sovereign was quite willing to pay homage to the 
Holy Scriptures, and pleased to see the Ulama 
beaten on their own ground. Dut from tl-is, to 
submission in heart and deed to the authority of 
the Church, was a long step, and one of which he 
very probably never dreamt. However, that 
evening, at the end of the discussion, he asked 
for an explanation of the Catholic belit:f in the 
Blessed Trinity and the Incarnation. 

The controversies ffillst have been conducted 
at first through the clumsy medium of an inter­
preter. It hardly needed the advice of Akbar to 
induce Blessed Rudolf to set himself to the 
task of perfecting his knowledge of Persian, the 
language of the Court. In three weeks he was 
able to speak the language so far as to dispen~ 
with the aid of Father Henriquez. He even 
translated into Persian a portion of the Gospels, 
which were read with great delight by Abul Ful. 

:The second discussion (ollowed three or (our 
days later, on the character of the Paradise 
promised to Moslem believers. 

On the 4th o( March, Father Montserrat 
rejoined his companions. He hastened, aD 

Thursday'. the 10th o( that month, to take part 
in the third discussion. The Fathers were sum .. 
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moned into the royal presence. The debate was 
on the life and teaching of Mahomet. compared 
with the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. Six 
of the most learned Mullahs were present. In 
the course of the discussion Akbar invited Blessed 
Rudolf to read a passage out of the New Testa· 
ment. One of the Mullahs raised the old question 
whether the Christians had not, as the Kuran 
declared, erased the name of Mahomet from hath 
Genesis and the Gospel. Rudolf proved the 
absurdity of thc statement, and he was supported 
by Abul Fazl. Montserrat seized the opportunity 
to declare that it was not the Christians, but 
Mahomet, who had tried to corrupt the Sacred 
Scriptures, anti that his Kuran teemed with moral 
enormities and with blunders, plain for all to see. 

Akbar was angry, and scnt a mes!>ag" after 
the debate was over to the two other Fathers, 
begging them to restrain the ardour of the new· 
comer. They rlWlied that. as the Emperor 
wished to know the truth, it was their duty to 
declare it; nor could they. for fear ' of any· 
thing whatever, leave him under a false impres. 
sion. They added that it was not fair that. while 
the Mullahs could denounce the Son of God and 
the Scriptures, they should not be permitted to 
say what they knew about the Kuran. 

Notwithstanding this, the exceeding kindness 
of the Emperor towards them prejudiced the 
Fathers in hil. favour. Father Montserrat had 
a serious relapse. Akbar not only bade his 
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physicians to prescribe for him, but even came 
himself DOW and again and sat by his bedside. 
He sent him during his convalescence to Agra, 
hoping that its climate might prove helpful to 
him. 

Some short time later, as th ey had not seen 
Akbar for several days, the Fathers a.sked for an 
audience. They were anxious to learn what 
practical effect all that had passed was having 
on his mind. He was exceedingly afhble, and 
after some general topics, they begged to be 
allowed to speak to him on their special errand. 
With his permission, Rudolf at once hPean to 
urge the Emperor to appoint for them some fixed 
time in which they might explain at full to him 
the grounds of faith, in the hope that. if he were 
convinced of its truth, he might grant freedom to 
teach it in every part of his dominions. Akbar's 
cautious reply was that this was in God's keeping. 
He endeavoured, however, to show that for may 
reasons it was impossible for him at that time to 
become a Christian. 

On Holy Saturday. April 2nd, Ruriolf called to 
\ )"iab the Emperor a happy Easter, and stayed up 
Very late talking with him. He asked a number 
of questions about the Resurrection, and begged 
to see tbe Christian prayers. He bade the 
Fatben to leave the pulilic inn and take up 
their abode within the vast enclosare of bis palace. 

The Fathen fitted up a chapel in their oew 
quarters IlS handsomely as they could, and plated 
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over the altar a copy of the Madonna of St. Luke, 
at St. Mary Major's, which had heen brought 
from Europe by Father Martin de Sylva , and 
which St. Pius V. had ;JIlowed St. Francis Borgia 
to have made. The Chri!>tians resident in the 
city used to come there to daily Mass. l Akbar, 
after three or four days, paid a visit to it. On 
entering, he was struck by the venerable picture . 
He first, in :Muhammadan fashion, made a 
profound reverence berore it; then, like a 
Christian, he removed his turban, and, with 
clasped hands, bent his knee; and lastly, pa id 
his homage as a Hindu by prostrating' himself 
all the ground . He said that God deserved the 
homage of all peoples, and therefore he paid this 
triple tribute. He then sat do\\n on cushions 
upon the floor and talked to the Fathers. He 
said that the Christian religion was without 

1 Colonel Cole macks in his plan of FJ.\o,bpur·Sikri, the house 
of Miriam, which tradition assigns to a Portuguese wife of 
Akbar. No su ... h person is menlioDc<.l hy cootemporary 
hislorims. The mother of the Emperor and another lady of his 
family bore the name of Miriam A {.weu painting of the Aooun. 
ciatiOD still adornstbe walls. Ma} no! the buildIng have been 
the hou~ assigned to Flle~se<.l Rudolf. and may not the room 
which the picture decorates h .. ve been hIS chapel 1 GuzmllP 
a.ya thst Akbar ordered pain!in~ !., be made of our Lord aitd 
Hia Bleseed Mother. as well as of otht:r saints He also lade 
hi. goldsmith to make a gold rc1iqllaT)' for the relics wbich the 
Fathers had brought wilh tbem. of the .ame shape a3 thei r poor 
reliquary of (.opper, with an image of our La.dy on either side 
Cf. "Akbar', felly," thl' AtDllllt. May. 11197. where there is a 
brilliant delCtiptioo or Fatehpllr·Sikri a3 it is The writer 
follows the ordinary ierend of the Em~ror's Christian wife. 
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doubt the best of all, and the life and miracles: 
of Christ perfectly supernatural. But how God 
could have a Son passed his com?rchension. He 
added that, of all religious, Muhammadanism 
was the worst. 

A week later, the Emperor came again to "isit 
the chapel, with his three sons, Salim, Murad, 
and Danyal. Salim, the eldest, was then a boy of 
ten,l and succeeded to his father's throne as the 
Emperor Jahangir. With them came a splendid 
staff, Mirza Abul Kasim, Akbar's cousin and one 
of the administrators of the Empire, two Com· 
manders-in-chief of his armies, and thc leading 
!-luUahs. Akbar bade his sons take off their 
shoes at the door, and he set them the exa:nple 
of paying due reverence to the holy picture. 
All expressed their admiration of it. When the 
Empcror turned to go, Blessed Rudolf offered 
him another Madonna, a work of art which Akbar 
bad especially admired and evidently wished to 
possess. He received it as a very precious gift, 
and had it hung in a place of honour in his rooms. 

Akbar confided his second 5011, Murad, to 
Father Montserrat, that he might teach him 
Portuguese and the Catholic faith. The boy, 
then only about nine years old, was known by 
his nickname of Pahari 2-a 11Io1mtaineer, because 
born at Fatehpur-Sikri. 

I He was borQ in 1.510. 
'A;~i.A~Nri. pp. 181-309- Aiegambe calli him BarbWI,. 

p. '7, '29, the PonlZguesc Fatepur. 
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The Emperor volunteered to build as man, 
churches in his kingdom. to the glory of Christ 
and His Blessed Mother, as the Fathers should 
desire. and he declared that they should be as 
splendid as possible. He gave as his reason that. 
while there were so many mosques for Mahomet. 
and so many pagodas for the Hinnu gods, the 
God of the Christians ought at least to have the 
same honour. Akbar promised also to erect a 
hospital for the sick and poor. a thing hitherto 
unknown in Pagan and Muhammadan India . 
The Emperor engaged to build and to endow 
the hospital at the cost of the State. l He EId· 
filled his promise in IS83, in so far that he 
erected two places outside the city wherein to 
feed the poor, and he entrusted them to the 
followers of Abul Fazl. his philosophel and friend. 
Several at the hospitals asked for Baptism. 

Abu! begged the Fathers ·to explain to him 
their doctrines, so that he might b~ able to 
answer the questions and the difficulties put to 
him by his master and by the. learned of the 
Court. The royal physician also sought for 
instructions. Akbar sent word by Abul Fazl to 
Blessed Rudolf th ... t he and his companions were 
quite at liberty to convert and baptize as many 
of his subjects as they cho~e, and that he would 
punish any onc who would dare to hinder them. 
The Fathers were soon (ull of work in preparing 

1 Gluman "1' that a hospital was let up at the cost of tIM 
I'ort!iplll. 
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catechumens, The Emperor, moreover, dis­
approved of any Christian abando:J.ing his faith, 
and when some prisoners, to regain their liberty, 
had become Muhammadans, and had repented of 
their crime, he ordered that they shou ld be 
allowed to return to Christian countries, where 
they could pr::ctis(' tbeir faith without let or 
hindrance, To one of these who wished to 
remain, he 110t only permitted the use of Euro­
pean dress and liberty of religion, but admitted 
him into his household, And when a Port'lguese 
who was in his service died, he allowe,! the 
Fathers to bury him with the full Catholic rite, 
and to bear him with cross and lighted candles 
through the streets o f the city. But though 
Akbar in theory granted complete toleraticn, 
nothing would induce him to make an open 
proclamation of this to his subjects, nor did 
Muhammadans dare to face the terrible sternness 
of Moslem law against a convert from the Kuran. 

Yet the Emperor went so far as to declare to 
Father Acquaviva, that if God called him to the 
Catholic faith, neither his sceptre, nor his SODS, 

nor his immense harem,1 would prevent him from 
leaving all and fleeing to Goa, under the pretext 
of going on pilgrimage to the Ganges, Norl so 
he pretended, was he as far as it might seem 

I Barloli $peaks ot bi' hundred wive$, Abul I-'ul, in AilIi­
Akb~" . xV P 44. tells of five tbouu.nd wO!'llea ill the Emperor', 
harem, But this probably inc1uoo the female ~tt &!HI 
slaves, 
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from doing this. But a step so grave, he urged, 
was not to be taken precipitately and without 
much reflection. He begged to be allowed to be 
present at Mass, and it was felt by the Fathers 
impossible to refuse his rcquest. Father Acqua· 
viva celebrated in his presence, with his usual 
deep devotion and with many tears. Rut the 
only resuft would seem to have been that Akbar 
complained: "You ate and drank, and you never 
invited me.'·l 

The first subject of argumerit at the public 
debates, as has been said, was as to whether the 
Bible or the Kuran 2 was divinely inspired. Then 
the discussion turned on the respective merits of 
our Blessed LOid ann of Mahomet. The holiness 
of Christ, born of a Virgin, alld !'potlcss in life, 
was contrasted with the acknowledged idolatry 
and vices of the Prophet in his early days. The 
nature of Heaven as taught by the Church, and of 
that fleshly and degraded ideal believed in by the 
Muhammadan were contrasted. The doctrine of 
the resurrection of the body, which Akbar himself 
disbelieved, and even the question of sufficiency 
and efficacy of grace, the Subject of such debate 
in Europe, were also argued out in this assembly. 

The disagreement of the Moslem doctors 
among themselves gave great force to Blessed 

~ Fathlll'de Souu, Or;el/te COIIIJ"idlldil. i d. ii. p. 271. 
t The Fatben came pcepared with " Portuguese translation 

of the Kun,n, which ena!lled them [rom the beginning to make 
objectiou.a to ia teachlll.g. lame, p. 507. 



74 AT THE COURT OF THE GRE.tT MOGUL. 

Rudolf's arguments. Two facts, which he 
especially pressed home, were that no prophecy 
of Mahomet's coming, of his doctrine, or of his 
redemption, could be found; while even the 
Kuran, in the presence of the cle;;r promises of 
the Old Law and the evidences of the New, had 
been forced to speak of our Lord as a Saint and 
a Prophet. Again, that the New Testament is 
perfectly in accord with the Old; while the 
Kuran. though it admits the Book of Moses and 
the Psalms of David, is in open discord with 
these portions of Scripture. But whether it was 
the murmurs of the Mullahs, the outspoken com· 
plaints of the Queen Mother, Hamida Begam, 
and of the ladies of the harem, or the mutterings 
of rebellion in the 'Vest, which were the echoes 
of Moslem discontent, the Emperor began to 
weary of the Fathers' teachings. Though some. 
times he was all attention and approved of 
everything that they said. at other times he would 
yawn or doze. not heeding, not even hearing 
what they said. As part of the audience, there 
were ever at hand skilled wrestlers and gladiators, 
tumblers and jugglers, and sweet singers ready at 
his beck to amuse His Majesty.l These, and a 
ceaseless round of pleasures of the tab~. of the 
harem, of the field. of the ring, cock.fighting. 
and combats between wild beasts and trained 
elephants. so occupied Akbar's mind that, if any 
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impression had ever been made, it was as quickly 
forgotten. 

The Emperor, in fact, made the impossible 
demand that the myzteries of the Blessed Trinity 
and of the Incarnation should be so clearly 
explained to him that he should be able to under· 
stand them. Blessed Rudolf was 35 lucid as 
could be, so that both Akbar and the Mullahs 
were obliged to own that there was nothing te> 
which they could object, but the monarch came 
no nearer to slAbmission to the faith. 

No wonder that such a bold teacher as Rudolfp 

among a people so attached to their religious 
idf!as. felt that his life was in peril. In a letter 
to Father General Mercurian, in which he records 
what has just been told, he Lonr:ludes with these 
words: 

"At the end ~{-this··fettcr I must tell your 
Paternity the greatest joy which I have here. 
It is that I am ncar mart)"rdom. For' we have 
confessed and have not denied, we have con­
fessed' that Mahomet is not the Prophet of God, 
and we have not denied that Christ is the Son 
of God. 

It FaMepur (sic), July 18, IS80. 
"Your Paternity's unworthy servant 

and least of sons, 
.. RUDOLF .bCQUAVIVA,"l 

1 Fac..imile in LtJ 8B. Mllrlyl$ d, Siliullt, Pierre S"U, S.J. 
p.1Q9. 
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To this Alegambe adds, appart::ntly from the 
same letter: .. \Ve have declared before the King 
and his whole Court that Mahomet is Antichrist. 
So nothing stands between us and death, save 
the life of the King. The heathens blite us too, 
because we have publicly condemned the long 
established practice of widows throwi ng them­
selves into the funeral pyre of their husbar.ds." 

In a letter of the l oth of Dcct!mber '"If the 
same year. addressed to Father Nunez Roddguez, 
the Rector of Goa, Blessed Rudolf writes: 

.. Fattipur (~ir). 
" My lettcr to Father Provincial will have told 

you what has been going on in our house ani 
abroad with regard to the King. In this I shall. 
only speak (If myself to you as to my Spiritual 
father.! YoU' know well how I longed for this 
mission, and how delighted I was when it was 
granted me. 'As we have heard, so we have 
seen.'2 That which I wished for I have been 
able to do, to bear witness before the kings and 
rulers of this world to the name of J esu'i Christ, 
with the hope of winning thus thp pnze of such 
a death as Holy Scripture calls preciotls ill the 
sight oj th, Lord. You rna\, be sure that many 
desire for us this death; but it is just as far off 
as is that of the King. Meantime, while it is 
deferred, there is no lack of thousands of oppor-

I The spiritual director of a communIty. 
, Psalm xlvii. 9. 
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tunities of suffering from :,., .. ithin and from without, 
so that sometimes I grow wcary of life. It has 
pleased God, the planner of this expedition, to 
give me, not that chalil;e which is called inebriat­
ing, but another which i!; a cup of strong wine 
full of lIIixture.1 Bllt we have 1Iot yet resisted Imto 
blood.1 

"Stili, I am so full of consolation that, if to 
my present joy were added that of being relieved 
from the burden of any superiority, which Holy 
Obedience has laid on me quite beyond my 
strength, then would my joy be full, If indeed 
one could rejoice in the midst of a wicked people, 
where our eyes behold nothing but sin, where out 
ears hear nothing but that hideous and heinous 
name of Mahomet. Nothing, Father, and I say 
it with tears, nothing strikes the air here but tflat 
diabolica1 name. Scarcely ever do we hear tbe 
most sweet name of Jesus. For the Moors only 
call Him Jesus-the Prophet, and say that He is 
not the Son of God; and I know no such Jesus, 
nor can I say else than Jesus-Son of God. And 
when,. I say this openly, and console myself by 
repeating, 'Christ Jesus, Son of God,' then all 
the suffering and sorrow of my soul is renewed. 
because one of the Muhamma.dans cries out, StIJ 
/twla'-' God forbid I' another closes his ears, a 

I Pwm I"'.;. .... g. ' HelH'eWl< ",ii. 4 . 
• y".,. AJt.ti fi,.·U.II. aD Arabic phrallll meaning. "I be( 

ior(i¥ODeM of God." 'tbMo Arabic reI.Igioul RDteACeS are" 
COIIIWItlr_pIored by Peniaa ud Indiau Mu1wDmad.an8, 
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third mocks, while another blasphemes. So, when 
1 get borne, I, with the handful of Christians who 
are with us, as in the ark of Noe, nay, the very 
walls can repeat nothing hut, 'Son of God, 
Son of God!' They seemed to reply, How 
~hllil we sillg the canticle of tlte Lord in a stl'm:ge 
ia,ul ? 1 

.. When we go to instruct the King, we find 
people engaged in that sad prayer, which the 
Muhammadans go through with such care, 
gravity, and reverence. It is all hypocrisy, 
but yet is wonderful, and we are forced to 
behuld the abomination of these whitened sppn!. 
chres. 

H In a word, Mahomet is everything ht-re. 
Antichrist reigns. In honour of this inferr::al 
monster they bend the knee, prostrate, lift up 
their hands, give alms, and do all they do. And 
we cannot speak out the truth lest, if we go too 
far, we endanger the life of the King. So we 
neither die, because they do not kill us, and yet 
we do not live, for Ollr zeal wears us out; or we 
live only by hope, though that is very uncertain 
whether it may not turn out rather evil than 
good. If our bope were like that of the souls 
in Purgatory, our joy would be like theirs, a 
certain expectation of the Blessing which in time 
t~ey will behold. Ours is a thoroughly uncertain 
outlook, as far as the King's conversion goes .. 

I Pwm cuxvi. 4. 
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.. Still, on the other hand. the Lord makes u!I 
realize that our labours are just as pleasing and 
acceptable to His Divine Majesty as if we were 
to obtain that for which we are striving, for 
God is a searcher of tlte reins and neart.1 The 
thought of this makes it seem to me, now and 
again, as it did to the Patriarch Jacob, but a few 
days, because of the greatlless of love; t for day and 
night we are toiling at a work of great service 
to God, the planting of His Faith in a barbarous 
nation, at such peril of our lives. And this is 
another source of consolation, having every".day 
to offer ourselves to death; and it really &!ems 
to me that every true son of the Society should 
envy us: for, in short, greater love than this 1lfj 

man hath, that a man lay dow/! M~ lift for liis 
jrimds;3 although as yet we cannot behold such 
love in ourselves, for we have not shed our blood. 
Still, we are in a place where God may grant us 
this. So I beg your Reverence, who has always 
loved me, to a.id me to thank God for the great 
favour which l owe to Him. 

II And as I have spoken of love, than which 
there is nothing so sweet, I will not distract you 
from the sweet enjoymcpt of it, and so I stop, 
recommending myself heartily to your Holy 
Sacrifices and prayers." 

I Wisdom I. 6. 1 Genesis x~ix . 20 

I 51. John xv. I~ . 
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A few lines from a letter of Rudolf to Lawrence 
Petri express in r~ tetms the high thoughts of 
the future martyr ~fI I cannot tell your Reverence 
the joy and consolation I feel in this mission. 
For in it are to be found all that a Religious of 
the Society can desire. There are work and 
woes, dangers and success, and, in fine, the hope 
of still better carrying out of our apostolate," 



~HAPTER VIII. 

THE LONE WATCH 

ISSI-I583· 

IN the early part of 1581, the Jesuit Provincial 
of Goa, who was on his way to make a visitation 
at Darnaun, in the northernmost part of his 
Province, wrote to Blessed Rudolf bidding Acqua­
viva to meet him with the two othcr "Fathers at 
that port, in order to give him fuller details of 
his work and of hiS hopes. Akbar at first con­
':.etl.ted t(J te.l the..m ~o, but a{(.er'N?.cd"" \,,\thdre'N hi." 
permission, except as regards Father Henriquez. 
Acquaviva was now so advanced in Persian that 
he DO longer required an interpreter. Besides 
which, as HenTlqucz was an Asiatic and a convert 
from Muhammadanism, that Father was an object 
of special aversion to the Mullah!f. In fact, when 
he left the Court on his long journey to Damaun. 
be was obliged to ' disguise himself to save his 
life. 

The year seemed to promise to be one of peace 
and of prosperity 1:> the Emperor, and he began 
at once to carry oct his schemes of unification 
and of toleration. He remitted all the inland 

G 
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tolls, as well as a capitation tax levied by the 
Afghan rulers on all non-Musalmans.l A number. 
however, of Amirs of Bihar and Bengal, who had 
been pressed to refund some illegal wealth, re­
belled against the Governor of the province. and 
put him to death. Akbar had to send a large 
army under Mirza Aziz, hie; trusted general, to 
suppress the insurrection. 

One of the frequEnt quarrels with the free 
lances of Goa. gentlemen who, like our Drake 
and Frobisher, had small respect for the rights 
of nations, gravely imperilled the position of the 
two Fathers at the Court of Akbar. A l;!.nriing 
had been made near Surat, by a body of Portu­
cuese adventurers, to revenge the loss of one o( 
their companions, who had met his death there 
when on a filibustering expedition. They were 
badly beaten by a detachment ot the 'Mogul's 
troops; and the fonowing year, 1582, he sent 
an army with elephants and a siege-train to 
attack Darnaun. A number of brave Portuguese: 
volunteers at once came to its rescue, and the: 
siege was raised.! 

Meantime a formidable insurrection bad broken 
out in Kabul, and Muhammad Hakim Mirza, the 
governor, a brother of Akbar, marched into India. 
towrest his crown from him. This doubtless made 
the Emperor all the more willing to come to 
terms with the Portuguese. The revolt ' in Bengal 

I Malleson. Akb4,. p. 126. 

1 Fuia '1 Sou~, A.sil! Porl/lf/US/I, t. iii. p . .5. 
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at once blazed out afresh. and Akba.r had t.o take 
instant measures to meet his various foes.. Hakim 
Mirza was already at LahO're, half-way to the 
capital, before Akbar had reached Panipat, some 
two hundred miles north of Fatehpur - Sikri. 
Akbar's army was, however, thrbe times as strong 
as that of the enemy. His rebel brother saw 
that all hope was gone, and began his retreat. 
A division of the Imperial army under Prince 
Murad pushed forward rapidly in pursuit, and 
won a complete victory.! Akbar followed his son. 
with an army as far as Kabul, and there pardoned 
and reinstated his brother. On his rettltn he 
stayed for some months in the Panjab and then 
marched to Lahore.! 

Blessed Rudolf had been anxIous to accompany 
the Emperor. But Akbar thought it well nut tn 
irritate the M"ahammadans in a moment of 
danger, and would only allow Father Montserrat 
to accompany him. as the tutor of his son, Murad. 
Acquaviva remained alone at Fatehpur. 

On Febrt:!ary 19th, I58r, Father Claud Acqua. 
viva was elected General of the Society of jesus 
as successor to Father Mercurian. The news 
reached his nephew if!. far-off Fatehpur. Sikri 
towards the dose of that ye.:lt. If the intelligence 
roused, as naturally it would, any feelings in the 
well-schooled heart of Blessed Rudolf, no sign 
or them transpired. When the time came round 

~ Malle&O!l, .,ib,w,. p. 127 . 
.. Angelini, p. 86 ; and Malleson, as above. 
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to send his official letters to the General, he 
\\Tote just as he had done to his uncle's pre· 
decessor. He prefixed no preface, he did not 
even pay the compliments at its close, customary 
when writing either to friend CIT to stranser, not 
a word expressing plcvsurc, regret. or complaint. 
There was no allusion to Father Claud's election, 
nor any mention of t~e weariness and apparent 
fruitlessness of his own star. And this was all 
the morc noteworthy uc<.:ausc, in giving a full 
account of affairs, he lays very clearly before the 
General the reasons why he should contim.:e at 
his post. He had so often spoken of hie; wish 
for martyrdom that he perhaps thought it useiess 
to repeat his desire. l Father Claud. in reply to 
this and to former letters of Blessed Rudolf to 
Father Mercurian, wrote to congratulate his 
nephew on his hopes and on the careful pre­
paration he was making' for death, assuring him 
that he would gladly change places with him. 
The General insisted very strongly again and 
again that his nephew must not leave: until forced 
by the Emperor. But before this letter reached 
our Saint, he ha d been recalled to Goa. 

The departure of Akbar for the seat or war 
caused Blessed I{udolf to lead a hermit's life in 
the almost deserted Court of Fatehpur-Sikri. He 

I In a. pre\·ious letter he had So'\ld· "I am \.«y _II and 
happy,living by obedience in a wicked nation, where there i, • 
chance of martyrdom. because of the haired all bear 1-0 ulO,ll 
my sins "''ere 001 I. hindrance. We have npt 0.3 yet leit. thi. 
country ." 
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redoubled his fasts and watchings, and often 
spent the whole night in meditation on the roof 
of his house. H is short rest was taken in a 
hammock. His trequcnt scourgings, which he 
did his best to conceal, were noted by his ever 
observant neighbours. Prince Salim, hearing the 
noise of constant blows, feared lest snme one 
was being assaulted, and following the sound 
came to the bed-room of the Fat her. As soon 
as Rudolf had admitted the Prince, he saw the 
fresh blood 0:1 the Roor. Acquaviva tried to 
ward off an answer to his inquiries with a graceful 
smile. ~rhen, some years after, Father Jerome" 
Xavier arrived at L'lhore, he tells us how Salim, 
then Emperor, loved to relate the ~tory to his 
courtiers, and how he used to (""claim : "\Vhat 
a man l what a man he was! " 1 

Father Acqc..·.:rdv.i. '5 on};,' recreation was to wll}k 
about the house humming to himself some passage 
of Holy Scripture or sou!c verse of the Psalms. 
Hi ll- chief employment was the careful study of 
Persian and of the Kuran, both of which he 
mastered 50 well that he could quote the book 
with a wondt:rful readiness. If he had followed 
his own impulse, he would have gone out into 
the squares and openly preached the faith of 
Christ, bt:t every reason was against this. How­
ever, when perchance he did go out into the city, 
all. high and low, even the very street·boys, would 
follow him and shout after hiOl. .. We are hated 

1 Alepmbe, pp. ]0, 4r. Letter of July 26. J.5g8. 
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and despised by every one," wrote Rudolf to his 
uncle. .. They threaten us with their swords. 
We are the reproach and the scorn of the mob. 
They gather round about us and kok at us as if 
we were monsters. They call us black devils 
and Kafits, that is, men without God or religion. 
Then they pelt us with filth. But all this seems 
as nothing, for u'e /za'Jt !lot 11$ yet resisted flllio 
blood." 1 

In another letter to the General, in the April 
of 1582, Blessed Rudolf gives fresh reasons wby 
he shollid stay on : 

.. First, because the King gives us greater hopes 
tban ever for the futurc, is anxious to learn the 
law of God, and treats us more kindly than before, 
and. tbough there are difficulties, still he proves 
his affc .. tion to us. It is impoosible to express 
kow great are his rove and familiarity towards us • 

.. Secondly. we hope that the King's second 
son, called Pahari,! who is learning Portuguese 
and our boly faith, and who shows great affection 
towards us, will really profit by it, because be is 
naturally of a good disposition, and has great 
talent . 

.. Thirdly, because we have found a new race 
of Pagans, called Bottan, who live beyond Labore, 

I Bartoli, x. p. ':l. A\eI:&mbe says that they were ca1Ied 
Wad: devi1& bKaUM of the o;olouf of their dreu, ud " tamaaa.." 
But tbl. wt meant menJly Afllliri, "VoIbat a ."ht I" S_III. 
p. 34. 1.8. 

l Swjrw. p. 70. 
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across the Indus, and they are very well inclined 
and devoted to good works. They are white men, 
and there are no Muhammadans amongst them. 
We hope, then, that if two fervent and apostolic 
Fathers were sent there, a great harvcst would 
be gathered in among the other Gentiles. 1 

II Fourthly, because there is here an old man, 
the father of the King's secrefary, in whom he 
confides in matters of th e law. He has left the 
world, and gives signs of great virtue. He is 
very de"oted to the contemplation of Divine 
things, and so seems disposed to receive the light 
of faith. He is extremely friendly to us, and 
anxious to hear of our religion. and we have been 
already st:vcral times at his house for this reason • 

.. Fifthly, because where we are is the true and 
real India. And this kingdom is like tho:.' stair 
whence you can go to e~"C"ry other portion of it, 
and to many parts of Asia. and now that the 
Society bas got a footing here, and is regarded 
with such kindness by so great a King, and by his 
sons, it does not seem right to leave it without 
trying every means in our power to begin the 
conversion of the mainland of India, for hitherto 
we have done nothiag except on the coast.'" 

In the beginning of AUb"lst. 1582,S the victoricus 
Emperor reached the Indu:> on his return hon:e~ 

1 Father Jerome Xa~'ier met with grea.! success in the Punjiob . 
• Bartoli, Miuie," II/ Grall Megor, p. 'r: . 
• T~i .UbM.·, Elliot, voL v., quot ing Dadiouul, vol. ii. 

P·195· 
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wards. He had sent message after message to 
Bles~~ Rudolf, begging him not to think it too 
great $l burthen to give him the pleasure of his 
society, and the benefit of his conveIsation. The 
Father started on the long and tedious journey. 
He wrote, however, beCore setting out, a letter to 
bis old friend, Father MJthael di Loreto: 

"I am pretty well. Yet my heart is cold in its 
love for God. But He favours me with good 
desires, and pours out such favours on me in this 
place, that if my whole life werc spent in thanking 
Him, I should not h~ve paid the hundredth part. 
There are plenty of chances of advancing in 
virtue, because here we arc h."tcd by every one, 
they all load me with contumely, and make a 
mock of mt:;, They threaten me with their 
swords, and, in a word, 'we are made ... as 
the off.scouring of all even until llOW.' 1 Beg our 
L0rJ that 1 may make good use of this for my 
progress in virtue. The King is t:ngaged in a war 
with his brother 011 the banks of the Indus. He 
has just summoned me to him, and very likely I 
shall leave on the day after to·morrow.'·i 

It ic; easy to understand how glad the two 
Fathers, Acquaviva and Montserrat, W011ld have 
been to meet each other again, and to have 
facility for confession, of which they had been so 
long deprived. Blessed Rudolf, however, broke 
down before the journey was half over, and fell 
dangerously ill. He was without a friend, without 

I 1 Cor. h'. I). • Angelini, P 9<+. 
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a doctor, without medicine, and surrounded by 
many who would have rejoiced at his death. He • loved to sing to himself those touching }'lords, 
II To Thee is the poor man left, Thou wilt be a 
helper to the orphan." 1 The fever brought bim 
to death's door, but he ralht:cl, and was able to 
continue his journey. He reached Lahore a few 
days before the arrival of Akbar, who entered 
that city on the last day of Ramazan, October 
the 29th, and who received Blessed Rudolf with 
all possible c:teem and affection. 

On the srd of November, the Emperor reached 
Delhi, where he was welcomed by his mother, 
and by his third son, Prince Danyal. Nine days 
later, the triumphant Sovereign arrived at 
Fatehpur.Sikri. The defeat of his rivals enabled 
Akbar at length to put into execution his scheme 
of the new religion, of which he was to be the 
Supreme Head, Infallible Teacher, and, to the 
common herd at least, Supreme God.2 It was as 
short.lived as the State rellgion of Henry V1Il., 
and died out with the death of its founder.3 

But other events occupied the active mind of 
the great Emperor. In 1580, on the death of 
Henry, the Cardinal Sovereign of Portugal, 

I Psalm .. 14 

• The form ula of the DivlIle falth. tbe new ec1eclic creed, WIL5 
.. A1&hu Akbar" Thil was mtenuonally ambiguou., as it mlIy 
mean, •. God i. greal." or .. Akbar is God." See Auu·,tkba", 
p. J66, n . ;I . 

J I~d. p. U;I. 
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Philip II., by the sword of Alva, took possession 
of that kingdom. and in 1581 was recognized as 
its ruler by the assembled estates of the Crown. 
Akbar determined to send a solemn embassy to 
the great monarch. His representative was also 
to wait on the Sovereign Pontiff, and on the 
General of the Society of 1 esus, the uncle of the 
Emperor's friend. The project seemed. like so 
many others, a mere dream of the conqueror. 
But very soon it was evident that his hopes were 
to be realized. Akbar would not part with Blessed 
Rudolf, but scnt Father Montserrat, with secret 
instructions, to accompany the embassage to 
Europe. These instructions were to furnish the 
Holy Father with such information as would 
further the introduction of Christianity into the 
states of the MoguLt The embassy took its 
departure in the beginning of August, IS8I, 
and reached Goa in the spring of I852.' How­
eyer, it got no further than Goa. The Viceroy 
did not wish that it should sail that year, and the 
rumour of the death of the King made the 
Mogul's Ambassador return in haste to Fatehpur, 
leaving Montserrat behind. Father Acquaviva 
was thus again without the solace of a companion. 
The young prince, Murad, was transferred to his 
care. 

I BaTtoli, MiniM'" p . . n But Alepmbe sa.Y5 the Ambas­
sador's instructions were merely to pay Akbar'. respects to tbe 
Pope. to King Philip, ud the Father Gcnenl_ 

, AIIIeliDI, p. 93· 
~-.. lA., 11" - ~(v. 
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" 
Intoxicated with success, and fun of his new 

scheme of a composite religion, Akbar showed 
now little sign of becoming a Christian. Through 
Abul Ful, Bles!'ied Rudolf asked the Emperor 
whether or no he wished to hear any more 
instructions in the faith, as otherwise it was mere 
loss of time for the Father to rema.in in his 
dominions? 

In answer to this, Acquaviva was summoned to 
the royal presence; but again the conversation 
turned merely on general topics. However, Father 
Rudolf urged the question which was uppermost 
in his mind. To turn off the unwelcome inquiry, 
Akbar urged the Father to put his belief to the 
test, and to accept the challenge of one of his 
bitterest opponents.t 

As the Sovereign carefully but steadIly advanced 
his scheme of religious reform, the rage of the 
Moslems was all the more centred on Blessed 
Rudolf. Driven into a corner by the force of his 
arguments, one of the most famous of the 
Muhammadans, Shaikh Kutbuddin, had dared to 
propose that a great fire should be kindled in the 
presence of Akbar, and that he and Father 
Rudolf should entcr together, Rudolf witb the 
Bible, and the MuhamtDadan with his Kuran, 
.. and if oce of us gets through it safely," he 
argued, "this wil\ prove the truth of his creed." 

The fire was lit. and the Shaikh pulled Acqua· 
viva by his cassock, saying, H Come, in the name 

1 GUZmatl . 
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of God! "1 Rudolfs first idea was to accept the 
challenge; but on second thoughts, he saw that 
he had no right to tempt God, and tbat the truth 
had no need of such a proof, as it had been 
already demonstrated to the futl. But for fear 
lest his refusal should seem a victory for the 
adversaries of tb e faith , not however until he 
had sought counsel in pr<lycr, he determ:ned to 
show clearly that fear had no part in his declining 
the ordeal. In the midst of an audience with 
Akbar, in presence of his whole Court and of the 
learned litigants, he explained the motives of his 
refusal. It was death to speak against Mahomet, 
and even though the Emperor might wish to 
protect him, Rudolf knew that every true Musal· 
man would glory in taking the life of a blasphemer. 
Accordingly, hI" openly declared that the Prophet 
was an impostor and a liar, while Jeslls Christ 
was the true Son of God, nor WitS there iJlry other 
llame givm IIIlder HeatJC1t in which hope could be 
placed. This protest fully satisfied the Sovereign 
as to the courage of Acquaviva. 

It was then that Akbar sent , a few day~ after, 
to beg Blessed Rudolf to accept the challenge. 
He added that he would take care that the Mullah, 
whom he hated for his wicked life, should enter 
the fire first, as he had been the one to make the 
proposal; but that on his death he would prevent 

, B.tIaum, it p. 299, v Ai"i-Akbli"i , p. 1\11 . He state. tbat It 
took place about tbe end of 1581. 
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Acquaviva from following him.l The Father very 
plainly told Akbar he could have no hand in such 
a plot.1 The Emperor, however, banished the 
Shaikh with a numbcr of other fakirs. 

Akbar would seem to have had enough of 
disputation on religious tOPIC.!'. However. he 
tonsented to summon an assembly for thc coming 
Saturday. But when the day arrived he made an 
excuse for not appearing. but allowed the dis· 
cussion to go on without him. For all that. hc 
regretted having' in any way broken his word. 
and he appointed a fresh debate for the folJowiJlg 
Monday. The hall was full. as the Emperor 
brought a very large number of Mullahs and 
the great dlgniLaries of his Court. Rudolf 
argued witb such success as to si}"'llcc his advcr­
saries, and Akbar himself had to intcrfere, <'nd 
every now and toen, in a oal(.joking way, make 
some defence of the badly beaten Moslems. 

Nor did Father Rudol( confine his refutation 
to the errors of Mahomet, but spoke just as 
plainly of the doctrines and practil:cs of the 

1 Badauni, as above, 
I Ailli.Altba,i, and .AJe,l(ambc, cited in the S"mm" p 25-

Bernier, Lett" <l lIf, de /" At, 'lr, Engl;$h etlit, London, ISgI, 
p, 288, howeve!', tells a sccond_h."lld story thaI he had from a 
Muhammadar., how Akbar's $On and h~;r, Jahangir, i'1 "drunken 
fit, proposed to a Florentine Pl Jesuit Father to finish the con· 
troversy betwccn the Jesuits and the Mullahs by the ordea.! of 
fire, and bow the Father accepted, but the au\'ersarics were $0 

alarmed that the Emperor did not ins;,!. Catrou, HjJ/ciu do/a 
DyuJtr, M()golll, Paris, '7'5, says it Wrul Father J oseph D'AcoBta 
who propooed thi. test cO Jahangir, 
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Hindus. The Emperor, on his return to Fateh. 
pur, had invited Blessed Rudolf to be present at 
a suttee, the burning of a widow on the death. 
pyre of her deceased husband . Acquaviva again 
boldly condemned this self-slaughter, and told 
Akbar that he himself was guilty of the crime 
in allowing it. His courage in speaking thus 
gained him credit among many. but the Hindus 
were furious at his endeavour to interfere with a 
practice so bound up with their social life. In 
the beginning of 1586, the Emperor forbade 
polygamy and allowed widows to re-marry. He 
did not, however, absolutely forbid suttee, though 
be wished it not to be practised in the case of a 
ehild_widow. 

Akbar evidently began to fear that in their 
desperation the Moslems would try to kill the 
Father, and he offered him an escort. Acquavhoa, 
however. while thanking him, firmly declined the 
offer. He reminded his Majesty that he had 
already refused to allow the Viceroy of Goa to 
demand hostages for his safety and for that of 
his companions, as he deemed it a glory to lay 
down his life for Christ. To accept a guard 
would have seemed to rob him of that glory and 
to show distrust in God. Akbar insisted, for he 
had given his word for the Father's safety. and 
he did not wish to lose his teacher. However, 
Blessed Rudolf maintained his opinion, and the 
Emperor told his Court of his heroic words and 
courage. 
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One thought ever filled the Martyr's heart­

the conversion of Akbar. For this he poured 
out his prayers and tears, for this he constantly 
offered the Holy Mass. He urged the Emperor 
to prepare his heart for this grace, by abstaining 
from crime and by kindness to thf.' poor. It was 
this year, 1583, that the two homes for the poor 
were built and entrusted to the followers of Abu) 
Fazl. l Rudolf even induced Akbar to fast, a 
practice familiar enough to a follower of Mahomet. 
But the Emperor consoled himself with im· 
moderate drink, a vice to which two of his sons 
afterwards fell victims.2 

ThE' account of Blessed Rudolf's inner life at 
this time is fortunately preserved for us, as on 
bis return to Goa he unveiled hl~ past to one 
whom be trusted as his spiritual guide, probably 
Father Nunez Rodriguez. This" manifestation 
of conscience" bis director, after his martyrdom, 
consigned to wntmg. .. Father Rudolf:' says 
Nuftez, •• for the three years he spent at the 
Court of the Mogul, and especially for the last, 
when he was alone, led the life of a hermit. 
His food was very scanty and badly cooked, and 
be fasted some days every week. The hair.shirt, 
disciplines, and every sort d unusual method of 
penance and se!f.infticted suffering were ever 

I See p. 7I. One was for the Hindu8, tbe other for tbe 
)fDbanunadan.. A tbird was built for tbe Jocia, or HindU 
ucetia. Badaunl. P. l~., A.j"i·A.~k,i . 

• A.I"j·AAbarl, p. 30') ; cl. Alepmbe. pp. 34, (4. 
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employed by him. His study wa'i chiefly the 
Holy Scriptures. The rest of his time, for he 
never left his house save when summoned to 
Court, he devoted partly to perfecting himself in 
Persian, and partly to prayer. He used always 
to spend the greater portion of the day united with 
God; but when he was living alone, this union 
was almost uninterrupted. On most nights he 
devoted the hours from sunset to sunrise in 
prayer, so that when he returned to Goa, he 
did not seem to have come back from a Court 
or from a heathen anJ Muhammadan land, but 
from the novicesh ip or from a retreat. The 
weariness, the illnesses, the perils of death, the 
sufferings he bore were excessive, and served 2.S 

a preparation for martyrdom. Still, if his tria13 
were great, 50 too were the consolations which 
God gave to his soul, and in fact far greater, 
especially in this last year of his solitude, in 
which he used to say he lived in accordance witb 
his own tastes; nor could he speak of it without 
breaking down into tears." 

His letters to Goa breathed his saintly spirit 
and roused aU to emulate his devotion. But this 
life, "so much to his taste," did not shut bis 
eyes to the fact, which was becoming every day 
more clear, that the Emperor had, in spite of 
all his fair promi~es, no intention of becoming a 
Christian. 

Rudolf inquired one day of Abut Fazl why 
Akbar, who evidently was not prepared to become 
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a Christian, wished him to stay any longer at 
Court. The Emperor told his counsellor frankly 
that he loved to see around him the learned of 
every race, and especially one whose teaching he 
so much admired. This Abul Fazl reported to 
Father Acqt:aviva, and assured him that he had 
seen his Sovereign, the very day before, place the 
Bible with all reverence on his head, an honour 
which he had never paid to a copy of the Kuran 
that he had just received, although it was far 
more richly aod elegantly bound. However, this 
did not blind our Saint to the real state of the 
Emperor's views. 

A Jettel of the Saint to the Provincial of Goa, 
hitherto unpublished, thro ...... :: interesting light on 
his thoughts and surroundings at thiS time . 

01-
"Very Reverend Father in Christ,-From my 

other letters your Reverence will have learnt how 
an educated man called M. X., whom Father 
Montseratt calls by another name, Doctor Imper­
bicado,l h&.d told me that he wished to become 
a Christian, how the affair became known, and 
how when the King knew of it, he gave him 
permission to do so. But from what I under­
stand from him, he never inte,?-ded to become a 
Christian here. but if he ever does become one, 
he intends to do so in Christian territory. And 
it happened that the King, during those intrigues 

Evidelltly a J1idmamo. 

H 
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about Dominic Pires. molt imprudently told 
every onc that he (M. X.1) wisbed to become 
a Christian, for, by nature, Dominic can keep 
nothing to himself, altbough, when excusing 
himself to me, he said he did it for the edifi. 
cation there would be when it was known that 
a man so hono[ured in the l ] sect---;;asta-of 
Mahomet wished to be a Christian. I thiak 
that he (M. X. 1) was very much annoyed at" the 
publication, although he dissembled, and has not 
ceased to be friendly with me as before. I ':lid 
not write more about this man to your Reverence. 
because I doubt very much if he has a true call 
or not, and there are some things about him 
which do not please me. Time will show us 
what hope we may entertain in his regard. 

"A few days after we had had those troubles 
with the King on account of Dominic Pires, there 
anivcd a captain of eminence from Bengal, a mao 
very learned in the sect of the Sufis (Sofis) , who 
knows also something about philosophy. The 
King called me and told me privately to converse 
with that learned man, for perhaps it might 
happen that he would become a Cbristilln. And 
he afterwards summoned him, and said to him: 
• This is [?] the padre of whom I spoke. Con­
verse with him.' And he did converse with me 
very frequently, and showed hi~lf very ready 
to agree on points of doctrine, as all the Su1ls 
do, but as for the rest-non credo Ch"istv", iUis 

1 MS. damaged in tni' place 
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-I do not trust Christ to them, for most of them 
are deceivers. May ou r Lord convert them! 

"The King keeps this Court in a great state of 
embarrassment with the novelties he introduces 
every day in it. For, <lmong other things, he 
seems to pay much reverence: to God's creatures, 
such as the sun and the moon. And from 
Saturday evening to the end of Sunday he does 
not eat flesh.meat, and I am credibly informed 
that many heathens here do this, on account of 
a superstition that it is a day of . .. 1 Not on ly 
does he not eat flesh.meat, but on most occasions 
he does not allOlv (beasts] to b:! slaughtered in 
the bazaar, so that consequently we are generally 
Dot able to get meat on Sunday. Besides this, 
three days after having begun his Lent, he insti· 
tuted a new El.stcr, which they call I1l erjan : 
and he ordered that on that day all the captains 
should dress in festal attire, and there was native 
music (tangeres) and dancing (bailarts). I asked 
the King's astrologers, and they told me t hat it 
was a feast which the ancient Kings of Persia, 
who worshipped fire, used to celebrate. The 
Muhammadans were much scandalized, although 
no one dared not to imitate him, because they 
do not yet understand, whether he does these 
and similar things because he likes them, or 
merely to try"'how far he can go with his 
isubjects], r reaUy cannot quite understand him, 
in' he treats us with great familiarity, and does 

I MS. dama3"cd bere. 
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not (cease) inquiring about things regarding 
the faith, as he has done all this wmter, most 
minutely, &c. And, on the other hand, it seems 
that he is embarrassed by other things, although 
he confessed to me one day that he was so 
bewildered as not to know how to dc~ermine 
what is the truth . 

.. Another heathen festival took place the day 
before yesterday, at which the King assisted with 
more solemnity than in other years. And I can 
see in this Court that (cursed ])1 Allah is well 
obeyed. Kings make laws as they choose. If 
he should desire to take God's Law . it 
seems to me that his wisdom would be his 
salvation (?) • 

.. On Tuesday, the 24th of September, the 
King came towards evening to be present at the 
marriage of Dominic Pires in our chapel. He 
invited himself. Vve adorned the chapel very 
nicely for him, and I bad three devices (enigmas) 
of his honours painted for him, and Dominic 
Pires ordered a banquet to be prepared for him 
in the Portuguese style here in our house. The 
.King was pleased with everything, and showed 
me great affection for having given him the best 
reception possible. In the discourse at the 
wedding to the married couple, as the woman 
did not understand Persian, the King was pleased 
to be interpreter, and explained to her in the 
vernacular what I said in Persian. The KiDg 

I MS. damaged. 
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stayed at our house till nearly eight o'clock 
at night. H e was delighted to bring with him 
his principal captains, both Muhammadans and 
heathens; and one of the heathens, who is 
Governor of these realms, was much aston ished, 
and made a profound reverence in the chapel. 
The three sons of the King were also present, 
and dined in the house, as well as some of the 
chief Muhammadan c:J.ptains, whom the King 
ordered [to come] . 

« I have no marc ncws to write at present, 
except to propose to your Reverence and to ask 
you the following things : first, that if it seems 
good to your Reverence that I should not be 
here at all , your Revere-nee ,,·ould seek some way 
out of the difficulty, for the h.ing- takes no notice 
of my asking leave of him lto depart), aud it 
only serves to exasperate him the more. Your 
Reverence well knows about me that I am 
indifferent; and my indifference only grows more 
complete, <I.S I am in suspense, and do not know 
what God wishes for [?] my mission . 

.. The second thing is to ask your Reverence 
to write to me your opinion about erecting a 
church, which the Kirle;- said he wished built here, 
if you have not as yet signified to me you r wishes 
by another letter . 

.. The third- 15 that your Reverence will have 
the charity to write to me how 1 ought to deal 
with the King, for [ fear that he and some of his 
people would like to make use of me to approve 
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the Law of Muhammad, and (at the same 
time) take such things as please them from the: 
Sacred Scriptures for some end which is in nc) 
way in favour of our faith; fo r persons are not 
wanti ng who believe that onc day (or other) the 
King will come out with some novelty. 

"The fou rth is to beg' yo ur Reverence to give 
me a general permission, whenever convenient 
and when I may have opportunity and pcrmi3siOl) 
from the King, t o 1;0 t o sec your Reverence :It 
Damaun, or at any oth er place you order; £Of 
I have many things to communicate to you about 
this mission, which I have discovered ~ince ! 
learnt the languag0., and I am discovering morC 
every day. Much prudence , counsel, and con~ 

sideral ian therefore are needed if we are to treat 
the affairs of this mission as they should be 
treated. And it may be that I shall not want 
for something to put my hand to, if after having 
laid all before your Revc:rence and taken your 
counsel and orders, we begin this mission witb 
new strength in the Lord (spirilu), even thougb 
this wicked sect should not cease to raise 8.S great 
difficulties as ever. 

" And now I will propose a plan which occurS 
to me, namely, to have at Goa a Seminary oCthe: 
Persian language for the Muhammadans, and of 
Hindustani for the heathens, for boys, both soolS 
of heathens and of Muhammadans, who are there, 
and also Cor those who could be sent to it from 
here. This seems to me the only plan, as the 
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King publicly states that he wishes that in his 
territories every person may follow the religion 
which each prefers. And so I will conclude. 
begging your Reverence's blessing and the Holy 
Sacrifices and prayers of yourself and of all. 

"At Futepur (sic) to-day, the 27th of Sep­
tember, 1582. 

"Since the King in his firman wrote to yout' 
Reverence that you would learn from me the 
re3.S(ln why he did not remove from their posts 
the neighbouring captains who are hostile, I 
'write to you what the King himself said to me, 
namely, lest they should think they have been 
deprived of their positions} on religious grounds, 
but that he will discover some other fault for 
which he will remove them, and he is already 
preparing the way to remove Calich, as I mysel£ 
have seen. As yet I do not know what he will do. 

"The day before yesterday news arrived of the 
capture of the men of war of the .... ! up to 
now spoken of it, but at this very hour, while 
I write. the Queen, the mother of the King, sends 
to call me . 

.. Your Reverence's servant in Christ, 

I MS. dalJl.aged here. 
I MS. damaged here. 

.. RODOLFO." 3 

I Tbe leHer. whICh i. lu the British Museum. Add. MSS. 
91154. pp .• -4. is elI.doraed: "To the VtIf'Y Reverend FatD.f 
tn Chrilt ... {Ms.. damaged hlmlJ. Father Ruj VICllllte. 
Provioci&l of the Society o( Jesus 111 Ihis put ... [MS. 
dam.god bere] India." See Appendix. A. 
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The Provincial was becoming- anxious to recall 
Blessed Rudolf, partly on account of his failing 
health, broken down by constant illness, and 
partly because he himst:lffelt that his stay was of no 
avail. As an excuse, Vicente urged that it was abso~ 
lutely necessary that Acquaviva should accompany 
the proposed emuas.:;y to Europe. Akbar declared 
at once that he would nther give up the icea of 
an embassy than lese one he so much loved: and 
from whom he had learned 50 much. However. 
as he declared that he would not prevent Rudolf 
from leaving , that Pather came the following day 
to urge his request. He assured the Emperot 
that other Fathers would be sent in his place, 
and that he would leave behind him the books 
,lid pictures which the Sovereign so muc h valued. 
The Emperor replied that the new-comers must 
arrive before he left, so that he might judge fot 
himst!lf if they would meet with his approval. 
]f they did so, he would not retain Rudolf; but 
he declared again, before all his Court, that he 
never would give him up willingly. So much had 
our Beato won all hearts, that he was looked 
upon, except by a few of the Muhammadans, a5 

a prophet and a saint, and Akbar was st1:Cngly 
urged to retain him. When the Father triedJ;o 
induce one of his bitterest foes to use his influenctl 
to get him expelled the Court, the Mullah posi .. 
tively refused. Acquaviva wrote accordinglf to tbtl 
Provincial: "As you do not wish me to leave at 
the King's displeasure, and as I canDot do tbil 
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without grievously offending him, I feel there is 
no good trying. However, Father, I do not think 
I am of any use here, nor am I necessary for the 
embassy to Europe. Hut 1 do not wish to be 
here more than anywhere else. My resolution is 
to do God's will, and I know lor r.ertain I can 
learn what is His will from you alone. As r have 
pitched my tent here at your orders, so will I 
shift it whithersoever you desire." 

As the pretext of the journey to Europe had 
failed, the Provincial saw only one means of 
bringing Blessed Rudolf away from the Court of 
the Mogul. He ordered him to avail himself 
of the Emperor's promise that he would not 
detain him by force. 

At a fresh audience, the Father laid his Supe. 
dar's commands before Akbar. As Acquaviva 
was determined to leave, he gave his consent on 
the condition that he would return as soon as his 
Superiors allowed him to do so, or, if unable, 
would despatch other Fathers in his place. The 
Emperor sent to his lodgings a magnificent 
present of g01d and jewels, to the value of several 
thousands of pounds. Acquaviva accepted what 
was barely enough to p&.y his travelling expenses, 
an4 sent back the remainder, with the mf'ssage 
that he wished to return to Goa as poor as he 
came. One favour, however, he ventured to ask. 
The .Begam, Hamidah Banu, the mother · of 
Akbar, had in her household, among her other 
slaves, a Russian from Moscow, with his Polish 
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wife and their two children, whose faith and 
morals alike were in the gravest peril. These 
four be begged to be allowed to take with him to 
Goa. The Begam, who was no friend of the 
Farallgi and inlldcl Padres, was most unwilling to 
give up these slaves, specially prized, no doubt, 
because brought from afar. But Akbar would 
refuse nothing to Blessed Hudalf. And so, upon 
his departure, the Father carried them off in 
triumph. The hatred of the Muhammadans, and 
the perils of robbers, made the journey one of 
great danger. The party arrived at Goa in the 
May of 1583. 

The Fathers in that city had well·nigh given 
up all hopes of ever seeing Father Acquaviva 
again. A fresh attack of fever, or a whim of 
the Emperor, or the fury of the mob, might so 
easily have taken away his life in the faT·off 
Fatehpur-Sikri. Besides Akbar, whose will was 
law, had absolutely refused to allow him to leave. 
The del ight of the Jesuits at having him once 
more amongst them was great in proportion to 
their past fears. He came to them as Que who 
had risen from the dead. They listened with the 
deepest interest to his account of the Mogul 
Court, and of the vast harvest of souls awaiting 
the sickle in the immense Empire of Northern 
India. 

At Goa, as elsewhere, the sweet and absorbed 
look of Blessed Rudolf, his innocence and gentle~ 
ness, won him the name of the Angel. His 
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example and his words were a great help to the 
large community of St. Paul's. On the feast of 
the two Apostles, June 29th, there was a solemn 
renewal of vows, and Father Acquaviva was 
requested to deliver the usual sermon, and this 
he did to the great profit and delight of all. He 
had prepared himself for the renewal by opening 
out, as has been said, all the deepest secrets of 
his heart to his Provincial, telling him all that 
had passed in his soul during those three years 
far away from c0mmunity life, and in the midst 
of the brilliant and luxurious Court of Akbar. 
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example and his words were a great help to the 
large community of St. Paul's. On the feast of 
the twa Apostles, June 29th, there was a solemn 
renewal of vows, nnd Father Acquaviva was 
requested to deliver the usual sermon, and this 
he did to the great profit and delight of all. He 
had prepared himself for the renewal by opening 
out, as has been said, all the deepest secrets of 
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they were driven back, the nearness of the enemy 
gave little promise of stable peace to the Portu­
guese. 

Salsette runs south-ea~l for about five leagues, 
from the promontory of Monnugao, including the 
commune of Cuneo lim. Its greatest breadth is only 
two leagues. The whole contains some hundred 
and two square miles. l A small river, called the 
Rio de Sal-Salt River-runs southward, and 
flows into the Indian Ocean at the extreme limit 
of Salsette. It dIvides the country into two parts. 
The territory is separated from Goa and from 
what was then part of the Kingdom of Bijapur, 
on the north, by an estuary; but it has no natural 
protection on the eastern and southern frontiers. 
Save some uplands in the north, the district 
consists of plains. rich with rice-fields and palm­
groves. Each vjlJage has its own government, as 
is the case in most parts of India. 

It was only in I560 that the Jesuit Fathers 
were able to preach in Salsette, where there seem 
to have been already some thousand Christians 
a.mong the native population. 'The first Mass 
was said in a little hut at Cortalim, by Father 
Peter Mascarenhas, on the first day of May· in 

I Foaaeca. Hi.rt.w>.:al Silteh oj Go,. p. I. Bombay. IS,S! See 
map. 

I FraDclI dll Souza, Orinlll COIf"istfido. t. I. c.l. d. n. 161. It 
..... the V1ccro,. Couta#Uno do Braganlil, who committed 
Sa1Iettli to tM care of thll SOdoty. Father Peter MucarOllbu, 
.... r-n of la.bav ud peril, dlcd of poison at tht haAdI of 
die pIIIUI 01 Holcoca. PatripaDi, Jall. 7. 
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that year. The Hindus, of whom a large pro­
portion were Brahmans, deeply resented both 
the erection of Catholic churches in their midst 
and any attempt at conversion. Again and aga in 
they at~cked the missioners and their followers. 
Six years later, 1566, Father Francis Rodriguez 
persuaded the Viceroy to furbid the rep,.airing or 
building of any heathen pagodas, and a number 
of abandoned temples were turned into churches, 
as in our own land in the days of st. Augustine. 
In I557. Antony de Noronha. the then Viceroy, 
ordered the complete destruction of aU the 
temples and idols throughout Salsette. Father 
Lewis Goes himself torc down the statue of 
Mammay, the Salsettc Venus, in Cuncolim. the 
centre of a voluptuous and degrading worship. 

Meanwhile the Fathers devoted themselves to 
the work of conversion. A hospital, a charity 
then unknown to the Hindu, was opened in 1568, 
at ~J argae;. I t served not only for the sick, but 
as a refuge for converts, who had sacrificed all 
for the faith. And there, in 1574, six years later, 
a college or seminary was established. At that 
date, in accordance with the request of the Arch. 
bishop of Goa, Gaspar de Lello Pereira, and 
with the approval of Rome, the whole district of 
Salsette was entirely handed over to the care 
of the Jesuit Fathers, who were to work as 
missioners under a Vicar of the Archbishop, and 
to serve the various parish churches as lJuasi~ 

parish priests. They were constituted into a 



... 
Colle~ ander a Rector. jJllt u ha-.e heeD the 
miaoi......, priests of. the Society of J.... ia 
EuIjlaDd. 

With this new organization, Christianity IQo­
rishcd until 1577. when an envoy sent by Ali Adil 
Shah 1" the son and successor of Ibrahim Adil 
Shah 1., returned from Portugal and announcecl 
tbat the Sovereign, Don Sebastian, had promised 
liberty of religion to his subjects; thougb, as the 
story ran, the royal favour had been suppressed 
by the Portuguese authorities. The pagans of 
Salsette at once flew to arms, and robbed and 
killed the Christians. The city of Goa seemed 
uDwilling to aid their brethren in Salsette, pro­
bably because they objected aD commercial 
grounds to the repressive measures of the 
Government. The municipality pleaded want of 
means, nor was it" until tbe Society of Jesus offered 
the loan of three thousand ducats that tWQ 

hundred soldiers were I'dised to protect their 
neophytes. By these troops the revolt was put 
.down, and peace was restored. But the College of 
Margao had lost aU its income, and most of thE) 
Fathers wete forced to return to Goa, leaving tWQ 
only in Sal sette. 

Next year the troops of the King of Bijapll.t 
again invaded Sal!lette. They laid waste t~ 
dlurcbes, and kilI.~d a number of Christians, anti 
the two Fathers were obliged to take refuge at 
Goa. Thither they were followed by numbers of 
-converts, to whom the Society gave support anc1 
.shelter. 
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Peace was concluded with t,he King of 
Bijapur in 1580; but it was by no means 
thorough. In the extreme south of Salsette, the 
people of the villages of Cuncolim and Assolna, 
Dot only adhered firmly to their Hindu creed, 
kept up the worship in their temples, and con­
tinued their human sacritkes, but they paid their 
taxes only when and where they chose, or as 
their jogis, or priests, bade them, and often feli upon 
and beat the collectors. In 1582, a messenger 
bearing despatches to the Viceroy from Cochin. 
when passing through CUDcolim, was attacked. 
the letters taken from him, and he himself sev~1t:ly 
handled. Orders were given at once from Goa 
for reprisals, and a flotilla of boats. commanded 
by the Viceroy's cousin, Giles Anna de Masca· 
renhas. entered the Rio de Sal at night, and 
destroyed the pagoda of Assolna. Father Antony 
Francisco, then priest at Orlim, served as chaplain 
to the troops, and set fire with his own hand to 
the temple. At the same time tbe Governor of 
Rachal marched from the north with a body of 
Portuguese and native soldiers to the support 
of Mascarenhas. With him wa!'> Father Peter 
Bema. whu put the torch to the large pagoda of 
Cuncolim. The inhabitants of the place had fled 
across the frontier; but when the troops with. 
drew, tbey returned and rebuilt their temples . 
. The Governor of Rachal marched once more 

to Cuncolim. He cut down the palm. trees, tb. · 
fruit-trees, and the crops, and threw up earth. 
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works, as if !}e were going permanently to occupy 
the ground. Three Fathers accompanied the 
force as chaplains, Emanuel Teixeira, Peter 
Berna, and Alpbonsu:; Pacheco. l A hoy, a native 
of the village, then a student of the seminary at 
Rachal. called Dominic, showed the Fathers the 
way to a number of little pagan salJctuaries in 
the neighbourhood. These Berna destroyed, as 
well as a great ant-hill, an object of worship. 
He killed a sacred cow on the spot, with the 
double object of defiling the holy place and of 
destroying an object of superstition, and he 
profaned a sacred tank by casting into it the 
intestines of the slaughtered an; ;na l.~ 

The inhabitants at length subm,tted, and sent 
representatives, with a safe conduct, to the 
Viceroy at Goa. They were, at the prayer of 
Father Pacheco,' who had then come back to 
India, graciously received, and returned with 
presents of robes of silk brocade. 

The procedure of the Fathers seems almost 
inexplicable in days when universal toleration is 
at all events professed. But in this, as in so 
many other matters, it is necessary to judge 
things by the standard of the period. To a 
Catholic of the sixteenth t:entury, with his deep 

, Valignano said toat, but fer the leal of Father PachecO, 
ldo1atry weuld have bee.o. ",-established in Gua. Barteli. J1~-
1i01U. P I22 

• See Orinlll C~IJNjdarW. t. ii. P 2~: Bartell, Nlili~l, p. 62; 
'AJegambe, p. 61, I 19-

• SIIIII •• p. 6,5. n. uxh. v. vi. 
I 



". SALSETTE. 

and unquestioning faith, the very permission of 
idolatry in a state, subject to a Christian ruler, 
was deemed unlawful because an offence against 
the natural law. A forced conversion was known 
to be no conve rsion at all, and a change of heart 
and of mind CQuld only be the work of patient 
instruction, and stili nwre of good example and 
of prayer. Dut the Portuguese authorities con­
sidered that the smsuous rites which surrou nded, 
as they still surround, popular Hindu wo:-ship 
ought to be suppressed by the arm of the law, 
just as ::lrc the mllee and the domestic institution 
of Salt Lake in QUf days. 

Baron Hubner, in his work on the British 
Empire,l points out thal the Catholic system 
has resulted in the conversion of whole popu· 
lations, both ill the Old World and in the New; 
wbile tbe Pmtcstaut powers bave systematically 
left tbe peoples under their sway in the heathen .. 
ism or Muhammadanism in which tbey found 
them. Or th ey have robbed them of whatever 
belief they possessed, and given them in exchange 
agnosticism and unbelief. True, within this 
century. private efforts arc beillg' made on at1 
immense scale to convert the Jew, the heathen. 
the Muhammadan, and eN:n the Catholic to the 
uncertain thing called Protestantism, though the 
failures of these efforts are proverbial. The work.: 
of St. Francis Xavier and his f:uccessors is still 
living in the native Christians of Goa and Ceylon. 

J If m.VlrJ I 'E"'/irt Britu~iqll', t. Ii. HKhette, 1886. 



5AL5E77E. u, 
The Viceroy, Telles de Menezes, insisted that 

the Provincial, Father Vicente, should see that 
more churches were built in Salsette, to give the 
converts the opportunity of practising their reli· 
gion.I In I578, Father Alphonsus Pacheco had 
been sent to Europe. On the 4th of August, 
Don Sebastian had perished in his fatal attack 
on Morocco. Thus Father Alphonsus, on his 
arrival at Lisbon, found Portugal without a King, 
and, as he was a Spaniard, he went off at once 
to Spain and to his dearly loved province of 
Toledo. Thence he proceeded to Rome, t() carry 
on some negotiatIOns of grave importance with 
the Congregation of the Indies and with the 
Father General which had been confided to him 
by his Superiors,! He was lcccivcd with great 
kindness by Pope Gregory XIlI., and waS most 
successful in his interviews with Father Everard 
Mercurian. On his return to Lisbon, in the 
spring of 1580,3 the plague was raging in that 
port, and he was forced to defer his voyage. 
He had an inten,jew with the new Sovereign of 
Portugal, Philip II. of Spain, who was then in 
that country. The monarch was never a staunch 
friend of the Society of Jesus, and had evidently 
been prejudiced against the action of the Fathers 
in India by the native envoy sent to EUlUpe by 
the people of Salsette. This ambassador was 

1 ~II"''''. p. 66. J:lI:I<vUi. 
t Alcazar, t. ii p. 571; a.od 511"'''' . n. 9, p. 49. 

I Alega.mbe, 5111111 •. JI. . 9. p. 51 
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also supported by Portuguese who, if we are to 
believe the chronicles of the Order, had been: 
seduced by Indian gold. Philip had been assured 
that unless religious toleration was granted, the 
whole population would emigrate frorr. Salsette. 
with great loss to the Spanish Treasury, and that 
Goa would be constantly exposed to attacks from 
the Sovereign of Bijapur. f"athcr Pacheco, from 
his thorough knowledg :~ of the country. which be 
had visited. as Socius of the Jesuit Provinc..ial of 
India, could assure the monarch that there was 
no fear of the whole population ica,,"ing the 
teeming' soil of Saisette, or of putting- themSf'lves 
under the cruel yoke of Ali Adil Shah, and that, 
even if they did, there would be plenty of people 
willing to take their place. He showed, too, that 
no stronger bulwark could be raised for Goa 
against its powerful neighbour than the conver­
sion of Salsette. Finally. he urged that it would 
be a disgrace to Philip to inaugurate his rule in 
India by allowing the heathen to rebuild their 
pagodas and idols in b.ce of his royal city. The 
King was convinced, and not onl}' reiected the 
prayer of the Hindus, but publisbed a decree 
forbidding that any sllch toleration should be 
allowed by his Indian Viceroy. 

It was only on the lith of April, ISS!, tha.t 
Blessed Alphonslls was able to leave Europe. 
He sailed in the flagship of the Spanish fleet, 
St. Lawrence, named out of compliment to 
Philip II., who was then completing the Escu-



SALSETTE. n, 
rial, which is dedicated to that Saint. It carried 
the new Viceroy, Don Francis Mascarenhas, who 
had distinguished himself in the heroic defence 
of Chaul against the N izam. On board the 
same vessel was Father Jerome Xavier. S.]., 
the grandson of a sister of St. Francis.1 He 
was to be the future successor of Blessed RudoIf 
at the Court of the Mogul, and founder of the 
Mission of Agra. which still exists.! A third 
Father, by name Martin, died of the plague on 
the voyage. The ship Salvador carried four other 
Jesuits, of whom one, Antony Francisco. requires 
further mention. The third vessel, Los Reis M ago, 
_" The Three Kings "-bore other two Fathers 
and two lay-Lrothers. 

Blessed Antony Francisco \\'a<; a poor student 
at Coimbra, when the news of the martyrdom of 
Blessed Ignatius Azevedo and his (arty com· 
panions gave him an ardent desire to join tbe 
Society of Jesus, so as to gain the chance of 
sharing in their crown. He was received into 
the Novitiate, and, at the close of his probation, 
went to continue his studies in Evora.s His 
voyage to India must have come as the fulfilment 
of his old wish. Three years after his arrival in 
the East, he was ordained priest, and sent to the 
Moluccas. The post was one of such danger 

I OWJtlUll lillorigllU, July I, J880, p. 1IJ.4 . 
• La 01" abaut 1611, PhiUp U. of Spaill named Jerome to the 

vchbiabopric of AlIgBrnale-Cranguore. But tho Father dIe4 
at Goa. oa JIAUUY 11, 11117, before bailll ~ted . 

• 5_, EvidellOe of Father Sebattian GontalYeS, p. ,t, t f. 
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that none but the bravest were ever detailed for 
it. As he bade good.bye at Goa to a Father 
Alphonsus Rodriguez, who afterwards witnessed 
to his words. he told him that (or many years, 
at the E levation during Holy Mass, he had 
begged for the chance of dying for the faith, 
and he thought he was going to win his crown 
at the hnnds of the Malays, a hope which filled 
him with joy.l 

But the ship was driven hack to AngE:ui\'a,' 
an island south of Sal sette. There Anbny 
awaited his Superior's orders, which wer,~ to 
return, and to pass th rough Cuncolim, to take 
charge of the parish of Orlim. He was very 
much honoured for his holiness, and went by the 
name of the Saint. 

Father Pa(;iJeco had won the heart of the new 
Viceroy during the voyage from Europe, so that 
he chose him for his confessor,3 On landing, 
Pacheco had laid before Father Vicente, the 
Provincial of India, the result of his negotiations 
at Rome and Lisbon, and had been entrusted by 
him with the delicate and perilous post of Rector 
or Superior of Salsette de Goa. 

Father Vicente, however, very naturally tbought 
he could put the task (If restoring religion in 
Salsette into no better hands than those of 

t 5"IN",. p. 56, n. vI. 
• Angedlva ;s .. Portuguese possaMion not rar off tb, =aln­

land., but tome forty miles iOIltb of Sallelte . 
• Aieg&albe, S.", •. 11. ix. t at, p. ~J . 
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Blessed Rudolf. He accordingly recalled F3.ther 
Pacheco, wilo had just gained fresh claims of 
affection on the hearts of the n::I.tives, by inter· 
ceding with the new Viceroy on their behalf. At 
the Provincial's request, Alphonsus Pacheco put 
all his experience at the dispo<;al of his successor. 

Father Vicente had intended to have inducted 
Blessed Rudolf in person into his new ofike, and 
in fact they went together by boat, but the 
Provincial got no further than the isla nd of 
Chorao, when a sudden malady of his eyes 
obliged him to return t o Goa, and he sent 
Father Pacheco in his place. messed A!phonsus 
had well deserved the name of Father oj the 
ChristtQlIs, th" title of a Father appointed to 
the office of safeguarding the interests of the 
converts, by his untiring devotion to them, by 
the zeal with whIch he shielded them from the 
hostility of the heathens, and from the cupidity 
and bad treatmcnt of some of the Portuguese. 
Not only had he taught the catechumens their 
religion, but he had lookcd after their temporal 
interests when they were baptized, provided food, 
clothing, and work for the destitute, defended 
them when unju~tly accused before the magis­
trates, and cared for thl'm tenderly when ill. 

Father Acquaviva, in j!.1itation of St. Francis 
Xavier, set out with no other luggage than his 
breviary, a Bible, and a manuscript Life of his 
model, the Apostle of the Indies. Even from a 
southerner the S'Jfl of the tropics demands in our 
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days some additional precautions against its 
power. 

The new Superior was anxiously awaited by 
his subjects, who had deferred the solemnity of 
the renewal of their vows till his arrival. They 
had come in (rom the various villages and parish 
churches to Cortalim, the first place reached 
from Goa on landing in Salsette. There, at the 
residence adjoining the church, the six Fathers 
and one Brother met, and there those who were 
to renew their vows made the half-yearly general 
confession of Rule, the manifestation of con· 
science, and the penitential exercises prcsrribed. 
On Thursday, the lIth of July, after' a fervent 
exhortation of Blessed Rudolf, they offered up 
afresh the sacrific.e of themselves to God. 

Brother Aranha, who was to share in the 
tri umph of Blessed Rudolf, was a young man, 
born apparently at Braga.1 He was nephew of 
the holy prelate, the first Archbishop of Goa, 
Don Gaspar de Leao Pereira, with whom, in 
1560, he ha~ come out to India, as a boy of 
nine or ten. He was skilled as a draughtsman 
and as an architect; and when twenty years old, " 
he begged to hf': received as a lay-brother. His 
request was granted. and he entered the Society 
on All Saints' Day, 1571. He was a man who 
was ever occupied, never giving way to wearioeSl, 

I So uys Aleg&mbe. S_Iff. p. 63. 'I. But tbe Fath«l aDd • 
nadve of Sallett8 .peak of him at born at Lilbou, Soc S .... 
p. ~. vi. a.nd p. fil. D, and D. 


