
CHAPTER X. 

jilfni~m. 
Ja.\lUSlI1 and Buddhlsm- Mt.havira-Ja.l..iI bellcr, _ T"mplli At P&lltau.­

lIlount Abu-Paruuth-The Y,U ... 

T HE Jains are at the present day un in.portant body 
of religionist.'! io India, Il1{lre for their wealth o.nd 

inilnence than their numbers. It is said that half the 
morcantile j ransacw.ons of India pass through their hands 
as merchants and bankers, larg('ly in the north and 
west of rudin, amI iu smaller numbors throughout. the 
JalD1ml and southern peninsula. Till comparatively re~ 

Bu411l1J1.m. centiy they were Lelieved to be quite a 
modern sect of Hindus, at any rate not much more 
than a thousand years old. But the careful res6IU'chea 
of several eminent seholars bave led thorn to the belief 
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jAINIS,Jf AND /JUDD111SM. 

Ihnt. Jail1ism is cooval wit.h, if uot. slighUy oldor lobulI, 
Buddhism, and took its rise in the sarno developmont. 
of Brahman ascet.icism and reaction from Brabmanicul 
t.yranny. We cannot ent.er into the details of the dis­
cussion, but shall simply take this view as supported by 
the best authority, Prot Jacobi. 

There aro some resemblances between Buddhism and 
Jainism which do not necessarily show that t}16 ono i~ 
derived from the other, but rather thot. t bt'oy took their 
rU!13 in the same ago or riuring Ole same intelJectunl 
per.iod. Buddhism proved the more adaptable and ap­
pealed to more widespread sym pathies, and surpaMsed nnd 
overshadowed J ainism ; but t he latter, les~ corrupted, 
amI more eharactorised by ch:uitablo actions, has 811I'"Vived 
in India, wlnle tho formor is exti ncL. We find simUar 
titles giY('n to tho saillts or prophets in both, such n:. 
Tathagll.l;a, Buddha., Mahavira, Arhat, etc. ; but Ono set 
of title~ is more frequontly u':led by the 01)0, anot,ber by 
the ot,her: and it, i!; 11otc'wortlJY tllat tbo word Tirtbun­
lmrll" descri bing R prophet of t.Il,· J:li ns, is usod in the 
Buddlti!it scripturos for the fou nder ot all hpretical sect. 
Both lay gr('at st.ress on not killing living creaturoo; 
both worship their p rophets and other l'inints, and have 
3tatues of them in their temples j bot.h bel ieve in enor· 
moml p ('riods of limo previot:IJ to the pres('ut age. Tho 
rejection of tho divine autJlOrity of tho Veda!i and of 
the sway of the Brahmans is nlso common to tho two. 
There is further almost an identity between t.he five 
vows of the Jain ascetics ond those at tho Budllhist. 
monks : namely not to destroy life, not to lie, not to 
take that which is not ~iven, to liye a life of purity, 
and to renounce all worldly ~11i.ngS (the last beillg much 
more comprlJ,heru.ive than the corresponding Buddhis~ 
vvw); but it app6l:'.tS that the first four were equally 
the vows of tho Brahman o.scetics. There are other 
pointe in the life of the Ja.in monks which agree sub. 
smntiaUy with rules laid down for tho Brahman ascetics. 

Vardhamo.llI1, or Mahavira (hi!:! Dame 88 a Jain propbet) 
the great founder of JainisID, figures in their Kalpa. Sntr~ 
&3 the twenty.fourth prophet, and appears to have been 
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a younger son of Siddhartha, a Khslltdya noble or 
.ahaVlrL chiof of KUJtdagrnmma, not far from Vesa.li, 

already mentioned in our account t)f Duddhism, 
and the w ifB of Sidd harthu, 1\'.HI sister of tho kill:; of 
Vesali, tlnd n· lated to the king of Alag-adha. At the age 
of twenty-eight Mahav ira. became au a~cetic, and sptlnt 
twe1vA years in $€'If-morlifialt,jou. Aftt:T thut Ilfmod .he 
heeamo recognisod aq a prophet. aud saint, or Ti rt !JanJ;:ara 
(meoning €,(ln rjl1eTOr or h'ad,>r of u schnol of thought), 
Rnd spent tl){) r('maillin~ t1lir l,y years of his lifo in teach­
ing and ill organi-; iug his ontel" of aqcctics, mostly wit bin 
the i,inwiolll of l\IHgadlm, hut also traveiling to SravR!-ti 
and tJ,t' foot of th<J Him:1la},flq. Mahavira is referred to 
in tho Btlddl Li"t, booktl nnder his wpll-ku(Jwll name Natll­
ptittll., liS thfl head of UlC rival !>ect of Nigallthl .~, or 
.billS, fl,ud lieveral collt,I'JIl jJomri('" arc rpf€'rred to in t lJe 
books of Loth religiolls. 'V<, may put do wn Mahav;la's 
dat.e as about t.l le fift.h and si xth cent.ur les n.C .. but. the 
earliest. extlmt WOI ks of the Jain)! do nllt go hl'yond the 
third centnry, aud Wer(l JlO~ rNluceu 1,0 Writing till til6 
fi fth or s.ixth century A.D. It i:; Y~ry donlMu{ how far 
Mahavira. is indebted to Parsva, his predecessor, ac('ord­
ing to the 101lpa Stltm, by nbout. t.wo centuries. The 
lives of the earlier :rllins, li ke those of the preoeccssors 
of Gauta.ma. arl' nltog<!ther mythical. Adinath is the 
etlrliest of t.hem. 

The life of MahDviffl, (1,'1 rf'lat.cd in the Kulpa Sutta, 
contlllns but few dt'tuiis, and if.; V(~ry fllr from haying thl\ 
int.erest of that of his gt'f'(lt coni.€'mporary He 18 cleelared 
to have torn ont his Ilair on cntcmlg tIle ascetic life, t.o 
have gone naked for cleven yean;, rmJ to have abandoned 
all care of his body. All perfpd ion.s of circumspect; can· 
duct I1nd self·restmint 11m attrl uuted to llilll. He at lase 
reached the highest knOWledge, unobstructed and fuIl, so 
as to becoml\ omniseiput. At his death be became a 
Buddha, a Mukta (a libforated solll), put tin!? an end to 
all misery, finally liberated, freed from all palUs. 

"Mahavira," says P rofessor J ocobi, " was of tlle ordinary 
class of religious men in India. He may be allowed a 
talent for religious matters, but he possessed not the 
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g enius which Buddha undoubtedly had. 'rhe Buddha's 
philosophy' forms a system based 'on n. fow fundamental 
id eltil}.whtlsl, that of Mahavira scarcely forms a. system, 
but IS merely /l. sum of opinions on various 8ubjocts." 
'1'he matter of the Jnin works yet transla.t.ed is so inferior 
w that of th~ Buddhist sctiptures that we shall not make 
any extracts from them. 

'rhe Jai'1s believe in a Nirvana, cOllsisting ill the 
ddivery ot' 1 h f'l son! from the necessity fur transmigra­
tion; Ilnd t.hey do not lOok for a n absorption bel10t 
uf' the soul i1l1.o the univur!Sal Soul. In fact JiWI .. 

they do not teach anything about a supreme deity. 
Hig ht pc-r cc-ption , clear knowledge, followed by Ruper­
uatural kllowledgto, leadin g to omniflCiellce, were the 
slilges of progress to NirV:Jua. Thf'l space occupied by 
t' ach of the p('l'fecteJ OIl I'S who have attained Nirvana 
is stated to be boundless, iucren..<;illg aecording to their 
desire. Th(,ir parts aro said to be innumerable, and 
there is no returnillg again tD a worldly s tate, and no 
illterrnption to that bhs.~. 'rheir f,~rm nf existence is 
infinite, and t hey exercise themselves in thp hie-hest 
philosophy. Bclievers must. a.lso practise libl'rality, 
gentiene:.ls, piety, and sorrow for faulbJ, and kindness 
to animals and evell to plAnts. This IIlst the Jains 
exhibit in the present day by a ll extreme unwillingness 
to injure living creatures. 'l'hey believe aU animals and 
plants (and even tl,H sm al1f'st particles of the f'lements) 
have souls, and they spend mll,'h money in maintaining 
hospitals for 8i("1;: animals. They win not ent in the open 
air during rain or after dark, lor fear of swallowing a. 
fly or insect ; they strain waLi' r three t.imes before drink~ 
ing it, and will not walk again~~ tho wind for fear that 
it 3bould blow insects into the mouth. T he strict devotees 
carry a brush to sweeI- insects out of the way when they 
sit down, and 8. mout~-cloth to cover the mout.h when 
they &re engaged in pray er. In strictness the Jains 
disregard VedaR, gods, and caste; but pract ically they 
yield considerobly to caste regulations, they pay some 
devotion to many of ',he Hindu deities and have a 
numerou8 list. of good and bad spirits of their own, and 

• 
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they a.ppeal to the Vedru; as of ('Ollsirlcl:ahle authority 
when they support their views. Now-a·(jnys the pecu­
liarity of" nakedness is only ret.ained by the ascetics 
among the DignmLar8.s (sky-clad OllCfl), and thcn only 
Ilt meal-tim('$. Tilt) Svctambaras, tho oth3r Sect of the 
Jains, are white-robed and cumpletely 0\(1.11. 'rhey have 
nn sacrificE's, nlHl pradisl"! 11, strict morality. Many of 
th;>ir halie1s uro (;omTllOll to Hr:~hman and Buddhist 
philosophimi, l'iu(;h as 1.1181; re-birt.h;; arc detflrmiued hy 
conrl uct ill previolls stllies of '~xiSLonc~~, 

'rho JaillS pOssc~ sOllle of ,,110 most remfl.l'kaLli' Ilh'.c-es 
of pilgrimagl' ill India., sitllfLtcd in tho midst of most 

Tempi" at 10\,i'ly muuntain scenery. At. Valitam~: in Kath­
Palll-!lU. iaw;IT, is t hl1 t('lmpl('1-eoV('rcd hill of HatrU'ljll.Ya., 

tho mcn;t, SIlCrf'ri of tlH" })il~rim-rf'''0 rL~ of 1.11.,. Jains ' allJ 
.raill~ from all lInts of lndm dosir(\ j.o t'l'c-cf. femplcs 
upon it.. Mllny of them ar(l v('I'Y s/llllll bnilJing-s o111y 
al ,out threo f~'et t<'lU:1l"P, ('u\'('rillg i tn)lro"sioll!~ of the soles 
of l.wO feet mlll'kf'd with Jain clHulNnll, and sacred to 
Mnhavira. TIm Jilrgor tt'mple's havQ con.<~itlerablQ marUu 
laLile with colnmllS ano. toWf'fR, and pl('11d), of openings, 
llnlikQ Hindn tompl('s; t,}lO mnrble floors havQ heautiful 
tesselated pattc-rn r-l , In Llil' shrine, Oil a })cucstal, are 
Ilf.rgo figure!! of Malmvirn, sittiug with j(oPt ('I'OSSCU in 
front. like those or Bnddha. Oltf'n (Ill tho ],rolv and 
breaSt arc five brilliants, and gold plat!::..; adoTli many 
}lIlrts of tho body, Tho ('j'e':'! aro of !;ilver 'I\'orlaid with 
}lieces of ~ass, and projecting vory far, so II.S to stare 
very prommcntly. The larger temp/os, sa,ys FNgusson 
(" History of Indian Architecture"), H Ilr(\ situat.i.'ll in tulrR, 
or separate enclosures, surronndod by high fortified walls; 
tho smaller ones line tho ",jIll-lit street..'!, A few !Ialis, or 
pl'jests, sleep in the temples, and pr;rform the daily 
services, and 8. few attendants aro cOllstnntly there to 
keep the place clcan or to feed the sacred pigeons., who 
are the sole donizens of the spot; but there are no 
human habitations, properly 80 called, within the walls. 
'fhe pilgrim or the stranger ascend~ in the morning, 
and returns when he has performed his devotions or 
satisfied hi~ curiosity. He must not ent, or a.t least must 
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not eook Ills food on the sacreu hilI, and he must not 
sl<lep there. It l S 0. city of tho gods, and meant for them 
only, and not mtpnded for the use of mortals." Some 

of the templt's date fro:ll t.he eleventh oentury, but the 
majority have been built in tbe present century. 

Mount Abu, in RajputJna, 19 another remarkable place 
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of pi.lgrimage, and has been termed the Olympus of 
Ind ia. 'fhere are five tOlJlpie<l, two of which, 

lIoUlltAbu. according to Fergusson {" Hislury of Indian 
Arcllitecture'~ a.re unrivalled for certaiu qU!llitics by 
auy tempI(>s In India. T hey aro built wholly of' white 
marble, and t he more modern of the two WRiI built 
(between 1197~1247) by tho same hroLlmrs who erecteu a 
triple temple at Gimar; for minllte deli"a.cy of «srving 
and beauty of detliil it sl,alld'i almost unri .... alled . A 
simpler yet. wry ela.horuto olle, (}I'('cted ill t.he eleventh 
century, is a typical example of larger Jain tompl<>s; it 
has a cl'nlral hall i;(>1'mmatlllg in ij. pyrllmidal spire-like 
roof, cOlltaining a crn'ls-ieggrd seated ligure of t,he deified 
saint worsllippcd, who in this t'USl' i$ PllTSVa, the predo­
cessor of Mahavira. T here is also a brge portle(1 SU)"­

mountod by II. dome, amI tho whulo if! rncio'!cu in a l'Lrge 
courtyard, SlITl ... 1Il1Hi .... d I lY a (lonLlo ('olonnade of pillars 
forming porti('os t.<J a rango of Jiity-fivo .... ells, liS in 
Bllddhi~t viharas, Lut ('ReI! oct"ll pil'd Ly a facsimile of 
thfl central image, (I.l.d ov •• r tlw door of .... ach arc fwnlp­
tlll'cd !)cenes from 1 he sl1 int.'~ life.. In l'>Ome JailJ \,(>mpl~s 
the io!age of Mllhtlvira or utiu'lr sltillt~ 1:-; rcpt'utl'd in n.n 
identic.d form hundred" of tim .... ~, ('1H'h WIth cC'lb or 
ni(;h('s. Rema.rkable skill and il1g"(>nnity have 'been dig.. 
played in the decoration of the colulllils and other parts 
of the Jain tem pies. 

Parasnath, ill Bengal, is tho r8!!tcm m()tropolis of the 
Jaills, having beell t1w .'mpposcfl SI'ellO of the entrance 

into Nirvana of ten of tlu'>ir twellty-f{!ur deified 
Paramatb. Mints. In Olle view of ParasnaLh there are to 

be .eeen three hers o[ templl':-I rising ono above another, 
in d8.7.zl ing whil e slone, with fiH8<lu shining domes, each 
with bright br~s piunndcs. III stylo t !Jf>ile t.emple>s differ 
from those in tho West or Soutll, and arC' partly d<3rived 
from Hindu temples and partly from Mahometan mosques. 
There a.re no priests to perform ceremonies for -the 
pilgrims; each performs his devotion according to. his 
own views. They have to pay toll to the priestly order 
before entering, and to leave some contribution to the 
repairs of the buildings. Extreme cJ~anhness be1Dg one 
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of the Jaiu principles, it is carried out perfectly in the 
temples, producing an E'ffect or surpassing beauty. "On 
entering the centre and holy clUl.lllber," sayA ono of the 
fow Europl'1an visitor~ who have sailled admissioll, "it 
is impw;siLlo to av.:.,id Iming impressed with the lIimpJe 
beauty of' Lhe place. 'flit> pavement is composed of fine 
slabs of blne-voined mn.rble; and on a white marble 
pedimcnt, opposite to the ontrance, flvo very beautiful 
lmages of' tho Jaiu slliut'i sit. ill dignity waitmg for the 
prayE'rs of thoir disciple:;, which are renn('red more deeJ!­
tollod hy tlJO echoing inlluellCO of tho dome." Pilgrims 
vi.~it every ::;I.,rino in tl, o holy plnco, a work of extremo 
labour, OWillg to the number of lwn ks; and tho pilgrimage 
is complE'ted by a circuit. round tho base of the group of 
hills, a ~li st unt"c of something like thirty miles. 

'l'he yuti,,!, or a1;cotics, among iho Jains have no absolute 
mlo as to wC'rship, b .. ing only devoted to meditation and 
ahstract.ion frOll") worl dly aflhirs; but they often 
read t ha Jain scriptures in tho t.cmples, while They&UJ. 
the ministrant..<;, utt;fomlants, rk., in t.h" t,:,mples are Bra.h· 
mant-;. Theo .J ains fas~ ami specially devote tl.emSi!lvc8 
to rpJigious duties dmillg n part 131" the rainy season (tho:; 
Buddhist Yassa). At it,:; commencement tlll."Y aTe accus­
tomt'1d to ('ourt'S!! th ('il" sill"'; t.o an ascetic aud obtain 
absolution for them. 'l'h(' XV('tamhara 'l are tho broader 
of th" two soeb, lakillg tl,C'il' mc-als dothed and decorating 
th('ir imagcl', ulHl allowing" that WOllHlll may attain 
Nirvana" whi ch tho Digam lmra.s delly. 

[On Jaini81n ~('i! .. Sn~red n oob 01 the En"i." yoJ. :u.ii.; "Imperial 
t.:uetteer of India;" "titdl5iic:-.\ Accouui 01 lk'lgai; " ., Enelclnpoodia 
llri1.ll1lIliC4," Art.. JlIlI"I.] 
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Zoroa91rr anb lb. Ztnb,:ctbr5ta. 
'l'hll A:'MtA-Zend lnd Pa.hlavt _ Tho Magi of the Bible - The Green and Ule 

lIIa.g1- MOIIIlI'11 Iltudy hy EIl~peana - ZOl"OU!.l!r- A real pononap _ B!f; 
11fe iII EA,uru lr&n_HIa date_ Mythlcal developmeut.a-MUV6b and 
mlr&elea--Coztruy oplll1onl - The dllctrl.nl. of Zoroa.&W - Ul"u,l1lId &114 
AhI'1.maI1- Dualllllt_ Import&nce a.tt.ll.Ched to thouslltl -Re1at1OJ1. to early 
Aryan re11g:IoD_ComplU1aon wltb. Vedic rel1g1on- Ahura- Zorout.er l.nd 
\be .. mild. ap1clllturl~t.a-Attr1but'i o! Ormurd - The ll&ID1 ot Onnud 
- Lony conceptlon of the DIIlty- Tbll Amealll·Bpent&l_ The V&:<au", or 
IIp1rt~ual ieull-Jdlthra- VlYU _8raoBhllo_ The lolll of tile bull_ no 
powen of evU-Ahrlnuul- The 4&8 ... 1 and druj_ TbIl Yatu •• Drvanlot<, 
81oo. - Zoro ... ter maguUl.ed - '!'he .. njVtonal contUct _ TlIe t'ravubtl - IlJ)­
morta]ity-l'utlll'/l UII'ardB and punlahmeutll - Tb.e tina./. d,lalohlUOD IJId 
"DOvaU(l1L 

THE Zend-A vesta 1 is the popular name of the g reat 
religiou8 uook or (:()llcdlOIl of book" of Lhe Parsecs, 

a wealt.by and iutiucn tial oodyof Indinn f('sidenls (num-
bering OYflr 70,( 11,0) wlloSH ancestr(!\ home was 

ThtA .... t&. Persia, but who after thf! !(cventh Mnlury, 
whon tho PI'rsialls were ov('rthrown hy the M6hamctans, 
took rE'fu~o ill W ('stl'Tn India and the peJ1iIlsula (If G11zcrat, 
Only a iow thousand d(,sc('nn.allt.'l of tIle old peoplo still 
keep up thCl allcI'stral worship m Persin itsolf, m Ye:z.d 
and its lleigllllOurhood. Properly !:lp('aking, the old 001-
lection of books is the AreNta, Zend (or" interpretation ") 
being the name of the translation and commentary on it 

I See "8&er~d nook, of ilie EI>~t," ,.oJ.. iv" v., n iH., ::niH., niv.', 
'l'ui." Enoyelol'",d"" Britannica," lIiolb ..d,. &tlidos .' Pu~i,," "I',blni," 
.. Parseel," "Zcnd-AwBtl ," .. ZurOA8kt." "Avp.~III," !n.o,lll.ted wUh ton.· 
montary by Pro£. d~ H&rlu. _ond ed. 1'.,;1. 18l!1. "ChilisAtion of 'he 
E".c.uo I""lIians," by I'tof. Geiger, tt\llllll.Jt.t&d iota Englilh by D. P. Dutil!; 
Londtm: Honfy Fto'll'de, 1886. (0.) ". 
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in the I'ahlnvi oreariy P('rsinn ltl.1lguage. Nor is II Zend" 
slricUy a corred term for the language of the Z~lId &114 
Avesta; both the book and the IB.ngunge in PUllan. 

which it is written are propc-rly ('allt-d Avesta, and them 
is no other book reIP.aining in tho language. But tho 
language of tho Avcsta lS wry gen('rnlly t,ermed :tend, 
:;in(;e that na:n(' has IOllg g:lincd ('urrency. This laD~uago 
was that. of 1IOl't.h-eastcrn Iran in its wide sense, and was 
al,in 10 Sanskrit. From it or a. c1os('iy alliod fOflU the 
lranian or Persian family of langunges is derived . 

C<lLlsi.icring how much was know11 by tlJO ancient. 
I1curows nud Grnol,s about. tho Zoroastrian rdigion, it 
is n sl1rpri~lllA: faet. that liUle mon~ than a Tb.~!dqlor 
century ago ::;ir \Villiam .JOllCfI rt·jcd.ed tlJ() th~ ruble. 
Av('s t.a. as II. modern rll1lpsody. Tlw pricst'i of this religion 
wcnl the MIl,!),i or "wis" Ill('n" of t.JIA Old and New Testa­
meut.s, iO(;3.IC'd in I( tho Eust" allion~ tlw Cho.ldfl~alls awl 
Pm·slans, uild l.'icw('d by t.lle IsmC'jil.·s chiefly ns a"trolo­
gel'S, JiVUI(,l"S, fl.uJ IIIt ('1 p r('if'rS uf ure-a.ms. In Dani!;)1 xx. 
we rcad that. the prupjwt ancl hi~ a.'1s\'l-i:lics W('TCl rodwuro 
"I('n l.imt's wi<.;(·r than all t.ho magicians and a..;ir"logefl:l." 
Huw .dN!ply 1 hi" vicw of i.hem iJllprc-sscd itst" lf, wo SCfl 

ill tho fn ,·t lliat ii-om ,llfOi!" (in·()k llame "magoi" is 
(i ... ri vtld OUl" g"tllltlric term for all profcs",on; of Nlehani.ment. 
and prN.ernatuml pnwi"'l'S. Damel iR l"l'Pl'!'''''lJI(ld ~ int(\!"­
(·rlliug lilr tho Magi whC'n cQnJemnetl 10 df'ath hy No\,u­
c1mdw.'z~ar, awl wa,> hilll ~(lif RJ)pIJillkd l'Ifast('r of t111' 
Mngi; again ami again after tlus we find I hat one com­
mon ground WliS n >cog"nis('(1 1,ctwet'll tho religious, bot.h 
hating idolatry and ru·knowledging tLo "(~od ot" Heaven." 
'fhe "wise men (l\l:Jgi) f"n,!H the cast" of Mnltllcw ii. 
may not have b"en from llNSle. Lui. the mflll!ioll of t.hem 
implies the Jli,.;h IKmitiOil tLpy held and llio respoct paid 
to t.heir POnlons and doing!'. Later refcrenc('s to Magi in 
the New 'T!'stamcnt .i mply what was lho fact, that largo 
namhers of impostor~ hnd l)('come clistribu led through 
the Roman empire, 'lmong whom may bo mentioned 
Simon Magus and E lymlll;. 

The Greeks early kr:ew about the Magi t.hrough Hero­
dotus and other travelJers and historians i and Aristotle 



~4S ZOROASTEN AND THE ZEND-A VES 7A. 

and other 'philosophors wrote about. the Persian religion 
TheO'eelu III lost books. The Magi o.ppen.r to have recom-

and lbll mended the clestruct.ion of the Greek temples 
~ in Xen:es' invas ion. After the Greek conquest 

of PBTSio. the llame of tlJ(\ Magi represented a bated 
system of divination, and tILt; religion of a conauered foe. 
&t.h P lato and Xenopholl, however, speak of the Magi 
with respect. Philo, the great Alexandrian philosopher 
deSf)ribes them as men who gavo themselves to the 
worship of nattU"c, and the cOlltcrnpiation at' the Divine 
pcrfectlom, and as hein:; worthy to be the counsellors 
of kings. )1ueh literature was put forth in Gre~c6 as 
heiJJg tIle omclt·g of Zoroaster, but having very faint 
trace!:! of his system. Throng-hout the middle ages, how· 
over, no f{'al J..-nowledgo of the ancieut Persian religion 
f'xisied in Europe. Gradually after t hu RenaiS5t\llce t.hn 
old knowledge wn.'i n··collocted; and travellers in Per .. ia 
and Illdia gathered tho beliefs of tho Parsees and dc:'!criwd 
ldoderutl14,y their practices. 'J'hom M Hyde, aD Oxford 
by £1lropeana. professor, in 1700 published tho first accurate 
descriptioll of modern Parseelsm ; and in 1723 Richard 
Cobbe brought to EIlgland a copy of the Vendirlad, which 
was hUll~ up by nn iron chain in tho Bodleilln library, a 
treasnre which nobody could read. Mora than thirty 
yearn luter, DUpt'lTOn, a young IheDchmaD, aft.er years 
of persuasion and invflStigation, obtailJ(·rJ from tho Parsees 
('If Smat both their books and tho mllaD !:! of translating 
t hem, and in 17&1 brol1ght to Paris tho whl)le of tile 
Zend.Avf'sta.; in 1771 ho pnul i!:!hed t.bn first. European 
tmnslation. But it WfI'i loudly ul>sert,ed that t. n'3 Avesta. 
was a forgery and a late concoction; and it. was not till 
the Pahlnvi iw;cript ions of tho firsl. ~asf'.aniall omperDI'II 
had L('on decipherl;'!d hy De ~ucy, and tho)' in tUrn led 
to the reading of the 1J ('rsian cuneiform inscriJltions by 
Burnout', Ln.sSl'n , and Ruwlinson, that it was proved 
beyond donbt that the Avesta. was written in It. stili 
more ancient language. Zeud, as it is usually called, is 
appa.rently d('rived from a common sourc(' with Sanskrit; 
and it!! grammotical forms remind one of Greek and Latin 
tt.S weH as of the language of the Vedas. 
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ZOROASTER. 

So much scepticism has beeu displayed 3S to tlu) Av('sta 
that it is scarcely I>urprising to find thut many have 
doubted the existence of ally person corresponding to 
Zoroaster or Zarathushtra (in modern Persian, Zardusht), 
altbough thcJ' might in some (;a$CS admit that ZolW.li.er 

ho was a mytholo~ical personage dov£'ioped a rUl 

oa t of some man. Hut it requires very cogent )II!hoDAJ"e. 
proof v) up~et the un animous voice of classical autiqoity, 
ww <:: b speah of Zorollstf'r as a real person and tho 10un­
del' uf the Persian religion. Tho per iod when he livod 
and the details of his lifo must. be admittC'd to bo doubtful j 
and his name is not mentioned in Ull)' cunt·iform ill ~j('rip­
lion yt·t deciphered. No dunut t \l lI Zoroaster of th o later 
parts of the AvC!sta lind of lilt' %cud is largely myt hica.l, 
anti flf thC''Sc myths we must iatN give ~ome account. 
But the Zoroaster of t,he galhali or hymlls con(o.inC'r\ in 
the Ya!".uaappears ItS a man, hu:o;ti ng- in tho Divino Bo ·ing 
whom he wurship~t filcing fj nrce oppm:iltiul1 from withollt., 
crippled at tim('!\ by t.1l<) failltbeartfldnellS of hib ~'lp~ 
porters, sometimes slljferiu~ from inward doubts and 
struggles, [Iud agai n exult-ing in sectlm tOJ)fidcn(;(l. Anu 
it i~ 10&'> marvellous to b(·j](,"o ill these senti lll ell t~ as 
having proceeded from II. man who wa." the foundljr of a. 
relig ion Ulan to beljevo tiu"y were invent.cd long after­
WInds in the successful days uf the religioll, when it was 
beginning to decay. Ru t, as in tho crnle of BlHldiJa and 
also of tho early h;stltry of Buddha, theso old Aryans 
had no notion of writmg hiographies. All we have 
fmm them is inciclentaJ iufonnJ.t,i(.'n, which mlly be even 
more reliable, wht:n sifted, than u.:-tails professing to be 
biogra.phical wcu:d ha,,':) been in that age. 

Although his birthplace is ullcertain, ZoroaM(er's activ6 
life a.nd teaching may sa.fely be placed in Eastern Iran, 
possibly in Ba.ctna. Th(l later parts of the Avesta des­
cribe him all teaching during the reign of m.WeLQ 
Vishtaspa., the t;arne word as is rendered Hy*, Eut.m lZ"u. 

taspes by the Greeks ; but there is re8S0U to lK>lieve thi~ 
king beiollged to a lUuch e;}.rlier period than Hystuspt'S, 
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tlio futh l)t of Darius. Tllis king was evidently the patron 
11.11(1 friend of tho great. T(\ligioll~ teacher; and h is influ­
once greatly contributed to Zoroaster's success. 'fwQ 
brothers, Frashaoshtra and Jamaspa., tho latter a minister 
of the king, wt'I'c among Zoroaster's prominent supporLf>TS; 
indeed ho married their si:-;Ler Hvovi. Like 8Omo otlier 
rllligiolls leaders, Zoro8J:Itor derived mnch aij from )li::! 
relatives ami tIHlir foUowers; and ho appears to) have had 
& family of SOliS and daughters. 'fhe Avcst'!. does no\.. 
speak of hi!> d,'alh; but ill the Into Shah-Nama, or book 
of Tuntnian l;iIlgS (13th {,C'lltury), i t is reillted that ho 
was murdered at. tho altar in the stormillg of Dalk by 
tho Tnrll.nian conqllerors. Almost. tho only means thaI:. 
we lun'o of illdicatiu~ ZorollsleT's dato is t.he fac t that 

when Cyrus t<~igll('d, in tho GLh cClltnry }I., :., 
Hl&dat, . tho Magmu T(;iigh!ll Wll.:i firmly ('slahlished in 

\Ve"tnrn Iran. Various conjectures assign him dates 
ue!wl'cn lOCK) nno 14(kJ iI.C. 

Turning now to tho viow of Zoroast.cr given by tho 
t,\ll'l" pHrt..l-I of the Avesta, it, is NL"y t o see that he becl\f'J.e 
invested with IlHl.rvcllons powe!"s, llUthiug less than supel'­

Myttlcal naturnl, a.nd was in fad mado part of tho 
develap- M:lgian myUl<Jlop;-y. H l' isucscribeJ as smiting 
1II8Jl~1. jjcll{l!i ehin!ly with hit; praycl"lI, driving away 

Ahriman tho evil spirit with hugu swmlS Wlli ch he had 
rceeiw',i from Ormuzu, t1w :,uprt'n1lJ aIHI good god. At 
his bi rth 11IB Hoous and Ireh! n'joieNI. Vnnuzrl is eYl'll 
represcnted II"; slwrili('i])~ to a spril!!;, and proying timt 
ZOl"oasU'r may L<l Inollght t.o thillk aiHl "peak and do 
acconlill~ to hi:; law. Zoroaster ill lilt.!; becomes tho 
!;IlPI10rlcr of Ormllzd, nlld drive:; i~wny Ahriman and Uw 
fiends tim!; try to I.ill him. He is a godlike champiol1, 
who ).Ws tJ)f' POWt'l"S of bvil wi!h tha word of truth or 
t.he sncr('d sp.::!L At SOme far-off period a posihumous 
son will bo Lorn to him who win como from the region 
of the dawlI to free lhe world. from death a.nd d{'cay, 
and DudeI' his rule t.he dead wiU rise and immortality 
commence. 

Still ht1er, in the Bunllahish we have more details 
and marvels about Zoroast.er, and from it a legendary 
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liist.ory of tho great teacher may b6 compiled. Durillg 
his early life a. whole serie!'! of marvels occurred, M~~l'lUI.d 
most.ly protecting his lit;) from danger. His m1nelu. 

Pf\rly life was biampjes8, but. it was only after ho attained 
t.he age of thirty that Ids mis~ion commenced. Ho ap­
pears to have emigrated frOlil his nativr, country to Iran 
proper, wit.h a. fow followers, aud mirudt>s were worked 
m hi!'! progrCl>3. 'fhos-pirit. Vohu~mauo("the good mind ") 
introduce!! him to Onm17.d, the supreme Heing; he asks 
permission io put 'IucstioIlS to ll im, inquiring whi"h of 
God's creaLures is best, ulld receiving tho answer, II Hll is 
tho best who is pms of heart;" aUlI 1.IWll rocciv<>s ill­
sLrnctiou ns tJJ the IJames n.un dulil's uf aH~eJs and t}w 
nature of tho evil s}J;rit Ahtiman. Various miracul (l\l~ 
signs atc shown to him. H(1 SI'(''1 a fiery niouuliliu and is 
commanded to pass thf(lugh 1iUJ fin', hut is 1101. hurt 
tlwp'hy. Molten motal i.'< pour£'o in to Il i~ bre:l~I. with­
Ollt his fccilllg p,lin; and th"!m wonJIJTS arc explained to 
him as havill~ a mystic mCIl!lillg". H(' tlwl1 received t.ho 
Avesta from OrlTHllI.,j and was cOlllmam1cd to proclaim it. 
nt t he ('our t of Killg Vi~hj aspOl. Th il'l iwJid' in t.he COIU­
mun j('ation oolwceu ZorO[Ls!l"r l1ud Ol'llIulI.(i !'lUIS IhrougJa 
till\ whol£'" Avesta. In ev(>ry importullt IJltl.tt('r hOI 'Illes­
tions Ormur.d and rec(>ln-!i a preC'isc auswl'f frum lim. 
Varioul'( sta.tements arc lfilHl(1 tllnt those H'v('iations took 
place upon a lfillllnt:.lin, which aftl'rwn\'dfl Itnr~t. (,ut inkl 
flumefl. 'Vhcn Ii.) al last. pn'sf'lltcd llimsplf Ilt courL, tho 
killg'S wiso mcn ':'IIUt':tWlllT(,U W Tf'futo Ilim, 111lt were 
compelled to own th:~t he had beat en them in urgnmellt; 
fimlHy the killg Ilceopt('d tho Ave~tu., after the pl"o)lilet. 
h~d . bceu a.cc~lsed as a SOtV"rllr nntI hnd Jll'ovcd hit; 
miSSiOn by mliad"s. The kl"~ at 1ll.'1L ,hd nothing 
without consllaing: Z(.·ro~ter, anu erected the first fire· 
lernpi('. 

HAving trcat~,l Zoroal'tRr as haviug "\:wcn a. rC'1I1 hilloori­
eLl personage, round whom mall>,: mythil'..al or cltagg<!I1l.i:.cu 
narrativt's have coUecte,J, we Will quote a few sentences 
showing the contrary opinion held uy not a CODtn.rJ 
tew scholars: "All tho fellturcs in Zara thushtrs. opllUou. 
point to a god: that the god mlly have grown up frOID a 
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maD, that pre-existont mythic ()iemellts may have gathered 
around the ll.'1.me of a mau, born on enrtll ) and by-and-by 
!mrrounded thtl iJUJIJall faco with tho aureole of a. god, 
may of CQUrS0 be maintuined, but only on condition that 
olle may disti nctly cxprc.'iS wLat was ,he real work of 
Zoroa~t.cr. That b(, ruiscd a lIew religion against the 
Vedic roligioll) awl ca::.t down into hell the gods of 
oldet days can 110 lon~('r be maintained, since thtl gods, 
t ho idcm;, nud tho wor!<hip ,)f J',lazueism (i.e., Zoroastrian­
ism) liro !';hOWll to emanate directly from tho old religion, 
anti ltaY!) nutiJ illg morc of a reaction against it than Zend 
has agaiusL Hanskl'it." (Darmest.eter , ;::).E., vol. iv.) 

1'llE DOCTRINES OF ZOROASTER. 

'fh!l most special feat.UTe of ZoroastC'r's t,cnchinc is the 
dualistic principle, a(;cordin~ tQ which Ahurn. Mazda 
(Onlluzd), Ibe good spiri~ , is constantly antagonised by 
Ormll~cI II.IIcI Angra MaillYu (Ahriman), I he evil spirit, who 

Ab.rimlLD. is the originator of everything {'vi!. The latter 
i!:\ to be ul t.imately expelled from tlJe worl d, and mall 
mast {.aIle an active' par~ in t.ho Mrugglt', his condlwt 
bring regulated Ly the ('ocle revealed to Zoroaster by 
Ormuzd. Ormuzd fl ml AhrimllIl are believfltl to have 
h t'I' Il ('o-<'xist.ent,and I.JPl lOSNi ill thl' earliest period known 

to tho Gathas; but the 11ltimnlo triumph of 
Duit.llllll. Oflnuzd indil1l\tcs essential if lat.ent. inferiority 

in Ahrimau. JI. must lIOt be tab! l1 lliat other spirits 
were not believod in by 7JOrollster; but as hl.r as ODe can 
judgo, his s~('il\l teachmg relates to the supremacy and 
greallwss ot Ormuzd and his final victory. 

As regards condn<:t in thi", world, Zoroaster enforces 
the doctrine thaI; no olle c..1.n occupy 0. position of in­
differonc6; he must be eitller on tho side of good or of 

ImportlLDa. evil. 'fhe only proper course was to choose 
utl.cb~ the good, and to follow it in thought, word, 

W!.houghu. and deed. This was tlllnounced clearly in the 
first gatha; and we must concede to Zoroa.ster the great 
merit of' seeing the importance of the thoughts, and 
tracing evil to tha.t source. 'Vben we remeIQ.ber how 
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few of the hymns of the Rig-Vedl\. rt"fcr to sin or ils 
flx~i(\tion, and how slight. are the tra('e~ of teeling::; of 
gUIlt, and the llPCe!>sity for obtaining forgiv(lTJel:ls for it 
from the Deity, it will be SE'cn that. the AVtl~tll contnins 
distinctly an au\'anced teadl in~. 

'Vhatevcr may' haw bf'{)n ~orollstRr'l:i contribution to 
,ho r f'ligious progress of his rIlCO, fiuc h a n 'ligion as his 
(;Quid only beC'(JIno accepted whl'ro thcrll was already a 
large basis of positive oo]iof, even if that Iwlio[ RelatjOD t.I 

wo:,o erroneous; and (IS tlit're (':'In be no doubt IW'ly Acra1l 

that tho Ir:lJli!ll1lf wcre deriVE'd from tiJf' samo Hllg'lon. 
stork as t.hu Aryan Hmdus, we must comparo theil' ('arly 
r~ligion with the feat.ures {onnd {)xistiug in tho Avcst.~ 
ill default of ally docu,ncnt rocordiug what. was t.JIU state 
of bcliflf upon whil h Zoruuslcr bf'g;\lI to work. Alld this 
study leads v, illl)St, interesting resul ts. 

The gl'nN'al name for u. god ill thn oarlit'r 1'0rtiol\1I of 
the Uig-Vf'da i~ "1'I'lt (bright.); ill tho AV('sla tho (wil 
spiril s a.re calh·d Ill/era, cssl~I Jti tdl.v tho ~ame word; while 
in fho latpr Uig-VeJa the namo me",I!! ('xdllsively Ii 

gootl spirit, a. bcudi('ellt god, ]u COlltr~l sl, to l,h; '1, WA 

tind the USI' of nn Illh'rnatlV'\ lIamf' to (/('I'll ill th,' flRrli61' 
pa.rt." of thf} Rig-Veda, namf'ly a,~IIJ'(l. 'fhi'l j ~ th", same 
wore; lIB llllllra III tho Av(·:da, iorming p.'l.rL (If ComparllOIl 
the Illlme Ormuzd (Allum Mazda) and lilllil .. d wlthVldJ1) 

W a good sellse. Yet in tiJl) latf'r Rig--VI'lk reUgtDll , 

and in Braluuanis);l th" same namo is ('xciusl"vcly applied 
to e,,-il spirits, W" have lIOt Spa.cfl to tral'i! fully llOw 
this diver~"nce was ('Ollcom itant, in India. with tho dC'po­
sitioll of Varuna from tbe Bupr£.mo place among the 
gods and the rise of lndra; bllt it may be inferred from 
the Avesta that. ill ~ronstcr's tlr.'le the people of Iran 
were dividf'd betwecn two distinct {u,o contrasled form!l 
of belief-the wilder ull'3ettif'd nomRd~ who bolieved in 
th~ deVall, ttl!' original spirits of the Ayran A.huru. 
racfl., and who ill-t reated lind sacrificed cattle; 
while the more settled pMp!e believed in the ahuras, the 
patrons of cattle, and cie-,atcd the car~ of caWe into a 
sacred function, 

Zoroast.el' therefore nppeared as a. champion of the 
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hilliof of the soWed peoplf's, and ad,led the epithet 
1Ifa7.da, the wise, to the lIame of the chief god whom 
Zorouwrandthey already believed in. JIo Identified the 
the ceUied old dcvas, still believed in by the nomads, with 

agrtcuttDJ1st&powprs of Qvil, false gods, o/:lvils. These, he 
taught, were all difi'orC'lJt manifestations Or helpers of 
fi predominant evil principle, often called Druj, or do­
foeption, and less frcf{tu'lltiy Aug-ra Mainyu, (.r Ahriman. 
This is but a cQllconLmtion and dnvclopmcnt d the early 
Aryan beliof in a cOllftict between th,~ powers of nat ure, 
some bencfitillg n.nu Ot11OT13 injnring mankind. 

'rho frequcllt urief address to Ormuzd in the Ver.diu;ld 
is " tbo mu:;t hlissful ;.piri t, CTf'lItor of the material world, 
AUrJblltelorl,hou Holy One," or mora fully, "I wmerate 

Ormu~d. tho Crc:~t(lr: Ahura Mazda, tLo brillinn~, radiant, 
grCllwst, best, most henul.iful, roightil"st, wisest. best­
formed, most E'xalted through holiness, giving profnsely, 
gra.lllillg mud! bliss, who created us, WIIO prepares us, 
who mo.iu!:timl us, I.he most blissful Rpirit." Dr, Gflige r 
lays f;tress on the spiritual view which is given of 
Ormuzd, and says that ho is not represented as having 
nny viflihl~ form, eXCC]lt where tho sun (Mithra) is 
~pol;1;-1l of os " the bocly and the ('yo of Mazda." Anthro­
pomorphism is rare as applied to tho Supreme Being 
III tho Avesta: and Geiger looks upon all the passages a, 
symboliclI.l, which 8pc'llk of wives llnd relatives of Ormuzd. 
But WI'! canuot bo blind to the extreme probability tbat 
sneh relationships would bfl looked upon as real by the 
ftl"llurai mn.'1s of' the people, however definitely the leaders 
may llava regnrdod them R.,{ symbolical. 

(in'at importance is evidently attachl"d to tbe Cf name" 
of Ormuzd, and it is interest":ug to l.'Ompare it with the 
"uame" (If .Jehovah fl.S treat.ed in the Old 'festament Scrip. 
The UlDe lit lures, :md the 99 names of Allah in the lim·au. 

OnaUId. 'rhese names, as given in the Ormuzd YaBt, 
a.re "the Ono of whom questions are asked, the Herd· 
giver, the Strong One, Perfect Holiness, Oreator of all 
good things, Understanding, Knowledge, Well-being, and 
the Producer of well.being, Ahum (the Lord), the most. 
Deneficent, He in whQm there is no harm, the Un-
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conquerahle, He who makes the true account (tlltlt is of 
good works and sins), t IlE.'! All-Soeing, the Healer, Mazda 
{the All-wise)." He IS represent.ed In the gathn.s as not. 
to be deceived, and as Jooking u pon cwrytlling as a 
warder with eyes radiant wit h holiness, How high is 
the conception of th e dcit.y reached in tho gatlms lll!l.y 
be seaD from the following extract f rom one of them 
( 'l."nsno. 44):-

"'11Ia~ I 4.,,1. (:If Tlll'fl, ti"ll nil" t1o(" r i!!ht, 0 AllUm! 
WI:o was thu fntlWl'of tI"l l'lln~ "1"C'ntUl"l'sat til<' hI'~i nnins:? 
Who Im,.c,,-'I\u-u thl' way of 'ho !;un , of lIm stal"'~ 
',vIIO hut Thou lUlUi(' itthat lho moun wnx('~ nnrl wanflSl 
'rh i", () },Inl (ln, amI otl",]" I hiu II;s 1 lon~ to kllOW, 
\Vllo " 1,110101" 'hI' ~ :::'·lh :uI<1 'I)() c1on,l~ IlLo,' ,", 

'fhat they h ll Itot ? ' .... ·ho lllmlo tI,,, WIIII:r (Lud thfl Ill,mts ? 
'Vho ~aH" t.heirl:i\\'iltne,,~ 1o tho win(l~ a",llh" dond~? 
Who is, 0 Mn,,"da, Ihn en'l\Ior of t.\UljJious lIIind? 
'Vho, \\·orki,,;..: gooll, it:1S 111:1(10 n;.:ht!L~ wl'll lt~ d:l.rk n(!q~ ~ 
WI,,, , ;\{'rki",:: )...'·o/)(\. h:l..~ nuul" ;,10'1.·" nwl wllkrfuhw~~? 
'Vim maue thu 01,,\\ 11, ! Il~ mid-o{I!Ll"~' !lull tho l'vcllin .. ~?" 

There is no donut t.hat Ormll7-!! IS L.:lJif'lved 1.0 11(\,\'0 
('xiswd b('fore lmy material t hill~ , nud t.o Iw,ve cldl~(l t.he 
world intI) cxist(lnco 11)' his wil l. HE, iH sp{'ciuUy men­
tioned u.s thc creator of t hE, lwly mimi , uf religions truth, 
anu of the pTllyers and offcriJl::;q. E'il"O i:s ahlO !l. sp(lciul 
crC'.ltion of Ormuzd) tllf' impurtallcf'l of wl,ieh we shnll fli"!ce 
Inter, Being omnifle i('nt and m/;1ltibJE" hn r(lwurds t he 
good an d punishes t.he evil bot,h ill this world and the 
nut. 'j' hus we rf':W in tho got.has:-

" Whosoever in ri.c:lllt'Ou ~Ile..<;.q ~l,ow" to 1110 
TIIO genuine /-,"00<1 IIctions, to !"'. wno ilm Znrathll~l,tr(L: 
H im tIley (tile divine willJ.....,.) j.:n,,'lt ,~"\ It reward ti,e next wodd, 
'Vhich j~ !<lOr<"! ucs,;-n I,le t! ,.lll tdl (..,l]el"S, 
That iUlst t llou f,ni d W lll(', Ma;:rla , thou wllo know rn;t best." 

The impious are tLus thr{'atened: II Whoso brin~s 
about that the pious mnn is defl'auded, his dwelling 18 

finally for a lon~ time in darknes.'t, and vile food and 
irony shall fall to his lot. Towards this region, 0 ye 
vicious, ~our souls will conduct you on account of your 
actions.' 
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There ha-ve not been wanting thosa who aee in the 
resemblances between this conception of the supreme 
Deity and that of the Jews a proof that the one was 
derived from t ho other ; but the view that they are 
distinct and unrelated finds warm advocacy. Thus Dr. 
Gtliger says: " In tllis subl;me conception ot' the Avesta, 
Ahura Mnzda nndoubtedly stands tilr a.bove the deities 
ortha Vedic pantheon. Only the Jehovah of the ancient 

lAtty Jews may be compared to him. But how­
eODoeption ofev(>r ObVlOUS the similarity between the God 

\lUI D8lty. of Ista(.] and t.he god o f the Mazdea.ns may be, 
l!till I reject rntireiy the assumpti('>u that thtl Avest.'L 
people hnvo bor~wed from the J ews. Upon the Iranian 
l;Oii a narrowly-confmed nation has, independently and 
of itsolf, attainf'd that high conception of God, which, 
with the oxc('ption of tho J ews, wa~ never a.ttained by 
any Aryan, 8emiti('. or Turanian tribe." (G.) To an'Jther 
Btud€'nt, Professor Geidner , Ormuzd appears as the idea.l­
ised figu re of an oriental king. To Professor DarmestetQr 
he is tile developed idea of the old Aryan /I Heaven-God," 
and many f{>o,tures betray his former sky nature. Thus 
" he is white, bright, seen afar, and his body is the 
greshst and fairest of all bodies; he has the SUD for his 
eye, the rivers above for his spouses, the fire of lightning 
for his son ; he weat'S the heaven as a. star-spangled gar­
ment ; he dwells in the infinite luminous space." 

The. sevenfold arrangement of the VedIC gods which 
was sometimes ronde. and from which were developed 
the twelve adityas, was Beeu also in the Intnian religIOn, 
TbHm .. u..and it is a (Iuestion whether it did not exist 

BJI'IlIoU. very early, Grmmd becoming the most pro­
minent and finally the supreme. In some parts of the 
Avesta mention is made of seven Amesha-Spentaa (the 
blissful immortals), of whom Ahura Mazda is chief. The 
llnmes of the others ure (1) Vohu-mano. the good mind, 
(2) Asha-vahishta., the best holiness, (3) Khahathra-varya, 
the desirable sovereignty, (4) SpelltA-Annati, moderate 
thinking and humble sense, (5) Harvatat, well-being, 
ha.ppiness, health, (6) Amertal, long lifa, immortality. 
The abstract mea.nings of these names render it difticW~ 
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to unJ.erst.tl.ud them, but thore is 110 clonbt that they are 
invoked in t.he Avesta as real hpings who can flllsWl\r 

prayer, 'Vo find them very d('/inilt'ly associated with 
particular fund.iOllS; Vulm-Ulano }1rotects tH:'rds, Ashn. is 
the gellill~ of firf', I\:hshall ila lms the (:a ro of lII t'(als, 
Speuta-Annati is tlltj gnardi,in of tho cart.h, while the 
b~t twu pl'Ot..·d Ihe waters and pl~llt...'l, 'Yo may hero 
indicate with wnw rC!lcrve Geiger's (>xl,lunation of tlJO 
abslract. meallillg: of somo of th o Amcsha-8pcu tUli, tiS 

('U!llll'ckd with t . h(>~'l pmd i('al fUllctiolls. Voht1~mano, 
the g "od mind, is the I'l'ot (>dflr (If II<'nl;; bCe;llISfl t.lw 
people who aC"pptl'd t h(' ZOro)llsi.ri;1!1 doct r ilw, and ('Oll~ 

sC'lucutly wero or r ood m iHl I, WCI'! , the cattlc-n::ilrcl'll, 
as oppo,>"d il) lit.' II~lDnds. VohU-lIlan(l ,';uno aho to be 
n'wm1cd as the gnardian l,f all li v ill~ beillg-;. Tho ('Oll ­
ll l.'l:t.iou of Asha, purity, wit.h lim, i,. oviu(' tl t, fin1 bc-illg: 
1 hI.' "ymhr,\ (If pnrity. Annati (tho Ved ic goddess Am­
muti) is the protc(: lor of tim f'arth, Te>p;ard('u 1\..'1 " Lhe 
humblo sulfl.'rinp; Ollt' which lH'ars Itl1, nourishes nil, au d 
'> tu.taills all. III tho Hig-VNla Amnmli j" J :,volion, Gr 
IJ!{> genius of dovo!ioll, By tIll} 1111 1i31/ comlllCnUJ tor 
Snya.nH, ArmaLi i~ r rganlcd as wisdom, but. ho (llso de· 
filWlt thn Imme word t.wko a." llw 'cuJ'tJt. ' " Harvat.al, 
health, is tho mnslf'lr of wa.t.cJ', ji,r tho walcrs di:-;penso 
health. Amertul, lon~ life Ilnd ilttmortality, is tht> ~ellit1,'l 
of planilt, which dis}',·j si t;ktlcSS unrl d(>UI.l I, ('~pecio.lJy the 
Haoma. (lmlinn Somu) plant, whidl g ives lll·nlt.h and I/mg 
kcep::I up tho vital power~. '1 ho whilo llnomCl. gives 
immortality. Fire is spoken of as Lho 60lt of Orniul':d, 
and Armat.i as his daughter. In ottn placo (Ya.'Jt xix.) 
wo find all invoked us MI llS 01 qrmm~d: " I invoke the 
gll.Jry of tho Am('sha-SI'Cl1tMI, wlto !tll sevHn have uno 
and the same thinking, one and tho 5:1 me doing, one and 
the same fittlier and lord, Ahnm Mazda." 

Another subject of weat interest is the part played 
by the yazatas, somettm£'9 charactcri~ed us angels or 
spiritual genii presiding ov~r elements or over ablJtrnct 
ideas. Mr. Dastur says : " In tho abstr.v:: ~, auything 
that is excellent and worthy of prais6 in the moral 3-nu 
materinl universe and that glorifies the wisdom of the , 
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Deity iK R. yazntn." (G. p. xxiv.) Mit;.hra is one of 
the most sigllifkan t of these, hecause he can 

;:'::I~~~= be idcntifi cJ wit h Mitra, the Vedic god of 
gtnl1 . tho hel~vcIJ.l.y light, closely assoeialed with Vat· 

una. Mitbra was believod to see and therofore know 
everything:, anu became the witllcs::J of truth 

1Uthra. and tilll preserver of onth~ ann good faith; 
consC'qu!'lltly he plllli~h!'s thos,", who break t]u'lr promises. 
He is 1\.100 I ho lord (J f wi do pastures Rnd tho prince of 
tho cOlllltriC's. Tho kn(h :yns\, contains many hymns 
to Mithra, flom which tho following extracts hre ma.clo 
(R. E. xxiii.), 

U Allllta Mazda llpako unlo Spitama Zaratlmshtm, say­
ing: 'Verily, when i C!C;llcd Mithra, the Jord (If widA 
PlUij,UTCS, 0 KpiLallHt, I crcaLr-n him as wort.hy of sll-zifice, 
tiS ,~orthy of pm}'C'r ns myself; Ahum Mazua. T hf'l 
mifiall who lie!! unto Mithm (or who breaks the comract) 
brings nNlth Ull!Al tho whole country, injuring as much 
the faithful worltl as 11 hundred cvil-doC'Ts could do. 
Brl'al~ llOt tllO contrad, 0 Spitama, neitil!.'r the one that 
thou hadst (>ntered into with one of the unfaith/ill, nor 
tho oue that thou lu\dst eutered into with one of the 
faiLhful, who is ono of Lhy own faith. Fc)r 11Iithra stands 
for both tile tilithflll and tho unfaithful.'" 

" We sacrifice unto Uithrrl, the lord of wide pastures, 
who is truth-speaking, a chioi' in assemblies, with a 
thousand cars, wcll-shapcll, with ten thousaud eyes, 
high, with full knowledge, strong, sJeeplc::5, and ever 
aw;\ke . 

• , Who upholds tho columns ot the lofty house and 
makC's its pillars solid j who giVC'M herds of oxen and 
male children to that hOllS0 III which he has been sa.tis~ 
fled; he breaks to piece~ those in which he h9.8 beeu 
offended." 

On behalf of Mithra, loud claims Are put forth for a 
sacrifice, invoking him in his own name. Hn i~ prayed 
to for ciches, strength, and victory, good conscience and 
bliss, wisclom and the knowledge that giva!! happiness. 
In one place he is a wa.rlike, courageous youth, who 
drives in !\ ehario~ with four white horses throu~h the 
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heavens, and also into bnttle i who becomes a yatata of 
war. See the account of Mithraism, later, p. 276. 

Vayu, anoth~r Vedic deity, is the storm ynzata in t.be 
Avesta, and is appell.led to by Ormllzd to g-rant him 
power to smite Ahrimnn. He is invoked as a strong 
wa.rlike hC'lper in awry dangor. Among other 
importallt ya.zatas nre that of Fir€', t he mes- ) Vayu. 

senger of the gods, sent down n..'I hghtnilJg Itlld sun-fire 
to dlo ('axth; tha.t. of t.hr waters, Ardvu;UTu. Anahita , 
'l'istrytl. Lhe rai n.h('i\ww('l", Verf't.hragna t.ho Henrl smiter, 
mul thc Sun alld Moon, ('tc. Mall), of t.lwse are iclcllt..iC'o.l 
in ]lo.mO awl epilhC'lf4 WIth V('(li!) W,ds or flpiri t.s, and in 
Tf'ading th(' yi\:-.ts WI) sN'm to JJf'u' ago.in th" strains of 
tho ltig-V cd!! .. 

" Ho who oifrr.i up a sarri/ke Ullto tho undying, shin ing, 
s wift-horsed sun, 10 wit hsbnrl dnrku('ss, to with ... t.and tho 
daevn,s h()rn of darku(,!'!i, to with,.,tallrl t.he robbers and 
bandit.s, to withst:"lllJ ,INth that l'rC'r ps in unseen, {lifers 
it up to Ahum .M,l7.dn, offr rs it np +.0 t he Amesha.· 
8PI'l11{\"I, (,Ili'n; it up to hi"l own sou\. 

" ,Vo s~rrifice unto '1'i s~rya, t ho bright nnd giorioull 
Sh'T, for whom iOllg t he standing wa.l('r~, awl thl"l rllll1liug 
spl·ing·w8.U!rs, the sLrl'um·wuteTli and t.ho mill-w!l.wrs: 

., When will t.ho brip;ht and gloricm,; Tistrya rise up 
for us ~ When will t h,' SpriJlg~ with It flow and over· 
flo w of wawn!, th;ck a.'I a horse's !;houldcr, run to the 
bealltiful places and fields, ami toO t.ht! pastures, even to 
the root-q of' tllIl \,Jaul..<:, that. they lOlly grow witb a 
powerful growth ?' 

The spirit or god Rrnoshr.. mllst Il IJo\o Uo mentioned; 
hi:'! name signifies (,btldiencCl, "specially to the Holy 
Word. He it Wfl.S who first tied tugct.h(lr the Br&flh&.. 
mlre..ma, the consecrated sacrifkial branch£;s; 
he first. sang the sacred hymns; three time3 n. da.y he 
descends on the world to smite Ahriman. Hence he 
has been termed the pri.~st·hrod; the holy prayel'll are tho 
weapons with which he smites. He require:) a man to 
rise early that he may r:erfonn the due ritml; he pitips 
the poor and needy, and guards the Ranctity of the cov~ 
Dante. Again Ashi or piety, moral order, tho daughter 
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of OrmnZl1 amll>if>wr of f::lr:w"ha, Mithra ,md others, be­
slows tbe hmnllll il!\'cHect, d(jJel~(11> mat,ri m,my, and cares 
actively for tho house. HllO ('Glllers power and riclip:l, 
and gives l,(>ltuty 1<1 Hlltidc'lls. 

Allnihm- spirit J~ llolll)(-d nf·n~h -tu'VIUl. "Konl of t he 
Hull "; in tlw g.It,}W:i WI! fimJ this spirit ('ollJl)Iaining 

'l'hfl lIOul of h('j i,n- l)nnnz,1 "f til t' oppressions and dnngl.'fS 
thebulL illili l'!,' d (!II I,im by f'uemiPfI. Besides thoso 

name!l, Wilily IILI,I'J' _"piriL..: arl' illvokod, .~II('h M tlw holy 
(lod,rinf', tit(' lI"ly \V' mJ, the gf'llillS ofjnst.it;e, etc. Hero 
wo ~I"l lww pl'OHf' 'l,IJl"oa. .. !rillni"ill wa ... to 1](,I'NlUify ab­
:;trl1e\, id"as, .in~t. as tho VC'dit: religion persomfied material 
ohjl>(,t" Ill' /im'I'~_ 

"'Va Il(>W como to th., OIJV!; IM side of tho pidUlo-lhe 
}JO\n'rs of !'vil, amJ tlJcir re\aliolls to Ormuzd al,a the 

T2i8P01l"Cl'II irm'r,'1Ot' gocHJm'ss, ]t has alrcmly iJcen :tatell 
OC8Vil. bow prOmillelJily tho Avesta asserts dualism 

ill tlw govNUlLwnt of Iho world; Uut. therfl arc not 
\\'allt,in~ I hOl'.o who (:on~id('r j hat :6oroastriunism is not 
mom dUalist,io Hum ChristialJitYl awl point to tbe fact; 
1 hat ;10 attRmpt is mado to account, for Lbo origin of either 
spirit, whilo the tfompoTluy chnrnctror of Lhr- pOW!'T of the 
('viI OM is dlstinct.ly as!ler\..(o(l. (W('st, R. E., vol. xviii.) 
H:l11j:!; sf\'ys tllut Zoroaster hold tho gmw:l iJcn of the unit)' 
umi indivisibility of thll snpremo ileiJlg, and sought to 
reconrile tIl£' exislt'llCO of imp'rfeetim]s aml evils witb tbo 
goodnp:;s :md justice of God by stlppe!1.ing two prim(.'val 
('auses which, thollgh differrut, wero uuiV\d , But it, is 
:;nn'iy simpler to tuka thc pillin staWllIcnts of the gathaf>, 
th:~t two poworful b('ings (,pPQsc~l {HId counk-racted cadi 
OtllCl', uut Hwt tbo goot! B~illg is iho strougf'r Hnd will 
uitimntcly <'Qmjuer, liS exprcs~ilJg thc essence of tbe creed 
of Zoroaster. If' ouo relds the gat.hns naturallYI without 
Jlreposse~sions, it will appoar that Ahriman is Imagined 
to have existed from tho beginning. 

Ahriman, tho prince of the demons, is the opposite 
and {'()unterpllrt of Ormuztl in all charn.cters. He dwells 

in infinite darkness, and is all darkness, Iulsa­
~ hood and wickedness, and around him all evil 

spirits collae,t. Any good man is his enemy, and he i. 
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rcprosentc'u n3 being eurngod fit tho birth of Zoroo300r. 
'('he evil !;piri t~ lIro the daovfl!l, (devus) m:de, and tho 
lirnj (fmnaI0). TIH'ro UTa six principal ('vii Tbe dan .. 
spiri~ C\'rrespond illJ:: to t,he Amesim-Spcllla.: IUId <truJ. 
thns (1 ) Akomano, ('vi! m ill,]; (2) Andra (ludra). dl'struc­
t.iw fire; (3) Saru, t.he tyram, opposed t 1l("l first three of 
tile Ameslm .. :-ipl'nhls. 

'fhe first :.;,·,{iOIl {If tho VE'ndidaJ ('x hibit" iu d elo il 
the WILy ill whidl Ahrimall couuterwodwd tun bellclicC'nt, 
()I'I'lition nf Onnuzd. IIi~ tirst. cn·atiOll was thE, serp(lut 
ill tho rivo.:r, :11111 winu'-r, 1ollowed by the cat.d('-fly, (;Qnl­

{;uryillg auts , the m N;(lni to, ,I t'mOll-llympl,s I1 mi wizurdi'l, 
('I ... ; aHo :1If;{) thc sinful I11S1.<.: , 1I11Iot']icf; pri'k , lllJUal.umi 
sins, tho b llryil lJ..:' aud Ltlmillg or t'orpsr s, tIll' opprl's.siel1 
(I " foreign rulers, an d f'XI'('ssivtJ Iw;ll., 111H.:h fi)lJ t)wiJl~ It 

lJ.>udiciaJ ('n·:,tioll of OrlllW':(i. AhrinJaI] was 111.-.;(\ n ~pro­

S'·llt('d fI~ th(' j;illC'r of ti ll' lir:;t lon ll, t.J]fl POiSOII CJ" ef pla u1. ... , 
till' Ca11S(ll' of hll]"];" , of si ll , awl of dC'atit. 

Home of tb" f1~;~OCiid(\ f;pi1"j t~ pi" f·v ii n Ul 1,,1 irltmt.ifiE'd 
with V, ·d ie ~pirits ; slI(:11 arr t.he V ut.IIS, -'~' i~Ill'd (J,·m"ll,.. 
'rlH"J Pairikas an'! <.kWfoll-HYlllphiol wim kt't'p f,li" tlu> r!l in~ 
lko()ds. '1'ho Drvant.s or J)n '!;nmls ar(1 hl.'od- Tbe Yatu. 
IOHg-running ncnd9. 'l'he VaJ"{>IIYIl daovas tll'd Drvuta.ttc. 
th' l lil'IIds ill tlw L4:avt>ns. JhshY,L.,;la N('l!dg p""pie t.o 
~Ic~p at dawn, alHlmu.k('s thcm forgot to say their prayeI'3. 
'We cam.otgo intll tile (Jet.ails f(·JIlI.ill~ to all thE'!;c. 

'Vo.' must HOW how in th(\ Yast.s Y.oroaslA!r appears as 
the typical and best human bei ng, who firflt nntngOilised 
Abriman. Thu~, we read in Ynst 13," 'Vn "Wol'flhil) t be 
piety and the Fravashi (s£e p. ~tj~) spirit, of t.ho Zorout.er 

holy Zaratbushtra, who fir.4 t11 ..... 1ght, spok(' , and 1II&gIl1Aed. 

did what is Wk,J, who w ag 11,,: first priest. the first. 
warrior, t.ho fi~t plou~h('r of the ground. wllO'first knew 
and taught ; wl.e first pos'.cs.~('ri tho hull , and holinf's.<J 
the word and (lhedi('nCi' to the wOl'd, an d dominien ami 
all the good. things m .1J e by lIfnzdu.; who first i-d th') 
material werld proclaimed til l) word that deslroys the 
daeva.<J. the law ot Ahun ; who was Rtrong , qiving all tho 
good thi~ of life, the first b('a.r!'r of tho law amonJ:: the 
natioWi i for whom tho Ame!lha--Spcntas longed, in ene 
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a.<;('onl with the sun, in the fl;]nrs~ of faith of a devoted 
heart j I.Ley hJlJgeu for him, a] the lord '!.ud master of 
the world, as the praiser of tho most great, most good, 
and most fuir Asha.j in whose birth and growth t.he 
water:; and the 1,1n.llt:; tejoi{,OIi; and W~OS6 birth and 
g1'Qwth all the ('reo./ures of tho good creatiolls crifld out, 
., Hail! " (H.g, yoJ. xxiji.) lIe-ta we seo, us if in process, 
the d,.i{icatio!l ()f a ]llllflun be;llg. 

Tbll ('onfliet lwtl\'p(-n g(luu and evil was rt'prcsented 
as uniW'rsal in its exfRnt.. Every pow('r or bein; or 
TII&u.a.lveraallIlo.teriui tltiug was ellgaged un ..... ilO side or the 

coll4lct. other. All a.nimal!! llml. plants belong t.o one 
or tho other, or are forced illto tli(,ir service. Somotimes 
tbo gods and fi(>nus !nA 1';(>011 under the guise oT" dogs,· 
sllakn!o:, otters, fr[)g~J dc.; amI it was ht'id a. crime to 
kill the (fl'atUTl ',~ of Onnuxd, while a mlln micht at,one 
for ovi l by kiUing 1110 ('r~atures of Ahriman. Darmes· 
t.eLl.' r, spcculatiD~ (In tillS aspect of tho Avesta, says) 
"P'·'rsin WIts on t.ho brink of zoo!ll. try." 

Of cour,,(1 mankind were shared 'uetweell Ormuzd and 
. Allrimun. 'fil a serv:l.llt of AhrimllH alld of Ash (fire) 

The good offers 8!l.Crific(' to them wilh libations of hnoma 
I.Ild the juico (the Vodic ooma), the ~reat lwulillg and 
'II1a:ed. invigorating plaut, whidt when urunk by the 

faij hIul bl.' lleiits the gods; sacrifices of c{Jn~ecrat.ed meat 
and JibatiOllS (If holy wn.tcr. Ho !lids Onnuzd and th~ 
holy fipirits by overy good thought, word, and deed, aud 
by incl"l'usillg tho number of nnd I'rui,('dillg the creatures 
at' Ormuzd. 'l'he pricst, or AtharVall, who drives away 
fiends unu diseases by his spells: the warrior who de­
stroys tho impious, tho husba.ndma.n who produces good 
harvll,~ts, are all workl.'rs for OrlUuzd, and those who do 
the contrury, for Ahriman. The formaT will have n sea.t 
near Ornmzd in belLveu, a.nd at the end of time tho dead 
will risu and liv" happily on the earl;h, which will then be 
free from nit oviL 

III tLis connection we may Dote the belief in tbe exist-
Tbe ell('e of n. spirit (Frav(/.~hi) distinct from the 

Pravullla. body originally, separated from it by death, and 
beHeved to be simply the spirit of ancestors i but this 
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developod illto a. bolief in Fravtlshis as the im mortn.l 
principlt: or (;ounkrpart of allY being, whether gods, 
Iluitllnis, plallt..<;, or phys i('ui ObjoNS. They are ~k6n ot' 
in Yost x lii. as II tIl!> awful and oVl'rpoworiug: Fravashis," 
bringillg: help and joy to the faithful , helping in tho 
maintemmce of nil (·reatlCill!!. Because of tho holp they 
give in tho p(>rp6~ual conflict Lot.weeu good and evi l, t.110 
Yra\'o.shis arc worshippl'd und invokp.d ou all occasions. 
'~'lH'y are pmisrd H.';" t lU'llllightiest of Orh"('N, the lig hwst 
\Of t!to~o driving for wards,' ht' :dowf'sr. of tit,.,. re ti ring, tll6 
s" fl's!, of all bridges, t.lw h-as!. erring: of all w('upon,; aud 
arms, ilild Ill'Y,>!' lUfuiug 1jH'ir bfu']';s"; they nro corril~ 
spollliingly drl'w lful to 1 hr foe. 'I'lwy arC', how6vpr, ~airl 
10 n"l;: for I1(>1p Li,a,, : "Who will prai>!!' ns? Who will 
oller us a sacrilico ~ \Vl!o will mC'ditat.L' upon Il S? Who 
wi ll Llf.!S>I us ~ \Vl,o will rt' (,f'ive 11S with llH'a t and elOUH·g 
ill hi!! halHl, HIliI with :'t prayeT wortl l.Y of Lli",;!''' Hi~h 
Ilbov~ ul! nth" T Fra\'Il"ll is is thn FJ'aYm;hi of Allum 
M:17.da, . 

'('h('r(' is I I(> ,j'lHl,L that til .. Ave,,!,), t .. achcs 1.118 doctrine 
ollmm.)rtalit,V, ;l1Id a ( '(.lllIUg wllr\rl wiJil!h IS~' L..:-1.1.or 1.hau 
the gonrl" Til,' i,:,'a o f ,~ uridge t:olldud,illg 

1 . I 1 I . Immonallty. men til t (I'r Ja.~ (J(>('lJ com mOil to IIl tllly Ttl· 

ligiolls, Th e ('uriy AVt'sta rcprpsen j." it QS a. l'hinvat 
bridge, or uriug:o of retribution, at whivh justice iF! 
administered , 'J'Jj(J good go to the alJod" of ligh t and 
glory where Orm liZ, ! reigns and is IJraiscd in hymlJs. 
'fhe evil, thrJ fal~" priests, and idol-worshipper::; go for all 
etcrnil,y w t.h6 hllbitation of th~ devils, ill l'terual night 
f>Conwu by the demons. Yast xxii, givf's a detailed de: 
scri pt,ion of tho fatf' of tho r;;c<"Ir/and of the ('vi\. PUt 
A good man's spir it, remnmint-: 1,(,lIr the hoad l'1I.ar~d 
of the bcxlYt tastes durillg t.he 1.hrp,c Ilights IlUC··PIlJlb.b..mell.Y. 
c{'eding t.ho cJ~ath of ~ he houy as much happiness as the 
whole livillg world Co.'l f.'ut e. He pll..~se~ into the mo!!t 
bli s.~ ful region aud is met hy his own conscience in the 
IStlape of a. beautiful hC!l.wmly maiden who reciw!! to him 
all his good deeds, alld then conducts him through the 
Paradises of ~d Tho .lgh~, Good W orth, Good D{!od, 
and Endless Light. ThtOcvilman correspondiDgly sutfers 
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for t hree nights a3 much as tho whole 12ving world can 
t-Iuffcr, am! dlf'n is bruught through a. foul region into 
tho hilllJ of Evil 'fhought, Evil Word, aud Evil Deed, 
!lnd finally iuto eudless darknf'SJ. Later this vision is 
Ilmplified . 

I n ono passage of the gathas w('\ find mention of n 
final dis~ollltioll of creation, wh<'ll thtl final distribution 

'l'be llnal of rewards and pmli;;hmeuts will take placo; 
41-::UOU but tho goneral tenor of tho Avesta.is to look 
l"lDOva\lQll. for a regeneration of tho earth, with a rcsur~ 

t('ction of tho bodies of t ij() dead, to join th,'~ir !louis. 
Many hold that this view of' tho resurrection wa!, original 
ill 7.oroa .. 'lt ri:misUl, and that it was adopt('d frolll the 
P I'Tsians by the Jews. 'j'he Nul uf tho world i>\ to be 
pn.!(:f'ul'd by the nppl'arance of thrl'o great proph~U!, 1l.11 
rl'gllrdl'J /1.'1 snperHatural son!'! of Z;arallinl'lhtra, the last. 
(111(\ (A'l(n~! -('rt3. ) being llameu tho v ictorious l::ia l iour, 
('ll)oodif>d piety, OV('fco!,!l lng all tonncnl" of mcn and 
demons. Ho IS to r (,lIow thfl world, IH' makes till' living 
immortal and awakens tlJe dead from tlH'ir sleep, bring:; 
deat.h, old ago and decay to au ('ud, and grants to tho 
piou" pwrna! life and happim·s9. Olle last docisive 
strugglo tnk~s place octW()(>1l the j)()w('rs of light and 
darkness, and Astvat-crta, with t 10 aid of the good 
spirits, vll.llq uisli{'s the demons, alld extirpates evil. 'l'hen 
('OOles tho peaceful and happy reign or Ormu?d a.nd all 
the good, no longer disturuf'!u by auy cvil-(lisposed being. 
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TllE A I "RoTA. 

F ROM tho Ave..,tfl. it~clf it app(>,l1'S to be conclusively 
l?Tow .. d that it olJRlIlalC'ci III EU-;U-"ll Irall, ('l\.,t of 

the central desert 01 r.-,sia, t}1 8 law! of the' Hyr-Daria, 
U('arly all fhe p!a.te<; lfif'lItiOlll't1 in it. being situated 
therein, with the eXI'('ptioll of ltaglm, near Its COltDtry or 
weswrn boundary. Babylon istlw only famous luol1gtJ1. 

weswrn Clty mentiOJwd. A rassngo f'specinlly noted ill' 
tllis, in whil.h thf' Aryull cOllutr) IS d"<;cribf'd as the fir!{t. 
crea.~.ed and best- land. "A<; the first of the lauds and £1<; 
the be-ltdweUing-place, I , Ahllra-M nzda (Ormuzd),creau.d 
the Aryans vaija. (the cmuttry), sitlla.tt'd on the good 
Da.tya. Thereupon Ar,gra. Mainyu (Ahriman), who i~ 
full of death, countf'r-('rea~d tho water serpents and a 
winter produCf>d llY the d(:lmo'ls." (G.) 1'hi:i Ary £1 n country 
was ,'ery possibly in Up~r Ferghana. 

The Avesta itself tcstlfiefl to its own date in t.he ful­
'w 
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lowiug way , It docs not lD{'utiOIl any town which was 
DAn or the Jamow:I in t.he l\kdiall and Achonenian period 

Avolta. except P ... :l.gha; nor tl/wli it mentiou Ihe lLume~ 
of lat.<.:r n ations ur (·wpircf;. 1t only knows Aryans, not 
PCri;illllS, P UrLlliUlls, or l\1(·(}(>s us sncll. It does !lot even 
contain uny refen'llce to th· , buLLIes between the Mcdt·g 
aut! the Ihbylolliuns, st.ill l('~" 10 tIm COIHIUl'st.3 of Alex­
limier the lir('aL AllJ t.bis is thu 1IIor03 siguificant as 
it alludl's t.o m~lll'y ('x/.(·I·llal uV(,lll", baUll's, il.roar!" of 
fon·ig:ncr:i, tlw Iwstilit.y of the Aryulis tv lIou-Aryans, 
and of 1110' !wttl(·d agril"nltllri-;Is to the llOffiuJ trihe-s. 
'l'ho trilxd g,n,upillg was ill fnl! luren, ami uuly spe<:illlly 
powerfu l kiugs w el'!~ alll\' to l111ill.> tho t.rihes into king­
dom& It is much 11101'0 natnral t.o reg-nrd all thl.i as l1. 

sigu of gJ'(':lt anlilluit.,Y, bpcciully wilcn coupled with 
the JlI"UHltivl) tYl!'} of the Av''.~la lallgnflgc. Aud it is 
1Iot :;af'l L) Ji~ ml;';s purt .i OlI~ of till' lwrrativo aJol pu:ely 
myt.hit:al becliusl' all tr:\{'o of :-;<llno of tho names rn C' n­
IjolJ(·d hns \'Il11 isllrd. J!"rodotll::\'s slaIPIIllmt tIlat t ho 
Moul's were :tll('i"11t.ly ral]"r] Ar,rlllll:l, snpports this view 
of tho antiquity of tlu.l r flrord whidl dCflls sokly with 
Aryam, before t.ho Med",s had h'(·ome a distinct peoplo. 

Let liS b .ke the gatlHls, or hymns of the Avest.'1, con· 
tailled in the YllSII:I, aml study 111<'10 for traces of the 
people among whom tlll'y w(:rfl (·ompollf>d. In t hem 

Y.:orollster sJlea].;~ diredl),. Tho king Vishtaspa 
Thegat.ba .. · 1 "' J 1" "" f" 1" 1" IS {eS(lnuo n:> us plOllS rll~n( III 11$ great 

work , wishful to 1l11ll0Ulice it; and ill many ways the 
gathlls addrc&; or silcak of l:Oll tclIllXWin y persons flnd 
eve.uls. 'fhe rnligion i\s!:lf is ill process of formation, 
lI.ud its follow<!n; ItTO subject 1.0 persecution, No doubt 
mythology if; lntorrlllllglt!ll; UUL if (> \"crything which 
contJtins mythological illtf'rpret~ lljolls or descriptlOlllJ we-re 
adjudged to contain no histor ical iiwt, very lUuch more 
thun the Awsta would have to be sacri ficed. 

One important fad illtimllt illg tbe g-rent age of the 
gat.h:ls, a.nd also ~howiug t ho C'onnet:tion of the Aryan 
people t hey describe with the Aryans of the Rig-Veda 
l S the high importnnc~ attribukd to the cow, showing 
speciru. attention to its breeding and rearing. Thus they 
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were in the pastomI st.uto which ~uccced" II uomad life, 
and becoming more se~t.Ied t.han Iller~ kl-'cpers The peOJlle 
of sheep nnd gouts, whIch can 00 rem.llly trails· t.ow-hom 
ferred from place to place. \Ve al"o cxV]"cssly ~ .. ed. 
told in the gatll<ls t.hat tllo COw is the giver of permanent 
llOmes, and the {'specinl care of tile at·tive labourer, and 
also leads to the development of ngricuHum. In the 
Vcndidad, in couLrasl, t.o this, agriculturo lUI::! bOt.'onlP of' 
equal importance wi th ("ut.tle·brN'ding. In the gutha.'\ 
antagonism is reprf1sE"utcd as o('(:urrillg Letweeu 1he 
nomads and t.ho ogrieulturist.s, and Uw former opposo 
t.ile teaching of L..oroast,el·. III fact, i Iii' Ilnmads plundered 
tile srttlecl pf'opl{' thell us 1IOW, and n:~turally dislikeJ t.he 
moral teacher of tJwlr more civiliscri hrx·thr cn. \Ve fi ud 
Zoroaster as;:igued as tho s}'t'eial proLec: tor of tho cow, 
awl tho annOUIlcor to m:w that till' cow is ercawd for the 
ill duslrious lmcl t.ile active. III t.lw ]ult,r pltrts of tho 
Avt'sta \~" finn the roligion of Zoronstf'T firmly cstablislJ(ld 
und un order of' priesrs (Atharvansl, bIlL the poople 8Te 

~till pCaS;nllS and slwplicrds, nw l 1 11, ~r rbily lire IS inti­
ma~.cly ('( ,nm·ctl'd with t.lwir l"(,jigioll, the ;llJIJual J~·m.I': 

hcing sp!!cially rol.:lu:d w 1.\](' UI-!,TlcuJtur<l1 Imel pasLoral 
lilt,. 'l'lw peoplo no lJO I yet !'('PlJ] to lmyo ll~d s!~li., 
Glass, coined mOlley, and irun Wforo \\1Ilmr)wn; tho Lronzo 
agl' sti ll ruled. Uuo passage, whidl has he~l\ allt-geu ttl 
rot~·r to Gallt.aWfl., and iu show tho Jute of the A\'(·st.a to 
bo later thun his t.nnf', is Ilut uf. all condllsive, and tbo 
name is ruthcr J:n olu Iranian form; al~ t1H~ name 
Gll.uLama occurs i:l the Rig·Veria. It was, in fuet, an 
oarly Aryan 1J8mt'. 

'l'hf1 Veudi!lnci is specially tho 7.oroustrilln hook of pU1·if]· 
cation; but the- first two !locL .. us ul'1ollg to the older 
literature. Th<l first sectioll at once tmwiw:i The 
n natural chord by rt'prescllting Ahnra-MazJu. Vell414&4. 
(Ormu.zd) as tcllin:; 1,')roa!!tcr tiJat he has malie every 
country dear w its OWII people; W('Te it not !IO, thf'y 
would aU have I·orne f.!) the Aryun couutry, WhlCb was 
created best of good 1aml:;;. 'rhe counter·creatiun of 
Angra Mainyn (Ahrimsll) llJ lhf'J} described, giving riso 
to the ten months of winter. Ot.bE:T neighbouring coun· 
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t ries were then cn>ntcd, followed by Ahriman's crea.tion 
of special evils or }Jiaguf;'s, including variouoi sins, evils, 
and inW'ct plagues, III the se('Olld section Zoroaster asks 
Ormnzll who was the first mortal with whom he had 
conversed; and he replies, "The fair Yima, the great 
shcllherd/' wllO appeatft to IlIlvo represented the fouuuor 
of dvi!isation. Afterwards he was t.old that a period of 
fatal winf.<>rs was appro",~hin~, and Il6 was commanded 
to gatJWl' int.o a l:irg<' enclosure all kinds of setlds and 
grains, ami to mllko a sort of' terrestrial paradise, This 
Yimll is compared iu l'IOW(I ro~pecls with Yama, thl1 ruler 
of departed spirits, in tho Uig-V<,da, 

The third ~wction gives an enumeration of five ti1ings 
most. J>lea.~ing aud five must. di,..;plf'asing to tho earth. 

Tbemon ','111'1;1.) ar£', (1) t.he place whem one of tho fai tb­
PJ=~~d j'uJ with wootI tor the alklr firE', and tLIJ Sil.CjCU 

Ulio.gl, bund le of lwig,\ 1;tepll forward pra.ying io 
MitJlra, il) o lord of wilh, paMlU't's, anll Rama Svaslm, 
till' !,toLl tlmt. giv{'s good pasture~ to ('attic; (2) the plac9 
wlt('w OWl Il l' t.he Inithful ereels a house for a priest . 
Wi th w Ie, childr('ll, and herds; (J) tho place where Oll(' 
ui' the faithful culti\ ales most COrti, grUSll, and truit i 
(4) whero there is most, increaw of flocks and herds; 
(u) and whero thf'y yil.'ld most. ma.nure. Tho u npleasing 
places relEdo to tho corpses or other creations of Ahrimall, 
&lid alw the captiw wife and children of one of the 

tmpurt\y faithful. No JUall is allowed to carry a corpse 
~r.eorpatB, alono, and every corpse, if huried, must be 

dlsmterred (for exposure) within six ruonth~. A large 
part of the Vemlidad r1;!lates to the e1tent of defilement 
by ?OrpS~9 or ~rtion9 Q[ dead lUstier and the means of 
p,urlfication. ~hroughout aU we see the guiding prin­
?lpJO that ptmty! cspc,cial.ly of the body, is of prime 
Importance ; bui. ImpW'lty lS believed to be the work of 
a demon, which especially inhabits II corpse, and thence 
passes to those who touch it, Peculiar W8.l!Ihings: and 
spells are f'njoined in order to expel the imp1'.ll'e spirit. 
Nowhere bas this idfl& of impurity conuected witb the 
?ead been more elaborately deve-loped. The evil !pirit 
Ii eXp$Ued from the corpse itseil by the U four-eyed. dPfI! 
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being brought neaT and made to look at the dll8.d. In 
practice t his i~ interpreted as a dog with two spots above 
the ey<'s. This may be <XImparod with the four·eyed 
dogs of the Vedic god Yama, and the thrf'6·beaded Cer­
bern.s, watching nt t he doors of hell . Wherever th" 
coryse pas:;ed, death walked with it, threatening t Ile 
]l';lIlg; cOIJ :requcnt.ly 110 man or 8nim ltl might l)ass that 
way till the df.'adly breath llad been blown HWBY by the 
fOllr*oY<ld dog, tho pTic~t aiding wit.h hi !! speUs. 

Flrt-~ l>nrtll, and wuter hcillg all holy to Zoronstrians, 
corpses mn.,1; he ke-pt. as far a~ ,POssiblo away from them 
and plac('u Oil t ill) lughc~t. summlt~, where thero E:J;:ponre 

are always ('orp!lL"-Cl\tLlIlj dogs alld birds, and ofdMd. 

{ilS!('l1l't! by the feet aud hair lest the bones SllOUld be 
carried away. 'rho bones must nfterw:lr rhJ be laid in It 
building known ill! tho Dokmn, or tower of si lence. 'fhis 
prinCiple Wol.:J Cllrried out vcry thorouj.{hly, pa.r t.ial deat.h 
ami sickness ueing ('quaily ulIclp..an. Everythillg proceed­
ing from the hmn:lll body was im purt·, ,'yen parings of 
nails altd cut hair. SicklleS!:! W fiS seut uy Ahrhn£lIJ , H.lld 
must. be cured by washings and spells. If several healers 
otferOlll thomselves together, one hea ling with the knife, 
onc with h erbs, a.nd ontl with tho holy word or by spells, 
tho latter WliH to be pn,fcrrcd . Heneo the class of priests 
included tho chief rlocLon •. 

TLe fourtit section of the Vr.:nrli rlad is occupied with 
laws about .}Out met!, /Lnci nS~flult.'1; t.ho latter are of flt'VCll 

rJe<.;re~, and guilt is o<;timaied as vcr'.! greatly increasod 
hy f'3ch ropctnion of the offellce. Cnmc~ ELl'e 1.&w or ooB­
punishro not. only by stl'ip<"", l'ut in addition t.r&cW I.B4 
by penaiti(>S after qeath, Offcu('l''; against tho ..... u1ta. 
gods were puniRhcd mere h<.:a.vily than offences against 
man i a.nd death is the puuishmcnt of the man who 
falsely pretends to cleanse the unclean, aud the man wbo 
carries a CCJrpse alone, the<le being special offencE'S against 
the gods. Repentance on,ly saves tbe sinner from penal~ 
ties aft.er death. The burning or burial of the dead, 
the eating dead matter, .. nd unnatural crimes were in­
expia.ble, apparent1y punished by death as well as future 
tormomUi. 



'7° THE ZOROASTIUAN BOOKS. 

The Vispcroo [lnd Yasna. properly (orm an indivisible 
r,art of the AVCKta.; in ((l.Ct, they COD'$tit.ut.e 8. litur~y. 
rhe Vispercd, which is very Rhort, contains merely In­

vocations and invitations to Ormuzd and the good genii 
TIle V'1Iptnd to be present at the ceremonies abcut to be 
aJl,41'aaa. performed. The Yasna meand literally" offer­

ing with prayers," and includes the gatiUls or hymns, to 
which we havo altv'...ady fplarred. These wero to be 
recited by Lho }lriests alone (the laity not being present), 
during tile performance (.f certain religions ceremonies, 
which in brief w('oo the consecration of holy wnter, of the 
sacred twi.['i or Barosma, and of the juice of the Rooma, 
and the otll'ring of the draoDas, or little round ,~akfls, on 
which pieel's of cooked flosh wr-re placed, and afterv.u.rds 
eaten by the priests. Properly it was the priest's duty to 
recite t,ho entire Avest-a. onco every twonty-four hours, 
and principally during the night, this lJeiIlg essential in 
order t.bat they might keep themselves fit to perform 
tha rites of purification. 

'l'he liturgies arl'l not of interest proportionate to thcir 
longth, RDd it is difficult to givo an idea of their varied 
character within our limits. Here is a brief' extract from 
the Vispered: "'Ve. honour the omniscient spirit Ahum.-

Th. Mazda. We hononr the light of the sun. We 
1l\urpa. hononr the sun, the Amesha-Sp£'ntas. Wo 

honour the Jlf'rfect Mantras. We honour the bri1lian~ 
worl;s of purity. We honour the assemblies, of which 
fire is the C8.u!'.e. \Ve honour pure and ~..lJ(>volent pros.­
perity and intellil;encc." Again," Apply yO\lr feet, hands, 
will, Mazdeans, discil'ies of ZarathUSLra, to t he practice 
of the good works prescribed by law and jnstioo, to the 
avoidlUlce of bad actioDs, contrary to law, and unjupt; 
give to those who lack." 

The Yasna largely consists of lists of those in whose 
honour the various consecrated objects are offered, or 
to whose praise the priests are cbanting. Thus: "With 
this Baresma. and holy water I honour the 'pure Bpirits 
of the months, pure spirits of the pure world. I honour 
the Dew mOOD, pure spirita of the pure world." fre.­
quently various points In the history or aChieV6me21~ of 
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the spirits ate a.lluded to. Then the fea.tures of Ormuzd's 
rule are spoken of; /I Reign undisputed over the waters, 

. ovor tll~ · tree.s, o-ver ail 1hat is good and of pilre .origin . 

. . ~e,.the just man :powerful, and tho wicked powe.rJess 
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aud weak.!> A long account of the origin and history 
of Hnomo. is put into tho mouth of ZOf(laster, o.Dri prayer 
ia offded to him as n. V'mon, in extro.yagaut terms. 
Paradise, health, long lif,), prosperity, (;onquest, safety, 
posterity, etc., are among the glfts bOl:iOllght of HIH?ma. 
He i8 also asked to fl'l1strate the l'illlrtls of those who 
woulJ injure t.he wOI'~hipper, aud to Lrillg every calamity 
upon him. 

From the."') various imlil'at.ioll'l we may plcturo to our· 
selves the Zoroastriall rpli~ion as practl~od centuries 

Th,early befor(l tho Chri.;LHl.1I ora, amI Ion::; after tho 
rUN 0( t.ime of ~oroa ... kr. It is to be noted that the 

)las4I.bDl- A vO!;t.a. contains no JIlOl ltion of kmple:::; and 
tho sncrL,<1 fire wai'! ko:-pt up on altars in the opc'n .til' 011 

olevutf'd pInceR, I\t 1II0st :mrI'Oulidoci by a. mmp!o wall. 
No imll,gc or l'6prp .... ·nt.a.tion of t.he gods or genii WQ8 

mad(' i firn alOUD was sufficient to symbolise them, kept 
up rorpolually in great stone or copper basins, fed with 
thll choicest wood. Tim priests (athllrvan!:l) taught the 
110Iy law, l'~itotl the sl~crod texts and invocations, pre­
pan:d tho Haomu, washed and kopt the sacred vessels, 
and prC:iicled at cpremonies of penance and purifieo.tion. 
'l'hl'Y were ~xpected to know tho Avesta by heart, a.nd 
had charge of the iustruction and initiatioll of novicea 
and studl'llts. It appears that thoy were accustomed to 
go from place to place in the exercise of their sacred 
junctions; and sumo of them were medically sl.:illed, but 
l)erformoo many curos by sacred formulas. The holy days 
which the religion pre!lcribed wer& sufficiently numerous, 
inciUlling the ht, l::lt.h, 18 th, and 23rd of each month, 
sacred to Ormuzd, the :lrd o.ud oth to the Amesha·Spenta.s, 
find every day hatl its special !lpirit or deity. The new 
year's fe!lliVfl.l to Ormuzd, and that of the a.utnmnal 
equinox to Mitbra, were among tbe principal festivals; 
and tbo dead in general were celebrated on the 1_ ten 
days of tbe year. The contaminations that made men 
impure, lUI we have already detailed. them, ga.ve much 
work to the priests in J?uri6.co.tion. 

By tbe time of DarIUS, Cha.ldrean and Semitic t~ 
worsbip had tnfluenced the 'Worshippen of OrJn~'to .a 
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limited extent... Darius placed a !'tymboIical picture of 
the god on his inscriptIOns; Artaxerxes II. IUM or~. 
erected statues and a temple to Anabita, /l.t III..,-L 

Ecbatana. How the Mugians bocame the priests of the 
Avc,ta religion we have no clear acoonut. They appear 
to have been a tribe or caste of t.he Medcs, and probably 
they were the inheritors of the primitive Aryan traditioD, 
who accepted the Zoroastrian development of it, and ac­
~uired great influence in the Persian empire, becoming 
no~ only teachers of religion, and prie,,;ts, but also political 
administrators and advisers; and they sppear to have be­
come combined or amal~mnted with the priei'tly families 
of old Persia. The Sacred fire wus carried before the 
):iDgs by Magians, and tho king's sons were instructed 
by t.hem in the religioD of Z()roa~ter. It is doubtful 
whet,her at this time they occupied themselves with SOOtJI­

saying, prophecy, the interpretation of' dreams, etc.; it 
is probable that these oflict's Wf're performed by the 
Chald!ean priests. The Greek historians 1't'rre8E'nt. that 
no one could sacrifice in Persia without a Magian. TbfiY 
otf'ered sacrifices at high places, first praying to fire (or 
rather !ooJ..;ng towards the sacred fire). They 8al'rificed 
animais, strikmg them dowll with 0. club; but no part of 
the flesh was set apart for the deity, tho :mul of thfJ 
anima.l only being required. II As far west 118 CupplI.docia/' 
says StrRbo, "there were enclosed place.'1, in the midst 
of which was an altar heaped up with ashes. On this 
the Mngiaus kept up the unquenchablo fire. Each day 
they want and sang for an hour before the fire, holding 
in their hands a bundle of' t.w;pg." The Magian religion 
extended even to the cities ot Lydia, where Pa.usania.s 
observed their worship. 

The eIJlOSure of corpses wa.~ but partially practised by 
the ancient Persians, and may have been re~tricted to 
the ~a:te. Certainly the kinge were buried: but under 
the nian monarchy, the dead were exposed according 
to the modern custom. 
~C4W be little ooubt t,hat the Avesta anciently 

COb!ri~ of many mOl'e books than we have at present. 
VarioQe traditions apeak of their number (twenty-one) 

T 
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and contents knd the effons marla to preserve them. 
1.0 f Al~xandor the Great, ill a. drunken frolic, burnt 

ZOTO~ the palace at. Persepolis, which contained one 
bOoB. of the two then existing' complet.a copies of 

these books and the other was said to havfI been tllken 
away by the Greeks. 'rlw attempts of the Sassanian 
kings of Persia to collrct aud preserve the Zoroastrian 
bool.s were mnderN.! Iutik oy tho dr!\troying fury of the 
Mohammedans, and thQ/>6 \Vho refused to adopt the faith 
of the COll<tUf'rors ('mi~ratcd to India, and setth-.d chiefly 
on w(lstem sllores. 'Ihey prCSf!IVOO some portions of the 
Avesta, Wg{'tliCI with translations, commentaries, and 
orit:Pllal works ill the Pi~hlavi language and character, 
which prevailed in Perna from the third to tlH~ tenth 
n , h.bl&v1 century A.D. I II these PlI.hlavi tf'X\<; w(· have 

uzti. much of tllO middlo period of Mazdaism, ., with 
a strange mixture of old and new materials," says Dr. West, 
II and exhibiting the usual f:ymptom of declining powers., a 
!';t\'Ong insistence upon comp!(>x forms and minute dctai;' ... " 

'rho llundahish is ouo of these texts which gives nu 
accouut of cosmogony and ]f'gendary history, df'scribing 

'l'Il& cro:l.tion nnder tho good and evil influences of 
Buu4&hWL Onlluzd and Ahriman1 with their conflicts, and 

coming down to early Persmn kings and to Zoroaster, 
with a brief account of later Pbrsian history. There are 
many references which indicato that this is a translation 
with commentary from an Avesta origi nal. The Bahman 
Yast is a. remarkablo prophetical book, in which Ormuzd 
is Slid to give to Zaratbustra. a. narrativ~ of the fut.ure 
history of his reli¢on. 

The Shayast La·ShaYflst is a work about" the proper 
and the improper," or laws and customs abou~ Sill D.Ild 
'!'hI m..yul. impurity. 'rho nature and dogrees of different 

broaches of propriety, the kinds of good works 
&lld those who can or cannot perform them, the moc:le of 
atoning for sins, various kinds of worship, and an infiDite 
numoor of detailod rilles are given, showing no eleV&tioD. of 
mind, buta. pedantic relianooonoutward formal p~. 

Tho Dadistan·i-Dinik, by Ma.nnskihar, a bifIJ .P.iest 
of the Parsees, "Was written in the ninth. oeuWt1,"aDd 
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represents the doctrines and practice of the modern 
Parsee8. Tht! title signifies" Religious Opinions Th. 
or Decisions," The purpose of the creation of Xla4lnan.1· 

men is defined 8ii" fOflrogress and goodness," DlDlk. 

wlWch men are boun to promote. Man is bound to 
gloril)· and praiRe tho aU·good Creator, "A righteoulJ 
man IS the creature by whom is acccpt.ed that occupa· 
tiOll which is provided for him, and ill fully watchful in 
llaa world as to his not heing deceived by the rapacious 
fiond." 'fhe evil happening to the good in this world 
to so large all extent is attributed to the demons a.nd 
evil roen; l.)Ut fllr this they receive more reward in the 
!lpirituaJ existrllco, a'ld by it they am kept from evil and 
improper actions. :r-::xpi:matiolls aro given as to tho ex­
posure of t ho d(· ... d, tho kJlowl(lugo 1Iy the soul of the fa.te 
of f.lIe hotly, tho future of tile evil and the good. A 
brilliant pICture is g-i'vell of' heaven, and !l. very dark 
ono of hell. The sacred thread· girdle is declared to be a 
sign of the sorvi(,o of f he sacrcu beings, a +.oken of sin 
ended, and a. presagl.l (If llOllcficenca. The. I>acre<! eer&­
monial is plea:;illg to Ormuzd, because it entirely fulfils 
his commands, and produces propitiation of good spirits, 
the increase of digclltiYencSlI, tho growllt of plants, the 
prosperity of the world, and tho proper progrt!ss of living 
beings. The I'ropE'r mode of ccl.lbrH-ting the ceremonial 
is dl"scribed; but there is little in it that adds to the 
essentials a.lready d('&~rihed , ~l1ld nuthing: that is of a. 
very lofty or original char&l:t.cr. Another 'l'h .. p1rlt 
Pahlavi book, II Opinions of the Spirit of Wis- or 
dom," is of intcre8t for ilB expressing the belief 1I"!.t4om. 

that the ,. iunate wigdom" of Ormuzd, a distinct per­
sonality . created by r;>rmuzd, prod.uC!ed both the material 
and apmt worlds, aDO cau appear m a persona.l form and 
~iv8, instructions, such as those recor~Ni' in the work 
itself, Another similar book is cellGd by i.ts a.uthor II The 
Doubt.d.ispelling Explanation," and defends and expounds 
the·dualitm of M8zda~m, asserting tbat other religions 
can ou),y acqount for the origin of evil by degrading the 
~ of the supreme Bein~, or by supposing a cor­
ru~ in1lllence to. \>e at work, which is really an evil 
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spirit. He makes roferences to, and attacks the inconsis­
tencies he liml:! in Mohammedan, Jewish, Christian, and 
Manichruan doctrine . 

• ~[1'1'1IRAISM. 
The recurrence of the name of Mit.hra in tho preceding 

chapters, from page 7 onwards, will already have been 
noted; and we must now give a brief account of tho 
obscur~ cultus which has iwell termed Mithraisrn , which 
some assert 10 have beon tho most widespread rojigiotls 
system in the Roman emIJire lor some centuri!'! after tho 
Tlse of Chri!:lu:mity, haVIng beon oven brought iLto this 
country by tho lwmnll soldif'ry (see J. M. Robertson in 
"Religious ~ystems of the World," 1800, pp.225-248). 
In the Veda, Mithra. is twin-god with Varunn j in 
Zoroaster, he is lord ot' wide pastures, created by Atura~ 
Maztla; he was still lorJ of t.he heavenly light, and BO 

locnme specially the sun-god, god of light and truth, of 
moral goodncS!l and purity, punishing the Mithra-Dr'lj, 
I him who lieg to Mithra'; hence also he is a judge in 
hell. (S.E., iv. xxiii.) Rawlinson says t hat Darius 
Hysta:::pes placed tho emblems cf Ahura-Mazda. and of 
Mitbra in equally conspicuous posit.ions en the sculptured 
tablet above his tomb (n.c. 485); snd his example was 
followed by later monarchs. '1'he name Mithradates, 
"given by Mithra," se oHen borne by Eastern monarchs, 
is another testimony tc the influenco of Mithra. He came 
to be rf'gllrded as a sort of intermedia~ L-Rtwoon Ormuzd 
I\~d Ahrima.n, a mediatcr et.ernally young, preserving man­
kmd from t.he evil cne, and pedorming a mysterious sn.cri­
fice, through which the good will triumph; and in some 
aspects Mlthra was regarded as a female deity, and there 
are many Mithraic mcuuments cn which the symbols of 

MJ\lLZ'&k two deities appear, male and femaJe. The 
lIlOUllllmltc. GrEeCe-Roman bas-relief cf Mithraa slaying a 
bull, in the British MUfleum} indicates one form of the 
symbolism WISOCiated with tllis ~od, and COniiooted wit.h 
the idea of sa.erifice and purifieatJ.on; and in oilier ueoci. 
auons a. ram was slain to Mithra. We·learn froIO:Or~ 
that the lfithraio mysteries included a complex re~~ 



Mll'HRAIC CERE,1I0NIES. 

tnt.ion of tho movements of the stnrs and planets, and of 
the disembodied human soul among them. . 

Much of the difficulty of comprehending Mit.hraism 
really is due to its opposition and proscription by early 
Christ.ianit.y, and to t.he secr~cy with which its wOl"1lhip 
wJ carried on, largely in caves. There are btagcmJ.-= 
many remaills of Mithnuc altars cn~, out. jnotCArUt.lau. 
rod.s, and be was even named" Mithras out. of tho rock." 
1'he riLes were probably to a large ext.cnt derived from 
those of ~oJ"o!lSt,rianisOl, At the vernal equinox, the deity 
apponrs to havo buen symbolically mourned as dead, a stone 
image being: laid by night on a bier to repf'!sent the dead 
god; and Justin Martyr and 'I'ert-ullian describe initiation 
and other clrl'emolliE's of tiw worshippers of Mithra, whi ch 
they T('garded M imi\.alion~ of the Christian 81t.£:rlUDents. 
We can seo in t,he light of the Greek myth of Per sop bone, 
that t.hlS WdB Ill) imitation, lm£ au (lady and widespread 
symbolism of thn early d\!ath of Nature, and I,be restored 
lile of spring-time. Initiat,ion was 1m {'htoorate oidl'al, 
including trial by water, by fire, by cold , by hunger, by 
thir!;t, Ly scourging, etc, j ami the worshippers Klthralc 
were divided iuto different grades, called after ceremonlea 
different birds a.mI other animals. Tertullian says tha.t 
the soldier of Mithra was offered a. crowD, which it WQ.S 

his plaOil to refu~e, saying Mithro. was bis crown. Mit.hra­
ism se~ms to have had considerdble popularity among tbe 
later Roman soluiery, and to ba.ve booIl ackllowledgod by 
thc emperors, so that thf're aro many military inscript.ions, 
"Deo Soli IliVic to Mith:-.n,"-" to the invincible sun-god, 
Mithra.." rrb~ most usual repreSCIJtat.ion of him depicts: a. 
yOUllg mllll ill Orie ' ltal coslume ;:nceling wi th one 1.."11ooon 
II. prostrate buil, grasping the head and }lulling it back 
With his left hand, while with the right. he plunges his 
s~ord into its neck., A dog-, II. suake, aud a scorpion 
dl'luk the blood fiowm~ from tho ' bull, and the sun and 
moon occupy the two sidell of the relief. 

There is much Curil1US speculation and fact bearing 
on Mitlirlrwol'lJbip, but ,be study cannot yet be !lI;'-id to be 
olacedoD a basil! of oertainty ; and to say thatChristianity 
bonowed largely from Mi.thraism, is quite unproved, 
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;lMobtl"ll llargtti~llI. 
nil PanIK-ThI1l' ptneel1UoDI-Thelr prlllclple.-A. hr ••• C&~oh.IaD.­

The prte.thood-Dfl'otJOUI ot the lalty_PeaUvall_CCemOll1a.l rtu.­
J>eatlllM4 (orJIa-'l'bt to.ar. of aU'I1~.-Cu.moJl1ea of d.e~ .aula 
-FJJIliIy ure.-PoUDdUioD and CODaecn.UoD of tower .. 

THE PARSEES. 

A PEOPLE wit.hlll 0. people, liketbe Jews in England, 
the Pursees Lavo attained and maintained nn in­

fluence and wealtb far beyond their numerical proportion. 
'fhoir p6rsisl ence is in its way as strollS a. testimony to 
the power of heredity as any. The people survive by t heir 
commercial ability; their religion SUtViV69 with them, 
like Judaism ,vith tho Jews. Persecl1.tion was long their 
PvMcutJ fate both in Persia nnd India; the difficulties 

oUh. 0J1 of their struggle for existeuce have fixed tbeir 
~ striking characteristics in a. mould more tena­

cious of life. May we not say that they IIBV(' la.rgely 
preserved a pUTe faith in one supreme beneficent God, 
Ormuzd and believe them wheu they repudiate the degjg­
nation fire-worshippers, and reject idolatry in all forms? 
Fire they revere, fire is the symbol of their god, and they 
do not tr£'at fire Jightly in any circumst.a.uoos i indeed, they 
"ire the only peoplo who universally refrain from tobacco-

TIWr smoking, as offending their religiou~ principles. 
prtacIpleI. But they are equa.lly fixed in the deter~nation 

not to denle any of the works of Ormuzd, whether earth, 
water, animals, or plants j and their practices of ole,liDti­
neea and frequent personal ablution must have OO'A~, ". 
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great.ly to t.heir maintenance in healt.h. Thegreo.t.est. num­
Lerof t!Jem is to he found in Bomba.y; th<,y llre numerous 
in i::!urat., Ahmeda.bad, und other cities of Gnjerat; nnd 
they aro to bo fonnd in many ot.her cities under Britisll 
Indian rul E'. Their total number is about. 82,0."0) includ­
illg.g,tOO in P ersia. (Yezd, etc.). Their name is derived 
from t.heir or iginal province, Pam, or Fars, from which 
P (orsia is JlameU. 

The Pt~rsees, or Guebr('s, of Yezd ha.ve sbll thirty-four 
fIro wmples great and small, but possess very few hooks; 
an'! till lately were in a very de~raded condition and in 
gr<.'nt pov(:rly, being: most Ull,lustly treated by their 
Mahomclan neighbourfl ; th!'ir condition 1la3, however, 
lo(Jcn ruit.igat.ed by the persifltlmt efforts of' the Parsoos of 
Bombay ulld of t he Briti"h ministry in Persia. At Baku, 
on tlH~ Ca~pi,m, they still havo fire temples. 

'l'iII r('eef't Iy the pure faith was only pr<.'Servfld by a 
few of tho P,lI';iI'O priests; and tJte average priest was 
IitLle but a re(·:t.er of portions of th ..... sacrorl APl.nu 
h ")oks amI formulas by rote, wi thout. UllU(>I- 0I.1oeOb1ml. 

stunding tho J:lI\guagu in which thoy were written. Of 
bt.o yenrs a cale< ·bi~m of instruction has bocn llrepared 
Jor the IlJstrllction of Panl('e children, from which we 
learn that tlwy are taught that thero is one Goo, Ormuzd, 
and that Zo.rOlsht (ZufOflStor) is his true prophet; that 
the religion of tltO AvesLo. was communicated to him by 
God, and that it is true beyond doubt; that God is good, 
and that good def'ds are enjoined. All evil and wicked· 
nes"\! are strictly forbidden. Morality is confined within 
three words, pure-thought, Jlure-word, pure-deed j truth is 
particularly enjoined. Evil deeds will bring punishment 
after death in hell, and judgmcnt is believod to take 
place on the fourth day after death, determining whether 
the deceased goes to h·"'lRVen or hell. But a future resur­
I'E'Ction is held out as c~rtain, when Ood only ca.n save 
anyone, It is a.lso enjoined upon beli()vers that they 
turn their face towa.rds!\OTlle luminous object while en­
gaged in prayer a.n<] worship, whioh mnst be of frequent 
oocummce jn the day. Angels are believed. in, who aid 
tnankind in various ways, and superintend various pe.rte 
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of oreation. Prayers are addressed to these spirits. Prayer 
is made that the evil may become virtuot.!J and be pardoned 
by the mercy of' Ormuzd. There is no propitiation of the 
evil spirits, or Ilfllycr to them. 

'I'lie priesthood is handcu down by inheritance from 
father to son, although priests may beco;ne laymen. l!'he 

TIlt pdMt. high priests, or das~urs, are t,he especial religious 
lIood. authorities, impusing penances and declaring 

doctrine. 'fho ordinary priest.s, or mobeds, and the lower 
priests, or herbads, complete the religious orders of th€l 
ParHees. 'rhey have a council, or Panchyat, composed ot' 
six dasLurs awl twelve ruoboos, which settle!> all the 
joint atrair~ of the Parses community. At pr~SBnt the 
condition of the Parsee priesthood is one of progress; two 
colleges, representing t he two sects of the Parsees (mn.rkod 
I,y comparatively unimportant differences), hay" been 
<,siaLlished, onder able teachers; and learned wo:-kl:l (If 
(·om~iderable va.lue bearing on the history Qnd ancient 
trxts ot' their religion have been produced by Pars6e1'l 
who have studif'd at German untv£'rsities and write 
l!:nglish witb fluoncy. The Parsee community does not 
make offerings to the priests and to the temples the 
chi('f or only meritorious work; but its oharitable insti~ 
tutiODS are numerous, and a Parsec beggar is unknown. 

As to the devotional practices of the laity, a man who 
is very reli~ious will say prayers many times 0. day, 

DnoUOU albeit in the Avesta language, which he does 
olUM laity. not understand. Prnyer may be said on rilling 

frum sleep, after bathing, aud aft:£'r every operation of 
life, befofo and after meals, and before going to bod. 
Among the strangest. and most repulsive of Parsee prac­
tices, to western notion, is th€l habit of rubbing rurang 
(cow's urine) over face and hands, as a specific against 
davas or evil spirits, a prayer or incautation being recited 
at the same time. Devotions at the Pa-rsee fire altars 

arc quite optional, and they may be performed 
l'"Un!a . b 1 h' h all . at any time y tie wers lpper8, W 0 usu y 

give something to the priests. There is, however, a con~ 
siderable attAndanee at the festivals, about once a week, 
and a.t special seasons, such as the six days' festival in' 
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the middle of' wmter, celebrating the six pt'rioda of crea¥ 
tion, that at the spring equinox In honour of agrIculture, 
that to Mlthra, etc, On the tenth day of the 6lgbth 
month there IS a festival to Fravilrdiu

1 
who presides over 

the sows of the depal ted
l 

when specia ceremonies for the 

I 

dead IU'9 performed, the towers of silence are visited, and 
ptayem Baid for them in the smaU temples in the grounds; 
theM 8:1'6 in addition 10 !lnnual celebratioWl for the dead 
ill each house, NeW' Year's Day is both a day ofreligioull 
{eNi:nl and tIQOial intercourse, when the fire-templel!l are 
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visitet) and prayers Raid , looking townrUil t.he alt.ar of 
~llc ]'ed firE'. Visits to fr i end ~, with ceremonial hand-join­
~uA", follow, aud alms are givon to thA poor. 

'J'lIe Parsee infant, born 011 a ground fl oor, to which he 
is again brought al! soon as he is dead. kIf! his nativity 

Cerelll;on1al cast on the sl'venth day by n Brahmllll or Par~ee 
:I... astroioger-pri(>st; at seven years old hE' if! puri­

fied with u irnng, aud invcbtpd with tile sacred girdle of 
seventy-two threads, repre!'Cnting tho seventy-two chap­
teN! of the Yasna. .As thf" priest blesses tllo child , he 
throws npon its head port.ions of frui l'!, spices, and per­
fnffi(·8. 'flli s is th(l ceremony of tho kUIlIi. MarTiages 
are CB.l'l'flllly arran~erJ by t he astrolog('r, but are cele­
uratod with Ii TPligions ceremony, in which the couple 
are t if'd wgl"i.llOr by a Kilken cord grooually wound rollnd 
them, wIllIe a benediction is prononnced in Zenrl and 

Dtrathbod Hanskri t. It is ill their fimerals that the Par­
fDrma. sel's ur~ most peculiar. A dying P arsee will 

lJf\ attended by a prie~t, who repeats to b im wnsolo.t,.-,ry 
texts from the A vesta, gives him tho sacrf'd Hnomn ju;('e 
to drink, alld prays for the forgiveness of his I!IDI!. The 
body IS then taken to a. groulld-floor room from which 
everything h as been removed, laid upon stones, washed 
in warm water, dressed in clean whi te clothes, and laid 
upon an iron bier. The priest, in the presence of the 
corpse, gives an exhortation to the relatives to live pure 
and holy lives, so t hat they may meet the deceased again 
in pilradise. '.rbis exhortation consists of the Pnlt g atha 
of Zoroaster. A dog il!l brought in to loo}, at the de­
ceased, this being kuown as Lhe sag-did or dog's gaze, 
This used to be looked upon as a means of judging, by 
the dog'H instinc~ whether life Was really extinctj but 
it is now explained as securing the passage of the SQul 
over the Chinvat bridge, over which only the pious pass 
to heaven. The carriage of the body to lhe towers of 

TIlfto1rert silence is committed to a special cJassof Parsees 
ohUace. culled Nessusalar, or unclean, from the work 

they perform. The toW8ffi of silence in BOmbay are 
constructed on the top of Malabar Hil~ a great hOlll6 of 
"Vultures. Built of stoneJ they rise about twwty-five 
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feet., with only n small ent.rallce below. On nrrival at. 
the appointed tower, prayf'ts aresaid at the llCighbllUring 
firo-attar. Tho body is then expolOed on n stone platfurm 
within the tower, $0 that all fluids pass in to II. well, iut..,) 
whieh also the bones left by t he vultures aro Ctr 0D1 
swlpt. During tho throe days af t.er death a. otd~': 
priest con3tantly prays before It. burning fi re, .cI1Ilf. 

foo wit,h sRndaj-wC'Od near the spot whero the dead body 
was laid , the soul not being believed to leave this world 
during that period. On the fourt.h tiny after death thme 
is a further cereruony for the soul of the departed. Con­
tributions to chnritles are mad{\ in memory of tho do­
censod, and succ ... ssive RUllual, lIlukflUl, or ceromonios of 
departed souls, keep them ill rem{lmbrnnco. 

'fhe well-to-do JX'rform a ceremony every day of t,he 
first year aftm' a. death ; and the Jast ten day!J of' t.hcir year 
aro 8pr'oin11y set apart for t.h{l mukt..'l.d. One of the rooms 
of the honse is ::Ipccinlly cJf'lm ed nnd !lot apart, and every 
morning choico flowers and fruit"l are Jllaccd. there, and 
prayers are offered in it by t,he J'f'l(\tive~, not. only for tho 
dead bllt for themseh'e!l for forgiW'ncs.'1 of their JlItfit $Iius. 

Parsees keop tbf'ir heads covered day and night, having 
imbibed a.n idea that it is sinful to be uncovered. Parsee 
women occupy a much higher position than 
among Hindus and Mohammedans; and in puntly llflL 

recent years women 1Ia, '0 been admitted to meals in 
common with the men. The family life, especially of 
the well-tn-do, h as much in it that is admirable. The edu­
cation of women has made great progress among them 
in recent years. Mucb superstition still exists about the 
significance of partjcular d bYS, every day having some 
llpecial thing for wrucl. it is I.Jest suited ; MOroO days for 
beginning 8- journey, others for chOOsing a now house, 
others for soliciting ii bride, ek 

The Jargest tower of silence in BomLuy is about ninety 
feet in diameter, or tI() fcet in circumference, the ouoor 
(circular) walls OOiDS: built of very hard stone, faced wit.h 
white plaater_ lrunda the tower is a circnlar platform 
extendiug to its full circumfereuce, formed of large stone 
8la~ divided into three rows of exposed receptacles for 
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CONSECRATION OF TOWERS. 

the bod ies of t.he d(wl, diminishing towards t.he int.erior, 
the exterior row being used for men, i he middle for 
women, nnd the inner for children. Each r<,ceptaclo is 
separa.ted from the ot.h(>~ by ridges about au inch IJigh: 
ann.,chn.nnels are cut for the purpose of conveyiug all 
liquids inLo a dMp hollow, or well, in the contre of tho 
towor. " ,VhOll the corpse has ueen completely strippod 
or its flc'lh by tho vultures, which is generally accoll\­
pUshed withiu ono hour at tho outsitifl, alld wIlen tho 
bones of tim denuded sli:o!(,\.()1l are perfect.ly uried IIJl 
by the powerful heu.t of a tropical SitU, tlll>'Y are 1hrowll 
into t his pit, wl)(~re they crumblo inW dust." Thoro nro 
o.lso four drains h>ndlll~ from t.hn pit to tlm exterior, open­
i llg into four wells. U At tho mouth of 'each draiu char­
c"al and sanrbLones aro placed for puri(yillg the fluid 
hI·jnro it f\uwrs the J?rouHd, thus observing ono of the 
tl'llcts of tim Zoroa.st.rlall reiigiOll, that" the mother earth 
sImI! not be defiled," 'fhe wrll .. have a. }>£:rmoable bot~ 
tom, which L .. covered with sand to a hl:jlght. of five or 
s('ven feeL. 

'fho fOlllldation_la)'in~ and the consecration of n. new 
tower is tUl occasion of great ceremony. After tho ground 
hRs beon marked out and limited with n. thread POUDdl.t1~ 
cn.rried round n. largo number of nails arranged HO'!~I:II~ 
in a circle, prayers are offcrocl to Sraosha, tho 1oO".n.. 
guardian deity of thl:l 8(lUls .of thn deHd, to Ormnzd, and 
to Spenta Armat:, tho guarJian deity of earth, to de· 
parted sou1s, and to the SeYOll Amesha-Spenl.a.q. Thl'5e 
prayers, acknowledging that it is wrong to contaminate 
the earth with the bodies of the dead, pray that the eu­
closed sFe, Rnd no more, may bo occupied for nepositillg 
the bodles of departed souls. At the consecration of a 
dokhma, a troneh is dug all round it, Ilnd thPll in the 
centre of the t.ower tw") priests perform t.he Yasna. a.nd 
Vendidad prayers and ceremonies in honour of SrllOshn. 
for three conIWcntive mO:"Ilings and niglltto. On t.he fourth 
morning there is " prayer in honour of Ormuzd i &lId 
afterwards there are similar prayers to those lit tho 
founda.tion. Other services outsIde tho tower f..lllow, 
during and after which thousands of Parsees visit the 
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tower, which is o.{rerwards cloged to O\·crybody. Some­
times the towers are erected bv public ~Ilbscription, but 
privat.e person.':! fraqu{\ntly bcar'tho solo expense, it being 
considered 0. specially lnf"l'itoriOl1s act to b11llJ one. 

'rhus, in the midst of Rnt:lgouistic creeds, prrsists the 
religion associntorl with tho name of' Zoroa,,;wr , a stnn~ing 
revelation to us of thn ideas and worshIp of wng-di sta.nt 
::ages. Uevercnco and won;llip fur the grent Ormuzd, the 
:'iUprflmO Df'ing, principally I,,}"pifif'd by the wondrous fire , 
dread of the evil spirit and RliXIl'tr. to avoid the evils he 
enn bring, and pmcti('al charity C lie-fly ('ilarneLcrise tbis 
most ink>rcsting: !>mvivJ I from the- pas t. Learned modern 
Parsees maintain llnd tca<'h that invocations to s\lirits 
other Utan tile supreme God do not belong to the rt'hg-iull 
:l.~ orig-ina!ly (>st.ablishf'd by Zoroa'ltcr, and that they may 
nil he dispcnSt'd with, retaining the b(>liefin OM lioo nnd 
in purl ty of thought, word, and deed. 'rhcy hold also 
that all their ritual and ceremonies may b(' altered aeoorrl­
illg to the spiritual btate antl Mcds of the community. 

[Ful the b~!t lUlOOunt of the mool'l'IJ i'arscca anti thei r PI'('Sent leli~io;>,," 
blale, 1C4' " HI.iory of thfll'nrsccs," by DO!,abho.lllll,tnli Karaka, C.S.I. , lak! 
m~llI~er of the Bomba, Legislatlvo Counci l. Ma.cnuUau , l aSt.] 
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