


PREF.ACE. 

HUNDREDS of my educated countrymen ., 

travel every yeat in Northern India and visit 

places descnbed in these pages. It is hoped that 

with this little book in their hands they will 

feel a higher pleasure m thelf travels and a keener 

inl.~rest in the pl~ces whlch they ViSIt. 

DAR]E.ELlNG, 1 
oJune, I89.;. r R. C. DUTT. 
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RA~IBLES IN INDIA. 

CHAPTER 1. 

BENARES TO l\L,\THURA, IN 1876. 

FOR a Hindu of Bengal, his first visit to N orlh­
ern India is an important event in his life. AU 

that is heroic in Indian hi:,tory and traditions, 
all that is hrilliant in Sclllscrit literature and poetry, 
all that is sacred in ancient Aryavarta, connect 
themselves with NortllCrll India. Hindu science 
and philosophy have been developed iu this land, 
Hindu poetry has shed 011 it the light of Its 

magic lamp, and Hindu history is recorded on its 
lncient ruins. A visit to Northern India is an edu­
cation which our schools do not impart; it tells 
a history which our text books do not record. 

'The narrow and shaded streets of Bcnares, 

Benares. 
winding between lofty build­
illgS~ lined with quaint old 

temples and shops, thronged L y men and women 
iu various tostume5', and frequented by paiuted 
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mendicants antI sacred bulls, form a ricture whi(,h, 
once seen, is never fOl gotten. As we stroll through 
these narrow and crowded lanes~ we seem to be 
withdravYIl for a 'while from the l'reciucts of modern 
life, and to live once l!1 the past, and anmlst past 
recollectlOlls and past il1cidents! Ancient learn­
ing is still cultivated in the precincts (\f many 
temples, and ancient bymns which were chanted 
by Hindu Aryan settlers in this spot t11011sanJs 
of years ago, are btlll chanteu by stuuents W!1'0 

come from all parts of I ndJa to learn the Vedas, 
and to inherit the inestimable treasure which has 
been handed down to us through untold centuri';:!~. 

Among the numerous temples of ilenares the 

Temples. 
most famous is Visvesva'l'a 
temple with its guilt dome, its 

Ted conical tower 011 one side, and a guilt to~'er 
on the other. The towers and dome were cover­
ed by gold plates by Ranjit Sinha, early in this 
century, and one of the temples of this group was 
built by Ahalya Bai of Inuor in the last century. 
Close to this IS the temple of Annapurna built by the 
Peshwa Baji Rao in 1721. Next to these in im­
portance is the Durga temple constructed in the last 
century by the illustrious Rani of Nattore, an'd 
,numerous monkeys which inhabit the precincts 





DE)Il'ARES TO MAl'Hl'ltA. 

of this temple are fed by pilgrims mid travellers 
who visit the place. Man Mandir is an astrono­
mical observatory, constructed b)T the famous Jar 
Sinha, founder of Jaipur. He built similar observa­
tories also in Delhi and Mathura, Jaipur and Ojein~ 

More impressive perhaps than the temples is 
the line of Ghats which lead 

Ghats. 
down to the sacred river, and 

which are crowded by tens of thousands pilgrims 
and bathers from all parts of India ! These crowd.., 
ed Ghats and the wh01e town of Benares with its 
numerous temples and towers and domes form 
an impressive and picturesque view from the fIver 
which few place" in the world can surpass. 

Dasasvamedha Ghat and Manikarnika Ghat 
are the most famous among the Ghats. Bnhma 
is s'upposed to have performed ten horse sacrifices: 
at the former, and at the latter place Durga is 
supposed to have dropped her ear-ring ;-hcnce 
the names. Thousands of pIlgrims visit these 

'places at all times, and hundreds of thousanus du-
ring' eclipses. Sindia's Ghat was constructed by 
R'liza Bai, widow of Ddulat Rao SlI1dia, and I3hosla 
Ghat by the Raja of Nagpur , ana both these Ghats 
ar.e much frequented by MahratLt ladlCs who visit 
Benares. 
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The modern town of Benares is mO're spaclOtlS' 

Benares College. 
though less interesting than 
the older portions7 and boasts 

-of the fine College7 built in the perpendicular 
Gothic style, where Sanscrit learning 1S still culti­
vated with success. But the glory of BenaTes is 
in its past7 and the visitur t~rns from this modern 
temple of learmng7 and even from the modern tem­
ples and Ghats of J3.enares, to fier past history and 
tradlLions extendll1!.!, through thousands of years. 

For the kmgdom of the Kasis was one of 
those great kingdoms whIch 

The ancient Kasis. _ 
Hindu.Aryan colom~ts tound-

ed in the Gangetic valley, over a thousand years 
before Chnst7 when they marched eastwards from 
the Punjab, and settled in Aryavarta. Three thou­
sand years their goiden wing-s expand over this 
far-t~1.med city, as the Hindu traveller thinks 
of the days when the Kuru~ and the Pan ... 
chaIns Jived on the upper course of the Ganges, 
the Kosalas had an extensive kingdom in Oudh, 
the Videhas ruled in Northern Behar, and the Kasis 
flourished in the site of modern Benares ! Visions 
of ancient civilization rise before his eyes when he 
thinks of Janaka king of the Videhas, and his priest 
Yajnavalkya, the compiler of the \Vhite Yajurveda. 
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And ennobling recollections throng on his mind 
when he thinks of the learned king Ajatasatru, 
who ruled over the Kasis, and preached the reh-

gion of one God, even to 
Ajatasatru &. Balaki. 

learned Brahmans who came 
to seek of him the truth. The story of Balaki 
and Ajatasatru is three thousand yeal ~ old,. but 
the Upanishads are as fresh, as instructive, as life­
giving now as they were of old ;-inoeed more 
Ileedful and more indispensible in the present day, 
when we seem to have lost our faith in the past, 
our trust in the future. 

THE LEGEND OF BALAKI. 

I. 

Balakr, a learned Brahman, 
Proud of knowledge, proud of lore, 

Versed he was in many a sastra, 
Travelled many a distant shore. 

In the land of Usinara, 
And in Matsya he had been, 

Panchala and Kuru country, 
Videha and Kasi seen. 

Ajatasatru, learned monarch, 
Ruled in Kasi's might:' land, 

lTnto hun repaired the Brahm"n, 
In his palace rich and grand. 
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"Blessed be thy rule, 0 monarch! 
O'er this kinqdol11 rich and broad, 

I will speak to thee of BI ahma, 
I will speak to thee of God." 

3· 

"Welcome, welcome, Iparned Rishi",­
To him thus the king replied,­

"For thy speech acc('pt a thOllsand 
Milch·kine of £111<;8t bree~ ! 

Every learned Brahman gocth 
To J.maka, holy klllg, 

Welcome thuu to Kasi's mansions, 
And a Brahman's blessings bring !" 

4, 

"List then, king! to words of wisdom" ,­
Proud B.llaki Lhus began,­

"Knowest thall, king, the Soul all-radiant 
Dwelleth in the radi;mt su n? 

Him I worship", said Bal.lki ; 
"Not so", answel'ed thus the king,­

"For the sun is gloriolls, mighty. 
But is a created thing !" 

5· 
"Knowest thou, king, the lunar crescent 

Shining in the starry sky? 
Knowest thou, king, the Soul all-beauteous, 

Dwelleth there serene and high? 
Him I worship", Mid B.t1aki ; 

"Not so", answered thus the king,­
"For the moon is beauteous, hlighty, 

But is a created thing 1" 
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6. 

"Dost thou know the fOlI,ed lightning, 
Flashing thl ough the 101111 l.ky? 

Dost thou know the Soul tell dlC, 
Dwel1eth there, sublime and high? 

Him I wOIl->hip," Selld BaJakl, 
"Not so",-an<.,weled thus the l-ing,­

uFor the lightning's dread, .. ten lfic, 
But is a created th mg !" 

7· 
"Dost thou Imow the deep voiced thunder, 

Pealing through the echomg sky? 
Dost thou know the Soul that dwelleth 

In that sound, tel rific, 111gh ? 
Him I worship", said B,tlai..i,-

"Not so",-am.wered thu~ the king,­
"For th!" thunder's sOllnd is mIghty, 

But is a created thing I" 

8. 
Long he toiled, the learned Brahman, 

Power Almighty to explam, 
Quoted he from holy sastras, 

Argued long but argued ,-;tin 
To his reasons, to hIS learning, 

Ever answered thus the king, 
"Mighty wondrous is all NatlJl"e, 

.aut it is created thing !" 
~ 

9· 
Still he toiled, the learned Brahman, 

To explain the God on h.gh, 
Spoke of fil'C and spoke of ether, 

Spoke of \Vate~ and of sky, 
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Spoke of shadow and reflection, 
Spoke of echo and of sound, 

Arglled about dleams and slumber, 
But solutIOn none he found! 

10. 

Silently the hoastful Brahman 
Bent his head in grief and shame, 

Sad he wa~,--th(" learned Brahman,­
To a wi"er kln:z I.e came! 

"Thu" far" ,-saId the monarch gently­
"Thl!" far doth thy wIsdom go !" 

uTl'lu" far! wise and learned monarch t 
Teach me what YOll further know!" 

II. 

With the fuel, meek and humble, 
Balaki as student came, 

Seeking knowledge from the monarch 
Great in learning a<; III fdme. 

"He who made the moon'.., hright crescent, 
~un and sky and earth so broad, 

He who breathed forth mighty nature; 
He is Brahma, He is God !" 

Abridged from the Kaushitakz UPanishad in 

Lays of AllciCllt India, .pp. 76-80. 

Such is the ancient tradition connected with 

Gautama Buddha. 
the name of Ajatasatru, but 
it is not the only ancient 

tradition of tllis holy place. A few centuries after 
Ajatasatru and Balaki lived a teacher greater 
than they, and 9al.1tama Buddl~a_ p~oclaimed in 
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Sarnath Tope-Bellares. 
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tbe Deer.park of Benares that religion which is 
now the religion of a third of the human race. 
Let not the VIsItor to I3cnares forget to pay a, 
visit to Sarnath, with its anCIent tope, and thQ 

Sarnath Tope. 
rums of Its anCIent monastery. 
The tope or Stupa consists of 

a stone basement, 93 feet 111 Ul,Ul1eter anu rjsing 
to a heIght of 43 feet, above wluch is bnGk­
work ri~ll1g to a height of 110 feet. The monas­
tery or Vtlwra eXIsts no mOle, except in its 
foundations. Let us glean some facts then from 
the account w blch IS left to us by the pious pil­
grim Houen Tsang vv lto vIsited this spot in the 
seventh cenLury after Chnst. 

"ro the north-east of the town was a Stupa, 
and In front of It a stone pJllar, bnght. and shin­
ing a's a mirror, its sur[ctce glIstenmg and smooth. 
as ice. About t\"TO mIles flom the river Varana 
~,as the great Sangharan11. ur the "Deer Pclrk." 
.Buddha first proclaImed hIS relIZIOll III this Deer 
Park. The Sarlgharama was dI\HJcd mto eight 
portions, and the storeyed Vnvers, '>nth pro­
jecting eaves and balc0Jlles were of very superior 
work. In the great el1clO::'~lre was a Vihara 200 

feet high, ~nd above the roof was a gold coverf"d 
,d'gttl"e-of the mango frUlt. The foundations of ~11e 

:IS 
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Vihara were of stone, but the towers and stairs 
were of brick. In the mIddle of the Vihara was 
a life size figure of Buddha, represented as turning 
the wheel of law. A fit representation, on the very 
spot where th,~ great preacher had ~et the wheel 
of his religion rollin~." Civiltzatio1Z in A llcient 
India, Cfrubner's Oriental Series) Vomme 11., 
page 145. 

The traveller who visits these parts to witness 
the scenes where Buddhism flourished will not 
content himself with visiting Benares alone. He 

Rajagriha. 
will viSIt Rajagriha the c,,'pital 
of ancient Magadha, where 

Buddha often strolled and begged hIs bread, and 
where king Bimbisara welcomed the venerable 
mendicant, and the queen Kshema embraced Ius 
lofty faith. He will visit Buddha Gaya where 
Buddha sat under a Bodhi tree in contemplation 
and conceived that noble religion which he after­
wards pror:1aimed in the Deer Park in Benares. 

Buddha Gaya. 
The ancient temple of Buddha 
Gaya has lately beetl restored, 

and pious Buddhists corne to visit the spot 
from Burma and Ceylon and other part~ of 
the earth, as they did in the days of Houen 
!fsang. 
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The traveller will also see what can still be 

Pataliputra. 
seen of ancient Pataliputra or 
Patna which was built by 

Ajatasatru the SUCCdssor of Bimbisara to beat 
back the Turanian races who had poured into 
North Behar through Nepal. And he WIll see the 
site of the ancient University of Nalanua, which 
was perhaps the noblest instItution of learning in 
the fifth, sixth and seventh centunes after Chnst. 

tiThe day IS not sufficient," says the faithful 

Nalanda. 
chronicler Houen Tsang, speak­
ing of the NaJanda Umverslty 

:which he visited in the seventh century, lifor 
asking and anc;wering; profound questions. From 
morning till night they engagt~ in discussion ,; 
the old and the young mutually help one another. 
Those who cannot discuss questions out of tb. 
Tri/JltaRa are little esteemed, and are obliged to 
hide themselves for shame. Learned men from 
different cities. on this account, 'who desire to 
acquire quickly a renown for discussion, come 
here' in multitudes to settle their doubts, and 
then the streams (of their wisdom) spread far and 
wide." Ancient India, Vol. II.,p. I48. 

But Buddhism never supplanted Hinduism in 
S!'nares Ot elsewhere in India, on the contrary 
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the newer religion, sprung from the bosom or the 
ancient Hindu faith, ran parallel to the mother 
current for a thousand years in India, spreading 
jts waters far and WIele, and refreshing and vivify­
ing wherever it spread. Buddhism gradually 
declined as the Puranic or modern form of Hmdu-
jsm began to spread,--some cenuries after "the 
time of Houen Tsang'; but llevertheless, down. to 
the date of the l\1aholllm~(lan conquest, Buddhism 
flourished 111 Benares, siue by SIde with HindUIsm. 
After that conquc::,t, Bmldblsm completely disr:tp­
pears from our VJeW, and the ancient Hllldu temples 
and shrines of Benares also shared a common ruil'. 

A Hll1du b,trd sings of the unhappy dis­
putes between Plithu Rai of Delhi and Jai 

Chand, king of .l3enares ; and 
Jai Chand of Benares... 'd J' - Cl d . ., d It 1S Sal al Ian InVIte 
the foreign invader Muhammad Ghori. The re­
sult was Lltal. Muhammad Ghori defeated the 
chivalric Pnthu Rai of Delhi in the second battle 
·of Terrouri, and his general Kutb-uddm defeated 
Jai Chand of Benares "whose army "va~ countless 
as the sand." Both the Hil'1-du princes were slain, 

Mahommedan con­
)quest. Destruction of 
ancient temples. 

and Northern India submitted 
to the rule of the Mahommed­
.ans. It is said that Kutb··q,& 
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din and liis successors destroyed a thousand tem­
ples in 13enarcs, and there is no temple now ill 
that ancient city which is more than two or three 
centuries old.' 

From Benares I went by the Oudh and RohiI­
khand line to Lucknow, where 

Lucknow. 
the Nawabs of Oudh ruled for 

a century, and. which afterwards became the scene 
of many stirring events connected with the Sepoy 

Residency. 
\Var. The Residency is ant:: 
of the first places visited by 

travellers, and contains a subterraneous apart­
ment where English women took shelter during 
the dark days of the war. Close to it is the 
Lawrence' Mernorial,-a mound v .... ith a white. 
marble cross,-and with an inscription inmetnory.' 
of Sir: Henry Lawrence. A simple tomb marks 
the spot where Sir Henry lies buried, with the 
touching and noble epitaph dictated by himself,­
"'Here lies Henry Lawrence, who tried to do 
his duty," 

Tb the north-west of the Residency are the 
Machchi Bhawan and the 

Machchi Bhawa11. 
lmambara. The original Mach­

-c}li Bhawan wa~ built by the princes of Luckno:w; 
two :-centuries ..agoJ and. the Jort was blown up 
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during the Sepoy War. A spot here is called 
Lakshmanapura, and is said to have been the site 
of the ongmal town bUIlt by Rama's brother 
Lakshman,-hence the name Lucknow. The 
Rumi Darwaza of the great Imambara is said 
to have been constructed by Asafuddaula in 
imitation of the great gate of Constantinople from 
which the Turkish Government derives the name 
of "Sublime Porte." 

Other structures, palaces and mosques "attest 

Palaces &.c. 
to the gre<ltness of the Nawabs 
who held sway here for a 

hun~hed years. The Jumma Masjid is a beauti­
ful mosque, and the Husamabad built by Adll 
Shah, as a burial place for 111l1lself, is a super!> 
place with a marble reservoir of welter, crossed 
by a fanciful bridge. The Farad BJ.ksh Palace, 
the Chattar Manzal, the Kaisar Bagh, the Moti 
Mahal, the Shah Naj<lf, the Khurshed Manzal 
and many other pl,tces rec<lll to the traveller the 
glory, power and luxury of the Nawabs of 
Oudh, who have now ceased to exi5t. 

La Martmiere College built in the Italian style 
is a stnking building with four 

La Martioiere Col- towers and a central one sup.. 
Ieee. 

ported by flying buttresses. 
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It was with regret that I had to leave Luck· 
now without paying- a visit to the ruins of the 
ancient city of Ayodhya, sltuclted on the Gogra, 
called Sarayu in the ancient days. It was the 
famed capital of the mighty Kosalas who occupIed 

Ayodhya. 

Gunduck, three 
glory has been 
EpIcs of IndJa. 

the whole tract of the country 
between the Ganges and the 

thousclnd years ago, and whose 
immortalIzed by one of the Great 

Later on Gautama Buddha 0ften came to 
preach his rehglOll in this town Ayodbya,-then 
called SJ.keta,-but the seat of government had 
been rell1Jved further north to a newer town 
Sravasli. We are told in Buddlust Scriptures of 
a relIgious controversy between the KlIlg of 
Kosaia and the Queen Kshema of Magadha, when 
travelhng between S.lketa and Sravasti. Houen 
Tsang VIsIted both these towns twelve centuries 
after the date of Buddha. Puranic Hinduism then 
gradually replaced the Buddhist rehgion III north­
ern I'ndia, and w~s supreme in Oudh when Jed 
Chanj the last Hindu KlIlg ruled in Oudh and 
Benares. A copper grant ot ]<ti Chand dated 
1187 A. D., has been found near Faizabad. SIX or 
seven years after this date, his rule and Hinda 
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independence were swept away by' Muhammad 
Ghori. 

There are great .mounds or hills in Ayodhya, 
which are inteTesting to the 

• Topes discovered antiquarian G.eneral Cunnincr. 
In Ayodhya. • . . l-> 

ham holds that the Sugriva 
Parvat, 301') feet high, contains the ruins of the 
Buddhist monastery which Houen Tsang visited, 
and that the Mani Pm·vat 65 feet high, marks the 
site of the Stupa built by Asoka on the spot 
where Gautama Buddha preached, when he visit­
ed Saketa. 

From Lucknow I went by rail to the far-tamed 

Delhi. 
city of Delhi, the centre of 
ancient Aryavarta, the metro­

'polis of ancient India! 
Standing on the banks of the J umna, the 

. thoughtful Hindu calls back to 
Ag~he ancient Epic mind the ancient days, when the 

Kurus ruled in Hastinapura and 
the Pandavas in Indraprastha over three thousand 
years ago. He recalls all that has been p~served 
f1 ,an imperishable Epi~, of their ancientciviliza­
tioo, of their schools of learning, of their valour in 
war, of. their virtue and worth. He rec,alls tbe'J 
deeds of tll.e .. mighty. p'ancbala~ .. whQ lived lower 
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down the course of the Ganges, of the Yadavas 
who migrated from the banks of the J umna and 
fouuded a kingdom in Gujrdt, of the Vmltas, the 
Surasenas, and the coulltless warlIke tribes who 
peopled the Gcll1getic Yalley in the Epic Age, 
and fought the great war which poetry has im­
mortalized, and religious legends have s,mcti­
ned. It is not many hours' journey hy tail from 

Kuru-kshetca aDd Delhi to the field of Kuru­
tlte Sarasvati. kshetra which I have visited 

since. The ancient Sarasvati still flow;:; by this 
classic spot, though almost choked and dned 
uP. e"{cept during the rams. The temple of 
Thanesvar still attracLS crowds of pilgrims. And 
the great lake of Kuru-kshetra and the sur­
rounding places connected wltb the incidents 
of the war are still pointed out to the curious 
traveller. 

The Kurus and the Panchalas and other an­
cient races declined in power after the Epic Age, 
and Delhi and Kanouj owned the supremacy of 

Magadba under the gl eat 
Rise of Magadha. 

Challdragupta, and IllS grand-
:son the greater Asoka. But .::.fter the decline of 
Magadha, KaDQ.uj once more rose III power, and 

fNas the seat of that great empire which the 

c 
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Guptas extended over all India 
Rise of the Guptas. . 

m the fourth and fifth centu-
ries after Christ. Then came Vikramaditya on 
the scene, and he was the rnollar~h of Kanouj as 

'Well as of Ujjain. A successor 
Vikramaditya and of his, Siladitya II. ruled in 

Siladitya. . 
Kanouj in the seventh century, 

and celebrated there those great Buddhist rites 
which twenty kings from different parts of India 
came to witness, and which the Chine:,e traveller 
Houen 
Ancient 
Raj puts 

Tsang has described in his nar.:cttive. 
races declined once more, and the 

came to the forefront In the tenth 

Rajputs. 
century. Their supremacy in 
Northern India lasted for two 

centuries, and Delhi and Kanouj were the fore­
most towns in India once more during these 
centuries. But a storm swept over them from the 
west, and Prithu Rai of Delhi and Jai Chand of 
Kanouj and Benares fell after a brave but fruitless 
Tesistance. 

Delhi and Agra continued to flt."'>Urish under 
the Path an and the Mogul, and marble palaces, 
mosques and minars attest the splendour and pomp 
and luxury of their M.:>slem rulers. 

The l"uins near Delhi extending over ten mile~ 
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Kutab Minar-Delhi. 
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to the south of the modern town are the remains 
of no less than seven cities 

Ruins of DelJai. 
which have successively risen 

on this classic site. Two of them were Hindu 
towns, viz., Lalkot bUIlt by Ananga Pal in 1052, 

and Rai Pithora built by Pntltu Rai> the last 
Hindu KlIlg of Delbi, in 1180. These two 
ancient forts are close to each other, and c10ee 
to the great column called the Kutb-Mmar. 
Nearer to tlie modern town of Delhi IS another 
fort called Indrapat, bUIlt probably all the site 
of the ancient Indraprastha, which was the 
capital of the Pandd.vas over three thoub,md years 
ago. 

The first great structure built b~r the Moslem 
conquerors was the stupendous Kutb-Minar begun 
by Kutb-ud-din the first Afgan king of Northern 
India. It is 240 feet high, and can be seen trom 
miles all round~ 

Close to it is Kutb's mosque, jmposing even 
in its ruins, and raised on the site of Prithu Rai's 
great Hindu temple which. was demolished by the 
conquerors. So great was the bigotry of the 
conquerors, that every figure on Ute pillars and 
stone wails oC the Hindu temple has been broken, 
and ule face of eveTY Hindu god def.\ced. But 
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the old iron pil1.1f raised on this si10t, probably 
by the Gupta emperors of India, is still entire 
anu uninjured by time or by foemen. It is a 
solid shaft of wrought iron 16 IIlches in diameter,. 
and 22 feet above groulld,. besid~& ne.:lrly 2 feet 
'under ground. "It opens our eyes/' says Dr. 
Fergusson "to an unspected state of atfairs to find 
the Hindu:3- at tbat age forging a bar of iron larger 
than any that have been forged even in EuroF,e 
to a very late d,lte, and not frequently e\'en 
now. ..... It is all11i)st equally startlin~ to ilnd 
that after all e"pusure to wind rain for fourteen 
cellturic~r it is unrusted, and the capital and in­
scription are as clear and as sharp now as when put 
\lp,. fourteen cear uries ago." 

As the tra\.eller returns from this site of the 

old Hindu town to modern Delhi,. he visits several 
interesting spots on bis way. The tomb of Feroz 
Shah, one of the last of the Afgan kings is interest­
ing ; and the tomb of Humayul1, the second Mogul 
Emperor of India,. is still more ·interesting, and 
was erected by his favourite wife Hat11ida Banu 
Begum. ~ot far from this is the f'Chausat 
Khambil.'" or the hall of sixty-four marble pillars,. 
and the resting place of Akbar's foster-brother. 
Close to this spot i~ the tomb of Amir Kbasru tlle 
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greatest Moslem poet of India, and the contem­
porary of the great Sadi of Persia. The tombs of 
the saint Nizamuddin, of Jahan-Ara the daughter 
or" Emperor Shah Jahan, of Muhammad Shah one 
of the last Mogul Emperors} and several other 
tombs in this neighbourhood are of interest to the 
student of Indian History. 

The traveller then passes by Indrapat of which 
we have spoken before; and close to modern 
Delhi he visits the pIllar of Asoka now erected 
on Feroz Shah's Kotila a three storied building. 

Asoka's Pillar. 
This is one of the pillars erect~ 
cd by the imperial Asoka over 

lvo thousand years ago, and covered with Pali 
riscriptions which defied the skill of Sir William 

Jones and of Colebrooke. James Prinsep made 
himself immortal by decyphering these edicts; 
and these edicts, as well as various other edicts 
of Asoka have since been discovered in various 
parts of India, from the Punjab to Mysore. 
Nor was Asoka's religious zeal confined within 
the limits of India; for he sent BllddhIst Mis­
sionaries to all parts of the then ciVIlized world, 
-tp Ceylon and to Bactria, to Syna, Egypt, 
Cyrene, Epiros and Macedon! These missionalies 
formed religious bodies. like the Tberapeuts and 
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the Essenes, living a celebate life, avoiding animal 
food, and proclmming the high moral precepts 
which Gautama Buddha had proclaimed in India. 
These \Vestern Buddhists were sti I flourishing and 
preaching in P,llestme when Jesus GIll ist was 
born, and much of the noble precepts and lofty 
disinterestedness of Christianity is a reflection from 
the older creed o[ Indm. "fhe worl,l owes to 
llllha" as I have s,~id elsewhere, "that higher 
s\'stem of ellllcs and nobler code of l11oral~ 
whIch dIstmgUlsh the modern relIgIOll from tIe 
religions of the ancient world." 

But let us return from this di~ressIOn to th~ 
nlOdern town of Delhi. Before returning into 
that town, the traveller will no doubt have a look 
at Jai Sinha's observatory which is close to the 
towu, containing an imlyse equatori,ll dIal'wlth 
a hypothenuse of nearly 120 feet. It was COll­

strucled 111 1724 by the same J ai Sinha who con­
structed simIlar observatories III Benares, Ujjain 
and Jaipur. 

The fort is the first place which the traveller 
VlSIts inside the modern town 

Delhi Fort. .. ~ 
of DelhI. Inslde the ["' .. "se 

the magnificent Dlwan-i-Am, or public hall' of 
audience with its rows of red sand-stone pillars; 
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the gorgeous white-marble pavilion of the Diwan­
i-Khas or private hall of audience; the Begums' 
apartments and baths; and lastly the Moti-:\1usjid" 
verily the pearl of mosq1les ! 

Outside the fort, the most imposing struc­

Jumma Musjid. 
ture is the lumma Musjid, 
said to be unrivalled in its size 

among the mosques of the world. It was built by 
the great emperor Shah lahan, and the top of a 
~ was levellfld for the construction of this superb 
structure. 

The Chandin Chauk is the principal street of 
the city, and the "golden mosque" in this Chauk 
is still pointed out as the spot where the terrible 
Nadir Shah sate when he ordered a. massacre of 
the citizens. 

;t, 

10 the North-wesf,lof the town, and ahout a 
mile' from it is the ridge where the British troops 
had their quarters when Delhi was taken by 

the Sepoys in J RS7. The 
Mutiny Memorial 

and Asoka's Pillar. Mutiny Memorial, an octago-
nal Gothic spire has been built 

here in memory of those who fell in those dark 
d.t But what is more int'~rcsting to the travel­
ler is another pillar of Asoka which was originally 
erected at .Meerut, in the 3rd century B.C., and 
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was removed to Delhi by Emperor Firoz Shah 

in 1356. 
In Agra the traveller sees much the same 

style of architecture as In 
Agra and its Foct. Delhi. Inside the fort are 

the Mati M llSjld, the Jlewan-i-Am and the Dewan­
l-Khas and the baths and the apartments of. Be­
gums. Outside the t01 t is the J Ull1ma M usjid, 
far inferior to the s~ructure of the same name at 

Taj Mahal. 
Delhi. But the glory of Agra 
is the Taj Mahal, the t')mb of 

Mamtaz Maha1, the neice of the celebrated Nur 
Jahan, and the queen of the Emperor Shah JJhan. 
It has been called a "poem in marble," and to 
appreciate it the visitor should come more Ulan 
once. I was disappointed when I saw it for t~le 
first time; but when I came again, years after, 
and passed an evening in the gardens of the Taj, 
and viewed the superb edifice ill the soft light of 
the evening, and in the midst of the luxurient 
gardens, I confessed to myself that there are few 
buildings iu the world which can fBI the 'mind 
with such silent rapture by its matchless and 
superb beauty. 

Interesting also to travellers is the tomb of 
Itmad·ud-daula, erected by his daughter the cele-
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hrated NUl' Jahan. Felr more lIlterestmg ho\\ever 
than either of these edIfices IS the tomb at Sek,mdra 
of the great. Emperor Akb.tr7 -the ~rc,ltest monarch 

Akbar's tomb at 
Sekandra. 

who has ruled 1Il Indi'l with-
In a thousand yc,lrs and more" 
InhelltJng ollly c1 few tlllset~ 

tIed provlIlces fmm his Iclther and hlS grand-f.lther, it 
was Akbar w 110 lC,lny founded the :\fogul EmpJr.:} 

and spread It over the whole of NOTthern India. 
from the PlUl}.lb to B~ll~,tl, ,mel trom Kl1shmir to 
AhnMdnagar. fIt.. blOke down and Cl u~hed all 
OPPOSltJOll by 1115 matchless hr'l very and ener­
gy ; and he COllel !J,lted foes' and welded together 
d grc<tt ernplle oy hlS gel1ero~)ty and ills renurk­
able cdthohclty. And wIlLll we remcm})er that 
this wonderful man WdS rectIly IllIterate amI o~'ed 
all iflS glfts to nature, we CclllIlot help thmking 
thelt he Wel::' Olle of those 1;0111 h01Oe;:; who are sent 
to found empucs and rc~lOlt:: OHler m tllnes of 
trouble and d)!:'order. 

The mansoleun1 of Akbar IS a PYlamlual build­
ing ('of four stone..;, three of \Vh~ch arc of led sand· 
stone, anti the fow tb, cOlJtamll1i~ AkoJr'd cenotaph 
IS of white marble. The nWl1S0leUlll lS surround· 
ed by grounds well laid ollt, and the gateway to 
these gardens i'3 Imposlllg. 

IJ 
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In some respects, Fatehpur Sikri is the 

Akbar's Palaces at 
Fatehpur Sikri. 

most rem~rl\able place that 
eXi"ts ! It is -a noble and 
perfect palace-with audi-

ence-hal1s, lofty chambers, royal oFices r and rooms 
for queens and 13egams,-all deserted and desolate r 
It is llke the city of the dead that we read of in the 
Arabian Nights, a city, bplendid in its streets and 
Douses and public marts, but without inhabitants,. 
without the trace of life t 

The palace was built by the great Akbar who 
intended to make it his capital. It is difficult to 

imagine what induced the great Emperor to leave 
it and to remove his court to Agra. The most 
plausible conjecture is that want of good drinking­
water or the prevalence of some illness in this 
place pers1l.1.ded the great roler that the place was 
lIot fit for a great capital. 

Amon!{ the rooms and edifices in this deserted 
palace the traveller VIm viSIt with interest the 
rooms of Jodh B,u,. the Rajput queen of Akbar" 
the finely decorated apartments of his favourite 
Turkish queen, and the rooms of Miriam, IllS 

Portuguese ClJri&tian queen. The PaIJch Mahal 
is a fi \ e storied colon nade, bUIlt as a pleasure re­
so.rt for th~ la(lles of th.; CJurt, and the first floor 
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is remarkable for its 56 columns, no two of which 
are alike in design. But the finest architectural 
work in this place i.s the southern g~ltc wIllch, 

Fergusson says, is noble beyond allY portal attach­
ed to any m.osque in India, perhaps jill the whole 

world. 
The Taj Malial, the tom.b of Sekandra, and the 

deserted but unique palace of Fatehpur SJl~n m,lke 

the environs of Agra among the most interestillg 
spots in the world for the tourist <lI\d the traveller. 
But the Hindu tourist turns from these in tercst-
iug places to the far more .;mClent and interesting 
spots,-Mathura and Brindaban! I visited these 

places some years after I visited Agra, but an 
account of these places shaull} naturally follow that 

of Agra, and I include it therefore in this phce. 
I Shall never fortTet the feelill tT of J'oy with I'- ~ 

which I first gazed on the 
Nathura. 

panorama of the buildings and 
ghats of Mathura, wilJich r0se as a vision be-
fore my eyes, across the spacious anu limpid 
Jumna. I jumped from my scat in the railway 
carri<lge and rushed to the window and looked 
with delIght on the l~ll-!~ulleJ. c1a~::,ic town! 
The sacreu JUUllltt flo \\...:d lH.lttHG me, temple:, alld 
towers and c,1' lccful cdlticl;:s fO:le bevolld and 
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were b.lthed Jl1 slmIH~ht, and 'he ll1<~!nones of 
three thousand ye<us sanctIfied the lovely scene. 
1\1 y thoughts flew back to the tune when Mahmud 
01 Ghaz11I, found lt In all its love1mess and left 
it a rum,-back to the tJlne whel Houen Tsang­
and F,t HI,ll1 [ound It nn~lIl(!, with i )VOUS Bud­
(lhist cdebr,ltlOns an(l pompous gathelings.­
bld,. to thos~ dim 1ge3 when Knshm' and the 
Y<l(Ll \",tS went as cololllsls from t his spot and 

HllldUl~ed the fM ~l~ores of GUJl<.tt! It F dfficult 
to avoid ~entimentahl'll1~ when standlllg on this 

spot, for th~re are few ::.pots 'Nhleh recall to the 
Hll1du more vlvidly the memones ot an aacient 

world and an ancient clvihza.tion. 
My feelin~s weI e not less keen when I en~ 

ten~d Mathura, and when III the cool of the, 
evenmg I strolled alon~ its streets lmed wlth 
ornate and beautIful old Hllldu-style buildings • 
• 1l1d pau.,ed on the 1 iver bank to witness religious 

edebrations. S,lcred hymns were uttered and the 
s,lcred fire W,tS llghted, and a crowd of pious 
and slmple-heclrted men and women rusheco1. for­
w,ml to recei\'e the bles~lIlgs and the benefit of 
the evemng servIce. We took a boat the next 
mOl mng and ghucd up and dovyn the river, and we 
-saw Inany a dt.:yuut \, \.n~hlppcl stalldlllg 111 water, 
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Mathura. 
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and hailing the rising sun with sacred hymns 
which were uttered by their ancestors in tbis 
&.tnlc spot, three thvusand years ago. The nation 
which has a past has a future also; and the 1dlth 
and destmy of the great Hmdu nation WIll sur­
VI ve the degr<ldation of the present. 

Fa HJan visited this p1.1C~ e,lrly in the fifth 
century after Christ and found h~re 20 Buddhist 
temples and 3,000 Buddhist monks. Alld it was 
when writin~ about M lthur,l tlut tlll~ trLlveller 
recorded a plea:lin(~ picture of the system of ad­
miniftratJOn which prevaIled over the whole of 
Northern India, then called ~ladhya Desa or 
the middle-country. "The people are well oU: 
without poll-tax or official restrictions; only 
those who till the royal lands retUlIl a portlOtl 
of profit of the land. If they desire to go, they 
1!0; if they like to stop, they stop. The kmgs 
goyern without corporal punishment; cnmlllals 
ar~ fined accordlllg to clIcumstances, lightly OF 

h~l'.'llY." Annenl Indza Vol. 11., p. 56. Megas­
th nes, who visitt:d India over seven centuries 
~ fore Fa Hian gives us a similar p]easmg account 
f,f Hindu admil1lstratlOn. He also informs us 
that the greater part of the SOlI was under irrig,l-
tion, and II f:llllll1C has l1{. \ er 'l~lt(.d India, <Iud 
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that there has never been a genera.l scarcity in the 
supply of nourishing food." 

Many discoveries have been made in Mathura 
in recent times. The remains of the U pagupta 
n1:)n lstery, of one V clishnava and two Jaina 
t~111Dles, of a Jaina stupa, and hundreds of 
valuable sculptures and inscriptions 11ave been 
found. They illu5trate the ancient Hindu archi­
tecture of India WhlCh still flourishes in Hindu 
towns bke Mathura, ljjjain and Gwalior, and which 
has blended itself with the Saracenic style ill Delhi 
and Agra. 

Hmdu travellers visit several places of interest 
round about Mathura. On the left bank of the river 
il the Mahavana of Gokul, where Krishna is said to 
have tended his cattle. The reputed palace of 
Nanda where Krishna passed IllS infancy is also 
pointeu out. On the right bank of the river, and 
~ix rules to the north 01 Mathura, is Brindaban aaso 
connected with the legends of Krishna's amours. 
Among the m,ll1 y tern pIes of Brindaban that \ of 
Gobinda Deva built in 1590 A.D., is the mC/>st 
fatuous and magnificent. Fergusson justly ca~ 
it one of the most interesting and elegan~ 
temples in India. But the magnificence of uu:! 
stl ucture gave pain to the bigutcu Aw"ungzebc, 
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and he almost destroyed the nohle c(lifice. It 
lias since been partly restored by the British 

• &OVARDHAN. 

SEKANCRA. 

e 
BHARTPUR'e 

FATEHPUR SIf<AL 

Government. Th~ temples of Madan Mohan, of 
Gopi Nath, of Jugal Kisor, nnd of Radlltl Dallabh 
are also worth visiting. 

And lastly, fourteen miles to the west of 
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Matlllll a I~ t}h~ famous 11111 of Gobaldhan whIch 

Kll~hna I'> ~aJd to have hfted up In Ius mIght. 
Stl(lI1ge, pas~Ing stlan~e, are the legends of 

Kll~hna 1 vVe YleW 111m, filSt 
Legend of Krishna . 

.1::. a cow-herd spO! tmg wIth 
the COW-hCld~ of GokuJ,-then a:, a y:mth fea:,t~ 

mg on the ~m!les ot the mllk-maJds of Blll1da­
b,lIl,-then as a great chIef negobatmg WIth 
pllnC'es or batthng WIth warllors,-and lastly as a 
bold COl0111St who led bands of the Aryall Yad,tvas 
from the banks ot the J umna to found an Al yan 
k1llgdom on the :,llores. of the Ar,lbml1 Sea 1 \Vhat 

do these legends slgl1lfy? \Vh,lt IS the solutJOn of 

thIS my<:.tmy f \Vhat 1S the purport of thIS w(lnder­

tul myth f 
The greatest modern wnter 111 India, Rai 

Bankim Chandra, devoted years of study to the 
solution of these legends, and thanks to hIS 

ttbours we know now whIch of them are ancient 
and whIch ot them are modern. We ~ow that 
KII~hna, as he appears 111 the oldest portions of the 
Mahabharata, ,vas a great chief and a great politici­
an, seekmg to preserve peace among warHke natIOns, 
but ready to war when war was inevItable. We 
know that he was a chid Qf the powerful Yadavas 
111 that anCIent EPIC Age, when the Yadavas vied 
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with the Kurus and the Panchalas in power and 
glory. And we know that when a great interne­
cine war was over, Knshna retired to Gujrat and 
founded Dwaraka. And colonists trom Gujrat call­
ing themselves Pandyas sailed down at a later date 
to Cllpe Comorin, founded a new Hindu kingdom 
there, and called its capital Mathura or Madura. 
Me~clsthenes spe,lb of the P .. mdyas in the 4th 
century B.C., Asokcl alludes to them ill his illscnp~ 

tions, and Strabo and other classICal writers speak 
of the tr,u]e or the P,tndyas with Rome. 

But let us return to Krishna. T~lking him 
to be a Yadava warrior and the founder of a 
colony at Gujrat,-whence the legends of the milk­
maids of Brindaban which connect themselves with 
his name? These le~ends which fill our recent 
Puranas are not found in the Mahabharata or In 

other ancient Hindu works ;-they are undoubted­
ly later additions, recent interpolations into the 
ancient story of Krishl,1a. 

Whence the idea? Why should the ancient 
Yadava hero be represented as courtmg the 
favours of the tustic beauties of llrindaban f 
How did the story of his amours come to b" 
superadded to the older story of IllS deeds as a 
warrior and colonist! 

Jt 
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A :-.tudent ot Sanscnt literature need not be 

(It a loss for a reply. In malij Sanscrit dramas, 

like the Sakuntala, the Ratnavali, and the Malati 
Madhava we find that lil anC'wllt times the spring 
was celebrated by a fesLival to Kama or the 
god of love, alld red powder was thrown by the 
joyous people at each other. The custom was, 
and stIll is univer.,al In I nella, only tIle name of 

Kama has dropped out, and the name of Kri~hna 
has come in, and is connected 'with tbe IIoll 

festiva1. In course of centurIes, Kn:-.hna, 'tlle hero 

of the Mahahharata, hecame so great a favourite 
with the Hmdus, that legends which moyed the 

multitude, and lestlvals which delighted the mi1lion, 
('.Hue to be connected wIth Knshna. Hence Kama 

was replaced by Krishna, as Sita the Vedic goddess 
of corn alId plenty has been repl.lced by Laks1uui. 

All the legends of the amours of Krishna are 

therefore pure allegories,-pure inventions,-a 
sun'iva] of the legends of Kama who was himself 

an allegory. Leave them out, and the great figure 
of the mIghty Yadava leauer looms out from the 

hlstonc past full of lessons for the pr~sent, and for 
the tuture. 
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ORISS \, 1882. 

I N our younger days we sCaIcely suspected that 
the backward provlIlce of Orissd hag a c()nl1ec~­

ed history which· goes back fitteen centunes, that 
it boasts of temples which are among the finest 

specimens of Hmdu architecture. And we were 
scarcely prepared to admit that over two tlwus.lIlcl 
years ago this province received Buddhism and 
Aryan civilization from the W4=st, and that the 
Burldhist caves of Orissa are among the earliest 
th~t we find anywhere in India. And yet such is 
the case. Wherever we lift the veIl uf rfarkness 
whieb hangs over modern India, we descry long 
and glorious vistas into the past, nch with me­
mories of great achievement" in war and in peace. 
And tbe modern HJl1du, whose early education 
consists in prolonged lessons about blS own little­
ness, has to uulearn this false teachmg and to 
learn for himself that he has a past. 

The traveller is ill the classic land of Orissa 

5ubarnarekh ~. 
arter he ha~ ('ro~s(>cl the Subar­
l'arekha riYer. In the rains 
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he will meet with thousands of pj]grims, hailing 
from all parts of lndia, and p.'oceedlllg in a con­
tinuous stream by the Grand Trunk Road to the 
great shrine of Jagannath. And even in the cold 
season, when travelling is mort convenient for 
ordinary travellers, bands of belated pIlgrims, re­
turning from the sacred temple, wIll greet 11is 
eye. Among them he will occasionally meet with 
pilgrims who measure their lengtlls from their 
llOmes to Puri and back again, and the still 
mare wtmderful and austere men who have held 
up their hand lllght and day in performC'nce of 
a vow, until it is now a rigid and infiP"{ible bone! 
Wonderful is the fortitude WhICh religion inspires 
in India. 

From the Subarnarekha to the Baitarani is a 

Baitarani. 
long tract of country w nich 
has no interest for the antiqua .. 

rian. But the Nilgiri hills to the west are pretty, 
and the traveller passes through Balasore and 
Bbadrak, the head quarters of a district and a 
sub-division respectively. 

Crossing the Baitarani, and turning a little 
a5ide from the mail) road, we come to the ancient 

Jajpur. 
town of Jajpur, one of the 
most interesting places in India. 
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The ancient Dantapura where the supposed tooth 
of Buddha was kepb in the fourth and fifth cen­
turies after Christ was near J ajpur; and w hell 
Yayati Kesari founded the Kesari dynasty in 474, 
and established Hinduism in Orissa, he selected 
Jajpur as one of his capItals. The town flourished 
for over a thousand years under the Kt::sari and 
then un tier the Ganga dyna~jty, until the conquest 
of Orissa by the Moslems under the renowned 
Kalapahar about 1560. Kalapahar demolished all 
the Hindu temples, and the accumulated art trea­
sures of a thousand years were lost for ever. 

\Vhat yet remains in Jajpur attests to its 
former glory. Close to the m05que of the 17th 
century are three ancient Hindu statues of blue 
c1110rite stone. One is Indrani, and the sec()nd ic; 
the wife of Vishnu with her infant on her knee. 
The third is the most striking, and is of Chamunda 
the wife of the all destroying Siva. It is a colossal 
naked skeleton, with the skin hanging to the 
bones, and the veins and muscles standing out in 
ghastly fidelity. The figure attests to the boldness 
of the Hindu sculptor of the ancient days. 

In a gallery overlooking the bed of the river 
aTe seven images, elaborately carved, and each 
~ade of one blQck of chlorite, six feet high. Six 
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are goddesses, Kali, Indrani, Laksh'ni, Pan'ati, 
Savitri nnd Yami; and the se\'enth is ~ara~illILI. 

Close to the gallery is a temple containillg an 
image of Ganesa, and opp0site the gallery, in a wood­
,ed island in the river, is a second temple dedicated t() 
the Varaha incarnatIOn of Vishnu. But the most 
beautiful object in Jljpur is the Gortl(la Pillar, 32 
feet high, and beautifully carved out of one piece 
of stone. The figure of Garuda which ,:dorned the 
top is said to have been hurled do\\ n by the 
l\1ahol1llJledalls when they conquered the country. 
But the Malwmmedans were not tbe only des­
troyers. The ancient palace of J ajpur \\ as des­
troyed by the ofTicers of the Public vVorks Depart­
ment who used the stones to build bridges along 
the Grand Trunk Road! Many fraglllents of halls 
and temples, all built of stone, are still howe~'er to 
be found in the tOWI1, and a mile allli a half to the 

east of Jajpur a colossal figure of Padmapani, now 
called Santa Mahadeva, was dug up. It is over 17 

feet in height. 
Proceeding along the Grand Trunk Road, and 

crossing the Brahmani and then 
Brahmani and Maha- 1 M h .1" I 1 

nadi. CuLl;a(;k. t le 1 a anaul flver, t le trave -
ler at last comes to Cuttack, 

foundeo. by Nripa Kesari in the tenth century, 
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called Barabati is said to luve been built by 
Hilldu kings in the fourteenth ('entun', and it is 
stated in the Aln-I-Akbari that tht>re was within 
the fort the famous palace of Raja M ukunda 
Deva, tlille stories lw:[h. No trace of it is left now, 
and the arched gateway is all that is left of the 
fort. 

A welr over a mile long has been constructed 
across the Mahanadi for storm~ water for tIle 
supply of canals. Steamers ply between Calcutta 
and Chandbali, and from Chandb.lli passengers CJ.1l 

come to Cuttack through canals. 
Further SOl1th from Cuttack and within twenty 

miles of that town are the far-famed temples of 
Bhubaneswar and the caves of U dayaglri and 
Khandagiri, the most interestmg objects in all 
Orissa. Before the time of Asoka and eyen of 
Alexander the Great, BuddhIst missionaries pene­
trolted into Orissa and excavated rude cells in the 
rocks of Udayagin and Khanciaoziri, there to pass 
their lives in contemplation. As tlme went 011 

princes and princt:sses followed the eXclmple, and 
the remains of IMl,lces excavated out of solid rock 
attest to the greatness of fOIgotteu k1l1gs and 
queens. 
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U clayagiri is a range over a hundred feet high, 

Udayagiri. 
and the caves are excavated in 
eight stages. The lowest is 

the famous Rai Ram cave consIsting of two rows 
of cells one above the other, shaded by pIllared 
varandas wIth a court-yard cut out of the hIlI side. 
There is a remarkable (ne.w here, much delapitated 
so that portions of It only can be de~cnbed. Four 
female figures look out of doon, in one part, a 
priest and devotees appear in another, a saddle­
horse wlth attend,lIlts appear in the ~'I hird, and 
fel11ti.le figm es carrymg pitchers are seen it' the last 
portIon. 

Ganesha rave is one storied, and the frif'ze has 
the same story sculptured on it as on the Raj Rani 
cave. Hatlu-gumpha or the Elephant cave:;.. has an 
inscription of A.ira, king of Kalinga, who reigned 
some centuries before Christ, and Bag-gumpha 
or the Tlger cave is cut externally into the shape 
of a tiger's head with the jaws agape. 

The Khandagm range is somewhat higher than 

Khandagiri. 
the U dayagiri and has the fam­
ous Anallta ca\7e. There is an 

image of Buddha here in bas relief, and the frieze 
has figures bnnging offerings, or fighting with lions 
and bulls. 



As elsewhere in India, Buddl11sm declined after 
the fourth and fifth century after Christ, and the 
forms of popular Buddhist worship were assimila~ 

ted witl1 HmdUlsm whIch begdll to tloUllSh III its 
Puranic form in the sUbsequent celltune~. Sn'a 
.of Bbu\,u'leswara was the fit ~t popular god of 
the Puranie Hindus, before VIshnu or Knshlla 
supplanted him in popularity, and the early Kcsari 
kmgs of Orissa erected temples to Siva which are 
among the finest specimens of Hindu archItecture. 
Not far from the UJ'ly,~gll'i alld the Khand,~giri hills 
js Bhuvaueswara, the ancient capital of the Kesari 
kmgs, now a ·collectlOll ot magl1lncent but deserted 
temples. ?eVell thousand temples arc said to 
have, at one time, encircled the sacred lake ot 
Bhuvaneswar; and SWlle five hundred still re-

" , 
main, 'exhibiting every st.'lgc of Orissa art, U from 
the rough cOllceptions of the sIxth century, 
through the exquisite designs and ungrudging 
artistic toil of the t\veifth, to the hurried dishonest 
stucco imitations of the present day." 

It is unnecessary, and impossible within my 

Bbuvaneswar. 
lim ts to give an account of 
the numerous fine temples 

which stIll decorate tl~e plnce, all covered with 
e}abontte s('ulpture which displays the art 111 a 



llh;h stage of advancement. The Great fcmple 
however deserves a passing word. The tower is 
55 feet high, and every inch of the surface is 
covered with carvmg in the 1J1ost elaborate style. 
The "vhole of Hindu life,-life at home, hfe of 
lahollrors, and manufacturers, festivIties and re­
ligious processions, social life and rdigiolls 
worship-is pourtrayed jn imperishable stone 
in a style which fills the modt-rn Hindu \yith 
wonder and bewi1derment. The temple of Raj­
Rani has three remarkable statues executed with 
elegmlce and viguur; that of M ukteswara ;s a 

handsome httle temple with the most ele~ant 

and effective statuettes; while the temple of 
Kedareswara has a chlorite statue of Durga which 
has the finest female head of all statues in Bhuban-
eswar. 

As we have said before, Krishna supplanted 
Siva ill popularity in the later centuries all over 
India, and a dynastic cbange in Orissa marks this 
change in faith. The Ganga kings who succeeded 
the Kesari kings appear to have favoured the 
worship of VIshnu or Krishna, and sume t.hlrty miles 

Jagannath. 
to the south of Bhu\'aneswar 
stands the far-famed temple 

of ja~~\Ilnath, built in I I 98, and the most populfU" 
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place of pilgrimage to the pret.eut day. Over five 
thousand priests cater to the religious wants of 
the pilgrims, and over twenty thousand people 
of all classes are dependant, directly or indirectly 
011 Jagannath. As a specimen of arclutectum 
however, the temple ol JaganlMth is pam and 
degenerate, compared with the earlier and chaster 
structures of Bhuvaneswdr. 

Millions of Hindus have ..-isited the temple of 
Jagannath, but not many of them care to go a 
little beyond and visit the l~lr-tamed temple of 

Kanarak. 
Kanarak PU the t.ea-shore. And 
yet from the accounts WI ittcn 

of It (tor I havp not visited the pJace myself) it lS 

one of the most interesting specimens of Hindu 
architecture. Sterling 1ixes the date of it~ cons­
truction in the thirteenth century, but Fergusson, 
a higher authority on architecture, judges from 
the chaste design and execution of tl11S temple 
that it was erected in the ninth century. 

But the great tower of this temple is now a 
mass of ruins, and the porch is the only part now 
standing. The whol~ roof is excessively beauti­
ful, and Fergusson remark:, that there 1~ no roof 
in India where the same play of light and shade 
is obtained, with an equal amount of richness and 
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constru~tive propriety/nor one tbat sits so grace­
fully 011 the base that supports It. The floor is 
40 feet square; the roof slopes m" ard tIll it con· 
tracts to about 20 feet, where it ]s ceiled with one 
flat stone roof support~d by WJ'c U!{bt iron beams, 
over 20 feet lOIlg', shewing a kno\\ ledgoc of for~ing 
iron which has been lost to modern Hindus. The 
exterior says Fergusson is carved "wlth infinite 
beauty and varIety on all thdr twelve (ace~ and 
the antefixre at the angles, and blicks are used 
wIth an elegance and judgment, a true Yavana 
could hardly Ild.ve surpd~~ed." 

Such ale some vi the remams of anC-lf'nt Hindu 
architecture which the tr.1Vcller still wltn~sses 

in Orissa. India]s a land of recollectlOns, and there 
is scarcely an anCIent site of an anclent TUm which 
does not optm up a vista of anCIent history and an­
cient tradItIOlls. The Hmdu lives in these tradi­
tIOns, and cherishes these recollection::;, and be 
may well explalll of hIS native land what the poet 
has saId of Rome. 

The NIObe of natlon\;! there she' stands, 
ChJldles~ ,HId u oWJlI('~~ 10 hel vOlcele~" w')e ; 
.\n t!lllply ~lrn within hel wilhl'led handt-., 
'Vho~e hoI\' dUbl \\dlo '>( ,Itlued long .Igo. 
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The ocean hath its chart, the stars their map, 
And knowledge spreads them on her ample lap. 
Hut Ind is as a desert, where we steer 
Stumbling o'er recollections! 

45 



CHAPTER III. 

RAJASTHAN AND CENTRAL INDIA, 1885. 

JA.IPUR is a shew town in India. Though not 
so large as Calcutta or Bombay, and not so 

Jaipur. 
splendid as Delhi or Agra, it 
is gayer and brighter 1 Not 

so interesting as the anCIent Hindu cItIes of Bena­
res and Mathura, it has partaken more freely of 
the conveniences of modern hfe and civllization. 
~ot connected with heroic associations like Udai­
pur and Chitor, it is the most forward and go­
ahead town of Rajasthan. And the traveller must 
be hard to please if the gay ,md cheertul and JOY­
ous city of ]aipur, with Its past history and associa­
tions blended WIth modern Improvements and 
beauty, does not please him. 

After a visit to the fort of Bharatpur on my 
way, I came to Jaipur on the 15th of October 
1885, accompanied by an enthu!:,jastic fellow­
traveller, a companion in my travels In Europe 
and in India, a sympathising and true friend 
through the journey of life. On the next day 
we drove through the spacious city, admiring ~its 
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pink-coloured houses. lovely gardens and foun· 
tains. The Mahar,lj,l':'; palacf;> wIth its plea~ure 

grounds and gardens occupIes the mIddle of the 
city. The Chandra :\Iahal is. the centre" contain­
ing the noble Dewan i-khas and the D~\van-i-Am ; 
the Observatory is to the east of Ch,l11dra Mahal; 
and adjoining the Observatory is the Hawa-Mahal 
a fantastic and elaborate building. 

Outslde the walls is the public garden, laid 
out at a cost of four lacs o[ Rupees, and one of 
the finest gardens in. India. The MahMaja's col­
lege too is a noble illstitution, bllt stIll more in­
teresting" is the school of art 'with classes for re· 
vving various branches of anl.'ient industry like 
sculpture, metal work, enamellmg, embroidery, 
weaving &c. Jalpur jewellery and enamel-work 
and cutting and setting of garnets and other stones 
are known all over India. The water-works of 
Jaipur are also worth a visit. 

Jaipur was bUIlt by Jai Sinha II., in 1728. The 

Amber. 
more ancient capital of this 
State is. Am ber. The pictures· 

que situation of Amber at the mouth of a moun­
taia gorge has been admiled by all travellers. 
It is said to h;l\'e been a hold of the aborigines 
ill olden days, and was taken by the Rajputs in 
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1037 A.D , and was the capital of the State until 
Jmpur W<lS founded in the last century. Every 
student knows tll<lt~e Rajas of Jaipur have play­
ed an lInportanl pa~ in IndIan hIstory; and the 
great Man SlIlIl<l of Amber conquerej Bengal and 
Ollssa for the :\iog"u13, and can ied the victorious 
lMnners of Akbar to the Hll1du Kush in the west. 
~Lll1 Sll1ha's palace is at the foot of the mIl, and 
15 reflected on the lake beiow. It is a noble pIle 
of buildings WIth Its Dewan-i-Am and its apart­
ment for lacites. The S )hag Mandir, the Jai 
MandIr, the J,lsa l\fandtf and the Sukha Nivm: art~ 

lovely places whIch delight the VISItor and recall 
to hIS mmd jnterestm~ traits of Hindu royal life. 
Near the D~wan-i-Am IS a temple where a geat 
IS dmly offered to K_lli, it is said, to keep up th e 
memory of human sclcnfices performed here in 
pr;!-hi,;toric tI'Uc!3. rile im l~e is said to luve been 
brou~ht by M,tn Sinha from Bengal. 

I returned from Amb~r to JctlpUr, and nothing 
that I have ever seen has 

D.asahara Festival. 
imp.ressed me more than the 

cele'.JrcttlOl1 of the autumnal DdS'lhar:t H1 Jaipur. 
The Rajputs worship the sword on this occasion, 
and in the olden days their chivalric wars, which 
till mauy a bright pa ge in modern Hindu hi$tory 
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commenced after this si~llijk.lIlt w()rshl!). I wit­

nessed the Maharaja periorminf;!" th,~ worship, as­
sisted by his priests and 1ll1l1isters; I S lW th~ 

Maharaja going out ill ,1 procession among joyous 
and enthusiastic <T()WelS of people; and I also 
witnessed the gLtnd cll>silJ~ reVIl!W ,111Ci ft'stivitie~ 

111 an opl!n plaill 'ldjdl:llIl~ tbt: town. File w()l-ks 
and iiluminations clo"L:tI th~ scene, and as I came 
back to the city am)Jl~ tells of tbollS.lIlds of joy­
ous, enthusi(l<;tic al1ti loya.l citizens crowdll1g roulld 
their chief-the desc~ndallt of a long line of heroic 
kings who haTe mainLuned the independence 
of the Rajputs of this State throtl~h a thollS.lIlU 
years-I could to some extent n:all.7:C their loyall.Y, 
their pride, their joyousness. 

On the 20th October my friend and myself 

Ajmir. 
went to Ajmir, one of the 
capitals of the t~tllled Prithu 

Rai, the last gl-eat Hindu king of ="Jorthern India. 
The city is situated at the foot of the hill on which 
Prithu Rai built his tort and na1l1ed it Taragarh 
after his mother's name. fhere i~ a bridle path up 
this steep hill, an.d th'j \"io:.w from the top is rnagm­
ficent. The Residency is on the brink of all artifi­
cial lake constructed in the eleventh century, and 
Akbal's palace is to tlw east of the city. The 

". 



i)m gah I~ 1.l1nou:" ell HI tl1ere 'S a fine mosque of 
whIte marble he! e, bmlt by Sh,lh Jalutn. 

The SclCled lake ot Pushkar, seven mIles f10m 
AjllllT, IS knowJ) to all Hll1dus. 

Pushkar Lake. 
It IS I1J a narrow "alley over­

shadowed by fine rocky peJ.ks ; and lts shores are 
covered by temple:, hl11lt hy the fOTemost royal 
hOllses of 1n<1I,1. Bfdhma 1S suppo:;ed to have 
1 t 1 ' med ,l great s,lCnfice here, and the temple 
01 Hldhma on this l.l.ke IS said to be the (1)1" tem­
ple dedIcated to that delty 111 Incit,\. YI~ hnu and 
SIVa are more populctf deItIes, and have teulplec:;. 
everywhere. The S<lllcLIty of thIS lal~e is un­
doubtedly owmg to the tact that lt 1:' a greaL fresh. 
water lake on the sklrls of a great desert. Travel­
lers crossing the pathless desert from MuJtan, 
Jesulmir, BIkamr and other western places come 
to the ~hores of tbls lake with feehngs of grati­
tude and joy, and rehglOus emotion . .., naturally 
invest the l.tke wIth a hIgh sanctity. y./ e saw 
camels startlllg from this place to cross the desert, 
carrymg men and women with thelr packages and 
supply of food and water. 

Few places m India are more interesting and 

jodhpur 
stnkmg than. the "castled 
cr<lg" of Jodhpur. It is a steep 
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precipitous hill rising abruptlY from th~ plains, 
and bearing a crest of palaces and temples and fine 

edifi'_~es on lts top. I t is Oile 01 those n,ttur,t1 

hill-forts of Indi'l, like (Jw,tliar and like Cilitor, 
which have become fll1Wlb ill the! ann'lls of Indian 
warfare; oll1d the enemy ins nttcn w,tsted. a C.ltll­

paign ill trying to take su:'h all 1111?rc~nal)J(! tort 
defended by brave and desper,lte men. 

But Jodhpur is mure tll.lll a striklnz Itill-fo:-t ; 

it has be!eD the cLlpital oC th(! bnld and UIlC(HI(JU~r-t 

ed Rathores for ~~everal centuries. J odh Ran 
made it the SC,tt l)f governmcnt in the filteenth. 
century, a princess of this hou~c marned .-\ khar ill 
the sixteenth ('~ntury, and J,[s\Y,mt ~lllha of JtHlh­
pur took an impurtd.llt sh,lre in the ,,",[rs of tlw 

seventecnth century. Our reader=, will remelub;:r 
the b'raye resistanc(! he made a~,l1ll~t Aurang7.ch 
~nd Murad ·who were coming- frum the south to 
wrest the empire frolU tht!ir t",\.lh~r. j<lsw,mt was 
beaten after a heroic resistanc:! anrt retreated to 
Jodhpur, but his more heroic queen shut the castle 
g,ltes against the worsted chief, dcci,trlllg" that a 
true wcllTiar, wins or f,llls in battle, but does not 
retreat from the field ! 

The city is built at the foot (If the 11111, hut the 
fort ::;tands tlp boldly on the rock, 300 teet ,tbOIlC 
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the city and pl<tm, and presenting a magnificent 
appearance. The old palaces wilL1 their courtyards 
withm courtyards, their Llttice windows and beauti­
ful architecture, are rull of in tcrest. The way 
to thes::! pabces winds up the rock, and is lined 
with shops alld dVi"clIi,lgS, and ("lmels slowly wind 
up this way "with their supply of water from the 
tanks belo"'. The Pddma S<lgar, the Rani Sagar~ 
the Clubb S 19,1r and other tanks fUi nisI. water to 
this city of the dcsv-t. 

The tra\'elkr in Raiputana llev~r f,tib to visit 

Abu. 
the Llr-i.unell temples of Abu. 
From the railway station we 

Nent up by a wmlil!lg mad to the hill station, 
4,000 fe('t 111gh, and OIJ not re,lch there till after 
dark. This wa::. the first hill station I vIsited, and 
as we rode up the steep path in the IJght of the 
e'>ening, We looked down on deep gJrges and 
magnificent woods b-::low, and admired *he higl:l 
precipices above tis. There is a lake in this hill­
statioll, and the Ci"<l~ surrounding this sheet of 
W,lter are picture::.que. 

Tlle Diiwara temples at Abu ale the pride of 
Jaina architectnre 111 India. The more modern 
temple "was bUllt by the brothers Tejpala and 
Val:olUpa1.1o-.:twecn 1197 and 1217 A..D .... .a.wi ,!.:') .. 



liambles in ,btdla 

Abu Temple 



JlAJ -\STHAX" A ~D CFNTkAl. IX"DI \ 

nll(lute delicacy of carving," says Fergusson, "and 
beauty of detail stanJs almost unrivctllcd e\'cn in 
the land of patIent and lavIsh labour." The older 
temple was built by auother j,tin merchaIH VlIllala 
Sah abo.ut 1032 A. D., ami IS "simpler a;ld bolder, 
though still as elaborate 3S go oJ t lste would allow 
1I1 any purely arcllltectural Object." 

About two or three mIles from the Dilwara 
temples are the temples 01 Achil(,!"<u h. A~ we rode 
to this place over the rocky 1).1tl1, the view of the 
valley below was l1la~nificent. A finer sIte could 
not have been chosen for temples, and jf the 
Achllgarh temples lack the SI.lC and fil11sh of the 
Dilwara temples, they have an aIr of antiquity, 
solidity and repose which make them qUIte as 
interesting. 

After thus visiting Jaipur and Ajmir, Jodhpur 
and Abu, we at last came to the most fam':>l1s 
spot of the far-famed Rajasthan, - the hill-fort of 
Chitor! History loves to dwell on the great 

Cbitor. 
deeds which have sanctIfied 
this spot, legends and songs 

cling round this ancient capital of the Ranas of the 
Solar Race, tradition hands down to us the heroism 
of the chiefs in many a battle and lllany a historic 
siege, and poetl y and drdma immort,dize the devo-
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tion alHl determination of the m1.icis anci mltrons 
of Chilor who noblv perished 011 the pyre, when 
the ('hlefs fell 1Il b,lltle, and all W,l::' lost, save 
hUllour! 

Surnng IT'lelrlOr.e~ are connected with the 
lla11le~ 0;- Pad1111111 and the great Lakshman Sinh(t, 
WiLl nobly but vcunly defended thIs fort a~a1\lst 

Allau him KIlll]]. A blaze of glory still Illumines 
the n line of R,lIla S'lIl~.l who· tOl\~ht WIth Baber 
tile Em )~'l or of Indlcl 111 the memorable field of 
F'ltehpur SIkri. Alld lofty a~<"'OCldtl()llS s::1.l1ctify the 
1tte-~,)!l~ LLl>oul-S Of Pratap Smha, who defended 
the la~t relics of Rcljput independence a~ainst the 
COllquermg arOlS of Akbar. 

The abrupt lnll crowned by the fort of Chitor 
is 500 feet above the surrounding plams, and :s 
over three mIles in length. The steep sides are 
clad WIth jungle, and the summit is covered with 
the ruins of palaces and temples. There is anI\' one 
'way leading up to this rock, and it is defended by 
seven monumental gates. No wonder sllch a steep 
hill-fort, when dt>fended by brave men, was im­
pregnable until water and provisiorJR f.dled. 

The old Kit ti SLambha is one of the oldest 
Jain edIfices, standin~ out 80 feet hig-h, on the 
eastern rampart. An inscription which once ex~ 
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h.umbhu's J..L)a ~tambha -Chltor. 
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isted at Its base gives its date as 896 A.D.; it is 
dedicated to A<linatha one of the Jaina Tirth-. , 
ankaras, and is adorned with sculptures and mould-
mgs from the has~ to the summIt. It con~i:;ts of 
seven stories wIth a narrow .;;taircase leading to the 
top. More III Hiern and more m.l~11l1ic;ent is the 
Jaya Stambh.l of R,lna Kumbhu. it commemo­
rates Kllmbhu's victory over the king of 1\1dl\",l 

in 1..j.39 A.D., and IS, as Ferg-lISS011 stdte>S "a Pillar 
of VIctory like that of Traj<lIl at Rome, but of 
iniinitely better Ll.sle as an archltectur,tl object." 
It has rune slunes, eLl.eh of whIch IS dIstInctly 
lllarkeci 011 the ol1tslde. A stair 111 the centle leads 
to .... (1('11 slory, the tW) u:)per ones bel11g open, and 
Ulore orn,ll11ented thau thosp' below. It IS 30 fe.!t 
"vide at the b,lse and l1lore than 120 feet 111gh, the 
whol($ being covered with orn<unents and sculp­
tu:-es. 

The palace of Rana Kumbhu near the eastern 
rampart IS a fine example of Rajput architecture; 
but Y9,ore interestmg to the student and traveller .. ' 
lS the older palace of Rana Blum SlllIM, and that 
of his queen Pctdmini overlool:.ing a large and 
beautiful lake. The fame of Padmini lIves in 
history and in song, ber beuutr was the glory of 
Chitor and the cause of its invasion and fall 1 
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)JUl11erOU5 other edifices and tem!)les, many of 
them in nnns, attract the attent ,)11 of tourists, and . . 
recdll to his mind sLlrrin~ scenes which lend a 
h,llo of glory to this deserted fort. The pla<.:e 
where Rdjput WOl11:::n perIshed 011 the pyre more 

than once to save their honour is still pointed 
out to the CUriOUS visitor. 

U(Llipur, the modern c.1pital of Mewar is con­
nected wIth C'hltor by a good roaci; ~llHl I sh.tll 
aJ\Y.lYs rC!!;lct lhat I was compelled to lc,lve Raja­
sthan wIthout ~eel1l~ this marvellou"ly pIcturesque 
place. Thu:"e who have seen Udaipur :;;ay that 
it is dlIJi::ult to conceIve anything mort:. lovely 
th,m the bea.uty of this city, "when tl1e early sun 

lt~hts up the marble of the water palaces, with 
the d,lrk water beyond, and the still darker back­
ground of the hills." 

If Chitor lS perhaps the most famed spot in 

Ujjain. 
modern IndIan history, Ujjain 
or Ojein is one of the most 

fa.mous in ancient- Indian history. For centuries 
before the CIHIstmn era it was the capital of 
Mdlwa, and As:>ka the Great is s;ud to have ruled 
here as a Viceroy when his father was the 
Emperor of Northern India, and ruled in Patali­
putr.l or P.rtna. Lat~r all, Ojein was the capital of 
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Vlkrama(litya the Great, and poetry and learnlllg 
have shed a lustre on his name whIch has only glow­
ed brighter in the gloom of succeedin~ ages. It is 
difficult for a Hindu, eYen in these matter of fact 
days, to 'walk thr Hl5-;h the bazurs and stony streets 
and dark lanes of the ancient city ""ithout recall­
mg to mind the glory of Vikrama's court, and the 
creations of Kali(lasa's genius! 

The traveller \yho \'lsits Ojein and desires to 
recall its past days WIll find the ancient Hindu 
drama Mrichchhakati 1110st interestinR and instruc­
tive. He will find in that play a realistic de~­

cription of this town in its ancient days, of its 
people anLl their ways and manners, of Its police 
and its court of justice, of Its manufactures and 
arts, of its buildings and suburban gardens, alJd 
even of its gambling houses, its grog shops, and 
its courtesans. 

Probably a few centuries after the time when 
this drama was written, Ojein \vas visited by the 
famous traveller Houen Tsang. HTwo countries," 
says Houen Tsang, "'are remarkable for the great 
learning of the people,-Malava on the south. 
west, and Magadha on the north-east." This 
was in the sevelJth century when the memories 
of Vlkramadltya aod of Kalidasa were still fresh 



in the land. But fcur centuries later, even after 
the invasions of Mahmud, M<lhva still remained 
the seat of learning. And we learn from the pages 
of Alberuni that the enh~htened Bhojadeva ruled 
for nearly sixty years (A.D., 997 to 1053) and 
revived in his capital at Dhara the memories of 
the reign of Vlkranmditya. 

After the cOl1quo..'!st of Northern India by 
the Mahomedans at the close of the twelfth 
century, the Hmuus kept up thmr struz~le for 
independence at Ojein. Ferishta tell., us that, 
Ojein and the whole of Malwa were fillally 
conquered by the Mahomedans in the time of 
Allauddin Khllji. Subsequently Malwa necame 
an independent l\bhommedan kmgclom, and the 
seat of government was removed to Mandu. The 
province was once more united to Delhi by the 
great Akbar, but with the decay of the Mogul 
power it passed under the rule of the Mahrattas.. 
The Silldm House ruled in Ojem nntil 1810 A.D., 
when Daulat Rao 5mdia removed the seat of 
government to the hill-fort of GwahOf. 

In Ojein I visited the Mahakala temple, pro­
bably located on the same site where stood the 
great temple which Kalidasa describes in his Cloud .. 
Messenger. And I passed the afternoon in walk-
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jng through the Tough paved and narrow streets of 
this ancient city. The people are simple and open 
and demonstrative in their nature, light-hearted. 
and joyous, lIke the' people of most Native States 
that I have visited; and tllt~y give one a pleasinJ?; 
impression of the natural candour and simplIcity 
of the Hindu character. The bazar wa~ thronged 
with people, the houses were in the quaint old 
Hindu style, and the memories of a past age still 
lingered in the precincts of this ancient seat of 
Hindu learning. Jai Smha's Observatory IS at the 
south end of the city, and th.e CIty marks the first 
meridian of Hindu geo£{raphers. The dassie 
stream of Sipra flows by Ojein, and falls into the 
Chambal after a total course of 120 miles. 

Our ancient poets' description of thIS ancient 
city will interest our readers. 

What though to northern clime" trY IOlll ney l,tY, 
Consent to tr,\Lk .\ ~hortty devIOUS \Y,I),-

To fa.ir UJJa\Ri'!:> {ldJaccs and pride, 

And beauteous daughtc. 'i turn awhile ,{'ilde ; 

Those Iightnmg eyes, tho'>e hehtOlng looks llll"ccn, 

Da.rk are thy day!>, and thou In "<I.'n hast becn ! 
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How widc the p,-ospect sprealis,--tnOlllltain and rock, 
Towns \'i!lages and woods and glitterillg- stl-ealllS ! 
Thel-e whcI'c the Pal'a and the Sindhu wind, 
Thc towc'rs and tcmples, pinacles and gates 
,'\nd spires orParl!na\'ati, like a cit\, 
Prccipitat('d (1'0111 the skies, appc';u:, 
In\'cncd in the pll1-,~ translucL'llt wa\-c 

HUAVABJltTTI. (WIl.SOX't-o 7",zIlSlrtitlll.) 

I have said Defore that the seat of government 
was removed from Ojein to Gwalior i)y Daulat 
RHO Sindia, early in the present century. And an 
account ofGwali(}1', which I visited sever;ll years 
after 1 visited Ojdn, shuuld therefore find a place 

here. 
But although Gwalior is the modern capital of 

Sindia, it is by no means a modern place. Its his­
tory goes back fourteen centuries, and its temp1es 
are among the most beautiful specimens of anc'ient 
Hindu architectUl'c that can be found in any part' 
of India. 

The early histOl}' of Gwalior is connected with 

Gwalior, 
the deeds of Toramana the TC­

nowned chief wh0 fought 
against the Gupta emperors of Kanouj 1ll the. 
fifth century after Christ. After the decline of the 
Guptas, the Kachhwaha Rajputs fou1Ided an inde­
pendent kingdom at Gwalior, and were succeeded 
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by the Parihara Rajputs who ruled until the Afgan 
emperor Altamsh captured Gwalior in 1232. 

The Hindus of Gwaliur a~ain became inde­
pendent under the' Tumar dvnastv in 1375, and 
111 the following century Dllngar Sinha and Kirti 
Smha of this dynasty executed those great rock 
sculptures which travellers still behold with wonder. 
Man Sinha another prince' of this dynasty built his 
great palace in the sixteenth century, and it is 
one of the finest speCImens of Hmdu domestic 
architecture. 

Baber conquered Gwalior from the Hindus, 
but on the decline of the Moguls, the Hindus 
under BhiUl Sinha reconquered it in 176 [. About 
twenty years after it came under tl,e House of 
Sindia, and it is now the capital of that Maluatta. 
dynasty. 

The hill-fort of GwalioT is one of the finest in 
India. It is an isolated hill which rises preci­
petously, 300 feet from the surrounding plains and 
is over a mile long. The ancient palaces and 
temples and fort are bUIlt on this abrupt hill. 
I went up the hill on an elephant by the wlI1d­
ing northern entrance, defpnded by six gates. 
Man Sinha's palace is the tirst object of interest, 
but the famed temples of GwaJior nre more an-
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dent and more interesting. TLe Teli·ka-Mandir 
dates from the tenth century and is a massive 
and lofty building, covered with sculptures. The 
Sahasrabahu temple is also an ancient temple and 
is said to have been erected by Raja Mahipal in 
the eleventh century. The Jain temple is more 
recent, and the other temples are of less Import­
anee. The rock sculptures, fi~ures of Buddha 
and of Jaina saints can'ed out of solid rock on the 
walls of the preclpitoug hill, have beeil alluded 
to before. The image of Adinath is OIle of the 
biz~est. The Iconuclastic spIrit of the M ahom­
medans has left its mark in Gwalior. "Alamgir" 
says Major Keith, "did his work with an unparal­
leled amount of diligence; for amidst hunareds 
of sculptures both inside and outside the fortress 
from that of the colossal Adinath in the U rwahi, 
down tG the smallest head, not one escaped muti­
lation." 

Indore is the capital of Holkar as Gwalior is 
the capital of Sindia, but it is 
a modern town, and has not 

the same interest for' the traveller and the 
antiquarian. The fame of Ahalya Bai who made 
Indore what it is, is known all over India, and tbe 
wisdom with which she administered the state 

Indore. 
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for tbirly years has been inherited by her succes­
sors. Holkar's doml11ions are among the most 
carefully adlnIlllstered NatIve States 111 IndIa. 

Few flvers 111 Indict are more ,vlld and pictur­
esque than the Narbadda river, and few spots on 
the Narbadd(l nver are more wlld and pIcturesque 
than the far-t<lmeJ spot where the great temple 
of Omkarji is built. The temple stands on an 
island in the rIver nearly a sqture mIle in extent" 

and called the island of Man-
Mandhata. 

dhata, and the ro,'k., on both 
sides of the river are bold and picturesque. 

The Raja Mandhata who 15 the heredItary custo­
dIan of the temples is a Bhilala, and claims descent 
from the Chohan Bharat Sinha who conquered 
this place in the twelfth century. The old tem­
ples nave sutfcm:ld frolll the hands of the Mahom­
medans who overturned every dome and mutilat­
ed every figure. The oldest temple is that on the 
Blrkhala rocks at the east end, and consists of a 
courtyard, with a veranda and colonnades sup­
ported by massive pillars boldly carved. And 011 

the top of the hm are the ruins of a very fine tem­
ple to Siddeswara Mahadeva. 

All the temples on the island are dedicated to 
Siva, but on the north bank of the Narbadda river 



there are some old temples belonging to Vishnti, 
and a ,group of Jain temples A great fair is held 
at Omkarji at the end of October, and the Brah­
mans of Mandhata anxiously expect the time when 
tile sanctity of the G.lIlges will expire, and '.vill 
be transferred to the Narbadda. 

I will not prolong the story of my travels in 
Central India by an account ofJabbalpur and of the 

]abbaJpur. 
Marble Rocks which must of 
my readers have seen. The 

precipitous marble cliffs through which the tleep 
(tnd limpid Narbatlda rolls in her beauty~ and the 
,cascatle nearly a mile beyontl the barrier rocks. 
are llot easily forgotten after they have once been 
visited. Jabbalpur is a modern town weil laid 
out. and well kept; and a rock not far from this 
town, called Madan Mahal, is pointed out as the 
spot where the heroic queen Durgavati made her 
stand against the overwhelming forces of Akbar. 
The annals of Central India are connected with 
nuny legen~s about the struggles of the Hindus 
against Moslem invasions and conquests, but none 
of these legends are more stirring and wonderful 
than those of D.trgavati the heroic queen of Gond4 
wana. 
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A
CC()~l P.\~ lED b~· Jll~r enthu31astic fellO\'·t­

tr,lveller I left l~<l wal Pinell, on the rail­
way 11l1c, OIL the 25th Septemi.wr 1892, and drove 
up to :\1 urrce, one of the fillcst hill-statIons in the 
Punjab, alJd 7,000 feet auove the level of the 
sea. A road has been constructed from this 
place to the Vale of Kashmir, and comfortable 
Dale Bungalows have been erecLed at conveni­
ent distances, and the journey from M urree to 
Kash'lnir can be performed in tong-as in two or 
three days. The whole of this route lies along 
the Jhelum river which flows out of the Kashmir 
valley alld descends through wild and romantic 
gorges into the plains of India. 

We left 1\1 urree on the 27th after an early 

Murree. 
iJreakfast, and descended from 
that hill-station, (7,000 feet), 

to the Jhelum river whicb is only 2,000 feet above 
the sea level. We crossed the river at Kohala. 



50-mel. 
and passeil the night in the 
Bungalow at Do-mel. It is a 

lovely spot; high mountains close the view on an 
sides. and the mountain stream Jhelum receives 
the waters of a sistel-strearn Kishenganga, (hence 
the name Du-mel), and rolls over its stony bed 
in wild beauty. The moon glimmered over the 
wild waters and the picturesque scene around, 
and we loitered long on this enchanting "pot before 
we retired for the night. 

Thcj next day, our path gradually ascended 
(from 2,000 'feet to 4,000 feet) along the Jhelum 
river, I and 111 some places ran through gorges uf 
bewitching wildness and beauty. Precipitous rocks 
rose on hbth sldes of the river in wild majesty, 
and the blue waters of the jhe]um clattered over 
its rocky. bed m its resistless course. In the 
evening we took shelter again in a Bungalo'w, and 
made ourselves comfortable. 

The next day we ascended another thousand 
feet (4,000 feet to 5,000 feet) in a drive of four 
hours, passed through some beautIful pine for­

Baramula. 
ests, and ahout mid-day reach­
ed Baramula where the wild 

mountain gorges open out into tIle far-famed' 
Vale of Kashmir. 
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Who has not heard of the Vale of C'lshmere, 
With it'> r()~e$ the brigbte~t that earth eve~' gave, 

Its temples alld qrotto,> and jOllllldill'> .1" dear 
As the love,lighted ey\:!;, that hang (J'el theil' ".n't', 

And yet one forms a mistaken idea of this 
ya1ley if he thinks It to be a w11<1 C'olllltry. It 
lS a slJ<lcious valley, and not wild mOlllltain countl y 
illw Wh.lt we passed through in Ollr journey fro III 
M urree. It is ~t level ferUle country \\'ith rio,ers 
and lakes and cultIvated fields anti vjlla~e~, slIr­

p)unded by a ring of 11l~h mountains coven:d 
Willl snow duril1g lllore thc.l1l half the ~"ear. JII1Cl­
gine a level and fertile Bengal DJstnct with its 
villages and cultivated fields, lilted from the plains 
tE> a height of 5,000 feet, and placed wiLhin a ring of 
snow-covered mountains! The valley is 30 or 40 
miles broad and nearly 100 miles lung, and has 
been described as an ""emerald set in pearls:' But 
the ememld is the green and fertile country dotted 
with beautiful lakes, and the pearls are the sur­
rounding mountains and peaks covered with SIlOW ! 

The whole of this level vglley must have bet:u 
one va.st lake in some past gt:ological age, sur­
rounded on aU sides by the eternal mouutaiuiJ. 
But the waters have receded and moilt u-l the val 



68 

1ey is cultivable alluvial land with some lal~es 

here and there, like t~le \\T oolar Lake, the Manasbal 
Lake, and the Dal Lake. The til5t named lake 1S 
a mighty sheet of. water and is dangerous in 
rough weather. In calm weat ler it is lovely in 
its placid beauty, and the traveller crossing it in 
a boat loses sight of land on all sides, and sees 
nothing :tround him but the wide expanse of glassy 
water fr.nned by the eternal mountains. He might 
almm;t imagine it to be a vast mirror, framed hy 
rocks and lofty mountallls, in which the lovely 
Villa and her beauteous damst!ls love to see their 
cc1estit\1 faces in the' 1001~eliness of these ~ecluded 

heights 1 
We left Baramula in a boat and went up the 

Jhelum which is navigable ill its entire couril$ 
through this valtey. We stopped at Supur at mght, 
and the next morning we tned one hand at fishing 
and shooting with poor results. For the much 
coveted mahscl'Y fish had already left this high 
latillld0 for the plains at the first approach of the 
culd seasun. and the ducks had not come fro~ 
the higher latitudes yet, as the WInter had not 
yet set in. So we lelt Supur at 10 A. M. and 
reached Srinagar~ the capital of Kasbmir, in Ule 
afternoon, 
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Srinagar is a quaint old town nlong both 
banks of the Jhelum river 

Srinagar. 
which IS spannt:d by senm 

quaint old wooden bridges. The houses are of 
stone and bricks and wood, and look generally 
ulltidy, but the finer houses ate elegant, and ele. 
gant Kashmiri venmdas look out 011 the river. 
The ghats on both sides of the river swarm with 
men and women and children, and one sees a 
great deal of life in going up the river from one 
end of the town to the other. The people are 
very handsome and ruddy in their complexioll~ 
but dirty in their costume, and they wear one 
long coat of wool or cotton whIch they never 
seem to change. Arri\ ing at the other end of 
the town we stepped out of our boat and were 
warmly welcomed by our kind and genial host iB 
his comfortable house. 

During a stay of about a week in Srinagar we 
S(l.W a good deal of tbe city, its shops and bazars­
and busy life. its fine walks and lovely Chinar 
avenues, the neighbouring lake and the surrounding 
\lills. The. Maharaja was then in Srinagar, an4 
he is idolized by his people. We vIsited 1115 palace, 
ilDQ. aJ~ $(>JUe Qf the w~l-knQwn temples and 
IQOsqw;$. ·J]u~. Olinutacture of shHwli iii dfl:cliniul-
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but is interesting even now; while the manufaCture 
of cheaper woolen things like carpets, rugs. screens 
and cloths still flourIshes. The Kashn;erians are 
real artists ~n manufacturing sil \"t~r and copper 
articles and ill paillting 011 woo,], and hundreds of 
travellers return from Kashmir every year with 
some specimens of the art of this country. 

As in Venice, you go almost everywhere by 
baat, and we enjoyed our evening trips to the Dal 
lake,.l lovely sheet of water reflectillg' on its bosom 
the lleighbourmg hills. And here I am tempted 
,to qUote from :\1 r. George Curzon's graf,hic des­
Cription of thIS beautilull,lke. ".:\'0 yjslto; to Sri­
n<l"ar noes a wav Without (l!veruIlJU 110m the river :.., t'\.... ~ ...., 

by ont: of the l.lLeral callais and spellding' a l]\Orn-
ing in IllS buat In turrowing the glassy surface of 
the D,d L,d~e, 111llnedmtely behind the city, and In 

inspectlllg the pleasure-gardens and pavilions 
around its shores that were erected tor the diver­
sion or the dalliance of the Mogul Sovereigns. 
The fiodtmg gardens of the lake are famous-great 
lotus leaves and water lilies quiver idly upon the 
ptllu~id surface" wild fowl of every description 
dart 111 and out of tbe rushes, and kingfishers flash 
ijk~ strc,lks of blue flame amid the trees. Perhaps 
pur de~tlllatioll is tbe ~asim Bagh or Garden of 
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Soft Breezes, or the Nishat Bagh or Garden of Bliss, 
or the Shalimar Bagh--the two latter, the creation 
of the Emperor Jehangir nearly three centuries 
gone by. There thp water still descends from 
terrace to terrace and ripI'}ps in deftly-constructed 
cascades; it still spurts 1rom the Mogul fountains 
and splashes in the decaying and desert<::d pools. 
The gardens, once so triIll and neat, thout!"h little 
tended, are stIll bright wIth flower!:>. In the pavi~ 
lions that are built above the waters one may lie 
at ease on the yery spot where the Emperors and 
their Sultanas played and quarrelled and were reo 
conciled .. The eye wanders over the terraces and 
cascades and pools and acros"> the blue levels of 
the lake. to where the Takht-1-Suleiman and the 
Hari Pclrhat, hke 1\\'0 ~rim sentinels, keep watch at 
the gates of the .invisIble citv at their feet, and at 
such a moment and from thig agreeable dl<::tance 

the beauty of Stmuggur becomes crystalliz<;d into 
a positi\'e sensation." 

Kashmir has a hIstory of its own, as everyone 
knows, and Buddhism found its way jnto this 
secluded reg-ion before the Chri~tlall er.t. At last 
the great Kamshka geea.nlt: the ruler of tbG· land, 
established Buddhism Qn a filll1 basIs, founded the 
Saka era which nJllf from 78 A. D., and spread 
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ill!:> empIre from K(lsh~d.r and Yarkand in the nOt'th 
to GUJrat m the south. HIs succe&sors sometimes 
leaned towctrds Buddillsm and sometimes towards 
orthodox HmdUlsm, but the two rehglOl1S existed 
side by side for a thousand years ill Kashmir, as 
elsewhc-re m IndIa, The renowned Mlhirakula IS 

scud to have been a p-reat p'!rsecutor of Buddhists, 
whIle one ot hIs successors Meghavahana is smd 
to have been 1I1ci1l1etl 111 favour of that religIOn. 
BJth were great conquerors and are said to have 
gone fOlth on conquermg e'CpedltlOnS as far as the 
Karnatlc and Ceylon. 

About five centuries after Kamshka, Vikloilm· 
aditya the Great ruled 111 Ojein, and he helped IllS 

favourit~ Matrigupta to the throne of KashmJr. 
The succeedlilg reigns are uneventful until we 
come to the feIgn of Lahtadltya, who spread Ius 
conquests as far as Kanouj early 111 the eighth cen· 
tury, and 1..>rought from that CIty the renowned 
poet Bhavabhutl the greatest dramatic poet of 
lndu atter K tl)(.la~,l, The powerful Jayaplra ruled 
later on III tIll:' century; he marned a Bengali 
pi mces"? of the name of Kalyanadevi, and be collect. 
ed PdtauJ..llI's M.lhabh;\sya, the Great Commentary 
011 P.tnml. One of 111S Su~es50rs Avanuvarman 
founded a new capltdlm the following century. 
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In the eleventh century the great Mahmud of 
Ghazni vainly tried to penetrate into this dlffi,~ult 
counlry, and when Muhammad Glwli at last des­
troyed Hindu indepcll,lc-l1ce in ~ 01 them India, tbe 
position of K lshmll· enahtec.1 her to maintain her 
independence. At last an ohscure Mahol11llledall 
chief conquered the CllUlltry ill the I 5th century, and 
his successors forced the entire population to eIll­
brace the Mahol11111cdan religion. To this day, the 
entire population, of Kashmir, except the handful of 
Brahmans or "Pan(iits" as they are called, are 
Mahommedans. But they are soft and timid in 
their nature, and the greatest harmony and good 
feeling exist between the general popUlation which 
is Mahommedan, and the rulers and the upper 
-classes who are Hindus. In the sixteenth century 
the great Akbar annexed this Mahommedan king­
dom to his empire, and Kashmir became then. 
the summer resort of the Mugul emperors, and 
was beautified by those lovely Bags or imperial 
gardens which are admired by travellers to this 
day. 

Such is briefly the history of this interesting 
COUll try, and the ruins of her ancient c;vilization 
and architecture are among tile most superh in 
India. All the great capitals which rose in succes-
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sive ages were naturalIv Jocat.~d on the Jhelum 
river, and go1Og up from Snnagar to Islamabad by 
that river, one visits all the most interestmg ruins .. 
A brief account is gIven below. 

(I) The Takt-i-Salanall is a lofty hill, J ,000 feet. 
hIgh, near Srinagar town, and on its peak is lofti­
ly sItuated the oldf!st temp1e in Kashmir of which 

Temples. 
any remams can be found. It 
wa~ built in tbe tl1Ird century 

B.C. by Jalauka a BLlddhlst kmg. It is raised 011 

an octa~on,ll base, and Its intenor is cIrcular, 14 ft. 
111 diameter, enclosed 10 masmve stone walls eight 
feet III thickness. On these walls rost" at one time 
n lofty tower; but that has lon~ Slllce dlsap~ared, 

and a flat bricli roof has been built instead. E¥,n 
thus changed, the edIfice looks an imposing struc­
ture, and can be seen from a dIstance of ten miles 
or more. Modern Hindus call it &i.llkaracharya t 

probao.ly because the faith of SIva and Lil1ga-wor~ 
ship have now replaced the Buddhist faith in that 
temple. The Mahomedans used it as a mosque 
during their rule in Kashmir. 

(2) Pandrala'lJ is the name of a small village a 
few mIles up the river from Srinaga,. Here too i5 
Rn ancient Buddhist temple of the third century 
B.C., which is still entIre. It was in the cen.tre of 
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a ~malrIake or tank, but the land here has risen 
many feet within the last 2,000 years, probably by 
the deposit of the silt of the Jhelum ri\rer, and so 
the water of the tank now flows over the floor of 
the temple, and the walls (J[ the temple emerge 
from the water. rhe Slone ceilin~ has cJ.rved figures 
of nymphs holding garlands. It]S said t11<1t other 
temples and Buddh]st works and Images t!xisted 
bere in the olden times, but wert! burnl down and 
demolished by AbhlmallYu, a Hilldu klllg-, llOSlli·;: 

to Buddhism. A supposed tooth of Buddha \ViIS 

taken away from thIS place by a k1l1~ 01 K,ulU\1J, 
about 630 A.D. 

(3) On the morning of the 8th October \"e 
came to Avalltipur, named after AV<1nti Varman who 
was king of Kashmir in the ninth century. Avanti .. 
pur \vas then the capital of the kmgdom and was 
a walled town extending over both sides of the 
Jhelum. Nothing exists now except an insignI­
ficant village~ and the ruins of two imposing tem­
ples. The roofless gatewa\'s of l1l:lSS1Ve stonu still 
stand erect, but the temples have fallen, or have 
been thrown down by Moslem rulers, and form 
lofty mounds 'IOf stones. Each temple had a qu.ld­
rangle with a colonnade all round, As the ground 
has risen many feet, probably by the actlOll ot tbe 
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river, the base ot the pill<irs is now under the 
ground. Portions of lofty monolith pIllars stand 
out from this pedestal, and remains of the sur­
rounding clO1~ters al e Sllll vIsIble. NIches are 
carved in the gateways, but the images 01 gods 
scnl ptured in these lUches are no longer t hel e,. 
they helVC bCl;;.n carefully lmocked off by Mahol11-
mcdem 1 UkI s. The m<13~lve stones of V.llICh these 
lolty templt::" welC buIlt, ~ome of them 40 inches 
1Il depth ,lnd :"t!'veral feet m length and bleadth,. 
slnke the modern ellglneer w1th ~urpllse. And III 
spIte l)\ all that tIme and Moslem blgot;y have 
done, the stel1\\,llt gclteways, the mcl~t>i\e ruins, 
and the Impo:"mg renUlIlS ot the surroundmg colon­
n,l(.le.., 01 thc~e temples are among the noLIest 
specllnens of the colos:"al arcllltecture of the Hin .. 
dUB over a thou~,l11d years ago. 

(4) On the iollowmg morning we reached Bij 
Blhara or Vl<iya BJil,U, an ancient BuJdlmit mon",. 
astery of the thIrd celllury B.C. N Qthing of the 
mOltastcIY 1S lett now. Tile old temple of tIll& 

pl.lce W.lS thrown down by th~ MahoOlI]led,lll ruler 
Slkandar who b1111t a mosque out of Its stones. 
Mc\haraja Golab Slllg in his tUlU knocked down 
the ulO~que and has built a new Hmdu temple of 
t11C s.llne ~tone:. One sll1gie pIece ot stone, saId 



KASIDIIR. 77 

to have belonged to the old temple, is still pointed 
out to visitors. It is of enormous size and depth, 
and is hollowed out like a modern bath, and Its 
huge dimensions have probably prevented its being 
removed from its site. 

(5) But the crowning glory of Kashmir, and 
of ancient Hindu architecture is the temple of 
Martand near Islamabad. HAs an lsolated ruin" 
says the French traveller Vigne, "this deserves on 
account of its solitary and massive grandeur to be 
ranked not only as the first ruin of the kind in 
Kashmir, but as one of the nolJlest amongst the 
architectural relics of antiquity that are to be seen 
in any country, -a leading specimen of a gigantlc 
style of archItecture that has decdyed with the re­
ligion it was intended to cheri~h, and with the 
pros·perity of the country it adorned." 

The still stalwart and. imposing ~ateway, the 
massive ruins of the main building, the remams of 
the superb colonnade surrounding a large q uad­
Tangle, all standing in a lonely site on a high 
plateau, strike the vi~itor with admiration and 
awe ; and the mealJs by w hieh the immense 
masses of stones, sull visible ~tmong the ruins, were 
raised to thelr present positIOn is still an ul1!:lolved 
prOblem to engineers. 
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The date of this temple IS said to lie between 
300 and 500 A.D. 

J cannot close Illy account of K,lShmir without 

Gardens. 
saylllg a few words about 
those Bag5 or imperjal gar­

<lens which bcautlfy this lovely valley~ Three such 
B,l.!{s, the Sl1ahmM, the Naslm and the Nlshat 
ale 011 the bJ.llk::> of the Ddl l.lkc ncar Sr11lagar 
trown, and the poet Moore has ll11mortahzed the 
.first. as the pl.lCt; \dH!rc the EmpclOr Jahanglr 
W.lS reconclleJ to 1115 q ueCll N ur J allan. Some 
}.M:"s.l~es I quote below: -

Th It c\ ellln~ (tIU ... lll1!..'; lllat hl~ ""HI 
l\11~!Jl be,JlolJl Ii llllllill~ IUI(, lelll~l'd 

hI 11111 th, by 1l1ll ... 1C .IlIJ the bOlll) 
J Il~ Jllll'clJ.d ~~ llln held .i fe.l.,t 

In hi ... llllglllhcent ~h..tIIllMt, 
111 IIhu"'l .,.lloons whcn the filst !>tal 
01 Clt'lllllg o'er thc lIatel<; trembled 
!"lit \ ,dlc.) 'I> lovehc<;t ..til <1!>!ll"mblcd; 
.\t1lhc llln~hl Cll',llUICS th.lt II1,e (he,lm", 

(.ltdl- till ollgh Il ... foll.lgC ..tnd dllflk bc:uu!> 
01 I.ll ... 1lI1 Y II urn It<- fount-. ,lilt! <;ll C.l ms 

ThL'1 e too the I l.lI.lDl ~ 1I1mate!> Sill lie ;-
:\1 lid" 11 om the west, wIth sun blight h,ut • 

.'\l1d It Olll the g 1I til 11 of t h(" 1\' lie, 

J)e ttl.ltl' /I., till 111 ... <.',> t h .... rc 
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Daughters of love from Cypl \IS' ro('ks 
With Paphi,tn diamonds in their locks; 
Like Pen forms, snch a" there are 
On the gold 1l1e~ds of Candahar. 

Everything' yOllng c\'('rylhin~ fair 
Frol1l Ea!;t and \'Vc<;t I" blu"\llng there, 
Except,-Except-O N ourlll,tlJ.l1 ! 
Thou loveliest, deal cst of them ,til. 

But wh.1t are cups without the aid 
()t song to "peed them ,IS thc\' flow? 

And st'e-a lovely GeorgIan maid 
\Vlth all tlw bloom, the Ire<;hened glow 

With a voluptuolls wIldness fhll~b 
Her snow), h.1nd across the stl 1I1gs 

01 a Syrlllda, dnd th us SIng", 

"Come hither, come hither-by night and by day 
"-c linger in plc,lbures th.lt never <In' gone; 

Like the \\aves of the SLimmer, a<; one dIes a\\,~y 
.\nother ,I!. sweet ,lIld db ~lllnl!1g ('ome!. on . 

• \ud tht.: love that Jb o'er In eXPlllll1{ gl\'c!I b;r th 
To a new one a" \\,,11111, n., ul1l'f]u<llkd in bllS!o; 

And oh ! II there be .m ClYS1UIll 011 e,lrth, 
It is this, it 15 this." 

The Georgians' song was scaredy mute, 
When the s&me me.ts'Irc, sound lor l>ound. 

Was caught up by anothel lutt" 

Aud so divinely breathed .tround, 
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They all stood hushed and wondering, 
And tumed and looked into the air, 

As jf they thou,t:ht to see the wing 
01 lsrafil the <lllgel there! 

I( Tlwrc's a hless heyond all that the minstrel has told, 
\Vllen two that are linked in one heavenly tie, 

\-Vith heart ne\'c\" changing and brow never cold 
Love on throl1gh all ills and love on till they diet 

One hour of a passion so sacred is worth 
\Vho]e ages of heat"tless and wandering bliss; 

And oll ! if thcre be an elysillln on earth, 
It is this, it is this." 

Starting, he dashed away the cup­
VVhich, all the time of this sweet air 

His hand hold held untasted up, 
As if 't were fixed by magic there,­

And naming her, so long unnamed, 
So long unseen wildly exelaimed,-

.. 0 Nourmahal! 0 Nourmahal ! 
Hudst thou but sllng this witching strain 
I could forget-forgive thee all, 
And never leave those eyes again." 

The mask is off-the charm is wrought­
And Selim to his heart has caught, 
In blushes more than ever bright. 
His Nourmahal, his Haram's Light! 



On the loth O~toher we came to another beauti~ 
fal garden, the Achih,ll Bag sitll<1ted in a lovely 
valley situated at the foot of a lull. Thertt 
is a copious spnng near the 1ull, and the crystal 
water from the spring I'> cal'ried through the 
garden. The rums of the summer llouses and 
buildings erected by Emperor j,lhangir and Nur 
Jahan are still there, and at one time the 
place was fu1l of lovely fruit trees, the pear, the 
apple, the \,'alnut &c. And even now the shadv 
place moistclic-d 1)\' the spray of the perpetual 
spring is one of the lo\"eliest spot;; yuu could wish 
to see. 

On the I rth October we left the place and 
rode q miles to another spring' called the Veri 
Nag. All sprin~s are called JlvTags ill K~shmir, 

because the water is supposed to come from the 
region of the subterranean l\tags. The \\Thole of 
tne valley through whIch we rocie was hke a 
garden. \V c crossed several mountain streams 
and had 'our breakfast on a hill side lawn, 
and after breakfast we crossed a rang-e of 
hills. From the top of this ridge we could 
see the vast valley into WhICh we were des­
cending, and after crossing a mountain stream we 
rt:ached Veri 1\?ag. Tile spril1g here is the most 
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famous in all Kashmir, and is said to be the real 
source of the Jhelum river j and here too Jahangir 
and Nur Jahan constructed another lovely Bag. 
The water, as it issues from the earth is collected 
in a vast basin 110 feet in diameter. Arched 
alcoves are built on all sides of this basin, and 
the water is led out of the basin in a long aqua­
duct through a lovely garden, until it falls in a 
cascade and runs' into and fertilizes the countr)P. 
There is nothing very wild or superb about 
the scenery, but the prospect all rqund is soft 
and charming, the spot is quiet and refreshing~ 
and there are few spots on earth so suggestive of 
quiet repose and soft enjoyments than some of 
these secluded gardens in Kashmir. 

People who seek for wilder scenery leave the 
open valley of Kashmir and penetrate into some 
of those narrower gorges through which rivers 
like the Sind and the Lidar come down to join 
the Jhelum. I have heard travellers in Kashmir 
say that nothing can excell the wildness and the 
beauty of some of these narrow valleys with their 
rocks and forests, their glaciers and rushing 
streams. We had come' to Kashmir too late in. 
the season however to try any of thest! wilder 
valleys, and we were content to see what we 
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could of the main valley itself. And one must be 
hard to please if his visit to the valley of Kashmir, 
with its lakes and quaint towns, its hills and dales, 
its beauteous gardens and its magnificent ruins, 
do not please him and amply reward hIS toil. 

After traversing the whole length of the Kash· 
mir valley we went back to Baramu]a, whence 
we d3scended 5,000 feet to the plains of India, 
along the course of the Jhelum, through the same 
wild and picturesque scenes through which we 
had come up to this wonderful and secluded 
valley. 



CHAPTER V. 

Pl'N] .\il, 189,? 

To the Punjab- at las-t t--The land of the five 
fivers, the land of the ancient RISllls, the land 

of the Rig Veda t OW~ of those sacred lands 
where 111,lil reared hi~ mlant cIvIlization, and first 
cultivated arts, po~lry and scIence! ClnlIzatioll 
is the COII11110n helltage of m.odern natlOns, and 
It is dlllicult 111 the present d<ly to reali7A! that a 
hundred allei filly generations a~o,. it W<lS cod~ned 

h) lour glited natio'ns, dwellin~ on the banl:s of 
tour rIvers, and separate-J b.y wide spaces of 
bal bansm. The Etheopcan rLlces developed their 
€arly CiVIhzdtllJn on the b<lnks of the NIle, <and 
have left vast and imperi:-hable l11.onuments WhICh 

have never been cquallclL The Semetic races 
achieved theH e<lrhest resu.lts In culture near the 
months of the Euphrates, and made di£oCoveries in 
science and astlOllomy which are the heritage of 
modern Europe. The Turanian rac~s reared their 
early greatness on tbe banks of the Hoan~ Ho, and 
lIghted the lamp of CIVllizJtlOl1 which has burned 
with wlfailing. lustre ..luting OVel" four tllousand 



years. And the A.ryan nations obtained their t:atli­
est tflumphs in enlightenment 011 the banks of the 
Indus, and have left lasting records in poetry and 
thou~ht which are the admiration of the moderns. 
All the world was filled "Ylth darkness when these 
four natiolls li!;hted their magic lamps in four 
isolated spuls 1ll the east and the west, in the north 
and the south. All the other nations of the earth 
were nomad bell b,lfians, who roamed with their 
tlods aud tents throu~h the vast regiolls of the 
earth, \vho 111 yaden , conquered and perished, and 
who lived and died wIthout Je,lyillg a trace of their 
lIfe, without Jeaviur a mark on the history of 
human culture and pro~ress. 

Other nations rose subs('quently. The Assyrians 
and the Phcenicians, the Medes and tIte Persians, 
theGreeks and the Homans,-all these are con­
l5idered ancient nations. But they are infants in 
comparison with the older nations,-the Egyptians,. 
the Chaldeans, the Chinese and the Hindus. TO' 
these four natlOJJS belong the honour of having 
lighted the lamp of human civilization on earth. 
And the Punjab was one of the four seats of this­
early civilization. 

These thoughts naturally arise in the mind of 
a Hindu traveller when he visIts the Punjab, but 
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the thou~hts come and go like dr Jams, and there is 
little in the present ~t<~te of the country to inspire 
such ideas. Ano the traveller goe5. ftom Peshawar 
to Amritsar without witnessing anything to re­
mind him of the vet"y remote past, the days of the 
RIg Veda. 

Peshawar is the site of the ancient Gandhara 

Peshawar. 
king-dom, but the modern po­
pulation is mostly Mahom-

medan. Its crowded bazars are well worth a viSIt, 
and are fr~quented by men from Afgalllstan and 
Central ASIa. Two mIles west of the CIty are 
the Cantonments lookll1~ towards the K:laibar 
Pass and the range of mountains which is the 
natural boundary of India. From the top of the 
Mogul fort we had a good VIew of this range, a'1d 
of fort Jamrud where the Khaibar Pass begms .• 

Leavmg this last frontier town of India, we 

Attock. 
turned eastwards and came 
to Attock about midday. This 

memorable spot has witnessed the passage of every 
foreign conqueror who has invaded India from the 
days of Alexander the Great, and independently 
of its historic interest it is one of the ml)st pic .. 
turesque spots in India. On the east bank of the 
Indus, and situated on a commanding height a little 
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to the south of the point where the Kabul river 
flows into the Indus, is the imposing fort built by 
Akbar in 1583. On the west bank of the Indus 
is the town of Khairabad with its fort, and higher 
up on this side are the ruins of old Hmdu forts. 
The mighty Indus, after receiving the waters of 
the Kabul river, flows through the "castled crags" 
on both sides, and is a rapid narrow torrent here. 
It has been known to rise 90 feet ill hIgh floods. 

AlJout 60 mIles further e.lst from :\tto('k is the 

Rawal Pindi. 
large town at R.lwal Pmdi on a 
fertile plain. The feruhty of 

the plain strikes one after he has traversed the 
barren and rocky and uneven country all the 
way from Pe~hawar. Peshawar itself is in a 
fertile phin, and so IS Rawal PlIlui, hut the whole 
of tihe intervening country traversed by the Iail 
js barren and uneven, with sparse population, and 
no towns. 

Every fertile spot here was a seat of ancient 
civilization. Peshawar was the sIte of the old 
Gandhara king-dam, and RawaI Pmdl with the 
country around it was the site of the far-famed 

Gandhara 
Taksha-Si1a. 

and 
Taxila (Taksha-Si]a) kingdom. 
A place flOW known as Shah .. 
Ka-Dcri, a little to the north-, -
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west of Rawal PlI1di, probably marks the site of the 
old Tak~lM-SIla capiLli, which flourished when the 
Greeks c,tme lllto Ind\a, and letter on when Asoka 
ruled ill the west. Awl <mother pl(lce known as 
Mauillya!n, to the south-C,1St of Rawal PlIldI, is 
known for tilt' fcuuous BuddhIst tope which was 
explored by Ranjlt Slllh,l'S French gener,ll Ventura 
m 1830. Coins of Hashka and Kanishka datIng 
from the fil st ('el~tury cu-ter Chnst 'were found in 
the tope, and Cunningham tllln1...<; the tope may 
l1ave been erected by Hashk,l who depmiteu in 
it his own coms, and those of IllS pI cdcces30r the 
great Kanishk,l. Two mIles to the north of this 
tope is another WhICh was explored by Gourt. 
another French general of Ranjit Slllha. Coms of 
Kam3hka and of the Roman repuhhc were found, 
here, and later explodl.tlOns made by Cunning-hom 
disclosed the walls and cells of a Bmldlust monas­
tery forming a square of 160 feet. 

In Rawal Pllldl Itself, ancIent lamps and cups 
bave been found und..;r the earth, and ancient 
coins are found 111 the Cantonment. The ground 
is thickly coveled WJth brnken pottery, and frag­
ments of metal ornament') are sl)metimes dis­
~overed. 

The Cantonment of Rawal Pindi is one of 



f;he largest ill IndJa, and the town is interesting 
and spacious. Tile population is mostly Mahom­
medan, and the bu:r.ar is large and crowded, and 
boasts of fmits from Kabul and commodities from 
various parts of IndJa. Amollg the private gardens 
that of Sujan Sinha which we visited is pleasant 
and well "\\'orth a visit. 

Seventy miles to the south-east of Rawal Pindi 
the railway line crosses the 

Jhelum. 
]helum, whose int.tIlt course 

we had traced in Kashmir, but which IS a mighty 
and spacious river here. It is the a.ncient Vltasla 
which the bards of the Rig Veda loved to invoke 
along with the other river:; of this classic land. 

"0 Ganga 1 0 Yamuna anll Snr:1'wnti! 0 Sutudri 
(Sutlej) and Parushlll (Ravi)! ShzlIc tIll', ow pl'aiso 
alDong you. 0 ri,-er comhtnccf'with A"jkni (Chinah) ! 
o Vitasta (Jhi\um)! () AI Jikiya (Beyno;;) CllllJbllll'd with 
Sushoma (Indus)! He,lr my prai~c." 

H.lh V"l>A, X, 75,5. 

The rough and uneven country ends here ; to 
the east of the Jhelum river the land is level and 
alluvial and fertile, and is thickly populated. 
Ancient pillars have been dug up in JheJum town, 
and a human f~ce in the Greek style was found 
here, and is deposited in the Lahore Museum. 

L 
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As the traveller runs down by rail from the 
Jhelum to the Chinab, he passes by many places 
of note. To the south of Jhelull1 town is the cele­

Battle-n.lds. 
brated field of Chilianwala, 
where the Sikhs in the pdde of 

their power met and re pulsed tbe British army in a 
pitched battle. Thirty miles from Jhelum the 
traveller passes the station of Gujrat," clos~ to the 
battle-field of that name, where the flower 
'Of the Sikh army at Jast perished in February 
1849, and the glory of the Sikhs departe(l for 

Wazirabad. 
ever. And forty miles from 
Jhelum is \Vazjrabad, a town 

which was rebuilt by Ranjit Smha's French gener ... 
al Avitable when the Sikhs ruled over the 
Punjab. The traveller here crosses the broad 

Chinab. 
Chinab by the magnificent 
bridge which was opened by 

the Prince of Wales in JR76. And twenty miles 
further is the historic town of GUljanwala where 
the great Ranjit Sinha was born. The house in 
which the greatest Indian of this century had his 

birth is close to the market 
Birth-place of I d .... if 

Ranjit Sinha. p ace, an not very lar 0 is 
the place where the ashes of 

Ranjit Sinha's father lie buried. 



At last we came to Lahore, the seat of the 

Lahore. 
Punjab Government and one of 
the finest towns in India. 

Akbar enlarged and repaIred the fine fort of thIS 
place in the sixteenth century, and built the sur­
rounding wall, portions of which still remain. 
Jahangir of len resided in this place, and his remalllS 
lie buried in <t magnificent mausoleum not far from , 
the town. And lastly the great Ranjit Sinha res-
tored the place to its splendour, and Lahore 
continued to ue the seat of the SIkh empire till 
the Punjab passed under the British sway in IR49· 

The picturesqueness of the old town with its 
balconies and projecting oriel windows stnke~ the 
most casual observer, and driving through the 
bazar, he at last comes to the Akhari Darwflza 
which was formerly the entrance to the fort. 
On the farther side of it stands the Jumm,\ 
Masjid on a lofty platform supported by arches, 
and faithful Musalmaus believe that the turbans 
of Hasan and Husain, the prayer-carpet of 
Fatima, and a shpper of Muhammad himself are 
preserved in this mosque. It was built by Aurang­
zeb in 1674, it was used as a magazine by Ranjit 
Sinha, and it was restored to the Musalmans by 
the British Government iu 1856. 
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Close to the mosque, and very different from 

Ranjit Sinha"s 
tomb. 

It In structure, is Ranjit Sinha's 
Samadhi or tomb. The arches 
of the interior are of marble, 

and the ceilings me decorated "yith traceries in 
13tucco, inlaid with mllTOl'S. In the centre is a raised 
platform of marh-Ie, with a lotus flower carved ill 
nurble, and surrounded l)y eleven srnall~r flowers. 
The central flower covers the ashe::} of Ranjit ; 
and the others those of his- wives \vlIo be­
came Satl and penshecl on the pyre of their 
lorcl. SIkh men and women still come in large 
numbers to make offenngs to the tomh of the 
great man, whose fame is enshrined in the hearts. 
and lips of the million in tIllS land of warriors. 

Let us now enter the fort by the Rausharri 

Fort and Palace. 
Darwaza. The palace o(Ak­
bar was added to by his sue­

cessons Jahangi.r and Shah Jahan and Aurang­
zeb, and at last by the Sikhs. We have too 
usual ~Ioti M asjid and Dewan-i-Khas- and Dewan­
i-Am inside the palace. Close to the Moti Masjid 
is the Nau·Lakha, a marble pavilion which is 
~aid to have cost nine l::tkhs of Rupees, and the 
Shish l\1ahal or hall of mirrors built by SbahJahan,. 
and in which the great Ranj)t held his receptions. 
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Ranlit S'nha's Tomb-Lahore. 
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Still more interesting is the amlOury which ~till 
contains the round shield of Guru Govinda, the 
man who turned a nation of religious devotees into· 
the finest soldiers in the world. 

The tragic story ot Anar Kali or the. "Pome_ 
granate Bloc;som", and of her 

"Pom«grarrate Blos-lIE 1 1 .. 80m." over t le 'mpm'or a langlr, lS' 

widely told in Lahore, and the 
frail blossom is said to have suffered a cruel death 
for her secret love. Her cenotap~ is of the purest 
white marble, and the words inscribed on it are ex­
quisitely formed. On its face and sides are in­
scribed the ninety-nine names of God, and below is 
written lJ/ajmm Sa Ii", Akbar, or the nenamouredJ 
Salim, son of Akbar." 

The civil buildings of Lahore ale built in half 
Gothic half Oriental style, and are rather pleasiug 
to the eye accustomed to the tame uniformity of 
P. W. buildings in other part~ of India. The High 
Court is specially ornater and the College where­
young Punjab chiefs are educated is also' quite­
worth a visit. But the most interesting building 
in Lahore for the historian and the antiqua-

Museum. 
rian is the Museum with its­
famous collection of sculptures 

Md ancient coins.. Among the scuJptures are 
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scenes representing Buddha's birt\l, Buddha 
preaching to monks, Buddha honoured by angels 
&c., all excavated. from the sit~s of ancient 
T,ikshasila and G.mdhara and elsewhere. I nscrip­
tions from the time of Kanishka, and copies of 
the coil;s of the Guptas, the Shah Kings and the 
Chalukyas are preserved. 

The Shalimar garrlens, six miles to the east 
of Lahore, recall to the mind of the traveller the 
lovelier garden of 

Jahangir's Tomb &; 
Nur Jaban's Tomb. 

the same name in Kashmir. 
The tomb ot Jahangir is at 
Shah Dent about a mile to thA 

.north of the railway bridge 
over the Ravi ; and acro~s the railway is the tomb 
of Nurjahan, a plain, damp, one storied buildit~g, 

quite u11\vorthy of the most brilliant woman who 
ever ruled the destinies of India. 

Lahore is the seat of government in the Pun­

Amritsar. 
jab, but Amritsar is the religi­
ous capital of the Sikhs, as 

well as the centre of manufacturing industry. 
Kashmir shawls and Rampur chudders, ~ilk fabrics 
and canred ivory works are manufactured here 
by thousands of artists, and ll1erchants from Thibet 
and Yarkand, Afganistan and Beluchistan, Kashmir 
and Nepal, lbront the marts of this interesting 
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dt~ But the town owns its cclebrit,· to the 
famous golden temple which stand., in the centre 
of the holy lake called A111rila~sa"{ls or the Lake 
of Immortality, wilenet' the name of the tOWil. 

It was the great Akbar who granted the site 
round this htl~e to the Sikhs. 

Golden Temple. 
His successOl S persecl1t cd that 

religious commnnity, until the !!re,lt Ranjit Sinha 
formed them into a great llatlOn. He beauti­
fied tbe temple walls with whIte lllali>le inblld 
'With C'oloured ~lones. anel roofcd it with sheets 
of guilt copper, whence it is called the goluen 
temple. 

The temple is bea1ltifully sItuated in the midst 
of the lake and IS approached by :l causeway. 
Thousands of pilgnms, men anu women, frequent 
thIs causewav to pay their vi~it to the temple. 
InSIde sits the high prIest, reading from a copy 
of the Grantlza which lies before him, whilst 
pilgrims enter and make their offerings of money 
or flowers, and join in chantmg verses out of the 
sacred Grantha to the music of stringcd jnstru~ 
ments. The whole s( ene is liIolemn and imposing. 

From Amritsar I paid a hurried visit to Guru­
daspur to see a dear relation aud a frieud of my 
early years, wl1D5~ aff~ction for me and mine 



has gro\vn deeper by distance, separation, and 
lapse of tune. I met 1nm after about twenty years, 
talked ,wIth him of by-gone. dJ.Ys, and passed a 
quiet happy day unuer his rouf. 

On the 3 I st of October we 'left A mritsar 
(or the far-famed Hardwar. The train took 
\IS to this holy place m the evening c¥ the 1St 
November, along WIth hundreds of pious pilgrims 
who were cFo\Ydll1~ t.het e from all pm ts of IndIa. 

Hardwar or Hmidward. ha~ been considered 

Hardwar. 
a holy site and a place for 
bathing for over a thousand 

years, for Houen Tsang speaks of pilgllmagc9 
tf) this place. The great assemblage of bath~ls 
takes place on the 1st of Baisakh when the Hindu 
year begins, and the exact time for bathing is 
S\\pposed to be the moment when the sun enters 
the Ram. But the Hindu calendar has made no 
allowance for the precession of the equinoxes, and 
the result is that the Hindu new year's day 
no long corresponds with the vernal solstice (21st 
March) but is three weeks behind! But 1 he thou­
sands of l>llgnms who frequent thi~ place to bathe 
on the 1St Baisakh pIOusly cherish the behef that 
they are bathing in the right astronomical moment, 
and are washing away all sins committed in life. 
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Every tw..!lflh ye,lf the planet J uplur belll~ 

in the Aqu.mus, there is a Llir of" pecuh,lr sanclity 

called the Kullt{olw-mda; and the number of 
pilgrims, which ordmailly ('filtH'S up to a lac on 
each new ye:l1's day, exceed:" llttct.' or fOllr times 
that number Oil these s,lered oC~dsiol1~. In the 
olden "ys the authollti-:,s had tu interfere to 

prevent a pitchc(i h,tttle htlweell the ri,oal sects, 

the Gos<tll1S alld the B.1Ir.1~1". III the present 
day the autlwlttlLS h,l\e to Jlltcllerc to pre\:tmt 

the breJ.kjll~ oat .lIl 1 tlH: :o.!llt.;,ld oj chole!".l. 

Hardwar IS "Hlllted at the south~rll hase of 
the SI\,dik Rall'!C, .tt tit..! llUULh 01 .t g-org-e throu~h 

which the Gange" cntels the "LUll"; f)t India. I3llt 

we wished to See the Sll()t lll~lwr up wIwre tile 
Ganges lssues out of Lh'~ g-Of ~es of the HImalayas. 
From Hardwctr It is ahout 20 mIle" Illgber up 
to HreslHkesh when~ tiw (],lIl~c,> leaves the 
HimalaY,lll r,l\1g-es, ,1Ild we had but olle day left 
to us to perforlll titl:; journey and ('()Inc back to 

Hard war. :\iy lIJgelllOus 111end however was equal 
to the occaSlOl1. Short journe~ s on the nver here 
are often performed on ("k{lrf(~vs, floated down 
on lllti,lted foklnl!, and p,lddlell by \'oohe~ With 
thelr feet. According to my tri~nJ':; excellent plctll. 
coolie., and skins and. r/larj>o),s accolUpained us as 

II 



we went up to Hreshikesh after un early break­
fast; anri when the sun was ahout to set, we 

laullched our dzarfioys over the rapid Ganga. in 
the hope of floating down tC' Hardwar before 
l1ightfall. 

It was all act of rashness to perronn this jou.r­
ney in our frail lurks ar'ter SUIlS~"~t. and oyer the 
Tapids of the wild Gan;!a. But I shall never forget 
the feeling of .deli.!.!ht with which we performed 
this novel moonlight juurney. The Ganga is a 
ullollntain totrent here, issuing from tl..e gorge~~ 

of the Himala~·,ls. <LIlli rolling ()Ver an uneven r()ck~r 
l).ed. Thc coullLry 011 both sides is fhOrc or less 
\Lllpopulated, and to a great extent c()\'cred with 
jungles. A bright mooll s.l"wile on tllis wild SCene 
as we drifted dow n tlle ra.pid stream almost with 
railway speed. Th.e coolws held to the skins and 
paddled and steered with their feet with unerring 

skill. 
All of a sudden we came to a halt, and the faces 

of our coolies wcre pale with fear. Our frail 
barks were taken under the shelter of a tree benil­
in(1 over the stream, and we wait.t:d and watched e. 

with brc,\thless silence. A wild elephant wils 
crossing the stream fwm the jungl~s on one side 
to the jungles on the other, and it was believed 
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the huge Qeast 'WeiS the last of a troop whkh had 
just crossed.. Notlnng could have saved us If we 
had come aC[()3"l the elephant's path and had alarm­
~O bllll, and so \,~ took shelter under a tree 
untIl the elephant helli crosseci the stl eam and had 
ols,lppeared in the jungie .. 

The moonilght ~h()ne upon tht white walls and 
the lonely ghats ot ILlIdw,ll when W(~ at }.lst 

reached that plcH~e .dter cA. journey (it two or three 
bour".. And it will be long be/ore tlu~ wild but 
delIght/ul trip 110m HIC3hJl.:csh tl) H • .uJwar lS 
etLiced 110m my metnOly .. 

I CcUlI10t do:.e tll1~ Clwpter !Jetter than by 
qllotlllg' some hl1l.~ Iwm <l P0<:'1ll Oil llldm; com· 
posed by a near ,mJ JI',lr reLltlOll who is llO\V no 
more. He loved Ius coulltry and felt for his 
country, and expre~::.e(l III Engil5h \ eH.e, l •• llf 
a century ago, tho::.~ thought::. clllO Hie.ls whicb 
come uppermost to the Illllld vi the Bwdu trc.lvel. 
ler during his Ramble::. HI Indlct. 

My n •• ll\1" Icl.ud, I lon' tlw/." .,(111 ! 
Tbt:1 C ::. ue.llll), ) (. t U1JOII (I)' I(HH 1\ .,hOTC; 

.\nd nut .1 1I ce, ,.II'U f101 .1 I III, 
J}1.CC41lIN\ .,0111 "lIil ,.tl'ttlH' Ih1l1l. 

'1IH~llgl. glc~n Jinlll, no \.I1()IC 
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1\1\ f •• llen country! on thv brow 
The ruthl" ... !> tYI,l11tS hu\ e engl.l' ed thy s\ldme, 

And latd thv h,lUghty grandeur- 10" • 
Yet e\ en thu ... , dnd e\'cn 0;0, 

r lo\c to li,>p ttl,. n,Hne. 

"I 

'Vb,lt t hvugh l ho.,t' tel.l pIes 00 \\ ~Il e lone 
WhclQ gll,lIol,11l ,Lfl~ch ~ong die! dncll; 

What thollt,(illlnm blook ... tll,lt "',Idh rUB 

The lJ.lIdl:>d.1C tOI c'tel gonc-

Gml<: \\lth thell '>ollllliing .. ltdl! 

"-
.\rld h.luntt.d .. 1I.I(\(.., ,\1111 1,IltI el bower"! 

R.~""HlIld Bot 110\\ the tllltl .. ttt:!:,. hen' 11\, 
.\lId, e'en though del-),. d \\ Ith Ollent tlo'''.'15, 
They no'ci 1 eL.tIl tllO'>e wltchmg hours, 

FOI C\ l-"I ptht .~w.\y 

~ 

My heat t yet m,l\ not ("ca. ... c to burn 
For thy ~\\ eet \\ oodl.LIld .... ,lilt! thy sunny shore; 

Though ott nt1Con'>Cl()u!> rt 'T'III tnl'n 

Ull(:onr.,cnu ... '>1 ~h. uncon ... clOUIo yeaJ'1l 
FOI glolluu" (l.1 v ... ot VOl e ! 

SU()!>l:Il"l<.. ('1U<~ t>tr....-..,. 

-----,. 

.... 
;. . , . 



CHAPTER VI. 
BENG.-\L, 187 I to 1895. 

TH E whole of my o 1ficia I liIe has heen passed 
IT! 13engal, and it i3 difikult to write of the 

places which] have visited in this province 'without 
putting this chapter into the shape or an auto­
biogr.lphy, or at least into the shape or a record of 
my official career. 1 have endecw~ured howe\'er 
to avoid this, and to write an account of places 
'visited, not of work dOlle. . 

Born in Calcutta in 1848, I had occasion in 
early life to visit various dis-

Early rambles. 
tricts in Bengal with my father 

who was emplcyed as Deputy Collt:ctor; and 
t.he recollections of those early days are among 
the pleasantest reminiscences of my life. Those 
were happy pre-rail way days, when a journey. from 
District to District was performed by palki or boat, 
and it took a longer time to travel from Calcutta 
to Jessore than it takes now to travel [rarn 

Calcutta to Lahore or to Bombay! But though 
one travelled less, one saw more of the country l.n 
those days,--more 01 Ow villages, bazars al~ 
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towns, the nv~rsl ghats and temples w!lich he 
p,lssed. 

It was in thi.::; ra~hlOn tlut we went to Bltbhoom 
and li\'ed 111 tlLtt deh~htlt11 distnct j Jr some time; 
and I accomp,ll1wd IllV 11lvther, who W,lS a pious 
Hindu, on a 'vl~lt to th~ tar famed hot springs of 
Bakreswar. 

Later 011, we went first to Kumar1..hally and 
then to Berhclmpur, <\lH1 I joineJ the schools at 
both these places. Sn Fl edell('k H.tlhdd.Y the first 

IJleutenc1nt Govel nor of Bengal 
The first Lieutenant I '1 1 . D 1 t D I' Governor of Bengal. 1\.: '- <I U1 ),tr aver l.nnpl.1r, 

and my lather was lll'vited wIth 
the other offict,tls ot the pttce to attend the Durbar. 
Durbar~ and omeletl nl<tttel~ lIo\\ ever 0](1 not att;-act 
my bOyIsh wonder 01 clttelltlUll; my pleasantcbt 
re~ollectiolls COIll1t.'ct thelll~dvcs wIth the grctn 
fields and the qUIet VIllage scenes 11l WhICh it 
w.tS my pnvllcge .llld m\' delIght to pass my 
eMir d(IYS. Those wele huppy days, before mala­
T1.\ h.ld appealed 111 Its tLrnble form 111 Bengal, 
and reSidence III the OuLlYlllg DIstncts conduced 
to !lealth, as It relresht:d <lIld strengthened and 
educated the mind. 

LOltt:r on we went wIth our parents to Pubna, 
d WI.}; rClll.l1llcd thcle for two years. Those 
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were eventful days, for the mutlllv had broken out 
in the Korth-west, and evelY week blOUght fresh 

news about the lIlcld{'nts of 
Mutiny. 

the \\ dl. A compalw 01 British 
soldwTS was stationed ]Il Puim,l, and O(,('.l~lon 

<llh' these sold:f'rs commlttl'd 0l1l1age:, 1I1 the 
place WlllCh ga\ e TlSc to llH1ch ("11l1plamt. One 
at~erl1oon I ScI W t \\ 0 01 them atl,tCkll1~ shop­
keepers <111(\ plUllcicl lIlg shop'"', .llld .lIlOther evcn-
1Il~ some 01 till!\ll penetl dte(l 1I1to the house of 
our next door llel~hbour, ,111<1 111" j,lther 1 ushed 
to the bou;:;.;! to 'prevent .tIlV outrage. It was a 
relipf to th~ town when the 11llillllj' was over 
and the soldlels left the p1.lce. ilcfOle leavlIlg 
they had a theatncal peri01lllctl1Ce, pll1)'mg "Mac­
beth." I had le.lrnt the story from my father, 
and I shall never forget the 11ltere~t wllh which 
I witnesse<l this the,ltllcal performance for the 
first time 10 my hIe. 

The East IndM Companv was abo115hed, and the 
tl cll1slcr of the Empn e 01 India 

Transfer of the Em- I C .' 1 pit'e to the Crown. to t le lown \\ ,lS pI 0(" amled 
111 Pubna, <tl:> elsewhelc 111 lOlita, 

amidst great cheers and peaJ£ ot cannon. I W.lS 

present in that llnpn:sslv~ scene; cnes of If L01Jg 
Ilve the Queen" in Enghsh and in Ben~li rent 
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the all H IIldus and )lu"almans jUlIIed in the 
wish; ,1IlU 13r.lhl1lam: held up theIr sacred thread 
aIH.Il>1es.::)~d the lldllle of theIr gracious sovereign. 

Fur the lest, I Uld 1.1I11y well l!1 Pubna school 
and c.lrned away 

th'lt I deserved it. 
cIder brother and 

.. 1 PIIZC, but C.lIl scarcely say 
For we ,vel e WIld bo\'s --IllV 

~, ~ 

I,--,lIld delighted in play and 
llllschlef the whole del)' long! \Ve rejoiced ill open­
air eXerCIse, <tIld ull en w,lIked [10111 our house to the 
shores of the gle.tt P.ldmCl fIver, and watched 
wIth wlmder Its vast sea-hke expanse, its rapid 
cllrrent, its waves and whirlpools. It Wc.lS gener­
ally pretty late in the evening before we Ie­

turned home, tired wIth the long walk, but 
refreshed in hotly and mind. 

We retuflled to C,l1cutta in 1859. And for nine 
years after that 1 remained in that great city, 
rursuin~ my stuches in school and college, and 
thinklllg 11..) more of green fields and villages. 
I lost my mother on the year of our return from 
Pubna, and two years aller my father lost bls 
lIte Ileal' K'lUln,l. He had gone to make an oill­
~ial enquiry in a boat, a sudtlen squall overturned 
the boat, and l11y lather though an excellent swim­
mer could llot Qct out of the boat. Thus in my 
eally ye.tr::; I lo~t my pUfCnts,-thc most virtuous, 



tbe moqt W01 thy, the most aff~{;tl')il,lte of parents 
that ever h\'ed. 

In :\1,uch 186S, I left lor England, and passed 
tIle Open CompetHl\ e E~aml-

"Three years iu. Europe. , 
ll,ltIon rqr the Clnl Sen'we 

of IndIa 111 tbe tollo\YII1!.! year. In ag7I I C,lme 

back to 1lltiI,t., and 1 11Ilud WOl J.. ,lS .\SSl::.tant MagIs. 

tlate at Allpur 
The til::ot ii \'U \'e,HS of ll!1 v serVIce were passed 

1I1 pl.lCt:"'> ne,lf C,tlCUtt.l, III 1\11-
First five years ef J ,1 l~ 

:service. pUI, iI ung\'jJLlf allu ongong~ 

and th~re I::. lIttle WOI th Wl'lt1l1g 

about the~e re,HS. fb.c f,lllllllC ut 1874 {OUIlU me 

employed a~ a rellef oHic.er III the we:.l 01 :\leher· 
pur, III the neu;lilboudlOOd at the tan~o\,lS field of 
Plassy. A more ternblc cal,ul11ty tlMn the '(lmlllC of 
1874 vIsIted Uengcll In 1 ~7C) 11l the ~hape u( the 

.cyclone and stonu-wave of tile 31st OLtober, and It 
js estlnuted thelt cl hUTHh ed thou:.and pel/pIe were 
-drowned Il1 t11'lt llH;lllOl J.ble lllght \i)y the Wolves 

WhICh swept O\'er vIllages, towns and dl~tncts. 
The Suh-DlvlslOn ot D,{kkhm Sll<lhl)dzpur~ 

'wIudl IS an lsld.lld 111 the IUOUlhs of the Gan~e!:,., 
suffered lllOSt ten 1t>117 frum tIllS 

Cyclone and Storm- d' d ~r t 1 "'li\.ve of 1876- Ire "\ lSltatlOlJ., an ,or y t lOU-

saud of Jts populatIOn are e.st.i-
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mated to have been drowned ill that ni~ht. The 
waters, piled up b~r the tide and the storm, rose 
above 20 feet jn the eastern parts of the island, and 
the wonder lS th.tt anyone surdved III those 
parte;. Ellt h,lbltations in those plaee3 are surround­
eel b\T elustel",. (If hetelntlt t1t't'S. ,111(1 thte thatched 
rdols ot hous::,'i floated and clung to tho~e trees, and 

manv '''cre thn::-l "laved. Death malle httle dis~ 

tinclion at a~e ; stn.lL1g he,l1thy nWll ... , ere w.lshed 
away and drowned, and httle infants \\cre found 
in the nl"xt nwrl1lll~ fl()atlll~ 'wlth theIr 1110thers 
on thatc!ws, unmjlll ed alld UIlCOllSClOUS of the 
dan£;er they had esc.lped. 

The poor Deputy :\Llgistrate of the Sub-Divi­

sion and his wi te ~un I ved by dJl1g11lg to trees 
,111 night, but they lo~t all their [llmly, lour sons ~llld 
two daughters I belIeve, and some grandsons. The 
Deputy M'l~istra.te went OIl leave immediately 
after, and I was transferred from Krj~hnagbar to 
take charge of the Sub-D1VisJOl1 amidst these cir­
cum~tanct:s ot calamlty and di~tress. 

The railway lme trom Calcutta to Khulna had 
llOt been laid thel1~ and it took lll<~ six days to go 

Sundarbans. 
in a green boat through the 
wilds of the Sundarbans to 

B.m:;al. I diLl not regrd this delay, for the Sundar-
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bans have a beauty of theIr o","n. :\1 uch of that 
gre,lt forest has been c/c,lred III ttlc<.:;e hItt> years, 
but twenty yea I s !).ll k tlw route by throu~h in­
tel1l11lMbie woou;:, a1111 slknt creeks \\ hidl were 
IlllP();,ll1~ III theIr soiJlu leo It IS s,lld that the 
country W<lS 11l~lwr III somc past age, and W,lS the 
se<lt of vl1Ll!!e~, towns and tort~, tllC remams 01 
" IIICh are stIll lilscovcred II om l1mc to tinH' III the 

Jlmglcs. By a ;,tral1~e lre,lk of ll.lturc the laud 
has ~Ub::ilJcd, bu n"l1 11 ll)]LlllOll I!:> now irnpos~ll)le, 
and the rOytli tIger h,l~ e~l,ll)l]sh:d illS u.lIllOlested 

rule 10 these V.lst ~oIJl ude", 01 l].llUl c. 

Emergmg from the<.,c to! t'!:-L'l I ,It la~t came to 
the Dbtrwt of B.l<.'kerguIlJ, ,I \"l:f\' 1 ellldl k,lble J)]~­

tnct 111 many ways. Th(~ people ale mostly 
M,lhomme<.ialls, a fine ,llld <;t.tlW.lrt 1,H t", bllt much 
gIVen to ilJbtm-g and lJtJ~(ltll)ll. rllel e arc also 

111 Bad;:lr~ullj l.uge JllllllbclS 

The lower castes of of Chdlld tl" who 'lre tll1lld and Bengal. (, ' 
rct1l11l~ and gwen Lo bO.ltlllg 

and fishing. L!l;:e tlu K ub,lrtas of We!:>Lern n~ng,ll, 

the Cll<lll<.Llb were a11101H~ the <lb)1 )~lIM! r,u:es of 
Bengal, anu lIved by b::-hmg 1Il tlle~e m,llshy 
regIOns cf Ea~lern I..>t:l1~cll. When the Aryan 
HlI1dus Cclrne to 13eng;(d, they t"nght the abori· 
ginal race: agllcultUlt: <lIlU the .tlls of Clvlh7.ea lIte, 



and also, g lve .them an Aryan Iatlgtnge and aTl' 
Aryan religi:m. ]rlre aboriginal races accepted the 
religion, the language and the ci"'ilization of their 
conquerors, and now virtually form tile gn.:at mClSS' 

of the Hindu population of Bengal. The descend. 
ants of the Aryan conquerors are the hj~her castes· . 
f)f B~ngailr' alld form a sma,1I minority of the popu~ 
lation of Bengal. . 

The adhesion of tlL~ Hinduizecl aboriginnl castes· 
of East llengal to Hinduism was never very" 
~trollgr nor wel e these castes held in much resp~ct 
(I)r admittecl to eq.tnlit~· by the upper c;.-.s{es. And tbe 
~esult was that when the l\lahOlmnedans came and! 
founded their nile in Ind:ia, large numbers of these 
scarcely rec,)~nized Hindus were, under some 
pcrsualion or pressure, induced to give up their 
som'~what un~ertaill position within the Hindu 
pale, and drifted to (he f:lith 0f Islaln. The 
l\Lallommedans treated them with tl1or~ generosity 
than the Hindus,. and the m~llion~ of converts 
in E:lst B'.'!nc~al at once att3inc~ to an equal rank 
w"ith the hi~h h~Hn COll(l\.lerors of Be11gal, fOr there 
is no distinction of castG.s among the l\IQslems. 
Itis these converts from du.bious Hinduism who­
'rom t.he great mass of t.lle .l\fahouHDedan popu]a-.. 
t.ion of E<lsl BC~lgal; the descendants of Arabs. ' 
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and Moguls, Persians and Afgans form a small 
mmority amon~ the Ben~al Mahommedans. 

I have been led :mto these rem,lrks to explain 
the ]an~c preponderance of the l\lahommedan 
populatl011 lfl Etlst 13eng.d. Only in two province3 
or IIHl1.t do the Mahommed<111S so pI epol)(lt>rate. 
In West l">unjao, near Pesl1a~'at &c J hOHlt's 
of stut dy conquerors came and settled down 1rOll} 

the west from age to age, until the v. bole of that 
rC!5IOI1 has beCOTlle practIcally a Mahommedan 
land. In East 13eng,1I1 on the other h,ll1d, swarms 
of the lower classes of Hlndm;;, feebly re~tlal1led 
wlthm the Hlildu pale, dntted illtO 1\Llhol11-
meu'I.Ulsm whIch offc!red them a higher ~tatus and 
a more generous reco~nitIOn of equality r and thus 
the ·whole of East llengal ah,o llas pIat tlcedly be .. 
come Mahommedall land. Among the fifty nnl1ion 
Maholllllledans of IntlIa, more tlMn one half are 
of East Beng,tl and \Vest PUlljab. Everywhere 
else, evel1 in DelhI and Agr::.t, Patna and Mur­
shHLtbad Dlstncts, winch were the centres of 
Moslem power III India, the Hmdus form the 
majority. 

SLlrnng incidents, tht) DistrIct of Dackergunj 
bas wltnt.Sscd withm a cen. 

Ba..c: ke~uni District. 
t~rr 01 two pre" lOllS to the 
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British conquest of Ben,gal. I: was the de­
b,ltable land where e\lel y ruJe tribe could settle 
and extent} their s\Va~', and mdulge in pirati­
cal expedltlOll'i alld plunder. The il1l1umerable 
creeks and ch,u111cls wInch mterLlce thIS Dlstrict 
afforded admirable fdClhtles t() plratt!s, and for 
ccntul ies tIllS dIstrict was the home. of pirates. 
The Portu..;ues~ were ~econc.l to none as pl1 ates, 
and e,lrly 111 the se\-en ~eenth century they defeat­
ed the :\1og-ul C'ommdllCler and established thclr 
rule in the i~ldnds of l).lkkhin Shahbazpur and 
Sandip under Seba~tlan Gonzales. A fielce war 
then ensued bet ween the Pl'rtuguese and the 
Maghs of AI r.tean, the latter ult1!l1.lle1y preva:led, 
and beC,lllle as plofil'lent a~ plunuelcls as the 
Portuguese had been. They repeatedly swc..pt 
through the lower p:lrts of Bengal and carned. 
away the inll.lbitants as slaves. Shaesta Khan 
however at last broke the power of the Arracanese 
l\1aghs, and mmexed ChiLtagong to Bengal in 1666. 

The inhclbltants of BackergulJj, schooled III the 
mIdst of these tmbulent ~cenes, acqUIred an early 
proficIency 111 nver DacOlties and other acts of 
plunder and violence. The narrow and long 
Backergunj boats, manned by twenty or thirty 
sturdy rowers) is about the best and swiftest boat 
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for river Dacoities, and for centuries they were 
the dread of the tradel s between Dacca ~nd 

Western Bengal. RIyer DacOlties have practi­
cally been st~m ped (Jut 111 recent years, for they 
were ~tJ.l not uncommon \\ hen I went to Dakkhlll 
Shahbazpur about twenty yean; ago. But under 
the stron~ influence of the British rule, the 
Backergunj boatman has gradually gIven up 

qucstioll.lble pr.lctlCeS, C:lIld h,(s settled down as 
a peacelul and ~lurdy cullnalor. But even now 
he lives 111 IllS bul,lted homestead and not in 
crowded vllla~es, as I WIll describe later all, and 
is but tuo e,lger to use his latllle or his dau when 
impelled by anger or r("vell~e. And many a Slnk­
dar family C,ll1 recount, If they choose to do so, 
the deeds of theIr 10refathers who owned no rult; 
of chief or klll~ as they swept in their piratical 
boats through the creeks and ch'lI1uels of this 
now peaceful Dj~tnct. 

I reached J),lkkhin Sbahbazpur about the 
close 01 1'\o\'el11bcr 1876, and 

Dakkhin Sbabbazpur the sCt'ne wl11ch the Ishnd pre-
after the Cyclone. ' 

sentell was oIle which can never 

be forgotten. No battlcficH cuuld be more dismal 
and more shockmg. The huts of the people had 
been swept clean away, and the remnants 0' the 
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population were living under temp'~rary s11eds or 
under trees. Numerous families bad disappeare& 
alto~~ether, and there was scarcely any which did 
I1Gt I03e some of its m~lubers. Grief itself was 
siltmced, [or the c~tlamity had been so awful, so in­
stanlaneousand so universal, that tbe survivors 'were 
r:atl,~er stunned tllan gi\'en to sorrowing, and I 
lieatd no sound of. wail or lamentation. The land 
was sprinkled with the dead, and dead putrjfying 
bodies caused 110 emotion, no disgust. Dead bodies 
hung on trees, floated on tanks, were strewn ill 
the fields, and came floating up, past my bllat, at 
eV'ery tide; and the dogs which had ~uf\'ived 

the storm-wave fed on the carcasses without 
molestation. To bury tens of thousands 01 the 
<lead was impossible; the survivors would not 
tOuch them at this stage of putrifaction. Pe~ple 

were busy in constructing temporary sheds, in 
procuring fooel for the surviving members of their 
families~ in looking for their lost properties. The 
Sltb Divisional bulluing- had been swept away, the 
Pl~ice were disorganize(1, the Chowkjduts wou1d 
not do their work. E \rerytbing was t1ut' of joint. 

No' commuuist could wish fur a more general 
redistribution of propertv than was c,l.tlsed by this 
great stOflll·W"lYe of 1876, in the island of DakklP-1l 



Shahbazpur. Herds of cows and hufftloes had 
been fi,Hlted ~o or 30 miles from their vlll,lges, 
wooden buxe8 contaillll1g' utensils and 511 \l'er ()r­
l1aments had been carried away miles from the 
homes of tllelr OWller5, and everyone kept what 
he fOlind and g.lve up Wh.lt W<l~ lO::lt. Soot!! 
search. was how"e\ter m.\ue from time to time for 
lost property, and occ:lswnally a box ot silver 
thlllgS or ot uras;,) artIcles was found by lts owner 
in the keepm~ of .l vJll.l~er II\-ing perhaps ten miles 
off. C~HnpI<unt~ ",,'ere brought before me, but It 
was impossillIe to treat as "cnmillal misappropria­
tion" a prc1ctke whldl bad lJeell 50 uni\'er::.,t1, under 
CIrGumstances so ul1lque. It was decIded 1.>y the 
people themsdves thqt propel ty :,r) foyad should be 
restored to its owner, but the finder would ke,.p 
one quarter of his, booty if h.e honestly rendered up 
all the rest. I tacitly acquiesced in tIm decision 
which ",·as neither legal nor ,-ery just, but whidt 
suited the circumstances and the notlOlllS of the: 
people. Hundreds of c0111plamts were withdrawn, 
all disputes over propertles fonnd were amicably 

. settled, and tll! people thou~hF a D.lI1ld had come 
to the judgment seat of lJdkkhin Shahudzpur I 

More serious disputes howen!r ensued man .. 
C)ther wa~. As might naturally be expected, many 

o 
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more women tll,l1l men h,lcl pen::;lwd 111 the great 

catastrophe of the 3 I.,t October, an(i among the 
survivor'>, specl,tllv m the e~stern Clnd southern 
p~rts of the I<.,Ltlld whlC'h h(\(1 been most e'(posea 
to the storm- \v ,l" e, there was Ll gre.it (lisp! oportlOll 
among the SC'(c9. \YJdowcr::, found a d,fficulty 111 

getting nt-w h(}use\\}\e~ 1m thetn~t-l\ese)tberm the 
lsldnd or from out ,Jue It r <is lew parents ",lreel to 

send theIr dcIlH!:htt'l s to su< 11 an blcdld after !:>uch 
a CaLUl11fv. .\110 llmllV cl fight "',IS tOlH .. ht by 
c~ger ccll1(1)(htes tl)l the h,lnds of the WOlllcl1 VdlG 

luLl ::,1lI VI\ uJ ,1I1d been wldo\\ ed by the C,lt,lStl opile. 
Tlll' bLl.I1d W.IS IlUW 0\ erL.d~l~n bv another L .. tla~ 

llllty :;t;arcel \- le;:.~ IdLtl til,l11 \\. h,lt h.ld plc('eded. 
The llumbede~~ C.lrt'.I<"'SCS ot mt.:'ll dlHl ot cattle 

Cholera epidemic. 
held polll1ted the atr and COl)­

taml1lclted the t.ll1ks, and 2\ 

cbolera epidemic bloke Ollt, the ltl,;:e of ,,,Inch 
I helve ne\'er "Itne~sed, nor would. hke to see 
ag.lln. It ~pread H1 en~ry '\ 111ctge and a~cted 
ulmost every homestead, and Cl eated a u11lversal 
alarm. It swept aW<l)" the ~unlVOlS of the storrn­
W,lve 111 mallY homesteads~ and the hOtoesteaLl:; 
became deserted. It dl m'e the populatIon from 
Ul.tny '\ lUages to olhers whIch were ~uppose(l .~(s 
be more healthy. FIres were lIghted in ever) 
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house as it W,lS supposed to kill the infection, and 
lnen and women ami chIldren sat round the fir~ 

ill that dIsmal wlllter, alld refused all work lor the 
tlllle. :Ylen dUllg to thell" homes and allllost sus­
pended all buslIless. and Chowkidars ottell re ... 
blgueJ their appolllLlllt:llts, l.Lther th,lIl go 011 witb 

their urdlll.lry duties under slIch trylllg CIrcum­

stances. 

All that it 'was possible tor the authonties to 
do was 0011(,: to rebcve tile sulL· rei s. A great 

mallY l\..ttIve Do~·tors wer.; sellt, ancJ. cholera pllis, 
1I1 wiliell th~ pe')ple h,ld :;rc.lt t.uth, were dI~Lri­
lHtted to the pCJple Lltr')L1~ll ,t11 pl)s~ruJe agencies. 
Dllt 111 spIte 01 every cllde.l\'OUr tlH:re was a great 
1110rt,tiltf, and it IS ~uppu::...;d over twenty thuuscum 
people "V ere swept aw.lY within I a few mOllths 
jll this i.sbnd by thiS terrible epio.emic. NO! dld 
the choler,l abat~ till the rains ~et 111 and washed , 
away all impurities from tlw soIl, and replelllslH.:d 
the tanks WIth good unukab(e Water. 

1~ wa,:, from ~celles lJi.:e thi'3 th,lt I was called 

',1)" to B.lJb<Ll, the Be.ld (]U<llters or the D]strict 
1 the I~t January 187; to as~i:-,t ill prociallllir 

]11 that L>J::.tllct that the J 
Queen" proclaimed G :\1" i d I 

~press of India, 1877" laCllJUS ~. <lJesty l<l ,lSSU111t. 

the tltk or" Empress of India.: 
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I returned to my Sub Division <Ind w01T~ed 
there throughout the year 1877. I lwve promised 

not to inflict on mv Teader~ 
Return of heal th " 

IIInd prosperity. an acconnt of my work, and 
it is enou ~.!:h to sc1y that the 

.Musalman pr)pulation of· Dakk.hin Shahhazpur, a 
sturdy <.lUG self-reliant race, faced the worst season 
wittl aG:n!r<lble C()tll-.lgC y anel helped tl1elllselves 
untIL,r the most lrylllg ClfCUlTIstance2". Their crop~ 
11. 10. p~n ,h~:d or b::!cn. senoL1sly l1clma~ed by the 
:litorl11-W,lVe, un,i the pe,ls,lllLry of the Island lived 
00.1 \Vh,lt the\' hdU s<lved,. or sold their th~ngs and 
~l ver jewdk:y to Illlport nee froln other places~ 

A smd! ,1IlJ. hdplcs~ sectlOI1 01 the commullity 

needed rclId ,Uld olYLuned it for a ulonth or two" 
and when at .last the wlllter paddy ot 1877-78-
WdS red,pea, all (lol.lllger was past and all distress­
"\V,\S over. .\n<1 1 left the i~land in Ap~il 1278, 
l,fLer pass-ill~ all eventml year and a half 111 this 
~.;land SU.;)- DIVl~iol.l. 

Atter a sh.ort le.we I was. appointed ttJ th ... 

qmet and intere~ting d'iostl 
Tippera. of ·~'}.1)pcra. Camilla the He 

\(lrtct's of the district is a quiet all~ pretty litt 
own and was long the seat of go .... ernment of tl 
lbndu Rajas. FOl: tht.: Hindus; continued to ~'ill 
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in Tippern till the eighteenth century, mId they 
lost their independence, as usual, tluough fanlily 
dissensions in the ruling house. The Raja banisHed' 
11 iS nephew. the latter saught the help of tbe 
Musalmans$ antI Mir Habib the Dewan of Dacca 
raised the latter to the throne on COl1llition of 
paying a tribute, and Tippera was thus annexed 
to the Mogul Empire in 1733. Tbe large talll~s 
~which arc still to be seen in Comilla and other 
places attest to the greatness and pOWi.~r of the 
dindu kings who ruled here till the lal>t century~ 

British rule has succeeded to 1\1 usallllan rule 
in Tippera, but Hill~Tippera 

Hill Tippera and· '11'·1 d d 1 
aborigiuall'aces. lS Sll lIluepen ent$ an t le 

Haja has his se,ll of govern-
ment at Agartolla. The aboriginal tribt:s in these 
eastern confines of Bengal,-the Tipms, the Mani­
puris and others ... -belong to the Mongolian race, 
and. have the peculiar features, and the oblique 
eye~ of tbat race. The men have l1Qt yet largely 
resorted to culti vatioll but practice the Jum system, 
~owing seeds in holes on their hill sides. Th~ 

WDlnen carry fire wood or heavy londs in .baskets 
bU;5pended from their heads, and are hard worked 
and becouleprcmaturdy old. Young women S.ped-
~llj~ of -tile :M.mipuri race have solt aUJial>le feature>'· 
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Besides the lulls of I-1l11 TlprelR in the extreme 

Lalmai Hills. 

L.llm,u hIlls, 
the town ot 

east, there j:, a range of 111lls 

111 131ltlsh flpI'cra, called the 
and It IS p!t::,IS lilt to dnve up fronl 
C,}I1ll11d throu~h ,I. be,llIl1llllly COll-

structed ro.Hl to thIs LlIl!.("e 01 hJlls, ,1I1d to pass a 
qUIet day III the qmet BUllg,tlOW there. The 
scenery 01 the levc.l gleen country flom the top 
oi the lull!:. 1-; lellesllll).{ to the eye, and the soli­

tude of the pl.lle bI llgs comp0::.me to the lllUld. 

M.lllY are the legends CJIlllected "Ylth these llllls 
llno WIth th~ D(os 01 SpIrIts who cue ~UPl)ost'd to 
1I.I\'e redl e-d It hIgb III the den ~ or old. 

Exceptlllg thIS one l,mge ot lIllIs, the whole 

of BlltlslI fIppeI'l IS a Ie\ el COUIll1y, and ITItwh of 
It IS under 'Wetter lJl the LllllS \\ ht:n the Drahma­

putr.l IS in flood. The t-ye w,mders then over 
a WIde and ~e,l. hke expan~c of tall lIce growing 
jn the ,vater, and the tra\'eller can journey 11l 

many parts ot the (ilsttlct in IllS httle boat through 
the bendmg COll1, passll1g by VIllages V\ Inch dot 
till:' mland sea llke so many l~lands ! 

Flom Tlppera 1ll the extreme ea.!'t, It is a long 
step to BUldwan and to BanktlTa 111 the west. 1 

Katwa. 
came from Tlppera to Katwa 
Sub·Dldsion in Burdwan) and 



aod in 1880 was transferred to Bunkl1ni. a very 
pretty and very interesting District. 

It is within the limits of Danknra District that 
the tableland and 11l1dul;lting 

Bankura. 
hills of Chota i'Jagpur gradu­

ally merge into the If-!\'el and alluvial plaills of 
Bengal. The eastern half of Bankura thereforu 
is level alluvial country like .Duldwan, but the 
western half is laterite soil, sparsely populated by 
Hinduiscd aboriginal tribes, with extensive Sal 
forests, anti with rapid torrents flowing through 
the undulaLillg" rocky ground. The Silye and the 
Coss:~e How through these part.s in the south, and 
further north the peaks of Susunia and of Blhari. 
nath rise to an elevation of over a thousand teet. 

Among the aboriginal tribes who inhabit these 

Aboriginal tribes. 
wild parts ot B<tl1kura, the 
Bauris are the most numerous. 

They are a peaceful amI industriolls people and 
lmve now largely' takeil to culti"ation, ano an.:)' 

becoming Hinduized ill mauy ways. 
NevertheleSS th~.re is still a striking dlfft:rence 

Bauris. 
in ll1<1IHlCrS and life between 
Hindus even of the lower 

castes like the Kaibartas and Hinduizt:d abori­
giues like the,: Bauris. The Hindu even of the 
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lower castes is sober and contemplative, a hig-h­

er civiliz ltioll has made him the l.Ightful and [rn.!.pl, 
a lo.l~ lr,lilllll-, has Ul1de him industrious 10 culti­
v.ltion ann ingenious ill <l"tS. fhe aboriginal Hindu 
on th~ cont rary is incapable of forethought or sus­
tamed industry, consumes hIs earnmgs in drink, 
but 15 good-natured and SIlU pIe withal, and merry 
even 11l his poverty. The distinction is "pecially 
lllttrked ill women. H lIldu WOllH"n. e:v. bf the 
lower casles art. modest afld,. retiring, and will 
oft~'I1 stand aSIde when . nger is pas'Slllg by 

the same road. But c cs 110 such rule 
or modesty on B,LUri women they do oat-door 
work as field labourors or coolies, tbey are strong 
and merry and fOlld of excitement, and on fes­
tive occasions will enj0Y a cup of home-brewed 
path-wai in secret whIle their hushands are half 
se:1S over in the villnge grogshop. . 

There is a cunous diviSIOn in field labour 
among lIle ll.luris. a part b'eing done by men 
Hnd another h" woman. Ploughing and sowing 
an! lhe WOl k 01 men, but when the seedlings 
have growll in tht! nursery, it IS the work of wo­
men to take them to the fields and transplant 
them in knee deep water. The fertile valley of 
the C()ssye IS a li\"ely scene in the transplanta-
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tion S~,l:nn, and hundreds of Rmri \\-O!l1c-ll I11.lV 

be seen cng,lged in this work, standl1lt.;" in the 
midd,lY sun in the w,lter, and gaily ch,ltting with 
e,lch' other with that jO~'()usl1ess which never 

deserts them. \Vbcll a road has to be CO:lst rllC't,!<i 
ill lhe'ie parts ~)r a tank has to he c\7.c.lyatcd, 
the B.lun women are tlw cheapest tlb.>Ul'ors. and 
as coolJes they carry boxes and 1wa",: ll);l(ls ft)r 

twenl\" ~~v miles \\-llhout a COllll)LlIllt. 111 
this \\~(lvTfI~~~ke out their hnsb,md':, small earn~ 
ill~S, a;1(1 \\~hJ1e Ow 11\1'ib,lI1ds spend Ll. ~~o()d p.ut .. I' \ of theIr incollle Oil 4~ the wOlllen are lIatur,tllv 
more thollghtt"nl or their h,)JJH'S ,mu tlH'Jr cl111drt~1l. 

It is curious tt) lIoLe how the rclI(~jol1 of the 
a'u0ri(~jllill races is approaclllll~ llltldulSll1 ir()1ll 
gcn:!r,ttioll tC' ~,:ncratI'Jl1. Mncills have .theIr 
.Pu1'oluts, and D!}]11S h.lVC their Pandt't." will) 
preside at s()('ial and rcll'2:iollS ceremonws, alltl celc­
br.lle lll<lrri.lges anu funcI <11 CCrenlOlIIl'S. IJ.lUlis 
as yet have nclther Purulills nor Paudit<;, and 
marriages and deaths are SOlellll11/.cJ by big fea!:llS 
at willch the home-brewed l',lchwai is consl1med 
by the mauna! Onc specIal Puja performed by 
the Ihuns requiles a passing notice. The wor. 
ship of I3hadu in the month of Bhadra has been 
introduced within recent times alll')ug the Bauris 

p 
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of B 1I1kur:l and Manbhoom. Bhadu is imagined 
to be a fnince"., of cxces::5iv~ g'ooJness and beauty 
who took pJt\- for the poor Baons, besto~'ed 
her blessing-s on them, but dIed at an em ly age. 
Th~ Bauds have no pncsts, but the women and 
chIldren chanL SUlj~~ d,ty after day before tillS idol 
and deck It with !lowers. VIllages and Stl eets 
re:,onnd wIth the s}n~1I1~ of WOd)Cll <liHI the 
men y shonts of he ys, ,mel the wonlnp c10ses 011 

the last (Lty of Bh,tdra WIWI1 the worshIppers 
forget all worl~ in th~lr loud and boisterous wor­
Slll!). rncre can be lIttle doubt that the wor­
~hlp of Bh,tdn is c(}lltlectecl with the e.trly nee 
harvest of lJlzadrn, al1cl commemorates the ble~~­

in~s wldell lhe l3.ltlllS h:n"e dcrl\ ed Sl\1ce they 
leamt culllvation (iOm the Hindus. And a3 the 
Rmris become more Hinduj~cd in the course 
of centuries, tIll' princess Bhadu will no doubt 
be COl1SI(1ered a form of Durga who is worship­
ped by Hl11dus on 1 he same aUSplClOtlS occasion. 
It is thu:,: that abori~inal goddesses gradually find 
admi.;sion into the llindu pantheon, as :\lanasha 
and Ch,l[1(li for instance ha\"c dr)!lf'. 

I hope I ha\"~ llot tJrf'd my It'adcrs with this 
lonrr (h rrreSSlOl1 ahout the BaUlI':;. 1 he process ..., , 
by WhICh the aborigine~ of l::$engal are m the pre-
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sent day )ein~ Hinduized is the very process by 
which the whole population of Indi<l h,lS been 
HindUlzed within the last four thousand years; 
and the proce~3 therefore is ,yorth noting. III 
Bell~al Proper (i.e. exdudi!l~ Behar, Chota Xagpur 
and Orissa) there are about five mil1lO11 H induized 
abori~ines WlIO may be thus da:,seJ.-· 

ChanJais I CJ lacs, (most 1y in Ea"t Bengal} 
Rajbansis 7 lacs, (in .Rang-pur &c.) 
Bagclis 7 lacs, 
1\1 uchis 4 Ides, 
P,tiis 4 lacs, (in Dinajpur &e.) 
Doms 2 lacs, 
Hdris 2 lacs, 
Bauris 2 lacs, (in I3ankuLl &c.) 
Others 6 lacs. 

Besides these there arc nemly half a milJioTl 
of aborigines who arc not yet Hinduized, like 
the Sonthals. But they too are coming slowly 
under the process of becOlllillg Hin<iuized, as they 
are settling down as lauou1 01 s in the confines of 

Sontbals and the 
mysterious basket. 

Hindu villages. Mysterious 
<;ometilr~es is the mandate bv 
which they are hem" dra Wil . ;") 

closer towards Hindubm, ,md one il1~tallce will 
suffice. Ou one occasion, dUlll1g 111.\" ~tay in Ban-
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kura, baskets full of leaves, and e~ch containing a 
scroll, went round among the S,mthals from v]llage 
to village. No one knew where these ba~kets came 
from, but lt was belIeved thdt they had been 
issued by a S<l1l1t 11 ving 011 a mountain, and the 
wtitten scroll cont,lined a l11il.lldate to refr'llll 
from drink and unclean meat and to conform to 
m my Hindu cllstoms. The Sontluls of e,lch vil~ 

1a~(! took th~ o1.s1,et to the l1l''{t Scmth l1 vlll.l~e, 
and thus the mysterious babket c]fcuL1V:cl flom 
villa~e to vIlIlge and flom dlstllct to dl~tllCt. 

So deeply were the S()!1th 11-, impl c'-'<;ed 'With tile 
holmes:; of the l1Ml1lLttc til it thc\r ... )ld thell fowls 
and contor,n~ 1 tor a tlln~ t ) 1l11'IV Hltlull CllstUlllS. 

The Im,tory of Rlnkm ,1 nl~tllct 18 connected 
• WIlh tll,lt of the R'ljas of 

Rajas of Vishnupur. 
VhllllUPur who helve I uled this 

wIld lungly country as S~l11l-ll1d.ep~nd~nt chJefs 
for ove!" .1 t11')ll-> md ye,l1 S Th~ fort ot Vbhnupur 
IS !lOW Iil 1 Ullb, but th~ st.d W<lIt ~.ttewdYI the 
fine temples, alld th-.: stIll e,{l:5tll1~ moat surround. 
1ll0' the extensIve fortlfi2,ltiol1c" are atnollO' the 

~ ~ 

mo:::t btllklllg dnd Hltelestlll~ rdlc5 of the ohlen 
a'lys th,lt tIle tY,lvellt:r s~eb III any 1',\1 t of Bengal. 

The anCIent }{,tj.lS 0\ Vbhnupur c0ulJ count 
Cenlltlle::. ()1 mdep,-ud<.:nt S\YdY In tlm.'l WCS-
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tern frontier of Bengal before Bal ... htiyar Khilji 
came and conquered. Bengal. Th~ Moslem Ctm­

quest of Bengal made however no difference to 
the Vishnupur house. Protected by rapid rivers 
like the Ddmouar and the D,lrkeswar to the north, 
and the Cossye and the Silye to tlw sO l1 th, and 
als:) by extellsi ve j llngles ()ver!{rowing a <.11 ffi~ult 

cOll,ltry, the R<ljas of VlSjll1UPur were little knuwn 
to th~ Mahommedan kings and Subahdars, and 
were never interfered WIth. Rl\",tl houses rdse 
in the neighbouring distncts of I3urdwalJ and 

• Dlluhoom III the seventeenth cClllury; il.lh.ldur 
Khilll founded the l\1us,llman Raj f~llllily of Bir­
uhoom in 1600, and Abu Rai tbe Kotw,d oC ilur­
dwan fOllnued tht: Bllrtiw,lll R,lj house in 1657. 
From the se,renteenth century therefore the. three 
rival houses flourished in the western fl unti.;-r of 
Bengal, 1Il llirbhoolll, 13unlwtlll and VlsllllUPur ; the 
Suuahd,lr of n~ngal levied c,)l1triulltiol1s regular. 
ly from the two tonner h,H1~\':::;; but it ft,~quir~d 

a long arm to reach \h::.}ullIpur, aud Vlsllllupur nWer 
paid tribute regularly. 

A new danger however aros~ in the eighteenth 
century, and hord~s of the ?vLlhr.ltta li!.{ht horse 
swept t~ll·ollsh the wlldJ of V13lt'11l,lUr into ll;m~ 
gal and, dc~1ate<..l C\ Cl ythll1g III tbell p.lth. The 
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power of the ancient house tottered under this 
new shock, and the aggrandisem~nt of the Bur­
dW<lll bouse completed its ruin. Maharaja Kirt~ 

Chand of Burd wan audell to his terri tories large 
slices of his nei~hbour's territ::>ries. After the 
Penllanent Settlement of 1793, Vishnupur could 
never pay the revenue assessed, tlle Zemindari 
was sold bit by bit, apd the re3iduc was at last 
sold at auction and bought up by the Burdwan 
hOLlse early in this century. Thus ended the his­
tory of this grand old feudal hOllse in the western 
frontier or Bengal. 

It is only necessary to add that the Vishnupur 
Raj family belong to the soIl, but a3 usual, 
they claim a fictitious descent from the Rajputs 
of N.orthern Indla. A Rajput queen, when re­
turning from Puri, is said to have deserted her 
new born child in the jungle, and a woodsman 
Kasmetia Bagdi by name saw the new born in­
fant, helpless and alone. He took the infant 
home and reared him, and he grew to be a fine 
bo~~. At last when the king of the place died, 
there was a great funeral repast, and the royal 
elephant took up the ~l1anly boy on bis trunk 
and placed him on the empty throne. Alld the 
buy Raghunath was the first king of Vishnupur. 



Such are the le~ends with which the aborigine's of 
the soil everywhere try to connect themselves 
with the noble Aryan st08k of ~ortht.!rn Indi:l. 

1 was over two ytnrs in Rlllkur,l District, and 

Balasore. 
during a few months ill 188 r 
I acted as Dislrict Otriccr there. 

In 1882 I went to act as District Om~el' in ll.lla-
sore, and 1 have elsewhere given an accouut of 
wh.tt I saw of Orissa on this oec,lsiol1. 

In 1883 I went to B.tcker~u;Jj <t!:!"ain. I wac; 

Backergunj. 
soon appointed Dhtrict Om~er 
there, and I held that post 

for two years (with a brief intermission) from 

April 1883 to l\1.lrch IR8S. 
My appointment and administration in Backer­

gunj on this occasion attract;:,d 
Ilbert Bill agitation. 

consiJer.tble attention. Previ-
ous to this I myself :-Iml some others of my 
countrymen h:td acted as Distnct O(fieers for 
short periods i.e, for one, two or three months. 
But this was the first instance that a native 
of India was kept in ch:lrge of a District for 
a considerable length of time, and the step 
was spoken of as a douhtful c"periment. The 
District too was one of the heaviest and most 
turbulent in all Bengal, and the period was one 
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of excitement, for the Ilbert Bill agitation greatly 
exercised the public mind and ,~mbittered the 
public feeling during these years. All's ,,"ell, 
howe,rer, that ends well; there \vas not a whisper 
of dis80ntcnt or a~itation in the District, every 
thing went on smooth1y and well, a;ld I peace­
ful1y laid down the reins in I8S.:; after two years of 
administration. I ba\"e rej:)ieed to see the clurge 
of several' important districts since held by my 
countrymen, durin~ the last ten years. 

During my two years' stay in Backergur~j I ktd 
further ocea'Sion to see the 

of~~::r~~~j~hannels district and its peorle. Un-
like the high and dry ulstricts 

of B:mknra and Burdwan, 13.lckergunj is cut up by 
inmll\lerable channels, and communication is pos­
sible only by boats. Twice during every twenty­
four· hours the high tide surges throu,;h these 
innumerable arteries of the district, sweeping 
a\\'ay all impurities, and \lO artificial system of 
flushing Gould be nure effective than that of the 
tides; A\\'nv in the south thest~ channels become 
broauer and take the shap'~ of large and boister­
ous rivers; hut up in the north they are quiet 
lovely creeks, shaded by luxurient vegetation 
011 both sides. Th~ h\Jmcs of villagers arc COll,-
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cealed and nestled am1l1st this ve~eL1ti()n, and 
each vIllag0r has s.)me sort of a bO,lt or calloe, by 
whIch he glIdes up or UUWI1 twenty or thn ty 
mtles ll1 a few hours; by the"e gLll1d hlgh-w.lyS 
and bve-wet)'s 01 the Dlstnct. 

Ot vltLl~e:" 111 the sense 111 which we under­
stand the word III 'Il\l estern 

Vdlag:! hfe. 
Bell'! 11 there ,lTe few 111 n,t(,~ 

k-.!r~unj, Every Clmlly or !:!roUf) o! f,lllllllCS havo 
th ~Ir own h )ll1t:,te,ld, :.un ouudcd by betelllut and 
(' )G() lllut trl'c." ,ll1(l theIr I L'C Ii,-ld" lYl!lg all ronnd ; 
alld you 11,1\'C oll~n to w,tlk .1 qn.llter of a mIle 
1Il order to go [10m one homcste,ld to .mother. A 
t\ f)IC'.ll YlllJ.g-e 111 I3.11'kergulll 1S a SU('C'C:'"I011 of 
such Isolated homeste,lds lYlIl£; along creeks and 
cluI1Ilel.." e,lch 1.111uiy hVIll~ to sume extent 
lo,oLttcd, all commulll<-',ltlll'; wIth other famIlICs 
or Olher \'Ilt1ges by bOJ.t'l, The D1C'kergullj 
raiyat thus b\'cS a comp_uatn'ely l~olat('d lIte at 
hOl1l~·, but never ml~ses atteTldJ[)~ the bl-weddy 
market wIucll lS qune a :.tnklll'Z feJ.ture of DelCker­

gUlIJ hfe. On a rn,lrh:et £1(1), you 
Market ... 

Wlll see thous,mds of V]l1a~el s, 
each come In his little boat from VIllages wlthin 
a rJ.riIus of ten 
ouy and to !:iell. 

Q 

or fifteen ml: 7'::', and assembled to 
The s(.ene is a most In'ely one, 
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purchases and sales g-o on the 'Thole day long, 
and as the shades of the evening- begin to des­
cend, the htt]e boats with their owners disperse 
111 all dileclions, and the surroundmg creeks and 
chitllnc15 are tiiJed wIth boats <:!aih g-hdl11g" over the 
smooth waters. An hour or t'Yi) mort', alld all tbe 
vilLlgers. have reache(l theIr homes, moored the1r 
hO.lts, and laid before their anxious womankmd 
all the purchases of the oay,---rice or pulse, 
oil, tolnC'C"o or fi.,h, iars of molasses, Liverpool 
Srtlt, or dlw/is and sans manufclC'tured ill Lanca­
slllr~. 

For the rC"it, th'~ Backergnnj raiy:lt has an 
e,l~y time of]t. Land IS pro­

Crime and litigation. 
ductlve in the Dlstnct, cocoa-

Tluts 61.nd betel nuts are plentiful and remunerat;ve; 
the bndlords of the Distnct are mostly absentees, 
and the r~l1yats \\"ho are mostly Musalmans keep 
a good share ot the produce of their soil, and 
know how to maJlltam theIr nl~hts. It would 
indeed be dIfficult to pOlllt to any other peasan­
try elsewhere who base so little to do and are 
so wdl olf. U nfol tunately diSputes relating to 
laud are frequent, disputes about WOtlle-l1 are not 
less. frequent, litigation goes on eternally, and 
crimes are numerous. For dehberate murders 
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a.nd fabricated ('ases no distnct in Bengal is so 
unfavourably known as Backergunj. 

The U1dJOllty of the popllLltlOll of thIs district 
are cultlvatlllt; :\1 u::-,tlnun~ Ol HlIHiu:"l of lo\v cas~ 

tes; there I.., ollly a snull HIndu populatIon of 
the upper c!.t..,s::!:". These mostl) live 111 a (ew 

Hindu VlIlages. 
populou.. fIlllclu vlildges 111 
th.! north like G01la, G.tbha 

and B<lnanp.ll·'I~ and these Yllbgcl:> ,l\ e the most 
advanced lil edllC,tllOIl and culture. The Z":lUlll­

dars too are mostly HlI1uu,>, .llld the tr,lcie IS also 
mostly 111 the hands ot Hll1<iu I1wlch.lllts, !{~IWr'llly 
Shas or SUllS by CdstC. It IS ,l ple<lsl\1 e to \\ ,It.ch 

Trade. 
the Iml1lell~C nee tl.lde of 
BackcrgllllJ ;--IL IS estImated 

that from a gre,lt ricc mart lIke S'lhclJ~unl ill. thIs 
Distl ic~ more thJ.ll ten lacs 01 lll,lUlH.1:' ot nee an: 
exported to Calcutta. The wlIlter IS indeed a 
busy lIme 111 thIs Dlstnct, and the OffiCl,11 who 
does not COil fine his attentlon to hIs <ie&k and 
his criminal cases, sees much to lI1tere~t and in. 
struct him m the trades clnd tr,lIll:>acLlOllS of this 
rich Dlstl iet. 

It was withm 

A .. am. 

these two years that I took. 
advClnt,lge of a :.h":>ft le,we to 
pay a \l.:)ll to AS~dUl, .1 COUll .. 
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t,ry 'which is well worth a visit hr the beauty of 
lts scene::ry and the antIquity of its cIvIlizatIon. 
Over twelve hundled years ago, when Houen 
Tsang CJme to Indm III the seventh century, lIe 
found Ass.1m or Kamrup to be one of the most 
powerful Hmdu klllgdoms'in India, and the king 
of Kamrup wa., illVIted to Kanouj in tbe gl Lett 

Impenal assembly \\ hich S11adltya h<::1<; 111 640 
A.D. HO\len T::ang ftnm<l the people ot AS';;~lm 

sImple and honest, of s"wrt statu Ie and ye1lm\'lsh 
complexlOll, and ~peaklllg a language dIffclent 
from tiMt 01 13l'llgal,--.l de;.-,cnptlOlJ willch ;:q'plIt.s 
to UJC people 01 .hs llll to the preScIlt thy, Tllc 

country i~ health';, the people haY(: slIghtly ':\1on.~o­
lian fe<ltuH~S and a taller complexion than that of 
the a,verage Bengali. and the women of As~am have 
soft amiable t:wes. 

Assam m~ll1talllcd jts 1l1dcpendeJ1ce after Ben­
gal wa~ subjugated by the l\Llhommed.llls, and 
atlempts made by the Tuien; of Bengal to conquer 
As",am 111 the thirteenth and in the ~iJ:teenth cen­
tUl~es llttedy i".:lI1ed. In the scn:;nteenth cenlury 
the ASS~1l11e~e were thelllSelyes the jtH aders, came 
down the Btclbmaputra 111 f]"c hundred wur-boats, 
and neatly 1 eacheu Dacca.. but were met and 

bCHten b.lt k. 
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Early in this century th~ Burmese general Bun­
dela conquered Assam, and the Burmese marked 
their conquest of ASSclm by acts of cruelty and 
b~rbarit,·. \Var then broke out between the 

Burmese and the British, and As..;um was anllcxed 
to the Britlsh Empire ill IndIa III 1826. 

Te,l gardens have multIplied in Assam sinc;e 
the Bntlsh conquest. There were over a thou­
ScuHl gardens when I visited the provlIlce, amI 
oyer fifty mIllIons of poullds of tea were annu.dly 
cxpo'"ted. The export has lI1creased since. 

Few rivers present a 111')[C pIcturesque arpe~r­
allC~ than the limpid Brahmaputra where it fi)J'ces 
its way through rocks and bills it little "y,ty nbo\ c 
Gauhati. Tbere i::; a beautiful island in the rin~r 
ncar Gauhati, and a few nllles below it is tRe far 
tamed temple of Kamrup on the top of a hill. I 
went up the hill, and the mOLlutain scenery which 
stretches befor~ the eye from the top of the hill 
is WIld and pIcturesque indeed. 

A road leads from G.luhali to the hill station 
of Shillong, and not i:lr [1'0111 Shillong is Chera­
punji which has the unenVIable privilege .of 
being the rainiest spot in the world. The 
~ainfJ.ll here exceeds five hundred inches in the 
year! 
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l',\ssing further up the river from Gauhati, the 
country opens out into a broad yalley, and the 
tr.l\eller passes by the fertIle distncts of ~owgong 
'and Slb~(lg'lr IlntJl his journey ends 111 IJlhrugarh. 
I went as (,ll Slbs(l~ar Dlstnct, and went inland as 
jar as Golclghal, to see one who \V.IS n~ar and 
dCclr to lUe, atd ",110111 I had not seen since her 
lll,lrnage. And I h.lye kno\\ n no h.lppJer days in 
111y lIfe th,\I1 tllose lHief days ounllg willch I 

SLI)'l!U wILh her, and recl:l\r ell her ]ondne.,;" and 
lWf ull,iltered lon:. 

1 lett Rlckergullj on (urlollgh ill 1B8S. t, king 

Fudough and visit 
to Europe. 

l \YU ),<:'cll S led \·C "lltet fuurteen 
years 01 haH1 \\ 01 k. I thmk 
I b,ld /:urly earned It. 

Rc;t urnll1g from Europe, I was appointed to 

Pubna. 
PUbll.l in 1887 and I was glad 
to rensit the place where 

I h,l<1 passed my boyhood tlurt) years ago. The 
sclh)Ol where I was educated ·was st:ill standing, 
and tbe be,uJ.-master whom I had kno·wl1 in my 
boyhoou was an old rellred pensioller and recog. 
l1lzed me WIth pleasure. I found out the house 
whelC I had lived with my father; it w,,-s still 
standil1~ out considerably altered. And as District 
Oflicer I "';as occupymg the very house where I 



11ad seen the play of :\la 'beth acteJ by Europe<m 
soldiers nearly thirty years ago. 

" I flew to th,.. pJe,\~'lllt field" tl ,1\'(,1 sed '>0 oft 

III my lite'!> lllOIIlIn!., lll,u.'h \\"11<:11 111\' /In'wlll "a, yOllll~" 

The past came back to me a~ ~l dream, anJ the 
memory of those who h,ld C,lst a sunshille oycr 
my early lICe often rose anJ fillcel Ill\' rlllnd 111 

hours of sohtl1d~. I remained only ~lX months III 

Pubna and ,,",IS then tr,lll~fefled to :\l~'Il1Cl1sinc:, 
one oC the largest and heaviest dlstncts in Den!.;,ll. 

The volume of the water ot the Brahmaputra 
r\\'cr has now (iesel ted Its old 

Annual inundations 
in East Bengal. bell through :\l~'mcn~lIlg, and 

flows str,ti~ht down li"0111 

Ass,lIn to Gnalundo, torl11ll1g the eastern b{)undpr~r 
of th{lt DIstrict. Slmllarl~' the volume of the 
water of the G,mc;c"i llits now de~crted its old 
bed by M ursl11cLtb iiI, H()():~ly anti Cdcutta, and 
flows by the P,lcillU fiver to GO'llundo. Tl-te 

two rivers have, as it were, cban!;"cd their old 
courses and approached each other to meet at 
Goalundo, and the view of the united flvers from 
Goalundo to the sea is trllly an imposing one 11l 
the rains. The whole of East BengalIs more or 
less flooded by these rivers) and miles and miles 
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of the country have the appearance of an inland 
sea, clotted with villages which appear like i51ands. 
The floods sweep a way all 1111 purith;s, and deposit 
it silt \"hid1 fertilize the soil, anu IS raisillg the 
level of the country year by year. It. is thus that 
the whole BC!llgal has been formed. 

The proce~s of t he formation of buds by the 
5ilt of ri\Oers can be marked III 

sfit~rmation of land by ~lIly one of the .islanci3 ne,lr 

the mouths of the Ganges. 
Whei1 I was in D,lkkhin ShahlJar:pur in 1877, I 
\vent right round the isLtnd in the cold s~aq',)n in 

a green boat, and to the suuth. of the isbntl." ex:­
tensive chars, miles in ex:tclJ t, were forming in 
the sea owing to the deposit of the ri\Oer silt. 
\Vhen I was in BackergulIj in 1884 and vi:"iicd 
Dakkhin Shahbazpur again, these chars bad ri~cn 
lligher, and to go round the island one had to 
take a much wider circuit. Bengal Y>'hich has beell 
ft>rmed by the silt of tht Ganges and the Brahma: 
plltra goes on incre:lsing b '!fore our eyes; w h,lt is 
merely a s:ll1c1 bank in one year becomes an island 
and a pasture land 1Il ('our,;;;:: of twenty) ears or so, 
anti perh.lps th~ next cenlUl y will be pt:opled land. 

While land is thus extending near the moulhs 
of th~ rin!l"s, the changes in their inland courses 



affect the health of the people as 1 will explain 
further on. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my work in Mymensing, 

Mymensing. 
during two years anda half, for 
Mymensing is a District where 

there is plenty of work for a district officer to do. 
The area of the disttict is over six thousand 
square miles, and the population over three 
millions. There are four Sub-Divisions besides the 
Sudder, and every Sub-DIvision is large and im­
pOTtant. Bill it is not of my work that I wish 
to speak in this chapter. 

The MadhupU1;a jungle in Mym~nsing is a 
curious study for the geologist. 

Madhupura Jungle. To the east and to the west 

of this jungle is level alluvial country# bl!t the 
jungle Itself IS rocky undulating soil, about 10 or 
15 miles wide, running north and south along the 
whole length of the distnct. It is really a low 
range of hills, but the rocks appear to have passed 
through a process of dismtegration, and the range is 
nowhere over a hundred feet high. I constructed a 
road right through this jungle to connect the head­
quarters with the western Sub-Division Tangail • 
.and I think I WAS the first mall to drive througll 
this newly - constructed mad, through t.he jung~ 

It 
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I also constructed a road to COlmect the 11ead· 
quarters with the eastern Sub­

F!oods in the Sylhet Division KishoreO'unJ' and in rrontier. ~ , 
the rains I travelled by boat 

over a good portion of this Sub- Division which 
borders on Sylhet. Almost the whole of the east­
ern portion IS then under water,. and I 5>!uled in my 
green boat over miles ofthc countIy which was dry 
land a few months before. VIllages looked lIke little 
islands with their huts and theIr trees, cattle 
were tethered in their sheds and had no pasture, 
and villa~ers went about in boats from village to 
village or to the submerged fielps to gather fodder 
f.or their cattle. As I was salling wIth a strong 
wind one day, my little cook-boat which was tied 
to my green boat suddenly got swampedt but 
luckily aJl the servants were saved. 

The most mteresting trip bowever that I made 

Garo Hills. 
in Mymensing, or rather from 
l\1ymensing, wa!, a trip to thtt 

Garo Hllls which form the northern limit of tho 
Distnct. Thr~gh the courtesy of the Maharaja of 
Susong, a descendapt of a long line of Rajas, I was 
plOvlded wIth a couple of small boats or canoes 
which were Ja~hed together and covered with a 
temporary thatch. On this bark 1 went up 
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a tapid hill stream through the jungles atld hills 
()( the Garo country, and saw their primitiYe villages 
and settlements on the' slopes of hills. Along 
with their neighbours the Khasis and the Nagas 
they people the wood~d and hilly t-racts tQ the 
south of the Assam valley, and live to the 
present day the same primitive life that their fore .. 
fathers lived of old. Like all eastern and nor­
thern hill-trfbes they have Mongolian blood and 
Mongolian features. and like all aboriginal tribes 
they are simple, and impulsive. Tbe women are 
strong and hard working; they gather fuel from 
the jungles, carry .heavy loads, build houses, and 
perform all the domestic work. Girls marry after 
they have attained their womanhood .. and s(.'Cne~ 
described by the poet in Hayawatha's wooing aro 
not llnfrequent in these secluded woods. ., 

l3ackergunj is a district of absentee ZemindafS; 
and the raiyats assert them­
selves. Mymensing is a dis­

trict of rich resident Z.emindars, and the Z,emin .. 
dars have great influence. Female Zemindars 
display much tact and aptitude for business, and 
often distinguish themselves by acts of public 

I 

Zemindars. 

charity and libe.rality. 
Mymensing is growing in population anl 



Jute cultivation. 
agriculture, and mudl of the 
land which was waste in the 

earlier part of the century has now been brought 
under cultivation. The demallfl for jute which has 
grown up within the last forty years has been a 
great impetus to t11e reclamation of fr,::sh lands. 
Before the Crimean 'War of 1855, Rusdan flax sup­
plied the European markets, and tllCfe W,lS litlIe 
demand for jute. But that war stopped the im­
portation of Russian fLl'~ into England, <! new 
fibre was wanted, and Bengal supphed it. Since 
then the cultivation of jute has gone on inc"eas­
mg, and nearlv half the lands of this extensive 
District is under jute cultivatIOn. FortUlH's h<:ve 
been made and lost by jute trade, new trade 
centras of the first rank like Naraingunj and 
Serajgnnj have sprung into eXIstence, large firms 
and steamer companies find occupation namely 
;n this trade, and factones with thousands of 
-looms have been starled in the country. In fact" 
the demand for jute in Europe has affected pea­
sanl life throughout East Beng<l.l in a manner 
which is hIghly gratifying. And if the people of 
Bengal can learn to spin and weave for themselves 
lle jute and the cotton which so plentifully grow in 

~ir country, they WIll have rel.'ovelt'd In some 
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degree the ground tQe'y have lost in the world", 
manufacturing trade. 

During my stay in Mymensing District I often 

Dacca. 
came to Dacca which is no\y 
connected with Mymensing by 

Tall, a'1d the town of Dac(;a; the capital of East 
Bengal, is a place of interest. It w:,c into impor4 

tance early in the seventeenth century when the 
seat of government was rcmo\'ed from Rajmahal 
to Da(~ca, and it still boasts of a fort built by the 
Muhammadan Subahdars. The older Mahornme· 
dan capital of the district however was SonargRQn, 
whIch is now an insignificant villa!;e situated neat 
the Brahmaputra Creek, and hidden Crom sIght by 
a forest of betelnut, mango and other trees. 

More ancient and more interestmg than Dacca 

Vikrampur. 
and Sonargaon is the old 
Hindu capItal of Ballal Sena 

and other kings of the Sella dynasty in Vikrampur. 
The place where the Hindu kmgs resided is still 
pointed out at Rampal, and mounds of brick and 
well foundatIOns at a great depth below the surface 
are met with for many miles around. Hindu rule 
in East Bengal is now a thing of the past, but the 
people of Vikrampur are st;ll the most advanced 
and pusl.H1g among the people of East Bengal, 



It.\:\IBL.h-~ IN INDIA. 

and are generally called the Scotchmen of 
Bt!ngal. They are intelligent, keen, and persever­
ing, they have a clannish feeling among them 
which unites and strengthens their little groups 
and colonies all over 1:3engal, and they have de­
servedly distinguished themselves ill aU professions 
of life, as well as in social and religious move­
ments. They have failed however, as yet, to pro­
duce men of genius among them,-men like Kasi­
ram and K,·ittlbas, Chaitanya and Muk'.lndaram 
in the past centuries, and like Ram MO.1an and 
Vidyasagar, Madhusudall and Ba.nkim Chandra 
in the present century. The want,-if tht:.lC be 
any radical want which makes .this difference,­
must be made good. we must learn to march 
toget11er without difference or distinction, and our 
children in the next century should find their 
leaders in thought and action in East as well as 
411 West Bengal. 

For centuries the Dacca District was noted 
for :its muslin. The wonderful 

Decaying manu- fabrics known as the "running factures. 
water" or the "evenino--dew" o 

'Used to be the delight of the Begams and prin-
cesses of old; but thero is little demand for theln 
now, and the trade of the w\!aver is gone aU 
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qver Bengal. In parts of D.lCca ~nd Mymensing 
one constantly comes across villages of weavers 
now in decay, t.emples and striking edifices erect. 
ed by them and now in disrepair, colonies of them 
now employed in <\gticulture or in trade. Bengal 
supplied cotton fabrics to Eutope for centuries 
past, and up to a recent date in this century; but 
now even the raiyat and his wIfe wear clothes 
made in Lancashire. 

Gold and silver work used to be another spe· 
ciality of East Bengal, and we redd in M Ukllnda 
Ram's poetry that a klllg of We~t Bengal had to 
send to the East for t~lC manuf,lcture of a golden 
cage. But even this manufacture IS not as thriving 
as in the olden time. 

It was [10111 :\lymensing thal 1 tonk adv~ntage 

Darjeeling. 
of ~ short leave to pay my first 
vj~jt to Darjeeling. Most of my 

readers have seen l>,ujeeljl1!Z, and il IS unnecessary 
for me to describe the journey up the hills from 
Siligurj through scenes which never tire the eye. 
Deep wooded gorges disclose themselves at every 
turn, the green plains of Bengal with its flVers and 
fields,# woods and vIllages, appear like a vast map 
spread out far below, ana above, the varied and 
preclpitQus heights tower an the view. Tea 
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gardens beautify the hill side." tree-ferns and 
other curious plants greet the eye at Kurseong, and 
as the train goes higher and higher, the traveller 
is glad to wrap himself wIth some warm clothing 
over the summer suit with which he left the plains 
of Ben~al. The train at last reaches the crowded 
bazar of Ghoom, the highest point on this line, 
and then gently descends for a few miles into 
Darjeeling. The first view of Darjeeling wilh 
its groups of pretty cottages clustering on the sunny 

'41111 sides ;s picturesque. 
I came to D'lrjeeling in April 1889, and 

for some days after my arnval the snows \\·eTt~ 
not vislule. One carly morning, however, the 
atmostphere became clear, and the stately form 
of KanchanJilH,;ha and the lme of peaks 011 eit1ler 
SIde appeared m their majesty against the 
blue vault of a cloudless sky. I looked with 
delight 011 the magmficcnt scene-on the -glori· 
ous H IIll.llar,ls, unsurpas-scd in grandeur and 
heIght among the mountains of the world. The 
!on~ r,lIlge ot white SIl')WY peaks dazzling under 
a brIght IIH.lI.lIl :'Uil, willch one vipws .011 a clear 
murl1lng lrom the O,)Serv,ltory Hill, is a sight 
"WlllCh once se~ll ('an never be forgotten. Many 
~m: tht: pleasant excursions which one can make 
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from D.lrjeelmg; the one which pI~d.s~d me 
most was to Peshauk, and thence by tbe 
Teesta and the Rungeet to Badamtam and to 
D,lrjeeling. Nothing can be lovelier than the 
blue Teesta rollIng between wooded hills in sIlent 
beauty, and mlllghllg Its waters wIth those of the 
RUllgeet. 

Early in r890 I was transferred from .Mymen .. 
sing to Burdwan. ~ the days 
of my boyhood I had always 

he,ud of Dllld\\ran as a healthy and flourishing and i 

prosperous dIstrict, where one went for a ('han~e 

III order to recoup his health. How chan~ed the 

Burdwan. 

Malareal fev(>r. 
DistrIct is now wIth its mala­
real fever! The fever has 

sprc<ld north and south, east and WLst, over. both 
banks of the Hooghly nver, and over the whole of 
'Vest Bengal. It IS a natIOnal ca1.1mity which 
affl:!cts and enfeebles twenty 111lIllOnS of the people, 
which stops the ltlcrease of population, alld which. 
l.Jlds faIr to last, one does not know, for how 
many years to come. 

The change in the course of the main current 
of the G.:mges, of which I have spoken before, 
appears to me to be the m~il1 cause why Western 
Bengal ha50 now become unhealthy, while Eaft 
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Bengal is healthy. The hundreJs of small chan. 
nels and water courSE'S which brought Ganges 
water to the doors of villagers, and also affectually 
drained the country, are now stagnant pools or 
have been converted into rice fields! 

The Bhairab, the Kabadak the Ichamati and 
other rivers and channels which dnined and 
flushed the Districts of Jessore, N.ldiya and 
24 Pnrganahs are dried up, because tl'e source 
of the supply 1S drying up. Malarea is supposed 
to have first appeared in J essore, seventy years 
ago, and gradually exlended itself westward and 
northward through Nadiya and 24 Parganahs. 
In 1861 it crossed the Hooghly river, and by the 
end of I8n7 it had spread over the whole of 
Burdwan and Hooghly Districts. The Censu~ of 
1872 showed that one third of the population of 
Burdwall town had been swept away by this feU 
disease. Villages all over the District were de­
solated, and even the birth-rate was affected ; and 
old villa~ers will tell you thOtt there were few 
Cblld-blrths for years after the disease first ap­
peared in it5 virulence. 

The gradual silting up of the Hooghly is the 
main cause of malaria in 'Vest Bengal, but for 
Burdwan and Hooghly Districts, the Damodar 
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embankment is an additional cause. The Dall~odar 
innundations used to flush the country in the olden 
days and kept all the little drall1age channels in 
working onlel, but they have nuw been stopped 
by the lofty Ime of embankments maintamed hy 
the Pubhc Works Department. And while the bed 
of tht D . .unodar and the southern bank are rising 
annually by the deposit of sand and Silt, the 
northern and more populous bank remains low. 
Thus obstructions to the drainage of the country, 
natural and artifiCial, are the cause of malaria in 
Bengal; 1 belIeve the canal systems and Irrigation 
works are greatly responsible tor the Sdme dIsease 
in Behar and up-country. 

Many are the places of interest in this District 
for the Hindu traveller. Bunlwan itself with it1 

Raj-buildings and garnens an 
Interesting sites. . . 

menagerIe has attractIOlls fo 
many. Sin~i near Katwa was the birthplace of our 
anClent POt;t Kasiram Das. Katwa and Kalna are 
associated wlth the doings and teachings of ehaJ­
tanya and the early VaI::.l!llavds. And Navadvipa, 
which is in the Burdwan sale uf the Hooghly river, 
was the last capital of the Hmdu klllgS ot Bengal, 
and was long renowned for its schools of philo­
sophy and law. In the we~t} lJew places are f-pnng-
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jng into importance, and coal, irol'! and pottery 
industries have added to the importance of Rani­
ganj Sub-Division. 

Coal-mining is rapidly extending in Burdwan 

Coal-mining. 
and Chota Nag-pur at the pre­
sent day. In the last cenlur~', 

Mr. Heatly, Collector of Chota Nagpur, first applied 
to 'Government in 1774 to work the mines, and 
some coal was raised. Forty years after, Mr. Hupart 
Jones rediscovered Mr. Heatly's worlings, 
and began work which was subsequently t,.ken· 
up by Messrs ,Alexander & Co., who became 
the proprietors. In 1835, Alexander & Co. failed, 
and th0 Raniganj mine was bought up by the' 
enterprising Dwarka ~ath Tagore who formed .. 
comp::my to work it. Eight years later, this ana 
some other companies were amalgamated intv 
the Bengal Coal Company which is now the pro­
prietor of the most extensive collieries ill the 
'Ral11ganj field. But other companies haye since 
slarted into existence, pri vate proprietors are rush­

ing in to work small mines, and large profits have 

of late years produced quite ,l "coal fever" amollg 

t:llterpri:::.ing middle class men in Bengal. 

l\.'miganj ~uu-Division is also rich in iron fields 
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abounding 111 clay iron ores~ 
1 ron manutacture. 

and the blast furnace set up, 
near Burrakar is probably the only one ill India 
for the manufacture of iron. When I first visited 
these works, they were carried on by Govern ... 
ment ; bu~ they have since passed into the hands 
of a private company and very extensive addi· 
tions have been made. Iron is made in large quan­
tjties from the ores picked up in the surrounding 
country, and water pipes and various other articles 
are manufactured to order. 

It has already been stated that the Burdwan 

R 
. r 'I Raj family was founded in 

Burdwan aJ ,amI y. 
1657 by Abu Rai who was 

Kotwal of Burdwan. But the greatness of the 
house is more due to the enterprise of KirJ;j, 

Chandra, a successor of Abu Rai. He was' of a 
bold .lll<l enterprising spirit, and mled from 170a 
to 17 -fo. He fought with the Rajas of Challdra­
kona and 13arJ,\, nenr Chalal, and dispossessed 
them of their petty kil1~d()tlls; and he seized 
011 the eSLlll.s of the H.aja. of B,llghara, near 
"Iarakeswar. And lastly, he attacked and defeatt. 
Bady.,j,una. the Raja of Vishnupur, and wreste(; 
trum him large ::;lices of hl~ terrjtories. Thesltf 

1 

enterprises are worth narrating becaus~ they shew 
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the state of semi-independence of the old Hindu 
Zemindars who were practically' reigning princes 
within their own dominions, and were seldom 
interfered with by the 5ubahrlar so long as they 
paid their tribute. Kirti Chandra's conquests were 
sanctioned, by the Subahdar of Murshidabad, and 
his successor Tildk Chandra ,vas honored by the 
Emperor of Delhi with a farman Tecogn;zing his 
right to the Raj, and was also lIlvested with 
titles. 

In times of trouble, the princely Zem;ndars 
of Bengal helped the Subahdat with their troops 
and resources, and the Ibj.l.s of Burdwan aud 
Vishnupur helped the Subahdar in making a st,md 
against the Maharatta invaders m the 17th and 
18th centuries. After the commencement of the 
British rule the house of V Ishnupur was ruined 
by tbe Permanent Settlement. Burd wan too 
founJ it dltTicult to make punctual payments, and 
early in this century, Tcj Chandra s~ved the Raj 
from ruin by giving away all his Zemindari in 
I)atlli leases, which secured a steady income,-

It prevented future increase. 
The Burdwan and Vi~hnupur houses are among 

,he great hi:::toric houses of Bengal. Across the 
Hooghly the Nuddea house is no less famous. 
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Founded by I3habananda Mazumdar through the 
favour of the great ~lansinha 

Historic Houses . 1 
in Bengal. 111 t 1e sixteenth century, the 

family reached its hiRhest glory 
under Maharaja Krishna Challdra Rai i'1 the eigh­
teenth century. He was the patron of lhe C'elebrat­
ed poets Bharat Chandra and Ram Prasau, he took 
a part in the establishment of British power iu 
Bengal, and he was honoured by Lord Clive WIth 

the title of Rajendra n:thadur and 'with a present 
of twelve gUlls used in the battle of Plassy. 

Further to the east flouri!:-hed the house of 
Jessore or Chanchra, also f(Jllllded in the sixteenth 
century out of the possessiolls of the great Pratapa­
ditya after he had been vanql1i:::h~d by Mansinha. 
Mallohar Rai who ruled frJll1 164() to lioS was 
the most distinguished Raja of this house, and 
largely added to the possessions of the Raj. But 
the Permanent Settlement which anecteu all tt 
old zemind~lris injuriously, specially aHected tt, 
Jessore Raj, wbich is no longer what it was befo~ 

To the north of the Ganges ,vcre the extensive 
possessions of the ~atore house of which I will 
speak further 011. Bengal proper was thus parcelled 
off and ruled by great Hindu Zemindars whose 
influence and power within their own territOTies 



knew no limits. The. Subahdar of Mllrshidabad 
retained the military power in his hands, and 
carefully collected th~ revenues of the province'; 
ant! Kazis and Kotwals kept towns in order. 
But in agricultural Bengal, the Zemindars were 
the actual rulers who administered justice, re­
pressed crime, punished offenders, and kept the 
peace. A lld 50 lOllg as they paid their rcyenues 
regularly, their internal administration was never 
interfered wlth. And within the limits of 
peaceful villages, Pancha)·ets and villatJ:e elders 
settled disputes all(1 kept the pe,lcc, and seldolll 
wenl to tIte higher authorities except <Iii t;ravc 
and serious occasions. 

If a real history of the people of Bengal were 
e,-cr recorded, we should know more or the il1-
tt:'rnal adlllinistration of the countr\" by Z(~111in­

'"lars and the officers employed hy them, anti 
'e "ould hear less of wars and illvasi()ns. \\'hen 
ritbh rule replaL'el1 that of the Mahommedalls. 
e administrative functions and powers of the 

Bengal Zemindars were taken away somewhat 
prematurely, and the' l-esnlt was an increase 
in crime and clacoities all over the province 
1n th~ early years of this ctmtury, such as was 
ll'eVt:r witnessed in the country either befoore or 
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ever sill~e. A strong and excellent system of. 
administration W.1S then organizedlJy Lord William 
B.!ntinck, wJ)) first admitted the people to an 
important share in the work. And the adminis­
tration has steadily improved since, and will steadi­
ly lmpmve in the future, with the more extellded· 
employment of tha people, who POSSt);:)S local 
knowledge of their own country. 

Late in the year 1890, I went from Burdwan 

Dinajpur. 
to DJl1ajpur, s,tid to have betm 
the he,ld-q lUners of tho '1I1-

cient Pala. kings of U,jl1g,ll. The large tanks m 
the DIstrict, some of them a mile long, are sai<;i 
to have been excJ.v,ttud l>y these kings~ then the 
masters of ~orthctll luella. But Dinajpur and the 
whole of N onhcrll Beng.ll were a gre.A.t and Giv~lize<l 
kingdom many centurIeS IJdorc the time of thb 
Pai.l king~ ; for when I.Iouen TSd.n~ Gclll1C to 13ellg.tl 
m the seventh century, hc found tim; Plwdra laud 
thickly populated, beautIfied with large tanks. 
tJowering woods and frUlt trees, and rich in all kinds 
of grain. There were ma'lY Hmdu temples and 
Buddhi~t monasteries, and the J dina ascetics were 
numerous.}It is remarkahle that the name Ptmdra 
by which Houen Tsang dc.'iignates .North Ueogal 
occurs io Manu also, and he recognizes by that 
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name one of his "mixed" castes," i. e. one of ·the­
Hinduized aboriginal races. 

Where are now these PL1ndras~ the ancient 

Aboriginal races. 
aboriginal inhabitants of North 
Bengal? The modern Hindu 

will have no difficulty in discovering them. The 
Rajbansis are the most numerous caste ill Rungpur 
and numher 4 lacs in that District, the Palls 
nre the most numerous caste in Dinajpur and 
also number 4 lacs. and the Koch are nnmCT"OUS 

in Kneh Behar. These are the deseendants of (he 
primitIve dwellers of:-.Jorth Bengal, who were ch-i­
lized by the Aryan Hilldus, and are now forming 
separate Hindu castes. Thus after the lapse of 
thousands of years \ve still have traces of those 
great tribes which lived and hunted and fished 
in swampy Bengal before the Aryan Hindus 
came here, a\ld introduced their religion, their 
language, and their ci\'ilization. The Kaibarta 
.clans dwelt in the south, the Chanda] clans lived 
in the e..,t, the Koch, the Rajbansis :tllcl the 
Palis, known as Pundms, lived Ih the north, 
and the RlUris and Ragdis hved in the west. 
:Other smaller aboriginal clans, too numerous to 
mention, lived in all parts of Bengal. The Aryan 
Hindus came but did not exterminate the aborigines, 
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as' the Saxons exterminated the Britons in EI1O'land. 
~ 

On the contrary the aborigines received the civi-
lization amI religion and language of the conquer"" 
jng Hindus, and now form new Hindu ca~te$ at 
the lower end of the ladder. Such is the ethno ... 
logical history of Bengal, and out of the 4() 
mtllions of people in Bengal proper, only the upper 
c,lstes, scarcely S millions, arc SOlIS of the Aryan 
Hindu colonists. 

Turning from ancient times to modern'times, 
the stu(ient finus much that is interesting in the­
history of ~ orth Bengal. For among the great 
landed houses of Bengal there was none which 
owned sllch extensi ve posses.,iol1s and WllS so 
well knowll to fdllle as the house of Natore 
in the last century. The name of the iliusrrious 

Rani Bhavani is a household 
Rani Bhavani and l' Did 1 the Natore House. won 111 enga, an ler ex .. 

tCilsivc zemindari comprised 
the whole of North Bengal from the borders of 
l\lymcnsmg- to those of 131rblI00111. She was a 
conspicuous fit~ure in the l.lst d,lyS 01 :\1051em rule 
in Bengal ; al1d when Britlsh rule succeeded, her 
zemindari was still the ~1105t extensi \'e. \\'1 iting 
in 1786 Mr. J. Gr;.nt describes RJjshabi as "'tbe 
most ex-tensi \'C; 7.emil1dan 1ll Bengal or pechd pt; Ul 
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India; intersected in its whole lengtb by the 
great Ganges or its lesser branches with many 
other navigable rivers and fertilizing waters; pro­
ducing withjn the limits of Its jurisdic!.ioll at least 
four-fifths of all the silk, raw or manufactured, 
used in, or exported from the Empire of Hindu ... 
stall, with a superalmndance of all the other rich .. 
",5t productions of nature and art to be found in 
the warmer chmates of Asia, fit for commercial 
purposes." This great bouse has now declined, 
and new zemindariS have now been carved out 
of the extensive posaessiol1s of the Natore house. 

The Dinajpur Raj is also an old terlltonal 
hou~e in Bengal, and lIke all 

Dinajp.ore House. the oIU houses it suffered III 

the early years of British administration in Bengal. 
:rLe rnaladmmistration of this District furmshed 
the great BUI ke with matefluls for some of the 
Ul0st eloqnent passages in Ius impeachment of 
Warren Hastmgs. 

Edrly In 18y I I t:.l.llle fWIll Dinajpur to Midna­

Midnapur. 
pur, wInch WclS allotht"r of the 
anClent dlstncls visited by 

Houen Tbang in the seventh century of the 
Cbristlan Er,l. The Chine.3e traveller descrIbes 
Bve great Hmdu 1-:ingdoms in Bengal. VI"' :.-
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(I) Karna Suva rna, i. e. Bhagalpur &c. 
(z) Ptm.dra, i. e. Dinajpur &c. 
(3) Kamarupa, i. e. Assam &c. 
(4) Samatata. i. e. Dacca &c. 
(5) Tamralipti, i. e. Tumlook &c. 
Tumlook was a flourishing sea port in those 

days. Two centUries before 
Ancient Tamralipti or Houen TS,llllr another tra vell~r 

TUlDlook. ~ 1 1 

Fa Hian, saIled from thIs port 
to Ceylon. At present Tumlook is an inland 
place in Miunapur, for the -river slIt has f01 med 
some seventy mIles of land beyond Tumlook in 
these fourteen centuries from the time of Fa. 
Hmn. 

In its physical features Midnapllr is very Hk~ 
I3dokuta. The eastern half is alluvial and .cultiva­
ted and thickly populated; the western halfis 
undulating and rocky, covered \vith 5.11 wood and 
scrub jungle, and sparsely popUlated by aboriginal 
tribes. TII~ sea washes the southern shores of 
Mldnapur, and the tired offi<.ial ]s glad to pass 
a few days m a sea-side bungalow, and to have 
sea-bath. The SUbafTlarekha divides Mjdnapur 
from Orissa, and many were the battles fougll~ 
in tile olden d':lYs lD this frontier land, fir$t' 
between the Unyas and the Pathan conqueror&,. 
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and then between the Pathans and tIle Mogul 
cunquerors. The Uriyas maintained th'eir inde­
pendence till about [560 when the Palilans con­
q uereel then' land; but belure the end ot the cen­
tury the Pathans themselves yielded to the Moguls 
and to the genius of Todar MalIa and ~1an Sillha. 

The natural drainage of the country has been 

Canals, 
dloturbed by twu canab ('011-

stnrcted in this Di~tnct. The 
callal from Uluberia to Midnapur is the l'lgh 
road to the latter down, and tlll!re is a dally 
steamer serVIce 1rum Calcutt,l. The water uf tl11s 
canal is good fur irrigatIOn purposes, and tlh~ 

incume denved 1rom lrngaLion Il}()(e than GOVelS 

the cost of m<l,ll1lenance. :\ot so u,:,etul is the 
('oast eRnal starting Irol11 Geonkhallv, and pa~si\l~ 
throu~h the south of the DistrIct to OrJ~~,l. rile 
canal IS us;;less fur Inlt~at.lOn and 110t much used 
for 1l.t\·jgatlOn, except by the 5teamers whIch COll­

vey pllgnms to Puri. 
I \V,IS now pretty well tired wah ofIieial wnrk, 

a.nd tonk a long furlou~h in 1892. 1 returued fl u!n 
Europe at the dose ut the 

to :::!~~gh and visit following year, and in April 
1894 I was honoured by Guv­

enment with the appointment of a Divisional 
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miSSlone<l" of Burdwan. 

.BENGAl,. 

Commissioner, an appointmellt 
which had not yet been, held 
by my countrymen before. 

The appointment naturally attracted some at­
tention, and was regarried as a doubtful experi~ 
mellt. But all's well that enos well, and after a 
ye<tr's peaceful administration I nncie over charge 
in April 1895. That my countrymen may gr;tdually 
oblain an increasing share in the administration 
Df our own country is my hope and aspiratioll. 
That the Brjti~h Rule may in course of time b0 
based on the solid foul1li.ttion of popuLtr co-opera­
tion and popular representatiol1,--thc only founda­
tion on which foreign rule is pos~ihle ill civihz~d 

countries ill these day~,-is the hope and aspiration 
of every loyal British subject. 

I c .. mnot conclude, this little work better than 
by quoting a few sLanzas from all exc...:l1e1Jt poem on 
Indi,t, wlillen by 111\' frienJ Lo wholl1 I h,l\'t! dc(li­
cated this work Those who know him only as a 
high and able offi::ial, and a gra'"c and reverend 
judge, will scarcely believe that he courtcu the 
Muses not unsu::cessfully in his youn£;er <Ln's, and 
that the passion of his YDuth occasionally hrcaks 
forth, even now, with fervid and true eloquenC'e, in 
the midst of all his overwhelming office work and 
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his serious legal duties. Speakihg of Ina., ro~j".. 
under the British Rule, my friend Sill$S :-

Dost thou Rot see the fervid glow 
Returning to her p,t1hd UIOW", 

And mal k the breathtngs deep and slow 
The heaving bo!.om's rir.e and fan? 

The form, yet fall", \\!th tremour sh'lkefa 
A!. slo\\ Iy "1he I"t'!.pon<;lve \\<lkes 

At Bentinck's, C.lnni.ng's, Ripon's call I 

Then come, each near and distant hrothel" 1 
Come. \V.ltch and tend your" 'llong- mother 1 
\Ve h,IVe but her, and luve no othel,-

Bt' bhe our shallle, be she OUI glolY ! 
Come, plullg-e into the noble strife 
The long, ul1<;elfish, al dous !ffe, 

WhIch conquers, where f.ill b,lyonets gory. 

And England! hold thy <;i<;tel deat" ; 

Nor gl\"C nor take the tdunt OJ sneer; 
FOlget the p.lst, forgive, fo.-be,lI J 

Remember !.ttll they godly 1111"SI011! 

'Y!th glOWing pI Ide stull Hlsto-ry 
R~,;ol d th \' blnodlc!.'i victory,-

.\ I cigu of Jove! a poet'S vl!.ioll I 

tlost'Q' qRii'JI+('C!'!. ~'~ii\C6f", 
~a~iOBal '1.~~!:fJ' Kolka • 

• 


