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:;ecure local co-operation, it will be neoessary to nama gentle. 
men who will volunteer to act U8 Secretaries in diiterent. circles. 
In ma.king these appointments, I would deRire that the Utllt· 

iug local assooiations should be recoguized by their Seoretaries 
i.>eing appointed to report thlir work to this Conferenoe, and to 
tJorrespond with each olher. Atter these appoitltmentl:l of 
volllnteer Secretaries have been wado tor the several circle!!, the 
President would call upon the IO:Jal AssociatlOlls lepl'esl:lnted 
here to affiliate themselves to the Conference, and to send theil' 
reports through delegates each year Aftcr this work I'! ovcr, a 
lCbolution WIll bo proposed for your adoptlOu, ex plallling tIle 
methodti to be followed lfl the ",ork oi sllccessfully Clllrymg out 
reiorm in so('ial matters. 'l'he last resoluiion would refer to the 
bubJoots on whICh attention should 00 cI\1cHy directed ft)!' tllc 
In'esent, aod the limitahons suggested hy the condItions of OUI' 

society in rebpect of de"irable and llracticaLle reform,,_ Thls UI 

the pI'ogJ'amme of the day'l:j wurk, and I will now requebt you to 
give effect to it in the way you deem 11iObi convenieut. 

One more general remark, belore ('ondnrhng tbelOe obllaI'­
vaLiolls, may be permitted to me in l'egalll to the c:xisbug ooTt<!i· 
twn of thing", The chief .,v~nt of the yenr in this co{;nectioll is, 
DO doubt, the great roeeting at Ajmere in March last. The reo 
presentatives of twenty large and small states met Itt Ajmcrc, 
alld agreed to L'el'tain PI'oposals for l'eforms in marriage and 
death expenses, and to certain limitations about thE:' age of 
marriage, both of boys and girls. 'rhis indicat es a great cbange 
of feeling in a most orthodox province, and in tht' most ortho­
dox class of the people of that; province. 'rhis chauge of feeling 
111 not due to the adverse crittCism provoked by the activity of 
the Congress. 1 would Dever 11&Ve ",elconH·d tho change, it 
it had been the result of 8ucb a.dverse crIticism. I have 
c10selyltatehed l'ubli~ feeling during the last four years, 
aud thonglt when we met in Bombay nothing great was 
cloue .... tboulbt of beY9nd a. discourse by one or two frienda, 
and in Oa.1eut.ta 'We absolutely did nothing, we were able to put 
"1' 'be ~~ at MadrIl.8, and we now hope to Jay the 
f~ lit .Al1~ Onl$ one explanation ca.n be gi'ven 
of tltil~ of "'g ~d that is, t,hat people ha.ve eome to 
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BOO that, if they nlean real work, thll.t work must be on all the 
lill!!S or their activities. Even a citizen's virtue is not tht! 
bighest i~eal to which we can aspire. There is a highel' life 
stilI,alld that is repreRented by our family and social obliga.t~QD& 
The Rajputana people have set us a nohle example, and a 
Conference such as this, consistillg as it does of men wh" 
l.'epresent all that is best in each provInce, may woll be expected 
to take a leaf out of the histol', of the Ajmol'e gathering. (Loud 
cheers.) 

The Third Social Conference-Bombay-1889. 

III moving the first proposition Rao Babadlll' M. G. Ranadc 
said .-MH. PltESlDLNT, LADlES AND G~ Nl'LEIIIEN,-'fhe Resolution 
1 desire to place before this great meeting relates to a subject of 

considerable importance, and 0110 which was very IlOtly dis­
C'I1ssed in the publio newspapers in the early part of the year. 
It was at first, expected that Mr. Dayaram Gidumal, who 
originally started this disoussion by the publication of a small 
pamphlet, would have been abJe to aUend to-day, and move the 
Resolution himself. Unfortunately he lIas been unable to a.ttend 
the meeting, and I have been asked Ly him to supply his place. 
The ResCllution is to the following e:ffect :-

'That, in the opinion of this Conference, the dis~nction 
made by the Penal Code between the general age of consent 
(12 yearll) Ia.id down in Seotion 90, and the speoial age 
prescribed iu clause 5 and the Exceptiort in Section 375 is both 
uunecessa.ry and indefensible, aud that with a. view to pl'8Vilnt 

euly completion of marriages, which leads to the impail1rlent 
of pbYflical health of both husband and liife, ami-to file growth 
of a. weakly progeny, cohabitation b~01'e tbe wife is twel.fiyt¥l' 
old should be pUllillhable as 11 Cl'irninal offenoe. and tha.t evepy 
eiIort shonld be made by Rtwakenil~g public coDsruenoe 1'4. 
gra,ve da.ngers inourred to postpone the oompktion Gf man.iage 
till the age of 14 at l~t. a.s being in aooo~oe with ike die­
~ of our ancient medical work/t and modem Jleleu4;e, alP 
couuteD&lIoed by the apPl'OvCld sentiment. aud t~O& 4f,tia. 
country.' 
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Tbe question to be considered is a simple one. .All men 
are aware tha.t, under the la.w as it now l'ltands, connection by '" 
husband with his wife or by a stranger with any woman is 
punisbable a8 rIlpe, if the wife's or woman's age is below 10 
years. If the wife is above 10 years, the law has ruled that 
connection with her by ~I.!!! h».aba.nd is not. l'ape. In the cate of 
strangers, connection with a woman with her CODsent is not an 
offence rela.ting to the body under the Section, unless consent hM 
been extorted or given under mis-impression, while in the elise 
of the husband, connection with or without consent is not re­
garded as an offence at all. The ~ge of consent in this scct;nn 
is fixed at 10. The gem'raJ age of consent as bid down hy 
Rection 90 of the Penal Code is, however, 12, even in the case of 
assault (Section 350), whiJe in the case of certain offences it is 
as high as 14 or 16 (Sections :l61 and P7:1). 'l'h('se limits of Bile 
mean that the consent gi,An by It child, who iF! less than 12 or 
14 or 16 yeat's, to certain offences being committed does 
lIot take away the l1riminal character of these offences; while 
in the case of rape the consent is of no &vail ollly wbere th(l 
child iii less than 10 years old. This is clearly an anomaly 
of the Jaw whiob requires an explanation. If in the case 
of more venial offel/ces against the person nnd property 
of a ohild the age limit should be so high, it does not Iltanc1 
to reason that it should be so low in the clU'e of the offences 
described uude\' Section 375. 1tlr. Dayl\l'am'~ pamphl ... t. 
it mlt8t be admitted, raised side iSSUe<! which provoked 
controversy. He compared the English with the Indian 
Law, and dwelt upon the contra.st as one unfavourable to the 
Indian Oode. Of course, there was 80me point in these 
observations, but too much stress should not be laid upon these 
diiferersces, as the law8 of different countries are intended to 
Mit. the diff61'9n4; condiijODS of life and t.he habits of the people 
&iI!oted tberpby, ILnd it oa.not be urged as a sufficient reaSOl! 
tb 'tbodif1 the law of one conntl'Y tha.t in some other country 
tll., 1 .. " is diff61'8l1t. On' another point also, Mr. Dayaram tooe 
tip 'It. p:mtitm w~joh wa, not likely to pass unquestioned. lie 
m~ t1bi.t lUI tht taw laOW stood, connection with' ' .. 
-...&iaovf to,and belotr 12 years by a stranger with her 



INDTAN S()(JTAL REFOIUf. 

consent wnslIot punishable at Illl o.s nn offence. 'l'his poaition wail 
Qllf'Btioned by Profellsor Tilak of Poona. im a reply he p.nblished 
to Mr. Dayaram's pamphlet. !lnd in whioli it was urged' that 
np to the ap;e of t 2 such consent would not avail the o;ffender. 
I do not, wiqh t,o enter into these controversial points. Thfiy 
are not necessary for the purpose of recom.mending the Resolu­
tion I wiRh to move. in whioh partir.llllll,r care has been taken to 
Rteer cleat' of controversy. I take my stand on the Penal Code 
of the country, o.nd 011 the gravity 01' otherwise of t,he severa] 
{']aBRes of ofrences, alld ('n this baRifl 1 contend that if the con­
Ront of a girl doos not avail It, mfl.l1 who assall1ts ller or robs hoI' 
or cbeats hoI' 01' kidnn.pR hel', if !'ohe i~ helow 12 i.l some caSPR, 
n.nrl below 14 or 16 years in nge in other (laReS, pari passu, it 
sllOUld not e(tually avai' a strangee, 01' oven a !ltlshand, when 
the offence is rape, ani the gil'l is less than 12 years old, 
The thing has only to be staten in thi'l clenr way t,o make th.) 
anomaly appeal' lL very invidiom; and unjust reflection on out 
national character. it might indeed be said, Where is tbe 
practical evil whieh needs I'elief r Has anyboily cumplained 
against the existing state of the law? '1'he answer is not far 
to seek. If the law protects the husband or a stranger in the 
matte!', when tho viet,jm happens to be not less than 10 yelU's 
olel, how could you expeot complaintR in regard to it? And ye~ 
there have boen caseR of such oiIenres, and in certain parts ot 
the ooutltry it iR nlmOFlt A.n inf'ltitution to bring the child hll~ 
hand and wife together, notably in GUllat'lttll and Bongal. Th~ 

fart that tho Jrgislatu1'8, in dcfOl'i,lllCe to wllB.t it regarded ~ 
our nationnl weakness fixed the limit so ltlw, itself serveR to 
blind men's consciourme~FI .,n the point, and blunt!'. tlle mora.~ 
Rense of indignation and l'esentment. It is urged that th~ 
prl\ctice in all respectable faruilies ill superior to the l~w IIiII ~ 
Rbands, and tha.t therefore no change in the law is nooHBstyJ 
'My own feeling iFt that it is very de8i~ble to bring up the hl.W 
t.o the limit ot this respectable prr.ctioe, and to direct generat 
a.ttention to t be necessity (If slowly rai~ing the age of conllttm1ll.~ 
tiona Even the limit of 12 "_rl~lI too low; hut AI! that age It. 
been lll.id down gtmera.lly in the 'Code, I d() o()t H_k, to l'IIiiu • 
li.mit above that age. Of co~ it is very desirilf4e OB ~ 
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grouudl! that every effort should be made to put off the connection 
at leut till 14, dud the resolution is worded accordingly, While 
it seeks a. change of the law by substituting 12 for 10 years at'I 

the age of consent, it requirefl us all to put forth our best ef'forta 
to enlighten public conSClence, and in this way to raise the 
limit to 14. Private effort, will thus supplement the work of 
legislative reform, and it will only Reek legislative help in 
respect of removing an anomaly, "hich the law itself has 
I'reated, and which 110 private effort can by itself remove. A 
change of the kind Rtlg~i)SLeJ ,vonld ill its consequence produce 
a very healthy reaction On public feeling, and stimulate lind 
litrengthen pnvate effOl t. I hope YOll Will all acoept the resolu­
tion as a ~erv reasonable pl'Opobal. Yon will Ree that it is not 
a matter in which we go out of 0111' wily to ~eek the help of 
the law, whet'e the Jaw ha'l hitherto not interfered. It rela!JeR 
In It mllt!!'r in whi(·1t t he law lin" interfered. to OUl' prejudice, 
,md Wt· s(,f'k n ehnnge /0 68tabll';h It (181'HI'"hle harmony betwfl!'n 
till' law Ilml 0111' mmt IlPP,'()v{.d pmf'ticf'. ([,OIul ('hPf'r~) 

In moving j he Reeond propo'lil,ioTl, Uno Bahadul' M. O. 
Ranade said :-'l'ho Reeond propoRitlOTI relateR to It Rnhjeot 
which intimately concerns the futlll'o of ftll organised attempts 
at sooi&l reform. Whatever differtmce of opinion there might 
he as regards the geueml question of compnlsory IcgisJative 
Interfet'ence for the preventi{)n of gr'eat social evils, it is clear 
tha4 no I!eriol1~ objectioll can be taker. to a proposal to empowel' 
l\ OElt'ta.in body of pel Rons, who voluntarily tBke solemn pledges 
in matters of social reform f01' thill' own guidancl', to Rssociate 
tOJC&ther with other Flirnilarly pledgeel memberl'l wllG conRent to 
he ooWld by penalties enforceable by the IIOciet,y to which they 
Il&long, hI C\\fiJe of a IlI:'each of tbeqe pledges. Rvery legally 
<.'ontHtuted. lKlciety has t,bill po weI', It may have no OCC8Aion 
to A~ it. but tbe power malt exiAt a8 n, IMlt reflource. Caste 
ol'glllliMtionB have thi~ pltwer, and t,bey enforce it on ocf>uio.s. 
'I'll.,. fillfo1oee it AgAinst the wiFlbMand ('.onltent of tl.eir nunl1bel'll, 
wbiltr na~ the l/hm J11"Pposed, COnRf'nj" fvt'e ft,nll volnata."1t ill 
Ilu ..... l condition of ellf1)~ment, ft,ltd thiA circnmatutle 

g 
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differentiates the propo-al from it law of the State, or a cli!rtc 
rule. Oertainly no individual clIn claim po'\ver to dictAttt to 
dtflerll how tIleS' should act, hut all cotlct'ptions of tlllt'ilral' jilF,­
tice and chiT polity imply that anyone individual, Or a number 
of individuals, can, in respect of matters not prohibited 1Iy Jltw, 
prescribe the rule of conduct, fol' his own or their guidance. 9ild 

be in fact a Jaw t~ himRelf 01' themseln's. When the idea of 
compulsory prohibition hy law of cedain social abuses had to 
1)e given np as implacti~able fat' various teasons, it became 01elll' 
that for the RUCCE'SS and solidarity of all organized efforts at 
self-help, it WaR ne!'esslll'Y that, this permi~sive protection nnd 
Dllthorization by law Rhollld be Recured to give efi'ef't 
to the pledgeR Wl1ich might }l//.\,e heen Accepted as I'llleR 
of conduct. The want of such binding ond pm powering 
Taw was Ael'iollRly felt hy n S()(>ial ReforRl F\o('ipty in 
Rilld, and it n~hd the hE'lp or the GovernmPllf 01' lndi:· 
n.hont tlll'OO yeaI'll ago. 'rhat Government, howeyer, referl'E'd t.hE' 
npplil'nntR to the Companipq A('t vr of 1882, In whiC'h Srotion 
211 provideR fo1' ihe RE'giFltl'1ltion of ARAociationR not I'8.rMed on 
for profit. '1'1)(' Al1ggAQtioll wn'! adopted, and thO' RO!'iety )'fIgiRo 
lared jtllelf 11.1'1 an ARs(l('ilttion nfter obtaining 11 license from 
Hilvernment, to do 80. Rinoe thl'n n. similal' Moiety in Guzarath 
bas also taken some practICal steps in this direction: We bUt' 
also a movement in 0111' part of the Muntry based on the same 
line!!. It is, bowever, plain that 8.S the provisions of the Indian 
Companies A<'t are olearly intended to re~nJate IB.l'g8 Joint 
Rf()(>k bnlliMlis llndE'rtaking;;, carried on mnir.!y for the pur­
pO!!6fI of profit. t,helle proviRi6nR oannot conveniently regalat.e 
the work of 1lOCieties estahlishiKI for purposes of social reform 
hy perAotlS who bring nu c~pital, and own no joint pl'O~, 
hut who t,akt' ceTtaln oommon pledges for binding th$mselV'ell 
to pro.otistl particular rllleC! of C',ondoct. The two objestlfl being 
1'10 ineonlliRtent, the'lltw regulating blllline88 fIOCiet.iefI can never 
bP ronveniently appJl('d to the .other set of AR8OQ.iaiion8. Ex­
perience ba./! also deOlfttlstrated that this inconvenitmoe it 111 ., 

not, ;t fancied gt'ievanre. I hold in my baQd .. l~'.ritWn 
t,"l me hy a Sind g.tlltlemn.n. who is himself II meJll1ieru'\tie 
Sind Society, registffeti under tbe Companies ~ 11. ___ " 
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tlJlJ.t t.hc Cotupauies Act i~ utterly ullsuited to t.he g~uiotj of u 
OO(;~ Reform Association. '1'l1U cUmlmJU8 pl'Ocooure whic.h 
II,.!! tq ue obsel'vetl uudel' Seot.ions 7H awl 77, when allY u.ltera­
tiolll:! have been made ill the AI·t!cI1l8 of A.ssociatious, the im­
potltlibility of altel'iug the scope and ouject 118 set forth ill the 
Memorandum of ASsoLiatiollll uIlder Section 12, t.Iltl lIecessity 
of l'l'inting and puulisllillg l1otictls, balance bheets, &C,' at'e 
uuligations, which impose serious illCOIIVcuiCllces. The ~illd Social 
Jteform Assooiatioll has expe1'ieneed the difficulty of complying' 
with these ouel'ous obligations, aJld it id the gellel,ltl dt.lsire that 
a special Jaw (Ot· tbe hettel' l'egllllttioll of l{efol'Dl Associations 
should be pastled. Similarly the regulatiolls ill table A liltve 
1(1 be eX(lI'tlsbly excluded uuder Section :1H by the Al'ticlet> ut 
AssooiatiOl,I:I. If not 110 excluded 01' modified, the J'cgulatiuus 
II Laule A apply, and til. the 1'1'octldul'tJ of Associations. Tbti 
lul~ ill tuble A l'tlglll'dillg ItC(J()uut:-, Iwuit, JI()ii~:I;I!I, uud tJ,e 
jI"ocedUJ'9 to be followed at gtlllcl'ul lueetillg~, al'O W elabul'atv, 
Ilud ,'equire so much expellditul'(' fol' pI iutillg that it iH vcry 
llecessary to provide that tiJe!le 1'ules <ihull uot apply, Unlcl:lb 
ILlude expressly applicable by the 1l1,ticleil. 

Then again the fe\)B Jaid dowlI uuder SectiolJ 4{) IIl'C 110 

htllLvy as almost to ue Cl ul'lhing. and gl'ently ditliucliu4t 1J.I4j11 
f.'om fieekiug tbe Pl'ot-ection of the Companies Act. Govern­
llIeut b~ve only reduced the registra.tioll fees in the calle of !Such 
Associati@lle to Re.:,o, but this sum itself is !lot small, "hUc 
ihe other fees.on the l't'gistratioll of documents, (e.g., on noti~'t)s 

of obauge of offioe, Section 64) remaiu uncha.nged, and pl'tlll'l 

illWnveniently on the limited resources of the membeF8. Hili 
UeoefJ8ary, therefore, that thelle wes should be J'emoved. lnaQ­
veriebt omission to OOD'lwy with the plOvisious of SectiQDs ~7, 
50, ;)5 ... d 74, $ubjects AsllOOiations to 16&\'y lleoalties, Tbia dQtt,fll 

111M f1'QllA V4Jlunt.oe1tiug i;.} StU'Vo as Secrtltal'ies or Mauagiug lJil'el~. 
tvtsd .... uooiutioos. Tlie willdiug up Pl'UOOHS is ll.lt>o very c\UUL­
l'U.S, awl lDu~t be tlllule simple!' aud euiel·. I have llJad. these 
q~ioll8 h'OOl the leUeL' of my Siud u'ieud, and as he slle.,k" 
t4~ ,e¥{Hl1'ie1JCtI' a.ud tbulutt.el' repl'6I1eutll,.at> I at.n, iufClJ.'D'e~, 
U. 'I'.1I'1I,9f the Seullltt.I'Y of tuat !:ioci~ty. ilJ.S opjJl~ is 
~ to euu.eiderabLr wolgM. I mo.y. ",,1.8(,1 .Jitate tJi,.t lir. 
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DII.YlLl'am Gidumal, though he doet; not go so fa.r ~ the uthel 
Siud ctll'l'espolllleut to w hom I Iw,ve l'cferl'!'ld, ill condcl\1uil.:g. the 
Companies Act, joins with him itl thinking that the COll1p~1iIieh 
Act is uU!;oitable, and t,hat the ue"t plan to follow would -he to 
enlarge the scope of Act XXI of 1860, whICh is ill every way 
II. 6impler law, and to make it applicable to Social Reron,! 
~ssociatio"s, Mr. Dayaram has lJim3elf prepared the.draftQf 
sllcb an amelldill~ Act, which incorporates the most needful 
pt'f)visions of Act VI of 188:! lLnd of Act XXI of 1860, and that 
draft was Ilent to me for cou~idot atioll at this (jonf!'1 ence. Ah 
it is unt of place t() eApect It detailed considemtioll of the dralt 
ill this place, the ltesullliwlI provideH tOl' the appoilltmclIt of It 
!i1ll1L1l committee to take I,he dralt iutu its cousld.9!'atIOU. You 
~iIl then all agree with me tJlat I!. ClthO has heeu madtl out £01 
al}plyiug to Govornment fot' 11 Bptlcial law, whieh n{'c{'ssity the 
Resolution affirms in iLs thil'd paragraph, and fnl'ther suggestb 
the lines on which the Ilmending Act should be passed. The 
first plIl'ILgraph affirms the principle of snch permissive !<egis­
lation, The second paragraph of the Resolution wili, I real', 
roquire some more explanation from me_ Sention 9 of Aot XX] 
of 1860 provides for the levy of penaItie~ fOt, breach of rule". and 
Section 15 prescrlbes the qualiticatiolls of the members, Ou 
the ana.logy of these provisionR, it is proposed slighUy to 
enlarge them by }Jroviding that when a member of a RefQrm 
ABlIQciation dies without, resiguing hili! membership, his /JOUb 

a.nd other heirs shall, if the rules so pro\ ide, be regarded as 
coming in his place, unless 01' until they signify thoir hlteJ)tl()tl 
to the contrary. Such a provil!ion might seem u.nusual in sucb 
a. matter of "olunta.ry organizations, but it is a. very,lle.cfl8$alj 
provision to safeguard the iutel'ests of the surviving IUelb~l'S, 

It may gafltly be presumed that the 80n of a mau will pt'e(er to 
continne hiH wlhel'om:e \.I.) hit> fa.Lhcl"t> pl'im:ipleg r~ther thau 
disown them. TLere is all evident advft.utllge in the arrange­
ment, and the analogous tx-aditions of CRtI/.e!S a.nd guilds are iu 
its {avout', Thel'S is 110 btt.rdshil' iu the provisiou. beea1litl 
complete liberty to l'CSign is gwu'&uteed to the beh's af , 
decEl&8oo memosl', I bope to have thus wade nly 'weald»« 
plain iu regar4 to the m01'1;) imporw.ut poaiJio-. M ~ 
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Boesolution,' which 1 have pl'Opobed fol' yom' collitideru.­
tiun, it SetlkK 110 compubol'y illtel'fol'once of tLe faw. It 
unly Meekt! fur the ul'g'nni<!eJ AI/sooiatiolls it powel' tq giv~ 

effect to the l'ules and penalties tu w hiel! their mambaI'M 
ha.ve given e~pre"s and \oluutary a~tjel1t. Without such ,u 
power, it is the expcl'ieUl'p of all of u:! that wo al'e often in 
OUl' weaket· moments tempLed 10 faltel' and go WlOug. Of 
COUi'se, nobody expects that llIen CUll UI) made to practi!ie 1\8 

t,lley pl'euch hy force of the law. 'l'he !:ILlengt,h of n\OLivo, uud 
Lhe i/1lrlUII>t~ to act up to it. lIlU/,t como f['um \ViiI"", At tht! 
tla/lle tlllle the feal' uf !iocml opluioll i!:l not !ilmdl. I II 11 lIu'go 
lIulUbel' of l'lttle8, men feal' t.ltc OpiU101I or I hell fellows UltU'e 

thltll tLpy fear their OWII cOllsoiellcc, There ill Ill) vldill l'eUIlOII 

why thill power should not be turned Lo aceoullL, Of COUl'se 11, 

"Ill be turtl!!d to /l.eoouut ollly JIl the ca.be of those who COli­

Kent to ;Oltl a sOCltlty 011 t htlbC coudilion;" Others, who 8(} 

c!W08ti, might join simply a.s sympathi!.!!l·oj, but not (J1'epal'ed to 
bind themseh es to the \Jena-Hies laid down fol' a In'each of 
pledges, 1'llObe, however, who stand aloof, have 110 right to 
dictate that none ElhaH bind thellJselvefl, if they ,,0 choOl~e. 

Sueh a priuciple of Joint action cannot fail to lie of great help, 
and I trust thltt it willllleet with your approval. The power 
of registering Socia.l Reform Associations ah'!!lldy (lxil!Jts, Hnd 
it i8 not 8. new law that is sought. The law is thel'e. It is 1101 

It compulsory but a permis!!ive law. It is, howt;,ver, prClved 
to be cumbro1ls and iuconvenieut ill ma.ny respects, and all that. 
i8 proposed is to simplify it. Under these explanatiolls, I beg 
to move the adoption of the second Resolufion entrusted to me . 

• That in the opinion of the Conference, it is higbly de­
!!il'able that lJel'SOns, who voluntarily ltSJ>ociatc togethel fol' the 
\ll'Onlotion of 8~iul1'\lfol'I'), \Iond accept, certain pledges in l'esvect 
of t;be obUga.tiolls ca.st Up.>11 them ali lDenlblll'ij of such AslIooia,­
tions, should be euabled t.venfvrce, without difficalty aDd ex­
pensive litigation, the I'alm agaillllt those who violate them, by 
tbe levy of any pel'1alties sauctloned fly the l'ules 80 accepted by 
thew; 

4~ 'l'hat ,t the l'ul~ 1;0 i'l'OVu.l~, tuu hell'1f (1I0US, &t!.) 
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of adOO61t1JCU lUemUel'l>hall ou his death be deelllell tv lItllUe~8 
of the !juid AbSl)ciltt.ioIJR, !lud dOLhed with all th~ l'igbt~, 4uU 
btl buuject t~J all the liabilitlCt:! of t\Qch m~llIberbhip, uuLiI thtly 
lOt!ligu ill uccul'tlnu.;e with thc pl'ovh,iollb c<)utained in Ut.., ttlud 
rule!:! ; 

• S, A IIJ that 11'> the I'l'uvisioUb of til" COlllpuuies Act VI \.1 
JbM;! nud Act XX[ of 1~60 (lJitoral'Y and ChalitlL1Jle Socictiu..., 
Ad) do llot pI'ovida 8utticiellt facihticb for the pl'Upel' U";~Wl)iblt. 

tiliu of AssociatinUR for the promotion of bOlial reform'll, &ud 
the c61lduct ot theil' bn~illes!l alld the clJfol'cemellt of theit 
IJOllaltios, a dr'aft of 1\ Jess (:tltnbl'ous and mol'S clabtio Act 

illco!,£JOl'atiug and amendlllg' cf;!l'tuin Pl'OVi8iolls of both these 
ActH, ue I'l'ep/l.led alld snlJluitteoi to Go\'el'lIlllellt, with a. prayel 
l,haL it. wi II take illLo i 1,,, eal'1iehL cOIlr-.idcl'l11 ion tbe l\n,ir'u,hlity lit 
pa.sl!iut; a ::;pecil11 Act for Lhis pUI'l'0~e, Qud tha.t ill tho IIUlIUJ' 

while Go\'eluHJeut bhould exempt tho levy of all fut.,:> UUdtll'tllt' 

::ltaUll' aut\ Vompauies Acts 011 all documents cAecutell fl11 
the pUl'posei of such Assuciatiolls 't'he dlaft 1'IcpRl'cd by}tb 
Dayaram Gidumal t:!bould be l'efell'ud to II. committee cOllllilltiug 
of Rao aahadul' ItamLde, the HOIl, lh', l'eln.l1g", Mr. N, ti 
lJhaudaVRl'klll', and Ml'. DRyal'am Gidumal' 

The Fourth Social Conference-Calcutta-1890. 

In moving the (fit1lt) pl'opORitioll, • That t,\Jill Couft/renoe ~b 
he'll'. with 8atisfao~ion the account Qf tIle wOt'k done iu tbe~· 
lllQtion of socia.l reforrn bytbe 'Various independeut and ~ftiliated 
A$s(loif,tiol1s, estn.bli"h,ed in diffj3rent parts of the oountrYI aAA jt 
trusts that the good wod, that haa been done dru i.qg "be pa.at 
yuar will ~ contillued with the saUle 8111'qestness QllrW& \be 
oomiug Y68J:,' tLo HOll. ano Ba.\uJo,4ur M. G. &~tle ~ :~­
With t.be . .pcrmm,io&1 \,If the l"t~.de\lt., 1 P~~I ",ithi"t¥~ 
ahorUime at ~llr disposal to lay be£m ... ,fOil /It bJ,'i,hllnlftJaQ" fl.f 
t~e W(,)l'k doue by t.1»1 various i,utle,l)1!ud6Jlt ~Il .. tili .. ted.~illol 
Reform ASIluciatio1l8 DOW at wOl'k in thilj OOUl\(q 1lPl'~ tJ¥ 
}J&t!t feal', The yellt' ~hat il'l now !lblll1~ ~ 4IWlae bail! ~ if 
thia teape{..1, a moat eventful OUD, }"t'O'u Otlit etId: cri .... CP,"1i1 
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10 tb~ 'Ot,her, tllere has been an earnt'st r;tru!-,-gle going 01\ in tbo 
minds of atl classes d the comm~n'ity, and tbe fact baa been 
"ecoguised that the cl~ims of social reform 011 0111' attention arc 
of 8 pfltamount obalaeter, and that the time is PAst fot' a mere 
academical conr.ideratil)fl of the same. You will be glad to 
notice that we are no longer liable to the reproaoh of devotiug 
0\11' attention exclllRively to polities, IY)lIle neglecting the m~ 
peremptory ca118 of duty nM.reJ' homf.'. I have kept myself in 
t'Ouch with the beatings of the national pulse, ond 1 can tllere­
fore "peak with ~ome authority froom fh'st hllnd BOUreN! of infor­
mation. We have received l'epOl'bl f!'Om 11) circleR, including 
/ltrge and pOpUIOliA distr·ic·ts Iwd provinces in all the great 
Presidencies of the l~mpire. The mere enumeration of the 
names of theRc plaC'es WIll give yon an idea. nnd a mueh hett.er 
idea than any defWription can convey of the universal charaot~r 
of tlli" tlnfional awakening. The reports that I hold in my 
hanil hA.vP ('(mH~ from dilltant Quet/.n, Pnnja.b, Rind, G u.i3r~th, 
Rom hay, Dt'cean, iWntillll'11 Maratha Connt!'y, the Berlll''', 
~Iadrl\~, l\la!ltbftl', Bellary, Oudh, Rohllkanrl, Agrn, Me~r~t, 
(lomkllApUl', Hydemha.d (Decenn), Allahabad, Rnjpntnna, anll 
t'Vi>tl from places where we have re<leived no I'(lportl", me8,8age.~ 

of ~ympathy and co-operation JlIlve come to U.<l during the lAst 
few daYl\by letters or telegrams. Of course, 3S might be expected, 
act.ion bas-prtlvoked in some qua.rters a. reaction, a.nd orthodox 
commnnities, which hithel"to tTeated the matter with indiffer­
('Me, hue been stirred up to t,hrow off their lethlU'[lY, aod put 
forth their IItrength of numhelft by way of proteRt Bogai.ost the 
CODling changt'o Tbil!'has been notably the CAse at Delhi Bnd 
:n m.y part of the countit'y, as all!() in Madras. I welcome -tbiA 
ot'tbodox straggle to' discountenance the e:ffOl·ts of what they 
ft~ ~d to Foyle the- /I(j·caUftl refOl'mt>l'Il, beoause it briugll 
forcibly to the minds of many tboulla.nds of people-, whom we 
con'" 'flat. ()th~r",il!le t"6&Ch, fhe urgent neoessit.y of lletting OUI' 
non. ttl'tn'det'. Even the Delhi Pl1ndits found it nel'8l\8ary to 
yietd to the spirit of ttl. t,imtlf4 by taking up tbe cry of the 1'1iI­

'''~.iMt extravarant expenditUl'e on marl'iag8 and othe,' 
~, "he Shaatrill and reaetionisUt on our Ride of the 
«!c:idfl1. _ altW on the ~dm side, fonn4 it neceAAary to ~tlmit 
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the existence of the evil, though they wouM ha\'e nothing to do 
with the suggestioDs fOil reforming the nJUlittedly evil customs 
The ohief bone of contention wa.s t.the question of tbe 
Age of Consent, in regard to which our views were for. 
mull\ted ill the first ReRolution adopted Itt the last Coufet'tlUee, 
'l'he contrvverllY has raged ratner rl1rio)ll~ly round thiR centT'llI 
point. Memer'ials to the Government! of India wet'e sent, f1'om 
Vllri(HlS parts of thE' cOllnu-y,-Sind, Gujarnth, Bombay, Dec­
OOD, Mad/'RR, 'MangalOJ'e and .l\ieer'at, und all a ('onRequenef' 
coullter-memorials Wet e also sellt up by the Henares and DelhI 
IlonditR, and the Bombay, }looua/and Madras tea.ltioniRts, Tberf' 
is no dispute abollt the main qnestion. All alO agreed that 
the evil of prematnre ('onDfJctiOIlR iR one wldeh Rbonld bE' 
shongly put down. TIIllRe who oppose the proposals dQ- 110 

c'llieflyon the grollnd of the abllse of power by tohe poliee. 
Thill iF! however a qnestion of pl'Oceduf'E', and does not afte<>t 
the amendment, of nle Sllbsillntive pellsl Jsw.· All j'£>n,.IIol1llhlfl 
tl.rpreh~IlRi01IS Cll.Il en 'lily Ii" llE't nt, re!'.t by f\I1Mting cel'lnin pm. 
"isinns hy which j,he htTen('e (,!til he mallv 1\ ll{)n-cogniz'tble onE', 
Itnd ppl'mitting hail/til ('R.1'6S Wllel'e the otl'en('o doe'l not Y'eflnlt 
in R~rioll'l (,1'imel., " It ('lin, therefore, no longel' be said with 
iUMiae that i ho\'e is any Rerfou!! ~ditferonce of opinion on thiR 
point, The mittel' is now in t,he hllnds of Goverlfment, fLnd it 
is an open Sarl1lt t)lIlt the )egi~Jatul'e '111 ill before lODg take up 
HliR qnefo1tioll on th'e 11111lnimonfll reaommendlttion of the execu­
thte Uovernment. '1'h", point chiefly to be oonsidel'ed at thil! 
IoItRge is the l'xact, limit, of Ilge. wllioh 8.hOl~ld be adopted, Out· 
!\;de the Hi~rlll ('ommnnity. the fE'eling i8 that Ie yeers 8,8~­
oommended by the last Gonfer'ence is too Jow a. ft.nit. The lady 
lloctol'S Rnd the Public Health Society 0-£ this plltee have Rllg­
gestl'd It higher limit. On Olli' Ride of theMlulWy ~t'600 Hindu 
r.,aiell Itave taken the same view ill a. 'M('lrHm"t r add~ h1 
tnaJ'll to Her llajesty the Qlleeu-J£mpreSR. A. the flU~ ill 
now engtl<gtng the ooDsiderstion of Government, .we ~ Jot 
rlecelll'lt\ry to refrain from inc4nding it in the bf\8tDeU ef, $I1i. 
y .. r. whit·h ~'Oll will $K'e. from the draft ~laf;iOtlfl plftefl,f'in 
j'01tt kandA. inmnltfl. no 1'I'Of1081tl flM' l~.i". int~.' 
nCf'pt in ope ~mltll mM.~r ltl1nnt ~ ):)0._. t .. ~ •. 
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see from the reports that have come to haud, tilere is not muoh 
ditfiU'8nce of opinion. I refer to the proposed a.bolition of civil 
imprisonment in tho case of married women in execution of reo 
stitution decrees. 

I agree with my friend }ft·. Man mohall GhoRe iu the view 
that social reform is eminently I.L flnestion in whioh we must 
wOI'k for 01l1'8el ves, and by oUI'sld ves, but there it> one limitation 
to this freedom, vi;;., that where, ItS in the case of tho Age of 
Consont, as also in re!lpect of the el.tlcution of l'Ostitutioll 
decrees and the disabilities of married widows, the law itself 
has laid down certain undesirable restrictions, a change in tile 
Jaw can alono remove the evil complained of. Mr. Manmohan 
Ghose is too good a lawyer not to be aware of tllis limitation. 
In regard to all other matters, the present programme of the 
Conference is to work out the changes proposed by organising 
and educating public opinion. On the qu('stion of jnfaDt 
amI iIl-I\Rsorted marriages, for instance, the various Social 
Reform Associations have proceeded on the principle of self. 
help. Their me~t'S pledge thelJlsolves to advocate and 
adopt certain changes. The pledge movement started iu Poona 
has taken root, and has been adopted by Beral' friends, &s also 
by reformerd iu the N.- W. Provinces and Ondh ami Beluchi.­
tan. In Rajputana, Sta.te agency is m~e "~\fble by its 
peculiar constitution. 12 Sind and GU.i ..... ~' 'triends have 
advanced a step furt.her and have registered their AssooiatioD8 
which are working s.tisfactorily. The general feeling OD ""i8 
subject appears to be that the marriageable age should tit .. 
for the pl'esent at the limit of puberty, that is, 12 year •• th_ 
case of girls and 18 in the case of boys. In Rajpntan. tllty 
ht.ve go.ne further. -In Sind au« Gujarath fI.Jld Berar the limit. 
are lower. III ~t 0(.._ iU-aasorted marria.ges, the feeling 
&ee'818 to be th"t ~nr thM 30 years' difference should not e:lin 
~ the ages of maQ ADel wife. The draft ResolutioDs ha .. 
....... hmed ou the.., Knes, and lUI they repNSeDt the geoeral 
vicAr ij •• , bJ aoptd tha.t there will ~ DO room 101.' JUQOb 
di ..... M opiaioa. In regard te widow-marrlligel there. 
~~ durillg the taet year, a re-malTiage a12WD, $he 
~ ill Put-b .... blOentral froTi'Q08l, ad ~ OJ 

fJ 
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the Bombay blue. .~bout the ex('olUlllulllcation of persons WllO 
underta.ke .,{·a-voyages, public opinion i'l g't'owing more fa.vour­
l1b\e. 'l'be lnuia.u Deloga.t(''1, who l'et.urn'Jd about the middle 01 
the year, wero admitted back into their cOUlmunities wit.hout 
lUliCh dIfficulty. The difJieultieb, IlOwever, are lIot altogether 
imagmary, as the rt'cords of the .Tain defamation (~l\.Se in this 
oity amply testify. A rec,oJution therefore has h(>pn drafted on 
thi" Rnbject, to giv(' expr'cs<;ion to the wj~h of the Conference 
that Ii better feeling illl'e;{fird to the aarnr~"jon of SIl('h per~on'! 

hy tlic>il' cRRte'! 8hol.ld he ('16,,£(>(1 all oVP!' the C'ountry. Y<JIl 
will thll'l "ee, gentlemen, dtllt It good neal of wOl-k Rnd very 
hopeful work, has been IW('omplr'llled nil along the line. Th~ 

Conference, 'I"}:ero we have g'lItLered, brings all this work to 1\ 

focns, and this "'ppeal's to me to be its chief value. It strength­
ens the hands of local soeictics, it formulates toe met hous, 
_00 it regulateR the aspira.tions of those who arA working earn­
estly in this ca.IlSO. It thus make'! IlS feel for tlle fit'st time in 
our history, not ouly tlJat we are politically a nnitt'd nation, 
but that our soeial arrangements are also being suh1ected to 
the inspiring influences of the llational spirit. (Loud MetN.) 

The YIM Sqclal Confer~mce-Nagpur-189!. 

Rao Bahadnr ~r. G. f-(,aDade said (in moving the first 
resoltltion) .-

Mit. PRUIDENT AND G ENHEMJ:N.-I h.&v~ Leeu asked to move 
t~e lint resolution for the consideration of the meeting. The 
reBG]~tion runs thus :-

"Tha.t in the opinion of tbia Conference the recent decision 
of the Madl1\s High Court, affirming the validity of t.be eltSiom 
of exa.cting money in considel'atioD of the gift of girls ill 
marri8lfl8, not only confliets with the decision ef the 1{igh 
Oourts of Bombay alld CalOlltta, but is also condemned by 
4txpress test..'1 of Hindll IJltw, and by the best ol'thodox 
<Mutiment of the 4}Qunh·y. The COnfereJl08 aceordingl, JI68OtIt­

m.nds aU Sooial Reform 48l1Ot-iat$.oJUI to join topbe t ... 
,fort to d~nounc. this ,pndip,; .. nd ehtlftle,~ ..... 
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received by the father or guardian of the girl, shall be beld as 
a trust in the intereqt of the gil'l, and the trust dnly enforced." 

The Mudras deeibioll referred to is reported in the Indian 
IJSW Report, 13 Marl. £,3.-Viswanat han t'erSltB Saminatllan. 
'l'lJe pa.rtiel'! in this !mit were Jh'ahmim" and the Pla.intiff 
bronght his suit on 11 bond for H~. 200 pll1'scd by the 
UefendaDt in consideration of Plaintiff's givillg his dau~lJtel' 
iu marriage to tht> DefcrHlant's ncphew The Defendant 
pleaded that the consideration was illegal. The :::lub·Judge of 
Kllmhbakonum held that the con&idcl'lltlOll was lJot illegal, and 
lI110wed the claim. The matter came befol'P tile Hlgb Court. 
Justices Pal'ker and Wilkinson held that Plaillttff'~ claim WItt. 

maiot9.inable, aud wab not aga.iust public policy or Hindu Law. 
They admitted that such contrl1cts wm'o illeg-al in Englallcl, 
l:mt under the imrl'e!'.si<m Hl3.t n.e muml cU\lBcimlSueslI of the 
people in this country was not oppobod to the pra.ctiee, they 
decided that t.be cont:lidel'stion could !loL be regarded as im· 
Uloral or against public policy. The u8ciaions of the Bombay 
High Court in Dlllal'ai t'crslts Vallabdas Pragji rl'portetl ill the In­
dian Law Report, 1:3 Bombay, 126 and of the Calcutta High 
Court in U,amchand Sen versus Audllits Sen Ib , 10 Calcutta, 1051, 
ware referred to and disapproved for reasons stated in the .T udg· 
ment. 

The High Courts being thus in conflict with one another', 
it ~oomes necessary in this Social Confl'rence to give an expres­
sion to the genera.l feeling, that not merely the sympathies, huL 
the convictions of the public generally and noL of J'eformerll 
only, a.re opposed to the vie\v taken by the :Madras High Conrt. 
In the first instance the Madras High Court appear'! to bave 
overlook.ed the fact thai. the par·ties before them were Brahmins. 
and that the .Asur form of tnanoiage was condemned for tlle 
Brahmin caste. Oat of the eight forms of ttlorl'iage, t.b·e first 
i9ur Im!I commended fQl' Bra.hmin,., namely, the Drabmll., Da.i~a. 
AtsUa, And Pl'a.japatya: aod the ABUT form is only for Vaisb)'al 
.Qd Sadraa (Manu, ch. 3. verse 24). Secondly, the J1lliges 
~itd $pOll the comll'.umtator Siromani of Southern India, 
-'!:ideu\ified the ABUT ,with tile ..4."'84 -form of mat'tia{te. TtM 
CO.tDQ)entator may have been right in hit; view to the extent of 
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seeking to establish some -resemblanoe .between the two Wrlllli, 

but he could never have intended tha.t the Asur form was .as 
commelldable as Arsh for the Brahmins. 

The money consideration in this ca36 canuot, under allY 
oircumstances. fall within the gift of a cow or two permitted 
ill the Ar8h form of marria.ge. III ch. 3, verse 53, Manu goes 80 

fal' as to expressly ccntroV'ert the position that the gift in the 
Ar.l, form was ~fE~, and lays down that whether the gift is 
lwall or great, it is equally a sale of the girl, and constitutes 
an oiTence described as the sale of one's own chlldreu. 

Tbere is, therofore, uo Shastraic basis for tlte view tak.en 
by the :Madras Court, and this is admitted by the Judges them­
selves. They, however, thought that the custom was widely 
prevalent, and was not opposed to the moral comoiou!lness of the 
people. We can fairly join issue on both these points, a.nd 
COl' tend that the custom is not widely prevalent in .he higher 
castes, and that in all castts, it is opposed to the moral foolings 
of the people. Mr. Justice Scott, in his judgment, has expressly 
observed that the A81~r form of marriage is only legal among 
the lower oastes i and that in this respect though the ClUltom 

in the country may be defective, that is no reason why an addi­
tional evil should be engrafted upon the existing uRage. It is 
immol'al and against publio policy even in the present state of 
maotrimonial rela.tions in India. This view of Justice Soott was 
conourred in by Justice Jardine. The Chief Just.ice Garth, in 
tbe Oa.lcutta case also held that. such cont-roots were void aad 
iIlega.1 iu this couotry, aud were incapabJe of beinll enforced 
by the rules of equity and good coDscience. 'l'be fact that 
marriages of girls take pla.oe Ju,l'ing infancy is not a suBlcient 
reason for encollraging parents and guardia.ns to abuae their 
allthority over their infant cha.rges, by deriving moueyadn.ni;.. 
Age from disposing of their wa.rds. They wertt bound aB 

IM"nts to exercise their choice, not for their own ad\'aQtage, 
bill. for t.he interest of tbe minor girls. . 

It "',as, indeed, conteDded m the:Madru C.8e that lh. 
pa.rent.1 had to m.ainta.in the lUinor, .. ad might olaiUl. to be ril. 
imhut'88d the expenfIeA inoul'l'ed py ib... Such ata ~ 
'" hold sood in other OODnki(l8, but it.! .aua~;. &I 
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dat! of the parent, to support his child is not limited by sueh 
mercenary considerations. 

The Madra.c; Judges are themselves pI'eparet! to invalidate 
sncb oont.racts, whet'e the girl is given in mal'dRge to old a.nd 
debanched men, but this distinction Raps at the root of the 
principle involved. 'VllO is to decide npon the qualifications of 
tho old and dtohauched men? Where is the liUlit to be drawn? 
The better conrse soemri to be to follow the rulings of the 
Caloutta and Hombay High Courts. Of course in this conflict 
betwoen the High Courts, the f.Jegislatut'e can alone remo\'e 
the evil by expl'fsS law. It haR, in Section 23 of the Contract 
Act, la.id dc.wn t,he principle, and all that Ita<; to be done is to 
make the mCRnin!? more clear hy an addition, declaring that 
all payments, received by the girl's fathel' or by the guardia.n 
in :xUlsideration of the girl's marriage, are void lind illegal. 

'.I.'ill this is effected, the next best COllrse is to declare that 
all such payments IIore made ill t,he illterest of the 
girl, and that the p&rent 01' the gUllrdill1l is only a trnstee of 
the girl. llanu lays dowu (in eh. a, verse M) that if the 
payment iH made to the girl, there iii 110 ob,iection, and 
he striotly prohibits the relations of the girl from selzlDg 
the girl's wealth (ch. 3, verse 52). It is 011 this account 
that tlw resolution is worded in the way proposed. 

Tbere are some who think that payments made to the 
bridegroom's father should be brought under the same cate· 
gory. In some castes these payments alllo are exacted from 
tnQCeoal'j' motives. There ill, however, a difficulty jll the way, 
ca.ll88d by the fact that the appt'ove<l forms of marriages, Bra,hm.11 
a.lan ih&if<Q., oont.emplate gifts of money, &c., to complete the 
gift ., the git·}. 'fhe circumstaDces of the two cases are not 
~denf,ica.l, and it will take some time:to make people see any 
lUoonaisu.uey in following the old Jaw. We have, tberefore. 
conI,ioed. the reaolution .to the ciroumstances of the caN, itt 
which the custom is not widely prevalenliJand is certainly 
o~ &0 the moral eonlaowtlllDess of the people, And is, more­
ova, it! ... il"~ with express text.s. I hope I have made my 
~."* to every bo4y preseDt, .. ad that YOllwill approve 
~~, .whiolt t have the honol' DOW to lIIOV •• -
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Tbe Hon'bla Rao. Bahadul' M. o . .aanade d"livered au 
aUdre8H at the Hislop Col1('ge, explaining the objects and 
Jlcees.si/,y of the Social Conference, aua the mel.Lods of its 
opel'atio1l8, H.ao Bllhadur V.}L Bhide of Poona was in the 
chah" ,Mr'. Ranade said that he was not, utttwing .words of 
mere COlllllloll'1JllleO .courlefly oftelil used on !'llch OCcasiOUII, 

wlWJu he I;aid that the cordial l'eceptioll g-iVt'll to hjm alld hill 
fl'iends, stra~gers as they were, by tilt;) people of Nagp'U', was 
e.xceedjugly kind of them. When he left the Western coast, 
with its bill-forts and 31'iti plains, which wer'e Ilt present 
threa.tened with hcarcity, and wh(,l1 he first ~aw the fel,tilt> 
p~rt!l all this sitle, he could coueci\'e the satisf'lC~,ion his ances· 
tql's mnbt have felt in hetMing here, in thi:, JUhd of plallty, 
v!,!rdul'e, and hflppi~IIJS>:, Thol$e dap, aT'C gOlle. The wouJJ(h, 
th.eu ca.ubed havo beeu healed, The p(.>(i)ple 1lll,VI! l'ecollcilail 
themselves t.o the efIocts of the lJl'itish cOllquel$t. The old in­
vo.siof.\s fl'om the West h!l.\'c ceal$ed. But what is this Jlew 
il:V8.sioll, you will I1sk,-tbis tH'W invasion wlli('.h 8.LSU comes 
fl'Om the West, and ~ek8 to CILptUl'(J the East,? There is fil'st 
the Congress il)va&iQII, -you rnust slll'ely ha\:e reconciled your. 
self 1;1) it. Its tdumphal arch has been ra.ised. 'l'he camp is 
ready; aDd all preparations are ripe far a mighty siege, Tho 
sieging operations will commence from to-morrow, and you 
will all b(J busy contribnting yonI' share in them. The Con­
ftll.'ence mO\',ement,represen.ted a more humble in.vasion, there 
a~e no ua,tt,lemenLs, no, tl'iump,hal arches, IIO preparatKlus for 
war. Before com.ment·ing ita opera.tioDR, as the spokesma.n of 
tll", Conference, he was de!lirous of having a parley with those 
tbllt 11«1 assembled there. l\nd of seeking their elU'nest co­
opera.tion in the work it had nndertak6ll. The CongrslIS- inva­
sion was an invasion which Jleeded 110 advoca&e to l>lead it/! 
ca.use before them, as it had already l'\Ccured their sympathies. 
His JP,ission neflded an advpcate, for it. W8.l! a delicate task,­
this WOl'}i of SQcial reform. ' The work. of the Conference, .con­
cerl~ed 0U1' family jl,ltel'8st8, it toucbed the hearts of tbe.poop'p, 
Ij.n,d ,if flat .wisely ca.rried on, it was sure to. aroulW ' tlppoeieibln. 
l{is party cu~ld not .dopt the r6le:of d~biI11'" 'tlJey 
uever thought of adopting it. AIr. Rauade then weot.bl'6o t}UI 
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history and cOI1!<titutiol1 of the Social Coufel'ellc!', tho irnpol'tll.uro 
of which, he fo.llid, could bE' ea~ily 111lclel'HLorHl by his soyinA" that 
it l!Ought to purify and improve theil' (·haract.el' It~ mtizells 
anu Jt>l heads ot fILmilie". 'l'het·() wel'o at l}l'osent ,wltt.tered 
over this luge country a number of aRsociatiolJ~, whieh aimed 
at neforming the sOClal in'titutiolls of the peop)r, some tlrl'u! 

of them were l'egi&tf'l'etl ullder the Cumpuny'l'I Act or und£'l' tb'tl 
Religious 0.1)(1 Chal·itllble Societies' Act; thero wero some 
thirty other" which Fltti!ifierl thernselveR with mere pledgeR. 
'l'hlHe was an equal nl1mhel' of tllo<.,e who did not Inke !l1l.V 
pledges, but lmd been f.triving to Itg'itute to!' I·crorm. All 01 
these wOl·ked tor It eommoll PUI'poge, vi::., tllr .tmeliOl'ation 01 
the .social condition of the pl'ople. Bl'lt eu('h of theRe worke(!. 
independently. And for each of these to carryon correspond. 
once directly with the other association'!, nnn seek to benefit 
by their experience, 'Was 8. cu.mbl'ous process. To ut8.ke this 
PI'OOCIlS eo.sier ano more efi'tlC'ti ve, the Social Clln Ference was 
brougbt into being. ]<Jach Reform Assoeiation rl'quirl'o the 
co-operation of the rest, and each sollght tho henefit of HIO 
experience of othpl'S which 'Were working in the sllme direlltIou. 
Thill w&nt the Social Conference supplied, for at the Conference, 
views were exchanged, experience was communica.ted, varied 
information was focuBsed, and auditil)nal light WitS thrown 
each y~lIr on many subjects, and It unity of purpose WIlS 

secured in the work (If the different associations. The Con. 
ference, he repea.ted, was not It. dictatorial body commissioned 
to commanli subor'dinate associations, but it, was a gatnering 
where the representativell from diiIen'lut parts met t.o iuform 
C!at'h other and help eaoh other in the work of praotical rllform. 

In this socia.l problem more imp&rtaDce was paid to tAle 
methods of reform proposed than in the agitation fol' political 
refol'ln:. and J·ightly. 1<"or there was such a vu.l'iety of com· 
mnnitie& aloongst them tha.t what suited the aspiration of one 
may Dot fit in with the needs of the other, what WII.8 desired 
by QDe WM Dot nOO8lisary' for the purpOR8S of others. He would 
illustrate his remarks by taking the rna.lTiage qoestion. There 
WeN people, in remote India (a.bol1t many Ja.khs of them known 
as $a4_) wbOH cadom4nd 114-w allow,d Olle wife for, ti .... 
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brothers,-a custom which would be considered a sin, if not a 
crime, by IlS 011 this siut', but which pa'llied there as a. common· 
pla'Je occur'rence. A~aill, in otllet' parts lower Soutb, there ate 
people who 00 lIot. attnoh any sacred chal'l>cu,l', as we do here, 
to the marriage tie. }"01' the ptlrpOEoeS of religions law or civil 
law or nny lit", there is ueitller hU8haud nor wife ill Ma.labar. 
'1'his ('Uf!tom provails not in It liln,ltll portion pf this country, hut 
iu a. populou'l region Wllicll meaSllres 400 miles in length IUld 
30 to 40 miles in breadth. '1'I'oe learned lecturer sRid that II 

friend of Lis who was present bere to.duy, and who was try;ng 
to ml~ke marria/{e a permanent life·long obligation thet'e, was 
denonnced by these peopl(' ns aiming Itt a dreadful revolution. 
In the ]':ast, there waR a cln'ls v(,I'Y prominent and much res· 
pected, among whom all!' ma.n (whether he be a young or an 
old man) coulcI he tha hnsband of any numbsl' ot girls, irre· 
spective of age. Such lire the variotls customs ohtll.ining ilt 
different parts of the con utry, and what he said of tbfl mo.rria.ge 
cllstom a.pplied equally to other cu~toms. Hence there is the 
oiffioulty of prescribing one method of l'eform for all India. 
Neoel1sarily the methods must he differt'nt for different com· 
munities, and they nll1.~L be so framed that the old (lOntiDuity 
of Moh with its pa.st history may not be broken up. The Con­
ference proposes some common methods, and seeks to nnimate 
the workers wIth a right.eous purpose common to all. Happily 
aU thfl disput.el! ill this Social Heform agitation related to the 
{lUestiou of t1l6 methods to be pursued. 'J.'he existence of the evil 
was IH\mitted by re&flonable men of a.U paw.les, and the necessity 
for reform was rACogllized everywhere by t.hose who gave 
t.honght to the subject. The dispute was how shall they do it? 
In studying the ldstory of their country durirlg the past 2,000 
years, they would find illustrations of varioQs met,hods of ret'ol'lll 
There were some who sa.id that they should preach raforrn, 
hut that they should in practice only drift into reform, whieh 
means that we should close onr eyes, shut our mouths, tie d01rll 

our bands and feet, and wait and wait tilf tile train of events 
transferred us from on6 atage to another. Things ,h0111d be 
.. nowed to take their own COUl'll8. There .. u .. fallacy l;yiog 
tUb. root pf tl\is wbole vle" wb~ wp eo .. ~ -tba~it 
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was not nece,3sary for him to Ilpend many 'Woros to expoRe it. 
W:hen one drifts into reform, he is not reformed, he remaios 
exactly as lie was. The fastest railway train does not ~ive 

exercise to onr body, if we do not out'~elves move. Some there 
were who thought that when they were a8k~d to lend their 
su pport to reform, thpre Wit'! some object ive reality ()llt~ido them­
selves that they had to deal with 'fhere Wll~ no '!\lch thing. 
The thing to be reformed was their own ~elf, heart and he~d 
and sonl, their own prejudice"! wer!' to be re1I10\'ed, IhE'ir ,"uper· 
~titlOllS to he eradicated, theil' l'ouragE' to ho Ah'Pllgthpllpd, thfliJ' 
weakneRse" to be conquered, in fact their rhnraC'tEor to bl' flJl'med 
again flO as to SUIt the time"!, so It!; to fit wIth the Rplrlt of the 
age. :.\'11'. BanaeII' appeaJefl to each of hi'l heul'('rs If hiR con· 
'wlenep did flOt tell him that there wa'l Romet h ing ial·kiHg in 
him to make hllll what h(' deRired t{) hI' Amllf ~o what were 
the methodR which ('on/I/ I'Inpply w/mt WII" wanting in them F 
~lr. Ranado thpn nltmed fOllr method~ of maklng!\ ('on·wioDs 
f'ifort to reform. 'Phe nrl'll methlJd Wit" what he ('ould app,oxi. 
mately d('Rct'lbe as the method of tradillon, that i'l to say, of 
baRing reform on the old j,e...:tJ'l. 'I'he weJtpon oj thA ""hoolof 
tradition was mterpl'etation, III other worr1". tJtking the old 
texts as the basis, ancl to mt.erpret them flO H'! to Rnit IhA new 
leqnirementcl of the Itme~. This WII'! tlle mflthod followed hy 
Dr. Bbandarknr recently; and the flRme wa'l t he method of the 
venerable foundl'r of t,he At'YIL Aftmll i-Panellt DnyanaTld 
Sa.raswati-who beli~ved that. In ilellhng wIth tho lllfl'lSe<:, It 

wOllld not do to folll)w any other method thflll thnt of takIng 
the old texts, and putting new intel'pl'etlttion on them, ~o as to 
make all feel that there was all efi'OI't made to pr\!RerVe the old 
continuity, and that tbere Wi\'I no a.ttIJmpt I\t mUIlvllti'lll, which, 
it! tIle eyes of the i~~orant, always meant l.'evolutll)R. This IF the 
method theSoolalContel'U\cl'lfoJlows ill connE!!'tion With tf,a qUCRJ 

tio» of wiilow·rf'rnarriA.,ll'8 Tho next. methofl .... Jl" IIHlf of IIp[I'-nl. 
iug totbeoonscieuoe"'"ONJl.re pp..opl~. The fit'~t methotl, in tlH~ "pi­
nion of l\ good many pt!ople, tuds to diRpllh.tlllllll, Mid the, ... fOl e 
they AdVOO'Ate the method "r appMtling directly to their Wl'l1l6 

of right,and wrong'. gooa MId bad, slUflll and· \'irllloul\, The 
wea". or tibia sehool or tefvrlners is to seek: to bind men by .. 
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their own pledge 01' promise. The third method sought to 
enfor'ce reform by mean!! of penalties,-imposed either by the 
i'ft~te Dr' by the State, in either of wlllch case it is equally a 
cOllstrRint lmposed by t,he wise upon tho ignorant iu their 
common intereqt. It. has its merits as well as demerits, but it 
must bE' advocu.tE'O only in those cases in which the first two 
have uo ('llllnce of sucneRS, fol' it if; It coercivo method, which 
Rhould nut be rebOl-ted to, until othl'l wily'! havo been tried. 
TIlt' fonr·th melhod if< tllltt of diviaing- f"om till' l'e@t, llnd form­
ing /I new ('Ilmp, nnd Iolhift iog' 101' 0ll1'selv6R. Thill has itA 
llIPl'il'! too, hilt mnny morl) demelits, ilw chief aUlcng ,\hieh 
latter i'l tll(' broaking of continllily. All IE'ltd 10 the same gallI, 
aud exe('ptiug" the fOIlI,th one, all the thrlle have been accepte!l 
hy the Conference. The Conferenee is not, aA has been r.lisre­
pLr~E'ntrd, a body aiming at carrying out reform by roere Iegisla,. 
tion. This iR as inaccurate adeRlmphon of it flb clJulL1 pO!Jsibly 
be given. LegislatirlTl atE'ps III only when tho othel methods 
fail. He would lofer as an illnsrrat,lOn to the practice of the 
<;n,le of gills in lDarriag'E'. '1'he Madras High Court hM! given 
its !<IIPpOrt. to it. 'rIte Bombay and Bengal High CourtA havo 
prOTlOllnr .. a their opinio)) a1\ajn~t it. In such a ('aae comas U,c 
JIl·ed of logisllltWll. MI'_ HaIlR(11? then exorted his audience to 
h'ml their 811pport and tht'it' ac,tive Rupport to the callSe of 
Sociltl Hefot m. The Conference and the Congress, he I<Ri(l, 
W('1'O so closely nuited tbat tllE'Y could not help the one Ilnd 
di.collntenallcr tJw otJ}!!r ; I hoy were two sisterR,-the COllgl'ellS 
and the Conference; and they must let theltl bot,h go hand.iF­
hand, if I hey wi~hod to make real progress. TIle Cllllse of the 
Conference WIIS the (,llu~e of the well-heing of the people, even 
a, the pause of the Con~r(,A" WitS t,he ('aURe of their cO!-mtry's 
progreR~. 

The Sixth Social Conference-Allahabad-l 892. 

At a public meeting held on the 25th December, under ~ 
})l·es.ideney of the Hon'hle ~W Rfl.hadnr Ram KaH CbaaciNtl'4 
Rno Bahadnr AI. G. Rana.de gave an addresa ~ the ~~~ 
of "ao~ial );Jyolution." Be said :-.-Mf. :Presiqen; aIIlIG., 
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meu, OlltlO more we meet, in this busy wtJek of Deoomuel', 
this time in 'YOlll' historical nmi holy city, to ta.ke stock:' 
of 0111' yunt's achievement!i, to count our lOflscs lwd g!tiUI!, 
and to ple(l~e oUHlelves to help owl! 0(.1101' ill the unccftl:dllg 
~tr(lggle to bettel' o Ill' condit,i(1n, When hom ollr dibLaut 
lrrovillces we .. ttU,t on i,ht'M! ItlJlltml pilgrimage:-, we Itl'e 

oft.en twitted for OU1' pains by Ihobe who take cledit, to 
themselves for !:Iupel'iul' wisdom, aUll tilt) '{Ueht-jlm is ufttlU asked, 
what mad freak lays llOld of so mallY eurnOIlL IJliudll ill thu 
eO:lIltry, which leads them to pursue (,hiH wil'f1!,;'c of ltational 
tllevl1tioll, which recedes fllrther from our gm~p tho more eagerly 
\\0 rUIl after it. This !Sallie irreverent doubt aho weigh;, down 
Home among our own body ill our weak lUonHmt~, nud it seellll! 
to me vel'y neCei'llary, before we enter' UpOIJ lJW1'e serious work, 
to purify ourselves by tile discipline of a l'igOI'OIVl cour~() of f,(llf­
eXfllninatioll for the slt'aggle, Xothing strikes our critics both 
Etu'opean and Native, UR mot'e manifestly absurd than this 
OUI' faith thllt these RlltJUltl gRtllering~ will lll'ove hdpful ill 
attaining the objects we seek. Progress III th" urt, of stllf­
Governrner:t, both in it.s natioll!l.l and illdividual bearing;!, it is 
urged by some of our native friendB, can never bc secured by 
these baTf-collflllled gatherings of l'tlCeH nnd cree(la aud illtercl::lts, 
a.nd the jumble of tongues, and the tame imitation of methodM 
nof. our owu, Olll' };lll'Openll critics ltl'O mOl'e wise ill their 
generation, and llome of tlle wisest among tlrem IrlJ.ve demon­
IItl'll.ted to their own satisfaction that all Oriental l'l1ce.~ have 
had their day, and thut nothing is !lOW left to them but Lo vege· 
tate a.nd die, and make way for t,}H'ir betters. Political clevatiou, 
l1.t.ld socill.l emanoipation, religious ,'1' spiritual enlighteument,,­
thelle gift.s have twt been, and will never be, nc<lol'dillg to their 
philosopbers, vouchsafed allY more to ttlO Indian raCtlll, If 
these black: forebodings were really iUl'lpired prophecies, OUI' 

outlook would be dark indeed. Happily for us these prophecies 
al'8not trne, and what is more, it is in OUI' power to falsify 
t'beo1. Hilttory' doe!! not countenance tbem, and the teachinga 
of ~~ are not in their {avoar. No earnest prayer, no 8elf~ 
(l~ aspiration, llO sincere battling with falsenood and 
~we, etm ever uud$' God's Provid.nce, and in iailUN. 
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The method!> may have to be cban'~ed, but the I>truggle is evel' 
t,tw flame, und none need despair. It i~ not the gains that YOtI 

make ont,side ut you, it i'i nut wliau you bave, but wha,t you 
youllldves uecome, that makes Ijl' marE a man's or a nation's 
dt:'btllJ). Pal Licular reforms may ryll out of our reach, 01' may 
IJot be for OUI' lld,'aDLug'1l but the t'lol'DCl:!t uel<il'e for l'efOl'lD, and 
biuC61'b efi'ur t~ of bi~l f·f>acritictl dir'cct"d towards theil' llttainmenL 
Cllnuot but tlJI3I ate liil abuveoul' weaknellses, and stl'engthllD our 
IlLrollg puiutb, alld plant the htllHJel' of union in bearts torn with 
centUI'IC<I of I:>t1'1to lind disunioll, 'fhiE> is tbe moral inter'eht 
of the stl'llgg1tl, anti thobe who call110t appl'eclahl thifi illvaluable 
privdl'ge ot {j~htll>g ill thrl ulllks 1I1 such a struggle are,-wliat 
shallt cali lhtlrn-~mpenoI' perbons living ill !l PataJise of their 
own. If IlHh'ml b \stol'y aml HClence both rltlc\arc-i agaiust U::o, 
we might, fiuJ It, neCebhll.l',I' to pllUbll. 'ilut the hi"tory of tbH, 
greab couutry is but a fairy talc, if it hlt~ 1101., illulltrated how 
each iuvaslOlI frolll abl'oad ha~ tendeu to stlrvc 11.1> II> dif>ciplinc at 
the chosen race, and led to t,he gradual uevelopme11t oft he natioll 
to It higher ideal if 110t of actual facbl, at leabt of potential 
c.apahilit e" The nation hus nevet' been depressed beyond hope 
of rtJC!oVt'ry, but aHer I), tempm'lI.l'Y f>ubmer'ging uuder the flood" 
of fOI'eign influence>!, has reared up its head-absorbing aU that 
is be ... t in the allen civilisattou and polity and religions. The 
testimony of bciem:e POihh; ill the lIame directioll. If tha 
envh'onments determine tile gl'Owth, a chfl.nge in the environ­
meuts mUll/' briug about a l,hange in tbe 110litical and sooial 
orglLni&m, 'rhel'C i~ thus 110 CHouse for dllspail' if we only 
rernembl.ll' onc greuL lCl'ltlon of lliHtOl'Y IUld soienclJ, namely, tha.t 
no devolopment of the body politic iH possible, ulliest! tile new 
beat animates nil out' l'owel's, aq.d givtls lift! and warmth to 
all OUf' activities, 

When we meet at theso annual E,'l).thel'iugs to seek out' 
political elevation, W(l wust, not Jose Bight of tba fact tha.& 011.1' 

800ial oDmuoipation should go along with it, if we desire to be 
an individual OODbistent whole. with a. just balance of pow_ 
in all our tnoVenlBllts. In other WoMlII, the soci_l evolati$ 
)ll\l$t take place side by side, if ib should not ptteotde·. 
l'olitioal !t'owth that We dtlllltlG to acbieve. What lfJ Ii;'" 
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of you will ask, that you require of us to do in this wOlk of 
interual fr'eedoru l' I WOllld reply, the evolutioll that we should 
~eek if! a change from constraint to freedom-collstr'aint im­
posed by OUt' OWl! weaker lllltUl'C ave!' the frol,dom of (Jur higher 
powers, !tis I~ chango £r'om cl'etiuhty t.o tnit.h, h'o1TI eredulity 
which behove!; without grolllldH tu faith which builds it"el£ 
upon a firlll f'lIlndatlOll, Our :-,tat.IUIl ill life, Olll' riutie1>, and 
()llr'liIUit~ uf !lcLion 111'0 cerr,ainly fixed fur nl()~t of u:> by cilcum­
Nt,allces oV('!' which we llltve uo contl'ol, but thero iii :.till It Jl1rge 
lll&rgin left for freedom of I1ction, W' e voluutarily COI,tract, that 
llIal gill, aUlI billd oUl'bel VOti by f ettl:ll's, and glOl'y ill t.hem I~S 

the 'Mahomedan fakir' in Bombay, who thil,k~ lllIDbolf Rpecia.lIy 
favoured because hI;) beltl's llUfl.vy it'Oll !'Imius. The clllulge 
which we should all Hoek is tLu!! a change ft'om constraint to 
fr'eedoltl, fmIll Cl'edulity t.o faith, from tltntUH to contrlict, fr'om 
u,uthorit,y to reRSOll, from ullorganised to orgalli~ed life, from 
bIgotry to toler'atioll, from hliud fataliloJru to a HEme of !Iuman 
dignity. 'i'hlS is what 1 undel'bl.!~lld hy bOllial evolution, both 
fot'individuals and societies ill thiH COUlltt',), l~vell if we 
a006pt the evolution view to be COt'l'ect, it should not bc fo!'­
gotten that the ellviI'onments which surround us have changed, 
and arc Dot the same that they were a hundred years IJ.go. 
Peace and order reign thl'OugllOut the land ill~tead of the old dill­
tUl·baucos whioh made the preservation of life one's chief care, In. 
stead of our country being It sealed book. we are now a part of the 
oommunity of nations, feeling joy alld sorrow in their prosperity 
or distress. In our own country distl~nce and local barrieI'll wlJioh 
bO long separated us have been removed, and we are made 
IUOl'tl tnohile and coherent than we ever were befol'o. Tbeso 
Iwe only pbysical changes. MorEl important still is the disci· 
pline afforded ut! by the example aud teaching of the most gifted 
a.nd free nation in the world, whose r'ule guarantees to us a. 
long o9ntinulluce of tbe~ favourable oonditiooR. 'l'he reign of 
law ia supreme. Huma~ skill and buman sympathies are basy 
at work to OOl'1'8ct all ant failings, and it cannot well be tha.t 
aU this should baV6 happened, as a mere accident in huma.n 
stul'f~ The European philosopbers tbemselves admit tba.t 
1f~ miption and mt~8ion of new blood can alone revive 
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the old effete OrieI1tal races. I (lOll tend tha.t the changed order 
of things del:;(lI'ibed above are the new etlVir'onments in whim), 
without change of plaeo. we have been forced to migrate, they 
infUl;e llew blood illto our vein;;, and they brillg d(Jwn from 
heaven t.he ~pil itUft! tire whioh has bi"eng-th enough to purge 
us of Ollt' g'l'O~Mer' !;elvc!!, if we only wll. do our duty, On their 
olVn t.heory, tllt'refortJ, tliel'e is 110 cause for the despair which 
European thinker!:; feel. TIle IH'ocess of growth is always slow, 
where it uas to be It !llll'e g't'OlVtl.. 'l'he best natuf'es naturally 
waHt to ~horteTl this lon~ pl'OCebij ill their deb ire to achieve the 
work of IL eeutul'y ill a uemule. 'rhis temptation has to he 
resist,ed, lu](l in this respect, the teaching's of the evolution 
doctrine havtJ great force, because they tcadl that !,"I'owth is 
structural and or'gallic, ILntl must take slow eJf.'ct in all parts 
of tue organislIl, awl cannot neg-JecL any, and favour the rest. 
There aro those amongst. liS who think t.hat, ill this connectiou 
the WOl k of the reforlller is confined only to a bra\'e resolve to 
break with the past, aud do wllat our' individualreas.m suggests 
as proper alld ta. 'rhe power of long.formed habits amI 
tendencies is bOWIlVIJ1' ignored in this view of the matter, 
" The true reformer hit'! lIot to write upon a clean slate. Hill 
work is more oftl'n to eOlUpleLe the llaH·writteu 8entence. He 
has to produce the ideal Ollt of tho actual, a.nd by tbe l'elp of 
the aetual." 'We l,u,ve olle continuous stream of life !\owing 
paRt us, and" we must accept us valid the acts which were 
not,ed in the pabt, ILnd on t bt, principles of tIle past," and seek 
to turn the stream with a gentle ui;lnu hOl'e, and a. get,tle bend 
there, to fl'uctify the land; we cannot afford to dam it up 
altogethor, or fume it into <t Hew vhannel. It is thilS ciroum8tilnoe 
which constitutes the Dlot'8.1 interebt of the stt'uggle, and the 
a.dvice so frequently given-that we ha.ve only to shake· o'Ur 
bonds flU alld they will fall off themselves,-is one wbich 
matured and larger experience seldom supports. We cannot 
break with the pilllt altogether j with 0111' past we shOuld not 
break altogether, for it is a rich inheritance, atld 'We have m> 
1'eaSoll to be ashalned of it. 'fhe society to ",bioh we bekJbg 
bas shown wonderful clllo8tieity in the past, and th_ is flo 
reason for' apprehending that it has ceast!d to be ~ 
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and pa.tient. and persistent, in action. While reRpooting 
the past., we must ever seek to correct the parasitical growths 
I,hat have encrusted it, Rnd sucked the lifo out nf it. This is, 
at least, the spirit in which the Rocieties and flssocilttions which 
are repr'esented at the Racial Conferenl'e seek to work. They 
seek 110 clJange for its own !lake, or because it. is fltshionabJe 
elsewhere. They Reek their inspicut.ion in the beRt traditions 
of our own past, 11,U(laojI1',t tllO relflti011R of th!' paRt, with tha 
pt'eRrllt in a spirit of mutual forhNlrance. '1'11£' 8haRtras they 
!'evere, but thay reF-pect the spit'it, mom than thr Irtler of the 
Old law. The I'oad io; difliC'l11t flnd beRot. WIth dllngers, bllt as 
it is the only sure roao, t,here i~ 110 choil'l'. I.looked ar in this 
spirit, we may now J'eview the work of the paRt yelll, and 
1l1though. as ill tl.e politi('fd sphN'e of onr activity, we havo 
hoth gained Ilncllost grnunrJ, thert' iR, 011 the whole, 110 canse 
r:>r thinking that we ha\"'e wasted onr oppol'tnnitieR during the 
year that i8 aLout tf) close. Being in touC'h wit h f"if'ndR in all 
pllrts of the conntry, I can Rpeak wit h some lIuthority, and 1 am 
~lad to teRtify to the fact, that, it cannot, he Jaid at the door of 
the different local A"sol'iat,ioI1R thaI, tlwy havp bel'll idl(l all til" 
year ronnd. III t,be Bpngnl Pl'co,idency 1111 a~itation iuitiate!! 
hy Kuma.r Ronoy Kl'iRhnR Bahndur, Ilnd Rupported hy Ruch 

men as Sir Romesh Chandra Mitra and Pundit Mahpsh Cha.ndra 
and Bahn Surendra. Nath Bannerjec, haR been carried 011 in th" 
matter of removillg hindrances in thr way of the fl'et' admis­
Rion of men who go to foreign (lOlllltl'ies. VyavuRthll,R uumer'­
ously signed by Punditll and ot,herR, have advanced the solution 
of that question to a sensible extent. In the N.- W. ProvinceI'! 
and 0lldb, the KaYaRtha As!!ooiationR nnll their Conference 
hav,e done a. grea.t deal for that community in the wily o( 
checking intemperance and extravaganl'e, and promoting 
aduC&tion. In the Punjab, the haaHhy fH·tivity of the looal 
Arys. Samajas IIJl,IJ given to that body a position of great USEI­

fulness in the education and trltining of the community of the 
country. Two re-mal'l'iagtls, one ill high life and the adler in 
L'OD8(ltIau,ce with the 014 p.rllct.ices, have taken place with the 
app&1'ent a.PPl'l>l'al of mllny orthodox Jeaderf;. J .. owel' down in 
~ip~ ,t.be Walterl..-rit Rajpllt,ra Sablln hill'! devellilPed itll 
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orga.nization, a.nd enforced its rules with greator success than 
before, and tbe movemellt it! uow !.prefl,dnng among othl!'l' classes 
of the commnnity. 'rhe leading Native Rtates are ]endiD~ their 
support to the cause of reform officially. In Guzerath in Onr 
own Presidency, HIs HighnebFl the Maharajah Gaikwar bas 
been appealed to for help by the Mabajans of tbirty lending 
Rub-caste'! to help tbem in raising the limit, of marriageable 
age, Bnd checking extravllg'ance, In the l~ritish territory in 
t he same province, th'.l KUllbi popuhtio11 1.1\8 l,('e11 similarly 
profiting by the operation of th!' l'ule~ framed uncleI' the In­
fantiCIde Act~. In the rest ot tho PI'f'Riden(y, the Marwlltli 
.In.inR at NUE!lk and tbe Kayasthn. Pl'abhllS hove helo (JonferellCCR 
fOI' the promotion of l'efol'm in their own community. In Bom· 
bay a l'e-mal'riage waR celebrat(>u the othor dny which WIl'l alRO 
an lUter·marriage. In Poom!., owing to local distraotiol1!!, mll"h 
h1l.s not been done, but thf' Poona ARRol'iation hftS re<'ei\',,(' 
soveral more pledge~, Rnd Rome of the bi/o?hest families in th~ 
city have arrang'ed mutllftl man'iago alliance!'!, the actual. cele· 
bration of marr illge bein~. postponed tIll the girls arrive at 
puberty. Even the local distract,ion had fl. higher moral inter­
est than w hat people, louking superficially, would be prepared 
to admit. As the question is, however, still undeoided, lL 

W'Onld ho premature to proph!'sy tIle final results. But there 
,are IJvideut BIg-ns th",,!. the stt'llggle has commenced in e&rnosd, 
and it will eud in 0 com promise creditable to hoth the partie&. 
In MysolO His HighneHs tht' Mabarajah's Government is pre· 
par:ed to ulldel't.lk(> h·gilllu.tlOll ill resped of marriage reform, 
alld has bcen good "lIough t.o Hhow His Highness's appreciation of 
the work of the Conference hy deputing a learned Shastri of hi~ 
Court to help us in ollr deliberations. In Malabar the propos­
ed legislation of marriago among Nail'S has made IIOme pro­
gress. In the !\h,dras Presidency, t,hree re-mMrriagee took 
pllloe, one of them being an inter-marriage. A llew a1!8ociation 
of earnest wOI'kers has also been formt!d there, wllich repreeent.~ 
th.., young Mad. aR party, and pl'omise8 the happiest l'8fItll~s, 

Two of ollr most prominent wOl'kel'Jl undertook mis~y 
tqurs in the Pnnjab, in the Centrd Provinces an" in -the ~, 
at great self-sacuifi()e, In the Cenwal rn:l"ia~~ a ~~ 
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Christian was taken b:lCk iuto his ea&te by the loading Pandits 
of Jubbalpore. ~rakillg tLillg~ us they lire, this il:! not, I hope, a 
\ cry nllsatisfactol'Y aeeoun~ of the yeal"::l work, and it shows 
that the conscieuce of the eountl'y is tOlwLed ill all great 

centrell, nud with bett,et' organi;mtion, greater courage of 
cODviction, and more f!llth ill Pl'llvitiell(,C', we may hope that 

this pmcess of Rocial regeneration 01' l'volution, if you like so 
L') call it, "ill continuo to gl\JW in str'eng-tb and in power. '1'0 
help that gl'owth, by bringiug all wOI,ker,; together once a year 
tl' exehange views and t-lympathieFi, is thf' object with which 
we meet horf'. l.J{tst time the peopla of Allahabad gladly wt'l­
('()med our alforts, and we feel qUItE' ..,ure of R "imilar welconl(l 
nil thifl o('raAioTl. 

The Seventh Social Conference-Lahore-lSg3. 

Spenking 011 Soclalltefm·m. th(' lIoll'ble 1\1r •• J llRtice Ranade 
Raid ·-Mll. CIIAIH\lAN ANP GrN'11 nIl 'i'.-TI;i~ iH not tIl!' firRt, tim!' 
tlll1t I have come to viRit. tIllS bf'ltntiflll rity of yourI-<. Nearly 
:.lO years ago I first vioited Lahol'f', lIud Haw th(' Flightf! and made 
my~elf aCfLl1ainted with the notables of the ('ify. One genera­
tion baR passed Il,way since then, anll mallY of TIly old nequaint,. 
aDeo" have departed, Rod their plltee haH hl'en taken up by 
others who were then perhaps attending your schools and 
rollegcs. Dnring these 20 years, n. Rpiritual wave has Rwept 
over your province, a'ld I ~eesiglls and indH'ations which satisfy 
me tlmt you have beeu all the hettel' fOJ,the operat,ion o[ thiR 
most elevat.ing influence. I visi/Ad jhi~ place IIgain 7 year~ 
ago; but my visit t.hen WIIS only fot :. Ahor,t time, and now you 
tind me here before you in YO'll' midst on the occasion of this 
({reat g'ltthering of the Indian nation!!, ,vldch 11111' been held 
.l1lnually for t,be paRt niT e yell.l'q in the g'I'eat, cupitalf.l of thll 
Ilt·:tiRh Indian Empire. I come this time in connection with 
a mission of plmce, which tb(' General Secretary of the Oon­
fer'ence, Dewan Babadur It. ltughunath !t,\() ha.~ been pleased 
to l\.8l1ign to me, nl!.mely, to bespeak yonI' favoumhle attention 
to the <'$8ideration or matters wllje·h more intimat.ely concern 
the t<Mte welfR'I'B of the great Empire to which we all belong 
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than many others with the noise of which the ah' i'l singing all 
about us here. Perhaps few of you have Leen privileged tu 
Fiee Dewan llnhadur Raghunath Rao. He is the father and 
the patriarch of thi~ movement. The respect due to age and 
rank and education is sanctified in his ease by the ebarm of ~ 
llighly Rpiritual life, It tempel' so sweElt, II. heart so warm and 
sympat.hetic, that I am not exaggerating when I say that 
many of you ml!~ht well undertake a pilgrimage n11 the way to 
Madras to see him once Jll your life. By reuson of old lt~e and 
illfirmitieR he hIts heen nnable to ('orne ovm' here, and ha~ 

fieputed me to df'liver to you this mf'ssage at peae!", Itud jp 

seek your co-operntion III 1110 !!,'l'('ft/ \\01'1. of f,()('ial I'('fol'm, which 
has a ('I aim upon your ntt!'ntion a'l logltirun,tc as thE' mort! 
stirring political atlpiration"l whi('1, for thp tim!' engn~o YOUl 

attention. This remimlA mE' of !~ RLory whit'h I hnplwned 
Romfl months ago to '['ead in a hiogl'aphy of the prophet of Arahi.L 
Yon all know that .Mahorued's firRt wife Khadja WIlR olc1er thaH 
himself, and that in later hfe wlH'n he bf'Came a power in 
Arabia, he took a second and 8 youugel' Wife named. Aycsba 
This younger wife om'e asked the old prophet tbo reason -why 
he did llOt gi,e !tIl his heart to the wife of his ohoice, [,0 beautI­
ful and so yonng, who had hrought him nc('ession of power ano 
wealth, and why he st.iIl shared thnt affection with one who 
was old and dpcuyed. 1\iabnmed gave a reply wbich hM It 
moml true for all eternity. He said to his young wife that 
thongh he loved bar, he couhl not wpll give np bis whole afi'ec­
I,ion to her, for IllS old wHe'R ('taimR on his love wel'a stronger 
and far more legitimat.e than any that she eou1l1 pload. Kha.di.l~ 

had II.Ocepted him when.he waR POOl' and unknown, lIl.e 
had tended him, advise(! him, and helped him in his cal'fll' 
and a~xieties. and hflr }'lIM(, ('ould not, he filled by any woman 
however lovely, whom he ('hoRe for hl"1' nhll.rm of age and 
heaut.y. . 

This beautiftll little swry hall a morat, the signifieAnoe (1\ 

whioh we should not forget on occasions Jike this. Tholte "lto 
know me know fnll welt that T 1I11onld he the J&at pe1'fK)b 'to 
oondemn the politieal aspimtions that have beenm-e.ll;W lft onr 
minds 8.S the J'I>IIult of British Mlte 4tlClllberalldtl,,"iO'll, "t:nbPy 
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l'Cprlll>elI.t It department of human activity, to the cla.ims of 
whieh the people of thit; country ha~'e been long indiJrerent. 
No UlIIl! call feel the full diguity of human existence, who iii 
tluad to the dllties of the citilr.euship of a gt'eat empire. At the 
~aU1O time thib uew lovo, t hat has Spl'l!ug up in us, ought not 
to dry up the fouutaius of Oul' atlection [01 the old claimant, 
who accepted us wLoll've WCl'e pOOl' amI h('lpJos~, without 
II hOBo Holl:\.ioue caro and waichfullltloS \\ e l',~U 110\'01' Lope to bl:' 
1Jl a tit conditiou to uuuet take tlJ() higLut l'e::,puullil,ilitills that we 
'Il'Jk to UOSU1'VC. It Wllb .~ "CUbe uf ihi" lIet'o;;~ity of developillg' 
IHth equal ClLlO Ow wLolo of OUl' bOllig, buth ill it" family and 
~()I'ial relatiolls, as uh,o ill it., rclatioll to the hoJy politic, tlmt 
I1upelled Dewan Hahudut' aud JUYbelf a,., his holpruato to ati,{'ud 
thesc g.1therillg's evel'lSincc tlwil' inceptwlI ill Bombay ill lbll5. 
'rho UOllgl'esli leader!:! have also. ufter horne pl'elirmnary dillieuI­
tie'l, l'ecognilr.ed the fact that thilS old claimant upon our affec­
twns could 1I0t be entirely igllol'eu, and have granted us pel'­
llIibSiOIl to caJ'ry on in their calliI' 0111' propaganda Oll our own 
I e~pollsibil ity. I hope theso 1l1tl'oductory ol!sorvatious will 
!rive you au in!light into the natllI'll of tho mesbage that r IJ&vf' 
beon deputed horo to COlllll1Unieatll to you, and. it is this mission 
thai brings me and others of my friends to illls great distance, 
<l.t thit; by 110 means to Ul> at lellst agreeable season of the yeM', 
About 135 year:; ago my ancestor':l eame to your parts of tho 
l:oul1t1'y 101' a brief iuterval, but theu their miHsion was dif­
ferent. Our halldl! wel'e at elleh otlJer's thl'OI~ts thell. 'fIle 
Pu.; Britannica. has uow l'eleastld those hauds for' othor an d 
Iloblel' work. We now meet as brotherlS and friendll. You 
l.ave treated Uil as your welcome gU(Jsts, alld we mellt here to 
dISCUSS, in a. language tAlat. we all understand and ,,,ith complete 
freedom, the 1l1auy evils that we all more 01' less suifer, and 
which are so cleep-rooted jn the very vitals of our family and 
lIocinl flystem. Do I ex .. g~erate in Rny way the character or 
this disorder in 01'11' system of family life? J am not given to 
eUIJ'gera.tiou, Roud the subject is too serioDs to admit of Buoh 
Iig4t t.rea,tment. I appe&l to every oue of the mallY hUl'Jdrooa of 
the ~en before me,-I appeal to them nlOst solemnly,-l ask 
tQep1 tQ,1e.y tbeir boos OIl ,heir IUlart.tl, and sta.nd np bftfol'e 
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tliis meeting and say, if anyone can muster oourage to say it,­
that "Our fam'ily and social arrangements have not been out of 
joint. fbr centurit·s togctbl'l'? Are we or are we not CClnsoiOUb 

that many of liS, under the llarcotic influence of custom anti 
usage, too often violate tbe feehngs of our common humau lJature 
and our sen !Ie of right. I1nd "rong, btl1nt tlIe growth of anI' 
bigher life, and embitter the exi~ten(Je of many of those who 
depend on Uil, our wives and children, our brothers and sons, 
our relatives and friendb r Al'e we prepated to POUlt 

out any t;ingle hour of 1 htl day w\t€'n W(' do I10t unconsciously 
commit injustice uf It sort, by the /due of l\ Illch municipal 
ltljnstice is nothlllg, wbeu we do not uu('o)}8cionsly sanctiou 
iniquities by the 'lide of which the most oppressive tyrant'b 
rule is mercy itself? 'Ve resent the jn~ult given by tb(' 
otpressor. We plote~t against the unjust judge. Here 
however we are judge and jUlY and prosecuto .. allll aWOl­

ed ourselves, and we Rte sometimes consciously ant! malt 
often unconscioludy comllJitted to a course of condnct, which 
makes tyrants and slaves of us all and, sapping the 'ltrength of 
OUt' l'esolutioll, drags us down to onr fall-to be the lal1ghin~ 
stock of the ~hole ,"orld. Till we set tbese mattel'b 
dgbt, it IS ahIlOSt hopeless to expoct tbat we can have t}lI~t 

manliness of character, that sense of our rights and respousi­
bilities without whicll polItical alld Dlunidpal freedom is haal to 
acbieve and impossible to pretlel've. 

I wa.nt. YO'l to recogni~e this fact, 1 have no autl,onty 
to suggest to YOll remedies. These will suggest them­
selves to you, The fetters of the mind once realized n, 
fetters, will dmp off themselves. They cease to be fetterF, 
and even become B. dlscipliD(! for ";; better Ristenoe. It 
llUIoy take .I!..&.l'S and generations to achi~ve tbis reMllt. 
We may all havo/to die a.nd become maDure for the seeds t>i 
life in future generations. But onoe we enter upon the J'iig'ht 
path, the torch of light blazing inside us, .which we ~ly .-k 
to darken witb our a,rtHleial l'llsbli,hts. '..nil abo,," to •• bo 
come after Ull the way to he81feD. Tbe 'fIf&y' to h~ ~Ja & 

nal'I:'QW path. and oue hu totread upon .batp~~ i .... "'I11b'eflts, 
ca.a:e{al)y ballmCillg the weak liDlbt and 6I~ .""'.to 
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heB is. as you a.1I know, a road well paved with good intel1-
tiona, and we have only to close our eye!! and shut. our ea1'll, to 
be listless and indifferent, lead a butterfly existeDce, and die 
mtellectually and spirituallY, We have purj,ued Hint. way too 
long, and It is time now tlmL WI! should take duo "are to set 
our houses in order, lit; no mere whitewashing antI no plaster­
ing would remove theKo hidden tlOUl'ees of our weaknesses. 
'l'he whole eXistence mUhL be renOHtted. The impLislll of fire 
0.11(1 not of water J/IUbt be gone t hJ'0ugh l,y tl)01~e ,~ho seek a 
renovatioll of heart 811Ch as thill. 

Perhaps some of you might thull',lIud ill LiJls fdvoulcd 
laMd (If your's you IlllVO good )'£,11,8011 to thiuk, that things 
are lIot so bad a" they "eem. Thllt is also Tf).y own 
hope; and thIs faith ill n8 alone makes us ff'C'1 that if we 
all }Jull strongly uud heaT hly, we muy yet aehieve our 
regener..ttioll. I profess lwplicit faith in two articles of my 
cr·eed. 'l'his country of aliI'S is the tl'UC lUlld of promise. Thill 
race of ours is the chosen mce. 1t was not for nothing tbllt 
nod has showered His choieest blessings on thi., ancient land of 
Aryu.varta. We can see His haud in history. Above all other 
,:ountl'ies we iuhel'it 8 l'ivtllzation and 1/, religiou~ and Ilocial 
polity w},iC'h has beeu allowed fo work their own free develop­
Illeut on the big theatre 01: time '['here has orCl! lIO revolution. 
lIud yet the old condition of t hmgs haH beeu tending to reful11l 
ltself by the slolV' process of assimilation. 'l'he great l'Bligi~tlI; 
uf the worlJ took their' birth herB, and now they meet again aM 

brother!> jJl'epared to welcome a higher dispensation, which will 
nnite all Il.pd vivify all. I~dia alone, among all the conntriP8 
of the world, has been so favoUl~d, and we may derive much 
I>trengtb of illwal'd hove from such a contemplation. Change 
for ihe better by slow abliorption-assimiJation not by sudden 
llQDV8l'(IipD. a)W. rev~lution-this has been HJe characteristic 
featQ,fe of ottl' past hi.tory. We have Qutlived Buddhism, 8Jid wo 
QOnq~d it by imbibingdtB excellenees and l'!'jecting its fll'1'(}f''' 

W. ha-.e ontlived AlIt,homedAll repression, and haveooDqllved it; 
by.bet.., the better f(1r the Ilat'dy discipline in the salemv yre 
w_f:t~b u.~ it~. <1ominatiau. TlHl old" orld l®lleJUll'8 of 
t1¥ ~ 01 .. rri~ lile .wd 01 aJlil.i3tion ()f iYJlti Jw; Wen 
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pUI'got! fl'OW Uti. '1'/Jool<1 worlU slavery of tho l:)uoru, willious hal1 
beau quieMy ItbuuLlonou, the el'ewhile Sulira clasties have beau 
olevlltt'u into VaitihyalS. our Brahmins bave become Wlj.l'riOl'g 
aud 8.tatesnwll, Kshatl'iallliave becollle pLilosophel's alld guidefl. 
Imd our Vailihyus have become our pro}Jhebs and lSltiutl!, 'rho 
old wodd fetichiblll hat! given pllL:le to i:lolaLl'y, 'L'!lC old worlt1 
polytheism IIIl.!. ~ivt,u place to a 1'ull l'ccoguitioll J!y the 
humble"!' of our people of till' UIJiL,Y uf Uw guuilead. (JUI 

VOI'UCiOUlS levu of t1csh IHtd "Hit' baH llJ:l.UtJ l!)ulll luI' au ilioal 
of ablltiueucc, chaliL,r. uud lllCl'C~, uukIJOWII all U\Cl' tiltJ 
wol'l.1. Tho "ILl sacI'ilicu!:! of lUall aUlI 1":ea&L haHl gi\'tlll plllcE' 
to tho Lulitll' haet'itico~ oj' tllu pah~i'HI" ill 11:-1, nil; patriarchal 
fOl'lIls oE.soeieLy Imvc madc I"lllllh Ill!' ClllUllIuwd or'g'uuiL.utioUH 

Ill! ovel' tIte ('ouuLty. 'rho bunctity of wOlUau'l:j placo-if lIut 

as \\ Ife, ~ et al'> JIlOtllCl', daughter, aud bist,oJ',-h!1:{ lltloll 
l'ealiL.ell ill a ,\ay unknown before 01' elscwhel'e. 

All tlwse ('hanga", havc heen bl'ought, alX,UL COll.,\Jiouf,iy 01' 

tlllCOllbl'ioUHly \\ ithout any violent struggle, l~lId without, break· 
ing up the continuity of tho old life. If the guidiug hand of 
Ood ill history has bO favoured llS hit herLo, '" hy t!hould we 
despair now whcn we have heon brought uuder influences of :1 
still more c1evatillg kind i' '1'!to Old 'r6l!Lameut testifies to tLo 
truth and beuigllity of the prumise of the New Oospel. It if< 
the Gol'lpcl which tl'ltClleb us tIle suprenlU dut,y of uniticatioll in 
place of di~sem>iou. It teaohes us by example find pI'ecapt the 
MUpl'Omll viI'tlle of ol'gallizatioll hud self-l't'JI!1f1CO. It holds be­
fore UII It brighter ideal of the di~uity of tbe individual soul·­
the image of the Uod in us. 1t seeks to bridge tlte chasm we 
otberwise would ]lave been vnable to Spa.D by oar own unaided 
efforts, and holds us out. It hope of a more hopeft:ll fatuI'e t,Ran 
we have ever enjoyed in the past. . 

I hope thus to have shown the ut'geney of ~be work of 
sooia.l reform IUId the grollnds which jl16~Vy oor hope that 
honest and united efforts will surely lead to success. Tha,nks to 
t,be Arya. Sa.maj Ulo"emt'ut in yOUl' pa,l't of the colUltry ~4 the 
Brahmo Samaj organizq,tioDa in o~be1.' J»U'tII t>f lJ!Cli ... ~ 
aDd noble work baa been aooomplished witbi n ~ paltM'-';' 
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tion or two. I am here however speaking as a l'f'presolltativc 
of no particular Samaj, but as a mE'mber of the gl'eo.t Hindu 
(·ommunity which peoples this land alld fot ms one·sillth of tho 
human race. 'l'he tr uo test of pl'ogress must be seen ill SigllR 
1\ hich show that thiR vast mM'! of humanity IS being vivIfied 
hy the sarred fire wl1lch burn'! only to pudfy and elevate, 
There are those who think that no "11('h signs ('on be seen, and 
that our higbf'!'t duty i~ to sepalate ol1I'i~eln'!'! from tho decaying 
maSA and look t'lour own safety, J hftve bn,ttlrd with tbi3 
lr1ea for the IOf.t SO years aud I I'>hall proLe .. t agl1ll'st it, till hfo 
1'1 'Ipllred ,mel my \01('0 pcrllllt<.; !lIf' tn Rpt'ltk 'l'h,· llindll 
(")mJnunity j" 1I0t a leRtel11lg' mils" ot dc('uy and ('ol'rupt ion. It 
I~ no donht ronservahvc to /I tlegl'e(', hnt thai COlJRt'l'Vatism it< 
Its strenq-th, No nltholl lilt'! ILny tl(·",tIned pln('(' in hu .. tory 
whirh Cllltng'OR lis cl'ct'd and it'! moral'!, it<; rustoms nnd its socinl 
I',)lity, with the> fa('lltiy of fl1~hlOl1f, Ai the RaIDO time om' 
('onservabsm doel! not prevent tho slow ahsorption of new ideas 
n.nd the grndual assimilation 01 new pr'lctices. You will Jllt.tu­
Tally expect me to produee my credential'! tor FHW\, a statement. 
If yon will not do it there are others \\ ho will, and I shall 
therefore pasR briefly in review the '!oeial hi!!tory of the past 
year, just reminding YOll of its JpA.ding fenture'! In support of 
my statement (1) ~'lr'!t and foremost in the hst of sueh f'vents I 
would put the action takt'n by the My sore (/uvernmont in the 
Ullltter of improved L.egislation for ('hacking infant and ill. 
fLs'!orted marriages. The matter W81'l taken up Itt the instance 
1)£ the Repres{'utativrR of the )fysore Assemhly and aHer ob. 
ta.ining tho cOJlsont of thE' hoadb of Ih(' grl'nt Mutt!', the subject 
1'i'1I.8 dillcusspd fonnaUy IlIJd, thtl\lgl, i hI:' numeIl('a\ malority was 
againl'lt thilil reform, the rninority waf, r(Jsp(,(·tnhle and was AUra 

to carry the dillY sooner Qt' latel'. (:!) The eXIHnple 01 MY80J'8 
wal!/ followed alAo by th(. enlightened 1'l2ler of Hamda IvboBe 
help was asked by tho lea.ding Mahajans of thatl'ity to l'ltrength • 
.. n their efforts at refOl·m by Ipgal Manction, An infant 
~rartiage Bill a.nd also 1\ Bill t.() enr..onrn,gn the formati(\ll of 
socia.l improvement societielf have b('en framed nnd pnbliahed, 
and ~lIe now llodm: t'}ttntideration. (3) The Rajpnt Hitkarini 
'Sts.'b'W,llU411 yon all know Aeen the pioneer in thf.!le reform a, 
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a.nd ,it<! wOI'k lIas be6n growing ill f;Cppe and power. 'l'he 

example of the Hlljpnts i8 being followed by other castes jll 

that Province. 'Wo have thus had three experimenLs I!ondncted 
on different methods by the I'uling authorities of RlIjputana, 

GujBl'at.h, 8ud lHYbol'e,-all tending t,()\vl1l'ds the flllme end by 
ditif\t'ent, dil'o('bions. 'fhis variety of \I1ethods is the hest test of 
the geunilleness of the reform movement .. (4) While these leading 
Native States show clear signs of advance, the great }]cclesias. 
tical Heads lire not, baekwal'd. In OUI' part of the COllJJtry 
tlle Rhal1kamchal',Vl1. of t,!w ~ankeRwlu' ]\[ utt, h'l.s been moved by 
It l"etition signed hy m,wy t.lionRl1nd~ of pcr'son~ h express h;f, 
disapproval of (,he pl'ad ;('tl of t.he flail" of git'l,' in the form of 

marriage. (I» The :MadraR High Court. ltll'en years ago g!);ve 

!10m!' !lunction to tlli" illegal pl'flotiop, and it.;;; notion war, 

comment.ed upon ill n formal HeAolntiol1 Itt the NlIgpul' Con­
feronco. Rinoe then it ltoA S(,OIl l'elt'lon to ('hnnge Its views am: 
has diflOWllO(} thfl inferel1('f'R Rngge·;t.f>d hy it" pl'evionil deri· 
!lionR. (G) Anothcr Slllmkflrn('haryn at. Dwa)'ka in Gujo.mth has 
pt'olllill('(l his RUPP01't to 11 movement fill' the illlprm'ernent ill 
the native ca]oudlll' Ilbollt which discll~'liol! has het'll going 011 

lor IL long time ill our pal't of t lit' ('ollnt)'y, (7) Sringet i 
Shaukllrnelutl'ya ll!lf! heoll dist ir,gllishing himself 011 tho saml' 
s\de hy removing f,lIe hilll!t'lweefl {,o for'cign j)'!wel, and acivibiu!,' 
the MalJol'lIjah I}f MYSOl'e to lllJder/akfl n, trip to Caloutta by 
... ell inf'tcllfl of by lllnd. 1'011 will t1lU1\ see that bot.h the Civil 
IHld Iteligion.~ hSl\dA of t.he {'olUnlunity are feeling a new 
j'eSpOnsHlility in tllis mat.ter', which is sUI'ely It Rign we cannot 
but welcome, It, showl'l t,hat the movement i~ not ('onfined tjl 

II. heterodox millorit,y, as Rome people are pleallt'd tn eall it. (8) 
III fl1rt,her proof of this progl'eflR 1 wonld drltw yOIll' attent,ioll 
tQ the movement in ,Mnllthar foI' JegllJizing marriage,-a. want, 
which the N airs bad not t.ill now f('\Jt" The question is Rtill 
Illtder the cOllsidel'ation of Government, and thanks to tho effortll 

of .my.iI'iend t.he Hon'ble 8ankarall Nltir, an improved ma.llriag{l 
lAW will sooliler or later be passed for that province. (9) Anotber 
of my friends. t,he Hon'hle Bhashyam AiYllngar hall bro'llg"'-t in II 
Bill ,far:. relaxing t.he rigidity of t.he joint fn.mily IIYJl_.b$' ex· 
tending the ROOpe of self.acqnired. property, -The aOll~~'" 
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HelllU'i G ho~e hits actll!tlly cal'l ied a lunr.1l measnre of improve­
Illl'llt in the aucient htw of eqnal pnl,titioll ill his pl'ovince. (10) 
It might IJl' urged tilllt :til tId!'. wal> the wOl'k of the aothol'itit.'o8 
:tnd that people generlilly took 110 Jllll'! in it. 'rhit> was, bow~ 
evel', not tr'ue, The Tlleetil1g's ot the Sueil1l Conference fl'om year 
to year would hav€' no \alue by thel1lselvo<;, if they did nOL reflect 
conqiderable local activity in t,he !lame dil'o('tion. The KaYl.Lstha 
l'ommllnity in the North- WeRt PrO\'lnN1S mny well claim the 
II(,IIOI' of leading thi'l popular movement, In tho Nort,h· Wllilt 

Pr'ovincef; Itnd the Pnnjab, th9il' Sadar SabhM, prvvillcial and 
1 "('It I Subhufl, their journals, thoir edll('ntionallIlAt,itntions and 
IJplll'volf'nt. j"l1nci" HI'C It fentnr'() of thi<; actit'ity too marked t.o 
ho paA'wl 0\,('1', ThaiI' methoth of operA,Lion art' suited to t,heir 
.. ('edp /lnd they have f()ught, RllCCI'ASfully against intampel'anco 
:, nd extf'ltvaga11(,(, ill tllf'il' ('ommlluity, (11) Tbeir oltample 

haR been foIinwcd by tllO BllnrgfLvHs of 1110 NortlJ·Wel!t Provin· 
't'R, thf' .1ai11f;, tlH' Agfll'\·nla<.; 01' VniRhyllR, the .Tati', the Mali8 ill 

Ra.ipntnnn, una tho RHl'inR ill tho Pllnjllb And by mnny other 
'mailer ('ommunitieA, who lOt'et in ConferellCE'A every year to 
provide fOl' the eciucntion of thei!' children, both hoys and gIrls. 
Itld frame rilles againRt early tnarriagcR Ilnd ('xtravagance in 
t'~ penditure. (12) 'rhe tendency of II 11 theRt~ local bodie .. , 
l'!'.pecrilllly the Kllyustha Sabhas, i" to break up the fimaller 
divi'liolls and prom.)to intcr.marria/lo and inter· dining among 
~llbosectiollS of tho SRme cMte. Tho JllitporoMnnajaos in 
KathiawlU' have expreRsly proposed this lati,er object for the 
('onsideration of their ("Istf'), (1:3) Following the oxample of 
the North West P,'oviuceF!, the Audic:ha Brahminll in G11jarath, 
tile Oswal .Taine in Nasik and the Kayastha Prabhus in Thana 
have held Rlmilllr meetiogq of their ca~tes for the same obj9(ltl 
with eqru.lIy gtloci resolt'!. These oaste organizations do not 
retleot, betel'odmcy, bllt are inteTIHely orthodox and yet they feel 
U,e necessity of reform and organized effort,/!. MRiny of tbe/le 
organizations are not r~nflU'ly -affiliated aq 8ociet,j~!I I'cpreseMed 
at the Social CGUfel'f'DCe, but some of them are 110 "ffi1iated Ii'hd 
the Oonference ill chiefly of valne in that it stimulates thetJcj 
JoCiI,l _frottlil. (14) There a."e r.>gnlAr circle8, in wbioh Aaaoeia. 
t~.ftiit, who'86tld thei1.' delega~1J to the Confepences" '* 

6 
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example I mig-lit refer to the BelIal'Y Sanmargll Samaj, tbi' 
Bera1' Association. the Dharwal' Samilani Sabha, the Madra ... 
Poona and AIJmedabad As~ociations. the Gaziapur, l\Ieerut, and 
Ajrnere circles. and the Silld A~sociation. Several of the~e are 
registered As~ociations aHd others at'€' tfiking bteps to regi~tel 
themselves. (1;» 'l'be,w A~bocifttioll~ wllilo t:tking up Bocial 
reform join \\ ith it a general movement ill fnvoul' of pnrityof 
condnct, and of pllrgiIlg' th£> C'ommnnity of viciollS practices. 
The :Madras F:ablw. 1Ut" taken tho loltd a~ain,·j the <lancing girl 
institution. Mnny obhf>t~ tithe pledg("J agaIB'lt intemperlllll'(, 
incontinence ttlJd po1ygamy (16) 'rhe Bf>I1~1t1 Prpsidell<'.~ 

while it is the oentre of thf> nmll mo Samaj moveme>ut, lIas 111' 
accountably shown It strall!?c tendenC'y toW/tl'ds bi~oted conserva­
tism among the masses ill It ,,,ay llot known in (,ther parts ot 

India. Evell there, Jwwcver, the sen-voyage mOl'oment lw ... 
been laken up in right earnest, alld OJ'galllzed aftoll'! :ue bRim! 
'<lirected to fat'ilitate the admission into ca&te of pe1''l(1);' who LaH' 
crossed the seas. (17) On OUl' side of the countzy tho BIiInO 
!DOVE/mont bas found greater favour with orthodox pi"Ople, and 
,ldmissions into caste have taken plucl' in Ahmedabad and til" 
Konkan, and Rlljkot on 1,ermR, which Rhowa grent relaxahfJ!) 
of tlle former prejndicOR. (18) Our Presidency haR also becl. 
distinguisbed by the favourable reception it has given to thl' 
re.marri8~f) movement. A'I many ns seven l'e-ruarriages tooh 
place last year in our Provinne-'lpontanoou'i marriages no! 
brought about by organization.,. (1ft) Madl'l~R and the Punjab 
have also shown Borne activity in this directIon. A" might be 
expected these re.marriages frequently involve tho breach of 
stl.ict caste exolusiveness, allu they thus serve a doubJe purpose 
(20) The Arya Samaj has distinguished itl\lelf by tLe re-"d· 
mission into their community of repentant converts to othel 
religions. (21) In my part of the country amoDg the highest 
<_te Brabmins two virgin girls respectively of 13 I\nd 1[. 

yeAl1l were ma.rried last year, t'E'fleoting the highest CJ'lldit 
upon theIr parents. Two or three other gIrls of the beat ta~i­
lin have bad the Vllkda.n ceremony performed.t the ~ of 12 
or IS, a.nd the marriage ceremony post.poned frill, ~.~ity. 
(22) The lWoda Gcrv.-nment hu tt.bp &tepa ". e¢oree 
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oompultlory education in ODO pat t of its tert itory all au experi. 
ment. 

I think I have ~aid ~DDugh to show that this movement ill 
favour of s,)cial l'efot'm is neither confined to any ooe province, 
llor to any class of the community, hut ib a gO'leral and POPUla,l' 

movement all over HIe coun!!·y, and embraces all castes. It 
eover!l It wide pt'ogramme, cnc<Jlllaglllg' foreign travel, re­
marriago of ",jdow~. interfusion ot CRstO,"" tho aumisaioD of 
lOllVel·ts, and checking il,jaut aUlI ill-assorteu rrJl1l'riagoR, poly­
:hIDY, !lulu of girl", illtempeIUllce, awl inl·outiu£>llce. Thu 
IIltlthOUb on which It Ib coucluded »I'e vIII·jed, but nIl are aoimut­
od by a common purpobe. Thol'o l~ the method of legisla.tion 
,mel of executive aetiOl), there is the method of strengthening 
ea,to organizations, and tho method of appealing to tbe COtl­

~C1ences of men by pledges. There is also the method of inter­
pretation, and public preaebing and popular enlightenment aI'S 

also relied UpOll as helplj. All the~e methods of work 1.1.1'0 cumed 
OIl together with It common aim. Thet's io tbus no reaaou fat' 
teellng hopelebs about tho ultimate fiuccess of efforts so Jirflotl'll 
.LlIe! so general. There 18 no other !;phere of activity, pohtieal 01' 

educational 01' Industrial, whICh flCOn)!1 to have tftken Buoh 

hold of Lho popular' mind. Of courbe ttdmission is slow, and 
chaugo is gradunl j and ardlmt a.nd earnest DlindH desire to BOO 

the work oocomplished in their owll lifo-time. 'rho method uf 
(ehellion, i e., of aoparating from the cOlTlUlunity, naturally 
HUggOBtB itself to such minds I aw constitutionally inclined 
10 put luore faith ill the other methods wontioned abo\'t·. 
'l'hey keep up oontinuity, and prevent orthodQXY from becoming 
rea.ctionists ou.t of a mero spirit of opposition. '1'ho1'6 are dis­
a.dvantages in this slow process of working, bot they have to be 
}Iut up wit,h. This has been the characteristic line of action 
followed by our ancestors, and. there is 110 l'eaflOn to thitlk 
that tl1e)" wore aBe-ntiaIl! mistaken. The Social Oouferenca 
meats every year to foclls all this information and make 'it 
a.va.ilahle to all local workers. By this mutual olcbanse of 
views, each circle and 811$oeiatioD is stimula.ted by e¥atllple 
ab~ ~ to higher e1forts. a.nd these eii<lrts aro guiW iu 
the Pl'\IjfIr .tions by tblJ experience of thOse ~ 
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which ara more advanced than otherR in pllrticular fllltttel'El. 

Its reRolutions expreRs the ideals to he aimed at. Each InCiIl 
assoMation ifl l'f'commf'tlded to appr'oach these ideals in its own 
WlLy,and iR reqllirfld to give an nccount of its workcvery yeal'. 
Thi'iJ may lIeem to mr.ny a vpry t'mslI progress, Dut it i~ 
eminently pl'lIctimLl. A few advllu('(jd reformers ftonm all pllrt~ 
of the country ml'eting togethet· will l1flL be [\ ble to accomplish 
t.heirpurpost>, IJPcll.l1se, a':l at. present, situRted, they are separa· 
ted from one another in .'tJlrelations of life ill It way t.o mak<­
joint action impossible. The resolution!> at'e ~tri('tly hil1dill<! 
upon those who accept t:lIJm ill the SIt/lW W:l'y lV'I tlle dictateh 
of conscience al'e bindilJg'; alJd they ('annot he made mort' 
binding ill any othC'l' way except ill small locul 'Jrg'ltuir.atiom" 
T hopn I lJave made the ;lims aud pllrpose" of the COnftlI'elH'{' 
clear to you, Rnd with this t'xplanatj'JIl I foel 1'()Y)iiricnt tbnt 
yoo. will join with us an!! promote the work we '111 have ot 
}leart. I thank you lleal'tily for t he patient henring you ha\'c 
given me, and hope that 0111' bes~ioll here will intl:.rflst yon. 
and enlist your sympathy in this good causo. 

The Eighth Social Conference-Madras-1894. 

The Imbjt>ct IIf tho lecture ",us .. The Past HistOl'Y of 
Social Reform." Mr. J u,;tice Ranade said :-GENTLKlI1EN,-H 

is & SOU1'lle of unmixed satisftwtion to tne and to my fl'itmd~ 

tlltel'ested in the cause of social olevation that after &e rell 

yea.re' wa.uderiu/!!I far and noar over aU t,he chief provinces oj 
India, we have beeu t!pal'od to visit tlie SUllther'n Presidency. 
which 111"' for a thousand yeat's :l.lld moro maintained its reo 
putation 8.8 the fOllntHiu sourco of all higher spir·itual, 8ooi~1 

and mora.l development in this grea.t country. YOUI' Dra.:vidioo 
Qlviliza.tion has been alwa.ys strong enough to retain the stamp 
of itt individ~lit1 in the midst of Aryan illundation~ whioh 
submerged it for a time. Yon thus posseiS au advanta~ over 
liS; hailiu{l' from lllore northern pI'ovioce«.-wbioh advqtage 
by been ut.ilised by yOt1t' Alwftt' sa.ints to an extant Nnowa <to 
ua. By the side of the fOIlt' Vedas. your Tfl.ntil"~'Gf -de:vc 
tiou OOI1stitut. f,be ftftb Veda., wbi04 is cllalJW b,. ~~ 
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on OCOII.;;iolll! of fesLi v·al., ll.ud l'elig-iull'> edebrI4il'))lh. 'l' Iv!!1 \Ill 
llUndred years /I,go, the great .Acll11ryn of the Adwait philoso­
phy finally Qver'Lul'ue i the Athuibtic pililosllphjp!l of the 
lluddl.i"tic alld J aill .. y~temtl, Itlld c"t~bliHl,ed t ho J'e~'ived 
Hindll faith ou t.he ('OUllll,plu;n~ive ha,~ii! 011 which it HOW bhu}d8 

hroadened unn dpPJwnerl all }'I)ulld, 'J' W(J h u nJrcr\ yeal'tl !tftat' 
haR anothcr .Auhal'ya iOlllHlu/ tilt. VI,j,htadwal{ and nwait, 
philosophics, wllich llllvc ~o pl'OfOllll<lly llIoditieu modei'll 
Iudl'l,tJ ROlliety aud subol'dinlLted jrt!l'waud !/Oyl tinally to t,lie 
religion of Jove, TIH·,;e !\,l'ear. Aehal'ya" were the /'ouu/'uiu 
.,OUl'ca:; (If all tlHl Illg-lit'J' 'I i;.(lolll alltl "pil'itnal clev!ttio1J. 
tha.t have du.,tl1lgni;,lwfl t.he I'Olig'l()u, hi~tol'y 01 the l:t;.l 1,000 

Yt'IWI:I and more. H:lIl1itnltfl(J, who \Va~ the teuclwl' of ,bu 

many div('I',; \rf\i~hllaVlL "pct~, :Llld Clmit:H1ya, who WIIS tilt, 

'llIinUy l€'itder of llellgal, ILwl S.umk, t,he iOIlI1(\el' of the 
S:kh flLith, der'ived their illumillatiol1 Il'om thc piJilo"opheL',. 
of th£' SOUl h. The "UCeeHh()\,H of RUlIIiLuujacharyu. wet·c 

thl' tir"t sneilll !'(,formel'b. 'l'hey f(,!t eOllll'llsbioll 1'01' the 
hard lot of tilt' poor alHI diHtigltr'ed widow, and did tht'il' 
hf'st to roan'y comfOlt to hel'. 'l'hey also took pity U\JOIl 

t,lm falleu condition of tlte lower' blnlta of tho ~ocial ;;yr-rtcru 
a!lll conceded to them tilt) pl'lvilege of arll111ttiug them into 
Q t!Ommnnity of faith with the highl;ll' cla~bI~H. It Wll~ lIot 
therefore without rea.,OlJ that t he Conference uJOvernenl was 
tit'st started in this eity, Il11UtH' the aU!'lpices of tile lato ~ir '1". 
Madul\vlt n,w. Dewall Ba.badm· R HaghulIl1t,h H,ao hl(>;,sed tiJt 
(;!Jilri alid gave it, into our "alld~, al.d we uow lll'ill!; it. back to 
YOllcaftel' a lapse of sevell yeftl'i!, The!<c hevell yell!'", have WOI·I,;· 

ed a great, fwtl T Lelic~e, a. hopefUl dl<LlI\.ic ill the uit.itude of 
t.ue community of I'aces, who aro rept'eHtJuLed iu t,hil:l g'at,h~rill,1{, 
towa.rds qU8l:lt,ions of SOCi.lll'eforOl. 'rhere are t.bol>\u who thi~k 
thfl.t these seven ytlar,s .lavo been years of fruit,lPBs t.ask, and 
that the h_rt of the nation ha'l not been t.Quelled by tIle appeals 
made to it eitber from the politica.l or :iocial platforms: S.ome 
of you lu'e hetter' judges aQout tho succo~s of the wOl'k done ~n 
the politica.l platform, I tllink i,t wa.~ L',rd Sa.ii.t!\lury, ",boob. 
d6J'~d tha.t ~aH m~p:; a.l!~ 76rJ dela~iv\J guidc~, when we h~ve 
.. ~ ,. ~ .. tiQtl8 c.>f frOJl~iflr troubl~II.. 4-6 rega.rd~ eo~l 
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progrtlMS 1 may ~ay, with equal reabon, that sbort spaces of 
time 111'0 similar'ly deceptive, and yet I shall veutul'o to Wik our 
dospuudent, though e:u'nest, self.exanriuitlg judges to pause 
and contemplate the (,hange these seveu yeat's have witlle~sed, 

If the beal't of the nfl,tion CU,ll be tl'1ced anywhere in its ancient 
'Stronghold", you will certainly bOO Jt r,tl'ongly entrcllchtj(l 
ill thp Native Htatef:!, If fWy mmemellt btirs toe Kative SLdeb, 
,~hicb at'c imverviuI18 to your politiral ILnd iudustrial prupa­
galJda, t hut i~ a big-It that tho Ilol1l't of the llal,ion has boeu toneit 
ed. No,," wLat du we see lnt.s hecII UIC clHl.racter of tIlt) chauge 
effllcted ill tht'~e sevell yt;:fll'~ 111110lJgkt some uf OUt' Vl'oruiel 

States? Seventeen :"HattiH in Hfljputaua--Ode,) pore, .Jaipul' 
.Jodhpore, Pmtnpgad, Sil'olJi, '1'Ollk, Ulwar, Jeselml:Jro, Kotah, 
Bandi, Ajmere, Kelowli, Kishengad, Jhallawu,l', BansdaL, and 
DOl,gnl'pol'l',-lIIlVe been ID\Jmbel'tl of the Wl\ltel'krita So.bl.a. 
whose t..nnuail'eports show ho,~ Rtl'Oug is the OI'ganiz.1.tion that 
has been liet up in UHt provilll'e 101' the curtailmtmt. of ex­
t.ravILgllut expenditure on marriages and faneI'll Is and the regu· 
latioll of chiId-m9r1'iages, lJOt only amongst the Rajputs, but 
IU}l;on~ lllllny other castes allied to ana I:!ubortlinate to them. 
The ruler of Baroda. haN similal'ly ex:el'ted himself in the worl, 
of social elevation, not. bO Uluch on his own motion, bllt at tho 
illstallce of t be :.\1.ahajans and Kunbi cultivators iu his own and 

the lleigLbouring' British tel'I'itol'Y. 'I'he Oambay ruler ba~ 
a,]so followed sui r Lower dowlI alld much ueln-t't' we have tJJ(l 
l\IySOl't- Dllrbal'. It has set au exnmplo of legilliation, which 
canll'll fail in time to be copied ehlewhEH'6, Ahel' full delibe1'l1 
don alld consultation with hiM Parlia.ment, the Maha.raja.h ot 
MYROre haA passod into law this year the first insta.lment of 
measnres intendeq to put a. stoOP to mtm·iages of girls below 
eight years of age and iJl.asaOl'ted marriagel! of young girls 
below fourteen with old men above fifty. The 'Mah&l"Ajah. of 
Ca..c;hmere has a.lso this year not only presided over a Social 
Reform Association founded in tbat State, but has ta.ken flt&ps 
to discourage th.e practioe ot hired crying and a.atlng of the 
cbest. 88 also the oustom whiell in thoBe ps.rl$ waa .. ppooad to 

Pl'eVeut the fa.the!' from seeillg the flllCe of his a:.~ ~ 
.be ,.-a,a mtorried. Tbe rn.lera of Baitok. :tt.lore, It __ ib, 
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llba.vanagllr, l\Iorvi, Gondol, Wadhwan, Ouch Bpbar, Kolha­
pOl'e aT/d many other' Rtate~ llllve I'ro~"ed the sen~, some with 
In''ge retinues aud Rome with theil' win's and cbildreu. 
We do not eIl1im any credIt for nil th(),e movements in 
the tlI1me of the COUfOl'cIlc'e 1 ouly allude to thrm hero as iu­
dicatm~ tho fa('t t hn L tbc"e l(,form, han' all b(,(,11 illitiated and 

('arriod ont during theRe pnk! SOV!'lI yeur'! or moI'!' hy ilw same 

,'at'ne'ltnfw; 01 "'pil'it, w hil'll \VOl klllg lin fI 10\\ t'I hphpI'P make'! 
rlli'! OonfN'f'lIce nf'e('~qal·.\, II nd r()~~ihl{' flom 5 ear 10 YflfU' Itq an 
1l'lmbl!' si,LOt, of tlUl XllilOl.al ('()1lg-1'{"~. TIlt' !(,enninPllfl'lq of 
titf' fpoliug' i~ "orlll' wittieR' to II: tbp lad thai In inlw\inrating 
thp I1('W s()('ial l'egltl:ttion~. diff('rent mPlh"tl" of pl'o('('duI<' 
lllwo hell)} adopted hy ddrcl'cni I>ttde'l to fl('('ompli"lt the 
~ame cnd. 'l'hp method of elil ept leg-i!:!htiOll hll"l fouBel fa\ our 
wIth .;\fYFlOf(', or (,fll'lt(' initmtion in Htroela, and of {'''(('cnti\'(> 

"t>:-rulatiolls ill RajpUtRIIH, This i" a poiut whICh J~ but little 
undl'rstood, though jhi~ variety bonl's on ilK fl1('(> tlIe stamp 01 

~mcel'ity aud f!hOVHl t.llIJ,i tho movement ill bpont/W('ons and of 
IIldlg'enolls origin. The foreign Government Whldl rille" OVe!' 

\l9, cannot but be enconmged by the reRultR ol such "rolltane· 
lJU~ action on the part of the l'ul('1's of NaLivt> State'! who 1'eflo('t 
the highor wisdom of their popnlntion. W (' do not want it-­
,md the Govel'nmtllt is lJatllrally averse to meddle wilh ROI'inl 
rnatt£'rs in the way It did when it pllt dow 11 :'1It/('(' amI infan· 
ticide. And yft in itl<! own ellutionli way it i~ fdlleatillg' tho 
people to a 11igher MnSf o£ th!'ir ro'!poll~ibiIJty ill thi" COUlIOC· 

LIOn, It has br a formn.l notification aholir<hed hook-~wingiIlg'. 
directly legislate,l fur sevol'al uaclcw/I,t'd Cht~f;e~, aud reguhl.ttid 
the marria.ga oxpendituro of the Kl1\1bi and the Rlljpnts and 
.fat popula.tiou ill several parts in the Bombay Pre~idency and 
HI the North.West, Provinces. It ventured illde('d to pass thtl 
Age of Consent Act, but the agitation .that the measure f'l'ovok­
Nl !rna weakened itd handA lind it, pdw fights shy of further 
legislation on that line, And it has rofuRed to ameucl the law 
regulAting religj()lJ$ 811ddwmentll in tho way some of YOIl desire. 
<'d. 1 ~Ql glad, bowevel', fo learn that it is prepared to o~nAider 
the Maldar Marriage Bijl 011 the Jines reoommentled by the 
1!~ _.,bnllwami Iyor's Committee and to ... bolisQ. 1111-
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}It'illonmelJt in ex{'('utioll of decreell for the resti41ltjon of conjugal 
1 igh!/!, It. Ilh'lO llel ulittt'd the Honolll at,le Balm Ut'l:lI~p Lu! 
4,() ('!ll'l'Y through tIle Bengal Council a lIew p~J:tipo,u h~\\, 

whic:,h j~ a ICl'y g'l(lIlt irnpl'OI'emPllt, 011 thp genem] Hindu. J~" 
of equal compulsory divi...ioll, Both Natil'o States .and tIlt' 

Bl'itlSh GoverllTIIellt hlWO tl.tIlS paid homag£' to tbe .bupremacy 
of the new ~pirit that i'! Iwtivl'ly working in ,our midst, anti It 
1<; in this genernl fact IIml llot ill itl' rmttinlnr manjfestlJ,tlOl. 
that I f;ee tlle Jlllml;,; of Pl'ovillellc£> at work fa!' OIlI' good. 

Pel'h!lp~ Romo of you ,"onhl !'uy filM aft!", !ill kin~!< IUJ(! 

minlflter'! "Iwnlrl hft\'(· 11') place on tld>l plntilll'm, lind that J 
mURt nddl1('e "rmw Iwttm' p\ idenct'<: of t he tal t ot an awa1.o11r>d 

('onscienl'e llmong tllp pl'oplo l'athpl' than nrreal to tbfl IIl't .. of 
Ststes. 'fhem jf' somA t ,'ntl, in tho t oh,er'\'ation, I'Ill' \\ ot'k of 
AOcial reform cftnnot bn 1111 :tC't or It Sf/t(I'1. H if: (hit.fly vllIn­
ithle W1H'1I1t i'1 the work of the reopll', 1 shAll tllHefoI!) no" 
nppeal to ill<' poplllnr mo,emput<l, whil'll have heen filtartf.'rl 
al'lrin~ Hie paf;t sevell ;reIH''! nnd mort', and Wlli('Jl lll'e flO chaI'SH" 
tel;~ti(' of otlr Ilf'W 1,fl', If the!'\'! harl jwen no tm('h btwkground 

of porullll'e1fort behind it« hack. the COnfel'flllce. lU "ldch \\(> 

pro}Jolle to meet herE>, will no doubt hI' 81l empty show, 'l'IIt· 
fact howcv('l' ifil far otherwi~e. Grllnu('t nlld mOle enthusias 
lio meetings than thos(J we ]10]<1 Iwre Ill'!) }leld ius! nuou" tlli, 
'lea-son in hlllf-.l-uOI.t'1l citicq III Northern Bud Western Ir.dia. 
The jZl'eat Knya!!l "ft ('omnlllnity of t ho North met lust year 
nt l\jlltlinrll,-tlil' Vllishya COllierpu('e Net 11t I.l8thore aDd 
meet'! this year at Shlljahallpnr uudPr tht, guidance of m," 
ft;end Lall\. BII-ij Nat4,-the Rhargavas met. nt Lncknow ,Milt 
yt?fll', Rnd the Andichyll.~ in Bilmhay, 'Tbe JainR in oUZ' JlAf"R 
fnet Itt Ahmedlth"d, ItIH'! at the SI1mfl place a Mahel'l;)e8an 

Confaren('~, in whi('b Hindus joined, WlUI held and. 'Passed 
l'l'ROlutions condemning nant.ch and extravagance in tna;rrialle 
expenditule. In the POtljab thet'e is a J'egulfu' cob\\-.eb of 
ll~Il·,,&ri lind caste ASFociuJiotrll, the mOllt prominent of wl.tch 
Ih~ the Sarin Sahhall; tht' K'YlI.stha Sabbas; and -be Kha'.-or 
Sikh Sllt.has. In )'out' own 'Part. of tI.e (»Uldl'yt t.n. ~&j 
){adhwRs met simil~l Jy at Tiropati .. bout tbis .... \~..,~ 
Work ill done within the epbere of eaoh ~~,. 
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their regu.lations are enforced by the sanction f.Jf caste rules. 
The reports, which mOllt of these communities and oa.ste associa.. 
tions forward to this Conference, arc in my opinion the most 
interesting part of the yeal-'!! work. The Conference focusses 
these reports fo}' genl"ral information, points ont the limits of 
practit'al work Rnd suggest,s the lines of furt.her development. 
Thelle Associations furnish, as I l,ave said above, the back. 
ground of tho work, which the Conferenec takes in hand in a 
more comprehensive spirit. At any mte these aro some of the 
Ctlllstituencies, to wlJich the Conference horrs to appeal fo~' 
help and guidance. 

-Of course while the Barac1aris 01' caste systems of organiza­
tions prove useful in ctlrtain parts of the country, ill other Pfl!'t$ 

religious organizatioDl:1, such as the Arya Samaj, tho Bmhmo 
Samaj, tIle Pral'thana Samaj, the Dharma MahamandaJ, the 
Sanahnll. &abhas undertake the work ot social reft)rm 
on independent lines. 'j'hese Samajes work towards the 
same end a.r; tho Haradari ASsoClation8, but with different 
sanctions. The Arya Samajes have done great w1>nders 
in this connection. They ha.ve started l'emperance move. 
ments and Bands of Hoptl, Itnd oomposed temperance songs, 
wbieh are being snng by women on festive occRRions. 
They have ~ncoumged re.marriage, a(lopted reformed rites, 
which presuppose It.nd enforce late marriages. l'hey have 
founded Girls' and Boys' Scbools and Colleges. They have or· 
ganised charity on a large scale. They in a word constitute all 
1.bat is most hopeful and worth living in the new life of tbo 
province of the Punja.b. On the Bengl\l side the BraJl ~ 
BIUr.aju, with ihei,rspecial marria.ge law, have gOM far in ~~ 
vanoe of 118 ~!l ~n many matters. 

Nm after\t\e Baradaai societies and the religious bodies 
~ in tbe ~k of reform, we have a third class of ol'gaDi­
tll.ti01la finch as those repr$S8tlted by the Hindu Social :aefcn:n 
AtIII'JoOiatiQll of Madras, .bose annual gathering we ha-va met 
here to-..y to celebrate. There are innnmerable other bodiefJ 
I!lllCb D the Sautnup. s-maj of Bellary, the Bel'al' Sociat Re­
f .... _Miatioc; the A.h~ai.bad and Sind A.ssooiati~ _ 
~~A880c:iatidn8 inBombay, Madru, W&rdh~ .. n4 

'7 
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Gtbar places, which rely not so much upon the sanoti6t1 of 
ot\ste lilies or the religious sense of duty, but upon trust 
in the honour of members, who pledge to give effect to certtin 
improvements in OUI' social condition. As might be ex· 
pected, thelle volnntary Associations lU'I:ve not the strength 
alid effiriency of the first two organizations, though it 
ma.y be noted aR a sign of the times that they are slow~y 

taking stepR to regillter them'!elvcR with a view to Iltrengthen 
themeelve". They lack the streng-tll of the sanction, and havp 
wirler grasp of the problem before us. There are also Purity 
Assoriations working on the Rame lineR iu all part'! of tIle 
country; they also have a grpat field of llRefnineR'I before them 
J have already noted the fact that Nativo Stllte'! are working 
on different line'l. The populI\]' ARsol'iations are also t,ryin~ to 
rarry Ollt their enllH in three different ways-by cr,Rte action, 
by the sanction of roligiOll, I<lHl by tl1e method of pledges, and 
appeal to the flenRe of self.respel't and love of puhlic e~teem Bnd 
fAar of pllhlie criticism. The voluntary ARRociations again aT'(' 

follawing different methodR or praC'tical work. Some place 
their reliance chiefly on an oppeal to the ancient law, other!! 
prefer plo.ns of forming a schism, and a few Rre for the method 
of open revolt. Then this is the Aitnation, and mllll'll of the 
activity that we have noted above in theso matters ba.s been 
developed during tbe past seven years. 

The result of all this a\vakening ill best soon in tbe keener 
appreciation of the moral law of purity Rnd oharity. -rbis 
constitlltes in my view the most instructive a.nd hopefal feature 
of the past ten years. Even the Got"ernment bas bel'll'\ 

forced to acknowledge the force of tbil! new feeling. It 
is at the root of the agita.tion against vivisection, fhe Cdn· 
tAgious Diseases Act, the compulsory examination of women, 
in whicb last rellpect the Government here 11&8 bad to yield' to 
Indian and Englisb plrblio opinion. The sama feeling 'a1110 
finds espressiolls in the grea.t Temperance agitation, wliioh ftall 
led to the appointment of t.wo commillsions of iaqtOt')".' '1'110 
Agit.t\clD ,,~ainst th., abase of Temple Eadowmenl1ll"~ he 
~ to the fl&m8 ROtu"Cl'. The agitation Ilg'ttult_'<~h 
gtrland. leb88 habits 'Of fantify lite it.~ ",.v~ t)tl 
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the 880me principle. 'rho movements intended to help th~ 
P&liah classes are due to the same potent cause. The l)llstwabij, 
uonditioll of the child-widow is now lUore keenly recognised 
as a. prublem, whIch lllUi>t be soll'ed. Widows' homes are 
springing up iu Allahablld, Calcutta and Poolla, and the ques­
tion of the I'e-marriage of child-v. idows has pa.sbed through the 
pt'elimiuary ~tllge of a trial expelilliellt. Pol.} gamy ulld tht' 
sale of girls jn marl'iage are also slowly dltlappeal'ing from the 
land, though they will, I fear, fight hard to the clId, More 
than 7';; re-marl'mges have taken place in our Presidency and 
2.') similar marl'lages during the last ~o years ill the Madras 
I'residoncy ,and the cau~e has bhown a steady rule of ,.,low 
pl'ogrebs all over the cOllULry. 

I hope I have saia enough to ,lUbtiry my positIOn that the 
11loSt seven yea.1'8 have not been fruitless of l'esults, Dot mca.sured 
by the standal'u of )Vesteru raCCI:I, but by the consel'Vativo 
btrengt,h of our pl'ejuuice'l alld by the rule of improvement 
Obtiel'Vlloble in our political and llldustl'illl spheres of work. The 
mombers of the Madras Hindu Social Reform ASl'IOciation 
n4ay there foro comfOl·t thembelves with the cOlJsolatlOu 
that, although the number of its members may be few, 
they repl'CSent much that is hopeful aud living in the present 
coustitution of onr society. They 81'e the burning coals snatch· 
ed out of the hearth, the fire of which will not be smothered 
by the ashes of indi:f(erenco a.nd discouragement. 'rhey have 
tooir repl'eseutativBb in every hODbO and province of India, alJt! 
tbey are SU1'e to win in the cnd, however unpleasant may 1,,0 

the stl'uggle in 'he pl'eseut. 
Tbeil' mov,emont against th~ Xautch gl1'l approved itbelf 

to the 8ellse of the IJahore Conference, and since theu mallY 
4scOQiu.tiolla hatvegiven their adhesion to the cause, I need ouly 
lU.n t,he na.mes of Ilo few 1'1'ovinQes and places hel'e. The 
Pllu;i.tb ~ one of them. 'l'he Hindlls anu MahoBleda~a at 
4IlJDedabad recorded ,he aa.me vote. 'l'he A$8OC~ iu 
nawalpi1ldi. Derar, Dh4rwar, 8alem, and BeUary, Cw..col", 
ll~Aiptl_AIond Gu~ have accepted the principle ... 4ft-

~9_ft~it. ' 
~ mutt ~.JJ, tbe MYflOl'e GoverDlDIIlt }ltca 
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orosBed the Rubicau and broken the ice of the prejudioes of 
centuries, The Ra.jputana rulers have set the same 6XlImple 
by State regulatIODl!, aod throughout tht:! country {kere ;6 a 
growing sellse that this evil practice has heen tolerated too long 
a.nd that the time bru; come far a cauhou!.! r~racing onwara. of 
().Ur steps. In our part of the COllutry ma.ny castes are 
moving in the matter of the edu{latlion of--girls, ' and 6he 
the minimum marriageable ages of girls a.nd boys are 
being slowly raised alll'ouud. The Deshi la.ws of llamas 
have fixed the ages of girls at 13, the Bhargavas at 12, 
tpe :Mathn1(~ Chobar at 13, and the Mahajans at 12. It cannot 
he long under these hopeful circumstances befol'e we shall find 
a permanent change in tbis matter. A8 regards l'e-rnuniagcs 
there have been 12 re-marriages celebrated in the CUU1'se 

of ~he year-l 10 the Punjab, 2 in Madras, and the rest in 

Dill' part of the oountry. 'l'he llama caste a.t SursA; actually 
went so far as to pass a resolution at a caste meeting that the 
second marrlage of chIld· widows should be permitted. '1'bis 
l'e801,tlOn was again brought before the caste by thuse who 
oppoSlld It, and even then the caste expressed its acceptance ot 
tue princlple aud deferred its experiment till other Bama castes 
joi.ned. 'rh1S cll'Ctlmstance clea.rly shows how the wind is blow­

ing, and it must be a bource of satisfaction to us all. 
As regards social intercourse and tho admission of pevple 

who had changed their religion 01' who ha.d. re~d {rom 
:gngJand, three cases of special interest ocoul'led in ~gal and 
Madras, which show a very happy change in the attitnde 1)f the 
caste·bound society. Mr. Chet,ty and one Desbutha BrabDlin 
were taktln ba.ck into their outes without much &e'l."ioI16 mis­
givings. In ijellgal the Kayasthaa adnntted Babll Upeudra. 
Na.th Das, who had not only gone to England but had married 
a~ English wife and had children by her. In tbe PORjab the 
Axy., $,am.ajas and Sikh Associations admit.ted. as man, a8 

, CODYerts. Recently e.Uianees ha.ve 'been 
orthodox and heterodox refonned f_mU_ uder 

very ciroumstances, Goth iu • Madru &ad. ill «w pari 
of tbe countl'1' 

I felU' I ba.ve taken up TOUt'timt too 1Gt:as." ~ 1 ~ 
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not overtax your kind patience. We lIa ve need above all of 
tn great virtues over and abovo our earnestness. We must! 
have inexhaustible pati{)nce, which fait!1 ill an over-ruling 
Providence and the fin'lti triumph of right alOll0 inspirl', nnd 
we must have charity. Hupe, fa.ith and charity-these are the 
three graces we must all l'ultivut-e, aHd if wo keep them ever in 
mind and 110Id steadily by them, wo may be bure tllltt we may 
~till regain Out' lost, position and become a potent faotor in the 
WGl'ld's history. Tho t urn of life Rnd light IS HI t.he indivi­
dual. We have to purify it to feel the heat and the light of 
truth in us; and if we care oach for til LIS acting in the fnli,It 
of duty, we muy he sure that (,od's helping lInna WIll como to 
our relief. If we sulfer misery, wo have earned it, by our bins 
In the past and present. If we purge tlJem uIT, the uright raYIl 

of glory will shiue itl their old splendour. I u t.hat hopo we 
test assured tbat in the good work we shar~J and according as 
we share, we shall sucoeCll. 

The Ninth Social Conference-Poona-1895. 

Speaking on " The Cause of the Excitement at Poolla," the 
lIon'ble Mr. Justice R8.nado said.-

Mit. PSiSII>ENl, LADIIJS AND GENl [,1 MLN,-It has been It 

custom for many years past on tho occasio11 of these annual 
gatherings to deliver an intr'oductol'Y address 011 the {lims 
ana the scope,'of the Social Conference movement, and before 
Its regular W6!'k is taken in hand to bespeak the favourable 
attention of the public of th~ place, ill which we meet, 
t" its clabnlJ upon them. J 11 conformity with ihis practice 
1 stand before you here on this o<'casion. Before, however, 
T proceed with, the addl'es!l propel', ciroulI1.;tances llave 
rcndel'lld it necessary t,hat one or two personal.exphmation8 
shoa.a; be offered. 'fhe iirst Ell..planation that r have 
to pJaoe Wore 'you 0)\ b~alf of those wlw ba.ve been 
taking an inflerf!st in this 'Oonference wovement, is ill l-egatd to 
the~bn ohhe General "Secretary. Dewan BahadLlr Ba(Jbn­
na. .... hi connection -*lth the Conference. Some o! YOIl 
~, ~ .. re.d a Jetter frol\1 & corre&pondent of Taujol"e ~1lf:t.. 
haW,., tf, "per herel in w bieb it was stated that De-wan 'B&J.ta.. 
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dul' RaghunuLLa Rao has ceased to be thE' &Cl'etal'Y, has 1'e/fign­
cd Ills office, a.nd tbaL he tbinI..& tue OO':lference a. faroe, if IH>t 
U cleveI' deceptIOll A btateIDeut like that appea.red a. fortuight 
agu, aud 1 was SUI Illibed to find that it should have been aceept. 
cd as h'uo without IlueatlOlI. Hel'aUlN, until last Ool;obll1', 
witau the !-ubject'> lUI tilll, Uonferonc<l were fi18~ pl'Oposed 
}Jl'OVii;llOually, ill ,tCcOldJ,lIcC with usuftl practICe. I s.,ut It 

hst of theul to hun alld he letul'1led it v.lth SlJUlC suggestions. 
So 1 v. as qUI j,e ,>UI e ttl I 27th Uetobcl last things wete all nght. 
As the '>tatonll.,ut hall appedlecl III It local newSpapol, It 
became necebl>u'Y HI ill\., OpllllOlI 01 somo of my frielltls 
that "0 !:>hould aSC6rLUlU w!:.attho tluth was. And here IS thu 
reply wluch VU\\ IVl U,l,itu.dul' Itaghuuatha Rao has sent to II 

letter that 1 addressed to hnll 
[Hmo !Ill .• Justlce J{.anmlo lead the Jettpl' whIoh js a" 

follows .-" 'I'be facts of the cabe are that }\ir. Joslti of tlil) 
Amel'ICMI celebrity about a ,veal... ago called upon me ~t Kum· 
Lhakonum, He sall1 ill exultatlOll that the Congress had 
lightly )e1utlcll Itt! pamlal to the SOCIal Conferenc~. :I.'IllS 
l'hothel' staltled me, It'! I had thought that he was a social reo 
forulel. I told II nn tuat I wa<; glfld that the pandq.Z was not 
a.lIowed to bo llBed by tho SOCIal Uou£el'ence, for the deceptIon 
that used to be plactu3ed by the Uongrel:!l:! upon the ]jjnglish 
people that it worked 1lI COIlJlwctioll wltb the Social Conference 
wa.s unveIled, and the :Enghbh people would now clearly under· 
stand that the Uongress really dl(l not ffillilU to work with the 
Social COllfercllI·p. 1 a.dded I Wl!.b therefore glad that t.he COl!' 
gress refused theu' pandal to the Social Conferenoe. WIth 
regard to my cOllnection ",ith reference to this year's Confer· 
ence, I f,a.id. I was tuo old, too weak to attend it, a.nd that Jt 
was meet for me to spend my time now quietly without trou· 
bling myself with pubhc controversies. My state of health 
pl'tlvents my gOillg to POOllll, 1 JWl sorry to sa.y"J 

1 hope this reply Will remove the appreheD8tOllS orea.ted ip 
the minds of some (t;iends aa to whether the oountoi_ Qf 
DewMi Balla.dur R. Ra,ghuntha. a., still oolJtiaatf.or h .. 
oeaaed aud how fa.r the opinionnt.tribu", to bu. ... ~eQ 
PI the evidenoo of hilt own wlitiPIL' 
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The other explanation that I bave to give rela.teR to the 
circumstanoos under which this Oonference hit'! to be nl!ld in 
anOth-er place this year. 'fho cont,rovel'flY hits been ",cry bitter 
for the last five or six month~, and I do not waut to allude to 
that conh'OverRY. But as t,he matter has a sort of official 
chltracter about, it, it is neCeRSfll'Y that It public statement should 
he made on an occasion like thiR, in OJ'dp-r that there may be 
'lIO room for mIsapprehension 011 elth!'I' "ide. r shall now ask 
my brother, with the Prosident'R permiR~ion, to TtllVI a letter 
that WaR written and ille replies tllnt have heen r<'CPived. 
(Here the cirenlar ndllreRRe(1 to the val ion'! Rtauding COllgrBRJII 

(jommit.tees aRking their opiniollR 011 HI<' qu<'c.tioll of t,hll lORn 
of the Congl'es'! Pando,] to t,he ('o11ferl'11co. to!\,eth<'r with thf'ir 
replieR was read.) 

There is 1\ U111'(1 matter and \\ very impOlhmt ml\ttl'r wl\i~h 
relates to the President-elect of t.his yeal '8 COIlg'rel'lR. 

(An ext,ract from the Hononrable Habn Sl1rendra Nst-h 
Rn,nsrjee'll letter waR road in the mrstiog which waA 11>1 

follow8:-"rhe raison J'pfre fol' ex{'ll1ding ~ocial que~tion!l fl'flm 
our deliberations is that if we were to take np Huell questions it 
might lead to serious difierpnces nHimately eulminfl,t,ing in It 

schism, and it is a matt,{'r of the fil'St importa11ce thatwp shonld 
prevent a Bplit. The request of t,he ot,her' side i>l very un· 
reasortable j bnt we have sometin1<'s to rmbmit to I1m'eaHor.able 
demands to avert greater evils,') , 

The question which I propose briefly to consider on thil4 
occasion is-how it has happened tllfJJ, while Bombay Illld Oal­
catta, I.ahore and Nag-pUI', MfI,dras and Allahabad had not Rhown 
such an excitement over this matter during tll(' JIl~t Hine 01' t,en 
years-how bas it lutppened that in thiR city of ourR, whic·hat,le8.Rt 
we aU take a natural pride in, ItR being equal to all tlHlRO other 
('it-jell, if not superior to them in soml'" re<lfleets-how hl\R it 
happened that this city and thill pllrt of Hl(l (,Olmtry Willi made 
to feel suoh an nnusual e1D.citernent 01'01' thi'! subi~('t" 'rhill ilJ fl, 

8lIbjeot to whioh we ought to det'ot.e Rome port,ion of our time. 
It is • ipRttlOm.Oll whiC'h requires Itn explanation. It is an 
6~'~1t, I' must 8&1 flitin' twent,y-five years' tlxperi6rlce of 
POOH, ~ me-wby it should ha"e been 80. I n.eed hardly 
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say I was also pained that it should have been so. But whether 
we feel surprised or not, there is the objective fact before us. 
PClople ~ot exciteu not only here, at SJlOlltpvr, Abmednagar: 
Nasik, Bombay, but at. Satara, Nagpur, I>harwar. and in 
lTIany parts of the country, as you will see from t,be telegrams 
that have heen reau to YOll. I am quite aware,ono most obvious 
e~planatinD ihat, Of'CLlI red to many is. that this excitement is 
due to personal ddieren('es and party quarrek 'I'his is a very 
eonvenient way of di"posing of this que!\tion. Persoual 
differcnecs there m'p. T1al'ty (Juanels and party misunderstand­
inA'S thel'e will he t() the end of time, just as I,hey have beell 
{,'om tho commencement of the wIn Id. ·Wherever It dozen men 
meet, together nt' a unmber of people go to work together, there 
will ho misnndel'stanclingB. But tha.t does not satlsfaotorily 
ILl'count fot' what we have seen-the loss of tempf:r, the absolute 
waste of enel'p,y. the ab~olute waste of what I would call high 
powers on u subject on which it was not neoessary to spend 
a word. And yet there j~ the phenomenon that on both 
sideq our puhlicif!tB and writer~, OUl' thinket'g and preachel'R 
were all engnged in this matter, thinking every day ILnel 
devoting all their at,tention in It way which almost provoked 
It cynical i'eeling' whether we had all lost our wits. Party 
differences and personal misunderstandingll, I belie~'e you 
will find, are not. confined to Poona. 1 have peraonal 
experience of nearly every large city in the country, ha.'7ing 
-visited thelJl three or' fOUl' times Il.ncl sT/Ant n good deal 
of t,irne in making' myself acquainted witi. their party differences. 
It is a cbal'ncteristic of onr people that where a. dozen people 
j'W'o)'k together one-half will can tlJo other half mad or wicked. 
It is our geuerlll habit to misunde/'stand one another. People 
t,hink that there is no good man among their opponents. But 
part,y differenrfls and personal misunderstandings ha.ve nev!'ll' 
made 11 whole nat~on mad. It will not he fail' to the intelh­
.gence of this city, or to the jntelligence of other places in the 
.oountry of which this cit,y boasts t.o Ita the capita.l, to accept 
tbis expla.nation. This way of brushing 8.way inconvenient 
ttueetions may, be very satisfaotaryto some, btl!; we' ,!&uoot 
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yourselves in the position of a lIatllralist, and tly to Bee why 80 
many otherwise intelligent animals should 11Iwe lo .. t themlleh"ea 
in a, plI.S8ionaJe mood for the last six months. Or think you 
are at;! anatomist and see what i~ there 111 the body of this na· 
tion Wllich could have prorluced ~uch dlsorgauizatioll. It wonld 
not be fait· on an occasion like thi~ to brll<,h away this question 
and merely lllugh ovel' it. There I~ II. serlOllS signifi('an('(' which 
we must all 11\y to 0111' hearts, if we want to oel i vp the lesson 
which the ('\~hibition of the la<;t six month'! oifer" lU,. The (ples. 
tion before 118 iq, why Rhonl(l men otller" i<;e intelligent gel AO 

much excited over petty matter<; like thi~ P,mdal quefiltion. 
The two assemblies as you know had nothlllll' wbatwer to do 
with ea('h othor. Tlloir orgauizationR ale Reparate, their modt'" 
of work are separate, their publication", and ohje('tR are .• oparate, 
h It as 80 many people come from all partR of the I'ountry, it 
1111!! heen found convenient that those among them who cared 
for one or both, who "'ared for hocial ana politicllI reform. 
bhollld llave a common meeting ground provided for tlll'rn at 
one and the same place and time, at common pxp"'nqe. While 
tho re.,t of India. I1B8 shown a good deal of pruden"'e anel WIst/om, 
why is it that we were not able to l,how thnt wisdom and 
moderation of temper, which w(' naturally claim thl.' l'igl1t to 
comm8.1Jd ? T confes!! I am not at an sA.tislied with the ex pIa.. 
nation u811ally oftered. There mu~t be somethmg deeper which 
we mast study, 80me weakneqs 01' strength whntever you mBy 

call it which alone can sll.tisflWtorily account for this phenome­
non. A(Jcording to some, Poona has done what no other place 
had the cOlll'll.ge or folly to attempt, and tbi., iH the ranse why 
this ("'Onliest should happen here and not elsewhere. When we 
dive beneath the ~Ul'rll.()e, I believe we do come to the tl'aoos of 
certain difference!! which mark this pnrt of the country from 
othell!. Those difYerence., require 0111' most anxiolls conBidera­
tiQn Otl this occallion. 

Taking a bird's ey~ view of thA social bistory of India, you 
will find that there are 'Various metllocls of working out 80cial 
reform questions adopted in difi'ert'llt parts of the oounSl'y,by 
diJferent ~1I. into wlucb this Continent 11a.S heen di'ri4e4.. tf 
,Y~ to to :a."ga,l, you will find tht're that the relj~iOD& (tbeietie) 

8 
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development ha.s t,aken up and absorbed all the more serious men 
who th i nk about these matters. On the uasisof their new l'eligibus 
id£,Qs, they have developed a social organization and also formed 
a community by thernf>elves. This cornmnnit,y naturally attracts 
to itself 1\11 those nmong other classes of the people who ff'el 
seriously about these matters, and they strengthen and grow 
into a separate section, which has little 01' no cOllnect,ion with 
the rest of the ol'thodox 01' the general cornr.lUnHy frorn which 
they spl'ing. The Brollrno Sllm!1j there with all its Rects takes 
up into its rank all tho~e who are eagor in the work of social 
reform. Outside the Brabmo Samaj the only name that figures 
p1'ominently in connoct.ic,n with social l'efol'm i" the nllmE' of 
Pundit Iswar Chandl'a Vidyasagnr. This PU!lc;it did innngu­
mt.e a great I'efol'm. bllt as you know that outside the Brahmo 
Church or Chnrches that movement hili> failed riOt only siMe 
his death but even during his lifet.ime. Pundit Vidyasagnt 
WitS one of t,hose who felt lLggrieved in his old age that he had 
taken part in a matter in which his hopes were net crownell 
wit.ll succeSR. So far as the orthodox community is concerned, 
Bengal is nlOl'O OI,thodox than allY other part of India. So fnr 
I\S the reformed ('ommullity is concerned, Bengal is more reo 
formed than nuy other part of India. ~'hey form in fact two 
separate camps. KuliniRlll and the Kali worship thrive in all 
their extravagance on one side, and puritanical theism on the 
other. The great weakness that I attribute to the Brahmo 
Samajists is that they arc 80 absorbed with the religious side 
of thei1' creed and are so sopol'ated £r()m the orthodox com­
;nunit.y that they fail to feel warm interest in other matters, 
which concern the people in the snme way as reformers elSE­
where feel. 011 tho otller hand the ol,thodox community 
also feels no interest in t,he Brahmo Samaj people. There 
is ever'y dRy an attempt 011 both sides to make tue dil­
feren~ as great as the -difference between the MallOmedans 
a.nd the Hindus. What the Brahmo Sama.j has done in Bengal, 
the Aryll Samaj has been Ilttempting to do fot' the people of 
the Punja.b with greater advantages. 1'he Sikh development of 
the 11th and 19th.oentm'ies na.tura.lly eleva.ted the Punjab peap",; 
The basis of theil' elevation is ~be religions developtnelitj :,. 
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on it you find based a social organism, which n.hSOl'bs all the 
more sel'iollS and more thoughtful people. l'he Arya Saruaj is 
a rehgiuus Qt'ganization based upon a social superstructure into 
which a few people here and there find their resol·t, !lnd the 
rest of the communit,y slowly gets itself more and more hide. 
bound and more and more wedded to the old ways of thinking 
about these matters. In the NOl·th-West Provinces lleither 
~he Eruhmo Samaj 1101' the Ary;\ Salllaj has pIoduced allY 
effect. They are a velY blow maSt; to move. The present con· 
d;tiuu of the North· West Pr'ovlllees with all their Ilatural ad· 
valltages of position aud climate is chal'!lCLeribt:d hy It:thargy 
and backwardness. The HrallluilH, there occupy a very UtI1Ul' 

pOl·tant positIOn. But the l'i!Hng generatIOn and the fruit of 
the University educlltion arc devoting their bebt attention to 
tl.is (lutll:!tion and are trying to reform the UI:ll1ges of their 
castc. The repods of t/j() KayastLa, Jat, Kbutl'l, Hhal'g'aV[~ 

and otllCr Associations show Ul:! that thE:Y desire to promote 
lefol'm within the sphere of their own casttlH. 

The Social Uonference docs not Wltlh t.o kick the old 
Ia.Jder, but it is composed of thoso who are eager to gi\rn und 
l'tlcoive iniormation on social mattel'';, and to exchange thoughts 
on social.reform. The present tendency of Hinduislll is to 
throw off its exclusive (:h8or8octer. (Here the speaker related the 
story of a hundred Hindus who had been converted to the .Moslem 
faith a,nd who were takliln ba.ck into the Sikh community in the 
Punjab this year, Another 8tm'y "all told of fitty born 
!'Ilahomedan cOllverts who were converted into HiIlduism. A 
Raugari at Mudhol was said to have been induced to bc;lcome a 
(:onvert to Mahomedanlsll), but.in Ro~r mood l'l'pcntcd and 
w~hed to come back. 13llt the Brahmins were not l'eady to 
take him back iuto hit> former comlllilnity. So the Hangm'i 
caatc a.G Mlldijol appealed to Swami Nityanauda, au .Arya 
SalZl6j preacher, who consented to perform the cerem~J of 
admit~g him into his caste and gladly went thlJrc and 
performed it.) 

Y Oil mar think here that we a.re of cour&e pez;fectl.1 
uuoouoerned wi~h,all these eveuta which happened, iu o~er 
}IIU.is of _ OOU8tl'Y._ Bit :time ,and tide wait for DO 'll~ 
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Socbl evolution will not allow you to test where you aro, 
1'here are stages III which a disear.ed mind is 80 filled witl, 
melancholy and llypochondria that the doctor finds tha.t the 
only l'emedy is cure by faith, and to put more faith ill iUm 
electrifies the plttJent from top to bottom, and when be is 80 

shaken he feels Illmself relieved. Wa-every one of us-men 
and women-require that tho~e of U8 wh,') are working on 
different lines in thi:, country should work harmoniously, 
Conser¥atIsm is a force wInch we cannot afford to forego or 
forget. You may talk and act in a wily that appears to be the 
result of your voluutary efforts, but YOll arc unconsciously 
influenced by the tradition., h which you artt born, by the 
surroundings In wlti\JJt )OU ara brought up, by the very milk 
which you have drunk flOm your mother's bloasts 01' jnfhlenced 
by thObO tbitlgli ill the world whICh you (launot disown. To 
say that it i~ posslble to build up a new fabrio on now lillc:, 
without any help flom the past is to say that I am Helf-bom 
and my father aml grand-father need not IlRve tl'oubled for me. 
'l'hat is tbtt way in whioh things strIke me at least. 

One of tho waYIi In wllioh reform movements are being 
worked out in Indla is the method of rebellion. We go iut<) 
another camp Oll a religious basis and a SOCial stl'llcture 1S built 
upon It 'rhe otl,er way of illtroducing reform is by utilising 
casttt organisatlOnr. fOl· the purpose of reform. The third is to 
go to the Acharyas IIl1d try to see that they are animated with 
a high pnrpose and move abcut the country snd purify U8 SlId 

themselves in the bargain. The fourth way is to appeal to 
men's sellse of honour and make them p1edge themselves to 
09rtl\in reforms 1'he fifth aud the least ehgible way is to seek 
IElgislative help. But in order to wprk 'Out reforms on any of 
theee lines all of us must work together. W til must meet Ilt 
lOllo8t once a year to derive what lessons we can from each other 
ahd e'\change mutnal help alld sympathy-this i~ the re8BQll 
W11y we go to the Conference. '.rhe rebellious method may be 
the most suitable for one reform, the traditiona.l ll1ethod for 
Mother, Lhe pledge method for a tbiri, and the l$gialativo 
method may be the final 801l1tion of a fourth. _Ql'Dl. i'Jwre 
!l3ay be all these difftlrent lines not parp;Uel but ~g 



towal'dfl one point in the end; but till they meet we must work 
together separately. 

I bave now I\. register of [,0 Associations, the rogistE'l'ed 
members of which are not very mallY, 'l'hey may not exo8/)d 
ten thousand, but they are the hope aud the 8t rength of the 
future, They all work Oll thoir own lines, Itnd ill doing so 
they are likely to commit mihtake .. , from which their friends 
sbould try to help them. Now I have t,old you how thiugs 
stann in Bengal, the North··We~t Province,> nnd tho Punjab. 
On the Madras side the Bmhmill olement i& preponderant, and 
as i~ l'esult the lower classes al'e Oot'Oo dowll with It weight 
which they are not ablo to beat', But there at-e thoughtful 
men among them for whom we all feel the highest rospect, 
The most favoured method in that Pl'elSidency is of voluntary 
pledges. 'l'!Jat being the conditioll of things ill Madras, 
what is our position un this side PAl'o we working ou a 
religiouB Lasia to which lL new social sllperbLrlletUl'O It! 

added, 01' are we pl'oceediug on tho more Ul'tllO<iOX. method 
of casto regula tionR r Are we procecJillg Oil tllO linos of 
legislation. 01' of voluutary effol'ti,? 'l.'bere are 8u.;it·ties ill 

this Presidency who have registered themselves under the Ill­
dial) Companies' Act or the Religious lind Charitable Bnuow­
meuts Act, aud tlley find that their pJ'ovisiolls UO not suit tlleir 
cOllvenience and t,bey want more facilities. III othOl' places, 
the religious and cRste leaders are appeaJod to for hoII" Thoro 
are also thO/se who prefer the method of revolt. aud schism, 

Tbe peculiar feature of the movement ill tlJe Presidoucy ill 
that we want to work on no single line, but to work un all lines 
together ana above a11110t to break with. tho pabt and coase all 
oonnection WIth our society. We do not pl'oeecd on the l'uJi~ 

giOU8 basis exqll13ively aJj in Bengal. We Laye the different 
Sa~jea, but ~mellOw or othel' there is somethiug iu our llatul'O 
which pt'event~ us froM bollily moving into auuthercamp. We 
do not aesit-e to give up our hold 011 the old llstablished illstitu­
tiaus. Some might sal' tbis IS our wellkup.ss--others think in 
it ~ai.ts Olll' strength, Reform work hlUl not Leen carried pu 
in this PmlJidency on &I\Y one detinite line, but we a.re trying 
.&14Jkt ~ods which 1 have pla.ced before you. If we W9fV 
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to fellow anyone method, our quarrels would cease. If lYe 
were distinctly prepared to stnnd in a camp of our own, J!)&ving 
the whole community to do wbat they like, we might be at 
peace; for this is exactly what our fl'iends-tbe reactionist 
and the orthodox community-arc desiring us to do. We do 
110t put our faith exclusively in the caste method of work. We 
are not limited to the method of what I say is the m.ethod of 
pledges, vi:::., ench man taking It pledg-e to do what to him seems 
l'lght. We differ ft'orn othel' pal'tf! of the COllntr'y in our pursuit 
of this work of soc-ial reform (ill various lines,-we tlo not prflfer 
anyone method of wo!'k aucl try to utilise, adoptmg each as it is 
most suited for our purposes, all these ways, and this of course 
Iltoings us iuto COli filCt wit,1i our orthodox and reactioIlAl'Y friends. 
I hopo I have satisfied you that it is not merc personal differ­
ences or party quarrels 01' anything of that sort that explaios the 
situation, but it is our systol1lfttic attempt to do the L1ung not 011 

ono ddinite line, which has intensified tho conflict. ·We are not 
disposed to follow /tny one method to the eud, ana we apply a 
number of mothod" to a lIumber of problems, and wo do del:lil'tJ 
above all not to occupy a separate camp for ourselves. 'rhi~ is 
ill lily opinion the clllef reaSOll why there has been so muoh 
1lli&understandil1g and such exhibit,ion of temper, and when you 
add to that personal and private differenooR, you will underbtand 
why the unfOl'tullate opposit.ion which was not offered dse­
where was exhillltecl ill this beloved city of ours. I hope on 
another occasion to give a retrospect of the work of reform 
carried ou in different provinces of Indu~ during the year about 
to close. 

Spea.king on the" Hist01Y of ~ocial Reform," the Iton/ble 
:Mr. Justice Ranado said:;-Mlt. PRESlDENT, LA.DIES and G-ENfL1!l­

NEN,-On 'Vednc,>day last my time waB so taken up with 
personal explanations and a review of the general tend'eueiea'of 
the reform movement in the different pravincea, th.t I was-not 
&obie to present to you a brief retroBpect of the year!8 work att I 
had at first intended to do. It is very neces8ary OD aD oocuton­
like tbis to direct public attention to the more nottJ,ble 8'1".­
of the year, and to SQ(I how far tae)" mark Gilt foo&.pri$lfe .... 
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sands of time in our journey onwards. 'We are so scattered and 
80 Iitt.le in touch with one another thai !ling-Ie worhrs iu this 
fif'1<l are too often diflposed to \o')k upon the work bef()re thenl 
as It task beyond human endurance in \\ hil'll fai\ul'c is certain, 
while the chances of SucceSR are well nigh \tc,pe\rss. 'l'his sort 
of deRpondeocy would be imp(\l';sible if we had morc f/llth in 
an ovcr.rulin?, Providence, nnd 1£ we contenh,d ourselves 
WIth the immediate work before us, I!'u\'ill!l' the final iI<811B 

in His hands, 'fhe Conferell(,c gatherillg b!'ing~ Ihe indio 

vidual w01'k1'1's togetllel' from all parts of tll(' conrlil'Y, and 
when we cxchange notes with one anoiher, Ihol'e of nf! who may 

lune lagged behind are en('ouraged to per~evere ill th1' \Vork Ly 
the example of their fdlow-wol'kell', who have att:tilled hetLcl' 
huccess 01' struggled more nmnfnlly with their diflicnlties. 
Viewed in this light the presenL gathering lIa'! 1,0 my mind It 
holy character, full of encouragement, and hope, to all who ('onH~ 
to it from far and Ileal' The year that is RUout 10 cloHe IHI.S 

Hot been altogether an unevellt,fnl one J propose willl y01l1' l,cr­
mission to travel front south to I.el'ih nud bllefly dire(·t YOllr 
attention to the new social leaven whi('h is sLining t.he appa­
rently dormant nnd lifeless maqR of t.hc Indian ('ommullity. 

You wiIlnote with satisfaf'tion that on the l\lalnul\!' Coast, 
including the Native State of Tl'aYll.llcore, a most heal! Ity move­
ment has for sometime been at work to legalise tllO illstitntion 
of marriage in the great Nail' community. 'l'hl'Olighollt t his ex· 
trnt of the cou ntry marriage, as an JI1stitu tiOll 1'1.'cog'lliHOO by re­
ligion and law, has no footing, except among n veI'y f<1ll1l1l pro­
POl'tion of t,he Bmhmin population. Mt'n and \Vonteu ('ohauited 
tOj2'cther hat without tl1e sanctity nll~ sanction, whioh marriage 
COnfel'8 up¥ mau II.nd wife. In t.his pal't of tho ('ollntI'Y only 
the eldest .. epre~ntative in Bmllmin families oan mnI'ry ill ollr 
sense ef the word. Tbe 1'3$t, of tbe community both J3rallmin 
and non.Brabmirt ha.ve liveli from anciOld, times till now in 
theory at leMt wit.h tbe wild license; wlJi(·lJ lets the male and 
female m.em~1'8 oftbe anima.l wol'1d consort tOg'other in tempo­
ral')' conuectaons. Of ()ont'!!le human beings Oll.nn0t practise this 
lieettGe without 8llbmittln~ to some restraint of custom, and there 
l\~ eMlstomll W'lIieh blWe s1}ppli~d tbe placeindiffereiltl,Y of 
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the indissoluble life-long alliance which constitutes the etlSence 
of marriage. Thl~ state of things did w911 enough as long as Ma,.. 
htbar and Trllvancore were cut off hom the rest of the w{)rld. 
With better commllllications and with the greater spread (\f 
eduration a llew sense dawned upon the minds of the thinking 
portion of the Nair ('ommnnity, and II. general desire was felt 
nmong theM' people to I j'le to the SOl'ial level of their fellow 
f'onntrymen in other pad'! of India. An agitation was set np and 
nHer meeting with ROnll' OpPosItion Gov('rnment appoil.tE'd a 
Commis'lion to inquire into tile mattN" anil 011 the basi'! of thf> 
report of thi" COll1mi~sion 11 draft Btll was drawn up and tbit'l HI:' 
llEts tllis year heen introducf>d into the l\{aclrB.'l Legislative CounCil 
by the lIon'ble gentleman who IS flOW presiding at this meet· 
ing (the Hon'ble Mr C Sankaran Nail')' The chief cl'edit of 
this movemf'nt nnd the practirQ \ turn given to it b~longs to til" 
Hon'ble Mr. Sankal'an N all' and his fellow-workers, and you 
will be glad to find that theil- labours have been orowned with 
IlUcvese;;. The principle (if the Jaw i!! now safe and tile Bill llaR 

been l'tlferred to It Self'ct Committee to RettIe the detaJl, 
Vollowing the example In BritIsh India, the Tl'avancore Hov­
e/'nment have 11\ .. 0 sanctioned the introduction of It Bill subjellt. 
ing th(> ('llsiommy conneclions to the pains and penalties of the 
Indian Penal Code. Both on tIle }falaoar coast and in 'fravan­
core the movement luts hef'n entIrely of popular origin, the 
otlicials and Governments reluctantly yielding t,o the pressure 
brought upon them hy the people cO!ll'erned 

Tlll'ning northwards you ",ill be glad to IElarn that the 
marriage laws passed by Hi'! Highnesf! the iate Maharajah of 
lfysore have worked satlsfaetOl'ily. The Dewan stated las. 
October before the Representative Assembly tha.t there were 
only foul' cases where the peMI clauses had to be enforced 
during the conrse e,f the year, and in all these cases the pro· 
seoutions wel'e instituted on the complaint of private persons 
and neighbou1's. This is Ii circumstance of greAt pr(}mi!le, as it 
shows that public conscience is on the &ide of the '&9VerJlJl,Wnt. 

On the ~jaMt or COl'olnandel Coastot the Madras Pl'efd4ency 
the leaders of the social retorM movelllellt have ~ ~'Vel'y 
1Jt work both in the President-y ttlWn atld in the };f~f jn 
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prolUOtiQg fema.le education, and in the protest they have made 
in favour of purity of life and against degrading and immoral 
oustoms. One re·ma.rriage was celebrated by the Rajahmundry 
Widow Re-marria.ge Association, which ill gUIded by the 
"enerable Viresalingam Pontnlu Garu, whobe 7eal in this caulle 
has been unabat,ed, and who has ~at'll€'d justly the fame of being 
tIle PundIt V,dyasagar of this part of the country 

Another notable event was the I'e-adrui'lsion by the Chetty 
rommunity of a young graduate, who had embrllceu Clmstia­
oily and who afterwards desired to return back to hi'l old faith. 
Another event of a similarly instruoti ve charadeI' was the re-ad­
mission by hIS community of a DeshasthlL Brahmin, who had 
gone to l~ngland and who was admItted by the Deshaqthu. 
caste at Coimbatore on caRY condItions, which mIt! ked the 
growth of public feeling m thi~ connection 'fo the Wl.,t 
of :!\fysorA in the Palghat country a very vIgorous agitatIOn 
ltas been Ret on foot Ly some earnest workers to fix tho 
minimum marriageable age of boys at] 8 Rnrl AerUI'C POJlulu.l' 
support for legislation on thIS subject. You will thUil ROle 
that on the Madras side there are signs of very Cltl'nest 
effo:-ts made to promote reform in all tIle main heads of our 
pI'ogramme, SUOl1 as higher female educatIOn, purity of moral~, 
widow marriage, and the admission of foreign traveJlrd perSOD'! 
and of converts to other faiths, and the improvement of mar­
riage laws and of the condition of the Pariahs rl'he~e move­
ments are direotly of popular origin in all pflrts, and have in 
some cases support of both the Britinh and Native Governments. 

Going next to Bengal, the change is not It '\ ery agreeable 
one, a.s I observed 6n la.st Wedneaday. Reform hore is confined 
chiefly to those who have become members of the Theistio 
churches, while the rest of the community ShOWA a 1 ctrograde 
tendent'1 in the dil'eotion of l'eaction. The sea-voyage move­
ment rIlirred Bengal two yelU'S ago. BItt apparently no pro­
gt'e811 wa.a JWtde in regard to it in the present year. The onl) 
visible tnQ'femellt attempted this year was about the reductio! 
of e'd;aoUtgant expenditlU'e on marriage occasions and even tb if 
~_t... iJlsiiituted}'y the Government of tha.t part Ol. 

the~. ..tnvhile femnle ednoation outside the presi. 
p 
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dency towns showed no progress. Kulini$m still floo~ishes in 
the land; the widow. marriage movement started by Pundit 
Vidyasagar tlvokes no intel'est; and tltingF! generally are at a 
standstill. I am afraid my statements abollt Bengal may 
appear to many as exaggerating tIle faults of our friends there. 
For Bengal is generally associated in our Minds as the foremost 
Jlrovince in matters of progress. I can only aay in my defence 
that I depend for my sources of information on foor or fi ve friend~ 
in that province. One of them is It missionary of the New 
Dispensation Church, and another a social reform pl'eachel', who 
belongs to no ohurch. '1'ho other two gentlemen are of the old 
school. There are no social reform associations ill Bengal, and I 
only received two l'eports from local bodies, who appeared to 
devote their attention chiefly to temperance and primal'Y female 
edne&tion. Nothing WJll give 11Hl greatel' satisfaction than ttl 

find that my information l~bout Bengal is not aecal'ate up to 
date, but until this ()orrection ('OmeFl fr'om proper .,ources, 1 
must depend upou my own authorities, and YOll ",ill jom with 
me in rega.rding this state of things as very dis('ouraging 
indeed. 

Advancing northwards, we find in the North-West Provin­
ces and Ouelh more hopefnl signs of a deRira for social improve­
ment. Here as I have stated in my first, address the wcrk is 
carried (Jut on caste linea, and the great communities which 
constitute the middle and upper classes of these provinces, the 
Kayailtbas, the Bbargav8s, the Agal'wallVl, tue .lats and the 
Jains are 611.Ch heaving. with new life, though tllat activity i~ 
restricted within .very narrow spheres. Tllese communities 
hold their Oonfel'ences from year to year. These Oon.ference 
meetings are largely at.tended. They chiefly devote theJD,elveB 
to the work of redncing oustomary marria.ge expen$es Jmd also 
try to raille the marriageable age limits. Tempera.nc~ ltlso 
ooollpiea a. prominent place in their programme ~ ,the 
Ka.yastha. 'femperance mov&m~t has especially ah()'wl) fA! good 
record this year. The Purity movement aJao ~pi$l .. $Un· 
tion in these parts Qrui IlOIOO progress is .. !.so made m iuterQom­
mUl\lon between .8ubqastes. T,he e!1nQation ,cbWl":. 9f •. boys 
1llld in some (lases <If gil'Ja aud, the esta.bli.)nRe~~ Qf ~IIW 
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houses have occupied thelt' attention to sorntl i'lxtent. The 
movement is not based on ILUY departure fror::J. the old religiolli> 
('ret'ds and tho Arya Samajes established in different parts 
nre not showing much zeal in their work. For certain purposes 
these ca5te organisation;. art' vt'ry valuable, hut they hav@- tll(lir 
own wea.kness. They cramp and narrow the sympathies of 
those who belong to them, and the Aphere of action IS restricted 
within very defined limits. Suell as they are however, they 
cannot fail to effect eonsiderable change fOl' the Letter in the 
social condition of the country, if only these tlepu,rato casto 
movements work together for the common good. In regald to 
the question of widow marrIage and foreign travel aud female 
education, these provitlCeS nrc very backward. 'l'hough they 
('ame under the British rul!' eruly 1U the l·entury, the system 
of puhlic education prevalent 111 these parts has been ltl!'!s 
perl1l~ated by 'Vestern illfiuenl'es and is more oriental in 
character than in BomlJay, Madras and Calcutta. '1'he Allaha­
bad University was estahlished in 1887, ; p., :10 years after the 
other universities were founded soon after the mutiny. Pro­
ceeding further on to the Punjab, the social movement ill StlC!! 

to be more energetic in character aud more fruitful of result!:!. 
The rise of tbe Sikh power, bal!ed~ al> it w!ts on a religlouK 
upbeaval which tried to assimila.te the hetter elements of 
Mallomedaniam and the ancient Hindu faith, has securod for 
t.he Punjab a vary favourable start. The easte restrictions 
against intel'dining are not so btrictly observed all in other 
provinces. 'l'he supremacy of Brahmins 18 not so oppressive 
in its weight of authority, and altogether a hoalthy and 
mlLnly tone distlDgnishes the people ofthoseparts. No wonder, 
therefore, tha.t the Al-ya Samaj movemtmt found a soil alroody 
prepared for iisreceptio:!l, aDd nowhere eJae haJi1 it produced on tho 
wbote such beneficiAl changeR. Though the founder of the Arya 
Samltj did not favour tbe marriage of widows e%ceptwHh thehro­
th er of the deceased huaband, tbeArya Samft.jesin the Fnnjab have 
fbrmany years IlMt sllown great,er libel ty in this matter, and this 
year was distingaisbed in the annals of the Punjab b'1 a, most 
impo~iIM\~ aocession to the strength of tlJ6 reform party repre-­
aenteil by the oolebratiotl of the marriage of Dewan S11Dt'Bam's 
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widowed daughter. As this family is one of the most l"eSpeot­

able among the Khatri community, it is expected that this move­
ment will have a new strength in that part of tho country. As 
n matter of fact, tllere were two other re-marriages in the PUll­
jab this year, one according to the Bra.hmo rites, ani! the other 
!wcording to the Arya Samaj ritual. Ai! regards foreigll tra· 
vels, the people in the Punjab llave quietly solved the problem 
by openly receiving men who have gone beyond the seas into 
castc. 'rhe Punjab also 1,0.::; taken the lead in another matter, 
wlueh bhows more than !111ythillg'olse the advall(,e mil de in their 
province. A portion of the Sikh community ha11 been actively 
engaged iu t he work of conversion of l\1ahomedans into the 
Sikh faith, !lnd the Al'ya Samajes also have shown readiness to 
make conversionb from other religions. Some 1.50 converts 
were thus admitted back into communion with the Sikhs. 
Outside the Arya Samaj and the Sikh community, the Khatris. 
the Vaishyat;, alld the Agarvalas havo also been carrying on 
good work in thc fUllion of 8ubcastes, in cutting down extrava­
gant expenditure, in promoting temperance, and raiSlng tho 
marriageable age of girib. The Purity movement in the Pun­
jab is also conducted with great energy, and the crusade agaiust 
mLemperance is more systematic there than elsewhere, The 
Punjab has also earned the distinction of holding proviLcial 
$Ocial Conterenceli! every year. Altogetuer the social movements 
in these parts are of a character to inspire hope and dore 
encouragement to all who take interf\st in tbis work. In 
the provillce of Silld we have some honest workers. Nota· 
ble among them Mr. Dayaram Gidllmal holds the ohief 
place. The registered Social Reform Assooiation of Hydera,. 
bad is the oldest of its kind, though this year it was unable 
to show muoh work. At present the Sind reformers are 46-
voting themsel ves chiefly to the promotion of female educatioq, 
which is in a very baokward condition in t,hat province. 1)e 
Walterkrit Rajputra Sabba, representing twenty swall a.m 
large States, has maintained its oharactsr a.s a mOflt eftect.iw< 
organisation for the promotion of the two ~ to ,"1"J}ioh it 
chiefly devotes its attention, natne)y, tb,red:~.eticm.~f tke"· 
-se expenses aDd railling the PllU'X'iagubte age of ~ ~ 
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Theexa.mple of the Raj put class, is slowly working a change in 
the other communities suoh as Brahmins, Agarwalas, and Jains. 
An attempt is being made by the 'l'alllkdars in North Gujarath 
to have a SIbha of their own based on the same model. This 
brings us baok to our own Prcsidency with its two divisions, the 
Gujarath and Maharashtra districts, tho latter including the 
Berars and Central Provinces. In the Recnrs there is a very 
v:~orous Social Heform Assooiation at work consi~tillg of ·1,00 
membet's, and it has been the means of popularising the work of 
social reform ill that parL of tho cOllutt'y The members of the 
Berar AssociatIOn have pledged themselves to certain I'eforms, 
mcluding nearly the whole of the programme of the Conferencf', 
and their example and advice have resulted in directing public 
a.ttention to these subJects. 'l'he Central ProvInces bave not 
bhown equally good work thill yoar. 'l'he widow marriage 
mO\'emont, however, has found considerable bupport in these 
provinces, and a band of young rtlfol'mers has boen formed at 
Nagpur, whioh promIses better work next year. III the Guja­
rath districts of the Presidency, Ahmedabad has put forth COIl­

siderable efforts in the promotion of female education. It is 
'.ilso the head-quarters of the re-marriage and temperance 
movements iu those parts. The misfortune of Gujarath is the 
multiplicity of Bub-divisions of castes and suh-castos. Among 
the Knnbill and the Brahmins alike there are higher and lower 
iections of the community. the lower aspiring to form allianoe!> 
with 'I1be higher at any cost and ~he higher disdaining to form 
l1ell alliances for their daughters with people of tho lower 
IIlOtions. This unfortunate state of things leads to extor-tions 
n the shape of hl'll.vy dowl'ies, polygamy, infantiOlde, antl un­
Illarried old 8pins~rs. The efforts of Government under the 
lnfwt.ioide Act a.nd of the commuuities themselves to check 
~hese ey-Jfs have not been very sttcceHsful, but it IS expected 
that th~ mischievous customs will wor·k out their own ruin 
)1 the l'tbeUion of the lower sectiuus against tbe tyranny of 
'he higbi espeoially the Kllnbi Patidal's and the Anaya}&. 
Brahhfin Dbathela&. TheM was one widow marriage ill the 
Ahble&t.W distrioi .. ~ t¥ Audiob people, and three young 
foroigil~ lUen of '~Brahma. Khatri caste found admia. 
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sion lOto their community withoot difficulty. The Audich 
Bra.hmins also ha.ve been holding annna.! Conferences of the 
(lute on the North-West Provinces model. His Highnesl$ the 
Maharajah of Baroda has been moved by the Mahajanas in tlte 
Baroda, territory to ]pgislate with a view to strengthep the 
hands of t,ho (lastas in ellforcing thoir own regulations about 
reform, and two Bills framed fol' thilil purpose Il.re still under the 
consideration of !-he Highne!ls the Maharajah. In the MaratLa 
country propel' tho w~l'k of reform has been carried ')0 all 
along the line by utilising all availablo resources. The widow· 
marriago wO\loment ]10.8 been taken up actively by tbe Assoo;a· 
tion at Poona, and its misbionaries have travelled about the 
whole of t.be country secnring sympathy and hu.pport. In all, 
tour re-marriages were celebrated in Bombay and Poona thi~ 
yoo.r, the oelebrations in Bombay being confined. to t.ha Glljll' 
l'atb communit.y. J!'oreign·travelled men returning back tc:.tl.e 
couutryareslow ly finding admission into theiroaste withoutexperi. 
-encingthc difficulties tbat stood in their way before. Th(~ marriage. 
able age limits are being sensibly raised, nearly Lalf.a,·do?,en of 
t.he best families ill Pooun have lll'actically 8howo that after 
betrothal the girls can remain unmarried till fourteen and boys 
till twenty without serioU8 t'aste opposition. The sale and e;o.· 
change of girls in marriage is also condemned by tbe head 
Acharylt, who is prepared to inflict cute punishments on those 
who may be guilty of a breach of tho order. }!'emale education 
is also being encouraged by the Raccsss of the High SolDol at 
Poona und by the Society's schools in BOlllbay. ,]'he TempE'l'anca 
cause also is actively propa.gated by ~'emperalwe praao~, and 
already thet e is a sensible change in the attitude ~f ,oung men 
towards this iudulgence. It will be seen from ibM renew of tbe 
Mocial history of the year that things are not 80 hopeless all they 
seem to.cu.sual on-lookers. The conflict bet.ween the reformers 1L1id 

rsootioDlll'leB in tIle Deccan Distriou, ha.e been especially useful 
in drl\wing publio attention to the claims of the COOfet'tlDCe 

upon public sympathy. In aU towns where.v~l' the lIa.brathi 
language is spoken inoluding the Berar8 alld tbe Oelttral provin­
ces, th9struggle between tbe two parties hllo8Men be_active 
till'O"llghont the year. For~. whioh I ha .... JIateiIill tlJ1 
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liI'st address, such a confiiot, based on prinoiples and not on 
personal differenocs, is not, under existing circumsta.noes, 
possible in any other part of India. In view of tbis conflict it 
bf.1COmeS the dllty of all to consider what. @hou-ld he the attitude 
of the reformers towards those who are opposed to them. 
Rtrength of numbers wo cannot command, but we can comma.nd 
earnestness of conviction, singleness of devotion, readiness for 
!leU-sacrifice in all honest workers in the cauI"e. Bven though 
theso workers may be few in nurnbpr, I hpy wili in the end sno· 
('('cd in overcoming opposition. We have above nll to leam 
what it is t,o benr nlHl to forbear-to bear ridicule, immlts, 
.. ven personal illjnl'ies at times, and forbear from returning 
abuse for a.bm:e. III the wOl'c18 of the Prophet of Na?:areth, we 
have to take up the ('1'0<;8 not bN'ItURe it iF; pleasant /'0 be parse­
I'uted, but becauFie Ille pain and ihe il'jlll'ym'e uSllothing by 
j he Ride of i he prin('iph' I' OJ' W hii'h they ILre .pndl'll'od. 'We may 

Iliffer a" illdivirlllal~. but theHo dill'et'encoFi Itrc aft~r all due to 

tho Well.klle5R of the human trmperament, and to the erl'Or8 of 
the human judgment. It is the mind whif'}1 Itftel' all holds 
IUte\,courRe wit.h other mindR, and there is It basis of union in 
ille common divine element pref>ent in all of UR, which is the 
spirit, which binds together all men in a ('ammon bond of love 
and help. The waters of the heavpn!! get their colonr from the 
~oil over whidl they flow; bnt after all these ('oloul's are not 
the water; they may conflict with one another for a time, but in 
the end they meet and flow in one pure stream into tho great 

ocean, luving the earth and the roud null the silt behind them. 
If we only wOl'k in this fsitll, 1,he opposition to reform, which 110 

mnell disturbs us at times, Will only be fln inoentive to mOl'e 

sustained effortll. This lIooald be the spirit. in which I would 
wiali you to regard tne events of the last few months, and if 
anything I h~ve said from this platform inspires you with sneh 
a spirit, 1 feel sure that you will Dot htn'c attended the Oonfer­
enc~ -sittings in vain. 
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The Tenth Social Conference-Caloutta-l896. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ra\lade delivered his inaugural ad· 
dress which was as follows :-Mh. PRESfDENT ANI) GCNTL}]'1KN,­

After an intervnl of six yeals, during which period we have com­
pleted our ronnd of the continent of lndia, we meet here 
again thiR time nnder the siladow of .'I, grea.t calamity 
-I migllt almost Ray in the midsL of I1l1tional tribula­
tion and sorrow. At one timl', indeed, the presence of thill 
calamity suggested to many the thought that g-atherings 
such as t.hese had bFltter be postponed to tt more favour­
ed season. On further consideration, however, it was forced 
upon our mindR that visitations such as these hlLd a deeper 
meaning, and that there was a solemn oblipation on os 
all to make a confession of our error!'! and sins' and as tho 
Jllwish prophets of old called upon the chosen people in distt'tll.s 
and in peril to renew their covenant with their Lord, we-the 
men who can read the signs of the times and feel the burden 
laid upon us-should meet to urge it'om this and other plat. 
f<lt'ms the neces!!ity of self·corrertion and self· exertion, in a 
spirit of pious resignation, joined with a fixed resolve that, come 
w hat, may, ourselves and the generatioDs to come after U8 sha.1l 
suffer as brave men suffer-their very suffering making thenl 
braver still and better able to cope with danger than they 8ver 
were befor!'. It was this feeling which prevailed over the 
better minds amongst UFI not to yield to the panic of the bour, 
and, while Dot making light of the danger that thl'ell.tened us, 
to see in that danger the very best reasOn for taking counsel to­
gether how to provide againflt its recurrence in the future. 

I submit to you, gentlemen, the quest jon which yon will 
1\11, each in his place, consider for yourself-why it is that 
famine and pestilence, poverty and distress, ha.ve the a.ppalling 
terrors which they carry with them in this land P We OMmot, 
of course, make the winds blow as W6 list, nOt' c&u 'We fGroe the 
rain-clouds to shower their plentiful blessings as we need ur de­
sire. But with the adva.ntages we enjoy, it lib0111d ~l, be 
po8iIible so to gamer lip our l'8SOll:ro8f of ~tth aad'~ as 
to eDa.ble us· 10 pall through sucli n. eri61 ~it'b A ~, 
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s,ssnrance of safety. Visitations, slleh as these we suffer from, 
will 10lle half th£>ir horrors, if we could di'lcouut them in anti­
cipation. If we were Rtronger aUll more manly, more prudent, 
more abAtemious and more thoughtful, million!! would not liva 
and breed /1,8 if they were membelR of the brute creation, and 
not men [lIId women made ill the ima~e of God for a higher 
purpo~e tha'! to live and die lIke tIl(' butterfiie~. It may weB 
be that; the~e vi"itlttions are intended IlR wnrningR of our duty 
in this I'espect, k set our hOl1~e in order and tint to sin against 
tl:!e laws of our ex;~tence. Of one a~pe(·t of thill que'lt.ion of onr 
dutiell f h:tve notll1ug to "peak from thi'l platform -the aspect 
'in whioh wo cleal with it all CItizens of a great Empire. But 
the sphere of onr dutiell is not f'xhausted when we discuss the 
question as a qupqtion of Stato policy only. The Stat(l after aU 
o"tistR only to make individual memhcrs compm,ing it Dobler, 
happier, ricller and more perfect, in overy attrihute with which 
we are endowed; and this pel'f(>{'tion of Olll' being can never be 
insured by any outRide al'rangcmpnt, howevel' (>x<'ellent, unless 
the individual mpm bel' concerned is in hiuwelf prepared in hill 
own private soeial 8phere of duties to co-opel'ate iu his own 
well-being. It is this latter aspect of 0111' dutic.s with which 
we at'e more immediately concerned hero, and it is to this side 
of the quest,ion that 1 bespeak your favourable attention on 
tbis occasion. 

Yon will ft8K, gentlemen, wl11tt meqsage haA this Conference 
to deliver on an 00<.'a8ion of the kind wllleh brings ns here to­
gether P This is the tenth meeting of the Conference, alld one 
has a. right to expect that, aft"r te'l yearA of eellselef,R activity, 
any mOVflment 'With a vitality of its own ~hould be able to 
allow itself to be jUIJged hy its fruits. Two years ago, at 
Madra", I turlled a aim'lar opportunity to !l\)oount in presenting 
to you a brief survey of onr seven yearH' work in the different 
pl'nviucea of India. It is, therefore, not necessary that I should 
go over the same grotlnd here a'l'alll. It will, however, interest 
yon equally weH if I give you a brief o!lt1ioe of the worlc 
of tue year which lR about to dOAe-in some flensa a. verY 
J'aalt\t'kable year indeed. In all such matters the first step 
.w&1'li& betterment is trt, realise the fact that out' social 

10 
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~onditionR are not exa.ctIy as they shollld be, and that they 
stand in need of a healtby change, whicr cln only be brought 
about by every one of us making the effort to pull himself 
out, and helpiI,g others to step out from the mire of fa.lse 
self-satisfadion or helpless despondency, tllan whioh there 
is not,hing more dangerous by way of obstar Ie to our deli­
verance. Until t,he oonscience is Rtirred up nothing great 
or good (:fl,n be accomplished by the agenci£s from outside, 
which hardly touch the flurfacc. It iR not 'm eR,RY thing to 
stir up the conscience of It nation Rl1ch as (urI'.; but to judge 
from the Rigns arollnd UR, there are ol)viollR mdications that the 
dead bones are heaving with a new life. and that the cold limbs 
are reviving with fI, new w:'Irmth hitherto despaired of. This 
is but a mere commencement,. fnl1 of hope and promise to tl10R8 
who are gifted wit,h patiencE', hut. wit,h hUle significallCe to 
those who, like children, are implttient to see t.a'lgibJe re­
sults. Dllring the conrse of the year this nwakening ma.nifested 
itsf'lf, not only among t.he cla.Rses who are ger18rally credited 
01" discredited as reformers, but also in the very strongholds 
of orthodoxy, and 1.he defenders of the ef1tablished order of 
t,hings. On our side of the country, t,he Sanatan Dharma. 
Rakshllni Sttbha, presided over by tho Gosw-ami Maharajah, 
and attended by the most orthodox enemies of reform, met in 
solemn conclav<" and sided with the reformers, whom they 
disliked, in condemning SOme of the existing Cllstoms, such as 
the sale of girls in marriage and infant mlm'iages. On tM 
Madras side, the Srivaishnava Conference Itnd the Goda.vari 
District Conference, both very orthodox bodies, met also under 
similar circumstances and joinfld hands with the reformers iu 
many qnestions over the gulf which separates them. There 
are some who think that the retorm movements to be effective 
must be oonfined to each great .caste or sub·caste. Judged by 
this test, we ma.y draw consolation from the faot t.hat full trial 
is being given to this view: for the Bhargava &nd the Kay .... ha. 
a.nd. the Agarwal or Vaishya COllferenQas in the North.We8~ 
IJrovinoeB, the Sarin aud Kayaatha and the A.U'l'Ol'a :a.ou. 
Sociflties in the Punjab, the Audich &lid tho Kayas~ PI'4bitl.l 
Conferences in Bombay, a.nd th~ Sri Valaha-va. O~ 1m' 
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the Ma.dras side, were all bodies which met eJtllh in its own 
place, and will meet again under very encouraging ('ircum­
stances. It is proposer! to have a meeting of the Sanatan 
Dharma Rakshani Sabhn. ill Bombay under the presidency of the 
principal Acharya of that pat't of Iutlia who, be it said to his 
(It'edit, has set his face agaill15t the Hale ot girl" in marrillge, and 
is prepared to auforce prohibItion on a. proper case being made 
onto The Acharya of tHe ~aI'aswat Brahmin .. is at, thit> mo­
ment discussing with his followCl s, what, heatmpnt should be 
given to England-retu1'ned men; and the Bemf' people, led by 
very orthodox gentlemen, have asked tlte SankE'shWRl' Swami 
to relax the restrictions agaIn~t wldow-marriagps. A vcry 
learned Sbastri at J1lbbnlpol'c has been discussilJg the much 
vexed question of the admission back into the commnmty of 
men who have l'etuI'Iled from England, 0]' joined other faith)! 
and desire to I'eturn witllin the pltle of Hindu society. Moved 
by the same feeling. the Na~llk priests luwe in ono inst.allee ad­
mitted an Bngland-returned gentleman back into Lis caste. 
'l'he Lohana community in Bombay, who llad fot' many yearl! 
exduded the philantlllopic gentlema'l, Sett Damudardass 
Goverdhan Dass from theIr communiou, admitted him freely 
fohi;; year, in c'll1sideration of Ilis many and gleat benefac­
tions to tbe community and to the public at large. '],be Jaiu 
c(}Il'lmunity in Bombay have not only welcomed Mr. Vic'­
ohanda Gandhi or' IllS return from America, but they gave 
him a grand farewell when he went out as a mil;sionary 
to that country. GontlemeIl, yon will admit that theRe Itt'e all 
very hopeful signs; sca.ttered and few though they are over 
this vast country, they show evioence of a debire to bl'eatito 
a. new life in qua:rtel's where you. would lea~t expect it; and 
they aBOW also that the deliire for reform in 0111' social condi­
tiolls is now penetra.tiug below the llurfal't1 to tho very hear·t of 
the nation. 

Of course this sort of activif,y iR more mnnifest amollg the 
YOll'llger genera.tion everywhere. I hold iu my hand a. list of 
~1Ul and Sabbaa. which have been good enough to lend 
to th. General &cr*ry of the Conferenoe reports of their 
'IItCJlik.' "Oq.t appeal for ncb reports does 'nOt reacb aN who 



INDfAN SOCIAL REFOBM. [PART 

wc;mk in the good cause, and even those to wltorn the appeal is 
made do Dot respond in time. I have, however, with me a 
list of Associations which have sent in their Rllports, and their 
number comes nearly to bixty-thc large'lt number tha.t has 
been yet reached. We WE'rc hitherto ullable to tap lJengal, but 
this year we have received reports f['om t{'U Al'lsociations from 
this part of tho couptry, .twenty·three from thl3 Bombay Presi. 
dency, eleven from ~fac1I'aR, two from :Jlysoro, four from the 
Punjab, two from iJcccan Jlyderabad, oue each from tho 
Central Province!> and the Herat, and five from the NOltl!­
Western Provinces. The reports of the:;c AAf,Ociations have 
been summal'ibed, al.d the smnmal'y will be placed in your 
hands wlten we meet. to-morrow to diFcus" 0111' plan of opera­
tions. Of comBe, theMe Associations do not subscribe to all 
the points to which the Social Conrel'ence draws attention from 
year to year. Some of them favonr feClale <>ducation chiefly. 
others purity and temperallce; others ng-aUl, improvement in 
the condition of ohilu-widows ; It fomth clabs favour int'lldining 
and intermll.rriag'} between sub-caste:;; many more favour the 
f\lrther raising of tho marriageable age limit-some by compul­
Bory legislation, others by c!tste regubtiollS, and. others, again, 
by mea,ns of pledges. Many Rimilarly interest themselves in 
curta.iling the expenditUl'o on marriage and death ceremonies. 
A few are striving to ltdmit mell returned. from EDgland and 
converts from other faiths, and some intereRt themselves in 
eleva.ting the lower classes. Gentlemell, you will thus Bee that 
in part or in whole the Conference programme is one wbicn 
covers the whole field of our aclivities in social questions, 
though there is, as might be expected, every variety of method, 
and fq.U rooID. for choioe of dIfferent sulJjeotlil according to the 
needs of each pt:ovince and community_ Such a VlLr1ety is 
natur,aJ, and I should regret if there was not. this difference of 
lights and shadeR and we were all eohoing the same ory 
t~Qu$hout the QQ~J;ltry. 

~pere aJ'~, howeye,r, some general f.eatul'es of similarity 
whioIi might be notioed here with advantage. BeugllJ~ ~ 
it a-a,ye }>irth to l~aj/lob Ram Moha1;l. Roy, as well a. tp Pa:ndit 
lSWl/orll: I Ol1a.n~ Vid,l1-lIagarj .~eUls a.t prel;ent ~, ... 
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Brallmo Samaj) to-bc contant with helping female education 
chiefly. Polygamy and Kulinism, widow-marria.ge and unequal 
and infant marriages-these subjects have not excited the same 
attention here as in other parts of the country. In the North­
Western Provinces the method of working through caste 
organisations finds mosr, favour. .Female education is Dot 
much attended to, but extravagance in marri!'ge expenses and 
t,emperanQe occupy the chief attelltioll. 'rhe Punjab takes the 
lead this yeal' in the mat.ter of the widow-lllarrilt~e movement, 
re-admission of converts from other fniths and inter-marriage 
in sub-eastus. III the Madras Presidellcy the Pllrity and tlle 
Auti-Nautch JUovementl:l find their chief advocates. On the 
Bombay side, includiYlg BernI'S ~nd Central Provinces also, to a 
certain extent, the Reform Associations are more catholic in the 
number of subjects to which they direct, their attention. llom­
hay took the lead ill the widow-marriage movement tilllasf, 
year. It comet! out. second this year with eight widow-marri­
ages, while the Pun.iab takes the first place, showing a total of 
twenty-five such marriages, Madras having contributed two, 
the North-Western Provinces one, and Bengal one. In the 
matter of foreign travel, the Central l'l'ovinees are coming to 
the forefront, as many as lIine young men having been sent 
last year to England for study. In this connection we :may 
lIote with satisfaction the fact that as many as Olle hundred and 
sixty-seven Hindu atudellts arc studying at this time in }<jng­
land; fiHy-six from Bengal, forty-two from Bombay and Central 
Provinces, thirteen from Madras, thirty-six from Punjab, 'One 
from Mysore, three from Kathiawal', and five from the Nizam's 
State. 

These flgul'es show that year aftt'r year the pilgrimage to 
foreign Jands, ullha.mperod by domestic l'cstricti 011 I!I, and tbe 
suostitution of Oxford and Cambridge for the old venel'ated' 
cities of &nares and Nuddea, must inevitably take place, and 
they will be wise in their generation who remove the tD0l'J18 
from. the way of the youJlgo pilgrims, and welcome them back 
on their return. 

'" regwds inter-m&rring41 and int&r-dining-in otber wont. 
the i_a ef 8U1J..caste8 into larger aggregates-tbe }'8IU' aibobt 
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to close has a good reoord to show. Among the noticeable 
events of the year was an alliance between a Madras graduate 
and a Mal'athi lady brought up in Poona. and educated in our 
schools there. Two inter-marriages of a less noteworthy kind 
occurred in the Oentral Province!', aud twenty inter-marriages 
took place among the several Khatri sub-divisions in the Pun­
jab. In the Province of Dengal, you will 1).)1 be glad to learn 
that, owing to the exertion!'! chiefly of Babu Railh Bebal'i 
Muket'ji, of Vikrampur, the Iwtificial uivision8 between the 
several ntels among the Kulins of this province have been 
made to give way to a better feeling of the essential union 
of the Kulin castll in one hundred cases during the course 
of the last twent,y-five years. Our friends at Madr'as, in 
the course of the year, have set an example of pl'actilJally 
popula.rising the claims of this reform to genera.l adhesion 
by instituting what are . called reform-dinners, where all 
sects of Brahmins are welcome as brothers. The exclusiveness 
of caste shows evident signs of gradual relaxation. 'fbis is, 
however, nowhere so manifest as in the province of Punjab, 
where, owing to the exertions chiefly of the cultured Hindus, 
Sikhs and members of the Arya Samaj, the admission into the 
Hindu community of Mahomedau and Christian converts has 
made a great advance, and as many as two hundred and fifty or 
tlJree hundred persons were admitted during the course o€ the 
year. This movement has fouud support in unexpected 
quarters. I refer here to the advocacy of this reform in the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika of this pla.ce. Nothing could be more 
pa.thetic, nothing more profoundly true than the appeals made 
by this ex.ponent of conserva.ii ve opinion to the Hindu communi­
ty generally to drop theiL' ancient spirit of exclusiveness, and 
:receive with open arms t.h~se who ma.y dEmire to come back to 
the old religion, a.nd thul'I wa.rd off the danger of na.tional Slli­
e1de, which otherwise is iuevita.ble. I would make til. same 
appeal on the ground of the devotion we oW's to truth and reason 
and the supremacy of the claiJJl8 q£ ~nee upoD OUl' .. n.gi­
ance. to allow free liberty in the ma.tter of thi. iu~ of 
fa.itlla. 

lP :t:es-ard to the cla.iflll of p.uity, '~i<.m\· 
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economy in marriage and other ceremonial expenditure, much 
116ed not be said bere, as these are matters in which both the 
reform and the orthodox parties in all the provinces of 
India are at one in their desire fot' change About tlle question 
of infant and unequal m!l.rriage~, there is 0.11'10 unanimity of 
public sentiment which is being slowly but surely educated to 
perceive the necf'!'lsity of adopting a higher standa.rd of age 
both for boY'l and girls than what satisfiE'd the generation that 
is past. Thanks to the marriage Inws pa'lsed in Mysore, in 
Southern India, the sentiment in favour of legislation on the 
Imbject is ripening g'l'ndually to action. Meantime private 
efforts to raise the mllrringeable age to fourteen for girls and 
to twenty for boys and more are being actively pushed forward 
by the more advanced reformerq in all parts of the country, 
among some of the very bigbeqt families, wil hout meeting with 
mll{'h opposition from the ortbodox clas'les. 

This then, gentlemen, is a summary of the work done and 
recorded during the year in val iou., directions and channels, in 
which the reform movemer.t if! proC'eeding. You will al] admit 
that it is, on the whole, very creditable. What is the inner 
spring of actior. whiC'h IS settmg in motion both reform and 
orthodox workers I'Llmost against their will. even where their 
will does not consent to move P That inner spring, the hid­
den purpOlle not consciously realised in many caseR, is the 
sense of hnman dignity and freedom, which is AI owly aSSf'rt­
iug its supremacy over tbe national mind. It is not confined 
to one sphere of family life. It invades the whole man, and 
makes hilQ feel that individual pnrity and social justice have 
paraDlOtlnt claims over U'l all, which we cannot ignore long 
Without being drAgged down to a lower level of eXistence. This 
or that pa.t'ticul.r reform or revival of ancient practices, all 

80me .aald like tb all them; the removal of this or that par­
ticular defect or vice, is not and should not be the only end 
an'Cl aim 'Of the agitation to improve our social condition. The 
end;' to renovate, to pnti~, and &.180 to perfect tbe whole m.&ll 

by U~ hill intellect, elevating-bis standard of duty, andper_ 
fecti", aU 11. poweta. Till ~ renovated, purified a.nd perfeeted, 
wt .'..- .,. to be what f)1tt ance.ators once were':"'the 
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chosen peop1a, to whom greah tasks wer~ allotted and by whom 
great deeds were performed. Where thIs feeling lUlimates the 
worker, it is a matter of comparative indifference in what 
part,icular direction it asserts itself, nnd in what plU,ticnlo.r 
metbod it proceeds to work. With a liberated manhood, with 
buoyant hope, with a faith that nevel' shirks duty, with a sense 
of justioe that deals fairly to all, with unclouded intellect and 
powers fully cultivated. and, lastly, with a lovo that overleaps 
all bound, renovated India will take 11er p!'("per rauk among 
the nations of the world, I>.nd be the master of the situation and 
of her own destiny. This is t,he goal to he 'l'caehed-this is tht' 
promised l'lud. Happy are they who see it in distant vision, 
happier those WllO are lwrmitted to work and clear the way on 
to it, happil'st they who live to -Ree it with their eyes amI tread 
upon tho holy soil once lUore. Famine and pO!ltilence,onpressio!'l 
and SOl'row, will then be myths of the past, nnd the Gods will 
then aga.in descend to the eart,h and associate with men as they 
did in times which we now call mythical. 'l'hi~ is the message 
which the CouferE'nee has to dE-liver' to you, and J tbauk you all 
for baving listened to it with such patience. 

The Eleventh Social Conference-Amraoti-1897. 

Addressing on "Revival and Reform," the Hon'ble Mr. Jus­
tice Rrtnnde !';aid :-MR. PnESIDEN'f AND GENTLEMEN,-'l'bis time 

lllst year, when we mot in the metropoli'il 0( India, I ventured 
to I'ay that the gatbering of the Conference Wall heJd nnder the 
shadow of a great calamity. }j'ewof us then fnlly rea)ised the 
&C<lumulation of miseries and sorrows whioh t.his unhappy j'er.l' 
npw about to close had in store for tlS. The shadows darkened 
and deepened in their horrors AS the yeal.' lI.dvat1ced; and it 
a.lmost seemed as jf the seven pla~es which aIDict.ed t1i& land 
.r t.he Pharoa.bs in old times were let loose upon ns, for there 
if! lIot a single province whioh had not il.l~ gbMtly record of 
aeath and ruin to mark this pe.nad as the most ca.latnitans ycar 
of ttl,e oentl1l'Y within the memory of mant plNl1'll.tions past. 
lfo province bas 811tIerecl more from tbeae dire "ri1rit.d{01tS t'hlln 
the &mde~1 of Bombay, a.nd we a.r. atill e~.g th~ 4)'l)'ke 



II, ] MR .JUSTIOE RANADE'S SPEECHES. 81 

of this b~d discipline of sorrows with a 1>8.tie11oo. and, I might 
add, conrage, which baffie all description. The figl,lt has htler; vfM.'Y 
uuequal, and we bave been worsted at every point, our activ}­
tie8 bave been parnlysed, aud our lo'i'lcS great heyond all previ. 
ous anticipatiotu;j. Speaking on an occasion like tillS, 1 caunot 
but give expression to the grief which presses heavy on our 
hearts. as we remember the faoes, once flO familiar in tb~8e 
Conference gatherings, conspicuous by their absence here to­
day-soldiers of God in the great fight with ... vjl, who have 
hf-en taken away from Ufl in the full bloom of their manhood, 
and whose places we can never hope adequately to &11 up. One 
Ruch earnesi i1oul, the late Rao Bahadul' Chin taman Narayen 
Bhat, was thE' hfe and ltght of this IllOyement. I had fondly 
hoped that it would be my pl'ivilege to hand over to him the 
('llll1'ge of this grent servicl', for which the many great Rnd good 
qualities of bis head and heart fitt,ed him so well. But this 
was not to be. and we have now to ('onsole ourselves witb '.be 
lIJo1ll'nfu I sat.isfaction that lIe died It martyr to IllS self.impoaed 
laboul' of lovE' and c-harity. It! another place I have descrIbed 
Olll'.' /lense of the loss suffered by us by the ueath of an.ot,hal 
vt>I.eran in the Eight-the umverMtlly lamented 11k 'Waman 
Abaji Modak. Though disabled fol' a time for active work, 11111 

Roul was ever ahve to the caH of duty for wbirh he lived and 
died. 'Friends who knew lk GokuWs.s Leula of ~ind have 
paid a SImilar tribute of their 8orrow to the memory of thi8 
sinoore worker, who died a victim to the plague, while ad­
ministering relief to those who snffered from its ravageR. , \ 

A trjbute of respect is also due to the memory of Mr. Kasinath 
Punt Natu of Poona, and Mr. V"man Daji Oka, well.known 
In these parts. I might 1'00all to yOl1r mind the namea of 
many more whpm it h~s pleased Providence to take away from 
\JB, but this is _ardly necessary to ('onvince you that the yea.t"s 
cl\8l.l8,lties in our rt\nks h&v~ been very heavy. When people 
III their hllpatienoe cqm?iain that oar friends here and ~li1e. 
wh~re a." only glill tlllk&rs, i\,nd. fan badly when they are called 
on to act, they seem to forget the most prominent feature,of Our 
e~petie." of theee ~ visitl\>tio-Ds-usmely, that in ~v~ 
~"q, .n<1 cit,. 1f~et'e difl~reas in "'111 form ,Prevailed, whetbtlr it 

n 
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was due to famine, or plague, or earthquake, or floods, 01' hurri­
cane, the members of the various Reform Associations and their 
sympatbisers have 0.1 wnys been the first to vol:lI1teer their hell), 
alld if they have lost lleavily, this loss iR due to the perseverance 
with whil!h they maint,aill t.he fight, We, who have been spared 
till now, may well pay tbi<; tribute of respect to their memories 
on 'an occasioll like this, when we meet t.ogether to reckon onr 
gainfl and 10sses for the year. 

As might be expect,ed, the reports f)f this year's work 
which have been received from nearly bixty Associations, largll 
and small, and which have been summarised up to date, complain 
that their work for the year has not been as succeflsful as in the 
previons two years, And yet to thoRe who can read between 
the lineR, there are manifest si)lns which sllOw that, the work 
has been as earnestly pursued as over. 'fo instance a fdW 

cases :-Under the head of female education, the BeUman 
Conege of Calcutta, the GirlR' High Schools at, Paoli a 
and Ahmedabad, tho Kanya Maha VidyaJaya. at Jnllnn­
dar, tlle Sing Sabba's Girh;' Sehool at Lahore, t,he Maha­
TRni's Girls' School at MY80re, the Mllhakali Patshal!t organis­
ed hy Mataji 1'apaswini Bai, It Maratba lady in CaJeutta, 
and t.hE.' Sylhet and Mymensingh unions. all show n reeord 
of progreRs each in itA own lino of development. Thel'e i'l not 
a single Reform Association of nny position in the country 
which has not lent its best efforts to raise the standard antI 
popuJarise the system of female education, Many AssooiatioJlR. 
Sabhas and Samajas maintain independent girls' 801'1001s of tlleir 
own, and others have their home classes more or less aotively 
employed in carrying on the wOl'k of the schooll1 to educate 
the more advanced Mlldents. Others again have their lectllre~ 
for ladies, and Ladies' Associll.ti{)nI~, flllch as at Ahmedabll-d, 
Bombay, and Madras, Rtarted and maintained by the ]&dj£,~ 

themselves. Though the condition of female edllootion is still 
very bacl..--ward, and though the experimeNts that t\l'ilJ now 
carried on are on different, lioos, tbe signs are clearl, visible 
tha.t throughout India, the nAtiona.1 a.wakening to the neceesity 
of deveJoping the moral !lnd intellectual cape.citiefl tunl apti­
tudes of our sisters has fo-qud universal recognition. 
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AI! regards another "ign of this liberal mOVeUlf.'nt which 

beeks to do equal justice to the rights of the female as of the 
maJe sex, it is Ratisfactol'Y to note that. though the number of 
widow marriages t,his year has becn sUlalIer than t,hat of the 
pi evious years, still all the provinces have takeu part in the 
movement. 'l'!ie repOl·ts show that ill all 25 widow-marriages 
were celebrated throughout ludi", during the past year:­
Punjab) 0, Bombay H, Ccntral Proviucflcl J, Madras ::I, N Ol'th­
W cst I)l'ovinces and Hengsl 1 elleh. The widow-marriages ill 
the Central ProvinceH Imve hecn all bl'Oughi about directly 01' 

wdll'ootly by the persietcilt eliorts ot ll,ao Bahadul' Kolhatkal', 
thfl President of tillS gaMlCrlDg'. For the l'e-marriages in PUll­
jab the credit is due j,o Dewan Santararn and Iii" fricnd!! of the 
Widow Marriage Association thet'e, and in l'egal'd to Bombay tllO 
Rame honour is due to Mr. Bhagawandas, the SOli of the late 
Madhavdas Raghunathdas in whose house two re-rnllrl'iagell 
were celebrated. The credit of the widow-marriages celebrated 
in Madras is due to Rao Bahadur Viresaliugam Pantulu. There 
was thus not a single province iu which fl';ends of the cause 
did not manifest their active interest in it, which remark doos 
1I0t equally hold good for the previons years, The paucity in 
tbe total number was partly due to the calamities of the year, 
and partly to the prohibition ot all marriages due to the year 
being a Sinha.st year. Another good sign of the times which 
may be noted is the fact that some of the castes, in which no 
l'e-marriages had been celebrated before, joined ill the move­
ment for the first time this year. It was also reported in the 
pa.pers that the Maharajah of Nabha, in the Punjab, had 
exercised his influence in favour of better·jug the condition of 
Hmdoo widows. a.nd inducing influential Hindoo gent.Jemen to 
support the wi<klw-marriage movement. In the Chandl'aseniya 
Kayasth Prabhu cl'8te of Bombay, It similar pronouncement 
we.e made by the leaders of the .community in favour of 1'8-

man'iage, and it was resolved to bring up tho subject before 
t·he next K"yasth Pl'abhu Conference to be held Il.~ Barod". 
Another eatillfactory indication of the times is fl1rnished by 
the fact J!I)pOl"ted £1·OlD. Gu.zel"dot. tbal. the Audich: Bl-ahmin 
(lQnuntlll~t, iii DMaun ma.de a. simil"1' prouounoement in f .. "our 
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of widow marriage ill theil' caste. The Widows' Homes at 
Baranagar and Pooua bave &180 been successfully maintained 
llOtwithstanding J>Ccuniary difUcultieEl, and the numbet· of 
widows attending the }lOmes has slightly increased, thanks to 
the efforts of Mr. Sasipada. Banerjee of Baranagal' and Profellllol 
Karve of Poona. 

As regards fOl'elgn travel, the year has had a good reconl 
to III lOW. Several ~araswata gentlemen ha.ve returned from 
gugland, aud though the aUnt of the caste ha!! refused admis­
sion to them, the reform pal'ty At 1\fangalore and in North 
Canara have Rucceeded in openly showin~ theil' t<ympathy with 
these men. ltaja Nowlojee H.ao Gnjar, a scion of the prinooly 
house of Nagpnr, returned from England, and waq well receiv· 
ed, and Messrs. Hoolt alld Alonikar of Nngpur, }Jr. Krishna 
Rao Bholanath of Ahmedabad, Pmfessor Gokhale ot Poona, a.nd 
Mi'. Ketkll.r of G wulior, Imve similarly, th01lgh not forma.lIy, 
been admitted by 80me of their C!lllte people, and the oppoai­
t100 has not ventured to place any difficulties in their way 
Two Bhatia gentlemen, for the first time in that com.munity, 
left fot' England with the full snpport of their caste. In the 
Punjab, several young men in the Biradal'i castes, who had been 
to England, were admitted back without a.ny opposition. 'l'wo 
young men from the Aurorbans caRte went to England lant 
year. 'l'be liheral section of the C8.8bmere Pundits' Sabfla is 
strongly in favour of foreign travel. These instances show tbat 
slowly but surely in all parts of the U()untl'Y, the prejudICe 
against foreign travel is 0lJ the wane, aud that before long t~le 
orthodox community or tbe communities will learn to toleraw 
these departures from custom. as a.n inevi.table chang.e. 

10 regard to the question of inter-marriage, ihe Bengal 
papers announeed an inter.marriage in higb me between two 
aub·divisioBS of the Kaya.sthBt community, which hitherto 
kept· a.loof. In the Punja.h, therct was a betrotb1lil between 
two snb·ca.stes of the Serio. community. 1his was the first 
inl'lta.noe of an il'lter-roat'l'iage betWoon thMe two sub·diyjaionfl• 

Mauy of the wid'OW-11lILh'iagee ha.v~ also been instaDaeB 9f 
luter-marriages, and fur the first timo last year tWI) iDItaU" 
<lei of itltel'.ma.l't·iage between Madrasee and &mgalee ~n 
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and l~les occurred. The NOl,tb. West Provinccs l'tlPOl'ts tohQw in­
:-,LanceB of similar fUliion betweeu sub·divisiollS of the K.yaatbll. 
(lasta there, alJd in Guzel'at, the.re is a similar t.cndency manifest 
III !:!C}fDe of the ca&tes to amalgamate together. 

As regards tho post.pOlJemellt of iufal+t IIIlu·l'iage~. t.he 
leports from all provillceb show II decided tendency t.o increase 
t.il-& lillli6s of mlll'riageable ages of Rids and boys. 111 the Pun­
jab, ihe AUl'oroans SaLLa has passed II t'CsoJution that no girl 
belonging to the caRte &hould be given ill mal'l'iage unless bhe 
has completed bel' t.welfth year. In the Madms l'resideney, 
the opinion is gaining gl'ollDd that tlle time hali llOW come for 
applying to Government fot· legislation on the f<ubjeet to fix at 
lell.8t the mlll'riagea hIe ago fo1' boys, if not fo1' girls and to lay 
down a. maximum limit, of age for old persons wbo marry young 
gitls, on the plan adopted by the ~I ysol'e (J ovel'nment. Tho 
l\bdras Provincial Social Conference and the Godavali District 
COflfere>Jce expressly passed l'Elsolutions on this "uhject. The 
Hindu Social Reform Association at :Madra!:! has also appointed 
It committee to draw up a memorial with tll(J ~ame object. 1'110 
Hon'hle Mr. Jambulingam Mudaliar ill reported to be eonttlln­
plating the introduction of a. Bill into the local Council there 011 

thiN sllbject. There have also been individual instances ill 
some parts of the country whel'tl grown-up girls lllwe been 
married without expel'iencing any very hitter oppositioIl from 
the caste. , 

NeaJ."'ly all the A!!sociations havt· been plodged to support 
the 'Purity movemeat, including the anti'Mutch aud tempe­
l'ance agitation and the work done during tho yeal' shows con· 
~iderable progt.'ess under both these heads. 

To till'll Jlext to another qUe8tion in which the C',Qnference 
11M been interesting itself ror the past few 10&1'8,-ihe admis­
sion ot eonT .... t8 from ot;her faiths-flOWS progress bas been 
made-dlltiDg the year. ~be Shuddhi Sabha admitted nearly 
:roo llt.bo1lledan oonvens this year. Hitherto the lllovement 
JO{' the 1'e-~mUrllion of ~onvel'ts to other faith/'! baok into. the 
lliDdu eociet.y was chiefly confined to tIle }")Ilnjab. 'I'bis ",ear, 
howey .. ,. thfl'e .h"v, been alilO instances of snch cODveraiOtlB ip 
~~ •. j,h.:Nortb.West Pwvillces, and fn a.way ill Burmah, 
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olle of thom beillg a convert Christian aud the others MlI.ho­
medans. The Shuudhi Sabba of I.ahol'e a.nd the Arya Sll.~fli 
there ha.ve deservedly taken the lead in this movcment, and it 
will be a source of great strcngth to them that t,be movement uab 

been taken up in the other Provinces also. The Central Province;, 
Reports for the year show that Mr. Sbanker ~haBh'i of Jubbnl­
pore has pubIihbed a pamphlet on the tmhjeet, aud it, i!l n, strange 
coincidence that, PrOfebbOl' Rujarnrn Shastri llhagwnt of Hom­
buy read this year f1 }lapel' before the brau('h of the AtliatH' 
Dociety there, silowiug' how in old tiwes tIle l)()ll-Aryal1laL~' 

were brought withiu the fold of the Aryan system. 

As regard" the l'edud.iou of extravagaut cxpewiCs ill mar 
l'iage, a very impol-taut movemcnt WIlS stat'tea III Calcnttu 
nudet' the auspices of leading Kuyastha gentlemell, including 
/juch men us Sit, ltomesh Chaudrs. Mittra aud tIle Hon'hle 
Mr. Chundar Madhub Ghose, who met at Babtt namanaHI 
Ghose's hOllse, and pas~ed several resolutions which are 
likely to be attended with good results. Nearly everyone 
of the reports of the Nort,h·West Provinces contuin cietails of 
the manner ill which the Kayasthas, the Bhargavas, tIw 
Olilaturvedis. Vaishyas, the Jains and other castes have tried 10 
lay down sliding scales of marriage exp61lditul'e, curtailing eA­
travagancEl undet' many h&':l.ds, abolishing 1lo,,,tch parties fire­
wOt'ks, and other useless items. In the Punjab, the AUl'Orbans 
have very considerably reduced the extravagance in mal'l';age 
expenses. On the Bombay Aide, the Bhntia mandaL and ',he 
DRsa Oswal Jains have successfully wot'kfi 1n the same direc­
iion. Bven ill far off Haroda, tIle Dasa. POl'wad BaDia caste 
people hlL\'e heen moving ill the matter. Following tIle example 
of the Rajpntra Hitkarni Sabba, mllny Jlon.Rajpoot castes ill 
Ra.jpoota;ua and Malwa have laid down rules wbich a1'e enfoI'Ced 
by the same sanctions 8S tItose of the principal Sabila. 

As regards Conference work generally, it may be noted 
that oaste Conferences are the order ct!. Lhe day in all parts of 
lrIdifti. I have, on pr~vious ortlasions, mentioned tbe gai;bering~ 
annua,l1y beld this week in 1lCveral large towns in tbe North· 
W,eSMl'D Pl'ovinCf18 of tbo Kayallitua and the Va.i8Hya, C9ttunn' 
\litY" '('his yeal' was distingllished by' t.he bold(ng ,<lHba~rst 
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Provincial Social Co~)ference in Mauras, ill which Presidency 
also we have had two district Conferences, olle on the gn.st 
COll.s~ iu the Godavari Dish'iet, and t,1.e other Oll the Wost Coast 
at Mangalore. New associations arc Leing formed under very 
favourable auspicefl ill many pa.rh'! of the COUIlt!·y, notably in 
the BombAY alld Madr'as Districts, to support the work of the 
Conference, alld to give effect to its resolutions. 

Encouraged by tIle succeSf! whic!1 has attended t.be efforts 
of the Mysore Government, Itlld the "MalRbar Mal'1'iage Law 
pas~cd ;n the Madras eoum'il, two Bill!! of greRt [o,ocial import­
allre ha.ve been introduced, one in t,he Imperial Council, to 
bring under bet,ter cont,rolrejigiclH! e1llu'ities Rnd endowments, 
and Itllother has been introdnced in the 1\fll.drll.R Council to 
remove all doubts in ann codify the Jaw ill regaJ(1 to whRt 
eonstitutes self-acquirt'n property undel' the Hindoo joint, 
fltmily ilystem. Both t,hese Bill!! have suggested Ruhject:! 
for' discussion at tIle enRuing Conference this year, and 
it ill not therefore necessary for me tn enlarge upon their 
importance. 'fhere is It tllird meRburR before tile Viceroy'" 
COllllcil which, though it relat.eR to a particular section of d,ll 
~fu.hollleda.n community, ha.s a wider bearing whirh interests 
us all .. 1'be Memon section of thill 1'ommunify in Bombay were 
origiulll1y Hindoo converts, and f,hough t.hl'Y emhraced Mallo­
llledanism, they retained their old Hindoo cllstoms in rega.rd toO 
Itlberitance and snccession, and these customs were recognised 
by onr TJR.w Courts. .A. majority of that community. llOwevcr. 
ll'lW desire that in place of the Hindoo customs, the Mahome­

dan I;&w should govern their I'llccession to the property of 
u6{'ellsed persons. The Governrnent (\{ India accordingly int,end 
toO paBS a. sort of a pm'mi&sive meRSut'6, by which a member of 
this community .ma.y retain or' abandon the old rules hy a formal 
declaration of hill 1'hoi('6, whioh ehoice, onC'e made. will be final. 
'rhe $Ilbject bristles with ditlieultiell, but the pel'rnillflive legisla­
tIOn, if it proves It 8U('","1I in aetual operation, will furnish a 

Jlrectdent 'Wbu,h mlly prove of COlllliderable belf' to those who 
wish to have more liberal Jaws of inheritance and succeaaion' 
without change of religion. 

Stlf:b, gentlemeo, is the brief record of the principal lIOCial 
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events of the year. Many ardent hpir ts amongst us win no 
doubt be very m Uell dissa.tisfied with tlle pover'ty of this record. 
At the sllme time, we must; beftr in mind that, hundt'cds /lUll 
thousands-llay millions of 0111' countrYIllf'1l will rl'gard tilts 
poor l'E'cord a.s very re\"oilltionary, lind condemn this as one 
of the unseen causes which has brought ahout physical 
and moral ('atastropllie\ upon the land by way of punish. 
ment [01' the sins of the reformerq, TI,ese llre two extreme 
sides of the question, Hnll it i~ not fIJ)' me to say io an audieMt' 
like this on which lIide the balanre of truth mlly be found, 
Tho A1'YIt Pnlj·i1.a of the Punjab, which 1'1 It re(,o~llis€'d orgall of 
the Arya Sanw.j thelf', ha~ ill it'l WOl'118 of advice to tlle Confer', 
ance expl'f'sFled its view tlillt WP Ill'e rndicaJly in the wrong in 
Meeking to reform the u~ng'es of onr Rodety without a change of 
religion, and it, F!.'riously f>nggf'!.ts that lVe should, in the first 
instance, lwcome memhers o~ their Samaj and t1lill conversil'ln 
'Will bring with it all del'ir'ed l'eformq, Many entltusiasti-c 
frienus of the Bl'uhmo Samaj entertain similar views l\nd gi\'l' 
us !limilal' advice. AU r ratl f,ay to theRe welcome advisers i~ 
that they do not fully ,'eali-e the flitUlttioll and itq f1ifficnlti('~ 
Pwple have changed theil' l'eli{{ion, and Jet I'etain theil' so(,1111 
usageR unchanged. 'The Native Chr,j"ti:wq, for instflllC"', 
oflpecill.lIy t he Roman Catholic sectioll among them, and m!lJl~ 
soctions of Mil homedans R.l'e instanceK in point. Resides. it ha~ 
been well obRer'ved tIl Itt {'veil for a ('hange of religion, it is too 
often ne<,e~saf'Y that the sori/tl su,'roundiugs must be JibeJ'lllis­
ed in a ,~ay to help people to realise their own reflponsibilitieQ 

and to strengthen them 111 their efforts. IJasrly, these "Well­
meDning auvisers Beem to fnl'~t that the work of reform cannot 
be put off indefinitely WI the fill' more al'duou8 and difficult 
'Work of religious ('onvel'sion illl acoomplished. It nlay take 
oenturiall bef()re the Arya or Brabmo Sl1mA.ja. establisb their 
cJaims lOt' ~llera.l recognition. In the meanwnne whitt 
is fu become of ille socla.l organisation r Stow},. bllt 

fHu'eTy, the progress 01 liberal idefts must be allowed to ","ork its 
~a'y ~n ~'8rorD?ing onr soc;al custolW\ and tile procus M1IIlIoil be 
8~J)JIf!d even i,hough 'We may wi"h it. 111 the cae. m''01t'l' sooiety 
especia.IJ,.. tt\e UMge8 which a.t pNee'llt p~U .~t 
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us are admitbedly not those which obtaillcd in the mORt 
glorious periods of our bistory. On most of the points 
which are included in our programme, 0111' own r.ecotd of 
the past shows that thoro has been a decided change for the 
worse, and it is surely within the range of practical pOB8ibili­
ties for us to hope that Wtl may work up our way back to R 

better state of thl11gs without stirling np t11e rancorous hoBtili­
hes which religious differenCes lllwe a tendency to create and 
foster. There is no earthly reason what,soever why we should 
not co· operate with these religious organisations, or why they 
should not r9ther co-operate with us ill this work in which our 
interests are common, because the majority of onr countrymen 
hold different views about religion from those wllich commend 
themselves to these Samajas. I am speaking these words with 
It full sense of my reRpo[)sihility, for I am in my humble wily It 

member of one, if not of both the ~amajas, and 1 am a sincere 
rtearober after religious truth in full Rympathy with the Arya 
and Brahmo Samaj movements, and I hope therefore that these 
advisel's of ours will take my reply in the sam(l spirit, and will 
not misunderstand me. Schismatic methods of propagation can­
not be applied wit,h effeot to vast communities which Are not. 
wit bin their narrow pale. 

On the other side, some of our orthodox fl iend~ find fault 
with us, not because of the particular reforms we have in vi£'w, 
but on account of the ulethods we follow. While the new 
religious sects condemn us for bein/! too Ol,thodox, the extref\le 
orthod<lx section denounce us for being too revolutionary In 
our methods. According to these ID.llt, our efforts ~hollld be 
directed tl) revive, and not to reform. I have many friends 
in this oa.mp of ext.reme orthodoxy, and theiI'.wawh-word is 
that revival, ahd not reform. should be our motto. They 
advocate a. rst'l\t'n to the old ways, and appeal to the old 
authorities and the old ~a.notion. Here 0.1110, as in the instance 
quoted above, people spllak without realising the full signifI. 
0&1We of their own word.. When we are lUked to reviver our 
instibutions and cn8to1ll6, 'lOOpl~ R8em t.o be very much at 
lea, as t.o what it ;s they seem to revive. What pa.J'tliCDla;r 
~ of OM .biatory is to he tllken as t.he old l' Wbether 

, 12 
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tile period of the Vedas, of the Smritis, of the Purn-nas 
or <>£ the Mahomedall or modern HindI! times? Our usager. 
ha.ve been changed from time to time by a slow process 
of growth, and in some rases ot decay and oorruption, 
and we cannot fltop at a particular period wi.thout breaking 
t·he continuity of the whole. When my revivalist friend 
presses his argument upon me, he has to seek recourse in BomB 
subterfuge which really furnishes no reply to the question­
what shall we revive? Shall wf'revive the ~ld habits of 0111' 

people wIlen the most eacred of OUI' caste indulged in a.1l the 
abominations a.s we now understand them of animal food alld 
drink which exhausted every section of our country's Zoology 
and Bot8.llY P The men and the Gods of those old days ate Rnd 
drank forbidden things to excess in a way no revivaliRt will 
now venture to recommend. Shall we revive the twelve forms 
of SODS, or eight forms of marriage, which inclllded cap/lire, 
and recognised mixed a.nd illegitimate intercourse? ::;ball we 
revive tbe Niyogs system of proereating sons on our brother's 
wive!! when widowed? Shall we revive the old libertl'31! taken 
\>1 U~e Rishis and by the wives of the Rishis wHh the mali tId 
tie, Sha.ll we revi ve the hecatombs of animals sacrificed from 
year',. $.ld to yea.r's end, and ill which human beings were DOt 

spllored n.s propitiatory offerings r Shall wo revive the Sbakh 
worsl;iip of the left ha.nd with its indecencies and pl'BoCtical 
debaucheries? Shall we revive the Sati and infant.icidj! ens­
toms, or the flinging ot 1i ving men into the riv.eJ.'S, or OVer f0ck~, 
or hookswingillg, or HIe crushing heuMth oTagofl.nnath Cllr? 
Shall lye revive tho iut.ernecine wars of the Bz;ahmins and 
Kshatriyas, or the crijel persecQtion and degrad~tion of the 
a.bOl'iginal population? Shall we revive the Cll&tom of many 
h~ba.nd1\ to one wife or of many wives to 001; husband? ShaH 
"e rllquire 001' Brahmins to cease to be la.ndlords and ge~Gle­
~I.um. and turn into beggal's and dependMlts upon tbe king 
l\8 in olden times 11 Tbese instances will, suffice to sbow 
that the pl&Jl of. reviving the 411cient usages e.nd c~ms 
w~ll ,not ,,"ark. oqr salv"tion, alld is not pmotieabJe. If these 
lllUlfPS were good e.nd beneiciaJ, whr were the)" a.ltered, by 
out' .. "" a.nolistot"fJ.1 U tb.ef w_.bad _ iJlja~"hoW 
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can any claim be put forward for their restoration after so 
many ages P Besides. it sl'!ems to be forgot'ten tltllt in 8 
'lil'ing organism as society i~, no revival is possiBle. The 
dead and the buried or burnt al'e daad, huried, and btinft 
once for all, and the dead past cannot therefore be revived e)(­
crpt by a reformation of the old materials into llew organised 
beings. 1£ revival is impossible, reformation is the only alter­
native opBn to Rcnsible people. and now it mRy be Itsked what is 
the principle on which this reformation mmt be hllsed ? People 
llll.ve very hazy ideas on this subject. It seems to roany that it 
is tbe outward form which hRs to be changed, and if this change 
can be made, they think that all the difficuitips in onr way wilt 
vanish. If we changp, our outward manners and customs, sit ib 
a particular way oZ' walk in It particlllal' fashion, our work nc­
cording to thelll is accomplisoed, I cannot bnt think that mucb 
of the prejudice agllin8t the reformers is due to this misunder­
"tanding. His not, the outward form, but th6 inward form, the 
thought and the idea which determines the outward form, that 
has to be e1mnged if real reformation is desh-ed 

Now What ha.ve been the inward forms 01' idea!! wh:cb 
have been hastening our decline dUl'ing the paRt three thousand 
years P These ideas may be briefly set fOl'th as isolation, sub­
mission to outward force or power more than to the voice of the 
inward conscienco, perception of fictitious differences between 
men and men dlle to heredity and birth, passive acqniell­
cenee in e-ril or wrong doing, and a general indifference to 
secular well-being. almost bordering upon fatalism. 'I'bese have 
been the root ideas of our ancient social system. They have 
as their nll.tural resI11t led to the exist.ing family arrangements 
where ihe woman is entirely subordinated to the man and the 
lower C8.8~8 to the high'.tl' cast,es, to the length of dllpriving 
lnen of theil natnral Ite8pect for humanity. All the evila we 
seek to ieomba.t result tram the prevalence of these ideas, 'l'hey 
are mer.. coroUar'ies ti> these axiomatio assumptions. They 
prevent some of 001' ~ople from realising what they real)y are 
in all oonwienCl6, neither better not' WOf'se than their 1e1to~'" 
and ib. waatever garb ,men may put on, they are tobe woree 
b as8lImiipg dignities .ad '~eJ'8 which do not in fact. b&long 
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to tlJem. As I.ng as these ideas remain operative on ou.t'minds, 
we may change our outwa.rd forms and institutions, and be 
nOhe tbe better for the change. These ideas have produced in 
the long course of ages their results un our character, and We 
mll8t judge their good or bo,d quality, as St. Paul says, by the 
fruits they have borne. Now that th.;Jse results have been 
disastreus, nobody disputes or doubt,s, and the lesson to be 
drawn for our guidance in the future from this fact is that the 
current of these ideas mUAt be changed, and in the place of the 
old worship we paid to them, ,~e mn&t accustom ourselves and 
others to worship and reverence new ideals In place of 
isolation. we rnust cultivate the spirit of fratel'llity or elastic 
expansiveness. At present it is everybody's ambition to pride 
himself upon being a member of the smallest com,munity that 
can be conceived, and the smaller the number of those witb 
wltornyou can dine or marry, or associate. the hlgher is your 
pw-fection and purity, the purest person is he whQ cooks his 
I)wn food, and does not allow the shadow of even his nearest 
friend to fall upon his cooked food. Every caste and every 
sect has thus a tendency to split itself into smaller castes and 
snaa.Uer sects in practical life. Even in philosophy and 
religion, it is a received maxim tha.t knowledge is for t,he 
few, and that salvation il:l only possible for the esoteric elect 
with whom only are tIle virtues of sanctity and wisdom, aDd 

that for the rest of mankind, they mLlst be left to waader in 
the wilderness, and [Crovel in superstition, aod even vice, w4th 
only a colouring of so-oalled religion to make tbem respeotab!B. 
Now all this must be changed. The new mould of thought on 
this head must be, as stated above, cast on tae lines of frater­
nity, a oapacity to eXp80nd ontwards,and toma.ke xnore cohesive 
inwards the bonds of fellowship. Increase the cU-cle of your 
frieds and 8.llsociates, slowly and C&lltiOllsly if yon will, but 
the tendency,must be tow&t'ds a general reoognitioD of thb 
essential equality bet.ween man and maD. it will, beget synt­
path., and power. It will strengthen your OWD hands, by the 
sense that )'«>11 have numbers with you, l.Lnd ll<l4l.D.lIt yC1fl, 
oa' as y,ou, foolishly imagine, below yt)\l. 

'1'h9,next idea which li~s at the 1'00t of OUl' W~ :is 
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the sense tha.t we are always inteuded to reUl&in cbildl'en, to 
be subject to outside control, alld never to rise to the digllit.y 
of self-control by making our conscience and OUr reason tbe 
bupreme, if not the sole, guide to our conduct. All past history 
has becn a. terrible Vl-itnes8 to the havoc committed by this 
misconception. We are childrcn, no doubt, but the children of 
God, and not of man, and the voi('e of God is the only voice 
which we are bound to listen. Of course, all of us cannot, listen 
to this voice when we desire it, becnuse from long neglect and 
dependence upon outside help, we }Jltve benumbed this faculty 
of conscience in us. With too many of UR, a thillg is tl'llC OZ' 

talRe, righteous or sinful, "imply becauso somehody in tire 
past has said that it is 1'0. Dlttieb and obligatIOns aJ'c duties 
and obligations, not because we feel them to be so, bnt 
because somebody reputed to be wise has laid it down that 
they are so. In small matters of mflnllers and courtesieR, 
this outside dictation is not without its use. But when 
we abandon ourselves entirely to this l,elpless dependence 
on other wills, it. is no wonder that we beC'ome helpless aR 
children in all departments of life. Now t.he uow idea 
whIch should take up the place of tl~s helplesllness and depend .. 
ence is not the idea of a rebellious ovedhrow of all authority, 
but tha.t of freedom reftponsible to the voice of God ill us. 
Grea.t a.nd wis~ men in the pl\st, flS in tho present, have a claim 
upon our rega.rds, but they mnst not come between us and out' 
God-the DivlU6 principle enthroned in the heart of everyone 
of US high or low. It is this sense of self-respect, or rather 
l.'tlspeet £\,11' the God in ns, which has to be cultivated. Jt is a 
vet'J tender pla.nt which takes years and yeaJ"s to make it grow. 
Uu, there if! the capacity ILnd the power, and we owe it as a 
duty to ouraelv,a to undertake the task. Revere all human 
a.nthority, ~y ~Olll.' reep80ts to a.ll prophets and all revela­
tions, but &lever let this reverence and respect come in the wa.y 
of the diot&tes of conscience, the Divine command in us. 

SirnUnJy there is no douUt that men differ from men in 
ll&taral capat!ities. and ,ptitudell, aud that bertiKlif!V and birth 
are factol'$ of consjdel'll.bl~ impoJ'tallctl ill our developm6ur .. But 
1i; iii .t .... #aftlf:) time bl u.e that they III I.l not the 01l1y factul'lt 
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that determine the whole courso of onr life for good Gr for eV11, 
)Jnder a law of necess1ty. Heredity ar d birth explain mBDy 
thmgs, but this law of Ka,ma doos not explain all thlDgS' 
What is worse, it does not explain the mystery that makes man 
and woman what they really arE', the reflection and the image of 
Oocl. Our passions and our feehng~, ou pt'ide and our ambI­
tIon, lenr! strength to theKe agenc1es, and .vlth their help the 
Law of Karma ('ornpletes our conque!>t, Rnd lD too many ca~e" 
enforces our surrender The new idea that should como in hme 
is that thiS IJaw of Karma can be controllf\d and set back by a 
properly trained WIll, when it is made t>ubservi~'nt to a hlghm 
WIll than ourb TillS we see in onr everyday I,fe, and Neces­
aity. 01 the .FateR are, aR our O~Il texts tell u~, famt obstacles 
HI tho wny of our advancement If we devote our .. elves to the 
Jaw of Duty. 1 admit that. this mIsconception i~ \>ery lIard to 
rernov~, pel haps the hardest of the old ideas BItt removed It 
must be, If not in thIS life or generation, in many lives ann 
generatwnH, If we are ever t'l 1'180 to our full statul·e. 

The fOUTth old form or idea to whTch I W111 allude lame In 
Gur ac(luiellocnce in wrong or c\il domg as an wevitable condl­
tlon of llllman life, about which we need not be very particular 
rAIl human life is a vanity and a dream, and we are not mn('h 
eonoerned with it. This VICW of life is in fact atheism in its 
worst form. No man or woman really Ceases to be animal who 
does not perceive or realise that wrong 01' evil-doing, impu­
rity and vice, crime and misery. And sin of 11.11 kindll, is really 
our animal existence prolonged. It is the beast it! us WhICh 
blinds us to impur1ty and vice, and makes tbem even ati.r80tive 
There must be nautches in (\ttl' temples, say our priests, because 
even the Gods cannot do without these impure fairies. This is 
onty a typioal instance of our acquiescence in impurity. Thera 
tnUfit be drunkenness in the world, there must be poverty fUld 
wretohedl1ess and tyranDY, there must be fra.ud &nd force, there 
1I1Ust be thieves and tbe law to punisb them. No doubt these 
are facts, and there is no U"l6 denying lheir existence, but In 
the name of aU that is aa.cred Il>ud tJ:Utl, do uot Mquiesee in theu), 
do not hug these evils t.o your bosbm, and cherisb th~. TheIr 
vodaot is {IOllilODOUS, not the' ltllW deailly becall!e it doetf bet lin, 
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but it oor1:'upts men. A llealthy sense of the true dignity of 
our nature, and of man's high deRtiny, is the best currecth'e 
lind antidote to this poison. I think I have sllid more than 
enough t.o suggest to your reflecting minds wllat, it is that we 
have to reform. All admit that we have been deformed. We 
have lo!.t OUl' stature, we are bent in a hundred places, our 
eye~ lust afrf.'l' forbidden things, 0111' cars desire to heal' 
R('alldalR ahout our 1leigh bours, ollr tongues Just to ill~te fm'­
bidden fruit, our handR itch fol' another mat,'/> property, our 
bowels are deranged with indigestible food. We t'fnlllot walk: 
on our feet, but requil'e stiltR or crutches. This i~ Otlr pr-esent 
social polity, Itnd now we want t,his deformity to be removed; 
and the only way to remove it is to place ourselves under the 
discipline of better ideas and forms such ItS thofle I llave 
bt·iefly touched above. Now thi~ is the WOl'k of the ltefol'mer. 
Reforms in the matter of infant mart'iage and enforced widow­
hood, in the matter of temperance and purity, intp r-mal'l'iage 
between castes, the elevation of the low castes, /Iond the re-/Io(]. 
mission of converts, and the regulation of Ullr pndowments alld 
eharities, are reform!! only 80 far and no fnrther, Il8 thtJy "heck 
the infiuellCle of the old ideas, and promote the growth of the 
llew teudencieR, The Reformer hilS to iufuf;e in himself the 
light and warmth of nature, and he can only UO It by purify­
ing and improving himself and bis surroundings. He must 
have his family, village, tribe, and nation recast, in other and 
new moulds, and that' is the reuBon why Social Hdorrn 
herOines our obJigatory duty, and not, It Jll£'l'£, pltRtime which 
might. be given up at pleasllre. l~evjval iR, as J have Raid, 
impossible; as impossible as m:l.ss-convel'sion into other fait,hs. 
But even if it were possible, its only uile to OR would be 
if the reforms .. Ien.ted us and our surroundings, if thfY made 
ns stronger, bra:.ver, tt'ller men with all our faculties of endura.noe 
IUld work developed, wi.th all our symt>Rt,hies fully awakened 
and l'e&aed, and if with our hea.ds and hearts acting ill union 
with,. purified a.nd holy will, they made UB feel the dignity oJ 
our being and tb, high destiny of our existence, tJlught U8 tQ 
)o\'e.11. "ork with an. IUj:d feel for all. This is the Reformer's 
true w~t' IIoiUd tllia in my opinion is the l'eason wby ~he Co'Q' 
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ference meets from yeA.r to year, and sounds the harhlonies in 
ever'Y year which can listen to them witb advAlltage. 

The Twelfth Soolal Conferenoe-Madras-t898. 

The Hon'bIe Mr. Jnstice Runade delivered an addl'tlSS on 
"Southern India n. Hundred Years Ago." He said:-

MR. PRItiSllltlNr, LA"IF.'. AND G~;NlI.E}lh'i,-OnCe more with. 
in a cycle of 12 years we meet, fot' the third time in this holy 
region of Southern India, the hirth.place of the Social Contel'­
enee. Men and things have moved fast sinC'e we first met 
under the leadersuip of the late Raja Sit' T. Madhava Rao, 
the first President of the Conference, 

The shadow of the gl'eat calamity which has been dogging' 
our foot steps fOl' the IlJ,st three years, is still upon llS, and its 
dSl·k clouds fire still thickeninsr on the Southern b01'13On, "h;lc 
it hM not yet stopped its destructive work in ODl' part of the 
country. The persistency wit,h which these ealamiti.,s sllcceed 
006 another ann intpll8ify our suffering hus made some wise 
men amollg you prophesy still more dire cnlamitieA in the 
years to come. These prophets derive their kU0wledge from ob­
sel'vations of the conj unctions of fltal's and planets. W e, Je~, 
gifted cl'eatures, can but l)ow to them as we look at the aignR 
helow 0111' fect, on the earth we live in Illld mOTe and hove 0111' 

beint-t in. 
A Christian missionnry who worked ill yOUl' ProvineI.' for 

ao yell.l.'R, moPe than flo hundn'd Yf'ars ago, has lett on rooord hi~ 
impl'ellsions ot Sout,hcl'n India lUI he saw it in those old dayF. 
and tIle words of despair' he has uttered fill one's mind with 
graver forebodings than the prophecies of our astrological ob· 
Serqerfi. Abbe Dubois, wllOse WOl'k has be~n l'eoentJy publish­
ed, has in one of his cha.pters on the • Poverty of India.' pro· 
nounced tbis curae upon the people !-:-" It is a vain hope to snp· 
pose tlutt the English peopltl can ent' impmve the condition of 
\he Hind'U8. The eifOl'ts of a, hllMaJle and j"lIt gov$l'Dment 
mAy suoceed up to l\'ceriain point, but as long 8$ th l(inllu8 
oling to t.beir ei vil and religious iustittltlOllIl, eta.tow ~ b-.bittl, 
they m\l8t remain "ht they h"'fJ>~1t ~, \ B~\" ;u 
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IjOverlya.nd wretchedness. Those institutions add custOllls are 
InsurmQuntable obstacles in tIH!ir pa.th of progress. '1'0 make 
a new l'ltCe of Hindus. you must be~in by undermining the 
foundations of their civilization, }·eligion, a.l1d polity, and turn 
them into atheists lLud barbal·jans, and then give tb910 new 
JawR, new religion and new polity. But even then, tbe task 
will be half-ll.CCOmplished, for, we IIliould stilI have to give 
Lhem a new nature and diffel'ent iuclinatious; otherwise, tbey 
would soon }'elapse into thoil' for'mer state and worth." 

This pronounCernOJlt by one who had rio motive to judge 
IlS ;n, and who hlld the hest oppol'tnnitieR to indge us well, 
\\ould, if true, be to my mind a. fat· WOl''Ie cillamity than the 
physical sufferings and trials wo are now endllring, and wbi('l, 
according to some of Ollr wise men we are fated t.o sutfer 1\ Illln­
dredfold more in the nent' fntule It is Fltrange that theRe 
C'hril'ltian M.issionarieFt Ani{ OUI' wille men Rhould thus join their 
hanel!! over the wide {'xpltnse of time and !!pacf' that sepa.rate'l 
them. There are thoRe amollA' LlR who have firm faith, quite 
independently of the planet.nry roninnction'l, in the grl\dnlll 
det·ay of all virtue and piety in this land, when the fatallirnit 
of ;',000 yeals from the commenoement of the Kaliyuga ha!! 
heen rcached, and acoording to wllOm we arc now just on thE' 
\ferge of crossing this Rubicon which Flepal'ates la.w from Anar­
chy, and virtue from impiety, and llothing that men can do in the 
work of their own salvation will .vel' help to avert the crisis. 

In this situation, gentlemen, we meet here under circum­
st.smODa which are calculated to ma.ke us anxious and ~hought. 

ful. and to sober and moderate OUr enthusiasm. Here, we have 
Plet tuU of h~, and wo find that Natnre and lfRn, tbe latt.er 
ns l'epr8Mnteti by lUt emi_t ChristiaTl Missionary, and also by 
our ~wn kith tind kin, pIa"-,,, this skeleton before our eyes in the 
11I1clilt-M ot&r reioiei .. gt>. Are we then all indulging if the 
fond aNt.*, bf a Fool'. Parlldise ? Is this • Holy Land: l*'p14ltl 
by eb.~_ o~ tbe hU~ll l'IlCe, tit. ior M other use thtm foO be 
t:h1J~ deaert of lUlIlib hopes and wishes, without ths 
ferfn~ ",1'1:1'1 of divine 1aY(,)ul' to water its dry a.na paM1ied 
lip ~.ra:nd '.0 .rl"en ~ion fo bless the eyes, aod 110 a1'H!et 
~.t.'1ulk1(l1Qtt .. ears? I, f()r one, telnl8 to ~. 

l3 
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that such Il. doom it( reserved for this fa.vQured region, even 
'though it is. pronounced by reverend mi!lsionaries and our own 
revered religious teacherll. I, for one, refuse to believe that 
,we clin mll'ke no head way in the path of progress, and that thf' 
BHtisb connection wit,h this country, with all its humane, and 
just administration, will prove of no avail to lift us up from 
tlte mire of our wretchedne.~s. The Re~ing allia.noo be­
tween the missional'ies and our wiRe people hl,lB this wenk 
point in its armOlll' of" dp.fence. According to onr ~ople, t 11e 
state of the country a hilnd~>ed yeltt's ago, waR much better in all 
l;especta, morally Rnd Rooially than what it, is now. The Mi8-
810n81'1'8 despair WM however foref'd upon him by the st,ate of 
the country SA he saw it a hundred years ago, and one can feel 
almost sure, from the way in which things have moved sin('o Ilf' 
wrote, tbat, if be had lived a hundred years ia.r,er, he woult! 
have j<!ined with t,h(l contemporary men of his calling, in con­
felTing- on us his bleflsings inst.ead of his curses. 'l'h9 formid­
a.ble a.llia:nce thus tnrnFi out on exarninatioll to be not so formid­
able OJ! it seems at Ilrst sight, and wo Clan turn one of onl' 
(lJIl'lailant;s against the other, and await in hope the tinal l'e.~ult 

What t~hen waR t,he Aocial ('ondition of Son them Indill. a hun­
(h'~d yoarR bfl.('k, and have the pa~t hnndl'ed yenrR wOl'ked no 
pet'manent chan~e for' t.he Imt,t,er ? This will hl'the theme t{) 

whicll I shall nddre!l!l my ObFlel'\'ationR to-night" and I hop(~ to 
be a.ble to show that, if t.hingA aro noi, oU fl.!'. bright AR we wi'lh 
t~ to be, they are not 80 dretu·y and ChefiNO'lR DS S{lme 'Won;rl 
ha~ the" to be, and thl\t the British connection and ita I jUl'If 
MId b,l\l\{Lne' administration have brought about 0. change in 
our l'E!ti~ law, and polit~, of s11ch a chft.l'acter1tfl not to ftIakt' 
it neoessa.ry tbat we should be aU t,nrned into athei&ts lind 
barbaria.nll, to be \Vbite·w~hed again into civilisa.tion and 
m1l>tln¥*, and that if we have Dot acquired a new nature: ~'e 
luI.ve At leMt aeq~il'ed. itlelinations and a8w~ion15 whioh will 
J)l'1'VMt our rela.pae into our former oondi~: 

A. nuniJre4 years .go, Abbe Dubois mention& that amoog 
tne Nait's on' the .Ma.ta.bar coast, the WOfIletl bad tievep.l hUl!o 

bands at, one and the same time; arm &.n.OMItIit th ."?!l~at~ 
Brahmin!! of that provinot, if .. girl diltfl u.murried. it ...... • 
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ed necessary for her salvatiou that the eorptiC flbould be Ill&lTied 

t~ liOme BralllUill hired for ihe purposc before it WI).S burned, 
Thon, in the ~Iadura dilltx-ict, there was a ClLSt-e called Totiyars, 
among whom brothers, uncles and nephews had It common wife 
amoug them, and ill Easte1'll M,Ysoro thero was a ca8t~ in whioh 
the mother giving her eldest dauglltc1' iu marriage llau to punc­

tUl'e two of her uugers, Oil t he Malabar £lonst. in t,JlOse da;y~, 

Itll Sudras dt'ank toddy ILlld Brahmins used opium, In the 
Cal'oatic hills men and WOI,Ien did not wash tlteir clothet. till 
i hey WOl'e away by use, In those rlays again, besides the l'aSLe 
:tlJd f;cct-divisions, thero wer'c what !.1'o called the right haml 
and the left baud factious in which the low-castes ware diviued 
upon such questions as the right to weal' SliPPel'H, to ride till 
horse-back, 01' to pass eortain streets, 01' to sound certain Jllubie 
hefore them, All the!l(l citlLtions ru:c mH.de fl'Om t,he tit'st chap­
LeI' of Dubois' work, and the editor of that book has found it 
llOOeIlSl41'y, in h~ deriiL'6 to sta,te the trat.h, that all these custOlll1l 
of polyandry and uncleanliness, IlIld these factious feadlS JIIl,va 
cea8ed to exist, III the second (·baptel' of t,he SIHue wOl,k, meu­
tiulJ is mad\:! of the condition of the T'Rz':ahs, 'l'bat cO'lditiml il'l 
had el)ou~h C\'eu now, but the details givell of theil' wretched. 
Hess iu this work baffle all descrirJtioli. 'l'bc,Y were f(ll,hidden to 
ClOl!S Brahmin skeets, Ut' to como in llmuUlin ucighboul'hood. 
Ou the Malabar CO/1St, the Parillhli were attached to the 
lauu as Ilel'fl:i alld sQld with it. In thO!l8 good old days 
adultery was punished with death inflicted 011 the woman, 
and that death was inflicted by the members of the caste 
/<Jxpulsion from caste fal' breadl of caste·rules WEtS ina­
\'Okable unless E~ rival faction was created by tbe friends of 
the person tlxOOlumll'Xlioated. Even .... ,hel1 thousands of Brahmins 
of thOle days! tl-8 w~l1 as Sudras, were forcibly cont"erted by 
Tippa Sult.a.n;tbe Br~bmin8 who were applied to fOl' re-admia­
sion fonnd it jmpOlf8i~t even with the help of the Brahmin 
Government of l'~"to effect tbeir rtastorlltion, while many 
tllOUBlLtlds of Obristian~ who had been similar1y converted by 
'l'ippu ~nltO.nt were f .... ly adruitted back in.to tlle Chrili~ian 
C(}tutnuttity, by the iutlll:vcuti(}u of Abbe Dubois, Culolle} Wilks, 
lIoud' G~n..J'1l1 W .. I1 ..... 1ey' !he llL'ofebSOlll of Hie lJu-clilIed tritUIL 
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Arts suoh as music, paintinjl, and stlUlpture belonged in those 
days to castes which were held to be lower in tbe social scale 
t,ha.n the Sudras, and tbeir touch was pollutioll. 'fllese things 
have now been according to the editor of the work, all clll~lIged 
for the better. Adultel'Y is not pllnished by death without 
tl'iaJ, excommunication is not irrevocable, wholesale converslotls 
by fOl'Ce are impossible, and t,here are muvements to rc·adroit 
<XllIVCl'tH to other fa.iths when they seek such l'c-admissioll. Thi., 
ymu', the Arya. l:;alllaj in Punjab ftdmitted five such Cbl'istio,lI 
a.nd Moslem pl'Oselytes,. And meu of the higbel:!1, caste 8.l.'6 now 
engaged in tbe practi('e of the fille arts. As regards the 
Bt·a.bmills tbemselveH, tIle power of the Uurus ill thus6 days iu 
cK3(}ting Pa.da·Puja was something tct'l'ible. Dubois mentioIl~ 

without l'ellCl've that many bad t() sell their (flilrh'en fUl 

Gurudakshinas. Women dishonored by the GUl'U wet'e called 
Gal'ud Baswis or Lin~a. Baswis, and had tbe sta.mp of Garlld 
or tbe l~ingbranded, on tender parts of their bodies. And tben, 
j,base women became wives of gods and served in the temple, 
till tbey became old and lost their attraction. In Dubuis' time 
the girls Wel'8 married at the age of 5, 'l or at the utmost, 
when they were 9 years old. Widows, of course, were Clot 
allowed (I) marry in the higher cRstes, and even the Sudr&!! 
followed the example. On the fast.da.ys people Dot, only took 
no food, on tlle 11 tb da.y but also a.te ollly once on the 10th a.nd 
the 12th days. In Bengal the widows may not even drink 
water on the fast-days. People who happened to kill Nilg 
serpenta b::lil to expiate their offence by a ~naony called the 
l)(J,t·ada,,,. whioh consisted of an incision made on the thigh 0[' 

ann of the oJiender, 01' of some other person who might stand 
as substitute on the fonner's paying a. laTge Daksbina. 1n the 
last ca-lltl, the blood was sprinkled on the body of the olender. 

A. "Bards intemperance. Duhoi(J .,8, tb&t "bUe t.e Ellro+ 
peua ~ noted for their drunkenness, the Bn.hmins a1.'8 in 
the .. tarn ~n to the oharge of gtut~tlyj _ even as regards 
cJriJ,.\letio .. ¥ he s&rys, they W~ not a.1~ exempt fl9Ul the 
VIJ,MJj.a.i ghres au it;l.ta~ ill wbie"h a Tajol't\lJ1a.htiJi'o'. house 
catUJht ire, and lttuoug the tbjugs sa." w."J,e ~\of saUed 
fiOtiit .ud ..uotbel" of ar¥uck-ot naHve f1W, 0fe6I1U11!t'" ~tt· 
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miDi! must have been Shaktee wortlhippel's ot'vam-margees,among' 
whom tile use of forbidden food and drink, and promiscuOUs 
mingling ot men and women in indecent gatberingll were tests 
for admission into the secret society. 'l'he ItlSpect dne from tbe 
SudrlLB to the Brahmins, and from women to men wns in tholle 
days best shown by uncovering the upper pal L of Lhe body of 
the in~el ior person before the eyes of the bUPCI iors. As l'l'g'd.t'dti 
"IuJtcf, it; was the COmmOlW.,t occnl'ence to wItness. Duboi!l him­
,elf witnessed the deaths of sevel'aI8ultees, amoJlg others the Ra­
nee"! of '1'1\1\;OI'e, WllO immolated themselves with the corpse of 
Ihe deceased Raja. There were some Heven hnndred ,'inttee 
deaths in the yeal' 1817 iu the Bengal l'resldem'y alone. As 
legards the baliet in !Lstr'ology, magic, omens aud palmistry, 
J)ubol~ sLates that there wao; in his tIme ,Limo.,t a gelleral belief 
111 these superstitious fancies. These beliefs ale 1I0t still extinct 
but we have no idea of the iufluence they exet'cised It. bundled 
~eltrs ago. '1'1.on again, tUluillg to the popular religIOn of tlltl 
couutry, the pOl'litivn of tIle Devadasl'es WIiS l'ecognised as so 
J espectable, that even pri vate gentlcmen vlsi t ing each other OIl 

formal business bad to be accompanied by thelie atteudp.nLflI. 
ThEwe were temples in Mysore belonging to the aborigina.l gods 
whelle fairs were held, a.t which women cursed with bat'l'enUebb 
made vows to get children, and in connection with these VOWEl 

had resort to the most dirty prllctices, which cannot be del'Jcrih­
od ill decent language. 'l'heir gods and goddesses were carried 
m ProoeslI.iOllS in those days being made to mimic obscene ges­
tures to OtIe another. These processions may still be seen in 
va.rious parts of Southern India.,. hut robbed of much of their 
OOijcene features. Walking on burning fire, hook-swinging, 
piercing the cheeks alld the lips 01' the tongue with iron rods 
or silver wire-these wel'O the received forms of devotion in 
many ~ples. 

I think I ha.V8 +i~ enQugh to give you an idea of the sta.te 
o~ tbinp in Sotltli~ l'hcliIL which Dubois witnessed with 
Ilts own eYe!! a. hUlldrJnars ago. It 18 quite possible, that, 
being II. miStlioUlu'y, t18 anGoll8oioubly exa6'~ot'/l,ted ma.ny VOlntM, 
alJd t.Ili8IlRdet~~d "hlallY otherlj. 'l'l,E'I'O IUti good 1'(1aSOta'S 

to tbu.,k, t-h.tt he was nal¥illfol'lJled i~l wany l'Ellipoots l but 
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making allowance fo1' all these defects, tilt' genel'al COl­

l'lJctnei!S of hi';! description, especially of the ignol'~nt d}lljd",~ 
of society, can hardly be impugned. There at'e fossil remaiu~ 
lind vestigeR of all tlIC8e enormities and !olUpel'stitions avail 

still visible ou {,Ride our lnrgel' town!> in the mofuRbiJ. E\ ell 
if one-lent.h of the tlviltl and viceR, and oUsc('niti£'B, and enorllli­
tiefol which met Ilia eyes WOle true, they makQ up togeLlicl 
a picture Hufficiel1tly dIsheartening to Lhe most ellthusiaotic 
dl:lfendel' of the pat-t. The fH.ct iH, t.hat Hl'~hmin civiJisatiulJ, 
with 1111 its poetJy and philosophy, wiLlI strict rull:ls of abah­

llellce and purity. had hardly penctl'Rted lll:llow the UppOl' 

dasses who constituted less than ten pSI' cent. of the popula­
tioll. 'Ve can easily understand these phcuGmena from IIUl 
OWl! pl:esent c;xperlences, 

The pra(,tical question for llH to cOllsidel' ih w hellce carnt' 

this polyandry and polygamy j this brutal conception of gad­
and goddesses, this confessed cruelty to women, thcse supersti­
tiolls, these feuds uciween cast,os Rnd 8ub-ReetioHs of castes M}(l 
factions? Ahhe Duboitl has ueen very unjust to the BrabmiuB 
when he holds them r&tSponsible for aH thebe enormities. The 
Bl'ahmin eivilitlatiol1, whatever else it WafiI, was certainly lIot H 

c:ivilis&iioll which favoured polytwdry or polygamy, drunkel' 
nes<'l and obscenity, cruelty and vice. We have 1'0001'& which 
llIirl'Or the thoughts of the BI'ahmin tSdUers iu Southem India, 
The ideal of mal'l'iage was monoga.my. and it is best, typined in 
the story of the Ramayana, where the hem is diBt,ingIl181](,~1 
above all men for his single-hearted devotion to his oou!IOrt 
'l'he women as depicted in the early Bra.hmin l't!Col'ds as abo in 
the epics are respected atld honoured, left to their choiec 
to marry or to remain single and at'S oftentimes tloted as 
cODlposers of hymlJs, and writers of philosophioa.l works. The 
wife, even in the rituals we now reoite, is the sole mistreSs 
of il;le hoof!e and as free a.n agent as her partner itt life. 'I'he 
imcoolation in the form of Satee was not Oldy not recognised M 
1\ dtdly. but second matTioge wU pl'Qerlbad as quite open to 
11(*1' if ~he J:jO ~vi8bed it ill a.1I tIle fif'llt tlu'Ce Yngaa. Eitt'ly 
hlJ1n-iage wtJ,S llvt dr&\~t (Jf, Il-tld ulle of t\e' qtllt.lt6oa.tioulI,1t1l 
uuu'H+ wali developed' wonuutllwd- The ~$tes ...... nvt bO 
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strongly separated as to prevent int,er-marriages m t,he order 
of the caste, and as for intel-dining, the first three castes among 
themselves obsen'ed no jealolls distinction. And the hettel' 
specimen of the fourth ('uste WM "pecially commended as 
RervantR for cooking food Ghost-worship nnrl De\,jl.worship 
were unknown to the Brnhmin culL A'I tor cl'ORsing 8ell8 

on long voya~eg, there i'l hi'ltorical evidenl'e thnt the Brnllmill 
Illissionnrie'l amI settler'! eshthlished them'lelves, and theil' 
leiigion in fill' off Ja.va, and Eiumatl'R, and tll(·ir Buddhist 
RIJ('oossors COllvf'rted half t,IIB huma.n JUce ill Btu'mah, foIiam, 
China, .lapan, Tibet and di"tant Mongolia. Even in Illdia It­
~elf the Aryan Mitlers found no difficulty in incorporating wit h 
thf'm the non-Aryan ract's into fellowship ip the pl'OfeFosion of 
the Aryan faith. 

The question thus recurs ngain how it happened that 
lll~titutiQnFl and practices so essentially j n'lt and pure, so healthy 
.md considerat.e, came to be deAectE'd from theil' nntnral growth, 
flnd made room for the distortiollS whIch Btrn('k Abhe Dnhoifl 
ltR so monstrons, and ex('ite slH'pri~1l in ns e'ven at t he pre~ent 

an), how Ihe chivalry and howml' of our nohle !tn('esfor~ 

disappeared and their Flpil"itUl\l worship gave wny to gho'<t Ilnd 
tlpmon wOl'Flhip tllp ruini!lter'l of which in mlulY ('n'!E''! are thfl 
dp'lcf'nilants dr the!l(, 'mmp old Brahmins? Unlel's we filld !'ome 
IIOJ'king solution whl('1, I'ntisfn('torily A('{'onntFi fo), thiR trailS­
fOl'mlltion, we !lhaJl fWI'at' be ahle to find 0111' way with SIU'i' At~pq 
out of this labyrinth. Abbe Dnbois's l"xplanation ill ohviol1sly 
untrue. l'he flloCt appea}"s to be, though J speak" ith diHidenC'e 
and subjeot to correction, thnt the Brahmin settlerR in Routhem 
Itldia and the WAl'riOl'S alld traders who came wilh them 
Were too few in Dumber.. and too weak in power to make any 
laRting impression beyond, their own limit.ed eire'le upon the l'nst 
rnultitud. Who oollstitut~ the aboriginalrRcel! ill the Southem 
PeniMIl~" .J)l NOJ't>b India where their power was more diR­
tinctly fen they "ppeal' to Ql&'Ve been nbo\lt the commencement, 
or th" Chl'ill~ia,n era. suhm_l.'g>t!d by fresh hordes of Scythiaml 
ur Shab, of Rd..8 and ~he Jats or Goths who suhvea:ted 
the ltontaQ Em..." I In Southern India it was not fOl"ai~ 
lllV81!lOb, b.t tbe upheanl <>f the a.boriginl11 l>ravidian ra* 
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which brought about pretty nearly the same result,_ Thet'e is 
a tone of despondency lind panic in t,be Purnnas written about 
tlds time which ban only bo explainul by sOlne such pheDG­
mena. However this may bf', this is certain that whe!! nindu­
Ism revived froll1 the dept'osR;on into which it had £a1\01l, it' 
consel/uenee ot the rise of Buudl,ifolllJ, it dill lIot revive ill its 
old, pristine punty, but in the more or lo+!B adulterated f01'111 

as we now Ht'O it even fit the plesent day. Tn their anxiety to 
destroy Buddhism, IIwl latol' 011 tho Jain faith, the Hrabmin~, 
allied themselves wlt,1I the oat'barism of the iand lepresented ill 
t,hec()\l1lt,le~R multil,ndes, whom they had till t}'en ("ontemptu(h!w-
1y tJ'eated af. Sudl·a". and Mont of the pall' of t'1eir early illstitu 
tionli. From being sage'! and prophetR, POt'tfl and philo!!opht'rN, 
they dC!!Ceuried to the lower level of prJe~ts aOO pUfohits,IUld 
thu~ sarrifil,t'd their independence for tIle nclvllntnge of pow!'1' 
and pI'ofit. '['he gods ann goddE'R'Iel'l of the DMyns OT the 1t1\~­
Rhas1\R WllO llll.rl no place in the old pantheon wOle identifion 
with beirlg mOlo or loss pure forms of the old llrahmanicll.I 
tl'iad or rntller of tho two division'! of Rhaivll. Iwd Vaishnava 
cnlb, 'l'he old elasl ic flystem of tho t.hree divisions of t1w 
AI'yas Rnd the fOllrth non Aryoll section hecame crystallised into 
local and professional cllstel!, of whidl t.he Bral1mins became 
the III'iestR; Rnd those sub·divisions \lE'came strict an!l 
insurmountable hlll'l'iel·". Snch a change at-l this conld not b~ 
bronght nhont 'Wit,hont R Rl1rrendOl' aU along the line to tha 
blllte fOI'<lo of bftl'bRlOn .. influences. \VI"'l'!U\u ceas~ to he an 
nhjel'f, of reFlpect. nnll horn me I he I'ubje<'t. of distrust and jtlalt)n~y 
who always ml1.~t, remain dependent on her rellt.1;loDIi. Thr 
imltitlltion of Ratf'6 found in all b!u'barOuR nations 'Wal int.'O­
tinced, marriage hy choict' gave way t.o the practice of sale in 
marrillge, and polygamy nnd polyandry became legalised insl i. 
tut,ionA. BrBbminism llavinll failed to cO'hquer from 1\'l.Iol'lt of 
power, allowed itRelf thns to be degl'ad~d and conquered fly thr 
multitude!! whom it failed to civilize. Af pri .. ts or the CAIlt.e> 

and the aboriginal gods and goddeflllps. it (bec.me their ipt,rest 

to magnify for theil'advantage t.ba old ElupefNtticnu~beli~8; o,lId 
with" view to jU!ltiiyillg tbia Mtioll books Ql-l'~~ ~ya~ 
Wtlre compowd in the Dallle of tlte "'Ufllo'.I1/l and ' __ .\,,~ 
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introduced. condemning all the old approved iURtitutions ncb as 
c-elibacy, sea-voyages, late marriages, and widow-martiages as 
being unsuited to the new Kali-yuga. and therefore forbidden, 
though p!'8ctised ill old times. This seems to me to be the only 
possible explanation of the obange of front which we see in the 
old records. Of course, in the midst of this degradation, the 
spirit of the old eivilization WIlS not entirely extinct. and the 
great Acharyas whn flourished in Southern India, and the !'qually 
great saints and propAets who succeeded thalli, entered their 
protest against this cruelty and wrong and .degradation of the 
p:'iesthood, and held up the light on high With the independ­
ence of the old Rishis. Their labours bore no perlnanent 
Jesuit becallRe of the eruptions of the Mahomedans which 
soon followed and tho establishment of the Moslem power 
aggravated the old evils by the example which the MU8&al· 
mans set to the subjeot races. }]ven the 'Mahomedaus, 
however', were not able to extinguish the old fire completely, 
and the spirit of righteous self·!l,RSertion and of faith in God 
which hall d!stlDguished Brahmanism h'olu the first, only 
wflnted an opportunity to rega.in its old liberty. 

[fthis account of the deflootion or corruption of Brahman­
J~tn be approximately correct, it furnisheR DR with a. clue by 
which we clln trace baok our steps in this labyrinth of c~usiort. 
The opportunity so sorely needed haa come to this cO_1r1 and 
slowly but surely priest-ridden and caRte-ridden India.lM60sen. 
iug its coils of ages. Abbe Dubois was unjust to the old civi­
lization when he thought that we should have to nnlearn all 
Our p-..t. IWd to C(lmmell('s with atheism and barbarism, and 
then takil onr religion. law and polity from our foreign masters. 
F:ven if the tMk were posluble, the remedy would be wOI'se 
than the dis~e. We have not to unlearn our entire paat,­
certainly ~ot-fhe pa.tI~ wbJch is tJle glory and wonder of tlle 
humall ~ Wo have. to retrace 0111' steps from the period of 
depl'estriaa, when in ptlnic and weakness a compromise was maio 
with tha bl'ute fQfCe af ignoranoo and stlpeNtitioll. If tbis 
u.nbolt ~Auee is set aside we ha.ve the Brabmaoism ot the 
~r8t ttu. l' qpa tlnfold~ itMlf in all its power &l1d punt, ... 
tt i'otl,r,4-..t'ilt Ule bell' pIfi()d of Qur bistoJ'y. 

Ii 
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'l'his is the wot'k of the reform ,uovement. LAult yea!' I 
ppoke of ' ItevivaJ1tnd Hefarm' and I hied to show how }lefor,,.. 
was not Revival. The line of thol1gh t, developed auove slw\\ s 
t.hat t,he work of Rlform is reaHy the work of Liberatioll,.­
liberati'JtI, from the restraint.s imposed upon an 6@sentially 
Ruperior religion, law and polity, illstitutiom ana cltl'tooms oy 
our sU['render to the pre~sul'e of mere brute force for selfish 
advancement. OU1' nature has not to be changed. If that 'H'I'~ 
necessary, eseape would be hopeless ilJdeed. O.n' inclinations and 
aspirations han~ to be shifted trom one quarter to it:'! opposite, 
from the more immedift.te past of our degradation to the mo~t 
remote ,past of OUl' glory. We need no foreign JIUlstCl'S for thj~ 
purpose. It ill enough if they keep the peace and enforce tolexa· 
tion to aU who wOl·k for righteousness. Super.imposed laws will 
l;lotdo service to us unless as in some extreme easel! the Surgeon 
h1w to be sent for to stop hemorrhhge and allow the Physiei,lll 
time to heal the patient,. This work of liberation TO ust be the 
work of our own hands, each one working of himself for his OW\1 

ralease, It is ill this Rpirit that the work has been (1l.l'riea on 
during t.he last thirty years and more. 

1<'01' the last twelve years the Conference has beeu LJ'yiug to 
establish 9, bond of union between the s{Jveral associat,iolll'l Illlt! 

individWl(lli\ who are working in this direction ill thi& and ill 
otliel'~ of the country, and to publish the l'esults of that, 
wOl'k f'i:fii-the infor'mation of all concerned. Me~sured from yeM 
to year, the pl'ogresR Reems small, and in mauy years the hal'V~j;ts 
are not plentiful. The year ahout to close has been, 00 th(' 
whole, a lean yetU· owing to causes which lH~ed not be detailed 
here, tho plague being the principal cause among others. Tht 
l'esults of this y6&1' will be placed before the delegates in a sunt­
mary form at the iirst preliminal'Y meeting to-morrow morning 
One general obsorvll.tion may be made on this ooo&sion. , The 
question is often asked who are the heroes and mut.yra in this 
reform wOl'k, the pI'availing impt'el1sion being that nnlfl88 beroes 
and martyrs are forthcoming, no (lause can make prQgress. 1 
wbuld say iu answer that~, the extent that this im~on is 
true .. t.b-e caDse bAd its beroes and martyn in Pandit Jab"ar 
Cbandre. Vidya.saga.r, Pandit Vishnu Shum, lk. ~as 
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::\Iuljee and Mr. Madhavadas R~lgbunathrl!l!!l, aud even now 
lVe have Hao Bahadur Kolhatkal', our Pl'esident of last year, 
Dr. Bhandarkar, our President of one of the previous 
year!il, our honoured President this yellr, Pandit Vil'esh~ 

lingam Pantulu, Prof. Kal'vE.', and others who reqllire no men. 
tion, wLo have in their own Jivc1'I Rct nn example ,vhich 
shows that the fire is not yet put ont altogether. Dr • 
• Iaising and Mr. Dwarkalltha Gangu Ii, who died this year, 
PHIY also he mentioned, one ail the lifo find Roul of the Shudhi 
Rllhha, and the other as a practical refOl'mel' from among the 
Bl'ahmo community. It i~ not gi\'en to all io bo hm'oes fll'lrl 

martyrs in such a canse. BIlt it is given to every ono to be an 
earnest and genuiue IYol'ker. 1 n 1 hat capacity tile namos of 
hundreds may be mentioned who are unknown beyond theil' 
own circl(:'s and whose work therefore is onc of pure Jove and 
o\'lf·sacrifice. LaIn Devrflj and IJala MnnRhiram of .J llllllndhlll', 
Lala Hansmj and IJalo, Hllchiram of IJahore. the la(,"O GoknldaR 
of Snccnr, Mr. Dayarnm Gidumal of Siudh, Mr. Lal Shankar of 
Ahmedabad, .Mr. Damodardas fJovel'dnandaR, th" lltte VI'. 
Atmaram Pandurang, who died during the year, Babu Shasili· 
p~1d Banncrjee. Babn Ro,sh Bebari Mukerjee who also died this 
year, Dewan Bahlldur Raghunath Rao, Mr. R VenkataratnaUl, 
of your part of the country, Mr. Vishnu Pant l\fllhajani of 
Berar and LaIn. Baijuath of N. W. P. may be mentioned in 
I.bis ('onnection as persons about. whose genuine devotion to the 
l'anse there can be only one opinion. In spiritual, if not in 
temporal matters, the remark is trne that a man's wealth is 
measured not by wbat lie bas in the way of possessions outside 
himself, but hy what he is or m.ay become in the way of his own 
development, frQLU year to year into Iligher and fuller lifo. 
IJillertiflg bestowed on 118 1.;y foreigners arc cou~ssion8 forced 011 

us by tlhe force of oireumstllllces. These are not really ours; they 
are posseslrions only and not de\·elopment,s. But when multitudes 
of people in different pads Gf the country yearn for a change in 
their aoeial surroundings, and each in L is place seeks to work it, 
outa,t, great sacrifice of 'his pre~nt interest,s, it c~u hardly be 
bllt.that those yeat-nings a.nd iltruggles must bear fmit. One of 
oU'r_t poptt}ILrSl\illts has hrhis own illimitable wily described 
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this fruit to be t,he strength whioh comes from the resol~e 

to be better; and jlldged by this test there can be no reason to 
doubt tha.t this desire to be better, and this resolve to strive 
ror it are both growing in all the many races that dwell ill 
thia land. Other influences co-opemting belp on the work and 
make it smoother and easier of accomplishment. But without 
such a desire nnd sllch a l'esolve these forces would be powerless 
to act. We have therefOl'e no reason to be depressed by the cala­
mities and by the propheeies of evil to come and of oor unalt.er­
aule doom pronounced by our own or other people. 'I'he 
harvest is ready to the hand of et'el'Y one who is prepared to 
give his honest labour for the day, to earn his rest for the night, 
in life and after lite. 

The Hon'bla Mr. J Ilstice Ranade, in bl'ingingthe proceeding~ 
of the Conference to a close, said :-LAlJIES AND Gn!TLEM~;N,-1 

am gla.d that all these expressions of thanks have been given 
by the Secret.ary of the Conference Committee. 1 n(}w beg to 
Pl'opose that the General Secretary and the Joint Secl'etarieR be 
~.appointed for tbe Dext year a.nd that the next year's Con­
ference be held in some plRce in the North-West Provinces, 
most likely at Lucknow. The General Secretary bas written 
to me that on account of his advanced age and delica.te halth 
he has been unable to be present at this Conference, but he has 
!lent his bleRsings and words of advice which I believe will /link 
deep into the bearts of those present. Hit saY8, "The work 
that is being done is holy work. We do lIot seek to a.dvance 
our temporal interest, we seek to promote our spiritual welfare " 
If we look at the programme that we have gone throngh, 80me 

of us may be inclined to aSk what, after all, haa been done. 
But suppose in place of the several resoll1tiObS that have been 
moved, seconded a.nd supported dnring this day, 'We put in their 
negAtives, suppose iu&tea.d of saying on this day. ttle first" day 
of lohe new year, "I sha.ll take for myself a ?Ow that, as far 811 

Nelli in my power, I 8h&1I undertake the ed.cation of mJ ~alB 
rek.ti:ona," we say" I shall not llndert..ke t~ ednea.~ of 'Illy 
female relatiotHI,'" shaH we b. the better or thd ~.Ior .our 
resollltion? Suppose inrstead of Raying '1 t .ban tak." voW 
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not of temperance which is witl.out much meaning for most-of 
UR, but of total abstinence,:' you put it the othor Wl1oy, and lIay 
"it shall be our pleasure and convaoience oot to ob$erve these 
restraints which ollr forefathers had placed upou us" ; will o Ill' 
re'!oltltion be to our advant.age or 10sA, spiritually 01' morally? 
Suppose instead of Raying, .. I shltIl, a'l fal' as possihle, protract 
and prolong the period of celibacy amongst men alld women," 
W9 wero to say, that "as far It'! possible, that perIod shall be 
Itho1'!pned ", 1;11a11 our country be the better fOI Our efforts 01' 

tha worse ~ Suppo~e we 11sk o 11I'S 01 ves what plan of life we 
are to follow; shall WA not be just RlId met'ciful to those who 
need justice and merc) at 0111' hlLnds? :;;hall we not be more 
considerate to those w hl)m we have hitherto treated 11.$ if their 
vot'y touch was pollution, nnd help t.llem in rising hil{hel', or 
shall we RlI.y to them, " Vo Hot stand neal' and cast your Khaaow 
on 118" ; Will the inner man in each one of us grow stronger, 
hl'aver and more (:harit.able and humane, by reason of our 
re~olve in one way and not in the other? The issue is thus, 
a. choice between life and dooth, we live or Wtl diEl accOl·d· 
109 as we make the choice. We all desire to It ve, and yet mOI>L 
of \lS, by our course of conduct show as it we welcomed death. 
Whether reformer or non-reformer, let each one in the seclusion 
of his home, when lIe retires into his own hearth, ask himself 
the following question :-Does he feel t,he desire that he siJOuld 
grow in purity, temperance, justice and mercy, aud that these 
virt.ues be more and more iDeorporat~d into tho praotical life be 
leads from day to day P I believe every ono of us, whatever be 
his particular yiews as to diil'el'etJ.t points and methods we have 
discussed, l'ealisee the importance of the main issue. 'l'hat issue 
is not tbis ot' tbt.t particular refol'm about which people have 
so much controv~y, bllt. the general spirit of purity, justice, 
equaJit.y, temperance, a. .. d mercy, which should be infWled into 
OUr minds and w hicb ah~l1ld ilhuninate our hearts. Is it to be 
the apirit of jaatiee, charity, mercy, toleration and apprecu..tton 
01 alit or is it t.o be _~h1liveness, hanghtiness, pride, cru.elty 
and ~ iJl aU ld.? The choice lie~ with us a.nd wo !;nay 
choose wl!Whevet we prefet', It is not on this I,latform only 
but ",.berner we go, and wbatever we do, these tWI) paths ate 
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constantly coming at:ross our vision. Oue of them asks n~ i{J 

go one way, 'the other the othel' way. ~~Ve have to make the 
choice, Rnd al'l we make the choice, we succeed 01' fail in oor 
lives. 'Of courRe, the failing in life may not seem to many, to 
hell. \"ery fotel'iol1!1 a1tair when they do not come to any positive 
tronhle. Bitt whether we are great in 1 icnes and possession, alld 

wheLhpr we are great in the estimat:on of the world, the only 
thi/lg' t,hat i~ really 0111 s is how flu' dUI ing' the f>llort time that hnq 
been allowed to 118 all, we succeprl here in making oOl'selve9 
bettcr fitt,cd fat' the exi~tenee that i'l to ('orne, If we can gnagp 
ollt- advance fl'um dlty to day and from yoar to year, by tim 
stanriard, then I helieve we sl.all fiud the true reward of 0111' 

work. We are spending nnnet'cssory broath in t,lIinking that 
tbe strife lies between the l'lIe and the other p'trty ill nlese 
ma.ttcr~. There is really no strife antl there are no pltrtie'l nut­
side'UR. 1£ those, who do not agree with t.ho methods that ale 
pursued hel'o,'think they can attltin the same objects by other 
methods, then they should adopt thuse other means. Somebody 
here said we are in It minol ity, bnt when we embrace the wholp 
world ill Olll' vision, the minol'ity iR turned the bther way. If Wtl 

mt!.y not nt present be in a position to Il.'lsert the strtlngth of 
the majQrity which iel represented hy the sentiment and ihe 
sense of the world, still you may depend np'ln it that wherever 
you go, thil< sense and these sentiments must ca.rry the day in 
tbe end. ] t is on such considerations t,bat we must rely for out' 
ttltimate SllCCOr,S. Ma.jority Bnd minority I keep a.bsolutely 
ant, of sight. I pnt the qnestion to myself, .. Do I feel ally 
YC'ltrning, Bny l'agl'e(, any compunction, that theJ;e if! anything 
wanting, ar,ytlling wrbng, anything cruel in me, and do I tl'Y 
to abst,ain from doing anything that I ollg}Jt to, And feel inclined 
to do things which I ought not to do?" If I ieel this sort of com­
punction, this sort of struggle, if I feet nob'ltl impulsea, if 1 feet 
at tbe sa.me time that t,hslIe noble impulses bave t>een weakened 
by nabure, the work before 'IDil of reform is cle/\l'. Rernem bel', the 
work of tois Conference and of gatherings like thUt is ren.Hy 
hltis work-to ma.ke men feel tbat they ha.ve duties I\tld l'tlS· 

pool!libilitics for which Idone, life and health a.re ¢vet'I bo thew 
that is the sort of phitosophy whiclt comes upon nit{ at t;IU()' 



hft} MR. .TUWFIGE RANADIIJ'S RPEE()HE'8. III 

a,nd whieh I believe comes upon every on~ of U'l when we look 
~ef'iolll!ly Itt th(>se thir)g's. If IIny of 11S feel in our heRI'ts that 
we have to make ame/lds for the pa;,t. I beliel'e that mali is 
the better for his attendance here, even though he may dis­
approve of any particular items of our progl1l.mme. 

\Ve have ('very reason to thank the Conference Committee 
for the glelLt tt'ouble tlH'y hJl.ve takon in pl'Oviliillg for all thoRe 
,mall matter.'! ",,111(-0 to strangers frum f)utside represent 110 

end of small inconvenience. ",Ve Lave every l'eIlS')lJ til be thanJ-­
fu t to the Secretaries of the Committee, to the Volunteers, to the 
Rec.eption Committee of the Congrcsil, to the lady visitorF, 

anel aoove all, to the President of the Conference Illld his 
lieutenant, the HOIt'ble Mr, Subba Rrto, who have done their 
work to.day wit h such effici,mcy Ilnd suoceSA. On bellaH of tIle 
Il\r~el' India which i8 not represented here, we have evclY r8nson 
to thank our Madras ft·jends for the hOHpitahle and enth usiaRtjc 
way in which thry have conducted the wor'k of this day. 
(Loud eheen.) 

The Thirteenth SocIal Conference-Lucknow-19()(). 

The Hon'ole MI'. .1 ustice Ranado deli vered his illaugulltl 
address on " India a Thousand Year's Ago." He said:-

Mit. PItEblDIi:NT, I ... ADIIl:., A~1I G~.NTL~;~IFN,--rrhis time Inst 
year, 1 hs,d occal>iotl, at the inaugul'ation of tile Conference 
held at Madras, to speak on the subject of " Southern India a 
Hundt,Etd Years AgQ." To-day I find myself far {tway in the 
~ortb, surrounded on all sides by the tzoaditioJlR of a civilisa· 
ti(lU older than the oldest known to histor·y. the land of the 
AI'yan 11lCe settled in 1r dia, tracing its debcent from tt.tl ;;elf­
horn SWflyambllu Manu, where the 80111.1' dYIiRsty flouri8hed fOl' 

thousa.nds of years. the hnd of tbe lks\i\\akus, of Dilip and 
Raghu, of Dasharatba and the incarnate hero Rama, with ,hit; 
illQ.8i1'ious brothers and the still mOl'e honoured wife Sita, the 
land where Vasbistha8.lId Visbvllmitl'8. lived anq flourished, the 
home of all that is beal1tiful and true, and lovely a.nd gotllike ill 
A'-Ian history. 1'his fav$ured land of ,VORl'S gave birt,b a.l.so 
in 1_ tilQe' to Silk by .. !doni Buddha. whQ ha!3 been well dte-
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cribed as the perfection of humanity in it~ highest and noblest 
development, and whose "wheel of law" stlil regulates t,hc 
thoughts aud feelin~R of half the hnman race in its efforts to 
al.tain beatitude. The South and the North thus contrasted 
together suggest recollections that are so overpowering, that I 
am tempted on thi.~ occasion whbn we meet to inaugurate the 
work of the Confel'enee at Lucknow, to dwell for a feIY moment.s 
on this !lUbject, and I beflpeak your thoughtful attention to the 
)£'Rson8 it suggests, Far ill the South, which ii:! now the strClng. 
hold of lll'ahminical ideas uninfluencrd by out.side contact, the 
Aryan civilisation no doubt, made its way. hut it continued to 
be an exotic civilisat,ion confined to a amal) minority of Aryan 
settlers, so few in numbel's that they were overwhelmed by thl' 
influences of the earlier Dravidian dominion, It never made 
its home in t,hose remote regionR, and the common people coo­
tinued their adhesion to their old worship and to their old 
faiths under new nllmes. Whet the efi'e0ts of this subordina· 
tion were, wall depicted in my IIddrcss at Madras in lobe words 
of a foreign missionary wliO livtld and worked a. hundrrd yeal'l! 
IIg'O, and WllO bnd exceptional opportunities of studying these 
effects. I propose IhlR Hme to draw your attention to the tum 
which the Aryan civilisation haR taken under the influences 
represented by the conquest of this part of the country by th3 
Mahomedam., nendy a t housRnd yaM'S back. The one tVCLOl' 

which sepamtf's Northern India il'om it.s Southern neighbours, 
is the predominant influen('e of this conqueFlt oy the Ma.hoIRe· 
dans wI! ieh h as left its mark perma.nently upon the country. 
by the acto ... ( conversion to the Ma.homedan faith of one~fifth 
of tho popula.tion, and hy the imperoeptible but permanent, 
moulding of the relit of tIle people in the v;:aY$ of thought and 
belief, the like of which is hard to find on the Mala.bar or 
.ooromandel Coast8. I propose to draw my .. "aerials from the 
Mahonledan philosophers and travellers, who visited India, both 
before and after the llabomedao cotlqoellt had ohanged ,he 
fBce of tbe coq,ntry, Owing to the ab$mce of the hisrori() 
in.tinot among our peopl~, we have nec_~J, to dOpeDd upon 
t.h., teatimony of fot'eign historians. 'Xh~~.li~,.iIl hqwever 
lltl~xceptiollrU>l~, 'becallse it was f~ tlte m>\)llt pM't.liv":~Ql!t 
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tIle )Iahomedan domination had effected tbe sE'parat.ion which 
distinguishes the Old India of the past from the Modern India 
in which we are now living. This domination also st:'parates 
the line which marks off Southern r ndia, of wbich I spoke last 
YE'al', from the North, in ono of the most representative centrE's 
of which we are met here to-d"y At the outset, we must have 
a correct understanding of what Northern India was before 
Mahamad of Gazni made bis numerous expeditions for the 
rlnnd"'r of its far-famed eitie!; and temples, at the commence­
ment of the tenth century. "F'ortunu.tely for us, we have a wit­
lleS., to thi~ period of our hiRtory in the writlllgs of Alberuni, 
whose work on India was WI ittcn AiJortly after the time that 
Mahamad cro'lsed the Indu'l I1S 11. conqlhwor of infidelR. That 
work hal'! been h'llnRlated by 1)1'. Sachnll, a professor in the 
Brr'Jin UniverRity, and in its English form, if! now a('ces>lible to 
"" >In. Alberuni waR a nat.ive of Khorasan, his hirth-place 
being near Khiva. Mahamad of Gazni conqu~red Kborasan, 
RlId Alberllni had thnR to shift to Gazni which was then the stoat 
of a fiollii'ishing empire, the rulers of whieh were great paJrons of 
Mahomedan learning. Albernni was in speoial favonr with 
Mlu!!l.ud the Ron of Mal1amad, and he WitS thus enabled to tlavel 
throughout India, wlwre he Spl'ut many yellr~, h;~ving mastered 
the Ranlikrit language. He was 1\ philosopher by profession 
and temper, and had a special liking for IudiaJJ philosophy, 
which he studied with the same care and attentiotl that he 
bestowed on PInto and Aristotle. His wOl'k on India consists 
of 80 chapters, relating to RelIgion, Philosophy, Caste. Idola­
try, Oivil Polity, Literature, SClclICe, Mathematics, Medicine. 
Geography. Astronomy, Cosmogony, Alchemy, and Astrology. 
He t.OOK grea.t 'flaim! to' give Ii. fun description of .. 11 that W~ 
kllOwn t.o the HmrJ'lls nuder these Revet'sl headll, and being Df!.­

toraHy not a bigoted Mahomedan, hiA book showlI that he Wl'Ote 

hill wbole wOt'k with R. single desire to promote the cause of true 
lelft'ning. While Atberllni shoW's a great regard for the Hindu 
Philoabphy, Astronomy, and Medicine, be Wafl not Alow in fiodiug 
ont tbe 1VeaIif poiDta of the In:dian character. In his cbapters 
011 ci\Me alld lidola.t.ry. in t.he condemnatioh be pronounCes On 
th~ • .t.trt, of ~I .. ptitl1Oes of onr peopJe, aDd in their 

15 



114 TNDLiN 80(1[A[' REFORM. [PART 

devotion to superstitiouR observance~, Alberuni did not spare 
his censures. Ho contl'nsted t,he demc'Cl'htic equality of the 
Mnhomedan people with the innumerable divisions of the Indian 
l'fI,ces. He notices the helpless position of the women of India, 
and the filthy customs and the llabitR of the people in those 
da.ys. He gives praise to the few educated Rr'llhmins whom he 
sepl\rates from the superst,itious multitudes, whose fallen con. 
dition he deplores, I~ven among the Brahmin!', he notices the 
\'erbosity of their writing>. Il,nd the words-I;;plittmg which passE'd 
for wisdom. He llotiee3 the greedinef'A and tyranny of the 
Hindu princes who would not agree to join their efforts together 
for any ('ommon purpose, atHl the timidity and the submissiv('­
ness of the people who, ill his expressive language, were' Acnttel'· 
ed like atoms of dust in all directions' before the in"l'ading 
Moslems. The prevailing feeling among the ManomedllllR of 

the tima was that the Hindus were infidels and entaled t.o 110 

mercy or consideration, Rnd the only choice to he alJowpd 
to them was that of dea.th O!' conversion. Alberuni did not 
share iu these view~, but these werEl the views of his master 
Mah'amad of Gllzni anG of the hordes who were led by him on 
t.hese expedit.ions. Another traveller, Ibn Bainta, a. native of 
TanjierA in North Afl'ica, visited this eountl'Y about a hundred 
years after Kutnbudin established the Afghan kingdvm 111 

Delhi. Like 111m he waA taken into favour by the tben Delhi 
)~mperor, Mahomad Taghlak, under whom be acted for 90me 

lime SH;j Judge of Delhi. Ibn Batut.a travelled more extensively 
than Alberuni. He travelled from the extreme west, of Afrlr:l 
t,o the ext,reme Nu,t of Ohill!\, and went ronTld the coa.st from 
Malabll.r to Commande\. H f was however not a philosophf'l' DOl 

It scholar, Bis Journal of 'l'rltVels is int:t>resiing, but he did not 
obsAI've t,he manneI'R and cnstomR of t,he people with the Rame 

nlastery of details that Albernni'R work shows on every page, 
The only points which struck Ibn flatu/a. in the (lotIl"Ae of his 
t,ra.vets tht'ough India. were the t'il;& of Sa.ti of which be was It 

'WitneBII, lLlid the practice of drowning men in the GMges.lxJth of 
which struck him as inhuman t& a degree be could bot accollnt 
for .. He also notices the self"'fBort4fi08tion of tq8 j~ees a.nd 
·t,belr jng'gleries, in describing which la.$t, he mentions tl:ttt-fact 
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that in tho presence of the Emperor ho liaw 8, jogee I'nise his 
body, up ill the air, and keep it there fOl' some tlllle. AnotIwl' 
traveller Abdul' l{a?zHk visited India about 14.)0 A.D. His 
travels lay chiefly ill the southern pelllnliula, Calicut, Viv.ia­
nagar and Manga!ol'e. Tile narratives of two other havellel'!', 
olle a. Russian and the other It VenitlRll, who bot.h visited Indi!t 
IU the fifteentL century, 1l1'E' publishE'd hy the Hakluyt Society 
which afford most iuterestiug' reading. The general impiessiull 
left 011 the minds of these truvellels was 3 rp.spect for the 
Brahmins fOl' theil' philosophy and aLtainmeuts III IIbtrolugy, 
bllt lor the commun people, t,he vast multitudes uf mOll I~tld 

women, theil' sem,e was one of disguf>t, alid disappoiutment. Abdul' 
I{a?zak expressed this feeling ill his own words in a reply to the 
invitat,ion of the King of Viziallllgar. He !laid t(} the king, 
.\ If I have once escaped from the desert of tIty love, and reach· 
ad Illy country, I shall not set ouj, on another voyage eveIl in 
the company of a king." In Southern India, these travellers 
found that both men ana womell, bpsides being black, Wel'e 
almost nude, I'I-nd divided into innumerable cUoste" R,nd sects, 
which worshipped their own idolH. This ab.lse of idolatry 1.tud • caste struck every traveller as the peculiar charactel'istic of the 
corm try, and gave thelll offence, The practiee of self-immolation 
(}r Sati, and of human sacrifices to idols by being crushed OVllt· 

by the temple car are also mentioned. Finally, we have the 
testimony of the Emperol' Babar who in Ilis memoirs thus 
describes this country :-" Hiudusthall is a country which 
bas few things to recommend. Tue people 31'0 not handsome. 
They have DO idea of the charm<; of friendly society 01' of freel,v 
mixing together ill familial.' int~col1rpe. They have no geuius, 
no comprehension Q~ mind, DO politeness of mannerp, 110 kind. 
ness or fellow_feeling, DO ingenuity or mechanica.l invention 
in planning and eltecu\.ing their handicrllft wOl'k, no I!kill 
or kno.wledge in desig:n tlr architecture. They have no good 
UQraeS,11o gOQd f\e!\h, no good grape!:! 01' musk. melons, 110 good 
fl'llits,.flO cold wa.ter 01' ioe, Du goud food 0[' bread in their 
hazaar'll.,nobathf!l, no colleges, no ca.ndlel'l, uot aveu a candl .. ·stick. 
Tlre-y ba.vl:I 110 a.quedtrollS Ql' .}(umLi, 110 ~ardell~, aud no }lIt.IaCl'tI j 

illih~i4' buiJdil:\gs theY'stwly neithet' elegauce DUI' climate, .nor 
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appearauce nor regularity. Their peasants and lower classes 
all go about naked tying on only a langoti. The women too 
have only a lang." The only good points which Rabar could 
find ill favour of Hilldusthau were that, 1t i!.l a large COUllLl'y, IIlla 
has abundance ot gold and silver, and there i<; also an abundar.cl1 
of workmen of every protl1ssioll nntI trlHie for allY work aud 
employment, 

~nch \'V1I8 the picture presellted to the l\iahomedans when 
they entered India through the passe~ in I'luccessive hordes for 
three or foul' centuries. A grant portion of the disgust and 
disappointment felt by tht'!.Ie Mahomedall Invadl'rs may be Het 
down to ignorance and the pride of race. At the same time, 
it is always of advantage to kn')w exactly how India appeal'ed 
in ita strong nnd weak points to intelligent foreigners, 8u(Jh a~ 
those we have mentioned above. 'l'he question for consideration 
to us at the present moment is, whether in cousequence ot the 
predominance of the Mahomedans for five eentunes which 
intervened from the invasions of Mahamad to the ast'endancy 
of Akbat', the }leople of I ndia were benefitted by the coutact 
thus fordbly brought tQgether between the two races. Til ere 
a.re those among us who think that this predominance has leu 
t,o the decay and corruption of the Indian character, and that 
the whole story of the M.ahomedall ascendancy should for all 
practical purposes, be regardt>d as a period of hnmiliMion 
and sorrow. Such a view however appears to be unsupported 
by any correct appreciation of the forces whi\lh work for t)lB 

elevation or deprel'sion of nations. 1 t ca.n not be easily Rssumed 
that in God's Proviuence, such vast multitudes 6S those who 
inhabit India were placed centuries together under inftl1enCJ(!S 
and restraints of alien dOMina.tion, nnless such influences and 
restraints were calculated to do luting service in the blli1ding 
up of the strength and character of the people in directions in 
which the Indian races were most deficient. Of one thing 
we a.re certain, tha.t a.fter lasting over five handred Y8fUl8, the 
Ma.homedan Empire gave way, and made room for the re.estab 
lisnment of t,ne old !latH'8 laceS in Punja.b, and throughout Cen­
tral Hindustha.o and SOlll bel'n India., on·lounda.tioU8 of a much 
more solid character tha.u those whiob YIelded 1IP'fi&t'1 ~ 
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the &SSRUUS of the eady Mahomedan COtlquerorN. The domina­
tion therefore had not the effect of bO depressing the Tl80ple 
that tl1ey wero unable to raise theil' lu'ndt; agai'l ill gt'eater 
~o)idarity. If the Indian la!'eioj had uot benetitte(l by tha 
contact and example of meu "ith fotl'Uuger' mnscles I~ud gr'eatel' 
POWtltS, they would have Utl\'C!· beeu able to leaSfi>erL them­
selves in the way in wllich history heltrs testimony thay did. 

Quite independently of tillS evidenoe of tIle hl'olvi ohallge 
that wok place in the ear'ly part, of the eighteenth oentury 
\\hf)ll the Mognl empire went. to piece!', and ils plllce was 
ta.ken up 110t by foreillll settlers, bllt by revived native powers, 
we have more convincing gronnds to Hhow that in a hundred 
ways the India of the 18th century, so far as the native races 
wele concerned, was a stronger and better constituted Indio. thllll 
met the eyes of the foreign travellers from Asia and :Europe 
who visited it between the periud of the first five centuries from 
1000 to 1500. In Akbar's time this proces8 of regenerate IndIa 
first assumed a decided character wllich cOllld not be well mis­
taken. No sj,udent of Akbar's reign will fail to notice that for 
the first time the conception wall t,hen .realized of !\ united 
India ill which Hindus and Mahomt'daus, sDch of them as 
had become pel'lllanently e&tablislle<l 111 the country, were to 
take pat t in the building of all edifice rooted iu the hear·ts of 
both hy common mterests and com mOl! ambitious. III 
place of the soorn and oontempt with which the Mllhomedau 
invaders had regarded the religion of the HmduB, their 
forml! of worship, their mannel's and cDstoms, and the 
Hindus looked down upou them I1s barbarous Mlenchas, whose 
tol.tCh WIIoS pollution, a. better appt'eoiaiiion of the good points in 
the character of hoth came to be recognized a.s the basis of the 
union. Akbar w~ the first to see a.nd realize the tl ue nObility 
of aoul a.nd the devotion and fidelity of the Hindu character, 
a.nd satisfied himself tba.t 110 union was possible 8S long 8S the 
uld bigotry alld fana.ticisltt was allowed to guide the councils 
of the Empire. He tioon gatlJered about him the best men of 
I.iq til1le~ men like ~1air;i, Abt<l Fazel Bud theil' Irather lIubant.k, 
the ht.ioliallll Mirza. Abd~l Rahim, ~izlln1uddin Ahmed, 
aa~i .... otobers. The8e were set to work upon the trans .. 
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lation of the H iodu epics and ShaRtras nnd books of scien~\:I 

alld phtlosopllY. The plide of the Rajput .·aces was conciliatt:d 
by taking in n.art iagt' th'.} princeMe8 of Jaipur aud Judhpur" 
and by conferring eqsal or bupel'iur commands on those princes 
'l'hese laUcl' had been hitherto treated liS enemies. They wele 
now welcomed as the {It'ops of the EOIpi1:'e, aJ](i Maharaja Hhag-. 
vllnda~, his great nephew Mansingh for KOllle time Governor ot 

Bengal and Kabul, Raj!~ 1'odsrUlaI and til':! HI ahmin ('ompalllUu 
of the }<~IY\pel'or Rlij.t Bil'bal, these wel'c welcomed to <)onri, alld 
truRted in tIle full consciousnebs that thoil' intere,ts Wbre the 
same as tIloRo of the MUS'll mOll noblemen. The J<lmper'or him· 
f<elf Iluided by buch counsel of his Hindu Illld Mahomedall 
nobles, became the real foundH of Lhe union hetween the L\\u 

raoes, alld this policy fOI' 1\ hundrt::d yl'ars guided and swayed the 
councils of the empi,·e. A fusion of the two races was sought to 

be made firmer still by the establishment of-a religion of th~ 
Din-i-ilo,hi in which the best points both of the Mahomedau, 

Hindu, and other' faiths were sought to be illcorporat,ed. In­
vidious taxlltion and priviltgos were done away with, and 
toleration for all faiths became tho universal law of the Nmpil'e 
'ro conciliate his subjects, Akbar abjured the use of flesh excppt 
on tour special occasions HI the year, and he joined ill tlr,! 

religious rites observed by his Hindu Queens. In regard to 
the PQrtic~lal' customs oE the people relating to points where 
natural humanity was shocked in a way to make union imposs1' 
ble, Akbar strove by wise encoul'agement, and stern contrul 
where ne('essar'Y, to help the growth of better ideas. Sat,i M·8.8 

virtually abolishefl hy being plaoed under restl'aints WIlIa11 

nobody oould find fault with. Re·marriage was encoul'8{led, 
and marriage before puberty was prohibited. In tbillie and a 
hundred other ways, the fUiion of the races a.nd of their IJlany 
faitbs was sought to be a{)oomplisbed with a success which 
wall justified by tile results for a hundred years. This process 
of removing all causes of friction and establishing accord went 
on without interl'uptioll during tlJe J'eigns of Akbar, JJI,hs.ngJf 
a.nd Shaha.ja.ban. Shahojallan's eldeHt son DarB. Sheko wa.' 
bimself an l\uthOf of tit) milan 1'9pIlLe. He translated /,ha 
I(J p&niflllllodll, a.nd wrote a WOl'k in wlweh be sought to 1f!tIIOuoi1e 
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the Brahmin religion with the Mahomedan faith. He died in 
1659. This period of a hundt'ed years may he regarded as tlKl 
halcyon period of Indian hisLory when the Hllldu nnd Maho­
medan rll.Ces acted in full a.ccord. I f in place of AUI'angzeh, 
Dara Sheko hlld succeeded to po wei' as the eld~r.1; Ron of Shaha. 
jahan, the iufluences set on toot by the goniu., of Akbat' would 
hRve gathored st.l'ength, and po~slLly Il.vol'ted the collapse of 
the :'Ilogu! power for another centtll'y 'rhii Wllh however not to 
he so, and with AUl'll.ng~eb·R ascent to the tliront', It plJfl,nge of 
syHtem commPIlCt'd which gathel'ed forcp dtll'ing II,e long time 
that this }jlllpel'ol' reigned. Even AllI'llllgzeb hlld however to 

fullow the tr'Hllition'l of hi'! thrf'e predecessols. He could not 
,lispense with Jaising <>1' Jaswant.sing who were hi'! plincipal 
milttary commanders. In the J'eigll of hi .. son, whole provill­
res nndel' him were governed by Rajput, KaYIIRthn Rnd other 
GovernorR. 'fhe revival cf fanatIc bigotr'y was kept in oheck 
hy the presence of these great Rajput chiefs, one of whom on 
the reimposition of the zezia addressed to the l~mpel'Or a proteM 
couched in unmistakable terms that the God of ls111 m was 0.1110 
the God of the Hindus, and the subjects of both raC'es meriLed 
equnl treatment. Aurangzeb unfortunately did not listen to 
this advice. and the result was that the empire bailt by Akbar 
went to pieceR even when Aurangazeh was alive. No one was 
more aware of bis failure than Aurangazeb himself, who in lds 
laRt moments admitted that llis whole life was 1\ mistake. 
rrhe Mara.tha.!I. in the South, the Sikhs in the North, and the 
Rajput stateR helped in the dismemberment of the empire in 
the reignR of bis immediate fluccessor'l with the r!'sult thAt 
lll'Rl'Jy the whole of Indilt was restored to ibl nati\'e Hindn 
"Overeigns exceIJt Bengal, Olldh. 8tH1 the Deccan Hyde"abad, 
It. will be Aeen from r,hill that so far from suffering frorn decay 
and corrnptioL, tihe flatife races gathered strength by l'eASOn of 
the Mn.bomedan role when it was directed by the wise connsel 
of tbose Ma.ho>medan and Hindu statesmen who sought the 
weal of tile collntry by • policy of toleration and equality. 
Sinoe the time of .Ashob, the element of strength born of 
union 'Wu wanting iu the bId Hindu dynasties who sliIcC\lm'bed 
lIO'eMiI, -to tbe )labomed.n iuvaQers. 
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Besides this source of f:.trength, there cclI.u be no doubt tbat 
in IL hundred other ways the Mahometian domination helped to 
refine the tastes and manners of the Hindu~. The art of 
Government was beUer understood by the Mahomedans than 
by the old Hmdu sovereigns. The art of war alB\> WIlS singu. 
larly defective till the J.fah{)medan'! came. Tht>y hrought in 
the use of gunpowdel' and artillery. In the words of Bahor, 
they" taught ingenuity Ilnd mec}lanical invention in a numbrr 
of handicraft. art~," the very nomenclature of which being made 
up of non-Hindu words, shows their foreign origin. They 
introduced candles, paper, glas!I, and bouse-bold furniture ana 
sa.ddlery. Tht'y improvect the knowledge of the people in 
music, fustrnmental and vocal, medicine and astronomy, and 
their exallIple WRS followt'd hy the Hindu'! in the pt'rversious of 
both thesE' sciences, IIRtrology, and alchemy. Geogrn.phy and 
history were tirflt made p()sslble departments of I.nowledge ano 
1iterature by their example. They made Toads, aqueduct!!, 
eana.ls, caravansaries, and the post office, and introduced the best 
ilpecimE'lls of architecture, and improved our gardening, a.nd 
made us acquainted with a tasle of new fl nits and flowerll. 'l'he 
revenue system as lIlaugul'ated by Todul'mal in Akbar"s time iF! 
the bllsis of the revenue system np to the present day. They 
carried on the entire commerce by sea with distant region!!, ano 
made India feel I hat It wa'l a portion of the inhabited WOJ hi 
with relations with all, and not ('ut off from all social intel'­
C01tr/·e. I II all tbese ,espects, the civilisation of the Utlited 
Hindu IIn1 Moslem powers repreflellted hy the Moguls a.1i D~liJi, 
was a distinct advance beyond what Wfl,S pO!~sible he fore the 
kent,h centnlJ of I.he Chrihtian en. 

"MOl'S lasting benefit'! ha\e howevpr 8,(wruOO hy t.his oontat't 
hI t.he higher 10lle it bas given to the religoioH and thought", of 
!lIe poop)!'. III this rCRpect, hoth t,he Mahomedau8 and Rindall 
benefitted hy contact with one another. As rel(ardl'l the MallO­
m:edaus. their Own historians admit that the Sufi h8l'e8y ga.th~red 
8*,re:»gth from contact with the Hindu teache.·s, aud made _ny 
Kahornedaus belie",. in tmnamigra.tiou a.nd in the final llUi<ro .f 
fhe 80111 witb the 8Up~ spirit. 11,8 M'ohQl'rusn f_ftl ao.d 
-.iflt 'Wo ... • ill are *~ ~~ evidtm~ cd tbe "INJ. is h~ 1/lIt' 
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lIabomedans were inflllcnced by Hindu ideas. We are more 
dil'ectly concerned with the way ill which this contact has 
affected the Hindu!!. The prevailing- tone of pantheism had 
established a toleration for polytheism among OUr most revered 
ancient teachers who rpsi.ed content with separating the few 
from the many, and established no bridge between f,hem. This 
separation of the old religion has prevented it!! higher precepts 
fr'om becoming the common posR~Rsion of whole race!!. Under 
the purely Hindu system, tIle intellect may admit, but tlle heart 
declines til allow a common plntform to all l)eople in the sight 
flf God. The Vaishnnva mOl'ement however haR succeeded in 
est,ablishing t,he bridge noted above, B.nd there can be no doubt, 
that in the bands of the followers of Ramananda, especially tb"e 
Kabirpantllis, Malikdasis, Dac1upanthis, the followers of Mira­
bll.i, of l;ord Gauranga on the Beugal side, and Baba Nanak in 
Pnnjab in tIle fifteenth and the sixteenth centurie!!, tbe 
fnllowerfl of Tukaranl, "'~kanath alld Namdev in the Decoan, 
BabalaliR, Pranltllath i~, SadhR, the Satnamis, the Shiv-II.­
Narayans and the followers of Mabant Rama Ohltoran of the 
last two centnries·-this elevation and the purification of the 
Hmdu mind was ao('omplished to an ext.ent which very few at 
the present moment realise in all its signifioance. The 
Brahmo and the Arya Samaj mo\'ements of tbill oentury are 
the continuatlODs of this ethical and spiritual gr'owth. Caste, 
idolatry, polytheism .. nd gross conceptioDs of purit,y antI poUn­
tion were the preoise points in which the Mahomedans and the 
HindllS WE're most opposed to one another, nnd all the sects 
named a.bove had this genllral nharacteristic that they were 
QPposed to these defects in the cbaracter of our people. Nanak's 
watch ward was that h~ was neither Hindu not· Mahomedan, 
hut that he Willi a worsbipper of the Nirakar or the formless. 
His first oompanion wall a Mahomedan, Rnd his teacher is said 
to have been also a Mahomedan. Lord Gnaranga had also 
Mahomedan disoiples. :J\4abomedan saints like Shaik Mahomed, 
Sbaik FlIoJid and Mahomed Kaz; wel'e respected hoth by Hilldos 
and Mabomedaus. The abuses of polytheism were ohecked by 
the devotion to one object of worehipwhioh in the C&II8 of ma.DY 
of these Va.iahnllva Sects ""1111 supreme God, t~e Paramatma, 

16 



122 INDIAN SOCIAL REFORM. [PART 

and the abases of caste wer~ controlled by conceding to all, 
Hindus and Mahomedans alike, the right to worship and love 
the one God who was the God of all. 

In the case of the Sikhs, the puritanic spirit eTen develop­
ed under persecution, into a coarse imitation of the Mahomedan 
fanaticism directed against the Mahomedans themselves; but 
in the case of the other sectaries, both old and new, the tolerant 
and the suffering spirit of Vaishnavism has preva.iled, breathing 
peaoe and good-WIll toward& all. 

Suoh are the chief features of the influences resnlting from 
the oontact of Mahomedans and Hindus in NOIthern India. 
They brought about a fusion of thoughts and ideas which bene· 
fitted bot,h communities, making' the Mahomedans less bigoted, 
Rnd the Hindus more puritanic and more single-minded in their 
devotion. There was nothing like this to be found in Southern 
India all described by Dubois where the Hindu sectarIan spirit 
intensified caste pride and idolatrous observances. Th'3 fusion 
would have been more oomplete but for the revival of fana.ticism 
for which Aurangzeb must be held chiefly responsible. Owing 
to this oircumstance, the work of fusion was left incomplete, 
aod in the eoorse of years, both the communities hav!' develop­
ed w8akr.es8es of a character which still Deed the dis('iplilling 
process to be continued for a longer time nnder other mastel's. 
Both Hindus and Mahomedans lack many of thosd virtues 
represented by the love of order and regulated authority. Both 
are wanting in the love of Municipal freedom, in the exercise 
of virtues necessary for Civic life) and in aptitudes for mecha­
nical skill, in the love of scienoe and research, in the love and 
daring and adventurou'l diflcov(lry, the resolution to master 
(Uftioulties, alld in chivalrous respect for womankind. Neither 
ihe old Hindu nor the old Mahomedan oivilisation was in A. 

condition to train these virtues in a way to bring up the 
races of India on a level with thoFle of Western Europe, and so 

the work of education ha.d to be renewed, and it has been bOW 

going on for the past century a.nd more under the pa~ brittIJnico. 
with results-which all of DS are witnesses to in ourselves. 

If the lessons of the past have any value, one thing i$ 'Illite 
clear, 'Vi~ , tba~ ill this vast oountry no t>rogten is 1J08Iibkl 
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unless both Hindus and Mabomedalls join hands together, and 
are determined to follow the lead of the men who flourished in 
Akbar's time and were his chief advisers and counoillors, 
a.nd sedulou!jly avoid the mistakes which were committed by 
his grea.t·grandson Anrallgzcb. Joint action from III seDse of 
common interest, and a common desire to bring about 
the fusion of the thoughts and feelingl'! of men so as to 
tolerate small differences and bring about concord-these were 
t"Pe chief aims kept ill view hy Akbar allcl formed the 
pl'inClple of the new Glvine fa1th formulated in the 
Din-j·illlhi. Every effort on the part of either Hindus 01' M",· 
llOmedans to regard their iuterests as separated and distinct, 
and every attempt made by the two communities to create 
separate school!! and interests n'llong themr,elves, and llot to 
heal up the wounds inflicted by mutual hatred of caste and 
creeO, must be deprecated ou all hands. It is to be feared that 
this Jesson has not. beeu suffirientJy kept in mind 1Iy the leaders 
of both communities in their struggle f01 oxiRtence and in the 
acquisition of power and predominance during recenL yeat's. 
There is at times a great danger of the wOl'k of Akbar being 
undone by losing sight of this great lesson which the history 
of his reign and that of his two successors is so well calculated 
to teach. The Conference which brings us together is especial­
ly intended for the propagation of this' din t or 'Dharma,' and 
it is in oonnection with that message chiefly that I have ven· 
tU'l'ed to speak to you to.day on this important subject, The 
IUS that we a.re suffering from are most oftbem, self-inflicted evils, 
the cure of wbich is to a large extent iu our own hands. Look­
ing at the series of measures which Akbar adopted in his time 
to cure these evils, one feels how correct was bis vision when 
he and his advis61lS put their ha.nd on those very defects in our 
national character wbich ne:ed to be remedied first before we 
venture on higher enterprises. Pursuit of high ideas, mutua.l 
sympathy and co-operatio!';, perfect tolerance, e. correct ullder­
@tlLuding of the di.llea.ses from which the boO,. politic is suffering, 
and an ~arnest desire to apply suita.bl~ remedies-this iii! the 
work cut out for the preseo.i generl!¥1on. The awakening' bas 
~enoed, all ia witnessed bl th.J~ct tha.t we are met in .thia 
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place from such distances for joint consulta.tion and action. 
All that is needed ill that we must put our hands to the plough 
and fn.ce the strife and the struggle. 'rhe success already 
achieved warrants the expect,ation thnt if we persevere on right 
lines, the goal we have in view may he attained. That goal is 
not any particulal' advantage to be gained in power and wealth. 
It is represented by the efforts to attain it, the expansion and 
the evolution of the heart aud the milld, which will make us 
t'tronger and braver, purer and truer men. This is at ll'ast the 
lesson I draw from our more recent history of the past thousand 
years, and if those centuries have rolled aWRY to no purpo~e 

over our heads, our cause is no doubt hopeless boyond cure. 
That is bowever not the faith ill me; and I feel sure it is not 
the faith that moves yuu in this great I'truggle Agaillst 
OUt' uwn weak selves, than which nothing is mOle fatal tu 
our individual and collective growth. Both Hilllius and 
Mahomedans have their work cnt out in tbis struggle. 
In the backwardness of female education, in the disposi­
tion to over-leap the bounds of their own religion, if' matters 
of temperance, in their internal dissensions between caRtes 
and creeds, in the indulgence of impure !1peech, thonght, 
and action vn occasiolls when they are disposed to enjoy them­
selves, in the abnses of many custom!! in regard to uneqnaJ and 
polygamous marriages, in the desire to be extravagant in their 
expenditure on such occasions, ill the neglect of regulated ~ha­
rity, in the decay of public spirit in insisting on the proper 
management of endowments,-in these 1l1ld otber matters both 
communities II.re equalilinners, and there is thue much ~round 
fot' improvement on common lines. Of course, the Hindus be· 
ing by far t.he majority of the population, have other difficulties 
of their own to combat with; and they are trying in their ga­
therings of separate castes and communities to remedy them 
each in their own way. But without co· operation and conjoint 
action of all communities, success is not possible, and it is on 
that account that the general Conference is held in different 
places each year to rouse loeal ;nterest, and help people in their 
8eparat.e efforts by a knowledge of what their friends similarly 
sitl1d.t.ed l!.l'e doing in other parts. This is the retMfOll Qf OIU' 
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meeting here, and I trust t.hat this message I have attempted to 
deliver to you on this occasion will saLisfy you that we canIlot 
conceive a nobler work than the one for Wllich we have met 
here to·day. 

The Bombay Social Conference-Satara-1900. 

As President of tho First Bombay Provincial Social COll­
ference held at Satara in 11ay 1900, the Hon'ble 1\1r. Justice 
Ran~de delivered t,he followiug inaugural address:-

GENTI,M!lIEN,-The idea of holding per-iodica! gat,hel'ings in 
each Prcl:!idoncy for the discussion of provincial mattt'rli of 
public interests is a legitimate offshoot of the great natioll!,l-I 
guthe/-ings whicl! havc IJOW be::ome an institution of the land. 
'1'Ili8 year t,hes'J gatherings II/tve been beld ill all the tIll ee 
Presidencie~, and it is obvious that this success indicateR a 
healthy gl'Owt,h of puhlic sentiment. In the Madras Presidency, 
the political gatherings ill that Provillce have alway>! beeu 
accompanied by the f1 iends of social refurm utilising the ocel}­
~iolJ, on the analogy of the great natiolJal gathering's or the 
Congress lind tIle Conference t.o meet together, for the discus­
sion of social subjects, and thOllgh hitJlerto in the- political 
Conferences held in this Presidency, it has not been found 
possible to follow this example, it is a matter of great satiefac­
tion to find that onr Sat.ara fdend>! have realised the necessity 
of supplementing the work of the political Conference by invito 
ing the fr-iends of social reform to come together and take stock 
of Our gains and losses in the social ~phel'e of our' actjvitie~. 

Owing to the circumstallces under which this work had to be 
undertaken at Satoltl'8., we have cad to content onrselves with 
a very brief progra.mm~, but it is to be hoped that the seed 
SOWn to-day will bear a rich fruit hereafter. 

ADVANTAOE OF sUCll GATHERINGS. 

1 know there are those amoug us who see no advantage 
in IJ()lding 10001 or national gatherings of this !:tort for th", 
cou..ideratioll of social topics. There are others who.) think; 
tbat; though such gatherings ulay have their uses, they should 
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not be joined together in place and time with the political 
mef.'ting, as they only serve to detract the attention of the 
workers, and lead to no practical results. It may be of use to 
attempt a brief reply to both these objections. 

As regards the first difficnlty, it; seems to me to arise 
from a confusion of ideas, which is very prejudicial to the 
right appreciation of our duties, both in the political and 
social 8pherc. The underlying aSi>umption is that in politics, 
our duties cOllsist chiefly in stating our wants and g',·ievanoes 
to strangers who have bee!1 placed by Providence in command 
over liS, and who are ill.informed about our real condit.ion. 
Politics in thiB scnse means !oirllply formuI~ting claims for gifts 
or fa.vours w}lieh require no othel' action OIl our part; while 

I in the social sphere, our duties lie more f>xclusively with 
I the regulation of our own actions, in' which outside help is not 

needed for guidance or control. As I understand it, this 
distinction between the two Ilpberes of our activities il! based 
on a radical mistake. The integrity of any human being cannot 
he broken up int.o separate spheres of aotivities of the sort 
contemplated by those who raise this objection, For the sake 
of conveniencf.', you may say that the rose has its beauty 
and its "fragrance, but you can no more separate th\; fragrance 
from the beauty, and any attempt to do it, can only end 
in the destruction of both. What is tl'ue of the individual, 
is true of the collections of individuals, whom we may call 
by any name, tribe, class, or community. ,{,hese communities 
are organisations, and yon can no more separate the activities, 
exoept provisional1~r, and for the time. EVElry little village 
ill our land. however poor it may be, has its t,emple and its 
., chowdi," its resting place, and watering place, and every 
town or city must have its townsbip or civic life made up of in· 
terests which are not wholly political, not exclusively sooial, or 
religious, or commeroial. The SPOpR a.nd the baza&l'S, the tem­
ples and the theat.res, the scbools and the hospitals, the courts 
and the barracks, the yOlIng and tbe old, the meD and the warneD, 
the poor and the rich -it is this variety and concollrse which 
constitute the interest; of village, town and city lif •• So~. ma.y 
tille, others obey j sotne may advise, otMl'iI follows i but ilJ« 'aW 
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tinction is only provincial, and not ill the nature of things. 
You oonnot even build a bouse of your own where you do not 
keep a pla.ce for strangers, or the way.farer. You have to pro. 
vide for the God's place of worship, a place wllere tbe thirsty, 
hungry and the sick have to be cared, and tllere is no man FO 

poor and so selfish that he dOOR not "hare in all tbese varied in. 
terests and recognise their claims. Each concern has t,o be 
attended to in its own time, and in its own way, but it is the 
whole collection which makes it a human interest. What is 
trll':! in onr private concern is equally trne of onr public I if .... 
Politics is not merely petitioning and memoralising fOI' gifts and 
favours. Gifts and favours are of no value unless we have deserv. 
ed the concessions by 0111' own elevation and our own stru?gles. 
"You sha111ive by the sweat of your brow" is not the curse 
pronounced on man, but the very conditions, his existence and 
growth. Whether in the political, or social or religioUB, or 
commerical, or manufacturing or IBsthetical spheres, in litera· 
ture, in science, iu art, in war, in peace, it is t.he individual and 
collective man who has to develope his powers by his own 
f'xertions in conquering tbe difficulties in his way. If he is 
down for t,he time. he has to get up with the whole of his 
strength pbysical, moral and intellectual, and you may as well 
suppose tbAt he can develope ont! of those elements of strength 
aDd negleot the others, or try to separate the light from the 
heat of the sun or the beauty and fragranoe from the rose. 
You cannot have a good socia,lsystem when you find yourself 
low in the scale of political rights, nor ean you be fit to exer· 
cise political rights and privilegell unless your social system is 
hn.lled on reason and justice. Yon cannot have a goood ceon"omi· 
ca.l system when your !'IOciAl arrangements are imperfect. If 
your religious ideAllI are low and grovelling, you cannot succeed 
in lIOCia,l, economical or political spheres. This inter.depend. 
ance is not an acoident" but is the law oC our nature. Like 
the members~~-YOU-OiDnotliii"ve· strength in the 
bands and the feet if your internal organs are in disorder; 
what applies to the human body holds good of the oollective 
hUlJlalliliy. we call the society. or state. It is a mistaken 'View 
whidh divoroea oollaideratioas, politioal from ilooial ~d econo. 
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mical, and no man can be said to realise his duty in one aspect 
who neglects his dllties in the other directions. 

THE FAMINE CRISIS. 

As ItO example, the present crisis of the famine may well 
be considered. If our social aITangements were as perfect 
all they might be made, half the tt'rrors of famiue would 
unish, and tlte political }H'oblem would be much simpli. 
fied. There ill no question which is pllrely political any 
more than social, or ecoDolnical, or even reJigiolls and they ma.ke 
It luta.! mistake who 8Upp0'1e that these are separate depart­
meuts in our composite nature. The same forethought, the 
same resolution, the same historioal spirit, the same compara­
tive scrutiny and the RRme strenuous endeavours are needed, in 
all the spheres of ollr notivity and, therefore, it will not do for 
us 00 say that in politics, our duties Itre clear, but not so in 
other spheres. The whole man has to be developed and perfect­
ed for his own advantRgt' aud the glory of God, and It is only 
a conception like this which ca.n Rtrengthen our effortl!, and 
crown them with real success. It is on this acconnt that when 
we take stock of our wants, our mind must be open on all sides, 
the eyes must see and the ears hear, the hands move, and the 
feet support. This can only be dOlle by our devoting attention 
to all claims. Owing to ollr difficulties of every day life of toil 
and sorrow, we cannot always find time for all things. When 
we therefore meet for one purpose, 01 taking thought of DOr 

political condition, that is just the time when we have the 
!lpirit. of un8elfi~b devotion stirred up in us to approMb OUl' in· 
ternal maR in its most tender mOIl\ents. and there itl an obvious 
convenience in seeking to 11tilise the advantages of ti1u8, plaCf", 
(lompany, a.nd the enthusiASm which spl-jngs from MlRooia.tion 
with eqaall" and YOIl will thus see why the Congress and Oon­
ference gatheringa have been joined together. If I ha.d tlle 
Hoiee, we should long since have added other sph$t'eS of work 
80 lUI to nut.ke the aa.titmlLt gathering really national in _$8 

_ .ms. The claims of some kind of work .~ be_ • 
• ~g than those of othel'$; bllt each anat _va itt .. ,~ 
place amt ~l.atteation tWvof;e4 to it, lW41 ... ,,~ to 
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S8(l that these oonsiderations have weighed with our fHends in 
inviting us to this gathering at Satara on the present ocoaBion~ 
But it may be said that our social hhric i'l nnt thl' work of hu.­
man hands like the political im,tltnt,ions lI[1<ler which we live, 
and that in regard to theso social cu~tom~, tl.o IR.w has been 
laid down from time immemorial, 111111 we have ollly to follow it, 
<tnd it is not for us to attempt changrq tf) ,mit, ont' e:\igenries. 
This is another of those misconception~ fot' which thero RcomA 
to be no excuse exrept a fal<;o pi i(l!', W lli('11 mil k,,<; uo:; cheriHIt 

dangerous delusions. As a mat,t!'l' of faeL, the Ho('ial arl'lIl1ge­

ments at, present, nre Ildmitt,cdly not tho~e fot' which we rAn 
l,leaci 1l1e !,Iallction of the groat, l:1w-~iv(,I'S "ho~c 11llmCR we 
revere in lip worship, hut who~e behr'lt~ WI' di~()bey Itt every 
Rtep. Most of the customs which "6 now j1l'nfpQ-; to follow run 

('ouuter to the l)rlwtlcf''l ob'lerverl in t.be old. timeR ,"\'\1£>n thE' in­

stitutes Wtll'e written. 'rhe depondpnt statu" of women, the 
C'118tomary limits of the age of mn,n jfl~e, t hp pJ'olllbition of 
lnarriage t,O widows in the highN' (,R!>tPQ, i he (''I:('lll'1i ve confine­
ment of marria~e to ono'R own diviRion of t h(' ~ub-caRteR int,(, 
which the counlry hUR been Rplit up. HIP ignorallr(' amI "eelusioll 
of women, the Appropriation of plLTt.i('lllnr ('n"tps to particular 
profel'lsions, the prollibition to for('ign tlll"VeJ, the inequalitieR 
made by the licenlle ou joyed hy men and the ub~tl'lltions enforced 
0\1 women, t,he jen,lous isolation in matter'! of "ocjal illterconrse 
all regards food, and even tOllcb, indi"criminnte cll1trity to certain 
(lastes, lor all these, and many more nlienations from the old 
~tll;ndal'ds, you cannot. bold tho old Jaw-!.\'Iv('l· I eflponsible. 
They are the work of human handl'll Cuncessiom made to weak­
ness, abuses substituted for the old llealthi~I' IE'g'nlations. 'l'bey 
",pre advSsedly made hy men whosp 'lames al'P llot known 
to our ancient 'history'. They fire interpolations made to 
bolllter np the cllanges intNduced lthOilt t hI' ttnH'S w hen the 
country had alre.a'dy gOUJl from bnd to ~()r"e. Thl'S were 
inllo'Vationll for which no s~nction CAn be ple:ldHc1. It mllY b9, 
they"ere made wJth the be~t intenl.ioll'!. Admittedly they 
have ,faiJed:to carry out. iltJe&9 good intentions, if ally, thElJl 
f'n~; and in seeking to uJ'lset them, tl.nd restOre f>ht'l 
more"'!_t~ ideal" they were s\'.lpe~seded. The reformers,of 'the 
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present day are certainly not open to tIle char~e that they are 
bandling roughly with time-honoured institutions. . It is ra.ther 
for the reformers to take their stand as defenders of these 
ancient ordinance!!, and denounce tholle who have set God'll la.w 
at defiance to Buit their own purpose". 

Bllt, evon jf fhi" wore nilH'l'wi~e, and E:ven if it, C'ould he 
l<hown hy 1\ long sp(,C'jn,l TIJenlling thnt the C'hangeR mnde "re, tc 
!lome exte11t, propC'l' dedl1C'tionR from thn olel texts, it is qUitf 
plain that no lnpse of ti me ('an b"l' tho way of reform where 
R\lOh is needed by the exigencies of om' present difficulties. 
Above all mere ordinanC'es and inlotitutes, stands the Jaw eter· 
nal, of justice and equality, of pity and compassion. tho Qngges· 
tionR of the consCience within and of nature without ns. W'! 
can no more r(lf'list the stream of these influences as working 
for righteousness than we can roll bae'k the tide. All renl 
prudence would dictate that WE' should take full measnre of theBe 
lnfinen('cs and decide how far we lllllst ftccommodat(loul'S'lIv6s 
t.o tho inevitablE', All (·la!'(ses of soc>iety, reformers find lI.llti.re· 
formet's alike, 11l1C'onReiously admit the force or these eonsidern· 
tiona. The only diffel'enC'e hetweon tho two consists in the fact 
that while the lntt.cl' yiolcl nDCons()ionsly Itlld nude,' pzoesll11re, 
the former s(,E'k to nse consciolls ('fi'oN to accomplish the Rame 
pnrpose; and between the two, HIe victory mURt be fOl'thosE' 
who do not wish to drift, Imt wish to be guided by theadmoni· 
t,ions of U16ir inward monitor, and the lessons of past history. 
People will visit J<~ngland whether thett' elderA like it or not; 
Blld the fOTOO of circumstances will prevail. The education of 
,qomen will Rimilat'ly be enc(lllNlged a.II eaoh year 1'0118 On. Th" 
limits of age for marriage will bo raisod. Intermtm1age 
restrictions will be dissolved, Caste exelusiven9ll1 must l'8lax. 
MO greatest f!'eodom predominate in all trAnsactions between man 
and mn.n. .Ail prudent men, the 1'J,1l9lltion for us 'W'iU be, .mall 
we 6oa.t, with tbiR current ot:' l'I1sist it,1I All t.hesl!! itrllueneell 'are 
fl:t'ovidenttal, our du't.y i~ .olear, and tMII d~t; ~:\!.ore 
pleaallt whe .. we find tih .. t i~ 1I0..ciing, 'We at'$..nt ~_tl1ff 
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GOd'b law, but, also l'eturning to the way .. of nUl' forefathel'l), 
oVltrstepping the obstaclel:l put in by our fathers in thtl way. 

'l'hel'e is olle oujectiou I:Ihll which hampcl s tbtl way of 
reform. Granteu that reform is debirable. it is Htill claimed 
that only the ecclesiastical heads ot the dlfi'ert'ut ('ol11lI1unities 
lmd the caste elc1er's !tione have legitimate authority to act 1lL 

!lUch matters, and that it ib not for the n1l8celIIlueous crowd of 
peoplc like ourselves to Io:laim thi;; prIvIlege. To II certain 
extent the CRbte elders and even the AclJal'ylt'l are moving in 
the 1 ight direction. In tbe great ca~t(J Confet'onco" held in all 
purts of India, the Kaynbtha, Vais]Jya, and other Oil~ltlli8atiollH 

that mib'ht be named .,\lthout l1umbel, there at e visible sign!! of 
the dead bonm, heaving' WIt It the life of a now spirit. J<;ven tue 
Acbal'yas in the ~outh, when moved by 1lll.tJVtl 1 ulerj.1, and in 
bomeoo.seswlJen llOt :;0 moved, ha\o bpontam'otlsly Pllt iOlth 
tlil"ll'ta to,pl'omote what is rIght and iHopeI', 'l'hel'e is, therofore, 
110 (lccaaion to [lu.lrrcl with thelle agencies. 'rhey, howevor, have 
their vested interosts at stake, IttHI It wlll be IDOl'a tban l1Umltll 

If they look at tIJese things in the same light as tllost, wllO feel 
die pinch are disposed to regard them. 'l'heit, co-opt:I'atioll 
llhoilid be welcomed, but the question dGelS lJOt closo Lere. Tho 
duty is cast UPOI) us to see that the comruollwtl!tlth to which we 
helong, is not endangered by any vested prejudictl. We can never 
fOl'ego the l·igbt of every human boiug to act ill concert with 
ot.hers of hib own way ot thinking. a.nd make the effort to botter our 
condition with the light that is giVtlll to us, a.nd with the help that 
religioD and histol'Y afford us. Of course, OUI powers are limit. 
ed't but the work of educa.tion eonsidts in increasing the strengtL 
(If tiloee powers by -propagating both by precept alJd example, 
wbat we feel to be tight aad proper. We may fail, 01' evelL 
miaearry, bu~ the efllor~ ",HI do us incalculable good, and the 
very failure will ser~e as -a 'Wtu·lling. This is the Jaw ot all 
l)~, and we can\olaim llO e.xemption frolll it. 

~t.ly, it has be.n laid tbat we are 80 split up into sects 
• 8, castes ~lid. SU\)..CllJltes, tha.t no common concert is 

for the best of us, and that if we mean :real work we 
l~ ~n with cnsteBi a..d 8ub.~ste8t alld not indltlge it) the "".of i9l~t _tM! at l_a~ for JIlaDy centuries to ooJDI, 
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This IU'g'uruent i., uouble.edg('d, ana has ooeu used by those 
who do not feel wit h n~, to d<ttnp Out' energies 111 the political 
aM abo the ,o('ial splleI'D of ncr,ion. When we examine it mOl'O 

ca.reflilly, WI' find tL:Lu it i~ moru fallacious than true. Castes 
and sllb-c'tste~ have, no doubt, thoil' partdculnr preferences and 
diblikeH, their' own ('vil~ l~wl il1iquitie~ to accollnt for, and as we 
Bce cverywll(ne trom the reportb of the SoeiallJollferenoo, their 
hest; mOll neo nmutully :,tT'ug'C{ling to,('111'O j,he!Sc ovils. It should, 
1'Iowevl'l', ItOL he jlll'gott.)11 t h .• t thi~ caste uifficult.y is tbo 
:main blot Oil ('llI' ,oei,LI r;yqj,t'rn, 'L'IIi' great right has to be 
maiutained here, Ullit not Ull the (lutskil'ts. (~uHo indepen­
dently of this ,)il'('IllIlSLn 0('1', the differenc~s betwollll the castes 
IDE'rge into lIIiUOI' l1la,tt("\'~ by f,hc bide of their g'reatllimilarities. 
In the tlociu,l f,pllt're (If our aetivitios, al\ Cl\st,e~ and even creed~ 
are alike defecti\'e iu l'Ot recognising the claims of justioe and 
equdity, and a(;(;olll i ng t lie l'ospe\Jt and freedom due to the 
female ileA: and ehel'i~hil1g the abuses claimed by mt.n alS men; 
and by the memher>; of one cla~8 of men to the disparagement of 
other casteH, TIm furnishe:-. the common platform on which all 

can act, and it it:! olrly by tIle education received on this common 
plll'form that we can command the elevation and freedom which 
alone will help us to be taller, willer, and better individnl1l1y 
and ('ollectivl'1y. 

I have tllus atternptc'd to forestftll by anticipatiotl many of 
the objections whi('h might, be, Iwd al'e, nrgPd by those wbo 
are!'llQt disposl.ld to 1e frielldly to the work of sooial ematt<npa­
tiotl. With the IHllk that, l1as been done t\l the diitel'6ut 
pl'ovinces by 111010 tlllUl It lluudl'ed associ&tianR that are in fnll 
~ympat,Ly witu the ,'aUHe ot !3ociat pl'ogreSI!, it is not my purposo 
here to cienl. The l'CPOl'tli of the COllisl'ence fot, the last 1;) 
ye-a.I'S furnish fI, liviug l'ecot'<i to which all (lan refe/:' witli adnnt­
age. It is a rocord which does not allow large a.chie"ements ill 
a~complished fact!;, but to thos(! who can resJ,d b~twetn the'lines 
the spirit tllat animates this work, there is a land of promise 
opening its vistas before tlHlm in a 'Way to 611C01J,rap the most 
oefl'pondent. 'l'o go tfo further back' tha.n the ~ 4~*nht')ntbB, 
I find from the notes of even1is k&pt with me ~~ ,,""1. Ibis 
yea.t' 'Of distress some 861'e11 l'e"iDan:iag_ ~k ~'.'" tho 
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Punjab, 1 in Bombay, 1 ill the North-Wt'st Provinces, 1 iu 
MadrQs, and 1 in Ule CenLral PrOVIIICElS. In Bengal, where the 
widow marriage rnOVNuent commenced in !shwar Chandra 
VidYllsagar's tiule, as mallY as 46 marriages were celebra­
ted, 30 were celebrated blllce anu ·11 11I0l'e wele celebrll.­
ted among the BlahUlol>, ma!.lllg' a total oi 117. Iucluding the 
Central Provinces auu the llernu." tile Bombay Plebidcu('y ha~ 
during the lust :W yea.l b, billcc ille lIHJYI!lI1ellt began, shown 
mOle tha.n II. huudred Ruch mltlTlltges distributed ellul>,lIy he­
tween the GujOlatis auu the 1)eo(,<l.1\18. The Punjab and the 
N.-W. Provinces .. 11OW a total of, mOl'C than thil·ty, and Madras 
prE'lSents nearly the same fig-ut e. The total ot marl'iages would, 
therefore, be about ;;00 throughout India in the sevel'ul provitu;8!'I 
in the higher custes. :MlbS )Lanni1Ig't! "Indian Magazine," in 
ooe of its recent nuyuberb, gave the total uumber of Indian reRi· 
dtlntl:l, mostly students studying in l<;ngland, to be ;315, of whom 
nearly half, 141 wei e Hilld us, til Pal'60eS, 79 Mahomedanll, 
and 22 Native Chl'ist,ians. 'rhese tigurps show how tho "ind is 
blowing, and how the stl'eam of events is steadily on tho right 
side. '1'he native papers in the Punjli.u show that during the 11l6t 
five month!:> some 7 admissions of convet-Ls {t'om Christian a.nd 
Mahomedan faithl:l were made by th.., Arya SamajltS, and there 
is au aotive oontI-oversy going 011 fer the wholesalo admissiou 
uf 80me hithert.o despised oastes. The sucoess of the Bethune 
College in Calcutta, the fema.le l">chools !tnd colleges at J u11 under, 
Poona., Ahmedabad, and }1ysoro has been full of promise ill 
this 86 in previous years. Among the legitj]ative events, next 
aiter the passing of the Mysorl:l marriage laws, the most noto­
worthy event darittg the past five I;nonthi:> has boen tho elloot· 
met:l.fi of the Hindu Ga.ius of LellJ,'niug Btll by the l'1adra.s 
Oouooil. 'rhe local ~bhas such a'J the Deshamokhu. and 
Kilnbi,Sabhas 1l1.. Betal'. tlHiI Rajput in N.·W. P., tho Sow11lBh­
in in th-e 'Ma.dras Pr~i.a6Doy. and Kh"tris in the PUIlj~b have 
helci td:leir meetings, Jtud passed resolutions in favour of 
...m.ge x-efOl'm undfll' good anspioes. Mauy iustauQe8 of 
1-.te m..,-i_p have tajeu place throuKbout the country, aI_o 
~ iA-'Vl'i.ge.s ill d.i#f8llSnt p!l<rt, of India, ~h~ wost not,We· 
.w.<OII oli.' sitle be~JlgJ\lr. Javeri's dallghtel"s Jllllor~ i-bfl 
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otber day, and tlle intcrmarriage between tb, families of MaJad 
Bbagvat last yeal. 'l'his ill) no doubt, 1\ b~ief record, but &8 

observed before it is full of promise. 
The PJ asent CriSIS through w}lic}l our purt of the country ill 

passllIg under the stress of plague and fanuoe has intensified 
the necesslty of takiug adequate staps for allevlI!.ting the distrsb!! 
sufl'eretl by all classeq. Thele ale particular directions in whioh 
all ~ocial refotm orgarnsatIOns might work wIth advantage in 
su<,h n. crl~IS. MallY thous!l;fids of poor orph~ns have been 
rendereli homeleb8, and alt:.hough they are supported. through 
famine by prLvate alld Government chal'lty, the tIme lB coming 
when, with the rains 011 m" tht':! chanty will cea!!e to flow, Iloud 
tbe unclaimed orphnus WIll have to be IllOVlde(l f)r wh\ll the 
distress IS over l'1Ie 1\hsslOual'y SOCletlf~s have pledged them­
selves not to citect cOllverSlOns wIllie the distress 11:1 at it.R height, 
and they are pl'epartld to give over the eluldren to those who 
will claml them The lost" ho will be unclaimed will have to 
be cared for by these sOCIeties, and people evel'ywhel'c must 
com.lider the (luestion of how to dea.l with these pOOl' children. 
Freedom to retul'fl10 thew ('I)wmutllty IS II. charity whioh W9 

all can display if we Lave the largeuel!s of lleart to understand 
the issues involved The economica.lqnestion here becomes aile 
of religIOn and SOCIal amelioratlOn. Equal1y affecting is tbe claim 
wbj'Jb bas been llrged on behalf of bundreds of cbild.widows who 
ha.ve been rendeted nm.erable ill consequauoo of the famine &1ld 
the plague vi'litation In lJormal times thau' couditlOn was ball 
enough; bat tlleir misery has bElel1 aggravuted by the misfortuno 
O>f these hard times, nud thos{' who ha.ve any heart to feel fO!' 
their wrongs, nught well he asked to take tbo-ught as to bow 
their misery luigbt be allevia.ted. 1'ho questidll of postponing 
mal'riages to the latest limit uf marriagea.ble age, tne age ot 
puberty while these visitations are upon us, will not. fau to 
~ttract the attention, both of the roformers ~nd of those who 
prof tis to be indifferent to thia tlubjeot. Thecta and oth8l'mat­
ten will, I doubt not, engage the a.ttention of frieDde wJro ate 
as~bl~ to-day. We ihall DOt be ableto takeMl1 imll'uNlWe 
acti'd'O, but if these ma.t.ters .1'8 allowed their qe.bit3'w, • 
't.l;tQU"b~ful ccmfri&mltron wheu we go to ~al' ,pJao~ .t:t.~ !If 
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l'erorm bannot fail to lead to some useful results. For this, anel 
work like this, ooncerted actions is needed, and concerted action 
is only possible, under existing circumstances, wben we think 
and work together. A ('ommittee conslflting of all those who 
Rympathise with the prl)gre~'1 of 1'l'form, i~, thl"l'efore. sore1y 
needed in this part of the ponntry to po-operate with similar 
workers elsewhere and it iEl with this vipw that 0111' work to-day 
wiII chiefly consist in forming Fluph It commIttee, and laying 
down tIle lineR Oil whirh it 18 to work. Thl<; i'l n duty in which, 
I tru'It, yon will all ioin, and loin wIth a heart, thnt will snffel' 
no disR.ppointment, hilt will 'Itram eVf'ry ncrve eftrh within hi'! 
own 'Iphere to hrin~ I\bo\lt the prartipal wE'll.heing of 0111' 

people in which the well.being of every individnal IS involved. 
This is the message that I Wlt'l ('ommissioned by friends 
elsewhere to COlUf'lllnicate tv you here, nnd I now commend this 
'lllbJect to your auxiouf> care, m the fnll conviction that thf' work 
is one lU which we can all ('o·operate with advantage, and in 
whi('h no pl'O~reR'I jq pO,!Aihle wIthout 'lu('h po-operation 



THIRD PART. 

'-he 1residentia\ 3\ddresses at 
the Soeia\ eonferenees~ 

The Third Social Conference-Mr. Justice 
K. T. Telang's Address. 

In openillg t,he proceedings of thi" meeling, I should like 
t.o make It few preliminary remarks. At first everybody mUAt 
n.dmit it to he It matter of '1incOl'e ('ong-t'atulation, that I\t, this 
tl1ircl meeting of the Social Coni'eren('e, we have present among 
IlS a few ladies of OUl' own community. 'rhe qU6stion has been 
donbtlt>RR l"1ti~ed III ];]nglnIld, whether women ought or ought not 
to .. enter into the heat and dOl!t of political warfare. But what­
e,'er the true answer to tl13.l crnestion may be, there can be DC 

pollsible douht, that in the sort ot wOl'k we are to disoulls to-da.y, 
t.lte prcsence and co-opera.tion of women is Ulost deairable. 
And in order to C!I.lTY out any of the reforms, which may be 
dSfrou8sed at such ga.tberings, the help and oo·opera.ticm of onr 
ladies is tlbsolutely eAAential. Therefore I think we ma.y ens 
tbe.t we have this yo&'1' been 8n1~bled to take on,e step forward. 
It may not be a long step. I don't tbink 'it is a 10tlg stoep 
.k.~ by itself. But we may fa.irly I.ol)k £Ql'l1fard wif>b. bope t~ 
1,~th~1' progr81'lS ~lld advl\lut'ement, a.lon~ t,h$ 1'01\<1 on "bio\t t11e 
tit,t IIb()l·t step ha.fI now been ta.ken. Th4StlJvho mw.~to 
crittoiaed the Nati(,nal Copgreafl and i~ ,~i&gs, ~\tu' 
"\'Va Me aware, of ton twitted us wibh oot ~Dg qtloiG!ls,.-
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tion to social reform and devoting our energies exclQsively to 
the political improvement of the country. I think I may 
fairly say that suoh gatherings as these, which have met every 
year since the time of the Madras Congress, afford an adequate 
Hnd conclusive answpr to those oriticisms. But while I think 
this answer conolusive, I mU!lt also say that I think there is 
Romething in the crltioism~ from which we ought to derive some 
usefullessou 1 have mYFlelf noticed, in the writings and speeches 
of many of our countrymen, a strong tendenoy towards devot· 
ing, 1 canlJot slIy exclul'live, but I mllst sayan overwhelming 
~hare of a.ttentil)u to political matters. Social matters thus get 
entirely eclipsed, so to ~ay, by political in some quarters, and 
that ;'1 the baAis of truth in the criticisms to which I hav" 
ltlluded. Well, I think that to this extent, we ought in time to 
take warning from these criticism!', and as far 8S may be, set 
Ul1r hOllse in order. There is one 01 h6r remark I wish to make. 
And that rela.tes to a tenrlenoy which ba~ also been noticeable 
in recent discussions to aSS'lme that .. ocifl.l and political activi· 
ties can be entirely di"sociated, and to ignore the fact that the 
nndetlying principles in both groups of activities are in eub· 
stallce the same. We often hear propOSItions confidelltly 
asserted by ma.ny persons in the course of di;;cnssions on social 
tOPICS, which when applied to politics, must lelld to result!! 
that those persons entirely repudiate. No OM will charge me 
with being an out and out imitator of European ways. I ha.ve 
not the slightest de8ire to adopt bodily tbe whole of the Euro­
pean sooial economy for myself or for onr community. But at 
the lIamo time I do llOld most gt,rongly to this view, that it if! 
ollr hounden duly to study English social institutions, in the 
Rftme way t,hat we study English political institutions, 80 that 
we may coollid91' how fa.r they will suit the oonditions among 
wbioh we Jive and mo~. Tbe adoption of English methods tjf 
WOl'k e.ud of English ldealll to be worked for, to which on the 
potHieal eidc, :\\"e are 110 partial, i'i not a tbing to be entirel,. 
f!CQ~ on the socia.l sidt, in the way which may be ob..,.., 
ill. mme qllal.'terll. Th. need fot' improvement in poli~ctdl 
nu.~_. is hot greater iha.n in socil\l; and tbe prillOiplu /.tI. 
i~"",*,bt in botb are to. Itnb$tanoe iQeD.ti.caJ. _hate,... ttif .. 

1e 
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ferencea thore may be in their applications. And therefore it 
is my conviction that it is onr duty tIJ learn, oorreotly apprv. 
ciate, and apply the real prinClp1es adoptE'd by those who ste.nd 
in the forefr'ont of civilisation II.S much in our social 8S in oar 
political con ceI'tl s. (Loud cheers,) 

The Fourth Social Conference-Babu Norendro Nath 

Sen's and Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar's Addresses. 

Dr. Mahendra 1.,,} Sircar, the President-elect, not bavir.g 
OOtl'le in time, Rabu Norendra. Natli Sen was elected President, 
He said ·-1 feel extremely flattered by the hO<IOUl' that you 
have done me by unanimouRly voting me to the chait, 1 hit,"!, 
always held the opiniun tbat political, social, mOl'al and reli­
gious reforms should go hand in hand (cheers), lind that politi 
cal reform means 1lOtl;llog uoless it ill 8C<'ompanied by soci.a.l, 
rporal and rehgious reforms (oheers). It is said tha~ Oongress. 
mlln are oppo3cd to llocial reform, This is not so (cheers). J 
myself am an active member ot the Congress, and no one is in 
greater Rympathy with the cau~e of social reform tha.n myself 
(cheers). Most of those who 8re present at the Conference to· 
day are Congress-men. 1 am entirely in sympathy with the 
objects of the Conference, Ilnd wIth mo&t of the resolutioll8 that 
will be brought forwal'd for consideration and adoption to-da.y. 
The people of India owe a great deal to bhe 13ritisb Government 
for their political advan!'emeJlt, their int .. nectual adva.no8U\ent, 
and, to a certain extent, even for their moral advancement 
(oheers). They must be grateful to the Government a.leo for the 
a.nxiety that is now being shown by it for their social adva.nce­
ment (heRor, bear). I W'l.iI very Ji!:lad to hear that 'OUl' beloTed 
Queen-Empress (cheers) iii most anxious to see that we should 
take intereAt ourselves in Ute cause of sorja1 reform. &lId tbat we 
.bollId take ev~y step to advance 011r'8e1v(l8 lIoeian,.. (Mar. 
heILr). )i1rbody call delly tha.t we are in several :Nspeo'tll..,.,l. 
1,. i-t'fgl"aded or at le ... t that we a.re 'll(lt .dvQ(le4 ~., to 
f.l$a.t ._tent as we o\'lg'bt to h&1'6 baeD. SQ. beittt~''''1 I 
tbh,k ever,. true Indian ."...mot II.'bOtltd ___ me ~~. 



Ul.) THE P.BESIDENTIA.L ADDRESSES. 139 

ea.U1I8 of social reform (chell's). I am glad to see that the 
gatheriug' on tho prsKenli occasion is a largd and intiUtllltili1 ODe. 
Probably It would have beeu much larger, if the people had 
been assured betimes that tlllS Confel'ence would not ask for 
legislati\"e interterence 111 the matter of Hmdu marriage cus­
toms (cheers). You will fiu<1 frnm the copy of the Resolutions 
placed in your ha.nds that we do not ask legislative intel'feI'­
ence in any matter ex.cept as legal'ds the llmelldment of Act 
XXI of 1860, 80 as to include voluutary SOOlal Retorm Associa­
tiolls within its scope, 'rhe subject wah refol'led to aCorumlttee­
",ppointed at the last year's Conference. This 18 u. simplo 
ma.tter, and the law that IS bought fot' is!l. permiSSive Ilnd not 
a compulsory one. Nobody can have the least obJectioq~ to 
such a law. I do 1I0t know why the Hllldns sbould be at all 
opposed to social reform, because all the reforms that. they 
want are sanctioned by theirownreliglOll (cheers). The Vedas; 
which IIore the earhest records of the Aryas and which have 
the higbest authority amollg them, teach us that we should not 
ma.rry early (cheers). A'I regard'! females, the Vedas say that 
they should not marry before the age of sixteen years, and as 
regards males, that they should not marry before the age ot 
twenty-fh'e at least. With a. larget· dissemination of the 
knewledge of the Vedas among UR, the very reforms that 
ILl'8 dow being advocated m many quartet's will be most gladly 
a.ooepted by the Hmdus. It is ouly beoause the study of the 
Vedas ha1J been neglected that many socia.l evils bave crept 
into HiDdl1 society. 1 811.1 that if onr own religion sanctions 
the l'ftfOt'llUJ asked for, I do not see why you should hesitate in 
the least toaQC~pt them (bear, hE1l1r). 

(At this ata~ of the proceedings Dr. A-Iahendra Lal Siroa.r 
navitg a.rrived, Babu, Norendra. Nlt.th Sen vacated the obair ill 
W. .'VOI$t'.) Dt, M .. hendl"& La! Sircar, who was recei ved wiAlh 
~ _ t-t:...dies\ aJ)d Gentlemen,-I must tha.nk you. fw 
~~~it. wbich' yau Jt:a.ve gre$ted me, but I am sorr1 ;oa 
~"~,.tbq,t )"llur obee1'8 have been quite mja~. 
1'~~ '~hu "folk-bed .. mau, who was for.tll,'W 
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few days on the Vtlrge of his grave. Such", man can searcely 
be deemed fit to preside on this solemn OCCflsion. Howev~,.., &s 
it is your pleallure that I bbould occupy the chair, I will just 
make a few remarks. Ladies Ilnd gentlemen, this is a meeting 
of the Social Conference, and I see that this is the li'ourth So­
cial Cenference that has been held in this {lonntry. That we 
Itll feel that we Dre tho victims of some social custom 01' other, 
is such a. patent fact that it needs 110 words from me to prove. 
My reluctance in taking the chair to.day proceeds from othel 
,.;ronnds also tha.n the state of my health. You ha.ve not only 
dragged me from the verge of the gra,ve as I huve said, but you 
h",ve taken me out of my gl'Oove. Social matl;ers have not 
been in the line of my studie8. All my life I have been a hum­
ble practitioner of medicine, and the only other mg,tter I have 
been engaged in, has been to introduce a study of thR physioal 
soiences among my countrymen, and therefore I am not in any 
sense at all competent or fit to discharge the duties of the office 
of President of the Social Confel'enee. But I have aU my life 
been a victim of the tyranny of social custom in my own coun­
try (Laugbter). Ladies and gentlemen, I see before me a very 
lellgthy programme, but &11 the Resolutions that are before u~ 
hinge upon one chief social custom, which has aoted most in­
juriously upon the development of the Hindll raoe and t.aat is 
child-marrialote (cheers). This pernicions cllstom has 110ne 
what nothing else could so effectu.ally do, nal1M}" it lias det8rio­
l'ft,ted the once noble and glorious Hindu race,-& race that 
gave enlightenment jo the wlfole world (cheerlJ). How bas it 
done this P Since it has tak91J a deep root in out' country, what· 
ever might have been it9 original philOl«lphy, this custom bas 
ruined ttll, and bas been working detrimentatly at the very 
fountain of life. The Hindu race con8jets at the pt'esent day, 
if you would pardon m.e for the very IItrong -expresaiol1 that I 
am bound to utter, by virtue of this 'Vert ble8fled olletom, of 
.. bortiona and premature births. A.re we aU bOl'b at tlHl Fbper 
time P If the law8 of physiology are tMle,.... I helm. dtey 
Me eternal 'Verities, then every man a'lld WOIIlMt ~ ~ 
of "noh Under year. as ten or t"I'9'8 yea.r. fdt _gJrt"'" ,tf,teen 
or ,i~~ tor .. boy mitSt be pt6Dotlnoeti to be"'~ 
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01' 0. prematul'e birth (hear, hear), And are you sorprised tbat 
the people of a nation 80 constituted Ithoald have fallen easy 
victims under evel'y blessed tyrant, that ever cbose to trample 
upon them? Whatever of intellectual and moral qualitips we 
still posseRs is by iohel'itll.nce from the past; whatevE'r we have 
lOllt we lJU.ve to thank this costom, against which we are bound 
to rnise our moat emphatic pi'ote~t (cheers), Do all you CRn, let 
the Government concede everythit,g thltt you Wltllt, and let, the 
Government even leave om' ,.,horps to-day, do you think, 
gent,lemen, that, we Ethall be ",ble to do withollt that Govern­
ment from to-morrow!' And ,dlY not? You will find t,i.at it 
is because YOIl ha\'e 1l0t got, the eapacity for wOI·k. Look at 
the root of the evii (cheers) .• By virtue of the law of inheri,£­
!tLlce, you have got the intelligence of the old Hindus (cheers); 
by virtue of this accursed custom you have lost all 
tLat capacity for work which our Hindu ancestors POl'. 

seBsed in olden days (cheers), How 00.11 you expect" if you go 
on at this rate, to take a lead in allY work what.ever? You 
cannot possibly do it .• You must improve the fountain of life 
Itself (hear, hear), before·you can expect to cope with races 
whioh have held their OWli tor so many centurie~, which, under 
better social customs consist of units infinitely mol'S matw'C 
than ourselves, Thi .. is the simple law of nature, and you 
cannot go against it. Do all you can, talk as much as you like. 
abuse yo Ill' Gov~rnment as much as you like, there you are--a 
race, degtmerated, paralysed in &11 yonI' energies. What then 
ca.n YOll do? Therefore J Ray that it is a bappy sigu that 
along with the pongress, you have this Conference on the most 
vital point thM ~cerns us (cheers). The Congress may 
successfully do aU jts wilrk i you may bllVe the elective principle 
and the l'eprerlentative principle and every tIling else YOIl waQt 
and every con¢e86ion ,that 1011 claim, but bow canyon maintain 
taepoeit.ionin which you Rial' be tblls placed P YOll cannot pQ88ib. 
lytiAib. It i,anotori..,DQ fact.tbat OUl' children are very 1!1Jl~ 
80 ~J. they are at I«)hool, ba/; where de they FO after t,~.p 
rr..,-«o JiG the wJ\ll. $halll6lty it l' The, go to the ver:y tl.qu, 
tlMJ~ themselves 1Ri~h tbe duat. they 8re noW'Pet'e. ~bey 
"~,,,,:"!~-llt,w, ... d .~of:estfuny pass ,their u .. ~inat~Q'" t1;t4 
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after that whel'e are they? You do Dot fin.d them anywhere. 
WIth the exception of a very few, you do not find your G,'a­
dnates engaged in any bubstantial work, and as regards the few 
tha.t are (,0 engaged, what rl'ward do they Jeceive? Whllt but 
di~eouragement and !thuse i' (HeRI, hear.) I have beeu speud. 
ing my whole life, alld I am almost tempterl to say that I 
have heen waiting my whole lifc, in ordcr that I might sucoeed 
in introduciD~ the study ot the phy.1Cal sciencl:'s amongst 
my countrymen; arId what is the rewat'd tllllt I have got? 
Tbe rewRI·rl i~ that lifter fourteen years of cogil.ll.t.ion and 
agitation and working-amidst inFuperable ditlicul~ie~, I have not 
yet got a Laboratory built for my Scieneo Association. The 
root of all this ill t,hai we do Dot know what we are. Ii we knew 
that, thel'e will soon he an cnd of all tIllS ruin. 'Wilhout, there­
fore, ally further remarks, ladies and gentlcmSll, T would ask 
JOu to proceed at once with the business of the mooting (loud 
cbeers). 

The Fifth Social Conference-Mr. O. S. Khaparde's 
Address. 

I am proud to become the Pl'esidellt of the Indian 
National Social Conferenc~, although I must say I do not de­
serve the hunour you have done me. To the word Social in the 
title of the COllferelJce, I attach the gr'eatellt import.allee, for 
to my mind it is clear thaL this Social Ounference is fraught 
with good and great z'esultl'l. When I said I was not worthy of 
the honollr that hitS been given to me, the phrase 'Was not; used 
by me as a. conventional method of a.cknowledging tha.nks, but 
because it WIIS literally true. For Y01laH know who the Pre-
8ident of the fil'st Conferenoe was. It was no leM a personage 
than Sir '1', 'Madhava. Ra.o, one of the greatest statesmen 
Judi. has prod\1ced. 'fbe second President was Rai Bahfodur 
!'Sabhapat.hi Mudaliar, n. ma.n weH·known for his siul)erit,. and 
au.bata.ntial sympathy in the cause ()f reform,!\.IId wel1.kllown 
a.lso as & writer 011 the I!lubject of t'8£oM.l\8,od .a s~ • ..,1) ,of 
bUlin.a. The third :President, tba.t is to' ""'., W_~D .. ~ 
.... meW fIJ DoUtbaT. waf tbe SOIIOUfttWe ...... " • .J.,.. 
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Telang, whMe praises it would be superfluous to sing. At Cal· 
cutta Dr. Mahendra Lal 13ircar, who is known all o\'er India a8 

a ripe Elcholar, ~reut rt'former and profound thinker, presided 
and lent his strong Rupport to the Conference. When we hal'e bad 
such a roll of illustriou/l. Pr6sirlent;>. of Hlis Conference, it is uot 
oonventional modesty on my pal t, I assilre you, to say that I do 
not feel mysdf a worthy Rucces~or to my predece~Rors in this 
office. Gentlemen, we have had hellvy IOflllCS dllring the put 
yeal'. H,ajah Sir T. 1I1adhava Rao, the great" Native Thinker" 
ill no more. His pf'n no more writes, and his brain hall oeased 
to work. The other loss I Lave to mention is th:lt of Pundit 
lswara Chandl'R, Vidyul'Iagar, than whom yon could not find R, 
truer reformer in IndIa. He wOlked heart and soul for the 
canse of leform, and was a deef" thitlker and Rineere man. ADd 
lately, we lost a friend, Row Rlthf'h Mahipatram Rupram, whose 
eftol'tll in the ('ause we IIM'e at Ileal t need no mention. • Gentle­
men, you all know that this yellr hegan wit,h the IIgitation /lbout 
the Age of Com,ent Act, which fltilred the ('nuntry so greatly. 
Yon know, gentlemen, that my attitude tOWRI'ds the Dill waR 

Olle of opposition. I would not have !'.It, the Bill pass, if I could. 
And why? My pusition was that such refol'ms should spl'ing 
from the people, and should not be forced on them: for this 
appearance of for('e disinclined people to all reform, and this 
made matters worse.-gowe\'er I shall leave that question now, 
aDd would turn to compute the reRults of the agitation, as 
far as they have come under our observutlon during' this year. 
You know there were som~ people who thoaght that the Bill 
had made a breai3h in tlative soci~ty, and that it could not. by 
any means be hridged ove)'. Bllt, these people nev~r made a 
greater mIstake. Now that the Bill is law, it is wrong to fight 
against it. To throw dirt at it now is, in my opinion, little sbort 
of,-from one poi.t, of 'Vlew ,-Redition. The other reRult of tile 
Bm, I a111 going to not,,., i. that ful' the first time onr old peo­
ple and Ollr new peopl~ beg-a.u to fight shoulder to sboulder,­
whieh WI18 in itself 8. :Jilftioot gain to a.1l of ~8, both ror tbOH1Vhq 
wona,nd fOt'those ",hI) were .defeated, These are, in my opiuioD. 
re.~tb ot no small importanOO'N'Ow,iu the beat of tho eontro"eny; 
th.'w.'1 in '_me q,artel'l.lll great deal of mi~tioh ~ 
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the reformels and the reform movement. It wal! thought, a.nd 
it iii t.hought even now, by some that the reformers wanted t.() 

have all possible laws paRKed, and by that agency to carry out 
the programme of Social Rt-form. 1'his is a sheer mirlunder­
stallding Our first method is that of persuasion. We try to 
find out what the belil'f and the sentiment" of the people I~re, 
what they would accept or do actually aCl!ept, whom they levere 
as authoritative Wl'lters 'on Dharma ShaRtm, Dnd then after 
finding that ou t, we try to meet them ou their own grollnd. 
1£ they Rccept the ShllRtras, we Rrcept t hem too, but interpret 
them in the light of the knowledge we ha\'e acquired. I wi!l 
honestly tell yell that our interpretatio!ls are rorrect, and not 
distor·ted through our zenl to further the CRnse of reform. WE' 
accept the premises R!lpplied by the old text wl'it,ars, and then 
we stop there, alld res()r·t to logic and reason. This is the 
method of w hat is called Y.uktiwad. 'IV e do not, resort to leflislll­
tion when there Are other WOYR open to us. W'"here the mischief 
has been caused by law, we tly to get it removed bI law, and 
T think YOIl will all agl'ee with me in saying that it is only 
fail', after whllt I Ilave told you, not to de~CI'ibe this Conferenct' 
as aiming at reform by legislat,ioll You know very well 
l,hat I ftm mYflelf agaillst Jegislatloll, except in very special 
('flSeR. But thltt does !lot mean that I would lIot go in for the 
help of t,he Legislature ill the!.e matters, at any time, and under 
IU~V CiICllms!al1re~. I am Ilgainst legislation, first because 1 
heiievfo in the maxim !\lat rafol'lll should begin from within, se­
condly berause it Clreutes opposition for opposition's sa.ke, and 
thirdly because it destroys the self-acting maohinery which we 
desire to create in our society But where this is not possible, 
or bas been fOlllld by trittls to be impracticable, then and then 
alone, by all means I go in alld go in with a. zest for )~gisla.tiol1. 
The objects of this Social Conference are not any other thalJ 
Wllst 1 have illdicated. What we seek is to promote organislt­
t,lon and self-help. Our people have al .. eady done sornethitlg 
in tIlis dir·ection. 'l',p,ke for illstance the institution at Ajmete 
presided ovel' by the Political Agent in Rajpntana., 'fbey 
h"ve regnll\ted thl! age of marriage, and laid 40wIl lioes 01 
~ in other 1Y)lltterl'l. The mOTelTlImt at AjmellfJl m., bt 



ITt.] THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES. 145 

said to have -fairly succeeded, for th(} re-port or that ,Refol'1ll 
Association shows UR that out of 1,481 marriage~ that were 
celebrated, there wel'e only :307 mlll'r'3!.{'PS III which the self· 
imposed rules werp brokpn. 'rake another imdance, If you like, 
that of MY80re-whiell i .. t'ven more anvan('ed than the BrItish 
Government in some matters, fur they have Hlerc a Representa­
tive Council now. They in Mysore hi! vo taken up the question 
of reform in right eal'uest. 'I'hoy havo asked their Pamllts to 
find out authorities ill favour of long spa-voyages, and I am 
sure the Panilits willlond th('ir f,UPP0l't to the progressive party 
in this matter. Really speaking, reform is 1I0t quite the word 
to describe the demands of the Oonference. For in most cases it 
is return to old ways that we are advoCltting. Take for instance 
the question of marriage. You all know w lInt the progres­
sive party says on this subjoct. N~.x\ I put it to you, if" 
you wuuld not rather have marrjq.,ges after tIle manner of 
Shakuntala than after the faRhiotl prevaling m,ore or le8'1 in 
t,his country, oE an old man takillg his lit Ie t1l1u.fIhter on his 
knee and giving her to another. Ot' f() tal'e anot her in~tanco, 
which do you prefer I ask you: Do you like the marriage of 
Sita. with Rama? Or, to take another installce,-you have 
NaJa. and Damayanti? Would you hke i" better if Damayanti 
was given away hy her father to one of Ow Gods that competed 
wit,h Nala on the occR.Rion i' But I might go on for any length 
of time multiplyin/l instances till you are weary of thorn. All 
I mean to say is tbat what we are advocating is not a frightful 
innovation, as some of our critills seem to take it. It is only, 
as I have said, a return to genuine old ways. And I sin(lerely 
exhort you. gent.1emen, to go back to these old ways alld old 
methods, for they are good men and true, wbo have shown 
tbese old paths to you. Gentlemen, I like the caste system, as I 
also like numerous other old things. I liko my good old reli­
gion. I would not leave it under any circumstances. Nor would 
I wish a Mahomedan to give up the KomD, DOl' also do I ask 
the Brahmo 'Sa.majists to leave the faith wbich their great 
founder has established for them. So then, this i'l Dot a new 
religion, nor even is our pro~ramme a. new departure. Gentle­
men, progress is the law of the universe, and you cannot stop 

l{) 
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it. You mURt either advance or fa.ll back. By the blessIngs 
of God, and by tbe blessings of the benign British Government, 
we are under the influences of a progressive civiliFiation, 80 that 
whether' a man will or no,-1 am a fatalist in my own way, 
gentlemen, and so I say, whether a man will or no,-he tnu~t 
move. Now, which is better, walking of our Own accord, or 
beitlg pushed on from behind P 'l.'hat reprelwnts the l'\ bolo 
problem of Social Reform in this couutry, liud indicates the 
lines on which our R&s.olntioD<' are drawn. (Oheers.) 

The Sixth Social Conference-The Hon. Ram Katl 
Chaudhurl's Address. 

J~ADIES AND GIWTf,EMEN,-Reform in the social condition or 
0111' fello\V.coututrymeI}l·" the Role and Ringle Ilim {If our Con­
ference. Thel social elils W(,l1l'(, subject to are iufant marrill,g'c, 
extravagant JxpE'n8e\ atteudf~nt on marriages and certain other 
ceremonieR, prohibition of widow-marriage, polygamy, prohibi. 
tion of intermarriage, di;,figurement and othE'l' discomfol t$ to 
whi(·lt widows are subjected, money conflideratiou for which 
girls 111'6 given in marriage, I'ecluRion of \vomen, and mally otLe.lb. 
These evils prevail more or less in all pal t8 of ollr country. 

In the growth of our societ,y from the Vt·dic timps, the 
evils bave gradllally come into exi",tence in the same way as 
many good institutions that are foulld in ou\' Rocial ~ylltcm. 

The social flystem of our country in its outw8rd appearance pre­
flentll a divel'~ity of detail, that has Jed not only interested WJ iters 
but also di>linterf:sted thinkel's to deprive U8 of the ehartA.Cter of 
nationality. But, if deeply (Jonsidered, the gencl'alil'ation can­
not but be deemed 1\ Ilpec:iOUS one. J n all essential characteristics 
the Hindu society has feat,ures that go to make it into a single 
nation. Take Religion, the fir~t authority. The lHbduh of all 
pa.rts of the country look Dp to the Vtidas ami tbe re1igious 
Walks basE'd OD their interpretations. Then take$oci,lmatter •• 
It is well-known that religion eliters into aU tbe importllnt 
parts of their social a.nd individua,l life. And if ~r818 the 
!mity of 80arce in purely religiolls matters, it nec~lt t~~ 
tha.t the flooiaJ department of onr commlloity _. \"'tWb6 
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unity in its import"nt a~pects, Whether it be in Northern 
India or Southern llldill, the (Same "Sa1l1skurs "-cel't;mo. 
nial rit.ea performed for !>ocial and l'eligioub purposes-mark 
the life of every individual mombOl' of the Hilldn bociety at its 
different perlodtl {rom biL,th to death, All of us u.ssemhlcd 
here, comiug fl'om various patts oE tho country. have undel'· 
gone the lIame ceremonies oE "Namukarn," "Anuaprashan," 
"lfJmldan," and otbel's, Tho" Smriti " woil;!), tbat prescribe 
rules for all the impol'tant functions of our social and religious 
life, and lay duwn what our duties and obligations are throullh­
out life, and even show us tbe way how our propE'rties are 
to be dealt with in life and after death, govel'll /111 parts of tho 
country with but bligbt diffel ences. Again tIle tongues in 
which we speak in 0111' respective homes, nre but closely allied 
Llialects, derweLl fl'om the sallle mother language-Sanskrit. 
And all those impor'taut elements of uuity in the roligious and 
social life of HlUdus are d/Lily rceeiving strength £l'om the 
common lineR of feelings, thoughts and ideas, that, are being 
cl'E'atfld in tbe mind of educated Indians owing to the flow of 
Western knowle'lge and thought. If there arc such 1I0lid rca· 
sans in SUppOl't of the view thus taken, there Clln be 110 doubt 
that the Hindus of I\JI parts of India form 0126 nation; and we 
are well ju~ti6ed in oalling our Social Conft'rcnoe a natio11al 
oue, Indeed the social evils referred to, as bas been observed 
above, are more 01' let!s commOll to all parts of India, in other 
Viords-Natiol~al. 

It is obvious that various cause/> comhine to make 
human life miserable. Tbe social evils l'eforred to having been 
created hI citcumsta.necs-that in the various stages of the 
growth of our "oeiety came into exiitclIce-havc only contributed 
to the iuCN'uSC of the tnisel ios of life. It is thel'efol'e our mani­
fest duty to make eff,'l'ts to remove them, as far as lies in our 
\'lowe!', frlllIl 0\11' 8ociety. This is not only the plain dictate of 
na.ture, bllt in doing liD we find that our attempt will take us 
back to the flimple ways in social life, followed by 0111' remote 
a.q~to1'$ in tbe da.ys of t)Ul' old Vedic period. It i$ also Deees­

,~!!17 £Or 1UI to move with the progress that is going ou in oth$r 
parIiB ~t. the w,orld. Th, other evening we heard our leatoed 
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friend, the Honourable Rno Bahadur Ranade, calling our 
attention to the forebodings in the conclusion arrived at 
by evolut,iolli~ts in reRpect of old natioDs like ourselves 
to the effect that, the force that was in us has been spent 
aud our society Las [10 longer a life wortJl 11l1,ving. If indeed 
we are to live the apathetic and stationary life our society has 
hitherto lived, the melancholy doom the modern men of light 
predict for UH is soon to overtake us; but if the signs of the 
timeR are to be properly read, if the activitIes Gur countrymeu 
are here and there beginning to put forth have any meaning, 
for which WFJ have to thank the enlight.ened policy pursued by 
the British Government 111 Indifl, we have no rettSvn tor despair. 
1'he life in us, as was observed by our friend referred to in his 
lecture, is IJOt dead, buL has only remained torpid owing to 
various causes. I t. is now our part to show Ly our exert.ions 
that the life, that has been left in ns, is still capable of being 
revivod. 

Now what are we to do In introducing reforms 111 our 
social conditions? In OUl' zeal for reform let us not lose pati­
en::e. If we conceive whaL reforms we should have, let U'l 

not take aetion at once. We thereby alienate our less advan­
ced countrymen from the ways we aspire to adopr., and our 
failure is the consequence. The first step in our procedure, 
as far as I am able to judge, is to create a widely spread public 
opinwD in favour of reform. 1'his, 1 know, I'lKjuires aD iL'l­
mense deal of talk, for which we are suhjected to so much 
taunting criticism. Hut ignoring J;uch taunts, we should 
strenuously go on to conVE'rt gradually the mmds of our coun­
trymen. I know a great deal of time-perhaps the period of a. 
generation or two--is required for such conversion. Our 
lleople-even of the lowest class-are, however, very intelli­
gent; and the English education-thanks to the Government 
we are p1aced under-is doing us great help in this respect, 
and we are sure to succeed in this first step of our procedure. 

We know what difficulty we experience from the resistanoe 
shown by our females, when we attempt to introduce a social 
reform. It is therefore extremely neoessary to take IneM1U'8S 
to educate them and oonvert their minds. 
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In the work of tbis conversion of mind, we oan avail our­
selves of the agency of preachers. 'l'heso should, however, take 
care that they abstain from proceeding in a manner that might 
offend the minds of their hearers. In this connection I may 
observe that it is the JULy of every educated person often to 
mix with the old class of people, and place convincing argu­
ments before them in regard to reforms. This mode is, I can 
say from my personal experiellce, It very effective one in gradu o 

lilly creating a public opinion iu favour of socialrcfvrID. 
We should avoid State help ill introducmg reforms in social 

matters. 'l'his mode is calculated to bring about evils of other 
kinds and tenus to retard progl'ess. Weare only to avail OUT­

selves 1)£ the bocial force that will be cl'eated along with the 
formation of public opinion. We sllOuld also avoid creating 
factio1:s. The method of cOl1cilil\tion, in my opinion, should 
alwayl:l be adhered to. This method takes much time to catty 
out reforms, but it is a sure and certain one. 

The most effective agency for ol'ganismg reforms is tho 
formation of reform associations all over the country. Alld 
this J am glad to see is being gradually done. I may observe 
here that the rules of such associations should not bl) enforced 
with such rigour as to deter people from joining them. We 
know what a strong force there is in our society that keeps the 
old state of things a-going, and we are also aware of our weak. 
nesses. Under the pJ'esent state of society we must make aliow­
anca for such weaknesses. 

In conclusion, I may say that 1 advocate the usefulness 
of our annual Social Confercnce. We meet together once a 
year and compare Dotes as to what we have been able to 
do, and measure the little bits of progress we kre ma.king in 
various quarters. Also we in our several local quarters feel as­
pirations to show a better record to the general Conference. 
Aud after a deliberate consideration in Rnnual meetings, 
we recommend to the severa.l bodies in the country the way and 
means to the severr.l reforms. The Honourable Baa Bahadur 
Ra.nade ha.s sa.id so much on this head on various ocoasions, 
tha.t it i. superfluous to dwell any more on this. It now on}y 
rernaiU for me respectfully to request you to keep the work of 
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social reform A-going throughout the yell4', a.nd not turD to it 
ouly when the Aunnul Conference meeth, 

The Seventh Social Conference-Dewan Narendra 
Nath's Address. 

LADIES ANf> GnNn.~·1rIgN,-I must thank you for the honour 
that you have conferred upon me by 8electingme as your Presi­
dent. I confe"s I find roYS€1f unwort,hyof presiding over I;hc 
deliberations (If t>uch all august llssembly as I find here to-day, 
a.nd I wish your belectlOn bad fullen 011 an abler person. 

Nothing conc\uces mOTe to vigorous acL:on and to It 

CODcentrH ted R £1pllclIl ion of our' euel'gies than a clear under­
stltndillg (If the nltlUle of the work we set before ollrselvea. It 
is not difficult to find an answer to the question which in t1lfJ 
word~ of the Honout'libll:l 'Mr. Ranade ' is often asked by those 
who take credit to themseh'es for superior wisdom' as to tbe 
object of that part of the annual gathering whioh meets bere to­
dliY, The nn.wer il'l cover'ed by a couple of words' Socia.l Reform.' 
Bvery one hils a fail Iy COl'rellt llotion of what is inoluded in tbese 
word II, but, it will not be ami .. s to attempt something like an 
analysi'l of the idea!! which thea'e words convey. It is impossi­
ble til give a IOlliclt1 defillition ()f Boeiltl reform, whicb may have 
different meaningll in different countries and uuder diitel'ent 
circumstances, III Dr'iti!lh India, under this head we inolllde, 
rerorms of such institnt.iollS as are Dot directly oonv~l'Bant 
with the amelioration of our ~piritl1al and religion Dature,­
reforms which have tor their direct sanction tbe atrength of 
publtc opillion and wh wh aN enfolced by 80cial approbation 
and disapprobation, as distir.ct from those introduced and 
enfor'ced hy politioal authority, 

Evel'sluoe the time tbat Governmental fuuotions become 
other than purely milita.ry, t he Government of each conntry and 
na.tion ha,,,, ullifor'mly dir'ectad its at.tention to the 8uppntUlion of 
& oertain cl"'~N of evil!!. This 01&81'1 by a snccessive process.of 
agf'lJ hits come to be l'egarded &s a separate one oy iwe1f. lJut 
'With the exC'eptioll of the prominenoe gil'ell to this elul Of evils, 
",hiGh bas aJ.Wa}'1 been regarded u the fit subject 01 ~tftw, 
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there is no radical alld essential difi'erenec hetwt'en them and 
the evils which are Bnppressild by nn opinion of the maj0l1ty 
cxpresl!ed in the form of social opprobrium. Even 1 he rules of 
socia.l etiquette, which fire applu ently Fa dibtinct f1'011l lawR 
properly so called, deal with mattHR which ('1I\)lIot be separated 
by any hard and fast lint's from m"ftpIs dealt v.ith hy our laws. 
You can eastly imagine how 11 course of (:Imdllct, v. bieb wonld 
be only an offenel! against the l'nlt·s of etiql1(ltte, hy sliji(ht 
changes which intl·odnce no new elt'ment, ('oml's to be regarded 
as an act agaillst which the instrument!l.lily of our CIIUl'tS CliO be 
brought into exercise. The quektion is ollly oue of a fitnt'RS of 
things, of the proportion betw(l£'n meflllR to bo empl(,yt'o alld 
ends to be achieved. The magnitude of the evil to he f<upprf'ss­
ad has to be weighted ago,jnst thf.l el'ilfl ill1<epllrable front em­
ploying legislation al'! a remedy. Whether it is possible to 
create a public opiuion in 0111' favour lIud 10 achieve by I'xortll­
tion aud advice what would other'wi"e be Ilttllinf'd by more 
stringent measurefl,-whether it. if! wOl,1,1I while to ab!l.lidon ollr 
self-help and reduce 9urselvt's by one fUI tI,l'll' step as automa­
tons in the hands of Oovernmf'nt-are queRtions which we 
should put to O1lf'selves befol'~ deciding to Fe~k the help of 
legislation. There is however no tOllch'Rtone which we clln 
employ 8.8 a test to distillguj,.h the evils, to tI,e ~nppression of 
which legislation can be directed, from othbr e\ ilF!. 

Circumstances have brought n'! into c'ontHct with a. nlltion 
in whose social institutions, "p .. aking w·neraJl,v. !l.re rt·fIt'otcd 
all the intellect1l8.1 nnd moral traits which diRtio!/,l1lSh the 
civili8l\tion of the West from the CIvilisation of the East. A 
stern regaI'd for the reahties of life as 0rpo-ed to a vliin pur­
suit after tra.osQenaental myst,eries arid a tendency to regard all 
human beings as entitled to cla.im and exprche equal rights 
and privileges 8S human beings 8S oppolled to the enrourage­
m8nt of a. domination ot the 8t,1'ODl."er Clfl'llJ over the weakf.r­
Il.l'e, I\m,ODltst otberP, the main chara.rter;Rtics of tbe infllHtn­
ti()a, "'bioh are plaoed bttfore us for imitation. 1 do not enter 
into the r8CoDdite prohlem, or hiator,v, whether the anta~oDi8m 
'W~ t ha.ve described would exist, if our priatilre iostitutiOll • 
..",.,.b,:. taagical procelS :revived. Bat that snoh "n anfJa.goD. 
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ism exists now admits of no doubt, whilst it is equally 
undoubted that we are au Eastern nation and that we are not 
a barbarous people. I will prt'sently discuss whether the charac­
teristic'! of the Western institutions, which I have above 
described, are worthy of our imitation. 

But let me first invite your attention to the peculiar 
oircumstances of our position. According to au eminent his­
torian of the present day. tbe experiment whirh is being tried 
by the BritiRh nation in India is one uuprecedented in 
history. He says this with l'eference to politics, but the 
remark applief; with equal force to tho changes in the whole 
moral fabric of our sooiety, which are being worked at the 
present day. Never before within memorable hit<tory did one 
nation having a progresRive civilisation come into contact with 
another nation having a defunct and stat,ionary civ:lieation, in 
the relation of rulers and ruled, with prospects of the perma­
nence of that relation backed np by a desire on both SIdes for 
its permanence. In infusing therefore a spirit of the West 
into our social institutions we have facilities and diffioulties 
that are peouliarly our own, and tbese arise from the fact that 
we are a civilised and not a barbarous nation, though our 
civilisation is now defunct. The facilities are all intellectual, 
a.nd the difficulties are all moral. \Ve have had a language, the 
perfection of which is simply a marvel to those who study it; 
we have had a religion which to say the lea.Rt is capable of 
assuming a most scientific and a moIt'ltheiBcic garb; and we 
have had a !lode of laws which is remarkable for the consis­
tency with which its principles are worked lIut through its vari­
ous branohes. Much of all this is lost, but in all the vicissitudes, 
throllgh which we bave passed, we have retained onr intellec­
tual capacity. Therefore so far as the apprehension of an idel\ 
-even the mo~t advanced-is concerned, we are not behind 
&Jly nation; but when the question COIlUIS. to carrying these 
Jdi:!u ,into practice our chief difficulty commences. All human 
beings a.re iuteUectlla.Hy mf)t'e flexible the-n morally, but the 
fact that we ha.ve certain i'R~titutions amongst us founded on It 

st.ate 9f sOPl~~, wh\ch was adl!liitedly ~he foremost in oivilisa­
tion at one time, marks a cert,in stagtl of inte~lEl(ltlla.l t\.d_J:).O~· 
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ment, and gi I'es us intellectually an advantage OVPl" otal'rs 
who have to learn the very first lesRons of civilisation, 
and beca.use these institutions Rre tbe herita,Sle of a civilisll­
tion, nIl oonsistenL wit,h one II110thtlr and based on prin­
ciples, wbich by il)ftullncfl of ages bave become a part and 
pafcelof our nature, it is all the more difficult to chRnge them. 
The changes tbat we are to under~o are not tbose incident to 
the growth of an orgamsm, but those incident to a metahlOI'­
phosis which takes pla<>6 when one kind of organiRm chnnges 
mta another kind of organism,-whcn one ac'.!uRtomed to live 
nnder It certain habitat into another hving' under It different 
habitat. We bave It double process to under,Slo,-we have net 
only to put, on It new garb but til take oft the old one as well. 
People of most other ('ountl ies, in which civill'!ation i'l being 
spread by J~uropean influence, have only to exchange savagery 
rUl civili~lJ.tio)]. which it' many respects i'l A. much easier process. 

There is another inlellectnal advantage, which we possesl'! 
evon over the nations foremost in the scale of civilisation and 
to which 1 have not referred. A new mode of conduct 01' lhing 
fltrikes only to the most original and adnnced minds amongst 
them. But we are spared the pains and troubles of originality, 
The discovery is made by the t hinkel's of the West, and we have 
only to grasp and a.pprehend the idea for which, as J have 
shown, we ha...e II. distinct advant&.ge over many other people. 
Modell of me in advance of the ft~e are more commonly 
known n.mongst IlS than even amongst the foremost nationEi of 

I<Jurope. Hence it is that in no other nation do ,,'e discover 80 

many instances of indivlduals ill WHom a wide divergence of 
beliefs fl'om aut .. is to be found. We &re not behiud any other 
nM-ion in the virtue Qf moral courage, but owing to .he 
peonliar circ1lnista.nces of 0111' position, we Ilave intelJeetpIII 
aQvantages and morAl difficulties, whidl other .. have not. To 
giv(t J'I.lU l\.n insta.nce, it doell not l .... quire a very high Of'der 
of J)l8flta.l (lalibre to gtasp and apprehend the ll16ienDB8S ~ 
evtln the perniciousoeSfl of the institulion of cBste with its 
manifold divialoll. and flIlb-divIsiOllil. But you can vny wen 
rea\~ the moral diftiolslltili& ibM .. knd ill Ont' "ay of .,..n 
ilt~tlf'd9vj .. til\g from these 'l'if«i nws. A f~iper itt II$to ... d. 

\ 9Q 
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tid, when an iutelligent Hindu who is able to talk with sense 
snd ability on all the topics of the day, declines to accept a cup 
of tea. from him. He mORt, thiuk that the Hindu has some 
extraordinary mental or moral weakness But neither of thelle 
aeceptions is true. 'fhe H iodu understandR tbat abstinen('e 
from eating and drinking with foreigners Iii It practice which 
should be abandoned and he does display a certain amount of 
moral weakne~s in not llctlllg up to hiS ('onvictions, but no 
extraordinary weaknesFl. Courage is to be measured by thf. 
amount of self-sacrifice which !I person is prepared to undergo, 
and the foreigner has no idea of th", fate which ItwaitR his friend 
for breaking his caste rules. To the Hindu it means excommu­
nication or social death,-notbing short of a kind Gf martyrdom 
How many in other nations are prepar(jd to undeo'go such fin 
extreme form of pUllishment? Very few, not more than thcse 
who among'!t ourselves, can most aptly be styled martyrs £01 

the cause of social reform. Excommunlcation or cessation of 
commensality and intermarriage is a pnnishment quite unknown 
in the West, and a Europcan has 110 idea of tho moral courage 
which It Hindu requires in Older 10 break his caste rnlel;. 
Those in' favour of established ('ustoms can easily take to 
themselves the credit of having the courage of their convictiotlS, 
but it is a courage which hardly deserves the name. 

From these consideration'! follow two conclusions whi('h 
&t:e worthy of your attention' 1st, that we stl!nd more in ne';ld 
of organised action than of mere thought and speculation, all'l 
if we have to exercise our thinking faculty, it is lIOt so much in 
discovering new modes of sooial hfe as in considering }raw we 
a;re to introdnce them, and 2nd, that we must proceed very 
gra.dnally, seeing at every moment j hat" old order ohangeth 
giving place t.o new." We are not cbanging chaos for order, 
bUt an old regime for a new one, and w(> have to take care tbal 
we do not in the proooss introduce RnarcllY for a regime which, 
how8'Vel" U1-snited ma.y be its principles to ODt' present reqnire­
menta, still possesses the adva.ntages of an ·~a.nised system. 
Th_ is much force ill the ob~ctjon whioh. the ..,.,illM'8.of all 
reform mo..-emeats urge against the necessary evil. of. .. ~P8i-
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tional stage, and we should Rpal'e no pains in seeing that these 
evils are reduced t.o It minimum. 

}'rom these preliminary considerations I now proceed to 
the main subject. 'l'he Honourable Mr. Ramkali Chaudhllri, 
the President of t he Sixth Soeial Conference, gives an exhaus· 
tive lillt of the subjects that alO mcludfd in our programme 
of social reform, These are ., infant marriage, extravagant 
expenses attendant on marriages and certnin othflr cfremonies, 
prohibition of widow-remaninge, polygamyaud prohibition of 
ioter-marriagf, disfigurement Itll(l uther discomtorts to which 
widows are subjected, money ('onsldel'ations for Wllich girls art) 
given in marriage, ann seclu810JI of women:' On the 
evils of infant-marriagti I wish to say notlJing , this is a subject 
which J think may fairly be IlRsumrd 1,0 have passed the stage of 
c()utroversy, Prohibltion of inter-marriage ill ulso a subject 
which I proposp to leave untouched, as I think, I will ha.ve 
,.,ufficiently tried your patience, WIth the diRcussion of other 
subjects with whICh I vropose to deal. 'rI.o I'pmainingsubjeota 
then may be classIfied under two heads: removal offemale dis­
abilities under our social laws, and curtailment of expenses oq 
ma.rriage and other ceremonies, and r wish ttl Bay It few words 
about each, 

First as to the removal of fema.le disabilities, If you look 
at the hi&tory of human progress you will find that one chief 
trait by which its successive steps are charaeterised is the 
gradua.l assertion of the principl~ that all human beings as such 
have equal rights and privileges, This principle bas been 
slowly making a triumph over the opposite one of • might 
is I'ight.' 'LoVe thy neigh hour as thou !ovest thyself.' • D9 
unto oturs as t.llou Wooldst be dODe by' said a great moral 
}>t'tI~ber and religious reformer 1900 .\ earS a~o, O~ 
give up the doctrine or eqUlI.lity of lights of all human 
beings e.nd assel't that physical force ought to deterrniD4,l! 
the sa.periority of rights and you undermine the very 
foatulation 1)£ morality. }\tr wllat I'emain!! of the )a.ws of pro­
PJilt'Aiy is that the stronger neighhour by mere dint of physu-.a.l 
fCWC8 is allowed to hav~ every a.dvantage OVQ1' tbe weaker, and 
to .,urp what be1Qugs tu huu, The laws of CQlI~a.ct ,-,ill:be 
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reduoed to 0. mere mockery, if the stronger promisee were to 
break with impunity the promises made to the woaker promisor, 
Pa&sing from individuals to groups of individuals or nations, 
we find that tho same principle ha" gradually established itself. 
There was a time when the sil'onger' "latIOns used to invade 
and pluDder tlJeil' weaker' neighbour~. The inroads of NadIr 
Shah and his followers Bre still painfully fresh in OIH' rnemorie~. 
At the present day we tind thai 'amon>\st the Civilised natiolls of 
Europe, one of tho cal diulll pllllCiples of international morality 
is t.hat. no Jlatiol1 shall iuntde it'i weaker neighbour for purpose .. 
of self-aggrandiRemelll. ConqueEts Itre permissible in self­
defenoe and for the !'till wort hl('r, though very often ostensible 
object of spreading- civilisation. IJeaving ItRide tlle code of 
morality that guides the conduct, towards each other of Rueh 
two groups as at'e fit to be ('ailed Ilutions, -we find thAt by thl' 
abolition of Rlave trade all civilised llations of the world hftv~ 
l'eClogllised that oce chief duty of every human being is to re­
ga.r·d every othel' humall being as having some claims to equali­
ty in the exercise of some of the essential functions of human 
tlxistl;Jnce. To corne nearer horne, what induces us to demand 
from 0111' rulers who are in every way stronger than ourselve8 
a rf'dress of certain grievanoes,-a redress ~hich chiefly C011-

sists in establislling ('quality between the rulers and the ruied !' 
And what, may I further ask, Jeads ODr rulers to make gradual 
concessions to our demands jI Is it not a silent belief on 
both sides t,hat a tyranny of the strong over the weak 
is a rule of the past P Liberalism in politics and consel· 
vat;sm in social reform. at least so far as the rights of 
women are concerned, is an ~noma]y a.nd is explioable only 
upon the hypothesis that t.hose who profess these inconsistent 
creeds entertain too high an opinion of everything belonging to 
themselves-too lliglt all opinion of their institutions alld too 
lligh (which of Couise includes if you so choose a Humoiatltly higb) 
opinion of their rights and privileges. In lllQ,iming eqllality 
for our women we do notliinK more than pusb by que more step 
the principle of equality, which yon havesee1t b!1.8 making.Doees­
Si\"8 inroads on the opp08iee one of d~mioation by ptt1':~1 
fOl'eet alld to which aU the civilised nations of the .a" ~.,.. 
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yielded and yielded with immel1f>e benefit to the huma.n race. 
NOlle of YOIl is prepared to admit that we sbould revive the 
slave trade, or that we I>hollId ollce more allow thaI, it is proper 
for tbe stronger nntions to im'ade nnd plunder the weaker, or 
that it will conduce to hllmall welfare to dl'ive away altogether 
t he notion of equality from our la .... II cJ property and of contracts, 
and least of It II will JOu admit the jUf>t,lce of the pTinciple that 
by sword have ODr rulers cQllquE'red India, and by sword they 
Ilbould maintain it and treat Uq as sJav('~ But when a further 
aooession to that same principle, the I>ubversion of which will 
restore a state of things at which every olle will shudder, is 
claimed, the demand IS resiRted. 

l'l1e1'e is llOwever nothing strange amI WOlldet ful in this. 
In all departments of human knowledge aull ('onduct the on­
ward mltT'ch of every progressive principle i~ resisted at every 

Rtt'P in the same way Look nt the manner in \vhich the domain 
of science has gradually increased. III t,he opinion of Socrates 
a search into pbY'lics and 8.'lironomy. say., a hi!ltOl'ian, was not 
cOllsidered within the domain of soiE-nce, but was looked upon 
as Impious. A similar reproach if! even at tl1e present day 
made against au attem!lt to bring social phenomena within the 
domain of science. Another instance of an opposition against a 
progressive principlll is afforded by the lJistory of religion, in 
which all attempts to drive out the ant hropoUlorphic tendency 
have been met with resistance at every step. The most wonder­
ful part of the opposition is that no le'>son is taken from the 
past experience of the human ra~e; it is not recognised tllat in 
the past similar struggles were mad~ which l11'e now admitted 
to ua'Ve been unwj~. 

Now, ladies, and gentlemen, what mOle can be stud in 
favollr of a pt'inciple and it' derogatiou of it" opposite than that. 
It forms the very fuuudll.ti«<>u of our mornlity. Dut, say ollr 
advel'$a.ries, all human beings Ilrc not equal in power and capa­
city, and therefore it is preposterous to claim equality of rIgbts 
for all of tbem. None can <leuy that lmmau heings differ 
tnllch /1'O1ll. one another in powers lind capacities. I am not 
going to enter into the ct.mirovers! whether absolute equa.litl 
of nth_ \Iar aU ill eVElry respect is possible or desirable. The 
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co.ntl'oversy is foreigo to my purpose. But 00 the otber haRd, if 
lluma.o progl'esll has not taken the direction just the opposite 
of that '" bicl! it bhould h&.ve taken, llO one will assert that 
iuferiority of powel's justifie'i Itn utter annihilAtion of rights. 
Not even the mOflt conservative tyrant will have the courage to 
affirIll that, onr women Rhould be oonvel ted into marketable 
c:onuuoditie!ol, and that we sh(\uld !I'lve power' of life and death 
ove1' them, 'What thell is the golden me,ltl between thelic two 
extreme", which, It!. we bave seen, are both equally unacceptable? 
:1.'06 only ('r'iterion, which I think we can employ in determini'lg 
the l·iguts alld privdeges of a certain claH'l wlle'J ccnsidered i'l 
connection with their' POWEll'S ancl capacities, is that rightb 
should be commensurate with powers.-that t!te measure of 

right shoilid be the mea.slIre of powel' and capac,ty. By tllis 
process we al'I'lVe at t.hat principle, which forms the founda.tiou 
of all our Political and ~loral Philosophy, viz., tha.t every 
humlLll beir,g should be allowed the il'ee exercise ot his power, 
with 1 be usual proviso tl.a.t the exercise should be (,'ullsistet.t 
with the harmonious development of all other POWN'S and with 
a similar exercise of those powerR on the part of others, Now, 
la.dit>s and gentlemen, what rights do we claim for our sisters ? 
'fhe right of re-marriage for widows, the right of free move· 
ment, and the right of intellectual advnncerneut, Call anyone 
assert that women bave not the powers and capacities for tbe 
exercise of these rights, 01' that their exet'cise arrests the 
harmonioDs development of other' powerl:!, or' tbat it is twt 
pOl'sible Sf) to arrange that the e}..erciRb of these powers may be 
consistent with s, tlimilar exercise ,m thl:l part of pthers P 011 
the oontrary the present state of our females degrades thern 
frop-! the pORition of human beings to tbat of mAre machines,-­
dWllrfs ,and stuuts what is noblest and highest in :puman nature. 
for no intelledual advancement is possible with 80 many re­
strictions of movement as we impose on onr women, 

But, BayoUI' opponents, there are evils in removing thr 
disabilities of females, and that a removal of them will inter­
fere wi~h the development of their moral llature. Before 
prpceeding to consider these evils, let me point Ollt to ,)'011 nne 
dang't'l' which we should guard against, while f!11'~*Jl.D 
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opinion on the merits alld deml'l'its of every kind of innO'l'atioo. 
In the belrinning of this address I mentioned incidentally of 
the inflexibility of onr mornl nature, OIlP lllo1al sentiments 
are formed by the influent'e of opHlion~ and ldeus wllieh we lutve 
imbibed ft'om our childhood, We judge of evel'y new movement 
presented to us in the light of sel1timent" which have been form-ed 
in It state of society ineollsi~teJlt with the existence of eirr'UJin­
Mauces which themoYcmf'nt advocated proposeR to bring abont. 
~'I'om our V{'I'Y inflll.(·y we have bern I1ccustomed WhPll deciding 
hetween the re~pl~ctive e1aims of males and femalt:s to pat all 
advantages 011 the 1>ide of maIer; alld all disadvltntoQ'es on the 
Ride of femalel';,-to put fL high VfLllle 011 o Ill' adVllutagec< and to 
think lightly of the sacrifices to wllich we subject the fair sex. 
'rhis process whon diRcnRsingthe qnf'stion of the equality of the 
lights of women must be abandoned, for to adopt it would he 
t.o commit the fallacy so well known to all foltndent!, of I.4ogic by 
the technical name of l)ptitio prinripii. 

Bearing this precaution in milld and lakinl2' first the evils 
of widow-remarriage I defy nlly one to point Ollt a smglo f'vil, 
and I will show him a corresponding evil to exist in the re­
marriage of widowers. Why is the latter permitted P If the 
(·ombined prayer of all of us nssemblec1 here to-day ('ould COli­

vert Illlman beings iuto angels alld make them free from all 
desires and want!', to which they are subject, ] would be as gllld 
to lead the congregation liS I feel honoured to-day to preside 
Over your delihel'ations, and then we could by Ol1e stroke 
abolish the Te-marriage of both widows and widowers, Bllt 
alas this ill impossible! 

It is preposterouR to Ray that certain morn I virtues are 
semIred by compulsory widowbood. 'l'he elise is vel'y often 
just the reverse. But assuming for the sake of argnment that 
they are secul'ed, is no account t.o be taken of the miseries II.nd 
the privations t.o which widows are subjeoted P The misfor­
tune of It Hindll woman hecoming a widow does not only uon­
RiRt in t,he 108s of a hllsoo.nd, very often her Bole protector in 
this world, but in the tmin of miseri.es and pr1vat1ons which 
lllust follow in a. complete renol1ncement of all the pleasures of 
thillWo'fMJltld in short in a compulsory asceticism. For otherwise 
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her position becomes more dt'grading in ot11erll.nd mOl'8 importa.nt 
1·8RpectH. No lUorahst to wl.atever scbcl)! he may beloug will 
atfjl'w tha.t misery aud suffering are cOlll'omituuts of virluou .. 
actions, and tha.t a couI'se it! to be 1't'l'onmeuded as virtuoub 
which b~illgs more miselY and sulfering than happineslo, '1'0 Ii 
utilitarian the Idea of securil'g virtue by I~ttempts, which entail 
a.n amount of tl,l\sery outweighing the happinl'ss le~ulting from 
tohe so-called vIrtue, wonld be as ab'lurd nnd false as the idea 
which prompts tha miser to pas'! hi'! life in misery and to 1101'1e 

up money, knowing that wealth is des1l'!thle [Jot for itR own 
f<lI.ke bllt for the enloyment whICh it is the mean'! of proC'uring. 

Let u'! now ('onhlder im' a few moment'! tlte objections 
whieh are urjoCed again .. t female t'mfl,ncipatlOn, bnt hefore doing 
80 let me explain what 1 mean by this phrase. An ldea cognatl' 
to that of equality 1'1 the Ide!!. of lIberty. Whde 1 l'efrained 
from expl'tl'l1"ing' an Opll1lOll 011 the questIOn of absolute equality, 
I have no lleRitatioll in !>!tyin!! that absolute liberty of nction can 
aud will never be permItted, For tbt' welfare of huma.nity Romp 

laws must tlXl"t, ILnd ev£>ry law impheR a IestrictlOD of lIberty 
Wha.t is objected to by 118 is all mequahty of law-Inws im­
poliing many restrirtionr. on one class and few on the other. 

I ba\"e ne\'er been tl) Ji]ngland and l'a\e never moved in 
Engli&11 Rociety. I nm therefore unable to forln an e-xact. 
idea. of the restriction-, which in plllee of our Purdah system 
exist ill J~ng1ibh sOCIety, regulating the association of flla-Ies 
with females. Bllt there i~ no doubt thl\t Mma restrictioflS I'lf 
t.he sort do exist. ~;very one of YOIl is familiar y,ith what 1011 

"e marked on Ra.ilwlIY Cla.rrial\a~ 'For Ladies only.' It i-, 
as YOll know, a.n offence u~ldt'r Ule Railwrty Act for a maltl 
pusenger to travel in a cA.rria.ge reserved for females~ 

If I were given the privilege of framing a code of social 
rules regarding the associa.tion of males with "malell. J 
would ma.ke olle of which Ule cardinal principle canld b$CQQc!J, 

ad in 80me IlDeh word$ Il'I f he followillg : -lJet no a.dal~ 'nalo 
or f.male enjoy the s90iety ot' company of t,h. opposi~ .ex el[­
oept in the presence of lli.. OJ.' hel;' rel~jon$. I 1.\0 1lt4~ ,that 
ttun'e could be MIt t'eMo'nltble objeet;on tl) thi, ~~" llt 
rIves 110 unfair ajva.~~ to one "~1Qv"~" tt~jes 



JIl.j THE PRESIDENTIA.L ADDRESSES. 161 

equal liberty as well as restriction of Hberty to both. It does 
not a.t't'8st the development of anything that is good and noble 
in human nature, nor do I see t hat it is open to the objection 
of irnVTactioa.bility. It is possible to enCore'e It strict observance 
of it by creating a. strong public opinion and moral sentiment 
in fa.vonr of it. A few words mora will make this clearer. In 
what does our Purdah system essentia.lIy consiRt? It consists 
in the seclusion of wom~n from men by the former being con. 
fined within the four walls of Zenana. Hiding the face is 
not its principal featnre. There are many respectable societies 
in which the rule of drawing a veil over the face is not observ. 
ed. but which keep their females in the Zenana, and do not in 
any way regret the absence of that rille. People hH.ve an exag­
gera.ted notion of the potency of the ZenaulL sY$tem in securing 
the seclusion of women from men. To no other mode of confine. 
ment do the words of thA poet:-

, Strong walls do not a. prIson maIm. 
Nor iran bars a cago ' 

apply with greater force than to ollr Zenana. There are no 11811-

tinels sta.nding a.t the door of every Zenana any more than there 
are a.t the doors of those who do not observe the sYRtem. Nor is 
there .. ny dyna.mite placed at the threshold of every fema.le 
apartment of respectable India.ns liable to expillde whenever 
there is an attempt at an i!lgress or egress. A person who 
wantonly enters within the four walls of a Zenana. without an 
intent to intimidate, insult, annoy or commit an offence is not 
liable to prosecution under our lawil, and if he does enter the 
Zenana with any of these intentions, he is as much guilty of 
trespass as he would be if he were to enter the Mardin' under 
Simil8ol' oircums~nces. The Zenana system therefore has no phy. 
aicalOl'legal sanctlou at the present day. In tbe absence of 
a.U these fol'Ce8, what is it then that prevents a gentleman who 
is a stranger ftoD1 going into tbe Zenana, or a lady fron1 coming 
Ollt ot it. P It is nothing more than a fear of public opiniol) or 
JJ)oral sentiment .1lgendered by the force of early edaO&bion * habit. h aeouring the separation of one aex from tbe 
~t'.by ~t4u~.. pllblio opinion in favour of the prirtQiple 
~iatlM above. we do not 8I1b.titnte an incorpo~ thit.g 

" 
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such as So moral sentiment for a corporeal alld tangible obstael0 
snch as 1 he walls of the Zenana appear to be at .first sight, but 
only one moral sentiment in plnce of anotht.r, whilst we remove 
the inequitous domination of one sex over the othE'r. 

There are other instances too In our experience, in which 
we see that by the spread of nivilisation and enlightenment a 
moral sentiment serves the same purpose as a strong masonry 
wall. Not to go far, even in the town of Lahore. you will find 
that the honses of all the members of the old gentry of Sikh 
times are built within the city ill such a style as to defy all 
attempts of intruders and kORpassers. In plac(' of these we 
find re&pectable gentlemen of the present day, most of whom 
fill as high a position in society as some of the old rStis(>q did in 
their times, building houses outside of the city, entry into 
which could be made by a flimsy door that could be fe,reed opal! 
by a strong kick from a stalwart Sikh In Presidency towns and 
in Simla we find that even the shop" of jewellers are protect­
ed only by doors having large glass panes. Nothing of the port 
is possible in Afgbanistban or even in British torritory in 
some of the frontier towns. All this is dlle to the strong' 
development of a moral sentiment which respects the law of 
private property and public peace. Is it not then possible that 
by a Rimilal' development of another moral sentiment we may 
attain without giving any undue advantage to one class over 
another, that whIch we now at/tain by subjecting our women t<:> 

a miRerable kind of slavery? 
A fltock objection of all opponents of innovations is that 

the new rule of condnct proposed is liable to be abused. To 
such of OUI' conservative friends as take an optimistic view of 
the present state of our society, I h/l,ve nothing to say beyond 
appealing to the past experience of m"nkind, which shows 
that evel'y change haR been liable to abuse and that if there 
had been no change, there could have been no progrell8. But 
to those who think that ollr present condition stands in need of 
reform, the simple answer is: guard Against tbe abuse. In 
the present caSt! the ad vacates of 8st.a.bliBhed custom) give a 
very plallsible form to their objection. They flay everT ~ 
follows the cotmie of least resistance; fema.)e eJIl,&lIcipa.UOll ... y 
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be oarried to an ex.tent to which it exists in English 8ociet.y and 
this is an evil. Well, as 1 have said at the outset, I have nu 
personal knowledge of the state of Englidh society,-there may 
be some evils arnongst them. Some of tbe modes of theil- socia.l 
u.musement do appear to Uti to be objectionable. But it is not 
impossible to avoid them. Dr'inking prevails very commonly 
amongst Europeans Mud was imitated by a. very large number 
of the earlier batch of our edu.cated men. But within the last 
ten years much good has been done by Temperance Societies, 
and, I think, I can say without any fear of contradiction t.hat 
within this period our schools and colleges have turned out 
men a large majority of whom are teetotalIst's. Once admit 
that the priuoiple, which I havfl enunciated above as forming 
the basis of our future l:Iocial code, is a sound one nnd you can 
avoid overdoing it as well al:l underdoing' it. 

No slage of the advancement of human civilisation comes 
within my mental view, in which we will have to change this 
principle. If it is not observed in English sOCIety (whioh I am 
inclined to think is not cOlTect,-only I cannot speak with 
aut.llOrity for want of personal knowledge), it is a mistake to 
believe that the extent of liberty whioh prevails amongst them, 
is an outcome of the advance of civilisation. :Freedom of 
movement has been enjoyed by J<Jnglish women ever since the 
dawn of British civilisation, and, so far as I am aware, thero 
have been 110 accessions to this liberty with the advanoe of 
civilisation. Some of their customs, which appear to us to be 
objectionable, are the prodllct of peculiar circumstances, have 
existed amongst them for a. Jon~ tiWfl, aud by no means indicate 
a particular sba.ge of civilir.a.tion, in the same way as our 
Zenana. system wa~ impot'ted under peculiar circumRtances and 
is not a mark or any particllJar state of intellectual and moral 
&dvancement. 

What I have described above is the ultimate goal which 
we mean to reach in our onward march in socia.! progre'8. 
Wbat particl1mr steps should be taken by each society is &, 

question whioh bas to be det.ermined with the greatest WilldQl'D, 
prec",.tion and forethought, and with a special l'8ga,rd tQ t~e 
ciretamSt~ Qf that society; for in no other de~t of 
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social progreB'i is a defiance of public opinion more inJurious, 
and iu no other department is liberty Ott & certain principle 
liable to be abused for liberty without any principle. 

YOIl will be amused to hear certain rules of etiquette 
in our society based on I~n extreme refinement of the ideas 
connected with Ollr Rystem of the seclusion of women from 
men,-a refinement which is sometimes inconsistent with the 
not,ionR of purity, which ought to permeate all our concept.ions 
about conjugal relationship. A husband does not speak with 
Ilis wife in the presence of his elders. In convers,tion it is 
against decorum to speak of the wife of another person, the 
word' houRe' is nsed inlltead of wife. In the Multan district 
when a gentleman enquires about the health of his friend's wife, 
lIe does llot even usc the word house, but Didlai or entrance to 
the Zenana. The enquire1' dares Dot even in imagination ent .... 
the house, but falls sh01 t of it at the very threshold. In such 
I!ocieties the emancipation of females would indeed be 8. 'big 
jump,-a. sudden change as impossible as it would be undel!lir­
able. I would suggest that in societies, in which no education 
ill given to females, some education may be given, Qnd in other8, 
in wbich eduoation is already given, auad\"anced course of edu­
cation may be introduced. If you develop the intellectual 
power, there will naturally be a dema.nd for the exercise of the 
power. Make your sisters capable of understanding the world, 
a.nd they will, as a consequence, require to he allowed to mo'VO 
about and see the world. Not only this, but inculcate a. taste 
for knowledge, and the desire for it which is the most insatia­
ble of all other desires will grow, until it. will be impossible to 
satisfy it without slackening tae restraints that exist at present. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have detained you long on the 
subject of female disabilities-though perbaJ>B not longer than 
the importance of the subject justified, and I will now say a. 
few words on the curtailment of expenses on marriage and 
other ceremonies. A few months ago my friend Pundit 
Shiv Narain, Pleader of Jullundhat·, wrote a niee little book 
on the subject of social reform amOltgst lCasbmiri PuaditB, 
a community to which he and 1 hue the h01:lOnr to Wcmt. A 
greater part of the book is devoted to pl'OpOAl. for .... 1lClUr ex* 
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penditore on varions ceremonies. A friend of mine wrote on 
the back of it a couplet, which with slight altel'ations in tba 
second line to snit the rllyme stood thus :--

, Karo aish 0 ushrat ko apme zal"a kam. 
Ki manen nasayeh tUD~ hanke bhlbam,' 

which means; reduce your luxuriell, before you expect ns to fol. 
low your advice. A fe", days later, I had occasion to talk with 
another friend of mine on the bubject, and he said in prose 
wha.t is expressed above in poetry. Our effort>! art:> pl\rtly mis­
understood. ' Never a borrower but a lender be' is the prmciple 
which we mean to inculcate for all kinds of bnsiness. We do 
not recommend extravagance in anything, A person who ex­
pends more than his income on the ordinary comforts of life, is 
IlS unwise as the person who incurs debts on marriage cere­
monies, but our efforts are specially directed to reduction of tlX. 

penses on the latter, because in . respectable circles debts are 
more generally incurred on celebr'ation of marriages and other 
oeremonies than on comfortable living, and there H; a great dis­
proportion in the minds of the people between the i mpm tllDee 
of living comfortably and of making a show on ceremonies. To 
pass yea.rs under misery and in a tstate below what your means 
CaD. command in order that you may be able to spend five or 
six days in a life-time wrth pomp and show is a. peculiar mode 
of employing your resources to the best advantage and of secur­
ing the greatest amonnt of happiness. Our contentions can be 
summed up in three sentences-never outlive your means, 
reduce your expenditure nuder one head and increase it under 
the other, and see if yon are happier. In fix:ing scales of 
eXpeDl!Ie8 for the marriages of our daughters, we lllilst not 
however lose sight of the fact that under our present Jaws 
daughters inherit in ,ery few cases, and that the dowries 
given on their marriages form the principal part of their 
}>er8onaJ property. Large dowries within the means of the 
}>ersona giving them are not to be deprecatflti in societies in 
which early betrothal is followed by marriage at an ap a.t 
which the bridegroom though past minority has not entered the 
l'iorid ..,d h. not. begun to earn bis own livelihood. 

ltich men in aU societies fo~ always an influentia.l QI .. , 
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whose example is looked up to and followed by all the rest. It 
is therefore v~ry lIeoesllary that if tht<y 'Sympa.thise wit,b onr 
efforts to reduoe expel,set! in socia.l ceremonies and if they 
realise that their poorer bl'ethl'en suffer by the disproportion 
that exi"ts in our ideas betwtlen the il1lportance of living oom­
for·ta.bly and of making /I, bhow on c81'etnvllies, they should be a 
little more frugal t ban is strictly justifiable by their means. 
Fot, often a morbid activity has to be checked by showing somo 
unusual ellergy in the display of a healthy activity, whicll 
counteracts the morbid one. 

Ladies aud gentlemen, I have now to say a very few words 
Oll the funotions of this Social Conference, and I have finished. 
This assembly, which oonsists of the representatives of different 
societies whose cil'cnmstancell, needs and requirements are more 
Ot' less dIfferent, meets only once a year. It partakes thet'efOl'e 
of t,he character of a representative body. It affirms oer·tain 
principles, the working of whICh ir; left to the various Commit­
tees. 'l'he proper work of the Conference is to enunciate 
certain principles and to see that the Committees try to work 
them ont,.-in short to guide the work of subordinate worlcillg 
bodios. In the words of our veteran reformer we meet here' to 
take stock of Ol1e ycar's achievements.' If by meet.inll once 
a year and passing a Dumbel' of resolutions we are able to 
awaken the representatives of different communities to a sense 
of their work, we achieve much. 'l'he subjeot of the organisa­
tion of the Conference on a provisional baRia will come up before 
the meetIng, The chief difficulty is that in each province, 
there are different communities, each at a different stage of 
advanoement. Some communities,-perhaps all, except some ad· 
vanced religioDH communihes,-will be start.1ed at tbe very 
name of widnw re·m.arrja~e or female education, but there are 
two vel'y important subjects in onr progra.:ume, which oan 
dord a common platform of work for different A88ociations and 
Sabh1t.s, that exist in the ooulltry-I mean eau:ly ma.rriage and 
reduction of expenses on sooial ceremonies. If (lifferent Asal,l' 

eiations affiliate themselves to the ConFerence, tbe IIQ'e uvau-
ced spirit which oharaoterises out' progr.mme .... i.~fased 
iuto them, Let us however hope that the ~fitDees ....... 1, 
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which characterises nur action to.day will mal k our efforts 
throughout the year before we mtlet 1l.g'llin, and that whilRt we 
display undaunted COIll'll.l{e and unfading pel'severance in 
0111' onward march ill social reform, we make our way 
with the grelLtest wisdom and ful't,thought through Ollt' 

present stage of marked transition 
Ladies and gentlemen, befol'e I SIt down let me apologise 

to you for bln-ing detained you so long over tllis address, and 
Jet me thank you for thE' patIent'e WIth Wllich you have listent'd 
to aU that I have said. 

The Elirhth Social Conference-Dewan Bahadur 

(now the Hon'ble Justice Sir) S. Subramanla 
Iyer's Address. 

I beg to thank you most sincerely for the honour you have 
done me in asking me to preside at thi'l Cunfert'lll e. When I 
look back to the record ot your past Conferences, I canllot help 
feeling that this duty had devolved on 80mI' one more cupable 
of doing justice to the task and some one who ('an speak with 
much greater emphasis than I can upon questions which will 
preseutly oome berore you for con"iderahon. Gentlemen, we 
are, I think, very lucky this year in having in our midst some 
of the leaders of the social reform mOVemt'nt. I refel' first to 
0111' venerable friend Dewan Bahadul' Raghunatha Rao, whose 
devotion to the clIuse is 1'00 well known to you all. I also refer 
to that large-hearted Ullln whose iUdHfatigabJe and wise work 
in the callse of reform is also well known to you-l mean tIle 
HOll'ble Mr. Jlliltic'e Ra.nade. I a] so refer to that profound 
scholar whoso deep learnin/Z', erudition, and unflin('hmg devo­
tion to the cause of reform 1S alRO well known to yon-1 mean 
Dr. Bbandarkar, Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay Universit.y. 
Wit.b deh leal't.ed and experienced mpD ready to .guide you 
and instt'llct you in your deliberation~ this day, I feel ~reat. 
hesit.a.t.ion and diffidence in lll\.ving to II/and up and addl'eils YOll. 

Bat orihodox precedent requires that I as the Chairman i1l1ould 
opea .... proceedings with a. few pl'efatory remarks. In fol-
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lowing the rule I propoRe t.o be brief, because there is 80 mucb 
work to get through and because so mucb of what I can say has 
been so well anticipated in the admirable addresl'! delivered by 
the Hon'ble Mr .• Tustice Ranade t,hE' other day in the Christian 
College Hall. It was an address which contained a luminous 
and masterly survey of the work done and the progress made 
dUl·jng the sever. years which have elapRed 'lince the Social 
Conference was held in thiR city, Gentlemen,! believe all of 
yon know the ltlrge gatherings that were held during the last 
few days, composed of persons who cllme f!'Om v&.riolls pll.rtR 
of India. They have come here at conRiderable sacrifice 
Bnd inconvenience from distll.llt parts to attentl thtlse mpetiDgs. 
Whnt do we find on close eXllmination? We fine that II. ('on· 
Riderable number of these gentlemen are more or Jes!\ interested 
in all three movementll, thus proving beyond the poss:bility of u 
donbt that the revival, which is taking place just amongst us, is 
nut oDe-sioflti,-is !lot confined to politics, but that it extends to 
and embraces matterll, social and spiritual. However much 
in:lividuals may differ as to which of these particular mo~·e· 
mente is entitled to special attention and support at their 
handll,-however much individuals may di'!agree as to the 
actual steps to be taken to achieve the end which is in view,­
I think I can Rdely say that it bas come to be generally recog· 
nised that none of these movements can be negJ('cted altogether. 
if tbe general progress of the country is to be placed on a true 
and Bound ba..iR. I am quite sure that this conviction i'l 
growing stl'on~er and fltronger amongst us every day, and that 
it is beginning to be felt that there is no real antagonism, and 
there ought to he no real antagoniRm amongst these various 
movements. I believe it is this growing consciousnellS that 
makes such of us as are specially iBterested in the Indian 
National Congress look upon the work of the social reformer 
witb greater favour than was the case II.t first. I believ~ it is 
this general feeling that likewise disposes the socia] reformet' 
to endeavour to evolve out of the indigf'nous lite~'ature 0' the 
country cf'rtain doct,rines to meet the requirement.s of our age. 
This lla.tnrally leads me to offer a few observ&twns on the 
methods employed by some of the IQOst euthsiastic reforlUet'8. 
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I have noticed with great regret that hastiness, insufficient ex­
amination of causes and effects, exaggeration and intolerance 
characterise some of their writings and utterances. I believe 
such writings and utterances are retarding rather than 
ad vancing the progress of our cause. Allow me to sa.y 
what I really think of the policy f,huB pursued. I am anxious 
to take advantage of this opportunity and state it publicly, 
beca.use 1 wish that the outside world Rhonld not judge 
of the soundness and the wisdom of OUt' cause by such 
utteranoes and such writing~, which I am fL'ee to confess 
are open to objection. I urge most earnestly upon those gentle­
men, whose ent.huRiasm and whose honesty I perfectly recog­
nise, not to provoke enmity and not to make enemies to the 
cause by such II. procedure. We must avoid that narrow dog­
matism that we so much oomplain of in Ollr companions. The 
habits, tho feelings, and the institutions, which are the result 
of a long history, cannot be altered in a day; To some of those 
ardent reformers I have just referred to this mlloY souud very 
barsh. They may ask how are those evils to be eradicated, 
unle83 we make it a point of exposing them and holding them 
for reprobation in season and out of season. To them my reply 
is-try and educate publio opinion-try and get publio opinion 
ou your side, and custom Rllch as you wish will certainly soon 
grow out of such publio opinion, and, as has been remarked be. 
fore, eveu religiou will not delay long to strengtheu herself by 
estahlishing an alliance with the aocomplisbed faot, and thus 
adopting with her sanction aud grace the altered practices of 
domestio and sooia.l life. Nor do I think that the religious 
practioes and ceremonies, which seem inconsistent at first sight 
with our altered programme, to be ridioulous. I wish that the 
l'9I01'.e1' gave a. thought to the question how these practices, 
whioh are inconsistent wit. our present position of a:ffa.irs, 
ca.m:e to receive the sanction of religion. Onoe the tru~ foun­
da.tion of tbe situatiou is expla.ined on a ra.tiona.l basis, I feel 
that Inueh of the opposition which is offered will disappear. 
In tAli; oonneetion 1 wish to offer one more observation, and t 
trust that 'Oil will receiVe it ill the spirit in whioh it is ol'tU*!. 
I~,.. it wu the la.te lamented ProfeefJ01' Ranganwham. 

22 
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Mudaliar, fo!' whom all of us have such II.dmiration, who said 
that, with referenoe to soml3 matters which the reformer 
is advocating, 110 one has a right to demand from another 
that amount of self.sacrifice, which is consistent with his 
thoughts and ideas. With reference to these matters r am in­
clined to grant and endors€> his views. Put yourself the ques­
t.ion how many of you Me willing to become martyrs of 

the Clause at once. 'fhat is t1le difficulty, which I ask the 
enthusiastic reformer to l'ealiilc fully before he loses pati­
ence with those who are desirous of seeing fhose changes 
effected. I shotlld however ask my enthnsiastic fr'iend not to 
lllisunderstand me. 

I shall now proceed to offer a few observations with refer­
ence to another clll,ss of persons. '1'he gtOeat eharge which is 
brought forward against us is that if we proceed long with these 
measures that are being advooated, we are sure to be launched 
in the chaos of irreligion. I feel cel'tain that there is not the 
slightest foundation for such an apprehension. I have always 
found it diffioult to understand why a religion'! reformer work­
ing for the spiritual elevation of our people, if he is fully libe­
ral, Rhouid quarrel with his fellow-countryman, who is Eeeking 
to effect in our Ro('io.l usages the neoessary chauges gradually, 
o&utiously and in a reasonable and truly patriotic spirit (hear, 
]Iaar). J trust, gentlemen, that a<llong as the sooial reformer 
confines himself to his limits--as long as Ilis practioe is ChEll'IW­

terised by sympathy and discrimination, so long will he receive 
nothing but lIympathy il'om those educated men who are 
coming under the powerful intluenee of philosophy and reli· 
gion, whioh is now being preached in this country with a zeal, a 
fervour, a felicity, and an eloquence, almost untnatched (cheers). 
I can aB8Ure you that I am behind none in my admiration or 
reverence for tbe philosophy contained in our Indian scriptures. 
I feel fully 8a~illfied that the precious contents of these great reo 
mains of antiquity are before long deAtined to find acceptance 
a.nd due recognition at the bands of the thonghtful men not only 
in this oonntry, ..... Hs ancient home, but also at the bands of the 
thongbtful men of civilised Europe, America, aDd Aut;t~ala.sia. 
B\'lt IU'J'amoDrW of f&ith in these set'iptare8 01$11 bli'Ud any 00'8 to 
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the mischievous character of some of the practices, which the 
social reformer is endeavouring to rectify. I shall proceed now 
to take one or two points and make It few obHervations on them. 
I first ask how can any oue with a spark of reasonableness in 
him question the mischievous consequences which flow from 
the system of mfant marriage'!, which is so much in vogue at 
present. Who will 110t deplore tJ.e disastrollS consequenees 
that flow from premature maternity and paternily, which neces­
sarily follow from this extremely viciou"! cust.om ? Row can any­
bl)dy defend the proereation of feellie children by parents ll!l.ril­
ly capable of looking after themselvc3 and utterly unable to 
bring up their children in Fuch a way as would make thelli 
useful citizens of the country, into which they come into being? 
Ooes our religion require that such early marriages should 
take place? I deny it, and say that very little reflection a.nd 
scrutiny will satisfy any of you that entertain a doubt in this 
matter, that such a practice is absolutely inconsistent with that 
portion of our Shastl'as, which lays clown ruletJ uf sE'l£-restraint 
to be practised by evel'y male member of the so-called regeIJc· 
rate class, before he becomes a householder. A.s this subject 
has been the topic of every reflecting and meditating man, 1 
need not say anything further. Passing on to the vexed qnes­
tion of the conditil)n of widow!;, can anybody defend it and 
say truly that their condition is all right? Would anyone 
say that the unfortunate lot of these widows requires no 
remedy P I know, gentlemen, that this is Il very trouble­
some topic. It is one on which the few are opposed to the 
nUliIlY; and I certainly do not belong to the few and yet oannot 
lIympatbise with the many. I trust that the observations 
which I make in regard to this matter will be received as com.­
ing from a man who belongs to neither side. I say that the 
subject is indeed a. very difficult one, and beset with difficulties. 
I say it is beset with difficulties, because I look upon any 
attempt to mould our marriage institutions on the footing of a. 
mere oontractual ba.sis as an extremely retrograde movement. 
1 will deplore the day when the very high ideal of ma.rriage 
laid down in oar Shastras will give place to the moder;n potion, 
which lteeJ13S to be gaining ground everywhere aDd every day. 
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The modern notion is tha.t it should be a mere matter of contract. 
!I'hat is a position whioh little exa.mination will show to be con· 
trary to the spirit of the entire history regarding the subject of 
marriage in t.his oonntry. Still it is impossible for me to 
reconcile mYbelf to the position In which our oustom places 
those widows whom I ha.ve just referred to. I believe it serves 
an extremely useful parpose. It makes them remarka.ble 
specimens-self-denying specimens of humanity. If the prac­
tice of self-denial was a voluntary one, then it would be entitled 
to our admiration. But it is absurd to talk of those epecimens 
as specimens of remarkable self-denial, when that is enforced 
by the rigid rules of society. I submit, gentlemen, that it is 
impossible to recognise that the self-restraint, which you impose 
upon children who have no intelligence, would be regarded as 
producing that self-denial, which is generally admired by all. 
That being the position of affa.irs, I cannot possibly agree with 
those who would band themselves to persecute those who are 
seeking to find 80me way out of the difficulty. I think a, way 
should be fonnd, and the position of affairs restored to wha.tit was, 
when those RiBhislegislated on a plan akin to the present ideal of 
marriage and yet did not impose this custom of enforced widow­
hood. Of course there is a oertain class of people who are 
disposed to look upon everything old contained in the Shastras 
as by-gone nonsense, and there are tholle who have not read 
tbe Sbastras, except through the medillm of iol'ansla.tions, to 
judge what the Shastras conta.in. I have neither to mind the 
one nor the other. Hut I ha.ve to discha.rge my duty &8 & 

member of this community, whatever the position you may take 
with reference to me and the a.cceptanee I receive at your hands. 
r a.m. not pressing my own thoughtslIpon you as if they were 
original. The substance of what I said was exprelJ8ed in a 
felicitous way by the la.te JIlStice K. T. Telang than whom 
there was no mOl'e impatltial observer of things-than whom no 
other person possessed a. more independent judgment, But as I 
observed before, thedifticu1t.y, on the otber hand, is equally great. 
Once the solemnity of the bond of marriage is made l00ee, there 
is a. danger of suits being filed for divOl'Oe, for ~ ~n 
of maniage, for incomp&tibilities of teaper &1:14 10 a.., Vir. 
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are, t.herefore, by the system of infant marriages prinoipally 
lauuohed in this position of difficulty, and the truly patriotic 
and relleotive mall must make up his mind to find a way out of 
the difficulty without on the one hand destroying the solemnity 
of marriage or discouraging the bonds of unity, and on the other 
hand by finding a remedy for the unprotected class. Whether 
it is possible to get out of the difficulty is a question about 
whioh there is It great difference of opinion. I helieve that, if 
the young and the enthusiastic would both apply their minds 
dispassionately and endeavour to find a remedy which will not 
destroy the national character of marriage, Providence will 
find a way to get out of the difficulty. It is a problem which 
will take a long time to solve. That is the reflection that is 
forced upon one's mind. But if you will, IlS I have said, 
meet on a friendly basis dispassionately, with a desire in 
fact to solve t.he difficulty on national lines, it would not 
be difficnlt to find a 1Iwdus operat,di, which would satisfy both 
sides in due time. 'This is the reflection that forced it,Relf upon 
my mind, when I looked at some books wit,h refereuce to thib 
very question. Old Bishis did not act as you do. They did 
not M80lutely prohibit re.marria.ges. On the other ha.nd, they 
provided for ca.ses of the sort that have created a difficulty and 
are still creating a difficulty amongst us. .They did not by au 
inviolable custom enforce widowhood on those who are not 
willing to adopt that life. Therefore I say that if reformers 
8.nd those that oppose them reasonahly meet, some arrange-
1llent could be made, which would seem to us a way out of the 
dliti.oa.1ty. I a.m not competent to go into the question fully. 
But even if I were, time would not permit this being done. 
Tha.t is the matter which every honest man must apply his 
mind to and see w.bether he could not effect a reconciliation by 
which the diffioulty might be got over. It is not right that if 
the reformer endeavours to effect a change in the manner which 
is not OOiLBlstent with p1'e8ent practices, be should be punisbed 
with exccnwnunioation-the biggest punishment tht can be 
a.w~ j for it only indicates that enemies' bearts are ca.11oUfl 
to the r.uiacbief the pt1Hl8nt praotices are working. Oa the 
other ~ the reformer IIhoald take ca.re not to go and pro-
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pound a theOl'Y which may lead to j, complete hl·each. I 
have now taken up the two uuporiaut social questions of infant 
marriages and enforced wIdowhood I sllall now refer to the 
question of female educatIOn-the all-important subject in my 
view. It is a qnestIOu wIlJch will enable us to tide over the 
difficulty far more eahily than any other ([uestion. Can any 
reasonable man ('outend to lE'ave the other se" in utter darkness 
without providing for it the mefUl:> of acquiring proper learning 
and culture? I believe thi~ is n subject on whicb you have heard 
a great mnny &peocheq. 'l'herefore my obsflrvations will be very 
few indeed. I have one mOle observation to make, and that is that 
Sir ,ViIliam Hunter ,'cry truly once ohse/ved that whatever the 
ultimate sanction for llllnHIll ('onduct, whatever the influence of 
religIOn, whatever the fear of punishment in the future state, 
whatever the preHent fearb of tho criminal law may be, the bel'lL 
safeguard for a man agamst the temptation for wrong-doing i~ 
his flelf-respect. This is not an ideal picture merely, and one 
object of the social reformer in endeavouring to secure education 
for our women is to enable them to discharge their sll{)red dnties 
M mothers, as wives, and as sisters more nobly and more truly 
than they arc at present able to perform. It is usual, gentle­
men, to speak of thl8 all It llew ideal, an outgrowth of purely 
Western education. However that may be, it is satisfactory t,o 
note that a change fol' the better is taking place in the attitude 
of the community as a whole in the matter of fcma.le education, 
and the other things which I have referred to before. It is not 
mnch, but I believe the old aggressive hostility, confining ILY' 
self to the general tendency of the people, is slowly dying away, 
and I believe that the number of people amongst ()ur countrymen, 
who are dispost'd to look with greater sympa.thy with the more· 
ment of the reasonable social reformer, is on the inCl'88Be, and 
I trust that in the llurry to go on much more quiokly than we 
do now, this favourable attitude on the pad of the general com­
munity will not be lost sight of. I trnst, gentlemen, tbat no 
pa.ins will be spa.red to win over by sympathetic efforts the ma­
jority of our countrymen to our way of thinking. I trn.st that 
roo will resolutely avoid the method of rebellion, ... Mr. Jos­
tice Banade aptly termed it. 1 trust tha.t you will IlGt tlvCll 
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under the most provoking circumAtance~ say it is impossible to 
get. on with this olel community, let us form a m'W oommunity. 
We shall not then be able to confer any benefit upon the society 
by such a process. You may become a new caste and have a new 
marriage law enacted in the statute book. But so far as the cruel 
customs that you complain of and FlO fill' af'l relief to the oppress­
ed a.re concerned, you will not be able to Jo any good. You will 
be able to say J have saved my daughter, my sil'1lel', and so on, 
but you will not he able to say I hflve been able to effect a good 
and saluta.ry change in the ql'lwral eommullity. I trust, ther£'­
fore, that you will bear in milld that 1111'l method of J'ebellion 
may be avoided even under the rno,,1; provoking circumstanees. 
Our object should be to try and draw to onr vie,\ the majority 
of the community, and I think that in going ahout the work of 
reform we should also beltr in mind the ohservation of Sir T. 
Muthuswami lyer, which he made whell addressing all associa­
tion of young men: ' Your work should not partake of the cua. 
rae tel' of indiscriminate destruction, hut of ponRtl nction on old 
nationllilines.' Of COluse J know tlmt many of yon will go hack. 
and sa.y that it is usual for Subramanil1 lyer to indulge in all 
thelle pla.titudes (bear, 11e3r). Many of YOll may also say t,bat 
it is easy to suggest good old national lilies without being tohl 
what these national lines arc. If you tllke ancient hooks, I 
trust you will be able to find out that there are a good many nlttioll­
allines. 'Ve need not destroy the old histm'y and start a fresh 
one; you may be able to rectify yourself, but the community 
will not be able to change, unless you proceed on 0108e lines on 
which it has gone on for a considel'at.!p period, and our efforts< 
Rhould simply be to remove the excreRcences of the injurious 
cllstoms, which in every climat,e and in every nat.ionality 
necessarily crop up from time to time. I do not think I should 
detaiu you any more. I na"'e Rpoken to you upon the prinCIpal 
questions. I know that this slow process t.hnt I 11ave been en­
deaVOlll.'iog to pre~s upon you will ('eri,aiuly be distnsteful to 
certain minds. This will 6]1 many minds who are in favout· of 
8. rapid Obl'l.llge being effected witll a feeling (If deRpondency. 
Bllt I 1I1118t say t.htlt in my opinion the surest way of reachillg' 
Ollr goM is to adopt a. polioy of pet'sua9:ioo and eduoation-tbe 
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policy of educating the community and ev()kin~ tbeirsrmpathy 
thereby. There are some I know amongst, my friends who take 
a muoh less favourable view of the destinies of our people. They 
aTe those who look upon the inhabitants of this great country as 
belonging to that inferior type of humanity, which is destined, 
to adopt the la.nguage of Dr. Pearson, t.o oo('npy the black belt. 
8S opposed to the white belt of the globe. Gentlemen, if you 
proceed on the lil1e .. indi('attld by me, I am Sill'S you will be 
able to make ~ great many irnprovernents, and eventually YOu 
will be destined to get a lar~e measure of success within the 
limit supposed to be allowed to this inferior branch of the people 
To those who think that our future IS indefinitely great, there 
is no room for despair. Even if you suppose that it is so, judg­
ing from our own procedure, our own habits and customs, our 
wa.nt of self-reliance and so on, even to thoMe wI-o take that 
despondent view, I say, 'Consult any book which is written on 
the subject of Rocial evolution, and you cannot but see that 
t.here IS a great future before you, and in order to achieve this 
end you should proceed not only with the perseveranoe, whioh 
is worthy of the ~reat cause that we have before us, but also 
with the spirit of patient confidence and hopefulness, which I 
think our surrounding CIrcumstances justify.' I have de­
tained you longer than I expected. But before I sit down, I have 
a duty to perform, of saying a few words upou an event of no 
small importance which has taken place in the neighbouring 
Province of Mysore, whose benevolentaovereignpaid his debt of 
nature the othflI' day at a premature age. I think after the 
vote you have just passed, it is unnecessary for me to dwell 
upon his great exoellenoes, upon his benevolent nature, his 
stat.esmanlike qualities and other excellent traits in his charac­
ter. It is to that enlightened sovereign that the Mysoreans are 
indebted for the law, which now prohibits the ma.rria.~ of girls 
under 8 years of aile and also prohibits ill.a~sorted marriages. 
I think His late lamented Highness and his equally enlightened 
Dewan as well as his wise and able COI1Dcillors bav;e earned the 
gra.t,itude of the whole oommunity by passing $uoh tII.w as the 
(llie in qllestion. NpJi that this is going to"~ 'lJndarge 
amount of relief, hilt that it has applied tbe -p'rinmple td'letris-
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]l\iion for the removal of social evils, I h'llst tLat the -example 
tblls set by a native Government, guided by very experienced 
and cantious men by no mean~ ull!lympathtltio to tLe domina.tillg 
orthodoxy-I trust that the example set by that enlightened 
PI·inee will lead tl) silnJ lar legislation elsewhere. Gentlemen, 
I have done,-I have only to thank you for the kindness you 
Jlave shown me in listening patiently t.o what. I have sa.id. I 
alutll now proceed to call npon the \'arions spe"ke,'s to move the 
l'f'solntions that are to be plnced Iwfot·(,> YOll to-day for your 
eOllslderation (lond applau8e). 

The Ninth Social Conference-Dr, R. G. Bhandar. 

kar's Address. 

LADIBS AND GIi:~ILDjE~,-1 mm;t ill accoruance with the 
uimal practice hegin by thnnking you fl)[' haying elected me 
your Chairman. On the pI'esent, occasion, however, this 
is not a mere matter of routine and formalit,y. Cel·taio circllm­
stances have this year very widely evoked enthosiaF<m for the 
cause of social reform, and have led to a sort of constitution 
belllg given to this Conference similar to that which the politi. 
cal Congl'ess possesses. I ha ve before me to-day a large 
number of my coontrymen, who, I believe, are sincere advocates 
of eodal reform, as calculated to improve the fortull"8 of anI' 
Ilountry and to plaee her in a coudition to enable ller to main­
t,nin her position ill the keen competition nnd rivalry thllt i8 
now going on between the diffel'eoi c0uutries amI races of the 
world. 'I'o be the Chairman of II. !Judy of such trutl lovers of 
theil' country is an 1.000111' that cannot but be highly apprecia­
ted. 

About sixly years agc., nOlle among liS lad liny idea of tile 
reform of 0111' society and a Conferellce such as this was out of 
the question. But since tbat. time we 11&Ve come in closer 
contaot with Welltern civjiilelat,iou chiefly ILl'ough the means of 
English education; and tb~t !til-II led Dli to take interest· in lh4:\ 
CQQperns of Indian 8O()iety ,in genera} and consider itIJ gooe to 
be our gClQd, "n4, has eVQked in us feelings of j.ostic:e and. CQnL~ 

~3 
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passion fot' the various (·lasses that compose our societ,y. If 
then you at'e animated by fLese sentimf'ntt1, the task before us 
to.day will present 110 difficulties. For the end aimed at by the 
propositions that will be laid before you is justice and fair play 
to all <"lapses of perolOnt1, the Alleviation of their sufferings and 
t,he removal of obstarlcs in the free development of 0111' indivi­
dURol activities. 

And first, a Irood many of the propo~als have referenre to 
the condition of the femnlp port,ion of our society. Gentleme'l, 
one· half of the intellectual, moral, and flpiritna' reflourceR of 
onr country is being wasted. 1£ onr women were educatrd A" 
they ought to be, they would be a powerful intltrnment for 
advancing the general condition of our country. They will 
bring up every new 'l'enerat,ion in a manner to T.erform it~ 

duty ~fficjently and will sIleO. the influence of the benigu 
virtues peculiar tc. them on men and, flO to Slly, humnni'l(, 
them. All the means of educating women, tltercfl)re, 
that have heen indicated in the propoRitions, you will, 
I feel SRre, approve of. You will see that the opening 
of High SchoolR is one of them. That nece!'~arily implit'>I 
tha.t the Rtudy of English language and literature is con­
lIidered to be beneficial to onr women. Though there hllll 
been some difference of opinion as regards this point, IItill 
I believe the necessity of sneh education has been rePOgni!led 
hy the majorit.y. Bnt I think it still rema.ins an optn 
question whether ollr ideal for the education of women ought 
to be the 8Rome as that for the education of men,- -whether 
aHaJ' they fini8h their High Scbool education, they ought to be 
made to go through the whole Univet'flity C0111'lIe up to the 
M.A. Degree. If bitter complaints have recently been urged IlR 

to the great pres8ure which our University education impose'! 
upon out' men, much stronger grounds there are for fea.l' 1I~ 
regards WOJJlE'n, whose const4tution is morA delicate and car­
to.in ineidentsin whose life and whose domestic duties ta.x 
them 80 hea.vily. Perhaplil a.fter finishing a. High Sohool edu­
cation, if furt.her progress is desired, there should be a sehtc­
tiOll of Booh Bnhjecta as are more calculated to develop the 
peouiial' a.ptitttdes of womanly natare. 'l~h. 8th.. }'lui at<! 
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cOllcerning our daugl1ters aud our sisters Lave ref"rellce to thu 
ulljust and cru'~1 sufferings to which our pl'esent socia.l D8ages 

l'Iubject them, and which 110 man in whom the sentiments of 
justice and compab:;ioll are developed can fiud it ill hiR heart 
to tolel'ate (lven for a. moment. The misery of OU1' widows h/llj 
been the subject of frequent ,'emark ; I will therefore not detain 
YOIl IOllg by a full exposItion of it. I will ollly make a !Zeneral 
obsel'vation that that sociely which allows nJ'lll to many any 
number' of times even up to the age of sixt.y, while it slernly 
forbids even girls of seven 01' eight to Lave another husband 
nHer one il'! tlead,--wbich gives liberty to a mall of 50 or 60 to 
marry a girl uf eleven or twelve, which has no word of cOlldem­
nat,ion for the man who mRrl'il'R anut,he}' wife within fifteen 
day.!! after the defl.th of the first, ill II. society which sets very 
little value upon tIle life of a fem!lle human being, and 
places woman on the same level wit,1t caWe aud is thus in au 
uusound condition diRqualifying it for a succe!lsful rom petition 
with societies wit,h a more healthy COllstltuLion. Oftentimes 
tile marriage of a girl under certain cir'cullJstances proves bel' 
death.warrant. This matter hM within the last few yea['f! 
fOl'Ced itself powerfully upou my observation. A. young mRn of 
thirty or thirty.S ve loses his fit'st wife; straightway he pro· 
ceeds to marry another. wbo is a girl of teu or twelve. 'l'hat 
girl dies by tht' time she reaches the age of twenty; nnotbel' 
takes her place, immediately after; she too dies simHarly; then 
comes a third who meets with the same fat,e; and a fourth ill 
luarried by the persevering man and is eventually left a widow 
herore sbe is out of her t.eens, A great many such cases have 
occurred within the last few years and amongst our educated 
men, The medical men, whom I have consulted, say tbat the 
results a.re due to t.he marriages being ilI·aBsorted, i,e" to the 
great inequality between the age of tbe·girl and of the strong 
a.nd vigm-ous mo.1l. I do Got know how else to characterise these 
(>,1\8es eXO$pt alii oases of human sacrifiCl? Surely, if the mell' 
who- bave nJ8.rried girls fluocessi vely ill this nlanllel' are educated, 
men, their f'e1lned senti moots and feelings ought to make them 
apIJt'e JlorA' lonooent gil'ls ud marry gl'Own up women.­
widewa, if uflnlU'l'ied ODes are not to be had. Gentlemeft, tbi1J' 
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case of ill-l\Rsorted matTiage.l,leserves g}'eater condemnation at. 
our hands than the other, -vhich is the only one that seems to 
be contemplated in one of t.he resolutions to be brought for­
ward, and in which an old man (If even fifty or sixty marries II 
girl of ten or twelve. 

I will next call your attention to tll08e pointj\ ill t.he 
resolutions wbich COllcel'D th.e instit.ution of castes. And first 
uf all allow me to observe I hat 11 very ~reat revolution haH been 
effected in tbiH matter by t.he mere fact tbat we are goverIled by 
a pl'oplc amongst whom the sellse d equal jm,tice for all 
claSHes of people has received a high developml:'nt. A Shudrll 
at the present dlly is not more heavily punished than a Bmb­
min f{)r the same crimes. Manll, Yajna.valkya, and others have 
been set aside in this l'espeet, an,1 the privileges wbich ill Ihe 
eye of the criminal law men of the highest castA enjoyed, bave 
been taken away flom tbern. I remember about, forty-five 
years ago whell a Brahmin was hanged for committing a rulll'del' 
at Ratnllgiri, it created a fitir among the people, since such a 
punishment for It Brahmill was opposed to all past traditions 
of the country. But of course the change did not provoke a..:­
tive hostility and hRs b8f'll acquiesced in on all sides. Simi­
lady a Sbudra's tongue is not now cnt off for repeating the 
letters Qf the Vedas. On the contrary. if a teacher in II. GOV'8l'll­

mont sch{)ol refuses to teaoh the sacred mantras to a Shudl'a, 
he ill (tpt to be dismis!led from service. In our schools and col­

Je,ges we have to tea.ch Sanskrit literatut'e including t~e 

Vedas to all castes and classes. But it ill very much to bi! 
regretted that the treasure of knowledge which has thus been 
thrown open to all is not a.vailed of by the lower castes to the 
eItent to which they should. This ill to be accounted for in a 
grea.t ,m,eUU1;'e by tue fact of the old traditional feeling not 
having gone out:-eduoatioD is not wha.t the Shudrll. thinks of 
firllt, nor Bre endeavours made·by others to induce him to etlu­
oa.t&.himself a.nd stlloo~hen his patb to a Universit,y degree. 
Similarly the ra.ilwAYs have been effeotiog a silent revolution. 
A holy Brapmin does not scruple to sit in & thjrd claM,aamage 
by the side oC a. Mahar, whose very shadow is lion abominatioli 
on ordinary ·oooitsions. 
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The Mailat's and MlllJ~s on this side of tI,e conn try and 
the Pariahs on t,he other, who fOI TIl t,he lowt'st ('lasses, bave been 
entil'ely neglected. 'l'hey al'e t.he outeastes of Hindu !lociet,y. 
and ha\'e been fl'om the remotest times in a very degraded 
condition. The refel'ence maue to thi'l faet by a Mahar HIlI'idas 
ill his prefatory l'elilltrks, whde performing a Kirtana at my 
llOu~e It few yeltT'S 11.70, wa~ ,'cry tou(~hing, He sllid, 't he 
Vedas and Shlt~tr'!ls IJave east 118 abide, but the gantas or saiuts 
of the middle ages have had complLssioll on us.' Alld be it, said 
tn till! cl'edit of tho g"lltlls of Malultshtl'lt i.eaued by t.he ill'ah­
lIIin Eknath and to the gantuB of olhel' pl'ovim'eb that tlwy had 
l'ornpa!!sioll {(II' the oULca"t,ell of l1iudu society, and admitted 
their ela.ims to l'eligious instruction /llld a better treat.ment. If 
t.Len in those oluE'JI days these pious men, with theil' Ileal'lll 
el'Jvated by faitb and devotion, admitted the lowest Sbutlra to 
l'eligious (lOnmlUnion and instruction, shall we, upon whom 
a greater variety of influences have been operating', l'efursB to 
exert ourselves for briuging enlii:\"htenmellt in the dense 
darkness in which his mind is shrouded? And I believe flOm 
t,he opportunities I have had of observation that t.he despised 
Mahar POSIilNlses a good deal of lJatul'al intelligence and is 
eapa.bJe of being highly educat.ed. go that to (lontinue to keep 
him in ignorance is t.o deprive the (lOunt,!,y of an appreciable 
amount of intellectual reSOUl'ces. And generally, allow me to 

ob~erve that the rigid system of cIH~te", which pI'evail;; among' 
U8, will ever act as a heavy drag on our race iowal'ds a hrighter 
fullu'e, To tie men down to certain occupations, even whell 
they have ItO Itptitude for them, renilers those mell less useful 
to the country, When all men belonging to a certain caste 
must follow certain oocu}'llltioDS only. the field is overstocked 
and poverly is the result. Yon can get a Brahmin schoolmaster 
for five or aix: rupee!! a. month, but a. good carpenter 01' ston&« 
mason cannot be had unless yon pay from twenty to twenty· 
five rupee!' per mensem. And unless perfect freedom is allowed 
1.0 men in this 1'8!'pect, and each allowed to make the best 
POl!8ible use of his own powers. the country cannot economically 
Itdv.&bce, Special privileges en:lOyed by C6I'tuiu castes must keeJil 
the tnfItD\)el'8 of others in, a disll.dvanta~eolls position in the 
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rivalry a.nd competition of life. In or'der ~,hai a nation as a. "bole 
!Oay put forth all ib! power, it is net'essarv tllttt thertl bbould btl 
110 specillll'l'ivileges and spedal l'estl'ictions. Agaiu the prin­
('ipls of caste ha'l thronghont onr histOl'Y operated ill such It 
way that each caste has 1I0W cOllie to fJI'm It separut8 commu­
nity with distinct IlsRges. even as to die kind of food that ib 
eaten lind the mannel' in which if, iH ('oakeo. Alld there is llO 

sodal intel'commuuication hCLwecn them 01 a llatlJl'S to biud 
them t.ogethcl' into one whole, Hence imdead of ther'e beil)g It 

feeling of Fympathy betwl'en different caMes, tller'e is often 'l 

feeling of antipatliy. ~\s long as this :-.tate of things lasts, 1 
shall feel p'eatly obliged to allY one who will el'plllin to me 
how it is pOl'sihle to forO! a united Hindu natioll. If therefore 
W€l feel at all eOllcerned as regards the futm'a of ORr country iu 
the great struggle that is goillg-on iu the wol'ld, "oltlething musL 
be immediately,1k>ne tt) induce a feeling of ullit,y among these 
distinct communities amI eOllvert active 8,lltipathy into active 
sympathy, 

And I w ill here make bold to afolSel't that the chr'ollic povet'ty 
of the agrieultural dasses and the depredations of the prover­
bla.l Savkar or mOlley-Ieuder cOllstitute It great social evil. 'I'he 
Government has been endeavouring to do a good deal by meaDS 
of mere special legislatioll; but that dues not seem to have 
l'emedied the evil and I,he money-lender continues to clmt'l(e 
interest from 18 to 25 per cent. on loans raised on the sscu!'ity 
of lands, ILlld two or four pilJ6 per rupee PPl' month, i.e" 37! 01' 

7.) per cent, on smaller sums lent for shorter periods; and tlte~e 
are also enhancements of interest, when the money is not paid 
at the stipulated time. In this manner, the poor peasant 
is ever a }lrey to the rapacity of the money-lender and is never 
allowed to raise his head. 'l'his itJ ... political as well as 
a. social question. Thtl Government bas been on several 00-

euions urged to establish agricultural bankfl, but it has not 
yet seen the wiltdom of doing so, and we too, whose countrymen 
t he agriculturists are, have not IIhown particulal' solicitude to 

remedy the evil by f'fItabHshing banb of our own. T dm 'Jlot think 
any special banking ilJstitutiou with ehlborate mM.'lH'liU·Y. such 
11.8 baa been recently proposed, is w,ulted. An ortiirJ.,. w,k 
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with agencies at the District towns und ~ub-agencjeg for circles 
with a "ad ius of about ten milefl will, I think, fully answer the 
purposc. Money "hould he lent on U,e sf'eUlity of land at an in­
terest of f!'Om 9 to 12 per cent payahle about the same time as 
t he land revenue. Symplll hetie, t hough firm, treatment Rhould be 
",ceorded to t,he pCllsants lind the agcnts employed should not be 
,!nR('rupulooR men (·xlt.etingo pelqlljf-ites Int,themsehes. Hut I 
will not, trt'spaf>!! on tlle province of the lIJall ot hll!;ines!l, and 
whatc\'('r be the scheme that mfty he I'on~idt'red snitftbJe and 

what.ever it!l details, thi..; I feel ('ettain nhout, th'lt flhrewd lopn 
(lllght not to Le Ill!oIVtld to prE'y upon the ignoranf'e IIlltl entire 
hf'lplessness o( tlie IIgril'nlluutl clll~"es and pE'I'pE'tnatf'theu' 
wretched condition, 

'1'hen there are otJleI' p')Jnt~ ill the resolutiolJs, the aim of 
wInch is to remove positive obstacle~ to Olll' healthy development. 
'l'he tl/irly mlJrria/Ze of boys and girh is of t his lInton', slDce itll 
effect is to undermine the stl'engtl1 of both and bring fOl th It pro­
genyof weak children. 'rile growth of the pareuh themselves, 
Intellectual as well as physical, is stunted; and in a courbe oj' 
evollltion onr l'ace must beoorne inca,pa,ble of that enerllY RUll 

~tilllless of II.pplicaholl, which are so neceS1'\ary under the condi­
tions brought into existence by the rivalry and competition of 
laces. The prohibition of t.rave\ in foreign couDh'ies I woul(l 
put. under the same bead, since it aet~ as an obstR.f'\e to f he frcf> 
expansion of our energies !lnd capacities. 

These are the principal points aimed at. by the social reform-
1'1', You will see that what is nellesslu'y ill order that thf'>.e 1'1'­

fOl'ms may come into practice is thai, tl1ere shonld Rpring up In our 
hearts a seuse of justice, It keen Fl,yrupalhy for the 8uffelings of 
others find a love for one's own countt'y and rae!', allc1 an anxiety 
for their fdure well-being. If the feelings have been awakened 
in us with any degree ~f intensit,y, t.he,V cannot fail to realise 
themselves in Bome sort of action, and I believe tbat the contrary 
holdstrne tha.t when no action follows, the feelings are eithel' 
not awakened at all, or if really awakened, fil'e very weak, It is 
thill tacb 8i81i also the general CODB6l'Vatism of our nature as well as 
the fev Gf eaCODUnDltie&.tio'llitha.t hold us back aud we devil4& a 
Tlllm1a8l.' Ol18UUau.!or 0111' infWtion. Sometimes we are disposed 
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to leave the VI' hole matter to the action of timl', thin king that 
all we desire will come iuto practice just as the rigidity of castIJ 
:rules is being' gmdually lellf.lened by rnilwllY travelling and 
liuoh other ('ircumstIlIlCe!l, But time is Tlot It fot'ce, it is simply 
It conception of the mind to connect evonts t,()gether and CIlf'1l0t 

work Itny changos. If therefor'e any ('llIllIgf'S have come on in 
the eourse of timl', they rnllst be br'ou~ht ahout by the {orC'e in 
the human henl't that leads to action. A'I a. matter of fnet, 
such changes are often very extensive and important For lU­
stance the practice of eady marriage of girlll, and of feTl"sle ill­
fnntioide and Kulinism have ('orne into existence in comptlt'.~. 

t,ivl'ly re('ent timeR. But if you examine their o"igm, YOIl will 
find that tIle fil'st owel'l it'l ;ntr'otllH'tion prohably to the circum-... 
Rhttlces t hll.t when the g-ills gr'cw up, they went wrong in homc 
CBJIefI, 1 n or'der t,o prevont sllc·h a reFmlt, they wel'E' tied d~ 
to a husband before they were of an age to go 'trong-. To Rvoi,l 
~ill was of (',ourse tl lauda~lf' objeet, but the desit'e waR not 
ulldet' the guidr.nce of rea~oll. Consequent,ly the many evil 
effects of ently mnll'iages were overlook(d, and the attainment 
of tlintone object WlIS f'xelusi\'ely atterull'd to, If, !Jowever, Ille 

deMi,'e to prevent the evil bad been under the guidane'e of reasOl', 
other modes would have bel'n devised for effecting it ihotn the 
one artually ehosell, Similar.ly the pl'aetice of female infal, tlcidn 
Illld of Klllinism must in the beginning ha\'e arisen frOnl fvmily 
pride, One'.; daughter should lIot he married int.!) a family 
l\0~r.e~!!ing 110 iml'orrnll('e or di"t,iuction. 'fo Dlnrry ireI' in,o:1 
Itigll family requireR a heltvy expenditure Clf mont'Y, whiah tlli' 
fllthercllnnot, aiTol'il, and ill the cllse of KI1Jinism snch II. fllmil, 
is not available. Henoe rather than suffer the disgrll,ce of ally­
ing himRelf with a low family, he allcwed ltis daughter to he 
destroyed, and in the other eMe to be. married to one who hRd 
innume!'a.ble wives Rlrfl8dy. Here again YOIl will see that t,lie 
motive of action was not under the guidam:e of the higher feel­
ing8 of love and tenderness for a hnman being and espeoially 
for. one's own ch41d. ')'11118 then what. time brin~8 ~oout iR 

very often not un.der thu gUida.nce of rHlUon ot"' the high., feel· 
ings of €JUI',lIa.ture, ~nd "omeqaently 'Very .ofl.e2t d~atio'tl is 
the ,.auU,"JI«l not. eLev1'tIion.. U will tbfJt'8f~ .. 'do io $tm11& 
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reform to time or thf' slow and uncOTlscious operatIon of CIiUShS. 
It must. be effected from It conscious intention, Bnd the motive 
forC'e IIlIouId bt", as 8 bove remarked, II. sense of justice, a. keen 
sympathy and an anxiety for the futut'e of one's own conntry. 
Unable to nppreciate t.he f~elillgs ot thfo true refnrmel', we often 
IIccuse him of being II1\sty in de~lring to do everything' at once,­
we lIomeLime!! sny that if he hlld I\dopted I\. pRl·ticular way, the 
refOt'ID he de.~ires would have long ('omp illto prllctice. Com­
ments 'lucia as these I III ways snspect, eApecially when they 
('orne from a man who has done little 01' llOthillg' practical. I am 
however 1I0t nn advocate of headlong nction. The motive force 
of reform lIhonld 111' powerful ill 0'11' hearts, but thE'Y mURt, be 
tempend in a manner not to lead liS to (,l1t ourselves from a -\ital connection wit h t,be Pfl8t. We Rhonld not adopt the pro-
rednre of the li'rench Revolution, hut imitate the mode of 
fl,ctiolt of J<~n~li8h peoplf>. whORe pupils we are. They have 
,'ealised as grent ehanges 8.S the French Revolution sought to 
pffed, bllt in a manner' which conneots them with the past 
11istol'Y of the countr·y. It will not be impOI,Rible to devisestleh 
a mode of action. One who has returned f['om foreign tr'avel& 
flhould live like an ordinary Hindu. A l'e-married widow should 
conduct herself just like an ordinary Hindu Jady. And even SR 

regards caste, we should behave towards each other in ordinary 
matters as if no SMh distinotion existed between us j while &1'1 t.t'l 
eating togetbet· and inter· marriage, they must come in by and 
by especially when the sharp distinctions as to usages and OUll­

toms between the severn I castes are obliterated by a cloNeI' 
mt.ercomml,lnication t.hall that whIch exists at I he present day. 
Bllt tbe grea.t dansrer of delayed reform ill that III 1\ short, time 
tile feeling whioh dictated it becomes cool, a.nd the necessity fOl' 

it iR &Iltir~lJ for.,:-otten. To prevent this result it is eisential that 
the IIIOtive springA of teforln should fllways bQ kept alive iu 
ollr he&rt$. We SbODId mllke an eal'nest effort ne\'er to loee 
~ight,,Qf th~ goal we bave t" reach. But the modest prcp09t~1 
tbllot will be la.id before you u l'6gards these two matters, niM., 
illttlJ.''IOOmlrluuioatioD ~ rt!garo8~ting Itnd marriage.alliance be­
tw_, msrobertl of tbe 811.b.idi"iBions of the _me cut.e, iflvl)lvell 
III·H~~. wh.ntl'; CQtUlequentJy, there iR. I beIM". no 

24 
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excuse for delaying its realisation. GE'nEll'ally it may be ob. 
lIel'Ved that what WEl hltve to aVOid is the formation of ~ separate 
caste cut off from all social intercour~e with auy of the existing 
Hindu castes,-that il'l to say, we should avoid such complete 
isolation, as for instance. COnverblOn to ChristianIty leads to. 
And most of the refoIms we advocato involvA no bl'E'ak of con· 
tinuity. Some of them will be welcomed by tile orthodox peopll' 
themselves, and a'! regards a great many others what we pro­
pose is meraly to go back to the morc healthy ('oudition III whir·1t 
OIW society onoe existed. III ancient times girl'l wer'e married 
after they had attaIDed maturity, no\\ they must be marl'If'O 
before; widow-marrlagp "fiS in practice, now it has pntirely 
gone out, women were often lllghly educated and taught 
even mUllie and dancing, now they are condemned to iguor­
ance and denied any accomplishments. Thc ca<;tes wert' 

only four in number, now they are innumerable. Ir.h·r.dlnlltJ{ 
among those castE'S was not prohibited, n{)w the n 1mberle~8 
<lastes that, prevail cannot have inter-communicatior. of thRt 
nature. Consisttlntly with the maiutenance of continuity in 
tIllS manner, there ought to be, I think, as much Iwtion a., 
possible. A strong public opinlOu must be crellted amon;.l' the 
whole body of educated nativt's, condemning any departur'£: from 
the programme of reform, while no mercy t.hould be shown to 
one who does what even the orthodox dIsapprove, and at sixty 
marries a. gIrl of tell or tweh e, or another wife immediately 
after the death of the first. The exhibition of aoy ca~te 

partiality must also be Re\'erelycondemlled, tiS no l'eligious Tuks 
require it. UnleRR wa IIl't in thIS manner, all our advo('acyof 
reform will sink lUto the merest sentimentality more demora­
lising in its effects than Eturdy orthodoxy, 

But; even sentimenta.l advocacy is an homage done to" 
right C8use and consequently is better than stolid indifference 
or active hostility. 'I'his, bow~ver. is unfortuna.tely the mental 
attitude of a grea.t many educattld nat,ivas in a.U parts of the 
ccmatry. In Bengal, as was pomted out by Olit' friend thf' 
HnouQble )(r. Jnstice R"natUi the other day, SOI:ial reform i~ 
noweoniined to Brahmo8. The pat 'body of eduoated .~,.lees, 
-who .". not Brabtnos, are illdiferellt ~ hostile. The h,tlI 
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Iswata Cha.ndra Vidyasagar, who intl\l~urated the ref()~ about 
widow-marriage and rirFlt ranRackl,d our 8m,rifi Iiter'at-ute to be 
able to make out thltt it was sanctioned by the Shastra., and 
WOl ked fur a life-time to make it popular, was in his latter d9ys 
lilltld wilh despondency and tlxpT'essl'd his conviction to visitors 
ft'om this side ot tue countT·y that Hindus Ill! Hindus would 
HeVel' accept social rdorm. It iii eel tvinly a matkl' of the 
deepebt regret that it bhould be confined to /;L rtlligions body. 
We on thiB bide have llot come to this paBs yet, though we 
Lave our full sbal'e of illdil'fel'cllcu and 1I0t;tility. The aim of 
our refol'mcl's here haB al ways been to reform OUl' society-oul' 
nation. I am happy to tind tbat our Madt'as friends agree with 
us in this J·espect. H.eform through tilt' /lgelwy of caste, whICh it; 
attempted iu (Some parts of tire country, is very ullsat.isfactory. 
Very little call be effected in th is way. The reduction of mar· 
l'tage expenses I\nd measures of this nature only can be carried 
out by its means, and the greaL danger of this method is that 

cast,e which has corl'oded the vitals of tIllS cOLlutry will be 
strengthened by it. 

Thus then we should Jlul'ture in our hearts the great forces 
which bring about t,he reform of Rociety, viz., trutlJ, justice, alld 
~ympathy. Two of the greatest histor'ians of England have told 
us that the mONti )Ii w governs thl:' affairs of the world i 
its observance alone ensures national prosperity. One of 
these I have qlloted el~ewbere, and will Irow ask yonI' 
at,tention to the observat.ions (If the otber. The strongest 
of the foroes which are steadily bearing natiollH onward 10 
improvement 01' decay ttl'e, nccot-jing to LeckS, the moral 
unes. • Their parmaneflt political well-being,' he says, 'is 
eeBentia.lIy the, outcome of their moral state.' '1'he moral 
law !leeks to pU'l'ify private life and to eiJeet aocinl justice, lind 
throtlgb these alone ill the political weH.being of a nation PO$­
sible. And evolutionary' scien('e is beginning to teach us t.he 
same le8son. CompetitiO'Jl and rivalry Ill'e f,he neceRsary condi­
t,ions of progress towards 8. higher condition among men as weH 
as among the JOWel.' crelttUt·efl. ThiR competition lind tbis 
rivah.·y tetld to establish tho ~upremncy of the stronger indivi. 
dual ~"et' the 1tea.ker j his rMe propagates itself and that of 
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thtl other disappears, It is this Jaw tlut.t ~ le",dicg or has led 
to t.he extinction of the aboliginal races in the pl'esence of the 
stronger }I;uropeau raoes ill America, Aust(,ll.lia, New Zealand 
and other islands, This competition and rivalry need not 
fLssume the form of an actual war of extermination, It bal! 
been c1ellr!\' ILsf'ertllined tha,t even in the midst of profound 
pea.ce, the primitive ram"s Rhow It teudellt'Y 10 disappear. It 
this law were iu operation in OUl' country, OUl' future must be 
very gloomy, But our c1imatf! will, I think, come to our res­
cut! /t/,l it hnl'> been uscerlained that the ",h'tJnger races of 
Weste,'u l!)arope cannot, if settled hert', exhibit the same energy 
aud pel'severallce that they do III temperate regions. (Jolonibu­
lion of lndia by the Buropean laces is, the/efore, an impl'actica­
bility; but doel> not deliver liS f!'Om the dangers of (;ornpetitioll 
and rivalry with them. And Again that law must be ill opel'lt­
tion among us to ensure OUt' own progress. Hut t() e!'timate It& 

full effects we must understand t he conditions nnder which 
it aots in the case of man. ::VIan is a SOCIal a.nimal, and the 
(10m petition that comes into operation in bis case is a c.ompbti­
tion between societies. The anoient history of the hnman l'ace 
consists of war between such societies and the triumph of one 
and snbjugation of another', This competition and rivalry be· 
tween different societies is going ou still, and in order th1l.t a 
society may carryon the contt'st to a successful iS8ue, it ill 
necessary that it should he so orga.nised that the indivic;1ua.IH 
composing it should not be borne down byartillcial restrict-lou8, 
b\1t be able to put fort,h tlleir b~t powers and capaoities, The 
histQry of England, fOl' example, shows 8. gradual emanoipatiou 
of (lhe olasses that were once iu a oondition of little beUor tban 
sla.veryand a. renunciation of their privileges b,. the dominant 
datl.es. The effect of this aas been to plACe tbe individual in 
a. mo.e advantageol1s position to conduct the battle of life, &nd 
tim. to reDder the society, of which he is 8. member. fitt.r f.o1! 
competition and riva.lry with other sooieties. But it is 'he de­
velopment of 8ympat,hetic or ~llrui8tio feelings onl,. a~ 
the privileged ola81les ~nd the IIOciet.y gener'ally tbat oaJl Jetf1 to 
the removal of tlJe disabilities of others .ud the 't8d .... af,.~ 
grievances, Without such 'feeliugs, intel'llal di8M/Ill~ J:Qd 
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eveutual degradation must be the results. And tItesE! feelings 
are now leading the English people to devise means for relieving 
the chronic pO\'erty of the lower classeR, to read.lust tho rela­
tions betwl'en labour and capital, and undcrtltke It vllriety oC 
Rchemes to relieve di"trol<s and. nllser'Y' It i~ a. patent faut tw­

knowledged uy all dIsinterested persons that the English people 
hR.ve developf'd the altrui"lhc feehngs In a hiuher degree thll.u 
any other European nation, and hy the WflY, thi~ constitutes the 
hasis of our hope!! ill Il. better future for our (·oantry. J Ullt as 
England liltS been endeavouring to remove t.hedislthdlties and But. 

LIing, of the lower cllts!wS oEher population, bO bbaJl efforts not 
be ,,,anting on her pat·! to rCl1l0v(' our dlsabIlitle, and tmfferings. 
But the law (,f ;,oClal evolution ('allllot ('ea~e to operate; and in 
rordt-r that our bociety may be able to hold its own in the com­
JJetltion and rivalry with other societl(\~, which is inevitable, 
we rnU<it abide hy the conditions of that law. '1'hat law i'l thus 
~tated by I he lateHt writer on t he subject, w hO'le book has created 
It great stir: :-' That the mOI'al lltw is the uuchangiu!r law of 
pl'ogress in tillman society is the le<;son which appoftl's tQ be 
written over all thing;,. No school of theology has ever sought 
to enforce this teaching- with the directne'ls and emphasis, with 
which it 'l.ppears that evolutionltry science will in the future be 
justified in doing, In the silent and strenuous rivalry in whioh 

every sectIon of the Illce is of neces'lity continua]Jy engaged, 
pel'manent success appeals to be invariably Msociated WIth 
cet'tain ethical 1l.11d moral conditions fnvolJrable to the Inainten­
IlJlce of ,. high standard of lIocinl efficiency aTJd wi,h thOl!8 
conditions only.' If then 80cid efficiency and consequent suc­
cess are what we desire in our contest wllh othf'r laCE'S, we 
must, becalllse the law is immuta.ble, endeavour' to rediae thoa6 
ethioa.l and. Mon.l conditions. We must oultivate a sense of 
jlllJt.ice and .. l'~Te and sympa.thy for others, relieve the poor 
widow vt bet'sufferings, remove the disa.bilities of woma.nkind 
and of the lower ela.8l\es, 8ItId ",How free play to the energies a.~d 
ca,pacl.tis of all • .and the necessity for 0111' doing 110 beQOm.a the 
tno~imperative from out' p<>litiCllI oondltion. If we aajc E'ogJallQ 
to remo"~l' dilabllities, we must as a. neoel:lllll.l''y preliJUin&U 
sb.,," tlr., we al'. warta,. of the favour by removing the dil· 
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abilities of the oppre'ised classes of our society. Thus a.M thus 
alone will our country proNper. Every l;cheme for bettering 
our oondition IS de>ltined to 1all if it doer. not make provitlion 
for the growth of thelle sympal hetic virtues and through them 
for the realisation of "oclal retorm. Let cs then invigorate and 
ele\'ate our souls by ever placlIIg before our mind's eye tbe pre­

cept of the glent IndIan Retormer of the 6th century befOl1l 
()hrist, the LIOn of the Sakya. rape, Goatarna, the enlighteued : 
• Cultivute a mlUd boundless (as sympathy) for nll beings as i~ 
tha.t of tb"mothel', who Pl'utf'ct"l het· olily ~()n hy slI.('rificing hel' 
own life' , and With him proe1aim from this Social Conferellce 
hall, ' Mayall living heJn!(s feeble 01' strong, long, gt'ellt, middle. 
hizedor short, 8m all Qt. Illrge, seen or un~een, living far 01' neal', 
born or to be born be happy.' (Prolonged cheer •. ) 

The Tenth Social Conference-Babu Norendro 
Nath Sen's Address. 

It ill nothiug new to say, that opposition i8 the .ery life­
b/'eat h of a public mover.lent, alld that 1I0 /i(reat caURe in the 
world has triumphed without opposItion. The history of every 
important agitation teaches that it did not at,tain to its object, 
till after Revel'e strifes /Llld struggles, and repeated reVeraeb. 
'fhis lesson is WE'll illustrated ill the 1'8Se of the Congress. You 
require not to be told what fierre opposition that movement, 
evoked in the early years of its exi~teDca, and bow it has out· 
lived all clamour, till it fairly pt'Omises to be an institution of 
the land. 'I'he history of the Oongress movemenn shnws, how­
ever, that the opposition it encountered, was mostly from with· 
out, while t.he Social Oonference hall had to experience opposi­
tion from within. But we may now besa.id to beweUQutof the 
wood. To-da.y t.he Social Oonference is far stronger thalll ii was 
a few years back. The movement now ente1'S upon the _th 
year of its eXi!lteflOe, and every year we find it ~uiag groand, 
~tep by step, while the number of its friefld. ami .~~Il 
bas steadil,Y increased. 'l'he fact, at t,be "lII1e til!Mp' ,...1" . 
unquestionable, tha.t the OOllfet:eD<le i8 exetOt.i" .. ~l-*'~ 
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cating influence upon the different ca'ltes and Rub-sections of 
caRtes, into which HindI! Rociety il'l divided. From small 
beginnings the movement hilS expanrled into its present dimen­
sions. We have OUl' deleglltes, like those of the CongresR,'doly 
elected, and R mong the \ Ihi torR to Cltlrll tta Ilt tl,is ~e/l'on, not a. 
few have come, lIot as delegate" to tl,e Congres., bur, liS dele­
;rateR to the Conferene'e, J llappen to be acquainted with peo­
ple, who entertain more Rympathy fot' tlli~ mov .. nwnt than for 
t,he COtlgrN!'I itself, and with others, who somehow find them­
'1sh'es oeteT'}'{',l from attending the ('OTl)';"PSfl, hot, telldily a~l1oist, 
Itt tIle deliberation<; of the SO('ial Confelt;:>ce, Bnt lightly 
"peaking', the Social Conf('J'encp iR a fitting ('O\'~1Jary to the 
Nat,ional Congress. It iil well that, wIlen cillirnirl'tf..,hight't' 
privileges, we should fit ourselves fOl' sueh privileges. 

Tbere was a tim(', ul1d that not so vcry long ago, when our" 
('Qilutrymen concerned themsel\'e~ Wltl! politic!. only, find wit.h 
polit,lcal agitatirm But that time 10; fast pl\ssin~ away, a.nd it 
iR quite refl'('shing to see tbere-awakening of lialioJlallife in all 
oirectioM, and the people shnking off their torpol', and angl<g­
ing in I'(·forms of all kinds, Iluch all mi!{ht be nt'eded to raiRe 
them 11.1'1 It nation. We are beginning' to Ree all our' weak points, 
and di~co'l"eting the caUAeA thllt retard our national prog-resR, 
and applying oUrAeh"es to the ta<;k of remedying the evils. 
Tht're are abundant signs of national :tC'tivity all around U'l. 

Our people are seek\l\g lIot only their politicnl entl anchi!\ement, 
hat alAO their l1laterllll, moral, !loch"l and religious walfarp. 
Thet'e is ft.n upheaval and a revival everywhar·c. The ameliora­
tion of 0111' social condition ill so mixed np with lUll' futnre 
greatnesf1I And pl'osperit,Y, that we cannot afford to neg Ipct it. 
ant fartber. H{)wever we may tl'y to raise ourselvcs 811 a 
nation, we 8118.11 !find our eITl)rts quite pf1J'aly~ed, because of the 
crying defects in onr sMid system. You will therefore see 
~hll.t soai&l reform i~ even >of m(l1'6 immediate concern to 118 than 
political refol'm. But somehow or other, sorial reform hl'lll come 
to be regarded with the nttn'lst distrust and suspicion, It 'if1l 

viewed iii 80016 qaarters in thl1 light of something outlafldi~h 
and tONip_ I., not know why it 8hoald be 110. We are nol, 
Il titW', ~O"t·bQ,t .. n oW one, that bas Joug kno"n decay. . It 
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is this decay, which, in part at least, we have mat to arrest. 
We are not so very unfamiliar with the ('haracter of the sociRI 
syst.em exi~ting in India in olden time., at'd ill her palmy dRYA. 
That syAtem was !lothing like the hyhrid Olle, which we have 
hugged all too closely ill recent timl's. Knowing that to be th!l 
cllRe, wbnt should prevent U'I fl'om reverting to the old Ilystem ? 
Soci!ll reform, thpn, ruetlllS 110thing mor'e than a retorn to the 
800ial structure that was bnilt up in Am-ient Illdia. ThuR, 
there can be nothing much to object to it. One of the principal 
cau~es of our presellt lIIisfol'lune;; is that, we have lecec/t·d n 
very long' way fr'Jm the laws !llld inRtitutions of the p"st, and 
adopt.ed SOll'6 mOllg'rel ones in theil' stead. Our national 
decadence is mostly due to the latel' corruptions, which hnYtl 
be~Ll allowed to permeate both onr Rocilll alld religiouR 
system;;, Our efforts, therefore, should be dit'l!ct('n solely to 
the removal of those corruptionR. All that we ('all npon ObI 

Hiodn Coulltrymen to do is nothing more than thiR. 

A I ready the Social Confert'l1ce hRS achieved great good fot' 
the country, as you will find from the publibhed summary 01' 

reports, forwarded by the difforeut Social Rt;'form AssociationR 
in India, copies of which Imve been plaoed in your hands. A 
more interetltlng publication, it has hardly bem my lot t.o pt'rn~e. 
You will flOW have some idea of the socia.l progress th"t tIle 
counky i~ making along with progre~s in other direotIOns. 
Such slIhjecb;, Itll mat'riAge'leform, se I-ve'ruga, and foreign 
tra.vel, fem>4le t'ducatiol1, temperllllce, &,1;1., bl\ve beeu engagiug 
the att.ention of these AS;olocintiolls. Somt\ of them have been 
working with remarkahle vigoul' nud zeal. Bellidea thel'e A~R()' 
ciations, thtwc have been sJvet',~1 (JI\,Rte C,mferences, held annu­
ally, su(·h as t.he Kaya'ltha. Conferenoe, the VlI.ishya. COllfel'8nce, 
and Sr·i Vai'lhnava Conference. l'hose Oonferences a.re meant. 
for t.be social benefit of the casteR whose namell they bear. 
'I'he pt'oceedings of thoie Conference~ will indicate wha.t ad­
v,nce sorne of tit" import.nnt Hindu casttls are ma.king in self, 
help, self-reliance, a.nd 80cial p,·ogresR. 

The so-called benlgMed and COll"l'Vative Mad .... -e'Vidently 
ltla.ds the VQ.n of Rocial pr0tcMlRfI, .. ml, in this rellpeot, _ Jl" n-
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a~ple to the rest of India. Next comes the Deccan, a.nd other 
parts of India follow it. It has been said that Bengal la,gs 
behind the rest of India ill the matter of social reform. I do 
not know how far this charge is true. Here in Bengal, there 
is evidently a decided f",eling against early marriages among the 
educated classes. Au agitation has been set on foot for some­
time in fa.vonr of the reduction of Hindu marrlage expellse~, 

with as much genume earnestness as we <hsplayed in connection 
with the sea-voyage question a few years back. Then as re­
gards tbe higher edut'ation for women, Bengal holds derldedly 
more adva.nced views than any othel' rcform ('ircle in the coun­
try. But it must be said that the above remark holds gooel 
chiefly of the Indian ChristIan, Brahmo. alld the gIlgJand'le~ 
turned classes. What 1& particularly wanted holVc\ er, In lleogal, 
8S in the other parts of Indilt, is that social reform should be 
carried on strictly national, that is, Aryan and old Shastraio 
lines, among those who aspire t() be known as good Hindus. H 
we wish to make the cause of socialleforrn a saccess, we must 
prooeed wit b oaution, and make no attempt to introduce violent 
cbanges in 0111' social organisation. The object of this Socllt1 
Confereo('e i~ more to educate public opinion in all the problems 
ofsooial reform than anything else. You may safely leave to time 
the results. We must call to our aid the authority of our lIacred 
books, aod of the ancient hislory of our country in our work of 
social reform. Th-ere IS enough In our ancient volumes to show 
that the socia.lsy&tem of the Hindu in the past, was altogether 
a model one, and we cannot do better than follow it, if we are 
at nil anxious to regain our 10!it national greatness. 

And now, before I conclude, 1 hope that the deliberations 
or this Coniereu('e wiIl be conducted with as much moderation, 
forbea.rance and wisdvm as possible, and that no want of har­
mony will disturb our proceedings. There is not another quee­
tioll l'llore difJ{onlt ana delicate than that of social reform, and 
itshould be approacb~ with the ntmost sobriety, and dil!eussed 
in Rl10b a IIpirit as might not give rise to tbe least friotion. We 
mllet show ex'tr~e toleranoe for the opinions and feelings of 
th_1Y~Q.di~ from U$ ou the subject, so that even tbe most 
~ ~d bjgoted lIl'igbt, in time, come into our fold, And 

25 
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become of 0111' way of thinking. Social reform is not mea.nt for 
the liberal few, but for the backward many. 

The Eleventh Social Conferenoe-Rao Bahadur 

Vamanrao Madhav Kolhatkar's Address. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,--I thank you very much for the 
honour you baye done me by votin~ me to the c11air, and I beg 
to assure you that I feel vel'y much flattered by it. But I can­
not conceal froID you tI.e consciousness of my mability to fill 
with credit a position which has been honoured at previous 
gatherings by eminent, and distinguished pel bonRges, with whom 
the humble individual now addressing you can bear \ e1'y little 
-comparison. In fact when the proposal to mal", me President 
was first communicated to me about six weeks ago, it cauAed me 
considerable surprise, and I almost suspected that It practical 
joke was being played upon me. Bllt when I considerc,] that 
the proposal emanated from friends whose good sense and friend· 
ly feeling I could not very well for a moment doubt, and when I 
conoider further that t.he race, as has been well said, was not 
always to the swift nor the battIe to the strong, I took heart 
and braced myself up, 8.S well as I could, for the difficult task 
that WitS to be laid on me. I will first beg you to overlook r,lY 

shortcomings, and then proceed according to time-honoure-l 
custom to make some observations in connection with the worl,. 
for which we have assembled here to.day. 

The first matter to which I have the }Jleasure to invite 
your attention, is the gratifying fact that the short-sighted 
prejudice which had sought sometime ago to dislodge our 
Oonference from its legitimate habitation-the Congress 
pandaZ-is now }Iappily a thing of the past and 118.8 

given place to good sense and wisdom. The credit of first 
discountenancing that prejudice does no doubt belong to 
enlightened Bengal. But we of the Berars and the Cen· 
tml Provinces also might well be excused foJ.' cla.iming a 
share in it, and for having walked in the wise fOQtsteps 
of Ca.lcutta.. I am informed on good authority tha.t tbern 
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was not 0. single discordant note struck when the question 
of placing the Congress pandal at the service of t.his Confer­
ence came on for consideration before the local Congress Com­
mittee, and that. the question was disposed of wit,h pedect con­
cord, and in such a mallOer as to even imply that it admitted 
of no two opinions at all. This, you will allow, is a matter for 
sincere congratulation, and yon will doubtless join with me in 
saying th~t "all is well that ends well." 

I will next address you a few words abuut the present 
position Rnd future prospects of the Social Reform MfJVemellt. 
My hnmble opinion is that, all things eonsidered, social rcform 
is st,eadily gll.illing gronnd in the hearts of our people. In view 
of the magnitude of our task, the difficulties in the way, the 
comparative paucity of real wOl'kers in our field, and the slow­
ness of the pace with which we are moving', one is apt not to 
rel'ognise this onward motion, and many people are disposed to 
grumble, and be de:;pondent, and even doubt at times whether 
we aN going forward at all. \Vben we lire in tIt is undesirable 
plight, we cannot do better than cast at once a JlIentfLI glance 
at what things were like, say, about ten or twenty years ago, 
and ask ourselves if we have not made any progl'ess. This 
useful retrospect will at once lift us out of the sloug h of des~ 
pondency, and restore us to a hopeful, jf not even cheerful, 
mood. If one has any doubt on this question of the progress 
achieved, he has but totum the pagesof the report of the Jast Con~ 
ference to be convinced of the general fermentation that is 
taking place in matters social in so many places, and 
in such unexpected qual'ters. And in this connection, let 
us also alwaY1; lay to our heart and constantly bear in 
mind the golden ad vice so often repeated by our great 
guide, friend and philosopher, tIle lifo antI soul of the 
Indian Social Conference-l mean the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ra· 
lUl.de-and sedulously,oultivate in practictl the useful virtue of 
pa.tience, which is ever tbe greatest friend in need, and is there­
fore the best friend indee.d. But the indispensable friend, I 
am sorry to observe, does often fight shy of us, and is conspi­
cuous among l1S only by hi'! absence, simply because we do not 
sutli<li.ntly care to cultivate his friendship. And again, let us 
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remember that the causes of the slow pace with which we are 
moving ()nwartls are not confined to the Social Reform Move­
ment alone, but, are bimultaneously hindering the onward march 
of other movements also. The principal drawback everywhere 
is the paucity of earnest, loyal, and enthusiastio workers, com­
bined VI ith the superfluity of irresponsible, unsympathetic and 
dO-lloth tng critics. 'l'his is tbe chief canker at the root of all 
our acti\itie.;l, whether in tbe social, the indus/rial, the religi­
ons, 01' any other field. There ill, on the one haud, the more or 
Jess large following, w hese ehief business is talk, the whole talk, 
l\nd nothing but talk, ar:d on the otber hand there. is the larger 
herd still of the ever· carping critic!>, who nre pleased to live in 
a well-known paradlse, and to fancy that the refol'r:ls we advo­
cate do not concern them or theIr society at all ; and who, doing 
nothing tbemselves, but standing at II safe distance from all 
the risk and toil aud moil of all progressi \'e work, are satisfied 
with nothing that the refor01er13 will do, but are, on the contrary, 
immensely delighted with the easy and pat! iotic-Iooking work of 
crying down reform and reformers. 1£ a reformer in any of the 
fielJs all-eady mentioned sel ves the cause for which he is working 
mel"llly by speech-and yet speecb, let us remember, is the fir&t 
and the most potent instrument of ventilation and agitation­
htl is, according to these dainty gentlemen, only 11 lip-reformer 
or a canting bypocrite. But the moment the reformer reduces 
his professions to action, he becomes at once a dangerous fire. 
brand, a levolutionary character who, instead Qf taking up BOme 
other non.descl'ipt reform filst, it! moving on tQo fast and head· 
long, and withouL the previous consent and sanction of the 
majority, if Dot the whole, of his countrymen, or moving on in 
contravention of the laws of evolution, or the teachings of his· 
tory, or the strict lines and dictates of the Shaatras, or in a 
'Word, what not! Good God! ! Are not these objections grand, and 
high.sounding, and if you please even trudite P Sure enongh, 
they are. But these gentlemen forget that it is generally not 
in the nature of individuals, belonging to a supremely conser· 
vative race like onrs, to move on too fast, tha.t no refol'JD hu 
yet taken place at any time with the previons oousal.ml .auo· 
tion of the majority of mankind i that even the laws of .voltt. 
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tion require human aid in furtherance of their work in social 
matters; that history, if read aright, teaches something else 
than mere cynical inact,ioll; and that the lines and dictates 
of the Sbastras run counter ueither to the spirit, nor in 
111aoy cases to th£' letter, of our ploposals fOI' reforws. 
Let us not, ladies and gent,lernen, look at things from 
the high and giddy altitudes of theorlltich.l beauty and 
perfection, but remain satisfied with the hlllllble and sober 
stand.point of pt'lLctical good sem.e and discretion. Let 
us not be carried a,way and deluded by fine phrases and catch. 
","ords, and let us not allow OUt· equanimity to be disturbed by 
them; but let us, at the ~ame time, take care to keep our minas 
free from the taint of l'elf,sTlflicicncy 01' ~elf.sati8faction, which 
seems to me to be one of tbe most besetting sins of tho present 
day. ~'or no one, whether a reformer or a non·reformer, can 
Ilfford to indulge in the,e mischievouH luxuries, Rnd scorn the 
honest advice of frienu or foe. No true reformer has, so far as 
I know, yet claimed perfection and infallibility for himself or 
his ways. 'fhe sensible portion of them, conscious of their own 
defects and shortcomings, are no doubt, profiting by past mis­
takes and failures. If our worthy critics only practise half the 
moderation, which they are fond of preaching to us in r,eason 
/lnd out of season, and take to llOnest and sympathetio oritioism, 
their fault· finding will be a great and useful light in our path, 
and we shall not only be duly grateful to them for that light, 
but shall also gladly excuse their inaction or apathy waich when 
timid, is often concealed, if tllO truth must be told, under the 
mask of cautious prudence. Bet,ween half-hearted work and 
uURympathetic, irresponsible criticism, the work of reform is 
honnd to be a good deal stifled, if not even strangulated j and 
the wonder to me very oiten is that the social reformer, who is 
thefavootite butt of ruthless criticism proceeding from both the 
educated and the uneducated critics, has still managed not 
only to keep his head, above water, but also to win hiB way 
steadily, though slowly, to the unwilling hearts of his dear 
countrymen. The workers in the other fields are better placed 
tba.u Ot,lt'8e1Vfi asd the religioUS reformers, inasm noh as they 
have '" face olllyexternal opposition, whereas the opposition 
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we ha-ve to meet and face is oppositicn proceeding from our 
own dear and near ones--parents, wives, daughters, sisters, 
brothers, neighbours, friends and countrymen-with whom we 
have to journey ou in this pilgrimage of life, and for whose 
welfare we are striving to the best <)f our lights anci opportuni­
ties. The other workers are cheered on in their paths by ell­
couragement and approlJation from per~olls for whose well-be­
ing they labour. But ours is truly a t,hankless and therefore 
much mere difficult, task. Th(' only reward we get for our pains 
is jeer and ridicule, which frighten away many a man who would 
otherwise willingly work for t.he cause we have at heart. No 
wonder then that we have a smaller nnmber of even half-heartecl 
workers in our field, and that our ollttUl'n of work is perhaps 
not so large in quantity, or so nice to look at us t.he labourers in 
the other fields can show and boast of. 

This then is tho explanation that account.s for tho fact that 
our educated men, upon whose shoulders aloue tho l'f:lsponsibi­
lit,y of the regeneration of out' beloved country can rest .• nre 
either half-heart.ed workers or uncomfortable critics. Why iH 
it that our engines aro so few and weak, while our brakes are 
80 numerous and powerful r l'bo reply t,o my mind can only 
be one amI it is thi~, that our homes not being in order, we 
send forth into tho world only weakly aud ill-equipped soHiers 
to fight the battle of life. Our nursery is so full of unhealthy 
influences, that a supply from it of hea.Jthy and vigorous plants 
that grow in the fulness of time into large, shady and fru;t­
laden trees, is well-nigh impossible_ Being children generally 
of gil·l-mothers and boy~fathers, we naturally lack the physical 
stamina which is a sine qua non of all our different activitip.o. 
Being brought up in homes w11er6 ignorance and superstitioll 
are generally allowed to reign supreme, and where blind ens tom 
is permitted to be the principal guide and regulating force, we 
naturally lack t.hat mental fr~edom and tholie moral and religi­
ous influences which are so necessary for the robust growth and 
development of individual soul and oharaoter. Being exhausted 
in body and mind in early years by too much educational cram­
ming, unrelieved by sufficiently nourishing diet, alld being en­
cumbered with a wife and children almost at the threahvld ()f 
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life, besides having in lJUmerOllS instances to bear the anxious 
burden of supporting a host of other relation!!, our budding 
spirits are soon blighted by tht'se cares and anxieties, and little 
energy or inclination is left for any other serious work in life 
than that of earning bread tLllll butter. Add to these cramping 
and st,unting influences the hahits of servility, submission and 
supineness engendered by climatical and other causeR, and the 
reSl11t is the unavoidable one which we actually !'ee and so much 
deplore. 

The social reform movement has set to iiself the all-import­
ant task of removing UWAe evils, which Ilre eating into the vitalR 
of all our movement~. and of giving them life, IlPalth aud vigour. 
If Ollr difficultieR and sacrifices Rre greater tIian those which 
have to be encountered and l,ndured by tho workers in the other 
fields, the guerdon, the prize, and tlle reward which mURt" by the 
graco of God, ('orne to us in the long run, if we are true to our 
salt, is also very much greater. By Rtopping en,rly and unequal 
marriages, we Rhall be bringing into being a fubnst race of 
workers, with frames better adapted to stand the wear and teur 
of life. By destroying tIle cmcl customs which deprive our 
widowed daughters and si~ters of the joys and comfortA of holy 
matrimony, and which disfigure them ngainst their will, we 
shall not only be giving them, if t.hey wish to ]Hlve it, the hap' 
piness of family-life, the absence of which makes the generality 
of our widowers so miserable with all their vaunted f;uperiority 
in knowledge, wisdom and philosopby, but we shall alilo be lay­
ing It deep, broad, and strong foundation of moral COlJrage in our 
character by tram pIing under our h'lt tyranny of every descrip­
tion. By educating and emancipating our femltIes, by setting 
our faces against tl1e mipchievous vice of intemperance, which, 
not content with the ravages it has wrought in its old homes of 
Europe and America, is !lOW seeking a new field for its unhal­
lowed work of destruction in this holy land of Bharat; and by 
advanCing the purity-mo'tement, worked for wit1 such lauda.ble 
zeal and persistenoe prinoipally by our good friends of Madras, 
who prom iRe ere long to my mind to be the exemplars and the 
modelR of earnest workers for the rest of India, we shall be 
creating better environments for ourselves and our children, 




