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Ilis taskmasters ground them to the dust, made their 
lives bitter in hard bondage, and caused them to cry 
aloud for deliverance, but now that, like fsrael, God 
has led them forth with a mighty hand and an out­
stretched arm, and has set them free from the power 
of their enemies. they stand upon the shores of the 
Red Sea, sing. in triumph, tilt: new song of Moses 
and the Lamb, and render praise and glory to the 
God of their salvation. 

The human sacrifices which Hindooism demanrJs 
are frightful and appalling. Whatever may be the 
character of the people; and however quiet, and 
passive and submissive they appear, their super­
stition is the most cruel and barbarous that has ever 
been established. In Goomsoor, a province which 
hus lately fallen into the hands of the British, the 
horrid scenes which have been discovered, are (llmost 
beyond credibility. \Vhenever a disease raged in 
the family of the monarch, a human sacrifice was 
demanded to appease the offended deity, and no­
thing less precious than the life of an only son 
would gratify the demon. Immured in houses and 
in dungeons, there were found hundreds of poor 
children who had been stolen from the adjoining 
territories; and for what purpose were they COll­

cealed and preserved? that they might be fattened 
like so many sheep and oxen for the slaughter, a.nd 
might, at It suitable se8s.on, be offered up to the 
Moloch of the country. 
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At the seed-time, the farmers of a district would 
assemble together; a human victim was selected, 
was bound as a sacrifice, to the altar, and was de­
voted to the most barbarous death . While the 
priest proclaimed the omen!> to be propitious, one 
farmer would come, and with a large knife, would 
take a slice from the victim, would cany it away to 
his field, and would press the blood out of it while 
it was yet warm, and then bury it in the earth. A 
second, and a third, and a fourth, would come and act 
a similar part, till the wretched man was sliced in 
pieces while he was yet alive, and was consigned 
to various parts of the ground. But wIly tbis bar­
barity? That the favour of Maree might be obtained, 
and that no curse, nor blight might rest upon their 
land; and that a richer harvest might arise from 
fields watered by the blood of sacrifice. Oh! these 
dark places of the earth are still full of the habita­
tions .)f cruelty. 

Deeds of Llood and atrocity are mixed up with 
the habits and customs of the people, and fail 
to produce any great sensation. In England, if 
a motller strangles her infant; if a father murders 
his son; if a brother puts a sister to death, a thrill 
of horror passes through the community; the public 
voice is lifted up, in loud and terrible denunciations, 
against such a diabolical act; and the wonder is ex­
pressed how such a monster is permitted to live. 
But in India. such deeds are so common thnt they 
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have failed to make BUY impression upon the com­
lIlunity, and are often regarded by their authors as 

actions of merit, rather than of infamy. 
In the province of Benares, two Bramins named 

Beechuk and Adher, lived on very bad terms with 
u man of tIle name of Goury and his confederates_ 
The quarrel arose out of the gene~al superintend­
ence of the village, having been conferred on 
Goury. Unable to tolernte such an arrangement, 
the mother of the Bramins continued, by threats, to 
intimidate the government-officer, compelled 'lim to 
revoke the appointment, and 10 transfer it to her 
sons, 

While the Bramins were absent from home one 
day, the companions of Goury arc said to have en­
tered their house, and carried away forty rupees 
which belonged to them. As soon as llccC'.huk re­
turned, his mother, his wife and his sister-in-law, 
related to him what had occurred. He delayed not 
his revenge; but how did he take it? Did he entcr 
an action against the parties in the court of justice? 
Did he send for police-officers to apprehend the 
guilty? - No! He conducted his mother-Lis 
aged nnd grey-headed mother-to an adjacent 
rivulet, and joined there at the dawn of the morn­
ing by his brother, they shouted to the people of 
the village: "Now we can overlook th~ aSSIlult, as 
that cannot be remedied; but we cannot forgive tile 
seizure of these forty rupees; restore them to us, or 
the blood of this woman be upon your heads." The 

v 
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shout wns neither "hearn, nor replied to, and how 
did Beechuk take his revenge? He drew his scimi­
tar, and at one stroke, scvcrctl his mother'li head 
from her body', and consigned both to the grol1nd, 
that her spirit, excited by the beating of a lar~(' 
drum, might cOl~tinuc to haunt ::md torment Goury 
and his associates, till they committed the crime 
of suicide, or till some fearful calamity befell 
them,· 

Much as we shanld wish for the sake of Im­
manity,that thi~ was a solitary and a very uncommon 
case, yet experience and the records of his~ory 

SllOW that it is not. The horrid system which tll(: 
Thugs have pursued, has been but recently d;s­
covered, but it is no new feature of' Hintloo idolatry. 

Speak of the evils attcndan~ upon slavery in the 
'Vest! what are these? Speak of the ferocity and 
barbarism which characterize some of the tribes in 
Africa, who resemble morc the lions and the tigers 
of the wilderness, than the racc of man! what are 
these? Speak of the murdcrs, the atrocities and 
the savage cannibalism for which the New Zea­
landers and such pagans are distinguished! what 
aTC these? No; such ferocity springs from the 
horrid depravity of man, and is to be accounted for 
hy the sanguinary habits which they have learned 
from the beasts of the forest. But here is a system 
of wholesale murdE'T and robbery, under the sanction 

Asiatic Reseo.rches. 
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of religion, springing out of the laws and ordi­
nances of the people. pursued by a sect who asscrt 
it to be of divine origin, and who think that, in 
strangling their f~l1ow-citizensl they arc discharging 
a duty to their divinity, and have committed no 
crime of which conscience can aer,:usc them. Ye 
admirers of Paganism and of the Hindoo mythow 
logy! listen to these men. 

" Mahan-Kallee-the wife of Sccva-the gotidess 
who stands upon the body of her husband, who 
holds a scimitar in h~r right hand, ami a head just 
severed from its body in her left, whose bair is dis· 
hevelled, whose eyes arc like balls of fire. who 
wears, as a garland, a necklace of skulls, and whose 
tougue thirsts for the blood of her victims, is the 
divinity whom we auore, and who is our protector 
TO the discharge of our duties. In former times. 
a demou destroyed mankind as fast as they were 
created. The Dcvi took her scimitar, and ill wrath 
beheaded the monster; but from every drop of 
blood that fell to the ground, there grew up 11 

demon as wicked and as destructive as Rukut Uecj 
Dhana himself. Still, their increase only gave 
power to her arm and edge to her weapons; but 
her efforts werc vain; the demons Tlntltiplicd in pro­
portion to the nUll1ber whom silt, sir"" Her skill 
was more cficdl1al than her powl'r. Slle created 
two men. to whose hauds she culrllstcd the sacred 
noose. I Now,' said she, 'strangle thewe demon~ 

fur me, and ,allow not a drop of their blood to 
.. 2 
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be shed.' As soon as they executed her or­
ders, she gave them the Tomala· as a reward for 
their toil, with the permission to take the half of 
the race, and dispose of it for their own advan­
tage, since through their efforts men were allowed 
t.o exist. Nay. more, so long as they attended 
to her will and were guided by her counsels, 
an whom they would sacrifice were to be regarded 
as victims, to propitiate her favour, while all the 
booty which might be realil.ed, would becomE; their 
inheritance." 

Such is the origin of Thuggee-a sy!-:tem 
mOTC cruel, more shocking: and more barbarous, 
because carried on under the mask of religion and 
often under sanction of' law. The GooraD induel­
er! the stranglers into their office; rites and cere­
monies were performed to obtain direction ill the sa~ 
ered duties; it was only when the omens were favour­
able, the parties were permitted to act; many of the 
leaders and renownC'd men, arc talked of as the 
most pious, faithful and devoted; the pickaxe was 
not only endowed with supernatural powers, but was 
consecrated to the service, and its votaries swore 
under tbe most fearful sanctions. to use it with 
fidelity; the victims were all certain of happiness 
eternal, in consequence of their being offered up, in 
sacrifice, to the goddess; many of the bands, 
living in villages, have been regarded as the most 
peaceful, quiet, industrious, and benevolent citizens; 

• A uative turbac. 



and so long as the Thugs were faithful to their Kal1ee; 
.,0 long as they attended to all the rites, the cere­
monies and ofi'eriugs by which they rendered to her 
worship and honour; so long as the order re­
mained pure, and was llot contaminated by the low 
and disreputable castes who neve, fail to infect 
those with whom they are associated; so long 
they prospered in their profession, and so long did 
they enjoy the favour and the protection oftbeirdeity. 
But now in consequence of these corruptions, they 
have fallen under her displeasure, and their system 
is likely to be exploded. 

What a description do these assassins give of their 
murders! The traveller was arrested on his journey; 
the a~cetic was strangled on his road to J ugger­
nuut; the young 80meLimcs have had their brains 
dashed out against a stone, and the old have 
had no mercy shown to them on account of their 
infirmities; the beautiful female and the pregnant 
mother have been treated with the same ferocity as 
the bold and the daring: the wealthy merchant has 
106t hill life as well as his gains and his riches; and 
the Rajah, equipped for his journey, attended by his 
friends, his servants and his train of followers, • 
accompanied by his elephant!;, his horses, his 
camels, his oxen, and all the paraphernalia of 
Eastern grandeur, has, with all his attendants, been 
murdered in a momeDt, and sixty persons have 
been consigned to one common grave. What to 
them was the kindness of friendship; the claims of 
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refused to give up the number who had taken refuge 
in his territory; and had it not been for the firm­
ness of Lord VliJliam Bcntinck who ordered an army 
to assemble on the frontier f.lf his dominions, and 
showed him that it was impossible the Joudpoor 
province E-houhl become the rendezvous of a ban­
diui who would- commit their depredations with 
impuuity, upon the other states of the empire, the 
system would have flourished under such protectiun 
to this day. 

Of The following is a brjef summary of what has 
been effected for the suppression of'Thuggee. In 
nine years morc than two thousand Thugs have becn 
arrcstp.d, one thousand four hundred and ~eveuty 

have been tried and convicted in one hundred and 
sixty-seven trials, for the murder of nine hundred 
and forty-seven persons, Of these, three hundred 
and l·jgh1y-two have been hanged, nine hundred 
and nine transported, seventy-seven imprisoned for 
Jife, ninety.two imprisoned for certain periods, and 
twenty-one acquitted, Besides these, eleven have 
escaped, thirty-one died before sentence, and nearly 
two hundred and fifty have at different times been ad'; 
mitted king's evidences, and exempted from death 
or tranF.portation-first, to secure the conviction of 
those already in custody j and second1y to aid in 
arresting their associates at large. In Malwa, Gu­
zerat, Rnjpootana and Delhi, Thuggee has in a great 
measure been suppressed, Great progress has also 
been ' made in the Lower Doab, in Oude, Hydrabad, 
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and the Decan. In the Concan and Mlllabar, it 
appears never to have existed. But much yet rc~ 
mains to be done throughout the whole of'Southern 
India, in the Carnatic, Mysore, and the Circars, also 
in Gwalior and Bundlecund, in Orissa, Behar, and 
Bengal. Captain Sleeman anticipates the greatest 
difficulty in dC'oiing with the river Thugs of Bengal, 
who are supposed to be three hundred strong, and 
who he thinks will probably defy the efforts of our 
government, unlesfi some special measure be sanc­
tioned for their suppression. In the convictions of 
all the above trials, the Bhurtote, or strangler has 
been invariably executed, as the Bhurlote is the 
most experienced of the party, and must have given 
proofs of his judgment and skill, before he is per­
mitted to undertake the offic.e; hp. is always an ex­
ceeding \·jlIain. '!'he Shumscas, or those enlploycd 
to hold the hands of the victim, aTe considered to be 
a lower order of villains, and with these the sentence 
has often been commuted to transportation." 

What a system of horror does Hindooisl11 appear 
to us now, when compared with the representations 
of other days! Very few years have elapsed since 
Satan and his emissaries attempted to deceive the 
church and the world, with the delusion that the 
Hindoos were a quiet, a mdd, a harmless and a 
happy people; that their system of mythology was 
admirably suited to advance their. welfare and pros-

* Asiatic Journal, 1836. 
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perity; oud thot, by the introduction of Chri.':i ti:nllly 
among them, We' sJlouJd only tlisturL their repose. TJre 
hideous deformities of the system were concealed from 
OUT view, and Satan thus hoped to main~ain his place 
in peace. Dut God, in his providence, hus strangely 

disappointed th~ wicked designs. and time after time, 
has exposed the crimes alld the diaholical deeds, of 
this monster of dcpra\'ity. As the atrocious Pharaoh, 
ns the cruel oppressor, ::md as the bloodthirsty dCi;pot 
of the East, this ficud has been ::iecn causing the cllil­
dre ll torass through the fire unto Moloch, he has 
made the li ves of hi s slaves bitter with hard bondage, 
and has tried to overwhelm them in ruin. But what 
is t ire blood ofillfants to satiate his cruelty 1 No; be 
has hccli seen dragging the helpless, the uged and tile 
iufi rm to t he banks of the Gang'es to be offered 
up as victims to his voracious and his murderous 
appetite. But what is the blood of the aged and 
tile fedlle and tire dying to quench his insatiable 
thi\'st for human sacrifice!> ~ He has been seen 
moun ted on the murderous car of Juggel'nuut, lash­
ill~ Iris votaries to their task, driving, in fury hili pon­

derous wheels ovcr the bodies of Jli~ victims, and 
whitening the fields of Acc:ldarna with their bones; 
lI e h<lf> been seen raising the funeral-pile, and corn­
veIling thousands of poor and wretched females to 
throw themselves into the flnmes; he has been seen 
standing at the shrine of Mahin Knllec t demanding 
Ii i:; human ~\c]'ificcs, and practising on the hcca­
jOIllLs 111(· 1l10:-; t bar],al'o\l:-; (·ruc1 ty . But a~ though 
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these victims were not numerous enough, ns though 
his sanguinary chapter were not half unfolded, :1Iu1 
as though he wished to COnsummate his triumph 
and consolidate his reign by multiplying the emis­
saries of his vengeance, he has scattered the Thugs 
through the empire, has commande!l them to kill, 
phndcr and destroy, and has given them fI licence 
to L\f:eute in secret those horri ble deeds which the 
voiee of humanity, and public opinion, aud gonod 
government, and the friellds of society, were likely 
to exterminate, had they been rendered more public. 
liut the yillanies which he bus thus attempted to 

perpetrate in secret, hove now been published 011 

lhe house-tops; proyidence has brought the system 
of infamy to light; the votaries of superstition them­

selves are alarmed at the accursed nature of his 
despotism; and the eyes of the Christian wOlld <lrc 
opened: and their sympathies arc aroused, by the 
tremendous evils to which so many of their race and 
of their fellow. subjects arc exposed; the strong arlll 
l'f law and justice have followed his ag(>ots into their 
hiding-places; the system has been arrested in its 
pr'Wess and almost a(!uii,ilated; and stronger and 
more determined bands of Christian heroes arc ad­
vancing to attack an enemy whos(; villanies arc so 
diabolical. and an empire whose inhabitant!; sulier 
~uch wrongs from the powers of darkue8s. 
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SA D is the character of heathenism) and very de­

plorable are the prospects of its votaries. Their 
distance from God; their degradation; their pros­
tration to dumb idols of wood and of stone, their 
services rendered to diverse lusts and pleasures; 
their strong delusions to believe a lie i their super­
stitions and abominable idohltries; and their ex­
posure to the wrath and the condemnation of the 
Almighty; all are calculated to fill us with pity and 
compassion for thcir state, and to lead us to stretch 
forth the arm of deliverancc for their rescue. But 
if there bc one part of this system more cruel and 
diabolical than another, and which bears more the 
impress of him who has been a liar and a murderer 
from the beginning, it is the bearing which it has 
upon the female part of the community. Nothing 
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can be more evident, thaTi that the demons who 
established this system intended to support the 
strong in their mirth, their revelries, and their de­
baucheries, while they determined to trample the 
weak And the timid and the helpless in the dust. 

As soon, therefore, as a Hindoo .female has en­
tered into existence, it is to be fmwned upon by her 
parents merely on account of her sex. Her whole 
life is a J;eries of insults and of disgrace, In the 
days of her childhood, she is made the drudge of the 
family, and everyone thinks he Ims a right to de­
spise her. If she is betrothed to an individual wJlO 
is to become her future husband, she is sold like a 
slave to a man who io\'cs her not and who cares fi,r 
her not. Should her intended happen to die before 
tIle marriage be consummated, then she is doomed 
to pecpetual widowhood-that is to perpetual in­
famy. In case he should survive, and she should 
enter the state of wedlock, it is to repair to the 
house of her mother-in-law where she is scolded. 
l':nd buffeted, and treated almost like a beast of 
burden. Let her be hungry, she is obliged to wait 
till her master is satisfied. Should she fall into an 
error, there is no correction but fln appeal to the 
lash. When they undertake a jOllrney. she is not 
suffered to walk by the i:ide of her hu ... band; she 
must come up behind him, bearing the burden, as 
well as the heat of the day. Every step is to her a 
step of degradation. Her very sex has disqualified 
her for giving her testimony in a court of justice, 
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and since no widow is there permitted to marry 
again, it is no extraordinary thing to see children of 
ten or twelve years of age, married to individuals of 
fifty or of si}.ty. 

But these are mere trifles, and we might pass 
them by in silpnce, were it not that effects more 
diabolical remain behind. Speak you of the CllTse 

which in England rests upon the woman, it is 
a double-it is a ten-fold cur~e that rests upon her 
in Hindoo~than. For many a day, our ear.; were 
pained and our hearts were sickened with the tales 
of woe which reported to us the baseness of 8Ia1'ery, 
in heaping so mallY atrocities upon the female sh: \'('s 
in the W /.'st Indies; but what aTe tllese when com­
pared with the calamities and the degl'adation 
which, according to law, and according to their 
mythology, fall to the lot of the daughters of 
India? 

Infanticide, it is well known, still prevails to a 
very horrible extent throughout Hindoostban. 
Among the Nairs upon the western coast; in 
Malwa and Rajapootan j in Oude and the northern 
provinces, it is impossible to calculate the amount of 
murder which is perpetrated upon female offspring. 
A few years agoJ a gentleman belonging to the Ben· 
gal service was deputed by the government to make 
a tour through the northern and independent king­
doms, and to calculate the amount of evil which 
might arise from this source; and the report which 
be presented upon the subject, was sufficient to har-
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row up the feelings of the most hardened man, 
and to rend the heart of the most profligatc female. 
III all the provinces through which he passed, the 
principal chiefs, not only acknowledged that this 
horrid rite existed among them, but that it was 

rooted in the affections of the peqplc; that, with 
tlu:~ir owu hands, they had murdered many of their 
own children, and that they knew their ncighbours 
had destroyed many of theirs. 

The following is a list Qf the proportions which 
were found in many of the villages between male 
and female children under twelve years of age: 
-There were found in Barilnhori in eighty.fivc 
families. fifty-one boys, only fourteen girls; Cho­
tilahori in fifty-eight families, sixty-six boys, and 
only fourteen girls; Garoh in seventy-nine familes 
seventy-nine boys and Duly twelve girls; Gurrum­
garh in twelve families ten boys and only two girls; 
Manshargarh in seventy-one families fifty·eight 
boys and only four girls; Paprula in fifteen families 
twenty-two boys and no girls whatever. 

Now, if the calculation be correct which shows 
that female births in our world.: are equal, if they 
are not superior in number to those of the male; 
what an amount of murder is here committed upon 
female children! Ob! the vile and cruel parents, 
with what vengeance will the God of mercy find 
"' in the skirts of their garments, the blood of the 
souls of these poor innocems ? " 

In riding through one of these villages. accom-
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panicd by his friend, this gentleman was clamonr. 
Duely attacked by a female who demanded of 
him to desist from making any further attempts 
to put down this horrible custom. As he turned 
to reason with her upon the subject, and show 
her the improp,riety of her conduct, "No," said she, 
II it has existed from time immemorial; it has the 
support and sanction of the sbasters; there are pre­
dictions upon record which show that female births 
must be calamitous to our tribe j and I demand of 
you, therefore, to desist from making any further 
attempts to put it down." Oh! what an infamous 
system must that be which turns mothers into 
monsters, which deprives them of all those feelings 
and affections which the brute creation never fail 
to exercise, and which robs so many hundreds and 
thousands of infants of life and of ·happiness? Such 
deeds of atrocity and blood are attributed, I am 
aware, to their high regard to ca3te, and to the 
superior rank which they imagine they sustain and 
which will not suffer them. tf) give their daughters in 

. marriage to those whom they regard as iuft:rior 
in rank to themselves. But no j it is the system­
it is this accursed system which has established this 
caste-it is this caste which generates this pride­
it is this pride which begets this cruelty-it is this 
cruelty which steels the heart against compassion 
and whi.ch leads these parents to imbrue their 
hands in the blood of tbeir female offspring. 

No wonder that a system which is thus esta-
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blished in morder, and which is watered with the 
blood of infants, should pursue its victim throughout 
her life, and then attempt to bury her ill flame. 
It is 50, according to precepts of Hindoo my~ 
thology. No sooner is a Hindoo female of any rank 
deprived by death of her husband, than she is 
immediately surrounded by her p;iests and Bra­
mins; for what purpose? Is it to pour into her 
widowed heart, the balm of sympathy, on this occa· 
sian of sorrow and anguish? Ah no! Is it to 
invite her to their homes that they roay there give 
her the comforts and the consolations which their 
own absurd system might alford? By no means. 
It is to give her the dreadful alternative, to have her 
head shaved and to retire into a state of perpetual 
infamy, or to go to the funeral-pile of ber hus­
band, and there offer herself in sacrific\e. When 
we think of the shame and the degradation which 
are the sure attendants upon the one, we need 
not be surprised that so many thousand~ have 
embraced the other. 

Never shall I forget the evening when, at Banga. 
lore, I was called to be the witness of such a horrid 
murder. As though it were not a deed of infamy 
and sbame, but one of morality and religion; 88 

though there were not space and opportunity 
enough. in their· own burning-ground to perpetrate 
thi. deed of darkness; 8B though they would out­
rage the feelings of bumaaity and bene'Volence and 

G 
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celebrate the orgies of their system In the face 
of day; as though they would insult the whole 
European community and ~how to British females 
to what a thorough degradation, they had reduced 
their sex, they brought forth their victims to the 
borders of the lake which is overlooked by the 
European cadtonment; and there, in the face 
of day,-at a time when ladies and gentlemen were 
taking their drives for air and exercise-beneath the 
waving plumes and the scarlet dress and the golden 
epaulets which distinguish the general staff of the 
army, to give it the stamp and the sanction of 
British authority-and under the satrap of native 
power-and amidst thousands of spectators, they 
raised the funeral.pile. No words and no arguments 
which could be used by the writer, would prevail on 
the infatuated woman to relinquish her purpose. 
No. I saw her pacing her appointed circuits 
around that pile; I saw her ascend the bed of 
death and tied to the dead body of ber husband; I 
saw her take her jewels from her ears, and her 
neck. and the various members of her body and dis­
tribute them as parting memorials to hPJ' friends; 
I saw her son-the child of her bowels-the boy 
whom she had nurtured and Ivhom she had nursed. 
take the torch into his hand, and, in several places, 
kindle the flame that was to consume his mother; I 
saw the servants of iniquity cut the ropes to let the 
canopy of faggots fall upon her to crusb ~er and to 
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prevent her escape; alJd flS these Hames ascended, 
lmd as that pile heeame oae mass of fire, I heard 
tbe horrid yell and the shout of exultation from the 
surrounding multitude, to drown the shrieks of their 
victim in the plaudits of their joy. Oh! I thought 
I was .standing 00 the borders of the, infernal lake j 
J wondered that the earth did not open her mouth 
to devou{" the perpetrntors of this horrid mur­
der ! I ye mothers in Israel! ye whom th~ gospel 
of Jesus bas elevated to your proper rauk in 
society! pity your sex who are tbus degraded in 
India, stand boldly forth for their relief, attempt 
to pluck them as brands from the e~erlasting 

burning. 
It may be said, that this custom has been 

abolished by law, and that the power and authority 
of government have been exerted to prevent the 
recurrence of such deeds in our own provincea. 
Thaftks to a gracious providence for this boon.. 
During the administration of Lord William Bentinck. 
tbis abomina.ble suttee Wa6 frowned into its hiding­
place. But this is not enough. Since that period, 
many instances of th.is horrid custom, have occurred 
in the independent provinces, and lome females, 
ins~ted by the Bramina, h.'fe not long ago., 
left tae Britiah territories, and in order to e"Yade the 
law, have gone into the adjoining districts to imtnG­
la\e them&elvee upon the funeral-pile. The British 
government bas, I rejoice to learn, not only pro-

G2 
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tested against such act~ of perfidy, but have dt:­
elared to the ruling powers in these districts. that 
such deeds will not hereafter be suffered to pass 
with impunity. But this renders it quite plain 
thal, whatever may be the law, this atrocious 
custom is not. destroyed in the affections of the 
people. No. The hOLlr, I trust, will never come 
when the British power will be witbdrawn, or over­
thrown in Imlia, till we have given to her people 
our religion and ChrIstianity, as well as a specimen 
of our rule. But what if the hand-writing upon 
thl' wall should be against us ?-what if we should 
be weighed in the balances and be found want· 
ing ?-what if in consequence of running CO>.ln· 

ler to the gracious designs of providence, that 
empire should be wrested from our hands ?-wha!, 
thf'o, would avail these rules and regulatiollB 1-
what would signify these acts of parliament to put 
down this abominable rite? They would only 
resemble an embankment which had been raised to 

stem the torrent for a time; but behind which. 
the waters bad accumulated ill greater force and 
violence and abundance, and which, when over­
turned, would allow not a stream, not a current, but 
a cataract of blood to descend to deluge the Jand. 
There would be no public opinion to stop it; 
there would be no power of the gospel to retard it ) 
and in proportion as strangers and foretgoers had 
exerted their authority and influence to put it 
down, in the same proportion would the Bramins 
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and the priests and superstition riot in their freedom 
from restraint, and exult in their deeds of atrocity 

and blood. 
What then, is necessary to be done? It is 

not enough that we abolish this horrid rite by 
acts of law and of parliament j we must destroy the 
sy~tem to which it belongs. It is not enough that 
we extinguIsh these flames; we must cause the 
waters of life and salvation to flow in such abun­
dance through the country, that under any circum­
stances, thE'Y will never be rekindled. It is not 
E'oough that Hindo08 Rre subject to the laws and 
ordinances, and statutes of men; we must dis­
seminate among them the laws and gospel and 
mjunctious of Jesus Christ, that when human 
power fails to uphold its acts, the power of the 
Bible may be there to enforce them. The enemy is 
not dead; it is only asleep. It waits for our 
missionaries, for the gospel, and for the distribution 
of our tracts and our scriptures; it waits for the 
establishment of school~, for the education of a 
native ministry and for the whole machinery of 
miSl3ioos to be brought into operation; it wait! rc)r 
our fervent and importunate prayers and ft:>r the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit from abCW'e to break 
its power and bring it into complete subjection. 
Let t18 not be a&aid of the contest. The conscience 
of the world is now upon. OUl' side. Pity and com­
passion ond all the best a1fections of our nature are 
in league with U8. Humanity and benevolencf' 
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tender us their support; the past triumph! of 
tbe gospel assure us of ... ictorYi all the wile and 
holy and good upon the earth animate us onward in 
this struggle; angels bending from their thrones 
rejoice over every BinDer and every heathen that 
repenteth; aQd God the Father the SOD and the 
Holy Ghost have pledged us their assistance in the 
hour of need, and their blessing to eTery effort that 
is .nade in taeir· name. 

In 8 special manner will it devolve upon our 
mothers and our sisters, upon 08f wi"es and our 
daughters, and upon aUf female friends to labour in 
this sacred Calise, with a :teal, a diligeace and perse~ 
verance commensnrate with the great 13ndertaking. 
No laurels, may indeed, in this struggle, af'!comte 
their brow j the honours and awards of fame may 
not wait upon their achievements; their names and 
their labours may very speedily be forgotten; and 
neglect and disappointment and similar evils may 
·nen be their presen' reward. But if it be true that 
the righteous shaH shine as the brightne81 of the 
firmament, and they who turn many to righteous­
·ness as the .tars for ever and ever i ij' it he true 
tbat the faithful servant to wh08e care bve or len 
talents have been entrusted and who has put them 
out to usury, wiU in the end be made ruier over as 
many cities; if it be true that the 'names of CI .... k­
son and Wilberforce-men who stood forth, in the 
midst of scorn and contumely, as the advocates of 
'be slaves, and toiled and fought for the de-
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struction of slavery, will go down to posterity 
covered with honour and renown; will be held 
in everlasting remembrance, while the memory 
of the wicked shall rot j then, what will be the 
joys, what the awards of grace, what the ex­
alted honours which await those ,pious and ex­
~eJlent females who will rise up like a host to extri­
cate the daughters of India from their misery and 
their degradation ?' 

I rejoice to find that B society has existed for 
some years, to send out ladies to superintend female 
schools in India, China, and the East. From the 
facts which are stated in this chapter, and from the 
utter neglect that is shown to female education in 
these IlP"athen lands, no object can be of greater im­
portance, and every one who desires the welfare of 
his race, must wish that great success may CroWD 

the undertaking. Difficulties will, DO doubt, arise 
in the prosecution of the scheme, and such a society 
will, in its infancy, have to struggle with adTersities 
similar to those which every benevolent institution has 
been obliged to submit to. Great wisdom, prudence, 
and devotedness will he required on the part of its 
directors and its friends to overcome prejudices, to 
surroount the Icorn and contempt of the world, and 
to remo,,"e the fears aud apprehensions which many 
of the belt friffilds of Zion entertsin respecting it. 
But should it outlive, as I trust it will do, all the 
anxietiet of its friends, and all the scandals of 
its foes, "hat a heavenly "spectacle will it present to 
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ou r view of pious and devoted females-not only 
overcoming the weakness and timidity natural to 
their seX-Dot only leaving their homes. their fri!2nds 
and their country to which their warm affectioDs 
render them so attached, and casting themselves 
almost wjthou~ protection, and witbout guardians, 
'Jpon the care of their Heavenly Father to pursue a 
career of mercy-but exposing themselves to the 
storm nnd the tempest for the sake of their Lord, 
braving the dangers of the ocean, and the toils and 
difficulties of a foreign clime to bring back the 
wanderers to the fold, and venturing 00 conten,d, on 
a dangerous strand, with the powers of evil, to 
rescue their sex from infamy and shame. My heart 
warms to tbis sister band. May they never want 
the protection, the friendship, the care, and the SlI­

perintendence of their Almighty friend j and since 
theirs is a cause beset with greater trials, privations 
and sorrows, than ours, may gra,ce and strength and 
power continually rest upon them from above. I 
hail them, with delight, on their career of bene­
volence. What though there should be DO earthly 
reward! the Lord will be their inheritan('.c. What 
though DC honour nor favour, nor applause of men 
should aaimate their minds m the day of exertion 
and trial! the light of heaven, the approbation of 
their Master and a harvest of precious souls will 
\Ie a higher recompense. What though peculiar 
temptations, and disasters and sufferings should 
threaten sometimes to overwhelm their spirits! 
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yet goodness and mercy will follow them all 
the days of their life; their dwelling-place will 
be in the house of our God for ever j and 8n 

entrance will be administered to them abun­
dantly into the everlasting kingdom Q.f our Lord 
and Saviour. 



90 

CHAPTER VB. 

ON CAS'fE. 

CA.STE-ITI DIVI810MII-CONNBCTI EVERY INDIVIDOJ.L WITH 

THB PA8T AND THB FUTURE-A BRANIN AT II£LllRY-TH.B 

DJ.NEFUL INFLtJl;NCB OF CASTE ON' 1'IU.DB .ufO CO ..... kBCB 

HU KEPT SOCIETY 8TJ.TIONARY-THB GOOD E'FFBCTI OF IY_ 

PROVEMENT-THB GOVEIlNllENT MIGHT D() MUCB TO ABO­

LlSH CUTB-PERNICIOUS EFPECTS UPON THE PRINOIPLl!8 OJ' 

THB PIIOPJ.1I-'" GIUI.lT OBSTACLE TQ TUB pnOORESR OF TUB 

GOSPBL-EXr08ES THE CONVERTS TO ORE.&.1' WORLDLY LOSS­

HOW SUCH CONVERT' SHOULD DB aEO"D.DBD BY MIS­

SIONARIES. 

W HA T IS caste? is a question which is often put to a 
missionary, in his visits to the churches, at home; 
and it is one which is really difficult to answer, 
since its ramifications, in the Hindoo system, are 60 

deep, and its evils 80 numerous and appalling. 
Some have considered it a civil rite, while othe18 
have ml1intained that it is & religious one. But the 
truth is, it is so incorporated with the whole super­
stition, that it is both civil and religious, as ~ 
Hindoo society can be said to partake of the one 
anc;! the other. It is the adamantine chain which 
binds the distinct "masses of the community to--
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getber, and links them to their gross superstition; 
it is tbe foundation on which the fabric of their 
idolatry rests, and without which it raust fall; 
it is that fatal, that retributive, that irresistible 
destiny which connects them with the life that was, 
the life that is, and the life that is to come. In the 
..Iivision which Bramha has made of mankind, the 
Bramins are the priesthood-the first order Rmong 
men-the most sacred and divine of the race-and 
the most fortunate in securing every right and privi­
lege to themselves; the Cheitras are the nobility ~ 
whose care aJl'c entrusted the kingly office, the 
affairs of government, the military anrl civil depart­
ments of tbe state; the Veis.has are the merchants, 
the farmp.J'8, and those who, in. England, would be 
denominated the respectable ·classes of society: the 
Shoodr.s are the great body of the people, and con­
stitute the artificers, the tradesmen, the inferior 
agriculturists, and the working classes of all kinds. 
Bot these four tribes are divided and subdivided 
into many other castes who eat and drink together, 
intermarry among themselves, and have little inter­
course with their kinsmen of the same general order. 
10 addition to these. there are tbe Pariara who are' 
esteemed tbe outcaets of society, the refuse of man­
kind , the .sem of the soil-the men of infamy aod 
degradatioD-!.tbi beings who are unworthy of the 
divine protection, and ofa name ora dwelling among 
the olf.pring of Bramha. aDd wbo are """signed to 

igllORliny and subjection for ever. 
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This, they say, is not the appointment of man, 
but the decree of the Creator; and woe be to the 
individual who would be dissatisfied with the ar­
rangement and would venture to distul''l it. The 
present state of existence is not regarded as one of 
probation-it is, one of rewards and punishments. 
The Bramin is happy in bis present lot, b nt it is the 
fruit of some meritorious actions which he performed 
in a former birth; while the perpetration of some 
dreadful cTime has consigned the Shoodra to his 
labour, and the Pariar to his degradation and vas­
salag-c. For a Shoodl'a to aspire to the rank of a 
Veisha, or for a Veisha to envy the caste of a 
Cheitra, or for a Cheitra to wish to become a 
Bramin would be an uopardonab}e crime. Fate 
has fixed the position bf everyone in the universe. 
So pure. so rich, so honourable and excellent is the 
blood which flows in the veins of the Dramin, that 
it is a dignity conferred upon the monarch silting 
upon his throne, and surrounded by his nobles and 
his senators, to have the feet of the most abject and 
worthless of the tribe upon his head; and happy 
indeed is the day in which a Shoodra is permitted 
to drink of the water where a Bramin has bathed 
his feet. Let the descent of the individual be high 
or low, noble or contemptible, his destiny has fixed 
it; his future history is written upon 'his forehead; 
the decrees of Bramha are inevitable j and to the 
control of fate he must submit. At Bel1ary, I once 
visited a Bramin who was under sentence or death, 
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For a trifle of money which he knew his mead pos­
ilCssed, and while he entertained him as his guest: 
he had risen in the night and murdered hIm. I en­
deavoured to bring home the crime to his conscience; 
but it was of no use. "Hramha," be saw, ,. has 
written it all in my forehead j it was my fate to 
murder my friend, and to be banged for it j it is no 
concern of mine. I must suffer, it is true j but the 
Creator must account for it all." His dest.iny had 
given him ,his birthright; had allotted him his 
career, had exempted him from his responsibility, 
had made him what he was, and would make him 
what he would be. 

On the same principle, the caste of the individual 
determines his trade, or his profession. Whatever 
his father is, that is the employment which the son 
must follow, to which through life he is bound to 
adhere, and in which it is his duty to instruct his 
posterity~ This plan would seem, at first view, to 
secure the advancement of the arts and sciences, 
and the greittcr perfection of the trades and manu­
factures. But it is nol so. They are only carried 
as far as could be expected, without taste ami 
imagination, which flourish only in more congenial 
cli~s. Under such oppressive enactments, there is 
an elld to emulation, there is a stop to all skill, in­
genuity and 'improvement, and there is no stimulus 
to ~xeel even in those branches of industry which 
tbe individua1 may purseu. In England and in 
C~na. the humblest peasant, may. by his learning, 



94 l'RA D1:. 

hi, genius, bis diligence and talents work his way 
io the greatest honours, and to the highest offices in 
the state j but the caste of the Hindoo forbids his 
attempts to rise out of the condition in which he 
was born; and while trade and commerce have been 
changing societ~ in Europe, and are now, with the 
power of steam on their side, propelling it with ac­
celerated speed, society in India has been almost 
stationary for two thousand years, bas withstood. all 
the storms, and changes and revolutions to which it 
was exposed, and will unquestionably ('ontinue the 
same, till the present combinations be broken to 
pieces, that, out of the confusion, tbf're may arise a 
public order mOTe in accordance with freedom, im­
provement and prosperity. 

No doubt, at Calcutta, at Madras, at Bombay, 
and at some of the large stations in the interior, 
where numbers of Europeans are collected together, 
the natives are sunnountiug their former prejudices. 
I t begins to be understood that casle has been a 
great barrier to improvement; the manners, the 
customs and habits of Europeans, and the order of 
60cieLy as exieting among them, are producing a 
saluttU'Y influence j and it would only be necesl&ry 
for the goverllment to adopt a liberal line of policy, 
to hold out encouragement to genius, to enterpriae 
89d to industry, and to introduce into- India, all the 
improvements which are performing such woudent 
in England, to in8ict a blow upon casle frol'Q. which 
it win not speedily recover. 
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But the Capitals are not the country. The towns, 
the villages and the distant provinces are far behind; 
and an individual looking at Calcutta, and alleging 
that the leaven which is working there, is operating, 
in the same degree, throughout the whole empire, 
would commit a grievous mistake. But even there 
general knowledge, the sucoess of 'the gospel, and 
new laws and. European government are producing 
similar effects; and let the British authorities lay 
aside that great partiality which they have invariably 
shown to the prejudices, the usages, and the extra­
vagant pretensions which prevail io. Hindoo society; 
instead of looking at the natives with pride and 
hauteur, let the civil and military officers treat them 
with kindness and condescension; let office and re­
wards be conferred upon merit, and talent and ser­
vice and integrity alone j instead of frowning upon 
the Shooora. in his hut, and scowling the outcast 
Pariar to a distance and compelling him to prefer 
his complaint in court, through the medium of 
another, let them understand that they are men, 
and that they are deserving of law and justice and 
rJght as much as the highest Bramin in the land; 
let a system of education, on proper prineiples, and 
suited to all cl ...... be established throughout tile 
provi.QCeS, and the day must speedily come "ben 
the 8f.IAI of India . will vie with those of Britain in 
the career of aiviliutiol:1, and impro.vement. The 
government aad .n clasaps of Europe8A8 have it in 
their power to do much. and while the progreu 
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of knowledge and true !'eligion mnst crown the 
triumph, education, the press, public opinion, and 
equitable laws, and measures of amelioration may 
do a vast deal to hasten and to secure it . . 

No system could be more the revet'se of the 
gospel, than ,that of caste, 8S established by 
Bramha. According to the letter and the spirit <:,f 
the Bible, it is our duty to love our ne;ghhour 
as we do ourselves, to love our enemies, to do good 
to those who hate us, and to pray for those who, 
deflpitefuJly use us and persecute us. While it 
holds up to reprobation the conduct 'Of the priest 
and the Lcvite who, very probably on the ground of 
caste and their own superiOTity, looked upon the 
poor man who had fallen among thieves, and passed 
him by on the other side; it holds up, as an 
example to all, the conduct of the g'ood Samaritan 
who bound up his WQunds, and took charge of him. 
But the spirit and temper which caste generates 
and maintains in its votaries, are, to leave all, except 
their own immediate kindred, to starve and perish 
in their calamities, and to make them unkind and 
malevolent. A stranger may lie at the door, may 
writhe in agouies, may die, and become the prey of 
the jackals or the vultures, before a Hindoo would 
render him any assistance. To give him a cup 
of cold water to relieve his thirst. fX to e.dmi.nister 
medicine to him in sickness would be violation 
of bis caste, and would expole a Shoodra. to the 
anathema of his kinsmen. Shortly after ·our 
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arrival at Bangalore, the roof of our houle was 
under repair; and one of the hricklayers feU 
from a great height, and was very much in­
jured. In his agonies, the poor man was fainting 
away, and we called upon his fellow-workmen 
to run to the well, and fetch some water. Not one 
of them would stir; and what was the hard-hearted 
reply? If That man, sir, is not my caste; I 'cannot 
touch that man, nor give him water to drink." 
Hindooism dries up all the human sympathies, anrl 
renders its devotees, misanthropes. It is true that 
the love of fame, and the desire of merit, will occa­
sionally preponderate, and triumph. To dig a 
well in the desert, to plallt a grove or an orchard, 
10 erect a temple, to build a tank, to give presents 
to the Bramins and alms to the poor, are deeds the 
most meritorious. and are sure to raise the indi­
vidual to immortal life and blessedness. But as to 
real philanthropy, as to the genuine benevolence 
which the gospel inspires, as to those feelings of 
compassion and of kindness which are to be found 
among the poorest classes of our own society, they 
nr~ scarcely to be found; the system robs the people 
even of the social affections, inasmuch 3S it allows 
them to carry their aged, sick, and infirm parents 
and relatives to the banks of the Ganges, to stuff 
their mouths with' its soil, and to immerse them in 
its waten, that their end may be hastened, and they 
may cease to be a burden. 

R 
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No institution could be more rigid in its enact· 
ments, and more severe in its penalties, than caste. 
To be turned out of the synagogue aITlong the 
Jews, was · bad; to be under the anathemas of 
popery, and be exposed to its pains and penalties 
in the dark agfis, was worse; but to be deprived of 
caste, and to be subject to all the Hils which 
its loss involves, is worst of all. An individual 
may be wicked, profane, devoid of ev~ry good 
principle, and :m abandoned profligate, and yet, as 
a Hindoa, may enjoy all the privileges of his caste; 
but the moment that he violates any of its rules, 
the moment that he would vpnture to eat and drink 
wil,h a person of another grade, he exposes himself 

to the most dreadful denunciations. No person can 
Tf.!ceive the miscreant into their house, or hold any in­
tercourse with him; everyone agrees to cover him 
with ridicule, contempt and disdain; to be seen 
with him, would be a crime deserving of reprehen­
sion; the woman to whom he was betrothed, would 
not be allowed to marry him; he is deprived of the 
protection and immunities to which his caste might 
have given him a claim; all denouuoe him 8S a 
PariaT, as a Chandala, as the veriest vagabond that 

. ever lived, and his parents, and relatives and friends 
must be t:ne first to disown him and to shower 
curses upon his head. No wonder that this system 
should be regarded as a great bamer to the truth. 
If the fear of man can bring a snare, well may 
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it operate heTe. It haa, no doU:bt, kept back thou­
sunds from making a profession, who would other­
wise have become formalists and hypocrites. 

To show how the fear of losing caste operates, I 
may refer to the case of a brother missionary. He 
once thought that he had made d~ep impressions 
upon the mind of his pundit. So candidly and 
so meekly did the man appear to drink in the word, 
that the missionary could not but r~ioice. After 
many professions made by the pundit that he was a 
Christian in heart, that he believed as firmly in the 
gospel as any member of the church, and that 
it was only the fear occasioned by his relatives, 
which kept him from making the avowal, the 
missionary pressed upon him the necessity of pub­

licly declaring his attachment to Christ. The man 
as often tried to evade it, by some dexteroue exr.use, 
till on one occasion, be promised that he would, at 
all risks, receive the ordinance of baptism on the fol­
lowing sabbath. On Saturday evening, he came to 
the missionary. told bim that he was in the greatest 
fiifficulties, and knew not what to do; his relatives 
were 80 opposed to his baptism, that he did not 
think his life would be safe j and as to his wife, she 
had become 80 frantic: that she had thrown herself 
into a well. The missionary sympathiz.ed with 

him, and replied that it "muld perhaps, under such 
circttmetances, be as weft to defer his profession of 
Christilmity. But 80me persons in the mi8Sion 
faariJy suspected the truth of his story; ,,!,ent to his 

H 2 
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house, and found it was all false. The dread of what 
he would be called to suffer in the loss of casle, 
and the calamities which it would inflict, there was 
no doubt, led him to forge this story. and chained 
him to his heathenism, 

But whateve,r may be the influence which caste 
exercises over multitudes in keeping them back 
from an open aud a bold avowal of the truth, 
it viSits the weak, the hllmble and unoffending 
CQU\'crt with terrible vengeance. If bonds and 
imprisonments do not await him, his friends and 
relatives aTe sure to cast him Qut; threats, calum­
nies, and persecutions aUr",l him at every step; 
daily is he ohligerJ to take up his cross, to deny him­
self, and stand prepared to suffer the loss of all 
things. By the Hindoo law of inheritance, every 
outcast, forfeits his right to his patrimony; and 
since e\'(~ry Christian becomes an outcast, he must, 
on his profession, agree to surrender his claim 
to all the property which a gracious providence has 
given him, for his own comfort, and for the good of 
others. 

Of this, Naraputsingh-a convert ill Beugal, was 
a striki.ng instancf'_ During the days of his hea­
thenism, he was able to live like a Nabob, could 
command his train of servants, and travelled io 
orienta] style. But the moment he submitted to 
the ordinance of baptism, and embraced the truth, 
his relatives seized upon his property; he lost, 
by bis profession of the gospel, the sum of eight 
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thousand pounas; he was reduced to absolute 
IJuverty, and has laboured, in the service of our 
society, at the rate of twenty rupees per mouth, 

Many cases of a similar kind have occurred, and 
have shown how much the natives, whatever may be 
their caste, have to suffer. when they come out from 
among the heathen, separate themselves from their 
idols~ and have the boldness to join themselves to 
the lsrael of God. How patiently should we bear 
with their weaknesses, and their infirmities? How 
tenderly should we reason with them, and take them 
by the hand to lead them, like the lambs of the 
flock. through the terriblE: wilderness? But what if, 
instead of being satisfied with the sacrifices they are 
obliged to mllke. we should bind burdens upon their 
shoulders, which, in their infancy, they are not 
able to bear! \Vhat if, instead of bemg satisfied 
with their communion among all classes of their 
brethren at the table of the Lord, we should set up 
a new test of our own, and compel them to eat and 
drink with all classes in our own houses! What, if 
instead of reasoning with them, and winning them 
over, with love and kind neElS, to OUT own views, we 

should exact iTom them the same degree of know­
Jedge, and the same measure ofChrj~tian experience, 
Wi are to be met with amQng believers ttt home, and 
in defect thereof, drive them from the fold, and in­
duce them to think that heathenism, with all its. ac­
cumulated iUs, .is bettet, thl:tD such a religion as 
O'irs? Will the Lord hold us guiltless? Shall we, 
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on the ground of reason, of revelation, of experience, 

or of common sense, be justified in such conduct? 
Most assuredly DOt. "From this confession," writes 

an intelligent, an experienced. and a devoted mis­
sionary, II the writer would remark, that if great im· 

perfections attend the most enlightened Christians 
who have, from their very infancy, been trained up 
in the ways of God; how much more may this be 
expected to be the case with the first converts from 
Paganism, who cannot he- supposed, in a short time, 
to divest themselves entirely of the influence of 
native prejudices, or completely to break the force 
of former habits ?-To object to first converts, be­
cause they are less perfect than Christians who have 
enjoyed greater privileges, discovers gl'eat ignorance 
of human nature, and great inattention to the history 
of past ages, None but narrow-minded bigots who 
take up subjects by halves j insipid moralists, 
swollen with pharisaical pride; and sceptics, in 
whose eyes religion and vice are mere relative terms, 
which may be changcd and rechanged, according to 
the tempers and circumstances of mankind,-none 
but such will sneeringly object to them,"· 

After 8n experience of twelve years in the mis­
sionary field, I can most cordially agree with such 
sentiments. There is 00 one who has a greater 
abhorrence of caste, than I have; nor is there one 
who has done morc to exterminate it from the minds 

• Dr, Jl.1iloc's Uclru;pecl of tile Prol.t:8tl1llt MialiuD to China. 
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and from the conduct of those who have made a 
profession of Christianity. But to adopt B. system 
that would reduce every convert, whatever might 
have been his caste when a heathen, to the level of 
a Pariar, and to the lowest scale in society; to com~ 
pel the Jews to eat with the Gentil~s. or one class 
of converted Gentiles to eat and drink with another, 
as a test of religion, is to set up a standard which, I 
conceive, is unknown to the Bible, Rnd which, if 
applied in Christian countries, would spread anarchy, 
disorder, and ruin through our intelligent and pros­
perous, and long~established churches. 

If it is still contended that such a measure is law­
ful to show an abhorrence of castc; I would reply that 
all thillgS are not expedient. Never should .such a 
test be/arced upon the converts. Are the believers 
to dine or to sup with the missionaries and with the 
Pariars in common? then such an entertainment 
ought surely to be held up as an honour and as a 
privilege to which they ought to aspire, and not as 
It eriterioD of piety. 'Vhile such civil disabilities 
and penalties are visited by the government autho­
ri~;es upon Pariars and upon all who eat and drink 
with them, missionaries ought to encourage the 
Christians who believe that, in tht:ir baptism, they 
have renounced their caste, and who are so treated 
by their heathen kinsII\en, to take up this heavy 
crOM to please an their brethren j missionaries ought 
;0 exert themselves to obtain thc repeal of all those 
eli.actments'wbicb bear 80 oppressively upon outcaats 
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of every Dame and every class; and if such a test is 
absolutely necessary to prove that the converts have 
abandoned caste, and have reached an indispensable 
perfection, missionaries ought to be agreed upon this 
point, and ought to adopt at every station thro!lgb· 
out India, the ,Il3me system, that the grievances of 
native Christians may be one, their honours and 
privileges be one, their hopes and fears be one, and 
their juys and Borr OWE. be one. Show me a native 
convert who has been baptized and who has com­
muned with his brethren at the table of the Lord, 
but who has, by such a test, been driven from the 
fellowship of the faithful j and I will show you a 
convert whom I would follow as a lost sheep in t.be 
wilderness, and whom I would use all the pity and 
all the love and all the exertion of which I am 
capable, to find, and to restore, as I feel convinced 
that, in renouncing his idolatry, and in avowing 
himself to be a follower of the Lamb, he made 
greater sacrifices, and endured more trials to prove 
the sincerity of his faith, than those who have had 
the temerity to deprive him of the rights and privi­
leges of 8 disciple. 



105 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE LITERA TUitE OF INDIA. 

T!l1t LlTER.lTURE OF THE HINDOOfi-SJ.N9CIUT LANGVAGE-SIMILA.lI. 

TO THK LA.TIN IS ITS R18t,; I. torl) DECLINK-NOT THY. 1I.01'8KII. 0). 

THIt VERNACULAR TONGUXS-EVlIIENCE TlUT IT IS NOT-THE 

VEDJ.S-THE 8HA8T~RS-THE POOR.lNNAS-THB R.UU.Y.U/J,-lI...l­

RlSCHUNDXJ.. 

IN the literature of India, there is, no doubt, a great 
mass of romance, and absurdity; but not more peT·' 
haps than in that of Greece and of Rome. While 
80me have agreed to hold up Indian 1iterature as a 
model of perfection, as excelling in wit, in eloquence, 
in poetry, in tragedy, and in all that is agreeable 
to tllste, as well as imagination; others have de­
nounced it as a tissue of extravagant fancics, and 
pernicious dogmas which have no foundation in 
fact, and no practical bearing on society. I caDDot 

agree with eitJ!er of these opinions j and think it 
may be shown that, amidst a mass of rubbish, there 
are some facts. some laws. some proverbs, some 
poetry, some general principles, some philosophy, 
some grammar and language which are not UD-
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worthy the consideration of the scholar and the 
philosopher. 

In all probability, the language in which the 
greater part of their literature was originally 
written. was the Sansent, and from thence it was, 
afterwal'ds, transfused into all the vernacular dia­
lects of the empire. But whatever the original 
may llave been, one thing is certain, that there is 
scarcely a book to be found in the one, which has 
not been written in the other. It is impossible to 
conceive of a language exi5ting, and arriving at the 
stage of perfection which the Sanserit has acquired, 
without concluding that it must, at one period, have 
been the language of a people, and have been n~e­
fully applied to all the purposes of life. The most 
probable conjecture is, that it was the language of 
the Bramins, that they were a race of conquerors 
who came from the north, that they easily overran 
and subdued the continent of India, that they en­
grafted their system of superstition upon the idolatry 
which they found among the people, and that, as 
the eons of Brumha, they have retained in their 
hands, the key of knowledge, and the reins of 
government. 

A great similarity may be traced between the 
progress and the decline of empire in the East e.nd , . 
in the West, at the same periods of time. The 
Roman power which, in the agee of obscurity, grew 
up in Latium, swallowed up the adjoining p'rovincel, 
extended its arms over ancient Europe, tried to 
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amalgamate the customs and the Buperstitions of the 
conquered countries with its own, fell a prey to 
violence in its turn, sank under the weight of its 
own grandeur and greatness, and, while in the disso­
lution of the rule which it exercised over the nations, 
its power was lost j what became of that language of 
which the Romans were so proud, which they tried 
to impose upon the conquered provinces, and which 
was to become universal and be a substitute for aU the 
tonguesoftheenrth? that languagewasexpelledfrom 
the seat of its nativity, ceased to be the dialect of a 
people, and was the vir-tim of the dominion to which 
it aspired. So, and most probably during the same 
period, the Bramins and the real Hindoos descended 
iu swarms upon the continent of India, spread their 
despotism and influence among the aboriginal tribes, 
and established their law, their superstition, and even 
their language, as far as their power and policy 
could accomplish it j but one revolution after 
another annihilated their power, broke up this con­
federacy, brought tht:m into a closer alliance with 
the ancient inhabitants, and. whatever may be the 
ho1d their Buperstition had maintained over the em­
pire. their 1anguage has almost expired j its stu­
dents and admirers aU speak the vetoacular dialect 
of the provinces in which they reside, and, instead 
of becoming universal, and taking tbe place of 
thOle which might be de,med inferior, it is the one 
which is the most likely to.. sink. into oblivion, aDd to 

be ... tiroly forgotten. 
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When we remember the veil which is 'cast over 
the earlier history of India, we need not be sur­
prised at the cloud in which the origin of this beau~ 
tiful language is enveloped, and th~t all efforts 
hitherto made for its discovery have failed. As the 
Banscrit in the East, so the Latin in the West, is 
still a distinct language. But were our ancient 
hi8tories involved in as much romance, and ob­
scurity a8 those of Hindoostban, I can easily con­
ceive of a Hindoo arriving in Europe, sitting down 
to learn German, or Fren.ch, or English, studying 
Latin as a learned language which is to afford him 
great assistance in his work; and what are the ques­
tions that would naturally occur to him? What is 
tbis Latin 1 Where did it originate 1 Was it ever 
the language of a people? And yet, without the 
knowledge which we have of the Roman empire, 
there would be as much difficulty in giving him 
an answer, as our Orientalists have found in ascer­
taining the origin of the Sanscri t, 

M ucb as I venerate the names of Sir W. Jones, 
and Dr. Carey, and other Oriental scholars, I cannot 
agree with the opinion that the SaDscrit is the parent 
of all the vernacular languages. To say that it 
sustains the same relation to the tongues of India, 
that the Latin does to those of Europe, is perhaps 
saying too much. As the Italian Bnd tbe Spallieh 
are more allied to the Latin than are the languages 
of Celtic origin, 80 there may be, among the' dialects 
of India, some that are more .Hied to the SanlCl'it,. 



VERNACULAR DIALECTS. 109 

than others, But nothing can be more certain than 
tlii:;, that the Tamul, the Telloogoo, and the Cana~ 
rese which are the cognate dialects of the penin­
sula, are of a different family, and have no more 
connexion with the Sanscrit, than they have with the 
Persian, or Arabic. In these three }al)guages. there 
is an ancient and a modern dialect. Nearly all 
their works are written in poetry, and in the higher 
tongue, und as we peruse the translations that 
have been made from the poems of Vyasa and Val­
meekee, and all the more ancient classics, the purer 
does the Canarese, the Tamul, and Telloogoo become; 
there is scarcely a Sanscrit word to be found; the 
whole record is in the original language of the 
country, whpreas the modern and vulgar dialects 
are more replete with Sanscrit termS-B full and 
convincing proof to my own mind, that the 811Dscrit 
is not the parent of these languages. 

All native grammarians too have agreed that 
these three dialects are radically different from the 
Sanscrit, and ' have no dependence upon it what­
ever, and have therefore divided their words into 
the respective heads of the language of the land, 
Sanscnt derivatives, Sanscrit corruptions, and pro­
vincial terms. All words expressive of primitive 
ideas and of such things as are used in the early 
stages of society; all words denoting the different 
members of the body, the varioue kinds of in8tru~ 
meats in common use, and the different &ON of 
oatil.; aU words describing their food, their d ....... 
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their ornaments, their dwelling, tbei;r relations in 
life, and the productions of the ground-belong to 
the vernacular tongue, while the Sansarit termi 
in use belong entirely to law, literature and religion. 
In addition to this, the conversation of the Bramins, 
abounds much~more with Sanserit terms, than that 
of the other classes who speak their own ,colloquial 
dialects best, and who, in attempting to use Sanserit 
words, often excite the scorn and derision of their 
more learned superiors. · Nor is it unworthy of re­
mark, that the Telloogoo which is spoken by the 
tribes of the north, is more replete, in the vulgar 
dialect, with Sanscrit words, than the Tamul and 
the Canarese which are spoken further to the south, 
and to the south-west, and since the lower classes 
of the people are now considered the aborigines of 
the land, since there is a more intimate alliance be­
tween ShiD Tamul, and Hulee Canada, and ancient 
Teloogoo, than there is in the modern dialects, and 
since the Bramins are considered a race of con­
querors who emigrated from the distant north, 
it would be evident that the diaJect nearer to the 
seat of the aggressors, would be more likely to be 
affected by the foreign language. 

The adoption of such a gf'l1eral prin~ple RI that 
against which I am contending, to account for the 
division and variety of Eastern languages, it, at 
first view, very imposing, and has flO often heee l!I!-' 

iterated by the admirers of SaDSCrit philology, that 
ocholan! have readily tak~ .it for granted; . but 
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every Europran who haa studied the vernacular 
languages, knows that it is destitute of proof. Indeed! 
it might be contended with equal propriety, that 
our own language is derived from the Latin, or from 
the Greek, because a number of their words are in­
corporated with it, to express many of the techni­
calities of law, science, and literature; as to contend 
that the8'e and other vernacular languages were de­
rived from the Sanserit. 

The Vedas are four in number, and are the most 
ancient! and the most sacred of the Hindoo writings. 
The Rig-the Yajur-the Sam, and the At-hur­
wana Vedas are said to have proceeded from the 
mouth of Brumha, are, therefore, reckoned divine 
in their origin, and infallible in authority, are 
esteemed too sacred for the lower classes to hear, 
and are the books on which the Stamins rely for 
all their power and pretensions. According to the 
general belief, tbey were compiled by Vyasa, and 
as they do not enjoin any worship to Rama, to 
Crisbnu and to other deities which have long been 
popular among HindOOB, their antiquity must be 
very great. But however ancient they may be, 
they can make no pretensions to divinity. After 
giving lOme account .of, the creation as the work of 
Brumha, they chiefly eonsist of prayers to the Su­
preme .Be~, \0 'the sun" to tbe stars and to the 
dements; and descriptions of various rite&, cere­
monies, and incantations. The practical patti in­
eo_ tbeir idolatroua d"tiu; advance argument. 
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for their system of mythology, describe the sau­
guinary chapter in which the sacrifices both animal 
and human, and the maDner in which they are to be 
offered. are revealed, and give the fearful curses 
and imprecations which are to 1e denounced against 
enemies. In lpe exercise of their ingenuity to dis­
cover resemblances between the trne religion, and 
the Hindoa mythology, some have gone so far as to 
find in these books, some analogies to the Books of 
Moses. Because one gives some account of the 
creation of the world and of man, THAT they 
imagine corresponds with Genesis. Because 
another contains laws and ordinances to regulate 
their worship, that is thought to resemble Exod1JS. 
Because another has enjoined sacrifices of all kinds 
and describes minutely the manner in which they 
are to be offered, that is thought to be similar to 
Leviticus. Because another teaches lessons of 
morality, and unfolds the blessings and the curses 
which the priests may pronounce, that they main­
tain must be analogous to Deuteronomy j and since 
the notion prevails that these Vedas were given by 
Drumha from Mount Meras, they trace, in tbis cir­
cumstance, the delivery of the law from Mount 
Sinai. These are, no doubt. strange fancies. But 
minds of a certain order delight in such researches 
and in drawing such analogies; it is enough to or­
dinary minds that they hear of such enquiries and 
contemplate the results. 

Next in importance to the Vedas, the various 
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Shasters hold a place. In the estimation of the 
HramiD8 with whom I bave conversed, they have not, 
8S some have asserted, the same claims to divinity as 
tte Vedas. Their Msbes and their sages are their 
authors; but they are not esteemed as inspired, 
"and, should you sweep away th.e whole circle of 
their sciences, the Vedas would remain unimpaired, 
and would be regarded as sacred as before. The 
Selpee Shaster teaches the science of architecture; 
the Dhurma Shaster that of law and logic; the 
Neetie Shaster that of moral philosophy j the Jotee 
Shaster that of ustrology; the Weidya Shuster 
that of medicine. The sciences are described, are 
expatiated upon, have the ruleg by which they are 
brought into use, are taught in their' schools and 
colleges, and present to the st.udent a formidable 
array of metaphysics, and of philosopby, anel of 
science falsely so called. 

The Poorannas occupy the next place in the Hin­
doo ]iterattlre. As mythological poems, they are 
perhaps the most popular and the most interesting 
of their writings. The Maha BhaTta, and the 
Bagwuta describe the exploits of Chrishnu; and 
the Ramayana those of Rama. As it may not be 
uninteresting to the reader, I shaH jllst give an out­
line of the latter. 

At different times, Bhoodevi -or the earth is repre· 
Bented .as oppreued with monsters and with de­
mODI. Unable any longer to bear their eoormitiea, 
ahe entel'l the preaence of Visbnoo, entreats hi, in-
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terposition, nnd receives a promise that he will be 
come incarnate and destroy her enemies. Hence so 
many incarnations. After glancing at the six which 
have already taken place, in the form of a fish. of a 
tortoise, of a boar, of a man-lion, of a dwarf and 
of au ox, Wabll.ce.kee proceeds to describe that in 
the form of Rama who is born as the son of Dhusa­
flltha, king of Oude. His wife is born a princess, 
Ilnd in process of time they are united in marriage. 
His father Dhusarutha becomes old and infirm, ann 
wishes Rama to take the reins of government into 
his hands. Hama replies u It cannot be. I have not 
been born for such a worldly purpose as this. I 
must call my wife, Seeta, a10ng with me, we mllst 

reside, like ascetics. in the desert; and it will 
presently appear for what purpose I reside amongst 
men." He docs so. They build a hermitage, and 
spend their time amongst the beasts of the forest. 
The giant Ravanna-the king of Lunka in Ceylon­
the monster with ten heads and as many arms, and 
to destroy whom, it is the design of the incarnation, 
hears this intelligence,. and is determined, in the 
struggle. to give Rama as much trouble as be pos­
sibly can. Having the power of changing his form, 
he assumes that of an ascetic, and while Ram. is 
absent from the hermitage, he appears at the door, 
and intreats Seeta to give him an alms. The mo­
ment of bestowing her bounty, upon the traitor, be 
embraces an opportunity of seizing ber. of-carrying 
her off, and putting her in prison. '" On his ret"tIl 



1t4MA YANA. 116 

to the hermitage, Rama cannot find his wife, sinks 
mto a sea of grief, utters the most piteous cries, and 
passes through those deep emotions of sorrow 
which characterize eastern nations. To assist him 
in his conflict with the giants, the angels are repre­
sented as becoming incarnate in monkeys, and Hu­
numunta is their leader. Since the latter is wor­
shipped in every towu and almost in every village 
in India, it is evident that he is a deity of no small 
consequence. Finding Rama in a atate of de­
spondency, he becomes his prime-minister, and un­
dertakes to visit Lunka and find out ~e eircum. 
stances of Seeta. He assumes the form of a rat, 
and pursues his circuitous route, through the 
hl)uSt!s of the enemy, till he discovers the prison 
where Seeta is confined. Like a faithful servant, 
he delivers to her the message of his master, and 
receives from Seeta her answers in return. After 
having emerged from the prison, be assumes his 
proper fGrm, is seen scampering over the walls and 
tlle houses, and excites considerable alarm among 
the giants in Lunka. Whether his visit was all 
omen of good or of evil they could not understand. 
At length. they Beited him as a prisoner, and 
brought him to the courLof Ravaona to be examined.. 
As they would not give him a seat, but compelled 
him to stand, he took his tremendous tai] and coiled 
it, as a sailor would a cable, till it rose to such a 
height ae enabled. him to sit down on an equality 
with the throne -of Ravanna. In reply to the ques-

I 2 
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tions which the king put to him concerning his 
name, his parentage, his design in visiting Lunka, 
he gives such clever and ingenious answel'8, that he 
sets the whole court in bursts of laughter against 
their sovereign. Ravanna is frantic with rage, and 
asks what is to. be done with this monkey? Some 
proposed one thing, some proposed another, but aU 
ngreed in the suggestion that as he made such a 
boast of his tail it ought to be set on fire. Accord­
ingly, all the old clothes, the rags, and paper that 
are to be found in Lunka, are put in requisition to 
make a fl~mbeau of this tail. They cover it with 
tar and pitch and other combustibles, set it on f.re, 
and then liberate the prisoner that they may hRve a 
day of frolic. No sooner does Hunumlmta regain 
his liberty than he pursue!' his race-now through 
the fields of corn and sets them on fire-then 
through the farm-yards, and OVf':r the hay-ricks and 
puts them in a blaze j then over the walls and 
through the houses and kindles a flame which is not 
easily utiflguislied. Never did such an incendiary 
visit Lunka before_ To save their city from de­
struction, the giants now pursue him to put out the 
torch which they had lighted. Hunumunta ascends 
the tower of a temple and hides himself in its sum­
mit, and when he finds it weB filled wilh giants, he 
throws it down with violence and destroys them 
,,11. He makes his escape, and dips his tail in the 
sea, and returns to Rama. After ·reporting the 
exploits of his embassy, they assemble the armies 
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of monkeys, throw a brIdge across the sea from the 
cuutinent to Ceylon. and lay siege to the fortress of 
Rav8nna. The war is commenced, and prodigies of' 
valour are performed on both sides, till Rama kills 
the monster Ravenna, liberates his wife Seeta, and 
d'!livers the earth from the giants wbose enormities 
cause her to groan. 

Such is the substance of their Epic Poem tIle 
Rameyanaj but the poetry, the figures the illustra­
tions, and the descriptions with which it abounds 
are often interesting and splendid j and while we 
cannot but deplore that such powers should have 
been wasted upon such absurdities, we cannot but 
admire the genius, the spirit,. the eloquence, the 
splendid talents with which its author must have 
oeen endowed. 

But there is another work which I have read se­
veral times, and which though not so renowned as 
the Ramayana, was always more pleasant, inter­
esting, and useful to me. The history of Haris­
cuundra-Raya is almost a counterpart of the his­
tory of Job. In the heaven of lodra, there is ao 
assembly of the gods, and moooees, and most me­
ritorious sages. The question arises, "whether 
there be a righteous. prioce on the face of the 
earth?" Vishwamittra asserts that there is not 
one. He is opposed by Vasishta who declares he 
k.nows aOO be can prove 'hat his disciple Haris­
chundra is a prince in whom there is no fault, that 
be is a perfect man. In a terrible rage, with a 
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haughty and imperious temper, like a perreet fllry, 
and more in the spirit of Satan than any thing, that I 
have seen recorded, Vishwamittra declares it is 
false; chal1enges his antagonist to the proof j and 
pledges to lose half of the merit which he has ob. 
tained, should. he not succeed in showing to gods 
nod to men, that the declaration which Vasishta bas 
made cannot be sUiltained. Let the gods torsake 
Harischundra, and let them deliver him into his 
hands. and he engages to show tbat tbis prince is 
unworthy the praise which has been bestowed upon 
him, and that he is frail and unrighteous as any of 
his brethren. Poor Harischundra becomes the vic­
tim of this controversy, and is delivered into the 
handa of this malignant and persecuting sage. The 
dreadful campaign commences. As though all the 
power of heaven and earth was committed to ulis 
diabolical agent, he assails the virtue of the prince 
by strong and numerous temptations, and he is 
foiled in one stratagem. only to commence another 
that will entwine his victim in his folds, and render 
him more secure. He reduces him to the most ob­
ject poverty, deprives him of his kingdom. drives 
him from his home ond his subjects, covelli tbe 
road upon which he and hiB wife ond child are 
to travel, with thorns and briars to lacerate their 
feet, aDd make tbeir journey intolerable, compels 
him to sell his wife and brings trouble and death 
upon his son. Still the virtue of Harischundra is 
triumphant. His accuser cannot establish hi, 
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charge. He malu~s him a grave..d,igger, and the 
prince labours at his occupation with as much 
diligence and zeal, as when he administered the 
affairs of state. The mind of man cannot con­
template a more wretched, and pitiable object, 
than Harischundra in a grave-yar~ which is de­
scribed as being hideous, frightful and disgusting 
as the Gehenna of Judea, or as the Tartarus of 
Roman mythology. But the prince retains his 
integrity to the last. His accuser is confounded, 
and is obliged to confess his defeat. The gods them· 
selves do honour to the virtue of the prince; 
Vishwamittra lost:s his stock of merit, and gives 
it to his antagonist j and Vasishta bequt:aths it 
to Harischundra; and as a triumph to the ordeal 
through which he bas passed, the king is reinstated 
upon his throne, his queen is re~tored to him, 
Lis son is raised to life, and, 8S it was with 
Job, so it was with this eastern prince, his latter 
end was better than his beginning. 

Whatever toil and labour it may cost him, and 
however dry and uninteresting the study may 
he, every one who wishes to obtain a knowledge of 
the native language, must apply to the classic8. 
At first, he may, perhaps, perul!te a translation, or a 
work written by a European with advantage; 
but if he rests "satisfied with this, and with conver· 
aation and similar methods, he will never he a 
scholar, and he cannot expect to adva{l.ce his 
own usefulness, and to Ii'lr'e to the greatest benefit 
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of others. Nothing is 80 easy as to obtain a smat­
tering of two or three languages, and to gratify 
the vanity of the mind, with the name of being 
a great linguist. Bat the writer bas no Iympatby 
with such childish pretensions. In attempting to 
gain too rnucr~. the student gains comparatively 
little. Far better that the missionary should give 
his whole time to one language spoken by eight or 
ten millions of people, and so master it, that he 
might use it as his own, apply it to all practical 
purposes, and that he may be rendered a blessing 
to the multitudes who understand it, than to have a 
superficial knowledge of many and not be able to 
use any of them with efficiency. It is too much 
like those "'ho are always learning, and never 
coming to the knowledge of the truth. Were the 
life of man to be devoted to such pursuits only, 
it might be pardonable. But as a missionary only 
studies language as the means of accomplishing the 
most glorious end; his energies ought not/to be 
wasted; his short career ought to be improved 
to the noblest purposes; and his own rei>utation 
and fame should be nothing to him, when compared 
with the interests of humanity, with the prospects 
of usefu lness, and with the glory of God. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

1'UE SYRIAN CIlRIS'fIANS. 

TilE SYRlAN8 LAND ON THE OUAST OF MAI. ADAR-TREIR PRI­

"lLJ::G¥.~ UNDER HRATHEN I'Rn'OF-S , CONTIiASTXD WITH THE" 

INTOLlmASCK 0)' THE PDRTI,:!; UJ.:IIX_THE VlOJ.JI"·CK OF THRift 

I'KltSECUl'ORH-THF. EFYECTS OF THRSII: OI'I'I~ES6[oN8-J. 'UIM­

NAST L)C.J,'T-THE 1!XERTION OF sm T. MUNllU 1'011 THEI.l­

WIlLetHI.& TUE CHURCH loliSSIONA!U11S-TH1Ull CONNEXION' 

WITH THE BElt OF ANTlUCH DI8S0LVl>1I-ARCHDEACON RO­

UlSION'S )U:I'ORT 01' HIS VISIT TO THEM. 

ON the coast of Malabar, and among the hills of 
Malayal1a, there exists a colony of Syria os. WheDce 
they came, and bow they have contrived to remain 
a distinct people, seems to be involved in consider­
able mystery. Some regard them as the disciples 
of 8t Thomas who, in his journeys of benevolence, 
visited the coast of India, established churches 
among the people, and afterwards fell a martyr 
to the truth, on the coast of CoromandeI. Otherd 
imagine them to be a colony of Nestorians who, in 
the fifth century, fled before the persecuting vio­

lence of the second Theodosius, and who, while 
many of their brethren seuled in Persia, and others 
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were driven to various parta of the East, took 
refuge among the heathen in Malabar. Their 
colour, their names, their maDDers and customs, 
their style of architecture, the use of the Syrian 
language, the rites and ceremonies used in their 
worship, and tpeir subjection, in former as well as 
in modern times, to the see of Antioch, would 
go far to establish the validity of the latter opinion; 
while the legendary tales of Romanists appear 
to be the only support which can be rendered to the 
former. Under the guidance and direction of their 
first Bishop Mar Thome, they secured a resting­
place in MalayaIls, and derived from him the name 
of St. Thome Christians-a designation which the 
Portuguese tried to affix to them, on the ground 
that they must, therefore, belong to the Roman 
Church, and be submissive to the authority of the 
pontiff: 

At their first settlement, they were successful, 
history affirms, in making converts to their religion 
from among the Nairs, and the Bramins; had great 
honours and privileges conferred upon them by the 
native princes j have always been esteerned for 
their truth, their honour, and their integrity of con­
duct: and were regarded by their sovereigns 3S the 
most faithful and courageous in war, and the most 
quiet and industrious in peace. Bul the arrival of 
the Portuguese in the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, was the signal for anar<:hy and confusion 
amoDg this interesting people. At that time their 
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number must have been large, 8S they reckoned a 
Ilundred and ten churches untler the Rajahs of 
Cochin and Travancore. So long as their inter· 
course, their commerce and their political sub· 
jection were confined to idolatrous Hindoos, they 
lived in peace; veneration and resp.ect fell to their 
iot; liberty of conscience was fully enjoyed; con· 
v(;rts were added to their communion without en· 
kindling any jealousy in the breasts of others; their 
metropolitans passed from Antioch to Indio, and 
returned if they wished to their native country 
unmolested; the honours and privileges granted 
to them, by the Peranm.ls, were enjoyed in tran­
qui11ity; and the prince who could number most of 
them among his subjects, was looked to with 
greate&t respect by bis ncighbours. But the mo­
ment that Europeans landed on their shores; the 
moment that Portuguese Christians-then the rulers 
of the ocean-established their marts, their factories, 
and their power in Malabar, the spirit of the West 
began to blow, in pestilential breezes, over the 
peaceful abodes of the Syrians. On hearing that 
~uch a colony of Christians existed, the Portuguese, 
asserted dominion over their faith j bribes, intrigues, 
treachery, and jesuitical arts of a11 kinds were 
employed to bring them into subjection to the 
Roman see j divisions were sown in the camp; com. 
meree was converted into an instrument of tempta­
tion aDd of evil; and the power and influence of 
the Rajahs were engaged to win them over to 
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a system which their ancestors had learned to 

despise. 
But the Syrians resisted stich efforts. They 

determined to adhere to their primitive faith. The 
respect which they had for the cross was better to 
them, than th.e favour of tbe Virgin, and the 
long catalogue of saints which adorned the Romish 
calendar; and they preferred the word and the 
service of God, to the nostrums and the traditions 
of men. Still, the craft and the power of the 
Jesuits were not to be resisted with impunity. In 
proportion to the steadfastness of the Syrians, the 
Portuguese became more violent j the thunders of 
the Vatican rolled in frightful peals, among tbe 
hills of Malabar; and the inquisition established at 
Goa," was brought to bear upon the stubborn and 

• "During the months of November and December," So.y8 
Dr. Ddlon, " I heo.rd every morning the shrieks of the unror. 
tunate victims who were undergoing the question. I remem­
hered to have hea.rd, before I wo.s CllBt into pri80n, that the auto~ 
da-fe WlUI generally celebrated on the first Sunday in Advent, 
because on that day is read in the churches that pnrt of the 
gospel in which mcntion wa.s made of the last judgment; and 
the inquisition pretend by the ceremony to exhibit a lively 
emblem of that awful ev~nt. I was likewise eODvinced that 
there were 0. great number of pri!lOners, besides myself; the 
profound silence which reigned within the walls of the build­
ing. having enabled me to count the nnmber of doors which 
were opened at the hoo.l"8 of meals. 

On the 11th of January the grent bell or \he catbedral begun 
to ring a little before lunrise, which l erved as II. signal to wam 
the people of Goo. to come and behold the august ceremony or 
the auto-da.fe; and then they made 011 proceed from tbe gallery 
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refractory heretics. Whose pen eould describe the 
miseries that followed? The tranquil habitations 
and peaceful villages of Travancore were converted 

one by one. I remarked, liS we pn.ssed into the great han, that 
the inquisitor wos sitting at the door with hiJ Becretary by him, 
IWld that be delivered every priaoner into the hands of a parti. 
cular penon, who is to be hi!J guard to the place of burning. 
TIII$e pel'Hons are culled parr.!.in! or godfathers. My godfat lu;!r 
\\ (UI the commander of a ship. J went fortb with him, and as 
soon Il8 we were in the street J ~nw that the procetlSion was 
commenced by the Dominican friars, who have the honour, 
because Saint Dominic founded the inquisition; these are 
followed by the prisoners, who walk one after another, each 
having his godfather by his side, and a lighted taper in his 
hand. The lea&t guilty are foremost; and as I did not pass 
for one of them, there were many who took precedence of me. 
Tbe women were "nixed promiscuou~ly with the men. We nIl 
walked bnrefoot, and lhe sllnrp stones of the streets of Goo 
wounded my tender feel and caused the blood to stream, for 
they mnde UB march through tbe chief streetB of the cIty. and 
we were regarded everywhcre by nn innumerable crowd of 
people, who hnd nsscmbled from all pn.rts of India to helioM 
this spectaclr, for the inquisition takes ('nre to n.nnounce it long 
before in the most remote parishes, At length we arrived ut 
the churcb of St. Frn.nciB, which was for this time destined. for 
lIle celebratiC>D of the act of faith, On one side of the altar wn!i 
dIe grand inquisitor and hi8 counsellors, nnd on the other the 
viceroy of Gon nnd his court. All the prisoners nre seated to 
heat a sermon. I oh&erved tbat those who wore the llOfI'ible 
cnrJ'O(;hWl came in Inilt in the procession. nile of the Augustine 
monks ascended the pulpit and preached for a quarter or an 
hour. The aermpn being coDcluded two readers weDt up to 
tbe pulpit, one after another, and read tbe aentences of the 
prisoners. My joy wu enreOle when I heard t.bat my sentenc~ 
WAS not In be burnt, but to be a galley ... lne ror 6ft yearB. 
After tbe aenteDcee were read tbey sUlllmoned forQt tbose 
lUi.erable victimfJ wbo were deatined to be immolated by the 
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into scenes of violence, spoliation and fiendish har~ 

bUlly; the Syrian metropolitans were imprisoned, 
and transported-one to Lisbon, and tbe other to 
Rome, till they submitted to the Pope j all the 
authority and influence of Portugal, were employed 
to rouse the Rajah of Cochin to oppress, to imprison, 
aJld to persecute his unoffending su~jects j and the 
navigation of the western coast was so arranged, as 
to prevent all intercourse between India and An­
tiocb, and to deter any bishop from coming to sup­
ply the place of the persecuted brethren. and to 
watch over the interests of the suffering churches. 

At length, Menezes -:-the archbishop of GO&­
determined to carry the citadel by storm. After 
summoning the Syrian priests to a council at Odi-

holy inquisition. The images of the heretics who hnd died in 
prison were brought up at the flame time, their bones ueing 
contained in small chests covered with flames and demons. 
An officer of the BecullU' tribunal now came forwnrd and seized 
these unhappy people, after they had each received a alight 
blow upon tbe brealt from the Alcaide to intimate that they 
were abaudoned. They were then led away to the banI!: of the 
river, where Lhe viceroy and his 'court were auembled, and 
'\I here the faggots bad been prepared the precedinjt d"y. AI 
lOOn ltIJ they arrht' at this place, the condemned priiOD.CJ'8 are 
uked in what religion they choose to die; and tbe moment 
tbey Ii.,.e replied \0 this qUClltion. the executioner lJ)Cizefi them 
and bind. them to a stake in the midst of the faggots. The 
day After the execution the portraits of the d,ead are carried to 
the church of the DominicaDs. The beads only are repl'e6~nted 
(wbich are generally very &Ccurate1y drawn, for tbe inquisition 
keep. ~cnent Iwners for the purpote) 8urround~ .by filll8et 
aDd demons, and DDdernutb is the Dame and crime 0{ the 
ptll'l'JOD who has heell burned. 
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amper, and laying do~n the lawl to them, with the 
Huthority of a judge, as wen as a hiehop, he con­
signed all their ancient manuscripts and books to 
the flames; transferred the bishopric of Angamalee 
to Cranganore; Drought the whole districts of the 
low country into subjection, and d;ove their more 
invincible clans of the mountain~ to arms to defelJ.d 
their liberties, their religion and their livea. No 
wonner that when Dr. Kerr, and Dr. Buchanan 
and the Church missionaries visited them, they 
found them in a low and a destitute condition! 
Without Bibles, without instruction, and without 
suitable ministers, what was to be expected but that 
they would be depressed in spirit as w,oll as in cir­
cumstances, and be prepared to welcome tbe En­
glish and true Christians as 'their friends and de­
liverers! Trample upon the liberties of a people; 
attempt to bend their consciences to your opinions, 
as well as deprive them of their immunities, and 
you, no doubt, make them your slaves; but reet 
assured that retributip. slumbers not. If there is 
not a power on earth to .avenge, there is one in 
heaven; and (j Vengeance is mine, saitb the Lord ! 
I will repay." The oppressOTs of these poor SyriaOl 
are already butDbled, and laid prostrate. The na­
tion that aftUcted the.m:, has long been visited with 
indignation. '. Th~ I)',t"" that heaped upon them 80 

many calamities, 1. ahom of the splendour which it 
once boasted in the East; and while a long ain of 
judgments await it ill every part of the earth. while 
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Dnbylon the grent will be thrown down from JJCr 
eminence, like a millstone inlo the midst of the seD, 
while heaven ilnd earth will rejoice ~ t her dcstruc· 

at the Court of the Rance, he exerted himself, in a 
most commendable manner, on behalf of the S yria ns. 
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He wrote an address full of power and eloquence, 
tu the British government, in their favour j be per­
suaded the Queen to establish and to enduw a 
college for the education of the Cattanars as the 
ministers and instructors of the people; and lie 
obtained for many of them place~ of trust and 
emolument under the government of Travancore. 
Through his kind arrangement also, the missionaries 
of tlJC Church Society were located among the 
Syrians, and have carried on their labours of love 
among them for many years. Under the oppressions 
of their foes, the peoplp. were reduced to extremiti88; 
their spirits were broken j they became indolent and 
inactive, and seemed to be lost to society, as weB as 
to the church; the greatest ignorance prevailed 
among them; and there was no education in the 
land. But the Lord is giving them a revival in 

their bondage. As the depositories of the scriptures 
in the Syriac language for so many ages past, they 
have now received the Bible published in that 
tongue, and also in the MaJayaJim-the vern<;lcular 
dialect of the people, and under the. kind, the su­
perintending and fostering care of so many devoted 
missionaries, the work of reformation is advancing, 
and will, I trust continue to advance, tm their hilli' 
and their dales resouoo with shouts of praise and 
gratitude to the· LOrd our God. 

In consequence of the great disorders which were 
occasioned by the despotism and persecutioDs of the 
Portuguese, and in consequence of the poverty into 

K 
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which the people were plunged, and wnicb dis­
qualified them to send messengers to Antioch, and 
to support their foreign metropolitan in that style 
which was deemed necessary to his dignity and au­
thority, the Christians in Malabar had for a long 
series of years: chosen their bishops and metropoli­
tans from among themselves, had submitted to their 
authority, and had no correspondence with the see 
of Antioch. But after the establishment of the 
college in Travancore, and the settlement of EDgli!'h 
missionaries among them, very considerable interest 
was created about them in England j great at­
tention was drawn to their state and circumstances; 
and greater efforts, it was evident, were likely to be 
made for their emancipation and their prosperity. 
This intelligence was received in Antioch, and the 
patriarch whose zeal and regard for his flock in In­
dia had slumbered for fifty years, thought it was 
time to supply the necessities of his diocese. Hav­
ing appointed a metropolitan and an archdeacon, 
he sent them to India with full powers to rectify all 
disorders, and to unite the Syrians in Travancore 
more closely with their original see. On the arri· 
val of Mar Athanasias and his ramban in Malabar, 
they commenced a most fierce and alarming conflict 
with aU parties, excommunica.tini their prede~ 

cessors, dissolving the marriages which they Dad 
celebrated, making alteratioDs in the churches. and 
conducting themselves with any thing but the hu­
mility, and the meekness of Christ. 



J.H!TROPOLrTA N. 131 

Their conduct was repreaented to the Resident, 
and to the Court of Travancore, as most mis­
chievous, and measures were adopted for the~r re­
moval; and they were banished the country. What­
ever diffe,-ence of opinion may exist on the pro­
priety of making an appeal to the ci·vil power for 
their banishment, every Christian must rejoice in 
the hope that the Syrians of Malaya1a will no 
longer be associated with Antioch. The -doctrines 
and the practice of the Maronites. seem to be para­
mount in that patriarchate, ·and as it is evident, 
according to accounts received from many parts 
of the East, that there are no greater enemies to the 
truth, and to Protestant missions, than the votaries 
of this sect, we cannot but feel grateful to God 
that the Syrian Christians arc likely to be rescued 
from their hands. The ecclesiastical authoritieS! 
chosen in India, seem to have been on the very best 
terms with the Caurch missionaries, and wish to 
co-operate with them in every plan for the removal 
of evils, and for the spiritual welfare of their 
?eOple; and should these dear brethren be the 
Olean! of causing the streams of life and sal,v8tion 
to flow among the hundreds of youth committed 
to their caM, and whom they are called to instruct 
in tbe greas ptiDciples. of the gospel j and shou1d 
many of tJiOBt youths become t~ ambassadors 
of reconciliation, and· diffuse these waters of life 
and immortality among the 1'Ok.ew:arm congre­
gations of Syrians, our heanl may ere long IJe 

" 2 
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gladdened with the tidings that the wildcrnefls 
and the solitary are made glad and that the desert 
rejoices and blossoms as the rose, I cannot 
better conclude this notice f)f the Syrian Chris.. 

tians than by an extract from a report given 
of his visit to ·them by Archdeacon Robinson in 
1830. 

"My visit to the society's mission at Cot yam, 
among the Christians of St. Thomas, was pro­
ductive of the greatest pleasure j and I beg leave 
to request the earnest attention of the committee 
to this most interesting establishment. I had 
fomerly an opportunity of visiting them in the 
year 1818, when our intercourse with the venernble 
church was in its illfancy; and since that time, 
peculiar circumstances havc led me to regard 
them with increasing interest. It was highly grati­
fying therefore to witness the great progress both 
of sOlJnd learning and religious feeling among 
the Syrian youth who are destined for holy or~ 
ders, the great desire for education which has 
spread throughout the country, and the confidence 
and affection with which the brethren at Cot yam 
are regarded generally by both the clergy and 
laity. The improvement thus produced, eBpe~ 

dally among the candidates for pt;iesthood, gives 
us the best ground of hope for the future, and 
that probably for many years, it must be the ob­
ject of hope rather than of exultation, of eamest 
prayer and wise counSel. 
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"My attention was chiefly directed to the actual 
atate of the college and the degree of' proficiency 
which the pupils have obtained, and I have great 
pleasure in assuring the committee that the result 
of my examination was highly satisfactory and 
most honourable to the Rev. Mr. L'loran, to whose 
judicious superintendence and unremitted instruc· 
tion it is indebted for its present improved and 
flourishing condition. 

"On May 3, in sixty·fourcatechist districts, com­
prising two hundred and forty-four towns and vil­
lages, more than two thousand families, consisting 
of above seven thousand five hundred souls, were 
under direct Christian instruction; in one hundred 
and fifty r.hurches. ninety-four smaller houses of' 
prayer, sixty.two schools, a seminary of thirty-six 
pupils, and a class of preparalldi contalDing about 
thirty young men. the number of scholars was onc 
thousand four hundred and fifty, of whom one 
hundred and twelve were girls. 

H My principal object, however, was to ascertain 
the progress of the students in religious knowledge, 
2nd I therefore catechised them very carefully in 
the chapter 1 Corinthians x.; which they read in 
English and translated verse by verse into Malay. 
a1im. The result was highly satisfactory, of course 
with a very perceptible difference of tbe younger 
boys; but in tbe higher classes there is a knowledge 
of tQ.e doctrines, history and scheme of Divine Re.­
velation, which shows that the main object of the 
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college, their preparation for the ehu·rch is sedu­
lously kept in view. When I saw one hundred 
and three boys thus educated by one clergyman. in 
so many different branches of learning almost all of 
which were totally unknown to them a few yean; 
ago, I could not help viewing it as an institution of 
incalculable taIut! and impor\ance." 
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CHAPTER X. 

'fHE DANiSH MISSiONS. 

MISSION TO TliANQU.l.BAR-II:UROPEAM lOCn:TY-RKU.UU) }'OR 

1'HI3: HBA'l'HEN __ TANUL LANGUAGE_HOld AN CON"IlRTS-DJ,ILl' 

STUI>IIi:8-TECV NIARl' l!:loIl1ARl\A~SMENTI-CllnI5TI AN KNUW~ 

I .Bl)GB I\OCIETY-LBTTHR 0)' OHORGl! !.-DEATK m' r.l:UGRN· 

}lAI.GH-oRUNDJ,X R·~ 1':1'1'ORTII AND DRC)U.SF.-1I0I'EH O~· THE 

f.N1UIY-NATIVJ: A8!1l!iTANCII.-THE F..l(BIlTlnNS 01' El/IlOPl\AN 

Nl~"10NARn:8 _ ~UCC):"S-BAI'TISM _ ARUNAU.I..UI. - 8W AUT'l 

----cA8TE-IU8H()P WILSOlf_Rl>YOlllt!. 

A'r the time that Asia was laid open to the zeal 
and enterprise of the weSfern nations, an East India 
Company was established in Denmark; and some 
of its citizens tried their fortune at Tranquebar. 
Though the speculation did not succeed, and the 
company were obliged to resign their charter into 
the bands of the sovereign; the factory thus estab. 
lisbed was maintained by the state; a governor and 
other subordinate officers were appointed; the un· 
dertaking continued to flourish under more powerful 
auspices; and many of the subjects of Copenhagen 
became rich, in consequence of their commerce 
with their settlement on the coast of Coromandel. 
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Frederick, who reigned at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, appears to have been a wise 
and a benevolent prince, and at the suggestion of 
Dr. Lutkens, be determined on establishing a mis~ 
sian for the conversion of the heathen at Tranque­
bar. Though .many difficulties arose; Providence 
evidently favoured the design by rais,ng up two 
young men, endowed with eminent zeal, piety, 
self-denial, and devotedness to take the lead in 
the arduous work. No Christian soldiers were 
mOfC fitted, by gifts and grace, for their sacred 
enterprise, than Zeigenbalgh and Plutscho; nor 
could they be excelled in the spirit with which 
they entered UpOIl the field. 

After their arrival at Tranquebar, discourage­
ments soon attended their steps. Like all Euro­
peans wbo visited India in thosc days, th ci r owr. 
countrymen were more intent upon making fortunes, 
than on setting examples of virtue to the heathen. 
They scorned, the.y calumniated, they persecuted 
the missionaries; they hated them for the trutb 's 
sake that was in them, and for the testimony whicIJ 
they bore against their works of darkness; and 
on one occasion, the governor arrested Zeigenbalgb, 
and confined him four months in prison. 'Such 
scandalous conduct would have been little to 
the missionaries, had it only affected themselves. 
But alas! it had most injurious effects upon tbe 
cause of God among the heathen, and it therefore 
wounded them the morc. The Janguage of the 
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natives, expressed in their bad English, used then 
to be, H Christian religion, devil religion; Christian 
much drunk, Christian much do wrong. much beat 
and much abuse others." 41 Truly," says an author 
of that day, "it is a sad sight there, to behold 
a drunken Christian, and a sober Ipdian j a tem­
perate Indian, and a Christian given up to his 
appetite; an Indian that is just and square in his 
dealings, and a Christian that is overreaching and 
exorbitant; a laborious Indian and an idle Chris­
tian, as if he were born only to fold his hands. 
o what a sad thing it is for Christians to come 
short of Indians, even in moralities! come short 
or those who themselves believe to come short of 
heaven." 

Nor was this aU. Dut these very Danes who 
ought to have supported the truth, scoffed at 
Chris tianity, laughed at the heathen who became 
anx.ious about their salvation, and told them often 
that they were better in their own religion, than to 
make themselves mean and contemptible by em­
bracing ours. But amidst evil report and good 
report; troubled on every side. yet not distressed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always 
bearing about in their body, the dying of the wed 
Jesus; the brethren persevered in their course; 
they were willing to suffer all thing.s for the elects' 
lake. and contioued therefore, to preach the word 
in seaSOD, and out of seaaon. It does one'!! heart 
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good to record their sentiments amidst the bowling 
of the storm . 

.. At this rate," say they, .. the word of God runs 
on amain. Our congregation consists · of sixty­
three persons, and another is to be baptized to­
morrow. We .hope more will shortly come over; 
there being a pretty many up and down, who 
have already received a favourable impression of 
the Christian religion. There is a blind man in our 
congregation, endued with a large measure of the 
spirit of God, who begin!! to be very serviceable to 
us in the catechising of others. He has such a 
holy zeal for Christianity. that everyone is asto­
nished at his fervent and affectionate delivery in 
points of religion. We cannot express what 8 

tender love we bear to our new-planted congre­
gation. Nay our love is arrived in that degree. and 
our forwardness to serve this natioo, has come 
to that pitch, that we are resolved to live and die 
with them. I am sure you would wonder, if we 
should give you an account at large of all the 
oppositions we have met with hitherto. Yet all 
these engines set on work by the devil, have only 
served the more gloriously to display the works of 
God, and to unite us the nearer to him who js the 
only support of all the distressed. HeatAtnI and 
MahometafUJ are kind enough to us. notwith­
standing we hne all along laid open to thein, the 
vanity of their idolatries, and superstitious '9f'orahip. 
But those that prdef'uj to be Christians and: are 


