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InsIght. The universal spirit possesses the acme of this power Of 

quality aa one or his powers. He only is good,-all other beings 
are evil,_and that which is manifested as good in us is reilly 
this power nf tbe Deity, the ffUlts nf the Splnt nf God (Gil. V. 22 

dSIII.)· 
Thrnugh uttva the Egn appears to be happy and wise. To be 

happy is an expenence; therefore happiness IS ao object, and con­
sequently its relation to consciousness IS nnt essenhal, but ill pro­
duced by false knowledge Simlldrly, when wlsdnm is attributed 
tn the Ego it 15 through false knowledge. The true Ego is ab50-
lute. .. 1 am thit I am." 

7. Know rajas to be the embodiment of desire, and 
the producer of thirst and relish; that, 0 Kunti's son, 
ties the ego through attachment to action.1 

Rajas seems, as it were, tn lay the cnlors on the transparent saUva. 
"J am happy, I know," IS the e:o;presslOll nf the pu re, calm st,lte of 
the heart On this ground. hke pa/che~ nf color, aflse such thnughts 
as, "I want this, I have It, I like It, and W.11It tn keep It" Thus It 
manirests itself In thlfst for absent thmgs and rehsb in posses!llon 
of them. 

8. Know tamas as born of insensibility,2 the deluder' 
of aU embodied creature<;, 0 Bharata's son; It ties through 
heedlessness,· lazlness,& and !>lccp.e 

9. Sattva attaches to happiness, rajas to actions, 
while tamas, veiling' the power of diSCrimination, at­
taches to hecdlcssness 

The mode nf operalion nf the three qualities i! nut ,hntm. 

1 "Attachment to actll",," both presenl ~nd future 
I " In&ens,bohcy," th~t po .. er ,n Pnio:nh wh,ch doe. not n=ftect con~eM. 
• .. Deluder." the COllie of the aoxepunte of falsehood for truth 
• "Heedlessnels," th .. ""n·~rfDrman« of what IS 'nten<i..d to be doM, 011 ao-

toDftt of alUchmenl to some other things 
, "l.a~lnu.," lack of entfgy ~nd enlbll.lium. to comple~ what I. befUII. 
• "Sleep" Includes I tUpor 
f "VelUng," d e , t/~t ", obaG .. rlng the cl=- of per~t1on due to lUI,", 

","Ula ftOft-perfOl'1lVohte of n,hl achon The pow-e. to ~rcelve IPlllt1la! uv.tba 
b.ioDp to .. ttva, bolt Ia_ ClU8tII tbelr obImon al U- of.actloo. 
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10. Overcoming rajas and tamas, sattva asserts itself, 
o Dharata's son; similarly, rajas, .!attva and tamas, iUld 
tamas, sattva and rajas. 

Tho,c who desire the cultivation of sattva must overcome the 
other two qualities. In order to impress this upon the mInd, the 
mode of the operatIon of the qua1itle~ LS gIVen. 1 he eRect of one 
of the three IS perceived when the other two are overborne. 

11. When at every gate I of the body there is the 
illumination of knowledge, then know that sattva is 
dominant. 

12. GI'(;l.:d,' initiation of &ebon,1I energy In great worldly 
achievements. unrest, and thirst, these are born on rajas 
becoming dominant 

13_ Non-Illumination,· non·initlation. heedlessness, and 
deiusion,6 - these, 0 son of Kuru, ate born on lamas 
becoming dominant. 

The fu ture condition of creaturc ~ ,~due to attachment and desire, 
and IS tberefore dependent on the power of the quahlles. 

14 If the embodied self experience death when sattva 
is dominant, he obtams the stainies!:o' spheres of the 
knower!:. of good.1 

I~. Experiencing death when rajAA is dominant, he 
is born in spheres of attachment to action.' And so, 

I .. At nrr)' pte," tlu.t Is, ,n the aenK! and faeult!" att~11I the f.Uett trlIUll­
f.tatlon of powtr, anei thueby nmov. aU 1M" ofl'ffort or Inability. 

• .. GTeed," desl~ of t"at ..... 'ell II ~oesoed by othe .. 
• "bl.kLatwa oI..:t1oo," .ut."" (OT ooJe<:tI III .enen.!. wltl>wt any.peebl etld '"_. 
, "Noa.!l1umlDatlOll," ...... t of dl101mlnallA&' power, e1I.lunall.lld IllIenIal. 
• ~ Dehuol00. ~ .tuPl<uty ud If_lolly. 
• "5talnleu," fret from "}U and t;!.mu 
, U Knowen of pod," tho.e wloo Qotw tbe Allin 01 buddhl, or ""' • ...nIp 

.... 01 the _ of tM pbYUWlln,_. 
• W Spheres crI ••• ecUoa, ..... AIUIIMl beutf;. 
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one dead when tamas is dominant is born in deluded 
wombs.l 

The varieties of disposition due to the qualities, and the con!e­
qUCIlCCII of lIuch dispositions, have been enumerated in the three 
preceding vents The influence of the qualities on actions is next 
declared. 

Rom .. I IJ 

16. They' call the fruit of righteous acts as pure and 
pertaining to sattva: of rajas the fruit is 
painS: and the fruit oftamas is insensibility.4 

17. From sattva arises knowleclge,6 from rajas greed, 
from tamas heedlessness and delusion, as also spiritual 
blindness. 

18. Those established in sattva O go upwards ;7 those 
belong1ng to rajas remain ill the mlddJ.e," and those 
established in the functions of the lowest quahty - those 
belonging to tarnas - go below 9 

The precedinI!: chapter bnefly ~ays (v 21). "The cau~e of 
his blrlh 111 good and eVIl wombs IS self'ldentlficatlon with 

quahl1es." 
The foregoing ver<les of the present chapter expbm the nature 

of false knowledge and the qU>'l]ltles whIch cause bondage. libera­
tion from attachment to the quail ties comes from right knowledge. 
as is shown in the following verses. 

1 "De!uded "'ombf.," as crulu,"" In ",hom the pc ... er or t<)nOClouanen 11 ""'" 
11m, ... 

• "Ther," that is, the '"!It One author,ty loa,.. KJpda, the fOllnder 01 
Slnkh,. pbliOlOphr , and hit d\sclpln 

• "P~'n" II the conlequence of acUon In ... h,ch .,ght I. mIlled ... ,th """'1' I 
pal .. predominates, .. hlle there i. sl,1I lOme pleasure 

, "l!uentlblltly.ft The consequence of Tlce IS pall1 YlLI'lcd by UI6eC5Ib!Uty_ 
pol •• 

I ~ JC"owleJite," tight pen;eption br aU the !en,,"" and facultla. 
• ~ &tl.blllhed In ".,tn'a," ~cquirln, IplnlUal \tn01l'1ed,. and actin( 1IIIdIrtM 

lAtI.mce of .. ttY. 
T "Go..pwam.," are bom In celestial .phaa.. 
• " XWd .. ; "the human .phflrt 
• ~Go betow," bonI as .... tlonal ~Inp, or as t.OIIle aar, In hell 
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19. While the wise man who does not perceive the 
actor as different from the qualities,l and also perceives 
what is different 2 from the qualities, attains to my state,' 

20. The ego in the body transcending these three 
qualities from which the body is produced, and being 
liberated (rom birth. death. decay, and sorrow, attains 
immortality. 

Whenever the thr~ quahtiu. or Prakriti and Putullha, arc di,­
criminalely known, liberation IS reached. 

The question naturally anses as to what characteristics 11ft 

found in onc who has attained such liberatIOn, because character· 
l,lICI natural 10 hIm are to be :\cquircd by th e aspIrants as mean. 
for the aCCOmplIshment of the desm~~d end. 

ARJUNA said: 

21. By what characteristics does a man become 
known, 0 Lord, as having transcended these three 
qualities? What is such an one's behavior, and how 
does such an one transcend these three qualities? 

THE BLESSED LORD spoke: 

22. Illumination, engaging in action, as also delusion, 
o P1ndu's son, when in activity he does not hate.~ not 
wish for when ended/; 

1 ~ DLff .. enl f!'OlD the '1uahtlel;" that bo, the qu~htLei are be,ng rnodi!led 
Into caule and effect. and undor th~r Influenee It ~ppun 115 1/ the ego ~ tM 
.ClOT", 

t .. What LI dlffer .... l, , . that ,s, ronsaousnes., by rebl10n to ",hlCh UlrOll,h 
faJ,., Ir.no_Ied," the '1""1_ u.sl at aU. 

I" M), '~Ie," N.rv1n •. Realizes that.U th ..... rully the",., 
4 .. He does not hale," thai .s, _ben anyone of Ihe three '1"htl<!!l usertI 

Ibdf he does lIot with to check It • 
• .. Wish taT when ended," that I., one ntl.bhshed '" ... Iroll. ,,",be. tOt' tilt 

domlnu;<>D b;' uttv. of the other IWo qualilles .. hen the), Ulen themtel.eIo 
Thl. Inl1f'Cl'l the '1"(1111011 115 to Ihe chan.cterutlQ of Olle who tnIIlCePdi tIot .... -
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23. Who, remaining as disinterested,' is not perturbed 
by the qualities; 2 "the qualities prevail, overcommg 
one another; " who, thus fixed , is not moved; 

24. Equal towards enjoyment and suffenng, seated in 
Self; s equal towards a clod of earth, stone, and gold; 
equal towards the dcslrable and the undesirable,. Wise, 
equal towards blame and adulatIOn; 

25. Equal towards honor and disgrace; equal towards 
friendly and hostile sides J 5 abandoner ' of all initiation, 
is called beyond the qualitle~. 

26. And also Me 7 whoso worships in unwavering 
union of love,8 he, completely transcending the qualities, 
is able to become the Supreme God.; 

Thill answers as to how the quahties are tl':lnscended The path 
of love is mentioned becau~e the cond.tion of sages illuminated by 
knowledge is comprehended ID the two previous answers. 

27. Even of the Supreme Ruler, immortal and unmodi­
fying; of the eternal law of righteousness; of the acme 
ofbliss,-I am the support. 

I "As d"Jnt<1'tSted :" that I~ , unattached to the quaJ.t,e'\ and their actions. 
t ~ The '1uallt""," el<: In con""quence of the ...... l1ut,on of the dlst'nctness 

of the PUnish from the qual' tIes, .t ,s perce,ved that all that .. QU"", and all 
tMt Is effecl are but the thrte quahlles and the" rnod.ificallo.... Th'l &IIaWen 
the q...,..Uon ... to behavior 

• "Seated In Self." that,s, Indcpmdcnt of an objects. 
• "Des,rable and the undes,rable," from th e POint of ",ew of oth .... 
I U Equal to .... ard~ friendly s ide.," not only d,.,nterested u regardo h,. 

OW'll apparent ,nterest, but abo for tha t of othe,." the true object of .plnt .... lln. 
tere.t of the hUmaJI race ,. one and the lame, _ the Deity, .. ho IS the true and 
only Self 

, "Abandoner," engag,ng '" no a,bon not Indl. penu.ble for the ..... 'ntenanca 
of the body 

~ "M.;" the Splnt, whIch though one yet d ... U. h, every heut, 
I "Un .. awcnng un,on of love," an aU..,xc!uslVe, changel ... ]"". , "."110" think· 

bIc 01 the cond'l\on of bon<bge 
, "Able 10 become • God," that la, attalnl N, .... lna through the gDCe of 

God, nell before lIIe dl • ..,lulLon of th. body. "To become God" III talptanl 
~ rDQnI "to be In the form of God.." 
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Here ends chapter the fourteenth, called" RIGHT 
KNowLEDGE OF THE DIVISION OF THE THREE 

QUALITIES," in the blessed BHAGAVAD GhA, the 
sacred lore, the divine wisdom, the book of 
divine union, the colloquy between the blessed 
KRISHNA and ARJUNA, and contained in the 
Bhishma Parvan of the blessed MAHABHA.RATA, 

which IS a collection of one hundred thousand 
verses by Vv ASA. 

The B!e~ .5ed Lord as the Spirit is the spirit of the Supreme 
Ruler whose nature ,~ immottallt} and eleillity; perfect spiritual 
U1uminadon reveals the truth that the Spint of God h the only true 
SpirIt in Bemg. The" eternal law 01 righteousn ess" is the po,,",'cr 
or ability to alt::!.in NirvAna; the knowledge by which the identity 
with the Deity is mamfe~ted to the devotee IS also the Deity; the 
power and th e powerful bemg the same In thiS lense the Dlessed 
Lord is the support of the Supreme God. God IS, because the true 
Ego is the Spint of God 

In this chapter has been explained how the union between 
K,helra and Kshetrajna causes the universe; the extinCtiOn of 
conditioned existence by perfect knowledge is declared. The 
natural characteristICS of one who h!\5 tn.nscended the qualitIes are 
a150 explained, for the purpo~e of indicating the proper means to 
the aspirant for liberation; and tinally, It is said that all-u:clullve 
lo~ of the Deity u the euiest road to aaivatlOD. 

Salutation to Krishna, whose devotee easily crosses 
over the ocean of existence produced by attachment to 
the three qualities. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

RIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUPREME SPIRIT. 

IT has been said that by right knowledge the bondage of cond[. ... 
doned existence IS cut asunder (Chap XIV v 19). It has also been 
laid that this knowledge can be acquIred only through the gl"iice of 
God, who grants it to the aspin,nt either through another human 
[arm, called his preceptor, or In some inscrutable way (Chap. IV. 
v. 34). The truth that the frUit of all actIon and the reall~tion of 
identity with Cod III real essence, or as conbClousness, are depend. 
ent finally upon God'~ \\11I, and no! upon human Will, is declared 
as supreme. In the Ids! verse but one of the foregoing chapter 
the Blessed Lord ~a)l1. thai He grants hberalion to HIS devotee 

As knowledge of God 1\ the only to'l.d 10 !;alvation, the Blessed 
Lord proceeds to declare the right knowledge of the Self, by the 
bestowal of which He re,>cne, Hlb devot~e from death, This 
knowledge which saves IS not a mere intellectual form, but real 
consciousness, - a new life, In fact. 

THE BLESSED LORD spoke,' 

J. Exhaustless they call the Alivattha, l with roots 
above \I and branches below,S the leaves whereof are the 
Vedas; ~ who knows this knows the Vedas." 

I A(NttA .. -lItenUy, lleetllli, e"l1one!oCCtlt_h.n l'IIan, the pere4 £i-tr~ 
}tINIS u/'p.1tI. 11 .ymboh%et the unl"rne, .. hleh 1.0 tailed exhau~tleu ~ 
II is 'll"\thO<lt be"lUIlD" IUId ends only by sptrltual knowledge &ad not III tlme. 

I " Root. above," that II, the Supr.me SPII',t, through the power called ~ 
fI~t tau.e, .. the root of the unln.... Above, becau ... the lubtlety, perto&lltnc:e, 
and cofPpreh.II.1 .. encu of the 0;;1111. trans<;ends the effe.:t 

, "Branches below;" the branches are the p.oduct of the fint aun, ."h,o;II 
It. Praknb, unw the o-<et.,ght of tbe Spmt.. Th ... e produo;t& are buddlll, IlwIo 
bra, and the h e lubUe elcll'lHlu • 

• .. The lll!a ....... ber..,f are the Vedu," be<:aue u lea .. "" protoct .. tree, .. 
u.. V .... pt'CItect tbe unlvetx by .-eaU ... g the Ia ... <>i ""hteo\llne .. . 

• "KnonnI tht VecIu," Ihlt I., .. hooYer kno .... th. Truth Ju>o ... the: Vcclu.,. 
a.,. _ but u.. embodJmOll! of the Tl'Qth. 
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The endless Itream of eYolution is represented as a tree for the 
purpose of teaching that without complete purific;uion through 
dispassion JI.O one can ever know the mystery of God's belOg. At 
the same time It I I not true that every pure and dispassionate man 
necessarily attalDs that knowledge of God which gives salvation. 
'Besides purity of heart it is necess~ty to have the aspiration to 
know God; and this aspiration may be called love of God, love 
oCilberation, love of Nltvll.na, or love of truth, 

This symbolism occurs in the Vedas: "Thill A~vattha, with 
TOOts above and branches below, 111 eternal." Elsewhere it is 
sald:-

" Peakrili i~ the root. and ~upported by it this tree is raised, and 
buddhl 1111111 trunk, (lnd the creV1Cf'~ in it are Ihe , enses and organs; 
the lIubtle elements are its branches, and it is leafy With gran 
objects; good and eVil are its flower, and pleasure and pain are 
Its fruit, SUited to the liIe of all creatures is thIS tree of Brilhm;L 
This is also the al..ooe of Brahmli, perpetually Brahmli dwells here; 
with the great Iword of knowledge piercing and cutting it asunJer, 
and thence obtaining the enjoyment of bemg the true Self, one does 
not revolve" 

The idea is that nothing uists but God, and His nature has 1"0 
aspects,:IS inseparable as sun~hjne and ~hadow The first aspect 
II all that appears to be, and the other is H,s own mdependence of 
it,-otherwlse called bondage and liberation. To realize Ihi ~ op­
poSition of the two aspects of the Divine power- in other words, to 
lee that what appears to be is not - IS to know God. That which 
lupports the eXistence of two mutually destructive things is be}ond 
both and;s the real nature of God, - Himself. This is the absolute 
majesty of God which is untouched by the universe that ,eerns to 
be Its negation, as also by the dbclo~ure of the true character of 
the universe as leeming He to whom thlli truth i ~ u real as the 
pen I. to the writer who holds it iD his hand ill iO NirvAna; he 
kno_ even as he is knowD. 

2. Its branches,l having objc.-cts of sense for shoots 
and invigorated by the qllalit!es,3 spread above and 

I .. fIraDdIes:" that la, Y1lri0ll1 creaNrei' who ar~ dlsth'gullhed rrom ..... 
DOthIII' ~ the d!fJen!lIte of IIInoundlJlp proceed to reJilODI .bo¥e Gr below 
~ to ti1m' merltL 

•• , gtW!u.," _11111, the tbrK liJualltiet, - fOOduu. pao.aIoa, aadlp_ 
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below i and the roots,! having actions (or their conse­
quences in the world o( men,lI also penetrate down 
below. 

3. Its (orm in this world is not perceived as such;' 
it has not end' nor beginning 6 nor middle.8 _ this A'ivat­
tha with roots; struck deep, having cut asunder with 
the firm sword of dispassion,S 

4 Then 9 that seat. from which those who attain it fall 
back 10 no more, is to be sought by taking refuge in 
that Primeval Spirit, from whom is the beginningles!I 
flow of conditioned existence. 

5. Without egotism and indiscrimination, having sub­
dued the fault of attachmcnt,ll devoted to the thought o( 
the nature of the Spirit,12 with desires at rest,13 free from 
the pairs of opposites called pleasure and pain, the un­
deluded go to that exhaustlc~s scat 

6, That is not manifested by Sun or Moon or Fire. 
It •• """. 2); and having gone there they fall not back i 
U IL S that is my Supreme abode. 

1 .. Roots, II that ,. , u <:onwy ca"S~$, such a. attachm~nt and hatnd, which 
produce the tnuorable chaIn of c:>.nSOltlon, whIch by Ihe wIll of GOO gOyetllJ tho 
experiences of cond,t,oned beIng ... 

a .. World of men," because In other .. arid.! <rutun! ar1! more COlltented 
and I .... changeful th~" men. 

• "Is nOI per«:IVed U $uch ," because If th. true character of worldly ub~ 
enee ta once pet<:eIVed It van ... h ... It!.. ml.t before the lun. 

, "11 Ilu not end," no man knows ... hen II 'WIll end, bect.UM: II C&lI OIllyenol 
by Illumillat,on 'WhIch comes aCCOtdlng to no law (Cf Matt. '''''' V) 

, .. Nor btglnn"'g," no =n a.n say ... h~n the unlVcrMO bepll 
• "Nor m"Mle," even It$ p'6ent condit,on Qllnol br undentood. 
I "Roots" etc, that .... the strara of worldly e", ... tellce wul DOt ead If Idt to 

I~' 
• "Firm sword of dllpa$51011 ," that,., ""th the face rnolute!y turned towvda 

the Supreme God, perpetually practISIng dISpasSIon .. ,th nght d,lCl'!mlnatlOlt. 
I ~ Then," after ~nunc,atlon the supreme seat II to be sought. 
II "Fall back, ~ that Ii, ",to mlgrato!')' ~Xlllence 
U "Havlllg subdued. . at~ment.," that ta, bting eq\lal to friends ... 4 

en"puts. 
1.1 ~ Nailife of the Spltlt, II the mystery of the CQIIIlechOlt betw-en the Abloo 

liIte and the conditIoned Self. 
11 "Deal ... at nst," u hI saps who balt perfected retlWlCLahcm. 
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The sacred text says: .. Not there shinel the SUI1, aD,. 1I!IOOn, 
nor stara, nor shine theae lightnings; where is there this tire 1 
That light refiecnng, tbese all shine; by the light of that aU tbis i. 
maaiIested." 

E.ery union !n nature is followed, by d!sunion Even then how 
there is no falhng back from that seat IS now explained. 

7. Even a portion I of Me becoming the beginninglcss 
apparently conditioned ego in the world of such egos, 
draws in the six senses (together with the manas), ex· 
istmg in their proper relation of harmony. 

The word" portion" might s uggest the thought of the divisioQ 
of .he Supreme, but In reality thiS dlvl~ion can appear through do­
IU810n alone. The usuoU 11!ustroltiOn is that the lIght withln an 
earthen pot which 15 pierced with holes issues from Cil.ch o~ning 
u a distinct line of light. but If the pot is broken, the llnes ofllght 
arc merged In '''II light and do not agam appear in those mdlVidual 
lines. For c\COlrness other IliustTatlons ilfe gwen. Dy reflechOn on 
a number of ~ur(ace ... the sun appears as many suns. but on the de· 
struction 01 the reflectors the sun-images are lost In 1/111 sun forever. 
When the space occupied by an object merges 1010 infinite tpace 
nil the destruc\!on of the object, It remains a pare of tlu ~pace 1m. 
mortality conSIsts in the kno .... ledge that the sun.image and the tun 
are one_ The ego is the same as the Supreme Spirit, but Imnlor­
nilly Is an object calleo oy some recogmtion, - .of the oneness, of 
the want of change in the quality of COnSCiousness, despite the m­
illltude of nbjectt that exl~t by dependence .on it, 

The portioning of the Supreme SPirit into personal egos I. due to 
fal.e knowledge or creative power, and these 1Ilu~ive entities Clr· 
culate in the wheel of cvolution by causing' OJ. coherence of the vlri· 
01lJ po_era of seosatlon and refiectlon in a defimte WIY, the whole 
Iyltem of C'(nlutlon being- as real or as imaginary as those egoa. 
The immedia.e agency which causes IhlS aggregation may be called 
pce-e.J;!lbog desires; thiS naturally gIves Tlse to the inquiry at to 
what gives tbi, power to desires Phllosophert solve this problem 
in two wayl, accordlllg to their respective school~_ 

1 "Ii.'teo a portigl1," etc:. The trutb Is Illal the eondltlonod egtI, .,hl.eb II ..... 
fat .. back afts attaUlIn, the Sl1preme. II al no Itme rally d1lh:reat f!;OlD tboI 

'...-
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By tome it i. called S'(JaMtnJat, 0'1' "afllrtl r".."" while otbe,.. 
call it the _ill of God. Whichever term IS used, the upl~tlatiou ia 
the samll; the mysterious. uitunate cause IS beyond comprehelliion, 
like the yellowness of gold. Both schools wIll admIt that from our 
present paiDt of vIew the C~u,e ;s conscIOUS, and both ,"11 agree 
th~t by apiritual illumination the cause I. seen to be separate from 
consciotaoess, and therefore non·ex!stent except as the power of 
conSCIOusness, and therefore r€ally identical WIth it. 

8. The Lord,l carrying these, proceeds to the body he 
receives, from the body he leaves, as the wmd bears fra· 
grance from the source thereof. 

As the subtle perfume of flowers is borne away by the wind, so 
the conditioned ego carries With It the loix powers before mentIOned. 
The metaphor goes further. The ego IS really all'pel'Vadlng, like 
aIr, but as currentl of wmd CIrculate in reference to object, dl£. 
ferent from the aIr, so in reference 10 the body the ego appears to 
migrate i and thIS appeuance il due to the operalLons of the ltuDd 
aod senses 

The Individual ego-in other wordl , the conditioned ego con· 
aidered at the lowest hmlt of CondllLons-is unfettered by hullUl.ll. 
conceptIons of lime and space: mmd and senses are necessary to 
relate it to these two classes of condItions The Individual and the 
unIversal lIpint ilIe coeval. the former not knOWIng the latter. Be· 
cause, In urder that the umversal should be known oy the individual 
it II necessary that theIr identity as JIll Spirit should be mande!lted, 
as knowledge is nothmg more than the mamfestatlon of the knower', 
relallon to the object known. 

The manifestation of thlli identIty is but another way of saying that 
the co·related attributes of the Spirit whIch form the indIvidual and 
universal apirit are rejected from cOflsciousness, and the Absolute 
is itself. Ignorance: of the universal SplTlt II the essential condition 
for the existence of the indiVidual spirit. It m"y be urged in oppo­
sition that the relation between the two is nOt identity, hut some 
other which would enable the two to exi.t, and yet the indiVidual 
know the univenal: this ill lie1f-contradictory. The idea of indio 
viduality does not admit of the eXistence of thing~ SImIlar to itaelf. 
That I, not individual which i. unrelated to the unive ... al, and it ls 
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obvlO1J' tbat that which i, rel2ted to many can ha9t no relation ta 
tbe univerul, which to be must absorb every variety within itself. 

AU being thus reduced to duality, it is clear that the universal 
Spirit must know the indl ~iJu.J spirJI. OtherWise where would the 
consCiousness be to support the latter', eXI ~tence by knowing it? 

' It cannot know Itself q the individual 'pmt except it also knows 
the universal Spirit, in rel.tion to whom alone the indlvidWll is the 
individual, as hu been said before. 

The individual spint can, therefore, CXlst only as .. I do not know 
myself; " this Is tbe meaning of indiViduality. The universal Spint 
Is "I know TDye.elf;" the" myself" in both cases being the same. 
and identical With the real nature of God. 

This" I do not know myself" considered apart from consdous­
MSl is the primeval d~rkneu over whIch the spint of God or con­
s.:iousnen broods, and containl withm ltself the whole warp and 
wool of all that has been, IS, or can be. The Son of God or unh'er­
lal Spint knows thIS darkness is not I, and m this way is omniscient 
Thus divested or ,Ielf-identlty WIth all objectivity, the lelf-existent 
consciousness is perceIved not L~ an object but M the Self; while 
the indiVIdual knowli that there is an I which he does not knnw, 
and is allo contented .... !th the want of knowledge. In other word". 
the individual believes himself to be an Object; the stuff of Ihill 
(alse belief about the Ego or SPlnl is false knowledge (avldy1), be­
cause the Ego is not an object. ThIS seemlDg" or £a.1se knowledge 
by its own nature counterfel~ the 1. The knowledge that the Ego 
i. not an object il the only true knowledge of the Ego, which 
doe. not require to be known in order to be SpIritual knowl­
edge is not an intellectual acquirement, it is dispassion, unIversal 
love, and the faith that I am pure consciousness and nothIng 
that can be the object of lUIy operatIon, its consummation ia 
NirvAna. 

9. Dominating ear, eye, skin, tongue, and nose, as 
well as the manas, he enjoys objects. 

"He" il the personal ego, the being who {eeb in connection 
with the body that" I am the actor II and" I am tbe enjoyer!' 
Abulklna, appuently impregnated by consciousness, or, lUI it t. 
teclwic.a1ly called, receivina- OD it tbe reficctioD o( conlcioua.nen, ill 
1lae perIORal qo. 
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10. The deluded 1 do not see him. migrating, station~ 
ary,or experiencing qualities; but the wisdom-eyed t do 
perceive. 

11. Men of tranquil hearts,· striving for it,' perceive 
him, seated in the buddhi; 6 but those of impure hearts,e 
and deVOid of discrimination,1 though striving for it, do 
not perceive him. 

I.2. The splendor in the sun which illuminates the 
whole world, that which is also in the moon, that also 
in the fire, I" know that splendor as mine. 

The variOl.l$ lummous powers are but refl ections of the same 
light, and tbat light is the DeifY It is 10 be understood that tbe 
DIvine influence pervade5 everything, but all thmgs do not mani~ 
fest it equally, through the influence of the quality called tamas. 
ThIS is an enlargement or the Idea as to the IllUSIVe manifesUtioD 
of the Deity as conditIoned egos. 

13. Also entering into the earth,S I uphold these 
H.h '. J. creatures by my power,9 and I nou rish aU 
c... L ~~ vegetables by becoming Soma,1O the embodi~ 
ment of sapor. 

I "DtI"d<!d," t .... t II, mgl"OSS(d In mat~allife. 
• "W,sdom'eyed," that Is, thOH whose minds have been pIIllJied by IplritIILI 

knowledge 
• .. MOIl of tn.o'lull hurts," thou who art cam~lly d...,J, Ind a1iYe 10 ' plli!, 
, "Stny,ng for II," thU 11, throu,h med,tat,on ~nd Scnpluralltudy, 
• ~ s.:..ted '" the buddlll, ~ th~1 .s, though connected w,th the body, ,...t 

separate from It. 
, w Impurt hearts." thOk who have 110 eontro! oYer their sen'.s, and e;l.1l00c 

concenmte Ihell" ",,,,dt on one thIng ncepl for a short time, who hue All! 
abllndoned evil hab"s, ~nd whOlle egoulm and yamly are not l ublupted 

• "De'f'o,d of d,~"tllnat,oll," turbulence of the ~ cau,ea de(eetl .... "",,,,-
I "Eatenng \1110 the =th;" as 1\ .• loOul the <h"ne power ma.kea tbe earth 

""t't~ 
• ~ By Illy po""';" that It, the litoeSl of the urth 10 be the d_elh",-pl:&at 

01 all ~tu/'e31 teally comes frolll the Delly. 
It .so.... IIlhe ... aed planl utd to embody all the ... pot of the enllre ... ~ 

ble kla,dom. l1 thl, sapDO' (or ft.IeI\et of 1a.1t) dJd nOl ex,.!. no .... 'ttable wOllld 
.!lave heal_table, IIId aeat...,es _lei Dot hl ... e lived. The 6_ 01 vq:etabla 
4« fOCid to ..... 1:lln It,. I, hen IIIcl1cated.. 
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14. I. becoming Vai~v1nara,1 and entering into the 
bodies of living creatures, digest the four kinds~ of food, 
being joined with the upward and downward life-breaths. 

15. I am also l>l!ated in lhc: hearts of all; 8 from Me is 
recollection' and knowledge, as well as their removal j by 
all the Vedas I am to be known/ and I am also the author 
of the Vedanta,S as well as the knower of the Vedas.1 

The rem&lolog verses of this chapter contain an epitome of the 
wbole boole. 

16. Two spirits 8 are there in the world,-the destructi4 
ble' and the indestructlble.10 The destructible is all crea­
tures, and the kQtastha 11 i ~ called the indestructible. 

17. But different ]s the Supreme Spirit,lJ called the 
Paramatma,18 who, the exhaustless God, having entered 
into the three spheres, supports 14 them. 

I Va'f"I"''''a ;1 the Lnttmal lire or en","" .. hlch ca.UlU dlgutlO1l In ~onDec­
tIo.D I'rith retl',,;ahon 

, "FOIIr lunds." ~twtd\n, u the food ,. chewed, l ucked, lapped, 01" drunk 
• "&ea-ted In Ihe hearlo of all;" aU ~rc~tu ••• , from the ant to Ihe hIghnt £od, 

an eonmoull,x:caule of the Ume Ego , ea.ch ~I'Jng II .. lumnlf, Ihrou.gh faae 
bow!edge. 

4 ~ RecoUect,on , ~ that w, Ihe rlghteou. ~member the law under IU cir<;1I1Q­
atances, .... hlch the IIn.\,hl«l1l1 ca.nn"t do. 

I .. By IU the V.da> 1 ~m to be kno .... n" Tht Lord 11 DO other ~ lho 
SIIprtme Spirit revealed by the Veda$ 

• "The ,,,thor or U,e Ved1nta," Ihl! 1., Ihe PrnoeY&l. Teacher who .... th, 
Mt 6l<pnunder of the tn>t meanm, of 11"111 Vedu 

, .. Tile knower of Ihe Ve<i>.. , " he .... ho real, ... the truth embocBed III tho 
V~ 11 Identlc.aI w,th Ihe Supreme Splnt 

• "Two Ip,r1U," the Supreme SPirit Is Ier:o. Ihtough two d,fferall .. ello 
, ";oe.tnIct,b1e," the _Ie,nalo£ aU th,ngl, from the body of the IDOIt eaalted 

creature to the fibre 01. wood It II calk<! 'I',nt In accotd:Lnce ",,\b popular u...-­
lAd fe. the purpow of lrldlcatm, the &up ... me Spmt hy the proc_of cJlmlOl.tI"", 

11 "Indestruetthle," the po .. er of the Dtlty wh,eh co.u.es the <ieoln,,:tlble. 
U KfitiUlu; the Ind"'ln1tt,ble Ipmt II thul named beau .... t" unafieacd by 

all dlfr .... nttatl0n. The ... tw" I re . eally the Supreme Sp".,1 manlfetled to IUD" 
CdUptioa throutb two <:OrTC1atf,c! fO<1!ll 

11 .. Dlfferenl," that la, unrelated to the C(lnditlOns .... bleb form tbe other~. 
11 PiWtnUl"" , of aU thlnp coUtd 1tlll1 from lUIy POLllt of Tlew, tht. .. the 
~ the IIIn"'"-t ....uty, the Most H'Ih. 

" .. SlIpporII," that Is, Wllholll ef(grt, by HI. meJ't btlac. T\I: AhIo1l1lt1 
.... DOt kIN It. ~Ier 111 .wPporlUlI the IIIIlvUM. 
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18. Because II am beyond the destructible,t and 
superior even to the mdestructible; 8 therefore in the 
Vedas as well as in the world I am called the Supreme 
Spirit. 

19. Thus whoever, undeluded, knows Me as the Su­
preme Spirit, he, the knower of all, worships Me in all 
forms. 

20. Thus this most secret instruction has been de­
clared by me, 0 sinless one ; knowing this, a man 
becomes, 0 Bharata's son, the doer of all that is to be 
done. 

Thus ends chapte r the fift eenth. called the" RICHT 

KNowLEDGE OF TH E SliPREME SrIRIT," in 
the blessed BHAGAVAD GiTA, the sacred lore, 
the dIvine wisdom, the book of divine union. 
the colloquy between th e blessed KRISHNA and 
ARJVNA. and contamed in the Bhishma Parvan of 
the blessed MAHABHARATA, whIch is a collection 
of one hundred thousand verses by VVASA. 

Salutation to Krishna. who has revealed the right 
knowledge of the Supreme Spirit, whIch is realizable 
only by cutting down the tree of conditioned eXistence. 

1 "J." not the human being caUed by the world Kl1Ihnl, but che Sp1tlt 
whIch he knowo Co he the tTUe Ero, - the real Hlm.oJf 

I "Destruchhle," che ~rP'i'tij~!I, thanR,n~ ijnl~""'" 
I "la.destructlblo:," the dl~'ne OIWl'p"tcllce wtndl II tM ba,.l, of the umo ..... 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

RIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF THE DISCRIM1NATION :9£.0 
TWEEN GODLIKE AND DEMONIAC AITRIBUTES. 

IN Chapter IX, verses 12, '3, it has been said that human 
nature is divisihle into three cl:\sses, - godlike, demoniac, and Imp. 
ish This subj«t is now furt her explamed, in order to teach that 
those who aspire for u.lvat,on mUST cultIVate the godlike attnbutes 
and abandon the others. ThIS chapter,,, also mtended to eluci· 
date the lut verse of the precedm:!: ch;tpter by showmg how "the 
knowledge of the being of the Deity" is to be obwl)ed which 
makes a man the" doer of all that IS to be done." 

THE BLESSED LORD spoke: 

I. Want of fear,l sincerity of behavior,' assiduity in 
regard to knowledge 3 and its realization,4 gifts,' external 
restfulness,' sacrifices.' study,8 austerities,' rectitude. 

J "WanC 01 (ear . ~ acUng (earlessly, .. lthout doubt '" IlUlflvIIII, III aocOf'd. 
alice .. lth Krlpttln.1 LnstrottlOn 

l "Sh ....... ty of behavLor," not tnllllendug othen ~f1l1\1 ar by la1tchoocl, 
IOphlltry, '" by tau"ng pnplully. 

• ~ K""",Ied",. ~ In'~lon about Ihe rul n~hU1I 01 the e,.. .... d nOD-ep 
clnn in the Scnptures and by precepton 

, " R~!\ullon," con, Unl .fforl 10 v.""ry the..e truths by penonal caper!.. 
~. Thot Ihue au the most Lmportant or Ille attrIbutes ~ntd rodb!,;. . In. 
!laC"rt of. PW> III wholD th_ attnootes UlJI " s;IIld 10 p<:rU.ID to the q\lalll1 01 ..... 

, 0 Gifts." 'h .... nll one', poI$a'"'''' .. Ith <lthOB 
• .. E...trmal rHtfulnns." rtpost or mann.,: a~ of nertOOlSIltu. 
f "SacnIi«1.: ~ aoeon;",,/: 10 !M SmptWtaJ ,nJunctlons. 
• .. Shldy ." tlu.1 Ia, of the ScnptW"tII other th.a.n tboac wIuclI d.!al dJnctI11ri* ..... ,= 
• .. Autwitla ,n u uptwu:d (u.rther 0110 
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2. Inoffensiveness, truth, want of anger, renunciation" 
internal restfulness, not speaking of the faults of others. 
compassion towards creatures, superiority over tempta~ 
tions,! gentleness, shame,'a freedom from gesticulation. 

3. Power,s forgiveness,' patience, purity, want of de­
sire to cause harm. want of over-esteem of self, are the 
godlike attributes wherewith a mortal IS born,6 0 son 
of Bharata. 

"Purity" means both mental and bodily cleanliness. External 
Impurity can be removed by water and other purifiers The mind 
also requires purification whenever anger h~ felt, or a falsehood is 
told, or the faults of another need\{'ssly disclosed; whenever Iny­
thmg Is Raid or done for the purpose of flattery, or anyone is ric· 
ceived by the lnsincenty of a speech or an act Habits of internal 
cleanliness should be cultll'ated with even greater care than those 
of outward punly. The agent of internal punfication is sh ame and 
repentance. Entertaining anger or hatred is more loath!Some than 
failing mto a sewer; and self-gratulation and self-praise are as 
offensive as foul sores 

Godlike attributes are spoken of as " the fruit oC the Spirit" by 
Saint Paul (Gal. v 22, 23). AgJill$t such, as the apostle says., 
"there is no bw," because they lead to liberation, as is expressed 
bere in verse S 

4. Ostentation religious and worldly, egotism, anger, 
sarcasm, false knowledge,' are, 0 I'ritha's son, the demo­
niac attributes wherewith a mortal is born. 

S. Godlike attrIbutes are for liberation, and demoniac T 
1 "SIIpc:rlOrlly O\'er temptatlolll, n freedom from agitation In til. pretence <It 

tem~lIon. 
I "SlIame." all gerllnne repentan..., >nusl be preceded by shalqe. 
• .. Po.,.et," to o"erC<lm" oppostl!on 
f "ForgweTlt.s," shoen". of anger, eyen wh.., Injured, IhLJ do.t1ngubh~ 

It from "want of anger" 
• "Mortal Is bon>. j" thue .ttnbut~ are cod1lke II ,,:uSJatm. the fllture "",'lo 

beIn, of the 1OtIl. 
• "PalM kn"",lO!dp ," pe.-nrled Ideal of nght and _g, truth and fats. 

bood, .pint aftd matte-. 
, .. Ikmonlac, " pert:>lnln,.; to the qllabty of r1.;a., IofId here lII.dadei ImpIM 

IlUrkIei pertalrwI, to the quality of tamaa. 
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for continued bondage,- this is meant by Me, 0 Pindu'J 
son; 1 grieve not; thou art born with godlike attributes. 

6. In this world the creation of creatures is twofold, 
godlike and demoniac, The godlike has been 
fully declared; hear from Me, 0 Prith!'s SOR, 

as to the demoniac. 

For facility of detection and avoidance the fest of this chaptet 
describes demomac attributes In a coocrete form 

7. Demoniac creatures do not know what to do and 
what not to do, neither purity nor right behavior; there 
i .. no truth in them. 

8, They call the creatures truthless:l and lawless I and 
Godless;' produced by the union of the sexes, having 
lust only for cause. 

Among the vanous systems of Indian philosophy this view i, 
not unrepresented Ch~rvaka, s;lId to be a demon ill. the form of a 
Brihman, 1$ t he leader of Imllan materialists. The main feature 
of bll doctnne i~ the rejection of both Scnptures and reallor:ring 
by inference, as legitimate organon" of TIght koo..vledge HIS 

ground for discarding inference IS noteworthy M being in anticipa­
tion of many modern thmkers A ,e:elltuJ propO$itlon is inferred 
from observed In.tances , and again in5tances are emp!O) ed 1(> »fove 
the n.lidity of the conclUSIOn drawn by inference, hence all univeu.al 
and general propo,itions are inadmissible and illegitimate. Such 
" the reuoning of Ch1rvaka and hiS modern sUctenOhl. It i, 
to be noted, hewne.f, that the a$lIertion of the validity of perception 
by the senan and exclusion of inference and revelation involves the 
universal proposition - all revelatIOn and inference are inadmi ... 
• ib!e The ... hole fabric of materialIst philosophy I, thus b:u.ed 
upon Ii contradiction. 

I .. 0 Ptadu'l .oil;" the Bl(!:ued Lord, kna.,1IA' the thaucht aI Arjwuo, aoW 
poeetcb to .ClftOV. ht • ... ,,(!ty u to hOi awn attr,bute .. 

• ~ T'Juthlets; " tb.at >I, u tMy.,a deceptln,1<> 11 the whole "'''''' tbty tlnat. 
, " L ... "leu," t ...... Is ne.ther cood Ilot .v'~ aJld all ScrlptlllteS ... prock'*' 

., &oIs ud lnInu. 
, .. Godlea" There" DO CI*Ieiou _ .... rIcb~ Jude- PI tile __ 
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9. Relying upon this view,l those of cruel deeds. pe .... 
verted natures,a and of little reason,3 enemies of the 
world, are born in order to destroy. 

10. Full of ostentation. self-glorification, and pride, 
fixed firm in insatiable desire. steadfast in false faiths' 
through blindness. and impure of conduct,6 they prevail 
on earth. 

I L Also balding fast to measureless anxiety ter­
minated only by death, and convinced of thi!> that the 
enjoyment of objects of desire is the supreme end.s 

12. Bound by hundreds of bonds of desire. taking 
supreme resort In lust and anger, and for the enjoyment 
of objects of desire workmg unrIghteou sly 7 for many 
posseSSiOns 

13. This has been gained by me to-day, and that de­
sired object I will gam; this treasurc is, and that also 
Will become mine. 

14 This enemy by me has been slain. others I shall 
also slay; I am lord, I am enjoycr. I have gained my 
end, I am powerful, I am happy. 

15. I am rich and high-born; who ei<;e is there equal 
to me? I shall perform sacrifices, I shall give alms, I 
shall rejoice. By such blindness deluded. 

16. With hearts confused by many desires and cov­
ered by the net of delusions. and engrossed in the enjoy­
ments of obJccts and lusts, they faU into impure hells. 

1 "Thll n ..... " t ..... t IS. tbE '1,tw of Chirrab .. 
t "I'erurtcd. .... tllrcs," baYmg no mun _ of wtlrk,ng tOT tbeu- own "~lI-bwlc 

bcrtofter. 
• ~ lJt~ rf!UOfI. " bec:a~ confined t.o th:ot .. b,eb can now be pt~,.ed. 
• "Fal ... fallbs." perlerttd Y'e'" of the destony 01 ~, or ",onh,p of falsi> 

,ods ... OI\e autb,,"t/ ""1" 
l "Impure of conduct." bec:l,,~ their rthql"". rlta. ,nvol.e tbe bklnlt 01 

We, dnn ..... s: Int",,,cat,ng drugs and lIquors, 3nd "Ih~r .,,,,,Ia. 'fIIl'"~ prad.'Ctt. 
• ~ The ~upreme end." ao;cord,ng to Chhvaka the supreme end of u~tene. 

'" to ",)0, all JX"'S,ble pleuurtt 
1 "Worlung ~~.b'," by .... mmlttmg tbefta, fr:1.lld~, ~ 



2)8 THE BHAGAVAD CIT..t: 

17. Honort!d in their own eyes, arrogant, full of pride 
and delusion of riches, they perform sacrifices in name,l 
irregularly.2 and for the purpose of ostentation, 

18. Embracing egotism,a tyrannical power, self-con­
ceit,4 lust and anger, the enemies of the righteous 
hate Me in their own 6 bodies and in the bodies oC 
others. 

19. Them. the haters,e cruel and worst among men, 
I cast endlessly 1 into impure, demoniac wombs, in this 
sphere of migratory eXistence. 

20. Falling into demomac wombs. deluded from birth 
to birth, and not Gnding Me, 0 son of KURU. thence 
the/ go to even worse B conditIOns. 

The demoni:J.c attributes are the "\usts of the ficsh" against 
which Saint Paul warns (Gal v 19-21) "They which do 8uch 
thinr shall DOt inherit the kingdom of God." 

21. Threefold is thi.'l the gate of hell, causing perdi­
tion of the SOU1,1I lust, anger, and also greed; ·therefore 
abandon these thrcc.10 

1 ~ SaerlfiCC!lln n~me, ~ thIS taches that enn Vedic C~0II1U are valueleu 
when perf<>nned III Ilieh • lp,rlt 

I "irreJ1lwly," Wt Is., III VIOlation of uta.b\l.hed niles. 
I "Embnl;l ng egollSm," ascnblng real :and ImagInary qualities to oae's!elf 

thmugh fal ... kn owledge 
, .. SdfoCOl1cetl," whltl1 mak ... II Inlolenab~ foc Ihem to be tnongbl of All 

obeying ally authority ucept!hell" own C>T .. I lip by them.el~u. 
, U In th~lr own," et~; thai II, vlOlat,. Ihe acnplllnlJ g,mman,. of the DeIty. 

no Supremt Sptnt, as consc!",,"n .. ' , w,tntn ... all that a man doe.. 
• "Hattl'S ~ of God aIId rlghteo1ls men 
1 "I cast endleuly," etc, by ... uon of Ihelr pervmed natll ... they go frolll 

bad to wone. God dots nol treal them Ibll" from a pet""nal feeling of 311 ..... , bu.t 
thel1 0'111 deeds, 'tIo!all.ug diYlne COmn1audi glYen for thtlr welfare,~. mIlD!. into 
0'1.1 borth., In .\uch they .. ark evli aIId art apln bom In t'f'11 wombs. 

I M E9en WOf'1Ie," \1 II not to be """lgmed Ihat left to thamtlYei they _ 
tarn to God, but eternally go from bad to wont. 

I "CallIlng pudltloll 0( the tOIl!;" thaI ill, pA"l'enl\llg the :f0111 or toIl.do .... 
_ta .... from pin"" the IlIprtme end, NIrY$na. It does not rneu Inll\hllari~lI 

II " 111_ three." t.bt cblef amon, tht demonllC Ittrlbutftj If til-. tht1If 
tile mol of aU t>1ll, aft .baoclon~ the ,eat wUltOCn d1uppear. 
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22. 0 Kuntt's son, the m::l.n secure from these three, 
the gates of hell, works for his wen-being and then pro­
ceeds to the supreme goal. 1 

23. Whoso, abandoning scriptural injunctions, remains 
in self-wilful conduct ,~ attains no heavenly sphere,' nor 
happiness,' nor the supreme goal. 

24- Therefore, in the decision as to what ought and 
what ought not to be done, the Scriptures are to be 
thy authority j thou oughtcst to perform action on earth, 
knowing what is enjoined by the Scriptures. 

Thus ends chapter the sixteenth, called "RIGHT 

KNOWLEDGE Of TilE DI~CRIMINATION DETWEEN 

GODLIKE AND DEM ONIAC ATTRIUUTE~," in the 
blessed BHAGAVAD GiT,\' the sacred lore, the 
divine wisdom, the book of dIVine union. the col­
loquy between the blessed KRISHNA and ARJUNA, 
and contained in the Bhishma Parvan of the 
blessed MAH.AUHARATA, which is a collection of 
one hundred thousand verses by VVASA. 

The supreme authority of the Scriptures is emphatically declared 
by JeSlls Chri~t by fulfillmg the Scnptures himself. and also by ex· 
pilcit "ord~, -" The Scripture\ cannot be broken" (John :l, 35). 

10. all .'Ipiritual difficulties the best course is to follolY the Scrip­
tures when there are any express declarations pertaming thereto j 

if not, the practice and opinIon of ~ incere men nf religIon is a good 
precedeDt j failing even in that, the conscience trained by the study 
of the Scriptures is a safe guide to follow. 

AccordIng to the in6uence of the three qualities, the attributes 
forming men's characters are dIvisible into two cluse.; namely, 

I M ~ to the lu~e goal;" .. TOldlnr the trlnlty of nIb, the _n lIat 
aalYlltta1lu the lupreme ,oal, or Nlo1.n.a, bill aIIo UVCI I baWl', pucd'w hl~ 011. 

""". I .. Se1t.wilfnI eondact ;" foUowlnr the corrupt Impullet Clf carnll nature. 
... Heavenly Iphere," thaI II, lmperled: VllIoJI of God, III Ia". c:.el.tial ....... 
, "HappllleN;" that II, "'" et.rtb.. 
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godlike and demoniac. Those .. ho wi,h for sal ... atlon ought to 
avoId Just, aDger, and greed, -- the chief among the demoniac attri· 
bute.,- and cultivace the godlike attributes of courageous obedience 
to the Scriptures, .tudy of spintual philosophy. and perseverance 
in it. practical reali:t:l.tioQ.. 

Salutation to Krishna, who by describing the godlike 
and demoniac attributes has shown what is to be fol­
lowed and what avoided in order that the truth which is 
liberation may be received. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

1tIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF THE THREEFOLD DIVISION 

Of FAITH. 

IN the preceding chapter the SCriptures are s:l1d to be mea's 
eyes III regard to spiritual matters Those who have no faith in 
any revealed Scnptures are lialole to be tbe victims of their own 
£Jncles , for the natural man recclVtth not the thlllgll of the Spirit 
of God (I Cor. Ii 14). 

Yet at the same lime it is to be boroe in mind that the Scriptures 
are not the truth. although they p<:IlIIt out the path to truth. .. The 
Vedu have for their object only the assemblage of the three qUOlh. 
ties, be free from the threl:: qu.thtu:!s, 0 At]una .... As much 
benefit as there IS III a limited expanse of water, so much is there 
in water stretching fr~ on all sides; SImilarly, u much benefit as 
there is in al1 the Ve~'c ntes, so much IS there {or the truth·re.liz.. 
ing Brlhman (Chap. II . vv. 45, 46). When the forest of delu· 
.ion thy heart shall cr05$ over, then shalt thou attalD dispassion 
both as to what is he:ud and what ;s }et to hear" (Chap II. 
v 52). These and many simIlar passages in the Gilll condemn an 
Idolatroul veneral10n of the letter of the Scriptures. In brief, the 
Scriptures are invaluable as mean. for the attalDmenl of truth, 
but only as the means; if accepted as the end they are not only 
not good, but evil. The letter kllleth 

The faith which mamfests itself in the ,2:odlike attribu~. de· 
.cribed In the last chapter i. the best and t-.il'!hest faith, beinl'! faith 
il'l the only true God; but it IS not eUlly attainable. and II rarely 
aeen. The Blessed Lord uses thi. occasion. offered by Arjuna'. 
que-non, to eJ:plain tbe nature of the mferior faith, whicb has threo 
fmm. 

.6 
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ARJUNA sa£d: 

I. How, 0 Krishna, is the devotion of those who, 
leaving scriptural injunction, worship in faith, - is it 
sattva, rajas, or tamas? 

This does not refer to those who, knowing the scriptural injunc­
tions, abandon them in favor of human innovations; such cannot 
be liaid to worship in faith. If the God whom they worship is the 
true God, they can find no knowledge of Him outside the Scnptures; 
and external worship II not necessary to one who findl God ~ithin 
himllelf. Consequently, when a man who IS acquainted with the 
Scriptures renouncell them and is not yet holy enough to won hip 
Gnd In the form which transcends.111 Scnvtutes, namely, "in truth 
anJ in spirit," he cannot be said to have faith, and IS included in the 
demoniac class (Chap XVI v.23) The worshippers here lIpoken 
of are those who, through mcapacity and want of development, 
rut contented With traditions and the opmlons of authori ty. 

The question IS answered by showmg the nature of this Inferior 
faith, which can belong to an) one of the three qualities. Fallh In 
the true God of the Scrivtures is of the purest sattva quaUty. 

THE BLESSED L ORD spoke : 

2. The faith of embodied creatures is born of their 
innate nature; it is of three kinds, namely, belonging to 
the qualities of sattva, of rajas, and of tama!l; hear about 
that now. 

The " inna.te nature" here means the t.endencie!l of the begin­
DIIIglc9I va,t, not plmfied by any spltltuaI mfluences; it il here 
Illed to distinguish it from" nature ",hich has been produced by 
obedience to the wiII of God aJI revealed in the Scriptures. 

The only way to change the character of roan as produced by 
put evolution il to study the Scriptures and ha.ve faith III them. 
This ,tudy of the Scriptures ill a ncted duty, incumbent upon all 
capable of it. and no study I, perfected unless the know1ed8e ac­
quired from it I. CQnveyed. to at least one other person. Tbo.e 
allAble ltO .tvdy fulfil their dllty colDplttdy by simple obedience $0 

the lawful authority. 
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3. The faith of all, 0 son of Bharata, proceeds from 
the quality ofsattva; this being 1 is made offaith i I what­
ever is one's faith, the same he is. 

True faith comel only from the Scriptures directly. or indirectly 
through the instructIons of holy men. 

4- Those of the sattva quality worship gods; 8 those 
of the quality of rajas worship Yakshas' and Rakshas;6 
other men of the quality of lamas worship ghosts' and 
spirits.? 

From the time tbat faith genninates th~ external appearance. 
become of aeconda.ry importance. lor they are but fading echotl 
thenceforward Tbe doctrine of JU~l!fication by faith as given in 
Chapter IX. vene 37 IS a practical apphcation of this great spiritual 
truth. 

S. Those men who perform terrible austerities un­
enjoined by scriptural authority, and arc fuli of vanity 
and egotism ,s and full of the strength of desire e and 
attachment, -

6. Those deluded creatures, - torture the powers and 
faculties that inhere in the body, and also Me,1O presiding 
over his innermost heart, know them to be possessed o( 
demoniac purpose. 

I .. Tht. belng i" tile embodted ego, the ordonary creat..,..,. 
• U Made of faith," • marl can have , e1Iu.ne fa.th .n that alone wbkh be 

rt(SlI~ t. Faith wmes of the qualolJ of Ioalty. and nnes &CIXIrdin, to Ita po_ 
o",r the olher twCl. 

• .. Goda," that lJ, the pow ..... of the tNt God, as nwllfcsttd iii the '1ual1t:1 of 

."" 4 Yd",.u, .plrll:l who preside over tnasurn 
• Rd'J~(sJ, 1I'2h,"ln: ' pllltS, mem,e.< of p.lly. 
• "'GhOlts," dlttmbodted human beIngs Ulhabltlng the wotld of oh.do.s. 
, .. Spirt"'," tile powen of the clements. 
• "'V.alty .... d ca:<'Usm " ue the ca1lMS 0( their btln, a4<1lded to crud 

aatter'lll", 
• .. o.lte" men \0 .bRltt, and ".'tac:ruaCDt" to prOCllt ob)eao. n­
~H the qUllity of nlU. 

lit ... ACId alto 1.Ie." The DeIty I, .aid to be tortured by the 'flolaliorl of hla 
-....nob. Tb,. "deilldeci erc:a.tW1ll" bin detoerlbfd are ,,,,- ovapowo:flOd b]I 
lb. qv.lll)' of tamu. 
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Theae two verses treat of those unscriptaral worshippers "bo 
aTe demoniac j the other class is left out on account of ll¥ infre-­
quency. Those dlllcnbed must be avoidl::d. 

7. Food, sacrifices, austerities, gifts attractive to crea­
tures, are also of three kinds; hear of their differences 
now. 

All that are mentioned here are threefold according to their rela­
tion to the qualities. Those de~lrous of spIritual well-being must 
adopt that which cultivates the quality of saUVA and avoid the 
others. 

8. Foods which promote longevity, mental tranquil­
lity, industry, harmony of bodily functions, cheerfulness, 
and sympathy with those of like temperament, and are 
succulent, oleaginous, producing permanent benefit to 
the body, and the composition of which IS ascertainable 
at sight, are attractive to those in whom the quality or 
sattva is dominanL 

9. Foods exct!ssivcly bitter, sour, salt, hot, pungent, 
dry, and ardent are attractive to those in whom rajas 
prevails, and are productive of unpleasantness, I suffering,S 
and disease. 

10. Foods insufficiently cooked, deprived of savor, 
offensive In odor, not fresh, and unfit for saCrificial offer­
ing,' are attractive to those in whom tamas prevails. 

J I. That sacrificial ceremony belongs to sativa quality 
which is enjoined by scriptural authority, and performed 
by men who expect no benefit,· and fix the mind in this, 
that" it is to be done." 

12. 0 best of Bharata's sons, know that sacrifice which 
1 "Unple, ... nlnoss ~ .,.h,le !)eU'1i oaten 
, "S"ffcr\ng," 1h>.1 'S, .ft .... ..,ffecl ... luoh II depnss,on of Ip"ita. 
• ~ Unfil for ucnlid>.; offtrlng," Ihl ii, food "tlleh hu been hUl"wl, ~ 

by lUI, one before 1\ II b!est.ed by utzi6ct, .. tucb cornSpDSI" to the .. ,lac ~ 
pIoCI: __ , Cbrlltl.",. • 

, ".8c:ie4t;" outlldi of the okaac to perfonn It. 
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Is performed, looking to the resuit,J and also for a pur~ 
pose of pride.1 as belonging to the quality of rajas. 

13. That sacrifice is said to pertain to tama<; which 
is unfounded on sacred authority, in which food is not 
given to BrAhmans, nor holy texts recited, concluded 
without making gifts. and performed without faith. 

Sacrifices and offerings, and indeed all kinds of religious works, 
are good ~cause prescnbed by !;criptural authority, and not in 
themselves; consequently no good comes from their performance 
according to personal pleasure. or w,tithut faith III the Scriptures. 

HaVing condemned all violent and un<;Cllllfural mortification., 
the Blessed Lord declares the nature of proper austerities. 

14. Doing reverence to Gods,a nrtlhmans, superiors,· 
and wise persons, punty and stralghtness/' chastlty,8 and 
umnjuriousness" are called bodily austenties. 

I S. Words that cause no anxiety. that are truthful. 
soothing, and bencficlal,8 and also repeated readmgs of 
the Scriptures, are called verba! austerities. 

16, Transparency of the mind,~ cheerfulness mani~ 

fested in the countenance,lO restramt of speech,ll self~ 

I "Looking to Ih~ I'ftll lt," thlll It, for Ih~ pu rJ>O$" of 5pe<:ltic reow;u-ds In heaven. 
w for acqufnng reputaUOll fot rlghteou,ne., 

, "Purp""" 01 pride," Ihal IS, for .eLr·Rntubtlon 
• "Gods," that 's, the De,ty under all namM and In aU al peclt. 
• "SQpcMors, ~ thai IS, p:orenll and other. wo,thy "r honor 
, I, Stralghtnea>," th,. '" a lechn,~I ICfm .. h'eh 'mph~1 nol IIllng th" lllDt. 

la proh,b,ted acto, and k~pong them eng"J'(e<I In the op"",,'I~ 
• ~ Ch;ut,ty," h .. ~ meant on the absotut~ Vft$C 

1 u UnlnJllnou.n~'\.I," that .. mft,ellng penonal hlIrm on no one 
• u Woro. lhat c:&lIse • ~efioal ~ ltlgh teoul spe«h mUSI hlI"'" .n theM 

elemenll • It I hlIl1 aUK no amtL~I)', 2 It .hlIll be ,n harmony w,th the real 
""penenec of the ...... k •• , 3 It .haU be iIOOthlng or pleal:Lnt tn reb-lion 10 a~ 
parent objects; ~ AISQ beneficial ,n .elallon to splntud th'ngl. Fot eumpl., 
.. Be colletta!, my IMln, "Iudy I~ ~fLplure. or peril)Clll 1.lIg,oll, _o.b; that 
WIll proLtlOte YOIl ..... U-be,ng" 

• ..... n.par .... ey of the mInd," from absen~ 01 anluely 
" "Cheerf .. lness," etc, the functIOn of fhe mInd whI ch IlIpprenn all thoughts 

laJUrlOll1 to othenl and enlC1'ta'M Ollly 'uch~ . ..... lor lh., ..... I!-belng, 'h,. fat­
IlIty b; the _rU of lI,nlly calmne., depIcted on the Ct>"Dtenan~ of lIoly men. 

U U itestr"alnl of tpeech," the dC"ltnnlJlaUon of the IDInd whKb Qj.UIQ It It 
be.: meaa.1.. 



THE BHACAP'AIJ CITA: 

restraint,l and sincerity of conduct~ are called mental 
austerities. 

17. By men not desiring benefit, and tranquil in heart, 
austerities practised in excellent faith are said to belong 
to sattva. Thus! IS austerity of three kinds. 

18, Austerities that are practiseu for obtaining fame, 
honor, and favor. that are uncertain, transitory.t and 
confined to thiS world, are said to belong to rajas. 

19. Austerities that are practised in consequence of 
a conviction founded upon folly, for the torturing of 
one's self, or for the destruction of another. are said to 
bf"long to tamas. 

20, "Gifts have to be made;" thinking thus, gifts 
that are made to those who make no return, in proper 
place & and time 8 to a recipient,' also otherwise proper. 
are considered as belonging to sattva, 

21. But that gift which is given for the purpose of a 
return of benefit, or expecting some defimte spiritual 
benefit, or given unwillmgly, is considered as belonging 
to rajas. 

22. The gift that is made in improper time and 
place, and to improper recipients, who are not hon­
ored but treated with contempt, is said to belong to 
u.mas. 

I "Sclf-fStr.dnt; ~ W'lthdraw!nr the mJlIIl. from wwldly object.. This Is 
lIIo_t to u>c!ud.o o.ll tblD" willch ...... DOt 5J*;1fiQUy n>enIlOMd ... lit object. for 
tile _clae olldf..c:oatrol 

• "Sincerity of COfI.duc;t;" ~ oJf desire to u>il.uence others by any deY!a. 
don f",,,, IIr.u,IIhlrorwarda-.. 

• ~ Thll.," at I. r.booI.l to bt deaerlbed. 
t .. UncertllD and tranS1l0'1' ;" th~1f ~ffect ,. entlrt:Ir cDlllined 10 this Ufe, tv. 

",be they do DOl dloappolnl the per(ormtr 
t "Proper place, ~ -.ccordlol to Brihmanlca\ CUlII"", holy pIacls, IlICh .. 

....,., ani proptr placeIlo whIch 10 ma.ke lutS. 
• .. Tillie ;" by tIM __ authority the 1 .... 1 day of the _tb ]a I prOpel" u..e 

far rukilll atftL 
f .. itodp&ellt i" I BrthITWl yened Ia tA. Vedu Is the proper redpiellt iii • 

11ft __ lie .u. 110 ",I\IID. 
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It betng extremely difficult to presrrve perfect purity of gift. and 
other works, bere follow the directions for tbe removal of unavoid· 
able shortcoming •. 

23. OM, TAT, SAT, these are considered as the three 
designations of Brahm1t1 Dy these, in the beginning, 
the Brlhmanas/.1 the Vedas, and sacrifices were sanc· 
tified. 

24- Therefore, uttering the syllable OM, the Scripture­
enjoined acts - pertaining to sactlfice, gift, and auster· 
ity-of those who declare the Supreme Spirit' become 
always blameless. 

25. By those desirous of salvation, uttering the sylla. 
ble TAT, arc performed van ous acts of sacrifice and 
austerity as well as acts of giving alms. 

26 On birth of sons, on adopting nghteousness o( 
conduct, the syllable S.\T is to be employed, and also on 
occasion of marriage, 0 son of PrithA, the word SAT is 
suitable. 

27. In sacrifice, austerity, and almsgiving, the perma· 
nent good result is called SAT, and also works (or the 
sake of the Deity are called SAT. 

The repetition of these syllables, or any of them, has the efficacy 
of purifying works from rajas and tamas quahliCll. 

28. Whatever offering is made into the fire, whatever 
is given, whatever austerity IS practi'lcd, and whatever 
is done, without faith, 0 son of l'ritM, that is called 
Asat,' and that is not for well-being here or hereafter. 

1 B~dllOA I. tht Suprt:me Spirit . 
• ~ Brthmall.la," that lJ, Imo"'eu of BrahmS No lpectal re:feren" to cute" 

bcre meall1. 
I "Dec:bre the Supreme Splnt." tllltt (s, tholt "'ho. ha .... n' . ttamed kknttt,. 

of Nltu.re w,th the DeLt)', afterwards Itll.d oUlen to llIltt ,,,,,I Icwrd!n, to Ih. 
laltrut;l": .. ,, <:OI'Italned In the Veda. 

t A~lZt, that is, unrlll:'hlcou ', and II« br'lI, m, tile ado/' to God; tbe oppot.i'" 
of '.u, which Uurally "JIlLfiu Truth or BeLnln_ 
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Thus ends chapter the seventeenth, called .. RIGHT 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE THREEFOLD DIVISION OF 

FAITH," in the blessed BHAG.o\VAD GiTi.., the sa­
cred lute, the divine wisdom, the book of divine 
union, the colloquy between the blessed KRISHNA 

and ARJUNA. and contained in the Bhishma Par­
van of the blessed MAHABHARATA. which is a 
collection of one hundred thousand verses by 
VVASA. 

Abandoning raja! and U.ma" the sattva quality i5 a.lways to be 
uplred for in austenties. !J.crlfices, and alm~givlng. Faitb being 
rrescnl, all impetialions in such works are removed by pronoun­
cinff the name of the Deity. 

Salutation to Krishna, who has shown the path to 
knowledge by purification of heart through the cultiva­
tion of faith pertaming to the pure sattva quahty. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

RIGHT KNOWLEDGE OF LIBERATION. 

hi this finill chilpter is given the summuy of the other lIeventeen, 
ilnd all thilt i ~ to he found In the VedIs i~ also to be found here in 
a concise form. The immedla.te occ;o.SlOn for the dIScourse of Ihe 
Bleued Lord l' the uncerl;l)nty of ArJunil as to the distinction be.­
tween the renunciation of illl works and gwing up the expectatioll 
of ptn;ooal benefit in the fruit of works by dedicating them 10 the 
Deity, Since it 15 Baid that the same result, hbera.uon, comes IroQl 
both these courses. 

ARJUNA said: 

t. I wish to know, 0 Thou of mig-nty arms, the essen · 
tial truth as to renunciation and as to the giving up of 
results; and also thclt difference. 0 Slayer of Ke~i. 

THE BLESSED L ORD spoke .. 

2. The renunciation of all works for ~pecific purposes 
is known by the wise as renunciation; the sages caU the 
abandonment of the fruit of aU actions the giving up of 
results. 

"Works" here means the sacrificial ann other ceremonies as 
prescribed by the Vedas RenunciatIon consists in IHlt performing 
all worles, to which the Scriptures attach some &p!:cific gain. Re_ 
Dun.ciation, then, b the performance of the prescribed every-day 
<luti~. and sueh as are enjOined for ~peciill occuionll; as, for ex­
ample, on the binh of a ~on. Some amon/t the wise alia c:onr.idu 
the &i";n&, up of thia claN oI dutie. u renuDciiition. 
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The" giving up of results " Is not upccting any personal benefit 
from the performance DC such every-d<ly"nd .peclal duties Al­
though the sacred authority promise, no sptcific reward for the 
performance of louch dutics, yet in a gener.l manner they ate 
laid to "lead to the sphere o{ tbe righteous," and to "dlmLnl"b 
Ilofulnus." 

If all desire for benefit from action is to be given up, "hat rcasoo 
can there: be for acung at all? 

Fin! of an It should be impressed upon the rnll!.d that no man 
can be saved by act,. because salvation IS nOt an act, but a new 
life or COnSCIQu!>nt&s. Suppose a pronee to be stolto at birth and 
brought up among swineherds, wah no knOWledge .. hatc~r of his 
royal descent. Can he by any ;let change hiS conSCiousness of 
being a ~wlncherd's son? It can only be Changed when the state­
m.:nt of some other penon 015 to that bet provt:' to be true. 

In a SImilar manner no condItIoned cr"ature can cease to be con­
ditioned by any act It can only be changed by a new consClou"nen 
ariSing from a source dIffe rent from the condltionR wblch seem to 
limit the togo. It is .. Iso trut' that 1I11s new consdoulne$ll tOlnnO't be 
givt'n unless its rt'clplt'nt has buh In the source from wbence It 
comes. From the moment tha.t this is rea.hted, It WIll be de .. dy 
aeen tha.t there is but one tblng to be done, a.nd that is to acquire 
thil faith. Everyone knows that wha.t is unfolmthar IS not believed i 
no grea.! confidence is felt in a s!r;t,nger, however friendly his pro­
fes sions ma.y be S uppose It to be shown that if the stranger c;t,n 
be trusted grut good WIll come to those who hebevc In hUll, whlcb 
c;mllot come in any other way. It would be rea!lonable then to give 
a trial to the llranger's words, and to feel confidence In him .. fter a 
time if notbmg OCCUI'S to disprove hiS VeT1CI!y 

Works are nothing more nor less than this trial. .. Faith wi th. 
out works Is dead" In other words, works u e of value only as 
l.C«'uorle~. (aith being the prind~l Therefore, in order to aft:tiA 
aupreme faltb whIch is not rrere!y the assent of the intellect, _ the 
.ppro~tion of the stranger which inAuences one to' test him,-but 
• De" consciousness or life, "orks also are needed, At the aame 
time, if [he works are done wilh some other purpose than to prove 
the stnnger's veracity, no good comes from them; the feal end for 
which work!! are pre~crlbed is defeated The true purpose of rtlig. 
laD Is not to direct and fa.cilitate the lelf.imprO'vement of the faith. 
ful, but to lead them to the life hidden in God, ethical improveme1ll1 
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beIng one of the preliminary requisitn. For this cause let hIm, 
who asp1res for salvatIOn, do whatever he has to do With the solt 
object of gaining God by faIth; and when perfect faitb cornel, action 
will cease because Its purpose IS tulrilled. 

Therefore It is said that "actions or works purifying the heart 
turn it towards the Sp,rit, and then, their purpo$e being c<lnsum­
mated, they disappear hke clour\~ at the end of the rainy season j" 
"the YogI does not leave act ion, I.lt/ I act ion leaves him;" and many 
other teXi. to the !arne effect. The liberty of the SPirit is Ille con~ 
summation of spIritual culture. Therefore the right course for 
those who aspIre to salvatmu \S to perform theIr duties in life, as 
welt as such good works as their cona'l!on~ permit, believing them 
to be comrmnd, of God, and de'lCIng only to strengthen the faith 
which by grace Will save them. 

The distinchon between renunClatiOIl and the giving up of result, 
Is hen: made for a defimte rea~on, othcrwlse the two mL~ht hi: m· 
eluded ILllhe resignation of the person:ll Will Ab~olute reslgllatlon 
charaeteraes the state of those who h.we reached the supreme con· 
dillon of spLntuallty dcscrlbed m the concluding verses of Ihe ... ee· 
ond chapter, ilnd In the fifth ver~e of the twelfth ch:lpter BUI here 
the Blened Lord ,.~ not s~akmg of thO'le; He spcaJ.~ of lIuch as ilore 
devoId of Wisdom and In bondiloge to action, but are deSIrous of cs· 
capmg from bollda~ by re.J.hzm!,; idcnuty WIth the Deity in the 
manner descnbed In Chapter XIII. 

It is necessary for the~e seekers for spmtual Me to know that 
after a time the road IS dl\'ldcd IntO two p:t.ths. It is absolutely 
necessary to give up all special worh, such as would secure a live_ 
lihood, longevity, and other kinds of worldly prollperLty. Let no 
olle who desires ulvation Btnve {or these Ihlllg'! himself, or by 
deputy. or ildvise anyone to do <;0 Other works are not to be 
necessarily Jriven up. hut the ell'pectallOn of pcr~onal ildvant:l~e 
therefrom must be resigned, absolutely and forever. 

3. Some sages say that all works should be given up 
as impure; while others say that sacnnces, gifts, and 
austerities must not be given up. 

1'ho!ie "'ho renounce all works arc the follo"ers of Kapil ... , tbe 
founder of the S~lIkhya lIy~tem of ph,!o,ojlhy; the others are the 
Ofthodoa; Brthmanlcal ritllalit-t .. , who form the Mim1nsaka Khoo1. 
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The .. works" especially referred to here are the Vedic ceremonial.; 
and the chief objection against them, made by KaplJa and afterwards 
by Duddha, IS that they involve tbe taking of life. Attachment and 
averMon are also to be given up a.s ImpUfltle9, 

It IS clear from the nature of the objection against works that it 
does not contemplate the Illuminated sage. For to him nothing is 
impure, since he knows that &1.1 objecl~ .. re mcluded In the Kshetra, 
from which the Kshetrajna or Ego I~ dl~tlnct. Further reasons in 
lupport of thiS view Will be stated pre~ently, 

4. It being SO,I hear my words, which leave no uncer­
tainty, 0 best of Bharata's sons, in regard to giVing up;:I 
givmg up is perfectly declared to be of three kmds, 

S. Sacnlices, gifts, d.u~tt'ritie~, arc works that must not 
be gIven up; they must indeed be performed, Sacrifices, 
giftS, and austentles are punfying (or the wise. 

This teaches that for tho~e who renounce the thought of persnnal 
benefit th=5e works are pUrlfyiIlg. and shou!d not be gtven up. 
H ere a!so we perceive tholt the Spiritually Illuminated are not 
spoken of, for they can need no pl1T1fication "There is nothing 
more sanctifying thao knowledge" (Chap IV. v 38). 

6. Even these works are to be done renouncing all 
personal interest in them or in their fruit, this is, 0 son 
of PrithA, my indubitable and supreme declaration, 

Whenever any 'lct leaves in the mind any feehIlg other tha.n 
that the command nf God has been fulfilled, that feeliog iI. produced 
by egotism. 

7. The abandonment of obligatory works is not proper~ 
the abandonment thereof through delusion is the result 
of the quality of tamas. 

These works are not obliptory on those who seek for lihera­
don, a.c<:ordUlg to the doctrine of the SAnkhya philosophers. Upon 

t ~ It belDISII." the,.., be,ng thIS dJ(eteDC. 01 opinIon . 
• "G'YIIIJr liP" doe, nO! Inclllde the '''premo .... ,&"'ulon of the 'pintaall, 

Uk.u.ated, but u pnc;tIsed. by thOle !lOt IUIl.llll ..... ted. I, lI.."e "perlectl1 dec;land." 
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all men under it the BrAhmanicallaw imposes certain dutie. without 
reference to any .6uch llpecial occasions as tbe birth of a son, etc. 

8. Whoso gives up these works through fear of 
bodily trouble, thmking they are pamful, the giver·up, 
impelled by the qualIty of rajas, does not gam the fruIt 

of renunciatIOn.} 
No man does nght who gIves up the unmistakable duties or 

life, resung on dIvine o;ommand, exceptllig when, through reahza­
tlon of Identity WIth the Velty. thes~ dutIes naturally become 
impossIble of fulfilment. 

9. 0 Arjuna, when obbgatory works arc performed 
with the thought" They ought to be done," and aban­

domng attachment and result, - that gwing up is con­
sidered to be of the quality of sattva. 

He who performs duties thmklflg th.lt If they are not performed 
some eVIl will come to hIm, or that the lT performance Will remove 
dIfficultIes from hIS path, works (or re ~ult Duties should simply 
be done because commanded by God, who may at any moment 
command thelT abandonment 

10. The true giver.up , fl1ll of sattva quality,~ spiritually 
wise,S and WIth doubts cut asunder,' hates not unfavor­

able works,6 nor is attached to favorable works.6 

11. 1t is not pOSSible for an embodted creature com­
pletely to abandon act IOn. He who gives up the fruit 

of action is called a giver-up.l 

I "Fhnt of u:nu~e, .. t'n~," ... h,eh IS ... Ini,en On th~ eontrary, th~ kind 
of lI,y\nIlIlP bn~g. on Slifferlll!;:, o...,ng 10 do,run.>.I,on by ,,",",on ... 

I ~ S>.ttva q .... hly" fit~ one for splntual ,llun'm~tJon 
• "SpirItually w,se," ;u'ld theTefo", .. 1 reo-I In Ihe Tubul,O" of • .untlt)' WIth 

'lit!: Delty 
• "Doubts cu, a5under," thl ,", blse knowledge exll"gll,slled by tru~ 

kIIowledge 
• .. Unfavorable .. orks," 'hat II. unfavorable to the ..ttalnl'l\ent of hbentLOII, 

IlIcb U forbidden .. ork" or Ihooe ... h,eb IInl y Iud to "".....,IU) benefit. 
• "Nor I. .. works ," Ih.at I', hu no spec,al plu.ure In them. performl 

lh1!frlI1lyo)lInb.rlJy, .. ,t~ ol1l thought. I~ the '.me .... y U h. brcooth.., 
T ,. A. II'y .. -up ," that ", .n .. oeconduy m .. nner, ... 1M all • IIl&II ,11 that COD-

.... ~bo. 
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He who, by leading the liCe of ... orb, renouncing egotism and 
expectation of personal benefit, become!! sufficiently pure to abolish 
from his mind every impuhc towards activity through the realh:a­
lIOn of the Olbsolute lodependence of the Ego, rcsts in the .. city of 
nine gates, neither working "or c.;aUSlng work to be done " (Chap. V • 
.,., 221). But to an "embodlcd creature," In whom the false idea 
Ihat the body is the ego 15 still entertained, this is not possible. 
He is therefore commanded to perform his scriptural dul les. moral 
and religiOUS, as ;uJ. " unprofitable servant," in order to attain the 
lalvatlOn descnbed in Chapter V. v :n. 

The connection of the ,lluminated sage with file body which is 
taIled h15 is of DO personal u~e to him It IS cntirely (or the good 
of the world. 

12. The three kinds of result of action,! desirable, 
undesirable and mixed. come aftcr death to those who 
do not practt!le renunciation j but never to those who 
practise supreme renunciation.:!. 

In the ne~ five verses the reasons are given which makcs com· 
plete renunciation possible for the i!Iunllnated only. The sage has 
realized that the Ego never acts, and knows that all acts are done 
by the fh'e agent. now to be enumerated, which are brought into 
e:dltence by the illusive identification of the Ego wltb objects. 
Thot;e who accept tbele agents as the Ego art naturally unable to 
free the mind from all impulse to actlon. 

13. Learn from me, 0 thou of mighty arms, these 
five, the agents for the performance of all actions 
and declared in the VedAnta,' which extinguishes all 
action.· 

1 .. Attion;" mtntal, .erb>J, and. bodily. 
t "Su~ TeD-Unclatlon , " .. deSC<lbtd In Chllpter V. "erie u. He _100 

IIImp\), reJ1011n_ fnlll of actlOl1 gndUllUy attain. thl. condition 
• V_'O/J", "'In~ take thu to mean Sbkh)'l pl"laoophlcal Ireatltel. Th 

V~ta COTIlI.b of the Up\ollhad. , the Bhap.ad Gltt, and the Brahrnl SGb'Q. 
No ta.cbl11l. lIot foandeoi Of! Ih<!Oe, 12.11 be authoritdl~t far the folknrlln at lhir _t 

' ''2.xllnpIsMs.1I actlOlli" b«:;o.UIe .plritul laoo_Jalce tomprehcack III 
KUca (CUp. IV ••• 13)' 
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14- The body,! the actor,2 the differc=nt instruments,' 
the various and separate efforts,4 and fifth, the supportmg 
divimtJes.6 

IS. \Vhatever act a man performs with the body, 
speech, or mind,6 whether lawful or the opposlte,7 these 
five are the causes thereof. 

16. ThIS being so, whoso perceives the Self, which is 
unique, as the agent, he, of perverted heart,S does not 
perceive by reason of unpunfied understandmg.~ 

17. He, in whom there is no consciousness of egotism,lG 
and in whom buddhi docs not adhere II to anything,­
he, even though slaying all these worlds, docs not slay, 
nor is bound. 

The Blessed Lorn in the beginning says, "This neither slays 
nor is slam" (Chap II v. 19), for the reason that" it never is 

1 "The body ~ .. the locatIon of de"ro. hklllg, ~lId ......... Jell. 
• "The actor ," egotIsm. o. the ahankln. 
I "The dlffe.ent .nstr"'nen"." Iw.l~. In number, namely, five po .. us of 

KII .... tJOD. five of ~cllon , and the powe ... of rdlt'CtJon and de'el''''''lIat,QJJ 
• "Varlot1l .nd sel'ar:>.t.. o!fon •• " wh"h lie the Tlb.1 powers, u.ually called 

Hfe-breaths They u e d,VIded into fiv • • accordIng tu the d,fferooc. of the'r func-
110111,_ dlg6 tlOg, circulating vitalIty through the body, lnsptnng and upmng-. 
and caus.ng upward current. to the head 

, •• Supporting dJ~mJlles," that Is, the Internal and .:demal insmunelli' 
tonlldered as conK,O'" 'o."n", 

• "llody, .peecb or mJnd," lb. clo.,,/iauOll here ...,f .... tD th. dlffennl waY' 
in whICh the results of actlon.an u.petumocd, alld dots not conl:ad«:t \he above 
alllmeralion of the fin agent. 

T "La.wful or the appool!e , " th6elndude the function. of the body tleQuK 
rood or bad health II caused by prior d~, good Or bad 

I " Perverted heart," that IJ, a .... tun which binds one tD the wheel of 
t1!peated btrths and death' 

• "Unpunfied andersUnd,nll ," not "'fined by the In.tnlcllnrls of the Strip" 
lur"" rehglQu, teachers, and ph'k''''phers Th...e .. ho beheve ,n doctrine> Ihat 
Imply the actorshlp of III. true Ego aro Included II'! IhlS da.", beQ..- ncb cIoc­
tm>ea are 1I0t IlIUM for th"'" of pun/ied underst&ndlll,. 

11 "ConllQousnesa of egotllm," that ", real, .... that u .... tIa!1y the Eta III 
lndependtat of the I"""erl of aet,on, WIU, an d CO(l>\Uon 

U "III whom bwldhl doer. not adhere," r .. halng- the true character of the Ego, 
d".,. 1101 feel "I have done thll, and III conUCjuent!: will have to 1:0 10 hell .... 
• uffer In lOme other _y" Tho. e who ha.e reahaed IdenUly w,th Ihe Deily In 
aIM MIl .. In wh.lcb It Is Ill1duttood In the VldiDta, lIamely, Idenllt1o! .ul and 
u¥ WIth God, In con""qllenee of partICIpation In DlvLlle nature,:are beJOlLoi. all 
..-. MKI the talpoDllbtUiy o£ thclr.cta belong. '" the Ddty, wl>o II abIoIu~ 
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born," etc. (Chap. II. v. 20). Therer~e bow can he .. kill Of 

cause to be killed" 1 
Thr. ha5 been repeated again and again, and is here finally 

.ummed up. Everyone 15 liable 10 be vI!>ited by tbe three classes 
of the results of .... LLon, except thc man of true renUIlCloltlon, from 
whom all actions have fallen off Th!!., the revered commentator 
laYs, II ;ili.o the truth taught in a!lthe Vedas. 

18. Knowledge ,1 the object known, and the knower I 
are the three varieties of causes exciting action; 8 the 
actor, the object, and the instrument are the threefold 
basis of action.4 

19, From differences in respect to the qualities,e knowl­
t'rlge, action, and d.lso actor are said to be of three kinds 
in t~e philosophy of Kapila; e listen to them, properlyl 
expounded. 

The three kinds of knowledge are ned dec1aud. 

20 Know that knowledge B as belonging to sattva, by 
which is perceived the one exhaustless essence, undls· 
tributed,1I though in distributed bodlcs. 

I "KDO",ledge" Is lhal by "'hJcb.o.4 Itl of ~!II<NI Wce$ place; the broadl!lt 
mltnl"'otIl of ~lI1on. 

I "The kno .. er ," thai I., the Ego o.ppcarlng ;u ,"cb by the roY'ter\Olll powff 
of fllse kno .. ledge 

• "Causes nc.tlng actoon," that II, a COIt",t.on of lou or galD II foUo .. ed b, 
1M opentkm of tbt /ive ulUt.lnd not of the Ego (Chap. V v 14). 11,,~n the 
acII produced are of three ]dnds, a«otdw, to .. h~thu ther 1Dhere: ID the bod,., 
lpeech, or mind 

4 "Bul. of act.""' , " that I", that .. h, eh e""u.In~ a .. ad\otl f or In$u.nce, no 
act\ofl ca.n Ullt I:I<Ctpt II a C£f"tlln relal,on ~t .. een tht actor and Ihe object and 
!:he '!I~tt·"ment uocd by the aClor In gram","-. , the ba .. 1 of achon IS fonned b,. 
the no""lnaUyt, Itt'l1Sallvt,l.IId InttnuncnuJ cases, the other cu.tI att Dot dutctl, 
related to the lCtl()ll 

, "Quallhes," Ihe three qll<lbUes. 
• K .. ,., .. , the author of the 5.\t>khya pbIl0s0ph,. 
, "Properl,.," thai '''' In a«>ord .. Ith reuon I.IId lo!horlt)'. Altbouch In. 

stn'dlya phIlosophy l~ 001 to be follo .. ed 10 rqan:l to tht belDe of God, It" aor 
tholntatl.,., In rep.d to the preseat lubJet'l 

• ~ That kn_I~" wherebJ the .den"'!J bmretO the Er;o .... d !be De.ty II ....... 
• .. UlIdlItrfbated;" that ,., thoa,b ~ &r1I differeD!, lhD"Ili bal _ E,p 

JIIIIecCId Ia do-. all. 
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2[. Know that knowledge to belong to rajas whereby 
different egos of dIfferent descriptions are perceived in 
aU the vanous creatures. 

22. But that worthless knowledge which, unreasonably, 
without spiritual insight. perceIVes 1 the totality as at­
tached to some one form. i~ of tamas. 

The three kinds of action are next defined 

23. That action is said to belong to sattva which is 
obligatory,' not done wIth attachment 8 or from liking or 
aversion, by one who desIres not itc; fruit. 

24. That action is said to be of rajas which is done 
by one desiring its fruit. or again, in pride, and which 
involves great trouble in its performance. 

25. Without regard to consequences, loss, injury, and 
one's own capacity. whatever action is begun in delusIon 
is of tamas. 

The three Idnd!: of agents are next descnbed. 

1!'6. An agent who is devOId of personal interest, not 
:5elf.assertive,4 possessed of zeal and perseverance, un­
dIsturbed by succes!> or failure, is said to be of sattva. 

27. The agent who is attached, desirous of fruit of 
action, covetous, harmful to others, unclean, full of re­
joicing and grieving. is declared to be of rajas. 

28 The agent who is hccdlec;s. dull, unbending, de­
ceptive, preventing others from gaming a livelihood, 

I ~ Ptrtehes," etc • Ihal >I. ~alnly lma"na God 10 dwdlln anyont fllnll, III. 
the..,.y He d"ells In the ... hole unl"e~. nit" tilt VIe" of aU Idolaten who 
leltel _t JptQaI object ,.. God. Sud> btheh ~ wantmi alike III l"IUOo and 
Iplnlual ,nol,hl 

S .. ObIlrato'1'." that 11,lI1Ieh actlonl :os are not prtocrlbed for u.t lpecial 
purpose, - glfta, penamce, and »Cl'lfice (~. 3) 

I .. At12chJaent," that '" l elf-Weollfical.lo"w!th " threugh the f_IIn&: trf bolIo, 
the ICtorj tbIJ power to do It II really 01 God, whe cal> r~¥e It wuwIYer H. --, .. Self~e; ~ that 1I, doeI !lOt .~ abellt hb own sbr.ni IA the nrII. 
Chuity .. Nebch DOt hOI" OWl! " 

'7 
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lazy, desponding, and procrastinating, is said to be of 
tamas. 

The three kinds of agent include the three kinds of knower; 
act ion includes what Is to be known, and buddbi simLiady Includes 
the inatnunents. 

29. Li'lten to the differences of buddhi, as well as of 
the recuperative powers,1 which are of three kinds by 
reason of the qualities, and which are being exhaustively 
and discriminatively declared, 0 Dhananjaya. 

30. The buddhi,' that knows initiation and renuncia· 
tion, also what ought and what ought not to be done, 
and what is to be feared and what not, also bondage 
and liberation, is of sattva. 

31. That buddhi. 0 son of Prith~, is of rajas, whereby 
are imperfectly known what is nghteous and what un­
righteous, and also what is to be done and what not to 
be done. 

32. That buddhi which, wrapped up in gloom, makes 
unrighteousness appear as righteous, and al1 things 
the Opposite of what they arc, is of tamas, 0 son of 
Prith!. 

33. That recuperative power which through fixity of 
mind becomes unwavering. and by which the action of 
the mind, vital powers, and senses are kept in control, 
is, 0 son of Prith~, of sattva. 

34. That recuperative power whereby moral excel­
lence, enjoyment. and desires are upheld! in a man 
desiring fruit of action, is of rajas, 0 son of Frith!. 

35. That recuperative power by reaso n of which a 
man of impure understanding does not give up drowsi· 

) "Ihnpenthe Jl'C"'fn" \lId...te. ponrt .... nce, patience, and eDdu...-. 
• Bo.ddlu. Th~ function. of tIm f~!ty arc to «lye lmow"e &lid ~ 

a ....... 
I ~ \lplMld;" by 1*lI ... h .... I. pen:elm .. 4el1rabIa. 
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ness, fear, grief, internal and external lassitude, and 
vanity, is determined to be of tamas. 

The agent and instrument have been dQCTlbed; the reault w 
DOW declared 

36. Now hear from me, 0 best of Bharata's sons, the 
three kinds of happinc~s, m which enjoyment comes 
through repetition and in which pain comes to an end. 

37. That happmess which is !Ike poison in the be­
ginning, and m the end is lik\! nectar, and is produced 
by the transparency of th\! understanding l directed 
towards the Spirit, is said to be of sattva. 

38. The happin ess that is consequent upon the con~ 
tact of sense with objects, is in the beginning like nectar 
and in the end IS like poison,:l and is known as of rajas. 

39 That happiness whJch in the beglnning and end 
is delusive to the embodied ego, ansing from sleep, 
indolence, and heedlessness, is saId to he of tamas. 

40. No such creature a is there on earth, or among 
the gods in heaven, who is free from these three nature~ 
horn qualities, 

Dy the ducriptions of the agent, action, and in!ltrument, and the 
resulu gained. as influenced by the three qua.lities, It haa been 
IIbown that the real enemy i~ lhe !Ilusive power embodying the three 
qua.lItles Sl11ct Ihll power is the stuff oC wh1ch the tntlte unlveTM 
b the varied mamfestatJon, nothing In the universe - agent, action, 
Instrument, or result - can destroy it, any more than fire can extin. 
lUish fire. 

Therefore it is said that /;alvatlon i!l not obtained by much learn­
ing nor many acts, but by a new consciousness unhmitc.d by th. 

1 "TratIspa.etlC)' of the undn.bndlng. ~ th.t 's, the punfled undentandlng,or 
heart, beam>e. tnnsparent to the blht of the Spuit. 

J "Is like po,\(jn," br cauSIng Io3s of strenglb. TeputatlOll, h .... lth .~d 'fl,or, 
~eat, tnQ>Of)', ."d mu,r. 5el\JUOU5 pltuu!U ue undel1n.ble 1« thlI -... Cnature P III;]udei planb, ... d b, Ii> fKt, eq.Ulqkp, to"~" 
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power of illusiun, Ind showing illusion to be i!luIIOII. This is tM 
dettruction of illusion, for to show an error to be an error il to 
destroy it. Everything In the universe IS error, and knowledge iI 
that which reveals the true nature of the universe to be a gigantic 
error. No one attains eternal hfe except through this knowledge, 
faith, or new conSCIOusneSS, and this knowledge never dawns until 
the tree of false knowledge, delcnbed In the opening of Chapter 
xv., is cut down by the firm sword of dIspaSSIon. This, says the 
revered commentator, is the teaching of all the Vedas and other 
Scriptures, and, it may be added, of all religions. 

Dispassion i, tlClremel) difficult of attainment. It does Dot 
consist in Simply suppressing the outward activity of the body, but 
in complete unconsciousness of any impulse of the mind or body 
colored by the feehoJi/; that the~e impulses are from withlD, or that 
they ::houlJ VI should not be ~uppressed. It is foolishness lor a 
man to imagme that by a part!cul:u course of action he can be freed 
from personahty. Such a thought IS the most powerful manure fot 
alul(unant growth of the upas·tree A personal man can only be. 
come Impersonal through what is very rightly called a supern:ltural 
means, or an act of grace generatiog a £.l!th in tbat wbicb is absolute 
and beyond the reach of mind and sense 

To escape from personality, and consequently from suffering, a 
man must look for an expedIent which IS l.>eyond experience. In 
fact, he must accept a mystery. So long as thiS fa,th is wanting 
there IS no hope for salvatlon Dut when thiS faith is obtalOed, 
one of two eqUollly good results will follow; either a complete aban­
donment of the world, or else remaining In 11 and working as an 
unprofitable servant carrying out the commands of a master wbose 
WIll is not subject to question or full comprehen~ IOIi. 

Let no one think ullder these drcumstanres to enlarge one', 
dutie. and fe.ponslbiliues in life by one's own Initiallon, bul simpl, 
to keep the divine commandment5; not even attempting to do 
.ornething not commanded, thinking that it would be acceptable 
to tbe Master For nothing is acceptable to HIm but perfect 
re.,gnation to Hi, will, under the conviction that he is the Master, 
even I'){ tbose wbo do not consciously suumll to His will 

This resignation cannot be an act which brings about a new 
relation between the Master and HIS servant, but is the recogtlitloll 
of a lact .. blch always exists. With Ihlll m view the diVine C011l' 
IO&D<imelll.!l to the Brlhmaniul people are next declared. TIM 
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daties pertaining to their sflltem of castes are divine command. i 
III other words, a dec!;l.ratlOn of the lateot posslbilitles of the 
loul "'hich could not have been otherwise discovered. These 
commands must be obeyed "'hhout que~tlOning. always recogniring 
the fact that the potll'er for performing these duties does not belong 
to the performer who gams no specIal ment, because theY;l.re 10-

tended for hIS own SPlTllual well-bemg and for no other purpose. 

41. The duties of Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas. 
and also 1 of c;o.dras are diVided into classes by the 
qualities ari sing from nature.a 

42. Internal and external self-control, purity, forgive­
ness, rectttude, learmng, spintual perceptIOn, and faith 
are the nature-born dutIes of Brahmans 

43 Heroism, VIgor, patIent endurance, presence o( 
mind, not turning back in battle, liberality, lordlsness, 
are the nature-born dutIes of Kshatriyas. 

44. Agriculture. breeding of cattl e, and commerce 
are the nature-born dutte!'l of Vaisyas; and of <;o.dras 
the nature-born duty IS that of which the essence is to 
serve. 

Men are said 10 be the body of the Crt alOr, and the various 
castes are His dIfferent limbs. As each member of tht body has 
115 peculiar funct Ion, so are there appropriate dutIes for each of the 
lour castes. The conceptIon of the caste system in the Theocratic 
Brlhmamca1 Law is paralleled by the Christian idea that the 
Church ia the Body of Christ. It would be very instructive to com­
pare the dicfa of the Sacred Law of the Brahmans on caste with the 
parable of the vine, and WIth the utteraoces of Saint Paul in Romani 
xli. 4~. and I Cor. xii. 

t .. And a.1so" IlillteDdcd to .hDW th .. t only the finl three cutu Ire eabllecl 
to Itudy the Vtdas. 

1 ~ Quanti.,. artlhll fmm n .. tu,e, ~ " .... ture" II tht po_ of tlie Deity coa­.... tuI, of the three qlalitin; othe ...... Je It ma1 be taken to mean th.e tendtDo;ieo 
fOOe'lltllIJln birth III the dll'Fc,ent calta The lCr'ptural commandJ ,eLatlll1 tg 

the dill....,t cut. in founded upan the doffereno;e of Inherent tendende. 1/1 
".aUtlet. 
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45. Men devoted to their own proper duties attain 
full perfection. Listen how they attain perfection by 
devotion to their own duties. 

The usual teaching is that those who perform their caste dutieti 
properly obtain celestial enjoyment after death and are then born 
In a counlry inhabIted by religious men, in a wonhy caste aDd 
family, full of intelligence. i,;nowledge, wealth, etc. But here it is 
..... that by the nghl performance of caste duties men attain 
~tion. Not only Brthmans, but all others, when purified by 
the right performance of their duties, afe titted for the reception 
of spiritual knowledge, which is salva tIon. 

46. Worshipping by the performance of one's duties 
Him I from whom is the endeavor of men,' by whom 
all this is pervaded, a man attains perfection.3 

47. Better are one's own proper duties, though devoid 
or merit, than the duties of another," even though well 
perrormed. Performing acts in obedience to nature, a 
man does not incur sin.6 

48. Nature·born dutics,e even though stained with 
faults, must not be abandoned.i All acts are wrapped 
up in faults as fire is by smoke. 

I .. Wonh'pp.ng." dt ,thai IS, lhe mterlor ' pml of deYOtion and ",U"WTellder 
110 God IIU.kcs the performan<£ ol the ordlnuy d~I'tS of life act. of .. onhlp. 

I "From whom II the ende&vor ol lAetI," t~1 It, He .. ho, dwelll"lio. each 
buman heart, .npgos 11 In IlCtlCn and regu late! ,t!. tau .... 

• .. Pufec:Uon" does ,II()! here mOn l!benlion, bolt the titneu to become .. 
_ of tNe renUllctat./on IUId devoud to the aoqwmnepl oj spiritual kIl()wledge 
.. illtb brill,. liberaUon. 

4 .. o..u. ul azwthu;" btcauae a WII, b rl,ht 10. 1M abstna It 00. 1101 
become rl(ht fO\' every one to do II 

• .. A _ oloQ 1101 Incur lin;" :aa an In.eel born In a mau of J>O'_ doe. 1101 
die froID th&t POII<>ll, 10' ma.a ,..h() does h" duty <WeI 1I()llntut .1n,",en If u..-
cWt1ea 1II.0Iy. act ... Mdt ~ baldul to athe ... . 

• ~ N.tu~born dullos," "'" the duties to ... lucb a maa " borD La cont.eq~ 
at pi'HJ<lItl"l' tendatde,. 

1 " MUl t DO! be abandon~," It I. possible tM th<llle, who hue realiud ttoa 
E,o. and Ira"", that It IIlmmortal ud therd", ... naffecto::i by lUlie, to be act>onleu. 
&1 tboH .. hole Impilise to acU<>o bas n()\ been '_Oyed by lpu1tu.i klIo .. led,!ra 
-'>ou1cl perf_ their IQtuAl dlll! .. ; otllcnrloe t!ley inf .. oe new y,tallty Into tAN 
I.~=""" Pld thus ~ tIw da!nd. _. rwul,. tbor.u.atloa.ol *1M &rill 
Jr.co. wbkb u 1IdIQa .... 
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49. He whose buddhi is everywhere unattached, who 
Is victorious over his heart and devoid of desire, ob.­
tains through renunciation the perfection which is action~ 
Jessness. 

The greatest rtllult whicb call corne from action iii independence 
ofaClioll 

So. Hear from me, in brief, the way in whiclythe 
Supreme Spirit is attained after obtaining freedom.from 
all action. This is the ultimat<! end of the application 
to the pursuit of knowledge. 

The path to the supreme gtlaJ is IIOW descnbfJd. 

$1. Possessed of pure 1 budd hi, control1ing the self' 
with patience,S abandoning a1l objects, beginning with 
sound;' and also giving up attachment and aversion, 

52. Dwelling in secluded spots, eating little,~ regulated 
jn speech, body, and mind, engaged in concentrated 
contemplation,' and joined to unwavering detachment 
from all objects.7 

$3. He who, abandoning egoti<;m, strength, vanity,' 
desire, anger, acceptance,9 is in peace and deVOId of the 

I "Pllre," that '5. free fro"" the ,de.. of .. ,thm and .. lthoul; Buddl .. u mllu,. 
.,c:ed by tht <tllaiitr of ... Itn ( .. Jg). 

I "The sell" meons Ihe body, .enles, and monbl bcull,c .. 
• "Pat,e~e,":u )Dtlu ... ce~ by the quality of sath'a (v 33).. 
, "Beglnn,n, .,>th lIOund," that to, the objects of the 5mSfS, Such. dildo 

pie abandon. '""lIT}'thlng ngl absolll!ely 1Ieceu>.1'}' fot the IUpport of the body, and 
,nil fot lhal hal nelthu .ttach",ent nor a~en,on. 

, "U,ht hl food," and thuefo.e free frmn dro ... tnl!ls, heedl<!o .... eu, ;\lid 
141 .. -. u..-ell ... htllthf .. l in bodr, mmd, ..... d speooch. 

• "Concentrat.td conlemplatlo.a," that ii, the thlnlun, pnnclp1e It _t aft .. 
bdII, tumed toward. the Splrl!.. 

, .. Detac:hmetl! trom aU obJects," Includlllg c.',~lne wonh\p throurh body, 
1D11ld, or ipeteb, wh'eh intene.., w,th unbroken contemplat,on. 

• "Vanity;" Ihe elIIOhon .. h,ch ... «eed. the fHhng 01 u.u.bct,oll .. !til any­
tblDg,and. Iud. totbe vlolal!on of the 11."'01 rl,htOOlWleu "From beln, pleased 
• _ bt.eomn aatisfied, III.:! u.hsf.cuon la.dJ 10 the <'loblloll of Iile nghteou. 
... (Ol'omlllr hllll," sar-. lUTed au thority. 

, .. D.-Ire, all, .... acc:eptalIce." through perfect purlty of .... ture Ihe A r e &. 
_ tal that he ac:cepta tIIythlng, e .... 11>.t .. hICh II neeeMat)' to IIWlltalzl WIll 
t.t "" do.. IIOt realIt the q,atllnl .. crkmp of the bodJ. 
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feeling of possession,l is worthy to be the Supreme 
Spirit.s 

54. Attaining the Supreme Spirit, he. having his 
nature perfel.tly purifieu. neither grieves nor desires. but 
equal towards all creatures 3 attains supreme devotion t 
to Me. 

55. By devotion he knows Me, how' and what I am 
in reality; 6 then? having known me in truth, after that 
he enters into Me. 

56. He who is always the performer, even of all 
actions, depending upon Me,8 attains through my favor' 
thf" ('tern:!.l, exhaustless scat . 

. 57. Having placed all action in Me, through power 
of discrimination, and regarding Me as the supreme 
goal, and also taking resort in firm faith, be always with 
heart fixed in Me. tO 

58. Havmg thy heart fixed in me, thou shalt cross 
over all troubles by my favor; but agaln, if from pride 
thou hstenest not to Me, thou shalt perish. 

1 "Devo,d of the f~hn, (If po:n esslon ," even ,n rt!pd to hfe and person 
, "11 worthy to be th Supreme ~Plrlt," mQnlng that tbe real,utlo" of 

leIenUtJ with the Suprt!me Sp,ut tak"" plo,ce a.t thIS . tage. 
, "Equal towards all cr ... turc~," that IS, perce,vet the anef and JOY of ,II 

cra.tures by compMiSOTl wllh h,s oWn 
• "Supreme duotwn j" that II, true kno .. ledge of the Oe,ty. (So!. Chap. 

VII. v It) 
• "Ho .. ," that II, appcarllll ........ ed by being refi.cted III Wfie.r .... t obJcct!. ... ...... 
• U What r am In rt!aIUy, ~ attrlbpteleu cOll.clo~all"" 
, "Then.~ Thl, d<K!S not silo .. thai after the Supreme S",rlt Is bow:a tn. 

final COElIUlllmat,oll comes; for the kno .. ledge of the Supreme SPDlI II NIn'lna. 
Ead! Me kno ... tile Suprt!me SPlllt ao hl",,,,lf, '"", although the SUp""lI'le Splr11 
1.0 one, and N, .. vtna al ... one, yet, as each one ... ho attalnl Nlrvtna rwlZCI th" 
SllfII'ean Spirit .. hlmseU, each one IS .boolute 

I "~pe!ldlnr llpon M.," Ihat U, fully COlIVIII~ that God I. the Ego \Q 
lilia, ud thert!!or. not .... hUlg for r.ward 

• .. Through III)' favor j" the bo .. ledg. that lets roarl free Is not attallleci by 
III)' ~, It I. a gift of dniDo '"'"' Salvalloa, 00' Nlnlna, canpol be pl....t 
Ihrou.gI> .dlOl'l. 

» .. Heart fiud In Jole." do not tllm to an)' other 1OUl'~ for beIp. Put)'Olll 
trut In H, .. ~vm thou,h He ohould aQ)'. 
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S9. If resting on egotism thou thinkest .. I shall not 
fight," vain Indeed is thy determination; thy nature 
shall engage thee in it. 

All men a.re under the domination of God j some know this,­
others do not 

60. Tied to thy natural tendencies 1 by what has gone 
before,' thou shalt, powerless to resist, do that which 
thou, through delusion, wlshe~t not to do. 

61. The Lord, 0 white-souled one, seated in the heart 
of all creatures, by His IllusIVe power revolves all crea­
tures, who are as though mounted on a machine. 

62. Take sanctuary with Him, 0 Bharata's son, with 
all thy soul; S by His favo r thou shalt find supreme 
peace,· as well as the eternal abode. 

This verse is Intended to deny fatahsm Although God is the 
performer of all action, yet each man feel~ that he has a free WIll ; 
and unless the free W!1I IS freely reSigned to the Will of God, the 
ceaseless assertion of It WIll continue . Consequently, no peace 
can come to such a man. All that IS necessary for salVllt!on is 
spoken in the one word" obey." 

63. This knowledge,' the most mysterious of myste­
ries, has by Me been thus declared unto thee, consider­
ing this in its entirety, act according to thy will.' 

For tbe benefit of those not able carefully to consider the pro­
found doctrines set forth in the Dhagavad Git!, the Blessed Lord 
HImself sums up its teaching. 

1 "Thy natan.1 t~ndtn""," th o. nfe,., te th~ warlike chan.cter of Arjuu 
t "Gone before," that IS, all past Karma, - a\; c;:I.UKI of every klnctleadmg 

to the ptffent . ,tuahon 
• "WIth aU thy 00<11," In mind, body, and IJlHCh. 
• "FInd supreme peace," thJ.O /avor Ia , t. unt,1 dlVlne knewled,e IlnIeS. 

• • ThIS knowledge" '" the Bhlgavad GIt1 
• " According to thy w,n." that 15, "dept the path of bowlalr. or tbl.t 01 

adIoIJ, u __ ri&ht IIJ thy light. 
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64. Listen again to my supreme words which ate the 
most mysterious of all, thou art ever beloved of Me, 
therefore 1 am declaring what is thy welfare,l 

65. Be with lhy mind fixed in Me. be my devotee, be 
my worshipper, bow down to Me,~ and thou shalt come 
even to Me j this I venly swear unto thee; thou art 
beloved of Me. 

66. Abandoning all acts, take sanctuary with Me alone. 
1 shall liberate theca from all 51OS; do thou not grieve. 

When the heart has been purified by {ollowing the precepts in 
verse 65, then abandon all acts, knowing that there is none else 
but God Thi, is the tuchlOg oC all Scriptures So long .:IS the 
restlessness of our nature is not reduced to tranquIlhty "'e must 
work, coDsecutiog to the Deity all the fruit of our actIon, and 
attribute to Him the power to perform works rightly. This!s not, 
however, an Irl}Unctlon, but a restnctlOn. 

The true hfe of man IS rest III Ident!ty with the Supreme Spirit. 
This life IS not brought Into eXistence by any act of ours; It is a 
reality, the truth, and 15 altogether Independent of us. The realiza· 
tion of the non-existence of aU that seems to be opposed to this 
truth is a new consciousness, and not an act. Man's hberation 
is in no way related to hIS acts. In so far as acts promote the 
realita-tion of our uner inability to emanCIpate ourselves from cond!· 
tiOlied e:Elltence, they are of use, after th,s 15 realized actl become 
obstacles rather than helps. Those who work in obedience to DI­
vine commands, knowing that the power thus to work Is a gift of 
God, and no part of man's se!f-conscious nature, attain to freedom 
from the nted for act Lon. Then the pure he.ut is filled by the truth, 
and IdentLty WIth the Deity ilt perceIved 

"Knowing HIm alone one goes beyond death; there is no other 
path for gOIng," says the sacred text Another te:Et completes thIS 
declaration' "When men shan fold up space as though It wefe 
• piece of lien, then OlIly will f;uffermlj: cod without knOWing the 

I .. Thy .... 1£_, R that II, the lu.o.lnTMnt of ,"preme tnlth 
t .. Bow down to Me;" Wt ... Iwnodet 10 Me thy goal &lid the 111l:&1l.I tho-. 

_pla,st for lis Ittammellt 
• I< I Ihall Ilben.t. tlooe M by the •• plcdec.t lamp of ~ (CbIp. :L 

n. -.0. 
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Deity." Tbi. kno'tl'ledge Is the only Immortality; W01b lAd 
action of themselves C&Il In no aen,e liberate man from bis pre.­
ent bondage. 

Then foUow the rules that mUlt be observed in the study of the 
Trutb decb.red by the Blessed Lord.. 

67. This must never be declared by thee to one who 
does not practise mortifications, has no devotion, and is 
unwilling to serve the spiritual instructor; and also, not 
unto one who reviles Me.1 

68. Whoever shall expound this sup reme mystery 3 to 
those who have love for Me,' shall withou t doubt come 
to Me, having obtained supreme love for Me." 

69. Than he, there is among men no better performer 
of what IS dear unto Me, nor shall there ever be on earth 
anyone more beloved of Me. 

70. Also, whoso will study this colloquy between us 
two, which makes for ri ghteousness, by him I shall be 
worshipped by the sacrifice of knowledge; this is my 
mind. 

71. The man who shall listen to it in faith, and with· 
out cavilling, even he, freed from sins, shal1 obtain the 
blessed abodes of those who work righteousness. 

72. Has this been heard by thee, 0 PrithA's son, with 
thy heart one-pointed? Has thy confusion arising from 
ignorance been destroyed, 0 Dhananjaya? 

This verse shows the dUly of the righteous teacher. If one 
Dlethod fall' In Its effect on the pupil, some other mu.t be adopted. 

1 "Renll!$ Me," thInk, Me a v~lonoul man who has pretended to be one 
with God. 

t "This Iltpreme mys!try:" the dlllogue betwee", Knsbna and ArJIt"' .. 
• "Th ........ ho ","ye loye for Me, " th,. .hoWI UQI !1Ie punty 01 devotlOIl to 

Xrbbna, eVQI in the absena: Gf olher qllllt lieatlonl, telld~ the d.evotu fil to 
~"Illosoe dDctrineli . 

• "HariDg obtained . upreme l<)\le fo, He , ~ whoever apollnds thftC doc;tnDW 
.. &II 10M of ~ to the l"rlmna.l TeadIer, VlsllUn, will .. ttabI lIbenlioa 
Uaroup UioIl,vQl. 
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An obedient pupD must Dever be given up limply on accouDt of bi, 
dulnclI3. The quest10n i. asked here In such a manner as not to 
discourage the pupil. 

ARtUNA said: 

73. My delusion is ended, and by me has been attained 
right recollection 1 through thy fdvor, 0 Achyuta ,II I am 
firm,8 free from doubts," and will perform thy bidding. 

SANJAYA said: 

74. Thus I have heard this dialogue between VAsudeva 
and Pritha's son, of great sout; unheard ever before, and 
making the hair stand on t:nd.~ 

75. Through the favor of VyAsa,8 this supreme mys­
tery'1 of yoga 8 has been heard by me; from the lord of 
yoga,i Krishna himself speaking 

76. 0 King, a~ain and agatn remembering this won­
derful and sanctifYing colloquy between Krishna and 
Arjuna, I am again and agam rejoicing. 

77. And also again and agam remembering that won­
derful form of the Lord, my wonder is great, 0 King, 
and I again and ag::tin rejoice. 

1 "Right recoileetto .. ," or thefa'lh th~t the Ero to toIly llldtpetadent of m~t ... 
rial condlt,on. 

, A~"7U( .. 15 Kri shna, "he .. ho neyer falls ,,_ the eternal Lord, the PllInenl 
Toacher. 

• "r alii firm n;" my obed'ef\ce to thee 
• "Free from doubts" as to .. hat 15 right, th~ I. oothlllg rllht th&t I. not 

doDe ,II obe,hence to Oi"'ne command 
I "Hair .tand nn end." throllgh spmtual joy. 
• "Favor of Vy1..... In the Mahlbh1ra1a ,t I, saId that the sage V~ be­

.to ... ed spIritual percepholl on SaDJaya, by whIch he heard tillS dlaIog\1l!. 
~ "Supnme ID)'5U,..,. ," becaus. «lallDi to the s lIpro:me COIIS>UU!llatlOn of 

u1sten~ 

I Y.S"' , the lIberation of the Era (rom all ccmdJtlOlI, WIth .. hich It " ..... 
lI.ecUd through the powu of false kno .. l~ 

, K Lord 01 rop." He by .. hoH fa"or tboK Itnl'UlJ1or Iaolattaa of the ... 
'-ome ,"~uL 
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"s. Wherever is Krishna, the lord or yoga, wherever 
is PrithA's archer-son, there unwavering are Fortune, 
Victory, Increase, and WIsdom of action j this is m1 
mind. . 

Thus ends chapter the eighteenth, called the" RIGHT 

KNowLEDGE OF LIBERATION," in the blessed 
BHAGAVAD GtTA, the sacred lore, the divine wis­
dom, the book of divine ul'ion, the colloquy be~ 
tween the blessed KRI5HNA and ARJUNA, and 
contained in the Bhishma Parvan of the blessed 
MAHABHARATA, which is a collection of one hUDoo 

dred thousand verses by VyASA. 

In reverence and devotion to the teachers of old, ani 
the Primeval Teacher of aU, this Scripture is ended. 



SYNOPSIS. 

By the affliction of sorrow whIch overcomes Arjuna in the begin. 
tling of the Lord's Lay It is shown that the root of all evtl b the fal!oe 
self that hides the real Spirit wIthin man OInd as~erts itself !n the 
vain conceIt of its own suffiCIency and the lust of poss4!ltslon 
The ~pmt of falsehood whIch bays" I have done thIS; th~se are 
mine" IS the enemy to be overcome to attalll th~ eternal !Ife which IS 
the heritage of all human bemgs ThIs IS made clear In the second 
chapter by exposmg the deceItfulness of thIs false self and de­
spoIling It of the pretence of bemg the real Self, whIch IS immortal 
and perfectly pure. It IS al!oo declared there that to realize the true 
nature of the Self IS the attamment of salvatIon But for all but a 
very few thl~ realIzation IS not at once posslbie because of the Im­
pun tIes of human nature that tIe them to the -exterIOr hfe of action. 
Although the highest perfection IS only gradually attainable by a bfe 
of action, yet the forCible repressIOn of tendencies to action Is repre­
hensible. A ltfe of tight action is the means of purifymg the heart 
for the receptIOn of true spiritual consciousness by which the life 
of darkness and eVil, our common human nature, is ended The 
thIrd chapter teaches this, and pomts out that the performance of 
right actIon consists In the fulfilment of duties to God and man, 
accepting duties as the commands gwen by God for the we1l.being 
of man and doing them for the love of God alone, and not for the 
purpose of any personal gain The pecuhar efficacy of the rehgioua 
works resting upon sCrIptural authOrIty IS also declared. 

The fourth chapter discloses the source of the teacher's author­
Ity. He interiorly is the Logo'! who. for the salvatIOn of man· 
kind, from time to time reveals to the world through human forms 
lele~.ed for the purpo5e the path of truth and righteousness. It 
then goes 011 to toath t!-tat when the man of pure heart has seen 
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God he become. invested with tha.t liberty of spirit which makes It 
optiona.l for him to enga.ge In action or abstaIn from tL As all ~r-
1oOna1 delllre becomes UhnbTllished by the sight of God, all the 
lubsequent ilCt!!. of such an one are rea.lly performed by the Divine 
pow;r for the benefit of the world. The relation of morality to the 
SpLntua[ hfe is expounded The \,I.\n of morality are instituted for 
the purpose of gIVIng man the ngh! apprecLatLon oflLfe by the com­
prehen!!.Jon of mactlon and forbJdden and enjoined acts. When in 
tbis nanner the true nature: of the restl eSII human spirit is under­
Itood, all obstacles are removed from the attainment of spirItual 
con~CLOusneSIl by whIch God IS known. This knowledge of God ill 
to be sought after by reverent obedience to those who possess it, 
and by cuilLvallon of {.llth in their words and in the words of the 
::,cflptures The reiallve pololtion in spltLtual culture of right per_ 
form:&nce of action in the world and a.doptLon of a hIe of seclUSIon 
awa.y·from the world is elucIdated In the finh chapter. Without 
reouncLatlOn of personal deSIre no one can perform a.cllon rLghtly, 
a.nd Without nght performa.nce of actIOn no one can attl.ln to 
thorough detachment from tbe: world Thus !.hey form together ooe 
harmonious whole. It IS true that between cClmplete detachmtnt 
and the fist of spLritllalll lumLnahOn In the heut nothIng intervenes; 
yel it is belter not 10 wrench one's self away from the hfe of action, 
but walt patiently for its droppmg off in right time The 81Xt,] 
chapter sets the limit to Ihe life of action by the bIrth within the 
devotee of that parity and dlsra.~sion whLch serve as a barrier whIch 
the world cannot pass At this 5t~ge the devotee becomes fit for 
self-efbcing contemplation of the DiVine Spirit Contt'mplatLon i.s 
attainable th rough dJspa~sioo and lon/::-continued lOVIng annihila_ 
tion of self before God. acceptIng him as the only Self that is 
real. The wk of reachmg th15 stat~ IS beset WIth great difficultiet, 
but they can be conquered by perse~rance and faith. If the final 
consummation of contemplation. namely, the vision of God, is not 
attalOed even at the dose of life, the devotee may rest In the con­
fidence thlt he never ~hall come to an evil end, but that throu:;h 
perseverance success will be finally hl~. 

With the first six chapters concludes the fint topic of the Lord', 
Lay I namely, the real nature of the indmdual .pirit. - whal man 
Rally i.. The immortal Rpiritlll the breast of man i. tbe witnc:'II of 
all that be does and all that he is, and yet the man cannot know it 
becaQe he is alwa}'5 going outwards and not,inward.. Tbe .pint 
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is the Innermost of aU that under any conditions be Cll.US himself. 
It IS his very ownDelS. 

HiVing tbus declared the real nature of the spirit within man to 
be pure conSCiOUsness, lDtorruptlble, :utributeless, and perfect, the 
Blessed Lord begins the declaration of the real nature of the spint 
outside of man What the devotee reaUy is has been sbown~ the 
next tOpiC is, Who is the object of devotion? With the seventh 
chapter ~glns the revelation of the mystery of the being of God. 
As there is nothing higher than thiS In the whole universe, all devo­
tees cannot poSSIbly receive it In the same way, in cODsequence of 
the difference in their spifllual ~tatu The seventh chapter declares 
tl,e mystery .'0 as to enable the m()sl pure and ~plrltual devotees 
to fed after God and recognlI t 111m a5 IdentJcal wi th the true Self 
within them. The SpIri t of God IS ab\olute cOn5ciousne~s; thiS 
is the Supreme DeIty as He 15 In H lms~f. By H ,s mysterious 
wlil He unItes COnSCIOUSDeSS, without causing any alter-ulon III 113 
nature, with the objective whIch is HIS power and no suhstance in 
itself. \Vhoever know~ that the Spint of God liS present in the 
ant IS the same as In the hlghut celesllal bem'! and al~o In Hmlself, 
Is hberated The eighth chapter deddres l'hm as the object (or 
the cODternplatlon of those who through impuTlty of nature are not 
able to find HIm without 10\'mg, all-excludmg contemplallon He 
who wltb all his heart and all his soul and all hI! mind seeks throuj(h 
contemplation to find God, who. though atlnbutcless, is the Spirit 
present In the devotee's own heart, In the sun, in the cause, in the 
effect, and In the mutual relation of cau~e a.nd effect, and is the 
lu~rintendent of hIS acts, altalns to HIm by progress through 
v~rious celestial stlte~. The ninth chapter declares the mystery 
of the Di vine B~lng for the benefit of those who are unable to ap­
proach HIm in either of the before-mentIoned ways The tenth 
cbapter continues the declaratIon begun In the ninth of the omDlpD­
tence of the Deity as mamfuted In nature, human and super­
human. This is mtended for the contemplation of devotees of 
immature spirituality Those who in faith a nd perseverance con­
template the wonderful evidence'l of Divine Almlghtmess given by 
nature, and In a pre·emment degree by godlike beings, may hope 
by the grace of God to know HIm as the Soul of which the univene 
Is collsldered to be the body. In the eleventh chapter Arjuna is 
fa'lOred with the viaion of the Deity in that aspect. The tweUth 
chapter decluea the relative polition of the different dasSel of the 

.8 
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deYOtees. Those who realize that the Drity;' in the nne.t rnUty 
the true Ego aTe His very S~J(. Among the rest, thQ&e 1I'bo lose 
themselves in Him through tbe po"er of an.ab.orbing love OI.re the 
best devoted The chapter doses with commOl.ndmfllts to those 
who~e spirituality IS }o.,~r than .hOl.t has been described, by keep-­
ing these they un by degrees attain to perfect devotion &nd flDd 
GOO. 

The .econd third of the Lord's La.,. terminates the dedan.tion of 
tbe mystery of God's being In HIS real nOl.lure God I' OI.bsolutely 
nnkno"able, and nothing more can be .ald OI.OOl1t it than that It is 
the purest B!tINGNESS, the mystenous essence of Being, the COD-­

,ciousnen. Yet God IS not entirely incomprehenSible when dill· 
gently sought after through HIS works. The whole Unlverse is but 
11 m~.,ifeBlation of HI"! impenal WI!! and can be destroyed by the 
arne will. All laws are rully nnt laws, but the modes In which 
the imperial Will chooses to work That ",1mb i& called cause call. 
produce effect because God Wills it so, and not through any In· 
berent power of Its own God is n()t limited by any cthlc~1 laws, 
it is His eternal lordly pleasure to reward virtue and punish sin. 
He forgives the SinS of thoBe who seek after Him, love Him, and 
work for Him alone. He searches our he.utl by dwellIng in UB, 
and IS our Father, Mother, and Friend. 

Tbe 101.5t SIX chapters of tbe Lord's Lay deal with the relation 
between man and God, by tbe reallEation of whIch immortality il 
attained, and man becomel a "partaker of dIVine nature" (2 Pct. 
I. 4). The thirteenth chapter declares that the Bupremely r~al 

nature of man is thc Spirit of God and nothing else. The con· 
IClousness in man when disconnected With everything eiBe is the 
Jame as the consciousness which I' Ihe Deity; there IS not the least 
difference hi that. The reason why man can be saved i~ because 
he IS al"ays Immortal. But the identity of the real nature of man 
with the Spirit of God is of no practical u.o;e to hIm unless he knows 
It; and this knowledge he can never attain except by the grace of 
God. There is but one Self in the universe,and that is God. The 
OIlC Self dwells in all creatures, not by a change of nature but 
merely by His "ill so to dwell, the true Self is God, and in lIupreme 
reality unkno1l'able and attnbutdess; and the Self as perceived Is 
nothing but the image of that Divine Self which as itllelf cala never 
be ~cell'ed. In iln impure heart the image of God III da~k and 
dbtorted, but In a heart that 11 pvc the image il perfect. on. 



reB LORD'S LAY. 

pMtCptWo. Uuwgb wbicb God i. known ill the 9&y e.lplained, and 
UnlDOrtWty It attained, CUI never uiit in a bemg devoid of the 
virNe' ducribed in tb lS chapter and called knowledge. The MIne 
Dote la beard in the Lord'a Lay as in a Western Scnpture,­
"Behold, the fear o! the Lord, that ts wisdom; ;w.d to depart from 
evil u uaden:taPding" (Job nviil. zg). The identity with God, 
which I. the nlchest spintual hope cOllwlltd it! the Vedu for the 
er1huwu, is nothilit more or less than a participation II!o the real 
I!oa.'~~ oi God a.nd ideMlty with Him in Will a.nd desiin The four­
teenth chapter further elucidates the natlne of thlll Identity. The 
power of God ",orka In three characters usually called q~litiu of 
nature, named mattva, rajas, and ta~!i, - punty, passion, aad dark­
nen. He who attains to Identity vmh God dati nothing of himself, 
but through the DIVIne power. He IS In the perfect form of God. 
The three qualities of nature and their operatIons art descn~d in 
the fourteenth chapter. The state of the devotee who ilI ldentlca1 
With the Deily b descnbed In the succeeding chapter. He ~ees 
all the operations of the DIVine power III Its fulness; the univef'lle 
(:onstltules the apparent bondage of the spint, and ibl liberation is 
achieved by percelv'ng the Spint of God which pervades and ,up­
ports all thinp. He sees how the Spirit of God entef3 into us 
as our spirit and can-ies on the work o[ birth, Me, and death. In 
brief, the whole purpose and deSign of G,>d IS manifest unto the 
glorified spinto Knowing the Supreme SPlTLt as above and beyond 
all thlnp, he makes the most perfect adoration; and a.U labor and 
work for him is ended for ever and ever! The Blessed Lord then 
proceeds to illuminate the path of salvation. There are two path5 
in the world eternally esta.bli~hed by the Inscrutable Wll[ of God,­
the path of salvation and the path of damnation Those who are 
on the former road possess godlike attribut!':s, the rl"Ui~ of the 
Spirit; aDd those upon the latter are possessed by Jiemoniac attri­
bures, the Inuts of the fle~h. KnOWing this, the devotee mLlst nek 
after the first and kill out the latter, which leads to ceueless mu­
tati(\DS in evil and suffenng The Lord ca~ts them into demoniac 
""ombs aud they never come to Him Thf' a.&pirant for God mu. t 
Implicitly follow the authority of the Scriptures. This is the highest 
and purest (orm of faIth. Those not rollowlug the authority of the 
Scriptures, the l eventeenth chapter goes on to uy, can have an 
lr.feriof kind of faith accordin~ to the tendencies of their natures; 
ba.t that faith Ca.D..Dot brin&: them to the only tnle God. According 
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to tbe predominance of one of the three 'qualities In I'IWl, faith, 
allstenties, sacrifice. are of three kUld.. Hut all thingl! dolle In 
faith ill the Supreme God can be: only of ODe kind, namely, pure. 
Faith aanctlfic:s all thing.. In tbe final chaptet the Bleued Lord 
gives a lumm&ry of His teachmgl, and firmly establlshe. the truth 
that the eternal bie is lIot the outcome of man'. acta, but the gdt of 
Hlmlelf made by the Father of All when the heart is punfied by 
right pcriOtfllOlllCe of duties to God and man, In obedience to 
the Scnptures aDd the .pmtua! experience of thOle who have Col· 
lowed them aDd attained to perfection. 

Human nature is one, God IS but one, aDd the path of salvation, 
tbollib many in appearance, is really but one. 



INDEX. 



INDEX. 

ABSOLUTENESS of the Deity, So, 84, 
162, 1<)6, 191, au. 
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freedom from, 65, 263, 266. 
man of, 144. 
phIlosophy of. 46, 47, So, 6", 70, 

256• 
right performance of, 104-

ActIOn-born, 89-
A~vattha, 225, 2.6-
Adlllbhnta, 136, 137. 
Adludalvata, 136. 
Adh,yaJna, '36. 
Adhyitma, 136, 137. 
Ahank!ra, 76, 125, .30. 
Allsa, III, "4. 
Anger, results of, 58, 7,. 
Anumant1, 207. 
ArJuna, 23, 24,25. 

despondency 01, J2. 
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Atm1, or true Ego, 39, 40,41, 42, 207, 

23'· 
Attachment, abandonmg, 51, 55. 

and repulsIOn, 59 
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Attributes, demoniac, 23&. 
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Bhoktt, 207. 
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llrahml, the supreme, 7. 136, 137.247-
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237· 
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Cogmtlve power, 59. 
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Creation, 149, %16. 
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Creator, Brahm4, 218. 
Creatures, onll.ll of, unpercerved, ... 
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Deadly SID, behef ID plurality of gods, 
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Demomac <hspo'luons, 128. 
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DhananJaya, 24, 51 
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DIVIDe mcarnatlon, mystery of, 78. 

power, 148, '58, ,60. 
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Domination of God, 265. 
Doubt. dangerous, 9" 
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229, 254, 256. 
bondage of, 207. 
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Emperor, Absolute, 208. 
Equal·,nghted, 98 
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Eternal,39· 

hfe, 9, 34, 82. 
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EthiCS, highest benefit of, 8+ 
Everlastmg life, 102. 
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persevermg 10, 133. 
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Father, the, 126,136, .04. 
Fire of knowledge, 9" 
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Food, the effect of, 109, 263. 
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personal, 30' 
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sm,79· 
concourse of, 173. 
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HBARtHG Scnptures, 210-
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Holy Ghost, 98. 
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lisPtlty, 113, 123, 189. 
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Ignorance destroyed by fir. of knowl­

edge, 91. 
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129. 
Spiritual, S I, 68, 102. 

illUSIon, 50, 72, 129 
l\Iuslve powef, 128. 
Immortality, 141. 
IncarnatlOD, mystery of c\Jvme, 78, 81, 

'31 • 
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Infinity, 56. 
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Karma, 105, 136, 137, 208 
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Kshatnya, military caste, 43. 44· 
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Logos, the, 12., laS, IJ'o 
Lord of all worlds, 10 •• 
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Rites, Vedlc. IS:&' 
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Sleep, the effect of, 10l). 
Smell, S2c~ed, 127 
Soma, the sacred plant, 231. 

Son of God, 30, 126. 136. 
Speerh, <hadows of, 49 
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~an khya, 209 
what It 1>, 5', 52, JlO, IUl, 114,26& 

Yoke of God, ISS. 
Yuga, '41. 




